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STUCK 
WITHOUT 
ONE OF 
THESE?

JUMP ON BOARD
Become a Coastguard member today for only $115. 

Have peace of mind each time you hit the water, knowing we’ve got 
your back with free assists and more.

Before you hit the water hit the website www.coastguard.nz 
or call us on 0800 BOATIE (262 843).



www.boatshow.co.nz

WIN A  SURTEES/ YAMAHA  BOAT  PACKAGEWORTH OVER $100,000

NZ’s FAVOURITE BOAT SHOW
Boat loads of fun activities & prizes

BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AND BE IN TO  WIN A VIKING KAYAK PACKAGE WORTH $6000

MEET  
THE  SHARK MAN  RILEY ELLIOTT AND WIN A  SHARK DIVING EXPERIENCE!

Admission $22 – Kids 16 & Under FREE

10am – 6pm Daily
Late Night Friday (9pm) 

ASB Showgrounds 
Greenlane, Auckland

12–15 MAY 
2016





Built on the legendary Pro XS reputation for superior hole shot, top end speed and 

durability. Mercury’s new 115HP Pro XS FourStroke redefines outboard performance. 

Visit mercurymarine.co.nz to find out more. 

Pro XS FourStroke 
Performance Redefined



WHAT FISH THINK OF

THE NEW SURTEES 850

UNLESS YOU’RE A FISH, THERE’S A LOT TO LIKE ABOUT THE NEW SURTEES 850.

From the signature non-pounding super deep V hull to the stabilising

ballast technology and ultra-strong deck system, this new Game Fisher

is arguably one of the best handling, most stable trailer boats on

the market. The new Surtees 850 Game Fisher. For fi sh, it’s game over!

www.surteesboats.com
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Boat Show Admission $22 – Kids 16 & Under FREE

10am – 6pm Daily
Late Night Friday (9pm) 

ASB Showgrounds 
Greenlane, Auckland

www.boatshow.co.nz
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FIRST BITE
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As headline stories go, last month’s “blue cod 

fillets in the fridge” piece got the sabres rattling 

more than most. Filtering the noise out, three 

lines of opinion seemed most relevant and 

worthy of further comment. 

The first two, a New Zealander’s right to 

enjoy a fresh caught dinner on board a vessel, 

and, the many ambiguous statements offered 

by the Ministry of Primary Industry guidelines, 

have been covered in detail by this media 

channel and others.

For me, it’s the third thread of discussion 

which offers the most scope for deeper thought. 

The mechanisms by which sensitive 

populations, such as the Marlborough Sounds 

blue cod fishery and others are managed seems 

to have missed public scrutiny. 

In New Zealand, when a fish species is deemed 

under unsustainable pressure, we respond in two 

ways. Reducing bag limits and increasing the 

legal size of the species in questions.

I don’t generally have issues with reduced 

bag limits, provided the reduction is applied 

evenly across all the stakeholders as a 

percentage. That is, if the recreational limit 

on a certain species is ten and it is dropped 

to eight, the same 20% reduction should be 

applied to the commercial take.

However, the constant increasing of the legal 

take size does warrant more thought. 

My observation, through years of private 

and charter fishing, is that as the legal fish 

size increases, so does the fishing pressure in 

terms of the total number of fish captured and 

released to fill an ice bin with takeable fish. 

Surely this isn’t a surprise. As much as media 

organisations like to extoll the virtues of fishing 

for sport rather than the pantry, the majority of 

fishermen still cling to the need to take home 

a good catch to justify their investment in time 

and money on the water. And they have every 

right to. Fishing for the table benefits society in 

many ways beyond savings at the supermarket.

We also know that taking a larger average 

fish from a population can cause irreversible 

damage to the population’s gene pool. Although 

it may not have happened yet it is theoretically 

possible to remove a species’ capacity to grow 

over a certain size by literally eating all the 

fish which carry genes for larger growth. It 

is primarily for this reason that I have long 

encouraged the release of larger fish. Even if 

these big fish are past prime breeding age, if 

they are still capable of contributing to the gene 

pool they should be left to do so.

If the inevitable outcome of an increased 

legal fish size is more baited hooks in the water 

for a longer time (increased fishing pressure), 

and possible damage to the species gene 

pool, shouldn’t we be looking at alternative 

management tools?

To that end, if an angler keeps the first seven 

smaller snapper he or she catches and then 

stops fishing isn’t that a better outcome the 

catching 30 to take home seven medium to 

large-sized fish prime breeders? 

We also fail to recognize exponentially higher 

natural mortality rate of small fish compared to 

medium sized fish, which are less likely to fall 

victim to predation.

On the topic of fish mortality,  it may be worth 

looking more closely at our fishing techniques 

as a management tool. If we accept that fish 

survive catch and release more successfully 

if not gut hooked why not legislate for less 

invasive circle hook and lure techniques, 

making them mandatory? 

Anyway, hopefully this gets you thinking. As 

always, I welcome contributions by email to 

jeff@tangiblemedia.co.nz  

IS BIGGER REALLY GOODER?



“I’ve got Exide batteries 

in both my boats, and 

they’ve never let me down, 

and I wouldn’t hesitate 

to recommend Exide 

to any recreational or 

professional boat owner.”



Sunset over 

Parengarenga 

Harbour in 

the Far North. 

Photo courtesy 

of Mike Davis
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FISHY NEWS & EVENTS

TOP PRIZES & EXPERTS  
AT HUTCHWILCO BOAT SHOW
There will again be multiple 
chances to win big at this year’s 
Hutchwilco New Zealand Boat 
Show at the ASB Showgrounds in 
Greenlane, Auckland on May 12-15.

In addition to the show’s $100,000 

Surtees/Yamaha Grand Prize Package, 

there will be daily Heletranz heli-

fishing trip prize packs, as well as 

Viking Kayaks giving away two of their 

popular 2+1 family kayak packages.

An exhilarating heli-fishing trip has 

to be near the top of virtually every 

fisher’s wish list. Thanks to heli-fishing 

pioneers, Heletranz, that wish will 

come true for several visitors to this 

year’s show.

For those looking for something 

more sedate, top Kiwi kayak 

manufacturer, Viking Kayaks, will be 

giving away two Viking 2+1 Family 

Kayak Packages, each worth $2000, 

every day of the show.

It’s not just about prizes at the 

Hutchwilco New Zealand Boat Show. 

It’s also is a great place to pick up a 

bargain, improve those fishing skills 

and learn some new ones.

With several major retailers, dozens 

of specialist exhibitors and millions 

of dollars in bargains, there is literally 

something for everyone in The Rock 

Fishing Hall, no matter how young or 

old, or how experienced you are.

There is also the chance to learn the 

latest tips and techniques, and find out 

about the latest fishing weaponry, in 

the show’s popular Top Catch “Ask the 

Experts” free fishing seminar series.

This year, topics include:

• Bait fishing with TV stars Scott and 

Mig from Fishing and Adventure

• Slow jigs, micro jigs and kabura 

style jigs with Paul Senior

• Softbaiting with Mal Dawson and 

Craig Robinson

• Kayak fishing with Ocean Kayak’s 

Rob Fort

• Snapper fishing with Bruce Duncan

Tickets to the 2016 Hutchwilco New 

Zealand Boat Show are now on sale at 

www.boatshow.co.nz

FISHING ‘HOTS UP’  
AT LAKE ROTORUA STREAM MOUTHS 
The fishing at Lake Rotorua stream 
mouths is firing for anglers as 
trout congregate at the cool water 
coming out of the streams.

Anglers from all around the world are 

fishing shoulder to shoulder at stream 

mouth such as Hamurana and Awahou, 

making an almost carnival atmosphere 

at times, say Fish & Game officers.

Fish & Game officer Mark Sherburn 

says that Lake Rotorua has reached 

surface temperatures in the mid 20’s 

and the cool water inflows provide 

better conditions for the fish.

“Some fast and furious action is had 

at the right time by anglers prepared 

to put in the time and effort,” he says.

Mainly rainbow trout are being caught 

along with some browns, and most 

trout are in good condition. Mr Sherburn 

says that anglers are reminded to make 

sure they have a current trout fishing 

licence if they’re heading out to join the 

fun, but remember the Awahou Stream 

and mouth into the lake are fly fishing 

only areas!

 ISAAC HANLEN HOLDS UP A NICE RAINBOW 

TROUT HE CAUGHT IN THE  AWAHOU STREAM.



FISHING CONTEST

 

 

25
th March - 3

rd April 2016 

www.snapperchallenge.co.nz

TICKETS 

O
NLY $99

WIN AN

D-MAX UTE

495 BOAT PACKAGE

WIN A
SURTEES\
HONDA MARINE

GO FISHING

Fish as you normally 

would, anytime during 

the competition period.

SNAP A PHOTO

it through the app or by 

emailing the photo in.

WIN

awesome prizes! 



OF A 

TROPHY 
FISH

Seven of New Zealand’s best trophy fisherman  
share their trophy fish secrets and stories

THOMAS BLACK

Story by Tom Black, 
photos supplied

here is no better feeling in the fishing world 

than finally catching a magical milestone. 

That monster 20lb snapper, 30kg worth of 

horse kingfish or the king of the all, a grander 

or 1000lb marlin150kg; so I’m told…

That’s right, not for lack of trying, I’ve 

never actually caught or reached any of those kiwi fishing 

milestones. This may not be the credentials you would expect 

for someone writing for NZ Fishing World, and not the 

credentials you’d want someone giving you advice on ‘how-to 

catch a trophy fish’. 

However, don’t worry, in my own journey to bag a trophy, 

I’ve enlisted the help and advice of seven of Aotearoa’s top 

trophy fisherman. I plan to find out how they do it, and what 

I’ve been doing wrong.

T

WHAT CONSTITUTES A TROPHY FISH?

Snapper 
9.07kg (20lb) Kingfish 

30kg (66lb)

Tuna 
100kg (221lb)

Marlin 
453.6kg (1000lb)

TROPHY FISH
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DARREN 
SHIELDS
SPEARFISHERMAN 

Trophy fishing credentials

I first started spearfishing with my 

dad when I was five years old, I’m 50 

now and have fished just about every 

moment in between. Throughout 

that 45 years of spearfishing I’ve been 

fortunate enough to pick up six New 

Zealand spearfishing titles as well as 

one as a junior. I’ve always chased 

trophy fish; I still go after big snapper. 

At one point I held the national snapper 

record at 14kg.

Top trophy triumphs

The one fish that always comes to mind 

has to be the first ever yellowfin I shot, I 

was diving just off Whakatane. As far as 

I know it’s still a national record at 48kg, 

I’ve shot bigger ones since in Vanuatu; 

but that first one always sticks out. 

Preparation for trophy fishing

A lot of what I do now comes second 

nature, but recognising weather patterns 

and how to dive them is vital to choosing 

the right spot to dive. For example, if 

there were big easterlies blowing I know 

I have to find somewhere with a lot of 

shelter like the inside of Great Barrier. 

I’ve shot all my biggest snapper in quiet 

sheltered water, if it’s rough and surging 

it will make it very hard for you to sneak 

up on your prey. 

Sheer luck, or pure skill

There’s always going to be a little bit of 

luck, but there’s a reason you decided to 

dive in that particular spot, because you 

believed that there would be good fish 

there. It’s not luck, it’s intuition.

One piece of advice

Always keep the sun behind you, swim 

as shallow and slowly as possible. 

Stealth is your biggest chance of 

success, you want to hunt behind every 

rock and gutter without disturbing 

the 20lb snapper that might be sitting 

behind it.



TROPHY FISH

CHRIS WONG
KIWI JIGGING EXPERT

Trophy fishing credentials

Being the first person to bring 

Japanese style mechanical jigging to 

New Zealand I had to learn from the 

best; so I fished alongside some of 

Taiwan and Japan’s top jigging experts. 

Then I honed my own skills fishing 

at top spots like the Three Kings and 

the Ranfurly Banks. I love to chase 

the big fish but at the end of the day 

mechanical jigging can be a bit of a 

young man’s sport, and I don’t quite 

have it in me to spend days on the rails 

out in six metre swells any more.

Top trophy triumphs

The one that best stands out for me 

is my personal best 41kg kingfish. It 

might not be the biggest compared to 

some other guys, but it’s certainly my 

proudest fish. If you’d told me 15 years 

ago that I could catch a 41kg kingfish, I 

wouldn’t have believed you; and that’s 

the real joy of jigging.

What preparation do you do when 

targeting trophy fish?

In preparation for any big trip I always 

check my gears properly maintained 

and up to the task, should I hook that 

big trophy fish. You’ve got to make sure 

you have the gear to ‘handle the jandle’. 

Sheer luck or pure skill

Catching a trophy fish comes from 

good management with a bit of skill 

and a big dose of luck. You do of course 

see the photos on social media of 

newbies heading out and catching 30 

and 40kg kingfish, so it can be done. 

I think charters are a great way to 

increase your luck, most skippers have 

a wealth of knowledge and can put you 

right on the fish.

One piece of advice?

Never be casual when fishing, treat 

every fish like it’s the big one; I’ve 

learnt that the hard way.
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KEIRON 
OLSON
FAR NORTH 
LAND-BASED EXPERT

Fishing Credentials

I’ve done a fair heap of land-based 

fishing, mostly around the Far North 

and the Coromandel. I spent a lot 

of time cutting my teeth on game 

boats around the Bay of Islands and 

Whangaroa. I’ve certainly caught my 

share of 20 pounders over the years, 

one of the better ones was a beautiful 

25lb snapper around Cape Reinga.

Top trophy triumph

One of my most memorable catches 

would probably have to be the 138lb 

bronzey I caught on 8kg line, almost 

got me a NZ record. It was a real team 

effort, we chased that thing around the 

harbour for over an hour.

What do you do to prepare for 

catching a trophy fish?

I always make sure I have enough 

berley. I like to berley, and I berley 

often. When you’re going for big fish, 

especially when using light tackle, it’s 

always good to have a good team of 

mates around you.

Luck vs Skill?

No luck involved, all skill and 

technique. It’s the skill of the angler, 

the skill of the crew, the skipper, the 

gaffer. There’s so many factors other 

that luck that come in to play when 

you’re after that trophy fish.

One piece of advice?

Change up your baits. At the end of the 

day you can do everything right, fish all 

the spots with the right baits, then one 

day you’ll almost be about to give up 

and you might put half a pilly on, and 

bang! I’ve seen it happen 100 times. It’s 

all about changing your baits.
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TROPHY FISH

SCOTT 
SUTHERLAND
CHARTER SKIPPER

Trophy fishing credentials

I’ve run charter boats for the last 

20 years, I’m currently skipper on 

Saltwater charters in the Bay of 

Islands. Prior to that I ran a fishing 

resort on the East coast of Africa, but 

that’s a story for another day. I’ve 

managed to pick up a bunch of national 

and world records amongst it all. One 

of the better documented catches 

would be the world record Pacific blue 

fin tuna reeled in by Donna Pascoe.
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NEIL 
GORRINGE
REGULAR FISHO

I’ve been fishing my whole life, but it’s 

really since I joined the Hauraki Gulf 

Fishing Club that I’ve started fishing 

for more than the table. Much to my 

wife’s delight I spend a lot of time out 

on Polperro skipped by club president 

Lance Pattullo. 

Top trophy triumph

It has to be my 32.5lb (8kg line class 

national record) snapper I caught 

in January. Before that I’d never 

caught any thing really close to 20lb. 

I remember being on board boats and 

seeing other crew members pulling 

in 20lb plus fish, but I never thought 

I would ever catch one, and to break 

30lbs too; it’s unbelievable. 

What do you do to prepare for 

catching a trophy fish?

I always make sure my gear is up the task 

should I hook that big snapper. I always 

use Black Magic heavy duty trace. 

Luck vs skill

If my record catch shows us anything, 

it’s that luck trumps all when going 

for trophy fish. The catch went against 

we would normally do. I was fishing 

without a double hook rig, and fishing 

with a tiny piece of squid. The fact that 

that monster snapper bit down on my 

hook has to be luck. 

One bit of advice?

Just go fishing! Get out there as much 

as you can, take every opportunity you 

get. Because you never know when 

your luck will be in.

Top trophy triumph

With out a doubt the most memorable 

fish would have to be a swordfish we 

played for 12 hours. It was one of the 

most outstanding performances I’ve 

ever seen by someone in the chair, 

it was unbelievable. Everyone was 

stuffed after that, it was a good fish too, 

about 225kg from memory. 

What do you do to prepare for 

catching a trophy fish?

The old saying generally runs true; if 

you want to catch big fish, you’ve got 

to use big bait. Always look at towing 

a decent sized tuna as live bait; pretty 

much all the big stripey captures I’ve 

been part of have come from bridle 

rigged tuna.

Pure luck or sheer skill?

It can be a lot of luck when you’re 

trying to get them to bite, but once 

you’ve got the fish on, all that luck goes 

overboard and it’s a game of skill.

Once piece of advice?

Get out there and do it yourself! Look at 

the way that trailer boats are these days, 

these boats are bloody amazing, they’ve 

got everything. They can get out there 

and do just as much as we can do on the 

charters, its making big game fishing so 

accessible, its awesome. 
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TROPHY FISH

BEVAN 
BEAUCHAMP
CHARTER SKIPPER 

Trophy fishing credentials 

I’ve been a fisherman my entire life, 

from skipping classes to head out in 

my little dingy as a kid, to skippering 

charter boats as a career. From the 

moment I caught my first ever marlin 

I’ve had the bug, I’ve always wanted 

to catch bigger and better fish, that’s 

the reason I started working on fishing 

boats and the reason I still skipper 

boats today.

Top trophy triumph

It’s hard to decide on one catch that 

stands out, but being part of four 

grander (1000lb+) black marlin 

captures over the years has been 

amazing. We landed these all on board 

too, anybody can let them go, but it 

takes a team with a lot of skill and 

determination to get such a huge fish 

on board. 

KEEP OR 
RELEASE? 
HERE'S THE FACTS

While you are well within your rights to keep 
any fish over the minium size, providing it's 
within your bag limit; the keeping or releasing 
of XOS snapper has become a hot topic of 
discussion lately.

The debate predominantly centres over whether large 
snapper are more important for the reproduction of the 
fishery and hence should be released; after an obligatory 
photo as proof of course.

