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The magazine month may read March, but this is the fi rst 
Fast Car of 2015 (the cover month thing is a publishers’ little 
trick to prolong a magazine’s shelf life and presence – but 
don’t tell anyone I told you!). And what a way to kick off the 
year, with six awesome feature rides! One of which is Willum 
Long’s 260Z, without doubt one of my all-time favourite 
builds. There’s also Paddy’s amazing VIP Aristo, Perry’s 
juiced Civic, Parm’s Mk2 Rallye and Sam’s Corsa C. Not to 
mention the mentalist Frozen chrome M4. So yeah, by that 
reckoning, it’s going to be another amazing 12 months.

I’d also like to take this opportunity to say a sad goodbye 
and a massive thanks to Modest Matt. Regular readers will 
know that Modest has been part of the FC Family for almost 
six years, helping the team build numerous project cars, 
working at the shows and of course adding his own unique 
sense of humour to the magazine! He has well and truly 
become an FC legend. 

He’s promised to keep in touch and said as soon as the 
Caddy is fi nished he’ll be back for a feature! And if you’re 
wondering where he’s gone, read his Project farewell piece 
and you’ll fi nd out… the jammy git! 

Big Love,
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RANDOM SHIZZLE FROM TEAM 
FAST CAR THIS MONTH…

“With Matt leaving us, who the hell is going 
to fi ll up my washer fl uid bottle now?” 

“Hello Matt, can you come back? I’ve got a problem 
with the TT. What do you mean ‘f@&k off’?” 

“Nice Datsun. It’s still not as old as me though! Oh 
and I will miss Matt. Just not in that way, honest.” 

“With Matt gone, does this make me the best 
looking chap on Fast Car? I think so! Sexy me.” 

“I’ve got some news. Are you sitting down? Good. 
You’ll never see my beautiful face here again.” 

Uber-short serial Gumballer and monster 
truck driver, IMIAL Level 2 Mechanic, built 
12 feature cars, fi ve cover cars, fi ve rally 
cars and has a degree in pottery.
james.burr@kelseymedia.co.uk

Twenty-nine years of design experience (he used 
to chisel stuff out of stone), champion archer and 
currently working on The Everett interpretation of 
quantum mechanics.
graham.morecroft@kelseymedia.co.uk

Social media guru, Gumballer, IMIAL Level 
2 Mechanic, fully qualifi ed lifeguard, purveyor 
of super lows and very large feet. Also likes 
cars rather a lot.
glenn.rowswell@kelseymedia.co.uk

Fully qualifi ed Advanced Automotive Engineer, 
a member of the IMI and a Level 4 Master 
Technician who’s worked for Honda, Saab, 
Peugeot and the MOD. 
matthew.duckett@theUAE.com

Fifteen years in publishing including a spell 
as a pap, IMIAL Level 2 Mechanic, 
Poppadom Eating World Championship 
runner up, Race National B Licence holder.
jules.truss@kelseymedia.co.uk
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BMW M4 010
We bet you haven’t even seen an M4 on the street 
yet, and we’ve already got one in the magazine. 
That’s how good we are!

Civic EK 028
We love a Civic at Fast Car and this one’s no 
exception, rocking 3SDM rims and juice. 

VIP Aristo 042
Like that lot from Made In Chelsea, this one’s 
beautiful and posh, darling! But unlike them, 
it has substance too.

Corsa C 066
It’s got an air-tank and is sitting on the fl oor, 
but this cool Corsa isn’t on bags.

Golf Rallye Turbo 078
This awesome Mk2 put the Rally into Rallye,
and then some!

Front End 006
The complete opposite to Arse End. You might 
actually fi nd something of use in here (but don’t 
hold your breath!).

Fast Projects 087
It’s all go in this month’s staff cars. Well, not all go 
as Midge’s TT still isn’t running and Jules’ Golf has 
a break down.

Readers’ Rides 100
Now for the most important cars in the whole 
world… yours!

Arse End 112
Whereas the rest of the magazine is fully 
professional with a good mix of technical features 
and beautiful photography, this bit isn’t.

Next Month 114
Blimey, give us a chance we haven’t even fi nished 
this one yet! 

HOT RIDES

THE KNOWLEDGE

AMPLIFIERS 057
Speakers need power and this power is supplied 
by an amplifi er. For a slightly more in depth 
explanation, turn to page 57.

100

OUT THERE

100% Tuning  020
We head over to Holland for 
something other than a jolly-up 
in Amsterdam! 

contents

Ultimate Stance 072 
The makers of Ultimate Dubs bring 
you Ultimate Stance. Nuff said.
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FRESH GEAR

Magnus Walker Interview 036
We speak to the man with the greatest 
Porsche collection, and beard, in the world!

What the FAQ 064
Ever wondered how brakes work? Wonder no more…

260Z 104
We know it looks like a 240Z, but take our word 
for it, it’s a 260Z. And a bloody good one at that!
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Visit www.sealey.co.uk
OR download the FREE Sealey App today to view 

and download all current promotions and the 
latest catalogue on your Smart Phone or Tablet. 

Alternatively call us on 01284 757500.

Please send me a FREE copy of your latest printed catalogue and promotions.                                                                    Ref: FC/NYS15OUT NOW

• Heavy-duty alloy bevel gear
head with composite body
housing a powerful
2000W motor.

• Spindle lock device for
fast loading/unloading
of discs.

• Model No.
SG2303

• List Price
£99.95

230mm Angle
Grinder 2000W

£89.94 Inc.
VAT

£74.95 Exc.
VAT

SA
VE 25%

• Size/Spread: 75, 100,
150, 200mm.

• Model No. AK79
• List Price £85.95

4pc Triple Leg
Gear Puller Set

SA
VE 36%

£65.94 Inc.
VAT

£54.95 Exc.
VAT

• High performance pistol grip borescope
with 89mm colour TFT screen.

• Record and replay still and video
images on the handset or stream live
video via the USB/AV connection.

• 128Mb Integral memory allows the storage
of up to 80 images or 90sec of video on the
handset - use a Micro SD card
(not included) in the expansion
slot to increase your
storage capacity if required.

• Kit includes a 45° mirror, magnetic
pick-up attachment
and mains charger.

• Model No. VS8221
• List Price £269.95

Ø5.5mm ProScope 2
Digital Borescope

£227.94 Inc.
VAT

£189.95 Exc.
VATSA

VE 30%
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SA
VE 29%

£101.94 Inc. 
VAT

£84.95 Exc. 
VAT

• Min./Max. Saddle 
Height: 150/530mm.

• Model No. 1025HL
• List Price £73.95

2.25tonne High Lift
Trolley Jack with 
Super Rocket Lift

£59.94 Inc. 
VAT

£49.95 Exc. 
VAT

SA
VE 32%

• Model No. 
ES900F

• List Price  
£229.95

Folding 
Engine 
Stand 
900kg 
Capacity

SA
VE 43%

£155.94 Inc. 
VAT

£129.95 Exc. 
VAT

• Air Displacement:  
7.3cfm  
(205ltr/min).

• Maximum Free  
Air Delivery:  
5.1cfm  
(145ltr/min).

• Maximum Pressure:  
145psi/10bar.

• Model No. SAC05020
• List Price £239.95

50ltr Oil Free 
Belt Drive 
Compressor 
2hp

SA
VE 38%

£179.94 Inc. 
VAT

£149.95 Exc. 
VAT

140Amp MiniMIG  
Portable MIG  
Welder

• Model No. 
SUPERMIG140

• List Price  
£319.95 £239.94 Inc. 

VAT

£199.95 Exc. 
VAT

SA
VE 38%

• Model No. AK6959
• List Price £33.95

5pc Palm Ratchet Set  
1/4” & 3/8”Sq Drive

£71.94 Inc. 
VAT

£59.95 Exc. 
VAT

• Ingenious 
vacuum device.

• Ideal for other 
liquids such 
as water and 
soluble oil.

• To remove 
oil from a car 
engine, simply 
push the probe 
down the dipstick 
hole and pump 
the handle on the 
top of the unit.

• Avoids searching 
for drain plug 
keys and getting 
under the vehicle.

• Model No. TP69
• List Price £84.95

6.5ltr Manual Vacuum  
Oil & Fluid Extractor

SA
VE 29%

• Model No. AK694
• List Price £239.95

64pc 3/8” & 1/2”Sq Drive 
Socket Set WallDrive® 
DuoMetric®

SA
VE 42%

£167.94 Inc. 
VAT

£139.95 Exc. 
VAT

• Model No.ER150P
• List Price £39.95

150mm Car 
Polisher 60W

SA
VE 30%

£33.54 Inc. 
VAT

£27.95 Exc. 
VAT

• Sizes: 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19mm.

• Model No. AK5989
• List Price £44.95

10pc 3/8”Sq Drive Crow’s 
Foot Spanner Set - Metric

£29.94 Inc. 
VAT

£24.95 Exc. 
VAT

SA
VE 44%

• Sizes: 3/8”Sq Drive; 6, 7, 8, 
 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,  
16, 17, 18mm, 1/2”Sq  
Drive; 19, 21, 22, 24,  
27, 30, 32mm.

• Model No. AK2697
• List Price £46.95

20pc 3/8” & 1/2”Sq Drive 6pt 
WallDrive® Socket Set - Metric

£26.34 Inc. 
VAT

£21.95 Exc. 
VAT

SA
VE 53%

• Trigger operated continuous  
flow gun with 3-way fill  
and air-bleed valve.

• Accepts 400g grease  
cartridges, bulk or  
manual fill.

• Delivers at a pressure  
from 1200-5000psi.

• Model No. SA401
• List Price £54.95

Air Operated Continuous Flow
Grease Gun - Pistol Type

SA
VE 44%

£22.74 Inc. 
VAT

£18.95 Exc. 
VAT

£41.94 Inc. 
VAT

£34.95 Exc. 
VAT

SA
VE 36%

PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY



Being one of our local car clubs, based in Bristol, Glenda decided to pop
along and see the guys at Sweetshop Automotive at one of their famous
meets. He found a bunch of cool cars and as always the Sweetshop guys
were more than welcoming. Roll the pics…

Sweetshop
Automotive

p
Meet Of The Month Sweetshop Automotive

Website: www.sweetshopautomotive.co.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SweetshopAutomotive
For: All car enthusiasts
Founded: 2010
Rule: Don’t hate, appreciate
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eBay is a godsend for buying parts, or 
other stuff for that matter. I mean is there 
anything that isn’t available on the 
auction site? I bought a spare part for my 
mum’s tumble dryer the other day – and 
that thing is older than Bruce Forsyth.

But when you want to sell something… 
Well, that’s when everyone who contacts 
you thinks it’s their god-given right to 
become the world’s most ignorant bellend. 
It’s as if they choose to ignore specifi c 
descriptions in the listing. “Cash only” 
obviously means, “Can I pay you with 
stamps?” And “part exchange” obviously 
translates as, “Do you wanna swap it for 
my Dacia Sandero?” 

These people seem to be at their worst 
when ‘buying’ a car, when it apparently 
becomes totally acceptable for them to 
send offers that aren’t even half the car’s 
value. “Hello mate, would you take £450, 
TODAY, for your one-owner Audi R8?” Erm 
NO! I wouldn’t take £450 for one of its 
fucking wheels, but thanks for the oh-so 
generous offer! 

If you’re one of these bellends, please 
take yourself off to a dark room and have 
a serious word with yourself!

The Angry Man

“COLLECTION ONLY
AS TOO BULKY TO 

POST! HI MATE, CAN 
YOU GIVE ME A QUOTE 

FOR SENDING THE 
ITEM TO UZBEKISTAN? 

NO MATE, BUT CAN 
I GIVE YOU A SLAP IN 

THE MOUTH?”

Disclaimer: The opinions 
expressed herein are not 
necessarily those of Fast 
Car or the publisher. So 
fuck you ;-)

SHOW US YOURS… 
Fancy showing off your car club on this very page? 
Simply submit your Meet Of The Month by opening a 
fresh email, putting ‘MOTM’ in the subject line and 
sending 10 pics (larger than 1MB, with no ghosting or 
logos, and you must have the photographer’s permission) 
along with a short piece about your club and the meet 
pictured. Pop the whole lot over to jules.truss@
kelseymedia.co.uk and we’ll do the rest. Proper job.
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We know you’re busy enjoying this
month’s magazine, but we’re so excited
about this scoop that we thought we’d
give you a sneak peak. What you’re
looking at below is the Ringbrothers
1966 Chevelle, put together for SEMA’s
famous Battle Of The Builders comp.

The full story behind the 980bhp
machine is out on Friday 6 February!

NEXT MONTH

It’s been a while since we’ve put a big-
engined German machine in here. But with
petrol prices tumbling due to a supermarket-
price war (carry on fighting guys!), we think
it’s a good time to think about buying one!

Now, when you think of luxury German
saloons your mind immediately turns to Audi
A8s, BMW 7 Series and the Mercedes S Class,
but there’s another VIP cruiser that shouldn’t
be overlooked. And that’s VW’s Phaeton.

VW launched the Phaeton in 2002 to take
on the aforementioned luxury saloons. The
‘base’ model came with a 3.2-litre VR6 and a
sub 100,000-miler with FSH can now be bought
for as little as £3,500. It’ll be packed with all the
goodies too, such as electronic boot closure.
VW also launched a petrol 3.6-litre VR6,

4.2-litre V8 and the monstrous 444bhp, 6-litre
W12 versions, too – although if you can find
a W12 for sale you’re a better man than me.

There are also 3-litre and 5-litre TDi models
to consider and again prices are ridiculously
reasonable. But expect higher mileages on
these compared to their petrol cousins. It’s
also worth noting that a remapped 3-litre is
a much better bet than its 5-litre big brother!

As for modifying them? Well, there really
is only one way to go and that’s VIP style,
especially as Phaetons are equipped with
air-suspension as standard (which can be
lowered by either using a lowering module
or, much cheaper, lowering links to trick the
original system into slamming the car). Go
buy one and then thank me after.

APPRECIATING DEPRECIATION

VW PHAETON NEW £55-80K
NOW £3,500

THE CHASE 3000
I’m a massive fan of The Chase, where 
contestants take on The Dark Destroyer, 
The Beast, The Governess and The 
Sinnerman. But I’m an even bigger fan 
of The Chase 3000, a new bread of 
European road rally. 

This year’s event is taking place 
between 5-11 September and is set 
to hit up 10 European destinations, 
including Amsterdam, Frankfurt, Prague, 
Bratislava and Croatia. The plan is 
to drive the best roads in Europe 
throughout the day, then hit the best 
parties in Europe by night. And what 
doesn’t sound awesome about that?

The price for this petrol head holiday 
is £954 per person and there’s a 
minimum of two people per team. The 
price includes all hotel accommodation, 
in four-star luxury, Channel crossing, 
entry to all the parties, full sticker pack, 
and a goodie bag! 

Not bad considering a decent holiday 
would cost you that anyway.

For more information hit up www.TheChase3000.
com or send an email to
info@thechase3000.com!
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een in the flesh 

BMW M4
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and it’s kind of tainted 
things for the stock model. 
Something tells me I’m never 
gonna see another one that’s 
quite this awesome. 

This car, it has to be said, 
is absolutely bonkers. It’s 
almost Scary! It’s the kind of 
motor you’d want to be sitting 
in when the zombie 
apocalypse kicks off. Easily 
one of our top 10 craziest 
cover cars of the last decade. 
Pretty ironic then that it’s 
probably one of the simplest 
motors we’ve ever had in FC.

On paper, there’s not a lot 
to it. Built specifi cally for SEMA 
by the guys at Impressive Wrap 
in El Monte, California, there’s 
a Liberty Walk kit, KW 

coilovers, Meistershaft exhaust, 
obviously their trademark 
Frozen Chrome vinyl, and one 
frickin’ huge set of Savani 
hoops. And that’s about it. 

Mind you, it’s worth saying 
that it doesn’t really need much 
more. It’s a brand new M4 with 
all the trimmings and 425 
raging horses after all. That’s 
not too shabby right out of the 
box. Besides, they didn’t 
actually pick up the factory-
fresh base car until 10 days 
before the show – Impressive 
by name, impressive by nature. 

Of course, they haven’t 
exactly skimped on the money 
side. There might be very few 
tweaks but everything is as 
suitably high end as you’d 

Love it or hate it, that 
vinyl is impressive

“This car, it has to be said, 
is absolutely bonkers ”



BMW M4

MA TIK
I USED TO HAVE A WASHING 
MACHINE CALLED MATIC, 
LIFT-O-MATIC.

“Well it’s no relation pal. 
Did it do vinyl wraps?”

NAH, JUST LEATHER PANTS 
AND THONGS MAINLY.  

“That’s just wrong!”
YOU DID ASK MATE.

Defi ning Car Culture     013

We’re not sure what’s more 
impressive: that God dood apparently 

creating the world in seven days or 
Impressive Wrap building this in 10!



Hot Rides
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expect. It’s as suitably 
expensive too. We’re talking 
mucho cash, around 19 grand 
in the Queen’s money, and 
that’s without the car. Then 
again, when you’re running a 
brand new 60-grand Beemer, 
you don’t really get on eBay 
and start haggling over a 
couple of quid with some bloke 
in China. Not when you’ve only 
got a couple of weeks to storm 
the world biggest car show. 
And storm it they did.

The M4 was conceived 
to get maximum attention 
– and suffi ce to say it certainly 
worked. There was more than 
a couple of zombifi ed punters 
standing there dazed, with 
jaws on the fl oor, dribbling 
away, asking how? And more 
importantly why?

The key to this car is 
probably its craziness rather 
than its simplicity. I mean, I’m 
guessing when you strolled 
into WHSmith this morning you 
didn’t stop at FC on the shelf 
and think “Wow that BMW 
is pretty simple”. No, simplicity 
in our scene normally means 
a super-smooth style derived 
from Euro motors. Some little 
wide wheels, maybe a touch 
of air-ride. This car is nothing 
like that.  

Instead, every mod is 
designed to provoke and 
shock in an almost sacrilegious 
way. Think about it. Who in 
their right mind would take a 
brand new BMW lovingly 
crafted by the Bavarian 
M-Sport division and, after less 
than a day of ownership, slap The M4 cabin wants for 

nothing but a driver

“Every mod is designed 
to provoke and shock in an 

almost sacrilegious way”



BMW M4

Defi ning Car Culture     015

These aren’t seats, 
they’re thrones!

Parking isn’t a 
problem in Vegas

A subtle wheel choice 
for a subtle car



TECHSPEC
BMW M4
STYLING
Liberty Walk wide bodykit; 
fully wrapped in Frozen 
Chrome vinyl; Aeroflow 
custom side skirt add-ons. 
CHASSIS
KW V2 coilover suspension 
set-up; 12.5x20in ET-25 
rear and 10x20in ET+3 
front Savini forged wheels; 
295/30x20 rear and 
255/30x20 front Toyo Tyres; 
M Performance brakes. 
TUNING
Meisterschaft exhaust; 
stock S55B30 3.0L twin 
turbo 440bhp.
THANKS
Liberty Walk; LTMW; Savini 
Wheels; Meisterschaft; Toyo 
Tires; Xsthetic Motorsports; 
Impressive Wrap; Prestige 
Marketing; KW Suspension.

Hot Rides
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on some 12.5x20-inch forged 
rims and start cutting it up to fit 
one of the maddest Japanese 
bodykits of this millennium? 
There were quite a few people 
in Las Vegas asking the very 
same question.

But Ma Tik, head honcho at 
Impressive Wrap, wasn’t afraid. 
He knew exactly what he was 
doing, even when people were 
literally begging him to calm 
down and step away from his 
brand new motor. That you just 
have to respect.

So how was it done in such 
a short time? Well, as soon as 
the car was picked up it was 
dropped at LTMotorWerks in 
California for the insane kit. 

