
Sun-sational!
Flat out in Sunseeker’s brilliant 
new f lybridge Sport Yacht

PARIS IN 
THE SPRING

An early season 
cruise to Europe’s 

most romantic capital

DUSSELDORF 
SHOW REPORT
Full details on all the 
hottest new boats for 
2014 including...

FAIRLINE TARGA 37 JEANNEAU LEADER 40 SUNSEEKER CAMARGUE 47

HALVE YOUR 
FUEL BILLS!

...the painless way 

PLUS Sardinia’s islands +  Coolest cat ever + £150k sportscruisers 

EXCLUSIVE TEST OWNER’S STORY

SEALINE F380 WINDY 39 CAMIRA BROOM 430
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the best videos with this issue

So now we know what caused last year’s tragic RIB accident, in 
which a father and daughter were run over and killed by their 
own boat (see p14). And far from it being a simple case of an 
irresponsible boat owner choosing not to use the kill cord, it 
turns out to be a much more complex story. In fact, both Mr 
Milligan and his wife were safety conscious individuals who had 
attended one-on-one RYA Powerboat Level 2 training courses. 
They had been taught the importance of wearing a kill cord at all 
times and the procedures for changing drivers. And yet, even 
though Mr Milligan was wearing a kill cord all morning, at the 
crucial moment when his wife took the helm for one last run, it 
was left dangling uselessly from the dashboard.

It would be easy to blame the Milligans for failing to follow 
the correct procedure but I have nothing but sympathy for all 
involved. It was an accident pure and simple, caused not by a 
single bad decision but by a desperately unfortunate sequence 
of events, which on their own were insignifcant but which 
together added up to the tragic events of May 5, 2013. 

The ‘what-ifs’ will haunt the surviving family members for the 
rest of their lives but if we are to learn one lesson from this grim 
affair, it’s that however well you train people, kill cords will always 
be prone to the fallibility of their human operators. That’s why I 
am more convinced than ever that a solution can and should be 
found that either reminds people to use their kill cords or 
prevents them from driving the boat without it being worn. 

Until then, I’ve had CoastKey’s wireless kill-cord system ftted 
to my boat. Now the only way I can start the engine is with the 
remote control fob worn on a lanyard around my neck. Once 
I’m wearing it, it doesn’t matter who’s driving or where I’m seated 
– if I go overboard, the engine cuts out. The painful truth is that if 
the Milligans had been using something 
similar, the chances are they would all be 
alive today.

SunSeekeR SPoRt YAcht 
Watch our cover star in action on a 
choppy day in Poole and see for 
yourself why Dave 
Marsh rates its 
handling and ride 
so highly.

RIB AccIdent SeA tRIALS 
The MAIB video footage of the sea 
trials showing how the Milligan’s RIB 
‘hooked’ when 
turned too sharply. 
It makes sobering 
viewing for all of us. 

SeALIne F380 Boat test editor 
Jack Haines gives you a guided tour 
of the best new boats at the 
Düsseldorf show 
including the 
Sealine F380 and 
Greenline 48. 

“However well you  
train people, kill cords  
will always be prone  
to the fallibility of their 
human operators”

mby.com/ss68sy mby.com/milly mby.com/f380
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big picture

Forget Simon Cowell’s pop-making machine, if it’s true star material 

you’re looking for the Code-X concept boat has got it by the bucketful. 

Funded by a wealthy entrepreneur, designed by Swiss race-car 

engineers, built by Fabio Buzzi and powered by V10 engines burning 

an eco-friendly fuel of the future, it has all the makings of a true 

marine megastar. Read the full story on p54.

The X Factor
The Code-X concept boat with real star power 
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LATESTNEWS

Sunseeker 155 
hits the water
Largest UK production boat ever launched in Poole

The largest production boat ever built 

in the UK touched water for the first 

time in February, as the world’s fleet of 

superyachts welcomed the Sunseeker 

155 Yacht to its ranks.

The launch of the massive 155 Yacht 

marks a huge moment for the Poole 

yard, and means it snatches the 

distinction of building the UK’s biggest 

production boat back off Princess, who 

held it for its 40M.

The tri-deck yacht is not only the 

biggest Sunseeker ever, it’s also the 

company’s first semi-displacement, 

round-bilge hull, which, combined with 

the 2,960hp engines and 60,000-litre 

fuel tank, gives the superyacht a 4,000 

nautical mile range.

Stewart McIntyre, Sunseeker MD, 

said: “This is the biggest project we 

have ever undertaken and since the 

announcement of its build it has 

been the talk of the industry.  We are 

incredibly proud of what we have 

created and look forward to showcasing 

it to the world.”

The boat was commissioned by 

former Formula 1 team owner Eddie 

Jordan, one of Sunseeker’s most loyal 

customers. Jordan has already owned 

nine Sunseeker models including the 

first 37 Metre, which is now owned by 

DJ Chris Evans. More recently Jordan 

ran a Predator 60 and Manhattan 53 

while his 155 was in build. The new 155 

has space for 12 guests and ten crew, 

with Jordan getting a palatial, full-

beam owner’s suite on the main deck.

MBY was the first magazine to 

be invited on board the 155, so don’t 

miss the May issue for more on this 

stunning new superyacht.

The Sunseekers which 
Eddie Jordan has owned 

over the years

9 STEPS TO HEAVEN
The first 155 is wheeled 
out of the specially 
extended shed at 
Sunseeker’s Poole facility

A monster hoist is used to 
lower it into the water 

The massive trailer wheels 
it to the water’s edge

37 Metre

Manhatttan 80

Manhattan 56

29 Mohawk

Portofino 400

Manhattan 62

105 Yacht

Predator 60 

Manhattan 53

Eddie Jordan (left) 
commissioned the first 155
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FULLTANK
FAIRLINE HAS RESPONDED TO 

AN UPSURGE in demand for its 

models by recruiting 38 new 

boatbuilders. CEO Kevin Gaskell 

said: “Sales were excellent at the 

[London Boat Show], showing a 

strong growth over last year. As a 

result of this we are delighted to be 

recruiting for roles across the factory 

and have been able to approach 

previous employees.”

JEANNEAU DEALERS Walton 

Marine and Sea Ventures have 

merged their South Coast 

operations to create the Jeanneau 

Boat Centre in Southampton.

UNIVERSAL MARINA on the 

Hamble has installed a new travel 

hoist capable of moving boats up 

to 75 tonnes.

A REPORT ON THE SINKING OF 

THE TALL SHIP BOUNTY off the 

North Carolina coast during 

Hurricane Sandy in October 2012 

has pinned blame for the accident 

on the captain’s “reckless decision 

to sail the vessel into the well-

forecasted path of Hurricane 

Sandy”. The ship’s captain, Robin 

Walbridge, and crewmember 

Claudene Christian died during the 

sinking; 14 others were rescued by 

the US Coast Guard.

THE GMB UNION CLAIMS THE 

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY is 

planning to cut 90 residential lock-

keepers on the Thames and freeze 

recruitment of future lock and weir 

keepers. The plans are set to be 

announced in a report in March.

Milly RIB report released
Tragic accident explained

EMPTYTANK

FE

FE

Try before you buy
Free charter in Mallorca if you purchase a boat

One of the UK’s biggest boat dealers is 

giving customers the chance to 

experience the boating lifestyle before 

committing to a purchase. 

Essex Boatyards is offering a Fairline 

Targa 47 for charter in Mallorca but 

will refund the cost if the customer 

goes on to buy a boat from them.

Terms and conditions apply, so take 

a look at the website for more details 

– www.essexboatyards.com/charter

The boat, Relax, is berthed at 

picturesque Port Petit Marina in Cala 

D’Or, Mallorca, and prices begin at 

£800 a day for bareboat charter.

Essex Boatyards MD James 

Barke said: “Experiencing the many 

joys of life afloat will, I believe, 

convince customers of the real long-

term benefit of boating to them.”

UK NEWS: 

Sun boosts boating

Watersports up as 
mercury rises P10

WORLD NEWS: 

Düsseldorf shines on

Show continues 
to post big fi gures P12

THE TRUTH ABOUT: 

The RIB tragedy

What happened on that 
fateful day in Padstow P14

It’s this rapid movement that investigators believe 
threw six members of the family from the 8m RIB

The RYA has told MBY it will include 

advice on ‘hooking’ in its revised 

Powerboat Level 2 training course, 

following the publication of a report 

into the deaths of a father and 

daughter in a RIB accident on the 

Camel Estuary last year.

The organisation said that although 

Powerboat Level 2 was designed as an 

entry-level training course, “in future 

additional information will be provided 

during the course and through our 

publications on avoiding and 

mitigating the effects of a hook”.

The term ‘hooking’ describes a 

sharp turn where the rear of a boat’s 

hull temporarily loses grip on the 

water, causing it to skip sideways until 

re-gripping the water and rolling out of 

the turn, sometimes violently.

It’s this rapid movement that 

investigators believe threw six 

members of the Milligan family from 

their 8m Cobra RIB in May last year. 

With no kill cord attached to the 

driver, the RIB continued to circle 

over the family, killing the father, 

Nick Milligan, and eight-year-old 

daughter Emily.

The RYA’s training manager, Richard 

Falk, said: “Whilst concentrating on 

safe boat handling we will be ensuring 

that students understand what may 

happen if they do not apply the 

lessons taught during their training 

especially at high speeds.

“Taking the lessons learned at low 

speed, students will be taught about 

the increased forces that can act 

upon a boat at higher speeds including 

the cause and effect of hooking. 

RYA instructors are currently being 

informed of these enhancements 

through our annual instructor 

conferences.”

In its report on the accident, the 

Marine Accident Investigation Branch 

(MAIB) also recommended that the 

builder of the Cobra range, APV 

Marine Limited, review the design of 

its hull to reduce the sharp angle of 

heel its boats can adopt in tight turns. 

But Josh Arkell, a director of the 

Christchurch-based company, said it 

would not be making any changes to 

its boats, adding: “Our hull is 

extremely safe and has great 

seakeeping characteristics.

“In this case the hull was asked to 

complete an unrealistic manoeuvre 

and hooked due to the trim, power 

input and weight distribution. This 

has been proven in the report as the 

weight distribution and the Yamaha 

throttle readout produced by the 

ECU,” he said.

To read more about the MAIB’s 

report on the accident, turn to p14. You 

can also see MAIB video footage of its 

sea trials demonstrating how the RIB 

‘hooked’ at mby.com/milly
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Essex Boatyards will 
refund the charter of its 

Targa 47 in Mallorca if you 
go on to purchase a boat 

Emergency services surround the RIB in the 
aftermath of last year’s tragic accident  



The campaign 
group’s original 
mock-up of what 
they think the 
windfarm would look 
like from the shore

Galeon has 
19 boats in 
its range

Southampton dealer secured

Polish boatbuilder Galeon has finally 

found a UK distributor – MGM Boats, 

whose UK office is at Hamble Point 

Marina. MGM will represent Galeon’s 

entire 19-model range, from the 325 

sportscruiser all way up the 780 

Crystal. Designed by the British naval 

architect Tony Castro, Galeon has been 

turning heads at boat shows the world 

over in recent years.

John O’Kane from MGM Boats told 

our sister title IBI: “We looked for a 

brand that would complement and fit 

our clients’ requirements, and Galeon 

came top of the list.

“The investment in the products and 

models has been unbelievable. There is 

a real gap in the 30-44ft flybridge 

market in the UK in particular and we 

will be filling this gap with the various 

models in the Galeon range.”

Galeon back 
in UK market

RNLI battles the elements

Windfarm cut – again
Isle of Wight windfarm cut down in size, but campaigners still against plans

Extreme weather resulted in RNLI launching an average of 23 times a day

Developers have scaled back plans 

for a controversial windfarm planned 

for prime boating territory to the west 

of the Isle of Wight. This is the second 

time Navitus Bay Development Ltd 

has cut the number of turbines and 

overall size of the development in 

response to public opposition. 

The new plans have cut off the 

north-eastern most corner of the 

windfarm, reducing it in size from 175 

square kilometres to 155 square 

kilometres and reducing the number 

of turbines from 218 to 194.

Mike Unsworth, project director at 

Navitus Bay, said: “The boundary 

change is significant, and balances the 

need to reduce visual impact while 

ensuring that the project continues to 

make an important contribution to 

sustainable energy generation in the 

UK and to the local economy in the 

shape of jobs and investment.”

But Challenge Navitus, the group 

campaigning against the farm, still 

isn’t happy, saying: “The threats to the 

environment, tourism and navigation 

remain largely unchanged, and the 

onshore disruption will be the same.

“The proposal would need a far 

more radical rethink to address the 

issues raised in consultation, and it 

remains a bad plan in the wrong place.”

RNLI lifeboats launched an average 

23 times a day in 2013 in a year of 

extreme weather that saw the coldest 

spring since 1962, the warmest 

summer in seven years and the 

windiest December since 1993. The 

charity’s lifeboats launched 8,304 

times in total, rescuing 8,384 people 

and saving 325 lives, according to the 

RNLI’s yearly stats. 

The busiest RNLI station, once 

again, was Tower on the River Thames 

in London, which launched 492 times 

in 2013. The busiest coastal station in 

40%

THE MONTH 
IN NUMBERS

The drop in piracy incidents 

worldwide since the peak of Somali 

piracy in 2011. There were 264 

attacks on shipping in 2013, the 

lowest level in six years.

£750,000

29

What Premier Marinas is spending 

on the renewal and refurbishment 

of the pontoons and facilities at 

Brighton Marina. Work will begin 

this March.

The number of times the Thames 

Barrier was closed in December, 

January and early February – a 

fi fth of its total use since being 

built back in 1983.

2013 was Southend-on-Sea, which 

launched 142 times. Half of all the 

launches in 2013, 4,160, were to leisure 

boats, with the biggest reason for the 

call-outs being machinery failure. 

George Rawlinson, operations 

director for the RNLI, said: “As a charity, 

we… rely on the incredible generosity of 

the public and I would like to say a huge 

‘thank you’ to all those who support the 

RNLI, whether by giving up their time or 

by making a donation.’

One new way the charity is looking to 

raise funds is with a new line of men’s 

fashion bags made from lifejackets 

worn by RNLI volunteers during actual 

sea rescues. The ‘235 Made of Life’ 

range comprises six items, including a 

wash bag, messenger bag and 

tablet cover. Prices range from £95 

for the messenger bag to £35 for 

a wallet.

UKNEWS

The charity rescued 
8,384 people in 
2013. Inset: new kit 
to raise funds

  



3.5 million adults took 
to the water in 2013

New measures to 
stop speeding
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toPeveNtS 
Three boat shows are ongoing as 

this issue hits the newsstands – the 

DubAI boAt ShoW, which runs till 

March 8, the hISWA AmSteRDAm 

boAt ShoW, which wraps up on 

March 9 and finally the 

StockhoLm INteRNAtIoNAL 

boAt ShoW, also ending on March 

9. The NoRWegIAN 

INteRNAtIoNAL boAt ShoW in 

Olso runs from March 12-16. The 

moScoW boAt ShoW runs over 

almost the same dates, from March 

11-16. The first big Med show of the 

season is the ANtIbeS YAcht 

ShoW (April 23-26).

toPDeALS 
FoRce 4 chANDLeRY has a 

special offer on a StANDARD 

hoRIzoN cP300 chartplotter with 

external antenna (v16.22). Usually 

over £500, Force 4 is offering it for 

just £399.95 INc vAt. It has a 7in 

widescreen display, NMeA0183 

inputs, support for c-mAP 

cartography and a three-year 

warranty. see www.force4.co.uk

Watersports up 23% and boating tourism healthy after last year’s hot weather

Last year’s fine summer, the warmest 

in seven years, appears to have 

spurred more people onto the water, 

as participation rates in boating and 

watersports activities shot up 23%, 

according to new figures from the 

British Marine Federation’s (BMF) 

watersports Participation survey.

The rise means 3.5 million adults,  

or 7.1% of the population, took to the 

water in 2013, up from 2012’s 2.8 

million adults. This dramatic jump is 

made all the more stark because until 

2012, the survey had recorded a 

steady ten-year decline in adults going 

boating. A series of terrible summers 

clearly hurt participation levels, with 

last year’s warm summer coupled to 

an improving economy dramatically 

reversing the trend.

WhAt WeRe theY thINkINg?
thAmeS: Just because the river’s burst its banks, doesn’t mean work 
stops for the staff at Lindon Lewis Marine, seen here at shepperton. 

Rangers crack down
Norfolk Broads rangers to use new speed gun

Rangers on the Broads will have a  

new weapon in the war against bad 

boating behaviour this summer – a 

state-of-the-art radar speed gun. 

This accompanies the introduction 

of a brand new 31ft patrol launch, to 

Boating tourism in 2012/13 stood at £3.7 billion, 
accounting for 3.2% of all tourism in the UK

Super summer boosts uk

According to the survey, the rise in 

participation has been driven by 

“causal participants, those who take to 

the water one to five times a year”. This 

group makes up 82% of those who get 

involved in boating, the highest figure 

since the survey began in 2002.

Howard Pridding, CeO of the BMF, 

said: “This valuable research… proves 

how popular and vital the UK leisure 

marine industry remains. with 

initiatives such as National 

watersports Month taking place in 

May this year, we are confident that 

participation will continue to rise.”

Yet more stats from the BMF have 

shown how important boating tourism 

is to the UK, contributing more to the 

economy in a single year than the 

Olympics and Paralympics combined. 

The contribution of boating tourism 

in 2012/13 stood at £3.7 billion, 

accounting for 3.2% of all tourism 

expenditure in the UK. 

Minister for Tourism, Helen Grant 

MP, said: “These are important 

statistics to a government which 

recognises the crucial role that the 

overall tourism sector plays in 

economic growth.”

be named after the late Martin Broom.

These new measures are being put  

in place after rangers noted a rise in 

offences last summer as the warm 

weather attracted more boaters on  

to the Broads waterways.

Adrian Vernon, head of ranger 

services at the Broads Authority,  

said: “As the weather hotted up last 

year, so did the… bad behaviour  

and speeding.

“Over 7,000 verbal warnings  

were issued to boaters between  

April and October, of which 5,277  

were for speeding.”
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Coastguards dispel myth

Fears that a ghost ship filled with 

cannibal rats is drifting towards Ireland 

and the UK have been dismissed by the 

coastguards of both countries.

The former cruise ship, Lyubov 

Orlova, was being towed from Canada 

to the Dominican Republic for scrap 

when it broke free from its cable during 

a storm in February 2013. 

Left to drift the Atlantic, it has not 

been spotted since, although experts 

fear the 4,215-tonne, 300ft ship may 

eventually make landfall along the 

British or Irish coasts.

With no life on board other than 

vermin, speculation is rife that the rats 

would be forced to eat each other.

But the Irish Coast Guard was 

dismissive of such concerns, saying: 

“There is no further action required by 

Ireland and there are no reports and 

sightings. Normal costal surveillance 

activities are carried out which are 

aware of the issue of the vessel.”

IT COULD ONLY 
HAPPEN IN....

NEW ZEALAND

NEW ZEALANDER JAMES GRANT 

MADE HEADLINES around the 

world in January after being bitten 

by a shark then popping into his 

local for a pint. The 24-year-old 

junior doctor was in two metres of 

murky water when the shark 

struck. Feeling a tug on his leg, he 

stabbed at the shark, “putting a 

few knicks in it”, then calmly 

sutured his wounds before 

heading to the pub for a beer. 

Spain relaxes matriculation tax

Düsseldorf shines on

Rat ship fears 
dismissed

Visitor numbers and sales of new boats up at German boat show

Spain appears to have further relaxed 

its matriculation tax regime to allow 

some private use of EU-owned charter 

boats operating in its waters.

Under the previous regime, a 12% tax 

was applied to the value of any vessel 

operated for charter in Spanish waters. 

Despite an exemption for craft under 

15m, the ruling devastated the local 

boating economy. Last year, to much 

delight, the exemption was extended to 

boats over 15m. However, it was 

conditional on the charter boat being 

used solely for commercial purposes, 

with no private use whatsoever. 

But now it seems the Spanish 

government has had another outbreak 

of good sense, allowing owners of 

non-Spanish, EU-registered charter 

boats to use them personally. 

This will come as very welcome news 

to the many British boaters who have 

for any exhibitor at the German show.

Hanse Group, the parent company 

of Sealine, Moody, Fjord, Hanse and 

Dehler, said it had secured orders for 

40 boats at the show, although it is 

not known how many of these were for 

the new Sealine F380.

Doug Culverwell, head of sales for 

Sealine, confirmed that business was 

done, saying: “The reaction to the new 

model was extremely positive from both 

the Sealine dealer network and the 

show’s international visitors. Orders 

were taken at the show for this and other 

models in the Sealine range which is a 

great start for 2014.”

“Boot Düsseldorf proved its function as a 
driving economic force that is highly attractive”

Govt allows private use

Düsseldorf further cemented its place 

as the world’s greatest boating 

exhibition in January by posting a 

significant attendance increase to 

buck a trend seen at almost every 

other European boat show.

The German show saw 248,600 

visitors pack into its 17 vast halls 

over its nine-day run, a big jump on 

2013’s 226,300 visitors. 

“We have fully met the expectations 

of the industry,” said Werner Matthias 

Dornscheidt, president and CEO of 

Messe Düsseldorf. “As before, Boot 

Düsseldorf proved its function as a 

driving economic force that is highly 

attractive on an international scale.”

Exhibitors echoed this positivity, 

with Bavaria claiming to have sold a 

barely believably 102 sailing and 

motor boats at the event, a record for 

the company and possibly a record 

Spanish waters start to 
look attractive again

Visitor numbers were 
up compared to 2013

The Lyubov Orlova is thought 
to be adrift in the Atlantic

boats in Spain, who will now be able to 

generate a charter income as well as 

enjoy the boat privately.

The new measures came into force 

at the start of the year, with ANEN, the 

Spanish marine trade body, saying 

that this “has eliminated one of the 

greatest obstacles to conducting 

charter business in Spain”.

It's not a private use free-for-all, 

however – there are thresholds in 

place that will see you starting to pay 

a share of the 12% tax if over-using 

the boat privately.
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This video still taken 
at the scene shows 
the Milligan’s RIB 
being brought under 
control by a local boatP
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The Padstow
RIB tragedy

The truth about...

What does the MAIB report reveal about last year’s fatal RIB accident

MBYINVESTIGATES
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The stern of the RIB skidded out before suddenly 
re-gripping the water, causing it to roll abruptly. 

All six on board were thrown into the water 

May 5, 2013
1225: Family of six – Nick Milligan, (51) 

wife Victoria (39) and kids Amber (12), 

Olivia (10), Emily (8), and Kit (4) – set 

off from their home berth at Rock in 

Cornwall for a trip on the Camel Estuary 

in their Cobra RIB, Milly. All are wearing 

lifejackets or buoyancy aids. Mr Milligan 

takes the helm and executes a series of 

loops in the estuary at around 30 knots. 

The kill cord is in use throughout. The 

children are standing or seated in the 

forward part of the boat with Mrs 

Milligan in the stern bench seats.

1414: The family pull up to the quay at 

Padstow, with most of them leaving the 

RIB to buy lunch. Mr Milligan remains 

on board to keep an eye on the boat. 

During this period Mr Milligan 

consumes some wine.

1536: After lunch, the family put on 

lifejackets before Mr Milligan once again 

takes the helm, attaches the kill cord 

and undertakes some more runs in the 

estuary between Gun Point and St 

Saviour’s Point. 

1544: Mr Milligan brings the boat to a 

halt, detaches the kill cord from his leg 

leaving the engine idling in neutral and 

moves to the stern. Mrs Milligan stands 

by the helm to make sure the children 

cannot access the helm. When Mr 

Milligan returns to the navigator’s 

position, Mrs Milligan takes the helm, 

engages the engine and sets off 

towards Rock but fails to attach the 

kill cord, probably because the intention 

was to return directly to the boat’s 

mooring.

1545: Off St Saviour’s Point, Mrs 

Milligan turns back towards Gun Point 

for a further run. At this point, another 

motor boat passes to the west of Milly. 

Mr and Mrs Milligan are occupying the 

helm seats and all the children are in 

the bow, either standing or sitting. 

1546: The RIB is turned back towards 

 T
en months on, and we 

finally know what 

happened in the build-up 

to the tragic events of May 

5, 2013 when a family of 

six were thrown from their 

RIB in the Camel Estuary, resulting in 

the deaths of Nick Milligan (51) and his 

daughter Emily (8). The report from the 

Marine Accident Investigation Branch 

(MAIB), released in January, makes it 

clear from the outset what the biggest 

contributing factor to the accident was 

– the failure of the driver to use a kill 

cord. Had that simple safety device 

been attached, the family would still 

have been tossed from the RIB, but 

the tragedy that then unfolded would 

have been avoided. However, it’s why 

the family were thrown from the RIB 

and why the kill cord wasn’t attached at 

the time that proves so revealing …

The local boat gets close, 
in preparation for Milly to 
be boarded and stopped 

Bristol Channel

ISLES OF
SCILLY

English
Channel

WALES

Padstow

Plymouth

Penzance

Milford
Haven

CO
RN

W
AL

L

Padstow

St Saviour’s
Point

Gunn
Point

River
Camel

Channel
buoy

Rock

metres

0 500

The
Pool

Accident
site

N

  



2

1

3

300

YAMAHA

YAMAHA 300

Rock but Mr Milligan, in the co-driver’s 

seat, suggests one more run. Mrs 

Milligan is initially reluctant, judging 

there not to be enough space between 

the beach and boat to make the turn 

but does so under encouragement 

from her husband and children. She 

starts a slow, wide turn to starboard. At 

this point, Mr Milligan reaches across 

her to take the steering wheel in his 

right hand and throttle in his left. He 

tightens the turn abruptly and puts the 

throttle all the way down. The boat 

accelerates into the turn, heeling 

sharply. The stern of the RIB skids out, 

a process known as ‘hooking’, before 

suddenly re-gripping the water, causing 

the RIB to roll sharply in the opposite 

direction. All six on board are thrown 

into the water. The RIB now starts 

circling out of control on full throttle, 

running over and killing Nick Milligan 

and his daughter Emily. Wife Victoria 

and son Kit are seriously wounded and 

daughters Amber and Olivia escape 

with only minor injuries.

Conditions were fine on the day, with 

only a slight chop. In a sea state as 

benign as this, how is it that a boat with 

two adults on board – both of whom 

had completed the RYA’s Powerboat 

Level 2 course and had participated in a 

three-hour familiarisation on handover 

– lost control so completely in a sharp 

turn? There didn’t appear to be any 

sudden faults with the steering or 

throttles and the engine showed no 

signs of failure. In its analysis of the 

accident, the MAIB turned to well-

known boat designer Lorne Campbell, 

the man behind the Bladerunner series 

of boats, who concluded, following an 

examination of Milly, that there “was no 

inherent problems” with this particular 

Cobra RIB. Nor was the alcohol 

consumed by Mr Milligan a likely factor, 

since his blood alcohol level was well 

below the road drink-drive limit.

What went wrong?
So what was it? What led to the 

‘hooking’, as demonstrated in the 

illustrations below, where the stern 

lifts sufficiently to lose grip on the 

water and send the boat into a 

sideways slide before gripping again 

and rolling violently in the opposite 

direction? To answer this question 

the MAIB undertook trials of the 

boat in June 2013 off Portland and 

discovered a whole list of 

contributory factors:

Throttle: Milly was set up with a 

modern electronic fly-by-wire throttle, 

meaning there is little resistance on the 

lever when fully depressing it. We know 

from the engine data that Mr Milligan 

applied full power when leaning across 

to sharpen the turn to starboard, 

quickly accelerating the boat to an 

estimated 35-40 knots. Whether he 

meant to go to full revs or not we do not 

know, but the throttle set-up made this 

action easier and his leaning across 

from the navigator’s seat lessened the 

finesse with which he was able to 

control the craft. 

Weight: At the time of the accident, all 

four children were sitting or standing in 

the bow of the boat, with no one at the 

stern to provide a counterbalance. 

During trials, 120kg of ballast was 

moved around the boat to simulate the 

weight of the children. When it was 

characteristics”. Like most powerful 

craft of this type, it does bank steeply in 

a high-powered turn. However during 

the trials investigators noted that the 

boat would sometimes suddenly 

increase heel from around 25-30° to 

35-40°, possibly due to the design of 

the hull’s spray rails and tubes, 

increasing the chance of the stern 

sliding out and causing a ‘hook’. This 

was shown to happen at speeds 

between 20-40 knots. 

Wash: We know from the narrative that 

there may have been some residual 

wake on the water left by a passing 

motor boat. Investigators suggested 

that Milly might have encountered this 

wake either when starting to lose the 

stern or when the hull bit back into the 

water, exacerbating the sudden roll that 

threw the family into the water.

Driver error: This was the family’s first 

trip of the year aboard their boat, and 

the report suggests that having not 

moved to the aft bench seat, the boat 

heeled less and didn’t lose its grip on 

the water until speeds were increased, 

suggesting that had the children been 

seated at the rear of the boat, it might 

not have ‘hooked’. Investigators made it 

plain in their report that it is considered 

bad practice to drive at speed with 

passengers loose in the forward part of 

the boat.

Trim: From evidence obtained by 

investigators, we know that Milly was 

trimmed well in. On a scale of 0 to 42, 

where 42 is fully trimmed out, the trim 

setting at the time of the accident was 

in the region of 10-12. This lifted the 

stern further, exacerbating the effect of 

having the children’s weight in the bow. 

