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The main stories... 4 NEWS 

What happened 
Hillary Clinton confirmed the worst-kept secret in 
U.S. politics on Sunday, formally announcing her 
second campaign for president with a pledge to 
bring prosperity to the country’s struggling mid-
dle class. The former secretary of state broke the 
news at the end of a short online video featuring 
a diverse assortment of Americans preparing for 
new challenges. The economy is “stacked in favor 
of those at the top,” she said. “Everyday Ameri-
cans need a champion, and I want to be that 
champion.” Clinton, who hopes to raise as much 
as $2.5 billion in campaign funds, followed her 
announcement by unveiling a new logo—an “H” 
with an arrow—and embarking on a 1,000-mile 
road trip in a Secret Service van to meet voters in 
Iowa, a key caucus state. There she sought to emphasize a warmer, 
more personal campaign style, and said that her priorities were 
stopping the flood of “dark money” in politics, possibly through 
a constitutional amendment; strengthening the economy; helping 
families; and protecting national security against foreign threats. 
 
The first Democrat to announce a 2016 run, Clinton polls more 
than 40 points above other potential contenders from her party, 
such as former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley. She also has 
higher approval ratings than all her likely Republican opponents, 
who denounced her candidacy. Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker said 
Clinton had “the same Washington-knows-best mentality people 
around the country are looking to move beyond.” 

What the editorials said 
The only real rationale for Hillary’s candidacy is that she’ll “keep 
power for the Democratic Party and American liberals,” said The 
Wall Street Journal. Clinton and her many supporters will no 
doubt “emphasize her X-chromosomes,” but Clinton “lacks her 
husband’s charisma,” and the recent email-server scandal reminded 
everyone of her “congenital deception.” Plus, it’ll be hard to con-
vince voters that “a 67-year-old who came onto the national stage 
a quarter-century ago is the fresh voice of the future.”
 
Clinton’s biggest strengths are her “competence and experience,” 
said The Economist. She visited an impressive 112 countries as 

secretary of state, and she has personal knowl-
edge of all the players and all the trouble spots. 
After eight years as Bill Clinton’s closest adviser 
and eight years in the Senate, “she understands 
Washington, D.C., as well as anyone.” But Clin-
ton’s beliefs on foreign policy, the economy, and 
other issues are “strangely hard to pin down.” 
Clinton has “questions to answer.”

What the columnists said 
“Hillary Clinton is probably going to win the 
election,” said Jonathan Chait in NYmag.com. 
Presidential contests bring out lots of young, 
black, Hispanic, and poor voters, who lean 
Democratic. The economy is growing, and Pres-
ident Obama’s rising approval ratings suggest 

the public “feels satisfied with the Democrats’ policy direction.” 
And while Hillary can’t offer anything new, she will still be “the 
candidate of the only major American political party not run by lu-
natics.” Her opponent, whoever he turns out to be, will be forced 
to deny climate change and embrace proposals to cut benefits for 
the poor and elderly while giving huge tax cuts to the rich.
 
Actually, Clinton is anything but inevitable, said Megan McArdle 
in BloombergView.com. In 2016, she’ll be slightly older than Ron-
ald Reagan when he was elected, and even a minor health scare 
will “plant questions in voters’ minds” as to whether she’s up to 
the job. Besides, the former First Lady really isn’t “a particularly 
good candidate,” with a public demeanor that ranges from “well 
coached” to “annoyed.” It’s her bristling reaction to criticism that 
could really hurt, said Ruth Marcus in The Washington Post. 
When Clinton feels under attack, she has a habit of “lashing out” 
and saying something like: “We came out of the White House dead 
broke.” To succeed, she’ll have to avoid these “unforced errors.” 
 
As things stand, Clinton’s election chances are “a toss-up,” said 
Nate Silver in FiveThirtyEight.com. The “blue wall” of supposed-
ly guaranteed Democratic states will be nowhere near as solid with 
Obama not on the ballot. The economy could run into trouble 
by a year from now. And Republicans will spend the next year 
training their fire on Hillary as they compete for their own party’s 
nomination. “Get ready for an extremely competitive election.”
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A more personal approach

■■More than 4 million pets are euthanized in the U.S. 
every year, mostly because of overcrowding in shelters. 
But a growing number of kindhearted pilots have been 
donating their time, fuel, and aircraft to transporting 
unwanted rescue dogs to less overburdened shelters, 

where many of them are 
quickly  adopted. Groups 
like Wings of Rescue 
and Pilots N Paws have 
helped tens of thousands 
of strays find new homes 
over the past several 
years, and the number of 
volunteer aviators contin-
ues to rise. “We get a lot 
of the glory,” said pilot 
Angela Garcia. “But in 
reality, it’s just pure fun.”

■■ In many developing countries, 
poor hygiene and sanitation can 
be a death sentence. That fact 
led sales exec Shawn Seipler to 
quit his job seven years ago to 
launch Clean the World, a charity 
dedicated to collecting and recy-
cling leftover hotel soap for those 
in need. His company has since 
partnered with Global Soap, and 
together the two groups have de-
livered more than 25 million bars 
to 99 countries. “One of the most 
effective ways to prevent many 
deaths is actually just hand wash-
ing with soap,” said Global Soap 
director Sam Stephens. “We’re 
hoping to make a difference.”

■■When Amy Mainzer discovered an 
asteroid in 2010, she knew she wanted 
to name it after someone important. 
Last week, the NASA astrophysicist 
chose Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani 
teen activist who was shot in the 
head by a Taliban gunman in 2012 for 
promoting girls’ education. “Very few 
[asteroids] have been named to honor 
women,” Mainzer wrote to Yousafzai 
announcing her namesake space rock, 
316201 Malala, which circles the sun 
between Mars and Jupiter every five 
and a half years. But we “need the 
brainpower of all smart people to solve 
humanity’s most difficult problems.”

It wasn’t all bad

A pilot with rescued pooches
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What happened
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) urged voters to make a 
“generational choice” as he launched his 2016 pres-
idential campaign in Miami this week, in a pas-
sionate speech that highlighted the senator’s Cuban 
 immi grant roots and sought to set the telegenic 
43-year-old apart from his older White House ri-
vals. “Just yesterday, a leader from yesterday began 
a campaign for president,” said Rubio, in a dig at 
Democratic frontrunner Hillary Clinton. “But yester-
day is over, and we are never going back.” If elected 
president, Rubio said he would counter Chinese and 
Russian aggression and protect “all life.” The sen-
ator finished with a tribute to his bartender father, 
who worked hard “so that tonight I could stand be-
hind this podium in front of this room and this nation. That jour-
ney,” said Rubio, “is the essence of the American Dream.”

Once considered a leading Republican light, Rubio alienated 
many Tea Party supporters in 2013 by co-sponsoring a bipartisan 
immigration reform bill. Rubio is tied for sixth place in the lat-
est CNN poll of Republicans, with 7 percent of support—far be-
hind former mentor Florida Gov. Jeb Bush’s 16 percent. If Bush 
runs, as expected, political experts predict a nasty fight between 
the two friends over key Republicans and Florida’s wealthy do-
nors. “I’m not going to lie,” said Ana Navarro, a GOP strategist 
and fundraiser. “It gives me a lump in my throat.”

What the editorials said
Rubio is already in “the top tier of Republican candidates,” said 
NationalReview.com. The freshman senator is intelligent, char-
ismatic, and “speaks movingly about his love for the United 
States.” Even better, his Cuban-American background could help 
the GOP pick up support among overwhelmingly Democratic-
voting Hispanics. Hillary Clinton must be cursing her luck: After 
being rudely surprised by an upstart Barack Obama eight years 
ago, the Democratic heavyweight finds herself facing another el-
oquent “young politician with a fresh policy agenda.” 

That all depends “on which Rubio is running,” said  Bloomberg 
View.com. In the five years since he was elected, the senator has 

shown himself to be both “thoughtful and reck-
less.” Rubio courageously came out in favor of im-
migration reform, for example, but then imme-
diately abandoned his position “when his party’s 
base demanded it.” He has proposed sensible ex-
pansions to child tax credits, but he denies climate 
change is caused by humans and he has outdated, 
belligerent stances on Cuba and Iran. There are 
two Rubios at war with each other: one pragmatic, 
one partisan. “It will be interesting to see which 
version predominates.” 

What the columnists said
Clinton has every reason to feel nervous, said Matt 
Lewis in TheDailyBeast.com. “I’ve been in the 

room when Rubio speaks—even a cynical scribbler who’s heard 
a million speeches feels the hairs on the back of his neck stand 
up.” His appeal isn’t just rhetorical, either. A lot of urbanites and 
Millennials reflexively reject conservatism on a cultural basis; 
they just can’t see themselves “belonging to a Southern party that 
looks and sounds like, say, George W. Bush.” Put the young, cos-
mopolitan figure of Rubio in front of them, though, and they 
might change their minds.

Problem is, Rubio is “everyone’s second choice,” said Jamelle 
Bouie in Slate.com. If you’re an establishment conservative crav-
ing legislative experience, you’ll go for Jeb Bush or Wisconsin 
Gov. Scott Walker. If you’re an “evangelical eager for a cham-
pion,” Ted Cruz is your man. A libertarian? Rand Paul. “Rubio 
may appeal to every base, but every base is already covered.”

“The most likely nominee is the one who can bridge those gaps,” 
said Paul Waldman in WashingtonPost.com. Rubio has every rea-
son to think it could be him. While the senator currently comes in 
sixth in Republican polls, he “looks like the most formidable gen-
eral election candidate the GOP has, even if Republican voters 
don’t seem to know it yet.’’ Still, he’s taking a major risk in giv-
ing up his Senate seat to make this race, said Michael Mishak in 
NationalJournal.com. By 2016, Rubio could find himself sitting 
at home, twiddling his thumbs—“having given away a promising 
Senate career without ever sniffing a shot at the White House.” 

Rubio makes a presidential pitch for change

A
P

Between now and November 2016, reporters and pundits will write 
tens of thousands of stories about Hillary Clinton and the many 
Republicans running for president. The candidates’ strategies, 

speeches, debates, gaffes, poll numbers, and (occasionally) policy views will be sifted, dissected, 
analyzed, and criticized. But what if all that verbiage tells us virtually nothing about who will win? 
An infuential school of political scientists insists that presidential elections are not determined by 
what candidates do and say in the campaigns, but by “fundamentals.” Emory University political 
scientist Alan Abramowitz, who has correctly predicted the popular vote winner in every presiden-
tial election since 1988, says that what really counts are a few tectonic factors: Is the economy on 
the upswing before the election? What’s the approval rating of the current occupant of the White 
House? Are swing voters so unhappy and pessimistic that they’re eager to toss out the party in 
power, or do they feel good enough about the country’s direction to stay the course?
   The number of voters in play is very small. As Jonathan Chait points out this week in NYMag 
.com, “each party seems to be able to count on the support of at least 45 percent of the vot-
ers regardless of what is happening in the world.” That means the two parties and their army of 
strategists and donors will spend about $5 billion to sway the votes of 10 percent of the popula-
tion—actually, just 10 percent of voters in a handful of swing states. The pivotal ballots, political 
scientists say, will be cast mostly by “low-information voters” who don’t follow politics closely 
and rely on vague, gut feelings. Ah, democracy. Inspiring, isn’t it?
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Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Abortion laws: What Americans really think
Step by step, Republicans are repealing abortion rights, 
said Katie McDonough in Salon.com. The latest “anti-
choice horror” comes from Kansas, which last week passed 
“The Unborn Child Protection From Dismemberment 
Abortion Act,” which bans dilation and evacuation—the 
method doctors say is the safest way of ending a preg-
nancy in the second trimester. If the bill’s name “sounds 
distractingly gruesome to you, that’s by design.” 
Since they invented the term “partial birth abortion” 
20 years ago, Republicans have been using shocking 
terms to alarm people, control the narrative, and 
make abortions as difficult to obtain in many states 
as they were before Roe v. Wade. Republican Sen. 
Rand Paul clearly got the memo, said David Weigel in Bloomberg 
.com. Asked this week if he would ban abortions even in cases 
of rape or incest, the newly declared presidential candidate 
replied with a “script flip,” telling reporters to go ask Democratic 
National Committee chief Debbie Wasserman Schultz “if she’s OK 
with killing a 7-pound baby that’s just not born yet.”

Good for Rand Paul, said Mollie Hemingway in TheFederalist 
.com. Democrats rarely get asked the “tough questions” about 
their blanket support for all abortion. The Democratic Party’s 
official position is that unborn children can be legally killed for 
any reason at any time—a stance at odds with the 71 percent of 
the American public that supports at least some restriction on 
abortion. “Democrats are the real abortion extremists,” said Ian 
Tuttle in NationalReview.com. The practice just banned in Kansas 
involves reaching into the womb with a forceps and suctioning 
device and “literally tearing an unborn child limb from limb.” 
Democrats do not find that objectionable, just as they do not 
object to aborting unborn children because they have Down syn-

drome, club foot, or cleft palate, or are simply inconvenient. 
“Democrats are OK with all of it.”

Democrats say these are personal and medical decisions, 
said Elizabeth Stoker Bruenig in NewRepublic.com. So 

now I have a question for you pro-lifers: If you succeed 
in outlawing all or most abortion, what would you do 

with women who get abortions anyway? Since “pro-
life logic’’ dictates these women have killed “chil-
dren” and not fetuses, should they and their doctors 

be convicted of murder and sent to jail for decades? 
Should they suffer the death penalty, as some pro-lifers 
have suggested? Not incidentally, “the majority of 

women who have abortions are already mothers,” so when you 
sent them to jail, you’d rob their kids of a parent. Most women 
who have late-term abortions do so because the fetus has “serious 
health issues and won’t survive outside the womb,” said Tara Culp-
Ressler in ThinkProgress.org. The GOP’s “nasty campaign” to 
demonize these already heartbroken women is disgusting.

Most Americans are very conflicted by this debate, said W. James 
Antle III in TheWeek.com. That’s because “both sides make a 
legitimate, intellectually coherent case.” Abortion “really does end 
the life of a fetus,” and yet “unwanted pregnancy really is a major 
hardship for women.” People with “absolute” positions on abor-
tion are in the minority, said Sarah Kliff in Vox.com. Nearly 4 in 
10 Americans refuse to adopt either the “pro-choice” or “pro-
life” label. Two-thirds do not want to see Roe overturned, yet 
only 46 percent think abortion should be legal in all or almost all 
situations. “We’ve framed out abortion debate all wrong.’’ A true 
picture of how people feel about this agonizing issue “isn’t black 
or white—it’s thousands of different shades of gray.” 

Only in America

  ■ A speaker at the National 
Rifle Association’s annual 
meeting warned attendees to 
arm themselves against the 
Islamic extremists who, he 
claimed, have seized control 
of cities across the U.S. Au-
thor Steve Tarani said sharia 
law and “no-go zones” are 
now being established in vari-
ous cities. “I have seen it with 
my own eyes,” Tarani said. 
He also stated that terrorists 
are now streaming across the 
country’s “porous borders.” 

  ■ A San Diego man trying to 
board a bus in his wheelchair 
was stripped of his transit 
pass because he didn’t have 
proper “proof” of his dis-
ability. A transit cop told Joey 
Canales, 31, that he wasn’t 
carrying the proper paper-
work and confiscated the 
pass. “My disability is not hid-
den,” Canales told the officer, 
who also issued him a ticket.  

Boring but important

Permanent ‘doc fix’

After months of negotiations, 
the Senate this week passed 
a bill that would finally elimi-
nate a flawed Medicare pay-
ment formula that has caused 
legislative headaches for more 
than a decade. The 92-8 vote 
averted a 21 percent cut to 
doctors’ pay before it was due 
to go into effect. Congress will 
no longer have to go through 
an annual ritual of passing a 
“doc fix” to a 1997 Medicare 
law that would have slashed 
doctors’ pay—and which 
prompts physicians each year 
to threaten to boycott Medi-
care patients. Instead, doctors 
will now receive 0.5 percent 
annual pay increases through 
2019, at which point payments 
will be based on performance 
rather than the traditional fee-
for- service system. President 
Obama said he would sign 
the bill.

Reality checks, after an Ottawa mother quit the anti-vaxxer 
movement when all seven of her kids came down with whooping 
cough. “Right now my family is living the consequences of misin-
formation and fear,” said Tara Hills. “But we can learn from this.” 

Rocket fuel, after the International Space Station was outfitted 
with an Italian-made espresso machine to give crew members a 
break from instant coffee. “It’s just to boost spirits,” said a NASA 
spokesman. 

Sharing clothes, after Danielle Busby of Houston gave birth to 
the first set of all-female quintuplets in U.S. history. 

Hunting varmints, after a Georgia man fired a pistol at an 
armadillo and the bullet ricocheted off the animal’s armor, hit a 
fence, went through the back door of his mother-in-law’s trailer, 
pierced her chair, and struck her in the back. Her injuries were 
minor. The armadillo died.

Getting a closer look, after an Ohio woman was charged with 
child endangerment for dangling her 2-year old over the cheetah 
pen at the Cleveland Zoo—and accidentally dropping him. The 
boy was quickly rescued.

Lying down on the job, after an Alaska Airlines flight had to 
make an emergency landing when passengers heard banging and 
 yelling under the cabin floor. After the plane landed, an embar-
rassed baggage handler emerged from the cargo hold, saying he’d 
fallen asleep there before takeoff. 

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Panama City, Fla.
Spring-break rape: Two Alabama college 
students were charged with sexual battery 
last week after allegedly raping an uncon-
scious woman in broad daylight in front 
of hundreds of spring breakers partying 
on a Panama City beach. The March 
incident only came to authorities’ atten-
tion after police discovered a video of the 
assault while investigating an unrelated 
shooting in Alabama. When investiga-
tors tracked down the alleged victim, she 
said she couldn’t remember the assault 
and may have been drugged. Bay County 
Sheriff Frank McKeithen described the 
footage as one of the “most disgusting, 
repulsive, sickening” things he had ever 
seen. “This is happening in broad day-
light,” said McKeithen, “and [people] are 
more concerned about spilling their beer 
than somebody being raped.” The two 
men, both students at Troy University, 
have been suspended by the school.

New York City
9/11 lawsuits: Attorneys for Saudi 
Arabia have asked a Manhattan judge to 
reject lawsuits from the families of 9/11 
victims that accuse the kingdom of help-
ing al Qaida launch the terrorist attacks. 
In legal papers filed last week, the Arab 
nation’s lawyers told U.S. District Judge 
George Daniels that there was no evi-
dence linking Saudi Arabia to 9/11 and 
asked him to ignore recent comments 
made to plaintiffs’ lawyers by imprisoned 
al Qaida member Zacarias Moussaoui. 
The attorneys said Moussaoui’s claim 
that Saudi Arabia was in contact with 
Osama bin Laden in the lead-up to the 
attacks was “immaterial hearsay” from 
a mentally ill terrorist. The papers were 
filed a day after former Florida Sen. Bob 
Graham accused the FBI of covering up 
its own investigation into a Saudi family 
in Sarasota, Fla., who were connected 
to the hijackers and who fled the U.S. 
shortly before the attacks.

Tulsa
Deputy’s fatal mistake: A 73-year-old 
volunteer sheriff who has donated thou-
sands of dollars to Tulsa’s police depart-
ment was charged with second-degree 
manslaughter this week after he fatally 
shot an unarmed black man during an 
undercover weapons sting. Police footage 
showed suspect Eric Harris, 44, selling 
an illegal handgun to plainclothes officers 
and fleeing when they tried to arrest him. 
Deputies tackled Harris and volunteer 
Reserve Deputy Robert Bates—an insur-
ance company CEO in his day job—
shouted, “Taser! Taser!” But instead of 
pullin g out his stun gun, investigators 
said, he mistakenly drew his fire-
arm and shot Harris in the back. 
“Oh, I shot him,” said Bates. 
“I’m sorry.” Harris’s family has 
accused Tulsa County Sheriff 
Stanley Glanz—who received 
$2,500 toward his re-election 
campaign from Bates—of 
allowing the wealthy business-
man to “pay to play” cop. “It’s 
absolutely mind-boggling,” said 
their attorney.

Boston
Hernandez 
guilty: 
Former New 
England 
Patriots tight 
end Aaron 
Hernandez 
was sen-
tenced by a 
Boston jury 
to life in prison this week for the first-
degree murder of friend Odin Lloyd. 
Lloyd, 27, who was dating the sister 
of Hernandez’s fiancée, was gunned 
down at a deserted industrial park near 
Hernandez’s home in North Attleboro, 
Mass., in June 2013. Prosecutors sus-
pect Hernandez killed Lloyd because 
he was worried the young man knew 
too much about his alleged involvement 
in a deadly 2012 drive-by shooting in 
Boston. But the judge banned prosecu-
tors from telling the jury that theory on 

the basis that it was speculation. 
Hernandez is now awaiting 
murder charges for that same 

shooting. The former NFL star 
nodded as the jury read out its 
verdict, mouthing to his mother: 

“Be strong. Be strong.”

Marana, Ariz.
Suspect mowed 
down: A police 
chief this week 
defended one of 
his officers’s deci-
sions to ram his 
police car into an 
armed suspect. 

The incident occurred in February as 
police chased down Mario Valencia, 36, 
who allegedly went on a daylong crime 
spree, stole a rifle and ammunition, and 
repeatedly threatened to kill himself. 
In a dashboard video that emerged this 
week, the officer guns his engine and 
plows into Valencia from behind as he 
walks slowly down the street. Police 
Chief Terry Rozema said Officer Michael 
Rapiejko made the right call, because 
Valencia might have taken hostages or 
been shot by officers. But a lawyer for 
Valencia, who suffers from mental illness,  
disagreed. “I find it ludicrous to say that 
we’re saving this man’s life who’s suicidal 
by almost killing him.” After two days in 
the hospital, Valencia was charged with 
multiple felonies. 