Then it was just a case of 
bolting on the coilovers, 
exhaust and wheels and letting 
the Impressive Wrap team hit it 
hard to get that insane vinyl laid 
down absolutely perfectly 
– that’s why they built it after 
all. In fact, what they did for the 
other seven days is a bit of a 
mystery – what happens in 
Vegas, stays in Vegas and all 
that (sarcasm is the lowest 
form of wit you know – Jules). 

One thing’s for sure. We’ll 
be seeing more from Mr Tik, 
Impressive Wrap and this twin 
turbo rocketship. We can’t wait 
to see how he makes it just  
as shocking next time around. 
We just know he will.  



WANT A QUALITY DAILY DRIVER PAD?
Try the new Ul�max 2 premium replacement pad.
✓ The world’s first and only true ECO friendly pad
✓ Great brake feel for everyday driving and
✓ A new lower price point

THREE SPORT DISC CHOICES
GD series slo�ed and dimpled (black)
for fast street, USR fine slo�ed (black)
or new high carbon BSD series BLADE
discs (silver) for fastest street and
track day use. For daily driver cars the
EBC premium OE replacement discs
are a great choice with a superb price
point and great value for money.

BRAKE PADS  Choose from grippy Greenstuff for spirited use on lighter hot hatches,
Redstuff for fast street on medium weight cars, Yellowstuff for all out grip and track use on
lighter cars or Bluestuff for the ul�mate street and trackday pad that has set the Impreza
and EVO community buzzing. Latest compound is the Orangestuff full race grade pads.

BOOK NOW OR CALL
*Tickets are per person and advance price (shown) is available until 13/03/15, booking fees apply. See website for full terms and conditions.

Santa Pod Raceway, Airfield Road, Podington, Wellingborough, Northants, NN29 7XA. Signposted from J14/15 M1.

ND //

THE FIRST

ANDBEST
CARSHOWOFTHEYEAR

INCLUDING RUNWHAT YA BRUNG AUTOGLYM SHOW & SHINE LIVE ACTION STUNT DISPLAYS
FWD & JAP DRAG SERIES’ LIVE MUSIC DRIFT RIDES N20 NIGHTCLUB with RAMSHACKLE

SATURDAY NIGHT JET CAR CLUB DISPLAYS MISS FAST SHOW COMPETITION
TICKETS FROM JUST £18pp*
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WE JUMP IN THE CAR, SET THE SAT NAV TO ROTTERDAM, 
AND HIT ONE OF THE BEST SHOWS OF 2014. AHOY THERE!

WORDS AND PHOTOS JON DAVIES

The world’s best 
Bolf? Possibly

We are yet to see a RWB Porsche 
we wouldn’t sell our nans for…

Tuning
Rotterdam100%

At 4am most people were sleeping. But 
friend and passenger Harry Stuart and 
I were preparing to leave Guildford to 
meet up with what promised to be an epic 
convoy all the way from England to 
Rotterdam for the 100% Tuning show. 

However, 26 miles from Dover, whilst 
pushing to catch the 7am ferry, disaster 
struck. We suffered a blow out on the 
motorway in Aaron Harrison’s hydro-
equipped Volvo C30. Fortunately there 
wasn’t any damage to the car or its RH 
ZW1 wheels. Eventually we were rescued 
and taken to Tyreweb in Ashford, Kent. 

These guys saved our weekend by 
getting us back on the road pronto and 
without any fuss.

As it turned out, we weren’t the only 
ones with tyre issues. Jay Golinsky’s 
Peugeot 207 (ex FC cover) also suffered 
a blow out. So we met up and had our 
own mini-convoy to Rotterdam. 

When we arrived at the show, the 
sheer size of it was apparent before we’d 
even had a chance to step out of the car 
and see the huge amount of class cars on 
display. Spread over four, very big halls in 
the Ahoy Convention Centre, each and 
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Marmite SEAT is Marmite
(I don’t mind it – Midge)

We’re loving the colour 
combo of this Mk6

Wowza!

Full feature coming soon on 
Harm van Hecke’s stunning RX8

This looks familiar…
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Penguine Speed Shop’s 
Fleetline is subtle 

Our C30 coach for the trip 
(complete with new tyres)

every car that was parked up deserved 
their spot. From big bodykits and lairy 
paintjobs, to smooth and stanced, to 
incredible airbrushed lowriders – there 
was literally something for everyone!

Hall one was the biggest, boasting a 
huge Monster Energy stand and a 
Meguiar’s truck. There was also a live 
car-wrapping competition, and the 
majority of the UK car contingent made 
up the rest of the hall, as well as the Rev 
Works stand that played host to some 
very special RWB Porsche 964s. 

Hall number two consisted of more 
show cars, but the main attraction was 

the audio area. There was an abundance 
of audio trade stands all keen to show-off 
their best products and sponsor cars. For 
us, one of the standout rides in this 
section was the gargantuan-sized (and 
we mean gargantuan) Pioneer Ford F-650 
truck, complete with DJ booth.

Walk through to hall three (where the 
Volvo was stationed) and you were 
greeted by even more trade stands, but it 
also housed the lowrider display. We got 
to see these incredible machines do what 
they do best in the live action arena, too. 
Personal favourites included the UK-built 
T-Bucket, owned by Tim Goulbourne and 
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… told ya!
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Low Dreams, high standards!

This has a gorgeous engine…

We’d bet our right bollock that the paint 
bill alone came to more than 5k
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Davinder Plaha’s blown 
Civic still looks fresh

the stunning yellow Chevrolet Fleetline 
owned and built by John Wilcox of the 
Penguin Speed Shop (both of which also 
took home a prestigious Top 30 award). 

The fi nal hall had a variety of 
motorsport vehicles from Time Attack 
Subarus to dragsters, rally and drift cars. 
It was great for the public to get up close 
and personal with these vehicles and 
see the amount of work that goes into 
building a top-spec racer. There was also 
an indoor go-karting loop for the public 
to test their skills.

Moving outside was the Auto Week 
and Falken live drift area. With some of 
the best Dutch drivers performing some 
amazing skids, it was an impressive sight 
and added that extra live excitement that 
is missing from so many shows in the UK.

The fi nal highlight of the weekend was 
the trophy ceremony with 30 Best of 
Show awards on offer for the 230-plus 

Sam’s Scooby now runs air



100
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We love Lewis Hart’s A3!

Check the gold tailpipes 
(posh git –Midge)

Kat’s Golf with new boots

Sam’s Astra has had a refresh
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Out There
cars that attended. We can’t imagine how 
difficult this would have been to judge. 
Within the Top 30, there were 14 UK cars 
that took home trophies. And one even 
went to Aaron’s Volvo that we took to the 
show. This definitely made up for the tyre 
issues we had on the Friday! 

100% Tuning was an amazing event. It’s 
certainly one of the biggest indoor shows 
we’ve ever attended, and is definitely a 
show that needs to be experienced due 
to the variety of things to do and the 
sheer quality of the cars there. Roll on 
2015 – we’re definitely planning on a 
return visit!

SPECIAL THANKS… 
Aaron Harrison for allowing Harry Stuart and I to 
take the LOLvo to Rotterdam on his behalf. Paul 
Watson and the staff at Tyreweb (particularly Ian 
Parker) who worked practically all day getting 
the tyres sorted for the car. Simon Miskelly, Harry 
Veth and all the team of 100% Tuning for the 
invitation to the show and their fantastic 
organising. See you next year!



CAR MODEL OWNER

MAZDA RX-8 Harm van Hecke

CHEVROLET IMPALA Joey Kooy

VW LUPO Harry Boness

SUBARU IMPREZA STI Brandon Camp

VOLVO C30 Aaron Harrison

HONDA CIVIC Ben Parker

NISSAN 350Z Sacha Santioni

ARTEGA GT Inguscio

FORD FOCUS CC Dennis Warbout

PEUGEOT 206 Ian Maple

BMW E90 3 SERIES Wesley Plowy 

TOYOTA GT86 Steven Geschwindt

CHEVROLET FLEETLINE John Wilcox

FORD T-BUCKET Tim Goulbourne

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MK.5 Edouard Lieblang

OPEL CORSA B Marcel Stotz

BMW E82 1 SERIES COUPE Simon Kroner

VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE Veronique Jacobin

SUBARU IMPREZA Samantha Housden

AUDI RS4 Jamie Jackson

FORD 1937 ROADSTER Iain Bowles

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MK.4 Danny Mourik

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF CABRIO MK.1 Dave Wierts

MITSUBISHI EVO 9 Aaron Palmer

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF MK.1 Mitchel van de Wal

AUDI S3 Matt Vanstone

NISSAN 350Z Amy Slade

MITSUBISHI EVO 9 Jon Livermore

OPEL ASTRA GTC Glenn Roef

SEAT LEON 1P Toby Permentier

TOP 30 WINNERS (in no particular order)

http://www.rarerims.co.uk
mailto:sales@rarerims.co.uk
http://rarerims.co.uk
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NOT WILLING TO MAKE ANY COMPROMISES, PERRY GEMMELL HAS 
DRASTICALLY IMPROVED EVERY SINGLE ASPECT OF HIS CIVIC TO ENSURE 

HIS CAR IS THE BEST ALL-ROUNDER YOU’LL EVER SEE!
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The Honda Civic has proved itself to be  
a very versatile little car over the years. 
Highly boosted trackday versions have 
been seen effortlessly lapping Ferraris  
and hot BMWs out on circuit, while 
aggressively stanced examples have been 
known to dominate show events on 
countless occasions. But what happens 
when you want your Honda to excel in 
every possible situation? 

Young Perry Gemmell here has found out 
with his one-off EK model. Picking up the 
car with the unique grey paint job already 
gracing its fine lines, Perry knew that looks 
were always going to be a very important 
part of the his car. But which direction was 
he going to take the styling? 

“I’ve always been attracted to stanced 
cars,” he tells us. “That lip-to-arch fitment 
just does so much for the look of any car!” 

With this in mind, it was time to buy 
perhaps the most important modification 
you can buy – the wheels. 

A friend happened to be selling a set  
of 3SDM 0.05s, a favourite on the show 
scene recently. But after just buying the 
Civic, Perry was struggling for funds.  
Then he had a brainwave. He swapped 
the gorgeous wheels for his old VW Polo. 
A fair trade, we think!

Honda Civic EK



Flocking
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With rims in the bag, Perry could now 
go about getting the car sitting just how 
he wanted. Luckily, it had been treated to 
a brand new set of Rayvern hydros just 
weeks before the previous owner sold up. 
So adjusting the car to swallow up the 
new rims was easier than he fi rst thought. 
This trick suspension setup also allowed 
him the option to use his car at a more 
sensible ride height when performing daily 
duties. “I can go low at the shows on 
weekends, but the car is actually drivable 
when I need it to be in the week!” says the 
young accountancy student.

It was clear that Perry had the makings 
of a show-stopper on his hands by this 
stage. There was just one thing letting him 
down – the way the car went. 

Not content with cruising to shows with 
the boggo engine and embarrassing auto 
’box, him and his family took it upon 
themselves to add a little VTEC into the 
car’s life, in the form of a B16 motor and 
a proper, manual gearbox. 

“Although my dad, brother and I were 
the main people carrying out the 
conversion, sometimes it felt like the whole 
of North London was helping us, due to 
the amount of car enthusiasts who 
wanted to get involved!” Perry says, 
remembering how the modifi ed car 
community pulled together. Apart from a 
few inevitable wiring nightmares, it was a 
fairly quick and straightforward process. 

With a whole lot more power now on 
tap, Perry had concerns about how the 

Perry has nailed the stance 
on full drop. Pure sex

“It was clear that Perry had 
the makings of a show-stopper 
on his hands”



Honda Civic EK
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Buddyclub exhaust looks 
(and sounds) awesome



Hot Rides
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hydraulic suspension would handle if he 
decided to give it the beans. “I’ve had 
coilovers on all my previous cars, but 
surprisingly the hydraulics are just as 
great! It’s the wheel and tyres that stop me 
fl ooring it everywhere.” Perry explains his 
reasoning behind not buying a season 
ticket to his local racetrack. A small price 
to pay for the way this thing looks, we 
think you’ll agree!

Look inside most show cars nowadays, 
and you’re likely to fi nd a fully stripped 
interior with some very complicated 
scaffolding in the back acting as a 

rollcage. Perry had some altogether 
different ideas when it came to the interior 
of his daily driver, however. Wanting a 
pleasant environment for him and his 
mates to perch when cruising, he decided 
to opt for a full-on OEM+ feel, to add a bit 
of luxury to the top-spec car. Some Civic 
leather seats are a very clever, affordable 
touch that you don’t see very often. Mixed 
in is a sportier EK4 dash and plastics, 
and a nice beefy sound system installed 
as the fi nishing touch. 

Thinking outside the box with clever 
enhancements all over the car has allowed OE Civic leathers are comfy

Do you even lift, bro?

“A full-on OEM+ feel to 
add a bit of luxury to the 

top-spec car”
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The 280 Momo Team will 
never go out of fashion

Santa Pod 
We’d like to give a big wet kiss to the guys and girls at 
Northamptonshire’s Santa Pod Raceway, for letting us shoot 
Perry’s Civic on their famous grounds.

Drag racing is the place to settle scores and end arguments 
over who has the most power and who has the sharpest 
reactions. When the lights drop, it’s just you, your car, the clock 
and a quarter mile of tarmac.

If you’re interested in getting involved in a Run What Ya 
Brung, Santa Pod is the number one venue in the country.

For this coming year’s track days visit www.rwyb.co.uk. At £25 
for unlimited runs it’s the cheapest motorsport around.

PERRY GEMMELL
NICE CAR FELLA! WHAT BITS 
ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF 
IN PARTICULAR?

“I completely changed the 
front end with the face-lifted 
version, including bumper, 
wings, bonnet, lights, grille 
and splitter! Then re-sprayed 
it to match the rest of the car.”

WE WON’T EVEN ASK HOW 
DIFFICULT THAT WAS! WE 
GUESS YOU’RE PRETTY HAPPY 
WITH THE RESULTS THEN 
YOUNG PERRY?  

“Yeah! I like the clean, simple 
look, rather than full-on 
bonkers bodykits!”

AMEN TO THAT MATE. WE 
HEAR THERE ARE SOME 
MORE BIG PLANS IN THE 
PIPELINE THOUGH?

“Indeed! You’ll have to wait 
and see…”

WE CAN’T WAIT!

http://www.rwyb.co.uk


TECHSPEC
HONDA CIVIC EK
STYLING
Full respray in a custom 
blend of Porsche Classic 
grey and Fiat Abarth grey; 
face-lifted front end; EK4 
front lip; EK9 grille; EK9 rear 
lip; carbon fi bre Spoon rear 
spoiler; deleted rear wiper, 
deleted badges; smoothed 
front bumper; deleted 
windscreen washers; 
Bolts-Bolts JDM rear light 
conversion; Bolts-Bolts 
USDM amber light 
conversion; USDM daylight 
running side repeaters; 
rolled and sealed arches. 
CHASSIS
3SDM 0.05 9x16in alloy 
wheels; Bolts-Bolts Crown 
valve caps; full Rayvern 
Hydraulics suspension 
setup; Buddyclub adjustable 
front camber arms; Skunk2 
adjustable rear camber 
arms; Blackworks Racing 
subframe brace; 
Blackworks Racing lower 
control arms; EK VTi 
262mm front callipers; 
discs and pads; HEL 
brake lines. 
INTERIOR
OEM grey leather seats; 
EK4 black dash; plastics 
and carpet; 5-panel 
rear-view mirror; Skunk2 
gearknob; Momo Team 
280 steering wheel.
AUDIO
Kenwood bluetooth DAB 
headunit; 12in Kicker 
Solo-Baric subwoofer; 
JBL 1000w amp; JBL 800w 
amp; JL component 
speakers and 6x9s.
TUNING
B16A2 VTEC engine with 
manual gearbox; 
colour-coded rocker cover; 
Superchip OBD1 ECU; 
custom OBD2-OBD1 engine 
loom; AEM V1 air intake 
system; Buddyclub Spec 2 
exhaust with upswept tip; 
Honda S2000 polished 
clutch master cylinder; 
Bolts-Bolts fuel fi lter tuck 
kit; Bolts-Bolts washer bolts 
and nuts; Buddyclub short 
throw shifter; Bolts-Bolts 
power steering delete; fuse 
box re-located under dash; 
Montana Purple engine bay.
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Perry to stand out in even the toughest of 
company. “I was once in Central London 
parked opposite a Brabus 6x6 SUV, and it 
seemed to be my Civic getting all the 
attention,” a proud Perry recalls. “I had 
people asking me if they could fi lm it, the 
hydraulics and the crazy angles the car 
can sit at confuse a lot of people!” 

Perry is now the proud owner of a very 
original car. But it’s not over yet, as there 
are plans to get even more special wheels, 
along with talks of a turbocharger mixed in 
somewhere along the line... You better 
keep a close eye on this one at this year’s 
shows. It’s only gonna get better!

Face-lifted front end and EK9 
grille freshen things up

Blackworks Racing lower control arms and 
subframe brace look insane on full-lift
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Walker
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FOR MOST PETROL HEADS, THE JOURNEY TO OWNING YOUR ULTIMATE 
CAR CAN BE AN EXPENSIVE, TIME-CONSUMING AND OFTEN FRUSTRATING 
ROUTE. FOR MAGNUS WALKER IT’S SIMPLY A WAY OF LIFE…

Magnus Walker isn’t your typical-looking 
idol. With dreadlocked hair, oil-stained 
clothes and a Northern England-meets-
American accent, the Sheffield-born petrol 
head wouldn’t look out of place asking you 
for a quid outside the local bus stop.

But as we were taught from an early age, 
you should never judge a book by its cover. 
Indeed, underneath his hardened exterior 
is a man with one of, if not the, greatest 
early Porsche collections in the world  
– and an attitude to life nothing short  
of inspirational. 

Situated in Downtown Los Angeles in the 
now desirable Arts District, Magnus and  
his wife Karen are proud to call this 26,000 
square-foot warehouse home. The walls  
are decorated in Porsche memorabilia, the 
garage houses enough spares to build 
several Porsche models from the ground up 

and then there’s the showroom. Magnus set 
out to collect one of every Porsche 911 model 
built between 1964 and 1972 – the first 
‘proper’ generation. It’s safe to say he 
succeeded. But how exactly does a man 
from Sheffield end up with the Porsche 
mecca pictured here?

After moving to America in the late 80s 
Magnus found himself renting a spot on  
the boardwalk for a mere $10 a day. During 
this time Magnus was buying old Levis 
jeans, patching them up, adding his own 
unique touches and then selling them on  
to make money. A good way to scrape the 
cash together for the uber-creative 
Sheffield boy who was now surrounded  
by creative types in LA. 

Fast forward a few years and Magnus 
– now joined with wife Karen – had 
established a successful clothing line  

that led them to expand into the huge 
warehouse here. At the time their friends 
thought they were mad living here (it was 
far from being a safe or desirable location). 
But in 2015 it’s now one of the trendiest 
areas in a very trendy city.

With the clothing line ticking over, a film 
company wanted to use their premises for 
filming a commercial and they approached 
Magnus and Karen. The pair agreed and 22 
hours of stressful filming later, Magnus and 
Karen swore they’d never do it again! But 
after being paid the penny dropped, and 
soon enough there were multiple film 
companies paying to use the super-cool 
warehouse. A new film location business 
was established, the perfect means of 
funding their (cough, his) Porsche 
obsession. And the rest, as the Hollywood 
types like to say, is history!



