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1 DROUGHT ON THE WEST 
COAST. The escalating drought 
(three years and running) and 
increasing battles over access 
to water for wineries up and 
down the entire West Coast were 
big news this year. Grape yields 
were down considerably as well, 
although some contest grape 
quality is actually up. 

2  THE ONGOING IMPACT OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE. Drought 
wasn’t the only aberrant natural 
obstacle this year for vintners. 
Heat waves in Italy, Austria, 
Germany and others, plus an 
early and erratic season in 
California, show that extreme 
weather shift s are a modern 
vintner’s Achilles heel.

3  THE INCREASING IMPORTANCE 
OF CROWD-FUNDING IN WINE. 
Sites like Kickstarter and 
Indiegogo have been helping 
small business get a foothold 
for years, but Naked Wines, 
Fundovino, Cruzu and Seedrs  
gained noticeable momentum 
in the wine space. That means 
small producers and businesses 
actually have a chance to launch 
in a famously expensive industry.

4 SOCIAL MEDIA BECOMES WINE’S 
TOP CONVERSATION PLATFORM. 
Following travel and dining 
trends, wine went seriously 
social this year, with Twitter 
hashtags like #wineoclock 
gaining hundreds of thousands 
of entries . Winemakers, 
sommeliers and bloggers also 
aggressively engaged followers, 
using Instagram to  showcase 
vineyards, bottles and more.

5  BALANCED WINES TAKE 
AMERICA. A taste for higher acid, 
lower alcohol wines inspired 
domestic producers to follow 
suit, especially in California, 
where the taming of alcohol and 
oak, despite the warm vintages, 
was a focus. The popularity 
of dry whites (Sauvignon Blanc, 
Grüner Veltliner) and crisp reds 
(Pinot Noir, Cabernet Franc) 
drove overall domestic and 
international wine purchases 
as well.

6  SOMMELIERS REACH CELEB 
STATUS. Personality-driven 
wine lists , wine-driven TV 
shows and movies featuring 
wine-list gatekeepers, plus an 
unprecedented sourcing in the 
media of “somm opinions”…all 
escalated this year, indicating 
a growing following for wine 
personalities in America. 

7 MOBILE WINE APPLICATIONS 
TAKE OFF. Apps like Hello Vino, 
Vivino and others proved this 
year that wine lovers want to 
learn about, and buy, wine on 
their mobile devices. In August, 
CNBC reported that up to 36 
percent of U.S. consumers were 
using apps to check prices and 
reviews before wine purchases.

8 SPARKLING SHOWS NO SIGNS OF 
STOPPING. Studies  reveal that 
around a third of U.S. sparkling 
wine drinkers, or 18 million 
Americans, now drink sparkling 
wine at least once a week. 
This includes Italian Prosecco 
(a frontrunner), California 
sparkling, Champagne and 
Spanish Cava, among others. 

9 DRY PREMIUM ROSÉ REMAINS 
HOT. Elegant bottlings from 
France lead the pack in our 
growing taste for the pink stuff, 
with new products on shelves 
across the country proving its 
versatility is resonating with 
wine drinkers (of both genders) 
everywhere.

10 AU NATUREL IS NATURAL. More  
available, more popular and 
more geographically diverse 
than ever, natural wines 

(generally agreed to be made 
from grapes certifi ed organic 
or biodynamic, and fermented 
with indigenous yeasts) follow 
the “farm-to-table” trends in 
food, and show that American 
palates are becoming ever more 
adventurous.

THE TOP 10 WINE STORIES OF 2015

Apps like Hello Vino, 
Vivino and others 

proved this year that 
wine lovers want 

to learn about, and 
buy, wine on their 
mobile devices.

The trends that most impacted the wine world this year.
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ADAM STRUM 
EDITOR & PUBLISHER

editors’letter

Wine Enthusiast Celebrates 
Our Largest Issue Ever

At 268  pages—the biggest 
in our 28-year history—this 

double issue  represents the 
evolution and growth of the 

magazine at a time when wine 
is more popular than ever. 

Cheers!
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OUR  SOCIAL  NETWORK

click.discover.connect

Follow us @WineEnthusiast

WINEMAG.COM

Digital Editorial Manager @mvataj toured vineyards 
in Okanagan Valley, British Columbia. At Summerhill 

Pyramid Winery, she tasted grapes off the vines.

Associate Editor @annaliz8 sipped tiki cocktails 
at the recently opened @thepearlnyc—fire and 

seashells included. 

Wine Enthusiast’s globetrotting editorial team had an amazing—and busy—year sipping 
and supping around the world. Here are some favorite captures from 2015 we couldn’t resist 

sharing. Make these drinks, plates and places your New Year’s Resolution.

Photo Director @meg_baggott watched the team 
at South Africa's Boekenhoutskloof blend their 

signature wines to perfection.

Spirits Editor @newman_kara sipped The Floating 
World, a gorgeous gin and Fu-Ki plum wine-based 

drink, to kick off Portland Cocktail Week.

Senior Associate Digital Editor @joeybear85 tasted 
dazzling biodynamic Rieslings with Angela Kühn of 
the Peter Jakob Kühn winery in Rheingau, Germany. 

Art Director @juliaglea tasted through local gin, 
vodka and white rye whiskey at Denning’s 

Point Distillery in Beacon, New York.

“Drinking #DomPerignon
 1990 Rosé Oenothèque by the 
ocean. Great old Champagne. 

I rated it 97 points in 2010 
@WineEnthusiast. Still

worth the score”
@VOSSROGER

EUROPEAN EDITOR

“My inner #pirate
 is rejoicing at the bevy of 
#rum #beverages at the 

Cuba-inspired @ElLibreNola
 in #nola #cocktails”

@LEXISIPS 
CONTRIBUTING TRAVEL EDITOR

“Classic cars and Bruno Giacosa 
Falletto Barolo at the @FolioWine 

portfolio tasting #WEtaste” 
@SUSKOSTRZEWA
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

“Lovely #wawine 
#cabernetsauvignon from 

Zephros with grilled NY 
strips tonight. Thanks 

Walter! #champouxvineyard 
#horseheavenhills #WEtastes”

@JOECZ
MANAGING EDITOR

“#Gattinara and #Boca vineyards 
in Alto Piemonte: unspoiled 

hills surrounded by dense 
woods #WEtravel”  

@KERINOKEEFE
ITALIAN  EDITOR



CLOS D’ORA INVITES YOU TO DISCOVER THE SOUTH OF FRANCE,
WHERE BIODYNAMIC WINEGROWING AND THE UNITY OF MAN AND NATURE

CONNECT YOU TO THE QUANTUM ESSENCE OF WHAT WE ALL ARE:
AN INFINITE SOURCE OF LIGHT AND EXCELLENCE.

PEACE     LOVE     HARMONYPEACE     LOVE     HARMONY



out&about
CELEBRATING WINE AROUND THE WORLD

CHAMPAGNE TAITTINGER’S 
“UNCAGE MY HEART”
Guests gathered in October 

in NYC to experience wine-

and-food-pairing stations 

showcasing creative 

entertaining themes and 

current releases of Taittinger. 

The event also featured a 

Champagne seminar led by 

Vitalie Taittinger and cooking 

demos by Chef Camille Becerra.
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TOM GORE VINEYARDS 
SONOMA HARVEST DINNER
To celebrate the season and 

release of new vintages, 

vintner Tom Gore and wife 

Erin (right) hosted guests in 

their Healdsburg home for 

a feast paired with Gore’s 

Chardonnay, Cabernet and 

Field Blend. Guests also 

toured the couple’s microfarm.
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800.356.8466

WINEENTHUSIAST.COM

PERFECTION PERFECTED!
SETTING THE STANDARD, YET AGAIN.

OLD WORLD SYRAH CABERNET/MERLOT NEW WORLD PINOT NOIR/
NEBBIOLO/ROSÉ CHAMPAGNE
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AU NATUREL
Nonintervention has become a 

buzzword, but these adventurous 
wine producers strip the process 

back to the bare essentials. >>
Hands made for pruning at Domaine 
de l’Ecu in France’s Loire Valley

ourcrush
THIS MONTH



BACK TO NATURE
The trend for organic, biodynamic, 
minimal intervention wines is hot, but 
what does it all really mean, and which 
producers are the ones to watch?
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S
o-called “natural” wines are considered by 
many to be more authentic, expressive of terroir 
and respectful of the earth than those that are 
manipulated in various ways during the winemaking 
process. And we agree: When successful, natural 

wines can exhibit unique and nuanced characters.
Unlike organic grapes and wines, which follow a rigorous 

certifi cation process, there are no specifi c requirements for using 
the term “natural wine.” But it’s generally agreed that they should 
be made from grapes certifi ed organic or biodynamic, and should 
be fermented with indigenous yeasts. 

The mantra of its proponents? Let the wine make itself. It 
sounds simple, but it also has its pitfalls.

Some natural wines are prone to problems like stuck 
fermentations (common with some yeast strains), oxidation, 
funky aromas and off  fl avors. Even worse problems can occur 
when the winemaking is entirely hands-off . 

To be clear,  “organic wine” can have no added sulfur dioxide 
(SO2), and naturally occurring sulfi tes less than 10 parts per 
million (ppm). Wine “made with organic grapes” may contain 
up to 100 ppm of SO2. Organic wines may be natural, but not all 
natural wines are certifi ed organic.

Confused? Try some of our recommended natural wines. 
Decide if it’s just the latest buzz, or a way to make wine better. 
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Birgit Braunstein 2012 

Magna Mater Chardonnay 
(Burgenland); $75

It’s the healing, life-giving energy 
of nature that Birgit Braunstein 
wants to honor in her “Magna 

Mater” or “Great Mother” wine, 
named aft er her childhood 
pilgrimages to the shrine of 

Magna Mater, the Virgin Mary, in 
Mariazell, Styria. The Chardonnay 
is fermented on its skins in 300- 
and 500-liter amphorae—clay 

vessels that spend eight months 
submerged in the soil behind 

Braunstein’s family winery in the 
village of Purbach, in Austria’s 

most easterly wine region. 

Braunstein wanted to make 
a wine like just her Celtic 

predecessors—who introduced 
viticulture to the region—may 

have made, acquiring her her fi rst 
amphora in 2009. Braunstein’s 

amphorae have exactly the same 
onion-dome shape as the region’s 

churches, but upside down. 

“This way, you draw and focus all 
of the energy into the wine,” 

says Braunstein. 

Aft er eight months, the wine is 
scooped out of the amphorae 

by hand and transferred to used 
barrels to mature for another 
one to two years. The wine is 

then bottled without added SO2, 
fi ltration or fi ning. 
 —Anne Krebiehl
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FRANCE
Domaine de l’Ecu 2013 Granite
(Muscadet de Sèvre et Maine); 

$23

Guy Bossard has long been a 
pioneer.  In the Muscadet region 

where, in the 1970s, volume 
and chemicals reigned equally 

supreme, he gradually did 
away with both—proving that 

biodynamic methods could work 
even in this cool ocean climate. 

He uses wild yeasts, replants 
with massal selection (choosing 

the best vines from which to 
propagate), and uses minimal 

sulfur in the winemaking. 

 Although he sold Domaine 
de l’Ecu in 2010 to Frédéric 

van Herck, Bossard is still at 
the domaine overseeing the 
production of what remain 

exemplary Muscadets. The range 
is large and includes a sparkling 

wine, La Divina, named aft er 
Maria Callas. However, it is his 
terroir-driven wines that best 

express the impressive intensity 
he can draw out of the Melon de 

Bourgogne grape: Gneiss, Granite 
and Orthogneiss. 

—Roger VossFor more natural wine recommendations, go to winemag.com/natural



WINEMAG.COM | 19

ITALY
Cappellano 2010 Otin Fiorin Piè 

Rupestris (Barolo); $100

The late Teobaldo Cappellano, 
a trailblazer in the natural wine 
movement, took over the fami-

ly fi rm in the late 1960s. His ded-
ication to traditionally craft ed 
wines—and his condemnation 

of over-oaked, over-concentrat-
ed wines—won him the respect of 

winemakers throughout Italy. 

Teobaldo was one of the 
founders and longtime president 

of ViniVeri, an association that 
seeks “to restore the harmonious 

balance between man and the 
land.” Members shun chemicals 
in the vineyards and additives in 

the cellars.  

Today, Teobaldo Cappellano’s 
son, Augusto, also uses no 

herbicides or chemical fertilizers, 
and uses only organic means to 

combat vine diseases. 

In the cellars, he carries out 
spontaneous fermentation with 
wild yeasts, ferments in wooden 

vats with no temperature control, 
shuns supplements and doesn’t 

fi ne or fi lter his wines.

“Natural wines express their 
unique growing area and the indi-

vidual story of the winemaker,” 
says Augusto. “To this end, I 

intervene as little as possible in 
the winemaking process.” 

—Kerin O’Keefe

SLOVENIA
Ferdinand 2009 Rebula

Brutus (Goriška Brda); $40

Matjaz Četrtič is creating excellent 
natural and organic wines from 

an indigenous grape variety called 
Rebula at his winery Ferdinand, 

named aft er his great-grand-
father who originally planted 
the vines. His fi rst wine was 

bottled in 1997.  

“In the Ferdinand wine cellar, we 
produce only organic, grape-

based, high-quality wines,” says 
Četrtič. “The creation begins 

in the vineyard, we use no 
herbicides, artifi cial fertilizers or 
insecticides. Our vineyards are 
grass-covered, enabling easy 

growth and no need for 
mineral fertilizers.  

Rebula has been cultivated for 
centuries in both Slovenia and 
Italy (where it’s called Ribolla 
Gialla). It’s oft en fermented in 

stainless steel to produce a fresh 
wine, but it can also show great 
aging potential when it’s aged in 

oak barrels prior to bottling. 
—Jeff Jenssen

OREGON
The Eyrie Vineyards 2014 
Original Vines Pinot Gris 

(Dundee Hills); $41 

Jason Lett grew up making wine 
in the Dundee Hills of Oregon. His 

parents, David and Diana Lett, 
pioneered the region some 50 

years ago. Their wines from The 
Eyrie Vineyards used non-inter-
ventionist methods long before 

the term came into wide use, 
and Jason is taking that approach 

a step further. 

“All of our wines are minimally 
manipulated, and low enough 

in SO2 to be below the 100 ppm 
European standard for organic 

wine production,” says Lett. 

The Original Vines Pinot Gris, 
made from the fi rst planting of 
Pinot Gris in the U.S., is the only 
wine he releases with no sulfur 

added. In order to eliminate SO2 
and still retain the wine’s aging 
potential, “you have to be really 
on top of your tasting game to 
weed out any component that 

might bring an awkward strain of 
yeast or bacteria,” he says.

Eyrie’s ultra-natural, no SO2 
approach works. It brings out 

subtle nuances that are too easily 
lost when designer yeasts, 

added nutrients and new oak 
barrels are used.

—Paul Gregutt

CALIFORNIA
Donkey & Goat 2014 Linda 

Vista Vineyard Chardonnay 
(Napa Valley); $32

Aft er making wine in Berkeley 
for just over a decade, Jared and 

Tracey Brandt are working for 
the fi rst time with Napa Valley 
fruit for this wine, sourcing the 

grapes from grower extraordinaire 
Steve Matthiasson. The vineyard 
is in the relatively cool Oak Knoll 

District, its 25-year-old vines 
originally planted by Beringer.

Calling their philosophy 
of minimal intervention a 
“manifesto.” The Brandt’s 

methods include picking early, 
with their white wines frequently 
at under 13% alcohol by volume 

and their reds near 13.5% abv. 
They focus on cool-climate 

vineyards to help achieve these 
alcohol levels. However, the 

Brandts let native yeast handle 
the fermentations, and they won’t 

add water or employ reverse 
osmosis to bring alcohol down.

They add nothing to the wines 
except for minimal amounts of 

SO2, when necessary. 

“It is an oft en confusing and 
ill-defi ned category,” says Tracey. 

“But the driving philosophy we 
learned back in 2002 (from 

Eric Texier), not the marketing 
spin widely employed, is 

what guides us.” 
—Virginie Boone

WINE, NATURALLY
thecrush
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WE’LL DRINK TO THAT

HERE’S TO 
TOASTS
Charm guests at your next party with 
these tips for successful toasting.

As midnight approaches on New 
Year’s Eve, many of us will pour 
some bubbly and ring in 2016 with 

a few words, prepared or otherwise. Touch-
ing the rims of drinking vessels together 
and wishing your companions good health 
dates back at least to the Greeks in the 6th 
century B.C. It’s believed that the custom 
originated to deter purposeful poison-
ing, as a splash of poisoned wine could be 
transferred back to the perpetrator. 

The word toast came later, from the Ro-
mans, when a small piece of stale, toasted 
bread was placed in a glass of wine prior to 
drinking. It served to off er a bit of food with 
the fi rst drink, and also, to improve the fl a-
vor of the wine. 

Today, we toast each and every round 
 (minus the bread), whether with our clos-
est friends, our nemesis from the offi  ce or a 
 frenemy at a painful holiday party. 

If you’re called upon to toast, it’s best to 
keep things upbeat, your words to a minimum 
and say something nice. While this sounds 
easy, just search online for “worst wedding 
toasts ever,” and view folks who could not 
heed this simple advice. 

A good idea is to memorize a handful of 
classics so that you can toss off  a few simple 
words of sincere sentiment or mild humor, 
 depending on the group and the occasion. The 
timeless drinking toasts shared above should 
place you well on the path to cultured bon 
 vivant. —Mike DeSimone and Jeff  Jenssen

May we live as long as we 
want, and never want as 

long as we live. 

Champagne 
for my real 

friends, real 
pain for my 

sham friends.

May you live 
to be as old 

as your jokes.

Here’s to 
the nights 
we’ll never 
remember 

with the 
friends we’ll 
never forget. 

May the 
friends of our 
youth be the 
companions 

of our old age.

What shall 
we drink to? 
To four in the 

morning. 

A toast to 
those who 

wish us well, 
and all the 
rest can go 

to hell. 

May our 
homes 

always be 
too small 

to hold 
all our 

friends. 

May your hand always 
be stretched out in 

friendship, but never 
in want. 

May misfortune follow 
you the rest of your life, 

but never catch up.
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CHAMPAGNE CHÂTEAU DE BLIGNY

CHÂTEAU CARBONNIEUX

CHÂTEAU DE LA GARDINE

CHÂTEAU D’ESCLANS

CHÂTEAU LES TROIS CROIX

CUOREROSSO ESTATES

GRANDES VINOS DE SAN PEDRO

MARQUÉS DE RISCAL

PAGO DE VALLEGARCÍA

SANGUE D’ORO PASSITO DE PANTELLERIA
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Paul Chevalier  |  305.794.6180  |  paulchevalier@shaw-ross.com

Marqués de Riscal is one of the oldest Rioja wineries. Founded in 
Elciego (Álava) in 1858 by Guillermo Hurtado de Amézaga, from the 
outset it has been a point of reference in the winemaking business at 
both national and international level.
 
Thanks to its 150 years’ history, Marqués de Riscal is the oldest 
bodega of the Rioja appellation.  Throughout its history, Marqués 
de Riscal has always been a pioneering company and a reference 
in the winemaking sector (bottling wines, D.O Rueda, signature 
wines…).  The company produces its wines in two different bodegas 
located in Elciego (Álava) and Rueda (Valladolid).  Marqués de Riscal 
exports 60% of its production abroad, distributing its products in around 
80 countries.  Marqués de Riscal wines have received the highest 
international accolades as well as numerous awards and mentions in 
the specialized press.

Baron Chirel 

RIOJA

de



NUMERO UNO
thecrush

Josep Roca is the head sommelier and one 
of three brothers who run the Michelin 
three-star El Celler de Can Roca. Locat-

ed in Girona, about 75 minutes northeast of 
Barcelona by car, it was named World’s Best 
Restaurant 2015 by a panel of nearly 1,000 
restaurant experts. Known for his humility 
and warmth (and a 60,000-bottle wine cel-
lar), Roca uses wine to help create a com-
plete gastronomic experience worthy of the 
number one spot. —Erica Landin

First of all, how did you celebrate the win?
We set up tables in a parking lot and made 
huge pans of paella with the staff , drinking 
Cava and easy-drinking Catalan wine from 
¿Vamos? ¡Vamos! 

What makes the wine service at 
Can Roca so special?
We try to make an emotion-
al wine pairing. With the dozen 
dishes on the tasting menu, we 
generally match 14 wines. This 
matching is diff erent for every 
table. Within the fi rst few min-
utes, we try to read the person-
ality and preferences of the table 
to make choices for the wines. 
People come off  a bit like the 
style of wines they like, and we 
also try to pick up clues in how 
people speak about wine. The food at Can 
Roca refl ects our own emotions and history, 
but with the wines, I try to refl ect the table.

How else can you make a pairing perfect?
In addition to the major pairing rules, you 
can alter many small factors to make the 
pairings perfect. For example, I adapt the 
temperature of the wine to how long I want 
the fl avors to stay in the mouth. We will also 
serve the wines at diff erent intervals in rela-
tion to the dish. A complex wine might need 
more attention from the diner, so we serve 

it well before the dish, while a tannic wine 
might require the mitigating eff ects of meat, 
so it’s served seconds aft er the fi rst bite has 
been consumed.

Your cellar at Can Roca holds 3,360 differ-
ent wines and over 60,000 bottles. How 
have you chosen the wines?  
The wine cellar isn’t mine, so it shouldn’t 
refl ect only what I like to drink. It’s built to 

represent the different styles 
and mentalities in the world of 
wine as well as the wines of the 
world. I like to bring in a few 
natural wines in every pairing, 
but I’m not radical.

How do you keep track of such 
an immense cellar? 
I have a full-time sommelier to 
keep track of inventory and what 
is ready to drink. We have no 
database. The styles are pretty 
much all in my head. But I’m de-
veloping a “periodic system” for 

wine. The plan is to use it to describe and or-
der the wines based entirely on the factors 
that are useful in matching them to food. 

What do you drink at home? 
I’m passionate about Sherry, but I also love 
Riesling, Champagne, Burgundy, wines from 
Priorat and Jura. In my fridge right now, you 
can fi nd Fino Inocente from Valdespino, 
Amontillado from Coliseo, German Rieslings 
from Egon Müller and Peter Jakob Kuhn. I 
have a preference for wines made by honest 
people who are close to the earth.

“I’m passionate about Sherry, 
but I also love Riesling, 
Champagne, Burgundy, 

wines from Priorat and Jura.” 
The sommelier of Spain’s El Celler de 
Can Roca—considered the world’s 
top restaurant—shares his secrets.

SIMPLY 
THE BEST

ROCA’S SIMPLE RULES 
FOR PAIRING WINE

 ❖  Salty, high-acid foods 
go with high-acid wine.

 ❖  Fatty dishes go with 
broad, “fat” wines.

 ❖  Oily fish goes with 
light, red wine.

 ❖  Poultry or white meat 
goes with white wine.

 ❖  Stuffed meat, ragùs 
and stews go with 
mature red wine. 
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Enjoy Responsibly. 

Beringer.com/BetterBeckons

I t  a l l  a w a i t s

BETTER BECKONS



Fine wine deserves fine stemware, but 
sooner or later, we suffer breakage, 
need volume or are tempted by flea- 

market finds. If you know quality, you can 
score bargains from obscure sources. But go-
ing second-hand or searching out volume val-
ue doesn’t mean you have to sacrifice quality, 
if you follow these steps:

1.  First, look at a glass. Turn it carefully 
against the light. It should be gin-clear from 
bowl to foot. Any hint of green means low-
grade bottle glass—move on. Colored stems 
are acceptable, if somewhat passé. Etching 
and engraving are for antiques only. 

2.  The lip should be flat—sheared, as if cut 
with scissors—for a crisp, clean pour. The 
too-common bulbous rim is sometimes la-
beled a “safety edge,” but that’s a marketing 
dodge used to disguise cheap manufacture. 
It’s a hallmark of cafeteria-grade glassware. 

3.  Next, hold an audition: literally listen to 
the glass. Rap the bowl sharply at the equa-
tor with a knuckle or a cork. (I use a felt 
hammer salvaged from a junked piano.) A 
pleasing bell-like tone should last sever-
al seconds—a lingering finish. My luckiest 
flea-market find, a Riedel Burgundy Grand 
Cru, emits a lovely low gong for 20 seconds. 
But if you hear a brief, metallic clink? Pass.   

4.  If the glass satisfies these absolutes, pro-
ceed to more subjective criteria like heft. 
The glass should be agreeably light and well 
balanced, not “bowl heavy.” Such glass-
es are spill-prone, as are those with small 
footprints. Stability requires a foot that’s 
nearly as wide as the bowl. Make sure the 
stem is elegantly slim, but not so skin-
ny to be unduly fragile. Pulled-stem or 
“drawn” glasses are made in one elegant 
piece. “Pieced” glasses show a joint where 
the stem and bowl have been fused togeth-
er, and they may equal pulled stems at sig-
nificantly lower prices. —Bill Marsano

WHAT & WHERE TO BUY
Aside from the obvious, consider these 
brands that are obscure to consumers 
but well regarded by restaurant pros: 
Germany’s Stölzle (standard at Smith 
& Wollensky and Ruth’s Chris Steak 
House), Slovakia’s Rona (a relative 
newcomer, it stars at Del Posto); 
while Italian Luigi Bormioli and 
German Schott Zwiesel stems employ 
patented break-resistant glass.

Retail sources include wineenthusiast.
com and any home store with “crate,” 
“pier” or “barrel” in its name. Major 
department chains like Macy’s oft en 
have sales, even on Riedel. At flea 
markets and thrift  shops, carry cash 
and be ready to pounce—real finds 
won’t last.

I know this from painful experience. 
I once spotted an elegant set of 12 
wheel-engraved 19th century Austrian 
crystal Champagne coupes—perfect 
as sherbet cups—offered at $1 apiece. 
But during my 10-minute trip to the 
nearest ATM, they were sold.
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STEM WHERE?
thecrush

GLASS ACT
Four steps to buying great-value stems.

PA RTS  O F  A  G L ASS

GLASS SIZE 
Like wine itself, 

size is less 
important than 
overall balance.

RIM/LIP
Look for a fl at, 
“cut” rim, not 
a rounded 
bulbous one.

BOWL
Judge the 
quality of the 
material by the 
sound it makes 
when struck.

STEM
Pulled or 
pieced, make 
sure it’s 
comfortable 
to grasp.

FOOT
A narrow base 
will make the 
glass more likely 
to tip over.
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WINTER WHITES
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WINTER WHITES

H
ere in the Northern Hemisphere, 
conventional wisdom is that oys-
ters are best served from October 
through April. Yet, the best accom-

paniments to oysters are light, clean and crisp 
wines that speak less to winter than to the 
summer currently being enjoyed at the bottom 
of the world.

To help you wash down these delectable bi-
valves and dream of the warm weather to come, 
we asked our reviewers of Southern Hemisphere 
wines to share their favorite oyster pairings. 

CHILE

90 SAN PEDRO 2014 1865 SINGLE VINEYARD 
SAUVIGNON BLANC (LEYDA VALLEY). 

Snappy aromas of briny citrus fruits, jalapeño and bell pepper leave 
no doubt that this is an oyster-friendly Sauvignon Blanc. The palate 
is minerally and crisp, with juicy acidity. Flavors of lime, pickle brine, 
gooseberry and wet stones fi nish bright and pure, with cleansing 
acidity. Shaw-Ross International Importers. —Michael Schachner
abv: 13.5% Price: $20

ARGENTINA

89 EL ESTECO 2014 DON DAVID RESERVE 
TORRONTÉS (CALCHAQUÍ VALLEY). 

Aromas of wild fl owers, honey, lychee and citrus fruits announce 
a minerally palate with steely yet tropical fl avors of tangerine and 
lychee. This is better cut than most Torrontés, with racy acidity 
that keeps the fi nish running. You won’t fi nd oysters in northern 
Argentina, where this comes from, but it’ll travel well. Frederick 
Wildman & Sons Ltd. —M.S.
abv: 13.9% Price: $17

SOUTH AFRICA

91 DE WETSHOF 2013 LESCA 
CHARDONNAY (ROBERTSON).

This is an immensely attractive Chardonnay, brimming with upfront 
notes of wood-grilled apple, honeydew, Honeycomb cereal and 
buttered popcorn that will pair nicely with sweet Kumamoto or 
Pacifi c oysters. The wine’s bright citrus fl avor, ample acidity and 
mineral streak give life to the palate and lift  to the fi nish. Broadbent 
Selections, Inc. —Lauren Buzzeo
abv: 14% Price: $24

AUSTRALIA

91 JIM BARRY 2014 THE LODGE HILL 
DRY RIESLING (CLARE VALLEY). 

Nothing matches the cool salinity of a Coffi  n Bay oyster like the citrusy 
zest of South Australian Riesling—it’s the Down Under version of 
Belon and Muscadet. This wine matches other oysters almost as well, 
its tactile dustiness and mouthwatering fl avors lingering on the fi nish. 
Negociants USA, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —Joe Czerwinski
abv: 11.7% Price: $18

NEW ZEALAND

90 QUARTZ REEF NV METHODE TRADITIONNELLE 
BRUT (CENTRAL OTAGO).

Give your oysters a festive sendoff by following them with this crisp 
bubbly from the South Island. The low dosage (7 g/L) allows the 
wine’s citrusy acids to shine when juxtaposed against the richness of 
Pacifi c oysters. Station Imports Inc. —J.C.
abv: 12.5% Price: $32

UPSIDE-DOWN 
OYSTER WINES
Shake things up this winter 
by pairing summery Southern 
Hemisphere whites with the 
season’s shellfish bounty.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

J
anuary is the perfect time to visit 
Montgomery, Alabama, where 
countless celebrations around 
Martin Luther King’s birthday 

showcase the history of the civil rights 
leader’s home. At the city’s hottest 
restaurant, The A&P Social, Executive 
Chef Miguel Figueroa updates Southern 
classics like this blackened redfi sh, 
pioneered in the 1970s by the late Cajun 
chef Paul Prudhomme. —Nils Bernstein

BLACKENED REDFISH WITH LENTILS, TOMATO SALAD AND BUTTER SAUCE
Courtesy Miguel Figueroa, executive chef, The A&P Social, Montgomery, Alabama

 1½ cups lentils 

 1½  teaspoons ground sweet 
paprika

 1½ teaspoons cayenne

 1½ teaspoons garlic powder

 1½ teaspoons onion powder

 1½ teaspoons salt

 2  tablespoons chopped onion

 1  bay leaf

 ½  teaspoon black 
peppercorns

 ½ cup white vinegar

 ½ cup white wine

 1 cup heavy cream

 1  stick butter, at room 
temperature

 Salt, to taste

 4  redfish fillets, about 
6 ounces each (can 
substitute black drum, 
snapper, catfish or grouper)

 2 tablespoons olive oil

 20  cherry tomatoes, halved 
and dressed lightly with 1 
sliced shallot, 1 tablespoon 
olive oil and 1 teaspoon red 
wine vinegar

Bring large pot of water to boil. 
Add lentils, reduce to simmer, 
cover and cook until tender, 
about 15–20 minutes. Set aside.

Preheat oven 
to 350˚F. Mix 
together paprika, 
cayenne, garlic pow-
der, onion powder and salt, and 
set aside. Combine onion, bay 
leaf, peppercorns, vinegar and 
wine in medium saucepan. Bring 
to boil over high heat, until liquid 
is reduced to 3 tablespoons. Add 
cream, and reduce by half. Remove 
from heat. Whisk in butter 2 ta-
blespoons at a time. Add salt, to 
taste. Leave at room temperature.

While cream reduces, dredge 
fi llets in spice mixture. Heat large 

ovenproof skil-
let over medium- 
high heat and 

brush lightly with olive 
oil. When oil is almost smoking, 
add fi sh in single layer. Sear un-
til crisp and almost black, about 
2 minutes each side. Transfer pan 
to oven, and cook another 4–6 
minutes (depending on the fi llets’ 
thickness), until opaque all the 
way through. To serve, divide 
lentils among 4 plates, top each 
with one fi sh fi llet, drizzle with 
butter sauce, and top with tomato 
salad. Serves 4.

PAIR IT

Taylor Hardy, general manager and wine 
director at The A&P Social, suggests the 
beautifully crafted Clos Pissarra’s 2013 
El Sol Blanc from Montsant, Spain. The 

100% Garnatxa Blanca has an appealing 
essence of slate and clay, reflecting the 
terroir of the region, and its light acidity 

plays on the brightness of 
flavors like tomato.

SNOWBIRD SUPPER
A touch of spice gives this Southern-inspired dish 
welcome heat at the winter table.
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PAIRING WITH AMERICAN CRAFT BEER
With thousands of breweries throughout the U.S., virtually every 

American lives within driving distance of a craft beer produc-
er—the independent-minded folks that have liberated the coun-

try from generic, watery brews. But in this new world of countless beer options, it’s 
easy to become overwhelmed by what to drink, let alone what to serve with dinner.  

