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New tech with the power to dent the universe

p r e s e N t s…
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With the vinyl revival in full swing right now, turntables are hot property, and high-end players ten-a-penny (so 
much so, we’ll be testing the very best record players in a future issue of T3, so watch this space). Everyone’s 

trying to carve out their niche in the ever-growing space, but none has ever looked like this one before…
Unlike a traditional player, the LOVE Turntable does away with the conventional mount and needle arm; instead you get 

a unit that looks like something Spock would store his glasses in. Unsurprisingly, design legend yves Behar (of Hive 

active Heating fame) is behind LOVE’s outlandish, genre-warping style, with two distinct pieces: a mount on which 

records are placed, and a ‘stylus’ which is placed on top. The LOVE Turntable automatically scans and adapts to any size 

of record – it’s compatible with LPs and 45s – and determines the number of tracks available. Where things get really 

neat is when you wirelessly pair your phone with the player. Instead of on-unit controls, Bluetooth beams playback 

power to your handset, enabling you to play/pause, skip tracks, and adjust volume from a distance. When you want to 

power down, just tap the stylus. The LOVE Turntable is smart, elegant and thoroughly T3. 

Price £TBC Available October 2017 URL kickstarter.com

lov e tur nta ble
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Matt Bolton 
EdiTor
New editor Matt has had a 
whirlwind first issue, and 
is looking a bit dazed. He’s 
been using liberal doses of 
Zelda on Nintendo switch as 
a restorative, though that’s 
a full-time job in itself.

Claire davies 
ASSoCiATE EdiTor
Claire embraced her 
outdoorsy side with her 
feature on tech for camping 
and hiking on p76, and then 
went firmly back indoors for 
her picks for lush new home 
buys in Home Desire on p38.

Nick odantzis 
dEPUTY EdiTor
Nick’s phone-mad this issue, 
from his giant in-depth look 
at the latest releases on 
p42, to his review of the 
equally giant HTC u ultra 
on p93. At least he’s easy 
to get hold of.

russell Lewin
CoNTriBUTiNG  
oPErATioNS EdiTor
This month, Russell’s been 
in the market for a new car. 
Nick had to keep poking him 
with a broom to keep him 
away from the Golf we’re 
reviewing next issue.

duncan Bell 
LifESTYLE EdiTor, T3.CoM
Duncan has been on a fun 
toilet adventure, which you 
can read about on p27, and 
is much more hygienic than 
it sounds. He says it left 
him feeling flush, and it’s 
no flash in the pan, etc.

Andrew Westbrook
oPErATioNS EdiTor
This month, Andy has spent 
too many back-breaking hours 
getting his garden ready for 
BBQ season. The T3 digital 
edition’s new grammar tyrant 
is now eyeing up the robo 
mowers in our store room.

dan Grabham
EdiTor, T3.CoM
Dan’s also got the gardening 
bug after playing with some 
smart new stihl models with 
interchangeable batteries. 
We’ve never seen anyone 
wield a chainsaw with 
so much joy before…

 The global
 magazine 
T3 is currently licensed 
worldwide, from  
Australia to Mexico 

Get in touch to see what T3 
can do for your brand! 

Meet the team

 Tomorrow’s Technology Today,  

to give T3 its full name, was launched in 

1996 and has been helping readers select 

the right gadgets to improve their lives 

for over 20 years as a magazine (print 

and digital) and at T3.com. We’ve been 

at the heart of every shift in consumer 

technology ever since – from DVDs  

and HD TVs to smartphones and virtual 

reality. But our mission has remained  

the same throughout: to help you live  

a better life through technology, and  

to filter the latest gadgets to ensure  

you only ever buy the best of the best.

Life’s better with t3...

How to license T3
interested in publishing a licensed 
version of T3 in your territory? 
Please direct enquiries to T3’s 
senior Licensing & syndication 
Manager, Matt ellis (matt.ellis@
futurenet.com; +44 (0)1225 442244)

 AUSTrALiA  MExiCo

 Meet our 
advertising 
team

CoMMeRCiAL  
sALes DiReCToR  
CLArE doVE 
clare.dove@
futurenet.com 
+44 (0)1225 
687226
 
ACCouNT DiReCToR 
ANdrEW TiLBUrY 
andrew.tilbury@
futurenet.com, 
+44 (0)1225 
687144
 

ADveRTisiNG 
DiReCToR  
riCHArd HEMMiNGS 
richard.hemmings@
futurenet.com, 
+44 (0)1225 
687615 
 
ACCouNT DiReCToR 
CriSPiN MoLLEr 
crispin.moller@
futurenet.com, 
+44 (0)1225 
687336

Jo Gulliver 
SENior ArT EdiTor
The new head of T3’s design 
has been improving the 
process of how our custom 
tablet edition is made. 
Much like sausages, it’s 
probably best if you don’t 
know the details.

Michelle McLaren 
ArT EdiTor
Michelle got to have fun 
bonding with the £17,000 
Pepper home robot during 
our Man vs Tech photoshoot 
(p70). she’s now confident 
she’ll be spared when the 
mechanical uprising comes.



Editor’s letter

Louise Blain,  
Vr explorer
Louise is News Lead 
for our friends at 
gamesradar.com – at 
least, she is when 
she’s not exploring 
strange new worlds as 
part of reviewing the 
greatest vR setups 
for our state of the 
Art supertest on p60.

Steve May,  
AV expert
steve’s eyes are like 
a hawk’s, able to 
hunt for small prey 
hundreds of metres 
away. Fortunately for 
local rodents, this 
month he’s using his 
powers to pass 
judgement on Philips’ 
new oLeD Tv, on p94.

damian Hall,  
marathon man
Damian’s done so many 
endurance runs and 
hardcore fitness 
trials, he’s more 
running shoe than 
man. He can still 
type enough to pick 
out the best marathon 
gear for our reader’s 
build on p22.

Key contributors

Discover 
more great 
ways to  
enjoy T3…

Digital edition 

 The iPad edition of 

T3 features a raft of fresh 

content, including video 

reviews and interactive 

articles. T3 is also available 

on Android devices, and on  

your desktop via Zinio.com.

visit T3.com 
 We’ve overhauled 

T3.com – the best site for 

gadget news and reviews 

now has a great new look and 

is fully responsive, enabling 

you to enjoy it on any device.
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The one-two punch of Mobile World Congress and 
samsung’s separate launch of the Galaxy s8 mean 
that almost all of the big phone makers have a new 
showpiece out. HDR screens are the hot new thing 
on lots of handsets this year, but there’s loads 
more going on, from 4K displays to amazing new 
cameras, to beautiful button-less designs. i can’t 
wait to start putting them through their paces 
(you can expect reviews next issue).
it’s been one hell of an introduction for my 

first issue (hello!), but who’d have it any other 
way? Amazing new phones and tablets are exactly 
the kinds of thing that got me excited to be here 
in the first place. Add to that our review of a 
new console in the form of the Nintendo switch, 
great tech for outdoors adventures now that 
spring is here, and our big state of the Art test 
of the ultimate vR setups (for the inevitable 
times when spring suddenly regresses) – it all 
makes this a knock-out issue!
i really hope you enjoy it, and the other great 

features we’ve got coming up for the rest of the 
year. 2017 is already turning out to be an amazing 
year for gadget lovers!

Matt Bolton, Editor
matthew.bolton@futurenet.com
Tweet me @matthewbbolton

You wait six months for a hot 
new phone and then basically 
all of them turn up at once. 
Not that I’m complaining.

Amazing subs 
offer on   
p58

5 for £5!
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060 024

070

024	 	 GadGet	Guru 
Tech-expert Guru goes to town 
with your questions this month 
- figuratively, that is; he doesn’t 
normally like to leave his house 
full of smart tech unattended.

033	 	 t3	HOMe	
Pop goes your smart home! 
Logitech’s clever button enables 
you to turn your connected tech 
on or off with a simple press – 
no app or phone needed.

060	 	state	Of	tHe	art		
Explore another world with 
these amazing full virtual 
reality set-ups. We put the 
big three VR headsets and 
controllers to the test

070	 	 Man	Vs	tecH 
Unecessary panic time! Robots 
are taking over our homes! 
Well, they’re taking over former 
T3 editor Rob Carney’s home, at 
least. Find out what it’s like to 
live life like The Jetsons.

FeaturesContents

Get 5 issues for 
just £5 on  p58

To subscribe to T3, point your browser at 
myfavouritemagazines.co.uk, or turn to p58. 
The next issue of T3 goes on sale 12 May 2017
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010
preView 

This month we’ve got more tech 
than you can shake a connected 
stick at (no we’re not sure what 

that is either), including the 
futuristic-but-actually-exists-
now Range Rover Velar, a new 

Samsung tablet and a smart 
new security camera!

019
stYle 

Give your wrist a serious 
fashion upgrade with these 

beautiful time pieces.

022
we	can		

build	YOu... 
Want to run a marathon? 

Want to get fit? Or you just like 
the idea of wearing lycra and 

sweating profusely? Then check 
out this essential gear guide for 

people who like to leg it.

027 
talKinG	tecH 

Lav-talking expert Duncan 
Bell gets to talk toilet tech this 
month. It’s urinal you’ll ever 

need to know.

005	 GaMecHanGer
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058	 subscriptiOns
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112	 next	issue
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discOVer	tHe	best	buYinG		
Guide	KnOwn	tO	Man!

From thermostats to 
tablets, and cameras to 
cars, our pick of the very 
best tells you what to buy
Plus! T3’s £100 Hotlist
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if you’re lookinG for 
The very beST Tech 
available Today, you 
have definiTely come  
To The riGhT place. 

T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying 
guide you will ever encounter. To 
create it, we’ve ruthlessly filtered all 
the categories that count, to bring 
you rock-solid recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of elite 
gear for each of the categories 

listed below. If something’s not 
included, we don’t rate it – it’s that 
simple. Each Super Six is ranked  
in order, and the number-one 
product makes it into The Elite 
(p104), which is our pick of the 12 
best products you can buy today.

To make your next purchase as 
straightforward as possible, we’ve 
also included useful buying advice, 
and highlighted the hottest gear you 
can get for £100 and under.  

Inside
104  The elite
106  Smartphones
106  Tablets  
107  Tvs
107  Tv streamers 
108  laptops
108  cameras 

109  home audio
109  headphones
110  Smartwatches
110  fitness trackers
111  connected home
111  automotive
113  £100 hotlist

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3.com

ONly the best Of the best – lOvINgly 
curated by Our team Of tech experts

p107

Issue 268 /     
may 17

edIted by
maTT bolTon

p111

p111

p109

p106

p110

p111

p108

p109

p111

96

019

84
nintendO	switcH 
Nintendo’s latest baby hits the 
streets, but is this the gaming 
machine you’ve been looking 

for? Here’s the lowdown on the 
portable gaming console.

90
land	rOVer	
discOVerY

T3 goes to Utah to put the latest 
version of the off-roader 
through its paces. Tech 

upgrades, a new look, and 
smart driving modes make 

this one to check out.

92
pHilips	901f		
4K	Oled	tV 

Philips’ first OLED TV has been 
worth the wait, bringing not 

just astounding picture quality 
(and even great sound), but the 

magic of Ambilight, too.

96
super	six	 

It’s summer(ish), so it’s time to 
get outside and start doing 
outdoorsy, adventure-type 

things. So what better way to 
film your frolics than with a 4K 
action camera? We test the best 
and show you who’s the king.

99
apps

The best apps for working and 
playing on your smartphone.

084

Essentials
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What’s this? An SUV from the future?
While it may look like a concept car, 
this is actually the latest premium SUV 
from Land Rover. The Range Rover Velar 
is the most advanced car the British 
marque has designed. It’s packed with 
technology inside and looks super 
modern outside. There’s All Wheel Drive, 
Intelligent Driveline Dynamics and Torque 
Vectoring by Braking here, making your 
new ride a thrill.

Erm, how do you get in it?
You’ve noticed the lack of door handles? 
Yeah, they only deploy when needed – 
the rest of the time they’re flush with 
the body. Velar is the most aerodynamic 
car Land Rover has made, and that 
improves its efficiency. But we’re not 
here to talk about efficiency – spec the 
Velar with the right motor (a 3.0-litre V6 
Supercharged petrol engine) and it’ll 
become a rocket ship, accelerating 
from 0-60mph in 5.3 seconds.

And what happens when you finally 
get inside then?
You’ll be greeted by Land Rover’s 
new Touch Pro Duo infotainment 
system, comprising two ten-inch HD 

Range Rover Velar

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

touchscreens. You can use these 
two touchscreens, together with an 
optional full-colour heads-up display 
and optional Interactive Driver Display, 
to simultaneously view and interact with 
multiple features at once. For example, 
use the sat-nav on the upper screen 
while programming a seat massage on 
the lower screen.

It’ll look at home in London…
You’ll certainly see the Velar more 
around city centres than crossing 
deserts, but with a rear locking 
differential, active air suspension and 
Terrain Response 2, the Velar will find 
grip on most surfaces. 

From £44,830, landrover.co.uk

maximum conTrol
adaptive dynamics monitor 
body and steering movements 
up to 500 times a second, 
delivering a flat ride and 
optimum control. This is 
a system that intuitively 
reacts to you and the road

GeT app’d
Want to know about all of the range 
rover Velar’s controls and features? 
download the land rover iGuide app, 
which uses the latest augmented reality 
tech to explain them. The app also 
doubles as an owner’s manual



         

 Hype
range roVer Velar

may 2017  T3 1 1

driVer’S ed
Standard driver’s aids 

on the range rover Velar 
include autonomous 

emergency Braking, lane 
departure Warning, a rear 

parking aid and cruise 
control with Speed limiter 
to reduce driver fatigue

even the Velar’s steering wheel is crammed with 
tech, including controls for your media and phone

Twin touchscreens mean you’ve got a wealth of 
flexible features at your fingertips 

Vital stats
0.32
its drag coefficient – 
the most aerodynamic 
land rover ever, in fact

380pS
The power output from 
Velar’s supercharged 
V6 petrol engine

1,600W
The power of 

the Signature 
Sound System

Two
The number of 10-
inch touchscreens 
inside the Velar

Ultra-modern 
features come 
to a classic, and 
with style.
nick odanTziS, depuTy ediTor

Get 5 issues of T3 for just £5! See p58
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vital stats
0.7mm
The diameter of the S 
Pen’s tip – it’s narrower 
for greater precision

6000mAh
The size of the battery, 
which has a fast 
charging function

9.7 inches
The size of the Galaxy 

Tab S3’s Super 
AMOLED display

Four
The number of speakers 

found inside this 
compact tablet

TruE TO LiFE
HDr video content is supported 
by the Tab S3, bringing content 
to life with vivid colours. You 
can enjoy up to 12 hours of 
video playback per full charge, 
too, so you’ll have more than 
enough juice for big commutes

SuPEr SnAPS
The Galaxy Tab S3 
has a 13MP rear 

camera with auto 
focus, plus a 5MP 
front camera for 
video calls and 
selfies. images, 
movies and games 
will look ace on 
that sleek, Super 

AMOLED display 

What do we have here, T3?
Why, it’s Samsung’s update to the 
ageing Tab S2. The Galaxy Tab S3 
features significantly updated 
specs, a HDR screen and all-new pro 
accessories. It’s Samsung’s rival to 
the iPad Pro and we think it’s got legs.

Can I draw on it, like it’s some kind 
of expensive notepad?
Yep. The Tab S3 comes with an updated, 
ballpoint-style S Pen. It measures 9.4mm 
in diameter and features a narrow, 0.7mm 
tip for accurate, more natural writing 
and sketching. The S Pen doesn’t need 
to be charged to work. either. If bashing 
on keys is more your thing, the Tab S3 
has an optional Pogo keyboard.

Is this a good option for commuting?
The Tab S3 is ideal for working on the fly. 
It has a feature called Samsung Flow 
that helps you wirelessly ‘tether’ 
compatible devices, so you can 
transfer documents from your 
smartphone to the tablet. It also syncs 
message notifications so you can stay 
on top of messages when working.

And what about play-time?
The Tab S3 is a well-rounded media 
tablet, too, thanks to its 9.7-inch HDR 
screen and four stereo speakers, tuned 
by AKG to produce distortion-free audio. 
Inside the tablet is a Snapdragon 820 
processor, promising 3x faster graphics 
performance over the previous model, 
so movies and gaming are a no-brainer.

Sweet! When can I buy it?
The Samsung Galaxy Tab S3 is out now. 

Samsung Galaxy Tab S3
£599, samsung.com/uk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Vital stats
4GB
The internal storage 
available for keeping 
music on the watch

40g
The Watch 2’s weight 
(minus the strap). 
The Classic weighs 47g

326PPI
The resolution 
of the 1.2-inch 
AMOLED display

1.1GHz
The Watch 2 is 

powered by a speedy 
Qualcomm processor

 Hype
PREVIEW

From €329 (£285), huawei.com

Turn BACk TIME
Switching to ‘watch’ mode 
limits the Huawei Watch 2 
to just step counting and 
displaying the time. The 
result is a tasty timepiece 
that lasts up to 25 days 
per full charge

Huawei Watch 2

My Huawei Watch 1 is pretty badass. 
Why should I upgrade?
You’ll dig the features of Huawei’s 
sporty second-gen smartwatch 
– there’s also a stylish Classic 
option if you prefer something 
more traditional. An abrasion- 
and water-resistant ceramic bezel 
and Corning Gorilla Glass face helps 
the Watch 2 withstand punishment, 
whether you’re sweating it out 
in the gym or boardroom.

So the Watch 2 can help me train?
You bet! Beneath the bezel you’ll 
find a mountain of fitness-tracking 
tech, including a three-axis 
gyroscope and compass, 
barometer, GPS and heart-rate 
sensor. All that adds up to live GPS 
mapping, heart-rate monitoring and 
coaching. There’s also an offline 
music function piping your playlists 
to your wireless earphones.

Will it still work without my phone?
Oh yes. Opt for Huawei’s 4G model 
and you can receive messages 
and calls wherever you go.

So what’s powering it?
A Qualcomm processor, plus the 
new Android Wear 2.0 OS features 
a slick new interface, better iPhone 
integration and the ability to run 
apps natively, plus it puts Google 
Assistant and Android Pay directly 
on your wrist.  

When can I strap one on?
The Huawei Watch 2 is available 
this month.

SIzE MATTErS
The Watch 2 is a smidge 

larger than its predecessor, 
but also a few grams lighter, 

so there’s no noticeable 
difference on the wrist
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Come on, T3. Commuter bikes are 
hardly high tech.
Alright, keep your wiggo on! The 
Model 1C City Crossover bike 
features lots of cutting-edge 
smarts, actually. For starters, 
you can ditch those battery-
gobbling lights – built-in fork 
and frame lights engage 
automatically when it gets dark 
and charge via a dynamo hub in 
the front wheel, as does the 
on-board computer.

vital stats
11
The gears at your 
disposal, courtesy of the 
Shimano Alfine rear hub 

11.3kg
The weight 
of the Model 1C 
(Medium size)

2.4
The size, in inches, of 
the Model 1C’s built-in 

LCD TFT screen

7005
The aluminium alloy 

used to construct the 
lightweight frame

ALL-in-one
no need for extra lights, 
a bell, bike computer or 
alarm – everything is built 
into the Volata Model 1C’s 
slick and sturdy aluminium 
alloy frame

ChAnging geAr
got some spare cash? Upgrade 
the bike with optional extras 

including front and rear 
fenders for winter rides, 
or a stylish carrier rack 

and expandable bag to help 
spread your load

Computer you say? Tell me more.
At the heart of the Model 1C is a 
powerful digital nerve centre, 
packed with native apps for 
weather, directions and more. 
Internal GPS monitors your speed, 
distance and route on every ride, 
with Bluetooth connectivity 
keeping you up-to-date with 
incoming smartphone notifications.

Wow. Any other bling worth  
shouting about?

Aside from the premium 7005 
aluminium alloy frame and carbon 
forks, a near-silent belt drive and 
internal gear hub system puts 
an end to greasy chains and 
mechanical issues. Shimano Di2 
electronic shifting makes gear 
changes a breeze. 

Surely this is a bike thief’s dream?
They could try! Thanks to the Model 
1C’s anti-theft system a motion 
detector will sense suspicious 

activity, an alarm will sound and 
you’ll receive a text. If some toerag 
has made off with your wheels, the 
GPS locator will tell you (and the 
police) where they’re heading.

When can I get one?
Volata is taking pre-orders for the 
Model 1C now. You know what to do.

Volata Model 1C
From €2,499 (£2,165), volatacycles.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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What am I looking at, T3?
This is D-Link’s new Full HD, Wi-Fi home security 
camera. It’s special because it’s one of the first 
cameras to support Apple HomeKit. The Omna has 
a 180-degree lens, too, enabling it to view more 
of the room it’s surveying. Don’t worry about any 
warping from the wide-eye lens – D-Link’s 
de-warping tech means any recorded video is 
crystal clear when you view it.

Where does it save the footage?
While a lot of Wi-Fi cameras store footage 
in the cloud, requiring you to take out a 
subscription service, the Omna saves footage, 
including motion detection-triggered video clips 
and pre-event snapshots, onto a microSD card 
(up to 128GB).

And it works with Apple HomeKit?
The Omna is one of the first cameras to be 
supported in this way, so it will play nice with 
other HomeKit devices. For example, if the 
camera senses movement when you’re home 
it can automatically turn the lights on. If it 
senses movement when you’re on holiday it will 
sound an alarm. 

What else does it do?
The Omna packs infrared LEDs for night vision 
duty, enabling you see up to five metres away 
in complete darkness. It also features a 
microphone and speaker for listening and 
two-way audio purposes.

Cool. When can I buy this?
The D-Link Omna 180 Cam HD is available to buy 
now from apple.com. 

vital stats
1920 x 1080
The omna records in 
Full hD for sharp, 
detailed images

128gB
Add a microSD card to 
store your videos on and 
access whenever you need

180 degrees
The wide-angle lens 
sees more than most 

other cameras

Five metres
The distance those 

infrared LeDs enable 
you to see in darkness

24/7 preSenCe
With omna, you can maintain a 

permanent watch over your home 
regardless of where you are 

in the world. Listen to what’s 
happening at home, and speak 
to whoever’s in your house, 
using the omna’s built-in 

microphone and speaker

The hoMe gUArD
The camera works with 
other Apple homeKit 

devices so it can turn 
on lights, change 

the temperature and 
sound alarms when 

motion is detected. 
You have the option of 
setting commands for 

the camera via Apple’s 
home app in ioS 10 or 

D-Link’s omna app

D-Link Omna 180 cam
£199.95, dlink.com/uk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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So, is this a new iPad Air? Mini? Pro?
None of the above! This new 
low-cost iPad finally starts 
simplifying the names of Apple’s 
tablets by replacing the Air models. 
So it now goes iPad Mini > iPad > 
iPad Pro. Make sense?

More than it did before, sure. 
What’s changed here, then?
There are three main new things. 
First is the cost – Apple has 
slashed the starting price of its 
9.7-inch tablets to £339 for the 

32GB model, or £429 for a 128GB 
one. Next is the processor, which is 
an A9 chip – better than the A8X in 
the iPad Air 2, but not quite as fast 
as the A9X in the iPad Pro models. 
And then there’s the body, which is 
(unusually for Apple) thicker than 
the Air 2. In fact, we’ve basically got 
the original iPad Air’s shape here. 

Sound like two steps forward and 
one step back.
Well, maybe a few extra steps 
forward, since it has a new brighter 

screen (helping its visibility in 
sunlight) and keeps the Air 2’s  
Touch ID home button despite going 
back to the first Air’s chassis.

The iPad Air 2 is T3’s king of tablets. 
Will this be a worthy heir?
We’ll find out soon, but it looks 
the part! Faster than the Air 2, a 
brighter screen, a bigger battery 
(see below), cheaper… and only 32g 
heavier for all that. Plus, you can 
get that juicy 128GB of storage for 
a reasonable upgrade price at last! 

If you want a tablet to keep around 
the house, it looks perfect.

Okay, I’m in. When’s it out?
Right now! It comes in gold, silver 
or Space Grey finishes (only the 
Space Grey option has a black 
front), with Wi-Fi-only or 
4G-capable models available.

vital stats
32/128GB
The iPad comes in two 
capacities: cheap 32GB 
or 128GB for £90 more

469g
It’s also a little 
heavier than the 
Air 2, which was 437g

A9
The fast A9 processor 
is almost as good as 

the iPad Pro’s A9X

7.5mm 
The new iPad is thicker 
than the iPad Air 2 it 

replaces (6.1mm)

BrIGhTen uP
The screen is the same 
resolution as the Air 
2, but is brighter. It 
doesn’t have the wide 
colour display of the 

Pros, though, sadly 

BATTery BeAsT
The new iPad packs 
in a 32.4-watt-hour 
battery, which is 
bigger than the 
27.5-watt-hour in 
the 9.7-inch iPad Pro 
– this should mean 
huge battery life

 Apple iPad
£339, apple.com/uk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Searching for a new watch? We’ve 
rounded up some of the best watches 
you can buy this month, in a range of 
prices and styles – from vintage-
looking timepieces to sportier numbers

 time 
after time

01 SWatch NerameNte
New for this year, the Neramente 
chronograph has a playful glow-in-the-
dark function and follows a minimalist 
design with crisp, clean lines. This simple 
Swatch is water resistant to 30 metres 
and has a sun-brushed, silver dial with 
SuperLuminova printed hands and 
chronograph sub-dials. The entire look is 
pulled together by a polished, stainless 
steel bezel and black silicone strap.
£92, shop.swatch.com

02 thomaS Sabo rebel 
With Karma
Bring some good karma your way with 
this striking Quartz movement watch, 
designed with an on-trend grey leather, 
vintage-style strap. The fashionable 
strap colour carries over to the sweeping 
sunray dial and is partnered with an 
eye-catching stainless steel 
‘Kathmandu’ crown. Hardened, non-
reflecting mineral glass with sapphire 
coating on the watch face keeps 
scratches and scuffs to a minimum.
£225, thomassabo.com/GB

01

02

04

03

03 ViVieNNe WeStWood 
meN’S hampStead
Available with a tan stitched-leather 
strap (pictured) or with a navy or black 
croc leather strap, the Hampstead watch 
with cushion-shaped case and contour 
lugs takes inspiration from Swiss luxury 
watches of the 1940s. A two-layer dial 
with chequered motif and vintage Arabic 
numbers is surrounded by a chapter ring 
with tachymeter markings and finished 
with the Vivienne Westwood Orb.
£355, watchshop.com

04 pulSar m-Sport 
accelerator chroNograph
One for motorsports enthusiasts… This 
limited edition watch with split-time 
function pays tribute to the spirit of the 
M-Sport World Rally Team. With a 
stainless steel casing, a water resistant 
body and stitch-leather strap (black or 
blue), Pulsar’s chronograph keeps time in 
a stylish way. There’s a solar charging 
function, plus a tachymeter on the dial 
ring to help you measure speed.
£195, pulsarwatches-europe.com
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We pick six gadgets to help you ace  
the whole 26.2-mile distance

   A mArAthon 
runner’s kit

 01Salomon FaST  
WinG HZ SS Tee 

A t-shirt may not seem like the most 
crucial piece of kit, but sweating too 
much could lead to chafes and possibly 
cramps, so it pays to pick wisely. 
Salomon’s high-tech Fast Wing Tee is a 
cracking combination of breathability, 
comfort and style. 4Way Stretch Aero 
soft-knit fabric makes the material 
super-comfy and it moves with, rather 
than against, your body. 
£50, salomon.com

 02STryd
This waterproof, seven-gram, 

carbon-fibre power pod attaches to 
shoelaces and acts like a race timer. It 
measures performance, technique, 
muscle strength and condition, plus the 
external environment – the end-game 
being greater running efficiency. The 
package includes programmes based on 
training zones and are determined via a 
series of running tests, so there’s no 
need for a lactic threshold test. 
£165, stryd.com

 03CompreSSSporT run 
CompreSSion SHorTS

This relatively small amount of cloth 
utilises 11 types of technology. The 
shorts have been designed to micro-
massage your legs with muscle-
targeted compression, act as shock 
absorbers, activate blood-flow, align 
your posture, pull thermoregulation 
duty, and, of course, deliver some much 
under-rated “exceptional groin support”. 
£78, compressport.com

 04Jabra SporT pulSe 
SpeCial ediTion 

HeadpHoneS
As well as zoning out to some Hanson 
while you munch up the miles, these 
earphones are the first to be able to 
measure your VO2 max. Your body’s 
ability to utilise oxygen as you run is 
crucial data, as that pretty much 
determines what marathon PB you’re 
capable of.
£129.99, jabra.co.uk

 05Garmin Fenix 5
As well as the usual superb GPS 

capabilities, the Fenix now boasts a 
wrist-based heart rate monitor. The 
VO2 max estimator is also useful and, 
coupled with the Garmin’s Race 
Predictor feature, can estimate your 
finish time for that debut marathon. 
Functional Threshold Power (FTP) and 
Lactate Threshold will also aid your 
training programme, while Advanced 
Metrics compare your current condition 
to your average fitness level, running 
cadence and stride length. 
£499.99, buy.garmin.com

 06inov-8  
roadTalon 240 

Popular British brand Inov-8 is famed 
for its off-road running shoes with 
incomparable grip, but it makes brilliant 
road shoes, too. The Roadtalon 240 are 
deliciously light, making you feel nimble 
and fast on race day. They’re also 
thrillingly flexible and responsive, 
adapting to your natural movement. 
£100, inov-8.com

t h e r e a de r t h e e x pe rt

Callum lewis
 Inspired by the 2017 London 

Marathon, T3 reader Callum is looking to 
make the jump from 5K-completer to 
marathon runner. He’s looking for the 
best health and fitness tech to help him.

damian Hall
 Outdoor and fitness journalist Damian 

has represented Great Britain at 
ultramarathon running and has a 
marathon PB of 2:40. His new book, 
A Year On The Run, is out now.

