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 KIWI-BUILT NISSAN  

DOUBLE ACT 

LEADFOOT FESTIVAL
THE CARS THAT TORE UP MILLEN’S DRIVEWAY 

BEHIND THE HELMETS
MEET THE STARS OF THE DEMON ENERGY D1NZ 

HOME-BUILT HILL-CLIMBER
380KW NISSAN PULSAR GTiR
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PLUS: AMS STROKER EVO VII + 180KW B18C CIVIC + LIBERTY WALK KENMERI



FREE DELIVERY NATIONWIDE

New Zealand’s online auto store

Honda Accord, 
Torneo 97- Front 
Engine Mount

$80.73
Honda Avancier 

Top Engine 
Mount

Honda Civic Ef1-6 
Front Engine 

Mount

$67.28
Honda Odyssey 
03-13 Top Engine 

Mount

Honda Prelude 
91-96 Front 

Engine Mount

$94.19
Honda Odyssey 
RA5 97-03 Front 
Engine Mount

Honda Avancier, 
Odyssey Front 
Engine Mount

Honda Civic, 
CRX, Shuttle Top 
Engine Mount

Honda Odyssey 
99-03 V6 Front 
Engine Mount

Honda Elysion, 
Odyssey 03-08 Front 

Engine Mount

Honda Civic, CRX, 
Integra Front 
Engine Mount

$67.28
Honda Civic, 
Domani Top 

Engine Mount

Honda Odyssey 
V6 Top Engine 

Mount

Honda Avancier, 
Odyssey V6 Rear 

Engine Mount

Honda Integra 
DC5 Top Engine 

Mount

Honda Integra DC5 
01-06 Front Engine 

Mount (M/T)

Honda Civic ES 
00-05 Top Engine 

Mount

Honda Civic EF1-6 
Front Engine 
Mount (AT)

$67.28
Honda Civic 

91-96 Top Engine 
Mount

Honda Civic 
EK Top Engine 

Mount

Honda Civic, 
Integra LH Lower 

Engine Mount

$67.28
Honda Civic, 
Stream Front 
Engine Mount

$80.73 $134.55

$97.81

ENGINE MOUNTS — HONDA

Honda Accord, 
Odyssey 89-97 

Rear Engine Mount

$127.82
Honda Accord, 
Odyssey Front 

Engine Mount (At)

$67.28

Mazda 3 / Axela 
Rear Engine 

Mount

$47.09
Mazda Demio, 

Verisa 02-07 Top 
Engine Mount

Mazda MX-5 89-
05 Engine Mount

Mazda Demio 02-
07 Rear Engine 
Mount (M/T)

$83.84
Mazda MPV 98-
06 Rear Engine 

Mount

Mazda 626, 
Capella 97-02 Top 

Engine Mount

Mazda Astina, 
Familia, 323 89-95 

Rear Engine Mount

$69.86
Mazda Demio 

07-14 Top Engine 
Mount

Mazda Atenza, 6 
08-13 2.5L Rear 
Engine Mount

$83.84
Mazda 323, 

Familia, Lantis Top 
Engine Mount

Mazda 626, Capella 
Front Engine 
Mount (A/T)

$94.19
Mazda Demio 
Dw Top Engine 

Mount

Mazda Familia 
SP20 Top Engine 

Mount

Mazda Familia, 
323 94-98 Rr 

Engine Mount

$83.84

Mazda 3 / Axela 
2.3L Top Engine 

Mount

$87.46
Mazda RX8 SE3P 
13B Front Engine 

Mount

ENGINE MOUNTS — MAZDA

$121.10 $235.46 $269.10

$148.01 $209.59 $107.64 $235.46 $114.37 $121.10

$107.64 $121.10 $121.10 $107.64

$114.37 $107.64 $107.64 $111.78 $148.01

$121.10 $134.55 $121.10 $111.78



myautomotive.co.nz
Stock subject to availability. Pricing may vary from advertised.

Toyota Hilux 05-
15 Engine Mount

$80.73
Toyota Sera, 
Starlet Top 

Engine Mount

$80.73
Toyota Avensis, 

Caldina, Noah Top 
Engine Mount

Toyota Corolla 87-
92 Front Engine 

Mount - A/T

$80.73
Toyota Corolla, 

Ipsum, RAV4 Engine 
Mount - M/T

$80.73
Toyota Corolla 
II, Cynos Rear 
Engine Mount

$80.84
Toyota Celica, 

Corona, Curren 
Rear Engine Mount

$80.73
Toyota Corona 

ST190 A/T Front 
Engine Mount

$80.73

Toyota Soarer 
1JZGTE Engine 

Mount

Toyota Soarer 
1UZFE Engine 

Mount

Toyota Celica 
ST183 Front 

Engine Mount

$83.84
Toyota Corolla 

AE100-111 Front 
Engine Mount

$60.55
Toyota Celica, 

Curren, RAV4 Front 
Engine Mount - M/T

$80.73
Toyota Celica, 

Curren, Rav4 Frt 
Engine Mount - A/T

$80.73

Subaru Impreza 
WRX 07-11 RH 
Engine Mount

Subaru Legacy 
98-09 LH Engine 

Mount

Subaru Legacy 
98-09 RH Engine 

Mount

Subaru Forester, 
Impreza, Legacy 
LH Engine Mount

Subaru Forester, 
Impreza, Legacy 
RH Engine Mount

Subaru Impreza 
00-11 Front 

Engine Mount

Subaru Impreza, 
Legacy Front 

Engine Mount

Subaru Impreza 
WRX 07-11 LH 
Engine Mount

Toyota MR-2 
SW20 Engine 

Mount

Toyota Celica 
3SGE Rear Engine 

Mount

$83.84

Nissan Primera 
P11 2WD Top 
Engine Mount

Nissan Pulsar, 
Wingroad Rear 
Engine Mount

$97.81
Nissan Pulsar, 

Sentra, Wingroad 
RH Engine Mount

$80.73
Nissan Primera, 
Sunny, Tino Top 
Engine Mount

Nissan Pressage, 
Primera Front 
Engine Mount

Nissan Pulsar, 
Sentra, Sunny Rear 

Engine Mount

$83.84
Nissan Maxima, 
Pressage, Teana 

Rear Engine Mount

Nissan Navara 
D40 04-15 Engine 

Mount

Nissan Skyline 
R33 Gt-R Engine 

Mount

Nissan Bluebird, 
Primera QR20 Top 

Engine Mount

Nissan Skyline R34 
Gt-R Engine Mount

Nissan 350Z, 
Skyline, Stagea 
Engine Mount

Nissan Silvia 180SX 
200SX SR20 Engine 

Mount

Nissan Skyline 
R33 Rb25de/T 
Engine Mount

Nissan Avenir, 
Bluebird, Prairie 

Top Engine Mount

$97.81
Nissan Maxima 
J30 89-94 Front 
Engine Mount

$94.19

$121.10 $148.01 $148.01

The best brands at the best  prices,  
and we freight for FREE!

ENGINE MOUNTS — NISSAN

ENGINE MOUNTS — TOYOTA

$121.10 $235.46 $121.10 $148.01 $121.10 $121.10

$139.73 $107.64 $107.64 $121.10 $107.64

ENGINE MOUNTS — SUBARU

$168.19 $168.19 $134.55

$107.64

$148.01 $148.01 $148.01 $127.82 $127.82

PLUS A HUGE SELECTION OF SILICONE HOSES AVAILABLE
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036
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028 EUROSPEED

JESSE’S E46 HAS BEEN THROUGH A FEW RENDITIONS OVER THE YEARS — NOW 

HAVING HAD A JDM ENGINE SWAP, IT’S READY TO TURN RUBBER TO DUST AT THE 

MASH OF A PEDAL

036 THE BEST OF 2016 

WE TAKE A LOOK AT THE BEST OF THE BEST FROM THE 20TH ANNUAL 

V 4&ROTARY NATIONALS 

044 BASE CAMP

GTI-R PULSARS DON’T GET MUCH MORE MODIFIED THAN THIS, AND THAT MAKES 

SENSE WHEN YOU DISCOVER THAT IT’S BEEN A 16-YEAR-LONG DEVELOPMENT 

054 SUBTLE REFINEMENT 

NOT ALL BUILDS ARE ABOUT HUGE AND OUTLANDISH MODIFICATIONS; SOME 

GUYS LIKE TO KEEP THINGS SIMPLE 

044

TANDEM OF BRO 
BLAKE HARPUR AND JARED CROFT HAVE BUILT TWO OF THE RADDEST 

NISSANS THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER SEEN, AND THEY STOLE THE SHOW AT 

THE 2016 V 4&ROTARY NATIONALS — WITH A FEW POPPED TYRES TO BOOT!

054



*iPhone support available in late 2015.

INTRODUCING "AIR" MIRRORING

KENWOOD offers a new degree of Smartphone connectivity with Android and iPhone* 
Wireless Mirroring over Wi-Fi. Powerful navigation applications like Google Maps and 

Waze, video and photo apps can all be displayed on your KENWOOD head unit. 

KENWOOD is available at all leading car audio retailers, for more information visit

kenwood.com/nz
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NATURALLY ASPIRATED B18C ENGINES — PROVING THAT OLD TECH IS STILL THE GOODS 

064 THE FACES OF DEMON ENERGY D1NZ 

WE CHECK IN WITH THE DEMON ENERGY D1NZ NATIONAL DRIFTING CHAMPIONSHIP PRO CLASS OF 2016, SO 

THAT YOU CAN PUT THE FACES TO THE HELMETS

070 KATO’S KENMERI

LIBERTY WALK’S WATARU KATO IS AN OLD DOG WITH NEW TRICKS 
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LIKE A KID 
IN A CANDY SHOP themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

y personal taste in 
automobiles is somewhat 
varied and extends far 
beyond the normal NZPC 
feature car. I grew up 
surrounded by hot rods, so 
my love for that type of stuff 
is well and truly ingrained, 

thus I’m just as at home at the likes of Beach Hop 
as I am at the circuit, watching drifting. So, you 
can understand my excitement piqued like a kid 
entering a candy store clutching a crisp $20 bill 
when, earlier this month, I finally experienced 
Leadfoot Festival first-hand. Why? Because it 
mixes some of New Zealand’s oldest and rarest 
race machines with stuff from every era since. 
Rod and Shelly Millen gather together such a line-
up of machines that I doubt there is a petrolhead 
alive who can’t find at least one car to tickle his 
or her fancy. 

Every year Rod has run the event, there have 
been other work commitments in the way, but, 
finally, I managed to get the stars to align, and a 
pre-event visit to meet Rod and his machines (see 
NZPC Issue No. 230) only cemented the fact I had 
to experience it for myself.

My partner, Michelle, and I got into the swing 
of things, dressing in some 1950s-style attire, 
and we had an amazing weekend chatting to 
drivers in this low-key environment and sitting 
among the trees as the drivers pushed it harder 
and harder throughout the weekend. It’s really 

unlike any event I have ever attended, sitting up 
there in the forest as the anti-lag crackles away 
in the distance. It brought back fond memories 
of standing on the roadside watching rallies as a 
youngster but with the convenience that comes 
with being at a venue instead of deep in some 
forest. 

One of the highlights for me was witnessing 
a bunch of my drift buddies perform against a 
stellar line-up of grip-based machinery. I haven’t 
seen a crowd go that mental for tyre-frying in a 
very long time. To say these boys stole the show 
is an understatement. I guess it’s the added risk 
involved, with no barriers, just some wild driving 
as cars switch between the trees, all while posting 
times that were not to be sneezed at. 

Witnessing all the amazing talent made me 
want to see more of this type of driving, both 
grip and drift. So, I will actively hunt out a few 
hill climbs to get along to this year, and, once my 
never-ending myth-car project is finished, it’s this 
type of event — hill climbs — that I think you will 
find me attending (if they allow a little opposite 
lock that is). I do enjoy a good strop through the 
hills in my daily as much as the next petrolhead, so 
doing it without speed limits and at pace sounds 
like the type of adrenaline-fuelled challenge I’d 
be into. And you never know, one day, you might 
even see me pedalling at Leadfoot. But driving 
or not, this event is on my must-attend list, and I 
think you need to come along, too — get dressed 
up and see what all the fuss is about for yourself.





NZPC TEAM

WIZARD OF OZ
ometimes in life, when an opportunity comes up, 

you need to grab it with both hands and run with it. 

Even more so when there are no opposing forces, 

only problems that can be effortlessly solved. 

What am I on about? Well, my wife Tamarin has 

been offered a job too good to pass on in Sydney, 

Australia, and I will also make the move across the 

ditch for the proposed 12-month contract, now set 

in stone.

Initially, the thought of leaving NZPC Towers was daunting, as this 

is my dream job. However, the boost in my partner’s career was mind-

blowing, so I decided to take this as an opportunity to spread my wings 

and see what the Australians have to offer in terms of performance-car 

content (marriage is all about compromise!). I’ve already spoken to a few 

key contacts over in Sydney, but what I’m most excited about is finally 

being able to get up close and personal with the best time-attack cars 

in Australia and being able to follow their builds in detail. I’ll also tie up 

with all the Kiwis who have made the move to Australia to showcase 

what they’re building across the ditch — inflicting their unique Kiwi style 

on the Aussies. 

This certainly won’t be the last of me in these pages. I’ll still write 

the odd article and focus my efforts on our forever-growing kick-arse 

website, themotorhood.com. I’ve met some amazing people over the 

last two years or so, most of who I will call close friends for a long time. 

I just want to thank all the readers of NZPC: you made the job what 

it was. So, expats, see you down at Bondi Beach or at the race track — 

and Aussies, watch out! 

Email: rene@performancecar.co.nz

Instagram: rene_nzpcmagazine
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CONTRIBUTORS

If the name ‘Dayna Jury’ sounds familiar, you’re not mistaken. 

Dayna ‘The Fury’ Jury, as he was known, used to be one of the big names 

in the Taranaki drifting scene, back in the days before the internet existed. 

These days, when he’s not tinting windows at his day job, you can find him 

transforming his old Cefiro drift hack into a sealed sprint weapon or out 

twisting the throttle on two wheels. He takes a pretty sweet photo, too.

DAYNA JURY

Wellington-based freelance photographer Duncan Rourke is a regular 

shooter for our sister titles NZV8 and New Zealand Classic Car. Growing up 

in the boom days of the Wellington street scene, his love of cars is varied, 

but you’ll often find him driving something Euro or lusting after owning an 

old Porsche 356. By day, Duncan pays the bills by running a successful 

signwriting business.

DUNCAN ROURKE



W E  U N D E R S TA N D
0800 501 508
nac.co.nz

Call 0800 501 508 or go to nac.co.nz 

for a quote.*

Have you got
cover if you

* Subject to the terms of your policy. Exclusions can include; Alcohol/drugs and other intoxicating substances, liability if property is owned by you, consequential loss, 

if modifications are not noted on the schedule, reckless, wilful or deliberate actions and unlicensed drivers. Also terrorism, other insurance, nuclear and war and an 

excess will apply to your policy. 

smash into that

NAC068  01/16

fancy car or
someone else’s property? 
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The Kiwi pairing of Hayden Paddon and 
John Kennard has catapulted to fourth overall in the 
World Rally Championship (WRC) standings after a 
second place at Rally Sweden on debut of their new 
2016 Hyundai i20. With a mix of slushy ice and snow-
covered road, conditions were less than optimal, 
and the event was close to being cancelled but went 
ahead at a reduced distance. On day two, the duo 
moved from seventh to second overall after some 

great driving, and a favourable road position saw two 
stage wins. They fought to keep position through the 
event, with five guys nipping at their heels. 

While the media may have hyped the pair to 
win, Hayden thought otherwise, as he explained: 
“At the media zone all the talk was how much snow 
was on the following stage, and how this was our 
rally to win. But to be honest the win was never in 
my thoughts, our objective for the day was to try 

and hold the five others who were close behind 
us. On speed alone we didn’t have an answer for 
Sebastien this weekend, due to my confidence of 
driving on snow, and not being fully comfortable in 
the car.” 

The next event for the pair is at Rally Guanajuato 
(Mexico) in early March, where snow and ice will be 
swapped for dust and sand, a surface much more 
favourable to both car and driver. 

The American Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has sent our American brothers and sisters 
into a tailspin over proposed new emissions 
and gas standards for medium- and heavy-duty 
engines. What the EPA seeks to do is make it illegal 
to modify any vehicle from its factory-certified state 
and make the sale of selected (yet to be defined) 
aftermarket parts illegal. This is all under the guise 

of emissions, but the wording in the document 
is such that any and all modifications could be 
included. 

These proposed changes extend to race 
cars, so the effect of such a rule change will 
be felt from the highest level in motorsport 
right down to the grassroots guys. The 
Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA) 

clearly sees this as a huge threat to the US$36-
billion-a-year industry and has gone to war, 
bringing in the lawyers. 

The changes are still in the early stages, with 
public hearings yet to come, but, if it does come 
into law, it will have a massive impact that will be 
felt worldwide. Let’s just hope our own government 
doesn’t think that it’s a good idea to follow suit. 

AMERICA TO BAN 
MODIFIED CARS?

PADDON PODIUMS



NICK CASSIDY 
JOINS SUPER GT
One of New Zealand’s rising international 

circuit-racing talents — Nick Cassidy — has 

secured a factory-backed drive for the TOM’S 

Super GT team as one of four drivers in a pair 

of Lexus RC-F GT500 machines with factory 

support from Lexus. Nick has been driving for 

the TOM’S Toyota Formula 3 (F3) team in Japan 

and is the reigning champion, so a switch to 

what is considered one of the world’s best tin-

top classes is a great move for the 21-year-old 

Aucklander. “It is every young driver’s dream 

to become a factory-supported racing driver, 

so I am extremely proud to be joining Lexus’ 

TOM’S team this year. I know I have a steep 

learning curve ahead of me, but I am ready to 

do everything that is possible to learn off those 

around me. I am fortunate to be sharing the car 

with Daisuke Itō, he is an extremely experienced 

driver in Super GT. I am not underestimating 

the challenge ahead — but it’s one I am really 

looking forward to,” Cassidy said.

The RC-F GT500 Cassidy will share with 

Itō runs a turbocharged RI4AG 2.0-litre making 

around 410kW. The pairing will contest the eight-

round series, with six of those rounds at tracks 

Cassidy is familiar with from his F3 antics. 

Good luck to the young Kiwi making it 

happen in Japan. 

SOUTH ISLAND 
CHAMPS HEADS 
TO TIMARU

Since the V 4&Rotary South Island Champs was 

forced to move from Christchurch in 2014 due to 

earthquake damage, the event has been run in 

Nelson with great success. But its time in Nelson 

has come to an end, with Timaru set to be the new 

spot for 2016, 2017, and 2018. 

A two-day affair as usual, the Champs will take 

place over the weekend of December 10–11. Day one 

will be held at Timaru International Motor Raceway, 

with a hardpark, drifting, cruise-with-your-mates 

sessions, power skids, and a grasskhana. Day two 

will see the chaos move to the Timaru Events Centre 

for round one of the 4&Rotary show season. 

This will be the first time an event of its 

kind will be held in the region, and, with people 

travelling from all over the country, it will no doubt 

be big. Entries are yet to open, but we will be sure 

to let you know when they do. 

NO DRAMA  
INSURANCE 
We all know that modifying a car makes getting 

insurance harder, especially when you’re under 

25. But there are more options available on the 

local insurance market than many may know 

— Go Cover Car Insurance, which has been 

around since 1998, provides cover for most 

types of drivers. Regardless of whether you’ve 

got driving convictions, a modified vehicle, or 

are under 25, Go Cover is happy to help — 

no drama. Go Cover offers various payment 

options, allowing you to pay monthly, weekly, 

or annually, and also offers coverage for 

specified drivers, key and lock cover, personal 

injury cover, breakdown service (optional), 

glass cover, fire and theft, towing, transport, 

and emergency costs. Give Go Cover a call on 

0800 No Drama (0800 663 726) to get a quote 

for the cover that best suits you and your car.

Battlemania returned to Bruce McLaren 

Motorsport Park, Taupo, over the weekend of 

February 14. The unique drifting concept — 

the brainchild of Ricky Lee — which sees only 

battles, attracted 28 of New Zealand’s top drivers 

alongside its first pairing of internationals, with 

Levi Clark from Australia piloting Ricky’s own 

20B RX-7 and Ireland’s Danielle Murphy jumping 

behind the wheel of Matt Sellars’ S14. 

Early on, it was an on-form Nico Reid who 

set the pace during the qualifying battle format. 

Drivers were then placed into one of three groups 

— Gold, Silver, and Bronze. 

Once the smoke cleared from the 150 battles, 

it was Drew Donovan in the Milwaukee S15 who 

took top honours ahead of Adam Davies and 

Nico Reid. Donovan was elated to finally take the 

top spot after two years of placing second. 

The Silver cup saw Michael Thorley take the 

podium over Vincent Hopkins and Christchurch’s 

Neil Walmsley. 

Neither international walked away empty 

handed, with Levi placing second in the Bronze 

cup, followed by Danielle in third. First in Bronze 

went to Jaron Olivecrona. 

Ricky tells us that plans for 2017 are already 

in place, so watch this space. 
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INSIDE LINE
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DARREN KELLY 
STAYS RB 

4&ROTARY IS 
TURNING 20, AND 
YOU’RE INVITED
The team at 4&Rotary is in a festive mood for its 20th 

birthday this year, so, to celebrate, it is throwing 

a huge birthday bash at Meremere Dragway on 

May 23, and you’re all invited. “We are having the 

event for anyone who’s ever supported 4&Rotary, if 

it be competing or spectating. This event is free to 

everyone, we just want to get together have some 

fun and say thanks for the support,” said organizer 

Azhar Bhamji. 

It’s all going down at Meremere Dragway, 

with flag-drop drag racing, drifting, and burnouts, 

alongside a huge hardpark and live bands. It’ll be 

free to enter or spectate; just rock on up on the day. 

Entrant numbers are limited, so it’ll be run on a first 

in, first served basis. The racing and drifting will run 

in alternating sessions through the day and into the 

night. We also hear rumours that there will be one 

hell of a birthday cake. 

Keep an eye on the 4&Rotary Facebook page 

or website closer to the date for more details. 

FIRST PRODUCTION  
AP4 RALLY CAR 

When we last checked in with current 

Demon Energy D1NZ champion Darren Kelly and 

his Nissan R35 GT-R build, the car was about to 

head to DKM Fabrication to have the fabrication 

work completed. That work has now taken place, 

but, more importantly, there is an engine sitting 

in the bay. 

There was a lot of speculation surrounding 

Darren’s engine of choice, but any wise person 

was always going to back an RB30 with RB26 

head as the preferred option. Full engine details 

are yet to be released, but what we can tell you is 

that the RB26 head has received extensive work at 

Engine Specs, including around five hours on each 

port. It has also been modified to take massive-lift 

Franklin cams. The team will run a factory intake 

plenum with the individual throttle bodies (ITBs), 

as Darren explained: “With the people we talk 

to, it seems [that] the factory intake has a much 

better flow over aftermarket [ones], especially with 

what we are trying to do with low-down power and 

consistent power through the power band.” 

The engine sitting in the car is actually for 

another DKM project, but the real deal is coming 

together at Engine Specs as you read this. 

