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NEW GHIBLI COMMANDS ATTENTION WHEREVER YOU TAKE IT.

www.maserati.co.nz

GHIBLI DIESEL: ENGINE CAPACITY: 2987 CC - MAX POWER: 275 HP AT 4000 RPM - MAX TORQUE: 600 NM AT 2000 RPM 
MAX SPEED: 250 KM/H - 0–100 KM/H: 6.3 SECS - FUEL CONSUMPTION (COMBINED): 5.9 L/100 KM

GHIBLI S: ENGINE CAPACITY: 2979 CC - MAX POWER: 410 HP AT 5500 RPM - MAX TORQUE: 550 NM AT 4500 RPM
MAX SPEED: 285 KM/H - 0–100 KM/H: 5.0 SECS - FUEL CONSUMPTION (COMBINED): 10.4 L/100 KM

GHIBLI: ENGINE CAPACITY: 2979 CC - MAX POWER: 330 HP AT 5000 RPM - MAX TORQUE: 500 NM AT 4500 RPM
MAX SPEED: 263 KM/H - 0–100 KM/H: 5.6 SECS - FUEL CONSUMPTION (COMBINED): 9.6 L/100 KM

INSTEAD OF 
HIRING A SUPERMODEL 
WE BUILT ONE.

AUCKLAND  09 520 1588

CHRISTCHURCH  03 977 8779

MASERATI GHIBLI. THE ABSOLUTE OPPOSITE OF ORDINARY. 
STARTING FROM $129,990. Overseas model shown.
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I
n the news this month, the 
Accident Compensation 
Corporation released the list of 
levies that it will charge as part 
of the updated vehicle licensing 

fee (what most of us call ‘rego’). It 
was released on April Fools’ Day, an 
ominous sign for sure. It classifies 
vehicles into four categories based 
on how safe they are deemed to be; 
L1 being the least safe, L4 the best. 
L4 category petrol vehicles will pay 
an ACC levy of $68.46 (diesel vehicles 
will pay more as the fuel is not taxed 
at the pump like petrol) as part of 
the licensing fee, while L1 category 
vehicles will be forking out $158.46, 
down from a flat fee of $198.65. 

ACC has devised these ratings 
from crash data collected from some 
5.5million reported crashes in Australia 
and New Zealand since 1987, usually 
where someone was killed or seriously 
injured. The Monash University then 
analysed the information to calculate 
the results taking in various other 
factors like occupant protection and 
outcomes for other road users. 

It would have been a difficult task 
for sure, with many variables to sift 
through. And predictably, some of 
the outcomes are eyebrow raising. It’s 
hardly a comprehensive list for starters, 
some vehicles simply aren’t on it, while 
others have model year ranges that 
span two or three model generations. 
And the fact the Australian and New 
Zealand car markets are similar but 
quite different thanks to the amount of 
used imports on our roads would have 
influenced outcomes too.  

There will be some second hand car 
owners out there who would have gone 
to the Government’s Right Car website, 
which rates cars as a ‘good buy’ based 
solely on their crash test scores and 
purchased appropriately based on 

this recommendation. And now some 
will find their supposedly safe family 
car listed in the most expensive L1 
category. And there are some brand 
new models that are listed in the L3 
bracket while previous generation 
models are listed as L4. The Land Rover 
Discovery for instance is one of over 30 
new cars not rated in the L4 category. 
When older vehicles have better ratings 
than newer models, surely that must 
raise some kind of flag. The list is set 
for the next 12 months, surely some 
outcomes will have to be reviewed.

It just adds to the confusion 
for buyers. In a head on collision, 
would you rather be in a four-star, 
L3 category Audi Q7 or a five-star L4 
category Fiat 500? Adding further to 
the crash rating perplexity, the BMW 
2 Series Active Tourer is a five-star car 
according to Euro NCAP but was this 
month given only a four-star rating by 
the ANCAP organisation. And BMW’s 
i3 is a five-star car according to 
ANCAP but a four-star car according 
to Euro NCAP. It must be mystifying 
for buyers who value safety as part of 
their purchasing decision. 

The change in licensing fee  
comes in on July 1, along with  
a three cent per litre reduction  
on the ACC levy on petrol. 

So, if you are after a cheap family 
vehicle that the ACC deem to be safe, 
go to the ACC website, find the list and 
make your choice. I recommended the 
2004 Ford Econovan; a forward control 
van with one air bag, no ABS yet is 
rated in the safest L4 band.  

AUDIT 7174 
TOTAL NET 

CIRCULATION  
TO 31/12/2014

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT

Editor  Kyle Cassidy

Senior Editor  Peter Louisson

Contributors   Paul Owen

 Rob Scott

 Dave Moore

 Shaun Summerfield

 Stu Owers

 Rob Maetzig

Proofer  Trish Bexley

ADVERTISING SALES

Sales Manager Gavin Shaw

ART DEPARTMENT

Art Director Mike McCullough

Staff Photographer Tom Gasnier

FAIRFAX MANAGEMENT

Northern Region Manager  David Penny

Commercial Manager Duncan Brough

Editorial Director Kate Coughlan

OFFICE ADDRESS

Office: 317 New North Road,  

 Kingsland,  

 Auckland 1021,

 New Zealand.

Postal:  PO Box 6341, 

 Wellesley Street, 

 Auckland 1141, 

 New Zealand. 

Telephone  (09) 909 6800 

Facsimile  (09) 909 6802 

Email kyle@autocar.co.nz 

PRINTING & DISTRIBUTION

Printer  PMP Print 

Distributors  Netlink Distrbution 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Phone:  0800 692 782 

Email: subs@autocar.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND ADVERTISING

Gavin Shaw +64 9 909 6800

Email:  gavin@autocar.co.nz

AUSTRALIAN ADVERTISING

Chris Williams  +61 (0) 2 9282 3228    

Email:                         chriswilliams@fairfaxmedia.com.au

 

NEW ZEALAND AUTOCAR MAGAZINE IS A 

PUBLICATION OF FAIRFAX MAGAZINES,  

A DIVISION OF FAIRFAX MEDIA LTD

ADVERTISING TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Advertising within this publication is subject to Fairfax 

Magazines standard advertising terms and conditions.  

A copy of which is available online at http://www.fairfaxnz.

co.nz/businesses/resources/termsandconditions_

fairfaxmags.pdf  or by calling 09 634 1800.

COPYRIGHT

No part of New Zealand Autocar may be reproduced, 

in part or in whole, without written permission of the 

Publisher. The views expressed in this magazine are 

not necessarily those of the Publisher.

THIS MAGAZINE IS SUBJECT TO THE  
NEW ZEALAND PRESS COUNCIL. 

   Complaints to be first directed to “editor@autocar.co.nz” 

with “Press Council complaint” in the subject line. 

   If unsatisfied, the complaint may be referred to the 

Press Council, P O Box 10 879, The Terrace, Wellington 

6143 or by email at: info@presscouncil.org.nz

   Further details and online complaints at  

www.presscouncil.org.nz

Sign up to our e-newsletter:  
www.autocar.co.nz/signupe Check us out on facebook:  

www.facebook.com/nzautocar

CHOOSING A 
SAFE FAMILY 
VEHICLE 

EDITOR

KYLE CASSIDY

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE TO NZ AUTOCAR?  
THE CHEAPEST WAY IS TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT  
WHERE IT WILL COST YOU JUST $5.90 AN ISSUE.  
VISIT GETMAGS.CO.NZ TO SIGN ON. 
NEXT ISSUE ON SALE MAY 28

4     new zealand autocar



Winner AA – NZMWG 
Small Car of the Year 2014

Winner NZ Company Vehicle
Compact Car of the Year 2014

Winner NZ Autocar AMI <$30k 
Car of the Year 2014

Winner Herald Driven 
Small Car of the Year 2014

Winner Stuff Motoring 
Top Small Car of the Year 2014

From only $23,700+ORC. 

It’s Jazz as.

AP
RO

PO
S 

30
61

7



I
n just the space of a month 
McLaren’s offerings have flourished 
with the reveal of not one but two 
new cars. The first to drop was the 
570S Coupe, the first in the new 
‘Sports Series’ range, and then the 
British firm released the 540C in 
Shanghai a few weeks later. 

The 570S sits below the 650S model and 
is intended to take the fight to the sports 
car market against the likes of the Porsche 

911 Turbo and Audi R8 V10 Plus. The 
company is calling it its most usable 

car yet and is intended to bring 
McLaren ownership to more 
people, still wealthy of course, 
with the base price set at 
£143,250. McLaren operates a 
one price for the world type of 
policy so a rough conversion 
plus taxes and freight put the 
local price around the $NZ335k 
mark before buyers start ticking 
options. And buyers will be 
able to delve deeply into the 
selection of choices via the ‘By 
McLaren’ bespoke service the 
company recently introduced 
with the 675LT model. 

MCLAREN  
ON MODEL  
RAMPAGE
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The Sports Series is all a push to 
increase sales, which will top the 
4000-a-year mark once the range enters 
production, doubling the current output. 

The 570S is the production realisation 
of the rumoured P13 model, and shares 
much of its hardware with the 650S, 
including the same twin-turbo 3.8-litre 
V8 but running in a detuned state. They 
say its 30 per cent different however, with 
new induction system designed to deliver 
a great sound. The engine output is 570PS 
or 419kW with a neat 600Nm of torque. It 
uses the same seven-speed dual-clutch 
automatic gearbox as the 650S while 
the headline performance numbers are 
0-100km/h in 3.2sec, 0-200km/h in 9.5sec 
and a top of 328km/h. These output and 
performance figures are directly inline 
with its intended competition.  

The car uses a newly developed 
‘MonoCell’ carbon fibre tub for its 
construction with aluminium body panels 
to give it a leg up in terms of chassis 
stiffness and a lighter kerb weight than  
its predominantly AWD competition.  
It’s said to weigh in at 1313kg. 

As it’s intended to be a more usable, 
every day type of car, the design of the  
tub has been modified and the engineers 
have removed some of the width from  
the sills that make it a chore to board  
the 650S. Rigidity is said to be the same, 
but it’s heavier overall.  

subscribe online at www.mags4gifts.co.nz/autocar new zealand autocar     7



PSA Peugeot Citroën will rely on just two 

platforms for all vehicles in the future. The 

company said it will design a new small 

car platform with Chinese partner and 

shareholder Dongfeng. The new Common 

Modular Platform (CMP) will underpin 

all B-segment and base C-segment cars 

(C4, C3, DS3, 208, 2008). Using the 

current PF1 platform as a starting point 

means existing manufacturing facilities 

will not need extensive modifications for 

its implementation. PSA boss, Carlos 

Tavares, said the company would make 

20 vehicles on the new platform (half each 

in China and France). Under Tavares, 

PSA is evidently back in profit already.

ON things Citroën, the DS brand is 

developing a new suspension solution that 

could give it an edge over its rivals for both 

ride comfort and dynamics, according to 

boss, Yves Bonnefont. While the company 

is yet to divulge details, Bonnefont said 

novel suspension solutions are part of the 

company’s DNA. He added that other 

technological advances would be used 

by DS to give its cars a point of difference 

from the competition, particularly 

regarding the use of natural materials, 

including thin-layer granite for the interior.

HONDA is said to be readying a Type R 

version of its subcompact S660 roadster 

for production, along with a more potent 

S1000 variant. The former is said to be 

good for 75kW and will come with a 

more aggressive body. The rumoured 

S1000 has supposedly been given the 

green-light for production globally.  

Helping further differentiate the models 
the 650S’s interlinked active suspension 
has been replaced by conventional double 
wishbones with adaptive dampers and anti-
roll bars. And the aero devices are fixed, not 
active as they are on the other cars although 
they are still said to deliver actual downforce 
at speed. The Brake Steer system is carried 
over though, braking the inside rear wheel 
to aid turn in. The brakes feature carbon 
ceramic discs as standard. The 570S is larger 
than the 650S at 4530mm long, 2095mm 
wide and 1202mm tall.

The styling is McLaren specific  
but the models from the various series  
(650S belonging 

to the Super Series, the P1 to the  
Ultimate Series) share no body panels.  
The 570 does feature dihedral doors however. 

The 570’s interior is more luxurious,  
with more leather trim, more storage space, 
more seat adjustment and the glass house 
has been designed to maximise visibility. 
There’s storage up front too, 150L of it. 

The 540C Coupé, revealed a few weeks 
later, is said to complete the two car line-up 
in the McLaren Sports Series. It’s cheaper 
again, McLaren NZ hoping to offer it here 
below the $300k mark, has a little less power 
– 397kW made at 7500rpm and 540Nm and 
that sees it fall slightly behind on the stop 

watch, 0-100km/h in 3.5sec and 0-200km/h 
in 10.5. Top speed is 320km/h, or one mile 
per hour shy of 200mph. The differences 
include aerodynamic changes, new alloy 
wheel designs, and revised damper tuning 
to aid ride comfort. The C stands for 
Clubsport apparently, and it is intended 
to be a global market car unlike the 625C 
which is for Asian markets only. 

McLaren says the 540C sits  
alongside the 570, not below, and you 
can expect to see the cars here late in  
the third quarter.   

8     new zealand autocar



BRING OUT THE CAVIAR,
BLOW UP THE BOUNCY CASTLE.

SU
B

66
68
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test drive today to discover why the judges had so much fun. Leave your whoopee 

cushion at home. Call 0800 SUBARU or visit us online at subaru.co.nz
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A
udi has rolled out 
another Prologue 
concept, this time 
previewing the 

next allroad.  It disrobed at 
the Shanghai Motor Show 
recently and is said to “reflect 
a fresh interpretation of 
the typical allroad themes, 
providing a clear glimpse at 
the brand’s design future”. 
The allroad design cues are 
all present, including the 
emphasised wheel arches, 
raised ride height, prominent 
bumpers and roof rails, 
all signalling adventurous 
intent. A large ‘singleframe’ 
grille dominates the front 
end, along with myriad 
aluminium details. The 
Prologue’s big, at 5130mm, 
so perhaps the new allroad 

model will also grow in  
size. It’s due along in 2016.  

Matrix laser headlights 
are a technology feature, 
as is the ‘groundbreaking’ 
infotainment operating 
system with three separate 
touchscreen displays. 
They allow passengers to 
configure their own space, 
and exchange ‘data’ with each 
other, suggesting a future 
where humans will have lost 
the power of ordinary speech. 
The cabin has four separate 
seats and the infotainment 
‘Butler’ can recognise  
who is seated where 
from their smart phone 
connections and configure 
each space according to 
personal preferences. 

The concept’s hybrid 

powertrain consists of a 
newly developed 4.0-litre 
bi-turbo petrol V8, which 
will see duty in a range of 
high-end future VW Group 
products. An electric motor 
is sandwiched in between 
the eight-speed auto and 
the engine, contributing 
to maximum outputs of 
540kW and 900Nm of torque. 
All-wheel drive is a given, 
as is air suspension, while 
the concept also features 
four-wheel steering to 
aid dynamics. Vitals are 
3.5sec for the 0-100km/h 
sprint, consumption of just 
2.4L/100km and an EV range 
of 54km from the 14kWh 
lithium ion battery which 
can be juiced using induction 
wireless charging.  

It will feature a newly developed 1.0-litre 

turbopetrol pumping out at least 95kW. 

Its body will be larger than the standard 

car’s, and insiders mentioned extra 

rubber and a hardtop roof featuring a 

“snorkel-type” air intake. The S1000 has 

a 2016 on-sale date. 

THE second-generation Mini 

Countryman was snapped testing at 

the Nürburgring recently. Expected 

to be larger than the current version, 

it will utilise the UKL1 platform which 

underpins the current Mini hatch. The 

shape is unlikely to change much but 

a bigger grille, reshaped headlights and 

an enlarged roof spoiler are likely. New 

Countryman will be the biggest Mini 

yet, and will be available in both front- 

and all-wheel drive variants, the latter 

reserved for the top models. Expect a 

release towards the end of next year with 

a 170kW/320Nm JCW version to follow.

ALSO testing at the Green Hell was 

a virtually undisguised version of the 

second-generation Porsche Panamera. 

Featuring evolutionary design, it is said 

to sport a ‘more cohesive’ appearance. 

Curvaceous body work, a gently sloping 

shoulder line and a better integrated 

rear end about fixes most of the existing 

design issues. The 2016 model rides 

on the new VW Group’s MSB platform 

composed partly of aluminium and 

partly of high-strength steel. It could be 

almost 100kg lighter than its forebear. 

Prologue the third
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ELECTRIC  
LION ROARS 

P
eugeot has rolled 
out a 373kW hybrid 
concept at the 
Shanghai show. 

Dubbed the ‘ultimate 308’, 
the R Hybrid has been 
developed by Peugeot Sport, 
which has some experience 
in the hyper-hybrid realm 
with the 908 Le Mans racer. 
The plug-in petrol hybrid is 
capable of hitting 100km/h 
in four seconds, yet due to its 
EV ability CO2 emissions are 
pegged at 70g/km. 

It’s based on the 308 R, the 
tracks pushed out 80mm, and 
there are four individual seats 
inside. The 308’s I-Cockpit 
layout sees the small wheel 
placed low with shift paddles 
to control the six-speed 
automated manual. 

The hybrid powertrain 
delivers some 500bhp and 
all-wheel drive capabilities via 
three motivators; a 1.6-litre 
turbopetrol from the RCZ-R, 
an 85kW motor on the rear 
axle, and another working with 
the petrol engine up front. The 
lithium-ion (3kWh) battery is 
located under the rear seats 
while the fuel tank has been 
repositioned to the boot area, 
sitting on top of the electric 
motor and two transformers. 
That sounds safe. The battery 
and electric bits add to the 
weight of course, the hybrid 
said to be 1550kg.  

It has multiple driving 
modes, starting with EV. Here, 
the rear motor does most of 
the driving, the front used to 
boost power when needed. 

No EV range is given, but the 
battery can be reenergized 
via a fast charging station in 
45 minutes. The front motor 
acts as a generator primarily 
and both motors click into 
regeneration mode under 
braking. Road Mode delivers 
224kW and 400Nm with the 
petrol engine used as the 
main source of power, the rear 
motor chiming in for added 
acceleration and traction, while 
the front motor is only used 
as a generator. Track Mode 
ups the output to 300kW and 
530Nm with the petrol and rear 

motor working constantly, the 
front boosting power under 
hard acceleration. In Hot Lap 
Mode, the system uses the 
motors to the full potential to 
deliver the maximum 373kW 
and 730Nm. The brake strategy 
includes 380mm vented 
front discs but the motors are 
used primarily to decelerate 
the car to maximise energy 
regeneration potential. Sounds 
like a seriously interesting 
sort of hyper hatch, but 
unfortunately there are no 
plans as yet to green light this 
for production.    



Engine options are almost assuredly 

boosted V6s, V8s and hybrids.

BMW’S M4 GTS due out next year 

may wear the ‘CSL’ badge, the Coupe 

Sport Lightweight expected to shed 

100kg. That means removing some 

spec, including rear seats, and installing 

manually operated carbon fibre front 

seats. A roll cage will be a cost option. 

Aerodynamic enhancements from the M4 

Coupe MotoGP safety car are likely to be 

implemented. A power hike from 317 to 

368kW is expected, accompanied by a 

torque peak of 600Nm. The CLS should 

cut out the 0-100km/h dash in under 

4.0sec. It will be a limited edition variant; 

just 750 CSL units are planned.

MERCEDES-BENZ Vans boss, Volker 

Mornhinweg, has revealed the company’s 

forthcoming pick-up will not be an F150 or 

Ram competitor, but a mid-size double-

cab variant loosely based on the Nissan 

Navara (frame, axles and body structure). 

The Mercedes variant will feature unique 

styling and its own four- and six-cylinder 

petrol and diesel engines mated to a six-

speed manual or a seven-speed automatic 

transmission. Expect three equipment 

levels; workhorse, dual use and leisure/

family. Highlights include user-easy 

ergonomics, a spacious second row 

and high-quality materials. It’s likely that 

production will take place in Mexico (for 

the US market), and possibly also Spain.

THE Jaguar XE may not be the smallest 

Jaguar for long as design director, Ian 

Callum, has revealed the company is 

J
aguar has replaced its XF with a new 
car that looks remarkably like the 
old one. At first glance you could 
easily pass it off as yet another styling 

revision, but it is in fact 83 per cent new, or 
so they might lead us to believe. The latest 
XF is built off the company’s new aluminium 
platform which underpins the smaller XE, 
and so the new XF is said to be stiffer by 
about one-third and lighter by around 10 per 
cent compared with the old car. On size, it’s 
about the same, marginally shorter overall 
by 7mm, a smidge lower but is 51mm longer 
in the wheelbase. 

The XF is said to be up to 190kg lighter 
than its predecessor as aluminium now 
comprises some 75 per cent of its chassis 
manufacture. The car is primarily alloy 
up front, with the rear quarter made of 
steel, which is said to help with weight 
distribution (as well as cost). It has double 
wishbones up front and a version of the 
firm’s new independent rear end, dubbed 
‘integral link’, while adaptive dampers will 
be available on some models.  

The increase in body rigidity is said 
to improve the car’s refinement level and 

ride quality, along with the dynamics. 
The weight purge would also help here, 
you’d imagine. Its dynamic character, 
according to the company, is what makes 
the XF appeal to buyers, something with 
which we’d agree. And it looks good 
too. On that front, they haven’t fiddled 
too much with the overall styling; it’s 
recognisable as a Jag XF, though is subtly 
different from the previous model.  

As it shares the XE platform, it also 
borrows from the new Ingenium four-
cylinder 2.0-litre engine line-up, along with 
a blown 280kW/450Nm V6 and a revised 
bi-turbo V6 diesel making 220kW and 
700Nm. An eight-speed auto is standard. 
There’s no talk of a V8 as yet, but we are 
sure it will be coming. At least it better be. 

With new interior packaging techniques 
and a stretch in the wheelbase, you can 
expect more passenger space, particularly 
for those in the rear, especially as Jaguar 
claims it to be “class leading” in that 
area. There’s also a new infotainment 
system controlled via the large central 
touchscreen which now dominates the 
otherwise sparse dashboard.  

GRACE, PACE  
AND ADDED SPACE
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I
t may have been well past its due date, 
but the new Mondeo has arrived in New 
Zealand at last, replacing a model that 
has been soldiering on since 2007. Ford 
NZ is calling the Mondeo its flagship 

model, a clear indication that Falcon is 
already dead to them. But where the Falcon 
has had very little invested in it over recent 

years, the  Mondeo is new in every sense; 
chassis, styling, revised engines and novel 
technologies, including inflatable rear 
seatbelts for all models. 

The range consists of both hatch  
and wagon body styles, and three  
model grades; Ambiente, Trend and 
Titanium. A 149kW/345Nm 2.0-litre 

MONDEO
– It’s Finally Here! 

New 7 SERIES  
- packed with  
OMG Technology 

considering an even smaller model. He has 

been reported as saying; “I believe there’s a 

huge opportunity in the small car market, but 

it’s hugely competitive and price conscious.” 

He stopped short of saying an entry-level 

model was in the works but confirmed “we 

are investigating it.” Any base model Jaguar 

would be front-wheel drive which consumers 

would accept because technology can now 

circumvent its dynamic disadvantages.

ROBERT De Niro is to play the role of Enzo 

Ferrari in an upcoming film simply entitled 

‘Ferrari’. De Niro said “...it is an honour to 

tell the life of an extraordinary man who 

revolutionized the automotive world.”  He 

added, “It’s a story based on creativity and 

courage, and will thrill global audiences.” 

The film is to be based on Enzo Ferrari’s 

autobiography, ‘Ferrari 80’. Expected to 

have a healthy budget, the film will cover 

Ferrari’s life from the 1940s to his death in 

1988. Evidently Clint Eastwood is said to be 

“very interested” in directing the film which 

will be released in 2016.

ON a related topic, Ferrari the company 

is evidently working on a new entry-level 

model to do battle with the McLaren 570S, 

Mercedes-AMG GT and Porsche 911 Turbo. 
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turbopetrol powers the Ambiente  
models while a 132kW/ 400Nm  
2.0-litre turbodiesel is optional on 
Ambiente and Trend versions. Trend and 
Titanium models get a high output 177kW 
(same torque) version of the turbopetrol. 
The petrol sippers are mated to a six-
speed auto, the diesels to a six-gear twin-
clutch transmission. 

Mondeo is built on Ford’s new CD 
segment platform (10 per cent stiffer)  
with a new multilink rear suspension set-up 
and also new electric power steering, along 
with brake-activated torque vectoring. 

Other features include front and rear 

parking sensors, 17-inch alloys, electric 
parking brake, cruise control with speed 
limiter, dual-zone climate air, the Sync2 
connectivity system with voice control, and 
sat nav, seven air bags and ESP. Trend models 
add a smart key, adaptive cruise, powered 
and heated seats, auto wipers and lights, a 
backing camera, blind spot monitoring, pre-
collision assist with pedestrian detection and 
auto braking. The top Titanium model gets 
18s, a sports body kit, adaptive suspension, 
LED headlamps, panoramic roof, leather-
trimmed sports seats, Sony audio, auto 
parking, active lane keeping, and a driver 
impairment monitor.    

B
MW has released the first official 
details of its next generation 
7-Series saloon, expected to arrive 
here next year. The company used 

a technology and innovation workshop 
to reveal some development highlights of 
the new range. Use of CFRP in the head 
rails, sills, B and C pillars, and centre tunnel 
increases body torsional rigidity and 
strength. This, in combination with added 
use of aluminium, is said to subtract 40kg 
of weight compared with its predecessor. 
Aluminium doors each weigh 12kg less, and 
an aluminium roof is also new. There’s a 10kg 
reduction in unsprung weight at each corner. 
A 740i is likely to weigh just over 1700kg 
wet, 150kg or so less than the competition. 
Overall weight savings of 130kg are claimed.

A number of new engines will power 
the new 7 Series, including a 3.0-litre 

inline six under the hood of the 740i. This 
features improvements in the twin-scroll 
turbocharger, and variable camshaft control. 
The result is better low-end and midrange 
responsiveness. All engines will be linked 
to an uprated eight-speed automatic 
transmission, and drive will be to the rear 
wheels, with some AWD variants.

Ride and handling take an uptick with the 
inclusion of full air suspension, automatic 
self-levelling and adaptive damping for all 
models. A new fixed-ratio electric steering 
system incorporates rear wheel steering for 
the first time in a 7 Series. Dynamic Drive roll 
stabilisation is now electrically controlled. 
Drivers have the choice of selecting their own 
suspension set-up or hitting the Adaptive 
mode. Another new setting is Comfort Plus.

Inside, the iDrive operating system 
monitor comes in Touch Display form for the 

first time, making operation similar to that 
of a smart phone. The traditional Controller 
can still be used. BMW gesture control is 
new to iDrive, and optional. Several different 
hand movements can be used to control 
infotainment functions, such as volume. 

In a world-first for a production car, owners 
will be able to watch their 7 Series manoeuvre 
in or out of a parking space, or a garage from 
outside of the car. 

The 7 Series disrobes at the Frankfurt 
Motor Show while sales begin late in 2015, 
with initial offerings being the 740i, 750i 
and 740d. A plug-in hybrid 740e will follow. 
There is also the possibility of an M750iX 
performance version.

With all the technological  
enhancements, this new 7 Series looks set 
to be “the clear challenger to the S-Class’s 
luxury car crown”.  

HATCH BODY STYLE

Series Engine Transmission Fuel Economy NZ RRP

Ambiente 2.0L petrol (149kW) 6-speed automatic 8.2L/100km $43,990

Trend 2.0L petrol (177kW) 6-speed automatic 8.2L/100km $48,990

Trend 2.0L diesel 6-speed twin-clutch 5.1L/100km $50,490

Titanium 2.0L petrol (177kW) 6-speed automatic 8.5L/100km $53,390

 

WAGON BODY STYLE

Ambiente 2.0L petrol (149kW) 6-speed automatic 8.5L/100km $45,490

Ambiente 2.0L diesel 6-speed twin-clutch 5.3L/100km $46,990

Titanium 2.0L petrol (177kW) 6-speed automatic 8.5L/100km $54,890
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KIA set to  
refresh with NOVO 

Details are scant but rumours from Fiat 

Chrysler Automobiles suggest the all-new 

model will debut below the California and 

feature a twin-turbo V6 engine. The car 

will likely launch in 2019 with a price of 

approximately $US180,000.

A University of Michigan study 

indicates autonomous vehicles will 

raise the risk of motion sickness. Over 

3000 adults from both developed 

and developing countries were asked 

what they would do inside a fully 

autonomous car. Roughly one-third 

said they would likely read, text, watch 

a movie, play video games or work. 

That being the case, 10 per cent would 

likely experience moderate or severe 

motion sickness during their travels. 

Roughly half said they would sleep, talk 

or watch the road. Bigger windows, and 

reclining/facing seats might help limit 

car sickness in such vehicles.

ASTON Martin has changed the name 

of its new Vantage GT3 SE to ‘GT12’ 

after Porsche threatened legal action. 

Unveiled almost two months ago, 

the car is a hardcore edition packing 

441kW from its fettled V12 6.0-litre 

engine. Roughly 100kg of bulk has 

been removed from the V12 Vantage 

S donor vehicle. The 1565kg Vantage 

GT12 is said to complete the run to 

100km/h in 3.7 seconds, and top 

out at 297km/h. Just 100 cars will be 

built, and it will go on sale late in 2015. 

Nomenclature for the track-only Aston 

Martin GT3 remains unclear.

K
ia’s star turn at the recent Seoul 
Motor Show was this sporty little 
number, the Novo. The name is 
derived from the Latin ‘novatus’, 

meaning renewed or refreshed, and so 
it’s likely the concept displays the styling 
themes we are likely to see on the next 
generation of Kia compacts. Designed at 
Kia’s Namyang styling centre in Seoul, the 
concept sits on a Cerato platform and uses 
a 1.6-litre direct-injection turbopetrol which 
is matched to the firm’s new seven-speed 
twin-clutch auto. 

Its coupe-like form is sports-inspired 
with minimal front overhangs and a 
fastback roofline while the front end 
displays the latest take on Kia’s ‘tiger nose’ 
grille. This is flanked by new slim-line laser 
headlamps. Concept car details include the 
rear-hinged doors with pop-out handles 
and the diamond-cut 20-inch alloys with 
two-tone carbon and silver finish. 

The cabin has a driver focus, the 
minimalist interior providing few 

distractions. A so-called ‘blind control’ 
touch pad is positioned next to the steering 
wheel to allow drivers to manipulate the 
car’s minor controls without having to 
take their eyes off the road ahead. The 
instrument binnacle delivers information 
through a compact three-dimensional 
hologram display. 

The Novo sports a novel rubber concept 
with tyres that are said to have an ‘adaptive 
concave profile’. The tread pattern of the 
rubber runs inwards to a valley or sunken 
section in the middle of the tyre which 
enables it to disperse water on wet roads 
better, as well as reducing the contact patch 
when travelling straight ahead to improve 
rolling resistance and reduce noise levels. 
However, when turning into a corner, the 
forces involved compress the tyre to provide 
more grip when it’s needed. 

Kia says that the Novo concept is just 
that, providing a glimpse into its future 
compact car line-up, but it won’t be put 
 into production.  
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L
exus has launched a new fourth-
generation RX crossover at the New 
York Auto Show. It’s the firm’s best 
seller, with more than 2.1 million 

presumably happy RX customers thus far. 
The new model is a thorough re-jig 

of the old model with heavily revised 
yet familiar styling, a new interior, more 
safety gear and a ‘fortified’ chassis. 

The new sheet metal is dominated by 
the spindle grille front end and plenty of 
LED light sources. Modernised styling 
aims to give the RX added presence while 
improving the aeros. The blacked out 
C-pillar is new and, as it does on Range 
Rover products, gives the impression of a 
floating roofline. 

The interior is said to ‘exude warmth and 
class’ and, like the new NX, ornate detailing 
abounds. Space has been maximised to give 
more room to rear passengers, and added 
features include a powered split folding 
mechanism (you can never have too much 
unnecessary weight in a vehicle),  
heated rear seats and a rear seat 
entertainment package.  

The RX 350 gets an uprated version of 
the venerable 3.5-litre V6 making 223kW, 
and it is paired with an eight-speed auto. RX 
350 will be available in both front and AWD 
formats. The RX 450h has an Atkinson-cycle 
3.5-litre V6, and hybrid drive to deliver the 
same 223kW. No other data have yet been 
released on these powertrains. 

The chassis benefits from a 
strengthening programme and also gains 
adaptive variable dampers designed to 
smooth the ride and also counter body lean 
in corners. F Sport models will also get an 
active stabiliser system.  

IMPROVED STOPPING  
POWER AND LESS DUST  
IN EUROPEAN VEHICLES

THE COMPLETE EUROPEAN BRAKE PAD KIT

Euro+ brake pads from Bendix is the complete brake pad kit including all clips,
pads, shims, sensors and more, where contained in OE equivalents so you
can be assured that all components are the exact fit every time.

Euro+ also features ECE Regulation 90, specifying the design, construction,
and performance requirements and test protocols for strict European 
regulations. When you fit a Euro+ brake pad kit from Bendix you are
fitting the highest quality brake pad components for European vehicles.

Premium technology for European vehicles by

COMPLETE KIT INCLUDES ALL CLIPS, PADS, SHIMS, SENSOR + MORE! 
REDUCED DUST FOR CLEANER BRAKING

QUIET AND SMOOTH BRAKING PERFORMANCE

DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR EUROPEAN VEHICLES

ENGINEERED TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF THE ECE REGULATION 90

FMP Group (Australia) Pty Ltd Elizabeth St Ballarat, Victoria, 3350, Australia
Tel: +61 (3) 5327 0211
Email: brakeadvicecentre@bendix.com.au www.bendix.co.nz

MEET THE 
NEW REX



BRIT ROAD  
RACER SHAMES  
HYPERCARS

IN further Aston news, CEO Andy Palmer 

said the company is brewing a crossover 

which will ride on a new platform (set 

to underpin two other vehicles) and will 

probably be ready in four years. These 

vehicles will sell alongside rejigged versions 

of the current models which will feature a 

new sportscar platform. That’s about a year 

away and will first be available in the new 

DB9 (a.k.a. DB11). Palmer also mentioned 

that a 745kW AWD electric version of the 

Rapide could make it to production. It will 

have a range exceeding 320km and sell for 

roughly £200,000.

SHELL’S Lubricant Technology Team, 

Professor Gordon Murray and engine 

specialist Osamu Goto, will co-engineer 

a tiny efficient city car, Project M, using 

an optimised internal combustion 

engine. Due for release later this year, 

the car is designed to be a global city 

car, utilising light-weight engineering and 

driveline efficiency. The concept is all 

about maximising personal mobility while 

minimising energy use. Initial work was 

done on the T25 car in 2010, and the 

new collaboration kicked off recently at the 

Americas round of the Shell Eco-marathon.

NISSAN is introducing a hybrid version 

of its X-Trail in Japan. It will employ a 

108kW/207Nm four-cylinder 2.0-litre 

engine combined with an electric motor, 

a lithium-ion battery pack and a CVT 

transmission. The electric motor adds 

30kW and 160Nm to the mix. The hybrid 

produces 75 per cent fewer NOx and 

hydrocarbon emissions while returning 

combined fuel economy of 4.8L/100km. 

Along with a regenerative braking system, 

aerodynamically-optimized floor and 

low-rolling resistance tyres, X-Trail Hybrid 

includes a Forward Emergency Braking 

system. Two- and four-wheel drive 

versions will be available.

DR. Ulrich Hackenberg, Audi’s guru of 

technology, confirmed an SQ7 will be 

launched next year, featuring a V8 diesel 

engine with an electric turbocharger. Few 

other details were available, but the engine 

will displace roughly 4.0 litres and produce 

nearly 300kW, meaning 0-100km/h 

acceleration of roughly 5.5sec. There is a 

possibility Audi will offer an off-road focused 

variant of the SQ7 at some point, though this 

would likely be a limited production offering.

B
ritish sports car specialist, Ultima, 
has revealed the Evolution, the 
“vastly improved and modernized” 
replacement for the Ultima GTR 

and Can-Am models. Available as a coupé 
or a convertible, it can be had with 1020bhp 
(760kW) of output if desired. That comes 
with 1246Nm of torque too.

Retaining Ultima’s Le Mans-inspired 
styling, the Evolution gets an uprated 
chassis, LED head- and taillights, 
lightweight alloy wheels, satellite 
navigation (optional) and Bluetooth, 
just like in a regular sports car.

Powering the Evolution is a 6.8-litre 
supercharged Chevrolet V8 engine, via a 
six-speed manual transmission borrowed 
from Porsche. A quick-shifter cable system 
facilitates rapid gear changes. There are 
15 different outputs on offer, ranging from 
260kW to 760kW.

Weighing only 950kg, Ultima reckons 
the raciest Evolution can reach 96km/h in 
2.3sec, 160km/h in 4.9sec and 240km/h in 
8.9sec. All of these are claimed to be world 
records. The top dog also rattles off a 9.2sec 
standing quarter. Vmax is not far shy of 
400km/h. Power to weight exceeds that of 

a Koenigsegg One, a hollow space-frame 
chassis and glassfibre-reinforced plastic 
body contributing to lightness. The former 
also imbues it with what the makers claim 
is ‘market leading rigidity’, while the latter 
generates downforce at speed. 

Underpinnings consist of double 
wishbones and fully adjustable coil spring 
dampers. Eighteen inch forged alloys are 
shod with Michelin Pilot Sport 2 rubber 
(245/35 ZR18 front & 335/30/ZR18 
rear), while AP Racing brakes handle the 
retardation duties. 

The interior has a surprising level of 
fitout given the sub one-tonne status. 
Why there’s even a leather-clad roll cage, 
while sports seats are finished in hide and 
Alcantara. Air conditioning, a rear view 
camera and parking sensors, a start button 
and Alpine sounds are standard fare. The 
gelcoat bodywork is available in nine 
different colours.

Prices for factory-built Ultimas begin at 
£65,995 for the 261kW version, though it 
can be had for just over half as much as a 
kitset. The top 760kW version will set you 
back £95,995, but it’s faster than a McLaren 
P1 for a fraction of the money.  
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SPORTY. ELEGANT. INDIVIDUAL… BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY.

DON’T CONFORM. 
DS LINE BY CITROËN. 

CITROËN DS3
FROM $36,990

CRÉATIVE TECHNOLOGIE
CIT0175

M
ercedes-Benz has unveiled its 
Concept GLC Coupe in Shanghai.

Virtually production ready, the 
four-door, four-seater GLC Coupe 

is M-B’s X4 competitor, and the mid-sized 
SUV should become available late next year. 
This concept follows the release of the larger 
GLE Coupe, competing with BMW’s X6.

The new GLC unsurprisingly resembles 
a shrunken GLE Coupe, being 4730mm 
long and riding on a 2830mm wheelbase. 
Big 21-inch show alloys add to the imposing 
look. Features include full LED headlights, 
matte body cladding for added ruggedness, 
an elongated greenhouse, frameless door 
windows, power domes on the bonnet and 
recessed door handles. Its sloping roofline 

means the concept is less than 1600mm tall. 
Mercedes-Benz says the concept’s 

distinctive rear end is similar to that of the 
GLE Coupe in that both have twinned pairs 
of stacked stainless steel exhaust pipes. 
There are also LED taillights, front and rear 
underbody guards, sill extensions that look 
like running boards, and raised ground 
clearance, most of these suggestive of off-
road prowess.

It shouldn’t want for power, as it  
has a 3.0-litre direct injection bi-turbo  
V6 engine under the hood, as already seen 
in some AMG sports models. It’s good for 
270kW, and 520Nm of torque developed 
between 1400rpm and 4000rpm. The 
motor mates with a nine-speed automatic 
transmission that sends the output to an  
all-wheel drive system.

If this goes into production, as expected, 
it would take the total of different SUV 
offerings from Mercedes-Benz to seven. 
Petrols, diesels, plug-in hybrids and AMG 
variants are all likely.  

BENZ DOWNSIZES  
THE GL  
COUPE

MERCEDES has bagged three of the five 

2015 World Car of the Year awards 

on offer, the C-Class pipping 

Mustang and Passat to take out 

the overall World Car of the Year 

title. The S-Class Coupe scooped 

the World Luxury Car of the Year 

award, while the AMG-GT was 

named World Performance Car 

of the Year. And the crumbs? 

The World Green Car of the Year 

gong went to the BMW i8, while 

the Citroën C4 Cactus won the 

award for World Car Design 

of the Year, the judging panel 

calling it a “breath of fresh air.”

THE RAM Truck range will become 

officially available in Australia and New 

Zealand as of September 2015, meeting 

full Australian volume compliance 

standards. Fiat Chrysler New Zealand 

has signed a contract with FCA to be  

the official importer and converter of 

the full-size utes which are produced 

currently in left hand drive format 

only. Fiat Chrysler New Zealand will 

undertake the conversion to right hand 

drive, fulfilling all the legal requirements 

permitting them to be sold in volume 

Down Under. The vehicles must meet 

“all Australian Design Rules (ADR) 

and the factory is subject to random 

compliance inspections.
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CITROËN DS4
FROM $44,990

CITROËN DS5
FROM $59,990

Spyder 
Adds Venom

Hold the gas pedal flat for a little longer 
and you might see 290km/h. Yet overall 
fuel consumption remains in single figures 
(9.9L/100km).

The Boxster Spyder pays tribute to racers 
of the past, with cues from the 718 Spyder 
of the 1960s; two prominent bulges extend 
down along the long rear lid behind the 
headrests. The front and rear sections of 
the Spyder take their design cues from the 
forthcoming Cayman GT4.

The interior features lightweight bucket 
seats sporting enlarged lateral bolsters, 
and a new 360mm wide steering wheel 
aids cornering precision. Enhanced 
features include Porsche Communication 
Management (PCM) incorporating sat nav, 
an uprated sound system, heated seats and 
dual-zone air conditioning. A more user 
friendly folding roof mechanism has also 
been devised for this new model. 

Full specification and pricing details will 
become available when the Spyder dots 
down here in the fourth quarter of this year.

P
orsche’s latest version of the Boxster 
Spyder, the 981, made its global 
debut in New York recently. It’s the 
lightest and most powerful Boxster 

yet, making it the quickest thanks to its  
3.8-litre flat six engine borrowed from the  
911 Carerra. In keeping with tradition, the 
sporty Spyder is only available with a six-
speed manual transmission. 

The Boxster Spyder has traditionally 
offered a sports car driving experience with 
enhanced performance. It has a 20mm lower 
ride height and firmer sports suspension, 
more direct steering, brakes borrowed from 
the 911, and a 276kW flat six for motivation. 
Porsche rates it to complete a 0-100 sprint in 
4.5sec, which is a bit of an improvement on 
the previous Spyder (4.9sec in our hands). 
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T
his Aircross concept, another 
Shanghai newcomer, is the 
forerunner to a new family 
of Citroën crossovers, and 
also demonstrates how the 
Cactus styling features will 

be incorporated into every new Citroën 
model by 2020. Peugeot and DS will likely 
co-develop like-sized spin-off models.

The Aircross concept will surely become 
a production model, built as it is on the 
EMP2 scalable platform architecture. The 
concept, at 4.58m in length and 2.1m in 
width, is roughly Discovery Sport sized. No 
decisions have been made as yet on the 
size of the new crossover family, according 
to Citroën boss, Linda Jackson, but a Mini 
Countryman competitor is likely and so too 
a seven-seater.

The Aircross will be a global model. The 
concept utilises a plug-in hybrid drivetrain, 
with a 71kW/200Nm electric motor driving 
the rear axle and a 163kW/275Nm 1.6-litre 

petrol engine up front. The former is fuelled 
by a lithium-ion battery pack that can be 
recharged in 3.5 hours. Its electric range is 
50km, and on the highway only the petrol 
engine is used. When both power sources 
work together, the Aircross can evidently 
scamper to 100km/h in 4.5sec. Fuel economy 
of 1.7L/100km overall is claimed (39g/km).

Special design features include thin 
headlights linking the Citroën logo, a new 
design feature that all future models will 
wear, a move away from chromed interiors 
to more inviting and tactile materials like 
brushed aluminium, and use of Airbumps 
pioneered in Cactus.

Minor show aspects aside, the Aircross  
is said to be virtually production ready. 

Henceforth, expect new Citroën designs  
to be rounded rather than edgy. The company 
is refocusing on historically successful 
elements of the business, on design and 
comfort (over handling), with an emphasis  
on spaciousness and charisma.  

NEW 
CITROËN  
CROSSOVERS 
COMING 
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TOYOTA JUMPS ON THE 
COMMON PLATFORM 
BANDWAGON

peugeot.co.nz/308

PEUGEOT 3.08%

$799 INC GST

PEUGEOT ASSURED SERVICE PLAN

60,000KM3 YEAR

PEUGEOT 308

For a limited time, drive away in the Peugeot 308 from as little as $30,990 + ORC or $198* weekly with no deposit and an interest rate of just 3.08% over 38 months.
*Pricing & fuel economy figure advertised is based on Peugeot 308 Access manual: RRP $30,990 with $0 deposit & 3.08% interest rate over 38 months with repayments of $856.99 per month plus on road costs. Finance terms shown are applicable for 
new Peugeot 308 Access and Active models only. Offer expires 31 May 2015 or while stocks last and is subject to Alphera Financial Services lending criteria. Full offer details at peugeot.co.nz. Allure model shown.

2014
CAR OF THE YEAR

T
oyota is about to 
implement a new global 
vehicle architecture that 
the company says will 
underpin almost half of 
its future vehicles, cutting 

development costs and complexity, as 
well as improving vehicle performance 
and product appeal.

Dubbed Toyota New Global 
Architecture (TNGA), the system 
consists of lighter, more compact 
components that will be used for new 
front- and rear-drive vehicles. 

A spin-off benefit is improved 
handling, as new powertrains are also 

mounted lower. The move to the new 
TNGA system by 2020 will make roughly 
100 platforms redundant. Additionally, 
the TNGA structures will be 30-65% 
stiffer, translating to improved ride and 
handling, and better safety creds.