Again, we know from engine data that 

the propeller, and therefore the keel, 

momentarily lifted clear of the water.

Heel: It’s important to note that 

investigators concluded that this craft 

exhibited “no untoward bad handling 

Light action of electronic 
throttle may have meant 
Mr Milligan applied full 
throttle unintentionally

With the weight forward 
and the engine trimmed in, 
the stern is already running 
slightly higher than normal

In a gentle turn the boat 
adopts a modest angle of 
lean with the propeller and 
keel still gripping the water

Leaning across from the 
navigator’s seat may also 
have affected his fi nesse

The rear seats were 
unoccupied at the 
time of the accident

Boat stats: 
MILLY

Make Cobra

Model 8m

Draught 0.6m

Built 2011

Engine 300hp Yamaha 

outboard engine 

All Cobra RIBs are 

built using the same 

hull mould, with the 

manufacturers moving 

the transom position 

forward or backwards 

to produce the size of 

RIB desired. 

YAMAHA
COBRA 8.0

COBRA 

ANALYSIS OF BOAT ‘HOOKING’

1 2
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driven the boat for eight months Mr 

Milligan’s helming skills might have 

been rusty. It was noted that Mr Milligan 

was a careful and considerate boater, 

so the failure to attach the kill cord and 

the abrupt manoeuvre appear to be out 

of character.

Training deficiencies: Despite both 

completing Powerboat Level 2, and 

having a considerable familiarisation 

session when buying their Cobra, Mr 

and Mrs Milligan were unaware of the 

dangers of letting their children sit 

forward during fast manoeuvres, or the 

risk of ‘hooking’ in a high-powered turn. 

It is unlikely, given the couple’s risk-

averse nature, that they would have 

allowed the children to remain in the 

bow had they known of these risks.

What were the MAIB’s 
recommendations?
The report only had two – for the RYA 

to revise its powerboat training to cover 

the risks involved in high-powered 

manoeuvres with specific reference to 

avoid a ‘hooking’ incident and for Cobra 

to review the design of its hull and make 

modifications to reduce the steep angle 

of heel which it adopts in tight turns. 

Cobra was also advised to review some 

minor inconsistencies in its RCD 

documentation, although this didn’t 

contribute to the accident.

The RYA told MBY: “In the future, 

additional information will be provided 

during the course and through our 

publications on avoiding and mitigating 

the effects of a hook. Whilst 

concentrating on safe boat handling we 

will be ensuring that students 

understand what may happen if they do 

not apply the lessons taught during 

their training especially at high speeds. 

Taking the lessons learned at low speed 

students will be taught about the 

increased forces that can act upon a 

boat at higher speeds including the 

cause and effect of hooking. RYA 

instructors are being informed of these 

enhancements at the moment through 

our annual instructor conferences.”

Cobra RIBs, meanwhile, told MBY it 

would not be redesigning its hull, saying 

in a statement: “We are not looking at 

making any changes to our hull. Our 

hull is extremely safe and has great 

seakeeping characteristics. In this case 

the hull was asked to complete an 

unrealistic manoeuvre and ‘hooked’ 

due to the trim, power input and weight 

distribution. This has been proven in 

the report as the weight distribution 

and the Yamaha throttle readout 

produced by the ECU.”

Josh Arkell, a director of Cobra, 

likened the accident to someone 

passing their driving test, getting 

behind the wheel of a powerful car 

and going round a roundabout in 

second gear with their foot planted. 

“Is the inevitable accident the car’s 

fault, the driving instructor’s fault or 

the driver’s fault?” he asked. 

He added that all high-speed hulls 

have a point at which they’ll let go or 

lose grip, “therefore anyone pushing a 

hull or using large amount of power 

combined with tight turns should 

execute these with extreme caution”.

The future of kill cords
Despite all of the above, this tragedy 

could have been so easily avoided had 

the kill cord been attached to either Mr 

or Mrs Millgan. And worryingly, the 

MAIB thinks the issue is still 

widespread: “The evidence of this and 

previous accidents would indicate that 

kill cord use is still sporadic, and that 

much more needs to be done to make 

fitting a kill cord second nature when 

taking the helm of a powerboat.”

The MAIB points to 21 accidents 

since 2005 involving small craft 

continuing out of control because the 

kill cord was not used or was not 

properly connected, resulting in seven 

fatalities and 12 injuries. 

However, as this case shows, even 

RYA trained, safety conscious 

individuals are still prone to forgetting 

to use the kill cord. That’s why Motor 

Boat & Yachting believes that a better 

solution needs to be found which will 

either prompt users to wear a kill cord 

or ensure they can’t inadvertently 

operate the boat without it. 

It’s time for the engine builders and 

boatyards to get their thinking caps on 

and come up with a simple, reliable and 

affordable solution that prevents this 

kind of tragedy reoccurring. 

Harbour staff move Milly 
following the accident. Note 
the kill cord still in place

With more power and 
steering applied the hull 
leans further until the 
keel and prop lift clear

Now that lateral grip is lost 
the stern of the boat slides 
rapidly sideways, a process 
known as hooking

When the keel grips again 
the sideways movement 
stops and the boat rolls 
abruptly ejecting crew

mby.com/milly

SEE THE VIDEO
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HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Sealine is back!
 ● Practical touches 
 ● Engine options

Master forward is spacious 
and endowed with plenty of 
storage plus a large ensuite

Seat fabric is 
comfortable yet 
robust and adds 
to the cosy feel

The helm station looks 
cluttered but has 

everything you need

Headroom is tight over the 
bed, which can be made into a 

double with an infi ll section

Edited by 
Jack Haines
Email: jack_haines

@ipcmedia.comThe hottest launches and top new boats from the Düsseldorf Boat Show 
NEWBOATSFROM

DÜSSELDORFNEWBOATS

Few launches at this year’s show were 

as important as the big reveal of the 

Sealine F380. It’s not just that this is 

Sealine’s first new sub-40ft flybridge in 

over a decade, it’s also the first new 

model built in Germany under new 

owners, Hanse Group.

With only the bare hull and deck 

finished when the Kidderminster 

factory closed in 2013, Hanse had its 

work cut out getting the boat ready for 

Düsseldorf, but you would never have 

known it from the show boat.

There was a risk that the slab-sided 

looks of the F46 and F42 may not 

translate to the stubbier proportions of 

the F380 but in the flesh it looks 

remarkably good. On board it feels 

every inch a Sealine, mixing 

contemporary styling with comfort and 

practicality. Hanse’s yacht-building 

heritage also shines through in some of 

the details, such as the storage and 

cupholders built into the dinette’s table 

and a sofa that slides to and fro to 

liberate more floor space.

The tight area around the galley 

could become congested when people 

are getting ready for bed but at least 

both pairs of guests get their own 

bathroom. Headroom is a bit tight over 

the guest cabin bed but there is 

standing room just inside the doorway. 

The flybridge works very well for a 

boat of this size and the two-way 

backrests on the cockpit allow guests 

to sit facing the sea when at anchor.

The proven SC35 hull mated to Volvo 

260hp, 300hp or 330hp engines and 

sterndrives should make the F380 a 

lively performer. Contact See Sealine 

website for dealers. www.sealine.com 

AT A GLANCE
Length 37ft 8in (11.5m)
Beam 12ft 4in (3.8m) Engines 
Twin Volvo Penta D4 260/300hp 
and D6 330hp Top speed 33 
knots (twin 330hp) Price from 
£276,965 inc UK VAT 

Sealine F380

mby.com/f380

SEE THE VIDEO

  



HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Three cabins/heads
 ● Practical touches
 ● Good overall package

Saloon enjoys great 
views out through 
the large windows

Aft galley window 
opens on to the cockpit

Scissor-action berths 
in the owner’s cabin

It’s easy to get blinded by Greenline’s 

eco promises and, sure enough, the 

new 48 has all the planet-saving 

paraphernalia that made the yard 

famous, including the diesel-electric 

hybrid system and solar panels to keep 

the batteries topped up. But put that to 

one side for a moment because 

beneath the green-tinged veneer is a 

fantastic cruising boat.

It is so intelligently thought through, 

it feels as if the design team spent extra 

time after hours crawling all over the 

boat to ensure each area is working as 

hard as it possibly can. Those cut-outs 

in the bulwarks are a fine example. A 

little odd from the outside but get down 

into the master cabin and you realise 

that they line up with the windows in 

the coachroof, providing excellent views 

out on both sides – a privilege usually 

reserved for the midships master cabin. 

The fine detailing continues 

elsewhere. There is tempered glass 

in the supports either side of the 

cockpit to ensure they don’t block 

the view and the galley bin has 

a second access door on the 

side deck, so you can empty it 

from outside without having 

to carry smelly rubbish bags 

through the saloon.

Greenline’s familiar aft galley is put 

to use again here and thanks to the big 

lifting aft window, it can be opened up 

to face the cockpit as well.

The forward master cabin will suit 

lofty owners thanks to plenty of 

headroom and floor space, while the 

scissor-action berths increase its 

flexibility. The two guest suites 

amidships are almost identical and big 

enough for a pair of adults each.

All engine options (ranging from twin 

110hp to twin 380hp) are offered with 

the hybrid system, which promises 

silent, emission-free cruising for an 

hour at 6 knots and four hours at 4 

knots. Contact See website for dealers. 

www.greenlinehybird.com 

AT A GLANCE
Length 49ft (15m) 
Beam 15ft 1in (4.8m) 
Engines Twin diesels 
110-380hp 
Top speed 23 knots 
(twin 380hp) 
Price from £421,922 inc UK VAT

Greenline 48 Hybrid

mby.com/g48h

SEE THE VIDEO

NEW BOATS FROM DÜSSELDORF

APRIL2014 19

Simple helm station 
works well but the 
bench is fi xed

  



Sparse upper deck 
on the show boat

The 49 is the fi rst in a new 
Flybridge model range with a 

52 and 56 in the pipeline 

The bright saloon is 
comfy, cosy and fi nished 
to a high standard

Good fl oor space in 
the master, forward

A helm for life 
in the slow lane

Helm is plain 
and simple 

What we have here is what most people 

would call a ‘proper boat’. Cat A steel 

construction, flared bow, upright 

windscreens and covered side decks. 

You can already picture it bluffly 

smashing through a head sea with 

lashings of spray bombarding the deck. 

As ever with Privateer the key to its 

charms is customisation. You can have 

pretty much whatever layout, colours 

and fabrics you like. For example, the 

show boat had a rather sparse flybridge 

with low furniture and lots of open 

space. Not our cup of tea but you can 

basically sketch whatever design you 

like and hand it over to the yard. 

Handily, you can electronically lower 

the radar arch for inland work too – 

another string to the 49’s bow. 

Inside, the boat on show was a 

cocoon of plush white leather and 

warm walnut – a home from home. A 

touch we really liked was the two 

armchairs, which had their own little 

alcoves to slot into but could also be 

pulled out to join the dinette table. 

The plain helm station is clearly 

designed for long, straight stints on 

autopilot, which is why it makes such 

great sense to have the galley adjacent 

so you can prepare food and drink while 

still keeping a lookout forward. 

Below, the two cabins feel very 

spacious and, especially impressive, is 

the amount of headroom in the 

midships guest cabin. 

A single 200hp John Deere does the 

donkey work – giving 9 knots flat out 

– and it’s good to see that fin stabilisers 

are standard fit. Contact Privateer. 

Tel: +31 (0)515 559 044 

Web: www.privateeryachts.com

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Customisable
 ● High quality
 ● Cat A construction

AT A GLANCE
Length 49ft 2in (15m) Beam 15ft 
7in (4.8m) Engines Single John 
Deere 200hp Top speed 9 knots 
Price from €995,000 ex VAT

Privateer Flybridge 49 

mby.com/pf49

SEE THE VIDEO

  



AT A GLANCE
Length 39ft 1in (11.9m) 
Beam 11ft 10in (3.4m) Engine Twin 
Volvo Penta 370/400hp sterndrive 
Top speed 45 knots Price from 
£359,940 inc UK VAT

The hull is based on 
that of the 31 Zonda 

– this is a good thing

Windy’s helms are some of 
the best in the business – 

no different on the 39

We pack our boat insurance 
policies full of bene ts…
then we take 10%* off 
•  10%* premium discount 

for RYA and RNLI Off shore 

members on most policies

•  The only insurance broker 

working in partnership with 

the RNLI and RYA members bishopskinner.com

0800 783 8057 

Proudly supporting

2013

CUSTOMER CARE

AWARD

For a free no obligation 

quote call or go online

•  Winners of the 2013 

customer care category at 

the British Insurance Awards

•  Yachts,  Motorboats,   

RIBs, Dinghies   

Yachtsman’s travel

*Subject to acceptance by underwriters. For more details please see www.bishopskinner.com/aboutus/rya-rnli-approved 

If you board this boat with comparisons 

to the Princess V39 or Sunseeker 

Portofino 40 in mind, then you may find 

yourself feeling a little disappointed at 

the amount of craft you’re getting for 

just shy of £400,000. To go head-to-

head with them you need to look at 

Windy’s 40 Maestro, but if you want 

something totally different with 

thunderous performance and a 

fearsome hull then the 39 Camira will 

be right up your street. 

It doesn’t have the protection from 

the elements of a hardtop sportscruiser 

but what it lacks in cover and size it 

makes up for in being light and lithe. 

With the largest Volvo Penta D6 400s it 

will hit 45 knots, meaning a 

40-knot cruising speed is 

entirely realistic. Of 

course, that lack of 

weight and lower centre 

of gravity are also 

bound to make the 39 

Camira a more 

engaging machine to 

drive than a regular 

sportscruiser.

There’s no escaping the fact that the 

39 is a very open boat and with no 

dinette below decks, your only lounging 

area is the seating in the cockpit. That 

may limit the boat’s use in the UK but 

hasn’t stopped hull number one being 

destined for Jersey to take up life as a 

plush island hopper. 

The cockpit’s focal point is the 

dinette and a pair of curved bench 

seats, which slide on rails to join the 

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● 40-knots plus top speed
 ● Superb open cockpit
 ● Talented sea boat

Windy 
39 Camira

sunpad or stay in the formation shown 

above to make a sociable dining area. 

Two wet-bars round off this fantastic 

blue-sky entertaining area.

The helm station oozes Windy class, 

ordering you to shut up and drive. 

Below, despite the lobby and 

galley area being quite tight, the 

cabins are actually perfectly spacious 

for a comfortable weekend for two 

couples. Look outside the box and 

you could be on to something very 

special here. Contact Berthon 

International. Tel: +44 (0)1590 679222 

Web: www.windy.no

Bimini is neatly stored beneath 
the aft bench for quick shade

mby.com/w39c

SEE THE VIDEO
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The show boat looked 
fresh and sharp with its 
sparkling silver hull wrap 
and optional hardtop

Hardtop provides 
shelter for the raised 
helm and aft cockpit

The bed faces across 
the beam into the 
ensuite bathroom

Splashes of lime 
green add some 
pizzazz to the interior 

The new interior 
manages to be 
modern yet cosy

With no lower helm 
eating into the space, 
the saloon feels even 
bigger than expected

‘Sea, River, Harbour’ – these three 

words were emblazoned on the carpet 

of Broom’s show stand, demonstrating 

the versatility that the brand is famous 

for. Andrew Wolstenholme’s familiar 

semi-displacement hull is renowned for 

that best-of-both-worlds cruising but 

this time it comes with a thoroughly 

modern twist.

Yes, the basic shape is the same but 

the 430 at the show had a gleaming 

silver hull wrap, a glossy black slash in 

the topsides and, for the first time ever, 

a hardtop over the aft cockpit. 

Inside the changes are even more 

significant. Cream leather and glossy 

cherry wood have been kicked to the 

curb and in their place are matt walnut, 

chocolate panelling and soft, earthy 

tones on the upholstery. It’s up to date 

and beautifully put together – there are 

even embossed feature panels in the 

doors and splashes of lime green in 

the master cabin. 

The bed in the master has been 

moved to face athwartships and it’s 

remarkable how much larger it makes 

an already spacious cabin feel. It also 

means you can lie in bed and gaze over 

the water through the transom glazing. 

The opaque, oriental-style sliding 

door to the heads not only looks good 

but it saves space, too. If you haven’t 

set foot on a Broom recently, it’s time to 

take a fresh look. Contact Broom Boats. 

Tel +44 (0)1603 712334 

Web: www.broomboats.com

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Gorgeous interior
 ● Versatile cruising 
 ● Good range of motors

AT A GLANCE
Length 43ft 3in (13.2m) Beam 13ft 
11in (4.2m) Engines Single or twin 
up to 440hp Top speed 29 knots 
Price from £410,000 inc UK VAT

Broom 430

mby.com/b430

SEE THE VIDEO

  



With IPS600 the 
430 should be 

good for around 
35 knots fl at out

Saloon is perfectly comfortable for those 
times when you need proper shelter

Among the thousands of boats packed 

into the halls of Düsseldorf’s Messe 

Centre the Leader 40 had to be one of 

the best packages on offer.

It’s not the prettiest sportscruiser 

Jeanneau has ever made – the open 

version, launched at Cannes, is a better 

looking boat – but in terms of bang for 

your buck it’s hard to complain. 

You get a simple but spacious 

cockpit, covered with a no-fuss GRP 

hardtop, two very good cabins, a single 

bathroom and the potential to do 38 

knots with the largest (D6 370s) engine 

option on sterndrives.

As ever with Jeanneau, it’s a 

practically designed boat with plenty 

of nifty storage solutions, such as 

a transom ‘boot’ large enough for a 

tender in a bag and a few fenders, and 

an outboard-sized locker just to port 

of it to keep the motor tidied away.

The real surprise comes in what 

is supposed to be the guest cabin 

amidships. It’s one of those occasions 

where the guest cabin is so spacious 

and comfortable that you half wonder 

whether you might like to use it for 

yourself. The main snagging point being 

that the only bathroom is connected to 

Never shy of a bit of funky design, 

Galeon’s new 430 Skydeck emulates 

the trend for sportscruisers with a 

small flybridge perched on top. 

It may not be the first to jump on this 

bandwagon but it is the only yard to 

offer one below 50ft and it has even 

managed to squeeze in a glass sunroof 

over the lower helm station.

The 430 also has a mind-boggling 

array of customisable features. It has 14 

different wood options for the interior, 

you can spec shafts, sterndrives or IPS 

and the cockpit can be transformed 

into five different layouts. 

A ladder flips down from the 

flybridge overhang to grant access to 

the top deck, which has a three-person 

helm station and a couple of flat 

benches for lying down on. It’s certainly 

a compromised top deck, in 

comparison to, say, the yard’s 420, but 

then it’s not supposed to be a fully 

fledged flybridge. It has enough room to 

spread out that bit closer to the sun 

and the central upper helm station is a 

useful addition. 

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Excellent value
 ● Impressive performance
 ● Superb mid cabin

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Shafts, legs or IPS
 ● Three cabins, two heads
 ● Level of customisation

AT A GLANCE
Length 40ft 5in (12.3m) 
Beam 12ft 5in (3.8m) 
Engines Twin Volvo Penta D4 
300hp/D6 370hp 
Top speed 38 knots 
Price from 
£219,330 inc 
UK VAT

AT A GLANCE
Length 43ft 5in (13.3m) Beam 13ft 
6in (4.2m) Engines IPS600 
Top speed 35 knots (MBY est) 
Price from £332,803 inc UK VAT

Jeanneau 
Leader 40

Galeon 430 Skydeck

the forward cabin. Jeanneau does at 

least provide a sink in the guest cabin 

so you can brush your teeth without 

having to venture forward. 

The level of finish won’t be making 

Princess or Fairline sweat but it’s solid, 

reliable and feels built to last. For under 

£200,000 ex VAT, you can’t really 

moan. Contact Jeanneau. See website 

for dealers. www.jeanneau.com

Excellent mid cabin is the 
star of the show below decks

On board, the 

show boat had a 

three-cabin, galley-up 

layout, but there is the option to have 

two cabins with galley-up and galley-

down arrangements. The amount of say 

you can have over the design for a 43ft 

production boat is mighty impressive. 

Galeon used the show boat to exhibit 

some of its more swanky design 

flourishes, such as the twinkling blue 

hull and superstructure, white wooden 

flooring and counter tops, and piano 

black, lacquered fascias. An acquired 

taste, yes, but then you can of course 

change what you don’t like and the 

quality of finish just seems to get better 

with every boat Galeon makes. 

With its best-of-both-worlds design 

and incredible level of customisation, 

the 430 is an intriguing proposition. 

Especially as Galeon finally has a UK 

dealer now. Contact MGM Boats Tel: 

+353 1 280 2020 Web: www.galeon.pl

mby.com/g430

SEE THE VIDEO

mby.com/jl40

SEE THE VIDEO
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The show boat was black but 
there is a choice of vibrant 
hull and trim colours

Helm seats swivel to 
join the bench seat 
and make a dining 
area once the table 
is installed

Wooden middle 
section rises up 
to make steps to 
the foredeck

Table can be 
removed to make a 
two-person sleeping 
area in the saloon

Draco is an old name familiar to UK 

ears and, after a fire at the factory 

ruined all the old moulds, it’s great 

to see the name back from the dead 

with the launch of the 26. 

The 26 follows a simple recipe with 

a clean and practical bow-rider design 

twinned with a single outboard. 

If you look at the new website, 

packed with bold colours and youthful 

couples smiling away, it’s clear to see 

that these boats are directed at the 

younger end of the market.

Parent company Windy is mindful 

that there isn’t too much of an arm 

wrestle between the brands, so the 26 

is going to be the largest of the Draco 

range with a 19 and 23 to follow.

With a single Yamaha 300hp 

outboard Draco claims the 26 will hit 44 

knots flat out. On deck there is a clever 

main module in the middle of the boat 

which flips between a two-way bench 

and totally flat sunpad. A table stores 

beneath the aft end, which can be 

installed between the forward bench 

and helm seats to make a useful four-

person dining area. 

The simple helm has a good 

seated driving position but a sensible 

enough amount of room between 

By adding a double forward cabin to its 

270, XO might just have created the 

ultimate tough weekender. Now you 

can fly across the Channel in some 

quite serious weather and still have 

a decent cabin for a night or two at 

the other end.

The cabin itself has a wide vee-berth, 

separated by an infill cushion. A 

central wooden section pulls up from 

its base to make a couple of steps up 

to the foredeck. 

The rest of the design is the same 

as the bow-rider version of the boat, so 

you still get a perfectly usable toilet 

compartment and a large storage area 

beneath the helm station. 

The dinette folds completely flat to 

create another two-person sleeping 

area in the saloon, so you could actually 

sleep four at a push.

The show boat didn’t have it but 

there is the option to have a small galley 

unit to starboard in the wheelhouse. 

Some other small tweaks, including 

lowering the top of the helm station for 

a better view and a sprung helm seat, 

will only improve the driving experience. 

Contact Wessex Marine. Tel: +44 

(0)1202 700702 Web: www.xoboats.fi

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● Outboard powered
 ● Practical deck
 ● Smart, clean looks

HIGHLIGHTS
 ● New forward cabin
 ● Soft-riding aluminium hull
 ● Punchy performance

AT A GLANCE
Length 25ft 9in (7.9m) Beam 8ft 
2in (2.5m) Engines Yamaha outboard 
200-300hp Top speed 44 knots 
Price from £74,670 inc UK VAT

AT A GLANCE
Length 28ft 2in (8.6m) Beam 9ft 
5in (2.6m) Engines Volvo Penta 
260-400hp Top speed 45 knots 
Price from £143,829 inc UK VAT

Draco 26

XO 270

seat and wheel so you can stand and 

drive when you want to. Under the 

port hand console there is a small 

potty toilet and sink, something which 

those upgrading from smaller open 

boats or RIBs will really cherish.

Contact Berthon International. 

Tel: +44 (0)1590 679222 

Web: www.dracoboats.com

mby.com/xo270cab

SEE THE VIDEO

mby.com/d26

SEE THE VIDEO
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PETER CUMBERLIDGE: In the depths of winter, summer cruising can seem a million miles 
away, but a taste of Portugal’s native drink brings all the warmth back for our cruising columnist

  CUMBERLIDGE

ON CRUISING

 C
hristmas now seems 

very far away, but I 

remember it because 

we were lucky to receive 

a case of rather fine port, 

a thoughtful present 

which has cheered many 

long dark evenings. 

Sipping this liquid sunshine as February’s 

rain clouds heaved overhead helped us 

remember what summer was like as we 

wondered if it might ever return! 

It also evoked memories of Portugal’s 

beautiful Douro River, whose vineyards 

nurture the grapes for this noble drink. Not 

many cruising boats visit the Douro, yet it is 

navigable for over 100 miles across Portugal, 

right through the heart of port-making 

country. Over the years, on various delivery 

trips, I have made several forays inland from 

the rambling old estuary town of Porto, the 

historic home of port buying and shipping.

Porto is not an encouraging harbour. Its 

shallow entrance faces the Atlantic, so a 

long heaving swell often breaks over the 

bar and seethes against the river current 

running out. There are no yacht berths 

and boats on passage naturally head 

for the friendly sheltered marina at 

Leixões, a few miles north.

But last time I called at Leixões, 

I was helping the new owner of a 

Grand Banks 36 down to Lisbon 

and he was keen to see the river 

where his favourite tipple was made. 

The Portuguese owner of the boat 

next to us was also a port enthusiast 

and he kindly offered to pilot us up the 

Douro for a day trip.

The Atlantic was docile as we cleared 

Leixões’ huge breakwater and followed the 

seafront down to Porto’s much shorter 

piers. Leaving a sandspit to starboard and 

some civic gardens to port, you enter an 

impressively wide estuary, which narrows 

towards a high modern bridge and then 

curves towards the old port area just before 

a more ornate 19th Century span – Ponte 

Dom Luis I.

The world-famous port houses and 
cellars are still here and you’ll see some of 
the graceful double-ended sailing barges 
which used to ferry barrels downstream

soon into more open country with hills either 

side. Under a clear blue sky we pushed inland 

as far as Bitetos de Baixo, a remote village 

nearly 30 miles above Porto, where the steep 

valley slopes are dotted with wineries.

This was real rural Portugal, its shimmering 

summer heat slowly ripening the terraces 

of port wine grapes. Now, sipping the 

impeccable result on quite a chilly Devon 

evening, I can picture the sunny Douro 

and even believe that a new cruising season 

may soon arrive.  

Here on the south bank, sailing ships once 

lined the custom house wharves for loading, 

while wealthy merchants and shipowners 

sipped wine with officials to lubricate the 

wheels of trade. The world-famous port 

houses and cellars are still here and you’ll see 

some of the graceful double-ended sailing 

barges which used to ferry barrels 

downstream from the vineyards.

Beyond Ponte Dom Luis I and four more 

bridges, we swung south for a while past 

pleasant leafy suburbs and avenues but were 

The Douro River 
winds its way 
through Portugal

Sailing barges line 
up against Porto’s 
south bank

Sailing barges and the 
Ponte Dom Luis I

Colourful Porto 
clustered on the 
hillside
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DavE Marsh: Advancing technologies could put paid to checking out a boat in person before you 
purchase, but with virtual tours and immersive opportunities, where will it end? 

 J
ust like car manufacturers, 

even the most experienced 

veterans of the boatbuilding 

industry occasionally conjure 

up a surprise. Which is why  

I’d never buy a new car or a 

new boat without the intimate 

knowledge that a test drive 

brings. unlike a car, though, as the price 

escalates, achieving that all-telling test drive 

and sea trial on board your potential next  

boat becomes increasingly difficult – “surely 

you have a Ferretti 750 for me to test at the 

shenzhen show next week, in twin-cabin 

form, with the big engines, in blue?”

In truth, buyers of big boats are often 

happy with painstaking internal and external 

inspections at boat shows. But boatbuilders 

only have a finite number of boats to populate 

our international shows with (IBI has 89 major 

exhibitions listed for 2014), so even flying 

visits require luck with timing and what craft 

is on show. However, there are several 

technologies emerging that have the potential 

to change the way we go about the business 

of buying boats.

For instance, fancy a tour of the new Pearl 

75 that this uK boatbuilder keeps in sunny 

mallorca – without paying for flights? If that’s 

a yes, go to www.pearlmotoryachts.com, 

locate the Pearl 75 virtual tour, and press  

go. You’ll find yourself immersed in a terrific 

3D walkaround that allows you to visualise 

what it’s like on board this big, capable 

cruiser. Pearl is not the only builder using 

virtual tours, but this is a particularly 

outstanding example, shot from 23 different 

positions on board. Having spent three days 

on board the 75, the big surprise was finding 

just how accurately the virtual tour reflected 

the true feeling of space on board, and even 

the boat’s indefinable sense of style. little is 

missing short of being able to reach out and 

touch the soft furnishings. 

This, however, is just the beginning. sea 

Ray has developed an iPad app (search the 

 testing

tImes

Pearl is not the only builder using 
virtual tours, but this is a particularly 

outstanding example, shot from 23 
different positions on board

app store for sea Ray 510 Fly or 650 Fly) that 

also dishes up a virtual walkaround, internal 

and external. The difference is that sea Ray’s 

offering uses a sophisticated 3D CAD model 

instead of real photographs. That means less 

realism (although surprisingly little), but 

infinitely more functionality. so while you’re 

helicoptering around the outside of the boat, 

weighing up what it looks like from every 

conceivable angle, you can miraculously add 

teak decks or a flybridge hardtop, erect or 

stow the foredeck sunshade and change the 

hull colour. I’d urge you to give the exterior 

tour a try – it is an unexpectedly whacky way 

to visualise a boat.

sea Ray calls this ‘augmented reality’, and 

it’s interesting to speculate how far it could 

develop. The next step is simply to expand  

the functionality to the point where potential 

shoppers can do everything they would  

when buying a boat: changing fabrics and 

furnishings, adding stuff from the extras lists, 

and exploring different layouts. Beyond that, 

how long before the experience becomes as 

immersive and realistic as the latest shoot-

em-up computer games, and we’re able  

to wander around inside our virtual boats? 