Pairing food with beer is similar to pairing food with wine. Consider the food’s 
acidity, sweetness, fat and spice. In many ways, beer is a balance of sweet and bitter. 

Malt is the germinated grain that provides the fermentable material for a beer, 
producing roasty, nutty, caramel and chocolate flavors. Hops are flowers used to 
balance the malt with bitter, floral and citrus elements. 

The bitterness of hops cuts through richness and balances sweetness, though 
it can also intensify heat. Conversely, malt’s sweetness can mitigate it. 

Try hop-forward styles (like pale ales and pilsner) with rich, fatty dishes. 
Malt-forward styles (like stout, porter and red lager) go well with spicy foods.

B E E R  ST Y L E PA I R I N GS B OT T L ES  TO  T RY

Very versatile; try with burgers, pizza, 
Colby and Cheddar cheeses, 

maple fl an and caramelized desserts 
like bananas Foster.

Thai or Indian cuisine (an ideal 
choice for curry), salmon, mild 
Gorgonzola or Brie, and sweet, 

spice-infused desserts like 
apple tart or carrot cake.

Smoky barbecue, grilled 
meat, most cheeses and any 

chocolate dessert.

Pungent blue cheeses, 
fl avorful salads, beef stew 

and orange crème brûlée.

Barbecue, smoked meats 
and chili, Latin American 

dishes and poached pears.

Beef, chicken or seafood, as well as 
Port Salut or blue cheese, dulce de 

leche or pecan-based desserts.

Traditionally coupled with 
German cuisine, it also pairs 

well with lighter fare like 
salads, sushi, vegetable 

dishes and mild cheeses.

Like stouts, try porters with barbecue, 
smoked sausages or fi sh, buttery cheeses 

and just about any chocolate dessert.

Sushi, salads, grilled chicken, fl aky 
fi sh and desserts like Bundt cake 

with lemon custard or vanilla 
pudding with fresh berries.

AMERICAN PALE ALE
APAs are a good choice for novices seeking to begin their craft  beer journey. 

The use of American hop varieties produce noticeable fruity, fl oral and citrus 
characteristics, balanced by clean malt fl avors. The result is a mellower beer 

than its IPA cousin, one that’s extremely food-friendly.

AMERICAN IPA 
A true American success story, this style has played a major role in the craft  
beer revolution. More fl avorful than English India Pale Ale, it offers intense 

citrusy, fl oral, resinous, piney and/or fruity American hop character and high 
bitterness, balanced by a solid malt backbone. 

AMERICAN STOUT 
Craft  brewers have taken this classically English and Irish style to new places, 

from dry, easy-drinking stouts to barrel-aged fl avor bombs, usually with 
caramel, chocolate and coffee notes. Don’t be fooled by the dark color. While 

these beers are robust, they’re not as dense and heavy as one might think.

AMERICAN WILD ALE 
American wild ales are beers introduced to “wild” yeast or bacteria with names 

like  brettanomyces (long a part of Belgian brewing), pediococcus and/or 
lactobacillus. Different and somewhat polarizing, the result is a complex, funky 
brew that can recall such characteristics as horse, barnyard, leather and sweat. 

AMERICAN AMBER/RED LAGER
Originally a slight derivation of the Vienna lager, this style is continuing 

to defi ne itself through its American interpretations. It differs from more 
traditional lagers in that the hop character can vary widely. Typically low in 
bitterness, expect a caramel-infused malt backbone and roasted character.

AMERICAN AMBER/RED ALE 
These are similar to APAs, but the focus is more on the malt than the hops. The 

style exhibits lovely toasted notes and a soft  caramel character both in the 
bouquet and mouth, with an overall light fruitiness. Its fuller body and richness 

pairs well with most meats.

AMERICAN PALE WHEAT ALE
 The American take on the unfi ltered wheat beers of Belgium (witbier) and 
Germany (hefeweizen) is a refreshing, highly carbonated beer with citrus-

dominant wheat fl avors. American producers oft en add their own twist, like 
mixing in a different spice, an unusual hop or a special brewing technique.

AMERICAN PORTER 
Porters, like stouts, are subject to interpretation by the American craft  brewer. 

Differentiation between the two styles is somewhat blurred. Originally 
perceived as a lighter stout, porters can be bitter and roasty, sweet and 

chocolaty, and everything in between. 

AMERICAN PILSNER 
This style predates Prohibition, in recipes originally brought by German 

immigrants. The German-style pilsner remains the reference for many Americans. 
They’re light- to medium-weight, possess moderate malt aromas and fl avors, 

and typically boast higher alcohol levels than European counterparts.

Sierra Nevada Pale Ale, 
Anchor Brewing Co. Liberty Ale, Oskar 
Blues Brewery Dale’s Pale Ale, Full Sail 

Pale Ale, Widmer Brothers Brewing 
Drift er Pale Ale

Avery Brewing The Maharaja, 
Stone Ruination Double IPA 2.0, 

Dogfi sh Head 60 Minute IPA, 
Lagunitas IPA, Heavy Seas Loose 

Cannon Hop3 Ale 

Rogue Shakespeare Oatmeal Stout, 
Deschutes Brewery Obsidian Stout, 

Old Dominion Brewing Co. Oak Barrel 
Stout, Southern Tier Brewing Company 

Mokah, Founders Brewing Co. KBS

Captain Lawrence Brewing Company 
Rosso e Marrone, Russian River Brewing 
Company Temptation, The Lost Abbey 

Cuvee de Tomme,  Jolly Pumpkin La 
Roja, Allagash Interlude

Blue Point Brewing Company 
Toasted Lager, Brooklyn Lager, 

Yuengling, Flying Dog Old
Scratch Amber Lager 

New Belgium Fat Tire Amber Ale, 
Tröegs Nugget Nectar Imperial Amber, 
Bear Republic Red Rocket Ale, Rogue 

American Amber Ale, Anderson Valley 
Brewing Company Boont Amber Ale

Harpoon UFO White, Bell’s Oberon 
Ale, 3 Floyds Gumballhead Goose 

Island Beer Co. 312 Urban Wheat Ale, 
Magic Hat Circus Boy

Bell’s Porter, Alaskan Smoked Porter, 
Otter Creek Brewing Stovepipe Porter, 

Smuttynose Brewing Company 
Robust Porter, Great Lakes Brewing 

Co. Edmund Fitzgerald Porter

Victory Prima Pils, Southampton 
Publick House Keller Pils, Samuel 

Adams Noble Pils, Stoudts Pils, Port 
Brewing Panzer Imperial Pilsner
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The American dream born in Chile

Built on enduring partnerships

Celebrating 30 years of global wines

a n n i v e rsa ry  c e l e b r at i n g  o u r 3oth

www.guarachiwinepartners.com
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Sante Fe’s colorful dining scene ably marries chilies and wine.

NewNew MeMexicxico Mo Museuseum um ofof ArtArt

DESERT DINING
thecrush

FIESTA-TIME
During the Wine and Chile Fiesta’s 

Grand Tasting, 75 Santa Fe restau-

rants pair up with producers like 

Gruet, Stoller Family Estate and 

Ruinart, perched above the city at 

the Santa Fe Opera House. The five-

day festival hosts a live auction and 

several wine seminars, like perennial 

favorite “The Perfect Cheese Plate 

with Port, Sherry and Madeira,” led 

by cheese whisperer Laura Werlin 

and Master Sommelier Tim Gaiser. 

It features eight cheeses with eight 

pours, including the likes of Graham’s 

20-Year-Old Tawny Port with Rogue 

Creamery’s Smokey Blue. Tickets 

for the 2016 Fiesta (scheduled for 

September 21–25) go on sale July 5.

W
hen you touch down in the 
creative enclave of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, you’re imme-
diately struck by the purple 

mountains, earthy red adobe and golden 
chamisa. But it’s not just the landscape that’s 
colorful in this mountain-ringed town. 

Santa Fe is charged by a vibrant culinary 
scene, which blends big-city technique with 
a northern New Mexican tradition that calls 
upon its varied Spanish, Mediterranean, 
Mexican and Pueblo roots. The spicy backbone 
of its dishes—driven by the pride of the region, 
its red and green chilies—is the origin of the 
Santa Fe saying, “You come for the green, but 
you stay for the red.”

The best time to take it all in is during 
the Santa Fe Wine & Chile Fiesta, when 90 
wineries descend on the city with a popula-
tion of just under 70,000. Local chefs create 
inimitable wine experiences, like last year’s 
Tablas Creek wine luncheon at the Allan 
Houser Studio and Sculpture Garden. One of 
the nation’s most infl uential Apache artists, 
Houser is just one of the many creative stand-
outs who call Santa Fe home.

Works from others like Georgia O’Keeff e 
and Gustave Baumann can be found at the New 
Mexico Museum of Art. Fans of O’Keeff e’s 
bold colors and organic shapes can also visit 
the Georgia O’Keeff e Museum, as well as her 
home and studio in Abiquiu by appointment.
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done up or dressed down. At The Compound 
Restaurant, Chef and owner Mark Kiffin 
plays with modern presentations of ingredi-
ents introduced to the region by the Span-
ish. During last year’s Fiesta, he served South 
Texas venison alongside a vertical of Heitz 
Cellar’s Martha’s Vineyard Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon from Napa Valley.

The city’s many inviting, upscale hotels are 
usually a safe bet for dinner too. At Julia, Chef 
Todd Hall serves up a steakhouse-inspired 
menu at the charmingly “haunted” La Posada 
de Santa Fe. His creamy foie gras appetizer 
pairs beautifully with Cakebread’s Napa Valley 
Chardonnay.

Argentine expat Chef Juan Bochenski of 
the Rosewood Inn of the Anasazi reimagines 
traditional Southwestern ingredients with 
whimsy, as in caprese (tomato and mozzarella) 
and buffalo-meat empanadas paired with 
Belle Glos Las Alturas Pinot Noir. La  Plazuela 
at La Fonda serves a dish of wild boar with 
green Hatch chile-apple chutney that’s hearty 
enough to match a top-shelf California Caber-
net Sauvignon.

You can buy fresh or roasted chilies at the 
Santa Fe Farmers Market in the Railyard 
District, but Tia Sofi a’s is the locals’ favorite 
destination for the famed chilies. You’ll want 
to order your burrito or huevos rancheros 
smothered in chilies and “Christmas style.” If 
you’re like me, you’ll fi nd that both the green 
and the red are convincing enough to make you 
stay. —Christina Pellegrini
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thecrush
 RETRO REVIVAL

A RETURN TO 
DISCO-ERA DRINKING

Bars across the country 
are hopping on the 1970s 
bandwagon—and the 
cocktails are better than ever.

D
ust off your bell-bottom jeans 
and macramé belt: A crop of new 
bars is channeling last century’s 
most groovy decade, the 1970s. 

Except this time, there’s an elevated take on 
the now-classic cocktails—like Harvey Wall-
bangers and punch bowls—that defi ned the 
era’s drinking aesthetic, linking ingenuity 
with nostalgia. 

In July, Rec Room opened the doors to its 
basement bar in Chicago’s hip River North 
neighborhood, showcasing a stack of vinyl 
and comfy couches. Open Thursday to Sun-
day, it’s the younger sibling of the upstairs 
bar, Henry’s Swing Club. While the décor 
is clearly nostalgic, head bartender Scott 
Koehl admits that none of the drinks he’s 
devised are carbon copies from the disco era. 

“The ’70s was kind of a dead period for 
cocktails—it’s when drinks started to get 
sugary and sweet,” Koehl says. “We wanted 
that as the backbone but with more balance.” 
He points to a punch recipe with ginger and 
gin, and the bar’s own Sloe Gin Fizz, which 
utilizes American gin and sloe gin.

Also in Chicago is The Brass Monkey, a 
Fulton Market bar and restaurant celebrat-
ing its one-year anniversary in February. 

“It pays tribute to an era we don’t real-
ly see a lot,” says General Manager  Daniel 
Barat. “It’s 1970s, but it’s not in-your-
face 1970s gaudy. Our whole concept is 
elevated ’70s.” 

A Tang cocktail and a Harvey Wallbanger 

anchor the drink list and pair with a mix 
of cheese balls, pot roast and TV dinners 
(served in ceramic trays). Patrons can visit 
the vinyl room and bring choice records to 
the DJ booth, decked out with shag carpet.

At The Nightingale Room, a live- music 
venue and bar that opened in downtown 
Houston in 2014, guests lounge on mid-
century-style furniture and down hot dogs 
for sustenance. A bartender whips up 
shots, as well as classic cocktails like an Old 
Fashioned. A weekday happy hour includes 
music spun on vinyl.

Naturally, at least one coastal bar wove 
itself into a 1970s narrative. Good Times at 
Davey Wayne’s in Hollywood popped up in 
2014. Avocado-green sectional sofas, ham-
mocks, a mixologist working out of an Air-
stream and Choco Tacos work to recall this 
bygone era. Owners and twins Jonnie and 
Mark Houston, founders of Houston Hos-
pitality, a 10-bar group that also includes 
No Vacancy, a speakeasy-style bar in Holly-
wood, named the bar aft er their father. 

“Our dad, David Wayne Houston, would 
always have friends over, a fridge full of beer 
and the barbecue going,” says Mark. “The 
bar echoes our childhood house: with ’70s 
patterns, retro fabrics and ‘No. 1 Dad’ mugs 
for draft  beer, just the way our dad drank it.” 

On the drink list are Tequila snow cones 
and signature concoctions like the Cisco Kid, 
which blends absinthe and jalapeño-infused 
reposado Tequila. —Kristine Hansen The Nightingale Room

The Brass Monkey

Rec Room

Good Times at 
Davey Wayne’s
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FLOAT IT!
TOP OFF ANY OF YOUR FAVORITE COCKTAILS 

WITH KORBEL CALIFORNIA CHAMPAGNE FOR 

A BETTER AND EVEN BRIGHTER EXPERIENCE!

BRIGHTEN UP ANY COCKTAIL!

K O R B E L . C O M  |  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y. O R G



thecrush
COCKTAIL OF THE MONTH

C
risp, simple and supremely 
refreshing, this bubbly-based 
apéritif, created by award-
winning bartender Kenta Goto, 

relies on few ingredients and a subtly 
stylish presentation to deliver big results. 

The less-is-more approach is a guiding 
principle behind the menu at his new 
drinking den in New York City, Bar Goto. “It 
glows and has complex fl avors, but it’s easy 
to make at home,” he says. So easy, we bet 
you’ll make seconds. —Marina Vataj

GOLDEN CHRYSANTHEMUM
 ¾ ounce Suze

 1  ounce Clear Creek Pear 
Liqueur 

 2 ounces pear brandy 

 1½ ounces dry sparkling wine 

 Lemon twist, for garnish

Combine Suze, pear liqueur and 
pear brandy in a cocktail shaker 
and fi ll with ice. Shake lightly, and 
strain into a coupe glass. Top with 
sparkling wine and garnish with a 
lemon twist. 

FAR EAST SIDE
We sat down with Goto to talk about his stint 

at Pegu Club and how his upbringing 
in Tokyo inspires his cocktails. Plus, we scored 

the recipe for his saké and Tequila cocktail, 
the Far East Side. Get the scoop at 

winemag.com/bargoto

AS GOOD AS GOLD
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LET’S

HOLIDAYY!

AND

750 mL

1/2 CUP

1 CUP

1/4 CUP

BOTTLE RED WINE 

SKYY INFUSIONS® 

BLOOD ORANGE 

RUBY RED GRAPEFRUIT JUICE

SUGAR

JUICE FROM 2 LIMES 

1 OZ

2 OZ

SKYY INFUSIONS® 

COASTAL CRANBERRY

LEMON-LIME SODA

BATCH OF

BLOOD ORANGE

SANGRIA

CRANBERRY

FIZZ

Build ingredients in a glass over 

ice. Garnish with cranberries

In a pitcher, combine all ingredients 

along with sliced fruit of choice. Serve 

over ice. Enjoy! 

NEW!

SKYY Infusions®. Vodka infused with Natural 

Flavors. 35% alc./vol. (70 proof). ©2015 Campari 

America, San Francisco, CA. Please enjoy responsibly. 



viewpoint

I
love ripe fl avors and full body in wine, and 
winemakers in the California regions I cov-
er have no problem coaxing these qualities 
out of their grapes. But I also love complex-
ity, texture, acidity and surprise. Luckily, 
in 2015, a growing number of winemakers 

showed that they do, too.
I’m not going to write a diatribe against high-

alcohol, extremely ripe and overtly oaky wines. 

I think people should drink what they like. I do 
know these wines quite well, however, since my 
tasting beats include some of California’s jam-
miest red blends, high-octane Zinfandels and 
plump Chardonnays.

I know them so well that I sometimes get 
tired of them. (I also love slow-cooked pork 
shoulder, but it’s too rich to eat oft en, so the left -
overs tend to congeal in the fridge.) That’s why 
the appearance of dozens of new, lean, fresh and 
vibrant wines is a great thing.

Sauvignon Blanc from high-altitude Lake 
County, Pinot Noir from coastal Anderson Valley 
and Albariño from Clarksburg in the Sacramen-
to River Delta region are a few examples of wine-
making restraint that are making cocktail hour 
and dinnertime more refreshing at my house. 

Lower alcohol content—around 13% or be-
low—is a common thread in these wines, but it’s 
oft en not evident until you check the fi ne print 
on the label. More prominent 
acidity is what triggers a happy 
dance by my taste buds, along 
with a set of fl avors that seem 
to come from a diff erent stall in 
the farmer’s market. 

Sauvignon Blanc smells 
like citrus or even celery, rath-
er than honeydew melon. Pinot Noir puts out 
red cherry—even sour cherry—instead of black 
cherry. But beyond the change in descriptors is 
a sense of tension that James Joyce described 
as “electricity” when he tasted it in white wine.

So while “restraint” usually sounds like a 
negative term, as in restraining orders, fi nan-
cial restraints and so on, that’s not always the 
case with wine. Picking the grapes a week or two 
earlier than the neighboring vineyard, when the 
acidity is higher and the sugar slightly lower, is 
a good thing for certain wines and certain occa-
sions. Fermenting and aging the wine in steel or 
concrete tanks or well broken-in barrels, rath-
er than new barrels, can be a good change, too.

That some winemakers choose to exercise 
a little restraint makes California wine more 
diverse than its reputation, and amps up the 
voltage in your glass. 

RESTRAINED IN PRICE, TOO

Sidebar 2014 Sauvignon 
Blanc (High Valley); $22
David Ramey’s new white 
from Lake County is lean 

and energized.

Dancing Coyote 2013 
Albariño (Clarksburg); $12
Tangy apple and peach-skin 

flavors are in search of grilled 
lemon-garlic oysters. 

Twisted 2013 Cabernet 
Sauvignon (California); $8
It’s difficult not to guzzle this 
light, bistro-style, raspberry-

scented Cab. 

Scott Harvey 2012 Mountain 
Selection Zinfandel 

(Amador County); $24
Cranberry flavors, firm acidity 
and tannins bring restraint in 

spite of 14.5% alcohol. 

A contributing editor for Wine 
Enthusiast since early 2014 and a 
wine journalist for decades, Jim 

Gordon has been surprising himself 
lately by liking tense, nervy wines, 

especially as apéritifs.

While “restraint” usually sounds 
like a negative term, that’s not 

always the case with wine.CELEBRATING 
RESTRAINT 
IN CALIFORNIA
Winemakers are finally 
dialing down ripeness and 
dialing up freshness.
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DISCOVER OUR FAMILY SECRET.

Clovis and Vitalie Taittinger, the new 

generation of family winemaking, with 

their father Pierre-Emmanuel Taittinger, 

President of Champagne Taittinger.

Taittinger Comtes de Champagne is the secret jewel of our 

family owned and run Grande Marque Champagne house.

Made from Chardonnay grapes from Grand Cru vineyards. 

Handcrafted only from the fi rst pressings. Aged two times 

longer than the law requires in our 4th century cellars. 

Made in very limited quantities, in only the very best vintages.
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This year’s ultimate wine list.
B Y  T H E  E D I T O R S  O F  W I N E  E N T H U S I A S T  M A G A Z I N E

T
his year, Wine Enthusiast’s tasting panel reviewed more than 19,800 wines from around the globe, spanning Old 
World and New World wine regions alike. In the last two issues, we celebrated wine with excellent quality-to-price 
ratios (Top 100 Best Buys) as well as those cellar-worthy options that need a bit of rest before they’re best enjoyed 
(Top 100 Cellar Selections).

So now comes the show stopper: The Enthusiast 100.  
This yearly roundup of the best-of-the-best showcases the incredible diversity of high-scoring wines on the market. Each was 

chosen for a myriad of reasons, including high quality-to-price ratios, good market availability and “buzz,” an x-factor that can’t be 
precisely defi ned. The wines span 16 countries, hitting every wine style imaginable—from dry whites and reds to sparklers, rosés and 
sweet wines. 

With an average rating of 93.84 and an average price of $38.55, this collection is sure to be your go-to list the next time you hit the 
wine shop. Stock up on what you can fi nd now, since these winners will be snapped up fast. 

Here’s to another fabulous year of savoring the best in the glass. Cheers!

THE ENTHUSIAST 

100
of 2015
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          1 

 

  95   San Felice   2011   Il Grigio Gran Selezione  
  ( Chianti Classico ).  A fantastic combina-

tion of power and fi nesse, this opens with aromas 
of under brush, ripe plum, truffl  e, leather, smoke 
and a balsamic note. The fi rm, delicious palate 
delivers fl eshy black cherry, crushed raspberry, 
cinnamon and mocha. Velvety tannins support 
the juicy fl avors.   Premium Brands . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 44   

    2 

   94   Michael David   2012   Petite Petit    ( Lodi ). 
 Don’t let the cartoony label fool you, this 

is fantastic wine. The color is almost black to 
the rim, the aromas are meaty and peppery, and 
the fl avors are very concentrated. The texture 
is thick and yet creamy with layered, smooth 
and bold tannins. For all its density and depth, 
however, this is not an overpowering monster. 
The blackberry and black pepper notes are rich 
and appealing and everything seems in balance 
for something this robust and full bodied. Drink 

now through 2027. It’s blended with 15% Petit 
Verdot.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

    3 

   

  95   Trisaetum   2014   Wichmann Dundee 
Estate   Riesling  ( Dundee Hills ).  Details 

of tea leaf, peach skin and pear introduce a wine 
with tremendous texture and length. The off -dry 
sweetness is counterbalanced by tart acidity, 
creating perfect tension and continuing into 
a lingering, satisfying fi nish. As with all these 
young wines, this will improve dramatically with 
ample aeration.   Editors’ Choice  .  — P.G.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 28   

    4 

   95   San Vicente   2011     Rioja .  Powerful 
aromas of black coff ee and toast are 

woody and include perfectly ripe berry and 
cassis notes. This is full bodied, elegant and racy, 
with core acidity operating as a driving force. 
Black plum, boysenberry and cassis fl avors fi nish 
toasty, with chocolate, fi g and leathery notes. 

Overall this a superb vintage of San Vicente; it 
is classy and delicious. Drink through 2025.   Fine 
Estates From Spain .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 58   

    5 

   

  95   Alta Vista   2012   Single Vineyard Temis  
 Malbec  ( Valle de Uco ).  Inky berry and 

smoky, minerally aromas of charcoal properly 
introduce a saturated palate with tons of oak but 
even more fruit at its base. This supercharged 
Malbec is almost over the top, with massive 
blackberry, chocolate and molasses fl avors. Burnt 
toast and chocolate mint-chip fl avors on the 
fi nish confi rm that this is a monster red. Drink 
through 2023.   Kobrand .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 48   

    6 
   95   Domaine Cauhapé   2012   Symphonie 

de Novembre    ( Jurançon ).  Pure Petit 
Manseng harvested in November has given the 
essence of Jurançon. Superbly ripe, botrytised 
fruit is perfectly balanced with layers of fresh-
ness, apricot juice and a crisp, nervy texture. 
It’s a young wine and really should not be drunk 
before 2018.   Planet Wine .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25/375 ml   

How the Wines Break Down

California (17), New 
York (2), Oregon (4), 
Washington (7)
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2 Average Score

93.84
Average Price

 $38.55
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    7 
   97   Ramey   2012   Ritchie Vineyard   Char-

donnay  ( Russian River Valley ).  This 
wine is deliciously elegant yet decadently rich in 
all the right ways, from a prime, longtime vine-
yard source planted to vines over 40 years old. 
Honeyed apple comes to the fore amid lush, 
formidable layers of complexity and high-minded 
pursuit, never getting bogged down, the miner-
ality perfectly pitched and the oak fully inte-
grated.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 65   

    8 

 96   Cayuse   2012   God Only Knows  
 Grenache  ( Walla Walla Valley ).  It takes 

some time to open up but when it does, this wine 
reveals perfumed aromas of potpourri, green 
olive, savory spices, peat, pepper and mineral. 
The palate is equal parts light and dense with 
almost chewy, savory fl avors that won’t quit.  
— S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 90   

    9 
   93   Quinta de Foz de Arouce   2011   Red  

( Beira Atlantico ).  From the coastal plain 
of the Beiras, this cool and structured blend 
of Baga and Touriga Nacional has a fi ne poise 
between acidity and sweet berry fruits. It’s a 
complex, textured wine. Fresh and fruity on the 
one hand and dark and brooding on the other, it 
needs time, so drink from 2017.   Winebow . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

    10 
 94   Borgo Scopeto   2011   Borgonero  

  ( Toscana ).  Aromas of ripe bluish-black 
fruit, crushed mint, iris and dark cooking spices 
lead the nose on this savory blend of 60% Sangio-
vese, 20% Syrah and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon. 
The fi rm palate doles out fl eshy black cherries, 
ripe blackberries, cinnamon, vanilla, mocha and 
tobacco. Velvety tannins support the delicious, 

juicy fruit fl avors. Drink through 2019.   Vineyard 
Brands .  Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

    11 
   95   Ziereisen   2010   Blauer Schulen   Spät-

burgunder  ( Baden ).  Another stand out 
among a lineup of stunning German Pinot Noir, 
this sultry, sexy wine balances ripe, ruddy black 
cherry and berry fl avors with a vivacious acidic 
edge. It’s bristling and bright, fi nishing on a 
deep, mineral tone. Drinks beautifully now, but 
is structured enough to develop well through 
2020 at least.   Savio Soares Selections .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 41   

    12 

   

  95   Gary Farrell   2013   Russian River Selec-
tion   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ). 

 This might be one of the best values on the 
market, given the quality. Equal parts pretty and 
funky, it’s a tightly wound, savory, fruity wine 
that’s elegant and compelling. The tannins and 
oak are lightly imprinted around strawberry-
rhubarb and fresh-cut rose, and the texture 
seductively silky. This is a delicious treat of a 
wine that should also age.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 45   

    13 

 

  96   Ponzi   2012   Aurora Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Willamette Valley ).  This sensa-

tional eff ort comes from 20-year-old vines. It’s 
a glorious wine; textural, generous and complex. 

The bright and fruity midpalate blends fl avors of 
peach, quince, honey, tea and caramel, buoyed by 
juicy acidity and a touch of minerality.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — P.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 60   

    14 

94   St Hallett   2012   Blackwell   Shiraz  
( Barossa ).  This classic Barossa Shiraz 

is full bodied and lush, with velvety tannins and 
a long, mocha-tinged fi nish. Cedar and vanilla 
notes frame mixed berry fruit—raspberries and 
blackberries. Drink now–2025.   Distinguished 
Vineyards .  Editors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 39   

    15 
   94   Alain Brumont   2009   Château Bous-

cassé    ( Madiran ).  Bouscassé is the home 
estate of Alain Brumont, who also owns Château 
Montus. The wine may be six years old, but it is 
still dark and very fi rm. Dense tannins still show 
strongly over the tarry black fruits. Just wait and 
this wine will reveal its richness and smoothness 
while never losing concentration. Drink from 
2018.   Regal Wine Imports Inc .  Editors’ Choice  .  
— R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

    16 

94   Domaine Eden   2012   Chardonnay  
( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  This more 

aff ordable cousin to the Mount Eden brand is 
just as good, though diff erent. It presents dairy 
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aromas of brie cheese rind and yogurt but in a 
deliciously approachable way, with diced chives, 
caramelized pear and citronella elements. The 
palate shows tremendous energy, with lots of 
lime and lemon pith, but also a sour-cream rich-
ness.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28   

    17 
 94   Tenuta Roveglia   2012   Vigne di Catullo 

Riserva    ( Lugana ).  Made from vines more 
than 55 years old, this opens with aromas that 
recall pressed spring fl owers, orchard fruits and 
beeswax. The delicious, vibrant palate off ers 
juicy white peach, ripe Bartlett pear, nectarine 
and mineral. It’s well balanced, with refreshing 
acidity. A hazelnut note signals the close.   John 
Given Wines .  Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

    18 
   95   Foxen 7200   2012   7200 Grassini Family 

Vineyard   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  Amazing aromas 
of cherry, cedar, cocoa powder and vanilla-clove 
cigarettes hit the nose on this stellar interpreta-
tion of the six-year-old appellation. It’s supple 
and rich on the palate, with mocha, juicy red 
berries and plenty of exciting zing.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 44   

    19 
   95   Domaine Jean-Paul et Benoît Droin  

 2013   Montée de Tonnerre Premier Cru  
  ( Chablis ).  Mineral and fl inty at the start, this 
young wine has an intense structure. Tannins 
and fruit skins give a strong, tight texture. At the 
same time, the acidity is just as intense, crisp and 
juicy, tight and needing many years to develop. 
Drink from 2018.   European Cellars . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 39   

    20 
   93   Stadlmann   2013   Classic   Pinot Noir  

( Thermenregion ).  The scent of very ripe, 
crunchy Bing cherries is heady at fi rst. On the 
palate, red cherry fruit dominates the soft , pliant 
and lighter body, fringed by pleasant earthiness. 
This is Pinot Noir in a very Central European 
idiom: Not weighed down with heavy oak but 
confi dent enough to let fruit and place speak for 
itself. This is elegant and soft , light-bodied yet 
ripe. If you listen to this, it will slowly reveal its 

undoubted beauty.   Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

    21 

   94   Fox Run   2011   Reserve   Riesling  ( Seneca 
Lake ).  Extended bottle aging and impec-

cable fruit ripeness make this late-release Ries-
ling an absolute showstopper. Waft ing of honey, 
mango and grapefruit, this deeply concentrated 
wine saturates the palate in dense, creamy waves. 
Shimmering lime and mineral streaks elevate the 
midpalate and extend endlessly on the fi nish. It’s 
stunning now, but composed enough to hold well 
until at least 2025.   Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 30   

    22 
   94   Monte dos Cabaços   2007   Reserva  

  ( Alentejano ).  Cabaços believes in 
releasing its wines when they are ready to drink. 
That’s why it’s possible to drink this Reserva for 
the fi rst time. It’s a magnifi cent, powerful wine, 
packed with dark fruits that are now mature. The 
opulent Alicante Bouschet is the backbone of 
the wine along with the more structured Touriga 
Nacional. Drink now.   Obrigado Vinhos Portugal . 
— R.V.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

    23 
   93   Selvapiana   2013     Chianti Rufi na . 

 Elegant and fragrant, this opens with 
aromas of pressed rose, crushed violet, wild berry 
and a whiff  of baking spice. The vibrant, focused 
palate delivers juicy red cherry, raspberry, white 
pepper, cinnamon and dried herb. It’s well 
balanced, with supple tannins and bright acidity. 
Drink through 2018.   Dalla Terra Winery Direct . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

    24 
   93   Clément Klur   NV     Crémant d’Alsace . 

 Ripe and exquisitely pure notes of yellow 
apple perfume the nose and palate, against a 
bready, biscuity, rich and complex canvas of 
autolytic development. Freshness pervades and 
the very fi ne, pin-prick of mousse makes these 
fl avors unite and sing. The dryness accentuates 
both purity and precision of this wine. Real class 
and pedigree shine brightly and are even more 
evident in the lingering fi nish.   A.I. Selections . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 21   

    25 

 

  97   Williams Selyem   2012   Bucher Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  This 

is beautifully lilting in preciously defi ned aromas 
of rose petal and wild strawberry. From there, it’s 
all subtlety and ethereal elegance. The wine is 
restrained, nurtured in a basket of nutmeg and 
graham cracker, as well as freshly packed mush-
roomy earth. This wine is a stunner right out of 
the glass, but is sure to continue its fi ne course 
through 2022–2025.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 59   

    26 
   94   Baer   2012   Star    ( Columbia Valley ). 