A new family of TNGA engines will 
add around 15 per cent more power 
and, with more efficient automatic 
transmissions, will offer 25 per cent 
better fuel economy. The next-
generation hybrid powertrain will be 
roughly 15 per cent more economical 
than today’s example.

Many of the hidden parts and 
components in the TNGA architecture 

are common, including front and 
rear crash structures and suspension 
systems, the entire powertrain, the 
radiator position, and the HVAC and 
steering systems. So too seat frames. 
Externally only door mirrors and the 
Toyota badge are common.

The first TNGA-based car will be 
a “front-drive, medium-size model” 
launching later this year. Costs savings 
made from implementing the TNGA 
system are evidently going into building 
better specified cars, and vehicles that 
are not only more efficient and reliable, 
but also fun to drive with innovative 
design features.  



S
everal years back I attended the  
launch of a certain Asian-made, 
diesel-powered ute and noticed that 
the emission compliance of the New 
Zealand model was worse than that  
of the same truck sold in Australia. 

Further questioning revealed that the particulate 
filters had not been fitted to the exhaust systems 
of the utes to be sold in New Zealand during 
their manufacture, as it had resulted in a 
decent sourcing cost saving for the distributor 
here. Later that night, a member of the 
marketing team of said organisation took 
me aside and told me that my questions 
about emissions had no relevance to the New 
Zealand motor vehicle market.

“Our customers aren’t worried about 
emissions,” he said. “None of them appear to 
have noticed that our ute is only Euro3, and if 
they have, it hasn’t been a deal-breaker.” 

So should we care about the emission 
standards that our vehicles comply with? 
I’ll admit that the matter mentioned in the 
example above didn’t overly concern me at the 
time: the distributor was cutting the cost of the 
vehicles for Kiwi consumers and said customers 
appeared to be applauding the request to delete 
the particulate filters with their chequebooks. 
But the interview with former BMW NZ chief, 
Mark Gilbert, this month (see page 88) has 
changed my attitude. For it was during that 
more recent encounter that I learned that 255 
New Zealanders died from the direct effects of 
air pollution during 2014.  

The number of Kiwis who died from the 
effects of toxic particulates taking root in their 
lungs last year was only 42 less than those who 
added their statistics to the official 2014 road 
toll of 297 deaths. Yet it’s those who are killed 
in road accidents that get all the press. Air 
pollution it seems remains our country’s ‘dirty 
little secret’ given the lack of attention to the 
problem, including the development of simple 
and easy-to-implement policies that would go some 
way to reducing what I will now call ‘smut deaths.’

Perhaps our ignorance regarding emissions of 
airborne toxins isn’t all that surprising given that some 
journalists used to actively promote our indifference 

WATCH

PAUL OWEN

TIME TO DO  
SOMETHING  
ABOUT ‘THE  

OTHER  
ROAD TOLL’

to them. Back 
in the days of 
Driver magazine, 
one of the columnists 
devoted an entire page of the mag to the 
subject of why New Zealand didn’t need to 
legislate its own emission standards for motor 
vehicles. His reasoning behind this was that there was 

usually a strong wind to blow all the airborne 
smut out into the Pacific Ocean, and that the 
skinny north-to-south shape of New Zealand’s 
two most populated islands ensured that our 
environment remained as ‘100% pure’ as the 
land promoted in tourism posters. Said writer 
obviously never sat downwind from a campfire, 
or travelled behind one of those little Japanese 
second-hand import trucks that always seem to 
blow out huge black clouds of smut. 

He probably also didn’t live on a beach 
on Auckland’s North Shore like I do, and 
witnessed the sand becoming slowly darker 
in colour over the past 18 years. I can show 
pictures of Orewa back when I first moved 
there where the sand is of a significantly lighter 
hue. I’m no expert on smut (despite all that 
you’ve probably heard), but I can only assume 
that rainwater runoff from nearby roads has 
caused this transformation in the sand at 
Orewa, as many road-fed drains exit onto the 
beach, sweeping more sooty particulates there. 

Not all those 255 smut deaths in 2014 
were caused by motor vehicle emissions, 
but it’s fair to assume that a majority were. 
To me, there is a simple solution – stop the 
importation of motor  vehicles that fill our 
air with tumour-creating soot.

And I don’t just mean those cheap ’n nasty 
1.5 – 2.5 tonne trucks that come here with their 
once-white cabs already covered in diesel soot 
after they’ve totally failed one of the regular 
emission checks carried out in Japan. There 
should be a more stringent emission standard 
that all motor vehicles must meet before they’re 

allowed onto our roads than our present, easy-to-
meet, licence-to-pollute regulation of Euro4, which is 
now a ten-year-old standard.

It’s the easiest way we can lower ‘the road toll  
that no-one talks about.’  

297

2014 
ROAD 
TOLL

255

2014 
SMUT 
TOLL
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NO ORDINARY 
ADVENTURER

NO ORDINARY 
ADVENTURE 
BIKE

triumphmotorcycles.co.nz

Whatever the road, whatever the distance, whatever the 
challenge, the new Tiger 800 range has been built to deliver 
extraordinary performance. Featuring a host of rider focused 
technology such as Triumph Traction Control and switch-able 
ABS, the new Tiger with its powerful and more responsive 
fuel efficient 95PS triple engine is up for anything.

Delivering a seamless flow of torque across the rev range, 
the Tiger 800 is as perfectly suited to long distance rides as 
it is to tackling heavy short haul. 

Available in two different configurations: the touring-focused 
XR range, and the off-road biased XC range, so there is a 
Tiger 800 to suit you. 

For more information or to book a test ride, jump online or 
contact your local Triumph dealer.

XCX/XRX800 RANGE 

An extraordinary range of features - switch-able ABS, Throttle 
Maps, Three riding modes, Traction Control, Cruise Control, 
Showa WP mono shock adjustable for pre-load and rebound 
damping. Showa WP 43mm USD fork, with rebound and 
compression damping. Plus Tiger 800 XCx XCX adds Engine 
protection bars, Advanced trip computer, Centre stand Hand 
guards Aluminium sump guard and Auxiliary 12 v power socket.



CLARKSON 

AND THE 

HUNGER 

GAMES

Y
ou know that advert 
on TV? The one where 
they portray an unruly, 
angry and out of 
control monster, who is 
eventually calmed down 

by a chocolate bar, to the bottom line: 
“You’re not you when you’re hungry.”

This is what went wrong for Jeremy 
Clarkson. After a hard day’s work - no 
seriously, if you’ve ever had anything 
to do with television, you’ll know the 
adage about a day’s solid effort equating 
to about five minutes of screentime - 
the lack of suitable nourishment makes 
a monster of most people. 

So this whole debacle - the British 
papers called it a ‘fracas’ - was all 
brought about by hunger, exacerbated 
by the fact that after his expected 
meal, Jezza was planning to tap out 
some words for scripts and columns 
while he had the chance. Something 
you don’t do without something at 
least warm inside you.

So the question is worth asking, 
were Clarkson, Tymon and the BBC 
all victims of typically lousy British 
hotel service?

It has to be noted that if the so-
called ‘luxury Yorkshire hotel’ had 
lived up to the service standards 
suggested by such a description, 
Clarkson would have been fed, Mr 
Tymon’s bottom lip would not have 
troubled A&E hospital staff and we’d 
have more real news to comment 
upon than the trials of a multi-
millionaire motoring journalist, 
a limping vestige of a once-great 
broadcasting organisation and a 
producer who just wants to produce.

It’s all as much an indictment of 
Britain’s abject lack of a service culture 
as it is about Clarkson’s bad boy mantle 
or the BBC’s inability to cope with it.

While the London Olympics had a 
generally positive effect on the British 
catering industry, it seems Yorkshire 
might’ve missed the surge in excellence.

I’ve witnessed abjectly awful  
service many a time in my native UK.  
I remember the oak-beamed Elizabethan 
hotel near Birmingham, where a request 
for an ironing board took 26 hours.  
Also a Jaguar appointment in Whitley at 
8:30am had to be attended by journalists 
with empty stomachs. This was because 
the establishment, despite being 
advertised as a business hotel, didn’t  
start breakfast until 8 o’clock. 

When we’d arrived in the dining 
room at 7:30am, the staff, still cleaning-
up from the night before, thought it 
was a great joke, with not a single one 
willing to break the jobsworth code 
and provide even some toast for a 
hungry crew of residents who needed 
to be away by eight, just to make the 
appointment on time.

Of course, we made the Jaguar gig 
and enjoyed the presentation - to do 
with their then-new V8 engines - but 
what the engineers thought of us at 
lunch, we’ll never know; we must have 
made an uncouth memory for them as 
we ate the company canteen out of just 
about everything it had.

In a kind of apology, I explained 
what had happened at breakfast, 
whereupon the PR bloke from Jag 
spluttered tea through his nostrils, 
saying; ‘We never let ANYONE stay 
there, not even for an initiation gag!’

Meanwhile, without excusing the 
big guy’s violent reaction to similar 
jobsworthery in Yorkshire, it has to be 
said that things could have turned out 
much better if the hotel had fronted 
more professionally. 

At several hundred quid a night 
each for talent and crew, who filled the 
premises, hot food is the minimum 
you could expect. I’ve turned up late at 
hotels - close to midnight in some cases 
due to airline delays and the influence 
of weather - and have never been 
denied hot food.

With a sacked Clarkson taking his 
mates with him, a swollen-lipped 
producer with nothing to produce, and 
a national broadcaster looking like it’s 
limping into private ownership, things 
will change, you can be sure of that.

Soon, Netflix or an organisation 
something like it will pay a well-known 
trio a fortune to produce a programme 
called something like ‘Overdrive’ and 
make itself even more of a fortune 
by creating a runaway advertising 
platform out of it. 

Sadly, Mr Tymon’s ‘job of a lifetime’ 
will become redundant, as the BBC tries 
and fails to keep the ball rolling at  
Top Gear, having experimented with 
Chris Evans, Jay Leno and even Boris 
Johnson as the figurehead. 

About the same time, Jeremy 
Clarkson will stroll into the Four 
Seasons at Seattle, Santa Barbara or 
New Orleans at midnight after a hard 
day’s filming, driving and generally 
acting the goat, and upon ordering 
a steak and fries, will be asked, ‘How 
would you like that cooked, sir?’ 

And all will be right with the world.  

TO THE
POINT

DAVE MOORE
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add luxury

U P G R A D E  T O  S P O R T S  L E AT H E R  I N T E R I O R

Upgrade Sport Seating

Retro Vehicle Enhancement  adds luxury,  comfort ,  safety and wow-factor to any new vehicle,  ask about us when purchasing 

your next vehicle.  We only use the highest qual i ty  leather for  superior  comfort  and elegance.  Our upgraded sport  leather 

seats are resty led with increased bolster  shape to great ly  improve lateral  support .  Our unbeatable customer service has won 

us preferred suppl ier  status with almost al l  the major automotive dealers and distr ibutors.  With an extensive range of  leather 

and st i tch colours and sty les we can create your perfect  leather inter ior.

REVERSE CAMERA  |  WHEEL AND TYRES |  SEAT HEATERS |  SEAT BACK TABLETS |  ROOF MOUNT DVD 

DAY TIME RUNNING L IGHTS |  SUNROOF |  PARKING SENSORS |  BL IND SPOT MONITOR |  IDAS

+ SPECIAL VEHICLE MODEL BUILDING

standard cloth

LEATHER INTERIORS + 



D
aring, dash and 
innovation. A generation 
ago these were the key 
ingredients to being part 
of motorsport’s ultimate 
championship. Sure, a 

healthy amount of funding was required, 
but it was a pittance compared with the 
present day Formula 1 where cash and 
flash are the number one priority.

Cash is a little short right now 
though. Likely it’s due to the sponsors 
struggling to justify the spend on one of 
the most elite pastimes on the planet. 
If the ‘leaked letter’ allegedly sent by 
Bernie Ecclestone to the F1 teams is to 
be believed, a place on the F1 grid walk 
is akin to a front row seat at the Oscars. 
Bernie’s missive reminded team bosses 
that “where possible, grid access passes 
should be used for celebrities or people 
of note or, as always, really glamorous 
ladies. This is not so much a sporting 
matter but a part of the show business 
of Formula 1.”

Unfortunately it is a show without a 
whole lot of punch. The Mercedes pair 
only have each other to race against, 
leaving Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel to 
pick over the scraps or pounce on 
their errors. All this in spectacularly 
engineered, yet emotion-free cars. 

Spare a thought then for the young, 
fast and hungry talent still trying to 
break into F1, like New Zealand’s Mitch 

Evans. As the 20-year-old begins his 
third season in GP2, he admits that 
reality is biting. “It’s going to be virtually 
impossible to get there [into F1] on 
merit now. All the teams are taking on 
drivers who have done a reasonable job 
in junior categories but who can provide 
a lot of funding to the team.”

Surely raw talent still has some 
appeal for teams keen to win and 
impress sponsors though? According 
to Evans the answer is no. “The money 
is better than signing the complete 
package in terms of driving ability, so 
it’s going to be really difficult to get 
there on merit.” 

There is no bitterness or even 
regret in the way Evans describes what 
could be called the F1 ‘Pay-Wall’, just 
simple resignation. “It’s been a bit of a 
journey over the past few years because 
I’ve done quite a bit of testing in four 
different Formula 1 simulators. I’ve 
worked with teams that are winning now 
and teams that are sort of mid-pack. So 
I know what to expect, and I’m right on 
the money with what they expect from a 
driver, which is nice to know.”

Right on the money, but he’s not in 
the money. He won’t confirm which 
teams he’s worked with, although I 
know he hasn’t worked with Ferrari, 
Toro Rosso or McLaren. The process of 
elimination makes the rest pretty easy, 
especially when he mentions two roles 

he was ‘offered’ for this season. “Reserve 
driver costs around $7million, and I’ve 
had offers of reserve driver roles with 
Williams and Force India. You may get 
one or two days in the car, but how can 
you justify spending that much to be in a 
position where you’re not racing? You’re 
wearing the T-shirt, which is great, but 
it’s an expensive T-shirt.”

I’m still shaking my head at the 
$7million price to be there when Mitch 
adds “and it’s roughly $20-40million 
dollars for a race seat.” Cripes! “I don’t 
have that level of backing. I’ve got the 
support to race GP2, but not the sort of 
money needed for an F1 budget.”

Having Mark Webber as a mentor 
has opened a few doors for Evans, 
not to mention his eyes to the charms 
and real prospects of racing in the 
World Endurance Championship. In 
June, Evans will drive at Le Mans in 
the JOTA Sport LMP2 car which won 
last year. “I need to be realistic, which 
is why I’m doing Le Mans. I want it 
on my CV, in case I need to make the 
transition to Sports Cars and become 
a professional driver.”

Evans calls it his Plan ‘B’. “I’ve realised 
I’m getting to a stage in my career where 
I can’t be that naïve about the situation 
in F1. I need to be realistic.” But the lure 
of F1 remains. “It’s been my dream since 
I was six years old, and I’m so close.  
I don’t want to throw it away now.”  

SHAUN  
SUMMERFIELD

FIELD

TALENT 
WILL ONLY  

GET YOU SO FAR 
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ESCORT Passport 9500ci
 The ultimate balance of long-range 
performance, intelligent signal processing, 
using Redline technology with the added 
benefit of the power of GPS. 

 Discreet Installation - sensors are mounted 
in the front grill of your vehicle. No messy 
cords and no unwanted attention.

 PASSPORT’s twin-antennae gives the  
longest  protection. 

 Mark Location feature - false signals are 
auto learned and eliminated.

BELTRONICS Magnum XR 
International 
 Amazing 60% Performance Improvement over
the Sti XR

 DSP Our patented AutoScan™ feature 
continuously analyzes all incoming signals and 
automatically rejects unwanted false alarms. 

 Next Generation Laser Detection

 Our TotalShield™ technology makes the STi 
MAGNUM completely invisible against any 
type of RDD

 Simple and intuitive controls.

ESCORT Passport 8500ci Plus
 Discreet custom installed system.

 Pre-loaded with the New Zealand 
database of speed and safety camera 
locations.

 GPS technology allows you to lock out 
false alerts at the touch of a button. 

 Supercharged Radar Protection provides
long-range detection of all known radar
and laser guns.

DRIVE SMARTER DRIVE SAFE

 Satellite  
  Technology  
         takes  

      detection  
      to the Max
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Escort’s PASSPORT 9500IX International accurately
identifies the “DNA” signature of a signal to determine 
radar threats from RF interference. Our new receiver 
with Digital Signal Processing (DSP) recognizes real threats 
sooner than any other detector to provide more advanced 
warning when you need it. With GPS location based 
intelligence, PASSPORT 9500IX International automatically 
locks out false alerts with precision.

You can add your own Camera Hotspots into the PASSPORT 9500IX 
International as new locations come online using the Mark Location 
feature which alerts you when you get within 250m of a camera location.  
The 9500IX International comes preloaded with the Safety Camera Database for NZ.

Escort PASSPORT  
9500IX International



S
ubaru recently launched its new sixth-
generation Legacy, which is now a sedan-
only proposition aimed at those who simply 
don’t want or need an SUV. The medium 
and large car end of the market may be on 
the way down while utes and SUVs take off, 

yet the medium and large car markets combined still take 
nine per cent of the market. There’s life there too with new 
Sonata, Mondeo and revised Mazda6 already launched 
and a new Camry, Passat and Superb around the corner. 

Legacy has been delayed here as Subaru NZ chose 
to secure Outback stock preferentially due to Subaru’s 
global production constraints. With Outback moving 
so well, Subaru isn’t trying too hard with Legacy, 
expecting to retail only 150 cars for the rest of the year. 
That’s selling the car short because after sampling the 
two-model range, it’s well placed in the market on 
value and driver appeal. And with the 2.5i selling at 
$39,990, and the 3.6 RS at $49,990, it can compete well 
in both the medium and large car areas. 

New Legacy is a major rejig of the previous car. It’s 
bigger, 51mm longer at 4796mm (an SV6 is 4966mm 
long), 60mm wider at 1840mm, though the wheelbase 
remains unchanged at 2750mm. Interior space is 
improved thanks to clever repackaging, and boot volume 

The Stats
MODEL Legacy 3.6 RS  

PRICE $49,990

ENGINE 3630cc, flat six,

191kW@6000rpm, 350Nm@4400rpm

TRANSMISSION CVT, all-wheel 

VITALS 9.9L/100km, 230g/km, 1605kg

  LEGACY
 GOES
LARGE

30     new zealand autocar



is now up to 493L. There’s split folding too, though a narrow 
opening hampers loading thanks to the fastback styling 
and a short boot lid. It improves the look though; the last 
Legacy sedan had a horrendous rear end, and it helps 
improve the aeros by 10 per cent, along with a more sloping 
windshield and a tapering of the roofline. Overall, it’s a 
much better looking car, less offensive than the old one 
which was also too plasticy inside. That’s been remedied, 
the interior shared with Outback. There’s the same 
dash layout and infotainment systems, more soft touch 
surfaces, and a general improvement in overall quality. And 
roominess, the cabin expanding in all directions, with even 
more space in the rear, and better entry as well. The seats 
are bigger, probably with Americans in mind, but they are 
comforting, even if they are set slightly higher. 

The engines are also shared with Outback, the 
129kW/235Nm 2.5i flat four has been honed for 
efficiency and refinement with more torque earlier in the 
rev range, and is Euro6 compliant. The 191kW/350Nm 
3.6 has also been refined and both run through 
Subaru’s Lineartronic CVT. All-wheel drive is a given, 
electronically controlled via a multiplate clutch and 
linked to the stability system. The normal torque split is 
60:40 front-rear, with more sent rearward when needed. 

Consumption has been trimmed, the 2.5i down to 
7.3L/100km and the 3.6 RS rated at 9.9L/100km. There’s 
100kg difference between the models, and they both run 
on 18s with 225/50 Dunlops. The 3.6 can tow 1800kg, 300 

more than the 2.5. The overriding character of the 3.6 RS 
is a powerful smoothness, while the 2.5 does have a nicer 
balance in the bends, and a better turn-in. You need to 
give both a hard time to make the tyres squeal as brake-
activated torque vectoring up front helps keeps the nose 
on line. The stabiliser bar now links to the struts rather 
than the control arms, which is said to help improve 
roll stiffness. Both models ride well, with road noise not 
too much of an issue either. Helping with refinement, 
the body is much stiffer, torsional rigidity improving 
by a claimed 167 per cent with more hot pressed and 
high strength steels and body reinforcements around 
suspension and subframe mounting points. New front 
and rear shocks are said to improve low speed ride too. 
The steering is relatively feelsome, while quicker steering 
certainly helps turn it assuredly into bends. 

On the specification front, both models have five-star 
crash ratings and the EyeSight active safety system along 
with ESP and seven air bags. There’s a reversing camera, 
Bluetooth, dual zone climate air and an electric parking 
brake, while the 3.6 adds an upgraded infotainment 
system with sat nav, Harmon Kardon audio, leather 
trim, electric seat adjust, smart key, sunroof and LED 
headlights. We look forward to testing Legacy against the 
new large mediums soon. -Kyle Cassidy 

www.mta.org.nz

It’s easy! To buy an MTA Gift Card and to  

find the MTA members nearest to you go to

Whatever the reason MTA Gift Cards are the perfect  
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I
n the small car sector if the look and 
price are right, nothing else much 
matters. What we’re talking here 
is basic transportation. It’s a given 
that economy will be reasonable, 
there will be enough performance 
for highway work without stress, 

and there will be a reasonable standard of 
safety and specification. The closer to $20k 
it is in price, the better.

So why was it that last year only 23 
people bought a Skoda Fabia? No-one 
wanted to be seen in anything as tragic 
to look at as this. Even, Petr Skutina, the 
Down Under Skoda Sales manager,  
present for the New Zealand market 
launch of the new third-generation Fabia, 
admitted as much. “The proportions 
weren’t quite right, too tall and narrow”. 

In the recent past Skoda stylists have 
been getting their act together, the latest 
Octavia being a case in point, and that 
has been reflected in sales, moving more 

than a million new cars in 2014 for the first 
time. The company clearly thinks it has 
the new Fabia just right, because part of 
the advertising campaign is entitled “Get 
the Look”. It’s true that the appearance of 
what is henceforth the smallest Skoda – the 
wee Citigo has been dropped from the 
line-up – is a vast improvement over the 
unhappy second generation. It’s wider and 
not so tall, so the proportions are much 
better. Bigger wheels help reinforce the 
more grounded look. The latest Fabia also 
debuts a new family face for the group, 
with a 19-slat chrome-surround grille. The 
badge takes a prominent position at the 
leading edge of the bonnet just above the 
grille. Said badge, by the by, was graphically 
updated in 2011 for the ‘New Power of 
Skoda’ campaign (seven separate model 
lines) while last year a ‘New Era’ began for 
the company as it sought to become more 
of a volume brand, and expanded its global 
reach to include 101 markets. 

The new Fabia arrives here with its 
2015 What Car Car of the Year award, 
one of the most prestigious in the UK. Its 
more inspired styling spreads also to the 
interior where brushed aluminium trim 
works nicely with a black and grey two-
tone fabric seat finish. A multifunction 
steering wheel is standard, as are auto 
wipers and lights. 

Two engines are offered, both new, 
both turbocharged petrols and displacing 
1.2 litres. The entry-level unit produces 
66kW of power and 160Nm of torque. It is 
mated to a five speed manual trans, and 
costs $19,990. The same vehicle can be 
optioned with a Tech package (adds $1200) 
which includes uprated lights, climate air, a 
Bolero radio and internet connectivity. 

The higher output version is good for 
81kW and 175Nm, and is hooked up to 
a seven-speed twin-clutch tranny. Fuel 
economy is the same for both engines 
(overall 4.7L/100km). This version 

NEW 
FABIA
NOW 
A STYLE 
ICON?
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costs $24,990. There are two optional packages 
available, each costing $2000. The Dynamic 
Sport package consists of the aforementioned 
technical package along with 17-inch alloys, and 
sports suspension, seats, pedals and steering 
wheel. The Colour Sport package is the same as 
the Dynamic Sport package, except wheels are 
16-inch and available in four different colours, 
each matching the roof hue. We drove the car 
briefly, and it feels zippy and planted compared 
with before. MQB underpinnings explain the 
improved dynamics. Interior space is impressive, 
for the class, as is hatch area, at 330L.

Skoda hopes to break through the 1000-car 
mark in New Zealand this year, and expects to 
retail roughly 150 new Fabias. Octavia wagon is 
expected to be comfortably the biggest seller, 
on 41 per cent, with the Liftback and Fabia on 
14 per cent each. Expect a raised version of 
the Fabia, along the lines of VW’s Cross Polo, 
at some point, while a seven-seat SUV is said 
to be coming. Meantime new Superb and Yeti 
aren’t far off either. - Peter Louisson  
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The Stats
MODEL Skoda Fabia TSI 81 

PRICE $24,990

ENGINE 1197cc IL4, DI/T, transverse

81kW@4600-5600rpm, 

175Nm@1400-4000rpm

TRANSMISSION 7-speed 

twin-clutch, front-wheel drive

VITALS 0-100km/h 9.4sec, 

4.7L/100km, 109g/km, 1103kg



Words Kyle Cassidy   
Photos Tom Gasnier 

FOR FOLLOWERS OF THE MUSCLE CAR 
CULT WHO BELIEVE YOU CAN NEVER 
HAVE ENOUGH POWER, THEY CAN TURN 
TO THE MOB AT KPM MOTORSPORT  
TO PROVIDE THE HOLY GRAIL. WE TEST  
A SUPERCHARGED CLUBSPORT R8 
WITH ALL THE KPM GOODIES
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I
f you think the 430kW HSV GTS is too much 
of a pussycat, you need help. And luckily, 
tuning house KPM Motorsport is on hand to 
administer the cure. More power. The GTS 
is a complete package, able to foot it with 
the best Europeans, but for some it’s just too 

polished. And that’s where something like the 
KPM Streetfighter comes in. We’ve experienced 
a similar KPM beast before, a fettled FPV GT, but 
this is from the other side of the fence, an HSV 

Clubsport R8 complete with a great big blower.         
CTB Performance in Auckland, the New 

Zealand KPM agent, built its demo car using 
a 2014 HSV R8 manual as the starting point 
and has thrown everything at it.   

Under the bonnet the supercharger kit consists 
of an Eaton blower with the bigger internals said 
to suck 2300cfm (cubic feet a minute) which is 
all cooled by a twin water-to-air intercooling 
system. The blower sits on a new manifold and 



while it feeds the engine more air, new 
1000cc injectors squirt gobs of gas down its 
gullet. Completing a well integrated look 
under the bonnet there is an OTR (over the 
radiator) cold air induction and an infill 
panel for the underside of the bonnet to 
give it the necessary clearance. The blower 
is said to deliver an extra 120kW but if that’s 
not enough you can option a bigger pulley 
kit to up the boost of the supercharger, and 
there is a set of 1500cc injectors for those of 
you who happen to own a gas station.  

But wait, that’s not all. They’ve added a 
big cam package too with the wild Stage Two 
bump stick slotted into the LS3 to deliver that 
old fashioned V8 lumpy idle and sound. Also 
included in the cam kit are stronger valve 
springs and pushrods, improved cam gear, 
chain and bolts, and also the full three-inch 
stainless free flow exhaust with four into 

one headers and high flow cats to ensure 
the rumble gets out. And to cope with those 
increases, the clutch has been upgraded too. 

The hardware, along with a custom 
dyno tune for the factory ECU, is said to 
net around the mid-to-high 500 kilowatt 
mark at the flywheel, while 450 rear wheel 
kilowatts spin the rollers on a dyno run. 
For comparison, CTB Performance has 
had the stock HSV GTS put out around 300 
kilowatts at the wheels. In all it takes a week 
to install and tune, and there is a warranty 
available for these KPM upgrades, but there 
are a few caveats around what’s covered 
and under what circumstances. And it will 
set you back $25,000 fitted. 

But hey, why stop there? KPM has 
concocted three suspension options for the 
VF Commodore-based cars, starting with 
a progressive rate lowering spring kit from 

H&R. From there you can bolt on some 
short rate Bilstein shockers or go for the 
Bilstein coilovers, which are adjustable for 
ride height and bump and rebound, as fitted 
here. That’ll be a further $3300 thanks. 

The rolling stock consists of 20-inch cast 
aluminium five-spoke alloys (8.5 x 20 on the 
front and 9.5 x 20 on the rear) made by R.O.H 
in Australia for KPM, with a unique offset 
to suit the VF. They cost $1840 for a set, sans 
rubber. There are brake upgrades available 
too, but since moving to the AP Racing set-
up, the HSV stock stoppers are top notch 
now, and haven’t been uprated here. 

For those doing the sums, it all takes the 
price of the R8 beyond that of the GTS, but 
then you could be looking at upgrading an 
E series or a near new Gen F (which start at 
about $70k on Trade Me), making it a GTS 
beater for around $100k.   

450 
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THE FIRST  
TIME YOU  
GIVE THE 
THROTTLE  
JUST A TAD 
MORE THAN  
A GENTLE 
SQUEEZE,  
THE RESULTING 
SURGE AND 
TYRE SQUEAL 
TELLS YOU  
IT’S NO 
PUSSYCAT

What’s it like to drive? A bit of an animal 
really. It starts easily enough, no hard cranking, 
and despite the big cam delivering that lumpy 
idle that muscle car enthusiasts crave, it never 
feels like the engine is going to stall. The clutch 
isn’t too heavy, but has a high biting point and 
the first time you give the throttle just a tad 
more than a gentle squeeze, the resulting surge 
and tyre squeal tells you it’s no pussycat.  

While the LS3 isn’t the quickest revver, the 
big blower delivers masses of torque early in the 
rev range so you don’t need to work the engine 
overly hard. The throttle response is quick too, 

delivering the head snapping surge you’d expect. 
This is a quick road car, with an 80-120km/h 
time of 2.0sec, putting it 0.3sec ahead of the 
standard GTS. That it happens to be 100kg lighter 
than a GTS helps. The best overtaking time we 
achieved in third gear alone, as the change from 
second to third is hard to rush. It’s also hard work 
getting the rubber to stick. The launch control 
function didn’t prove much of a help so if drag 
racing is your thing, go for the auto; you’ll be 
more consistent and you can better concentrate 
on balancing the throttle and counter steering 
to keep it going in a straight line. There’s next KW

RIGHT - Supercharger install all 
looks neat and tidy. Induction whine 
not so noticeable in the cabin, but is 
ever present for those watching, and 
hearing it approach. The Streetfighter 
is certainly not a subtle road car. 
LEFT - Alloys are made for  
KPM by ROH in Australia
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to no traction in first gear, and not a whole lot more 
in second either. It’s not until you get into third that 
you can really nail the throttle, and even then the tail 
moves around some. The GTS with its unique rear 
end may be heavier, but it helps deliver the traction 
missing here. However, if you like a challenge there’s 
nothing quite like driving a supercharged V8 with a 
manual gearbox.

The suspension set up, as it rolls here, doesn’t 
really work on road. It looks good, but is too low and 
stiff, particularly in the rear, robbing the HSV chassis 
of its usually sorted bump compliance. Hit a bump 
when you are trying to get the power on and it can 
make things right hairy. The ride height needs to be 
cranked back up and the rear needs more give in it. 

A smooth touch on the gas pedal is required 
as the traction control is quick to remind you. The 
torque taming aspect of the TC system isn’t as 
smooth in operation as on the standard car, cutting 
in and out quite harshly. Remedy it by clicking the 
Driver Preference dial around to Performance mode, 
removing the spark cut, but leaving the ABS with 
the task of helping tame the sliding rear. It certainly 
keeps you on your toes, but makes for an adrenalin-
inducing drive. Despite a big uptick in performance, 
the R8 brake package is certainly up to the challenge.  

This car, set up as it is, has a few traits 
enthusiasts would call ‘added character’ but 
would make more discerning buyers scoff. 
The exhaust note is heavenly but it’s wake-the-
neighbours loud, and at some points in the rev 
range it will drone on a constant throttle. The big 
cam rocks the cabin at idle, sweet, but also causes 
the engine to surge when cruising; lift off the 
throttle once up to speed and it starts stuttering 
along. Apparently it’s not so noticeable with an 
auto, the torque convertor able to dampen the 
effect on the driveline. A Stage One cam loses 
you a few kilowatts but the effects of the ‘cam 
inefficiency’ aren’t so evident at cruising speeds. 
Some more traction wouldn’t go astray, but that’s 
part of the appeal for most buyers. 

The shifter doesn’t require body builder biceps 
for gear changes, and there’s a hill hold function 
too to help your commute, although it seemed not 
to work first thing in the morning which had us 
launching a little too enthusiastically up the drive 
way with a bit of steering needed to keep it straight. 
The young fella watching from the deck thought it 
was pretty exciting though. 

And that’s the thing with a car like this, it 
appeals to the miscreant youth lurking within.  

KPM Streetfighter Clubsport R8

Price $125,000 (new)

0-100 km/h 4.88s 

80-120 km/h 2.01s (55m)

100-0 km/h 33.45m

Speedo error 98 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use Plenty
C02 output 78.1g/km 
Engine capacity 6162cc 
Engine format V8/SC/longitudinal
Max power 450kW
Gearbox 6-speed manual 
Drivetrain Rear-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension Multilink/sway bar
Turning circle 11.4m (2.7 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs (367mm)
Rear brakes ventilated discs (367mm)
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size f-245/35ZR20, r-275/30ZR20
Tyres Nitto NVO
Wheelbase 2915mm
L/W/H 4988/1899/2915mm
Track 1616/1590mm
Fuel capacity 71L
Luggage capacity 496L
Weight (full tank) 1800kg
Weight distribution 51.9/48.1% (front/rear) 
Corner weights 
 

420

446

485

448

Verdict A wild ride. Perhaps it will 
be too much of a hot rod for most, 
but this kind of novelty still has its 
appeal in a world of increasingly 
clinical offerings
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.

IF YOU LIKE A CHALLENGE THERE’S NOTHING  
QUITE LIKE DRIVING A SUPERCHARGED  
V8 WITH A MANUAL GEARBOX

Scan the QR code to hear the Streetfighter in action
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Swedish performance. 
it’s time to take a closer look. 
Our new generation Drive E™ engines are designed to make 

every journey exhilarating while using less fuel and creating 

fewer emissions. It’s this unique, Swedish approach to 

sustainable motoring that delivers a driving experience that  

is more powerful, more efficient and entirely more enjoyable.  

Get behind the wheel and experience it for yourself today.

VOLVOCARS.CO.NZ 



I
t’s not often that driving a 
Porsche 911 Turbo is not 
the highlight of your day, 
especially when you’re let 
off the leash on a racetrack, 
but occasionally this job 

throws a few curve balls. So it 
was on a recent trip across the 
ditch to Phillip Island Grand 
Prix circuit in southern Victoria. 
The 911 Turbo is a phenomenal 
car, able to bash any road into 
submission with its masses of 
turbo-bred torque and all-wheel 
drive traction, and yet on this 
particular outing it was made 

to look a little lardy by its more 
track-focused brother, the 911 
GT3, and the star attraction 
of the day, the ultra-rare and 
exclusive 918 Spyder. This is 
Porsche’s halo model, a 652kW 
hybrid hypercar that can crack 
100km/h in 2.6sec while its 
official fuel consumption is 
rated at just 3.1L/100km. It 
can lap the Nürburgring in 
under seven minutes (6:57 
to be precise) and Porsche 
has managed to sell all 918 
examples of this $1million piece 
of exotica. One of Porsche’s 

media cars was Down Under 
for the recent Melbourne Grand 
Prix and a handful of motoring 
media were on hand to sample 
the car, Autocar being the only 
NZ ticket to ride.  

Building our way up to the 
918, we first climbed inside 
a 911 GT3 to follow Kiwi race 
driver and Porsche Drive 
Experience instructor, Daniel 
Gaunt, around the GP circuit 
to get our eye in, so to speak. 
We revelled in the GT3’s direct 
responses, the linear power 
delivery of the 3.8-litre flat six to 

Words Kyle Cassidy   Photos Supplied

THE 918 SPYDER  
IS PORSCHE’S 

TECHNOLOGICAL 
SHOWPIECE. IT COSTS 

OVER $NZ1MILLION 
BUT THAT HASN’T 

STOPPED PORSCHE 
SELLING ALL 918 

EXAMPLES. WE GOT 
THE RARE CHANCE TO 

EXPERIENCE THE 887 
HORSEPOWER HYBRID 

AROUND PHILLIP 
ISLAND GP CIRCUIT IN 
AUSTRALIA RECENTLY

918SPYDER
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the reply of the throttle, and the 
911’s light-in-the-nose feel as we 
crested the circuit’s tricky Lukey 
Heights. We took in a few more 
laps, this time at the wheel of 
the 911 Turbo, which proved less 
inspiring, the car’s extra weight 
and lack of grip-enhancing 
downforce that the GT3 enjoys 
meant it just couldn’t keep 
pace in the corners. But with a 
healthier serving of torque and 
all-wheel drive traction, it could 
claw some of the distance back 
out of the corners and down the 
straights. In all, not a bad entrée, 

but the main course was a full 
three-star Michelin affair.  

The 918 has a 4.6-litre flat-
plane crank V8 derived from 
the engine that powered the RS 
Spyder LMP2 racer, delivering 
447kW and 540Nm with two 
additional electric motors; a 
129kW/210Nm unit up front 
powering the front wheels (for 
all-wheel drive capabilities) 
and  another (156kW/375Nm) 
in between the engine and 
the seven-speed twin-clutch 
gearbox. There are five drive 
modes ranging from EV (30km 

range, 0-100km/h in 7sec, 
150km/h top speed), three 
hybrid modes and an all-out Hot 
Lap setting. Using all three power 
units, the system can deliver 
between 800Nm and 1280Nm 
of torque, depending on the 
gear you’re in. It uses a carbon 
fibre-reinforced plastic chassis 
incorporating the engine as a 
stressed member and the V8 has 
an exhaust system (dubbed the 
‘top pipes’) that shoots the spent 
gases straight out the top of the 
engine cover. It’s a functional 
talking point, good for lowering 

temperatures (batteries don’t like 
heat) and reducing back pressure 
for more power. It also allows 
the race car to scream its V8 ring 
loud and proud. 

The 918 has Porsche’s rear-
wheel steering to aid both agility 
at lower speeds (not that the 918 
ever goes slowly) and stability at 
high speed by pointing the rear 
wheels in the same direction 
as the fronts.  And there’s the 
active aero kit to add downforce 
with both a rear wing that 
automatically adjusts for height 
and angle and also a diffuser up 

Matthias Hoffsümmer (left), 
Porsche’s lead driver instructor 

on the 918, was on hand to 
demonstrate the car’s talents
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front which opens to send air up 
through the ‘bonnet’ and over 
the top of the car to reduce lift. 

All the features and figures 
give you a technically induced 
headache, and even though you 
know it’s a hybrid, it’s still plain 
weird when this exotic racer 
for the road pulls silently and 
smoothly away from pit lane. 
Matthias Hoffsümmer, Porsche’s 
lead driver instructor on the 
918, was on hand to guide us 
through our experience, which 
started in EV-mode. There’s  
lots of whirring as it works its 
way smartly to 100km/h, and 
when we push the throttle  
down further, the whirring is 
silenced by the introduction of 
the race-bred engine, said to be 

the lightest V8 in production.  
We click the drive mode dial 
around to sport hybrid and 
the V8 is now the main power 
source, the electric motors 
boosting torque and providing 
four-wheel traction. 

We are not alone on track, 
there being another Kiwi in the 
lead car, Craig Baird, at the wheel 
of a Carrera Cup racer! During the 
international launch of the car, 
Hoffsümmer was the lead driver 
in a 911 Turbo S but it proved too 
slow(!) and those in the 918 had 
to brake to avoid punting him 
off the track. While there’s a lot to 
process in a few short laps, there 
are a few characteristics of the  
918 that make it a stand-out  
drive experience. 

I’ve driven some fast cars, but 
this is another league of quick. 
The instant and abundant torque 
converted to forward velocity 
by the all-wheel drive traction 
makes the GT3 and Turbo seem 
pedestrian. All 911s have great 
brakes, but the 918 has truly 
sensational stoppers. It has 
big carbon ceramic discs but 
what makes the real difference 
is the motor up front acting as 
a generator, said to add 0.5g in 
deceleration under maximum 
regeneration mode and feeding 
230kW of power back into the 
battery pack. And it’s ever so 
stable under hard braking. 
While the 911 has its odd weight 
balance, the mid-engined, low 
slung Spyder is supremely sorted, 

everything being positioned 
low and centralised. And while 
1680kg is fairly portly for a small 
sportster, it never feels unwieldy.

For all its prodigious output, 
it’s actually quite tame. I’ve seen 
the in-car footage of the 918’s 
record-setting run at the ’Ring, 
the driver powering out of bends 
with the steering still wound 
on which had me thinking the 
car’s drive system must be pretty 
smart, and forgiving with the 
electronics sorting things for 
you. So I had to give it a try too 
by giving it the jandal very early 
on the corner exit, thinking the 
system would simply pull me 
straight. But, er, no. The traction 
breaks momentarily and the tail 
squirms as the ESP corrects the 

The Stats
MODEL Porsche 918 Spyder

PRICE $1,070,000

ENGINE 4593cc, V8/DI, 

447kW@8700rpm, 

540Nm@6700rpm

MOTORS 

Front - 115kW / 375Nm

Rear - 95kW / 210Nm

TOTAL 652kW / 1280Nm

TRANSMISSION 7-speed

twin-clutch, e-AWD

VITALS 2.6s 0-100km/h,

3.1L/100km, 

72g/km, 1674kg
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blunder. So it’s not foolproof. 
Hoffsümmer says not to bother 
with the gear shift paddles, as 
the auto is so well programmed. 
Seems hard to believe, but never 
has an auto mode worked so 
well on track, and in race hybrid 
mode, the changes are slotted in 
50milliseconds.

The overriding characteristic 
is just how well it disguises 
speed. It’s so stable and grips so 
tenaciously it’s able to take you 
beyond your usual comfort zone 
in terms of cornering speeds at 
a fast track like Phillip Island. 
It’s down to the aerodynamic 
package, the downforce doing 
its job and giving the car 
another dimension of grip. It’s 
this stability in fast bends that 

makes it feel less daunting for 
an average Joe like me to drive, 
and lets someone like the Hoff 
really exploit the car’s potential.

To finish off, he takes us 
on a couple of quick runs, 
cracking into it as soon as we 
pass the end of the pit lane 
limit; the shove of full-attack 
Hot Lap mode is something to 
experience. Not many road cars, 
on road tyres, can rearrange 
your stomach contents like this 
can. It generates stellar grip 
and the acceleration and noise 
are outrageous. On our out lap, 
he’s not holding back with a few 
twitches from the rear of the 
car out of corners but generally 
the 918 has the hardware to 
convert all of its potential into 

forward motion. And at the 
end of Gardner Straight we 
see 290km/h before he’s hard 
on the brakes, the car hurtling 
through the scary-fast Doohan 
Corner (Turn 1) and powering 
into the entry to the Southern 
Loop thanks to the aero package 
helping it all stick. Tyre squeal is 
minimal and Hoffsümmer gets 
on the gas early, the V8 spinning 
towards its 9150rpm limit as 
the PDK snaps through another 
shift and we head fast towards 
Stoner Corner, turn three. True 
to his word, he lets the box sort 
itself and he is fairly aggressive 
on the brake pedal, my torso 
stretching the safety belts as we 
slow for Honda Corner and then 
the 918 displays its ability to 

haul hard out of the bend before 
slicing its way around Siberia, 
as stable as ever, and powering 
on, leaving black lines out of 
the exits. In all, it’s a heavenly 
supercar experience. 

But an expensive one. Of the 
918 examples of the 918, two 
are heading to New Zealand, 
two more than Australia. The 
car cannot be registered for the 
road there as they are all left 
hand drive, and yet the Federal 
Government wanted $300k in 
luxury car tax. The rich don’t like 
tax, and this put off prospective 
buyers. A Kiwi living in Australia 
opted to buy his one here 
because of this. The price? It starts 
at around $NZ1,070,000 before 
options and delivery.  

Craig Baird recently topped 
350km/h in Darwin with this car 
on road. BELOW - Big stoppers 

get a helping hand from the 
electric motor up front  

LEFT - Next all new 911 is 
likely to adopt a similar type 

of layout for its minor controls. 
BELOW LEFT - Car is numbered 

000, marking it out as a pre-
production vehicle which after  
its life as a media car, will be 

sent to the crusher. Sad we know

918SPYDER
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MEET THE NEW BOSS.
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Introducing the new R1, developed using YRZ-M1 MotoGP technology 

with the assistance of Valentino Rossi. Weighing only 199kg,

it features 200PS and a 1,405mm wheelbase. And even though it’s the

boss, you’ll be in full control with its 6-axis IMU that senses chassis 

motion in 3D - a first ever for a production motorcycle. Take command 

of the track by talking to your authorised R1 specialist dealer today.  

www.yamaha-motor.co.nz *Special Edition YZF-R1M shown.



ASTON’S V8 VANTAGE N430 IS A SPECIAL MODEL 
DERIVED FROM THE COMPANY’S NURBURGRING 
24 HOUR-ENDURO RACERS. IT MIGHT BE GETTING 
ON IN AGE, BUT THE N430 PROVES THE 
VANTAGE STILL HAS ITS CHARMS

Words Kyle Cassidy  Photos Tom Gasnier

Ringing



he Aston Martin V8 Vantage may 
be somewhat long of tooth -it’ll 
be ten soon - but it is certainly 
aging with grace. As with any 
model in its dotage, expect a flow 
of limited edition ‘finals’ to keep 
the interest simmering as Aston 
Martin prepares to renew its entire 
portfolio, beginning with the 
DB9 later in the year. The Vantage 
however still has a couple of years 
to go so special models like the 
N430 will have to keep on coming 
in the interim. This is not a limited 

edition as such but it is a new (-ish, 
it was introduced last year) model 
variant to the line-up, and it’s a 
range that is getting ever more 
attractive due to its price creeping 
ever lower. 