 Yes, the angry Facebook comments are true! Bigger fish are 
better breeders. A 2014 report in the New Zealand Journal 
or marine and Freshwater Research concluded that the 
removal of bigger/older snapper may have disproportionate 
consequences for the overall fish population. 

 Older/bigger snapper generally spawn at better times, 
better places and often result in higher growth rates.

 A 25cm snapper might produce 80,000-300,000 eggs 
per season, where as a 50cm fish may produce 4-6 
million eggs per season.

 Snapper reach sexual maturity between 20cm-30cm 
(2-5 years old).

 Snapper can grow up to one-metre-long and 60 years old.

 Not all snapper grow at the same rate. As an example it is 
possible that a 28cm and 58cm snapper could both be 
the same age.

SOURCE: Snapper: a review of life history and key 
vulnerabilities in New Zealand; DM Parsons et al 

New Zealand Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research 
Vol. 48, Iss. 2, 2014
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“Mutant GT”
Over Under Drum Reel

BX400xn

BX500xn

BX600xn

There is no denying that the spin reel hanging under 

the rod is more balanced while fishing and easier to 

use than an overhead drum reel.

However, when compared to an overhead, the spin reel 

is around 2-3 times the size per line weight, capacity 

holding and drag output. They have more moving parts 

and are a complicated way of winding line onto a spool.

Here at Accurate, we like things to be simple and are 

always working on redesigning products to make them 

better. Working alongside Kane Tapper from DFS Tackle 

here in NZ, we have come up with the; Mutant GT - 

BX400xn, BX500xn, BX600xnn.

Developed from the narrow range of the Accurate BX 

reel chassis - so as per the overhead models there is no 

need for a level wind.

Using the Accurate cast control, they cast as good as 

any spin reel or any purpose built overhead casting 

reel.  The Mutant GT are ideal for modern mechanical 

jigging, slow pitch, casting, bottom fishing and can be 

custom tuned to suit the style of fishing.

Available as per the 
Accurate BX range;

Three ratio choices: 4.1:1, 
5.1:1, 6.1:1

Three arm length choices: 
75mm, 85mm, 95mm

Three knob choices: Alum 
ball, Rubber, Extreme

All models run 15kg plus of 
working fishing drag

Straight cut 17-4 heat 
treaded stainless gears

All aluminium parts are 
6061 T6 and CNC Machined

Mutant GT’s run a sealed 
BX AR bearing

Contact your local tackle shore for more 
info, or contact DFS Tackle for trade 
inquiries on toll free 0508 545 545

What do you do to prepare for 

catching a trophy fish?

When you’re targeting big marlin the 

majority of preparation happens before 

you’ve even got on the water. I always 

make sure my tackle is ready for any 

fish that might come its way. Sure, you 

might catch nine out of ten striped 

marlin on smaller gear, but it’s that one 

out of ten monster that will make you 

look silly for going in under-gunned. 

Pure skill or sheer luck?

Sure there is always those ‘lucky’ 

fisherman that catch a big fish every 

now and then, but I always look at the 

people that are consistent at catching 

big fish. They make their own luck by 

doing the right things, they put in the 

right preparation.

One piece of advice?

It never hurts to learn a few knots, the 

plait or the bimini knot are important 

ones. Also just learn the best way to use 

your gear, drag setting etc.

 Bevan with a big 
blue on the leader.
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TROPHY FISH

RICK 
POLLOCK
CHARTER SKIPPER 
AND AMERICAN

As a child we would spend our family 

holidays fishing in Mexico. It got to the 

point where I had landed 100 billfish 

by the time I was 16. As skipper aboard 

Pursuit I like to keep things democratic 

in the decision making of what fish we 

are targeting. If the majority of the boat 

want to go after big trophy fish, then 

I’ll use all my experience to try and 

make that happen.

Top trophy triumph

While on a fishing holiday last year 

I was fortunate enough to achieve a 

lifelong dream of landing a 1000lb blue 

fin tuna. It was an amazing experience 

and I achieved the whole thing standing 

up, I was very fortunate. As a skipper 

I’ve had many national records over the 

years, funnily enough I actually broke 

my own personal national record with a 

client aboard Pursuit. One of the more 

meritorious catches we had on the boat 

was the all tackle world record 52kg 

yellowtail kingfish, that was a pretty 

impressive fish. 

What do you do to prepare for 

catching a trophy fish?

A lot of people say bigger bait equals 

bigger fish, but that isn’t necessarily 

the case. I’m a great fan of the saying 

‘elephants eat peanuts’. We’ve caught 

some monster fish off minuscule baits. 

Sheer skill or pure luck?

My father told me something once and 

I think it’s very true; “you’re better 

being lucky than good”. I’ve seen 

anglers with pretty low skill levels do 

everything wrong and still catch huge 

trophy fish and I’ve seen anglers with 

all the latest gear, with all the right 

preparation, head home with nothing. 

One piece of advice?

Just get out there, remember there’s 

no such thing as a bad days fishing; you 

might not catch many fish but you’ll 

hopefully learn something that will put 

you in better stead to catch something 

next time. 

 Another striped 
marlin caught 
aboard Pusuit.

 A whopping 48kg 
kingfish caught 
aboard Pursuit with 
Rick Pollick.
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the ultimate all-in-one navigation system for fishing, 
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Go where the fishing’s good with an easy to use  
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GO5 XSE 
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direct to your fishfinder / chartplotter.

JUST GO.
Go With Confidence



( 24)kNZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ

Story by Michael Smudge Parker 
Photos by Smudge, Damian 

Clayton, Craig Miller

MICHAEL PARKER

Where to begin?
Whatever your experience  
and circumstances, chartering  
is always an alternative.
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CHARTER FISHING

any of us get our first taste of boat 
fishing aboard a snapper charter. 
It can be a great experience 
leaving you wanting more or it 
could turn you away forever. If 
you are thinking of going on a 
charter boat, choose carefully. 
First you need to decide on both 
your budget and your target.

Most charters specialise in a certain 

style of fishing. Those that simply target 

bottom species such as snapper and 

tarakihi using baits tend to be the less 

expensive options. A typical snapper 

charter, though, is a day trip. 

Not all snapper charter operations 

are created equal, and to a degree you 

get what you pay for. Some of the more 

expensive ones favour softbaits and 

lures, although they generally allow 

bait fishing too. Charter trips may be 

only a few hours long, or overnight. 

It makes sense that more expensive 

charters usually go further afield to 

make the experience more memorable 

for their clients. An inexpensive charter 

operating out of Auckland is unlikely to 

travel far offshore. 



 A kingfish caught on bait 
aboard a charter boat, fish like 
this are always a welcome catch. 
Photo courtesty Damian Clayton.
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BLUE WATER EXPEDITIONS

Some charters specialise in species such 

as kingfish and hapuku, or game fishing 

for marlin and broadbill. Generally, 

these will fish locations such as White 

Island, East Cape, Ranfurly Banks or the 

King Bank. Popular fishing personality 

Matt Watson honed his trade as a deckie 

aboard what must be New Zealand’s 

premier game fishing vessel for hire, 

Primetime. They often fished the 

Wanganella Banks, which is out of range 

of all but the biggest vessels. Naturally, 

you can expect to pay a whole lot more 

for an offshore adventure targeting big 

deep water species.

While a top end charter can’t 

guarantee you a lot of fish, it will get 

you a skipper who will do everything he 

can to ensure you enjoy the experience. 

When you find a charter that suits you, 

it really pays to stay with it.

Over the years I’ve been on many 

charter boats, several of them returns 

visits and long ago I lost count of 

trips. While I can’t recall being too 

disappointed when I’ve had a good 

catch, I have also had very enjoyable 

trips without a lot of fish coming 

aboard. Sadly, there have also been 

times I’ve sworn I’d never set foot on 

‘that boat’ again. Before you book a 

trip, ask around for recommendations.

GROUP PARTIES

Many charter operators will take 

both group and individual bookings. 

My preference by far is to fish with a 

group of friends who mostly have an 

understanding of where and how they 

will be fishing. I have booked places on 

charters for two or three of us where 

we were fishing with strangers, and 

that can be an enjoyable or unpleasant 

experience depending on the makeup 

and attitudes of the other anglers. 



CHARTER FISHING

Enjoying a beer or two with your mates 

is a different experience from fishing 

with a bunch of drunks you don’t know!

I was once invited on an overnight 

trip to White Island to target kingfish, 

hapuku, bass and bluenose. I only 

knew one on board, my brother-in-law. 

They turned out a great bunch of guys, 

although I was concerned when we 

stopped for ‘supplies’ in Whakatane. 

The event was fully catered, but 

understandably any drinks we wanted 

to take were not included. The three 

of us who weren’t drinking woke at 

5.00am to the sound of twin diesels 

firing up. Running into big swells 

leaving the sheltered bay of White 

Island soon had me feeling queasy, 

but grateful I had not overindulged 

the night before. That feeling was 

reinforced forty minutes later when I 

was feeling much better and enjoying 

the ride in what was still the biggest 

sea I have fished in. The first of some 

very tired, green-gilled individuals 

surfaced a couple of hours later, and it 

wasn’t a pretty sight. Some didn’t even 

have the desire to catch fish. Those 

who did had the more able-bodied 

winding in their catch. I thought it was 

great, but it certainly was tiring hauling 

in hapuku from 350m.

GETTING ORGANISED

Before you book your charter it is 

important to understand a little about 

the operation and there are some 

important questions you should ask. 

For starters, you need to know what 

gear to take and while most charters 

can supply gear, make sure it is tackle 

you are comfortable using. You should 

also ask about additional costs, such as 

loan gear. If you are fishing for kingfish, 

hapuku or gamefish, discuss whether 

your gear is up to the task. There’s no 

point in taking your snapper strayline 

set on a specialist kingfish charter.

When considering a charter, make 

contact well ahead as good boats are 

usually booked months in advance. Try 

and get a group together; it’s usually 

a lot more fun if you are fishing with 

friends. Sometimes people commit 

happily but at the last minute can’t 

make it. Set the rules early and have 

people to pay in advance. If there is 

a cancellation due to the weather 

some of your group may not be able to 

make the new date so you will need a 

contingency plan. The charter operator 

may have a list of people he can call 

on or you may simply decide to chip 

in a little more to cover the cost of the 

missing members. If you can’t get a 

group together, individual bookings 

can work out fine too. Just be aware 

that you don’t know who you will be 

fishing beside.

Many years ago a mate and I booked 

a trip to the Poor Knights islands. 

It was in the days before they were 

granted marine reserve status. Weather 

postponed the trip three times, and in 

the end only three of the original crew 

of eight made the trip. Luckily we were 

able to fill all the spots.
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CHARTER  
ETIQUETTE

 Listen to the skipper and follow 
his advice and instructions

 Dispose of litter or rubbish 
responsibly

 Match methods of fishing to fit 
with the rest of the crew

 Use at least the same weight 
sinker as the guy in front of you; 
tangles are always a pain.

DON’T...
 go under-gunned, use gear 

suited to the task at hand

 start fishing the moment the 
boat stops as the boat may turn 
on anchor

 keep doing the same thing if 
it’s not working for you; ask the 
skipper for advice

 take too much gear it will get in 
the way and could get broken

 set unrealistic expectations but 
treat it as an adventure - big fish 
aren’t always going to be caught

 take more fish than you are 
allowed or need.

DO...
 take a sense of humour

 ask advice from the skipper 
or deck hand before trying a 
different technique

 ask your mates if they want to 
donate towards a kitty for the 
biggest fish

 look and learn from others; it is 
the best way to learn.

LISTEN TO SKIP

Regardless of whether you are on your own or with a group, 

always listen to the skipper’s advice. He is out there doing 

it most days and almost always knows what is and what 

isn’t working. The crew on board your charter can make or 

break the trip. While a good skipper and deck hand will do 

everything possible to put people on fish and offer advice, 

they can only do so much. There are those who just don’t 

listen, determined to do things their way. An exceptional 

skipper will at least try to overcome that and do his best to 

give his clients what they want.

Naturally, obey any rules on the boat. One thing that will get 

you offside with any skipper is allowing your rubbish to go in 

the water. Not using the bait boards provided also won’t win you 

any favours. Often the crew will take care of the fish for you by 

netting, unhooking, releasing or despatching. If you are new to 

fishing this can be a great opportunity to watch, ask questions, 

 Lucy caught this 
magniicent 8kg 
snapper on a soft 
bait aboard Diversity 
on the Hauraki Gulf.

 Cobalt Charters 
caters for groups 
interested in bottom 
fishing for snapper. 
The skipper works 
hard and doesn't 
mind sharing his 
knowledge. It is a 
very well set up boat 
with identical gear 
and tackle at every 
bait station.
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CHARTER FISHING

RECOMMENDED  

CHARTERS

WEST COAST (KAWHIA)
Three ‘O’ Eight Charters  
(Crazy Horse) – 07 8767827
Can cater for all species.

GISBORNE/EAST CAPE

TZER Charters 
06 86871191
Can cater for all species.

HAURAKI GULF

Diversity Charters 
021 2446346
Snapper & kingfish in the 
Hauraki Gulf.

Wavedancer Charters 
0800 347469
Snapper & kingfish;  
softbait specialists.

TAIRUA

Epic Adventures 
0800 374269
Kingfish specialists; can cater 
for other species.

and learn. Fishing alongside others is 

one of the best ways to master fishing. 

Not only do you see new, different and 

better ways to do things, you also see 

things go wrong. Sometimes there’s 

more to be learnt by seeing what you 

shouldn’t do!

LAST WORD

Even though I have been a boat 

owner for over twenty years I still 

enjoy charters. I regularly fish aboard 

Diversity in the Hauraki Gulf. A 

group of us target snapper using jigs 

and softbaits in deep water, almost 

always drift fishing. As we are mostly 

experienced fishermen there is a lot 

of knowledge to be shared. I’ve learnt 

from fishing beside some of the best in 

the business. A good sense of humour 

is always a good thing to take fishing 

with you, and the team on Diversity 

have no trouble keeping the fun going.

So, while a charter is a good way 

to get into fishing, there is plenty to 

offer the more experienced angler 

too. Kingfish, hapuku and marlin 

are not within striking distance for 

many fishermen and not everyone 

owns a boat. Far-off destinations are 

something best done via charter boat. 

Not many of us have the means to get 

to the King Bank, the Ranfurly Banks 

or White Island, all of which are 

hotspots. It is especially important on 

those trips to use the right gear and 

most boats will be able to provide it. 

Once again, ask first!

QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD ASK  
WHEN BOOKING A CHARTER

• What gear should I bring?

• Is bait supplied, if not what do you 

recommend?

• Is ice provided?

• Is lunch provided?

• Is hire gear available and at what cost?

• Do you have people available to fill 

a spot if someone in my group can’t 

make it?

• What will we be fishing for and 

where will we be fishing?

• What happens if the trip is 

postponed due to bad weather?

• What have I not asked that I need  

to know? 

 When the weather in Tairua wasn't looking 
great, Tom Maxwell of Epic Adventures took his 
clients all the way to the west coast off Manukau 
to catch this 128.2kg striped marlin in late January, 
the first for the angler Shane Clapp and the team.
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THE 

‘NAKI’ 
OF THE  

NORTH
There’s nothing quite like the chance to fish an 

area completely foreign to you to arouse a spirit 
of adventure and nervous anticipation.

Story and photographs 
by Scott MacDonnell

SCOTT MACDONNELL
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 Old school kiwi 
awesome summed 
up in a couple of 
acres of green 
grass, pohutukawa 
trees and a golden 
sand beach.

O

DESTINATION

nce a favourite area becomes 
too familiar, having been 
mapped countless times with 
the sounder and fished in 

every conceivable wind and tide, you 
have a pretty good idea of how your day 
might go.  Sure, the chance of a random 
trophy always exists, which is why 
fishing is fishing and it beats most other 
pursuits, but there is also a familiarity 
that can carry just a touch of monotony.

I was therefore happy to accept an invite from friends to 

join them at a small camp ground, literally on the beach, for a 

crack at the local snapper. 

Hiding quietly between the two North Island game-fishing 

meccas of Tutukaka and the Bay of Islands is the beautiful 

beach settlement – I won’t call it town – of Whananaki. 

I had never heard of it. A totally new fishing area only two 

and a half hours north of Auckland inspired a spot check 

of every Google based information source I could dial up. 

None gave much away other than the 

confirmation that snapper and crayfish 

might be a reasonable expectation.

DO YOUR HOMEWORK

If you plan to head somewhere new 

on a fishing adventure, a little local 

knowledge is always an advantage. 

Nuggets such as the main boat ramp 

being two kilometres of mud at low 

tide are definitely handy to bank long 

before setting the alarm for 5.30am.

Such is the case at Whananaki, 

where beaches and sheltered bays 

offer easy launching for kayaks or 

small boats. Bigger boats can motor 

up from Tutukaka, and if a rough 

westerly prevents comfortably heading 

out to the famous Mokohinau Islands, 

sheltering in against the Whananaki 

cliffs would be a solid option.

Another factor that adds to the 

mystique of the place is driving clean out 

of cell phone range well before reaching 

the coast. It’s actually refreshing to 

be that extra degree separated from 
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civilisation, so make sure your VHF is 

working as it’s a safe guess there won’t 

be many boats around to assist if you 

start drifting towards "next-stop Fiji".

If you intend to stay for a night or two, 

prepare for accommodation options 

that are basic but rich in character. 

Going top shelf, the Whananaki Holiday 

Park offers motel units, tourist flats, 

family units, cabins and campsites. It 

also provides picnic tables, a gas BBQ, 

a wood-fired pizza oven, a smoker and 

even Wi-Fi. A classic selling point is that 

they claim to offer the only hot showers 

in Whananaki. 

Nearby are also a couple of nicely 

positioned campgrounds virtually on 

the beach at Otamure and Motutara, 

and a few random book-a-bach options.

THE PLAN

Our intention was to arrive late at 

night and prepare the little Motayak 

inflatable I had been testing and also 

get a kayak rigged up ready to go. 

These were safe left overnight on the 
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DESTINATION

All maps used are created by LINZ / New Zealand 
Hydrographic Authority and made available by Creative 
Commons 3.0. Maps should not be used for navigation.

The Whananaki estuary leads 
straight out over sand to Elizabeth 
Reef, a spot famous as hazard for 
those on transit from Whangaruru 
to the north, to Tutukaka.

