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X-CHANGE DIESEL INJECTOR

1-3 Normanby Ave, 
Sunshine West Vic 3020
Phone: (03) 9312 1288

Fax: (03) 9312 1633
Email: sales@cornells.com.au
WEB: www.cornells.com.au
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In a bid to reduce the costs of replacing common rail injectors, DENSO has introduced 
First Time Fit X-Change Injectors & pump, which are re-manufactured using brand 
new parts produced with DENSO’s landmark quality and process.

DENSO products will fit first time when replacing spare parts to vehicles, this is 
important when selecting the right components and making sure the parts replaced 
get installed the first time.

Re-manufactured in Australia, DENSO has set up an exchange program for First 
Time Fit Injectors, which are regularly audited and conforms to DENSO’s reputed 
standards of quality. Injectors are re-manufactured on an ISO accredited test bench, 
using the same genuine components that are used in the manufacture of the brand new 
injectors by DENSO.

DENSO Injectors are available from Cornell Fuel Injection who are specifically trained 
to ensure the best outcome for your vehicle. DENSO spare parts are sold through a 
selected DENSO Premium Service Dealers and via the Service Dealer network.
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It’s a spirit that drives us to be different. That compels us to deliver vehicles known for their solid, no-nonsense dependability. 
Vehicles that will get you wherever you want to go, and beyond. It’s a spirit we share with our drivers. People as diverse as the 
country is wide, but all with a mutual understanding. Whatever we do, wherever we go – we go our own way.

Discover the Isuzu D-MAX or MU-X for yourself, visit your Isuzu UTE Dealer today or isuzuute.com.au

GO YOUR
OWN WAY

5 star ANCAP safety rating applies to D-MAX 4x4 Crew Cab variants built from November 2013, 4x2 High-ride Crew Cab variants built from November 2014 and all MU-X models. ̂ 5 years or 130,000km whichever occurs first, 
for eligible customers; excludes accessories and trays. >The Capped Price Servicing Program applies to eligible Isuzu UTE vehicles with a warranty start date after 1 January 2015. The program covers the first 6 scheduled 
services in line with the scheduled service intervals. Program price subject to change. For full terms & conditions and current pricing go to isuzuute.com.au/service-plus.



 OVERLANDER 4WD   7 

EDITORIALEDITORIAL

EDITORIAL
EDITOR Travis Annabel
JOURNALIST Cahn Turner
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT Jock McDonald
EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS  Vic Widman, Jamie Benaud, 
Fiona Boswell, John Eggenhuizen, Andrew Leimroth
PHOTOGRAPHY  Rob Cameriere, David Woltschenko, 
Wes Whitworth, Vic Widman, AustralianImages.com.au, 
Helen Osler, Fiona Boswell 
EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES  Email: editorial@overlander.com.au

DESIGN
GROUP CREATIVE DIRECTOR Sam Livolsi
CREATIVE DIRECTOR LEISURE & MOTORING 
Igor Amedov
ART DIRECTOR Ryan Weeks
DESIGNER Scott Osborne

DIGITAL
DIGITAL PUBLISHER Shaun Whale
WEB MANAGER Gerwood Stewart
DIGITAL MANAGER Justin Morellini
Digital magazine available from www.zinio.com.au

PRODUCTION
PRODUCTION MANAGER Bronwyn Rowe
PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATORS Alexandra Grosvenor,
Kaitlyn Tapia

ADVERTISING
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING  Glenn Wright
GENERAL MANAGER - ADVERTISING / LEISURE DIVISION 
Adam Cheers
Ph: 02 8719-3614
Fax: 02 9648-7293
Mobile: 0403 669 699
Email: adam@emgroup.com.au
NATIONAL ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER/LEISURE DIVISION
Judie Groves
Ph: 03 9397 5565
Fax: 02 9648 7293
Mobile: 0438 316 185
jgroves@expresspublications.com.au
NATIONAL ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER / LEISURE DIVISION
Mark Wilde 
Ph: 02 8719 3658
Fax: 02 9648-7293
Mobile: 0467 307 509
Email: mwilde@expresspublications.com.au
ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES
Ph: 02 9741 3883
ADVERTISING PRODUCTION COORDINATOR
Deeksha Chopra
Ph: 02 9741 3833
Email: dchopra@expresspublications.com.au

RETAIL SALES
Distribution enquiries – Circulation Department
Email: circulation@emgroup.com.au
Phone: 02 8719 3503

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Freecall: 1800 801 647 Fax: 02 9737 8017
Email: subs@magstore.com.au
Back issues call 1800 801 647

PUBLISHED BY
EMG Express Media Group a division of Express Publications Pty 
Limited ACN 057 807 904 under licence from General Newspapers 
Pty Limited ABN 49 000 117 322, Double Bay Newspapers Pty 
Limited ABN 22 000 237 598 and Suburban Publications Pty 
Limited ABN 44 008 629 767. All rights reserved. 2 Stanley Street 
NSW 2128 Australia ph 02 9741 3800 fax 02 9748 1956

DISTRIBUTED BY
Network Services
66-68 Goulburn St Sydney NSW 2000

SINGAPORE DISTRIBUT0R
Pansing Distribution Pte Ltd
Ph: +65 64577678 Email: infomags@pansing.com
Email: infomags@pansing.com

All material in this magazine is protected by copyright laws and may not be 
reproduced in part or full without the written permission of the publisher. Prices 
and dates quoted in this issue were correct at the time of going to press but might 
be subject to variation.In respect to technical information provided for any vehicle 
modifications or driving maneuvers referred to in the articles published in this 
magazine, the Publisher expressly disclaims any belief in the truth or falsity of 
the technical information or driving maneuvers provided and is merely passing 
on the technical information or driving maneuvers as a service to readers. No 
warranty is given as to its accuracy and it should not be substituted for expert 
advice from a qualified motor mechanic in respect of technical information 
provided for any vehicle modifications or from a qualified driving instructor in 
respect of any driving maneuvers referred to in this magazine.
Any prices and information quoted in this publication are current as of 01/05/15

By submitting an unsolicited  contribution to our magazine you 
agree to provide us with a licence to reproduce your material in 
print and electronic mediums worldwide with the right to edit 
any written contributions.

Have you ever planned a 
trip to tackle a specific 
track, or visit a specific 
campsite only to find out 
that there’s a whole heap 

more to see in the nearby region? No-one 
likes it when you’re talking to a mate after 
a trip and they say “oh, did you go and 
check out so-and-so track while you were 
up there?”… and you didn’t.

That’s the thing about touring, and 
pl anning trips to all those big name 
locations that everyone has on their to-do 
lists – it’s really easy to miss the lesser 
known, but just as spectacular regions 
of an area, and especially when you’ve 
travelled a long way, the last thing you 
want to do is miss something worthwhile.

When we talk about iconic touring 
hotspots, more often than not it’s in 
reference to something specific, something 
like, The Old Tele Track up in Cape York. 
So many people plan big trips around this 
single track, only to bypass other tracks 
that are just as fun and just as scenic. Of 
course, no one is suggesting that you don’t 
tackle the Tele Track while you’re up in the 
Cape – just make sure you don’t miss out 
on all the other spectacular things you can 
get up to there!

This issue’s major feature takes a look at 
the 10 best off-road hotspots in Australia. 
From Broome in WA, to Dargo in Victoria, 
we’ve picked the towns and cities that we 
reckon are the crème of the touring crop, and 
then gone into even more detail. The best 
tracks, the best campsites – it’s all in there!

Also, you might remember a couple 
of issues back when we covered Jamie 
Benaud’s Project 200 LandCruiser as a 
custom truck. I’m happy to announce that 
as of this issue, Jamie is contributing a 
regular column to Overlander that looks 
at his Project 200 build in detail – from 
the choice in 4WD right up to individual 
mods he’s done to turn a stock standard 
4WD into a tough-as-nails tourer. If 
you’re planning on building up a new 
4WD any time soon, then you won’t want 
to miss a single one of these columns! 

Also, this issue Andrew Leimroth 
from Berrima Diesel Services begins an 
all-new column that will provide you 
with all the expert information you 
need on modern diesel engines. From 
common-rail woes to performance 
chips and turbo upgrades, Andrew has 
a wealth of knowledge when it comes 
to diesel engines, and he’s now here to 
share that knowledge with you! 

Cheers,

Travis Annabel
Editor

DON’T MISS OUT!



UH510-2
Outdoor Adventure, 

Compact CB Handheld

MHS050
Simple to Use Submersible & 

Floating Design VHF Handheld

UH8020S
Plug & Play UHF Mobile

UH8070S
Remote Head Unit with Large 

LCD UHF Mobile

UH8080S
UHF & Scanner in 1

Never miss a word, it 
records  & replays up 
to 1 minute of recent 
received signals.

Keep up-to-date with the 
latest situations in your area. 
Scan Unencrypted Police, 
Fire, Ambulance & Emergency 
Frequencies.

Police & Emergency
Frequencies Instant Replay
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UNIDEN.COM.AU
1300 366 895

UH950S
Heavy Duty Powerful 5W

Operating Time: 27hrs†

Waterproof

Range: 15km#

BUILT RUGGED
FOR AUS & NZ CONDITIONS

Whether you need to keep in contact with friends in the convoy, 
or simply communicate when you’re outside the vehicle exploring, 
there’s an ideal Uniden product to keep you connected. Even in 
the most remote locations without mobile reception.

We have the products for your next adventureW h th d t f t d t
keeping you connected



UPGRADE FROM A SWAG?
Gday Justin,

You’re right about swags offering a 
convenient form of camping. No-one 
would argue with the ease of setup and 
comfort they offer. These days, there’s 
a huge range of different swags on 
offer including double swags that will 
comfortably sleep a couple, and smaller 
swags that are ideal for kids. That being 
said, if you ask me, a tent or a camper 
trailer are the best ways to camp with a 
family. There are plenty of quick-erect 
tents on offer, such as the OzTent RV 
range that literally take only 30 seconds 
to setup. They’re convenient, and offer a 
heap more space for a family, plus it gives 
everyone a place to get changed in comfort 

Hi Team, 
For most of my time 4WDing and 

camping, I’ve used a swag for sleeping. 
Simply put, when I bought it, it was the 
most convenient way to camp – un-roll it, 
tie it down, and you’re done. However, my 
trusty old swag has seen better days. The 
ratty strip of foam I sleep on could hardly 
be called a mattress anymore. Plus, I’ve 
got a family these days and would love to 
get them out there seeing the country the 
way I have been. What would you guys 
recommend as far as camping and sleeping 
gear goes given I have a family?

 
Justin Morris
St. Marys, NSW

WINNER!

and privacy.
The other option is a camper trailer. 

Now campers obviously will set you 
back a bit more than a tent, and in some 
regards, they can restrict where you can 
go – but the convenience and comfort they 
offer, especially for a family, is second 
to none. They offer a heap more space 
than most tents, and a huge amount of 
additional storage to that of your 4WD. 
Plus, you get the added bonus of electrical 
systems, kitchens and even toilets and 
showers in some models!

Hope this helps mate!
Trav
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BRIDGESTONE HAS REDEFINED THE LIMITS 
OF EXTREME OFF-ROAD PERFORMANCE WITH 
THE NEW DUELER M/T 674. 

Created using revolutionary new 3D technology,  
the M/T 674 takes off road performance and 
durability to a whole new level.

MADE FOR MUD

The M/T 674’s aggressive tread design features 
3D grooves that cut through mud and shoulder lugs 
that self-clean the tyre as you drive. Together they 
deliver unprecedented levels of traction and control 
in heavy mud.

LASTING PERFORMANCE

With its innovative tread design and 3D technology, 
centre wear on the M/T 674 has been dramatically 
reduced, delivering extended tyre life.

BUILT TOUGH

With its light truck casing construction, reinforced 
upper sidewall and chip and cut-resistant M/T 
rubber compound the M/T 674 will take on the most 
demanding of off-road challenges, and still come back 
for more. And because it’s a Bridgestone, you know 
you’re in safe hands.

M/T 674

Mud Terrain

A/T 697

All Terrain

HP Sport

Highway Performance

www.bridgestone.com.au

Bridgestone Australia Ltd.
For your nearest Bridgestone Authorised Dealer 
visit our website
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From Nundle to Lake St. Clair, the 
New England region of NSW has 
plenty to offer any keen 4WDer
WORDS BY TRAVIS ANNABEL
PHOTOS BY ROB CAMERIERE AND WES WHITWORTH
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T
here’s just something about 
the New England region 
of NSW that screams 
family touring. Unless 
you’re planning to head 

out towards the coast, there’s nothing 
particularly too difficult in the way of 
4WDing out here unless you get well and 
truly off the beaten path, but that doesn’t 
detract from the area at all, because it’s 
such a scenic location that you’ll be more 
focused on looking out the window than 
worrying about shifting into low-range 
and gear selections.

We started this journey from the 
small, New England town of Nundle. 
You reach Nundle by turning off the 
New England Highway midway 
between the major population centres 
of Scone and Tamworth, and it’s a run 
along the blacktop until you hit the 
town. Nundle itself is small enough to 

be a quiet spot, but large enough that 
you’ll find a few supplies and fuel at 
the General Store, and some typically 
sensational pies at the nearby café.

From Nundle, you’ll head east along 
Nundle Road, which takes you up along 
the boundary of Hanging Rock State 
Forest. You’ll eventually hit the dirt, 
and seeing as you’ll be encountering 
a bit of steep terrain coming down 
the other side of this mountain range, 
you’d be wise to air down sooner rather 
than later, as you won’t be hitting any 
blacktop again for a couple of days.

Eventually, Hanging Rock State Forest 
becomes Nundle State Forest, and it’s 
about here that you’ll want to turn onto 
the Scone-Nundle Road. This track will 
see you travelling through an absolutely 
picturesque valley that’s begging for 
you to pull over every few kilometres 
for a happy snap or two. If you’re 

AIR DOWN SOONER RATHER THAN 
LATER, AS YOU WON’T BE HITTING 

ANY BLACKTOP AGAIN FOR A 
COUPLE OF DAYS

Nundle, Lake St. Clair and Barrington 
Tops is located in the New England 
region of NSW, roughly 300-400km 
North – North-west of Sydney.

WHERE

This area is very scenic, and you’ll want 
to be sure to take enough time to see 
everything that the region has to offer. 
Barrington Tops is the perfect place for 
those seeking to experience the Aussie 
wilderness to visit, with bushwalks, 
4WDing and plenty of sensational 
scenery on offer.
Lake St. Clair is perfect for the water 
enthusiast, whether you want to let the 
family go for a swim, a fish or partake 
in a bit of boating or kayaking.

INFORMATION

Lake St. Clair 
Lake St. Clair offers plenty of water-
based activities, as well as pristine 
water front camping. The Dam is 
stocked regularly with Bass, Golden 
and Silver Perch.

Devil’s Hole Campground 
Sitting at 1400m above sea level 
within the borders of the Barrington 
Tops National Park, Devil’s Hole is 
one of Australia’s highest campsites.

CAMPSITES
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Travelling through the New England 
region in the warmer months will 

yield the best results



travelling with the family, we’d certainly 
recommend switching off the in-cab 
DVD player and letting the kids enjoy 
the views this valley has to offer – green 
rolling hills, towering over the track that 
is unlike just about anything else you’ll 
see in this region.

There’s a tonne of water crossings 
along the Scone-Nundle Road as the 
track criss-crosses the Black River, and 

then the Barnard River and Schofield’s 
Creek. These crossings aren’t difficult, 
even if, like us, you have a camper trailer 
in tow, but will still offer the kids a few 
cheap thrills. After a bit of rain, these 
crossings could get a bit more interesting, 
but when we were there, there was really 
nothing to worry about.

Just before you hit Moonan Flat, you 
won’t be able to miss the signs directing 

you towards Barrington Tops via the 
Barrington Forest Road. This track will 
see you climbing up to an altitude of 
around 1500m above sea level – that’s 
right, we’re talking about an area as high 
as the Vic High Country, smack bang in 
the middle of NSW – it even snows here!

Needless to say, you’ll get some 
absolutely spectacular views as you 
climb up this track, and it’s well worth 

Camping on the banks of Lake St. Clair brings 
new meaning to the term “sensational”!

Depending on where you’re camping, 
this can be a relatively easy trip. 
Especially in Barrington Tops 
however, the weather can get very 
cold very quickly, largely thanks to the 
altitude, so make sure you take warm 
clothing and cold weather gear, even 
if you’re travelling in summer. 

WHAT TO TAKE

The majority of this trip is rated E to 
D. The Scone-Nundle Rd will see you 
experiencing a large number of water 
crossings. While most of these are 
easy to negotiate, they could become 
more treacherous after rain.
In Barrington Tops, the main track, 
Barrington Forest Rd is classed as E. 
The tracks off this main route can vary 
from E to C grade, so be wary before 
tackling any of the side tracks.

TRIP STANDARD
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having the camera ready for a few snaps 
of the entire region from above.

Eventually, you’ll pass signs depicting 
the borders of the Barrington Tops 
National Park. Barrington Forest Road 
remains well maintained throughout 
the National Park, and there’s a number 
of attractions that you won’t want to 
miss. In fact, the park is a bushwalker’s 
paradise, with an excellent network of 
walking tracks begging to be explored. 
Perhaps the pick of the bushwalking 
tracks is the Polblue Swamp track, 
which while only short, will take you 
on a journey through the picturesque 
wetlands of the Barrington Tops Plateau.

There are also some spectacular 

lookouts along the way, with 
Thunderbolts and Devil’s Hole lookouts 
just off the Barrington Forest Road. These 
lookouts will again offer plenty of photo 
opportunities, so don’t forget the camera.

Those looking for a bit of off-road 
adventure will find some low-range fun 
to be had along the Barrington Trail, 
which breaks off the Forest Road near 
Devil’s Hole. This track will see you 
shifting into 4WD and experiencing 
everything from a bit of mud, to ruts and 
the occasional step-up or step-down. It 
also leads to the spectacular Junction 
Pools that is well worth a look, and the 
highest point in Barrington Tops, Carey’s 
Peak, that will see you walking through 

beautiful snow and mountain gums.
Setup camp at Devil’s Hole when 

you’re done exploring Barrington 
Tops – it’s easily the most accessible 
campground, as it’s just off the main 
Barrington Forest Road. It’s a typical 
bush campsite, but also includes BBQ 
pits and drop toilets for convenience.

After spending the night in 
Barrington Tops, the next day will see 
you heading out along the same route 
that you came in, the Barrington Forest 
Road, with your destination being the 
sensational Lake St. Clair. 

Back on the Scone-Nundle Road, 
head south. You’ll head through the tiny 
town of Gundy, and west around lake 

THIS IS A SENSATIONAL SPOT FOR 
A BIT OF BOATING SO IF YOU’VE 
GOT A TINNY THEN MAKE SURE 

YOU BRING IT ALONG!
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Barrington Tops offers a number 
of incredibly scenic lookouts to 
experience. Make sure you don’t miss 
out on the Polblue Swamp walk in the 
National Park, as it’s easy but still 
well worth doing.
If you’re camping on the banks 
of Lake St. Clair, make sure you 
remember your fishing gear, and if 
you have a tinny or kayaks, make sure 
you don’t forget to bring them!

THINGS TO DO

There’s nothing like 

breakfast by the water!

There are a number of 

opportunities to engage low-range 

throughout Barrington Tops

There is fuel and supplies available 
from Nundle General Store. If coming 
from a different direction, the major 
population centres of Singleton 
and Gloucester have multiple 
supermarkets, servicer stations and 
mechanical repairers.

FUEL & SUPPLIES

Summer months.

