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A
s I sit here writing this midway through 

August, it’s hard to believe that the 2015 

Major season has been and gone. It only 

seems like yesterday when we were 

pondering whether Rory might win his frst Masters 

and complete his personal Grand Slam. By the 

middle of June, the focus had of course shifted to 

Jordan Spieth, who looked like he might complete 

the seemingly impossible Grand Slam in a season 

after back-to-back Majors. But for a poor approach 

shot to the 72nd hole at St Andrews, the 21-year-old 

might well have been stood on the verge of a golfng 

frst when the season’s fnal Major came around. 

Spieth’s loss was of course Zach Johnson’s gain. 

Johnson is a fascinating golfer, as our interview 

on p42 reveals. At just 5ft 11ins, 11st 7lb and with an 

average driving distance of just 282 yards, by rights 

he shouldn’t really be challenging in the modern 

power game. However, he’s won 12 times, including 

two Majors. The interview, conducted a few weeks 

before he won The Open, seems very prophetic now.

Spieth had yet another chance to add to his Major 

tally at Whistling Straits, but Jason Day’s time fnally 

came. Few people would deny Day his frst Major. 

He’s come so close on so many occasions. The 

Australian’s 20-under-par winning total set a new 

scoring record in golf’s big four events and showed 

what a high level the top pros are playing at. 

Golf missed McIlroy as he recovered from his 

ankle injury, and it was great to see him back in 

contention at the USPGA. With him, Spieth and Day 

all seemingly reaching top gear at the same time, 

the 2016 Masters can’t come soon enough!

That trio are yet to hit 30 years old (Spieth won’t 

be 30 until 2023), and when you add in the exciting 

talents of some of the other players aged under 30 

who have won this year – Rickie Fowler, Branden 

Grace, Danny Willett, Patrick Reed and Shane Lowry 

(who we also have an interview with on p48) – the 

immediate future of men’s professional golf looks 

exciting indeed.  

While the elite men’s game looks like it’s about 

to enter a golden era, there is concern about the 

development of two other key demographics: 

juniors and women, which are currently both under-

represented, especially in the UK.

Thankfully, the long-term prospects look more 

encouraging. For juniors, the Golf Foundation, led by 

new CEO Brendon Pyle, has renewed focus with a 

plan aimed at introducing as many youngsters to the 

game as possible and then, crucially, giving them a 

route to become regular golfers and eventually club 

members. Nick Bonfeld and I spent an inspiring 

afternoon with Brendon hearing about his vision 

for the Foundation and the numerous pioneering 

schemes that I believe will grow the number of 

junior golfers. The Golf Foundation is funded from a 

number of ‘offcial’ sources, from The R&A to HSBC. 

However, it desperately needs more funds. It’s a 

simple equation: the more money it has, the more 

development work it can do and the more future 

golfers it can produce. I would urge all readers to 

look at the feature on p60 and consider supporting 

their work in whatever way they can – from making 

a one-off donation to perhaps having them as a 

benefciary of the captain’s or club charity in 2016. 

One of the exciting initiatives the Foundation has 

funded is ‘Girls Golf Rocks’ in Essex, where members 

of the county girls’ squad have been acting as 

mentors and encouraging girls to get into the game. 

There is a huge opportunity to reach out to girls 

and women, but the perception that golf is just a 

game for men needs to be challenged. A fantastic 

campaign called #thisgirlgolfs is starting to do just 

that. The centrepiece of the campaign is a video 

featuring Ladies European Tour players Charley Hull, 

Carly Booth and Henni Zuel, BBC newsreader Naga 

Munchetty and a whole host of women and girls 

who have discovered the joys of golf. Search for it 

online and share it with any women who might be 

tempted to give golf a go. I guarantee they, and the 

game of golf, will thank you for it. 

Reasons to be 
cheerful...
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The letters and emails which have hit the Golf Monthly offces this month

Handicapping hardships
It struck me the other day, whilst playing 

in our fourball invitation competition, how 

unfair the 3/4 handicapping system is for 

such events. Our partners, off six and scratch, 

lost one stroke, while myself, 14, and my 

partner 11, lost a combined six shots! Our 

playing partners, being far superior golfers 

to ourselves, came 4th in the event, but we 

fnished outside the prizes. This is not the 

only time I have felt aggrieved, as in most of 

the fourball better-ball competitions at our 

club, it’s the low men who invariably win. The 

handicapping system for such events needs 

to change to make it more of a level playing 

feld, as this is what a handicap system is 

supposed to be about. I remember there used 

to be a 7/8 handicapping system, which would 

be a bit fairer, but this is no longer in use.

Colin Cameron, Liverpool

Editor’s reply: The reason for a certain 

percentage of your handicap being used 

rather than full allowance is that, in theory, 

you won’t always have your good and bad 

holes at the same time, so that has to be 

somehow factored in. The good news is 

that CONGU has recently decreed that from 

January 1, 2016, the allowance will increase to 

90% – so even better than 7/8.

Greater fexibility
While reading ‘How can clubs make 

membership more appealing?’ (August issue) 

I noticed a segment regarding competitions. I 

approached my club’s committee (which I was 

part of at the time) about a seven-day, yellow-

tee Stableford aimed at beginners and high-

handicappers. Players would have seven days 

to submit a signed card, but must pay and 

sign in before the intended round. This idea 

got a lot of positive feedback from members 

because it was fexible around work and 

family commitments. The committee didn’t 

seem quite as positive and didn’t take it any 

further. What are GM’s views on the idea?

Steve Pritt, Cumbria

Editor’s reply: Encouraging more members to 

get involved in competitions is a great thing, 

but such an arrangement would not currently 

A sense of perspective
It strikes me that many golfers forget they play for fun. 

The diffculties recounted by new players in ftting in with 

experienced golfers, the obsession over course qualities, the 

hassles of dealing with committees and so on would all have 

non-golfers wondering why on earth we bother!

We play for fun – the chance to spend a few hours in the 

open air with our mates, the enjoyment of making new 

friends, the cut and thrust of competition, the striving 

to improve. Perhaps we could try and keep a sense of 

perspective? It’s not our job, there’s very little money riding 

on it and no one is going to die if we duff a chip or our 

playing partner makes an innocent mistake about the type of 

water hazard he’s in!

If we all remembered why we play, perhaps our clubs would 

be friendlier places and more appealing to the newcomer, 

and we’d see a bit of growth in numbers.

Nick Treby, via email

Your view  Email golfmonthly@

timeinc.com 

By Post The Editor, Golf 

Monthly, 7th foor, Blue Fin 

Building, 110 Southwark Street, 

London, SE1 0SU
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in association with

Get in touch

Editor’s reply: Nick, you’re absolutely right. Golf can be such an infuriating 

game that we sometimes forget why we play it in the frst place. It’s also 

amazing how enjoying yourself and being relaxed on the course often 

translates to good golf. We’d all do well to remember that when the red mist 

descends after a succession of poor shots!
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be allowed as a qualifying competition, 

although competitions can already be played 

on two different days via the Alternate Day 

Competition option subject to committee 

approval. Whether or not it would work 

informally, I’m not sure, due to the weather, 

different course set-ups and so on.

A quick nine holes?
I play my regular golf at a nine-hole course. 

I expect you will have instantly formed a 

judgment that I am a beginner, not very good 

or not ft enough to play 18 holes, but actually 

Our Facebook fans react to Jason Day’s 

USPGA win and Jordan Spieth’s rise to 

World No.1…

Brendan Sullivan The next ten years of 

golf is going to be spectacular. There are 

a lot of talented young players around.

Tyson Pickett Spieth won’t be there for 

long. Rory has just lent it to him!

Kelvin Burns I would happily be number 

two in the rankings all my career so long 

as I won more Majors than the number 

one. That’s how a golfer’s worth is 

assessed. Congratulations, Jason.

Mary Coady Well done Jason Day! It was 

just a matter of time.

Like Golf Monthly on Facebook:  

facebook.com/golfmonthlymagazine

Y o u r  v i e w

I have been playing for three years, I can play 

the game (albeit with the consistency of a 

high-handicapper) and can manage to play 18 

holes – I do most weeks with a work society.

However, every Sunday morning, come rain, 

shine or frost, I play nine holes at Whitley Golf 

Club near Melksham. Not only that, I have just 

returned from my silver wedding holiday – a 

motorhome tour of Scotland where, equipped 

with The Nine-Holer Guide (a guide to 

Scotland’s nine-hole courses), my wife and I 

took in the delights of eight different courses.

Nine-hole courses are not the poor relations 

of golf – they feature real holes with real 

challenges. And do you know what else? 

The people at every club were welcoming, 

helpful and had none of the stuffness that 

you get with many 18-hole clubs. May I take 

the opportunity to thank all of the clubs who 

made our Scottish stay so memorable, and 

may I also suggest that you try a nine-hole 

course? It may be a challenge. You may enjoy 

it. You may even fnd that it is just better.

Tim Farrance, Bristol

Editor’s reply: Tim, your proclivity for nine-

hole courses is something many golfers 

share. The nine-holer at Royal Worlington and 

Newmarket is one of my favourite layouts in 

the UK. I’d encourage all golfers to explore 

more of these courses, especially with time 

increasingly at a premium nowadays. It’s 

certainly something I intend to do.

 

A warm welcome 
I thought I would reply to the letter of the 

month regarding the poor level of customer 

service received by Gareth from the Wirral 

when trying to join a new club (August issue), 

not because I particularly disagree with his 

point of view, but to assure him there are 

many clubs out there with a different attitude.

I belong to one, Ashbourne Golf Club in 

Derbyshire. What is absolutely guaranteed is 

that the customer service is truly outstanding. 

Members and visitors, young and old, are 

treated as friends, visiting the club to spend 

their time and money with other friends in 

that eternal pursuit of the perfect round.

I can assure anyone of the warmest welcome 

at Ashbourne, and whilst I accept it is some 

way from the Wirral, I would happily host him 

for a round as my guest. I am not the captain, 

a member of staff or a committee member, 

just a customer happy with great service.

Andrew Jordan, Derby

Business sense 
After reading Gareth’s recent correspondence 

about poor customer service, I wanted to 

share my story. I sent six emails off and only 

received replies from three over a period of 

days to weeks. I believe that a lot of clubs 

now are more concerned about other revenue 

streams rather than membership.

As an accountant myself I certainly 

understand the importance of fnding other 

ways to fund the business, but I cannot 

understand why any business would turn 

down a substantial sum of money. Are we the 

unlucky two or is this more widespread?

Phil Savill, via email

Jason Day

celebrates his

frst Major win
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Competition Winners: Win FootJoy Hyperfex shoes: Stephen O’Connor, Rotherham; Valerei Myburgh, 

Sittingbourne; Lawrence Willmington, Trimley St Mary; Robin Furniss, Houghton; Gary Hunter, Hornchurch; Justin 

Sandler, Wycombe; Tracy Forrest, Glasgow; Gill Mitchell, Wargrave; Sam Brooks, Nantwich; Mark Mitchell, Greenhithe

Questioning countback 
My letter relates to the ‘countback’ rule and 

how frustrating I find it. It doesn’t seem to 

make much common sense to me. The current 

rules dictate that if players are still level with 

point value, having counted their back-nine 

scores, the following will be adopted: perform 

a count back of the remaining competitors 

over the final six holes played. If this fails to 

resolve a single victor, then repeat the process 

over the final three holes. If still necessary, 

then resort to the final hole.

Shouldn’t the countback method be based 

upon stroke index? Wouldn’t it make sense 

to simply use the scores achieved on stroke 

indexes one to nine, one to six, one to three?

Jason Martin, via email

Editor’s reply: That’s an interesting idea, 

Jason, but the widely accepted countback 

method you describe is not a Rule of Golf, 

but rather a recommendation under point 

10 of Appendix 1. Indeed, The R&A’s first 

recommendation is for ties to be resolved via 

a play-off whenever possible.

Outdated attitudes 
We have several very good juniors, one of 

whom already plays to +3. He is not the 

problem as being a category-one player he is 

allowed into the men’s competitions. The issue 

is with one of my good friend’s sons, aged 

ten. He already has an official men’s handicap 

off our competition tees of 20 and therefore 

regularly shoots in the 90s. Unfortunately, the 

rules at our club state you must a be category-

one player to play in senior competitions. The 

issue is that my friend cannot take his son 

for a game on a weekend morning, which is 

threatening to make them leave the club. I 

also struggle with the fact that some members 

don’t want to be beaten by a ten-year-old! 

Many of our members are at least 60 and 

struggle to break 100, and some of them are 

responsible for infringement of slow-play 

rules. This young lad loves the game and 

may be a star of the future – but he is not 

allowed to play in any of the men’s senior 

competitions. How are we supposed to 

encourage juniors when this sort of outdated 

attitude exists in the clubs round the country?

Anonymous, via email

Editor’s reply: While I appreciate some 

golfers feel aggrieved when juniors (who have 

months on end to play and practise during 

holidays) win competitions as their handicaps 

struggle to keep pace with their ability, 

encouraging juniors is something all clubs 

should be prioritising. Playing in adult comps 

can help youngsters develop social skills and 

learn the etiquette of the game. I certainly 

don’t think clubs should differentiate between 

juniors of different handicap categories.
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Forum review
Nike Vapor woods, by murphthemog

The Nike Vapor Pro driver is long, 

has a nice fl ight and is dead easy 

to hit – I’m booming it with a 

slight draw. I loved it so much 

I decided to buy a matching 

Vapor Flex 5-wood and 

3-hybrid. If anything they are 

better than the driver. This is 

the fi rst hybrid I’ve had that gives 

me confi dence and the 5-wood is pretty 

amazing too. I have not been able to attack 

par 5s much as I’m not good at hitting fairway 

woods, but this weekend I had a go and 

birdied three of the four par 5s on the course! 

Battle at the beach
Each year the forum make their way down to 

Bexhill-on-Sea for a 36-hole meet at Cooden 

Beach. This year the weather behaved itself 

for the morning singles competition, offering 

near-perfect playing conditions. Unfortunately, 

the golfi ng gods weren’t anywhere near as 

compassionate for the afternoon team event, 

unleashing a monumental monsoon that some 

battled while others tamely surrendered.

Playing off the white tees for the fi rst time 

the course offered a fair test in the morning 

with scores refl ecting the excellent and 

challenging layout. Those relying on course 

knowledge from previous meets were in for 

a bit of a surprise with some considerable 

changes made to a few holes, including meet 

organiser Smiffy’s nemesis, the 15th.

In the end it was Swingalot who rose to the 

top with an excellent 36 points (winning on 

countback), which certainly made his lunch 

taste even better. However, while the golfers 

Rant of the month
By Vikingman 

I over-hit my second shot on the 13th today 

and though it fi nished just in bounds it was 

virtually unplayable. For once in my life I 

decided to do the sensible thing, took a 

penalty drop and then holed the chip to make 

par. With my arms aloft in celebration I started 

walking towards the hole, only for one of my 

playing partners to tell me he’d just seen my 

electric trolley topple into a ditch. I’d actually 

heard the crash as I was lining up my chip 

but I was focused and ignored it. The comedy 

then continued as I fell into said ditch whilst 

trying to retrieve my trolley. After getting 

scratched to hell we fi nally retrieved the 

trolley and although it suffered some damage 

it fi nished the round. I suppose the fact that 

it has taken me eight years to manage this is 

some consolation. 

Poll comments

Backache: Much to my surprise when I 

counted it’s only three. I often seem to pick up 

a club here and a club there, and apart from 

the iron set, I have not bought any two of my 

clubs in the same year. 

ScienceBoy: I have just collected whatever 

is cheapest or worked OK when I tried it! 

The only thing I have been fi tted for is the 

driver and I am very glad I did as I’ve been 

complimented on how well it works for me.

Crow: Unusual clubs? Some might ask why I 

carry a Dunlop 9-wood. Well, it’s my ‘get-out-

of-shanksville’ club!

mcbroon: I’ve got a PowerBilt Citation 

3-wood that came off the Ark. I got it from my 

dad and he reckons he got it from his dad, but 

details are hard to come by!

GM forum
Join the debate at forums.golf-monthly.co.uk

ate and exchanged stories, the weather began 

to turn and they emerged refreshed to a 

very different proposition. Fish commented: 

“I don’t think any waterproof clothing could 

have coped – I’ve never been in rain like it!” 

In the end the winners were Guy, Robin and 

Jonny – guests of Heronghyll. Though regulars 

at forum meets they have yet to be persuaded 

to join the thriving digital community! Many 

who played may still be drying out but I’m 

sure they’ll join me in giving a huge thank you 

to Smiffy for his sterling efforts.

Your shout
The forum debates the merits of 

the Old Course at St Andrews and its place 

on the Open rota…

bladeplayer Shared greens and fairways, 

needs the weather to protect it but if 

weather is too bad it’s unplayable. Should 

St Andrews remain on The Open rota?

HawkeyeMS Why does the course need 

protection? Lowest score wins is the simple 

equation, what that score is doesn’t matter. 

Spuddy I’m sure if you asked any of the 

players they would want to win it there 

over anywhere else.

Ethan Look at the winners – has it not 

done a decent job of selecting pretty 

decent winners? 

walliams8 An Open Championship at St 

Andrews beats anything. 

Doon frae Troon The Old Course may be 

just about at the end of its era, perhaps 

time to move on. For tradition Musselburgh 

or Prestwick both have a better history…

A group of GM Forum members headed to Sussex for the prestigious annual Cooden Beach meet…

Cooden Beach

10% 20% 30%
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Poll How many different brands’ clubs do you have in your bag?
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C O N S I S T E N T
I M P R O V E M E N T

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E  N E W  2 0 1 5  S R I X O N  A D 3 3 3

By  cons i s ten t l y  im prov ing  ou r  w i nn in g  formu la ,  we ’ve  kept  the  AD333 the  UK’s  top-se l l i ng 
2-p iece  ba l l  f o r  t he  l a s t  9 consecutive years .  And  the  re f inements  we ’ve  made  to  our  l a tes t 
ve rs i o n  m e an s  t he  AD333  i s  se t  t o  ca r r y  on  cons i s ten t l y  improv ing  your  game .

CELEBRATING OVER

9YEARS*

. . . I N  S P I N  A N D  C O N T R O L

N ext  G e n e ra t i o n   t ec h n o log y 
d e l i ve rs  1 8 %  grea ter  f r i c t ion a l  fo rc e  for 
m o re  g re e n s i de  sp i n  and  im p roved  c on t ro l .

. . . I N  A E R O D Y N A M I C S

N ew  c o n s i s t e n t  equa l  spac in g  o f  ou r 
324 patented Speed Dimples ™ make s 
a  h u g e  d i f f e re nc e  to  f l i gh t  p er form an ce .

. . . I N  S O F T  F E E L  A N D  S P E E D

N ew  Energetic  Grow th Gradient ™ Core 
d e l i ve rs  ext ra  c ompress ion  ( for  in c reased  ba l l 
s p e e d )  w i t h o u t  co mpromi s in g  So f t  Fee l .

N ext  Ge nera t ion    techno logy 

* Sports Marketing Surveys inc & Golf Datatech Retail Audits, June 2006 to July 2015.
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■ Tom Doak, whose 

headline creations include 

Pacifi c Dunes in Oregon 

and Cape Kidnappers in 

New Zealand, has a head-

turning new course opening 

this October, again on New 

Zealand’s North Island. 

Tara Iti has been laid out 

over dunes north of Te Arai 

Point, an hour and a half 

north-east of Auckland, 

with photos suggesting 

it’s a layout every bit as 

stunning as Doak’s clifftop 

Cape Kidnappers, though 

different in style.

Tara Iti will be the fi rst 

course in the southern 

hemisphere to feature 

fescue turf on both fairways 

and greens, encouraging 

play both along the ground 

and through the air.

The beachside layout, 

with spectacular island 

backdrops, features acres 

of sand, whether bunkers 

or natural waste areas that 

fl ank many holes. Doak’s 

remit here has been less 

about creating holes from 

scratch than working them 

into the natural landscape. 

The results are breathtaking.

Words Jeremy Ellwood   

Photography Joann Dost

Tara Iti / 
New Zealand

More North 
Island magic

O N  T H E

T E E
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When did you frst realise you were 

abnormally long, or is it something you’ve 

consciously worked towards?

I probably realised when I frst started 
playing golf properly around the age of 11 or 
12. Even from an early age, I had the ability 
to hit it past everyone at my club and was 
able to hit the ball 300 yards. It wasn’t my 
intention when I started playing golf and 
I don’t really know where it came from! I 
didn’t even start using a driver until two 
or three years into the whole process, but 
even with a 3-wood I was able to bash it past 
pretty much everyone at the club.

How did it develop from there?

I carried on playing and won a couple of 
club championships before entering a long-
driving competition at Stoke Park in 2003, 
when I was 18. I didn’t know the world 
championships existed, I just though I’d 
give it go. I didn’t do very well, but I was just 
using a standard driver and I didn’t really 
know about custom ftting. Two years later I 
won the European Championship and set a 
new European record at 474 yards and it just 
went from there. I then won the World Long 
Drive Championships in 2010 and it’s been a 
full-time job ever since.

Would you trade your life for that of a mid-

range European Tour player?

No, I wouldn’t. I chose this path and I’m the 
best in the world at what I do. In my opinion, 
to be able to say you’re the best in the world 
at something is always going to top anything 
else. The money you make as a mid-level 
European Tour player is great, but it’s not 
all about that. It’s about enjoying what you 
do. So for now, no. Will I go down that route 
later in my life? Who knows, we’ll see.

If you got a start in a low-level European 

Tour event, how do you think you’d get on?

If the course was half suited towards my 
game, in terms of being a little more open, 
and I’d practised, I like to think I’d do fairly 
well. My rounds at the moment are usually 
around the one- and two-under-par mark, 
and I’m not really playing that much. For me, 
it’s all about keeping the ball in play, but if 
I’m in play, I’m almost giving myself an extra 
shot per hole. I’m not too far away from the 
green on most par 5s, so even if I duff the 
second shot, I’ve still got an up and down for 
a birdie. With six months of solid practice 
going into an event like that, I think I’d do 
pretty well. 

What’s the single most important factor 

behind hitting long drives?

It depends on the level of player. If you’re 
looking at the club golfer, then it’s just 
about optimising your fight with spin 
rates, etcetera, and really squeezing all the 
numbers to work out where you’re losing 
yardage. That’s where launch monitors 
come into their own. But there’s so much 
that comes into it it’s almost impossible to 
narrow it down. At the top end, it comes 
down to speed; who’s got the fastest 
clubhead speed and who can hit it out of 
the middle of the face, because at that level 
everyone knows how to optimise. When you 
swing it at 150+mph, you can’t be hitting it 
anywhere other than the middle of the face. 
For me it’s all about speed. If I swing it at 
155mph and hit it out the middle, no one’s 
going to catch me.

Joe Miller
The 2010 RE/MAX World Long Drive Champion discusses the 

art of power hitting and whether he could compete on tour…
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The Game

For more player interviews go to GM’s YouTube channel

mph – Joe Miller’s 

ball speed. His 

clubhead speed can 

reach 155mph225
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Joe Miller’s 
career highlights 

■ Miller was brought up in 

Barnet and joined his local golf 

club, now The Shire, before his 

teenage years. Around the age 

of 12, he became aware of his 

awesome power off the tee 

and decided to start exploring 

the world of long-driving 

competitions alongside his 

successful amateur boys career.

■ In 2005, he entered his 

fi rst international event – 

the European Long Drive 

Championship – and blasted 

a 474-yard drive to claim the 

title. He’s won nine further 

professional titles, including 

t / orld Long Drive 

Ch i hi held in Las Vegas 

i 2010.

■ h t, he defeated 

D i i in the fi nal with 

l d i of 414 yards. His 

d i i g margin was 

th bi i he history of the 

d h lso became the 

fi competitor to 

l d h i l

■ ill former personal 

t i d dedicated gym 

e h i – is 6ft 4ins and 

i h 20 stone. He also 

h ld h world record for 

b ll d at 225 miles per 

h d his clubhead 

speed can reach 155mph. 

The Game
G E T T I N G 

P E R S O N A L

Is fi tness a prerequisite to power hitting?

It’s massive. Fitness, strength in the gym, 
conditioning and nutrition are the absolute 
keys, but that’s at the really top level. You 
don’t have to take it that seriously to hit long 
drives, but you do when you want to start 
winning World Championships. I’m in the 
gym seven days a week and my nutrition 
is on point seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day. There’s no let up, but the proof is in the 
pudding for me. I love doing what I do, but 
it’s because I’m good at it, I train hard and 
stay focused.

Is the long-drive circuit growing and is there 

now more awareness around the sport?

We always talk about the pivotal 
event, which is the World Long Drive 
Championship towards the end of the year. 
It’s gone from edited-down showings on 
ESPN at times like Christmas Day, when 
they can f nd a time slot for it, to worldwide 
coverage through Golf Channel out in the 
USA. It’s live, and there’s a whole month 
dedicated to it, including things like long-
driving studio tips. The crowds are getting 
bigger, the venues are getting better and it’s 

growing all the time. I’d like to see more 
growth over here but things are improving. 

Take us through the RE/MAX World Long 

Drive Championship win in 2010…

It actually wasn’t that close in the end! The 
guy who came second was 43 ya  
me, I think, and it was the bigge g 
margin ever. I just happened to c  
and it was goodnight on that! It  
experience and a mad year for m  
point. Being out in Vegas, under g  
as a 25-year-old going to smack  
front of everyone was just crazy  
stuff that we’ve done since has a  
come from that. Now, the swing 
is better and faster than ever 
so hopefully another victory is 
around the corner.

It sounds like a whirlwind since t e …

It’s great at the moment. Luckily  
have one of those jobs where I’m  
routine. One day I’m here in Eng  
I’m off to Germany, another I’m g  
Vegas. It’s so good to do what I d  
lot of fun! 

“Fitness, strength, conditioning and 

nutrition are absolute keys”

the RE/MAX World Long Drive 

Championship held in Las Vegas 

in 2010.

■ In that event, he defeated 

Dominic Mazza in the fi nal with 

a longest drive of 414 yards. His 

43-yard winning margin was 

the biggest in the history of the 

event, and he also became the 

fi rst European competitor to 

land the title. 

■ Miller – a former personal 

trainer and dedicated gym 

enthusiast – is 6ft 4ins and 

weighs 20 stone. He also 

holds the world record for 

ball speed at 225 miles per 

hour and his clubhead 

speed can reach 155mph. 

guy who came second was 43 yards behind 
me, I think, and it was the biggest winning 
margin ever. I just happened to catch one 
and it was goodnight on that! It was a mad 
experience and a mad year for me at that 
point. Being out in Vegas, under the lights, 
as a 25-year-old going to smack a ball in 
front of everyone was just crazy. The 
stuff that we’ve done since has all 
come from that. Now, the swing 

It sounds like a whirlwind since then…

It’s great at the moment. Luckily I don’t 
have one of those jobs where I’m stuck in a 
routine. One day I’m here in England, next 
I’m off to Germany, another I’m heading to 
Vegas. It’s so good to do what I do – it’s a 

I DIDN’T EXPECT TO CRY. 
A LOT OF EMOTION HAS 

COME OUT BECAUSE 
I’VE BEEN SO CLOSE 

SO MANY TIMES

The Australian after 

notching his fi rst Major 

Championship title

THEY

SAID

20
Jason Day’s score at the 

USPGA Championship, a new 

Major record

The number of putts Day holed from 

within ten feet at Whistling Straits

60

62
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We don’t

overpromise with words

like longer or loftier, because 

we’re confident that one swing of an 

Adams Blue club is all it takes to get one 

into your bag. Blue’s Easy Launch System 

is simple. It easily launches your ball into

 the air. Who couldn’t use more of 

that? Try Blue. It won’t 

let you down.

adamsgolf.com/blue



What happened…
Jason Day played some awe-inspiring golf at 
the USPGA Championship to notch his frst 
Major following a series of near-misses.

The Australian, who had three Major 
runner-up fnishes to his name heading into 
the tournament, played near-fawless golf to 
get over the line for the frst time.

After opening up with rounds of 68 and 
67, Day forced his way into the fnal group 
for the third round alongside Matt Jones.

On Saturday, he looked to be surging clear 
but a late double, coupled with an inspired 
spell from Jordan Spieth and an imperious 
display of ball-striking from Justin Rose, 
meant the tournament was far from over.

However, Day had no intention to cede 
to his Major-winning rivals, and produced 
a stunning fnal-round 67 to secure a long-
overdue win. He created a new Major scoring 
record in the process, while Spieth moved to 
the top of the Offcial World Golf Ranking.

What they said…
“To be able to play the way I did today, 
especially with Jordan in my group, was 
amazing. I learned a lot about myself being 
able to fnish the way I did.” Jason Day
“Game over, very happy for Jason. Great 
dude and well deserved. Hats off to Jordan, 
incredible season.” Tiger Woods

What we think…
There’s nothing inevitable in golf, but most 
people familiar with the professional game 

would have bet serious money on Day 
winning a Major Championship before 
the age of 30. Still, there’s a substantial gap 
between expectation and reality, and the 
popular Australian deserves enormous 
credit for playing his very best golf under the 
most intense pressure.

Day’s outpouring of emotion after 
securing the most coveted of victories 
was heart-warming indeed – a product of 
his string of near-misses and the personal 
journey he’s undertaken to get to this point. 
Now, there’s one less name for consideration 
in the ever-burgeoning ‘best player to have 
never won a Major’ category. 

What happened…

n Shane Lowry held off 

a stellar chasing pack at 

the WGC-Bridgestone 

Invitational, producing a 

magnifcent bogey-free fnal 

round to claim the biggest 

title of his life and move into 

the upper echelons of the 

world ranking.