The N430 follows in the wheel 
tracks of the N400 and N420, 
models derived from those sent 
racing at the Nürburgring 24-hour 
event. That’s what the N stands 
for, 430 representing the horse 
power count. The 4.7-litre V8 
produces 321kW, the extra power 

it out
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over the Vantage S coming via a 
tuned air intake and ECU tweaks. 
The same dry-sumped V8 is said 
to power the company’s GTE and 
GT4 race cars with ‘only minimal 
specification changes’.

The colour scheme is N430-
specific; there are five variations, all 
inspired by the GT4 race cars with 
contrasting highlights for the grille 
surround (or the lipstick, as they 
call it), the mirror caps, rear diffuser 
and the roofline of the Coupe (you 
can get a Roadster version too). 
This car is in the Stealth livery of jet 
black and grey, with the highlights 
painted, not just stickers, and the 
finish is superb. 

Being racer inspired, the N430 
can be had with weight saving 
seats underpinned by carbon 
fibre and Kevlar frames, still with 

electric adjustment of course; this 
is a gentleman’s racer after all. And 
the ten-spoke wheels are forged 
items. Other racer touches in the 
cabin include the alcantara trim 
and carbon fibre highlights. If 
you’re the type that needs the latest 
and greatest of everything, move 
on, there’s a fair bit of technology 
lacking here. The interior still 
manages to look special but even 
the basics like a reverse camera, sat 
nav, and Bluetooth remain optional 
while the functionality is not all 
that flash. There are two gearbox 
options, a six-speed manual, 
which is said to have a heavy 
clutch, and the position of the gear 
lever has always been awkward 
in the Vantage. Which leaves the 
seven-speed automated manual 
transmission. More on that soon.

That the Vantage’s form still 
looks so right, the classic phallus 
on wheels sportscar shape, and 
that the drive stirs the soul, makes 
it easier to excuse many of the 
Vantage’s shortcomings against 
more contemporary competitors.

The sound of the little V8 still 
does it too. Its timbre rings loud 
through the stainless steel sports 
exhaust when the bypass valves 
spring open from 3000rpm, 
winding out to 7500rpm with real 
verve. There are no turbos here so 
with ‘just’ 490Nm of torque made 
at 5000rpm, liberal use of the 
shift paddles is needed to reveal 
the oomph that lies up top. The 
actual performance isn’t shattering 
but still satisfying, especially as 
we managed to replicate Aston’s 
claimed 0-100km/h time of 4.8sec. 

ABOVE - Still the  
most dramatic and  
fragile key in the business. 
RIGHT - Vantage has a 
wonderful balance, and 
some of the best steering 
around. BELOW - The 
styling still does it as well
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It would be quicker if it launched 
harder, but it’s quick enough, without 
being worryingly so on road. 

As for the gearbox…it’s always 
best to use the shift paddles, lifting 
briefly to smooth out the changes. 
The auto function just doesn’t cut 
it. The gearbox does reasonably 
in traffic, the take up not overly 
laboured, and there’s a useful hill 
hold function too. But a modern 
twin-clutch gearbox is the way to 
go both in terms of the auto mode 
and shift speeds at max attack. 

The Vantage doesn’t feel all 
floppy after ten years in action, its 

aluminium chassis still standing 
up to interrogation. It makes do 
without the adaptive dampers 
of the larger GT cars, while 
NZ-spec N430’s are equipped 
with a comfort suspension tune 
rather than the stiffer sporting 
set up. And it’s about spot on 
for New Zealand roads, with 
enough compliance to ride the 
bumps while maintaining poise 
in the bends. Occasionally, when 
powering on out of a bumpy exit, 
the rear moves around but as it’s 
not overly endowed with torque, 
you can use plenty of throttle 

on the way out without getting 
into too much strife, while a long 
pedal travel means you don’t 
have to be too finessed with your 
application either. 

There’s not much to worry 
about up front. The Vantage has 
always had a sweet balance with 
its low-mounted engine tucked up 
against the firewall and the gearbox 
mounted on the rear transaxle.  
And with grippy Bridgestones on 
duty, the N430 can be pushed  
along confidently. The steering 
has much to do with that too; it’s a 
standout feature of the car. Being 

THE SAME  
DRY SUMPED 
V8 IS SAID TO 
POWER THE 
COMPANY’S  
GTE AND GT4 
RACE CARS 
WITH ‘ONLY 
MINIMAL 
SPECIFICATION 
CHANGES’
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old-fashioned has its advantages 
sometimes. This is steering the 
way it used to be with good 
meaty weighting, and a bit of 
kickback and rattle through 
rough corners. Yet it is still full 
of genuine road feel that all 
those electric systems, with their 
motors hanging off the steering 
gear, manage to strangle. 
Electric systems do have their 
advantages in terms of saving 
gas and variable weighting, but 
it’s been a while since I’ve driven 

a car with this much feel feeding 
back through to the hands. The 
brakes are up to spec too with a 
sensitive pedal and a plenty of 
arresting power. 

There’s still a certain amount 
of cool associated with the 
Vantage too,like the way the 
doors open out and up, even the 
design of the both the exterior 
and interior door handles, and 
the old world charm of the 
flyaway handbrake. With a well 
shaped boot, it’s a usable two 

seater, and comfortable too as 
a cruiser, although some road 
roar on coarse chip permeates 
the cabin, but it’s something all 
low-riding, big-tyred sportsters 
suffer. And using the full extent 
of the V8’s rev range will see it 
drink petrol rabidly. 

When Aston does get around 
to replacing the Vantage, it will 
be a big step change in terms of 
hardware and electronics,which 
has me kind of missing this old 
Vantage already.  

Aston Martin Vantage V8 N430

Price $215 ,000

0-100 km/h 4.81s

80-120 km/h 2.90 (83m)

100-0 km/h 32.57m

Speedo error 98 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 13.8L/100km
C02 output 321g/km
Ambient cabin noise 78.5dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 4735cc
Engine format V8/longitudinal
Max power 321kW@7300rpm
Max torque 490Nm@5000rpm
Specific output 67.8kW/L
Weight-to-power 5.06kg/kW
Bore x stroke 91mm x 91mm 
Compression ratio 11.3:1
Cylinder head dohc/32v/vvt
Gearbox 7-speed robo-manaul
Drivetrain Rear-wheel drive
Front suspension  
Double wishbones/sway bar
Rear suspension  
Double wishbones/sway bar
Turning circle 10.2m (2.6 turns)
Front brakes Ventilated discs (380mm)
Rear brakes Ventilated discs (330mm)
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size f-245/40ZR19 r-285/35ZR19
Tyres Bridgestone Potenza RE050
Wheelbase 2600mm
L/W/H 4385/1865/1260mm
Track 1570/1590mm
Fuel capacity 80L
Luggage capacity 506-1648L
Weight (full tank) 1598kg
Weight distribution 60.4/39.6% (front/rear)
Corner weights 
 

331

302

473

493

Verdict Still a charmer. Getting on but  
a decent drive all the same. Steering  
is a highlight, as is the engine noise.  
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.
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MAZDA MAY BE LATE TO 
THE SMALL SUV PARTY  

BUT WITH ITS NEW CX-3 
IT HAS MADE A GRAND 
ENTRANCE. WE DRIVE  
BOTH PETROL AND  
DIESEL VERSIONS

BETTER 
LATE 

THAN TT
NEVER

S
ometimes we car folk get a bit carried 
away with exactly where a vehicle 
fits into the marketplace, especially 
when it comes to SUVs. The smallest 
varieties make up a diverse set of 

vehicles, and it’s where Mazda is set to make a 
push with its new CX-3. So what’s it up against? 
Well Mazda NZ doesn’t consider the likes of the 
Juke, Trax or Ecosport as competitors but bigger 
offerings like Qashqai, ASX and S-Cross. These 
are larger for sure, but are around the same 
money and similar in engine size too. So it seems 
Mazda is confident its little tyke can stick it to 
them and as long as size isn’t an issue it looks like 
Mazda’s on to another good thing with the CX-3. 

It’s the fifth new model under the SkyActiv 
mantra and despite its name, it shares more in 
common with the Mazda2 than the larger 3. It uses 
a modified 2 platform, utilising the same wheelbase 
but is longer at 4.2m overall, 70mm wider, and taller 
as well with 155mm of ground clearance. The Mac 
strut front suspension has some geometry tweaks 
to suit the raised ride height and deliver improved 
ride comfort. The rear retains the 2’s torsion beam 
set-up, even for the AWD model, and the location 

of the beam and its mounting points are  
designed to maximise wheel travel. 

Michio Tomiyama, CX-3 programme director, 
was on hand at the NZ launch and he says the 
CX-3 ‘takes the brand to a new level, creating 
the standard for the next era of Mazda products’. 
The attention to detail does give this car a sense 
of sophistication that’s unusual at this level of 
the market, and the overall styling is a key aspect 
too. We reckon it’s the best execution of the firm’s 
‘Kodo’ theme to date and its master, Youichi 
Matsuda, was also present to explain his creation. 
The short overhangs are said to give it an ‘agile 
stance’, the long bonnet ‘a sense of power’ and 
along with the big wheels (emphasised by the 
wheel arches) and the small glasshouse help the 
CX-3 achieve ‘a size (or presence we presume  
he meant) beyond its dimensions’. 

The interior, based largely on the Mazda2, is 
well finished and details like the deep red hue of the 
accent leather in Limited models give it an edge. 
Apart from the hard tops of the door trim and the CX 3

Words Kyle Cassidy   

Photos Tom Gasnier
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lack of a centre bin/armrest, the cabins of the 
GSX and Ltd models we sampled on the recent 
launch were certainly well appointed and 
finished. There’s a focus on the driver, as with 
all Mazda products, and an optimised seating 
position. Like the 2, the seats are supremely 
comfortable and supportive. It’s in the rear 
where the CX-3 isn’t as welcoming; it’s compact 
to be sure, with tight leg room compared with 
those larger competitors, and the boot too, at 
260L, is no bigger than a supermini’s. You’ll fit 
more in the average compact hatch. 

There are three model grades starting with 
the $31,195 2.0-litre 2WD GLX, moving up to 
the GSX grade with three choices ($34,695 2.0 
2WD, $36,695 2.0 4WD, $38,695 1.5 diesel), and 
two Limited models (a $38,595 2WD 2.0 and 
the $42,595 4WD diesel). If you’re wondering, 

the Mazda2 tops out at $28,995, and the 
Mazda3 ranges in price from $32,795 to $50k. 
The difference between the GSX grades of the 
CX-3 and 3 is just $900, the hatch being more 
expensive. This will see people looking at both 
vehicles, and for those not so keen on space, 
could see them tempted out of the Mazda3. 

All models feature Mazda’s infotainment 
unit with a seven-inch screen and a reversing 
camera. The mid-grade GSX variants add 
18-inch alloys, blind spot monitoring, rear 
cross traffic alert, a head-up display, sat nav, 
climate air, a proximity key, and rear parking 
sensors. The Limited comes with even more 
safety features like auto high beam control, 
lane departure and forward collision warning 
systems with auto braking, LED headlamps, 
Bose premium audio and leather upholstery. 

The Mazdacare package has been 
improved and now includes a five-year/
unlimited kilometre warranty (three years 
comprehensive/two years covering all major 
mechanicals) and five-year roadside assist, 
as well as the usual three years/100,000km of 
free scheduled servicing. 

There are two engine options, with 
the 2.0-litre petrol outputting 109kW and 
192Nm at 2800rpm. The same engine in 
the Mazda3 makes 114kW and 200Nm at 
4000rpm, the earlier arrival of the torque 
certainly noticeable in the CX-3. This is rated 
at 6.1L/100km overall for 2WD models and 
6.7L/100km for the AWD variant. The CX-3 
also gets a new 1.5-litre turbodiesel option. It 
makes 77kW, and 270Nm of torque from 1600 
to 2500rpm. The diesel is only available with 

The Stats
MODEL Mazda CX-3 Limited diesel AWD   

PRICE $42,595

ENGINE 1499cc, IL4/TDI,

77kW@4000rpm, 

270Nm@1600-2500rpm

TRANSMISSION 6-speed auto, 

on-demand AWD

VITALS 12.0sec 0-100km/h,

5.1L/100km, 137g/km, 1371kg
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AWD and is rated at 5.1L/100km. The VBOX 
proved it to be no rocket, taking the best part 
of 12 seconds to crack 100km/h, and 10sec on 
the overtake. The petrol 2WD feels as though it 
would return a 10sec run to 100.

The 2.0-litre delivers enough poke for 
the CX-3 low down while it revs sweetly to 
release the power that the diesel lacks. The 
six-speed auto, the only gearbox offered, is 
a good ’un, especially in Sport mode where 
it holds onto gears when you momentarily 
lift off the throttle and downshifts under 
brakes. Even after a lengthy stint of (overly) 
spirited driving, the trip computer was 
registering around the 9.0L/100km mark. 
According to Mazda, the segment average is 
7.3, so the CX-3 is ahead of the curve there, 
and drinks 91 octane too, not bad going 

considering the high 13:1 compression 
ratio of the direct-injection engine.  

We asked Tomiyama-san if the 2.0-litre 
engine would fit in the Mazda2 hatch (a 
Mazda2 MPS 20 perhaps?) but no, the engine 
is too big for the 2, both in width and height.    

After the 2WD petrol, we found the AWD 
diesel to be less resolved on road. It’s over 
100kg heavier for a start, and while it’s not 
corner shy, it doesn’t take to them like the 
front driver with more roll, and a tendency 
to pitch and dive over undulations. While 
overall the torsion beam rear does a pretty 
good job on the ride quality front, the AWD 
model with the rear mounted diff can 
thump over bumps. We asked Tomiyama-
san about this and found that the AWD 
models have softer spring rates to help 
cope with rough terrain that an AWD buyer 
might want to tackle, while the front driver 
is set up more for on-road handling, which 
explains it all. Given the front driver is more 
settled over bumps, it gives a smoother ride 
on highways. There’s good steering too, just 
enough feedback to satisfy, and good stick 

in the bends from the rubber. The brakes, 
borrowed from the Mazda3, impress too.  

The AWD system is based on the set-
up of the CX-5, but apart from the wing 
mirrors, the CX-3 shares no components 
with its bigger brother. It’s an on-demand 
system, some 27 sensors used to monitor 
the action and ensure the rear diff is 
triggered into action in time to minimise 
any loss of traction.    

We reckon the GSX FWD 2.0 is the best 
option, the differences in cost and gas 
mileage will take forever to recoup the fuel 
savings for the diesel, and the extra torque 
isn’t a convincing enough argument. And 
are you really going off-road in something 
like this? If so, buy a Jimny instead. In front 
drive form, CX-3 feels like a class-leading 
drive (though a back-to-back comparison 
will be needed to quantify that), it’s 
efficient, the styling is nailed, and while the 
price is high, it seems justified by the long 
specification list. It’s the interior space that 
will decide it for many, so try it on for size 
before signing off.  

Driver gets the best seat in the CX-3.  
We wouldn’t bother with AWD or the diesel,  
the 2.0 FWD GSX is the one we’d opt for
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THE S 63 COUPE IS ANOTHER MEGA GRUNT 
MACHINE BUT THE S-CLASS COUPE IS 

MORE ABOUT UBER COMFORT THAN 
CRUSHING PERFORMANCE M

ercedes-Benz likes to 
debut its new technology 
using the S-Class line, and 
for the arrival of the Coupe 
variant, the showpiece 
tech is an extension of 

the firm’s active suspension system. It’s a 
fundamental feature of the big S Coupe and 
defines its character. The Active Curve Tilting 
function is what we are talking about, a set-
up that helps the Coupe lean into the bends, 
counteracting centrifugal cornering forces. 
The S-Class Coupe, which replaces the CL, 
uses the same active hydraulic dampers as 
those fitted to the saloon where the Magic 
Ride Control system is specified. This uses 
the front-mounted stereo camera to scan the 
road ahead and then sets the quick-acting 
dampers to help soak up the bumps of the 
road more effectively. But with the curve 
tilting function, it goes a step further. When 
the car enters a bend a so-called ‘plunger 
cylinder’ in the hydraulic damper unit raises 
to help lift the outside of the car up when 
it’s in the curve, so instead of the coupe 
leaning over and compressing the damper, 
the plunger counteracts this tendency, 
thereby maintaining a more even keel 
through corners. The system also maintains 
a constant ride height. 

What’s the purpose of it all? Primarily 
comfort, the occupants enjoy one of the 
calmest, most refined rides in motoring, 
better than a Rolls Royce Ghost (it’s all too 
wallowing) for instance. On the move the 
cabin of the S 63 is a well insulated cocoon 
of plushness that isolates you almost entirely 
from the outside world. Even the rumble of 
the V8 is muted, and only when the tacho 
needle flicks past 3000rpm does the engine 
sound permeate the interior. 

The S 63 delivers one of the most 
surreal drive experiences. With the 
suspension set to its most cosseting and 
the dynamic curve mode activated, the 
coupe glides along, and you become 
blissfully unaware of the kilometres 
you’ve covered, and indeed at the pace 
you’ve ticked them off. The suspension 
flattens all manner of bumps, dips and 
dives along the way while the steering 
filters everything too. It’s overly light and 

Words Kyle Cassidy   Photos Tom Gasnier 
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void of feel, but strangely it 
works well here. The rack is 
super quick, and it turns the 
big coupe with crazy ease. It’s 
not the most accurate device, 
but you can place the car 
appropriately. With generous 
rubber contact patches and 
the body movements all kept 
in check, it can carry quite 
impressive speed through corners too, at least 
up to a point. Because it’s so well isolated 
from the road, the steering is not the greatest 
communicator. And you then quickly realise 
the tyres are past gripping, and are starting 
to scrub. Back it off a notch and the S Coupe 
returns to its chosen line and to devouring 
kilometres, eating the bends, mopping up the 
dips and dives, all while you casually direct it 
along, enjoying the comfort and quiet of the 
cabin. This is most definitely a car which will 
deliver you refreshed at your destination, no 
matter what distance you have to cover.

During our time with the S 63, the front tyre 
picked up a screw, causing a slow leak and the 
tyre pressure monitoring system sounded the 
alarm. And we also detected overly inflated tyres. 
Normally, such inflation pressure would translate 
to a rock hard ride but with the hydraulic active 
dampers on guard, they filtered it all out. Once 
the tyre was repaired and inflation at a normal 
level, there wasn’t much difference in the ride, 
though a tendency to be a little loose in the rear 
when cornering was certainly fixed.  

There are three models in the line-up, 
starting with the $260,000 S 500, which arrives 
here in the coming months. It uses the 4.7-litre 
bi-turbo V8, good for 335kW and 700Nm and 
it works with Merc’s new nine-speed auto. 
From our experience with the CLS 500 last 
month, this is a fabulously smooth powertrain 
combination and as it delivers even more force 
than the same unit in the CLS, it should offset 
the extra kilos nicely. 

It’s a big step up into AMG territory, the S 63 
starting at $350,000, but gaining the might of 
the hand-assembled 5.5-litre bi-turbo V8 which 
adds another 95kW and 200 Newton metres at 

your disposal. And then into 
the realms of ridiculousness 
there is the S 65 with its 6.0-litre 
V12, also bi-turbo, and making 
463kW and delivering a neat 
1000Nm. Not often the Newton 
metre count registers four 
figures. And speaking of the 
fours, it’ll cost you $445,000. 

There are a couple of reasons 
why we’d probably recommend the S 500 over 
the S 63. The price is one. When asked how ‘much 
do you reckon it’s worth?’ uncannily nearly 
everyone said $180,000. Even the more knowing 
sold it short at $250k. We guess most buyers will 
be well assured of their own net worth, and who 
cares what the proletariat thinks anyway? 

The other reason is the gearbox. The AMG 
seven-speed ‘Speedshift’ auto is good at 
exactly that, fast changes when the hammer 
is down, its torque convertor replacing 
clutch-pack mechanism taking the slush 
out of proceedings, but with so much torque 
there’s not really the call for repeated rapid 
shifting. And there’s no Race Start function 
for this big AMG either; it’s fairly timid in 
terms of its launch prowess. The jerkiness 
of the driveline at parking speeds is kind of 
acceptable in the C and E AMGs, but it goes 
against the overall character of this otherwise 
superb luxury express. And the smaller V8 
would be better on consumption too, the S 63 
is truly ravenous, even when you’re not really 
trying. It’s not that the cost of filling would be 
a bother, but less frequent trips to the filling 
station would be appreciated.

Touted as a four-seater, the S Coupe is big, 
but not all that spacious in the rear in terms 
of leg room. The wheelbase is 90mm shorter 
than the regular S-Class saloon, but still long 
at 2945mm. There’s more room than a two-
plus-two for sure, but the front seats need to 
be positioned appropriately to accommodate 
those in the rear. Up front, however, the S 
delivers a definite luxury car ambience and the 
cabin is festooned with gadgets. The ivory and 
espresso colour combo probably wouldn’t be 
our first choice – it makes you feel as though 

Apparently the V8 makes 
a good noise as it goes  
by, but from the cabin  
it’s rather mute. The  
V8 noise is not the only 
thing that’s muffled, the  
S Coupe delivers one of 
the most refined cabins  
in the motoring world

Mercedes-Benz S 63 AMG Coupe

Price $350,000

0-100 km/h 4.66s 

80-120 km/h 2.37s (67m)

100-0 km/h 34.43m

Speedo error 99 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 10.2L/100km
C02 output 239g/km
Ambient cabin noise 70.2dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 5461cc
Engine format V8/TT/DI/longitudinal
Max power 430kW@5500rpm
Max torque 900Nm@2250-3750rpm
Specific output 78.7kW/L
Weight-to-power 4.86kg/kW
Bore x stroke 98mm x 90.5mm
Compression ratio 10.0:1
Cylinder head dohc/32v/vvt
Gearbox 7-speed auto
Drivetrain rear-wheel drive
Front suspension  
four link/active suspension
Rear suspension  
multilink/active suspension 
Turning circle 11.9m (2.1 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs 
Rear brakes ventilated discs
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size f-255/40ZR20 r-285/35ZR20
Tyres ContiSportContact5
L/W/H/W-B 5044/1913/1422/ 2945mm
Track 1631/1645mm
Fuel capacity 80L
Luggage capacity 400L
Weight (full tank) 2091kg
Weight distribution 54/46% (front/rear)
Corner weights 
 

481

480

575

554

Verdict The S 63 coupe is  
an otherworldly experience.  
We like that it’s not overtly  
flashy but still has presence.  
Price is simply hard to fathom.
Rating 

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.
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you should wash up prior 
to climbing on board – and 
those plush white carpets 
won’t look so flash after 
10,000km. But that will be 
the car groomer’s concern 
we guess. The S 63 comes 
complete with the front 
seat comfort pack, a must-
have $3800 option for S 500 

buyers, offering  a range of massages, including 
heated ones, and active bolstering too, with the 
side bolster of the seats inflating as you round 
corners for more secure location. 

It’s certainly an experience, the S Coupe, 
and we do feel for the poor souls who have to 
make the choice about which model to buy. 
Barring a Powerball miracle, thankfully we’ll 
never have to make that decision.  

OCCUPANTS 
ENJOY ONE  
OF THE 
CALMEST, 
MOST 
REFINED 
RIDES IN 
MOTORING, 
BETTER  
THAN A ROLLS 
ROYCE GHOST

Active suspension 
doing its job. The S 
Coupe is carrying some 
momentum here but the 
hydraulic dampers have 
the (substantial) body 
movement in check.  
Makes for a surreal  
drive experience   

subscribe online at www.mags4gifts.co.nz/autocar new zealand autocar     59



Words Peter Louisson   Photos Tom Gasnier/Volvo 

HEART 
TRANSPLANT 
GETS VOLVOS 
PUMPING

VOLVO’S MODEL 
LINE-UP GETS A 
REV UP BY WAY OF 
THE COMPANY’S 
NEW DRIVE-E 
TECHNOLOGY 
THAT MAKES FOR 
A FRUGAL BUT 
FEISTY RANGE

olvo may not be moving quite the 
numbers its German competitors 

manage – the firm sold around 400,000 
cars globally last year – but without 

any significant new product to speak 
of Volvo NZ sold a record 421 vehicles locally, 
up from 234 in 2013, and aims for over 500 
sales this year, on the back of its new XC90. 
However, revitalised models like XC60 and V40 
will also figure strongly in 2015. Eventually, 
all products from Volvo will be powered by 
new four-cylinder Volvo-designed and –built 
engines, diesel and petrol, all turbocharged. 

Volvo is calling its new engine range 
“Drive-E”. While the company doesn’t state 

precisely what the E stands for, you might 
expect efficiency or economy. Try exhilaration. 
Initially, a pair of new 2.0-litre four-pot 
engines replaces eight larger units. The new 
powerplants sport modern and innovative 
technology, adding both economy and 
excitement to the Volvo driving experience.

In the past, Volvo relied mainly on 
outsourced engines and transmissions, 
many from Ford, but not any longer. The 
diesel is a direct injection biturbo design, 
and features i-Art technology, which Volvo 
reckons is a ‘breakthrough’. Atop each 
injector is a minicomputer that monitors 
injection pressure, meaning the optimal 

amount of mixture is delivered to each 
cylinder all the time. This alone contributes 
to a two per cent improvement in fuel 
efficiency in the new diesel engines. An 
increase in common rail pressure to 2500 bar 
further enhances combustion efficiency. 

Since the new engines also displace less, 
fuel efficiency falls by a claimed 10-30 per 
cent across the model range. The combined 
fuel figure of the V40 D4, for example, falls 
from 5.2 to 4.2L/100km, while simultaneously 
its sprint time to 100 drops from 8.3 to 7.2 
seconds. A similar scenario applies for the 
XC60 we drove for a week that’s part of this 
feature.  Volvo says the new 2.0-litre engines 
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give the drivability of a six potter and the 
economy of a four. By adding electrification 
Volvo can reach V8 levels of output. The 
smaller engines are naturally more compact 
and lighter, paving the way for electric 
motor add-ons in certain models. They 
also share a common block, minimising 
complexity and production costs.

The new Drive-E powertrains are already 
available here the V40, S60 and XC60 and 
we got to sample petrol and diesel versions 
on the local launch day, kicking off with the 
$67k V40 Cross Country T5 AWD Luxury 
model. Its petrol engine generates 180kW 
of power and 350Nm of torque. With just 
1500rpm showing at 100km/h, a combined 
fuel use figure of 6.4L/100km is believable. 
In the Sport MS setting, it pulls well from 
1500rpm after a moment’s hesitation and 
enthusiastically from 2000rpm. It’s nicely 
equipped too, with a spec sheet similar to 
the XC60’s tested over the page. From there, 
we marched straight into the front drive 
V40 D4 ($54,990), which is a 140kW/400Nm 
terrier. It carved up the sinuous Twilight 
Road out of Clevedon, with great front end 
grip, and the motor is magic, yet uses next 
to no fuel. Again, the eight-speed auto gets 
the best out of the 2.0-litre biturbo engine; 
Volvo rates 0-100 acceleration at 7.2sec and 
it feels that quick, while diesel consumption 
is an almost unbelievable 4.2L/100km 
overall. High gearing helps, with 1800rpm 
showing alongside 100km/h. In both V40s 
there’s a bit more road roar than expected 

from the Pirelli Cinturatos but bump control 
is impressive. The D4 has nav, dual zone air, 
City Safety auto braking, a power driver’s 
seat, reversing camera, and configurable 
TFT screen, and costs $54,990. It’s wicked; 
Drive E for economical excitement. 

The 2.0-litre 180kW/350Nm turbopetrol 
engine we also sampled in the bigger and 
heavier S60 T5 R-Design. This gets a sports 
body kit, and also sports wheel, seats and 
pedals, and the firmer, go-harder sports 
chassis. Claimed to hit illegal highway speeds 
within 6.3sec it’s also quite quick, especially 
from 3500-4500rpm, its strong operating 
area. Paddles are standard but again aren’t 
needed, as a flick of the lever across to the 
S mode area automatically selects the right 
gear for the situation. Being front drive it’s 
slightly easier on fuel (6.0L/100km) than the 
AWD V40. Dynamically it is also impressive, 
within the limits of its front drive set-up. In 
the back, there’s not quite the headroom of 
the XC60, but there’s space for two adults, 
and one child in-between. 

The final vehicle we drove was a front-
drive XC60 T5 Luxury on Pirelli Scorpions, 
with an RRP of $75,990. Right away its 
hydraulic steering differentiates it from the 
electrical steering of the others, with gobs 
of road feel, despite the tallish sidewalls. 
Wet conditions aren’t ideal for sampling 
a tall, weighty front driver. A pity perhaps 
that there’s almost too much motor for the 
chassis to handle; the base D4, which costs 
the same at $72,990, is the better pick we feel.

S60

RIGHT - Medium-sized 
Volvos now utilise 
2.0-litre turbocharged 
four-cylinder petrol and 
diesel engines, mated 
to eight-speed autos. 
They’re quicker and more 
economical as a result 
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Easy Driver
 
So what better way to get acquainted with 
one of the new Drive-E engines than in the 
current XC60. Essentially, this new drivetrain 
has been dropped in to replace the D5 unit, 
which we described in 2009 as “adequate” on the 
performance front, if a little loud and laggy. The 
D5 version back then, with on-demand AWD, 
sold for $76,990. The five-cylinder 2.4-litre engine 
was good for 136kW, and 400Nm at 2000rpm.

The new engine is virtually identical in 
output – torque is the same – but manages this 
with four cylinders and 1969cc of displacement. 
Price isn’t wildly different 
either; the particular version we 
drove, the Luxury D4 variant, 
sells for $78,900, though is front 
drive only. A higher output D5 
version with AWD can be had 
for $84,990. Pleasingly, there’s 
also a base XC60 D4 that gets almost as much 
gear as the Luxury version and costs $72,990. 
Sure there’s no navigation, or bi-xenon active 
bending lights, amongst other missing items, 
but this is where the smart money would go, 
as the base D4 still gets leather upholstery, a 
powered tailgate, and dual zone air.

The new powertrain is a gem of a thing. One in 
the office felt it “too loud” but I mentioned it was 
cold. Diesel doubters are an unswerving bunch. 
For performance, both XC D4s get a leg up by 
ditching AWD functionality, making them 80-odd 
kg lighter. Back in the day the D5 AWD managed 
to accelerate to 100 in 9.8sec, while an 80-120 
overtake required 200m of road and 7.3sec. The 
new version needed just 8.34sec to reach highway 
speeds and was fully a second quicker on the 
overtake (6.17sec). The extra pace is mainly due 
to the speed of the new eight-speed Aisin-built 
automatic that, thanks to a new control system, 
has shift times reduced by almost 50 per cent. 
Because the gearbox also contains two extra cogs 
there’s a greater spread of ratios. In top (eighth) 
the engine is turning over at just 1500rpm when 
the XC is doing 100km/h. We saw fuel use figures 

V40 D4 FUEL USE FALLS 
FROM 5.2 TO 4.2L/100KM, 

WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
ITS SPRINT TIME TO 100 

DROPS FROM 8.3  
TO 7.2 SECONDS

BELOW-V40 CC T5 hits 100 in a bit over six sec, costs $67k V40

XC 



in the low fours plenty of times, and 
it’s rated at an astounding 4.7L/100km 

overall. Because the vehicle we drove was 
relatively new, about the best we saw on 
a trip was high sevens. The former D5, by 
the by, had a combined quoted figure of 
8.3L/100km. That’s progress for you.

The performance figures only tell part of 
the story. From as low as 1500rpm this new 
twin-turbodiesel is primed for action, and 
with stop-start technology it is up and away 
almost the instant you hit the accelerator. 
Round town it brims with vigour in Drive, 
and you’re never tempted to use the Sport 
transmission setting. The torque produced 
from just below 2000rpm is outstanding. 

But there’s more. On rural roads when 
you sometimes need a bit of extra poke to get 
past drivers who are blind to their rear view 
mirrors, Sport mode comes to the rescue. 
The transformation is as surprising as it is 
stentorian, given the XC goes well enough 
merely in D. Its extra authority deserves 
respect. The software is perfectly sorted, so 
you’re seldom tempted to resort to the paddle 
shifters. Just tickle the throttle instead; it’s a 
riot. The new engine technology, developed 
in house by Volvo, takes the modern 2.0-litre 
turbodiesel to another exalted level. 

Dynamically nothing much has changed, 
and it didn’t really need to, for the ride is well 

judged for a mix of surfaces, and independent 
wheel braking (torque vectoring) keeps 
things seemly near the grip limits. Yes, there’s 
understeer if you overdrive it, but who does 
in these things? Occasionally there’s a hint 
of torque steer but the front wheels rarely 
break traction. Unusually, the steering is 
hydraulic and it’s a reminder of just how mute 
most electric systems are nowadays. Electric 
steering may have its benefits but... 

As for the rest of the XC60? It still looks 
well proportioned and remains roomy 
inside, with space for five adults and gear. 
We like the programmable dash with three 
different visual ‘themes’, but you’d only ever 
use ‘performance’ (red and black colours) 
with its digital speed readout. The Luxury 
D4 is well specified and wants for little (City 
Safety, rear parking camera, keyless entry 
and alarm, 3-year unlimited km warranty) 
but heated seats should really be standard, 
not a $450 cost option. Ditto front parking 
sensors at $355. There’s a driver support 
package for $5500, but unless you’re the 
anxious type who needs all the safety gear, 
it’s arguably not necessary. Active cruise 
would be a nice option alone, but it’s only 
available as part of a package. 

As for competitors? Virtually all are 4WD 
and more expensive, making this a class of 
one and it’s a fine one at that.  

New four-pot turbodiesel adds drive and thrift to the XC60 experience. Eight-speed auto also a cracker

Volvo XC60 D4 Luxury

Price $78,990 (as tested $79,935)

0-100 km/h 8.34s

80-120 km/h 6.17s (174.7m)

100-0 km/h 35.00m

Speedo error 97 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 4.7L/100km
C02 output 124g/km
Ambient cabin noise 70.9dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 1969cc
Engine format IL4/TDI/transverse
Max power 133kW@4250rpm
Max torque 400Nm@1750-2500rpm
Specific output 67.5kW/L
Weight-to-power 13.7kg/kW
Bore x stroke 82mm x 93.2mm
Compression ratio 15.8:1
Cylinder head dohc/16v
Gearbox 8-speed auto
Drivetrain front-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension multilink/sway bar
Turning circle 11.7m (2.9 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs (328mm)
Rear brakes solid discs (302mm)
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size 235/60R18 
Tyres Continental ContiEcoContact 5
L/W/H/W-B 4628/1891/1672/2774mm
Track 1632/1586mm
Drag coefficient 0.35
Fuel capacity 70L
Luggage capacity 490-1450L 
Weight 1820kg
Weight distribution 61.3/39.7 (front/rear)
Corner weights 
 

364

347

527

552

Verdict What a midlife pep-up  
this gets! New smaller displacement 
four-pot twin-turbodiesel gives  
XC60 a new lease of life, along  
with outstanding economy. Base  
D4 misses out on little spec of the 
Luxo model so is the better buy.
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by Z Diesel.
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BATTLE  
COTY  

WINNERS

EXAMPLES OF PEUGEOT’S 308 AND VOLKSWAGEN’S 
GOLF, THE INCUMBENT AND FORMER COTY 
WINNERS, PASSED THROUGH OUR HANDS 
RECENTLY. IS THERE A STANDOUT?

THE
OF
THE

Words Peter Louisson  Photos Tom Gasnier
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R
arely is how frequently we 
get to compare a former  
NZ Autocar COTY winner 
with the current one. But 
because new variants of 
the current title holder, the 
308, and of the 2013 winner, 

the Golf, arrived in the office at a similar 
time, we just couldn’t ignore this golden 
opportunity. The VW Golf was a former 
World COTY winner, while both cars have 
won the European Car of the Year award.

This was another comparison of  
not-quite equals. In this instance, the 
German contender is a Golf hatch in  
R-Line trim, which is essentially a Highline 
with sports suspension, a mild body kit, 
and interior makeover. It is one of the  
more expensive Golfs ($43,990). 

And from the French, Peugeot’s 
308 Allure, with the promised 1.6-litre 
turbocharged engine ($38,990). This model 
is another that’s high in the line-up but is 
not the most expensive. That would be the 
Allure with the 2.0-litre turbodiesel engine, 
at $42,990. Phase 2 they call this of the  
308 launch, though with much less fanfare 
than when the fabulous wee 1.2-litre three-
cylinder debuted. The 1.6-litre mill is not 
nearly so new.

So what’s the gen with 
these two new models? 
The Golf is essentially a dress-up model, 
in much the same way that S-Line variants 
are sporty upgrades of cooking Audis. 

Compared with the Golf Highline’s $40,750 
the R-Line is $3240 more expensive and 
for that you get privacy glass, sports 
suspension, 18-inch alloys, sports seats 
with racy fabric, stainless pedals, and 
special bumpers, a rear spoiler and sill 
extensions. Evidently the component  
parts cost adds up to over $4000. Tyres  
are by Bridgestone, and appropriately  
for an R-Line are Potenzas.

The Peugeot is simply the same 308 as 
before in Allure trim, only with the familiar 
1.6-litre turbopetrol engine snugged under 
the sculpted bonnet instead of the 2.0-litre 
diesel. Peugeot’s 1.6 is good for 110kW 
at 5000rpm, and 240Nm of torque from 
1400rpm. These are similar output figures 
to the VW Golf (103kW/250Nm) though  
that uses a turbocharged 1.4-litre four.

GOLF
308V 
S



The other primary point of difference 
is that the VW employs a seven-speed 
twin-clutch transmission, whereas the 
Peugeot gets a six-speed automatic. 
Both have manual sequential systems, 
the Peugeot at the lever only, the VW 
with lever and paddles. Peugeot rates 
the 308 1.6 model to hit 100 from zip 
in 8.5sec, VW 8.4sec. On the fuel use 
front, average consumption is quoted 
at 6.5L/100km (CO2 of 150g/km) for 
the Peugeot. That makes it the thirstiest 
of the 308s. By contrast, the Golf is 
said to be good for 5.0L/100km overall, 
with a CO2 figure of 116g/km. That’s 
in part due to idle-stop technology 
which is absent on the Peugeot, its 
lesser displacement, and the seven-
cog gearbox. Both sport lightweight 
underpinnings, the VW with its MQB 
modular platform, the 308 with its EMP2 
architecture. Give or take a kg or two, the 
pair weigh the same, at just over 1300kg.

Spec-wise, the two are also remarkably 
similar. Both sport electronic parking 
brakes, reversing cameras and parking 
sensors, dual zone air conditioning, 
cruise control with speed limiter, and  
rear seat split folding. The VW has trip 
data between the main instruments,  
the Peugeot in the do-everything central 
touch screen. This certainly declutters 
the centre console area. Despite that, 
oddments space is a clear win to the  
VW which even has lined map pockets 
(that are larger and easier to access  
than the 308’s) and a couple of nifty 
hidden drawers within the lower aspect 
of the front seat squabs. The Peugeot  
gets full LED headlight treatment,  
but has vexing dual-stage door locking 
which I couldn’t neuter. Most of the  
time accessing the hatch or rear doors 
was a swear-laden affair. 

Dare to be different 308 features high-mount 
instruments, and anticlockwise tacho. Radical

Normal done well. Less reliance on a touch 
screen, more on buttons for Golf. It works
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How do they go then?
You’d imagine this was a close-run thing, 
with two cars that weigh the same and 
have virtually the same engine outputs. 
In the end, they achieve very comparable 
numbers, but as daily drives they’re quite 
dissimilar. What differentiates them most 
is their gearbox choice. A good seven-
speeder will always beat a six-speeder with 
ordinary software programming, but an 
exceptional seven-speeder is something 
else again. Once underway, the VW’s twin-
clutch tranny is superlative, responsive 
and shifting as fast as you like. While the 
Peugeot’s auto shifts well enough, it’s not 
as responsive by a long shot to kickdown 
as the VW’s, when both are in Drive mode. 
Shift to Sport and it’s more responsive, but 
at 100km/h you’re forever in fifth gear. To 
access top, you need to then move the lever 
to the MS side of the box, and then pull it 

to access top gear. In the VW, you merely 
pull the spring-loaded gearlever to re-select 
Drive mode again, or tap the paddle. 

But it’s the sheer vitality of the VW engine 
and transmission in its normal Drive mode 
that makes it so easy and fun to drive. 
Moreover, it has more tow from low revs, 
hauling away merrily from 1500rpm in town. 
The Peugeot can be driven reasonably in 
normal mode but you need to apply more 
throttle to get it to cooperate. And it ends up 
using more fuel as a result. Sure, it’s quicker 
overall than the wee 1.2 grunter, but by only 
a second on the criteria we use, and it doesn’t 
feel as vibrant. Nor will it be as thrifty overall. 
This pair may be all but identical by the clock 
but not by the seat of the pants where the VW 
is more effortless, more economical. Both 
achieved outstanding stopping distances, 
thanks to their high-end rubber choices, the 
Peugeot just pipping the Golf. Brakes are 
exacting in both cases. 

How do they roll?
Again, it’s the German which gets the upper 
hand when out plying roads made for 
hot hatches. We’ve seldom found any car 
using Bridgestone Potenzas that you’d call 
acceptably quiet over chipseal surfaces, but 
the Golf R-line does an exceptional job of 
rejecting road roar. An average dB reading 
of just 71.8dB compares with the Peugeot’s 
73.3dB on Michelins, a small but audible 
difference. On ride refinement, the Peugeot is 
set up a bit softer, with amazing compliance 
over speed bumps and is more settled around 
town. Out in faster running, however, the 
VW with its firmer suspension settings is a 
class act, with perceptibly less body roll and 
better handling over uneven road surfaces, 
the fully independent rear sorting the bumps 
better. That firmer stance also impacts on 
handling, unsurprisingly. The less roll in 
corners, the better purchase for the tyres, and 

ALL BUT IDENTICAL  
BY THE CLOCK BUT  
NOT BY THE SEAT  
OF THE PANTS



this is evident in less push, better 
maintenance of a line with much 
less tendency to invoke ESP in the 
Golf. The Peugeot with its smaller 
wheel feels to turn into a corner a 
smidge quicker than the VW but 
that’s probably just the smaller 
wheel talking. Liftoff on corner 
entry in the 308 and there’s likely to 
be a touch of independent wheel 
braking in reaction to body roll, 
but no such drama in the more 
controlling, better locked down 
VW. Only don’t try simultaneous 
brake and throttle applications in 
the German car. It is verboten.    

Style and  
sophistication inside
When will car makers ditch 
carpet from the floors and 
hatches of their offerings? Surely, 
there’s some form of rubberised 
plastic that doesn’t attract every 
piece of animal or vegetable 
matter to it and hold it so tight 
a vacuum cleaner can’t dislodge 
it. [Leave the dog at home, 
and eat a pie, pastry is easily 
sucked up – Ed]  In which case 
you need to use about 15-20 
pieces of flypaper to thoroughly 
cleanse a car after vacuuming 
has failed. While we’re at it, why 
can’t someone like 3M come up 

with fly paper that’s actually easy 
to use? Enough of the ranting 
though. [for the readers maybe, 
but not for us stuck in the office, 
the rants are never ending. - Ed]  

Interiors in compact cars are 
now fairly sophisticated, with 
touch screens or some form of 
rotary controller, meaning less 
clutter, but fussier ergos. The 308 
dispenses with head-up display 
by placing the main instruments 
above the wheel. It works, except 
that trip data should also be up 
there, and it is in the VW. 

With its torsion beam set-up 
the Peugeot has extra boot space 
under the hatch, while rear seat 
occupant room is similar, with 
the VW slightly nudging ahead. 

Conclusion
And that’s been pretty much 
the trend in this comparison. 
The VW does enough better to 
edge the Peugeot, though it is 
more expensive. In both ranges 
cheaper options are available. 
We’ve just driven the base 
Peugeot 308 with the 1.2-litre 
engine and it’s a better unit, more 
vibrant and economical than the 
1.6-litre engine. A comparison 
between base Golf and 308 would 
be closer, we believe. At the top 
end though, Golf wins.  

Volkswagen Golf 1.4TSI R-Line

Price $43,990

0-100 km/h 8.38s

80-120 km/h 5.83s (165m)

100-0 km/h 33.52m

Speedo error 96 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 5.0L/100km
C02 output 116g/km
Ambient cabin noise 71.8dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 1395cc
Engine format IL4/DI/T/transverse
Max power 103kW@4500rpm
Max torque 250Nm@1500-3500rpm
Specific output 73.8kW/L
Weight-to-power 13.0kg/KW
Bore x stroke 75.4mm x 80mm 
Compression ratio 10.0:1
Cylinder head dohc/16v/vvt
Gearbox 7-speed twin-clutch
Drivetrain front-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension multilink/sway bar
Turning circle 10.9m (2.75 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs (288mm)
Rear brakes solid discs (272mm)
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/ESP/TC
Tyre size 225/40ZR18
Tyres Bridgestone Potenza
L/W/H/W-B 4255/1790/1452/2637mm
Track 1549/1520mm
Drag coefficient 0.29
Fuel capacity 50L
Luggage capacity 380-1270L
Weight (full tank) 1337kg
Weight distribution 60.2/39.8% (front/rear)
Corner weights 
 

267

253

389

395

Verdict Pips the Peugeot  
by being a bit better in the 
powertrain department, and 
having a superior ride and 
handling mix, though it’s  
more expensive.
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.