The IG Interview
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In the past few years Magnus fever 
has definitely blown up, thanks to the 
success of the Urban Outlaw 
documentary. One of his most iconic 
models featured was Porsche 277, a 71T 
911 made famous by its unique exterior 
and signature modifications, including 
the 52 Outlaw Wheel, a design 
collaboration between Magnus and 
Fifteen52 (also based in LA).

Often seen screaming along the 6th 
Street bridge, Porsche 277 has been 
developed over the past 14-15 years  

to create the ultimate road-legal, 
race-ready 911. “Once you get involved 
with track driving, you start developing 
the car – stiffer suspension, better 
brake set-up, stickier rubber and  
this was the beginning of me making 
this 71T a more aggressive track  
car,” says Magnus.

With a 2.4S, twin-plug, six-cylinder 
boxer motor in the back, 277 is the 
epitome of Magnus – super-cool, 
super-fast and a little rough around  
the edges!

Urban Outlaw: Porsche 277



Magnus Walker
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Nicknamed the Widow Maker, it’s safe  
to say the Porsche 930 Turbo is a 
complete animal. This was the first turbo 
911 built by Porsche, and its rear-engine, 
rear-wheel-drive configuration 
combined with a big, laggy turbo made 
them a proper handful for yuppies  
who soon found themselves going 
backwards into a ditch.

Magnus currently has five 930 Turbos. 
Finding a good one is difficult in 2014, but 

Magnus also happens to own the first 
ever 911 Turbo to be registered in the 
USA – a car Magnus bought and 
shipped over from Australia of all places!

But don’t think this is some pristine 
collector car that’s never going to be 
used. With a cracked indicator light and 
stone chips littering the front, it’s safe  
to say Magnus continues to use the 930 
Turbo exactly as it was designed for 
back in the 70s. 

Turbo Fever
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Magnus Walker interview
Where did your passion for Porsche 
begin Magnus?

MW) I tell this story a lot. I was at the 
Earls Court Motor Show in 1977 and I was 
10 years old when I saw a 911 Turbo in 
Martini Racing Colours. This was the 
supercar of the 70s and where I fell in 
love with the shape of the 911.

What is it exactly about the 911 that 
excites you so much?

MW) I always talk about the five senses: 
sight, sound, touch, taste and smell.  
The 911 ticks all these boxes for me. 
Obviously when I talk about taste, it’s 
figuratively speaking. I’ve had many 
other cars, but the thing that makes 
Porsche special is the way that they 
drive. The 911 experience is stimulating 
and exciting when you’re behind the 
wheel. And when you’re not, the cars are 
pretty to look at.

So it’s about the driving?

MW) Absolutely. It got pretty serious in 
the early 2000s. I was doing maybe 50 or 
more track days a year with the 
Porsche Owners Club and car 277 got a 
lot of miles put on it. I would always drive 
to the track, thrash around for hours 
and then drive home. For me it’s all 
about getting out and driving these 
cars. That’s what they were built to do 
after all.

And is it only about old-school Porsche?

MW) No. Weirdly enough over the past 
year or so I’ve been driving a lot of new 
Porsche models. The new 911 Turbo, for 
example, offers explosive power and is 
very exciting to drive. Truth be told, I’m a 
driver at heart. So new or old, if a car 
really gets the blood pumping then 
that’s what it’s all about.



http://adrianflux.co.uk
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AristocracyAristocracy
Japanese
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PADDY FINNEGAN’S TOYOTA ARISTO CARES NOT FOR HOT HATCH 
HOOLIGANISM – IT’S A 90S JAPANESE POWERHOUSE OF THE FINEST 

ORDER, ROLLING VIP STYLE
Japanese modifiers have 
lapped them up and made 
good. And it’s those Japanese 
VIP-style mods that got Paddy 
Finnegan lusting after an Aristo 
himself. This modded Jap 
export was just the ticket.

“Inspiration and love for the 
car came for me about 10 
years ago,” says Paddy.  
“A friend had imported a 

JZS147 Aristo – the older 
shape to mine that’s equally as 
cool. And I love big four-door 
saloons. The bigger and more 
spotless they are, the better!”

Luckily someone had 
already imported the car to 
Ireland, and it was a high-spec 
Vertex model with the most 
desirable 2JX-GTE engine 
option, as found in the Supra. 

Chances are you’ve not seen 
many Toyota Aristos in person. 
In Gran Turismo maybe, or if it’s 
a later Lexus GS300, but these 
luxury saloons are a pretty rare 
sight outside of Japan. The 
twin-turbo straight-six 
semi-automatic executive 
cruisers never really took off 
over here, would you believe it. 
But back home, crowds of 

Toyota Aristo JZS161
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The coveted engine features 
sequential CT20 turbos, a 
side-mounted intercooler, 
variable valve timing and even 
has oil nozzles to cool the six 
pistons to prevent total 
meltdown. In a typically formal 
act of wisdom, the Japanese 
big wigs of the time came to a 
gentlemen’s agreement on 
power output, so this motor 
was restricted to just 276bhp 
and 333lb/ft torque. 

There is, however, massive 
scope for improvement and 
Paddy has big things in mind 
for 2015. So here’s the idea: 
cruise along in sublime 
comfort, and when the mood 
strikes, plant your foot into the 
deep-pile carpet for a relentless 

surge of torque. If the guy in his 
5 Series hasn’t seen an Aristo 
before, he’ll be in for a right 
treat as it leaves him standing.   

“When I picked it up a 
couple of years ago the 
previous owner had already 
started with some Japanese-
inspired modifications,” says 
Paddy. “He’d fitted the Kazama 
bodykit, Tom’s exhaust system 
and had the arches modified to 
clear the rims.” Paddy took 
one look at the luxury-styled 
beast and knew it was the one 
for him, after 10 very long years 
of dreaming.

Then, like you do, he 
thought of a host of new mods 
for his ride to turn up the 
volume. “Cleanliness and 



Toyota Aristo JZS161
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VIP-style rides need deep 
dish rims like fi sh need water

“Plant your foot into the deep-pile 
carpet for a relentless surge of torque”
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attention to detail is everything 
with this car, so I set about 
cleaning it up to my high 
standards,” Paddy says.

Cleaning it up, as in a full 
respray, that is, along with a 
refurb of those deep, wide 
rims. Then it was onto the ride 
height. The Aristo was already 
looking sweet, lowered on BC 
coilovers all round, but to make 
a real impact Paddy went with 
air bags. John at Peden 
Conceptz was enlisted to fi t 
a full system, which includes 
an air-ride four-way 
competition setup with Air 
Performance V2 management 
system with twin compressors. 
Now he can drop the sump to 
the fl oor at shows yet still make 
it over speed bumps in one 

piece, as it’s fully adjustable 
from the cabin.

From there, it’s just been 
a case of detailing like there’s 
no tomorrow. That black 
paintwork is notoriously 
revealing of any marks and 
swirls, not that it concerns 
Paddy. “I wouldn’t trust myself 
to work on the car, not to even 
wash it!” he says. “My mate 
Jonathan is a brilliant detailer 
though, so every time the 
car even moves he gives it the 
full treatment.” 

Apparently Jonathan is 
round at Paddy’s to give the 
Aristo some snow foam and 
wash mitt action at least once 
a week. He even travels to 
the shows, like a detailing 
VIP no doubt, to keep the 

I bet this thing can twerk
with the best of them

Supra power as standard

Twin compressors (below) and 
Air Lift V2 management (right)
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When photography and car culture 
collide, automotive art is produced

“Now he can drop the sump 
to the fl oor at shows yet still 

make it over speed bumps”

PADDY FINNEGAN
HAVE YOU DONE ANYTHING 
LIKE THIS BEFORE?

“When I was over in Australia 
I had a Holden Commodore SS 
with a 5-litre V8. But before 
that in Ireland I had a very 
heavily modded Nissan S14. 
It’s mostly been Japanese 
cars – an R32, R33, a few S14 
Silvias, an AE86 Corolla…”

SO YOU LIKE THIRSTY CARS 
THEN PADDY?!  

“Yeah, it’s the only thing I’ve 
had a real passion for in life. 
I have a 422bhp 180sx drift 
car too. Just for fun.”

HOW’S THE TROPHY CABINET 
STOCKING UP?

“I’ve won quite a few show 
and shine awards so far, my 
favourite being the Best 
JDM-inspired Car at the 
Annual Old School Toyota Run 
in Ireland early in 2014.”



TECHSPEC
TOYOTA ARISTO 
JZS161
STYLING
Full Kazama Auto Luxor 
bodykit; steel extended 
arches blended in and 
resprayed; Vertex rear top 
spoiler and three-piece boot 
spoiler; smoked LED rear 
lights; HID front lights; 
auto folding mirrors.
CHASSIS
Weds Sports Kranzes LXR 
9.5x19in ET-3 front; 
10x19in ET-22 rear alloys; 
uprated Brembo drilled and 
grooved discs all round; 
EBC Green Stuff pads; 
Tom’s lock-out bar; Air Lift 
Performance V2 control 
system for four-way 
competition; air-ride setup; 
dual compressors. 
INTERIOR
Full black leather interior; 
Sony seven-in touchscreen 
headunit; Sony replacement 
speakers throughout.
TUNING
276bhp Toyota 2JZ-GTE 
3-litre engine; twin CT20 
turbos; six-cylinder VVT-i; 
Blitz dual solenoid boost 
controller; GReedy 
front-mount intercooler; 
HKS panel fi lter; Tom’s full 
stainless steel exhaust 
system with decat and 
twin-exit tailpipes.
THANKS
Keith Weldon for the body 
fabrication and paint; John 
Peden at Peden Conceptz 
for installing the air-ride; 
Collie Murray for all the 
mechanical maintenance; 
and Jonathan Corbally at JC 
Autocare for the detailing.

Hot Rides
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bodywork looking fresh 
throughout the day!

En route from Japan is 
another batch of styling 
upgrades for the car, which 
Paddy is hoping to add even 
more of the VIP fl avour. So 
there will be the obligatory 
privacy curtains, Garson D.A.D 
tables all round and matching 
neck pillows for the leather 
pews – very suave! 

However the car 
progresses, it’ll continue to 
demand total respect at the 
shows. Move aside paupers 
– there’s a VIP in town.

This things has bags of stance. 
Get it, bags? Oh never mind…

It doesn’t lack road presence!



EXPERIENCE
THE EXCLUSIVITY
The VLE-1 is the first in a limited-edition 

series of wheels by Vossen. With only 

400 sets produced in two classic finishes, 

the VLE-1 puts a new twist on Vossen’s 

already-established lineup of innovative, 

concave designs. 

See more of the VLE-1 Limited-Edition 

wheel  at www.vle1.com

http://www.vle1.com


http://www.torqueoftthedevil.com
http://www.classicfordshow.co.uk


fresh kit
JUST CHECK OUT THIS NEW STUFF – YEP, WE WANT IT TOO!

fresh kit
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VOSSEN VLE-1  £2,400 (SET OF FOUR) 
There’s a lot to be said for rarity value. After all, when you’re dropping some serious w
see another set on every old banger down your street right? Well, these new monster
exclusivity, they’ve pretty much got every angle covered. 

For a start they’re fookin’ massive. They only come in 20-inch diameters (with plenty of girth) so, quite frankly, you’re in quite an 
exclusive club if you can even get them on in the fi rst place. They’re also CNC machined outside of the UK, meaning over here Her 
Majesty’s Customs and Excise will do their best to make sure you won’t see too many tooling around Great Coxwell or Chipping Sodbury. 

And then of course there’s the design. It’s not only super concave but Vossen have gone with genuine directionals. A rare and 
expensive undertaking for any wheel fi rm because each staggered set takes four different moulds (one for each rim) to manufacture. 
Speaking of moulds, with the VLE-1 there’s nothing conventional about those either. These particular beauties are actually low-pressure 
cast, making them much stronger and lighter than normal gravity cast rims. 

There’s two fi nishes available (metallic silver and gloss graphite) and each will be limited to just 400 sets worldwide. After that, these 
guys are quite literally breaking the mould. 

So there you go. These are not only awesome-looking wheels, but they’ll be rarer than fi nding some hen’s teeth in your rocking horse 
shit. Check out the video on the Vossen site to see the whole process from start to fi nish. Mind. Seriously. Blown. 
www.vossenwheels.com/vle1

Cool Caps As crazy as it sounds, 
after going to all that trouble designing, 
casting and machining some of the 
sexiest hoops we’ve ever clapped eyes 
on, the pièce de résistance probably 
isn’t the wheels at all – it’s the bloody 
centre caps! Just check out these 
individually numbered, CNC-machined 
and hand-fi nished works of art – 
whoever thought of that deserves a 
knighthood. There’s even 
a super-swish presentation box 
containing a certifi cate of authenticity 
and a matching fi fth centre cap as a 
memento of the day you, quite rightly, 
decided to order what will probably 
be THE wheel of 2015… 

In the UK? Don’t forget these 
are limited edition, meaning 
the UK will probably get less of 
a look-in than most. Great for 
exclusivity, a reet bastard if you 
actually want some! Luckily, 
the guys at Tarmac Sportz can 
get them. But you better be 
quick! Well go on then…
www.tarmacsportz.co.uk

Vossen VLE-1
Sizes: 9x20, 10.5x20

PCDs: 5x114.3, 5x112, 5x120
Offsets: 32-45

Finishes: Gloss Graphite, 
Metallic Silver

http://www.tarmacsportz.co.uk
http://www.vossenwheels.com/vle1
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VALET PRO BEADING
MARVELLOUS
WAX £35
Loving the name and loving the
product even more. This new
wax from ValetPRO is designed
to enhance the gloss of your
paintwork for up to three months
while being extremely easy to
use. It looks nice and buttery,
smells amazing and works
impeccably. That should be more
than enough to give any
detailing buff a warm fuzzy
feeling inside. Top marks!
www.valetpro.co.uk

GOLD PLU
If there’s an inherent beauty in si plicity then this little corker ust
be one of the most beautiful mods ever. Yes, this has to be the first time
we’ve ever had a sump plug in FC, but this 303 stainless steel item is
pretty damn Gucci. The masterstroke is it houses the strongest, highest
temperature magnet available, to lock on to potentially damaging
abrasive metal particles floating around in your engine. There’s a
massive fitment list, so bang one in the next time you change your oil. A
true pocket money mod.
www.oldhallperformance.com

MORE COOL STUFF…

SIZES: 8.5, 9.5X18, 8.5, 10X20
PCDS: ANY FROM 5X98-5X120
OFFSET: 35-45
FINISHES: GUNMETAL, SILVER AND MATT

BLACK WITH POLISHED FACE
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BOLA B2 £595
There’s nothing quite like a simple, classically designed, 

fi ve-spoker and we reckon this new offering from Bola is 
one of the best out there, for various reasons. The 

obvious one is that it looks stupidly cool in all its concave 
glory and would easily suit most motors on the street 

(providing they can take the sizes of course). It also 
follows the old design trick that the spokes go all the 
way to the edge of the rim giving the optical illusion 

that it’s bigger than it actually is. 
What we really love though is the amount of effort they’ve 

put in to making sure they’ll fi t nearly 100 percent of 
fi ve-stud PCDs, without compromising on design or 
slinging on an ugly centre cap to enclose the bolts. 

Look closely and you’ll see clever elongated PCD pockets, 
which means they can be drilled to order in any PCD from 

5x98 to 5x120. Having trouble fi nding wheels to fi t your 
motor? These could be the answer. Awesome.    

www.bolawheels.co.uk 

JAPSPEED GT86/BRZ BRACES £200
Sometimes the simplest solutions are the best. And when 
it comes to tightening up your handling, some heavy-duty 
chassis bracing has always been the easiest and most 
effective way forward. Well, the people lucky enough to 
be rolling in a Toyota GT86 and its Subaru BRZ brethren 
know they’re built specifi cally to be chucked around 
corners and can now benefi t from massively reduced 
chassis fl ex and beefed-up steering response with this 
sweet, bolt-on kit from Japspeed. For just 200 quid you get 
toughened steel braces for the steering rack, front lower 
arms, rear subframe and rear bumper bar for a massive 
all-round improvement. The price is certainly right, and 
so is the science. An absolutely essential mod.
www.japspeed.co.uk 

http://www.valetpro.co.uk
http://www.oldhallperformance.com
http://www.bolawheels.co.uk
http://www.japspeed.co.uk


SAMCOSPORT 2.0  
TFSI TIP £92 
We all know that SamcoSport are 
the kings of all things silicone and  
it seems like they have new 
fitments coming out every single 
day! Our pick of the month is this 
rather sexy turbo intake pipe for the 
Ko4-equipped 2.0 TFSI VAG cars 
including the Audi S3, SEAT Leon 
and Mk5 and Mk6 Golfs. Rocking 
one of those motors? Well order 
yours now and choose from a 
whopping 19 different colours!       
www.amber-performance.co.uk

SEALEY RETRO TOOL CAB £620
Okay, it’s not so much a toolbox essential but a whole bloody toolbox, 
and a frickin’ cool one at that! This retro-inspired beauty is such a 
stunner it wouldn’t look out of place anywhere. It’s actually a shame  
to hide it away in the garage… but you better check with the missus 
before you plonk it in the middle of the living room. As you’d expect 
from tool masters Sealey it comes with all the modern-day 
conveniences like ball-bearing slide drawers and lift-latch pulls and, 
compared to plenty of others on the market, it’s pretty reasonably 
priced too. Classic looks, modern functionality – you can’t go wrong! 
www.sealey.co.uk    

TOOLBOX ESSENTIALST
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ZILLA DEATH TUNE 
SHIFTER £44
Pledge your allegiance to those crazy people over 
at Zilla Life, with a genuine 15cm hunk of anodised 
awesomeness, complete with a rather gnarly spot 
of Death Tune engraving. Mother always says a 
heavy knob is a good knob and these particular 
items weigh in at a more than substantial 380g. 
Believe it or not this makes a big difference with 
shift feel. The guys are stocking these beauties in 
a choice of four colours and offer direct fitment for 
various core Jap and German motors. They’re 
selling out fast so don’t hang about! 
www.zillalife.com  

PB EP3 COILOVERS FROM £500 
You can never argue with the value of the gear from PB Brakes. From their top notch big brake 

conversion kits to (more recently) race-ready coilovers, you won’t find better quality out there for the 
money. Just check out these brand new Civic EP3 Type-R weed-dumpers. Designed specifically to give a 

sweet balance between road-comfort and track performance they come with all the bells and whistles 
such as anodised hardware, full height adjustability and even 30-stage adjustable damping. And 

what’s more you get all this for just 500 quid – a financial snip compared to some of the similar units out 
there. They come with tough rubber mounts, but if you’re a true track-hound looking for something 

more hardcore bung ’em an extra nifty and they’ll bolt them together with race-spec, camber-
adjustable pillowball top mounts instead. I’m not sure how they even make a profit at these prices!

www.pbbrakes.com 

BADASS CORSA PLUG COVERS £35
Here’s a super-trick item that no Corsa D should be without and most of  
them needn’t be because they fit all the petrol versions (including the VXR) 
since 2006 (sorry oil-burner fans). We’re loving the fact they come with four 
different colour inserts and a choice of four different logos too. It’s not often 
you can get top-quality hand-made, hand-polished underbonnet blingery at 
this sort of price point. Get online and order before they change their mind!
www.getbadass.com 

http://www.sealey.co.uk
http://www.zillalife.com
http://www.pbbrakes.com
http://www.getbadass.com
http://www.amber-performance.co.uk


tested TESTED BY MIDGE

FEATURES
•  200ML
•  PREMIUM ‘ALL-

ROUNDER’ WAX
•  40 PER CENT CARNAUBA 

WAX BY VOLUME 
•  BLUEBERRY SCENT

Testing
I’ve tested a few Auto Finesse bits in the past and always been impressed, so this time I took a risk. 
I not only decided to fi nd out what it could do for the shine on my shite old metallic-black Passat (you 
want miracles? – Initial G). But I also had a bash on my Ford Imperial blue pride and joy. After a thorough 
clean and polish on both (it’s worth remembering that surface preparation is everything) I got busy 
with the waxing… 
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In the detailing world wax is an LSP (last 
step product), meaning it’s the fi nal layer of 
protection between your paintwork and the 
elements. That makes it about as important 
as it gets. The 100-year-old problem with 
wax though has always been ease of use. 
There’s no denying plenty give a great 
result, but more often than not that’s at the 
expense of trying to get the bugger on 
there evenly and the residue off. It’s usually 

a lot of effort and that’s the last thing you 
want if you’ve just spent ages cleaning, 
polishing and sealing the paintwork. Now, 
if you’re some sort of detailing Van Damme 
that’s one thing, but for us mere mortals 
it’s often a step we overlook, purely because 
it can be a right pain. 