 Made with 75% Merlot with the rest 
Cabernet Franc, this wine commands attention 
with aromas of dried and fresh herbs, black fruit, 
toast and fl owers. The dark fruit fl avors are rich, 
layered and tightly coiled, captivating attention 
with spot-on balance.   Editors’ Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 32   

    27 
   95   Château du Cèdre   2012   Le Cèdre  

  ( Cahors ).  One of the special cuvées 
from du Cèdre, this impressive wine combines 
intense black fruit freshness with a powerful 
structure. It is full of cidity, ripe fruits and a core 
that is immense. It deserves considerable aging 
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and certainly should not be drunk before 2020.  
 Martine’s Wines . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 50   

    28 
   93   Schloss Gobelsburg   2014   Riesling  

( Kamptal ).  Beautifully pure apple fruit 
plays on nose and palate. Citrus juice frames the 
fruit and heightens the freshness even more. If 
you like a slender, supercrisp style of Riesling, 
the purity of this will have you hooked.   Skurnik 
Wines, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

    29 
   94   Lynmar   2013   Chardonnay  ( Russian 

River Valley ).  This is a tremendous blend 
of various vineyard sites, coaxed together into a 
stunning combination of beautiful fl oral aromas, 
ginger and baked lemon. Given time in half new 
oak, it takes on fl avors of apple and vanilla, never 
venturing out of range and remaining balanced 
and textured.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

    30 

     93   Mascota   2011   Unánime Gran Vino 
Tinto    ( Mendoza ).  Deep and lush up 

front, this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec 
and Cab Franc off ers highly appealing aromas of 
blackberry and toast. Dense, layered and heft y 
on the palate, this extracted but well-balanced 
blend piles on blueberry, black plum, cassis 
and toast fl avors. On the fi nish, darker notes of 
espresso and bitter chocolate take over. Drink 
now through 2018.   Saranty Imports .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

    31 
   95   Guido Porro   2011   Lazzairasco    ( Barolo ). 

 Fresh scents of just-picked rose, bright 
red berry, baking spice, leather and an earthy 
hint of game unfold on this stunning wine. The 
full-bodied palate off ers juicy mature cherry, 
crushed raspberry, licorice, carob, chopped wild 
mint and clove alongside fi rm, velvety tannins 
and bright acidity. Gorgeous!   Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant .  Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 46   

    32 
   94   Melville   2013   Verna’s   Syrah  ( Santa 

Barbara County ).  This is likely the last 
vintage from this vineyard, which the family 
winery seemingly mastered in this bottling. 
There’s an underlying umami-driven smoked 
meat backbone to the nose that also shows bold 
cherry blossom, olallieberry, pepper, dried herbs 
and blackberry-soy sauce. The palate is complex 
yet doesn’t overpower, with bits of purple 
fl owers, blueberry, black pepper and menthol.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 28   

    33 
   93   Efest–e   2013   Evergreen Vineyard   Ries-

ling  ( Ancient Lakes ).  This wine is an 
aromatic tour de force with notes of apricot, pear, 
honey and slate. The off -dry fruit fl avors are ripe, 
lightly spritzy and layered, with a drawn-out feel 
that leads to an explosion of fruit on the fi nish.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

    34 
   93   Domaine Rotier   2012   Renaissance  

  ( Gaillac ).  Concentrated and solid, this 
is packed with dense, dusty tannins as well as 
ripe black fruits. It is complex, balanced between 
tannins and fruit sliced by a shot of acidity. This 
is a wine for aging, don’t drink before 2017.   OZ 
Wine Company .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

    35 
   93   WillaKenzie   2014   Estate Grown   Pinot 

Gris  ( Yamhill-Carlton District ).  This 
wine strikes a resonant balance among mixed 
tree fruits, sappy acids and leesy, textural high-
lights that enliven the mouthfeel. The fi nish 

brings on golden raisins and a hint of nut butter.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — P.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 21   

    36 
   95   Roederer Estate   2007   Brut L’Ermitage 

Estate Bottled    ( Anderson Valley ).  Very 
fruity and fresh in aroma, this elegant wine has 
light, crisp apple and lemon fl avors, fresh-baked 
bread accents and lively acidity. A layered texture 
seems to blend in accents of almond and vanilla, 
increasing complexity with each sip. It’s one of 
California’s blue-chip bubblies.  — J.G.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 48   

    37 
   95   Molino di Sant’Antimo   2010   Varco  

  ( Brunello di Montalcino ).  Earthy aromas 
suggest leather, game, ripe dark berry and grilled 
herb. The palate shows great intensity, with 
black and red cherry, cinnamon, Mediterranean 
herb and star anise alongside bracing but refi ned 
tannins. It’s well balanced and bursting with 
vitality. Drink 2017–2028.   Massanois Imports . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

    38 
   95   Joh. Jos. Prüm   2013   Bernkasteler 

Bad stube Auslese   Riesling  ( Mosel ).  Sheer 
in texture, this honeyed nectar falls on the palate 
like a whisper, but its stone fruit, red berry and 
grapefruit fl avors are powerful and compounding. 
Multifaceted with touches of sugar cookie and 
guava juxtaposed with lime zest and slate, it 
delivers a long, ponderous fi nish.   Valckenberg 
International, Inc .  Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  7.5%  Price: $ 50   

    39 
   95   Blandy’s   2002   Colheita   Bual  ( Madeira ). 

 The sweetest of the Madeira single-
variety wines, this Bual is still laced with intense 
acidity. That brightness is contrasted by the 
toff ee and caramel fl avors, yielding a wine that 
is superrich while remaining so fresh at the end. 
This fi ne wine is ready to drink.   Premium Port 
Wines, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  20%  Price: $ 50   
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    40 
   95   Pichler-Krutzler   2013   Supperin   Grüner 

Veltliner  ( Wachau ).  Floral notes play 
above the aromatic woodruff  and fi g-leaf aromas 
which make this incredibly enticing. The palate 
is slender, tight and totally concentrated. This is 
nervy, high-octane stuff , for now boasting lemon 
and pink grapefruit, without a single ounce of 
fat—and yet this is not ungenerous.   Weygandt-
Metzler . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 31   

    41 
   94   Le Casematte   2012   Quattroenne  

  ( Faro ).  A blend of Nerello Mascalese, 
Nerello Cappuccio, Nocera and Nero d’Avola, this 
polished wine conveys earthy aromas including 
violet, ripe berry, leather, game and baking 
spice. The savory palate doles out juicy black 
cherry, ripe raspberry, licorice, cinnamon and 
clove alongside fi rm, fi ne-grained tannins. Drink 
2016–2020.   Bacchanal Wine Imports .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 35   

    42 
   93   Domaine de l’Ecu   2013   Granite  

  ( Muscadet Sèvre et Maine ).  While the 
wine is rich and seriously textured, it has a pure 
fruitiness that is beguiling, ripe and full of green 
and citrus fl avors. Spice and minerality give a 
strong sense of structure and ageability. Drink 
this fi rm wine from 2016.   Polaner Selections . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 23   

    43 
 95   Carlisle   2012   The Derivative    ( Sonoma 

County ).  This unusual blend combines 
old-vine Sémillon from the Monte Rosso Vine-
yard with Muscadelle and Palomino. Volup-
tuous on the nose, the wine is restrained on the 
palate, with inviting layers of licorice, beeswax 
and stone fruit. Exotic and long lasting, it’s an 
intriguing wine.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 34   

    44 

   

  93   Herdade do Esporão   2011   Esporão 
Reserva    ( Alentejo ).  With 12 months 

wood aging, this powerful wine has managed to 
keep a great sense of balance. Solid tannins are 
tempered by a more dusty texture, smooth black 
plum fruits, rich, concentrated acidity and juicy 
fi nal fruitiness. Drink from 2018.   Esporão Wines 
& Olive Oils .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 23   

    45 
   93   Château les Valentines   2014   Grande 

Cuvée No. 8   Rosé  ( Côtes de Provence La 
Londe ).  From the mountains inland from Saint-
Tropez, this fi nely textured and deliciously fruity 
wine from old vines is a blend of 50% Cinsault 
and 50% Mouvedre. In this well-balanced wine, 
fresh fruits are cut with acidity and given weight 
by a ripely spicy character. It’s full in the mouth 
while remaining completely fresh.   BBR Imports . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 29   

    46 
   94   Ridgeview Estate   2009   South Ridge 

Cuvée Merret Brut    ( England ).  A lift ing 
mix of golden, ripe apple, chamomile, moss and 
honey signals richness and some maturity. The 
palate is poised and holds all of these fl avours 
tightly in a soaring, slender structure that is built 
on a fi rm foundation of bright acidity and subtle 
earthiness. Grown-up, taut, generous and poised, 
this is a honey-edged homage to the South 
Downs.   Lionstone International . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 38   

    47 

   

  94   Hermann J. Wiemer   2012   Magdalena 
Vineyard   Cabernet Franc  ( Seneca Lake ). 

 While the Finger Lakes region is better known 
for Riesling, this gorgeously composed single- 
vineyard Cabernet Franc sets a benchmark 
for American red wine. The nose is delicately 
perfumed of violet, lavender and autumn leaves. 
On the palate, swirls of luscious black fruit 
juxtapose layers of granite and stone. Briskly 
balanced, yet endlessly persistent on the fi nish, 
it’s a standout bottling that’s well worth seeking 
out.   Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 32   

    48 

   94   Spottswoode   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Napa-Sonoma ).  A magical blend of 73% 

Sauvignon Blanc with 27% Sauvignon Musque, 
from a landmark producer of the variety, this is a 
complex and elegant expression of lushly layered 
peach and mandarin orange, balanced and struc-
tured for years to come. From vineyards both 
within Napa Valley and throughout Sonoma, 
including Knights Valley and Sonoma Mountain, 
it’s eminently sippable and a fi ne wine for the 
table.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 38   



Congratulations Aurelio, our partnership

has thrived for three decades, may your

success continue to grow.
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    49 

   94   DanCin   2012   Melodia   Pinot Noir  
( McMinnville ).  With fruit sourced from 

the excellent Hyland Vineyard, this blends a 
pair of Dijon clones and was aged in half new 
French oak for 15 months. Black cherry and 
cola syrup fl avors combine in a sappy, concen-
trated midpalate. Highlights of underbrush and 
balsamic add fl avor interest, and the dry, polished 
tannins frame the fl avors perfectly. There’s every 
reason to believe this can age well, but why wait?  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — P.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 39   

    50 
   94   Melipal   2012   Nazarenas Vineyard  

 Malbec  ( Mendoza ).  Pure, concentrated 
blackberry and cassis aromas are right on target, 
as is most of this impressive Malbec that hails 
from 88-year-old vines. An exuberant palate 
shows young, bouncy, rubbery tannins, while this 
tastes complex, with blackberry and plum fl avors 
playing off  savory, saucy notes. An everlasting 
fi nish says drink all the way through 2027.   The 
Artisan Collection .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 40   

    51 
 94   Gramercy Cellars   2012   Syrah  

( Columbia Valley ).  This wine is a blend 
of four distinctive sites—Minick and Olsen in the 
Yakima Valley, and SJR and Stoney Vine in the 
Walla Walla Valley. It pulls together the best of 
all of them, with brooding notes of mineral, wet 
stone, earthy funk, coff ee, smoked meat and black 
and green olive. The palate steals the show, with 
hypnotic savory fl avors that coalesce around a 
vibrant, extended fi nish. It’s a textural marvel 
that is simply impossible to put down.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 40   

    52 

   

  94   Robert Weil   2013    Riesling  Spätlese 
Tradition  ( Rheingau ).  This sprightly-

sweet Riesling fi lls the glass with an opulent 
fl oral perfume of rose petals and orange blos-
soms. It’s profoundly aromatic, yet remarkably 
elegant, balanced by layers of crisp honeydew and 
peach fl avors. A zesty strike of acidity freshens 
the fi nish.   Loosen Bros. USA . — A.I.  
abv:  8%  Price: $ 40   

    53 
   94   Terre Rouge   2013   Roussanne  ( Sierra 

Foothills ).  Enticing aromas like salted 
nuts, exotic fruit fl avors and a generous viscosity 
in the texture make this a luxurious and distinc-
tive wine. Unusual for a white, it features savory 
hints of tobacco in the lush pineapple and guava 
fl avors. Delicious and unique, it will also age well 
through 2020.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

    54 

   94   Planeta   2011   Santa Cecilia    ( Noto ). 
 Always one of the fi nest expressions 

of Nero d’Avola, this polished, delicious wine 
opens with enticing aromas of blue fl ower, dark 
berry and a whiff  of smoky graphite. The smooth, 
almost creamy palate doles out layers of black-
berry, pomegranate, raspberry, white pepper, 
carob and licorice, while velvety tannins and 

fresh acidity provide support. Drink through 
2021.   Palm Bay International .  Editors’ Choice  .  
— K.O.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 42   

    55 
   93   Richard Rottiers   2014     Moulin-à-Vent . 

 Produced from vines up to 80 years old, 
this is a powerful, wood-aged wine. Tannins are 
mixed with toast, spice and dark plum fl avors. 
Acidity gives freshness and fi nishes the wine 
with very fi ne fruits as well as structure. Age this 
impressive wine and drink from 2018.   Authen-
tique Vin .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

    56 
 93   Adegas Gran Vinum   2014   Selección 

Especial   Albariño  ( Rías Baixas ).  This 
gorgeous Albariño opens with elegant aromas of 
white fl owers, peach and minerals. There’s ample 
acidity, body and fl ow to the palate, while fl avors 
of nectarine, tangerine and lemon are top-shelf. 
A long-lasting, clean-as-polished-glass fi nish 
confi rms excellent overall quality.   Grapes of 
Spain .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 27   

    57 
   93   Nino Franco   2014   Vigneto della Riva 

di San Floriano Brut    ( Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore ).  This dazzling spar-
kler opens with enticing aromas of wisteria, 
spring wild fl owers, vineyard dust and freshly 
picked orchard fruit. The crisp, linear palate 
doles out green apple, nectarine, pear and ener-
gizing mineral notes alongside a creamy perlage 
and vibrant acidity. It’s perfectly balanced and 
refreshing.   Terlato Wines International .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 29   

    58 
 95   Hess Collection   2012   Small Block 

Series   Malbec  ( Mount Veeder ).  From 
one of the few Napa Valley wineries to showcase 
Malbec, this wine is a testament to the virtues 
of that devotion. It off ers rich, dreamy fl avors of 
blueberry cobbler, blackberry and licorice, lift ed 
acidity and plush, soft  tannins, all gorgeously 
fi nished in spicy chocolate and vanilla.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 55   
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In winemaking, the ancient process of drying the grapes is 

used to concentrate the fl avors. Masi Expertise is the original 

interpretation of this time-honored method which produces 

delicious, majestic and elegant wines. Masi Expertise creates 

Costasera, the model of modern Amarone.
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    59 
 95   Betz Family   2012   Père de Famille  

 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Columbia Valley ). 
 This arresting wine delivers aromas of fresh-
ground coff ee, sweet spices, licorice, dark fruit, 
pencil box, bay leaf, black currant and smoke, 
showing so much nuance you want to just keep 
on sniffi  ng. The palate brings inky, dense, seam-
less dark fruit fl avors and beautifully integrated 
tannins. It’s completely irresistible now—a fl at 
out stunner—but promises to have a long life in 
the cellar.   Editors’ Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 72   

    60 
   94   Sottimano   2012     Barbaresco .  Freshly 

picked roses, violets and woodland berry 
aromas come together on the nose. The tense 
palate delivers wild cherry, black raspberry, lico-
rice, ground pepper and tobacco alongside a fi rm 
backbone of tightly woven, ultrafi ne tannins. It’s 
a gorgeous combination of fi nesse and struc-
ture but at the moment it’s still tightly tannic 
and needs time to unwind. Drink 2018–2027.  
 Giuliana Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 48   

    61 
 93   Penfolds   2012   Bin 28 Kalimna   Shiraz  

( South Australia ).  Named for one of 
Barossa’s top vineyards, this blends fruit from 
Barossa, McLaren Vale, Clare Valley and Lang-
horne Creek into a splendid warm-climate Shiraz. 
It’s full bodied, dense and dusty in texture, with 
rich dark-fruit fl avors of dates, blackberries and 
blueberries. Hints of baking spices and mocha 
from the barrel-aging should integrate nicely 
over the next several years. Drink 2017–2025.  
 Treasury Wine Estates .  Editors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

    62 

   93   Aveleda   2013   Reserva da Familia  
  ( Bairrada ).  A fascinating blend of the 

local grape Maria Gomes and Chardonnay, this 
spicy, fragrant wine is full of ripe fruit notes and 
vibrant acidity. It remains light at heart despite 
all the complexity. It could be drunk now, but will 
be better from 2016.   Aveleda Imports .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 30   

    63 

     92   Errazuriz   2013   Max Reserva   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Aconcagua Valley ).  This 

is a powerful Cabernet comprised of all the key 
players. The nose is oaky, with coconut and 
vanilla aromas alongside fast and furious spiced 
berry scents. A meter-pushing palate tastes of 
spiced cherry, blackberry, herbs and chocolate, 
while the fi nish simmers with coff ee and mocha 
notes. Drink through 2020.   Vintus LLC .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

    64 

   

  93   Pieropan   2012   Calvarino    ( Soave Clas-
sico ).  Made from vines that are between 

30 and 60 years old, this radiant white opens 
with aromas that recall white spring fl ower, 
mint and pear. The elegant, linear palate delivers 
concentrated fl avors of juicy apple, creamy pear 
and zesty citrus, with fi rm acidity. The lingering 
fi nish closes on a mineral note.   E & J Gallo . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 31   

    65 
   94   Emilio Moro   2011   Malleolus    ( Ribera del 

Duero ).  This pure, bullish, smoky Tinto 
Fino is full of charred blackberry, cassis and lico-
rice aromas. The palate is massive but superbly 
balanced. Flavors of mocha, black coff ee, bitter 
chocolate, toast, blackberry and cassis fi nish 
with power and precision. Drink 2017–2025.  
 Skurnik Wines, Inc .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 49   

    66 
   95   Bruno Paillard   2004   Blanc de Blancs 

Brut    ( Champagne ).  This mature wine 
shows its toasty side. A mineral texture is now 
integrated with the almond, yeast and bread 
fl avors to give a wine that’s crisp while no longer 
bringing out its fruit. This wine is elegant with 
poise and great style. Drink now.   Multiple U.S. 
importers .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 90   

    67 
   96   Darioush   2011   Signature Series  

 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ). 
 Sanguine and brooding in dense layers of juicy 
black fruit, leather and tobacco, this is classic 
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Argentine Wine Specialist 

®, we also market exceptional wines and sakes from California, Chile, Japan 
and New Zealand. All of our producers are estate-grown, sustainably-farmed and family-owned.

Find us at: www.vinodelsol.com     

YOUR TRUSTED SOURCE
®

ZOLO

Luján de Cuyo, Mendoza
Top 100, Wine Spectator

TAPIZ

San Pablo, Mendoza
91 pts, Stephen Tanzer / Vinous

FORMATION

Monterey, California 
Gold Medal, San Francisco 
Chronicle

LAMADRID 

Agrelo, Mendoza
94 pts, JamesSuckling.com

ZAHA & TEHO 

Paraje Altamira, Mendoza
95 pts, Wine Advocate

MANOTSURU -

KURA SELECTIONS

Niigata, Japan
Gold Medal, National Sake Competition

PURAMUN

Uco Valley, Mendoza
93 pts, Wine Advocate

MANOS NEGRAS

Argentina & Chile
91 pts, Decanter

VERUM 
Río Negro, Patagonia
91 pts, JamesSuckling.com

GEN5

Lodi, California
Best Buy, Wine Enthusiast

LAGAR DE BEZANA

Alto Cachapoal, Chile
93 pts, Wine Enthusiast

ALTOCEDRO

La Consulta, Mendoza
92 pts, Wine Enthusiast

CELEBRATING 11 YEARS
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Napa Valley Cabernet with an elegance at its 
core, that’s also seamless, complex and age-
worthy. From relatively cooler sites in Oak Knoll 
and Mount Veeder, and a cooler year too, this 
vintage sings for this producer, showing balance 
and power in equal measure.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 95   

    68 

 

  95   Damilano   2011   Cannubi    ( Barolo ). 
 Fragrant blue fl ower, perfumed berry, 

leather, cake spice and a balsamic note are some 
of the scents you’ll fi nd on this gorgeous, forward 
Barolo. The delicious palate off ers raspberry, 
wild cherry, cinnamon, white pepper clove and 
tobacco. Ripe, polished tannins make this already 
accessible but it will also age well for a decade 
or more. Enjoy 2016–2023.   Vias Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 90   

    69 
   95   Clos Mogador   2012     Priorat .  With its 

patented blend of ripe plum and berry 
aromas matched against notes of wood smoke, 
herbs and leather, this is ripped and focused in 
the mouth, with strong but manageable tannins. 
Flavors of buttery oak, schist, blackberry and 
cassis culminate with mocha, vanilla and an 
overall sense of greatness. Drink from 2017 
through 2025.   Europvin USA .  Editors’ Choice  .  
— M.S.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 90   

    70 
   92   Domaine Maby   2014   Prima Donna  

 Rosé  ( Tavel ).  This complex rosé eff ort-
lessly combines hints of fl owers, dried spices, 
garrigue and red berries. It’s full-bodied yet para-
doxically weightless, buoyed by a long fi nish of 
crushed stone and fresh lime juice. Drink it over 
the next few years.   Vintage Imports, Inc .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

    71 
 95   Avennia   2012   Arnaut Boushey Vine-

yard   Syrah  ( Yakima Valley ).  This wine 
shines with notes of smoked meat, mineral, dark 
coff ee and earthy funk. The fl avors are dense, 
rich and voluptuous, while retaining an exquisite 
sense of balance. It’s an exclamation point of a 
wine that’s approachable now.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— S.S.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 50   

    72 
   94   Ridolfi    2010     Brunello di Montalcino . 

 Alluring aromas of wild berry, leather, 
forest fl oor, Mediterranean brush and a balsamic 
note mingle in the glass. The tight palate doles 
out Morello cherry, crushed raspberry, baking 
spice and grilled herb alongside fi rm tannins and 
vibrant acidity. White pepper closes the fi nish. 
It’s well balanced but needs time to develop 
complexity. Drink 2018–2028.   Opici Wines . 
— K.O.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 50   

    73 

   

  94   Justin   2012   Savant    ( Paso Robles ). 
 Lush and lavish in all the right ways, this 

blend of 70% Syrah, 21% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 9% Petite Sirah shows vanilla cream, clove 
chiff on and blueberry pudding on the nose. The 
palate packs more blueberry fruit as well as black 
pepper, graphite, espresso bean and toasted sage, 
all framed by a solid structure of tooth-coating 
tannins.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

    74 
   93   Agustí Torelló Mata   2008   Gran Reserva 

Barrica Brut Nature    ( Cava ).  This is 
superb Cava, no ifs, ands or buts. Soft , yeasty, 
complex aromas of bready apple and spice feed 
into a round, yeasty palate. Bready fl avors of pear, 
papaya and mango end with stony minerality and 
a closing note of lime.   Ethnica Foods & Wines . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 37   

    75 
   92   Alexandre Monmousseau   2013   Clos le 

Vigneau    ( Vouvray ).  A dry Vouvray, crisp 
and rich, this brings out all the complexity of 
Chenin Blanc. Nuts, yellow fruits and green apple 
fl avors are well integrated and balanced. A light 
spice aft ertaste gives an exotic fi nish. Drink now, 
or age until 2018.   Kysela Père et Fils .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

    76 
   94   Cherubino   2010   Cabernet Sauvignon  

( Margaret River ).  Of the three Cheru-
bino 2010 Cabernets, I slightly preferred this one 
(the blended version), but just by a hair. The nose 
boasts seductive aromas of cedar, smoke, brown 
sugar and maple syrup, backed up on the palate 
by a convergence of chocolaty and meaty fl avors 
that end in a soft ly dusty fi nale. Full bodied and 
supple, it’s drinkable now, but should drink 
well through at least 2020.   Middleton Family . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 54   

    77 
   94   François Lurton   2011   Alka   Carme-

nère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  This superb 
Carmenère is lusty but intricate on the bouquet, 
with aromas of baked plum, blackberry, balsam 
wood, leather and horse hide. The palate shows a 
complex blend of high-voltage power and density; 
fl avors of roasted blackberry, chocolate, pepper 
and root beer fi nish deep and oaky. Drink through 
2020.   Winesellers, Ltd .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

    78 
   94   San Rustico   2009   Gaso    ( Amarone della 

Valpolicella Classico ).  Baked plum, 
fragrant blue fl ower, sweet baking spice, euca-
lyptus and a balsamic note are just some of the 
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aromas you’ll fi nd on this bold, delicious wine. 
The round, smooth palate delivers layers of ripe 
wild cherry, raspberry compote, mocha, vanilla, 
star anise and a hint of raisin alongside velvety, 
enveloping tannins that give it a silky texture. 
Despite the big structure, it has an almost 
weightless feel.   Votto Vines Importing . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 60   

    79 
   94   Château de Rayne Vigneau   2011  

   Sauternes .  Sumptuous, ripe and very full 
on the palate, this wine is dense and packed with 
notes of botrytis that give a strong sense of struc-
ture. This well-balanced wine shows potential to 
age, off ering rich acacia honey and beautiful fi nal 
acidity. Drink from 2020.  — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 60   

    80 

   

  94   Marqués de Riscal   2010   Baron de 
Chirel Reserva    ( Rioja ).  This deep, 

smoky, minerally wonder is full to the brim with 
ripe blackberry, tobacco and fi ne-oak aromas. In 
the mouth, this Tempranillo-led blend is rich and 
jammy but not out of shape. Blackberry, prune 
and toasty fl avors fi nish lusty, with a touch of 
heat and burn that should settle in due time. 
Drink now through 2023.   Shaw-Ross Interna-
tional Importers .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

    81 
   93   Villa Raiano   2013   Ventidue    ( Fiano di 

Avellino ).  Aromas of green pear, yellow 
apple and sage accompany a smoky whiff  of fl int 
stone. The structured, vibrant palate delivers a 
wonderful depth of fl avors, including mature 
apple, white peach, orange zest, grilled rosemary 
and energizing mineral. It’s impeccably balanced, 
with bright acidity.   Siena Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 35   

    82 
   92   Mas de Libian   2012   Khayyâm    ( Côtes 

du Rhône ).  This superripe blend of 
Grenache (70%), Syrah (15%) and Mourvèdre 
(15%) is full-bodied, with a rich, creamy texture 
and a long, velvety fi nish. Spice and herb notes 
accent dusty black cherries, and a hint of cocoa 
sneaks in as well. Drink now–2017.   Petit Pois 
Corporation .  Editors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

    83 

   

  93   Pegasus Bay   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Waipara 
Valley ).  Peg Bay is the fl agship winery 

of Waipara, yet the wines remain realistically 
priced. Plum, cola and cherry notes are accompa-
nied by strongly umami sensations akin to mush-
room and roasted beef, giving this wine ample 
complexity. While the wine is concentrated, it 
has an airy, graceful feel to it. Drink 2016–2024.  
 Empson USA Ltd .  Editors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 41   

    84 
   92   Tenuta delle Terre Nere   2013   Bianco  

  ( Etna ).  Delicate, attractive aromas of 
chamomile, pear and brimstone lead the nose 
on this graceful wine. The linear palate delivers 
green apple, juicy pear, savory herb and mineral 
alongside fresh acidity. It’s linear, vertical and 
elegant. Hold for complexity. Drink 2015–2020.  
 de Grazia Imports LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

    85 
   92   Domaine les Pins   2014   Cuvée les 

Rochettes    ( Bourgueil ).  This rich, struc-
tured wine is packed with both fi rm tannins and 
rich red fruits. Still young, it has all the makings 
of a dense, balanced wine that will refl ect the 
great fruit of the vintage. Age this smoky, full-
bodied wine and drink from 2017.   T. Elenteny 
Imports .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

    86 
 92   Southern Right   2013   Pinotage  ( Hemel 

en Aarde ).  This is a lovely, layered and 
complex Pinotage, with waves of earthy spice 
and brambly fruit that mingle harmoniously on 
the nose and palate. The mouthfeel is plush and 
velvety, brimming with rich wild berry, game, 
licorice and sweet smoke notes that linger long 
on the structured, evolving fi nish. It’s decadent 
and delicious now, but will also hold well through 
2021.   Vineyard Brands .  Editors’ Choice  .  — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 27   

    87 
   94   Latta   2012   Upland Vineyard   Grenache  

( Snipes Mountain ).  This wine arrests 
the senses with dazzlingly pure aromas of dark 
raspberries, cherries, clove, mineral and spice. 
Flavors are intense, layered, and rich without 
sacrifi cing one iota of balance. The plush mouth-
feel and long fi nish only add to the enjoyment 
and sensory experience.   Editors’ Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 40   

    88 

   

  94   Iron Horse   2010   Brut X    ( Green Valley ). 
 Brut X is an extreme brut, made in a bone-

dry style from a blend of 31% Chardonnay and 
69% Pinot Noir with no added sugar. It’s then 
aged four years. Floral in honeysuckle, the fl avors 
are sharply focused and salty, a mix of lemon, 
pear and peach that can be enjoyed before, during 
and aft er a meal.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

    89 
   94   Ferrando   2010   White Label    ( Carema ). 

 Violet, rose, cherry, baking spice, Alpine 
herb and mineral are some of the aromas and 
fl avors you’ll fi nd on this radiant Nebbiolo. 
Bright acidity and silky tannins balance the juicy 
palate. It’s elegant and boasts great depth, but 
will continue to evolve for years. Drink through 
2030.   Rosenthal Wine Merchants . — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 60   
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    90 
 94   H. Blin   2006   Millesime Brut    ( Champagne ).

 Crisp, tight acidity and still-young, fresh 
fruitiness give this wine its initial brightness. 
Rich and full in the mouth, it also has a range of 
complex fruit fl avors followed by hints of toasti-
ness that will only continue to develop. It should 
be aged further, so drink from 2016.   Vinamericas 
Selections .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 60   

    91 

92   Dog Point   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Marlborough ).  Everything you’d ever 

want in a Sauvignon Blanc is here—and then 
some. Grassy, herbal, citrusy aromas set the pace, 
joined by some slightly feral, wooly pungency that 
adds even greater complexity. On the palate, it’s 
plump and mouthwatering without being exces-
sively tart, and lingers gloriously on the fi nish.  
 Vintus LLC .  Editors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

    92 
 93   Jerusalem Wineries   2013   3400

Premium   Shiraz  ( Judean Hills ).  Aromas 
of blueberry and clove, with a soft  hint of cinnamon 
set the scene for fl avors of blackberry, anise, black 
pepper, vanilla and white chocolate. A grid of 
smooth tannins makes way for a fi nish dotted by 
fl avors of dark berry, spice, and cranberry sauce.  
 Kosher.   Allied Importers, USA, LTD . — M.D.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

    93 
   92   As Laxas   2014   Albariño  ( Rías Baixas ). 

 Pure minerals, peach and melon aromas 
come with a hint of leesy dust. This wine is elegant, 
chiseled and minerally on the palate. Flavors of 
dusty apple and citrus end long and stony, with 
class. Laxas is a top-fl ight Albariño producer and 
this vintage is one of its best. Drink now.   Frontier 
Wine Imports .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

    94 
   93   Boeger   2013   Walker Vineyard   Zinfandel  

( El Dorado ).  Purely delicious, this has 
stunning and distinctive aromas and fl avors that 
recall pomegranate juice and blueberries, plus a 
velvety-smooth texture. While very full bodied, 
this wine does not win with power but with 
grace. It has excellent balance and harmony, and 
stands above the crowd.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  15.6%  Price: $ 19   

    95 
   92   Georges Duboeuf   2013   Domaine 

Beranger    ( Pouilly-Fuissé ).  With notice-
able wood fl avors, this sophisticated wine is 
smooth, rich and creamy. It has enough fruit 
to sustain all this toast, giving a wine that has 
a fresh line that runs right through it, passing 
apples and fresh apricots on the way. Drink from 
2016.   Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

    96 

 

  93   Ouled Thaleb   2012   Médaillon    ( Zenata ). 
 Aromas of black cherry, espresso bean 

and white chocolate tease the palate in this 
Moroccan blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
30% Merlot and 10% Syrah. Brightness reigns 
despite powerful tannins, and fl avors of black 
cherry, rhubarb, jalapeño, coriander seed, vanilla 
and citrus zest are a pleasure on the tongue.  
 Nomadic Distribution .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.D.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

    97 
   92   Domaine Gerovassiliou   2013   Single 

Vineyard   Malagousia  ( Epanomi ).  Zippy, 
fresh aromas of citrus and white fruit lead the 
nose. Ripe fruit balanced by good acidity and a 
lingering, luscious fi nish make this an exemplary 

Greek pour. Pair with poultry, grilled seafood or 
enjoy as an apéritif.   Cava Spiliadis . — S.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 23   

    98 

 93   Lagar de Bezana   2012   Edición 
Limitada   Syrah  ( Alto Cachapoal ). 

 Lagar de Bezana makes some of Chile’s fi nest 
warm-climate Syrah. This example, from a warm 
vintage to boot, opens with aromas of pencil 
lead, raw oak, boysenberry and black currant. 
The palate is rock solid and impermeable at this 
young stage, while fl avors of toasty black fruits 
off er nuances of mint, espresso and herbs on the 
lively fi nish. Drink through 2022.   Vino Del Sol . 
Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

    99 
   92   Jardin   2012   Barrel Fermented   Char-

donnay  ( Stellenbosch ).  Despite being 
barrel fermented, this attractive white manages 
to maintain a vivid vibrancy and freshness, with 
notes of fresh red apple, fi rm peach, pineapple 
core, green mango and clementine that are all 
infused with delicate hints of toasted oak and 
baking spice. Ample acidity lift s the medium-
weight palate and rich melon, apple and toasted 
brioche fl avors, leading into the long, lingering 
wood-spiced fi nish.   USA Wine West .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

    100 
   92   Château Peyrabon   2012   Haut-Médoc . 