What they said…

n “I played good today. I 

was quite nervous out there 

towards the end but made 

a lot of good decisions, hit 

the ball well and got a bit 

of luck as well, which was 

nice. It’s great to be able to 

pull something like this off.” 

Shane Lowry

What we think…

n Lowry’s victory wasn’t as 

unexpected as the American 

post-tournament response 

would have suggested. He 

has no discernible weakness 

in his game and the mental 

fortitude to succeed. Expect a 

serious assault on the Majors 

from the Irishman next year.

What happened…
■  Inbee Park played one 

of the rounds of the year at 

the Ricoh Women’s British 

Open at Turnberry. The 

South Korean, who had 

won six of the previous 14 

Majors, made fve birdies 

and an eagle over her last 

12 holes to fnish three 

shots clear of Ko Jin-young 

and complete the career 

Grand Slam at the age of 

just 27.

What they said…
■  “This is the greatest day 

of my life, for sure. I played 

great golf out there. This 

has been the goal of my 

career and I’ve achieved 

it at 27. It always seemed 

so far away and so hard.” 

Inbee Park

What we think…
■  Park’s performance on 

Sunday at Turnberry was 

up there with the very 

best Major rounds of the 

decade. The Korean’s 

metronomic rhythm never 

changed as she made 

serene progress through 

the feld. Only seven 

women in history have 

won four different Major 

Championships, and Park is 

now one of them. You have 

to think Patty Berg’s all-

time Major-winning record 

(15) will be threatened if 

she stays healthy. 

Jason Day’s new 

world ranking after 

his USPGA victory

The Game

Lowry breaches world’s top 20

Seventh 
heaven for 
Inbee Park
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emotions run high  
as day lands uSPGA 
Jason Day put his Major near-misses behind him in fne style 

with an impressive victory at Whistling Straits in Wisconsin
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EVERY GOLFER COULD USE A 
CLUB TO REPLACE THOSE PESKY 
LONG IRONS. WHETHER YOU’RE 
A TOUR PLAYER OR WEEKEND 
GRINDER, THIS CLUB WAS BUILT 
TO DO WHATEVER YOU NEED IT 
TO. YOUR FRIENDS AND
FOURSOME WILL TRY AND 
STEAL YOUR NEW RED HYBRID



uttenham Golf Club in Surrey 
and Chippenham Golf Club 
in Wiltshire were founded 
within two years of each other 
during the 1890s. Owing to 

their similar age, and the fact they share golf-
related names, Colin Reardon, chairman of 
Puttenham, thought it might be appropriate 
for the two clubs to meet for a match to see 
who would come out on top. And so the 
annual Chip & Putt Challenge was born.

On June 27, 12 members from each club 
teed it up at Puttenham. The teams comprised 
eight men and four women and both were 
spearheaded by the club captains: Doug 

Fleming and Sarah Dyason from Puttenham 
and Stuart Bridgwater and Shirley Hourigan 
from Chippenham.

Although completed in the friendliest 
spirit, there had to be a winner. The result 
echoed the old adage that your worst putt 
will generally beat your worst chip, and it was 
home side Puttenham that came out on top.

“We have been looking forward to this 
day for a long time and it turned out to be 
the success we hoped it would be,” said 
Puttenham captain Doug Fleming. Stuart 
Bridgwater from Chippenham added: “We’re 
now looking forward to it continuing for 
many years to come.”

P

The Game
C L U B 

F O C U S

125th anniversary
■ In 2016, Richmond 

Golf Club in London 

will celebrate its 125th 

anniversary and a full 

year of celebrations is 

being planned to mark 

the milestone. The club 

has implemented a 

signifi cant programme of 

renovation, upkeep and 

improvement in recent 

years and this will continue 

into the anniversary year. 

A schedule of celebratory 

events will be launched in 

the autumn.

Fundraising effort
■ Wildernesse Golf 

Club in Kent has raised 

over £22,000 for The 

Scotts Project Trust. 

The money will go 

towards improvements 

to a residential home in 

Tonbridge for adults with 

learning disabilities. The 

money was raised via a 

wide range of activities, 

from the club’s annual 

Sportsman’s Dinner to 

donations from players who 

landed in the designated 

‘Captain’s bunker’ during 

the fundraising period.

His name is Luca
■ Luca Cianchetti from 

Italy won the South of 

England Open Amateur 

Championship at Walton 

Heath. The 20-year-old 

fi nished on a four-round 

total of fi ve-under-par 

to win by a single stroke 

from former Kent county 

champion Michael 

Saunders. Steven Robins 

and Jake Burnage tied for 

third place.

Academy opens
■ Celebrities were on hand 

at High Legh Golf Club in 

Cheshire this July for the 

grand opening of American 

Golf’s National Academy. 

Footballers Shay Given, 

Gareth Barry and Kevin 

Kilbane were present, 

along with the Mayor of 

Knutsford, Cllr Tony Dean.

For more club news visit golf-monthly.co.uk
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Short and sweet
This June saw the inaugural match between Chippenham 

and Puttenham Golf Clubs: a battle of short-game namesakes

Gross score by 78-year-old Eddie Woodward 
at Tunshill Golf Club, beating his age by three

Sandy Scott of Nairn 
won the Scottish Boys 
Open Stroke Play at 

Royal Burgess

STOP PRESS

75
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The golfer’s choice

ritish watch brand ETIQUS 

has launched a 24-strong 

collection of timepieces made 

specifcally for those proud to 

be recognised as golfers.

The models – 17 for men and seven for 

women – include many subtle golf-specifc 

details, from a dimple-patterned face made  

to resemble a golf ball to a special pace-of-

play bezel.

This bezel, originally inspired by The R&A’s 

Pace of Play guidelines, is the distinctive 

feature that differentiates these watches 

from timepieces themed around other sports, 

making them a unique gift for the golfer.

ETIQUS is derived from the word etiquette, 

and the brand, founded by entrepreneur Gary 

Butler, is committed to preserving the spirit  

of the game for future generations.

The watches in the SPORT PRO, SPORT 

PRO IONIC and CLASSIC TOUR collections 

come with Swiss-made movements as 

standard and in a range of golf-related colours 

and strap materials. The glass faces are 

crafted from sapphire crystal, which is  

virtually scratchproof.

The patented timepieces range in price 

from £179 to £329, with the SPORT  

collections featuring the iconic bezel.

To highlight the brand’s commitment to 

golf, £5 from each purchase is donated to 

the Golf Foundation, which gives children 

and young people from all backgrounds 

the chance to experience the game and the 

benefts it has to offer.

For more details on ETIQUS watches and 

the various combinations on offer in the 

different collections, visit etiqus.co.uk

Measuring up 
n TLink is a new GPS device 

weighing just 30 grams, 

accompanied by a free-to-

download app with 30,000 listed 

courses. As well as providing hole 

information and yardages, it can 

be used as a watch and pedometer. 

$99; golftlink.com

Short-game school
n The Golf Short Game Tracker 

app, available for Android and 

Apple devices, gives you a range 

of tests and challenges, which will 

allow you to calculate a short-

game handicap.  

Visit golfshortgametracker.co.uk

Young man’s game
n Chasing the Legends – The Rise 

of the Young Guns in Golf, written 

by revered golf journalist Shane 

Ryan, analyses the sport’s recent 

youthful revolution.

£25; aurumpress.co.uk

Going green
n Looking for an energy boost 

without the caffeine? Bloom’s 

Supercharge matcha green tea 

provides four hours of consistent 

and natural energy while 

improving concentration and 

promoting calmness.

Visit bloomtea.co.uk

B

W
o
rd
s
 N

ic
k
 B

o
n

fi
e
ld

The Game
h o T  

p i c k s

4

3

2

1

Want a beautiful, practical and feature-packed timepiece 

crafed specially for golfers? Introducing ETIQUS…

SPORT PRO (left)

and SPORT IONIC 

(right) watches

The CLASSIC

TOUR model
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The Game

■ The launch of Ping’s new 

i and GMax irons signifes a 

new direction for the brand. 

Gone are the numbers after 

the letter in the name, as 

Ping looks to send a clearer 

than ever message about 

who their products are aimed 

at. Quite simply, i is for better 

players and G exists to help 

game-improvers.

Irons alone will form Ping’s 

i range, an understandable 

move given the versatility 

of the G30 woods family. 

Designed to offer a blend 

of feel, forgiveness and 

workability, Ping’s latest i 

launch is set to capitalise on 

the growing trend towards 

ever more forgiveness in a 

traditional-looking head. 

Ping’s decision to extend its 

G range by replacing Karsten 

is also a prudent move. Ping’s 

G irons are known for their 

distance and forgiveness 

and so using this franchise 

for their new super game-

improver irons makes sense. 

While larger than G30, GMax 

shouldn’t be pigeon-holed 

towards high handicappers 

alone. Once pride is put to 

one side, many low-teen 

handicaps may also be sold 

on the performance, even 

if it’s just in the long irons 

where help is needed most. 

Words Joel Tadman 

Photography Kim Porritt

Game changers / 
Ping irons

TAp foR 

ExclusivE 

vidEo
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Check out the GM YouTube channel for more coaching tips
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C
oming over the top is the number-one cause of 

a slice. When this happens you tend to reach the 

top of the backswing and then your upper body 

becomes too active, your right shoulder initiates the 

rotation in the downswing and the club is sent outside 

the ball-to-target line. It’s one of the most common 

faults in golf and this drill is a great one to try. Take 

your normal address position without a ball and take 

your left hand off the club. Swing to the top, keeping 

your left hand in the same position it was in at the 

start. Now swing down, trying to keep your left hand 

still – if you come over the top, that left hand will want 

to move towards the target. You should be able to 

release the club under your left hand. Once you get 

the feel for the right move, repeat the drill regularly 

to groove a better downswing motion. This drill works 

really well to force you to start the downswing by 

dropping the club onto a much better path.

■ By Golf Monthly Top 25 Coach, Clive Tucker, Wildwood, Surrey

Over the 
top drill
Clive Tucker explains how to 

groove a better downswing 

The Game
Q U I C K 

T I P

B O N U S 

T I P S

1 / Striking key
Try to keep your spine angle 

constant from address through to 

impact to achieve more consistent 

ball-striking.

Andrew Reynolds 

2 / Fairway wood contact
Use the bounce like you would with 

your wedges. It is the sole or bounce 

of the fairway wood that brushes the 

ground through impact. 

John Jacobs

3 / Putting drill
Find a fl at 5ft putt and place two 

balls on tees at the hole entrance, 

slightly closer together than the 

width of the hole, making a gateway. 

Neil Plimmer

TAP FOR 
EXCLUSIVE 

VIDEO
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1 Ping / Jas Soft Shell RRP £90 pingcollection.co.uk  2 Adidas / Golf ClimaHeat Concept Fill RRP £79.99 adidasgolf.eu  3 Under Armour / 

Elemental Half Zip RRP £75 underarmour.co.uk  4 Nike / Hyperadapt Shield RRP £90 nike.com/golf  5 FootJoy / Hybrid £110 footjoy.co.uk  

6 Galvin Green / Brad Half Zip Windstopper RRP £180 galvingreen.com  7 Puma / Warm Storm Half Zip Pop Over RRP £75 cobrapumagolf.com  

8 Oscar Jacobson / Marco Tour RRP £90 sport.oscarjacobson.com  9 Mizuno / Featherweight Windlite Vest RRP £65 golf.mizunoeurope.com
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Visit golf-monthly.co.uk for more gear
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Win in the wind
Keep breeze at bay with a wind top, many of which were on show at this year’s Open Championship
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ne of the fundamental 
issues golf faces today, and 
a problem discussed almost 
universally within the sport, 
is the amount of time it takes 

to complete 18 holes. Many players fnd it 
diffcult to justify giving up fve or six hours 
of free time to play a round of golf when they 
have family commitments or other interests 
to pursue. Others fnd it hugely frustrating 
to stand on the fairways, waiting on every 
single shot as slow players in front hamper 
their progress. Is golf’s regimented system 
of etiquette a key factor contributing to slow 

play? And if that is the case, is it possible/
feasible to alter parts of it?

Let’s start from the tee and the ‘honour 
system’. How often have you stood ready to 
play a tee shot with an open fairway in front 
of you, but haven’t been able to strike off 
as it isn’t your honour? A playing partner, 
who is still by the last green trying to fx his 
umbrella onto his bag, has just made a birdie 
and should be up to play. Valuable minutes 
are wasted as he organises himself and gets in 
position. Wouldn’t it have made more sense 
if those ready had played away to keep things 
moving quickly?

Moving down the fairway, we fnd the same 
playing partner in a diffcult position in a 
copse of trees. He’s having trouble deciding 
what shot to play and is acting out all sorts 
of potential options. You’re ready to go but 
have to wait and watch this performance, as 
he’s slightly further from the pin than you – 
more minutes wasted. If you add all the time 
lost by adhering resolutely to our honour/
playing-in-turn system through each round, 
it would be signifcant. If people played when 
ready (when it’s polite and prudent to do so), 
tens of minutes could be shaved from average 
round times. It’s diffcult to argue against that, 

The Game

Does golf’s etiquette  
need a rethink?

Golf’s etiquette has evolved over hundreds of years and is viewed as a defning characteristic 

of our sport. But is our code of behaviour outdated? Do we need to change our ways?

O

Join in the debate on the GM Forum

Valuable minutes can be lost on the tee waiting 

for the player with the honour to get ready
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but it should be noted that the honour system 
and playing in turn have an important place 
in competitive (particularly match play) golf 
and should remain in these instances. It can 
be part of the tactics of a closely fought match, 
but in bounce games or even Medal rounds 
is it absolutely necessary? Surely not, and it 
shouldn’t be viewed as some sort of violation 
if someone plays out of turn when it makes 
sense to do so.

How about on the green? There is, probably, 
more time wasted on the putting surface than 
anywhere else on the course, and a key reason 
for this is our rigid etiquette. “Who’s away?” ... 
“Not sure Frank, what do you reckon, Terry?” 
… “Let’s just have 
a look, hmm, very 
close, I’ll quickly 
pace it…” 

Oh my word, 
would somebody 
please take a 
putt! Again, it’s 
important in match 
play that the person 
furthest away 
goes frst, but does 
it really matter 
in strokeplay? 
Common sense should 
prevail and whoever is 
ready frst should just 
get on with it. And they 
shouldn’t fear they’re 
committing some sort 
of horrendous faux pas.

Then there’s the 
business of standing on 
lines: “I’ll just mark...” 
But you’re only four inches away from the 
cup… “I think I’d be standing on your line to 
tap it in…” But you’re wearing spikeless shoes 
and about 100 people have already stood 
on that exact spot today, and it will basically 
add an extra minute on this green. And if 
everybody does that, we’ll be out on this 
course until the cows come home!

Let’s face it; on frm summer greens with 
soft spikes or spikeless shoes, standing on 
somebody’s line should be a non-issue. It’s 
an obsolete and time-consuming custom – a 
relic of the old days of metal spikes and rough 
putting surfaces.

In fact, should we totally change the way 
putting is ordered? Perhaps an individual 
should keep putting until they get their ball 
into the hole. That would certainly speed up 
play and eliminate the frustrating sight of 
four players all marking after their approach 
putts then, one by one, replacing their balls 
and tapping in from six inches. By the time 
you fnally get to play your approach shot to 
that green having waited for an age, you’ve 

considered every possible thing that can go 
wrong and, thus, something inevitably will.

It may be Rules, rather than etiquette-based, 
but another time-sapping procedure is the 
tended-fag rule. If you’re 70 feet away on the 
front of the green with the fag right at the 
back, how annoying is it to wait for a playing 
partner to rake a bunker, take his bag to the 
next tee, get his putter and take off his glove 
before he appears to tend the fag for you? 
Surely it would have made sense if you’d been 
able to putt up towards the stick. The chances 
of your striking the fag were minute and, even 
if you did, what would it matter?

But are all these suggestions the thin end 
of the wedge? 
Etiquette is an 
essential part 
of the skeleton 
that supports 
golf’s principles 
of integrity and 
courtesy and, if we 
start to chip away 
at the old polite 
customs, will 
we compromise 
the civility of 
our great sport? 

Might we see players 
barging onto the tee 
to get their drive away 
frst, ignoring playing 
partners as they 
charge on with their 
own private mission? 
Could we see people 
grinding their heels 
into someone’s line to 

create a defnite obstacle on the green? 
One would like to think not. Golf is not 

an aggressive or inimical game and golfers 
are, quite rightly, keen to be courteous to 
fellow players. But few of us would say we are 
incapable of demonstrating common sense. 
When everybody is ready on the tee at the 
same time, the player who had the lowest 
score on the previous hole should go frst. 
However, if a player is clearly not ready to play 
and you are, wherever it is on the course, there 
should be no stigma attached to you doing so. 
On the greens efforts should be made, within 
reason, to putt out and keep the game fowing.

Golfers should be thoughtful towards their 
playing partners, but also to groups behind. By 
making sensible efforts to expedite the game, 
this will be achieved. 

Golf’s steadfast, ingrained etiquette does 
indeed need a rethink. Few will lose enjoyment 
if we play more ready golf or putt out more 
regularly, but more might be inclined to play if 
a round takes half an hour less and there is less 
mind-numbing and irritating waiting.W
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“In strokeplay, common

sense should prevail

and whoever is ready

to putt frst should just

get on with it”

Should we change the way putting is ordered?



T
he Rules guys were kept 
on their toes at St Andrews 
this year thanks to the 
weather, and there’s no 
doubt golf’s Rules can be a 

complicated affair.
I’ve certainly come a cropper a few times 

over the years. I remember going into a 
rabbit hole in the 1973 Open at Troon, 
taking a drop and my ball then rolling 
outside where I had measured. I’d dropped 
within the designated area, but sadly, what 
I didn’t know was that if the ball rolled 
outside that area but within another two 
club-lengths, it was still okay – it 
was still in play. Mine was within 
two club-lengths of where it had 
landed, but I thought it had to stay 
within the area I had marked out. 
So it was a genuine mistake, which I 
got penalised for, because it was all 
on TV. But it taught me to always 
ask for rulings when uncertain.

That said, in my f rst senior 
tournament at Lytham – the British 
Seniors – I was playing alongside 
Gary Player and Tom Wargo. On 
the 11th hole I was in a bunker and my ball 
hit the lip and just brushed my shirt before 
coming back down into the sand. I told 
Gary and Tom, declared a one-shot penalty, 
and eventually signed for a 79 as I’d played 
terribly! I then got a call back at the hotel 
and talked it through with The R&A. They 
said, “We thought that’s what you did, but 
it’s two shots.” 

So I’d signed for a score lower than I’d 
actually taken and ended up being DQ’d. 
But Gary, Tom and I all thought it was one 
shot, so there was ignorance there on all 
our parts. So my take on it these days – 
certainly given the amount of money the 
top guys are playing for – is that you need a 
Rules guy close at all times!

I remember another time in the LA 
Open being well inside the cut line as I 

played the 17th in round two. It was a par 
3 and I pulled my tee shot, then tried to lob 
it over a tree to get it on the green. My ball 
hit the tree and didn’t come down! 

I could see two balls up there. One was 
a Titleist, but I was playing a Maxf i, so I 
said to the off cial: “That one’s not mine, 
so the other one must be.” He said: “You’ve 
got to identify it to say it’s yours.” So my 
caddie started to shin up this tree, but a 
chimpanzee couldn’t have got to where 
this ball was. He shook it a bit, and two 
balls dropped down. When he came down 
the off cial said: “Did you shake the tree?” 

He said yes, and the off cial replied: “I 
thought so – that’s a two-shot penalty for 
moving a ball in play.” I ended up missing 
the cut out of nowhere!

So I’ve had my Rules experiences and 
sometimes it’s diff cult, because common 
sense doesn’t always seem to prevail. But 
I guess that’s because we’re all biased 
towards our own ends, so we don’t want it 
to be as bad as it can be. 

I’ve always felt it’s a bit unfair that 
you hit a perfect drive down the fairway 
and f nish in somebody’s divot, as 
Marc Leishman did in the play-off at St 
Andrews. Rub of the green, they call that, 
don’t they? And in the old days you could 
hit a very good shot in to f ve or six feet 
and have a huge spike mark between 
you and the hole – laziness on the part 

of someone else. That kind of thing does 
seem unfair to me, but I think the divot 
scenario is the worst, although I appreciate 
it would be very hard to def ne what is and 
isn’t a divot.

Spike marks were a big problem 30 
years ago, and we did have a year on the 
European Tour when you were allowed to 
tap spike marks down. I vividly remember 
players going all the way down the 
line tapping the damn things down, so 
somebody is always going to take it to the 
extreme, aren’t they? And The R&A has 
got to take it to its extreme too as the body 

who makes the Rules.
Looking back, I’m not sure how 

we managed in the 1960s when 
we played the two f nal rounds 
in a day at all our tournaments, 
as I did from 1963 right through 
until I went to America in 1967. 
Essentially your fellow competitors 
on the f nal day were your referees, 
so if you thought you deserved 
a drop, you’d call them over and 
they’d say: “Yeah, that’s good,” or 
whatever. It was about fair play and 

very little happened that really stopped us 
from a Rules perspective. They just didn’t 
have enough staff on tour back then, but 
if I was out there, I wouldn’t do a thing 
without asking.

And f nally, I do think some of the 
Rules are stupid. A guy drops his ball on 
his marker and his marker jumps up, as 
happened to Ian Poulter a few years ago. 
What’s that all about? Just when you think 
you’ve seen it all…!

My Rules clangers…

■ Tony Jacklin is working with Magnolia 

Park Golf & Country Club in Buckinghamshire 

to design a brand new par-3 course, driving 

range and academy facilities. For more 

information, visit www.magnoliapark.co.uk

Follow Tony on Twitter @jacklin_tony

The Rules of Golf are complex and I have had some issues 

over the years. I think a few are unfair or perhaps even silly…

Tony Jacklin

“I’ve always felt it was a bit 
unfair that you hit a perfect 
drive down the fairway and 
f nish in someone’s divot, as 

Marc Leishman did in the 
play-of  at St Andrews” 
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S
o The Open and the USPGA 
Championships have come 
and gone, and what f ne 
tournaments they were. 
Unfortunately, the former 

was missing something – Rory McIlroy. 
He was playing football before The Open 
with his mates when he fell awkwardly… 
well, you all know the rest. His decision 
to take at least a month off was the 
right one, absolutely. With the top-class 
medical care he gets access to, I’m sure he 
could have strapped it up and got out on 
the fairways, but there was zero point in 
doing so. It’s hard enough to beat 
the best players in the world with 
a perfect ankle, let alone with an 
injured one – especially when you 
consider how powerful his golf 
swing is. If he had played and 
done more damage, that could 
have been curtains for this year, 
and possibly beyond. In the 
grand scheme of things, missing 
one Major and a World Golf 
Championship is no disaster.

I’m just so happy he got this 
injury when he was out playing with his 
mates. Don’t take it the wrong way – of 
course I’m not happy the world’s best 
player did this on the eve of his defence 
of The Open Championship at the Home 
of Golf – but I just think it’s great that 
he was out having a game of f ve-a-side 
with his pals. How cool is that? It says a 
lot to me about Rors. So many golfers, 
and sportsmen in general, change with 
success, but McIlroy seems to be well 
grounded and unaffected. 

Sure, it was sad he got injured, and 
some asked what he was doing playing 
football in the f rst place. What a load of 
nonsense. I’ll tell you why he was there – 
because he wanted to be there. It’s simple. 
He values his time with his friends as a 
young man. He leads such a busy global 

life that he just doesn’t get to do the things 
most 20-somethings take for granted as 
often as he would like. Good on him. He 
could have slipped in the shower that 
morning. He could have been cooking up 
some baked beans and dropped the can 
on his foot. If he did that, would people 
criticise him for cooking his own food so 
close to a Major Championship? Live and 
let live is what I always say. 

I remember the legendary Seve 
Ballesteros hurt himself many, many 
years ago coming off his bike in Spain. 
Miguel Angel Jimenez and Phil Mickelson 

have both injured themselves in skiing 
accidents. Even yours truly managed to 
slip onto a coffee table after a few too 
many electric lemonades and break his 
rib! Gee whiz, that did hurt! The reality 
of it all is that accidents happen, and Rory 
won’t be the last. That’s life. 

In 1983, Jack Newton – who lost in a 
play-off to Tom Watson at the 1975 Open 
Championship – walked into an aeroplane 
propeller at an airport in Sydney. He 
lost his right eye and arm and sustained 
serious abdominal injuries. At the time 
of the accident, doctors gave him a 50:50 
chance of survival, but he pulled through 
after spending eight weeks in intensive 
care. Still, he lost his livelihood and the 
game he loved. That’s devastating. Payne 
Stewart lost his life at the height of his 

fame. That’s tragedy. These events help 
to put things into perspective a little 
bit when someone else has a moan that 
Rory lost a month as a result of doing 
something he enjoys.

He is now back playing the game he 
loves, and hopefully he’ll be back on the 
pitch with his mates playing football again 
soon. I hope he’s doing that every time 
he can back in Belfast. The only problem 
with him and football is the team he 
supports, Manchester United!

All these fuddy-duddies are asking why 
he did it. Simple: because he wanted to. 

Professional golfers drive fast cars, 
go on private jets and the rest of it. 
They live life in the fast lane, and 
good for them. One of the reasons 
Rory is so successful is because he 
has a life outside of golf, because 
he has that balance. 

So many players nowadays 
are so engrossed in the world of 
professional golf they forget there’s 
a life to lead outside of it! You get 
a number of youngsters coming 
out of college who are wet behind 

the ears. Half of them don’t even have a 
passport to get out of the country! They 
are living sheltered lives. 

A lot of them have been focused on the 
same things from a very young age and 
don’t have a huge amount of personality 
or differing character traits as a result. 
That’s why it’s been great to see players 
like Peter Uihlein and Brooks Koepka 
come over and play on the European Tour, 
to get some golf ng and life experience 
outside of the States. There’s more to life 
than golf, so get out there and live it! 

Live and let live

■ Wayne Riley is a former member of the 

European Tour and two-time winner who 

is now part of the Sky Sports Golf Team. 

Wayne writes exclusively for Golf Monthly

All those who have been criticising Rory for his football-

related injury need to realise there’s more to life than golf…

Wayne Riley

“So many players nowadays 
are so engrossed in the

world of professional golf 
they forget there’s a life to 

live outside of it, especially 
those coming out of college”
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I 
have to admit I wasn’t into f tness 
at all growing up. I was a chubby 
kid from the age of 12 or 13 up to 
18 or 19. Even when I was 20 I was 
still a bit chubby. The EGU was just 

getting into f tness when I was in the elite 
squad, but I did the bare minimum and 
never really paid much attention because 
I was playing okay. You don’t really worry 
about it when you’re young, but looking 
back I wish I’d started much sooner.

It’s a big thing for me now for a number 
of reasons, f rst and foremost because it 
allows me to practise for longer. That and 
staying injury-free are the two 
main things for me, and the f tter 
and stronger you are, the better. I 
think we owe it to the sport too, 
because it is a sport and we are, 
supposedly, athletes. I want to 
be able to stand next to anybody 
who plays a different sport and 
call myself an athlete. Rory, Tiger, 
Adam Scott and Dustin Johnson all 
look brilliant, and that’s how the 
sport should be.

I started working with a trainer 
called Kevin Duffy halfway through my 
f rst year on tour, initially doing a lot of 
injury prevention stuff because I was 
getting a lot of trouble with my back, 
and at a young age, that’s not good. I 
was getting little niggles that never really 
affected the way I played, but could have 
grown into something bigger. 

Now, I’m quite into my f tness like a lot 
of the guys. I enjoy doing it and would 
like to think of myself as one of the f ttest 
guys out here. That motivates me. I want 
to look the part, but I want to feel f t and I 
want to be strong. It actually doesn’t affect 
how far you hit it once you get to a certain 
level – it’s more the amount you can 
practise and the way you feel.

I work on everything really, but 
the cardio side is a bit more on and 

off because I can lose weight quickly 
these days. My waist size has dropped 
considerably. When I was 16 I wore 
36-inch trousers – I was a really fat boy 
– and now I’ve been a 30-inch waist for 
about a year. I try to eat quite a lot as I’m 
in the smallest-sized trousers Nike do 
now, so I can’t go any smaller. I don’t want 
to be in the junior range!

So because I’m trying to put weight on, 
my cardio is generally just short bursts 
to keep my f tness levels up. Beyond 
that, I’ve been doing weights and a bit of 
strengthening and conditioning work for 

quite a while now, as I’m constantly trying 
to get bigger and stronger.

I also struggle a bit with posture. I’ve 
had a bit of a rounded back since I was a 
kid, and have always slouched. So quite 
a bit of time goes into trying to make my 
posture better. It feels like an awful lot of 
work for not much reward when you can’t 
see the difference – but it’s getting better.

Most of the younger pros work very 
hard on their f tness now. I know Tiger 
started it all off, but I think Rory has 
opened a lot of people’s eyes. You actually 
see a lot of the older tour pros working 
on their f tness now too. But there are 
different sides to it. Some are just building 
their muscles up; others are doing stuff to 
keep themselves playing and injury-free. 
Others still want to get bigger, stronger, 

faster or f tter. But there will always be 
some who don’t do it, and some who 
probably wouldn’t actually benef t. From 
a golf f tness point of view, you have to 
look at certain people who you wouldn’t 
describe as f t in the wider context and say 
that they’re doing something right.

I also wear a Biof ow wristband, which 
I f nd a real help. I put one on years ago 
and won in Kazakhstan, so I carried 
on wearing it for quite a while. But I 
started wearing one again full-time a 
year or so ago, and for me, although I 
don’t consciously notice what it’s doing, 

somewhere in the subconscious it 
is doing something. I feel it gives 
me that little edge mentally on the 
course, and helps calm me down. 
I’m actually one of the calmer 
people on the outside, but I can get 
a bit stressed on the inside, and I 
think my wristband helps there.