The point is that if builders can make the 

virtual experience realistic enough and 

sufficiently functional (The Matrix here we 

come) then buyers will feel they have less 

need to trawl around boat shows. surprising 

numbers of big-boat buyers are already 

prepared to buy new launches from 

boatbuilders they trust well before the  

first boat is built. so in time, the demand  

for the burgeoning roll call of international 

boat shows may actually decrease.

of course, you know where this all ends. 

According to moore’s law, computing power 

doubles every two years. so how long  

before boats themselves become redundant, 

and instead we sit in the bath, virtual  

reality helmet strapped on firmly, with our 

partners throwing a bucket of water over  

us every half hour?  

Point and shoot. the 
amazing app from 
sea Ray has you 
walking around one 
of their stunning 
fybridge models 
from the comfort of 
your own desk
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 M
echanical faults on 

boats can be difficult 

to diagnose at the 

best of times. You 

can guarantee that if 

something goes 

wrong during the 

season you will need 

a lift-out to find the problem. By the same 

token, if your boat is on the hard for the 

winter, you will need to put it in the water to 

source the fault. Annoying, hard-to-trace, 

intermittent issues are the worst and will 

always present themselves when you are 

furthest away from assistance.

Some years back, while working our way 

down to the Med through the French canals, 

we developed an unnerving vibration from 

somewhere in the drivetrain. The sort of 

grinding vibration that you know is not going 

away and is going to hit the wallet hard.

Each morning we would set off at the lowly 

canal speed of 4-5 knots and a deep 

throbbing vibration would set in which shook 

the whole boat. I would have said we had a 

seriously mangled prop but that just didn’t 

make sense because if I increased the revs to 

just over 1,000rpm it disappeared!

Unfortunately 1,000rpm had us breaking 

the speed limit and throwing up an unfriendly 

wash. I’m no mechanic and had already 

exhausted my own diagnostic skills, so we 

needed help before something serious broke.

As luck would have it, the following day 

found us in a sizeable marina with good 

facilities – a very rare beast in rural France. 

We managed to get a mechanic on board, 

while the gut-wrenching vibration was still 

giving a fine performance. He was pretty 

adamant that one or more cutlass bearings 

on the prop shaft had given up the ghost, or 

the prop shaft was misaligned, or a 

combination of the two. 

A lift-out was required before anything could 

be done of course, which is when he followed 

up with the news that unfortunately they didn’t 

have capacity to lift our size of boat. There was 

nothing for it but to press on regardless.

On reaching Port Napoléon we made 
straight for the hoist and were lifted 

out and chocked up. As suspected, 
there was no visible damage

DAVE CROSSLAND: A frustrating vibration emanating from the engine bay proves to be a 
costly waste of time when the initial diagnosis misses the crux of the matter

  POSTCARDS FROM A

SMALL ISLAND

Fortunately, the next day we left the canal 

system for the broad reaches of the rivers 

Saône and Rhône for the final run down to the 

sea, which meant that at last we could 

increase speed above 6 knots so that the 

problem miraculously disappeared. On 

reaching Port Napoléon on the Med coast we 

made straight for the hoist and were lifted out 

and chocked up. As suspected, there was no 

visible damage to the props but I gave them a 

good clean up before securing our boat and 

heading home for the winter. 

The following spring we returned and 

instructed the work to be carried out. Both 

prop shafts had to be removed from the boat 

and this proved a difficult task. It took two 

men two days to achieve, amid many sharp 

intakes of breath and several outbursts of 

unbridled profanity. All four cutlass bearings 

were removed but sourcing replacements 

caused further weeks of delay. Eventually, 

though, the job was complete and the prop 

shafts realigned and given a full bill of health. 

We were finally relaunched and on our way, 

£2,000 the poorer but glad to have finally got 

it sorted. An hour out to sea and we were 

making satisfyingly smooth, vibration-free 

progress. And then we slowed to tickover 

speed to allow a passing yacht to tack in 

front of us and my little world fell apart again. 

There was that same vibration – unabated, 

unremitting and just as gut wrenching as ever.

I could have cried. We headed straight 

back in to Port Napoléon, hauled out the 

mechanics and got them straight on board. 

They may have detected I was less than a 

happy bunny.

Now in fairness, these guys had never had 

the benefit of a first-hand diagnosis – they 

had only worked on the boat while on the hard, 

but after exchanging a few sheepish glances 

ten minutes later they nailed the problem.

At tickover speed the engines were running 

too slowly and were shaking on their mounts, 

passing the vibration down through the prop 

shafts. Five minutes with a spanner and the 

vibration was gone – forever!

It wasn’t lost on me that the whole thing 

could have been sorted out back on the 

canals for a paltry few euros. I could only 

smile wanly and console myself with the 

fact that a new set of cutlass bearings 

after ten years of use was probably no bad 

thing. I suppose.  

Ortelius is lifted out at 
Port Napoléon but the 
problem is far from over
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Charity RIB
I wanted to let you know about a charity 

RIB project which myself and a group of 

guys from the RIBnet forum are restoring in 

aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. We are all 

donating parts, time, labour and money to 

build the RIB which will then be auctioned 

off for the charity – with 100% of the 

proceeds going to Macmillan. I hope you will 

be able to publicise the ongoing project and 

ask your readers to donate at our Just Giving 

page below. You can keep up with our build on 

our Facebook page – Rib 4 Macmillan. 

To donate, please visit www.justgiving.com/

rib4macmillan

C Allen

What a great idea and by the looks 

of things it’s shaping up to be 

quite a tasty boat. Make sure 

you let us know when the 

auction’s happening! Hugo

Belgium diesel 
I understand that a number of 

British boat owners have been put 

off visiting Belgium due to stories of 

boats being stopped and fined for having 

red diesel in their tanks. 

I would like to make it clear that 

stained diesel is, by decision of the Ministry 

of Finance, no longer an issue for British 

The shots the MBY team 
would rather you didn’t see

BEHIND
THE
SCENES

yachtsmen. And should you have a random 

customs visit, which is rare, then a simple recent 

receipt (less than one year old) from a UK fuel 

station, proving that VAT/Excise was paid in the 

UK, will be sufficient. 

It would be a real pity to have a cruise to such a 

magnificent area as the Belgian coast spoilt by 

the red diesel myth and we look forward to 

welcoming you to our friendly marina at the Royal 

Belgian Sailing Club in Zeebrugge. 

Maurice Beke Secretary-General, Royal 

Belgian Sailing Club

STAR
LETTER

WINS A BOTTLE OF 
PUSSER’S RUM!

        The official rum of the 
Royal Navy Association 

    and the Royal Navy   
         Sailor’s Fund

Dubai is doing 
its bit to boost 
Europe’s boat 
industry

This Avon Searider 5.4 
is being restored by 
enthusiasts and sold at 
auction for Macmillan 
Cancer Support

Either Dave Marsh’s 
helming skills are 

truly mesmerising 
or Bradley Cooper is 

sitting at the helm of 
the 68 Sport Yacht 

That’s good to hear, it was a daft ruling in the 

first place that must have done far more harm 

to the Belgian economy than the meagre 

amount of fines it brought in. Looks like moules 

frites and fruit beer are back on the menu for 

this season’s cruising. Hugo

Day charters
I am planning to hire a dayboat in Mallorca or 

Menorca this summer while on holiday with 

my family. Is it possible to hire boats for just a 

couple of days and will I just require my ICC 

for certification? I have found a few reputable 

boat hire companies online but any 

recommendations would be really handy.

James Sanford

You will usually need your ICC, a passport and a 

credit card to hire a boat in the Balearics. Short 

hires are definitely possible, particularly with 

RIBs and small sportsboats. Mallorca and 

Menorca are very good options for dayboat hire 

Can we fi x it? Yes we can! 
Hugo tries his hand fairing the 
hull of a custom-built Dale 35

MBY technical 
writer and army 
reservist Sgt 
Major Greg Copp 
from 7 Rifl es 
saves Datchet 
sub-station from 
the fl oods 

Art editor Neil aims the Sea 
Ray app mentioned in Testing 

Times at Hugo’s head
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FORUM CHAT 
Undersize anchors

rb_stretch asks My Merry Fisher 645 

comes with a 5kg Bruce copy anchor, 

which does seem undersized. I’m thinking 

of changing to a 10kg Delta or may splash 

out on a 7kg Manson or 6kg Rocna. 

superheat6k says A lot of motor boat 

anchors are simply too small and many 

don’t carry sufficient scope either. I only 

have about 40m of heavy chain and I 

wouldn’t want to be overly reliant on such 

a short scope in rough conditions, where 

six to ten times depth might be needed. 

maverickofpoole says I’m an angler and 

my boat is just over 8m. I use a 6kg Delta 

with 10m of 8mm chain attached to 140m 

of 14mm multi plait. If we were anchoring 

overnight I would probably have 5-6 scope 

out but wouldn’t sleep much. I used to 

have a 6m Warrior 195 and on that we had 

a 7.5kg Bruce copy with 10m of 6mm chain 

and 210m of 12m multi and had no 

problems with that set-up either.

Mikef says This is one of my bugbears. 

New mobos cost zillions but 

manufacturers try to save a few pennies 

by fitting undersized anchors and chains. 

On my last three boats, I have upgraded 

the chain to the maximum allowable size 

for the windlass and extended it to 80m; a 

simple change of gypsy is usually all that’s 

required. With the anchor, I have gone up 

two or three sizes to the max size I can get 

on the existing bow roller. In my opinion, 

the Delta works better in a wider range of 

sea bed conditions than the Bruce. In your 

case, I think a 10kg Delta with 50m of 

chain would be a worthwhile upgrade.

SUBSCRIBE TO MBY GET SIX ISSUES FOR JUST £6, DELIVERED STRAIGHT TO YOUR DOOR See page 74

On Twitter
 www.twitter.com/mbyipc

 On Facebook
www.facebook.com/mbyipc

ONMBY.COM
WE ASKED...
Do you cruise at displacement 
speeds on your planing boat? 

VOTE @ MBY.COM NOW
Have you ever forgotten to 
attach your kill cord? 

as the islands’ indented coastlines mean 

there’s always a host of coves and anchorages 

to choose from just a short cruise away. There’s 

a wide choice of craft in Pollensa and Palma in 

Mallorca and we have hired craft from Mahon, 

Menorca. For Menorca, we would recommend 

Clearwater Yacht Brokers, where we previously 

rented a RIB. See www.mby.com/menrib for 

more on our trip and www.clearwater.es for 

information on boat hire in Menorca. 

Chantal Borciani

Dubai ventures
It’s good to see that Dubai’s enthusiasm for 

European luxury products shows no sign of 

letting up. I spotted this Azimut 68 in pride of 

place next to the towering Dubai skyscrapers 

(see photo left), on a recent business trip. 

Stephen Degiorgio

Good spot. Hopefully next time you go back 

there will be a few new Princesses and Fairlines 

berthed alongside it. In fact, judging from the 

size of those skyscrapers the new Sunseeker 

155 might be more appropriate. Hugo

Setting a good example
You’d think that after all the publicity 

surrounding last year’s tragic boating 

accident in Padstow nobody would dare be 

seen in public helming a RIB without their kill 

cord clipped firmly in place. However, when I 

opened my copy of the Guardian on January 

29 to read about the floods there was a 

photograph of a fully kitted out member of 

the emergency services driving a RIB with a 

sizeable tiller-steered outboard and the kill 

cord dangling uselessly from the engine. 

Roger Watson

Oh dear, if even our emergency services are 

prone to making such a basic 

mistake what hope is there for 

the rest of us? As I’ve made 

abundantly clear, I am convinced that the 

boatyards and engine designers need to 

come up with a better, more user-friendly 

solution than the kill cord before the law 

makers impose a much less satisfactory 

solution on us. Hugo

Northern lights After a cruise to Tromsø (the most northern city 

in Norway), Ian Lowndes shared this incredible shot of the mountainous 

coastline. He says it’s well worth a holiday just don’t forget warm clothes!

ON SALE: APRIL 3

Princess S72: Exclusive first drive of this stunning 

new flybridge sportsyacht 

The perfect 35-footer: The full story behind the 

design and build of a gorgeous new British motor boat

Scandinavian special: Exploring the magical 

Swedish islands plus the ultimate boat-buying trip

Privateer 49 Fly: Full test of this Cat A cruiser with a 

transatlantic range and the seakeeping to match

NEXT ISSUE...

● Yes
● No

It’s Princess’s answer to the 
Sunseeker Sport Yacht and 

we’re fi rst to drive it

YOUR
PHOTO OF 

THE MONTH
            Wins a hand-held Icom 

     IC-M23 Buoyant VHF Marine  

         Transceiver worth £165!

Send your best photo to us

    at mby@ipcmedia.com 
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SPONSORS

Is the sporting fl ybridge the perfect merger? Dave Marsh fi nds 
the 68SY is right on the money with one hell of a ride and all 

the Sunseeker detailing you could wish for
Photos: Lester McCarthy

SUNSEEKER 68SY

APRIL2014  35

  



Comprehensive 
dash even includes a 

useful 12V socket

Engineroom is accessed 
through the cockpit fl oor – 
service access is excellent

 Every single fi xed 
seat has a storage 

locker underneath

 Forward visibility 
remains good even 

sitting down in the comfy, 
adjustable seats

  



mby.com/ss68sy  

SEE THE VIDEO

 C
ars used to fall into a 

few distinct categories: 

family saloon, sports 

car, MPV, and a few 

others. But the last 

decade has seen these  

types cross breeding 

like crazy, and 

nowadays anything goes. An ultra-luxurious 

500hp ‘family friendly’ SUV that handles like 

a sports car? No problem sir, the Porsche 

Cayenne will go nicely with your Ariel Atom 

and your Aston Martin Cygnet. 

It’s great to see boatbuilders doing likewise 

and re-examining the old stereotypes. Whoever 

thought we’d see trawlers with alluring curves 

and trendy designer interiors? Or, as we have in 

Sunseeker’s new 68 Sport Yacht, a cross 

between a conventional hardtop sportscruiser 

and a fl ybridge boat. 

This concept is not new. Pershing, Azimut, 

Prestige, Princess, and Sunseeker itself with its 

Predator 84 all have similar hybrid models 

going back some years. Having tested two of 

these foreshortened fl ybridge craft, the Prestige 

60S and Azimut’s 72S, and witnessed what 

brilliant boats these crossbreeds can be, for me 

the curious thing is that there are still so few of 

them around. The one disadvantage, less space 

up top than a conventional fl ybridge cruiser, is 

counterbalanced by a whole raft of benefi ts.

BRIDGING THE GAP
The most obvious gain is that shortening 

the fl ybridge frees up enough space forward, 

immediately behind the windscreens, to 

incorporate a sunroof. On our 68, this took 

the form of a fi xed central panel, although 

there’s the option to add two further panels 

outboard. Sunseeker is exploring the 

possibility of an opening sunroof. Let’s hope 

that investigation bears fruit because on the 

two boats I’ve tested with opening roofs, the 

effect is transformational. On a bright and 

breezy day in the Med, having sunlight and 

fresh air pour into the saloon is quite magical.

I defy anybody not to fi nd the streamlined 

shapes of hybrid boats like this 68 far more 

attractive than a conventional bulky fl ybridge 

boat. I reckon the concept works particularly 

well on a boat this size. Over 65ft even though 

the sleek fl ybridge is truncated, it can still be 

roomy enough to easily accommodate all the 

boat’s eight residents around the table, yet 

there’s still enough space for a brace of 

forward-facing seats and a sunbed. Unless 

you’re into mass sunbathing, why would you 

want any more? Foreshortening the fl ybridge 

also reduces weight and windage aloft, 

certainly enough to have an effect on handling 

and performance. And boy, does this boat 

handle well. 

There’s an interrelated aspect which can go 

completely unnoticed until you drive a boat 

like this in the sort of choppy conditions we 

experienced. In an effort to maximise internal 

accommodation, designers have been 

extending their saloons and pushing their 

windscreens ever further forward. As a result, 

today’s helmsmen tend to sit a lot closer to 

the bow. In calm conditions, that’s no big deal. 

But when bad weather strikes, helmsmen 

who are sitting another two or three metres 

further forward will experience much more 

up and down movement, and be sitting far 

closer to the impact zone on the boat’s hull. 

Consequently, they’re likely to feel that the 

ride is rougher.

FLYING COLOURS
Although this effect is more noticeable on 

small boats like RIBs, it’s still very evident on 

the 68. Even powering fl at out at 33 knots, 

directly into the teeth of a blustery 2-3ft 

swell, up on the fl ybridge the ride felt rather 

soothing. Only once in three hours, when I 

misread the waves, carving a tight turn over 

the wake of our Manhattan 55 photo boat, 

did I feel an unwelcome thump. Down below, 

though, sitting forward at the inside helm 

during our speed trials, the 68’s ride didn’t 

feel nearly as comfortable, even though the 

beam sea conditions were slightly calmer. 

Of course, when it’s rough outside, you 

might trade the ride quality for the warmth 

and protection of a heated cabin. Well, there’s 

good news here for dedicated fl ybridge pilots 

like myself, because even in the choppy and 

blustery conditions we experienced on test, 

the 68’s fl ybridge proved remarkably dry. 

Sunseeker has also engineered an innovative 

pop-up Perspex screen that slides out from a 

cassette at the front of the dash. Wind does 

creep around its edges, and it’s narrower than 

the dash, so it’s certainly not 100% effective, 

but its tall form does lessen the usual blast.

Despite the bitter cold January air streaming 

across the fl ybridge and forcing me to don 

gloves, I found myself grinning a lot. It started 

with a wry smile, the fi rst time I spun the wheel 

gently to port. Within seconds, I knew I was in 

charge of a 71ft (21.7m) cruiser that thinks it’s 

a 40ft sportsboat. Okay, I know you don’t 

actually need a 37-tonne cruiser to be so 

freakishly agile that it can carve high-speed 

circles that are just two boat lengths in size. But 

The 68 can also offer its fl ybridge 
helmsman a smoother than expected ride, 

a real bonus in heavy weather

There’s also a galley-up layout, 
with a compact galley to port, 

adjacent to the rear doors

Low screens alongside the 
helm seats, extra handrails 

wouldn’t go amiss here
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it’s such a joy to drive a boat this big which 

feels so alive and so completely connected with 

the water streaming under its deep-vee hull. As 

always, whatever size of boat, impressive agility 

can only help when it comes to threading 

around the worst that an angry sea throws up.

Fitted with the standard issue 1,270hp V8 

MTU diesels, our boat clocked 33 knots over a 

two-way run. That will probably keep most 

owners happy, but for those with a real need 

for speed, Sunseeker will install MTU’s mighty 

1,625hp V10s instead. And then connect them 

to Arneson’s effi cient surface drives. Sunseeker 

estimates 40 knots for this installation, 

although I think they may be erring on the side 

of caution to the tune of a knot or two. 

One thing to bear in mind with Arneson 

drives is that they are often at their most 

effi cient near the top end of the rev range – 

slowing down can actually increase fuel 

consumption in mpg terms. Some might 

consider that an issue, but with this boat I’d 

suggest not. The way the smaller 8V MTU’s 

interact with the conventional shaftdrive 68’s 

hull means that fuel consumption does not 

improve markedly as the speed drops, for 

instance only a 17% increase in mpg dropping 

from a fast 31-knot cruise to a very sedate 20 

– not much considering. So given its abilities, it 

seems likely that most 68 owners would opt to 

whizz along quickly come what may.

INTERIOR OPTIONS
It’s becoming ever harder to critique the 

accommodation inside glamorous cruisers 

such as this because the level of customisation 

is so high and one owner could spec a rather 

different boat to the next. There also seems 

little point banging on about seamanlike 

features such as fi ddles on shiny countertops, 

chart tables, handrails in big open areas like the 

saloon, and door handles designed for the 

human hand instead of a fashion contest, 

because there seems to be an almost universal 

abandonment of these salty-dog practicalities. 

Plus, what you see here is not necessarily what 

you can opt for. Even boatbuilders who either 

can’t or won’t customise their interiors as 

elaborately as Sunseeker does, now offer such a 

huge choice of fabrics and furnishings, along 

with multiple timbers and fi nishes, that owners 

are able to completely transform the look and 

feel inside their standard glassfi bre shells.

Beyond the varied style issues, though, the 

big decision 68 owners have to make is 

between the three or four-cabin layout. Our 68 

sported three-cabin accommodation, with the 

galley down below. Opt for four cabins and the 

galley ends up at the back of the saloon, on 

the port side opposite the main seating area, 

while the forward seating shrinks to around 

half its original size to accommodate the 

galley’s incursion. 

Judging by the generous amount of space 

devoted to the three roomy ensuite heads 

compartments compared with the size of 

either of the modest galleys, I’m assuming 

that Sunseeker is expecting its 68 owners to 

spend a lot of their time eating ashore rather 

than cooking gourmet extravaganzas on 

board every night.

CLEVER CABINS
Nowadays, spectacular owner’s suites are not 

hard to come by, of more note on the 68 are 

the workings of its VIP cabin. By dint of a 

cannily placed second door in the passageway 

through to the forward VIP cabin, the 

forward ensuite heads can be left open to the 

passageway so it can be used as a convenient 

day heads. Come bedtime, though, the VIP 

guests can fold their inner door fl ush with 

the bulkhead and close the second door at 

the head of the passageway. Hey presto, the 

corridor becomes part of the cabin and adds 

considerably to the feeling of space in the VIP.

Like many leading boatbuilders, Sunseeker 

long ago reached the stage where the standard 

of fi nish is so damn good that everything 

dazzles. There was just one surprise though. 

Apparently, long-term owners have been 

known to grumble about the leather sagging a 

bit on their sofas over time – an inevitability I 

would have thought. However, to counteract 

this, Sunseeker developed an internal spring 

system to keep the leather taught. I have to say, 

if the uncomfortably fi rm, overly high (20in), 

dinette seating in the saloon was anything to go 

by, I’d take soft sagging leather every time.

VERDICT
It’s easy to recognise the appeal of the 68, 

what’s diffi cult to understand is why there are 

still so few related boats for us to choose from. 

Sportscruiser/fl ybridge hybrids have so much 

to offer; better handling and performance than 

a bulkier fl ybridge boat, and far sleeker looks 

too, plus the sunroof (opening or otherwise) 

that can transform the feeling inside even the 

brightest saloon. The 68 can also offer its 

fl ybridge helmsman a smoother than expected 

ride, a real bonus in heavy weather. And all the 

68 asks in return is that its owners settle for a 

little less room on its foreshortened fl ybridge. 

As for immediate rivals, beyond the usual 

crop of conventional three or four-cabin 

Sunseeker long ago reached the stage where 
the standard of fi nish is so damn good that 

everything dazzles

Master ensuite has a 
substantial walk-in shower 
and an opening port

  



A CLOSER LOOK
WITH DAVE MARSH

Owner’s suite enjoys 6ft 5in 
(1.96m) headroom all the way 

round the king-size bed

Existing three cabins all 
remain the same size even 
on the four-cabin version

Modest galley leaves 
more room for the 

luxurious cabins

High-contrast timber interior 
is one of many options

WINDSCREEN

Pop-up Perspex 

windscreen is pulled 

out by hand. You can 

see the bathing 

platform through the 

flybridge hatch, 

which is very useful 

for stern-to mooring.

SPORTSBRIDGE

The sport flybridge 

may be smaller than 

a conventional fly 

but crucially it is still 

big enough for all the 

68’s guests to enjoy 

the view as the world 

slips by.

LOCKERS

Foredeck lockers 

eliminate repeated 

trips fore and aft 

carrying fenders. 

Gas struts on lids 

would prevent 

unexpected 

slam shuts.

ENGINEROOM

First-rate engine 

installation includes 

emergency shut-

down flaps on the air 

intakes, a galvanic 

isolator, and a fire 

extinguisher system 

that can shut down 

the engines, 

generators and fans. 

AZIMUT 72S

£poa

Impressive 39-knot ride, 

sporty handling, and 

innovative saloon layout 

plus opening sunroof - 

one of Azimut’s finest

BUY THE TEST 

mby.com/az72s

MOCHI 64

£poa

Classic 31-knot Mochi is 

beautifully built. Light 

floods the saloon, and 

three-cabin layout below 

is beautifully appointed.

BUY THE TEST 

mby.com/moc64

THE RIVALS
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LENGTH OVERALL 71ft 2in (21.69m)

BEAM 16ft 

9in (5.09m)

FUEL CAPACITY

770 imp gal (3,500 litres)

WATER CAPACITY

176 imp gal (800 litres)

DRAUGHT

5ft 2in (1.58m)

RCD CATEGORY

B (for 18 people)

DESIGNERS

Sunseeker & Ken Freivokh 

(interior)

DISPLACEMENT

35 tonnes (empty)

39 tonnes (full fuel & water)

THE DATA

Standard layout on the 68 has three 
cabins (all ensuite) but there’s a four-
cabin, galley-up layout too

The garage is large enough for a 
Williams tender, yet there’s still space 
for a twin-berth crew cabin aft

VIP cabin has two doors so the 
corridor to the heads can be left 
open in the day but shut off at night

 Fairleads have blunt 
edges but chafe-free 

rollers would be better

 
Teak-laid, hydraulic 
hi-lo bathing platform 

is standard issue

  The fl ybridge steps 
have a shallow incline, 

gentle enough to descend 
facing forwards

  



PERFORMANCE 

TEST ENGINES Twin MTU M94. 1,270hp @ 2,450rpm. 

V8-cylinder 17.9-litre diesels.

MBY FIGURES ECO    FAST  MAX
RPM 1,700 1,800 1,900 2,000 2,100 2,200 2,300 2,455
Speed 19.5 21.5 23.6 25.5 27.6 29.2 30.8 33.0
LPH 231 254 282 323 352 387 426 486
GPH 50.8 55.9 62.0 71.1 77.4 85.1 93.7 107
MPG 0.38 0.38 0.38 0.36 0.36 0.34 0.33 0.31
Range 236 237 234 221 220 211 202 190

SOUND LEVELS dB(A)
Helm 68 69 71 72 73 74 75 76
Cockpit 80 81 82 83 83 84 84 85
Saloon 67 68 70 71 72 73 74 75
Flybridge 70 71 73 74 75 76 77 78

Speed in knots. GPH & MPG figures use imperial gallons. Range in nautical miles and allows for 20% reserve. Calculated figures based on readings from on-board 
fuel gauges, your figures may vary considerably. All prices include UK VAT. 40% fuel, 55% water, 6 crew + safety stores no tender, 15°C air temp, choppy F3 for trials.

fl ybridge boats, at this moment in time the 

68 doesn’t have any. Just look at the two we 

were obliged to pick – the far larger Azimut 

72S and the smaller and wildly divergent 

Mochi Dolphin 64. However, by the time you 

read this, Princess will have launched its 

37-knot S72 at the Miami Boat Show. It may be 

bigger all round, but Princess’s keen prices are 

bound to bring it into direct competition with 

Sunseeker’s 68 Sport Yacht.

Beyond the charms that its unusual 

crossbreed form provides, what the 68 dishes 

up in abundance is fun for the driver. This boat 

is a real hoot to drive; remarkably agile, fast, 

composed, untroubled by challenging lumps 

of water – the aquatic equivalent of an SL55 

AMG Mercedes. Even in its conventional 

shaftdrive form, its 1,270 hp MTUs provide 

a solid 33 knots. Yet one simple tick on the 

extras list, and a rush of blood to the head, and 

you could be rocketing along at over 40 knots, 

courtesy of 1,625hp V10s and Arneson surface 

drives. If an opulent cruiser weighing 37 

tonnes were any more fun, it would probably 

have a health warning.   

Contact Sunseeker. 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7355 0980.

Web: www.sunseeker.com

THE HELM VIEW

THE COSTS & OPTIONS
Price from £1.94 million (twin 1,150hp)

Price as tested £2.06 million (twin 1,270hp)

Mediterranean package £59,318

Med package includes: hydraulic gangway, stern 

capstans, Miele washer/dryer, burglar alarm, 

liferaft, wine cooler, safe and more.

19kW gen + full air-con standard

Hi-lo bathing platform standard

Twin radar & chartplotter screens standard

55in TV & DVD & CD sound system standard

Teak cockpit & platform & flybridge standard

Autopilot & VHF & depth standard

         = Fitted on test boat

If any opulent cruiser weighing 37 
tonnes were any more fun to drive, it 

would probably have a health warning

 Excellent standard 
spec includes twin 

chartplotters, radar, 
autopilot and more

 Sunseeker 
developed its 

own boat monitoring 
& control system, 
and it’s excellent

 Standard issue 
bow and stern 

thrusters make for 
easy parking

 As with many 
of these type 

of craft the chunky 
mullions reduce 
the view out 

Europe’s top insurance provider 

No matter where you cruise, 

Pantaenius will be there to cover 

and support you with its worldwide 

network of experienced surveyors. 

Call us for a quote and fi nd out why 

we specialise in marine insurance. 