BEST TIME 
TO TRAVEL
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Glenbawn before turning East towards 
Rouchel Brook. From there, it’s along 
the Albano Road, and a few more water 
crossings, and then Bowman’s Creek Road 
Before hitting the town of Greenlands, 
which is just south of Lake St. Clair.

The Lake St. Clair Campgrounds are 
on the eastern side of the lake, and offer 

heaps of space, as well as just about all the 
facilities you and your family will require. 
This truly is one of the best waterfront 
campsites you can take your family. Make 
sure you don’t forget the fishing rods, as 
the lake is regularly stocked with Bass and 
Perch. It’s also a sensational spot for a bit 
of boating or kayaking, so if you’ve got a 

tinny then make sure you bring it!
The run from Nundle to Lake St. Clair is 

a sensational look at a unique part of NSW 
– from open lakeside camps, to rainforest 
and rolling green hills, you’ll encounter a 
massive variety of terrain on this trip. The 
only question is whether or not you’ll have 
enough time to see it all!   

WE’RE TALKING ALTITUDE THAT MATCHES 
THE VIC HIGH COUNTRY, SMACK BANG IN THE 

MIDDLE OF NSW – IT EVEN SNOWS HERE!

SINGLETON COUNCIL
PH: (02) 6577 3370
W: www.singleton.nsw.gov.au

NSW NATIONAL PARKS
PH: (02) 6538 5300
W: www.environment.nsw.gov.au

KEY CONTACTS

Camping fees apply at most sites in 
this area.
Some sections of Barrington Tops 
is closed during winter due to snow 
and ice, so if you’re travelling in 
the cooler months, make sure you 
check the status of tracks with NSW 
National Parks prior to departure.

RESTRICTIONS 
AND PERMITS
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The view from the Thunderbolt 

Lookout in Barrington Tops offers an 
incredible look over the entire region



Drivetech 4x4 is one of the fastest growing 4x4 brands in Australia & New Zealand. The range consists of 
high quality replacement parts and accessories for most 4x4 makes and models at a competitive price.

For when you really need 
quality 4x4 replacement 
parts and accessories.

For more information on the full range of 4x4 products  
and to find your nearest stockists visit www.drivetech4x4.com.au

Drivetech 4x4 quality products  
available in Australia and New Zealand.

Scan to view the Drivetech 4x4 Story

Get social with us

NEW



212 SETTLEMENT ROAD,  
THOMASTOWN VIC 3074 

MELWAYS: MAP9 D11 
EMAIL: info@turboengineering.com.au

CALL RAY ON:  

03 9464 7727

C
M

20
9-

23

 Diesel pump injector repairs  
and servicing

 Electronic diesel diagnostics and 
performance enhancements

 Power upgrades to diesel vehicles

 Turbocharger repairs, upgrades  
and replacements

 Turbocharger component products 
such as manifolds and ducting

 Smoke testing and rectification 
of excessive exhaust emission 
problems

 Diesel engine reconditioning

 Rapid and other power 
enhancement products

 Chevrolet diesels, fault-finding and 
rectification, conversions

 Noise testing & reduction

IT’S NOT ALWAYS ABOUT THE TURBO!
Understanding diesel is one thing - tuning them for 
optimum power and economy is another.

At TEC we are committed to using the latest technologies, 
the right knowledge and the best equipment to correctly 
tune your vehicle.

POWER UPGRADES ON TURBO DIESELS

NO-ONE DOES DIESEL & TURBO LIKE WE DO!

PPO

DO!



 A SOUTH AFRICAN SAFARI INCLUDING CAPE TOWNA SOUTH AFRICAN SAFARI INCLUD
A GREEK ISLAND CRUISE INCLUDING VENICE & ROME

A LUXURY  
HOLIDAY FOR 2*

Purchase a Century Battery*, complete the entry 
form & go into the draw to win your choice of

Visit www.centurybatteries.com.au/experienceofalifetime
Terms & conditions apply.

VIC Permit No: 15/216, NSW LTPS/15/00756, ACT TP15/00330, SA T15/182.



OFF-ROAD

F
ew would argue that Australia 
is one of the world’s premium 
off-road locations. There’s such 
a huge amount of places to see 
and such a variety of climates, 

terrain and environments to explore.
Often, many people know of single 

tracks or single campgrounds that they 
have right at the top of their bucket list 
to experience, without knowing the true 
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FEATURE AUSTRALIA’S 10 BEST OFF-ROAD HOTSPOTS

Here’s a look at 10 towns and cities 
nation-wide that offer the best of the 
best when it comes to 4WD adventure!
WORDS BY CAHN TURNER & TRAVIS ANNABEL   PHOTOS BY OVERLANDER 4WD

TRAL

range of activities tracks and campsites 
on offer in that region. All too often we 
hear of people who have driven halfway 
around the country to experience an 
iconic track such as the Tele Track in the 
Cape, while by-passing a whole host of 
other must-see spots.

In this article, we look at the ten 
best off-road hotspots in Australia. 
These are towns and cities that offer 

a whole tonne more than just a 
single must-tackle track or must-see 
campground. These are places that 
you could spend week upon week 
exploring in your 4WD.

From Dargo in the Vic High Country 
to Broome in the Kimberley, here’s 
Australia’s ten best off-road hotspots, 
as well as the tracks and campgrounds 
you need to see when you’re there! 

OFF-ROAD TYRES

SUSPENSION LIFT

SNORKEL

LOCKERS

WINCH

TRACTION AIDS

4WD MODS KEY



DARWIN, NT
Head up north to check out the off-road appeal of 

Australia’s most northern capital

The most northern capital city of 
Australia, Darwin offers heaps of 
exciting 4WDing, with plenty of 
National Parks nearby. The legendary 
Kakadu National Park provides 
an amazing backdrop for 4WDing 
adventures with wetlands, rock 

formations and waterfalls throughout, 
while Litchfield offers a less 
commercialised off-road adventure. 

Make sure you have plenty of time to 
explore, because the amount of 4WDing 
within cooee of Darwin means you’ve 
got a lot to see!

TOP 3 TRACKS
REYNOLD’S RIVER TRACK
Litchfield National Park

JIM JIM ROAD
Kakadu National Park

GUNN POINT ROAD
Koolpinyah

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:
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DALY RIVER CAMPSITE
Daly River Conservation Park

SHADY CAMP
Mary River National Park

SURPRISE CREEK FALLS
Litchfield National Park

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

With views like this, it’s no won-
der that Kakadu is as popular a 
destination as it is



MAROOCHYDORE, QLD
The best of both worlds with mountainous inland 

tracks and incredible tropical islands!

Located just 100km north of Brisbane, 
Maroochydore is the gateway to the 
sensational South-East Queensland Coast. 
With Moreton Island to the south and Fraser 
to the North, you can flip a coin in the 
morning and start living on island time the 
same day. If you’re after some low-range 

tough tracks that threaten to swallow your 
truck whole – don’t say we didn’t warn you 
about the Glass House Mountains!

That’s not to mention all the mainland 
beaches such as Teewah and Rainbow 
that are open to 4WDs – this place really 
is a coastal 4WDer’s dream!

WITH MORETON ISLAND TO THE SOUTH 
AND FRASER TO THE NORTH, FLIP A 

COIN & START LIVING ON ISLAND TIME!
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TEEWAH BEACH
Great Sandy National Park

SANDY CAPE
Fraser Island

THE WRECKS
Moreton Island 

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

The Glasshouse Mountains 
offers serious 4WDing with a 
spectacular backdrop

Coastal camping doesn’t get 
much better than what South 
East Queensland has to offer

TOP THREE TRACKS
BIG RED TRACK
Glasshouse Mountains

FRASER ISLAND

MORETON ISLAND

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:



LITHGOW, NSW
There’s simply no better 4WDing and camping so close to Sydney!
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r 4WDing and campping so close to Syd

Located two hours west of Sydney, 
Lithgow has a rich history and is 
surrounded by plenty of bushland, two 
ingredients which make it a perfect spot 
for 4WDing and camping. Throw on your 
muddies and pack a camera cos you’re 
going to have plenty of opportunities to 

show off your truck’s capabilities, and 
grab some amazing scenic shots.

From the picturesque Lake Lyell 
and Cox’s River, to the tough and 
unforgiving 4WD tracks of the Newnes 
Plateau, there’s no shortage of adventure 
around Lithgow!

WOOLSHED FLATS
Turon River National Park

LAKE LYELL BANKS
Unmarked Bush Campsite

NEWNES CAMPGROUND
Wolgan Valley, Newnes

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

The campground at Newnes offers 
plenty of space and a nearby ruined 

city to explore

One of the toughest tracks around, 
the Mt. Walker Summit Climb 

requires a well prepared truck

TOP THREE TRACKS
FIRETRUCK HILL
Lidsdale State Forest

MT. WALKER SUMMIT CLIMB
Lake Lyell

SPANISH STEPS
Newnes State Forest

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

FEATURE AUSTRALIA’S 10 BEST OFF-ROAD HOTSPOTS
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BROOME, WA
The doorstep to one of the last, most remote parts 

of Australia – Get ready for tough remote touring!
This is the Aussie wild west! Broome is 
the gateway to the Western Australia’s 
spectacular Kimberley region. Up here you 
have some of the most remote and toughest 
4WD tracks anywhere in Australia. The 
rewards are obvious – very few people, 

spectacular scenery, unspoilt beaches 
and an absolutely huge tract of country 
to explore. From the Gibb River Road, to 
the sensational beaches on the Dampier 
Peninsula, Broome is one of the premier 
4WDing hotspots anywhere in the world.

BROOME IS ONE OF THE 
PREMIER 4WDING HOTSPOTS 

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD
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TOP THREE TRACKS
GIBB RIVER ROAD
The Kimberley

MUNJA TRACK
Mount Elizabeth Station

TABLELANDS TRACK
Home Valley Station

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

QUANDONG POINT
Dampier Peninsula

CAPE LEVEQUE
Dampier Peninsula

WINDJANA GORGE
Windjana Gorge National Park

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

The Pentecost River on 
the Gibb River Rd is one 

of the most iconic touring 
spots in all of Australia

West coast camping doesn’t get 
much better than this!



KARRATHA, WA
Karratha means ‘good country’ in the local Aboriginal language, 

and that’s exactly what it is for 4WDers!

As the gateway to the fantastic Pilbara 
region of WA, Karratha offers a doorway 
to spectacular scenic views without the 
crowds. You can expect stunning waterfalls 
and gorges in the National Parks but you’ll 
have to be prepared to slog through some 
long, rough 4WD tracks to find them. Or 
relax on one of the spectacular west coast 
beaches, it’s your choice.

FEATURE AUSTRALIA’S 10 BEST OFF-ROAD HOTSPOTS
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TOP THREE TRACKS
SKULL SPRINGS ROAD
Karlamilyi National Park

COPPIN GAP ROAD
Coppin Gap

GRAPHITE VALLEY TRACK
Karlamilyi National Park

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

DALE’S GORGE CAMPSITE
Karijini National Park

COOLBRO POOL CAMPSITE
Karlamilyi National Park

CAPE KERAUDREN CAMPSITE
Pardoo

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

The wild Pilbara coastline needs to 
be seen to be believed

There’s no shortage of spectacular 
scenery in this location that is 

predominantly known for mining



GRANVILLE HARBOUR, TAS
With epic camping and 

4WDing, this hotspot 

is your gateway to the 

infamous Tassie 

West Coast!

It’s a well-known fact that that 
the Tasmanian west coast is a wild 
wilderness, that is a sensational place to 
challenge your 4WD and your off-road 
driving skills. Granville Harbour is the 
gateway to this fantastic region, and is 
the perfect base to tackle such infamous 
tracks as the Balfour and Climes, while 
experience the amazing coast line.

Tassie really is unlike any other place 
in Australia, and the Granville Harbour 
region is the perfect place to experience 
this untamed part of the country.

THE GRANVILLE HARBOUR REGION IS 
THE PERFECT PLACE TO EXPERIENCE 

THIS UNTAMED PART OF THE COUNTRY
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GRANVILLE HARBOUR

LAKE MACKINTOSH CAMPGROUND
Lake Mackintosh

CORINNA CAMPGROUND
Pieman River State Reserve

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

The Climes 
Track offers a 

combination of 
challenging terrain 

and spectacular 
ocean views

The camping in the area is 
nothing short of spectacular

TOP THREE TRACKS
BALFOUR TRACK
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area

CLIMES TRACK
Granville Harbour/Trial Harbour

ARTHUR RIVER TO SANDY CAPE
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

RACKS



HAWKER, SA
Rugged terrain, plenty of steep tracks and amazing mountain scenery

Hawker is your starting point before you 
explore the fantastic Flinders Ranges. 
This is rugged country, so make sure 
you’ve honed your skills driving steep 
tracks! You’re going to need to grab low-
range and get moving because there is so 

much to see. The views around here are 
sensational and make it a sure addition 
to our hotspot list. There’s also some 
absolutely sensational campsites, not to 
mention iconic 4WD routes such as the 
well-known Skytrek.

THIS IS RUGGED COUNTRY, SO MAKE 
SURE YOU’VE HONED YOUR SKILLS 

DRIVING STEEP TRACKS!

n scenery

views around here are
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TOP THREE TRACKS
SKYTREK
Willow Springs Station

MT. GILL TRACK
Warraweena Conservation Park

COCKATOO DUNBAR LOOP TRACK
Warraweena Conservation Park

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

BRACHINA GORGE
Flinders Ranges National Park

PARACHILNA GORGE
Flinders Ranges National Park

WILPENA POUND
Flinders Ranges National Park

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

The views in over the 
Flinders Ranges are nothing 

short of inspirational

With sensational outback camping 
on offer, make sure that this region 
is well and truly on your to-do list!



WEIPA, QLD
Cape York is on every 4WDer’s bucket list, and Weipa is the 

heart and soul of this sensational region

Cape York needs no introduction – it’s 
arguably the 4WD destination on the 
most bucket-lists, and it truly is an off-
road hotspot that every Aussie needs to 
experience once.

The largest town in the Cape York 
Peninsula, Weipa is your launching 
pad to head north, or explore the 
beautiful tropical landscape of the Cape. 
Surrounded by legendary 4WDing, world 
famous pubs and perfect campsites, Weipa 
is way up on the list of 4WD hotspots!

PENNEFATHER RIVER CAMPING AREA
Pennefather River

TENTPOLE CAMP
Tentpole Creek

VRILYA POINT

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

g

From the adventure of the Tele and 
Frenchmans Tracks to the pristine camping 
at Vrilya Point, and the thrill of getting that 
iconic photo at the very northern tip of 
Australia, Weipa is your Gateway to it all!

TOP THREE TRACKS
THE OLD TELE TRACK
Jardine River

PENNEFATHER BEACH TRACKS
Kakadu National Park

FRENCHMAN’S TRACK
Iron Range National Park

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:
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There’s no point going all the way to 
the Cape and not getting that iconic 

photo at the tip!

The infamous Nolan’s Brook on the 
Tele Track is one of the toughest 

water crossings in the Cape



DARGO, VIC
With so much to see and do nearby, not to 

mention one of Australia’s most iconic pubs, 

Dargo is the defi nition of an off-road hotspot!

The Victorian High Country is up there 
with the Kimberley, the Cape and the 
Simpson when it comes to iconic 4WD 
destinations, and Dargo is smack bang 
amongst all the action.

Within cooee of the Blue Rag Range, 
Billy Goat’s Bluff, Talbotville and about 
a hundred other must-see High Country 
locations, Dargo is without a doubt 
Victoria’s premier off-road hotspot. It 
also has one of Australia’s most iconic 

pubs, the Dargo Hotel, so make sure 
you stop in for a schooner and a counter 
meal! The town’s other pub, the Dargo 
River Inn also offers camping!

DARGO IS WITHOUT A 
DOUBT VICTORIA’S PREMIER 

OFF-ROAD HOTSPOT
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TOP THREE TRACKS
BLUE RAG RANGE TRACK
Alpine National Park

BILLY GOAT’S BLUFF
Alpine National Park

CROOKED RIVER TRACK
Talbotville

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

DIFFICULTY:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

MODS REQUIRED:

BLUE RAG TRIG POINT
Alpine National Park

TALBOTVILLE

DARGO RIVER INN

TOP 3 CAMPSITES

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

SCENERY:

VALUE:

VALUE:

VALUE:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:

ACTIVITIES:
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WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
Hit up our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/Overlander4WD 
or email us at 
editorial@overlander.com.au and tell 
us your favourite off-road hotspot! 

There’s nothing quite like driving the 
Blue Rag Range Track

If you’re heading to Dargo, 
make sure you plan for a 

counter meal and drink at 
the iconic Dargo Hotel



B u i l t  U p  T o        T h i c k e r

T h a n  O t h e r  B a r s
B u

TO BE THE WORLD S BEST YOU HAVE TO BE



ADVENTURE.
IT’S IN OUR DNA.

NEW DISCOVERY SPORT

Introducing our most versatile compact SUV to date.  
Intelligent technology including class-leading Terrain Response®  
makes the New Discovery Sport perfect for the great outdoors.  
A generous storage space of 1,698 litres and clever 5+2 seating  
makes for a great indoors too. 

#InTheDNA

Roof racks and canoe racks shown are dealer-fitted accessories.



With rugged mountain ranges and 
granite escarpments the Grampians 

offer 4WDers a genuine Aussie grand 
canyon experience not to be missed!

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY FIONA BOSWELL

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
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TRAVEL THE GRAMPIANS, VIC



T
he Grampians are 
synonymous as an outdoor 
enthusiast’s paradise with 
over 160km in walking 
tracks, ranging from family 

strolls to lookouts, to overnight treks 
and rock climbing challenges. By far the 
best way to experience the multitude of 
scenery on offer including waterfalls, 
indigenous artwork and dramatic rocky 
mountain scenery is to jump in your 
4WD and get out there!

The Grampians National Park is 
a three hour drive, 260km west of 
Melbourne. Once you hit Ararat, you’ll 
definitely know when you are getting 
nearby, as the vertical rise of the 900m 
volcanic escarpments greet you as you 
get close. At 168,000 hectares in area 

and extending over 80km in length, the 
Grampians are difficult to miss after 
driving through the contrasting western 
plains for the 200km. Take the Ararat 
Halls Gap road to “the heart of the 
Grampians”, the township of Halls Gap.

Visit the Brambuk National Park and 
Cultural Centre to get information on the 
many recreational opportunities available, 
as well as an up-to-the-minute track 
condition report. Road conditions change 
dramatically in the Grampians, the area 
has been hit many times by fire and floods, 
with the last fire (at the time of writing) 
being in February 2014. The roads are also 
subject to seasonal closures and sporadic 
shutdowns due to damage from storms.  

The perfect introduction to the area is 
to take the short 18km drive up Mount 

It is imperative to visit the Brambuk 
Information Centre to get the latest 
“Grampians National Park Road 
Report” as it provides up-to-the-
minute comprehensive information 
on the road status and surface of all 
the driving tracks throughout the 
Grampians.  With seasonal closures 
and changing conditions due to 
floods and fires, this report is an 
absolute must before venturing on a 
4WD tour into the Grampians.  

Road surfaces within the 
Grampians can change dramatically 
from gravel to sand, followed by 
striking red corrugated desert 
roads, then onto very rocky rugged 
tracks with steep elevation drops.

TRACK CONDITIONS

The Grampians lies in Central 
Western Victoria, around 260km 
from Melbourne. Travel west along 
the M8 passing Ballarat whilst 
continuing west towards Ararat. To 
venture to the most central town in 
the Grampians - Halls Gap, follow 
the scenic gumtree lined Ararat 
Halls Gap Road for 48km until you 
reach Halls Gap.