Overall, I do feel that working 
on my f tness has def nitely helped 
me. I generally recover a lot better 
from travelling now compared to 
when I was f rst on tour, which 

is a massive thing with the amount of 
travelling we do. And being f tter, I do 
feel better about myself, so if we go to the 
bigger events, I can walk on to the range 
and I’m not a chubby little kid any more. 
I feel a bit more comfortable standing 
alongside all the best players in the world.

You spend so much time working on 
your putting and your swing and the 
mental side, and f tness is another aspect 
where I know I’m now doing all the right 
things. It’s just another box to be ticked as 
a professional golfer, and I can draw added 
conf dence from it.

Focus on fi tness

■ Tommy Fleetwood is a Nike staff 

professional competing on the European 

Tour and is Golf Monthly’s playing editor

Growing up, f tness wasn’t a priority for me, but now it’s a 

huge part of the game and I wish I’d focused on it sooner

Tommy Fleetwood

“Most of the younger 
professionals work very 

hard on their f tness now. I 
know Tiger started it all of , 
but I think Rory has opened 

a lot of people’s eyes”
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JOHNSON
HE RANKS 157TH IN DRIVING DISTANCE AND 

185TH IN CLUBHEAD SPEED. YET IN THIS 

LONG-BALL ERA, HE HAS 12 TOUR WINS, 

INCLUDING THE MASTERS AND THE OPEN 

CHAMPIONSHIP, AND HAS PILED UP $37 

MILLION IN EARNINGS. IF JOHNSON, 39, 

KEEPS WINNING, THE WORLD GOLF HALL 

OF FAME AWAITS. NATURALLY, 

EVERYONE WANTS TO KNOW...

W E I G H S  1 1 . 5  S T O N E

HOW DOES 
ZACH DO IT?

ZACH 

Interview by Jessica Marksbury | Photography Andrew Hancock, Getty Images
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e’re here at your old home 

course, Elmcrest Country 

Club, on the renamed Zach 

Johnson Drive. How surreal 

is that? 

Yeah, it’s a bit much. I mean, if we’re going 
to get real specifc here, Zach Johnson Drive 
might only be 65 yards long, you know? 
[Laughs]. Not too long ago, I had to have 
some stuff shipped to Elmcrest for an event 
my foundation was putting on, and I called 
the pro shop. I said, “Guys, forgive me, but 
it’s been so long. What’s the address?” And 
they’re like, “You’re joking, aren’t you?” And 
I said, “No, I have no idea.” And they’re like, 
“It’s One Zach Johnson Drive.”

You once described yourself as an average 

college player from Drake University. How 

has that “average” player gone on to have 

such an impressive career?

I was just late [in developing] but I was late 
with everything. As a kid, I played every 
sport: tennis, basketball, soccer. Golf was a 
part of that equation, but it wasn’t the sole 
focus. In high school, professional sports 
were an aspiration, but I wouldn’t say that 
they were at the forefront of my dreams. They 
were just, you know, there. I wanted to play 
soccer and basketball at a high, high level, 
but those sports passed me by. And when 
they did, golf was still there. Golf picked me 
– that’s the way I’ve always said it. It was my 
outlet to compete on a playing feld where I 
was more level with others. You know, in golf 
I didn’t have to be 6’2”, 13 stone. 

Did you consider non-golf careers?

I had the option, certainly, of going back to 
university, getting my master’s and getting 
into the business world. But you know 
what? I want no regrets. Competition is my 
outlet. It’s what fuels me. I thought, if we can 
get some things in order – specifcally, the 
fnances and the support – then, you know, 
let’s give it a shot to make it as a professional. 

Once my sole focus was golf, that’s when the 
improvement came.

The story of your band of supporters and 

fnancial backers in Cedar Rapids, Iowa is 

well known. A lot of guys feel immense  

pressure to pay that support back. Was that 

the case with you?

No, it really wasn’t. The individuals, the 
families, the companies – most of them were 
here at Elmcrest – saw a kid improving, and 
their goal was just to see how far he could go 
and to be a part of it. At least that’s what I felt 
from day one. There certainly was a �nancial 
risk – it was a stock-basis thing, and they 
bought shares. Over �ve, six years, I was able 
to pay them back, and then some. I can’t be 
more thankful to them.

It’s been said that a golfer needs something 

to play for. Do you think that’s true?

Sure. A number of factors are involved. The 
one that most comes to my mind in all this 
is that I’ve been given a gift, a God-given 
ability. And it’s my responsibility to utilise 
it to the best of my abilities. That means, 
obviously, providing for my family. That 
also means providing for others. And that 
means upholding the game to the standard it 
deserves. I think it also means not taking it as 
seriously as some, because it is just a game. 

Look, I’m human – I’m not perfect. I want to 
win, so I sometimes get caught up in it. But 
I’ve got to have my checks and balances. I’ve 
got to have my accountability. 

You’d probably be the frst to admit that 

you’ve made more with less: modest 

distance, modest clubhead speed, et cetera. 

Caddie Steve Williams has said you are the 

one player who can’t be beaten mentally. 

Where does that discipline come from? And 

is it key to your success?

That was very nice of him to say, but don’t 
believe everything you read. [Laughs]. Look, 
I’m not going to wow you with my game. 
It’s boring. But where golf demands the 
utmost – in situations of mental, emotional, 
and physical stress – it’s boring enough that 
I can rely on it. I really savour the moments 
when golf demands everything of me. I love 
coming back and winning. I love having the 
shot I need to hit and being in that position 
to have to execute on command. That’s why I 
practise, and I feel I can do it. 

On tour, is there a fair balance between 

events played on bomb-and-gouge courses 

and those on shorter, more tactical tracks?

I think there is. A lot of tracks have 
withstood the test of time and the boost in 
technology. What is frustrating – and a lot 

W
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Johnson celebrates a

birdie on the 18th before 

his Open play-off win



of my peers would say the same thing – is 
when those who are building golf courses 
or putting on tournaments feel that a course 
now has to be 7,500 to 8,000 yards long. That 
is the biggest farce in the game today. If you 
look at the average driving distance on the 
PGA Tour, and then compare that with the 
money list or FedEx Cup standings, you’ll 
fnd there’s not a whole lot of parallel there. 
Granted, Rory kills it, Bubba kills it. But there 
are only so many of those guys. And Rory 
and Bubba have phenomenal short games. If 
you break it down, driving distance is almost 
the most irrelevant stat week to week.

Does it frustrate you to be asked how you 

stay competitive as a shorter hitter?

No. I’ve embraced it. I don’t have much of 
a choice there. I don’t carry the ball more 
than about 270 yards. Guys out here who 
I’m playing against, when they tee it up, their 
3-wood is my driver. They’ve got another 
gear that I don’t. What it comes down to is, 
I’ve got to hit more fairways, and my wedge 
game and putting have to be as good as most, 
or better. That’s where my focus will be. 

Do you think greater distance would make a 

big difference for you?

No, I don’t, so I take that out of the equation. 
What’s the one thing that I’d really like to 

have? I’d like to be a better, more consistent 
putter. I’d like to have less fear on the green, 
like when I was a kid. As a kid, I just hit it, 
and it went in – a lot, especially from eight 
feet in. So I’d take fearless putting over 
anything. Look at Jordan Spieth. He’s not 
going to wow you with anything he does, but 
the mental side of his game – he’s extremely 
tough. And then his putting [is excellent], 
specifcally from 20 feet and in. We don’t see 
that very often.

What can you tell us about Jordan?  

As a professional athlete, as a guy who 
plays the same sport he does, it’s hard for 
me to grasp the maturity he has on the 
course at his age. And he had it when he 
was 19! I mean, he was 
top-tenning on the 
PGA Tour, it seemed 
like, when he was 18 
or 19. He’s 22 now? 
I can’t comprehend 
that. He’s such a good 
kid. So his maturity 
on the course, I can’t 
fathom it. And his 
maturity off the golf 
course exceeds even 
that – his class, his 
integrity, et cetera, 
et cetera. I credit his 
parents. He’s got a 
great family. They did a really, really good 
job. And it’s refreshing to see.

Jordan took this year’s Masters, but you’ve  

had six top tens in Majors since your win 

at Augusta in 2007. Where’s your best 

chance of winning a second one? [Note: This 

interview was conducted two weeks before 

Johnson won the 2015 Open.] 

I need a course that favours my game off 
the tee – a course where hitting fairways is 
a premium – and favours my game on the 
greens. I can compete on any course, because 

if I play well, it’ll show. But the likelihood of 
winning – it’s just hard. Given all that, I’d say 
The Open Championship. I love it.

Why The Open?

I love what it demands. It’s one of my 
favourite tournaments, and it’s the most fun 
to play. It’s just beautiful golf. So that one is 
high on my list. If I had never won a Major 
and you said, “Pick the one you’d expect to 
win frst,” it would not have been Augusta 
– but that would be the one I’d want to win. 
The Masters is a good one, and I would take 
another. [Laughs].

Let’s talk about the Ryder Cup. You took the 

USA’s loss at Medinah, in 2012, pretty hard.

That was a rough defeat. 
And it still is rough.

Davis Love III is 

getting another 

chance as captain. 

As his friend, how 

motivating is that?

Motivation is not a 
problem with the 
Ryder Cup. Never has 
been, never will be. 
I’ve played on four 
teams and haven’t 
won one yet. Maybe 
that’s a sign. But 

motivation’s never lacking. I mean, I want 
to win it for my captain. And I certainly 
want to win it for my country and for the 
team. If I have the opportunity to be on the 
next team, I am going to relish it, because, 
competitively, it is the best thing I’ve ever 
been associated with.

What’s happened to the American team in 

the last 20 years?

We’ve just got to play better. I mean, has the 
European team got better? Probably. As a 
whole, top to bottom, I would say that our 
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“I savour the 
moments when 

golf demands 
everything of  

me. I love coming 
back to win. I just 

love having to 
execute”

Holding the Claret Jug after 

his victory at St Andrews

“Once my sole focus was golf,

that’s when the improvement came”



depth is usually one of our biggest assets. 
And in that tournament, we do rest a lot of 
people. But if that’s the reason we lose, you’d 
think we’d lose by half a point here or a point 
there. With the exception of Medinah, we’ve 
been getting shellacked. I don’t know what 
the recipe is, other than we have to play a 
little bit better. And I do know this: a win 
isn’t remotely as far off as people think. 

You haven’t been on a winning Ryder Cup 

team, but the Presidents Cup teams have 

been very successful. 

Maybe it’s because we don’t want it as 
much. The Ryder Cup has so much more 
weight to it. Although inside the ropes it 
seems like it’s almost as competitive, it’s not 
the same degree with the Presidents Cup. 
I mean, I have the jitters and nerves, and 
emotionally I’m still very involved because 
I love competition – I love what it demands. 
And I don’t want to lose. But the Presidents 
Cup doesn’t have the tradition and history of 
the Ryder Cup. And, rightfully so, the media 
makes the Ryder Cup a bigger deal.

You turn 40 next year. Does that give you a 

perspective on what you’ve accomplished?

I don’t like to get caught up in the past. I 
certainly learn from it, good and bad. But I 
like to be more about right now. I’m getting 
to that age where I’m a veteran on tour, and 
these younger guys come to me and ask me 
questions, same as I used to do, you know? 

You’re the wise old mentor now.

I guess, yes. [Laughs]. I still feel like I’m 25. 
And today, with all these young, young guys, 
even 25 seems old on tour. But that’s the 
beauty of our sport. I’ve still got players I can 
go to for counsel – Davis Love III, Jay Haas – 
who I feel get it right. Who I can learn from. 
If I can turn to those guys, then certainly the 
younger guys can turn to me.  

But there’s no retirement timeline in place?

No. People ask me, “What do you want to 
do? Do you want to design courses?” I’m 

like, “I don’t have a clue.” I’m still playing. 
And I’m still thinking, what’s my next week? 
I want to win! And that’s how my team and 
I view it. I’m still in mid-career. Jim Furyk, 
what a model he is for someone like me, 
for a number of reasons. He’s still at it, 
still cracking on it every other week, and 
occasionally he gets the win. Retirement 
is something to look forward to, but I’m 
defnitely not focusing on it yet.

With 17 tour wins and a major to his name, 

Furyk is Hall of Fame–worthy. What do you 

think it would take to get into the Hall?

I’ve got to win more tournaments, and the 
only way I know how to do that is to try to 
improve every day. I don’t know the ins and 
outs of the Hall of Fame. I don’t know what’s 
required to get in. But I can tell you that right 
now that it’s the least of my concerns. If it 
happened it would be a phenomenal honour, 
but it is so not in the forefront of my mind. If 

there’s anything I aspire to – 
oh, I’m not going to go into it. 
It’s boring.

No, tell us...

Okay, okay. For me, the 
Payne Stewart Award [given 
annually by the PGA Tour 
since 2000] recognises 
exactly what a professional 
golfer should be. I’ve been 
to multiple ceremonies, and 
I know the individuals that 
have received it – guys like 
Davis Love, David Toms and 
Tom Watson. It honours 
both on- and off-course 
accomplishments, and it looks 

at what an individual has done for the game, 
and what the game’s done for him. There 
are parallels to who Payne was as a person 
and as a man. He was one of my favourites, 
maybe the favourite. Unfortunately, I never 
got to meet him. I don’t know if the award 
gets the recognition it deserves, but it would 
mean a lot to me.

It sounds like you’re saying that, absolutely, 

golf is important, but that what we do 

outside the game is a better measure of who 

we are. Is that a fair assessment?

One of my biggest fears is that my kids’ 
perception of me will be wrapped up in the 
game of golf. It’s my job, and it should be 
nothing more than that. It just so happens 
that a lot of people think my job is pretty 
cool. But my kids know me as their dad, not 
as a tour player. It’s important that they put 
things in perspective and say, “You know, 
dad had something that was given to him – a 
pretty cool gift. He used it to the best of his 
abilities. He loved it. But it’s not his driving 
force in life.”
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“I’m not going to 
wow you with my 

game. But when golf 
demands the utmost 

– in situations of 
stress – it’s boring 
enough that I can 

rely on it”

“My wedge game

has to be as good as

most, or better”

Johnson’s frst Major

triumph at Augusta in 2007
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Hitting
Shane Lowry’s career hit 
new heights with his recent 
triumph at the WGC- 
Bridgestone Invitational. 
He talks to Neil Tappin 
about his impressive rise 
up the rankings

Portrait: Kevin Murray Photography: Getty Images
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the big time
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t’s 8.30am on the Monday 
morning of BMW PGA 
Championship week at 
Wentworth, and I’m sat 
with Shane Lowry in the 

clubhouse at nearby Bearwood Lakes. Our 
interview is due to take place on the golf 
course, but it’s hammering down with rain 
outside so we’ve retreated to the safety of 
the boardroom. Having started his season 
on the PGA Tour, this is the Irishman’s f rst 
tournament back on European soil – little 
does he know what the next few months 
have in store.

Exactly six years ago, in similarly wet and 
windy conditions, Lowry became only the 
third amateur to win on the European Tour. 
By defeating Robert Rock in a play-off at the 
Irish Open, his f rst professional event, he 
leapt from promising amateur to star of the 
game all in the space of four magical days. 

So spectacular was the achievement 
that Golf Monthly went in search of an 
in-depth interview with the man himself. 
The opportunity arrived in September of 
2009 and I was dispatched to his home in 
Offaly, where Shane was still living with his 
parents. With a souvenir caddie’s bib from 

the Bridgestone Invitational he’d recently 
returned from on the wall of his bedroom 
and a poster of him holding aloft the Irish 
Open trophy above the garage door, this 
was a family still revelling in their son’s 
astonishing success. The shock of that win 
and the career trajectory it sparked was 
still sinking in. It was great to see.

Returning to the present day, it seems 
f tting to start our conversation by ref ecting 
on that time in his life. Six years on, and with 
the experience to place that triumph into 
context, I wonder how big the achievement 
seems now… 

I



“I’d have good money on it never 
happening again!” he says. “If you told me an 
amateur was going to win on tour this week 
I’d laugh. It’s so hard to win as a pro, never 
mind to come along in your f rst tournament 
as an amateur and do it. I just played great 
that week, everything went for me.”

This immediately reminds me of one of 
the things I liked about Shane from that 
initial meeting – his laid-back, ‘what you see 
is what you get’ character. He’s a long way 
from the identikit, highly polished, media-
savvy sports star we see so often these days. 
Instead, if you ask him a question, he’ll give 
you an answer – no heirs, no graces and 
certainly no worries about how he might 
be perceived. But I’m interested in whether 
the grind of professional golf has worn him 
down. Has he become more guarded with 
age, more circumspect with his answers?

“Us professional golfers get a little bit 
precious over time,” he says. “ But I like to 
think I’m just the same fella. I’ve got the same 
group of friends back home. I just think I’m 
a normal lad who happens to be good at golf. 
A lot of my friends 
back home don’t even 
play golf. I’d like to 
think I’m the same 
relaxed fella who won 
the Irish Open six 
years ago. Obviously, 
I’ve changed a little 
bit… I’m six years 
older so I’d like to 
think I’m wiser!”

While he might resemble the same man 
off the course, Shane Lowry has undoubtedly 
transformed himself on it. Winning the 
2009 Irish Open allowed him to jump-start 
his professional career by taking advantage 
of the playing privileges afforded to him. 
But Lowry was far from the f nished article. 
This meant that instead of completing his 
apprenticeship at elite amateur level, he 
would do so while competing against the 

best players in 

the world, under the glare of an expectant 
media. As far as learning curves go, this was 
a steep one, and the Shane Lowry we see 
today moving steadily towards ‘world-class’ 
status is the product of those tough early 
experiences.

“Playing professional golf week in, week 
out you learn a lot,” he explains. “You learn 

to be more consistent, 
you learn to be clever. 
You learn to aim away 
from f ags and that’s 
actually quite diff cult 
for me, to take pars 
and bogeys when 
you’re out of position. 
Professional golf is 
all about just ticking 

along and taking your birdies when you can. 
If you can make four or f ve birdies a day and 
try and limit your mistakes you’re going to 
be up there at the end of the week. 

“People think that top amateurs are 
straight away going to be good enough to 
play on tour, but it doesn’t work like that. It’s 
a tough school out here.

“I’m a much better golfer now. For a start 
I’m about 30 yards longer. When I came out 
on tour, my 7-iron went 170 yards and it 
goes 180 now. My driver through the air was 

carrying probably 265 to 270 yards, now it’s 
290, so I’m a lot longer. I just think everything 
has improved. It’s from being on tour, playing 
great golf courses, being on great practice 
facilities with perfect conditions.” 

Listening to Lowry talk about his own 
development, it’s hard not to be struck by his 
conf dence. But this is as far from arrogance 
or bravado as you could get from a top-level 
sportsman. If you look at the Irishman’s 
results, the upward trend is there to back it 
up. In 2014, he f nished tenth on the Race to 
Dubai, earning €1.7 million in the process. 
This year, having split his schedule between 
Europe and the US, he has registered six 
top 20s in 12 events (at the time of writing). 
Of course, this includes his triumph at the 
WGC-Bridgestone Invitational and a tie 
for 9th in the US Open at Chambers Bay, 
where he played with the pressure of Major 
contention for the f rst time.

On a US Open layout that tip-toed 
precariously along the f ne line between 
challenging and ridiculous, Lowry showed 
the mental strength and golf ng skill to hang 
around. He f nished alongside his friend Rory 
McIlroy as the highest-placed European. 

S H A N E  L O W R Y
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Celebrating his winning putt on the third

play-off hole at the 2009 Irish Open

All smiles: Lowry with the

Bridgestone Invitational trophy



This was just the start. His win a few 
weeks later in Akron was the breakthrough 
his career stats were hinting at. By holding 
off the likes of Bubba Watson, Justin Rose 
and Jim Furyk, Lowry announced himself 
to the American golfng public in particular. 
And what they saw, both at the US Open 
and the Bridgestone, was a chipping game 
that has become the envy of many on tour. 
The relaxed rhythm with which he chips has 
made his short game 
one of the very best.

“I grew up playing 
golf on a course called 
Esker Hills. It’s in 
the middle of Ireland 
and it’s not that well 
known,” he explains. 
“I think the reason 
my short game is 
quite good is that all the greens there are 
raised. You’d always have to chip it up with 
a little bit of spin. I was never taught how to 
play them but I chipped and I chipped and 
over time I developed it.”

A closer look at his PGA Tour stats reveals 
that far from propping up the rest of his 

game, Lowry’s chipping is part of a set of 
solid skills: he averages 297 yards off the tee, 
66% of greens in regulation and 95% of up 
and downs from just off the green. This has 
helped him achieve a scoring average of 70 – 
not bad for your frst year Stateside. 

Rising star
Since our interview on that wet and windy 
day in Berkshire, Shane’s stock within the 

game has risen 
rapidly. He has 
jumped 29 places in 
the world rankings 
to number 19, has a 
full PGA Tour card 
to his name and 
has unlocked the 
door to play in the 
biggest tournaments 

in the game for the foreseeable future. And 
if that wasn’t enough, his bank balance is a 
whopping £1.2 million pounds better off. 

The cherry on the cake, however, is still to 
come. By winning the Bridgestone, Lowry 
has taken a giant leap towards his ultimate 
goal at the time of our meeting.

“I heard Rory at the end of last year wrote 
his goals down on the back of a boarding 
pass and put it into his wallet,” Lowry said. “I 
don’t really set goals but the next Ryder Cup 
team is a big target for me. From August, 
September this year that’s my main focus. I 
feel like I need to get myself well inside the 
top 50 in the world and I feel like I need to go 
and compete at the big events. That’s there 
for me, there for the taking.

“I think the next Ryder Cup is going to 
be massive for Europe. I’d love to be on that 
team. I love competing in the big events so 
I can only imagine how good it would be 
playing in the Ryder Cup.”

Lowry is of course far closer to making 
Darren Clarke’s team for Hazeltine now than 
when we met for our interview. His World 
Golf Championship win was an achievement 
even the man himself would have struggled 
to see coming. Having studied his stats and 
followed his career progression, however, I 
wondered whether Lowry was getting the 

recognition he deserved. He was on the cusp 
of reaching the top but seemed to be fying 
under the radar. When I asked him whether 
he was underrated, his response, with the 
beneft of hindsight, was rather revealing.

“I’ve only won twice in six years,” he said. 
“I know for a fact I can go up against any 
golfer in the world and beat them, that’s 
how I feel, no matter who it is. I’m very 
confdent in my own ability. I don’t know 
what other people think of me. As regards to 
underrated, I’m not sure I’ve done enough to 
not be underrated. I feel that going into the 
fnal round of an event, if I was up there with 
fve of the best golfers in the world, I would 
be the underrated guy, but I’d be confdent in 
my own ability.”

When Shane Lowry won the 2009 Irish 
Open he was hailed as a special talent. A 
world star in the making. The freedom 
with which he played under the unfamiliar 
pressure of a Sunday on tour is something 
very few are blessed with at the start of 
their career. Since then, his progress has 
been steady if relatively unspectacular. Over 
the last six years, he’s travelled Europe and 
the world, gradually developing his game 
every step of the way. Now, aged 28, the big 
breakthrough has fnally come. What’s more, 
with the tournament schedule of a world 
top-20 player to look forward to, his future 
looks even brighter. 

s h a n e  l o w r y

“The next Ryder 
Cup will be massive 
for Europe. I’d love 
to be on that team”
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had never met or spoken 
to Fred Couples until this 
year’s Berenberg Gary Player 
Invitational at Wentworth, 
which took place on the 

same day as the fnal round of the weather-
delayed Open Championship at St Andrews. 
But like you, I knew all the key Couples facts: 
that he was a long hitter with the nickname 
‘Boom, Boom’; that he’d seemingly had a bad 
back for most of his career; that his ball had, 
against all odds, lodged itself on the bank 
short of the 12th green at Augusta in 1992; 
that he is among the more laid-back of tour 
pros; and that he is blessed with a gloriously 
rhythmic swing, the envy of many a golfer. 
Somewhat fatteringly, a starter at a golf club 
I used to work at once likened my swing to 
his, although I suspect only if you squinted 
very, very hard.

It had long fascinated me just how he had 
remained so competitive on into his highly 
successful Champions Tour career, given 
that his back was notoriously bad even when 
notching up 15 PGA Tour wins, including 
that famous 1992 Augusta triumph. “I still 
think today that when I don’t feel so good, I 
should just get away from golf because I do 
want to keep playing,” Couples says, matter-
of-factly. The game clearly still means a lot 

to him. “It’s just one of those things, and I 
don’t know whether or not I’d be here today 
competing still if I’d played really hard in 
my late 30s and early 40s. A lot of people get 
injured by overdoing it and they don’t play 
that well, but I’m 55 and I’m still playing.”

Still playing, and still playing rather 
well. Couples would go on to fnish ffth in 
the Senior Open at Sunningdale just after 
we spoke, in weather that most decidedly 
would not have suited his back. He won that 
particular title at Turnberry in 2012, one of 
11 over-50s titles to date since joining the 
Champions Tour in 2010. Indeed, he won 
three of his frst four senior outings, and was 
only denied the fourth by a stroke, losing 
out to that other age-defying senior, Tom 
Watson, on his debut.

Couples was competitive on the main 
tour right up to his 50th birthday, but at one 
particular place he has remained competitive 
pretty much every year since, too. That 
place is, of course, Augusta National, where 
his name has continued to feature high on 
leaderboards well into the tournament every 
year until this one, when he missed the cut. 
I ask how he accounts for his eye-catching 
record as a senior in the season’s frst 
Major. “Well, I love the place,” he replies, 
understandably. “I just feel like it’s a 

I

Jeremy Ellwood meets Fred Couples to discuss his near 
35-year career, his love affair with The Masters and an 
unlikely passage into the world of professional golf…

Playing 
it cool 

Photography: Getty Images
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perfect course for me, and a lot of other 
players who play well there all the time. To 
be honest, this year I was really unprepared 
– I hadn’t played much – and it still bothers 
me today talking about it. Not that I would 
ever go there and say, ‘I’m going to play well 
because I like it.’ But I was so unprepared 
to play. It’s a bummer, because I don’t have 
many more chances of doing well there.”

Which brings me nicely on to 1992, the 
year he did especially well there, with the 
assistance of Lady Luck on the 12th hole 
in the fnal round. I want to know if he was 
unconcerned, mildly fearful or resigned to 
a watery fate when his ball was in the air. 
“I was pretty sure it was going to go in the 
water,” he smiles, reliving a moment he must 
have been asked to relive a thousand times. 
“ I knew it was going to land on the bank, 
but it hit so far down the bank that it didn’t 
pick up much speed. The bank used to be 
like this and now it’s like that,” he continues, 
demonstrating with his arms a signifcant 
steepening of the slope since his good 
fortune. “It would be impossible now, unless 

they some day make a little bit of rough. So a 
lot of luck – pure luck!”

So did such a healthy dose of good fortune 
give him added inspiration for the closing 
stretch? “Well, if you can get by 10, 11 and 
12 with a lead, it gives you a little bit of 
comfort,” he nods, “although I don’t play 
the 13th hole very well. It’s just hard for me. 
I’ve made eagles, but I’ve made sixes way too 
many times.” Couples, who was two ahead 
at the time, made fve on 13 that day, and 
although playing companion Craig Parry 
was struggling, he was keeping a close eye on 
eventual runner-up, Ray Floyd, three holes 
ahead. “There weren’t many other guys, 
unless they birdied fve holes in a row,” he 
explains. “So Ray was the guy I was really 
watching. You know, weird things have 
happened, but that was a huge break – not 
making bogey or double there on 12.” 

That Green Jacket would prove Couples’ 
solitary Major, though with 25 other top 
tens, there were plenty of near misses. He 
tells me that he always wanted to win a 
“British” Open, but that the US Open would 
have been “brutal” for him to win. “I played 
well in that event maybe three times in 20 
attempts!” he admits. He then picks out two 
more Masters, and his runner-up fnish in 
the 1990 USPGA, as his closest brushes with 
further Major triumph. “Phil [Mickelson] 
might laugh, but the best I played on a 

Sunday at Augusta was with him in 2006,” he 
says. “I just didn’t putt very well and ended 
up losing out. Mark O’Meara birdied three 
of the last four holes in 1998, and I lost to 
him by a shot, but really there’s a USPGA 
way back where I had the lead when Wayne 
Grady won. I shot four over the last nine and 
lost. He played really, really well but didn’t do 
anything crazy. He just played his game and I 
made way too many bogeys.”

To be as competitive as Freddie has for 35 
years, you perhaps can’t be as completely 
laid-back as you appear, and when I delve 
into the earliest stages of Couples’ career, 
I learn about a more rebellious side, and a 
snap decision to turn pro in 1980 that didn’t 
go down too well with his parents. 

Couples played a lot of football (soccer) 
and baseball at school before getting his 
frst set of clubs at nine years of age. He took 
to the game quickly, then mixed golf with 
baseball at high school. “My dad was a very 

“I think my father 
was disappointed 

when I started 
playing golf”

54  |  golfmonthlysubs.co.uk/subscribe

f r e d  c o u p l e s

How did it stay there? 

A huge slice of luck on 

Augusta’s 12th in 1992



good baseball player, and my brother, who 
is nine years older than I am, was drafted in 
the Major League so he was good,” Couples 
explains. “I used to be his bat boy and be 
around the team, so I was always around 
baseball. I think my father was kind of 
disappointed when I started playing golf all 
the time when I was 13. I grew up in Seattle, 
so really couldn’t play a whole lot of golf – 
you picked your good days. But that’s really 
how I started, and like a lot of people who 
are now professionals, I picked it up 
pretty quickly.”