Auto Finesse say their new Essence Wax 
is different. They say this all rounder not 
only provides, “crisp bright refl ections on 

silvers and whites as well as adding 
warmth and depth to dark metallic and 
solid paint fi nishes”. But it’s also one of the 
easiest to use on the market. Now I’ll be 
honest, I’m pretty lazy, so I’m all over that!

Auto Finesse
Essence Wax

PRICE: £44.95
www.autofi nesse.co.uk

http://www.autofinesse.co.uk


tested

Layering
If you’re looking for ultimate protection you may want to bung on another layer or two.  
Some detailers swear by it, others say it’s pretty pointless, but the choice it yours. With  
Essence you need to wait an hour between coats… time for another cuppa.

Wax on
Auto Finesse say to use a foam applicator to apply the product evenly, in small circular 
motions, sparingly over the entire car panel by panel. With any wax it’s important to spread 
the product as thinly and as uniformly as you can. It’s also crucial to make sure your car is 
cool to the touch, so never do it in the sun! Extremes of temperature are bad, so make sure 
it’s not boiling hot or snowing outside.

Curing
Essence takes 10 minutes or so to cure and this time is important, to make 
sure all the organic solvents evaporate off effectively. Don’t be tempted to 
wipe it over too soon. But equally don’t leave it to dry on there for a fortnight 
before you decide to take off the residue. 

Wax off
If you’ve got it on thinly the excess residue shouldn’t be too much of  
a bugger to get off. If you’re slapping on too much product all you’re 
actually doing is wasting your own money – it’s not much good to you 
wiped off on the cloth is it! Simply take off the residue with a fresh 
microfibre cloth and give it a good buff.
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The key thing to this stuff, and the first thing you notice,  
is it’s so easy to use. An utter chimp could make a decent 
job of it (and one just did – Jules). That’s important too, 
because it sets it apart from so many others out there.

There are lots of myths about carnauba wax content 
floating about, so before anyone says, “Yeah, but my wax  
is 100-percent pure carnauba”, it really isn’t. It would be 
harder than concrete and you’d never be able to use it. In 
fact, 40 per cent is about the most you can get in there and 
still apply at room temperature and, even then, it’s usually 
pretty hard stuff – no such problem here. 

The mixture of synthetic polymers and oils in the 
formula makes sure Essence simply melts and spreads like 
butter without the need for excess pressure on the paint. 
It’s a pleasure to use. I can’t recall ever saying that about a 
wax before. Quite honestly it’s never been my favourite part 
of the detailing process, but this makes it a doddle! 

Apart from the lazy wax on bit and the fact it smells 
awesome I also liked the long curing time. You have to 
leave this stuff for 10 minutes or so, meaning you can get it 

on the whole car before you have to start buffing. That or 
just do the bonnet and grab yourself a cuppa in between. 
It’s worth noting a little goes a seriously long way. I reckon 
you could make a tub like this last a year or so easily, even 
if you’re seriously into your detailing. 

Unusually, once cured, taking off the excess is dead 
easy too. Unlike most products you don’t need arms like 
Hulk Hogan to get going – get it on there nice and thin with 
an applicator sponge and there’s hardly any effort required 
at all. Suffice to say I’m loving that!  

And then there’s the result. Get underneath sorted and 
with this you can’t go wrong. Both cars came in with great 
reflections and the same warm deep shine, pretty unusual 
as they’re different colours. The telltale beading test was  
a winner too. Essence creates a hydrophobic surface and 
water rolls straight off, just the way it should do. 

To sum up then, it does everything it should and more. 
Most importantly though it’s well priced and ridiculously 
easy to use. Wax on (have a cuppa), wax off. Mr Miyagi 
would be proud!

Midge’s verdict:

THE PRODUCT
Prices of premium wax can run into their 
thousands. So while you may think 45 quid is a  
lot, for 200ml of this magical substance it’s actually 
supremely good value, especially as it’s a top 
quality product that’s been hand-blended in the  
UK. Think of it like this, the paint is the most 
expensive part of your car to sort out and repair,  
so protecting it for this sort of cash is peanuts, 
just add on 50 quid when you sell your 
“immaculately maintained” motor in the future  
and you’ve actually made a profit!

Essence contains 40 per cent T1 Grade Brazilian 
carnauba wax, the best there is. But, contrary to 
popular belief, only a small part of the look the wax 
produces is from the actual carnauba content (it’s 
actually not as expensive as you’d imagine). The 
rest is where the R&D comes in and is made up 
from the combination of other ingredients. 

Here we have a whole host of space-age 
polymers and gloss-intensifying oils designed to 
enhance both performance and protection, while 
keeping everything easy to use.  

Wax is nature’s own defence against the 
elements and it’s no different for your car. This one 
is also designed to protect from environmental 
pollution such as bird poop, tree sap and acid rain 
as well as repelling water. 

They also say, as long as you don’t use stripping 
polishes and abrasives, it can last up to three 
months, which is good, but more importantly 
honest. Some less scrupulous manufacturers say 
their carnauba-based waxes will last anything from 
six months to two years… and presumably have 
the ability to turn water into wine.  

Knowledge: Wax Vs Polish
When it comes to waxing, you only get  
out what you put in. A wax like this one 
provides a sacrificial protecting layer 
which lasts, in this case, up to three 
months. A polish is usually an abrasive 
compound used to prepare the surface 
and add even more shine. Polish to 
prepare, wax to protect. Simple.



MAXIMISE
ENGINE
PERFORMANCE

®

WATERLESS ENGINE COOLANTS

Find your nearest stockist www.evanscoolants.co.uk

Improves Combustion, Maximises BHP • Eliminates Corrosion
Boiling Point Above 180°C • 75% Less Vapour Pressure
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AMPLIFIERS
DA DA DA, DADA DA DA DA… I GOT THE POWER!

WORDS AND SCRIBBLED DIAGRAMS MIDGE PICS NOT MIDGEhe Knowledge

All headunits have a built-in amplifier. Aftermarket 
versions usually pack 4x50Watts or so and stock 
headunits a little less. Normally the aftermarket 
versions are powerful enough to run a decent set  

of speakers, but they’re never gonna set the world on 
fire or offer big boom-boom. And they won’t have the 
juice to run a subwoofer either. So in this guide we’re 
more interested in external amplifiers. That big slab of 

electronics you usually keep in your boot to give your 
system the strong kick up the backside it most 
thoroughly needs to get the best out of your speakers 
and get your music singing. 

Headunit amps

Every speaker needs some sort of 
amplifier to work effectively and the 
bigger and stiffer the speaker, the more 
powerful the amplifier it will need to get 
moving. Car speakers are classed as 
‘moving coil drivers’ and that means 
they use the music signal to electro-
magnetise their voice coils and move 

their cones, creating the sound wave 
that goes to your ears. Because the 
music signal from your CD or MP3 is  
far too weak to move the speaker on  
its own, an amp is needed to beef it up 
on the way. So in summary, an amplifier 
amplifies the music signal. It really is 
that simple, folks. 



CHASSIS

TUNING

AUDIO

EXTERIOR

INTERIOR

Channels
The channels are the output to the speakers.And generally, er, speaking, the
amount of speakers you decide to run will tell you how many channels (or
amplifiers) you need.There are various amp configurations on the market, from
a single channel Class D monoblock, right up to seven or eight-channel monsters,
but by far the most popular are the one, two and four channel amps.Talking in
general, each speaker (unless it’s a multi voice-coil sub) will need one channel
(both positive and negative connections) to run it.

Bridging
This is all about versatility and the most common way to run a subwoofer
(assuming you’re not simply using a single channel amp). It’s basically a way of
making two channels into a single, more powerful channel. For example you could
take a four-channel amp (4x100Watts) and run two speakers with a channel each
(at 100Watts) and bridge the other two to run your sub (at around 200Watts). Most
two and four channel amps are bridgeable, but it’s always worth checking to make
sure. Most five and seven channel amps have a separate dedicated sub channel
ready to do the job anyway.

he Knowledge

Trying to explain exactly what every part of the amps circuit does 
would be a bit pointless and if you’ve ever opened one up, you’ll know 

exactly why. So, as most of us don’t have a PhD in electronics, we’ll just 
take it for granted that the signal goes in one end and comes out 

bigger at the other. What’s more important for making your choice is 
the fact that there are four main circuit configurations and these 

denote the class of the amp. Class is all about power supply and how 
the amplifier makes use of the direct current. 

How they work

Class A  
These draw all of the power all of the time, meaning 
the output can really hit you fast. It’s like having a 
bucket of power that’s always full and ready to do  
its job. These are said to have superior sound and the 
very best quality, but are generally inefficient and run 
very hot. That means, for the current it’s eating up,  
a lot is being lost to heat – hence a relatively low 
output. True Class A amps are rare and very costly.

Class B  
Class B amps make the power as they need it. 
Compared to Class A amps these are a lot more 
efficient and, in turn run, very cool. They do bring  
a problem with them though and that’s distortion  
at low levels, causing all sorts of problems for 
subwoofers. These are relatively inexpensive and 
used to be very popular but have been largely 
overtaken by A/B amps now.

Class A/B 
These are the best of both worlds. A/B amps cut  
the distortion at low levels by running as a Class A, 
then switch to a Class B when you whack ’em up. 
Nowadays these are the most popular configuration 
on the market.

Class D  
Plenty of people (including some manufactures)  
call these digital amps, but strictly speaking that’s 
wrong. They are however mega efficient ‘digital 
switching amps’, serving up massive power and 
properly cool running. The problem they bring is 
mega distortion in the mid and high frequencies,  
so they’re generally reserved for powering subs. 
They’re all about the bass (no treble).

Channel Configurations
Trying to demonstrate how to wire every 
amplifier in these limited pages would be 
impossible, but to get an understanding  
we can use a two-channel amplifier as an 
example. You can either run two speakers, 
or two subwoofers or bridge the channels  
to run a more powerful subwoofer. 

There is also Tri-Mode, where you can 
wire in two speakers and a sub into the 
same amplifier by straight-wiring and 
bridging at the same time. Although for this 
you will need to make sure you run the 
correct high and low-pass filters for each 
speaker (we’ll get onto that in a bit). 

Finally, you can run multiple subs in 
series or in parallel, but this will change the 
resistance and the load on the amplifier 
– that’s where it gets really complicated, 
especially with multi-voice coil subs.



he Knowledge
Multi-amplifier setups 
So, does it matter if you run two amps when one larger amp could do the job?  
To be honest, apart from the extra wiring, no it doesn’t. Some prefer to run  
a dedicated two-channel or monoblock for a sub and a two or four channel  
for their speakers. Others may prefer a single five-channel amp. Either will 
work and it’s down to personal preference, the look of your install, how much 
space you have or what sort of sound you’re looking for. If you want to run  
four 100Watt speakers and a 5000Watt sub for scaring old ladies it’s unlikely 
you’ll find an all-in one amp to do the job. If the power ratings are relatively 
alike and you’re going for sound quality, things are entirely different. It’s worth 
remembering though, an all-in-one system amp will cost more to replace 
should it go wrong than simply replacing one of the others.

Active subwoofers
We already know that you need a powerful amp to move the cone on a  
sub, that’s why some come with an amplifier already built into their enclosure. 
Although most audiophiles feel it’s cheating a bit, it’s still worth considering. 
Generally the amplifier and sub will be perfectly matched and the whole 
system dead easy to wire in. It’s also pretty easy to remove should you 
temporally need your bootspace back.

Power ratings
Amplifier output is measured in Watts. So a 200Watt two-channel will 
generally be a 2x100Watt amplifier, a 200Watt four-channel 4x50Watts and  
so on. Bear in mind amplifiers with a dedicated sub-channel will state that  
too, so a 600Watt five-channel could be 4x100+1x200Watts.

Just to confuse things even more, there’s the higher peak power figure 
manufactures love to throw around. This is the power that, in perfect 
conditions, a scientist probably got out of it for a millisecond on a test bench. 
Then there’s the RMS (or Route Mean Square) figure, which is a clearer 
indication, and generally regarded as an amp’s true power, because it’s the 
continuous output. Usually this is the figure you’re looking for. 

Finally, although you’ll be matching your sub or speaker using these figures 
it’s not absolutely set in stone. Just remember you’ll do much more distortion 
damage underpowering your speakers while you’re razzing ’em, than running 
an under-worked, more powerful amp with the gain turned down.

True power? 
So how do you know that 2,000Watts on the box is the actual output?  
Well chances are it isn’t. It’s worth taking these peak power figures with 
a pinch of salt. 

There are various ways of checking the real output, but the easiest is to 
take a look at the fuse. True power is equal to voltage (Volts) times current 
(Amps). Nearly always you’ll be working with a 12Volt system, so if you have 
an amplifier that’s rated at 1000Watts RMS (2x500Watts), that means it will 
need just over 80Amps of current. If this amplifier is only packing a 40Amp 
fuse, then you know the maximum output can be 480Watts or 2x240Watts 
(12Volts x 40Amps). 

Then you have to consider the efficiency. Amps are better nowadays but 
most are still only between 50 and 80 per cent efficient, so that could take  
our amplifier down to 2x120Watts true power – not quite the 2x500Watts  
you thought you were getting, right? 

The short of it is, go to a reputable manufacturer. They’re much less likely 
to want to bamboozle you with silly figures.

Impedance 
This is the electrical resistance of the speaker (or load) on the amplifier and  
it’s measured in Ohms. It’s a complicated business, especially if you’re getting 
into the really heavy stuff, but it’s one of the most important figures you’ll  
find in car audio. 

Put simply, the lower your speaker’s impedance, the more power it’ll suck 
out of the amp to drive it. It’s like having a bucket of water with two holes. The 
bigger hole will allow more water to flow out because it offers less resistance 
than the smaller hole. That’s why an amp may be rated at 500Watts @ 
4Ohms but 1000Watts at 2Ohms – there’s half the electrical resistance. 

Most audio experts say it’s best to run your setup at the lowest possible 
resistance the amplifier can handle, to avoid a loss in potential power – a 
1000Watt 2Ohm amplifier running at 4Ohms represents a 50 percent loss. 
Even so, be careful and stick to the manufacturer’s guidelines. If you ran the 
amp above 1Ohm the speakers would be trying to suck out 2000Watts. If it’s 
not designed for that it would probably just burn up.

Wiring impedance 
Most car speakers and subs will put a 4Ohm (or sometimes 2Ohm)  
load on an amplifier when they’re wired normally over one channel.  
This only changes when you start wiring in multiple subs in series or 
parallel. It becomes increasingly important to think about how you wire 
your speakers in, because doing it in series is used to increase the load  
and wiring in parallel will decrease it. With two 4Ohm subs, for example,  
in series they would place an 8Ohm load on an amplifier, but wired in 
parallel that load would drop to 2Ohms. So, if your amplifier is rated  
at 1000Watts @2Ohms, parallel is the one to go for, at 8Ohms you’ll  
only be getting 250Watts. 

Strapping amplifiers 
Only serious bass heads need apply here. But sometimes a speaker  
needs far more power than a single amplifier can deliver. Obviously it’s 
only really when you want to run a 2000Watt sub to show off or compete 
in a sound-off competition, but the way it’s done is by strapping multiple 
single-channel amplifiers together to run a single channel. Basically it’s 
like bridging but with two amplifiers and usually reserved for high-end 
units. This process doubles the output at twice the resistance. So if you 
strapped two 1000Watt, 1Ohm amplifiers together, you’d get 2000Watts 
at 2Ohms and it would look a little something like this (see above)… 

Safety measures 
No matter what amp you have, chances are it’ll get hot in operation. This 
is why it’s important to mount it in such a way that it’s got room to breath. 
Some high-end amps have built in fans, but most simply use their cover 
as a heat sink to dissipate the heat generated by the electronics. That’s 
why they need decent circulating air around them. Most nowadays will 
have a thermal protection circuit too, and these will cut the power to try 
and prevent any damage from thermal overload. But it’s best to get the 
mounting right in the first place. If your amp is cutting out, check this first 
before you stick it in the bin. It’s probably not broken at all.
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So how do you know that the right ‘beefed up’ 
frequency is getting to the right speaker? This is all 
done with filters. The best quality amplifiers come  
with built-in highpass and lowpass filters and these 
are used on each channel to let the low frequencies 
‘pass’ to the sub while filtering out the higher 
frequencies. And the higher frequencies pass to the 
other speakers while filtering out the lows. It’s a simple 
system, but it makes all the difference. 

Line drivers
The fact we usually mount amps so far away from 
headunits causes problems in itself, because the weak 
signal from the source has to travel the length of the 
car before it can be amplified. Because of that it stands 
much more chance of picking up interference through 
the RCA leads along the way. To combat this many 
high-end systems use a line driver close to the 
headunit, which is basically a kind of mini amp that 
makes the source signal stronger and more resistant 

to interference. These also help to get rid of any 
background hiss, by raising the voltage of the signal. 
Although many high-end headunits already do this 
with their special 4.5Volt pre-outs.

Power caps
If you’re thinking about running serious power it may 
be worthwhile looking at capacitors too. A power cap is 
wired between the battery and the amplifier and used 
as a powerbank, a huge bucket of stored current, that 
can be drawn quickly when the amp needs some extra 
grunt for those serious bass drops. The idea is that it’ll 
take the power out of that and not straight from you 
battery, to avoid putting strain on all the other electrics. 
Ever noticed someone’s lights going dim when the 
bass hits rock bottom? They haven’t got one of these. 

More power needed?
OE spec batteries are fine for a mild setup, but as soon 
as you start cramming in loads of amps you’re going to 

need a power upgrade too. The whole charging system 
is vitally important, so if you’re going mad on the audio 
you may need to bung in extra batteries, a split 
charging system and an uprated alternator. For us 
normal human beings though, you can generally get 
away with buying the biggest battery, with the highest 
cranking available, for the space. 

Filters

Power cables
The rest of the wiring is pretty simple. Unlike a headunit, a powerful 
amplifier demands a lot of current and that’s why they connect directly  
to the battery using some pretty hefty cable. The more power an amp 
uses, the thicker this cable needs to be to keep up with demand. Again 
it’s like water flowing down a pipe, the thicker the pipe the more water 
will flow. Cables come in gauges from about 12 gauge (about as thick  
as a human hair) to 0000 gauge (which is the stuff they use to hold up 
bridges). Most car audio installs use eight, four or two gauge, sometimes 
0 gauge in really serious applications. Luckily there’s plenty of 
all-inclusive wiring kits on the market that’ll be power rated. 

Remote wire
The remote, fondly known as the ‘blue’ wire is the other thing you need  
to know about. This connects the headunit and the amplifier and is used 
to tell the amp when to turn on and off. Without it, the amp would be 
running and drawing power all the time – a great way to kill your battery.  
The exception is a new range of posh amplifiers with ‘signal sensing’ 
technology. These simply turn on automatically when the headunit sends 
the music signal. Clever stuff.