Expected power output is over 500kW, although 

its capability will be much higher. But, as Darren 

explained, finding the balance between power 

and grip needs a lot of care put into it, and having 

a 700kW engine is all well and good, but you 

need to have the grip, driveline, and budget to 

support that. One of the keys to making big power 

reliably is oiling. This will be taken care of by a 

Ross Performance four-stage dry-sump system, 

which will also make it easier to get the steering 

rack in the perfect position.

We will check back in soon to run over the 

engine hardware and the mounting of the motor.

The first of the new-generation AP4 rally machines 

has rolled off the production line at Force 

Motorsport in Auckland, ready for the upcoming 

New Zealand Rally season. The new AP4 regulations 

have been a joint effort between New Zealand and 

Australian motorsport governing bodies to find 

parity within the two series and to allow teams to 

build and maintain cars using cost-effective locally 

produced control parts or imported, ready-to-run 

machines that will comply and be competitive at a 

very good price. Most of the parts are manufactured 

locally and have been made to such a standard that 

running costs should be reduced and turnaround 

for sourcing replacement parts cut. The AP4 

machines will run the same MCA uprights, billet 

hubs, and cross members, and can utilize a 

number of body shells from differing makes. 

Andrew Hawkeswood’s Force Motorsport 

workshop kicked off production in New Zealand, 

and the first of what will be many AP4 machines 

built has been completed and debuted at Leadfoot. 

The Mazda2 in question is Andrew’s own car, and, 

like all other AP2s, it runs the east–west-mounted 

four-cylinder turbo with a Sadev six-speed 

sequential rallycross gearbox, along with all the 

control suspension, a custom Force Motorsport 

widebody, AP Racing brakes, and a Woodward 

steering column.

Keep an eye out for a full feature on this 

machine in the next issue. 
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HRC NEWS
GET YOUR DAILY NEWS FIX ONLINE: themotorhood.com

With two commanding wins and a hard-fought 
third overall, Aucklander Ash Blewett is a step 
closer to winning his first Toyota Finance 86 
Championship.

During two recent days of racing in the 
penultimate round at Manfeild, Blewett held 
out championship challengers John Penny and 
Callum Quin to win the first race on Saturday.

“John had better speed than me in the 
faster parts of the track, but I was able to control 
the race and keep my lead while he and Callum 
fought it out,” Blewett said.

The second race featured a partial reverse 
grid decided by a marble draw, with the first-
race winner doing the honours. Blewett, to his 

disappointment, pulled an eight marble to start 
from row four.

That put Jacob Smith on pole, and the 
young Auckland rookie held onto the lead for 
the opening laps before Penny shot through to 
lead, Smith took second, and Blewett fought his 
way through from eighth to take the third podium 
spot.

The third and final race was all Blewett’s. He 
took the win after a race-long battle with Quin, 
and Smith took the third step of the podium 
after likewise duelling with Matt Hamilton and 
Australian Jaxon Evans. 

The final round of the championship will be 
held at Taupo over Easter.

$2500 UP FOR GRABS 
IN HONDA ENDURO
HRC Events — the promoter of the majority 
of the consolidated motorsport calendar 
this season — is to run a one-off 75-minute 
endurance race for caged and racing Hondas at 
Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park, Taupo, over the 
weekend of April 2 and 3.

Any caged and homologated Honda is eligible, 
and, in the interests of keeping the costs down and 
the racing action close, competitors will be limited 
to only one set of tyres for qualifying and the race. 
One pit stop is compulsory, and drivers can change 
during that pit stop to a co-driver or take a trip once 
around the car before buckling up and heading off 
again. MotorSport New Zealand rules regarding 
refuelling during a race must be followed.

For the first time in a long time in motorsport, 
some prize money is up for grabs, with the top three 
in each of the four classes — 1.6-, 1.8-, 2.0-litre, and 
2.4-litre and over — getting $250 for first, $150 for 
second, and $100 for third. There’ll be a further 
$250 for the overall winner and another $250 for 
the top female competitor. There will be a BBQ 
on the Saturday afternoon for all the competitors, 
and each competitor will get six free tickets to 
bring along crew, friends, or family. Maximum prize 
money will be payable for 37 entries or more, but 
HRC hopes to reach the Taupo grid maximum of 
42 for the race.

Further information is available from 
richard@hrcevents.co.nz, and all entries can be 
made at motorsportentry.com.

NORRIS  
WINS 
GRAND  
PRIX

BLEWETT CONTINUES 
TO DOMINATE TOYOTAS

Lando Norris confirmed his position as the 
Toyota Racing Series (TRS) champion by winning 
the New Zealand Grand Prix at Manfeild in early 
February. The 16-year-old English driver led from 
start to finish of the 35-lap race. “It’s the longest 
race I’ve ever done,” Norris said. “I didn’t have 
anything to lose.”

He had to fend off Artem Markelov, who 
had been third initially, but managed to overtake 
Pedro Piquet when the one restart of the race 
occurred. Piquet followed Markelov until the last 
lap, when he got back in front at the last corner in 
an effort to grab third place overall in the series. 
However, he was penalized 30 seconds for passing 
under a yellow flag, which gave Brendon Leitch of 

Invercargill enough of a buffer to maintain his third 
position.

Norris was almost bashfully nonchalant 
about his success, having wrapped up the title in 
the morning’s preliminary race, in which he came 
fourth. “I’m surprised I did as well as I did,” he said. 
“It’s been a great five weeks.”

Norris is returning to the northern hemisphere, 
where he will contest no fewer than three 
championships, two Formula Renault competitions 
in Europe and the British Racing Drivers’ Club 
Formula 4 title in Britain.

Christchurch’s James Munro was the top Kiwi 
for the round, finishing fourth in the Grand Prix, 
although his poor start to the series at the first two 

rounds in the South Island has left him in eighth 
overall.

After winning the morning’s preliminary 
race, Leitch had his worst race of the whole TRS, 
only finishing 10th in the Grand Prix after a poor 
qualifying performance on Saturday left him well 
back on the grid. But his consistency had its reward, 
as he became the only Kiwi to win a race this year.

Norris won six of the 15 races during the 
compact TRS to deservedly take the title and 
had another five podium places to back up his 
consistency.

 Final Series Points: 1, Lando Norris (UK), 924; 
2, Jehan Daruvala (India), 792; 3, Brendon Leitch 
(NZ), 757; 4, Ferdinand Habsburg (Austria), 727; 5, 
Pedro Piquet (Brazil), 712; 6, Guan Yu Zhou (China) 
687; 7, Artem Markelov (Russia), 630; 8, James Munro 
(NZ), 621; 9, Taylor Cockerton (NZ), 549.





NATION-
WIDE
This month we had our main man from 

Wellington, Daniel Kunz from Street Division, 

head along to the 2016 Wellington Hardpark to 

capture some of the raddest park-up images 

we’ve seen to date. The event was one of 

the largest of its kind, thanks to the beautiful 

weather and the spot-on Lower Hutt location. 

We compiled the biggest photo gallery on the 

internet to make sure your ride got some love, 

and you had a new cover photo. Check out 

the gallery online, and let us know if you made 

the cut. 

The Motorhood is the new online home for NZ Performance Car and its sister publications, NZV8 

and New Zealand Classic Car. It’s the hub for all things automotive, from news and reviews to event 

coverage and more. You can enjoy articles from the magazines at The Motorhood’s home page, 

themotorhood.com, or, if you want modified performance-import vehicles only, just head to our old 

website address — performancecar.co.nz — to be redirected straight to the NZ Performance Car side 

of the new site.

THE MOTORHOOD

WHAT’S ONLINE AT 
THEMOTORHOOD.COM 
THIS MONTH?

GET YOUR DAILY FIX ONLINE: themotorhood.com
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MOST 
POPULAR

STREET SIFTING

As soon as the gates closed on the 2016 

V 4&Rotary Nationals drag racing, we shot 

back to work to start preparing a whole heap

of coverage. We had you sorted with the best

engine bays at the show, best Hondas, a huge

night-cruising gallery, car spotlights, and more.

The most popular of the lot was our 

downtown invasion — with imports running 

in the streets once more, we went cruising

to capture some rad night shots of your 

cars cruising through downtown Auckland. 

Check out the articles online. 

It’s not often you stumble upon two slammed out, 

BN-kitted Mazdas at the same time, but chief 

editor Marcus Gibson did just that last month. 

Aaron Keach, who has owned two previous cover 

cars, decided to build a Mazda FC RX-7 that 

came up for an absolute steal, and Sam ‘Dot B’ 

wanted a low-slung roadster in which to get up to 

mischief. Both cars were completed just before 

the V 4&Rotary Nationals by GT Refinishers and 

are well worth a closer look online. 

GRASSROOTS — 
WEEKLY MOTOR FIX

A recent grassroots drift event held by 

Keisuke Nagashima ended with us in awe 

of the crazy-cool builds coming out of the 

woodwork and onto the tarmac. One car that 

really stood out was Keisuke’s own recently 

completed AE86 drifter. We decided to take 

a much closer look at the now–SR20DET-

powered 86 with C’s Garage fabrication and 

276kW (370hp) on tap. You definitely need to 

jump online to check it out.



W E  U N D E R S TA N D
0800 501 508
nac.co.nz

* Subject to the terms of your policy. NAC067  04/15

You’ve spent hours 
building and maintaining 

your ride, 
are you race ready? 

Our fire, theft and storage policy could 

help protect your pride and joy when 

you’re off the race track.* 

Call 0800 501 508 for a quote.
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CASTROL PCOTY 2016

Z Performance Car, are putting the power into your hands to 

decide which feature car stands above all others and most 

deserves to be crowned Castrol Edge Performance Car of the 

Year 2016. Each issue, we will select three feature cars to go 

head-to-head for that month’s spot. It’s up to you guys who’ll 

take it, so jump on to either themotorhood.com or our Facebook page each month 

to vote on your favourite one. Once we have the 12 finalists, these will be put to the 

vote once more, and you will get to decide who will be crowned 2016 Castrol Edge 

Performance Car of the Year. So, what are you waiting for? Get voting and let us know 

who should be crowned champion!

#TITANIUMSTRONG

STRENGTH FOR MAXIMUM PERFORMANCE

20 LUCKY VOTERS  
WILL EACH RECEIVE

• NZ PERFORMANCE CAR 
POSTER BOOK VOL. 5 AND 

CASTROL GEAR

12 NOMINEES  
WILL EACH RECEIVE

• NZ PERFORMANCE CAR 
YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION AND 

CASTROL GEAR

1 CASTROL EDGE PCOTY 
WINNER WILL RECEIVE

• THREE CASTROL EDGE 5L 
PACKS, CASTROL GEAR, AND 

$1500 PREZZY CARD
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PERFORMANCEPERFORMANCMANCEE
CAR OF THECAR OR OF TR OF THEHE
YEAR 2016YEAR 2016AR 201AR 2 161

WE ARE ON THE SEARCH FOR NEW ZEALAND’S BEST 
MPORT. THE POWER IS IN YOUR HANDS. VOTE NOW

WE ARE ON THE SEARCH FOR NEW ZEALAND’S BEST 
IMPORT. THE POWER IS IN YOUR HANDS. VOTE NOW

WE ARE ON THE HUNT FOR NEW ZEALAND’S BEST 
IMPORT. THE POWER IS IN YOUR HANDS. VOTE NOW



As one half of this month’s cover duo, Blake’s Spec R S15 

is no shrinking violet. It was coated in Mipa Very Important 

Paints Venus by his own hands, and the only thing that 

might overshadow the paintwork is the ride height. 

Thanks to a combination of 326Power and GK Tech 

suspension components, the S15 runs so low you that 

would be forgiven for thinking it was on air suspension. 

Under the bonnet, you will find an SR20, equipped 

with a Tomei turbo kit and drinking E30 fuel.

The BMW E46 is a very popular engine-swap chassis here in 

New Zealand, but few pull it off with the fit and finish Jesse has 

achieved with his 2JZ-powered sedan. From the colour-coded 

half cage and wheels through to the black-on-black engine 

bay, this is a street car with class that could also kick your arse 

thanks to the 2JZ-GTE lurking under the bonnet. Seven years of 

ownership have seen this machine constantly evolve and led to 

the tyre-fryer before you. 

The other half of this month’s cover article is Jared’s 180SX. 

Running identical paint to Blake’s S15, the 180SX also shares 

matching chrome-wrapped Big Country Lab wings and large-

offset 18-inch Work Meisters. Where the 180 differs from its 

twin is under the bonnet, thanks to a Toyota 1JZ-GTE heart. 

Running a Garrett GT3540 turbo, Link ECU, and E30 ethanol, 

the 1JZ makes 321kW at the wheels, slightly more than its S15 

counterpart.

THIS MONTH’S NOMINEES
BLAKE 
HARPUR’S 
NISSAN 
SILVIA SPEC R 
(S15)

JESSE REMKES’ 
2JZ-GTE E46 
BMW

JARED CROFT’S 
NISSAN 180SX 
(RPS13)
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BRO
TANDEMOF

1999 NISSAN SILVIA SPEC R (S15) 

BLAKE HARPUR AND JARED CROFT HAVE BUILT TWO OF 
THE RADDEST NISSANS THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER SEEN, 
AND THEY STOLE THE SHOW AT THE 2016 V 4&ROTARY 

NATIONALS — WITH A FEW POPPED TYRES TO BOOT! 

BLAKE HARPUR AND JARED CROFT HAVE BUILT TWO OF 
THE RADDEST NISSANS THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER SEEN, 
AND THEY STOLE THE SHOW AT THE 2016 V 4&ROTARY 

NATIONALS — WITH A FEW POPPED TYRES TO BOOT! 

BLAKE HARPUR AND JARED CROFT HAVE BUILT TWO OF 
THE RADDEST NISSANS THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER SEEN, 
AND THEY STOLE THE SHOW AT THE 2016 V 4&ROTARY 

NATIONALS — WITH A FEW POPPED TYRES TO BOOT! 



UNCAN ROURKE

1996 NISSAN 180SX (RPS13)



22  themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

f we listed the mods sported by this pair of 
Nissans without you seeing the cars, you’d 
think we’d wound the clock back 10 years 
to the height of the New Zealand show 
scene. But, just like moustaches, denim 
on denim, and Docs, colour-change paint 
and chrome wheels are back and looking 
radder than ever. And that’s thanks in 

part to Jared Croft’s Nissan 180SX and Blake Harpur’s Nissan 
Silvia S15, a pair of near-identical Christchurch-based Nissans 
that have been stealing the show, no matter where they go. 

So, how do a couple of Nissan enthusiasts from Christchurch 
decide to build near-on identical projects, and how do they 
become close enough to think like this in the first place? Well, it 
all dates back to 2012. Although Jared and Blake were buddies at 
the time, they weren’t as close as they were about to become. For 
those who aren’t familiar with Christchurch locals’ hangout spots 
pre-earthquake, Trailers — a car park — used to be the place 

to go for skids, hanging out, and admiring 
others’ rides. It was at this location that the 
future for Jared and Blake was sealed, as 
Blake explained: “I had my genuine Type X 
180SX parked up at Trailers, as I wanted to 
show it off, so I parked it right in the middle 
of everyone. Jared told me that I should go 
show off and do some skids, but I decided 
not to. Instead, I just watched everyone else.” 
Blake continued, “Next minute, I hear my car 
revving, and I turn around and Jared is in the 
driver’s seat. I told him it sounded good, but 
as I did, he dropped the clutch and took off 
down the street, snaking from side to side. 
He went a bit too hard and went up the kerb, 
which was luckily enough a driveway, but 

then he pulled off and drifted off down the street away from us, 
out of sight. I then received a phone call — it was Jared.” Jared 
had phoned to tell Blake he’d hit the kerb again, smashing the 
right rear of the vehicle — it was a near write-off. 

Jared, laughing and dodging hard stares from Blake, told 
us, “I turned up the next day at Blake’s house, with $10K and a 
box of beers to say sorry. Fair to say, I was the new owner of the 
Type X.” From this point on, the pair were inseparable, and they 
share the same interest in all things drift and automotive. 

The amount of detail underneath these Nissans is crazy. The subframes, diffs, and arms have all been painted in 
either Hotter than Pink paint or a colour taken from the 326Power suspension componentry. GK Tech and 326Power 

gear was used wherever possible to get the cars driving as well as possible at a low height 

PERFORMANCE
POWER: 273kW (366hp) 

PERFORMANCE
POWER: 321kW (430hp) at the wheels on 

20psi with E30 fuel

1999 NISSAN SILVIA SPEC R (S15) / 1996 NISSAN 180SX (RPS13)



You’re probably thinking the 180SX you see on these pages 

is that same car, but Jared told us that car is sitting at home in 

the shed. Instead, another 180SX was purchased, around the 

same time that Blake bought an S15. The initial goal was to build 

a pair of similar cars to learn how to drift in; however, as Blake has 

an undeniable attention to detail and Jared has a clear vision for 

crazy projects, the duo got carried away. “Our plan from the get-

go had been to produce two Tandem of Die–style cars, with super-

wide wheels, low ride height, and cool colours,” Jared explained. 

With the cars purchased, the two sourced their bodykits and the 

required parts to complete the builds, with Jared even selling Blake 

his spare set of Work Equips so that the pair would be matching. 

Blake’s SR20DET set-up is one that we think has been well thought out. It’s a smaller-framed 
turbo, yet, tuned with E30 fuel, it puts out big numbers on the dyno. The Tomei 8270 unit helps the 
little SR pump out 273kW at the rear wheels, with even more potential available with E85 fuel

1999 NISSAN  
SILVIA SPEC R (S15) 
HEART

MODEL: SR20DET 2000cc four- 

cylinder

BLOCK: Factory

HEAD: Cosworth head gasket

INTAKE: Z32 airflow meter, 

Spec Performance intercooler piping 

and intake piping, K&N air filter, GReddy 

intercooler

TURBO: Tomei M8270; Tomei braided oil 

and water lines

WASTEGATE: Internal Tomei

BOV: TiAL 50mm

FUEL: Bosch fuel pump, Tomei fuel-

pressure regulator 

IGNITION: Factory

EXHAUST: Tomei system; Tomei 

stainless-steel downpipe, MB Fabworks 

twin three-inch exhaust tips

COOLING: Fenix alloy radiator, twin 

12-inch electric fans

ECU: Nismo chip tuned by 

Spec Performance

OTHER: e-Boost2 boost controller, 

Jap Race oil catch-can with braided 

lines, tucked and de-loomed engine bay, 

MB Fabworks smoothed rocker cover, 

Cany Custom coil cover

INTERIOR
SEATS: Sparco Evo

STEERING WHEEL: 

Magenta Grip Royal, NRG 2.0 

quick-release

INSTRUMENTATION: Defi 

oil-temp, exhaust-temp, fuel-

pressure, and boost gauges

OTHER: Cusco bolt-in half cage, 

JVC head unit, 400W JVC 

6x9-inch rear speakers, 180W 

six-inch front speakers



24  themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

Cool paint was one thing, but Blake and Jared knew that, to 

make an impact, they’d need something unique, or in this case, 

a colour that hadn’t been sold since the height of the Auto Salon 

days. They finally landed on Mipa Very Important Paints (VIP) 

Venus, purchased from RJ’s Panel Supplies. As it was the last tin on 

the shelf, the two got an extremely good deal on the old paint, so it 

was time for Blake’s workmates Ron and Bennie from Ron’s Panel 

and Paint to set to work on the tiresome job of smoothing and 

filling both shells, fitting the guards, and installing the bodykits 

ready for Blake to work his magic with the paint gun. It was now 

six weeks until the 2014 V 4&Rotary South Island Champs, and the 

biggest hurdles were yet to be tackled.

“It was one thing we couldn’t agree on,” Jared told us, after we 

asked why the engines weren’t matching. “I wanted a 1JZ, and Blake 

wanted an SR20. We were both pretty stubborn on this.” Around 

the start of the build, Jared had sourced a 1JZ engine complete 

with R154 gearbox, and Blake got hold of an SR20DET backed by 

a six-speed gearbox. Both engines received big single turbos, with 

Jared’s getting a Garrett GT3540 and Blake’s a Turbonetics unit. 

Both cars now produced good power, the paintwork was complete, 

and the ginormous Work Equips were fitted — it was at this time 

that the Silvias debuted at the South Island Champs. Ever since 

then, we’ve been waiting patiently to feature them both; however, 

as we all know, life throws you curve balls, opportunities arise, and 

projects get thrown on the back-burner — or partly parted out — as 

was the case with Blake’s S15. As Jared said, “As you can imagine, 

I was pretty dark when Blake sold his Work Equips. They’re very 

hard to source, and now our cars weren’t the same any more.” 

But Blake had his reasons. He explained, “I had the 

opportunity to purchase my second home, but I was short on 

Jared went down 
a different 

route with his 
engine set-up, 

making the 
decision early 

on to purchase 
a 1JZ-GTE. This 
proved to be a 

good idea, as the 
engine is near-

on bulletproof 
yet yields big 

power with 
simple bolt-ons. 
The JZ now puts 

out 321kW at the 
rear wheels on 

20psi of boost 
with E30 fuel

1996 NISSAN 
180SX (RPS13)
HEART

MODEL: 1JZ-GTE 2500cc 

six-cylinder

BLOCK: Factory

HEAD: Factory

INTAKE: Four-inch K&N 

air filter, four-inch intake, 

2.5-inch and three-inch 

intercooler piping, R32 

GT-R intercooler

TURBO: Garrett GT3540 

(.63 turbine housing), 

stainless-steel top-mount 

manifold

WASTEGATE: 44mm 

TiAL 

BOV: Turbosmart

FUEL: Walbro fuel pump, 

Sard 850cc injectors, 

custom relocated fuel 

lines, Sard fuel-pressure 

regulator

IGNITION: NGK iridium 

spark plugs, rewired coil 

loom, MicroTech ignitor

EXHAUST: 3.5-inch 

straight-through mild-

steel exhaust system, 

3.5-inch blast pipes, heat-

wrapped downpipe

COOLING: Mishimoto 

alloy radiator, twin 

12-inch Mishimoto fans 

ECU: Link G4 Storm, 

full engine rewire by 

Spec Performance

OTHER: In-cabin boost 

controller, Aeroflow 

radiator catch-can, 

custom-texture black 

rocker covers, Weld 

texture coil cover

The Big Country Labs wings have been chrome wrapped, as coating them in chrome was going 
to be too expensive. To match, the windows have been done in a mirror-tint finish

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Cany Customs painted Mipa VIP Venus

ENHANCEMENTS: D-MAX fibreglass bonnet, 50mm Workshop 

rear over-fenders, tubbed rear guards, 30mm fibreglass front 

guards, Vertex bodykit, chrome-wrapped Big Country Labs rear 

wing, smoked LED tail lights

OTHER: Chrome mirror tints

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Cany Customs painted 

Mipa VIP Venus

ENHANCEMENTS: Custom 

35mm fibreglass and metal front 

guards, 50mm fibreglass rear 

over-fenders, URAS bodykit, 

panel beating by Ron and Bennie 

from Ron’s Panel and Paint

OTHER: Mirror tints, Raybrig 

headlights, chrome-wrapped 

Big Country Labs rear wing

1999 NISSAN SILVIA SPEC R (S15) / 1996 NISSAN 180SX (RPS13)



DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Factory six-speed

CLUTCH: Exedy five-puck 

FLYWHEEL: Lightened

DIFF: Detailed and painted R200 two-way 

limited-slip, GK Tech solid diff mounts 

SUPPORT
STRUTS: 326Power coilovers: (F) 30kg, (R) 

20kg

BRAKES: GK Tech braided stainless-steel brake 

lines, GKTech hydraulic handbrake, GK Tech ABS 

delete; (F) R32 GT-R calipers, DBA slotted rotors, 

(R) R32 GT-R twin-pot calipers

OTHER: GK Tech caster and toe arms, 

Parts Shop Max solid subframe mounts, 

Parts Shop Max drop knuckles, Parts Shop Max 

camber arms, detailed and painted subframe, 

detailed undercarriage, Cusco strut brace

SHOES
WHEELS: (F) 18x9-inch (-9) Work Equip, 

(R) 18x10.5-inch (-20) Work Equip

TYRES: (F) 215/35R18 Nankang NS-20, 

(R) 225/35R18 Nankang NS-20

SHOES
WHEELS: (F) 18x10-inch 

(+18) Work Equip, (R) 18x11-

inch (-32) Work Equip

TYRES: (F) 225/35R18 

Falken FK453, (R) 

245/35R18 Falken FK453

The level of detail in the panel work and paint finish has to be seen to be believed. Ron and 

Bennie from Ron’s Panel and Paint put some serious time into the two bodies before Blake was 

able to spray the finishing coat of MIPA VIP Venus paint 

cash, so I sold my engine package and my wheels to make up 

the money.” The non-matching status didn’t last too long, though, 

as, once Blake was settled in his new place, another opportunity 

arose to show the pair of cars at the 2016 V 4&Rotary Nationals, 

thanks to a friend — Falgoon Patel. “Falgoon phoned us up and 

told us we need to be on his stand at Nationals — it was all on once 

again,” Jared said. This time around, the duo had three months to 

prep the cars for the transporter that would carry them north. But, 

Blake was still engine-less, and the Work Equips were long gone — 

or so he initially thought. “I did some research, and found out who 

owned the wheels I had sold, and I managed to buy them back. 