Atlanta
Cheating punished: A frustrated judge 
this week handed down stiff prison sen-
tences to eight Atlanta educators involved 
in one of the nation’s largest school 
cheating scandals. Eleven administra-
tors and teachers were convicted under 
Georgia’s RICO law; all were African-
Americans working in low-income 
schools and were accused of inflating test 
scores in exchange for bonuses. With the 
local community divided over whether 
the educators should go to prison, Judge 
Jerry Baxter urged the defendants to 
strike a plea deal with prosecutors. Two 
agreed to negotiate a deal; Baxter sen-
tenced eight of the remaining defendants 
to up to seven years in prison. The final 
one will be sentenced later. “Yesterday I 
said to everyone, this is the time to search 
your soul,” said Baxter before announc-
ing the sentences. “No one has taken 
responsibility that I can see.” 
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Hernandez: Player turned killer

Baxter: Disciplining teachers 

Bates and Harris

The moment of impact
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Istanbul 
Anger at pope: Turkish leaders reacted with outrage 
this week after Pope Francis referred to the mass 
killings of Armenians by Ottoman Turks during 
World War I as “the first genocide of the 20th 
century.” Turkey recalled its Vatican envoy, and 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned the pope 
“not to repeat his mistake,” saying, “It is not 
possible for the Turkish Republic to accept such 
a sin, such a crime.” Most historians say that 
more than 1 million Armenians were system-
atically killed as they were driven out of Turkey. But Turkey says 
far fewer died, and only in the normal course of war. It is illegal in 
Turkey to refer to the event as genocide.

Chibok, Nigeria 
Girls forced to fight: One year after Boko 
Haram abducted 276 Christian teenage 
girls from a northern Nigerian boarding school, authorities are 
no closer to finding them—and more have been taken. Amnesty 
International said this week that the Islamist group has captured 
at least 2,000 women and girls since the start of 2014. Those who 
escape say they were raped in forced marriages and trained to 
fight. One girl who escaped, identified as Aisha, said she was sent 
to attack her own village. “Some refused to learn how to kill oth-
ers,” she said. “They were buried in a mass grave in the bush.”

Montevideo, Uruguay 
Leftist hero dies: Writer Eduardo Galeano, chronicler of U.S. 
and European imperialism in Latin America, died this week 
of lung cancer at age 74. A Uruguayan national icon, Galeano 
was given a wake on the floor of the Congress building, and 
Uruguay’s president and top government and cultural figures 
attended. Galeano’s seminal work Open Veins of Latin America, 

first published in 1971, is a 
staple of Latin American stud-
ies programs and is sharply 
critical of both U.S. actions in 
the region and Latin American 
right-wing governments. At the 
2009 Summit of the Americas, 
then–Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez took a dig at President 
Obama by giving him a copy of 
the book as a gift.

Santiago, Chile 
Same-sex unions recognized: Chile has legalized same-sex unions, 
giving gay couples in common-law marriages most of the same 
rights as straight married couples. Civil-union couples can now 
inherit money and property, and share health benefits and child 
custody. It’s a huge change for the conservative country, which 
did not legalize divorce until 2004 or decriminalize gay sex 
until 1999. “Today we’re advancing as a society,” said President 
Michelle Bachelet. “We’re taking a fundamental step on this road 
of rights, justice, and respect for individual liberties.” Gay civil 
unions and marriages conducted abroad will also be recognized.

Mexico City 
Mexican tuna is dolphin safe: The World Trade Organization 
has sided with Mexico against the U.S. in a dispute over the 
“dolphin safe” label on canned tuna. The WTO says the way 
the U.S. amended its dolphin-safe certification process appears 
designed to exclude Mexican-caught tuna from the U.S. market. 
For tuna caught where U.S. boats fish, only the captain has to 
certify that no dolphins were harmed, but for tuna 
caught in the southern tropical Pacific, where 
most Mexican boats fish, an independent 
observer is also required. In addition, 
the regulation specifically excludes a 
type of dolphin-safe netting technique that Mexicans use. The 
WTO has ordered the U.S. to change the certification process. 

Messina, Italy  
Record migrant rescues, deaths: 
Nearly 10,000 desperate refugees 
were rescued from overcrowded 
boats in the Mediterranean 
this week, a record high, but 
another 400 are believed to have 
drowned when one of the boats 
sank, also a record. Most of the 
migrants were from Syria or 
sub-Saharan Africa, fleeing war 

and poverty. European Union officials said some half-million 
people are massed in Libyan ports waiting to get a spot on a 
boat to Europe, and plans are underway to relieve Italy of the 
responsibility for rescuing and processing the human flood. “The 
unprecedented influx of migrants at our borders, and in par-
ticular refugees, is unfortunately the new norm,” said Dimitris 
Avramopoulos, EU commissioner for migration.
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Protesting abductions

Rescued migrants arrive in Italy. Francis: Outspoken

Galeano: Anti-imperialist icon
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Jerusalem 
Easing of entry: For the first time since the start of 
the second intifada in 2000, Israel has begun allowing 
some Palestinian private cars to cross into Israel from 
the West Bank. The exception is limited to Palestinian 
doctors with hospital jobs in Israel. “This is a signifi-
cant step intended to assist doctors in completing their 
lifesaving mission,” said Brig. Gen. David Menachem, 
head of the Israeli government body that coordinates 
civil activities in the Palestinian territories. Earlier this 
month, Israel released Palestinian tax revenues that it 
had withheld in protest when the Palestinian Authority joined the 
International Criminal Court. 

Durban, South Africa 
Attacks on immigrants: At least five 
people were killed in South Africa this 
week in the country’s latest outbreak of 
anti-immigrant riots. More than 1,400 
foreigners fled their homes in Durban and 
surrounding townships and took refuge in 
camps set up by the government. Foreign 

shopkeepers—mainly Somalis, Ethiopians, and Pakistanis—closed 
their Durban businesses, fearing the same kind of attacks and 
looting that hit immigrant-run stores in Johannesburg in January. 
The riots this week began after a rumor spread that a grocery 
had fired local workers so it could hire cheaper immigrants. “We 
are forced to once again hang our heads in shame in the face 
of these misguided and misplaced assaults,” said Zizi Kodwa, 
spokesman for the ruling African National Congress party.

Ramadi, Iraq 
ISIS in Sunni heartland: City lead-
ers appealed for help this week as 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria 
went on the offensive and fought 
for control of Ramadi, the capital 
of Iraq’s Anbar province. Ramadi, 
just 70 miles from Baghdad, is the 
last major Anbar city not yet under 
ISIS’s sway. Because Anbar’s popu-
lation is mostly Sunni, Iraqi gov-
ernment troops battling ISIS can’t turn to the Iran-backed Shiite 
militias that have helped them in Tikrit and elsewhere. Those 
militias have been accused of committing atrocities against Sunni 
civilians. The Pentagon said this week that thanks to a combina-
tion of U.S. airstrikes, Iraqi military advances, and Shiite militia 
attacks, Iraq has retaken about one-quarter of the territory lost to 
ISIS over the past year.

Tehran 
Anti-missile system: Russia has approved 
the sale of a highly advanced missile defense 
system to Iran. The S-300 system—which 
Iran is buying for $800 million—could be 
deployed to protect Iran’s nuclear facilities. 
That would make the sites more difficult for 
the U.S. or Israel to destroy if diplomatic 
efforts to curb Tehran’s nuclear program fail. 
The surface-to-air missiles are defensive and 
so aren’t covered under the United Nations 

arms embargo against Iran, but Russia has until now observed 
a self-imposed moratorium on shipments of such weapons to 
Iran. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu phoned Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to protest the sale, saying it “will only 
encourage Iranian aggression in the region.”

Canberra, Australia 
No jab, no pay: Australian parents who don’t vaccinate their kids 
will no longer get government child-care benefits. “The choice 
made by families not to immunize their children is not supported 
by public policy or medical research,” Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott said in announcing the policy change, which takes effect 
next year. The benefits are not just for the poor; most Australian 
families get subsidies and tax breaks for their child-care expenses. 
Exceptions to the vaccine requirement will be made only for 
those belonging to a religion that has formally filed an objection. 
The number of unvaccinated children under 7 has more than 
doubled in Australia in the past decade because of a mistaken 
belief that vaccines cause autism.

Karachi, Pakistan 
Terrorist released: Pakistan has released on bail 
 Zaki-ur- Rehman Lakhvi, a top leader of the 
 Lashkar-e- Taiba terrorist group and the suspected 
mastermind of the 2008 Mumbai attacks. The four-
day assault on India’s largest city killed 164 people 
and wounded hundreds more, and India strongly 
protested Lakhvi’s release. “Known terrorists not 
being effectively prosecuted constitutes a real secu-
rity threat for India,” said India’s Foreign Ministry. 
Pakistani authorities said they lacked enough evi-
dence to deny Lakhvi bail, but Indian officials said 

they had turned over massive documentation, including the confes-
sion of the only Mumbai gunman to be captured alive.
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Cobain’s life as the daughter of a legend
Frances Bean Cobain is reminded every day of 
the father she never knew, said David Fricke in 
Rolling Stone. “I was around 15 when I realized 
he was inescapable,” the 22-year-old says of 
her dad, Nirvana frontman Kurt Cobain, who 
committed suicide when she was 20 months 
old. “If I was in a car and had the radio on, 
there’s my dad. He’s larger than life. Our culture 

is obsessed with dead musicians.” When people who knew Kurt 
meet her, she says, they invariably act freaked out. “When they 
see me, they see Kurt. When they’re looking at me, you can see 
they’re looking at a ghost.” Cobain, who says she doesn’t “really 
like Nirvana that much,” thinks it was too much adulation that 
led her father to take his life. “He had a lot thrown on him, 
exceeding his ambition,” she says. “He wanted his band to be suc-
cessful. But he didn’t want to be the voice of a f---ing generation. 
Kurt got to the point where he eventually had to sacrifice every bit 
of who he was to his art, because the world demanded it of him. 
I think that was why he felt everyone would be happier without 
him. In reality, if he had lived, I would have had a dad. And that 
would have been an incredible experience.”

The man who swims with icebergs
Lewis Pugh has truly earned his reputation as a human polar bear, 
said Giles Whittell in The Times (U.K.). Over the past 12 years, 
the British swimmer has navigated some of the most frigid waters 
on Earth in nothing more than a pair of Speedos, goggles, and 
a swimming cap. He swam a kilometer (0.6 miles) at the North 
Pole, in a bid to raise awareness about the disappearing ice cap. 
He crossed a glacial lake two-thirds of the way up Mount Everest, 
and last month he swam in the Antarctic Ocean. The 30-degree 
saltwater there is so close to freezing that when Pugh’s wife went 
out to check the sea for killer whales and a wave crashed over her 
boat, she didn’t actually get wet. “I saw the water come out and 
turn into ice,” he says. “It landed on her as ice.” After just a few 
minutes of swimming, Pugh had to get out because his arms and 
fingers had turned white. He survives in frigid waters because he 
has learned to control his core body temperature, and can raise it 
at will by about 3 degrees. “Just as I’m getting into the water,”  he 
says, “I’m sweating and I’m thirsty.” Pugh, 45, says he risks his 
life out of a desire to bring attention to the consequences of global 
warming, not because he gets a kick out of being cold. “Anybody 
who says they enjoy the cold, well, they haven’t really been cold.” 

Louis C.K. can’t escape the fear he’ll wind up losing everything, 

said Lacey Rose in The Hollywood Reporter. Now one of the coun-

try’s most successful comedians, the former Louis Szekely traces 

his anxiety back to his childhood in suburban Boston, where he 

and his three sisters were brought up by a single mother after a 

divorce. “My mom worked all day and raised us on saltless crack-

ers,” says C.K., 47. “I always have a sense that I still might end up 

back there—or driving a cab somewhere.” He was a struggling 

stand-up comic in New York City until about a decade ago, when 

his career took off and he began selling out theaters across the 

U.S. “It freaked me out. I would always get 10 grand in cash every 

show because I needed to touch the money. I was squirreling 

away cash. I had something like $100,000 in my apartment.” C.K. 

is now more comfortable with his wealth, but is determined not to 

let his two daughters grow up spoiled. He insists that his 13-year-

old take “a smelly city bus” to school, even though he rides to his 

office at about the same time in his chauffeur-driven Mercedes. 

“Me? I earned that Mercedes. But I can’t have my kid doing that.” 
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C.K.’s money complex

 ■ Barry Manilow quietly married his long-
time manager, Garry Kief, last year, but has 
kept the nuptials secret for fear of 
alienating fans. The private wed-
ding ceremony took place at the 
71-year-old’s Palm Springs man-
sion, in front of an audience of 
30 guests who thought they’d 
just been invited over for 
lunch. “It was a total 
surprise,” a source 
told the National 
Enquirer. Manilow’s 
30-year relationship with Kief, 
66, has been an open secret 
in the music business, though 
the perma-tanned crooner 

has never publicly discussed his sexuality, 
worrying how the older women who love 
his music would react. Indeed, some of his 
fans were left inconsolable by news of the 
wedding. “My Mum can’t stop crying about 
Barry,” posted one woman on Twitter. 

 ■ Gwyneth Paltrow has once again found 
herself the source of widespread mockery: 

this time, for accepting a challenge to 
survive for a week on $29 of groceries, to 
raise awareness for poor families living 
on food stamps. Several scathing social 
media users pointed out that the money 
spent on many products on Paltrow’s 
luxury-lifestyle website, Goop, could 

feed a poor family for a year. Others tore 
into Paltrow’s $29 grocery basket, which 
contained a number of elitist purchases. 
“If ur trying to buy all ur groceries for $29 

u don’t buy 7 limes and 2 different kinds of 
lettuce and avocado,” tweeted one. 

 ■ A tearful Sandra Bullock cowered inside 
her bedroom closet while a stalker roamed 
her Bel Air, Calif., home, according to an 
audiotape of the 911 call th e terrified actress 
made when the man broke into her house 
last June. “I’m hiding in the closet,” Bullock, 
breathing heavily, tells the dispatcher. As 
Bullock directs police to her house, the 
man—who was carrying a notebook of 
graphic messages about the actress—tries 
to enter Bullock’s bedroom. “I hear them. I 
hear someone banging on the door,” says 
a panicked Bullock. Moments later, cops 
arrived on the scene and arrested Joshua 
James Corbett. The tape was played at a 
preliminary hearing of charges against 
Corbett, who faces 26 felony counts. 

  



What is the U.S. prison population? 
It’s higher than any country’s in the world, 
including China’s and Russia’s. The U.S. 
is now home to a quarter of the world’s 
inmates, despite making up just 5 percent 
of the global population. The total number 
of federal, state, county, and local prison-
ers has ballooned from 320,000 in 1980 
to about 2.4 million today—and taxpayers 
spend more than $80 billion a year to keep 
all these people locked up. Recidivism rates 
are appallingly high. About 40 percent of 
inmates are African-American. These trou-
bling facts have given rise to a “deincarcer-
ation” movement that has brought together 
both liberals and conservatives who want better, cheaper, more 
effective ways of dealing with people who commit crimes. “The 
idea that we lock people up, throw them away forever, never 
give them a second chance at redemption, isn’t what America is 
about,” says Republican former Texas Gov. Rick Perry. 

What’s the alternative? 
Texas, one of the nation’s reddest states, thinks it has some 
an swers. Before his term ended in January, Perry poured $241 mil-
lion into funding drug-treatment alternatives that would send 
offenders to rehab rather than prison, as well as expanding pro-
bation programs and giving well-behaved inmates credits that 
could buy them an early release. The state’s prison population has 
dropped 3 percent since 2010, and Texas closed prisons for the 
first time in 166 years. Other states are now following suit. 

Why are so many people locked up? 
The steep increase in prison sentences began with high crime rates 
in the 1970s and then escalated with the crack epidemic of the 
’80s. Lawmakers responded by passing laws imposing mandatory 
minimum sentences for drug crimes. Longer sentences for drug 
crimes, in turn, led “tough on crime” prosecutors to seek longer 
sentences for burglary, robbery, and 
other offenses. At the same time, harsh 
“three strikes” rules in 26 states have 
sent thousands of third-time offenders 
to prison for disproportionately long 
terms, sometimes for minor crimes. In 
California, for example, father-of-three 
Leandro Andrade was convicted of 
stealing children’s videotapes worth 
$153 from two Kmart stores, and was 
sentenced to two 25-to-life terms. 
 
Do prisons work? 
That’s debatable. It’s true that as 
the incarceration rate has rocketed 
upward over 25 years, violent crime 
has plunged. To Sen. Jeff Sessions 
(R-Ala.), the lesson is clear: the more 
murderers and rapists you have in jail, 
“the fewer murders and rapes you 
are going to have.” Yet criminologists 
have been unable to find a direct cor-

relation between incarceration and crime 
levels. In New York state, for example, 
the city’s prison population has bucked 
national trends to drop to its lowest level 
since 1990, yet its homicide, burglary, 
and robbery rates have also plummeted 
as much as 80 percent in the same period. 
After Texas adopted reforms releasing 
thousands of prisoners, crime dropped 
by 18 percent over three years. Nor is the 
“corrections” system living up its name: 
60 percent of inmates released from prison 
find themselves back behind bars within 
three years, having totally failed to reinte-
grate into normal society.  

 
What are other states doing? 
Several states, including Kansas, have followed Texas’ lead by 
mandating drug treatment rather than prison time for some non-
violent offenders. Louisiana is releasing elderly inmates, while 
Hawaii’s HOPE program sends offenders who violate their terms 
of probation into short-term jails rather than slapping them with 
long prison terms. On the federal level, Congress is pursuing the 
bipartisan Smart Sentencing Act to reduce federal mandatory 
minimums, and the U.S. Sentencing Commission has approved the 
early release of up to 46,000 nonviolent drug offenders. But some 
criminologists say these reforms don’t go far enough.  
  
Why not? 
Only 17 percent of prisoners are behind bars because of drug 
crimes. “If you released every person in prison on a drug charge 
today,” said criminologist John Pfaff, “we’d still be the world’s 
largest incarcerating country.” America will only get its prison 
population down to a more civilized level if it confronts a much 
bigger taboo: releasing the burglars, muggers, rapists, and violent 
offenders who make up half of all inmates. Rather than just let-
ting them go free, reformers are pushing for “graduated re-entry” 

through “prison without bars.” One 
such proposal, devised by a UCLA 
team, would use the $2,600 monthly 
cost of housing an inmate to pro-
vide subsidized apartments to some 
offenders before their official release 
date. Tagged with GPS bracelets, the 
inmates would be encouraged to find 
employment, but sent back to prison 
if they violated the strict terms of 
their semi-release. The aim, says 
UCLA criminologist Mark Kleiman, 
is to encourage prisoners’ reintegra-
tion into society—rather than forcing 
them to go from “utter dependency 
to total self-sufficiency in one fly-
ing leap.” The proposal has yet to 
be tested, and Kleiman says it can 
be dropped if it doesn’t work. “But 
sticking with the existing system, and 
accepting its disastrous results, is not 
a reasonable choice,” he says.

Briefing NEWS 11

Graduates of a Texas prison-education program 

Opening the prison door
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Norway’s prison utopia 
The U.S. may be pursuing some radical prison 

reforms, but former New York state prison super-

intendent James Conway could hardly believe 

his eyes when he visited Halden Prison, one of 

Norway’s newest jails. The focus of Norway’s prison 

system is on rehabilitation, not punishment. In 

Unit C, a building for 84 inmates, convicts share 

apartments and eat, cook, and work together, using 

knives in the kitchen and power tools in the work-

shops. Convicts have locks on the inside of their 

doors—for privacy. Even Norway’s notorious pris-

oner Anders Breivik, who in 2011 killed 77 people in 

a bombing and gun rampage, lives in relative luxury 

under his regime of “particularly high security” at 

Ila prison near Oslo, where he’s allowed three cells: 

a study, gym, and bedroom. Norway boasts that its 

five-year recidivism rates are just 20 percent. But 

Conway wasn’t convinced. “I must say I’ve never 

seen anything like this,” he said. “This may be a little 

over-the-top.” 

A new, bipartisan movement is challenging the notion that jailing millions of Americans makes the U.S. safer. 
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■■A French blind man whose 
dog was accused of biting a 
drug dealer has admitted that 
he, not his seeing-eye pooch, 
bit the man. The unnamed 
visually impaired man be-
came incensed when he paid 
$100 for a bag of marijuana, 
only to discover that the drug 
peddler had sold him a bag 
of lawn clippings. Realizing 
he was being scammed, he 
began throwing punches and 
wound up sinking his teeth 
into the dealer. “It was me 
who bit him, not my dog,” he 
told a court. “Guide dogs are 
not attack dogs.” The blind 
man was found guilty of as-
sault and sentenced to wear 
an electronic monitoring 
bracelet for four months.

■■A horrified 
Drake was 
left wiping his 
mouth in dis-
gust after Ma-
donna planted 
a sloppy, open-
mouthed kiss 
on the rapper 
during his Coachella set this 
week. Madonna, 56, made 
her surprise move while 
performing with Drake, 28, at 
the California music festi-
val, grabbing his head and 
locking lips for at least three 
seconds. When she pulled 
away, a visibly distressed 
Drake rubbed at his mouth 
and asked, “What the f--- just 
happened?” He later claimed 
he’d been grossed out by the 
taste of Madonna’s lipstick.