Tutukaka provides an ideal 
destination to top up on 
fuel, groceries, a meal, a 
cold beer and the general 
accoutrements of civilisation.

Visiting fishos 
should respect 
the long-standing 
marine reserve in 
place around the 
Poor Knights, the 
High Peak Rocks 
and the Sugarloaf.
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“ What might have been one hook in 
the mouth and one in the foul returned a 
shattered scrap of hook shank, leaving us 
with a healthy dose of awe

”

deserted beach and the 06.00 kick off 

coincided with low tide and sunrise.

We would explore as much area as 

we needed to, drifting south down 

the coastline fishing only soft baits 

and Kaburas in the very likely looking 

water at the base of Whananaki’s 

foreboding black cliff faces.

Once out to sea, a solid 2-metre lift 

soon had us disappearing into the 

oily troughs of the huge swell. This 

helped enormously to relieve my mate 

James of his stomach contents. Sieved 

through his beard it provided a useful 

if unplanned berley trail.

It was apparent we were no longer 

in the Haurakui Gulf or the buzzing 

Coromandel. Evidence of other human 

life was zero, save for two swaying 

sky towers far on the horizon that 

must have been attached to absolutely 

massive ocean going yachts.

We settled in to start fishing in about 

20 metres, which was deep given that 

it was only twice that distance off 

plunging cliffs. In the dull light of early 

morning the still grey sky and slick 

water surface encouraged a feeling of 

fishy anticipation. The odd penguin 

was pleasant and reassuring company; 

but when shark fins appeared, slicing 

lazily around our inflatable steeds, to 

us it seemed more like tiger country. 

For a while our little boats felt just a 

wee bit too small. Although we were 

on the famously sedate east coast of 

the North Island, there was a definite 

aura of rugged wildness and a sense of 

vulnerable exposure to the heart of the 

vast Pacific.

FISHING UNKNOWN AREAS

Fishing a brand new area with no 

prior knowledge requires a little bit of 

feeling things out. Firstly, in light of no 

other information, start with gut feel. 

Begin fishing where it just feels right, 

and take it from there. We had a rocky 

outcrop that a quick check on the 

depth sounder confirmed continued 

under the water. Any structure like this 

often attracts fish and helps produce 

feeding areas in a current.

Where shallower foul thins out to 

meet sand is also a favourite zone for 

fishing. Often good-sized snapper and 

kings can be hooked and kept away 

from busting you off, particularly 

important on lighter gear.

The sounder showed no real rough 

stuff, but neither was there obvious 

signs of fish. A drift out to nearly 30 

metres showed we were basically on 

a sand desert with just a light texture 

on the floor. Fish sign was slim but we 

started with high hopes and positive 
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attitude, throwing out the soft baits in 

search of whatever might be passing 

by. If there are no fish on the sounder 

it does not necessarily mean there are 

none around. I’ve often found they 

will still school past or zero-in from 

somewhere out of range to take a lure, 

so it’s often worth having a go for ten 

minutes and see what turns up.

THE LURES

A slow start had us wondering if we 

were all hope, and we began to doubt 

the area was going to live up to its good 

looks. As the tidal current picked up a 

little speed, though, the bite came on 

and a few snapper started hitting the 

lures. As is often the way, the bite kicked 

off and the fish gained size and attitude, 

including visits from a darting kingie and 

another more relaxed shark. Drifting out 

to 40 and then 50 metres consistently 

provided reasonable snapper, and it was 

soon evident that the lure of the day was 

the 40 and 60 gram Kabura.

These lures are arguably one of the 

most effective fish-catching weapons 

invented. Fished ideally using a soft, 

specialised rod and overhead reel 

simply drop the squid-like beast 

straight to the bottom of a slowly 

drifting boat and then slowly wind in 

a few metres before dropping again. 

In my experience yellow seems to be 

particularly effective.

THE KABURA LESSON

One thing to be aware of is that, much 

like a tiny trout fly, the diminutive 

Kaburas hooks are deceptively strong 

and in the right conditions are capable 

of handling significant fish; these 

conditions being mostly in open water. 

As I soon learned, the wrong conditions 

are in areas of foul where real muscle 

needs to be applied to a big fish.

Repositioning to a 20-metre spot, 

well outside the bite time when things 

had quietened right down, a nice new 

blue and pink Kabura was despatched 

over the side. It had barely touched 

down before ripping off into the weeds 

at a pace so merciless and scorching 

the reel didn’t have a hope of slowing 

its departure. What might have been 

one hook in the mouth and one in the 

foul returned a shattered scrap of hook 

shank, leaving us with a healthy dose 

of awe.

Lesson learned is that there is a time 

and place for these exceptional lures. 

Hook removal plyers should also be 

mandatory with your first purchase: 

snapper jaws and fingers, combined 

with a stray flailing second hook, is a 

recipe for fun times if you enjoy special 

discomfort.

More than satisfied with the day’s 

action, we had enjoyed just a taste 

of what this area must be capable of 

serving up. You don’t always have to be 

out chasing marlin and tuna.

CONCLUSION

Without doubt, there is something very 

rewarding in exploring new territories.  

We have abundant coastline up north, 

around the top of the Coromandel, and 

right along the rugged West that has 

the potential for epic action if you are 

willing to find it.  
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TOM LUSK

Story and photos  
by Tom Lusk

SALTWATER FLY

There’s not much that beats catching fish on a fly 
you’ve tied yourself, and thankfully it’s not difficult 
or expensive to get tying and catching. This article 
will look at the principles behind the saltwater fly 
and give you some starting guidelines to set you 

on the path of this addictive pastime.
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THE LOOK YOU’RE TRYING  
TO ACHIEVE

Saltwater fish are, by and large, 

voracious and aggressive buggers, 

especially when it comes to something 

small and helpless or annoying. This sets 

them aside from the more discerning 

trout, which can reject a fly based on 

the tiniest imperfection or mismatched 

colour. For the saltwater fly tyer this 

is a distinct advantage, particularly 

when you’re starting out. Your flies can 

be misshapen and wonky, tied from 

materials scavenged from the Christmas 

tree, bound with globs of heat-gun 

glue. They can, and often do, look like 

nothing at all that a fish would normally 

encounter, yet it will absolutely smash 

them. Why is this? Evidently, fish 

react to what are called “supernormal 

releasers”, exaggerated triggers that 

mimic what is already attractive or 

provocative in the fish’s environment. 

A useful analogy from the human 

world is the caricature. A cartoon 

image of, say, Donald Trump, will 

emphasise the candy-floss hair, 

narrowed eyes, and twisted, fleshy 

mouth. Although not proportionally 

accurate, it looks more like Trump than 

Trump himself; and love him or dread 

him, your reaction to the image will 

generally be strong and immediate. 

The same rule applies to the majority 

of fishing lures. For example, the over-

sized eyes and pulsing skirt of marlin 

SALTWATER FLY

lures, the bright colours or furiously 

vibrating tail of many soft-plastics, and 

the wounded waggle of a hex wobbler. 

Essentially, flies replicate the stimuli 

sent out by prey, so the target fish takes 

one look and instinctively smashes it.

FOUR ITEMS YOU WILL NEED

Materials aside, there are only 
four implements that I consider 
indispensable for saltwater fly 
tying: a vice, dedicated fly tying 
scissors, a thread bobbin, and a 
UV lamp. As you advance as a fly 
tyer you will probably add many 
of the myriad tools available.

THE VICE

Your vice is key to the whole operation 

as it holds the hook securely while you 

work on it. The first thing to consider is 

that most of the hooks you will be tying 

are much bigger than those used by trout 

anglers. What you need is a vice that can 

handle hooks from about size 4 to size 

4/0. Ideally, the vice will be “full rotary”, 

so that you can turn the fly upside down 

to work on it without removing it.

There are some beautifully 

engineered vices from $700 to over 

$1000. If you find yourself addicted to 

tying flies these great investments will 

last your lifetime and provide endless 

pleasure. However, a starter vice is a lot 

less eyewateringly-expensive, and the 

end products catch fish just as well. 

“ Your flies can be misshapen and 
wonky, tied from materials scavenged 
from the Christmas tree

”

THE RIGHT  

VICE
I prefer a vice with a heavy, 
moveable base, rather than one 
which clamps to a table lever, 
and with cam closures; strong, 
solid jaws for holding large hooks 
tightly. To test a vice for strength, 
secure a hook in it then “twang” 
it. The hook shouldn’t shift at all.







SALTWATER FLY

SCISSORS

This is one tool you want to spend a bit on. You really can’t 

get away with an old pair of nail scissors; believe me, I’m tight 

enough to have tried! For around $40 you can get an excellent 

pair of 10cm Razor Scissors, marketed in NZ by Pat Swift, and 

also sold under the Dr Slick brand. My three-year-old pair is 

still exquisitely sharp. A tightening nut keeps the blades super-

close, and allows the two blades to be separated for cleaning out 

accumulated gunk. The critical thing with scissors is to keep 

them solely for cutting thread, fur, tinsel and the like. Don’t use 

them to cut wire or paper.

BOBBIN

The fly tying bobbin is made from sprung wire in the shape 

of a V. The two legs of the V are tensioned to grip your reel of 

thread, and a short hollow tube at the apex of the V carries 

the working end of the thread. Your bobbin can be cheap, 

as befits its simplicity. I’ve been happily using the same $10 

bobbin for 25 years, though from time to time the legs need 

to be bent in for a tighter grip on the 

thread reel. On rubbishy bobbins the 

legs-to-thread tube weld can fail (look 

closely for weaknesses and bubbles). A 

high-end bobbin for about $50 is worth 

it. You might also want to buy a bobbin 

threader, which uses a loop of fine wire 

to pull your thread through the bobbin 

tube. However, a bent length of nylon 

monofilament or fluoro of 10-20lb 

breaking strain does just as well.

UV LAMP OR TORCH

A few years ago, UV cure resin hit the 

fly tying world and changed the game. 

Previously, we used brush-on lacquer 

or nail polish to protect the heads of our 

flies. A bulbous or plump head on your 

fly needed several layers, extending 

the length of time involved. A really 

thick head or body, for a fly such as the 

 The writer with 
some nice Waiheke 
winter fish on simple 
white rabbits.

 A nice king from 
the rocks on a simple 
snapper rabbit.
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beautiful surf candy, needed epoxy or 

resin. These materials required the use 

of a drying wheel, slowly rotating the fly 

over several hours for an even finish.

Then along came UV cure resin. This 

stuff is fantastic. You simply apply it 

as you want it, hit it with bright UV 

light, and it hardens like glass. It allows 

you to attach eyes to your flies with 

speed and permanence, and lets you 

build up chunky body parts and heads 

on fish and crustacean patterns. The 

resin producers generally recommend 

an excessive 8 seconds’ drying time; 

in my experience, the magic happens 

instantly. I have been using “Tack free 

brush clearcure goo” for the past two 

years and it has proven an excellent 

product. $40 for a small bottle isn’t 

cheap, but it stretches a long way. I am 

still on my second bottle after tying 30 

big kingfish flies, plus three times as 

many snapper and kahawai flies.

The UV lamp itself will set you 

back between $15 and $80, with a few 

options in between. I’m still using the 

UV laser pointer I started with but it 

fires a very narrow beam, which isn’t 

ideal. I recommend getting a lamp that 

has an array of LEDs so you can drench 

your fly in the UV. 

If your lamp gets tacky with uncured 

goo just leave it in the sun for 10 

minutes; the same goes for flies that feel 

a little bit sticky (although this is rare).

 Some very easily-
tied flies. The piper 
at the bottom is 
more elaborate than 
necessary. Note the 
simplicity of the 
top three rabbit/
marabou combos. 
All are killers.

 Some basic all-
purpose materials. 
Marabou, rabbit, 
thread, and UV Cure 
goo, plus a hook 
and dumbbell head 
for weight (not 
pictured) will get 
you hooked up.

A WORD ON WHIP FINISHER TOOLS

When you have tied all your materials to your hook you need 

to lash the end of the thread to the hook. This can be done 

with a tool called a whip finisher, which is cheap and effective. 

However, it is satisfying to teach yourself to do the same job 

with your hands, the way I’ve done it since I started back in the 

90s. Rather than try to explain the process here, I would direct 

you to an excellent, short video on Youtube called "Buck’s easy 

way to hand whip finish".

MATERIALS

It’s an unfortunate fact that you won’t save much 
money by tying your own flies. Every visit to the fly 
shop will see you walking away with at least one 
new bag of fluff or feathers to experiment with.  
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I keep all of my accumulated fur, 
feathers, foam, and tinsel in an 
old set of file drawers, and none 
of the drawers opens easily due 
to the material jammed in. 

ESSENTIAL MATERIALS

You don’t need a lot of materials. My 

favourite feathers and fur for snapper/

general purpose saltwater flies are 

marabou and rabbit, both in white. Add 

some dumbbell lead heads for weight, 

and thread (any colour is fine), and 

you are on your way. A few other key 

materials will set you up to cover most 

of the bases of the NZ Saltwater fly 

scene. Here is a breakdown of the main 

products you should look for when 

getting started.

Marabou A soft, light, downy feather 

material from the breast of birds, 

usually turkeys. It has exceptional 

movement in the water, even when 

the fly is resting on the bottom; hence 

stationary flies often get smashed. It 

tends to get slimy and bloody after a 

few fish, but this can be removed with 

shampoo and warm water.

Rabbit Bunny fur has almost as much 

movement in the water as marabou, but 

is much longer-lasting. The majority of 

GETTING 

HOOKED
Good hooks are crucial.
Gamakatsu are an excellent go-to 
SWF brand. They will rust, though, 
so soak your flies overnight in 
fresh water and dry thoroughly. 
Don’t be afraid to incorporate 
Christmas tinsel, bits of copper 
wire from the workshop, and other 
everyday materials. Even teased-
out string makes an excellent 
anchovy imitation. Eyes are a key 
feature of flies. Use large, good 
quality eyes and plenty of resin to 
hold them securely.

clouser minnow. A little bit of bucktail 

goes a long way; just a small pinch of 

hairs for the “wing” of the fly. In red 

colour it makes excellent squid flies for 

kings and snapper.

Barred hackle feathers These are long 

and thin from the nape of a rooster. I 

tie them down the fly flanks, from the 

head to beyond the bend of the hook. 

The bars simulate the stripes down the 

backs of desirable prey species such as 

kahawai and blue mackerel.

Flashabou and EP fibres One of my 

favourite kingfish flies is the piper. At its 

simplest, long strands of white fibres with 

some flashier tinsel tied on the upper half 

of the fly; plus a pair of eyes. These create 

an excellent piper imitation.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Hopefully this has given you some tips 

and starting points for getting in to fly 

tying. Don’t be too bothered if your 

first flies look wonky and hideous. As 

long as you have ticked the boxes of 

movement, eyes, flash, and other key 

supernormal stimuli, you’ll find the fish 

don’t mind how ugly your flies are! 

* Special thanks to Rod and Reel in 

Newmarket for providing the photos  

of the equipment and materials. 

New Zealand’s leading saltwater 
specialists and exclusive suppliers 
of premium quality fishing tackle 
and equipment

ROD AND REEL FISHING SPECIALISTS

480D Broadway, New Market, Auckland 

09 520 0307 
www.rodandreel.co.nz

my snapper and several kingfish have 

been caught on rabbit fur flies.

Bucktail Sold as an entire deer tail, 

white around the fringe with a central 

patch of brown. Slim and fairly stiff, it 

suits flies designed to be fished with 

a jerky, leaping motion, such as the 
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AARON LEVIEN

Story and photos by 
Aaron Levien

o you have drooled over 

the magnificent internet 

footage and photos and 

heard heart-stopping 

stories of catching 

amazing game fish. You 

have wondered how to get started. Isn’t 

it expensive? My boat’s not big enough 

is it? Stop right there! It’s not all big 

boats and expensive gold reels. Starting 

out is a lot easier than you think.

Let me take you through a few easy 

steps, from selecting gear to wetting 

your first lure.

WHERE TO START LOOKING

Information is the most critical part 

in landing fish. A bit of time is needed 

to research which part of the country 

has been fishing the best for the 

current period.

FISHGRID

To get the ball rolling start thinking 

about where you would like to fish. 

Whether this is close to home or requires 

travelling is up to you. Whatever the 

location I suggest you sign up to Fishgrid 

(this is free), and check the Sponsor 

Grids to see where most fish are being 

caught. There is no point fishing in 50m 

of water when the grid shows nothing 

caught that shallow, while 100+ marlin 

and other species have been caught in 

the 200m to 500m area. 

SST CHARTS

Sea Surface Temperature is your best 

friend when it comes to game fishing. 

I suggest subscribing to an SST service 

for up-to-date information of where 

the warm water, blue water and 

current lines are running. Satellite 

imagery is used so clear skies are 

required to get the most accurate 

information. I highly recommend 

Oceansst Maps, which can also be 

found on Facebook; simple to use and 

understand with detailed imagery.

LOCAL FISHING SHOPS

Local fishing shops are your next stop. 

They may not have been fishing but the 

guys who have caught will be talking 

to them. They are likely to have advice 

on lure colours and hook rigs as well. 

What else do you do at a fishing shop? 

LOCAL GAME CLUBS

Most game clubs will have a NZ chart on 

their wall showing details of what fish 

have been caught for the current game 

fishing period and the location. This can 

give you a general guide for where to 

position yourself to begin with.

S

DON'T WAIT FOR A LOTTO WIN BEFORE  
GETTING INTO GAME FISHING. START NOW!
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SOCIAL MEDIA

Not every catch is recorded by 

game clubs as some people are not 

members and simply catch fish for 

the pure enjoyment. Follow pages like 

Bonze, Trophy Lures, G-Force Lures, 

OceanSST Maps, NZ Big Game Fishing, 

and so on. You will see what fish are 

coming from what areas, and also vital 

details on which lure head styles and 

skirt colours are most productive.

GEAR

It’s not all about the gold bling hanging 

off the back of your vessel (although it 

does look RAD). When we first started 

out we borrowed 3 x 50w, 1 TLD 50 and 

used our Jigging Master PE8 on a jigging 

rod as a 5th. If this does not sound ideal 

for game fishing, I assure you it nailed a 

fair share of skippies and albies. Buying 

all the gear is a huge investment; then 

coughing up for lures and then the 

rigging. You haven’t even got to the fuel 

pump yet and you could be a few grand 

shallower in the pocket. So borrow gear 

if you can, or use what you have. Of 

course, using a baitrunner and the likes 

is definitely not going to cut it.