INTERIOR
SEATS: R33 GT-R 

STEERING WHEEL: 

Magenta Grip Royal, NRG 

2.0 quick-release 

INSTRUMENTATION:  Defi 

blue face limited edition 

guages

OTHER: Bolt-in roll cage, 

Alpine USB head unit, six-

inch front speakers
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Jared was stoked.” Blake said, continuing, “I ended up buying 

another SR20DET engine, but, this time, I didn’t want a laggy 

set-up. I decided to go with a Tomei turbo, which would get me 

good power but remain responsive.” Power it certainly had, with 

273kW (366hp) at the wheels, and the S15 was a low-slung Work-

equipped machine once again. Meanwhile, Jared knew that the 

180SX would need a tune, and, with a new Link ECU-controlled 

boost controller, boost came on much sooner, and power rose to 

321kW (430hp) at the wheels with E30 fuel — more than enough 

to haze up the rears when required. 

After researching overseas suspension combos from the 

world’s best-known static cars, Jared was itching to get his 

hands on some 326Power suspension with custom spring rates. 

Two sets of 326Power coilovers were ordered, with custom 30kg 

front springs and 20kg rears — that’s stiff, no doubt, but essential 

with cars this low: squat and roll are two things you can’t afford to 

have. On their highest setting, both chassis are barely 100mm off 

the ground, with another 150mm or more adjustment left. Jared 

is certain these kits are designed to have the chassis dragging. 

There’s no denying that these two Nissans were standouts 

at the 2016 V 4&Rotary Nationals. From show time to go-time, 

the pair took part in everything possible, proving that cars 

this low, with wheels as wide, can and do get driven — hard. 

From drag racing to popping tyres in the burnout competition, 

the pair weren’t afraid to damage barrels, engines, or paint 

jobs. “Everything can be fixed,” they both told us on numerous 

occasions, usually followed by, “We’re here to have fun, play with 

cars, and meet people.” And that’s a solid mentality to have. 

This is the last you’ll see of these Nissans in this guise, as 

their owners are already scheming the next phase — we’re told 

it’ll be bigger and better — or, in their case, lower and wider — so 

let’s see if these committed southerners have what it takes to 

blow us all away again. 

PS. We hear you won’t be waiting long — watch this space. 

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Blake Harpur

AGE: 29

OCCUPATION: Painter at Ron’s Panel and Paint

LOCATION: Christchurch

BUILD TIME: Six months

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: 1.5 years 

THANKS: Big thanks to my workplace and my boss, 

Martin, for all the support and the help; thanks to 

the rest of the boys at GT-R Performance and Ron’s 

Panel and Paint; my partner, Sally, for the late nights 

helping me and putting up with me; my parents for 

the vision and passion for cars at such a young age 

and letting me live my dreams; Kerry and Snow at 

Budget Tyres for the help; Ryan at Luxury Sports; 

Jared for the help and vision throughout the builds; 

MB Fabworks for the custom work; John and Ryan 

at Spec Performance; all my friends who have 

helped over the years; huge thanks to Falgoon Patel 

and the crew at Speedmagnet for all the support 

and getting me to Nationals 2016

DRIVER 
PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: 

Jared Croft

AGE: 27

OCCUPATION: Hustler 

by night, sales rep by day

LOCATION: Christchurch 

BUILD TIME: 14 months

LENGTH OF 

OWNERSHIP: 

15 months

THANKS: Haylie for 

being by my side and 

putting up with the late 

nights; Blake for the 

countless hours we 

spent at work bouncing 

ideas off each other and 

then putting them into 

action; Bennie and Ron 

for the panel work; Jon, 

Burger, and the boys 

at Spec Performance 

for always going out of 

their way for us; Jonny 

at The Sign Lab; Marcus 

from Tint-a-Car; Marty 

for being the best boss 

and understanding 

where and what our 

plans were; Jeremy from 

Hi-Tech Auto Electrical; 

Dean from Elite Wheels; 

and last up my father for 

giving me the car genes 

— it’s an addiction. RIP 

Paul Walker

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Toyota R154 (JZX110) five-speed 

CLUTCH: Quartermaster 1406kg (3100lb) clutch

FLYWHEEL: Quartermaster flywheel

DIFF: R32 GT-R, GK Tech hard-mount diff bushes

OTHER: Rebuilt axles, custom one-piece driveshaft, GK Tech hard-mount subframe bushes

SUPPORT
STRUTS: 326Power coilovers:  

(F) 30kg, (R) 20kg

BRAKES: (F) Four-pot R32 GT-R calipers, 

DBA Gold cross-drilled and slotted rotors; 

(R) twin-pot calipers, DBA Gold cross-

drilled and slotted rotors

OTHER: Voodoo13 caster, toe, camber, 

and traction arms, powder-coated R32 

GT-R rear sway bar

1999 NISSAN SILVIA SPEC R (S15) / 1996 NISSAN 180SX (RPS13)



WAGS very own DK1 
straight-cut dog 
engagement Nissan
gearsets

NOW IN STOCK

Warrant of Fitness testing

Servicing and lubes

Tune-ups

Performance modifications 
and upgrades

04 569 7827 
Cnr Wakefield and Victoria St, Alicetown, Lower Hutt

WELLINGTON AUTOMOTIVE  
GEARBOX SPECIALISTS

Brakes and exhausts

Clutches 

Suspension and steering

Gearbox and differential 
specialists 

 Industry professionals of manual gearbox, diff, and transfer rebuilds

Wellington’s trusted gearbox  
and performance shop

Our staff  have competitive 

hands-on motorsport 

experience and comprehensive 

knowledge of modifying and 
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WWW.GOTBOX.CO.NZ
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WORDS: MARCUS GIBSON PHOTOS: ADAM CROY1999 BMW 318I (E46)

JESSE’S E46 HAS BEEN THROUGH A FEW RENDITIONS   
OVER THE YEARS. NOW, HAVING HAD A JDM ENGINE   
SWAP, IT’S READY TO TURN RUBBER TO DUST   
AT THE MASH OF A PEDAL  



urn the back the clock six or 

seven years, and most of the 

young guys modifying Euros 

here in New Zealand were 

doing so by dropping them 

on big chrome wheels and 

calling it a day. Engine work 

was not that popular, as most 

of these cars simply served 

as Saturday-night cruisers. But, as the years ticked 

on, the scene has evolved, and those same guys 

have begun the quest for speed. Gone are the 

chrome wheels, and in their place are roll cages 

and power. 

One of the most popular models to ‘hot rod’ 

has been the E46 BMW, thanks to the fact that it not 

only looks good but also that you can pick one up 

relatively cheaply, and the rather large engine bay 

lends itself to all manner of conversions — from LS 

V8s through to a 13B rotaries. 

Jesse Remkes is one of those guys who got the 

Euro bug. His 318i E46 sedan has been on a journey 

of evolution over the past seven years of ownership, 

ending up as a refined streeter with the heart of a lion. 
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INTERIOR
SEATS: Replica Bride seats, NZKW rails 

STEERING WHEEL: NZKW; NRG quick-

release hub 

INSTRUMENTATION: Prosport oil-temp, 

oil-pressure, boost, and volt gauges

ICE: JVC DVD head unit, Soundstream 

speakers

EXTRA: Bolt-in half cage

The engine bay 
is certainly one 
of the standout 
features of the 
build: all the little 
alloy custom pieces 
coated in satin black 
play down the fact 
that it’s no longer the 
residence of a German-
built six-cylinder. 
Jesse admits that all 
the components are 
black courtesy of 
some of Repco’s finest 
matte B, but, once that 
starts to wear off, 
powder-coating will be 
on the cards

1999 BMW 318I (E46)



POWER
Still to hit the dyno 

This is actually Jesse’s second E46, as the self-

confessed hoon managed to write-off his first. After 

that, there was unfinished business, and he knew 

that he had to build another, so he picked up a bone-

stock 320i sedan in black. Like many Euros of the 

time, it was soon slammed on big shiny wheels and 

even had the full sound system, complete with head 

rest–mounted TVs. Yip, it was a certified Euro cruiser 

through and through. The only real problem was that 

it was never really able to roll five deep, as any more 

than one passenger resulted in severe guard rub, 

as Jesse explained: “It’s pretty much rubbed since 

the day I bought it, so the back seat has never been 

used. It even had TVs that no one could look at. My 

dad was also at me to put a cage in it, so I priced one 

up and got it done.”

This set the tone for the interior, a tightrope 

walk between race and street. The seats and cage 

might be saying ‘race’, but the suede trim and lack 

of harnesses remind you of its true purpose. Don’t 

for a second think that the race parts are for show, 

though, as there are more than a few ponies hiding 

under that hood. 

Like the rest of the build, it’s been a steady 

progression that first began with 5psi of forced 

induction thanks to a Toyota SC14 supercharger and 

a piggyback ECU. Although that combination only 

netted small power gains, it did provide a great torque 

increase for the factory four-cylinder. However, over 

time, the added boost began to do things to the 

engine that alerted Jesse to an imminent explosion. 

Not one to mess around, he began researching 

new power-plant options, and he stumbled on some 

2JZ engine and gearbox conversion mounts on eBay. 

An engine was found in Christchurch and shipped 

north to the Bay of Islands with the help of friends, 

ATJ Drift, who were in Christchurch at the time. The 

engine-mount kit also arrived, and, although it was 

rough and not really what he expected, after a little 

reworking, the 2JZ and R154 gearbox were soon in, 

and he was on to the next stage of making all the 

bolt-ons fit. 

Now, if he’d been dealing with most JDM 2JZ 

host engine bays, Sinco Customs would have had 

a jig, but the company didn’t have one for a BMW. 

However, armed only with a bunch of the photos 

Jesse provided, Sinco put together a manifold to 

house the Garrett GT35. The 2JZ received a pile of 

custom components from DKM, including the intake 

manifold. Convert Motorsports then took charge 

and wired in the Link G4 Black Edition, along with 

a complete new loom, and also supplied one of its 

bellhousings to finish the manual conversion. With 

the goal set at 400kW at the wheels, six 1000cc 

Bosch injectors were installed, along with a Bosch 

044 pump. 

By the time you read this, the car might have 

made it back onto the dyno for a power run or 

two. Jesse was clear that if the GT35 — which is 

kind of an unknown — doesn’t perform, a larger 

item will soon replace it in order to reach that 

power goal. 

HEART
ENGINE: Toyota 2JZ-GTE 3000cc 

six-cylinder 

BLOCK: Factory 

HEAD: Factory 

INTAKE: Four-inch intake pipe, Aeroflow 

pod filter, custom intercooler piping, 

custom plenum, 90mm throttle body, 

600x300 intercooler

EXHAUST: Heat-wrapped three-inch steel 

system, three-inch Flowmaster muffler

TURBO: Garrett GT35, Sinco manifold 

WASTEGATE: 44mm MVR

BOV: 50mm Race Port

FUEL: Bosch 044 fuel pump, Turbosmart 

fuel regulator, six 1000cc Bosch injectors

IGNITION: Microtech X6

ECU: Link G4 Xtreme Black Edition and 

factory E46 

COOLING: Fenix radiator, Fenix oil cooler, 

electric fan

EXTRA: Three-bar MAP sensor, Link 

boost-control solenoid, semi de-loomed, 

custom oil catch-can, remote oil-filter set-

up, Turbosmart clamps, braided lines 

SUPPORT
STRUTS: BC Gold BR Series; (F) 12kg 

spring, (R) 14kg spring 

BRAKES: (F and R) E46 330i calipers 

and rotors, TSW pads 

EXTRA: Hardrace bushes, custom 

camber arms, 330i E46 sway bars 

 

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Resprayed in factory black 

ENHANCEMENTS: E46 M3–style 

front bumper, E46 M sport rear 

bumper, pumped guards, tinted 

windows, aftermarket indicators, 

angel-eye headlights 

Next on Jesse’s to-do list is building up a set of three-piece wheels
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Working alongside the Link 
G4 Black Edition ECU, the 
factory ECU does its part 
by controlling all the non-
engine-related components, 
thus keeping the dash from 
lighting up like a Christmas 
tree every time the key is 
flicked on

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Toyota R154 five-speed, Niteparts 

push-converter bellhousing kit

CLUTCH: Exedy five-puck

FLYWHEEL: Niteparts lightweight 

DIFF: E46 330i medium-case diff and axles

Making that sort of power means that the 

driveline will be under some pressure; knowing this, 

Jesse has gone and raided Hell BM for as many 

E46 330i parts as possible, including the bigger 

diff and axles, plus the sway bars and brakes. It’s a 

combination that has the sedan handling right, and 

Jesse should have no issues putting all that expected 

power to the ground. 

It’s been a long two-and-a-half years in the build, 

with a few roadblocks for the team to work through, 

but Jesse stuck it out, and we’re sure you will agree 

that the end result is well worth it. This is a true street 

car, versatile enough to hit a local track day or head 

to the beach on a Sunday arvo, and it will look good 

doing either. 

With the build now all but finished, it’s on to 

getting it certed and finding out what a 400kW E46 

handles like through some of Jesse’s favourite 

Northland roads.

1999 BMW 318I (E46)

SHOES
WHEELS: (F) 19x9.5-inch Varrstoen ES2, (R) 19x10.5 Varrstoen ES2 

TYRES: (F) 225/35R19 Toyo DRB, (R) 245/35R19 Toyo DRB

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Jesse Remkes

AGE: 25

LOCATION: Kerikeri

OCCUPATION: Plasterer

BUILD TIME: 2.5 years

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: Seven years

THANKS: My partner shontelle for her support 

on the build, DKM Fabrication, Tony from 

Orewa Panelbeaters, a big thanks to Brendan 

and JP from Convert Motorsports, Hell BM; 

the bros Aron, Haratua, and George for the 

helping hand 
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other ride — a 

single-turbo nitrous-

fuelled LS-powered 

FC RX-7. This car is 

we will need to take a 

look at what is one wild-

looking animal

Ben Phillips 
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the KM4SH kit and 18-

inch Meisters. This is a 

new sister car to his near-
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WORDS: RENÉ VERMEER PHOTOS: DAYNA JURY1990 NISSAN PULSAR GTI-R (N14)



BASE 
CAMP

GTI-R PULSARS DON’T 

GET MUCH MORE 

MODIFIED THAN THIS, 

AND THAT MAKES 

SENSE WHEN YOU 

DISCOVER IT’S BEEN 

A 16-YEAR-LONG 

DEVELOPMENT 

GTI-R PULSARS DON’T 

GET MUCH MORE 

MODIFIED THAN THIS, 

AND THAT MAKES 

SENSE WHEN YOU 

DISCOVER IT’S BEEN 

A 16-YEAR-LONG 

DEVELOPMENT 

GTI-R PULSARS DON’T 

GET MUCH MORE 

MODIFIED THAN THIS, 

AND THAT MAKES 

SENSE WHEN YOU 

DISCOVER IT’S BEEN 

A 16-YEAR-LONG 

DEVELOPMENT 
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hen you’re an 18-year-old motorcycle 

technician looking for a suitable vehicle, as 

Rowan Price was back in 2000, you probably 

want something that peels the skin off your 

skull when you press the throttle down. A 

natural feeling for a fast bike enthusiast, but, 

16 years ago, cars with that sort of power 

and traction weren’t cheap. However, when 

a 1990 Nissan Pulsar GTI-R came up for sale, Rowan knew he 

had to have it. 

The GTI-R, complete with the factory SR20DET engine, 

served its purpose well for three years as a road-driven vehicle. 

But the bug bit, and Rowan became a regular attendee at 

Meremere Dragway and Masterton Motorplex, cutting lap after lap 

down 400-metre drag strips. However, as a resident of the Taranaki 

region, he soon found drag racing tedious — or, more accurately, 

the drive to and from venues had begun to lose its appeal. 

It was then that Rowan put his hand up to join the local 

Taranaki Car Club. He was amped, young, and enthusiastic … but 

it was all over just as quickly as it had begun. The GTI-R proved 

extremely quick, but it may have been a little too fast, as Rowan 

left the road, totalling the front end of what was, at the time, his 

road-going Pulsar. That was a huge lesson: the drag strip required 

a certain skill set that Rowan had mastered, but hill-climbing and 

street sprints were a completely different beast, and one that had 

already chewed him up and spat him out. 

With the damaged GTI-R home in the shed, it was clear that 

the front end, firewall forward, needed completely replacing. After 

taking his car off the road, Rowan decided to have a roll cage 

fabricated to keep him safe, but, more importantly, he also opted 

to push the GTI-R to the side and purchase a front-wheel-drive 

club car in which to learn the ropes. 

A few seasons of contesting local street circuits and hill 

climbs in a front-wheel-drive Pulsar saw his skills as a driver 

1990 NISSAN PULSAR GTI-R (N14)

SUPPORT
STRUTS: BC BR Series coilovers, 

custom spring rates

BRAKES: Booster removed, Wilwood 

bias valve; (F) 330mm rotors, Skyline 

GT-R four-pot calipers; (R) 300mm 

rotors, Skyline GT-R four-pot calipers; 

hydraulic handbrake

OTHER: Whiteline sway bars, 

Whiteline bushes throughout, modified 

strut mounts for increased castor, 

front strut brace



increase, and it was finally time to pull the GTI-R out of the shed 

and start getting to grips with the extra power and traction. 

These two traits are all well and good, but in a platform 

like the GTI-R, with its temperamental head and glasshouse 

gearboxes, he again faced a serious learning curve — one that 

Rowan stuck with through thick and thin. “The factory head was 

giving me huge issues. If I over-revved the engine or missed a 

gear, it would throw a rocker or bend a valve. I got fairly sick of 

this by around 2008 and made the switch to a VE head from 

a P11 Primera,” Rowan told us. That’s a common conversion 

nowadays, but, back in ’08, he was something of a pioneer for 

doing this swap, which significantly improved both reliability and 

power. 

Rowan ran several engine combinations over the years, 

before finally settling on the set-up he has now. With Darton 

sleeves, forged pistons, a lightweight crank, and a VE head, it’s 

a serious piece of kit. However, the biggest change was the move 

to ethanol fuel. Not only has it given the SR20 more torque and 

power, but it has also considerably dropped engine temps. During 

a four-kilometre sprint on petrol, the SR20’s temperature would 

continue to rise, and, by the finish line, the water temperature 

would be around 110 degrees. With E85, water temps now do the 

opposite, actually dropping to around 80–85 degrees by the end 

of the sprint.

Simply purchasing off-the-shelf componentry for the N14 

GTI-R platform isn’t an option for Rowan, so virtually everything 

had to be custom-made by himself or other talented Kiwi folk. 

With the SR20VET producing over 300kW — 380kW at its 

highest boost setting — another area of major concern was the 

gearbox. Third gear was rendered useless on many occasions, 

even after a custom gear set had been made. Plan B saw a custom 

CNC billet aluminium transfer-box brace installed to prevent the 

self-destruction this one’s known for, as Rowan explained: “The 

gearbox brace saved me numerous times. One day, while under 

the Pulsar, I noticed a gearbox leak coming from a crack in the 

case. Although the gearbox did crack, the brace prevented it from 

completely exploding, like they tend to do.”

HEART
MODEL: SR20DET, 2000cc, 

four-cylinder

BLOCK: Darton sleeves, 87mm 

CP forged pistons, Eagle rods, 

4CW lightweight crankshaft, 

ACL race bearings, ARP head 

studs and main studs

HEAD: SR20VE, adjustable cam 

gears, ported, upgraded double 

valve springs, Cosworth multi-

layer-steel head gasket, head 

modified for larger head studs

INTAKE: K&N four-inch air 

filter, three-inch intake piping, 

Xcessive intake manifold, Q45 

throttle body, 600x300x100mm 

front-mount intercooler

TURBO: Garrett GT3576R

WASTEGATE: Turbosmart 

50mm Progate

BOV: TiAL 50mm 

FUEL: 20-litre JAZ fuel cell, 

twin 100-micron pre filters, twin 

Bosch 044 fuel pumps, -10 fuel 

lines, four Injector Dynamics 

ID2000s, custom fuel rail, SX 

fuel-pressure regulator

IGNITION: Four AEM high-

output smart coils, custom 

leads, NGK race plugs

EXHAUST: Three-inch side-exit 

exhaust system, V-band clamps, 

straight-through muffler 

COOLING: Custom 50mm alloy 

radiator, silicone radiator hoses, 

twin 12-inch electric fans, 

custom alloy overflow tank

ECU: Link G4 Storm

OTHER: Custom heat- and 

abrasion-proof loom, dry 

sump system, oversized 

Weaver Brothers three-stage 

dry-sump pump, modified 

Go Fast Bits crank pulley, alloy 

water-pump pulley, Peterson 

external oil-pressure adjuster 

SHOES
WHEELS: 17x9.5-inch Advanti Tenjin

TYRES: 235/40R17 Toyo RA888, 

235/40R17 Kumho V70A

PERFORMANCE
POWER: 380kW (510hp) at the wheels 

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Custom green

ENHANCEMENTS: Adjustable carbon-fibre 

GT wing, fibreglass front bumper with splitter

OTHER: Tinted windows, tinted tail lights

Trainspotters will notice that this 
certainly isn’t a DE head any more. In the 

DE’s place is a factory P11 VE head with 
adjustable cam gears and a port and 

polish. Custom reground cams are also 
on the cards, which should see power 

climb to over 400kW at the wheels

INTERIOR
SEATS: Racetech 4000W, Silvester three-

inch three-point harnesses

STEERING WHEEL: Sportline flat-bottom 

INSTRUMENTATION: Auto Meter shift light, 

Vapor digital dash, Innovate LM-2 wideband 

air/fuel ratio meter

OTHER: Eight-point roll cage



So, how fast is the lightweight hatchback with 380kW at the 

wheels? It has been more than quick enough to win several all-wheel-

drive championships and set local hill-climb records and, in the 

process, run an 11-second quarter-mile pass at 132mph (212kph) — in 

the wet on an unprepped road surface. 