■■A German schoolboy has 
come up with an ingenious 
way to prep for his high 
school graduation exam: by 
filing a freedom of informa-
tion request to see the test 
questions in advance. Simon 
Schräder, 17, said the educa-
tion ministry in his home 
state had a month to comply 
with the request, as mandat-
ed by law. “I thought it was 
worth a try,” he said. Schräder 
added that he is cramming 
just in case bureaucrats 
refuse to hand over the test 
questions. “I’m not relying on 
them to get back to me.” 

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

Easterners should stop sneering at California’s water problems, said 
Justin Fox. When the drought-plagued Golden State imposed manda-
tory water restrictions earlier this month, a host of out-of-state critics 
indulged in collective schadenfreude: What did Californians expect 
when they colonized a desert and turned it into sprawling cities and 
lush farmland? But it’s not that simple. Yes, California’s farmers use 
80 percent of the public water supply—but “agriculture accounts for 
about 80 percent of ‘consumptive water use’ nationwide.” Farming 
requires a lot of water everywhere. California’s Central Valley, where 
most of the state’s farmland lies, has “always had tons of water” from 
rainstorms and melting snowpack in the Sierra Nevada mountains. 
This plentiful supply sustained the region for more than a century, 
until a record-breaking drought that’s lasted years. As for Los Angeles 
and San Diego, they’re hardly the only U.S. cities that are not ideally 
placed. “New York City couldn’t survive without water piped in from 
mountain reservoirs 100 miles away.” So let’s not blame farmers or 
Los Angelinos for California’s water shortages. Blame the lack of rain. 

“America’s secret war with Russia has already started,” said Ben 
Branstetter. It may not make the news most of the time, but “vital 
components of the U.S. government and the national economy” are 
now under daily attack from Russian cybercriminals who enjoy the 
Kremlin’s tacit support. It’s all-out “cyberwar in the most literal sense 
of the term.” The intrusions have become so probing, we learned last 
week, that Russian hackers have even gained “carte blanche access” to 
portions of the White House and State Department servers— including 
“access to the president’s private schedule.” Before that, hackers con-
nected to Russian criminal syndicates had been “in and out of the 
NASDAQ,” and managed to steal 1.2 billion usernames and pass-
words across the internet. The thieves later exploited or sold the stolen 
data for billions of dollars, causing havoc for credit-card holders. 
Most Americans have no idea of the scale or seriousness of these on-
going attacks. Top-secret government information, the financial mar-
kets, and your own data are all being targeted from within Vladimir 
Putin’s empire, and it’s a threat we’d better take seriously.

“Poverty looks pretty great if you’re not living in it,” said Emily Bad-
ger. Why, the government just hands you so much money that you can 
squander it on “steak and lobster, on tattoos and spa days, on—why 
not?—cruise vacations and psychic visits.” This notion is absurd, of 
course, and there’s virtually no evidence that the poor spend their ben-
efits this way. Yet legislators in a spate of states have now cited such 
potential abuses in proposing laws that ban food stamp and welfare re-
cipients from spending their benefits on luxury items. Two dozen states 
also want to drug-test recipients. Why? People living under the poverty 
line would go hungry for days if they threw away $30 on filet mignon 
or a spa visit. If we truly need to guard against abuse of taxpayer 
money, we should impose the same spending restrictions and drug 
tests on farmers who receive whopping agricultural subsidies; seniors 
on Medicare and Social Security (no lobster for you!); and wealthy 
folks who enjoy huge mortgage-interest deductions on mansions. Most 
Americans receive sizable tax breaks and benefits, “but the strings we 
attach to government aid are uniquely attached for the poor.”

Don’t blame
California for
its drought
Justin Fox

BloombergView.com

Let’s drug-test 
farmers and 
senior citizens
Emily Badger

WashingtonPost.com

The secret 
war with 
Russia
Ben Branstetter

DailyDot.com

“Fans attending Major League Baseball games are being greeted in a new way 
this year: with metal detectors at the ballparks. As a security measure, the new 

devices are laughable. They’re pure security theater: They look good without doing anything to make 
us safer. MLB executives forced this change on ballparks based on unspecified discussions with the 
Department of Homeland Security after the Boston Marathon bombing in 2013. Because, you know, 
that was also a sporting event. This is CYA security, and it’s pervasive in post-9/11 America. It no lon-
ger matters if a security measure makes sense. All that matters is that you took the threat seriously. 
It’s security, all right—security for the careers of those in charge.”

Bruce Schneier in WashingtonPost.com

Viewpoint

  



Best columns: Europe NEWS 13 

IRELAND
Gerry Adams is trying to explain away the crimes 
of the Irish Republican Army as unfortunate ac
cidents of war, said Mairia Cahill. The Sinn Féin 
leader was recently asked about the 1972 abduc
tion of Jean McConville, who was snatched from 
her Belfast home in front of her 10 screaming chil
dren after she was falsely accused of being a Brit
ish informer. She was driven away and tortured, 
her bones broken, before being shot and secretly 
buried. A top IRA leader claimed on his deathbed 
that Adams had ordered her killed. Adams has 
denied ever being in the IRA but dismissed the suf
fering of McConville’s children in the most cava

lier and contemptuous way. Children are orphaned 
“in every conflict,” he said. That’s “what Ameri
can soldiers do, British soldiers do, Irish Repub
li can soldiers do.” Such an “attempt to legitimize 
the IRA’s actions” can’t go unchallenged. IRA 
fighters were not actual soldiers. Had they been, 
they would have been charged with a war crime 
for the abduction and torture of  McConville. 
Adams and other republicans are trying to portray 
the IRA as a “legitimate army acting under duress 
against the might of illegal occupation.” Such 
“romanticized rhetoric” can’t gloss over the grim 
reality of what the IRA really was.

The farright National Front is just as hateful as 
ever, said Laurent Joffrin. Party leader Marine Le 
Pen is trying to portray it as a more reasonable, 
mainstream outfit than it was under her father, 
National Front founder JeanMarie Le Pen. She 
definitively broke with him last week after he 
downplayed the Holocaust and doubted the pa
triotism of France’s Spanishborn prime minister, 
Manuel Valls. Those slurs, she said, are “vulgar 
provocations seemingly designed to damage me.” 
Her father, Le Pen said, will not be allowed to 
run as a National Front candidate. But don’t be 
fooled. Just because Marine and her top officials 

are “careful not to make the slightest racist com
ment,” that doesn’t mean they embrace the val
ues of the French Republic. “Is there not a form 
of continuity between the antiJewish prejudice” 
of her father’s era and “the antiMuslim hostil
ity” of hers? Just look at the National Front’s 
current platform. It states that “immigration is 
at the heart of the country’s woes” and that the 
children of immigrants born here should not be 
given citizenship. Jobs and housing should go 
first to those “of French origin” and only the left
overs offered to the foreignborn. It’s all “based 
on xenophobic prejudices.”
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Is this the return of Francostyle au
thoritarianism? asked Belen Fernandez 
in AlJazeera.com. Spain’s ruling con
servative People’s Party has rammed 
through a new antiprotest law that 
looks like a “flirtation with overt fas
cism.” The new bill, which was ap
proved last month and is expected to 
be implemented in July, imposes huge 
penalties for unauthorized demonstra
tions. Protesters could be fined up to 
$635,000 if they gather outside legis
lative buildings or power plants, and 
around $600 for “disrespecting” a 
police officer. The measure is explicitly 
aimed at the indignados movement, 
the young people who camp out in public areas to protest aus
terity, soaring unemployment, and mass tenant evictions. The 
Spanish call it the “gag law”; in an Orwellian twist, the govern
ment calls it the “Citizens’ Security Law”—implying that the 
real threat “comes not from the lack of a roof over one’s head 
or a physically abusive police force, but rather from opposing 
the injustice of such realities.”

This is a chilling “authoritarian shift,” said François Musseau 
in Libération (France). The government says the law is intended 
to curb violent protesters only. Yet there will be just the word 
of the police that persons arrested were violent, because the law 
all but bans the filming and photographing of officers, which 
can result in a fine of up to $32,000. Worse, under a new provi
sion of the penal code called “permanent adjustable imprison

ment,” inmates who have served the 
maximum term of 40 years can be 
resentenced—a kind of backdoor 
way of imposing an unconstitutional 
life sentence. 

The government didn’t do this 
lightly, said Mariano Calleja in ABC 
(Spain). It justified the law by releas
ing “shocking data” documenting 
some 1,000 violent riots in Spain 
from 2012 to 2014 that injured 869 
civilians and 632 police and cost the 
government more than $50 million. 
So the law is obviously necessary. 
And during its more than yearlong 

debate over the legislation, the government “smoothed the 
rough edges” to satisfy critics—for example, by lowering the top 
fine for most unauthorized protests from $635,000 to $35,000. 
“Still, the critics have not retreated one inch.”

Instead, they turned out last weekend for a hologram protest, 
said Sandrine Morel in Le Monde (France). Since they’re not al
lowed to gather in the flesh, Spanish activists organized a virtual 
demonstration. Over the past few weeks, they called on support
ers to create holograms of themselves using web cams and spe
cialist software. More than 18,000 people did so, and the results 
were displayed on a screen in front of the parliament building: a 
ghostly assemblage denouncing the People’s Party. Their govern
ment may be trying to muzzle them, but “the ingenuity of Span
iards in the art of demonstrating has no limits.”

Spain: Protesters turn to holograms

IRA thugs
were not
soldiers
Mairia Cahill

Sunday Independent

FRANCE

These virtual demonstrators can’t be cuffed.

Prettier face,
same old
ugly ideas
Laurent Joffrin

Libération
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If Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu suc-
ceeds in getting Congress to kill President Obama’s 
deal with Iran, “it may be a Pyrrhic victory,” said 
Ben-Dror Yemini. Of course the agreement to 
limit Iran’s nuclear programs in exchange for lift-
ing of sanctions is terrible. The draft deal is full of 
loopholes and will lend legitimacy to the Islamic 
Republic’s repressive and dangerous theocracy. 
Most Arab countries are against the deal and pri-
vately support Netanyahu’s position rather than 
Obama’s. But America is still our most important 
ally, and an even more open rift with the Obama 
administration could hurt. “Humiliating the presi-

dent of the United States could evoke anti-Semitic 
blast waves” by seeming to give evidence to those 
who argue that rich Jews manipulate world events. 
Even in the U.S., there is “an anti-Zionist coalition 
of radical left and radical right” that would ramp 
up its anti-Semitic propaganda “to frightening 
heights.” Instead of publicly defeating Obama by 
lobbying Congress, Netanyahu would do far bet-
ter to persuade the president to “climb down,” 
perhaps by pointing out that Iran’s Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei is already backtracking from the deal as 
framed. Netanyahu needs to remember that while 
“Obama is wrong, he isn’t an enemy.”

Calm down, Canadians, said David Bercuson. 
Liberals panicked last month when Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper, speaking to rural town offi-
cials in Saskatchewan, said gun ownership in rural 
areas was not only for hunting but also offered 
“a certain level of security” for those far from 
police assistance. Anti-gun advocates shrieked 
that Harper had just issued “an open invitation to 
Canadian gun owners to shoot people trespassing 
on their property.” Far from it. The truth is that 
when someone is breaking into your house and 
you call the cops, you can expect help in four to 
five minutes in the city, but out on the prairie it 

could take police 45 minutes to reach you. There, 
you “might well be justified in using a firearm in 
self-defense.” This doctrine is no license to shoot 
at will. Canadian gun owners are thoroughly 
vetted: To buy a gun or ammunition, Canadians 
must have completed a rigorous safety course 
and a police background check, have the “writ-
ten permission of any ‘significant other’ in their 
lives,” and be fully licensed. There’s no chance 
that Canada will turn into trigger-happy America, 
with its “over-the-top gun ownership laws, or lack 
of them.” Neither Harper “nor the vast majority 
of Canadian gun owners” want that.
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Killing the 
Iran deal 
could backfire
Ben-Dror Yemini

Yedioth Ahronoth

Still the 
safest 
gun laws
David Bercuson

The Globe and Mail

Call it “the Barack and Raúl show,” 
said José Carreño Figueras in Excélsior 
(Mexico). At last week’s Summit of 
the Americas in Panama City, all eyes 
were on President Obama and Cuban 
President Raúl Castro, who held the first 
face-to-face meeting between a U.S. and 
Cuban leader in more than 50 years. 
Their hourlong discussion showed that 
the rapprochement between Washington 
and Havana, first announced in De-
cember, is solid and promising. The two 
men disagreed on a few areas—such as 
the U.S.’s demand that Cuba improve 
human rights protections—but it was 
still remarkable to see these former enemies talking so respect-
fully. Castro called Obama “an honest man,” and the American 
president said he hoped the U.S. and Cuba could “turn the 
page.” Those weren’t empty words. Just three days after the 
meeting, Obama announced that he would remove Cuba from 
the U.S. list of nations that sponsor terrorism—a major obstacle 
to normalizing diplomatic relations.

This is “a transcendent moment” for Latin America, said 
 Jornada (Bolivia) in an editorial. The true end of the Cold War 
came not in 1989, with “the thunderous collapse of the Iron 
Curtain and the Berlin Wall,” but now, with “the re-entry of 
Cuba into the Latin American system.” It’s still “premature to 
speculate about the speed and the scope” of this rapprochement, 
said Horst Grebe in La Razón (Bolivia). The U.S. trade embargo 
on Cuba can only be lifted by the Republican-dominated Con-

gress, and it’s unlikely that the fervently 
anti-Castro party will agree to rectify 
this “humanitarian, political, and his-
torical injustice” anytime soon.
 
We also can’t ignore the fact that the 
U.S. is designating new enemies in 
this region, said Lucas Koerner in 
 Venezuelanalysis.com. The warming of 
relations with Cuba “was largely up-
staged by Latin American leaders’ near-
uniform rejection” of Obama’s decision 
last month to label Venezuela a security 
threat to the U.S. And how can we have 
true pan-American unity when the U.S. 

keeps vetoing the summit’s final declaration? In previous sum-
mits, the U.S. rejected the document because it condemned the 
Cuban embargo. This time America refused to sign on because 
the declaration demanded an end to electronic spying and the rec-
ognition of access to health care as a fundamental human right. 

It’s not just Venezuelans who are skeptical of the U.S.’s agenda 
in Latin America, said Carmen Muñoz Camós in ABC (Spain). 
While many Cuban pro-democracy activists are “cautiously 
optimistic” about the thaw between Washington and Havana, 
some think Castro is just using the talks to “buy time” for his 
leftist regime. If the U.S. lifts its Cuban sanctions, they argue, 
the ruling Communist Party will inevitably siphon money from 
trade and tourism to fund its repressive policies. “As long as 
there is only one party in Cuba,” said dissident Berta Soler, 
“nothing will change.”

How they see us: Making nice with Cuba

Castro and Obama: Reaching out

  



GovMint.com releases new American Silver 
Eagles at our LOWEST PRICE in years!

M
illions of people collect the American
Eagle Silver Dollar. In fact it’s been
the country’s most popular Silver

Dollar for over two decades. Try as they
might, that makes it a very hard “secret” to
keep quiet. And right now, many of those
same people are lining up to secure the
brand new 2015 U.S. Eagle Silver Dollars —
placing their orders now to ensure that they
get America’s newest Silver Dollar— in
stunning Brilliant Uncirculated condition
— before millions of others beat them to it.

America’s Brand New 
Silver Dollar

This is a strictly limited release of one of 
the most beautiful silver coins in the world.
Today you have the opportunity to secure
these massive, hefty one full Troy ounce 
U.S. Silver Dollars in Brilliant Uncirculated
condition. The nearly 100-year-old design
features walking Lady Liberty draped in 
a U.S. flag, while the other side depicts a 
majestic U.S. Eagle, thirteen stars, and an
American shield.

But the clock is ticking...

The Most Affordable 
Precious Metal

Silver is by far the most affordable of 
all precious metals — and each full Troy
ounce American Eagle Silver Dollar is 
government guaranteed for its 99.9% 
purity, authenticity, and legal tender status.

Our Lowest Price in Years
Why are we releasing the most popular Silver
Dollar in America at our lowest introductory
price in years? To introduce you to what
hundreds of thousands of smart collectors
and satisfied customers have known
since 1984 — GovMint.com is the best
source for coins worldwide.

Timing is Everything
Our advice? Keep this to yourself. The more
people who know about this offer, the worse
for you. Demand for Silver Eagles in recent
years has shattered records. Experts predict
that 2015 Silver Eagles may break them once
again. Our supplies are limited and there is a
strict limit of 50 per household. 

30-Day Satisfaction 
Guarantee

You must be 100% satisfied with your 2015
American Eagle Silver Dollars or return
them within 30 days of receipt for a prompt
refund (less s/h). Don’t miss out on this 
exciting new release. Call immediately 
to secure these American Eagle Silver 
Dollars NOW! 

2015 American Eagle 
Silver Dollar BU........  $19.95 ea.

Introductory Price  $17.95 ea. (plus s/h)
(LIMIT 10)

Additional 2015 Silver Eagle BU Dollars
may be purchased for $19.95 each (plus s/h).
Limited to 50 total coins per household.

For fastest service, call today toll-free

1-800-956-7267
Offer Code PEG325-06
Please mention this code when you call.

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. PEG325-06 • Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance.
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued 
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of 
March 2015. ©2015 GovMint.com.

Shocking 

Introductory Price!

$17 95

Shocking 

Introductory Price!

$17 95each
each

  



Talking points16 NEWS 

THE WEEK April 24, 2015

A
P,

 C
o
rb

is

■■ There have been thou
sands of fatal shootings 
by police since 2005, yet 
only 54 officers were ever 
charged with a crime, ac
cording to an analysis of 
official records. Of those 
charged, just 11 were con
victed or pled guilty.  
The Washington Post

■■ The top 20 percent of 
taxpayers—those earning 
$134,300 or more— account 
for about 84 percent of all 
federal income tax rev
enue. When you include 
all federal taxes, including 
those on Social  Security 
and Medicare, the top 
quintile’s share drops to 
67 per cent. The top 20 per
cent earn about 51 percent 
of total U.S. income. 
The Wall Street Journal

■■ Louisiana Gov. 
Bobby Jindal 
has refused to 
release any of the 

emails he’s 
sent since 
he entered 
office in 
2008, say
ing the 
messages 

are either personal in 
nature or communications 
protected by state law.   
The New Orleans Times-

Picayune

■■ The share of Americans 
without health insurance 
fell to 11.9 percent in the 
first three months of 2015, 
down 5.2 percentage 
points since Obamacare 
went into effect. 
Gallup.com

■■ Almost threequarters 
of Americans on public
support programs such as 
food stamps belong to a 
family headed by a worker, 
according to a new study. 
People who work for 
fastfood chains, discount 
retailers, and small busi
nesses often qualify for as
sistance. “This is a hidden 
cost of lowwage work,” 
said Ken Jacobs, coauthor 
of the study. 
The New York Times

When cops kill: The value of video
“What a difference a video 
makes,” said Clarence Page in 
the Chicago Tribune. When 
white police officer Michael 
Slager, 33, fatally shot black 
North Charleston, S.C., resi-
dent Walter Scott, 50, during 
a routine traffic stop, Slager 
claimed the unarmed man had 
grabbed his Taser, forcing him 
to shoot in self-defense. Slager 
would have been yet another 
exonerated cop had a bystander’s cellphone foot-
age not shown the cop’s account to be “brazenly 
false.” Instead, Slager is seen callously firing eight 
shots at Scott’s back as the man clumsily tries 
to run away; the cop then places his Taser next 
to Scott’s bullet-riddled body. As a result of that 
video, Slager now stands accused of murder. Do 
we need any more proof that police must wear 
body cameras? said David Feige in Slate.com. 
When officers started wearing cameras in Rialto, 
Calif., the cops’ behavior improved so much that 
complaints against officers dropped 88 percent 
and use of force fell 60 percent. “When police 
wear body cameras, citizens are much safer.”

After “Walter Scott’s disgraceful murder,” we 
can all agree on that, said Charles C.W. Cooke 
in NationalReview.com. But that doesn’t mean, 
as some liberals are claiming, “that the Scott 

case is typical.” Nor does it 
prove black teenagers Michael 
Brown and Trayvon Martin 
were unjustly gunned down, 
or that the nation’s police are 
collectively guilty of endemic 
racism. When there is no 
video of police-civilian con-
frontations, we can never be 
sure what happened, and so 
the officers must get the same 
presumption of innocence our 

Constitution affords to all citizens. Demanding 
that all cops be charged with crimes when black 
men are shot, even when the cops’ guilt isn’t clear, 
isn’t “justice; it’s revenge.”

It is no less outrageous to assume every African-
American male is a criminal, said Eugene Robin-
son in The Washington Post. Yet in communities 
across the nation, police treat black neighborhoods 
“like occupied territory” and constantly stop and 
search black pedestrians and motorists. Slager 
stopped Scott because he knew he “had to be 
guilty of something. It was just a matter of find-
ing out what that black man’s crime might be.” 
Michael Brown was stopped for walking in the 
street, Eric Garner for “selling loose cigarettes.” 
Their “misdemeanors became capital offenses.” 
And you thought, perhaps, “that the whole ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ thing was overblown?”