GETTING THERE

The escarpment views surround 
in unexpected outback terrain

Mackenzie Falls are 
impressive any time of year

re 
ar

Be sure to air down before 

you 4WD into the Grampians
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Victory Road just north of Halls Gap to 
Mackenzie Falls.  

You’ll immediately notice how fire 
damaged the area is with much of the 
original signage in the area fire ravaged, 
as well as the viewing platform. With the 
viewing platform burnt to a cinder, the 
only way to truly appreciate the Falls is 
to take the 1km walk down to the bottom 
of the Falls. Although only short in 
distance, this walk involves many steps 
but the thundering waterfalls definitely 
make up for the effort required.  

Swimming is not allowed at 
Mackenzie Falls; however you can 
easily walk along the river further north 
for 1.4km to reach a beautiful tranquil 
swimming spot at Fish Falls. You’ll be 
glad you stopped for a dip to refresh 
before heading back up the stairs to 
Mackenzie Falls parking lot.

Another way to get a taste for the 
Grampians is to take the turn off to the 
Boroka Lookout, which is north off Mount 

Victory Road, via Mount Difficult Road. 
The Boroka Lookout is just off the parking 
lot where you will be met with gob 
smacking granite views of the Wonderland 
Range, Mt William Range, Fyans Valley 
and Lake Bellfield. With awesome views 
like this only a short drive from Halls Gap, 
you’ll be hanging out to get into your 4WD 
to see where the real scenery begins!

If camping amongst the kangaroos 
all night by the fire has not tickled your 
fancy already at the Grampians, the 
spectacular morning views - as you are 
flanked by the red granite escarpments 
of the Mount William and Mount Victory 
Ranges certainly will. It is no wonder 
this is one of the most visited tourist 
destinations in Victoria!

A fantastic 4WD adventure is to head 
back up Mount Victory Road around 8km 
and take a left at the Glenelg River Road 
turnoff. After only 500m you’ll be glad to 
be off the blacktop as you are immediately 
met with astounding views of the Mount 

Victory Range which looks like an 
Australian version of the Grand Canyon!  

The Glenelg River Road begins as a 
narrow rocky winding track as you are 
around 650m in elevation. Conditions 
change dramatically as you lose altitude 
and descend to the Victoria Valley as the 
road turns into a corrugated red desert 
road typical of the outback.

Following the Glenelg River Road to 
Lodge Road you’ll notice the threat of 
the many suicidal kangaroos and emus 
that dart onto the road blindly from 
the left and right foliage. The constant 
wildlife ambush, although impressive, is 
a harsh reminder that you need to keep 
your speed in check unless you want to 
befriend the local Halls Gap panel beater.

Be sure to take a break at Red Rock 
picnic area for a cuppa, which unlike its 
name is on a verdant swamp! It’s without 
a doubt the astounding views over 
the brilliant ochre red Victoria Ranges 
would have led to its name. The Red 

THIS STEEP CLIMB ENSURES 
YOUR 4WD WILL GET A TRUE 

LOW-RANGE WORKOUT

TRAVEL THE GRAMPIANS, VIC
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Rock picnic area is a desert oasis with an 
environment that is worlds away from 
the Mackenzie Falls and Halls Gap areas 
you have just visited.

From the Red Rock picnic area it’s 
around 11km south down the Red Rock 
Road track to the Buandik Campground 
and Picnic area. Be sure to travel right up 
to the northern end of the picnic area to 
find the trail head to the short 1km walk 
to the Bullimina Shelter. The shelter is an 
impressive indigenous art site, under a 
massive overhanging rock, with many an 
interpretive sign explaining the artwork 
which was done around 20,000 years ago.  

Continue south along the Red Rock 
Road for another few kilometres where 
you have the option of visiting another 
indigenous art shelter called Manja.  This 
is a slightly longer 2.6km return walk 
than the Bullimina walk, with a different 
environment again if you can tear 
yourself away from the great 4WDing 
environment that you are surrounded by.

Follow the Red Rock Road south 
of Manja Site, where you’ll notice the 

track changes to white sand. Keep your 
speed in check as you cross numerous 
creeks, which although dry at the time 
of writing, still demand attention. Huge 
sandstone rock beehive formations are 
now the scenery on offer including the 
very prominent ‘Chimney Pots’ as you 
head south towards Glenelg River Road. 
Once again the terrain changes where 
you reach the ‘outback’ style desert road 
overlooking the awe inspiring peaks of 
Mount William. With so many different 
environments in such a small space - 
white sand, desert and volcanic rock to 
name a few – 4WDing just doesn’t get 
any more visually spectacular than this!

Follow the Glenelg River Road east 
10km from the Red Rock Road junction, 
to the Sawmill Track where you will see 
signage to Strachans Campground on 
the left. The Sawmill Range Track meets 
up with the Victoria Range track, where 
a steep climb ensues and the 4WD will 
begin to get its first low-range workout. 

As you near the top, the foliage 
becomes sparser and rockier, revealing 

The Grampians has plenty 
of camping options within 
the National Park, with all 
campgrounds providing toilets, 
picnic tables and fire rings. Most 
sites are between $34 - $38 per 
night (for up to six people per 
site) and it is $9.20 per additional 
vehicle.  Boreang Campsite 
provides a nice mix of sheltered 
and open sites.  You will need to 
be fully self sufficient at these 
campsites and drinking water is 
not available.

STAYING THERE

Any time of the year is sensational here. 
It gets very cold in winter so make sure 
you bring wood with you. Summer gets 
hot but the river provides a fantastic 
way to cool down.

BEST TIME 
TO TRAVEL
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The steps to Mackenzie Falls 
are well worth the walk!

The spectacular views from 
Boroka Lookout are typical 
of the area



THE DESERT OASIS OF RED ROCK 
OFFERS ASTOUNDING VIEWS OVER 
THE BRILLIANT VICTORIA RANGES
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The kangaroos are the 

star attractions at camp!

Fish Falls is an idyllic 
place for a swim



granite escarpments with cracking views 
over the Moora Moora Reservoir. This 
place is a geologists Mecca, and at this 
moment you’re lucky enough to be 
driving in the middle of it, with views 
left, right and centre.  

The Goat Track, as the name suggests 
is exactly that, with huge boulders and 
ruts on single lane track with hundreds of 
metres of vertical valleys below to travel, 
if you are unfortunate enough to slip off 
the track. There is no room for error here 
and it’s best travelled at the speed of a 
goat whilst you traverse the numerous 
switchbacks upon your descent. 

From the Goat Track after a white 
knuckle descent you arrive at Syphon 
Road which heads back towards Halls 
Gap, via the Mair Track.  Head back onto 
the Glenelg River Road before you hit the 
blacktop again on Mount Victory Road. 

If you haven’t had enough engaging 
scenery, be sure to make a stop en route 
to the Balconies at Reeds Lookouts.  

The Balconies were once named 
the “Jaws of Life”, and it’s easy to see 
why as these volcanic structures jut out 
hundreds of metres high, overlooking 
kilometres of views and make for an 
outstanding photographic spot to 
complete your journey. 

The Grampians is well worth a visit 
any time of year, and there’s a reason 
it is one of the most popular tourist 
destinations in Victoria; Brimming 
with waterfalls, check; fantastic 
photography, check; wildlife at every 
turn, check; spectacular walks, check; 
iconic 4WDriving, check. That’s only 
the beginning of what’s on offer at the 
Grampians National Park. Put it high 
onto your list of places to visit!  

4WDING JUST DOESN’T 
GET ANY MORE VISUALLY 

SPECTACULAR THAN THIS!

BRAMBUK NATIONAL PARK & 
CULTURAL CENTRE, HALLS GAP
PH: (03) 5361 4000 
W: www.brambuk.com.au

PARKS VICTORIA
PH: 13 19 63
W: www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

CONTACTS
& INFORMATION

Halls Gap has a petrol station and 
supermarket. As well as being 
the cheaper option for shopping 
and fuel, Ararat is also the best 
place for any extra mechanical 
or camping needs as options are 
limited in Halls Gap. 

Fuel Prices in Halls Gap
ULP: $1.25/L
Diesel: $1.25/L

FUEL & SUPPLIES
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Introducing the unique ScanSuite™ series of 

Australian made radios with a no fuss 5 year 

warranty*. With ScanSuite™ enabled you 

can now have continuous uninterrupted 

conversations no matter where you are.

To learn more visit www.gme.net.au

Introducing our new super 
compact radio with ScanSuite™

NO MORE 
INTERRUPTIONS 
EVER

*The TX6500S has a 3 year warranty.
Photograph courtesy of Carlisle Rogers (4WD Touring Australia)



Eaton Speed Sensitive 
Mechanical Diff Lock 

Standard

Dual Cab 4x4
Single Cab 4x2
Includes General
Purpose Alloy Tray

Alloy Bull Bar Optional - from $2,000
Alloy Wheels Optional - from $750

Priced From
$19,990#

Drive Away

Priced From
$25,990#

Drive Away

CALL NOW TO BOOK A
TEST DRIVE 1300 696 244

HERE’S TO GUTS
BEFORE GLORY
HERE’S TO GUTS
BEFORE GLORY

Intercooled Turbo Diesel, (9.1L/100km combined cycle*)
Eaton Differential Lock & Cruise Control
3 Year/100,000km Warranty with 3 Year Roadside Assist

www.mahindraauto.com.au

Mine Spec Farm Ute 4x4 Enthusiast



UPGRADE NOW

GPS Multimedia with
Rear Vision Camera

To suit most vehicles
including Pajero,

Prado, Landcruiser,
Patrol and many more.

AUXILIARYCD - DVD MP3NAVIGATION iPOD RADIOBLUETOOTHREAR VISION V-CDC USB

Street NavigationOff Road Navigation

New Product
OEM look Mazda BT50 
in-dash GPS/Multimedia Unit
including reverse camera

Make your life simpler with the ALL-IN-ONE - 
GPS Multimedia In-Dash System with Rear Vision Camera

www.mypolaris.com.au Ph 1300 55 55 14

Optional
Extra

available

Only
$895

+p/h



Bought and built for an 18 month, 
75,000km lap of Australia, this 
Pajero proves that a tough tourer 
comes in many forms
WORDS BY CAHN TURNER, PHOTOGRAPHY BY HELEN OSLER

IN FOR THE
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Nissan. The Pajero 3.2L has a very reliable 
engine and a strong towing capacity at 
an affordable price – choosing the Paj 
meant I could spend more on aftermarket 
upgrades and still be close to the asking 
price for a Prado!” Previously Paul has 
owned an NL Pajero and knows that the 
Mitsubishi’s are a good package. “Don’t 

I
f you’ve ever been keen to pack up 
and hit the tracks for an extended 
holiday all over Australia, then clear 
your schedule  for the next half an 
hour and get stuck into this tough 

touring Pajero. From a couple who have 
‘been there and done that’ you’ll gain 
some real insights into the big lap and 
just what it takes to get off the beaten 
track – it’s not as hard, or expensive, as 
you think! Reliability, capability and a 
tough engine and drivetrain package 
are key and then it’s a matter of adding 
those little things that’ll make your 
journey a success. Paul Thompson and 
Helen Osler lived the dream for 18 solid 
months through 2013 and 2014 and their 
Pajero saw them through thick and thin. 
If you’ve ever picked up an issue of 
our sister publication, Camper Trailer 
Touring, then it’s a 4WD that you may be 
familiar with! 

“I purchased this 4WD new via a 
lease firm through work,” Paul tells us. 
“I was looking for a touring 4WD with a 
good towing capacity and a bit of power. 
A Prado was 15K more expensive and I 
wasn’t particularly fond of the three litre 

The 3.2L turbo diesel has 
proven itself to be a reliable 
engine over their 18 months 

touring the country

overlook the Pajero as an option for your 
big trip around Australia or even 4WDing 
in your back yard,” says Paul. “With some 
key extras this car will take you a long, 
long way and not break the bank. Anyone 
who mocks a Pajero has probably never 
had one and definitely hasn’t been to half 
the places this one has gone.”
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“WE DROVE THE GIBB RIVER ROAD, 
SIMPSON DESERT, CAPE YORK, TASSIE 

AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN”

Once he had decided on the Pajero, 
Paul set about making sure it was 
prepared for extended remote travel. An 
ARB Deluxe winch bar provides excellent 
protection from roos, as well as off-road 
obstacles and paired with a set of Bush 
Skinz steel sliders means that the Paj’s 
panels stay looking like they should. 
Bush Skinz gear also lines the bottom 
of Paul’s 4WD and he reckons they’ve 
protected the truck from serious damage. 
“The Paj has radiator, sump, transmission 
and transfer case protection,” Paul 
explains. “They’ve been incredibly 
valuable – on one occasion we hit the 
transmission guard so hard it moved the 
rear transmission mount up causing the 
electric high / low range switch to break 
and leave us in low 4WD for a long, long 
crawl back to a mechanic for repairs. 
They’ve definitely stood up to some 
serious real-world testing!”

The Pajero isn’t known for huge 
articulation with its fully independent 
front and rear suspension, but with the 
right modifications and upgrades it 
shouldn’t limit you on your big trips. Paul 
had ARB install an Old Man Emu 2in lift 
with Nitro Sport shocks and rear Poly Air 
Bags to help with heavy loads. “I’ve had 
OME gear on previous 4WDs and I was 
confident they would last the distance,” 
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Dual swing away tyre 

carrier and roof rack 

provide plenty of space

Paul reckons he 
didn’t get as many 
kays from the MTZs 
when compared to his 
previous set of tyres, the 
Cooper STT



Lifting wheels isn’t a problem 
with twin Air Lockers!

says Paul. “In the whole 75,000 kays we 
drove we only had one small issue where 
we had to replace a lower shock bushing 
– we’ve done some tough tracks and I 
feel that the suspension upgrades were 
a brilliant investment.” Eighteen months 
off-road is a tough test and Paul fitted a 
set of Cooper STT’s before their journey. 
“I started our trip on the STT’s and after a 
tough 45,000 kays the tread was wearing 
a little thin,” Paul explains. “At the time 
all we could find to replace them was a 
set of Mickey Thompson MTZ’s which 

lasted the next 30,000km and I’m now 
planning to replace the whole lot with 
STT’s again.” A set of ARB air lockers 
makes sure that power is sent to the 
ground and Paul says; “the Paj is always 
lifting wheels, so a lot of the time the 
lockers are used off-road. I love them!”

The 3.2 litre four cylinder turbo 
diesel in the Pajero is an evolution of the 
older 2.8 diesels but with the modern 
technology, Mitsubishi have extracted 
150Kw of power and 450Nm of torque. 
This Paj has a few more ponies under 

the bonnet now thanks to a couple of 
modifications, like a 3in stainless mandrel 
bent exhaust and Diesel Smart Module. 
“The Diesel Smart Module allows 
plenty of customisation by the driver,” 
says Paul. “We also installed a heavy 
duty Nomad Valve Body supplied by 
Wholesale Automatic Transmissions with 
Lock-Up Kit that means the transmission 
puts the power of the turbo diesel to 
good use and keeps it cooler. A 17x10in 
transmission cooler helps keep the temps 
down too and we even fitted a thermo 
fan and hooked it up into a switch on 
the dash for extreme situations.” A 
transmission temperature gauge, Scan 
Gauge, EGT and dual battery gauge have 
also been installed to keep an eye on 
everything so that Paul or Helen can spot 
issues before they become critical.

Planning to go off-road for remote 
travel means you need to be able to self-
recover and Paul and Helen made sure 
to kit out the Paj with plenty of recovery 
gear inside and out. A Kingone Avenger 
Mako 9500lb winch has been fitted to the 
front bar for sticky situations, and a set 
of Maxtrax are always ready for action. 
A full recovery kit, long handled shovel 
and chainsaw are also on hand. “We use 
HEMA maps loaded onto an iPad mini 

A snorkel is 
an absolutely 
necessary bit of 
gear for any big lap
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“THE MODIFICATIONS HAVE 
DEFINITELY STOOD UP TO SOME 

SERIOUS REAL-WORLD TESTING!”

CUSTOM 2011 MITSUBISHI PAJERO NT
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positioned in front of the passenger seat,” 
Paul says. “This has been one of the best 
investments we have made and makes us 
super confident when exploring. We also 
always have an Inmarsat satellite phone 
and SPOT GPS tracker for emergencies 
and a GME UHF and aerial is installed 
for short distance communications.” To 
ensure the Paj can go a long way between 
drinks, an LRA Australia 60L auxiliary 
fuel tank has been fitted under the rear.

The interior set up of the Paj has been 

custom made to house a whole lot of gear 
necessary for long touring trips. “The 
drawer system was designed by Tool Safe 
to store the Waeco 60L fridge as well as 
solar panels and a 50L water tank,” Paul 
tells us. “I also removed the back seat 
and built a shelf so we could put a space-
case in for storing the chain saw and 
other bits and pieces, if we don’t need 
the chainsaw we can throw the Maxtrax 
and compressor hoses on the shelf – it 
also means our dog has somewhere to 

Removing the rear 
seat means plenty 

more space for gear

VEHICLE
2011 Mitsubishi 

Pajero NT

ENGINE
3.2L turbo diesel 

inline 4

GEARBOX

5 speed automatic with 

heavy duty valve body 

and lock up converter

4WD ACTIVATION
Shift on the fly, auto 

locking hubs

FRONT 

SUSPENSION
Old Man Emu 2in lift

REAR 

SUSPENSION

Old Man Emu 2in 

leaf springs

TYRES
265/70R17 Mickey 

Thompson MTZ

WHEELS
Speedy Rim Chariot 

17x8

OTHER 

GOOD 

GEAR

ARB Air Lockers front 

and rear, Rhino rack 

with jerry holders, 

dual wheel carrier, 

extended fuel tank, HID 

spotlights, 400MM LED 

lightbar, SPOT GPS 

tracker, Inawise tyre 

pressure monitors, 

custom drawers, 60L 

Waeco, custom sliders 

and bash plates

TECH SPECS



THESE GUYS TRULY LIVED 
THE DREAM IN THEIR PAJ FOR 

18 SOLID MONTHS

CUSTOM 2011 MITSUBISHI PAJERO NT
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Custom rear drawer 
setup keeps touring 

gear safe and tidy

r 
g 
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For most of its time 

touring the country, 

Paul and Helen’s Paj was 

towing this Conqueror 

UAV camper trailer

CHECK OUT SOME OF PAUL 
AND HELEN’S TRAVELS!

Paul’s partner, Helen, has been a 
regular contributor to our sister 
publication Camper Trailer Touring for 
years now. To check out some of her 
and Paul’s experiences on their big lap, 
grab any copy of issues 59 to 75!
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sit!” The cargo barrier has been modified 
with some adapters for storing a fishing 
rod and torch and a pair of canvas seat 
organisers on the back of each seat keep 
the little things handy. 

Pajero roof rails are only rated to 
60kg so Paul installed a lightweight 
alloy Rhino roof rack for storing bulky 
items and extra fuel. “Because the roof 
isn’t rated for much weight we had a 
dual rear wheel carrier installed,” Paul 
tells us. “It has been a fantastic and 
necessary investment, and it means we 
don’t have to lift tyres far if we have 
to swap them – and we don’t need 
to worry about the extra weight of a 
spare on the roof. “Speaking of tyres,” 
Paul says. “The Paj has an Inawise 
tyre pressure monitoring system – 
which is a must for any trip like the 
one we undertook. They notified us 
of slow leaks a couple of times and 
were very useful for maintaining the 
tyre pressures on the many different 
surfaces we encountered.”

Paul and Helen have built a vehicle 
that is comfortable and capable and 
has meant they’ve ticked off many of 
their bucket list locations. “We drove 
the Gibb River Road, Simpson Desert, 
Cape York, Tassie and everything in 
between,” says Paul. “I feel like every 

modification we made was a must-
have for a trip this long and the fact 
we didn’t have any major problems 
really speaks to the quality of the Pajero 
and the work of Andrew Fardon at Off 
Road Equipment in Perth who helped 
with a lot of the build. Cheers!”  