Super dry
advancedSkin activedry Technology 
pushes any moisture to the 
material’s surface where it 
evaporates, keeping you dry.  
The half zip offers additional 
body temperature control.

01

We cAn build you…
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“With the right kit 
and data, it’s much 
easier to manage the 
miles and set a time 
you’ll be proud of”
damian Hall

belT up
The v-shape belt design 
offers comfort to abdominal 
muscles and supports them 
by absorbing shocks in the 
lower back. The v-shape is 
designed to prevent any 
pressure on the stomach, 
as well.

Find your STride
The Stryd power pod records vertical 
oscillation and Ground Contact Time, which 
no GpS watch can do, and there’s data for leg 
spring/stiffness – stats that could improve 
your running technique and performance.

pump up THe volume
as well as measuring vo2 
max, an orthostatic Heart 

rate Test detects if you’re 
overtraining or stressed, 
and a resting Heart rate 

Test helps understand your 
base fitness level. 

ToWer oF poWer
inov-8’s powerFlow 
tech delivers ten 
per cent better 

shock absorption and 
15 per cent better 

energy return through 
the midsole. The 

adapterweb met-cradle 
adapts to the runner’s 
natural movement and 
swelling of the foot 

in motion. 

on THe run
The Garmin Fenix 5 enables 

you to compete against 
others on Strava live 

Segments, send alerts for 
segment starts and finishes, 

and view leaderboard rankings. 
other metrics include a Stress 
Score, measuring stress level 
based on heart rate, vertical 

oscillation and ratio or ground 
contact time and balance, all 

improving efficiency.

03

02

04

05

06
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 send your questions to: inbox@t3.com or facebook.com/T3mag 

above FYI, if 
you do see smoke 
coming from your 
phone, maybe take 
it out of your 
pocket. Quickly
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You’d expect Guru’s position 

as a noted conspiracy 

perpetrator to place him 

firmly on board with the 

notion of planned obsolescence – 

the theory that devious engineers in 

device manufacturer labs squirrel bits 

of code into newer operating systems 

in order to cripple older devices and 

force a hardware upgrade. There’s 

probably a tiny shred of meat on that 

bone, but Guru is sure the practice is 

not as deliberate as it may seem. 

Software progresses as hardware 

progresses, this is a fundamental fact. 

Users, though, want all the latest 

whizz-pop features without shelling 

out. Manufacturers acquiesce in order 

to deflect the cursing that comes from 

‘dropping support’ of relatively young 

devices, and sluggishness ensues. “The 

LG G4 and V10 will receive Android 

Nougat after all,” crows a headline on 

Guru’s newsreader, almost as if the 

universe were suggesting that GaGu 

use facts to back up his belligerent 

ranting. Let’s see how that upgrade 

of two-year-old tech goes...

So really, it’s your fault for wanting 

nice things. Consider planned 

obsolescence away from the closed 

ecosystem of Apple phones, too. 

What’s the guarantee that a Samsung 

user is going to jump to another 

Samsung handset when there’s a world 

of alternative Android devices 

available? Purposefully giving users an 

unpleasant experience is bad business.

On to your precise problem. It’s 

definitely a software thing, probably 

caused by a newer version of your 

phone’s OS, so check your phone 

maker’s website and any associated 

forums to see if there’s a way you 

can downgrade. If not, you’ve likely 

bogged down the phone with apps 

and the like. Progress through these 

steps until you see results: delete some 

apps; back up your personal files and 

perform a reset of your system files; 

double-check that backup and do a 

full factory reset. Or just buy yourself a 

new phone – you know you want to.

Guru, my phone is much 
too slow. Help!

mark lowdon, sunnIsIde

“soFTware progresses as 
hardware progresses. users, 
Though, wanT all The laTesT 
FeaTures wIThouT shellIng ouT”

This issue

A

t3’s nutty professor of tech is 
utterly bonkers for bluetooth

my phone is much too slow! 
Can I automate my lights? 
how can I get better sound on dlsr videos? 
do you know any humane pest solutions? 
Can I get sat-nav directions on my bike?
help me stop procastinating online!
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Different DSLRs offer 

different levels of 

connectivity, so Guru can’t 

guarantee this will work on 

every single body, but you should be 

able to connect an external microphone 

to replace the entirely cursory example 

that’s tucked in there by default. The 

best microphones are active and 

require power, although the likes of the 

Rode VideoMic Pro (£209) – a proper 

shotgun mic which sits in your flash 

shoe – include their own power source. 

On the other hand, the lower-end 

VideoMic Go (£69, and Guru 

recommends the hilariously-named 

£22 DeadCat Go wind shield to go with 

it) demands at least 2.5v from your 

camera’s audio port. This extra drain 

may cut your potential filming time 

significantly, so grab a couple more 

charged batteries. Don’t discount the 

concept of recording audio separately 

and dubbing it on later, either; a 

Zoom H1 field recorder (£90) and a 

reasonably-priced clip-on lavalier mic 

– the Fomito A-lav at £30, perhaps – 

could be just the ticket.

gadgeT guru’s magIC box

Um, yes? Basic automation 

of lights is a thing, as Guru 

has been attempting to 

explain to the terrified 

members of his village council for 

some years. Motion sensors on 

outdoor security lights, clicky plug-in 

lamp timers so that GaGu Senior can 

pretend to watching burglars that he’s 

not on his seventh holiday this year, 

ambient light sensing that switches on 

outdoor lights at entirely the wrong 

time of day, that sort of thing. Getting 

hold of basic automated lighting is 

easy, and it’s rarely difficult to set up.

But the modern technologist 

prefers to do things in a slightly cooler 

way. Take, for instance, Guru’s 

moderately-creepy Philips Hue-infused 

hallways, which gently spin up a nice 

ambient light as you walk through 

them, as if a luminous spectre is 

following you to the loo. He merely 

installed a few Hue bulbs (a two-bulb 

starter set with the controller should 

set you back about £60), a couple of 

Hue Motion Sensors (£35 each) and 

did a bit of software fiddling with 

Philips’ excellent app. 

Take things one step further, why 

don’t you: integrate a lighting system 

like Hue or Belkin’s WeMo (£25 per 

bulb) with If This Then That (ifttt.com) 

and you can pull off stacks of state-

based actions. Why not trigger your 

lights the instant your phone hits Wi-Fi 

range of your house, or switch them all 

off when you leave home? How about 

performing complex poltergeisty lamp 

flickers to spook house guests at the 

push of a button even if you’re 

hundreds of miles away? Heck, why 

not have a coloured bulb (the Hue 

Bloom mood light is around £50) 

change to a deep red when you have 

unread messages? Even if you don’t 

fancy getting special lights – Guru 

won’t tell the authorities if you’re 

clinging on to an ageing incandescent 

bulb – you can pull off the trick on any 

old lamp by employing a WeMo Switch 

(£40) or similar.

Can I automate my lights? 
sTuarT braIlsFord, whITleY baY

How can I get 
better sound 
on my DSLR 
videos?

TIm johnson, geneva

above our vision 
of low-quality 
audio cannot be 
unseen, sadly…

A

A
Never let it be said that Guru doesn’t enjoy the finer 

things in life, and with a relaxation of the purse 

strings from the family bursar he’s been splashing 

out a little. Beginning, despite GaGu’s usual disgust 

for hipster reboots of old formats, with a nice record 

player. Sony’s PS-HX500 (RRP £400, but you can 

find it for £100 less) fits the bill nicely: a beautiful 

angular black turntable, with the ability to record 

hi-res rips directly to a PC, it both allows Guru to 

enjoy his crackly old collection and safely box it 

away once everything is sufficiently digitised. 

You may crow all you like about Guru tearing the 

soul out of his music, since he’s also safely ensconced 

in his fancy wooden Symphonized Magnum 

headphones (£59.99), enjoying the natural 

over-bassy reverberation that comes from having 

bits of ex-tree 

placed over one’s 

ears. They’re comfy 

and reasonably 

priced, make your 

music sound madly 

fat, and the split 

headband means 

there’s no single 

pressure point on the 

top of the head. 

Next on the list is 

some kind of lurid 

spectrum analyser, 

though – beyond 

suspect-looking eBay 

imports – Guru has yet 

to find one. Do let 

GaGu know if you see anything that doesn’t look like 

it’s going to immediately explode upon powering up.

Away from audio, at least sort of, Guru has been 

searching for the clickiest keyboard he can find. 

While he does, of course, scream the words of these 

pages at the top of his lungs as they’re being written, 

punishing the neighbours with the hailstorm rattle of 

Cherry MX Blue microswitches seems like the thing 

to do. And so the mechanical red-LED form of 

G-Skill’s RIPJAWS KM570 (£129.99) has landed on 

Guru’s desk, and, happily, it’s noisier than a bunch of 

live ammunition chucked in a microwave. If you’re 

feebly tippy-tapping on the likes of Apple’s wimpy 

Magic Keyboard (£99) as GaGu was, a serious set of 

keys makes a huge difference even if you never use it 

to play a single game. See more on p108.
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“You Could send The InFo To 
Your smarTwaTCh IF You don’T 
mInd peerIng aT mInIsCule 
TexT aT an InTerseCTIon”

Crowd-Funded

pebbY

Know this: GaGu is never 

humane. He is barely 

human, if you ask Mrs Guru. 

And there’s a big problem 

with the idea of humane pest control: 

basically, unless you’re willing to sit 

vigilantly, watching your sticky pads, 

waiting for a bite, there’s a good 

chance your methods will not be 

pleasant for your victim.

May Guru instead offer some 

deterrents? PestBye Advanced Whole 

House Mouse Repellant (£20) fires out 

110dB ultrasonic sound waves to 

properly infuriate the little blighters, 

and should cover a four-bedroom 

abode. Plug one in outdoors, too, if 

you have the facilities. Alternatively, 

try essential oils like peppermint or, if 

you’re being troubled by spiders, lemon. Help me stop 
procrastinating 
online!Can I get sat-

nav directions 
on my bike?

Do you know 
any humane 
pest solutions?

whaT Is ThIs?
It’s a kind-of-charming app-
controlled robotic pet entertainment 
sphere. Woof woof.

er, whaT? 
Rather than trying to spin any 
flowery words around this, let Guru 
be direct. Pebby is a ball. In the 
$200/£165 ball is some electronics: 
a teeny Intel Edison computer, a 
camera, a battery, an inductive 
charger, some motors, a laser, a 
speaker, a mic, and more. Leave it at 
home with a lonely pet and you’ll be 
able to see them, hear them, send 
them sounds, and generally annoy 
the bejesus out of them by sending 
Pebby whizzing around like a 
beheaded BB-8, shining its eye-safe 
laser as it goes.

ThaT sounds preTTY neaT!
It certainly sounds very ambitious. 
There’s also a collar which allows 
you to track your pet’s activity, with 
an eight day battery so you can 
learn just how lazy they really are. 
The main ball bit is juiced up by a 
Roomba-style charging dock (the 
‘kennel’), and automatically docks 
itself when you drive it near enough, 
and it can send you messages when 
your pet gives the ball a nudge or 
starts barking. If you tire of your 
pet’s new ability to hassle you at 
work, Pebby can also be put into an 
exhaustive automated play mode.

anY downsIdes?
While the whole thing is clad in 
waterproof, transparent, tough- 
as-nails polycarbonate, GaGu 
expects that Pebby might not last 
particularly long faced with an 
especially enthusiastic, determined 
and toothy hound. Buy it for your 
cat, on the other hand, and you face 
the very real possibility of your 
incredibly expensive toy being 
instantly disregarded in favour of 
a discarded sweet wrapper. 

how dId IT do?
Guru caught Pebby on day one, and 
it had already blasted through its 
$50,000 goal. This is definitely no… 
pet project.

Obviously Guru would love 

to come to yours with his 

too-small lycra shorts and 

instructor’s whistle to chivvy 

you on and get those tasks completed, 

but you’re going to need something 

other than your weak willpower and an 

inappropriately-dressed mentor to 

break that cycle of work and reward. 

GaGu’s top pick is Freedom (freedom.

to), a habit-forming blocker of 

distracting websites that works across 

iOS, macOS and Windows. Set your 

work schedule, lock down your 

devices, and it’ll ensure you steer clear 

of Facebook searching for cat memes. 

It’s possible to hack out a 

solution using your phone – 

turn it up loud and stick it in 

your breast pocket, use some bone 

conduction headphones, strap it to 

your handlebars with a mounting kit 

like Tigra’s BikeConsole (around £48, 

depending on handset) – but that’s 

really not ideal. You could also send 

the relevant info to your smartwatch, 

if you don’t mind prioritising peering 

at miniscule text over navigating 

traffic at an intersection.

Better, if you really need it, to invest 

in a device that’s designed for the 

purpose. Garmin’s waterproof Edge 

820 (£352) is small, light at 68g, and 

combines navigation with all the 

cycling metrics you could ever need.

barneY nIChol, 
pImlICo

above “Come 
play with us! 
You know you 
want to!”

john powell, 
wolverhampTon

Don’t miss another  
instalment of the  

legendary Gadget Guru! 

SubScribe
today!

See p58

donna o’neIll, 
brIsTol
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t’s a terrible world we live 

in, isn’t it readers? War, 

terror, corruption, a 

President made of sweaty, 

orange putty. These are GRIM TIMES.

But do you know what keeps me 

happy amidst all the travails? Toilets. 

As a British person, I find khazis almost 

endlessly hilarious. I expect you do too!

For reasons I’ll come to shortly, I 

recently was speaking to some leading 

members of the interior design press. 

They actually get to go to press 

conferences for sinks and baths and 

taps and toilets. At a recent one, a new 

loo was announced, with great fanfare. 

All the European journalists sat 

solemnly nodding and scribbling notes 

saying things like “dual flush – v good” 

and “heated seat”. 

Meanwhile, in the British part of 

the room, they were all prodding each 

other, chortling like excited goats, 

making fart noises and shouting 

“Bum!” when the CEO wasn’t looking.

That’s what tech is for, really. I’ve 

given up on it bringing about some kind 

of connected, hippy utopia. But it can 

still bring gaiety and a daily dose of pep.

This month I saw, for British people, 

what must be the ultimate jollity-

enducing gadget: a ‘smart toilet’. 

It was just part of the future of home 

plumbing, and let me tell ya: that future 

is safe, filtered, carbonated and clean.

Sink piece
So, this month, I found myself at 

Europe’s premier plumbing and 

sanitation-related show: ISH, which 

stands for International Something 

Something. I never did find out. 

ISH is in Frankfurt and it’s like the 

Geneva Motorshow of taps, sinks, 

baths, showers and toilets – all the 

hottest new en suite advancements are 

on show. And it is HUGE. Hall after vast 

hall is stuffed with the most beautiful 

sinks, baths, and other ceramic wares. 

This was great, if overwhelming. 

And perhaps, after the 17th hour of 

walking around, just a tad samey. 

However, there were also some truly 

awe-inspiring slivers of digital tech 

in this otherwise analogue world.

All of these came courtesy of 

German brand Grohe. It was actually 

Grohe who had invited me out there, 

so clearly it knows what I like.

First up was Sense Guard, a smart 

sensor that can actually shut off your 

mains supply in the event of a leak – 

a rare example of a smart home device 

that’s genuinely useful. 

Even better was Blue, a tap that 

dispenses chilled, filtered, carbonated 

water, with an app that tells you when 

it’s time to buy a new filter. Blue is 

genius in terms of both home comfort 

and the fine art of selling you stuff.

Also on show: a ridiculously massive 

shower head with a Bang & Olufsen 

stereo built into it, and disco lights. 

wildly at expressions such as ‘triple 

vortex flush’ – “one yank, gone!” as Alan 

Partridge once said – ‘anti-bacterial 

spray nozzle’ and ‘Lady ShowerTM’. Yes, 

naturlich, there are “separate arms for 

female and rear sprays”.  

Now let me talk you through more 

of what this thing can do, readers.

As you approach the Arena, it softly 

glows, so you can find it in the dark, 

and – as if your bathroom were 

attended by an overly helpful ghost – 

the lid rises of its own accord!

You can then go on to raise the seat, 

if you’re a gentleman, via the connected 

app. Meanwhile the toilet moistens its 

interior – so that nothing untoward can 

stick to the AquaCeramicsTM porcelain 

(slogan: “Clean for 100 years!”), and 

starts its own extraction fan, to suck 

away odour.

Your settings for pressure, feel and 

temperature of the cleaning sprays can 

also be set in the app, and used on any 

other Sensia Arena in the world. 

So now if you’re the type of guy who 

is always on the ro-ooo-oad, wherever 

you lay your crap, that’s your home.

If this isn’t the greatest use of tech – 

and the best way to spend 15 minutes at 

a trade show – EVER, then frankly, 

readers, I don’t know what is.

It’s like the Geneva 
Motorshow of taps, 
sinks, baths, showers 
and toilets

I

And then there was… The Sensia 

Arena. That may sound like a concert 

venue, but it is in fact an app-controlled 

smart toilet that blows water and hot 

air up your bum. Yes, the Japanese have 

had such things for years, but this is 

specifically for the European market. 

It is a wonder of modern tech, for 

sure, but mainly, at ISH, it was an 

unmissable opportunity for me to 

have all the features explained by a 

completely straight-faced salesman. 

Meanwhile, I tried to avoid cackling 

Duncan Bell  
is on the loo
I’ve seen the future… and it has an app and 
blows water and hot air up your arse

OPINION
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6

s hoppi n g
Forget the groceries – this is the stuff  

you really need in your basket…

 1
McIntosh MB50 

 Kick out the jams 

with McIntosh’s high-

performance audio 

player. The MB50 has 

built-in support for 

streaming from Spotify, 

Tidal, Deezer and other 

services, delivering 

impressive sound thanks 

to DTS Play-Fi tech for 

wireless audio control 

and playback.

£2,750,  

mcintoshlabs.com 

BelkIn Boost 
Up wIreless 
chargIng pad 

 Ditch your spaghetti 

junction of charging 

cables and dot a few of 

Belkin’s 5W wireless 

charging pads around 

your house. The Boost 

Up works with Qi-

certified phones, tablets 

and accessories, and has 

a Thermal Protection 

Sensor to prevent 

overheating. 

£59.99, belkin.com/uk

02

pIng gps locator 
 Whether you’re 

searching for something 

that’s next door or 

3,000 miles away, the 

Ping GPS Locator and 

app will find it – as long 

as you’ve attached a 

Ping GPS, cellular and 

Bluetooth tracker to 

said item, of course!

$99 (£82),  

pinggps.com

 04

03

Under arMoUr geMInI 3
 Support your feet with UA’s new 

lightweight shoe, designed with a SpeedForm 

construction that moulds to you for a 

precision fit. Engineered mesh on the tongue 

and toe box increases ventilation, with 

Charged Cushioning midsoles delivering 

enhanced energy return.

£110, underarmour.co.uk

05

AoC Agon Ag352UCg 
 Enhance your gaming 

experience with a glorious, 
35-inch curved gaming 
monitor. Developed for more 
immersive gaming, this ultra 
wide 3440 x 1440 res screen 
utilises Nvidia G-Sync tech and 
a 100Hz refresh rate to ensure 
smooth, lag-free play.
£799, aocgaming.com

google pIxel BlUe
 Google’s modern classic 

gets better with this limited 

edition metallic Really Blue 

version, now hitting select 

online retailers. The Pixel’s 

all-day battery life is primed 

for heavy use, and the 13MP 

camera with phase detection 

is onboard to capture 

Instagram-worthy selfies.

From £599.99, 

carphonewarehouse.com
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peUgeot MIcro e-kIck 
 Beat the daily commute with Peugeot Design Lab’s 

lightweight (8.5kg), folding hybrid scooter, powered by a 

rechargeable (within 60 minutes) 500Wh lithium-ion battery. 

Want to use it sans power? Step on the brake three times to 

switch off the motor. 

£899.95, micro-scooters.co.uk

MMt e-strap 
 Make your analogue 

watch smart with this 

connected buckle 

extension. An ideal gift 

for tinkerers or those 

looking to add smarts to 

their ‘dumb’ watch, the 

E-Strap, in conjunction 

with the MMT app, 

delivers activity 

tracking, smart sleep 

alarms and more.

From $199 (£159),  

mmt.ch/new/e-strap

proMIxx MIIxr+ 
 Charge your phone 

while blending a protein 

shake with this mixer-

meets-USB charger, 

powered by Vortex 

tech. Charge the MiiXR+ 

at home, then use it to 

blend drinks at the gym 

and juice up your phone 

on the go.

£44.99, promixx.com

Moleskin by Bric Laptop Briefcase  
 On the inside of this water-repellent 

briefcase you’ll find dedicated 
pockets for your tablet and (15-inch) 
laptop, plus other snugs for stashing 
tech and stationary. Be sure to 
remove the name tag before use – 
you don’t wanna be that guy.
£295, houseoffraser.co.uk

TomTom Touch Cardio 
 Give your health a  

boost with TomTom’s new 
entry-level fitness tracker. 
Available in four colours 
and packaged with a 
customisable strap, the 
Touch Cardio counts steps 
and distance covered, 
monitors your heart rate 
and analyses your body 
composition.
£89.99, tomtom.com

08

10 11

 shoppIng

09
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12
nUU x5 

 Frequent travellers will love this multi-

SIM capable Android Nougat phone that 

automatically activates the Nuu X5’s built-in 

Konnect roaming services (via a companion 

app) when abroad. International calls are 

made over Wi-Fi without the use of apps 

like Skype.

£199.99, nuumobile.com

rUn angel 
 This safety-first sports bracelet has a 

built-in 120dB alarm to scare off attackers. 

When it sounds, Run Angel sends (via your 

phone’s Bluetooth) an SOS text to your listed 

emergency contact, showing the date, time 

and location of where the offending alarm 

was triggered.

£85, runangel.com

dUBleUp 
 Wave goodbye to 

bulky power banks that 

weigh you down – this 

credit card-sized beauty 

has a 1280mAh 

capacity, which is ample 

for charging your dying 

smartphone. An LED 

power indicator on the 

Dubleup’s display 

indicates how much 

juice is left.

$59 (£47), dubleup.com 

 14

13

logItech ZerotoUch 
 Take a road trip with 

Alexa, courtesy of 

Logitech’s car phone 

holder with voice 

control via Amazon's 

assistant. Now with full 

Alexa integration, this 

device will turn your car 

into a connected ride, 

enabling you to text, 

make and receive calls, 

navigate and control 

music hands-free.

£49.99, logitech.com

15

16

 shoppIng

Denon Ah-C160W 
 Find your stride with Denon’s 

sporty wireless Bluetooth 
earbuds, powered by 11.5mm 
drivers and designed with 
earhook tech to keep them 
in place. Moisture protection 
reduces the ravages of sweat, 
while Clear Voice Capture 
enhances voice call quality.
£149, denon.co.uk

nakaMIchI shockwafe 
Ultra 9.2 soUndBar 

 Wake-up the neighbourhood with this 

wireless, 9.2 surround sound system. 

Nakamichi’s beast of a setup comprises a 

reference-level soundbar packing eight 

drivers, and dual ten-inch subwoofers and 

two modular bipolar rear satellite speakers. 

$499.99 (£402), nakamichi-usa.com
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18
gopro karMa 

 GoPro’s selfie drone re-emerges this spring 

with a redesigned battery latch to ensure no 

disconnection during flight. Small and foldable, 

the Karma comes with a games-style controller 

and removable 3-axis camera stabiliser for aerial 

or handheld shots.