RCAs
So how does the signal get to the amplifier in the first place? That’ll 
usually be via the RCA leads. These plug into the headunit pre-outs and 
the corresponding plugs on your amp. Some of the more upmarket amps 
and headunits have multiple pre-outs meaning you can send and tweak 
an independent signal for the sub, front and rear speakers. This is 
particularly useful in setting up a system for supreme sound quality.

Earth
The earth, or ground cable, is the yang to the power cable’s ying and  
the place where many go wrong, by fitting one that’s too thin. For the 
perfect setup it needs to be the same gauge as the power cable. Think  
of the power circuit as a river (cables) going in and out of a lake (the 
amp). They need to be the same size and capacity to effectively flow the 
same amount of water in the same time. Get one smaller than the other 
and it’ll cause all sorts of trouble (it’ll flood – Jules). 
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Just £595 per person based on a
minimum of two per car. Our package
includes quality hotels for each night

and a return ferry crossing. A £295
deposit is payable by March 1st 2015 to

avoid disappointment.

FOR ALL BOOKINGS & QUERIES VISIT  
www.eurorallytours.co.uk

EURO RALLY 
2015
  AUGUST 8th - AUGUST 14th

AUSTRIA

JOIN THE RETRO CARS 
TEAM FOR A WEEK YOU’LL 

NEVER FORGET! PLENTY OF 
COOL CARS, FAST ROADS 

AND PARTIES!

PARISMONACO

THE ’RING

w
w

w
.e

ur
or

al
ly

to
ur

s.c
o.

uk
w

w
w

.fa
ce

bo
ok

.c
om

/R
et

ro
Ca

rs
M

ag
az

in
e

THE ALPS

http://www.eurorallytours.co.uk
http://www.eurorallytours.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/RetroCarsMagazine
http://www.retrocarsmag.com


MANCHESTER CENTRAL

10th & 11th JANUARY 2015

CALL: 01775 768661  ADVANCE TICKETS VISIT: 
WWW.ULTIMATECUSTOMSHOW.CO.UK

MEDIA PARTNER

http://WWW.ULTIMATECUSTOMSHOW.CO.UK


 
audio tech

 audio tech
audio tech

  Defi ning Car Culture     063  Defi ning Car Culture     063

Star Subwoofer
VIBE BlackDeath 

SPL 12 Subwoofer    
£349.99

When VIBE introduced the very fi rst 
Earth-shattering BlackDeath subwoofer 
it blew us away, almost literally. 

It’s less of a music reproduction device 
and more nuclear-grade sonic weaponry. 
It was designed with no pretence. 
It’s there to be the loudest, to win 
competitions and to rip your face off 
when you stand too close. No surprises 
that it was called the Bubonic. As 
awesome as it was (and still is) though, 

the BlackDeath Bubonic is a true 15-inch 
leviathan, so you need some serious 
space, not to mention a bank of amplifi ers 
normally reserved for the hardcore SPL 
boys, to actually run one.

Wouldn’t it be nice if VIBE could wrap 
up all this technology along with some 
serious, and I mean DEADLY serious, 
power and stick it all in a more 
manageable 12-incher? 

They must have read my mind… 

Get The Full Lowdown www.vibeaudio.co.uk 
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You don’t go pushing these sort of power fi gures and expect any sort of 
longevity without having a pretty robust, some might say proper hardcore, 

construction. Luckily the beefy alloy basket looks like you could use it as an 
axle-stand for a Challenger tank and the Kevlar-reinforced cone is equally, 

ahem, bullet-proof. The cone design is clever too. It’s specifi cally put together 
for maximum rigidly to weight and, like its Bubonic brother, it had a specially 
designed ‘Black Hole’ dust cap, which effectively increases the surface area 

and helps with voice coil cooling. It’s also held on with 
a business-like, double-stitched, multi-layer 

foam surround that defi nitely looks 
like it won’t be going 

anywhere. 

CONSTRUCTION
It may be three inches smaller than most SPL grade offerings, but that doesn’t mean 
this puppy doesn’t kick like a bastard. In fact, comparing this act of lunacy to normal 
subwoofers, even the powerful ones, is a bit like comparing blokes prancing around in 
tights on WWE to climbing in the ring at the MMA Cagefi ghting world fi nals and getting 
your face smashed in. This sub eats up a ridiculous 4000Watts peak or 1500Watts RMS 
and that’s all you really need to know… that and you have to pump in a minimum of 
750Watts RMS just to get the bugger moving in the fi rst place. 
Puny little amplifi ers need not apply! 

The motor is the bit that moves the 
cone to create the sound wave to 
scare old ladies and, as expected, 
it’s massive. You’re basically talking 
a triple stacked 300oz magnet array 
working in conjunction with a dual 
three-inch high-temp aluminium 
voice coil and heavy current tinsel 
leads woven directly into the spider. 
All this enables it to be stupidly loud 
while still giving a frequency range of 
850Hz right down to 20Hz, which is 
about the limit of human hearing. Any 
lower and you’d only actually feel it. 

It might sound crazy talking about SQ in a sub designed primarily to blow your doors off, but a surprising amount 
of design and engineering has gone into that too. It’s actually one of the better sounding woofers out there, regardless 

of its massive output. 
The vented motor system, I’m reliably informed, is FEMM (Finite Method Method Magnetics) designed to ensure linear 
fl ux saturation and minimal distortion. In other words, it doesn’t sound all hissy and crap when you crank it up… and 

you don’t by a monster like this if you’re not gonna do that, right?

PURE GRUNT! 

MOTORING ON

SOUND QUALITY

http://www.vibeaudio.co.uk
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED!

Here at FC we’re often asked technical stuff via the mediums
of email, Facebook and being shouted at in the local Maccie
Ds. Now obviously we are pretty amazing but, contrary to
popular belief, we don’t know absolutely everything about
everything. Luckily though, we happen to have a team of
industry experts on hand to deal with the really tricky stuff.
This month we head over to Taiwan to ask Dan Newton, boss
of PB Brakes ,all your questions about stoppers…

Why are ceramic brakes silly money?

Ceramic brake discs are made from a compound of carbon and ceramic. The 
manufacturing process is complicated and lengthy, with one disc taking around 
a month to produce. That accounts for some of the cost. And the rest? Well, 
ceramic brakes are usually sold as add-ons for supercars so they’re bound to 
be over-priced – it’s not unusual to be charged three grand for an electric 
window on these, right?

Why do performance brake discs have 
grooves and holes in them?

There are a couple of reasons for having drilled holes or slots 
(or both) in your brake discs. The friction created between 
pads and disc produces a lot of heat, which leads to brake fade. 
The holes and grooves help heat escape and keep the discs 
nice and cool. They also help to channel water and other 
unwanted material away from the contact surface to maintain 
maximum friction. 
   The discs are actually cast plain, then once they’ve been milled 
down to a smooth surface the pattern is engraved onto them 
by CNC machines. The pattern on most brake discs fl ows 
in the same direction as the internal veins, which reduces the 
strength of the discs. Ours fl ow in the opposite direction, as we 
found this doesn’t decrease the strength as much without 
affecting the function.

BRAKES

Why is it important to change your 
brake fl uid regularly? 

Glycol-based brake fl uid is hydroscopic, so it loves to absorb 
moisture, which is always going to fi nd a way into the brake 
system via micro-pores in the cap, lines and seals. This is a bad 
thing as it dramatically reduces the boiling temperature of the 
brake fl uid – three per cent water in DOT4 fl uid can reduce the 
boiling point by up to 50 percent! That’s dangerous because 
bubbles are compressible, which causes at best a spongy pedal 
feeling, and in extreme cases it may go all the way to the fl oor 
without actually stopping the car!

Why do people fi t braided hoses? What do
they do?

Braided hoses comprise of a Tefl on inner wall, with strands of stainless steel 
braided on the outside for increased durability. One advantage is that they 
expand a lot less than your OEM rubber hoses, which allows you a much fi rmer 
brake pedal. A fi rmer brake pedal means more feedback and ultimately better 
braking. The other big advantage is safety. They’re almost bulletproof! Useful if 
you have problems with people sabotaging your brake lines as you sleep.

Why are some rotors one-piece and others
two-piece?

It all comes down to cost really. Your bog-standard OEM discs are usually cast 
in one solid piece as it’s the most cost-effective way to manufacture them. 
One-piece discs are fi ne for popping down the shops to pick up some milk, but 
push them too hard or take them on the track and they will fade within a couple 
of laps at race speed. When you’re fl ying down the straight at 130mph and you 
hit the brake pedal, the last thing you want is for it to sink right down to the fl oor 
because of fade. The best solution is to upgrade to a set of two-piece discs with 
billet aluminium centre caps. The contact area between the actual disc and 
centre cap is minimal, which greatly improves heat dissipation by allowing the 
heat to escape, whereas one-piece discs tend to retain it. Another advantage 
of having centre caps is aluminium dissipates heat more effectively than steel, 
and it’s a lot lighter too. The next step up would be two-piece fl oating rotors. 
The centre caps on these bad boys have even less contact area with the disc, 
allowing ridiculously effi cient cooling! A little bit of an overkill for most street cars, 
but worth every penny for a full-blown race weapon.

Why are bigger discs better than smaller discs?

One word: torque! When you increase the diameter of the disc, the amount of 
braking torque also exponentially increases. So in theory, the bigger the disc, the 
faster you’ll stop. However, there is a limit to how big you can go. You’re limited 
by how much grip your tyres allow. Once your discs are over a certain size you’ll 
brake so hard that the ABS will initiate in order to prevent the tyres from losing 
traction, and whatever gains you made are out the window. Brake pads can also 
be a limiting factor as your bog-standard street compound will just melt if 
subjected to more torque than it can handle. You also need to consider that brake 
discs are fairly heavy items, and increasing the weight that each wheel needs to 
rotate is going to have a noticeable effect on your acceleration. This maximum 
recommend size of discs depends on the car, but generally speaking, heavier 
cars require larger discs for effective braking, and lighter cars can get away 
with running smaller discs.



www.pbbrakes.com 
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I’ve been told I need a spot caliper for a rear 
conversion. What is that? 

Handbrakes on most vehicles still use brake shoes and drums that are 
integrated into the rear discs. Upgrading the rear brakes with this system is 
fairly straightforward, as most conversions also have integrated drums fi xed 
to their rear discs. However, recently more and more cars are moving towards 
systems where rear OEM calipers double-up as handbrakes. One solution is a 
spot caliper, which is basically a small single-piston caliper that connects 
directly to your handbrake cable, and must be used in conjunction with your 
main rear caliper. There are drawbacks, namely they usually don’t come with 
any form of installation hardware, so you have to make a set of custom 
mounting brackets yourself. They’re also pretty expensive. It wouldn’t be 
unreasonable to expect to pay around £300 for parts and labour. Then once 
it’s installed you now have six calipers to buy replacement pads for, rather 
than four. Fortunately PB Brakes is here to save the day! We have a much 
more convenient and cost-effective solution, in the form of our patented 
line-lock system. This allows our rear calipers to act as handbrakes, much 
like the OEM parts. The line-lock modules come already attached to our 
caliper mounting brackets, so they are a direct bolt-on and require no 
modifi cation. And the best part, they are a fraction of the cost at £100 a set!

What’s a hydraulic handbrake?

A hydraulic handbrake replaces the conventional cable-operated unit, connects 
directly to the main brake system, and uses the same hydraulic pressure to 
clamp the rear calipers. The advantage is that it’s a lot more powerful than the 
standard part. But they are illegal for street use and an automatic MoT failure. 
That’s because handbrakes are sometimes referred to as ‘emergency brakes’, 
if your main brakes fail it acts as a back-up device. The law states that the 
handbrake must be cable operated and fully independent from the main 
hydraulic brake system. With a hydraulic handbrake, if a brake line rupture 
causes your brakes to fail, then the emergency brake will fail too and before 
you know it you’ve wrapped yourself around a tree. Not ideal!

Why do all cars have bigger brakes on the front 
than on the back even when they’re rear-wheel 
drive? 

The reason for that is the front of the car is usually where the oily bit goes, 
so it’s already heavier than the rear without passengers. Then combine that with 
the fact the weight of the vehicle shifts to the front when you brake, and it means 
you need more stopping power on the front end to slow the car down effectively. 
This is why the brake bias on most front-engined cars is around 70 percent front 
and 30 percent rear.

n you get uprated drum brakes?

eally. Drum brakes on passenger cars are pretty much obsolete these 
, so they aren’t really worth upgrading. You’re best off with a disc brake 
ersion kit instead.

Why are fixed calipers deemed to be better than
fl oating calipers?

As standard, most cars come with fl oating/slider calipers that have one, or 
if you’re lucky, two pistons in the inner side of the caliper only. So when the 
hydraulic pressure from the master cylinder forces the piston(s) against the pad, 
the whole caliper is pulled inward as the pads clamp down on the disc, hence the 
term fl oating. One downside of this is the pads on the outer side of the caliper 
tend to wear unevenly and you end up with something that resembles 
a door wedge. Another is that since the piston(s) needs to travel so much, the 
brake pedal can feel spongy and unresponsive. They can also become a bit 
sticky as they age. On the other hand you have fi xed calipers with multiple 
pistons on either side. Since the pistons are clamping from both sides, the caliper 
doesn’t move and remains fi xed in place. This allows for much more even pad 
wear and a fi rmer, more responsive pedal feel. But the benefi ts don’t end there. 
Our PB fi xed calipers are all forged from aerospace grade 6061 T6 aluminium, 
which makes them a hell of a lot harder, stiffer and lighter than their cast-iron 
counterparts. The monster 8-pot calipers that we include with our 405mm kit 
take toughness to the next level with their monoblock design.

at’s the biggest brakes I can fi t on my car?

l, the only real physical obstruction is the size of your wheel, but there 
sensible size limit for every vehicle. Remember that episode of Top Gear 

where they spent three grand upgrading the brakes on a Renault Avantime, 
only to fi nd it made the car’s lap times slower? That’s because they went too 
big and the car didn’t have enough power to handle the added weight and 
increased wheel diameter. Had they gone for a smaller kit and retained the 
same wheel size, the lap times would defi nitely have shown improvement.

FAQ OFF
What is bleeding brakes and why does it have to be done?

Over time, air will fi nd its way into the brake system, so it needs to be released 
every couple of years. The problem with having air in the system is, unlike brake 
fl uid, it’s compressible. This causes your pedal to become spongy and, if too 
serious, can lead to complete brake failure. So it’s really important to bleed the 
brake lines before it gets to that stage.

How do I perform the perfect handbrake turn to 
impress the ladies?

I’ve often pondered the same question. Ask Ken Block and let me know what 
he says…

What does the DOT mean in brake fl uid and what 
should I look for?

DOT is a system created by the Department Of Transport in the US to grade 
brake fl uids based on their boiling points. DOT4 is the one you want to go for 
as its minimum boiling point is 230°C, more than enough for street applications. 
DOT5 has a higher boiling point, but it’s silicone based, which isn’t suitable for 
most braking systems.

What are brake pads made of? 

Brake pads can be made from a variety of different materials. Your standard 
street compound pads are usually a nonmetallic composite of various synthetic 
materials. They offer great cold bite and very low noise, but the drawbacks are 
they lack friction and will start to fade at relatively low temperatures. At the 
other end of the scale you have race compounds, which are either fully metallic 
or ceramic in composition. They offer much higher levels of friction and are a 
lot less susceptible to fade, but usually need warming up to optimal 
temperature in order to work properly. The cold bite is poor, they munch down 
your discs like there’s no tomorrow, can be quite noisy, and you’ll be lucky to 
get 1000 miles out of them. Great on the track, awful 
on the street. A good middle-ground option is a sport compound pad. Made 
from semi-metallic materials, the cold bite is good, and the warm bite is even 
better. You may or may not get a little noise, depending on the application, 
but it’s a small price to pay for big gains in friction and reduced fade.

My BMW has an e-brake, but can I still have a 
big brake conversion?

Up until recently, you couldn’t upgrade the rear brakes on a car with an 
electronic handbrake without losing that function, which wouldn’t be street 
legal. However, we have spent the last couple of years developing a new 
electronic line-lock system that will retain the OEM handbrake on these cars, 
and it’s fi nally ready! So far we have adapted the system to work with a few 
Audi models and the new BMW 5 Series F10, but we’re working to increase 
the available applications all the time. You can order it from our website as 
part of a rear brake kit.

http://www.pbbrakes.com
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IF YOU CAN’T HAVE A 
LAUGH IN LIFE YOU’RE 

MISSING THE POINT

WORDS MIDGE PHOTOGRAPHY DAN PULLEN

Tickled Pink
Hot Ride

There’s a lot of serious builds out there. 
Serious builds, from serious people, who 
really care what you and I think. This really 
isn’t one of ’em. 

Sam Hayes and his proper naughty  
little Corsa are all about the banter. Some 
say the scene is getting a little too 
humourless and no-nonsense, but this 
super-clean motor is about one thing – 
bringing back the fun factor. In fact, it’s 
even more than that. This little hatch is 
absolutely, categorically, taking the piss. 
And we like that. We like it a lot.  

Now, I’m not completely sure if it’s 
deliberate or some kind of subconscious 
thing that inspired him as a kid. But there’s 
definitely more than a whiff of the 
modifying style of the mid-noughties  

– which is well before Sam could even 
drive – about this Corsa. 

Luckily I’m not talking about the crap 
bits, like Lambo doors and Lexus lights. 
Here it’s subtle bodywork details like 
flushing, smoothing and the moulding-in 
of uprated parts that you just don’t see  
so much nowadays. And when you look 
at the timeless result that can be 
accomplished it’s a shame more people 
don’t still do it. It’s also pretty interesting 
that, aside from the actual shooting of  
the paint (kindly sorted by his workmate 
Richard), he’s done all the work himself, 
with plenty of help from his friends. It 
seems that DIY, modding is still alive and 
well in Bedminster, Bristol.

The old-skool show influence in this car 
is clear, but it doesn’t stop with the body 
and the tidy interior. Just check out the 
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Vauxhall Corsa



Hot Rides
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Proper winging it

Slam-dumped!

You can’t have a 
Corsa and not fi t an 
Irmscher grille

choice of hoops. The almighty Speedline 
Alessio may have been around forever and 
a day, but Sam’s given his set a modern-
day twist. Not just with the retina-burning 
Fuchsia pink paint, but with the overall 
context – they are fi tted to a new-skool 
icon, the Corsa C, after all. 

There’s also more of this old skool 
meets new skool attitude from Sam 
himself. I can’t help thinking that today’s 
scene has an element of: it’s not how you 
drive your car, it’s how cool you look when 
you stand by your car. But Sam doesn’t 
come across as too cool for school at all. 
If anything, he’s more akin to early 
noughties where there was no fear and 
an underlying feeling that the whole 
modifi ed community was taking the piss 
out of the establishment. Back then it was 
this rebellious streak that made modifying 
so cool and appealing. 

Of course, with all this nonconformity 
always comes the people who don’t like 
it. In his own words, he “gets shit for it… 
but that’s half the fun.” Personally that’s 
something I’ve never understood about 
the people who love to hate. They don’t 
seem to realise it’s them that spur guys like 
Sam on. There are plenty of opinionated 
pricks out there, but they never quite get 
that they’re being laughed at. And that’s 
what I love about this car, it’s built 

specifi cally to rip it out of the lot of ’em. 
I mean, what was the fi rst thing Sam did 
when the haters started slating his little 
smoothed Vauxhall? Chuck in a bit of 
Fuchsia pink to really wind the fuckers up! 
You can’t help but admire the fella. 