 Peyrabon is owned by a branch of the 
Bernard family that also owns Domaine de 
Chevalier. This powerful, complex wine shows 
its pedigree. Dark tannins and ripe black fruits 
are all evidence of its aging potential. Drink from 
2018.   Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25    
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W
ashington State has seen explosive growth over the last 15 years, ballooning from 200 wineries to more than 
850 today. With this growth has come an influx of talented winemakers, each with their own ideas about 
what Washington wine is, and how it should be made. 

Though young, many of these winemakers have diversifi ed the style and increased overall wine quality in the 
state. The four winemakers chronicled here are among those having an outsized impact on Washington’s wines. 

WASHINGTON’S 
GAME CHANGERS 

Age is no issue for these four bold winemakers, who 
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 are altering the landscape of northwestern wine.

BY S E A N  P.  S U L L I V A N

P H O T O S  B Y  G R A N T  G U N D E R S O N
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Josh McDaniels
Doubleback & Sweet Valley Wines

Josh McDaniels became interested in wine at age 
12, considerably earlier than most. He was invited 
to a release party at famed Leonetti Cellar in 
Walla Walla, whose winemaker, Chris Figgins, was 
McDaniels’ youth group leader at church. 

“I got bit by the bug,” McDaniels says. “I fell 
in love with bringing farming into this really 
beautiful product.”

McDaniels began to pester Figgins for grape-
vines. “He eventually gave me 25 Cabernet vines 
that I planted in my parents’ backyard,” he says. 
By the age of 15, he had made his fi rst wine at a 
custom crush facility. 

McDaniels began working at Leonetti Cellar 
in 2007. Aft er graduating high school, he applied 
to the local community college’s viticulture and 
enology program. There was just one problem: He 
was too young to drink.

“They didn’t want to accept me because I was 
underage,” he says. 

With support from the Figgins family and 
others in the winemaking community, McDaniels 
entered the program alongside people training for 
their second, third or even fourth careers. 

“It certainly was intimidating,” he says. “At the 
same time, I think it kind of added to the allure of 
it to be pushing boundaries.”

Aft er graduating, McDaniels spent a summer 
in Argentina working for Paul Hobbs at Viña 
Cobos. He returned to Walla Walla and continued 
to work with Figgins, assisting on the Doubleback 
project for former NFL star and Walla Walla native 
Drew Bledsoe. 

“I played football growing up,” McDaniels says. 
“Drew was kind of this mythical creature that all 
young athletes in Walla Walla aspire to be.” 

Now, at 27, McDaniels is the winemaker for 
Bledsoe’s winery. He also has his own small 
winery, Sweet Valley Wines. 

Despite his youth, McDaniels has already been 
making wine longer than many in Washington. 

“I’m defi nitely young, and I get that,” he says. 
“But I’ve been fortunate to be surrounded by 
some great people, and I’ve tried to learn what I 
can from them.” 

McDaniels credits Figgins for taking him under 
his wing when he was barely a teenager. 

“I owe him the world,” he says.

92 Doubleback 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Walla Walla Valley); $99

92 Stolen Horse 2012 Syrah (Columbia 
Valley); $48

By the age of 15, 
[McDaniels] had 

made his fi rst wine at a 
custom crush facility. 
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Mike Macmorran
Mark Ryan Winery & Manu Propria

“One of my earliest memories is sitting on a 
bench with my great-grandmother, watching her 
ferment cucumbers and cabbages,” says Mike 
Macmorran of Mark Ryan and Manu Propria 
wineries in Woodinville. “She just loved ferment-
ing things. It sparked my interest.”

Macmorran’s fascination with fermentation 
led him to study science and ultimately pursue 
a medical degree in Seattle. At the end of his 
second year of medical school, his wife posed a 
question that would change his life. 

“She asked me what I wanted to do when I 
was done being a physician,” Macmorran says. “I 
told her I wanted to open a small winery. She said, 
‘So you’re going to medical school to someday 
have a winery? Why don’t you just cut out 30 
years of the process?’ ”

Putting his medical career on hold, 
Macmorran, now 37, began to volunteer at DeLille 
Cellars in Woodinville in 2005. 

“I would work there from 7 to 3 and then 
change my clothes and go work at a bar to help 
pay the bills,” he says. 

In 2006, he was hired full-time as a cellar 
worker and worked his way up to assistant 
winemaker. In 2008, he joined Mark Ryan Winery, 
becoming winemaker the following year.

“I try to stay true to Mark McNeilly’s style from 
when he started the winery in 1999,” Macmorran 
says of his approach at Mark Ryan. “The wines 
are bigger and more broad-shouldered, with a 
full-fruited profi le.” 

This stands in contrast to his own brand, 
Manu Propria. Its focus is on producing Cabernet 
Sauvignon from Red Willow Vineyard, planted in 
1972 by Mike Sauer. 

“[With] Red Willow wines, the fruit is there, 
but it’s wrapped in these non-fruit elements 
that are reminiscent to me of a slightly cooler 
climate,” he says. 

Ultimately, Macmorran’s intention with Manu 
Propria is larger than the wine itself. 

“I think it’s important to recognize the people 
who have contributed so much to this industry,” 
he says. “That’s really what Manu Propria is 
about—honoring Mike Sauer and his family and 
what they have done for this industry.”

92 Mark Ryan 2012 Wild Eyed Syrah (Red 
Mountain); $48

91 Manu Propria 2012 Ex Animo Red Willow 
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Yakima 
Valley); $35

Putting his medical 
career on hold, 

Macmorran began 
to volunteer at 

DeLille Cellars in 
Woodinville.
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Acclaimed wines founded on a commitment to excellence...

90 PTS
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...and the critics agree.

Peter Deutsch, Co-Founder Jim Nantz, Co-Founder
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Andrew Latta
Latta Wines

Andrew Latta was just 13 years old when his 
interest in wine was fi rst piqued. 

“One of my dad’s friends explained to me how 
to spot a counterfeit Chianti,” Latta says. “That 
was the fi rst moment when I thought, ‘Oh, there’s 
more to this than just some stuff that I don’t think 
tastes very good!’ ”

While attending college in northern Kentucky, 
Latta waited tables to pay the bills, learning all 
he could about wine. Aft er studying to become 
a sommelier and spending a year as a wine 
director at a fi ve-star resort in Phuket, Thailand, 
he decided to move to Walla Walla to study 
viticulture and enology. 

“I saw a lot of potential in Washington and in 
Walla Walla,” Latta says.

Latta started out working at Dunham Cellars 
and, in 2006, he interviewed with winemaker 
Charles Smith (K Vintners, Charles Smith Wines), 
whose star was quickly rising. It did not go well. 

“We had the most contentious interview I’ve 
ever had in my life,” Latta says. Smith grilled him 
about grapes, producers and wines. “He would 
ask me what the fi ve fi rst growths were, and then 
while I was answering, would start mentioning 
super seconds to throw me off.” 

Smith offered Latta a job. 
Latta worked as winemaker for Smith from 

2006–14, overseeing a program that grew to 
include more than 750,000 cases of wine across 
six different brands. 

“Charles gave me tremendous responsibility, 
trust and leeway,” Latta says. “I wouldn’t be where 
I am without him.”

In 2011, Latta started Latta Wines as a side 
project. He left  Charles Smith Wines in 2014 to 
make it a fulltime endeavor. 

“It’s 100% varietal and site driven,” Latta says 
of his focus at the winery. “I’m just trying to show 
what the sites I’m working with can do.”

Now 36, with 10 years of winemaking experi-
ence, Latta focuses on Grenache, Malbec and 
Roussanne. 

“I’m just trying to make the wines that 
Washington wants to make,” he says. “You have 
concentration and richness here, but you 
also have balance. It’s a great place to be 
making wine.”

94 Latta 2012 Upland Vineyard Grenache 
(Snipes Mountain); $40

92 Latta 2013 Lawrence Vineyards 
Roussanne (Columbia Valley); $30

“I’m just trying to 
make the wines that 

Washington wants to 
make. You have con-
centration and rich-

ness here, but you also 
have balance.” 



PAUL HOBBS
W i n e  C o n s u l t a n t

Nieto stands out for its 

focus on quality.
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Ryan Crane
Kerloo Cellars

Ryan Crane became interested in wine while 

waiting tables in college. Aft er briefl y selling 

wine for a distributor and working for an 

industrial painting company, he moved to 

Walla Walla in 2005 to study viticulture 

and enology.

“I took the plunge,” Crane says. “It was 

honestly nothing more than wanting to 

try my hand at making wines from 

Washington State.”

Aft er stints at Forgeron Cellars and Va 

Piano, Crane started his own winery, Kerloo 

Cellars, on a shoestring in 2007. 

“I didn’t have any money,” he says. “I had 

like 10,000 bucks, so I said, ‘How much fruit 

can I get for 10,000 bucks?’” Kerloo Cellars, 

named aft er the call of the crane, had begun. 

At Kerloo, Crane focuses on wines 

that come from specifi c blocks of specifi c 

vineyards, each of which are listed on the 

back label. 

“I was tasting a lot of wines that I felt like 

didn’t have a sense of place,” Crane says. 

“I wanted to build a portfolio of wines that 

made you feel something versus just taste 

something.”

Kerloo focuses on Syrah, Mourvèdre and 

Grenache, but also dabbles in other varieties 

like Malbec and Tempranillo. 

“We’re mostly a Rhône shop, with the rest 

fun varieties that I think are up-and-coming in 

Washington,” Crane says.

At the winery, Crane, 38, focuses on 

making wines in an old-fashioned style. 

“We’re really gentle with the fruit,” he says. 

“We foot-stomp all the Syrah and Grenache. 

It doesn’t go through any sort of destemmer 

or anything. I want whole clusters to bring 

some texture, length and earthy restraint to 

the wines.”

Ultimately, the emphasis at Kerloo is on 

creating wines of character. 

“For me, every single lot tells a different 

story,” Crane says. “The goal is to create 

wines that challenge people’s palates and 

focus on the rawness of the fruit that we 

have in Washington.”

92 Kerloo Cellars 2013 Art Den Hoed 
Vineyard Mourvèdre (Yakima Valley); 
$32

91 Kerloo Cellars 2013 Majestic Grenache 
(Columbia Valley); $26

“I wanted to build 
a portfolio of wines 
that made you feel 

something versus just 
taste something.” 
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The best choices for your cocktail and glass this year.
B Y  K A R A  N E W M A N

M
aking the decision to double our annual Top 50 Spirits list was easy. Narrowing the list of stellar spirits down to 
an even 100? That was the hard part.

Never before have there been so many great spirits from which to choose. It seems like I say that every year, but 
this year in particular, I’ve been lucky to sample a handful of spirits from distillers who’ve declared, “This bottle 
represents the apex of my experience.”

Consider, for example, Don Pancho Origenes Reserva Rum Aged 30 Years. Aft er more than 50 years as a hired gun making rum for 
a wide range of companies, this was the rum that Francisco “Don Pancho” Fernandez yearned to bottle—and it’s delicious, redolent 
with toff ee and spice. Another astonishing bottle: Angel’s Envy Finished in Port Wine Barrels, a sip-worthy magnum opus Bourbon 
from the late Lincoln Henderson. 

It’s diffi  cult to not be in awe of these distillers. And as a critic, I’m deeply appreciative of their work. It’s also impossible not to 
declare the spirits class of 2015 as the best and brightest yet.

Then again, there’s always next year. 

TOP 

100
SPIRITS

of 2015
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Bourbon
 97 Elijah Craig 23-Year-Old Single Barrel (USA; 

Heaven Hill Distillery, Bardstown, KY). This 
limited-edition bottling of rare extra-aged Bourbons 
becomes more concentrated and rich when allowed 
to open up in the glass: look for coconut, vanilla, oak 
and a dry fi nish accented with cocoa and leather. 
Just a splash of branchwater, and this is a sipper to 
savor. 
abv: 45% Price: $200

 94 Old Grand-Dad Bonded Bourbon (USA; Jim 
Beam Distilling, Clermont, KY). This high-

rye, 100-proof Bourbon features a brown-sugar 
aroma and bold, mouthwatering notes of cocoa, 
hazelnut and toff ee, fi nishing long. Smoother than 
expected from a high-proof whiskey, it holds up 
to dilution, still showing lots of fl avor even with 
branchwater added. Launched with new orange-
and-green label in January 2015. Best Buy.
abv: 50% Price: $25

 94 Angel’s Envy Finished in Port Wine Barrels 
(USA; Louisville Distilling Company, Louis-

ville, KY). Luxe and velvety, this port-fi nished Bour-
bon shows bold caramel and toff ee up front, mor-
phing into notes of sherry, honey and rounded red 
fruit. Plush and very soft , it needs little more than 
an ice cube.
abv: 43.3% Price: $46

 93 Colonel E.H. Taylor Jr. Single Barrel Bourbon 
(USA; Buffalo Trace Distillery, Frankfort, 

KY). Relatively smooth for 100 proof, this light, 
silky Bourbon shows bold vanilla and toff ee, plus a 
mouthwatering baking-spice fi nish. It’s a good sip-
per with an ice cube, or mix into a top-fl ight old 
fashioned. 
abv: 50% Price: $60

93 Michter’s US *1
Toasted Barrel Fin-

ish Bourbon (USA; Michter’s 
Distillery, Louisville, KY). So 
named because aft er full 
maturation in a charred oak 
barrel, it’s fi nished in a new 
barrel that has been toasted 
(not charred). The end re-
sult is light but complex, 
featuring vanilla, buttery 
brioche and hints of rich 
butterscotch, settling on 
fl eeting baking spice and 
sarsaparilla, with a notice-
ably buttery and oily feel.
abv: 45.7% Price: $48

92 Mulligan’s Bourbon (USA; Golden Bever-
age Group, Ballwin, MO). Despite the hokey 

golf logo on the bottle, this four-year-old Kentucky 
Bourbon was a pleasant surprise. Bottled in Mis-
souri and sold by Mulligan’s Grill, a golf-themed bar 
and grill in Ellisville, MO, this is a light, balanced 
sipper that features bold caramel with hints of or-
ange and grapefruit peel, almost like a head start on 
citrusy cocktails. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $24

 92 Parker’s Heritage Collection 2014 Release 
(USA; Heaven Hill Distillery, Bardstown, KY).

This 13-year-old straight-wheat whiskey is a limit-
ed-edition release to raise funds for ALS research, 
in honor of Heaven Hill Master Distiller Emeritus 
Parker Beam. It’s full of luxe caramel charm, with 
vanilla, crème brûlée and a touch of orange peel. It’s 
bottled at cask strength; be prepared to add plenty of 
water to enjoy, otherwise it’s quite fi ery.
abv: 63.7% Price: $90

Rye Whiskey
 98 A Midwinter Night’s Dram (USA; High West 

Distillery, Salt Lake City, UT). This limited-
edition blend of straight rye whiskeys fi nished in 
French oak and former port barrels off ers huge, 
rounded notes of rich toff ee, dark fruit, orange peel 
and mulling spices. It’s almost like a wintry whiskey 
punch in a bottle. The language on the label winks at 
Shakespeare, making this a special gift  for a theater 
lover as well as a whiskey lover. 
abv: 42% Price: $80

 95 Wild Turkey Forgiven (USA; Wild Turkey 
Distilling, Lawrenceburg, KY). A hybrid of 

six-year-old Bourbon (78%) and four-year-old rye 
(22%), this whiskey off ers plenty of bold vanilla, 
with a cookie dough-like sweetness drying to a 
gentle spicy fade. A splash of branchwater balances 
the alcohol heat and coaxes out more robust pops 
of spice.
abv: 45.5% Price: $50

 93 Woodford Reserve Rye (USA; Brown-Forman, 
Louisville, KY). The latest addition to the 

Woodford line has a sweet aroma, evoking allspice, 
root beer and caramel. The palate shows plenty of 
vanilla and caramel but fi nishes bracingly dry and 
spicy, with bitter chocolate, clove and a tongue-
numbing touch of cayenne. 
abv: 45.2% Price: $38

 92 Russell’s Reserve Rye Small Batch 6 Year Old 
(USA; Wild Turkey Distilling, Lawrenceburg, 

KY). The warm and fruity scent is reminiscent of 
fresh apples drizzled with caramel. On the palate, 
spicy cinnamon leads, soft ening to caramel midpal-
ate and fi nishing with sizzling cinnamon, clove and 
cayenne. Adjusted with water, a saline note emerges, 
creating a pleasing salted caramel-like sipper.
abv: 45% Price: $42

90 Dad’s Hat Pennsyl-
vania Rye Whiskey 

Finished in Vermouth 
Barrels (USA; Mountain 
Laurel Spirits, Bristol, PA).
The only Pennsylvania-
style rye actually made in 
Pennsylvania is fi nished for 
three months in former 
sweet-vermouth casks from 
Quady Winery. The base 
rye has a bananas and 
honey character; this builds 
on it nicely with layers of 
raisin, fi gs, dates and 
caramel, fi nishing attrac-
tively spiced. Small batch. 
abv: 47% Price: $50
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Other American 
Whiskey

 97 Hillrock Single Malt Whiskey (USA; Hillrock 
Estate Distillery, Hudson Valley, NY). This 

bold and fl avorful sipping whiskey is made from New 
York State-grown malt smoked for eight hours over 
Scottish peat (an 18-hour version is in the works 
too). Bold smoky-sweet campfi re notes lead into tof-
fee, chocolate and espresso before drying to a gentle 
exhale of smoke. 
abv: 43% Price: $100 

 95 Swift  Single Malt Texas Whiskey (USA; Swift  
Distillery, Dripping Springs, TX). Light gold in 

the glass, this single malt made in Texas from Scot-
tish malted barley is scented with apples, pears and 
vanilla. On the palate, these notes are echoed along 
with a lightly charred, smoky note and a touch of co-
coa mixed with the vanilla. It has a silky, oily feel.
abv: 43% Price: $55

 95 Westland Sherry Wood American Single Malt 
Whiskey (USA; Westland Distillery, Seattle, 

WA). Made from 100% malted barley and aged in 
former sherry casks, this amber whiskey has a dry, 
bracing scent brushed with dried apricot and brown 
sugar. Just a splash of water brings out custard-like 
notes, alongside vanilla, chamomile tea and stone 
fruit, fi nishing with a wisp of smoke.
abv: 46% Price: $70

 93 St. George Single Malt Whiskey Lot 14 (USA; 
St. George Spirits, Alameda, CA). St. George 

releases its single malts annually. The 2014 edition 
has a golden hue and morphs from tropical notes of 
pineapple, lemon peel, coconut and vanilla to lightly 
smoky to hoppy and beer-like on the fi nish, plus a 
fl ick of ginger. It’s clean, bold and worth seeking out. 
If it’s already gone, don’t worry; Lot 15 will be re-
leased in late summer/early fall 2015.
abv: 43% Price: $80

 91 13th Colony Southern Corn Whiskey (USA; 
Thirteenth Colony Distilleries, Americus, GA).

This limited release 100% corn whiskey has a light, 
bright honey color and vanilla-oak aroma. The palate 
surprises with butterscotchy corn sweetness, lemon 
peel, baking spice and a saline tang, fi nishing with 
more butterscotch on the elongated fi nish.
abv: 47.5% Price: $30

 91 George Dickel No. 1 (USA; George A. Dickel & 
Co., Tullahoma, TN). Clear in the glass with a 

warm, comfortingly polenta-like aroma, this white 
corn-based whiskey bills itself as “mellow as moon-
light.” It’s fl eetingly sweet on the palate and sur-
prisingly delicate at fi rst sip. Additional sips build 
warmer, richer notes of vanilla, marshmallow and 
coconut, with faint corn sweetness on the crisp fi n-
ish.
abv: 45.5% Price: $22

 90 American Born Moonshine Dixie (USA; Windy 
Hill Spirits, Nashville, TN). A dead ringer for 

Southern-style sweet tea, this has just a hint of alco-
hol to it. This dark amber whiskey has a steeped-tea 
scent and fl avor and goes down ridiculously easily.
abv: 41.5% Price: $25

Canadian Whisky
 98 Crown Royal Hand Selected Barrel Canadian 

Whisky (Canada; Diageo, New York, NY). One 
of 50 component whiskies that go into the standard 
Crown Royal blend, this complex, delicious sipping 
whisky starts out with maple and vanilla aromas 
that then transition into enticing notes of tropi-
cal fruit and Sherry on the palate. It fi nishes long, 
warming and spicy. 
abv: 51.5% Price: $55

 97 Lot No. 40 Canadian Rye Whisky (Canada; 
Pernod Ricard USA, New York, NY). This full-

bodied blended whisky hits all the right notes, start-
ing with plenty of rich caramel and oak tones on the 
nose and palate, plus touches of butterscotch, spicy 
cinnamon and clove. It fi nishes long, slightly oily 
and mouthfi lling. Sip it straight or add a splash of 
sweet vermouth.
abv: 43% Price: $45

 91 Caribou Crossing Single Barrel Canadian Whis-
ky (Canada; Sazerac Company, Louisville, KY).

Dark honey in the glass, this whisky boasts maple 
and cedar aromas in the bouquet. Expect lots of 
spice on the palate, including clove, cinnamon, nut-
meg, cayenne and black pepper, all smoothed over by 
a ribbon of maple and honey. It fi nishes big, round, 
buttery and mouthwatering. 
abv: 40% Price: $50

Single-Malt Scotch
 96 Glenmorangie Tùsail (Scotland; Moet Hen-

nessy USA, New York, NY). Another delicious 
off ering from the Glenmorangie portfolio, this whis-
key is vibrantly golden in the glass. Look for light 
aromas of vanilla, custard, lemon cream pie and 
honeysuckle, with fl eeting touches of banana and 
smoke on the back. This balanced sipper fi nishes 
with notes of nutmeg, cinnamon and citrus peel.
abv: 46% Price: $99

 95 Old Pulteney Navigator Single Malt Scotch 
Whisky (Scotland; Sazerac Company, Louis-

ville, KY). Though it’s not intensely aromatic, show-
ing only shy hints of caramel, fruit and smoke, this 
Scotch is concentrated on the palate and evolves 
with every sip. Add just a splash of water, and it 

sings with honeysuckle sweetness up front, turn-
ing smoky, then fruity, with Sherry-like accents that 
eventually fade into a smooth vanilla-caramel exit. 
Matured in former Bourbon and Sherry casks. Best 
Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $45

 95 The Dalmore Cigar Malt Reserve (Scotland; 
Whyte & Mackay Americas, North Miami, FL).

Aged in a series of barrels—fi rst American oak, then 
transferred to a former oloroso Sherry cask and fi n-
ished in used Cabernet Sauvignon barriques—this 
Scotch is intended “to complement a fi ne cigar,” but 
it would be an outstanding dessert accompaniment 
too. Look for dusty cocoa and lots of Sherried dark 
fruit, like fi gs and dates, wrapped in caramel and 
baking tones that linger on the spicy fi nish.
abv: 44% Price: $125

 94 Glenfi ddich The Original Single Malt Scotch 
Whisky (Scotland; William Grant & Sons, 

New York, NY). This burnished gold whisky, ideal 
for a dessert pairing, boasts pleasant scents of va-
nilla, apple and pear. On the palate, look for custardy 
sweetness, a faint banana note and a rich vanilla 
fade that’s perked up by a spark of sweet cinnamon. 
This limited-edition bottling was inspired by a 1963
single-malt release, which Glenfi ddich credits as the 
fi rst single-malt Scotch to be released worldwide.
abv: 40% Price: $200

 94 The Balvenie DoubleWood Aged 12 Years Sin-
gle Malt Scotch Whisky (Scotland; William 

Grant & Sons, New York, NY). Silky and downright 
succulent, this Scotch is made with two types of oak 
casks—as the DoubleWood name suggests—but it’s 
really all about the infl uence of the ex-Sherry cask. 
Aromas suggest golden raisins and dried apricots. 
The silky palate starts out moderately smoky, but 
glides into a richer, honeyed, nutty profi le that fi n-
ishes with cocoa and clove accents. 
abv: 43% Price: $50

93 Speyburn Arranta 
Casks Single Malt 

Scotch Whisky (Scotland; Saz-
erac Company, Louisville, KY).
Exclusive to the U.S. market, 
this single-malt Scotch bursts 
with baked apple, vanilla and 
coconut aromas, with a light 
brush of peat. The palate 
shows vanilla sweetness and 
mouthwatering salted cara-
mel, fi nishing brisk and mod-
erately smoky. Best Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $40
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 93  Talisker Storm Single Malt Scotch Whisky 
(Scotland; Diageo, New York, NY).  Made 

on Isle of Skye, this brisk, briny single malt carries 
honey and campfi re smoke aromas on the nose. On 
the palate, a salted caramel fl avor unfolds, with smo-
kiness leading into the brisk fi nish that’s brushed 
with fl eeting notes of citrus and rich espresso. It has 
plenty of alcohol punch, so be sure to add a generous 
splash of water.
abv: 45.8% Price: $66

 92  Glenglassaugh Torfa (Scotland; Anchor Dis-
tilling, San Francisco, CA). Torfa is old Norse 

for “peat,” and this Scotch delivers on that promise 
with delicacy and fi nesse. Light gold in the glass, the 
nose shows a vanilla aroma tinged with peat smoke 
and oak accents. The palate is bright and briny up 
front, with a peat smoke character becoming more 
pronounced with each successive sip. That smoky-
saline balance provokes cravings for oysters and aged 
cheeses.
abv: 50% Price: $75

 92  Highland Park Odin (Scotland; Edrington 
Americas, New York, NY). The powerful aroma 

suggests gingerbread, molasses and chamomile tea. 
On the palate, the sticky-toff ee note is enveloped by 
an intense wallop of peat. An undercurrent of Sherry 
and gingerbread sweetness runs beneath the smoke, 
entwining into a mesquite-like smoky-sweet and 
spicy fi nish. A splash of water coaxes out a subtle 
bacon note. Aged 16 years, this limited edition is 
named for the Norse god Odin and comes packaged 
in a wooden frame intended to evoke the contours of 
a traditional Viking long ship.
abv: 55.8% Price: $350

  91 Glen Moray Elgin 
Classic Single Malt 

Scotch Whisky (Scotland; 
Prestige Wine & Spirits 
Group, St. Paul, MN). An 
excellent value, this Speyside 
spirit off ers fresh apple and 
tropical fruit aromatics. It’s 
relatively sweet up front, 
showing maple and vanilla, 
though a citrusy note unfolds 
midpalate and it fi nishes 
crisp and bracing, with a 
faint puff  of smoke. Ideal for 
mixing whisky highballs. 
Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $23

Other International 
Whiskey

 93  Sullivans Cove Double Cask Single Malt 
Whisky (Australia; Purple Valley Imports, 

Pittsburgh, PA). Hailing from Tasmania, this golden 
single-malt whiskey off ers aromas of pear, banana 
and honey. Light, smooth and easy sipping, the palate 
shows fruity notes alongside hints of almond, vanilla 
wafer and just a wisp of smoke.
abv: 40% Price: $125

 92  The Hakushu Single Malt Whisky Aged 18 
Years (Japan; Beam Suntory, Deerfi eld, IL). 

This honey-hued single malt is soft  and perfectly bal-
ances vanilla-caramel sweetness and peat smoke on 
the nose and palate. Add a splash of branch water to 
off set alcohol heat on the drying, spiced fi nish.
abv: 43% Price: $250

90 Kinahan’s Single Malt 
Irish Whiskey (Ireland; 

Winebow Group, New York, 
NY). This golden whiskey      
off ers a fresh, grassy scent. 
Matured in former Bourbon 
barrels for at least 10 years, 
it’s soft  yet smoky on the pal-
ate, though not overwhelm-
ingly so. The smoke leaves 
plenty of room to enjoy the 
breezy tropical fruit, almond 
and ginger notes, fi nishing 
with a mellow honeysuckle 
accent. 
abv: 46% Price: $69

Gin
 94  Boreal Juniper Gin (USA; Vikre Distillery, 

Duluth, MN). Consider this a head start on 
gimlets and other citrusy cocktails. With a bright, 
slightly sweet, candied lemon-peel profi le, this cit-
rus-forward gin is pleasant to sip and fi nishes with a 
sprightly ginger note.
abv: 45% Price: $32

  

   94  Hana Gin (USA; Branded Spirits USA, San 
Francisco, CA). Hana is Japanese for fl ower, 

as the orchid etched into the teardrop-shaped bottle 
suggests, and this gin does show subtle white fl oral 
notes. The bright, delicate aroma suggests fl oral and 
mild vegetal notes reminiscent of fresh snow peas. 
The fl avor is equally bright and bracing, with a fl eet-
ing berry sweetness and a crisp, lightly fl oral fi nish. 
Nuanced and versatile enough for a wide range of 
classic cocktails. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $20

  

 94  Spirit Works Barrel Gin (USA; Spirit Works Dis-
tillery, Sebastopol, CA). Golden in the glass, 

this gin is scented with rich, buttery vanilla touched 
with honey and fresh apple. It’s slightly oily on the 
palate, where vanilla sweetness is shored up with 
mint, pine, cinnamon and cardamom. Though it sips 
well alone, this wheat-based gin works in cocktails, 
too.
abv: 45% Price: $53

 93  Uncle Val’s Restorative Gin (USA; 35 Maple 
Street, Sonoma, CA). Bridging sweet and 

savory, this gin has a citrusy fragrance, which also 
shows up on the palate. Starting out with mild pine-
apple-like sweetness and traditional juniper, this gin 



Seven Deadly Zins 2012 Old Vine Zinfandel
Wine Enthusiast Editor’s Choice

91
PTS

Michael David 2013 Ancient Vine Cinsault
Wine Enthusiast Editor’s Choice

Michael David 2012 Petite Petit
#2 of Wine Enthusiast Top 100 Wines 2015

93
PTS

Michael David 2012 Earthquake Petite Sirah
Wine Enthusiast 

92
PTS

94
PTS

michaeldavidwinery.com   |   Lodi, California
© 2015 Michael-David Winery



76  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

TOP 100 SPIRITS 2015
segues into a spicy, mouthwatering fi nish of white 
and black pepper, coriander and ginger spice.
abv: 45% Price: $39

 92  Big Bottom Oregon Gin (USA; Big Bottom Dis-
tilling, Hillsboro, Oregon). The aroma teases 

bright grapefruit peel, otherwise this silky gin is like 
drinking in a forest, enveloping the palate in pine 
and juniper, with a white fl ower and white pepper 
fi nish. The alcohol heat is too strong for straight-up 
sipping, but tempers well in cocktails without relin-
quishing fl avor.
abv: 45.5% Price: $30 

 91  Captive Spirits Big Gin (USA; Captive Spirits, 
Seattle, WA). Robust and substantial, this fl a-

vorful gin combines juniper, citrus, a brush of mint 
and a mouthwatering savory note reminiscent of ol-
ive brine and black pepper. The fi nish is spicy but 
balanced. A top choice for Gibsons or dirty martinis.
abv: 47% Price: $30 

 91  Greyling Modern Dry Gin (USA; Two Birds 
Artisan Spirits, Kalamazoo, MI). This well- 

balanced gin has a faintly marshmallowy scent. On 
the palate, anise is backed up by touches of citrus 
and juniper that fi nish crisp alongside a fl ourish of 
white pepper.
abv: 41% Price: $30

 90  Geranium Gin (England; International Spir-
its and Wine, Mt. Kisco, NY). As the name 

suggests, the London dry-style gin has a fl oral cast, 
though it’s delicate and not at all overpowering. The 
mild, slightly citrusy aroma leads to a light rosewa-
ter sweetness on the palate, spiced up with white 
and black pepper and lime peel into the brisk exit. 
Sleek square bottle. 
abv: 44% Price: $40

 90  Greenhook Ginsmiths Old Tom Gin (USA; 
Greenhook Ginsmiths, Brooklyn, NY). This 

history-minded bottling was made in collaboration 
with Brooklyn barmen Damon Boelte and Maxwell 
Britten. It’s made from an 18th-century recipe, pot 
distilled using “exotic spices inspired by the Brit-
ish Spice Trade,” and fi nally, aged for 12 months in 
Bourbon and oloroso Sherry casks. All that adds up 
to a light gold hue, light sweetness (typical of the Old 
Tom style) and a pleasing, robust vanilla-mint pro-
fi le with fl ecks of rosemary and lemon peel, fi nishing 
long and spicy. Sip or mix.
abv: 50.5% Price: $45