He was good enough to 
f nish as low medalist in the 
qualifying stroke play rounds 
for the 1980 US Amateur 
in North Carolina, before 
going on to lose to eventual 
winner, Hal Sutton… 
which is where the 
rebellious bit comes in. 
“I lost in the US Amateur 
and f ew to see my 
girlfriend in California 
instead of f ying from 
North Carolina to 
Houston, which is 
where I had my senior 
year of school. I went 
to see this pro about 
practising for a couple 
of days, and they had 
a tournament there. I couldn’t play in it as 
an amateur, so I turned pro! That didn’t go 
down so well at home, and I didn’t go back 
for my senior year. I turned pro about as fast 
as meeting you and talking to you!”

Given what we now know about his 
career, it probably won’t surprise you to 
learn that his mini-tour debut went rather 
well. “I won $1,800, which seemed like $18 
million!” Couples beams. That professional 

debut was in the Queen Mary Open at El 
Dorado Park Golf Club, where he tied for 8th 
with 1998 Masters adversary Mark O’Meara.

But Couples’ new-found professional 
status and wealth got a decidedly frosty 
reception back home, with his parents 
already getting wind of their son’s decision, 
almost certainly, according to Couples, via 
TV announcer Jim Nantz, who was close 
to his mum. “My father hung up,” he says. 

“They didn’t want to hear anything 
about it, so I called back and talked 
to my mum for about an hour to 
explain, and then I got my tour card 

two months later. If I hadn’t got that, 
I’d probably be f ailing around on 

mini-tours. But it just kind of 
went ‘bang, bang, bang’ and I 
got on the tour.” 

Or ‘boom, boom, boom’, 
given his subsequent tour 

nickname, stemming from his 
innate ability to propel the ball 

prodigious distances 
with seemingly 
minimal effort. So 
not for Freddie the 
agonies of whether 
or not to complete 
his studies, and if, or 
when, to turn pro. Just 
a spur-of-the-moment 
decision stemming 

from a simple desire to play in a tournament 
that he wouldn’t otherwise have been 
allowed to play in. As snap decisions go, it 
didn’t turn out too badly, though, did it?

Fred Couples was competing in the Berenberg Gary 
Player Invitational at Wentworth, where big names 
from the men’s, ladies’ and senior tours helped raise 
over $225,000 for the DePaulUK charity for young 
homeless people #GPI2015

“I turned 
professional about 

as fast as meeting 
and talking to you!”

1990 USPGA Championship – 2nd

Four birdies in his fi rst 12 holes on 

Sunday saw Couples overtake leader 

Wayne Grady. But he promptly made 

four straight bogeys, and Grady 

eventually won by three. “I really felt that 

when I got the lead I was just not in the 

right spot,” Couples said. “I was making 

ridiculous bogeys.”

1991 Open Championship – tied 3rd

Couples started the fi nal round fi ve 

adrift of leaders Ian Baker-Finch and 

Mark O’Meara, but after going out in 

two-under 32, he made four consecutive 

birdies from the 10th. “I made 30- or 

40-footers like they were giving them to 

me,” he said afterwards. But the birdies 

dried up, and Baker-Finch held fi rm.

1998 Masters – tied 2nd

Couples took a two-shot lead into 

Sunday and was still ahead after 12. His 

nemesis, the 13th, then bit hard with 

a double, and although he eagled 15, 

O’Meara birdied 17 then holed a 20-foot 

birdie putt on 18 to land the title.

2006 Masters – tied 3rd

Couples headed out last on Sunday along 

with 2004 champion, Phil Mickelson. 

He peppered the pin all round, but just 

couldn’t get the putts to drop. Mickelson 

eventually shot 69 to win.

2010 Masters – 6th

Playing his fi rst Masters as a senior, 

Couples led after an opening 66, and 

despite a Friday 75, was still fi fth heading 

into Sunday. Early birdies got him in the 

mix, but he came undone around Amen 

Corner and Mickelson won by three.

We relive fi ve of Freddie’s Major 

near misses throughout a long 

and successful career…

THE ONES THAT 
GOT AWAY
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Near miss: Couples congratulates

Mickelson at the 2006 Masters

Couples studies a putt  

at the 1998 Masters
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Tiger described the win as 

his greatest-ever championship



t the Buick Invitational in 

January 2008, Tiger Woods 

blew the fi eld away at Torrey 

Pines in San Diego. He won 

by eight shots to claim a 

fourth-straight victory in the event. He had 

won seven times in eight starts and was so 

far ahead at the top of the world rankings, he 

had double the points of anybody else. He 

was as dominant as at any point in his career 

and, with June’s US Open set to return to one 

of Tiger’s happiest hunting grounds, it looked 

like there could be only one winner.

Rocco Mediate would probably have 

agreed. The 43-year-old journeyman had 

been struggling with his game and, although 

he had retained playing rights on the PGA 

Tour for 2008, he hadn’t made a cut on the 

circuit since September 2007. There would 

be no change at the Buick Invitational; he 

Tiger’s greatest triumph:  
The battle for the 

2008 US Open

A

1991

Tiger Woods and Rocco Mediate played 91 holes to decide the 

fate of the 2008 US Open at Torrey Pines. Woods was defying a 

broken leg, Mediate was defying all logic

Words Fergus Bisset | Photography Getty Images
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missed the cut comfortably with a 

second round of 77. He was two over 

through two rounds, 14 behind Woods. 

Who would have guessed that these 

would be the two men left standing in 

an epic battle for the US Open at the 

same venue fi ve months later?

It seemed even more fanciful when 

Tiger went for knee surgery after 

fi nishing second at The Masters. With 

the US Open only 58 days away, his 

participation was doubtful.

Mediate’s participation was doubtful 

too, mainly because he hadn’t 

qualifi ed to play. He would try to earn 

a start at Torrey Pines via sectional 

qualifying in Columbus, Ohio on the Monday 

after Jack Nicklaus’ Memorial Tournament. The 

Memorial gave Mediate cause for optimism, as 

he battled through testing conditions to fi nish 

in a tie for sixth – his best result of the year 

by some distance. But US Open qualifying 

was going to be tough. A fi eld of 140 players 

gathered for the 36-hole event, with just 23 

places available. Those trying to secure a spot 

in Columbus included Fred Couples, Davis 

Love III, Jesper Parnevik and Chad Campbell. 

After the two rounds, Mediate was four-

under and in a tie for 17th with ten other 

players. Eleven men and seven spots meant 

a play-off. It wouldn’t be the last Rocco 

would face in the 2008 US Open. Showing 

great nerve, Mediate made it through with a 

birdie at the fi rst extra hole. He was going to 

California. He would play the US Open. 

So would Tiger Woods. The World No.1 

decided he had recovered suffi ciently from 

his April surgery. And, despite also suffering 

from a stress fracture in his leg, (a fact the 

public wasn’t aware of at the time), he was 

going to play. This was a course he loved and 

a fantastic chance to claim a 14th Major title.

Woods started inauspiciously, with a double 

bogey on his fi rst hole. He was pretty wild 

throughout the fi rst round and there was 

speculation a weakened knee had something 

to do with it. The fact he was clearly in pain, 

frequently wincing after shots, added weight 

to that theory. He posted a one-over-par 72. 

Mediate was a non-story coming into the 

tournament, but a fi rst round of 69 meant he 

was just one off the lead in a tie for third. The 

press began to take an interest, but only in 

cursory fashion. After the round Mediate was 

asked a couple of questions, one of which 

was whom he considered favourite. The fact 

Mediate’s answer was “Tiger Woods”, says 

something about how he viewed his own 

chances at that stage.

Leading after round one were two 

unknowns – Justin Hicks and Kevin Streelman. 

The former had come through qualifying with 

Mediate, the latter was a PGA Tour rookie who 

had struggled for years on the mini tours. It 

was a brief taste of the limelight for 

both men that year. They fell away 

and, although both made the cut, 

they ended the tournament outside 

of the top 50.

Woods was visibly in pain through 

round two and, after a front nine of 

38, it seemed he was playing himself 

out of the reckoning. But he roared 

back on his run for home. He made 

fi ve birdies for a round of 68. It left 

him just one shot behind leader 

Stuart Appleby, tied with Sweden’s 

Robert Karlsson and, incredibly, the 

world number 158 Mediate.

He may have been struggling 

for form, he may have lacked the power of 

some of the younger men, but Rocco had 

no fear and nothing to lose. Plus he had past 

experience of success in his national open – 

he’d been fourth in 2001 and sixth in 2005. 

When asked about Tiger, he was up for the 

fi ght: “Whether you win or lose, you get to go 

up against the best, that’s what I like.” 

In round three, Woods started with double 

bogey again and he turned in 37. His back 

nine, though, was typical Tiger. He eagled the 

13th, chipped in on 17 then holed a monster 

putt on the fi nal green for another eagle.

“That was the freakiest round I’ve ever 

seen,” said playing partner Karlsson. Woods 

carded a 70 to take the lead, but his limp was 

getting worse.

Mediate kept himself in the picture 

with a decent round of 72 and would play 

in the second-to-last pairing on Sunday, 

together with 2006 champion Geoff Ogilvy. 

It was England’s Lee Westwood who would 

partner Tiger in the fi nal group on Sunday, 

the Englishman having posted a 70 to end 

Saturday one back.

Westwood led after nine holes of the fi nal 

round but stumbled at the start of the back 

nine to fall behind. He was unable to get back 

on terms, although he did have a putt on 

“He may have 
lacked power but 
Rocco had no fear 
and nothing to lose”
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Last ten PGA Tour results prior 
to US Open for each player

ROCCO MEDIATE

 Tournament Result

The Honda Classic MC

PODS Championship MC

Arnold Palmer Invitational MC

Zurich Classic of New Orleans T50

Verizon Heritage T36

Byron Nelson Championship MC

Wachovia Championship T55

The Players T54

Crowne Plaza Invitational T70

Memorial Tournament T6

TIGER WOODS

 Tournament Result

 USPGA Championship 1

 Deutsche Bank Champs T2

BMW Championship 1

Tour Championship 1

Target World Challenge 1

Buick Invitational 1

WGC – Match Play 1

Arnold Palmer Invitational 1

WGC – CA Championship 5

US Masters 2

Woods celebrating his

birdie on the 18th, 

which forced the play-off

Tiger and Rocco battle

it out on the 3rd



the fi nal green to do so. He couldn’t make it 

though and fi nished one behind.

Mediate moved to the top of the board 

when Tiger bogeyed the 15th. The veteran 

parred in to set a clubhouse total of one-

under-par. Could he do it? This unorthodox 

43-year-old, a relatively short hitter with only 

just over $200,000 in season’s earnings… 

Was he seriously about to beat the World No.1 

who, despite the injury, seemed in a different 

league to this affable chap from Pennsylvania? 

Johnny Miller summed it up, somewhat 

controversially, while commentating on NBC: 

“Can someone called Rocco actually beat Tiger 

Woods in the US Open? I mean he looks more 

like he should be taking care of Tiger’s pool.”

It was a touch harsh, but most got his gist. 

This was the game’s greatest player, one of 

the top sportsmen on earth, about to lose to 

a rather unathletic 40-something who looked 

like he was out playing a Sunday knockabout 

rather than a Major championship.

But, when Tiger played a poor second from 

a fairway bunker on the par-5 last into rough, 

it looked like happening. Woods needed 

birdie and, from the lie he had, that was going 

to be tough. But this was Tiger Woods, and 

he blasted a shot with his lob wedge that 

somehow stopped just 12 feet from the pin.

After Westwood had missed his putt to 

tie with Mediate, Tiger stalked his own: there 

was no evidence of a sore leg at this point, he 

was utterly focused. He set the ball rolling. It 

never deviated – straight into the cup. Tiger 

punched the air in one of the most animated 

celebrations we’ve ever seen from him.

When asked whether he thought Tiger 

would make that putt, a disappointed 

Westwood answered: “He always makes them, 

doesn’t he? So, yeah.”

There was to be an 18-hole play-off 

between the most talented golfer in the world 

and a man ranked outside the top 100 on the 

PGA Tour money list. Surely reality would bite 

on Monday and Woods would walk it. Not 

quite… he was struggling to walk after all.

Tiger looked to have it in the bag through 

ten holes of the play-off – three shots ahead. 

But Rocco clawed it back and levelled the 

scores through the 14th. On the 15th Mediate 

then drained a birdie putt that hit the back 

of the cup at such pace it almost leapt in the 

air before disappearing. Woods missed and 

Rocco was one ahead. It remained that way 

until the par-5 18th. Just like in regulation 

play, Woods would need to birdie the 18th. He 

would also need Rocco to fail to do likewise. 

Woods hit a belting drive and his second to 

within 35 feet of the cup. Rocco was unable 

to get up and down having laid up with his 

second and, when Woods two-putted, both 

men had scored 71. There was to be a play-off 

to settle the play-off.

This took place on the 7th hole and that 

w n’t good news for Rocco. It’s a long dogleg 

l f to right and Mediate hits a high draw. 

Woods played a good drive into the fairway 

and Mediate found a bunker down the 

left side. His second continued to track 

down the left of the hole and ended up 

against a grandstand. Woods played calmly 

to the front of the green. Rocco pitched on 

and watched as Tiger rolled his birdie putt to 

the hole edge and tapped in for par. Mediate 

faced a 20-footer to keep going. It missed and 

the fairy tale was over. 

Tiger hugged Stevie Williams then offered 

his hand to Rocco. Mediate was having none 

of that, though, and threw his arms around 

Tiger. The World No.1 hugged him back. It 

had been one hell of a contest. Tiger, broken 

and occasionally wild but determined beyond 

belief against Rocco, embracing the moment 

and playing out of his skin. For Tiger it was a 

14th Major title – another victory; for Mediate 

it was an experience he will never forget. 

Walking down the fairway of the fi rst 

sudden-death hole, when it looked likely he 

would lose, Rocco skipped up to Mike Davis 

of the USGA, put his arm around his shoulder 

and said: “I can’t tell you how much fun I’m 

having out here.” How cool is that?

2008 US Open fi nal results
 1 TIGER WOODS  (USA - 1) 72 68 70 73 283

 2 ROCCO MEDIATE  (USA) - 158) 69 71 72 71 283

 3 LEE WESTWOOD  (ENG - 20) 70 71 70 73 284

 T4 ROBERT KARLSSON (SWE - 28) 70 70 75 71 286

 T4 D.J. TRAHAN  (USA - 135) 72 69 73 72 286

Note: number in brackets is player’s world ranking going into event

“Mediate parred to 
set a clubhouse total 
of one-under-par. 
Could he do it?”

283

283

284

286

286

This took place on the 7th hole and that 

wasn’t good news for Rocco. It’s a long dogleg 

left to right and Mediate hits a high draw. 

Woods played a good drive into the fairway 

down the left of the hole and ended up 

against a grandstand. Woods played calmly 

to the front of the green. Rocco pitched on 
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The two players embrace 

after the play-off



Words: Nick Bonfield

INSPIRING 
THE NEXT 

GENERATION
We sat down with Golf Foundation 

chief executive, Brendon Pyle, to discuss 
current initiatives, the evolution of the 
organisation and goals for the future…
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ou may have seen some 
discouraging stats pertaining 
to golf participation in the 
United Kingdom over the last 
few years, and it’s impossible 

to dispute that golf is in the middle of a 
tough spell. Changing social and cultural 
factors, coupled with the economic climate 
and lingering, often antiquated perceptions 
of the game, have contributed to a decline in 
participation across the board. 

But it’s not all doom and gloom. An 
estimated 2.8 million golfers are playing at 
least once a year, and a recent Sport England 
survey estimated there are roughly 830,000 
people who have an interest in taking up the 
game. There are thousands of people and 
a number of organisations working away 
tirelessly behind the scenes in an effort 
to stabilise the decline, introduce more 
newcomers into the sport and ultimately 
facilitate growth. 

One of those, the Golf Foundation – 
a non-prof t charity founded in 1952 
– is carrying out effective yet largely 
unheralded work in golf clubs, schools, 
inner-city areas and other places where 
youngsters are exposed to sport. Its remit is 
simple: to give children and young people 
from all backgrounds the opportunity to 
experience golf and the benef ts it has to 
offer. It’s both a philanthropic organisation 
and one that’s producing impressive results. 
In the period from April 2014 to March 

2015, there was a 45 per cent increase in 
junior memberships brought about through 
Golf Foundation activity. 

Brendon Pyle, the chief executive, has 
been at the helm since November 2014, 
having previously worked as the charity’s 
national golf development manager for 
nine years. His installation has coincided 
with a period of change for the Golf 
Foundation, with a collaborative and 
membership-centric strategy now favoured 
over pure exposure – something brought 

about by new leadership of, and subsequent 
backing from, England Golf and support 
from the PGA. 

“There’s more of a shift at the Golf 
Foundation in trying to keep children in 
golf clubs. In the past, our mission was to 
get a million young people introduced to 
the game and then it was over to the clubs to 
keep them,” explains Brendon.

“It’s important we focus on getting more 
people through the gates of golf clubs and 
actually staying there. Going forwards, our 
remit is ‘start, learn and stay’, whereas in the 
past it’s just been ‘start’. Now, there’s more of 
an understanding that the Golf Foundation 
can play a role in keeping those young 
people within golf clubs.”

A CHANGE IN FOCUS

The Golf Foundation hopes to achieve this 
through a number of schemes, including 
its new ‘Box of Tricks’ resource, which is 
currently being piloted at 40 clubs across 
the country (left). In essence, it’s a box 
of ideas to boost junior participation, 
covering four areas: play, skill, social and 
marketing. Ideas have been collated from 
successful initiatives at various golf 
clubs by development teams from the 
Golf Foundation, England Golf and the 
PGA, ranging from inventive practice 
methods to ways to help integrate 
youngsters within a club. If it proves 

successful, it will be off cially launched 
in the new year.

What the Box of Tricks helps to highlight 
is the collaborative, we’re-all-in-it- together 
approach between a number of organisations 
with a stake in the game – a contrast to 
the rather disjointed efforts in the past. 
Transparency and information sharing is the 
key to growth in a sector that doesn’t have 
a one-size-f ts-all approach. The Golf 

Y

The Golf Foundation’s remit is to bring  

golf to children from all backgrounds 
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Foundation has also recently instituted an 
HSBC Golf Roots Coaches Network (HSBC 
Golf Roots is the overarching name for all 
Golf Foundation operational activity), which 
consists of 80 of the country’s leading PGA 
coaches, split up into regionalised panels 
of ten, who meet up to suggest imaginative 
ideas and share their junior expertise.

The Junior Golf Passport is another 
example of a scheme crafted to turn novices 
into club members. It is a multi-layered 
national structured learning programme 
for children aged from six to 12, designed to 
make youngsters ready for fully-f edged club 
membership when they enter their teens. 
Carried out by a club’s PGA Pro, often with 
help from a junior organiser, the scheme 
covers everything from putting and swing 
fundamentals to etiquette and skills for life, 
encompassing honesty, respect, cooperation 
and perseverance. Those administering the 
scheme are given both physical resources 
– including a coaching manual, games 
cards and passport booklets – and access 
to a web-based programme that monitors 
performance and progression. 

“It’s not just about producing a case 
study, it’s providing a resource, providing 
some funding, providing some training and 
investing in people,” says Brendon. 

“There’s been a grey area between getting 
people introduced to golf and them going 
on to become club members. That middle 
area is really what we’re addressing at the 

Golf Foundation with our partners. What 
we need to do now is inf uence golf clubs 
and inf uence the right people – secretaries, 
managers, etcetera – and we need to get 
more pros using the Junior Golf Passport. 
We’re much more strategic now and we’re 
emphasising that pathway all the way 
through to membership. It’s fundamental.”

So does your average Joe golf club 
member care enough about getting more 
juniors into the sport?

“There’s a view of the millionaire’s golf 
club and some people want the place to 
themselves, which I understand. But I think 
there’s a real desire to get more young people 
coming in, and most members realise they 
are the lifeblood and the future of a club. 

“There have been issues in the past about 
youngsters playing in senior medals and that 
culture has been a challenge, but I think for 
a healthy golf club we need to emphasise the 
need to have those young people coming 
through and having a good experience.” 

SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY

While the Golf Foundation’s main focus 
is on increasing the number of junior 
memberships, its outreach work spreads 
beyond the conf nes of the club. It’s involved 
in a number of schemes, including StreetGolf 
and Tri-Golf, in schools and communities. 
The goal is to alter existing perceptions and 
give youngsters who haven’t had much, if 
any, exposure to the sport the chance to see 
how fun and entertaining it can be.

StreetGolf is an activity designed by 
StreetGames and the Golf Foundation, with 
input from youngsters. It doesn’t require 
traditional facilities and is ideal for use in 
an urban environment. Alongside a bag 
of portable equipment, those involved 
are invited to attend workshops and are 
handed a comprehensive resource manual, 
which showcases examples of activities and 
stimulates new ideas for implementation. 

Tri-Golf and Golf Xtreme, meanwhile, are 
fun forms of the game used in primary and 
secondary schools, carried out by both PGA 
Pros and teachers. In The R&A Swingzone 
at The Open Championship, more than 
3,000 children were exposed to these junior-

Golf Foundation chief

executive, Brendon Pyle

StreetGolf in 

Rio de Janeiro

Tri-Golf and Golf Xtreme

are popular in schools 

Junior tuition during the BMW

PGA Championship at Wentworth
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The Golf Foundation has a collection of 

core funders: The R&A, HSBC, the European 

Tour, England Golf, the PGA, Sport England, 

the Ryder Cup and the British Golf Industry 

Association. It also does its own fundraising. 

All in all, it brings in just under £2m a year. 

ItÕs an uncertain climate, though, and the 

organisation is often forced to re-apply for 

grants and negotiate sponsorship.

HOW IS THE GOLF 
FOUNDATION 
FINANCED?



centred forms of golf. In past years, the 
likes of Tom Watson, Rory McIlroy, Louis 
Oosthuizen and Laura Davies have stopped 
by to take on groups of children in Tri-Golf 
challenges. Elsewhere, 12 members of the 
Essex Country Girls Squad have been trained 
as mentors in a Golf Foundation-funded 
‘Girls Golf Rocks’ project. Countless other 
schemes are running all over the country in 
an effort to get more juniors into golf.  

Exciting formats and innovative initiatives 
help create a positive impression from the 
start, but the bigger challenge is harnessing 
that latent interest. As Brendon explains, the 
club professional has a pivotal role to play.

“With these initiatives, there has to be a 
link to the club. We put the pro at the heart 
of it and he supports the work, but then gets 
the children back to the golf club. 

“That’s one of the most important 
messages to get across. It’s about golf clubs 
reaching out and bringing kids back in. 
Maybe in the past we’ve been guilty of 
working with schools and just having a 
tentative link to clubs. Now it’s about the 
clubs being at the centre of it all.”

HOPES FOR THE FUTURE

The Golf Foundation now operates more 
like a business in terms of its results-based 
approach and list of tangible goals. The 
organisation is f rmly on the right path; it’s 
now just a matter of increasing publicity and 
securing more funding.

“Our projects work, and the results are 
demonstrating that. We are innovative as an 
organisation, it’s just a question of increasing 
our reach and scale. The challenge for us 
going forward is to raise our prof le. Our 
programmes are very focused and based 
on insight, so they work. What excites me 
is that I genuinely feel we can make a real 
difference,” says Brendon.

HSBC has recognised the value of the Golf 
Foundation’s work by becoming headline 
sponsor of the Golf Roots programme. The 
Foundation has also forged some innovative 
partnerships with organisations such as 
Sport England, the Youth Sport Trust (a body 
that’s highly inf uential in school sport), 
the Sainsbury’s School Games and Premier 

League 4 Sport. As part of that, 12 major 
football clubs have delivered StreetGolf 
in the community. What’s more, the Golf 
Foundation was recently invited to bring 
StreetGolf to young people in Rio de Janeiro, 
with support from The R&A. All of these 
partnerships help the charity reach half a 
million young people each year. It’s fair to 
say the Golf Foundation is already making a 
real difference.

“Things like Tri-Golf and StreetGolf really 
challenge the perceptions of golf,” says 
Brendon. “Many parents have a view that 
it’s elitist and old-fashioned. Our aim going 
forward is to engage with more parents, get 
them to golf clubs and show them that they 
are often welcoming and friendly places, that 
their children can have a good time there and 
that there’s no reason why they shouldn’t get 
involved themselves.”

The Golf Foundation’s inf uence is 
growing all the time, and rightly so. Its 
dedicated team continues to come up with 
pioneering ideas and recent partnerships 
mean it’s better equipped than ever to 
bring about change. Challenging external 
perceptions and attitudes towards juniors 
remain the biggest challenges, but progress is 
being made. We now need all parties with a 
vested interest in golf to follow the example 
of the Golf Foundation, so we can extol the 
merits of the game to a new audience and 
bring more youngsters through club doors. 

Participants in the ‘Girls

Golf Rocks’ scheme

Golf Foundation schemes are

designed to be entertaining  
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Some 19 people work for the Golf 

Foundation. Aside from Brendon, there’s 

marketing and administration departments, 

a press offi cer and regional development 

offi cers. In England, there are eight regional 

offi cers tasked with implementing various 

programmes, supporting local unions and 

partnerships and communicating with other 

development teams across the UK. 

HOW IS THE GOLF 
FOUNDATION 
STRUCTURED?
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GM’s Rob Smith accompanied 
competition winner Chris Walker 
on a once-in-a-lifetime road trip 
to The Open Championship in a 
brand new Mercedes GLE coupe… The
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perfect drive
Photography Alexander Scheuber/GES for Mercedes-Benz ➜

4x4 Golf Drive to The Open with Mercedes-Benz



competition venue, the superb modern links 

at Kingsbarns. There, we enjoyed a delicious 

brunch and plenty of time on the practice 

range before heading out onto the Kyle 

Phillips design with our caddies.

With fve teams taking part, we were joined 

for this round by one of our friendly and 

incredibly effcient hosts, Jan, and by Dave, 

an Australian over for The Open. Chris hits 

a long ball and plays off six at Long Ashton 

near Bristol. He proved to be a perfect playing 

partner, both in golfng terms and socially, and 

we were more than satisfed with our 36 and 

35 points in the blustery conditions. We both 

managed to hit the tricky promontory green 

at 15 and record pars, and I was delighted to 

manage a wind-assisted two-putt birdie on 

the next. Our total put us just behind Spain, 

who compiled an inspired 75.

We then headed to the Old Course 

to attend a special event taking place in 

Mercedes’ hospitality suite beside the 

16th hole. There, we were joined by brand 

ambassadors Martin Kaymer, Bernhard Langer 

and Rickie Fowler, who took part in a relaxed 

and unhurried Q&A session before signing 

autographs. With our abstemious hosts taking 

the steering wheels, it was on to Keavil House 

Hotel, our home for the next four nights.

Day Two – Friday July 17
With overnight rain fooding the Old 

Course, we were fortunate to be playing the 

Castle Course in the afternoon. Sunshine 

and rainbows conjured up plenty of photo 

opportunities, especially along the clifftops 

with fne views down to St Andrews, and at 

the scary par-3 17th, which is played over a 

gorge at the end of the world.

This time we were playing with Team 

Facebook, from Germany, and following 

plenty of pre-round banter about expecting 

to lose on penalties, we headed out onto the 

very windy layout with predictions that 25 

points could be par for the course.

W
hen Chris Walker received a 

phone call from Golf Monthly 

editor Michael Harris explaining 

he’d been selected for the 

Mercedes-Benz 4x4 Golf Drive to The Open 

alongside GM contributing editor Rob Smith, 

his initial response was to ask if it was a joke. 

After assurances to the contrary and a month 

of excited anticipation, the pair joined forces 

in Edinburgh on the Wednesday of Open 

Championship week along with teams from 

Spain, Germany and Italy, plus winners of a 

Facebook competition. 

Over the next few days, they’d be playing 

three of Scotland’s best golf courses, attending 

the Open Championship as VIP guests and 

much more, travelling in the brand new 

Mercedes GLE 350 and GLE 450 AMG 4MATIC 

Coupes as they went. Below, Rob documents an 

enthralling fve days...

Day One – Thursday July 16
Following a tasty dinner and overnight stop 

at the Radisson Blu on Edinburgh’s Royal Mile, 

Chris and I were up early for a drive through 

the beautiful city to acquaint ourselves with 

the more family-focused 350 GLE, which drew 

admiring glances at every corner. It was then 

over the bridge into Fife and on to our frst 

Above Chris and Rob in action during the team 

competition on the stunning Castle Course at St 

Andrews. They would ultimately reign supreme after 

three rounds Below An impressive selection: the 

Mercedes cars in action during the 4x4 Golf Drive to 

The Open Bottom Chris and Rob make their way to St 

Andrews in the eye-catching 450 GLE Coupe 

GM PROMOTION
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The 1st is a short par 4 which was pretty 

much a par 5 for most of us, and for some 

reason, the wind seldom seemed to help; it 

was either directly into or across. The 6th has 

a lovely backdrop of the town of St Andrews, 

and this provided the chance for some 

pictures before I contrived to miss a four-foot 

birdie putt at the 8th, which I will forever 

insist was blown off line by the wind.

Chris and I kept things ticking over, and 

back in the comfort of the modern clubhouse, 

Team Germany was revealed as day-two 

winner with 63 points, followed by Spain with 

59 and Team UK on 57. That meant we were 

now six points behind Oscar Maqueda from 

Golf Digest in Madrid and his partner, Sergio… 

no, not that Sergio! This kept us in contention 

for the fnal round – to be played on Monday 

after a weekend spent watching how the 

game should really be played.

Day Three – Saturday July 18
Ferocious winds meant play was largely 

restricted to the evening and that The 

Open’s conclusion would be put back a day. 

Happily for each team’s writer, the morning 

was already scheduled for a workshop on 

sustainability, put together by Mercedes-

Benz, working closely with The R&A, and 

chaired by the governing body’s Director of 

Golf Course Management, Steve Isaac.