Noted

One hundred and fifty years ago this month, Gen. 
Robert E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox, said 
David W. Blight in TheAtlantic.com. So perhaps 
it’s time we acknowledged an uncomfortable 
truth: “The Civil War isn’t over.” Yes, the end of 
“the shooting war” led to the emancipation of 
4 million slaves, and ultimately kept the United 
States united. But the issues at the heart of Amer-
ica’s brutal internecine conflict were never fully 
resolved. The South bitterly fought racial equality 
and federal power for the rest of the 19th century 
and most of the 20th, and its rebellion continues 
to this day. The North and South remain deeply 
polarized over race, voting rights, religious toler-
ance, immigration, and the “proper relation of 
federal to state power.” The Republican Party 
today is “the party of Jefferson Davis,” said Har-
old Meyerson in The Washington Post. It is nearly 
all white, “suppresses black voting” through voter 
ID laws, sabotages federal anti-poverty programs, 
and “scorns compromise.”

What an absurdly negative perspective, said Dan 
Hannan in The Washington Examiner. In reality, 
“race relations in the U.S. have never been better.” 
The electorate has twice voted in a black president, 

and opinion polls show the public’s racial toler-
ance at its highest level ever. While racism isn’t 
dead, it’s dying. Liberals are the ones intent on 
keeping the embers of conflict glowing, said John 
Davidson in TheFederalist.com. They vilify those 
who dare celebrate their Confederate ancestors, 
and imply that all Southerners were slave-holding 
racists. In reality, most Confederate soldiers didn’t 
care about slavery; they were simply defending 
“home and hearth.” Rather than celebrating the 
Civil War as “the triumph of good over evil,” we 
should remember it as a “collective, sustained act 
of conviction and faith—on both sides.”

Why, then, did the South react to the end of slav-
ery with a century of racist repression, lynchings, 
and segregation? said Gregory P. Downs in The 
New York Times. “The Appomattox myth” is that 
the Civil War had a neat ending; wars rarely do. 
Many of our nation’s wars, in fact, “have followed 
the trajectory established at Appomattox: Cheers 
at the end of fighting are replaced by bafflement at 
the enduring conflict.” Consider what happened 
after we “won” in Afghanistan and Iraq. The sad 
truth is that war arises from deep-seated differ-
ences that “battles alone cannot resolve.”

Appomattox: Did the Civil War ever end? 

Slager firing shots into Scott’s back

  



“The most difficult thing 
is the decision to act; the 
rest is merely tenacity.”  
Amelia Earhart, quoted in 

Entrepreneur.com

“People who are trying to 
make this world worse are 

not taking the day off—
why should I?” 

Bob Marley, quoted in 
Breitbart.com

“The feeling of being 
hurried is not usually the 
result of living a full life 
and having no time. It is 
born of a vague fear that 
we are wasting our life.” 

Philosopher Eric Hoffer, 
quoted in The Boston Globe

“A free society is a soci-
ety where it is safe to be 

unpopular.” 
Adlai Stevenson, quoted in 

USA Today

“Art would not be impor-
tant if life were not impor-
tant, and life is important.” 

James Baldwin, quoted in 
Smithsonian magazine

“Google can bring you 
back 100,000 answers. A 
librarian can bring you 

back the right one.” 
Author Neil Gaiman, quoted 

in The Guardian (U.K.) 

“The best way to learn a 
language is to sleep with 

someone from that country.” 
David Sedaris, quoted in  

The Cincinnati Enquirer
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Poll watch

■■ 48% of Americans 

have a favorable opinion 

of Hillary Clinton, down 

from 59% a year ago and 

66% in 2012. 42% current-

ly disapprove of Clinton. 

Still, 57% of Democrats 

and 63% of women want 

to see Hillary as the presi-

dential nominee.

Gallup

■■ 55% of Americans have 

an unfavorable view of Is-

lam. 21% have a favorable 

opinion, and 25% aren’t 

sure what to think. 

Huffington Post/YouGov

Sleep deprivation. Money. Competitive parenting. 
There has always been a long list of reasons not 
to have children, said Teddy Wayne in The New 
York Times. Yet those who choose not to procre-
ate are “frequently perceived as  self-centered”—
as if it were proof of a deep character defect not 
to want to spend years organizing playdates, 
hosting kids’ birthday parties, and being scorned 
by sullen teenagers. But attitudes may be starting 
to shift: The percentage of childless U.S. women 
ages 40 to 44 has surged from 10 percent in 1976 
to 15 percent today. And as more couples choose 
not to reproduce, some of the stigma of child-free 
living is wearing off. A new, sardonically titled 
anthology, Selfish, Shallow and Self-Absorbed: 
Sixteen Writers on the Decision Not to Have 
Kids, serves as a proud manifesto for the “child-
free” movement.  
 
The appeal of freedom is obvious, said Damon 
Linker in TheWeek.com. Couples who choose 
not to have children usually make that choice 
because they want more pleasure for themselves. 
“They’re hedonists, in other words.” But as they 
grow older and confront their mortality, how 
many of the childless “will truly, honestly experi-
ence no flood of regrets?” Child rearing is ini-

tially an act of great selflessness, but later on, it 
becomes a real consolation in the face of death. 
It is comforting to know that something of our-
selves will go on in our children and in our chil-
dren’s children. “There is no such comfort for 
the hedonist.” And please spare me this move-
ment’s pompous rationalizations, said James 
Lileks in NationalReview.com. The final essay 
in Selfish, Shallow and Self-Absorbed concludes 
by describing childless living as “an experiment 
unprecedented in human history… an existential 
vanguard, forced by our own choices to face 
the naked question of existence with fewer illu-
sions.” What?

We childless people are defensive for a reason, 
said Hadley Freeman in TheGuardian.com. Our 
decision “is still treated—by the media, by pop 
culture, by society—as something that needs to 
be explained or justified.” We are constantly told 
that adults aren’t “proper adults” until they’re 
parents. But in my experience, the reasons people 
give for not having children tend to be “far more 
thought through than the ones parents generally 
give for opting in.” Either choice has pros and 
cons, and “contrary to what society still might 
claim, there is no right answer.”

Child-free couples: A growing lifestyle

Iran deal: Already on the rocks?
“No one thought it was going to be easy,” 
said Jamie Dettmer in TheDailyBeast .com. 
But just days after President Obama 
proudly announced that the 
West had come to a “historic 
understanding” with Iran over its 
nuclear program, it became clear that 
a final June agreement was hanging 
by the slenderest of threads. Congress 
is advancing bipartisan legislation that 
would enable lawmakers to review the 
final pact, and Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei announced that the “devil-
ish” White House was “lying” about the deal’s 
details. Iran, Khamenei added, will not sign any 
final agreement that doesn’t end all sanctions 
on the Islamic regime immediately—instead of 
phasing them out as Iran proves its compliance 
with its promises, as the U.S. has demanded. 
Those skeptical of the negotiations always sus-
pected Obama was being played by Iran, said 
Jonathan Tobin in CommentaryMagazine.com, 
and Khamenei has proved them right. If sanc-
tions are lifted the day the deal is signed, Iran can 
start cheating, knowing that Russia, China, and 
Europe would refuse to reinstate those sanctions.  
  
Don’t take Khamenei’s bluster at face value, said 
Eli Lake in BloombergView.com. “Even dictators 
have to grapple with politics,” and the Supreme 

Leader’s comments were probably designed to 
placate the extreme hard-liners in Iran’s the-
ocracy and the Revolutionary Guard. Con-

gressional Republicans should at least give 
the deal a chance to work, said David 
Horsey in LATimes.com. The hawks 
“can see no way short of bombing to 
keep Iran from cheating and getting 
nukes.” But seeing how our interven-
tions in Iraq, Libya, and elsewhere 
“did little to improve the mess in the 

Middle East,” we ought to give peace a chance 
before launching another war.
  
We’ll soon find out whether Khamenei was bluff-
ing, said Joshua Keating in Slate.com. Congress 
this week announced it had reached a biparti-
san agreement over the Corker-Menendez bill, 
which Obama then reluctantly agreed to sign 
if it remains in its current form. The legislation 
requires that any final deal undergo a 30-day 
review period by Congress before sanctions are 
lifted. That announcement presents negotiators 
with a troubling dilemma: While the Ayatol-
lah has insisted he won’t agree to any deal that 
doesn’t lift sanctions on day one, that scenario 
is “exactly what the Corker legislation is meant 
to prevent.” Fueled by mutual distrust, “Iran’s 
Supreme Leader and the U.S. Congress may just 
derail this thing.” 

Khamenei: Bluffing?

  



It took me “three long, often confusing and frus-
trating days” to fall for the Apple Watch, said 
Farhad Manjoo in The New York Times. “But 
once I fell, I fell hard.” Apple’s first new product 
in five years “is far from perfect”: The battery 
lasts barely a day; the third-party apps are so far 
“mostly useless”; it has a high price tag, start-
ing at $350; and, unusually for an Apple device, 
there’s a “steep learning curve” out of the box. 
But spend a few hours fiddling with the smart-
watch’s settings and the device will soon become 
an indispensable aid for managing the daily digi-
tal onslaught of emails, texts, tweets, and news. 

I’ll freely confess that I’m a smartphone addict, 
and wearing the watch “made me more pres-
ent,” said Geoffrey Fowler in The Wall Street 
Journal. Because I could quickly glance at my 
wrist for messages, I found myself “less likely to 
absentmindedly reach for my phone or feel com-
pelled to leave it on the table during supper.” That said, there’s 
plenty you can’t do with the Apple Watch yet. There’s no web 
browser or keyboard, so you can’t surf the internet or reply to 
emails. The maps app is “so slow, it makes me want to pull out 
my paper Rand McNally.” But what you can do, like paying 
for purchases, dictating texts, and checking the news, you can 
do “faster or better” than with an iPhone.

I found it “kind of slow,” said Nilay Patel 
in TheVerge.com. The watch often “stutters 
loading notifications,” and pulling data from 
your iPhone, even over Wi-Fi, can take a long 
time. It’s not as good as your average $149 
iPod Nano is for playing music, and I found 
the fitness-tracking apps beautifully designed 
but “extremely basic.” Navigation is another 
“big weakness,” said David Pogue in Yahoo 
.com. There’s a scrolling digital crown, a side 
button, and a touch screen, but there aren’t 
any obvious visual cues to guide you around 
the system. You eventually learn what controls 
what, “but only by trial and error.”

Then there’s the “maddening” tap-tap-tapping, 
said Joshua Topolsky in Bloomberg.com. 
Apple has incorporated an admittedly innova-
tive notification system that delivers distinct 
taps to your wrist every time you receive an 

email, tweet, Facebook message, and more. But “if you’re a 
busy person who communicates constantly on your phone, this 
gets overwhelming fast.” I started turning off notifications for 
entire apps, which defeats the purpose of having the watch in 
the first place. Once Apple improves that experience and other 
basic functions, there’s no question the watch will be “the best 
smartwatch in the world.” But “it’s not essential. Not yet.”

Smartwatches: Should you buy the Apple Watch?
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Apple Watch: Not so intuitive

Introducing ‘diverse’ emoji

Apple’s latest update to its iPhone software 
includes a revamped emoji keyboard with 
more than 300 new icons, said Alissa Walker 
in Gizmodo.com. Among the offerings: a 
“more politically correct” selection of fam-
ily emojis, including gay and lesbian parents 
and more gender combinations of sons and 
daughters. But “the feature that’s getting the 
most attention” is the move to replace certain 
emojis’ default color. Instead of white skin 
tones, people emojis now come in a generic, 
“Lego People” yellow. But users have the op-
tion of modifying the skin colors, with a se-
lection of five hues based on a skin-tone scale 
used by dermatologists.

YouTube Kids’ product problem

Consumer groups want to put YouTube Kids 
into time-out, said James Vincent in The 
Verge.com. A new complaint filed with the 
Federal Trade Commission accuses Google, 
which owns YouTube and its child-oriented 
mobile app, of violating broadcasting rules by 
“blurring the line between ads and original 
content.” Hundreds of the app’s “unbox-
ing” videos, a wildly popular genre involving 
people opening newly bought toys, are made 
in affiliation with toy manufacturers, which 

consumer groups say makes the videos little 
more than ads. Other videos “take advantage 
of children” by packing content with product 
placements, including a seven-minute video 
of Disney’s Frozen characters drinking Sprite 
inside a toy McDonald’s.

China’s ‘Great Cannon’ takes aim

China has a new tool for online censorship, 
said Andrea Peterson in WashingtonPost .com. 
Security researchers said last week that Beijing 
is using a new cyberweapon dubbed the Great 
Cannon to launch massive, sustained cyber-
attacks against foreign websites “that offer 
tools to help users evade Chinese censorship.” 
Such distributed denial-of-service (DDoS) at-
tacks work by redirecting “crippling amounts” 
of internet traffic to sites, knocking them off-
line. While DDoS attacks are nothing new, 
attacking foreign sites is an “escalation” for 
Beijing, which typically limits its censorship 
to efforts inside China by using the “Great 
Firewall,” a system that blocks users within its 
borders from accessing unapproved news sto-
ries and other sites. As for “defusing the Great 
Cannon,” researchers say the best strategy is 
for internet users and website administrators 
to encrypt their web traffic, making it more 
difficult to exploit. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

A vibrating 
pen “may 
be the key 
to improv-
ing the 
writing” of 
people with 
Parkinson’s 
disease, 
said Lance Whitney in CNET.com. 
As Parkinson’s progresses, patients’ 
muscles seize up, which causes their 
handwriting to become increas-
ingly small and cramped. The ARC 
pen, designed by British firm Dopa 
Solution, “uses high-frequency 
vibration to stimulate the muscles in 
the hand,” giving patients the sensa-
tion of greater control and allowing 
them to produce clearer, larger 
writing. The pen’s thick, wedge-
shaped design also makes it easier 
to grip. In a small-scale trial, the 
device improved patients’ writing 
86 percent of the time. The ARC pen 
re mains in the testing phase, and 
Dopa Solution is searching for spon-
sors to help with its development. 
The firm is also “looking to apply its 
vibration technology to other prod-
ucts to assist those with Parkinson’s.” 

Innovation of the week
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Video games and violence
Many parents worry violent video games 
like Grand Theft Auto and Call of Duty 
will have a negative effect on their chil-
dren’s behavior. But new research indicates 
that moderate use of the games—less than 
an hour a day—may even make kids less 
aggressive, says CBSNews.com. British 
researchers monitored the video game–
playing habits of 217 teens—average 
age 13—and evaluated their performance 
and attitude at school. Kids who played 
games for more than three hours a day 
were slightly more likely to be hyperactive, 
get into fights, and struggle academically 
than those who played for less than an 
hour or not at all. But researchers said it 
was unclear whether such kids are drawn 
to video games because of their personali-
ties, or whether video games alter their 
personalities. Study co-author Allison Fine 
Mishkin said that kids who played video 
games for short periods of time “were 
actually less likely than their nonplaying 
peers to fight with or bully peers, and were 
rated as better behaved by their teachers.” 
Other researchers questioned the results 
and cautioned parents to  limit the amount 
of time kids spent on video screens. 

A therapeutic hallucinogen 
A powerful psychedelic tea that has been 
used for centuries in Amazonian heal-
ing rituals may relieve treatment-resistant 

depression, reports Nature. Brewed from 
the bark and leaves of plants native to 
South America, ayahuasca is typically 
administered by a shaman, and induces 
a severe bout of vomiting followed by 
intense, often spiritual hallucinations. Its 
supposed transformative powers attract 
thousands of “ayahuasca tourists” to the 
region every year. But Brazilian researchers 
believe the concoction may also contain 
compounds that alter concentrations of the 
mood-regulating neurotransmitter serotonin 
much faster than antidepressants do. In a 
small-scale study, they administered doses 
of the hallucinogenic brew to six people 
with mild to severe depression who had not 
responded to traditional treatment. Unlike 
conventional antidepressants, which can 
require weeks to take effect, ayahuasca 
began to ease the subjects’ symptoms within 
just three hours, and its antidepressant 
benefits persisted for up to three weeks. 
James Stone, a psychiatrist at King’s College 
London who was not involved in the study, 
said the findings suggest that ayahuasca 
“may be useful” as an antidepressant “for 
particular subsets of patients,” but added 
that larger studies would be needed.

Break a sweat, boost longevity
Walking and gardening are fine, but to get 
the most benefit from exercise, you’ll need 
to break a sweat. While it has long been 
acknowledged that any level of physi-
cal activity offers health benefits, a 
new study suggests vigorous exercise 
is more important than previously 
thought in help-
ing people live 
longer. Australian 
researchers moni-
tored the health 
and exercise habits 
of 200,000 people ages 
45 and over for six years. 

They found that those who regularly 
broke a sweat with activities such as jog-
ging or playing competitive tennis had a 
mortality rate up to 13 percent lower than 
those who stuck to more gentle exercise, 
such as social tennis or household chores. 
“The benefits of vigorous activity applied 
to men and women of all ages, and were 
independent of the total amount of time 
spent being active,” the study’s lead author, 
Klaus Gebel, tells Forbes.com. Previous 
research has indicated that interval train-
ing, which mixes short bursts of maximum 
effort with longer spells of more moderate 
exercise, provides optimum benefits. 

Health scare of the week
Intestinal superbug outbreak
A drug-resistant form of the bacterium 
that causes the intestinal misery known 
as “Montezuma’s revenge” is spreading 
across the U.S., reports The Washington 
Post. Shigella, a food-borne bacterium, 
causes shigellosis, the stomach bug com-
monly associated with foreign travel. 
Shigellosis’s unpleasant symptoms, which 
include watery or bloody diarrhea, severe 
muscle cramps, nausea, and vomiting, 
can usually be treated with the antibiotic 
Ciprofloxacin, or Cipro. But over the past 
year a mutant strain resistant to Cipro 
has infected at least 243 people across the 
U.S., hospitalizing 20 percent of them. 

While half the cases are linked to trav-
elers returning from abroad, domestic 
circulation rates are much higher 

than usual. “These outbreaks show 
a troubling trend,” said Dr. 

Tom Frieden, director of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. “Because 
Shigella spreads so easily, 
the potential for more—and 
larger—outbreaks is a real 
concern.”  
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A little bit of gaming seems to be harmless.

After a long paleontological exile, the 
beloved Brontosaurus may finally be 
making a comeback—in nominal terms, 
at least. The “noble thunder lizard” 
was first classified in 1879, and quickly 
gained fame because of a widely shared 
illustration of its massive skeleton. But 
in 1903, paleontologists decided that 
the long-necked, long-tailed beast was 
in fact the same dinosaur as another 
sauropod, the Apatosaurus. Because the 
Apatosaurus had been classified first, 
the Brontosaurus was deemed never 
to have existed. But because so many 
museums and popular books stuck with 

Brontosaurus, the name lived on in the 
popular imagination until the 1970s, 
when it was finally scrubbed from the 
dinosaur family tree. In a fresh study, 
however, researchers who spent five 
years analyzing 81 sauropod skeletons 
concluded that the fossils originally 
called Brontosaurus had enough skeletal 
differences to deserve a distinct genus. 
While most of these are noticeable only 
to experts—the Apatosaurus, for exam-
ple, has a marginally wider neck—the 
researchers believe the sheer number 
of differences justifies their conclusion. 
For the reclassification to become final, 

however, 
other 
re searchers 
will have to rep-
licate their results 
independently. 
“This provides a lot 
of new information 
for the argument,” 
study co-author 
Emanuel Tschopp 
tells The New York Times. 
“But the argument will continue.” 

The Brontosaurus’s comeback

  



Pick of the week’s cartoons20 NEWS

THE WEEK April 24, 2015 For more political cartoons, visit: www.theweek.com/cartoons.

  



Pick of the week’s cartoons NEWS 21 

THE WEEK April 24, 2015

  



T.C. Boyle’s “stunning” new novel 
might be his most powerful yet, said 
Michiko Kakutani in The New York Times. 
It opens with a foreign attack on tour-
ists that turns a 70-year-old Vietnam vet 
into a vigilante hero, and the momen-
tum never flags as the former Marine 
returns to California to confront the 
deepening anti-government rage of his 
25-year-old son, Adam. Three decades 
into his career, Boyle can “do it all.” His 
“masterly” 15th novel “opens out from 
the miseries of a father and his son into 
a resonant meditation on the Ameri-
can frontier ethos and propensity for 
violence.” And yet, “to heap the stuffy 
weight of importance onto Boyle is to 
ruin one of the pleasures of reading 
him,” said Jason Sheehan in NPR.org. 
He writes about racism, violence, and 
other dark shadows of American indi-
vidualism “as if he were writing a bub-
blegum thriller, injecting absurd humor 
in place of heavy-handed bloviating.” 
He’s “a modern Twain”—too clever and 
“maybe a bit too savage” to sit quietly 
in our country’s literary pantheon.

ARTS22

Review of reviews: Books

Bryan Burrough’s new book delivers as 
definitive a history of homegrown 1970s 
political violence as readers will ever get, 
said Jordan Michael Smith in The Boston 
Globe. Packed with “story after story of 
astonishing heists, murders, and wiretaps,” 
it plunges readers into a vanished era when 
groups of revolutionaries—including the 
Weather Underground and the Symbionese 
Liberation Army—were detonating bombs 
in public places across the nation. During 
an 18-month period beginning in 1971, the 
FBI logged nearly five domestic bombings 
a day. Fewer than one in 100 resulted in 
fatalities, allowing defenders of the move-
ment to claim that the radicals did not 
intend to kill. Burrough interviewed dozens 
of the participants, though, and most were 
clearly indifferent to human life.