 90  Principe De Los Apostoles Mate Gin (Argen-
tina; Southern Starz, Huntington Beach, CA). 

This unusual and appealing gin is made with yerba 
mate tea (“the most Argentinean drink of all,” the 
producer says) and dials back traditional juniper in 
favor of sprightly eucalyptus and peppermint. It’s a 
warmer expression of gin, with a supersweet, cocoa-
like aroma and fl avor and velvety feel on the palate.
abv: 40% Price: $40

Wheat Vodka
 96  Absolut Elyx (Sweden; Pernod Ricard, New 

York, NY). This vodka is simply clean, from 
the mildly sweet aroma to the crisp fi nish. The pal-
ate holds pleasant notes of marshmallow, grapefruit 
peel and chalk that give way to a faint vanilla-citrus 
exit. Made from single-estate grain distilled in a 1921 
copper column still, this is an ideal companion for 
pretty much anything served in a martini glass. 
abv: 42.3% Price: $49/1 L

 91  Voli Vodka (France; Voli Vodka LLC, Miami, FL). 
This vodka, made from French wheat, has a 

hint of anise in the aroma and a slightly sweet vanil-
la note on the palate, fi nishing brisk and citrusy. It 
feels light, almost airy, and will please vodka drink-
ers looking to sip or mix. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $25

 90  American Harvest (USA; American Harvest 
Distilling, Rigby, ID). This organic vodka, 

made from winter wheat, veers into gin-like or fl a-
vored vodka territory, though the producer insists it 
is not a fl avored vodka. Though it’s neutral on the 
nose, the fl avor is relatively bold, suggesting melon, 
almond and vanilla. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $24/1 L

 90  Blat Vodka (Spain; Vinaio Importers, Bronx, 
NY). The producers bill this as “advanced 

vodka,” distilled from non-GMO French wheat and 
claiming to be “the only vodka 100% free of impuri-
ties.” Overall, the spirit is neutral on the nose and 
palate, with a tinge of marshmallow sweetness and a 
crisp, perky fi nish. 
abv: 40% Price: $39

Absinthe
   95  Nouvelle-Orléans Absinthe Supérieure 

(France; Hood River Distillers, Portland, OR). 
Grab your corkscrew to open a bottle of this ab-
sinthe, a tribute to distiller T.A. Breaux’s hometown, 
New Orleans. The light jade liquid louches to cloudy 
pale green, releasing gentle fennel, rosemary and 
fresh basil accented with lime zest and white pepper, 
plus a long, gentle anise fi nish. Although it’s easy-
sipping when louched, the undiluted spirit is ideal 
for prepping a glass to receive a sazerac. 
abv: 68% Price: $100

 94  Brevans H.R. Giger (Switzerland; Tempus Fu-
git Spirits, Petaluma, CA). This pretty jade 

absinthe louches to shimmering opalescent, with a 
hint of sea-foam green. Relatively bold, the pungent 
anise scent is echoed on the palate, perked up by 
lively hints of fresh basil and lime peel. Finishes long 
and rounded, with an earthy Dutch licorice twang.
abv: 68% Price: $80

   91  Butterfl y Classic Absinthe (Switzerland; DC 
Craft  Spirits, Monarch Beach, CA). The back-

story is a little complicated: fi rst made in Boston 
circa 1902, it’s now been resurrected in Switzerland, 
thanks to a Boston-based historian. The absinthe 
itself is more straightforward. It louches to cloudy 
pale yellow, releasing a mild, citrusy aroma. On the 
palate, the star anise fl avor is assertive and bright, 
even when diluted with water, and backed by lem-
ongrass and ginger.
abv: 65% Price: $85

 90  Lucid Absinthe Supérieure (France; Hood 
River Distillers, Portland, OR). This cocktail-

friendly absinthe is mild and herbaceous, hinting at 
fennel, lime peel, and a fresh hint of celery. Made 
with beet neutral spirits, it has a faint sweetness 
that plays around the edges. Light straw in the glass, 
louching to bright opalescent. 
abv: 62%  Price: $60  

Reposado Tequila
 97  Tequila Herradura Colección de la Casa Reser-

va 2014 Scotch Cask Finish Reposado Tequila 
(Mexico; Brown-Forman Beverages, Louisville, KY). 
The newest addition to Herradura’s stunning col-
lection of cask-fi nished Tequilas nods to Scotland. 
It smells like a dessert wine, showing stone fruit, 
Sherry and honey. Those fl avors are echoed on the 
palate, a lingering, smoky wisp that evokes peaty 
Islay Scotch. It’s smooth and sips well. Aged for 
11 months, then transferred to single-malt Scotch 
casks from the Highland and Islay regions for three 
additional months of aging. 
abv: 40% Price: $90

 95  Siete Leguas Tequila Reposado (Mexico; 
Gemini Spirits & Wine, Chicago, IL). Delicate 

and balanced, this Tequila is pale straw in the glass, 
with hardly any color. The nose and palate seem to 
trade back and forth between jabs of jalapeño pepper 
and smoothing vanilla-honey sweetness, even into 
the elongated fade. Sip or mix. 
abv: 40% Price: $43

 94  Casa Noble Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Con-
stellation Brands, Chicago, IL). Layering 

sweetness and spice, this bold honey-hued spirit 
fi lls the nose and mouth with brown sugar and but-
terscotch. Clove, jalapeño and black pepper seem to 
grow more present with every sip. 
abv: 40% Price: $60

 94  Don Ramon Tequila Reposado (Mexico; ER 
Distributors, San Antonio, TX). A warm hon-

ey aroma waft s from this smooth and gentle Tequila. 
Well-integrated fl avors of honey and bright jalapeño 
pepper fi nish with a prickle of ginger. Recommended 
for cocktails or straight-up sipping.
abv: 40% Price: $36 



www.michters.com

MICHTER’S DISTILLERY LLC  � LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

IT’S ALL
ABOUT THE
WHISKEY

IT’S ALL
ABOUT THE
WHISKEY TM



78  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

TOP 100 SPIRITS 2015

  

 94  Partida Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Partida 
Tequila, San Francisco, CA). Soft , light and 

crisp, this six-month-aged reposado is bright in the 
glass and off ers mild honey, pear and white fl ower 
scents. It’s soft  and fruity on the palate, accented by 
ginger and white pepper. Though an easy sipper, this 
Tequila would elevate margaritas too. 
abv: 40% Price: $47

 93  IXA Organic Tequila Reposado (Mexico; 
Greenbar Craft  Distillery, Los Angeles, CA). 

Bright gold in the glass, this organic Tequila shows 
rounded notes of vanilla and buttery brioche, enliv-
ened by a gentle white-fl oral touch and a sprinkling 
of baking spices. Squeeze some organic grapefruit 
juice and start making all-organic palomas.
abv: 40% Price: $47

 93  Lunazul Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Heaven 
Hill, Bardstown, KY). Spicy and herbaceous 

aromas, plus a touch of coconut lead into this Te-
quila. The palate echoes that coconut, plus vanilla 
and just enough baking spice heat to provide depth 
and complexity. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $21 

 93  Pueblo Viejo Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Gem-
ini Spirits & Wine, Chicago, IL). Opening with 

zesty fresh oregano and sun-dried tomato aromas, 
this light-straw Tequila skews a bit sweeter on the 
palate. Vanilla and coconut fl avors tighten to a sa-
vory fi nish, showing dried herbs and black pepper. 
Aged nine months. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $23

 93  Tapatio Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Domaine 
Charbay Distillers, Ukiah, CA). Though it’s 

light straw in the glass, with hardly any color, the 
fl avor is robust and complex. Scented with perky 
black pepper and spice, the palate echoes the pepper 
up front, followed by a fl eeting meaty umami note 
midpalate and a long fi nish that boasts sparks of gin-
ger and cayenne. Aged eight months.
abv: 40% Price: $44/1 L

 

92  Casamigos Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Sidney 
Frank Importing, New Rochelle, NY). Sip or 

mix this reposado, which is backed by actor George 
Clooney. Look for pleasing butterscotch and maple 
sugar, with just enough spice around the edges to 
keep things interesting. It fi nishes smooth, with a 
cinnamon tingle. 
abv: 40% Price: $50

 92  Maestro Dobel Tequila Reposado (Mexico; 
Proximo Spirits, Jersey City, NJ). Perhaps one 

of the most fruit-forward Tequilas around, this re-
posado is scented with strawberries and raspberries. 
Agave sweetness leads on the palate, bringing pep-
per, ginger and a last lick of butterscotch. Aged six 
months.
abv: 40% Price: $45

 92  Trianon Tequila Reposado (Mexico; CIL US, 
West Palm Beach, FL). Expect lots of peppery 

punch on the nose and palate. A gentle agave note 
underpins this spirit, plus mouthwateringly savory 
notes—fresh oregano, sun-dried tomato, jalapeño 
and cayenne zing. Consider as an accompaniment to 
cheeses. 
abv: 40% Price: $46

      

 91  Riazul Tequila Reposado 
(Mexico; Terlato Artisan 

Spirits, Lake Bluff, IL). The 
enchanting aroma mixes fruit, 
honey and jalapeño pepper. This 
Tequila shows lots of peppery 
spice but it’s tempered by 
vanilla and white-chocolate 
sweetness on the long fi nish. 
Although it feels a bit hot for 
easy sipping, it still has fi nesse. 
Aged nine months in American 
and French oak barrels.
abv: 40% Price: $55

 

90  Tres Agaves Tequila Reposado (Mexico; Tres 
Agaves Products, Berkeley, CA). Sip on this 

Tequila and watch it evolve. At fi rst, the aroma roars 
out of the glass with bold bell pepper and caramel, 
yet as it sits it morphs to delicate vanilla and fresh 
pear. It’s a similar experience on the palate. At fi rst 
the fl avors fairly explode with loads of agave and 
pepper, then it fi nishes short, crisp and grassy. Aged 
between six and nine months in former Bourbon 
barrels.
abv: 40% Price: $28

Rum

  

 94  Diplomatico 2000 Single Vintage Rum (Ven-
ezuela; Domaine Select Wine Estates, New 

York, NY). Single-vintage rums are few and far be-
tween. This one, distilled in 2000, is worth seek-
ing out. Aged for 12 years before fi nishing in Sherry 
casks, this sipper off ers rounded, lip-smacking notes 
of caramelized brown sugar and allspice, fading into 
a rich hazelnut and toff ee fi nish. The proof feels 
comparatively high, but an ice cube or two should 
help restore balance.
abv: 43% Price: $115

 94  Siesta Key Spiced Rum Distiller’s Reserve Sol-
era Blend (USA; Drum Circle Distilling, Sara-

sota, FL). This Florida-made rum, with honey and 
spices added, shows a light touch yet is remarkably 
complex for a fl avored rum. Velvety soft , with just a 
touch of sweetness, it off ers notes of brown sugar, 
vanilla, coconut and cinnamon that waft  across the 
palate. Sip or mix.
abv: 40% Price: $40

  

 93  Don Pancho Origenes Reserva Especial Aged 
18 Years (Panama; Terlato Artisan Spirits, 

Lake Bluff, IL). Despite being aged 18 years, this su-
prisingly easy sipper is full of rich toff ee and crème 
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brûlée aromas and fl avors, fi nishing long, with 
touches of orange peel and spice.
abv: 40% Price: $90

 92  DonQ Gran Añejo (Puerto Rico; Serralles USA, 
Addison, TX). This light and silky rum of-

fers vanilla and honey, brightened by tropical fruit 
and fi nishing with pops of baking spice. Made with 
a blend of rums aged 3–12 years, and aged via solera 
method in Sherry casks, it’s packaged in a bottle re-
sembling an oversized perfume fl ask. 
abv: 40% Price: $60

 91  Six Saints Caribbean Rum (Grenada; Park 
Street imports, Miami, FL). Golden and light-

bodied, this small-batch rum mixes honey and oaky 
vanilla notes with fresh apples, pears and pineapple. 
It off ers pleasant sipping and a light, spicy fi nish. 
The slow-building alcohol heat suggests this is an 
ideal rum to mix in tropical drinks. Best Buy.
abv: 41.7% Price: $37

 90  Selvarey Cacao (Panama; Pacifi c Plate Spir-
its, West Hollywood, CA). This chocolate-fl a-

vored dark rum is soft  and delicious, with a slightly 
nutty fl avor and a dusty cocoa fi nish. Mix with cold-
brew espresso and coconut milk for a memorable 
coff ee-spiked libation. Best Buy.
abv: 35% Price: $29

  

 90  Tiburón Rum (Belize; Shark Bait, Deer Park, 
IL). Adorned with a shark tooth and an 

etched image of a shark, this small-batch rum at-
tracts attention. In the glass, look for bold and 
warming notes of honey, vanilla and coconut, ideal 
for tropical libations. Made from a blend of four-, 
six- and eight-year-old rums. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $35

Cognac
 98  Cognac Park Borderies (France; Baron Fran-

cois, New York, NY). This silky single-vine-
yard Cognac hits all the right notes, layering rounded 
vanilla, sherry and butterscotch with the freshness 
of apricots and white fl owers. Just a touch of baking 
spice rounds out the mouthwatering fi nish. Aged 15 
years.
abv: 40% Price: $70

 96  Majeste Le Roi VSOP (France; Branded Spirits 
USA, San Francisco, CA). Rich, sweet and lus-

cious overall, this delicious, dessert-worthy sipper 
leads with bold, buttery caramel and milk chocolate, 
before drying out to a darker toff ee, espresso, cocoa 
and clove fi nish that fades gently. Packaged in an un-
usual rectangular bottle. 
abv: 40% Price: $50

 95  Delamain Cognac Vesper XO (France; Ko-
brand, New York, NY). Made with a blend of 

brandies aged 30–35 years, this shows dark amber 
in the glass yet is remarkably soft , balanced and easy 
to enjoy. The bouquet entices, with scents of cara-
mel, vanilla and orange peel that are mirrored on the 
palate along with a slight saline twang that reads as 
salted caramel, braced by clove and cinnamon.
abv: 40% Price: $150

  

 95  Lheraud Cognac Cuvée 10 (France; Wilson 
Daniels, St. Helena, CA). Despite the sweet 

vanilla-bean fragrance, this is a relatively light and 
complex sipper. Look for notes of espresso, toasted 
coconut and cocoa winding into a crème brûlée fi n-
ish that gently echoes the sweet aromatics.
abv: 42% Price: $137

 95  Merlet Selection Saint-Sauvant (France; 
MHW, Manhasset, NY). This limited-edition 

XO Cognac has a maple hue and honey-almond 
scent. The palate shows more almond plus vanilla, 
leading into a slightly drying fi nish of dusty cocoa. 
Only 800 bottles are available in the U.S.
abv: 45.2% Price: $100

 94  Gilles Brisson Cognac VSOP (France; Promex 
Wines, Fairfax, VA). Almost like dessert in a 

glass, this deep topaz-hued Cognac has a scent that 
evokes baked apple and dried orange peel. On the pal-
ate, more caramel and mocha emerges, fl ecked with 
baking spice and orange peel on the fi nish. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $37

 94  Paul Giraud Napoleon (France; Robert Kacher 
Selections, New York, NY). Light and deli-

cate, this burnished-gold brandy off ers notes of 
dried apricot, pineapple and toasted coconut, fi n-
ishing slightly perfumy, with hints of white fl owers, 
nutmeg and clove.
abv: 40% Price: $74

 93  Distillerie Du Peyrat Organic Selection Cognac 
(France; Heavenly Spirits, Lakeville, MA). 

Silky and light bodied, this USDA certifi ed-organic 
Cognac off ers warm notes of honey, baked pear and 
vanilla sweetness, drying to a delicately spiced fi n-
ish. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $34

 92  Hennessy X.O (France; Moet Hennessy USA, 
New York, NY). The deep fi g and raisin aromas 

hint that the palate will be equally deep and dark. Bold 
toff ee, cocoa, fi g and gingerbread round into a spiced, 
brisk fi nish. Consider as a dessert pairing.
abv: 40% Price: $160

 90  D’Usse Cognac XO (France; Bacardi, Coral Ga-
bles, FL). Deep amber in the glass, this light 

and silky spirit has a distinctive violet note up front, 
melding into bold, sweet vanilla, caramel and clove. 
abv: 40% Price: $230

Pisco
 92  Campo de Encanto Grand & Noble Pisco 

(Peru; Gemini Spirits & Wine, Chicago, IL). 
This acholado-style pisco has a distinctly fruity fra-
grance, evoking blueberries, tart plum and banana. 
The palate skews more fl oral, with just a hint of fruit 
and honey, tapering to a crisp, elegant fi nish.
abv: 40.5% Price: $38

 90  Pisco Porton (Peru; Pisco Porton, Houston, 
TX). Ideal for tropical drinks and pisco 

punches, this approachable, earthy-fruity pisco pops 
with lots of perky banana, pineapple and lychee, 
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sliding into a spiced fi nish that suggests cinnamon- 
and cocoa-dusted pineapple slices. 
abv: 43% Price: $40

Cachaça
 95  Avua Cachaça Oak (Brazil; Avua Imports, 

Miami, FL). Two years of rest in French oak 
casks yields a pale straw hue and mellow honey-
banana aroma. The aged cachaça sips well, with lots 
of mouthwatering vanilla, brown sugar and crème 
brûlée winding into a lingering baking spice fi nish. 
New to the U.S. as of October 2014.
abv: 40% Price: $50

 93  Pitu Vitoriosa Cachaça (Brazil; Winebow, 
New York, NY). Aged for a whopping fi ve 

years in French oak barrels and packaged in a heft y, 
pear-shaped bottle, this clearly is meant as a pre-
mium off ering. The amber spirit smells enticingly 
sweet, evoking vanilla, brown sugar and even traces 
of cola with orange peel. On the palate, it’s smooth 
and silky, with big, dark fl avors: allspice, toff ee, dark 
honey, toasted coconut, espresso and oak. Add an ice 
cube and a twist of orange peel for pleasant sipping. 
abv: 40% Price: $125

 92  Sagatiba Pura Cachaça (Brazil; Campari 
America, San Francisco, CA). Clear in the 

glass, with a mild, sugary aroma, this cocktail-
friendly spirit shows delicate vanilla and sugar, plus 
fl eeting fl oral notes, raspberry and banana. Finishes 
smooth.
abv: 40% Price: $25

 92  Soul Premium Cachaça (Brazil; Bibo Inter-
national, Newport, RI). Clean, versatile and 

cocktail-friendly, this cachaça off ers tropical fruit 
and fresh-cut grass, accented with ginger-nutmeg 
spice on the crisp fi nish. Best Buy.
abv: 40% Price: $25

 92  Yaguara Cachaça (Brazil; MHW, Manhasset, 
NY). Despite the wave-like dark blue bottle 

design, created by glass designer Bryan Clarke to 
resemble the art deco pattern on the Copacabana 
Promenade in Rio, the spirit itself pours nearly clear, 
with a faint golden tinge. Look for bold, pungent 
notes of banana, coconut and vanilla dusted with 
cocoa, fi nishing long and fruity.
abv: 41.5% Price: $45

Fruit Brandies
 98  G.E. Massenez Poire-Prisonniere Poire Wil-

liams (France; Dreyfus, Ashby & Co., New 
York, NY). Juicy and mouthwatering, with lots of 

bold fruit on the palate plus a subtle fl ick of vanilla, 
this Williams pear brandy would make a lovely des-
sert accompaniment or aft er-dinner sip. Gift - worthy 
presentation includes a pear-shaped bottle with a 
whole pear imprisoned inside.
abv: 40% Price: $70

 90  Clear Creek Distillery Eau de Vie of Mirabelle 
(USA; Clear Creek Distillery, Portland, OR). 

Made with local Mirabelle plums, this clear eau-
de-vie mixes mouthwatering stone fruit and white 
fl oral notes on the nose and palate, fi nishing clean 
and brisk. Consider as a palate cleanser or nightcap 
aft er a big meal.
abv: 40% Price: $31 

 90  Wolfberger Kirsch (France; Kysela Père & Fils, 
Winchester, VA). Hailing from Alsace, this 

harmonious cherry eau-de-vie off ers bold, bright 
and dusty cherry aroma and fl avor, plus a faint fl oral 
note on the fi nish and appropriately bracing alcohol 
heat. 
abv: 45% Price: $40

Liqueurs
 95  CelloVia Coconut Lime (USA; CelloVia Inc., 

Wheeling, IL). Made with Persian lime rinds, 
it’s not a traditional limoncello, but it’s delicious 
nonetheless. Straw-colored and bright in the glass, 
it’s slightly sweet and bursting with lemongrass and 
fresh lime peel.
abv: 27% Price: $20/375 m  

 

95  Dillon’s Rose Gin Liqueur (Canada; Dillon’s 
Distillers, Beamsville, ON). This ruddy gin-

based liqueur, infused with rose hips and petals and 
sweetened with turbinado sugar, will appeal to fans 
of apéritif cocktails. The bold, herbal aroma and 
sweet notes of burnt orange peel and clove read al-

most like an herbaceous root beer or a light amaro, 
fi nishing with bracing pink peppercorn. Sip over ice 
or experiment with Negroni variations.
abv: 35.1% Price: $40

 92  KAS Krupnikas (USA; KAS Spirits, Mahopac, 
NY). Made in the U.S., this honey-and-spice 

liqueur is modeled on a spirit oft en home-brewed in 
Poland and Lithuania, according to the producer. It 
looks, smells and tastes like honey, viscous but not 
too sticky, and fi nishes long, with warming vanilla 
and clove. Versatile for mixing, particularly with 
darker spirits, or a pleasant sip straight up.
abv: 40% Price: $40 

  

 92  Marie Brizard Crème de Cassis de Dijon Liqueur 
(France; The Other Wine & Spirits, Miami, FL). 

This black currant liqueur off ers a deep plum color 
and concentrated dark berry aroma, plus an earthy 
hint. On the palate, it’s full bodied, with big notes 
of port, cherries in syrup and raspberry jam. Though 
pleasant to sip alone as a digestif, it’s ideal lightened 
up with sparkling wine in a kir royale. 
abv: 20% Price: $20

 91  Sukkah Hill Spirits Etrog Liqueur (USA; EAFD, 
Los Angeles, CA). Nodding to Jewish heritage, 

this liqueur is made from lemon-like etrog fruits 
sourced from a California farmer. It reads like a 
lighter version of limoncello, featuring a bold lem-
on-zest aroma and clean fi nish sprinkled with ginger 
and white pepper. 
abv: 38% Price: $25/375 ml

 90  Caravella Limoncello Originale (Italy; Saz-
erac Company, Louisville, KY). This clear, 

pale-yellow spirit combines candied lemon peel with 
delicate, subtle fresh-herb notes on the nose and 
palate. Though sweet up front, it fi nishes clean and 
fresh, teasing faint hints of celery and tarragon. The 
producer recommends mixing one part limoncello to 
three parts vodka for a “limontini.”
abv: 28% Price: $20
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GREAT GOLF 
DESTINATIONS 

FOR WINE 
LOVERS

These fi ve international venues feature 
all the necessities: challenging courses, 

gourmet dining and fi ne wines.
B Y  J U L I A  S E V E N I C H

H
ave you noticed how grapevines adore pleasant climates with soul-soothing 

views of rugged mountains and serene bodies of water? So do golfers. 

Thankfully, many wine regions offer not only pleasing landscapes and culinary 

delights, but also superb golf courses.

Here are fi ve bucket-list destinations that golfi ng gourmets won’t want to miss. Because on 

vacation, you shouldn’t have to choose between passions.
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SIGNATURE HOLE AND WINE: Don’t become distracted by the 
majestic mountain vista, because there’s little margin for error on the 
par-5 fourth. Just as the locally grown Boekenhoutskloof Sémillon 
dances a tightrope between sensitively chiseled minerality, succulent 
acidity and luxurious toasty elements, golfers must cross the creek 
three times during their approach to a tricky green. 

WHERE TO STAY: A short drive away, the 18 luxurious rooms 
at the Le Quartier Français open onto a secluded rose-fi lled central 
courtyard and a swimming pool with a view of the mountains. Locat-
ed in the pretty little Francophile culinary town of Franschhoek, not 
only are the accommodations superb, but Le Quartier Français also 
houses one of the best restaurants in the world. 

WHERE TO DINE: Even the most jaded palates will be impressed 
during a visit to the Tasting Room at Le Quartier Français, where Mar-
got Janse, the grande chef, will take you on a magical culinary tour of 
Africa. The sommelier’s by-the-glass recommendations include South 
African wines you didn’t know you already adored.

MAGICAL
SOUTH AFRICA
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PEARL VALLEY GOLF & COUNTRY ESTATE, WESTERN CAPE
Located between the Paarl and Franschhoek Winelands of South Africa’s Western Cape, the Drakenstein Moun-
tains off er a spectacular backdrop for the Pearl Valley Golf & Country Estate. Emerald green bentgrass, brilliant 
white river-sand bunkers and lakes that mirror the rugged towering mountains make this one of the world’s most 
beautiful courses. The Jack Nicklaus-designed layout has lush fairways set up in varying directions, ensuring that 
winter’s northwesterly and summer’s southeasterly winds don’t unduly aff ect the outcome.

Caption Name
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BEAR-AWARE 
CANADA

PREDATOR RIDGE RESORT, OKANAGAN VALLEY
Astounding lake and mountain vistas—and the possibility of seeing falcons, os-
prey and caribou—make it diffi  cult to keep your eye on the ball at Predator Ridge. 
High on a plateau above Lake Okanagan, the resort boasts two 18-hole courses. 
The links-style Predator off ers an open, rolling landscape. Narrow fairways lined 
with tall fescue grass and undulating greens challenge even expert golfers. The 
Ridge course wanders through woodland and between granite outcrops. It sports 
dramatic elevation changes and stylish bunkers shaped like maple leaves and bear 
claws. From several loft y tee boxes, players hit drives over lush fairways far below. 
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SIGNATURE HOLE AND WINE: With 
many breathtaking vantage points, it’s as 
diffi  cult to choose a favorite hole at Pred-
ator Ridge as it is a favorite Okanagan 
Valley wine style. The dramatic par-4 sixth 
plummets toward the lake, with a craggy 
rock wall fl anking the right side. Reward 
yourself with Poplar Grove’s Merlot-based 
“The Legacy.”

WHERE TO STAY: Sparkling Hill Resort 
sits atop a granite ridge that overlooks the 
lake. All rooms feature a Swarovski crystal 
fi replace and crystal starry sky over a free-
standing bathtub. Floor-to-ceiling slid-
ing window walls allow expansive views 
of the Monashee Mountains or Okanagan 
Lake, and specialists pamper guests at the 
40,000-square-foot crystal spa. 

WHERE TO DINE: The scenic one-hour 
drive to Quails’ Gate Old Vines Restaurant 
set in the West Kelowna vineyards is well 
worth the eff ort. A library of superb Quails’ 
Gate wines and an eclectic selection of local 
and international options are paired with 
classic European-style cuisine. 
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REMARKABLE 
NEW ZEALAND 
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MILLBROOK RESORT, CENTRAL OTAGO 
Set in a natural alpine amphitheater below the rugged Remarkables mountain range, this South Island 
golfi ng venue off ers three nine-hole courses that exploit the dramatic terrain. Long summer days are best 
enjoyed here from November to March. The Remarkables, Arrow and Coronet Nine courses are named 
aft er the stunning local peaks that protect the region from prevailing South Pacifi c winds. It’s a decisive 
advantage over other noteworthy New Zealand courses where a chip, placed just inches from the pin, can 
be suddenly blown into a deep sand trap overlooking an ocean cliff .

SIGNATURE HOLE AND WINE: Serious poise is required to ex-
ecute the Coronet par-5 sixth hole. Aft er a long, straight drive, you’re 
threatened with a forked water hazard. To reach the island to the left , 
a pitch with the chiseled precision of a Two Paddocks Riesling is re-
warded with a view of the pin. To the right, a long iron demands the 
inner strength of a Felton Road Pinot Noir.

WHERE TO STAY: Millbrook Resort accommodations are spa-
cious and luxurious without sacrifi cing that unassuming Kiwi charm. 
Located near the historic gold-mining village of Arrowtown, just 20 
minutes from bustling Queenstown, you can pamper yourself with a 
massage or beauty treatment at the tranquil fi ve-star spa.

WHERE TO DINE: Housed in the original fl ourmill, The Millhouse, 
the resort’s signature restaurant, is warm and intimate, with views 
over the Mill Pond and 18th hole. The sommelier will assist you in your 
choice from the award-winning wine list to pair with seasonal dish-
es made from local ingredients. The Japanese-owned resort also fea-
tures modern interpretations of Japanese cuisine at Kobe restaurant.
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AUSTRIAN 
WINE COUNTRY

GOLFCLUB LENGENFELD, KAMPTAL–DONAULAND
Set amid forested hills and terraced vineyards, this club’s two 18-hole courses are nestled in 
the heart of Grüner Veltliner country, just one hour from Vienna. The courses are a bit rustic, 
but that’s part of their charm. They’re part of a unique wine-cultural landscape, while also in-
tegrating natural slopes and water hazards. The courses provide an educational guide to Austri-
an wine, with several tees named and planted with typical Austrian grape varieties like Grüner 
Veltliner, Neuburger, St. Laurent, Blaufränkisch and Zweigelt. Local vintners even sponsor an 
annual Vinarium Golf Trophy. More social event than competition, producers set up tasting 
booths at each hole.
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SIGNATURE HOLE AND WINE: The elevated tee from the par-
5 13th off ers a panoramic view over the Kamptal that stretches from 
the Pinot Noir vines of the Dechant vineyard to Austria’s most famous 
Riesling site, the Zöbinger Heiligenstein. Just as it’s best to take your 
time to enjoy every sip of peachy-mineral Zöbinger Heiligenstein Ries-
ling, choose to go around the dogleg with care, because the shortcut 
over the pond is rarely rewarded.

WHERE TO STAY: The wine-themed guestrooms of the Loisium 
Resort in nearby Langenlois appear to fl oat over the glass lobby, res-
taurant and bar. Austria’s leading wine experience center, designed by 
American architect Steven Holl, is a futuristic cube placed over the 
900-year-old cellar labyrinth at the heart of the complex.

WHERE TO DINE: Heurigenhof Bründlmayer, in the center of 
Langenlois, belongs to one of the pillars of Austrian wine culture, 
Willi Bründlmayer. Enjoy local cheeses, housemade terrines and other 
regional specialties alongside liquid treasures drawn from the deep 
archive of Bründlmayer wines.
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SIGNATURE HOLE AND WINE: The par-4 18th on the Lumine 
Hills course is a dogleg right with a well-protected green that’s backed 
by a rock cliff  and surrounded by bunkers and water. Firm resolve, 
reminiscent of the most structured wines from neighboring Priorat, 
is required. Some players could cut the corner and attack the green 
from the tee in pursuit of scoring an eagle. But is it worth the risk?

WHERE TO STAY: Spend the night just 20 minutes away from the 
golf and 10 minutes from the historical city of Tarragona, at Mas La 
Boella, a winery and boutique hotel set among olive trees and gardens. 
Thirteen well-equipped, tastefully furnished rooms are found in the 
attractive modern building or adjoining 12th-century country manor.

WHERE TO DINE: The Michelin-starred Rincón de Diego in near-
by Cambrils off ers delicious, modern interpretations of regional sea-
food dishes. The perfectly chilled second-fl oor wine cellar boasts a 
large range of top wines from Spain’s most important wine regions. 

SUSTAINABLE 
SPAIN 
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LUMINE GOLF CLUB, CATALONIA
A 1½-hour drive from Barcelona, the Lumine Golf Club in the wine region of Tarragona is a paradise for 
both golfers and wildlife. Winner of the Audubon International Gold Certifi cation for its admirable  water 
management, Lumine’s three Greg Norman-designed courses off er diff erent experiences. The 18-hole 
links-style Lumine Lakes course meanders through the Sèquia Major wetlands and is the most challeng-
ing for recreational players. The nine-hole Lumine Ruins course is perched on an elevated plateau among 
Roman ruins from 200 B.C. The 18-hole Lumine Hills parkland course wanders through white pine, olive 
and carob trees and off ers spectacular views over the Mediterranean Sea. 
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The best brews of the year.
B Y  L A U R E N  B U Z Z E O

It’s 
easy to get lost in the sea of suds that are available to American consumers. From classic European staples to do-
mestic craft-beer unicorns, the options are virtually endless, and often overwhelming—especially when considering 
wall after wall of fun labels, clever names and all-around tasty-looking selections. 

Thankfully, our annual list of the Top 25 Beers is here to guide your next tasting adventure. 
This list is not the top 25 beers of all time, but rather represents the most exciting brews reviewed this year, sure to 

please proud beer fans and curious cross-drinkers alike. They exhibit extraordinary craft smanship, innovation and quality at aff ordable prices.
Within the limits of what was tasted throughout the past year, we’ve tried to include beers that not only represent diff erent countries and 

regions, but also a variety of styles and price points.
We had some killer categories this year (wild ales, IPA and barleywine, to name a few) that racked up some truly outstanding scores. But 

not all of those top-scoring beers will appear in this list in the interest of fairly representing the beer world’s diversity.
Some of these beers are available from coast to coast, while others might not be easily obtained in your area or are extremely limited in 

production. But one thing’s for sure: They’re all treasures well worth the hunt. 
So raise a pint to the best this year’s reviews had to off er.