Tel +44 (0)1752 223656

Web www.pantaenius.co.uk

BOAT REPORT                                        
SPONSORS

 Sleek form hides 
surprisingly tall 

toerails, improving 
on-deck safety

BOAT REPORT
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Mad for 
Maddalena

Cyan bays and sparkling shores, the Maddalena 
archipelago, off the coast of Sardinia, is one  

of the Med’s best-kept secrets  
Text: Peter Cumberlidge Photos: Peter Cumberlidge & Alamy
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S
ardinia is the Mediterranean’s second largest 

island, high and craggy with much of its long 

coastline plunging quickly to oceanic depths. 

But just off Sardinia’s north-east edge are the 

beautiful shallow lagoons and channels of 

the Maddalena archipelago, part of the 

underwater coastal shelf linking Sardinia to 

Corsica. These red granite islands are quite 

small, some almost joined by submerged spits which gleam like 

Bahamas banks. The whole area is a national park, untouched by 

development and with a real sense of escape. 

A few delicate conservation sites are no-go for boaters, but there 

are miles of fabulous clear turquoise water to explore, with paradise 

inlets and bays shallow enough for easy 

anchoring and idyllic swimming. The 

main island – La Maddalena – has a 

picturesque harbour in Cala Gavetta 

and a laid-back town. 

Most non-Italian boats reach 

Maddalena from the north across the 

Bonifacio Strait, the spectacular six-mile 

gap between Corsica and Sardinia. UK 

boats working west through the Med 

generally follow the French 

coast as far as Nice or Menton 

before jumping across to 

Calvi, on Corsica’s north-west 

corner, and then hopping 

down the mountainous west 

coast to Bonifacio Harbour, a 

dramatic cleft in Corsica’s 

southern limestone cliffs. 

FROM BONIFACIO
Leaving Bonifacio on a calm 

morning, you experience one 

of the Mediterranean’s great 

cruising vistas. Ahead is the 

north tip of Sardinia, 

mysteriously enticing with its 

hills folding behind the coast 

in shaded layers. To port are 

the humpy silhouettes of the 

archipelago and a few smaller 

islands off Corsica. To 

starboard, Sardinia stretches 

Bonifacio Harbour 
entrance provides 
plenty of shelter

away in a march of cliffs and headlands towards the Gulf of Asinara. 

The view astern is equally stunning against a blue sea and sky – 

Bonifacio’s incredible wall of limestone, its citadel houses teetering 

on the edge and the sheer cliffs curving out towards Cape Pertusato.

Although this all looks magical in quiet weather, the strait is prone 

to west or north-westerlies which, curving around the bottom of 

Corsica, can accelerate through the narrows up to a stiff Force 5-6. 

It’s usually best to leave Bonifacio early, before the thermals get 

going, and cut quickly across the shortest distance to the Sardinian 

coast. The nearest harbour is strategically placed at Santa Teresa di 

Gallura, a delightful sheltered fjord only eight miles from Bonifacio.

Entering between rocky slopes of scrub and gorse, you 

follow the fairway up past a ferry quay on the west shore and 

a colourful clustered town above it. At the head of the ria is a 

sleepy marina in wooded surroundings. From this relaxing 

base it’s only seven miles east around the coast to Spargi, the 

fi rst of the Maddalena Islands.

ISOLA SPARGI
As you round Marmorata, Sardinia’s tapering north 

point, the archipelago seems to hover ahead like some 

mystical legend. Spargi is roughly circular, a gnarled 

rocky mound about a mile across, covered with fragrant 

scrub and criss-crossed with narrow twisting paths. There 

are tiny coves and inlets all round the island, but the best 

anchorages are on its south and east sides. 

From Marmorata, steer for the southern end of Spargi 

where a spar beacon stands half a mile offshore. Curving 

around this beacon, turn in towards Cala Corsara, a glorious 

horseshoe bay where you anchor outside some swimming 

buoys over dazzling white sand. Being close to the Sardinian 

coast, this is one of the most popular beaches in the 

archipelago. Tourist boats come out from Santa Teresa, Palau 

and Maddalena, so in July and August Corsara gets crowded. 

But the fi rst time I came here was in early 

spring, when Cala Corsara was empty and 

we landed at 

A colourful inlet 

on La Maddalena

Bonifacio Harbour is a good starting point

  



Isola Spargi has clear 
waters and dramatic 
rock formations

There are tiny coves all round the 
island, but the best anchorages are 

on its south and east sides

a jetty on its east side. There followed an energetic hike up through 

jungly maquis to a look-out at the island’s peak, a sudden clearing 

above the vegetation with crow’s nest views across the other islands.

There are more mouthwatering beaches and anchorages up the 

east side of Spargi, especially the southern part as far as Punta Rossa. 

Just north of Rossa, Cala Ferrigno is a rocky inlet with a strip of 

golden beach and landing pier in front of a prominent white house. 

It’s often less crowded and you should edge in close to the south shore.

THE NORTHERN ISLANDS
From Cala Corsara you can curve north through a mile-wide strait 

between Spargi and the rugged south-west hills of Maddalena. This 

straightforward pass leads into a glittering sound with 

islands all around. On its north side, Razzoli, Santa Maria 

and Budelli jut out from a common hub, appearing on the 

chart like a four-bladed prop with one blade missing. The 

hub is actually a wonderful blue lagoon of sandy shallows, 

heavenly for swimming and snorkelling. There’s a buoyed 

zone off the north-east corner of Budelli where anchoring is 

prohibited, but within the less critical conservation areas the 

northern islands have some idyllic spots where you can spend 

lazy days at anchor or on a park mooring.

ISOLA RAZZOLI
With its harsh granite profi le and sparse vegetation, Razzoli is 

the wildest looking Maddalena island and has a commanding 

position in the Bonifacio Strait. You can lie off its south-east 

side, just opposite Budelli, but it’s more interesting to head round to 

the indented west coast, where Cala Lunga is a funnelling ria whose 

inner gully has moorings and room to anchor.

Hemmed around by pink rock, Lunga is snug except in prolonged 

westerlies. Landing on the north shore, you can follow a parched 

track to the island’s old and new lighthouses on its north-west edge. 

The view here is truly majestic – the limestone cliffs of Corsica face the 

nose of Sardinia across one of the grandest shipping routes in the Med.

SANTA MARIA
Almost touching the east tip of Razzoli, Santa Maria is a lower, much 

greener island, softened by myrtle and juniper trees. There are a few 

holiday villas and an escapist’s hotel called La Casitta. The winding 

coast has several wide sandy bights whose shallow water has an 

almost unbelievable cyan clarity, like a South Seas dream. The fi nest 

anchorage is off the south shore in Cala Santa Maria, a lotus eating 

bay you’ll never want to leave. Keep close to either side when edging 

in because there are underwater reefs in the middle of the entrance. 

The bustling harbour 
at Cala Gavetta
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ISOLA BUDELLI
The south-west island of the northern hub, Budelli is quite a wild, 

uninhabited island which was bought last year by a New Zealand 

businessman. This started a conservation furore because Budelli is 

famous for a rare beach of pink sand on its south-east corner and the 

National Park was concerned for its future. The Italian Government 

has tried to buy back Budelli, but whatever the outcome the island will 

probably stay off limits for visitors. Access to the pink beach is 

forbidden, though you can anchor a little further north.

THE SOUTHERN ISLANDS
Maddalena, Caprera and Santo Stefano huddle together near the 

Sardinian coast. Maddalena and Caprera are both oddly shaped with 

plenty of coastal wiggles, so together they create an enchanting 

puzzle of sounds and calas where you can fi nd a lee from any wind 

direction. Between the two islands, protection is enhanced by a 

causeway road linking Caprera to the south-east tip of Maddalena. A 

low bridge in this embankment allows small boats to pass under.

Caprera has a holiday village, a sailing school and a dolphin 

research centre, but is otherwise uninhabited apart from a few 

nimble wild goats. For Italians it is well known as the fi nal retreat for 

the exiled General Garibaldi, who spent his last years in the villa Casa 

Bianca, still preserved as a memorial. Santo Stefano is a small, rather 

fl at, featureless island with just one reasonable anchorage in a narrow 

ria on its south side. However, it does serve as an effective natural 

breakwater for Maddalena Harbour.

ISOLA MADDALENA
Quite high and gaunt in the south-west, Maddalena is the largest 

island in the archipelago and the only one with a permanent 

population. Its rocky indented coastline has several fi ne anchorages, 

but Maddalena’s prime attraction is its charming harbour on the 

south shore at Cala Gavetta.

This bustling port is hectic in July and August, but a treat early in 

the season. Its quays are lined with motley pastel 

houses and the town straggles up behind the 

basin in a colourful jigsaw. You enter between 

two low breakwaters and the marina is just 

inside to port. The inner face of the east pier 

is used by tourist launches which manoeuvre 

with verve. Double-ended car ferries berth just outside the harbour 

and the approaches can be lively, but the action is all very good natured 

– just dive in and hold your nerve.

If you do snap up a berth, linger a few days to absorb the spirit of this 

pleasure-loving place and watch all the comings and goings. An old 

Genoese fort stands on the rocky hill behind the town and the modern 

military is also nearby, with an Italian naval base a mile east along the 

coast. Gazing out from the marina you see Santo Stefano across the 

sound, its moonscape slopes patched with maquis.

Exploring ashore In the cool of early morning, amble round to the 

tourist boat quay where the crews will be slowly coming to life. Then 

wander the narrow streets east of the harbour, working towards a piazza 

near the town church. Choose the busiest café for a real Italian coffee, 

the like of which you never fi nd in England. In the evenings, make for 

the amiable Ristorante La Terrazza, 15 minutes’ stroll east of the harbour 

in Via Villa Giori.

Marina del Ponte This relatively new marina on the south-east side of 

Maddalena is just south of the Caprera causeway. Although not so 

sheltered as Cala Gavetta, it’s a friendly place with grand open views 

and you can easily walk across the bridge to explore Caprera’s miles of 

restful wooded lanes.

Porto Massimo Tucked behind a rocky headland on Maddalena’s 

north-east tip, Porto Massimo is a comfy private marina in magnifi cent 

LOCAL PILOTAGE
The archipelago has plenty of rocky 

shoals but is well charted. The above-

water rocks are obvious and mostly 

steep-to, and in still weather the water 

is so clear you can see any lurking 

reefs in shallow bays and inlets.

Charts Admiralty 1213 covers the 

Bonifacio Strait and archipelago in 

useful detail. The large-scale 1212 

focuses on the channels around 

Maddalena and Caprera.

Best pilot book 

Rod Heikell’s 

Italian Waters 

Pilot (www.

imray.com) 

gives good 

coverage 

of the 

archipelago and 

the marine park 

boating zones.

Cala Spalmatore has 
three sandy beaches 
and sparkling sea

Explore the inland 

paths on Caprera

  



surroundings, part of the Hotel Cala Lunga holiday complex which 

has restaurants and bars to hand. From here you can explore the 

nearby Cala Spalmatore by dinghy.

Cala Spalmatore Just south of Porto Massimo, Cala Spalmatore has 

lovely clear water and three sandy beaches. Dusky Italian girls splash 

about in the shallows or lounge in sportsboats. There are plenty of 

park moorings and a dinghy landing pier. The head of the bay has a 

beach pizzeria and bar.

Cala Francese This popular daytime anchorage on Maddalena’s 

south-west edge is fantastic for snorkelling close inshore. There’s 

also an intriguing inlet on its north side where you can land with 

the dinghy near an old pier and climb up to the coast paths that 

look across the strait to Spargi and further north towards Budelli 

and Santa Maria.

ISOLA CAPRERA
The most easterly Maddalena island is high around its east edge with 

a much lower, fl atter west side softened by lush Mediterranean pines. 

This contrast of landscapes gives Caprera a special quality and it has 

some of the most striking anchorages in the archipelago.

Giuseppe Garibaldi, that redoubtable fi ghter for a unifi ed Italy, 

bought Caprera in 1855 and built a house on the slopes of Monte 

Teialone, looking across towards Corsica. He died in his peaceful 

Casa Bianca, now a much visited national memorial. You might start 

a Caprera cruise on the west coast at Porto Garibaldi.

Porto Garibaldi This grand sweeping bight north of the causeway 

has three craggy islets at its mouth. Enter just north of the inner 

hump before turning towards the beach. In quiet weather you can 

anchor off a holiday village of thatched chalets shaded by spreading 

NATIONAL PARK ZONES 
AND DUES
The Maddalena archipelago is a national 

park and marine reserve whose main 

office is near Cala Gavetta in Via Giulio 

Cesare. Boating is well catered for within 

conservation constraints and the park 

maintains visitor moorings in many bays 

and inlets. Visitors must buy a permit 

for anchoring or mooring, available from 

the park main office, some Sardinian 

marinas or in advance online at http://

autorizzazioni.lamaddalenapark.it 

(available in English, Italian and French).

There are charted zones for different 

levels of access, from permitted daytime 

anchoring up to a few special areas where 

navigation, anchoring, swimming or diving 

is prohibited. These zones are patrolled by 

wardens. No overnight anchoring is 

allowed in the archipelago from June 1 to 

September 30, but visiting boats with a 

permit and a holding tank can stay on any 

park mooring free of extra charge. For full 

information in English see www.parks.it/

parco.nazionale.arcip.maddalena/Eser.php

Porto Massimo 
is sheltered by a 
rocky headland

Porto Massimo has a 
relaxing holiday vibe
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Tucked behind a rocky headland on 
Maddelena’s north-east tip, Porto 
Massimo is a comfy private marina
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pines. The setting feels almost Caribbean, with expansive vistas 

befi tting Garibaldi’s last resting place. Energetic crew can land at the 

beach pier and hike up a long sandy trail to visit Casa Bianca.

Porto Palma This splendid gulf at the island’s south end is home to 

Italy’s largest sailing school, Centro Velico Caprera, whose base is on 

the north shore. While no anchoring is allowed here, there are plenty 

of park moorings. With sailing boats whizzing about in all directions, 

you can soak up the carefree atmosphere of seemingly endless 

summer holidays. Palma is enclosed by low hills of pine and maquis, 

and the entrance looks out towards the Sardinian coast and the long 

roadstead funnelling in towards Cannigione Harbour.

Isola Rossa Not quite an island, this wooded promontory is linked 

to Caprera by a narrow neck of sand. In quiet weather you can lie to a 

park buoy just north of this spit in Cala Portese. This is an unusual 

cove in the archipelago because it looks straight out to the open sea. 

After pottering around the islands, this prospect of wide horizons 

can make you feel restless to be off and away, and a direct track of 95 

miles from Portese would lead across the blue Tyrrhenian to the 

mountainous island of Giglio, off the Tuscany coast.

Cala Coticcio This remote double inlet on Caprera’s east coast is 

sensational for snorkelling. In high season Coticcio is popular with 

glitzy boats from the chic marina at Porto Cervo, half a dozen miles 

to the south-east. Its 

two neighbouring coves 

are on the south side of 

a rocky spur jutting well 

out from the main 

shoreline. The east cove 

has more room and 

shallower depths 

for anchoring and 

swimming, and the wild 

granite shores are magnifi cent.

BEST ‘MAINLAND’ BASES
In late May, early June or mid to late September you 

can make day trips around the archipelago from Cala 

Gavetta or one of the other small marinas on Maddalena. In high 

season though, think about booking a week’s berth at one of the 

marinas on the adjacent Sardinian coast, from where it’s easy to 

reach all the islands. Santa Teresa, Palau, Cannigione and Porto 

Cervo are all attractive, well placed bases. Although marinas are 

expensive hereabouts, these waters are so special that it’s worth 

creating a premium budget for the experience!  

LEAVING YOUR BOAT
Bonifacio is an attractive harbour 

to leave a boat near Maddalena. 

The harbour is 30 minutes’ drive 

from Figari Sud-Corse airport. 

Direct BA flights from Heathrow 

run on Sundays (May 18-Sept 28) 

and Flybe from Manchester (June 

22-Sept 21).

Isola Rossa is joined 
to Caprera by a 
narrow spit of sand

Exotic waters await 
in the coves of 
Isola Caprera
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The setting feels almost Caribbean, with 
expansive vistas and thatched chalets 

shaded by pines

SARDINIA’S BEST-KEPT SECRETS

48 APRIL2014

Giuseppe 
Garibaldi

The indented shoreline 

creates mouthwatering 

lagoons and inlets
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 R
unning  costs are often 

at the forefront of boat 

owners’ minds and 

never more so than 

with a charter boat. 

Our 23m semi-

displacement yacht, 

Rum Jungle, works full-time as a charter 

vessel. She has a passenger licence for 

40 guests and much of our work is 

hosting corporate days at events such 

as Cowes Week, the America’s Cup and 

Chelsea Flower Show. However, 

because she has accommodation for 

ten guests in five cabins, we also do a 

number of private cruises each year to 

Scotland, Brittany, Sweden and Paris. 

Unfortunately, the ever increasing 

cost of fuel was beginning to make 

these longer cruises unviable. Even at 

duty-free prices we were spending 

around £20,000 per year in diesel so 

we knew we needed to find a cheaper 

solution. This all came to a head 

towards the end of 2012 when we 

received several enquiries for charters 

in the western Mediterranean. We 

wanted to accept the business but to 

do so we needed to seriously reduce 

our fuel usage and running costs. 

SPIRALLING FUEL BILLS

Rum Jungle is powered by twin Detroit 

V12 diesel engines generating 670hp 

each and driving counter-rotating 

shafts through Twin Disc gearboxes. 

She has a top speed of 23 knots and 

cruises between 12-15 knots. 

Delivering the boat to the charter 

destination usually accounts for the 

biggest part of our fuel costs and with 

charter customers now eager to book 

weeks further afield in Malta, St Tropez 

and Naples, this was going to make an 

even bigger dent in the figures. 

In the early days of our operation, 

fuel was 18p a litre (for ease of 

comparison duty-free prices are used 

throughout this article). Now with 

prices above 70p, the Mediterranean 

charter, which would add up to around  

6,000 miles in total, was going to break 

the bank unless significant fuel savings 

could be found. 

Previously we’d run delivery trips at 

about 1,600rpm which, depending on 

hull condition and loading, gave us a 

speed of 12-13 knots. That’s convenient 

for eating up the miles but not so good 

on the purse strings. At this speed Rum 

Jungle burns around 10 litres per mile 

giving a safe range of around 1,000 

Twin 670hp Detroit 
diesels are trusty 
workhorses but the 
fuel bills soon add up

Actually, this reader slashed his running costs by 
a whopping 60% – and you could do the same
Text: Hugh Agnew Photos: Hugh Agnew & Lester McCarthy  

“We halved our fuel bill”
OWNER UPGRADES

  



Smaller numbers 
of guests can also 
stay on board for 

longer charters

The boat is coded for 
up to 40 guests during 
daytime events

Proper bath tubs 
in the VIP ensuites

Rum Jungle’s saloon is 
perfect for charters but the 
fuel bills were making long 
trips uneconomical

The fuel inlet and return 
pipes were diverted into 

this remote tank for 
precise measurements 

miles from her 11,000-litre tanks. This 

increases slightly as the fuel load 

lightens (full tanks add around 10 

tonnes to her 35-tonne displacement). 

So what was to be done? The clue lay 

in the fact that due to the occasional 

breakdown, we had previously had to 

run a few delivery trips on one engine. 

The boat did not run that much slower 

on one engine and we knew that if we 

found a mechanically sound way to run 

on one engine rather than two, it could 

significantly reduce our fuel bills. 

SINGLE-ENGINE SOLUTION?

Our starting point was to work out the 

total cost of every 1,000nm covered 

with both engines running at 1,600rpm 

(see table overleaf). The total cost 

came to £8.00 per mile excluding VAT 

and labour, which we do ourselves. 

Clearly this would be much higher if 

duty-paid fuel was used and the 

servicing was carried out by a yard.

There are issues that arise from 

single-engine operation though – we 

would need to ensure the autopilot and 

steering would work on both engines 

independently, and that the idle engine/

gearbox wouldn’t suffer when not in 

use. The last thing we wanted was one 

engine with more wear than the other. 

First we needed to work out what sea 

conditions could be managed on a 

single engine with both manual steering 

and autopilot. In our case the autopilot 

(B&G driving through Hypro Marine 

hydraulics) coped remarkably well up 

to Force 5 with moderate waves and 

swell. However, the power steering was 

driven by a hydraulic pump on the port 

engine so we would need to change the 

set-up so that the assisted steering 

could happily run off either engine. We 

don’t have hydraulic stabilisers on Rum 

Jungle but the same would apply to 

boats which do have them fitted.

The second big mechanical issue 

was gearboxes and what to do with the 

non-driven propeller and shaft. If these 

were left to spin freely in the flow of 

water past the boat, it could eventually 

damage the gearbox and engine. We 

spoke to MIT Group in Kent (Twin Disc’s 

suppliers), who advised that provided 

the ‘idle’ engine was run for a few 

minutes every four hours this would 

pump sufficient oil around the gearbox 

to prevent damage. If this were not 

possible, then locking the shaft, fitting 

a feathering prop or taking it off entirely 

would be the alternatives.

We decided that the only way to 

find out for certain which solution 

would suit us best was to run a series 

of experiments. Locking the shaft, at 

least for the purpose of our sea trials, 

was achieved by using a short 

Dyneema strop linking a coupling bolt 

to an engine mount. The torque 

produced by our four-bladed 30in 

diameter prop was not that much – the 

tension in the strop came to less than 

a few hundred kilograms. We also 

got a quote for a feathering propeller 

from Maxprop, but at £15,000 each and 

because they would be less efficient 

when driving than conventional props, 

this was quickly ruled out.
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The time had come for some hard 

consumption numbers to be collected. 

We do not have fuel flow meters on 

Rum Jungle and the cost to fit, just for 

this test, was prohibitive. Plus there are 

a number of issues with using fuel flow 

meters for diesel engines, especially at 

low revs; the fuel inlet must be 

monitored as must the fuel return, 

which can be as much as 90%. The 

returned fuel is also significantly 

warmer and contains air, meaning it 

should be run through a settling device 

to achieve a truly accurate figure. 

We already had a manifold and 

transfer pump system that allows us to 

gravity-feed diesel from a 100-litre tank 

both for engine priming and for general 

diesel take off for filling containers. So 

for our tests we disconnected the fuel 

inlet and return and dropped them both 

into a straight-sided polycarbonate 

semi-translucent container. The 

container held 25 litres which was just 

enough for the fastest two-mile test 

runs. This eliminated all the issues to do 

with returned fuel, air and temperature. 

A mark was made on the container at 

the start of the test run and again at the 

end; the height of fuel used measured 

and converted to litres. 

If you are lucky enough to have a 

boat fitted with more modern diesel 

engines then there’s a good chance the 

ECU will already have a reliable net 

fuel-flow meter, in which case the 

testing process will be much easier.

ONE-ENGINE SEA TRIALS

We conducted our tests over three days 

in flat calm conditions near Lymington. 

The Berthon race mark in the Solent 

was used as the datum for our one-mile 

run in each direction. This enabled us to 

estimate the tide and compensate for 

the effective water distance covered. 

Each run was started as the steering 

position was abeam of the mark 

followed by a 180° turn as one mile 

clicked over on the chartplotter. The 

distance and effect of the turn was not 

estimated as this was the same on all 

runs, although the turn direction varied 

according to the engine being used to 

make this as quick as possible.  

We repeated the tests at 100rpm 

intervals for all three single-engine 

configurations (propeller locked, free-

spinning and ‘removed’) as well as for 

both engines and built up a graph 

showing the fuel consumption in litres 

per mile (see below). 

Because removing the propeller 

would have been prohibitively time-

consuming, we simulated it by 

calculating the revs required to produce 

neither thrust nor drag at any given 

speed and drove the ‘lazy’ engine at 

Big props 
cause a lot of 
drag if locked

Engine needs to be 
run every four hours to 
lubricate the gearbox 
when ‘freewheeling’

Rum Jungle in her home waters near 
the Needles but longer charter trips to 
the Med, Scotland, the Baltic and the 
Black Sea are now on the agenda

the port or starboard 200A engine 

alternators, so this was not an issue for 

us. However, this may be an area that 

needs addressing on more modern 

craft with automated systems. 

Our engine alarms, on the other 

hand, were never designed with 

one-engine operation in mind and are 

being updated with an electronic device  

Our running costs reduced by 60%. We are 
kicking ourselves we didn’t do it sooner but at 
least we can now cruise further for much less

these revs from the main tank. There 

was some debate as to whether a 

locked or free-running propeller would 

produce less drag but it soon became 

clear from the graphs that fixed does 

indeed cause more drag. After careful 

analysis our new economical mode of 

operation is to run Rum Jungle at 1,100-

1,200rpm on one engine at a time, 

which gives us a speed of 8 knots. 

This is a slightly arbitrary choice, but 

it seems a good compromise between 

speed, economy and ability to steer. 

We use the lower end of the range when 

lightly loaded in flat water and the 

higher end when the yacht is heavy or 

in rougher water. Instead of running the 

idle engine every four hours to lubricate 

the gearbox, we switch engines every 

two hours. This ensures each engine 

gets the same amount of use but cuts 

the total number of engine hours and 

extends the service intervals. Engine 

bay checks are run every hour with a 

fuller check on each engine changeover. 

Following the tests, the only 

significant modification was to add a 

belt-driven hydraulic pump to the 

engine that did not originally drive the 

steering hydraulics together with the 

parts to allow both to run in parallel. 

This was designed and supplied by 

Hypro Marine in Lymington, which 

fortuitously was also responsible for the 

original installation. These parts plus 

hydraulic hoses cost around £2,000. 

We were lucky enough to have a manual 

alternator switch fitted, which allows 

energisation of the field coil on either 

2 x ENGINES RUNNING AT 1,600RPM/12 KNOTS FOR 1,000NM

Item Amount used Unit cost Total Cost per mile

Fuel 10,000 litres £0.75 £7,500 £7.50

Lube oil 30 litres £3 £100 £0.10

Routine service 0.6 £750 £400 £0.40

TOTAL £8,000 £8.00

1 x ENGINE RUNNING AT 1,200RPM/8 KNOTS FOR 1,000NM

Item Amount used Unit cost Total Cost per mile

Fuel 4,000 litres £0.75 £3,000 £3.00

Lube oil 10 litres £3 £30 £0.03

Routine service 0.4 £750 £300 £0.30

TOTAL £3,330 £3.33

6 10 12 16   RPM

10

8

6

4

LITRES/NM

  



Running on one engine 
at a time has slashed the 

running costs from £8.00 
per mile to just £3.33

that can sense which engine is running 

by monitoring the tachometer. The 

parts for this cost less than £200 and 

as with all the other work here we did 

most of the labour ourselves.

FUEL COSTS HALVED

How did it all work in practice? Overall 

better than we could have imagined. We 

took the Med charter, cruising 6,000 

miles and of these 5,400 were in the 

new ‘economy’ mode described. Across 

the whole trip, including periods of 

moderately rough weather, the average 

fuel consumption was 4 litres per mile. 

That works out at £3.33 per mile – less 

than half the £8.00 per mile it was 

costing us previously. When we 

returned, we sent one of our gearboxes 

for a full service to MIT to see if there 

were any issues arising from 

‘freewheeling’ it for some 3,000 miles. 

The answer was none, so we are now 

doubly confident that we can plan 

longer trips, while halving our fuel bills. 

Even the autopilot coped fine unless 

the sea conditions were really bad.

Other benefits became clear too; the 

engineroom is quieter and cooler, which 

is better for the crew as well as the 

other engineroom systems. As one 

engine is always off, oil levels can also 

be checked regularly. With two engines 

running we need to stop once a day and 

let the oil settle to avoid overfilling.

The increase in range, from 1,000nm 

to over 2,500nm, saves further time (at 

least half a day for refuelling) but more 

importantly makes it much easier to 

find places where we can buy cheap, 

duty-free fuel. On the Med trip, we left 

Falmouth with full tanks, topped up in 

Gibraltar, filled in Malta and topped up 

again in Gibraltar on the way back, 

arriving in the UK with enough left over 

to complete our summer charter 

season over here.

The one disadvantage is the 50% 

increase in transit time so there have 

been some marginal extra crew costs. 

However, as we use the extra time on 

delivery to carry out maintenance and 

ship husbandry it’s not a problem. 

The whole exercise has been very 

rewarding, resulting in a 60% saving in 

the cost of passagemaking. We are now 

kicking ourselves for not doing the work 

earlier but we can at least look forward 

to longer trips in future. Our plan is to 

now head for the Black Sea via the 

Rhine and Danube later this year.  

Further details can be found at 

www.rumjungle.co.uk and the authors 

would be happy to talk to other owners 

interested in their trials. 
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OPERATION
CODE-X

Watch out Bond – if your next villain is in this 
methanol-powered cat, you don’t stand a chance

Text: Gérald Guétat  Photos: Henri Thibault

  



 O
peration Code-X has all the makings of a 

James Bond fi lm; not only does it look and 

sound like the kind of craft 007 would 

drive, but the cast of characters include a 

piano-playing Swiss scientist, a mysterious 

team of German-speaking engineers and an 

Italian powerboat racer with a magician’s 

touch for making boats go faster. Even the 

plotline stays true to form as our hero attempts to unlock the secrets 

of a new energy source that may one day save the world from the 

stranglehold of ever-diminishing oil supplies. But what, you may ask, 

does all this have to do with the outrageous looking powerboat you 

can see hurtling across the water in these photographs?