Yep, it’s banter all the way from the 
six-hour boot build, right down to that 
dummy air tank in the back – another 
surprise that catches most people out, 
myself included. The big-ass bottle 
doesn’t actually do anything but look 
pretty, and is only there because people 
kept asking what air-ride kit he’d used to 
get the whopping 150mm drop. There’s 
a lot of Corsa Cs out there on air, this is 



SAM HAYES
I FORGOT TO ASK, WHAT’S WITH 
THE BASKETBALL? 

“Oh, I play for a local team.”
SO WHITE MEN CAN DUMP 
THEN?  

“I don’t follow you...”
SLAMMED CAR? DUMPED?  

“Oh, got ya. I’m glad you didn’t 
use that as the title!”

I PROBABLY WOULD HAVE 
IN 2005… 

Vauxhall Corsa
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Old skool cool

“The big-ass bottle doesn’t actually do 
anything but look pretty”



H R

“Cat’s eye-scrapping stance the old 
fashioned way – dumping it on coilovers”
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probably lower and Sam has achieved his 
cat’s eye-scraping stance the old-
fashioned way – dumping it on coilovers. 
And then deciding to run even lower by 
ripping out the helpers and having the rear 
springs custom made. He drives this way 
everyday too and the mangled sump less 
than a week after he dumped it proves the 
point. It can’t be easy to live with, but, if 
you wanna roll hard and you’re looking for 
a static drop, it’s the only way. 

It’s easy to be fooled by his relatively 
young age too, but Sam has a lot of car 
experience. This one is actually his eighth 
motor. I guess it’s even more amazing 
when you fi nd out he’s been modifying 
this one for around fi ve years. It’s the old, 
old story of, I just wanted a standard 

runaround, and then it all went nuts. Not 
the fi rst project in our scene to start that 
way and it certainly won’t be the last!

But what I really admire is that none of 
it is taken at all seriously. To Sam it’s all just 
a laugh and something to share with his 
mates. Simply getting the lads to stop 
dicking about on the shoot with their 
pisstake-posing like some sort of Bristolian 
Blazin’ Squad was hard enough. So I’m 
not surprised this piece of modding 
amusement is easily one of the most 
tongue-in-cheek street cars we’ve had 
in FC for years. But then again that’s the 
whole point. If you’re not grinning from ear 
to ear why have a hobby like modifying in 
the fi rst place? Either get on board and 
smile. Or just go fun yourself!

Recaro CS seats 
look the bollocks

That’s what 2,500 watts looks like!



TECHSPEC
VAUXHALL CORSA
STYLING
Smoothed front bumper 
with Fuchsia pink Irmscher 
grille; gloss black lowers 
and Renault Espace splitter; 
smoked side repeaters; 
de-handled; smoothed 
colour-coded arches; 
fl ushed tailgate; Fuchsia 
pink wing mirror covers; 
Team Heko wind defl ectors; 
custom smooth rear 
bumper with smoothed fog 
lights and VXR diffuser 
moulded in; VXR back box.
CHASSIS
7x16in Speedline Alessio 
2 alloy wheels painted 
Fuchsia pink; Nankang 
165/40x16 tyres; FK front 
coilovers with helpers 
removed; custom rear 
150mm springs with 
sport shocks. 
INTERIOR
Recaro CS bucket seats; 
Irmscher Fuchsia pink 
steering wheel; gloss black 
dash panels; volt meter 
in air vent with carbon 
backing; retrimmed roof 
lining and pillars; interior 
LED lights; Fuchsia pink 
dummy air tank with 
copper hardlines; 
custom cup holder. 
AUDIO
Sony headunit; 2500w Clif 
Designs amplifi er with 
glass cover; Audiobahn 
components; JL Audio 
subwoofer with surround 
painted Fuchsia pink; 
custom rear build with 
stepped lip wrapped 
in black fabric.
THANKS
Sam Monks for endless 
hours of work on the car; 
Jack Richards; Alex Bird; 
Josh at Formula Clean for 
the sponsorship; Richard 
Vincent and Central 
Bodyshop for the 
paintwork.
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The Fuchsia pink has 
got everywhere

Is that a heart-shaped tailpipe?Show me the power…



Out There
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When it comes to organising 
car shows, the guys behind 
the popular and most 
anticipated season opener 
of the year, Ultimate Dubs, 
know a thing or two about 
putting on a good event. After 
the continual success of UD 
over the past few years, they 
decided to put on another 
display in 2014, and funnily 
enough it was the fi nal UK 
show of the year. Welcome 
to Ultimate Stance.

Following the same 
principles behind UD, it had 
four halls packed with the 

UK’s fi nest cars. All waxed 
and polished for the fi nal time 
before being tucked away 
for the winter months, or 
undergoing a make-over 
for the 2015 show season. 
However, unlike UD, they 
stepped away from the 
VAG-only rule and opened 
the show up to any make and 
model deemed worthy enough 
to be on display. 

Before the public even 
entered the main arena, they 
were greeted with some of the 
UK’s fi nest in the foyer, some 
of which were past FC feature 

A SHOW AIMED AT THE STANCE SCENE, YOU SAY? 
WELL OF COURSE WE WERE GOING TO BE THERE!

WORDS & PHOTOS JON DAVIES

Shaun Quinn’s Accord came 
down from Scotland. Respect

ULTIMATE 
STANCE 2014 



Ultimate Stance
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This BMW Z4 is 
simple but sexy

It’s a Mk-gum, geddit? Mk1, 
Mk-gum? Oh never mind... This Mk3 is very low and yellow

Haps Gill has even more 
planed for his Mk5



Out There
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Aaron Harrison’s C30 
is rocking hydros

cars such as Jemima Cox’s 
Polo and Robin Whitfi eld’s 
Nissan Sunny. 

In the fi rst hall there were 
several club stands, trade 
stands and even a live BMX 
course running throughout 
the day. In the second hall, 
there was a live DJ set 
entertaining the crowds with 
new and old-skool beats, more 
trade and even an RC track 
laid out in one corner for RC 
drifters to show off their skills.

One of the biggest, and 
possibly most impressive 

stands in this hall had to go to 
the RollHard crew, with their 
diverse range of incredibly 
stanced motors.

The third arena, and 
possibly the most impressive, 
was the Wheel Whores 
display. They had an amazing 
variety of modern cars but a 
heavy mix of retro classics 
too, showing you don’t have to 
have the latest motors to 
create a neck-breaker of a car. 

There was also a bit of fun 
for young families, with a 
special display of stanced/



Ultimate Stance
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We don’t think Massimo and his 
stunning Leon missed a show in 2014

Old skool cool

The world’s coolest VW 
Transporter Pick-Up?

This makes us 
miss our FC350



Out There
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Epic rim choice

BTCC-kitted Mk5 
is proper tough

We like this E46 Coupe lots and lots

This Audi 100 proves that 
everything looks better lower

modifi ed kids buggies, cars 
and trikes (they even had 
their own award!). Not to 
mention an auto-jumble of 
rare wheels. 

Between the third hall and 
the carpeted VIP room there 
were even more top motors, 
including a GT-R and Mazda 
3 MPS, Matt Clifford’s stunning 
aired-out 8 Series on Rotiform 
TMBs, Douglas Flockhart’s 
super-clean liquid yellow 
Mk3 Golf VR6 and Marsel 
Theodhori’s turbocharged 
BMW E28. 

Outside there was just as 
much variety of car culture 
with rat, track, VIP and of 
course stance styled cars. Two 
of the highlight cars (from the 
outdoor display) had to be 
Robin Bartlett’s ‘Swagon’ 
Rover 75 estate and a 
widebody Mk5 Golf with some 
crazy BTCC-style arches and 
a BGW stuck on the back. 

As the fi nal UK car show 
of the year, the Ultimate Stance 
crew certainly gave 2014 one 
hell of a send-off. We say, bring 
on 2015!



http://www.japfest.co.uk
http://japfest.co.uk
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PARMJIT BHAMBRA’S GOLF SHOWS HOW HISTORY COULD HAVE 
BEEN DIFFERENT – IT CERTAINLY PUTS THE RALLY IN RALLYE 

Proper
    Job

In 1989 VW launched the Rallye Golf, a 
homologation special enabling their works 
rally team, Volkswagen Motorsport, to run 
in the WRC. Perhaps this would have 
been how their cars turned out – if the 
Germans hadn’t lost their bottle.

Okay, I guess that’s a little unfair. VW 
had to worry about things like customer 
longevity, getting kids in the back and 
flogging 5,000 of the buggers to us mere 
mortals before they could send their 
drivers out to race. But even so. Maybe  
if they’d put their rally cars together with  
a similar spec to Parmjit Bhambra’s here 
they might have fought off the Cosworths 
and won a few more stages. 

Harsh? Maybe. But, as history records, 
they left the WRC the same year. Not 
returning until 2011, and even then it was 
in a pair of Skoda Fabias!

Still, the fact remains that the Rallye 
was the last ever gravel-stomping Golf 
and with its trademark flared box arches, 
rectangular headlights and four-wheel-
drive, this hand-built, supercharged 
road-going monster has always been  
a holy grail motor for any VW nut. It’s 
certainly easy to see why Parm had 
always wanted one and why it took him 
ages to find this particularly clean Tornado 
Red example over four years ago. 

Building the dream has been something 
of an ongoing project for that entire 
amount of time, a labour of love for both 
Parm and his brother Gurj. The only real 
problem has been doing the legend 
justice. You see, reinventing an absolute 
icon is hard enough, but when it happens 
to be VW Motorsport’s final 1990 
swansong and the purists are keeping a 

Golf Rallye Turbo

close eye, the pressure is really on.  
Still, Parm here is a VAG man through  
and through and it’s nice to see he’s given 
the car every bit of respect it deserves. 
Don’t think of it as messing with a classic, 
more making it leaner, stronger and more 
focused – the way it should have been  
in the first place. 

Take the styling. The original VW design 
is pretty damn timeless, so Parm simply 
decided not to mess with that or the 
original colour, and rightly so. In fact,  
with the exception of the homemade 
motorsport polycarb windows and a 
cheeky drop on a combination of custom 
H&R coilovers and doughnut bags, the 
exterior remains just as VW intended – as 
bonkers as when it left the factory. 

Of course some may argue that there is 
a subtle collection of classic mods like the 



Hot Rides

Want one?
Of course you do, but it’s not quite that easy. Of the 
5,000 or so, all hand-built in Belgium, only 70 were 
offi cially imported into the UK. If you can actually 
fi nd one, chances are it’ll be a left hooker or an 
aftermarket RHD-converted import and it will cost 
more than a pretty penny. Even back in the day the 
Rallye was nearly double the price of the base-spec 
GTi! Wowza.

So why didn’t the 4WD Rallye storm the WRC? 
Well, VW actually won the Group A Class WRC in 
1986 in a Golf GTi, but the nail in the coffi n for 
the rallying Golfs was the banning of the Group 
B championship. This meant other manufactures 
started concentrating on Group A and suddenly 
the Golfs were up against Integrales, Celica GT4s 
and Escort Cosworths – they never really stood a 
chance. The best the Rallye Golf could do in 1990 
was a single third place. Still, it may not have won 
the rally but it soon won the hearts of every VW fan 
on the planet and, unless you’re Sébastien Loeb, 
that’s what’s really important.    
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Bonrath single wiper conversion, the 
debadged grille and the distinct lack of 
a rear wiper. But surely by now these 
can be regarded as standard equipment 
on any super-clean Mk.2. 

When it comes to the outside, the 
wheel choice is probably the most 
important feature. And, after going through 
multiple sets, Parm’s defi nitely hit the nail 
on the head here – no one can deny the 
motorsport pedigree of those sweet, and 
thoroughly old skool, Compomotive THs.

What’s plainly obvious is this project 
was always about giving the car the 
focused handling and power it could have, 
maybe should have had, in the fi rst place. 
It’s certainly been given that, and then 
some. In all it feels like Parm and Gurj have 
taken the pristine body off for safe 
keeping, uprated absolutely everything 
underneath, then slipped it back on 
seamlessly. Classic styling and balls-out 
modern grunt – the best of both worlds. 

If you couldn’t see through the 
windows at that sparse interior, you’d just 
think it’s a stanced old-skool Rallye, you’d 

have no idea what’s lurking under the 
bonnet. And what’s under there is pretty 
bloody special. The 1.8-litre capacity (that 
VW needed for homologation in the late 
80s) remains, 
but the original 161bhp supercharged 
lump has given way for something a bit 
more modern. You’ll recognise it as the 
almighty 1.8T from an Audi TT 225. 

Now, I know for a fact this is one of 
the best engines in the entire universe 
because I have one myself (but yours 
doesn’t work – Jules). I also know what a 
complete bastard they can be to work on, 
so fair play to the fella for not only building 
a thoroughly tuned corker with all the bells 
and whistles – but doing it on his drive.

The more than healthy engine spec 
produces around 300bhp and that’s 
without the 140bhp shot of laughing gas 
– suffi ce to say this thing shifts! But even 
that’s not enough for Parm. An extra Audi 
S2 high power engine is currently being 
built to be shoe-horned in along with its 
Quattro drive train – that should be a little 
fruity to say the least. 

Now, that’s what you 
call stripped out!

Hopefully Parm will 
never need this

A serious dash for 
a serious car

Kirkey is Latin for 
hardcore, probably



Golf Rallye Turbo
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“Around 300bhp and that’s without the 
140bhp shot of laughing gas”

PARMJIT BHAMBRA
SO THIS ONE’S PRETTY SPECIAL 
THEN PARMJIT?

“It is. But it’s still there to be 
driven hard. There’s no point 
building it otherwise.”

WHAT WAS THE FIRST THING YOU 
DID WHEN YOU FINALLY FOUND  
A MINT RALLYE?  

“Bought it and then raced it 
against my A6 3.0TDi Quattro – 
the Audi lost.”

WHAT’S THE BEST THING ABOUT 
THE CAR?  

“The way it handles in the 
corners. I lose my nerve way 
before the car loses traction.  
It is a rally car after all.”



TECHSPEC
GOLF RALLYE 
TURBO
TUNING
1.8-litre turbo 20V BAM 
engine (from Audi TT); 
hybrid K04 turbo; ported 
and polished head; Scat 
con-rods; lightened/
balanced crank; ARP rod 
bolts and steel head gasket; 
uprated injectors; Bosch 
044 fuel pump; MBE engine 
management; custom 
stainless steel exhaust and 
powder-coated Pace 
chargecooler system; 
coolant reservoir; intake 
manifold and head; Samco 
silicone hoses; reinforced 
engine sump; G60 
intercooler; VR6 Corrado 
rad, VR6 internals in G60 
gearbox casing with VR6 
clutch; 140bhp NOS kit. 
CHASSIS
8x17-inch Compomotive 
TH1780 alloys with 
195/40x17 tyres; modifi ed 
H&R coilovers with 
doughnut air-bags 
replacing helper springs; 
chassis notch; Brembo 
front callipers with 304mm 
SEAT Cupra discs and G60 
discs/pads at rear; braided 
brake hoses; powder-
coated suspension caps; 
Powerfl ex bushes. 
EXTERIOR
Debadged front grille; 
rolled/pulled arches; 
Bonrath single wiper; 
Porsche door handles; 
single door mirror with 
carbon RHS door mirror 
blank; HID headlights; 
rear wiper removed; 
Polycarbonate windows all 
round with sliders for fronts.
INTERIOR
Kirkey lightweight seat with 
custom seat rail; fl ocked 
dash with under tray and 
centre console removed; 
6-point OMP roll cage, 
4-point harnesses; FIA 
2000 fi re extinguisher; 
Race Tech gauges; OMP 
320mm steering wheel 
with Porsche horn push; 
CAE Motorsport Shifter; 
carbon doorcards using 
leather door pulls; 
sound deadening and 
headliner removed.
THANKS
My parents; my brother 
Gurj; Kundi brothers for the 
detailing; cousins Hardip 
and the Westside boys; 
Sunny; my wonderful 
children Keerat, Jeevan, 
Daya and Rajni; and 
my amazing wife Balkeet 
for her support.

Hot Rides
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 The interior is equally track-focused. 
But then, even purists will admit the 
original 80s cabin was pretty naff and was 
somewhat mismatched to the dramatic 
exterior. Luckily the acres of black plastic 
are now gone and they’ve been replaced 
with, well, not a lot actually. 

There’s a bonkers Kirkey bucket, an 
OMP steering wheel to hold on to and a 
six-point cage, just in case it ever goes 
wrong – that’s about it. There is of course 
the addition of one thing inside that grabs 
everyone’s attention and that’s the CAE 
Motorsport Shifter – a work of engineering 
art or what? Obviously these aren’t what 
you’d call cheap, they start at around 600 

smackers. But there’s no denying it fi ts 
the theme perfectly – another modding 
masterstroke from Parm right there. 

All in all it’s an extremely cool motor that 
could only come from someone with a 
wealth of VAG experience. No surprises 
that Parm has owned quite a few, from the 
VW and Audi camp over the years, 
including a ridiculously low, old-skool Jetta 
on OZ Saturns, an Audi S2 with plenty of 
turbo grunt and a whole collection of 
Golfs. There’s even been the odd stripped-
out 911 making its way into the fold. 

I guess this car is a culmination of the 
lot… Oh, and he’s not quite fi nished on it 
yet. We can’t wait until he has!

CAE Motorsport shifter 
is a work of art!

Parm colour matched 
the wheels to his garage 
door. Nah not really
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SLIM JULES’ VW GOLF GTI P88
The editor has a breakdown but luckily Daisy sorts him out. Confused? Turn the page and all will be revealed… 

MAIN MODS: ROTA RM200 WHEELS  • AP COILOVERS • MILLTEK SPORT EXHAUST • KENWOOD AUDIO • 3M WRAP

Start Never Finished

TRICKY’S PUG 309 THUNDERSALOON P96

• • - - •

The old girl takes to the track for the final time in 2014… let’s hope Tricky survives!
Start Never Finished

STEVE’S AUDI A4 AVANT P94
It’s the return of the Mac, Stevie Mac! He must be after a new set of tyres…

MAIN MODS: MATT BLACK PAINT• DUNLOP SPORT TYRES • IRN BRU HOLDER • CANON POWERSHOT SX700

Start Never Finished

INITIAL G’S HONDA CIVIC TYPE R MIA
With Xmas shopping, cooking a turkey and playing with his new drum kit, G has been “too busy” to work on his Civic

MAIN MODS: TDI NORTH K24/20 N/A MOTOR • TITAN M/S ITBs •YOKO ADO8S • TAKATA SEATS AND HARNESSES

Start Never Finished

MAIN MODS: PORSCHE 987 SEATS • 3M WRAP • SCORPION EXHAUST • FORGED 225 ENGINE • AVO COILOVERS 

The TT is finally running! Not really. But it’s so close we can smell Midge’s excitement… and it’s not nice! 
Start Never Finished

P90MIDGE’S AUDI TT 225

GLENDA’S AUDI A6 AVANT P92

MAIN MODS: 19IN VOSSEN CV1 WHEELS • YOKO TYRES • ALPINE INE-W970BT HEADUNIT • AIR LIFT SUSPENSION

I bet Adrian Flux wished they had read Glenda’s projects before renewing his insurance this month…
Start Never Finished

GLENDA’S AX VTS MIA
Glenn didn’t manage to find any time to work on his AX, and neither did anyone else, this month… 

MAIN MODS: 106 GTI ENGINE • JENVEY THROTTLE BODIES • 8 AND 9.5X15IN IMAGE WHEELS • OMP ROLL-CAGE

Start Never Finished

MODEST MATT’S VW CADDY P98
It’s an emotional farewell for Matt, and an even more emotional farewell for us. We have to pay for labour now!