The Paj had no 
trouble tackling 
the Cape



QUEENSLAND
BULLBARS
is a market leader in the design and manufacture
of automotive protection equipment for the
Australian and Overseas markets.

Ford F250/350

Airbag 
compatible
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Call us today for professionalism and awesome service – Fitting at your place or ours. 

 1800 773 093 FREE CALL
FOR YOUR NEAREST SUPPLIER...

TEL: (07) 3349 5422   •   Fax: (07) 3849 3060   •   26 Dividend Street, Mansfi eld, Brisbane, QLD 4122
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INCREASED  TOWING POWER

3 HOOPER STREET, WEST IPSWICH, QLD,4305

T: (07) 3812 0266
E: SALES@ SCOTTSRODS.COM.AU

4WD TURBO DIESEL BOLT ON KITS
Australian Made

Our 3” Mandrel Bent Systems increases exhaust gas flow 
resulting in increased low to mid range torque.  
This gives faster throttle responses and improves fuel economy.

 3” Performance Dump Pipe & Exhaust made on 
our CNC mandrel bender

 Kits include gaskets, nuts & bolts  
and fitment instructions.

 All exhausts are made in our  
workshop at West Ipswich

 Exhaust and Chip Packages  
delivered from just $2050
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DELIVERED AUSTRALIA WIDE FROM JUSTOM JUSTM JU

$810

T

er ffrr $$$22dedeellivivveerreed ffrroom jujusustst $2$202005050

INCREASED EFFICIENCY

www.scottsrods.com.au
Available for most 4x4 models, phone or email us for more details

Visit us on Facebook

TRADE 
ENQUIRIES WELCOME



PURPOSE BUILT FOR TURBO 

DIESELS AND towing USE

HI FLOW 
STAINLESS CAT 
AND MUFFLER 
(ON STAINLESS 
SYSTEMS)

STRENGTHENED 
HANGER MOUNTS

UNIQUE PIPE  
THROUGH 
FLANGE DESIGN 
FOR BETTER 
FITMENT AND 
GAS FLOW

INCLUDES 
FITTINGS FOR 
EXHAUST GAS 
TEMP AND 
OXYGEN SENSORS.

INCLUDES 
LARGE  
DIAMETER 
TURBO DUMP 
PIPE

Suits a  
wide range 
of models

UNLEASH  MORE 
POWER, TORQUE + FUEL ECONOMY 

PROUDLY 

AUSTRALIAN MADE 

WHY 
PAY UP TO

 $1500 
ELSEWHERE

WWW.DOMIN8REXHAUSTS.COM.AU      1800 883 964

409 STAINLESS STEEL
5YR WARRANTY

ONLY $795

ALUMINISED STEEL
3YR WARRANTY

ONLY $695
ELSE

 AUSTRALIA’S FASTEST GROWING EXHAUST BRAND!

Compare our specs 

with anyone’s!



We take a look at some of the most important parts 
to a functional engine: oils, coolants and fl uids
COMPILED BY OVERLANDER 4WD

WW t kk ll k t ff th t ii t t t
LIFEBLOOD
YOUR 4WD’S
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FEATURE OILS AND FLUIDS
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OILS AIN’T OILS
If you’ve ever wondered what the 
differences are between diff, engine 
and gearbox oil then you’re reading the 
right article. Engine oil is formulated 
using a mineral or synthetic base oil 
which is then mixed with a number of 
additives, such as detergents which are 
thrown in to clean the carbon and soot 
from the engine’s internal surfaces. 
Other additives may serve to give the 
oil adhesive qualities, so it sticks to the 
moving components of your engine. 
Without this, it would all return to the 
sump when the engine is stopped and 
the upper parts of the motor would 
not be adequately lubricated once it’s 
started back up signifi cantly increasing 
the rate of wear.

Other additives too are blended 

in to protect the oil from 
separating under high heat 
loads and for maintaining 
viscosity once the engine’s 
up to running temperature. 

Now the main difference in 
engine oils and diff, manual 
transmissions and transfer 
case oils is the viscosity, but 
they generally have different 
additives too.

This is mainly due to the fact that diffs 
and transmissions don’t run at the fi ne 
tolerances that engines do, so they only 
need a nice thick oil to lubricate them and 
act as a heat soak. Like engine oil, these 
have a number of additives to maintain 
viscosity, and also to keep the gear sets 
cleaner for longer. 

If your 4WD is equipped with a limited 
slip differential you will need to use 
a specially formulated diff oil that is 
designed to be spun off the internal 
clutch packs so that they can bind up and 
allow the axles to be turned. If you’ve got 
diff lockers fi tted, it’s not a bad idea to 
use limited-slip diff oil either, although 
most locker manufacturers will specify 
the right oil to be used with their product.

If your 4WD is equipped with a limited

W
hen you think 
about it, the fluids 
in our engines, 
driveline and 
cooling systems are 

the lifeblood of our 4WDs. Without 
them we wouldn’t be going more 
than a few metres before something 
catastrophic happened. 

As we know, the mechanical 

components of our trucks are made 
up of hundreds of moving parts. 
Things like gears, linkages, rods, 
bearings, cams, valves and pistons 
all operate at high speeds while the 
engine is running, and if they were 
allowed to move with no lu brication 
the metal-on-metal contact would 
build up a lot of heat and cause a lot 
of wear very quickly.

Fluids aren’t just for lubrication 
duties, however. They’re also used 
extensively throughout your vehicle 
as cooling agents and for hydraulic 
capacities such as in automatic 
transmissions and braking systems. 

We’ve put together a comprehensive 
guide to oils and fluids to answer all of 
your questions, and find out just how 
important they really are.
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OIL VISCOSITIES
Viscosity is essentially the oil’s ability 
to flow. So the lower the number 
the thinner the oil, the higher, the 
thicker it is. 

Breaking it down, an oil with 10W30 
on the label means the following: the 
10W signifi es that the oil is of low 
viscosity when it’s measured at winter-
grade (which is what the W stands 
for). As the engine heats up and the 
tolerances between mechanical parts 
open up a little, the oil is allowed to 
reach a higher viscosity (thicker) as it 
offers better lubrication and inhibits 
wear and tear more effectively. This is 
what the additives do, they ensure the 
oil runs at a lower viscosity at colder 
temperatures, when the engine is fi rst 
fi red up so that it can be quickly and 
easily pumped through to every internal 
area, and then thicken up as things 
warm up for better lubrication and 
more effi cient heat absorption.

WITHOUT THESE FLUIDS 
YOUR 4WD WON’T GO MORE 

THAN A FEW METRES 
BEFORE SOMETHING 

CATASTROPHIC HAPPENS

COOLANTS
Automotive coolant is a solution of 

chemicals that is mixed with water to 
control the operating temperature of 
a vehicle by transferring the heat from 
the moving parts, via the fl uid, out of the 
radiator. On top of that, it’s also designed to 
ward against internal corrosion thanks to 
additives called inhibitors.

There are two main types of coolant – 
type A and type B. 

Type-A coolants feature anti-freeze and 

anti-boil agents, such as Ethylene Glycol 
or Propylene Glycol that raise the boiling 
point and lower the freezing temperatures 
of the fl uid. While these will never lose 
their anti-freeze and anti-boil properties 
the inhibitors can deplete over time and 
the fl uid will need to be fl ushed out and 
swapped for fresh stuff. Type-B coolants 
don’t have these anti-freeze and anti-boil 
additives and essentially are just water 
mixed with inhibitors. 
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METAL-ON-METAL CONTACT BUILDS 
UP A LOT OF HEAT AND CAUSES A LOT 

OF WEAR VERY QUICKLY

POWER STEERING & AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION FLUID
Automatic transmission fl uid (ATF) has 
triple roles. It’s designed to lubricate 
the internal servos, gearsets and 
valves found in an auto box, but it also 
acts as a hydraulic fl uid to operate the 
internal mechanisms. It’s third job is to 
serve as a heat dissipater, and as with 
engine oil ATF has a host of additives, 
many of which are there to prevent 
heat damage. As the torque converter 
is spun up by the engine’s crankshaft 
output, it rotates the ATF to provide 
drive. This also generates a lot of heat, 
especially when under load, such as 
when towing, driving on sand or on long 
uphill sections. If you do a lot of high-

load driving, fi t an external ATF cooler 
and change the fl uid and transmission 
fi lter regularly.

Power steering 
fl uid is essentially the 
same thing as ATF, 
designed to lubricate, 
act as a hydraulic fl uid 
and dissipate heat 
effectively. While most 
4WD steering systems 
will not need regular 
power steering fl uid 
changes, fi tting larger 
tyres and pushing 
bigger vehicle weights 

can take its toll, and service intervals may 
have to be shortened.
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BRAKE & 
CLUTCH FLUID
Brake and clutch fl uids are different 
to oils in that they are not designed 
as a lubricant. Instead they are a 
non-compressible hydraulic fl uid 
made from glycols, similar to 
those found in radiator coolant. It’s 
designed to move cylinders when the 
corresponding pedal is pushed. While 
brake and clutch fl uid is about as low 
maintenance as it gets, it is worth 
changing out for fresh stuff every 
couple of years or before a big trip, 
sooner if it’s discoloured or there’s a 
burnt smell coming from it.

STOP SMOKE

RADIATOR STOP-LEAK ENGINE STOP LEAK

FUEL SYSTEM CLEANER

OCTANE/CETANE BOOSTERS

If an engine is blowing excess smoke from the exhaust, there’s a 
chance it could be from worn oil rings or valve stem seals (along 
with a host of other reasons) which are allowing oil from the 
sump to be introduced to the combustion chamber and partially 
burned with the fuel/air mixture, resulting in thick smoke. Stop-
smoke additives introduce a thickening agent to the oil which 
essentially increases its viscosity, making it more diffi cult for it 
to leak through the gaps in the seals. Some additives also leave 
a polymer resin to fi ll the gaps. 

When you spring a leak in your radiator core or cooling 
system in general, pouring in a bottle of leak stopping 
compound can get you back on track quickly. They generally 
have a fi bre base that reacts with the leaking area to solidify 
and seal her up. It’s worth noting that these should not be 
considered a permanent fi x, more a means of getting out of 
trouble on the tracks. Once you’re back in civilisation you’ll 
need to get the problem rectifi ed properly.

When your engine’s seals weaken over time, they’ll tend to 
let oil seep out, coating your engine, driveway, underbonnet 
or all three in black gold. Many of these are elastomer type 
seals which can become hard and lose its elasticity and 
sealing capability. They can be diffi cult to quickly or easily 
replace so by adding an engine leak prevention compound, 
the additives react with the seal material and allow it to 
regain its elasticity and swell slightly to reseal the leak. 
Once again, proper replacement seals should be installed 
as soon as it’s practical

As we’ve established, carbon build-up can happen in many 
places throughout your engine, including the fuel injectors. 
By adding a fuel system cleaner, which have detergents 
and other chemicals tha serve to break down the carbon 
deposits, you’re effectively cleaning the injectors and 
allowing them to function at full capacity. Diesel fuel has 
also been known to form algae while in the tank which 
diesel fuel cleaners can help ward against.

A fuel’s combustion quality is largely determined by its octane 
requirement (petrol) or its cetane number (diesel). These 
boosters are meant to increase the burn effi ciency of the fuel, 
purportedly resulting in more power, a more complete ignition 
of the fuel and increased engine effi ciency

POUR-IN FUEL AND OIL ADDITIVES 
AND WHAT THEY DO
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NEW VEHICLE D-MAX VS MU-X OFF-ROAD TOW TEST

With the same engine and the same basic design, 

we pit the D-MAX dual-cab against the 7-seater 

MU-X in the ultimate off-road Isuzu tow test
 WORDS BY TRAVIS ANNABEL, PHOTOS BY WES WHITWORTH

TOWING
THE LINE



T
here’s a bit of an argument 
these days doing the rounds 
about what makes a better 
tow vehicle: utes, or wagons? 
To that end, we decided to 

grab a couple of Isuzu’s to answer it. 
Why Isuzu? Simple – both the MU-X 
7-seat wagon and the D-MAX dual-cab 
share a basic design, gearbox and turbo-
diesel engine, which meant we could 
focus more on the differences in handling, 
performance, comfort and reliability that 
wagons and utes inherently possess as 

off-road tow vehicles.
The biggest point of difference between 

the D-MAX and the MU-X when it comes 
to towing is the fact that the D-MAX 
features a 3.5t braked towing capacity 
compared to the MU-X’s 3t capacity. 
Unless you’re planning to tow a whopper 
of a van around the country, then that 
difference is probably not going to cause 
too much concern, as you probably 
wouldn’t be doing much off-road driving 
with a van that big. As our test was based 
purely on off-road towing, we chose to 

tow similar and light-weight soft-floor 
camper trailers; something you’d more 
typically see along an Aussie 4WD track.

Our test took us up through the 
tiny town of Nundle in NSW’s New 
England region, through Barrington 
Tops and the off-road mecca of 
Bulahdelah before heading out to the 
beach at Mungo Brush. We encountered 
sections of high-speed dirt, low-range 
hills and ruts, washouts, river and 
creek crossings and soft-sand. 

Here’s how each vehicle performed.
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THERE’S NO ARGUING 
THAT THESE TWO 4WDS 

ARE SIMILAR IN BOTH 
LOOKS AND OFF-ROAD 

PERFORMANCE

NEW VEHICLE D-MAX VS MU-X OFF-ROAD TOW TEST
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THE TEST
In most of the varying terrain that we 
tested these Isuzu’s in, both the engine 
and the gearbox performed well, offering 
plenty of pull, and no lack of power or 
torque, even with the trailers attached. 
No surprise, really, as they share the 
same engine and gearbox. Fuel economy 
was comparable between the two, and 
average of between 13-14L/100km on 
average for our trip.
Where the differences in handling and 
performance became apparent was in 
the suspension, and that’s probably no 
surprise either. The D-MAX, with its leaf-
sprung solid-axle rear held the weight 
of the trailer well – in fact, having a bit 
of weight in the back meant that the ute 
didn’t bounce around as much as it does 

without. The multi-link, coil sprung setup 
of the MU-X handled the weight well 
too; it remained level in the rear with no 
discernible suspension sag, although this 
would change the more weight you’re 
adding to the rear. That being said, coils 
were never going to handle the weight as 
well as leafs would. Both of these vehicles 
have notoriously soft suspension when 
not towing, meaning they bounce around 
on the road a bit – however, take them off-
road, and the softer suspension provides 
added flex and articulation, with all four 
wheels sticking to the ground easier than 
something with stiffer suspension. Hook 
up a trailer, and things change a bit. The 
result of D-MAX’s leaf springs handling 
the weight of the trailer better meant 

With the softer coil springs 
on in the rear, the MU-X was 
more comfortable, but less 
cable over rugged terrain

that when encountering rugged terrain, 
such as ruts or rocks, it maintained more 
traction than the coil-sprung MU-X, thus 
was more inclined to tackle difficult or 
technical terrain with ease.
Moving from bush terrain to coastal 
terrain, when on the sand, we found that 
the springiness of the MU-X actually 
proved to be an asset. The beach at 
Mungo Brush was quite soft at the time 
we were there, and there was no shortage 
of bogged 4WD’s along its length. The 
MU-X seemed more capable of simply 
gliding over the top of the sand, and was 
less inclined to dig in at the rear than the 
D-MAX. Indeed, the wagon’s suspension 
made it feel lighter on the beach than the 
dual-cab, which surprised us considering 
the tare weight of the MU-X is actually 
60kg more than that of the D-MAX.
Comfort wise, the MU-X seemed the more 
comfortable of the two, and it’s easy to 
chalk this up, again, to the suspension. 
Over pot-holed dirt roads and rugged 
terrain, the coil springs of the wagon 
lessened the shock when compared to 
the rigidness of the leaf springs in the 
D-MAX. Hitch up a heavier trailer or 
throw in a few passengers, however, and 
this could conceivably change.



IT’S NO SECRET THAT ISUZU HAVE 
FOCUSED LARGELY ON THE OFF-

ROAD MARKET WHEN IT COMES TO 
BOTH THE D-MAX AND THE MU-X

It’s almost the case that the 
D-MAX performs better off-
road with a trailer attached

On the beach, the MU-X 
seemed to glide over the 

sand and was less inclined 
to dig in at the rear
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The engine and gearbox 
in both the MU-X and the 

D-MAX performed solidly 
throughout the test

It’s no secret that Isuzu have focused largely 
on the off-road market when it comes to 
both the D-MAX and the MU-X. Both are 
solid performers off the blacktop, and the 
complaints that some people have with 
them when driving on the road disappear 
when on the dirt. This doesn’t change when 
you hitch up a trailer to them.

In all, it’s fair to say that the D-MAX is 
a better performer when towing off-road. 
The simple fact is that the leaf springs 
in the rear hold the weight better – as 

well they should, because that’s what 
they’re designed for. The suspension in 
the D-MAX ensured that the wheels had 
ample traction in rugged terrain when 
compared to the MU-X.

That being said, on the beach it was 
the opposite. Where the bouncier coil 
springs of the MU-X meant that the 
wagon floated over soft sand, even with 
the trailer attached, the rigidity of the 
leaf springs in the D-MAX meant that 
the rear wheels were more inclined to 

dig in and bring forward momentum 
to a halt. The springier suspension also 
meant that the MU-X absorbed the shock 
of rugged terrain better, making it a more 
comfortable option off-road.

There’s no arguing that these two 
4WDs are similar in both looks and off-
road performance, so what works best for 
you is more likely to come down to other 
factors such as how many passengers 
you’re likely to carry, or how much 
storage space in the rear you need.  

ENGINE
3.0L 4-cylinder 

intercooled turbo-diesel

GEARBOX

5-speed auto with 

sequential sports mode 

(Optional)

SUSPENSION

Front and rear coils 

springs with gas-filled 

shocks

TARE WEIGHT 1985kg

BRAKED TOWING 

CAPACITY
3000kg

PRICE Starting from $40,500

RUNDOWN
2015 ISUZU MU-X

ENGINE
3.0L 4-cylinder 

intercooled turbo-diesel

GEARBOX

5-speed auto with 

sequential sports mode 

(Optional)

SUSPENSION

Coil springs with gas-

filled shocks in the front, 

over-slung leaf springs in 

the rear

TARE WEIGHT 1925kg

BRAKED TOWING 

CAPACITY
3500kg

PRICE
Starting from $42,000 

(Dual-cab 4WD models)

RUNDOWN
2015 ISUZU D-MAX
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SKORCHED 4’S LIFT KITS are designed with the 

4 Wheel Drivers and Tourers in mind.

A lift of up to 50mm (depending on application) 

increases approach, departure and ramp-over 

angle clearance to climb over all obstacles and 

get you to your destination safely.

All kits are comprised of superior quality 

components giving you peace of mind and 

superior 4 wheel driving and touring experiences.

Depending on your vehicle application, we supply 

high quality KYB struts and shock absorbers, 

leaf springs, greaseable shackles, U bolts, caster 

correction bushes and trim packers.

Everything you need to lift your vehicle safely and 

correctly is included.

For more information contact KYB today
1300 55 40 59  |  www.kyb.com.au Toyota Hi-Lux KUN26R / GGN25R

J000070A



Aside from the substantial 
financial outlay, there’s the 
thought that after finally 
getting a vehicle to a state 

that’s near perfect, you’re about to throw 
away all that work and start from scratch. 
And so it was in my case. After twelve years 
driving what ended up being a pretty unique 
105-series, the move to a bog-standard 
vehicle seemed in many ways to be a step 
backwards, despite the huge advances in 
general technology and driving dynamics 
that come with a modern vehicle.