Both organisations are working hard 

on this important topic, and on lowering 

their carbon footprint. For Mercedes, its 

latest aerodynamic designs can cut fuel 

consumption by up to 30 per cent. For 

The R&A, the Greenlinks venture looks at 

how to protect nature while catering for 

the massive crowds that visit major golfng 

events, minimising waste and re-using 

materials wherever possible. With Mercedes’ 

long-term goal of zero-emission driving, 

the two have much in common and will be 

working closely together going forward.

I was also lucky enough to get my hands 

on the Claret Jug, courtesy of R&A historian 

Laurie Rae. This somewhat trumped my 

6th-place fnish in the June medal at 

Tandridge, and was a genuine thrill, even if it 

had nothing to do with my golfng prowess!

The weather did little to deter the huge 

crowds who were having a great time 

exploring the tented village with the shops, 

bars and restaurants all reporting roaring 

trade. As the sun fnally returned and the 

winds died down, we were treated to yet 

another excellent dinner, this time in the 

Rocca Restaurant that is part of the historic 

Rusacks Hotel beside the 18th fairway.

Day Four – Sunday July 19
I thoroughly enjoyed the 80-mile round-

trip to and from the Old Course driving the 

Mercedes GLE 450 AMG 4MATIC Coupe. 

Powered by an unbelievably responsive 

six-cylinder engine, it comes with every 

conceivable convenience and luxury. Neither 

Chris nor I had driven anything like it before, 

and we found it hard to decide whether to 

be more impressed by the performance, its 

striking external appearance or the detailed 

and stylish interior. It’s fair to say we were 

impressed by it all! 

Throughout the day we were able to 

walk the course and enjoy the sumptuous 

hospitality suite, where the view from the 

balcony gave us an elevated and unbridled 

view of the biggest names in golf. Although 

it was a long day full of action, it few past 

way too quickly.

Day Five – Monday July 20
The three championship courses at 

Gleneagles are all highly rated, with the 

King’s generally regarded as the best. Here, 

we made up a four with Team Germany, 

captained by Tim Starke, editor-in-chief 

at Golf.de. The cloud soon lifted and we 

enjoyed a terrifc morning over the beautiful 

“It was an exceptional  

week in which we were 

all winners simply by 

being there”

GM’s Rob Smith at Kingsbarns

James Braid design. Chris hit a super 

approach at the 9th which was unlucky to 

run on, but he chipped in from the fringe for 

a birdie – a feat he repeated at the 14th with 

a brilliant up and down from a greenside 

bunker. After a shaky start, I recorded some 

pars and added my own birdie at the 12th, 

and we compiled a reasonable 53 points 

using a modifed slope rating in testing 

conditions, where any visit to the wet rough 

meant a sideways chip at best.

As we sat down to a fnal lunch together 

in the vast complex of the Gleneagles 

clubhouse, our hosts revealed that in the 

handicap event for the week (surely the 

one that really counts), Team UK/Golf 

Monthly was the winner with a total of 181 

points. Team Germany took the scratch, 

and the prize for us all was a presentation 

case containing golf balls signed by 

Mercedes brand ambassadors Martin 

Kaymer, Bernhard Langer and Marcel Siem; 

a wonderful memento from an exceptional 

week courtesy of Mercedes in which we 

were all winners simply by being there.

I’ll leave the fnal word with my teammate, 

Chris: “You often hear the expression ‘a 

money-can’t-buy prize’ and I can confrm, 

without question, that this is exactly what 

Mercedes-Benz and Golf Monthly teamed 

up to deliver on this occasion. In fact, I’m 

already jealous of next year’s winner!” n

The competition continues at
2014 Ryder Cup host Gleneagles

GM competition winner Chris Walker

during the 4x4 Golf Drive to The Open 



WIN S  
REMO  
GOLF 
TROL Y
FROM 
MOTOCADDY
The new model boasts super-intelligent hands-free-control technology

G
olf Monthly has teamed up with 

market-leading trolley brand 

Motocaddy to offer one lucky 

reader the chance to win a new 

S7 Remote, which boasts one of the most 

sophisticated guidance systems on the 

powered-trolley market.

The innovative S7 – which features the same 

frame design as the award-winning S-Series 

range – comes with a dual-pressure control 

system that allows golfers to alter how much 

the trolley turns to the left or right, simply by 

varying the pressure applied to buttons on the 

handset. The trolley’s speed can be controlled 

going forwards or backwards depending on 

how long the respective buttons are held 

down on the remote-control device.

To maintain stability in challenging terrain, 

the S7 Remote incorporates a special ‘tilt’ 

mechanism that enables each of the two 

motors to help compensate for lateral slopes. 

It also features a rear anti-tip stabilising 

wheel, as well as a fully rotating front wheel, 

to allow the trolley to travel smoothly without 

requiring additional guidance. A 50-metre 

cut-out function stops the trolley from going 

out of range, while a hibernation setting 

brings it to a halt if the remote hasn’t been 

touched for more than 45 seconds.

The winner will also take home a matching 

Pro-Series cart bag, along with a lightweight 

and long-lasting 18-hole lithium battery.

For a chance to win this superb prize, 

simply visit golf-monthly.co.uk/competitions 

and answer the following question: 

At what distance does the cut-out function 

stop the S7 Remote?

A) 20 metres  B) 30 metres  C) 50 metres

Terms and Conditions: The closing date for all entries is October 1, 2015 with the winners being selected the following week.
Golf Monthly Competition Terms & Conditions: Prize details correct at time of going to press. All prizes are non-transferable and must be accepted as offered. Employees of Time Inc. (UK) and its 
subsidiary companies, their families, agents or anyone connected with this promotion are not eligible to enter. Only one entry per person. Entries must not be sent through agencies or third parties; 
any such entries will be invalid. The promoter cannot accept responsibility for entries that are incomplete or delayed. The winners will be the specifi ed number of winners and/or runners-up drawn 
at random after the closing date. Some competitions will be decided by a judging panel. All winners will be notifi ed within 28 days of the draw. Winners must be prepared to co-operate with any 
publicity arising as a result of winning the competition. A list of the winners can be obtained by sending a stamped addressed envelope specifying the name of the competition to Golf Monthly, 
Marketing Department, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London SE1 0SU. No correspondence will be entered into. The decision of the promoter in all matters is fi nal and binding. The 
promoter is Golf Monthly Magazine, Time Inc. (UK), 7th fl oor, 110 Southwark Street, London SE1 0SU. Entry implies acceptance of these rules.
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TROLLEY 
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MOTOCADDY
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GET A 
TOUR 
SHORT 
GAME
The former World No.1 is on his way back 
to his best, thanks to a renewed short-
game focus. We discover why he is so 
prolifi c with a wedge and putter and what 
you can learn from his technique... 

BY LUKE DONALD

The former World No.1 is on his way back 

prolifi c with a wedge and putter and what 
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H
ear the name Luke Donald and 

thoughts of a magical short game 

immediately spring to mind. Modest 

in stature, the Englishman from 

Hemel Hempstead reached the summit of the 

world rankings in 2011 not by overpowering 

courses with distance from the tee, but 

through his ability to pitch and chip the ball 

with deadly accuracy and hole-out with 

unerring frequency.

But in recent times, much of the talk 

surrounding Donald’s golf has been about his 

long game. After 16 years working with coach 

Pat Goss, Donald became frustrated at his 

inability to compete in Majors, feeling that his 

inconsistent long game was the overriding 

cause. The fnal straw came at the 2013 

Open at Muirfeld where Donald struggled to 

control his ball on the frm and fast turf. The 

pair parted ways and after Sean Foley turned 

him down due to lack of time, Chuck Cook 

came highly recommended. A disciple of Ben 

Hogan’s swing, Cook, now 70 years of age, 

has worked with some of the game’s best 

players, including Major Champions Tom Kite, 

Payne Stewart and Jason Dufner.

Together they worked on crafting a 

more rotational action that used the bigger 

muscles, enabling him to keep his height 

and reduce the amount of hand action 

through impact, generating more speed and 

consistency. But this intense focus on his long 

game meant Donald lost sight of what made 

him the world’s best player – his short game. 

Sure enough, Donald slid down the rankings, 

and he decided to return to coach Goss in 

November last year and go back to polishing 

his desirable short-game skills.

His recent results have been more akin 

to what we’ve come to expect from the 

four-time Ryder Cupper and owner of 16 

professional titles. He has already recorded 

three top tens and a 12th-place fnish at the 

Open Championship this year, signalling how 

close he is to getting back to his best. When 

he’s in the groove, his short game really is 

something to behold. 

We sat down with Donald at Bearwood 

Lakes Golf Club in Berkshire to fnd out about 

his technical and mental approach to the short 

game, how he practises and how he’s honed it 

over the years to become one the best players 

with a wedge in his hand since the enigmatic 

Spaniard Seve Ballesteros...

Short-game work as a junior
I had that base of natural ability you need 

to work off. Some people fnd it harder than 

others, but the game came relatively easy to 

me as a kid. I guess that’s why I fell in love 

with it. I loved playing. I enjoyed putting in 

the time and wanted to practise my craft 

whenever I could. I grew up in the era of Seve 

and Faldo, but Seve was an inspiration. He had 

one of the greatest short games of all time 

with his imagination and touch. 

I remember in practice I’d put myself in 

plugged lies, deep rough and on the edge of 

trees and try and get up and down. It’s that 

imagination and practising real-life scenarios 

that got me to where I am now. As a kid I 

didn’t think too much about technique. I 

had the odd lesson, then when I started to 

get good, around 13 or 14, I had England 

coaching, where there was more of a focus 

on fundamentals. But certainly now, my 

Precision: playing his approach to Wentworth’s 18th 

during a play-off with Lee Westwood at the 2011 BMW PGA 

Donald joined

Chuck Cook in

August 2013

luke donald

He is one of the best 

putters in world golf
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practice is half situation-based to replicate 

on-course challenges and half repetition of 

fundamentals. It might be different to some 

guys out on tour but it seems to work for me.

Working on your weaknesses 
without losing your strengths
It’s a diffi cult balance to fi nd and my results 

haven’t been what I’ve wanted in the last year. 

I probably concentrated too much on my 

weaknesses, rather than thinking about my 

strengths and knowing that what I had as an 

overall package was probably good enough. 

I think it’s in every golfer’s DNA to want to 

improve and try new things. Who knows, 

some people might have gone down the same 

route I did and been successful, but it just 

didn’t quite work out for me.

Statistically, people will say long game is 

more important than short game. But what 

they don’t say is that the best way to gain 

strokes on your long 

game is to hit it far. So 

someone like me, who physically 

will never hit it 320 

yards like some others, 

has to rely on short 

game to be successful. 

I proved that when I 

got to World No.1.

The mental side of 

the game is important, 

and it becomes even 

more important 

when you start losing 

confi dence. I haven’t putted or chipped as 

well as I’d have liked this season so that has 

a knock-on effect. But you have to work on 

that and start believing you’re one of the best 

again. Mental game is key – we have a lot of 

time to think about shots so there’s plenty of 

occasions when you’re engaging your mind.

My advice for amateurs is to learn the right 

fundamentals and spend some time on them. 

If you want to get a good short game, or be 

good at anything for that matter, you’ve got 

to put in the time.

Pitching and chipping keys
On a standard pitch, teaching philosophy has 

actually changed a lot in the last fi ve years. 

Pros’ ball positions are now more forward to 

use the bounce effectively. So the shaft angle 

is vertical, not leaning forward. Ensure 

your club is in the same position at 

set-up and impact. I always think 

about throwing the head a little bit 

and exposing the bounce with a lot 

of body turn to make sure I don’t 

fl ip. I try and keep my technique 

very simple between pitch shots. 

I might manipulate my set-

up slightly, but I want to be as 

neutral as possible. I will change clubs 

sometimes – if I’ve got a lot of green 

to work with, for example – but for 

the most part, I’ll change technique to 

match the shot.

Chipping shouldn’t be too different 

to pitching. You’re 

just changing the 

set-up, using less 

loft to get the ball 

rolling and moving the 

ball position further 

back. Unlike a pitch, 

where you’re trying to 

maintain loft through 

impact, you can 

de-loft a chip a little 

bit – similar to the release of a full shot. 

I’d say the best wedge shot I’ve ever hit 

was the one in the play-off against Lee 

Westwood at Wentworth in 2011 to win and 

get to World No.1, because of everything that 

was riding on it. I put it to about four feet and 

really put the pressure on Lee.

“I concentrated 
too much on my 

weaknesses rather 
than thinking about 

my own strengths”

“If you want to be good at anything,

you’ve got to put in the time”
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Putting technique
I’m always concentrating on fundamentals. 

When I was putting really well a few years 

ago, it was down to a number of things. I was 

practising diligently; I had a structure; I was 

very aware of fundamentals day in, day out 

and I was putting in a lot time. It’s not luck.

You can’t overestimate the importance of 

checking your basics. I put a lot of work in 

with my coach recently and we discovered 

my putter was a little closed at address. So 

it’s important you go back and check things 

like alignment, ball position and stroke path 

on a regular basis. I will set up drills using an 

elevated string line over the ball to see where 

the clubface is pointing.  

Some of the big things I think about in my 

set-up and stroke are having my eyes slightly 

inside the ball and having my hands hanging 

directly underneath the shoulders. This 

ensures the path of the putter head is neutral. 

You also obviously need a different grip to 

the one you use in your full swing, holding the 

putter more in your palms rather than in your 

fngers, to minimise clubface rotation. All of 

this gets me in a good starting position.

I’ve holed some crucial putts in my time. 

I’d probably go back to the Ryder Cup for 

my best putting moments. I can’t think of a 

specifc one, but I holed a lot at Celtic Manor 

in 2010 to beat Jim Furyk in the singles. It 

really made a difference for the team.

luke donald

Practice makes perfect: Donald

hard at work on the range

The Englishman has not lost in

his four Ryder Cup appearances
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A typical practice session
A normal practice day is from 10am-4pm with 

a mix of on- and off-course work. I split my 

practice evenly between long game, wedges, 

short game and putting. Three quarters of my 

off-course time is spent on shots from 100 

yards and in. I start on the range, get the body 

warm, then work on technique and trying to 

shape shots. I then work on wedges, pitching, 

bunker play and chipping, going through 

different things. Then I’ll challenge myself with 

drills to put myself under pressure. A lot of 

thought goes into that.

At times I’ve moved away from the things I 

worked on with Dave Alred [Donald’s former 

performance coach] and I’ve not been as 

structured in my practice as I would have 

liked. I’ve been through a period of change in 

the last year and a half where I’ve probably 

concentrated too much on stuff on the range 

and lost focus on that structured short-game 

practice. But in the last few months I’ve 

certainly been getting back to that, and it 

feels good to recreate 

those scenarios, write 

things down that are 

working for me and  

get back to that way  

of thinking.

I have a few drills 

that I do and a short- 

game test that Pat 

[Goss] has come up 

with. It involves 100 

shots across pitching, chipping and putting. 

You’re trying to get a score so you’re not just 

chipping, you have to hole the putt as well. 

I’m fortunate enough to practise at a course 

where a lot of other tour players are based, so 

if someone’s around I’ll try and have a contest 

with them. I like to put myself under a bit of 

pressure and simulate the real-life scenario. 

In putting, I have a 4-8ft drill and a 10-15ft 

drill. There’s a certain number of putts you’re 

supposed to make from those distances. I also 

do other fun drills that get me in the right 

frame of mind.

Other great short-game 
exponents in the modern era
Power is a big part of the modern game but 

you can’t be successful without a good short 

game. Rory proved that with his recent win 

at Quail Hollow, where his putting was out of 

this world. Jordan Spieth showed his amazing 

short game at The Masters this year – a place 

where you have to have a good short game 

– and he’s certainly one of the best putters 

around at the moment. The guys that are 

playing well and contending are usually the 

guys that are putting and chipping well. It 

really makes a difference to your momentum.

Views on Mizuno S5 wedges
The new S5 wedges have this piercing blue 

look and they’re similar in shape to the T5s 

that I played. As soon 

as I hit them I knew 

they were going in 

the bag as they felt 

really solid. You can 

tell when you frst hit 

shots whether you’re 

getting the fight 

or trajectory you’re 

looking for, especially 

on 50-100 yard shots, 

where you want a strong trajectory with spin, 

not a high-lobbing shot with no spin. My set 

make-up has stayed the same – a 60° with 6° 

of bounce and a 54° with 8° of bounce.

“Three quarters 
of my of-course 
practice time is 

spent on shots from 
100 yards and in”

Donald is renowned as one of

Europe’s best bunker players

“You can’t be successful 

without a good short game”
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RANGE TIME

Follow these tips and drills to help you fi nd the perfect pace on the greens 

Pace pointers

2
Stability drill
Keeping your body still is essential on 

the green. Practise with your shadow 

stretching out directly in front of you. This will 

highlight any unnecessary body movements 

that could be killing your consistency.

3
Putting with 
conviction

It’s one of the most 

frustrating sights in the 

game. You have a tricky 

three-footer and dribble it 

towards the hole – it rolls 

weakly off line and your 

score takes a hit. A great 

drill to help you make a 

more positive stroke is 

to place the shaft of your 

wedge in front of the 

hole, as shown. Now hit 

a series of three-footers. 

Only the putts you hit 

with conviction will pop 

up and over the shaft, into 

the hole. Anything else 

will get stopped by the 

wedge. If you groove a more positive short-

range stroke you will be able to aim a little 

straighter on breaking putts as well. 

1
Wrist 
management

When it comes to consistency on the green 

you need to rely on your bigger muscles and 

keep your smaller, ‘twitch’ muscles quiet. If you 

have a ‘wristy’ stroke you will also probably 

struggle for distance control. To help, place a 

ball between the butt end of the club and your 

left wrist at address. Now make some strokes. 

You should be able to swing the putter back 

and through without the ball coming loose. 
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Shot on location at Oceanico, Amendoeira, Portugal
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Wildwood Golf & Country Club, 

Surrey – clivetuckergolf.com

4
Find the 
straight putt

Line and pace are inextricably linked when it 

comes to putting. Focusing purely on the pace 

without enough consideration for the line 

will often cause you to hit it either too hard 

or too soft. This is relatively straightforward 

when the break is obvious but when slopes 

are subtle, it’s worth using the following 

approach. As you read the green, try to 

identify the straight, uphill putt. I have laid 

an alignment stick down in this instance. 

Wherever your ball is, it will want to break 

towards the straight line. I have put balls down 

either side of the straight putt – one will break 

left, the other will break right. Once you have 

a picture for how the ball will roll, you’ll be in a 

far better position to get the pace right.

5
Umbrella drill
The best way to groove your distance 

control is through practice. But you 

need a constructive way to improve and this 

drill works by adding an element of pressure 

to your practice time. Use three tee pegs to 

create an umbrella shape behind the hole 

– each tee should be around two feet away 

from the edge of the cup. Hit one putt from 

the following distances out: 5ft, 7ft, 9ft, 11ft, 

13ft and 15ft, starting at 5ft and working away. 

You get fi ve points for holing out and two 

points for getting the ball inside the umbrella, 

but if the ball doesn’t reach the hole, you get 

minus two points. Every time you try this drill, 

aim to beat your personal best. You’ll develop 

your ability to control pace under pressure – a 

crucial skill for golfers at any level.
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Clive’s Checklist
 

 

Prevent your wrists from breaking during the stroke
 

 

Try to keep your body still
 

 

Make a positive stroke with short-range putts
 

 

Take care over reading the green as this will affect pace
 

 

Try to inject pressure into your practice routine
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FAULT FIXER

The shank has many causes. Here we look at where yours might be coming from

Solving the shank

2
Unstable grip
The next checkpoint is your grip and 

in particular, your grip pressure. Some 

players have such a light grip pressure that the 

club moves in their hands during the swing. 

Again, this could 

be the problem. 

To check yours, 

place some grass 

fi rstly between 

the butt of the 

club and the pad 

of your left hand, 

and then on top 

of your thumb as 

shown. This grass 

should remain in 

place during the swing. If your grip pressure is 

too light it is likely to fall down.
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Shot on location at Oceanico, Amendoeira, Portugal

1
Position from 
the ball

The fi rst thing to check should be how far 

from the ball you are standing. Too close and 

you’ll lose your spine angle in the downswing, 

lift out of the shot and hit an open-faced 

shank. Too far away and the momentum of 

the swing will cause 

you to lean into 

the ball through 

impact – again, the 

shank is the most 

likely result. To help, 

picture a weightlifter 

just before they lift. 

Their shoulders are 

over the middle of 

their feet, with their 

weight sitting over the balls of their feet. As 

you address the golf ball, get your weight 

in the right position and then let your arms 

hang naturally down – there should be a gap 

of about an open hand’s width between your 

thigh and the butt end of the club. This is the 

right distance to be standing from the ball.
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Head professional, 

Littlestone GC, Kent

4
Sliding into 
the ball

You’re last checkpoint relates to the 

way your lower body is working in the 

downswing. Sometimes a shank is the 

result of a lower body ‘slide’ through the 

downswing – the knees bend and start 

to move towards the target, causing the 

hosel to lead into the golf ball. A great drill 

designed to stabilise your lower body is to 

place your golf bag next to your left hip at 

address. As you start the downswing your 

hips should bump into the bag and then 

your lower body turns (without sliding 

towards the target). If you fi nd yourself 

clattering into the bag (with the bag coming 

close to falling over) work on stabilising 

your lower body. 

3
Swing path
Perhaps the most common reason 

for the shank relates to the swing 

path. Most golfers know that the ideal swing 

path through impact comes from inside to 

outside the ball-to-target line. However, this 

knowledge (and the desire to attack the ball 

from the inside) causes players to whip the 

club off on the inside in the takeaway. From 

the top of the backswing, the only way to get 

the club back to the ball is to come ‘over-the-

top’. Ironically, this causes the out-to-in swing 

path the player was looking to avoid and 

crucially, the hosel of the club is the fi rst thing 

to be presented to the ball. To help, place a 

tee behind the ball, just outside the ball-to-

target line. As you take the club away keep 

the head working just inside the tee, then as 

you come in to strike the ball, aim to miss the 

tee on the inside. You’re likely to hit some bad 

shots along the way but keep working on it.
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Andrew’s 
Shanking Checklist

 

 

Stand the correct distance from the ball

 

 

Ensure your grip pressure is not too light

 

 

Work on developing an in-to-out swing path
 

 

Prevent your lower body from ‘sliding’ in the downswing
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TOUR INSIDER

Raphael Jacquelin

Keeping the rhythm
The four-time European Tour champion explains why rhythm is such a crucial 
ingredient for good golf, on both full shots and putts...

Rhythm is king
Rhythm is a massive key for me because my 
swing relies on it. When my rhythm isn’t 
perfect, that’s when I struggle, especially 
with contact. Swinging a club is like 
throwing a stone – you need to have both 
rhythm and connection to help you send it 
a long way. When people see me playing on 
TV they think it looks effortless, and that’s 
what I see when I watch myself, too. There 
is an effort – it’s not that easy for me! But 
it looks like I’m doing nothing because my 
rhythm is pretty good and in connection 
with my body action. I feel like I can then hit 
the ball with good speed at the last minute.

Losing that connection
Sometimes I hit from the top, which is 
when I struggle. I play my best when I just 
wait for the club to come down – that’s my 
rhythm really. At the top of the swing I just 
wait to bring the club down frst, instead of 
moving the body too quickly. Then I can put 
the rhythm, connection, body and club all 
together and swing through.

The ‘back-hit’ drill
Sometimes I count, and sometimes I say 
“back” when I take the club back and “hit” 
when I hit the ball. The ‘back-hit’ drill helps 
with my rhythm, but ‘one-two’ is the same 
thing. We’re all working on the same thing 
out here, so there’s no secret unfortunately! 
But I feel my rhythm has been there since I 
started to play golf.

Don’t rush it
When the rhythm is not there and I’m not
feeling it, it’s normally because I start my 
backswing too quickly. So you need to just 
take your time to make your backswing, and 
turn. It’s as simple as that – take your time. 
Sometimes you’ll see amateurs not even 
fnish their backswings before they want to 

hit the ball, and it’s the same for us. You can’t 
really see that on TV, but I can defnitely feel 
it when my backswing is too fast. 

Timely acceleration
I struggle to generate speed on my 
downswing if my backswing is too fast as it’s 
hard to create speed when you rush back. 
Good rhythm creates the right acceleration 
through the ball. Different players, like 
Alvaro Quiros, need speed to create more 
speed. That’s his rhythm. My rhythm is a 
lot slower than that, but I’m able to create 
enough speed at impact. I can’t say it’s a lot 
of speed, but it’s enough for me to hit the ball 
a reasonably long way.

Poor rhythm often leads to 
poor contact
First and foremost, bad rhythm affects 
contact straight away. Good rhythm 
helps you deliver the club back on the ball 
properly, and that’s the idea – to hit the ball 
cleanly and to try and do the same thing over 
and over again. Consistent rhythm helps you 
make good contact every time. Bad rhythm 
can result in different kinds of bad shot, but 
for me it’s all about the contact.

When you’re under pressure…
Again, my backswing can get quick under 
pressure, but it can be good sometimes 
because you need that pressure to perhaps 
hit the driver a bit longer. Every time I’ve 

won I’ve felt my rhythm has been a bit 
quicker, but just at the limit, so you can 
control that. Not too fast – just faster than 
normal. When you’re under pressure, you 
can’t control everything so you just let it go, 
and sometimes it’s good enough. That’s what 
I feel when I’m in contention – that I’m just 
going to swing the club a little faster without 
crossing the limit. It’s important to be aware 
of your limits.

Rhythm on the greens
The most important thing for me on the 
greens is to get the right pace and the same 
pace on every putt. Good pace helps you 
read the greens well. For me, it doesn’t work 
the other way. You can’t read well if you 
don’t have the right pace, and to get a good 
pace, you have to have a good contact. If you 
don’t strike the ball in the putter’s sweet spot 
every time, you’re not going to have a good 
rhythm and a good pace.

A French thing
A lot of French players have good rhythm. 
I don’t know why, but I learned to play golf 
by spending much more time on the range 
than on the course. I started in 1989 when 
golf was getting bigger in France, and I used 
to spend four or fve hours every day on the 
range. Maybe that’s why. I remember on the 
French amateur team, we were pretty good 
on the range, had pretty good golf swings 
and hit the ball pretty straight and solid. But 
our short games were not so accurate, and 
our strategy on the course was not so good. 
So maybe a lot of French players have good 
rhythm because of time spent on the range.

n The Frenchman has won four times on 

the European Tour, most recently in the 2013 

Open de Espana after an epic nine-hole play-

off with Felipe Aguilar and Max Kieffer

ÒI play my best golf 
when I just wait  for 
the club to come 
down from the top Ð 
thatÕs my rhythmÓ

Search GM’s YouTube channel for more tour tips
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What’s in my bag
Driver: TaylorMade R15 10.5˚

3-wood: TaylorMade SLDR 15˚ tweaked to 14˚

Hybrids: Adams Idea 18˚ and 20˚

Irons 4-PW: TaylorMade RSi TP 

Wedges: TaylorMade EF 52˚ & 58˚

Putter: Valgrine Dandy Haute Creation No. 1/3

Ball: TaylorMade Tour Preferred X



www.londongolf.co.uk

CHAMPIONSHIP 
EXPERIENCE
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Simple-to-follow instructional tips designed to fi t your game

Private Lessons

If you hit your irons inconsistently, your right 

knee may be to blame. Take your address 

position and place a bucket on the ground 

just inside your right big toe. Does your right 

knee push forward and knock the bucket 

over as you swing? If so, your knee is moving 

incorrectly and affecting your contact. 

Ideally, you want your right knee travelling 

towards the target as you reach the impact 

zone. If it pushes toward the ball instead, 

then you’re lifting your right heel, which 

keeps you from shifting your weight and 

clearing your hips. The result? Blocks to the 

right or dead pulls left – and high scores. 

But the fi x is simple: get your right knee 

just brushing the bucket as it moves towards 

the target. This lets you clear your hips and 

instantly improve your iron accuracy.

Illustrations Graham Gaches

On your ‘bucket’ list: pure every iron
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Better 
player 

You’re an 

accomplished 

golfer but your 

iron strikes are 

inconsistent

A bucket placed in front 
of your right knee can help 

you clear your hips and make 
solid contact at impact



Novice 
player

You have potential, 

but must solve some 

fundamental problems 

in your game

Between clubs? 
Knock it stiff!

Too much...

Not enough...
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Choke down on the grip –
this effectively shortens 
the club – and stand 

closer to the ball

When you’re between clubs, 
the smart move is to 

make an easy swing with 
the longer club

You striped your tee shot down the 

centre of the fairway, but now you have 

an awkward yardage to the hole. You 

can’t cover the distance with your normal 

7-iron, and your typical 6-iron may put 

you over the back of the green. For the 

high-handicap golfer, the percentage play 

when between clubs – regardless of hole 

location – is to hit the longer club and take 

something off it. You’ll have more control 

over the ball, and you won’t feel like you 

have to fl ush it. Here’s how to turn this 

tricky distance into a birdie chance.

SET-UP: BALL FORWARD, HANDS EVEN

Grip down on the handle an inch or two – 

this takes some distance off the club and 

makes the shot easier to control – and 

stand slightly closer to the ball. Position 

the ball a little further forward of centre 

than normal (opposite your left heel) and 

set your hands directly over the top of it. 

This will help you to hit the ball on a higher, 

softer trajectory.
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Start down from the top at the 
same speed at which you completed 
your backswing, making sure not to 

rush the club from the top

SWING: START DOWN EASY

Make a controlled three-quarter-length 

backswing, stopping your arms when 

your hands are about shoulder high. 