The Pulsar has become an item that Rowan will never sell — and 

why would you when it beats almost anything out there, can run in a 

wide range of racing disciplines New Zealand–wide, and is reliable to 

boot? 

Next on the cards for the Pulsar is a GTX3576R turbo and custom 

reground cams, which Rowan hopes will net the SR20 better response 

and a smidgen over 400kW at the wheels. For the most part, he has 

built his ideal 10-second-quarter-mile crunching, hill-climb punching, 

indestructible GTI-R, and he’s mostly done it with his own bare hands. 

We’re looking forward to seeing this machine in action with the new 

set-up, as it’ll no doubt be capable of taking on local all-wheel-drive 

records for that little bit longer. 

1990 NISSAN PULSAR GTI-R (N14)

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Rowan Price

AGE: 34 

LOCATION: Inglewood

OCCUPATION: Motorcycle mechanic 

BUILD TIME: 16 years

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: 16 years 

THANKS: RPM Technical Ltd for the custom work and roll cage, Collier Motor Engineers 

for the block and crank machining, STM for the tune, Combined Motors, Just Tyres, 

Taranaki Car Club, South Taranaki Car Club, Copy Centre

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Straight-cut five-speed dogbox, 

custom billet gearbox brace

CLUTCH: OS Giken twin-plate

FLYWHEEL: Lightweight chromoly 

DIFF: (F and R) Limited-slip 

OTHER: Oversized front CVs

The carbon-fibre 
rear wing doesn’t 
just look serious 

— it is serious. 
It is completely 
adjustable, and 
Rowan changes 

the wing pitch 
depending on 
the event he 
is running at
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WORDS: MARCUS GIBSON PHOTOS: MARCUS GIBSON, RICHARD OPIE EVENT LEADFOOT FESTIVAL

 ROD MILLEN’S LEADFOOT FESTIVAL BECOMES     
 THE EVENT OF THE SUMMER SEASON

 ROD MILLEN’S LEADFOOT FESTIVAL BECOMES     
 THE EVENT OF THE SUMMER SEASON
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02

umper crowds packed onto the hillside of 

Rod and Shelly Millen’s Hahei estate over 

Waitangi weekend for the largest Leadfoot 

Festival to date. The somewhat eclectic 

mix of machinery strutting its stuff up the 

hill ranged from the beautifully restored 

ex–Ann Thompson 1906 Darracq piloted 

by four-time IndyCar champion Scott Dixon 

through to modern-day vehicles imported 

especially to the event, including the Global Rallycross Hyundai 

of Rod’s son Rhys. 

Early on Saturday, the wet weather made for tricky 

conditions as many had their first experience running up the drive. 

Targa veteran Leigh Hopper found out the hard way that this is no 

ordinary driveway when he pushed his Evo III Lancer beyond its 

limits and squared off with a tree through the faster section one. 

Thankfully, both driver and machine would battle on. This was 

the only real casualty on the Saturday, and as Sunday proved a 

stunner weather-wise, drivers could push and times would tumble. 

In the Pre 1960 class, it was the Tiger Moth–powered 1931 

Riley 9 Special of Robert McNair that earned top honours in the 

Pre 1960 Top 10 Shoot Out, with a time of 1min 4.10s. McNair 

narrowly beat the V8-powered Citroën Light 15 of Peter Jordan 

by only a few splits. Third place went to Steve Aldersley with his 

supercharged Austin 7 Special. 

The hotly contested Pre 1975 class went down to the wire, 

thanks to a handful of very fast machines. Rod Millen’s own 13B 

PP RX-3 rally car was pushed hard to third place in the shoot-out, 

narrowly beaten by Paul McCarthy in his ex-New Zealand Classic 
Car magazine cover car Ford Escort. Rick Bone managed to just 

sneak in with the win, following a faultless drive to a 54.18s in his 

Datsun 1200 circuit car. 

Daynom Templeman swapped 

disciplines for the weekend, 

getting behind the wheel of his 

newly imported Nascar truck. 

The 634kW (850hp) V8-powered 

machine looked a handful to come 

to terms with, but, boy, did it sound 

good, and Daynom had a ball 

behind the wheel

Shipped over especially for 

Formula D–spec RWD Passat 

was a star thanks to its totally 

unique-sounding nitrous-fed 

671kW (900hp) LS V8. Tanner, an 

accomplished wheel man, threw 

down some nail-biting runs 

Andrew Hawkeswood debuted 

his latest Mazda2 rally car 

at Leadfoot. Built in-house at 

Force Motorsport to AP4 regulations, 

be constructed here in New Zealand 

and runs a six-speed Sadev gearbox 

Four-time D1NZ champion 

Gaz Whiter was back out after 

a hiatus in his LS7-powered S14. 

With a new look and new wheels, 

the S14 also now runs billet TDP 

front suspension

01

02

03

04

03

04
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The biggest showdown of the weekend was between the 

overall top 10, featuring two Millens and a McRae after Alister McRae 

managed to match Rod Millen’s own PB early on Sunday, setting up 

the first coin toss to decide the running order. The Scotsman lost the 

toss and was forced to run ahead of Millen. But it was the younger 

Millen, Rhys, in his 485kW (650hp) Global Rallycross Hyundai, who 

set the pace, running slightly quicker than Alister with a 49.31s. 

Millen lined up in the Celica for the last run of the day, hoping to 

better his son, but it wasn’t to be, after a miss shift in sector one 

cost him a few seconds and knocked the Celica into fourth overall. 

It was Rhys in first, McRae second, and young rising star Sloan Cox 

in third place. 

One of the best things 

about Leadfoot is the 

relaxed atmosphere in the 

pits. This means drivers are 

more than happy to share their 

knowledge of their machines 

Alister McRae was back 

behind the wheel of the ex–

Possum Bourne hill-climb WRX, 

with which he won Race to the Sky. 

The Possum Bourne Motorsports–

prepared machine set a blistering 

own PB. Sadly for Alister, he had to 

settle for second place during the 

shoot-out, with a slower 49.62s, 

three-tenths slower than the 

winning time of Rhys Millen 

How insane is 

Hayabusa-powered Toyota 

Starlet, complete with Hayabusa 

six-speed sequential gearbox? 

The little Starlet sounded 

amazing at redline 

pants off his FD RX-7 to set 

the fastest RWD time of the event 
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WORDS: JADEN MARTIN PHOTOS: ADAM CROY2001 MITSUBISHI EVOLUTION VII

SUPPORT
STRUTS: HKS Hipermax V 

coilovers

BRAKES: Factory Brembo

SHOES
WHEELS: 18x9.5-inch (-18) 

Rota Grid 

TYRES: 225/40R18 Falken 

FK452

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Colour-matched bodykit  

by GT Refinishers

ENHANCEMENTS: Evo IX front and rear 

bumpers, Evo IX spoiler, Evo IX sideskirts, Evo 

IX front lip, Evo IX carbon-fibre bonnet



DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Factory five-speed 

manual

CLUTCH: Exedy Hyper twin-plate

FLYWHEEL: Exedy

DIFF: Factory

NOT ALL BUILDS ARE ABOUT HUGE  

AND OUTLANDISH MODIFICATIONS; SOME 

GUYS LIKE TO KEEP THINGS SIMPLE 

NOT ALL BUILDS ARE ABOUT HUGE  

AND OUTLANDISH MODIFICATIONS; SOME 

GUYS LIKE TO KEEP THINGS SIMPLE 

NOT ALL BUILDS ARE ABOUT HUGE  

AND OUTLANDISH MODIFICATIONS; SOME 

GUYS LIKE TO KEEP THINGS SIMPLE 
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he Mitsubishi Evolution has been a Kiwi 

favourite for the better part of the last 

20 years, from the early days of Enkei 

G-Zeros, underbody lights, and bright neon 

paintwork, through to finely tuned record-

hunters competing the world over. The 

Evo platform has long dominated in a gang 

of motorsport 

disciplines, so, naturally, asking the 

modern Evo owner what they want 

from their vehicle produces a mixed 

bag of answers, because the simple 

fact is, there is so much this platform 

has to offer. But, for Edvin Prasad, with 

his 2001 Mitsubishi Evo VII, it was the 

allure of practical power figures, reliable 

engine work, and rapid response that 

sent him down the rabbit hole that is car 

modification. 

However, his build didn’t start 

immediately. This was the first car Edvin 

had purchased in New Zealand, and 

he opted to enjoy it in stock form to get 

to know the car better, as it was a rare 

sight in his native country of Fiji. But, it 

wasn’t long before he developed the 

itch to change things up, and what was 

meant to be a simple tidy around the 

edges turned into a rapid change of the exterior aesthetics, with a 

conversion to the later-model Evo IX front and rear bumpers, front 

lip, sideskirts, carbon-fibre bonnet, and spoiler. “When I did the 

bodywork, the car was all different colours, and I needed to match 

it, so I took it to the guys at GT Refinishers and got practically the 

whole car repainted in factory silver,” Edvin told us.

Carbon-fibre eyelids, window trims, and door handles were 

installed to help give an authentic early ’00s track-car feel, and 

after trialling a few wheel combinations with the updated look, the 

Evo VII now sits atop 18- by 9.5-inch Rota Grids in gunmetal grey 

wrapped with Falken rubber. 

It was tempting to bring the ride height down to suit the 

current style of how-low-can-you-go builds, but it was set with 

function in mind for daily use. The 

CT9A chassis already provides 

exceptional handling from 

factory, but, by throwing in a set 

of high-end HKS Hipermax V 

coilovers, you can truly 

feel each corner, braking 

in, powering out, and 

all the fun in between 

that leads to the next 

bend.

After Edvin had 

made the outside 

look the part and 

got the handling 

dialled in, Jacky of 

Jtune Automotive 

was enlisted to 

work his magic 

on the motor. 

The initial 

engine build saw the 4G63 slapped with 

an HKS GT3037S turbo kit for a cool 

270kW, and that was run as a quick, 

reliable set-up for the first few years. “I 

wanted a full bolt-on package, drop in 

and go; I didn’t want custom this and 

2001 MITSUBISHI EVOLUTION VII

For daily driving and weekend cruising, the comfortable factory Recaro reclining seats 
are more than enough to handle their occupants. The only components of the interior 
that actually hints at any real power are the HKS oil-temp, water-temp, oil-pressure, and 
boost gauges planted on the dash

HEART
ENGINE: Mitsubishi 4G63, 

2300cc, four-cylinder,

BLOCK: AMS 2.3 stroker kit, 

ARP main stud and head stud 

kit, upgraded oil pump 

HEAD: HKS 272 cams, HKS 

valvetrain, HKS cam gears, 

HKS head gasket, Jtune port 

and polish

INTAKE: Jtune ported factory 

intake manifold

EXHAUST: HKS exhaust, HKS 

front pipe

TURBO: HKS GT3037S 

turbo kit

WASTEGATE: HKS Race 50mm

BOV: HKS Super SQV4 

Sequential

FUEL: Injector Dynamics 

ID1000 injectors, AEM fuel 

pump, Sard fuel-pressure 

regulator

IGNITION: HKS M45I spark 

plugs, NGK plug leads, 

D1 Spec ignition booster

ECU: HKS F-CON V Pro 

COOLING: Aftermarket alloy 

radiator



the HKS GT3037S turbo kit was 

selected after Edvin caught clips of 

the infamous HKS Japan CT230R Evo VIII
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2001 MITSUBISHI EVOLUTION VII

that, because I had seen it happen with 

mates’ cars. That’s when things begin 

to break, and you end up with a result 

that’s not what you were expecting,” 

Edvin told us. “Jacky told me [that] if we 

kept it under 280kW, the engine will last. 

Which it did, until someone touched 

the boost-controller setting, and it ran 

enough boost to overpower the stock 

internals.” Thankfully, the important 

parts were salvaged for the rebuild, and 

it turned out to be the perfect excuse to 

crack into a long list of upgrades that 

were already in the works.

Drawing inspiration from the 

legendary HKS Japan CT230R Evo VIII, 

Edvin and Jacky worked hard to develop 

a reliable and responsive package. Using 

the same turbo kit from the original 

incarnation, an HKS back catalogue of 

parts was ordered for version two and 

paired up with the AMS 2.3 stroker kit that 

saw the engine capacity rise to 2300cc, 

plus a torque increase of up to 15 per 

cent: it also allowed for faster turbo spool and ticked all the boxes 

in the chase for responsive power. Said Edvin, “I was waiting for 

the engine to get tired before rebuilding anyway. Once the time 

came, I already knew I wanted to go with a 2.3-litre stroker kit with 

the same turbo set-up. We weren’t chasing big power but wanted 

responsiveness and no lag, without the need to run extreme boost 

pressures.”

It made a final figure of 385kW (516hp) at the flywheel on 

1.7 bar of boost tuned to run on 98 pump gas, and Edvin was 

stoked to see his car pushing the boundaries of what this already 

vicious 4WD platform had to offer. Even Jacky was impressed with 

the results they managed to achieve with the build, saying: “I was 

pretty amazed we could make more than 350kW with less than 

two bar of boost with this turbo on pump gas.” 

For now, the project appears to be wrapped up, and Edvin is 

content with using the Evo VII as a reliable, responsive weekend 

cruiser. “I have no intention of racing the car on the track. I’ll keep 

the same set-up as the engine has been like this for a long time now, 

and I really like it. It’s simple and clean,” he said. But, you never know 

when that modification bug will itch again, and he has already made 

mention of the hunt for that always-alluring extra power. Given the 

possibility of a sequential dogbox thrown in for good measure, only 

time will tell what the future holds for Edvin and his Evo.

True to the era that the VII 
hails from, carbon-fibre 
trims were added to give the 
evo the much loved look of 
an early ’00s race car. I mean, 
who doesn’t love a bit of 
carbon fibre in the morning?

What was originally 
going to be a little 
tidy up saw the car 

receive a full Evo IX 
exterior conversion, 

replacement of 
the front and rear 

bumpers, and the 
fitting of a front 

lip, a carbon-fibre 
bonnet, sideskirts, 

and spoiler. Paint 
was freshly licked 

on to finish it all 
off by the team at 

GT Refinishers

With the Evo planned to push upwards of 24psi 
and already going through one meltdown of 
stock internals, the bottom end received a full 
do-over in the form of an AMS 2.3 stroker kit. 
Paired on top is the Jtune ported and polished 
head featuring HKS 272 cams, an HKS valve train, 
HKS cam gears, and an HKS head gasket

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Edvin Prasad

AGE: 27

LOCATION: Auckland

OCCUPATION: Food processor

BUILD TIME: Five years

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: Five years

THANKS: Thanks to my supporting 

wife Sheena and to Jacky and the 

boys at Jtune Automotive

INTERIOR
SEATS: Factory Recaro

STEERING WHEEL: Factory, carbon-

fibre trim

INSTRUMENTATION: HKS oil-temp, 

water-temp, oil-pressure, and boost 

gauges

OTHER: Carbon-fibre dash trim panels

PERFORMANCE 
POWER: 385kW (516hp) with 

24psi at the flywheel — tuned on 

98 pump gas



SF-01  
Satin Black

18 x 8, 18 x 9, 18 x 10

SF-04  
Satin Black

20 x 8.5, 20 x 9, 20 x 9.5,  

20 x 10, 20 x 11, 20 x 12

SF-06  
Satin Black, Silver with Mirror Polished Face

19 x 8.5, 19 x 9.5, 19 x 10.5, 20 x 9,  

20 x 9.5, 20 x 10, 20 x 10.5, 20 x 11

SF-08  
Satin Black

SF-02  
Gloss Gunmetal

17 x 7, 17 x 8, 17 x 9

SF-03  
Satin Silver

18 x 8, 18 x 9, 18 x 10

SF-05  
Satin Gunmetal

18 x 8, 18 x 9, 18 x 10

visit koyawheels.co.nz or call 0800 21 KOYA (5692)  
for Fitment check and your local dealers

/koyawheelsnewzealand

SF-07  
Gloss Silver

19 / 20 / 21

SF-08  
Satin Black

19 x 8.5, 19 x 9.5, 19 x 11,  

20 x 9, 20 x 10, 20 x 11



60  themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar

WORDS: RENÉ VERMEER PHOTOS: ADAM CROY1994 HONDA CIVIC (EG)

A thing of beauty, this is one B-series you won’t keep up with. PLM 
four-into-two-into-one headers take care of the hot side, and a 
Skunk2 Ultra Pro intake manifold looks after the incoming air. This 
is no low-down-torque monster though, and high-power 1.8-litre 
goodness comes at a cost: 180kW is produced at around 9000rpm

NATURAL

ASPIRATI    NS 
FORGET YOUR K-SWAP; MOHAMMED’S EG CIVIC PACKS ONE OF 
NEW ZEALAND’S HIGHEST-POWER NATURALLY ASPIRATED B18C 

ENGINES — PROVING THAT OLD TECH IS STILL THE GOODS 

FORGET YOUR K-SWAP; MOHAMMED’S EG CIVIC PACKS ONE OF 
NEW ZEALAND’S HIGHEST-POWER NATURALLY ASPIRATED B18C 

ENGINES — PROVING THAT OLD TECH IS STILL THE GOODS 

FORGET YOUR K-SWAP; MOHAMMED’S EG CIVIC PACKS ONE OF 
NEW ZEALAND’S HIGHEST-POWER NATURALLY ASPIRATED B18C 

ENGINES — PROVING THAT OLD TECH IS STILL THE GOODS 



DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Five-speed S80 

CLUTCH: Exedy heavy-duty

FLYWHEEL: Exedy lightweight

DIFF: S80 limited-slip

ike many others, Mohammed Zulfikar Rahman made his 

maiden voyage into New Zealand’s bustling automotive 

tuning scene in a Honda. Say what you like about the 

brand, but you can’t get past the value for money it offers 

young enthusiasts such as Mohammed. This value, 

coupled with a new-found love for high-revving naturally 

aspirated (NA) engines, soon saw him pushing the limits 

of his first vehicle, a Honda Integra DB8 Type R. After 

he’d removed the rev cut and found out the hard way that factory-built motors 

don’t last too long at 10,000rpm, a good friend — AJ Kumar — suggested that 

the DB8 should be sold and replaced with a much lighter Honda Civic EG. The 

thought of going even quicker with similar power led Mohammed to promptly 

sell the Integra and purchase an EG4 Civic with a B18C engine. 

A few bolt-ons later, and Mohammed’s newly purchased EG Civic was 

producing 130kW at the wheels, but it wasn’t quite giving him the high-revving 

satisfaction he was after. He needed something more.

To ensure he wouldn’t have another disaster on his hands, an engine 

capable of the onslaught was built at Speedfactor. Initially, power rose to 155kW 

at the wheels on a run-in set-up, and the final tune saw the power climb again, to 

167kW at the wheels — astronomical power for an NA engine. 

Mohammed explained the sensation: “When I first drove the car, it felt 

faster than most of my friends’ turbo cars. The VTEC sound was like a gunshot 

going off.” With the engine complete, all the car needed was the paint job to 

match, but, again, disaster struck. This time it wasn’t the engine, as Mohammed 

explained: “I was washing the Civic outside my friend’s garage, and suddenly 

two people came up and approached me. One of the two guys came up to me 

and pressed a firearm against my forehead, and demanded that I give them the 

keys. Fearing for my life, I gave them the keys, and watched them drive off at 

speed.” Gobsmacked, with the sponge still in his hand, the hose running, and 

an empty parking lot, Mohammed was hit with the reality that his pride and joy 

— his dream car to be — was gone. To this day, the Civic has not been found. “It 

was the saddest day of my life,” Mohammed told us. 

SHOES
WHEELS: 14x6.5-inch BBS replica

TYRES: 195/60R14 Firestone TZ700

INTERIOR
SEATS: Recaro SR3 

STEERING WHEEL: Momo

INSTRUMENTATION: Autogauge water-temperature and oil-temperature gauges

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Resprayed 

gunmetal by 

East Tamaki 

Spraypainters Ltd

ENHANCEMENTS: 

Aftermarket headlights, 

HID conversion, 35-per-

cent tints, duckbill rear 

spoiler, aftermarket 

front lip, tow hook
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The Civic was gone, yes, but Mohammed’s drive to build 

another was not. After a very long year of working and saving up 

the coin once again, he finally had enough to purchase a second 

Civic. The hunt for another hatch took him closer to home than 

originally thought, as Paul at East Tamaki Spraypainters had 

a tidy track toy up for grabs — an EG3, complete with a B18C 

engine. A deal was struck, and Mohammed once again owned a 

Civic — this time, though, it would be completed. “It felt so good 

when I drove it — it felt like I got my car back,” he said. As the 

Civic was already half painted upon purchase, the paint job was 

finished, and Mohammed had his sights set on yet another angry 

B18C build, but one that would be much more aggressive than 

last time. The Civic was sent back down south to Speedfactor, 

and, within one month, Mohammed had himself a fully built, 

super-high-compression B18CR. With extensive porting, forged 

high-compression pistons, Eagle rods, and Brian Crower’s most 

aggressive B-series camshaft, the Civic laid down an impressive 

170kW at the wheels tuned with a Hondata S300 — three more 

kilowatts than the old tune, and this was just the run-in. After a 

few thousand kilometres were driven, the Civic went back for its 

final tune — the result being 180kW at the wheels on 98-octane 

fuel, 13kW more than the last set-up, and 50kW above the original 

engine. “The best part of this set-up is that VTEC kicks in at 

7000rpm, where most turbo cars are changing gears, then it pulls 

all the way to just under 10,000rpm,” Mohammed explained. 

It’s safe to say that he is stoked with the final product but still 

thinks about where the old car would’ve headed and what fate it 

suffered in the end. The fact that daylight robbery can and does 

happen in this country blows us away, especially when it happens 

to hard-working folk such as Mohammed. 

His plans to take it to the race circuit, drag strip, and out into 

the twisties tell us that Mohammed won’t let the setback set him 

back any more, though, and he is determined to get the most out 

of a build that was essentially built twice. 