But needs change. Instead of hard-core 

4WDing weekends, I’m now far more likely 
to hook up the camper-trailer, herd the family 
together and head out for a camping weekend, 
or better yet, a long distance outback trip. 
The rest of the time, the 4WD becomes a daily 
drive, getting us to work and the kids to 
school. Like it or not, the fact is that a very tall, 
heavily modified, 12-year-old manual 4WD 
is far from ideal when the duties include city 
traffic and entering shopping centre carparks!

So the search began for a vehicle that could 
replace my trusty 105 and my dear wife’s 
Territory. Something capable of 4WDing 
weekends and a Simpson crossing, but also of 

performing the daily grind.
There’s no shortage of vehicles that tick 

those boxes, at least on paper. I started out 
looking at everything from dual-cab utes to 
smaller wagons. While the price and space 
of the utes was appealing, a couple of test 
drives was enough to convince me that they’re 
still trucks underneath, and I’m not really 
convinced about the long-term durability of 
heavy towing and touring with a small diesel 
doing the work.

My short list came down to one that’s 
probably very common for this market: Patrol, 
Prado or Land Cruiser.

In this new regular column, Jamie Benaud from 
AustralianImages.com.au takes us through the build-up 

of his project vehicle, a 200 Series LandCruiser
WORDS  AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMIE BENAUD, AUSTRALIANIMAGES.COM.AU

THE INCEPTION OF

Just the ticket for a growing family: 
A twin-turbo diesel V8 LandCruiser!

PROJECT 200
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It’s amazing to discover that Nissan’s 
new Patrol doesn’t even offer a turbo-diesel 
option. I can’t fathom such an omission, 
especially when they’ve got the Navara/
Pathfinder’s excellent V6 sitting in the parts 
bin. Meanwhile, the trusty GU is still available, 
but the body and dynamics are just too old 
and the diesel too small. Scratch the Patrols.

The Prado is a very nice mid-size wagon, 
but smaller than I’d like and the 4-cylinder 
engine isn’t appealing. Still at the Toyota 
dealer, I started looking pretty hard at 
the 76-series wagon. Unfortunately it was 
missing basic safety features like ABS and 
airbags, which I consider essential in a 
modern vehicle. Toyota has since dragged the 
76 into the present by adding these features, 
but the upgrade came too late for me.

Which left me with the Land Cruiser 
200 series: Plenty of room, excellent towing 

Want to know more about why Jamie 
chose a 200 Series? Scan the QR code 
to visit www.project200.com.au!

FIND OUT MORE!

The 76 is a nice truck. But the 
manual ‘box and lack of safety 
gear put it out of contention

The bulletproof chassis and all-coil 
suspension of the GU patrol are big plusses, 
but the dynamics and engines let it down

capacity, a beautiful twin-turbo 
diesel V8 and, unfortunately, a 
price tag to suit. 

Yep, these things are expensive. 
But the pain can be reduced 
substantially with some heavy 
haggling, or better yet grabbing 
an ex-demonstrator. Never pay list 
price for a Land Cruiser!

With the 200 finally in the 
garage, it’s time for the hard 
work to begin. Each month in 
Overlander, I’ll cover a major step 
in turning a standard 200 into a 
true outback tourer.  

The Prado was a little small, with 
an insufficient towing capacity

Don’t miss 
next issue where Jamie gets stuck 
into modifying 
the big 200!
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What do you mean 

there’s no diesel?



CHOOSE ANY 10 DVDs 
FOR ONLY $49.90

Includes FREE Snatch Strap
(incl. FREE P&H) 

(incl. FREE P&H) 
Includes FREE Kwiky Tyre Deflator

CHOOSE ANY 5 DVDs 
FOR ONLY $29.90

Includes FREE Snatch Strap
(incl. FREE P&H) 

(incl. FREE P&H) 
Includes FREE Kwiky Tyre Deflator

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST AND BEST 
ONLINE DVD LIBRARY

SAVE
$74

SAVE
$37.55

BUY ONLINE AT WWW.4WDACTION.COM.AU/DIGITAL-MAGS

SPECIAL READER OFFERS!

WORTH

$59

WORTH

$35

• Find the 4WD Action DVDs you’re missing

• Going to the Cape, Kimberley, Tassie or  
anywhere on your bucket list? Plan your  
next trip with our expert advice & tips

• Enjoy Australia’s best 4WD adventures, anytime!

WATCH 
ALMOST 100 

4WD ACTION 

DVDS ON ANY 
DEVICE IN 

HD!

OVER 1 DECADE OF 4WD ADVENTURES ONLINE NOW

SAV
$7

WORTHWORTH

$59$



and much more
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Vic Widman has been in the business of 4WD 
driver training and leading 4WD tag-along 
tours for over 30 years. Vic has trained in 
excess of 20,000 people in the art of 4WDing 
and provides corporate 4WD training to many 
of the country’s leading commercial and 
government organisations. 

One of the things that I really 
like about 4WD touring is the 
amazing locations you get to 
see. Australia is an absolutely 

stunning place, from its vast outback plains 
to its rugged back bone known as the Great 
Divide. Driving in the outback you can see 
for miles and the moving picture through the 
windscreen is one of mile upon mile of bright 
blue sky and red earth. On our mountain 
tracks your focus is far more concentrated on 
the immediate ground in front, you get to see 
virtually every rock, shrub and tree as you 
twist and wind around the hill sides.

In the outback you can see approaching 
vehicles well in advance, if their dust cloud 
doesn’t give their presence away its rare not to 
have a few hundred metres visibility allowing 
you plenty of time to back off the loud pedal, 
plan your departure from the centre line of 
the gravel road or even to stop to allow the 
oncoming road train to pass without incident.

But on our tight and twisting roads that 
are so common in our more hillier terrain 
we simply are not afforded the privilege 
of far sight. Some of our good, shall I call 
them 2WD, unsealed roads are in fact just a 
few metres wide. Yes we can still travel at a 
moderate speed, say for example 40-60kph 
but we need to be forever on the alert for an 
approaching vehicle. 

A couple of recent incidents (this has been 
something I have experienced for all of my 44 
years of driving life) made me wonder why 
people are so stupid, inconsiderate or just 
plain rude. If anyone knows the McKillops 
Bridge road leading from the high plains of 
Wulgulmerang down to the Snowy River you 
will know this is a road that demands caution. 
At times it is only one lane wide, balanced 
on the edge of an almost vertical drop for 
hundreds of feet into the Snowy River Valley. 
So when I met the fellow in his LandCruiser 
Trayback with trailer on the back who was 
driving at high speed on one of the road’s 
blind corners I knew there was nowhere to go. 

Fortunately my own speed was such 

Driver caution is something that seems to 
be sorely lacking in this day and age

that I just hit the brake and stopped dead 
with a slight tug on the steering to the left to 
squeeze up against the earth embankment. 
He flew past, just millimetres off the side of 
my Cruiser, I actually braced for the impact. 
How he missed me I really have no idea and 
I’m sure it had nothing to do with driver skill 
because he had already clearly demonstrated 
he had none. But what followed proved this 
beyond doubt. 

It’s a fair bet that if you come across me on 
a quiet track somewhere that I will be leading a 
group of 4WDers on a trip; you see, that is what 
I do, lead tag-along tours. So there will always 
be more 4WDs behind me. The comments over 
the UHF radio from my following companions 
proved that this numb nut was a slow learner. 
He hadn’t backed off or moved over from the 
centre of the road at all.

I met another guy towing a caravan doing 
the same thing just a few weeks before on 
another narrow country road, this time if I 
hadn’t placed the FJ Cruiser literally up the 
embankment to avoid him well, I know both 
of our days would have been ruined. 

I learned a while ago when driving on 
narrow country roads you should always drive 
at a speed that you can stop within the length 

of the road you can see. I also know that if 
there is an approaching vehicle around that 
blind corner, that length of vision you have is 
dramatically decreasing and hence you need 
to drive even more defensively. I wonder how 
many of our readers have actually had some 
idiot drive into them on a narrow track because 
the bloke was simply a numb nut?

Vic Widman

EXPERT ADVICE VIC WIDMAN

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY VIC WIDMAN

DRIVE
DEFENSIVELY



The only water detection system designed
for Common Rail Diesels

AUDIO 
VISUAL 
ALARM

LIFE TIMEWARRANTY

Comes with everything required to  t the unit
to your vehicle including full instructions

Good looking, robust powder coated steel bracket 
kits to  t a wide range of current diesel vehicles.

Keeping your diesel fuel free from 
water and other contamination is 

fundamental to ensuring the life of
the engine in your equipment

Responsive Engineering Australia
Tel: (02) 6280 4334    Fax: (02) 6280 0179

Email: responsiveengineering@bigpond.com

www.waterindiesel.com.au OL40_01



Once upon a time you could 
buy an old 4WD with a bit 
of a miss and rattle in the 
injectors, bring it home, 
pull it apart and more than 

likely you could have it running like a dream 
at your own hands. Sadly those days have 
changed dramatically.

Recently we had a 4WD towed into our 
workshop with an issue.

This was no ordinary problem as the owner 
had tried to work on the injectors in his 
common-rail engine, the issue being that the 
owner had removed his injectors and couldn’t 
get it running again. He had polished the 
injector needles and tried getting them back 
together again. Worse still he had been doing 
this work in his driveway out of a couple of ice 
cream containers. What started off as a simple 
‘pull out the injectors and clean the needles’ 
had turned into an expensive nightmare for 
him. Probably lucky that he couldn’t get 
things back together again preventing further 
damage to other things like his engine. If he 

Why common-rail injectors are making DIY 
servicing a thing of the past

WORDS BY ANDREW LEIMROTH, PHOTOS BY OVERLANDER 4WD

had gotten these back together and somehow 
been lucky enough for the engine to start it 
could have created an engine failure from 
incorrectly operating injectors.

In the end we had to install four new 
complete injectors and we recoded these new 
injectors to match the vehicle’s computer.

Whilst common-rail injectors can be 
serviced by diesel experts, the success rate 
and service life of this is still questionable. 
When things have been pulled apart and bits 
are missing it’s even worse. For now, we still 
state that generally a modern common-rail 
diesel injector lasts a few hundred thousand 
kilometres (excluding some problem model 
engines that are quite prominent out there) 
and so when they are due we want them 
to last at least the same if not more time/
distance. For more help when deciding what 
to do with your next injection system service 
contact your diesel expert for advice.

SERVICING INJECTORS

PH: (02) 4877 1256
W: www.berrimadiesel.com.au

BERRIMA DIESEL 
SERVICES

CONTACT

Berrima Diesel Services is a family 
owned and operated business and is 
regarded as Australia’s premier 4WD 
diesel and turbo centre. Its owners 
Reinhard and Andrew Leimroth are 
considered the original “diesel gurus” 
specialising in the black art of diesel 
fuel injection. They’re recognised 
world-wide amongst the 4WD 
community for their unique skills.

s
WW

In this all-new 

regular column, diesel 

expert Andrew Leimroth 

from Berrima Diesel 

Services discusses 

eve rything you need to 

know about modern 

diesel engines
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30 July - 3 August 2015
Darling Harbour & Glebe Island

It’s where the magic happens
Immerse yourself into boating

SydneyBoatShow.com.au

Proudly
owned & 
organised by

Partner 
in Safety

Follow usMembers of

EDUCATION  |  ENTERTAINMENT  |  KNOWLEDGE  |  INSPIRATION

NEW DENIM RANGE
SEAT COVERS
BRED FOR STRENGTH

BLACKDUCK.COM.AU1800 803 825

The new Black Duck Denim range is a 
heavy duty high quality fabric providing;

• 100% protection from dust and dirt

• Black Duck superior fit and quality

• Extra comfort with durability 
and protection

• Air Bag compatibility 

• Water proof membrane 

• UV protection



SUSPENSION STUFF
Ph 1300 048 991
W www.suspensionstuff.com.au

CONTACT

Independent suspension; it’s the way of the 
future. And for good reason, too. Independent 
suspension offers excellent handling 
characteristics, and with the right mods, can 
perform as well as any with a trailer in tow. 

Knowing what makes your suspension tick 
is the secret to maximising its performance, so 
before you get into the thick of any upgrades, 
it’s worth understanding the basics of each 
setup so you can then make an educated 
decision and maximise the results.

There are two main types of independent 
springs; coil springs and torsion bars. Torsion 
bars are, as they sound, long straight bars 
made from spring steel and they’re usually 
only used in the front of a vehicle.

Given their design, there’s no such thing 
as a ‘raised’ torsion bar, however thicker, 
heavy duty bars are often available. Vehicles 
fitted with these springs can be wound up by 
cranking up the adjusting nut at the chassis 
end of the bar.

While some 4WDs are still fitted with torsion 
bars, most are now being released with coil 
springs all round. A coil spring works using the 
same twisting principles, only the spring steel 
rods are wound into a number of coils. Varying 

Get better performance and handling by understanding 
how your modern 4WD’s suspension works

EXPLAINED
WORDS BY BRAD GREEN, PHOTOGRAPHY BY OVERLANDER 4WD

how tightly the coils are wound and the 
thickness of the steel used changes the stiffness 
and load carrying ability of the spring.

The majority of independently sprung 
4WDs, particularly late model vehicles, run a 
double wishbone suspension configuration.

This refers to the design of the controlling 
arms and means there is an upper and 
lower U-shaped arm (which look similar to 
wishbones) that locates each wheel.

A large number of modern coil sprung 
4WDs also run what’s referred to as ‘coilover’ 
suspension. Coil-overs are usually made up 
of a small diameter coil spring wrapped over 
a shock absorber. This setup is commonly 
referred to as a ‘strut’ assembly.

The ‘Macpherson strut’ system differs 
slightly to most standard coil-overs, in that 
it does away with conventional top control 
arm and uses the strut itself to locate the 
suspension. The strut incorporates a bearing 
assembly in the top mount to allow it to pivot 
when the steering wheel is turned.

This gives the steering system its pivot 
point, which is the main difference between 
struts and standalone coil-overs.

Constant velocity joints (CV joints) are 

INDEPENDENT 
SUSPENSION

the most vulnerable component in the 
majority of IFS setups. The CV joint’s job is 
to allow movement for both steering and 
suspension articulation. At full lock, or with 
the suspension maxed out, the CV joints is at 
its weakest and can bind up and shatter, often 
cracking in the thinner outer edges of the joint 
itself. The straighter you can keep your CV 
angles, the longer they’ll last.

Bump stops are fitted to the controlling 
arms to limit the amount of up and down 
travel, and therefore the severity of angle the 
CVs are placed under. If you decide to raise 
your independent 4WD, the bump stops will 
often need to be relocated or extended to 
avoid over stressing any of the suspension 
and driveline components. It’s much better to 
limit suspension travel by a couple of inches 
than have to replace CVs or bent shocks after 
hitting a pothole at speed.

Because we all have different needs, the 
only real way to get the most out of your 
4WD’s suspension is to speak to a suspension 
specialist who can tailor a package to suit you, 
your 4WD and your specific needs.

Get it right, and your tow rig will be able to 
tackle anything you point it at - get it wrong, 
and it could cost you dearly. 
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Further information & availability

1800 683 577
milford-auto.com

M
IL

06
03Backed by our Nationwide Technical Assistance  and Lifetime Replacement Warranty*

Milford ECS Tow Bar Wiring Harness kits are the simplest, 
most convenient and complete tow bar wiring system on the 
market. Each individually boxed part is purposefully designed 
with a specific vehicle or range of vehicles in mind. 
Every Milford ECS tow bar wiring harness kit guarantees 
absolute satisfaction by seamlessly integrating the latest 
OE vehicle technology with the highest level of wiring 
performance and installation ease available!

Milford 
Australia’s premium range 
of ultra-safe Cargo Barriers, 
heavy-duty Tow Bars / Wiring 
Kits & commercial Roof Racks.

*Conditions apply. See website for details.

Quality 
ISO 9001

Environment
ISO 14001

Automotive
TS 16949

Behind you all the way!

Milford Towbars provide proven 
safety, rugged performance, good 
looks and the maximum level of 
competitive value. 
Manufactured to exacting 
specifications using the highest 
quality materials to deliver serious 
pulling power.

The World’s Best Rust Proofing System!
Only CouplerTec has been tried, tested, and proven to work!  

The World’s Best Internationally Patented System! 
  Don’t settle for anything less! 

Trusted by Government Departments, Mining Industry Giants, 
Surf Clubs, and thousands of 4WD enthusiasts!

TrustTrustT

Free Call 1800 No Rust
Free Call 1800 66 78 78
www.CouplerTec.com.au
facebook.com/couplertec.rustproofing

750,000+ Couplertec systems 
sold throughout the world!

s, s

Tried. Tested. Proven.
Guaranteed to Protect
against Rust and Corrosion

Helps Save Money on
Vehicle Maintenance Costs

Helps keep paint work
shiny and like new

GuaGuaranranteeteed td to Protect
against Rust and Cd Corro osionn

International
Patents ApprovedPatents ApprovedPatPat tent As Approvedd

Easy to Transfer from
Vehicle to Vehicle

p y
Vehicle Maintenancce Ce CostsV

HelHelpsps keekeep pp paiint workwork

n

Simple and Easy
to Install

ononnnnnnn

facfaceboebookok.comcom/co/coupluplertertecec.rusrustprtproofoofinginggg

Insist on CouplerTec at your closest 4WD accessory store

the world!

Tried. Tested. Proven. Helps Save Moneoney oy onH



Got a question you want to ask 
John? He’s always keen to help! 
Email him at john@getabout.edu.au.

GETABOUT TRAINING SERVICES
PH: (02) 8822 5666
W: www.getabout.edu.au

CONTACT

Overloading your 4WD is an all-too 
common occurrence, but do you truly 

know how it affects your 4WD?

WEIGHT AND YOUR 4WD

WORDS BY JOHN EGGENHUIZEN, PHOTOS BY OVERLANDER 4WD

EXPERT ADVICE GETABOUT TRAINING SERVICES
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O
ne of the largest 
considerations that relate 
to safely driving a 4WD 
on big trips is weight. 
Other than mechanical 

failure, nothing can adversely affect the 
driveability of your vehicle as much 
as overloading or distributing weight 
incorrectly can. Also, in addition to how 
weight can affect safety while driving, 
there’s also wear and tear considerations 
to be made, as well as potential damage 
that can be caused by overloading.

HOW WEIGHT AFFECTS 
DRIVEABILITY
When it comes to corrugations, slightly 
lower pressures than normal off-road will 
help cushion the pounding a bit more, 
but you do need to be careful not to go 
too low or travel too fast so that the tyre 
overheat. A good starting point for a 
fully-loaded vehicle at touring speeds is 
about 28psi. The 4psi rule will help you 
get the right pressure for the load and 
speed you are travelling at.

HOW WEIGHT CAN 
CAUSE WEAR AND 
TEAR TO YOUR 4WD
Essentially, when you load up a 4WD, the 
additional weight if placed incorrectly can 
significantly alter your 4WD’s centre-of-
gravity, which in turn makes the vehicle 
less stable. For instance, placing weight 
up high such as on a roof rack means your 
4WD will become more top-heavy, and will 
reduce the lateral angles (side to side) at 
which your 4WD can safely drive without 
rolling, and the speed at which you can 
safely corner. The best way to ensure that 
driveability isn’t compromised is to make 
sure you store your weight as close to 
the vehicle’s unladen centre-of-gravity as 
possible, which is generally low-down, 
for example in the rear cargo section of a 
wagon or the tray of a ute. There are plenty 
of aftermarket accessories that can help to 
ensure the weight you carry doesn’t overly 
affect your vehicle’s driveability. The 
perfect example is fuel storage. When you 
carry fuel in jerry cans, many people will 
load them onto a roof rack. In fact, I’ve seen 
as many as five full jerry cans loaded up 
on a roof, which is well in excess of 100kg, 
which I might also add is more weight than 
what the rack and vehicle’s roof is rated 
to take. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to 
see how 100kg+ of weight that high up can 
affect handling. A much better option is to 
install a long-range or sub-fuel tank, which 
are installed under your 4WD. This keeps 
the weight and the centre-of-gravity low, 
meaning handling won’t suffer.