This takes some speed and distance off 

the club. Start down from the top at the 

same speed at which you completed 

your backswing, making sure not to rush 

the club from the top. At the end of your 

swing, your body should face the target 

with your hands at shoulder height, as 

they were on the backswing.

Take your hands 
back until they 
reach shoulder 

height...

...then fi nish 
your swing with 
your hands at 
the same height



Senior 
player

You have lost 

some fl exibility 

and power, but 

you can still 

play well

Chip it close 
from the sand
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The bad news: you’ve got a long 

bunker shot of 25 to 30 yards. The good 

news: you have a great lie, and there’s no 

bunker lip to worry about. In this situation, 

if you’re not comfortable hitting a long, 

tricky bunker blast, it’s safer and simpler to 

chip it – not blast it – from the sand. 

The secret to chipping it close from a 

bunker lies in your club selection and set-

up. Don’t use a highly lofted club, because 

you’ll have trouble getting the ball to the 

hole. Instead, take a short iron (a 7-, 8- or 

9-iron) and set up to the ball as you would 

for a normal chip, with your feet close 

together, the ball slightly back of centre 

in your stance and the centre of your chest 

in front of the ball. Grip the club about 

halfway down the handle and press 

your hands slightly forward, forming a 

lower-case ‘y’ with your arms and the shaft 

of the club.

As with a normal chip, try to catch the 

ball before the ground (in this case, the 

sand). The clubhead will encounter a bit of 

resistance from the sand, so take a slightly 

larger than normal backswing to generate 

more clubhead speed. Try to return your 

chest at impact to its address position – in 

front of the ball – to ensure crisp contact.

Set up for a sand 
chip as you would for 
a normal chip – feet 
together, ball slightly 
back and your chest 
ahead of the ball
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To ensure crisp contact as well as 
enough speed to overcome the friction 
created by the sand, make sure the 
centre of your chest returns to its 

ahead-of-the-ball address position

When chipping from sand, the secret 
is ball-fi rst contact, then making 

a divot after the ball

DRILL: BALL BEFORE SAND

Chipping from the sand is a good option 

for players who frequently thin the ball out 

of the bunker, or who just lack confi dence 

from sand. To practise this shot, draw a 

line in the sand perpendicular to the target 

line, on the spot where your ball would sit. 

Place a ball on or just behind the line and 

make your regular chipping motion. Your 

goal: contact the ball fi rst, just before your 

clubhead enters the sand, then exit the 

sand an inch or two after the line. Once you 

get a feel for it, repeat the drill using a ball. 

If you can regularly make ball-fi rst contact 

and a divot in front of the ball, you’ll be 

able to chip these shots close on a more 

regular basis.



T
he stormy conditions blowing golf balls on the 
third day of The Open at St Andrews brought 
the Rules into the spotlight. The stand-out 
moment was when Louis Oosthuizen’s ball 

blew twice in quick succession on the 13th green. 
Play was suspended at that point and did not resume 
until almost 11 hours later, when Oosthuizen 
managed to sink his putt from where the ball had 
fnally come to rest. 

A ball is deemed to have moved if it leaves its 
position and comes to rest in any other place. 
Therefore, a ball that oscillates has not moved, nor 
has a ball that rolls to the side and then back to its 
original position.

If your ball moves after you have addressed it 
(other than as a result of a stroke), you are deemed to 
have moved it and you incur a penalty of one stroke 
(Rule 18-2b). The ball must be replaced, unless the 
movement of the ball occurs after the player has 
begun the stroke, or the backward movement of the 
club for the stroke, and the stroke is made.

You have addressed the ball when you have 
grounded your club immediately in front of or 
behind the ball. Jack Nicklaus would often not 
ground his club when it was windy for this reason.

However, an Exception was inserted into this Rule 
in 2012 stating if it is known, or virtually certain, 
that you did not cause your ball to move, Rule 18-2b 
does not apply. If you have addressed the ball, there 
is a strong gust of wind and it moves as a result, you 
would not be penalised and the ball would be played 
as it lies – be it nearer the hole or further away.

Often, after addressing the ball, you may not 
feel comfortable standing over it if you can see 
it oscillating, and will back away. In such cases, 
remember that the ball has been addressed and you 
still run the risk of being penalised under Rule 18-2b 
should it move. If you re-mark the position of your 
ball, lift it, replace it and your ball then moves, that 
is different, as the presumption inherent in the Rule 
– that the act of addressing the ball has caused it to 
move – no longer applies.

Ball Moving After 
Address  
n  If your ball moves after 

address, you incur a one-stroke 

penalty (Rule 18-2b)

n If a club is grounded 

immediately in front of or 

behind the ball, it’s addressed

n  There is no penalty if it is 

known, or virtually certain, that 

some other observable factor 

caused the ball to move 

In association with the

Strong winds caused problems for Louis Oosthuizen and others on the 

Saturday at St Andrews. Kevin Barker refects on the Rules issues raised

Know the Rules
Get it right on the course more ofen with our monthly R&A masterclass

Louis OosthuizenÕs ball is 

blown off course at St Andrews
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Q

I have a question that came up 

yesterday in a monthly medal. My 

fellow competitor marked his ball 

on the green, replaced it and 

aligned it, then picked up the marker. But he 

then decided to re-mark and re-align the ball. 

I said to him that once he had placed the ball 

and removed his marker, the ball was in play 

and he couldn’t re-mark and re-align it. He 

obviously disagreed. I didn’t make an issue of 

it because I wasn’t 100 per cent sure of the 

ruling, but who was right?

apj0524, GM website forum

A

The ball is in play when it has 

been replaced (Rule 20-4), even if 

your ball-marker is still in place. If 

you re-mark the position of the 

ball, as you are entitled to do, or if the ball-

marker is still in place, you are permitted to 

re-align the ball.

Kevin Barker

R&A assistant director – Rules

Each month, the readers whose queries are 

featured will receive a copy of The R&A’s 

newly updated Golf Rules in Action DVD 

which covers the fundamental Rules of Golf by 

showing actual incidents that have occurred 

during play at the highest levels of the game.

On to the putting green this month, with questions about 

re-marking and your options should you putt into a bunker…

 Your rules queries resolved

Q

When playing recently, my friend 

overhit his putt and sent it gently 

into a bunker, where it dropped 

beside the lip. He then took two 

shots to get out of the bunker and two putts 

to hole out, so fve shots in total including that 

initial overhit putt. Am I right in thinking that 

he could have declared his ball unplayable, 

re-played it from where he had taken his 

original putt with a one-stroke penalty and 

potentially got down in just three, if he had 

then holed the putt?

drdel, GM website forum

A

That is correct. Your friend could 

have deemed his ball unplayable 

and placed another as near as 

possible to the spot where he had 

putted into the bunker from. You may deem 

your ball unplayable anywhere on the course, 

apart from when it is in a water hazard. When 

you deem your ball unplayable you have three 

options (all under penalty of one stroke):

a) Play again from the point where you last 

played from;

b) Drop back on a line, keeping the point 

where your ball lay in line with the hole; or

c) Take a drop within two club-lengths of the 

spot where the ball lay (not nearer the hole).

It is worth noting that when your ball is in a 

bunker, if you proceed under options b or c 

you must drop in the bunker.

Kevin Barker

R&A assistant director - Rules
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It isn’t unknown for players to putt 

into the Road bunker at St Andrews

You are entitled to re-mark your ball 

when it’s on the putting surface



Golf’s Rules can seem a bit of a minefeld, but while you don’t need to be an expert, a sound 

knowledge of how the Rules deal with the most commonly occurring situations is essential

 The Rules every golfer should know

Out of Bounds

However good you are, at some stage you 

will hit your ball beyond the boundaries of the 

course. As such, it’s important to know what 

you must then do to be able to proceed with 

your round appropriately within the Rules.

Out of bounds may be defned in a number 

of ways – white stakes, lines on the ground, 

fences, walls and railings, for example – but if 

your ball has strayed beyond them, the frst 

thing to remember is that there is no option 

within the Rules to drop a ball under penalty 

at the point where your ball crossed the OOB 

line, as you would when you stray into a 

water hazard. That said, many golfers might 

adopt this as a ‘rule’ during informal and non-

competitive friendly games. 

If your ball is defnitely out of bounds, you 

must play another from where you last played 

under penalty of stroke and distance (Rule 

27-1), whether from the tee or fairway. So if it 

was your tee shot, you would now be playing 

three off the tee.

If there is some doubt as to whether the 

ball is out of bounds (i.e. the boundary is 

partially hidden by trees, or you cannot 

be 100 per cent certain it has crossed the 

line) play a provisional ball to save time. If it 

transpires that your original is in bounds, you 

may continue with it; if it is out of bounds, 

then continue with the provisional. Where it’s 

defned by white stakes or a fence, the out-

of-bounds line is the nearest inside points at 

ground level of the stakes or fence posts. 

If white stakes are used at intervals, the 

out-of-bounds line is the direct line from one 

stake to the next. Clearly this may sometimes 

become a matter of tricky judgment with the 

naked eye, but it is not unknown for referees 

in big events to carry a piece of string around 

with them to help them decide!

When a line on the ground is used, the 

line itself is out of bounds. However, a ball 

is deemed to still be in play even if only a 

small part of it lies on the course-side of the 

boundary line.

Other important out-of-bounds points to 

note are as follows...

1) You may stand out of bounds to play a ball 

that is lying in bounds.

2) The out-of-bounds line extends vertically 

upwards, so if your ball is lodged in a tree 

on the boundary, you will have to make your 

judgement on that basis.

3) Whatever is used to defne out of bounds 

– whether fence, railings, wall or stakes – is 

deemed to be fxed and is not classed as an 

obstruction. So you get no free relief if the 

fence, railings or wall impede your backswing. 

White stakes may not be removed.

4) Some courses have ‘internal out of 

bounds’ for reasons of safety, or to ensure a 

hole is played as intended, rather than via a 

potentially easier route down another fairway. 

Whatever you think of that, you have to 

honour the rule, even if your ball is lying in the 

clear with a great route into the green. It can 

be frustrating sometimes, but probably for the 

overall good of all playing the course!

A ball is still in play if a small part of it

lies on the course-side of the OOB line 
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In a match, before playing his own tee shot at the 

10th hole, Jezz looks in Fergus’ bag to ascertain 

what club he used.

A. There is no penalty.

B. Jezz loses the hole.

C. Jezz is disqualifi ed.

A spectator steals Fergus’ ball, which had been lying 

in the fairway. The exact position where Fergus’ ball 

lay is unknown. What is the ruling?

A. Fergus must proceed under stroke and distance.

B. Fergus must estimate the spot where his ball lay and drop as 

near as possible to that spot, not nearer the hole, without penalty.

C. Fergus must estimate the spot where his original ball lay and 

place a ball as near as possible to that spot, without penalty.

1

3

In stroke play, Fergus’ ball lies in a bunker. When 

entering the bunker he trips and falls, touching the 

sand in the bunker with his club. What is the ruling?

A. There is no penalty.

B. Fergus is penalised one stroke.

C. Fergus is penalised two strokes.

Jezz’s ball lies on the fringe. He repairs an old 

pitch-mark on the putting green that is between 

his ball and the hole.

A. There is no penalty.

B. Jezz is penalised two strokes for repairing a pitch-mark that is 

not his own.

C. Jezz is penalised two strokes for repairing a pitch-mark on the 

green when his ball lies off the green.

2

4

1. A – There is no penalty (Decision 8-1/10). Information obtained by observation is permissible; however, if Jezz had removed a towel covering Fergus’ clubs, that would have been a breach of Rule 8-1 (match 
play – loss of hole; stroke play – two strokes) as you may not obtain such information through a physical act. 2. A – There is no penalty, provided nothing is done to constitute testing the condition of the hazard 
or improving the lie of the ball (Exception 1 to Rule 13-4). 3. B – Fergus must estimate the spot where his original ball lay and drop as near as possible to that spot, not nearer the hole, without penalty (Rules 
18-1 and 20-3c) 4. A – There is no penalty (Rule 16-1c). You may repair a pitch-mark on the putting green – even though the pitch-mark may not be yours – whether or not your ball lies on the putting green.

How do you rate your grasp of the Rules? Try our quiz, then check 

your answers at the bottom of the page to see how you’ve scored

 Test your knowledge
In association with the
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GM PROMOTION

WIN AN 
ALL-EXPENSES-PAID TRIP 

TO PLAY IN MOROCCO
Still plenty to play for as we reach half way in the Your Golf Travel Championship...

few months ago, we revealed 

a new type of amateur golf 

event that lets you compete 

with other golfers across the 

country from the comfort of 

your home club, at a time to suit you.

As we bear down on the Your Golf Travel 

Championship’s fi nal deadline for entries on 

October 31, the leaderboard is really starting 

to hot up, but there is still time to enter.

As you can see below, it’s very easy to 

get involved. All you need is a partner and 

another pair to play with. And why not take 

part on your next trip with friends? Simply 

enter a score via the YGT Championship icon 

on the VPAR app and you’ll get free access to 

real-time scores in this Europe-wide event. 

Do well and you could be jetting off to the 

fi nal in Morocco in December, where 15 pairs 

will battle it out at Mazagan Beach and Golf 

Resort to win a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 

to play 18 holes with Darren Clarke.

How to enter and win
■ Download the VPAR app 

■ Click on the YGT 

Championship icon 

■ Play your round on any 

course, at any time, with any 

partner, alongside another pair

■ Enter your gross scores and the app will do 

the rest

■ You and your playing partners then get 

emails to verify your scores

■ The top pairs on the leaderboard on 

October 31 win a place in the grand final 

■ The grand fi nal vic  

a round of golf with l ke

It’s not just logging a d h  

could see you win bi lf 

Travel and VPAR hav d 

up with Cleveland/S  

offer loads of prizes  

different categories.

These prizes can 

be won through mini 

competitions that ar  

running throughout h  

championship, includi  

a Cleveland putter fo  

the longest putt and  

Cleveland wedge for h h  

of the month, provid f h  

incentives for you to log extra rounds with 

different partners on different courses.

There’s also a best-dressed category, and 

there’s already been some great entries sent 

to @yourgolftravel and @vpargolf!

Bonus prizes
■ Most courses played

■ Most rounds played 

■ Top pair of the month

■ Most gross birdies

■ Best par 3, 4 and 5 scoring

■ Best dressed (enter via social 

media using #BestDressed, or via 

email) 

■ Best course picture (enter via a 

social media picture or email)

■ Ch f h h enter a video via 

l d ChipoftheMonth, or 

v l)

■ L er a video via social 

d stPutt, or via email)

Y d d to rack up huge 

b win, either. In July, 

d on the most rounds 

pl d h le fi ve different 

n the most courses 

p h Srixon irons on 

ff nthly team winners 

d Skechers shoes 

for most monthly 

rounds, it’s worth 

l ying as many extra 

ds as possible!

The once-in-a-lifetime trip to 

Morocco isn’t out of reach, either. 

While current leaders Christian 

Wimshurst and Rory Farquharson 

from Sweetwoods Park sit on 

a tidy -15, more modest totals of -7 to -5 

currently occupy 8th to 15th places.

This leaves the door open for new pairs 

to win a place on a trip that includes return 

fl ights, airport transfers, four nights all-

inclusive accommodation at the Mazagan 

Beach & Golf Resort, three rounds on the Gary 

Player Course and a gala dinner.

Want to get involved? You can enter the 

2015 Your Golf Travel Championship powered 

by VPAR at any course and at any time, and 

even view the real-time leaderboard as you 

play. Simply download the VPAR app from the 

Apple Store or Google Play.

For the full leaderboard, see yourgolftravel.

com/championship/leaderboards. Rules, 

terms and conditions and further details are 

available at yourgolftravel.com/ygtchamps15

A
Mazagan Beach and Golf Resort 

in Morocco awaits the winners

Contenders in the 

best-dressed category

October 31 win a place in the grand fi nal 

The grand fi nal victors in Morocco win 

a round of golf with Darren Clarke

It’s not just logging a good score that 

could see you win big, as Your Golf 

Travel and VPAR have teamed 

up with Cleveland/Srixon to 

offer loads of prizes across 

be won through mini 

competitions that are 

running throughout the 

championship, including 

a Cleveland putter for 

the longest putt and a 

Cleveland wedge for the chip 

of the month, providing further 

social media picture or email)

■ Chip of the month (enter a video via 

social media using #ChipoftheMonth, or 

via email)

■ Longest putt (enter a video via social 

media using #LongestPutt, or via email)

You don’t need to rack up huge 

numbers to win, either. In July, 

six rounds won the most rounds 

played, while fi ve different 

courses won the most courses 

prize. With Srixon irons on 

offer to monthly team winners 

and Skechers shoes 

for most monthly 

rounds, it’s worth 

playing as many extra 

rounds as possible!



NEW GEAR
Edited by Joel Tadman

Golf Monthly’s knowledgeable test team brings you all the latest developments 
from the world of equipment, plus comprehensive product tests and reviews
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At a glance
■ The MP-5’s Channel Back design sits 

between a pure blade and a shallow cavity

■ The MP-25 is the fi rst MP iron to 

incorporate boron, which allows for a 

thinner face to boost ball speeds

M
izuno is well known for creating 

stunning irons that feel supremely 

soft off the face and the new MP-5 

and MP-25 irons are no exception.

Mizuno’s traditional blades usually steal 

the limelight, so the MP-5s will get most of 

the attention. The Grain Flow Forged heads 

are neither muscle nor cavity backs, but are 

a design Mizuno is calling a Channel Back. 

Created by combining traditional 

Japanese craftsmanship and modern CAD 

design, the Channel Back keeps some 

thickness behind the central impact point 

to deliver blade-like feel, while a cut-out 

‘channel’ allows suffi cient mass to be 

relocated to parts of the head where it is 

able to increase forgiveness on any off-

centre strikes. 

While an innovative shape has created 

extra forgiveness in the MP-5, a new 

distance-boosting material is the key 

technological advancement in the MP-25.

It becomes the fi rst MP iron to 

incorporate boron, a stronger type of steel 

that means the clubface can be made 

thinner, creating a more spring-like effect 

to produce faster ball speeds.

The use of boron also allows for Micro-

Slot pocket cavities in the 3-6 irons to make 

them more forgiving, without harming feel.

Unlike some rival distance irons, Mizuno’s 

craftsmen have also worked hard to ensure 

that the MP-25’s shape and profi le meet the 

expectations of its target players, so you’ll 

see the same compact, forged head with 

minimal offset that Mizuno fans crave.

The Grain Flow Forging process creates 

a consistent grain from heel to toe for 

reliability and distance control. Both irons 

are available now for £115 per club, with a 

number of shaft and grip options.

Mizuno 

MP-5 and MP-25 irons

The MP-25 offers distance 

in a compact head 
The MP-5 provides surprising levels 

of forgiveness in a blade-like design



Callaway

Callaway
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Big Bertha Alpha 816 driver and fairway
At a glance
■ This £429 driver includes 

new heel and toe Gravity 

Core adjustability 

■ The £249 fairway has a 

slightly larger head and new 

sole design 

W
hen you fi rst take 

a look at the new 

Callaway Big Bertha 

Alpha 816 Double Black 

Diamond driver, you might make 

the mistake of thinking it's more 

of an evolution than a revolution 

on last year’s popular 815 model.

But there is defi nitely plenty 

to get excited about with this 

better-player driver, even if most 

of it is hidden away.

The big difference from last 

year’s model is the addition of 

Dual Distance Chambers, which 

house a hidden Gravity Core that 

can swap between the heel and 

toe to create more draw bias or 

a neutral ball fl ight respectively.

Because one end of the 

Gravity Core is heavier than 

the other, you can use it to 

align more mass behind your 

common impact location on the 

clubface, leading to more ball 

speed. Flipping the Gravity Core 

will also alter the spin levels. 

Another update is the second 

generation R-Moto Technology, 

which provides the structure  

needed for a thinner face to 

boost ball speed for more 

distance, while a new deeper 

face will suit the more common 

better-player mishit above and 

below the sweet spot. 

Callaway’s OptiFit hosel 

adds to the adjustable 

elements, providing 

eight settings so you 

can alter your loft 

and lie angle, and 

it features on both 

the driver (£429) and 

Big Bertha Alpha 816 

fairway wood (£249).

The fairway wood also 

features a Forged Hyper Speed 

Face Cup that generates faster 

ball speeds, while its CG can 

also be altered using adjustable 

sole weights, one of which is 

heavier than the other, 

allowing you to alter 

both the spin and 

shot shape.

Both clubs feature 

the Aldila Rogue I/O 

shaft as standard, with 

a 60g model in the 

driver and a 70g offering 

in the fairway wood.

At a glance
■ Twelve shaft options mean 

the overall club weight can 

range from 295g to 325g

■ Available from September 18, 

the driver will cost £369 and the 

fairway £229

T
wenty-four years on from 

the launch of the fi rst-

ever Big Bertha driver, the 

iconic name is still delivering.

The latest addition, the Great 

Big Bertha driver, offers bundles 

of adjustability, but at the other 

end of the scale from the Alpha 

816 Double Black Diamond, with 

a lightweight and stable chassis 

generating easy distance for a 

wider spectrum of abilities.

Depending on which of the 

12 shaft options you choose, 

it can work as both a V-Series 

replacement thanks to a lighter 

295g option, or more like a Big 

Bertha Alpha 815 replacement, 

should you opt for the 

heaviest 325g set-up.

Its head is more 

aerodynamically shaped 

and features next-generation 

R-Moto Technology that allows 

for a thinner face, which leads 

to faster ball speeds across 

different strike points.

Callaway has also added the 

Adjustable Perimeter Weighting 

we saw on the 2013 Big Bertha 

driver, which gives you a 10g 

sliding weight to position 

between the heel and toe to 

help tighten your dispersion. 

There’s also a new Great Big 

Bertha fairway wood, which 

Callaway claims is its fastest 

fairway wood to date thanks 

to the latest incarnation of its 

Forged Hyper Speed Face Cup, 

which boosts ball speeds more 

than previous editions.

A bigger head than a typical 

Callaway fairway increases 

forgiveness further, while the 

modern Warbird sole plate 

makes it easy to hit from a 

variety of lies.

Both the driver (£369) and 

the matching fairway (£229) 

feature the OptiFit hosel, which 

gives you eight confi gurations 

to further tune your loft and lie 

angle to suit your needs.

Great Big Bertha driver and fairway



Srixon

At a glance
■ Heavier heads and lighter 

shafts make the woods feel 

easier to swing

■ The game-improver Z 355 

woods range from £159-£279

S
rixon is branching out 

h  

b d h

Z h h d  

of f  

w d d h b d

 ll h l d h  

b ff  

d f  

to the use of what Srixon calls 

Action Mass technology.

This design places more weight 

in the head for more mass 

behind the ball, which in turn 

helps you transfer more energy 

at impact for extra distance.

The heavier driver head 

– h h f h  

h h k  

o l h l b b ll 

s d b l k h  
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shaft and a higher balance point, 

which keeps the overall weight 

similar to normal drivers, so 

the club doesn’t feel heavy or 

cumbersome to swing.

The Z 355 woods also feature 

Srixon’s Booster Ti Cup Face, 

which sees a change in the 
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The matching Z 355 

fairway wood and hybrid both 

feature the same Action Mass 

technology that helps achieve 

more club speed and stability. 

They aren’t adjustable, but do 

boast a low-profi le design that 

makes them more versatile from 

h f i d h hil  
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Sinto the game-improver 

category by extending the 

Z Series with the introduction 

of the new Z 355 driver, fairway 

wood and hybrid.

   All three metal woods have 

been constructed to offer 

distance and forgiveness, thanks 

– which at 211g is one of the 

heaviest on the market – not 

only helps boost your ball 

speeds, but it also makes the 

driver less likely to twist at 

impact on a poor strike.

Cleverly, Srixon has combined 

the heavier head with a lighter 

welding process to allow the 

face thickness to be optimised 

for faster ball speeds across a 

larger area. The Z 355 driver 

features the same hosel 

adjustability found on the 5 

Series model, offering 12 loft and 

face angle settings. 

the fairway and rough, while 

a small amount of draw bias 

should aid your accuracy.

All three woods have Srixon’s 

Miyazaki graphite shafts. On sale 

from September 18, the Z 355 

driver will retail at £279, fairway 

£179 and hybrid £159. 
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Z 155 and Z 355 irons

Srixon

At a glance
■ Two new iron sets use more 

weight in the head to increase 

stability and power 

■ Both sets will be available in 

5-PW at £499 (s) and £549 (g)

To complete its Z Series iron 

line-up, Srixon has revealed the 

new Z 355 and Z 155 models, 

which add to the forgiving end 

of its range.

Both are aimed at game-

improvers, with the Z 355s 

offering slightly smaller heads 

and a touch less offset than the 

super game-improver Z 155s.

Both models have many of 

the game-improver features 

you’d expect to see, like 

confi dence-inspiring top lines 

and forgiving cavity backs, but 

with a few helpful additions.

The Action Mass design 

combines larger and more 

forgiving heads with a new 

lightweight shaft. This produces 

greater stability and more 

kinetic energy at impact, for 

longer and more accurate shots.  

As well as the high-strength 

steel faces and lightweight 

Nippon NS Pro 950 DST and 

Miyazaki Jinsoku shafts, the 

irons feature the Tour V.T. Sole, 

as seen in Srixon’s better-player 

Z 945, Z 745 and Z 545 models.

This sole design increases 

leading-edge bounce while 

at the same time decreasing 

trailing-edge bounce, helping 

reduce turf-interaction time by 

43 per cent.

Both sets are available from 

5-PW, and will retail at £499 

(steel) and £549 (graphite).

Z 355 woods



Srixon

Ping
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AD333 ball
At a glance

■ Srixon updates the UK’s best-

selling two-piece ball

■ The new 2015 model will retail 

at £26 per dozen

W
hen you’ve got 

something as 

universally popular 

as the Srixon AD333, you’d be 

considered particularly brave to 

make wholesale changes, which 

is why the new 2015 AD333 

model has just a few tweaks 

here and there to fi ne-tune its 

impressive performance.

These include a new version 

of Srixon’s Spin Skin, where a 

change to the urethane bonding 

has helped create a more fl exible 

coating that increases the 

frictional force by 18 per cent.

This change means your 

grooves grip the ball more easily 

to create more spin, which will 

give you greater control when 

pitching and chipping.

Compared to the 2013 AD333, 

this model also has more equally 

sized dimples, which make the 

324 Speed Dimple Pattern more 

aerodynamic for longer carries 

and better stability.

A 79-compression design 

replaces the 2013 ball’s 78 

compression, and Srixon says 

that the slightly fi rmer core will 

help boost ball speeds at impact 

for longer distance.

This added distance and 

control still comes in a very 

affordable package at £26 per 

dozen, with white and tour 

yellow versions both available.

At a glance
■ Ping joins Pertex to create 

new Tour Eye waterproofs

■ The suit will cost £350, with 

jacket sizes from S-XXXL

B
uilding on its apparel 

launch a few years ago, 

Ping has now partnered 

with Pertex, a brand whose 

performance fabrics are 

renowned in the outdoor 

industry, to release its new Tour 

Eye waterproof suit.

Incorporating Ping’s Sensor 

Dry Technology with Pertex 

Shield+, the lightweight jacket 

combines waterproof protection 

with excellent breathability and 

stretch properties for complete 

freedom of movement.

The Pertex Shield+ fabric, a 

popular choice among cyclists 

and alpine climbers, sees a 

three-layer, tightly woven 

stretch fabric used on the torso, 

with a Pertex polyurethane fi lm 

laminate producing a highly 

waterproof, breathable material.

This material is also 

extremely durable, resisting 

abrasion in key areas like the 

shoulders for bag carriers. On 

the sleeves, a Pertex Shield+ 

waterproof knitted fabric is 

used to increase the stretch 

performance further.

The Tour Eye jacket (£200) 

is available in both full and 

half-zip models, with sizes 

ranging from S-XXXL. Matching 

waterproof trousers (£150) have 

the same technology found in 

the jacket in a variety of sizes 

to complete the protective and 

playable waterproof suit.  

Tour Eye waterproofs



Callaway u oMizuno

Chervò

Autumn/winter collection
At a glance
■ The Italian performance 

clothing brand launches 

autumn/winter collection

■ The range fuses high-tech 

performance fabrics with classic 

Italian styling

T
he brainchild of two 

brothers – one a 

professional skier and 

the other a fashion designer – 

Chervò started life in 1982 as 

a high-performance skiwear 

company, before deciding to 

enter the golf clothing market a 

decade later.

As you’d expect from its 

Italian roots, the new golf 

range includes some striking 

colourways, one inspired by 

the changing seasons of mid-

autumn and one that fuses 

sporting colours with tones of 

lime green and purple for the 

touch of chic that Chervò has 

become known for in Europe. 

The key difference you’ll 

notice with Chervò’s garments 

compared to other golf clothing 

is the lightweight and noiseless 

material that it designs in-house, 

which works perfectly for 

wearing on the fairways.

Key garments include the 

Enolo (£106.30) and 

Essafora (£147.40) 

gilets, Manny 

(£181.90) and 

Mondo (£269.60) 

jackets, Scagnel 

(£131.60) and 

Spassaora (£130) 

trousers and Telina 

pullover (£87.60).

Mack Daddy 3 Milled wedge

S5 wedge

At a glance
■ A more traditionally shaped 

wedge complements the 

Callaway PM Grind 

■ Three grinds, eight lofts and 

two fi nish options are available 

at £109 each

H
ot on the heels of the 

recently launched PM 

Grind wedge, which had 

a new high toe design, comes 

the Mack Daddy 3 Milled from 

Callaway, which offers a more 

traditionally shaped head.

It comes with a raft of fi tting 

options, including three grinds, 

eight lofts and two fi nish 

options, but its party piece is 

its new Progressive Groove 

Optimisation, which sees 

different groove patterns used 

for different lofts. 