What you are after is something that 

has capacity and a fair share of drag. 

Smooth, consistent drag application is 

important to cope with the blistering 

runs handed out by these fish. As far as 

capacity goes I would suggest around 

600 metres of line, minimum. This is to 

allow time for the fish to run while you 

clear the gear. Yes, some will say a blue 

marlin will spool you; but this is about 

helping you get started. Whatever gets 

your lures in the water is better than 

sitting at home wondering. As far as 

line weight goes I would suggest 24 or 

37 kg in either monofilament or braid, 

although braid lets you squeeze a lot 

more line onto your reel.

After sorting the rods, you will need 

the following to aid in the capture, and 

even the release if you choose to:

• Good gimbal and harness

• Solid gaff; a flying gaff is 

recommended

• Tag pole (if you choose to slip a tag 

in one)

• Leader gloves

• Deckie belt with Emergency 

Release Tool

If you are price-conscious then keep an 

eye on local fishing forums and TradeMe 

for good deals on gear. Beg, borrow, or 

buy no-longer-used gear. Otherwise most 

fishing stockists will hold what you need 

to get the ball rolling.

RIGGING & LURES

This is a critical element to fishing and 

I highly recommend you start doing 

the research yourself to see what you 

are happy with when it comes to the 

business end of things. I like to keep 

things as simple as possible. A great 

place to start is either on the Pakula 



STAGGERED  
LURE SPREAD

The above set up is known as the 
Tangle Free pattern (notice the 
starboard side is set longer than the 
port side). This pattern reduces the 
risk of a fish tangling in other lures 
as well as the lures tangling with 
each other in tight turns. It closely 
mimics fleeing bait fish as the 
smaller fish tend to get left behind.
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website, which has many ways of 

rigging, or hitting the Bonze Lures 

website, which has some seriously great 

quality videos on rigging advice and 

how to rig lures to maximum effect.

Lures are a personal choice, with 

many on the market being very 

successful. Start out with a variety of 

colours and lure heads. For your first 

few, I would suggest grabbing smaller 

lures over large. Why? Striped marlin, 

yellow fin, blue marlin, are all known 

to hit small lures more often than 

those big lures in the spread. Sure, run 

a bigger lure or two; they make a lot 

of noise and commotion. Find what 

works for you and progress from there.

RIGGING EQUIPMENT

• Aluminium crimps

• Copper crimps (for wire)

• Thimbles (plastic and metal)

• Crimping pliers

• Shrink tube

• Game swivels (without clips)

• Game swivel (with clips)

• Wire cutters (most good pairs of 

crimps have these)

Short Forward Short Winger Long Winger FullbackLong Forward

I suggest you learn to rig lures the 

professional way; losing a solid fish 

to gear failure can make a grown 

man weep. And I’m sure those tackle 

store experts don’t want you running 

straight back to them to pass the blame. 

BOAT, LURE SETUP AND LURE 
PLACEMENT

Keep things simple. There are many 

ways to set lures but let’s look at two 

ways to set them. General rule of 

thumb: the lure closest to the boat  

will be sit on the second pressure  

wave created by the vessel, with lures 

being placed on each pressure wave 

after this. 

The diagram above is how we set 

our lures, but with experience you will 

develop your own spread preferences.

PRESSURE WAVES LURE 

PLACEMENT

The lure will sit on the pressure wave. 

We don’t want the lure on top (crest) 

of the wave, behind the pressure wave, 

or at the bottom (trough) of the wave. 

Ideally, we want the lure sitting around 

1/3 the way up the pressure wave or 

2/3 down the pressure wave. This is 

known as the ‘window’. The higher up 

the pressure wave the lure sits the less 

likely it will be seen by fish. The farther 

down the wave the greater the window, 

and the more likely it will be seen.

BOAT SETUP

Ideal boat speed is around 6.5 – 7.5 

knots. Watch the lures to make sure 

they are swimming strong and popping 

well. If lures look sluggish, speed up a 

tad; if they start flying out of the water, 

slow down a little. With our 4 stroke 

outboard we troll anywhere from 2,000 

– 2,200 rpm. Diesels are around the 

1,200 – 1,400 rpm range. Play around 

with engine and gear settings for the 

best combination of fuel consumption 

and lure function.

REPORT CHASING/CHASERS

Being prepared to chase the reports 

increases the chances of getting that 

hook-up. Strike those HOT areas when 

the reports come in. Going out from 

your own port may well seem to be a 

safe bet as you know the area well, but 

this is an odds game and anything you 

can do to increase those odds has to be 

good. In other words you can increase 

your odds significantly by fishing 

where the fish are in numbers, even if 

you do not know the area well.
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CONCLUSION

Now, by no means am I a pro when it 

comes to catching these magnificent 

creatures. I am constantly learning, 

evolving and adapting techniques. But, 

like you, I had to start somewhere. 

I used to think chasing game fish 

was extremely hard and outside my 

capability. I assumed a launch was a 

minimum requirement. But after a bit of 

research and talking to experts I figured 

we didn’t need big boats with diesels, 

nor outriggers (although they definitely 

help) and big game reels. You will find 

when it comes to big game fishing that 

everyone has their own systems and 

their own opinion. And it’s best to listen 

and learn. You may not agree with the 

way everyone fishes, but that’s what they 

have found works for them. Hopefully, 

before long you will be helping someone 

set up their boat and gear.  

“ Play around 
with engine and gear 
settings for the best 
combination of fuel 
consumption and 
lure function

”



TTTTUUUUNNNNAAAA TTTTUUUUBBBBEEEESSSS
Small, Medium, and Large 

live bait tube available. Can 

be purchased singularly, with 

holders or removable plate 

system. Pumps also available. 

Can be customised to suit 

your requirements.

You can view our full range of New Zealand made 

boating accessories including seating, pedestals, bait 

boards, custom made water tanks, custom made 

underfloor fish bins and much more at 

www.hitechplastics.co.nz

Phone: +64 7 84 333 43

Email:sales@hitechplastics.co.nz

LLLLIIIIVVVVEEEE BBBBAAAAIIIITTTT TTTTAAAANNNNKKKKSSSS  

1155-330000 LLIITTRREESS
Portable and Duckboard mounted 

live bait tanks. Sizes range from 

15-300 litres. Combos available 

for all tank sizes. Complete 

customisation a speciality.
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Time  
WELL 
SPENT 
Great fishing buddies aren’t just born 
that way, but with enough time, undivided 
attention and coaching, the young ones can 
be nurtured into life-long crew. 

MATT JONES

Story and photos  
by Matt Jones
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f the most precious thing is 

time, then the greatest gift you 

can give to your kids is some 

of yours. Uninterrupted one-

on-one time that is, teaching 

them the art of catching their 

own food, which I reckon is worth much 

more than any material object.

Of course, finding that time can be 

easier said than done in today’s fast-

paced, digitally-distracted world. A 

boat, beach or wharf however can 

provide the perfect backdrop to escape 

the distractions and spend some high-

quality time-out together.

As a young bloke my family spent every 

summer holiday on board the family 

launch – at least two weeks solid - rain, 

hail, blustery wind or glorious sunshine. 

There was nothing to do on board apart 

from fish, explore, learn, play games, 

spend time together and relax.

Those holidays still provide some of 

my fondest memories and I’m eternally 

grateful to have been so lucky. Fishing’s 

also brought many good mates, surreal 

experiences and unreal opportunities 

in later life so it’s without doubt one of 

the greatest gifts you can pass on to the 

next generation.

BABY STEPS

Just like learning any new skill, 

acquiring the art of fishing shouldn’t 

be rushed. If you take your kids out 

trolling for eight hours for their first 

outing with the sun beating down, 

a stiff breeze and a two metre swell 

running, chances are they’ll get scared, 

sea-sick and not put their hand up to 

come out again anytime soon. But if 

you ease them into building their sea-

legs, skills, and confidence along the 

way, catching a marlin with your kids 

one day is a very real possibility.

My oldest son was only six months 

old when he made his maiden voyage. It 

was a beautiful summer’s day topped off 

with a spot of fishing, a play in the sand 

and a swim at Auckland’s picturesque 

Motuihe Island, and ending with a 

glassy trip home into the sunset. 

On later trips we barely ventured 

outside the marina breakwater before 

anchoring up, deploying the berley and 

spending the next hour or so catching 

throw-backs and sprats. The clean-up 

took longer than the trip itself, but it 

didn’t matter as each voyage got a little 

longer and more adventurous.

Unfortunately for my youngest son, 

Braith (now five), although his first 

trip out started out the same as his 

older brother's, it featured a bumpy 

ride home into a much-stronger-than-

forecast sou’wester with an opposing 

incoming tide. Both Braith and my 

wife are still getting over that one. My 

oldest son, however, loved it.

The moral of the story is that once 

they’ve had a fright it’s very hard to 

build that confidence back up. Plan 

I

FISHING WITH KIDS
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any prospective outings around good 

weather windows and resist any “she’ll 

be right” urges when it comes to 

making the call to head out. If in doubt 

stay close to shore or go land based; at 

least until they’ve learned to enjoy the 

bumps as part of the fun.

TAKE THE TIME

As tempting as it is to load up the boat 

or car and head off in search of a trophy 

fish in some spectacularly remote 

location with an arsenal of equipment, 

save this for a later date. Fishing with 

kids requires your undivided attention 

and, when starting out, close to home 

is better. Less is more when it comes to 

gear too, as you’re likely to spend most 

of your time baiting and helping them 

hold their rod.

Boat ramps or busy wharves are 

stressful enough without being in a 

mad rush or forgetting something 

important, so take the time to have 

everything prepared the night before. 

As nerdy as it sounds, making a list 

helps immensely, and that way the 

following day’s experience can be a laid 

back and enjoyable adventure. 

As they get older, take the time to 

teach them to tie their own knots, bait 

up, and cast on their own. Don’t forget 

to explain to them why you’re doing 

what you’re doing, too. The day they 

rig their own gear, bait their own hooks 

and reel in a keeper on their own will 

indeed be one to remember, so don’t 

forget the camera.

KEEP IT INTERESTING

I’ve yet to meet a young one who’s 

happy to sit around on a boat, beach 

or wharf for hours on end without 

any action. So keep their interest by 

keeping it interesting. If the fishing’s 

quiet, teach them to catch the bait. A 

sabiki or a bait catcher and some bread 

are sure-fire boredom busters.

“ Don’t forget to 
explain to them why 

you’re doing what 
you’re doing 

”
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If there are birds around, trolling for kahawai should 

provide plenty of entertainment and I always keep a couple 

of white kahawai lures in my tackle box for this purpose. If 

bottom fishing, Black Magic Snapper Snatchers or Tarakihi 

Terrors are ideal as they’ll catch a broad range of species and 

have only two hooks to deal with. The recurve hooks will also 

hook the fish for them. 

While most kids despise any sort of 

cleaning duties, cleaning the catch will 

often spark their interest. It’s a great 

life-lesson for them to experience the 

fulfilment of seeing their catch turned 

into a meal for the whole family to enjoy.

But whatever you do, resist the urge 

to take the iPad fishing ‘just in case 

they get bored’. Learning to enjoy the 

sweet serenity of waiting for a bite is 

a skill all good fishermen and women 

possess. A bit of enforced boredom 

also teaches resilience and is a great 

motivator for trying new things… or 

fishing spots… or techniques.
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ESSENTIAL  

ITEMS
Some essential items for an enjoyable time 
with the kids on the water:

 Plenty of food and drink (I take twice as much as they 
normally eat on dry land to be safe, and rarely come 
home with anything left)

 Properly fitting lifejackets 

 Travel bands

 Good quality, high SPF sunblock

 A couple of hats and changes of clothes in a dry bag

 A towel (in case they fancy a swim)

 Kids need sunnies near the water too

 Plenty of patience and your undivided attention

 And lastly, don’t forget the camera so you can relive the 
magic moments for years to come

FISHING WITH KIDS

REACHING A MILESTONE

After watching many a fishing show on 

the couch (in between fetching beers 

for his old man) my oldest son Cale 

decided he’d like to catch a marlin. At 

only eight years old I applauded his 

enthusiasm but suggested that perhaps 

he should start out on something a 

bit smaller. Besides, I hadn’t caught a 

marlin myself at that stage after many, 

many hours trying.

Fast forward a few weeks later to our 

annual summer holiday to Doubtless 

Bay. After enduring a few land-

based days brought on by strong nor’ 

easterlies the isobars finally parted and 

it was game on. With 23.5 degree blue 

water right inside Berghan’s Point, Cale 

and I loaded up the Osprey 565HT for 

his first game fishing adventure. 

Once the lures were in the water the 

young fella diligently kept watch for a 

 Children who 
fish enjoy a better 
understanding 
of food's journey 
from the source 
to the table. 
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good twenty minutes or so before the 

slow pace and swell got the better of 

him. But despite the fact he had just 

nodded off in the cabin when the reel 

went off, Cale soon had the gimbal belt 

buckled up and was enjoying being 

hooked up to his first game fish. 

It didn’t matter that it was a humble 

skipjack tuna. The scream of the drag 

and the exhilarating line-peeling runs 

was something he’d never experienced. 

It had taken the lure on my trusty 

Shimano TLD15, however, and having 

to lay the line back on and the heat of 

the moment proved too much for the 

lad, so dad had to step in. 

Nevertheless the sight and thrill of 

the brilliant blue coloured bullet had 

him wanting another crack. To give 

him a better chance I switched the 

successful white skirted lure to my Fin 

Nor Offshore 9500 OS spin set-up and 

this time only trolled the one lure. After 

retracing our track the sweet sound of 

peeling line soon signalled round two.

This time it was a bigger fish, but 

there was no way Cale was going to 

give up. Instead, with a bit of calm 

coaching and assistance from dad, a 

tired but thoroughly ecstatic eight year 

old was soon proudly holding his first 

game fish up for the camera. An equally 

proud father-son moment ensued.

With a few hours’ trolling under 

his belt I felt he was ready to take the 

next step. As luck would have it the 

neighbour was looking for a crew on 

his 8.5 metre White Pointer, so the very 

next day we went out and in four hours 

actually caught an est. 110kg striped 

marlin – but that’s another story. I have 

to admit, the feeling of being hooked 

up to a hard-earned marlin with my 

son by my side brought a tear to the 

eye. Luckily I was wearing sunnies at 

the time.

FOR THE LOVE OF IT

As the father of two budding young 

anglers I can safely say that there are 

fewer more rewarding gifts than a 

fishing rod and taking the time to teach 

them how to enjoy it. Of course, once 

your kids love fishing as much as you 

do there’ll never be any shortage of 

leave passes to wet a line either. 

These days I’m lucky to have 

a reliable fishing buddy whose 

enthusiasm for fishing is infectious. 

He’s also much better than most of my 

mates when it comes to netting the 

catch as well. Now that my youngest 

son is growing in confidence (and 

recently enjoyed his first overnight 

adventure) I’m looking forward to the 

many more epic father-son moments 

on the horizon. 
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“PENN SQUALL VSW, I WAS LUCKY ENOUGH TO HAVE THE FIRST 

REEL IN THE COUNTRY & OVER THE LAST 2 YEARS THIS REEL 

HAS CAUGHT DOZENS OF FISH UP TO 50KG & PERFORMED 

FAULTLESSLY. I WOULD RECOMMEND THIS REEL TO ANYONE”

Rick Pollock
Pursuit Charters

www.pennfishing.co.nz

Fifty years ago we introduced the toughest spinning reel the world has 

ever known. Until now….Introducing the fifth generation of Spinfisher®, 

the                         . A total of 6 seals (9 seals on the live liner models) 

are used to create the new Water Tight. Design used in the Spinfisher V. 

Whether you dunk the reel in the surf, or let it ride in the spray all the 

way home, you don’t have to worry about saltwater getting into the

gearbox or drag system.         

SPINFISHER V

Sizes available: 3500-10500 (20kg drag)

Water Tight O-ring

The budget friendly                                                               that allows 

anglers to tackle big game fish with confidence. PENN’s proprietary 

Dura-Drag system results in smoother start up and virtually eliminates 

hesitation, even under extreme drag settings. A stainless steel gear 

train and our Quick Shift 2-speed system provide the perfect

combination of strength.      

SQUALL LEVER DRAG 2-SPEED REEL



SAFE 
SPEARFISHING 
As an adventure sport, spearfishing can  
be very safe; but the ocean is an unforgiving 
environment to the underprepared.



Support a blacked out diver 
on the surface with their face 
clear and airway open. Remove 
their mask and speak to them 
or blow across their face.



( 64)kNZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ

 I always dive 
with a buddy 
I trust when 
targeting deep 
weedline species 
such as tarakihi 
and boarfish.

ate January a diver died on the south coast of 
Wellington, the third diving fatality in that area this 
summer. The country has seen an appalling number 
of drownings this season. It is timely to discuss 
a few of the key dangers of spearfishing, how to 
manage the risks, and how keep ourselves safe.

The overwhelming majority of 

diving deaths are simple drownings. 

Many are directly attributable to pre-

existing medical conditions or poor 

fitness. A cardiac event that would 

have been survivable on land often 

results in a death in the water. The 

number one thing you can do to keep 

yourself safe in the water is maintain 

a high level of health and fitness. 

Here are the key hazards and some 

strategies to manage them.

WAVES, TIDES AND CURRENTS

Even the fittest diver will struggle 

against a strong ocean current. 

Good local knowledge and pre-dive 

observation skills will help you to avoid 

such situations. 

The most obvious hazards are waves 

and white water. Any wave action is 

going to make life difficult, especially 

waves breaking onto rocks. Less 

obvious is the effect these waves have 

on localised currents. All that white 

water forms a rip as it makes its way 

back out to sea. Rips are common on 

a surf beach but they also form along 

rocky outcrops. If you have trouble 

swimming back against current,  

swim perpendicular to it until it 

weakens enough.

Tidal currents affect divers. Check 

the tide before you enter the water and 

which direction it will flow. Generally, 

on the east coast an incoming tide will 

run north to south, and on the outgoing 

south to north.