To understand that, fi rst you need to know a little about the man 

behind it, a talented Swiss scientist called Dr Grauer. After cutting 

short a promising career as a concert pianist because he thought he 

would never surpass his mentor, the Ukrainian virtuoso Vladimir 

Horowitz, he launched himself into the world of renewable energy. 

The Silicone Fire Company he founded grew rapidly on the success 

of its solar panels before switching tack to another renewable fuel 

source, methanol. 

An ambitious new project was born to generate methanol from 

industrial waste and to demonstrate its potential, Dr Grauer decided 

to commission a methanol-powered boat. The easy option would 

have been to buy a nice looking 

production craft such as a Riva or 

Hunton and adapt the stock petrol 

engines to run on methanol, but Dr 

Grauer had other ideas. He called on 

Swiss motorsports specialist Suter 

Racing to design him a unique 

methanol-powered concept boat. 

Amidst tight security its best 

draftsmen sketched out the lines of a 

cutting-edge power catamaran 

known as Code-X. But even they had 

qualms about putting it into practice 

Ilmor V10 engines 
have been adapted 
to run on methanol
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without the guiding hand of an experienced naval architect. With 

his secret dossier under his arm, Dr Grauer took a trip to Italy to 

show these early sketches to powerboating legend Fabio Buzzi.

Buzzi’s company, FB Design, is used to working on classifi ed 

projects thanks to contracts with the military, so Buzzi leapt at the 

chance to turn this fl ight of fancy into a fl oating reality. His fi rst 

step was to defi ne the dimensions for the craft, settling on a length 

of 47ft 7in with a beam of 14ft 9in. This would ensure there was 

enough space to fi t a small cabin, heads and shower compartment 

into the two hulls. More importantly, it meant there was enough 

room to house his chosen powerplants, a pair of Illmore V10 marine 

engines. Based on the 8.2-litre aluminium blocks from the Dodge 

Viper supercar, they deliver 1,420hp when run on 

a mixture of petrol and methanol. Linked to ZF 

Trimax surface drives they should be capable of 

powering the slender stepped hulls up to 70 

knots. The fi nal piece of trickery would be an 

adjustable aero-wing to increase pressure between the two hulls and 

generate extra lift to reduce the wetted surface.

In addition to these fi re-breathing monsters the boat would have a 

hybrid electric propulsion system for manoeuvring silently in and 

out of marinas with zero emissions. A compact battery bank charged 

by an array of solar panels on the foredeck would take care of that.

Several months on and I am sitting in the navigator’s seat of the 

fi nished Code-X. In the fl esh it looks even more outrageous than 

those early sketches suggested. It’s all hard angles and fl at surfaces 

with a steely gun-metal fi nish and smoked glass canopy adding an 

air of menace to its futuristic styling. If it weren’t for the super sleek 

proportions and bright red cockpit upholstery, you’d swear it was 

a prototype for a special forces stealth boat. 

Red leather aside, the cockpit is surprisingly 

functional with a simple black instrument panel 

and the usual electronic nav gear. The real focus of 

attention is the three-spoke leather steering wheel 

A milling machine 
starts to carve out 
the fi nished shape

Fabio Buzzi turned 
the sketches into 
a viable concept

The fi nished boat 
with its distinctive 
twin-stepped hulls

A smoked glass 
canopy lifts on struts 
to reveal the cockpit

Part boat, part stealth fi ghter 
– the Code-X feels like it’s 

fl ying across the water

THE DATA
SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH 47ft 7in (14.4m)

BEAM 14ft 9in (4.5m)

ENGINES 2 x Illmor 

V10 710hp @ 6,300rpm

MAX SPEED 70-knots plus

PRICE n/a

  



and the aluminium racing throttles sprouting from the starboard 

armrest. The hip-hugging helm seats are a Buzzi design, honed from 

years of racing and mounted on electro-hydraulic shock absorbers. 

My pilot for the day is none other than Fabio Buzzi himself, who’s 

just as keen as I am to explore the potential of this craft but rather 

more likely to ensure it returns in one piece. A brief stab of the 

starter buttons and the twin V10 lumps erupt into life before settling 

back to a distinctive off-beat idle. Even at low revs, it’s clear that 

sound deadening wasn’t high up the list of priorities when designing 

the boat. But for the moment, I’m happy to leave the headphones to 

one side and enjoy the full fury of those 8.2-litre beasts.

Fabio nudges the throttle levers forward and the drives respond 

with a reassuring thunk. The hull has been designed to plane early 

but the Trimax drives also benefi t from a two-speed gearbox to help 

the props spin rapidly up to speed. In the lower of the two ratios the 

enormous torque of the two V10 powerplants catapults the Code-X on 

to the plane before you can catch your next breath. Once up and 

running a press of the button electronically engages the higher ratio, 

like an old-fashioned overdrive switch, adding another burst of speed. 

At 35 knots the ride feels smooth and long-legged, the slender 

hulls slicing through the short chop whipped up by the breeze rolling 

down off the mountains. The seats and hull are working in perfect 

harmony, absorbing any ripples that make their way through the fi rst 

line of defence. Now Fabio starts to push the throttles forward with 

real intent and the scenery scrolling past the side windows dissolves 

into a blur. The GPS readout is leaping 2 or 3 knots at a time as it 

struggles to keep pace with the fast accelerating boat. Fifty knots 

comes and goes and still there is no sign of let up in the G-forces 

pressing me back into my seat. The noise of the engines is 

all-consuming and what little sense of connection with the water we 

had has been all but lost as we skim across the surface of the lake, 

with just the rearmost sections of the hulls and those knife-like props 

still in contact with the water. 

With the speed readout hovering around 60 knots on a mirror 

calm section of the lake, I can sense a slight porpoising of the bows as 

they rise and fall in unison, but Fabio is already gently feeding in 

some steering lock to demonstrate how well it turns. Like a speed-

skater’s blades carving an arc in the ice, the sharp-edged hulls grip 

doggedly to the water, fi ring us through the turn fl at and hard. 

Thankfully those seats take most of the strain as I’m pushed against 

the sidebolsters. It may appear effortless but behind the scenes, 

sophisticated electronics are busily adjusting the aerofoil and trim 

tabs to maintain stability. 

For a one-off concept boat hand-built on a ply frame using a 

GRP and balsa wood sandwich impregnated with two different 

resins, it feels remarkably well sorted. It may only have been intended 

as an attention-grabbing test bed for Silicon Fire’s new methanol 

division but, unlike the fanciful concept cars which get rolled out 

at motor shows but are incapable of turning a wheel in anger, the 

Code-X is a fully functioning prototype with a bite to match its 

bark. Doubtless Daniel Craig will be contractually bound to drive 

a new Sunseeker in any forthcoming Bond 

movie but I can think of no better boat for 

his next villain to drive, and judging from 

my experience of the Code-X, I wouldn’t 

bet on 007 getting the upper hand this 

time around.  

THE FUEL

SILICON FIRE METHANOL – 
THE FUEL OF THE FUTURE?
The potential of methanol as a cleaner 

alternative to petrol or diesel has long 

been recognised. It’s a natural 

by-product of alcohol distillation and 

burns cleanly with a higher octane 

rating than petrol (105 rather than 95 

for regular unleaded). It’s also a liquid 

rather than a gas, making it easier to 

store and transport. However, it has a 

lower calorific value than petrol, 

meaning you need more fuel to store 

the same amount of energy. 

Until now producing methanol in 

industrial quantities has only been 

viable by extracting it from a carbon-

based fossil gas such as LPG, 

detracting from its eco-friendly 

credentials. However, Silicon Fire has 

developed a new means of 

synthesising methanol from renewably 

produced hydrogen (using solar or 

hydroelectric energy to extract it from 

water) and carbon dioxide waste gas. 

The two gases are passed over a 

silicon-based catalyst under pressure 

at 265ºC to create renewably sourced 

methanol. Silicon Fire ultimately 

envisages a large network of mobile 

methanol stations producing up to 

1,000 litres of fuel per day. 

At 35 knots the ride feels smooth 
and long-legged, the slender hulls 

slicing through the short chop

Fabio ramps up the 
power of the twin 
8.2-litre engines
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At the scene of Renoir’s 
Luncheon of the Boating Party, 
overlooking the Trader 42  



 T
here can’t be many destinations you can cruise to 

from England’s South Coast that are as glamorous 

as the French capital. Our plan was to cruise across 

the Channel, down the locks of the Seine to Paris 

and then leave the boat there over the winter as a 

chic pied à terre for weekends. There are many 

attractions to an inland cruise, particularly early or 

late season, as you are not confned by the whims of the weather. It is 

also a great way to share your boating passion with friends and family 

who are less keen on being on the open sea.

Unlike the River Thames, which gradually tightens around you 

when you enter from seaward, we simply turn to port after a smooth 

Channel crossing and are immediately in the river. Picking up the 

narrow channel with Le Havre port to your left, the water is only 5km 

wide and the suspension bridge at Tancarville lies 9km ahead, framing 

the view. We turn to starboard and into the lock to Honfeur. The town 

inside is bustling and has the salty vibes of a true maritime port – like 

a French Padstow on an August weekend. Cafés line the picturesque 

inner harbour and there’s good cooking and a lively atmosphere to be 

found at L’Homme de Bois, just off the waterfront. 

At dinner, discussion turns to our route. Though closeted from bad 

weather, river life certainly poses some challenges of its own. A 

constant watch is needed because of the river’s winding course and 

commercial traffc. A whole new set of rules of the road, known as 

CEVNI, govern your passage and you need to take an online test. On 

tight sections, the direction of travel will switch sides to give barges 

easier corners to navigate. Furthermore, barges carry blue boards, 

which they can deploy to tell you to pass them on the wrong side as 

FRENCH  
CONNECTION

A cruise down the Seine proves to be a challenging but rewarding way to  

reach one of the most beautiful cities in the world
Text and photos: Toby Chappell

PARIS BY TRADER
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AUTHOR
Toby Chappell is CEO of Trader 

Motor Yachts and jumped at the 

chance to accompany new 

owners Karen and Richard on 

the first leg of their trip to the 

Med through France on their 

new Trader 42 Signature.

While the river might 
not deliver the thrills of 
the sea, the Seine boasts 
stunning landscapes, 
beautiful riverside towns 
and lock challenges

Honfl eur’s 
picturesque Vieux 

Bassin has the 
feel of a proper 

maritime port

The 12th Century 
cathedral of 
Notre Dame in 
Mantes la Jolie

Tied up at the 
abandoned Halte 

Plaisance at 
Bennecourt

Passing through 
the sightlines of 

the Château de la 
Roche-Guyon

they steam towards you. Strangely, on the Seine, the Left Bank/Right 

Bank convention from the centre of Paris is adopted, rather than north 

and south. If you’re making for the sea this might make perfect sense, 

but heading up river, the left bank is on your right and vice versa.

An assortment of books and guides exist but we came across 

plenty of inconsistencies. We found the French Fluviacarte books 

some of the best, with detailed comprehensive charts of about 8km 

of river per page. Helpfully, the distances are shown in kilometres, 

the real way to know where you are on the river. We set our GPS trip 

at Honfl eur and calculate that Paris’s Bassin de l’Arsenal will be on 

our port side when we hit 355km. 

On the fi rst leg, the sea tide and river current mean 

that the water rises for only three to four hours, while it 

falls for between nine and ten. We want to maximise the 

push on the incoming tide, however navigation in the dark 

is prohibited and there really isn’t anywhere to moor up before 

Rouen, some 108km away. 

ROAD TO ROUEN
We leave at low water so we will get the big surge towards the end 

of the leg and to begin with the 20-knot speed limit that covers 

the fi rst 100km seems a fantasy. The other frustration is just how 

twisty this section of the river is; it’s 60km as the crow fl ies, nearly 

double that by river. By the time we are past the small town of 

Sahurs, 10km outside of Rouen, we are surfi ng the incoming tide 

and passing grand 19th Century houses which soon give way to 

the industrial silo and plant of the port of Rouen. It is a Sunday, 

so there is little activity among the massive gantries. Pretty quickly 

Pretty houses line the banks, their gardens 
running right down to the water’s edge and 

even the foliage is softer and more welcoming 

  



STAYING SEINE
Honfleur +33 (0)231 988 
713. Costs ¤35, tied up to 
outer harbour wall.
Rouen Halte Nautic +33 (0)
235 073 394. On Île Lacroux, 
Bras Pre du Loup. Costs ¤22 
inc water and electricity. 
Bennecourt Free to berth, 
but no facilities. 
Halte Fluvial de Reuil 
+33 (0)147 323 575. Free to 
berth. 
Bassin de l’Arsenal, Paris 

+33 (0)143 413 932. 
Costs from ¤10 inc water 
and electricity.
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though, the port gives way to the city; fi rst the amazing Pont Gustav 
Faubert, which opens by lifting its central section straight up, 
then the distinctive cathedral spire which dominates the skyline. 

The Porte de Plaisance de Rouen is located on the Île Lacroix 
just across from the city centre. The river is still fl ooding when we 
arrive though, so there is little time to admire the view until we are 
very secure on our pontoon in the fast-fl owing water. It’s a good 
spot, secure and with a friendly harbourmaster. The city centre is 
beautiful, and a statue of Claude Monet signals that we are sailing 
through the heartland of impressionism. For dinner, we chance 
upon the remarkable La Couronne restaurant, where large portraits 
declare that everyone short of the Dalai Lama has been a guest. 

It’s a quiet and grey start the following day and we share the river 
with the occasional barge. St Aubin lès Elbeuf looks like it would 

Tying up in the lock 
entails looping two spring 

lines around bollards set 
in the lock walls

Bustling restaurants line 
the quays of Honfl eur’s 

Vieux Bassin

make for a pleasant stop and has a tidal harbour accessible two hours 
either side of high water, but we press on to face our fi rst big 
challenge. The system of seven massive locks, the fi rst at Poses, but 
called Amfreville, is about 40 kilometres from Rouen. The locks were 
built in the 19th Century to allow for craft up to 38.5m, with beams 
up to 5.05m and a draught of 2.5m, and can take several barges at a 
time. Our boat has never felt smaller as we nose forward. Our plan is 
to fender using a board that protects the boat, and also the fenders, 
from the slimy lock sides. Bollards are set in rows into the walls, 
about 6ft above each other, and we loop lines over them as we rise. 
The lines are moved one at a time to the next bollard and in no time 
we’ve shot up about 34ft and out of the concrete cavern. 

LOCKED OUT OF HEAVEN
The difference is immediate, and quite startling. Pretty houses 
line the left bank, their gardens running right down to the water’s 
edge and the river is bustling with small craft. Even the vegetation 
looks softer and more welcoming and riverside hamlets have long 
quays where you can tie up. At Les Andelys, a startling castle built by 
Richard the Lionheart in 1196 to protect Rouen, overlooks a bend in 
the river. We press on though to our next lock at Notre Dame de la 
Garenne. Our technique is improving but this lock has doors that 
lift up and drop, guillotine style, which are rather scary.

On the non-tidal river, the current runs downstream at around 2 
knots, so progress is slower than heading for the sea. We try to keep 
up to around 10km per hour and at this leisurely pace 
steering is on autopilot. Confusion between our various 
guide books suggests there may or may not be a harbour 
tucked behind an island in Bennecourt 20km from the 
lock. In a way, they were both right – there is a pontoon, 
but it’s abandoned. Vernon, a few kilometres down river, 
would have been a much better berthing spot but with 
night drawing in we make do with our dilapidated lot. 

We slip our lines at dawn; the early morning sun is 
spectacular over the becalmed waters and we watch the 
mist lift off the rolling hillsides. Our fi rst lock of the day 
goes perfectly, but tying up to an aluminium barge landing 
stage is a big mistake – lots of fendering is required as the 
structure is very hard and very sharp. 

There are no croissants to be had in Rolleboise, our fi rst 
breakfast stop, so we cruise towards pretty Mantes la Jolie, 
which has a long quayside with a proper edge to fender 
against and, more importantly, several delicious bakeries. 
Further on we see the Darse Daniel Dreyfous Ducas, a port 
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Cruising under the Pont 
Alexandre III and through 

the centre of Paris

The sights came thick and 
fast – Notre Dame stood 

proud on Île de la Cité

Pièce de résistance! 
Sailing past the 
Eiffel Tower under 
your own steam

for barges and huge warehouses, and at Les Mureaux, a Renault car 
factory and European Space Agency warehouse, both of which still 
load their products on to barges for transportation today. 

Confl ans Ste Honorine stands on the Seine and the Oise and has 
long been a capital of waterways transport with hundreds of barge 
moorings along its quays. One of our guide books rather sniffi ly 
suggests it would be a bit rowdy for a night stop, but I think it looks 
fun. Sadly, our timings don’t work and we are unable to stop.  

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
We chance upon an unused ferry dock at Herblay and decide it’s 
an idyllic lunch spot so set about devouring some gooey French 
cheeses and light red wine. The river here is delightful, with trees 
lining both banks and white stately houses breaking cover between 
the foliage. Next up is the Bougival-Chatou system, 
where linked islands in the river mean there are two 
routes. We take the Bas de Marly on the promise 
of being able to moor at the so-called Halte de 
Plaisance de Bougival. Again, our books don’t agree, 
but this time there really is nothing for us to moor to.

Thankfully, a little further on, we fi nd a perfect 
overnight stop at the Halte Fluvial de Rueil 
Malmaison. Opposite is the Île des Impressionistes 
and the Maison Fournaise. Here, Renoir painted his 
famous Luncheon of the Boating Party in 1881, 
depicting his friends enjoying a meal by the river. The 
house is now a museum and restaurant, so we do the 
same, admiring a view that now includes our boat.

EIFFEL TOUR
It is morning rush hour in the suburbs of Paris as we 
make our way towards the city and traffi c clogs each 
road bridge but the river remains blissfully calm. Our 
fi nal lock is at Suresnes, just 17km from the middle 
of Paris and adjacent to the Longchamp Racecourse 
and the Bois de Boulogne, then the unmistakable 
Paris skyline looms in front of us. We could have taken 
the Canal St Denis to cut out the big bend and the city centre, but the 
many locks mean it doesn’t save time, and anyway who would want to 
miss out on this bit? 

Suddenly the Eiffel Tower is on our right, the barges are replaced 
by the famous Bateaux Mouches and the sights come up thick and 
fast. The Pont Alexandre III with its gold statues is perhaps the most 
impressive and then we see the famous Musée d’Orsay on the left 
bank (which is our right) and the incredible Louvre palace opposite. 
The quaysides are low to the water along the banks and around the 
Île de la Cité and because there is no tide, the feel is completely 
different to the Thames. We get a great view of the west end of Notre 
Dame cathedral and its fl ying buttresses and then in no time we are 
at the narrow lock at the entrance of the Bassin de l’Arsenal on the 
Right Bank. The Arsenal Marina has excellent facilities for yachts 
(although berths for larger craft might be rafted up), and the lively 

Place de Bastille is at the north end, its huge column that 
commemorates the 1840 revolution dominating the skyline. A 
garden borders the Arsenal Marina, which is used like a park by 
Parisians and has a beautiful rose garden and relaxing vibe. 

The city centre is a ¤10-15 taxi ride or walkable so you are able to 
explore at will. The joys of Paris are too many to list, but I would 
highly recommend the impressionist rooms on the fi fth fl oor of the 
Musée D’Orsay. From Rouen cathedral to Poplars along the Seine, 
much of our journey is preserved in oil paint within these four walls. 

The effi ciency of the Eurostar means I’m back in London in a 
fraction of the time it took to get to Paris but the Seine is a magical 
waterway, where the journey is as much a part of the adventure as the 
destination and this route is a fantastic alternative to the usual Paris 
city break and leaves you with even better memories.  
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BOOKS
Inland waterways of France 

David Edwards May, Imray 2010

River Seine Cruising Guide 

Derek Bowskill, Imray 1996

La Seine Aval du Havre ˆ Paris, 

Guide de Navigation Fluviale 1, 

Éditions de L’Écluse 2010

FEES
For boats over 5m in length 

boaters have to pay for a licence 

from the French inland waterways 

to use the system. The fee is 

calculated from the length and 

beam of the vessel, and the 

duration of your stay on the 

waterways. The licence should be 

displayed on board. www.vnf.fr
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It’s not just all the options that are included on the 

Mangusta 94 – lively, lithe performance is a defning 

part of the package too

Text: Alan Harper Photos: Overmarine

spring forward
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 A
re you the sort of boat owner who is 

accustomed to having exactly what you want? 

Then the folks at the Overmarine shipyard in 

Viareggio would like to have a word – because 

they feel the same. Compendious optional 

extras lists are not for them. They take the 

view that if you want one of their Mangustas 

you should be able to have it specifi ed just as 

you wish, all for the quoted price. No surprises. Or not many. The 

Mangusta 94, shown for the fi rst time at last year’s Cannes Boat 

Show, has an extremely short options list, and the only extra fi tted on 

our test boat was the Item Mare gyro stabilising system (yours for 

around £120,000). Everything else you can see, even the 

non-standard lower-deck layout, is included in the asking price.

Overmarine’s new model is designed as a fast and luxurious 

passagemaker. Phenomenal horsepower is married to an impressive 

fuel capacity, with jet-drives ideally suited to heavy lifting and a hull 

capable of going places in style. It is based on the naval architecture 

and machinery of the existing 92, but it has an entirely new 

superstructure moulding. This includes a new foredeck relaxation 

area, as well as a sun deck, which has up to now only been available 

on the bigger models – and in case you thought a 94-footer was big, 

in the Mangusta world it’s really quite compact, at less than half the 

length of the shipyard’s fl agship 205.

AS YOU LIKE IT
Our test boat was the second 94 to emerge from the sheds, with a 

roomy and relaxing three-cabin layout down below, and a nicely 

understated interior fi t-out incorporating oak and wenge, white 

and tan leather, and subtle, high-quality detailing in stainless 

steel and lizard skin. The full-size galley is down aft in the crew 

quarters, which makes the main deck, with its huge side windows 

and excellent views forward and aft, seem especially spacious. 

Electrochromatic skylights allow you to switch the sky on and off.

A four-cabin version of the 94 is available – and the fi rst boat had 

just two cabins, which must have left plenty of space for ping-pong 

and karaoke – but this vessel’s owner, an experienced European 

yachtsman who had traded up from a Riva Domino 86, knew exactly 

what he wanted. In place of the fourth cabin he chose instead to have 

an excellent lower saloon, with a sofa, desk, coffee table, bookshelves 

and a big TV. It sits at the bottom of the forward companionway and 

alongside the central corridor, and provides a cosy, private and yet 

sociable spot in which to relax. 

The VIP suite in the bows seems quite compact considering the 

volume available in this substantial hull, but it’s well laid out and 

attractively fi nished, with plenty of stowage space and, in common 

with all the other guest areas, well served with headroom. The 

starboard twin cabin, by contrast, feels pretty roomy, but of course 

the lion’s share of the lower accommodation belongs to the midships 

owners suite, which can boast not only a sofa and dressing table but 

also a generous heads compartment and a really excellent walk-in 

wardrobe. Big hull windows in here are another improvement over 

the Mangusta 92, and like the new upper deck these will also be fi tted 

Luxury 
lounging

If there’s another 94ft boat 

with as much sunpad space 

as this, we’ve yet to find it. 

Between the foredeck, 

cockpit and flybridge there 

must be half an acre of it
Quirky looking controls for the powerful 
waterjets are surprisingly intuitive to use

Large windows and 
skylights which 
change from opaque 
to clear at the fl ick of 
a switch make for a 
light-fi lled saloon

The new foredeck 
relaxation area is huge

  



You can specify your 
Mangusta just as you’d wish, 
all for the quoted price. No surprises

The cockpit and aft sunbed are vast – 
but if you need more, there’s the new 
foredeck and upstairs relaxation areas

CUSTOM YACHTING
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Crew notes
Crew area has dedicated 

spaces for the washer, drier 

and wine cooler, along with 

a well-specced and stylish 

main galley

in future models. The crew area, reached via a companionway on the 
port side of the saloon, consists of a single and a twin cabin and 
dedicated spaces for the washer, drier and wine cooler. This is also 
the easiest way to access the machinery space, where the massive 
MTU V16s and twin 28kW gensets didn’t seem to be crowding each 
other too badly – even though the engine bay also houses the 
refrigeration and air-con, to keep interior noise levels down. 

The shipyard’s priorities are ably demonstrated in the small tender 
garage, where the jet-RIB is mounted athwartships, its bow tucked 
under the starboard steps. When it comes to space in the stern, it’s 
the tender, not the engines, that feels the squeeze.

HORSING AROUND
However light the options list, gyro stabilisers tend to be heavy, and 
this 94’s were mounted well aft. The Williams 385 in the garage also 
weighed in at 360kg. Lots of weight in the stern is the last thing you 
want in a high-performance planing hull, but the 94 has so much 
horsepower we barely noticed it, and any issues with fore and aft 
trim were ably dealt with by the Humphree Interceptors’ auto-trim 
setting. After blowing old boots on the fi nal day of the show, the 
weather in Cannes on Monday morning had settled down to its 
usual balmy mid-September sunshine, with the sea retaining just 
a vague memory of the breeze in a long, lazy chop. The 94 was 
expected back at its home port of Beaulieu-sur-Mer by 11am, and 
we had the promise of a fast passage. 

In spite of the commanding aspect of its three high-mounted 
seats, visibility from the helm is far from perfect, so we waited until 
we were well clear of traffi c, past the Îles de Lérins, before easing the 
throttles forward. The big yacht leapt onto the plane. The Rolls-
Royce control system for the Kamewa jets is quirky looking but 
instantly intuitive in use, and driving this immensely powerful 
machine with one hand is surprisingly straightforward. 

PEDIGREE PERFORMER
Like surface drives, the appeal of jets is their minimal appendage 
drag, which is great for effi ciency but can cause problems in high-
speed turns, as the stern has little grip on the water. Overmarine’s 
designers have got around this issue by fi tting a pair of small, 
surfboard-like fi ns on the hull bottom, in line with each drive. 
Fairly narrow chord and only about 16in (40cm) long, they do a 
terrifi c job; it is possible to throw this yacht into the tightest turn at 
any speed, with never a hint of anything untoward.

I was expecting the 94’s top speed to be the most memorable aspect 
of its performance, and at 37 knots that was impressive enough; but it 
was the liveliness of this enormous yacht’s handling that stuck in my 
mind. Of course, there was also a terrifi c sensation of purposeful 
momentum as we put the miles behind us at 35 knots, the 3ft chop 
barely noticeable beneath the hull’s deep forefoot. At that speed, with 
the Côte d’Azur rolling past to port like a cinematic backdrop, 
Beaulieu was barely half an hour away. If fast, stylish passage-making 
is your thing, then have a word with them at Viareggio: the Mangusta 
94 might turn out to be exactly what you want.   

Contact www.overmarine.com

Stylish but compact 
VIP. Two and four-cabin 
layouts are also available

Unique to this yacht, the non-standard 
lower saloon replaces a fourth cabin and 
has sofa, desk, coffee table and large TV

  



The 37-knot top speed was impressive enough, 
but it was the liveliness of this enormous 
yacht’s handling that stuck in my mind
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SPECIFICATIONS

HULL LENGTH 
87ft 11in (26.79m) 

DRAUGHT 5ft 3in (1.60m)

FUEL CAPACITY 
1,936 gal (8,800 litres)

WATER CAPACITY 
310 gal (1,400 litres)

DISPLACEMENT 
90 tonnes (full load)

ENGINES 2 x 2,600hp 
MTU 16V 2000 M94

DRIVES 
2 x Kamewa 56 S3 jets

TOP SPEED ON TEST 
37.0 knots

CRUISING SPEED 
25-35 knots

PERFORMANCE 
(range on 80% fuel)

2,250RPM 
37.0 knots, 222.6gph, 
0.166mpg, 257nm

2,200RPM 
34.2 knots, 211.2gph, 
0.162mpg, 251nm

1,900RPM 
23.1 knots, 129.8gph, 
0.178mpg, 276nm

1,600RPM 14.7 knots, 
79.2gph, 0.186mpg, 287nm

DESIGNER Stefano 
Righini/Overmarine

PRICE €8,720,000 
ex VAT, ex shipyard 
(approx £7,150,400 ex VAT)

The full-beam midships master suite, 
which has a sofa and an excellent walk-in 

wardrobe, plus those big new hull windows

BEAM 21ft 7in (6.60m)

CUSTOM YACHTING
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Tricky to fi nd a berth but 
Rovinj is a lovely town full 
of Croatian charm

INSIDE ISTRIA
Cruising along the Istrian coastline, Fiona Walker discovers a lesser-known Croatia

Text & photos: Fiona Walker

 W
e’ve just arrived 

back in the country 

where place 

names seem 

selected from a 

Scrabble bag. At 

Umag (7 points), Frank heads to the 

customs office to complete the 

formalities for re-entering Croatia after 

our all-too-brief a sojourn in Venice. 

Half an hour later, he storms back to 

Zaffina. “Bloody bureaucracy,” he 

mutters, throwing a black look towards 

the customs bureau. Despite all our 

documentation being in perfect order 

the official made Frank go through 

every last detail, wasting time at every 

possible opportunity. This cold 

welcome has left a sour taste, so we 

abandon our original plan to stay and 

explore the town of Umag, and instead 

move on down the coast to Novigrad 

(15 with double word score). Here the 

friendliness of the marina staff quickly 

restores our faith in the Croatian people. 

We have ten days to while away 

before we need to be back in Split and 

so our plan is to drift down the Istrian 

coast and then meander through some 

of the more northerly Croatian islands. 