£719, gopro.com

19

sUnnyCAM XTreMe 
 Record your run, ride or hike with 

these HD video UV-protected 
sunglasses. A wide-angle lens captures 
more of the action, with up to one hour 
of video recording available per charge. 
Simply touch the arm of the glasses to 
start/stop recording.
£149.99, sunnycam.com

 shoppIng

CAnADA goose  
sAnDpoinT JACkeT

 Give blustery spring 
weather the elbow with a 
high-tech, packable jacket 
from Canada Goose’s new 
range. Solo Light fabric 
delivers premium wind 
protection, as does the 
adjustable snorkel hood.
£325, canadagoose.com/uk

20





home
edited by claire davies

your complete guide to modern living

t3 home    |    may    |    2017

this month…

the set-up: logitech pop
Add easy smart home control 
around your house with this 
simple one-button system

desire
Smarten up your rooms in 
the non-tech sense with the 
latest stylish furnishings

smart home surgery
our panel of connected-home 
experts is here to answer 
your questions

34

38

40



34  T3 may 2017 Get 5 issues of T3 for just £5! See p58

 The
seT-up
Each issuE, wE show you how to sEt 
up a kEy piEcE of connEctEd-homE 
tEch. this month… logitech pop

pUSh it
Because the pop home Switch is 
powered by batteries, you can 
put it pretty much anywhere in 
your home; it looks great whether 
placed on a shelf or stuck to a 
wall, whether you go for blend-in 
White, subtle Alloy, or standout 
colours coral and teal. pop 
is just like having a regular 
switch, but with infinitely 
greater potency – a single button 
press can turn on your connected 
gadgets around the house, or 
another button press can do 
something entirely different.
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One of the best things about building a smart 

home is that you have access to all of your 

connected gadgets right from your phone, 

enabling you to control everything in one 

place no matter where you are, whether you 

want to watch live video remotely, turn up 

the heat on your thermostat or automate 

your lighting setup.

But what happens when you have guests 

over for dinner, or you’ve gone out for the 

evening? How will visitors in your home 

control all these cool gadgets without the 

appropriate access? The simple act of turning 

on a light becomes the most complicated 

thing in the world if you’re not around.

Thankfully, there’s a very simple solution to 

this oh-so-very-modern tech conundrum: the 

Logitech POP Home Switch. This innocuous-

looking gadget aims to bring easy control 

of your connected home to the masses, 

courtesy of a single switch that enables you to 

turn your tech on or off without having to look 

at a phone. 

How does it work? Included with POP is a 

bridge – connect this to your Wi-Fi and POP 

will automatically recognise any smart home 

gadgets on your network, and you can use the 

switch (which connects to the bridge over 

Bluetooth) to control them, provided they are 

compatible with POP.

POP supports a variety of home tech, such 

as the Philips Hue lighting ecosystem, smart 

platforms like Belkin WeMo or Samsung 

SmartThings, and Sonos multiroom speakers. 

Through the POP app, the switch can be 

programmed to do a variety of handy tasks, 

such as turn on all your lights or play your 

tunes through your Sonos system.

POP is subtly stylish and comes in several 

cool colours, and thanks to battery power you 

don’t have to find somewhere to plug it in – 

just place it wherever suits, and the optional 

sticky backing means you could even put it on 

a wall, like a regular light switch.

The POP Home Switch starter packs costs 

£119.99 and comes with two switches and the 

POP bridge, or you can buy a single switch  

for £34.99.

pop enSUreS yoUr gAdgetS Are All eASy  
to USe With the preSS of A BUtton 
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the Set-Up

Check out 
some great 
IFTTT recipes 
for POP
p36



 Log into your POP 

account and authorise 

IFTTT. Back on the POP 

services list, tap the one 

you want to use and turn 

the switch to On. As an 

example, we set up a Nest 

thermostat to turn on at a 

specific temperature with 

a button press.

connect to pop

 In the EDIT section of the 

app, tap the switch you 

want to add IFTTT to, drag 

it into the devices area and 

choose the type of button 

press to use. Now go to 

ifttt.com and log in to 

your IFTTT account. Find 

Logitech POP, select it 

and hit Connect.

ifttt on A SWitch

 To add IFTTT 

functionality to your POP 

switch, go to the app and 

tap the menu in the top- 

left corner of the screen. 

Then tap MY DEVICES, tap 

the + button in the bottom 

of the screen and choose 

IFTTT from the list of 

compatible devices.

Add to yoUr deviceS

hoW to poWer Up 
pop With ifttt
control temperature, 
lights and more
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Add fUnctionS
 to add functionality to 
your switches, you first 
need to find devices that 
work with pop. to do this, 
tap the menu in the top 
left corner of the app, 

select my deviceS and tap 
the + button at the bottom 
of the screen. tap Scan 
for new devices to find 

any compatible gadgets on 
your network. tap finiSh 
once it’s done scanning.

pAir With Bridge
 the first step to set up 
your pop is to download 
the companion app. once 
this is installed, plug 
the pop bridge into the 
power socket; make sure 

this is somewhere central 
in your home so that you 
get good signal in all 

corners. the app will now 
pair with the bridge – 
make sure your phone is 
close to the bridge.

chAnge BehAvioUr
 to make a switch do your 
bidding, tap it under the 
edit tab. At the top you’ll 

see tabs for each type 
of button press: short, 
double and long. tap each 
one to choose the kind of 
press you want to assign 
gadgets to. then, just 
drag devices from the 
bottom row in the main 
area to assign them to 
that button press.

connect to Wi-fi
 once you’ve paired your 

phone, the next step is to 
connect the bridge to your 
Wi-fi network. enter your 
Wi-fi password and once 
it’s connected to your 
network you’ll need to 
create a new logi id. do 
this, then sign in to your 
account. it might take a 
few minutes to complete, 
but once it’s done you can 
start adding switches.

AdvAnced mode
 By default, devices will 
be set to turn on or off 
with the button press 

of your choosing, but to 
assign specific device 

behaviours to the presses, 
switch to Advanced mode by 
toggling the switch above. 
you could, for instance, 
set a device to turn on 
when you do a single 

button press, and turn it 
off with a double press.

Add SWitch
 to add a switch, press 

the centre of the switch 
once. it’ll then connect 
to the bridge and appear 
in the app. Under the 

edit tab you can control 
what each switch does 

by pressing it, or flick 
to the control tab to 

activate the action of a 
switch by tapping its name 
– great if you want to 

control a switch remotely.

Each switch can be tailored to your individual needs, 
and you can add as many as you want! here’s how

seT up a swiTch

1

1

4

2

5

3

6

2

3

“Smart home tech can really make life better, but it can also 
complicate things with app overload. POP corrals them all, 
enabling you to control each one with a simple button press.”
nick odAntziS, depUty editor
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Desire
Furnish your pad with  
the ultimate in modern  
living accessories

02

04
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01 stelton theo 
French Press 
The handsome 800ml 

Stelton Theo French 

Press contrasts a black 

stoneware body with a 

bamboo lid, creating a 

rustic yet elegant design 

for coffee lovers. 

£58.99, inkoo.co.uk

02 oscar Francis 
Piazza Della 
rePubblica 
Adorn your walls with 

a giclee print inspired 

by the iconic Italian 

squares located in 

Siena, Florence and 

Venice. Printed on 

308gsm paper, the 

Piazza Collection has 

three prints to choose 

from, in A1 to A3.

£45, oscarfrancis.co.uk

03 Kasbah textureD 
stools or Planters 

Place your stake on 

another key trend for 

spring and summer 

homewares with these 

metallic-inspired 

planters that double 

as garden seating.

£180, amazon.co.uk

04 urbanara 
sabugal beD linen
Bed sheets can make a 

big difference to your 

sleep. These jersey-

infused linens help 

diffuse electrical charge 

built up in your body, 

and provide a light and 

airy sleep experience.

From £35, urbanara.de

05 Vasco noir 
blacK DesK globe 
with Plane
Looking for jet-setting 

inspiration? Plant this 

nickel-plated aluminium 

globe on your home 

office desk and scout 

out your next trip. 

£32, artisanti.com

06 alice Dining 
table, alice bench 
anD thomas chair 
Handcrafted in India, 

with a natural mango 

wood top and iron 

hairpin legs, this classic 

table is the ideal 

gathering point for 

family and friends. 

£825,  

oliandgrace.co.uk

07 gentlemen’s 
biKe Valet
Turn your bike into art 

(kinda) with a wall-hung 

valet. Crafted from 

hard-wearing, oil-

finished ash and 

sapele, this sturdy, 

customisable mount-

rack supports one bike.

£365, gentlemans

valetcompany.co.uk

08 zeba chaise
Dressed in swathes of 

metallic bronze leather, 

Koket’s ravishing 

chaise injects a huge 

dose of glamour and 

decadence into any 

room. bykoket.com

06

08

07
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 the exPertS
There’s nothing these lot 
don’t know about smart homes

clAire DAVieS
 Sleep expert Claire 

knows all about 
wellbeing tech and 
keeping yourself 
healthy around the 

house. She also knows more than  
is healthy about kitchen gadgets!

SPencer hArt
 Mobile tech editor 

Spencer covers 
everything from coffee 
machines and security 
cams to ebikes and 

phones. If there’s an app for it, he’s 
got it installed somewhere.

mAtt bolton
 T3’s editor and 

wireless home fanatic 
Matt is obsessed with 
all things TV and home 
streaming, as well as 

home monitoring, from temperature 
to weather to energy usage.

nick oDAntZiS
 Paranoia has taken 

hold of deputy editor 
Nick, and therefore  
he’s become a smart 
home-security expert. 

He has no fewer than 11 connected 
cameras dotted around his house.

DuncAn bell
 Lifestyle editor 

Duncan is a connected- 
home – and multi-room- 
audio – expert, and can 
advise on everything 

from setting up your Sonos to getting 
Amazon Echo to order you a puppy.

SPencer hArt 
rePlieS:
As you keep adding more 
and more tech to your 
home, the first thing to 

feel the strain is your Wi-Fi router. 
Having a robust network around your 
house is a must – everything from 
turning on lights, to adjusting the 
heating and alerting you to an 
intruder is reliant on having a rock 
steady internet connection.   

Thankfully, there’s a new technology 
out there to help: Wi-Fi mesh 
networks. If you’re building a smart 
home, these new Wi-Fi systems are 
perfect for you. The most well-known, 
and one of our favourites, is the 
Netgear Orbi. This system consists of a 
Hub and Satellite, both blasting signal 
around your house – even boosting 

signal in hard to reach places. They 
communicate with each other using a 
‘virtual wire’, which has clear benefits 
over traditional signal boosters.

We also like the fact that Orbi 
doesn’t look like traditional routers. 
They’re actually quite attractive, and 
both the Orbi hub and satellite feature 
four ethernet ports each. This is useful 
if you have multiple smart home hubs 
(eg, Sonos, Samsung SmartThings, 
Philips Hue) plugged in at one time.

Netgear isn’t the only brand in this 
space, either. You could also look at 
the Linksys Velop, or Develo Gigagate, 
which is slightly more affordable. They 
all perform better than traditional 
Wi-Fi routers, especially if yours is in 
an awkward place, you have an old 
house, and lots of devices connected 
at once.

 send your quesTions To: inbox@t3.com or www.facebook.com/t3mag 

What’s the best Wi-Fi 
router for my home?
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 SmArt home Surgery
your connecTed-home queries answered by T3’s experTs



Can wearables 
control my 
smart home?

nick oDAntZiS 
rePlieS:
Smartwatches are a much 
more natural (although 
still not ideal) way of 

interacting with your smart home. As 
neat as it is being able to control your 
lights with a smartphone, it’s often 
not the most efficient way to do 
things. You’ve got to find your phone, 
unlock it, open the app, then change 
the desired setting. That’s a few too 
many processes for our liking!

Thankfully both Siri and Google 
Assistant are starting to play nice with 
your smarthome devices. For example, 
if you arrive home, the lights are all off 
and your phone is in your bag, simply 
raise your wrist and say, “Hey Siri, turn 
my lights on”. Hey presto, instant 
illumination. Now picture this: you’re 
sitting on the sofa, it’s a little cold and 
your smartphone is upstairs. No 
problem – simply ask Google on your 
Android watch to turn your heating up. 

Yes, you could also do this by 
opening the app on your smartwatch, 
but we find voice commands are faster 
and more natural. Most of the major 
brands are supported, including Hue, 
Nest and Netatmo, but it’s worth 
checking out a compatibility list before 
making any big purchases. 

JAck ingrAm, cArDiff

mAtt bolton 
rePlieS:
Alexa is currently the 
hottest trend in tech, but 
the Echo speakers won’t fit 

into everyone’s home. Luckily for you, 
Dave, Amazon is rapidly expanding 
the number of ways you can access 
its virtual assistant – practically 
everything announced at CES 
featured Alexa, from cars to fridges, 
and Bluetooth speakers as well.

One item recently graced with Alexa 
is Amazon’s Fire TV Stick. This wallet-
friendly media streamer comes with a 
voice-enabled remote, enabling you to 
search for movies, music and TV 

DAVe lArkin, reADing

shows, as well as perform thousands of 
Alexa’s other skills, such as controlling 
your smart lighting and asking about 
the weather. At £40 it’s even cheaper 
than the Echo Dot. 

Sonos has announced that its 
upcoming speakers will feature Alexa, 
as will VW cars. There’s also LG’s 
Smart Instaview fridge. The connected 
chiller features a 29-inch screen and 
webOS, as well as a microphone so 
that you can chat to Alexa. We’re also 
expecting to see Alexa pop up on 
some Android smartphones, as an 
alternative to Google Assistant as your 
pocket butler. Timeframes are a little 
cloudy on this one, though.

multiroom SPeAkerS 101
Why you need them and which to buy

Multiroom speakers were 

some of the earliest 

connected home 

devices. They enable you 

to stream music from a 

smartphone or tablet to 

any room in the house, 

without wires. Sonos is 

almost synonymous with 

this technology, offering 

wireless speakers 

ranging from the small 

PLAY:1 (£199), right up to 

a full surround sound 

system (around £1,300). 

There are numerous 

stunning alternatives, 

from Bose with its 

SoundTouch range (from 

£170) to more premium 

brands such as Naim 

Audio (from £595) and 

Bang & Olufsen with its 

BeoSound 1 (from £995). 

Increasingly, these 

speakers now connect 

to the rest of your smart 

home. They can act as 

a siren for an alarm 

system, for example, or 

wake you up gently with 

birdsong. How lovely.

Is there any way to get Alexa 
without buying an Amazon Echo?

“Jeez, Alexa, close the blinds, 
we’re not in a JJ Abrams movie”
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your nexT

 4k, Stretched ScreenS, hdr everywhere and  
 dSLr-bothering cameraS – 2017 iS Set to be one of  
 the beSt yearS we’ve ever Seen for SmartphoneS 

superphone     
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The smartphone industry has got a lot to 
live up to. 2016 was a standout year, with 
Samsung delivering its best phones ever 
– the Galaxy S7 and S7 Edge. Then there 
was the iPhone 7, Apple’s handset proving 
that it was still at the top of its game. 
Google also impressed with its pure 
Android experience courtesy of the Pixel, 
and there was a massive influx of top-
performing handsets from China’s finest, 
such as Huawei’s P9, proving that a phone 
could be brilliant and beautiful-looking, 
without costing the earth.

So, there’s a lot to live up to, but fear 
not ye restless serial handset-upgraders 
– this year is set to be an epic one for 
premium smartphones. The game has 
been well and truly raised by all the big 
names, with never-before-seen screen 
technology, cameras that can take 
pictures that you’d be proud to put up on 
a wall, and even Blackberry is back! Turn 
over and find out why 2017 is set to be an 
incredible year for the super smartphone.

superphone     
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samsung 
galaxy

 samsung reveals its two new super-sized 
 superphones, with super screens and 
 super power. that’s a lot of super…  

The Samsung Galaxy S8 is one of those phones that 
just has to do well. After all, last year’s best phone 
was the Galaxy S7, so it should do. But with some 
impressive competition from the rest of the industry, 
Samsung needs to pull something special out of the 
bag to be sure it stays number one. The good news 
is that this is shaping up to be one hell of a phone.

And it’s not just the one kickass device – there 
are two of them to contend with. The Galaxy S8 is 
Samsung’s mainstream handset – the one that’s going 
to sell by the bucket-load – with a 5.8-inch screen, 
while the plus-sized S8+ features a whopper of a 
display: a massive 6.2 inches of screen real estate, 
making it one of the biggest smartphone screens on 
the planet. But the key is Samsung’s new screen tech, 
which dominates almost the entirety of the handset. 
Both phones aren’t actually that big, and that’s down 

S8 £689, S8+ £779 samsungmobile.com, available April 28
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your nexT

 superphone

 security
one of the S8’s most exciting features is 

its new, more secure login facilities. With 

an iris scanner on the front, you simply 

look at the S8 and it will unlock and send 

you straight to the home screen. It will also 

enable you to log into secure services, 

such as your favourite banking facility, so 

even though you get a fingerprint reader 

on the back, there probably won’t be 

much reason to use it. Samsung has also 

bundled facial recognition technology, 

meaning you can log into your phone 

quicker than you would be able to with 

the iris scanner. It’s not as secure, mind, 

but it’s more convenient.

 design
Clearly, a huge reason to buy the 

Galaxy S8, or S8+, is for its looks. With 

a serious lack of bezel action, the 

phone feels smaller than the screen 

lets on. The subtle curve at the sides 

gives the impression of a curved 

screen, without being overtly so, a la 

S7 edge. The front looks super smooth 

thanks to the hidden Home button and 

the relocation of the fingerprint reader 

to the back. Big deal alert: the phone 

is IP68 certified, so it’s water- and  

dust-proof. There’s also wireless 

charging on-board, so you won’t even 

need to plug it in. The S8 comes in 

Midnight, orchid Gray and Arctic Silver.

 screen
The Galaxy S8 is all about the 

screen. With an 18.5:9 stretched 

screen, it’s perfect for watching 

movies and for multitasking. The 

Super AMoLeD display is bright and 

colourful, with WQHD+ resolution. 

The display is also HDr-ready so 

you’ll be able to stream HDr TV 

and movies to the handset from 

the likes of Amazon and netflix.
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to the new Infinity Display. Samsung has crushed 
bezels in an effort to increase the size of the S8’s 
screen without making the handset bigger.

not only do you get an almost all-screen phone, the 
lack of bezels makes the S8 one of the most attractive 
phones T3 has ever seen. every corner and edge has 
been rounded, making it feel pleasing in the hand – like 
a next-level S7 edge. Samsung has made changes to 
accommodate the all-encompassing display. For starters 
there’s no home button – instead a pressure-sensitive 
key is nestled beneath the screen. Then there’s the 
fingerprint reader, which has been moved to the back. 
you may dislike this, but whatever your opinion, fear 
not – you won’t need it because the S8 features extra 
biometric authentication. With an iris scanner on the 
front, you can unlock your phone just by looking at it.

As a result of these changes, Samsung has 
redesigned the phone inside-out. The layout of the 
components has been reorganised. It features a 
cutting-edge Samsung-made processor, which it says 
makes the phone 20 per cent more powerful than last 
year’s S7, yet also much more power-friendly.

The S8 could be Samsung’s best phone ever, and it’s 
costliest one too, but with that incredible display and a 
plethora of tech, we’re sure you won’t be able to resist. 

 camera
not surprisingly, given the S7’s excellent 

snapping prowess, the S8’s camera is the part 

of the phone that’s been least overhauled by 

Samsung. So you still get a 12MP sensor on 

the rear, with f/1.7 aperture, but what you 

do now get is multi-frame processing, so 

whenever you take a picture you get several 

shots to choose from. The front-facing 

selfie-snapper has also been given a boost, 

to 8MP, with a better low-light sensor.
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things we like or don’t like
samsung’s greatest smartphone ever, but is it perfect?

like
Let’s start with the S8’s super screen 
- it’s absolutely the show-stopping 
feature here. Thanks to the lack of 
bezels you get a big screen, without 
the big feel.  We would have liked 
to have seen 4K resolution, as with 
the Xperia XZ Premium (p48), but the 
inclusion of HDR makes up for it.

don’t like
Samsung is making a big deal about 
Bixby, its intelligent assistant. Bixby 
learns what you do and offers relevant 
info when you need it. You can even 
take a picture and Bixby will display 
info about what it sees. It could be 
great, but its voice services won’t be 
available in the UK at the S8’s launch.

like
It’s a relatively minor thing, but 
Samsung has collaborated with 
Harman and will be offering a pair of 
quality AKG in-ears with every S8 and 
S8+, so you won’t have to buy another  
set. And you get a regular headphone 
socket, so you can still use your 
favourite set of headphones.

don’t like
With other handset manufacturers 
banging on about how important a 
good camera is on a phone, it comes 
as a bit of a shock to see a relatively-
unchanged camera in the S8. Of 
course, the S7’s snapper was one of 
the best you could get last year, but 
what about in 2017? Time will tell…

 performance
The S8’s components have been shrunk to 

suit the phone’s near-bezeless front, which 

would make you naturally assume that 

compromises to its performance have been 

made. not so – the S8 has more power than 

ever, its Samsung-derived 2.3GHz Quad + 

1.7/1.9GHz Quad octa-core processor and 

4GB of rAM making this the fastest 

Samsung handset to date.

 battery
While the 3000mAh (S8) and 3500mAh 

(S8+) battery capacities are unchanged 

from the S7, the CPu and GPu are said to 

be much more efficient with the available 

battery power. The S8 also offers 

fast-charging for quick top-ups, both 

in wired or wireless flavours.
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sony 
xperia xz
premium
 japan is back with a bang: a smartphone with a 
 big heart and an out-of-this-world amount of 
 screen tech stuffed inside 

Sony’s latest smartphone is a bit of a shock – many 
thought that 4K screens on phones were dead, such 
was the lack of purpose of this tech on the Xperia Z5 
Premium, but it’s back… and it’s rather impressive.

The Xperia XZ Premium has all the parts needed to 
create a world-beating phone: the latest Snapdragon 
835 chipset, a big 5.5-inch 4K display with HDR, 
Android 7.1.1 and eminently practical water resistance.

Combine these with the best tech from Sony’s 
camera, TV and audio departments and you can really 
make the most of that potent screen.

The XZ Premium tiptoes into phablet territory, but 
by modern smartphone standards it’s relatively 
compact, and easy to hold in one hand. Design-wise 
the XZ Premium’s mirrored finish is a shine-fest, 
especially in the chrome colour, unsurprisingly.

As is the way of phones in 2017, the connector on 
the bottom of the phone is USB Type-C, but thankfully 
there’s an audio jack on the top, so you’ll still be able to 
make use of your wired headphones.

The standout feature in the XZ Premium is the 4K 
screen, complete with HDR, making it one of the most 
advanced on any phone. The sharpness, colour and 
clarity of the screen is eye-popping, and thanks to an 
Amazon partnership you can stream 4K HDR content 
right from Prime Video.

£649, sonymobile.com, available spring 2017



Get 5 issues of T3 for just £5! See p58 MAY 2017  T3 49

your next

superphone

 battery
The XZ Premium’s 3230mAh 

battery isn’t especially big given 

the power-sapping nature of 

its screen, but there’s built-in 

battery management in the 

form of Smart Stamina, which 

intelligently monitors real-world 

useage and adjusts power-

saving levels accordingly – a 

day’s battery life is promised. 

You get USB-C fast-charging 

too, meaning you can quickly 

recoup spent juice.

 screen
The headlining feature of the 

XZ Premium is the 5.5-inch 

4K HDR screen – a world first 

on any phone. HDR makes 

everything look better, with 

richer colours and greater 

contrast; images will look more 

realistic than ever.

 design
Constructed of Corning Glass 

front and rear, the Sony Xperia 

XZ Premium is not only super 

tough, it’s super reflective – 

mirroring its surroundings. Its 

edges are diamond cut, giving 

it a high-end, expensive feel. 

Of course, the XZ Premium 

wouldn’t be very premium if 

it didn’t come with great 

waterproofing, and it does – 

IP65/68 certification means 

this handset is resistant to 

water and dust.
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T3’s early verdicT
The Xperia XZ premium could be sony’s besT yeT

On the back, Sony has chosen to dial back the pixel 
count of its camera from its previous 23MP silliness, 
down to 19MP; packed in a larger sensor for more light, 
and improved its Motion Eye feature, which now 
processes images five times faster and captures 
pictures before you even press the shutter.

New Sony phones ooze potential – with so many 
capable components making up the phone – but 
previous attempts at a superphone have been lacking. 
However, the XZ Premium looks to be a solid handset 
underneath the glitzy headline features. We hope the 
price is right to take on the Galaxy S8, though.

like
We’re all over that 4K HDR screen - it 
really is massively impressive. This 
alone could be enough to sway those 
looking at a Galaxy S8. And with a 
plethora of 4K HDR content piped 
through Amazon, those who do make 
the choice will be able to make the 
most of it too.

don’t like
With only two colours available at 
launch, including Luminous Chrome 
and Deepsea Black, style gurus could 
be left wanting. Thankfully, Sony is 
offering brighter, if unimaginative, 
gold and pink options in its upcoming 
Xperia XA1 phablet, so there could be 
more choice at a later date. 

like
One of Sony’s strengths lies in its 
audio, and the XZ Premium offers the 
same hi-res audio support you’d find in 
its dedicated players, enabling owners 
to play high-quality files, such as FLAC 
or DSD, while support for LDAC means 
you can stream better-than-Bluetooth 
sounds to a compatible speaker.

don’t like
On paper, it seems that the only weak 
point in the XZ Premium’s armour is 
that battery. Even with smart energy 
management, a 3230mAh battery 
might be a little on the small side – if 
you’re going to be watching full-fat 
4K HDR content, we’re worried making 
it through the day will be tough.

 camera
With Sony being an expert in 
photography hardware, you’d expect 
some form of class-leading camera to 
be found within the XZ Premium, and 
that’s exactly what you get – a 19MP 
Exmor RS sensor with Motion Eye, built 
using tech from its interchangeable-
lens and Cyber-shot cameras. There’s a 
frankly ridiculous 960FPS slow-motion 
feature, for capturing dramatic videos, 
while Predictive Capture ensures you 
always get the right shot, even if you’re 
not quite on the ball in high-speed 
photography situations.
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BlackBerry 
keyone
 BlackBerry’s latest smartphone 
 wants to get physical, and we’re 
 kind of into it 

If you’re yearning for a physical keyboard on your 
smartphone, then BlackBerry’s latest – the KeyOne – 
could be your new best friend. 

You’ll get properly nostalgic over the QWERTY 
button basher, offering the kind of tactile feedback 
a touchscreen can only dream of. You can also scroll 
through pages by gliding your fingers over the keys, 
a bit like a giant trackpad. New to the KeyOne is a 
fingerprint sensor, and it’s so neatly tucked into the 
keyboard’s space bar, it’s barely noticeable.

Though the keyboard design is positively retro, the 
software powering this modern BlackBerry is anything 

but, with Android 7.0 Nougat on show. And this isn’t 
won’t be some nasty bloat-fest – the KeyOne is running 
lovely stock Android, for the pure experience.

A real selling point of the KeyOne is, unsurprisingly 
for BlackBerry, the highly secure encryption that’s 
good enough for world-leading governments. 
Enterprise users rejoice.

Thanks to the physical keyboard, the screen size is a 
mere 4.5 inches, which is small by current standards, 
but with the keyboard, the phone is a standard size. 
Realistically, the KeyOne is something you’re only 
going to appreciate if you really like typing a lot.

£499, uk.blackberry.com, 
available spring 2017

 screen
At just 4.5 inches, the 

KeyOne’s screen is almost 

as retro as the keyboard. 