PREPARE FOR IT
The second consideration to overloading 
your 4WD is how the extra weight affects 
components such as suspension, bushes 
and even the engine. The more weight you 
load, the more stress your suspension and 
bushes are placed under. Likewise, the 
heavier the vehicle, the harder the engine 
needs to work to maintain momentum. 
Poor weight distribution can also lead to 
inconsistent wear in components such 
as suspension, bushes and your tyres. 
For example, if you load the majority of 
your heavy gear on the driver’s side of 
your 4WD, and all the lighter gear on 
the passenger side, then you’re loading 
up the components down just one side. 
In this event, it’s not uncommon to be 
able to actually see the vehicle leaning 
to one side. Simply put, more weight on 
the components of one side of the vehicle 
means that those components will wear 
faster than the ones carrying less weight.

Another thing to consider, is how 
overloading your roof rack can cause 
damage. Most 4WD’s roofs are actually only 
rated to hold a total of 100kg (some have a 
bit more, while some have a considerable 
amount less – make sure you check this with 
your 4WD’s manufacturer!), which includes 
the weight of the roof rack itself, which 
in the case of a steel roof cage can often 
weight in excess of 20kg. That doesn’t leave 
you with a whole heap of weight to carry 
up there in truth, and it’s a surprisingly 
common occurrence for damage to be 
caused to a 4WD’s roof by overloading, 
which can cost a small fortune to repair.
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3/1 Shoebury St, Rocklea QLD 4106

(07) 3892 4289
www.straightwheels.com.au 4WDS • TRUCKS • COMMERICIALS • MOTORHOMES

 WORLD LEADERS IN WHEEL  
ALIGNMENT TECHNOLOGY

 STRAIGHT WHEELS ARE 
THE 4WD, COMMERCIAL, 
TRUCK AND BUS ALIGNMENT 
PROFESSIONALS

 DOES YOUR 4WD PULL TO  
ONE SIDE ?

DOES YOUR 4WD VIBRATE, 
SHIMMY OR WEAR TYRE 
EDGES ?

 YOUR 4WD REQUIRES 
SPECIALISED ALIGNMENT 
AND BALANCE

DON’T FIGHT IT ANY LONGER

 SAME DAY TURNAROUND

STEERING AND SUSPENSION 
REPAIR, LIFT KITS, SHOCK 
ABSORBERS

OL
53

_1
1

4WD & TRUCK WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS

PRO-AXLE SHIM-A-LINE 
DISTRIBUTORS

NSW
Enfield (02) 9642 3902
Narellan (02) 4648 2002
Newcastle (02) 4914 3250
Smithfield (02) 9725 5330
Wollongong (02) 4276 2533 
QLD
Cairns (07) 4051 7457
Rocklea (07) 3892 4289 
VIC
Campbellfield (03) 9357 0200 
SA
Gepps Cross (08) 8620 5881
Mile End (08) 8234 6877 
WA
Welshpool (08) 9356 9500

ATTENTION 4WD OWNERS
• Are you aware your 4WD vehicle requires specialised wheel alignment?
• Most alignment shops are not capable of aligning 4WD vehicles.
• The professional technology and Shim-A-Line products from the 
 “top guns” in 4WD alignment improves tyre wear and handling with your 
 4x4 wheel aligned to Australian specfications.
• Full suspension and shock absorber service
• All work guaranteed

PRO-AXLE AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
Head Office: 3G / 49 The Northern Road, 
Narellan NSW 2567
Phone: (02) 4647 1867 Fax (02) 4647 1241 

PRO-AXLE ALIGNMENT CENTRES:
Enfield: (02) 9642 3902
Narellan: (02) 4648 2002
Newcastle: (02) 4914 3250
Smithfield: (02) 9725 5330
Wollongong: (02) 4276 2533
Campbellfield, Vic: (03) 9357 0200

www.pro-axle.com.au
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There’s no doubt that there are 
a lot of options out there when 
it comes to tyres for your 4WD 
these days. But how do you 
know that you can rely on the 

tyres you end up with? How can you be certain 
that the rubber that ends up on your 4WD 
is going to go the distance, and be reliable in 
remote touring and rugged terrain situations?

Cooper Tires invests a lot of time and money 
into product testing right here in Australia. In 
fact, Coopers regularly performs huge tests 
right across the country, from the Kimberley to 
the Simpson, and everything in between. We 
see that because of Australia’s uniquely harsh 
conditions, it’s the perfect proving ground to 

Cooper Tires
PH: 1300 COOPER
W: www.coopertires.com.au

CONTACT

If there’s one thing that means the difference 
between a tyre that lasts and a poor quality 

imitation, then it’s research and development
WORDS BY JEFF NEWICK, PHOTOS BY COOPER TIRES

develop tyres for off-road use, where as many 
manufacturers don’t. Additionally, during the 
development of the ATR, ST, S/TMAXX and STT 
Pro, Cooper Tires took on board Australian 
customer feedback. In fact, the S/TMAXX wasn’t 
originally planned to feature Armourtek - but it 
was the needs of Australian customers and their 
experience dealing with our harsh terrains that 
saw it’s inclusion in the final product. All of this 
testing in Australia is in addition to everything 
that occurs in the US. Cooper’s own Tall 
Timbers mould plant facility in the USA is one 
of the most modern and unique tyre-moulding 
plants in the United States. It’s the result of 
Cooper Tires understanding that any quality 
tyre manufacturer needs to be able to respond 
swiftly to consumer needs, and such a facility 
means that Cooper Tires now has the flexibility 
to produce the largest range of patterns and 
sizes in 4WD tyres of any tyre manufacturer. In 
fact, many tyre manufacturers don’t even have 
their own mould plant, instead relying on other 
facilities to do their development for them.

Real world testing is another element that 
is so very important in the development of a 
quality off-road tyre. A large reason why Cooper 
Tires are built to last and handle any situation 
is because of the extreme testing they are put 
through before going to production. In fact, 

Cooper Tires is one of the few manufacturers to 
have its own purpose-built 1,000 acre 4WD test 
arena, located in San Antonio, Texas. It is the 
only commercially available site that offers year 
round on-track and off-road testing capabilities 
in one location, which means that Cooper Tires 
undergo unparalleled testing over just about any 
terrain imaginable.

The proof is in the pudding, really. During 
the testing phase of the development of the 
S/TMAXX, Cooper completed more than 
2-million kilometres of test track, road and 
laboratory testing to ensure that tyre was 
one that could be relied on 100%. That’s 
comprehensive in anyone’s book!

There’s no doubt that a tried and tested tyre 
is a quality tyre. So next time you’re looking at 
a new set of rubber for your 4WD, make sure 
you look into how much testing that tyre has 
undergone – you might be surprised!

Catch you on the tracks,

JEFF NEWICK
Cooper Tires

Cooper’s test arena features a massive 

variety of terrain, including rocks

The 1,000 acre test arena in Texas 
provides year round on-track and 

off-road testing capabilities

“NEW DESIGN UNDER TESTING”

TESTED AND PROVEN

“NEW
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www.toughdog.com.au

41mm FOAM CELL
SHOCKS

AVAILABLE NOW

   3 & 4 
INCH

Toyota 80/100s 
4 x Shocks
4 x Coils
2 x Panhard Rods
1 x Castor Bush Kit
1 x Brake Hose Kit (4’)

  Nissan GQ/GU
4 x Shocks

4 x Coils
2 x Panhard Rods

1 x Castor Bush Kit
1 x Trans Spacer Kit

1 x Brake Hose Kit (4’)

Tough Dog 4WD suspension distributed by:
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Rims black, 
white, silver

& chrome from 

$50

Tyre Plus Building,  8 Container St
TINGALPA BRISBANE QLD

 

PH: (07) 3390 4148

legendary offroad Tires

ATZ 5RIB RADIAL FC MTZ MTX BAJA

WORLD’S TOUGHEST TRACTION TYRES

www.tyreplusautocare.com.au

BULLBARS

H (07) 3390 4148PH (000070 )7) 3390 4148
ONLINE STORE

Arnhem Land tag along 4wd expeditions 
Journey with Global 4WD on this exciting and adventurous 4wd  
tour to remote corners of east Arnhem Land. Discover the  

 
journey over the last 60,000 years. This region is truly the last  
unexplored frontier in Australia and for the 4WD enthusiasts is a must.

Highlights

· Unexplored remote coastline
· Pristine estuaries
· Aboriginal culture

· Exclusive beach camping access

 Inclusions

· 3 meals a day
· Morning tea
· All vehicle access and camping fees
· Experienced guide

Andrew:0407 880 372  info@global4wd.com.au  www.global4wd.com.au

info@ozpig.com.au 
+61 419 762 366

Pack up a pig and get 
away to your favourite 
spot. Stay warm  
and well fed with  
a portable safe, 
contained fire.

AUSTRALIAN OWNED 
& DESIGNED



Here are some of the latest and greatest products from the world 
of 4WDing. We’re always on the lookout for new or exciting 4WD 
products to write about or review. If you have seen a new product and 
want us to know about it, contact us at products@overlander.com.au.

SHOWROOM

Whether you’re looking to optimise power and 
performance, de-stress your engine and other 
crucial components like gearboxes and diffs, fix 
stiff or notchy shifts, or all of the above without 
spending big money on costly rebuilds – then 
AW10 Antiwear from Cost Effective Maintenance 
is the modern day wonder tonic you and your tow 
vehicle have been searching for. Engineered to 
reduce overall maintenance costs over the lifetime 
of your vehicle, adding just a small dose of AW10 
to your vehicle’s engine, transmission, diffs, etc… 
will cut noise, stop rattles, reduce friction and 
wear and bolster its performance overall.

Formulated to deliver massive increases in 
lubricant load carrying ability, AW10 Antiwear 
from Cost Effective Maintenance is designed to 
keep you running longer and stronger. 

For more information phone (07) 3376 6188 or 
visit www.costeffective.com.au

COST EFFECTIVE MAINTENANCE AW10 ANTIWEAR

THE BEST NEW 4WD PRODUCTS ON THE MARKET

Designed with the perfect balance of reliability and portability in mind, the IC-41W UHF CB 
handheld from ICOM is the ideal radio for all of your caravan and camping applications. 100% 
dust-proof and water-proof up to a one metre depth for as long as 30 minutes, these powerful, 
rechargeable handhelds are kept running efficiently by a 2300mAh Lithium-ion battery that gives 
them up to 15 hours of use per charge. Features like CTCSS, DTCS and Selcall are all available 
on the IC-41W so you only have to worry about listening to the people you want to hear from. 
A repeater scan function allows you to listen to all repeaters while a PTT hold function provides 
semi-hands free operation.

Squelch levels are selectable to help combat interference and the IC-41W will even alert you 
when other ICOM units are in range, which is great for when you’re travelling in a caravan 
convoy with friends.

The Icom IC-41W UHF CB handheld radio retails for $470.80. 
For more information on this and other fantastic products from ICOM, call (03) 9549 7500 
or visit: www.icom-australia.com.

ICOM IC-41W HANDHELD RADIO
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Your wellbeing is paramount when 
driving with a caravan behind you, which 
is why come departure time you should 
experience only the zenith in towing safety 
thanks to the Australian-made Tow Load 
Indicator (TLI) from Creative Transport 
Solutions. The easy-to-read integrated 
mechanical gauge gives you an instant 
and precise reading of the towball weight 
so you can pack your caravan or trailer 
accordingly. An adaptor is included to fit to 
the hitch, then you simply screw the

TLI into place, or there is also a version 
to mount onto a jockey wheel. And with 
a 10-year warranty, you can tour with the 
confidence that your Tow Load Indicator 
was built to last.

Sitting around the campfire in your camp chair after a cracking 
day of 4WDing and solving the worlds’ problems with your 
mates has got to be one of the best parts about heading bush. 
Outdoor Connection’s new Burly Lumbar Chair is a king size 
version of their popular lumbar chair which they have had in 
their product range for over 10 years.

It has a 160kg weight limit thanks to the 22mm diameter steel 
pipe framing and double layered polyester fabric. This ripper of 
a chair even comes with adjustable lumbar support. 

To find out more about the Burly Lumbar Chair then head to 
www.outdoorconnection.com.au or give them a call on 
(07) 3715 8400. The RRP is $89.90.

CTSA TOW LOAD INDICATOR

This device is set at $149 RRP. 
For more information on the Tow 
Load Indicator from Creative 
Transport Solutions, call Chris May 
on 0418 318 245 or Steve Parsons 
on 0450 342 229.

OUTDOOR CONNECTION 
BURLY LUMBAR CHAIR
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          “We looked for a fully 
hydraulic Shock Absorber 

with a large oil volume as we 
have learnt that an oil/oil 

unit normally has more oil 
and will run at lower temperatures than 
a similar rated gas/oil unit. The shocks 
also needed to have the option of being 

reconditioned when they did eventually  
begin to wear out hopefully some years 

down the track. KONI from Holland 
were our choice”.

Mick Hutton from Beadell Tours  

talks about the KONI Heavy Track  

Raid 90 Series Shock Absorbers.

“KONI make exceptional quality gear, 
the Heavy Track RAID 90  

Shock Absorbers have performed 
faultlessly for three years and 

millions of corrugations while on 
our vehicle. There is not much else 

to say really, the gear works and 
works well”.
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M ick Hutton

Call us for details of your local KONI outlet

When the road is long........

www.toperformance.com.au



WWW.TITANDRAWERS.COM.AU
OR CALL 1800 88 39 64

SUPER

STRONG!
HEAPS OF  
STORAGE SPACE

LOCKING HANDLES

AND MORE

QUALITY DOUBLE  
ROLLER BEARINGS

SAVE $100’S
WITH OUR IN-BUILT
FRIDGE SLIDE

HEAVY DUTY  
MARINE CARPET  
INSIDE AND OUT

PREMIUM DRAWERS 
AT WHOLESALE PRICES

SUPER TOUGH

FEATURES INCLUDE:

COMPARE OUR QUALITY & PRICE BEFORE YOU BUY ANYWHERE ELSE

WALKING OUT THE DOOR AT ONLY$895
(INCLUDING WINGS)

 WITH OUR COMBO DEALS ONLINE

DON’T 

PAY UP TO 

$2000 ELSEW
HERE



BUYER’S GUIDE
MODEL CCs CYL. TRANS FUEL

 TANK L/100KM KW/Nm TOWING KERB 
WEIGHT

PAY-
LOAD

NEW
PRICEMODEL CCs CYL. TRANS FUEL

 TANK L/100KM KW/Nm TOWING KERB 
WEIGHT

PAY-
LOAD

NEW
PRICE

GREAT WALL X-SERIES
Based on the V200/V240 platform, the X200 and X240 are the cheapest 
dual-range-equipped 4WD wagons on the market. The X-Series have 
the same engines as the V-Series. This is a well-equipped vehicle for 
the price.

X240 4D WAGON 2378 4 5 M - 10.4 100/200 - 1830 475 $23,990
X200 4D WAGON 1996 DT4 6 M 70 8 105/310 700/1700 1890 660 $26,990
X200 4D WAGON 1996 DT4 5 A 70 9.2 105/310 700/1700 1890 660 $28,990

HOLDEN COLORADO
The 4WD Colorado is available in six variants, all powered by a 3.0L 
four-cylinder turbo-diesel that’s a strong performer and offers a good 
balance of power/torque and economy. Recent upgrades have lifted 
towing capacity to 3000kg.

DX C/CHAS 2776 DT4 5 M 76 8.1 132/440 750/3500 1793 1307 $34,990 
LX  C/CHAS 2776 DT4 6 A 76 9.1 132/470 750/3500 1798 1302 $37,990 
LX  SPACE C/CHAS 2776 DT4 6 A 76 8.1 132/470 750/3500 1907 1190 $42,490 
LX  CREW CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 5 M 76 7.9 132/440 750/3500 2019 1080 $44,490 
LX  CREW C/CHAS 2776 DT4 6 A 76 9.1 132/470 750/3500 1910 1090 $44,990 
LX  CREW CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 6 A 76 9.1 132/470 750/3500 2019 1090 $46,490
LT CREW CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 5 M 76 7.9 132/440 750/3500 2007 1090 $45,490
LT CREW CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 6 A 76 9.1 132/470 750/3500 2007 1090 $47,490
LTZ SPACE CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 6 A 76 9.1 132/470 750/3500 2034 1066 $49,490
LTZ CREW CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 5 M 76 7.9 132/440 750/3500 2056 1040 $49,990
LTZ CREW CAB P/UP 2776 DT4 6 A 76 9.1 132/470 750/3500 2056 1040 $51,990

FORD RANGER
The new Ranger, with a 2.2L or 3.2L turbo-diesel engine, packs plenty 
of innovation into a rugged package. The larger engine is the pick, 
producing 147kW and 470Nm. It has a 3500kg braked towing capacity. 
The quiet engine and Dynamic Stability Control give the Ranger great 
on-road manners; and off-road it is excellent. An optional factory rear diff 
is available on upper-spec models.

XL 2.2 C/CHAS 2198 DT4 6 M 80 8.1 110/375 750/3500 1762 1436 $38,390 
XL 2.2 CREW C/CHAS 2198 DT4 6 M 80 8.9 110/375 750/3500 1909 1291 $42,890 
XL 2.2 CREW C/CHAS 2198 DT4 6 A 80 9.2 110/375 750/3500 1909 1291 $44,890 
XL 2.2 CREW CAB UTE 2198 DT4 6 M 80 8.1 110/375 750/3500 2034 1166 $43,890 
XL 2.2 CREW CAB UTE 2198 DT4 6 A 80 9.4 110/375 750/3500 2034 1166 $45,890 
XL 3.2 C/CHAS 3198 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 1795 1405 $40,890 
XL 3.2 C/CHAS 3198 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 1795 1405 $42,890 
XL 3.2 SUPER C/CHAS 3198 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 1870 1330 $43,390 
XL 3.2 SUPER CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2018 1182 $44,390 
XL 3.2 DUAL CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2068 1132 $46,390 
XL 3.2 DUAL CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 2068 1132 $48,390 
XLT 3.2 SUPER CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2095 1105 $50,890 
XLT 3.2 SUPER CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 2095 1105 $52,890 
XLT 3.2 DUAL CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 M 80 9.4 147/470 750/3500 2159 1041 $53,390 
XLT 3.2 DUAL CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 2159 1041 $55,390 
WILDTRACK 3.2  DUAL CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 M 80 9.4 147/470 750/3500 2200 1000 $57,390 
WILDTRACK 3.2  DUAL CAB UTE 3198 DT5 6 A 80 9.6 147/470 750/3500 2200 1000 $59,390 

GREAT WALL V-SERIES
Great Wall’s dual-cab V200 and V240 are available in dual cab or single-
cab/chassis con  guration. The V200 has the 2.0L turbo-diesel; the V240 
has a 2.4L petrol.