TOP 

25
BEERS

of 2015
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TOP 25 BEERS 2015

1    

   
  98  Westmalle Tripel Trappist Ale (Tripel; West-

malle, Belgium). Tripels don’t get more 
authentic than this classic Belgian brew. It’s im-
mediately attractive, with a rich, golden color and a 
frothy off -white head that boasts excellent retention 
and leaves gorgeous lacing behind with each sip. The 
bouquet is vibrant and esthery, with forward notes 
of banana cream pie, apricot, baking spice and Tur-
binado sugar, all framed by an acidic seam of orange 
essence. The creamy, mouthfi lling palate off ers more 
of the same, with additional notes of dried mango, 
peach and pineapple as well as  hints of cinnamon, 
pepper and lemon rind that carry through to the 
long, pleasantly warming fi nish. 
abv: 9.5% Price: $6/330 ml

2
 96  Sierra Nevada Bigfoot Barleywine Style Ale 

(American Barley Wine; Sierra Nevada Brew-
ing Co., CA). Like its namesake, this is a behemoth of 
a beer, but it’s balanced and appropriately intense 
for the style. Bold, assertive scents of citrusy and 
piny hops lead the bouquet, supported by notes of 
roasted grain, caramel malt, toasted brown bread 
and cocoa nib. The palate showcases the rich, malty 
core at fi rst sip, but soon aft er transitions into hop-
fueled fl avors of sticky citrus oil and pine resin that 
carry on long into the fi nish. The texture is smooth 
and full, with ample carbonation to keep the mouth-
feel from feeling too heavy or fl at. While it’s cer-
tainly enjoyable now, it’s also an extremely cellar-
worthy selection, as it will mature beautifully for 
many years to come. Cellar Selection.
abv: 9.6% Price: $13/12 oz 4 pack

3  

   96  Unibroue La Fin du Monde (Tripel; Unibroue, 
Canada). Ignore the alarming name—la 

fi n du monde means “the end of the world”—and 
consider this Canadian tripel a real eye-opener as 
to the beauty of the classic Belgian style. It pours a 
stunning, hazy gold color, with a creamy white head 
that hangs around for a while, leaving sticky lacing 
behind with each sip. The bouquet is forward, but 
elegant, with clean, well-defi ned scents of just-ripe 
white peach, apricot and banana, all dusted with 
spicy accents of coriander, clove and white pepper.  
It’s remarkably balanced, the alcohol barely notice-
able save for a subtle warmth on the fi nish and a 
delectable roundness to the palate. Flavors of biscu-
ity malt, honey-drizzled banana and more lemon oil 
carry through to the lingering fi nish. 
abv: 9% Price: $10/750 ml

4  

   96  Lindemans Oude Kriek Cuvée René Grand 
Cru (Fruit Lambic; Brouwerij Lindemans, Bel-

gium). This selection is new to the U.S. market, but 
according to the brewery’s Web site, it is the beer 
they are most proud to create. This is masterfully 
craft ed and perfectly balanced. Whole cherries are 
added to the base lambic inside oak foudres, then 
fermented for six months before bottling, result-
ing in a complex, layered, dried- and spiced-cherry 

character. Cherry juice, pie fi lling, baking spice, rose 
petal, barnyard and light oak dance on the nose and 
mouth. It’s unpasteurized, not sweetened like many 
of the brewery’s other fruit lambics, and referments 
in the bottle, giving this a dry, pleasantly funky 
character that lingers long on the fi nish. Cellar 
Selection.
abv: 6.5% Price: $13/750 ml

5  
 95  Alaskan Brewing Co. 2014 Smoked Porter 

(American Porter; Alaskan Brewing Co., AK). 
ABC’s vintage-dated smoked porter is always a su-
perb selection, year aft er year, and one that’s in-
credibly deserving of a spot in your beer cellar. The 
2014 release is currently young and aggressive, with 
forward scents of smoked malt and campfi re that 
are grounded in notes of fi g, prune, tobacco leaf and 
chocolate. The mouthfeel is big and bold, yet smooth 
and creamy, with a lush and supple texture and dec-
adent fl avors of Whoppers, mocha and roasted cof-
fee bean. Hints of s’mores and hickory bacon dance 
on the long fi nish. It’s hard to ignore the pleasure of 
drinking this beauty now, but this will continue to 
gain complexity and nuance in the years, and even 
decade, to come. Cellar Selection. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $9/22 oz

6  

 

  96  Orval Trappist Ale (Belgian Pale Ale; Brasse-
rie d’Orval, Belgium). One of the most iconic 

Trappist beers, this pours a gorgeous golden-orange 
color, with a large, frothy off -white head that lingers. 
Fermented with brettanomyces, you can immediate-
ly pick up on the wonderfully complex, dry, funky 
earth and barnyard notes, with additional aromas of 
orange peel, green apple, gingered white tea, yeasty 
spice and freshly baked bread. The medium-bodied 
mouthfeel boasts bright, fi zzy carbonation and re-
freshing acidity, making the palate seem light and 
approachable. It fi nishes dry and spicy, with fl avors 
of citrus pith, lemongrass, white pepper and farm 
hay. It’s delicious upon release, but additional time 
in the cellar will allow this to harmonize, mellow 
and mature into an even more complex and nuanced 
brew; try aft er 3 years from release (refer to product 
label). 
abv: 6.9% Price: $7/330 ml
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7  

95 Uinta Cockeyed Cooper Bourbon Barrel Barley 
Wine Ale (American Barley Wine; Uinta Brew-

ing Co., UT). This barrel-aged beauty is an intense 
yet balanced brew that will improve with age. The 
bold Bourbon-barrel notes of vanilla bean, charred 
oak, baking spice and sweet oak partner seamlessly 
with notes of caramel malt, roasted peanut shell 
and dried dark fruits like plum, fi g and cherry. The 
alcohol is high, and the mouthfeel is round and ro-
bust, but it’s not overly warm or biting. Spicy orange 
rind and toasted wood fl avors linger on the fi nish. 
Thanks to the bottle size, this is best enjoyed with 
family and friends when you do pop the cork, which 
shouldn’t be until 2016. Cellar Selection.
abv: 11.1% Price: $13/750 ml

8  
95 Left  Hand Polestar Pilsner (German-style 

Pilsener; Left  Hand Brewing Co., CO). This is a 
stunning beer, with just about everything you’d look 
for and expect from a German-style Pilsener. It’s a 
clear, golden-yellow color with fi ne bubbles danc-
ing up toward the fl uff y white head. The bouquet is 
appropriately soft  and nuanced, with delicate hints 
of fresh grain, bread, citrusy hops and grass. Those 
same notes follow through on the palate, but the fl a-
vors are a bit more intense, supporting the smooth 
mouthfeel and spicy hop-infused fi nish. Medium 
weight and well-balanced. The dry fi nish is soft ly 
astringent, with a slightly grainy texture. 
abv: 5.5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

9  
 95 Great Divide Oak Aged Yeti Imperial Stout 

(Russian Imperial Stout; Great Divide Brew-
ing Company, CO). This classic oak-aged stout is 
always a highly sought-aft er selection when it’s 
released each winter, thanks to its decadent roasty 
character, warming alcohol level and remarkable 
overall balance. It’s a complex and fl avorful brew, 
with assertive aromas and fl avors of roasted malt, 
cocoa powder, burnt espresso bean, charred oak, 
dried black cherry, Raisinets, black pepper and va-
nilla bean. The mouthfeel is full and round, with a 
resinous hop slick that lingers through the warm 
close. A perfect cold-weather sipper that can be en-
joyed now, or cellared through 2018.
abv: 9.5% Price: $12/22 oz

10  

96 Trappistes Rochefort 8 (Belgian Dark Strong 
Ale; Trappistes Rochefort, Belgium). This 

classic brew pours a medium burnt-sienna color, 
with a substantial beige head that shows excellent 
retention. Yeasty, spicy aromas are front and cen-
ter, with immediate waft s of caramel-drizzled baked 
apple, dark plum and toasted malt that mingle with 
an apparent vinous-like raisin note. Full bodied, the 
mouthfeel is fl avorful and complex, as the palate of-
fers fl avors of Demerara sugar, apple pie, caramel-
ized fi gs and light toff ee. Medium carbonation helps 
to keep the rich profi le from feeling too heavy or 
slick, while the fi nish boasts subtle hints of sweet 
wood and leather. Overall, this is a well-balanced 
and robust brew that’s sure to age well for the next 
3–5 years from bottling (refer to product label). 
abv: 9.2% Price: $8/330 ml

11  

95 Lost Abbey Track #8 (Quadrupel; The Lost 
Abbey, CA). Part of the brewery’s Ultimate 

Box set (12 “tracks”), this special selection is actu-
ally one of only two tracks (the other being #10) that 
is produced every year, meaning you actually have a 
chance at fi nding some. Made from aging the brew-
ery’s Judgment Day ale (a Belgian-style quad brewed 
with raisins) in fi rst-fi ll Bourbon barrels with cin-
namon sticks and dried chilies, this is like a sweet 
and spicy dessert in a glass. The aromas are bold and 
boozy, with oodles of warm, spicy dark fruit and ber-
ry notes of cherry, fi g, prune and, of course, raisin. 
Black pepper, charred oak, sweet smoke and toasted 
cinnamon-raisin bread abound on the palate, which 
is full yet balanced by medium carbonation and tex-
tured by soft , woody tannins. A long, dry, baking 
spice and pepper infused fi nish seals the deal nicely. 
A gorgeous gem to share over the holidays, or to lay 
down for a few more years.
abv: 13.7 Price: $15/375 ml
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12  

  95 Ayinger Celebrator Doppelbock (Doppel-
bock; Brauerei Aying, Germany). Celebrator 

is an iconic doppelbock, regularly earning awards 
and accolades from competitions and journalists. 
It pours a dark mahogany color with fl ecks of rich 
amber when held up to the light. The bouquet im-
mediately entices with seductive notes of toff ee, 
caramel, toasted cinnamon-raisin bread, dried plum 
and fi g, all laced with threads of molasses and sweet 
smoke. The mouth is lush and velvety, and many 
of the aromatic elements become part of the fl avor 
profi le without fi nishing cloyingly sweet. Notes of 
coff ee and cocoa linger through the close, and the 
alcohol is completely in balance with all of the other 
elements.
abv: 6.7% Price: $4/330 ml

13  
 93  Smuttynose Big Beer Series Barleywine Style 

Ale (American Barley Wine; Smuttynose 
Brewing Co., NH). This attractive and expressive beer 
pours a deep copper-amber color, with a solid off -
white head that leaves pretty lacing behind with 
each sip. The bouquet immediately off ers intense 
aromas of citrusy whole hop, sweet malt, fresh grain 
and underripe stone fruit. The fruity tones continue 
through to the medium-weight palate, with solid fl a-
vors of nectarine and peach that are framed by bitter 
grapefruit pith astringency and a slightly sticky tex-
ture. The fi nish is long, with an appropriate lingering 
bitterness. 
abv: 10.6% Price: $9/22 oz

14  

 

  93  The Hop Concept Hop Freshener Series Lem-
on & Grassy (American Double/Imperial IPA; 

The Hop Concept, CA). From the team behind Port 
Brewing, The Hop Concept releases feature labels 
that are reminiscent of car air fresheners, identi-
fi ed with diff erent hop-infl uenced characteristics. In 
this case, their late-summer release, it’s lemon and 
grassy. Brewed with lemon zest, it opens with a pro-
nounced tart citrus aroma, followed by secondary 
hints of fresh cut grass and white fl orals. The medi-
um-weight mouthfeel, showing a solid caramel-malt 
backbone, is lift ed by medium-plus carbonation and 
a refreshing lemon and grapefruit peel fi nish. It’s a 
balanced and refreshing selection, especially for a 
DIPA, and the alcohol is well hidden.
abv: 8.5% Price: $7/22 oz

15  
 92  Dogfi sh Head Black & Blue (Fruit Beer; Dog-

fi sh Head Craft  Brewery, Inc., DE). Aft er a 
yearlong vacation and a new label design, this Bel-
gian-style golden ale is fi nally back. It’s fermented 
with black raspberries and blueberries, allowing the 
fruit to shine in both the aromas and fl avors. For-
ward scents of berry, golden raisin, sweet orange, 
ripe pineapple, clove and yeasty spice lead the nose. 
There’s noticeable warmth to the nose and fi nish 
thanks to the high alcohol, and the palate boasts a 
round, creamy texture that’s balanced by medium 
carbonation and an acidic, citrusy streak. A subtle 
oaky accent unfolds on the fi nish, reminiscent of a 
cocoa-dusted raspberry.
abv: 10% Price: $13/750 ml

16  
 92  Deschutes Mirror Pond Pale Ale (American 

Pale Ale; Deschutes Brewery, OR). A classic 
selection from Oregon-based Deschutes, this pale 
ale is remarkably balanced and approachable. It 
pours a gorgeous golden-honey color, with a frothy 
off -white head that lingers. Initial hop aromas are 
forward and intense, thanks to the generous amount 
of Cascade hops used, with enticing aromas of or-
ange blossom, pine needle, grapefruit peel and or-
ange zest. The medium-weight mouthfeel blends 
those hop-fueled characteristics with fl avors of 
toasted bread and malted barley from the appropri-
ately rich, caramel-malt core. Medium carbonation 
keeps the palate fresh, and a light nutty fl avor re-
mains through the fi nish.
abv: 5% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

17  
 92  Tallgrass Brewing Ethos IPA (American IPA; 

Tallgrass Brewing Co., KS). Despite clock-
ing in at over 100 IBUs, this is defi nitely a hop-
forward yet well-balanced and enjoyable IPA. A 
sunset-inspired orange-amber color in the glass, 
the bouquet opens with surprisingly bright aromas 
of citrus supremes, sweet grass, caramel malt and 
hop oil. The oily, round mouthfeel off ers more bitter 
fl avors of orange oil, grapefruit pith, pine resin and 
preserved lemon, packing an astringent punch that 
carries through to the spicy, drying fi nish. Ample 
carbonation keeps the palate from feeling too dank 
and heavy, while the alcohol leaves a slight warming 
sensation on the close.
abv: 6.8% Price: $9/16 oz 4 pack

18  
 92  Odell Brewing Co. Piña Agria Sour Pineapple 

(American Wild Ale; Odell Brewing Co., CO). 
This is the kind of beer that makes you wonder why 
more people haven’t used pineapple in their sours 
before. Sure, Odell isn’t the fi rst, but this is a deli-
cious, harmonious brew that marries the intensely 
wild and funky character of an American wild ale 
with the sweet yet tart fl avor of ripe pineapple, and 
to wonderful eff ect. Pineapple is front and center on 
the nose and palate, as expectred, but pleasant, sup-
porting notes of underripe mango, melon and citrus 
round the experience out. Medium carbonation and 
assertive acidity makes for a lively and refreshing 
palate, fi nishing tart and juicy, with hints of barn-
yard, hay and white pepper.
abv: 6.5% Price: $17/750 ml



Not all beers shown are available in all stores. Visit your nearest store for their complete selection. 
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Cold Kegs 
Always Available!
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Connecticut, Washington, Delaware, Maryland, Florida,
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19  
 91  Firestone Walker Easy Jack IPA (American IPA; 

Firestone Walker Brew ing Company, CA). This 
special selection is now available in cans as a year-
round release, as the brewery’s brewmaster traveled 
to Germany to secure an ample supply of Mandarina 
Bavaria and Hull Melon hops to ensure production 
could reach a larger scale. Bright orange zest and 
juice aromas are upfront, with supporting notes 
of fi rm pineapple, underripe mango and pressed 
white fl owers. The palate is crisp and clean, with 
brisk carbonation that results in a lively mouthfeel 
and a mouthwatering fi nish. A delicious and well-
balanced selection that showcases some exceptional 
new hop varieties.
abv: 4.7% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack

20  
 91  Victory Kirsch Gose (Gose; Victory Brewing 

Co., PA). A lively, bright and extremely eff er-
vescent brew, forget about a bowl of cherries and 
reach for this fruity stunner instead. It pours a clear 
light-red color, with a glimmer of a head that dis-

sipates quickly. The aromas and fl avors are fresh and 
fruit-forward, with just-ripe red cherry leading the 
way while hints of citrus and barnyard dance in the 
background. The carbonation is high and the palate 
brisk, with racing acidity and a hint of salinity hold-
ing on the fi nish.
abv: 4.7% Price: $9/12 oz 4 pack

21  
 91  Great Lakes Christmas Ale (Winter Warmer; 

Great Lakes Brewing Co., OH). Thanks to all 
the forward sweet- and baking-spice characteristics, 
this is like Christmas in a glass. Attractive notes of 
cinnamon stick, ginger, nutmeg, brown sugar, cara-
mel and honey abound on the nose and carry through 
to the medium-weight palate. Toasted caramel malt, 
pie crust and fruit cake fl avors mingle harmoniously 
with the dominant spice tones, ending dry and spicy, 
with a pleasant cinnamon-like warmth. 
abv: 7.5%  Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

22  
 90  Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co. Big Cone 

American Black Ale (American Black Ale; 
Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co., CA). The clever name 
suggests what to expect in the glass: Bold, assertive 
hop characteristics. The bouquet delivers on that 
promise, with forward scents of grapefruit peel and 
pine resin alongside supporting aromas of chocolate 
malt and freshly roasted coff ee bean. The palate is 
initially malty and full, with a creamed coff ee fl avor 
and smooth texture, while the fi nish steers back to-
ward an astringent, pine tar fl avor that lingers. 
abv: 6.5% Price: $9/22 oz

23  
 90  21st Amendment Down to Earth Session IPA 

(American IPA; 21st Amendment Brewery, 
CA). At 42 IBUs, this new year-round selection from 
21st Amendment delivers a fl avorful yet approach-
able punch. The hop profi le is fresh—thanks to the 
late hop additions and dry-hopping with Mosaic and 
Centennial—with lively notes of orange blossom, 
clementine, stone fruit and pineapple core that fl ood 
the palate. The mouthfeel is vibrant and briskly car-
bonated, with a subtle hint of bitter citrus peel that 
lingers through the otherwise juicy fi nish. A session-
able selection indeed, sure to be one of your new fa-
vorite poolside sippers.
abv: 4.4% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack

24
90 Full Sail Cascade Pilsner (German-style Pilsen-

er; Full Sail Brewing Company, OR). After the 
success of Full Sail’s 26th anniversary selection, the 
brewery added the Cascade Pilsner recipe to their 
year-round lineup. A Northwest take on a European 
classic, it pours a beautiful bright-gold color, with a 
chunky white head that boasts excellent retention and 
leaves serious lacing behind with each sip. The hop-
derived aromas of citrus and pine are forward and 
intense, with supporting notes of pale malt and cereal 
grain. The mouthfeel is medium-bodied but full of fla-
vor, with high carbonation and a harmonious balance 
between the crisp lager core and the sticky hop char-
acteristics. Herbal tones of meadow, yellow flower and 
soft pepper grace the finish.
abv: 6%  Price: $8/12 oz 6 pack

25  

  90 Samuel Adams Rebel Rouser Double IPA 
(American Double/Imperial IPA; The Boston 

Beer Co., MA). Brewed with more than fi ve pounds of 
hops per barrel and dry-hopped with fi ve American 
hop varieties from the Pacifi c Northwest—Amarillo, 
Cascade, Centennial, Simcoe and Zeus—this bold 
DIPA is not short on personality. In fact, it’s abun-
dant in hop-derived characteristics, including aro-
mas and fl avors of ripe tropical fruit, honeyed mel-
on, sweet citrus, fresh grass, hop resin and earthy 
spice. In true Sam Adams fashion, the malty back-
bone is at the forefront of the palate, grounding the 
mélange of hop fl avors in lightly sweet, toasted-grain 
goodness. At 85 IBUs, it’s a hoppy beer, but it’s also 
a harmonious and well-balanced one.
abv: 8.4% Price: $11/12 oz 6 pack

WHAT WE REVIEWED 
THIS YEAR 

AMERICAN 
BLACK ALE

4
AMERICAN DOUBLE/

IMPERIAL IPA

7
AMERICAN IPA 

7
AMERICAN 
PALE ALE

5
AMERICAN 

PORTER

3
AMERICAN 

STOUT

5
AMERICAN 
WILD ALE

3

BARLEY WINE

7
BELGIAN 
PALE ALE

2
BELGIAN STRONG 

DARK ALE

2
GERMAN-STYLE 

PILSENER

2
GOSE

3
TRIPEL

5
QUADRUPEL

2 

OTHER ALES - 11
OTHER LAGERS - 2

CIDERS - 10



Join Viña San Pedro in celebrating 150 years of 
winemaking with our brightest star, Altaïr. Born from the 
Cachapoal Andes Valley and nestled in the foothills of 

the Andes Mountains, Altaïr shines with its artful blend. 

Grandes Vinos de San Pedro

Grandes Vinos de Chile
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It’s easy to overlook the world’s foremost special-
occasion beverage when choosing a wine for dinner. 
But Champagne is amazingly versatile at the table.

B Y  R O G E R  V O S S

P H O T O S  B Y 

C H R I S T I N A  H O L M E S



108  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

PRINCIPLES OF 
CHAMPAGNE PAIRING
Chef Giraudeau’s basic guide to 

matching Champagne and food.

❖  Set the scene with an apéritif 
Champagne. “It’s there to 
prepare the palate, keep it fresh 
and clean for the food.” He 
recommends brut nature or brut 
zéro styles (the very driest).

❖  Play on the acidity of the 
Champagne. Let it work to cut 
through rich or spicy foods.

❖  Never have too much sauce, just 
use the juices from the food.

❖  Seafood works best because 
the briny flavors go well 
with Champagne.

❖  To pair Champagne with meat 
(it works with most meats, 
except beef), pick a weighty 
wine, like a vintage Champagne 
or rosé.

❖  If you’re serving multiple 
Champagnes, start with the 
driest and lightest and move to 
the richest. Go from nonvintage 
to vintage, perhaps finishing 
with a rosé. 

hen Sommelier David Mangeat poured the 
Champagne we’d selected into a decanter, I 
was shocked. 

I was at the Michelin one-star restau-
rant Les Berceaux in the center of Épernay, 
a two-minute walk from the grand Avenue 
de Champagne and its succession of famous 
Champagne houses.

The Champagne was Gosset’s Grande Réserve Brut. A nonvintage 
bottling, this is usually a pop-and-pour proposition. But the decant-
ing brought additional depth and richness to the wine, making it a 
perfect companion to the lobster. 

I’d come to Champagne to see how the region’s chefs match their 
food to the local wine when not every sip celebrates a special occa-
sion. If the chefs here don’t understand the keys to pairing Cham-
pagne and food, no one does.

Two days earlier, Chef Pascal Tingaud had given me a complete 
lesson in Champagne pairing in his kitchen at the Moët & Chandon 
entertaining house known as Le Petit Trianon.

“If a pairing works, the Champagne and the food make music,” 
Tingaud says. 

That means getting many elements just right. And according to 
Tingaud, aroma and texture are the keys to success.

“You must be able to smell the food and the wine without either 
dominating the other,” he says. “You must create a synergy between 
the texture of the wine and the texture of the ingredients. Weighty 
ingredients need a weighty Champagne.”

Salt is the common, essential ingredient, Tingaud says, sprin-
kling sea salt liberally over a dish of oysters with fennel. 

But, he says, “it’s much easier to match most foods with Cham-
pagne than with still wines,” as Champagne is less dominated by 
terroir-driven, distinctive fl avors.

Simplicity came up again and again when talking to chefs about 
Champagne pairings. No more than three ingredients in the dish, 
says Tingaud.

Dominique Giraudeau, chef at Le Grand Cerf, a Michelin one-star 
restaurant outside Reims since 1992, concurs.

“You have to keep the cooking sober, simple,” he says. “Not too 
much sauce, let the ingredients do the matching.”

At the end of every meal, the chefs would insist that Champagne 
and sugary desserts go together. I maintain that they don’t, not even 
with the sweeter demi-sec styles. Outside this fairytale region, there 
is a limit to Champagne’s versatility.

So eat your dessert, and then to cleanse and refresh your pal-
ate aft erward, pour yourself a fi nal glass of Champagne. Then you 
can rightly say that Champagne can go from the beginning of a meal 
right through to the fi nish.

“If a pairing works, the Champagne and 
the food make music. You must be able to 
smell the food and the wine without either 

dominating the other.” —Chef Pascal Tingaud
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LOBSTER WITH CREAMY 
MUSHROOM RISOTTO
Chef Patrick Michelon runs Les Berceaux, 
a Michelin one-star restaurant with at-
tached bistro, Le 7, and 28-room hotel in 
the center of Épernay. Originally from Al-
sace, he has made the restaurant his home 
since 1996, matching Champagne and fi ne 
cuisine. This lobster dish was the star of 
my meal there.

2 lobsters, about 1½ pounds each

2 shallots, finely chopped

1 clove garlic, finely chopped 

2 tablespoons olive oil, divided

1  pound mushrooms (portobello or 
button)

7 ounces Arborio rice

3 cups chicken stock

3 tablespoons heavy cream

¾ ounce butter

Salt and pepper, to taste

Cook the lobsters in a big pot of boiling 
water for 5 minutes (or buy them ready-
cooked). Remove lobster meat and slice 
evenly. Reserve coral.

Sweat shallots and garlic in 1 table-
spoon olive oil until soft . Slice mush-
rooms, and cook in separate pan with 
 remaining olive oil. 

Add the rice to the shallots and garlic, 
then add the chicken stock. As the rice 
cooks, add the mushrooms. Stir gently to 
avoid sticking, allowing liquid to soak into 
rice. Add more liquid, either stock or wa-
ter, as necessary.

Once risotto is cooked, add lobster cor-
al to the cream. Stir to combine, and then 
stir the mixture into the risotto. Quickly 

reheat lobster in a pan with butter. 
Divide risotto among four plates, 
and top with lobster. Serves 4.

WINE PAIRING
Gosset NV Grande Réserve Brut 

Decanting and immediately 
pouring into glasses brings out 

the fruit in this wine, its freshness 
cutting through the rich lobster. 

Don’t worry if the Champagne 
loses some bubbles, it makes it 

even better with the dish.
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SCALLOPS WITH SMOKED ALMOND MILK
Patrick Tingaud is the in-house chef at Moët & Chandon in Épernay. 
That means that Champagne has to come fi rst, and the recipes are 
designed to showcase the Champagnes. This easy-to-cook scallop dish 
is typical of his recipes, which require only a few ingredients.

WINE PAIRING
Moët & Chandon NV

 Rosé Impérial 
“I find rosé is the best partner 
to the texture of the scallops 

and the smoky flavors,” 
says Tingaud.

1 ounce whole white almonds

8 ounces coconut milk

12–20 scallops (depending on size) 

2 tablespoons olive oil

½ ounce plain flaked almonds

Salt and pepper, to taste

 Liquid smoke (or beechwood chips 
 and smoker gun)

Gently toast the whole almonds in 
a dry pan. Meanwhile, heat coconut 
milk until boiling. Transfer almonds 
into boiling coconut milk. Remove 
from heat and let steep for 3 hours. 
Strain and check for seasoning. 

Sauté scallops in hot olive oil until 
lightly browned, turning once, about 
1 minute each side. Remove and place 
on wire rack. Sprinkle with fl aked al-
monds without superimposing them. 
Put beechwood chips in smoker gun 
and turn on, or add a few drops of liq-
uid smoke to almond milk. 

Emulsify almond milk just before 
serving. Arrange scallops in individ-
ual shallow serving dishes, and then 
pour almond milk around them. If us-
ing smoker gun, let a bit of smoke out 
over the milk and cover immediately to 
trap the smoke. Serves 4.
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WINE PAIRING
Louis Roederer 2008 

Vintage Brut 
“You need to play on the 

acidity of Champagne 
with food, especially rich 

food,” says Giraudeau. 
“So a younger vintage 

Champagne goes with a 
rich chicken dish.” 

ROASTED CHICKEN 
WITH HERB BUTTER
Dominique Giraudeau, chef at Le Grand 
Cerf, a Michelin one-star restaurant be-
tween Reims and Épernay, has a huge 
cellar of Champagnes at his disposal, 
many of them well aged. “When we cre-
ate a menu, we obviously want to get the 
best accord between the food and the 
Champagnes,” he says. “Although in fact 
every thing goes with Champagne, it’s a 
 question of  deciding which.”

 Chopped fresh herbs (a handful each 
 of chives, tarragon, flat leaf 
 parsley and chervil)

10½  ounces lightly salted butter, 
divided

 Freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Juice of 1 lemon

1 chicken (4–5 pounds)

Salt, to taste

2  tablespoons olive oil or peanut oil

6 unpeeled garlic cloves

3–4 thyme sprigs

3 bay leaves

The day before cooking, chop and mix 
herbs. Put 8 ounces of butter, black pep-

per and lemon juice in blender. 
Start blender and add herbs. Blend 

until smooth. Check seasoning. Re-
move from blender.

Season chicken with salt 
and pepper. Insert herb mixture 

gently between fl esh and skin. Re-
frigerate overnight. 

Preheat an oven to 350˚F. Roast 
chicken in pan with the remainder of 

the butter, plus the oil, garlic, thyme 
and bay leaves. Roast for 90 minutes, 

basting frequently.
Remove pan from oven. Place chicken 

on cutting board to rest. Add 1 cup of wa-
ter to the pan juices and reheat. Remove 
as much fat as possible. Season with salt 
and pepper to taste. 

Carve chicken and coat pieces with 
pan juices. Serve with new potatoes and 
bacon slices. Serves 4.



about wine, that is.

Wine is more than just 

our biggest export.

It’s our job. Our hobby. 

Our midnight oil.

What we do on vacation.

Our preferred method of payment.

It’s breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Yeah, wine is a bit all consuming in Lodi.

What can we say, we’re

lodiwine.com
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WINE ENTHUSIAST
Wine Star Awards

2015
B Y  T H E  E D I T O R S  O F 

W I N E  E N T H U S I A S T  M A G A Z I N E

S
ixteen years ago, the editors of 
Wine Enthusiast conceived an 
annual award program to honor 
individuals and companies that have 
contributed to the success of the 

wine industry.
Over the years, the size and scope of our Wine 

Star Awards have expanded to encompass spirits 
and beer, and to showcase hands-on consumer 
gatekeepers such as mixologists and wine 
directors. We recognize how multifaceted and 
rich the wine culture and its peripheral facets 
have become, and continually embrace and 
acknowledge the trailblazers who are impacting 
what you put in your glass every day.

What does it take to be a Wine Star winner? 
Among other attributes, energy, courage, 
groundbreaking vision and business acumen.

We invite you to turn the page and learn about 
these vanguards, whose work is changing the 
drinking world for the better.
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MICHAEL MONDAVI 
2015 PERSON OF THE YEAR

Born into the wine world, he’s working to transform it.

G
entleman. Winemaker. Busi-
nessman. Importer. Philanthro-
pist. Father. Husband. Mentor.

Michael Mondavi is a man of 
considerable talents, one who is many things 
to many people. The common denominator 
that ties them all together is the almost uni-
versal respect and admiration he enjoys. 

Michael was born into the wine industry 
as Robert Mondavi’s oldest son, but he’s al-
ways made his own way. He’s a quiet icon, 
a man who has been around wine for more 
than 70 years and is widely credited with 
helping establish the Napa Valley that we 
know today.

“As one of the great leaders in fi ne wine, 
Michael’s legacy endures as an influen-
tial trailblazer who has helped elevate the 
world’s perception of California and Napa 
Valley, not simply through his own ventures, 
but more importantly, through his active 
involvement volunteering and advocat-
ing on behalf of the industry and the com-
munity,” says Chris Indelicato of Delicato 
Family Vineyards.

“Michael’s greatest strengths are his di-
plomacy, gracious manner, resilience and 
work ethic,” Indelicato says. “He has an im-
pressive ability to visualize all the aspects of 
opportunities and articulate them in a clear, 
precise and respectful fashion. 

“In an era where big, bold, loud and bom-
bastic behavior has become commonplace, 
Michael charts his own course with radiat-
ing grace, elegance, modesty, intelligence, 
warmth and charm. He is a true gentleman.”

With old-school smarts and manners, 
Mondavi’s success is proof that relationships 
still matter in the wine industry.

“I remember Michael seeing me at an 
event and going out of his way to say, ‘Thank 
you for continuing the legacy of my dad,’ ” 

says Genevieve Janssens, winemaker at Rob-
ert Mondavi Winery. “He didn’t have to do 
that. He is genuinely kind—a legend—who is 
widely liked and respected.”

Starting out at Robert Mondavi Winery 
aft er graduating college, Michael brought 
with him lessons from his grandfather, 
 Cesare, who stressed the importance of tak-
ing care of the soil in which grapes grow.

In 1966, he started out as Robert Mon-
davi Winery’s fi rst winemaker, a position he 
held through its fi rst eight vintages. From 
there, he went on to run sales, eventual-
ly becoming managing director and CEO, a 
 title he retained aft er its public stock off er-
ing in 1994. From 2001 to 2004, he served 
as chairman.