The 1620x1080 resolution 

(434PPI) is nothing to 

shout out about either, 

but at least it’s all in safe 

hands, with Gorilla Glass 4 

offering effective scratch 

and impact resistance.

 design
While it won’t win any 

awards for style, the 

KeyOne has a smart, 

purposeful look. The 

aluminum frame is 

outfitted with a soft-touch 

back, meaning you won’t 

have any hazardous flying 

phone moments when you 

whip it out in a rush.

 camera
If you like to spend time 

photographing your work 

space, you’ll be glad of the 

KeyOne’s 12MP rear 

camera, powered by a 

capable Sony sensor. If 

suit-selfies are more your 

cup of tea, you also get an 

8MP front camera and a 

wide-angle lens.

T3’s early verdicT
is This a reTurn To form or jusT an old dog wiTh some new Tricks?

like
Naturally, the physical keyboard is 
the single most impressive part of 
BlackBerry’s new phone – it isn’t 
really a BlackBerry without one after 
all. The thing we like most is the 52 
customisable keyboard shortcuts. 
Want to get straight to your emails? 
Just tap a letter of your choosing.

don’t like
While the KeyOne has some really 
impressive standout features, overall 
it’s not the most capable of handsets, 
on paper anyway. Unless you really 
need that physical keyboard and 
the added security, you may want 
to look elsewhere, especially for 
entertainment features.

like
A working phone needs to be called 
into duty many times during a typical 
day, so the battery life needs to be 
up to scratch. The KeyOne’s 3505mAh 
battery is quite sizeable considering 
its relatively low power needs, and the 
USB-C quick charge provides 50 per 
cent capacity in just 36 minutes.

don’t like
The physical keyboard, though useful, 
hampers the KeyOne in certain ways. 
For starters, you only get a 4.5-inch 
screen. Bummer. Then there’s actually 
typing on it – with a top-heavy 
design, you’ll need two hands to deal 
with its pendulum of weight, which 
multitaskers might find annoying.
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huawei P10
 with dual leica cameras on show, 
 could this be the ultimate way to 
 snaP Photos on the go? 

The Huawei P10 is a culmination of everything the 
company has been doing right, with a few minor 
tweaks from the P9 to make sure it keeps up with the 
big guns such as Apple and Samsung. 

There are two phones available – the P10 and larger 
P10 Plus; the bigger handset offering extras such as 
a larger, higher-quality screen, a slightly more potent 
Leica camera system, more RAM and a bigger battery 
(3750mAh), and a wider choice of colours. Otherwise, 
both phones are the same thickness, and look similar.

The P10 and P10 Plus are set to go toe-to-toe with 
big guns like the Galaxy S8 and LG G6, but Huawei is 

keen to emphasise the P10’s camera capabilities over 
anything else. As with the outgoing P9, the P10 and 
P10 Plus feature Leica-branded snappers around the 
back: a 12MP colour and 20MP monochrome variant. 
When you take a shot, both cameras fire, and the 
phone combines them for a better shot in all lights. 
There’s a new Portrait mode, which adds wicked bokeh 
around people; the blur looks convincing. The front 
camera is also much improved, for sharper selfies. 

If your priority is taking great shots wherever you 
go, over having all the latest tech powering a phone, 
then the P10 and P10 Plus will certainly appeal. 

£599, huawei.com, available now

 screen
The standard P10 comes 

with a 5.1-inch Full HD 

(1920x1080) screen, while 

the plus-sized model opts 

for a 5.5-inch QHD 

(2560x1440) screen. 

The Plus’ 540PPI count 

puts it on a par with the 

Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge 

for screen prowess.

 design
The P10’s ultra-slim 7mm 

body looks similar to its 

predecessor, but the 

edges are now rounder, 

making it easier to hold, 

and Huawei is offering 

three classy-looking 

exterior finishes: Hyper 

Diamond-Cut, Sandblast 

and High Gloss.

 camera
The new Leica camera 

found in the P10 and P10 

Plus is outstanding. The 

P10 gets two SUMMARIT-H 

lenses, while the PLUS 

opts for SUMMILUX-H 

lenses. The Plus camera 

has a slightly larger 

aperture – offering better 

low light and action shots.

T3’s early verdicT
The p10 looks impressive, buT can iT maTch The big names?

like
The P10’s fingerprint scanner is 
something to behold – not only is 
it seamlessly integrated within 
the design, it also features quick 
navigation, enabling you to use finger 
gestures to control the interface. You 
can slide your finger right to show 
recent apps, or left to go back.

don’t like
Compared to the competition, the 
P10’s screen is a little middling. Sure, 
it still looks good, but with the majority 
moving beyond Full HD, and others 
– Sony, that is – pushing the mobile 
boundaries with a 4K HDR screen on its 
latest model, you can’t help but feel a 
little disappointed by its display tech.

like
Let’s be fair, the P10 looks pretty 
stunning, but it’s been designed with 
practicality in mind, too. Take the 
recessed power button, for instance, 
which prevents it being accidentally 
pressed when you’re in the middle of 
something. It’s a simple thing, but it’ll 
make a big difference in everyday life.

don’t like
The P10 Plus contains the Kirin 960 – 
the same chipset that appears in the 
P10, and the Huawei Mate 9. It would 
have been nice to see something new 
in its latest flagship, though you do 
get 4GB of RAM on the P10 and 6GB of 
RAM on the P10 Plus. Performance is 
certainly swift, if not spectacular.
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 Screen
The G6 is a bit of a beast in the 

display department, with a 

5.7-inch FullVision GHD+  

(1440x2880) LCD screen with 

a class-leading 564ppi, and an 

elongated ultra-wide 18:9 

aspect ratio – perfect for 

movies then. The best news 

of all is that the display fully 

supports HDR, so you can 

expect eyeballs to start 

popping all over the shop 

when the G6 gets released.

LG G6

With the LG G6, the brand has dialled down the 
‘out-there’ innovation of the G5, and gone for a more 
quietly refined design, while doing enough to make it 
feel like an all-new phone; a fit warrior for the great 
smartphone battle of 2017. 

The G6 is a much more conservative design than its 

predecessor, taking the form of a sealed unit that drops 

the removable battery, replacing it with a larger-

capacity power pack and waterproof shell.

The screen is, really, the main area of innovation, 
with the longer 18:9 display giving more real estate, 
and introducing some clever little changes to the user 
interface to exploit the extra pixels. The permanent 
Always On Display of the G5 remains, enabling you 
to quickly check the time, and any notifications you 
might have, at a glance.

The G6 is covered in a mix of glass and metal, with 
two sheets of Gorilla Glass – weirdly, it’s Gorilla Glass 5 
on the rear, and the older Gorilla Glass 3 on the front – 
framed with a rim of aluminium. What’s impressive is 
how little bezel there is. The rear of the phone is 
smooth, with no protruding camera bump, which LG 
says it achieved using slimmer sensors rather than 
more advanced lens tech.

At the bottom of the phone is a USB-C connector, 
which supports Quick Charge 3.0 – and LG has kept 

 LG haS diaLLed down the 
 Show and ramped up the  
 Go in itS LateSt aLL-Screen 
 Smartphone 
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Has lg returned to form witH its latest Handset?

like
Super-wide screen aside, one of 
the biggest reasons to love the G6’s 
display is the inclusion of HDR – only 
the really big guns have included it this 
year. Amazingly, even with this added 
image goodness, LG  has cut down the 
power consumption of its display by 
30 per cent.

don’t like
The dual camera system is almost 
identical to its predecessor – the 
G5 – with the only difference being 
that both sensors are now 13MP, as 
apposed to the 16MP and 8MP (for the 
wide angle lens) sensors found in the 
outgoing model. So, the actual quality 
of the results isn’t much different.

like
LG has made some sacrifices on the 
hardware side of things in order to 
keep the G6 looking smooth and slim. 
For starters, the camera sensors are 
narrower, to rid the back of the usual 
bump you get, and the battery is now 
sealed. We think it’s worth it - the G6 
is stunning and feels great to hold.

don’t like
The 18:9 screen – while impressive 
to behold – has one potential flaw: 
app support. The longer display works 
well with native apps that are built 
for it, but developers need to take 
advantage of the extra pixels on offer. 
LG says content will stretch nicely to 
suit, but there’s no guarantee.

 deSiGn
New-age modular design – be 

gone! LG has gone all out on the 

premium to compete with the big 

guns. The G6 does away with the 

G5’s wackiness and replaces it 

with a sleek and sophisticated 

metal and glass body, with a 

super slim bezel surrounding the 

screen – it’s water resistant too. 

 camera
LG has opted for dual cameras on the 

rear, to aid photography enthusiasts. 

Both cameras are 13MP, one of which 

houses a regular lens (f/1.8), while 

the other uses a wide-angle lens 

(f/2.4) with a 125 degree field of view. 

This enables you to instantly switch 

between the two depending on the 

kind of shot you want.

the headphone jack at the top, to keep ‘traditional’ 
headphone fans happy. Unlike the G5, the battery is 
sealed into the handset – LG has finally given up on the 
removable power pack in favour of a more powerful 
and slimmer juice unit. It’s been increased to 3300mAh 
within the slimmer 7.9mm frame – a good move.

With a Snapdragon 821 processor inside, LG might 
not be using the latest and greatest tech, but it has 
optimised it (using its experience with the 821) to bring 
greater power, whilst maintaining a healthy battery life.

The LG G6 will be coming in platinum, black, and 
white at launch, with more colours to follow.
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AlcAtel 
A5 leD                             

Moto G5

 liGht up your life 
 with AlcAtel’s 
 new sMArtphone 

 the preMiuM phone with the 
 Distincintly non-preMiuM price 
 tAG is better thAn ever 

The Moto G family has grown up for 
2017. Motorola is finally designing 
its top-ranked budget phone with a 
metal chassis (albeit with rubber 
top and bottom; it’s not a unibody), 
giving the G5 (and bigger G5 Plus) 
the looks to match its performance.

You’ll forget this is an inexpensive 
device (prices start at £169 for the G5 
and £259 for the G5 Plus) when you 
find out what’s inside that updated 
frame. We’re talking brand new 
software courtesy of Android 7.0, 
along with Google Assistant (so you 
can do things like send messages by 
tapping the home button). There’s 
also a fingerprint sensor on the front, 
which, cleverly, also serves as the 
navigation bar: tap the sensor for 
home, swipe left to go back, and 

swipe right to view your recently 
used apps.

The Moto G5 has a budget-friendly 

Qualcomm Snapdragon 430 chipset. 

The 1.4GHz octa-core processor is fast 

enough for most tasks, but it’s not as 

powerful as the Moto G5 Plus which 

rocks a Snapdragon 650 2GHz chip. 

The G5 comes with 16GB of storage, 

while the Plus offers 32GB.

Around the back, the G5 features a 

13MP camera with f/2.0 aperture and 

phase detection autofocus, while the 

G5 Plus gets a 12MP snapper with 

f/1.7; it’s a drop in pixels, but the wider 

aperture, along with 4K (30fps) video 

recording should compensate.

If you want refined design and top 

all-round abilities at a low price, the 

G5 could surely be your next phone.

While other handsets make do with 

aluminium unibodies, 4K screens and other 

niceties, Alcatel’s latest phone takes a 

entirely different route to grabbing 

headlines, with an interactive LED cover, 

designed to capture the imagination of a 

younger crowd.

The cover – a protective case, much like 

the HTC Dot View with the HTC 10 – can be 

used to good effect, so you might set the 

grid of LEDs to light up when you receive 

incoming calls or messages, for instance, 

and you can customize the way it looks with 

cover patterns and themes. It’ll also light up 

and display animated patterns while you 

listen to music, and if you shake the device, 

the pattern will change.

Case aside, what you’re getting with the 

A5 LED is a decent, if a mite basic, handset, 

with a 1.5GHz octa-core processor, 2GB of 

RAM, a 2800mAh battery, and an 8MP rear 

camera and a 5MP front camera.

A 5.2-inch 720p display and Android 6.0 

Marshmallow operating system are the only 

downsides, to what is a decent (though not 

mind-blowing) phone. So will a funky 

interactive LED cover be enough to place it in 

your palms the next time you buy a handset?

 we liKe
Battery life – well, who doesn’t? 

Motorola has focused its efforts on 

getting the maximum juice from its 

handsets. Understandably, this isn’t 

one of the most exciting of features 

to start flapping your arms about, but 

apparently, according to Motorola, 

people tend to buy phones that go 

for longer, so this is what you get.

 we Don’t liKe
This is still a budget phone, so you 

have to expect some compromises 

along the way. The most obvious 

of these is the lack of a USB-C 

connector. Instead you get a micro-

USB connector; not the end of the 

world, but when everyone is moving 

towards the same standard it feels a 

little bit like a cheap move.

From £169, motorola.co.uk, G5 out now, G5 Plus spring

£170, alcatel-mobile.com, 
availble May
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In the ultImate VR  
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iven the state of 21st 
century politics, you 
can’t really blame us 
for wanting to escape 

into pixelated worlds. with 
the htc vive, oculus rift and 
playstation vr headsets all 
now available, there’s never 
been a better time to join the 
virtual revolution, but where 
to start? here we put to the 
test three pieces of gaming 
tech leading the industry into 
a new immersive future.  

Both the Oculus Rift and Steam’s HTC Vive 

headset arrived on shelves in spring last year, 

while Sony’s more affordable PS4 version made 

waves on release in October. Although Oculus 

had a serious head start with its staggeringly 

successful Kickstarter project back in 2012, 

and subsequent buyout by none other than 

Facebook two years later, it seems incredible 

that we’re only really just starting to see what 

the headset can do now in its first consumer 

iteration. The intuitive Oculus Touch 

controllers, released a few months after the 

initial launch, cemented the Rift as a force to 

be reckoned with. 

The Vive headset, on the other hand, has 

the clear advantage of being affiliated with PC 

gaming’s beating heart, Steam, and the benefit 

of offering a complete solution. While you’ll 

have to buy every accessory for the PlayStation 

VR headset, pushing up that initially attractive 

price tag, everything you’ll need for full 

interactive room scale VR comes in the Vive 

box. The only downside compared with the PS 

VR, then, is that for both Oculus and Vive’s 

attractive offerings you’re going to need a 

stellar gaming PC to make the most of them. 

Here’s T3’s definitive opinion on which one 

deserves your attention and your cash. 

G

oculus rift
it’s multiple dev kits in 
the making and it looks 
it. every slick line of the 
oculus rift headset screams 
minimalist future. 
price: £499 (£598 with touch) 
url: oculus.com 

playstation vr
the cheapest headset of the 
big three, sony’s offering 
plugs straight into your 
ps4 and makes you look like 
a member of daft punk.  
price: £349.99
url: playstation.com

htc vive
steam and htc’s tech-filled 
goggles deliver a complete 
vr solution with a box 
packed with room trackers 
and controllers.
price: £759
url: vive.com/uk

1 2 3
what’s on test…

03

 State of the Art 
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There’s a useful option  
to literally walk and 
draw out your play space

set-up
test 01:

it’s still a slick procedure with a helpful 

tutorial. If you’ve opted for the full Oculus 

Touch experience, there are two sensors to 

position to make sure the headset and the 

controllers are fully tracked. There’s even a 

useful option to literally walk and draw out 

your play space with the Touch controller to 

make sure the game knows you don’t want to 

trip over your coffee table. 

Given the room scale VR it offers, looking in 

the rather large HTC Vive box is surprisingly 

not as intimidating as it should be. Set-up 

takes a little longer here as you’ll have to find 

the best way to place the two room trackers 

above head height to triangulate the area. 

Given that both need mains power, the little 

black boxes aren’t quite as subtle as they first 

appear, but they helpfully come with 

mounting kits, so if you’re going to have a 

full-time VR room you can make them a 

permanent fixture. Aside from this initial 

installation, the Vive is pain-free and the 

result is an impressive play area of up to 5m 

diagonally (if you’ve got the space). 

h, wires. You only need to gaze, 

horrified, down the back of your 

TV unit to realise we don’t live in 

quite the tangle-free age we 

thought we did. While VR wireless solutions 

are on the way - a pricey £200 adaptor is en 

route for Vive - all three sets are going to 

seriously mess with your minimalist chi. The 

good news? When the headsets are on, you 

can’t see any of it.

While potentially the most accessible of the 

three, the PlayStation VR still comes with a 

slew of cables in the box. It’s clearly been as 

streamlined as possible, though, and 

everything flows through a central processor 

unit plugged into a USB at the front of your 

PS4. The essential PlayStation Camera (£39.99 

and not included) is easily positioned under 

your TV to track the headset and you’ll be 

playing in comfort in a matter of minutes. 

It takes a little longer to get the Oculus Rift 

into action with your VR ready PC or laptop but 

A

which are easy to install and  
which lead to virtual insanity?

adjusting the headset to the right size is easy with velcro straps 

specs
dIsplay type: oled
ResolutIon:  
2160 x 1200
fIeld of VIew: 110°

RefResh Rate: 90hz
contRolleRs: Xbox one 
pad included 
tech RequIRements: pc 
with nvidia gtX 960/
amd R9 290 or better

connectIons RequIRed: 
1 x hdmI 1.4,  
1 x usb 3.0,  
2 x usb 2.0 or better 
weIght: 470g

oculus rift 

 Literally plug in and play with clear 
numbered wires. The PS VR has the least 
amount of fuss and the PlayStation camera 
is easy to tweak as required 

playstatIon VR
Test 01 winner
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playstation vr htc vive

portal 2’s wheatley talks you through the controllers once you’re plugged insneakily, the ps VR doesn’t come with the essential playstation camera

specs specs
dIsplay type: oled
ResolutIon:  
2160 x 1200
fIeld of VIew: 110°

RefResh Rate: 90hz
contRolleRs: Vive 
controllers included 
tech RequIRements: pc 
with nvidia gtX 970/
amd R9 290 or better

connectIons RequIRed: 
1 x hdmI 1.4 or 
displayport 1.2 
1 x usb 2.0 or better 
weIght: 555g

dIsplay type: oled
ResolutIon:  
1920 x 1080 
fIeld of VIew: 100°

RefResh Rate:  
90hz - 120hz
contRolleRs:  
none included 
(playstation move  
sold separately) 

tech RequIRements: 
ps4/ps4 pro 
weIght: 619g

poRts In a stoRm 
what kind of compatibility can you expect  
when you buy one of these systems? 

 Virtual reality isn’t just 
graphically demanding, it’s port 
hungry too and the Oculus Rift is 
the guiltiest of the lot when it 
comes to hogging your PC USB 
slots. Not only does it want a USB 
3.0 and HDMI for the headset, each 
sensor requires a USB 2.0 or higher. 
You’ll need one sensor for tracking 

the headset and another for the 
Touch controllers. This means if 
you’re planning on playing with the 
Oculus Touch and the supplied Xbox 
One pad which needs a wireless 
adaptor, you’ll need at least four 
slots free if you don’t want to 
juggle. Conversely, the HTC Vive just 
needs an HDMI and USB 2.0. 
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you’ll need an additional sensor for the controllers, but with every 

movement replicated exactly, it’s worth the extra desk space and usb port 

controls

 Intuitive, comfortable, and with incredible 
finger tracking, the Oculus Touch controllers 
are, by far, the pick of the bunch and worth 
the additional cost 

oculus RIft
Test 02 winner

comfort

the test

being the lightest of the three, the rift headset is exceptionally 
easy on your neck while looking around. it also doesn’t press too 

hard around the eyes, making long play sessions a doddle.  

oculus rift test 02:

t’s all very well to put your head in 

the game, but there’s one other 

key body ingredient to feel truly 

immersed in VR: hands. While you 

can control a slew of virtual reality experiences 

with a more traditional pad, it becomes clear 

that we don’t naturally travel or look around 

like someone steered by two thumbsticks. The 

dreaded VR sickness is nearly always down to 

this as your inner ear can’t come to terms with 

the jarring speed of thumb control. So what’s 

on offer instead?

Incredibly, PS VR’s motion controllers, the 

Move wands, have been around since 2012, so if 

you’ve got a set gathering dust in the cupboard 

you won’t have to shell out the additional 

£69.99. While simplistic compared to the other 

controllers, the wands make perfectly intuitive 

hand replacements for taking out gangsters in 

London Heist and letting you don Batman’s 

gauntlets in Arkham VR. The only thing to be 

wary of is turning away from the PS camera, as 

Point your finger and 
your digital hand will 
do the same
it’s doing all the tracking work for both 

headset and wands, and can get confused.

The Oculus Touch controllers might look 

unassuming but these peripherals are truly 

exceptional. The subtle loop around your 

fingers tracks your digits and a grip button 

under the controller instantly feels like the 

most natural way to interact in VR. Touch 

knows where all your fingers are: point your 

finger and your digital hand will do the same. 

Letting a pixelated butterfly flutter onto your 

finger in the Touch set-up is just the beginning 

of the joy. You’ll have to pay £99 for the 

privilege but they’re worth every penny.

Included in the box, the HTC Vive 

controllers are different again and while their 

design doesn’t feel as intuitive as the Touch, 

the tracking is especially impressive. Whether 

you’re fixing giant Meccano sets in Fantastic 

Contraption or making the most of the unique 

grip control and haptic scroll wheel, there’s 

never a moment of lag. Add in the impressive 

way each game gives the controller new skins 

and functions and it’s a seamless set-up. 

I

dump traditional peripherals and 
embrace the motion-tracked future
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can’t touch thIs
oculus Rift’s exclusive game Robo Recall takes 
immersive controls to the next level 

 Fancy tearing a robot to bits with 
your bare hands? Knocking it down 
with its own arm that you’ve just 
yanked off? Or perhaps even 
juggling a scuttling AI spider foe 
with bullets mid-air? Robo Recall 
from studio Epic Games comes free 
with the Oculus Touch controllers 
and is a thrilling robot shooter fest 

with gorgeous design and 
heart-pounding action. Whether 
you’re testing the expert tracking 
by reaching over your shoulders 
for two enormous shotguns, or 
pretending you’re John Wick with 
a set of pistols, you can feel every 
squeeze of the trigger with the 
Touch haptic feedback. 

each Vive controller has 24 sensors, making it trackable wherever you are 

in the play space. Just mind your light bulb when swinging them around 

the move’s buttons are easy to reach, though you might have to work to 

remember which one is which when the headset is on

comfort

the test

unexpectedly light and easy to put on, the ps vr will leave you with 
unattractive ‘vr face’ marks not long into your session but is 

comfortable enough for extended play. 

comfort

the test

the vive is careful not to let in any of the outside world, which 
means it presses exceptionally snugly against your face. you’ll have 

a ski-mask feel (and the resulting marks) not long into play. 

playstation vr htc vive
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This finally feels like the 
slick consumer version 
of Oculus we deserve

The full experience is where Vive truly 

comes to life. The pillars are there: slick Steam 

integration, a great set of controllers, room-

scale VR. Add in the crisp OLED screen and a 

powerful gaming PC and you’ll quickly exit the 

real world. Exceptional visual quality thrillingly 

combines with the fact that, if you’ve got the 

space, you can walk freely around the game. 

Add in the front-facing camera and chaperone 

system to keep you safe and, despite the fact 

that it looks a little less slick than its 

competitors, the Vive is a hell of a package. 

The Rift might not have quite the same 

room-scale offering, but its visual fidelity 

matches the Vive. The field of view is 

consistently impressive, and if you find things 

slightly fuzzy, twiddling the lens distance 

knob sharpens everything. Given how many 

iterations Oculus has been through, this finally 

feels like the slick consumer version we 

deserve. Plus, Microsoft’s clear involvement 

means exclusive VR experiences like Minecraft 

make the experience even more enticing. 

because VR sickness is very real, each oculus app is rated on the store for 

comfort level so those with a sensitive inner ear know what to avoid

t’s worth saying now that 

regardless of which of the big 

three you choose, donning one of 

these headsets is transformative. 

They are literally a window to another world. 

Every friend that visits will be forced to don 

VR and experience exactly what it’s like to 

disappear into pixels. But which experience 

truly reigns supreme? 

Performance-wise, the PS VR is constantly 

surprising. This is a headset built for existing 

home console tech and in that it excels. While 

the PS4 Pro delivers a slight boost in graphical 

quality and framerate in games like Crytek’s 

dino adventure Robinson: The Journey, the 

standard PS4 offers up a satisfyingly solid 

experience. It has a slightly smaller field of 

view than its competitors but your eyes never 

feel restricted and, like the other headsets, it’s 

easy to forget that you might once have been 

able to see the edges. Pair with a set of Move 

wands and a gorgeous experience like Batman: 

Arkham VR and Sony’s headset holds its own. 

I

specs are all very well but which  
one is the best to play with?

performance

you can stream your Xbox one games into the headset, but only via your pc – 

no direct plugging into the console

 Nothing can compete with the  
full immersion of wandering around  
in a game world in your living room.  
Truly groundbreaking

htc VIVe
Test 03 winner

oculus rift test 03:
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sony’s headset excels for more static structured experiences, but Resi 7 

needs to be played for true terror, even if it will make you sick

while the useful chaperone system keeps you off the walls, remember where the 

floor is before you start looking at things on the ground

while there’s a limited pool of ps VR games compared to Vive and oculus, you 

can play everything else on ps4 in an impressive cinema mode

If you don’t have enough space to walk around, there are sitting and standing 

set-ups that’ll let you make the most of your room

shop to It
you’ve got the headset but where are  
all the games?

 While PS VR lets you access the 
PS4 PlayStation Store via its cinema 
mode with the screen ‘projected’ in 
front of you, both the HTC Vive and 
Oculus Rift have more immersive 
shopping options. The Rift pops 
you into a relaxing brightly lit living 
room, complete with crackling 
Minecraft-style fire and beanbags 

as you scroll intuitively through the 
games on offer. Vive, on the other 
hand, loads up SteamVR, dropping 
you into space with your base 
stations floating in midair while 
you get down to the business of 
exploring the ultra-slick Steam 
Store. Familiar yet futuristic, it’s 
a joy to use.  

playstation vr htc vive
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State of the Art

t3 rates: easy to set up and 
incredible motion tracking 
with existing tech.
t3 hates: those essential 
extras really rack up the 
cost price.
t3 says: an exceptional VR 
experience with a console you 
probably already own. more 
games please. 

t3 rates: the best VR 
controllers on the market.
t3 hates: when it comes to pc 
ports, the Rift is just greedy.
t3 says: an incredibly close 
second, oculus Rift has some 
brilliant exclusive titles, 
incredible controls, and 
packs a serious eyeball punch 
in visual fidelity.

2nd oculus Rift
price: £499  
(£598 with touch)
url: oculus.com

3rd playstation VR
price: £349.99 (excluding 
camera and controllers)
url: playstation.com

01 go portable
If you want to dive into VR but 
don’t like the idea of a huge 
gaming PC in your living room/ 
future virtual play area, there’s 
an easy, if expensive, solution. 
VR-ready gaming laptops come 
with Nvidia’s latest series of 
graphics cards, letting you play 
and pack up when you’re done. 
The ultra-thin Razer Blade 
(£1,799, razerzone.com) comes 
with a GTX 1060 as standard and 
ate Oculus Rift’s Robo Recall for 
breakfast in our test.  

02 hide those  
base stations
Thankfully, Vive’s tracking 
devices look a bit like miniature 
speakers and blend in well to 
most rooms. Wall mounting isn’t 
to everyone’s taste so hide them 
on the top of bookcases or 
cabinets and feed the wires 
down the back. Subtle. 
 