We copy editors are 
an unfairly maligned 
breed, said Julia 
Holmes in The New 
Republic. “I’ve often 
been introduced by 
co-workers as a ‘copy 
editor but socially 
normal,’” and wher-
ever people proofread 
text for a living, they 
often find themselves 

dismissed as “fussy or obsessive.” Longtime 
New Yorker copy editor Mary Norris 
knows this stigma well. In her “very funny” 
new book, she writes of the prevailing 
image of a practicer of her profession as 
“at worst, a bitter, thwarted person who 
wanted to be a writer and instead got stuck 
dotting the i’s and crossing the t’s.” Norris, 
happily, contests that impression: In this 
part memoir, part grammar guide, she 
makes her passion for language infectious.

“I wouldn’t recommend trying to learn 
grammar from Norris’s book,” said Heller 
McAlpin in NPR.org. Yet while her elu-
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“Given the cast of characters, there’s mate-
rial here for half a dozen novels,” said 
J. Hoberman in the Los Angeles Times. 
Burrough has assembled the histories of six 
radical groups, most of which demanded 
an end to the Vietnam War and an expan-
sion of minority rights. Some of the radi-
cals robbed banks and others assassinated 
police officers. But the groups’ bombings 
became so routine that in 1970 one movie 
audience in the Bronx, N.Y., shook off 
a small explosion and insisted on catch-
ing the end of the night’s film. The Black 

Liberation Army was one group that left 
no doubt of its intent to kill, said Jake 
Austen in the Chicago Tribune. When 
Burrough interviewed BLA co-founder 
Dhoruba Moore, Moore said he regretted 
only that his organization had targeted beat 
cops, not the higher-ups.

Even so, the Weather Underground emerges 
as this book’s “rightful centerpiece,” said 
David. J. Garrow in The Washington Post. 
Though co-founders Bill Ayers and Bernar-
dine Dohrn didn’t speak to Burrough, three 
of the group’s bomb makers did, and their 
“apologetic frankness” adds much to the 
historical record. The accidental explosion 
that killed three conspirators and leveled 
a Greenwich Village townhouse in 1970 is 
presented through the eyes of a surviving 
Weatherman plotter who was ironing linens 
when the building collapsed beneath her. 
What made them believe they were fight-
ing the good fight? Bomb maker Cathy 
Wilkerson told Burrough that she and most 
of her white compatriots adopted violence 
as a form of hero worship. “In our hearts,” 
she says, “I think what we all wanted to be 
were Black Panthers.”

Days of Rage: America’s  
Radical Underground,  
the FBI, and the Forgotten Age 
of Revolutionary Violence
by Bryan Burrough

(Penguin, $30)

Novel of the week

The Harder They Come
by T.C. Boyle

(Ecco, $28)

Between You & Me:  
Confessions of a Comma Queen
by Mary Norris

(Norton, $25)

cidation of the nuances of clauses and 
verbs “may induce unhappy flashbacks to 
middle school,” Between You & Me rates 
as “cheerier and less scolding” than Lynne 
Truss’s Eats, Shoots, & Leaves. Even when 
she enthuses about her favorite pencil or 
the evolution of the comma, Norris doesn’t 
lose sight of the big picture, said Linda 
Lowenthal in The Boston Globe. When she 
discusses the English language’s lack of a 
gender-neutral singular pronoun, the passage 
“veers unexpectedly” into a moving medita-
tion on her struggle to overcome awkward 
conversational slipups after her sister came 
out as transgender. That anecdote alone 
“shows how high the social and emotional 
stakes of a word choice can actually be.” 

Best of all, Norris comes across as “exactly 
who you’d expect a New Yorker copy edi-
tor to be,” said Miriam Krule in Slate .com. 
Her pre-magazine days included stints 
de liv er ing milk and working as a clerk at 
a costume store, and she moved up from 
The New Yorker’s library in 1978 when she 
spotted a misspelling on a nearly finished 
page. At times she goes too deep into the 
magazine arcana. But she has the confiding 
voice of a friend, and her book “paints life 
as a copy editor as delightful, even magi-
cal.” As she surely knows, she’s “at her 
best when responding to others.”

New York City, 1970: A bomb plot gone wrong
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Best books...chosen by Steven Millhauser
Voices in the Night, Steven Millhauser’s first new collection of short fiction since 
he was awarded the 2011 Story Prize for We Others, has just been published by 
Knopf. Below, the 1997 Pulitzer winner names his six favorite story collections.

The Book List  ARTS 23 

Revenge  by Yoko Ogawa (Picador, $15). These 
sinister stories begin quietly but swerve into 
strangeness. In “Sewing for the Heart,” a man 
is visited one day by a woman who removes her 
blouse and displays her naked heart, beating out-
side her body. 

Marcovaldo  by Italo Calvino (Mariner, $14). 
Twenty very short stories about a working-class 
man in an unnamed city. Each tale embraces 
the familiar world, captured in sharp, evocative 
details, before moving in the direction of the 
unlikely or impossible. In “The Wrong Stop,” 
Marcovaldo leaves a movie theater, steps out into 
a dense fog that erases the city, moves through 
invisible streets, climbs some steps, and finds 
himself on an airplane headed for Bombay.

Seven Japanese Tales  by Junichiro Tanizaki 
(Vintage, $16). Tanizaki excels at portraits of 
erotic obsession and psychic breakdown. In 
“The Tattooer,” a famous tattoo artist creates his 
masterpiece on the beautiful skin of a timid girl. 
On her back he designs an immense black spider, 
which transforms her into a dangerous woman.

In Our Time  by Ernest Hemingway (Scribner, 
$14). In these fiercely controlled stories of his 
early 20s, Hemingway displays a mastery of impli-
cation. In stories like “Cat in the Rain” and “The 
End of Something,” a vague dissatisfaction accu-
mulates until it bursts forth in dangerous speech. 

Stories  by Katherine Mansfield (Vintage, $17). 
Mansfield is brilliant at inhabiting temper a-
ments on the verge of hysteria or revelation. In 
“Bliss,” a young wife is seized by an unbearable 
happiness that affects her like a disease of the 
nervous system. 

The Collected Stories of Elizabeth Bowen  
(Anchor, $25). Bowen was far more adventur-
ous in her stories than in her novels. “Summer 
Night” is a masterful study of devastation caused 
by lovelessness. In one frightening scene, a young 
girl, abandoned at night by her adulterous mother, 
takes off her clothes and roams naked through the 
house. Using colored chalk, she covers her body 
with images of snakes. In her mother’s room, she 
dances on the bed, bouncing higher and higher. 
It’s a visionary scene, like a painting of hell.

Also of interest...in journeys inspired by myth

Jennifer Teege

Six years ago, Jennifer Teege 

made a chilling discovery 

about her family tree, said 

Maureen Callahan in the 

New York Post. Teege, then 

38 and a German native, 

was browsing a library in 

Hamburg when she came 

across a 

memoir 

written by 

the woman 

she knew as 

her biologi-

cal mother. 

The book 

revealed that 

the author’s father—Teege’s 

grandfather—had been a 

Nazi official who ran a con-

centration camp where 8,000 

Jews were murdered. Amon 

Goeth also had a habit, im-

mortalized in Schindler’s List, 
of shooting prisoners from 

his balcony for sport. “It re-

ally turned my world upside 

down,” Teege says. She read 

the book in one sitting, then 

couldn’t stop crying and 

struggled to get out of bed. “I 

was thinking in circles,” she 

says. “I couldn’t function.”

The hardest part for Teege, 

said Aron Heller in the 

Associated Press, was sort-

ing out what the revelations 

said about a person she had 

loved. In her own memoir, 

My Grandfather Would Have 
Shot Me, Teege, who is half 

Nigerian, describes how the 

German grandmother she’d 

idolized as a child stood by 

Goeth during the war and 

showed no remorse even 

decades later. Jennifer had 

often been told she was 

just like her glamorous 

grandmother, and now she 

wondered how deep the 

similarities ran. “It’s not just 

good taste in clothes,” she 

says. “It’s also: How would I 

behave during the war? Who 

am I? What are my moral val-

ues?” Years later, she’s finally 

certain that the offspring of 

monsters don’t have to be 

monsters, too. “You decide 

who you want to be,” she 

says. “You can be different.”

Author of the week
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The legend of Atlantis has attracted 
a fair share of people “who we may 
comfortably label crackpots,” said 
William O’Connor in TheDailyBeast 
.com. Journalist Mark Adams isn’t 
one of them, fortunately, but he’s 

fascinated enough by the persistence of the myth 
to have undertaken a spirited hunt for the lost 
civilization. While Adams remains appropriately 
skeptical, “it’s hard not to suspect that some 
part of him nurtures the hope that such a dis-
covery is possible.”

Meet Me in Atlantis

by Mark Adams (Dutton, $28)

At first glance, the infamous gunfight 
at the O.K. Corral was “hardly the 
stuff of epic,” said Steve Donoghue 
in The Washington Post. But the 
30- second shoot-out in 1881 Arizona 
has lived on in legend, and Mary 

Doria Russell has used the incident’s backstory 
and aftermath to create a fictionalized drama 
that feels “as wide and complicated as the young 
United States itself.” The dark final act, in which 
Wyatt Earp hunts down his brother’s killers, 
“demands to be read in one tense sitting.” 

Epitaph

by Mary Doria Russell (Ecco, $28)

Kate Tempest writes poems that 
“lodge in the ear” and sear themselves 
into the mind’s eye, said Sarah Crown 
in The Guardian (U.K.). In this collec-
tion, the 29-year-old former London 
rapper has updated the ancient Greek 

story of Tiresias, who was blinded by the god-
dess Hera but compensated with the gift of 
prophecy. In verse that’s “determinedly visual,” 
Hold Your Own presents us with “a shambling 
version of the mythic figure doomed to speak the 
truth to people too distracted to listen.” 

Hold Your Own

by Kate Tempest (Bloomsbury, $17)

The latest novel from the author 
of Water for Elephants is “wholly 
 diverting”—but not much more, said 
Emily Rapp Black in The Boston 
Globe. At the height of World War II, 
a Philadelphia socialite agrees to 

accompany her husband on his journey to bomb-
strafed Scotland in an ill-advised hunt for the Loch 
Ness monster. The awakening that the young lady 
experiences makes swift reading. Still, “the heroes 
and heroines are too virtuous, the villains too vil-
lainous, and the plot too easily unraveled.” 

At the Water’s Edge

by Sara Gruen (Spiegel & Grau, $28)
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Reworking any beloved musical 
can be risky, said Marilyn Stasio in 
Variety. Fortunately, this “enchant-
ing” adaptation of a 1951 film clas-
sic has been made “more relevant 
for our war-torn age” even as it has 
been transformed into “one of the 
most ballet-centric dance shows ever 
seen on Broadway.” The music of 
George Gershwin still gets featured 
treatment, but director Christopher 
Wheeldon has not only replaced most 
of the movie’s tap dancing with bal-
let, he’s also made the post–World 
War II Paris setting more emotionally 
real. There’s still “plenty of light and 
laughter” in this romantic story about a 
GI who tears up his ticket home to become 
a painter in the French cultural capital. 
Yet because the setting’s clock has been 
turned back six years, to 1945, the audi-
ence encounters a Paris of power outages, 
breadlines, and people “just coming out 
from the shadows of military occupation.”

Besides adding sorrow to the story, 
Wheeldon has “given it clarity,” said Joan 

Is there room on Broadway for more 
explicit puppet sex? This “marvelously 
unsettling” play makes a powerful case 
for it, said Jason Clark in Entertainment 
Weekly. The antics of Tyrone, a foul-
mouthed demon who lives on the hand 
of the show’s shy teenage protagonist 
makes the Bad Idea Bears of Avenue Q 
look almost tame by comparison, and for 
good reason. Young Jason has a lot of 
issues to work through when his mother 

Review of reviews: Stage

Boyer’s young introvert: Undone by a sock puppet

Hand to God
Booth Theatre, New York City, (212) 239-6200 ★★★★

24 ARTS 

little pale”—more “a meditation 
on something” than the thing itself. 
Fairchild is the New York City 
Ballet’s foremost male dancer, and 
though it’s clear why he’s a star, he 
might be too pure a stage presence 
for a Broadway show.

Still, he and Cope can both sing, 
and the show is mostly “one 
vibrant song or dance number 
following another,” said Charles 
Isherwood in The New York Times. 
Some needless dialogue was added 
to let the characters reflect on the 
ways and the power of art, but 

such conversations “certainly do not bring 
this airborne show down to earth for 
long.” Not every character ends up hap-
pily paired off when the final curtain falls, 
but “why conclude on a blue note?” This 
American in Paris “weds music and move-
ment, song and story with such exhilarat-
ing brio that you may find your own feet 
fidgeting under your seat before it’s over, 
and your heart alight with a longing to be 
swept up in the dance.” 

forces him to sign up for her 
Christian puppetry program, 
and things only get worse as 
the adults around him suc-
cumb to forbidden urges. 
“Don’t be surprised if some of 
the show’s many laughs catch 
in your throat.” Steven Boyer’s 
Jason can be as tenderhearted 
as his puppet is raunchy, and 
his many-layered performance 
“redefines virtuosic.”

“If Boyer doesn’t win a Tony 
Award, there is no God,” said 
Terry Teachout in The Wall 

Street Journal. But he’s also surrounded by 
a stellar cast that ensures every one of the 
jokes in Robert Askins’ script “explodes at 
the right split-millisecond.” The humor is 
so scabrous that several people walked out 
minutes after it started, and the story gets a 
bit out of control in the show’s second act. 
Still, “nothing is more exciting than a new 
play that takes you by surprise,” and this 
“staggeringly funny,” frequently brilliant 
work “does so over and over again.”

Acocella in The New Yorker. When Robert 
Fairchild’s Jerry meets and falls for bal-
lerina Lise, played by Leanne Cope, he 
makes himself a romantic rival to two 
close pals, and as the story proceeds, “we 
feel the threads of emotion being pulled 
among these three friends.” That tightened 
structure allows Wheeldon to become 
more impressionistic when he wants to, 
but though the results prove consistently 
lovely, the show is also “a little mild, a 

Fairchild and Cope: Broadway embraces ballet.
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In other openings...
The 12
Denver Center for 
the Performing Arts, 
(303) 893-4100

★★★★

Even when the staging 
suggests a frieze or 
a sculpture, “nothing 
is static” in this new rock musical about 
Jesus’ disciples, said Lisa Kennedy in 
The Denver Post. Set to a “roiling” score 
that recalls Jesus Christ Superstar, The 
12 picks up the story just after Jesus’ 
crucifixion. Eleven male apostles have 
gathered in the room where they broke 
bread with Jesus the night before, and 
they are shaken and uncertain. Still, in 
this gathering of so much “testy” tes-
tosterone, “it’s the Marys who crush it,” 
as Christina Sajous’ Mary Magdalene 
(shown above) and Jeannette Bayar-
delle’s late-arriving Mother deliver the 
most potent vocal performances. Robert 
Schenkkan, the show’s Tony-winning 
playwright, sometimes tries too hard to 
make the story work for nonbelievers, 
said Chris Arneson in BroadwayWorld 
.com. “Still, the pulsating rock score, 
breathtaking visuals, and stellar cast are 
enough to keep you transfixed.”

An American in Paris
Palace Theatre, New York City, (877) 250-2929 ★★★★

  



Given the talent involved and 
the true-crime  drama it’s based 
on, this movie could have 
been haunting and invigorat-
ing, said Michael Roffman in 
ConsequenceOfSound.net. 
Unfortunately, its two usu-
ally capable stars “come off so 
removed and distant and bored” 
that the story never springs to life. 
Jonah Hill plays Michael Finkel, a New York Times 
Magazine feature writer fired in 2002 for falsified 
reporting; fellow Oscar nominee James Franco plays 
an accused murderer who assumed Finkel’s identity 
while on the run, then agreed to share his story from 

jail in order to help the journal-
ist stage a comeback. “If this all 
sounds like red meat for philoso-
phers and ethicists,” it “certainly 
is,” said Jordan Hoffman in The 
Guardian (U.K.). Sadly, “no 
one in the film is particularly 
likable,” and “the specifics of 
the case are quite dull.” Director 
Rupert Goold brings “a smart 

and varied visual sense” to staging the two leads’ 
lengthy dialogues, but he’s let down by his stars, 
said John DeFore in The Hollywood Reporter. 
“Perversely,” the characters’ dependence upon each 
other “makes more sense when the two are apart.” 

Hill and Franco: A sedentary showdown
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True Story

A disgraced journalist 
partners with a killer.

★★★★

Directed by Rupert Goold
(R)

“On its own terms,” this drama 
from one of Iran’s great directors 
is “a perfect film,” said David 
Edelstein in New York magazine. 
Asghar Farhadi won a 2012 
Oscar for his divorce drama 
A Separation, but this earlier 
movie—which is only now get-
ting its U.S. release—might be an 
“even more satisfying” example 
of the 42-year-old’s cinematic mastery. Three 
affluent young couples from Tehran have rented 
a weekend house on the Caspian Sea, bringing 
along a shy schoolteacher so that she might pair 
up with the one bachelor in the group. But after a 

“thrilling” action sequence on 
the beach, the pretty outsider 
suddenly goes missing, generat-
ing panic, said Andrew O’Hehir 
in Salon.com. The friends don’t 
know if Elly has drowned or 
simply chosen to leave, and the 
rifts that open provide “wrench-
ing” evidence that the group’s 
previous air of cosmopolitan 

contentment rested on the flimsiest presumptions. 
These Iranians might seem like you and me, said 
Stephen Holden in The New York Times, but they 
inhabit a society “in which the disparity between 
tradition and modernity is irreconcilable.” 

Taraneh Alidoosti as Elly

About Elly

A weekend crisis divides a 
group of old friends.

★★★★

Directed by Asghar Farhadi
(Not rated)

Review of reviews: Film & Music  ARTS 25

Cassandra Wilson’s 
homage to Billie Holi-
day “is the rare tribute 
album that surpasses 
its source material and 
stands on its own as an 
original work of art,” 
said James Reed in The 

Boston Globe. Holiday would have been 
100 this month, and as great as she was, she 
was never the sensuous singer that Wilson 
is, and the 59-year-old vocalist-producer 
proves “fearless and wily” in making 11 Holi-
day classics her own. On “Strange Fruit,” 
Wilson-style, “jagged bits of electric guitar 
carom off a plodding piano” before Wilson’s 
husky alto creeps in. “What song was this 
again? Sometimes that’s the most honorable 
compliment you can give an interpreta-
tion.” Wilson ventured outside the box while 
assembling the album’s “stellar” backing 
band, said Bobby Reed in DownBeat.com. 
For guitarists, she called upon T. Bone Bur-
nett and the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ Nick Zinner, 
while the string arrangements were handled 
by Beach Boys collaborator Van Dyke Parks. 
Even though Wilson copies nothing that 
Holiday did with these songs, each track con-
veys “obvious, tremendous respect.”

A “burst of rattling 
static” opens Ivy Tripp, 
signaling a change, 
said David Anthony in 
the A.V. Club. Singer- 
songwriter Katie Crutch-
field, who launched 
Waxahatchee as a solo 

project with the 2012 release of American 
Weekend, until now has been known mostly 
for quiet guitar ballads, but by expanding 
her sonic palette she’s come up with her 
most accomplished record yet. The 26-year-
old’s “acute sense of resignation is still the 
beating heart of Waxahatchee,” said Jon 
Caramanica in The New York Times. The 
narrators of Crutchfield’s songs “are almost 
always causing suffering, and they’re 
almost always shrugging and saying, in 
essence, Such is life.” The singer’s sparer 
earlier sound better foregrounded such 
stark candor, but Crutchfield’s emotional 
honesty doesn’t get lost on Ivy Tripp, whose 
songs often come across as if she’s having 
a conversation with herself. “You also get 
the feeling that Crutchfield is just getting 
started,” said Brandon Stosuy in Pitchfork 
.com. “It’s exciting to hear a young voice ris-
ing so confidently above the fray.”

An album about profes-
sional wrestling isn’t 
what you expect from 
a folk-pop band led by 
a novelist who special-
izes in “subtly detailed” 
lyricism, said Garrett 
Martin in Paste .com. 

But John Darnielle of the Mountain Goats 
has imagined himself deeply into the world 
he chronicles here, “finding existential 
truths in the hardscrabble lives of his child-
hood heroes.” Keep in mind: The wrestling 
he’s singing about isn’t the wrestling you 
see on TV today. It’s a world of “blue-collar 
brawlers” who are eking out a living as they 
travel from town to town. Beat the Champ 
“might be at its most fun when it’s most 
clearly a wrestling album,” peppered with 
jargon that might bewilder the uninitiated, 
said Justin Cober-Lake in PopMatters .com. 
Elsewhere, Darnielle mines the sport for 
metaphors in horn-driven rompers and mel-
ancholy piano ballads that address univer-
sal themes like the birth of a child or chal-
lenging relationships. In the end, Beat the 
Champ emerges as one of the band’s “best 
albums of the last decade.” Even when it’s 
bleak, it has “a vital energy.”