A FAMILY AFFAIR
The fi rst chapter of the Michael Mondavi 
Family Estate story happened while Michael 
was still busy building Robert Mondavi Win-
ery. Along with his wife, Isabel, and their two 
children, Rob Jr. and Dina, Michael bought 
a vineyard in Atlas Peak called Animo, put-
ting down the fi rst stakes for what is now an 
impressive family-owned and estate-driven 
portfolio of wines.

Remembering his grandfather’s lesson 
about caring for the earth, his estate vine-
yards in Napa Valley are sustainably farmed. 

In 2004, Oberon and Isabel Mondavi 
Wines were launched. In 2006, he bought 
the Oso Vineyard on Howell Mountain, as 
well as the Carneros Creek facility around 
the Gallery Vineyard in Carneros. 

It wasn’t until 2008 that Mondavi 
launched his eponymous wine, M by Michael 
Mondavi, a single-vineyard, 100-percent 
Cabernet Sauvignon from the Animo Vine-
yard. He followed with Emblem in 2009.

The brand known as Animo was launched 

in 2014, the same year Michael sold the 
Carneros Winery facility and vineyard. He 
hopes to announce the location of a new win-
ery and tasting facility for Michael Mondavi 
Family Estate in Napa Valley early next year.

Animo and M by Michael Mondavi sit 
within the portfolio of another of Michael’s 
successful enterprises: Folio Fine Wine Part-
ners. Selling its fi rst case of wine in 2005, 
Folio is a collection of imported wines made 
by family owned and managed wineries. 

Among its gems are the wines of Marchesi 
de’ Frescobaldi, Ornellaia, Donnafugata and 
Palacios Remondo. Many of these partner-
ships were forged on a handshake, a symbol 
of how trusted Mondavi is as a businessman. 

This past year, he added the wines of Su-
sana Balbo and Charles Heidsieck. More 
additions are in the works for next year, par-
ticularly from France.

“Being able to attract Susana Balbo and 
Champagne Charles Heidsieck this year is a 
major accomplishment,” Mondavi says. “One 
of the things for me is I am doing a better job 
of delegating to the management team at Fo-
lio and to my son and daughter at Michael 
Mondavi Family Estate and acting truly more 
as a coach.”

“Sometimes, people my age or with my 
experience fi nd it hard to let go and let other 
people run the business, but I’m having fun.”

Mondavi’s also continuing to excel at 
what he has always excelled at: relationships. 
Each month, he makes 150 phone calls to 
thank people for doing business with him. In 
addition, Folio is run like a guild, with each 
winery retaining its own brand identity and 
operating model.

“The team we have leading Folio is work-
ing well together and doing a spectacular 
job,” he says. “Our relationship with the 
wholesalers is better than it has ever been 
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and is one of the best supplier-distributor 
relationships in the industry.”

BEYOND THE BUSINESS
In addition to founding Folio and Michael 
Mondavi Family Estate, Mondavi has served 
as chairman and CEO of the Wine Market 
Council, president of the Napa Valley Vint-
ners, and chairman of the Wine Institute, 
Winegrowers of California and Napa Valley 
Wine Auction. 

He received the James Beard Foundation’s 
Who’s Who of Food and Beverage in Ameri-
ca award in 1997. He also sits on the board of 
Delicato Family Vineyards.

“Michael’s dynamic experience across all 
aspects of the wine business and his commit-
ment to continuing a sustainable family leg-
acy are invaluable assets to our board,” says 
Indelicato. “His industry knowledge is unpar-
alleled, and it is a privilege and an honor to 
have him advise the family and our executive 
leaders on diffi  cult decisions and long-term 
strategy, including outside perspective on the 
intricacies of family ownership and decision-
making that works to keep the family unifi ed, 
aligned and traveling on a secure course.”

Mondavi is an active philanthropist, de-
voting much of his support to Queen of the 
Valley Medical Center in Napa, where he has 
served as a foundation board trustee and 
honorary trustee.

“Michael has continued his family’s tra-
dition of giving back to the community,” says 
Elaine John, president and CEO of the Queen 
of the Valley Foundation. “He has also helped 
to develop a culture of generosity among his 
peers, stating that ‘there is scarcely a fam-
ily in the Valley, including our own, whose 
lives haven’t been positively touched by the 
Queen.’ ”

In 2014, he teamed up with his brother 
Tim and his sister Marcia to donate $1 mil-
lion to Queen of the Valley, creating the Mar-
jorie Mondavi Center for Intensive Care in 
honor of their late mother.

“Dad was the energy, the visionary; our 
mother was the values and the stability,” 
Michael says. “She was the person who 
gave us the values by which we raised our 
own families.”

It’s the values he exhibits, the business 
acumen he demonstrates and the unyielding 
respect and admiration of his colleagues that 
make Michael Mondavi Wine Enthusiast’s 
2015 Person of the Year. —Virginie Boone

“As one of the great leaders in fi ne 
wine, Michael’s legacy endures as 
an infl uential trailblazer who has 

helped elevate the world’s percep-
tion of California and Napa Valley.” 

—Chris Indelicato
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ANGELO GAJA
2015 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

His infl uence on Italian wine extends 
to far-fl ung global markets.

It 
is impossible to talk about the Renaissance of 
modern-day Italian wine without mentioning 
Angelo Gaja. Trailblazing, creative and influen-
tial, during his half-century career, Gaja has been 
a fundamental force in ushering in the New Age 

of Italian wine and in raising its image around the world. 
Gaja’s quest began in 1960, when he graduated from the 

Enological Institute of Alba with a diploma in enology. 
In 1961, at the age of 21, Gaja joined his family’s wine-

making fi rm in the heart of Barbaresco. Founded by his great-
grandfather in 1859, it’s the region’s oldest producer. 

Before Gaja took the reins in 1969, his father had already 
improved winemaking practices and acquired some of the ar-
ea’s top vineyard sites. Gaja took a more drastic approach to 
upping quality, including advocating short pruning and low-
ering grape yields—unheard of in Italy at the time. He began 
experimenting with French oak barriques in the late 1960s, 
and in 1978 released the fi rst Barbaresco aged in both bar-
riques and in traditional, large Slavonian casks.

Gaja was also an early advocate of terroir. In particular, he 
focused on the Langhe hills, home to the Nebbiolo grape, the 
sole variety in two of Italy’s greatest wines, Barolo and Bar-
baresco. He shocked local winemakers when he planted tiny 
amounts of Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay in the late 
1970s to “demonstrate that even international grapes would 
excel in Langhe’s extraordinary growing area,” he says. 

But perhaps Gaja’s most important contribution to Italian winemak-
ing was his devotion to individual vineyards. His Sorì bottlings from the 
1967 vintage shook up the entire wine world for their fi nesse, structure 
and heft y price tag when they debuted in 1970. 

Soon, producers across Italy began adopting the practices that Gaja 
innovated. His world-class wines inspired a generation of winemakers.

But Gaja didn’t just focus on winemaking. Early on in his career, he 
embarked on a quest to improve Italian wine’s image abroad. 

“Up until the early 1980s, Italian wine suff ered from the ‘cheap and 
cheerful’ image and fi nely craft ed Italian wines were almost unknown 
in export markets,” says Gaja. “One of my goals has always been to dem-
onstrate Italy’s ability to produce elegant wines like Barbaresco and to 
confi rm Italy’s role as the leader in making wines that pair beautiful-
ly with food.” 

To this end, Gaja has traveled the world, educating consumers and 
the trade alike on the excellence of fi ne Italian wine. 

“One of my father’s unique qualities is his all-out conviction that if 
you really try, you can change things,” says Gaia Gaja, Angelo’s eldest 
daughter, who works at the fi rm alongside her father and sister Rossa-
na, while her younger brother Giovanni attends university. 

Today, the Gaja family also owns estates in Tuscany, where they 
make Brunello di Montalcino at Pieve Santa Restituta, and in Bolgh-
eri, where they produce Toscana IGT and Bolgheri DOC at Cà Marcan-
da winery—but wine is more than a family business for Angelo Gaja. 

“My father always says, ‘Chi sa bere sa vivere’ or, ‘Whoever enjoys 
wine knows how to enjoy life,’ because culture and values are the true 
riches of wine,” says Gaia.

Wine Enthusiast is thrilled to honor pioneer Angelo Gaja with our 
2015 Lifetime Achievement Award. —Kerin O’Keefe





ER
IC

 Z
EZ

IO
LA

122  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

JEAN-BAPTISTE 
LECAILLON

2015 WINEMAKER OF THE YEAR

Historical vision and far-ranging fore-
sight make him a leader in Champagne.

G
oing into Jean-Baptiste Lecaillon’s office at the 
Louis Roederer cellars in Reims, France, you’re 
confronted with piles of folders both on the 
floor and on shelves. All have dates on them.

“I’m going back over our harvest records since 
1832,” Lecaillon says. “I’m putting them all on a spreadsheet. 
What they are telling me is that our ancestors were looking for 
ripe grapes to make wines fi rst, Champagnes second.”

Which is exactly where Lecaillon is headed today. In many 
cases, he’s also using the same methods—biodynamic and or-
ganic farming, fermenting in wood, picking grapes for ripeness, 
not for acidity—to make a new-old style of great Champagne. 

“I want to reconnect with the past to make the wines of the 
future,” he says.

Lecaillon, 49, is vice president of Louis Roederer and a native of Re-
ims. The Rouzaud family, which owns Roederer, has been his only em-
ployer. He was recruited from oenology school by Jean-Claude Rouzaud, 
father of current managing director, Frédéric Rouzaud.

Stints in California (Roederer Estate), Tasmania (a joint venture 
with Jansz Wines) and Bordeaux (Roederer-owned Châteaux  de Pez 
and Haut-Beauséjour in Saint-Estèphe) fi nally led Lecaillon back to Re-
ims as cellar master and vineyard director in 1999.

“I learned a lot about the rest of the wine world,” he says. “I also 
learned how to do every job in the cellar and the vineyard, which really 
helps how you manage people.”

Since 1999, he has revolutionized the vineyards. He banished herbi-
cides and, starting with trials in 2001, he converted 184 of Roederer’s 
590 acres to biodynamics. The rest of the land is managed organically.

The heart of these biodynamic vineyards goes into Roederer’s fl ag-
ship Champagne, Cristal. 

“Straight away, I insisted only our own grapes went into Cristal,” 
Lecaillon says. “We had 45 parcels going into the wine. I wanted to 
make those grapes worthy of Cristal.”

With the vineyards working well, Lecaillon is back in the cellar. 
“I am coming back to the cellar with a new vision, based on the new 

style of grapes we are getting from biodynamic viticulture,” he says. 

“They need to breathe, they are riper, with more structure, they are 
wine grapes not sparkling wine grapes.”

The new-old style was revealed with last year’s launch of Roederer 
Brut Nature 2006. A shock to those used to bone-dry Champagnes, it’s 
packed with ripe grapes that express pure fruit, freshness and richness.

“I am able to make the wines more approachable when they are 
young, while also having great aging ability,” says Lecaillon. 

Lecaillon is also responsible for four other properties in the  Roederer 
group: the Bordeaux chateaus (including Château Pichon Longueville 
Comtesse de Lalande), Roederer Estate in Mendocino, Domaines Ott in 
Provence and Ramos-Pinto in Portugal’s Douro region.

But, he says, “I’m not a fl ying winemaker. Everybody on the spot 
knows much better than me. I see myself as the team coach.”

Today, with “many more vintages to go,” Lecaillon is one of a hand-
ful of winemakers changing the way Champagne is produced and how 
the region sees itself. He’s perhaps the most farsighted, seeing climate 
change as a major factor in how to approach vines and winemaking. 
While looking to the future, he has also learned to take from the past.

“Great winemaking is catching the moment,” he says. 
Jean-Baptiste Lecaillon’s ability to catch the moment of Cham-

pagne’s revolution is why he’s Wine Enthusiast’s 2015 Winemaker of 
the Year. —Roger Voss
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JUSTIN VINEYARDS 
& WINERY

2015 AMERICAN WINERY OF THE YEAR

Prescience and plenty of hard work have 
propelled this Paso Robles winery to the top.

P
aso Robles may be the poster child of overnight wine-
country success in America, but the region’s rise to 
prominence is really the result of three-plus decades of 
pioneering spirit and visionary groundwork. 

And no person deserves as much credit for elevating 
Paso Robles from a dying cowboy town to a globally recognized land of 
vineyards than Justin Baldwin, who founded Justin Vineyards & Win-
ery in 1981 and grew his Isosceles bottling into one of the most popular 
luxury blends in the U.S. 

Those early days were both fun and frustrating, says Baldwin, 
who remembers his neighbors—then growing barley, saffl  ower and 
almonds—wondering why he’d ever buy a property full of useless 
limestone-studded hillsides. 

“That was exactly why I bought all that,” says Baldwin, explaining 
that his previous career in banking opened his eyes to the chalky land-
scape of Bordeaux. “Now their properties have all increased 25 times 
in value per acre, and they’re growing grapes and even making wine.”

Five years ago, pressured by increasing competition to grow in quan-
tity yet desiring to maintain high quality, Baldwin sold his winery to the 
Resnick family of Fiji Water fame. 

The new owners have since planted hundreds of new vineyard acres 
and tripled the size of the winery. They’ve also hired the best talent 
they could fi nd, including Winemaker Scott Shirley, whose 13 pre-
vious years in Napa Valley includes work at Opus One and The Hess 
Collection wineries. 

Today, Justin (the winery) is as robust and relevant as ever, and 
Baldwin, now 69, remains a vital part of the organization. He partici-
pates in the blending process and travels more than 100 days each year 
to promote the brand that bears his name.  

“We really believe in this market, and we’re very committed,” says 
David Ricanati, president of Fiji Water Company. “Our vision is very 
simplistic: a deep investment in quality, combined with a very dynam-
ic selling organization.” 

Those investments include increasing vineyard area from just 70 
acres when Fiji purchased Justin in 2010 to nearly 1,000 acres today. 
The winemaking facility was expanded by an additional 100,000 square 

feet and the visitor experience was greatly enhanced: the winery now 
welcomes nearly 50,000 visitors to its tasting room annually, serves 
10,000 meals in its restaurant and hosts 2,000 overnight stays at the 
Just Inn.

In 2012, Shirley was lured away from a comfortable life in Napa to 
become winemaker for Justin Winery. 

“I had no intention of leaving Napa Valley, because it’s where Cab 
is king,” says Shirley. “But I caught the fever of what was happening in 
Paso Robles. It’s an amazing place to make luxury wines. And to be able 
to be part of that blossoming of recognition in the industry? It’s very 
exciting as a winemaker to be part of that movement.” 

And Shirley couldn’t imagine a more fi tting place to do so. 
“Walking through these vineyard blocks is just incredible—with all 

the limestone, it looks exactly like Bordeaux,” says Shirley, who’s visit-
ed four of the fi ve fi rst-growth Bordeaux chateaus. “If I was a Cabernet 
Sauvignon vine, this is where I would want to be planted.” 

Ricanati is bullish on that Cab, too. It sells at retail for $30, keep-
ing in line with Baldwin’s desire for people to drink his wines rather 
than save them. 

“We think the Justin Cab punches way above its weight because we 
don’t have to pay Napa prices for real estate,” says Ricanati. “Our aspi-
ration is for Justin to be the number one Cabernet in America—no less. 
And it’s within our sights.”

Good thing Baldwin is showing no signs of slowing down.
“I’m gonna do this ’til the day I die,” says the pre-eminent pioneer 

of Paso Robles. “I love it.”
It’s that passion for winemaking and commitment to growth and 

quality that make Justin Vineyards & Winery our choice as Wine En-
thusiast’s 2015 American Winery of the Year. —Matt Kettmann
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FERRARI
2015 EUROPEAN WINERY  

OF THE YEAR

Thanks to over a century of 
experience, Ferrari has helped 

put Italian sparklers on the 
world’s radar.

I
t’s a great time for Italian bubbly. Thanks to 
worldwide demand, producers throughout the 
country are turning out sparkling wines, from 
lighthearted off erings refermented in stainless 

steel tanks to more serious-minded sparklers refer-
mented in bottle. 

But no brand has reached the luxury status and 
prestige of Ferrari. 

Founded in 1902 by Giulio Ferrari, the fi rm is 
headquartered in the city of Trento, in the moun-
tainous Trentino region of northern Italy. Here, in 
high-altitude vineyards surrounded by the soaring 
Alps, Ferrari planted Chardonnay grapes with the aim of producing 
sparkling wines on par with the best French Champagnes. 

His small initial production quickly earned acclaim, and in 1906, 
Ferrari won a gold medal at the International Exhibition in Milan.

Giulio Ferrari had no children, and he wanted to fi nd a successor to 
carry on his tradition of producing quality sparkling wines made in the 
classic method of secondary fermentation in the bottle.

He chose Bruno Lunelli, the owner of a wine shop in Trento whom 
he had known for years. Aft er he sold the winery to Lunelli in 1952, Fer-
rari stayed on for the next several years to help. Thanks to passion and 
a savvy business sense, Lunelli increased production without compro-
mising Ferrari’s high quality standards.

In the 1970s, Lunelli’s sons, Franco, Gino and Mauro, took over the 
company. Under their direction, Ferrari became Italy’s sparkling wine 
leader and the country’s go-to bubbly for celebrations, including For-
mula 1 and World Cup victories. 

The brothers also created what are now Italy’s most iconic sparklers, 
including Ferrari Rosé, Ferrari Perlé and Giulio Ferrari Riserva del Fon-
datore, which is the fi rm’s fl agship wine. 

Made with a rigorous selection of Chardonnay from the estate’s 
Maso Pianizza Vineyard, Giulio Ferrari Riserva del Fondatore is aged on 
its lees for at least 10 years. Only made in outstanding vintages, it was 
fi rst released in 1972 as a tribute to the company’s founder and was an 
overnight success among critics and connoisseurs. Thanks to its com-

plexity and depth, it set a new benchmark for Italian sparkling wine.  
Today, the third generation of Lunellis is at the helm: cousins Mar-

cello, Matteo, Camilla and Alessandro. According to Alessandro, the key 
to their wines lies in the terroir. 

“Trentino’s mountainous terrain is fundamental to the freshness 
and elegance of our sparklers,” he says. “The high altitude—1,148 to 
2,296 feet—generates strong day and night temperature changes that 
allow Chardonnay and Pinot Nero to develop rich aromatics that set 
them apart.” 

The Lunellis continue to take the winery to new levels. Alessandro 
says that all vineyards destined to produce grapes for Ferrari are now 
cultivated according to the principles of organic viticulture.

Among Ferrari’s many honors and accolades, a special edition of Fer-
rari Brut, Orgoglio Italia, is the offi  cial toast to welcome visiting ce-
lebrities and dignitaries to the Italian Pavilion at the 2015 Universal 
Exhibition in Milan. 

In the U.S., the fi rm’s sparklers are also in high demand. 
“The U.S. market is giving us a lot of satisfaction,” says Alessandro. 

“We’re really pleased that we’re expanding into more and more top res-
taurants, and that our Brut Trentodoc was the chosen as offi  cial toast 
of the 67th Emmy Awards.” 

In recognition of all the fi rm has achieved for Italian wine, Wine 
Enthusiast selects Ferrari as its 2015 European Winery of the Year. 

—Kerin O’Keefe
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VIÑA SANTA 
CAROLINA

2015 NEW WORLD WINERY 
OF THE YEAR

One of Chile’s original commercial 
wineries, Santa Carolina blends 

tradition with modernity.

H
eritage in the wine business can be 
both a blessing and a curse. Many 
longstanding wineries often rely heav-
ily on past accomplishments, and fail 
to evolve. On the other hand, with 

wide name recognition comes the opportunity to grow with the times 
and improve wine quality, distribution, marketing programs and con-
sumer relations. 

It’s the latter scenario that best describes Viña Santa Carolina, 
Chile’s third-largest wine brand. Founded in 1875 in the early days of 
the Chilean wine industry, it’s celebrating its 140th birthday this year. 

Guided by the motto Herencia Viva, or “Living Heritage,” Santa 
Carolina, under the direction of General Manager Santiago Larraín, 
Commercial Director Christian Wylie and Head Winemaker Andrés Ca-
ballero, is growing sales and bolstering its image during a period when 
Chilean wine has been taking its hits. 

Recent press reports note that international sales of Chilean wines 
have plateaued or dipped over the past few years. Yet Santa Carolina, 
fueled by expanded and improved product lines and savvy marketing, 
has seen exports grown by nearly 17 percent since 2013.

“Everything we’re doing comes off  the Herencia Viva slogan,” says 
Wylie, speaking from the winery, located within Santiago’s city limits 
and accessible by subway. “Our wines are traditional, but with modern 
touches, and we are expanding our high-end off erings. Our main cellar 
is a national monument. But the massive earthquake in 2010, as unfor-
tunate as it was, gave us an opportunity to rebuild and make improve-
ments aft er much of it collapsed.”

Now open to the public for the fi rst time in more than fi ve years, 
Santa Carolina expects tens of thousands of domestic and international 
visitors per year, which is in line with its mission to bond more closely 
with wine lovers worldwide. 

Prime examples of Santa Carolina’s image and relationship building 
are found in its new advertising, sponsorship and social media cam-

paigns. The anchor brand of the larger Carolina Wine Brands group, 
Santa Carolina hosted 140 promotional events around the world this 
year to mark its 140th anniversary. 

The winery is continuing its sponsorship of U.S.-based professional 
golfer Benjamín Alvarado, and was the exclusive wine sponsor of this 
year’s RBC Canadian Open PGA tour event.

“We are big golf fans and are committed to marketing ourselves 
through golf,” says Wylie. “At the Canadian Open, it was a thrill to see 
our name alongside Rolex, BMW and the Royal Bank of Canada.” 

Canada is Santa Carolina’s largest export market, followed by Bra-
zil and the U.S., where its self-owned importer, Carolina Wine Brands 
USA, will bring in about 170,000 cases in 2015.

As for its range of wines, which are tiered in typical Chilean fashion, 
Santa Carolina introduced its fi rst icon bottling this year. Named Luis 
Pereira, aft er the winery’s founder, the Cabernet Sauvignon blend sells 
for $150, with only 3,000 bottles made. 

Santa Carolina is also succeeding with Herencia Carmenère, the last 
three vintages of which have earned at least 92 points from Wine En-
thusiast. Throw in the reliable, well-rated Reserva de Familia line of 
varietal wines and the company’s VSC blend, and Santa Carolina now 
has eight off erings priced at $25 or higher—quite a departure from its 
value-driven roots.

Engaging consumers in creative ways, boosting its image through 
major sponsorship and advertising campaigns, coming out with new, 
improved wines… if Chile is going through tough times, Viña Santa 
Carolina is bucking the trend. 

It’s for this reason that Viña Santa Carolina is Wine Enthusiast’s 
2015 New World Winery of the Year. —Michael Schachner
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LODI
2015 WINE REGION OF THE YEAR

This hard-working region leads in 
innovation and sustainability.

I
n 1990, the Northern California wine region of 
Lodi housed just eight wineries. Its 80,000 acres 
of grapes were used largely for white Zinfandel, as 
well as low-cost Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon 
and Merlot made by out-of-town wineries. 

Today, aft er years of hard work, the Lodi American 
Viticultural Area (AVA) boasts 85 wineries and grows 
more than 100 grape varieties. It’s grabbed international 
attention for the quality of the new wines made from its 
legendary old Zinfandel vines and a profusion of young, 
diverse grape varieties.

The wine trade and media raved about the second 
release of the “naked” style Lodi Native wines in 2015. 
They also discovered wines from Albariño, Kerner, Gra-
ciano, Vermentino, Teroldego and other varieties being 
nurtured by a new generation of risk-taking innovators. 

Star winemakers from outside Lodi began to set up shop in the 
region. Tegan Passalacqua, from Napa-based Turley Wine Cellars, 
purchased a winery in Lodi in 2012. Two years later, Morgan Twain-
Peterson, from Bedrock Wine Co. in Sonoma Valley, followed suit.

This success could not have happened, however, without the seeds 
planted 25 years ago by the eight existing Lodi wineries and a few doz-
en grape growers. 

They established the state-sanctioned Lodi Winegrape Commission 
in 1991 and promptly taxed their own production to sustain it. The goals 
were to educate growers, conduct grape-growing research, protect the 
environment and raise awareness of Lodi grapes and wines.

With the commission’s support, Lodi slowly raised its grape qual-
ity and price per ton and boosted the number of wineries tenfold. The 
region’s image soared above other grape districts within California’s 
San Joaquin Valley, achieving parity with better-known coastal regions. 

Lodi sits near the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, 100 miles 
east of the San Francisco Bay. While it’s generally warmer than vine-
yard locations near the coast, Lodi benefi ts from cooling delta breezes. 

Its climate bears little resemblance to the relentlessly hot condi-
tions in the southern San Joaquin Valley, where table grapes, raisins 
and high-yield wine grapes grow.

Lodi further set itself apart from other regions with the establish-
ment of the Lodi Rules for Sustainable Winegrowing in 2005. These 
encourage sustainable farming, a lighter hand with pest management 
and better air quality and water management, among other benefi ts. 

It was California’s fi rst third-party certifi cation program for wine-
growing, and it inspired a statewide program a few years later. Today, 
more than 20,000 acres are “certifi ed green” in the Lodi appellation, 
and about 25 wineries produce wines that carry the Lodi Rules seal. 

At least one winery, Michael David Winery, off ers growers a bonus 
for grapes produced under Lodi Rules. It also helped popularize Lodi 
Zinfandel as a bold, but fun premium wine with its 7 Deadly Zins brand.

But what makes Lodi special is more than just the sum of its agri-
cultural and marketing advances. Grapes and wine were already in Lo-
di’s DNA before the current era. The fi rst major vineyard was planted 
in 1852, and fourth- and fi ft h-generation Lodi farmers who make their 
living with wine grapes are commonplace.

“There is a tremendous history here as a farming and grape-
growing community,” says Stuart Spencer, the winemaker and owner of 
St. Amant Winery, founded by his parents in 1979. Spencer is also pro-
gram director of the winegrape commission. 

“This is a place where the police cars are decorated with grape clus-
ters and the high schools are named aft er grapes,” he says.

Twenty-somethings from Lodi grape-growing families oft en return 
to work in the family vineyards and cellars. Spencer was one of them. 

“The kids come back and want to farm,” says Spencer. “It’s a rare 
thing, and you don’t see it in the rest of the country.”

It’s these young people and the youthful attitude of their elders that 
drive the innovation pushing Lodi forward. It’s a prime reason why Lodi 
is Wine Enthusiast’s 2015 Wine Region of the Year. —Jim Gordon



Folio Fine Wine Partners & the Michael Mondavi Family congratulate 

the 2015 Wine Star Award Winners & Nominees. We are honored 

to be in the company of the fi nest in the wine business.

Animo | Arnaldo Caprai | Artadi | Attems | BenMarco | Bruno Giacosa | Capafons-Ossó | Charles Heidsieck | Coppo | Crios | Dal Forno Romano

Danzante | Donnafugata | Emblem | Fillaboa | Marchesi de’ Frescobaldi | Hangtime | Isabel Mondavi | Laurenz V. | Leda | Luce della Vite

M by Michael Mondavi | Masseto | Nita | Nosotros | Oberon | Ornellaia | Palacios Remondo | Spellbound | Susana Balbo Signature | Vall Llach | Villa Sandi

©2015 Folio Fine Wine Partners, Th e Michael Mondavi Family, Napa, CA.  Photo: ©Jason Tinacci
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WINESELLERS LTD.
2015 IMPORTER OF THE YEAR

Founded in 1978, this father-and-sons team 
celebrates a long tradition of success.

Y
ale Sager, founder and president of Winesellers Ltd., 
could not be more proud of his sons, Adam and Jordan, 
as they assume increasing responsibilities at the Illinois-
based importer.  

When his sons fi rst joined the company, Yale says he 
cautioned each: “You’re going to make mistakes. But better to make 
them earlier.”  

“I was absolutely thrilled my sons came into the business,” says Yale. 
“We have a great portfolio, and a good number are brands that Adam 
and Jordan created with top-notch people like the Zuccardis [Argen-
tinean wine producers] or Mel Master.”  

According to Adam, a third of the importer’s total volume comes 
from brands he and Jordan created in cooperation with various 
international wine producers.

“Six years ago, we were selling virtually no Italian or Spanish wines,” 
says Adam. “Now, they are some of our fastest-growing categories.” 

Sales will hit more than 650,000 cases in 2015, according to Adam, 
vice president of sales and marketing. Jordan, his younger brother and 
vice president, on-premise, is also involved in major decisions, says 
Adam, noting all activity takes place “under the watchful eye” of Yale. 

Launched in 1978, the company’s wines from Argentina, Australia, 
Austria, Chile, France, Germany, Italy, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain 
and the United States continue to drive signifi cant growth. 

With 50 years experience in selling wine, Yale knows a thing or two 
about the “prescription” for growth. Graduating college with a pharma-
cy degree in 1962, he joined Walgreens in Chicago. 

As a store manager on the city’s Near North Side, Yale worked to up-
grade his location’s wine area to include higher-priced fi ne wines, ob-
serving how other area wine merchants catered to affl  uent customers.

Following a vacation in 1967 where he visited French, Italian and 
Spanish wine regions, the Chicago-based Jewel-Osco supermarket 
chain hired Yale as its wine buyer in 1968.  

In fi ve years, he built the chain’s wine operation into a $30 million-
a-year business. In 1973, he moved to Shaw-Ross, a fi ne wine and spir-
its importer, as its Midwest sales representative, overseeing 15 states.

In 1978, eager to run his own show, Yale launched Winesellers Ltd. 
One of his fi rst sales calls was to Melvyn Master, then a Denver-based 
distributor. Master introduced Yale to a number of his French wine 
suppliers, including Georges Duboeuf.  

In the early years, Winesellers Ltd. represented Duboeuf. Aft er part-
ing ways in 2003, the company continued to work with many of its 
longstanding French, German and Argentinean partners, as well as with 
Master’s wines and many new wine proprietors.  

“I am very proud that I have been able to give my sons a base, so that 
they could fulfi ll their careers in the wine business and take the com-
pany to the next level, which they already have,” says Yale.

Looking ahead, both Jordan and Adam see great potential in the 
growing selection of Argentinean, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish 
wines, as well as the French artisanal ciders that Winesellers Ltd. is 
now marketing across the U.S.  

“These French ciders are a way to engage millennials, mixologists 
and consumers,” says Adam. 

Most of Winesellers’ portfolio is priced between $10 and $20 a bot-
tle at retail, a “sweet spot” for the company, says Adam, though he adds 
that additional emphasis is being given to more expensive wines. 

Buoyed by his sons’ upbeat outlook, this is sure to be another area 
for growth, says Yale, and one to make a founding father proud.

It’s for this tradition of success, growth and expansion that 
Wine Enthusiast names Winesellers Ltd. its 2015 Importer of 
the Year. —David Lincoln Ross

Adam, Jordan and Yale Sager



CONGRATULATIONS  

TO COSTCO FOR WINNING 

RETAILER OF THE YEAR, 
and to all of the 2015 Wine Star Award  

winners for their many contributions  

to the world of wine.

Please enjoy our products responsibly. Visit us at www.cbrands.com 
© 2015 Constellation Brands, Inc., Victor, NY  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BRANDS.



134  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

COSTCO WHOLESALE
2015 RETAILER OF THE YEAR

With global alcohol sales totaling 
more than $3.6 billion in 2015, Cost-
co can move mountains—of wine.

A
nnette Alvarez-Peters (front right in the photo) 
is Costco’s assistant general merchandise man-
ager for beverage alcohol. But that unassum-
ing title belies her actual role. Peters has been 

called the most infl uential wine buyer in the country.
Alvarez-Peters oversees 12 U.S. and eight internation-

al buyers. In the U.S., 401 Costco stores (out of 480) sell 
wine, while 413 locations off er beer and 282 stock spirits. 
Add 206 stores in nine other countries, and in 2015, her 
department’s global sales will top $3.6 billion, built upon 
aggressive pricing and constant rotation of stock. 

Roughly 250 items are on display at any given time. 
Those chosen few, she says, must fulfi ll “the six rights of 
merchandising:” the right merchandise for the season or demograph-
ics, the right price, the right time, the right quantity, the right place 
in the store and the right condition. Quality and value are paramount.

“We want to exceed our members’ expectations on every item we 
carry,” she says. “Due to our limited item selection, we prescribe to the 
‘early in, early out’ philosophy, constantly rotating new items in and out 
of the system. Our members know that they should buy an item when 
they see it, or they may miss out.”

Although Costco has the purchasing power to place an order for a 
vendor’s entire production, they may take as little as two cases and 
place it in a single store. 

“We would consider this a ‘treasure hunt item’ for our members,” 
she says.

In 1983, Alvarez-Peters started with Price Club in San Diego, a de-
cade prior to its merger with Costco. From 1995 to 2005, before her 
most recent promotion, she was the beverage alcohol buyer for Cost-
co’s Los Angeles division. 