03 take over  
the spare room
Go on, you know you want to. Pair 
up the HTC Vive or Oculus Rift 

with a full room in your house 
and go to town. For a richer Rift 
experience, pick up an additional 
sensor for £59 and position it 
behind you for full 360° action. 
Just don’t forget you’re attached 
to a PC. Speaking of which… 

04 go big and  
stay home
Once you’ve decided on a 
permanent space for VR, it’s time 
to pick up a PC, and there’s no 
need to just buy the first ugly 
black box you see with the right 

five ways to set up vr in your home, mess-free

graphics card. Alienware’s Aurora 
range is attractive, liquid cooled, 
and you can future-proof 
yourself up to an Nvidia GTX 1080.

05 get a head 
And finally, if PS VR is your 
experience of choice, there’s 
no need to just abandon your 
headset in a pile next to the TV. 
For a reasonable £29.99 you can 
pick up a head-shaped stand 
with a chrome-finished base 
and cable tidy. Definitely not 
creepy at all. 

t3 rates: ultimate immersion 
just sneaks this ahead of the 
competition – gazing over 
parapets, out of windows 
and into the eyes of your 
enemies; this is a full, 
beautiful gaming world just 
waiting to be explored. 
t3 slates: It’s not cheap and, 
just like the oculus Rift, 
you’re going to need a pc with 
a beefy graphics card, but 

that doesn’t have to mean 
breaking the bank. 
t3 says: the supreme 
virtual reality package, 
the htc Vive is still the 
solution to beat. Incredible 
visuals, exceptional tech 
and the ultimate escape 
solution if you’re willing to 
make the investment.

1st htc Vive 
price: £759 url: vive.com/uk

The overall 
winner is…
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essential
htc vive  
games
 never come back to the real  
world with these must-play experiences 
for t3’s favourite vr headset

 1 elite dangerous If you think Frontier’s space adventure 
is immersive enough on a flatscreen, 

think again. Plug into your ship, battle, trade 
and travel the galaxy in Vive and you’ll 
probably never want to take the headset off 
ever again. Be warned. This should be called 
Frankly Dangerous.
£19.99

 2job simulator
Because after a hard day at work, all 
everyone wants to do is spend the 

evening performing menial tasks as a robot, 
right? Whether it’s working as a gourmet chef 
or as a convenience store clerk, there’s far too 
much fun to be had in this ‘human’ simulator 
where you can touch and play with everything.
£22.99

 3 the brookhaven experiment 
Horror in HTC Vive is truly terrifying, 

and nothing shows off its grim potential more 
than this zombie shooter. Waves of hideous 
monstrosities stagger out of the dark and all 
you’re armed with is a pistol fast running out 
of ammo and a flickering torch… 
£14.99

 4 star wars:  trials on tatooine 
There’s only five words that matter 

here: You. Can. Swing. A. Lightsaber. Even 
better is that this lovely Jedi-flavoured 
offering from LucasFilm’s ILMxLAB is 
absolutely free for all Vive users. And yep, you 
can meet (and defend) a droid called R2-D2. 
Hello, wish fulfillment. 
FREE

 5 thebluLess stressful and weapon-packed 
than the others on this list, there’s 

nothing as genuinely beautiful as exploring 
the briny depths of TheBlu. Wandering around 
the deck of a pirate ship as an 80ft whale 
swims past needs to be seen to be believed. 
And that’s before you meet the sea turtles. 
£6.99

02

05

01

04

03







just a few years ago, the 
idea of home robots that 
could help with your chores 
and entertain you in your 
home was ludicrous – it was 
the pure fantasy of Hanna-
barbera’s the jetsons. but 
today, home automation is 
one of the biggest areas 
of tech – as are robots 
that can give you answers, 
do your chores, provide 
entertainment and very 
much not kill you in your 
sleep. so it’s now up to 
me to laden my house with 
ai, seeing if the latest 
in home robotics, from 
gigantic humanoids to voice-
controllers, can make my 
life easier, increase my 
knowledge and bring me a 
bit of fun along the way. 
Hey, i might even make a new 
robotic friend (maybe i’ll 
call him johnny six). all 
within a day. let’s call it 
‘a day in the life of Rob 
and his Rob-bots’.

google it
Let’s start with something small – but 
something that offers a wide-range of 
entertainment and knowledge: Google 

Home. Whilst I wouldn’t exactly class this 
as a robot, it is a very smart personal 
assistant that can provide answers for 
everything. It’s triggered by the familiar 
‘OK Google’ command (so bear that in 
mind if you have an Android phone). So 
I start by asking “OK Google, tell me the 
news”. As more Trump controversy is read 
out I quiet it by desperately yelling “OK 
Google, Stop”, before asking it to play 
Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots by The 
Flaming Lips as I devour my cornflakes. 
Luckily, now being unemployed, I don’t 
have much in my calendar today – 
something Google Home tells me in what 

seems like a rather glib way (alright Google, 
don’t rub it in).

But I can’t just sit in my pants waiting 
for Judge Rinder, there’s stuff to be done in 
the house today. Namely some vacuuming. 
I hate vacuuming. With a passion. But the 
crumb level is looking worse than 
sweepings at the Hobnob factory so it’s 
time to clean up. Nestled away in the 
corner of my room is the Neato Botvac 
Connected, and thanks to Alexa support 
I don’t even need to drag my lazy arse 
off the sofa – just lift my feet up when it 
scoots past. I do have to enable the ‘Skill’ in 
the Alexa app on my iPhone, but that 

tHE Robots tHat HElpEd mE
These six android aids got me through my day…

This little fella is 
controlled via an app 
on your smartphone 
and will tell you 
stories, dance with 
you and even exercise 
with you. It’s 
surprisingly flexible 
and pretty tough, 
being built out of 
sturdy aluminium, 
and will give you 
around 60 minutes 
on a charge. 
£399, ubtrobot.com

 ubtEcH  
 alpHa 1s 

If you’re after a 
companion but can’t 
be arsed with the 
dog mess or hair 
everywhere, CHiP 
could be the ideal 
robot. You can 
pet him and he’ll 
react, and using 
the smartwatch 
controller you can 
summon him and play 
with him until your 
heart’s content.  
£200, wowwee.com/chip

  cHip  

This connected robot 
vacuum cleaner has 
something rather 
special about it – 
it can be controlled 
by Amazon Alexa. You 
can tell it to start 
cleaning from your 
sofa! You can also 
control it via your 
phone, and with a 
long-lasting battery 
your cleaning woes 
are pretty much over.
£680, neatorobotics.com

 nEato botvac 
 connEctEd 

What can we say 
about Amazon Echo 
that you don’t 
already know? Ask it 
to play music, tell 
you the weather, turn 
your lights on and 
off and much more. 
Install the Alexa app 
on your smartphone, 
set it up and then 
add ‘Skills’ to get 
it to do more – all 
by saying “Alexa…” 
£150, amazon.co.uk

 amazon EcHo 

Google’s answer 
to Amazon Echo is 
pretty special – and 
more search-focused 
than Alexa. You can 
literally ask this 
thing anything and 
it’ll pull the top 
result out from 
Google. Oh, and you 
can also control 
Spotify, Google Play 
Music and others.
£tbc ($129),  
store.google.com

 GooGlE HomE 

Easy to learn to 
ride, a doddle 
to control, and 
relatively light 
and portable, this 
transportation 
device takes a bit 
of getting used to, 
but you can be the 
ultimate lazy git 
– summon it from 
across the room and 
jump on, all without 
a walking motion.
£700, ukswegways.com

  ninEbot  
 minipRo 

1 2 3 4 5 6
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“very good, but now 
go and rescue a boy 
down a well”
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“this unemployment 
lark is a tad 
dull. i need some 
companionship”

So who is Pepper?
Pepper is SoftBank Robotics’ 
latest humanoid. For one, Pepper 
can understand emotions – joy, 
sadness, anger or surprise. He 
can also interpret a smile, frown 
or tone of voice. How? Well, 
four directional microphones in 
his head enable him to detect 
where sounds are coming from and 
enable him to identify emotions.

What’s more, Pepper has a 3D 
camera and two HD cameras that 
enable him to recognise your 
facial expressions and emotions 
– if you’re sad he’ll try and 
cheer you up. He’ll also give 
you the latest news, weather, 
sport and so on thanks to his 
internet connection.

But what’s really impressive 
is his movement. Pepper moves 
like a real human – the fluidity 
is astounding. Find out more at 
www.ald.softbankrobotics.com/en.

insert doctor Who title 
sequence here…

you’re knackered – but the machines 
never tire. never, do you hear?!



of course, the 
robot hadn’t had six 
pints and a curry 
the night before
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 “their faces turn to a blend 
of joy with utter terror as 
out comes pepper”

for me to write that sentence than go down 
the shops. It takes a little getting used to 
the Ninebot miniPRO, and it’s not strictly 
legal to ride it on the streets of the UK, 
but that pasty had my name on it.

All this sitting and Ninebotting around 
is gonna get me even fatter than I already 
am. But exercising alone ain’t no fun, is it? 
I have another little buddy I can call on to 
help me out with this – the Ubtech Alpha 1s. 
Now, I have to be honest, I’ve never 
exercised… with a robot before. Again to 
the iPhone, starting an exercise routine 
that the Alpha rips through as I’m sweating. 
It even does one-armed push-ups to 
reinforce how weedy and unfit I am. The 
robot will also read stories and dance 
around – so I put on a silly dance routine. 
Who looks like the idiot now, Metal Mickey?

It’s evening now, and the new T3 team 
are paying me a visit to see how I’m getting 
on with my new robot friends. And boy do 
I have a surprise for them! I crack open a 
bottle of the finest Cava (they won’t know 
the difference, trust me) and some mini 
poppadoms. The doorbell goes and I have 
a surprise for them. Their faces turn to a 
blend of sheer joy with utter terror as out 
comes Pepper. This £17k humanoid robot 
doesn’t do chores or anything, but it’s 

T3 gets a crash course in  
professional drone racing. 

nExt montH

cracking company. It recognises emotions, 
and you can pretty much have a full 
conversation with it – it gesticulating with 
unbelievable fluidity. The team all have a 
chat and even a little dance with Pepper.  

As the team leave and I ask Google to 
play Short Circuit on Netflix on my smart 
TV, I think about how these robots will 
make a difference to my life on a daily 
basis. With a flux of new ones appearing 
such as Kuri (heykuri.com), Buddy 
(bluefrogrobotics.com) and more, it’s an 
incredibly exciting time. Whilst I could do 
with a few more chore-focused machines, 
I’ve made a friend in Pepper and my days 
sitting around the house with no one to talk 
to are almost over. Until he runs out of 
batteries, I guess.
Thanks very much to GWS Robotics for 
bringing its Pepper robot around to Rob’s 
pad for the evening. GWS Robotics are 
specialist developers of custom 
applications for the SoftBank Pepper 
robot. Find out more about its services 
at gwsrobotics.com.

literally takes minutes. So I mute the 
TV for a bit and say “Alexa, ask Neato to 
start cleaning”. The familiar blue ring lights 
up on my Echo and the Neato Bot starts. 
I can pause it and return it to its base by 
similar commands – something I do when 
I’ve had enough of the noise and an 
interesting storyline crops up on Jeremy 
Kyle (I can’t believe he’s not the real dad!). 
I can also ask Alexa to make me coffee, 
thanks to the Smarter coffee machine. 

man’s best friend
To be fair, though, this unemployment lark 
is a tad dull. I need some companionship. 
Unfortunately, I haven’t got a real dog (I’d 
have to vacuum more, for a start). The next 
best thing is CHiP, an app-controlled robot 
dog that is, trust us, a lot better than it 
sounds. With the smart band on as well this 
little iPooch will follow you around and 
recognise you – and come to you when you 
call it. It’ll even play with a smart ball. The 
sensor on CHiP’s head enables you to pet 
it and it reacts accordingly.

As much fun as CHiP is, I’d better leave 
the house at least once today. Once again 
I fire up my phone, open up the Ninebot 
app and summon my Ninebot miniPRO 
from across the room. Using the app, I can 
control it completely remotely, as well as 
measure my riding distance. The ultimate in 
laziness, I ride it to my front door, out into 
the corridor, into the lift, out again, into the 
supermarket, down the pasty isle, Apple 
Pay at the checkout, back out, through the 
doors, into the lift, in the front door, over to 
the sofa, and dismount. It took more effort 
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Load-up your backpack with this spring’s 
hottest outdoors tech and accessories

 words  claire davies 

 Vango Edoras 400XL
 Love camping but loathe erecting tents? Vango feels your pain, adding a new model to its  

sought-after Airbeam range with the Edoras 400XL. A spacious four-man tent rocking roof-light 

windows and Vango’s new SkyTrack System, which enables you to hang lanterns, washbags and 

more, the Edoras 400XL is a home from home. Inflatable pre-bend beams and an improved pump 

ensure fast, faff-free tent erection without the sticks. Lights Out inner fabric blocks early morning 

sunlight, with ProTex Fabric and Airzone tech teaming up to keep the tent breathable and dry.

£800, vango.co.uk
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 C-mE FLying CamEra
  Don’t endanger your life for a selfie – let the C-me handle that cliff edge for you. This 

pocket drone with folding props features an 8MP camera with Full HD video capability, plus 

built-in image stabilisation tech to minimise blur. There’s also a range of features, such as 

burst mode and 360-degree panoramas, to enhance your outdoors photography.

£179.99, revell.de/en

 BioLite Campstove 2
 The revamped CampStove 2 

is designed to create smokeless 

fires, while generating power to 

charge a phone (or other small 

USB device). This new model 

has its own built-in battery.

£124.95, bioliteenergy.com

 sitpack
 You’ve been hiking for miles 

and miles – stop and enjoy the 

view while perched on the 

award-winning Sitpack. When 

unfolded it transforms into a 

13-inch seat for supporting over 

286lbs of weight. 

£45, sitpack.dk

   Keen Westward  
mid WP

 Satiate your wanderlust 

without compromising on style 

with Keen’s new urban-style 

waterproof Voyageur boot, 

replete with cushioned collar, 

a compression-molded 

footbed and rubber outsole 

for day-long support.

£99.99, keenfootwear.com

  TomTom 
adVEnTurEr

 Whatever your outdoors 

pursuit, TomTom’s latest GPS 

watch has the smarts to keep 

up. Created for those who love 

breaking a sweat in the wild, 

the Adventurer has a built-in 

heart-rate monitor that spots 

when you’re in fat-burning 

mode. GPS, Compass and 

Barometer tracking capture 

stats like altitude, distance and 

speed, and a Trail Exploration 

feature helps you plan new 

routes. Multiple outdoor sports 

are tracked automatically, and 

an integrated 3GB music player 

means you can stream music to 

your wireless earphones when 

you need Rocky soundtrack 

motivation during that trail run.

£269.99, tomtom.com
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 ThE norTh FaCE mEn’s EnduranCE uLTra
 Make strides with trail running this summer by stepping into these lightweight shoes, 

fitted with a Vibram Megagrip outsole to help you stay sure-footed on even the slickest 

terrain. There’s a ton of tech inside these shoes, including Snake Plate forefoot protection 

and an Ultra Protect Cradle to deliver maximum stability and flexibility mid-run. 

£110, thenorthface.com

 PaTagonia 850 
doWn sLEEPing Bag  

 Give cold nights the elbow with 

Patagonia’s new line of (traceable) 

down sleeping bags, built for 

supreme comfort and endurance. 

Field-tested and constructed from 

high-grade materials, this mummy-

style 850 Down Sleeping Bag has a 

differential baffle construction to 

eliminate cold spots, keeping you 

snug in temperatures as low as -7°.

From £360, patagonia.co.uk

 CoToPaXi inTi 2
 Say hello to ‘the Swiss Army knife of tents’, a lightweight, three-in-one shelter for solo 

(or two-man) backpacking adventures. A three-season tent with double-wall construction, 

a tough, 15D water-resistant nylon and mesh outer, plus a snap-in alcove for extended space, 

the versatile Inti 2 will see you from one getaway to the next.

$299.95 (£246.78), cotopaxi.com
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 PanasoniC  
LumiX LX100 

 Get stunning clear photos of your 

travels from a pocket-sized camera with 

this impressive piece of engineering 

from Panasonic. The 12-megapixel 

sensor isn’t especially high resolution, 

but it’s really big – Micro Four Thirds size 

– which means it takes amazingly crisp, 

bright, colourful pics out in nature, or 

can add some impressive depth-of-field 

bokeh looks for portraits. The Leica 

Summilux lens is top quality, with a 

maximum aperture of f1.7, making it 

superb for fast-moving subjects or 

low-light shots of those beautiful 

beachside sunsets. The camera is 

designed to really help you get the most 

out of those great specs, too: it has an 

electronic viewfinder on the back, 

plenty of adjustment options on its 

control dials, and a manual focus ring 

on the lens, despite basically being a 

compact camera at just 114.8 x 55 x 

66.2mm. Oh, and it takes 4K video at 

30fps too. It’s the ideal travel shooter.

£499, panasonic.com/uk

 goal Zero 
Lighthouse 
micro Lantern

 Whether you’re 

camping, trekking 

or poking around in 

dark, subterranean 

caves, this 

150-lumen lantern 

will light your way. 

Weatherproof and 

chargeable via USB 

or a compatible 

solar panel, the 

Lighthouse Micro 

Lantern packs a 

dazzling punch for 

such a teeny device. 

A charge will keep it 

going for 170 hours 

(on lowest setting).

$19.99 (£16.45), 

goalzero.com

 hydro Flask
 Keep cold drinks 

chilled with this 

insulated water 

bottle, crafted from 

pro-grade steel and 

designed with 

TempShield double 

wall insulation. The 

Hydro Flask comes 

in seven sizes and 12 

different colours, 

allowing you to mix 

’em up, meaning 

there are as many 

as 183,456 

combinations! The 

models, with 

different mouths and 

caps, suit a variety of 

outdoor pursuits. 

From £29.95,  

hydroflask.com

 rumpl Puffe-
 Stay warm and 

connected wherever 

you are with this 

battery-powered 

heated blanket. The 

Puffe-, available for 

pre-order now, also 

acts as a power 

source for your 

phone or tablet – 

simply plug the 

device into the 

Puffe-’s rechargeable 

battery. Coming in 

moss green and 

charcoal grey, it’s 

available in both a 

natural down fill and 

a synthetic fill, and is 

machine washable.

$225, 

gorumpl.com

 suunTo sParTan sPorT hr 
 New for 2017, Suunto’s first GPS sportswatch with 

Valencell PerformTrek optical heart-rate monitoring is the 

ideal partner for exercising and exploring outside. Robust, 

water-resistant and with over 80 pre-set sports modes, the 

Spartan Sport HR will keep pace with you – and never let 

you get lost. The colour touchscreen is readable in bright 

sunlight, and the 12-hour battery life is enough to see you 

through an active day.

£479, suunto.com/en-GB
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 CoLumBia ouTdry EX ECo JaCKET
 Enjoy nature while reducing your eco-imprint with Columbia’s revolutionary new shell. The 

Extreme Eco is the first high-performance jacket made without perfluorinated compounds, 

which are harmful to the environment. With its hardy waterproof membrane and bonded visor, 

the Extreme Eco will withstand harsh weather conditions long after you’ve given up.

£160, columbiasportswear.co.uk
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 EZViZ s1C 
 Action cameras are ace for documenting white-knuckle downhill rides or for gently 

lifelogging your way through a national park. And you don’t have to spend a fortune to get a 

good one, either. Step forward the Ezviz S1C, a new action camera with a small price and big 

tech. This 8MP Bluetooth camera supports 1440p video capture at 30fps, and has a range of 

modes including Burst and Time Lapse. There’s a two-inch touchscreen to view footage on, 

with distortion correction tech ensuring your videos are crystal clear.

£99.99, ezvizlife.com

 osprey aether ag 60 
 Backpacking’s most famous 

pack, thanks to that 2001 Everest 

cover of Time Magazine, this 

revamped version’s features 

include moldable IsoForm hipbelt.

£190, ospreyeurope.com

 JBL Flip 4
 Soundtrack your wild swimming escapades with JBL’s 

new waterproof Bluetooth speaker. It can be completely 

submerged in water and connected to two phones for 

shared DJ-ing.

£119.99, uk.jbl.com

 otterbox defender 
Tough series

 Outdoor shenanigans are fun 

– until you drop your phone. 

Keep your device safe inside this 

shock-absorbing, three-layer 

case that guards against drops, 

scratches, dust and grime.

From £42.99,  

otterbox.co.uk

 4gee WiFi mini
 Want to watch a movie al 

fresco or work very remotely? 

Then nab some superfast 4G 

with this pocket Wi-Fi hotspot 

and end any beastly buffering.

From £39.99, shop.ee.co.uk

 goBQ grill 
 Whether you’re picnicking, 

fishing, boating or hiking, grab a 

fold-up GoBQ Grill, made with 

heat- and flame-resistant fabric, 

and enjoy delicious BBQ 

wherever you pitch up. 

$149.95 (£123.42), 

gobqgrills.com
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Our five awards

Our missiOn is tO bring yOu  
the clearest recOmmendatiOns  
we can – and that means a great 
deal Of hard wOrk happens befOre 
a prOduct even reaches Our pages!

Because we only feature products  
the T3 team would happily use ourselves,  
we end up discarding a significant number 
of options in each category before settling 
on a final shortlist to review. In this 
respect, T3 Select does exactly what it 
says on the tin, picking only the best of  
the best to test; the gear we know you’ll  
want to seriously consider purchasing. 

And that should mean an end to you 
having to undertake hours of painstaking 
research and product comparisons. 

You won’t see any duff products 
featured in our tests, but you will come 
away with clarity on which one is the  
best in its category or for a specific  
task: our awards badges (see below) 
ensure that everything T3 recommends  
is clearly highlighted on the page.

It goes without saying that every 
product in T3 Select has been thoroughly 
tested by our team of experts, enabling 
you to buy with total confidence.

How we test…
The scores
explained

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

ediTed by
nick Odantzis
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is nintendo’s 
new handheld 

games console a 
return to form?

p84

Switch up

Forget it

below average

Good for the price

very good all round

an exceptional, 
best-in- class product
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ollowing the failure of 

the Wii U, Nintendo has 

had the world’s eyes set 

squarely upon it in the last 

few years. It’s needed a win badly, 

and although last year’s Pokémon 
Go and the NES Classic Mini earned 

it a few feathers in Mario’s red cap, 

things on the home console front 

were seriously flagging. With over-

complexity seen as the main reason 

for Wii U’s poor sales, Nintendo 

needed to re-evaluate. 

Everyone and their granny 

understood the Wii, with its easy-

to-grasp remote and Wii Sports. It 

was simple, and it was fun. The Wii U 

and its gamepad, on the other hand, 

presented a new level of complexity, 

and the touted second-screen 

experience failed to convince gamers 

or critics. Despite this, anticipation 

for its successor, codenamed NX, has 

been high. With the release of the 

now-named Switch, Nintendo has 

not disappointed.

Never to be seen sitting on its 

laurels, Nintendo has attempted 

to merge the home and handheld 

markets, and present a solution 

no-one even knew they needed. The 

result is a system powerful enough 

to play core console experiences not 

only on an HDTV, but also on the go. 

On top of that, the Switch supports 

two-player gaming straight out of the 

box, and wireless connectivity opens 

up a wealth of possibilities for local 

and global network multiplayer.

Looks-wise, the Switch has come 

out swinging, as it sports a stylish 

but playful look. The ‘Fisher Price’ 

appearance of the Wii U gamepad has 

been cast aside and the Switch is the 

most sophisticated console Nintendo 

has ever designed. It comes in two 

options, one with bog-standard grey 

controllers, the other sporting a rather 

funky neon red/blue colour scheme.

The Joy-Con controllers are 

surprisingly pleasant to pick up and 

hold. At first glance they resemble 

SPECiFiCaTiONS 

NiNTENdO diTChES ThE Wii U aNd SPriNTS FUll SPEEd ahEad iNTO UNkNOWN TErriTOry

F
an amalgamation between the Wii 

remote and nunchuck, but feel far 

more solid and weighty. Both slide 

satisfyingly into the main unit, offering 

a rewarding click as they connect. 

A nice touch is that they can detach 

to become individual controllers; 

an inspired move by Nintendo that 

enables multiplayer gaming with only 

a single console. Sizing means that 

while portability is an option, you 

will require a case in which to ferry it 

around, as the console is essentially 

a small tablet, and the metal casing 

adds a decent weight to the system.

The console hosts all the usual 

buttons you’d come to expect from 

a modern controller, and most sit on 

Switch-ing direction

Review

PriCE £279.99 Url nintendo.co.uk SCrEEN 6.2-inch LCD 
rESOlUTiON 1280 × 720 SizE 239 x 102 x 14 mm STOragE 
32GB internal flash memory CONNECTiviTy 802.11ac wi-
Fi, Bluetooth 4.1 iNClUdEd aCCESSOriES 2x detatchable 
Joy-Con, 2x Joy-Con straps, dock and power supply

aBOvE The screen 
is bright, sharp 
and punchy; 
not quite iPad 
territory, but 
zelda’s scale is 
still stunning

POrTaBlE PlEaSUrE
Nintendo’s legacy in portable 
gaming stems back to the 
original Game Boy. That heritage 
is evident in the Switch’s 
simple, but refined, design
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 Select 
Nintendo Switch

 Select 
Nintendo Switch

dOCkiNg grEaT
it’s easy to forget you’re playing a 
handheld console once the switch is 
docked and connected to a big screen

gET a griP
Swapping the Joy-Con onto the grip 

is quick and easy; the resulting 
controller, ugly as it may be, is 
surprisingly comfortable to use
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the Joy-Con, with only the power 

and volume buttons being housed 

on the tablet portion. On top sits the 

minuscule card slot; there’s something 

extremely satisfying about Nintendo 

going back to cartridge media for 

its primary system. A dedicated 

screenshot button sits on the left 

Joy-Con and offers players the ability 

to effortlessly capture moments 

that can be edited and posted to 

social media via the Album app on 

the Home menu. Plus- and minus- 

shaped buttons adorn the upper 

edge of the Joy-Con and represent 

the more traditionally associated 

select and start functionality. The 

analogue thumb-sticks have a good 

deal of travel for a portable system, 

as Nintendo previously ultilised slider 

sticks and nubs on the 3DS, neither 

of which were durable enough. That 

the light does catch. Move things to 

the dock, though, and you get to play 

everything on the big screen, and 

it couldn’t be easier. Just slide the 

system into the bundled dock and 

you’re ready to go. 

The rear of the dock houses an 

HDMI output, a USB Type-C port for 

power and a USB 3 port for charging 

accessories or connecting external 

storage. With only two more USB 2 

ports on the side of the unit it’s all very 

minimalist, with only a single power 

LED and Switch logo on the faceplate.