Cassandra Wilson
Coming Forth by Day

★★★★

Waxahatchee
Ivy Tripp

★★★★

The Mountain Goats
Beat the Champ

★★★★

  



Independent Lens: The Great Invisible 
It’s been five years since the Deepwater Horizon 
oil rig spewed hundred of millions of gallons 
of crude into the Gulf of Mexico. Outward 
appearances suggest a recovery, but filmmaker 
Margaret Brown has questions. Her award-
winning documentary offers an in-depth look at 
the disaster’s enduring economic, environmental, 
and psychological effects. Monday, April 20, at 
10 p.m., PBS; check local listings 

StarTalk  
His universe is expanding: Astrophysicist and 
all-around space explainer Neil deGrasse Tyson 
has adapted his acclaimed radio show and pod-
cast for late-night television. First-season guests 
will include Richard Dawkins and Jimmy Carter. 
But on opening night, George Takei of Star 
Trek will pop by to discuss the prescience of the 
1960s sci-fi series. Monday, April 20, at 11 p.m., 
National Geographic Channel

Inside Amy Schumer  
With the possible exception of the girls of Broad 
City, there’s no one funnier on TV right now 
than Amy Schumer. In just a few short years, 
she’s gone from a fourth-place finish on Last 
Comic Standing to the first lady of raunch. 
Schumer’s sketch show, which returns this week 
for a third season, might remind you of Dave 
Chappelle’s storied Comedy Central vehicle, 
except written for self-deprecating but pug-
nacious single women. Tuesday, April 21, at 
10:30 p.m., Comedy Central 

Chef’s Table  
The herd of chefs who appear on TV these 
days could use a culling. Fortunately, filmmaker 
David Gelb is only interested in kitchen pros 
who exhibit absolute passion for their work, and 
as Jiro Dreams of Sushi proved, he has a real 
knack for telling stories. Season 1 of his excel-
lent new documentary series features Magnus 
Nilsson of Sweden’s Faviken, Dan Barber 
of New York’s Blue Hill empire, and others. 
Available for streaming Sunday, April 26, Netflix

Television26 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, April 20 

Kiss Me Deadly 

There’s never been a bet-
ter adaptation of a Mickey 
Spillane novel than Robert 
Aldrich’s film noir. With 
Ralph Meeker as hard-
boiled private eye Mike 
Hammer. (1955) 8 p.m., TCM 

Tuesday, April 21 

The Boxer 

Daniel Day-Lewis isn’t often 
passed over for an Oscar 
nomination. He was for his 
fine turn in this taut drama 
about an ex-IRA rebel strug-
gling to go straight. (1997) 
12:15 p.m., Cinemax

Wednesday, April 22 

The Departed  

Martin Scorsese’s remake 
of the Hong Kong crime 
thriller Infernal Affairs 
teems with stars, includ-
ing a memorable Jack 
Nicholson. (2006) 8 p.m., IFC 

Thursday, April 23 

Maleficent 

Disney explores a Sleeping 
Beauty backstory and 
comes up with a formulaic 
drama made eminently 
watchable—and bankable—
by an ethereal Angelina 
Jolie in the title role. (2014) 
9:30 p.m., Starz

Friday, April 24 

Forbidden Planet 

MGM’s groundbreaking 
sci-fi drama was set in the 
23rd century, but its roots 
are in Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. (1956) 8 p.m., TCM

Saturday, April 25 

Boyhood 

Was Richard Linklater 
robbed at this year’s 
Oscars? His landmark 
 coming-of-age film was 
shot in segments across 
12 years. Patricia Arquette 
and Ethan Hawke co-star. 
(2014) 8 p.m., Showtime

Sunday, April 26 

The Conversation 

Gene Hackman plays an 
audio-surveillance expert 
drawn into a deadly scheme 
in a moody post-Watergate 
classic from director Francis 
Ford Coppola. (1974) 
10 p.m., Sundance 

Movies on TV

Nobody said it’d be easy to replace Philip 
Seymour Hoffman. This new series, about a 
44-year-old ad exec bucking the youth move-
ment at his firm, was forced to replace the for-
mer Oscar winner when he died last February. 
With British comedy star Steve Coogan step-
ping in, the show is funny but not astounding 
out of the gate. But give it time. Coogan is too 
brilliant at satire (remember Alan Partridge?) 
to not find his mark. And with co-stars Brad-
ley Whitford, Kathryn Hahn, and Ellen Barkin, 
he has plenty of talent around him. Sunday, 
April 26, at 9:30 p.m., Showtime 

Show of the week

Coogan: Feeling old too soon

Happyish

Boomtowners 
It’s a modern gold rush in North Dakota 
these days, as an explosion in oil production 
remakes the state’s economy (not to mention the 
nation’s). This six-part documentary series puts 
down stakes among the scrappers, the dreamers, 
the crooks, and the old-timers who are trying 
to exploit or endure a surge that’s minting as 
many challenges as fortunes. Sunday, April 26, 
at 9 p.m., Smithsonian Channel

Other highlights 
Time Traveling With Brian Unger  
Unger, a comedian and onetime Daily Show con-
tributor, turns back the clock during visits to San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge and New York 
City’s Woolworth Building in this new series’ 
first episode. Monday, April 20, at 10 p.m., 
Travel Channel 

Nova: Invisible Universe Revealed 
The Hubble Space Telescope recovered from a 
horrible launch to become a marvel of modern 
science. A look back, on the project’s 25th anni-
versary. Wednesday, April 22, at 9 p.m., PBS 

Flipping Ships  
Remember “I’ll Be,” that huge 1998 pop hit? 
Singer Edwin McCain is now into boat restora-
tion, and he’s hosting a show about his exploits. 
Friday, April 24, at 10 p.m., Animal Planet 

• All listings are Eastern Time.

Schumer: Living the comedy dream

  



For sommeliers in the know, the wines 
of the Jura “have become practically 
a secret handshake,” said Megan Krig-
baum in Food and Wine. The French 
Alpine region has a climate comparable 
to Burgundy’s, and wine geeks can’t 
get enough of its unusual varietals, like 
trousseau and savagnin.
2010 Domaine de Montbourgeau 
l’Etoile Savagnin ($45) Aged in barrels 
for four years, this oxidized savagnin 
“develops toasted hazelnut and zingy 
orange-rind notes.”
2012 Domaine de la Tournelle Trous-
seau des Corvées ($37) Like most 
other trousseaus, this light-bodied, 
“lively-berried” natural red wine 
pairs tremendously well with food.
2012 Les Granges Paquenesses La 
Mamette Chardonnay ($23) Wine-
maker Loreline Laborde is a rising 
star, thanks to wines like this one, 
an “unmistakably silky” chardon-
nay that’s “full of citrusy fruit.”

LEISURE 27

Food & Drink

“For far too long, German cooking 
has been underrated,” said Jeremy and 
Jessica Nolen in New German Cooking 
(Chronicle). Ask most Americans what 
comes to mind when they think of 
German food and the answer will be 
hearty, serviceable fare that excels at 
soaking up beer. But the sausages and 
schnitzel of Bavaria represent just one 
of many regional cuisines—the one 
that happened to get a foothold in 
19th- century America. The Germany 
we don’t know is a land brimming 
with Michelin-starred restaurants and a 
“staggering” diversity of dishes, ingredi-
ents, and cooking styles.

Take this marinated lamb roast, a 
popular Sunday dinner in the nation’s 
northern plains. “The sauce, based on a 
trio of distinctive herbs—sorrel, tarragon, 
watercress—is a Hessian take on pesto.” 
At Brauhaus Schmitz, the Philadelphia beer 
hall where we run the kitchen, we substi-
tute spinach for the sorrel. We also roast 
the lamb in advance and crisp the slices 
in a hot pan just before serving. At home, 
“it’s better if you eat it right away,” along-
side warm pan-fried potatoes.

Recipe of the week: 
Lammbraten in grüner sosse
8 garlic cloves, minced 

Hessian roast lamb: Who knew the Germans made pesto?
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In L.A., the thirst for speakeasy-style nightspots 
has grown so ferce that every new bar seems to 
need a secret entrance, said Jenn Harris in the Los 
Angeles Times. At a typical modern speakeasy, 
you’ll encounter craft cocktails, a throwback theme, 
and a sense of cliquishness—“kind of like the Free-
masons, with booze.” None of the hangouts below 
are secrets, but “if you’re looking to escape your 
everyday humdrum,” you could do worse.
La Descarga Make a reservation ahead of time, and 
the doorman at this fve-year-old Cuban-themed 
joint will point you toward a closet that opens onto a balcony and the bar below. One 
of several local speakeasies created by twin brothers Mark and Jonnie Houston, this 
trendsetter features a cigar lounge and a party atmosphere. “If you’re not sitting with a 
drink, you’re dancing.” 1159 N. Western Ave., (323) 466-1324
Blind Barber The entrance to this Culver City hideaway is a bland white door at the 
back of a fully functioning barbershop. “Ignore the snips of the scissors” and you’ll 
have more time for craft cocktails like the Mr. Alexander, made with jalapeño-infused 
Cointreau. The food menu includes 10 kinds of grilled cheese sandwiches. 10797 W. 
Washington Blvd., (310) 841-6679
Lock & Key Even after you fnd the entrance to this Koreatown speakeasy, “you’ll have 
to do a little work.” The walls of the foyer are covered in vintage doorknobs, and fnding 
the right one isn’t easy. The seductive space behind the door has a 1920s vibe; just pull 
up a leather-topped stool and order a Negroni. 239 S. Vermont Ave., (213) 389-5625

Wine: The Jura cultLos Angeles: The capital of 21st-century speakeasies?

½ bunch curly-leaf parsley, chopped
2 tbsp vegetable oil, plus more for frying 
3½ tbsp spicy mustard
3 tbsp white wine vinegar 
Kosher salt and black pepper
One 4½-lb boneless lamb shoulder roast 
1 carrot, peeled and cut into  thick slices 
4 stalks celery, cut into slices 1 inch thick 
1 large yellow onion, cut into 1-inch      
 chunks  
2 tbsp each chopped fresh curly-leaf      
 parsley, chives, and tarragon
1 cup each chopped watercress and spinach 
1 shallot, chopped 

1 tsp ground white pepper 
4 hard-boiled eggs, peeled and chopped

In a bowl, combine garlic, parsley, 
oil, 2 tbsp mustard, 1 tbsp vinegar, 2 
tsp salt, and 1 tsp black pepper. Rub 
mixture over lamb, cover with plastic 
wrap, and refrigerate at least 24 hours 
and up to 2 days.

Preheat oven to 375. In center of a 
roasting pan, form a vegetable “rack” 
of carrots, celery, and onion. Add just 
enough water to reach top of vegetables. 

Place lamb on top. Roast until a ther-
mometer inserted into thickest part reg-
isters 165 degrees and meat is very ten-
der, about 3½ hours. Transfer lamb to a 
platter. Strain pan juices and reserve.

In a food processor, process parsley, chives, 
tarragon, watercress, spinach, and shallot 
until smooth. Add white pepper, 1½ tbsp 
mustard, 2 tbsp vinegar, and 1 tbsp salt; 
process until thoroughly combined. 

Transfer to a bowl and stir in eggs (or 
reserve eggs for garnish, if desired). Slice 
lamb against the grain 1 inch thick. Skim 
fat from reserved pan juices; reheat juices 
in a saucepan over low heat. Spoon over 
lamb slices and top with pesto. Serves 
6 to 8.

A twist on the Sunday roast

Lock & Key’s dizzying entryway
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As happy as I was to tour Egypt earlier 
this year, Egypt might have been even 
happier to see me, said Andrea Sachs 
in The Washington Post. Honestly, 
the Egyptians “couldn’t contain them-
selves.” Wherever I walked—in a 
Nubian village, in Cairo’s Islamic quar-
ter, even inside ancient tombs—they 
shouted greetings. At one temple near 
Luxor, I got the feeling that the crowd 
of Egyptian students I encountered 
“found an American tourist to be as 
interesting a relic as the longest-reigning 
female pharaoh.” Clearly it’s been a 
long four years since the Arab Spring 
revolution triggered upheaval that chased 
most visitors away from the Nile Valley 
and its monuments to past glory. Though 
the U.S. State Department advises caution, 
other experts assured me that the country is 
now largely safe—and they were right. 

I stuck to a traditional sightseeing route, 
following the Nile south from Cairo to 

This week’s dream: Exploring Egypt like a VIP

THE WEEK April 24, 2015
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At this 1908 hotel in the Swiss 
Alps, it matters that Carl Jung 
and Albert Einstein once 
were guests, said Richard B. 
Woodward in The New York 
Times. Either you love that 
the spare bedrooms “bring 
to mind a sanitarium” or you 
don’t. Besides the stunning 
views, the 140-room proper-
ty’s strength is the “mood of 
European nostalgia.” Service 
is excellent, families return 
generation after generation, 
and a Nietzsche conference is 
held each fall. Expect scones 
and tea, but don’t expect the 
regulars to talk up the place. 
“The Waldhaus is the anti-
scene, and they would like to 
keep it that way.”
waldhaus-flims.ch; doubles  
from $370

Hotel of the week

These days, travelers on Interstate 8 have “rea-
sons other than abject hunger” to stop for a while 
in Yuma, said Sam McManis in The Sacramento 
Bee. The low-slung desert city, which sits at the 
confluence of the Gila and Colorado rivers, has 
long celebrated its rich history. But craft brewer-
ies, upscale shopping, and even a rooftop dance 
club have added fresh life alongside the classic 
dives on Main Street. At the winery Yuma’s Main 
Squeeze, customers can even create their own 
blends, add yeast, and return several weeks later 
to bottle their wine and take it home. A twice-
a-week downtown walking tour covers local 
history, from the Quechen natives to the Spanish 
missionaries to an adobe residence built in 1869. 
The Yuma Territorial Prison isn’t included, but 
it shouldn’t be missed. Opened in 1876, the old 
lockup includes a guard tower with stellar views 
of the city’s restored riverfront, with its parks, 
bike paths, and wetlands happy with birds.

Getting the flavor of...

A dose of old-fashioned awe 

Last-minute travel deals
California springtime 

Get to Santa Barbara this 
spring to explore the city’s 
beaches, wineries, and galler-
ies. The Belmond El Encanto, 
whose gardens overlook the 
Pacific, is offering half off on 
third nights through April 30. 
Doubles start at $354. 
belmond.com

Kenyan safari savings 
Take an eight-day tour of 
Kenya’s Aberdare Mountains 
with GoWay travel and you’ll 
have a chance to see African 
wild dogs, lions, leopards, and 
even the rare black rhino. Book 
the $3,644 safari by April 30 
and save $300.  
goway.com

Tan on the Panhandle 
Stay in a beachfront room at 
the WaterColor Inn & Resort on 
northwest Florida’s Santa Rosa 
Beach and save up to 25 per-
cent. Doubles start at $396 a 
night, and guests have use 
of bikes, canoes, and kayaks. 
Through May 21.  
watercolorresort.com

Aswan and then back. Few other visitors, 
though, seemed to have got word about 
Egypt’s restored tranquility. Crowds were 
scarce at Cairo’s Egyptian Museum, in 
Tahrir Square, where armed security and 
charred walls are reminders of the 2011 
student uprising. At Giza, the Sphinx 
continues to draw gawkers, but at the 
adjacent Red Pyramid, “I could count the 

people on three fingers.” Likewise, 
there were no wait times at the tombs 
in the Valley of the Queens or Valley 
of the Kings.

Flying farther south, I reached the vil-
lage of Abu Simbel for a special event. 
Twice a year, on Feb. 22 and Oct. 22, 
the rays of the rising sun reach an in ner 
sanctuary at Ramses II’s Great Temple 
and bathe four mammoth stone stat-
ues there in shimmering light. People 
come by the hundreds to witness the 
sight, and my guide picked me up at 
2:30 a.m. so we’d be well positioned 
when the sun rose at 6:21. At the criti-

cal moment, he guided me down a dark 
corridor toward the main hall, now awash 
in golden light. The line behind us stretched 
to the Nile, but I was allowed a moment 
to gaze up at Ramses’ sun-kissed face. “I 
swear he smiled at me.”
A 10-day Nile excursion offered by Audley 
Travel (audleytravel.com) starts at $2,190.

A revitalized Yuma, Ariz.

John Wayne fans demanded more and they got it, 
said Matt Blitz in Smithsonian.com. In Winterset, 
Iowa, where the actor was born in 1907, the new 
$2.5 million John Wayne museum will mark its 
official opening May 22–25 with celebrations 
headlined by a film festival and country music 
star Marty Stuart. Wayne’s actual birthplace 
opened to the public a few years after his death 
in 1979, but it proved too small to accommodate 
curiosity seekers, especially after Winterset began 
drawing visitors who’d read about the town in 
the 1992 novel The Bridges of Madison County. 
A 7½-foot bronze statue of Wayne stands outside 
the new building, which sits on the same block as 
the house where the cowboy-movie star entered 
the world. He only lived in Winterset for three 
years but called it home. From now on, Winterset 
will also be home to much of his old film ward-
robe, many signed contracts and movie posters, 
and even his prized 1972 Pontiac station wagon.

The Duke’s Iowa hometown 

Sils im Engadin, Switzerland 

Grand Hotel Waldhaus

Abu Simbel’s Temple of Queen Nefertiti 

  



The best of...space savers

Pat’s Backcountry 
Brew Concentrate
Leave the six-packs at 
home. Each packet of 
Pat’s syrup becomes a 
pint of beer when you 
add soda water. And the 
resulting craft beverage 
“can stand up to tradi-
tional brews—really.”
$10, liquorama.net

Source: Popular Mechanics  

Closca Fuga Folding 
Bike Helmet
This helmet stashes 
easily after a commute 
because it folds like a 
collapsible cup to half 
its height. When the hel-
met’s in use, the spaces 
between the three rings 
provide air ventilation.
$76, closca.co

Source: GearHungry.com

Cub Cadet Hauler
This sturdy hauler can 
handle up to 800 pounds 
of mulch or soil, and it 
unloads “with the press 
of a foot pedal.” When 
you’re not towing it 
behind a rider mower, it 
folds up small enough 
to be stored in a shed.
$299, cubcadet.com

Source: Family Handyman

Bin Akebono 
Kitchen Tool Set
Say goodbye to “packed 
to the gills” kitchen 
drawers. If you have 
room for a bottle, you’ll 
have room a grater, a 
lemon reamer, and an 
egg masher. Eight tools 
f t neatly in this set.
$40, momastore.com

Source: Woman’s Day

Plastc
Slim your wallet by 
using a single piece of 
plastic that combines all 
your credit, debit, and 
loyalty cards in one. 
Plastc, a product due 
this summer, includes 
a touch screen to make 
card selection easy.
$155 to preorder, plastc.com

Source: Good Housekeeping

Consumer

The New York Times

The Chrysler 300 is the Liam Neeson of 
large American four-doors. Even at 60, 
this rear-wheel-drive sedan offers “serious 
style,” surprising athleticism, even “a hint of 
menace.” A decade after its rebirth, the 300 
has received a smart refreshing, starting 
with a bigger, bolder grille. Plenty of more 
expensive rivals resort to marketing to an-
nounce that they’re bold. “All the 300 has to 
do is show up.”

Automobile

“No front-wheel-drive competitor goes 
down the road with such authority.” The 
base engine—a 3.6-liter V-6—“provides 

more than enough power” and can be 
paired with all-wheel drive. An available 
363-hp Hemi V-8 and Chrysler’s quick- 
changing, eight-speed automatic will propel 
this 4,000-pound cruiser to 60 mph in f ve 
seconds. Even in Sport models, the 300 
“prioritizes ride comfort over handling.” 
Still, it’s “an easy, fun car to drive quickly.”

Autoweek

Heated leather seats are standard in a cabin 
that does its job, whether you want “a com-
fortable cruiser, a bit of a muscle car, or a 
top-drawer old-guy car.” That said, “nothing 
about this sedan feels old.” Classic, maybe. 
And until Cadillac rolls out its new full-size, 

rear-wheel-drive sedan, the 300 also re-
mains unique—which is “one of the highest 
compliments we can pay.”
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Tip of the week...
How to hand-wash clothes

Best apps...
For offline GPS navigation

And for those who have 
everything...

If you’re the owner of multiple cats—and 
one’s a food bully—the SureFeed Microchip 
Pet Feeder “will make you purr as loudly 
as the gadget’s whirring motors.” The 
cover won’t open until a sensor detects 
the microchip that’s embedded under the 
correct cat’s skin or on a collar-worn tag. 
The cover closes automatically when the 
cat moves away, keeping food safe from 
f ies, dogs, and greedier cats. Sure, “it takes 
a bit of time and 
patience” to train 
a cat not to be 
spooked by the 
movement, but 
the “excel-
lent” manual 
“makes light 
work of it.”
$150, suref ap.com

Source: HowToSpendIt.com

 ■ Fill the sink first. Concentrated soap can 
be hard to rinse out, so run lukewarm water 
into an empty sink or tub, then swirl in de-
tergent. Lay clothes on top of the water and 
push down gently to submerge. 

 ■ Don’t scrub. To avoid damaging fabrics, 
work detergent or stain remover in gently 
with your fingers. Squeeze the soapy water 
through the fabric gently as it soaks. Most 
clothes will be clean in about 15 minutes.

 ■ Rinse the way you wash. Don’t blast 
clothes with water from the faucet. Instead, 
transfer the garments to a colander and re-
fill the sink with clean water. Squeeze water 
through the fabric to rinse.

 ■ Towel-dry. Never wring the clothes. 
Squeeze out excess water gently, then lay a 
garment flat on a towel and roll them up to-
gether. Unroll the towel and let the garment 
dry flat. Turn once if needed.
Source: GoodHousekeeping.com

 ■ Sygic GPS Navigation, like the other apps 
here, can help you find your way even 
when mapping apps like Waze and Google 
Maps go dark. Instead of relying on data 
streamed through a cellular network, it uses 
your phone’s built-in GPS radio, plotting 
your movement on preloaded maps. Sygic 
is “probably the prettiest” of these apps, 
but it could be more user-friendly. You also 
have to pay $50 for its full cache of maps.