V240 C/CHAS 2378 4 5 M 70 10.7 100/200 750/1900 1507 1320 $20,990 
V240 DUAL CAB UTE 2378 4 5 M 70 10.7 100/200 750/2250 1780 1000 $25,990 
V200 C/CHAS 1996 DT4 6 M 70 8.3 105/310 700/1700 1707 1180 $22,990 
V200 DUAL CAB 1996 DT4 6 M 70 8.3 105/310 750/2000 1835 1000 $27,990 

ISUZU D-MAX
The new Isuzu D-MAX has a powerful and fuel-efficient 3.0-litre 
turbo-diesel and has more safety features as standard - including dual 
front, side and curtain airbags, Anti-lock Brake System and Electronic 
Brakeforce Distribution - than ever before. There’s also Electronic 
Stability Control and Traction Control systems, plus Brake Assist. This is 
a great all-round package.

EX C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $33,400
LS-M HI-RIDE CREW CAB 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $44,000
LS-M HI-RIDE CREW CAB 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $46,200
SX HI-RIDE CREW CAB 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $42,000
SX HI-RIDE CREW CAB 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $44,200
LS-TERRAIN HI-RIDE CREW 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $49,500
LS-TERRAIN HI-RIDE CREW 2999 DT4 4 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $51,700
LS-U HI-RIDE SPACE CAB 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $43,700
LS-U HI-RIDE SPACE CAB 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $45,900
LS-U HI-RIDE CREW CAB 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $45,500
LS-U HI-RIDE CREW CAB 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $47,700
SX C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $36,490
SX C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $38,600
SX SPACE C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $39,100
SX SPACE C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $41,300
SX CREW C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 130/380 750/3500 - - $43,100
SX CREW C/CHAS 2999 DT4 5 A 76 8.1 130/380 750/3500 - - $43,500

JEEP CHEROKEE

Four variants, three off-road systems and two engines mean there’s a 
Cherokee for every purpose – even some pretty serious off-roading. The Jeep 
Cherokee has raised the bar when it comes to transmissions by equipping the 
entire model range with a  rst-in-segment nine-speed automatic as standard.

LONGITUDE 3239 V6 9 A 60 10.0 200/316 470/2200 1795 - $39,000
LIMITED 3239 V6 9 A 60 10.0 200/316 450/2200 1806 - $44,000
TRAILHAWK 3239 V6 9 A 60 10.0 200/316 2450/2200 1936 - $47,500

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
New Grand Cherokee is a significant departure from previous models 
as it has a fully independent suspetnsion system. Available with a 3.0L 
turbo-diesel V6, 3.6L petrol V6 and 5.7L petrol V8. The SRT 8 has a 
monster 6.4L petrol V8 with a price tag to match.

JET 3604 V6 5 A 93.5 11 210/347 750/2268 2191 760 $46,500
LAREDO 2987 DTV6 5 A 93.5 8.3 177/550 750/2268 2191 760 $50,000
LAREDO 3604 V6 5 A 93.5 11 210/347 750/2268 2191 760 $45,000
LIMITED 2987 DTV6 5 A 93.5 8.3 177/550 750/2268 2191 760 $60,000
LIMITED 3604 V6 5 A 93.5 11 210/347 750/2268 2191 760 $55,000
LIMITED 5654 V8 5 A 93.5 14.1 259/520 750/3500 2191 760 $60,000
OVERLAND 2987 DTV6 5 A 93.5 8.3 177/550 750/3500 2307 660 $69,500
OVERLAND 3604 V6 5 A 93.5 11 210/347 750/2250 2280 660 $65,000
OVERLAND 5654 V8 5 A 93.5 14.1 259/520 750/3500 2307 660 $69,500
SRT 8 6424 V8 5 A 91 14.1 344/624 750/2268 2336 612 $76,000
SRT 8 ALPINE 6424 V8 5 A 91 14.1 344/624 750/2268 2336 612 $81,900
SRT 8 VAPOUR 6424 V8 5 A 91 14.1 344/624 750/2268 2336 612 $81,900

LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 4
The 3.0-litre twin-turbo diesel V6 is now across the D4 range; with the 
5.0-litre petrol V8 another model option. The TDV6 has a de-tuned 
version of the 3L V6. Other changes include a new-look exterior (still
seven seats) and other changes to improve the D4’s on- and off-road
comfort. All models have a full-size spare but wheel and tyre sizes aren’t
generally considered off-road practical.

3.0 SDV6 HSE 2993 DTV6 8A 82 9.3 180/600 750/3500 2583 657 $95,900

3.0 SDV6 SE 2993 DTV6 8A 82 9.3 180/600 750/3500 2583 657 $84,600 

3.0 TDV6 2993 DTV6 8A 82 8.5 155/520 750/3500 2583 754 $68,900

5.0 V8 5000 V8 8A 82 13.9 276/510 750/3500 2548 692 $129,900 

JEEP WRANGLER 2 DOOR
The Wrangler was updated with the addition of a 3.6L V6 petrol 
producing 209kW. This is matched to a 6-speed manual or 5-speed auto. 
The 2.8L turbo-diesel is still available, with torque boosted to 460Nm.
An off-road pack is available on petrol and diesel Sport models.

SPORT S/TOP 3604 V6 6 M 70 11.4 209/347 750/1600 1855 365 $32,500 
SPORT S/TOP 3604 V6 5 A 70 11.6 209/347 750/1600 1855 365 $34,500 
SPORT S/TOP 2776 DT4 5 A 66 8.6 147/460 750/1600 1975 - $39,500 
SPORT S/TOP 2776 DT4 6 M 66 8 147/460 750/1600 1975     - $38,500 
RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 3778 V6 6 M 70 10.4 146/315 750/1600 1855 - $35,000
RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 3778 V6 5 A 70 11.6 146/315 750/1600 1855 - $37,000
RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 2776 DT4 5 A 66 8.1 147/460 750/1600 1975 - $42,000 
RENEGADE SPORT H/TOP 2776 DT4 6 M 66 8 147/460 750/1600 1975     - $41,000
RUBICON S/TOP 3604 V6 6 M 70 11.4 209/347 750/1600 1885 365 $43,000 
RUBICON S/TOP 3604 V6 5 A 70 11.6 209/347 750/1600 1885 365 $45,000 

JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 4 DOOR

With plenty of internal cabin space thanks to its longer wheelbase, the
Jeep Wrangler Unlimited is the most affordable solid-axle 4-door 4WD
wagon on the market. It is now available with the newer, more powerful
3.6L V6 in Spor t and Rubicon, alongside the older 3.8L V6 in Renegade.

SPORT S/TOP 3604 V6 6 M 85 11.4 209/347 750/2300 2050 - $36,500 
SPORT S/TOP 3604 V6 5 A 85 11.7 209/347 750/2300 2050 - $38,500 
SPORT S/TOP 2776 DT4 6 M 85 8.3 147/410 750/2300 2105 - $42,500 
SPORT S/TOP 2776 DT4 5 A 85 8.8 147/460 750/2300 2105 - $43,500 
RENEGADE H/TOP 3778 V6 6 M 85 11.4 209/347 750/2300 2050 - $39,500 
RENEGADE H/TOP 3778 V6 5 A 85 11.7 209/347 750/2300 2050 - $41,500 
RENEGADE H/TOP 2776 DT4 6 M 85 8.3 147/410 750/2300 2105 - $45,500 
RENEGADE H/TOP 2776 DT4 5 A 85 8.8 147/460 750/2300 2105 - $46,500 
RUBICON S/TOP 3604 V6 6 M 85 11.8 209/347 750/2300 2080 - $47,000 
RUBICON S/TOP 3604 V6 5 A 85 11.9 209/347 750/2300 2080 - $49,000 

ISUZU MU-X
The MU-X is Isuzu’s  rst offer in the 4WD wagon market and follows on from the 
success of the D-MAX. With three models and two transmissions and a 3.0L turbo-
diesel engine on offer, the MU-X is a surprisingly off-road capable, but 
family-friendly touring option.

LS-M 2999 DT4 5A 65 8.4 130/380 750/3000 2000 750 $47,800
LS-M 2999 DT4 5 M 65 8.4 130/380 750/3000 2000 750 $45,600
LS-T 2999 DT4 5 A 65 8.4 130/380 750/3000 2060 690 $53,500
LS-U 2999 DT4 5 A 65 8.4 130/380 750/3000 2040 710 $49,300
LS-U 2999 DT4 5 M 65 8.4 130/380 750/3000 2040 710 $47,100
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LAND ROVER DEFENDER
The Defender is very capable off-road, and surprisingly good on-road 
thanks to its frugal and adequately powerful turbo-diesel engine but it 
still feels and drives like a truck. Recently expanded range offers nine 
models on three different wheelbases. A 2.2L turbo-diesel joined the 
2.4L in 2012.

90 2179 DT4 6 M 60 10 90/360 750/3500 1815 935 $44,990 
110 2D HARDTOP 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11 90/360 750/3500 2014 1010 $46,690 
110 CREW CAB P/UP 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11 90/360 750/3000 1940 1110 $49,690 
110 HCPU  P/UP 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11.1 90/360 750/3000 1660 1410 $48,190 
110 4D WAGON 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11 90/360 750/3500 2014 1010 $49,690 
130 C/CHAS 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11 90/360 750/3500 2120 1380 $48,690 
130 CREW C/CHAS 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11 90/360 750/3500 2120 1380 $52,690 
130 HCPU  CREW CAB P/UP 2179 DT4 6 M 75 11 90/360 750/3500 2120 1380 $54,190 

MERCEDES-BENZ G
The Mercedes Benz G-Class or G-Wagen remains stylistically similar 
to versions that rolled off the production line in 1979. Current-spec 
G-Wagen is available to Australians, with a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel V6 and a 
supercharged 5.4 litre petrol V8.

350 2987 DTV6 7 A 96 11.2 155/540 - 2458 700 $161,180

55 AMG 5439 SV8 5 A 96 15.9 373/700 - 2471 620 $216,730
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MAZDA BT50

The new BT-50 rattled the dual-cab cage with a powerful 3.2L turbo-
diesel engine and car-like refinement. The exterior styling has divided 
the 4WD community but this Mazda’s rugged off-road ability, 3.35 tonne 
towing capacity, and 8.9L/100km fuel consumption make it a worthy 
candidate for a great work and play ute. Styling aside, it’s almost 
identical to the Ranger, only more affordable.

XT  C/CHAS 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 1789 1411 $36,810

XT  FREESTYLE C/CHAS 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 1857 1343 $40,740

XT  DUAL C/CHAS 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 1929 1271 $42,740

XT  DUAL CAB UTE 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2044 1156 $44,240

XT  DUAL CAB UTE 3196 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 2044 1156 $46,240

XTR  FREESTYLE UTE 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2037 1163 $46,890

XTR  DUAL CAB UTE 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2086 1114 $48,890

XTR  DUAL CAB UTE 3196 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 2086 1114 $50,890

GT  DUAL CAB UTE 3196 DT5 6 M 80 8.9 147/470 750/3500 2095 1105 $51,140

GT  DUAL CAB UTE 3196 DT5 6 A 80 9.2 147/470 750/3500 2095 1105 $53,140

MITSUBISHI CHALLENGER
New-gen Challenger is based on the MN model Triton but has a coil-
sprung rear live-axle instead of a leaf-sprung rear axle. All models have 
the same 2.5L four-cylinder turbo-diesel but only the base model has a 
five-speed manual. Other models have the five-speed auto as offered in 
top-spec Triton. All models get Mitsubishi’s Super Select 4WD system 
and electronic traction and stability control. A seven-seat option is 
available for the base LS. Towing capacity is 3000kg.

CHALLENGER 30th ANNIV.  2477 DT4 5 M 70 8.3 131/400 750/2500 2051 640 $41,490 

CHALLENGER 30th ANNIV.  2477 DT4 5 A 70 9.8 131/350 750/2500 2051 640 $43,990 

CHALLENGER 2477 DT4 5 M 70 8.3 131/400 750/2500 2019 691 $41,490 

CHALLENGER 2477 DT4 5 A 70 9.8 131/400 750/2500 2029 681 $43,990 

LS (5 SEAT)  2477 DT4 5 M 70 8.3 131/400 750/3000 2041 669 $45,490 

LS (5 SEAT)  2477 DT4 5 A 70 9.8 131/350 750/3000 2051 659 $47,990 

LS (7 SEAT)  2477 DT4 5 A 70 9.8 131/350 750/3000 2106 609 $49,890 

XLS (5 SEAT)  2477 DT4 5 A 70 9.8 131/350 750/3000 2059 651 $55,290 

XLS (7 SEAT)  2477 DT4 5 A 70 9.8 131/350 750/3000 2110 606 $57,190 

MITSUBISHI PAJERO
The NW Pajero is still the only serious Japanese 4WD to use fully independent 
suspension and monocoque construction. It has class-leading on-road dynamics 
and excels in the bush. Excluding the Exceed 3.8L V6, petrol engines have been 
dropped from the range in favour of the updated 3.2L turbo-diesel: 147kW and 
441Nm. A minor facelift and improved safety features are the only other main 
features of the new NW.

EXCEED LWB 3200 DT4 5 A 88 9 147/441 750/3000 2347 683 $73,990

EXCEED LWB 3828 V6 5 A 88 13.5 184/329 750/3000 2250 670 $71,490

GLX-R LWB 3200 DT4 5 A 88 9 147/441 750/3000 2314 716 $58,990

GLX-R LWB 3200 DT4 5 M 88 8.4 147/441 750/3000 2324 706 $55,990

VR-X LWB 3200 DT4 5 A 88 9 147/441 750/3000 2325 706 $63,990

VR-X LWB 3200 DT4 5 M 88 9 147/441 750/3000 2325 706 $60,990

GLX LWB 3200 DT4 5 A 88 9 147/441 750/3000 2273 750 $53,990

GKX LWB 3200 DT4 5 M 88 8.4 147/441 750/3000 2283 740 $50,990

MITSUBISHI TRITON
The Triton has a 2.5L turbo-diesel with more power and torque than 
the outgoing 3.2L diesel. While a five-speed manual is standard, a 
four-speed auto (+$2000) is optional on GLX and GL-R double cabs; the 
GLX-R gets an optional (+$3000) five-speed auto. The GLX-R also gets 
Super-Select 4WD; other models have part-time 4WD. Side airbags, and 
electronic traction and stability control are available.

GLX C/CHAS 2477 DT4 5 M  75 9.1 131/400 750/3000 1810 1120 $33,990 

GLX  CLUB CAB UTE 2477 DT4 5 M 75 8.1 131/400 750/2700 1873 1057 $38,240 

GLX  DOUBLE CAB UTE 2477 DT4 5 M  75 9.1 131/400 750/3000 1905 1025 $40,990 

GLX  DOUBLE CAB UTE 2477 DT4 4 A  75 9.9 131/350 750/3000 1905 1025 $42,990 

GL-R  DOUBLE CAB UTE 2477 DT4 5 M 75 9.1 131/400 750/3000 1920 1010 $43,990 

GL-R  DOUBLE CAB UTE 2477 DT4 4 A 75 9.9 131/350 750/3000 1920 1010 $45,990 

GLX-R  DOUBLE CAB UTE 2477 DT4 5 M  75 9.1 131/400 750/3000 1920 1010 $45,740 

GLX-R  DOUBLE CAB UTE 2477 DT4 5 A  75 9.9 131/350 750/3000 1920 1010 $48,240 

NISSAN PATHFINDER

The R52 Pathfinder moves even further away from a genuinely 
capable 4WD than it’s fully independent predecessor did. It’s a 
clear step towards modernity in design, and offers a more car-like 
performance and amenity.

ST (4x4)  3498 V6 CVT 73 10.2 190/325 750/2700 1985 730 $44,490

ST-L (4x4)  3498 V6 CVT 73 9.9 190/325 750/2700 2025 690 $54,490

Ti (4x4)  3498 V6 CVT 73 9.9 190/325 750/2700 2065 650 $65,090

MAHINDRA PIK-UP
The Pik-Up is a relatively modern design that performs well and appears 
to be well built. The four-model Pik-Up range (ute or cab-chassis with 
single or double cabs) all have turbo-diesel power and part-time, dual-
range 4WD. Lots of metal for your money. *Prices are drive-away.

C/CHAS 2179 DT4 5 M 80 9.1 85/270 750/2500 2090 1060 $26,499 

2D UTE 2179 DT4 5 M 80 9.1 85/270 750/2500 2090 1060 $27,499 

DOUBLE C/CHAS 2179 DT4 5 M 80 9.1 85/270 750/2500 2150 1000 $29,999 

DUAL CAB UTE 2179 DT4 5 M 80 9.1 85/270 750/2500 2150 1000 $30,499 

NISSAN PATROL Y61
Despite facelifts and dropping all engines bar the 3.0L common-rail 
turbo-diesel the Nissan Patrol GU remains largely the same vehicle 
since1997. The Patrol’s chassis is as tough and durable as they come 
and formidable off road but the engine is not state of the art.

ST COIL C/CHAS 2953 DT4 5 M 175 12.5 118/380 750/3200 2009 1140 $55,050

ST 4DR WAGON  2953 DT4 5 M 125 10.9 118/380 750/3200 2450 580 $57,390

ST 4DR WAGON 2953 DT4 4 A 125 11.8 118/354 750/2500 2450 580 $60,390

DX 4DR WAGON 2953 DT4 5 M 125 10.9 118/380 750/3200 2360 670 $53,890

DX 4DR WAGON 2953 DT4 4 A 125 11.8 118/354 750/3200 2360 650 $56,890

NISSAN PATROL Y62

Launched in late 2012 the Y62 Patrol is the Nissan’s latest generation 
4WD. With independent suspension and a plethora of high-tech driving 
aids it performs well. However, the decision to only launch a petrol 
engine in Australia has hurt long-term sales. Fans eagerly await a hinted-
at diesel variant.

Ti 4DR WAGON 5552 V8 7A 140 14.5 298/560 750/3500 2800 700 $92,850

Ti-L 4DR WAGON 5552 V8 7A 140 14.5 298/560 750/3500 2829 670 $113,900

ST 4DR WAGON 5552 V8 7A 140 14.5  298/560 750/3500 2739 760 $82,200

 OVERLANDER 4WD   95 



BUYER’S GUIDE
MODEL CCs CYL. TRANS FUEL

 TANK L/100KM Kw/Nm TOWING KERB 
WEIGHT

PAY-
LOAD

NEW
PRICEMODEL CCs CYL. TRANS FUEL

 TANK L/100KM Kw/Nm TOWING KERB 
WEIGHT

PAY-
LOAD

NEW
PRICE

RANGE ROVER SPORT
Based on the Discovery 4, the Range Rover Sport is available with several 
engine options including the 3.0L turbo-diesel V6, as well as a 5.0L petrol V8, 
with a supercharged variant. Offering unparalleled road handling, as well as 
being very capable off-road thanks to Land Rover’s Terrain Response System, 
the Sport offers the best of both worlds in one package.

3.0 SDV6 2993 DTV6 6 A 90 9.2 180/600 750/3500 2535 640 $100,900 

3.0 SDV6 LUXURY 2993 DTV6 6 A 90 11.1 180/600 750/3500 2656 519 $113,900 

3.0 SDV6 AUTOBIOGRAPHY 2993 DTV6 6 A 90 11.1 180/600 750/3500 2656 519 $128,900 

5.0 V8 LUXURY 5000 V8 6 A 90 13.9 276/510 750/3500 2489 581 $139,900 

5.0 V8 SUPERCHARGED 5000 SV8 6 A 90 14.9 375/625 750/3500 2590 535 $161,400 

5.0 V8 SC AUTOBIOGRAPHY 5000 SV8 6 A 90 14.9 375/625 750/3500 2590 535 $175,900 

RANGE ROVER VOGUE
The Range Rover Vogue has the new 4.4-litre twin-turbo V8 diesel that claims 230kW 
but, more impressively, a massive 700Nm on tap from as low as 1500rpm and 
doesn’t abate until 3000rpm. This new engine is mated to the same eight-speed 
ZF gearbox as in the 2010 update of the BMW X5. The two petrol V8s, one with a 
supercharger, are carried over unchanged and are still mated to the 6-speed ZF box.