1994 HONDA CIVIC (EG)

Jungle gym or race car, we can’t decide. 
Mohammed is running an array of braces to 
stiffen up the chassis, including front and 
rear strut braces, a rear C-pillar bar, and 
rear strut-to-C-pillar bracing

ENGINE
MODEL: B18CR, 1800cc, four-

cylinder

BLOCK: Wiseco pistons, Eagle rods, 

ARP rod bolts, ARP big-end bearings

HEAD: Ported and polished, Stage 3 

Brian Crower camshafts, Supertech 

oversized valve springs, Supertech 

retainers, JE head gasket, ARP head 

studs, Gates Racing cam belt

INTAKE: 74mm S90 throttle body, 

custom cold-air box, four-inch air 

filter, Skunk2 Ultra Pro racing intake 

manifold

FUEL: Walbro 500hp fuel pump, AEM 

fuel rail, Bosch 440cc injectors, Sard 

fuel-pressure regulator

IGNITION: MSD coil pack, MSD 

spark-plug leads, Iridium spark plugs

EXHAUST: PLM 4–2–1 stainless-

steel headers, 2.5-inch exhaust 

system, GReddy muffler, 2.5-inch tip

COOLING: Aluminium radiator, 

Samco radiator hoses, aftermarket 

fan

ECU: Hondata S300

OTHER: Partially de-loomed, D1 Spec 

oil catch-can

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: 

Mohammed Zulfikar Rahman

AGE: 25

LOCATION: Auckland 

OCCUPATION: Facility Assistant at 

Lexham Gardens

BUILD TIME: One month

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: 

One year

THANKS: Evan Pittman at 

Speedfactor; Gregg Ross 

at Brian Payne Motors, 

Papatoetoe; Paul and Lynda from 

East Tamaki Spraypainters Ltd; 

my brothers Iftikar and AJ Kumar; 

also a big thanks to everyone who 

helped build my dream car

SUPPORT
STRUTS/SPRINGS: Bilstein shocks 

and springs

BRAKES: Znoelli rotors, Znoelli 

brake pads

OTHER: DC2 Type R hubs, Skunk2 

rear lower-control arms, rear strut 

brace, C-pillar bar, Beaks lower tie bar





D1NZ NATIONAL DRIFTING CHAMPIONS

AGE: 26

OCCUPATION: Signwriter
WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? I have 
always built that style of car. I had an 
R-chassis from day one and used to watch 
‘Fanga’ [Daniel Woolhouse], Curt [Whittaker], 
[Gary] ‘Gaz’ [Whiter], etc. I was eager to get into 
Pro-Am, so we built a car to be competitive and 
won the Pro-Am championship.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Everything about it really; the 

adrenaline and how competitive it is, but not to 

the extent of hating each other. 

AGE: 33

OCCUPATION: Plumber/Contractor

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? I helped 

crew during a D1 demo at the 2005 V8 Supercars 

and thought it was awesome, so went out and 

bought a Cefiro.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? I like how out of control you can drive 

a car; the closeness of being around another car; 

and the fact [that] it’s a judged sport, so you have 

to do it at 100 per cent and do it right the first 

time.

AGE: 32

OCCUPATION: Manager of Century Batteries 

branch

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Mates 

started watching [JDM] Option DVDs, so-called 

drift taxis, and an ugly-as C33 Laurel.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The adrenaline, the crowd, and 

putting on a show in a sport that’s extreme, but 

in which you won’t get hurt as much as you might 

in some others. 

DARREN KELLY

CURT WHITTAKER

DANIEL 
WOOLHOUSE



SHIP BROUGHT TO YOU BY

AGE: 32

OCCUPATION: Mechanic

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? The thrill 

after the first track day got me hooked, and I 

never looked back.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The professionalism, the cars, and 

the drivers are insane. Also, it’s awesome to be 

a part of it.

AGE: 23

OCCUPATION: Works at NZKW 

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Watching 

‘Mad Mike’ [Whiddett].

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The tyre smell and engine rpm 

limiter.

AGE: 28

OCCUPATION: Plumber

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Watching 

early High Octane videos.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The adrenaline rush and making a 

car do something it shouldn’t do.

AGE: 42

OCCUPATION: Director of Mag and Turbo 

Hamilton

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Just 

watching back in the day, being around it, and 

crewing. Then I bought my own car, which was 

Victor Chapman’s old car.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The thrill of driving out of control 

but [being] in control.

AGE: 38

OCCUPATION: Swimming-pool builder

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Looked fun 

and competitive.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? When I become one with car.

DAVE STEEDMAN NICO REID

COLE ARMSTRONG

BRUCE TANNOCK

DAYNOM 
TEMPLEMAN



D1NZ NATIONAL DRIFTING CHAMPIONS

AGE: 23

OCCUPATION: Working in a underground tunnel 

in Auckland

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Basically 

saw it and wanted to try it, and we have been 

here ever since.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Speed, sideways, and smoke.

AGE: 25

OCCUPATION: Machinery-hire person at 

ATJ Hire

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? I lost my 

license, so I took it on to a track to do it legit.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The rush, smoke, and sideways. 

 

AGE: 30

OCCUPATION: Instructor at NZ Drift School

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Originally, 

I was going into rally but saw drifting as the 

cheaper option.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? I like the fact that, no matter how 

far you get, it’s continuously getting more 

challenging, forcing you to learn more and more 

to become more aggressive and to tune the car 

to be a better tool. 

AGE: 30

OCCUPATION: Builder

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? When 

Wellington’s Slipway was running.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? It’s a bit of a rush.

AGE: 28

OCCUPATION: Instructor at NZ Drift School

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Began with 

FMX [freestyle motocross] and then my brother 

got me into drifting.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? It’s having control of something that 

is out of control. The challenge of always being 

able to up the game.

AGE: 22

OCCUPATION: Machinery-hire person at 

ATJ Hire

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Started off 

doing track days and went from there.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The fun, but, really, everything about 

it; there is no one thing.

SHANE ALLEN

TOM MARSHALL

DREW DONOVAN SHAYNE GILES 

JODIE VERHULST

JOEL MARSHALL
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AGE: 23

OCCUPATION: Heavy-diesel mechanic

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Learnt the 

hard way by losing my licence on the street, so 

I thought I might do it on the track. I have been 

doing it for the last four years.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Just the adrenaline of battling and 

the rush from getting as close as possible.

AGE: 34, I mean 24

OCCUPATION: General manager of a creative 

studio

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? My love of 

cars back in the day, and [I] was brought up … 

[around] it.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Speed, smoke, and angle. I hate it 

when it rains.

AGE: 27

OCCUPATION: Self-employed

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Six years 

ago, I went to a drift day then bought a car. After 

that, I never looked back.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The adrenaline, getting close to 

someone at 160km, and always improving my 

skill and having fun.

AGE: 31

OCCUPATION: Spray painter

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Option 

DVDs and YouTube.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The adrenaline rush you get from it.

AGE: 33

OCCUPATION: Drain layer

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Was just 

doing motocross and this was easier and safer 

on the body.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Horsepower.

AGE: 25

OCCUPATION: Sales rep

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Seeing all 

the guys at Pukekohe, all the OGs; so, I bought 

a car.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The adrenaline rush, competitive 

drifting, the pressure, taking it to the next step. 

GAZ GROVE

BRAD SMITH

MICHAEL PROSENIK ADAM DAVIES

PHIL SUTHERLAND

TROY JENKINS
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AGE: 28

OCCUPATION: Motorcycle mechanic

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? I was into 

motocross — a similar sport but no protection. 

From day one, I couldn’t keep watching it 

[drifting] without getting involved.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Just the atmosphere — everyone 

gets on well — and the adrenaline and the smile 

I get from it.

AGE: 23

OCCUPATION: Insurance salesperson

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? [That’s] a 

great question — basically, skids in the paddock 

when I was 13.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The adrenaline, it’s not the same 

every time, it’s a challenge. 

AGE: 24

OCCUPATION: CAR-SALES CONSULTANT 

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? A couple of 

dudes [that] I used to flat with had drift cars and 

got into it from there.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The atmosphere and the adrenaline 

rush.

AGE: 30

OCCUPATION: Systems manager

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Because it 

was cool and fun.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Just the adrenaline rush, [that it’s a] 

whole fun weekend, and hanging out with mates. 

AGE: 24

OCCUPATION: Store manager at Hunting and 

Fishing

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? Always 

liked to spectate and pit crewed for Mac Kwok. 

I got into drifting after that and followed my 

cousin Daniel.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? Just pushing the limits and keeping 

the car out of control but in control, and the 

speed. 

AGE: 26

OCCUPATION: Mechanic

WHAT GOT YOU INTO DRIFTING? I did a 

burnout in the Laurel.

WHAT DO YOU LIKE THE MOST ABOUT 

DRIFTING? The angle and trying to blow the 

car up. 

STU BAKER

BENJAMIN 
WILKINSON

JARON 
OLIVECRONA

ANDREW 
REDWOOD

DYLAN 
WOOLHOUSE

VINCENT 
LANGHORN
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ROUND THREE

CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS 

 
PRO TOP-10  

PLACINGS 
DANIEL WOOLHOUSE 197

COLE ARMSTRONG 194

CURT WHITTAKER 193

DAYNOM TEMPLEMAN 172

DAVID STEEDMAN 166 

TOM MARSHALL  141

NICO REID 138 

DREW DONOVAN 133

DARREN KELLY 124

BRUCE TANNOCK 124

PRO-SPORT  
TOP-10 PLACINGS 

CHAD MCKENZIE 261 

VINCENT HOPKINS 189 

CALVIN CLARK 173 

CODY PULLEN-BURRY 170

BLAIR GRIBBLE BOWRING 128

RAYMOND ROBERTSON 128

JASE BROWN 109 

BEN JENKINS 108

TYLER RENALL 106 

JORDY COLE  88 
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WORDS AND PHOTOS: AARON MAI

KATO’
KENME

n a country steeped in tradition, culture, and 

obedience, characters such as Liberty Walk’s 

Wataru Kato go against the grain and would surely 

be seen as very much outside the box. But, despite 

the colourful jeans, gold shoes, and larger-than-life 

personality, Wataru is about as traditional as it gets 

when it comes to automotive tuning. Sure, he is well 

known for creating crazy European supercars with 

a Japanese twist, but he cut his teeth on classic J-tin icons such as the 

Fairlady, Hakosuka, and Kenmeri, and, to this day, continues to pursue that 

passion. Some think he’s bonkers, and others think he’s pure genius, but 

you can’t for a second deny that Kato-san isn’t brave for cutting up Italian 

supercars or that the car scene is better off for having his wild creations. 

One of his latest achievements is a wild-yet-traditional Kenmeri 

Skyline that embraces the roots of shakotan, but, for some unknown 

reason, it feels like a fresh twist on an old favourite.

This GC111 Skyline melts substance into style and, in true Kato-san 

fashion, has all the little quirky parts of his character infused throughout 

the build. And, though it is pure shakotan, it doesn’t look out of place in the 

Tokyo Auto Salon display hall among its younger siblings from the famed 

Japanese tuning house. It started out life as a gold-on-green kyusha he had 

built previously, and, when it was time for Auto Salon to roll around again, 

he decided it needed something different, something a little bit crazy, and, 

most importantly, something old school. So, he called up his good friend 

Mizuno-san from Mizuno Works — after all, if you want an old-school car 

handcrafted into a work of art, you can’t look any further than Mizuno-san. 

The rear was chopped and smoothed out minus its rear bumper, the 

tail lights were slanted to impart an angry appearance from the rear, up 

front the headlights have been given the traditional yanki slant, and the 

car got a heap of the other little crazy things that make shakotan cars so 

undeniably cool. 

The over-fenders are original Mizuno Works handcrafted items, the 

widest on offer, and a three-piece ducktail rear spoiler and a bucktooth 

front spoiler give the ends of the body an edginess that few others can pull 

off. All these traits are as traditional as it comes, but, for the final colour, 

Kato-san went with an ice-blue pearl, which is actually a blue pastel with 

a heavy dose of blue flake throughout to really make the paintwork pop. 

Clearly, this Kenmeri isn’t just out looking for a sideways glance — it wants 

your undivided attention.

If the wild bodywork hasn’t secured your notice then the ride height 

certainly must. It sits only five millimeter off the ground thanks to special 

Mizuno Works 92mm short-stroke dampers with specially selected springs 

that make sure the Kenmeri doesn’t self-destruct when it’s driven over 

winding Nagoya streets. The car’s five millimeter ride height is specifically 
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set for shows, although, as per Kato-san style, it is unlikely to 

be altered, because looks are everything in the shakotan world. 

The super-deep widened steelies measure 14x10-inches 

up front and 14x13-inches at the rear, and their size meant 

that his only rubber option was original old-school Advan 

racing wets in 225/525R14 for the front and 245/525R14 for 

the rear. They’re not the easiest tyres to get your hands on 

nowadays, and, due to their age, all the cracks are proudly on 

show thanks to the heavy dose of stretch, which is of utmost 

importance for a shakotan build.

Indoors, the car retains all the original things you would 

expect to find. The stripped vintage-racer feel jumps out at you 

and comes courtesy of a period-correct Datsun competition 

steering wheel, aluminium-sheet door cards to replace the 

factory ones, and a custom-built aluminium dash panel that 

is home to only the necessary instrumentation — revs are 

the main thing Kato-san is worried about, so there’s a tacho 

 W TRICKS   
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but no distracting speedometer. This car wouldn’t be traditional yanki 

shakotan if it didn’t have a Mizuno Works half cage in bright yellow and 

original Datsun sport bucket seats, which are undoubtedly the things 

that a Nissan enthusiast’s dreams are made of. Tucked away on the 

rear parcel shelf, there’s a set of Carrozzeria speakers that may look a 

little out of place, but they perfectly fit the style and add flair to the build.

The final and most important piece of the puzzle is the angry 

and very noisy heart of the car. Kato-san had Mizuno Works go all 

out on the L28 that powers the GC111. The bottom end was given a 

longer-stroke LD28 crank, I-beam rods, and AS Watanabe 89.25mm 

forged pistons to up capacity to 3.1-litres. Compression has also been 

increased. Up top, the L28 head has been hand polished to aid flow into 

the combustion chambers along with the intake manifold and exhaust 

ports. Breathing comes via triple Mikuni 44mm carburettors mated to 

specially chosen velocity stacks, and the final result is a perfect balance 

of low-end torque and top-end power. Finally, the front grille has been 

gutted to make way for the front-mounted oil-cooler piping that feeds 

back through onto the engine.

With any true shakotan, it is all about the noise, a raspy, 

unadulterated scream that comes via a set of stainless-steel headers 

with no exhaust. The headers, known as ‘octopus legs’, are responsible 

for the eardrum-shattering straight-six sound.

At no stage in his tuning career has Kato-san ever sought anyone 

else’s appreciation for his cars. He is a true purist builder, who does 
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exactly what makes him happy. He simply is out to create 

cars that inspire him to continue on his tuning path, and, in 

the process, certainly puts smiles on the faces of all who get 

to see his creations. 

This Kenmeri sports a ride height that would scare 

many and an engine note that would wake the dead: it is the 

perfect example of a modern shakotan that embraces all the 

best things about the glory years of Japanese tuning and will 

quite easily still steal the spotlight away from any of its modern 

counterparts, no matter where it ends up or what Liberty Walk 

exotic it’s parked next to outside the shop. 
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NZPC: Hey Amy, great to see yet 

another extremely clean girl-built 

S15. How long have you owned it for?

Amy: Hey guys, I’ve owned the Silvia now 

coming up three years.  

When did you first get into cars, and 

what was your first performance 

vehicle?

I’ve been into cars since I can remember. 

My parents were active members of 

a Zephyr and Zodiac club when I was 

growing up, so I’ve had a love for cars for a 

long time. This S15 has been my very first 

performance vehicle, but, hopefully, there 

will be more to come in the future.

Did you know what direction you 

would take with it from the beginning?

To be honest, I just carried on in the 

direction that had already been started 

by its first owner, Andre. The vision for the 

car was complete; it was exactly what I 

wanted, but it just needed some finishing 

touches.

What has been the biggest hurdle with 

the build?

Last year, I managed to blow up my turbo. 

That was a headache, but, thanks to my 

partner Owen and a friend, Josh, we got 

the turbo out, replaced the seals, and put 

a refreshed one back in. It only took a few 

days but a huge chunk out of my bank 

account. 

What’s your favourite part of being 

involved in the automotive community?

I love the variety and the uniqueness in the 

cars that are out there at the moment. I also 

love seeing other girls with performance 

cars. It’s empowering, and I think more girls 

should get into it and show the boys how 

it’s done!

Thanks for hanging out with us, Amy.

CRUISE MODE PHOTOS: RENÉ VERMEER

owner: Amy Frazer Location: Christchurch  

Occupation: Nurse

MAKE/MODEL: Nissan Silvia S15

ENGINE: SR20DET 2000cc four-cylinder, HKS front-mount intercooler, HKS mushroom air filter, GReddy 

Type RZ blow-off valve, HKS turbo, Walbro fuel pump, three-inch GReddy stainless-steel exhaust, STM 

ported heads, CP pistons, aftermarket racing big end and main bearings, A’PEXi Power FC  

DRIVETRAIN: Factory six-speed, Exedy heavy-duty clutch, lightened flywheel 

INTERIOR: GReddy Profec B-spec II electronic boost controller, D1 Spec gear knob, Soundstream speakers,  

JVC head unit

EXTERIOR: Custom carbon-fibre bonnet, custom bodykit, custom midnight shadow-chrome paint

SUSPENSION: HKS coilovers, HKS camber and toe arms

WHEELS/TYRES: 17x9-inch DOTCOM; (F) 225/40R17 Goodyear Eagle F1, (R) 235/40R17 Achilles ATR
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FOLLOW THE DEMON BABE HUNT 2016:

@nzpcmagazine 
#demonbabehunt2016

facebook.com/performancecar 
#demonbabehunt2016 demonenergy.co.nz

AGE: 20

LOCATION: AUCKLAND

FAVOURITE DEMON ENERGY DRINK: ORIGINAL

FAVOURITE D1NZ DRIVER: TYLER RENALL

FAVOURITE CAR: NISSAN SILVIA

MY BEST FEATURE: OLIVE SKIN AND DOWN TO EARTH

FRONT OR BACK SEAT: FRONT

WHERE CAN MY FANS FIND ME: INSTAGRAM @

carissaavison, or Facebook Carissa Avison



Owner: Raginal Chand Location: Auckland

Occupation: Duty Manager

NZPC: Hey Raginal, super clean Subaru 

you have there. Can you tell us why you 

purchased a Subaru WRX over an Evo?  

Raginal: I bought the Subaru for its rumble. If 

you park 10 Evos up and one Subaru drives 

past, you’ll know about it. It just gives a 

different feel being in the driver seat, and also 

my partner preferred the V10 JDM model. 

She reckons you hardly see them around.  

We understand you’re from the 

NZ Fijian Cars (NZFC) club. Is there a 

big range of cars in the club, or is it 

dominated by a certain brand?

NZFC does have a wide range of cars, 

from GT-Rs to Europeans, but, mostly, it’s 

dominated by Evos. They’re all a nice bunch 

of people, and I’ve never heard them talk 

down anyone’s car, and especially mine 

because it’s a Subie. 

In what state was the Subaru when you 

bought it?

It was almost stock; it only had an intake, 

coilovers, and gauges. It was also on factory 

wheels. The engine bay was in a very dirty 

condition and there were scratches and 

stone chips all over the car.

What modifications have you got 

planned next?

There’s a whole list, but, since I like to use 

it for my daily, I have to think twice. One of 

my priorities is changing the clutch, seeing 

as it has a factory one, and I want to install 

a front-mounted intercooler, split fuel rails, 

and bigger injectors. Then there’s probably 

more! 

Thanks for talking to us Raginal, we’ll 

see you around.

MAKE/MODEL: Subaru WRX STI V10

ENGINE: EJ20, 2000cc four-cylinder, external wastegate, HKS intake, HKS air filter, HKS 

blow-off valve

DRIVETRAIN: Factory six-speed, driver-controlled centre diff

INTERIOR: Defi gauges with controller, HKS electronic boost controller

EXTERIOR: Front lip, canards, rear roof spoiler, crystal tail lights

SUSPENSION/BRAKES: BC BR Series coilovers 

WHEELS/TYRES: 18x9-inch Wolf S1P, Achilles ATR 245/40R18 

PHOTOS: ADAM CROY
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ENGINE BALANCING IS OUR SPECIALTY

COLLIER MOTOR ENGINEERS

Because Engine Balancing is our specialty, we have 
assembled the best equipment available, backed up 
with talented operators to deliver the best results.

We are dedicated and passionate about what we do 
and desire to provide exceptional customer service. 
Enhancing your engine performance is what we do!

91 CAMBRIDGE STREET | LEVIN | PH/FAX (06) 368 0000

Having Dramas

getting car 

insurance?

Save all the drama and call Go Cover for a quote.

(0800 663 726)

If you’ve made a bad call, it’s time you made a good one.

We can help!

If you need car insurance and 

have been turned away because 

of your driving history, or have 

a criminal conviction that is 

stopping you from getting cover 

elsewhere, talk to us. We may be 

able to get you insured. Younger 

drivers are also not a problem.

Under 25?

Got driving convictions?

0800 NO DRAMA nodrama.co.nz
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NZPC: Hey James, super-clean RX-7 

you have there. We understand you’re 

a vehicle importer — is this one of your 

personal vehicles?

James: Hey guys. Yeah, well this one I 

imported to sell, then I found out what was 

done to it and decided to hold on to it.

Awesome.  It must be hard importing 

such rad stuff; you must be in a 

dilemma every time a shipment comes 

in. What other personal cars have you 

held on to?

(Laughs) Yeah, it is! I have a couple I have 

held on to. I have a K’s Silvia S13 with 239kW 

(320hp), a track-spec wide-body R32 Skyline, 

a 522kW (700hp) GT-R R32, and a Super GI 

Hiace van for the daily commute and duties. 

And, out of those, which one is your 

favourite, and why?

Hmmm, that’s a tough one! Probably the 

S13, as there aren’t many around like it, and 

it’s super fun to drive up through the hills.  

When the RX-7 landed, what state was 

it in, and what did you do to it?

It was in a pretty bad state. It was a dark 

green, the paint was all faded, and the clear 

coat was peeling off. After complying it here 

in New Zealand, I had it resprayed in gloss 

white, added the S8 body parts, gave it a 

tune at NDT Developments, and slammed it 

on big wheels.

Do you have any further plans for the  

RX-7?

Na, nothing in the near future. It’s finished for 

now, I love the look and the power.  

Thanks for chatting to us, James. 

PHOTOS: RENÉ VERMEER

Owner: James Wilkinson Location: Nelson

Occupation: Vehicle importer / salesman at WS Imports

MAKE/MODEL: 1993 Mazda RX-7 Series 6 (FD3S)

ENGINE: 13B, 1300cc twin-rotor, bridge ported plates, aluminium Koyorad radiator, GReddy 

intake elbow, GReddy Type R blow-off valve, Trust T78 turbo, Sard external wastegate, four 850cc 

injectors, A’PEXi Power FC ECU

DRIVETRAIN: Factory five-speed gearbox

INTERIOR: Razo gear knob, suede Momo steering wheel 

EXTERIOR: Resprayed gloss white, S8 front bumper, S8 lights, S8 lip, S8 rear lights, S8 wing, 

Mazdaspeed side skirts

SUSPENSION/BRAKES: Cusco strut brace,  AP Racing four-pot calipers, slotted front and 

rear rotors

WHEELS/TYRES: 18x10.5-inch Work Emotion D9R, 225/35R18 Evergreen

WEEKEND WARRIOR





WORDS AND PHOTOS: RENÉ VERMEER2003 SUBARU WRX STI SPEC C

SUPPORT
STRUTS: HKS Hipermax Pro coilovers

BRAKES: Factory Brembo calipers, 

Pagid yellow pads, DBA slotted rotors

OTHER: Whiteline 24mm sway bars 

front and rear, H-brace, J’s Racing 

fender braces

INTERIOR
SEATS: Racetech 4000W

STEERING WHEEL: Suede

INSTRUMENTATION: A’PEXi 

gauges 

OTHER: Buddy Club gear knob, 

six-point roll cage 

SHOES
WHEELS: 18x10-inch Koya 

Racing SF01

TYRES: 280/60/R18 Hankook 

Ventus F200 slick

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: STI six-speed 

CLUTCH: Heavy-duty

FLYWHEEL: Lightened

DIFF: MapDCCD centre diff controller

ason Shortt may have one of the lowest-powered 

vehicles in Pro Open, but he doesn’t struggle to lay 

down some of the quickest times in the series in his 

270-kilowatt-at-the-wheels 2003 Subaru WRX STI 

Spec C. Jason is a time-attack enthusiast to the core, 

and his build resembles something from Japan or 

Australia, as it’s kitted out with some of the largest side 

skirts and wing-end plates in the series. 