MAIN MODS: HONDA B18 ENGINE • LATE-80S PEUGEOT SUSPENSION • STATE-OF-THE-ART SCAFFOLD ASSEMBLY

Start Wasn’t Finished



So, yeah, you know how I 
wrote about Modest Matt 
giving my car a good look 
over before he departed for 
Dubai, so I could enjoy a few 
trouble-free months of 
motoring? Well, I kinda jinxed 
myself. Matt fl ew out to the 
UAE on a Friday and the 
following Tuesday I broke 
down in the pissing rain. 
You just couldn’t make it up!

To be fair it had nothing 
to do with Matt’s handy work 
and everything to do with a 
faulty driveshaft deciding it 
had enough after 123,241 miles, 
and who can blame it. 

So with Matt on a beach 
(see page 99) it was time to 
call the AA and get them to 
recover the car to the 
awesome guys at Westbury 
Tyre & MoT Centre. A low-
loader turned up from 
Postlebury Car and 
Commercial and a guy called 
Gavin (or Garry or possibly 

FASTPROJECTS

Gareth) had me rescued 
within the hour. He was a top 
bloke and into his motors too, 
so didn’t give me a hard time 
for driving a lowered car.

I left the car with Paul at 
WTMC, with the instruction 
to get it sorted and give me a 
call when it’s done and he left 
me the keys to Daisy, their 
delightful courtesy car. 

Daisy is a little Clio and 
was given her name because 
of the Tansy Daisy wheels 
she sits on. As you can see 
from the picture on the right, 
she’s a real stunner.

Paul had the Golf back to 
me in a few days and 
although I was sad to say 
goodbye to Daisy, I was kinda 
pleased to jump back in the 
Golf. So to celebrate I went for 
a Christmas dinner at my 
local. As for those Corbeau 
seats? Well, they are still in 
my garage and the sub 
frames are in the post.

SLIM JULES’ GOLF GTI
I WENT AND SPOKE TOO SOON…

Daisy was Jules’ whip 
for a few days
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Gavin (or Gary, or Gareth) 
doing his thing



PARTS
Parts and labour......................£319
Christmas dinner .................£19.99
Driving Daisy ...................£Priceless

Total .................................. £338.99

Contacts
www.westburytyremot.co.uk
01373 827200
www.corbeau-seats.com

THIS MONTH

They’ll look better in the Golf

What a twat…

Fixed and ready to go

http://www.westburytyremot.co.uk
http://www.corbeau-seats.com
http://www.evanscoolants.co.uk


IT’S TIME TO GET THE STARTING AND THE STOPPING SORTED…

FASTPROJECTS

MIDGE’S AUDI TT 225
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A 300bhp TT needs a decent set 
of stoppers. These are them

Well it’s been a long road, 
but my engine is built. She’s 
in the bay and everything 
is bolted back together. I’m 
so close to the start up now 
I can literally taste the super 
unleaded and I’m 
understandably nervous. 
Very nervous.

Over the last few days I’ve 
been on the case ordering all 
the very best fl uids I’ll need 
to get her running. So while I 
was waiting for those to 
arrive there was one last big 
thing on my to-do list – fi t my 
monster front brakes. 

The truth is, even when the 
car was mapped at 260-odd 
bhp before I didn’t trust the 
stock brakes. It’s simple 
tuning rules right? Put up the 
power – get better stoppers. 
With a brand new engine 
build and a stonking hybrid 
blower I knew I’d need 
something a bit more meaty 
up-front. So I ordered this 
awesome 6-pot kit from PB 

months ago. The big box has 
been sitting there in the 
corner of the workshop just 
looking at me. I just couldn’t 
resist it any longer. 

Now I haven’t had a set of 
PBs before, but I’ve heard 
nothing but good things. I 
know our Glenn has had a 
few sets over the years (and 
raved about them) and plenty 
of people say you won’t get a 
better kit for the money. I’m 
guessing that’s because they 
come straight from their 
factory and not through a 
dealer. That’s why the price is 
so good – normally kits like 
this can cost double. They’ve 
won more than a few awards 
in the past couple of years 
and I also like the fact that 
they do a bigger range of 
fi tments and anodised or 
powder-coated calliper 
colours than anyone else. 
Being a bit of a traditional 
chap I’ve gone for bright 
Porsche-like red. 

Anyway, I basically 
measured up the biggest set 
I can fi t under my wheels 
with their handy template 
and, as it turns out, that was 
this massive 6-pot 345mm kit 
(I kinda wish I was running 
20s so I could bang on their 
gargantuan 405mm 8-pot kit 
though). The quality is spot 
on and absolutely everything 
you need is there in the box, 
right down to the hardcore 
braided lines, threadlocker 
and even a little bottle of 
calliper touch-up paint – a 
nice, er, touch that. 

Fitting is pretty easy too 
and they look so good. I’m 
saving some pennies for a 
rear kit to match up. I can’t 
wait to get these out on the 
road and bedded in so I can 
really see what they can do.   

Back to the engine and I’ve 
had the long, laborious 
process of fi lling stuff up and 
checking for leaks. My tip of 
the day would be to do each 

job one at a time so you don’t 
get confused and put the 
wrong fl uids in the wrong 
places. That way you won’t be 
a dickhead like me and dump 
a load of power-steering fl uid 
in the coolant (oh yes he did 
– Jules), and end up having to 
fl ush it all through numerous 
times. With the coolant fi lled 
(three times), power steering 
and clutch/brakes bled the 
last couple of jobs were 
probably the most crucial. 

First up, fi lling the gearbox 
with the only fl uid good 
enough to do the job, Red Line 
MT-90. I got mine from the 
guys at Old Hall Performance 
– they’re UK distributors and 
they were very helpful in 
sending over the right 
amount. Filling an Audi box is 
a challenge in itself so you 
really don’t want to run out.

Secondly, the engine oil. I’ve 
gone for Millers Competition 
Running In mineral oil. It’s 
basically the best money can 
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PARTS
PB Monster 6-pot kit ...............£929
Millers Motorsport Running In Oil, 5 
litres (x2) ...................................£52
Red Line MT-90 Gear Oil (3 litres)  ..
£55.50 

Total ............................... £1,036.50

Contacts
PB Brakes
www.pbbrakes.com 
Millers Oil
www.millersoils.co.uk 
Old Hall Performance
www.oldhallperformance.com 

That’s not a syringe. 
This is a syringe

THIS MONTH

Old versus new 
– no contest! 

Again, no contest

Midge clearly didn’t want to 
spill any oil on his engine

buy and it’s still only 26 quid 
for fi ve litres. Which is good 
because over the running-in 
period I’ll be using at least 10 
litres of the stuff, followed by 
their awesome super-high-
end Nanotech Synthetic stuff 
to keep everything in line. 
Engine oil is probably the 
most important thing to 
research when you’re doing 
a build like this and, after 

doing plenty, I’m more than 
confi dent this stuff will get me 
where I need to be.

As for the start up? Well 
I’ve cranked it over with no 
plugs, checked I have good oil 
pressure (which I have) and 
refi tted all the plugs and coil 
packs. All I need to do now is 
turn the key and pray it 
doesn’t blow-up in my face!

http://www.pbbrakes.com
http://www.millersoils.co.uk
http://www.oldhallperformance.com


GLENDA’S A6 AVANT

FASTPROJECTS
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Is there a more frustrating 
thing to do? Nope!

PRANGS, BANGS AND INSURANCE POLICIES…
I’ve had a great few months 
with the A6. However, this 
month things took a turn for 
the worse. One morning last 
week I was driving along and 
then –bang! – out of nowhere 
the sun hit the wet road, my 
retinas imploded (sort of) and 
I caught one of my rear 
wheels on a stupidly 
high-kerbed pedestrian 
island. Cock. I only caught it 
lightly. But a combo of 
stretched tyres and big 
sticky out lips means I now 
have a damaged lip on one of 
my Vossen wheels. Bad times.

Then, a few days later, on a 
trip down to Ramp It Up to see 
the AX, a car going in the 
opposite direction clipped my 
me. For some reason, the rep 
mobile, race driver, wannabe 
wanker decided to take the 
racing line on a tight corner. 
Fortunately they only totalled 

my mirror. But it was damn 
close to being a lot worse.

They say bad things come 
along in threes and this 
month was also insurance 
renewal time. But, this is 
where my luck changed. 
Yep, Adrian Flux did me a 
great deal on my insurance 
policy and it was a complete 
doddle as well. 

I simply made a call, 
went through the A6’s 
modifi cations, got a great 
quote, and it was job done in 
less than 10 minutes. Also, 
they emailed me all the 
documentation over within 
the hour. No long call queues, 
no annoying jingles and no 
gimmicky soft toys for taking 
insurance out. Just a great 
quote that was £150 cheaper 
than their nearest rival. Also, 
unlike most insurance 
companies they actually 

knew what I was talking 
about when it came to mods. 
Nice one Flux!

Glenda reckons someone clipped his 
mirror. We reckon he just looked in it



PARTS
Adrian Flux Insurance  ............£460

Total ........................................£460

Contacts 
Adrian Flux
www.adrianfl ux.co.uk
0800 369 8590

Uh-oh. It’s time for the annual MoT! 
Wish me luck.
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THIS MONTH

NEXT MONTH

Glenda has nicknamed his A6 
the Passion Wagon! Nice

http://www.adrianflux.co.uk


FRESH RUBBER GIVES MAXX GRIP FOR THE A4!  

FASTPROJECTS

STEVE MCCANN’S A4

Peek-a-boo
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Ohh, new shoes!

It’s been a few months now 
since I coated my 19s with 
new Dunlop SportMaxx RT 
tyres and that’s a good thing. 
It means I’ve had the chance 
to give them a decent test in 
various conditions before 
giving a proper verdict.

Before they went on, fi rst 
impressions were that they 
looked the part, with a 
chunky purposeful grip and 
a decent rim protection, 
which can make all the 
difference between escaping 
pothole damage or crying 
over scraped alloys. 

After giving them the once 
over, trusted tyre-fi tter Gerry 
from RD Tyres gave a nod of 
approval then did his bit. With 
all the hoops back on I was 
ready to give them a try!

My A4 Avant is a bit of a 
workhorse. It gets fully 

loaded and driven 
everywhere from the 
Highlands of Scotland to 
England to the far South of 
Ireland and even into 
Germany at least once a year. 
That means I need good 
quality rubber to keep me 
feeling confi dent. 

I’ve come across 
everything from dry 
conditions to torrential rain 
to ice and snow and I’m 
happy to say the Dunlops 
haven’t let me down once in 
any situation. 

There hasn’t been a hint of 
losing traction and that can 
happen quite easily when 
you push a big heavy front 
wheel drive car into a corner, 
understeer is not your best 
friend but the SportMaxx 
take care of it. In terms of 
wear, it’s a bit early to tell. 

But so far they’ve proven to 
be a fantastic all-rounder, so 
they get a big thumbs up!

In terms of the overall 
project, I’ve slipped behind a 
little as the A4 is a heavily 
worked daily. Like myself it’s 
getting on a bit and needs 
more TLC than a younger 
version, but I do have some 
things on the way. 

Next up is a new clutch 
and fl ywheel, then I can get 
on with more interesting bits 
over the next few months!  
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PARTS
4 Dunlop SportMaxx RT tyres 
235x3x19 ...............................£588
Tyre fitting .................................£20
Total ........................................£608

Contacts
www.dunlop.eu
www.rdtyres.co.uk

THIS MONTH

We never tyre of 
looking at these…

… that was a joke that 
will never wear thin

Ooof. Suits me sir

http://www.dunlop.eu
http://www.rdtyres.co.uk


IT’S THE LAST MEETING OF THE YEAR AND WE FEEL GOOD, 
LOOK GOOD AND ARE READY TO RUMBLLLLLE!

FASTPROJECTS

TRICKY’S PUG 309
We knew the Porsche 935 
was within our grasp. 
Through the grape vine we 
knew they weren’t able to test 
at Oulton Park before the last 
meeting at the end of October. 
But we did. And that was to 
be our secret weapon. 

After numerous laps 
on the day before, to fully 
learn the ever-so-diffi cult 
nigh-on three miles of twists 
and turns, we were ready 
and waiting.

Qualifying saw us bang on 
competitive-time wise with 
the Porker. Though a couple 
of the space frame pocket 
rockets put us in our place to 
take the front row of the grid.

And then news was out. 
The 935 had busted the 
gearbox and the battle was 
yet again not to be. Roll on 
2015. Oh yeah!

But the absence of the 935 
didn’t stop us having some 
epic battles with others in the 
race, namely Steven Moss in 
the spaceframe Anglia, who 
grew legs like he never had 
all year and was now 
pedalling around the front 
line along with us and Paul 
Sibley in the Modsports Elan.

Brother Danny had a damp 
start to the fi rst race which 
held him back for a bit, trying 
to plant 540bhp to the tarmac, 
though he only fi nished 1.5 
seconds behind the Sibley 
Elan to take second overall, 
but fi rst in Class A.

My race was dry though. 
And starting side-by-side 
with the Elan (courtesy of 
Danny’s second position) 
meant I could out-drag the lot 
of them off the line, and did. 
But the twists and turns 

allowed the nimble Elan and 
Moss’ Anglia to demote me to 
third overall. But again fi rst 
in Class A. Double podiums 
yet again no less…

And so we draw to the 
end of yet another successful 
year in the FC309 Peugeot. 
Twenty-fi ve years in the 
making and we are fi nally 
reaping the benefi ts of what 
was a mighty futuristic 
racing saloon car in the 
early 90s, and still holds its 
own to this day. 

A handful of podiums over 
the 2014 season to secure 
the title of ‘Fastest 
Thundersaloon ever 
produced’ makes the whole 
project worthwhile all of a 
sudden. When you take the 
famous Works-prepared 
Vauxhall Carlton that donned 
the circuits throughout 

Race winner Paul 
Sibley sitting on pole 

Thundersaloon history – 
driven by the same driver 
as today, Mr Pete Stevens, 
who can’t get anywhere near 
the famous French hatch 
anymore – we are mission 
accomplished in 
all departments. 

Trouble is, now everyone’s 
cages have been rattled, 2015 
is set to be an even more 
competitive year. Already the 
Carlton has a “big engine” 
going in, reputed to have an 
extra 150bhp over the small 
block version that we have 
learnt to punish. Even the 
Elan is going full-on BDG, not 
to mention another fi ve or six 
cars set to lead the pack. 

There are proper quick 
cars coming out of the 
woodwork and the series is 
set to fl ourish in 2015. So 
watch this space!
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PARTS
Nothing ..................................£0.00

Total .......................................£0.00
Contacts
www.309thundersaloon.com
team@309thundersaloon.com
David Stallard Photography
www.davidstallardphotography.com
David Smith
www.specialsaloons.co.uk

THIS MONTH

It’s been quite a year. 
Roll on 2015!

Hey, who stole Midge’s broom?

Photography: David Stallard, David Smith & Toni Parker-Morris

The FC309 is going 
after the 935 next

Winners!
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FASTPROJECTS

MATT’S VW CADDY
CHEERIO, FAREWELL, GOODBYE, ADIOS, SO LONG, TA TA, LATERS, 
SEE YA, AU REVOIR, BYE BYE, CIAO, SAYONARA, I’M OFF!
Friends, Romans, 
countrymen, lend me your 
ears. Alas thouest poorest 
of hearts yeap in such 
merriment that is to become 
thouests most hated of 
thorns. That’s right guys, you 
got the total gist of that. I am 
off. Totally off and gone, gone 
with the wind, as they say.

Where have I gone? To the 
land of fast cars and super 
yachts – Dubai! I hopped on 
the plane, watched three 
fi lms, landed, had a coffee, 
and for some absolutely 
unplanned and absurd 
reason, ex Fast Car editor 
Scary Steve walked past. 
How random is that?

Unfortunately I didn’t take 
the Caddy with me, boo-hoo, 
although I’m considering 
having it shipped out here. 
But for now it’s tucked up 

nicely under a blanket at my 
dad’s house, sleeping and 
waiting for my return.

I managed to do one last 
little thing before leaving her 
though, and that was to have 
Gaz modify their awesome 
coilovers to go even lower. 
That’s right! I’m slamming it 
to the ground at the front, 
and because Gaz are cool as 
hell, they do whatever the 
customer wants, and I want 
lows. They’re about three 
inches shorter than the 
already short Golf shocks 
(the max they can be 
shortened). This will have 
the wheels tucked right up 
in those arches.

When will the Caddy be 
fi nished, you ask? Well, I 
either plan to come back, or 
not. So if I don’t come back, 
I’ll get it out here. If I do come 

back, I won’t get it out here. 
Makes sense? Good.

I’m sure I’ll pop up every 
now and again in Fast Car 
or in a hair commercial for 
L’Oréal. I’m sure Jules will fi nd 
somewhere to stick my pretty 
face every now and then. 

Anyway, I’m off to fi x a few 
Ferraris, Lambos and 
Morgans. And Scary wants 
me to take a look at his Yacht, 
as it has faulty propeller, so 
I’ll do that fi rst. Thanks for all 
memories and fan mail. 
Toodle-pip. Modest Matt. 

Wait! Is that my Momo 
wheel? – Jules

098     Fast Car Magazine #352



PARTS
Customised coilovers............. £POA

Total ....................................... £POA
Contacts
www.gazshocks.co.uk

THIS MONTH

Gaz Shocks are awesome 
and no mistake

One for the ladies!

One for the… the erm…
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Readers’ Rides

EF SEDAN
TOP MODS:
Apex coilovers; D2 camber

arms; Mk3 Golf splitter;

Rota BM8s; customised

side strips; purple engine

bay detailing; deep-dish 

steering wheel.

ALICE’S CIVIC SEDAN
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FC says : This epic EF Sedan has been garnished 

with old skool fl avour and we think it’s proper tasty. 

The Rota BM8s might have been done on the EF 

before but there’s a good reason for that – they 

look the bollocks! This is also down to the stretched 

rubber and the lows that come courtesy of the 

Apex coilovers and D2 camber arms. The cherry on 

the top (are you hungry or something? – Midge) is 

that Mk3 Golf splitter. Awesome touch! And this has 

all been achieved in six short months in between 

parking under lorry trailers. Nice work Alice.



Now for the most important cars in the world – yours!

TECHSPEC
NISSAN 180SX
TOP MODS: 
S15 turbo; 550cc injectors; 
Walbro fuel pump; Nismo 
lightened fl ywheel; 
Japspeed full exhaust 
system; Nistune ECU; 
Bride passenger seat; East 
Bear fi xed back bucket 
seat; Sparco deep dish 
wheel with snap-off boss; 
Hydro handbrake with 
Driftworks lines.

DARRAGH’S S13

TECHSPEC
BMW 323i  
TOP MODS: 
-60mm Eibach springs; 
17in Satin black alloys; 
custom stainless steel 
race-spec exhaust; K&N 
induction kit; M3 mirrors; 
full cream Napa leather 
interior; steering wheel; 
custom boot build including 
a pair of 10in subs.
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FC says: He’s called Darragh 

and he owns an S13, so it’s not 

surprising that this awesome 

looking Nissan is from County 

Cork in Ireland. (We’d put a fi ver 

on him being into drifting too!). 

Tucked under the hood is 

349.2bhp so it goes as well as 

it looks. Darragh reckons it 

“deserves to be in the magazine” 

and we couldn’t agree more, 

so here it is! Good job fella. 

HELEN’S BMW 323I
FC Says: This E36 M-Sport 2.5 

Coupe is the proud work of 

female car nut Helen Broomhall-

Roberts. It has taken Helen just 

over a year and a couple of nails 

to get it to this stage and she 

says there’s “plenty more to 

come”. She loves it to bits and 

that’s the most important thing.