Commenting on the design, 

Roger Cleveland told Golf 

Monthly: “Typically, a player will 

create their most spin with a 

50° wedge and their spin will 

then drop off. 

“However, thanks 

to Progressive Groove 

Optimisation, our new wedge 

generates greater spin as the 

lofts increase, delivering control 

where you need it most.

“We managed to do this 

by increasing each groove’s 

wall angle and therefore the 

aggressiveness. So as you move 

higher we can now provide 

better control and the ability to 

stop shots more effi ciently.”

Available from September 

4, loft options will include 46°, 

48°, 50°, 52°, 54°, 58° and 60°, 

all at £109 each. All of these 

options will include a True 

Temper Dynamic Gold wedge 

shaft and Lamkin UTX grip 

fi tted as standard.

At a glance
■ A new midsize profi le 

makes the wedge appear less 

intimidating from tough lies

■ The S5 will retail at £110 and 

comes in 25 different loft and 

bounce combinations

M
izuno’s new wedge 

might surprise a few; 

not only does it come 

in a blue fi nish, but it is also 

designed around a new larger 

profi le that you might not 

associate with the brand. 

Both factors work 

beautifully, with the enticing 

midsize profi le – brought in to 

increase confi dence from tricky 

lies and when you open the 

face – maintaining a pleasing 

look at address.

The distinctive Blue IP fi nish 

is joined by a more classic 

White Satin option, while feel is 

delivered in abundance thanks 

to Grain Flow Forging that 

maintains a consistent grain 

through the neck and hosel.

New versatile sole grinds 

have also been designed 

and combine with a slightly 

rounded leading edge that 

allows the S5 to be opened or 

closed for maximum creativity 

around the greens.

Like in the MP-T5 wedge, 

Quad Cut Grooves are wider 

and shallower in the 54-62° 

models to provide more 

spin on chips, and deeper 

and narrower in the 49-53° 

versions to ensure control and 

workability on longer shots.

The S5 wedge (£110) 

comes in 25 loft and bounce 

combinations with a Dynamic 

Gold wedge shaft as standard.



The Method Matter putter family 

includes two blades, a mid-mallet 

and a full-mallet shape designed 

with input from Nike tour pros

T E S T E D

Nike

Method Matter putters £99.99
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Search for more reviews on GM’s YouTube channel



Aesthetics

1
Address View Method Matter putters 

have a clean and simple look on top with 

minimal distractions on very traditional putter 

shapes. A semi matte-black fi nish reduces 

glare and is joined by one white alignment 

line extending across the fl ange.

2
Shelf Appeal The four shapes in the 

family, as well as the premium fi nish, red 

RZN insert and Nike swoosh on the face, mean 

this putter line has more than enough pop off 

the shelf to catch your eye, aided by a retail 

price under £100.

Components 

3
Grip A lot of thought has clearly gone in 

to the traditional mid-size grip with its 

shape seemingly fi tting snugly in your hands 

however you hold the putter. It has a slightly 

rough but soft texture that really enhances 

the feel you experience at impact, while the 

shaping helps you return the face squarely.

Technology

4
Face Design Nike’s RZN Groove insert 

softens the feel and delivers a faster 

forward roll, aided by the stainless steel body. 

The loft is relatively low at 2.5°, which may 

also contribute to the ball rolling out a little 

more than you would expect, enabling you to 

adopt a more compact, controllable stroke.

5
Fitting Nike’s new RTS (Return to Square) 

colour-coded model selection system 

gives golfers a starting point as to the type of 

putter they should be playing. Using a special 

mat, you are recommended either a straight, 

slight or strong arc putter based on how far 

you stand from the ball at address and your 

ability to start the ball on line.

Replacing
The Method Matter

 family replaces the 

Method Core range

Specs tested
The bladed B2-01 and mallet 

M5-12 with a 34” shaft

Ping 

Cadence TR, from £139

Has variable depth grooves 

and comes in both heavy 

and light models to match 

your preferred feel.

Wilson 

Infi nite, £79

Four counterbalanced 

putter shapes with more 

weight in the top of the 

grip for more stability.

TaylorMade 

White Smoke, from £95

A tour-proven PureRoll 

insert promotes an earlier 

roll to help the ball hold 

its line.

Up Against Three more to add to your test list...

10 Point Test Report
Tester: Golf Monthly technical editor Joel Tadman

6
Adjustability The putter heads feature 

two sole weights in the heel and toe. A 

head weight of 345g comes as standard in the 

four models, with a 34-inch shaft, but this can 

be altered slightly up or down by changing 

the sole weights during a custom fi tting.

Performance

7 
Forgiveness Although slightly less 

forgiving than the Converge line, the 

design and length of the RZN insert offers 

a generally consistent roll and feel from 

different strike points, which is especially 

noticeable from long range.

8
Consistency The consistency of the roll-

out is a reassuring trait, leaving you less 

worried about fi nding the sweet spot. Only 

really poor strikes feel signifi cantly different. 

Once you’ve found a model that fi ts your 

stroke type via the RTS system, you should be 

able to hole-out regularly from close range.

9 
Distance Control The face technology 

certainly helps, and being able to add or 

take away weight from the head allows you to 

control distance more effectively, too. Initially, 

the ball rolls out a foot or two more than 

expected from distance, so spend some time 

on the practice green before putting a Matter 

model in play on the course.

10 
Feel If you like a soft-feeling fl at-

stick with a quiet, muted sound, the 

Method Matter putters will be right up your 

street. There’s barely a sound made when 

you strike the ball and yet it rolls true, thanks 

to the two types of material used in the RZN 

insert. That said, there’s just enough feedback  

to let you know if you’ve found the sweet spot.
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Stewart Golf

R1 Push trolley £199

Key technology 

Hand-made in Gloucestershire, the R1 Push  

is 33 per cent smaller than the previous Z3 

model when folded down, while the console 

has four times more volume and more 

features. It uses a sturdy rack and pinion 

system also found in car steering wheels, 

which hides the folding mechanism within 

the bespoke aluminium alloy frame to deliver 

cleaner aesthetics. Specially designed self-

adjusting jaws will accommodate any style of 

stand, cart or tour bag, while silicone straps 

adjust to the bag’s size and grip it in place.

Will suit Golfers willing to invest in a 

lightweight, feature-packed push trolley that 

is durable and easy to put together.

GM verdict 

 Comfortably the best-looking push trolley 

on the market, the R1 Push is a genuine head-

turner. The assembly process is a breeze, 

thanks to the innovative folding mechanism; 

simply lift up the handle and the frame and 

wheels fall into place. Being hidden, it keeps 

out dirt to stop it from jamming or becoming 

stiff over time. You notice how lightweight 

the R1 Push is but it never feels unstable, even 

on bumpy or sloping terrain. The console on 

the handle offers useful, versatile storage 

for items like balls, tees and a water bottle. 

Being able to clip an umbrella underneath 

it also means you’ll never be caught short 

when a rain shower passes over. The price 

is competitive given the quality of the 

construction and components and it’s obvious 

the R1 Push will last for a very long time.

 For less than £100 more, you can get a 

decent electric model. The umbrella holder is 

only sturdy enough for use in a gentle breeze.

The R1 Push comes in 

either a white or black 

frame and wheel trim

Search for more reviews on GM’s YouTube channel
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Ping 

Cadence TR Ketsch Mid £199-£248

Key technology 

Ping’s Cadence TR Ketsch Mid putter is 30 per 

cent smaller than the original Ketsch, offering 

increased stability in a more compact look. It 

comes in two weights, thanks to changeable 

sole plates that fi ne-tune your feel. Variable-

depth grooves are shallower in the heel and 

toe sections to help mishits travel closer to 

the hole. Contrasting white sight lines on the 

dark head help you achieve more accurate 

alignment. Ping is also offering an oversize 

putter grip (£20 upcharge) for the fi rst time, 

to suit those golfers who prefer a larger grip. 

Will suit Golfers seeking the alignment 

assistance, roll properties and forgiveness of 

the original Ketsch, but in a slimmer size.

GM verdict 

 Ping’s Cadence TR family offers as much 

variety in shape, length and weight as any 

range on the market. While the face-balanced 

nature of the Ketsch Mid may not appear ideal 

for those with strong arcs, its performance 

was impressive nonetheless. The alignment 

lines appear just as prominent at address 

as the original to help you align and square 

the clubface. Despite being only two thirds 

of the size, it’s at least as forgiving as the 

original Ketsch. It’s incredibly stable through 

impact and the ‘heavy’ option seemed to 

aid my unhurried tempo. Performance from 

long range was superb – a slight mishit didn’t 

seem to affect the amount the ball ran out 

– while short putts seemed to start on line 

almost automatically. It’s worth upgrading 

to the larger grip if you use a SuperStroke or 

similarly fat grip currently.

 The relatively loud sound at impact doesn’t 

quite match the soft feel you experience.

T E S T E D

The Ketsch Mid comes in 

both adjustable-shaft and 

counterbalanced options

Search for more reviews on GM’s YouTube channel
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Voice Caddie

Swing Caddie SC200 £249

Key technology 

The SC200 is a portable, Doppler radar-

based launch monitor that measures carry 

distance, swing speed, ball speed and smash 

factor before feeding this information back 

via its LCD display and voice output. It can 

be used in three different modes, with a 

unique scoring system employed to monitor 

carry distance, accuracy and consistency. 

The option to input your clubs’ exact loft 

angles means the SC200 can provide even 

more accurate data. The wireless control unit 

enables all settings to be controlled remotely.

Will suit Golfers who want accurate 

feedback on their shots hit in practice without 

breaking the bank.

GM verdict 

 The SC200 takes the best elements from 

its predecessor and improves upon them. 

The device is slim and lightweight, leaving 

you with no reason to omit it from your 

bag, especially with the drawstring pouch 

protecting it during transit. The LCD screen 

is easy to read, but the addition of the voice 

output function removes the need to turn and 

squat to assess each shot. The wireless control 

unit fi ts in your back pocket with room to 

spare, leaving you free to focus on your range 

session. Carry distance seemed accurate when 

tested up against a premium launch monitor, 

no doubt helped by the ability to input your 

clubs’ lofts, which the machine uses to help 

calculate carry distance. The Random mode 

is an especially useful short-game practice 

tool, creating much more realistic scenarios by 

changing the distance each time. 

 It often takes a few shots at the start of a 

practice session before any data appears.

A shot-count and 

time-display feature 

allows practice-session 

length and intensity to 

be monitored

The wireless control 

unit allows users to 

change settings on 

the device without 

bending down

Search for more reviews on GM’s YouTube channel
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he feelings you experience 

on that very fi rst shot 

from the sweet spot when 

testing out a new set of 

irons is often the make-

or-break factor as to whether these clubs 

will earn a place in your bag, especially 

for better players. There is a wide range of 

sensations players want to feel from their 

irons. Some like a lot of feedback to notify 

them of an off-centre strike. Some would 

rather a powerful sound, while others like 

something more muted. There are plenty of 

preconceptions when it comes to feel, but 

what are golfers actually feeling when they 

strike the ball and what constitutes a good 

or bad-feeling club?

‘Feel’ explained
Feel is essentially a combination of two 

things: the sound created by high-frequency 

vibrations in the clubhead due to impact 

with the ball and the vibrations that travel 

up the shaft and into your hands. 

Much of the sensation attributed to feel is 

actually the sound of the head. Any club has 

a distinct natural frequency and therefore a 

signature sound. Off-centre hits change that 

sound slightly and give a player the ability 

to discern the mishit – what many refer to 

as feedback. 

“The qualities of a good-feeling iron focus 

on the sound in three key areas: volume, 

pitch and duration,” Paul Wood, VP of 

engineering at Ping, told GM. “Good-feeling 

irons have a balance of not being too loud 

or quiet, a pitch that’s neither too muted or 

metallic and a duration that is not too short 

or long. The ideal sound of an iron can vary 

based on design intent. For instance, with 

the new Ping GMax iron, a slightly higher 

pitch conveys a powerful impact more like 

a hybrid, which supports the distance the 

golfer sees over our better-player irons.”

Other elements of an iron’s feel are the 

weight and balance when a player picks it 

up and how it feels during the swing. But 

ultimately, sound is the key driver. Ping 

has run tests that involved players hitting 

shots while wearing noise-cancelling 

headphones. It became very diffi cult for 

them to distinguish any differences in feel 

from shot to shot or club to club.

Do forged clubs feel better?
There are some signifi cant differences in 

sound and feel between most bladed irons, 

which are usually forged, and cast cavity-

back irons. In its Grain Flow Forged MP line 

of irons, Mizuno uses a billet of carbon steel 

– an elongated cylinder of metal which is put 

through a bending and stretching process. 

“By starting with a billet, we ensure the 

grains of the metal fl ow continuously from 

heel to toe,” says Chris Voshell, Mizuno’s 

club engineer. “If you can get those 

grains tight and consistent, the golfer will 

experience a truer vibration and better feel.”

Ping’s Paul Wood believes the differences 

in feel between forged and cast are less to 

do with the manufacturing technique and 

more to do with the mass of the clubhead. 

“The total head mass of a forged and 

cast 7-iron is likely to be very similar, but 

the placement of that mass will change 

the sound signifi cantly. An iron with more 

perimeter weighting (a cavity back) will 

vibrate at a different frequency to the iron 

with more mass in the middle of the club 

(a muscle back). It’s the geometry that 

differentiates its sound rather than whether 

it is cast or forged.”

How is feel fi ne-tuned?
By using softer clubhead metals, 

manufacturers can improve a club’s feel. 

The addition of weights made of even 

softer materials behind the face can also 

manage a club’s sound. 

Finally, the badge on the back of the 

clubhead also plays a part in dampening 

vibration and is often made of multiple 

materials to maximise this effect.

Tech explained…

T

The geometry and 

positioning of the 

mass in a cavity-back 

iron affects the feel

Fine-tuning feel
The feel of an iron is something many 

golfers prioritise, but what really is feel 

and why does it vary so drastically 

between dif erent clubs? 
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Wearables in golf
Joel Tadman discusses the evolution of wearable technology

Gear Talk

he ‘wearables’ market is one 

of the fastest-growing sectors 

in the world. Many of these 

devices worn as accessories 

perform similar tasks to 

laptops or smartphones but often with the 

added benefi t of sensory features, such as 

heart-rate monitors and calorie counters. This 

makes them popular as fi tness companions, 

allowing gym fanatics to track the length, 

intensity and effi ciency of their workouts.

Wearables already exist in golf, too. GPS 

watches have been around for a number of 

years and the variety 

of features on offer 

has grown since the 

fi rst was launched. 

As well as giving 

basic yardages, some 

now offer features 

like a swing-tempo 

trainer and hazard 

information to help golfers play and improve 

in different ways. They are seen as a quick 

and unobtrusive method of gaining accurate 

distances at a glance.

Shot-tracking systems like Arccos and 

Game Golf could also be classed as wearable 

devices. These let you ‘tag’ each club on a 

receiver before you hit to mark your position 

via GPS and then observe your shots and stats 

on a computer after your round. 

The small problem with these is that users 

have to add in the process of tagging into 

their pre- or post-shot routine – something 

that many view as an unwanted distraction. At 

the other end of the scale, GPS watches give 

accurate distances but don’t offer any post-

round analysis to assess your game and help 

you improve.

The launch of the Golf Tile on the Microsoft 

Band looks set to evolve the golf wearable 

category signifi cantly. The band launched 

in April this year, offering a host of health-

monitoring features as well being able to 

receive texts, emails, social media, calendar 

updates and more.

Microsoft worked with TaylorMade in 

creating the Golf Tile and its ability to act 

alone, storing your information independent 

of your phone, as well as the ability to detect 

shots you hit by distinguishing between 

practice swings and real shots, makes it a 

unique and exciting product.

The recently launched myRoundPro shot 

analysis platform, 

which works with 

the device, takes 

statistics to a whole 

new level for amateur 

golfers. Those with 

the band who sign up 

to myRoundPro can 

see how they compare 

with a scratch golfer in the different areas of 

the game, like Strokes Gained. Soon, once 

enough rounds are entered, golfers will be 

able to see how they compare with others 

of the same ability, which really makes it an 

exciting prospect.

What’s great about the 

band is that it 

combines all 

the available 

technologies 

into one passive, 

comfortable and 

easy-to-use device 

that doesn’t 

interfere with your 

golf game. Fitness, 

distance and 

shot information 

are all presented 

on screen in a simple, digestible way after 

the round. With advice coming soon on 

how to use this information to improve any 

weaknesses, the Golf Tile, combined with 

TaylorMade’s myRoundPro, has the potential 

to enhance the golfer’s experience and 

enjoyment considerably.

As with any product, there are drawbacks. 

The Microsoft Band has a heart-rate monitor, 

which makes it non-conforming to the Rules 

of Golf and therefore illegal for competition 

use. However, the parties involved are 

confi dent that in January 2016 a tweak to the 

rule will permit the use of the device with this 

function disabled. 

We were given an exclusive fi rst try of the 

Microsoft Band and were suitably impressed 

with every aspect of it. We could 

well be looking at the future of 

performance analysis and GPS 

technology, so watch this space.

T

 The Microsoft Band’s Golf Tile 

and myRoundPro

The Game Golf shot-tracking system

■ Joel Tadman is Golf Monthly 

technical editor

“We could be looking 
at the future of GPS 
technology and 
performance analysis”
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head of the launch of sister brand Srixon’s new 
Z155 and 355 series, we were given exclusive 
access to the man who oversees Cleveland Golf’s 
product designs. John Rae began working for 
the company in 1999, and now manages over 
160 employees as Vice President of R&D. He 
was at the helm when Cleveland brought 
out the f rst-ever 460cc driver, and when it 
revolutionised wedge technology in the 

form of Zip Grooves. We caught up 
with him at Camberley Heath 

Golf Club in Surrey to 
discuss all things 

wedges...

SPIN 
D O C T O R

Meet John Rae, the man behind a number of 

Cleveland’s best wedge-design innovations, including 

Zip Grooves and Rotex face technology
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What are the areas of wedge design you 

look to improve?

Wedges are based around looks, feel 
and spin. It’s where our research starts. 
Looks-wise, it’s hard to innovate on shape. 
Historically, a wedge shape hasn’t changed 
much so it’s got to ft the eye of the golfer, 
but we also look at things like different PVD 
colours, different sole-fnishing features and 
then what we can do on the back. When it 
comes to feel, it’s material selection – casting 
versus forging, then what materials to use 
and how to design the hosel transition, 
which can also dictate the feel. All the 
vibration starts in the head and moves its 
way up the hosel, but the main mode of 
vibration would be those two pieces moving 
against each other. The less vibration you 
get, the better it feels. A thick transition 
will make it feel amazing, but won’t look so 
good. So it’s a balance. 

Spin, presumably, is king?

Absolutely. Any design changes we make 
start with our tour players. They prioritise 
short-game spin. Almost all of them have 
too much spin on a full shot, but it’s around 
the green and out of the rough they want 
more spin. The RTX 2.0 technology has three 
parts – the grooves, the laser milling and the 
micro-milling on the face. The best way to 
think about it is on an old radio: the grooves 
are the big dial when it comes to spin, 
everything else is smaller dials. If you had a 
microscopic view of the face, you’d see big 
cavities which are the grooves and smaller 
cavities which are from micro-milling. When 
you zoom in, there are spikes and then each 
spike has another spike from the laser. Each 
piece combines to create maximum spin. 

How much testing of different groove 

confgurations do you do?

A lot! It’s really hard to test a wedge because 
so many little things play a big part. One 
example is if we put a wedge in our robot 
and hit it with a brand new golf ball, then put 
the same ball back in and hit it again on the 
same impact point, there’s a signifcant loss 
in spin. Also little bits of debris we can’t even 
see play a part in spin, so it’s hard to do a test 
where you’re hitting shots with wedges and 
determining the fner details. So we fipped 
the process and developed a spin cannon 
where instead of swinging a club, we fre a 
golf ball. The golf ball shoots out with no 
spin and then we can put an entire wedge 
or face plate in its path, bounce the ball off 
it and measure the spin. We can also rotate 
it through any angle to replicate different 
angles of attack and lofts and can change the 
ball speed to simulate different swing speeds. 
Wet newspaper works well as a replica for 
grass. Getting more data allows us to notice 
the fnite differences in performance. 

We work through hundreds of different 
face designs, spacing the grooves out 

differently, putting them at different angles, 
testing in different conditions. We also 
change the materials to assess durability, 
seeing if the grooves degrade over time.

Do you agree with the groove rule?

Probably not, because it hasn’t accomplished 
what they wanted it to. The goal was to 
target all those players who weren’t bothered 
about hitting fairways with their drivers 
because they knew they could spin it. But 
that strategy hasn’t changed – tour players 
are still trying to hit the ball as far as they can 
because they know that hitting a full 5-iron 
from the fairway is harder than hitting an 
8-iron out of the rough. There used to be a 
maximum width, depth, number of grooves 
and sharpness. Now, there’s a holistic 
total and you can get to it in different ways 
and manufacturers are going in different 
directions. There’s more variety in the 
technology and I think that’s a good thing.

Why are Cleveland wedges not forged?

Firstly, 60 to 70 per cent of wedges sold 
across the board aren’t forged. Mainly, we 
fnd that there’s a bigger difference in feel 
between forged and cast wedges when 
they’re raw, which is more commonly found 
at the professional level. But as a product 

for retail, we need to put a chrome layer 
on it to stop it rusting. The chrome fnish 
comes in two parts: a thick nickel layer and a 
chrome layer on top. When we put those on, 
even our tour pros can’t tell the difference 
between a cast and forged wedge. 

I had this argument with Jim Furyk a few 
years ago when he complained we didn’t 
have forged wedges. So I gave him a forged 
wedge and a cast wedge and asked him to go 
and hit some shots. Sure enough, he thought 
the cast wedge was the forged wedge. He had 
been convinced forged wedges felt better 
when in reality the difference is minute –
and we can’t justify the extra cost. Instead, 
we invest in getting tighter tolerances, 
developing new groove technology, adding 
micro-milling, etcetera, as this contributes 
more to performance.

What frustrates you about wedge design?

I get frustrated by companies that come out 
with different wedge grooves in different 
lofts. I think you should be able to use every 
wedge in your bag on any shot. For example, 
your 60° wedge isn’t only your bunker club 
and your 56° isn’t only the club you chip 
with from the rough. It doesn’t make sense 
to put ‘good’ grooves in one loft and ‘bad’ 
grooves in another. 

J O H N  R A E

“Even tour players can’t tell the difference

between a forged and cast wedge”
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It also frustrates me that the whole 
process takes so long. We’re always working 
on new technologies and it feels like we 
should be turning things around quicker, but 
working with vendors across the world is 
time-consuming. 

How does enhanced groove technology 

affect a ball’s durability?

It’s the sharp edges of a groove that causes 
any scuffng, not the milling on the face. The 
USGA rule has helped in that it has forced us 
to take the sharpness out of the edge of the 
grooves. Before that we were good at making 
sharp-edged grooves, so much so they were 
changing how grooves functioned. Their 
main purpose is to get the bad material, 
like grass and dirt, out of the way so there’s 
more contact between the ball and the face. 
As grooves were getting sharper they were 
turning into claws, digging into balls, tearing 
them apart and generating loads of spin. 

How important is the material of a wedge?

Spin comes from the geometry or face design 
rather than the material. The harder the 
material is the more durable it tends to be, 
but that tends to work against feeling good. 
We work on things like a localised treatment 
to harden the face without affecting the feel.

How do you assess feel?

It’s both subjective and scientifc. The 
scientifc approach is where we have a bunch 
of sensors on the club that measure every 
vibration that comes up the shaft and then 
back track that to frequencies. The head 
vibrates frst, then the fange (the weakest 
point of the club), then by measuring it we 

can fgure out how large the amplitude of 
the vibration is. So that gives us our static 
number, then we do player testing for 
consumer feedback for our subjective testing. 
In the end we’re trying to match the two. 

What innovation are you most proud of with 

the new Z155/355 Srixon series?

I am most proud of the Action Mass 
technology and the courage it takes to 
release that type of technology. For years, 

golf equipment manufacturers have 
followed a ‘pyramid of infuence’ approach 
whereby we get product played at the top 
of the pyramid (PGA Tour) and then let that 
acceptance trickle down. The problem with 
this is that lower-level players are different 
from elite players and as such need different 
things. Action Mass technology is a perfect 
example of that. It is not ideal for tour 
players and it is not ideal for older golfers. 
It is ideal for golfers in their 20s to 40s who 
need consistency. I think it takes a lot of 
courage and faith in your research to launch 
a main product based on a technology that 
you know tour players won’t use. 

Have you been tempted to use Srixon’s shaft 

technology in Cleveland wedges?

We could use Miyazaki for our own graphite 
wedge shaft but we tend to fnd the market 
for graphite wedge shafts is pretty low. 
People aren’t keen to hand over extra money 
for the graphite technology in wedges.

What is Cleveland’s future strategy? 

Long term, Cleveland will become a 
125-yards-and-in brand. We had the best-
selling wedge in the UK last year, and soon 
we’ll have a more premium putter line-up that 
started with the TFI model earlier this year. 

J O H N  R A E

“All our tour players 
have too much spin 
on a full shot but 
around the greens 
they want more”

The RTX 2.0 technology has three

parts – the grooves, the laser milling

and the micro-milling on the face
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Fairmont St Andrews (Kittocks)

oth courses at this 36-hole 
resort, set a couple of miles 
above the Auld Grey Toon, 
opened for play in 2001 – 
one the handiwork of Sam 

Torrance, the other created by Bruce Devlin 
with additional input from Gene Sarazen. 
Earlier this year, Fairmont appointed 
renowned golf management company Troon 
to enhance the customer experience and take 
the overall package to the next level. 

The glorious elevated setting both courses 
enjoy is enviable indeed, gazing back towards 
St Andrews and out across the mouth of the 
Firth of Tay towards the Angus coast.

In 2009, a huge redevelopment and 
upgrade programme took place, giving the 
Torrance course more of a links feel courtesy 
of eight new holes and some impressive 
mounding and bunkering work. One of the 
knock-on effects of this project was some 
additional reconfguring of the two layouts, 

with the Devlin rechristened the Kittocks 
in honour of an eponymous Site of Special 
Scientifc Interest (SSSI) that separates the 
upper holes from a stunning stretch set a 
little lower down towards the water’s edge.

For many, this stretch is the highlight, 
especially the 7th and 9th holes; the former a 
short, tempting par 4 which cascades down 
via a cluster of sleeper-faced bunkers that 
threaten to push you closer to the coastline 
on the left in your eagerness to avoid them.

B

PLAY IT
The best places to play and stay in the UK and abroad

Manchester and district / Bovey Castle / Cyprus

Edited by Jeremy Ellwood
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ADDRESS / Fairmont St 

Andrews, St Andrews, 

Fife, KY16 8PN

T / 01334 837000

W / fairmont.com/

st-andrews-scotland/

STATS / Kittocks: par 71, 

6,752 yards; Torrance: 

par 72, 6,642 yards

GF / £80 per round; £40 

per round after 3pm

After climbing back the other side of the 
SSSI, the 14th and 15th holes then lead you 
into an excellent closing stretch, starting 
with the dramatic clifftop par-3 16th that 
used to be the original layout’s closing hole.

From here, the Kittocks course’s new 
f nale comprises the former signature 
17th from the Torrance course, then the 
Torrance’s original 16th hole. The 17th 
is a truly epic test: a long par 4 along the 
clifftops, where an inlet just short of the 

green creates a chasm that must be traversed 
– or steered round – if your tee-shot has 
strayed a little too far right.

In an ideal world, you will arrive in good 
time to make full use of the Fairmont’s 
excellent practice facilities, then have ample 
time to take advantage of the well-appointed 
clubhouse post-round. The views from here 
out over the closing stretch of the Kittocks 
course to the Firth beyond are surely among 
the most breathtaking in Scottish golf.

A glorious setting: Fairmont’s Kittocks course
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Manchester & district
There is an oasis of very fne golf surrounding one of the UK’s busiest cities 

A golfer’s guide to…

Local knowledge

Manchester
Stats: par 72, 6,478 yards

W: mangc.co.uk

GF: £60wd per round, £65 Sunday per round

Familiarly known as Hopwood after 
the park to which it relocated more 
than a century ago, Manchester Golf 
Club is blessed with a wonderful Harry 
Colt course that sprawls over a glorious 
expanse of gently undulating countryside.
Just a few miles from the city centre and 
close by the M62, the contrast could not 
be greater as you work your way around 
18 distinct, testing and memorable holes.

After opening with a short, appealing 
par 4, it is immediately time to put on 
your driving boots with back-to-back 
par 5s. The 4th is a beautiful short hole 
in a natural dell beyond a stream, and 
the 6th is a belter of a stroke index one 

with a blind drive. The 8th is another 
photogenic par 3, before a downhill par 5 
takes you to the turn. I say turn, but there 
is only one starting point and the routing 
constantly twists and turns with no sight 
of the clubhouse until after your round. 

The back nine begins with two short 
but strategic par 4s, before another super-
tough gem at 12, where I savoured my 
regulation four in the morning. The 13th 
is a standout, must-hit short hole, and the 
14th is a meandering par 5 round to the 
left and up the hill. The fnishing four are 
all very tough; into the wind I could not 
reach the ‘short’ 16th! 

Back in the characterful clubhouse, the 
welcome is extremely warm and the food 
is plentiful and tasty. Manchester is as 
capable of hosting a serious tournament 
as it is of enchanting any visiting golfer 
looking for something special.

Bolton Old Links 
Stats: par 72, 6,432 yards

W: boltonoldlinksgolfclub.co.uk

GF: £25wd per round, £35we per round

Alister MacKenzie designed the 
excellent Old Links course some years 
after an internal split which resulted 
in the formation of two clubs: this and 
Bolton Golf Club, located a mile or 
two away at Lostock Park. 