His plan this season has been to give the Subaru 

as much aero and tyre as possible, and the results have paid off. As you 

can still run a full slick this season, Jason chose to run on a set of 280/60-18 

slicks from a V8 supertourer. Reducing weight was also high on the priority 

list, so the windows were replaced with Lexan items, and the interior has 

been completely stripped. The EJ20 was retained but fitted with Mahle 

forged pistons and M&H rods to ensure that there would be no issues out 

on track. The turbo isn’t the largest, and resembles a factory item, but we’ve 

been told that it’s a gnarly unit from Roger Clark Motorsport, and, at 270kW 

— the engine’s current output — it’s about at its limit.

Despite fielding half the power of some other competitors, Jason 

managed to lay down a very impressive 1min 41.384s around Taupo. Once 

the Subaru is completed and dialled in, it’ll no doubt be quicker again — if it 

doesn’t break another gearbox, that is! 
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EXTERIOR
PAINT: Factory 

ENHANCEMENTS: Drift Max front bumper,  

Drift Max rear bumper, Drift Max rear flares, 

folded aluminium side skirts

OTHER: Front guards pumped and chopped, 

Lexan side and rear windows

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Jason Shortt

AGE: 33

LOCATION: Auckland 

BUILD TIME: Nine years

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP:  

Nine years

THANKS: Smudge Signs; 

Koya Wheels New Zealand for 

hooking us up with some primo 

rims; Supplements.co.nz for 

keeping my engine running; 

MapDCCD; Highbrook Automotive; 

and my wife and kids, who are 

there for when it breaks

PERFORMANCE
POWER: 273kW (366hp) 

at the wheels

HEART
MODEL: Subaru EJ20, 2000cc four-cylinder

BLOCK: Mahle forged pistons, M&H rods

HEADS: Kelford cams

INTAKE: Pod filter, V-mount intercooler 

TURBO: Roger Clark Motorsport twin-scroll

BOV: HKS SSQV

FUEL: Walbro fuel pump, de-capped STI injectors, braided 

fuel line

IGNITION: Factory, iridium spark plugs

EXHAUST: Three-inch side-exit system

COOLING: V-mounted MR2 SW20 radiator, oil cooler, 

transmission cooler

ECU: Link G3 with G4 software



2008 NISSAN SKYLINE GT-R (R35)

hen you roll into the Prowear NZ Superlap series with 

an R35 GT-R, people always assume that you’ll be fast, 

but nobody realized just how fast Iain Clegg would be. 

Knowing that he’s the new owner of ST Hi-Tec would 

prompt another assumption — the R35 would have a 

berserk engine combo — but that couldn’t be further 

from the truth. Iain’s R35 has a factory bottom end, 

factory heads, and factory turbos. Instead, the gains 

have been made with plenty of E85 fuel, aftermarket wastegate actuators, 

and a tune with a MoTeC M150 ECU. The result is a staggering 470kW at the 

wheels on only 20psi of boost. 

If the R35’s handling wasn’t already impressive out of the box, Iain 

has added Blitz ZZR circuit coilovers, huge 315-wide Toyo semi-slicks, and 

adjustable front arms courtesy of Dodsons. 

At first glance, you’d think Taupo had proved difficult for the GT-R, 

but what actually happened was that the front differential was toast, 

which forced the car into a rear-wheel-drive state. Even so, it managed 

an impressive 1min 40.560s, placing him quicker than two vehicles 

competing in Pro Open. There are big things to come from Iain and this 

R35, so keep your eyes peeled for updates. 

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Dodson gear set, 

straight-cut third gear

CLUTCH: Dodson heavy-duty

FLYWHEEL: Dodson

DIFF: Factory

SUPPORT
STRUTS: Blitz ZZR circuit 

coilovers

BRAKES: Pagid RS pads, 

AP Rotors, factory Brembo 

calipers

OTHER: Dodson adjustable 

front arms

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Factory, graphics by 

Sign King

ENHANCEMENTS: 

Chargespeed Bottom Line 

carbon-fibre bodykit

DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Iain Clegg

AGE: 42

LOCATION: Auckland

BUILD TIME: Six months

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: Six months 

THANKS: Graeme Clegg for all his help 

and support, Soichi Tate at ST Hi-Tec, 

Tarran at Tyre Tech, James at Mag and 

Turbo Ponsonby, Edwin Fong for making 

it happen, Grant at GT Refinishers, the 

master fabricator Arnie Nguyen, and the 

entire ST Hi-Tec motorsport team
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Shoes
WHEELS: Factory 

TYRES: 315/35R20 Toyo 

R888 semi-slicks

INTERIOR
SEATS: Factory

STEERING WHEEL: Factory

INSTRUMENTATION: 

Factory

OTHER: Bose sound system

PERFORMANCE
POWER: 470kW (630hp) at the 

wheels on 20psi with E85

HEART
MODEL: VR38DETT 3800cc 

six-cylinder 

BLOCK: Factory

HEAD: Factory

INTAKE: Three-inch Cobb 

TURBOS: Factory

WASTEGATES: Aftermarket 

actuators

BOV: Twin Turbosmart 

FUEL: Twin Walbro fuel pumps, 

six 1000cc injectors

IGNITION: Factory

EXHAUST: Cat delete pipe, 

custom Y-pipe, four-inch down 

pipes

COOLING: Factory

ECU: MoTeC M150
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2002 HONDA ACCORD EURO R (CL7)

e’ve been following the development of Jason Hsu’s 

Honda Accord CL7 very closely since the beginning 

of the season. At round one, it was blue, and the 

Jtune team was worried that nobody had noticed this 

very serious machine, as it simply blended in with the 

rest of the street vehicles out on track. So, for round 

two, the team made a statement by wrapping the 

car in bright orange and throwing Ray Williams into 

the driver’s seat. The car soon proved it had serious 

pace for a streeter, but the Jtune team surprised us again at round four 

when the Accord turned up with a supercharger attached. 

The K24 was producing around 180kW in naturally aspirated form 

but now packs just over 250kW at the wheels thanks to an added 10psi 

of boost. As dictated by Street-class rules, Jason runs with Advan’s best 

road tyre to give him the edge; the Advan Neova AD08R isn’t a cheap 

tyre, but it certainly does the trick and allows him to drive to and from 

the event. 

The Accord is by no means a light vehicle, and Jtune is confident 

that once it takes more weight out, it’ll go much faster again.

SUPPORT
STRUTS: Neotech coilovers; (F) 20kg 

springs, (R) 16kg springs

BRAKES: (F) D1 Spec six-pot calipers, 

D1 Spec two-piece rotors, Endless 

MX72 pads; (R) Endless MX72 pads

OTHER: Hardrace front upper camber 

arms, Hardrace front lower camber arm, 

Hardrace rear camber arm, Cusco front 

sway bar, Ultra Racing rear sway bar

EXTERIOR
PAINT: Avery Dennison pearl orange wrap

ENHANCEMENTS: Speed Factory 

carbon-fibre bonnet, J’s Racing GT wing, 

Varis diffuser, custom front diffuser, Spoon 

front bumper, Mugen sideskirts, Mugen 

facelift rear lip 

OTHER: Jtune tinted headlights, Hyper 

tinted windows

SHOES
WHEELS: (Track) 17x9-inch (+35) Buddy Club 

P1, (Street) 18x9-inch (+45) Volk Racing TE37SL

TYRES: (Track) (F) 255/40R17 Advan Neova 

AD08R, (R) 235/45R17 Advan Neova AD08R; 

(Street) (F) 265/35R18 Advan Neova AD08R, (R) 

245/35R18 Advan Neova AD08R

DRIVELINE
GEARBOX: Spoon gear set, Spoon 5:1 final drive 

CLUTCH: Exedy heavy-duty

FLYWHEEL: Exedy lightweight 

DIFF: Cusco 1.5-way limited-slip

OTHER: Custom Jtune driveshafts



DRIVER PROFILE
DRIVER/OWNER: Jason Hsu / 

William Yu

AGE: 25 

LOCATION:  Auckland

BUILD TIME: Two years

LENGTH OF OWNERSHIP: Three 

years

THANKS: Jtune Automotive, 

AEM USA, K-Tuned Canada, 

TTS Performance, Man Auto Parts, 

CT Auto Parts, NZKW, Alfred 

at Speed Factory, Hyper Drive, 

Beaurepaires, Dongliang Wrap Co., 

Yashili Dairy Co. Ltd, Chaoshan

PERFORMANCE
POWER: 250kW (335hp) at the 

wheels on 10psi 

INTERIOR
SEATS: Sparco Evo seat, NZKW seat 

mount, NZKW four-point harness

STEERING WHEEL: Mugen

INSTRUMENTATION: Factory 

OTHER: D1 Spec gear knob, D1 Spec 

meter reader, K-Tuned billet shifter

ICE: Full Pioneer sound system

HEART
MODEL: K24A 2400cc four-cylinder

BLOCK: Factory

HEAD: Kelford Cams stage-two 

cams, Buddy Club titanium retainers, 

Buddy Club valve springs, Toda 

timing-chain tensioner

INTAKE: Custom Jtune; custom Jtune 

intercooler

SUPERCHARGER: TTS Performance 

Rotrex kit

FUEL: Walbro fuel pump, RC 750cc 

injectors, AEM water–methanol 

injection kit

IGNITION: Bosch spark plugs, 

D1 Spec ignition booster, Odyssey 

battery

EXHAUST: Custom three-inch Jtune

COOLING: Rotrex oil cooler

ECU: AEM Series 2 plug-in, HKS OB 

link

OTHER: Custom Jtune oil catch-can, 

custom Jtune breather tank, custom 

Jtune radiator overflow tank
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You’ve got a cool set of rims, so it 

makes sense not to skimp when it 

comes to securing them to your car — 

Jap Race Spares stocks these steel-

composite R40 extended lug nuts, 

which feature a rotating taper seat to 

protect your rims and a lock nut for 

each wheel to ensure it doesn’t go 

missing. The wheel nuts use SCM435 

cold-forged steel construction for 

extra strength and weight reduction, 

and each nut weighs only 40 grams. 

They are available in packs of 20, 

containing 16 wheel nuts and four 

lock-nuts. Available sizes are M12 

by 1.25 and M12 by 1.5, to suit most 

makes and models. These retail at $89 

(incl. GST), but they’re on sale for $69 

(incl. GST) for a limited time. 

For more information, head online to  

japrace.com.

The Davies Craig Digital Thermatic Fan 

Switch Kit can be used with an electric 

water pump and up to two thermatic fans. 

The sensor can be placed in the radiator-

fin section to detect air temperature as 

it passes through or into the coolant 

system through the use of a Davies Craig 

Temperature Sensor Adaptor Kit. The kit 

includes both 12V and 24V compatibility 

and an adjustable temperature range of 

40–110°C (104–230°F).

The Davies Craig Digital Thermatic 

Fan Switch Kit is available for $92.16 

(excl. GST) from Segedins Auto Spares, 

381–385 Dominion Road, Auckland. 

For more information, call Segedins on  

09 638 6439, or visit daviescraig.com.au. 

V-MAXX Autosport offers a 

comprehensive and up-to-date range 

of progressive-rate sport spring kits 

with many lowering options to introduce 

superb handling and a superior 

appearance to your car. All springs 

are made of quality chrome silicon 

steel, shot peened, zinc phosphated, 

and powder-coated to offer optimum 

corrosion protection and longevity. 

V-MAXX Autosport also offers a large 

range of coilover suspension and 

290/330mm brake packages.

Sport spring kits start at $349 

(incl. GST) and cover a wide range of 

makes, including Audi, VW, Skoda, 

BMW, Mercedes, Ford, Subaru, Nissan, 

Mazda, and many more.

Contact NZ Performance Tuning via 

nzperformancetuning.co.nz to see what 

V-MAXX can do for your car.

Molecule Cleaner spray is a heavy-duty 

cleaner designed to keep every area of 

your vehicle and equipment clean. It is 

safe to use on all finishes — including 

paint, powder-coat, and plastics — 

and for all applications, from dirty 

bodywork to degreasing an engine 

bay. It’s non-corrosive, biodegradable; 

and pH balanced, will safely remove 

rubber scuffs, bugs, oils, dirt, and road 

grime; and is very easy to use — just 

spray on then wipe off.

It’s available in a 473ml spray 

bottle for $33.35 (incl. GST) from 

Neil Allport Motorsports and is also 

available in bulk quantities of 4.5 

or 22.7 litres (one or five gallons).  

Neil Allport Motorsports can be found 

at 34 Olive Road, Penrose, Auckland, 

or call 09 579 0113. 

NEOCHROME 
WHEEL NUTS

DAVIES CRAIG 
DIGITAL  
THERMATIC FAN 
SWITCH

MOLECULE 
CLEANER 473ML

V-MAXX  
AUTOSPORT 
SPRINGS
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Manufactured in New Zealand and sold 

with a lifetime guarantee, Adrenalin R’s 

big seven-inch mufflers are perfect for 

your rotary or high-power motor. The 

450-millimetre-long body and seven-

inch diameter mean they’re perfect for 

muffling even the angriest of street or 

race engines, and, with inlet sizes of 

2.5-, three-, 3.5-, and four-inch, you can 

be sure of finding one to suit. The muffler 

tip can also be specified as a classic 

‘dumpy’; slash-tip; or short, medium, 

or long straight tip, and each includes a 

durable mounting strap. 

Mufflers are $349 (incl. GST and 

delivery) or $399 with a four-inch inlet. 

For more information or to purchase, 

contact Adrenalin R on 06 870 3526, or 

visit adrenalinr.com. 

Designed to be the go-to tool for 

technicians, the Foxwell GT80 Plus 

Diagnostic Scan Tool has kept ease 

of use at the forefront of its design. 

Covering all major manufacturers — 

including Holden and Ford Australia — 

the GT80 integrates with all systems as 

well as providing live data; bidirectional 

controls; and much, much more. With 

a variety of OBD1 adapters included 

and 18 months’ free updates, you’ll be 

operating and making money straight 

away.

The Foxwell GT80 Plus Diagnostic 

Scan Tool has an RRP of $3695 

(incl. GST) and is available at 

stahlcar.nz/GT80.

Yuneec and Intel have teamed up to make 

the world’s first truly intelligent consumer 

drone, Typhoon H. The camera is capable 

of panning 360 degrees, of capturing 4K 

video and 12-megapixel stills, and the 

drone uses Intel’s RealSense camera to 

automatically avoid collisions in its path 

— its ultrasonic proximity detection allows 

it to sense what is happening around it, 

to avoid particularly large obstacles. It 

features six rotors instead of the usual four, 

for increased stability, and has retractable 

landing gear as well as the ability to fly 

and land safely with just five rotor blades. 

Additional safety features include geo-

fencing, variable speed control, dynamic 

return home, and low-battery return home. 

The Yuneec Typhoon H claimed 

multiple awards at the Consumer 

Electronics Show 2016 in Las Vegas, 

and will be available locally around 

April–May. For more information,  

visit yuneecdrones.co.nz.

One of the easiest to overlook parts in 

a high-power build, the fuel-pressure 

regulator is an essential means of 

ensuring your fuel delivery is on 

point. Turbosmart’s FPR-2000 is a 

high-performance pressure regulator 

constructed with special internals to 

withstand all types of race fuels, and 

includes two -8AN inlet ports and one 

-8AN outlet port. This is a 1:1 ratio 

regulator — not rising rate — with 

30–70psi base pressure adjustments, 

suitable for race engines with fuel 

systems supporting up to 1491kW. 

The FPR-2000 comes with a mounting 

bracket, vacuum fitting, and a gauge 

port blank. 

Grab one now for $376.75 (incl. 

GST) from myautomotive.co.nz and 

receive free shipping anywhere within 

mainland New Zealand.

ADRENALIN R 
MUFFLERS

FOXWELL  
GT80 PLUS  
DIAGNOSTIC 
SCAN TOOL

YUNEEC  
TYPHOON H

TURBOSMART 
FPR-2000 FUEL-
PRESSURE  
REGULATOR
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If you’re after quality sounds that will 

neither break the bank nor have your car 

dragging its tail like a dog with worms, 

the Nakamichi NBF8A subwoofer could 

be just the ticket for you. It is a slimline 

eight-inch subwoofer with an RMS 

output of 150W at two ohms, an LPF 

filter of 50–150Hz, and adjustable input 

sensitivity. 

The Nakamichi NBF8A subwoofer 

has an RRP of $399, and is 

available from DLG International.  

Visit nakamichicaraudio.co.nz.

The Focal PS 165 FX 6.5-inch woofer 

has a patented flax cone design for a 

more dynamic natural sound without 

colouration. A processed aluminium 

and magnesium inverted dome 

tweeter — with Poron suspension 

for longevity and reliability — 

provide smooth, defined sound. 

The award-winning Focal PS 165 FX 

(Speakers of the Year 2015 — under 

$1000 winner) combines high-power 

handling and a deep bass for powerful 

in-car audio.

For more information on the Focal 

PS 165 FX, which has an SRP of $499 

per set, visit focalnz.co.nz.

Pioneer has produced another industry 

first with this aftermarket head unit, 

which includes support for both 

Android Auto and Apple CarPlay. Simply 

connect your Android or Apple device 

to the AVH-X8750BT unit and unleash 

the variety of features, including in-

car calls, navigation (with Google or 

Apple Maps), music streaming direct 

from your device or Spotify, and even 

composing or replying to text messages. 

Safety features are included as well, 

with hands-free Bluetooth calling and 

reverse-camera input.

To see if your device is compatible 

with the AVH-X8750BT, which has an 

RRP of $1899, visit pioneernz.com.

Winner of the Incar Subwoofer of the 

Year – SQ at the 2016 Sound+Image 

Awards, the Focal P 20 F is one of three 

standout subwoofers available now from 

Focal. Combining its patented flax cone 

design with four-ohm voice coils, they 

are ideal for small spaces that still require 

high-performance audio output. Each 

subwoofer benefits from a dual magnet 

for optimal power and glass fibres for 

robust heat protection. 

There’s a range of prices to suit 

your budget (the P 20 F is $299, P 25 F 

$349, and P 30 F $399), so head to  

focalnz.co.nz for more information.

LIGHTWEIGHT 
ALL-IN-ONE

HIGH-POWER
COMPONENTS

QUALITY,  
COMPACT SUBS

CONNECTED  
PIONEER
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Turn it up to optimize your music 

collection with the DEH-X4850BT from 

Pioneer. With four built-in amplifiers 

that deliver 50W of power, you can 

get the most out of this premium-

quality audio by tuning into FM radio, 

listening to a CD, or connecting your 

smartphone (or other device) by the 

front USB or aux input. Plus, Bluetooth 

capabilities allow you to connect up 

to two devices simultaneously and to 

stream your favourite tracks wirelessly 

without compromising audio quality.

The Pioneer DEH-X4850BT is 

available now for an RRP of $319. For 

more information, visit pioneernz.com.

The X009E-U makes in-car 

entertainment a bigger and better 

experience, thanks to its massive nine-

inch WGVA touchscreen. Enjoy stunning 

playback of music and video from CD/

DVD to iPod/iPhone and USB devices. 

The HDMI input enables high-resolution 

display, and MirrorLink lets you connect 

to compatible devices to play music 

and use apps and navigation. Built-in 

Bluetooth Plus provides audio streaming 

and full hands-free operation with access 

to phonebook and advanced functions. 

The One Look Navi function allows a 

50/50 split-screen mode, displaying both 

navigation and the selected source for 

convenient operation and information at 

a glance.

The Alpine X009 has an RRP of 

$3999. Visit soundgroup.co.nz for more 

information.

The Philips CED2000BT is a late-model 

double DIN head unit incorporating just 

about everything you could want from 

a head unit, with nothing you don’t. 

There’s a 6.2-inch high-resolution WVGA 

touchscreen display to give you portable 

video and music playback — including 

DVD, DVD-R, DVD-RW, and (S)VCD, 

DivX, and MPEG4 — and it includes 

reverse-camera compatibility.

With a USB input and SDHC card 

slots, you can play music and videos 

or view photos on the go, and play and 

charge your iPhone or iPod through the 

head unit, while the built-in Bluetooth 

receiver allows call and music streaming. 

For more information on the Philips 

CED2000BT, which has an RRP of $899 

(navigation ready) or $1,149 (including 

navigation), visit philipscaraudio.co.nz.

The UTE-62EBT is Alpine’s flagship 

‘mechless’ head unit, delivering Alpine’s 

famous sound quality. It’s capable of 

playing MPC, WMA, AAC, and high-

resolution FLAC files from a USB flash 

drive or your own music from your iPod 

or iPhone. The built-in Bluetooth enables 

hands-free calling, audio streaming, 

and voice control, and the TuneIt app 

allows even more advanced audio tuning 

options. By connecting your smartphone, 

you can even gain full control of Pandora 

straight from your dash. 

The Alpine UTE62EBT retails for $399, 

and you can find out more by visiting 

soundgroup.co.nz.

EASY 
STREAMING

CONVENIENT
CONNECTABILITY

PHOTOS
ON THE GO

FAMOUS SOUND 
QUALITY
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NICHE CITRINE

FINISH: Bronze

SIZE: 18x8, 18x9.5, 19x8.5, 19x9.5

PCD: 5x112, 5x114, 5x120

OFFSET: +35 to +48 (fitment 

dependent)
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WHEEL GUIDE

NICHE MISANO

FINISH: Anthracite or Matte Black

SIZE: 17x8, 18x8, 18x9.5, 19x8.5, 

19x10, 20x9, 20x10, 20x10.5, 

21x9, 21x10.5, 22x9, 22x10.5

PCD: Full range

OFFSET: 25–55P

360link.co.nz

Rota Grid

FINISH: Gloss White, Flat Black, 

Gloss Black, Hyper Black, green, 

pink 

SIZE: 18x8.5, 18x9, 18x9.5, 18x10

PCD: 5x100, 5x114.3, 5x120

OFFSET: +15 to +44

WORK-WHEELS.CO.NZ

tyrepro.co.nz

CR Kiwami

FINISH: Black, bronze, white, silver, 

gunmetal, Glim Silver

SIZE: 15–19 inches

PCD: Full range

OFFSET: Various

DTM.CO.NZ



Kudos Tokyo

FINISH: Hyper Black, Flat Black, 

Gloss White 

SIZE: 16x8, 18x8.75, 19x8.5, 

19x9.5

PCD: 4x100, 4x114.3, 5x100, 

5x112, 5x114.3, 5x120

OFFSET: +20 to +38

EMOTION T7R 
two-piece

FINISH: Black, bronze, white, silver, 

gunmetal, plus special finishes

SIZE: 18–20 inches

PCD: Full range

OFFSET: Various

WORK-WHEELS.CO.NZ

360link.co.nz

NICHE ENYO

FINISH: Black Machined / 

Double Dark Tint

SIZE: 20x8.5, 20x10, 20x10.5

PCD: 5x114, 5x115, 5x120

OFFSET: +15 to +45 (fitment 

dependent)

DTM.CO.NZ

WedsSport 
TC105N

FINISH: Titan (Titanium Silver)

SIZE: 18x9.5

PCD: 5x114.3

OFFSET: +35

prosportauto.co.nz



Coatings experts at your door

www.rali.co.nz  0800 108 008
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

The Toyota Altezza is fast becoming an 

affordable rear-wheel-drive platform for 

people to build on, a fact the likes of Sunny 

are taking advantage of. After blowing the 

original Beams 3SGE several times, Sunny 

decided to build it with an HKS stroker kit 

from the US and Kelford cams to extract a 

bit more power. There’s also a much larger 

Garrett turbo this time around to provide 

more boost than the smaller unit previously 

in use. To back the new engine, Sunny 

chose a TRD five-speed gearbox, which 

should hold up to the fury. To keep things 

cool, there’s a huge Mishimoto intercooler 

up front, a large aluminium radiator, and a 

pair of gnarly 12-inch fans.