Readers’ Rides

SHOW US WHAT YOU’VE GOT!
Here’s your chance to show off both your ride and your photography skills in the pages of FC. To enter your car just open a fresh new email, put ‘Readers’ Rides Submission’ 
in the subject line and send us a few pics of the best bits (larger than 1mb with no ghosting or logos, and you must have the photographer’s permission) along with a short 
spec and a paragraph telling us why your motor deserves to adorn these hallowed pages. Pop the whole lot over to jules.truss@kelseymedia.co.uk and we’ll do the rest. 

TECHSPEC
BMW 740iL 
TOP MODS: 
VF Engineering stage 
3 supercharger kit; 
handmade cat-back 
exhaust; retrofi t Steptronic 
with AMG black edition 
paddle shifters; Bilstein 
front and rear shocks 
with H&R Sport 2 springs; 
750iL brake upgrade with 
Stop-Tech rotors front 
and rear; 20-inch MK 
Motorsports wheels; JL 
12-inch sub with JL 2000/1 
amp; colour matched lower 
rear bumper and side skirts; 
hand-made E39 M5 front 
bumper; stretched E39 
M5 Hamann front splitter.

DARREN’S 7 SERIES
FC says: With a catalogue of 

retro-fi tted upgrades there’s only 

one way to describe this blown E38 

and that’s fully loaded. It boasts 

more toys 

than Hamleys and Darren has put 

masses of thought into every 

modifi cation to produce one of the 

best 7 Series in the world. We’re not 

the only ones who think so as 

it won the People’s Choice award 

at the BMW Car Club of America’s 

concourse event. If that isn’t high 

mailto:jules.truss@kelseymedia.co.uk
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WORDS MIDGE PHOTOGRAPHY DAN PULLEN

WITH A SLEEK BODY AND CURVES IN ALL THE RIGHT PLACES, WILL LONG’S 
260Z MAY BE AN OLDIE BUT SHE’S DEFINITELY A GOODIE!

Wild Card

She’s a keeper!



1974 Datsun 260Z
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Sometimes it’s easy to think you’re far cleverer 
than you really are. And I have to admit I’m 
normally guiltier of this than most. You see, 
I thought I knew a thing or two about old 
Datsuns. And when I asked Bobby Proctor, 
head honcho at Nissan specialist Zealou5, 
who owned the “awesome 240 in the 
workshop?”, like a tool, I actually argued the 
toss when he told me it was a 260Z. “The 260 
looks different at the back mate. It’s defi nitely 

a 240Z.” How wrong I was! Automotive 
journalist my arse! 

In my defence, it does look like the classic 
240Z and that’s because this particular car 
is rare, and I mean super brass-monkey-
bollocks rare. As I soon found out from owner, 
and undeniable car connoisseur, Willum Long, 
it’s an early 1974 ‘crossover car’, a genuine 
260Z running a sweet L26 lump. But (and it’s 
a big but), Nissan used the earlier 240Z body 

before they fi nally decided to update it. That 
means two things: it not only gets the later 
2.6-litre engine from the factory, but it’s a thing 
of beauty that has all the classic looks of the 
legend, the icon, the awesomeness that is the 
original Fairlady Z. It’s a motor that comes 
from the same school of automotive art as the 
Jag E-Type and Toyota 2000GT. But the nice 
thing is that this one’s not just been restored, 
it’s been modifi ed beyond what many purists 
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You know you want it

and collectors would have the balls for. 
And that makes us love it even more.

Now there’s defi nitely a style 
reminiscent of Japan’s heavily modifi ed 
Rocky Auto Z-cars, a collection of stripped 
out, carb-barking beasts. And we’ll get 
onto that in a bit, but fi rst thing’s fi rst. How 
do you even fi nd a car like this in the fi rst 
place? I mean, rarity is always a lovely 
thing to have, but it must be a right 
bastard to track down. 

The answer is simple. You spend 13 
months searching for the right one and, as 
it turns out, the right one for Will was little 
more than a shell and a set of aftermarket 
arches. Now, I have to give props to the 
bloke because he’s got to have some 
pretty hefty trouser potatoes to lay down 
seven big ones on a motor that’s far older 
than he is and has been restored in some 
Scotsman’s shed. Even more so when the 
catchtank in place is an old Castrol oil 

bottle stuffed into the bay – for me that 
would have set alarm bells ringing. But Will 
wasn’t scared and, while it wasn’t the best 
restoration, the shell was solid and when it 
comes to getting your hands on a motor 
like this, solid is more than enough. After 
all, if you can locate one of these old 
Datsuns that’s not terminally affl icted with 
rot in the fi rst place you’re already winning.

Will always knew what he wanted from 
the car, and that was a keeper. The idea 
was a long-term project that, as the daily 
drivers come and go, would be safely 
locked up in the garage waiting for the 
perfect blue-sky day. 

Of course, as old-skool rules dictate, 
he’s had to spend a hell of a lot more of 
his cash on it. In fact, that habit started 
straight away – 600 quid’s worth of juice 
just to get back home to the West 
Country. Now, that may have something 
to do with the fact it was running richer 

than Simon Cowell’s private jet, or the 
fact there was a big hole at the top of the 
petrol tank. But then again, a retro 
straight-six lump running triple Webers 
isn’t exactly going to be the most frugal 
of motors even if it’s timed to perfection.

And that’s just one of the reasons it 
takes serious dedication to own a car like 
this. But in my mind, all that only makes it 
cooler. Nowadays we look for so much 
when we’re buying a new project: grunt 
verses fuel economy, ease of 

“A retro straight-six lump 
running triple Webers”



1974 Datsun 260Z
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Believe us, this thing sounds 
every bit as good as it looks
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manoeuvrability, practicality… the old 
Datsun simply scoffs at these concepts. 
It’s not what you’d call easy to drive. 
Things like power steering and other such 
luxuries weren’t exactly high up on the 
agenda when Nissan designed these little 
Zs in the 60s. Headlights that actually lit 
up the road in front weren’t something 
they seem to have considered either. 
But, as you can see, luxuries weren’t 
what Will was looking for. 

It’s even less luxurious now, especially 
on the inside. There’s not a carpet or a 
shred of sound deadening in sight. There’s 
not even a radio, or an eight-track. “Well, 
you don’t need one with the 45s at full 
chat,” says Will. And it’s a fair point.  

The work involved has been immense 
and that’s why the vast majority has come 

down to one of the very best fi rms in 
the business. There may have been six 
generations of Z Car over the years but 
I’m sure Mr Yoshihiko Matsuo, chief 
designer of the original 240, won’t mind 
me saying just this once, the Z in this car 
well and truly stands for Zealou5. 

Now, you may remember their mental 
R32 featured a couple of months ago, and 
there’s been plenty of the same trademark 
OCD-driven, meticulous attention to detail 
with this project. In fact, as soon as Will 
got his hands on the car it was driven 
directly to Bobby and the guys to get 
cracking on his vision of a true Rocky-
inspired racer. 

The spec is nothing short of monster 
too. But everything there has a grounding 
in sweet functionality – don’t forget this 

isn’t just modifying, there’s the small 
matter of restoring and rebuilding the 
bugger at the same time. It’s never been 
an easy car to order parts for either, when 
you’re putting together a classic with a 
260 engine and chassis code that needs 
240 bodywork and then you want to start 
uprating stuff, it can get a tad involved. 

There’s been more than a little custom 
fabrication and plenty of parts adapted 
from more modern Nissans such as the 
Pulsar GTi-R, S14A and 280Z. There’s 
even a set of rear discs from a VW Golf 
slapped on. It gets down the road pretty 
sharpish too. 190bhp may not be massive 
by modern standards but it was pretty 
mad for its day, especially without 
laborious details like side impact bars 
and crumple zones to worry about. 

“The Z in this car well and 
truly stands for Zealou5”

This isn’t an interior 
but a theatre of dreams 



1974 Datsun 260Z
TECHSPEC
1974 DATSUN 
260Z
TUNING
Rebuilt and skimmed head; 
MJP Stage 2 camshaft kit; 
triple 45 Weber carburators 
with trumpets and 
matching airbox (set up and 
balanced by Peter Lambda 
of Sigma Engineering and 
Keates); Janspeed 
manifold; 2.5-inch straight 
through exhaust; MSD 
ignition system and coil 
with custom bracket; R200 
diff; S14A gearbox bolted 
to 260z bellhousing; 280z 
electronic distributor and 
alternator; lightweight  
heavy-duty starter motor; 
NKD spark plugs; Nissan 
Pulsar GTi-R electric fan; 
up-rated anti-roll bar set; 
billet oil fi ller cap; red 
rocker cover; stainless steel 
oil catch tank bracket and 
Mocal catch and breather 
system with Samco hoses; 
ITG Crankcase breather; 
braided fuel lines. 
CHASSIS
8x15-inch JBW wheels with 
225/50x15 Toyo Proxes 
T1-R tyres; Tokico Illumina 
adjustable performance 
rear strut cartridges with 
stiffer lowering springs; 
MSA front and rear strut 
braces; caster adjustable tie 
rods; custom made front 
coilovers and suspension by 
Fourways Engineering; front 
4 piston callipers (43mm 
pistons); vented, slotted, 
and drilled CNC Rotors with 
zinc plating; DOT approved 
custom fabricated steel 
braided brake lines; custom 
fabricated T6061 alloy 
spacers; ceramic brake 
pads; VW Golf rear discs 
and callipers; camber 
adjustable tie rods; new 
brake and fuel lines.
EXTERIOR
Shell fully stripped, treated, 
restored and painted  
Masarati red; rear wing, 
door handles and ZG arches 
wrapped in 3M carbon; 
new deeper front bumper 
with added brake ducting 
painted satin black; Zealou5 
custom fabricated stainless 
steel air-channel coined 
facia; smoked front and 
side indicators and 
surrounds; smoothed 
bonnet; satin black fuel cap; 
carbon F1-style mirrors; H4 
lights with covers; US spec 
turn signals; new weather 
strip and rubber kits.

WILLUM LONG 
SO WITH SUCH A MAD WEEKEND TOY 
I’M GUESSING YOU DON’T DRIVE A PRIUS 
ON YOUR DAILY COMMUTE?  

“No, I have a far more sensible car, 
an Audi B5 RS4.”

YOU CALL THAT SENSIBLE?    
“Well, it’s more sensible that the R33 GT-R 
I had before.”

SO WHAT MADE YOU GO OLD SKOOL WITH 
THIS ONE?

“I’ve always fancied one. You can just stare 
at the shape for hours! That’s what it’s 
about. Not the speed. I’m just in love.”

I KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN, THERE’S 
NOTHING LIKE AN OLDER WOMAN!

“Okay mate, now you’re just taking all 
this too far!”

Defi ning Car Culture     109

My mum used to say a 
thing of beauty is a joy 
forever… she’s not wrong!

Better to be safe than sorry



TECHSPEC
INTERIOR
Sparco Sprint 5 bucket 
seats; fully Stripped and 
treated interior; Safety 
Devices 4-point cage with 
extra fabricated harness 
bar; Takata harnesses; fi re 
extinguisher; Moto-Lita 
steering wheel; JDM 
Datsun Knob; rejuvenated 
and painted interior panels.
THANKS
My brother Richie and good 
friends Nick and Tom (for 
keeping me on the straight 
and narrow); Fourways 
Engineering; Mike Feeney 
at MJP; Mike at Initial 
Impact; the biggest thanks 
goes to Bobby at Zealou5 
for his sheer passion, 
dedication and skill with 
this project; A-Team; 
#Devilzed; Mum and Dad 
for their unbelievable 
patience and support.

Continued

Nissan’s Z-cars are offi cially the best-selling sports car series of all time, 
with over two million hitting the streets in the last 45 years. There’s been six 
generations so far, starting with the 1969 Datsun 240Z (Nissan S30 in the USA) 
and they are still going strong with the present-day Nissan 370Z. As well as 
these and the hairy-chested 80s 280ZX, the series contains both generations 
of the modding legend that is the 300ZX, along with the more recent 350Z. 
Regardless of the year, all these were sold as the Fairlady Z in Japan. 

The only time since the 1960s where Nissan haven’t offered a Z-car for sale 
outside of Japan (the 300ZX platform Fairlady Z was sold there until 2000) was 
between 1997 and 2002. Although in 1998 Nissan USA launched a programme to 
keep the Z-car alive by buying back a load of original 240Zs, restoring them and 
selling them to their dealers. Pretty awesome move from the Yanks that!

The Knowledge – Nissan Z-cars
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But then this car has never been about 
out-and-out speed. It’s the total package. 
What Will has is his perfect partner, a little 
head turner that he hopes to spend the 
rest of his life with, and that’s despite the 
obvious age gap. 

We don’t blame him either. The result 
of two years’ legwork is something that’s 
just that bit more sexy than the norm. 
I might go so far as to say Will’s ended up 
with something of a motoring MILF. She’s 
had all the right bodywork enhancements, 
a tidy facelift, fi xed herself up and is ready 
to get out there and hit the town. We 
can’t help thinking there’s plenty of life 
in the old girl yet!

A very tidy rear-end for 
such an old girl

I’m sorry Will, but I’ve fallen in 
love with your ride – Jules



http://www.classicfordshow.co.uk
http://www.torqueofthedvil.com


Quotes of the month
arse end

DAISY, DAISY…
You just can’t argue with class, so thanks to
the guys at Westbury Tyre & MoT Centre for
lending Jules the world’s best courtesy car,
Daisy, while his Golf was in being fixed. In all
fairness it’s probably the nicest car he’s ever
had. It definitely suits him!
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Initial G: “I watched a really touching fi lm 
last night.”
Jules: “Was it about Jimmy Savile?”
Initial G: “Too soon, Julian, too soon.”

Jules: “How the fuck do you still manage to be 
late for work? You work from home!”
Midge: “I know, I know, it’s a talent, what can 
I say?”

G on the phone: “I think we should do anal!”
Midge: “Come on, what’s his name then…”

SUPRA TRIPLE WHAMMY
There’s only one thing better than seeing an 
awesome Supra hitting the strip – and that’s 
three of ’em hitting the strip!
www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/27/supra-triple-
whammy

F50 WAKEBOARDING
It’s pretty badass driving an F50, 
but wakeboarding behind one is just 
on another level. Loving it!   
www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/25/
wakeboarding-behind-a-ferrari-f50 

DRIFT GIRLS
There you go. If you ever needed proof 
that drift cars get girls here it is in the 
trailer for this new game. Lovely!   
www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/
drift-cars-get-girls

CHECK OUT MORE ON WWW.FASTCAR.CO.UK

PARKING
We thought the parking in Bath was 
bad. You gotta feel sorry for our mate 
Dan in Barnet. Apparently if you live 
there you only get an hour a day to 
park, and that’s at 11am. They obviously 
don’t want anyone going to work. 

POSH
Our Julian? Middle class? Never! One 
hundred and thirty nicker for an in-car 
espresso machine though? Maybe he 
just loves his poncy Italian coffee.

BASTARD M25
Working for a magazine has plenty of upsides, 
one of them being a nice platform to have a good, 
old-fashioned moan. So here goes. One of the 
UK’s biggest motorways going down to a single 
lane at 2am on a Sunday morning when we 
were trying to get home. Yes, one lane and fi ve 
miles of contrafl ow, all for two blokes and a 
wheelbarrow on the central reservation. Sort 
it out you Highways Agency muppets!

http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/27/supra-triple-whammy
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/27/supra-triple-whammy
http://WWW.FASTCAR.CO.UK
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/25/wakeboarding-behind-a-ferrari-f50
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/25/wakeboarding-behind-a-ferrari-f50
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/drift-cars-get-girls
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/drift-cars-get-girls
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SOUTH ELITE 2014
Amazing motors, beautiful people and the 
Wu-Tang Clan – what more could you 
possibly want in a video? Awesome!
www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/
south-elite-2014

NÜRBURGRING DRIFT
Why simply drive the Nordschleif when you 
can drift the bugger? Well that’s what Fredrik 
Sørlie did in his Cressida. What a legend!  
www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/underground-
garage-cressida-nordschleife-drift 

Parcel Shelf 
I’ve lost count of the amount of times I’ve bought a cheap runaround hatch where the rear shelf 
has been butchered for a set of 6x9s and then the previous owner has had the cheek to take them 
out to fl og on eBay. Handily though there’s an old dealer trick I’ve seen done time and time again 
that normally sorts it out. Most of the time you’ll fi nd black trim goes with anything, but black 
shelves are usually from high-spec models, are more desirable and hence more expensive. 
The trick is to get yourself one in any colour from a base model and a can of Satin black paint 
– it’s as simple as that. Of course, it’s not gonna be as good as the real deal, but it’s far better 
than a load of holes in your rear. Look out for that if you’re looking at a used car at a dealers too 
– it might just make a good bargaining tool!

PRESS RELEASES WE REALLY 
DON’T CARE ABOUT THIS MONTH…

Trade secrets we can all use!

Midge’s

DIY TIPS

On Tuesday, at a 
prestigious awards 
ceremony at iconic 
British hotel Claridges, 
London, Land Rover 
joined wildlife 
conservation charity 
Tusk and its royal patron 
The Duke of Cambridge 
in honouring the best 
of up-and-coming 
conservationists 
in Africa. 
All very admirable of 
course… but so 
chuffi n’ what?
Toyota is launching 
a new foundation to 
give women support 
and opportunities to 
build careers in 
manufacturing. Toyota 
Motor Corporation and 
nine other Toyota group 
companies are joining 
forces to set up the 
project in Japan.
Fair play, you can’t 
argue with more 
women in the 
workplace, we could do 
with some round here. 
At the 32nd Turin Film 
Festival, British actor 

Eddie Redmayne was 
awarded the exclusive 
‘Maserati Award’. The 
House of the Trident 
chose to award the 
young talent with a 
commemorative statue 
of Bologna’s Fountain 
of Neptune.
Er, well done Eddie, nice 
work mate.
Aston Martin Works is 
boosting the size of its 
new and pre-owned 
sales team as it both 
responds to a growth 
in business and 
prepares for a busy 
60th anniversary year 
in 2015.
That’s great news. 
I’d imagine they’re 
not exactly that easy 
to fl og.

What Car? and 
Thatcham Research 
Centre will unveil the 
safest car launched this 
year at its annual Car of 
the Year Awards in 
January 2015.
Wait, we know the 
result. And the winner 
is… anything our Midge 
isn’t driving!
The Volvo FL – Volvo 

Trucks specialist in city 
distribution – is about 
to become even more 
productive. The 
compact 5-litre engine 
for Euro-6 is now 
added to the 14- and 
16-tonne variants, 
which releases up to 
200kgs extra payload.
That’s one massive 
mother trucker 
right there!

SsangYong Motor 
Company CEO, Yoo Il 
Lee, has announced the 
name of the company’s 
all new B-segment 
crossover – Tivoli.
Under development for 
the past three years and 
seen in concept form at 
recent international 
motor shows with the 
project name X100, 
the new Tivoli will be 
launched in Korea in 
January, 2015.
Will anyone ever modify 
one? Probably not. You 
can take that one back.

YOU WHAT?
Obviously being the scientifi c 
persons we are, we love a good 
diagram here at FC. So, if 
anyone knows what the feck 
this one is all about feel free to 
jump in and lend our “technical 
guru” Midge a hand. If he had 
hair he’d be tearing it out!

WELL SPOTTED
Yes Matt, it does look exactly 
like the Monster Energy logo. 
Are you bored in the workshop 
today by any chance?

IT’S IN THE STARS…
Now we’ve always said this astrology stuff is utter bollocks and now 
we know we were 100-percent spot on. Just check out the last bit of this 
week’s Capricorn prediction, spotted by our mate Benny – our G a hot 
love clue? Yeah, pull the other one Mystic Meg!

http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/south-elite-2014
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/south-elite-2014
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/undergroundgarage-cressida-nordschleife-drift
http://www.fastcar.co.uk/2014/11/07/undergroundgarage-cressida-nordschleife-drift
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