The front nine holes form an 
inner loop, which is encompassed 
by the back nine, and its moorland 
setting means that wind is a frequent 
companion and a major infuence 
on how the course plays. There are 
excellent panoramic vistas from the 
highest point on the 12th tee, and 
the signature hole is the 14th, a very 
pretty par 3 tucked in among trees at 
the far end of the property.

Stay
The Red Lion, Hawkshaw

T: 01205 856600

W: redlionbury.co.uk

Situated to the north west of the 

city, but within easy reach of all the 

courses here and many more, the Red 

Lion is a part of the JW Lees chain, 

with eight en-suite bedrooms and a 

popular and busy restaurant. There is 

a regularly changing menu of freshly 

prepared dishes with a weekly ‘Pie 

Night’, and the wine list is varied and 

very well priced. The accommodation is 

comfortable and roomy and also very 

affordable with free Wi-Fi, and the 

service is friendly and effcient. All in 

all, it’s an ideal base for a golfng break.
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Visit
The Lowry

W: thelowry.com

Situated in a magnifcent building 

alongside Salford Quays, the Lowry 

is home to two theatres staging 

ballet, drama, opera, comedy, music 

and family entertainment. It also has 

galleries with global exhibitions, free 

activities and a bar and restaurant, plus 

the world’s largest public collection of 

paintings and drawings by L.S. Lowry.

1 / Manchester

2 / Bolton Old Links 

3 / Chorley   

4 / Leigh    

5 / Pleasington

Manchester

2
3

4 

5 

1

Chorley
Stats: par 71, 6,269 yards

W: chorleygolfclub.co.uk

GF: £45wd per round

As someone who values setting and 
scenery very highly, I thoroughly 
enjoyed the genuinely different course 
at Chorley. The club was founded in 
1897, almost 30 years before it settled 
on its current site, where the course 
offers something for everyone, both in 
terms of golfng examination and fun.

Several sloping fairways ask some 
tricky questions, and the 4th, 11th, 
12th and 15th are all outstanding 
two-shotters. There is great diversity 
and the current maintenance plans 
mean that it is likely to get better 
still. Presented in fne condition with 
true greens, the course kept me fully 
engaged from start to fnish.

Pleasington
Stats: par 71, 6,490 yards

W: pleasington-golf.co.uk

GF: £42wd per round, £50we per round

This course offered the most disparate 
and intriguing mix of holes on the 
trip. Beginning with three perfectly 
decent parkland holes, the George 
Lowe and Sandy Herd design really 
takes off from the 4th; an outstanding 
dogleg left followed by a sublime par 
5 played over the brow of a hill and 
along through a scenic valley. 

The 7th is one of the most unusual 
par 5s I have ever seen, and the 8th 
is a lovely short hole at the secluded 
far end of the course. There is plenty 
more variety on the back nine, 
including a thrilling drive from the 
elevated 14th tee and a delightful short 
hole to an arbour green at 16.

Eat
Bob’s Smithy Inn, Bolton

W: bobs-smithy.com

This spacious and distinctive building 

dates back to the early-17th century. A 

former coaching inn, it serves a wide 

selection of fne ales – the Flat Cap is 

recommended – and has been a regular 

in the CAMRA guide for many years. 

The menu in the Old Forge restaurant 

is extensive and varied, ranging from 

snacks to specialist a-la-carte dishes.

Leigh
Stats: par 69, 5,908 yards

W: leighgolf.co.uk

GF: £30wd per round, £35we per round

Although parkland throughout, Leigh 
is very much a course of two halves. 
The original nine holes, now 9 to 17, 
were designed by the founders in 1906 
and run through mature trees to the 
east of a dividing road. 

In the 1920s, Harold Hilton was 
engaged to extend it to 18, and 
although the result is not long 
with just one par 5, his holes make 
up an enjoyable layout which is 
maintained in excellent condition. 
I particularly liked the dogleg-left 
6th, the very attractive par-3 12th 
and the challenging closing hole. The 
impressive clubhouse is listed and 
dates back to the mid-19th century.
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At a 
glance

■ BEST DEAL

‘Time To Golf’ from £558 

for two nights, includes 

two rounds of golf on the 

Championship course and 

a full English breakfast. 

Offer based on two people 

sharing a Classic room. 

Rates fl uctuate, dependant 

on time of year and 

availability. The golf tee 

times must be booked at 

time of reservation. 

■ WHERE 

Bovey Castle is situated 

in the heart of Dartmoor 

National Park, just 40 

minutes from Exeter, 

which can be accessed via 

the M5.

■ CHECKLIST

Green fees: £49 (£35 Nov-

Mar) if staying; £70 (£49 

Nov-Mar) if visiting

Buggy hire: £35

Caddy hire: £40

Push trolley hire: £5

Club hire: £30

Driving range: Yes

Putting green: Yes

Short-game area: Yes

Pro shop: Yes

Changing rooms: Yes

Sky TV: Yes, in clubhouse 

and accommodation

Wi-Fi: Free throughout

Price of a pint: From £5

■ CONTACT

Bovey Castle,

North Bovey,

Dartmoor National Park,

Devon,

TQ13 8RE

T: 01647 445000

W: boveycastle.com

The Golf

Championship Course: par 70, 6,303 yards

Designed in 1926 by John Abercromby, who also 

designed The Addington, Bovey Castle’s 18 holes are 

routed through the hotel’s estate and offer dramatic 

views over Dartmoor. You can’t get too caught up in 

the scenery though, as you must carefully navigate the 

River Bovey during a tight front nine. The highlight of 

this is the par-3 3rd, which is surrounded by a lake and 

sits prominently in the castle’s gardens. The outward 

nine takes you towards the edge of the estate, before a 

climb to the 10th tee reveals stunning views and a tricky 

par 5. It is otherwise more open, but still asks plenty of 

questions, with tricky doglegs on 11, 15 and 18.

Also play... head north to enjoy GM Top 100 venues 

Saunton (sauntongolf.co.uk) and Royal North Devon 

(royalnorthdevongolfclub.co.uk)

The Hotel

This Grade II listed mansion was built in 1907 and has 

been a hotel since 1930. Its interior provides a Downton 

Abbey-style wow factor, including stunning fi replaces 

and staircases. It doesn’t skimp on the modern luxuries 

you’d expect either, with a spa and two restaurants just 

the tip of an iceberg that includes falconry displays, 

tennis, croquet, archery, cider and sloe gin making, fl y 

fi shing, mountain biking and clay pigeon shooting. The 

spacious rooms are in keeping with the hotel, with high 

ceilings and the elegance you’ve come to expect. GM 

stayed in a ‘Classic Room’ within the castle, but there 

are also lodges available for larger groups situated 

within the expansive grounds. 

Where else... you’re spoilt for choice in Dartmoor 

National Park, but we recommend a visit to Lydford 

Gorge (nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge)

Bovey Castle
History, glamour and adventure are all packed in at this 

luxury Dartmoor retreat, with its 18 holes just the start...

Stay & Play

The signature par-3 3rd

Smith’s Brasserie

The stunning and tough par-5 

10th hole at Bovey Castle
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Terms and Conditions:

To enter the competition you must be 18 years old or over at the time of entry. Competitions are not open to employees (or members of their immediate families) of 

Hilton Worldwide. The closing date for all entries is 18th September at 11.59pm. The winner and runners-up will be selected at random no later than the 25th September. 

Tickets are non-refundable and are not exchangeable for cash or any other prize. Winner’s prize of a one-night stay in the Offcial Hotel must be taken on Wednesday 

7th October 2015. Hilton Worldwide reserves the right to amend these rules at any time. Hilton Worldwide will endeavour to dispatch prizes within a week of the 

competition end date but cannot guarantee this delivery time. 

Full Golf Monthly competition terms and conditions can be found on page 68.

Fancy a special trip, courtesy of Hilton, to the 
British Masters supported by Sky Sports at 
Woburn this October? Here’s your chance to win 
an overnight stay and hospitality tickets... 

G
olf Monthly has teamed up with 

Hilton, Offcial Hotel Supplier to 

The European Tour, to offer one 

lucky winner an unforgettable 

experience at this year’s British Masters 

supported by Sky Sports, as the tournament 

makes a return to The European Tour 

schedule after a seven-year absence. 

With the Hilton Milton Keynes as the 

Offcial Hotel for the event, Hilton is offering 

the chance for one winner and a guest to  

get closer to the action than ever before, 

with an incredible prize which includes  

the following...

– A one-night stay in the Offcial Hotel 

– Two luxury hospitality frst-round tickets

– Exclusive signed merchandise from Hilton 

Golf Ambassador, Tyrrell Hatton

Five runners-up will also win a pair of any-

day tickets to watch the action at Woburn 

Golf Club, as some of the best players in 

the world look to add their name to the 

illustrious list of British Masters winners 

including Seve Ballesteros, Nick Faldo and 

Justin Rose.

For your chance to win this great prize 

package courtesy of Hilton, simply visit golf-

monthly.co.uk/competitions and answer the 

following question….

What year did Hilton Golf Ambassador Tyrrell 

Hatton make his frst appearance in The 

Open Championship?

a) 2009 b) 2010 c) 2015

All entries must be received by midnight on 

Friday September 18.

GM proMotion

WIN the 
ultImate 
BrItIsh 
masters 
experIeNce
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aving enjoyed my one previous 
trip to Cyprus – a walking holiday 
through the mountains in the 
west some ten years ago – I came 
away with the feeling that there 

was not a great deal more to see. Happily, my 
return this year proved me utterly wrong as 
I encountered sites and architecture, both 
ancient and modern, savoured distinct and 
delicious culinary delights and sampled some 
varied and very entertaining golf.

Cyprus has a chequered history, with 
confict a key feature of the past – somewhat 
ironically as it is, by legend, the birthplace of 
Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love. The 
southern two thirds of the island is under 

self-rule and is a delightful destination for 
European holidaymakers, as well as home to a 
large population of expats. The modern road 
system makes travel from the main airport in 
the east, Larnaca, very easy, and I began my 
stay at the excellent Almyra Hotel right next to 
the beach in Paphos. This fully revamped fve-
star family resort with fne dining makes for a 
perfect base, and it was from here that I set off 
for my frst round of golf on the island.

Elea is a par-71 Nick Faldo desert-style 
design which is just fve years old, featuring 
his trademark expansive and very visual 
bunkering. Running over an elevated hillside 
setting with some beautiful vistas out to sea, 
it is presented in tip-top condition. It will test 
the more capable golfer without punishing 
the higher-handicapper too severely, and 
there are plenty of challenging holes, with a 
lake protecting the greens at the 5th and 9th. 
I particularly liked the par-5 2nd – where you 
have to cross a dry stream – and the stroke 
index one 17th, a brute of a par 4 with a long 
approach at an angle over a rocky wasteland. 
The classy and spacious clubhouse has views 
down over the course and the restaurant and 

terrace are terrifc places to unwind, with 
food combining local Cypriot ingredients and 
international fair.

When staying in Paphos, I would heartily 
recommend an evening at 7 St. Georges 
Tavern, midway between Elea and the Almyra. 
This authentic and characterful family-run 
restaurant has no menu; you simply talk with 
the staff and they keep bringing dishes of 
unusual, home-grown and freshly prepared 
food that will delight even the fussiest eater. 
If you are lucky, you will even get to chat with 
George himself, a real character with an endless 
supply of fascinating tales to tell. He even 
makes his own, very quaffable wine.

c y p r u s 

H

An aerial view of Secret Valley

The Limassol marina

As far to the south-east as it is possible to go in Europe, Cyprus is 
an ancient, mountainous island offering history, culture, cuisine 

and, as Rob Smith discovers, some surprisingly good golf…

Eastern delight



c y p r u s

The appropriately named Secret Valley was 
another very pleasant surprise; a charming 
course running through an east-west river 
gorge where the wind blowing in from the 
sea can play a signifcant role. Subject of a 
signifcant upgrade over the years, the course 
was well presented and it makes the very best 
of what must have 
been a diffcult 
routing due to the 
confguration of the 
land. The course 
is part of a project 
which will eventually 
result in more golf, 
some of it foodlit, 
with design input 
coming from four-
time Ryder Cup captain Tony Jacklin. The 
ultimate questions are always whether you 
have enjoyed a course and whether you would 
recommend it; in this case, easily yes and yes.

My second stopover for the trip was another 
superb top-drawer locale with a selection of 
enticing restaurants, the Amathus Beach Hotel 
in Limassol. In a prime location for access to 

all that Cyprus has to offer, it gave me a chance 
to look at the striking new marina ,which is 
nearing completion and already attracting 
the most prestigious yachts and worldwide 
interest. At the confuence of Europe, Africa 
and Asia, the frst superyacht marina in 
Cyprus will have cost more than €400 million 
and boasts luxury villas and apartments, 
restaurants and bars, shopping and a really 
welcoming, relaxed community spirit.

Heading back out for more golf, I was very 
impressed by the Cabell Robinson design 
at Aphrodite Hills, which runs over two 
expansive areas of high ground and clifftops 
right next door to Secret Valley. There are 
back-to-back stunners at 7 and 8; a par 3 
across a gorge with the most heart-stopping 
access path you can possibly encounter, and a 
dreamy short par 4 to the edge of the cliffs with 
the balmy backdrop of the azure sea. There is 
even an ancient olive press preserved in the 
middle of the fairway! Each is worth the green 
fee on its own, but there are plenty of other 
strong holes, especially the handful of very 
attractive par 3s. There are some substantial 
walks between holes and a buggy is therefore a 
sensible idea, especially when it’s hot.

There are a couple 
of other courses in 
the area: Minthis 
Hills and Vikla, 
which is further 
to the east near 
Larnaca. The island 
also has a wealth 
of archaeological 
sites and I would 
thoroughly 

recommend heading into the hills for lunch in 
the courtyard at Stou Kir Yianni in Omodos.

With its inviting climate, Cyprus has long 
been a popular target for holidaymakers. Now, 
with its small but varied array of golf, its greatly 
improved accommodation and its excellent 
cuisine and wines, there is something for 
everyone at any time of the year.

The daunting 7th

at Aphrodite Hills

The 8th at 

Aphrodite Hills

ESSENTIALS

Where to play
n Aphrodite Hills

W: aphroditehills.com

GF: €101-143 including shared cart, reduced 

rates for juniors

n Elea 

W: eleaestate.com

GF: €70-98, twilight rates available

n Minthis Hills

W: minthishills.com

GF: €70-85

n Secret Valley

W: cyprusgolf.com

GF: €65-90

Where to stay
n Almyra Hotel, Paphos

W: almyra.com

n Amathus Beach Hotel, Limassol

W: amathuslimassol.com

How to get there
Many airlines including BA (ba.com), both 

scheduled and charter, fy from a variety of UK 

airports to Larnaca and Paphos.

For more information on all the island has to 

offer, go to visitcyprus.com
“Secret Valley is 
another charming 
course running 
through an east-
west river gorge”

Elea is located in a sublime spot
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Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Terms and conditions apply.

www.golfcare.co.uk/gma915BUY
ONLINE

FREE
PHONE 0800 1585515

Quote Code:

GMAD915

*Terms and conditions apply.

• 2 Year Guarantee • BuyWith Confidence

• PGA Professional Advice • Custom Fit Specialists

Take Our

www.direct-golf.co.uk

Weguarantee to beat any
competitors price & also
give you 10% of the
difference back.*

Insurance

Equipment

TO ADVERTISE HERE

P S C C O 0 03 8 361

TO ADVERTISE HERE TO ADVERTISE HERE 

P S C C O 0 03 8 361PLEASE CALL RICHARD ON 0203 148 2361
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FIND YOUR LOCAL
EUROSELECT OUTLET

INSTORE

Silvermere Golf Store

Silvermere Golf Complex, Redhill Road,

Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1EF

01932 584 323

TheWeald of Kent Golf Course

Maidstone Rd, Headcorn, Kent TN27 9PT

01622 890866

Gillingham Golf Club

Woodlands Rd, Gillingham, Kent ME7 2AP

01634 853017

Portsmouth Golf Centre

Burrfields Road, Portsmouth, PO3 5HH

023 9266 4549

Kevin Hinton Holtye Golf Store

Holtye Golf Club, Cowden, Nr Edenbridge,

Kent, TN8 7ED 01342 850 957

Royal Jersey Pro Shop

Grouville, Jersey, Channel Islands, JE3 9BD

01534 852234 www.rjproshop.com

Westridge Golf Centre

Brading Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight

PO33 1QS 01983 613131

Tony Valentine Golf Centres Ltd

Unit 5, Barnfield Road, Great Western

Way, Bruce Street Bridges, Swindon,

Wiltshire, SN2 2DJ

01793 644448

Tony Valentine Golf Centres Ltd

Unit 2, Bradford Road, Corsham,

Wiltshire, SN13 0RB 01249 714466

Tim Jenkins Golf LTD

Cleveland Golf Club, Redcar, Cleveland,

TS10 5BJ 01642 498772

Tim Jenkins Golf LTD

Castle Eden Golf Club, Castle Eden,

Hartlepool, TS27 4SS 01429 836689

Affordable Golf

20 Wilson Place, Nerston Industrial Estate,

East Kilbride, G74 4QD 01355 571999

Affordable Golf

Unit 3, 126 Hydepark Street, Glasgow,

G3 8BW 0141 5641580

Gloucester Golf Superstore

Barnett Way, Gloucester, GL4 3RT

01452 613864

Cardiff Golf Centre

Began Rd, Old St.Mellons, Cardiff, CF3 6XJ

02920 361122

Parkstone Golf Club

49a Links Road, Poole, Dorset, BH14 9QS

01202 706027

Golf Gear Direct

www.golfgeardirect.co.uk

Click Golf

www.clickgolf.co.uk

Ladies Golf

www.ladiesgolf.co.uk

Left Handed Golf

www.lefthandedgolf.co.uk

Jam Golf

www.jamgolf.com

Centregolf - Brentwood Golf Centre

King George’s Playing Fields, Ingrave

Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM14 5AE

01277 218714

Centregolf - Chatham Golf Range

Street End Road, Chatham, Kent, ME5 0BG

01634 848925

Complete Golfer

1/2 Clive Parade, Maxwell Road, Northwood,

Middlesex, HA6 2QF 01923 836059

Duncan Lambert

West Malling Golf Club, London Road,

Addington, Kent, ME19 5AR 01732 844022

ExpressGolf Centre

The Fairways, Bradford, BD9 6RX

01274 491945

Centregolf - Rayleigh Golf Range

Rear of Carpenter’s Arms, London Road,

Rawreth, Wickford, Essex, SS11 8TZ

01268 781706

Centregolf - Thorndon Park Golf Club

Ingrave, Brentwood, Essex, CM13 3RH

01277 810736

Scottsdale Golf

148 Cross St, Sale, Manchester, M33 7AQ

0161 969 4644

Golfers Choice

47 Barrack Rd, Northampton, NN1 3RL

01604 620808

Foregolf

Sealand Golf Centre, Sealand Road,

Chester, CH1 6BP 01244 881800

Complete Golfer

www.completegolfer.co.uk

ExpressGolf

www.expressgolf.co.uk

Affordable Golf

www.affordablegolf.co.uk

House of Fraser Golf Store

www.houseoffraser.co.uk

Scottsdale Golf

www.scottsdalegolf.co.uk

Silvermere Golf Store

www.silvermeregolfstore.com

Tony Valentine Golf

www.tonyvalentine.com

Tim Jenkins Golf LTD

www.timjenkinsgolf.co.uk

Centre Golf

www.discountgolfstore.co.uk

ONLINE

Guernsey Golf School

La Grande Mare Golf Shop, Vazon Bay,

Castel, Guernsey, GY57LL 01481 253432

Michael Henning Golf

Worthing Golf Club, Links Rd, Worthing,

West Sussex, BN14 9QZ 01903 260718

Golf Gear Direct Store

24 Longley Rd, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7RU

01634 262002

Complete Golfer

Moor Park Golf Club, Rickmansworth

Hertfordshire, WD3 1QN 01923 774113

Left Handed Golf Store

Silvermere Golf Complex, Redhill Road,

Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1EF 01932 584384

Cardiff Golf

www.cardiffgolf.com

Gloucester Golf

www.gloucestergolfdiscount.com

Duncan Lambert

www.duncanlambertgolf.com

Euroselect are a group of 20

Independent Golf Retailers with over

500 years of combined experience.

We employ over 100 PGA Golf

Professionals and hold over £20

million of stock, with state of the art

coaching and custom fit facilities.

Please check with your local Euroselect member for more details.

GET THE WHOLE
GOLF EXPERIENCE

SHOP 31 OUTLETS

SURF 17 ONLINE STORES

PLAY 21 GOLF COURSES

LEARN GOLF LESSONS

ENJOY 17 DRIVING RANGES

Euroselect for the best
experience in golf today.
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Tenby Golf Club, founded in 1888 is widely regarded as the Birthplace of

Welsh Golf, and is one of only eight Welsh courses to feature in the Rolex

World’s Top 1,000 courses.

Located close to the famous Medieval walled town and harbour, this superb

links course has stunning sea views, and offers all year round playability

and fne, true greens.

In an idyllic setting, the Club is proud to host many National Championships including

the Welsh PGA, the Welsh Amateur and the British Ladies Amateur Championships.

In addition to a fantastic links experience Tenby also offers:- a 3 hole Par 3 course,

covered Driving Range, Snooker room and superb dining facilities.

Visitors whether in small or large numbers are very welcome to play all year round. You

can always extend your stay in one of the 7 twin en-suite bedrooms and enjoy a ‘Play

and Stay’ break at a very reasonable price.

www.tenbygolf.co.uk
Tenby, Dyfed SA70 7NP 01834 844447

TENBY GOLF CLUB

WELSH GOLF CLUB OF

THE YEAR 2014

We’re the golf

holiday experts.

MEXICO

5* Moon Palace Resort

2 Weeks All Inclusive
Unlimited golf on 2
Incl. fights, unlimited golf
& transfers

From £1,825 pp

ABU DHABI

4* Crowne Plaza Yas Island

7 nights b&b
4 rounds golf on 3 courses
Incl. fights, airport and golf
transfers

From £1,295 pp

MAURITIUS - 5* Shangri-La’s Le Touessrok

12 nights B&B from £2,175 PP

Incl. fights & free daily golf

www.chakatravel.com
enquiries@chakatravel.com

T. 028 9023 2112

travel

FREE GOLF At

The UK’s Largest Golf Resort
Set in the foothills of Dartmoor National
Park, Devon. The Ashbury Golf Hotel is the

ideal venue for your golf break.

Autumn to Spring Specials
8/10/15 - 27/4/16

• FREE Golf • ½ Price Buggies

• 10% OFF Health & Beauty

October Midweek Bargain Breaks:

3nts or more from £50pppn FULL BOARD!

Additional Facilities FREE to residents of our hotels
Leisure
Hydro Spa
Swimming
Snooker
Ten-Pin

Family
Funhouse
Gamezone
Waterslides
Play Area

Ranges
Archery
Air Pistols
Air Rifles

Laser Shooting

Sports
Bowls

Table Tennis
5-A-Side
Basketball

Racket Sports
Tennis
Badminton
Squash

Short Tennis

PLUS unique Craft Centre featuring 17 tutored crafts, including Pottery & Woodwork

All rooms en-suite • Full board • Child rates • Party discounts

0800 197 7551 ashburygolfhotel.com

Kigbeare Par 72 6528

Pines Par 72 6400

Beeches Par 69 5803

Oakwood Par 68 5502

Ashbury 9 + Pines Front 9 Par 69 5775

Ashbury 9 + Pines Back 9 Par 71 6111

Willows Par 54 1939

At least 27 holes of FREE golf with each night of stay!

Pines 17th

442 yards, Par 4

Oakwood 16th

172 yards, Par 3

&

TheManor
House

Ashbury
Hotels

WIN YOUR WAY TO MAZAGAN!

www.casinota.com/win

Mazagan Beach & Golf Resort, Morocco

&KRLFH�RI
��FRORXUV
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RU�ORJR
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Golf Courses Play & Stay

Competition
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British Heart Foundation

London to Lands End

Bike Ride

23 – 26 July 2016

It’s time to gear up and take on our brand

new London to Land’s End challenge.

Cycle 300 miles through spectacular

countryside to England’s most westerly point.

www.bhf.org.uk/get-involved/events/bike-rides/london-to-lands-end-bike-ride



Cause for optimism
Bill Elliott

■  Bill Elliott is Golf Monthly’s editor at large  

and Golf Ambassador for Prostate Cancer UK

Our editor-at-large, Bill Elliott, discusses the current strength of professional golf, marvels at 

Tiger Woods’ endless positivity and looks at Australian Robert Allenby’s eventful year…
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S
itting on the patio at Hankley 
Common GC the other week 
and drinking in one of the truly 
great views in the English game, 
Surrey’s unique heathland 

stretching away towards a distant horizon 
with perhaps a puma purring somewhere, it 
struck me that the old game is actually quite 
genuinely interesting at the moment.

Of course there is always some interest 
somewhere but the other fact is that, for 
quite long periods, golf, like all sports, goes 
into a sort of becalmed period when not 
much happens and when the only thing 
likely to wake up afcionados is the sound 
of collective yawning from other 
corners of the kindergarten. 

Well, not at the moment. Many of 
us were kept awake by our concern 
for the welfare of Rory McIlroy 
as the wee man tried to nurse 
his Achilles heel – ironically, his 
ankle – back to rude health. Would 
it be days, weeks or months until 
he returned? Would he make it to 
Whistling Straits? Did he require 
some new trainers? Was his mum 
on the case? So many questions.

And then there is Jordan Spieth. Is he 
a bit lucky or just really, scarily brilliant? 
Is he, in fact, even better than Rory or just 
not quite as good but actually a lot more 
consistent? Are Spieth’s worst rounds a lot 
better than McIlroy’s? Intriguing, isn’t it? 
See, another question just as I think I’ve go 
to the end of the questions. Who knew? Oh 
no, I’ve done it again.

Finding out who is the better is likely 
to be the most interesting answer in our 
game over the next few years. Unless, that 
is, your man comes back into the action. I 
refer here, naturally, to Tiger Woods. Stop 
fdgeting at the back in that irritated way. 
How can I ramble on about what makes our 
current golf scene interesting without some 
mention of Woods?

In terms of achievement, stature, 
charisma and several other things, he 
remains the most compelling act in town. 
Even in disarray he is the star turn. Or at 
least he is until, say, Saturday morning. No 
one in the history of human achievement 
has ever worked harder at extracting tiny 
slivers of positivity out of apparently 
hopeless situations. Where others see 
despair, he sees hope. Either that or he 
is lying through his teeth. Whatever, it’s 
impressive and deeply, deeply interesting.

Mind you, if you really are fed up with 
Tiger then there is always the confusing 
fgure of Robert Allenby upon whom to 

focus. As recently as January 16 this year 
I had forgotten about the ageing Aussie. 
At one time good enough to fgure in the 
world’s top 20, Allenby’s recent years have 
been memorable only for their lack of any 
sort of distinction. 

To suggest he had slipped off the radar 
was to seriously underclub the situation. 
Yet this year he is once again one of the 
most talked-about professionals in this 
overheated world. To be fair, it’s kind of not 
been because of his golf, which has mostly 
retained a reassuring lack of distinction. No, 
Allenby has gone the controversy/scandal 
route and done so fantastically well.

First, on January 17, he drew attention to 
the fact that a golf tournament was being 
played in Hawaii by going out for a drink 
in Honolulu and then claiming he was 

kidnapped, beaten and robbed by person 
or persons unknown. He had the facial 
bruising to prove it too, except that quite a 
few people did not believe his story. These 
included his caddie, one Mick Middlemo, 
who said he thought his employer had 
drunk too much, fallen over, hurt himself 
and had his wallet lifted. A strip club was 
mentioned in dispatches.

So far so good, but it was going to get 
better. A few weeks ago in Canada, Robert 
and Mick had a frenzied discussion about 
the correct club to hit at a hole, an exchange 
that ended when (a) the caddie was sacked 
or (b) the caddie threw the bag down and 

stalked off. Who knows? What 
we do know is that this is the third 
caddie Allenby has lost mid-round. 
Unlucky? I doubt it. 

No such problems for Inbee 
Park, whose fnal-round 65 to 
win the British Women’s Open at 
Turnberry contained some of the 
very best golf of the summer and 
had her caddie applauding. No 
wonder, for in doing so Ms Park 
completed her career Grand Slam 

and also quite probably achieved her other 
dream of a sparkly, new kitchen. 

An offcial apology for this last 
gratuitous comment will almost certainly 
be published in this magazine next month. 
Various overly sensitive dullards at the 
BBC will applaud this action, probably 
whilst throwing darts at an image of Peter 
Alliss. This action will in turn encourage an 
apology to be issued by the Beeb and quite 
probably bring about the abandonment of 
the little-known but very powerful People 
Waiting To Be Offended Where No Offence 
Is Meant committee.

If this occurs then, happily, my work here 
is largely done. One may only hope...

“In terms of achievement, 
charisma and several other 

things, Woods remains 
the most compelling 

of characters. Even in 
disarray he is the star turn”

122  |  golfmonthlysubs.co.uk/subscribe



S7S7S7S7REMOTE
TAKE CONTROL

The first remote control model in the Motocaddy

range boasts one of the trolley sector’s most

sophisticated guidance systems, utilising two

motors to provide a combination of power and

precision, plus an anti-tip wheel to ensure stability

on the most challenging golf course terrains.

www.motocaddy.com



STEP INTO THE NEXT BIG THING

Like nothing you have seen before, HYPERFLEX shoes provide a waterproof,

comfortable, and secure fit with the high performance FlexGrid™ technology.

This is a shoe built to perform at your highest level. This is HYPERFLEX.

Step into the next big thing. Visit footjoy.co.uk/HYPERFLEX