Also in the box is a Joy-Con grip, 

a handy ‘shell’ that allows users to 

continue playing from the sofa. The 

Joy-Cons slide effortlessly into either 

side and provide a more conventional 

control pad experience. Generally, we 

found ourselves reaching for the Pro 

controller, which is sold separately. Its 

The alternatives

zelda on the go,  
need we say more!

you will need a clutch 
bag sized carry-case

Battery life should be 
longer. Way longer

said, the sticks don’t have the fluidity 

of a PS4 or Xbox One controller, 

and a discerning gamer will detect 

a distinctly ‘clicky’ feel during stick 

rotation. The right thumb-stick sits a 

little low on its Joy-Con in our opinion, 

but it’s only an issue for those with 

large digits. The main ABXY button 

setup is a familiar sight for Nintendo 

fans, taking inspiration from the classic 

button layout that harks back to the 

Super Nintendo days.

The screen offers a generous 

viewing angle with little fall off 

to either contrast and luminosity, 

essential when using the system’s 

gyroscopic sensors for precise aiming 

of an arrow in Zelda. But there’s a 

noticeable reflectiveness when held at 

certain angles, seemingly caused by 

the texture of the LCD screen coating. 

Blacks can become washed out when 

aBOvE There’s 
a host of 
accessories 
available at 
launch to spend 
even more  
money on

haNdliNg iT likE a PrO
The Pro controller doesn’t come 
cheap, but it sports a high end 

finish and built-in motion controls. 
A huge improvement over the wii U’s    

aPPlE  
iPhONE 7

 Gaming on your 
phone has come a long 
way since the Nokia 
N-Gage, and Apple’s 
flagship device is no 

slouch when it comes to quality gaming on the go. 
It’s even got Mario and Pokémon now…
From £599, apple.com

SONy 
viTa

 It may be getting 
a bit long in the tooth 
but Sony hasn’t given 
up on its pocket 
PlayStation just yet. 

Its styling is classic Sony industrial design, and its 
selection of smart indie games is second to none.
From £199, playstation.com

NiNTENdO 3dS
 Having sold more 

than 60 million 3DS 
systems, Nintendo 
clearly understands 
the handheld market. 
If the Switch is beyond 

your budget, then get your portable gaming joy in 
autostereoscopic 3D.
From £159.99, nintendo.co.uk
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the definitive choice for those willing 

to pay a premium price: its buttons 

are larger, and it includes a set of 

conventional shoulder triggers. Its only 

downfall is a lack of a headphone jack, 

and Bluetooth headphone support 

isn’t currently an option on Switch.

Sound output from the Switch’s 

tablet is crisp and of a decent volume. 

Two small speakers are situated below 

the screen and sit on either side of 

Joy-Con; you’re unlikely to cover them 

up during play.

The USB Type-C connection sees 

Nintendo finally moving away from 

proprietary connections, meaning that 

although it still comes with a Nintendo 

power brick, the Switch can now draw 

power from a whole host of sources. If 

you’ve still got that portable charger 

you used during last summer’s 

Pokémon Go craze you can now 

put it to good use to directly charge 

the Switch. The downside is that the 

charging port sits on the underside 

of the device, meaning players can’t 

charge while playing in table top 

mode via the fold-out kick stand.

Starting up or powering down the 

console is incredibly fast and pressing 

Home during a game will instantly 

whip players back to the Home screen. 

Following this with a quick press of the 

power button will see the Switch enter 

sleep mode. Waking it back up is just 

as simple, and makes for a slick user 

Thanks to its modular design, it’s 

easy to imagine Nintendo following 

in Apple and Sony’s footsteps by 

releasing a more powerful ‘Pro’ 

model in a few years. One that 

allows users to connect their existing 

accessories. With half cycles now 

becoming the norm with the likes of 

PS4 Pro and Xbox Scorpio, there’s a 

good chance Nintendo will look to 

capitalise with a similar roadmap.

The Switch is a system that 

Nintendo wants you to enjoy any time, 

anywhere and with anyone. If you 

fancy a spot of full-fat Mario, Zelda 

and Mario Kart, the Switch means you 

can, in any circumstance. It may not be 

as powerful as its peers, but the best 

console is the one you have with you.

T3 raTES The Switch sucessfuly 
provides a home console 
experience anywhere you take it.  
T3 SlaTES Lack of D-pad; no 
Bluetooth headset compatibility; 
no pack-in game is something  
of an oversight.
T3 SayS Nintendo has again shaken 
up the industry, and done so 
in in its own uniquely fun and 
whimsical way.

experience. Happily, the user interface 

moves away from the Mii-focused 

environments of the Wii systems, but 

does feel watered down in its current 

state. Third party apps are currently 

non-existent, so if you’re looking for a 

device that excels at games and offers 

the latest TV episodes on Netflix, then 

the Switch isn’t it. Hopefully we’ll see 

that change.

Gaming performance varies title to 

title, and launch games can never offer 

a decent representation of a console’s 

potential. That being said, frame-rate 

dips were evident when playing the 

more taxing areas in Zelda: Breath of 
the Wild, but the system does pack 

in the power via Nvidia’s quad-core 

Tegra X1 processor. It’s quite the 

achievement when comparing side-

by-side to either the PS4 or Xbox One. 

By scale, this thing is tiny, but what 

that means for ports of more popular 

titles has yet to be seen, as current 

popular multi-platform franchises are 

yet to surface on the Switch.

Battery life is anywhere between 

2.5 to 6 hours of play depending 

on game type and system settings. 

Adding to this, the Joy-Con 

themselves will require a charge every 

20 hours. The downside is that they 

require attaching to the main unit to 

charge, as the bundled Joy-Con grip 

isn’t of the powered variety – that 

model has to be bought separately.

aBOvE The 
tabletop mode 
relies on 
the built-in 
kickstand for 
stability; it’s 
designed to snap 
off when pushed 
too far 

The Switch gives 
you Mario and Zelda 
anywhere, any time
NiCk OdaNTziS, dEPUTy EdiTOr
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T3 RaTeS A useful training tool 
for budding athletes, easy-to-use 
voice feedback, signature Oakley 
comfort and built quality.
T3 SlaTeS Occasional voice 
inaccuracy, especially at speed, 
overall interface is clunky.
T3 SayS if you want to get fitter 
and faster, these glasses make 
for a great training companion, 
taking the effort out of planning 
and tracking your routine.

aBOVe They look 
like regular 
Oakleys but nestled 
inside that slick-
looking frame is a 
load of smarts to 
help sports fans

aBOVe RiGhT  
a touchpad built 
into the frame 
gives you access 
to Radar Pace’s 
lifestyle functions

sk any semi-serious 
athlete what sunglasses 
they wear and they’ll 
probably say Oakleys: 

pricey, posh and probably slightly 
unnecessary. Its latest shades, 
though unsurprisingly costly, are 
more than just eye defenders – 
they’re also smart, with a voice-
activated coach within the frame.

Radar Pace is aimed squarely at 
runners and cyclists looking to up 
their game, but it’s more than just a 
stats machine. Radar Pace delivers 
a range of fitness metrics, much like 
you’d get from a cycling computer 
or fitness watch, but crucially, it’s a 
training companion too, thanks to 
built-in training programs designed 
to help you achieve your goals. 

Once you’ve input things like 
your fitness level and what you’re 
looking to achieve, Radar Pace will 
tailor a schedule for you. If you miss 
a training day, it will simply adjust 
your plan to suit. For less hardcore 

JuST when yOu Think yOu’Ve Seen all The fiTneSS Tech 
TheRe iS, alOnG cOmeS Oakley’S TRaininG ShadeS

runs or rides, there’s a Freeform 
option, so you can just go out and 
enjoy yourself and get data 
feedback without the regime.

Just say ‘OK Radar’ and you’ll 
activate the Siri-like voice assistant, 
ready to take your every training 
request. Want to find out your 
current speed or heart rate? Just 
ask and Radar Pace will tell you. The 
built-in in-ear headphones, which 
are three-way adjustable, deliver 
the info straight to your eardrums. 

Radar Pace can pair with external 
sensors such as heart-rate monitors, 
enabling it to get the metrics it 
needs to maximise your training. 

Aside from the occasional 
Bluetooth interference, the voice 
system works perfectly – almost. 
The only issue is that the mic can 
get overwhelmed with wind noise 
at high speed. An aero clip-on helps 
deflect wind, but at 20mph you have 
to shout to be heard, and even then 
it can mishear you. 

While you excercise, Radar Pace 
will regularly give you feedback on 
your performance without ever 
being intrusive, spurring you on 
when you’re behind or telling you 
to ease up if, for instance, you’re 
pedalling too fast for your specific 
training program.

Curiously, Radar Pace drops voice 
in favour of a touchpad integrated 
into the frame for controlling the 
three main non-training functions: 
phone, music and volume. A long 
press of the pad activates Siri or 
Google Now, giving you access to 
your phone’s plethora of voice 
commands, but with so many 
different interface options Radar 
Pace feels a little clunky to use 
when you’re in the thick of things.

Tech nuances aside, the Radar 
Pace glasses are, as you might 
expect from Oakley, wonderful 
things to wear – comfortable, with 
great vision and epic build quality. 

On its own, Radar Pace is a great 
tool for training, allowing you to 
improve your fitness without having 
to formulate your own training plan, 
but if you’re a stats-heavy user you 
might want to pair it with a second 
screen for instant gratification.

£400, uk.oakley.com

A

 Oakley
 Radar Pace
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To enter, simply answer the following question:

what is the most recent battlefield game?

a BaTTlefield 4 b BaTTlefield hardline c BaTTlefield 1

enter today at http://bit.ly/2nnuH3s

The competition closes 25 may 2017. By taking part, 

you agree to be bound by the competition rules:  

futureplc.com/competition-rules. Entries must be 

received by midnight on 25 may 2017 (UK time). Open 

to UK residents aged 18 years and over. There will be 

two winners, each entitled to a noblechairs EPIC Series 

gaming chair. The prize is non-transferable and non-

refundable. There is no cash alternative.

one of Two 
noBlechairs epic 
series gaming chairs

win!
give your tech cave an upgrade 
with this epic gaming chair

Thanks to Overclockers UK – the 
place to head to if you’re looking for 
gaming PCs, components and much 

more – we’re giving away two noblechairs 
EPIC Series gaming chairs this issue. One 
of these thrones makes an ideal upgrade 
for your gaming space, whether you’re a 
hardcore PC gamer or a console fan.

available in a variety of colour 
combinations and covering materials – vegan 
fans can opt for the hyper-realistic faux 
leather, or meat-lovers can go for the real 
thing – this luxury gaming chair will ensure 
that you can commit to lengthy bouts of 
Battlefield 1 or final fantasy XV without 
needing hours of pricey physio treatment. its 
open-cell cold foam structure offers greater 
comfort than lesser chairs, and a high level of 
breathability means your back won’t start to 
melt when things get sweaty.

it’s also easy to get the exact seating 
position you like, thanks to a variety of 
adjustment options. You can alter the height 
and tilt of the chair, and adjust the soft arm 
rest – in four ways, no less.

each epic series chair comes with two 
posh velvet pillows – for the neck and lumbar 
area. comfy!

To find out more about the noblechairs 
epic series gaming chairs, and anything 
about gaming hardware, point your browser 
toward overclockers.co.uk.



Get 5 issues of T3 for just £5! See p5890  T3 may 2017

Review

he original Land Rover 

Discovery was designed 

to be the ultimate lifestyle 

accessory, and over the 

years has managed to combine 

versatility, capability and luxury 

design. It travelled all around the 

world, and became renowned for its 

practicality, so we’ve been eagerly 

waiting to drive the new generation, 

which features modern styling, 

improved efficiency, and most 

crucially, updated technology.

More on that later. First, we’ll take a 

look under the skin of this new car. 

Land Rover has replaced the old, 

heavy chassis with an aluminium 

monocoque which makes the new 

model around 380kg lighter than 

the previous one. That improves 

efficiency, and lets Land Rover equip 

the Disco with smaller engines. The 

base model now features a 2.0-litre 

Ingenium unit with two turbos 

pumping out 240hp. That’ll get you 

from 0 to 60mph in eight seconds.  

It is clearly not a sporty SUV then, but 

the engine is easy to live with, and 

didn’t feel too underpowered. 

There is a V6 diesel also on offer, 

which improves torque. It’s perfect 

for more extreme off-roading or if 

you regularly tow other vehicles. We 

found all models relaxed and refined 

to drive – you don’t feel the need to 

accelerate quickly, and once up to 

speed, the Disco will eat up motorway 

miles comfortably. 

It’LL go anywheRe
We find ourselves in Utah, surrounded 

by rusty red mountains. The Discovery 

looks great out here, like a spaceship 

(especially in comparison to the native 

pickup trucks and sedans). The new 

design is a radical departure from the 

outgoing model, yet it still carries a 

few trademark flourishes, such as the 

stepped roof and asymmetric boot. 

We love it.

Don’t let the less utilitarian design 

fool you, however – the new Discovery 

SPECiFiCaTiONS

t
is even better offroad than previous 

generations. All models have four-

wheel drive with a low ratio transfer 

case. The new Discovery also gets 

Land Rover’s off-roading tech, 

including Terrain Response 2, which 

finds grip on absolutely any surface, 

All-Terrain Progress Control (ATPC), 

and Hill Descent Control. It can wade 

through water 900mm deep, its 

maximum ground clearance is 

283mm, and it has half a metre of 

axle articulation. 

We took the Discovery around 

off-road trails, rock crawling, and over 

sand dunes – obstacles you’d look at 

and think were impossible to drive 

over – but the car made it look easy. 

PriCE from £43,495 UrL landrover.co.uk TOwiNG CaPaCiTy 
3,500kg whEELbaSE 2,923mm wadiNG dEPTh 900mm GEarbOx 
8-speed automatic transmission FEaTUrES Hill Descent 
Control, ATPC, Terrain Response 2, Adaptive Cruise 
Control, 360° Parking Aid, Activity Key, Touchscreen

Land Rover Discovery
wE TravELLEd TO UTah TO PUT LaNd rOvEr’S UPdaTEd OFFrOadEr TO ThE TEST.  
dO wE GET STUCk iN ThE SaNd, Or drivE TriUmPhaNTLy iNTO ThE SUNSET?

TESTEd TO ExTrEmES
Tried out in the icy proving 
grounds of Sweden and Dubai’s 
unforgiving deserts, all to 
ensure the Discovery performs 
when you need it most 

abOvE although the 
discovery looks 
more modern, the 
designers have 
carried over 
archetypal design 
features, such as 
the stepped roof 
and asymmetric boot
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 Select 
lAnD RoveR DiSCoveRy

Simply set ATPC to two miles an hour, 

point the car at a slippery rock face, 

and it’ll slowly climb until you tell it 

to stop, employing a sophisticated 

four-wheel drive system to maximise 

what little grip is available. It makes 

you feel super talented, when in reality, 

it’s all the car, and you’re just along for 

the ride.

Will any of the cars Land Rover sell 

be used to crawl over boulders? We 

very much doubt it, but it’s comforting 

to know the car is capable of such 

feats, and it’s also part of what makes 

the car unique – this heritage sets it 

apart from the BMW X5 and Audi Q7.

actIve LIfestyLe
Instead of rock crawling, this car 

is much more likely to be found 

dropping the kids off at school, or 

parked in a shopping centre, but that 

doesn’t take away from its versatility. 

We think the Discovery will inspire you 

to take mini adventures closer to home.

As per tradition, this SUV is a 

proper seven-seater, with enough 

room in the third row for two adults 

(I was comfortable enough back 

there, at 6' 2"). There’s plenty of space, 

and with the third row folded, there’s 

room for camping equipment, bikes, 

or any manner of sporting equipment. 

Land Rover has got rid of the split 

tailgate, and replaced it with a 

powered flap inside the boot (as 

standard). This little flap folds down 

to provide a seating platform, which 

you can sit on while removing your 

Hunters and enjoying a picnic.

You can also spec Land Rover’s 

Activity Key as an option, allowing you 

to lock your fob inside the car, and 

wear a waterproof wristband while 

kayaking or paddleboarding (any 

water sport, really). This wristband then 

unlocks the car when you’re ready to 

dry off. It’s like the car is encouraging 

you to go on an adventure.

PLenty o’ tech
Discovery is one of the most 

advanced cars Land Rover has ever 

built. In addition to the off-road driving 

tech, this car also features Adaptive 

Cruise Control (ACC) which uses radar 

to keep a safe distance to the car in 

front, autonomous emergency 

braking, lane departure assist, and a 

360-degree camera. Making it pretty 

difficult to crash.

Inside the car, you’ll get Land 

Rover’s intuitive 10-inch Incontrol 

Touch Pro screen with app support, 

a 4G hotspot, HUD, 825W Meridian 

sound system, and nifty features such 

as the ability to fold and unfold seats 

from an app on your smartphone.

Aside from the technology built 

into the vehicle, Land Rover has also 

thought about the needs of a 

modern family. There are plenty of 

USB ports around the cabin, hidden 

compartments for smartphones, as 

well as a cubby designed specifically 

for an iPad.

So, could the Land Rover 

Discovery be your next car? We’d say 

definitely. It’s a truly modern remake 

of a classic, with enough of the original 

charm and character carried over from 

previous generations.

T3 raTES one of the world’s 
most capable cars is now more 
luxurious, connected, and easier 
to live with; we think it looks 
better as well.
T3 SLaTES Discovery’s old guard 
will hate the updated aesthetics; 
it could be faster.
T3 SayS The updated Discovery is 
a seriously charming SUv. it’s 
not only capable on-road, but 
also inspires you to be more 
adventurous, and for that reason 
we love it.

abOvE you can fold 
and unfold seats 
using an app on 
your phone

TOP LEFT The 
new design is a 
departure from the 
previous model but 
still has familiar 
flourishes

abOvE riGhT There 
are several USb 
ports around 
the cabin, and 
compartments for 
smartphones
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T3 RaTes Stunning screen, 
secondary display for 
notifications, attractive liquid 
surface design, great selfie cam.
T3 slaTes Battery life could be 
better, no headphone port, rear 
camera doesn’t impress.
T3 says There are better phones 
out there at the price, but 
the HTC U Ultra is still a 
respectable handset with some 
unique features.

aBOVe The main draw 
of the U Ultra is a 
stunning, pixel-
packed screen, 
with a secondary 
display for quick 
app access 

aBOVe RighT  
With its liquid 
surface design, 
the U Ultra offers 
an attractive, 
unique look

uge phone screens are 
here to stay, but in a 
market full of supersized 
screen offerings, phone 

makers are having to add some 
really fancy features to stay ahead.

The headline feature of the HTC U 
Ultra is its dual-screen design. While 
the colossal QHD 5.7-inch display is 
the first thing to catch your attention 
– its 2560 x 1440 resolution is bright, 
glare-free, colour-rich and crisp – the 
secondary 2.05-inch screen sitting 
alongside the front-facing camera is 
an eye-opener. This tiny display has 
a resolution of 160 x 1040, and 
reveals a series of apps which you 
can scroll through.

The secondary screen, though 
novel, does have its uses: you get a 
glimpse of what’s happening in your 
apps, even when your phone is on 
standby. It’ll also display events 
while you’re working on the main 
screen, enabling you to carry on 
working without being interrupted.

hTC’s UBeR-sized handseT OffeRs dOUBle The sCReens, 
BUT is iT aCTUally dOUBle The Win?

Annoyingly, it doesn’t actually 
show much, so you’ll need to open 
the app to reveal more. 

The HTC U Ultra has a glass back 
design called ‘liquid surface’, which 
combines glass and metal, and it 
looks pretty stunning from afar – 
especially the sapphire blue variant.

The back of the phone is subtly 
curved and feels nice to hold, 
allowing for a better grip than you’d 
expect. It’s wider than Samsung’s 
S7 Edge, and a touch heavier too.

Following in the footsteps of 
the iPhone, the U Ultra’s lack of a 
dedicated headphone port means 
your regular wired headphones 
won’t work. Instead, you’ll have to 
opt for a Bluetooth headset or use 
the HTC earbuds included, which 
connect to the USB-C port at the 
bottom of the phone. The obvious 
downside here is you can’t charge 
your phone and listen to music on 
the wired headphones at the same 
time. The U Ultra is also, oddly, 

lacking HTC’s BoomSound tech 
which improved audio in the HTC 10.

The U Ultra is packing a top-of-
the-range processor. It’s not Galaxy 
S7-quick but performance is 
respectable. What isn’t so good is 
the battery – a 3,000mAh unit is 
not enough considering the hefty 
processor and bright screen on offer, 
though you’ll still get a day’s use.

You’d expect a kick-ass camera to 
be a highlight of a phone as pricey 
as the U Ultra, but the autofocus isn’t 
fantastic and photos don’t stand up 
against those from the likes of the 
iPhone 7 or Google Pixel. The 
front-facing shooter is seriously 
capable, however. The sensor is 
16MP – even bigger than the U 
Ultra’s rear shooter, unusually – and 
offers video recording at Full HD as 
well as an auto HDR mode. If you’re 
more of a selfie snapper than a 
landscape photographer, it’s ideal.

The HTC U Ultra phone has some 
impressive features, a stunning 
screen and unique look. The trouble 
is that, at £649, you expect flagship 
features, and you can get an S7 
Edge (albeit, a 32GB model – half the 
storage) for the price, which is a 
better phone overall.

£649, htc.com/uk

H

 HTC U Ultra
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hilips is the latest TV 

manufacturer to join the 

world of OLED. Its 55-inch 

9000 series 901F (or 

55POS901F/12 if you want to be 

formal) joins OLED offerings from 

Panasonic, Sony and LG at the high-

end of the 4K UHD panel market. 

What sets this screen apart from 

those models is Ambilight, Philips 

mood-lighting technology. We’ve 

long been enthusiastic admirers of 

Ambilight, in all its various guises, but 

here partnered with OLED, it really 

has unique appeal.

DESIGn anD FEaTUrES
Build quality is gorgeous. The 901F 

boasts an ultra-thin chrome bezel and 

shiny feet; the rear panel is an elegant 

gloss grey with a hairline finish. Inputs 

hide behind a neat pop-off panel.

All four HDMI inputs support 4K 

HDCP 2.2 sources. You’ll need this for 

next-gen set-top boxes, UHD Blu-ray 

players or media streamers.

There’s also a trio of USBs (one 

suitable for timeshifting onto a USB 

hard drive), a digital optical audio 

output, headphone jack and Ethernet. 

The TV supports dual-band Wi-Fi.

Two remote controls are in the box. 

One is a standard IR unit, while the 

other a Bluetooth remote with built-in 

microphone and QWERTY keypad on 

the rear. 

The Ambilight implementation is 

three-sided, casting a familiar halo 

around the set. You can set it to 

follow video, reflecting onscreen 

hues with great washes of colour, or 

have it follow music, colours pulsating 

in rhythm.  

Alternatively, you can elect to have 

a static wall colour. There are five 

options: Red, Green, Blue, plus Cool 

or Warm White. The latter is an ISF 

calibrated bias light, which not only 

improves perceived contrast but also 

reduces eye fatigue.

The smart platform is stock 

Android. Apps available include 

SPECiFiCaTiONS

P
Netflix, Amazon Video, YouTube, BBC 

iPlayer, Chili Cinema and Wuaki. A 

gallery offers plenty of other direct 

streaming services, many with a Euro 

flavour (nudge nudge, wink wink). 

Both Netflix and Amazon Video 

support 4K for compatible content, so 

you can show off that resolution with 

an external UHD player.

PIcTUrE PErFEcT OLED
We’ve yet to meet an OLED screen 

we didn’t like, and this Philips is no 

exception. Indeed, image quality is 

sensationally good. Blacks are deep 

and velvety. On letterboxed movies, 

the bars top and bottom are absolute 

ebon. The 901F also does a 

Review

PriCE £2,499 UrL www.philips.co.uk DimENSiONS 1228.6 
x 751.9 x 49.4mm CONNECTiONS 4 x HDMi with HDCP 2.2; 
3 x USB, ethernet, wi-Fi FEaTUrES Ambilight; HDR10 
support; Android Smart Tv OS; app gallery – Netflix, 
Amazon video, YouTube, BBC iPlayer; Bluetooth remote

COLOUr US imPrESSED
The Ambilight can 
follow music and 
pulsates in rhythm

Philips 901F OLED 4K TV
ThE FirST 4K FLaTSCrEEN TO COmbiNE OLED PaNEL TEChNOLOGy wiTh ambiLiGhT iS a SOLiD GOLD wOw

abOVE menu 
navigation is 
brisk, thanks to a 
snappy quad-core 
processor 
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tremendous job resolving near black 

detail. When Christopher Walken’s 

King Louie first emerges from the 

shadows in The Jungle Book, he really 

does appear to be coming out of 

organic darkness, instead of just an 

empty black space on the screen.

Take care with the image presets 

though. Modes comprise Personal, 

Vivid, Natural, Standard, Movie, Photo, 

ISF Day & Night and Game. Natural 

and Standard sound similar but are 

rather different, particularly when it 

comes to skin tones (confusingly, you 

should choose Standard for the most 

natural), while the Movie mode masks 

fine detail. Play the opening text crawl 

for Star Wars: The Force Awakens 

(Blu-ray) and you’ll immediately see 

the difference. In Standard, there are 

clearly more stars in space. With 

Movie mode, a quarter of them 

appear to have been turned off. 

Don’t tell the Empire.

The set uses a 2016 OLED panel, 

which is reflected by its limited overall 

brightness, here peaking at 540 nits. 

But that doesn’t mean it lacks 

dynamics. The contrast range is 

considerable, and spectral highlights 

(fireworks, reflections, etc) really ping 

off the screen.

When watching HDR content, 

those picture presets are replaced by 

HDR variants. Once again, we found 

UHD films look considerably less sharp 

in HDR Movie mode than they are in 

HDR Standard. Texture is dulled, fine 

detail smooshed out. We’re not sure 

exactly what’s going on, but whatever 

it is, it isn’t to our liking. Stick with 

Standard for gorgeous images.

While there is no support for Dolby 

Vision, Philips says the TV is in line for 

an HLG (Hybrid Log-Gamma) HDR 

firmware update, when broadcast 

HDR becomes a thing.  

Colour fidelity is excellent. The set 

claims to cover 99 per cent of the 

DCI-P3 colour spectrum. Greens and 

blues have a vibrancy that’s refreshing.

Motion handling is impressive; even 

without Philips own Perfect Natural 

Motion processing. To be honest, we 

found all strengths (Minimum, 

Medium, Maximum) added unwanted 

artefacts, so we generally preferred to 

turn the processor off.  

awESOmE aUDIO 
PErFOrmancE
Audio is handled by a premium 

soundbar. This fully integrated solution 

features six forward facing drivers, 

and delivers excellent stereo 

articulation with a well-rounded 

mid-range. Power output is rated at 

30W total, more than enough to give 

the Death Star’s planet destroyer an 

authentic rumble.

Overall, we reckon Philips’ first 

OLED TV is well worth the wait. 

Beautifully designed, with immersive 

Ambilight, it offers head-turning 

picture quality with both regular 

HD and 4K HDR sources alike. 

The lack of wider catch-up services 

shouldn’t really be an issue (you can 

always add them with a media 

streamer). To be honest, we’d have 

liked the option of a 65-inch model, 

but for now this 55-incher is all that’s 

available. Guess we’ll have to make do.