5.0 V8 5000 V8 6 A 105 14 276/510 750/3500 2615 490 $158,100 

TdV8 4367 DTV8 8 A 105 9.4 230/700 750/3500 2710 490 $160,500 

5.0 V8 SILVER 5000 V8 6 A 105 14 276/510 750/3500 2615 490 $161,400 

5.0 V8 BLACK 5000 V8 6 A 105 14 276/510 750/3500 2615 490 $163,300 

TdV8 SILVER 4367 DTV8 8 A 105 9.4 230/700 750/3500 2710 490 $163,800 

TdV8 BLACK 4367 DTV8 8 A 105 9.4 230/700 750/3500 2710 490 $165,700 

LUXURY TDV8 4367 DTV8 8 A 105 9.4 230/700 750/3500 2710 490 $184,200 

LUXURY V8 SC 5000 SV8 6 A 105 14.9 375/625 750/3500 2710 490 $202,100 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY TDV8 4367 DTV8 8 A 105 9.4 230/700 750/3500 2710 490 $214,300 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY SC 5.0 V8 5000 SV8 6 A 105 14.9 375/625 750/3500 2710 433 $231,800 

ULTIMATE SC 5.0 5000 SV8 6 A SEQ 105 14.9 375/625 750/3500 2710 433 $318,000

ULTIMATE TDV8 4367 DTV8 8 A 105 9.4 230/700 750/3500 2710 490 $300,000

SSANGYONG ACTYON
Actyon comes as a  ve-door SUV and a dual-cab ute. Both are built on 
a separate chassis and feature dual-range gearing, all of which sets 
the Actyon apart from the crowd. There are also 2WD versions of the 
ute in Tradie and Sports spec. Base-spec Tradie ute is a cost-effective 
alternative to mainstream Japanese utes. Optional auto (six-speed on ute, 
four-speed on SUV) adds $3000.

A200 XDi 1998 DT4 5 M 75 7.8 104/310 750/2300 1903 620 $26,990 

A200 XDi 1998 DT4 4 A 75 8.5 104/310 750/2300 1903 620 $29,990 

A200 SPR XDi 1998 DT4 4 A 75 8.5 104/310 750/2300 1903 620 $34,990 

SPORTS TRADIE  DOUBLE CAB UTE 1998 DT4 M 75 7.4 104/310 750/2300 1912 830 $28,282 

SPORTS TRADIE  DOUBLE CAB UTE 1998 DT4 6 A 75 7.9 104/310 750/2300 1912 830 $30,782 

SPORTS DOUBLE CAB UTE 1998 DT4 6 M 75 7.4 104/310 750/2300 1912 830 $32,282 

SPORTS DOUBLE CAB UTE 1998 DT4 6 A 75 7.9 104/310 750/2300 1912 830 $34,872 

SPORTS SPR  DOUBLE CAB UTE 1998 DT4 6 A 75 7.9 104/310 750/2300 1963 830 $37,742 

SUZUKI JIMNY
The Jimny is the latest in the long line of Suzuki’s Tonka-tough midgets 
and combines live-axle coil-spring suspension, separate chassis and 
dual-range gearing to offer solid off-road ability. Small size and tiny turn-
ing circle make it great in town, but a harsh ride, small 1.3L engine and 
low gearing make highway work tiresome. But it’s very handy off road 
and a great first off-roader.

SIERRA 2D 1328 4 5 M  60 7.3 60/110 350/1300 1045 375 $20,490 
SIERRA 2D 1328 4 4 A  60 7.8 60/110 350/1300 1050 370 $22,490 

SUZUKI GRAND VITARA
The Grand Vitara is available in three- and  ve-door variants with three different 
engines, new four and six-cylinder petrols and a four-cylinder turbo-diesel. The 
new petrols are a welcome addition as the original ones were sub-standard. 
The  ve-door model comes with the choice of all three engines; the manual-only 
diesel is the pick of the bunch. All Grand Vitara models have traction and stability 
control as standard. This is the class standard-setter.

2D 2393 4 5 M 55 8.8 122/225 550/1600 1459 410 $24,990 
2D 2393 4 4 A 55 9.6 122/225 550/1600 1459 410 $26,990 
4D 2393 4 5 M 66 8.9 122/225 750/1850 1567 530 $28,990 
4D 2393 4 4 A 66 9.9 122/225 750/1850 1567 530 $30,990 
4D 1870 DT4 5 M 66 6.8 95/300 750/2000 1630 540 $35,990 
SPORTS 4D 2393 4 5 M 66 8.9 122/225 750/1850 1567 530 $31,490 
SPORTS 4D 2393 4 4 A 66 9.9 122/225 750/1850 1567 530 $33,490 
PRESTIGE 4D 2393 4 4 A 66 9.9 122/225 750/1850 1567 530 $38,990 

TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

Australia received the FJ Cruiser  ve years later than the US, but since its 
launch it has proved a brilliant performer off-road. The 200kW 4.0L petrol 
V6 and low kerb-weight (2000kg) gives it a great power-to-weight ratio, 
while the factory rear diff-lock and driver aids help maintain progress in 
the rough. The lack of a diesel variant or manual box will disappoint some, 
and the retro styling has polarised 4WDers.

FJ CRUISER 3956 V6 5 A 159 11.4 200/380 750/2250 1955 555 $46,490

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER PRADO
The new Prado 150 Series is slightly bigger, heavier and more aerodynamic 
than the 120 Series but carries over the D-4D diesel engine and  ve-speed auto 
and six-speed manual gearboxes, largely unchanged. The petrol V6 does get 
a power boost over the 120 thanks to variable timing on the inlet and exhaust 
cams. All  ve-door models now seat seven. Two three-door models (auto diesel 
only) offer a 3000kg tow rating as against the  ve-doors’ 2500kg rating. Auto 
gearbox on lower-spec models adds $2500.

SX 2D WAGON 2982 DT4 5 A SEQ 87 8.3 127/410 750/3000 2095 505 $56,090 

ZR 2D WAGON 2982 DT4 5 A SEQ 87 8.3 127/410 750/3000 2145 455 $67,490 

ALTITUDE 3956 V6 5A SEQ 150 11.5 202/381 750/2500 2250 650 $68,490

ALTITUDE 2982 DT4 5A SEQ 150 8.5 127/410 750/2500 2330 660 $69,490

GXL 3956 V6 6 M 150 13 202/381 750/2500 2250 650 $60,490

GXL 3956 V6 5A SEQ 150 11.5 202/381 750/2500 2250 650 $62,990

GXL 2982 FT4 6M 150 8.8 127/410 750/2500 2330 660 $61,490

GXL 2982 DT4 5A SEQ 150 8.5 127/410 750/2500 2330 660 $63,990

KAKADU 3956 V6 5A SEQ 150 11.5 202/381 750/2500 2355 545 $90,490

KAKADU 2982 DT4 5A SEQ 150 8.5 127/410 750/2500 2435 555 $91,490

VX 3956 V6 5A SEQ 150 11.5 202/381 750/2500 2345 555 $76,990

VX 2982 DT4 5A SEQ 150 8.5 127/140 750/2500 2425 565 $77,990

GX 2982 DTE 6 M 150 8.8 127/410 750/2500 2210 780 $55,990

GX 2982 DT4 5A SEQ 150 8.5 127/410 750/2500 2210 780 $58,254

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 200 SERIES
The 200 Series arrived late in 2007 with an updated 4.7L petrol V8 and 
an all-new twin-turbo diesel V8, in three spec levels but only as an 
auto. The D-4D V8 is a great engine but attracts a $10K premium over 
the petrol. All models are better equipped than 100 Series with KDSS 
suspension standard on all but D-4D GXL. The 200 is bigger than the 
100 and accommodates up to eight in comfort. The 200 is also safer with 
up to 10 airbags depending on spec. Being safer, more powerful and 
better equipped than its predecessors, the 200 is also more costly. More 
affordable GX standard spec has vinyl floors, barn doors and a factory 
snorkel. The GXL Altitude was our 2011 4WD Of The Year winner.

GX  4461 DTV8 6 A 138 10.3 195/650 750/3500 2635 715 $77,490 

GXL  4608 V8 6 A 138 13.6 228/439 750/3500 2635 665 $83,490 

GXL 4461 DTV8 6 A 138 10.3 195/650 750/3500 2700 600 $88,490

ALTITUDE 4664 V8 5 A 138 14.5 202/410 750/3500 2635 665 $90,490

VX  4608 V8 6 A 138 13.6 228/439 750/3500 2665 645 $84,490 

VX  4461 DTV8 6 A 93 10.3 195/650 750/3500 2720 580 $99,490 

SAHARA  4608 V8 6 A 138 13.6 228/439 750/3500 2665 645 $113,490 

SAHARA  4461 DTV8 6 A 93 10.3 195/650 750/3500 2720 580 $118,490 

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 76 SERIES
Some people call it a four-door Troopie, but Toyota’s 76 Series wagon 
uses the body of what was essentially the original 1985 Prado that was 
never imported into Australia. Powered by Toyota’s new gen (at the time) 
V8 turbo-diesel, the 76 originally filled a gap in Toyota’s model range 
left by the lack of a Standard model 200 Series. Although aimed at the 
commercial market, the 76 is a great enthusiast’s vehicle. The recent 
upgrade to driver and passenger airbags is a welcome move.

WORKMATE 4D WAGON 4461 DTV8 5 M 130 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2220 780 $59,990

GXL 4DR WAGON 4461 DTV8 5 M 130 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2230 770 $64290 

NISSAN NAVARA
Two generations of the Navara sell side-by-side. There’s the D40 (at left) and 
the older D22 which was reintroduced in 2008. The D22 comes standard with 
a 2.5L turbo-diesel, while the D40 range receives an uprated 2.5L turbo-diesel, 
producing more power than the D22’s. Even more impressive though is the 3.0L 
turbo-diesel V6: 170kW and a whopping 550Nm. All ST-X dual cabs have side 
and curtain airbags, as well as electronic traction and stability control.

ST 25TH AN. D/CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 140/450 750/3000 1985 - $44,138
ST 25TH AN. D/CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 140/450 750/3000 1985 - $41,888
DX C/CHAS 2488 DT4 5 M 75 9.1 98/304 750/2800 1723 - $32,835
RX DUAL CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 128/403 750/3000 1930 - $43,850
RX DUAL CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 128/403 750/3000 1930 - $41,600
RX KING C/CHAS 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 126/406 750/3000 1751 1110 $42,450
RX KING C/CHAS 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 126/403 750/3000 1751 1110 $40,200
RX C/CHAS 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.3 106/356 750/3000 1630 1230 $35,060
RX DUAL C/CHAS 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 128/403 750/3000 1930 - $42,150
RX DUAL C/CHAS 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 128/403 750/3000 1930 - $39,900
ST DUAL CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 140/450 750/3000 1985 - $49,550
ST DUAL CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 140/450 750/300 1985 - $47,300
ST-X 550 DUAL CAB 2991 DTV6 7 A 80 9.5 170/550 750/3000 1920 910 $63,390
ST-R SPECIAL ED.D/CAB 2488 DT4 5 M 75 9.2 98/304 750/2800 1823 - $33,990
ST-X KING C/CHAS 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 126/403 750/3000 1769 1090 $45,460
ST-X KING C/CHAS 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 126/403 750/3000 1769 1090 $43,210
ST-X KING CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 5 A 80 10.5 126/403 750/3000 1921 940 $47,160
ST-X KING CAB P/UP 2488 DT4 6 M 80 9.8 126/403 750/3000 1921 940 $44,910
ST-X DUAL CAB P/UP 2991 DTV6 7 A 80 9.5 170/550 750/3000 1985 820 $57,290

www.facebook.com/Overlander4WD
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VOLKSWAGEN AMAROK
European style and build quality from the Volkswagen Amarok brings a refresh-
ing change to the Australian dual-cab market. The 2.0L turbo-diesel produces 
120kW and 400Nm, incredible for an engine of its size. The Amarok proved its 
off-road ability as a main support vehicle in the 2010 Dakar Rally, and with a com-
petitive pricepoint, you’ll struggle to  nd a dual cab that offers such good value.

TDI400 C/CHAS 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.8 120/400 750/3000 1865 1175 $35,490
TDI400 UTILITY 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.8 120/400 750/3000 1865 1175 $36,990
TDI400 DUAL CAB 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 1978 1062 $42,990
TDI400 DUAL C/CHAS 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 1978 1062 $41,490
TDI420 HIGHLINE D/CAB 1968 DT4 8 A 80 8.3 132/420 750/3000 2080 960 $53,990
TDI400 HIGHLINE D/CAB 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 2073 960 $50,990
TDI420 DUAL CAB 1968 DT4 8 A 80 8.3 132/420 750/3000 1985 1055 $45,990
TDI420 DUAL C/CHAS 1968 DT4 8 A 80 8.3 132/420 750/3000 1985 1055 $44,490
TDI400 TRENDLINE D/CAB 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 2018 1022 $45,990
TDI400 TRENDLINE DUAL C/CHAS 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 2018 1022 $44,490
TDI420 TRENDLINE D/CAB 1968 DT4 8 A 80 8.3 132/420 750/3000 2026 1014 $48,990
TDI420 TRENDLINE DUAL C/CHAS 1968 DT4 8 A 80 8.3 132/420 750/3000 2026 1014 $47,490
TDI420 ULTIMATE D/CAB 1968 DT4 8 A 80 8.3 132/420 750/3000 2094 946 $61,490
TDI400 ULTIMATE D/CAB 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 2087 953 $58,490
TDI400 ULTIMATE (PERM) D/CAB 1968 DT4 6 M 80 7.9 120/400 750/3000 2087 953 $58,490

www.MyCarPrice.com.au

TOYOTA HILUX
With so many 4WD variants on offer it’s no wonder that the HiLux is its segment 
leader and Australia’s best-selling 4WD. There are two engines, a 4.0-litre petrol 
and a 3.0-litre turbo-diesel, three body styles, single cab, extra cab and double 
cab, two spec levels, and manual and auto gearboxes. The recent update has 
given the HiLux a redesigned front, improved audio systems and an increased 
2.5 tonne towing capacity.

WORKMATE C/CHAS 2982 DT4 5 M 75 8.2 126/343 750/2250 1675 1160 $31,990 
WORKMATE C/CHAS 2982 DT4 4 A 75 9.3 126/343 750/2250 1675 1160 $33,990 
WORKMATE DUAL CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 5 M 75 8.3 126/343 750/2500 1845 935 $38,990 
WORKMATE DUAL CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 4 A 75 9.3 126/343 750/2500 1845 935 $40,990 
SR C/CHAS 2982 DT4 5 M 76 8.2 126/343 750/2500 1620 1215 $34,990 
SR C/CHAS 2982 DT4 4 A 76 9.3 126/343 750/2500 1620 1215 $37,490 
SR X CAB C/CHAS 2982 DT4 5 M 76 8.2 126/343 750/2500 1770 940 $38,490 
SR X CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 5 M 75 8.3 126/343 750/2500 1810 900 $39,990 
SR DUAL C/CHAS 2982 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 126/343 750/2500 1825 955 $40,490 
SR DUAL CAB P/UP 3956 V6 5 M 76 13.1 175/376 750/2500 1765 1045 $41,990 
SR DUAL CAB P/UP 3956 V6 5 A 76 13 175/376 750/2500 1765 1045 $44,490 
SR DUAL CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 126/343 750/2500 1815 965 $41,990 
SR DUAL CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 4 A 76 9.3 126/343 750/2500 1815 965 $44,490 
SR5 X CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 126/343 750/2500 1830 880 $46,990 
SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 3956 V6 5 M 76 13.1 175/376 750/2500 1770 1040 $50,990 
SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 3956 V6 5 A 76 13 175/376 750/2500 1770 1040 $53,490 
SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 5 M 76 8.3 126/343 750/2500 1865 915 $50,990 
SR5 DUAL CAB P/UP 2982 DT4 4 A 76 9.3 126/343 750/2500 1865 915 $53,490 

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 79 SERIES

The ‘working’ LandCruiser has new-gen V8 turbo-diesel power, which will 
cop service in many Toyotas for years to come; the state of tune will vary 
within the model range. Recent upgrade has brought a new dashboard 
with driver and passenger airbags, as well as reach- and height-
adjustment on the steering wheel. Optional front and rear diff locks are a 
great bonus off road.

WORKMATE  C/CHAS 4461 DTV8 5 M 180 11.5 151/430 750/3500 2045 1250 $58,790

GX C/CHAS 4461 DTV8 5 M 180 11.5 151/430 750/3500 2050 1250 $60,790

GXL C/CHAS 4461 DTV8 5 M 180 11.5 151/430 750/3500 2065 1235 $62,790

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 78 SERIES
Like the 79 Series cab-chassis models and the updated 76 Series 
wagon, the 78 Series Troop Carrier is powered by Toyota’s 4.5L V8 
turbo-diesel. With 430Nm available from just 1200rpm it makes the 
gearbox almost redundant. Basic Workmate model comes with three 
or 11 seats, while GXL has five seats. Factory diff locks make the 78 
virtually unstoppable. A great bush tourer, now even better with driver 
and passenger airbags.

WORKMATE 3 SEAT TROOPCARRIER 4461 DTV8 5 M 180 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2320 980 $65,790 

WORKMATE 11 SEAT TROOPCARRIER 4461 DTV8 5 M 180 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2320 980 $66,890 

GXL TROOPCARRIER 4461 DTV8 5 M 180 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2335 965 $67,990 

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER DOUBLE CAB

The LC70 Double Cab has the same 4.5L V8 turbo-diesel as in the entire 
70 series line-up. With an updated interior, ABS, dual front SRS airbags 
and 4 wheel discs brakes, in GXL guise it has been a hit in the mining 
community plus with many off-road enthusiasts. With optional front and 
rear diff locks, it is be a solid performer in the bush, however, air-con is 
still only an option.

WORKMATE  DOUBLE C/CHAS 4461 DTV8 5 M 130 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2205 1100 $63,990

GXL  DOUBLE C/CHAS 4461 DTV8 5 M 130 11.9 151/430 750/3500 2205 1100 $67,990
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Motor Vehicle
• Agreed value options
• All accessories included
• Modifications OK
• Full off-road cover
• No claim bonus protection
• Flexible cover

Camping
• Theft from open air
• Fire & malicious
• Cover in vehicle and at campsite

Caravans and Campers
• Australia wide cover
• Agreed value options

 Annual or monthly payments 
 Australia wide cover  4WD club discounts

SPECIALISED 4WD AND CAMPING 
INSURANCE SOLUTIONS

Call Lisa, toll free on: 1800 633 745 
Apply online: ajg.com.au/4wd

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co (Aus) Limited. AFSL 238312. To the extent that any material in this brochure may be considered advice, it may only be considered general advice as it does 
not take into account your personal objectives, needs or financial situation. Arthur J. Gallagher urges you to read the relevant policy wording and consider whether any products are 
appropriate for your situation before making a decision to acquire insurance. Ref: 0885-Jan15
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EPIC TOURING:BRINDABELLAS, ACTCARNARVON GORGE, QLDWILD WEST COAST, TAS 
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REVEALED: THE BEST SETUP FOR YOUR NEW 4WDOUR NEW
PLUS 
TURBO DIESELS HEAD TO HEAD:

NISSAN’S 550 V6 vs TOYOTA’S 4.5L V8

EVERY SETUP 
COVERED:

COILS - LEAFS - SHOCKS

IFS - SOLID AXLE - 
FULLY INDEPENDENT
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