We’re looking forward to seeing this car 

in action.

GREEN 
MACHINE

RB-POWERED 
LEGACY
What happens when your old man throws you the 

keys to his Subaru Legacy B4? Well, you thrash the 

tits off it, of course! Unfortunately for Nelson Grove, 

while thrashing the tits off said Legacy, he 

completely destroyed the bottom end of the EJ20 

engine. He decided that he’d best purchase the car 

— but it wouldn’t receive another EJ20. Instead, 

after Nelson’s friend had parted out a Cefiro, they 

thought that an RB20DET engine would slot right 

in. After a few measurements, it was confirmed. 

Nelson handed over his hard-earned, and soon the 

engine and transmission mounts were fabricated. 

The RB20DET engine will run rear-wheel 

drive with an RB20 gearbox. Instead of splicing 

an RB20 ECU onto the Subaru loom, Nelson has 

completely stripped the Legacy and plans to make 

his very own loom to suit. Next on the list is having 

a custom driveshaft made, so the RB20 gearbox 

will mate up to the Legacy rear differential. 

This will certainly be a unique build, and we’re 

excited to see where it’s headed.
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Last time you all saw Chris Sahota’s machine in 

Under Construction it was engineless. Although it’s 

still without a motor, some serious parts have been 

collected and bolted into and onto the SR20DET, 

which is now a 2.2-litre. Utilizing a Tomei stroker kit, 

Chris also installed a matching set of Tomei cams, 

valve springs, and oversized valves. Mazworx took 

care of the assembly and machining, and the SR20 

now features Darton sleeves and a seriously ported 

cylinder head. Sinco Customs supplied the twin-

scroll manifold, which will see a Garrett GTX3071R 

turbo and twin TiAL external wastegates. On the 

intake side, boost will enter the highly-ported head 

via a Hypertune intake manifold.

Chris is still waiting for his new Z33 gearbox, 

custom bellhousing, and driveshaft to arrive from 

the States; once they all get here, the engine and 

gearbox can be fitted. 

Kaz Kostiuk-Warren, one of the Prowear NZ Superlap 

series organizers, has had his own project on the go 

for a good few months now, so he can get involved 

in the action himself. His vehicle of choice is a 1987 

BMW 325i with a M20B27 2.7-litre engine. The head 

is an 885 item from a M20B25 — which has better 

ports and valves — and the gearbox is a Getrag 260 

five-speed backed by a 3.64:1 LSD. 

The project was purchased deregistered and 

in pieces, but Kaz has slowly rebuilt it, and it has 

recently passed certification and registration. On 

its first outing, the BMW proved a touch slippery 

on the older rubber, so a set of 15-inch Rota RKR 

wheels with Westlake Sport RS semi-slick tyres 

has been installed. 

After a few rounds of Superlap this season, 

Kaz plans to put the BMW on a diet by stripping 

out most of the interior, replacing panels with 

lightweight ones, and having a roll cage fabricated 

for safety and rigidity. Eventually, the goal is to 

either rebuild and turbocharge the current engine 

or do an engine swap.

SUPERLAP 
BMW

STREET  
S14



O800 4 YUASA
www.yuasabatteries.co.nz

It’s not about your 

destination, 

it’s about your journey.
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 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Rod Harvey Yuasa / Terry's Chassis Shoppe Toyota Celica 6.06 @ 384kph (239mph)  

Charlie Bates Rislone  20B Dragster 6.76 @ 323kph (201mph)

Brent Curran CBR / Castrol EDGE Mazda RX-2 6.89 @ 326kph (203mph) 

 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Cory Abbott Terry’s Chassis Shoppe Mazda RX-7 Series 6 7.23 @ 300kph (187mph)

Robbie Ward R.I.P.S Racing Nissan R32 GT-R MGAWOT III 7.32 @ 307kph (191mph)

Reece McGregor Heat Treatments Racing Nissan Skyline R32 GT-R 7.41 @ 310kph  (193mph)

Matt Buttimore CBR Mazda RX-3 (20B) 7.74 @ 269kph (184mph)

Ben Cox RSL / NZ Car Parts Datsun 1200 coupe 7.80 @ 286kph (178mph)

Tony Markovina Maz-Sport Mazda RX-7 Series 5 7.84 @ 286kph (178MPH) 

 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Tony Markovina Maz-Sport Mazda RX-3 (20B) 8.00 @ 271kph (169mph)

Brad Jonson Privateer Mazda RX-7 Series 3 8.59@ 260kph (162mph)

Leon Ruby Super Freight Mazda RX-7 Series 1 8.63 @ 254kph (157mph)

Tony Markovina Maz-Sport Mazda RX-3 (12A) 8.66 @ 246kph (153mph)

Hilton Bush Privateer Mazda RX-2  8.7   @ 248kph (154mph)

Kris Robb Privateer Mazda RX-7 Series 4 8.71 @ 240kph (149mph)

Jason Horn GRP Racing / CBR / VP / VHT Mitsubishi Lancer 8.95 @ 251kph (156mph)

Jeremy Hewson Privateer Toyota Starlet (13B) 8.96 @ 255kph (152mph) 

 DRIVER TEAM CAR QUARTER-MILE ET 

Stu Rogers Rapid Performance / HPE / RRP C33 Nissan Laurel  9.00 @ 247kph (154mph)

Jason Mac Spec Performance Mitsubishi Lancer Evo III RS 9.01 @ 251kph (156mph)

Robert Liu LRC Racing / Infomotive Toyota Supra RZ 9.03 @ 236kph (147mph)

Hayden Rowell Lawton Rotorsport Mazda 323 9.10 @ 242kph (150mph)

Paul Norris Privateer Ford Escort Mk II 9.25 @ 229kph (142mph)

Joel Marsh Rotamax Mazda RX-3 coupe  9.27 @ 238kph )148mph)

Brendon Keighley Privateer  Mazda RX-2 9.45 @ 226kph (140mph)

Chris Anderson Anderson Construction/STM Ford Courier 9.46 @ 235kph (146mph)

Dick Richardson Hitech Engines Mitsubishi Evolution I 9.74 @ 223kph (138mph)

Rob Kelly NZ Car Parts Toyota Corolla KE25 9.78 @ 220kph (136mph)

Jon Peplow S.P.E.C Performance Honda Civic EG 9.83 @ 237kph (147mph)

Mazin Shalash AV Expression Toyota Starlet 9.84 @ 230kph (143mph)

Raja Bhatti Edgell Performance Racing Mitsubishi Lancer Evo III 9.96 @ 231kph (147mph)

 DRIVER CAR TIME MPH ENGINE TRIM AS RACED  

Reece Fish  1956 Chev Bel Air 7.85 179.00 540ci twin turbo BBC Pump gas, ET Streets

Gary Bogaart 1975 Falcon Coupe 8.67 159.04 408ci Nitrous SBF C16, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Mike Black 1973 HQ Holden Ute 8.71 158.01 Twin S/C 509ci BBC C16, exhaust removed, full slicks

Ben Morris 1969 Chev Camaro 8.76 160.46 Procharged 580ci BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Brendon Shearing 1971 HQ Holden Monaro 8.76 158.00 536ci SC BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Barry Plumpton 1974 HQ Holden 8.83 147.00 Nitrous 565ci SC BBC C16, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Chris Green 1984 Mazda 323 8.84 158.35 13B turbo Pump gas, full slicks

Aaron Thomas 1954 Ford Pop 8.84 152.00 408ci twin turbo SBC  Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Dave Moyle 1990 Ford Falcon XF Ute 9.01 156.00 Nitrous 563ci BBF C16, ET Streets

Steve Wall 1966 Chev Chevelle 9.17 153.42 Procharged 540ci BBC C12, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Shane Ryland 1980 Holden Torana 9.24 148.22 LS2 turbo Pump gas, exhaust removed, full slicks

Aaron Jackson 1974 Holden Torana 9.42 145.46 Nitrous 496ci BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Rhys O'Mahony 1923 Ford T-Bucket 9.56 137.21 383ci SBC NA Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Mike Carlton 1973 Chev Corvette 9.57 144.24 540ci SC BBC Avgas, ET Streets

Dave Reid 1992 Mitsubishi Mirage 9.58 150.00 4G63 turbo Pump gas, interior removed, ET Streets

Azhar Bhamji 1969 Mazda R100 9.63 145.00 13B turbo Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Darren Riches 1954 Ford Pop 9.66 133.00 540ci BBC NA Avgas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Rob McBride 1973 Plymouth Cuda 9.67 139.30 604ci Hemi NA Avgas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Mike Black 1993 VR Commodore 9.69 144.01 Vortech S/C 355ci Holden Avgas, exhaust removed, full slicks

Doug Stewart 1967 Chev Camaro 9.69 139.00 Nitrous 502ci SC BBC Avgas, ET Streets

Ross Whelan 1934 Ford Model Y 9.70 134.7 427ci SBC NA C14, exhaust removed, Dot Hoosiers

Tony Gera 1970 Ford Mustang 9.73 143.40 Nitrous 480ci BBF Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Daniel Southall 1969 Chev Camaro 9.77 141.62 Nitrous 406ci SBC C16, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Matt Avery  1974 Mazda RX-3 9.81 142.87 13b turbo E85, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Glenn Brewer 1972 HQ Holden Ute 9.81 128.04 621ci BBC NA Avgas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Warren Black 1972 Holden HQ Monaro 9.81 137.95 555ci SC BBC Avgas, exhaust removed, DOT Hoosiers

Ian Mckay 1992 Mazda Familia 9.82 143.57 4G63 turbo C16, MT slicks

Ben Moorcock 1974 Mazda RX-3 9.85 145.91 13B turbo Pump gas, DOT Hoosiers

Tony Gera 1971 Chev Vega 9.85 140.00 400ci Nitrous SBC Pump gas, exhaust removed, ET Streets

Zac Wilkinson 1987 Commodore VL 9.90 138.84 408ci LS turbo Pump gas, full slicks

Ray Peterson 1970 Ford Mustang 9.94 137.27 417ci NA Windsor Pump Gas, ET Streets 

Hayden Thorn 1992 Nissan Skyline GT-R 9.97 140.48 RB26/RB30 turbo Pump gas, ET Streets

Abdul Samad 1992 Mitsubishi Evo I 9.98 138.00 4G63 turbo E85, DOT Hoosiers
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Rules: Cars must be registered and have a WOF, drive back up the return road, have raced within last two years, and still belong to driver who set the 
time. If you know anyone who should be on the list, make sure to let us know by emailing editor@performancecar.co.nz with their timeslip.



10W30 (1QT) 

$18.69 ea

10W40 (1QT) 

$13.26 ea

20W50 (1QT) 

$13.66 ea

5W30 (1QT) 

$13.37 ea

FIXED BACK & RECLINABLE 
RACE SEATS

DIRECT FROM ROYAL PURPLE USA!
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0800 4 TURBOS 

108 Vickerman St, Nelson

Service@TurbochargersNZ.com

 — Clinton Lochhead

Turbochargers NZ Ltd helped 
boost my time into the sevens.

Sales and service for all Turbocharger brands to 
Suit Passenger Cars, 4X4s, Commercial, Industrial, 
Marine, Racing and More.
Overhauls, Upgrades, Wastegates, BOVs,  
Boost Control, Parts, Balancing, Glow Plugs, 
Diesel Filtration & DPFs (Diesel Particulate Filters).
Suppliers to Capricorn. Trade enquiries welcome.

✓

✓

✓

Phone 03 544 8446
Email rodzridezrestorationz@xtra.co.nz 

12H Gladstone Road, Richmond, Nelson

Rodz Ridez & Restorationz

Rodz Ridez 
& Restorationz 

Limited

Bringing your 

dreams to reality

LVV Certification

 Restorations and Panel Beating

 Roof Chops and Body Drops

 All Rust Repairs

 Airbag Suspension

 Chassis Modification



March 6
V 4&R OTARY NORTH ISLAND JAMBOREE

MANFEILD AUTOCOURSE, FEILDING

Both the V 4&Rotary North Island Jamboree and the 
Prowear NZ Superlap series are on March 6, which 
will no doubt be a crazy day of action. There will be 
a Show and Shine, Battle of the Rookies, cruising 
sessions, DB drag racing, D1RC, car unveils, trade 
exhibitors, family entertainment, and much more. 
For more information, head to 4androtary.co.nz.

 

March 6 
ZEROCLASS DRIFT 

BRUCE MCLAREN MOTORSPORT PARK, TAUPO 
Although driver entries are sold out, there’s 
no reason you shouldn’t make your way to the 
Zeroclass Drift day. All the famous ‘internet’ cars 
will be there, so bring your Instagram account and 
get among the action. For more information, search 
‘Zeroclass Drift’ on Facebook. 

March 12
THE ROCK 95.6FM NAKI DRIFTING

CENTENNIAL DRIVE, TARANAKI

It’s not often that we get to see exciting street drifting 
in New Zealand, especially with a view as good as 
the ’Naki boasts. Ross from DDT has resurrected the 
famous event, which will see New Zealand’s top-level 
Pro Drift cars slide their way up Centennial Drive, right 
by the water’s edge. To top things off, the event will 
only cost you $10 to spectate. For more information, 
search ‘The Rock Naki Drifting’ on Facebook. 

March 12
MAHINDRA NORTH ISLAND ENDURANCE SERIES

HAMPTON DOWNS MOTORSPORT PARK, TE KAUWHATA

If you’re into motorsport and want to get your 
money’s worth, then make sure you head along to 
the Mahindra North Island Endurance Series final. 
From factory production cars to GT3 monsters 
from Europe, the series has it all. With racing up 
to 12 hours, you’re sure to be entertained, and, as 
an added bonus, the pits will be open the entire 
event, so you can get up close and personal 
with some of New Zealand’s fastest drivers. For 
more information, head to nierdc.com, or search 
‘North Island Endurance Series’ on Facebook. 

March 12–13
NZ HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP

ZIG ZAG ROAD, WAIMATE

There’s nothing quite like a good hill climb if 
you’re a motorsport enthusiast. The NZ Hillclimb 
Championship is being held on Zig Zag Road in 
Waimate. Starting on the Saturday at 8am, followed 
by evening entertainment at the Waihao Forks Hotel, 
the event will finish on Sunday at the Forks Hotel for 
prize-giving. Head to waimate50.co.nz for more info. 

March 12–13 
NZ IHRA NATIONALS 

MEREMERE DRAGWAY, MEREMERE

If you’re into straight-line speed, the 
NZ IHRA Nationals is one of the biggest drag meets 
of the year, and you’ll be guaranteed to see top-level 
drag racing and records falling. Whether you’re into 
the Junior Dragster, Screamin’ Eagle, Super Street, 
Modified Bike, Super Sedan, Modified, 
Sport Compact, Top Street, Supercharged Outlaws, 
Top Doorslammer, or Top Alcohol class or a combo 
of these, the NZ IHRA Nationals has you covered for 
a weekend of racing. For more information, head to 
meremeredragway.co.nz. 

March 19
SOUTHERN STANCE HARDPARK 

PORT LOOP, TIMARU

If you’re into all things stance and live in the 
South Island, head to the Port Loop in Timaru for 
the Southern Stance Hardpark. There will be a 
DJ on the day, a fan-belt toss, and tyre-changing 
competitions. The Southern Stance team will also 
have a BBQ going, so bring those gold coins you’ve 
got lying around. 

March 26–27
DEMON ENERGY D1NZ NATIONAL DRIFTING 

CHAMPIONSHIP — ROUND FIVE

MIKE PERO MOTORSPORT PARK, CHRISTCHURCH

South Islanders, the Demon Energy D1NZ 
National Drifting Championship is about to hit your 
luscious turf. New Zealand’s top drivers will go 
head-to-head with local and wild-card entries on 
the country’s most gruelling drift section. For more 
information, head to d1nz.com.

April 2–3
PROWEAR NZ SUPERLAP — ROUND SIX

BRUCE MCLAREN MOTORSPORT PARK, TAUPO

Prowear NZ Superlap competitors head back to the 

Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park to contest round 

six of the series. The stakes will be high, as there 

is only one remaining round after this. Taupo was 

harsh on the competitors’ vehicles last time around, 

so we’ll see who has the mechanical sympathy to 

last the weekend this time. For more information on 

the series, head to superlap.co.nz. 

April 23
V 4&ROTARY NATIONALS 20TH BIRTHDAY

MEREMERE DRAGWAY, MEREMERE

The 4&Rotary team is turning 20, and you’re invited. 

Head down to Meremere Dragway for a free event, 

which includes drifting, drag racing, a hardpark, live 

bands, and more! It’s free to spectate, compete, and 

listen to the bands on the day. 

April 22–24
DEMON ENERGY D1NZ NATIONAL DRIFTING 

CHAMPIONSHIP — ROUND SIX

PUKEKOHE PARK RACEWAY, PUKEKOHE

It’s here folks, the final round of the Demon Energy 

D1NZ National Drifting Championship. Head on 

down to Pukekohe to witness first hand one of the 

fastest drift corners in the world and to see who 

will be crowned the D1NZ champion. For more 

information and ticket pricing, head to d1nz.com.

May 29
MUDFEST

MEREMERE MUD PARK, MEREMERE DRAGWAY, 

MEREMERE

Do you like getting a bit filthy? Well, Mudfest 2016 

is fast approaching and will feature more mud than 

you can scrape off your windscreen. There will be 

mud drags, mud drifting, mud cruising, a mud-

khana, and anything else that can be done in the 

mud. Head to mudfest.co.nz for more details.

98  themotorhood.com/nzperformancecar
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THE ROCK 95.6FM NAKI DRIFTING
CENTENNIAL DRIVE, TARANAKITEAM PICK

GIG GUIDE If you have an event you’d like to see in the Gig Guide, email editor@performancecar.co.nz with all the details



20 Henderson Valley Rd

Henderson, Auckland

+ SUPERFLOW DYNO

+ PARTS: Large range of Mopar and aftermarket parts

+ MACHINE SHOP: We have a full in-house engine machine  
shop to handle all aspects of engine reconditioning and  
performance modifications

+ WORKSHOP AND TRANSMISSION SHOP: Full workshop 
service for all mechanical repairs on all makes and models. TorqueFlite 
transmissions, repairs, recos and performance modifications

SPECIALIZING IN CHRYSLER AND ALL 

AMERICAN VEHICLES

www.speedfactor.co.nz 
www.xyz-racing.co.nz  

info@speedfactor.co.nz

07 571 2297 

3 St John Street, Tauranga

+   FORGED PISTONS

+ VALVE SPRING KITS

+ BRONZE VALVE GUIDES

+  MLS HEAD GASKETS

+  ARP STUD KITS

+ DARTON SLEEVES

+ H BEAM CONRODS

+ STAINLESS VALVES

+ BEARINGS

+ NZ GASKETS

+ CAMSHAFTS

+ PLUS MUCH MORE

SUPPLIERS OF PERFORMANCE 
& RACE ENGINE COMPONENTS



YOUR TRADE SPECIALISTS

125 Wordsworth St, Christchurch
Ph (03) 374 5000, (027) 472 5000  :  Fax (03) 365 2528

microtech new Zealand
New Zealand distributor

Packed in 20-litre kegs and 250-litre drums
DCI-11 anti-corrosive added
NZ-wide delivery (freight costs apply)

Ethanol Race Fuel E100

Questions? Contact:  

Ian Brown on 021 885 902

Buy online direct from the importer

www.southpacificethanol.co.nz

Suppliers Of Quality 
Race Fuels

Car Audio Installation

0800 2 INSTALL
352 Ferry Road, Christchurch

15% DISCOUNT OFF  
YOUR NEXT INSTALL  

when you mention  
NZ Performance Car Magazine

Your motorsport accessories,
parts & service provider

09 5749 0113  sales@namsport.co.nz

We are the leading home of car audio  
and security in the Waikato.

Custom install services and lifetime  
warranty on all our workmanship

Corner of Massey and Greenwood Street , Frankton, Hamilton

Used Japanese Nissan performance parts

Engines, conversions, gearboxes, brakes, 
adjustable suspension, wheels

www.osaka.co.nz 
03 366 8477  63 Gasson Street, Christchurch

Established 

in 2001

www.mcrautomotive.co.nz

4WD/2WD DYNO TUNING

09 444 3489 

PERFORMANCE CAR SERVICING

37 View Road, Wairau Valley, Auckland

Phone 07 849 2550
029 992 7545

100 Avalon Drive, Hamilton

BIGGEST RANGE OF PERFORMANCE PARTS 
BEST PRICE GUARANTEE

0800 566 525

www.japrace.com 
info@japrace.com

143 Antigua St, Christchurch

SICK OF REPAIRING YOUR 
TURBO MANIFOLD?

PH: 07 847 3392              facebook.com/sincocustoms

M: 021 384 666
E: mat@thedropshop.co.nz
W: www.thedropshop.co.nz

09 238 6324  89B Manukau Road, Pukekohe
prostreetperformance@yahoo.co.nz

Commodore 
Specialists



75 Blenheim Road, Tower Junction, Christchurch

www.protectauto.co.nz

0800 HOOK IT

CAR  
ALARMS  FITTED  
FROM  
$199!

Aux/Bluetooth/iPod/USB 
adapters for most makes 

and models

View the range and a list of 
nationwide dealers at  

www.currentelectronics.co.nz

021 4 TYRES ~ www.MTSP.co.nz
182 Wairau Road, Glenield

TYRES from $29

LOWERING SPRINGS from $249
MAG WHEELS from $599

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEED ON

WHEELS, TYRES & SUSPENSION

www.conceptdynamic.co.nz

Ph.07 572 5089 Mount Maunganui

info@conceptdynamic.co.nz

 

Maintenance 

Auckland: 8 Te Apunga Pl | Mt Wellington Ph: (09) 270 7222 / 0800 STOCKS (0800 786 257) Christchurch: 15C Byron St | Sydenham Ph: (03) 366 2500 / 0800 6STOCKS (0800 678 625)

Our products  and experience make us your first choice for performance 
suspension systems. We supply everything from OEM spec replacement  
parts to race car suspension, with custom built systems our specialty.

www.georgestock.co.nz Email: parts@georgestock.co.nz

WWW.RAPIDRADIO.CO.NZ | FREEPHONE: 0800 746 637 | 1 ABBEY STREET, NEWTON, AUCKLAND

Laser Jammers ⊲

Hard-wired Radars ⊲

|((((((((

New Zealand’s award-winning, premium car audio store

⊳ Window-mount radars

Car Play 
Units ⊲

Amplifiers ⊲

Subwoofers ⊲

Component 

Speakers ⊲
Give one of  

our friendly 

team a call 

and we will 

match any 

competitors’ 

price. 