 Select 
xxxxxxxx

Some of the best 
OLED images on the 
market, plus that 
great Ambilight
NiCK ODaNTziS, DEPUTy EDiTOr

bLaCK STar 
Dark detail 
will usually 
appear as 
real organic 
darkness

abOVE it’s time 
to retire your 3D 
movie collection. 
This screen is 2D 
only

T3 raTES Stunning image quality 
and three-sided Ambilight make 
everyday viewing something of an 
eye-candy experience; soundbar 
sounds superb.
T3 SLaTES Android OS lacks 
mainstream catch-up Tv; some 
viewing modes undermine detail; 
pricey for a 55-incher…
T3 SayS The 901F is a spectacular 
OLeD Tv debut, offering top 4K 
HDR image quality and oh-so-
pretty Ambilight.



Get 5 issues of T3 for just £5! See p58

super six

96  T3 MAY 2017

01 O
ne f

Or i
nsta

nt a
ctiO

n

03
 O
n
e 
fO
r 
c
h
e
a
p 
t
h
ri
ll
s

Drift GhOst 4K
£299.99, driftinnovation.com

 Drift’s first 4K action cam is a motorcyclist’s 
dream. A flat profile, rotating lens and multiple 
mounts add up to versatile positioning. The camera 
is solid and well-sealed from the elements, too. 
While the Ghost’s top flight 4K/30fps is impressive, 
we shot the smoothest footage at 1080p with the 
addition of electronic video stabilisation. Dual mics 
work in harmony to eliminate wind noise, and 
dashcam-style loop recording is handy if you’re 
covering a lot of road miles. The small screen is 
fine for basic settings, but you’ll need the Drift Life 
app for playback. 

02 One fOr mOtOrists

Words: Chris Barnes

Make every day an adventure with our pick of 
the best 4k action caMeras – the ultiMate 
gadget for thrill-seekers 

lights, camera, action!

Olfi One.five 
£149.99, olfi.co.uk

 Despite the price, the lightweight One.Five is 
more than capable of capturing your high-octane 
hijinks. The max 4K/24fps setting isn’t much cop if 
you’re doing anything too energetic. However, drop 
the resolution, up the frame rate and, combined 
with gyro-stabilisation and motion detection tech, 
the camera hits its stride. Low-light performance 
is impressive, 16MP stills are a nice touch and, 
whilst not premium, the audio is passable. There’s 
no touchscreen here, but the LCD screen is ample 
for live view, playback and navigating the simple 
menu system.

03 One fOr cheap thrills

Garmin virb Ultra 30 
£389.99, garmin.com

 Capture every moment with Garmin’s lightweight 
(87.9g) 4K shooter, instantly snapping a 12MP still 
or filming (up to 4K/30fps) with one-touch 
controls. You can also go hands-free using simple 
voice commands. The slick, 1.75-inch touchscreen 
makes light work of playback in and out of the 
waterproof (to 40 metres) housing and, thanks to 
three-axis stabilisation, footage remains steady 
no matter how gnarly the terrain. There’s a high- 
sensitivity mic to capture whoops of adrenaline-
fuelled joy/panic, plus GPS and other sensors to 
log data, which you can overlay onto your edits.

01 One fOr instant actiOn
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f you love living life 
on the edge, it’s 
likely you’ll want 
to capture every 

adrenaline-fuelled moment, 
if only for bragging rights. 
But you’re not going to strap 

ezviz s5  
£199.99, ezvizlife.com

 At £200 less than GoPro’s latest, the stylish S5 
represents mind-blowing value. For starters, the 
supplied housing is waterproof to an Abyss-worthy 
40 metres, menu navigation is a doddle, and the 
LCD touchscreen works a treat. While 4K/15fps is 
nothing to write home about, the built-in gyro 
sensor and distortion-correction tech help 
produce fantastic footage at lower resolutions 
– which is where the S5 shines. Audio is superb in 
all but the noisiest, windiest environments. The 
camera is a little slow to react to light changes, 
but overall it’s difficult to fault for the money.

OlympUs tOUGh tG-tracKer 
£279.99, olympus.co.uk

 Olympus’ 4K cam is one tough cookie. 
Waterproof to 30m, crushproof to 100kg and 
frostbite-free down to -10 degrees (C), it’s the 
perfect companion for mountain climbing, 
snowboarding, scuba diving or anything else on 
the extreme spectrum. A built-in 60-lumen light is 
ideal for caves and other dark spaces, too. The 
ultra wide 204-degree lens doesn’t miss a trick, 
and 5-axis image stabilisation puts paid to jittery 
footage. Five sensors log important data such as 
location and altitude, so you can relive every last 
detail of your adventures.

04 One fOr intrepiD explOrers 06 One fOr bUDGet banGers

GOprO herO 5 blacK 
£399.99, gopro.com

 There’s a reason GoPro dominates the action 
sports world. The case-less Hero 5 is waterproof 
to ten metres and features a vivid, two-inch 
touchscreen. Voice controlled instant recording is 
also ideal when the camera’s strapped to a helmet 
or you’re up a mountain with frozen fingers. But 
what about the footage? The 4K/30fps top 
resolution is crystal clear with excellent colour 
reproduction, but 2.7K/60fps is the sweet spot for 
us. Distortion-free video stabilisation and auto 
low-light assistance justify the cash alone. Rich 
stereo audio is the icing on the cake.

05 One fOr 4K epics

I
your smartphone to your 
mountain bike, are you? Of 
course not! So what you need 
is a camera that can handle 
all the filth, fury and frontflips 
you can throw at it. These six 
4K action cams are bursting 

with tech, ranging from voice 
recognition and GPS tracking 
to digital image stabilisation 
and apps for playback, editing, 
sharing and live streaming of 
your exploits. The question is, 
are you ready for action?

BEST FOR
dESign
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T3 RaTes Usable just about 
anywhere; the DLP LED light 
engine delivers bright, colourful 
images; Bluetooth is a boon. 
T3 slaTes 720p HD resolution 
limits how large you can project 
an image; needs to be fully dark 
for the best image quality.
T3 says The UST design brings 
big-screen viewing to small 
rooms, while battery power means 
you can use it al fresco. 

aBOVe Movie night 
on the patio? This 
is just the thing!

here’s nothing very new 
about pocket-sized LED 
projectors. But Pico 
models have had limited 

appeal, thanks to low brightness 
and poor contrast.

LG’s Minibeam UST (Ultra Short 
Throw) rethink is something 
altogether different. The PH450UG 
may have a resolution of just 720p, 
but this DLP LED projector boasts a 
contrast of 10,000:1 and a brightness 
of 1,450 ANSI lumens – hugely 
impressive for such a compact (132 x 
200 x 80.5mm) beamer. LED lamp 
life is said to be 30,000 hours.

Connections include a single 
HDMI (MHL-enabled for smartphone 
use), USB for media playback and a 
mini headphone jack. 

There’s an onboard stereo sound 
system (note the diddy speaker 
grilles), but with a power output of 

This pORTaBle BlueTOOTh ulTRa-shORT ThROw leD 
pROjecTOR can casT a Big iMage ViRTually anywheRe

just 2x1w it’s pretty token. This 
doesn’t actually matter, though, 
because the projector can also 
stream to Bluetooth speakers. 

The PH450UG, which weighs 
just 1.1kg, is properly portable. Fully 
charged, the onboard battery runs 
for around 2.5 hours.   

The thing is also a doddle to set 
up. Unlike a traditional long throw 
projector, the PH450UG needs only 
be parked a few centimetres from a 
wall in order to throw a large image. 

Focus is manual, via an on-body 
wheel. At 7.5cm, you can create a 
40-inch display. Shuffle the 
projector back to 16cm and the 
image grows to around 50 inches. 

If you want to go full bore home 
cinema, position the projector just 
60cm from a white wall or screen – 
from that distance, it’ll produce a 
giant 130-inch image. 

Of course, given that the 
resolution of this model is just 
720p, you can expect to see severe 
picture break-up at larger screen 
sizes. But if you simply want 
supersize sports, gargantuan 
gaming or immense Iron Fist on 
Netflix, it’s more than up to the job.  

Usability is fine. In many ways the 
projector functions like a regular TV. 
Picture presets include Standard, 
Vivid, Cinema, Sport, Game and 
two Expert modes. In addition to 
individual controls for brightness, 
contrast, sharpness and colour, you 
can also tweak dynamic contrast, 
gamma, black level control, as well 
as specific skin, sky and grass hues. 

Not that you need to tweak. Out 
of the box, the LED light engine 
gives bright, vibrant pictures. 
Contrast is good and black level 
performance adequate. It looks 
particularly nice with animation 
(where fine detail often isn’t 
really an issue). The fact that the 
PH450UG runs cool also makes this 
a proposition for use in an older kids 
bedroom. Operational noise is low.

The integrated media player has 
no problem with all the usual file 
codecs and wrappers – AVI, MPEG, 
MKV, WMV and MOVs all play 
without issue.

In addition to HDMI and USB, 
you can also mirror a compatible 
Android mobile using Screen Share. 
Trying to Miracast video content 
didn’t work out too well – sync 
issues between audio and video – 
but for sharing JPEGs or playing 
casual games it works well enough.

Overall, the PH450UG is 
enormous fun. Sure, old-school 
720p resolution is a limiting factor, 
but this Minibeamer offers 
functionality conventional higher-
spec projectors just can’t match.

£529, lg.com

T

LG PH450UG 
Minibeam UST
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apps

S e v en hot a pp S for …

seeing  
the world

Forget hotels, the way to see the world 
these days is from the comfort of 
somebody else’s home.
Free, App Store, Google Play

As the ancients said, ‘When in 
Rome, download TripAdvisor and find 
somewhere decent to eat.’
Free, App Store, Google Play

Featuring advice from on-the-ground 
experts, these city guides help you get 
to grips with your location in no time.
Free, App Store, Google Play

Expedia is a one-stop shop for 
planning your next holiday. Particularly 
good for bundle deals.
Free, App Store, Google Play

Set your budget, then each time 
you tap the Lucky button you see 
a different adventure. Great fun!
Free, App Store

A guide to the UK’s most beautiful 
campsites that includes 360 degree 
panorama shots. Happy virtual camping!
Free, App Store, Google Play

The perfect app to help you discover 
Britain’s stately homes and sublime 
gardens. Exit through the gift shop.
Free, App Store, Google Play

 01 
Airbnb

 02 
tripAdvisor

 03 
lonely plAnet

 04 
expediA

 05
luckytrip

 06 
cAmpr

 07 
nAtionAl trust 

All you need to take with 
you is your smartphone. 
Oh, and some spare pants

Above let popcorn 
suggest movies 
when you’re stuck 
with a world of 
choice, but nothing 
to watch

the perfect movie recommendAtion 
App hAs finAlly Arrived

Popcorn: Discover your 
new favourite movie

How many times have 
you sat down on the 
sofa but failed to find 
anything decent on TV, 

even if you’re willing to pay to buy 
or rent a movie? It’s frustrating and 
crazy. Popcorn slays this beast of a 
problem by finding movies you’ll 
enjoy through neat little curated 
packages like ‘Footy films for football 
fans’, or ‘10 of Bill Paxton’s best’.

Swipe right on a film and it gets 
added to your Wishlist. There’s a 

brief description of each film, rather 
than a lengthy review, and the 
chance to watch the trailer. Tap on 
Watch and it takes you to buy or 
rent the movie. It’s a shame there 
are no direct connections to movie 
services like Amazon or Netflix, but 
let’s hope they add that in a future 
update, because right now it’s 
basically a better front end to 
something like the iTunes Movie 
store. But hang on... that’s exactly 
what we’ve wanted for years! If we 
were Apple we’d buy this company 
and put iTunes’ current front end in 
the bin.

£Free; App Store 

£4.99; App Store 

a p p  o f  t h e  m o n t h !

Vantage isn’t like your 
typical boring calendar 
app. Days scroll forward 
in a display that looks 

more like Guitar Hero than Outlook, 
giving you a far better visual 
impression of how far away events 
are. The colour scheme can be 
customised and you can put fun 
stickers over everything. 

Want to make that lunch meeting 
with a special someone hot pink? 

No problem. Why not stick a love 
heart on it while you’re at it? But 
having fun features doesn’t mean 
Vantage isn’t powerful. As you’d 
expect, it syncs with your iPhone 
calendar flawlessly, and can send 
you notifications and event 
reminders. So, with the backend 
stuff linked up perfectly, everything 
just works and you can just get on 
with enjoying Vantage’s original way 
of viewing your days, weeks and 
months ahead. 

Vantage is an app that works 
more like your brain does than any 
other calendar app we’ve used. It’s 
definitely worth booking it in for 
your week ahead.

vAntAge cAlendAr

cAlendArs don’t need to be flAt. wAtch 
dAys stretch out before you, insteAd
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if you’re looking for 
the very best tech 
available today, you 
have definitely come  
to the right place. 

T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying 
guide you will ever encounter. To 
create it, we’ve ruthlessly filtered all 
the categories that count, to bring 
you rock-solid recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of elite 
gear for each of the categories 

listed below. If something’s not 
included, we don’t rate it – it’s that 
simple. Each Super Six is ranked  
in order, and the number-one 
product makes it into The Elite 
(p104), which is our pick of the 12 
best products you can buy today.

To make your next purchase as 
straightforward as possible, we’ve 
also included useful buying advice, 
and highlighted the hottest gear you 
can get for £100 and under.  

Inside
104  the elite
106  smartphones
106  tablets  
107  tvs
107  tv streamers 
108  laptops
108  cameras 

109  home audio
109  headphones
110  smartwatches
110  fitness trackers
111  connected home
111  automotive
113  £100 hotlist

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3.com

ONly the best Of the best – lOvINgly 
curated by Our team Of tech experts

p107

Issue 268 /     
may 17

edIted by
matt bolton
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Introducing 
The Elite…
Welcome to t3’s outfitting service, home  
of the 12 best gadgets in the World today

hether you’re a 
seasoned tech 
aficionado or this is the 
first gadget magazine 

you’ve purchased, The Elite is the 
best possible place to start your 
gadget-selection journey. Here we 
present the best gadgets available 
right now in 12 key categories,  
to save you the hard work of doing 
all the research yourself – in short,  
if you’re starting from scratch and 

want the very best there is,  
The Elite is your new shopping list.

The Elite will only be updated 
when something new emerges  
that is capable of toppling an  
existing product from its perch;  
there may therefore be months  
when the 12 products featured  
here don’t change. But this is an 
exclusive club, and only tech that 
is capable of achieving a towering 
standard of excellence gets in.

b E st sm a rt phon E

b E st hom E aU DIo b E st h E a Dphon E s

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more amazing tech, visit our website at www.t3.com

 02  04

samsung galaxy 
s7/s7 edge
www.samsung.com  

PRICE From £569 TEsTEd T3 255 
No matter which phone you choose, you’ll 
get brilliant design, a stunning screen,  
a great camera and loads more features.
T3 says This year’s premier handsets; it’ll 
be hard to beat this level of performance.

ruark mr1 mk2
www.ruarkaudio.com  
PRICE £329.99 TEsTEd T3 267

Ruark’s tiny speakers defy audio logic, 
bringing music to life with a swish style. And 
you won’t need audiophile kit to play your 
tunes – just funnel tracks from  
a smartphone or tablet over Bluetooth.
T3 says Perfect for simple audio pleasures. 

akg n40
www.uk.akg.com  
PRICE £349.99 TEsTEd T3 265 

A flagship pair of in-ear headphones that 
(almost) everyone can afford? Yes, they’re  
a thing – AKG’s N40s offer all-round audio 
greatness, thanks to supreme comfort  
and superb, user-customisable sound.
T3 says Top in-ears without the top price.

 01

W

b E st ta b l E t

 03 aPPle iPad air 2
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £379 TEsTEd T3 237 

The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and 
most feature-packed iPad yet. Starting  
at £399, it’s expensive since you’ll want 
more storage, but it’s worth every penny.
T3 says sleek, solid and a spectacular 
display – the air 2 is a pleasure to use.

04

02

01 03



 Elite 
The shorTlisT
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b E st l a p topb E st t V st r E a m E r b E st C a m E r a

b E st sm a rt watC h b E st C on n E C t E D hom Eb E st F I t n E s s t r aC k E r b E st aU tomot I V E

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more amazing tech, visit our website at www.t3.com

 06

 07

aPPle Watch 
series 2
www.apple.com/uk  

PRICE From £369 TEsTEd T3 262 
Apple has gone to town with its second-gen 
Watch, bringing in GPS, a bunch of  
new faces and impressive waterproofing.
T3 says The series 2 irons out previous 
issues and adds some smart new features.

dell xPs 13
www.dell.com  
PRICE From £1,549 TEsTEd N/a

The best laptop around, and there’s not an 
Apple logo in sight. With this feature- 
packed machine, Dell proves it can do more 
than churn out desktop computers.
T3 says Fantastic performance and build;  
it’ll serve you well for years to come.

netatmo Presence
www.netatmo.com 
PRICE £249.99 TEsTEd T3 264

This isn’t your typical high-street security 
camera. Not only does it look cool, but  
video quality is stunning and it comes with 
recognition tech – so no false phone alerts.
T3 says This smart outdoor security cam is 
perfect for protecting your home’s exterior.

roku 3
www.roku.com  
PRICE £99 TEsTEd T3 240

It seems that nobody can hold a candle  
to the original streaming box – the third 
incarnation is powerful, feature-packed and 
has loads of available content.
T3 says The Roku 3 is the best choice  
for freedom of entertainment.

 samsung  
gear fit2
www.samsung.com  

PRICE £169 TEsTEd T3 265
Samsung has dethroned the mighty 
Microsoft with this awesome fitness tracker. 
It does everything so well that  
it even rivals a full-on sports watch.
T3 says Get super-fit with the Gear Fit2.

 Panasonic  
lumix gx80
www.panasonic.co.uk  

PRICE £549 TEsTEd T3 260
Considering its relatively low price tag, the 
GX80 compact system camera punches well 
about its weight, with incredible images, 
classy retro looks and superb build quality. 
T3 says The best retro-styled CsC there is.

Porsche 718 
boxster s
www.porsche.com/uk 

PRICE From £53,714 TEsTEd T3 259
If you want the best convertible sports  
car on the market right now (in the £50K 
bracket, that is), look no further than this.
T3 says summer motoring at its finest; now 
all you need is a stylish hat to go with it.

05

09

 08

 09

 10

 11

 12

b E st t V

 05 hisense m5500
www.hisense.co.uk  
PRICE £499 TEsTEd T3 265

Last month’s top-slot TV was £3,500. This 
month’s is a fraction of that, yet still offers 
all the thrills one would look for in a new TV: 
a strong 4K HDR picture with supporting 
streaming services, and good looks. 
T3 says 4K HdR goodness on the cheap. 

06

07

11

10

12

08
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Smartphones Tablets
t h e su pe r s i x t h e su pe r s i x

APPLE iPAd Air 2
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £379 TEsTEd T3 237
The Air 2 has been around for a while now, 
but it’s still the best tablet around. For an 
additional £100 over the base 16GB model, 
you can get the 128GB range-topper.
T3 says sleek, solid and a spectacular 
display – the air 2 is a pleasure to use.

googLE PixEL c
www.pixel.google.com  
PRICE £299.99 TEsTEd N/a
Probably the best Android tablet you can 
buy today, with a fabulous display, stacks of 
power and a design that’ll turn heads when 
you’re reading emails on the train.
T3 says If you’re not inclined to go with 
apple, this is a brilliant alternative.

sAmsung tAb s2
www.samsung.com  
PRICE £299.99 TEsTEd N/a
Thinner and lighter than before, the Tab S2 
also has a new-style 4:3 screen that’s great  
for productivity but may not suit all tastes. 
It’s available in eight- or 9.7-inch versions.
T3 says samsung’s ultra-light tablet is a 
definite iPad challenger.

KindLE oAsis
www.amazon.co.uk
PRICE From £269.99 TEsTEd T3 257
The Oasis is clearly aimed at people  
who want the best regardless of price. 
Battery life takes a hit, and it’s expensive, 
but it’s faster, lighter and more impressive  
than any other e-reader out there now.
T3 says The best e-reader money can buy.

APPLE iPAd Pro
www.apple.com 
PRICE From £549 TEsTEd T3 250
It’s not a laptop replacement but the Pro is a 
supreme version of the standard iPad, with a 
massive screen plus awesome power  
and accessories. You’ll get the best media 
and apps experience you’ve ever had.
T3 says The powerful Pro is a top tablet.

googLE nExus 9
www.google.co.uk/nexus  
PRICE From £280 TEsTEd T3 241
An Android tablet without the manufacturer 
bloat, the Nexus 9 performs well and  
comes with some really premium touches. 
One of those, a 4:3-aspect screen,  
gives you more headroom on websites.
T3 says The Nexus 9 is a great all-rounder.

sAmsung gALAxy 
s7/s7 EdgE
www.samsung.com  
PRICE From £569 TEsTEd T3 255
The S7 duo are superbly designed phones 
with brilliant cameras, beautiful screens 
and some innovative additions.
T3 says These Galaxies are simply the best 
phones of the year, whichever you go for.  

iPHonE 7/7 PLus
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £599 TEsTEd T3 262
Water resistance, great haptic feedback 
and an amazing camera set-up are just 
some of the features on Apple’s stunning 
new releases. Expensive but brilliant.
T3 says If you can get past the lack of a 
headphone socket, you have a winner here.

Htc 10
www.htc.com  
PRICE £479 TEsTEd T3 256
HTC’s handset delivers the goods, with loads 
of power, a responsive interface, great 
battery life and incredible audio capabilities. 
The camera is terrific, too.
T3 says HTC’s flagship smartphone 
absolutely lives up to the hype.

onEPLus 3t
www.oneplus.net/uk 
PRICE £399.99 TEsTEd T3 266
If you’re looking for a flagship plus-sized 
phone with standout features like buckets 
of power, great battery life and an amazing 
screen – for nearly half the price of an 
iPhone 7 – then look no further.
T3 says an amazing phone for little money.

googLE PixEL
www.google.com  
PRICE From £599 TEsTEd T3 263
If you can forgive the Pixel, and Google’s 
plus-size handset the Pixel XL, for a lack  
of de rigueur water resistance, this is one of 
the best smartphones available today.
T3 says Google’s first entry into the hotly 
contested phone arena is a huge success. 

VodAfonE  
smArt PrimE 7
www.vodafone.co.uk 
PRICE £75 TEsTEd T3 257
Vodafone’s mobile runs on a recent version 
of Android, has a great screen and power, 
and you get a decent camera. But here’s the 
biggie – it’s only £75! It’s a no-brainer.
T3 says The handset bargain of the century.
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To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit www.t3.com

They’ve done what now?
 It’s really real. In 2017, you’ll be 

able to buy a Nokia 3310. Well, kind 
of. The company that’s making it 
isn’t really Nokia, but a company 
named HMD Global that bought the 
Nokia name. And the 3310 itself is a 
new design that looks a bunch like 
the original (without Xpress-On 
covers, though, criminally).

so it’s a modern phone?
 Eh, not so much. It’s not 

touchscreen, only has 2.5G 
connectivity, and a 2-megapixel 
camera. There’s no proper apps, or 
support for services such as 
Whatsapp and Facebook 
Messenger – these are pretty much 
as important as regular texting 
these days, so we wish some kind 
of option to use them had been 
included. But it does have a larger 
colour screen than the original, an 
FM radio tuner, a microSD card slot 
(up to 32GB) to store music, and it 
takes advantage of its simpler 
tech by offering a month(!) of 
battery life. And it’ll only cost €49 
(about £41) when it goes on sale 
some time after April.

should I get one?
 If you’re feeling it! A back-up 

phone for the car is always a good 
idea, and we all know a tech-
phobic person who could do with a 
phone update as a present. Plus, 
it’s just fun for a nostalgia hit. Oh, 
and it comes with a new version 
of Snake, where you can move 
diagonally… What a futuristic world 
we now inhabit.

t3 focus:
tHE noKiA 
3310 is bAcK
PArty LiKE it’s 2000 
ALL oVEr AgAin witH 
tHE rEturn of A 
gEnuinE cLAssic
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tV streamerstVs
t h E su pE r s i x t h E su pE r s i x

roku 3
www.roku.com  
PRICE £63.69 TEsTEd T3 240
Between the high amount of content 
available, a responsive interface and a 
remote with a built-in audio jack for private 
listening, there’s simply no better player. 
T3 says The Roku 3 is the best choice  
for freedom of entertainment.

Panasonic DMP-uB900
www.panasonic.co.uk 
PRICE £437.73 TEsTEd T3 257
This 4K Blu-ray flagship player dazzles with 
UHD HDR – you get awesome images and 
audio via 4K Blu-ray discs, with access to 4K 
Netflix and Amazon Instant Video.
T3 says Take movie-viewing to the next 
level with Panasonic’s 4K Blu-ray player.

google chroMecast
www.google.com 
PRICE £30 TEsTEd T3 252
A simple yet brilliant TV-streaming gadget 
that can do it all – and that includes casting 
a screen straight from your gadgets.  
There’s no remote; you use an app instead.
T3 says Funky, simple and effective, this is 
a great alternative to the Roku streamers.

roku streaMing stick
www.roku.com 
PRICE £39 TEsTEd T3 252
The Streaming Stick apes much of the ability 
of its bigger brother – the Roku 3 (above) – 
in a smaller, more simplified package. It 
even comes with a remote.
T3 says This Wi-Fi-only Roku offers top  
TV thrills for less than 40 quid.

now tv Box
www.nowtv.com  
PRICE £14.99 TEsTEd N/a
If you want Sky but can’t get a dish, this is  
a great option, enabling you to choose the 
TV subscription you want. Or you can watch 
terrestrial catch-up channels for free.
T3 says For those who want to add a little 
smart to their TV, this is a cheap option. 

aPPle tv
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE £139 TEsTEd N/a
Apple TV works flawlessly with Apple’s 
own-brand tech, meaning you’ll be able to 
peruse selected online content natively, 
and mirror any other content using AirPlay.
T3 says a good option for integrating 
perfectly with other apple devices.

hisense M5500
www.hisense.co.uk  
PRICE £499 TEsTEd T3 265
Looking for a next-gen TV but don’t want  
to stump up more than £500? Then step  
this way – the M5500 boasts a beautiful  
4K HDR picture and comes with essential  
4K streaming apps like Netflix and Amazon.
T3 says a super screen on the cheap.

PhiliPs 9000  
series 901F
www.philips.co.uk  
PRICE £2,499 TEsTEd T3 268
Philips’ 55-inch OLED TV offers stunning 
OLED 4K HDR performance, top audio from its 
soundbar, and we love its Ambilight.
T3 says spectacular OLEd 4K HdR images, 
with superb sound, and ambilight tech.

Panasonic tx-65Dx902B
www.panasonic.co.uk  
PRICE £2,499 TEsTEd T3 258
This big 4K beast certainly has the wow  
factor, delivering stunning picture clarity, 
terrific sound and a range of features that 
include Netflix and Amazon streaming.
T3 says Getting the cinema experience  
on your home TV has never been closer.

sony kD-65ZD9
www.sony.co.uk  
PRICE £4,000 TEsTEd T3 263
An amazing panel that not only looks 
incredible, but is equipped with Sony’s 
Backlight Master Drive technology, meaning 
4K HDR content is jaw-droppingly good. 
T3 says If you want to make the most of  
4K HdR content, this is the screen for you.