 ■ Navmii is a more streamlined option. 
It’s “really a breeze to use—natural and 
intuitive and, most of all, fast.” Most of its 
functionality is free, too, though iOS users 
have to pay nominal fees for maps, and it 
costs $2 to eliminate ads.

 ■ CoPilot Premium “has evolved,” after a 
shaky start, into “a capable GPS.” But its 
search system still needs improvement, and 
its map sets cost $10 to $30 each. 
Source: Wired 

The 2015 Chrysler 300: What the critics say

A reinvigorated Am erican classic, 
from $31,395
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This week: Homes on the Georgia coast
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 Tybee Island  Built in 
1964, this five- bedroom 
house underwent a 
large renovation in 
2004. Details include 
a custom kitchen, an 
elevator, two fireplaces, 
a 45-foot porch, and 
a master suite with an 
exercise room. The 
home faces the Atlantic 
Ocean and has a private 
entrance to the beach. 
$2,750,000. Lucy 
Hitch, Celia Dunn/
Sotheby’s International 
Realty, (912) 704-6665

 Darien  This five-bedroom home provides 
views of Hudson Creek and marshland from 
most rooms. The interior features a gourmet 
kitchen, an elevator, a library, and a master suite 
with a screened porch. Property amenities in-
clude stationary and floating docks, as well as a 
dock house. $750,000. Ann Dempsey, Hodnett 
Cooper Real Estate, (912) 222-0876

 Savannah  This five-
bedroom house sits on 
a double lot that was 
originally part of a 
land grant from King 
George II. The interior 
has a library, a wine 
room, four fireplaces, 
a wet bar, and vaulted 
ceilings. The property 
overlooks Grimball 
Creek and 277 feet of 
water frontage with 
a deepwater dock. 
$4,900,000. Celia 
Dunn, Celia Dunn/
Sotheby’s International 
Realty, (912) 234-3323
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 Tybee Island  Built in 2008, this 
five-bedroom Lowcountry-style 
home has private beach access. 
Features include a gourmet kitchen, 
vaulted ceilings, a two-story foyer, 
and a master suite with a spa tub. 
The wraparound porches afford 
views of the Tybee Lighthouse. 
$1,695,000. Elaine Seabolt, Seabolt 
Brokers/Christie’s International 
Real Estate, (912) 233-6609

 Saint Simons Island  This four-bedroom brick house, built 
in 1942, offers views of the Black Banks River and surrounding 
 marshland. Amenities include beamed ceilings, an elevator, a wet 
bar, and a master bedroom with a fireplace. The 5.9-acre property 
has a one-bedroom guesthouse, a pool, and a fire pit that over-
looks the marsh. $3,950,000. Linton West, Sea Island Properties, 
(912) 638-5161

 Saint Simons 

Island  This five-
bedroom house 
on 0.2 acres faces 
East Beach. Details 
include tile floors, 
built-in shelves, and 
porches off many of 
the bedrooms. The 
property features a 
two- bedroom guest-
house, a pool, and 
an outdoor kitchen 
and bar. $1,750,000. 
Klickie Aiken, 
Georgia Coast Realty, 
(912) 638-1144

 Brunswick  Built in 2003, this three-bedroom home is in 
Drakes Landing, a gated community with nature trails. The 
house has tile floors, a fireplace, a formal dining room, and an 
eat-in kitchen with granite countertops. The 0.72-acre prop-
erty includes landscaped areas and access to the community 
pool. $309,000. Ann Dempsey, Hodnett Cooper Real Estate, 
(912) 222-0876  

Steal of the week

GEORGIA

★   



At least one CEO is 
doing something about 
the ever-widening pay 
gap between corporate 
execs and the work-
ers they employ, said 
Patricia Cohen in The 
New York Times. Dan 
Price, founder and CEO 
of Gravity Payments, 
a Seattle-based credit 
card payment process-
ing firm, announced 
this week that within 
the next three years, 
all of his employees—
“even the lowest-paid 
clerk, customer service 
representative, and 
salesman”—will earn a 
minimum annual salary 
of $70,000. Inspired by 
an article on the psy-
chology of income and 
happiness, Price will 
dedicate up to 80 per-
cent of Gravity’s annual 
profits and reduce his 
own salary from nearly 
$1 million to $70,000 to 
finance the move. “My 
jaw just dropped,” said 
one employee, who 
stands to get a nearly 
$30,000 raise. “This is 
going to make a dif-
ference to everyone 
around me.”  

A maximal 
minimum wage

BUSINESS

European Union regulators 
formally accused Google this 
week of abusing its online search 
dominance in what is expected 
to be “a defining competition 
case of the internet era,” said 
Peter Spiegel in the Financial 
Times. The EU’s antitrust chief, 
Margrethe Vestager, said a five-
year probe into Google’s prac-
tices showed the tech giant rou-
tinely steered European consumers to its own in-
house comparison-shopping services rather than 
to those of its competitors, even when Google’s 
results were not as relevant. The investigation 
found that the conduct allowed Google’s services 
to achieve “higher rates of growth, to the detri-
ment of rival comparison-shopping services.”

Google has vowed to fight 
the charges, said Tom Fairless 
in The Wall Street Journal, 
saying in a statement that 
it “looks forward to mak-
ing [its] case over the weeks 
ahead.” If Google is ulti-
mately found guilty of violat-
ing antitrust laws, the EU 
could levy a fine of more than 
$6 billion, equal to roughly 

10 percent of Google’s most recently reported 
annual revenue. But the legal battle is likely just 
beginning as EU regulators are also investigating 
how the company produces its travel, hotel, and 
map search results, and this week announced a 
separate probe into Google’s Android mobile-
phone software.

Tech: EU accuses Google of antitrust violations

Media: Amazon, HarperCollins agree on deal       
Amazon continues to make peace with book publishers, said David 
Streitfeld in The New York Times. The e-commerce giant signed a 
multiyear pact with HarperCollins this week that allows the book pub-
lisher to set its own e-book prices, long a point of contention within 
the book industry. Since its lengthy public battle with the publisher 
Hachette ended last year, Amazon has signed contracts with four of the 
five major publishers—Simon & Schuster, Hachette, Macmillan, and 
HarperCollins—giving them the right to set their own digital prices.

Telecom: Nokia to buy Alcatel-Lucent for $16.6B
Two European telecoms are joining forces to fend off competition, said 
Jussi Rosendahl and Leila Abboud in Reuters.com. Finnish firm Nokia 
has agreed to buy its smaller French rival Alcatel-Lucent in an all-stock 
takeover worth $16.6 billion. The combined company will become the 
world’s second-largest telecom equipment maker, with a 35 percent 
global market share, behind Sweden’s Ericsson, which has 40 percent. 
It will also be better positioned to compete against “low-cost Chinese 
players Huawei and ZTE” and other European rivals bidding to pro-
vide telecommunication hardware and software to global carriers. 

Autos: Chevy slashes price of electric Spark
Electric cars have never been so cheap, said James R. Healey and Chris 
Woodyard in USA Today. “Against a backdrop of cheap gasoline and 
ho-hum sales,” some electric car makers have priced their green vehi-
cles so low that they now compete with “some of the most inexpensive 
conventional cars on the market.” Chevrolet announced this week that 
the price of its Spark EV electric car, which can travel about 100 miles 
per charge, would drop $1,650 to $26,820. When federal and state 
tax credits are factored in, buyers can pay as little as $14,995. Chevy is 
“clearly taking a loss to move product,” said auto analyst Ron Cogan.

Internet: Net neutrality rules under assault
The telecom industry is hoping to derail net neutrality rules, said 
Marguerite Reardon in CNET.com. AT&T and trade groups represent-
ing Verizon, Sprint, Time Warner, Comcast, and others filed suits this 
week to overturn the net neutrality rules the Federal Communications 
Commission adopted in February. The companies allege that the rules, 
which bar providers from creating internet “fast lanes” for companies 
that pay a fee, improperly classify telecoms as public utilities, “curb 
their ability to compete,” and make it harder to invest in new networks. 
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Vestager announced formal charges.

■■ Flying really is getting 
more unpleasant. U.S. flights 
arriving on time dropped to 
76.2 percent last year, from 
78.4 percent in 2013; lost, sto-
len, or delayed baggage rose 
13 percent; passengers get-
ting bumped from oversold 
fights rose 3 percent; and 
complaints to the govern-
ment shot up 22 percent. 
Associated Press

■■ For the first time in more 
than a decade, large pension 
funds hold more bonds than 
stocks. The trend, which is 
driving up bond prices and 
pushing down yields, is be-
ing led by companies with 
defined-benefit pension plans 
that are worried they won’t 
be able to fund their obliga-
tions to retirees. Underfund-
ed pension plans can also be 
a drag on corporate profits. 
The Wall Street Journal

■■ China’s GDP 
grew 7 per-

cent in the 
first three 
months of 
2015, the 
slowest 
quarterly 

rise in nearly 
six years. The country’s 
economy continues to be 
weighed down by a cooling 
real estate market, a drop in 
local government spending, 
and a stronger yuan. 
Qz.com

■■ The value of the global 
stock market surpassed 
$70 tril lion for the first time 
ever last week. The market 
has expanded by 175 percent 
since 2009, when it was 
worth less than $26 trillion.  
BloombergView.com

■■ Tumbling interest rates 
in Europe, including some 
that have fallen into nega-
tive territory, have led to a 
once inconceivable situa-
tion: banks owing money to 
borrowers on loans. At least 
one Spanish bank has been 
paying customers interest on 
their mortgages because a 
key interest-rate benchmark 
fell below zero.  
The Wall Street Journal

The bottom line

  



Making money

Would you wear a health tracker to get a 
discount on your life insurance? asked Tara 
Siegel Bernard in The New York Times. 
John Hancock hopes so. The insurance com
pany has become the first in the U.S. to offer 
policyholders a discount of up to 15 per
cent on annual premiums in exchange for 
providing the company with regular data on 
exercise habits, cholesterol levels, and other 
medical information. The firm has teamed 
with Vitality, a global employeewellness 
company, to manage the data, and program 
participants will be given free Fitbit activity 
monitors. Meeting personalized benchmarks 
for blood pressure and exercise, getting annual checkups, and 
taking online health courses will allow users to rack up points 
that place them in one of three tiers: silver, gold, or platinum. 
The higher the tier, the more they save.
 
For healthy adults, the savings might be worth it, said Leslie 
Scism in WSJ.com. John Hancock says “a 45yearold couple 
each buying $500,000 universallife policies could save about 
$25,000 on their premiums to age 85,” assuming they get gold 
status every year. And with industrywide sales of life insurance 
way down from 1980s levels, the company clearly hopes to 
appeal to new customers who might see obtaining discounts as 
“readily achievable.”

Privacy advocates are raising red flags, said 
Christina Farr in NPR.org. They fear that 
auto, health, and life insurers will begin 
“hedging their risks by monitoring your ev
ery move.” Already, some car insurers offer 
discounts to people who install a device in 
their car to monitor their driving. And not 
only is the security of your data in ques
tion, privacy advocates say, but so are in
surers’ ultimate intentions. There soon may 
be “very little to stop a life insurance com
pany from putting those who fail to stay 
active on a blacklist,” either raising their 
rates or denying them coverage altogether. 

If tracking catches on, “I’d expect some pushback” from con
sumers, said Megan McArdle in BloombergView.com. The big
gest discounts will end up going “to folks with higher incomes,” 
who tend to be better educated and healthier. From an actuarial 
perspective, “this makes total sense.” Healthier people are less 
likely to die early, and that saves the insurer money. But the result 
is that poorer, less healthy people—the ones who need insurance 
most—end up paying more. That’s “exactly the sort of sound un
derwriting we just outlawed in the health insurance market.” As 
other insurers begin offering datafordiscount deals, privacy may 
become the least of our worries. The real problem will be insur
ance prices that are “too accurate for comfort.”

Discounts: Run for your life…insurance
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Will people swap their data for discounts?

Default on debt, lose your license 

Should people who fall behind on student 
loans have their driver’s licenses revoked? 
asked Natalie Kitroeff in Bloomberg.com. 
Littleknown laws that do just that are on 
the books in 22 states. But efforts to repeal 
them are gathering steam. Montana legisla
tors are considering whether to repeal a state 
law that revokes occupational and driver’s 
licenses for anyone who defaults on a student 
loan; a similar bill is pending in Iowa, where 
hundreds of student debtors have had their li
censes suspended. In Tennessee, at least 1,500 
people—including nurses’ aides, teachers, and 
EMTs—have lost their professional licenses 
for failing to pay back loans. Debt collectors 
argue that these laws are “valuable tools for 
extracting longoverdue payments,” but ad
vocates for repeal say suspending borrowers’ 
licenses has “real consequences” that make it 
harder for debtors to pay back loans.

Tax-exempt status: Too simple? 

Uncle Sam may be going too easy on would
be charities, said Patricia Cohen in The New 
York Times. The Internal Revenue Service 
is facing a surprising backlash from tax 
lawyers, state agencies, and even nonprofits 
themselves after introducing a new, “stripped

down” application, called a 1023EZ form, 
for small groups seeking taxexempt status. 
Charities have long complained about the 
IRS’s 26page taxexemption application, 
with its onerous documentation requirements, 
but they warn that the 2½page replacement 
“goes too far in the opposite direction.” The 
new form—which only applies to charities 
that earn $50,000 or less—doesn’t ask appli
cants anything about “governance, conflicts 
of interest, or function,” making it “too easy 
to commit fraud.”

A ‘faster lifeline’ for small firms 

Smallbusiness owners who need quick cash 
have a new “lifeline” in online lenders, said 
Stacy Cowley in The New York Times. Com
panies like Fundbox, BlueVine, and Kabbage 
specialize in offering small, speedy loans “to 
companies too new or too risky to inter
est banks and traditional lenders.” Within 
an hour of signing up with Fundbox, Yaniv 
Liron, founder of a small New York City–
based web design firm, had a $2,500 line of 
credit. But business owners should be careful. 
Because these firms make up just “a sliver 
of the overall market for business credit,” 
they’re often able to get away with charging 
“far steeper” interest rates and fees.

What the experts say

The National Ability Center (discovernac 
.org) is dedicated to providing individuals 
of all abili-
ties a place 
to build 
confidence 
and self-
esteem 
through 
sports and recreational activities. Based 
on 26 pristine acres in Park City, Utah, the 
NAC runs programs designed for those 
with orthopedic, spinal cord, neuromus-
cular, visual, and hearing impairments 
and for people with cognitive and devel-
opmental disabilities. Specialized saddles 
are available for on-site equine training 
and therapy, and customized ski and 
snowboard equipment can be used at the 
nearby world-class ski resorts. The NAC 
also offers rock climbing, water sports, 
and swimming at several state-of-the-art 
facilities, as well as hiking throughout the 
grounds. The complex’s staff and more 
than 850 volunteers offer 19,000 lessons 
and outings each year. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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If you’re worried about losing your job to a robot, 
don’t be, said Catherine Rampell. Roughly 1 in 8 
Americans are reportedly afraid “that their jobs 
could be replaced by technology in the next five 
years”; among those earning less than $30,000 a 
year, it’s 1 in 4. But there’s little reason for “droid 
dread.” Again and again throughout history, fears 
that technological advances would reduce or elimi-
nate the need for human labor “have been proven 
wrong.” New technologies do indeed “cause 
certain skill sets and jobs to obsolesce,” but they 
always create demand for new types of jobs, “typi-
cally higher-paying ones that are complementary to 

technological advances.” Smart economic policies, 
such as investing in retraining programs, can pro-
vide displaced workers with a “financial cushion” 
through the transition. Policymakers also need 
to ensure that the workers who aren’t displaced 
reap some of technology’s rewards. U.S. workers 
have become far more productive thanks to the 
digital revolution, but enjoy few of the gains. Gov-
ernment policies that dismantle unions, “inflate 
away” the minimum wage, and stack the deck in 
favor of “politically connected corporations” have 
helped give us stagnant wages and limited prosper-
ity. “Can’t blame any of that on robots.”

After the financial crisis, it briefly looked as 
though we might rein in the sky-high pay of 
American CEOs, said James Surowiecki. Con-
gress passed the “say-on-pay” provision in the 
2010 Dodd-Frank financial reform bill, giving 
shareholders advisory votes on many execu-
tives’ pay packages. Unfortunately, the effect on 
CEO salaries “has been approximately zero.” 
Executive compensation is higher than ever, with 
the median salary of S&P 500 CEOs reaching 
$10.5 mil lion in 2013. In fact, four years of say-
on-pay “have shown us that ordinary sharehold-
ers are pretty much as generous as boards are”; 

last year, all but 2 percent of CEO pay packages 
got majority shareholder approval. That suggests 
the “unstoppable rise of CEO pay” is rooted 
in an “ideological shift”: the belief that “talent 
is rarer than ever.” By this logic, only “outsize 
rewards” can lure and keep the best candidates, 
even though there’s plenty of evidence to suggest 
that a CEO’s talent has little effect on a corpo-
ration’s performance or bottom line. Still, the 
“powerful mystique of a few truly transformative 
CEOs,” like Steve Jobs at Apple, tends to prevail. 
And that means CEO pay will “keep going in 
only one direction: up.” 

General Electric is “getting out of the bank-
ing business,” said Rob Cox in Reuters 
.com. The storied American corporation 
announced last week that it plans to sell 
off much of GE Capital, its $500 billion 
financial arm. It’s a major corporate trans-
formation, designed to “return GE to its in-
dustrial roots”—manufacturing jet engines, 
oil drills, and washing machines. Though 
GE  Capital, the brainchild of former CEO 
Jack Welch, was a cash cow throughout 
much of the 1990s and 2000s, and remains 
the seventh-largest financial firm in the U.S., 
banking has simply become riskier and less 
profitable since the 2008 financial crisis. 

To understand this “landmark in American capitalism”—one of 
the most dramatic shifts in GE’s 123-year history—“you have to 
start with Jack,” said The Economist. As GE’s CEO from 1981 
to 2001, Welch turned the company “into a closet bank,” pro-
viding tens of billions of dollars in business loans, credit cards, 
and mortgages each year without much regulatory oversight. For 
years, that made Welch, already a corporate guru, “look like a 
visionary.” Earnings from financial services soared as the U.S. “fi-
nancial bubble” grew. At its peak, GE Capital contributed nearly 
60 percent of GE’s overall profits. Then the financial crisis deliv-
ered a near death blow, said Peter Eavis in The New York Times. 
Struggling under a portfolio laden with risky loans, GE was 
bailed out to the tune of $139 billion in government- guaranteed 
debt and lost its prized AAA credit rating. Washington also got 
wind of the serious risks “posed by large financial firms that were 

not regulated banks.” The Federal Reserve’s 
response under the 2010 Dodd-Frank fi-
nancial reform bill—to designate GE as sys-
temically important to the financial system 
and regulate it just like a bank—led directly 
to the company’s decision to slim down. 

This just proves that Dodd-Frank “is doing 
some real good,” said Paul Krugman in 
NYTimes.com. Before the crisis, GE Capital 
“created systemic risks” just like a major 
bank but was “effectively unregulated.” 
But once it was subjected to greater regu-
latory oversight, with higher capital and 

liquidity requirements, it found it couldn’t make outsize profits 
because it couldn’t take as much risk. “GE only wanted to be a 
bank if it didn’t have to play by the same rules that other banks 
do,” said Matt O’Brien in The Washington Post. That not only 
shows that financial reforms are having their intended effect but 
also that “we know how to make the big banks safer.” The fed-
eral government doesn’t have to break them up. “It just has to 
give them incentives to do the job themselves—and they will.”

Still, I don’t expect Wall Street banks to get the breakup bug, 
said Matt Levine in BloombergView.com. After all, GE has its 
manufacturing and industrial divisions to fall back on; other 
big financial firms don’t have alternative business models. But 
GE’s move suggests that reforms are making it harder for big 
banks to “generate acceptable returns,” said Justin Fox, also in 
 Bloomberg View.com. And if that remains true, then GE won’t be 
the only financial firm “under pressure to divest and shrink.” 

Issue of the week: GE says goodbye to finance
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Why robots 
won’t take  
your job
Catherine Rampell

The Washington Post

CEO salaries
just keep
climbing
James Surowiecki

The New Yorker

Returning to its Òindustrial rootsÓ

  



Stan Freberg’s humor couldn’t be 
contained by one medium. During 
his seven-decade career, he made hit 
comedy records, voiced hundreds of 

cartoon characters, hosted a popular satirical radio 
show, and produced some of the first funny TV com-
mercials. To hawk Chun King Chow Mein in the 
early 1960s, he had an announcer declare, “Nine 
out of 10 doctors prefer Chun King.” The camera 
panned back to show the physicians—nine Asian, 
one Caucasian. Freberg was so confident in the sales-
boosting power of his comedy that he had a clause 
written into all his ad contracts. “The decision as to what’s funny 
and what is not,” it read, “shall rest solely with Mr. Freberg.”