Often divers are their own worst 

enemies, particularly when loading 

up with gear. Keep your gear to a 

minimum and as streamlined as 

possible. Large catch bags and other 

bits and pieces seriously slow you 

down; ditch them if you feel yourself 

getting into trouble. When collecting 

heavy shellfish like scallops, attach a 

floatline to the bag. You can leave the 

bag on the bottom when coming up for 

air, avoiding the struggle to the surface.

You should not wear more than 10% 

of your body weight in lead, so that you 

are neutrally buoyant at one third of your 

diving depth. You are thus positively 

buoyant on the surface and should have 

no problem keeping your head above 

water, even in a vertical position.

Story and photos  
by Matt Lind

MATT LIND

SPEARFISHING/DIVER SAFETY
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 Never dive alone in sharky 
areas. In high risk situations 
like berleying always have 
someone watching your back.

SHARKS

When people think of 
dangers while spearfishing, 
sharks are usually one of 
their greatest fears. 

The last spearfishing shark attack 
in New Zealand was way back 
in the 70s. The bronze whaler 
population does seem to be 
increasing, though, as well as 
shark aggression at the most 
popular spearing spots, so it is 
important to follow a few basic 
guidelines to keep ourselves safe.

 Iki your fish asap. While blood 
will attract a nearby shark, the 
vibrations of a wounded fish attract 
them from miles away.

 Never attach fish to your body. 
The best way to transport your 
catch is in a plat (pronounced 
plaart), a small float boat that 
keep the fish right out of the water. 

 Look him in the eye at all times. 
Nothing unnerves a sharks more 
than eye contact.

 In high-risk situations such as 
in blue water or while berleying, 
dive in groups.

 Do not shoot sharks; it’s the 
best way to make them angry. A 
good prod with your spear should 
scare them off.



 When ascending with an 
incapacitated diver always 
keep their airway open.

( 66)kNZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ

OTHER USERS

Being hit by a boat is the greatest danger spearos face. Often 

we dive in places where boaties simply do not expect to see 

divers, and other times idiot ‘zoomers’ are going way too fast, 

too close to shore.

Protect yourself visibly and fly a dive flag. Only scuba divers 

are required to fly a dive flag, while spearos and snorkelers 

are swimmers and do not need to. While technically correct, 

it seems a small point to lay your life on. Most boaties know 

the alpha flag means there are people nearby in the water. It 

also means they are required to reduce boat speed to 5 knots 

within a 200m radius, but even if they don’t, which sadly is 

usually the case, they’ll at least be looking out more carefully.

In reality, the float you fly your flag from will be the most 

visible and is your most important item of safety equipment. 

The very best type of float is a diver’s plat. Their size makes 

them visible for miles, as well as keeping the catch out of the 

water. Smaller floats are more common and still very suitable, 

but make sure they are brightly coloured and can mount a flag.

 A divers plat is 
the best way of 
transporting the 
catch as it keeps 
it completely out 
of the water and 
avoids attracting 
unwelcome visitors 
of the toothy kind.

SPEARFISHING/DIVER SAFETY



SHALLOW WATER BLACKOUT

Perhaps the most freediving-specific risk is shallow water 

blackout. At its simplest, this is when a diver passes out on the 

surface after holding breath for too long. A diving partner close 

enough to notice can support the diver until he/she regains 

breathing and consciousness. If not, the diver will eventually 

drown.

The greatest contributing factor is hyperventilation.

Hyperventilating before diving flushes your body of carbon 

dioxide and delays the urge to breathe. This is dangerous; if 

your oxygen level drops too low before you surface you will 

pass out. 

Carbon dioxide tolerance is something you develop. 

Ironically, things get more risky as you get better. As your 

carbon dioxide tolerance builds, you can go longer and longer 

without the urge to breathe. This danger compounds, as you 

are also able to get deeper. When you are diving shallow you 

can hold your breath until you’re blue in the face with only 

a couple of kicks back to the surface. Once you get down to 

twenty metres or more, things are very different. A second per 
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 Always make eye contact with your buddy as he/she ascends.

meter of ascent requires a significant 

amount of time kept in reserve.

I have blacked out a couple of times 

and it is only thanks to excellent 

buddies that I’m still here to write 

about them. The first time was diving 

for golden snapper in a cave at Great 

Barrier Island. The fish were hanging 

around at 28m and I had made two 

dives to locate them and marked the 

cave with a drop line. I had already 

shot one with a speargun and decided I 

wanted to shoot one with a pole spear 

“Hawaiian style”. After surfacing with 

my fish I swam it back to the boat 20m 

away, swapped my gun for my pole 

spear and descended again. I began 

to feel my legs going about half way 

through my ascent. The next thing I 

knew I was being supported on the 

surface and sambaing (convulsing) 

hard. The big factor in this blackout 

was lack of recovery during surface 

interval. Rather than relaxing and 

recovering properly, I swam hard on 

the surface and began my dive still in a 

state of oxygen deficit. The importance 

of adequate surface intervals cannot 

be stressed enough. Since that dive 

I adopted a policy of doubling my 

bottom time on the surface between 

dives when I am working deep.

The second, on a ten-day dive trip in 

the Solomon Islands, was worse. After 

hard diving for a week my dive fitness 

was the best it had ever been. Most of 

my dives were well over two minutes 

and I was easily diving 30m. Our main 

target fish was midnight snapper. They 

would school off the coral walls around 

25m and hang tantalisingly out of 

speargun range. We’d lie still for 20-30 

seconds waiting for a fish to check us 

out and bring the rest of the school. It 

was challenging but rewarding diving 

with big bottom times. I had waited out 

a fish and shot him poorly, but he went 

straight into a coral hole. The sensible 

option was to surface and have my 

buddy dive to retrieve the fish. But I 

was feeling invincible and wrestled the 

fish out. I blacked out before I hit the 

surface. This was the big wake-up call 

and I developed guidelines for keeping 

safe, rather than relying on how I feel. 
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 This golden 
snapper was the 
cause of my first 
black out – it was 
not worth the risk.

My main rules are...

 Never push myself alone. Although I do dive alone, I 

never, ever, dive deep or push my times unless I have a buddy 

I trust watching me. A buddy I trust will always be waiting 

for me on the surface, never distracted and will always make 

eye contact. A buddy I trust knows that most blackouts occur 

after the diver has taken that first breath and will wait until 

he can see me breathing comfortably before he dives. A 

buddy I trust will expect the same from me.

 Always have sufficient surface intervals. With big dives 

I always time my surface intervals and make sure they’re 

double my previous dive’s bottom time.

 Never turn a dive after leaving the bottom. I always go 

straight up regardless of what happens. 

 Remember that there is no warning before you black out. 

My biggest alarm bell has to be when I’m feeling my best.

A good buddy recognises warning signs in his mates 

and knows what to do. Look for signs on ascent, such as 

uncoordinated or erratic swimming or blowing air out. Most 

blackouts happen on the surface and often just after the first 

breath, so do not take your eyes off 

your buddy until you are sure he/she is 

breathing normally.

If your buddy does black out you 

need to support them at the surface 

with their face out of the water and 

encourage he/she to start breathing. 

Take the mask off and say, “breathe 

mate, breathe mate”. Blowing on their 

face can inform the unconscious mind 

it is safe to breathe.

Despite these hazards, spearfishing 

is a very safe sport. The ocean is an 

alien environment and we need to 

manage risks sensibly. There is a huge 

number of spearfishing and freediving 

courses available throughout the 

country. I encourage everyone to take 

a course and join a local club where 

you can continue to learn. More than 

anything else look after your mates, 

and remember that no fish is worth 

risking a life. 

SPEARFISHING/DIVER SAFETY



DRY 
DROPPER 

SEASON
FISH SMARTER AND EXPAND YOUR REPERTOIRE WITH  

AN ATTRACTIVE WATER NYMPH AS THE WEATHER COOLS



TROUT
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TROUT

W
hen it comes to 
book ending the 
summer months 
we all want to 

carry on fishing the dry fly for 
as long as possible. Our only 
problem is that while the water 
temperature warms up quickly 
into the afternoon, the mornings 
are starting to cool down and on 
overcast, windy days fishing just a 
single dry fly isn’t going to produce 
consistent fish all day long.

Through March and April our rivers 

are still running low and clean from 

the prolonged summer and the tourist 

anglers have finally left our shores so 

it actually becomes a wonderful time 

to get out on the water as there is less 

pressure on the resource.

MIKE DAVIS

Story and photos  
by Mike Davis
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THE DRY COMBO

So how do we stay successful and still 

allow ourselves to fish the dry fly as 

we head into autumn? Simply put, we 

fish the dry fly as an indicator and tie 

a nymph off the shank of the dry fly 

hook approximately 1 metre below it. 

Sometimes I fish the nymph up to 1.3m 

below the dry, depending on the depth 

and speed of the water.

As we get deeper into autumn the 

overnight air temperatures will drop 

into single digits but the daytime 

temp’s can still get as high as 25 

degrees. With this huge temperature 

variance insect activity will be low 

until the water starts to warm up 

around the middle of the day. With less 

insect activity, especially terrestrial 

insects such as cicadas, crickets, 

grasshoppers and the like, the trout 

are less likely to take off the water’s 

surface in the morning.

The reason you should stay with the 

dry-dropper combo instead of fishing 

two nymphs under an indicator is that 

as the water starts to heat up more 

terrestrials will start flying. At some 

stage they will land on the water so 

you can still expect to pull some fish 

from the surface as it warms. I have 

become a fly fishing snob and if I have 

the opportunity to catch a trout on the 

dry, will take it. To me, a fish on the dry 

is worth ten on the nymph.

The dry-dropper system is a very 

versatile technique, and in most water 

this is my personal favourite way to 

target trout. Catching sighted fish on 

the dry fly is the ultimate in our sport. 

But there are times when you can see 

fish down deep and they just won’t 

come all the way up to take the dry. By 

adding the nymph you get to target fish 

in two different depths. When the fish 

are sighted the action is still superb. 

TYPES OF WATER

Fishing dry-dropper is better suited 

to small to medium sized rivers. It is 

a very effective way to target sighted 

fish, especially when fish are feeding 

in runs up to a metre deep. There is 

simply no better way to cover runs 

and riffles than with a dry dropper 

combination. When the river spreads 

out or if light is too hard and you have 

to cover the water “blind” (covering 

likely looking water without sighting 

fish), this is by far the most productive 

technique.

It is also a great way to pull fish from 

pools, especially when they’re feeding 

in mid-depth currents or when 

swinging in the tails of the pool. When 

fish are high up in the head of the pool 

and down deep this set up is harder to 

control and not as productive.

While working through very fast or 

pocket water the dry-dropper is very 

useful. Often late in the summer fish 

can be sighted sitting in the slack water 

just off the edge of fast bubbly water. 

This is when the weighted nymph can 
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TROUT

“ Sometimes I 
will fish two droppers 
under my dry so I can 
cover plenty of depth. 
They can be harder to 
cast but once they’re 

drifting downwind 
the fishing can be 
outstanding

”

help to stabilise the dry so it sits in the 

quiet water for a longer period of time, 

aiding in a drag-free drift.

In larger rivers it can be used along 

the inside edges and can be very 

successful in hooking browns that line 

up behind and in front of boulders 

that break the current up on freestone 

rivers. On faster flowing rock and 

boulder rivers don’t be afraid to fish a 

large dry. A terrestrial pattern such as 

a Swishers PMX or Turks Tarantula is 

buoyant and can hold up a tungsten-

weighted nymph. Fish can see the fly 

from a long way and are often prepared 

to lift a couple of metres to take the 

large dry fly.

You can see that the dry-dropper 

really lends itself well to fishing in 

the back country, particularly in the 

slightly smaller tributaries of the main 

rivers. In the evenings the technique 

can be used with a smaller dry and 

an unweighted nymph on large pools 

during hatches. Sometimes the fish are 

feeding on emergers and just bulge the 

surface instead of taking the adults off 

the top. During these hatches a small 

dry becomes a very good sight indicator 

and having the nymph just under the 
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TROUT

surface can be deadly. The neat thing 

about approaching an evening hatch 

like this is that once the fish change 

over to feeding on the adult, the nymph 

can be easily taken off.

LENGTH OF DROPPER

There is no real right or wrong answer 

here but I tend to fish longer droppers 

than most anglers. When I fish dry-

dropper my whole aim is to fish two 

totally different depths. This means the 

fish rising up to take my dry fly never 

sees my nymph. Fish always consider 

the energy expended to get a meal. If too 

much energy is needed it will wait for an 

easier meal to come along. That way they 

keep gaining weight; it's output vs input. 

The problem you have when you fish 

short droppers is that very few fish will 

take the dry. You can see the fish rise 

and drift back to take the dry, but it 

then sights the nymph and turns to eat 

it because less energy was required.

Long droppers mean the fish that 

eats the nymph was never coming 

up to take the dry and the fish that 

engulfs the dry never sights the nymph. 

Remember, the dry fly doubles as an 

indicator and will generally be closer to 

your nymph so you will miss very few 

takes when the trout hit the nymph.

LAKES

On some of the insect-based lakes 

like Otamangakau and Aniwhenua 

fishing the dry with a dropper can 

produce some awesome fishing. With 

terrestrials being clumsy flyers once 

the afternoon wind picks up, plenty of 

them invariably end up on the water’s 

surface. Around bush edges it can be 

very useful, and hedging your bets 

by fishing a damselfly nymph off the 

shank offers a lethal combination.

On the lakes make sure you fish long 

droppers 1.2-1.5 metres apart. Fish in 

lakes tend to feed at specific depths so 

it is important to understand why you 

are fishing long droppers in the lake. 

Sometimes I will fish two droppers 

under my dry so I can cover plenty of 

depth. They can be harder to cast but 

once they’re drifting downwind the 

fishing can be outstanding.

LEADERS

Casting dry-dropper is not always easy. 

The longer the trace down to the nymph, 

the harder it is to control, especially with 
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a heavy tungsten fly. To fish this way well, 

you need to learn to cast long leaders.

Leader talk is done in imperial 

measurements as this is the way they 

are sold in shop packaging. Ideally you 

should have a 9ft 1X or OX tapered 

leader, tapering down to approximately 

8lb. This is attached to a micro-ring or 

nylon to nylon knot with your tippet 

out to 12ft, where your dry is tied off. 

From the shank of the dry fly another 

5 feet of tippet down to your nymph 

means that the overall length of your 

leader will be 16-18 feet: close to two 

rod lengths. This will vary depending 

on the size of the river that you are 

fishing. The important thing is the 

longer your leader is down to your dry 

fly, the better your drift is and the more 

fish you will hook.

Watching a large dry bob its way down 

a run or riffle is hypnotic. Watching it 

get smashed off the surface is second to 

none, but seeing the dry dip under the 

water as the nymph gets eaten is also 

pretty cool. Experiencing the best of 

both worlds is a nice way to fish. When 

fish are out and feeding in the runs and 

riffles it is the greatest way to fish.

As the water cools down with the 

onset of winter you may catch a couple 

more fish with a double nymph rig under 

an indicator, but it’s not cricket. In the 

back country or on small to medium 

sized rivers you will catch lots of fish as 

you perfect the dry-dropper technique; 

most of all you will see more fish move to 

intercept your flies. This means you will 

learn more about trout movements and 

habits. Leave the double nymph for the 

Tongiriro; the winter spawning runs will 

come soon enough. 



( 78)kNZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ

XOS SNAPPER

TROY DANDO TALKS TO HIS MATE GAVIN WILLIAMS, 
ABOUT THE SECRETS OF CATCHING XOS SNAPPER 

IN THE MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS.

napper (Chrysophrys 

auratus (tamure to 

Maori)) is one of New 

Zealand’s all round 

favourite fish to catch. 

From the young buddy 

angler to the old salty seadog kiwi we 

all love the thrill of hooking up on a 

good snapper. They put up a formidable 

fight with screaming runs and ferocious 

head shakes that transmit through to 

the rod tip, heightening the adrenaline. 

They are also a magnificent visual fish 

with their striking colours of silver, 

orange/red and blue spots when all lit 

up and gleaming.

I took time out recently to catch 

up with a mate who is an expert in 

catching the XOS snapper which have 

learnt over the years how to elude 

the average recreational angler. Gavin 

Williams is no stranger to the fishing 

S
community, being past Club Captain of 

the famous Dawnbreakers Fishing Club 

in Nelson (the first club to introduce a 

totally length based points system for 

clubs to promote catch and release). 

His is a face you will often see on the 

podium at local fishing competitions 

collecting the goodies.

Gavin puts in the hard yards to 

secure a prize fish long after many 

others like myself would have thrown 

in the towel and retired to bed. I can’t 

remember how many times Gavin sat 

up all through the night in my boat, 

dealing with sevengill shark after 

sevengill, replacing a dozen strayline 

rigs, just to have that one shot at a big 

red. His dedication pays off and nine 

times out of ten he hits the jackpot.

Here is a little of what Gavin does  

to prepare for the hunt, told in his  

own words... 

TROY DANDO

Story and Photos by  
Troy Dando / Gavin Williams





 Gavin Williams 
with a nice snapper 
caught on a slow jig. 
Gavin tends to swap 
skirts and hooks to 
always look at ways 
to improve “off the 
shelf” terminal tackle.

XOS SNAPPER

PASSION

My passion for targeting snapper 

includes the whole thing: planning, 

preparing, hunting and trying different 

techniques, right through to the fight 

and actually landing them.

I’m often asked where to find the big 

snapper. To be honest there is no real 

set answer. They can be anywhere! It 

always surprises me where you get a 

bite. Snapper like deep current lines, 

rocky outcrops, sandy bottoms, shallow 

estuary waters, and even the surf. 

Where there is food, there are snapper.

Another is the question of best time 

of day. There is the proven dawn and 

dusk with an incoming current and 
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 The gang hooked pilchard 
rig ready to deploy. Notice 
how much barb is showing 
and how tidy the entire rig is. 
Presentation is king.

“ Buy quality 
terminal tackle. Your 

hooks, trace and 
fluorocarbon are 
the business end 
of what keeps the 

snapper connected 
to your rod

”

all that, but you also need to mix it up 

a little with moon phases. The night 

time, with low tide around 5-6pm 

in the summer will give you a good 

11pm to midnight high water. This is 

a perfect tide for good current around 

the peak of the tidal flow when it’s just 

starting to get dark and that magic ‘bite 

time’ with the last of the evening light 

on the water. 