Peugeot 308 Allure 1.6

Price $38,990

0-100 km/h  8.34s

80-120 km/h 5.84s (165m)

100-0 km/h 32.82m

Speedo error 97 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 6.5L/100km
C02 output 150g/km
Ambient cabin noise 73.3dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 1598cc
Engine format IL4/DI/T/transverse
Max power 110kW@5000rpm
Max torque 240Nm@1400rpm
Specific output 68.8kW/LL
Weight-to-power 11.9kg/KW
Bore x stroke 77mm x 85.8mm 
Compression ratio 11.0:1
Cylinder head dohc/16v
Gearbox 6-speed auto
Drivetrain front-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension torsion beam
Turning circle 10.4m (2.9 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs
Rear brakes solid discs
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size 225/40ZR18
Tyres Michelin PilotSport 3
L/W/H/W-B 4253/1815/1460/2620mm
Track 1560/1552mm
Drag coefficient 0.28
Fuel capacity 53
Luggage capacity 501L
Weight (full tank) 1313kg
Weight distribution 63.4/36.6% (front/rear)
Corner weights 
 

254

227

405

426

Verdict Despite extra power and torque 
the 1.6-litre engine isn’t the livewire that 
the 1.2-litre triple is. The Allure 1.6 is not 
much quicker and because performance 
needs coaxing it is harder on gas. Bottom 
line? Pick the award-winning 1.2 models.
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.
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THE ULTIMATE 
RETRO MACHINE

Drawing its rich heritage from “90 years of BMW Motorrad”, the BMW RnineT mixes 
the ultimate in retro styling with modern BMW Motorrad performance. The air-cooled 
boxer twin is perfectly suited for this modern café racer, giving you the performance  
and power that you expect from BMW Motorrad. Perfectly suited to customisation,  
with a range of original BMW Motorrad accessories to personalise your RnineT. 
What are you waiting for, check out the RnineT at your BMW Motorrad dealer!!

$25,290 RRPTHE BMW R nineT
CLASSIC ROADSTER WITH A POWERFUL,  
PERSONALISABLE CHARACTER.

Cyclespot Euro
Takapuna
Auckland  
North Shore
09 486 3077

Experience
Motorcycles
Kingsland
Auckland City
09 845 5950

Mount 
Motorcycles
Mount  
Maunganui
07 575 4190

Boyd  
Motorcycles
Hamilton
07 838 1209

Motomart
Wellington
04 589 5106

Avon City
Motorcycles
Christchurch
03 341 3490

BMW Motorrad
New Zealand

bmw-motorrad.co.nz
The Ultimate  

Riding Machine

http://www.bmw-motorrad.co.nz


ne issue ago you read 
about the new Outback 
and here it is again, 
appearing in a different 

diesel guise. In the past it 
would have been a Legacy 

wagon that featured after the 
Outback but that has been discontinued, 
culled because the buying public 
prefers elevated SUVs over conventional 
wagons. We miss it already; being lower 

riding and shod with decent rubber  
it always rounded up the Outback.  
Still, the market is what it is. 

The new Outback therefore has dual 
roles. It must replace Legacy and take on 
conventional SUVs. Outback now costs 
less so that’s a fine start, except for those 
who bought one last year. The wagon 
featured here, powered by the 2.0-litre  
flat-four turbodiesel, now costs $7000  
less than previously, at $47,990. 

It has been reconfigured to handle 
more like a Legacy. Subaru has vastly 
improved its strength – torsional rigidity 
is up by 167 per cent – enhancing both 
handling and ride, and simultaneously 
lowering noise levels. Torque vectoring 
has been added too. It retains its  
213mm ride height, and Geolander 
rubber, features that dominate the 
dynamic landscape. The interior is 
transformed, the hard plastics gone,  

Words Peter Louisson  Photos Tom Gasnier 
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SOMETIMES 
THE SLOW 
BOAT IS A 
BETTER  
BET THAN  
THE FAST 
FERRY. CAN 
THE NEW 
OUTBACK 
WITH ITS 
UPRATED 
2.0-LITRE  
FLAT-FOUR 
DIESEL FOOT  
IT WITH THE 
TWIN-TURBO 
2.2-LITRE 
OILER  
OF THE 
FACELIFTED 
MAZDA6 
WAGON?

and there’s a flash new touchscreen  
and slightly more interior space.

Mazda introduced a facelifted 
version of its medium 6 at much the 
same time. Its predecessor was popular 
because it looked fast, and is, drives 
and rides well and uses sod-all fuel. 
Moreover, it’s available in three different 
grades with three different engines. That 
it was costly because of SkyActiv R&D 
didn’t faze buyers much. 

Lining up the new with the old, you 
have to look hard to tell the differences. 
The smaller fog lights are the giveaway, 
as is privacy glass aft of the B pillar. There 
are also minor headlight differences, 
and a design change for the 19-inch 
alloys. Underneath the sleek Kodo-
styled exterior, there’s a broad range 
of mechanical enhancements, aimed 
mainly at improving driver enjoyment 
and occupant comfort (Mazda claims 

a 2.4dB reduction in cabin noise at 
100km/h). In the modernized interior 
are uprated seats, and more legible  
dials, while an electronic parking brake 
and commander dial are fitted across 
the range. The i-ActiveSense safety 
system gets more functionality, while 
LED headlights perform better. GSX 
variants add blind spot monitoring,  
rear cross traffic alert and forward  
Smart Brake Support.

6VSOUTBACK



Gadgets and guffs
Our drive cars were from opposite ends of the
spectrum. Outback diesel in base format costs
roughly $10k less than the Mazda6 Limited
diesel wagon ($58,245). However, a GSX diesel
wagon goes for $48,995, roughly $1000 more
than the Outback. Or you can opt for the
Outback diesel Premium model which adds
$7000 ($54,990, with an electric sunroof, upgrade
infotainment unit with sat nav, leather trim, easy 
entry, a powered tailgate, LED headlights and the
Eyesight active safety suite).

Active cruise in the Limited works 
a treat, and can even be used in congested 
town running to auto-regulate speed. On the
not-so-great front, the head-up display looks
like a cheap add-on, and for taller drivers the
speed is displayed at the wrong end of the
bonnet. Besides, there’s already a large central 
digital speed readout. Though it doesn’t get 
the high-tech safety gear, we reckon GSX level
at $52k makes best sense. Both models have
spring-loaded split folding systems, producing 
almost flat load spaces. And each offers loads of 
room in the rear for three people. Both share trip
data, digital speed readouts, and tinted windows
aft of the driver. They also have immaculate
5-star ANCAP safety ratings (35.5-M6 and

THE MAZDA IS  
ON THE CASE 

ALMOST INSTANTLY 
WHEREAS THERE’S 

NOTICEABLE  
LAG OFF THE  

LINE WITH  
THE SUBARU

At long last, soft 
plastics in the 
Outback. Subaru 
uses touchscreen 
technology well, 
simplifying interior 
ergonomics. Diesel 
engine feels long in 
the tooth, despite 
an upgrade, and is 
disappointing here.

Mazda takes the 
twirly controller  
route, and 
implements  
it well, not too 
confusing. The 
simple head-up 
display might 
work okay in less 
expensive offerings 
but looks cheap  
in this setting.  
Diesel engine is 
about as good as  
it gets currently.

VS
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36-Outback out of 37 possible points). 
Mazda comes with three years/100,000km 
servicing included, particularly noteworthy 
when buying a diesel.  

Styling suggests 
much….
The Outback still appeals primarily to its 
traditionally biggest market, the US. New 
headlights (eagle-eyed) are an improvement 
on the overblown peepers of its predecessor. 
Styling is still matter of fact against the 
Mazda’s fashion statement, shiny, curvy 
and streamlined. The more upright Subaru
features clever crossmembers incorporated
in its roof rails. These quickly unhinge and 
slot into place, adding luggage versatility. 
And on gear space, figure on 506L before split 
folding in the Mazda, and 512L with 46L more 
underfloor in the Subaru.

The interiors are much closer than they 
ever were, the Outback’s transformed, and 
both are reasonably simple to fathom,
functionally, especially the Subaru’s without a 
twirly controller, using a touchscreen instead. 
Both have multifunction steering wheels.

…and that translates 
to performance
Despite a fairly comprehensive overhaul of its 
2.0-litre flat-four diesel, now EU6 ready, the 
Subaru’s output is unchanged at 110kW and
350Nm, though fuel efficiency improves from 
6.4 to 6.3L/100km. The Mazda mill has extra 
capacity and twice as many turbos, producing 
129kW of power, and 420Nm of torque at 
2000rpm. While it’s Euro5 rated fuel economy 
is a claimed 5.4L/100km overall.

In town both feel effortless from low revs,
the CVT of the Subaru and the six-speed auto
of the Mazda ensuring easygoing progress,
except the Mazda is on the case almost instantly 
whereas there’s noticeable lag off the line with
the Subaru. The haste of the Mazda, taking 
off from stopped like The Flash, highlights the
torpor of the Subaru as it spools up. The 6’s auto 
transmission is a ripper too, quick and smooth. 
Only the Mazda features stop-start technology.

Out of town they’re poles apart. The
Mazda’s weight:torque advantage (3.8kg per
Nm vs 4.8 for the Outback) makes it much 
quicker overall, arriving at 100 in eight seconds
to the Subaru’s 10sec. A similar disparity in 
overtaking times means the Mazda needs 

Mazda’s modern Kodo exterior  
styling  has proven popular. We’re  
not so sure its first attempt at a 
head-up display is such a success. 

6VSOUTBACK
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Subaru Outback Diesel

Price $47,990

0-100 km/h 9.92s 

80-120 7.95s (225m)

100-0 km/h 40.20m

Speedo error 96 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 6.3L/100km
C02 output 165g/km
Ambient cabin noise 70.8dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 1998cc
Engine format Flat four/TDI/longitudinal
Max power 110kW@3600rpm
Max torque 350Nm@1600-2800rpm
Specific output 55.1kW/L
Weight-to-power 15.4kg/kW
Bore x stroke 86mm x 86mm
Compression ratio 15.2:1
Cylinder head dohc/16v
Gearbox CVT
Drivetrain all-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension double wishbone/sway bar
Turning circle 11.0m (2.8 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs
Rear brakes solid discs 
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size 225/65R17
Tyres Yokohama Geolander G98
L/W/H/W-B 4815/1840/1675/2745mm
Track 1570/1580mm
Drag coefficient 0.34
Fuel capacity 60L
Luggage capacity 512-1801L
Weight (full tank) 1695kg
Weight distribution 59.8/40.2% (f/r)
Corner weights 
 

346

327

493

506

Verdict A better Outback mainly  
because of a vastly improved  
interior. However, the diesel feels  
dated, despite a thorough overhaul.  
Go petrol instead.
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by Z Diesel.

Mazda6 Wagon Limited

Price $58,245

0-100 km/h 8.06s

80-120 5.90s (167m)

100-0 km/h 34.15m

Speedo error 96.5 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 5.4L/100km
C02 output 141g/km
Ambient cabin noise 73.5dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 2191cc
Engine format IL4/TTDI/transverse
Max power 129kW@4500rpm
Max torque 420Nm@ 2000rpm
Specific output  58.9kW/L
Weight-to-power 12.4kg/kW
Bore x stroke 86mm x 94mm 
Compression ratio 14.0:1
Cylinder head dohc/16v
Gearbox 6-speed automatic
Drivetrain front-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension multilink/sway bar
Turning circle 11.2m (2.6 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs
Rear brakes solid discs 
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size 225/45R19
Tyres Bridgestone Turanza
L/W/H/W-B 4800/1840/1480/2750mm
Track 1595/1585mm
Drag coefficient 0.26
Fuel capacity 62L
Luggage capacity 506-1648L
Weight (full tank) 1598kg
Weight distribution 60.4/39.6% (f/r)
Corner weights 
 

331

302

473

493

Verdict Still a class act, and  
to drive a way better load lugging 
proposition than an SUV. Diesel 
is reference level. Recent price 
reduction adds to the allure.
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by Z Diesel.

167m of clear road on the
wrong side to the Outback’s 
225m. Because of associated lag 
you need to time your overtake 
more carefully in the Subaru.

The SkyActiv 2.2 is a shining 
beacon of diesel done right.
There’s bulk torque from 
1500rpm and once warmed up
it’s also quiet. Out in the wilds, 
it’s quick even at low revs, in the
2000s, and from 2500-3500 is 
zippy. Up reference hill roads, it 
wasn’t dynamics that grabbed 
attention, but the sheer rate of 
acceleration between corners.
While it can rev out to 5000rpm 
it thrives on moderate engine 
speeds, and we saw no more than
8.5L/100km registered. Under 
similar circumstances the Subaru 
was clocking 9.8L/100km, simply 
because it was working much
harder to keep up. Both vehicles 
easily get into the low fours for 
fuel use when easing back. 

On the braking front, the 
Mazda comes up trumps,
its Turanzas gripping better,
the wagon needing 6m less 
tarmac to come to a stop from
100km/h. Not that the uprated
brakes in the Subaru aren’t an 
improvement but its rubber 
aims to serve dual purposes.

The Subaru gains the
upper hand for road noise, its 
whisper-quiet progress over
chipseal giving it an almost 3db 
advantage, which is audible. That 
said, the Mazda6 is more refined
than it used to be, by -1.5dB.

Corners
coped
There’s not a whole lot between
these two dynamically, which
might seem strange, given the
AWD status of the Subaru, but
the rubber’s the difference. In 
tight going the Mazda is less 
happy, and it’s a touch softer
overall than the Subaru, with
more roll. The 6 is at home in
open corners, and through
bumpy bends there’s actual
steering feedback, unusual 
for an electric helm. The
Subaru’s wheel is quieter, but
also interesting. Body lean is
better contained, so what it 
loses in grip it compensates by 
remaining relatively level and
shuffling power north-south. 
Both of these squeal their
discontent when pushed. The 
Subaru’s inside wheel braking 
with torque vectoring doesn’t
help overcome the ordinary 
grip all that much, though you’d
probably rate it the slightly 
better “cornering weapon” of the
pair. Only, between the corners
the Mazda6 runs away, without 
even trying hard. Be that as it
may, only the AWD Subaru will
cope with any form of off-road
activity, with its raised ride
height, and X-Mode button
optimising traction. If you
contemplate going anywhere
further than a grass verge, you’d 
not consider the Mazda anyway.

So where  
are we at?
The Mazda is sexier, and 
no less practical. While it 
has none of the Outback’s 
off-road ability, it’s more 
road-oriented rubber puts it 
on a reasonably even footing 
for grip against the 4WD of 

the Subaru, at least in the dry. 
Its more modern turbodiesel 
is considerably stronger than 
the flat four of the Outback, 
and thriftier too, because 
you’re not forever up its date. 
If the Subaru diesel isn’t your 
thing, but you’re committed 
to a 4WD wagon, the petrol 
Outbacks are quicker, 
especially the $60k 3.6R.  

THE SKYACTIV 2.2 IS A SHINING BEACON 
OF DIESEL DONE RIGHT. THERE’S 
BULK TORQUE FROM 1500RPM AND 
ONCE WARMED UP IT’S ALSO REFINED
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ou might be surprised to hear 
but Suzuki’s new Alto and Splash 

replacement, the oddly named Celerio, 
has pulled off an unlikely top-rated 

result at the magazine. This is the lightest 
car we’ve tested this century, the manual 
variant weighing in at 833kg fully fuelled. 

It may not be the least expensive new 
car on the market – that would be a Chery – and 
it costs $1000 more than the outgoing Alto but 
then this is the replacement for two cars. Pricing 
is closer to the Alto than the Splash, and that’s as 
it should be given it uses the same 50kW/90Nm 
three-cylinder engine as the smaller car.  
The manual variant you see here costs  
$15,990, the auto $17,500.

Perhaps not such a brag-worthy claim for 
Celerio: it’s the least powerful car on the market, 
succumbing to the likes of Mirage, Picanto, 
and the recently departed Citigo. It also has 
the smallest wheels of any car, matching the 
base Picanto’s 14-inch rims. At least these are 
alloys, and not plastic over steel, like Alto’s. The 

tyres are also meatier than those on the former 
Suzuki, up from 155 to 165/65R14s.   

Because of its weight, it’s far from the slowest 
thing we’ve tested, though helping is a manual 
transmission. When we last drove an auto 
example of Alto in 2009 it needed 17sec to reach 
100. This needed only 13.4sec. We imagine the 
CVT is about as quick.

Turning to other aspects, you may be 
wondering, as did we, about the car’s name and 
it turns out that it has little to do with carbo-
poor vegetables, and more to do with a ‘celestial 
river’. A pity the styling isn’t quite as heavenly. 
Think practical here. 

And economical. Suzuki championed Alto’s 
fuel use but they say Celerio’s is even better. We 
put little stock in economy run figures, produced 
as they are at sub-Campervan pace, but for the 
record a local econo-meister, Don Anderson, 
massaged 3.4L/100km (83.1mpg) out of a 
manual variant, which has a quoted extra-urban 
figure of 4.1L/100km (and that’s what we got at 
legal motorway speeds). 

Suzuki Celerio

Price $15,990

0-100 km/h 13.37s

80-120 km/h 11.03s (313m)

100-0 km/h 36.44m

Speedo error 93 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 4.7L/100km
C02 output 108g/km
Ambient cabin noise 72.3dB@100km/h
Engine capacity 998cc
Engine format IL3/transverse
Max power 50kW@6000rpm
Max torque 90Nm@3500rpm
Specific output 50.1kW/L
Weight-to-power 16.7kg/kW
Bore x stroke 73mm x 79.5mm
Compression ratio 11.0:1
Cylinder head dohc/12v
Gearbox 5-speed manual
Drivetrain front-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension torsion beam
Turning circle 9.4m (3.5 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs
Rear brakes drums
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size 165/65R14
Tyres Bridgestone Ecopia EP150
Wheelbase 2425mm
L/W/H 3600/1600/1540mm
Track 1420/1410mm
Fuel capacity 35L
Luggage capacity 254-726L
Weight (full tank) 833kg
Weight distribution 61.4/38.6% (front/rear)
Corner weights 
 

159

163

251

261

Verdict Take the best bits of Alto and Splash 
and you have Celerio. Superb visibility, great 
turning circle and nippy in town, it takes 
to the open road with relish and surprising 
competence. Thrifty and well priced too. 
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.

Light is Right
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It’s hard enough in the real world matching 
lab test fuel ratings but for what it’s worth the 
manual version has a combined fuel efficiency 
figure of 4.7L/100km, only one-tenth different 
from the CVT version (4.8). Anderson mentions 
that outside of hybrids, Celerio is “arguably 
the most economical petrol car sold in New 
Zealand”. Perhaps without research it is, but 
the Picanto ISG is rated at 4.3L/100km and 
Citroen claims its C3 Seduction will return 
4.6L/100km on average. 

I think what’s more to the point is that the 
Celerio is “8.3 per cent more economical” than 
the auto Alto, primarily because it’s lighter 
than that car by roughly 50kg, despite being 
bigger all round. You can expect pretty decent 
fuel use from your new Celerio, regardless of 
transmission chosen and grade of gas. The fuel 
gauge only moved off full after 110km. 

We also drove the car out of town, as  
you do, and in the wet and dry it felt like two 
different vehicles. The Ecopia rubber didn’t 
seem to provide exactly stellar front end 
grip in the wet. But as the road dried out, 
a different more riotous persona emerged. 
Celerio proved plenty entertaining, following 
a line in determined fashion. When it ran 
wide just dialling in more lock did the trick. 
Its ride is more sophisticated than you’d 
imagine too, and it’s rather quiet. Suspension 
is based on Swift mechanicals so perhaps 
that explains its competence. Far from 
overwhelmed by jaunts into the country, it 
cruises quietly at an easy indicated 110 which 
is actually 102 according to the VBox. With 
not a lot of power or torque on hand you 
don’t want to spare the horses, so revs are 
best kept above about 3500 out of town. Still, 
its lightweight shift mechanism is up for that 
and five gears proved sufficient.

In town is where it’s best, as you might 
expect, a huge glasshouse making visibility 
exemplary. At just 3.6m in length, and with a 
turning circle of 9.4m you can snick it into tight 
parking spots no problem. A taller friend tested 
the back seat area and was surprised by the 
space, increased as a result of a 65mm stretch 
in wheelbase. There are only seatbelts for two 
mind. Luggage capacity is pretty decent, at 
254-726L, split folding a two-tier affair. That’s 
more than Swift can offer. 

Aside from spec already mentioned, the 
Celerio gets trip data, air conditioning, a USB 
connection, steering wheel controls for phone 
and Bluetooth, central locking, six airbags 
and ESP. The model Kiwis and Aussies get, 
built in Thailand, has six airbags and seatbelt 
reminders, and consequently gets a four-star 
ANCAP safety rating. A brake issue in the UK 
discovered soon after its launch was promptly 
fixed, and the car slows and stops well, another 
benefit of light weight.

Mirage 1.2 auto matches Celerio on price, 
roughly, and has a five-star ANCAP rating, but 
it’s nice to have the option of manual or CVT in 
the Suzuki which also has more occupant and 
luggage space. Celerio is proof positive, as is more 
were needed, that light is right. They should have 
called it Hilario. –Peter Louisson  

There’s something 
charming about 
an uncomplicated 
interior, despite a 
sea of hard plastics. 
Shift mechanism  
is light and quick
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R
ight now there are spy shots doing 
the rounds of the next E-Class 
undergoing testing prior to its 
unveiling some time next year. 
Meantime, there’s extra incentive 
to purchase the current model as 

new Night Edition variants of the sedan, coupe 
and cabriolet have become available. There’s 
upwards of $20k worth of upgrades added, 
at no extra cost. We drove an E 400 Coupe to 
check out what was on offer. 

The Night Edition incorporates the Vision 
Package (panoramic tilt and slide sunroof 
with electric blind, 360-degree camera, and 
Harman Kardon Logic 7 sound system) along 
with the AMG Sport PLUS package (19-inch 
AMG alloys, three-spoke D-shaped leather-
clad AMG sports wheel, a body kit, leather 
upholstery with red stitching, vibrant red seat 
belts – deletion of which is possible! – sports 
pedals, aluminium trim, dynamic handling 
package, and AMG floor mats).

The Dynamic Handling Package consists 
of continuous adaptive damping, applicable 
across Sport and Comfort modes. Rounding out 
the Night Edition is a Nappa leather finish for 
the instrument panel, metallic paint and “night 
styling” in which key external design elements are 

finished in black. The AMG wheels are part black, 
part polished for that contrasting look. Finally, 
and appropriately for the Night Edition, there are 
heated front seats for those cold nights out. 

The price for the E 400 Coupe Night Edition 
is $131k, the same as for a regular E 400 Coupe. 
Mercedes adds that this is a special offer 
available for a short time only, and there are 
necessarily limited numbers available. If you 
can’t quite stretch to the E 400, there are also  
E 250 and the E 250 CDi Night Edition versions 
available, both costing $114k. But it’s probably 
worth the extra for the E 400 for this is equally 
a Knight Edition.

Why do we say this? It reminds strongly 
of the incoming C 450 AMG, using the same 
3.0-litre biturbo engine, though it’s not quite 
as stroppy both in terms of output and sound. 
Still, the E 400 Coupe is comfortably quicker 
than the lesser 250 variant, pulling wildly from 
3000rpm and over. Even on chipseal it made 
it to 100 just shy of its quoted time (5.4sec vs 
5.2sec) and overtaking is completed quickly, 
efficiently. It’s significantly quicker than an  
E 400 sedan. Brakes, once they get a bit of heat 
in them, are more than up to the task. 

On winding roads where you can stretch 
the E 400’s legs, you can get a great flow going 

PORTER
NIGHT

E 
4 
0 
0
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ABOVE - Gorgeous polished 
and black alloys not so fun 
to clean. LEFT - Thin strips 
of red stitching on black 
background a sporty look. 
RIGHT - Red belts some 
might find a bit much.
They’re easily deleted.
BELOW - Flash in black but 
not so much after it rains

as the body weight is roughly apportioned 
50:50 (front end grip is superb), the rubber is 
excellent (ContiSportContact5Ps), the steering 
quick and well weighted, and you can left foot 
brake into corners with the right foot gently 
on the gas, ready and spooled for a speedy 
exit. Actually, there’s sod-all turbo lag in the 
E 400 anyway, as is apparent at stop-start 
intersections; you’re quickly up and away. In 
town it purrs with purpose from 1500rpm.

The E-Class may seem dated on the inside 
compared with the newer C-Class, there being 
just three transmission modes to fiddle with, 
two if you exclude Manual mode, given there 
are paddles you can activate any time. E for 
Economy powertrain mode works fine most of 
the time, but there’s more pep online with Sport 
mode, great for attacking more interesting back 
roads. And on the other side of the shift lever is 
the button to scroll between Comfort and Sport 
modes for the suspension. The latter can be too 
much of a good thing, best reserved for smooth 
sections of ribbon roads. Comfort is often the 
better choice, given there’s continuous adaptive 
damping to keep things locked down. Point to 
point, this car can hustle. 

We mentioned the Night Edition bits and 
bobs but there’s a host of other gear that’s both 

handy and reassuring, like self-parking with 
sonar aids each end and reversing camera, 
LED lights, dual zone air, a collision avoidance 
system with active cruise control, and blind spot 
monitoring. Being a two-door the safety belts 
can be a bit of a stretch but here it’s no bother 
thanks to belt presenters up front. There’s also 
comfort entry –the wheel raises to facilitate 
entry and exit – and touch pad locking.

Taller drivers may feel slightly 
claustrophobic  – the sunroof culls headroom 
and the seats don’t quite plumb the depths – 
but otherwise the driving position is designed 
for sports, with generous lateral seat bolstering 
and the opportunity to brace both knees. 

Being a coupe there’s not a whole lot of 
room in the back seat area, accessed via 
powered sliding front seats, but a couple of kids 
or two adults not too long of shanks shouldn’t 
feel hard done by. The HK audio system has a 
dedicated iPod input so you can always drown 
out the moaning. 

While this may not be the newest kid on the 
block, the engine is and will carry over to the 
next generation E-Class so it’s not like this will be  
instantly outmoded. Moreover, buying something 
in run-out is considered the smart way of 
upgrading, for good reason. - Peter Louisson   

Mercedes-Benz E 400 Coupe

Price $131,000

0-100 km/h 5.38s 

80-120 km/h 3.39s (95.5m)

100-0 km/h 33.04m

Speedo error 96 at an indicated 100km/h
Claimed fuel use 7.5L/100km 
C02 output 174g/km 
Ambient cabin noise 72.2dB@100km/h 
Engine capacity 2996cc 
Engine format V6/DI/TT/longitudinal
Max power 245kW@5250-6000rpm
Max torque 480Nm@1400-4000rpm
Specific output 81.8kW/L 
Weight-to-power 7.3kg/kW 
Bore x stroke 88mm x 82.1mm
Compression ratio 10.5:1
Cylinder head dohc/24v
Gearbox 7-speed auto
Drivetrain rear-wheel drive
Front suspension Mac strut/sway bar
Rear suspension Multilink/sway bar
Turning circle 11.15m (2.25 turns)
Front brakes ventilated discs 
Rear brakes ventilated discs
Stability systems ABS/EBD/BA/TC/ESP
Tyre size f-235/35ZR19,  r-255/30ZR19
Tyres Continental ContiSportContact5P
Wheelbase 2760mm 
L/W/H 4703/1786/1397mm
Track 1538/1541mm
Drag coefficient 0.25
Fuel capacity 66L
Luggage capacity 450L
Weight (full tank) 1784kg
Weight distribution 53.5/46.5% (front/rear) 
Corner weights 
 

415

404

467

475

Verdict The E 400 is the pick of the  
E-Class Coupe range given its turn  
of speed and surprising fuel efficiency. 
Biturbo V6 displays little lag, bags of  
torque, and makes for an easy, quick drive. 
Night Edition adds sports cred and lots  
of extras at no added cost.
Rating  

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.

new zealand autocar     79subscribe online at www.mags4gifts.co.nz/autocar



ZIPPIER NEXUS 
exus is busy ramping up the models it 
offers here to counter the burgeoning 
number of niche products coming from 

its trio of German competitors. 
Four years ago, there were 20 

Lexus models to buy. Nowadays there are 45, 
ranging in price from $50k to $262k. 

Recently the NX range has more than 
doubled in size with the introduction of four 
turbocharged variants. Previously pricing 
started with an eight, and now it’s down into 
the sevens, but actually the saving over the 
least expensive 300h is only a couple of grand. 

Behind the expanded range is the 
memorably named 8AR-FTS engine, the first 
petrol turbocharged mill from Lexus, and 
also the first turbocharged Atkinson Cycle 
engine. Special features include a twin-scroll 
turbo, dual injection (both port and direct) 
and a fairly trick variable valve timing system 
that lets the switch between Atkinson and 
Otto cycle. There’s also stop-start technology, 
so in theory there should be pretty decent 
economy overall (7.7L/100km quoted 
combined figure). Hit it and you’ll see double 
that but single figures are certainly possible. 

Certainly performance gets a proper 
seeing to, despite running with an old-school 
six-speed auto. The hybrids aren’t quick and 
even the F-Sport version of the NX300h takes 
roughly 10sec to get to highway speeds. But 
then the F-Sport aspect is more about Flash 
than Fast. Not so for the NX200 range though. 
Even the slowest of the four new offerings, the 
base front-drive model featured here, hustles 
to a hundred in a bit over seven seconds – 
we measured it at 7.5sec – making it more a 
performer than an eco-warrior. Town running 
is fuss-free in normal D mode, while Sport 
raises its heckles appropriately. 

Dynamically, the ride is more interesting 
than the handling which is, at best, composed, 
given as the base model featured here is driven 
from the front wheels only. Being a heavy 
(ish; 1740kg) high riding vehicle, tackling hill 
roads in the rain is not its forte. The three other 
offerings, all four-wheel drive, would offer a 
better balance of performance, handling and 
style but at a price ($85k and higher). 

That said, you do get an impressively 
well laden vehicle for the money ($79,900). 
Those not really into the size or expense 

of the RX SUV ($89,990 to $123,990) might 
well be drawn to the smaller and more 
aggressively styled NX range, which tops 
out at around $95k for the F-Sport and 
Limited variants.

Even in the base model, little is left 
out, save for the advanced safety offerings 
reserved for the loftier models, and 
these are cost options anyway. While 
the ‘leather’ is faux (NuLuxe) there’s a 
smart key, comfort entry, paddle shifters, 
dual zone air, alarm, powered seats with 
heaters, a hill holder, reversing camera 
(no sonar), privacy glass, and a powered 
rear door (it’s slow though). Most lights are 
LEDs, and there are eight airbags. There’s 
also sat nav, split folding, and the latest 
Lexus Remote Touch Interface. 

Most competitors are smaller, diesel or 
AWD, except the less expensive XC60 T5 
Luxury which is a better steer, quicker and 
has an eight speed auto. Or maybe the sexier, 
though smaller but similarly priced 4WD 
Evoque SI4. Those drawn to the aggressive 
NX styling likely as not will be willing to pay 
the extra for 4WD. –Peter Louisson  

The Stats
MODEL Lexus NX200t 2WD
PRICE $79,900
ENGINE 1998cc, IL4, DI/T, 
175kW@4800-5600rpm, 
350Nm@1650-4000rpm
TRANSMISSION 6-speed  
auto, front-wheel drive
VITALS 0-100km/h 7.46sec, 
7.7L/100km,  
178g/km, 1740kg
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J
ust as there’s now an R-Line version of 
the Golf, so too the Tiguan 2WD. There’s 
already an R-Line version of the 4WD 
Tiguan, but it’s appropriate for the base 
model as well since it’s all but as quick as 
the all-paw TSI version and fair spanks 

the TDI model. That’s because the base version 
gets the stroppy wee 1.4-litre twincharger engine, 
its supercharger and turbo combining for outputs 
of 110kW and 240Nm from 1750rpm. A base 2WD 
with the Comfort pack costs $44,990 which adds 
dual-zone climate air, and parking sonar along with 
a self-parking function, a better stereo plus a rear 
view camera. The vehicle featured here, the R-Line 
Tiguan, gets the Comfort pack bits and more (sports 
suspension, better lower profile rubber, special 
bumpers, side sills in body colour, side strips in 
matte chrome, black wheel arch flares and a roof 
spoiler), all for only $1500 more. There’s more too, for 
the interior gets special upholstery with the R-Line 
logo in the headrests, metal and rubber pedal caps, 
aluminium scuff plates, black headlining and a 
leather-bound multifunction wheel.

The R-Line version adds a bit of spice to Tiguan. 
The twincharger engine is energetic, giving the 
1550kg Tiggy a decent shove along. The latest 
model is no faster than before – a sprint time of 
9.3sec is as advertised – but the performance is 
quite easy to extract. Simply pull the lever back 
from D to S and the transmission holds revs longer 
before upshifting. Once you’re up to speed, shift 
back to D again, to access sixth for best economy. 
It’s rated at 7.1L/100km overall, but if you let rip 
expect to see double that. However it is speedy, 
especially at revs above 3500rpm out in  

the wilds. Back on the motorway and it will loaf 
along at 100km/h using around 2000rpm and just 
under 6.0L/100km. It’s quiet too, the supercharger 
only really audible when going for gold. 

The sports suspension upgrade enhances 
competence no doubt, with little roll and a nice 
flow through hill roads, aided by independent 
wheel braking. The downside is a rather firmer 
ride than we recall. It’s quiet though. The Dueler 
Sport rubber does a decent job. 

Noteworthy features include decent brakes, nice 
seat comfort, children’s traytables in the rear, and a 
reasonable level of fitout, albeit without any of the 
more modern active safety features. Even so, it’s 
5-star EuroNCAP rated. Luggage space of 470L is 
nothing special but the split folding system sees the 
squabs move forward and down as the seat backs 
flop over, leaving an almost flat 1510L load space. 

Cost options include adaptive damping 
($2250), a bi-xenon active headlight upgrade 
($3000), a sliding glass sunroof ($2500), heated 
leather sports seats ($4000), keyless entry and 
pushbutton start system ($1000) and a Dynaudio 
eight-channel sound system upgrade ($1500). 

In this absurdly competitive area and at this 
price point there’s a heap of crossover choice, but 
nothing else will have a twincharger engine and 
six-speed twin-clutch tranny, both of which work 
well and continue to make the ageing Tiguan 
desirable. –Peter Louisson  

 REFLASHED
The Stats
MODEL VW Tiguan  
TSI 2WD R-Line
PRICE $46,490
ENGINE 1390cc, DI/T/SC, 
110kW@5800rpm,  
240Nm@1750rpm
TRANSMISSION 6-speed  
twin-clutch, front-wheel drive
VITALS 9.35sec 0-100km/h,  
7.1L/100km, 164g/km, 1550kg

TIGUAN 
  REFLASHED
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N
ot only is the Lexus model 
range growing rapidly, so is 
its alphanumerical naming 
convention. It won’t be long 
before a comma is required 

on certain boot lids. The RC 350 F-Sport 
is the big badge on the little brother of 
the younger cousin of the Lexus king, also 
known as the LFA. I haven’t driven the LFA, 
although I was offered a ride alongside 
a Toyota NZ approved driver. I politely 
declined. It would have been like watching 
someone else eat caviar. 

So how much glow from the LFA’s 
halo has fallen on the RC 350 F? 
Sitting behind the wheel the family 
resemblance shines brightly courtesy 
of an LFA-style display which changes 
colour with the various driving modes. 
The car itself is a properly sporty looking 
coupe, the bonnet line leaving no doubt 
as to where the engine sits. The F-Sport 
brings a sprinkling of sports-orientated 
grilles and vents, rather than the flurry 
found on the V8-powered RC-F.

The underpinnings are a mash up; 
the front two thirds are IS while the GS 
donates the tail. Its 3.5-litre V6 is a version 

of a unit used in some 30 different Toyota, 
Lexus and Lotus automobiles. Designed 
by Frankenstein it might be, but the end 
result is no horror. The only scary aspect 
of it all is the super-sized grille. It’s the 
main act of the F-Sport show which,  
along with the LFA-aping display, also 
includes adaptive suspension, sports 
seats and 19-inch alloys. The overt styling 
and sporty flourishes are its point of 
difference up against the faster and  
more subtle BMW 435i. 

But forget the aggressive styling, 
because the RC’s biggest asset is its 
Lexus-ness. The RC does shush better 
than it does racetrack push. It almost feels 
criminal to select the firmer suspension 
settings and eschew the quiet, cosseting 
environment that Lexus has perfected.

It’s not all show however. That V6 can 
shift the RC rather impressively. You have 
to be firm though as the default Eco mode 
leaves the RC feeling like it’s wrapped up 
in bed on a chilly Sunday morning, and 
the thought of going for a run is the last 
thing on its mind. Once the super smooth 
eight-speed auto is coaxed from its 
slumber - with a hefty right boot - it turns 

out to be a class sprinter. The real world 
package feels greater than the sum of 
the 233kW/378Nm parts, shifting 1680kg 
admirably. Notably, at no stage does the 
engine feel overstretched, remaining sweet 
and creamy with just a touch of synthetic 
aggression delivered into the cabin.

It will play on the turns too, with 
quicker steering (another F-Sport feature) 
which offers an impressive amount of 
tactile feedback. When set to Sport, the 
chassis doesn’t lose its dignity. Smooth 
in fact remains the catchword. There is 
genuine balance and poise to the way it 
deals with more challenging conditions. 
Anything I asked from it on the road, it 
dealt with, though I treated it more like  
a sporting coupe than a sports car. 

That wasn’t an apology, rather a 
declaration. The RC is a luxury coupe, 
with sporting capability. At $122,500 
the 350-F Sport is the sweet spot in 
the RC range. It’s not as quick as the 
RC-F – but it’s also not as overwrought 
from a styling point of view. Possibly 
the best way to sum it up is that it feels 
completely Lexus, whatever that means 
nowadays. – Shaun Summerfield  

The Stats
MODEL Lexus  
RC 350 F Sport
PRICE $122,500
ENGINE 3456cc, V6/DI,  
233kW@6400rpm, 
378Nm@4800rpm
TRANSMISSION 8-speed 
auto, rear-wheel drive
VITALS 6.3sec 0-100km/h, 
9.4L/100km,  
226g/km, 1680kg

the Lexus waySport
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he horse paddock in 
the Cardrona Valley has 

been turned into a paddock 
of horsepower as 108 Race to 
the Sky vehicles are fettled for 
another run up the 14.5km 
gravel road. At least I think it 

was horses that left the gifts which 
nestled amongst million dollar race 
machinery. The rabbits have been 
here too, ankle twisting burrows all 
over the place. It’s still bearing the 

brown tinge from another hot dry 
central Otago summer. However, 
it’s not the rabbits or horses that 
everyone is talking about, but rather 
a bloke called Possum. 

Twelve years after the tragic 
accident which claimed the life of 
Peter ‘Possum’ Bourne, his presence 
remains strong. His son, Spencer, 
has come to present the trophy, a 
miniature of the statue which for 
several years stood over the Race to 

the Sky course. The monument now 
stands in his home town of Pukekohe, 
and it’s a part of Race to the Sky which 
was lost forever when the event 
finished it’s decade long run in 2007.  

Standing outside his tent, and 
looking slightly out of place is Tony 
Quinn. He’s the reason the world’s 
longest gravel hill climb has returned. 
I get the feeling he would rather be 
standing beside his McLaren GT3 racer 
at the more familiar surrounds of his 

THE RACE TO THE  
SKY, THAT IS. AFTER 
EIGHT LONG YEARS, 
THE SOUND OF 
HORSEPOWER AGAIN 
RUNG OUT THROUGH 
THE CARDRONA 
VALLEY AS MAN 
PITTED HIMSELF 
AGAINST MOUNTAIN 
AND 14.5KM OF 
TWISTING GRAVEL. 
SUMMERFIELD WAS 
THERE TO TAKE  
IN THE ACTION
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own Highlands Park circuit on the other side 
of the mile-high Pisa Range. And it turns out 
I’m right. The usually confident Scot says 
quietly, “You know I’m scared of heights?” 
I’m waiting for the grin and the punch line, 
but it doesn’t come. “I hate heights, I really 
struggle. It took me three years to go up the 
Remarkables’ ski road. So up the top of this 
road I get a really sick stomach.”

It’s not like you can feel sorry for him 
though for this is all his own doing. Not only 
has Quinn brought back the Race to the Sky, 
but he’s entered one of the most powerful 
cars to ever race for overall honours. Forget 
his vertigo; try the nightmares young 
children are likely to get from standing too 
close to his hillclimb special. Looking like a 
cross between a Ford Focus and something 
from 1970’s sci-fi series ‘Logan’s Run’, the 
‘Monster Tamer’ built by Pace Innovations is 
a 600kW beast powered by a twin-turbo V6 
from a Nissan GT-R. 

To his credit, Quinn is doing a decent 
job after leaping in at the deep end. When 
I bump into him after his third run up the 
mountain, the grin is back, “I’ve taken a 
minute and a half off my first time, so I’m 
pretty stoked. But getting to the top is still 
very relieving, I’m telling you.”

The top is a long way off for Nobuhiro 
‘Monster’ Tajima; after the popular eight-
time winner suffers a spectacular accident 
near the bottom of the mountain. After three 
cautious runs on the first day, he was ready 

for full-attack in the qualifying run on the 
Sunday morning. Just over a minute into his 
run, on the fastest part of the track, his Super 
86’s engine cover came loose. The giant rear 
wing followed, leaving him out of control at 
230km/h. Monster walked away from the 
accident, but the car was a wreck. 

What followed was, for me personally, 
as memorable as the crash itself. Straight 
after the 64-year-old jumped out of the 
ambulance having being given the medical 
all-clear, he went straight to the table at the 
front of his garage and signed autographs 
for nearly an hour. The whole time he never 
stopped smiling, even when he told me “ I’m 
okay, but (I have) a broken heart.”

“But you’re still smiling?” 
“Yeah, because there are a lot of fans here, 

I’m happy. I’ll be back next year, maybe in 
(an) Electric Vehicle.”

The race too will be back next year, in fact 
Quinn has signed a lease to hold the race in 
Cardrona for the next decade. This is music 
to the ear’s of ‘Rocket’ Ron Kirkman (and no, 
not everybody has a WWE-style nickname), 
who has never missed a Race to the Sky 
on his now 149kW Super Quad. Although 
by the time Quinn’s lease is up Rocket Ron 
will be 88 years old. One of the event’s true 
characters, Kirkman had been testing new 
tyres on his local beach in the build-up to 
the race’s comeback. “I’ve badly wanted to 
come back, for the challenge, me and the 
mountain, every corner says I hate you and 

you’ve got to beat it. You just keep saying ‘I’m 
going to beat you, you bugger’.”

The Rocket’s Honda produces 44kW 
more than Ian Ffitch’s Super Quad. Still, with 
seven-class wins, the gold-coloured machine 
complete with wings which flip up under 
brakes, is the king of the hill from a local 
point of view. Ffitch admits he has toyed 
with adding a bit more grunt. “We’ve talked 
about turbos and superchargers for the past 
few years. But how much is too much when 
you’re only two-wheel drive? I’m getting 
wheel-spin all the way already, so is there 
any point in wheel-spinning twice as fast?”

The North Cantabrian can clearly handle 
a Quad bike; 37 national titles are testament 
to that. He remains the fastest Kiwi from 
the opening run through to the final blast 
on Sunday afternoon. His 8m35sec time is 
good enough for third overall, but it’s being 
handed that Possum Bourne trophy for the 
second time that means the most. Ffitch tells 
me that his motivation is a conversation with 
Possum back in 2001 when the rally great 
described his winning run as his perfect 
drive, “You can never say you’ll get it 100%, 
but trying to get as near as possible is what 
keeps you going.”

 For much of the weekend the overall 
honours look like heading across the 
Tasman, as Brett Hayward’s $45,000 home-
built buggy topped the time sheets. A Race 
to the Sky regular, Hayward’s supercharged 
Hayabusa engine produces 298kW. He 

A
C

B
D

A - Looking like something from Logan’s Run, it’s Quinn in his Monster Tamer. B - Possum’s son, Spencer, presents Ian Ffitch with the Possum Bourne Memorial 
Trophy as the fastest New Zealander. C - Rocket Ron Kirkman still has a perfect attendance record at the Race to the Sky. D - Hayward’s home-built buggy.
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reckons there’s more power on tap, but he 
doubts the 5.4metre long chain which delivers 
drive to the front wheels could take any more 
grunt. The chain looks like it comes from a 
50-year-old hay baler, and does as good a 
job at turning spectators’ heads as it does 
the front wheels. Hayward said the buggy got 
plenty of attention from the competition. 
“Monster sent some of his crew to ask me why 
the car is so fast...now that’s humbling.”

However, even Hayward was humbled by 
Alister McRae, the brother of the late World 
Rally Champion Colin and a pretty handy WRC 
driver in his own right. McRae was invited 
to drive the Subaru Impreza which Possum 
claimed victory with in 2001. There was 
something quite special about seeing McRae 
written on the side of a Sooby.

Still the dream combination didn’t have 
a dream run during the weekend. After 

dazzling in his first ever drive in the Vantage 
Impreza, he was left playing bridesmaid to 
Hayward going into the deciding run. At one 
stage he was in doubt of even making the 
run for the podium after blowing his engine 
late in the final qualifying session. 

The Possum Bourne Motorsport crew 
(who else?) fitted the spare boxer unit, and 
despite being reduced to ‘just’ 559kW he 
was able to deliver the winning time of 
8’17. McRae summed up the experience 
with one word, “Perfect!”

Quinn meanwhile almost got to grips  
with the ‘Monster Tamer’ and maybe even 
that altitude aversion. Finishing 12th overall, 
he has been won over by the 1050m climb.  
“If you asked me four days ago what I thought 
of this, I would have said it’s all too hard. 
But today I love it. It was the best day in 
motorsport I’ve had for a very long time.”  

G

I
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F

E - Hawkeswood’s buggy and a big drop behind. F - McRae sliding Possum’s rally car. G - And again. H - What was left of Tajima’s Super 86 engine cover  
after he rolled. I - But he was quickly back in action signing posters for the fans. J - Winners are grinners they say, McRae flanked by Hayward and Ffitch.
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THE  
MARK GILBERT, 

THE FORMER 
MANAGING 

DIRECTOR OF 
BMW NZ, IS NOW 

INVOLVED IN  
JUST ABOUT 

EVERY SECTOR  
OF LAND 

TRANSPORT.  
PAUL OWEN  

TALKS TO HIM 
ABOUT ELECTRIC 

VEHICLES, 
MOTORCYCLE 

SAFETY, AND HIS 
MEMBERSHIP 

ON THE BOARD 
OF AUCKLAND 

TRANSPORT

W
hen head honchos of 
New Zealand motor 
distributors retire, they 
usually practice their 
golf swings or chase 

trout through the crystal-clear pools 
of central North Island rivers. Neither 
recreational scenario appears to have 
been an option for the former managing 
director of BMW NZ, Mark Gilbert, who 
now wears titles like director, board 
member, and chairman for a plethora 
of land transport-related non-profit 
organisations. Among other interests, 

Gilbert sits on the board of Auckland 
Transport, and is chair of both the 
Motorcycle Safety Council and Drive 
Electric – a non-profit organisation 
seeking to encourage more road users to 
adopt electric vehicles. 