GARDEN ROUTE OF CROATIA

The coastline here is very different from 

the south of the country, with verdant, 

gently rolling hills instead of the stark, 

barren mountains that became so 

familiar to us last year when we cruised 

between Split and Dubrovnik. 

The Romans regarded this stretch of 

coast as one giant vineyard-cum-olive-

grove and it’s easy to see why. The two 

crops are still important to the region, 

although tourism is obviously the 

number one industry today. Great 

stretches of shoreline are home to large 

caravan parks and camping areas, 

which are well maintained and marked 

out into neat little enclosures. Unofficial 

campsites also sit along the shore 

where caravans and tents sit cheek by 

jowl in a haphazard jumble. There are 

very few English tourists here and most 

restaurants print their menus in 

Croatian, German and Italian. 

One of the prettiest towns in the 

region is Rovinj, where we decide to 

take a berth for the night with the 

intention of exploring the town in the 

morning. On our arrival there is a swell 

rolling across the entrance and when 

we are directed to an outside berth we 

decline it and ask for something with 

more shelter. The marinero indicates 

that he has nothing else available so 

we turn instead towards the nearby 

town port in the hope of tying up on the 

wall. Unfortunately we’re out of luck 

and the quay is full so we decide that 

we can, after all, put up with the 

discomfort of an exposed mooring and 

return to the marina. But the marinero, 

who wasn’t too friendly first time round, 

is having none of it; he is not prepared 

THE AUTHORS
Frank and Fiona Walker spend their 
summers cruising the Med in their 
Azimut 62, Zaffina. This year, they’re 
exploring northern Croatia.

  



Zaffi  na takes a prime spot 
in one of the thousand 
picturesque anchorages 
the region has to offer

Frank soaks 
up the views
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Istria has been a pleasant revelation 

and we are confident that the Brits 

will discover this unspoilt corner of 

Croatia in the near future. With plenty 

to see and do, it is a perfect holiday 

destination and, compared to most of 

Europe, still relatively inexpensive. 

All it lacks are the sandy beaches 

that we take for granted back at home 

in Jersey; the Croatian beaches are 

nearly all pebbly. 

ON THE CRES OF A WAVE

We would like to stick around for longer 

but as we have only visited around 20 of 

the 1,200 islands along the Dalmation 

coast, it is time for us to move east and 

do some exploring along the way. 

Our first stop is Cres, a long and 

very narrow island, and on first sight 

rather featureless and with very 

little development. Anchorages are 

in short supply around here according 

to the pilot book, but nevertheless 

we find a beautiful pebbly beach not 

far from Cres Town, where we anchor 

in silvery turquoise water and 

spend a happy afternoon swimming 

to give us a second chance and we are 

waved away like an offending insect. 

Fortunately, there are a number of 

buoys situated close to the marina and 

Frank negotiates Zaffina alongside a 

free buoy. But nothing is going right 

today and although I manage to hook 

the buoy successfully, the loop on top is 

too narrow and the rope gets well and 

truly trapped. The only alternative to 

losing the buoy catcher altogether is to 

give it a mighty tug, which breaks the 

head off but fortunately frees the rope. 

By now, thoroughly bad tempered, we 

decide that we don’t want to spend the 

night here after all and cruise back 

out to the open sea. 

RETURN TO ROVINJ

Five minutes later we find a 

delightful and perfectly calm 

anchorage just around the 

corner from the town, where we 

drop the hook and spend a 

peaceful night with just a couple 

of other boats for company. But 

Rovinj is too pretty to pass by 

altogether and so, despite the trials and 

tribulations of the night before, we 

return the following morning, tie up 

without incident (this time by lassoing 

the buoy) and take the dinghy into town 

for breakfast. We are not disappointed; 

the town is lovely, a typical Croatian 

walled town with brightly coloured 

houses, narrow cobbled streets and an 

ancient church from which Sunday 

morning hymns echo across a marble-

paved square. 

The green market is sensational and 

before we return to Zaffina, I greedily 

stock up with blood-red cherries, 

velvety apricots and golden peaches 

bursting with juice, plus an armful of 

bright flowers to decorate the saloon.

Rovinj is too pretty to pass by altogether and so, 
despite the trials and tribulations of the night 
before, we return the following morning 
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among shoals of tiny, iridescent fish. 

After spending the night in a rather 

stark but more than adequate marina, 

we set sail early on a glistening glassy 

sea with the distant hills of the 

mainland still swathed in gauzy early 

morning mist. The only movement on 

the water is created by our wake and 

the soporific motion gently lulls us, until 

we turn round the north-eastern tip of 

the island and abruptly hit a rousing 

blast from the Velebit Channel. 

RAB, SEA, LOVE IT

To our east is Krk island, on the 

opposite side of which is the most 

notorious strip of water in Croatia, 

where the wind howls relentlessly from 

the Velebit mountains and, even on the 

calmest day, creates a blast to be 

reckoned with. We are lucky; conditions 

are not too bad, although the wind is 

forecast to be up to 55mph by this 

evening. But after ten bumpy miles, as 

abruptly as the wind blew up, it drops 

away again and we find ourselves 

carving a path over a motionless sea for 

the rest of our journey.

Our destination is Rab and as soon 

as we arrive, we fall in love with the 

serene island. At the northern tip, the 

marina of Supetar is accessed via a 

deep inlet dotted with tiny islands, 

where boats of every size and shape 

bob gently at anchor. We join them for a 

while, easing Zaffina into position in just 

a couple of metres over sand and, once 

Pretty perfect: 
Rab town was a 

favourite stop

Rovinj has a beautiful 
walled town and narrow 
cobbled streets

The colourful town of 
Novigrad on the Istrian coast

An abundance of fresh 
fruit at Rovinj market

Zaffi  na on anchor 
along the wooded 
Rovinj coast

We are just in time for one of the 
highlights of the summer – a 
medieval crossbow competition

secure, immediately leap in to the 

crystal waters to cool off. Our biggest 

decision of the day is whether to stay at 

this end of the island for the night or to 

go into Rab Town. After mulling over the 

matter for several relaxing hours, the 

photographs in the pilot book convince 

us to head south to explore the town. 

When we are offered a prime position 

on the pretty quayside, we know we 

have made the right decision. Better 

still, we discover that we are just in time 

for one of the highlights of the summer 

– a medieval crossbow competition 

between teams from Rab and San 

Marino. The teams’ prowess with the 

crossbow is incredible and competitor 

after competitor hits the bullseye, until 

the home team is obliged to concede 

defeat and Italian cheers ring out 

around the square, as cannons are fired 

and a multitude of fireworks explode in 

a starry shower overhead. 

NORTHERN LIGHTS

We can’t drag ourselves away from 

Rab; the town is vibrant and boasts 

lovely restaurants and there’s much to 

explore. The anchorages are plentiful 

and perfect for day boating. We know 

we should be on our way but we linger 

for two more nights, one of just a 

handful of motor boats anchoring 

in a sheltered cove that features a rare 

jewel in Croatia: a sandy beach! 

To be honest, the beach is third rate 

compared to Jersey’s stretches of sand, 

but as almost all of the other beaches 

here are pebbly, it makes a pleasant 

change to swim ashore without 

waddling unsteadily from the waves 

over a carpet of slippery stones! 

This is our fourth summer on the 

water and although we have enjoyed 

dozens of dramatic sunsets from 

our ringside seats in the cockpit, the 

novelty of the experience never 

fades. As the sun again descends 

towards an oily sea and the last glimpse 

of daylight paints primrose-yellow 

streaks across the sky, we drink a 

quiet toast to Croatia and reflect on 

an idyllic lifestyle that still holds as 

much novelty and pleasure as it did 

on that cold and misty day in spring 

 when we first set sail from the UK on 

this epic voyage of discovery.  

mby.com/aac3

SEE THE VIDEO

  



FREE ADMISSION
TO ALL VISITORS - 10AM - 5PM DAILY
WWW.SANDBANKSBOATSHOW.CO.UK | INFO@SALTERNS.CO.UK

- New boats displayed on the water & ashore

- Over 70 new boats on display including motorboats, personal watercraft, dinghies

& luxury motor / sail yachts

- 5 Gold anchor Marina setting

- Leading boat brands & marine products

- Waterside bar & restaurant

- For more event information visit our website, www.sandbanksboatshow.co.uk or

- Contact Salterns Brokerage on +44 (0) 1202 707 222

BOAT SHOW 2014
SALTERNS MARINA, POOLE, 10-11 MAY

SANDBANKS

JAGUAR CATAMARANS INTERNATIONAL LTD

We at “Jaguar Catamarans International Ltd” are proud to announce the New Ranges of

Power Catamarans that are going to be launched to the World Market very soon.

Starting with the sophisticated, stylish JC48 and followed swiftly by the Trawler style JC47T.

This will be the beginning of two new ranges of Power Catamarans to the market, which

already seem to be creating a stir throughout the World. There will be smaller and larger

models to follow – from 42 feet to 76 feet and beyond.

Please do not hesitate to contact us, should you wish to discuss your requirements.

www.jaguarcatamarans.com

info@jaguarcatamarans.com

+44(0)2380 632833

Naval Architecture by Dixon Yacht Design

Interior Styling Jo Minford

Boat Shows ~ Come and see us at;

PREMIER LAUNCH at The Multihull Boat Show:

La Grande Motte - 23rd to 28th April

Palma - 30th April to 4th May
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T-TIME? 
I was interested to see the new Axopar 

28 T-Top featured in your New Boats 

(MBY January 2013). I know you haven’t 

had an opportunity to test the boat, but 

do you think it would work for me? I will 

keep the boat in the Cyclades Islands in 

Greece where there is a consistent 

Force 4-6 wind during the summer and 

2-3m swells from all directions, with 

very changeable seas. I need a boat 

with good storage but an amount of 

luxury so my mother can enjoy it. I’ve 

looked at a number of RIBs and read 

your RIB group test last year with great 

interest (MBY August 2013). My issue 

with RIBs, though, is that they really 

aren’t that attractive (unless you’re 

spending a fortune on a Goldfish). I’m 

looking to spend circa £100,000 for a 

7.5-9.5m boat with a single outboard. 

Can you help? Andrew Pearce

Although I’ve never seen the boat in 

the flesh, the Axopar does seem to fit 

the bill very nicely. I have little doubt 

that it will be a very capable sea boat 

– the designer, Jan-Erik Viitala, is 

responsible for Paragon and XO, all 

excellent sea boats with good 

reputations. In fact, the XO 240 could 

be of interest to you, if a little small, but 

the hull is excellent and will cut through 

the chop beautifully and it has plentiful 

storage. Really, if RIBs of that price 

don’t persuade you then there are very 

few hard boats that do what the 

Axopar claims to do, plus it has the 

added benefit of having sleeping 

options and a T-top. One other option 

could be the reincarnated Draco 

brand, which launched a 26 at 

Düsseldorf with a single 300hp 

Yamaha outboard pulling 45 knots. 

They’re built by and use the same hull 

designer as Windy so in all likelihood 

will be a good sea boat and is within 

your budget. Stay in touch and let us 

know what you opt for. Jack Haines

THUNDERHAWK BLOCKS
I see from Our Boats that Greg Copp 

has a Sunseeker Thunderhawk. I too 

have a Thunderhawk with a pair of tired 

502 MerCruisers that need replacing. 

Should I rebuild, get a new pair of petrol 

engines, or take the more costly route 

and get new diesels? Christian Sitzen

I would disregard the second option as 

few people buy new big-block petrol 

sterndriven engines in the UK these 

days. Rebuilding is an option but the 

only company I would recommend is 

Swaymar Marine in Horsham, which 

built my engines. The final option is a 

wise but costly one. You have three 

diesel options: Yanmar, Mercury Diesel 

and Volvo. I have considered all three, 

but the 400hp 5.5-litre Volvo D6 is a 

favourite in my eyes. Though longer 

and heavier, the power bonus is huge. 

With these engines your boat will be 

easily capable of 45 knots. Or you 

could opt for cheaper 370hp D6s. It will 

probably cost more than the value of 

your boat and only increase its value 

by 50% of the cost of the engines, but 

it will handle like a modern Superhawk 

43 and give you the peace of mind that 

petrol engines never can. Greg Copp 

AFTER THOUGHTS? 
Until I read Hugo’s Paradise Islands 

feature (MBY February 2014) I had no 

idea that Ferretti made an aft-cabin 

boat. These days, super owner’s 

cabins are obviously very important 

to buyers, and even small aft-cabin 

boats have stunning main cabins 

that offer outstanding privacy. So why 

don’t the big mainstream boatbuilders 

build more? Allen Finlay

I’ve always been a fan of aft-cabin boats, 

and an extremely private aft cabin isn’t 

the only benefit. With fewer steps to 

climb, there’s a far better connection 

between the flybridge and the aft deck 

too. The argument against aft-cabin 

boats is largely to do with machinery. 

With no access through the cockpit 

floor, builders have to install it all far 

earlier on, before the saloon. That has 

build time implications, and engines 

have a big effect on cash flow. Plus, it’s 

easier to access an engineroom 

through the cockpit floor, or a transom 

door. And if anything needs removing 

for major surgery, disassembling the 

saloon and craning engines out 

through the cockpit doors is no easy 

task – I’ve only seen it done once, and 

it looked terrifying! Dave Marsh

£100k boat; replacement engines; aft cabins

YOUR QUESTIONS
ASKMBY

If anything needs removing for major surgery, 
disassembling the saloon and craning engines out 
through the cockpit doors is no easy task

Rebuild the petrol engines or 
replace with diesels? 

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT BUYING, EQUIPPING AND RUNNING A BOAT
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The latest marine engines and innovations
NEWTECH Our Technical Guru 

Greg Copp
Email: gregory_copp@ipcmedia.com

A new player on the market is claiming to be 
the fi rst portable GPS-guided MOB alarm

Rescue 
remedy?

How do you recover a man overboard 

(MOB)? It’s all very well if you notice 

straight away and perform the 

prescribed Williamson turn in time but 

what if several seconds or minutes pass 

before you realise anyone is missing, 

not to mention if it occurs at night? In 

either of these scenarios the first 

problem is locating the MOB. 

Seven years ago we tested several 

MOB alarm systems to see how well 

they worked. It was a real eye-opener to 

discover just how hard it is to spot 

somebody who has fallen off the boat 

at 20 knots, even when you’re expecting 

it. At 30 knots the problem doubles. You 

don’t need to travel far before even 

small waves obscure a bobbing head. 

In 2007 the MOB alarm system that 

impressed us most was a simple radio 

signal homing system from Sea 

Marshall. Since then, several MOB 

systems using AIS technology to track 

down the casualty have launched. 

Now there’s a new player entering 

the fray with a fresh slant on the 

concept. The MOBOS (Man-Overboard-

Operating-System) was shown at the 

Düsseldorf Boat Show by Seareq of 

Germany and claims to be the first 

portable GPS-guided MOB alarm. 

Unlike personal locator beacons or 

AIS-based systems, which send out a 

signal to the emergency services and/

or other boats in the area, this one is 

designed to alert the skipper of the 

boat and guide them to the missing 

crew member. It is a development of 

Seareq’s ENOS (Electronic Rescue and 

Locating System), used by divers when 

they surface far from their boat. The 

divers activate a GPS beacon to let the 

skipper know they have surfaced and 

guide the dive boat to their location. 

MOBOS uses the same technology 

but has the added advantage of an 

automatic trigger as well as a manual 

one. Each crew member wears a 

beacon, which is linked to an automatic, 

self-inflating lifejacket. When the 

beacon is triggered it sends a UHF 

(ultra-high frequency) alert signal to 

the on-board receiver. An alarm sounds 

immediately, while the beacon starts 

The beacon can be triggered 
manually or automatically 
and attached to a lifejacket

  



1 
PROXIMITY ALARMS

These work by maintaining 

continual radio contact between 

the receiver and one or more crew 

fobs. If contact is lost the alarm is 

triggered, notifying the skipper of an 

MOB and marking the position of the 

boat on the chartplotter at that time. 

Pros Simplicity, compact crew fobs, 

low cost. 

Cons The MOB icon on the plotter only 

shows the position of the boat when the 

alarm was triggered, not the actual 

location of the person in the water. 

Strong winds, tides and poor visibility 

can still make it hard to locate the MOB.

Examples Raymarine LifeTag, 

NASA MOBi

MOB systems
Broadly speaking, these are the four types of man-overboard 

(MOB) systems – proximity alarms, DSC, AIS and 121.5MHz based 

systems, although some devices use a combination of the above.

2 
DSC 

SYSTEMS

These are 

self-contained 

personal locator 

beacons which 

send an automated 

MOB Mayday alert 

and GPS position 

via the VHF 

Channel 70 Digital 

Selective Calling 

system to all vessels 

in the area 

including the host 

craft. The 

message is 

repeated on 

Channel 16 by an 

automated voice 

recording to 

ensure maximum coverage.

Pros Doesn’t rely on the host vessel 

rescuing the casualty; no special 

receiver required other than a VHF. 

Cons Limited range of VHF signal; 

won’t automatically mark the 

MOB’s position on a 

chartplotter.

Example Sea 

Marshall V100

3 
AIS SYSTEMS

These personal AIS 

beacons send a signal 

to all craft within a range of 

approximately four miles fitted 

with AIS-enabled chartplotters. 

Each beacon is equipped with its 

own GPS locator so a fix can be 

made before transmitting a radio 

signal via the Automatic 

Identification System. Some of 

these devices use a combination 

of AIS and DSC to give 

improved coverage. 

Pros Any craft within 

four miles equipped 

with an AIS plotter 

should receive the 

MOB alert and show 

the casualty’s position 

on the chartplotter 

on board.

Cons Limited 

range; the 

signal is only visible to 

AIS-equipped craft.

Examples Marine 

Rescue Technologies 

sMRT V100, McMurdo 

Smartfind S10 

and S20

4 
121.5MHZ SYSTEMS

Unlike personal locator 

beacons, which send a 

message directly to the emergency 

services via the 406MHz global 

distress frequency, these MOB 

systems use the more localised 

121.5MHz homing frequency to guide 

the mothership (and local 

emergency services) back to the 

casualty. Some systems use a 

combination of 121.5MHz and AIS to 

maximise coverage.

Pros Quicker and more reliable than 

a GPS fix, homing signals can be 

tracked by local rescue services as 

well as the mothership’s receiver.

Cons Needs a special base unit and 

homing antenna on board the host 

vessel to find the casualty. 

Examples Marine Rescue 

Technologies Crewguard, 

Sea Marshall SARfinder 1003 

MOB locator 
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MY TAKE: Fall into the water at this time of 
year in the UK and you’ll do well to survive 
more than an hour so anything which 
alerts the skipper to an MOB and helps track them 
down quickly has got to be good news. Hugo Andreae

Proximity 
alarms are 
cost effective, 
the crew fobs 
are easily worn 
and the alarm 
easily triggered

searching for a satellite signal. In most 

cases this will take around 40 seconds. 

Once the beacon gets a fix it transmits 

the position to the on-board receiver, 

which makes its calculations and 

guides you back to the MOB with a 

course to steer and an arrow indicating 

whether you need to turn to port or 

starboard. It will also give your boat’s 

position, the location of the MOB and 

the distance to travel.

Where this differs from rival systems 

is that it does not transmit its position 

as an AIS message or via the PLB 

emergency channel, so it’s not going to 

be any use if the whole boat sinks or 

there is no one left on board to effect a 

rescue. Critics will also argue that the 

Coastguard and vessels in the area 

should be alerted to any MOB situation 

regardless, even if in 99% of cases the 

vessel best placed to rescue the 

casualty is the one they fell off. 

Seareq says the skipper can easily 

send a DSC Mayday, including precise 

details of the MOB’s location, if they are 

in any doubt about their ability to 

recover the casualty themselves. 

MOBOS comes portable or fixed. The 

portable system is ideal for delivery 

skippers or owners of more than one 

boat. You can even transfer it to your 

tender if required. This also removes 

the problem of retrospectively fitting it to 

a dash already packed with electronics. 

Although UHF transmissions do not 

have the range of VHF signals, they 

don’t require such a 

big antenna either. UHF also penetrates 

physical barriers better than VHF so 

locating the portable receiver inside a 

wheelhouse is not a problem. One 

downside is that UHF drains more 

power than VHF but given its use, this 

is unlikely to be a critical factor.

Each receiver can monitor multiple 

beacons so there is no practical limit to 

the number of crew it can cover. 

The receiver costs £1,200 inc VAT 

and £480 for each beacon. This looks 

pretty steep compared to the cost of 

some PLBs but for blue-water sailors 

seeking the reassurance of a self-

sufficient MOB system, it could prove a 

wise investment. 

Contact www.seareq.de

  



Micro 
torches
Small lights pack punch

The new compact Exposure Marine XS 

torches put out 50 lumens and can be 

seen from three miles away. The XS 

Emergency Light Pack contains three 

lights (white, red and green bulbs) as 

well as three neck lanyards and 

stanchion handlebar mounts. The 

quick-mount brackets make them ideal 

for use in tenders or as emergency 

lights. They also fit easily to bicycles. 

Weighing 44g each, the rechargeable 

torches can combine with a light 

diffuser to create lanterns. They burn 

for six hours on high and 60 hours on 

low. The lights can be used for 

emergency nav lights and the XS-R 

(red) can also be used for night vision. 

The pack retails for £139.95 inc UK VAT. 

Contact www.exposuremarine.com

The DF25A and DF30A 
have an offset crankshaft 
and a simple fresh water 
fl ushing system

US company Lehr has introduced a 

range of propane-burning outboards. 

Built in China, these engines offer a 

cleaner, and arguably safer, option to 

storing a petrol outboard in your 

lazarette. The beauty of the Lehr range 

is the ease of use. You either screw on a 

Easy to use 
and easy to 
store, propane-
powered 
outboards 
are ideal for 
tender use

small camping gas canister or 

connect it to a remote gas cylinder 

with a hose. 

The camping gas cylinders are 

available in chandlers and outdoor 

stores and can be safely stored in 

lockers and lazarettes without fear 

of leakage. The smallest 16.5oz (0.46 

litre) cylinder will power the 2.5hp 

engine for up to 2.5 hours in normal 

usage, much the same as the built-in 

fuel tank of a standard 

petrol-powered 

outboard, while the 

largest 5 gallon remote gas cylinder 

should last for up to 50 hours. 

However, if you run it flat out it will 

more than halve the times quoted. 

Contrary to what Lehr claims, 

propane is not quite as efficient as 

petrol – litre for litre it has a lower 

calorific value so expect it to use 

around 15% more fuel. It does 

however burn cleaner than petrol and 

does not suffer the problems of fuel 

degradation or the carburettor 

gumming up when left for long 

periods of time. It also has a 

higher octane rating of 110RON, 

compared to unleaded petrol’s 

95RON, meaning it can handle 

higher compression ratios and 

produce more power from a 

given engine capacity.

One possible issue is 

that boats and cars 

converted to run on LPG (a 

mixture of propane and 

butane) need to start on 

petrol before switching to LPG, as 

propane does not burn well when both 

the engine and the atmospheric 

conditions are cold. It will be interesting 

to see whether this causes any issues 

with these outboard engines. 

The LP2.5, LP5.0, LP9.9 and LP15 

are all comparable in weight to their 

4-stroke petrol rivals. Prices range 

from £729 inc VAT for the LP2.5 to 

£2,549 inc UK VAT for the LP15. 

The LP9.9 and LP15 have the added 

option of electric starts, thanks to a 

small internal battery. 

Contact www.lehruk.com

No propane, 
no gain?
Are propane outboards cleaner and safer?

Super-light 
62kg Suzuki
New 3-cylinder outboards up to 8kg lighter than rivals

Weighing 62kg and due for launch this 

spring, Suzuki’s new DF25A and DF30A 

will be by far the lightest engines in their 

class. Based on a totally new 3-cylinder 

SOHC 490cc engine, the DF25A and 

DF30A are 4kg lighter than the 2-stroke 

Evinrude E-TEC E25D and 30D, and 8kg 

lighter than the Honda BF30. 

Much of the weight saving is due to the 

lack of electric start. Thanks to Suzuki’s 

new battery-less electronic fuel injection 

and a ‘light recoil’ pull-start system, there is 

no need for a heavy battery or starter 

motor. It does mean starting these motors 

the old-fashioned way, but for many people 

that’s a small price to pay for the superior 

power-to-weight ratio they offer. And with 

maximum power of 25hp or 30hp at 

5,500rpm, they should come close to 

matching the get-up-and-go of the old 

generation of 2-strokes, now banned from 

sale in the EU by emmissions controls. 

It’s not just the low weight that sounds 

appealing, these Suzukis also have features 

normally only found on bigger engines. This 

includes an offset crankshaft for 

increased torque. Moving the 

cylinder bores slightly to one 

side of the crankshaft centreline 

increases the length of the 

downward power stroke and boosts 

torque. Suzuki claims this also reduces 

friction, improving fuel efficiency and 

minimising cylinder bore wear.  

The intake system has also been 

enhanced with a specially designed engine 

cover and a flywheel fan that feeds cold air 

directly into the induction tract. The greater 

density of this cool air charge results in 

better fuel/air assimilation, further 

boosting efficiency and torque. The final 

piece in the jigsaw is Suzuki’s Lean Burn 

Control System, which reduces the 

proportion of fuel to air when cruising at 

light engine loads. 

For ease of maintenance the engines are 

fitted with a fresh water flushing port for 

rinsing salt water out of the cooling system 

without running the engine. 

Contact www.suzuki-marine.co.uk

  



AND YOU THOUGHT YOUR BOAT WAS SPECIAL

 

AND YOU THOUGHT YOUR BOAT WAS SPECIAL

Easily fi xed, these fl exible 
stainless steel wear pads 
prevent GRP rope burn

Gel-coat 
patches
Stainless steel wear pads

Barton MarineÕs wear pads are a 

simple, long-lasting way to protect 

gel-coat against rope burn or chafing. 

They are made from ultra thin, flexible, 

marine grade stainless steel that is 

pliable enough to bend around curved 

surfaces but tough enough to prevent 

wear. They can also be used to cover 

existing gel-coat damage. 

A highly adhesive double-sided tape 

makes them easy to apply to flat or 

curved gel-coat surfaces. They come in 

two different sizes and cost around £10.

Contact www.bartonmarine.com

What is it?

The MBELEVEN is a compact luxury 

tender that combines unusual styling 

with practicality and space. 

What are the power options?

The recommended power option is a 

40hp Suzuki outboard.

How fast can it go?

The 40hp engine will push it to a slightly 

worrying 30 knots if lightly loaded in 

suitably calm conditions!

What are its vital statistics?

It has an RCD category C for a 

maximum of four people and it 

displaces just 245kg (dry) prior to fitting 

an engine. It is only 3.35m long but 

1.96m wide, giving it an unusual length-

to-beam ratio of 1.5:1.0. 

How is it constructed and fitted out?

The hull is constructed from GRP with 

teak decking and sunpad. Both the hull 

and the leather upholstery can be 

specified in a variety of different colours. 
The MBELEVN is said to be 

good for 30 knots fl at out

The unusually wide beam 
means there is space for 
four passengers within its 
compact 11ft length

How realistic is it as a tender? 

We canÕt vouch for its seakeeping but it 

would certainly look the part in harbour 

and that 40hp engine should pull up a 

water skier. However, without any 

inflatable tubes youÕll need to be handy 

with the fenders when coming alongside.

Are there other boats in the range? 

Not yet but an MBTEN and MBFIFTEEN 

are planned for the future.

How much does it cost?

From £13,000 inc VAT without engine. 

For more information see 

www.motobarca.it
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MastervoltÕs Mass Combi range has 

been around a while, but the new 

Mass Combi Ultra has a 3.5kW output, 

weighs 15kg and is 25% lighter and 

noticeably smaller than its slightly 

more powerful 4kW sibling. Like the rest 

of the range it is a combined inverter/

battery charger that takes care of all 

your boatÕs electrical needs. 

Unlike the standard Combi range, 

the Ultra has twin AC inputs enabling 

it to handle up to a 12.5kW input from 

a generator as well as 7kW from a 

shorepower lead. It can seamlessly 

switch from one AC input to another 

without any adverse effect on sensitive 

loads such as computers. 

It also features twin 240v AC outputs 

so critical items such as fridges can be 

run from the domestic batteries, while 

non-essential heavy loads such as 

water heaters and air-conditioning can 

be set to switch off automatically when 

not connected to shorepower or when 

DC reserves drop below a certain level. 

The Mass Combi Ultra has the ability 

to deal with high short-term loads up to 

7kW. This is essential for the 

start-up power demands made 

by air-conditioning. At the 

other end of the spectrum, it 

also has a low Ôno loadÕ current, 

which prevents your batteries 

from draining. 

The built-in battery charger 

has a whopping 100A charging 

rate enabling rapid recharging 

as well as a solar input allowing 

you to slowly top up on solar 

power if you wish. The primary 

charging circuit is for the 

domestic batteries (12V, 24V 

and 48V). It also has a 

secondary output which 

enables the charging of engine 

start and bow thruster batteries 

concurrently. It can fit into an 

existing Mastervolt system, 

easily connected via MasterBus 

and controlled intuitively 

through the MasterView Easy 

touchscreen. The Mass Ultra 

retails at £3,300 inc UK VAT. 

Contact www.mastervolt.com

Smaller 3.5kW 
Mastervolt Combi
Lighter and smaller inverter/charger system

  



APP OF THE MONTH

Yachting
Weather

Choose your location 

– or let your phone 

choose for you – and 

Yachting Weather will 

provide free forecasts 

for the next three 

days at six-hourly intervals. 