PhiliPs 55Put6400
www.philips.co.uk 
PRICE £579 TEsTEd T3 255
Another 4K bargain – this Philips isn’t  
quite up there with the Hisense at number 
one, but with loads of good features and 
stylish good looks, it isn’t far behind. 
T3 says a Philips 4K TV for just under £600. 
What are you waiting for?

hitachi 49hgt69u
www.hitachidigitalmedia.com 
PRICE £499 TEsTEd T3 257
Vibrant 4K images, thanks in part to  
built-in 4K Netflix streaming, are married to 
future-ready HDMI inputs. A year ago, this lot 
would’ve cost a fortune, but you can  
pick up this Hitachi for just under £500.
T3 says Mass-market 4K TV done right.

 01 01

 02 02

 03 03

 05 05

 04 04

 06 06

to read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit www.t3.com

t3 selects:
 4k Blu-ray 
showPieces
show oFF what your 
tv can Do with these 
sPectacular Discs

Planet Earth II
 Let’s kick straight off with the 

crown jewel of amazing shots. Just 
as the original Planet Earth was the 
ideal showcase for Full HD Blu-ray 
(or HD-DVD, if that was your bag), 
the new series looks absolutely 
amazing in this rich 4K HDR 
presentation. See every strand of 
adorable fur, and every grim bite 
from a predator in ridiculous detail.  
£29.99 

Pacific Rim
 The more spectacular your 

home cinema setup, the better this 
film gets. The 4K HDR Blu-ray offers 
astounding picture quality – it 
adds amazing depth to the gigantic 
battles between skyscraper-sized 
robots and colossal monsters. And 
the Dolby Atmos audio mix means 
this is the best way to show off 
your speakers along with your TV. 
£24.99 

John Wick
 The price on this one is steep 

because you need to get a 
region-free import version, but it’s 
worth it. Keanu’s best action film 
since The Matrix (admittedly, not a 
high bar to clear) was shot with 
striking lighting that feels made 
especially for the extra depth of an 
HDR TV’s shadows and colours. 
Skip straight to the nightclub 
scene if you’re showing off.
£38.99 

The Revenant
 The 4K Blu-ray of this tale of a 

fur trapper left for dead after a 
bear attack is the ideal showcase 
for the film’s amazing direction and 
cinematography. The wilderness 
is shown in astonishing detail – 
though be warned, so are the gory 
parts. And The Revenant doesn’t 
shy away from them…  
£19.99 
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T3 selecTs:
 mechanical 
keyboards
comforTable keyboards 
ThaT make really 
saTisfying sounds

Cougar 700K
 This is a great price for a solidly 

made keyboard with Cherry MX 
mechanical switches – the gold 
standard for crisp, responsive key 
presses. It even includes some 
macro options, so you can program 
a series of presses for gaming.
£94, cougargaming.com

Das Keyboard 4 Professional
 Available in PC or Mac layout, 

this offers a choice of Cherry MX 
switches (quieter Brown or easier 
to press Blue), a big volume control 
knob, two USB 3.0 ports, and media 
control keys. More for the hardcore 
typists than the hardcore gamers.
£139.99, daskeyboard.com

Topre Realforce RGB
 This is damn expensive, but it’s 

one hell of a keyboard. Topre 
custom mechanical switches feel 
excellent, and you can adjust the 
actuation of individual keys from 
1.5mm to 3mm to make them 
respond just how you like it. Plus, it 
has a customisable LED backlight. 
£258.98, topre.co.jp

CamerasLaptops
t h e su pe r s i x t h e su pe r s i x

Panasonic lumix gx80
www.panasonic.co.uk 
PRICE £549 TEsTED T3 260
With top-class image results, brilliant build 
quality and handling, not to mention an 
extensive range of features, you get a lot for 
your money with this Panasonic.
T3 says In terms of bang for your buck,  
the Lumix GX80 is the best retro-styled CsC. 

olymPus Pen-f
www.olympus.co.uk 
PRICE £1,705.99 (body only) TEsTED T3 256
Olympus’s first digital rangefinder-style 
camera boasts lots of manual options and 
pro results. And we love the retro looks, with 
styling taken from the original PEN-F.
T3 says Replace your phone and DsLR with 
this swish, interchangeable-lens compact.

goPro hero 5 black
www.gopro.com 
PRICE £399.99 TEsTED T3 268
Case-less GoPro has crystal clear 4K/30fps 
video (with 2.7k/60fps for best all-round 
use), rich stereo audio, distortion-free video 
stabilisation and a vivid 2-inch touchscreen.
T3 says GoPro continues its domination of 
the action cam arena with its latest cam.

garmin Virb ulTra 30
www.garmin.com 
PRICE £389.99 TEsTED T3 268
Garmin’s lightweight action cam is capable 
of filming up to 4K/30fps or snapping 12MP 
still pics with its one-touch controls, or you 
can go use voice commands instead. 
There’s also image stabilisation and GPS.
T3 says a top action cam for the outdoors.

leica Tl
www.leica-camera.com 
PRICE £1,450 TEsTED T3 266
If you’re looking at a way of entering into the 
desirable Leica fold, this could be it – for a 
surprisingly un-Leica-like price, you get an 
interchangeable lens, a large APS-C sensor 
and a minimalist aluminium body.
T3 says a high-quality luxury snapper.

leica soforT
www.leica-camera.com 
PRICE £229 TEsTED T3 262
Unsurprisingly, Leica’s Sofort is rather pricey 
as instant cameras go, but it’s well worth it. 
It’s responsive, with intuitive controls and a 
sweet extending lens.
T3 says Think instant cameras are cheesy? 
The sofort will make you think again.

dell xPs 13
www.dell.com  
PRICE From £1,149 TEsTED N/a
The XPS 13 is brilliantly designed and 
outperforms its rivals under the hood. The 
infinity display gives you the expanse of  
a 13.3-inch screen on an 11.9-inch laptop.
T3 says With its fantastic performance and 
build, it’ll serve you well for years to come.

aPPle macbook Pro
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £1,749 TESTED T3 264
Supremely powerful with loads of 
innovation, including USB-C and that 
brilliant Touch Bar... But come on Apple,  
give us back that glowing Apple logo!
T3 says The ultimate laptop for any task. 
It’s pricey, but worth every penny.

microsofT  
surface Pro 4
www.microsoftstore.com   
PRICE From £989 TEsTED T3 252 
A sleek design, a bright display, an upgraded 
pen and plentiful power make the Pro 4  
a brilliant choice for productive commuters.
T3 says Microsoft has arguably made the 
best Windows tablet there is.

hP sPecTre 13
www.pcworld.co.uk 
PRICE From £1,149.99 TEsTED T3 258 
Stunning looks are married to a premium 
spec sheet, but the battery life could be 
better and you only get a Full HD screen.
T3 says There are one or two negatives,  
but you get outstanding performance, 
future-proofing and a gorgeous design.

microsofT  
surface book
www.microsoftstore.com 
PRICE £1,299 TEsTED T3 253 
Microsoft’s next-level hybrid offers a flexible 
keyboard hinge and a detachable screen  
– it serves as both a tablet and a laptop. 
Nice looks, screen and power, but it’s pricey.
t3 says The ultimate hybrid for work or play.
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aPPle macbook  
Pro 13-inch wiTh 
reTina disPlay
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £1,249 TEsTED T3 227 
Apple’s lightweight laptop boasts improved 
performance and battery life. It’ll delight road 
warriors and coffee-shop loungers alike.
T3 says Reliable, powerful and practical. 
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Optoma NuForce BE Sport3
 If you want a pair of great-fitting 

headphones that block out noise, 
get these. They sound fantastic, 
connect wirelessly over Bluetooth, 
and the battery life is strong at 8+ 
hours. They’re really comfortable 
to wear, and inexpensive.
£75.05, optoma.co.uk

Gibson Trainer Ti100
 The Ti100 is a comfortable, 

excellent-sounding pair of aptX 
Bluetooth earphones that are very 
light, well weighted, and the unit 
has a flashing light on the back for 
night running. Noise isolation isn’t 
this set’s strong point, though. 
£129.97, gibsoninnovations.com

Monster ROC  
Sport SuperSlim

 Cristiano Ronaldo endorses this 
wireless set, but don’t let that put 
you off. The earbuds stay in your 
ears solidly, and sound great (if 
bass heavy), with excellent noise 
isolation. We like the controls too. 
£129.99, monsterproducts.com

t3 SelectS:
 BeSt running
headphoneS
earBudS that Stay in, 
no matter how hard you 
hit the trail, and 
Still Sound aweSome

home audio headphones
t h E su pE r s i x t h E su pE r s i x

aKg n40
uk.akg.com 
PRICE £349.99 TESTEd T3 265 
With top-notch sound, comfort and quality, 
and a personalised listening experience 
thanks to exchangeable filters that let  
you tune your audio, you won’t find a better 
pair of in-ear headphones for the price.
T3 SayS Ideal in-ears for audio enthusiasts. 

SteelSerieS  
SiBeria 840
www.steelseries.com 
PRICE £299.99 TESTEd T3 265 
A high-end wireless gaming headset with 
optical audio for premium sound quality,  
plus a superb fit and finish. Suitable for all 
gamers, whether you play PC, Xbox or PS4.
T3 SayS The ultimate gaming headset.

Shure Se846
www.shure.co.uk 
PRICE £586 TESTEd T3 255 
Four balanced-armature drivers and  
‘True Subwoofer’ tech offer supreme sound, 
while the light, ergonomic bodywork and  
stiff over-ear cables give great comfort.
T3 SayS The Rolls-Royce of in-ear 
headphones, for those who can afford it.

jaBra Sport  
pulSe wireleSS
www.jabra.co.uk 
PRICE £99.99 TESTEd T3 245
Ideal for sports, these offer immersive 
sound, effective isolation and even an 
in-ear coach for stats and motivation. 
T3 SayS In-ear ’phones for athletes wanting 
better sounds and a thorough workout.

plantronicS
BacKBeat pro
www.plantronics.com 
PRICE £133 TESTEd T3 261
While they don’t have the looks of more 
expensive headphones, the Backbeat  
Pros are loaded with features and sound 
stunning, if a little heavy on the bass.
T3 SayS Top-notch noise-cancelling cans.

BoSe
Quietcomfort 35
www.bose.co.uk 
PRICE £290 TESTEd T3 261
Low on features, and subtle with a capital S, 
these noise-cancelling cans don’t scream 
premium, but they’re comfortable  
to wear and the sound is breathtaking.
T3 SayS Brilliant-sounding wireless cans.

ruarK mr1 mK2
www.ruarkaudio.com 
PRICE £329.99 TESTEd T3 267
Ruark’s second-gen Bluetooth bookshelf 
speakers look stunning and have the  
audio performance to match, belying their 
miniature size. They can also be plugged 
into a TV or console, for a big sound boost.
T3 SayS Great looks, great sound. 

denon heoS hS2
www.denon.co.uk 
PRICE From £376 TESTEd T3 267
Last time T3 reviewed multi-room systems, 
HEOS took the honours, and history has 
repeated itself – the HS2 is easy to set up, 
has great build quality and now sounds even 
better with support for 24-bit high-res audio.
T3 SayS Hi-res multi-room audio at its best.

dali Katch
www.katchspeaker.com 
PRICE £329 TESTEd T3 265
This high-end portable Bluetooth speaker 
from Danish audio connoisseur Dali is  
worth every bit of the lofty asking price –  
it sounds incredible for its size, looks great 
and battery life is a stonking 24 hours!
T3 SayS Pricey but perfect portable speaker.

devialet  
gold phantom
www.en.devialet.com 
PRICE £2,190 TESTEd T3 259
With spectacular sound and stunning looks, 
the Gold Phantom is a technical marvel,  
but you’ll need two to make the most of  
the experience – a snip at £2,190 each.
T3 SayS a thing of audio brilliance.

Sony pS-hx500
www.sony.co.uk 
PRICE £299 TESTEd T3 258 
Don’t throw all your old vinyl away – this 
super-stylish turntable enables you to  
rip it to high-res audio files, to revolutionise 
how you hear your favourite albums. 
T3 SayS There’s never been a better time  
to sign up for the vinyl renaissance.

wharfedale  
diamond a1
www.wharfedale.co.uk 
PRICE £599 TESTEd T3 267
If all you care about is listening to music, 
these wireless bookshelf speakers will  
blow your socks off. Such is their musicality, 
you’d think they were epic floorstanders.
T3 SayS astonishing audio performance.
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t3 SelectS:
Apple wAtch 
AcceSSorieS
chArge And Store 
your Apple wAtch 
with theSe Add-onS

Twelve South Forté
 This is the ideal stand to show 

off and charge a steel Watch. The 
chrome finish mirrors (literally) the 
shiny finish, and the leather pad on 
the base keeps your strap in good 
condition. Just fit in your Watch’s 
cable for charging.
£49.95, twelvesouth.com

Nomad Pod Pro
 Charge your iPhone and Watch 

together on the go with this smart 
unit. It has a 6,000m Ah battery, a 
built-in Lightning cable, and is 
designed to fit your Watch’s 
charging cable inside its body, with 
the magnetic disc at the top. 
£79.96, hellonomad.com

Native Union Dock  
for Apple Watch 

 This stand can hold and charge 
the Watch upright or lying down, 
which means you can use it for the 
Watch’s Nightstand mode. It comes 
in great colours for aluminum 
Watches, too. Again, it uses your 
existing Watch charging cable.
£49.99, nativeunion.com

Fitness trackersSmartwatches
t h e su pe r s i x t h e su pe r s i x
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 04

SAmSung geAr fit2
www.samsung.com 
PRICE £179 TESTED T3 265 
The Fit2 is a game-changing fitness tracker. 
It looks ace, with a colour touchscreen, but 
here’s the best bit: it has activity-tracker 
and sportswatch abilities, bypassing the 
need to have a phone on you altogether.
T3 SAyS The first true smart fitness tracker.

microSoft bAnd 2
www.microsoft.com 
PRICE £200 TESTED T3 256 
The Band 2 is packed with great features for 
activity and sleep tracking, with an optical 
HR monitor, 11 sensors – including GPS and 
a barometer – and a brilliant AMOLED screen.
T3 SAyS Microsoft has launched the ultimate 
couch-to-5K-finishing-line fitness band.

gArmin vivomove
www.garmin.com/en-gb  
PRICE £139.99 TESTED T3 259
Pairing classic looks with fitness-tracking 
credentials, the Vivomove is one to take to 
work and the gym, with a dial for steps and a 
subtle white bar for progress notifications.
T3 SAyS No phone notifications but you get 
great looks and basic fitness tracking.

withingS  
Activite Steel
www.withings.com/uk  
PRICE £139.95 TESTED T3 259 
The latest entry from the king of covert 
smart features, the Steel is stylish and 
offers simple fitness tracking a la the 
Vivomove, plus eight months’ battery life.
T3 SAyS A cool watch with fitness tracking.

withingS go
www.withings.com/uk  
PRICE £49.95 TESTED T3 257
The Withings Go has a big attitude for such a 
small device. Battery life is impressive and 
activity tracking is accurate, but its main 
feature is the always-on e-ink display that 
gives you clear feedback on your activities.
T3 SAyS A simple but unique wearable.

fitbit blAze
www.fitbit.com/uk  
PRICE £149.95 TESTED T3 254
Although it’s lacking GPS, Fitbit’s latest  
“smart fitness watch” is feature-packed  
and attractive, while having a great screen 
and a smartwatch-busting five-day battery.
T3 SAyS A great wearable that straddles 
the smartwatch/fitness-tracker divide.

Apple wAtch SerieS 2
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £369 TESTED T3 262
Apple’s wearable now packs GPS, water 
resistance for swim tracking, and even more 
styles – not to mention the ace watchOS 3, 
which keeps everything ticking over.
T3 SAyS Apple has nailed it this time – the 
Series 2 is the best smartwatch around.

mondAine helveticA 1
www.mondaine.com  
PRICE £650 Tested T3 259
The Helvetica 1 is stunning on the wrist and 
packed with smarts, including fitness and 
sleep tracking contained within a sub-dial 
at the bottom – though further notifications 
can be found within the phone app.
T3 SAyS A stunning and smart timepiece.

Apple wAtch
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £269 TESTED T3 242 
Recently superseded by the superior 
second-generation Watch, Apple’s original 
wearable still has a lot to offer, and it’s £100 
cheaper than the newer version.
T3 SAyS Loads of apps, acres of style – this 
is the smart way of joining the Watch club.

lg g wAtch r
www.lg.com   
PRICE £220 TESTED T3 240 
The G Watch R marries the style and feel  
of a normal watch with all the features  
of Android Wear. It has a sharp P-OLED 
screen, and you get two days of battery life.
T3 SAyS If you don’t want to break the 
bank, the G Watch R will see you right. 

nixon the miSSion
www.nixon.com   
PRICE £339.99 TESTED T3 264 
A surfer/skier’s dream-come-true as far as 
smartwatches go, The Mission looks cool,  
is super-tough and, via the companion  
app, you can check local surfing/skiing 
conditions 24/7, wherever you are.
T3 SAyS A niche but capable smartwatch.

moto 360 2
www.motorola.com  
PRICE From £229 TESTED T3 259 
One of the best-looking Android Wear 
watches, with a stunning screen that 
switches lighting modes automatically in 
the day. The battery life isn’t great, though.
T3 SAyS Smart and painfully stylish – this 
Wear watch is still a satisfactory choice.
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smart home lifestyle tech
t h E su pE r s i x t h E su pE r s i x

porsche 718  
boxster s
www.porsche.com/uk 
PRICE From £50,695 TEsTEd T3 259 
With jaw-dropping looks, perfect handling 
and a 12-second roof, there’s little wrong 
with the latest Boxster – though the turbo 
flat-four might not be to everyone’s taste.
T3 says The drop-top to drop your cash on.

snooper dvr-4hd
www.snooper.co.uk  
PRICE £129.99 TEsTEd T3 263 
As well as a sharp 1080p image for 
recordings, Snooper’s dash-cam offers 
speed detection, forward-collision  
alerts and lane-departure warnings,  
and has a superb 2.7-inch touchscreen.
T3 says The king of the dash-cam.

the north face  
access pack
www.thenorthface.com 
PRICE £215 TEsTEd T3 262
The Access Pack gives you quick, erm, 
access to your tech thanks to its ingenious 
one-touch entry system, while a sturdy 
exoskeleton offers extra protection.
T3 says Rapid gadget access on the move.

dJI phantom 4 pro
www.dji.com 
PRICE £1,589 TEsTEd T3 265
Pricey though it may be, DJI’s latest drone 
delivers the full works for aerial 
photography, whether you’re an amateur or 
aspiring professional, with enhanced 
obstacle sensing and a superb camera.
T3 says The dream drone for movie makers. 

archos aIrwheel urban 
e-scooter
www.archos.com  
PRICE £699.99 TEsTEd T3 267 
Lightweight and powerful, this funky 
foldable is good for 18 miles of fun (on 
private land) at up to 12mph – all from a 
single charge. It’s simple to operate, too. 
T3 says small wheels, massive fun!

navdy
www.navdy.com  
PRICE £599 TEsTEd T3 267 
The future of in-car technology, as far as 
we’re concerned – Navdy’s augmented 
driving companion gives you a heads-up 
display for speed, sat-nav and more. It’s 
essential for car fans wanting an upgrade.
T3 says Pricey but essential in-car tech.

honeywell evo
www.getconnected.honeywell.com 
PRICE From £249 TEsTEd T3 264 
The Evo might not be quite as en vogue as  
a modern thermostat, but it’s very smart. 
Standout features include a huge TFT  
touchscreen and an app that gives you fine 
control over every radiator in your home.
T3 says The smartest way to heat a home.

tp-lInk hs110
uk.tp-link.com 
PRICE £34.99 TEsTEd T3 266 
If you’re looking for an easy-to-use smart 
plug for kick-starting your connected home, 
look no further – the HS110 gives you Wi-Fi 
control over your electricals, with energy 
monitoring and Alexa voice control.
T3 says Makes your electricals smart.

JuIcy retreats Jr-
8000s
www.juicyretreats.com 
PRICE £199.98 TEsTEd T3 266
The master of masticating, the JR-8000S 
uses an Advance Squeeze Technology 
System to make light work of whole foods, 
giving you maximum juice with little waste.
T3 says a seriously potent slow juicer.
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 06canary
www.canary.is 
PRICE £160 TEsTEd T3 254
Though a little on the hefty side, the Canary 
looks slick. It offers excellent 1080p video 
day or night, and motion-triggered events, 
while the app is feature-packed and intuitive. 
T3 says The Canary is the best all-round 
connected security camera you can get.
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playstatIon 4 pro
www.sony.co.uk 
PRICE £349 TEsTEd T3 264
The standard PS4 looks snazzier, but  
the Pro has it beat elsewhere. It delivers 
life-like 4K graphics, while the 1TB hard 
drive ensures you can store all your games.
T3 says If you’re set up for 4K HdR in your 
living room, a Ps4 Pro is a must-buy.

netatmo presence
www.netatmo.com 
PRICE £249.99 TEsTEd T3 264
The smartest outdoor security camera 
around, Netatmo’s Presence offers people/
car/animal detection, to minimise false 
alarms (ie the light only comes on when  
it matters). 1080p video is top-notch, too.
T3 says The perfect cam for mean streets.

t3 selects:
keep an eye 
on the crIb
the best smart baby 
monItors for tech-
lovIng baby worrIers

Withings Home
 This great-looking camera 

streams 1080p footage to Withings’ 
smartphone app. The camera will 
notify you when it detects motion 
or noise, it has an infrared mode for 
night viewing, and speakers so you 
can talk through it. 
£139.99, withings.com

d-Link EyeOn
 This is packed with baby-

friendly features. It streams 720p 
video to your phones (and records 
to microSD), has an infrared mode, 
can play lullabies, monitors the 
temperature, and has two-way 
audio communication built-in.
£91.99, dlink.com

Tommee Tippee Closer to 
Nature digital Video Monitor

 This video monitor has its own 
wireless 3-inch display module, so 
doesn’t rely on your smartphone. It 
also has a mattress sensor to 
alarm you if there’s no movement 
for 20 seconds, as well infrared 
vision, and two-way talking.
£99.99, tommeetippee.co.uk
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SteelSerieS ArctiS 3
www.steelseries.com
PRICE £89.99
This gaming headset works with consoles or 
PC, and is more comfortable for long periods 
than most, with a ski-goggle-inspired 
suspended headband, and a breathable 
earcup material to avoid heat build up.
T3 SAYS Great 7.1 surround sound, a mic, 
and super-comfortable. Love it.

logitech hArmony  
home hub
www.logitech.com
PRICE £99.99
This hub can control smart home devices, as 
well as most TV and set-top boxes. It works 
with Amazon’s Alexa, a smart phone app, or 
Logitech’s other universal remotes.
T3 SAYS Make your TV and set-top box part 
of your smart home setup.

lumo run
www.lumobodytech.com
PRICE £89.99
A fitness sensor that tracks more than just 
steps. Clip the Lumo Run to your clothes at 
the base of your spine and it watches things 
like your posture and cadence, so you can 
get real-time feedback on improving your 
form from its app.  
T3 SAYS Tech to make you a better runner.
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£100
treAt yourSelf to Something new with our 
round-up of the beSt kit for £100 And under

their particular category, others are  
great-value alternatives to bigger 
ticket purchases, but all are brilliant 
products we’d be happy to use 
ourselves. So next time you get paid 
and there’s spare cash burning a 
hole in your trouser pocket, make 
sure you consult T3’s £100 Hotlist!

t h E SU PE R S I X

ou don’t always have to 
spend big money to get 
something you’ll love to 
bits. That’s why we’ve 

put together a list of our favourite 
products for £100 and under. Some 
of our chosen gadgets also happen 
to be the best things you can get in 

Y

Hotlist

mu SyStem worldwide 
trAveller
www.themu.co.uk
PRICE £34
The Mu is a brilliant USB mains adapter that 
folds away into a tiny package for travelling. 
This is the same, but with EU and US plugs 
as well. Just slot in the right plug type for 
wherever you’re going and get charging.
T3 SAYS Like travelling? Get this.
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logitech k480 multi-
device keyboArd
www.logitech.com
PRICE £31.90
Logitech again, this time with a universal 
Bluetooth keyboard, which works with PCs, 
Macs, tablets, phones – almost anything. 
You can pair it with three devices, then 
switch between them at will. Life-changing!
T3 SAYS A perfect multi-device companion.
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uproSA phone cASeS
www.uprosa.com
PRICE £19.99
These cases (available for loads of phones) 
all have awesome psychedelic-looking 
designs that are actually microscopic 
images of different materials and chemicals. 
And some of the money goes to the 
scientists who took the pictures. 
T3 SAYS Glossy, weird, and very cool.
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Two for The price of…
if you’re serious about your 
processing power, you don’t 
do things by half, and this 
pc doesn’t – it does it by double. 
inside the gaming goliath are 
two whole pcs, which goes 
towards explaining its  
mammoth size (and price).

clocked iT
The orionX houses two 
beastly processors – a 
core i7 6950X and core 

i7 7700k – rocking 
breakneck speeds of 
4.4Ghz and 5.1Ghz, 

giving you monumental 
power for any task.

 nexT iSSue iS on Sale friday 12 may 
Samsung Galaxy S8 vs lG G6 vs Huawei P10 – head-to-head in State of the art

whaT would you pay To GeT one of The fasTesT 
GaminG pcs around? £1k, perhaps £2k? how 
abouT £24k? ThaT’s whaT you’ll fork ouT for 
The mad-as-a-boX-of-froGs 8pack orionX

does. not. 
compute

on fire
 if you’d like just 

the one ridiculous 
pc, then the orionX’s 
smaller brother – the 
supernova – should do 
the trick. claimed to be 
the fastest production 
pc on sale, this titan 
is outfitted with the 
finest components, 

jekyll  
and hyde
This machine is 
built for those 
who seek creative 
pastures by 
day and gaming 
pleasures by 
night, with a 
workstation-spec 
primary system 
and a gaming-spec 
secondary system. 
both are juiced by 
a mega 2000w psu.

seeinG 
double

no ordinary spec 
and no ordinary look 
either – the orionX 
has a transparent 
side to its case, 
allowing you to 
gawp at its many 
multi-coloured 

liquid-cooled tiers.

pc Gone mad
if you’re feeling flush and you 

absolutely must have two collosal 
pcs stuffed inside one case, you can 
get it now for £24,999 (see, a bit of 

change!) from overclockers.co.uk.

chill ouT
Typically, this kind of grunt would 
result in a flaming mess, but the 
orionX has been soothed with liquid; 
separate cooling loops keep cpu and 
Gpu from getting hot and bothered.

including three GTX 
1080Ti graphics cards, 
a max-overlocked intel 
core i7-6950X (4.4Ghz) 
and 16Gb of super speedy 
ram. naturally, it’s 
watercooled for rock-
solid stability, and fast 
enough to handle any 
game at any resolution. 
oh, and it’s only £11.5k.
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