A 95-minute interview with him 
therefore encompasses many subjects, 
and several are possibly worthy of 
a feature story on their own merits. 
However there is a single theme 
 that brings them all together here: 
Gilbert is absolutely passionate about 
making our personal transportation 

Photos Tom Gasnier / Supplied 
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TRANSPORTER
more efficient and safer,  
as well as less destructive  
to our environment.

He credits his former 
employer with having an 
influence on such thinking:

“Working for them over 
many years, I gained an 
understanding that BMW 
has always done more than 
just make cars. For example, I’ve seen them 
identifying traffic flows and developing 
road markers that will make those 
flows more efficient. BMW has a deep 

appreciation of other 
areas of transport. 

“All the experience 
that working for BMW 
gave me is now being 
applied to my present 
interests. I’ve always 
considered that the 
motor industry is a young 
person’s game and that 

those at executive level need to make 
way for younger heads to take over. I’ve 
been lucky to secure some interesting 
directorships (since leaving BMW NZ). 

Each organisation has its own DNA and 
issues, and they stretch and challenge me.  
It’s been absolutely the best thing for me.”

Of the organisations he is presently 
involved in, Auckland Transport has 
attracted the most media attention. AT has 
$16 billion of assets to manage, including 
7300km of roads, 105,000 street lights, 536 
sets of traffic lights, and no less than 1600 
bus shelters. With Auckland’s population 
predicted to reach two million over the 
next 15 years, the need to develop a more 
efficient transport system for the city has 
stimulated much public debate recently. 

Power-cos have a vestedPower-cos have a vested
interest in pushing EVsinterest in pushing EVs
and so they are tricklingand so they are trickling
out charging infrastructureout charging infrastructure
around the place. Gilbertaround the place. Gilbert
wants us to plug in nowwants us to plug in now
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A poll conducted by the Auckland City 
Council to identify future infrastructure 
developments and ways of funding them 
has just closed, with many respondents 
preferring large-scale developments funded 
through the implementation of road 
tolls and regional petrol taxes. Is this an 
approach that Gilbert personally supports? 

 “AT doesn’t have access to endless 
millions and millions of dollars. We 
thought that we had $830 million (to spend 
on new infrastructure) but it’s just been cut 
to $730 million. So we’re constantly looking 
to refine and review and we’ve got to get 
the balance right. Everyone in Auckland 
has a view on what needs to be prioritised 
and when. Some say AT is anti roads, some 
say we are anti public transport. The fact 
is we are agnostic about modes - we are 
however anti congestion. 

“My private view is that road tolling is 
inevitable, but there needs to be a review 
on how the fee is collected. For example, 
more could come from tolling and less 
from fuel taxes, or the collection bases 
could be different. I feel that it’s a great 
opportunity to revisit petrol and diesel. 

The time is right for tolling with the 
introduction of an alternative fuel.”

This is a timely segue into his work 
with Drive Electric. So how has the 
conversion of New Zealand road users 
to electric vehicles been going?

“If we had more models of electric 
vehicles on sale here, there’d be a lot more 
understanding of their benefits. We want 
people to look at EVs in the same way that 
they currently look at petrol cars. There are 
just 487 EVs on the road here at present, and 
they comprise just 0.3 per cent of the fleet. 
In Norway, EVs comprise 21 per cent of the 
fleet as there are a lot more models available. 
We’ve got a huge opportunity for New 
Zealand to become energy-independent.

“Carbon 
issues here 
are either 
agriculture- or 
transport-related, 
and we’re never 
going to fix the 
cows. Electricity 
motivates just 
0.1 per cent of 

our transportation at present in a country 
that generates 80 per cent of its energy 
from renewable sources. So we’ve got to 
look at how EVs can change our landscape. 
Perhaps we should start by looking at 
electricity in terms more comparable to 
fossil fuels. The bottom line is that ‘a litre of 
electricity’ costs just 30 cents at present.” 

“I applaud the New Zealand 
distributors of Holden, Nissan, Audi and 
Mitsubishi for convincing their suppliers 
that there is a business case for the sale 
of EVs here. It’s been bold of BMW to put 
products that other car makers would 
consider concept cars only – the i8 and i3 
– into production. These have placed EVs 
on the threshold of a major change.”

So, how does he view the 
introduction of Road User 
Charges for EVs in 2020?

“That’s still five years away, and 
the landscape will look quite a bit 
different then. There has been a 
lot of discussion with government 
about EVs, and the level of 
interest convinces me that there 
is something coming soon that 

EVs are getting
cheaper; Leaf is nowcheaper; Leaf is now
down to $39,990 anddown to $39,990 and
is even cheaper on the is even cheaper on the
used import marketused import market
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will promote more EV use. At the moment 
the only incentive is the lack of RUCs, but 
there could be other ways of doing it. In 
Norway, for example, EVs have special 
lanes reserved exclusively for their use, 
and a carbon tax is placed on cars that use 
fossil fuels. If we were serious about carbon 
and air quality issues, we’d do something 
similar. There are benefits to EVs that 
extend beyond running costs. For example, 
255 New Zealanders died from an air 
pollution-related illness in 2014.” 

To Gilbert, a single road death is one 
too many, and he considers the work of 
the Motorcycle Safety Council to be of 
prime importance.

“If I could wave a magic wand over 
any of the areas I work with, this is the 
one that I’d choose.”

Motorcycle-related deaths and the 
frequency of crashes are trending downwards 
during a time of increased motorcycle sales, 
but there is still a huge imbalance between 
the costs they generate for the Accident 
Compensation Corporation and the revenue 
that the corporation earns from the levy 
placed on motorcycle registrations. 

“The cost to the ACC of bike crashes 
is $100-120 million each year, while 
the levy on registrations brings in $30 
million per year.”

“The bottom line with bikes is that the 
risk factor (of crashing) is 19 times greater 
than for a car, yet that’s not in people’s 
mindset when they ride. There needs 
to be more personal accountability and 
responsibility and it’s over to motorcyclists 
to make the right decisions.”

“For example, I recently went to a 
gypsy fair where there were some cheap 
‘Nazi-style’ plastic helmets on sale. I’ll 
bet the riders who buy and wear those 
wish that they could instantly swap 
their headgear for something safer – but 
probably not quite as cool-looking – when 
they’re heading for a crash.”

“We need to see more mentoring 
between experienced riders and the 
inexperienced, and need to think more 
about what’s happening around us.”

Indeed, that last statement probably 
doesn’t apply to just motorcyclists. It could 
be Gilbert’s message to users of all forms 
of transportation.  

ELECTRICITY 
MOTIVATES  
JUST 0.1 PER 
CENT OF OUR 
TRANSPORTATION 
AT PRESENT IN  
A COUNTRY THAT 
GENERATES 80 
PER CENT OF ITS  
ENERGY FROM 
RENEWABLE 
SOURCES



W
e bet it’s not often that 
you think much about 
the electrical system in 
your car. At least not until 
something goes wrong 
and then you realise just 

how many components rely on the electrics. 
Regular 12-volt systems are now stretched 
to the limit by the array of comfort and 
convenience items offered in new vehicles, 
and also the advanced safety and chassis 
control systems. Along with the constant 
need to achieve lower CO2 emissions targets, 
carmakers are moving to a 48V system to 
meet these increasing demands. 

Manufacturers are well down the path 
of developing new 48V systems. Since 2011, 
German firms Audi, BMW, Daimler, Porsche 
and Volkswagen have been working together 
on a common approach and so we can expect 
that the next generation of luxury cars will be 
the first to feature the new 48V system.   

Around 15 years ago, a 42V system 
was developed to power energy-hungry 
convenience features but it was shelved 
due to cost, and engineers found cheaper 

solutions to limit power consumption and 
keep the 12V system viable. But back then, 
there wasn’t the constant need to kerb fuel 
consumption, and now that these higher 
voltage systems and their components are 
cheaper the move to more volts is back. One 
of the prime movers to a 48V system is that 
it can deliver significant fuel savings and a 
corresponding reduction of CO2 emissions. 

At present, EU emissions regulations set 
the fleet average for any car maker selling 
over 10,000 cars in Europe annually at 130 
grams of CO2 per kilometre. This level will 
reduce to 95g/km (around 4.1L/100km 
for petrol and 3.6L/100km for diesel) by 
2021, with a further 25 per cent reduction 
mooted for 2030. Car makers whose fleet 
average fails to meet this mark will face 
penalty payments of €95 for every gram 
over on every car registered. Compounding 
the matter, a tougher emissions testing 
regime will be in place by 2020. Dubbed 
the Worldwide Harmonized Light Vehicle 
Test Procedure, it is intended to be a more 
realistic lab test than those currently used. 

So the pressure is on to reduce emissions 

while also containing costs. And that’s 
where the 48V system comes in. Such 
vehicles are dubbed ‘mild hybrids’ and are 
seen as a more affordable intermediary 
between full hybrids and plug-ins. While a 
48V system will make cars more expensive, 
manufacturers estimate the development 
cost to be around 20 per cent of a full hybrid 
while a car running a 48V system could be 
as much as 20 per cent more efficient than 
the same car running a 12V system.  

These new systems will comprise a 
48V lithium ion battery (which would be 

VOLTING 
 FORWARD

48 
VOLTS
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around the same size as a conventional  
12V lead acid unit), a 48V belt-driven starter/
generator/alternator ‘e-drive module’ 
replacing the conventional alternator, 
or a small electric motor placed in the 
transmission, a system controller and an 
additional DC/DC converter to integrate the 
12V electrical system (more on this later). 

The benefits of the 48V system include 
extended start-stop periods, including engine-
off coasting, quicker start up, and greater 
power recuperation (these systems will be 
able to generate around 10kW of regenerative 
power versus about two for current systems). 
The new system will also involve fewer belt-
driven ancillary units that drain engine power 
(electrically controlled air-conditioning and 
heating, engine coolant and oil pumps etc) 
and will permit electric turbocharging, and 
more sophisticated chassis control systems. 
It could even allow electrohydraulic valve 
control, further improving engine efficiency.  

While a useful EV mode is not in the 
offing, these 48V systems will be able to use 
the e-drive module to enable the car to crawl 
slowly through traffic. Cars using electrically 
driven turbochargers will get an electrical boost 
to help eliminate lag and add torque lower in 
the engine range, meaning less work for the 
engine to do, and less fuel used. There will be 
power benefits too. At the other end of the 
turbo scale, Volvo has devised a 2.0-litre four-
cylinder engine that produces a claimed 330kW 
thanks to a bi-turbo configuration supported 
by an electrically-driven compressor. 

The 48V system won’t take over completely 
as cars will still have to run a dual electrical 
system, the 12V circuit responsible for running 
the bulk of the standard electrical features, 
just like with the current crop of EVs. While 
this seems to add complexity, it’s actually less 
expensive to develop the joint system than 
redesign everything to run on 48V.  

CARS USING 
ELECTRICALLY 
DRIVEN TURBO-
CHARGERS  
WILL GET AN 
ELECTRICAL 
BOOST TO HELP 
ELIMINATE  
LAG AND  
ADD TORQUE 
LOWER IN THE 
ENGINE RANGE

Audi has been active with its 
48V concepts, the RS 5 TDI 
showcasing electric turbos to  
help boost performance

12-volt wiring 48-volt battery DC/DC Converter

12-volt generator 48-volt wiring 12-volt battery

Electricity driven compressor

48V vehicles are 
dubbed mild hybrids, 
and promise to be 
cheaper than full 
hybrids like the e-tron
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TRACK ‘N’ 
TRACER Words Peter Louisson 

Photos Tom Gasnier 



YAMAHA MADE LITTLE 
HEADWAY WITH ITS FIRST 
MIGHTY TORQUE OR MT 
MOTORCYCLES, BUT THE 
MT-09 AND MT-07 HAVE 
SOLD ALMIGHTY WELL. 
NOW IT’S THE TURN OF 
THE TRACER. IS THIS 
LIGHTWEIGHT TOURER 
THE BEST MT YET?

E
veryone has been 
talking about it. And 
no, we’re not referring 
to the Black Caps 
but to Yamaha’s new 

Tracer. What is it? The name 
suggests a Tourer-cum-Racer. 
The fun guys from UK Bike 
magazine rate it “the motorcycle 
of the decade”. With a little more 
restraint, MCN said “leading 
contender for BOTY”. Everyone 
else says it is brilliant, and that 
you should buy one and then 
read the reviews. 

The Tracer is Yamaha’s latest 
offering in the Mighty Torque or 
MT range, based on the flawed 
but brilliant MT-09 naked bike. 
The MT-09 debuted Yamaha’s 
850cc three-cylinder engine, 
a unit that rocked except for 
its snatchy throttle response. 
Because it runs a by-wire throttle 
system, Yamaha responded with a 
software patch. Pretty tricky that. 

The MT-09 kind of aped 
Triumph’s Street Triple formula, 
adding performance by reducing 
weight, only Yamaha upped the 
ante with an 850cc three-cylinder 
engine, effectively competing 
with supersports below it and 
litre bikes above. Not everything 
about the bike was quite right 
– initially no ABS option and 
suspension was a bit soft - but the 
price was spot on at $13,999. You 
even got radial brakes thrown in.

At the time, Yamaha was 
co-developing a dress-up model, 
the Tracer. Yamaha says it is the 

“ultimate tourer”, but to us it 
looks like a sportstourer with a 
hint of adventure bike height. 
They’re all the rage at present. 
Yamaha adds it’s “as comfortable 
two-up touring as it is lane-
splitting and solo scratching”. 
So think Multistrada Junior, 
only with an extra cylinder. And 
instead of starting at $28,490 the 
Tracer kicks off, fully kitted with 
panniers, screen, ABS, traction 
control, centre stand and three 
engine modes for $17,999, $4k 
more than the MT-09. 

Like the base bike, it’s a 
lightweight, scaling up at 210kg 
wet (without panniers), so it’s 
almost as quick as the fun-tastic 
MT-09. Because of its great power 
to weight ratio, Yamaha reckons 
“in the mountains you can ride 
faster than litre-plus bikes from 
our competitors”. Well, we don’t 
have mountains this far North, 
but we get what they mean.

Looking at the Tracer, 
you’d be hard pushed 
recognising the MT-09 
genes. For there’s new 
aerodynamic bodywork, a 
manually adjustable screen 
up front (no tools required 
for adjustment), a twin-
headlight cowling (with LED 
bulbs for low and high beams, 
also height adjustable) and 
an 18-litre fuel tank (expect 
a touring range of 300km). 
Only the aluminium die-cast 
frame, three-cylinder engine 
and underslung exhaust are 
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reminiscent of its streetfighter ancestry.
The rear subframe has been extended
for more pillion-friendly comfort, with 
inbuilt grab handles. Suspension is
upgraded over the MT-09’s, with longer
travel units, and increased preload and
damper settings, each adjustable. Four-
piston monobloc radial front brakes are 
carryover units from the MT-09.

Adding to practicality, there are adjustable 
aluminium handlebars. Simply undo the 
mounting bracket bolts, twist the risers and 
the bars move backwards by 10mm. There 
are also standard handguards, nice for riding 
in cooler conditions, and seat height is two-
position adjustable, at 845 and 869mm. It’s 
easy enough to change, but the seat pivots on 
the one-sided adjustor at the back, meaning 
it rocks slightly when you shift weight. An
accessory seat is available to lower it by a 

further 32mm. Panniers are easily removable, 
though aren’t large, won’t accept a full face
helmet and mark easily. 

Still, the Tracer’s strengths make these 
niggles seem minor. The stonking engine is 
its crowning glory, developing peaks of 85kW 
and 88Nm, as per the MT-09. It is all but as 
quick (0-100 in 3.5sec, 80-120 in 1.6sec), but 
it’s the midrange grunt that’s of more interest. 
This genuinely talks the torque. It pulls away 
smoothly from stupid low levels, under 
2000rpm, meaning it can mooch around 50-
kay zones in sixth. An indicated 100 is a silky 
4000rpm, and you can ‘legally’ cruise at an 
indicated 110 (actual 103km/h). But be wary 
of speed creep.

The engine has three power modes, as 
before, optimised for touring. Where the 
MT-09’s A and Std modes were snatchy on 
MT-09, making wheelies tricky, this rises to 

the occasion as if born to it. And the midrange
power is addictive. We picked up the Tracer
with just 60km on the clock and later in
the day it was pulling good and hard from 
4000rpm in top gear at 100km/h. It would also
dip down into the high threes for fuel use at
this speed. And it averaged 5.1L/100km on a 
trip. The engine also sounds the part when
partnered with the full titanium Akrapovic 
aftermarket exhaust ($1880, ouch).

This is a tall bike, even with the seat on 
the lower setting. But the riding position is
natural, with the wide bars set close, knees 
and feet not too far apart, and plenty of 
distance to the footpegs. If touring we’d 
probably spend the $471.89 for the comfort 
seat, as the standard item is a little thin on 
padding. It’s okay for 300km, providing you 
take time out. And perhaps we’d go for the 
taller screen too ($263.60). The standard

IT’S A LIGHTWEIGHT, SCALING  
UP AT 210KG WET (WITHOUT 
PANNIERS), SO IT’S ALMOST AS 
QUICK AS THE FUN-TASTIC MT-09
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item is a sports affair, and there’s a bit of 
wind noise from the top of it, regardless of 
which position it’s set at.

All is forgiven on the go, though. There’s 
a sense of lightness missing in competitors – 
feet-up U turns are simple as – and once we’d 
dialled in three extra turns of rebound up 
front and removed a turn from the rear, the 
ride and handling were spot-on. Gone was 
the wallowing through undulating sweepers, 
and the crashiness at the rear had been 
replaced by controlled absorbency. So much 
better, so chuckable, so comfy. Even with 
the standard touring tyres you can generate 
plenty of lean, and ground clearance is great, 
the foot peg feelers only touching down 
occasionally, and then when you’re trying 
some. Despite heaps of bar leverage it doesn’t 
feel as quick to turn as the MT-09 but fun 
this surely is. Yamaha’s right when it says 
you’ll have a ball in the hills with the Tracer. 
The brakes are strong, feelsome and a great 
match for the almost superbike performance. 
In a 300km run on mainly dry roads I had 
only one cornering surprise, and a sit up and 
a dab of brakes ensured a drama-free ride. 
This is a de-light-fully capable chassis.

Aesthetically the square instruments 
take some adjusting to, but the details  
are much easier to see than those on the 
MT-09. Everything’s there too. TC is either 
on or off, but you need to stop to change it. 
Spontaneous wheelies are only possible in 
the TC-off position, which is probably how 
it should be.  

If you’re into the odd spot of touring or 
two-up riding, the Tracer is $4000 well spent 
over the MT-09, and makes this a benchmark 
sportstourer for capability and value. Those 
riding solo only will probably be just as happy 
with the MT-09, spending the $4k saved on 
ABS and seat and suspension upgrades. 
Either way, Yamaha is onto another Mighty 
Torque winner in Tracer. It goes to the head of 
the contender’s list for BOTY 2015.  

Yamaha MT-09 Tracer 

Price $17,999

0-100 km/h 3.53s

80-120 km/h 1.60s (45.30m)

100-0  km/h 43.39m

Speedo error 93 at an indicated 100km/h
Engine Capacity 847cc
Format Liquid-cooled fuel-injected triple 
Max power 85kW@10,000rpm
Max torque 88Nm@8500rpm
Cylinder head dohc/12 valve
Gearbox 6-speed constant mesh
Drivetrain chain final drive
Suspension front Telescopic fork,  
preload, rebound adjustable
Suspension rear Monoshock,  
preload, rebound adjustable
Brakes front 298mm discs,  
radial four-piston monobloc caliper
Brakes rear Single 245mm disc
Stability systems ABS, switchable TC
Wheels and Tyres Dunlop Sportmax D222
Tyres front 120/70ZR17
Tyres rear 180/55ZR17
Wheelbase 1440mm
Seat height 845-860mm
Rake/trail 24°/ 100mm
Fuel capacity 18L
Measured weight 210kg (minus panniers)
Weight bias f-105kg,  r-105kg
Verdict A safer and more 
practical MT-09, the Tracer 
also deals to the touchy throttle 
response of the donor bike. 
Comfy, lightweight and capable, 
Tracer establishes benchmark 
sport touring value.  
Rating 

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.

BELOW - Hand guards come standard. Brake lever is span 
adjustable. Radial brakes and light overall kerb weight 
make this a braking demon, like the regular MT-09
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F
or about the past three 
decades the biggest 
and most expensive 
motorcycle Honda has 
offered us Kiwis is the 
Gold Wing, aka the 

GL1800. It’s a unique machine and 
can be thought of as the Porsche of 
motorcycles, being the only bike to 
run a flat-six engine like the Carrera. 
The similarity kind of begins and 
ends there. Where the sports cars are 
some of the lightest about, the Gold 

Wing is a behemoth, a giant full-dress 
tourer and the heaviest motorcycle 
we’ve weighed, at a monster 420kg. 
It’s so big it has a reverse gear. 

About the only other variant of the 
Gold Wing that New Zealanders have 
been offered, until recently, is the 
Valkyrie Rune, a huge shiny custom 
cruiser that sold in small numbers, 
unsurprisingly at $45k. However, 
Honda has now expanded the GL line 
by subtracting gear from the Gold 
wing. First came the F6B, a pared 

NOT LONG AGO THE  
GOLD WING SUPERTOURER  
WAS THE ONLY GL1800 YOU 
COULD BUY. NOW THERE’S  
A BAGGER VERSION, THE F6B, 
AND ALSO A POWER CRUISER 
IN THE FORM OF THE NEW 
VALKYRIE F6C. WE RIDE 
STREWTH ALMIGHTY

Words Peter Louisson   Photos Tom Gasnier 
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back ‘Wing costing $35k, and now the 
Valkyrie, a fully stripped version of the 
Gold wing with an RRP of $28,990.

Course the Wing nuts amongst 
you will know that this is not the first 
Valkyrie from Honda. Two GL spin-offs, 
one a cruiser, the other a mild tourer, 
were built in the 90s but never came 
here. They shared the original 1.5-litre 
flat-six engine. Rune followed in 2004, 
with the bigger 1.8 engine.

The current Valkyrie is essentially 
a ‘lightweight’ version of the F6B. 
Same brawny turbine-like engine and 
five-speed transmission, and the same 
aluminium double-cradle frame, though 
with a lighter rear subframe. Gone are 
the touring ancillaries, and electronics 
are limited to ABS brakes. While the 
linked function disappears, the Nissin 
calipers are now four-potters up front, 
with larger discs. There’s no wind 
protection per se but a pair of radiator 
shrouds diverts hot air away from the 
rider and keeps rain off the lower half. 
Up front, LEDs light the way, nice for 
fleet-of-foot night trips. The tank is 
sizeable at 23 litres, and a single LCD 
instrument display, white on black, is 

highly legible, even in direct sunlight. 
It contains speedo, tacho, odo and fuel 
gauge. There’s no TC or engine maps.

Honda fitted longer, more raked out 
forks, and a 19-inch front wheel to aid 
ground clearance and enhance stability, 
nice in a power cruiser. For that’s what 
this is; Honda’s promo video for the 
Valkyrie features the rider performing 
a rolling burnout for the intro. It breaks 
the rear wheel free with not a whole 
lot of provocation. There’s roughly 
150Nm delivered via the shaft drive to 
overcome traction, peak twist developed 
at 4000rpm. During 0-100 testing we 
inadvertently provoked wheel spin on a 
couple of occasions which resulted in a bit 
of snaking and a distinct loss of forward 
momentum. The Valkyrie proved not quite 
as quick off the line as the Bagger, which 
is hard to fathom, given it’s lighter. While 
it still makes it into the three-second 
bracket there’s no mistaking the 340kg 
mass beneath. You need to be careful 
manoeuvring the bike – best to keep it on 
full lock and the sidestand down, in case 
of loss of balance – and U-turns seemed 
more difficult than with the Bagger 
because of its raked out front end.

LEFT - More beast than beauty, 
even without all the touring gear 

the Valkyrie is still a whopper. 
Fortunately, its engine is up to 
the task. BELOW - Chrome is 

great in the right places. But two 
places not so great are on the 

tank and around the instruments 
because the reflections can be 
blinding. Did no-one at Honda 

notice this in development?
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A muscle bike this isn’t; we reckon you 
need to be achieving 0-100s of under 3.0sec 
for that. Off the line hard, the clutch easily 
takes a solid launch, the rear rising as the 
shaft drive lays down the power. In 3.87sec, 
100 pops up. That’s about the best we’ve had 
out of any cruiser. With so much weight over 
the rear the Valk’s also quick to haul to a stop, 
needing just 38m from 100km/h. A pity the 
lever isn’t hand span adjustable. With such a 
thick twist grip, it really needs to be. 

Moderate revs are needed for best 
performance but most of the time low to modest 
revs suffice. It will virtually climb the side of a 
building in top gear, and can even take off from 
stopped in fifth. Tooling around town in fifth isn’t 
just possible but feels appropriate. The engine 
will haul away smoothly from 1000rpm. 

This is easily the best handling bike of the 
’Wing family, shod with Dunlop Sportmax 
rubber from a sportsbike. While it might 
not steer quite as quickly as the Bagger, it’s 
superior ground clearance means there’s no 
problem holding a reasonable lean, and it 
maintains its line brilliantly. The low centre 
of gravity afforded by the flat-six makes this 
much more wieldy than it looks. Where the 
heavyweight Gold Wing touches down early 

this is vastly better. You even need to work at it 
a bit to spark it up. And the ride is as smooth as 
the engine, which is essentially vibe-free. The 
images in the rear view mirrors never waver. 

Arguably the trickiest aspect of this bike 
is its styling. Face on it vaguely resembles 
Bibendum, the Michelin Man, and that’s 
because of those side-mounted radiators.  
Of width this has a surfeit; you need to be  
a bit careful when lane splitting. 

It’s a chrome fest too. Atop the tank is  
a shiny cover for the fuel filler cap that reflects 
the sunlight blindingly at times. We’d probably 
vinyl wrap that. The cap itself is accessed by a 
key slot near the rider’s left knee. Not that it will 
be needed much as 100km/h requires a car-like 
2500rpm, and with so much fuel capacity you 
can expect 300km at least before needing to refill. 
By that time you’ll be ready for a break. While 
the riding position is a very easy natural triangle, 
with your feet slightly forward, a bit more seat 
cushioning wouldn’t go astray. Your pillion 
partner would back you up on that one too. 

The greatest aspect of the Valkyrie is making 
that slick bulletproof flat-six engine available 
at a more wallet friendly price point. While you 
don’t get many frills with the Valkyrie, the thrills 
compensate. It’s a BFG this one.  

F6C

Honda Valkyrie F6C

Price $28,995

0-100 km/h 3.87s

80-120 km/h 2.50 (72.1m)

100-0  km/h 38.66m

Speedo error 95 at an indicated 100km/h
Engine Capacity 1832cc
Format Liquid-cooled fuel-injected 
horizontally opposed flat-six 
Max power 85kW (114hp)@5500rpm
Max torque 167Nm@4000rpm
Cylinder head sohc/12 valve
Gearbox 5-speed constant mesh
Drivetrain shaft final drive
Suspension front Telescopic fork, 
unadjustable
Suspension rear Monoshock,  
preload adjustable
Brakes front twin 310mm discs,  
four-piston caliper
Brakes rear single 316mm disc,  
twin-piston caliper
Stability systems ABS
Wheels and Tyres Dunlop Sportmax D254
Tyres front 130/60R19
Tyres rear 155/80R17
Wheelbase 1707mm
Seat height 734mm
Rake/trail 29°50’/114mm
Fuel capacity 23.2L
Measured weight 341kg
Weight bias f -166kg, r -175kg
Verdict Honda Valkyrie is essentially a fully 
stripped Gold Wing, with only ABS remaining. 
With added ground clearance and better 
rubber and brakes, the result is a big friendly 
gigantic power cruiser that works.
Rating 

New Zealand Autocar road tests 
are powered by ZX. Premium fuel 
with the X factor.

IT WILL 
VIRTUALLY 
CLIMB THE SIDE 
OF A BUILDING 
IN TOP GEAR, 
AND CAN EVEN 
TAKE OFF FROM 
STOPPED IN 
FIFTH
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NZ Autocar magazine continues to deliver 
the best local motoring content this country 
has to off er. Every month, we bring you the 
defi nitive verdict on new cars, accompanied 
by outstanding photography and the usual 
news and views. By subscribing, you’ ll make 
sure you never miss an issue and you’ ll save 
on the newsstand price as well.

1 The cheapest way to subscribe, 
    pay only $5.90 per issue.

2 Magazine delivered to your door.

3 Automatic entry into subscription prize draws.

Benefits of direct debit:

To subscribe by 
direct debit visit: 

www.getmags.co.nz

For more subscription options visit

www.mags4gifts.co.nz 0800 MAGS4GIFTS

AND SAVE 40%
* OFF THE RETAIL COVER PRICE

$5.90
ONLY
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* DIRECT DEBIT PRICE

*
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Prices are RRP.  Errors & Omissions Excepted.  *tested by NZ Autocar     ** no ABS      no stability control
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alfa romeo.co.nz

MiTo Progression 32,990 35,990 99 230 4/1368 7 –– 8.2 5.6 ––

MiTo Distinctive –– 38,990 99 230 4/1368 7 –– 8.2 5.6 ––

MiTo QV 42,990 –– 125 250 4/1368 7 1256* 7.90* 6.0 10/10

Giulietta Progression 36,990 39,990 125 250 4/1368 6 1383* 7.99* 6.0 07/14

Giulietta Distinctive –– 43,990 125 250 4/1368 6 1441* 8.38* 6.0 02/15

Giulietta JTD Distinctive –– 47,990 125 350 4/1956 6 1535 7.9 4.5 ––

Giulietta QV 55,990 59,990 177 340 4/1750 6 1458* 6.10* 7.0 01/15

aston martin.co.nz

Vantage V8 197,000 205,000 313 470 8/4735 4 1630 4.9 13.9 ––

Vantage Roadster V8 212,000 220,000 313 470 8/4735 4 1710 4.9 13.9 ––

Vantage V8 S –– 217,000 321 490 8/4735 4 1628* 4.89* 12.9 07/11

Vantage V8 S Roadster –– 232,000 321 490 8/4735 4 1690 –– 12.9 07/11

Vantage V12 S –– 320,000 380 570  12/5935 4 1680* 4.55* 16.3 01/15

DB9 –– 315,000 335 570  12/5935 4 1785* 5.08* –– 02/05

DB9 Volante –– 325,000 335 570  12/5935 4 1886 5.5 –– ––

DB9 Carbon Edition –– 330,000 335 570 12/5935 4 1780 –– –– ––

DBS Volante –– 445,000 365 570 12/5935 4 1890 4.6 –– ––

Rapide S –– 329,000 350 600 12/5935 6 2032* 5.27* 14.9 01/11

Vanquish –– 430,000 421 600 12/5935 6 1780* 4.54* 14.4 03/13

Vanquish Volante –– 455,000 421 600 12/5935 6 1800 –– –– ––

audi.co.nz

A1 sportback 1.4 TFSI –– 40,800 90 200 4/1390 6 1211* 9.15* 5.3 07/12

A1 sportback 1.4 TFSI Sport –– 43,300 90 200 4/1390 6 1215 9.0 5.3 ––

A1 sportback 1.4 TFSI Sport Plus –– 48,900 136 250 4/1390 6 1215 7.0 5.9 ––

A3 sportback 1.4 TFSI  –– 48,400 90 200 4/1395 6 1195 9.3 5.0 ––

A3 sportback 1.4 TFSI  Sport –– 51,900 90 200 4/1395 6 1195 9.3 5.0 ––

A3 sportback 2.0 TDI  Sport  –– 55,900 110 320 4/1968 6 1423* 8.40* 4.5 07/13

A3 sportback 1.8 TFSI  Sport  –– 55,900 132 250 4/1798 6 1250 7.3 5.6 ––

A3 sedan 2.0 TDI Sport –– 62,000 110 320 4/1968 6 1340 8.2 4.5 ––

A3 sedan 1.8 TFSI –– 62,000 132 250 4/1798 6 1295 7.3 5.6 ––

A4 1.8 TFSI –– 69,900 125 320 4/1798 8 –– 8.3 5.8 ––

S3 sportback –– 79,990 221 380 4/1984 6 1475 4.9 6.9 ––

S3 sedan –– 86,000 221 380 4/1984 6 1450 4.9 6.9 –– 

A4 2.0 TDI quattro –– 75,400 130 380 4/1968 8 –– 7.9 5.3 ––

A4 2.0 TFSI quattro –– 79,900 155 350 4/1984 8 –– 6.5 7.0 ––

A4 3.0 TDI quattro –– 104,500 180 500 6/2967 8 –– 5.9 5.7 ––

A4 1.8 TFSI avant –– 73,900 125 320 4/1798 8 –– 8.4 6.0 ––

A4 2.0 TDI quattro avant –– 79,400 130 380 4/1968 8 –– 8.0 5.5 ––

A4 2.0 TFSI quattro avant –– 83,900 155 350 4/1984 8 –– 6.6 7.1 ––

A4 3.0 TDI quattro avant –– 108,500 180 500 6/2967 8 –– 6.1 5.9 ––

S4 3.0 TFSI quattro –– 113,900 245 440 6/2995 8 –– 5.0 8.1 ––

S4 3.0 TFSI quattro avant –– 117,900 245 440 6/2995 8 –– 5.1 8.4 ––

A4 allroad 2.0 TDI quattro –– 83,900 130 380 4/1968 8 1737* 8.06* 6.0 04/13

RS 4 avant –– 156,000 331 430 8/4136 8 1795 4.46* 10.7 01/13

A5 Sportback 2.0 TFSI quattro –– 86,300 155 350 4/1984 6 1683* 7.30* 7.5 04/10

A5 Sportback 3.0 TDI quattro –– 109,500 176 500 6/2967 6 1804* 5.80* 6.6 10/12

A5 2.0 TFSI cabriolet –– 103,750 155 350 4/1984 6 1735 7.3 7.7 ––

S5 Sportback 3.0 TFSI quattro –– 118,900 245 440 6/2995 6 1755 5.4 9.4 ––

S5 3.0 TFSI quattro cabriolet –– 128,200 245 440 6/2995 6 1950* 5.02* 9.7 11/09

S5 3.0 TFSI quattro –– 124,900 245 440 6/2995 6 –– 4.9 8.1 ––

RS 5 4.2 FSI quattro –– 165,900 331 430 8/4163 6 1807* 4.56* 10.8 11/10

TT –– 91,800 169 370 4/1984 6 1314* 6.49* 6.3 04/15

TT roadster –– 96,800 169 370 4/1984 6 1350 5.9 6.3 ––

TTS –– 122,900 228 380 4/1984 6 1385 4.6 6.8 ––

TTS roadster –– 127,900 228 380 4/1984 6 1470 4.6 6.8 ––

A6 3.0 TDI quattro –– 119,900 150 450 6/2967 8 1813* 6.78* 5.7 10/11

A6 allroad BiTDI quattro –– 147,900 230 650 6/2967 8 1910 5.6 6.7 ––

A6 3.0 BiTDI quattro –– 139,900 230 650 6/2967 8 1790 5.1 6.4 ––

S6 4.0 TFSI quattro –– 156,800 309 550 8/3993 8 –– 4.6 9.6 ––

A6 allroad 3.0 TDI quattro –– 128,800 150 450 6/2967 8 1877* 7.15* 6.1 11/12

A6 3.0 BiTDI quattro –– 144,900 230 650 6/2967 8 1855 5.1 6.4 ––

S6 4.0 TFSI quattro avant –– 161,800 309 550 8/3993 8 2004* 4.28* 9.7 01/13

RS 6 quattro avant –– 198,000 412 700 8/3993 8 2035* 3.65* 9.8 01/14

A7 Sportback 3.0 BiTDI quattro –– 151,700 230 650 6/2967 6 1850 5.3 6.4 ––

S7 Sportback 4.0 TFSI quattro –– 169,900 309 550 8/3993 6 1945 4.7 9.6 ––

RS 7 Sportback quattro –– 209,900 412 700 8/3993 8 1920 3.9 9.8 –– 

Q3 1.4 TSI –– 59,900 110 250 4/1395 6 1405 8.9 6.2 ––

Q3 2.0 TDI quattro –– 72,500 130 380 4/1968 6 1621 7.44* 5.9 ––

RS Q3 2.5 TFSI quattro –– 104,900 228 420 5/2480 8 1704* 5.09* 8.8 05/14

Q5 2.0 TDI quattro –– 89,900 125 350 4/1968 6 1730 9.83* 6.7 08/09

Q5 3.0 TDI quattro –– 108,900 176 500 6/2967 6 2012* 7.43* 7.5 03/09 

SQ 5 3.0 BiTDI quattro –– 125,500 230 650 6/2967 6 2016* 5.30* 6.8 07/13

Q7 3.0 TDI quattro –– 105,000 176 500 6/2967 8 2433* 8.61* 10.5 12/06

Q7 4.2 TDI quattro S line –– 143,900 240 760 8/4134 8 2450 6.77* 11.1 ––

A8 3.0 TDI quattro –– 184,700 184 550 6/2967 8 –– 6.1 6.4 ––

A8L 3.0 TDI quattro –– 194,700 184 550 6/2967 8 –– 6.2 6.6 ––

A8 4.2 TDI quattro –– 225,000 258 800 8/4134 8 2147* 5.79* 7.6 01/11 

A8L 4.2 TDI quattro –– 235,000 258 800 8/4134 8 2045 5.6 7.8 ––

S8 4.0 TFSI quattro –– 224,000 382 650 8/3993 8 –– 4.2 10.2 ––

R8 V8 quattro –– 245,000 316 430 8/4163 6 1585 4.3 12.4 ––

P
hotography drones have 

enjoyed a recent surge in 

popularity thanks to their 

increased user friendliness, 

and their shrinking price tags. We 

thought it was about time we had a play 

with one. The Yuneec Q500 Typhoon 

proudly boasts that it is ready to fly 

straight out of the box, so how would it 

fare in the hands of a drone noob?

The 'personal ground station'  

(aka controller) looks daunting at first, 

but is easy to use. Two sticks control 

the drone while there are various 

other buttons to operate the camera. 

There’s also an LCD touch screen which 

displays a flight telemetry and a live 

feed from the camera.

There are three flight modes for the 

Q500 with Smart recommended for 

beginners. In this mode, the craft will 

move in the direction that the control 

stick is pushed, regardless of which 

way it is facing. In Angle mode the 

control stick moves the craft relative 

to the way the nose is pointing. Home 

mode can be triggered manually, 

otherwise it will activate when the 

battery is almost depleted. This will 

return the craft back to its original 

take-off point and land it safely. 

We used Smart mode for our test 

flights and found the Q500 remarkably 

easy to fly. We liked that the craft will 

hover and maintain position when 

you release the control sticks, which 

makes composing shots easy. Flying 

time is around 25 minutes per charge 

and the Typhoon is supplied with two 

batteries. The auto-landing function is 

neat and takes the guess work out of 

the most daunting task of all. Somehow 

we managed to hash a couple of 

touch-downs (pilot error), resulting in 

several permanently shortened blades. 

Thankfully, two sets of rotors are supplied 

(we destroyed them all, sorry about that). 

The local distributor stocks plenty of 

spares ($15 each). Overall however, the 

Typhoon appears robust and well built.

The camera is mounted on a tricky 

gimbal system, and we were genuinely 

impressed with the smoothness of 

the video footage, the fluidity of the 

movement masking our crappy flying 

skills. Image quality isn’t class leading, 

but we’re exceptionally fussy about  

that sort of thing. Most will find the  

stills and video respectable enough, 

but for those that don’t, an upgraded 

camera is on the way.

Photography drones have endless 

uses and we reckon the Q500 makes  

a great starting point for anyone wishing 

to dabble in aerial imaging. 

As we went to press, Yuneec 

launched the Q500+ which boasts  

a number of improvements. These 

include a bigger LCD screen for  

the controller, a new distortion-free  

16 megapixel camera and a grip that 

allows the camera and gimbal to be 

used as a stand alone handheld system. 