 Established in 1978 — your most trusted, New Zealand-owned car audio store

Been to the rest, now try the best!
Car Audio Radar Detectors



YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS

AUCKLAND
MTS PERFORMANCE
Lowest price guaranteed on wheels, tyres, and suspension

mtsp.co.nz / 021 4 TYRES (021 489 737) / 82 Wairau Road, 

Glenfield

AUTOSTANCE
Wheels, tyres, and suspension 

autostance.co.nz / 09 271 40587 / 1B Highbrook Drive, Auckland

ARROW WHEELS
NZ’s leading builder repairer refurbisher of alloy wheels for 29 years 

arrowwheels.co.nz / 09 818 8388 / 6D Westech Place, Kelston, 

Auckland

BRUGAR ENGINEERING
Mag Wheel Repair Specialists since 1979 

magwheelrepairs.co.nz / 09 486 6832 / 7 Barrys Point Road, 

Takapuna, Auckland

BAY OF PLENTY
ADENS TYRES
For all tyres, suspension, mags, car parts & accessories 

adenstyres.co.nz / 0800 ADENS TYRES (0800 233 678) / 100A 

Maleme Street, Tauranga

WELLINGTON
ACTION TYRES
We’ll tread you right! 

actiontyres.co.nz /04 939 2284 / 7 Wareham Place, Seaview, 

Lower Hutt

NATIONWIDE 
WHEEL MAGICIAN 
Specialist quality on-site repairs for damaged alloy wheels  

wheelmagician.co.nz / 0800 537 233 / Greater Wellington Region

AUCKLAND
GEORGE STOCK & CO
Your first choice for performance suspension systems

georgestock.co.nz / 0800 STOCKS (0800 786 257)  / 8 Te Apunga 

Place, Mount Wellington, Auckland

THE DROP SHOP 
Custom air suspension specialists

thedropshop.co.nz / 021 384 666 / 70 Kerrs Road, Manukau, 

Auckland

WAIKATO
GET LOW CUSTOMS 
We specialize in air suspension parts, installs, and custom fabrication 

getlowcustoms.co.nz / 027 247 2247 / 138 Riverlea Road, Hillcrest, 

Hamilton

AUCKLAND
AUCKLAND ENGINE REBUILDERS 
From the latest to the oldest, we can rebuild it 

enginerebuilders.co.nz / 09 589 1280 / 2 Botha Road, Penrose, 

Auckland

AUTO SUPER SHOPPE MAYNE 
Seven days a week for WOFs, car repairs, servicing, brakes, tyres 

mayneautomotive.co.nz / 09 622 2449 / Corner Selwyn and Princes 

Sreets, Onehunga, Auckland

GLENDENE ENGINE RECONDITIONERS 
60 years experience in engine reconditioning, servicing and repairs 

ger.co.nz / 09 818 5352 / 31D Cartwright Road, Kelston, Auckland

JOSHUA MOTORS 
A team of expert car mechanics and vehicle repair specialists 

09 360 8218 / 400 Great North Road, New Lynn, Auckland

WAIKATO
TUNING & PERFORMANCE 
Dyno tuning and automotive repair specialists 

Facebook: TuningandPerformance / 07 849 2550 / 100 Avalon 

Drive, Hamilton

ISAAC PERFORMANCE VEHICLES 
New Zealand’s No. 1 Ford performance and tuning specialists 

ipv.co.nz / 07 377 2081 / Based at Bruce Mclaren Motorsport Park, 

Taupo

TE RAPA AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS – DYNO TUNING 
SPECIALISTS 
Hamilton’s “Engine Whisperers”, guaranteed to deliver tuning 

expertise and professionalism 

terapaauto.co.nz / 07 849 6722 / 14 Northway Street, Te Rapa, 

Hamilton

TARANAKI
DOBSONS DYNO
Specializing in vehicle tuning, maintenance, and performance 

enhancements  

ddtdynotune.com / 06 754 8336 / 4 West Quay, Waitara,  

New Plymouth

WAIWAKAIHO AUTO SERVICES LIMITED
Car repairs, air conditioning services to fine tuning. All makes/models 

waiwakaihoautos.co.nz / 06 757 9177 / 651 Devon Street, 

Waiwhakaiho, New Plymouth

MANAWATU-WANGANUI
REARDRIVE AUTOS LIMITED
All mechanical repairs, wheels, tyres, suspension, batteries, clutches 

and brakes 

reardriveautos.co.nz / 06 355 2757 / Unit 3, 66 Bourke Street, 

Palmerston North

BAY OF PLENTY
DYNOPOWER
Performance dynotune and fabrication 

facebook.com/dynopower / 07 578 3332 / 99 Birch Avenue, Judea, 

Tauranga

WELLINGTON
TROY’S MECHANICAL SERVICES 
Experienced mechanics taking care of all your mechanical needs 

troysmechanical.co.nz / 04 297 0600 / 23 Hinemoa Street, 

Paraparaumu

TULMAC CARBURETTOR SPECIALISTS 
Specialising in carburettor rebuilds and full reconditioning services 

tulmac.co.nz / 027 612 2312 / 5 Burn Street, Levin

CANTERBURY
RE SINCLAIR 
Experts in performance car modification, service, and tuning 

resinclair.co.nz / 03 389 2126 / 35 Stanmore Road, Phillipstown, 

Christchurch

NATIONWIDE
MICROTECH NZ  
Producing a range of affordable high quality engine management 

systems 

microtechnz.co.nz / 027 472 5000 / Nationwide

AUCKLAND
SOUTH PACIFIC ETHANOL 
Suppliers of quality race fuels 

southpacificethanol.co.nz / 021 885 902 / 20 Bledisloe Street, 

Cockle Bay,

RECHARGE BATTERIES 
Battery revitalizer and conditioner 

recharge.net.nz / 0800 36 66 36 / PO Box 350, Pukekohe, Auckland

NATIONWIDE
FUELSTAR 
Fuelstar fuel combustion catalysts for less fuel, cleaner air  

fuelstar.com 

 

WAIKATO
SINCO CUSTOMS 
Fabrication specialists 

sincocustoms.co.nz / 07 847 3392 / 47A Bryant Road, Te Rapa, 

Hamilton

VALLEY CUSTOM 
Quality design and fabrication from individual components through to 

‘turn key’ cars 

Facebook: Valley Custom / 07 823 4647 / 26 Matos Segedin Drive, 

Cambridge

THE LAB LIMITED 
General Automotive in light engineering and fabrication 

thelab.nz / 027 278 9691 / Unit 2/48 Tawn Place, Pukete, Hamilton 

BAY OF PLENTY
JCD ENGINEERING
We are nationally renowned for our expertise in steel fabrication

jcdengineering.co.nz / 0800 523 777 / 117 Jellicoe Cres, Thames

CANTERBURY
BURKES METALWORKS 
From chassis to steering wheel, we offer top quality custom bodywork 

burkesmetal.com / 03 349 4413 / 7 Mountview Place, Hornby, 

Christchurch

RUSTORATIONS 
Fabrication, superior quality restorations, workmanship you can trust 

rustorations.co.nz / 03 374 6330 / 7 Penn Place, Riccarton, 

Christchurch

SOUTHLAND
COVENTRY CLASSICS LTD 
Classic Jaguar recreations in alloy 

coventry-classics.com / 03 208 0748 / 20 Oldham Street, Gore

 

AUCKLAND
NEIL ALLPORT MOTORSPORTS 
Your motorsport accessories, parts, and service provider 

neilallportmotorsport.co.nz / 09 579 0113 / 34 Olive Road, Penrose, 

Auckland

STAHLCAR AUTO DIAGNOSTICS 
Car diagnostic specialists 

stahlcar.co.nz / 27A Marua Road, Ellerslie, Auckland 

WAIKATO
THE SPEED SHED 
NZ’s largest range of new Mustang parts in stock 

thespeedshed.co.nz / 0508 MUSTANG / 8 Matos Segedin Drive, 

Cambridge

BAY OF PLENTY
NZ CLASSIC CAR MIRRORS & ACCESSORIES 
Original classic styles from the original English manufacturer 

classiccarmirrors.com / 07 571 3119 / 75 Churchill Road, Tauranga

USA STREETWEAR  
NZ’s No. 1 American muscle car apparel supplier 

usastreetwear.co.nz / 07 863 9082 / Bradford Street, Waihi

CANTERBURY
JAPANESE RACE SUPPLIES 
Biggest range of performance parts — best price guarantee! 

japrace.com / 0800 566 525  / 143 Antigua Street, Christchurch

KELFORD CAMTECH 
New performance camshafts, regrinds, valve springs, stainless valves 

kelfordcams.co.nz / 0800 338 000 / 15 Kennaway Road, Woolston, 

Christchurch

OSAKA AUTO PARTS 
Used Japanese Nissan performance parts 

osaka.co.nz / 03 366 8477 / 63 Gasson Street, Christchurch

SUSPENSION / STEERING
COILOVERS, SHOCKS AND SPRINGS, STEERING JOINTS, AND SUSPENSION COMPONENTS

MECHANICAL SERVICES
SERVICING, MODIFICATION, TUNING, RE-POWERS, AND ENGINE BUILDS CONSUMABLES

OILS, ADDITIVES FLUIDS, FUELS AND WORKSHOP CONSUMABLES

WHEELS / TYRES
MAGS, TYRES, WHEEL ALIGNMENTS, WHEEL BALANCING, AND REPAIRS

FABRICATION
NEED SOME CUSTOM WORK? MAYBE A NEW EXHAUST, ROLL CAGE, INTERCOOLER OR CATCH CAN

PARTS / ACCESSORIES
GENERALIST PARTS SUPPLY, PERFORMANCE PARTS, OEM REPLACEMENT PARTS AND BOLT-ONS



SOUTHLAND
E HAYES 
The one-stop shop that’s got the lot 

ehayes.co.nz / 03 218 2059 / 168 Dee Street, Invercargill

NATIONWIDE
MOUNT SHOP 
Quality guaranteed! 

mountshop.co.nz / 0508 86 66 86 / Henderson, Penrose, Hamilton, 

Palmerston North, Christchurch

AUCKLAND BEARING DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
Specialist suppliers of Jap and USA wheel bearings, hubs and seals 

aucklandbearings.co.nz / 09 444 6566 / Auckland, Manukau, New 

Plymouth

MINIBITZ 
Providing a complete service for all classic Minis 

minibitz.co.nz / 09 837 0040/ 50 Keeling Rd, Henderson, Auckland

AUCKLAND
HOTWIRE AUTO ELECTRICAL 
Car audio and security professionals 

hotwirenz.co.nz / 09 813 2460 / 4099 Great North Road, Kelston, 

Auckland

DASHBOARD RESTORATIONS 
Have your classic’s dashboard restored to a long-lasting factory-new 

finish  

dashboardrestorations.co.nz / 09 444 4211 / 3/54 Ellice Road, 

Glenfield

WIRI AUTO ELECTRICAL 
For all auto electrical repairs for classic cars and daily runners 

wiriauto.com / 09 262 2660 / 121 Plunket Avenue, Wiri, Auckland

JAY BEE AUTO ELECTRICAL 
GPS, alarms, air conditioning, re-wires, stereos, reverse cameras 

batteries, stereos 

jaybeeautoelectrical.com / 09 620 7813 / 156 Stoddard Road,  

Mt Roskill

GT AUTO SOURCE 
LED, HID, halogen — your local automotive lighting specialist 

gtautosource.co.nz / 09 375 0007 / 7B Morgan Street, Newmarket, 

Auckland

WAIKATO
MAD SOUNDZ 
Car and marine audio 

madsoundz.co.nz / 07 572 3597 / 122 Hewletts Road, Mount 

Maunganui

TRENDS CAR AUDIO & ALARMS  
Leading home of car audio and security in the Waikato 

trendshamilton.co.nz / 07 846 6340 / Corner of Massey and 

Greenwood Street, Frankton, Hamilton

BAY OF PLENTY
ACTION CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY 
Fittings, upholstery, covers, carpet, accessories, trimming, installation, 

repairs 

07 574 1888 / 23A Hewletts Road, Mount Maunganui, Tauranga

MANAWATU-WHANGANUI
CLASSIC & CUSTOM MOTOR TRIMMERS 
Specializing in classic cars and hot rods 

ccmt.co.nz / 06 357 0835 / Unit 1, 209 John F Kennedy Drive, 

Palmerston North

CANTERBURY
CURRENT ELECTRONICS 
Electronics wholesaler 

currentelectronics.co.nz / 0800 401 857 / 11 Elgin Street, 

Sydenham, Christchurch

SOUNDWORKS 
Car audio installation 

soundworks.net.nz / 0800 2 INSTALL (0800 246 782 55) / 352 

Ferry Road, Christchurch

PROTECT AUTO SOUND 
Sound and security specialists 

protectauto.co.nz / 0800 HOOK IT (0800 466 548) / Unit 2/75 

Blenheim Road, Christchurch

NATIONWIDE
AVS CAR SECURITY 
Specialists in vehicle security including alarms, GPS tracking and 

safety 

avscarsecurity.com / 0800 438 862 / Resellers nationwide

 

 

 

AUCKLAND
AUTOMOTIVE BLASTING
Comprehensive media blasting service specializing in classic cars

09 2384298 / 0272902076 / 12A Subway Road,  

Pukekohe, Auckland

KIWK STRIP 
Specialists in paint stripping and rust removal 

Facebook: Kiwk Strip Ltd / 09 828 1462 / 40 Patiki Road, Avondale, 

Auckland

CUSTOM METALSHAPERS LTD 
Quality workmanship for valuable cars 

custommetalshapers.com / 09 274 3574 / 8 Newark Place, East 

Tamaki, Auckland

DOMINION PANEL & PAINT 
Masters of quality, V8 specialist – Call Rob for a quote 

09 815 5521 / 16 Morningside Drive, Sandringham, AKL

WAIKATO
MATAMATA PANELWORKS 
Award-winning classic car restoration and custom paint work 

panelworks.co.nz / 07 888 7831 / 23A Waihou Street, Matamata

MUSCLE CAR FABRICATIONS 
Quality restoration, custom fabrication, radiator repairs, fibreglass 

repairs  

Facebook: Muscle Car Fabrications / 07 888 4295 / 55 Firth 

Street, Matamata

BAY OF PLENTY
KIWI METAL POLISHERS 
Bog, paint and rust removals, plus we polish alloy wheels and 

housings 

metalpolishers.co.nz / 07 347 9728 / 50 Pururu Street, Rotorua

TARANAKI
RE AUTOMOTIVE 
Paint and mechanical workshop 

Facebook: RE Automotive / 06 765 7656 / 32 Fenton Street, 

Stratford

COUNTRY CLASSIC CARS 
Old skool bodywork, painting, airbrushing, and all other restoration 

needs 

countryclassiccars.co.nz / 06 324 8884 / 699 Rongotea Road, 

Palmerston North

MANAWATU-WHANGANUI
RESTORATIONS UNLIMITED 
Complete auto body restoration services 

restorationclassiccar.co.nz / 06 345 5515 / 199 Ingestre Street, 

Whanganui

CANTERBURY
AEROTECH 
Quality body-kit manufacturer 

aerotech.co.nz / 03 384 3629 / 16A Maces Road, Christchurch

AUTOTECH PANEL & PAINT 
Full restoration and minor repairs, paint suppliers and tyre fitting 

autotechpnp@yahoo.co.nz / 03 988 5415 / 50 Redruth Street, 

Timaru

NATIONWIDE 
FINAL TOUCH  
Stonechip / dent repairs, paint sealants, detailing, bumper repair, 

wheel restoration   

finaltouch.co.nz / 0800 346 258

 

AUCKLAND
CAR VALUATIONS NZ LTD 

Auto valuers and auto private investigators 

carvaluation.co.nz / 027 496 0820 / Takapuna, Auckland

XPERT WINDOW TINTING & SIGNAGE 

Automotive, marine, commercial — we provide mobile services 

throughout Auckland 

xperttinting.co.nz / 09 299 3728 / 179A Great South Rd, Takanini, 

Auckland

XPRESS TECH CAR REPAIRS (MR. MUFFLER) 

Specialists in mufflers and exhausts 

09 636 6622 / 149 Station Road, Penrose, Auckland

CAR STEREO SPECIALISTS 

Car audio and security, GPS tracking, insurance assessments and 

repairs 

carstereospecialists.co.nz / 021 823 232 / Mobile service

CRACK SPECIALISTS LTD 

Windscreen repairs/headlight restoration. Certified windscreen repairs 

for COF/WOF passes 

crackspecialists.co.nz / 021 844 885 / Mobile service

MANAWATU-WHANGANUI
BRUCE MCILROY LTD 

Authorized Bentley service and Rolls-Royce heritage dealer 

bentleyservice.co.nz / 03 308 7282 / Cnr Racecourse & Aldford 

Forest Roads

CANTERBURY
GEARTECH AUTOMOTIVE 

Gearbox, differential, clutch specialists since 1983, covering all major 

manufacturers 

geartech.co.nz / 06 354 7590 / 334 Tremaine Ave, Palmerston North

OTAGO
PICTURE VEHICLES 

The only dedicated, enclosed vehicle transporter operating nationwide 

evey week 

picturevehicles.co.nz / 0800 259 010 / Cromwell

AUCKLAND
JUST BRAKES 

Specializing in brake component overhauling for classic and race cars 

09 579 4666 / 340B Church Street, Penrose, Auckland

STERLING CLUTCH & BRAKE 

All brakes for all makes, including caliper overhaul and cylinder 

reconditioning 

sterlingbrake.co.nz / 09 636 4919 / 55 Neilson Street, Onehunga, 

Auckland

DR TRANS 

Automatic and manual transmission specialists  

09 444 6222 / 6A Kaimahi Street, Glenfield, Auckland

DIFFS R US 

Not only diffs, also chassis fabrications, suspension, tubbing, custom 

body modifications 

09 270 0855 / 4A Kaka Street, Otahuhu, Auckland

WAIKATO
ROCKET TRANSMISSIONS 

Providing top quality auto and transmission repair services since 1980 

rockettransmissions.co.nz / 07 829 8217 / 1313 Horotui Road, 

Hamilton

INTERIOR / ELECTRICAL
ALL THINGS AUTO-ELECTRICAL, AUDIO AND UPHOLSTERY

PANEL, PAINT, EXTERIOR
PANEL BEATING, PAINTING, CUSTOM BODY WORK, BODY PARTS AND EXTERIOR EQUIPMENT

SERVICES
VALUATIONS, INSURANCE, SHIPPING AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

DRIVELINE/ BRAKES
BRAKES, GEARBOXES, DIFFS, DRIVESHAFTS, AND AXLE PARTS AND REPLACEMENTS

Have your business listed here for only $10 a week  — email advertising@parkside.co.nz



It’s still New Zealand’s largest Honda-specific 

club, but, back in 2008, NZHondas.com was at 

its peak, with more track days and meets than 

you could poke a stick at. The 2008 North Island 

Mega Meet — known nowadays as NIMM — saw a 

huge turnout, with over 50 cars in attendance. Our 

tech guru and Honda correspondent Jacky Tse 

took part, wrote the story, and shot the images 

from a Honda owner’s point of view. Take a look, 

you might just be in the pics!

MEGA  
MEETIN’ 

NEXT MONTH

Ph. 0800 727 574  
GIVEAMAG.CO.NZ

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
FROM ONLY $49 FOR SIX MONTHS, YOU’LL GET 

NZPC DELIVERED BEFORE IT HITS THE STORES, 

SAVE A BUNCH OF CASH, AND BE IN TO WIN 

GREAT PRIZES EACH MONTH

RWB  
NEW ZEALAND 

NAKAI-SAN OF RWB 
FINALLY HITS  

NEW ZEALAND 

GRAVEL BASH
GO BEHIND THE 

SCENES AT FORCE 
MOTORSPORT

PAK N POWER
BEN WILKINSON’S 

D1NZ-SPEC S15

RADBUL 
REWORKED + 

FJ20-POWERED 
DATSUN + HOW 
TO BUILD A BIG-

CAPACITY RB 
ENGINE

NZPC  
ISSUE NO. 233  

WILL BE ON SALE 
MARCH 28

BACK ISSUE 
REVIEW

Every month, we take a trip down memory lane and have a quick look at a 

back issue we’ve got sitting in the archives. Whether it’s a feature car we think 

was epic for the time or a tech article we feel is still relevant nowadays, it’ll 

give you a good indication of how times have changed and a chance to get 

your hands on that vital copy you’re missing for your stash. Each issue is still 

available until it runs out, so, if there’s a copy you wouldn’t mind grabbing, 

head to giveamag.co.nz.

giveamag.co.nz 

Rod Harvey had been successfully running 

consistent seven-second passes in his 

Datsun 1200 back in 2008, before he purchased 

a Pro Stock chassis from America. As soon as the 

late-model-Celica–shelled chassis landed and 

was stickered up with Rayglass livery, we were 

right in there photographing it for you all to see. 

It had an 1120kW-plus (1500hp-plus) 2JZ-

GTE under the lid, and Rod was determined to 

have it running in the sixes. Fives are the new 

goal, as the Celica has since run a quickest 

time of 6.06s at 384kph, and spent time as the 

world record holder. Take a closer look at the 

Pro Stock build in Issue No. 134, as the carbon 

work, fabrication, and engine are out of this 

world. 

ISSUE NO. 134  /  FEBRUARY 2008
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BIG BANG 
THEORY
If you used to follow New Zealand Drifting in 

its early days, you’ll most likely remember Drift 

Corp Sam Groombridge, as his Resene white 

Nissan Skyline R32 was a true standout. Peter 

Kelly made the trip to Drift Corp’s hometown of 

Whangarei, where Sam had organized a road to 

be blocked off so that he could truly show off 

his R32. 

With its RB30 bottom end, an RB25 head, 

and a Masterpower T61R turbo, this GTS-T sedan 

pumped out serious power for the time — 300kW 

at the wheels tuned with a MoTec M4 ECU. Sam’s 

R32 boasted iconic style for the era and will stay 

close to our hearts at NZPC Towers, as it reminds 

us of the good old days when you could take a 

competition drift car out cruising.

F
E

A
T

U
R

E
 C

A
R

104  themotorhood.com/performancecar





MANUFACTURERS

BY LEADING CAR

RECOMMENDED

BY LEADING CAR

MANUFACTURERS

RECOMMENDED

OUR STRONGEST 
OIL IS TITANIUMOIL IS TITANIUM
STRONGSTRONG

Standard text costs apply. Recommendations are for passenger cars only. *Not all vehicles will have a recommendation, 

please phone the CASTROL HELPLINE on  0800 10 40 60 for any queries (Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm)

BECOME A CASTROL OIL EXPERT!

www.castroledge.co.nz