GEAR AND TECHNIQUES

There are many rigs to choose from 

to target snapper that include Black 

Magic ledger/flasher rigs, straylining 

with or without running rigs. Artificial 

baits like soft plastics, micro jigs and 

Inchiku styles. You then have the 

Madai type, and of course soft plastics 

and lures. My favourites are basic 

straylining rigs for the shallows, and 

slow jigs in the deep.

If straylining, add a sinker if needed 

to just reach the bottom and a maybe 

a lumo bead. A flasher hook can be 

tied to the bottom. I like to pre-tie 

my rigs at home and spend the time 

to carefully snood knot them. If re-

rigging at night a simple uni and 

running second hook will do. However, 

the snood knot is strongest and most 

protected, and holds that second hook 

if the bottom one is bitten off.

Buy quality terminal tackle. Your 

hooks, trace and fluorocarbon are 

the business end of what keeps the 

snapper connected to your rod. I 

normally make up a two-hook rig 

with two different hook styles: one 

recurve and one beak. I think it gives 

you the best chance on hook-up rates. 

I hook my full baits tail first, with two 

half-hitches to aid casting and secure 

the bait as well as the sinker. For that 

reason I normally run my beak hook at 

the bottom of the rig, which ends up in 

the middle section of the bait, and the 

recurve as the hook goes in by the tail 

area. These hook seatings bring about 

the old theories of ‘let it run to give 

the snapper time to swallow the bait’ 

versus the ‘strike straight away’.

To strike a beak hook just lift the rod 

tip, which will set the recurve hook 

nicely in the corner of the mouth. 

Personally, I grab the rod straight 

away, wind quickly, and strike as fast 

as I can. Depending on how long the 

snapper has had the bait in his mouth, 

I have got the bases covered with the 

beak hook located in the baits hit zone 

being in the middle of the bait and the 

recurve hook taking care of the rest if 

the snapper has already turned the bait 

and swallowed it.

For rods and reels I almost 

exclusively stick to Shimano 

baitrunners (8000 for Marlborough 

Sounds snapper) and a good Shimano 

spinning Aquatip 6-10kg boat rod. I 

normally spool up with 15lb Maxima 

Ultra green line and always run 

fluorocarbon traces of various weights, 

depending on the fishing area and the 

number of sharks there.

BAIT

Bait selection is essential, though 

snapper will eat almost anything when 

they are hungry. One huge snapper 

scoffed bacon I threw in the water at 

the end of a camping trip, and I heard 

of one with a gnarly old sea cucumber 

in its stomach. The best baits though? 

Anything freshly caught like kahawai, 

mullet, piper and mackerel, which 

about covers what’s available in our 

area of NZ. Then there are the bought 

baits: pillies, baby salmon, anchovies, 

sanmar, baby squid, bonito etc. Choose 

the freshest looking baits from the 

freezer. Let’s face it, if you spend 

around $8 -$10 for 1kg of bait, make 

sure it’s the best.

THE BITE

Snapper bites range from a full-on 

smash and screaming run to a tentative 

one click on the baitrunner. They 

 A strayline squid rig is a good back up rig when the fish are not biting. Pilchards 
or sanmar fresh squid is best if you can get it, otherwise searching through the bait 
freezers for the right size squid is most important as too big and they will tear.
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normally pick the bait up and move it 

a metre, feel the pressure from the rod 

tip and drop it. I have had small bites 

that just tap the rod tip and look like 

a spotty or bait fish, only to turn out 

to be a 20lb snapper. So depending on 

the time of day, currents, moon phase, 

and season, we must adapt to the ‘bite’. 

This means using smaller baits and 

dropping the trace weight as low as 

you can so you can feel every little tap 

on your line. Increasing the burley flow 

and chumming down ground bait is 

another little trick to bring on a bite 

when nothing has been happening. You 

would be amazed how often you can 

get a bite when just chumming over 

small cubed pieces of pilchard for five 

minutes. One other thing I do is a little 

lift and drop of the rod tip to ‘tease’ the 

fish into thinking the bait is about to 

gap it. I know a lot of people who cast 

a strayline out and wait for it to sink to 

the bottom, then retrieve a little of it a 

few minutes later. This can result in a 

huge strike of a hungry snapper.

THE STRIKE

When to strike comes from experience, 

the more you fish the better you will 

judge it. Strike too early, no hook-up; 

strike too late and the bait is crushed 

and broken; also no hook-up. With 

bite-size bait strike straight away, but 

with big baits the theory is to wait for 

it to be swallowed then strike. With 

softer bait like pilchards, salmon and 

bonito it can be better to strike straight 

away or risk losing it. Even on big baits 

it is hard to know if the snapper has 

been chewing away on it for a while 

or has picked it up and is swimming 

towards the boat. Sudden slack line is 

a sure sign that a big red is coming at 

you. Wind in the slack but the moment 

the line comes tight, strike, as fish will 

almost certainly drop the bait like a hot 

rock the moment they feel any tension. 

If in doubt, strike straight away. 

THE BATTLE

On a bite, the most common mistake is 

to drop the rod tip and wind. That is a 

recipe for losing the fish. The rod must 

always stay bent and loaded: wind, 

strike upward, wind again, and strike 

once more to set the hook. Wind on the 

downward drop, but keep the rod bent 

the entire time. Don’t increase your 

drag; if anything, back it off a little as 

the fish nears the boat. Tuck the rod 

butt under your armpit to decrease the 

line angle. This reduces pressure on 

knots and drag, increasing the chance 

of landing the fish.

Seeing the fish near the top of the 

water gets the blood pumping! Try to 

lead the fish to your mate waiting with 

the net or gaff. Put the net into the 

water before the fish surfaces so as not 

to spook it. Come in with the net from 

the side and slide the fish in head first. 

Never net a fish tail first; at first touch, 

it will bolt. 

HIGH FIVES

Along with the yahoos and high fives, 

grab some photos while the back fins 

are up and the colours are bold. To 

keep the fish, make sure you iki it and 

get it onto ice as soon as possible for 

the best eating condition. Gut and gill 

as soon as it has cooled down then put 

back on ice.

If you are going to release the fish, 

handle it with wet hands and a wet 

towel. Don’t muck around getting it 

back in the water. Hold the fish over 

the side, head into the current, and 

wait for it to regain some strength. 

When ready it will kick off and  

power down to the depths to carry  

on breeding. 

 The magic strayline rig Gavin swears 
by. The two different hook styles on a 
fluorocarbon leader with just enough 
weight to get the rig to the bottom.
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PAUL WALKER

Story and photos  
by Paul Walker

BOAT 
TRAILER 

MAINTENANCE
Many people stow away their boat over winter, however proper care  

and inspection is essential to ensure springtime doesn’t  
become an expensive repair exercise. 

A
s winter is now well and 

truly with us, a reminder 

of the damage that can 

be done over this period 

by the lack of basic 

preventive maintenance 

seems appropriate. This applies to your 

pride and joy: the boat, the outboard, the 

trailer and all the electrical gadgets that 

go with it. 

There is a big investment here so it 

seems foolhardy to let it deteriorate and 

rot over winter when a small amount of 

effort on your part could head off a lot of 

trouble keeping your boat in good nick.

I work in a tackle and boat sales business 

and have seen what salt-water corrosion 

can do and know the high costs of repair – 

yep, big money!

TRAILERS

In this issue we will cover boat trailers, as 

they are the most vulnerable to corrosion 

in the boating package. Next issue I will 

look at the boat and outboard in the next 

issue as getting the trailer up to scratch 

may keep you busy for a while unless 

you’re one of the lucky ones that has a 

new or near new trailer.

THE FRAME

These days most boat trailers seem to 

be made of galvanised box section steel. 

Every time the boat is launched salt 

water fills this box section. As the trailer 

dries in the car park the salt remains to 

do its nasty work by getting into little 

pinholes in the galvanising. 

Over a period of time rust and 

corrosion will eat your trailer from 

within unless washed thoroughly (with 

out fail) every time you launch the boat 

in salt water. Thorough washing may not 

stop corrosion but it will slow it down 

and there are some products that will 

help effectively combat the corrosion. 

Products such as Salt Away or Mac’s Salt-

Enz are salt killing solutions with have 

their own dispensers. They attach to your 

garden hose allowing you to spray deep 

into the box sections. Spray from both the 

front and rear of the trailer to penetrate 

the areas where salt can settle.

If you haven’t previously used this type 

of product give serious consideration to 

using it in the future. Spend some time 

washing down the trailer getting into all 

the little nooks and crannies as a little 

extra time spent here could save a lot 

of money in the long run. A mid-sized 

trailer is about $3000 or more to replace

ROLLERS

Modern trailers with multi rollers, 

sometimes known as wobble rollers, 

pretty much look after themselves and 

need very little maintenance. Every now 

and then after launching the boat spend 

five minuets checking all the rollers for 

cracks and wear. 

Should one need replacing this is a 

very easy process. Just pull out the split 

pin, slip off the washer and old roller 

and replace with a new one. Pop the 

washer and split pin back on - job done. 
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 STEP 1 
Having removed  
the wheel proceed 
to  remove the U 
bolt and plate.

 STEP 2 
Remove eye bolt.

 STEP 3
After removing 
U bolts and eye 
bolt, slide spring 
backwards to 
remove and replace 
with new springs.

 STEP 4
Springs can now be 
replaced, proceed 
to reconstruct in the 
reverse order until 
complete.

Occasionally it might pay to spray some lube like Inox, into 

the joint of the pivot bar that holds the rollers. That’s about all 

that is needed with multi-roller trailers. 

Older styled trailers will need a bit more work. Keel rollers or 

any rollers that have a tighter fitting centre pin will require you to 

dump the boat (maybe on the lawn) while you draw out each pin 

one at a time. Grease each pin, then replace. 

HAND WINCH, JOCKEY WHEEL AND TOW COUPLING

The winch is a fairly basic machine and really only needs grease 

on the cogs and oil on the moving shafts a couple of times over the 

season (including winter). Pull out all the winch rope and check 

to see if it needs replacing. Grease both internal sides of the rope 

drum while the rope is unwound as a lot of salt water comes in on 

the rope, which then lies against the drum 

causing it to rust.

With the amount of winch handle thefts 

that take place at boat parks each year try 

drilling a small hole at the end of the handle 

shaft which can take a small removable 

lock pin. This allows you to take off the 

handle after use and lock it in the car boot.

The jockey wheel is similar; make 

sure the main shaft and the mechanism 

it pivots on is always greased. Oil the 

handle knob and check the tyre for cracks 

where the shaft goes through (apply 

some grease to the shaft as well). If the 
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tyre is an inflatable type keep it inflated. 

Many jockey wheel tyres come in to our 

workshop flat and absolutely stuffed 

(another avoidable expense). 

Next time you’re fuelling up the boat 

take an extra ten minuets to check the 

trailer tyres and jockey wheel for pressure. 

Tow couplings are pretty important so 

make sure all is in proper working order. 

Grease and oil all moving parts but before 

you do have a quick look up inside the 

coupling for any wear that might stop it 

locking down on the tow ball.

Also check the bolts and welds that hold 

the coupling to the trailer frame as well as 

the safety chain with its D-shackle. 

LIGHTS

Unscrew and take off both sets of lens covers looking for blown 

bulbs and corrosion on exposed wiring. Corrosion can be mostly 

removed by spraying with Inox. After a few hours give the 

wiring a scrub with an old stiff toothbrush. Rub a little Vaseline 

around the lens covers to seal them against water. If the lighting 

components are looking a bit sad consider replacing with new 

L.E.D lights. NOTE: before removing the old ones unscrew the 

top plate of the wiring connector plug and photograph it so you 

can remember where all the wires go. 

After removing the old lights use the existing wiring to pull the 

new stuff through the box section frame. Tape the ends of the old 

and new wires together and pull them out of the exit hole at the 

coupling end at the front of the trailer. Do this on both sides. 

Now comes the tricky bit; with a blade or side cutters remove 

about twenty milimetres of plastic sleeving and expose the copper 

 STEP 1 
Punch out the old 
cones from the hub.

 STEP 2 
Have your new 
bearings ready  
to insert. 

 STEP 3
Make sure you 
purchase exactly  
the same bearings 
to replace the  
old ones.
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“These days most boat trailers seem to 
be made of galvanised box section steel. Every 
time the boat is launched salt water fills this box 
section. As the trailer dries in the car park the salt 
remains to do its nasty work by getting into little 
pinholes in the galvanising

”

on all the coloured wires. Twist all of the 

same colours together making sure the 

copper is tightly twisted together. A small 

dab of solder may help here. 

Following your photograph fit them into 

their correct slots and tighten the locking 

screw hard. Now replace the cover plate 

and plug it into your vehicle. Test the 

running lights, brake and indicator lights. 

Hopefully it all works, if not there’s always 

the local auto electrician.

REPLACING SPRINGS

Quite often springs may look rusty but 

they often have a lot of meat left in 

the steel. A good clean up is all that is 

required. If it is time to replace them it’s 

actually not too difficult on most small to 

medium sized trailers to do it yourself. 

It’s not necessary but you may find 

it easer to take the boat off the trailer 

before placing a jack under the axle. 

Remove the wheel, then lift the trailer to 

a comfortable height and place two safety 

stands at the front and rear of the trailer. 

Leave the jack to support the axle. See 

the photos for the following steps.

You should find two U bolts over the 

axle locking into a square steel plate - 

remove these.  Undo the eyebolt at the 

front of the spring that locks it to the 

trailer. As you pull this bolt out the spring 

should drop down. 

The rear of the spring should be 

slipped into a u shaped saddle welded to 

the box section - slide the spring forward 

and remove. Take an old spring with 

you when you buy new ones. Check the U and eyebolts as well. 

Galvanized springs are better value. 

Putting in new springs is a matter of doing the same procedure 

in reverse.

There should be a locating lug in the centre of the spring 

which should slip into a corresponding hole in the axle. Once 

this is done the U bolts can be locked back into the steel plate. 

Taking photos can help remember how it all goes together. 

 STEP 4
Replace the  
cones first.
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With the boat off the trailer check all 

the nuts and bolts replacing any one at 

a time so everything stays in place and 

the frame doesn’t disassemble itself. Any 

nuts that are too rusty to undo cut off 

with a small angle grinder. Try not to cut 

the galvanizing.

WHEEL BEARINGS

I personally believe this is a job 

for mechanics or people with good 

mechanical knowledge as it can be 

disastrous if you get it wrong. Take your 

time and take care.

You don’t have to remove the boat from 

the trailer. Use the same jacking procedure 

as above. Remove the dust cap or bearing 

buddy from the hub then dig out as much 

grease as you can. You will find a split pin 

through the stub axle with a large castle 

nut behind it. Remove both of these. Pull 

the hub toward you; hopefully it will slide 

off easily. See the photos for an illustration 

of the following procedure.

Wheel bearings are made up of two 

parts: cups and cones. The cups should 

pull out of the hubs with your fingers. There are two sets of 

bearings in the hub- front and rear. 

The cones will require a hammer and punch to remove. Clean 

once removed (you will notice the rear ones are bigger than the 

front ones). They will also have coded numbers printed; take 

the old ones to a local bearing suppler and replace with the 

same ones. 

When installing the new ones first pack the new bearings and 

inside hub with marine grease. Carefully punch the new cones 

down inside their respective sides of the hub until they reach 

the stopping lip. Place the rear-bearing cup into the hub and 

slide the whole unit back onto the stub axle. Once in, place the 

front cup into the hub and replace the castle nut and split pin. 

This is a great time to throw away the old dust caps and 

replace with a set of bearing buddy’s. Use the old dust caps for 

sizing. With the new bearing buddy’s hammered in nice and 

tight get that grease gun and pack the hub with marine grease 

before replacing the wheel- give it a spin, job done! 

PRODUCTS

All the products mentioned in this article should all be available 

at good service centres, chandlery stores, auto stores like repco 

or super cheap and bearing suppliers.

By getting your trailer up to or better than WoF standard 

over winter you won’t have any trouble over the fishing season, 

leaving you more time to fish. 

 IMPORTANT 
Heavily grease cup 
bearings before 
installing and 
putting everything 
back in place.



ALL PRODUCTS  

AVAILABLE ONLINE

DISTRIBUTORS FOR INOX LUBRICANTS,
CHEMTECH CAR AND TRUCK CARE, 
SEPTONE AND VIKAN PRODUCTS

WWW.MARINEANDINDUSTRIALLUBRICANTS.CO.NZ
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USE THE 

FORCE
THE ART OF HONING YOUR HUNTING  

INSTINCTS TO CATCH MORE FISH

Story by Jeff Strang 
Photography Jeff Strang, Stock

JEFF STRANG

n the back of last month’s 

technology focused 

piece, where I extolled 

the virtues of engaging 

in a scientific approach 

to fishing, many readers 

might find this topic quite contradictory.

The best captain I ever worked with, 

John Batterton of the Hook ‘n’ Bull 

fame, was very critical of so called 

“laptop skippers”, too focused on the 

screens in front of them to notice the 

building bait ball half a nautical mile 

out the starboard side. 

O
“Don’t forget to look out the 

window”, was his repeated advice. 

“It’s amazing how many fish you’ll see 

before you catch them, if you’re paying 

enough attention.”

Sage words, and not just for billfish. 

Almost every species of sport fish 

worth sharpening a hook for can be 

caught from clues on the surface.

PATTERN RECOGNITION

All fishermen know experience 

matters, yet in a world where a 

complete newbie can pinpoint aremote 
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remote rock with a GPS chartplotter 

and fish there precisely with an 

autopilot, it can be hard to explain why.

The secret is the experienced 

fisherman’s ability to recognize patterns 

in a range of stimuli so subtle it may be 

difficult for the old sea dog to quantify, 

or even knowingly acknowledge these 

clues have been observed. 

With offshore gamefishing as the best 

example, it’s the unconscious compiling 

the data that leads the best fisherman 

to confidently declare they are in the 

right spot in an otherwise featureless 

blue desert. When quizzed as to why, 

most skippers would honestly answer 

that they aren’t really sure, the spot just 

intuitively feels good. 

We can’t magically transfer an 

experienced fisherman’s intuition 

in these one dimensional pages. 