An alloy carry case is now included too. 
-Tom Gasnier   

PHOTOS 
FROM A  
UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE

102     new zealand autocar

RRP $2,199 
www.yuneecdrones.co.nz
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R8 V10 Plus quattro –– 325,000 404 540 10/5204 6 1669* 3.63* 12.9 07/13

R8 V10 Spyder quattro –– 317,000 386 530 10/5204 6 1745 3.8 13.3 ––

auckland.bentleymotors.com

Continental GT V8 –– 325,000 373 660 8/3993 6 2295 4.7 10.6 ––

Continental GTC V8 –– 360,000 373 660 8/3993 6 2495 4.8 10.9 ––

Continental GT V8S –– 365,000 388 680 8/3993 6 2295 4.5 10.7 ––

Continental GTC V8S –– 395,000 388 680 8/3993 6 2470 4.56* 11.1 11/14

Continental GT W12 –– 365,000 423 700 12/5998 6 2320 4.5 14.5 ––

Continental GTC W12 –– 395,000 423 700 12/5998 6 2495 4.7 14.9 ––

Continental GT Speed –– 395,000 467 823 12/5998 6 2320 4.2 14.5 ––

Continental GTC Speed –– 450,000 467 823 12/5998 6 2495 4.4 14.9 ––

Flying Spur V8 –– 335,000 373 660 8/3993 6 2417 5.2 10.9 ––

Flying Spur Speed W12 –– 365,000 460 800 12/5998 6 2475 4.6 14.7 ––

Mulsanne –– 550,000 376 1020 8/6750 8 2585 5.3 16.9 ––

bmw.co.nz

116i hatch –– 49,800 100 220 4/1598 6 1365 8.5 5.7 –– 

118i hatch –– 56,600 125 250 4/1598 6 1370 7.4 5.9 ––

118d hatch –– 57,800 105 320 4/1995 6 1420 8.9 4.5 –– 

125i –– 65,700 160 310 4/1995 6 1459* 6.36* 6.6 08/12

M135i –– 86,900 235 450 6/2979 6 1518* 4.85* 7.5 06/13

218i Active Tourer –– 51,900 100 220 3/1499 6 1455* 9.04* 5.1 01/15

218d Active Tourer –– 62,900 110 330 4/1995 6 1485 8.9 4.4 ––

220i –– 71,700 135 270 4/1997 6 1457* 7.15* 6.0 06/14

M235i –– 104,800 240 450 6/2979 6 1540* 4.87* 7.6 08/14

320i –– 74,700 135 270 4/1997 6 1500 7.6 6.2 ––

320d –– 75,300 135 380 4/1995 6 1530* 7.62* 4.4 05/12

328i –– 88,900 180 350 4/1997 6 1557* 5.88* 6.3 11/13

330d –– 103,400 190 560 6/2993 6 1615 5.6 4.9 ––

335i –– 107,400 225 400 6/2979 6 1581* 5.41* 7.2 06/12

318d touring –– 78,200 105 320 4/1995 6 1575 9.2 4.7 ––

320i xDrive touring –– 84,200 135 270 4/1997 6 1650 7.7 6.6 ––

320d xDrive touring –– 84,800 135 380 4/1995 6 1660 7.7 5.1 ––

328i –– 94,400 180 350 4/1997 6 1633* 6.33* 6.5 04/13

330d xDrive touring –– 112,900 190 560 6/2993 6 1772* 5.43* 5.4 08/13

320i Gran Turismo xDrive –– 95,700 135 270 4/1997 6 1560 8.71* 6.2 05/14

M3 159,900 159,900 317 550 6/2979 6 1635* 4.50* 8.3 01/15

428i coupe –– 98,400 180 350 4/1997 6 1470 5.8 6.4 ––

435i coupe –– 126,900 225 400 6/2979 6 1634* 5.25* 7.4 12/13

428i convertible –– 120,600 180 350 4/1997 6 1700 6.4 6.7 ––

435i M Sport convertible –– 149,200 225 400 6/2979 6 1750 5.5 7.7 ––

428i Gran Coupe –– 99,800 180 350 4/1997 6 1605 6.0 6.4 ––

435i Gran Coupe M Sport –– 127,900 225 400 6/2979 6 1676* 5.28* 7.6 08/14

M4 169,900 169,900 317 550 6/2979 6 1635* 4.50* 8.3 10/14

535i –– 132,000 225 400 6/2979 6 1700 6.1 8.4 ––

530d –– 132,600 190 540 6/2993 6 1790 6.0 5.3 ––

550i –– 169,500 300 600 8/4395 6 2005* 5.28* 10.4 08/10

M5 –– 210,900 423 680 8/4395 6 1978* 4.35* 9.9 01/14

650i coupe –– 219,000 300 600 8/4395 4 1966* 5.20* 10.5 11/11

M6 –– 267,600 412 680 8/4395 6 1919* 4.30* 9.9 03/13

650i convertible –– 233,000 300 600 8/4395 4 2079* 5.12* 10.7 05/11

M6 convertible –– 279,600 412 680 8/4395 6 1930 4.3 10.3 ––

650i Gran Coupe –– 227,000 330 650 8/4395 6 2019* 5.06* 8.6 11/12

M6 Gran Coupe –– 275,600 412 680 8/4395 6 1950 4.2 9.9 ––

730d –– 193,700 180 540 6/2993 6 1963* 6.65* 7.2 03/10

750i –– 235,700 300 600 8/4395 6 2112* 5.44* 11.4 04/09

750Li –– 245,700 327 600 8/4395 6 2055 5.3 11.4 ––

760Li –– 358,700 400 750 12/5972 6 2272* 4.93* 13.0 12/10

Z4 sDrive20i –– 87,750 135 270 4/1997 6 1395 6.9 6.8 ––

X1 sDrive18d –– 67,000 105 200 4/1995 6 1480 9.6 4.9 –– 

X1 sDrive20i –– 70,400 135 270 4/1997 6 1485 7.4 6.9 ––

X1 sDrive20d –– 72,400 130 350 4/1995 6 1589* 7.60* 5.3 12/12

X1 xDrive20d –– 78,400 130 350 4/1995 6 1650 8.4 5.8 ––

X3 xDrive20d –– 91,350 135 380 4/1995 8 1847* 8.75* 5.6 04/11

X3 xDrive30d –– 111,950 190 560 6/2993 8 1875 6.2 6.0 ––

X4 xDrive20d –– 99,500 140 400 4/1995 8 1820 8.0 5.2 ––

X4 xDrive35d –– 129,900 230 630 6/2993 8 1890 5.5 6.0 09/14

X5 xDrive25d –– 112,500 160 450 4/1995 6 2115 8.2 5.8 ––

X5 xDrive30d –– 129,500 190 560 6/2993 6 2145 6.9 6.2 ––

X5 xDrive40d –– 148,500 230 630 6/2993 6 2185 5.9 6.3 ––

X5 M50d –– 174,500 280 740 6/2993 6 2416* 5.32* 6.7 02/14

X6 xDrive30d –– 139,500 180 540 6/2993 6 2150 7.5 7.4 ––

X6 xDrive40d –– 152,500 225 600 6/2993 6 2283* 6.56* 7.5 01/11

X6 xDrive M50d –– 180,500 280 740 6/2993 6 2328* 5.28* 7.7 02/15

i3 –– 83,500 125 250 2/650 6 1401* 7.92* 0.6 02/15

i8 –– 278,000 266 –– 3/1499 6 1485 4.4 2.1 01/15

NB: BMW includes all On Road Costs in its Drive-Away pricing. For more details refer to bmw.co.nz

cheryauto.co.nz

 J1 12,990  –– 62 122 4/1300 2 1040 –– 6.7 –– 

 J3 16,990 –– 87 147 4/1597 6 1350 –– 8.9 ––

 J11 21,990 23,990 102 182 4/2000 2 1375 –– 8.9 ––

chrysler.co.nz

300S –– 62,990 210 340 6/3604 6 1828 7.40* 9.7 06/14

300C SRT8 Core –– 74,990 347 631 8/6424 6 1979 4.8 13.0 09/13

300C SRT8 –– 87,990 347 631 8/6424 6 1979 4.91* 13.0 09/12

Grand Voyager –– 69,990 120 360 4/2776 6 2124 –– 8.4 ––

Grand Voyager Ltd –– 84,990 120 360 4/2776 6 2240 –– 8.4 –– 

citroën.co.nz

C3 Seduction 23,490 –– 60 118 3/1199 6 1050 12.3 4.6 ––

C3 Seduction VTi –– 25,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1164 10.9 6.6 ––

C3 Exclusive VTi –– 28,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1164 10.9 6.6 ––

C4 Seduction VTi  88kW –– 28,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1273 11.9 7.0 ––

C4 Exclusive VTi  88kW –– 31,490 88 160 4/1598 6 1273 11.9 7.0 ––

C4 Cactus 33,990 –– 81 205 3/1199 6 1020 9.3 4.7 ––

C4 Cactus HDi –– 35,990 68 230 4/1560 6 1189* 14.02* 3.6 03/15

C4 Picasso Seduction –– 38,990 120 240 4/1598 6 1447* 9.40* 5.6 03/15

C4 Grand Picasso Seduction –– 42,990 110 370 4/1997 6 –– 9.7 4.5 ––

C4 Grand Picasso Intensive –– 49,990 110 370 4/1997 6 1684* 10.07* 4.5 07/14

C4 Aircross Seduction 4x2 –– 36,990 110 197 4/1997 7 1395 10.2 7.9 ––

C4 Aircross Exclusive 4x2 –– 38,990 110 197 4/1997 7 1414* 10.53* 7.9 06/13

C4 Aircross Exclusive 4x4 –– 43,990 110 197 4/1997 7 1460 10.9 8.1 ––

C5 Exclusive HDi 120kW –– 54,990 120 340 4/1997 9 1722* 9.42* 7.1 08/10 

C5 Exclusive HDi Tourer 120kW –– 57,990 120 340 4/1997 7 –– 11.8 7.1 ––

DS3 D Style 88kW –– 36,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1171* 10.89* 7.0 01/11

DS3 D Sport 115kW 38,990 –– 115 240 4/1598 6 1165 7.3 6.7 ––

DS3 D Style Cabrio 88kW –– 40,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1220 10.9 6.7 ––

DS3 D Sport Cabrio 115kW –– 42,990 115 240 4/1598 6 1250 7.3 6.7 ––

DS4 DStyle 120kW –– 44,990 120 240 4/1598 6 –– 9.4 7.7 ––

DS4 DSport 147kW 48,990 –– 147 275 4/1598 6 –– 7.9 6.4 ––

DS5 D Sport –– 59,990 115 240 4/1598 8 1570* 9.83* 7.3 06/13

DS5 D Sport HDi –– 59,990 120 340 4/1997 8 1704 9.8 6.1 ––

dodge.co.nz

Journey SXT –– 41,990 206 342 6/3604 6 1750 8.3 10.4 ––

Journey R/T –– 51,990 206 342 6/3604 6 1775 8.3 10.4 ––

ferrari.co.nz

California T –– 501,247 412 755 8/3855 4 1833* 3.75* 10.5 03/15

458 Italia –– 534,000 425 540 8/4499 4 1485 3.3 13.7 ––

458 Italia Spider –– 585,000 425 540 8/4499 4 1430 3.4 11.8 ––

FF –– 635,000 492 683 12/6262 4 1880 3.7 15.4 ––

F12berlinetta –– 693,100 545 690 12/6262 4 1525 3.1 15.1 ––

fiat.co.nz

500 Pop 19,990 21,990 51 102 4/1242 7 905 12.9 5.0 ––

500 Sport 24,990 26,990 74 131 4/1368 7 970 10.5 5.8 ––

500 Cabriolet Pop –– 24,990 51 102 4/1242 7 970 –– 5.0 ––

500 Cabriolet Sport –– 29,990 74 131 4/1368 7 1075* 11.25* 5.8 04/10

500 Cabriolet Lounge –– 32,990 63 145 2/875 7 970 –– 3.9 ––

Abarth 500 Eseesse 42,990 –– 118 230 4/1368 7 1110* 8.16* 6.5 05/11

Abarth 500 Cabriolet Eseesse –– 46,990 118 230 4/1368 7 –– 7.6 6.5 ––

Punto Pop 21,990 23,990 57 115 4/1368 6 1024 13.2 5.7 ––

Punto Easy –– 25,990 57 115 4/1368 6 1024 13.2 5.4 ––

Punto Lounge –– 27,990 57 115 4/1368 6 1024 13.2 5.4 ––

Panda Pop 21,990 –– 69 102 4/1242 6 1015 14.2 5.2 ––

Panda Easy 23,990 25,990 63 145 2/875 6 1050 11.2 4.2 ––

Panda Lounge –– 27,990 63 145 2/875 6 1050 11.2 4.2 ––

Panda Trekking 29,990 –– 55 190 4/1248 6 1110 13.2 4.2 ––

ford.co.nz

Fiesta Trend 23,990 25,490 82 140 4/1596 7 1076 –– 5.8 ––

Fiesta Sport 27,340 28,840 92 170 3/999 7 1150* 9.41* 4.2 02/14

Fiesta ST 34,990 –– 134 240 4/1560 7 1191* 7.07* 5.9 07/13

EcoSport Trend –– 29,990 82 142 4/1598 7 1289 –– 6.5 ––

EcoSport Titanium –– 32,990 82 142 4/1598 7 1298* 12.52* 6.5 06/14

Focus Ambiente –– 33,340 92 159 4/1596 6 1393 –– 6.4 ––

Focus Ambiente wagon –– 34,840 92 159 4/1596 6 1340 –– 6.4 ––

Focus Trend –– 36,340 125 202 4/1999 6 1420 –– 6.6 ––

Focus Trend Diesel –– 39,340 120 340 4/1997 6 1538 –– 5.4 ––

Focus Trend Diesel wagon –– 40,840 120 340 4/1997 6 1485 –– 5.3 ––

Focus Sport –– 42,340 125 202 4/1999 6 1420 –– 6.7 ––

Focus Titanium –– 47,340 125 202 4/1999 6 1420 –– 6.7 ––



Prices are RRP.  Errors & Omissions Excepted.  *tested by NZ Autocar     ** no ABS      no stability control104     new zealand autocar
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Model

NEW
MARKET

Focus Titanium sedan –– 47,340 125 202 4/1999 6 1426 –– 6.7 ––

Focus ST 52,840 –– 184 360 4/1999 6 1461* 6.68* 7.2 12/12

Mondeo LX hatch –– 43,340 118 208 4/2261 7 1699 –– 9.3 ––

Mondeo LX wagon –– 44,840 118 208 4/2261 7 1788 –– 9.3 ––

Mondeo Diesel LX hatch –– 46,340 120 340 4/1997 7 1806 –– 5.6 ––

Mondeo Diesel LX wagon –– 47,840 120 340 4/1997 7 1806 –– 5.6 ––

Mondeo EcoBoost Zetec hatch –– 48,340 149 300 4/1999 7 –– –– 8.0 ––

Mondeo Diesel Zetec hatch –– 50,340 120 340 4/1997 7 1754 –– 5.6 –– 

Mondeo EcoBoost Titanium hatch –– 53,340 149 300 4/1999 7 1655 7.85* 8.0 11/11

Mondeo Diesel Titanium hatch –– 55,340 120 340 4/1997 7 1673* 9.53* 5.6 05/11

Falcon XR6 –– 54,340 195 391 6/3984 6 1748 –– 9.5 ––

Falcon XR6 Turbo –– 59,340 270 533 6/3984 6 1793 –– 11.7 ––

Falcon XR8 69,990 69,990 195 391 6/3984 6 1833* 5.12* 13.6 03/15

Falcon G6E 54,340 195 391 6/3984 6 1755 –– 9.5 ––

Falcon G6E Turbo –– 59,340 270 533 6/3984 6 1804 –– 11.7 ––

Falcon XR6 Ute –– 46,340 195 391 6/3984 2 1762 –– 9.5 ––

Mustang Fastback Ecoboost –– 56,990 233 432 4/2261 6 1598 5.6 –– ––

Mustang Convertible Ecoboost –– 61,990 233 432 4/2261 4 1678 5.6 –– ––

Mustang Fastback GT 71,990 71,990 303 525 8/4951 6 1680 4.5 –– ––

Mustang Convertible GT –– 76,990 303 525 8/4951 4 1765 4.5 –– –– 

Kuga Ambiente EcoBoost –– 39,990 134 240 4/1596 7 1682 –– 7.7 ––

Kuga Trend EcoBoost –– 43,990 134 240 4/1596 7 1682 –– 7.7 ––

Kuga Trend Diesel –– 45,990 120 340 4/1997 7 1707 –– 6.2 ––

Kuga Titanium EcoBoost –– 52,990 134 240 4/1596 7 1721* 10.50* 7.7 08/13

Kuga Titanium Diesel –– 54,990 120 340 4/1997 7 1750* 9.91* 6.2 07/13

Territory TX RWD –– 49,990 195 391 6/3984 7 2002 –– 10.6 ––

Territory TX AWD Diesel –– 59,990 140 440 6/2710 7 2142 –– 8.2 ––

Territory TS RWD –– 54,990 195 391 6/3984 7 2011 –– 10.6 ––

Territory TS RWD Diesel –– 59,990 140 440 6/2710 7 2072 –– 8.2 ––

Territory TS AWD Diesel –– 64,990 140 440 6/2710 7 2144 –– 8.8 ––

Territory Titanium RWD –– 59,990 195 391 6/3984 7 2011 –– 10.6 ––

Territory Titanium AWD Diesel –– 69,990 140 440 6/2710 7 2160* 10.17* 9.0 07/11

Ranger super cab 4x2 XL 40,640 –– 147 470 5/3199 7 1921 –– 8.4 ––

Ranger super cab 4x2 XLT –– 47,340 147 470 5/3199 7 2001 –– 8.9 ––

Ranger double cab 4x2 XL 43,040 45,040 147 470 5/3199 7 1944 –– 8.9 ––

Ranger double cab 4x2 XLT 46,540 48,540 147 470 5/3199 7 2052 –– 8.9 ––

Ranger super cab 4x4 XL 53,140 –– 147 470 5/3199 7 2044 –– 8.9 ––

Ranger super cab 4x4 XLT –– 57,440 147 470 5/3199 7 2112 –– 8.9 ––

Ranger double cab 4x4 XL 54,440 56,440 147 470 5/3199 7 1929 –– 8.9 ––

Ranger double cab 4x4 XLT 59,040 61,040 147 470 5/3199 7 2139* 10.89* 8.9 ––

Ranger double cab 4x4 Wildtrak 64,640 66,640 147 470 5/3199 7 2233 –– 9.4 ––

greatwallauto.co.nz

 V240 d/cab 4x2 24,990 –– 100 200 4/2378 2 1660 –– 10.7 ––

 V240 d/cab 4x4 27,990 –– 100 200 4/2378 2 1780 –– 10.7 ––

 V200 double cab 4x2 26,990 –– 105 320 –– 2 –– –– 8.3 ––

 V200 double cab 4x4 29,990 –– 105 320 –– 2 –– –– 8.3 ––

 X240 28,990 –– 100 200 4/2378 2 1805 –– 10.3 ––

X200 31,990 34,990 105 310 4/1996 2 1890 –– 9.2 ––

holden.co.nz

Barina Spark CD 16,990 –– 59 107 4/1206 6 –– –– 5.6 ––

Barina Spark CDX 18,490 –– 59 107 4/1206 6 985* 13.27* 5.6 01/11

Barina CD hatch 22,990 24,990 85 155 4/1598 6 –– –– 6.7 ––

Barina CDX hatch –– 26,990 85 155 4/1598 6 –– –– 6.4 ––

Barina CD sedan –– 24,990 85 155 4/1598 6 –– –– 6.7 ––

Barina RS hatch 26,490 27,990 103 200 4/1364 6 1276 9.54* 6.5 01/14

Trax LS –– 32,990 103 175 4/1796 6 1356 –– 7.0 ––

Trax LTZ –– 35,490 103 175 4/1796 6 1392* 10.57* 7.6 12/13

Cruze 1.8 Equipe –– 30,990 104 175 4/1796 6 1492 –– 7.4 –– 

Cruze 1.4 Turbo Equipe –– 32,990 103 200 4/1364 6 1426 –– 6.8 –– 

Cruze 2.0d Equipe –– 35,990 120 360 4/1991 6 –– –– 6.7 –– 

Cruze 1.8 CDX –– 33,490 104 175 4/1796 6 1409 –– 7.4 –– 

Cruze 1.6 Turbo SRI-V –– 39,490 132 230 4/1598 6 1493 –– 7.9 ––

Cruze 1.8 Equipe hatch –– 30,990 104 175 4/1716 6 –– –– 7.0 –– 

Cruze 2.0d Equipe hatch –– 35,990 120 360 4/1991 6 –– –– 6.7 –– 

Cruze 1.6 Turbo SRI hatch –– 36,490 132 230 4/1598 6 1502* 8.88* 7.9 07/13 

Cruze 1.6 Turbo SRI-V hatch –– 39,490 132 230 4/1598 6 –– –– 7.9 ––

Cruze sportwagon CD –– 32,490 104 176 4/1716 6 –– –– –– ––

Cruze sportwagon CDX –– 34,990 104 176 4/1716 6 1482* 12.48* 7.5 02/13

Cruze sportwagon CD CRDi –– 37,490 120 360 4/1991 6 –– –– –– –– 

Malibu CD –– 42,900 123 225 4/2384 6 1583 –– 8.0 ––

Malibu CDX –– 45,900 123 225 4/2384 6 1621* 9.43* 8.0 09/13

Malibu CD CRDi –– 45,400 117 350 4/1956 6 1672* 9.17* 6.4 10/13

Malibu CDX CRDi –– 48,400 117 350 4/1956 6 1684 –– 6.5 ––

Captiva 5 LT 4x2 36,990 38,490 123 230 4/2384 6 1681 –– 9.1 –– 

Captiva 5 LT 4x4 CRDi –– 43,490 135 400 4/2231 6 1886 –– 8.5 –– 

Captiva 5 LTZ 4x2 –– 41,490 123 230 4/2384 6 1681 –– 9.1 –– 

Captiva 5 LTZ 4x4 CRDi –– 46,490 135 400 4/2231 6 1886 –– 8.5 –– 

Captiva 7 LS 4x2 –– 40,490 123 230 4/2384 6 1750 –– 9.1 –– 

Captiva 7 LT 4x4 –– 49,490 190 288 6/2997 6 1885 –– 11.3 ––

Captiva 7 LTZ 4x4 –– 54,490 190 288 6/2997 6 1902* 9.47* 11.3 07/11 

Captiva 7 LS 4x2 CRDi –– 44,490 135 400 4/2231 6 1851 –– 8.1 ––

Captiva 7 LT 4x2 CRDi –– 51,490 135 400 4/2231 6 1944* 9.98* 8.3 09/11

Crown canopies & Tuf Dek 

l i n e r s  a r e  d e s i gned  and  

manufactured in New Zealand 

then exported to the world

www.FULLYEQUIPPED.co.nz

NATIONWIDE SALES AND SERVICE
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Captiva 7 LTZ 4x2 CRDi –– 56,490 135 400 4/2231 6 1948 –– 8.3 –– 

Commodore Evoke –– 49,990 185 290 6/2997 6 1622 –– 8.3 ––

Commodore SV6 –– 55,490 210 350 6/3564 6 1685 –– 9.0 ––

Commodore SS –– 61,490 260 517 8/5967 6 1744 –– 11.5 ––

Commodore SSV –– 68,990 260 517 8/5967 6 1754 –– 11.5 ––

Commodore SSV Redline –– 74,490 260 517 8/5967 6 1780 –– 11.8 ––

Calais V6 –– 58,490 210 350 6/3564 6 1702 –– 9.0 ––

Calais V V6 –– 66,490 210 350 6/3564 6 1724* 6.96* 9.0 09/13

Calais V V8 –– 72,490 260 517 8/5967 6 1778 –– 11.7 ––

Commodore Evoke Sportwagon –– 52,490 185 290 6/2997 6 1717 –– 8.6 ––

Commodore SV6 Sportwagon –– 57,990 210 350 6/3564 6 1776 –– 9.3 ––

Commodore SSV Sportwagon –– 71,490 260 517 8/5967 6 1849 –– 11.7 ––

Commodore SSV Sportwagon Redline –– 76,990 260 517 8/5967 6 1851 –– 11.8 ––

Calais V Sportwagon V6 –– 68,990 210 350 6/3564 6 1808 –– 9.3 ––

Calais V Sportwagon V8 –– 74,990 260 517 8/5967 6 1866 –– 11.7 ––

SV6 ute –– 48,990  210 350 6/3564 6 1681 –– 9.0 –– 

SS ute –– 54,990 260 530 8/5967 6 1733 –– 11.5 –– 

SSV ute –– 59,490 260 530 8/5967 6 1749 –– 11.5 ––

SSV Redline ute 62,990 –– 270 530 8/5967 6 1729* 5.33* 11.8 10/13

SSV Redline ute –– 62,990 260 517 8/5967 6 1753 –– 11.8 ––

Caprice V6 LPG –– 74,990 180 320 6/ 3564 6 –– –– 12.1 ––

Caprice V8 –– 79,990 260 530 8/5967 6 1851 –– 11.7 –– 

Volt –– 85,000 111 370 n.a. 8 1719* 9.82* n.a 12/12

Colorado crew cab 4x2 LX 44,490 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 7.6 ––

Colorado crew cab 4x2 LT 45,990 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 7.6 –– 

Colorado crew cab 4x2 LT –– 47,990 147 500 4/2776 6 –– –– 8.8 –– 

Colorado crew cab 4x2 LTZ 49,990 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 7.9 –– 

Colorado crew cab 4x2 LTZ –– 51,990 147 500 4/2776 6 –– –– 8.9 –– 

Colorado space cab 4x4 LTZ 58,490 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 7.9 ––

Colorado crew cab 4x4 LX 54,490 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 7.9 ––

Colorado crew cab 4x4 LT 57,990 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 7.9 ––

Colorado crew cab 4x4 LT –– 59,900 147 500 4/2776 6 –– –– 9.0 ––

Colorado crew cab 4x4 LTZ 59,990 –– 147 440 4/2776 6 –– –– 8.1 ––

Colorado crew cab 4x4 LTZ –– 61,990 147 500 4/2776 6 2155* 9.98* 9.1 04/14

Colorado 7 4x4 LT –– 62,990 147 500 4/2776 6 –– –– 9.2 ––

Colorado 7 4x4 LTZ –– 66,990 147 500 4/2776 6 –– –– 9.2 ––

hsv.com.au

ClubSport 83,890 85,390 317 550 8/6162 6 1755 –– 12.6 ––

ClubSport R8 92,890 94,390 325 550 8/6162 6 1771* 4.88* 12.6 09/13

Maloo 79,890 81,390 317 550 8/6162 6 1753 –– 12.6 ––

Maloo R8 87,890 89,390 325 550 8/6162 6 1787 –– 12.6 ––

ClubSport R8 tourer 93,890 95,390 325 550 8/6162 6 1834 –– 12.6 ––

Senator Signature 105,990 105,990 340 550 8/6162 6 1852* 4.92* 12.6 07/14 

Grange –– 110,990 340 570 8/6162 6 1838 –– 12.9 ––

GTS 122,990 125,290 430 760 8/6162 6 1902* 4.13* 15.7 12/13

honda.co.nz

Jazz S –– 23,700 73 119 4/1317 6 1039 –– 5.1 ––

Jazz RS 25,500 26,900 97 155 4/1496 6 1085* 8.99* 5.3 09/14

Jazz RS Sport 27,000 28,400 97 155 4/1496 6 1050 –– 5.3 –– 

Jazz RS Ltd 28,500 29,990 97 155 4/1496 6 1050 –– 5.3 –– 

Jazz RS Mugen 29,500 30,900 97 155 4/1496 6 1050 –– 5.3 –– 

Civic S –– 33,900 104 174 4/1798 6 1245 –– 6.7 –– 

Civic S Sport –– 36,400 104 174 4/1798 6 1245 –– 6.7 –– 

Civic LN –– 39,990 114 190 4/1998 6 1290 –– 7.5 –– 

Civic LN Sport –– 42,490 114 190 4/1998 6 1290 –– 7.5 –– 

Euro Civic S 29,900 34,900 104 174 4/1798 6 1267* 9.07* 6.4 08/12

Euro Civic S Ltd 30,900 35,900 104 174 4/1798 6 1307 –– 6.4 ––

Euro Civic L –– 38,900 104 174 4/1798 6 1342 10.82* 6.6 10/12

Euro Civic L Ltd –– 39,900 104 174 4/1798 6 1342 –– 6.6 ––

Insight SN –– 36,900 72 167 4/1339 6 1178 12.6 4.3 –– 

Accord Euro SN 43,700 47,200 148 234 4/2354 6 1555 –– 8.5 ––

Accord Euro LN –– 51,000 148 234 4/2354 6 1595 –– 8.5 ––

Accord Euro Tourer LN –– 53,200 148 234 4/2354 6 1640 –– 8.5 ––

Accord S –– 45,900 129 225 4/2356 6 1530 –– 7.9 –– 

Accord LN –– 49,900 129 225 4/2356 6 1564* 9.60* 8.1 03/15

Accord LN Sport –– 53,400 129 225 4/2356 6 1567 –– 8.1 ––

Accord NT –– 55,000 129 225 4/2356 6 1565* 9.44* 8.1 08/13

Accord V6NT –– 60,000 206 339 6/3471 6 1669* 6.54* 9.2 11/13

Accord V6NT Sport –– 63,500 206 339 6/3471 6 1667 –– 9.2 ––

CRV S 4x2 –– 38,900 114 190 4/1998 6 1460 –– 7.7 ––

CRV Sport 4x2 –– 42,900 114 222 4/1998 6 1540 –– 7.7 ––

CRV Sport + 4x2 –– 46,900 140 222 4/2354 6 1533 –– 7.7 ––

CRV N –– 42,900 140 222 4/2354 6 1629 –– 8.7 ––

CRV Sport –– 49,800 140 222 4/2354 6 1629 –– 8.7 04/15

CRV Sport + –– 53,790 140 222 4/2354 6 1629 –– 8.7 ––

CRV Sport NT –– 54,900 140 222 4/2354 6 1629 –– 8.7 04/15

CRV Sport NT+ –– 58,890 140 222 4/2354 6 1629 –– 8.7 ––

Odyssey S –– 45,900 129 225 4/2356 6 1768 –– 7.6 ––

Odyssey L –– 52,500 129 225 4/2356 6 1854* 11.52* 7.8 02/15

CRZ LN 42,000 42,000 100 190 4/1497 6 1154* 9.21* 5.0 02/12 

CRZ LN Sport 44,100 44,100 100 190 4/1497 6 1174 –– 5.0 –– 

CRZ LN Mugen 47,000 47,000 100 190 4/1497 6 1174 –– 5.0 ––

Distributors: To have your prices updated, email your current price list and information to tom@autocar.co.nz by the 10th of each month new zealand autocar     105subscribe online at www.mags4gifts.co.nz/autocar

hyundai.co.nz

i20 GL 24,990 25,990 73 136 4/1396 6 1061 –– 6.0 ––

i20 1.4 25,990 26,990 73 136 4/1396 6 1125* 12.47* 6.0 07/11

Accent hatch 1.6 28,990 31,990 91 156 4/1591 6 1140 –– 6.4 ––

Accent hatch 1.6 Elite –– 35,990 91 156 4/1591 6 1140 –– 6.4 ––

i30 1.8 31,990 35,990 110 178 4/1797 7 1225 –– 6.5 ––

i30 1.6 CRDi –– 39,990 94 260 4/1582 7 1366* 10.30* 4.5 09/11

i30 1.8 Elite –– 39,990 110 178 4/1797 7 1240 –– 6.9 ––

i30 1.6 CRDi Elite –– 43,990 94 260 4/1582 7 1310 –– 5.6 ––

i30 2.0 Elite –– 43,990 129 209 4/1990 7 1343* 8.42* 7.5 07/14

i30 wagon 1.6 36,490 37,990 88 156 4/1591 7 1350 –– 6.7 ––

i30 wagon CRDi 40,490 41,990 94 260 4/1582 7 1452* 11.32* 4.5 05/13

Elantra –– 35,990 110 176 4/1797 6 1220 –– 7.1 –– 

Elantra Elite –– 39,990 110 176 4/1797 6 1220 –– 7.1 –– 

Elantra Elite Ltd –– 43,990 110 176 4/1797 6 1297* 9.73* 7.1 09/11 

Veloster Elite –– 44,990 103 167 4/1591 6 1265 –– 6.4 –– 

Veloster Turbo 49,990 51,490 150 265 4/1591 6 1355* 7.65* 6.8 ––

Sonata –– 45,990 138 241 4/2359 6 1500 –– 8.3 ––

Sonata Elite –– 49,990 138 241 4/2359 6 1568* 8.87* 8.3 03/15 

Sonata 2.0 Turbo Elite Ltd –– 55,990 180 350 4/1998 6 1560 9.0* 9.2 04/15 

i40 2.0 –– 42,990 130 213 4/1999 9 1441 –– 7.5 ––

i40 1.7 CRDi –– 46,990 100 320 4/1685 9 1507 –– 5.6 –– 

i40 1.7 CRDi Elite –– 51,990 100 320 4/1685 9 1609* 10.45* 6.0 05/13 

i40 wagon –– 44,990 130 213 4/1999 9 1441 –– 7.5 ––

i40 wagon1.7 CRDi –– 48,990 100 320 4/1685 9 1514 –– 5.6 –– 

i40 wagon 2.0 Elite –– 49,990 130 213 4/1999 9 1595 –– 7.7 –– 

i40 wagon1.7 CRDi Elite –– 53,990 100 320 4/1685 9 1659 –– 6.0 –– 

i40 wagon1.7 CRDi Elite Ltd –– 59,990 100 320 4/1685 9 1659 –– 6.0 –– 

ix35 2.0 4x2 –– 39,990 122 205 4/1998 6 1485 –– 8.4 ––

ix35 2.0 4x2 Elite –– 43,990 122 205 4/1998 6 1485 –– 8.4 ––

ix35 2.4 –– 44,990 130 240 4/2359 6 1585 –– 9.8 ––

ix35 2.4 Elite –– 48,990 130 240 4/2359 6 1585 –– 9.8 ––

ix35 2.0R CRDi –– 50,990 135 392 4/1995 6 1636 –– 7.2 ––

ix35 2.4 Elite Ltd –– 52,990 130 240 4/2359 6 1585 –– 9.8 ––

ix35 2.0R CRDi Elite –– 54,990 135 392 4/1995 6 1636 –– 7.2 ––

ix35 2.0R CRDi Elite Ltd –– 58,990 135 392 4/1995 6 1643* 8.85* 7.2 09/10

Santa Fe –– 57,990 141 242 4/2359 7 1727 –– 9.0 –– 

Santa Fe 7 seater –– 59,990 141 242 4/2359 7 1727 –– 9.0 –– 

Santa Fe CRDi –– 63,990 145 436 4/2199 7 1831 –– 7.3 –– 

Santa Fe CRDi 7 seater –– 65,990 145 436 4/2199 7 1831 –– 7.3 –– 

Santa Fe Elite 7 seater –– 67,990 141 242 4/2359 7 1727 –– 9.0 –– 

Santa Fe V6 4x2 7 seater –– 67,990 199 318 6/3342 7 1715 –– 9.0 ––

Santa Fe CRDi Elite 7 seater –– 73,990 145 436 4/2199 7 1951* 9.09* 7.3 05/13

Santa Fe CRDi Elite Limited 7 seater –– 79,990 145 436 4/2199 7 1831 –– 7.3 ––

Genesis –– 99,990 232 397 6/3778 9 2022* 6.86* 11.2 03/15

jaguar.com/nz

XF 2.0 i4 SE –– 75,000 177 340 4/1999 6 1660 7.90 6.2 ––

XF 2.0 i4 Luxury –– 90,000 177 340 4/1999 6 1780* 7.21* 6.2 03/13

XF 2.2D Luxury –– 90,000 140 450 4/2179 6 1829* 8.42* 5.4 05/12

XF 3.0D S Luxury –– 115,000 202 600 6/2720 6 1905* 6.63* 6.3 04/12

XF Sportbrake 2.2D Luxury –– 95,000 147 450 4/2179 6 1824 8.8 5.2 ––

XF Sportbrake 3.0D S Luxury –– 120,000 202 600 6/2993 6 1880 6.6 6.1 ––

XFR –– 160,000 375 625 8/5000 6 1975* 4.61* 11.3 06/13

XFR-S –– 185,000 405 680 8/5000 6 1977* 4.50* 11.6 10/14

F-Type coupe –– 125,000 250 450 6/2995 4 1577 5.3 8.8 ––

F-Type S coupe –– 140,000 280 460 6/2995 4 1724* 4.78* 9.1 10/14

F-Type R coupe –– 185,000 404 680 8/5000 4 1790* 4.38* 11.1 09/14

F-Type convertible –– 140,000 250 450 6/2995 4 1710* 5.42* 9.0 05/14

F-Type S convertible –– 155,000 280 460 6/2995 4 1614 4.9 9.1 ––

F-Type V8 S convertible –– 180,000 364 625 8/5000 4 1794* 4.04* 11.1 09/13

XK coupe –– 175,000 283 515 8/5000 4 1660 5.5 11.2 ––

XK convertible –– 190,000 283 515 8/5000 4 1696 5.6 11.2 ––

XK R coupe –– 195,000 375 625 8/5000 4 1850* 4.70* 12.3 11/09

XK R convertible –– 210,000 375 625 8/5000 4 1800 4.8 12.3 ––

XKR-S coupe –– 260,000 405 680 8/5000 4 1753 4.4 12.3 ––

XKR-S convertible –– 275,000 405 680 8/5000 4 1850 4.8 12.3 ––

XJ 3.0D Premium Luxury –– 155,000 202 600 6/2720 6 1895* 7.15* 7.0 11/10

XJR –– 220,000 405 680 8/5000 6 1945* 4.27* 11.6 10/14 

jeep.co.nz

Patriot Sport 4x2 30,990 33,990 115 190 4/1998 4 1490 –– 6.1 ––

Patriot Ltd 2.4 –– 41,990 125 220 4/2360 4 1525 –– 9.1 ––

Compass Sport 4x2 –– 33,990 115 190 4/1998 4 1437 –– 8.2 ––

Compass North 4x2 –– 33,990 115 190 4/1998 4 1437 –– 8.2 ––

Compass Ltd –– 41,990 125 220 4/2360 4 1570 –– 8.7 ––

Cherokee Sport 4x2 –– 44,990 130 229 4/2360 7 1678 10.53* 8.3 02/15

Cherokee Longitude 4x4 –– 54,990 200 316 6/3239 7 1795 –– 10.0 ––

Cherokee Limited 4x4 –– 61,990 200 316 6/3239 7 1888* 7.87* 10.0 09/14

Cherokee Trailhawk 4x4 –– 65,990 200 316 6/3239 7 1936 –– 10.0 ––

Cherokee Ltd CRD –– 66,990 125 350 4/1956 7 1956* 11.1* 5.8 03/15



Prices are RRP.  Errors & Omissions Excepted.  *tested by NZ Autocar     ** no ABS      no stability control
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Cerato hatch SX 2.0 satnav –– 40,490 129 209 4/1999 6 1339 –– 7.5 ––

Cerato sedan LX –– 30,490 110 178 4/1797 6 1243 –– 7.1 ––

Cerato sedan EX –– 34,690 110 178 4/1797 6 1243 –– 7.1 ––

Cerato sedan SX satnav –– 37,490 110 178 4/1797 6 1314* 9.75* 7.1 09/14

Cerato sedan SX 2.0 satnav –– 40,490 129 209 4/1999 6 1342* 9.30* 7.4 07/13

Cerato Koup SX –– 42,490 150 265 4/1591 6 1373* 7.70* 8.0 04/14

pro_cee’d GT 43,990 –– 150 265 4/1591 6 1373* 7.68* 7.4 05/13

Optima LX –– 43,990 148 250 4/2359 6 1478 –– 7.9 ––

Optima EX –– 46,990 148 250 4/2359 6 1478 –– 7.9 ––

Optima Ltd Satnav –– 52,490 148 250 4/2359 6 1578* 9.72* 7.9 05/14

Carens –– 37,990 122 213 4/1999 6 1541* 9.62* 7.9 09/13

Carnival V6 Ltd –– 51,990 202 343 6/3470 6 1996 –– 10.9 ––

Carnival R Ltd –– 55,990 143 429 4/2199 6 –– –– 8.1 ––

Sportage Urban 2.0 LX 4x2 –– 34,240 122 205 4/1999 6 1580 –– 8.4 ––

Sportage Urban 2.0 EX 4x2 –– 38,340 122 205 4/1999 6 1580 –– 8.4 –– 

Sportage Urban 2.0 Ltd 4x2 –– 44,490 122 205 4/1999 6 1580 –– 8.4 –– 

Sportage 2.0 EX –– 42,490 122 205 4/1999 6 1580 –– 8.6 ––

Sportage 2.0 Ltd satnav –– 48,490 122 205 4/1999 6 1327* 10.18 8.6 08/14

Sportage R LX CRDi –– 44,240 135 392 4/1995 6 1664* 8.50* 7.2 02/15

Sportage R EX CRDi –– 48,490 135 392 4/1995 6 1712 –– 7.2 ––

Sportage R Ltd CRDi satnav –– 54,490 135 392 4/1995 6 1712 –– 7.2 ––

Sorento LX –– 49,990 130 227 4/2359 6 1693 –– 9.9 ––

Sorento R LX CRDi –– 55,990 145 436 4/2199 6 1817 –– 7.8 ––

Sorento Ltd Urban –– 60,990 204 335 6/3342 6 1831 –– 9.9 ––

Sorento R EX CRDi –– 61,990 145 445 4/2199 6 1817 –– 7.8 ––

Sorento R LTD CRDi –– 67,990 145 445 4/2199 6 1817 –– 7.8 ––

Sorento R Premium CRDi –– 70,990 145 445 4/2199 6 1941 –– 7.8 ––

lamborghini.co.nz

Huracan LP 610-4 –– 418,000 449 560 10/5204 4 1636* 3.37* 12.5 04/15

Aventador LP 700-4 –– 675,000 515 690 12/6498 7 1575 3.30* 16.0 05/12

Aventador LP 700-4 Roadster –– 729,000 515 690 12/6498 7 1625 3.0 16.0 –– 

106     new zealand autocar
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Wrangler Sport 2dr 46,990 48,990 209 347 6/3605 4 –– –– 11.3 ––

Wrangler Sport 2dr CRD –– 53,990 147 460 4/2777 4 –– –– 8.6 ––

Wrangler Rubicon 2dr 55,990 57,990 209 347 6/3605 4 –– –– 11.3 ––

Wrangler Overland 2dr –– 59,990 209 347 6/3605 4 –– –– 11.3 ––

Wrangler Unlimited Sport –– 53,990 209 347 6/3605 4 2045* 9.25* 11.2 03/12

Wrangler Unlimited Sport CRD –– 58,990 209 347 4/2777 4 –– –– –– ––

Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon 60,990 62,990 209 347 6/3605 4 –– –– –– ––

Wrangler Unlimited Overland –– 64,990 209 347 6/3605 4 –– –– –– ––

Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x2 –– 64,990 210 347 6/3604 9 1996 8.3 10.1 ––

Grand Cherokee Laredo –– 68,990 210 347 6/3604 9 2084 8.3 10.4 ––

Grand Cherokee Laredo CRD –– 73,990 184 570 6/2987 9 2267 8.2 7.5 ––

Grand Cherokee Ltd V6 –– 80,990 210 347 6/3604 9 2169 8.3 10.4 ––

Grand Cherokee Ltd CRD –– 85,990 184 570 6/2987 9 2334* 7.92* 7.5 10/13 

Grand Cherokee Ltd V8 –– 83,990 259 520 8/5654 9 2302 7.3 14.1 ––

Grand Cherokee Overland –– 93,990 210 347 6/3604 9 2169 8.3 10.4 ––

Grand Cherokee Overland CRD –– 98,990 184 570 6/2987 9 2327 8.2 7.5 –– 

Grand Cherokee Overland V8 –– 96,990 259 520 8/5654 9 2329 7.3 13.0 ––

Grand Cherokee SRT8 –– 109,990 344 624 8/6424 9 2443* 5.06* 14.0 08/14

kia.co.nz

Picanto LX ISG 18,590 –– 64 123 4/1250 6 967* 10.71* 4.3 10/11

Picanto LX –– 18,990 64 123 4/1250 6 870 –– 5.3 –– 

Picanto EX –– 20,990 64 123 4/1250 7 870 –– 5.6 –– 

Rio LX ISG 22,490 –– 80 137 4/1396 6 1119* 11.13* 5.3 06/12 

Rio LX diesel ISG 24,990 –– 66 220 4/1396 6 1219* 11.64* 3.6 08/12

Rio LX –– 23,490 80 137 4/1396 6 1093 –– 6.4 –– 

Rio EX –– 25,790 80 137 4/1396 6 1179* 14.07* 6.4 11/11

Soul EX –– 29,990 95 157 4/1591 6 1245 12.5 8.2 ––

Soul SX –– 33,490 95 157 4/1591 6 1245 12.5 8.2 ––

Soul SX 2.0 –– 35,490 115 195 4/1999 6 1267 10.2 8.4 ––

Cerato hatch LX –– 30,490 110 178 4/1797 6 1293 –– 7.4 ––

Cerato hatch EX –– 34,690 110 178 4/1797 6 1293 –– 7.4 ––

Cerato hatch SX satnav –– 37,490 110 178 4/1797 6 1319* 11.12* 7.4 12/13



Distributors: To have your prices updated, email your current price list and information to tom@autocar.co.nz by the 10th of each month new zealand autocar     107subscribe online at www.mags4gifts.co.nz/autocar
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land rover.co.nz

Defender 90 SW 63,000 –– 90 360 4/2401 –– 1886* 16.78* –– 02/08 

Defender 110 pick up 66,500 –– 90 360 4/2401 –– 1884 –– –– –– 

Defender 110 SW 66,000 –– 90 360 4/2401 –– 2041 –– –– –– 

Defender 130 pick up 66,500 –– 90 360 4/2401 –– 2120 –– –– –– 

Freelander 2 SD4 –– 65,000 140 420 4/2179 7 1775 9.4 7.0 –– 

Discovery 4 TDV6 SE –– 90,000 140 440 6/2720 8 –– 12.7 10.2 ––

Discovery 4 SDV6 HSE –– 110,000 183 600 6/2993 8 2610* 9.25* 9.3 02/10

Range Rover Evoque TD4 Pure –– 73,000 110 400 4/2179 6 1715 9.6 6.5 ––

Range Rover Evoque TD4 Pure Tech –– 78,750 110 400 4/2179 6 1715 9.6 6.5 ––

Range Rover Evoque TD4 Dynamic –– 89,000 110 400 4/2179 6 1715 9.6 6.5 ––

Range Rover Evoque Si4 Pure –– 78,000 177 340 4/1999 6 1670 7.6 8.7 ––

Range Rover Evoque Si4 Pure Tech –– 83,750 177 340 4/1999 6 1670 7.6 8.7 ––

Range Rover Evoque Si4 Dynamic –– 94,000 177 340 4/1999 6 1670 7.6 8.7 ––

Range Rover Sport TDV6 SE –– 125,000 190 600 6/2993 8 2115 7.6 7.3 –– 

Range Rover Sport SDV6 HSE –– 140,000 215 600 6/2993 8 2115 7.2 7.5 –– 

Range Rover Sport SDV6 Autobiography –– 155,000 215 600 6/2993 8 2115 7.2 7.5 –– 

Range Rover Sport SDV8 HSE –– 155,000 250 700 8/4367 6 2360 6.9 8.7 –– 

Range Rover Sport SDV8 HSE Dynamic –– 160,000 250 700 8/4367 6 2360 6.9 8.7 –– 

Range Rover Sport Supercharged HSE –– 170,000 375 625 8/5000 8 2463* 4.90* 13.8 03/14 