Born in Los Angeles to a Baptist minister father, Freberg turned 
down scholarships to Stanford and the University of Redlands 
to pursue a career in entertainment. After graduating from high 
school, he took a bus to central Hollywood, “knocked on the door 
of a talent agency, and was soon auditioning for the Warner Bros. 
cartoon department, which hired him,” said The New York Times. 
Freberg gave voice to goofy gophers, bumbling bears, and a dog 
based on President Roosevelt’s pooch, Fala. In 1951, he launched 

his comedy-recording career with a soap-opera par-
ody in which characters named John and Marsha 
say only each other’s names—“sometimes shout-
ing, sometimes pouting, always fervently emoting.” 
More hit records followed, including mocking 
takes on Elvis Presley and Harry Belafonte, and in 
1957, Freberg landed his own show on CBS Radio. 
Critics loved it, but the show was scrapped after 
15 weeks because the comedian poked fun at his 
sponsors and “refused to take money from tobacco 
companies,” said The Washington Post.  

“Freberg later said the cancellation led him to concentrate on 
advertising work,” said the Los Angeles Times, and he brought 
his irreverent humor to a then staid industry. He formed his own 
company, Freberg Ltd. (but not very), and marketed such varied 
products as Sunsweet pitted prunes (“Today the pits; tomorrow 
the wrinkles!”) and Heinz’s Great American Soups—for which he 
staged a lavish Broadway-style number with musical great Ann 
Miller tap-dancing on top of a huge can of chicken gumbo. His 
advertising philosophy was simple: Always entertain the con-
sumer. “This is pizza we’re selling,” he explained in 1982, “not 
the Holy Grail.” 

Obituaries
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For decades, Günter Grass was con-
sidered the conscience of postwar 
Germany. In his universally acclaimed 
debut novel, 1959’s The Tin Drum, 

the author used a diabolical dwarf to symbolize his 
country’s stunted morality during the rise and fall 
of Nazism. Awarding him the Nobel Prize in litera-
ture in 1999, the Swedish Academy said the book 
had given German writing “a new beginning after 
decades of linguistic and moral destruction.” But in 
2006, Grass stunned the literary world by confess-
ing he had served in the brutal Waffen-SS during 
the dying days of the Second World War. “What 
I had accepted with the stupid pride of youth I 
wanted to conceal after the war out of a recurrent 
sense of shame,” he wrote. “But the burden remained, and no 
one could lighten it.”

“Grass came of age on a continent torn by hatred,” said The 
New York Times. The son of a grocer, he was born and raised 
in Danzig, the semi-autonomous city-state sandwiched between 
Poland and Germany that became “the first territory seized by the 
Nazis” at the outbreak of World War II. In 1944, the 17-year-old 
Grass was conscripted into a Waffen-SS tank division; he later lied 
and claimed he’d only served in anti-aircraft gun units. Grass’s 
war ended in early 1945, when he was wounded and captured in 
a military hospital by U.S. troops. He was held in the same Allied 
prison camp as Joseph Ratzinger, the future Pope Benedict XVI. 
“A little uptight,” he recalled of Ratzinger, but “a nice guy.” After 
the war, Grass “studied painting and sculpture in Düsseldorf,” 
then moved to West Berlin and began work on The Tin Drum, 
said The Washington Post. Set in prewar Danzig—now the Polish 
city of Gdansk—the novel centers on a boy who deliberately 
stunts his growth at age 3, and then “leads a life of petty crime 
and deception amid the Nazi horrors.” An imaginative, pica-
resque satire reminiscent of the magic realism of Gabriel García 

Márquez, the novel was the first major work to 
acknowledge the complicity of ordinary Germans 
in the rise of Nazism, and it established Grass as 
“one of Germany’s foremost intellectuals.”

Grass wrote two more novels set in his home-
town, Cat and Mouse (1961) and Dog Years 
(1963), both of which focused “on Danzig and 
its ethnic complexity,” said The Guardian (U.K.). 
He continued writing plays, poems, and novels 
throughout the 1960s, but increasingly shifted his 
attention to politics. Grass campaigned for the 
center-leftist Social Democrats and wrote speeches 
for the liberal German Chancellor Willy Brandt. 
“As one of Germany’s loudest social critics he 

wrote about everything from the slow pace of democracy to Third 
World starvation and gender relations,” said The Times (U.K.). 
Grass denounced the Reagan administration for trying to topple 
Nicaragua’s Sandinista government, asking, “How impoverished 
must a country be before it is not a threat to the U.S. govern-
ment?” In 1990, he alienated many in the intellectual and political 
elite with his controversial opposition to German reunification. 
For the crimes of the Holocaust, he argued, his country had for-
feited “a right to self-determination.”

Grass “never shed his fear that Germany could again stray into 
the dangerous ways” that led to war, said the Associated Press. 
His well-received 2002 novel Crabwalk, which details a little-
known wartime tragedy in which 9,000 German refugees were 
killed in a Russian submarine attack, was an attempt to counter 
the neo-Nazi narrative that Germany’s wartime suffering had 
been deliberately suppressed. Ultimately, though, Grass knew his 
legacy would always be tainted by his belated admission that he 
had served in the SS, although there was no evidence he had par-
ticipated in atrocities. “The brief inscription meant for me,” he 
wrote, “reads: ‘I kept silent.’”

The Nobel Prize–winning novelist who examined Germany’s ugly past

The freewheeling satirist who made commercials funny

Günter
Grass

1927–2015
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ping out after every pitch. Baseball opera-
tions executives will closely monitor pitch-
ing habits, with warnings and fines for the 
most egregious dawdlers. 

A too-long-ignored rule says pitchers must 
throw every 12 seconds. The game’s rul-
ers say it remains a kind of guidepost and 
they won’t be as stringent as the rule book 
allows them to be, but they have promised 
severe measures for excessive violations. 
In the minor leagues, long an incubator 
for new rules, a 20-second pitch clock 
will keep the game moving and train the 
stars of tomorrow to pick up the pace. 
Beginning May 1 in Classes AA and AAA, 
the umpire will call a ball if time expires 
before the pitcher throws.

The goal is to assure fans that the caretak-
ers of the game are serious about making 
changes and willing to try almost anything 
to achieve them. Among other changes 
baseball is examining: Limiting or even 

eliminating all those catcher-
pitcher mound conferences, mak-
ing managers change pitchers from 
the dugout, and scaling back the 
allowable number of warm-up 
tosses relief pitchers get.

Picking up the pace has never been 
more vital. Kids are choosing alter-
native entertainment. The average 
age of a postseason viewer is now 
about 55 years old, and climbing. 
In the regular season the average 
age is 57. The average age of an 
NBA television viewer is 40.

A
S GAMES STRETCH ever 
longer, national television 
ratings are collapsing. An 

average of 13.8 million viewers 
watched the seven-game World 
Series between the Kansas City 
Royals and the San Francisco 
Giants last year, 16 percent fewer 
than for the last seven-game 
World Series in 2011, and 44 per-
cent fewer than for the seven-
game series in 1997 between the 
Cleveland Indians and Florida 
Marlins, clubs with almost no 
national following. Just 3.8 mil-
lion viewers on average watched 
last season’s National League 
Championship Series between 
the Giants and the St. Louis 
Cardinals, two of the game’s mar-

quee franchises.

The lack of offense means there are now 
three fewer batters in each game com-
pared with 1999, six fewer pitches, and 
two fewer runs scored. Yet somehow the 
games are longer than ever, especially in 
the strategy-heavy playoffs. A dearth of 
offense, even the ability of hitters to make 
contact with the baseball, has exacerbated 
the problem. On average, teams scored 
just 4.07 runs a game last season, the low-
est since 1981. 

MLB loves to brag about the overall atten-
dance of nearly 74 million last season, 
partly a product of better ballparks, but 
executives worry about fans headed for 
the exits long before the final out. “Our 
game is really exciting, especially as you 
get to the late innings and it becomes all 
about the strategy of trying to get the right 
matchups,” said Joe Torre, the former 
player and manager who is now executive 

Baseball is losing fans because the games are too long, said Matthew Futterman. Can players pick up the pace?

Mound conferences are one reason games last beyond three hours. 

A
S THE 2015 Major League 
Baseball season dawns, the 
lords of baseball are asking 

for our forgiveness. They want a 
second chance, and to get it they 
are making changes that could 
shake the game to its foundations.

This isn’t about tinkering with the 
playoffs to make a few extra dol-
lars from the television networks. 
The 30 team owners have ordered 
the new commissioner to modern-
ize baseball and make it appeal 
to an audience that is increasingly 
weary of the game’s slow pace. 
There will of course be cries of 
sacrilege from traditionalists about 
putting the national pastime on a 
clock. Many players are resisting, 
too. But they are unlikely to slow 
the transformation.

If all goes as planned, 2015 will 
become the year baseball finally 
realized it needed to change fun-
damentally to survive as a major 
sport. David Ortiz at the plate, 
endlessly rubbing his hands and 
adjusting his batting gloves; David 
Price, the game’s most deliberate 
hurler, taking his usual 27 seconds 
between each pitch—torpid images 
like these led to a breaking point at 
the owners’ meetings in Baltimore 
in August, when the bosses named 
Rob Manfred as new commissioner 
and gave him a clear message: Get this 
game moving, or else.

National television ratings have plummeted 
as the average game last season stretched 
beyond three hours, or more than 30 min-
utes longer than the average in the 1970s. 
This is despite the fact that run scoring, 
which usually produces longer games, is at 
a 33-year low.

“What I would like to see is, when you 
watch the game, the things you hear fans 
talk about as wasted time are gone,” 
Manfred said in a recent interview.

This season will bring clocks that count 
down a newly specified two minutes 25 
seconds between half-innings (2:45 for 
nationally televised games). A hitter will 
have to keep a toe in the batter’s box 
throughout an at-bat, stepping out only 
after he swings or calls timeout. In recent 
years, countless batters have taken to step-
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vice president of baseball operations and 
entrusted with implementing the new rules. 
“We got to get people to the late innings.”

Will the changes work? Red Sox games 
averaged 3:17 last season, second only to 
the Tampa Bay Rays’ at 3:19. Only the 
Seattle Mariners—at 2:59—checked in 
under three hours.

Historically, baseball doesn’t change its on-
field rules often or lightly. It wears its con-
servatism with pride, disdaining the NFL 
for restyling its rules every year. The game 
celebrates its timelessness and its cerebral 
nature: Fans can discuss endless possibili-
ties after every pitch.

“It’s a game of strategy, a game you play 
over and over in your mind even after it’s 
over,” said Mel Didier, the 87-year-old 
adviser to the Toronto Blue Jays, who began 
his professional baseball career in 1948.

Ryan Howard, the Philadelphia Phillies 
slugger who takes a leisurely approach to 
his at bats, said the delays are a form of 
strategy, with pitcher and batter trying to 
make each other antsy and impatient. “It 
becomes a cat-and-mouse thing,” he said 
last month during a spring training batting 
practice. Howard explained that he likes to 
step out of the batter’s box and reset him-
self after he takes a bad swing. Here’s the 
problem: Howard hit .223 and struck out 
190 times last season, which adds up to a 
lot of bad swings.

B
ASEBALL HAS WORRIED about pace 
before. MLB official historian 
John Thorn said rule makers first 

legislated a 20-second time limit between 
pitches in 1901 because of concern that 
pitchers were falling prey to the “Adonis-
of-the-box syndrome,” causing them to 
gesture to fans, brush back their hair, and 
play to the ladies in the crowd between 
every throw. In the 19th century, the 
pitcher only had to stay within the pitcher’s 
box when he threw, rather than keep-
ing his foot on the rubber. Jumping Jack 
Jones used to gyrate wildly, windmilling 
and waving his arms before each pitch; he 
retired before the new rule kicked in.

Small changes to the game can reverber-
ate. Believing that expansion in 1961 had 
diluted pitching talent and produced Roger 
Maris’ and Mickey Mantle’s assaults on 
Babe Ruth’s hallowed home run records, 
former commissioner Ford Frick expanded 
the strike zone to help out the pitchers. 
That led to 1968, when teams scored just 
3.4 runs a game. This in turn resulted in 
lowering the mound the following year 
to emphasize offense—which eventually 
helped spawn the use of performance-
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enhancing drugs and 70-home-run seasons. 
More recently, there is widespread agree-
ment that cracking down on the use of 
PEDs and amphetamines has led to the col-
lapse of the offense.

“Baseball is not only self-correcting but 
delicately balanced,” Thorn said. “Minute 
changes can have dramatic results.”

Most veterans agree that the easiest way 
to speed up the game would be to start 
calling the high strike—the one that passes 
across the letters—more consistently. Yet 
many fear that would give the pitchers too 
great an advantage. “You can talk about 

expanding the strike zone, but we’re in this 
offensive drought right now, so how is that 
going to affect it?” said Torre.

Plenty of baseball lifers, though, welcome 
changes they say will speed up the game 
without any ill effects. Larry Bowa, the 
longtime Phillies infielder and former man-
ager, said the problems begin with every 
player having his own walk-up music for 
his march to home plate. In his day, Bowa 
said, if a batter took too long to step into 
the box or kept stepping out, a pitcher like 
Bob Gibson or Nolan Ryan was liable to 
create a little music of his own by throwing 
the ball under his chin.

Now, Bowa said, the pitchers and the 
hitters are so armed with statistical infor-
mation that they buy time to overthink 
every pitch. “You’ve heard of paralysis by 
overanalysis?” said Jim Palmer, the Hall of 
Fame pitcher. “That’s it in action.”

Torre, even as he serves as pace-of-play 
police chief, said managers sometimes have 

to kill time to give a reliever time to warm 
up. Consider a tiring pitcher in a tight 
game who falls behind the leadoff hitter 
2-0. The inclination is to call the bullpen 
and get someone throwing. But then the 
pitcher gets an out, assuaging the need 
for emergency relief. Then he walks the 
next batter and the reliever needs to start 
throwing again. Then another out. Time 
to sit down. “You can’t do that to a guy,” 
Torre said.

So instead, a manager signals the third 
baseman to go talk to the pitcher, then the 
catcher, and then the pitching coach takes 
a stroll out. Their only purpose is to buy 
warm-up time in the bullpen.

Phillies manager Ryne Sandberg said rush-
ing pitchers into a game before they are 
ready would not only give hitters too great 
an advantage but also put the pitchers at 
risk of an injury. Rates of serious injuries 
among pitchers are already epic. Is it worth 
it to wreck someone’s career just to shave a 
few minutes off the game?

Players seldom admit that their actions 
are anything other than strategic. Pitchers, 
who say they have to control the pace 
to control the game, blame the hitters 
for stepping out of the box constantly. 
Infielders say talking a pitcher through a 
rough inning goes with the job.

Managers say they need all those visits 
to the mound to talk strategy or gauge 
whether their pitchers are spent. “I need to 
look my pitcher in the eye and see whether 
he is gassed,” said Sandberg, who also 
admits to using mound visits to buy warm-
up time for the bullpen.

Baltimore Orioles manager Buck Showalter 
shakes his head at this notion. Any man-
ager who has to stall for time so a reliever 
can warm up just isn’t thinking ahead. 
He’d be happy to never walk out to the 
mound. “I make every pitching change as 
soon as I hit the top step anyway,” he said.

For now, Torre and Manfred say they are 
content to begin with their initial changes, 
experiment in the minors with the more 
radical shifts, and see if that gets the game 
moving again, without generating those 
dreaded unintended consequences. “If you 
go too far, too fast, 2,430 times a year, 
you’re going to live with that mistake,” 
Manfred said. “I’d like the fans to say at 
the end of the year, ‘You know, there was 
a nice briskness to that game.’ It’s baseball, 
just a little brisker.”

Excerpted from an article that originally 
appeared in The Wall Street Journal. 
Reprinted with permission.

Ryan Howard: No more stepping out
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The Week Contest
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This week’s question: Scientists have discovered that a 
10th-century remedy for treating eye infections—a nox-
ious brew of garlic, onion, wine, and bile from a cow’s 
stomach—is also effective at killing superbugs like 
MRSA. What catchy brand name could scientists give 
this medieval concoction if they wanted to sell it as an 
all-purpose skin salve at drugstores? 

Last week’s contest: Researchers at Yale University 
have found that frequent use of search engines leads 
people to believe that they are much smarter than they 
actually are. What medical name could psychologists 
give this Google-induced condition?

THE WINNER: Megoogleomania 
Brad Rothermel, Annandale, Va.

SECOND PLACE: Chronic scrolliosis 
Linda Manuel, Stockton, N.J.

THIRD PLACE: Yahubris —A’Lexa Hawkins, Hockessin, Del.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek. com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Medieval medicine” in the 
subject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, 
Tuesday, April 21. Winners will appear on the Puzzle 

Page next issue and at theweek.com/
puzzles on Friday, April 24. In the case 
of identical or similar entries, the first 
one received gets credit.

ACROSS

1  Overflow

5  Eponymous Belgian 

town

8  God of the dead

14  Terrorist attack, say

16  Mississippi gambling 

center

17  4/18/15: Miley Cyrus 

inducts her into rock’s 

Hall of Fame

18  Andy Murray’s 

specialty

19  Sent to the canvas

20  Compass dir.

22  A long time

23  Threw cold water on

27  Public speaking

29  Practiced, as a trade

30  Chapel Hill sch.

32  Director Anderson

33  First word of a 

Shakespeare title

34  Estate occupant

36  Nervous movement

39  Pitch zero

40  4/18/15: Patti 

Smith inducts him 

(posthumously) into 

rock’s Hall of Fame

41  Hockey stick wood

42  Use a needle

43  Must reimburse

44  Cashew or cherry

45  Prefix with gram or 

metric

47  Black or White

48  Cop car feature

49  Empire until 1923

52  Leon with a Super 

Bowl blunder

54  Nobel Prize–winning 

father or son

55  Acting Arthur

57  Speak highly of

61  “Am not!” retort

63  4/18/15: Fall Out Boy 

inducts them into 

rock’s Hall of Fame

65  Wise goat in Animal 

Farm

66  Like some bathing 

suits

67  State firmly

68  Fuel

69  Mama Elliot

DOWN

1  Trump ___ Mahal

2  Green start

3  7 of 24

4  Group controversially 

not in rock’s Hall of 

Fame, with “The”

5  Mats Wilander or 

Stefan Edberg

6  Touch lightly

7  They may be fine

8  Animal for which a 

phone case is named

9  Boy’s name, in a song

10  Not learned

11  4/18/15: Paul 

McCartney inducts 

him into rock’s Hall  

of Fame

12  Relatively unfriendly

13  Full of lip

15  Norwegian coastline 

feature

21  Word before norms or 

collapse

23  Bridge measurements

24  Skateboarding move

25  4/18/15: Stevie Wonder 

inducts him into rock’s 

Hall of Fame

26  Pittsburgh university

28  In wonder

31  Drink slowly

34  Sty she

35  Its O stood for “Olds”

37  “Understood”

38  Newswoman Joie ___

40  Sit on the horizon

44  Cameron classic

46  Attack made from a 

defensive position

48  Throat issue

49  Dreams From My 

Father autobiographer

50  Bagel’s shape

51  Like ___ from the blue

53  Swords with two 

accents

56  In eager expectation

58  It can be big or bright

59  Pouches

60  Lids close them

62  Poetic contraction

64  Messenger material

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41

42 43 44

45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

65 66

67 68 69

 

Fill in all the 

boxes so that 

each row, column, 

and outlined 

square includes 

all the numbers 

from 1 through 9. 

 

Difficulty:  

super-hard

Sudoku

t The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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For 25 years, The Great Courses has brought the 
world’s foremost educators to millions who want to 
go deeper into the subjects that matter most. No 
exams. No homework. Just a world of knowledge 
available anytime, anywhere. Download or stream 
to your laptop or PC, or use our free mobile apps 
for iPad, iPhone, or Android. Over 500 courses 
available at www.TheGreatCourses.com.

Gnosticism: 
From Nag Hammadi 
to the Gospel of Judas

Taught by Professor David Brakke
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

LECTURE TITLES

1. Rediscovering Gnōsis

2. Who Were the Gnostics?

3. God in Gnostic Myth

4. Gnosticism on Creation, 

Sin, and Salvation

5. Judas as a Gnostic Tragic Hero

6. Gnostic Bible Stories

7. Gnosticism’s Ritual Pathway to God

8. The Feminine in Gōnostic Myth

9. The Gospel of Thomas’s Cryptic Sayings

10. The Gospel of Thomas on 

Reunifying the Self

11. Valentinus, Great Preacher of Gnōsis 

12. God and Creation in Valentinian Myth

13. “Becoming Male” through 

Valentinian Ritual

14. Valentinian Views on Christian Theology

15. Mary Magdalene as an Apostle of Gnōsis

16. Competing Revelations from Christ

17. The Invention of Heresy

18. Making Gnōsis Orthodox

19. Gnosticism and Judaism

20. Gnōsis without Christ

21. The Mythology of Manichaeism

22. Augustine on Manichaeism 

and Original Sin

23. Gnostic Traces in Western Religions

24. “Gnosticism” in the Modern Imagination

Gnosticism: 
From Nag Hammadi to the Gospel of Judas
Course no. 6271 | 24 lectures (30 minutes/lecture)

Explore the Mysteries 
of Gnosticism
Gnosticism, one of the most fascinating movements in religious 
history, has had a deep and lasting impact on Western culture and 
religions. Though Gnosticism was stamped out by the emerging 
Christian church, Christianity formed many central doctrines (e.g., 
original sin, immaculate conception) in response to Gnostic ideas. 

Now, in Gnosticism, follow Gnostic ideology and its profound 
impact on Western thought through the centuries, from its role 
in early religions and its re-emergence in medieval spirituality to 
its remarkable traces in modern popular culture. This compelling 
24-lecture course is a richly detailed guide to the theology, sacred 
writings, rituals, and prominent figures of Gnostic movements. 
Through these lessons, you’ll discover a fascinating, little-known 
religious tradition that has been enormously influential down to the 
present day.
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