Yachting Weather’s predictions 

– generated by German website 

Wetter365 – are particularly 

useful for motorboaters because 

they include wave height, length, 

direction and period, as well as all 

the usual stuff about wind speed 

and direction, temperature, 

pressure, and humidity.  

Free from iTunes or Google Play.

Compatible with iOS 

and Android

Double power from Simrad
 Run two independent touchscreens from a single processor – Simrad shows big advance in touchscreen tech

Electronic 
compass
Harnessing GPS for added accuracy

Simrad wasn’t at the London Boat 

Show, which is a shame because it 

missed an opportunity to show off the 

new NSO evo2 dual display navigation 

system, with its unique (so far as I 

know) ability to run two independently 

controllable touchscreens from a single 

processor module. Simrad has done 

this by putting what are effectively two 

computers into one box.

With a footprint of just 281x232mm, 

the processor module is slightly smaller 

than this magazine, and is just a smidge 

over a kilo in weight, so it’s small 

enough to fit into the console of a RIB 

or walkaround sportsboat, but it boasts 

two i.MX61 quad-core processors and 

a dozen assorted input and output 

ports that provide big-boat networking 

capabilities; it can connect to other 

Simrad processors and displays, 

sonars, pilots, radars, cameras, 

entertainment systems and vessel 

management systems, and it is priced 

at £4,532.

To go with the new processor 

module, Simrad has introduced a range 

of six new widescreen monitors, 

ranging in size from 15.6in to 24in. All 

six are sleek-looking low-profile units 

with the trendy ‘glass bridge’ look. The 

new monitors sit just 8mm proud of the 

panel, and have a screen-to-case ratio 

that Simrad claims to be the best in 

the business. 

Three of the six new monitors are 

high-brightness touchscreens, ranging 

in price from £3,318 for the 16in model 

to £6,853 for the 24in version, but 

those who don’t want touchscreen and 

don’t need high brightness can make 

four-figure savings by opting for the 

identical-looking ‘pilothouse models’, 

with less bright lighting and remote 

keypad controls. 

Contact www.simrad-yachting.com

Koden’s KGC electronic compass 

promises 1° accuracy, with 

no variation or deviation errors and 

– unlike the track function on a 

standard GPS receiver – it can maintain 

that level of accuracy even when the 

boat is stationary.

It does it by comparing the signals 

received from GPS satellites at two 

separate GPS antennas a couple of 

feet apart, with a more conventional 

magnetic sensor 

and rate gyro 

providing back-up 

heading data if GPS signals are 

temporarily masked

As a by-product of using GPS signals 

to measure heading it can also output 

position and time, and can measure 

heave, pitch and roll to enhance the 

accuracy and clarity of any fishfinder 

or echo-sounder that has a heave 

It boasts two i.MX61 quad-core processors 
and a dozen assorted input and output ports 
that provide big-boat networking capabilities

compensation function. The KGC-222 

is supplied with its own dedicated 

display unit, and with up to five 

NMEA0183 outputs to supply data to 

other equipment, such as radar, plotter 

and autopilot. Prices for the KGC-222 

start from £2,020 inc VAT. 

Contact www.mantsbrite.com

The latest kit and navigational issues
NEWNAV Our Navigation Expert 

Tim Bartlett
Email: mby@ipcmedia.com

Koden promises 1° 
accuracy even when 
the boat is stationary

One processor, 
two independent 
touchscreens
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lipping idly through the 

pages of an instruction 

manual the other day 

(okay, I was working 

on our test of VHF radios 

– even a navigation 

nerd like me doesn’t read instruction 

manuals for fun), I came across 

a section headed ‘How Your VHF 

Radio Works’.

“Great!” I thought. “At last I’ve 

found a comprehensible explanation 

of how electromagnetic waves 

travel through the bitter vacuum 

of interstellar space; why you can 

turn a hand-held radio 

on its side without its 

horizontally polarized 

transmissions 

becoming completely 

inaudible to a fixed 

vertical antenna – 

maybe even how they 

design the packaging 

so that the only people 

who can get the damn radio 

to fit back into it are the factory 

minions in some dark corner of the 

globe who made it in the first place.” 

Okay, maybe my hopes were 

unrealistically high. But it can be 

quite useful to have at least some 

idea of how things work. Isn’t it 

easier for a learner driver to get 

to grips with the clutch pedal if 

they know that it disconnects the 

engine from the gearbox? Or for 

a novice helmsman to master 

manoeuvring an outdrive boat once 

they realise that the outdrive leg 

steers by swivelling the propeller 

thrust from side to side?

But the manual didn’t live up to 

its promise. It didn’t tell me how the 

radio worked at all. Instead, it told 

me: “This radio is a battery-powered 

portable transceiver for use afloat.”

No! You don’t say! I thought it was 

a robot tea-maker for use on the 

International Space Station!

“It gives you two-way vessel-to-

vessel and vessel-to-shore station 

communications, primarily for 

safety and secondarily for navigation 

and operational purposes.” This is 

pretty much what I’d 

expect of something 

labelled ‘Marine VHF’, 

and probably why I’m 

reading the manual in 

the first place.

Some of it was 

accurate. Some of it 

wasn’t. The idea that a 

hand-held VHF could be 

used to “...make radiotelephone calls 

to anywhere in the world through a 

marine operator”, for instance, was 

always pretty fanciful even before all 

the coast radio stations closed 

down, nearly 20 years ago!

The manual did, eventually, get 

round to telling me how to work the 

radio. But it never did live up to its 

promise of telling me how it worked. 

It’s not the same thing at all – any 

more than knowing that “you turn 

the key and it goes brmm brmm” 

is the same as knowing how an 

engine works.

iPhone
thermal imaging
Thermal imaging made affordable and easy

Back to buttons 
for Garmin
Simple-to-use plotter bucks touchscreen trend

  TAKING A

BEARING
TIM BARTLETT: Instruction manuals that don’t 
even tell you how the thing works! What’s the point? 

I thought it 
was a robot 

tea-maker for 
use on the 

International 
Space Station

Flir One is an infrared (IR) camera for 

your iPhone 5 or 5s. By picking up 

temperature differences it can locate 

defects in engines, electrical or 

plumbing systems, or trace energy loss. 

Flir One fits on to the phone just like 

a protective case. It makes the phone 

about 16mm longer and nearly three 

times as thick, but adds a 1,400mAh 

battery that will either run the IR 

camera for two hours or boost the 

phone’s own battery life by about 50%.

As well as the IR camera, the Flir One 

also has a visible-light camera and 

Flir’s own MSX (multispectral imaging) 

software to combine the two images 

for even greater clarity. Printed labels, 

for instance, are illegible in the IR 

spectrum, so although an IR camera 

makes it easy to locate a hot 

connection on a distribution board, it 

may not be so easy to identify it. But 

by combining the IR image with that 

produced by visible light, the labels 

immediately become visible, 

superimposed on the thermal image. 

Perhaps the most startling feature 

of the Flir One, however, is its price. 

Best guess at the moment is that it 

will be available in the UK in April at 

somewhere around £250 or less. 

Contact www.flirone.com

For anyone who isn’t completely sold 

on the ubiquitous touchscreen 

technology, Garmin’s latest GPSMAP 

820 and 1020 MFDs will come as a 

welcome sight. Their bright, clear 

conventional screens are in the 

traditional 4:3 format (rather than the 

16:9 widescreen layout), leaving plenty 

of space down the right hand side for a 

proper control panel – with an 

up-down-left-right tracker key, 

dedicated keys for major functions, 

and soft-keys for everything else. 

The larger 10in 1020 even boasts 

an alphanumeric keypad.

But they’re no throwbacks: they 

both include ‘dual-fuel’ GPS and 

Glonass receivers, have NMEA0183, 

NMEA2000 and Wi-Fi connectivity, 

and are compatible with BlueChart 

g2 and g2 Vision charts – giving the 

option of automatic route finding.

The XS versions of the 

820 and 1020 add built-in 

dual-frequency and chirp 

sonar with the newly 

introduced hi-def DownVü, 

and the option of adding the 

GCV 10 SideVü box.

Prices start at £1,750 for 

the 8in GPSMAP 820 and 

£1,850 for the 10in GPSMAP 

1020, with the XS models 

listed at £100 more. 

Contact www.garmin.co.uk
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Flir One slots 
on like an 
iPhone case 
and produces 
pictures in 
darkness, or 
through smoke 
and fog

Great form and function from Garmin’s latest

  



Aquapac 
Small 
Whanganui
Price £20

This well-known brand produces 

all manner of waterproof bags, 

protecting everything from your 

insulin pump to your iPad. The clip 

opens and seals with a simple twist of 

two levers. Functions are easy to use 

through the bag, although BlackBerry 

trackballs are slightly 

affected. It’s bigger 

than other pouches, it 

floats and also comes 

with a handy lanyard. 

Contact www.

aquapac.net

Features Waterproof, 

dust, sand and dirt proof

Suitable for Samsung Galaxy, 

BlackBerry, iPhone and most phones

Lifeproof
Price £69.95

A robust case in a surprisingly slim 

and lightweight package. It’s compact 

and was one of the easiest hard cases 

to open and close. The case consists 

of two interlocking plastic pieces, one 

with a durable plastic screen that still 

enables you to use the fingerprint 

scanner on an iPhone 5s. 

Contact www.johnlewis.com

Features Waterproof (2m), dirt, 

snow and shock proof

Suitable for Galaxy S3, S4, iPhone 

(5s, 5c, 5, 4s), iPod (4gen, 5gen)

Colours Red, brown, black, yellow, 

white, teal, pink, lime, blue

NEXT MONTH

iPad cases

Otterbox 
Preserver
Price £64.99

This rugged, protective case was a 

little stiff to snap on and off, but once 

your phone is safe inside it protects it 

and feels sturdy. The smooth plastic 

back is a little slippery when wet, but 

all functions work perfectly through 

the plastic. As with all the hard-shell 

cases, users must ensure the body is 

firmly clicked together. 

Contact www.otterbox.co.uk

Features Waterproof (2m), drop 

proof (6.6ft), scratch, dust proof

Suitable for Galaxy S4, 

iPhone 5, 5s

Colours Green, pink, grey, blue

Waterproof
phone
cases

From fl exi pouches to hard shells, we test 
them so your phone lives to see another day

Photos: Neil Singleton Words: Pippa Park

★★★★★

RATING

★★★★

RATING

★★★

RATING

  



Over Board
Price £18.75

There’s no point waterproofing your 

phone if it’s going to disappear into 

the depths once knocked overboard. 

Thankfully, this case will come bobbing 

straight back to the surface. This cover 

is essentially a strong waterproof bag 

with tactile and secure clips at the top. 

Not as protective as a hard case but 

cheaper, simple to use and comes with 

a neck lanyard.

Contact www.over-board.co.uk

Features Waterproof (6m), snow, 

dirt and sand proof

Suitable for all iPhones, 

Samsung Galaxy S4, BlackBerry 

Z10, Nokia Lumia

Colours Aqua, black

Armor-X Price ¤59.90

Thanks to a clever locking latch on the back 

of the Armor-X you can attach your phone 

to a grabrail or handlebar – ideal for filming. 

The case is rugged and rather bulky but its 

protection can’t be faulted. You’ll need to 

be a little firmer when using the 

touchscreen, which isn’t quite as sensitive 

as others. A good choice for active types.  

Contact www.armor-x.com

Features Waterproof (2m), dirt, snow 

and shock proof

Suitable for iPhone 5

LifeEdge
Price £74.99

Light, compact and with good grippy 

sides. LifeEdge also sells accessories 

including headphones, so you can 

remain connected, even underwater. 

Throw in a noise-cancelling mic for 

perfect call clarity, regardless of 

crashing waves, and you’ve got a 

slightly pricey but pretty perfect cover. 

Contact www.lifeedge.co.uk

Features Waterproof (2m), 

shockproof (1m), dirt, dust, 

snow and sand proof

Suitable for  iPhone 5, 5s 

Colours Black, grey, moss, aqua
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Aigle 
Goeland 
men’s boot
£55

This non-marking waterproof 

wellington boot is comfy, flexible and 

grippy. The natural rubber boots 

keep water out and are easy to slip 

on and off. The cotton inner and 

insole are fast-drying 

and add a spongy level 

of comfort. They’re a 

lot easier on the eye 

than most wellingtons 

and at £55 are a great 

buy. A good all-rounder 

that can be used on 

walks, in the garden 

and on the boat. 

Chantal Borciani

Contact www.

quba.com

This is a beautifully made action 

camera that is also very easy to use. 

Waterproof camera cases often fog 

up the lenses so the fact that this 

one is able to survive underwater up 

to 15m without a case is a big bonus. 

I particularly liked the streamlined 

design of the compact iON, which 

weighs just 142g. The large switches on 

top are ideal for boaters as they can be 

operated while wearing thick gloves. 

This model is Wi-Fi enabled so I was 

able to download an app and control 

the camera from my iPad, using it as 

the viewfinder. From here I could 

operate the camera, review video 

footage and change photo shooting 

modes remotely. 

iON provides software to quickly 

upload photos and video to its own site, 

but you can just as easily upload to 

your own social media site. The camera 

lens has an extreme super-wide 160° 

angle of vision, which is great for 

getting up close to the action. In photo 

mode it will shoot at either 5 or 12 

megapixels, capturing in either single 

frame, burst rate or time-lapse modes. 

There are various HD video modes, 

such as 720p or 1,080p but it will also 

capture at either 120 or 60 frames per 

second, allowing high-quality slow-

motion playback. You can film hours of 

uninterrupted footage by securing the 

camera to a guardrail with one of iON’s 

Camlock mounts. There are also loads 

of iON accessories for mountain bikers 

and skiers. The footage is great quality 

and colours are bright and vibrant, and 

it performs well in low light conditions. 

The images are perfect for viewing on 

your phone or in small size on your 

computer, but get a bit grainy when 

viewed on big screens. The battery is 

rechargeable and lasts up to two 

and a half hours, depending on your 

shooting mode. On the downside the 

built-in microphone doesn’t suppress 

wind noise so it’s hard to hear when 

you’re on the move. Overall it’s a great 

piece of kit – just remember to wash 

off any salt water after use. 

Lester McCarthy

Contact www.ioncamera.com

iON Air Pro 3 
waterproof action cam
£350

Gill Race 
Watch
£65

The beauty of 

this watch is in 

its simplicity. 

The buttons 

are a good size 

and clearly 

coloured, the screen 

is large enough so 

you’re not squinting to 

see the time and the flexible 

strap is hard wearing and comfortable. 

It’s water resistant to 30m and is built 

to withstand knocks, scrapes and most 

impacts. It has an alarm function, 

luminescent backlight and key-lock 

function and is good for easy, everyday 

use. The Race Watch comes in black, 

blue and red and though it doesn’t have 

all the bells and whistles of expensive 

timepieces, it is a well-priced present 

for a recreational boater. 

Pippa Park

Contact www.gillmarine.com

A cloth is just a cloth, right? 

Apparently not, according to Nick 

Gilley from Swipewipes.co.uk. If the 

name sounds familiar, that’s probably 

because you’ve seen it plastered on 

the side of his raceboat in the Cowes 

Torquay Cowes or one of the other 

gruelling offshore events. But as well 

as being a dogged competitor, Gilley 

is also obsessive about his boat’s 

appearance and has turned his 

passion for polishing into a business 

selling cleaning products for boats 

and cars. His latest offering is a soft 

and extremely absorbent microfibre 

yacht cloth, which he claims can hold 

more water than any other similar-

sized cloth on the market. 

It measures just 60x60cm but can 

hold a litre of water. At last year’s 

Southampton Boat Show he made a 

small fortune selling these cloths 

to fellow exhibitors, who found it 

was the quickest way to dry off 

their boats’ seats, windscreens, 

topsides and RIB tubes after every 

passing shower.

I picked one up just in time for 

the final wash down of the season on 

my Karnic 2250 and I have to say it 

did a great job, requiring far less 

wringing out than the usual artificial 

chamois leather. In fact it proved so 

handy that I have temporarily 

transferred it to my garage for the 

winter where it is now responsible 

for keeping my car and bike dry and 

shiny in the face of this interminable 

wet weather. 

Hugo Andreae

Contact www.swipewipes.co.uk

Yacht Cloth
£12

VALUE ★★★

RATING ★★★★

VALUE ★★★★

RATING ★★★★

VALUE ★★★★

RATING ★★★
VALUE ★★★★★

RATING ★★★★

Because the camera 
itself is waterproof 
it doesn’t require a 
separate casing

We put the latest kit through its paces 
TRIED&TESTED
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The Balearic islands of Ibiza, Mallorca 

and Menorca arguably form some of 

the best cruising waters in the world. 

Surrounded by deep water, plankton 

levels are relatively low thus creating 

crystal-clear water close to the coast 

and inland. Fresh seafood restaurants 

line quays and charming old towns with 

sandy coloured churches and 

whitewashed villas abound. 

The combination of sparkling sea, 

golden beaches, mouthwatering 

restaurants and idyllic coves is close to 

boating perfection. However, perfection 

often comes with a price and the 

island’s marinas can be an expensive 

place to keep a boat. So we opt to berth 

the boat on mainland Spain where 

moorings are cheaper and you are a still 

a 100-mile cruise from the Balearics. 

For the last five years, our home 

berth has been Sant Carles Marina on 

mainland Spain and we have thoroughly 

enjoyed the more Spanish way of life 

on this quieter coastline. We cruise out 

to the islands whenever we feel the urge 

and often enjoy an early-season cruise 

to Mallorca when the temperatures are 

hot but not scorching and the towns 

a little less busy with tourists. 

Sometimes we book into marinas, 

other times we just go and stay at 

anchor – there is usually somewhere 

safe and sheltered along the coast to 

anchor away from any wind. 

Swapping berths

Last year, we chose a different strategy 

– we booked ahead and based 

ourselves in a marina in the Balearics 

for six weeks. We researched berthing 

prices for our Princess 67, Jenny Wren, 

in both Mahon in Menorca and Alcudia 

in Mallorca. The quote for six weeks in 

Mahon was ¤3,200 (about £2,700) 

whereas Mallorca came in at ¤2,015 

(about £1,700). As the airport in Palma 

A base for
the Balearics
Does Med cruising have to break the bank? One owner 
makes some wise berthing choices in Spain and Mallorca

PRINCESS 67

Soller, on the northern coast 
of Mallorca, was a surprising 

treat with plenty of cafés

Jenny Wren at her 
berth in Alcudiamar 
Marina on Mallorca

is served by most UK airports and has a 

greater choice of daily flights we 

plumped for Alcudiamar Marina, on the 

north-east coast of Mallorca. 

My wife Mary and I often handle 

Jenny Wren on our own and last June 

the two of us made the crossing to our 

new temporary home on Mallorca. It 

was unusually windy so we decided to 

duck into the northern town of Soller. 

When visiting previously we had only 

anchored in the harbour but this time 

we moored at the marina and were able 

to explore the town itself. We stayed a 

Top tips from real boat owners in the MBY fl eet

HORIZON 60 PC
BLUE HORIZON
ALEC HAMMOND, The Bahamas

MBY ÕSFLEET
PRINCESS 67 
JENNY WREN 
MIKE ROTHERY, Sant Carles Marina, Spain

SUNSEEKER THUNDERHAWK 43 
RUTHLESS
GREG COPP, Port Solent, UK

SEARIDER 45 
FORMANDA
KIM HOLLAMBY, Haslar Marina, UK 

WINDY 37 
SEVO
HARRY METCALFE, 
Port Saint Jean, France

JEANNEAU CAP CAMARAT
KIPPER
JACK HAINES, Poole, UK

AQUASTAR EXPLORER 67
ROMA
BOB THOMAS, Port Solent, UK

FAIRLINE PHANTOM 48 
CORONA
KIERON WHITE, Ocean Village, UK

BOSTON WHALER 190 OUTRAGE
SEASCAPER II
LESTER McCARTHY, Hamble, UK

SELENE 47 
HIGH FLYER
TESSA TENNANT, Lymington, UK

NORDHAVN 46
ENVOY
DI & LAURIE CRANFIELD, Med

FAIRLINE SQUADRON 78
MATCH II
JOHN WOLF, Port Vauban, France

DUCHY 27
ALCHEMY
PHYLLIS ROCK, Yarmouth, UK

OURBOATS

NEXTMONTH
KARNIC BLUE WATER 2250 
BOHEMIAN GIRL
HUGO ANDREAE, Poole, UK

  



couple of days, enjoying the palm-

dotted squares, bustling waterfront and 

seafood restaurants. We could have 

spent much longer enjoying this lovely 

area but our first visitors were due to 

join us in Alcudia a few days later. 

A Mallorcan retreat

Hopping around the Mallorcan coast 

is blissfully easy and we pootled north 

at around 10 knots under a cloudless 

sky. Two or three hours later we were 

berthing up in Alcudiamar – our home 

for the next six weeks. Having checked 

out the marina we decided to upgrade 

to a 22-metre berth and after 

negotiating a discount, we ended up 

paying ¤2,200 (about £1,870) for the 

month of June. Extra days were charged 

at ¤140 (about £119) per day. All these 

prices included local taxes, electricity 

and unmetered water. 

Business taken care of we went to 

explore the town. Alcudia turned out to 

be delightful, with several excellent 

restaurants, a sweep of white beach 

and delightful esplanades. Everyone 

seems to speak English and it feels very 

much like a rather charming UK seaside 

resort, albeit with a lot nicer weather.

Alcudia turned out to be delightful, with 
excellent restaurants, a sweep of white 
beach and bustling esplanades The magical bay of 

Calobra, north-east of 
Soller – previously we 

hadn’t had time to visit

Jenny Wren arrives in 
Alcudia, Mallorca, for 
a six-week sojourn

However, the real pull of this island is 

the jaw-dropping scenery. Almost every 

bay we chose had a mountainous 

backdrop dotted with scented pines 

and maquis and sparkling clear water. 

On this north-east side of Mallorca the 

coast is made up of towering cliffs that 

plunge into deep water so you are often 

cruising just a few feet from rock. 

The island is wonderfully indented 

so there are plenty of coves to choose 

from, Calobra proving one of our 

favourite secluded spots. We spent 

most of our first week anchoring in 

turquoise bay after turquoise bay and 

returning to Alcudia at night to sample 

more of those excellent restaurants.

Menorca mini cruise

We had never had time to explore 

Menorca on our previous visits from 
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Sant Carles, but with our Mallorcan 

base we now had the flexibility and the 

time to visit properly. We set off on the 

short 35-mile trip to the west coast of 

Menorca, enjoying a gentle 10-knot 

cruise – life in the Med is all about 

taking your time and with everyone 

lounging on the pads and lapping up 

the rays we felt no need to rush. 

The forecast predicted warm, sunny 

and calm conditions for the week so we 

didn’t book into any marinas on 

Menorca and opted to bay hop and stay 

on anchor instead. For our first night we 

cruised past Ciutadella and headed 

round the north tip of Menorca to stop 

overnight in the clear waters of Cala de 

Algaiarens. Then we cruised around the 

island at leisure, taking in Fornells, 

Addaia and the conservation area and 

marine park near Es Grau. Every day 

we’d wake in a new blissful anchorage 

and take a quick dip in the 

kaleidoscopic waters before moving on. 

Euro sceptic?

On our final day of our mini cruise 

around Menorca, we reached Mahon 

and its winding waterfront. We stopped 

for lunch, taking a walk into the old 

town with its market and shaded 

squares. A couple of days later we 

would be striking for the Spanish 

mainland and our home in Sant Carles. 

It had been great to 

have a berth in the 

Balearics for a short 

while and it had given 

us the flexibility to 

really explore some of 

the islands without 

incurring the huge 

costs of keeping a boat there full time. 

It seems we might have found the best 

of both worlds with our new strategy. 

Keeping the boat on mainland Spain 

really works for us – it’s much more 

affordable, we can cruise to the islands 

for short trips and we can even drive 

our car out to Sant Carles from time to 

time to resupply the boat. An overnight 

ferry and a six-hour drive is all it takes 

to get there, which would not be 

possible if we berthed full-time on the 

islands. And, as last summer proved, 

you can get short-term berths for an 

extended stay. This year, we are 

planning another longer stay in 

Mallorca but this time will head to the 

south and the Cabrera National Park. 

But how does Spanish boating stack 

up compared to UK cruising you may 

well ask? Before buying our current 

Princess 67 we owned a Sealine T51, 

which we kept at Mercury Yacht 

Harbour on the River Hamble. In 2007, 

our berthing costs for a 15-metre boat 

were in excess of £10,500 per annum 

plus electricity. When we moved to the 

Med we chose to buy our berth on a 

30-year lease, but currently a 20-metre 

berth can be rented at Sant Carles 

Marina for about £7,000 a year, 

including electricity and water. It’s a big 

saving and we now enjoy sunny days on 

the water with a larger boat for less 

than the cost of berthing our smaller 

one in the UK. We enjoyed our time 

cruising the South Coast of the UK but 

the Mediterranean offers incredible 

weather, affordable cruising and a 

wonderful way of life. Mike Rothery

Another secluded  
anchorage near Alcudia

Their new Mallorcan 
base enabled Mike 

and his family to 
explore Menorca for 

this fi rst time

The deep calm waters of 
Calobra on Mallorca proved 
an ideal spot for swimming

Jenny Wren off the 
Mallorcan coast

With calm conditions forecast for the week we 
didn’t book into any marinas on Menorca and 
opted to bay hop and stay on anchor instead

  



A real-life contentious dispute – how do you secure the best outcome?
LEGALAID

Most boat owners understand the rules 

of the road when it comes to steering 

clear of sailing yachts or commercial 

vessels, but what about avoiding 

rowing boats on a river? Anybody who 

has navigated along the Thames will 

know just how disconcerting it can be 

to meet one of these low-slung racing 

skiffs skimming along the water in a 

relatively narrow channel. Ironically 

they may be travelling faster than you, 

but with long oars stuck out either side, 

a helm seat that faces backwards and a 

perilously low freeboard, they are also 

extremely vulnerable. 

In May 2010, in a non-tidal section of 

the River Thames there was a collision 

between a chartered river cruiser and a 

single racing skiff. The scull was struck 

on the starboard side by the bows of 

the much larger motor boat, which rode 

over the top of the low-slung craft. The 

solitary female rower was able to 

abandon her craft and scramble 

ashore, thankfully only with relatively 

minor injuries to show for it. However, 

the damage to the scull was extensive 

and she subsequently sued the insurers 

of the charter boat for physical and 

psychological injuries as well as 

damage to her boat. 

Who’s to blame when a rower strays into the path of a motor boat on a waterway? 

Row, row, row your boat...

WHAT THE LAW SAYS

The insurers contested the claim 

arguing that the cruiser was correctly 

positioned on the starboard side of the 

channel when the scull veered into its 

path. The case ended up at the High 

Court in London, with much of the 

debate focussed on which navigation 

rules applied on this non-tidal stretch of 

the river near Reading. 

At the time of the hearing, the parties 

had accepted that the Thames 

Navigation Licensing and General 

Byelaws 1993 applied. However, the 

Court refused to discount the 

International Regulation for the 

Prevention of Collisions at Sea 

(colregs), even though they usually 

relate to tidal zones. In fact, the wording 

states that the colregs apply “to all 

vessels upon the high seas and all 

waters connected therewith and 

navigable by seagoing ships”. 

This proved to be the pivotal factor in 

the case because of where the accident 

occurred near the centre of the fairway 

and a discrepancy in the wording 

between the local byelaws and the 

colregs. According to the byelaws, 

vessels should keep “to that side of the 

fairway or mid channel which lies on the 

vessel’s starboard side”. In contrast, the 

colregs provide under Rule 9a that 

vessels should keep “as near to the 

outer limit of the channel or fairway 

which lies on her starboard side as is 

safe and practical”. 

THE OUTCOME

The Court’s view was that the colregs 

should be accepted as setting out the 

most up-to-date ways of maintaining 

safe navigation and therefore should 

carry at least as much, if not more, 

importance than ancient local byelaws 

that do not necessarily reflect the 

needs of modern river users. In fact, the 

colregs state that local byelaws need to 

conform as closely as possible to the 

regulations, while the byelaws state 

that, “Nothing in Byelaws 27 to 42 shall 

exonerate the master of any vessel… 

from the neglect of any precaution 

which may be required by the ordinary 

practice of seamen”. 

The court found in favour of the 

rower, surmising that the claimant was 

an experienced rower, had been 

maintaining a correct position down her 

side of the fairway, and had brought the 

scull to a virtual stop before looking 

round to see if it was safe to cross the 

river back to the rowing club. This 

necessitated a 45˚ turn to cross the 

defendant’s course to the bank. The 

court noted that the claimant was 

sitting in a rear-facing position but 

accepted that she turned her head over 

alternating shoulders every three to five 

rowing strokes to ensure her passage 

was clear. The court also accepted that 

there is a blind spot directly behind the 

rower, which means she did not see the 

river cruiser coming until too late. 

Despite this, the court decided that 

the river cruiser’s skipper had not been 

navigating as far as practicable on the 

starboard side of the channel but was 

more towards the centre of the river 

and the lookout was such that he did 

not see the scull until shortly before the 

collision. The court concluded that he 

was liable for the collision.

LESSONS LEARNT

Most MBY readers are already familiar 

with the colregs and apply them on 

rivers as well as at sea but the case is 

a salutary reminder of the care that 

needs to be taken in narrow, restricted 

waters. It also sets a precedent that 

it will no longer be enough to adhere 

to local byelaws. 