Range Rover Sport S/C Autobiography –– 185,000 375 625 8/5000 8 2310 5.3 13.8 –– 

Range Rover TDV6 HSE –– 160,000 190 600 6/2993 8 2421* 8.28* 7.5 ––

Range Rover TDV6 Vogue –– 170,000 190 600 6/2993 8 2160 7.9 7.5 ––

Range Rover SDV8 Vogue –– 180,000 250 700 8/4367 8 2597* 7.24* 8.7 04/13

Range Rover SDV8 Vogue SE –– 205,000 250 700 8/4367 8 2360 6.9 8.7 ––

Range Rover SDV8 Autobiography –– 220,000 250 700 8/4367 8 2360 6.9 8.7 ––

Range Rover Supercharged Vogue SE –– 210,000 375 625 8/5000 8 2330 5.4 13.8 ––

Range Rover Supercharged Autobio –– 225,000 375 625 8/5000 8 2330 5.4 13.8 ––

lexus.co.nz

CT200h –– 49,995 73 142 4/1798 7 1465 10.3 4.1 ––

CT200h F Sport –– 59,995 73 142 4/1798 7 1465 11.24* 4.1 09/14 

CT200h Ltd –– 69,995 73 142 4/1798 7 1465* 11.90* 4.1 06/11

IS250 –– 72,990 153 252 6/2500 10 1555 8.1 9.2 –– 

IS250 F Sport –– 83,990 153 252 6/2500 10 1627* 8.02* 9.2 11/13

IS250 Ltd –– 86,500 153 252 6/2500 10 1555 8.1 9.2 –– 

IS300h –– 79,990 133 221 4/2494 10 1635 8.5 4.9 ––

IS300h F Sport –– 90,990 133 221 4/2494 10 1635 8.5 4.9 –– 

IS300h Ltd –– 91,500 133 221 4/2494 10 1635 8.5 4.9 ––

IS350 –– 94,995 233 378 6/3500 10 1638* 6.59* 9.7 10/13

IS350 F Sport –– 104,990 233 378 6/3500 10 1640 5.9 9.7 –– 

IS350 Ltd –– 107,500 233 378 6/3500 10 1640 5.9 9.7 ––

ES300h –– 79,990 118 213 4/2494 10 1630 8.5 5.5 –– 

ES300h Ltd –– 93,990 118 213 4/2494 10 1665 8.5 5.5 ––

ES350 –– 93,990 204 346 6/3456 10 1630 7.4 9.5 –– 

ES350 Ltd –– 107,990 204 346 6/3456 10 1665 7.4 9.5 ––

GS250 –– 105,000 154 253 6/2500 10 1720 8.8 9.3 ––

GS300h –– 110,500 133 221 6/2500 10 1735 –– 5.2 –– 

GS300h F Sport –– 118,500 133 221 6/2500 10 1820 –– 5.2 ––

GS350 –– 120,500 233 378 6/3456 10 1650 6.3 9.7 –– 

GS350 F Sport –– 128,500 233 378 6/3456 10 1740 6.3 9.7 ––

GS350 Ltd –– 140,500 233 378 6/3456 10 1740 6.3 9.7 ––

GS450h –– 137,000 252 352 6/3456 10 1881 6.07* 6.3 08/12 

GS450h F Sport –– 145,000 252 352 6/3456 10 1910 6.1 6.3 ––

GS450h F Sport Ltd –– 156,000 252 352 6/3456 10 1910 6.1 6.3 ––

LS460 –– 193,000 285 493 8/4608 12 2080 6.54* 11.1 ––

LS460 F Sport –– 203,000 285 493 8/4608 12 2085* 6.61* 11.1 05/13

LS460 Ltd –– 213,000 285 493 8/4608 12 2020 5.9 11.1 ––

LS600hL –– 262,000 290 520 8/4969 12 2340 5.7 8.6 ––

RC350 F Sport –– 122,500 233 378 6/3456 8 1740 6.3 9.4 –– 

RC350 Ltd –– 125,500 233 378 6/3456 8 1740 6.3 9.4 ––

RC-F –– 159,900 351 530 8/4969 8 1860 4.5 10.9 –– 

NX300h 4x2 –– 81,900 145 210 4/2494 8 1835 9.3 5.6 –– 

NX300h F-Sport –– 95,990 145 210 4/2494 8 1895 9.3 5.7 ––

NX300h Ltd –– 95,900 145 210 4/2494 8 1893* 9.00* 5.7 01/15 

NX200t 4x2 –– 79,900 175 350 4/1998 8 1740* 7.46* 7.7 05/15

NX200t –– 84,900 175 350 4/1998 8 1860 7.1 7.9 –– 

NX200t F Sport –– 94,900 175 350 4/1998 8 1860 7.1 7.9 –– 

NX200t Ltd –– 94,900 175 350 4/1998 8 1860 7.1 7.9 ––

RX350 –– 89,990 204 346 6/3456 8 1975 8.0 10.8 –– 

RX350 F Sport –– 96,990 204 346 6/3456 8 1975 8.0 10.8 ––

RX350 Ltd –– 105,990 204 346 6/3456 8 2085 8.0 10.8 –– 

RX450h SE –– 113,990 220 n.a 6/3456 8 2110 7.8 6.4 –– 

RX450h F Sport –– 115,990 220 n.a 6/3456 8 2110 7.8 6.4 ––

RX450h Ltd –– 123,990 220 n.a 6/3456 8 2205 7.8 6.4 –– 

LX570 –– 191,000 270 530 8/5663 14 2740 7.98* 14.5 07/12

lotuscars.co.nz

Elise 86,990 –– 100 160 4/1598 2 876 6.5 6.3 ––

Elise S 96,990 –– 162 250 4/1798 2 924 4.6 7.5 –– 

Exige S 131,990 –– 258 400 6/3456 2 1176 4.0 10.1 ––

Evora 2+2 129,990 145,990 206 350 6/3456 2 1383 5.0 9.3 –– 

Evora S 2+2 153,990  165,990 258 400 6/3456 2 1437 4.6 9.9 ––

maserati.co.nz

Ghibli –– 129,990 243 500 6/2979 7 1810 5.6 9.6 ––

Ghibli D –– 131,990 202 600 6/2987 7 1835 6.3 5.9 ––

Ghibli S –– 149,990 301 550 6/2979 7 1810 5.0 10.4 ––

GranTurismo Sport auto –– 218,200 338 520 8/4691 6 1880 4.8 15.5 ––

GranTurismo Sport MC supershift –– 227,200 338 520 8/4691 6 1930* 4.9 14.3 02/09

GranTurismo MC Stradale –– 345,000 338 520 8/4691 4 1770 4.5 14.4 ––

GranCabrio –– 239,400 331 510 8/4691 6 1980 5.2 14.5 ––

GranCabrio Sport –– 243,900 338 520 8/4691 6 1980 5.0 14.5 ––

GranCabrio MC –– 274,000 338 520 8/4691 6 1973 4.9 14.5 ––

Quattroporte D –– 169,900 202 600 6/2987 6 1885 6.4 6.2 ––

Quattroporte S –– 194,900 301 550 6/2979 6 1760 5.1 10.5 –– 

Quattroporte GTS –– 258,900 390 710 8/3799 6 1900 4.7 11.8 –– 

mazda.co.nz

2 GLX 21,745 23,495 81 141 4/1496 6 1035 –– 5.2 ––

2 GSX 24,245 25,995 81 141 4/1496 6 1043* 10.10* 4.9 04/15

2 Ltd –– 28,595 81 141 4/1496 6 1074* 11.0* 4.9 03/15

3 GLX sedan –– 32,795 114 200 4/1998 6 1291 9.4 5.7 ––

3 GSX sedan –– 35,595 114 200 4/1998 6 1300* 10.18* 5.7 07/14 

3 SP25 sedan –– 39,895 138 250 4/2488 6 1309 7.8 6.0 ––

3 SP25 Ltd sedan –– 47,495 138 250 4/2488 6 1356* 7.65* 6.0 06/14

3 GLX hatch –– 32,795 114 200 4/1998 6 1296 9.3 5.8 ––

3 GSX hatch –– 35,595 114 200 4/1998 6 1307* 8.94* 5.8 –– 

3 SP25 hatch 38,395 39,895 138 250 4/2488 6 1308* 7.1 6.5 04/14

3 SP25 Ltd hatch –– 47,495 138 250 4/2488 6 1315 7.9 6.1 ––

3 SP22 Ltd hatch diesel 49,195 50,695 129 420 4/2191 6 1442* 7.83* 5.0 12/14

6 GSX –– 46,745 138 250 4/2488 6 1455 –– 6.6 ––

6 Ltd –– 55,995 138 250 4/2488 6 1461 –– 6.6 ––

6 Ltd diesel –– 58,245 129 420 4/2191 6 1530 –– 5.4 ––

6 GLX wagon –– 43,795 114 210 4/1998 6 1446 –– 6.0 ––

6 GSX wagon –– 46,745 138 250 4/2488 6 1484 –– 6.6 ––

6 GSX wagon diesel –– 48,995 129 420 4/2191 6 1550 –– 5.4 ––

6 Ltd wagon diesel –– 58,245 129 420 4/2191 6 1550 –– 5.4 ––

MX-5 51,100 –– 118 188 4/1998 4 1129 –– 8.5 ––

MX-5 coupe 55,190 57,240 118 188 4/1998 4 1164* 7.31* 8.5 01/13

CX-3 GLX 4x2 –– 31,195 109 192 4/1998 6 1259 –– 6.1 ––

CX-3 GSX 4x2 –– 34,695 109 192 4/1998 6 1259 –– 6.1 ––

CX-3 GSX 4x4 –– 36,695 109 192 4/1998 6 1335 –– 6.7 ––

CX-3 GLX 4x2 diesel –– 38,695 77 270 4/1499 6 1371 –– 5.1 ––

CX-3 Limited 4x2 –– 38,595 109 192 4/1998 6 1259 –– 6.1 ––

CX-3 Limited 4x2 diesel –– 42,595 77 270 4/1499 6 –– 5.1 ––

CX-5 GLX –– 39,745 114 200 4/1998 6 1491 –– 6.4 ––

CX-5 GSX –– 41,795 114 200 4/1997 6 1491 –– 6.4 ––

CX-5 GSX 4x4 –– 45,295 138 250 4/2488 6 1572 –– 7.4 ––

CX-5 GSX 4x4 diesel –– 47,195 129 420 4/2184 6 1637 –– 5.7 ––

CX-5 Ltd 4x4 –– 54,895 138 250 4/2488 6 1593 –– 7.4 ––

CX-5 Ltd 4x4 diesel –– 56,795 129 420 4/2184 6 1686 –– 5.7 ––

CX-9 4x2 –– 58,490 204 367 6/3726 6 1956* 8.16* 11.0 12/13

CX-9 4x4 –– 65,490 204 367 6/3726 6 2054* 8.22* 11.3 01/13

BT-50 Freestyle cab 4x2 GLX 40,295 –– 147 470 5/3199 6 –– –– 8.4 ––

BT-50 Double cab 4x2 GLX 42,695 44,195 147 470 5/3199 6 –– –– 8.4 ––

BT-50 Double cab 4x2 GSX 46,195 48,195 147 470 5/3199 6 –– –– 8.4 ––

BT-50 Freestyle cab 4x4 GLX 51,795 –– 147 470 5/3199 6 –– –– 8.4 ––

BT-50 Double cab 4x4 GLX 52,995 –– 147 470 5/3199 6 –– –– 8.4 ––

BT-50 Double cab 4x4 GSX 57,595 59,595 147 470 5/3199 6 –– –– 8.4 ––

BT-50 Double cab 4x4 Ltd –– 62,395 147 470 5/3199 6 2172* 10.31* 8.9 01/12

mercedes-benz.co.nz

A 180 –– 46,900 90 200 4/1595 9 1395 9.1 5.8 ––

A 200 –– 54,900 115 250 4/1595 9 1395 8.3 6.1 ––

A 200 CDI –– 54,900 100 300 4/1796 9 1478* 8.71* 4.6 07/13

A 250 Sport –– 65,400 155 350 4/1991 9 1465* 6.80* 6.6 08/13 

A 45 AMG –– 95,400 265 450 4/1991 9 1607* 4.48* 6.9 11/13

B 180 –– 40,900 90 200 4/1595 9 1425 10.2 5.8 ––

B 200 –– 45,900 115 250 4/1595 9 1497* 8.90* 5.9 08/12

B 200 CDI –– 46,400 100 300 4/1796 9 1505 9.3 4.6 ––

B 250 –– 50,400 155 350 4/1991 9 1475 6.8 6.5 ––

C 180 Avantgarde Coupe –– 69,900 115 250 4/1596 9 1505 8.5 6.3 ––

C 250  Avantgarde Coupe –– 87,900 150 310 4/1796 9 1550 7.2 6.9 ––

C 63 AMG Coupe –– 168,900 336 600 8/6208 9 1730 4.4 12.1 ––

C 200 estate –– 74,900 135 300 4/1991 9 1587* 7.71* 6.2 02/15 

C 200 BlueTEC estate –– 76,400 100 300 4/1991 9 –– –– –– ––

C 250 estate –– 89,900 155 350 4/1991 9 1663* 7.50* 6.2 04/15

C 250 BlueTEC estate –– 91,400 150 500 4/2143 9 –– –– 4.8 ––

C 200 –– 71,990 135 300 4/1991 9 –– 7.3 6.0 –– 

C 200 BlueTEC –– 73,400 100 300 4/1598 9 –– 6.6 –– ––

C 250 –– 86,900 155 350 4/1991 9 1607* 6.58* 6.0 11/14
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Prices are RRP.  Errors & Omissions Excepted.  *tested by NZ Autocar     ** no ABS      no stability control

Cooper Countryman 43,700 46,700 90 160 4/1598 6 1365 10.5 6.5 ––

Cooper Countryman D 46,800 –– 82 270 4/1560 6 1385 10.9 4.4 ––

Cooper Countryman D –– 49,800 82 270 4/1995 6 –– –– –– ––

Cooper Countryman D ALL4 49,800 –– 82 270 4/1560 6 1450 11.6 4.9 ––

Cooper Countryman D ALL4 –– 52,800 82 270 4/1995 6 –– –– –– ––

Cooper Countryman S 51,500 54,500 135 240 4/1598 6 1405 7.6 6.6 ––

Cooper Countryman S ALL4 54,500 57,500 135 240 4/1598 6 1496* 8.40* 7.3 04/11

mitsubishi.co.nz

Mirage LS –– 18,990 58 102 3/1198 6 890 –– 4.6 ––

Mirage GLS –– 21,990 58 102 3/1198 6 901* 12.52* 4.9 04/13

Lancer ES –– 30,690 115 201 4/1997 3 1295 –– 7.2 ––

Lancer SEi –– 36,990 115 201 4/1997 7 1295 –– 7.3 ––

Lancer VR-X –– 40,890 127 230 4/2360 7 1415 –– 8.5 ––

Lancer ES hatch –– 30,690 115 201 4/1997 3 1355 –– 7.3 ––

Lancer SEi hatch –– 36,990 115 201 4/1997 7 1355 –– 7.3 ––

Lancer VRX hatch –– 40,890 127 230 4/2360 7 1445 –– 8.9 ––

ASX LS 4x2 –– 36,690 112 200 4/1998 7 1371* 10.22* 7.9 03/11 

ASX Sport 4x2 –– 40,590 112 200 4/1998 7 1385 –– 7.9 –– 

ASX Sport 4x4 –– 43,590 112 200 4/1998 7 1450 –– 8.1 –– 

ASX Sport diesel 4x4 47,990 –– 112 305 4/1798 7 1563* 10.16* 5.7 10/10

Outlander LS 2.0 4x2 –– 39,990 112 193 4/1998 7 1420 –– 6.6 ––

Outlander LS –– 43,990 126 224 4/2360 7 1490 –– 7.5 ––

Outlander XLS –– 47,490 126 224 4/2360 7 1555 –– 7.5 ––

Outlander VRX –– 54,490 126 224 4/2360 7 1565* 9.69* 7.5 04/13

Outlander XLS 2.2D –– 49,990 112 366 4/2268 7 1635 –– 5.8 ––

Outlander VRX 2.2D –– 56,990 112 366 4/2268 7 1659* 9.39* 5.8 03/13

Outlander PHEV XLS –– 59,990 88 189 4/1998 7 1810 –– 1.9 ––

Outlander PHEV VRX –– 66,990 88 189 4/1998 7 1842* 10.18* 1.9 06/14

Challenger GLS –– 58,990 133 356 6/2477 6 2090 –– 9.8 –– 

Challenger EXC –– 63,990 133 356 6/2477 6 2115* 12.34* 9.8 05/10 

Pajero LWB GLS DIDC –– 77,090 150 448 4/3200 6 2260 –– 9.2 ––

Pajero LWB Exceed DIDC –– 87,590 150 448 4/3200 6 2310 –– 9.2 ––

Triton double cab 4x2 GLXR 45,120 47,120 135 437 4/2442 7 1815 –– 7.1 ––

Triton double cab 4x4 GLX 51,990 53,990 135 437 4/2442 7 1930 –– 7.2 ––

Triton double cab 4x4 GLS 57,490 59,490 135 437 4/2442 7 1940 –– 7.2 ––

nissan.co.nz

Micra 1.2 ST-L –– 22,800 56 100 3/1198 6 960 –– 6.5 ––

Micra 1.2 Ti –– 24,300 56 100 3/1198 6 960 –– 6.5 ––

Pulsar ST hatch –– 29,990 96 174 4/1798 6 1218* 10.56* 6.7 08/13

Pulsar ST sedan –– 29,990 96 174 4/1798 6 1230 –– 6.7 ––

Pulsar Ti sedan –– 33,490 96 174 4/1798 6 1265* 10.56* 6.7 05/13

Pulsar ST-S hatch –– 34,990 140 240 4/1618 6 1320 –– 7.8 ––

Pulsar SSS hatch –– 39,990 140 240 4/1618 6 1319* 7.43* 7.8 10/13

Juke Ti –– 34,290 85 153 4/1598 6 1225* 10.82* 6.3 04/12

Juke Ti-S –– 41,990 140 240 4/1618 6 1430* 7.95* 7.4 03/14

Qashqai ST –– 35,990 106 200 4/1997 6 1408 –– 6.9 ––

Qashqai ST-L –– 39,990 106 200 4/1997 6 1432 –– 6.9 ––

Qashqai TS diesel –– 42,990 96 320 4/1598 6 1555* 11.35* 4.9 10/14

Qashqai Ti –– 43,990 106 200 4/1997 6 1482* 10.08* 6.9 10/14

Altima ST –– 43,990 127 230 4/2488 6 1435 –– 7.5 ––

Altima Ti –– 53,290 127 230 4/2488 6 1495* 9.10* 7.5 03/14

LEAF –– 39,990 80 254 n.a. 6 1541 11.5 n.a. ––

370Z –– 63,495 245 363 6/3696 6 1542* 5.29* 10.4 08/09

GT-R –– 191,000 390 612 6/3799 6 –– 3.0 12.0 ––

X-Trail ST 4x2 7 seat –– 39,990 125 226 4/2488 6 1516 –– 8.1 ––

X-Trail ST 4x4 5 seat –– 42,490 125 226 4/2488 6 1526 –– 8.3 ––

X-Trail ST-L 4x4 5 seat –– 47,290 125 226 4/2488 6 1543 –– 8.3 ––

X-Trail Ti 4x4 5 seat –– 53,290 125 226 4/2488 6 1574 –– 8.3 05/14

Murano –– 66,390 191 336 6/3498 6 1908* 8.42* 10.9 ––

Pathfinder ST 4x2 –– 54,990 190 325 6/3498 6 1920 –– 9.9 ––

Pathfinder ST –– 59,990 190 325 6/3498 6 1985 –– 10.2 ––

Pathfinder Ti –– 65,990 190 325 6/3498 6 2029* 8.31* 10.2 01/14

Pathfinder Hybrid –– 69,990 188 330 4/2488 6 2112* 8.72* 8.5 11/14

Patrol V8 –– 115,000 298 560 8/5552 6 2706 7.20* 14.5 03/13

 Navara DX double cab 4x2 34,650 –– 98 304 4/2488 2 1665 –– 8.0 ––

 Navara DX double cab 4x4 44,700 –– 98 304 4/2488 2 1765 –– 9.2 ––

Navara ST double cab 4x2 43,190 45,190 126 403 4/2488 2 –– –– –– ––

 Navara ST-X double cab 4x2 46,290 48,290 120 403 4/2488 6 2035 –– 8.4 ––

Navara ST double cab 4x4 52,790 54,790 126 403 4/2488 2 1974 –– 9.8 ––

Navara ST-X double cab 4x4 450 57,790 59,790 140 450 4/2488 6 2115* 10.47* 8.5 08/10

Navara ST-X double cab 4x4 550 –– 67,990 170 550 6/2991 6 2234* 9.14* 9.3 05/12

peugeot.co.nz

208 Active 1.2 21,990 23,990 60 118 4/1199 6 975 –– 4.5 ––

208 Active 1.6 –– 25,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1080 –– 6.7 ––

208 Allure 1.6 –– 28,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1080 –– 6.7 ––

208 XY 3 door 1.6 –– 34,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1158* 10.78* 6.7 11/12

208 GTi 3 door 38,990 –– 147 275 4/1214 6 1214* 6.49* 5.9 08/13

2008 Active –– 31,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1080 11.9 6.5 ––

C 250 BlueTEC –– 88,400 150 500 4/2143 9 1715 6.6 4.5 ––

C 300 BlueTEC hybrid –– 94,900 150 500 4/2143 9 1715 6.4 –– ––

C 63 AMG S –– 164,900 375 700 8/3982 9 1655 4.0 8.6 ––

C 63 AMG S estate –– 167,900 375 700 8/3982 9 1725 4.1 8.7 ––

CLA 200 –– 65,900 115 250 4/1595 9 1430 8.5 5.7 –– 

CLA 250 Sport 4MATIC –– 80,400 155 350 4/1991 9 1540 6.6 6.6 ––

CLA 45 AMG 4MATIC –– 108,400 265 450 4/1991 9 1650* 4.62* 7.0 06/14

CLS 250 CDI coupe –– 124,000 150 500 4/2143 11 1785 7.5 5.4 –– 

CLS 400 coupe –– 144,000 245 480 6/2996 11 2330 –– 7.8 –– 

CLS 500 CGI coupe –– 174,000 300 600 8/4663 11 1890 4.8 8.6 ––

CLS 63 AMG S coupe –– 230,000 430 800 8/5461 11 1870 4.1 10.0 –– 

CLS 250 CDI shooting brake –– 134,000 150 500 4/2143 11 1865 7.8 5.6 ––

CLS 500 shooting brake –– 184,000 300 600 8/4663 11 1958* 4.98* 8.9 04/15 

E 250 cabriolet –– 118,900 150 500 4/1991 9 1765 7.8 6.5 ––

E 400 cabriolet –– 137,900 300 600 6/2996 9 2315 5.3 7.7 ––

E 250 coupe –– 114,000 155 350 4/1991 11 1635 7.1 6.0 –– 

E 250 CDI coupe –– 114,000 150 500 4/2143 11 1885 7.3 4.7 ––

E 400 coupe –– 137,900 245 480 6/2996 11 1784* 5.38* 8.0 05/15

E 250 CDI estate –– 121,000 150 500 4/2143 11 1885 7.8 5.1 ––

E 400 estate –– 137,900 245 480 6/2996 11 1885 5.4 8.0 ––

E 250 –– 114,000 155 350 4/1991 11 1680 7.4 6.4 –– 

E 250 CDI –– 114,000 150 500 4/2143 11 1841* 7.69* 4.9 11/13

E 350 BlueTEC –– 131,000 185 620 6/2987 11 1885 6.6 6.1 –– 

E 300 BlueTEC Hybrid –– 138,900 150 500 4/2143 11 1845 7.5 4.3 ––

E 400 –– 131,000 245 480 6/2996 11 1914* 5.84* 7.6 05/14 

E 400 Exclusive –– 150,900 245 480 6/2996 11 1785 5.3 7.6 ––

E 63 AMG –– 215,000 430 800 8/5461 11 1992* 4.26* 10.0 10/13

GLA 200 CDI –– 64,990 100 300 4/2143 7 1599* 10.02* 4.6 08/14 

GLA 250 4MATIC –– 74,400 155 350 4/1991 7 1576* 7.4* 7.0 10/14

GLA 45 AMG 4MATIC –– 99,900 265 450 4/1991 7 1657* 4.68* 7.6 12/14

GL 350 BlueTEC –– 153,900 190 620 6/2987 8 2601* 8.19* 7.7 08/13 

GL 500 –– 188,900 320 700 8/4663 8 2445 5.4 11.5 07/13 

GL 63 AMG –– 235,900 410 760 8/5461 8 2580 5.28* 12.3 07/13

G 350 BlueTEC –– 175,000 155 540 6/2987 4 2570 9.1 11.2 –– 

G 63 AMG –– 252,000 400 760 8/5461 4 2550 5.4 13.8 –– 

ML 250 BlueTEC –– 99,900 150 500 4/2143 9 2256* 8.64* 6.4 08/12

ML 350 BlueTEC –– 121,900 190 620 6/2987 9 2175 7.4 7.3 –– 

ML 400 –– 125,900 245 480 6/2996 9 –– 6.1 9.4 ––

ML 500 –– 149,900 300 600 8/4663 9 2235 5.6 11.5 ––

ML 63 AMG –– 197,900 386 700 8/5461 9 2420* 4.80* 11.8 09/12 

S 350 BlueTEC –– 197,500 190 620 6/2987 8 1955 6.8 6.0 –– 

S 400 L –– 206,500 245 480 6/2996 8 1942 5.3 7.9 ––

S 500 –– 240,000 335 700 8/4663 8 2128* 5.06* 9.2 12/14

S 500 L –– 255,000 335 700 8/4663 8 2015 4.8 9.2 –– 

S 63 AMG –– 330,000 430 900 8/5461 8 2172* 4.41* 10.2 02/14

S 63 AMG L –– 340,000 430 900 8/5461 8 2170 4.5 10.2 ––

S 600 L –– 354,500 390 830 12/5980 8 2185 4.6 11.3 –– 

S 500 coupe –– 260,000 335 700 8/4663 8 –– –– –– –– 

S 63 AMG coupe –– 350,000 430 900 8/5461 8 2070 4.2 10.2 ––

S 65 AMG coupe –– 445,000 463 1000 12/5980 8 –– –– 12.0 ––

SL 500 –– 267,500 320 700 8/4663 8 1785 4.6 9.4 –– 

SL 63 AMG –– 350,000 430 900 8/5461 8 1785 4.3 10.1 ––

SL 65 AMG –– 430,000 463 1000 12/5980 8 1950 4.0 11.7 ––

SLK 200 roadster –– 89,000 150 310 4/1796 8 1470 7.0 6.5 –– 

SLK 250 roadster –– 99,500 225 370 4/1796 8 1500 6.6 6.7 ––

SLK 350 roadster –– 132,900 225 370 6/3498 8 1540 5.6 8.0 ––

SLK 55 AMG –– 171,000 310 540 8/5461 8 1610 4.6 8.5 ––

mgmotors.co.nz

MG3 Style 19,990 –– 80 137 4/1498 6 1213* 11.23 5.8 06/14

MG6 S Magnette 29,990 –– 118 215 4/1796 6 1475 8.4 7.9 –– 

MG6 SE Magnette 31,990 –– 118 215 4/1796 6 1480 8.4 7.9 –– 

MG6 TSE Magnette 34,990 –– 118 215 4/1796 6 1485 8.4 7.9 –– 

MG6 S GT 29,990 –– 118 215 4/1796 6 1485 8.4 7.9 –– 

MG6 SE GT 31,990 –– 118 215 4/1796 6 1490 8.4 7.9 –– 

MG6 TSE GT 34,990 –– 118 215 4/1796 6 1495 8.4 7.9 –– 

mini.co.nz

Cooper 36,200 39,200 100 230 3/1499 6 1173* 8.07* 4.5 05/14 

Cooper S 44,200 47,700 141 280 4/1998 6 1260* 6.50* 5.4 05/14

Cooper JCW 54,800 –– 155 280 4/1998 6 1178* 6.91* 6.9 01/09

Cooper S Coupe 51,200 54,200 135 240 4/1998 6 1165 6.9 6.3 ––

Cooper S Roadster 55,800 58,800 135 240 4/1998 6 1185 7.0 6.4 ––

Cooper 5-door 37,200 40,200 100 220 3/1499 6 1232* 8.26* 4.2 11/14

Cooper S 5-door 45,200 48,200 141 280 4/1998 6 –– 6.0 6.7 ––

Cooper JCW Coupe 62,200 –– 155 280 4/1998 6 1213* 6.96* 7.1 04/12

Cooper JCW Roadster 67,200 –– 155 280 4/1998 6 1185 6.5 –– ––

Cooper Clubman 41,200 44,200 88 160 4/1998 6 1258* 11.37* 6.8 05/08

Cooper Clubman D 45,600 –– 82 270 4/1560 6 1250 10.4 4.1 ––

Cooper Clubman D –– 48,600 82 270 4/1995 6 –– –– –– ––

Cooper Clubman S 49,200 52,200 128 240 4/1998 6 1205 7.6 7.0 ––

Cooper convertible 46,200 49,200 88 160 4/1998 4 1175 9.8 7.9 –– 

Cooper S convertible 54,200 57,200 128 240 4/1998 4 1275* 7.41* 8.8 03/09

Cooper S Paceman 53,500 –– 135 260 4/1598 6 1380* 7.28* 6.1 08/13
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2008 Allure –– 33,990 88 160 4/1598 6 1237* 11.32* 6.5 12/13

308 Access 1.2 30,990 32,990 96 230 3/1199 6 1222* 9.6 4.6 ––

308 Active 1.2 –– 34,990 96 230 3/1199 6 1276* 9.00* 5.2 12/14

308 Allure 1.6 –– 38,990 110 240 4/1598 6 1313* 8.34* 6.5 05/15

308 Allure HDI –– 42,990 110 370 4/1997 6 1466* 8.20* 4.1 01/15

308 Active 1.2 wagon –– 36,990 96 230 3/1199 6 1342* 9.91* 5.2 03/15

308 Allure 1.6 wagon –– 40,990 110 240 4/1598 6 1315 8.8 6.5 ––

3008 Active 1.6 –– 37,990 115 240 4/1590 6 1539 –– 7.6 ––

3008 Allure 1.6 –– 42,990 115 240 4/1590 6 1539 –– 7.6 09/14

3008 Allure HDI –– 45,990 120 340 4/1997 6 1560 –– 6.7 ––

3008 HDi Sport Hybrid –– 59,990 147 500 4/1997 6 1660 –– 4.2 ––

3008 2.0 HDi Allure Hybrid –– 64,990 147 500 4/1997 6 1660 –– 4.2 ––

4008 Active 4x2 –– 37,990 110 197 4/1998 7 1370 10.2 7.9 ––

4008 Allure 4x2 –– 39,990 110 197 4/1998 7 1431* 10.16* 7.9 10/12

4008 Feline 4x4 –– 45,990 110 197 4/1998 7 1435 10.9 8.1 ––

RCZ 59,990 –– 146 275 4/1598 4 1360* 7.56* 6.9 01/14

RCZ –– 59,990 115 240 4/1598 4 1360* 8.50* 7.3 08/10

RCZ R 77,490 –– 199 330 4/1598 4 1347* 6.12* 6.3 07/14

508 2.0 HDi Allure –– 54,990 120 340 4/1997 6 1595 11.3 4.9 ––

508 2.0 HDi Allure SW –– 57,990 120 340 4/1997 6 1615 11.6 5.7 ––

508 2.2 HDi GT –– 65,990 150 450 4/2179 6 1693* 8.36* 5.7 07/11

508 2.2 HDi GT SW –– 68,990 150 450 4/2179 6 –– –– 5.9 ––

508 RXH 2.0 HDi Hybrid –– 74,990 147 500 4/1997 6 1851* 9.47* 4.1 10/13

porsche.co.nz

Boxster 116,200 121,500 195 280 6/2706 6 1310 5.8 8.2 ––

Boxster S 137,200 142,500 232 360 6/3436 6 1407* 4.62* 8.0 09/12

Boxster GTS 154,800 161,400 243 370 6/3436 6 1420 5.0 9.0 ––

Cayman  120,900 126,200 202 290 6/2706 6 1385 5.6 7.7 ––

Cayman S 146,500 151,800 239 370 6/3436 6 1405* 4.51* 8.0 05/13

Cayman GTS 169,000 175,600 250 380 6/3436 6 1418* 4.32* 9.0 04/15

911 Carrera 199,500 205,500 257 390 6/3436 6 1455 4.8 9.0 ––

911 Carrera cabriolet 212,700 218,700 257 390 6/3436 6 1525 5.0 9.2 ––

911 Carrera S 228,500 234,500 294 440 6/3800 6 1491* 4.08* 9.5 05/12

911 Carrera S cabriolet 241,500 247,500 294 440 6/3800 6 1540 4.7 9.7 ––

911 Carrera GTS 248,800 255,950 316 440 6/3800 6 1513* 4.15* 8.7 04/15

911 Carrera GTS cabriolet 261,500 268,650 316 440 6/3800 6 1570 4.6 9.7 ––

911 Carrera 4 212,500 218,500 257 390 6/3436 6 1505 4.9 9.3 ––

911 Carrera 4 cabriolet 225,700 231,700 257 390 6/3436 6 1575 5.1 9.5 ––

911 Carrera 4S 241,300 247,300 294 440 6/3800 6 1520 4.5 9.9 ––

911 Carrera 4S cabriolet 254,500 260,500 294 440 6/3800 6 1590 4.7 10.0 ––

911 Carrera 4 GTS 260,300 267,450 316 440 6/3800 6 1545 4.0 9.1 ––

911 Carrera 4 GTS cabriolet 273,300 280,450 316 440 6/3800 6 1635 4.2 9.2 ––

911 Targa 4 229,700 235,700 257 390 6/3436 6 1614 5.2 9.5 ––

911 Targa 4S 258,500 264,500 294 440 6/3800 6 1630 4.54* 10.0 12/14

911 GT3 –– 275,000 350 440 6/3799 6 1505 3.44* 12.4 12/14

911 Turbo –– 336,500 368 650 6/3800 6 1645 3.7 11.6 –– 

911 Turbo S –– 406,000 390 700 6/3800 6 1638* 2.96* 11.4 03/14

911 Turbo cabriolet –– 356,000 383 660 6/3800 6 1740 3.5 9.9 ––

911 Turbo cabriolet S –– 419,000 412 400 6/3800 6 1750 3.2 9.9 ––

Macan S –– 121,000 250 460 6/2997 8 1865 5.4 8.7 ––

Macan S diesel –– 118,000 190 580 6/2967 8 2052* 5.98* 6.1 09/14

Macan Turbo –– 156,000 294 550 6/3604 8 2026* 4.72* 9.1 08/14

Cayenne –– 136,800 220 400 6/3598 8 2040 7.7 9.2 ––

Cayenne diesel –– 137,500 193 580 6/2967 8 2110 7.3 6.8 ––

Cayenne S –– 170,400 309 550 6/6304 8 2085 5.5 9.8 ––

Cayenne S diesel –– 174,500 283 850 8/4134 8 2379* 5.15* 8.0 02/15

Cayenne S E-Hybrid –– 173,600 306 590 6/2295 8 2350 5.9 3.4 ––

Cayenne GTS –– 187,700 324 600 6/3604 8 2298* 4.91* 10.0 04/15

Cayenne Turbo –– 251,600 382 750 8/4806 8 2185 4.5 11.5 ––

Panamera –– 195,900 228 400 6/3605 8 1770 6.3 8.4 ––

Panamera diesel –– 203,800 184 550 6/2967 8 1900 6.8 6.3 ––

Panamera 4 –– 206,000 228 400 6/3605 8 1820 6.1 8.7 ––

Panamera S –– 262,100 309 520 6/2997 8 1810 5.1 8.7 ––

Panamera S E-Hybrid –– 264,300 245 440 6/2995 8 2095 5.5 3.1 ––

Panamera 4S –– 272,100 309 520 6/2997 8 1947* 4.43* 8.9 10/13 

Panamera GTS –– 287,100 324 520 8/4808 8 1925 4.4 10.9 ––

Panamera Turbo –– 351,400 382 700 8/4806 8 1970 4.1 10.2 –– 

Panamera Turbo S –– 400,300 419 750 8/4806 8 1995 3.8 10.2 ––

renault.co.nz

Clio Authentic 24,990 –– 66 135 3/898 6 1019 12.2 4.5 ––

Clio Expression –– 26,990 88 190 4/1197 6 1104 9.4 5.2 ––

Clio Expression Plus –– 26,990 88 190 4/1197 6 1104 9.4 5.2 ––

Clio RS Sport –– 42,990 147 240 4/1618 6 1218 6.7 6.3 ––

Clio RS Cup –– 45,990 147 240 4/1618 6 1277* 6.63* 6.3 08/14

Clio RS Trophy –– 49,990 147 240 4/1618 6 1218 6.7 6.3 ––

Megane RS 265 55,990 –– 197 360 4/1998 6 1401* 6.35* 8.2 10/12

Megane RS 275 74,990 –– 201 360 4/1998 6 1376 6.00 7.5 ––

Koleos Bose 4x2 39,990 126 226 4/2488 6 1613 –– 9.3 ––

Koleos 2.5 Privilege 4x4 –– 44,990 126 226 4/2488 6 1613 –– 9.6 ––

Koleos 2.0 Bose 4x4 –– 46,990 110 320 4/1995 6 1713 –– 7.0 ––

toymod.com

FOR RANGE INFORMATION & 
TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DEALER VISIT

www.toymod.com

Distributors: To have your prices updated, email your current price list and information to tom@autocar.co.nz by the 10th of each month



Prices are RRP.  Errors & Omissions Excepted.  *tested by NZ Autocar     ** no ABS      no stability control110     new zealand autocar

$
 M

an
u
al

 

$
 A

u
to

m
at

ic
 

P
ow

er
 (

kW
)

To
rq

u
e 

(N
m

)

C
yl

in
d
er

s/
ca

p
ac

it
y

A
ir

b
ag

s

W
ei

gh
t 

(k
g)

0
-1

0
0

 k
m

/h

C
la

im
ed

 
F
u
el

 U
se

 (
L
/1

0
0
km

)

Is
su

e 
te

st
ed

Model

NEW
MARKET

skoda.co.nz

Citigo 18,990 19,990 55 95 3/999 5 920* 13.81* 4.7 07/14

Fabia hatch RS –– 31,900 132 240 4/1390 6 1260* 7.16* 6.2 02/11

Rapid Liftback TSI 90 –– 29,900 90 200 4/1390 6 1230* 9.08* 5.8 01/14

Rapid Liftback TDI 66 –– 31,500 66 230 4/1589 6 –– 12.1 4.5 ––

Rapid Spaceback TSI 90 –– 29,700 90 200 4/1390 6 –– 9.4 5.8 ––

Rapid Spaceback TDI 66 –– 31,300 66 230 4/1589 6 –– 12.1 4.5 ––

Octavia liftback TSI 103 –– 34,900 103 250 4/1395 7 1260* 8.12* 5.3 02/14

Octavia liftback TDI 77 –– 36,500 77 250 4/1598 7 –– 10.9 3.9 ––

Octavia liftback TDI 110 –– 38,100 110 320 4/1968 7 –– 8.6 4.5 ––

Octavia liftback TSI 132 –– 39,900 132 250 4/1798 7 –– 7.4 6.1 ––

Octavia liftback TDI 110 Elegance –– 41,500 110 320 4/1968 7 –– 8.6 4.5 ––

Octavia liftback RS TSI 47,000 49,000 162 350 4/1984 7 1419* 6.83* 6.2 06/14

Octavia liftback RS TDI 47,700 49,700 135 380 4/1968 7 –– 8.1 4.6 ––

Octavia wagon TSI 103 –– 36,900 103 250 4/1395 7 –– 9.8 5.3 ––

Octavia wagon TDI 77 –– 38,500 77 250 4/1598 7 –– 12.1 4.0 ––

Octavia wagon TDI 110 –– 40,100 110 320 4/1968 7 –– 11.1 4.5 ––

Octavia wagon TSI 132 –– 41,900 132 250 4/1798 7 –– 7.5 6.1 ––

Octavia wagon TDI 110 Elegance –– 43,500 110 320 4/1968 7 –– 8.7 4.5 ––

Octavia wagon TSI 132 4x4 –– 43,600 132 250 4/1798 7 –– 7.5 6.7 ––

Octavia Scout TSI –– 48,200 132 280 4/1798 7 –– –– 6.9 ––

Octavia Scout TDI –– 49,990 135 380 4/1968 7 1527* 7.25* 5.1 04/15

Octavia wagon RS TSI 49,500 51,500 162 350 4/1984 7 –– 6.8 6.2 ––

Octavia wagon RS TDI 50,200 52,200 135 380 4/1968 7 1463* 7.47* 4.6 01/14

Yeti City TSI 90 –– 36,100 90 200 4/1390 7 –– –– 6.8 ––

Yeti Outdoor TDI 4x4 41,400 42,900 103 320 4/1968 7 –– –– 6.5 ––

Superb TSI 118 –– 43,900 118 250 4/1798 9 –– 8.4 7.0 ––

Superb TDI 103 –– 45,900 103 320 4/1968 9 –– 10.1 5.2 ––

Superb TDI 125 –– 53,900 125 350 4/1968 9 –– 8.6 5.3 ––

Superb V6 4x4 –– 59,900 191 350 6/3597 9 –– 6.4 9.3 ––

Superb wagon TSI 118 –– 46,900 118 250 4/1798 9 –– 8.5 7.1 ––

Superb wagon TDI 103 –– 48,900 103 320 4/1968 9 –– 10.2 5.2 ––

Superb wagon TDI 125 4x4 –– 52,900 125 350 4/1968 9 –– 8.8 5.7 ––

Superb wagon TDI 125 –– 56,900 125 350 4/1968 9 1604* 8.70* 5.4 02/14

Superb wagon TDI 125 4x4 Elegance –– 59,900 125 350 4/1968 9 –– 8.8 5.7 ––

Superb wagon V6 4x4 –– 62,900 191 350 6/3597 9 1661 6.5 9.3 ––

ssangyong.co.nz

Korando Sports 29,990 –– 109 191 4/1998 6 1512 –– 7.5 ––

Korando Sports Ltd –– 32,990 109 191 4/1998 6 1512 –– 7.5 ––

Korando Sports TDI 31,990 34,990 129 360 4/1998 6 1615* 9.72* 7.3 04/11

Korando Sports 4x4 TDI –– 42,990 129 360 4/1998 6 1747 –– 7.5 ––

Korando Sports 4x4 SPR TDI –– 44,990 129 360 4/1998 6 1777* 9.91* 7.5 09/11

Kyron Sports 36,990 41,990 104 310 4/1998 4 1996 –– 8.8 ––

Kyron Sports –– 49,990 121 340 5/2696 4 2030 –– 9.0 ––

Rexton Teammate $39,990 $42,990 121 340 5/2696 4 –– –– –– ––

Rexton W –– 49,990 121 340 5/2696 4 2101 –– 9.8 ––

Rexton W –– 59,990 137 402 5/2696  4 2099 –– 9.1 ––

Actyon Workmate 32,990 $34,990 114 360 4/1998 2 1982 –– 7.6 ––

Actyon Sports 4x2 36,990 38,990 114 360 4/1998 2 1895 –– 7.5 ––

Actyon Sports 4x4 39,990 41,990 114 360 4/1998 2 1982 –– 7.6 ––

Actyon Sports SPR 4x4 45,990 47,990 114 360 4/1998 2 1982 –– 7.6 ––

subaru.co.nz

Forester 2.5i –– 39,990 126 235 4/2498 7 1528 –– 8.1 ––

Forester 2.5i Sport –– 44,990 126 235 4/2498 7 1534* 9.44* 8.1 04/13

Forester 2.5i Premium –– 49,990 126 235 4/2498 7 1582* 10.16* 8.1 06/13

Forester 2.0 XT –– 54,990 177 350 4/1998 7 1647 7.40* 8.5 02/13

Forester 2.0D –– 46,990 108 350 4/1998 7 1550 –– 5.9

Impreza 2.0i-X –– 31,990 110 196 4/1995 7 1305 –– 6.8 ––

XV 2.0i 38,990 40,990 110 196 4/1995 7 1430* 11.70* 7.3 05/12

XV 2.0i-L –– 44,990 110 196 4/1995 7 1395 –– 7.0 ––

XV 2.0i-S –– 48,990 110 196 4/1995 7 1405 –– 7.0 ––

WRX 48,990 49,990 197 350 4/1998 7 1424 5.88* 9.2 04/14

WRX Premium 53,990 54,990 197 350 4/1998 7 1482 –– 8.0 ––

WRX STI 59,990 –– 221 407 4/2457 7 1525 4.9 10.4 ––

WRX STI Premium 64,990 –– 221 407 4/2457 7 1547* 5.25* 10.5 08/14

Legacy sedan 2.5i sport –– 39,990 129 235 4/2498 7 1432 –– 7.3 ––

Legacy sedan 3.6R-S –– 49,990 191 350 6/3630 7 1490 –– 9.9 ––

Outback 2.5i Sport  –– 44,990 129 235 4/2457 7 1557 –– 7.3 ––

Outback 2.5i Sport Premium –– 49,990 129 235 4/2457 7 1604* 9.99* 8.0 04/15

Outback 3.6R Premium –– 59,990 191 350 6/3630 7 1702 –– 9.9 ––

Outback 2.0D –– 47,990 110 350 4/1998 7 1695* 9.92* 6.3 05/15

Outback 2.0D Premium –– 54,990 110 350 4/1998 7 1590 –– 6.3 ––

suzuki.co.nz

Celerio 15,990 17,500 50 90 3/998 6 833* 13.37* 4.7 05/15

Swift GL 19,990 21,990 70 130 4/1372 7 1005 –– 5.5 ––

Swift GLX 22,500 23,990 70 130 4/1372 7 1025 –– 5.5 ––
139 WairaWW u Road, Glenfinn eld, Auckland 

Phone: (09) 443 7454 Email: bunce@xtra@@ .co.nz

WWW.BUNCE.CO.NZ

2015 GMC DENALI (NEW BODYSTYLE) FROM $145,000
6.6L Turbo Diesel, 6spd Tiptronic Auto, Exhaust Brakes,  
Heated/Cooled Seats, Heated Steering Wheel,  
20” Factory Alloys, Huge Tow Capacity Available. 