Instead, by wrapping a few tangible 

observations around the concept we 

hope the process of building your own 

instinctive mind map of a fishing zone 

will be greatly accelerated. 

OBSERVING THE CURRENTS

In the previous issue of NZ Fishing 

World, we talked about the importance of 

current flow to the overall fishing picture.

Clues to current movement are 

surprisingly easy to spot. If it is moving 

over or against structure, there will be 

disturbed water patterns on the surface. 

Look for ripples and wavelets out of sync 

with the general water area. Particularly 

strong currents can form a boiling water-

like appearance on the surface. 

Most readers will be familiar with 

the phrase wind-against-tide, mainly 

because it is blamed for sea-conditions 

more turbulent than the weather 

would suggest should be occurring. It 

also works the opposite way, where if 

the wind and current directions are 

closely aligned, the sea state can be 

significantly calmer than expected. 

On calm days it is not unusual to 

see highways of current on the water, 

bound by lines of algae or other debris, 

often including small seabirds like 

white-faced storm petrels (Jesus birds) 

skipping along plucking plankton from 

the current margins. 

High current on surface structure is 

also very useful for targeting kingfish, 

especially if there is some swell involved. 

COLOUR AND CLARITY

Understanding how a target species is 

likely to respond to a particular water 

colour and clarity will go a long way 

towards a successful day when fishing 

with your senses. 

Snapper 

Mooching snapper love greener, murkier 

(but not brown) water when hunting 

in the shallows. Relying more on 

electroreception and a powerful sense 

of smell to find prey items, than sight, 

such fish prefer the cover of low visibility 

when snooping the weed beds of the 

shoreline. Such camouflage works in the 

fisherman’s favour as well, mitigating the 

effect of fish spooking shadows which, on 

clear sunlit days would otherwise send 

wary snapper bolting for the depths.

Kingfish

Sight hunters like kingfish do prefer 

clean water and are seldom found of 

any size in less than optimal conditions. 

Cover is still important to them and 

they are remarkably adept at using 

white-water to their advantage when 

hunting, so much so that most of my 

best kingfish days have been in very 

poor sea conditions. Please do not 

use this as an endorsement to chase 
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“ It’s the unconscious compiling of stimulus 
that leads the best fisherman to confidently 

declare they are in the right spot in an otherwise 
featureless blue desert

”
kingfish in unsafe conditions like those 

below, it’s just an observation from days 

running charter boats when I seldom 

got to pick the weather we worked in. 

Marlin and tuna

Much is said about turquoise blue water 

and its importance when fishing for 

pelagics such as marlin and tuna. In 

fact, I would say too much is said on the 

topic, the result being well intentioned 

gamefishermen trolling ever wider from 

the coast in search of perfect purple 

water in belief that "here is where the 

big fish will be found".  Occasionally 

one of these wild blue wanderers will 

get lucky, perpetuating the myth. Most, 

however, will miss out, having driven 

past the fish hours ago on their way to 

the distance horizon. 

Clean, blue water is important to 

marlin, but so is food. Food tends to 

be found in the convergence zone 

between cooler, slightly greener water 

and the warm blue stuff coming down 

from the tropics. Smart fishermen 

know that if you hang out in the food 

zone, it’s only a matter of time before 

you get a bite. 

Many of the best fishing spots are 

subject to strong currents. This can 

cause the water colour to change 

during the tide cycle. The King Bank 

is a great example of a spot that might 

be green and fishless for a few hours 

only to become blue and red hot with 

hungry billfish with the change of tide. 

Observation and patience is key to 

success here. 

FISHING THE BIRDS

We cover the “fish the birds” topic 

repeatedly in NZ Fishing World, and for 

good reason. No other signpost is more 

reliable for the instinctive fish hunter 

than the feathered fish-finder.

Gannets

Most readers will already be familiar 

with chasing gannets. The only 

comment I would make is to align 

the behavior you are observing with 

a Solunar bite time table. Fat, lazy 

gannets sitting around on the water an 

hour or so after the bite time has past 

are a sure sign action awaits the patient 

fisherman. Note the next bite time and 

aim to return to the area for the next 

feeding session if nothing productive is 

found in the interval.



For your nearest Daiwa Specialist Tackle Store see www.daiwa.co.nz facebook.com/DaiwaNewZealand @daiwanz
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White-fronted terns

A real favourite of mine, particularly 

when chasing snapper or kingfish close 

to a shoreline. Find this bird species 

working a concentrated area and you 

will find the fish. My best ever snapper 

session was signposted by white-

fronted terns working a rocky outcrop 

in near Cape Brett. 

Together with two of New Zealand’s 

most successful pro-gamefishing 

exports, Andy Lyon and Marty Bates, 

we enjoyed several hours casting 

unweighted pilchards into a rock 

awash  catching countless 20-pound 

snapper on bites on seconds after the 

baits hit the water, with a few kings 

thrown in for good measure. It was one 

of those days never to forget.

The presence of White-fronted terns 

in the upper reaches of many North 

Island harbours is a sure sign the 

snaps have made their way up into the 

shallows in good numbers.

Shearwaters and petrels

Both these families of seabirds can 

be used as general indicators of life, 

although many fishermen agree too 

much credence can be given to them as 

very strong signs of immediate action. 

Unless I actually see fish, such as 

trevally or kahawai with these birds, I 

do little more than make a mental note 
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of the activity, earmarking the area as a 

possible spot to return to should little 

else of interest be found.

OTHER PELAGICS  
AND MARINE MAMMALS

While presence of other pelagic fish 

species like sunfish and manta rays 

is never bad thing, large plankton 

eaters like these will only be present 

if there is a food source I caution 

enthusiastic fish spotters from getting 

too excited upon spotting them. Both 

species frequently jump, often in a 

series, creating huge splashes and 

often a crescendo of radio calls from 

those convinced they’ve spotted free-

jumping marlin. 

Some other species like marine 

mammals and whale sharks, on the 

other hand, do get me excited. Many 

species of baleen whale including 

Brydes as well as whale sharks feed 

on small fish species such as sardines, 

pilchards and smaller mackerel species, 

and as such, frequently compete 

directly with marlin and tuna. Many 

great fishing days have been signposted 

by these giant ocean wanderers. 

DO NOT IGNORE YOUR  
SENSE OF SMELL

Fish oil smells like fish, no surprises 

there. But it doesn’t get released from 

fish unless the fish gets crushed up, 
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or in layman’s terms, eaten. See where I am going with this? 

If you’ve spent enough time on the open ocean, you’ll know it 

doesn’t smell like fish oil very often so if you do smell it, look for 

the corresponding oil slick on the surface. Obviously, it will be 

upwind. Look for signs of debris on the surface or bait on the 

sounder. If you are lucky the action could still be in progress.

The only false positive to this sign is the presence of whales; 

their blow will smell like fish. But as mentioned above this 

could be a good sign anyway.

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, HEIGHT

There’s no real substitution for height. The higher your 

vantage point, the further you can see over the horizon. 

The best fishermen I know all rate height as the number 

one tool in the arsenal for finding fish from a distance. It also 

helps hugely when hooking tricky species like marlin, tuna 

and kingfish. The ability to see when the fish has physically 

swallowed a bait can change the game when the bite is picky.

NOTE: A closing word of caution

Tuna towers are the easiest way to add height to a vessel but any 

attempt to add an elevated viewing platform to a vessel should 

be treated with caution. Always employ a qualified marine 

designer as a consultant BEFORE attempting such an alteration. 

Adding weight up high radically and potentially dangerously 

changes the vessel’s behavior and can easily cause a capsize. 



MagicMud,  
naturally cleans 
grime and smells   
rom isher hands!

MagicMud™ is an all natural hand cleaner 

The active minerals in MagicMud magnetically 
pull smells and grime from your hands and can be 

MagicMud won’t taint your bait and it’s great at 
cleaning your bait board too!!

Available from Selected Stores

Selected Pharmacies 

and other Retailers
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 from PURE FISHING
 PENN POWERCURVE RECON TRAVEL FISHING RODS 

These multi-piece rods make it extremely easy for travelling 

anglers to carry fishing gear with convenience and without 

any compromise on the strength or performance of the rods. 

Available in four different sizes.

 PENN FILLET KNIVES 

Designed with ergonomic non slip handles, making 

for easy to use with wet, slimy hands.  Penn cut no 

corners with blade design either, making the blade 

from German stainless steel with a black nickel 

titanium coating. Five different models available.

 PENN BULL NOSE PLIERS 

Designed from corrosion resistant 

stainless steel and coated in a black 

nickel titanium these pliers provide 

strength, hardness and corrosion 

resistance. Other features include 

replaceable line cutters and knot 

cinching holes located in the jaws.
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HOT RODS

 PENN TORQUE  
 SPINNING REELS 

Perfect for any angler needing a 

rugged spinning reel for heavy 

duty fishing. Available in three 

sizes, this reel is suitable for just 

about all fishing situations.

 PENN TORQUE STAR DRAG SERIES 

Engineered for durability Penn Torque star drag 

reels are one of the longest casting reels on the 

market. Lightweight yet ready to tackle some 

of the biggest of sport fish New Zealand has to 

offer, the Torque Star Drag reel is serious kit.



 DAIICHI NOGISCALE  
 MEASURING SYSTEM 

Designed for ease of use 

and storage, the Nogiscale 

measuring system is 

perfect for every fisher - 

from boats, to kayaks, to 

land-based fisherman.

HOT RODS
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 from ROD AND REEL
 DAIICHI SEIKO  
 GUN-PLIERS 

Made in Japan, Daiichi pliers 

are constructed from high 

grade stainless steel to 

minimise chances of rust. 

The handle and trigger 

system are made from a 

high impact plastic, for 

lightness and robustness. 

They also come with their 

own sheath, that can either 

be stored away, or put on a 

belt for ease of use. 

 SOM OCEAN TWIN  
 SINGLE HOOKS 

With over two years of 

development behind them, the 

new SOM Ocean Twin single hooks 

are the ultimate replacement for 

treble hooks on your stickbaits. 

Available in 5/0 and 6/0 sizes.

 HAYABUSA PIPER RIGS 

These are absolutely deadly when it comes to catching 

piper from the wharf or boat. Each rig comes premade, 

with floats and three extra traces; all you need is bait.

 YAMASHITA TAI KABUKI JIG 

The fully customizable nature of this jig allows you to 

change head weights, colors, tails and skirts. The head 

weight is specially designed to have a low center of gravity 

making this one of the smoothest kabuki jigs around.



©2015 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries

ALL IN ONE. 

The true all in one marine unit! The easy-to-use, easy-to-install 9” echoMAP 95sv (and the 7-inch 

75sv) come standard with 77-200 kHz HD-ID, Garmin SideVü™ and DownVü™ scanning sonar. 

Provides an all in one transducer and comes preloaded with Australia and New Zealand Garmin 

bluechart g2. Cords plug directly into the mount allowing you to quickly install and remove your 

device from power and mount. Transom and trolling motor mount included.

echoMAP 95sv



 from GARMIN
 ECHOMAP CHIRP SERIES 

Packed with Garmin’s latest sonar and 

mapping technologies, the new echoMAP 

CHIRP series is a powerful step forward 

in the evolution of combo units for Kiwi 

anglers. Ready to use straight out of the 

box all units are preloaded with BlueChart 

g2 New Zealand coastal charts.
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HOT RODS

 from KILWELL
 XANTU 14’ SURF ROD 

The Xantu surf rod is designed 

and made locally and specifically 

for New Zealand conditions. 

Producing a medium/fast action 

with immense power it is cast 

rated from 115g to 170g. 

 PACIFIC KP571 MINI JET LURE 

This new 120mm metal head tuna lure 

comes pre rigged with a double hook 

and 50kg monofilament trace. In colours 

proven to be effective on skipjack, 

albacore, kingfish and kahawai Pacific 

KP571 Mini Jets are best run close for 

consistent results. 



Warren Hay Marine 

27 Rewa Rewa Road, Whangarei 09 430-2666

Auckland Marine Centre 

247 Ti Rakau Drive, Pakuranga, Auckland  

09 579-7981

Rollos Marine 

Cnr Euclid & Te Rapa Roads, Hamilton  

0800 804 809

Senator Factory  

21 Hamilton Place, Onekawa, Napier 06 843-6882
Haven Pleasure Boats 

57 Parkers Road, Nelson  

03 548-5864

Mr Boats  

247 Dyers Road, Christchurch 03 384-2726

Mr Boats 

74 King Street, Timaru 03 684-4107

Hawke’s Bay Marine  

60 Taradale Road, Napier 06 843-5000

Harbourview Marine 

1 Wainui Road, Gisborne 06 868 8686

Boat City 

Main North Road, Paraparaumu,  

Kapiti Coast 04 298-5931
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THIS MONTH’S WINNER

JACOB 
MARSHALL

RECEIVES A  
CATCH KABURA, BETA 

BUG COMBO PACK 
WORTH $32.99 

DO YOU HAVE A FISH PHOTO THAT YOU WANT TO SHOW OFF? IN ASSOCIATION WITH  
CATCH FISHING, SEND US THE IMAGE WITH A BRIEF DESCRIPTION TO  

DCM@NZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ AND YOU AND YOUR CATCH COULD GRACE THESE PAGES.

Or enter online at www.catchfishing.co.nz/Fishing-Reports/Show-us -your-catch to win additonal prizes!

READER’S PHOTOS

( 104)kNZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ

winner

13 year old Jacob Marshall very solid 17lb snapper while 
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snapper as close to the 
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100 
ISSUES, 

100 PICS
FIND YOUR PIC TO WIN!
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100 ISSUES, 100 PICS

Can you find yourself here? Simply email 

editor@nzfishingworld.co.nz with your 

name to go in the draw to join the NZ 

Fishing World on a charter review trip 

later this year. For details and terms & 

conditions visit NZFishingWorld.co.nz/

fishingcompetitions/

In celebration of our 
100th issue we want 
to show off 100 of our 
favourite reader photos 
from the last 15 years.



Recreational fishing parks in the Hauraki 

Gulf and Marlborough Sounds have 

become hot topics due to the release of a 

government Marine Protected Areas Act 

discussion document.

The document drew a variety of 

responses to the proposed four types of 

protected areas:

• recreational fishing parks

• marine reserves

• seabed reserves

• species-specific sanctuaries. 

The New Zealand Sport Fishing 

Council team worked through the 

documents and submitted a response 

by the March 11 deadline. LegaSea 

kept people informed via our 

online channels. We expect further 

opportunity for input later this year.   

SUSTAINING FISH POPULATIONS  

It was important for us to weigh 

up the costs and benefits of the 

proposals to determine if there 

were any conservation gains, and 

if it were likely that recreational 

fishing would improve.   

On the one hand this process signals 

the failure of successive fisheries 

Ministers and Ministries to sustain 

fish populations at levels that provide 

for public use and expectations. This 

responsibility is now being passed on 

to other bureaucracies and this change 

is a major concern for recreational 

fishers because our fishing interests are 

protected by the Fisheries Act 1996.  

It is also odd that a recreational 

fishing park is considered among 

measures for marine protected areas. 

The more you think about it, the more 

it seems to be about following up on 

a hasty 2014 election promise than 

delivering meaningful benefits to 

recreational fishers. 

LEGASEA LATEST  
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PURPOSE OF A PARK 

The purpose of a park is “to enhance 

the enjoyment and value of recreational 

fishing in high-demand areas by 

reducing the impact of commercial 

fishing and enabling recreational fishers 

to take more responsibility for the 

effects of their activities in these areas 

and the sustainability of the fishery”.

The Minister has a suite of tools in 

the Fisheries Act that could be applied 

to reduce the impacts of commercial 

fishing; some are rarely used due to the 

influence that commercial fishers wield 

in the realms of science and management. 

Removing a few small-scale 

commercial fishers from within the 

proposed parks is unlikely to translate 

into more successful recreational fishing. 

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY  

Recreational anglers in the snapper 

and blue cod fisheries have strived for 

many years to implement effective 

and voluntary measures to sustain fish 

populations. Despite this, recreational 

fishing is portrayed as a growing 

activity, increasing tension between 

sectors and putting pressure on 

inshore stocks and sustainability. 

In reality, NIWA boat ramp surveys in 

the Hauraki Gulf show that participation 

in recreational fishing has decreased and 

snapper catch has reduced by more than 

50% since 2011-12. 

If this government is serious about 

restoring inshore abundance and 

marine diversity then action is 

required across the natural range of 

fisheries. Small pockets of parks and 

reserves are not the whole answer.

LegaSea is promoting a pragmatic 

solution, a package of measures 

including:

• establishing an inshore zone with 

limited commercial fishing

• managing to higher environmental 

standards

• lowering commercial catch levels.

This holistic approach is designed 

to increase fish abundance, improve 

catchability, and provide for the 

public’s expectations and well-being.  

P 0800 LEGASEA (534 273)
E info@legasea.co.nz
W www.legasea.co.nz
FB www.facebook.com/legasea  

Editor’s note: The views expressed in this column do 
not necessarily reflect the views of NZ Fishing World.

 

FISHING  
RESPONSIBLY
Catching seabirds can be a hazard, 

especially when strayline fishing. Most 
seabirds fish within six metres of the 

surface. If seabirds are present and at 
risk of getting hooked, add weight to 

your line so the bait sinks quickly. 
More info at www.legasea.

co.nz/seabirds

Trawling and Danish seining 

are already banned from the inner 

Hauraki Gulf and there is limited bulk 

harvesting in the Marlborough Sounds. 

People in both these areas are 

concerned that ongoing commercial 

scallop dredging is reducing 

biodiversity by damaging the seabed 

and destroying critical juvenile habitat 

for vulnerable species, especially for 

blue cod in the Sounds.
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BITE TIMES
Check out the bite times for March and April then get out there and find the action!