In the meantime, those using 

non-tidal rivers should ensure that 

they navigate as far over to the right-

hand side of the river bank as possible 

without running the risk of the boat 

going aground.  

The case ended up at the High Court, where 
the Court refused to discount the colregs, even 
though they usually relate to tidal zones

*The names and boat details may have been changed in this story

Rachel Addinall is a solicitor at 

Keates Ferris in London. She 

specialises in marine law including 

contracts, collisions and 

VAT advice. Contact 

+44 (0)207 3978430 

Email Rachel.addinall@

keatesferris.com
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Text & photos Greg Copp

 T
he middleweight 

sportscruiser category  

is a hugely popular 

sector of the market.  

The combination of 

sporty styling, lively 

performance and comfortable 

accommodation makes these craft  

an enticing proposition to boaters  

both in the Med and the UK. 

Buy a smaller boat and you’ll 

struggle to find the space and 

seakeeping needed for serious cruising, 

go larger and you risk losing the agile 

responses that make helming such fun. 

Stick to the 37-47ft sector, though, and 

you can enjoy the best of both worlds. 

With so many makes and models to 

choose from in this richly populated 

area of the market, buyers can also get 

some very good deals when buying 

second-hand. The other big bonus of 

buying a second-hand boat is that 

unlike a new build, it could be yours in a 

matter of days. With the weather and 

economy as fickle as it is, that could 

make the difference between a 

fabulous summer of boating and a 

frustrating six months spent waiting for 

your boat to be built while the sun beats 

down on a mirror calm sea.

With a nominal budget of £100,000 

to £150,000 we set out to find our ideal 

boat. The parameters were clear; we 

wanted a top-quality boat in good 

condition with the seakeeping, 

exhilarating ride, style and reliability to 

rival a brand new boat but at a fraction 

of the price. From the pristine Atlantis 

39 to a keenly priced Fairline and 

sporty, stylish Sunseeker, we found we 

were spoilt for choice.

Buyers can get some great deals in this sector of 
the market and fnd top-quality boats with a 
winning mix of space, style and performance

Fast track to fun
How much sportscruiser can you get for under £150k? We fnd some very tempting buys

Our Market Expert  
Greg Copp
Email: gregory_copp@ipcmedia.comWhat to look for aboard the best used boats 

usedboat

  



 H
aving a limited budget 

to spend doesn’t mean 

settling for a limited size 

of craft as this stunning 

Sunseeker Camargue 

47 proves. Larger and 

flasher than our other two boats, and 

powered by ‘proper’ shaftdrive engines, 

it nevertheless falls comfortably into 

our price bracket thanks to being a few 

years older than our other pair. 

Built between 1995 and 1999, the 

Camargue 47 was part of Sunseeker’s 

foray into big Med sportscruisers as 

opposed to the Hawk range of glorified 

sportsboats. Like its slimmer siblings 

though, it still benefitted from a Don 

Shead designed deep-vee hull and the 

seakeeping that goes with it. 

During its build there were two main 

engine options on offer; the 435hp 

Caterpillar 3208s or the 430hp Volvo 

TAMD73Ps. Very few 47s on the market 

had Volvos installed so it’s no surprise 

that this example has twin Cats. These 

big V8s will push the Camargue to 

around 33 knots. It comes at a price 

though; cruising at 25 knots you’ll get 

around 1mpg compared to almost 

2mpg from the sterndrive Targa 37. 

These engines have 1,100 hours 

logged but this shouldn’t pose a 

problem provided they have been 

serviced on a regular basis. This 

example has clearly been cherished; 

the glossy gel-coat and bright white 

cockpit upholstery look remarkably 

fresh. The dinette to port seats six with 

a wet-bar and ice box opposite. There’s 

even a small tender garage under the 

sunpads, although the current owners 

have fitted davits for a larger 2.7-metre 

tender, leaving the garage free as a 

massive storage bin. And unlike far too 

many modern sportscruisers, the side 

decks are wide enough and the 

guardrails high enough to walk safely 

and easily along them. 

Below decks the cream leather 

settee and cherry joinery still looks 

pristine. The only clue to the boat’s true 

age is the cathode ray television hidden 

in cupboards over the galley. 

Aft you get a double mid cabin under 

the cockpit sole and an ensuite with full 

standing headroom, although there 

isn’t a separate cubicle just a pull-out 

‘rose on a hose’. The forward master 

cabin has a decent double island berth 

and an ensuite with that all important 

separate shower cubicle.

Large shaftdriven sportscruisers 

have their pros and cons. The low price, 

great seakeeping and simple set-up 

count in their favour, while the higher 

fuel costs don’t. It is a question of 

priorities, but however you look at it, 

this is a lot of boat for your money. 

Contact www.ancasta.com

Sunseeker Camargue 47
1998 £135,000 DATA FILE

Model Sunseeker Camargue 47

Type Twin-cabin four-berth 

sportscruiser

Berths Four

Cabins Two

Hull type Planing 

RCD category B (for 14 people)

Used prices from £120,000

Length overall 

48ft 7in (14.80m) 

Beam 

13ft 5in (4.09m)

Draught 

3ft 3in (1.00m)

Displacement 

13 tonnes (dry)

Fuel capacity 300 gals (780 litres)

Water capacity 80 gals (364 litres)

Performance 33 knots with 435hp 

Caterpillar 3208s (estimated)

The late 90s were a golden 

era for Sunseeker. The 

Camargue’s race-bred hull 

and distinctive low-cut 

styling still appeal to today’s 

used-boat buyers

Stacks of room in 
the cockpit including 
a big sunpad

One of the benefi ts of buying 
a larger, older boat is the 
generous space below decks

Though a little dated,
the high-gloss joinery 
is very high quality
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 L
aunched in 1996, the 

Fairline Targa 37 went on to 

become an iconic boat. It 

was ahead of its time then 

and 18 years on its styling 

still looks fresh today. 

Designed by Bernard Olesinski, the 

Targa 37 has one of the great variable 

deep-vee hulls on which this brand’s 

reputation was built. 

The example we looked at has the 

most desirable engine option of twin 

260hp Volvo KAD44s on Duoprop 

sterndrives, giving it a top speed of 

around 37 knots. There are however 

plenty of Targa 37s around with the 

smaller 230hp Volvo KAD43s. There’s 

nothing wrong with this set-up and the 

top speed of 33 knots is adequate for 

most cruising needs but in our view it’s 

a waste of this hull’s full potential. 

This particular boat has been very 

well maintained. The deep blue gel-coat 

still has a glossy lustre which many 

younger boats would struggle to match. 

All the covers and upholstery are in 

perfect condition and the thick cockpit 

teak still has plenty of life left in it. 

Internally the boat has been equally 

well cared for, even if the blue and white 

check upholstery now looks a little 

dated. A few hundred pounds spent 

reupholstering the seats and replacing 

the blue worktops in the galley would 

add a more contemporary look to what 

is still a very usable layout. 

One thing we have noticed on some 

Targa 37s in the past is light cracking in 

the joinery around the doors as a result 

of over enthusiastic use in rough 

weather. However, there was no sign of 

this on board this boat.

Helm ergonomics are superb. All the 

instruments are easy to read and unlike 

many new boats there is a proper chart 

table. However, in a big sea you may 

need to stand to get a good view over 

the bow. The low windscreen enables 

you to look over the top of it when 

standing but it does mean enduring a 

certain amount of wind and spray in 

your face in a lively head sea. 

This boat has a powerful Sleipner 

bow thruster, which may well have been 

retrofitted. Engine access is a squeeze 

on all Targa 37s, which is the price for 

having two long engines and a decent 

sized mid-cabin. The forward cabin has 

the usual double island berth layout, full 

standing headroom but no ensuite 

access to the heads.

Built at a time when the primary 

focus of sportscruisers was the driving 

experience rather than the space below 

decks, the Targa 37 makes a great 

second-hand buy. This is one of the last 

of the 236 boats built and its condition 

and price are seriously tempting. 

Contact www.ancasta.com

FairlineTarga 37
2000 £109,950 DATA FILE

Model Fairline Targa 37

Type Twin-cabin four-berth 

sportscruiser

Berths Four

Cabins Two

Hull type Planing 

RCD category B (for 10 people)

Used prices from  £100,000

Length overall 

37ft 11in (11.57m) 

Beam 

11ft 7in (3.54m)

Draught 

3ft 2in (0.97m)

Displacement 

8.45 tonnes (dry)

Fuel capacity 140 gals (637 litres)

Water capacity 60 gals (273 litres)

Performance 36 knots with 260hp 

Volvo KAD44s (estimated) 

This is a driver’s boat first and foremost, 

made all the more interesting by having 

the more powerful KAD44 engine option. 

Styled ahead of its time, it can still cut it 

compared to its modern counterparts

For a 14-year-old boat 
the cockpit seats are 
in perfect condition

Internally this boat was 
faultless though some 
may choose to update 
the check upholstery

The galley on the 
Targa is compact 
but functional

  



 T
here is nothing better 

than a back-to-back 

comparison. We were 

casting an eye over the 

stern of the Atlantis 

minutes after leaving the 

Targa 37. A decade separates the design 

of these two boats, though to the 

Targa’s credit you would not think so. 

Nevertheless once you step aboard the 

Atlantis you can’t help but be 

impressed by its stylish Italian lines. 

Launched in 2005, this 2006 model 

is one of the first built. Powered by 

310hp Volvo D6s on DPH sterndrives it 

should come close to matching the 35 

knots we achieved in our original 

February 2006 test. Like most boats in 

this class it has a variable-vee hull with 

a transom deadrise angle of 16º 

sharpening to 22º amidships. On test it 

accelerated quickly, turned tightly and 

showed no tendency to slam. It is a bit 

beamier than the Fairline Targa though 

and offers more space below decks. 

A well-designed, practical craft, the 

teak-capped steps lead up to 9in-wide 

side decks and the tall guardrails, 

making crewing unusually painless for a 

boat of this type. Engine access is 

nothing short of superb too. The whole 

aft section of the cockpit lifts up on 

rams at the press of a button enabling 

you to jump down between the engines. 

Designed by naval architect Michael 

Peters, this boat certainly has the driver 

in mind. The dash is tall and clear and 

all the instruments are in your line of 

sight. However, we have two criticisms; 

the lack of anywhere flat to put a chart 

and the need to stand to get a clear 

view forward in rough weather.

The cockpit layout is great with a 

wet-bar and griddle forward of a large 

circular seating area whose circular 

petal table opens out in three 120º 

sections. A wide single sunpad opposite 

the helm lets someone else stretch out 

beside you, with another two sunbed 

cushions on the foredeck.

Below decks two ensuite cabins 

cater for overnighting guests. The 

forward cabin is the pick of the pair with 

6ft 3in of headroom, a 6ft 4in double 

berth and big ensuite. The aft cabin, 

though limited in headroom and with a 

slightly shorter berth, still benefits from 

its own small ensuite – a luxury which 

few boats in this class can match. 

As a self-confessed Targa man, I 

have to admit I was very pleasantly 

surprised by the Atlantis. This is a 

modern craft in pristine condition with 

the latest common-rail injected engines 

and a superb balance of space and 

performance. At a reduced price of 

£125,000 it also looks extremely good 

value. If I was in the market to buy one 

of these three boats, this would be my 

choice. Contact www.ancasta.com

Atlantis 39
2005 £124,950 DATA FILE

Model Atlantis 39

Type Twin-cabin 4 berth 

sportscruiser

Berths Four

Cabins Two

Hull type Planing 

RCD category B (for 12 people)

Used prices from £125,000

Length overall 

39ft 4in (12.00m) 

Beam 

12ft 9in (3.90m)

Draught 

3ft 8in (1.13m)

Displacement 8 tonnes (dry)

Fuel capacity 171 gals (780 litres)

Water capacity 56 gals (250 litres)

Performance 35 knots with 

310hp Volvo D6s (MBY test 

February 2006)

The Atlantis is five years 

younger than the Targa 37 

and is awash with stylish 

details. Powerful but 

economical 310hp Volvo D6 

engines are also a boon

The rear infi ll creates a 
stylish horseshoe effect

Not the largest of galleys 
but very neat and clean
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BROUGHT TO YOU FROM THE THE PUBLISHERS OF:

Visit ybw-boatsforsale.com

 Your boat online in minutes

 Enhance your listing  

 Instant reports

 Competitive price

Selling your boat
just got easier

List your boat from only £9.99

  



To see full listings please visit www.bateswharf.com - new and used boats

SHOWROOMS: Chertsey KT16 8LG 01932 571141 • Poole BH15 4AF 01202 679421 • Eastbourne BN23 5QF 01323 470066

Sessa C52 - 2009 £499,950
• Twin Volvo D12 (2x800hp) shaft engines. Circa 120hrs.

• Maintained & valeted on a monthly contract.

• One owner from new. 

 Hampshire

Fairline Phantom 40 - 2005 £195,000
• Twin Volvo TAMD63 diesel shaft engines.

• 4/6 Berths in 3 Cabins. • Onan generator.

• Eberspacher Cabin Heatin. 

 Eastbourne

Bayliner 285 - 2009 £69,995
• Mercruiser 350 MAG 300hp petrol engine

• One owner from new. • Generator.

• Air Con w/reverse cycle heating.

REDUCED Chertsey

Sessa C35 - 2008 £139,950
• Twin Volvo Penta D4 260 HP diesel engines

• Circa 248 hrs. • One owner from new.

• Annually Serviced.

 Spain

Monterey 315 SCR - 2008 £77,950
• Twin Volvo Penta EVC D3 190 HP diesel engines

• Circa 175hrs. • Bow thruster.

• Two double berths

 Poole

Sessa C35 - 2012 £250,000
• Twin Volvo D4 260 DP 512hp stern drive engines.

• One owner from new. • Circa 20hrs use!!

• Full luxury bedding package, unused.

 Chertsey

Fairline Phantom 40 - 2003 £185,950
• Caterpillar 3126 420hp diesel engines.

• Circa 240 hrs • Two owners from new.

• Zodiac dinghy & Yamaha 8hp O/B.

  Eastbourne

Pikmeer Kruiser 12.50 £245,000
• Vetus Deutz DT66 diesel engine on shaft.

• Bow & stern thrusters. • Heating, washing machine.

• Lovingly maintained & valeted. 

 Chertsey

Island Packet 44 - 2007 £299,950
• Yanmar 75hp Diesel Engine.

• Originally Commissioned August 2007.

• Long Keel, Wheel steerng. • Inmast mainsail                                                      

 Eastbourne

Oyster 56 - 1998 £485,000
• Yanmar 110hp Diesel Engine (New in 2008)

• A serious Blue Water Cruiser. • Well maintained.

• New sails & Raymarine electronics 2012.

 Eastbourne

FAIRLINE TARGA 38 

OPEN
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Brighton        01273 697777
Chichester       02392 637466
Conwy       01492 580001
Dartmouth       01803 834864
Hamble River     02380 454115
Ireland North    02890 811270

Lymington       01590 671381
Newcastle       01912 729086
Plymouth       01752 605377
Pwllheli       01758 701222
Swansea       01792 465550

working together for you
NETWORK YACHT BROKERS

Network Yacht Brokers is the longest established group 
of independent Yacht Brokers in the UK & Ireland. We 
have 11 offi ces in prime waterside locations with an 
oustanding track record in both sail & power craft sales.  

Over 400 boats listed for sale with new listings and 
buyers added to our databases daily. Working together 
we can fi nd you the boat you’ve been looking for.

Over 400 boats listed & ready to view

Visit: networkyachtbrokers.com 
Call: One of our 11 Offi ces

Visit NYB online

£42,950  Call Brighton £159,950 Call Plymouth £105,000    Call Conwy £59,950    Call Conwy 

Hardy Seawing 277 - 1998 Broom 38 - 1998 Jeanneau Prestige 36 - 2004 Beneteau Antares 9 - 2006

£225,000   Call Dartmouth £395,000    Call Chichester £37,950   Call Ireland North £24,500       Call Pwllheli

Jeanneau Prestige 46 - 2007 Azimut 55 - 2006 Monterey 250 Diesel - 2005 Malibu 23 - 2006             

£24,950     Call Pwllheli £17,950    Call Plymouth £21,900   Call Newcastle

€487,000   Call Hamble £39,000 Call Swansea

Chaparral 260 - 2000 Beneteau Antares 620 Ocqueteau 645 - 2002

Adagio 480 Europa - 2008 Maxum 3000SCR - 2000
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Aquastar 430’

3 distinguished NEW 

models, 430 - 49’ and 

570- for 2014. Unique, 

thoroughly seaworthy, 

motor yachts, fore and aft 

cabin.  En-suite +mid cabin. 

Exterior deck space with 

aft cover fexibility, BBQ, 

bow and stern thrusters, 

stabilizers for the best 

comfort at sea.  Heating, air 

con, hydraulic passerelle, 

tender lift.  Washing 

machine, heated towel 

rails, satellite dish.Bespoke 

interiors. Come and see our 

craft in build.  Unmatched 

quality.  Great looking crafts.  

Competitive prices.  

Boat   Ref Year Price  Vat Lying

Explorer 74’ New listing. 980 2002  €995,000.00  V.A.T paid Mediterranean

57’ Aquastar  1037 2011 £849,000.00 V.A.T paid  Balearics 

48’ Aft Cabin dinette layout 1012  2007  £455,000.00  V.A.T paid  Guernsey 

44’ Aquastar Nelson  882  1994  €130,000.00   Beaulieu Sur Mer 

Boat   Ref Year Price  Vat  Lying

38’ Aquastar Aft Cabin  911 1997 £89,950.00 Ex V.A.T   Guernsey 

38’ Aft Cabin  942 1999 £118,000.00 V.A.T paid  Hamble 

33’ Aquastar Aft Cabin    783    1990  £68,000.00 V.A.T paid  East Coast 

48’ Aquastar mid cabin layout 1020 2007 £455,000.00 V.A.T paid  Mediterranean

For further details please contact: 

Aquastar Ltd, Ocean Yard, Bulwer Avenue, St Sampsons, Guernsey, Channel Islands, GY2 4LE.

Tel + 44 (0)1481 244550 Email: aquastar@guernsey.net Website www.aquastar.gg

We have regular movement on our Brokerage list.  Please phone us for latest information. Should you be 

interested in any of the above or other crafts we would be pleased to send you details. E&OE

A SELECTION OF THE BROKERAGE AVAILABLE

Aquastar 570’

James Dickens Marine Ltd

Tel: + 44 (0) 2380 841100   Mob: 07733 886018   Email: sales@jamesdickensmarine.com

12 Shamrock Way, Hythe Marina Village, Southampton SO45 6DY

www.jamesdickensmarine.com   

Aquastar 118 1998

2 x Volvo 306’s , Lots of kit Solid boats see videowalk on

website.  Ashore Hythe £65,000

Broom 39 KL & 39 2+2 2004 and 2005

2both Yanmar boats

creat Cruisers , see website £179,000 & £195,000

1996 Aquastar 33

aft cabin, STUNNING ORDER

2 x Perkins 225hp solid boat see web  £82,000.

Broom 450 2006

2 x D9 superb specifcation inc Sat TV

see vieo on website. Beautiful. £348.000

2004 Nordwest 390

2 x D6 310’s Stunning boat. Ashore Hythe Just polished etc,

see website. £179,000 Offers considered

Nimbus 320 & 280 WE HAVE SEVERAL.

Great boats see website from £59,000+

2008 Broom 395

FIRST to market , just listed

see website for price and  details Stunning

2005  Elling E3

beautiful craftsmanship, low fuel burn

Must be seen. see website £280,000

2001 White Fairline Phantom 38

Try some serious ofers on £139,000 ashore Hythe

2002 Searanger 48

such a seaboat, wonderful throughout

Must be viewed, see website £248,000

Sealine F33 2003

 2 x 200 Volvo Diesels (41’s) good spec.see website

afoat Hythe £88,950 

Riva Superamerica. 50

Riva Superamerica. 50 Iconic and re-furbished

needs looking at ! great value,  big boat  £99,000 

Over 30 years experience helping buyer and seller alike, visit our award winning website!
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Craft for sale
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� 7Zin ���Kp <anmar �6< 'iesel enJines

� )ull ranJe oI 5aymarine &Kart plotter� 5aGar� $utopilot (tc�

� %oZ 7Kruster � )isKer PanGa *enerator ��N: � )ully retractaEle

Passerelle � )ully retractaEle poZer recoil electric sKore caEle

� +yGraulic EatKinJ platIorm � )our $ir &onGition 8nits serYinJ all

caEins � *alley 	 6aloon reIriJerators � ,ce 0aNer 	 )ree]er unit�

� :asKer 'ryer 0acKine � 79 7racYision

� Plus many extra specifcations

� %ertK aYailaEle to purcKase or rent in Port 9auEan

LoFaWeG in AnWiEeV� SoXWh oI FranFe

�������� incl� Yat o�n�o�
��� ��� ���� ��� ��� or ��� ��� ���� ��� ���

(�mail� Yi]or#poplars�Naroo�co�uN

%ROO0 5� 0
%X i O W �00�

SUNSEEKER MANHATTAN 62;

1999; GOOD CONDITION; TWIN MTU 850; AIRCON;
LYING GIBRALTAR; OWNER ILL, WISHES QUICK SALE;

£210,000 (NO VAT);

euan@sunnyspain.org; 0034699381510

FOR SALE
Rhea 850 Timonier

���� ± � EertK� � x <anmar %<���
Giesels� sKaIt GriYe ± max �� N�

cruisinJ �����N ±
�� enJine Krs approx ±

)ull options� %oZtKruster� 5aGar�
$utopilot� *P6 ��´ plotter� )isK
fnGer� &ocNpit tent� %atKinJ
platIorm� +eatinJ �

ProtecteG stern Jear GesiJneG to
taNe tKe JrounG � EeautiIul conGition�
/yinJ 6outK &oast� �������� ono

1ortK 6ea 0aritime
� 0oE ����� ��� ���

(� inIo#nortKseamaritime�com
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craft forn sale

berths moorings & storage

boat share

surveys

engines inboard/outboard

yacht tenders

insurance

boat names

engine parts
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2012 Fairline Targa 50

One owner with twin Volvo D9s
Mega Spec includes

Crew cabin, air con,gen, passarelle, cockpit shade, Bose, griddle,
dishwasher, freezer, washer, Garmin pack, mood/underwater lights,

Williams 325 tender launch.
List New £870k. Accept £550k.

Call John 07771 882226 Email john@addpeople.co.uk

BERTH TO LET. Premier marina
Gosport. Up to 50ft. 25% discount on
marina rate.
Tel: 02392 462 421 Mob: 07803 616 901

1/3 SHARE IN W indy 28 Ghibli
To be based BayofStTropez

Interested? CallM alcolm :07860 292221
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WIN A PORTRAIT OF YOUR BOAT
Every NEW quote will be entered into our

FREE PRIZE DRAW
Closing date 31st August 2014

11 Tower View, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent ME19 4UY. Haven Knox-Johnston is a trading name of Amlin Underwriting Services Limited. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Together we’ve got it covered
Call now on 01732 223 650 or visit www.boatinsure.co.uk

SPECIALIST BOAT INSURANCE

An Amlin Group Company
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insurance
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situations wamted

propellers

For
information

on
advertising
your

business
or

Services in
Motorboat
& Yachting
Please call
the team
on 0203
148 2001

PROPELLER REPAIRS & sales by the
UK’s leading propeller specialist. Prop
repairs in 3 days. New props available
from stock. Contact Steel Developments.
Tel 020 8874 7059
www.steeldevelopments.co.uk

CAPTAIN /ENGINEER of UK origin

seeking position on private non

commercial motoryacht,based in South

of France,good pastexperience,fexible

on term s.E:hamileng99@ gmail.com

Tel-0033-699818530
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charter & hiretransport

�

Sole UK & Ireland Distributor for LEHR Propane Outboards.

>ĞĂĚŝŶŐ ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚŽƌ ĨŽƌ ^ĞĂ^ƚĂƌ ^ŽůƵƚŝŽŶƐ ;ĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ dĞůĞĨůĞǆ DĂƌŝŶĞ� ŚǇĚƌĂƵůŝĐ ƐƚĞĞƌŝŶŐ� >ĞĐƚƌŽƚĂď ƚƌŝŵ ƚĂďƐ� 'ůĞŶĚŝŶŶŝŶŐ ĐŽŶƚƌŽůƐ� �ĂďůĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ™ Θ ,ŽƐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ™

Tel. 01590 681445

Email. info@hypromarine.com

Web. www.lehruk.com

LIFE6T<LE C+ARTER6 was

established to provide a quality service

to motor yacht owners and charter

clients alike. Having had two charter

companies over the last 17 years in

Mallorca we have the knowledge to help

in all aspects of chartering, maintaining

and selling of Yachts. We offer a wide

range of Luxury Motor Yachts both

skippered or bareboat.

Tracey Furness and her team look forward to seeing you this year and

making all your charter dreams come true.

New to the fleet this year FAIRLINE TARGA 38 (2014) book now to

avoid delays

For our full charter portfolio please visit our web site

www.lifestyle-charters.com

Contact: (+34) 610 367 716 (+34) 971 675 035

info@lifestyle-charters.com

Local 4, Ctra. Andratx 31, Portal Nous, Calvia,

07181, Mallorca, Spain  
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BERTH FOR SALE
MDL Hamble Point Marina

impressive 22 x 8 metre

hammerhead berth

PICTURESQUE HAMBLE RIVER LOCATION

£175,000 GBP WITH OFFERS INVITED
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 B
efore I started working on luxury 

charter boats in the seychelles, I 

had a job as a crew member on a 

local supply vessel. It was an 

ageing 55ft goods ferry which took 

food, drink and other supplies from 

the main island of mahé to one of 

the small island resorts on the 

outer fringes of the seychelles archipelago. 

We’d done the run hundreds of times before 

without any problems. most of the time the islands 

enjoy a settled climate but between December and 

march the monsoon season brings occasional bouts 

of wet and windy weather. on this occasion the wind 

had been blowing quite hard for most of the preceding 

day and although it wasn’t raining when we set off at 

2pm the sea was already stirred up. 

For the first three hours everything went to plan but 

as time went on the waves got bigger and bigger. now 

when we crested the top of each wave we could see 

the anchor lifting off its mounts before crashing back 

down on to the foredeck. It was too dangerous to 

clamber forward to restrain it, but the continual 

pounding was taking its toll. After a while it wasn’t just 

the anchor lifting but the entire deck. The join between 

the hull and the deck had started to give way, allowing 

water to force its way into the gap. We called base to 

let them know what was happening and went below to 

see how bad things were. We were shipping a lot of 

water and the bilge pump was struggling to keep up, 

then an even bigger wave hit the boat, separating the 

deck from the hull so completely that we could see 

clear air between them. We were fighting a losing battle 

and the skipper immediately put out a mayday call. 

We pushed on as best we could until the water 

swamped the engine and killed all our electrics. We 

were 6nm from the nearest island and daylight was 

fading fast. The three of us huddled together in the 

wheelhouse as the boat settled lower in the water. We 

already had our lifejackets on but the only liferaft was 

a hard foam platform rather than an inflatable, so we 

clung to the ship as long as we dared, clambering on 

to the roof of the wheelhouse before finally abandoning 

ship when it sank at around 6.30pm. We’d managed to 

put our mobile phones in plastic bags and grabbed a 

box of flares and a couple of bottles of lemonade 

STEVEN VITAL: On what should have been a routine delivery trip, waves swamp a 
boat in the Seychelles and the crew have to take to a liferaft and await rescue

I was shipwrecked
    I’ll never forget the day...

At one point we heard a plane overhead but with no fares 
or torch to guide them in, we were getting desperate 

No fares, no PLB and only 
a basic raft to cling to as 
the waves pushed the crew 
ever further out to sea

email us your story. we’ll pay £100 

for any we use! mby@ipcmedia.com 

before taking to the liferaft but that was it. We knew 

from our snatched telephone calls that two rescue 

boats had been sent out from both mahé and Praslin 

islands but there was still no sign of them when 

darkness fell at 7.15pm. 

We let off one of the parachute flares but before we 

could fire any more a wave swept the rest of the box 

overboard and there was no way any of us were going 

to risk letting go of the liferaft to retrieve it. luckily the 

water was warm enough to prevent hypothermia 

setting in but the real worry was how long we could 

hold out against the storm and battering waves. 

The current was sweeping us further and further 

out to sea and every now and then a larger wave would 

break over the raft, bundling us into the sea and 

forcing us to use up precious energy scrambling back 

on. At one point we heard a plane overhead but with 

no flares or torch to guide them in, we were getting 

desperate. Eventually we spotted a searchlight on the 

horizon but it was clear they couldn’t see us. By now 

two of our three phone batteries had died and the last 

one was running low, but when we picked up a weak 

signal some bright spark managed to relay the call to 

the skipper of the rescue boat whose searchlight we 

could see. As he swept the light across the horizon we 

told him when it was pointing at us and by following 

the path of the beam we led him towards our position. 

When he finally picked us up, some 21 miles from the 

main island, I just had enough power left in my phone 

to send my mum a text before the battery died. 

I took a couple of weeks rest to recover but I wasn’t 

going to let the experience put me off boats for good. 

We take a fairly relaxed attitude to life in the seychelles 

and I guess this wasn’t my time. I’m now training to be 

a Yachtmaster charter skipper so that I can work on 

some rather more comfortable – and hopefully more 

seaworthy – craft!
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