GT International Logistics Ltd. 
29 Andrew Baxter Drive, Airport Oaks, Mangere, Auckland, NZ

Contact Phil Gibbs or Jason Coleman on (09) 255 5555  
or email phil@gtlogistics.co.nz

www.gtlogistics.co.nz

Proven &  
professional

international automotive 
shipping services
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Swift Ltd 23,500 24,990 70 130 4/1372 7 1032* 12.11* 5.5 04/11

Swift RS –– 26,500 70 130 4/1372 7 1045 –– 6.2 ––

Swift Sport 3-door 25,990 –– 100 160 4/1586 7 1055* 8.61* 6.4 07/13

Swift Sport 5-door 27,500 28,990 100 160 4/1586 7 1069* 8.61* 6.5 05/12

S-Cross 4x2 GLX 27,990 29,990 86 156 4/1586 7 1095 –– 5.8 ––

S-Cross 4x2 LTD –– 32,990 86 156 4/1586 7 1167* 10.20* 5.8 03/14

S-Cross 4x4 GLX 30,990 32,990 86 156 4/1586 7 1170 –– 5.8 ––

S-Cross 4x4 LTD –– 35,990 86 156 4/1586 7 1220 –– 6.2 ––

Kizashi GLX –– 37,990 131 230 4/2393 7 1445 7.8 7.9 ––

Kizashi GLX Sport –– 39,990 131 230 4/2393 7 1530 8.8 7.9 ––

Kizashi LTD Sport –– 44,990 131 230 4/2393 7 1532* 9.46* 7.9 09/10

Kizashi LTD Sport –– 44,990 131 230 4/2393 7 1530 8.8 7.9 ––

Kizashi Sport AWD –– 48,500 131 230 4/2393 7 1601* 10.21* 8.4 08/11

 Jimny JX** 19,990 –– 63 110 4/1328 2 1060 11.7 7.1 –– 

 Jimny Sierra 22,990 24,500 63 110 4/1328 2 1081* 12.58* 7.1 –– 

Grand Vitara 3dr JLX 31,690 33,190 122 225 4/2393 6 1515* 9.81* 8.8 03/09 

Grand Vitara 5dr 4x2 JLX –– 29,990 122 225 4/2393 6 1610 –– 9.5 ––

Grand Vitara 5dr JLX 37,500 38,990 122 225 4/2393 6 1620 –– 8.9 ––

Grand Vitara 5dr Ltd –– 39,990 122 225 4/2393 6 1663* 12.09* 9.9 02/13

toyota.co.nz

Yaris 1.3 GX 21,990 23,990 63 121 4/1299 9 990 –– 5.7 –– 

Yaris 1.5 SX –– 25,990 80 141 4/1496 9 1035 –– 6.3 ––

Yaris 1.5 ZR –– 27,990 80 141 4/1496 9 1055 11.26* 6.3 12/14

Prius c –– 31,830 73 111 4/1497 7 1118* 11.18* 3.9 06/12

Prius c s-Tech –– 34,830 73 111 4/1497 7 1140 –– 3.9 ––

Corolla 1.8 GX hatch 33,490 34,990 103 173 4/1798 7 1250 –– 7.1 ––

Corolla 1.8 GLX hatch –– 37,490 103 173 4/1798 7 1272* 9.04 6.6 02/13

Corolla 1.8 Levin SX –– 38,990 103 173 4/1798 7 1275 –– 6.6 –– 

Corolla 1.8 Levin ZR –– 43,690 103 173 4/1798 7 1293* 9.94* 6.6 01/13 

Corolla 1.8 GX sedan 33,490 34,990 100 175 4/1798 7 –– –– 6.6 ––

Corolla 1.8 GLX sedan –– 37,490 100 175 4/1798 7 –– –– 6.6 ––

Corolla 1.8 ZR sedan –– 43,690 100 175 4/1798 7 1280* 9.11* 6.6 09/14

Corolla 1.5 GX wagon 28,990 30,990 80 138 4/1496 6 1135 –– 5.6 ––

86 42,586 43,586 147 205 4/1998 7 1213* 7.09* 7.8 10/12

GT86 47,486 48,486 147 205 4/1998 7 1257 7.6 7.8 ––

Prius –– 46,630 73 142 4/1798 8 1370 –– 3.9 ––

Prius v –– 51,490 100 142 4/1798 7 1495 11.3 4.1 –– 

Prius v s-Tech –– 56,990 100 142 4/1798 7 1495 11.3 4.1 –– 

Avensis tourer –– 47,990 112 196 4/1987 7 1560 –– 7.1 ––

Camry GL –– 44,990 131 231 4/2494 7 1460 –– 7.8 –– 

Camry RZ –– 46,490 131 231 4/2494 7 1460 –– 7.8 –– 

Camry Atara S –– 48,890 135 235 4/2494 7 1470 –– 7.8 –– 

Camry Atara SX –– 51,490 135 235 4/2494 7 1485 –– 7.8 –– 

Camry Hybrid –– 50,990 118 213 4/2494 7 1596* 7.90* 5.2 07/12

Camry Hybrid i-tech –– 56,890 118 213 4/2494 7 1575 –– 5.2 –– 

Aurion AT-X –– 49,690 200 336 6/3456 9 –– –– 9.3 ––

Aurion Sportivo SX6 –– 51,790 200 336 6/3456 9 1529* 6.73* 9.3 07/12

Aurion Touring –– 52,090 200 336 6/3456 9 –– –– 9.3 –– 

Previa –– 60,480 125 224 4/2362 4 1723* 10.54* 9.5 09/06

RAV4 2.0 4x2 GX –– 36,340 107 187 4/1987 7 1500 11.1 7.4 –– 

RAV4 2.0 4x2 GXL –– 40,840 107 187 4/1987 7 1510 11.1 7.4 ––

RAV4 2.5 4x4 GX –– 43,640 132 233 4/2494 7 1590 9.4 8.5 –– 

RAV4 2.5 4x4 GXL –– 47,840 132 233 4/2494 7 1600 9.4 8.5 –– 

RAV4 2.5 4x4 LTD –– 57,140 132 233 4/2494 7 1610* 9.16* 8.5 06/13 

RAV4 2.2d 4x4 GX –– 45,640 110 340 4/2231 7 1630 10.0 6.5 ––

RAV4 2.2d 4x4 GXL –– 49,840 110 340 4/2231 7 1640 10.0 6.5 ––

RAV4 2.2d 4x4 LTD –– 59,140 110 340 4/2231 7 1640 10.0 6.5 ––

Highlander 4x2 7 seat –– 61,990 201 337 6/3456 7 1950 8.3 10.2 ––

Highlander 4x4 7 seat GX –– 59,990 201 337 6/3456 7 2005 8.7 10.6 ––

Highlander 4x4 7 seat GXL –– 65,990 201 337 6/3456 7 2020 8.7 10.6 ––

Highlander 4x4 7 seat Ltd –– 76,490 201 337 6/3456 7 2060 8.7 10.6 ––

Highlander 4x4 7 seat Ltd ZR –– 80,990 201 337 6/3456 7 2070* 8.02* 10.6 11/14

FJ Cruiser –– 66,930 200 380 6/3956 6 1994* 8.26* 11.4 06/11

Land Cruiser Prado 3.0 TDi RV –– 77,545 127 410 4/2982 7 2240 –– 8.5 –– 

Land Cruiser Prado 3.0 TDi VX –– 88,130 127 410 4/2982 7 2315 –– 8.5 ––

Land Cruiser Prado 4.0 V6 VX –– 88,130 202 381 6/3956 7 2285 –– 11.5 ––

Land Cruiser Prado 3.0 TDi VX Ltd –– 103,130 127 410 4/2982 7 2365 –– 8.5 ––

Land Cruiser 200 VX –– 118,540 195 650 8/4461 6 2675 –– 10.3 ––

Land Cruiser 200 VX Ltd –– 140,650 195 650 8/4461 6 2675 –– 10.3 ––

Hilux extra cab 4x2 3.0 TDi 40,290 –– 126 343 4/2982 2 1685 –– 8.1 ––

 Hilux double cab 4x2 3.0 TDi 42,190 –– 126 343 4/2982 2 1670 –– 8.1 ––

 Hilux double cab 4x2 SR5 V6 –– 50,690 175 376 4/3956 2 1665 –– 11.8 ––

Hilux extra cab 4x4 3.0 TDi 56,390 –– 126 343 4/2982 6 1775 –– 8.3 ––

Hilux double cab 4x4 3.0 TDi 54,290 58,090 126 343 4/2982 6 1805 –– 8.3 ––

Hilux double cab 4x4 SR5 3.0 TDi 62,790 65,290 126 343 4/2982 6 1815 –– 8.3 ––

Hilux double cab 4x4 SR5 V6 –– 65,290 175 376 4/3956 6 1850 –– 13.0 ––
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volkswagen.co.nz

Polo Comfortline 23,490 26,490 66 160 4/1197 6 1104 11.9 4.7 ––

Polo TSI Highline –– 28,490 66 160 4/1197 6 1171* 12.01* 4.7 12/14

CrossPolo TSI –– 30,490 81 175 4/1197 6 1213 10.46* 4.9 01/15

Golf TSI Comfortline 32,990 35,490 90 200 4/1390 7 1256* 9.12* 5.2 08/13

Golf TDI Comfortline –– 37,990 77 250 4/1598 7 1313 10.7 3.9 ––

Golf TSI Highline –– 41,490 103 250 4/1395 7 1337* 7.84* 5.0 07/13

Golf TSI R Line –– 43,990 103 250 4/1395 7 1288 8.4 5.0 ––

Golf TDI Highline –– 44,490 110 320 4/1968 7 1410* 8.27* 4.4 04/13

Golf GTI 58,990 61,490 162 350 4/1984 7 1387* 6.39* 6.4 08/13

Golf GTI Performance –– 65,990 169 350 4/1984 7 1438* 6.38* 6.4 05/14

Golf R 69,490 71,990 221 380 4/1984 7 1515* 4.93* 6.9 04/14

Golf wagon TSI Comfortline –– 37,490 90 200 4/1395 7 1350 9.7 5.1 ––

Golf wagon TSI Highline –– 42,490 103 250 4/1395 7 1368 8.9 5.0 04/14

Golf wagon TDI Comfortline –– 39,990 77 250 4/1598 7 1410 11.2 4.0 ––

Golf Cabriolet TSI –– 46,500 90 200 4/1390 6 1449* 10.66* 6.3 06/12

Beetle –– 46,500 118 240 4/1390 6 1363* 8.16* 6.2 03/13

Tiguan TSI 4x2 –– 41,490 110 240 4/1390 6 1536* 9.27* 7.1 11/13

Tiguan TSI 4x2 Comfort –– 44,990 110 240 4/1390 6 1510 9.3 7.1 ––

Tiguan TSI 4x2 R-Line –– 46,490 110 240 4/1390 6 1510 9.3 7.1 ––

Tiguan TSI –– 51,490 132 280 4/1984 6 1630* 9.14* 8.6 06/12

Tiguan TSI R-Line –– 55,490 132 280 4/1984 6 1546* 9.35* 8.6 05/15

Tiguan TDI –– 55,490 103 320 4/1968 6 1718* 11.23* 7.5 12/11

Tiguan TDI R-Line –– 59,940 103 320 4/1968 6 1675 10.2 6.3 ––

Passat TSI R-Line –– 48,750 118 250 4/1798 6 1451* 8.42* 7.1 04/11

Passat TDI R-Line –– 50,750 103 320 4/1968 6 1560 9.8 5.2 –– 

Passat TDI R-Line –– 53,750 125 350 4/1968 6 1591 8.6 5.2 ––

Passat TSI R-Line wagon –– 49,990 118 250 4/1798 6 1551 8.7 7.1 ––

Passat TDI R-Line wagon –– 51,990 103 320 4/1968 6 1601 10.0 5.2 ––

Passat TDI R-Line wagon –– 54,990 130 350 4/1968 6 1592* 7.78* 5.2 06/14 

Passat Alltrack TDI wagon –– 59,990 125 350 4/1968 6 1750* 9.33* 5.8 07/12

CC TDI –– 62,250 125 350 4/1968 6 1579* 8.6 5.5 ––

CC TDI 4Motion –– 64,750 125 350 4/1968 6 1683 8.3 5.7 ––

CC V6 4Motion –– 74,000 220 350 6/3597 6 1704 5.6 9.3 ––

Touareg TDI V6 –– 89,900 150 400 6/2967 7 2271 9.0 7.4 02/15 

Touareg TDI V6 S –– 104,900 180 550 6/2967 7 2280 7.8 7.4 ––

Touareg TDI V8 –– 135,900 250 800 8/4134 7 2412 5.8 9.1 ––

Amarok 4x2 TDI double cab 43,990 –– 90 340 4/1968 2 1998 13.5 7.3 ––

Amarok 4x2 BiTDI Highline d/cab 49,990 –– 120 400 4/1968 6 2037 10.8 7.6 –– 

Amarok 4Motion BiTDI d/cab 56,990 –– 120 400 4/1968 2 2112 11.1 7.8 ––

Amarok 4Motion BiTDI Highline d/cab 61,990 –– 120 400 4/1968 6 2113* 12.30* 7.8 04/11

Amarok 4Motion BiTDI Highline d/cab –– 64,990 132 420 4/1968 6 2170* 10.93* 8.3 11/12

volvocars.co.nz

V40 D2 –– 47,990 84 270 4/1560 7 1365 12.1 4.0 ––

V40 D4 49,990 54,990 130 400 5/1984 7 1508 7.2 4.2 ––

V40 D4 Luxury –– 60,990 130 400 5/1984 7 1508 7.2 4.2 ––

V40 T4 –– 52,990 132 300 5/1984 7 1526* 8.10* 7.5 05/13

V40 T4 Luxury –– 58,990 132 300 5/1984 7 1462 8.1 7.5 ––

V40 T5 R-Design –– 64,990 180 350 5/2497 7 1468 6.3 5.9 ––

V40 Cross Country D4 Luxury –– 62,990 133 400 4/1969 7 1561 8.34* 4.3 08/14

V40 Cross Country T5 AWD Luxury –– 66,990 187 360 5/2497 7 1588 6.1 6.4 ––

S60 T4 –– 59,990 132 240 4/1596 8 1491 9.0 6.8 ––

S60 T4 Luxury –– 65,990 132 240 4/1596 8 1491 9.0 6.8 ––

S60 D4 –– 67,990 133 400 4/1969 8 1563 7.4 4.2 ––

S60 D4 Luxury –– 73,990 133 400 4/1969 8 1563 7.4 4.2 ––

S60 T5 Luxury –– 70,990 180 350 4/1969 8 1557 6.3 6.0 ––

S60 T5 R-Design –– 72,990 180 350 4/1969 8 1557 6.3 6.0 ––

S60 T6 AWD R-Design –– 84,990 242 480 6/2953 8 1732* 5.63* 9.9 04/14

V60 D4 –– 69,990 133 400 4/1969 8 1596 7.6 4.3 ––

V60 D4 Luxury –– 75,990 133 400 4/1969 8 1596 7.6 4.3 ––

V60 T5 –– 66,990 180 350 4/1969 8 1600 6.4 6.2 ––

V60 T5 Luxury –– 72,990 180 350 4/1969 8 1600 6.4 6.2 ––

V60 T5 R-Design –– 74,990 180 350 4/1969 8 1666* 6.69* 6.2 11/14

V60 T6 AWD R-Design –– 86,990 242 480 6/2953 8 1781* 5.55* 10.2 05/12

XC60 D4 –– 72,990 133 400 4/1969 6 1734 8.5 4.7 ––

XC60 D4 Luxury –– 78,990 133 400 4/1969 6 1819* 8.34* 4.7 05/15

XC60 D5 AWD –– 78,990 158 440 5/2400 6 1796 8.3 6.4 ––

XC60 D5 AWD Luxury –– 84,990 158 440 5/2400 6 1796 8.3 6.4 ––

XC60 D5 AWD R-Design –– 87,990 158 440 5/2400 6 1796 8.3 6.4 ––

XC60 T5 –– 69,990 180 350 4/1969 6 1721 7.2 6.7 ––

XC60 T5 Luxury –– 75,990 180 350 4/1969 6 1721 7.2 6.7 ––

XC60 T6 AWD Luxury –– 86,990 224 440 6/2953 6 1814 6.9 10.7 ––

XC60 T6 AWD R-Design –– 89,990 242 480 6/2953 6 1814 6.6 10.7 ––

XC70 D5 AWD –– 76,990 158 440 5/2400 6 1890 8.3 6.4 ––

XC70 D5 AWD Luxury –– 82,990 158 440 5/2400 6 1890 8.3 6.4 ––

XC70 T6 AWD Luxury –– 84,990 224 440 6/2953 6 1870 6.9 10.6 ––

XC90 D5 Momentum –– 97,900 165 470 4/1969 7 2009 7.8 5.8 ––

XC90 D5 Inscription –– 104,900 165 470 4/1969 7 2009 7.8 5.8 ––

XC90 D5 R-Design –– 106,900 165 470 4/1969 7 2009 7.8 5.8 ––

XC90 T6 Inscription –– 110,900 235 400 4/1969 7 2004 6.9 7.7 ––

XC90 T6 R-Design –– 112,900 235 400 4/1969 7 2004 6.9 7.7 ––

XC90 T8 Inscription –– 134,900 293 640 4/1969 7 –– 6.4 2.5 ––

XC90 T8 R-Design –– 136,900 293 640 4/1969 7 –– 6.4 2.5 ––

To advertise in NZ Autocar magazine
please contact

Gavin Shaw Sales Manager
Phone 09 634 1800 Email gavin@autocar.co.nz
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aprilia.net.nz

Shiver 750 $13,995 750cc/V2 189kg 800mm

Shiver 750 ABS $14,995 750cc/V2 194kg 800mm

Dorsoduro 750 ABS $16,990 750cc/V2 186kg 870mm

Dorsoduro 1200 $18,995 1197cc/V2 212kg 870mm

Dorsoduro 1200 ABS $19,995 1197cc/V2 212kg 870mm

Tuono V4 APRC $23,990 1000cc/V4 183kg 835mm

Tuono V4 APRC ABS $26,990 1000cc/V4 185kg 835mm

RSV4 Factory APRC $33,995 999cc/V4 181kg 845mm

RSV4 R APRC ABS $26,990 999cc/V4 186kg 845mm

RSV4 Factory APRC ABS $35,990 999cc/V4 181kg 845mm

Caponord ABS $24,990 1197cc/V2 214kg 840mm

Caponord ABS Travel Pack $27,990 1197cc/V2 228kg 840mm

bmwmotorrad.co.nz

G650 GS $11,995 652cc/1 192kg 780mm

F800 R $17,490 798cc/I2 199kg 800mm

F700 GS $16,990 798cc/I2 179kg 820mm

F800 GS $22,990 798cc/I2 185kg 880mm

F800 GT $22,490 798cc/I2 182kg 820mm

R1200 R $26,490 1170cc/B2 198kg 800mm

R1200 R nineT $25,290 1170cc/B2 223kg 800mm

R1200 RT $35,990 1170cc/B2 282kg 825mm

R1200 GS $28,490 1170cc/B2 225kg 850mm

R1200 GS SE $32,990 1170cc/B2 229kg 850mm

R1200 GS Adventure $35,490 1170cc/B2 223kg 910mm

K1300 R SE $29,990 1293cc/I4 243kg 820mm

K1300 S $31,490 1293cc/I4 254kg 820mm

S 1000 R $24,490 999ccI4 207kg 814mm

K1600GT $41,990 1646cc/I4 319kg 810mm

K1600 GTL $43,990 1646cc/l6 348kg 810mm

K1600 GTL Exclusive $52,400 1646cc/l6 360kg 750mm

S1000 RR Sport $29,990 999cc/I4 210kg 820mm

cfmoto
650NK $7,990 650cc/I2   206kg 795mm

650NK LAMS $7,990 650cc/I2   206kg 795mm

650TR $9,990 650cc/I2 220kg 795mm

Leader 150 $2,995 150cc/1 129kg 800mm

V Night 150 $3,995 150cc/1 116kg 760mm

can-am nz.brp.com/spyder

Spyder RS SM5 $30,990 998cc/V2 317kg 737mm

Spyder RS SE5 $33,490 998cc/V2 317kg 737mm

Spyder RSS SE5 $34,690 998cc/V2 317kg 737mm

Spyder RT SM5 $37,490 998cc/V2 425kg 750mm

Spyder RT Techno SM5 $42,090 998cc/V2 425kg 750mm

Spyder RT Techno SE5 $44,590 998cc/V2 425kg 750mm

Spyder RT S SM5 $46,690 998cc/V2 425kg 750mm

Spyder RT S SE5 $49,190 998cc/V2 425kg 750mm

ducati.com.au

Monster 659 ABS LAMS $15,990 659cc/L2 163kg 770mm

Monster 696 ABS $17,490 696cc/L2 161kg 770mm

Monster 796 ABS $19,990 803cc/L2 169kg 800mm

Monster 821 Dark Stealth $19,490 821cc/L2 205kg 810mm

Monster 821 Red/White $19,990 821cc/L2 205kg 810mm

Monster 1200 ABS $22,990 1198cc/L2 209kg 810mm

Monster 1200 S ABS $29,990 1198cc/L2 209kg 810mm

Streetfighter 848 $23,990 849cc/L2 199kg 840mm

Multistrada 1200 ABS $28,490 1198cc/L2 224kg 850mm

Multistrada 1200 S Touring $35,490 1198cc/L2 234kg 850mm

Multistrada 1200 S GT $36,490 1198cc/L2 245kg 850mm

Multistrada 1200 S Pikes Peak $39,990 1198cc/L2 222kg 850mm

Hyperstrada $22,490 821cc/L2 204kg 850mm

Hypermotard $20,990 821cc/L2 198kg 850mm

Hypermotard SP $25,990 821cc/L2 194kg 890mm

Diavel $29,990 1198cc/V2 239kg 770mm

Diavel Stripes $33,990 1198cc/V2 239kg 770mm

Diavel Strada $33,990 1198cc/V2 239kg 770mm

Diavel Carbon $36,990 1198cc/V2 239kg 770mm

899 Panigale ABS $24,990 849cc/L2 194kg 830mm

1199 Panigale ABS $33,990 1198cc/L2 188kg 825mm

1199 Panigale S ABS $42,990 1198cc/L2 188kg 825mm

1199 Panigale S Corse Edition $49,990 1198cc/L2 190kg 825mm

1199 Panigale R ABS $53,990 1198cc/L2 189kg 825mm

harley-davidson.com.au

XL883L Super Low $14,495 883cc/V2 255kg 681mm

XL883N Iron 883 $14,495 883cc/V2 260kg 735mm

XL1200C 1200 Custom $17,150 1202cc/V2 260kg 710mm

XR1200X Forty Eight $18,495 1202cc/V2 260kg 710mm

FXDB Street Bob ABS $24,250 1690cc/V2 320kg 690mm

FXDC Super Glide Custom ABS $24,250 1690cc/V2 308kg 673mm

FXDWG Wide Glide ABS $26,750 1690cc/V2 303kg 678mm

FXDF Fat Bob ABS $27,595 1690cc/V2 320kg 686mm

FLD Switchback ABS $28,595 1690cc/V2 326kg 663mm

VRSCF V-Rod Muscle ABS $28,995 1250cc/V2 305kg 678mm

VRSCDX Night Rod Special ABS $29,595 1250cc/V2 304kg 678mm

FXST Softail Standard ABS $29,495 1584cc/V2 309kg 720mm

FXS Blackline ABS $29,995 1690cc/V2 310kg 663mm

FLSTF Fat Boy ABS $30,650 1690cc/V2 329kg 690mm

FLSTB Fat Boy Lo ABS $30,595 1690cc/V2 332kg 669mm

FLSTN Softail Deluxe $31,995 1690cc/V2 329kg 658mm

FLHR Road King ABS $34,250 1690cc/V2 368kg 711mm

FLTRX Road Glide Custom ABS $36,595 1690cc/V2 370kg 688mm

FLHX Street Glide ABS $37,595 1690cc/V2 373kg 688mm

FLHTCU Ultra Classic Electra $40,495 1690cc/V2 413kg 740mm

FLSTSE2 CVO Softail Convert $44,700 1802cc/V2 354kg 665mm

FLHXSE2 CVO Street Glide $48,995 1802cc/V2 389kg 696mm

FLHTCUSE6 CVO Ultra Classic $53,095 1802cc/V2 421kg 757mm

hondamotorbikes.co.nz

NC750S $12,495 745cc/I2 214kg 790mm

CB500F ABS $9,995 471cc/l2 192kg 785mm

CBR300R $6995 286cc/1 160kg 785mm

CRF250L $7,995 250cc/1 144kg 875mm

XR150 $3,999 149cc/1 129kg 825mm

GL1800  Goldwing Navi $44,995 1832cc/B6 413kg   740mm

Goldwing F6B $34,995 1832cc/B6 385kg 725mm

ST1300 ABS $22,995 1261cc/V4 321kg 790mm

VFR1200XA $25,995 1237cc/V4 278kg 850mm

VFR1200F $26,995 1237cc/V4 267kg 810mm

VFR800FA Intercepter $20,995 782cc/V4 242kg 789mm

VFR800XA Crossrunner $21,995 782cc/V4 238kg 815mm

NC750X $12,995 745cc/I2 217kg 830mm

CB500X ABS $10,495 471cc/l2 194kg 810mm

VT750C Shadow Cruiser $14,495 745cc/V2 224kg 675mm

VT750S $12,495 745cc/V2 232kg 750mm

VFR1200X Crosstourer $27,995 1237cc/V4 275kg 850mm

CBR1000RRA E-ABS $24,995 1000cc/l4 211kg 820mm

CBR650R FA $14,495 649cc/l4 211kg 810mm

CBR600RRA E-ABS $21,995 599cc/I4 194kg 820mm

CB650FA $13,995 649cc/I4 208kg 810mm

CBR500R ABS $10,995 471cc/l2 194kg 785mm

Goldwing Valkyrie $28,995 1832cc/B6 342kg 735mm

husqvarna triumphnz.co.nz/husky

CR125 $9,990 125cc/1 90kg 990mm

TC250 $10,300 249cc/1 95kg 968mm

WR125 $9,490 125cc/1 99kg 980mm

WR300 $10,490 293cc/1 103kg 975mm

TE450 $11,990 449cc/1 113kg 963mm

TXC450 $11,990 449cc/1 109kg 963mm

SM450RR $17,200 449cc/1 n/a 820mm

SM510R $12,800 501cc/1 120kg 920mm

SM630 $13,990 600cc/1 147kg 910mm

hyosung.co.nz

GT250P EFI LAMS $5,995 249cc/V2 153kg   790mm

GT250RC EFI LAMS $6,995 249cc/V2 159kg   790mm

GT650PL EFI LAMS $8,995 647cc/V2 196kg 790mm

GT650RCL EFI LAMS $9,995 647cc/V2 205kg   790mm

GV250N AQUILA EFI LAMS $5,995 249cc/V2 167kg   700mm

GV650PL EFI LAMS $10,995 647cc/V2 220kg   705mm

ST7L EFI LAMS $10,995 647cc/V2 225kg 675mm

ST7 Deluxe EFI LAMS $14,995 647cc/V2 236kg 675mm

X4 EFI LAMS $5995 249cc/1 135kg 780mm

Indianmotorcycles.co.nz

Chief Classic $28,995 1811cc/V2 370kg 660mm

Chief Vintage $31,995 1811cc/V2 379kg 736mm

Chieftain $34,995 1811cc/V2 385kg 660mm

kawasaki.co.nz

Vulcan 900 Custom $13,495 903cc/V2 253kg 680mm

Concours 14 ABS $23,995 1352cc/l4 304kg 815mm

ZX-14R ABS Ohlins Special Edition $22,995 1441cc/l4 265kg 800mm

ZX-14R $21,000 1441cc/l4 265kg 800mm

ZX-10R Special Edition $21,175 998cc/I4 201kg 813mm

ZX-10R ABS $22,775 998cc/I4 201kg 813mm

ZX1000 SX ABS with panniers $21,000 1043cc/l4 231kg 820mm

ZX-6R Special Edition $15,995 599cc/I4 191kg 815mm

ZX-6R ABS $15,995 599cc/I4 191kg 815mm

ZX-6R ABS Special Edition $16,995 599cc/I4 194kg 830mm

Z1000 ABS Special Edition $17,395 1043cc/l4 221kg 815mm

Z1000 ABS $16,995 1043cc/l4 221kg 815mm

Z800 $12,995 806cc/I4 229kg 834mm

W800 Special Edition $13,495 773cc/V2 217kg 790mm

W800 $12,995 773cc/V2 217kg 790mm

Versys 650 ABS $11,595 649cc/l2 209kg 845mm

Versys $10,595 649cc/l2 206kg 840mm

ER-6n ABS $10,995 649cc/I2 211kg 805mm

ER-6n ABS LAMS $11,995 649cc/I2 211kg 805mm

ER-6n $9,995 649cc/I2 211kg 805mm

Ninja 650R ABS LAMS $12,995 649cc/I2 211kg 805mm

Ninja 650R ABS $12,995 649cc/I2 211kg 805mm

Ninja 650R $9,995 649cc/I2 209kg 805mm

Ninja 300 ABS SE LAMS $8,495 296cc/l2 152kg 785mm

Ninja 300 LAMS $7,995 296cc/l2 152kg 785mm

KLR650 $9,995 651cc/1 175kg 890mm

ktm.co.nz

200 Duke $7,999 200cc/1 130kg 800mm

390 Duke $9,499 373cc/1 139kg 800mm

390 RC $9,999 373cc/1 147kg 820mm

690 Duke $13,999 690cc/1 150kg 835mm

690 Duke R $16,499 690cc/1 149kg 865mm

1190 Adventure Base $24,999 1195cc/V2 212kg 860mm

1190 Adventure $26,999 1195cc/V2 212kg 860mm

1190 Adventure R $27,999 1195cc/V2 217kg 890mm

1290 Superduke R ABS $28,499 1301cc/V2 189kg 835mm

hings just don’t seem to have gone Erik 

Buell’s way in recent years. When Harley 

Davidson got into trouble in 2009, it sold 

off subsidiary MV Agusta, and closed down 

its other division, the Buell Motor Company. For 

a while it looked like curtains for Erik Buell, but 

he’s not a guy who lies down for long, finding 

new sponsors and starting up Erik Buell Racing. 

The first bike was the EBR 1190 RS, a race 

special that participated (largely for development 

purposes) in the highly competitive World 

Superbike series. There followed RX and SX 

faired and naked versions, respectively, selling for 

prices under $US20k. 

However, it appears as though fate has 

delivered another blow to Buell, the EBR 

company forced into receivership, and the 

Wisconsin factory closing its doors with the fate 

of 120 jobs up in the air. It’s ironic that this is 

the second time the factory has been shut down, 

history repeating itself six years after Harley 

closed the doors on exactly the same premises.

After the initial Harley bombshell, Buell 

shopped around for funding to restart his 

business in the US, finding only a single backer, 

but eventually India’s Hero MotoCorp came to the 

party, purchasing 49.2 percent of the company 

for $25 million in July 2013. The new company 

quickly made progress on the 1190RX superbike, 

getting it to production by 2014. It was followed 

by the 1190SX naked version.

The relationship with Hero worked for Buell 

too, producing several smaller-displacement 

models for the Indian market. Late in 2013, EBR 

said it would begin importing and distributing 

Hero motorcycles in the US and Canada as of 

2014, though this never came to pass. 

While the 1190RX superbike reviewed well, 

sales evidently fell short of expectations and 

factory incentives were needed. In the end, 

however, revenue was insufficient to account for 

investment costs, and no further funding from 

Hero was forthcoming. EBR was forced to seek 

bankruptcy protection, a situation where there is 

too much debt but the stakeholders wish to repay 

it with the help of a structuring plan.

Meantime, the Hero-sponsored EBR  

race team says it will continue to participate  

in WSBK this year.  

ERIC BUELL RACING 
SLIDES OFF TRACK
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Learner Approved Motorcycle Schemelams.co.nz

GT650PL 52hp $8,995 +orc GT650RL 52hp $9,995 +orc GV650PL 52hp $10,995 +orc ST7L 63hp $10,995 +orc P: 0800 HYOSUNG

moto guzzi.net.nz

V7 Classic 750 $13,990 744cc/V2 198kg 805mm

V7 Cafe Classic $13,990 744cc/V2 198kg 805mm

V7 Racer $16,990 744cc/V2 198kg 805mm

V7 Stone $14,990 744cc/V2 179kg 805mm

V7 Special $15,990 744cc/V2 179kg 805mm

1200 Sport SE $22,990 1151cc/V2 240kg 800mm

1200 Sport SE ABS $23,990 1151cc/V2 240kg 800mm

Griso 1200 8V $20,990 1151cc/V2 222kg 800mm

Griso 1200 SE $24,000 1151cc/V2 222kg 800mm

Breva 1200 4V $18,990 1151cc/V2 236kg 800mm

Norge 1200 GT 8V ABS $25,990 1151cc/V2 246kg 800mm

Norge 1200 GTL $18,990 1151cc/V2 246kg 800mm

California 1400 ABS $28,990 1380cc/V2 337kg 740mm

Nevada 750 $14,990 744cc/V2 179kg 767mm

California 1400 ABS Custom $26,990 1380cc/V2 318kg 740mm

Stelvio 1200 $19,990 1151cc/V2 257kg 820mm

Stelvio 1200 NTX ABS $26,990 1151cc/V2 272kg 820mm

mv agusta.co.nz

Brutale 675 $17,990 675cc/I3 167kg 810mm

Brutale 800 $22,490 798cc/I3 167kg 810mm

Brutale 800 EAS $23,490 798cc/I3 167kg 810mm

Brutale 800 EAS ABS $24,490 798cc/I3 167kg 810mm

Brutale 800 Dragster EAS ABS $25,990 798cc/I3 167kg 811mm

Brutale 1090 R $25,990 1078cc/I4 183kg 830mm

Brutale 1090 RR $26,990 1078cc/I4 183kg 830mm

Brutale 1090 RR ABS $27,990 1078cc/I4 183kg 830mm

F3 675 EAS $22,490 675cc/I3 173kg 805mm

F3 800 EAS $25,990 798cc/I3 173kg 805mm

F3 800 EAS ABS $26,990 798cc/I3 173kg 805mm

F4 1000R $34,990 998cc/l4 185kg 830mm

F4 1000R ABS $42,990 998cc/l4 185kg 830mm

Rivale 800 $25,990 798cc/I3 178kg 881mm

royal enfield.co.nz

Bullet Euro Classic Deluxe $8,550 500cc/1 168kg 760mm

Bullet C5 EFI $11,995 500cc/1 182kg 800mm

suzuki.co.nz/motorcycles

GN125H LAMS $2,699 124cc/1 107kg 735mm

DR200SL5 Street Legal LAMS $5,495 199cc/1 126kg 810mm

GW250L3 Inazuma LAMS $5,495 248cc/I2 182kg 780mm

GW250ZL4 LAMS $6,495 248cc/I2 183kg 780mm

DR-Z250K9 LAMS $8,495 249cc/1 131kg 890mm

AN400AL5 Burgman 400 ABS LAMS $11,995 400cc/1 222kg 710mm

DR-Z400EK9 Street Legal LAMS $9,495 398cc/1 138kg 935mm

DR-Z400SML5 Super Motard LAMS $9,995 398cc/1 146kg 890mm

GSX-R600L4 $18,495 599cc/l4 187kg 810mm

AN650L4 Burgman 650 LAMS $17,295 638cc/l2 275kg 755mm

DL650AL4 V-Strom ABS $13,995 645cc/V2 214kg 835mm

DL650AL4 V-Strom ABS LAMS $13,995 645cc/V2 214kg 835mm

DR650SEL4 LAMS $8,999 644cc/1 166kg 885mm

GSX650FUL2 LAMS $11,995 656cc/l4 241kg 790mm

SFV650UL4 Gladius LAMS $11,995 645cc/V2 202kg 785mm

GSR750L4 $14,495 749cc/l4 210kg 815mm

GSX-R750L4 $18,995 749cc/l4 190kg 810mm

DL1000AL4 V-Strom ABS $19,995 1037cc/V2 228kg 850mm

GSX-R1000L4 $21,990 999cc/l4 203kg 810mm

GSX1250FAL4 Faired Tourer $15,995 1255cc/I4 257kg 805mm

GSX1300RAL3 Hayabusa ABS $21,990 1340cc/I4 260kg 805mm

S40 Boulevard $7,995 652cc/1 173kg 700mm

C90BT Boulevard Black Out $21,990 1462cc/V2 363kg 720mm

C90T Boulevard $21,990 1462cc/V2 363kg 720mm

M50 Boulevard $12,495 805cc/V2 269kg 700mm

M109R Boulevard $21,990 1783cc/V2 347kg 705mm

M109RZ Boulevard $22,500 1783cc/V2 347kg 705mm

M109RBZ Boulevard $22,495 1783cc/V2 347kg 705mm

triumphmotorcycles.co.nz

Tiger 800 ABS $18,990 799cc/l3 214kg 843mm

Tiger 800 XC ABS $21,295 799cc/l3 214kg 843mm

H
onda displayed a grown-up Grom 

adventure bike named the Bulldog 

recently, utilising the CB500 engine 

in a practical workhorse-type frame, 

making it an ideal adventure tourer where 

reliability is paramount. Billed canine-wise as 

a ‘lovable touring partner’ designed to ‘actively 

enjoy outdoor life’, the 35kW Bulldog concept 

utilises the modular engineering philosophy 

whereby motors and major components are 

shared across various groups of motorcycles, 

saving on complexity. While the concept gets a 

400cc twin, bikes built for export are expected 

to use the 40kW liquid-cooled engine, frame 

and swingarm from the CB500, keeping 

costs down. The engine is tied to a six-speed 

transmission and majors on economy and  

ease of riding. 

Unlike most adventure bikes which are 

tall, the Bulldog, like its namesake, has a low 

centre of gravity, thanks to wide but small 15-

inch tyres. Its 730mm seat height evidently 

caters for the majority of the world’s population 

which is below 172cm in height. It’s also 

sensible in that its light weight and low friction 

engine mean fuel economy is double that 

of larger capacity adventure bikes which are 

many times as expensive. 

The Bulldog features tank panels (actually 

storage boxes on both sides of the tank!), crash 

bars covering the engine and dual headlights, 

and front and rear carriers. 

As with the monkey bike, this concept with 

‘robust yet charming styling’ may well become 

a cult machine for those with a sensible and 

frugal approach to life.  

Tiger 800 XC ABS SE $21,990 799cc/l3 214kg 843mm

Tiger 1050 $19,990 1050cc/I3 198kg 830mm

Tiger 1050 ABS SE $20,990 1050cc/I3 198kg 830mm

Tiger Explorer 1200 ABS $27,190 1215cc/I3 259kg 837mm

Tiger Explorer Spoke ABS $27,990 1215cc/I3 259kg 837mm

Tiger Explorer Spoke ABS XC $29,590 1215cc/I3 267kg 837mm

Tiger Sport ABS $21,990 1050cc/I3 235kg 830mm

Tiger Sport ABS Launch $23,490 1050cc/I3 235kg 830mm

Bonneville A3 $14,490 865cc/I2 200kg 740mm

Bonneville SE $13,990 865cc/I2 205kg 775mm

Bonneville T100 A3 Black $15,490 865cc/I2 205kg 775mm

Bonneville T100 A3 $15,490 865cc/I2 224kg 774mm

Bonneville T100 SE A3 $15,990 865cc/I2 224kg 774mm

Scrambler $15,490 865cc/I2 229kg 826mm

Thruxton A3 $15,590 865cc/I2 205kg 790mm

Bonneville America A3 $14,490 865cc/I2 226kg 720mm

Bonneville America LT A3 $15,990 865cc/I2 226kg 720mm

Rocket III Roadster ABS A2 $27,290 2294cc/I3 367kg 750mm

Speedmaster A3 $14,490 865cc/I2 229kg 720mm

Thunderbird ABS A1 $23,990 1597cc/l2 339kg 700mm

Thunderbird Storm ABS A1 $24,990 1699cc/l2 339kg 700mm

Thunderbird Commander ABS  $26,590 1699cc/l2 339kg 700mm

Thunderbird LT Tourer ABS A1 $27,990 1699cc/l2 380kg 700mm

Thunderbird LT Tourer ABS A1 $29,490 1699cc/l2 380kg 700mm

Street Triple B1 $14,990 675cc/l3 183kg 800mm

Street Triple ABS B1 $16,190 675cc/l3 183kg 800mm

Street Triple R B1 $16,990 675cc/l3 182kg 820mm

Street Triple R B1 Launch $17,990 675cc/l3 182kg 820mm

Street Triple R ABS B1 $17,990 675cc/l3 182kg 820mm

Speed Triple 1050 A1 $21,190 1050cc/l3 217kg 830mm

Speed Triple 1050 A1 ABS $20,990 1050cc/l3 217kg 830mm

Speed Triple R ABS A1 $22,990 1050cc/l3 212kg 825mm

Speed Triple SE $23,490 1050cc/l3 212kg 825mm

Daytona 675 B1 $16,990 675cc/I3 184kg 820mm

Daytona 675 B1 Launch $17,990 675cc/I3 184kg 820mm

Daytona 675 ABS B1 $18,990 675cc/I3 184kg 820mm

Daytona 675 R ABS B1 $22,490 675cc/I3 184kg 820mm

Daytona 675 R ABS B1 Launch $23,990 675cc/I3 184kg 820mm

Trophy ABS SE $32,990 1215cc/I3 301kg 800mm

Trophy ABS SE Launch $36,990 1215cc/I3 301kg 800mm

victorymotorcycles.co.nz

Vegas 8 Ball $22,595 1634cc/V2 296kg 673mm

Vegas $26,995 1634cc/V2 298kg 673mm

Vegas Low $24,495 1634cc/V2 295kg 640mm

Hammer $28,995 1634cc/V2 308kg 673mm

Hammer S $30,995 1634cc/V2 305kg 673mm

Jackpot $26,995 1634cc/V2 298kg 673mm

Kingpin $27,495 1634cc/V2 307kg 673mm

Kingpin Tour $27,495 1634cc/V2 336kg 673mm

Vision Street $32,995 1732cc/V2 365kg 673mm

Vision Tour $35,995 1732cc/V2 365kg 673mm

yamaha-motor.co.nz

MW125 Tricity $4499 125cc/1 153kg 780mm

YZF-R15E $4,799 150cc/1 131kg 790mm

Tracer $17,999 847cc/I3 194kg 845mm

XJ6-N (LAMS) $12,299 600cc/l4 205kg 785mm

XJ6-F (LAMS) $13,299 600cc/l4 212kg 785mm

XJ6-F SP $13,999 600cc/l4 213kg 785mm

YZR-R15 SP $4899 150cc/1 131kg 790mm

SR400 $9599 399cc/1 174kg 785mm

FZ8-S $17,499 779cc/l4 215kg 815mm

FJR1300AE $26,999 1298cc/I4 291kg 805mm

MT-07 (LAMS) $10,999 655cc/I2 179kg 805mm

MT-09 $13,999 847cc/I3 188kg 815mm

MT-03 $9,999 660cc/1 192kg 805mm

XV250 Virago $6,999 249cc/V2 137kg 685mm

XVS650 V-Star Custom $12,499 649cc/V2 229kg 711mm

XVS650A V-Star Classic $13,499 649cc/V2 229kg 711mm

XVS1300 Star Stryker $17,499 1304cc/V2 293kg 670mm

XVS950 Star Bolt $13,999 942cc/V2 247kg 690mm

XVS950 Star Bolt Grey/Green $14,499 942cc/V2 247kg 690mm

YZF-R6 $18,899 600cc/I4 162kg 820mm

YZF-R1 2015 $26,999 998cc/I4 201kg 835mm

XT660R $13,299 595cc/1 156kg 855mm

XT250 $7,999 196cc/1 118kg 790mm

TTR230 $6,999 223cc/1 107kg 870mm

WR250FF $13,799 250cc/1 125kg 929mm

AG100 $4,299 97cc/1 99kg 800mm

AG200 $6,349 196cc/1 112kg 820mm

IS THE BITZER
DESTINED FOR
GREATNESS?
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HOW TO
PITCH AN 
IDEA 

J
eremy Clarkson’s abrupt fall 
from grace has a number of 
Top Gear publications around 
the globe nervously wondering 
about their next pay cheques. I 

thought we’d be safe here in this far-off 
land but Fairfax have taken the hint 
and is looking to manage its own media 
megastars a little more closely. 

I now have to pitch each feature 
article to an editorial committee, who 
carefully vet every concept I submit.

“How about a limousine tour of  
the South Island, through the eyes  
of a dissolute gourmand? We could  
call it ‘Fear, loathing and whitebait  
in Temuka’.”

“It’s the wrong season for whitebait.”
“What about a treasure hunt  

through the dunes of 90 Mile Beach  
– with a bulldozer?”

“DoC would crucify us.”  
“OK…what if I go undercover at a 

girls’ boarding school and give them  
all evasive driving lessons?”

“That is wrong on so many levels. 
Why don’t you stick to your forte  
– rallying?”

I pondered this. “What about a 
personality piece on Mike Young? 
Twenty-two year old Kiwi, with a handful 
of FIA titles under his belt already.”

“Go on.”
“My angle will be that, despite all 

his international success, he’s actually 
bloody slow and doesn’t deserve all the 
attention he receives.”

The committee shifted nervously on 

their seats and glanced at each other.
“I’ve carefully analysed his stage 

times and he’s getting his ass handed to 
him by clubmen in rumpty old Corollas 
and Civics. The only reason he’s picking 
up all these titles is that no-one else is 
turning up to contest them.”

The committee demurred. “He must 
have some talent – he’s achieved these 
results in Proton Satrias and a Toyota 
Vitz, of all things. And some of those 
surfaces in China and Malaysia are 
diabolical to drive on.”

“Not if you’re driving slowly, 
they’re not,” I retorted. “I tell you  
– it’s in his genes. I used to co-drive 
for his old man and he was slow, too. 
We did Rally Australia one year and 
I had to keep prodding him awake 
between junctions.”

“Would that be Brian Young,  
the noted photojournalist and  
television producer?”

“Don’t get me started there. It’s 
blatant nepotism – Young Junior would 
never have his bum in that Cusco seat  
if it wasn’t for his old man’s influence.”

One of the editors asked pointedly, 
“Can you assure us that there is not an 
element of sour grapes being exhibited 
here? That Michael has elected not to 
utilise your own services as navigator?”

“On the contrary,” I replied. “He only 
started competing in 2011 and I tend 
to avoid complete novices. Instead, 
he employs the talented (but painfully 
undernourished) Malcolm Read as his 
principal co-driver.  I can even offer you 

a juicy sidebar to the main story  
there – how Read was trialled then 
rejected by the Paddon camp. If you 
guys give me enough leeway, I can  
pump this up into a searing expose 
worthy of the front cover.”

The wise old heads leaned in  
towards each other and swiftly came  
to a decision.

“Correct us if we’re wrong,” purred 
their spokesman, “but what you’re 
proposing is a hatchet job on the current 
FIA Asia-Pacific Production, 2WD and 
Junior champion.”

“And his co-driver,” I reminded them.
“Furthermore, you wish to impugn 

the integrity of one of the finest 
motorsport journalists in New Zealand’s 
history, based on what appears to be 
blatant professional jealousy. Are there 
any other members of the Young family 
you feel inclined to libel?”

“Yes – Mike’s Mum isn’t as youthful as 
she looks, either.”

“Then I’m afraid we’re going to have 
to reject your proposal and suggest 
you seek a literary avenue that involves 
a little less character assassination. 
Indeed, we have an opening at ‘NZ Horse 
& Pony’ – perhaps a year’s sabbatical 
with our hooved friends might do you 
some good?”

I could’ve sulked but you can’t keep a 
good man down.

‘How about a diary on the last days of 
a former showjumper, before they send 
her off to the glue factory? We could call 
it ‘Paste Notes’…”  

NOTES

ROB SCOTT
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Art ofEvolution

MV Agusta Stradale 800
Motorcycle Art, the evolution of refinement in performance 
and design. Experience Italian motorcycle design at it’s 
most magnificent. The stunningly advanced Stradale 800 
becomes stunningly affordable with MV Agusta NZ offering 
newly aligned 2015 prices, making it even easier to own one 
of these amazing machines.

For more information, jump online or contact your local MV Agusta dealer. 

mvagusta.co.nz

Brutale 800 Dragster EAS/ABS 

$23,990
F3 800 EAS/ABS 

$24,990
F4 1000 

$26,990

N E W  2 0 1 5  M V  A G U S T A  N E W  Z E A L A N D  P R I C E  R E A L I G N M E N T

Auckland: Red Baron Motorcycles Ph: 09 360 7700 Tauranga: Prestige Motorcycles Ph: 07 574 6688
Wellington: Motorad Ph: 04 382 8011 Christchurch: Street and Sport Motorcycles Ph: 03 366 2201

From
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