MARCH 2016

MAJOR BITE MAJOR BITE MINOR BITE MINOR BITE

Moon Sunrise Sunset Start Finish Start Finish Start Finish Start Finish Rating

1 7:06 19:59 6:27 8:27 18:51 20:51 0:11 1:11 13:28 14:28 l

2 7:07 19:58 7:15 9:15 19:39 21:39 0:55 1:55 14:22 15:22 l

3 7:08 19:56 8:04 10:04 20:29 22:29 --- --- 15:15 16:15 l

4 7:09 19:55 8:55 10:55 21:21 23:21 1:44 2:44 16:06 17:06 l

5 7:10 19:53 9:48 11:48 22:15 0:15 2:38 3:38 16:56 17:56 lll

6 7:11 19:52 10:42 12:42 23:09 1:09 3:37 4:37 17:43 18:43 lll

7 7:12 19:51 11:37 13:37 0:05 2:05 4:41 5:41 18:27 19:27 lll

8 7:13 19:49 12:33 14:33 1:30 3:30 5:48 6:48 19:10 20:10 lll

9 7:14 19:48 13:28 15:28 1:55 3:55 6:57 7:57 19:51 20:51 l

10 7:15 19:46 14:23 16:23 2:51 4:51 8:08 9:08 20:31 21:31 l

11 7:16 19:45 15:19 17:19 3:47 5:47 9:18 10:18 21:12 22:12 l

12 7:17 19:43 16:15 18:15 4:43 6:43 10:29 11:29 21:54 22:54 ll

13 7:18 19:42 17:11 19:11 5:39 7:39 11:38 12:38 22:39 23:39 ll

14 7:19 19:40 18:07 20:07 6:35 8:35 12:44 13:44 23:27 0:27 ll

15 7:19 19:39 19:03 21:03 7:30 9:30 13:47 14:47 0:18 1:18 ll

16 7:20 19:38 19:58 21:58 8:24 10:24 14:44 15:44 --- --- l

17 7:21 19:36 20:51 22:51 9:16 11:16 15:36 16:36 1:12 2:12 l

18 7:22 19:35 21:42 23:42 10:06 12:06 16:23 17:23 2:07 3:07 l

19 7:23 19:33 22:31 0:31 10:54 12:54 17:05 18:05 3:04 4:04 l

20 7:24 19:32 23:18 1:18 --- --- 17:43 18:43 4:02 5:02 lll

21 7:25 19:30 --- --- 11:41 13:41 18:18 19:18 4:58 5:58 lll

22 7:26 19:29 0:03 2:03 12:25 14:25 18:50 19:50 5:54 6:54 lll

23 7:27 19:27 0:47 2:47 13:08 15:08 19:21 20:21 6:50 7:50 lll

24 7:27 19:26 1:30 3:30 13:51 15:51 19:52 20:52 7:44 8:44 l

25 7:28 19:24 2:12 4:12 14:33 16:33 20:24 21:24 8:39 9:39 l

26 7:29 19:23 2:55 4:55 15:17 17:17 20:56 21:56 9:33 10:33 l

27 7:30 19:21 3:39 5:39 16:01 18:01 21:31 22:31 10:27 11:27 l

28 7:31 19:20 4:24 6:24 16:47 18:47 22:09 23:09 11:21 12:21 ll

29 7:32 19:18 5:10 7:10 17:33 19:33 22:50 23:50 12:14 13:14 ll

30 7:33 19:17 5:57 7:57 18:22 20:22 23:36 0:36 13:07 14:07 ll

31 7:34 19:15 6:47 8:47 19:12 21:12 0:27 1:27 13:58 14:58 ll
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WHEN TO FISH
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APRIL 2016

MAJOR BITE MAJOR BITE MINOR BITE MINOR BITE

Moon Sunrise Sunset Start Finish Start Finish Start Finish Start Finish Rating

1 7:34 19:14 7:38 9:38 20:04 22:04 --- --- 14:47 15:47 l

2 7:35 19:12 8:30 10:30 20:26 22:26 1:22 2:22 15:34 16:34 l

3 6:36 18:11 8:23 10:23 20:49 22:49 1:22 2:22 15:18 16:18 l

4 6:37 18:10 9:16 11:16 21:43 23:43 2:26 3:26 16.00 17.00 lll

5 6:38 18:08 10:10 12:10 22:37 0:37 3:32 4:32 16:41 17:41 lll

6 6:39 18:07 11:05 13:05 23:33 1:33 4:42 5:42 17:21 18:21 lll

7 6:40 18:05 12:01 14:01 0:29 2:29 5:52 6:52 18:02 19:02 l

8 6:40 18:04 12:57 14:57 1:26 3:26 7:04 8:04 18:44 19:44 l

9 6:41 18:02 13:55 15:55 2:24 4:24 8:16 9:16 19:29 20:29 l

10 6:42 18:01 14:54 16:54 3:23 5:23 9:26 10:26 20:17 21:17 l

11 6:43 18:00 15:52 17:52 4:21 6:21 10:33 11:33 21:09 22:09 ll

12 6:44 17:58 16:50 18:50 5:17 7:17 11:35 12:35 22:03 23:03 ll

13 6:45 17:57 17:45 19:45 6:11 8:11 12:31 13:31 23.00 0.00 ll

14 6:46 17:56 18:38 20:38 7:03 9:03 13:21 14:21 23:58 0:58 l

15 6:47 17:54 19:29 21:29 7:52 9:52 14:05 15:05 --- --- l

16 6:47 17:53 20:16 22:16 8:39 10:39 14:44 15:44 0:56 1:56 l

17 6:48 17:52 21:02 23:02 9:24 11:24 15:20 16:20 1:53 2:53 l

18 6:49 17:50 21:46 23:46 10:07 12:07 15:53 16:53 2:49 3:49 lll

19 6:50 17:49 22:29 0:29 10:50 12:50 16:24 17:24 3:44 4:44 lll

20 6:51 17:48 23:11 1:11 11:32 13:32 16:55 17:55 4:39 5:39 lll

21 6:52 17:46 23:54 1:54 --- --- 17:26 18:26 5:33 6:33 lll

22 6:53 17:45 --- --- 12:16 14:16 17:58 18:58 6:28 7:28 l

23 6:53 17:44 0:37 2:37 12:59 14:59 18:32 19:32 7:22 8:22 l

24 6:54 17:43 1:21 3:21 13:44 15:44 19:08 20:08 8:16 9:16 l

25 6:55 17:41 2:07 4:07 14:30 16:30 19:49 20:49 9:10 10:10 l

26 6:56 17:40 2:54 4:54 15:18 17:18 20:33 21:33 10:03 11:03 ll

27 6:57 17:39 3:43 5:43 16:08 18:08 21:21 22:21 10:54 11:54 ll

28 6:58 17:38 4:33 6:33 16:58 18:58 22:14 23:14 11:44 12:44 ll

29 6:59 17:37 5:24 7:24 17:49 19:49 23:11 0:11 12:30 13:30 ll

30 6:59 17:36 6:15 8:15 18:40 20:40 --- --- 13:14 14:14 l



OnehungaAuckland

April 
   TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE

1 FR LQ 5:08 3.5 11:26 1.4 17:38 3.4 23:57 1.4

2 SA  6:16 3.4 12:40 1.4 18:50 3.4  

3 SU  1:12 1.3 6:29 3.5 12:54 1.2 19:04 3.5

4 MO  1:24 1.1 7:37 3.8 13:59 1 20:11 3.8

5 TU  2:27 0.9 8:38 4 14:56 0.7 21:09 4

6 WE  3:22 0.6 9:32 4.2 15:48 0.4 22:02 4.3

7 TH NM 4:12 0.3 10:23 4.4 16:37 0.2 22:51 4.4

8 FR  5:00 0.2 11:10 4.5 17:24 0.1 23:37 4.5

9 SA  5:47 0.2 11:57 4.5 18:10 0.2  

10 SU  0:23 4.4 6:33 0.3 12:43 4.3 18:56 0.3

11 MO  1:09 4.3 7:20 0.4 13:30 4.2 19:42 0.5

12 TU  1:56 4.1 8:08 0.7 14:19 3.9 20:31 0.8

13 WE  2:47 3.9 9:01 0.9 15:13 3.7 21:24 1

14 TH FQ 3:44 3.7 10:00 1.1 16:15 3.5 22:24 1.2

15 FR  4:50 3.5 11:07 1.3 17:23 3.4 23:32 1.3

16 SA  5:58 3.5 12:14 1.3 18:30 3.4  

17 SU  0:41 1.3 7:02 3.5 13:16 1.2 19:31 3.5

18 MO  1:42 1.2 7:59 3.6 14:10 1.1 20:26 3.6

19 TU  2:34 1.1 8:48 3.8 14:58 0.9 21:13 3.8

20 WE  3:20 0.9 9:32 3.9 15:41 0.8 21:55 3.9

21 TH  4:01 0.8 10:10 4 16:19 0.7 22:32 4

22 FR FM 4:38 0.7 10:45 4 16:56 0.7 23:06 4

23 SA  5:13 0.7 11:18 4 17:30 0.7 23:39 4

24 SU  5:47 0.7 11:51 4 18:04 0.7  

25 MO  0:11 4 6:21 0.8 12:24 3.9 18:38 0.8

26 TU  0:45 3.9 6:57 0.9 13:00 3.8 19:15 0.9

27 WE  1:22 3.8 7:35 1 13:39 3.7 19:54 1

28 TH  2:02 3.7 8:18 1.1 14:23 3.6 20:38 1.1

29 FR  2:49 3.6 9:07 1.2 15:15 3.5 21:30 1.2

30 SA LQ 3:45 3.6 10:07 1.3 16:16 3.5 22:33 1.3

April 
   TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE

1 FR LQ 2:12 2.9 8:15 1 14:27 2.9 20:33 1

2 SA  3:07 2.9 9:12 1 15:23 2.9 21:34 1

3 SU  3:07 2.9 9:11 1 15:24 2.9 21:37 0.9

4 MO  4:07 3 10:10 0.9 16:28 3 22:39 0.8

5 TU  5:05 3.2 11:08 0.7 17:30 3.1 23:36 0.6

6 WE  6:01 3.3 12:03 0.5 18:28 3.3  

7 TH NM 0:30 0.5 6:54 3.5 12:57 0.4 19:23 3.5

8 FR  1:22 0.4 7:47 3.6 13:49 0.2 20:15 3.6

9 SA  2:13 0.3 8:40 3.6 14:41 0.2 21:06 3.7

10 SU  3:05 0.3 9:32 3.6 15:32 0.2 21:57 3.7

11 MO  3:57 0.4 10:24 3.6 16:22 0.3 22:49 3.6

12 TU  4:50 0.5 11:17 3.5 17:14 0.4 23:42 3.5

13 WE  5:46 0.6 12:11 3.3 18:07 0.5  

14 TH FQ 0:37 3.3 6:44 0.7 13:06 3.2 19:04 0.7

15 FR  1:35 3.2 7:45 0.9 14:03 3 20:04 0.9

16 SA  2:34 3.1 8:45 0.9 15:03 2.9 21:06 0.9

17 SU  3:33 3 9:44 1 16:02 2.9 22:06 1

18 MO  4:28 3 10:38 0.9 16:59 2.9 23:00 0.9

19 TU  5:20 3 11:28 0.9 17:51 3 23:49 0.9

20 WE  6:07 3 12:14 0.9 18:39 3  

21 TH  0:33 0.9 6:52 3 12:56 0.8 19:22 3.1

22 FR FM 1:13 0.8 7:33 3.1 13:36 0.8 20:02 3.1

23 SA  1:52 0.8 8:12 3.1 14:13 0.7 20:40 3.2

24 SU  2:29 0.8 8:51 3.1 14:50 0.7 21:17 3.2

25 MO  3:07 0.8 9:28 3.1 15:27 0.7 21:54 3.1

26 TU  3:47 0.8 10:07 3 16:05 0.8 22:32 3.1

27 WE  4:28 0.9 10:46 3 16:44 0.8 23:13 3.1

28 TH  5:11 0.9 11:28 3 17:26 0.8 23:57 3

29 FR  5:59 0.9 12:13 2.9 18:12 0.9  

30 SA LQ 0:46 3 6:50 0.9 13:03 2.9 19:05 0.9

AM PMAM PM

March 
   TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE

1 TU LQ 3:52 3.6 10:02 1.3 16:12 3.5 22:29 1.2

2 WE  4:41 3.5 10:52 1.4 17:05 3.4 23:23 1.4

3 TH  5:41 3.4 11:56 1.5 18:09 3.3  

4 FR  0:30 1.4 6:52 3.4 13:13 1.5 19:22 3.4

5 SA  1:46 1.4 8:06 3.5 14:28 1.3 20:36 3.5

6 SU  2:57 1.1 9:13 3.7 15:31 1 21:41 3.7

7 MO  3:56 0.9 10:09 4 16:25 0.7 22:36 4

8 TU  4:48 0.6 11:00 4.2 17:14 0.5 23:26 4.2

9 WE NM 5:36 0.3 11:47 4.4 18:01 0.3  

10 TH  0:13 4.4 6:22 0.2 12:32 4.5 18:46 0.2

11 FR  0:58 4.4 7:07 0.2 13:17 4.5 19:31 0.2

12 SA  1:43 4.4 7:52 0.2 14:02 4.4 20:16 0.3

13 SU  2:28 4.3 8:38 0.4 14:48 4.2 21:03 0.5

14 MO  3:15 4.1 9:26 0.6 15:37 4 21:52 0.7

15 TU FQ 4:06 3.9 10:19 0.9 16:31 3.8 22:46 1

16 WE  5:05 3.7 11:20 1.1 17:34 3.6 23:48 1.2

17 TH  6:13 3.5 12:29 1.3 18:45 3.5  

18 FR  0:58 1.3 7:26 3.5 13:40 1.3 19:57 3.5

19 SA  2:09 1.3 8:33 3.6 14:45 1.2 21:01 3.5

20 SU  3:11 1.1 9:31 3.7 15:40 1 21:56 3.7

21 MO  4:04 1 10:20 3.9 16:28 0.9 22:43 3.8

22 TU  4:49 0.8 11:03 4 17:11 0.7 23:23 4

23 WE FM 5:29 0.7 11:40 4.1 17:49 0.7  

24 TH  0:00 4 6:06 0.6 12:14 4.1 18:25 0.6

25 FR  0:33 4.1 6:40 0.6 12:46 4.1 18:58 0.6

26 SA  1:04 4 7:13 0.7 13:17 4 19:31 0.7

27 SU  1:36 4 7:45 0.8 13:48 3.9 20:04 0.8

28 MO  2:08 3.9 8:18 0.9 14:22 3.8 20:38 0.9

29 TU  2:44 3.8 8:55 1 15:00 3.7 21:16 1

30 WE  3:24 3.7 9:36 1.2 15:43 3.6 21:59 1.2

31 TH  4:11 3.5 10:25 1.3 16:35 3.4 22:51 1.3

March 
   TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE TIME TIDE

1 TU LQ 1:10 2.9 7:07 1 13:25 2.9 19:29 0.9

2 WE  1:54 2.9 7:55 1 14:09 2.9 20:16 1

3 TH  2:45 2.8 8:48 1.1 14:59 2.8 21:10 1

4 FR  3:43 2.8 9:46 1.1 15:54 2.8 22:10 1

5 SA  4:43 2.8 10:44 1 16:55 2.8 23:11 0.9

6 SU  5:42 2.9 11:42 0.9 17:57 2.9  

7 MO  0:09 0.8 6:38 3.1 12:37 0.8 18:57 3.1

8 TU  1:04 0.6 7:31 3.3 13:30 0.6 19:53 3.2

9 WE NM 1:55 0.5 8:22 3.4 14:22 0.4 20:46 3.4

10 TH  2:45 0.4 9:12 3.6 15:13 0.3 21:37 3.5

11 FR  3:35 0.3 10:02 3.6 16:03 0.2 22:27 3.6

12 SA  4:24 0.3 10:53 3.6 16:53 0.2 23:17 3.6

13 SU  5:15 0.3 11:44 3.6 17:44 0.3  

14 MO  0:08 3.5 6:08 0.4 12:36 3.5 18:35 0.4

15 TU FQ 1:01 3.4 7:03 0.6 13:30 3.3 19:29 0.5

16 WE  1:57 3.3 8:02 0.7 14:26 3.2 20:26 0.7

17 TH  2:56 3.1 9:04 0.8 15:25 3.1 21:27 0.8

18 FR  3:58 3.1 10:07 0.9 16:26 3 22:31 0.9

19 SA  5:00 3 11:08 0.9 17:27 2.9 23:32 0.9

20 SU  5:58 3 12:05 0.9 18:25 3  

21 MO  0:28 0.8 6:51 3.1 12:57 0.9 19:19 3

22 TU  1:17 0.8 7:39 3.1 13:44 0.8 20:07 3.1

23 WE FM 2:01 0.8 8:23 3.1 14:27 0.8 20:51 3.1

24 TH  2:42 0.7 9:05 3.1 15:06 0.7 21:31 3.2

25 FR  3:20 0.7 9:44 3.1 15:44 0.7 22:09 3.2

26 SA  3:58 0.7 10:21 3.1 16:21 0.7 22:46 3.1

27 SU  4:35 0.8 10:58 3.1 16:57 0.7 23:22 3.1

28 MO  5:13 0.8 11:35 3.1 17:34 0.8 23:59 3.1

29 TU  5:53 0.9 12:13 3 18:12 0.8  

30 WE  0:38 3 6:36 0.9 12:54 3 18:54 0.9

31 TH  1:22 2.9 7:23 1 13:38 2.9 19:40 0.9

AM PMAM PM

TIDE TIMES

TIME DIFFERENCES 
REFERENCED FROM AUCKLAND

HIGHS

Gisborne - 1.32

Marsden Point + 0.07

Napier - 1.50

Port Taranaki + 2.24

Tauranga - 0.14

Wellington - 2.28

Whangarei + 0.28

Bluff - 5.37

Dunedin - 3.33

Lyttelton - 2.50

Nelson + 2.21

Timaru - 4.00

Westport + 3.09

LOWS

Gisborne - 1.20

Marsden Point + 0.15

Napier - 1.36

Port Taranaki + 2.38

Tauranga - 0.08

Wellington - 2.13

Whangarei + 0.29

Bluff - 5.23

Dunedin - 2.46

Lyttelton - 2.38

Nelson + 2.23

Timaru - 3.51

Westport + 3.22

MOON PHASES
FQ: First quarter

LQ: Last Quarter

FM: Full moon

NM: New moon

TIDE CHARTS 2016

( 112)kNZFISHINGWORLD.CO.NZ



DIVER SAFETY  
IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY!

 

Always watch out for blue and white dive flags

Slow down to below 5 knots within 200m of a dive flag or the shore. 

Divers can be hard to see, make sure you look out for them!