Apart from overseeing purchasing, she has led Costco’s house brand, 
Kirkland Signature, into the production of wines, spirits and beer; ini-
tiated new supplier relationships; and assisted in the legal, accounting 
and marketing aspects of the company’s beverage alcohol departments. 

In her “spare” time, she contributes a wine column for The Costco 
Connection, the club’s in-house magazine.

Kirkland Signature items are especially important to the company 
because they off er exceptional value to consumers and top profi t mar-
gins for Costco—up to 15 percent, the limit that the club allows. They 

account for 12 percent of total alcohol beverage sales. 
Recent best sellers include Kirkland Signature Prosecco Asolo, a 

DOCG bottling that sells for $7 per bottle, and Kirkland Signature Cab-
ernet Sauvignon, at $8 per magnum.

Premium spirits are another success, experiencing double-digit 
growth with a focus on vodka, Bourbon, single-malt Scotch and Cognac. 

But it’s not just bargain-bin bottles that customers seek. They 
may also discover rarities like The Macallan 62-Year-Old Single Malt 
Scotch ($20,000); Hine Cognac 250th Anniversary in Crystal Decanter 
($12,000); or an entire barrel of Jack Daniels for $6,900. Imagine pack-
ing that into your trunk with 48 rolls of paper towels.

Never resting on her laurels, Alvarez-Peters, 54, points to “very 
successful” recent promotions for craft  beer, local craft  spirits and 
90-point wine features. 

Costco customers, she says, are affl  uent. The average member’s age 
is 52 and the average household income is $92,000. More than one-
third show annual income over $100,000, while 86 percent own their 
own home and 71 percent are college graduates.

So, with all that inventory to choose from, what does Costco’s alco-
hol beverage maestro drink for her own enjoyment? It varies.

“When the weather is warm, I like a nice glass of rosé or a crisp 
Savvy,” she says. “For imports, I’m partial to Bordeaux, Italy and south-
ern Rhône. I also enjoy domestic reds from Washington State and Pi-
not Noir from Oregon and California. And I am a big fan of Champagne.”

Congratulations to Costco Wholesale, Wine Enthusiast’s 2015 Re-
tailer of the Year. —Paul Gregutt
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HELEN MACKEY
2015 SOMMELIER/WINE DIRECTOR 

OF THE YEAR

Steaking out a new approach to the 
corporate wine list.

“I 
feel very strongly about having a wine list that is extremely 
accessible and right at the heart of where our guests are,” 
says Helen Mackey, vice president of menu strategy and 
food and beverage innovation at Ruth’s Hospitality Group, 
Inc., the parent company of Ruth’s Chris Steak House. 

Ruth’s Chris is the largest upscale steakhouse restaurant chain in 
the world, with more than 140 restaurants in 12 countries.

Mackey started at the company in 2010 as director of beverage 
strategy. Now, she takes a holistic approach to the guest experience. 

“The best thing you can do is read your guests,” she says. “What are 
they asking from you? Where do they want you to take them next?”

Mackey fi rst began exploring the world of wine through a monthly 
wine club shipment that she and her husband received. 

“Every month that shipment would come and we would dig into 
the box and make a big deal out of it,” she recalls with a laugh. “It was 
a two bottle shipment, so we would open both of them and act like we 
were wine professors.”

That wine club shipment planted a seed. Mackey and her husband 
moved to Napa Valley in 2001 to start a wine club business with a 
unique twist: it would focus on video. 

“You would actually see the face of the winemaker and hear their 
story,” she says. 

While the wine world is now awash with clubs, at the time, they 
were a novelty: “It was California Wine Club, Bounty Hunter and us.”

Mackey has always been on the cutting edge. Aft er selling the wine 
club company, she moved to Diageo, partnering with companies like 
Whole Foods and Trader Joe’s to develop virtual brands. 

“It was really this entirely new business model,” she says.
At Ruth’s Chris, Mackey works to promote the beverage program 

while staying true to the company’s DNA. 
“What we stand for is something that Ms. Ruth stood for on day one, 

and that is a place where you are completely welcome,” Mackey says. 
For Mackey, that translates to her approach with the wine, beer and 

spirits list, which is full of classics like Antinori, Stag’s Leap Wine Cel-
lars and Louis Jadot. Still, she doesn’t shy away from experimentation. 

“I try to refl ect accessibility as well as adventure,” she said. “If the 
consumer feels like journeying somewhere else that night, they can.”

At the company, Mackey has developed a series of highly popular ed-
ucational wine-pairing dinners that take place fi ve times a year, occur-
ring simultaneously at over 100 restaurant locations. 

“People cannot get enough of that kind of interactive education,” she 
says. “We’re happy to be the leaders in providing that to them.” 

Mackey’s innovative and ambitious approach has allowed her to rise 
to the top of the fi eld. 

“Helen has developed and executed some of the most interesting and 
innovative food and drinks programs,” says Claudia Schubert, general 
manager of continental Europe at Diageo. “What sets her apart is how 
she pairs her passion for the subject with a keen understanding of the 
business of wine, cocktails and food.”

And Mackey is always looking to innovate. “No idea seems impos-
sible when working with Helen,” says Schubert. “She is a great ambas-
sador for our industry.”

For her many contributions to putting more wine, beer and spirits 
into people’s glasses, Wine Enthusiast is thrilled to name Helen Mack-
ey our 2015 Sommelier/Wine Director of the Year. —Sean P. Sullivan



Congratulations to all of the 2015 

Wine Star Award winners for their many 

contributions to the world of wine.
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AURELIO MONTES
2015 INNOVATOR/EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR

He’s spearheaded many of Chile’s most 
important wine-related innovations.

I
t has been 27 years since Aurelio Montes and three partners 
launched a startup winery named Discover Wine (now called 
Montes). The intent was to make high quality, internationally 
accepted wines that could help push Chile beyond its value-for-
money roots.

Fueled by tireless worldwide marketing efforts, groundbreak-
ing wines and a business model with innovation at its core, Mon-
tes, Wine Enthusiast’s New World Winery of the Year in 2003, is 
now one of Chile’s premier wineries. Approximately 95 percent of 
the 700,000 cases that Montes produces annually are sold in more 
than 100 countries, ranging in size from the Seychelles to the United 
States and China.

“No one is a prophet in his own land,” says Montes from his home 
in Santiago. “Locally, there are expectations for how things should be 
done. Internationally, however, one is free to make his or her own name. 
This was something we embraced from day one.”

What were things like for the Chilean wine industry on day one? 
“There were maybe 15 commercial wineries in Chile in 1988, most 

selling wines for about $5 a bottle,” says Montes. “Now there are over 
100 wineries in the Wines of Chile trade association. We’ve come a 
long way.” 

Montes, 66, who began his career making wine at Undurraga and 
later Viña San Pedro, has been at the forefront of many of the changes 
and innovations that have helped place Chile among the world’s lead-
ing wine-producing nations.

There was the 1989 debut of the Montes Alpha line, which sold for 
$12–15 a bottle, prices considered high in those days. 

“We were brave enough to put ‘expensive’ wines on the market,” he 
says. “We believed in our talent and terroir.” 

Identifying new terroirs has been part of Montes’s focus since the 
beginning. In 1991, long before anyone considered Apalta in the Colch-
agua Valley to be Chile’s premier vineyard site, Montes acquired prime 
sections of the 1,200-acre property and immediately started planting 
on hillsides.

“We were the fi rst in Chile to plant on steep slopes,” says Montes. 
“At the time, it was all valley fl oor plantings, which were easy to irri-
gate and maintain.” 

The fi rst tangible result of these hillside plantings came nine years 
later with Montes Folly, Chile’s original high-end Syrah.

In 2000, Montes began planting in the dry western reaches of Col-

chagua in an area called Marchigue, long thought to be too arid to grow 
premium grapes. Today, multiple wineries rely on Marchigue fruit, but 
Montes, with its 1,500 acres of vines in the area, was the pioneer. 

Going further afi eld, in 2005 Montes began planting about 125 acres 
in Zapallar, a coastal vacation town north of Valparaiso. Today, Montes 
Outer Limits Sauvignon Blanc and Pinot Noir hail from Zapallar, while 
a new Champagne-style sparkling wine is in the works. 

Montes also embraces dry farming, though it’s more out of neces-
sity than desire. 

“About seven years ago, I concluded that we are in a new era in terms 
of drought,” he says. “So I’m trying to transition to dry farming wherev-
er possible. We are actually blowing up granite base rock with dynamite 
to release minerals and water into the soils, and to allow roots to pene-
trate deeper. I’m quite sure we’re the only ones doing this.”

Montes could say the same thing about many of his winery’s oth-
er practices, be it making proprietary wines for the Hotel Burj al Arab 
in Dubai or starting new wineries in Argentina and California. Maybe 
no one is a prophet in his own land, but Aurelio Montes ranks as a true 
leader in his.  —Michael Schachner
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NEW AMSTERDAM
2015 SPIRIT BRAND OF THE YEAR

This fast-growing brand owes its success to its 
far-reaching distribution network.

T
he E. & J. Gallo company is best known for pro-
ducing wine. But it also has a thriving spirits divi-
sion that includes New Amsterdam, a fast-growing 
success story known for gin and vodka.

The story starts in 2003, when the modern-day cock-
tail revolution was still in its infancy. Gin selections were considerably 
more limited than today. 

“There had been very little innovation in decades,” says Ernest J. 
Gallo, vice president and general manager of E. & J. Gallo Winery’s 
spirits division, which also includes E&J Brandy and Familia Camare-
na Tequila. 

In the years preceding today’s craft  distillery boom, there were few 
American-made gin brands, as imported, London dry-style gins were 
the rule. Aft er years of development, New Amsterdam Gin was intro-
duced in 2007. It featured a more citrusy, less juniper-forward profi le 
compared to the London dry standard.

New Amsterdam Vodka joined the lineup in 2011. 
“We debated that for a while,” Gallo says. “Could you really have the 

same brand stand for vodka and gin?” 
The vodka was an even bigger hit, selling one million cases in its fi rst 

year. E. & J. Gallo claims it was the fastest spirits brand in history to hit 
that mark. A range of fl avored vodkas soon followed.

Although the spirits business was built from the ground up, Gallo ac-
knowledges that the more than 80-year-old wine business helped cre-
ate credibility and goodwill for the burgeoning New Amsterdam brand.

“Quite frankly, if there’s a story behind why it grew so quickly, I re-
ally have to give credit to our distribution partners and customers who 
believed in us and trusted us,” Gallo says. “They gave us more support 
and more confi dence than someone coming out of the blue, because of 
our coming out of wine.” 

Without those relationships, he says, it would have taken far longer 
to build the spirits brand.

Part of the learning curve has been understanding the oft -vast dif-
ferences between the wine and spirits worlds. 

“They are extremely diff erent—deceptively diff erent,” he says fi rm-
ly. “Most people, at fi rst glance, think they’re both alcoholic beverages 
and would assume them to be very similar. But we’ve found almost ev-
ery aspect to be diff erent,” ranging from consumer behaviors to distri-
bution and trade practices. 

However, he says, “what they have in common is that they’re both 

dependent on the quality of the consumer off ering and the hard work 
put in by your partners.”

What does Gallo think his grandfather, winemaking pioneer Ernest 
Gallo, would make of the company’s involvement in the spirits biz?

“He was entrepreneurial and pragmatic, so I think he would have 
supported the vodka,” Gallo says. 

In fact, when Gallo started development of New Amsterdam’s angu-
lar, Art Deco-style bottle, he discovered a cobweb-covered bottle in a 
dusty basement of one of the buildings on the Gallo property. His grand-
father had commissioned the bottle as a prototype—for vodka. It be-
came an inspiration for the fi nal New Amsterdam design.

“I don’t know why it didn’t progress at that time,” Gallo says. “But 
based on history, he wouldn’t have been opposed to us giving this a try, 
if it was done with the appropriate quality and attention to detail. That 
was how he liked to compete.”

This kind of vision that is why New Amsterdam is Wine Enthusiast’s 
2015 Spirit Brand of the Year. —Kara Newman
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CLAIRE 
SMITH-WARNER

2015 MIXOLOGIST OF THE YEAR

As one of the industry’s fi rst brand 
ambassadors, she deserves pioneering credit.

I
f you want something, ask for it. That’s the big lesson to be learned 
from Claire Smith-Warner, head of spirit creation and mixology 
at Belvedere Vodka. 

When she started with Moët Hennessy Louis Vuitton (LVMH) 
in 2003, “brand ambassador” was not a standard career descrip-

tion in the liquor world. 
Aft er a postcollegiate stint in the hospitality business, Smith-

Warner won “The Battle of the Giants,” a United Kingdom cocktail 
competition, in 2001 and her bartending career took off .

“That really catapulted me into the high-profi le London scene,” says 
Smith-Warner. “I spent time working in bars in London, working with 
infl uencers like [London bartending legend] Dick Bradsell. That really 
shaped my early experiences.” 

Shortly thereaft er, LVMH approached Smith-Warner about working 
with Belvedere, which was about to launch in the U.K. 

“They asked me to come in and do a simple vodka training,” she says. 
“I asked if I could join the company as their U.K. ambassador.” 

It wasn’t a job that yet existed. “I convinced the marketing di-
rector that we needed to create that model, and the person in that 
position needed to be me,” Smith-Warner says. She was just 25 years 
old at the time.

These days, it seems like every liquor label has a fl eet of brand 
ambassadors to work with bartenders and consumers. So leave it to 
Smith-Warner to change the game once again by adding product devel-
opment to her job description. 

In 2009, Smith-Warner began to work closely with Belvedere’s 
distillery team in Poland to create fl avored vodkas that utilize fresh 
ingredients as opposed to artifi cial fl avorings. 

“We hadn’t launched a new fl avor in six years,” she says. “When I got 
involved, it was an eff ort to accelerate the process.” 

That yielded fl avors like Black Raspberry, Bloody Mary, Lemon 
Tea, Mango Passion, and most recently, Wild Berry. Those support the 
existing core fl avors, Citrus and Pink Grapefruit. 

Smith-Warner is also credited with creating Belvedere Unfi ltered in 
2011, distilled with Dankowskie Diamond Rye, which she considers one 
of the highlights of her career.

“I feel like my role is to really be on the road, understanding trends 
and fl avor preferences, and then translating that back to the fl a-
vor team that maintains our DNA,” says Smith-Warner, who lives in 
London when not traveling around the world. 

Making a spirit—as opposed to just educating about it—is a line that 
few industry ambassadors have managed to cross. It’s one of the rea-
sons that Smith-Warner is widely acknowledged as a leading authority 
on vodka. She talks the talk and walks the walk.

Smith-Warner expects to continue her focus on product develop-
ment, looking at ways to extend the portfolio and create new fl avors. 

In 2011, she launched the Drink, Eat, Live program. It’s dedicated 
to educating bartenders on health awareness, including initiatives to 
remove sugar from spirits and cocktails as much as possible. She ex-
pects to continue working on that initiative.

“I’m very happy where I am and doing what I’m doing, just increas-
ing our momentum and global awareness of brand,” Smith-Warner 
says. “I see only bigger and better things for the future, and I’m de-
lighted to be a part of that.”

For her role in innovation, education and expansion of the brand am-
bassador role in the spirits industry, Claire Smith-Warner is Wine En-
thusiast’s Brand Ambassador of the Year. —Kara Newman
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DOGFISH HEAD 
CRAFT BREWERY

2015 Brewery of the Year

This groundbreaking company is at 
the forefront of beer trends.

O
ff-centered ales for off-centered people 
—that’s the mantra of Delaware-based 
Dogfish Head Craft Brewery, and its 
founder and president, Sam Calagione. 

Based on the brewery’s success, there 
are a lot of off -centered people in the world. 

“We have been focused on brewing creative beers out-
side of style guidelines and incorporating culinary ingre-
dients into our beer recipes since the day we opened over 
20 years ago,” says Calagione. 

The brewery had humble, yet groundbreaking be-
ginnings. In June 1995, Dogfi sh Head Brewings & Eats 
opened in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. It was not only the 
state’s fi rst brewpub, but also America’s smallest com-
mercial brewery. 

Things have changed: Dogfi sh Head was ranked 13 on the Brewers 
Association’s Top 50 Breweries of 2014 list, based on sales volumes. 

From day one, Dogfi sh Head has never been considered a brewery 
of simplicity, complacency or routine. It’s continuously pushed the 
boundaries of beer perceptions, cooking up new, exciting recipes and 
playing with worldly ingredients and brewing techniques. 

There’s always something new and exciting to behold: experimental 
batches at the brewpub; ancient ale recipes; collaborations with winer-
ies and other brewers. Take, for example, Noble Rot, a saison-esque se-
lection that incorporates both Pinot Gris and botrytized Viognier must 
from Washington’s Alexandria Nicole Cellars. 

“We appeal to adventurous foodies, wine and beer lovers who are 
looking for a wide range of fl avors and choices within a single craft  
brewery’s portfolio,” says Calagione. 

Indeed, there is something for everyone in the lineup, from the near-
ly 20 styles of beer to limited-edition bottlings and handcraft ed spirits. 

Beyond drinks, the brewery also has the food-focused Rehoboth 
Beach brewpub and the cozy, beer-centric Dogfi sh Inn in nearby Lew-
es, Delaware. It also has a line of foods inspired by its ales, including 
brats, chowder and pickles produced in partnership with Hans All-
Natural, Sea Watch International and Brooklyn Brine. 

“We’re more innovative and creative now than we were 20 years 
ago, when we were literally the smallest brewery in America,” says Ca-
lagione. “That’s because we now have world-class brewing equipment, 
four diff erent brewing systems—two of which are tiny, for experimen-
tal brewing—a world-class, quality-control lab and relationships with 
growers of brewing and culinary ingredients around the world.” 

Dogfi sh Head has also stuck to its guns, remaining true to its original 
mission and maintaining a relationship with the community it serves. 

The company’s Beer & Benevolence branch allows the brewery to 
collaborate in unique, personalized ways with nonprofi t organizations 
to foster community, nourish artistic advancement and cultivate envi-
ronmental stewardship within Delaware. 

Dogfi sh’s Milton-based brewery off ers tours and sampling for visi-
tors and the tasting room asks guests to bring something that speaks to 
their own personal off -centeredness for its Off -Centered Wall. There 
are also numerous events, tastings and parties held throughout the year.

“We’ll continue to innovate and bring off -centered goodness into 
everything we do: from beer, to spirits, to cider, to restaurants and ho-
tels,” says Calagione.

 Because of this endless drive to bring fun and innovative products 
to beer lovers, Wine Enthusiast names Dogfi sh Head its 2015 Brewery 
of the Year. —Lauren Buzzeo

Sam Calagione



on winning winery of the year.

Cheers, Justin, 

we’r e proud to have you as part of the family.
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PERSON 
OF THE YEAR

Michael Mondavi

 LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Angelo Gaja

SOMMELIER / WINE DIRECTOR 
OF THE YEAR
Helen Mackey

Ruth’s Chris

The New York Public Library
The Celeste Bartos Forum
Fift h Avenue at 41st Street, New York City

2015 WINE STAR AWARDS

WINE REGION
OF THE YEAR
Lodi, California

RETAILER 
OF THE YEAR

Costco Wholesale
Annette Alvarez-Peters (seated bottom right) 

and the Costco Wine Buying Team

MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES

Adam Strum



WINEMAKER  
OF THE YEAR

Jean-Baptiste Lecaillon
Louis Roederer

INNOVATOR / EXECUTIVE 
OF THE YEAR
Aurelio Montes

AMERICAN WINERY 
OF THE YEAR

JUSTIN Vineyards & Winery

EUROPEAN WINERY 
OF THE YEAR

Ferrari

NEW WORLD WINERY 
OF THE YEAR

Viña Santa Carolina

Reception: 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Dinner & Awards:  7:30 - 11:00 pm 

Black Tie

For ticket information, please contact 
Jen Cortellini       jcortellini@wineenthusiast.net  

RSVP by December 15, 2015 

For more details, visit WineMag.com

Wine Enthusiast Companies donates the net proceeds from this event to The Wine Market Council, a non-profit organization, to benefit research in the wine and spirits industry.

$1,200 per person 

Table of 10 - $10,000 

Table of 12 - $12,000 

Space is very limited.

SAVE THE DATE
MONDAY  JANUARY 25, 2016

 SPIRIT BRAND 
OF THE YEAR

New Amsterdam

BREWERY 
OF THE YEAR

Dogfish Head Brewery
Sam Calagione

MIXOLOGIST / 
BRAND AMBASSADOR 

OF THE YEAR
Claire Smith-Warner

 IMPORTER  
OF THE YEAR
Winesellers Ltd.

Adam, Jordan & Yale Sager



 @DONAPAULAWINES  |  WWW.DONAPAULA.COM

Imported by Trinchero Vineyards   ©2015 Trinchero Vineyards, St. Helena, CA

Enjoy the majestic Andes mountains and the breathtaking high-altitude 
vineyards by experiencing our rich, elegant and award-winning wines.

93PTS88PTS 90PTS 93PTS

T H E  A L L U R E  O F

A R G E N T I N A

Photo from Alluvia Vineyard, Gualtallary, Valle de Uco
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The Wayfarer Vineyard in 
the Fort Ross-Seaview 

appellation on California’s  
Pacifi c Coast.
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  PINOT NOIR

      96 Wayfarer   2013  Estate Grown The Traveler  
 Pinot Noir  ( Fort Ross-Seaview ).  This marks 

another stellar vintage of The Traveler, an estate-
grown block planted to a suitcase clone that seems 
to have found a happy place in Fort Ross-Seaview. 
Dark cherry and strawberry jump out of the glass, 
around a core of lush, spicy and decadent chocolate 
swirls. Buoyant in acidity, this is a gorgeous Pinot 
with lilting traces of orange and cranberry on the 
fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 150   

      95 Foxen   2013  John Sebastiano Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  For full review see page 

151.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 48   

      95 Gary Farrell   2013  Russian River Selection   Pi-
not Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 151.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 45   

      95 Goldeneye   2012  The Narrows Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  This complex, so-

phisticated and undeniably delicious wine blends 
strong fl avor components into a harmonious whole. 
Aromas are lightly smoky and toasty, while fl avors 
emphasize black tea, Bing cherry and sweet ver-
mouth. The texture is fi rm and fi ne-grained giving 
a very smooth mouthfeel, and the fi nish lingers 
nicely.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 82   

      95 Scar of the Sea   2013  Block Q Old Vine Bien 
Nacido Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Maria 

Valley ).  This wine’s aromas are perfectly pretty but 
with a sharp edge, blending tight boysenberry, rasp-
berry and red-apple with lilac and scarlet-red rose-

petal fl orality and an anise-peppercorn spice. The 
palate is full, soft  and yet focused, with dried straw-
berry, plum and red cherries giving way to pencil 
lead and sage.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 60   

      95   Thomas Fogarty   2012   Razorback Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  Delicate-

ly light yet showing a fascinating amount of char-
acter on both the nose and palate, this bottling by 
winemaker Nathan Kandler off ers aromas of lightly 
pressed cherries, purple sage, juniper, eucalyptus 
oil and a hint of mushrooms. The sip sings with 
cola, raspberries, pencil lead, morel mushrooms and 
forest-fl oor fl avorings.  — M.K.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 70   

      94   Arista   2013   Harper’s Rest Estate Grown   Pi-
not Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 151.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 78   

      94   Balletto   2013   Winery Block   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  For full review see page 

151.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 42   

      94   Cinnabar   2013   Lester Family Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  Dried straw-

berry, black raspberry, cola, salted licorice and 
turned earth show on the nose of this wine from 
a vineyard in the Corralitos area near Watsonville. 
The palate is quite earthy and herbal, with dried 
mint, thyme, rosemary and graphite adding nuance 
to the cranberry fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 39   

      94   Cinnabar   2013   Tondre Grapefi eld   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Zesty raspberry 

meets warm cherry notes on the nose of this el-
egantly presented wine, which also shows aromas 
of beet juice, sandalwood, clove, mace and berga-
mot. The palate is a texturally driven, evolving ex-
perience, with fl avors of earth, iron and pencil lead 
melding with sage scrub, wild berries and elder-
berry.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 44   

      94 El Pistolero   2013  Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia 
Highlands ).  For full review see page 152.  

Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 34   

      94 Foxen   2013  Block 8 Bien Nacido Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Maria Valley ).  Cinna-

mon spice and pomegranate fruit give a soft  touch 
to minerally driven aromas of black slate and wet 
cement on the nose of this block-designated (and 
trademarked!) wine. The wine’s tannic grip and 
tartness are apparent on the texturally distinct pal-
ate before raspberry, hibiscus and rose petal fl avors 
settle into a long, rich fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 62   

CALIFORNIA
Sonoma Pinot Noirs excel in 2013

T
his time of year, everyone is looking for 
gift  ideas. If wine is on your giving list, the 
2013 Pinot Noirs from Sonoma are a good 
place to start. A stellar vintage almost 

across the board, you can fi nd standout wines 
from veteran producers, newcomers and resur-
rected brands. 

What’s so special about the 
2013 wines? Their structure and 
ageability. They’re less instanta-
neously likable than the 2012s, 
less flaunty and more tightly 
wound. They’ll take a little more 
time to get to know, like a Wilco 
album or Springsteen’s Nebras-
ka years. But down the road? 
You’ll appreciate them more.

Among the top picks this 
month are wines from the likes 
of Patz & Hall, Balletto, Papapietro Perry, and 
Benovia, all great producers year aft er year. 
But also worth the search are the 2013s from 
Gary Farrell, Three Sticks and Arista, where 
new winemaking blood is making a statement 
at each winery.

At Gary Farrell, Theresa Heredia, formerly 

at Joseph Phelps Freestone Vineyards, is ton-
ing down the alcohol and oak to craft  balanced, 
complex and spicy wines. 

At Three Sticks, Bob Cabral, previously at 
Williams Selyem, is bringing a new approach as 
well, also toning down the oak. The resulting 

wines bristle with vibrant fruit 
and acidity. 

In 2013, Arista quietly hired 
Matt Courtney of Marcassin to 
take the reins as its fi rst full-
time winemaker, and the results 
have been stunning.

Any of these wines would 
impress and reward the wine 
lover in your life. If that person 
happens to be you, remember, 
there’s no reason not to treat 
yourself.

Elsewhere in this issue’s Buying Guide, we 
have more domestic reviews from across the 
U.S., as well as hundreds of selections from 
Chile, France, Italy, New Zealand and more. 
And, as always, be sure to check out our com-
plete database, with thousands more reviews, at 
buyingguide.winemag.com. —Virginie Boone

They’re less instan-
taneously likeable 

than the 2012s, less 
fl aunty and more 

tightly wound... but 
down the road? 
You’ll appreciate 

them more.
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      95   Dominus   2012   Napanook Vineyard Estate 
Bottled    ( Napa Valley ).  A magical blend of 

93% Cabernet Sauvignon, 5% Petit Verdot and 2% 
Cabernet Franc, this estate-craft ed blend exudes 
elegance, etching out silos of herb, lavender, cedar 
and earth around savory-laced texture. A power-
ful concentration of dark chocolate appears on the 
lengthy fi nish, the wine sourced from dry-farmed, 
impeccably tended vines. Cellar through 2027.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 199   

      95   Foxen   2013   John Sebastiano Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  This wine’s magically 

layered nose blends graphite, black cherries, dried 
violets, hints of savory smoke meats and the oddly 
captivating scent of composting rose petals. From 
a vineyard on the appellation’s eastern edge come 
a spice rack of fl avors, from black peppercorns and 
hoisin sauce to soy and blackberry fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 48   

      95   Gary Farrell   2013   Russian River Selection   Pi-
not Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  This might 

be one of the best values on the market, given the 
quality. Equal parts pretty and funky, it’s a tightly 
wound, savory, fruity wine that’s elegant and com-
pelling. The tannins and oak are lightly imprinted 
around strawberry-rhubarb and fresh-cut rose, and 
the texture seductively silky. This is a delicious 
treat of a wine that should also age.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 45   

      95   Robert Biale   2013   R.W. Moore Vineyard   Zin-
fandel  ( Coombsville ).  From a vineyard east 

of Napa fi rst planted in 1905, Moore is densely 
structured and deceptively elegant, all while main-
taining an intensity of tart cherry and wild black-
berry. Spicy in black pepper and a dusting of cin-
namon, it remains vibrant on the palate from start 
to lengthy fi nish, a knockout among the producer’s 
consistently high-achieving Zinfandels that should 
stand the test of time. Cellar through 2023.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 50   

      94   Arista   2013   Harper’s Rest Estate Grown   Pi-
not Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  From one of 

the winery’s two estate vineyards, Harper’s is dense 
and oaky, with bittersweet chocolate, dark cherry 
and black tea twisted around a layer of thick, dense 
tannins. Dried herbs and a subtle squeeze of tanger-
ine provide savory and exotic character, while the 
fi nish is velvety and sublime.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 78   

      94   Balletto   2013   Winery Block   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  Dripping in earth, kir 

and fresh raspberry, this is a stellar wine from the 
heart of the appellation, estate-grown from a four-
acre spot planted to a trio of clones. Spirited and 
refreshing, it dances in acidity and a fl oral back note 
that’s compelling, wrapped in cinnamon and mocha.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 42   
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      94   El Pistolero   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia 
Highlands ).  Elegant, exotic spice decorates 

the nose on this wine by Michael Mooney, with 
leathery clove, elderfl owers, hard cinnamon spice 
and a blackberry fruit core. There is tremendous 
tension once sipped between graphite, tight elder-
berries and even some woody blueberries. Bay leaf, 
pencil lead and purple fl ower elements pepper the 
edges.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 34   

      94   Hyde de Villaine   2012   Hyde Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Carneros-Napa Valley ).  In this 

lively, delicately balanced wine from an exceptional 
vineyard, an exuberance of pear and tangerine plays 
on the palate, buoyed by focused minerality. With 
just the right touch of ripeness and richness, it ends 
with a suggestion of lemon custard.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 68   

      94   Iron Horse   2010   Brut X    ( Green Valley ).  Brut 
X is an extreme brut, made in a bone-dry 

style from a blend of 31% Chardonnay and 69% Pi-
not Noir with no added sugar. It’s then aged four 
years. Floral in honeysuckle, the fl avors are sharply 
focused and salty, a mix of lemon, pear and peach 
that can be enjoyed before, during and aft er a meal.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

      94   J. Davies   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Dia-
mond Mountain ).  With a healthy 17% Mal-

bec in the mix, this is the producer’s top-tier still 
wine, from a range of vineyard blocks above its win-
ery. Named for one of its founders, Jack Davies, it 
does him proud, combining spicy clove, cinnamon 
and black fruit around a fulsome, tannic and con-
centrated body with structure to age. It fi nishes 
with elegance and peppery spice.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 100   

      94   Louis Latour   2012   Cuvée Héritiers Latour  
  ( Chambertin ).  Aged in 100% new wood, 

this massive wine is full of dark plum and fragrant 
strawberries. It is also packed with dark tannins 
that give the wine a dry core. The fruitiness has a 
strongly juicy character, fragrant with acidity and 
freshness. The end is a reminder that this is a pow-
erful wine. Drink from 2020.   Louis Latour Inc .  Cel-
lar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 310   

      94   Lynmar   2013   Chardonnay  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  This is a tremendous blend of vari-

ous vineyard sites, coaxed together into a stunning 
combination of beautiful fl oral aromas, ginger and 
baked lemon. Given time in half new oak, it takes 
on fl avors of apple and vanilla, never venturing out 
of range and remaining balanced and textured.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      94   Pulchella   2013   Mercenary Reserve 25   Zin-
fandel  ( Monterey ).  Velvety aromas of 

blackberry-spearmint chiff on greet the nose on this 
wondrous bottling from the Mainini Vineyard. The 
wine’s mouthfeel is sexy, luxurious, soft  and supple, 
with unctuous yet not overbearing fl avors of dark 
chocolate, plum, black pepper, truffl  e and shaved 
licorice.  — M.K.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 50   

      94   Rexford   2010   Brosseau Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Chalone ).  This wine is made by UC-Santa 

Cruz astrophysics professor Joe Miller, who’s taught 
wine appreciation for years. Regal and wondrous, 
the nose conveys concentrated lavender, violets, ce-
dar, oregano, rose petals and patchouli spicing up a 
grapy frame. The palate off ers red fruits laced with 
clove spice and earth. Ginger, rose water and rasp-
berry emerge in the midpalate, with just enough 
acidity to carry it through.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 39   

      93   Acinum   2012       Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Black-skinned fruit, pressed violet and a 

whiff  of chopped herbs lead the nose on this full-
bodied red. The bold palate off ers high-toned fl a-
vors of ripe black cherry, black raspberry, mint and 
a hint of fi g uplift ed by fresh acidity. Firm, velvety 
tannins give it a smooth texture.   Vias Imports . 
— K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 55   
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      93   Allegrini   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Full-bodied and fi rmly structured, 

this off ers aromas of dark cherry, mocha, blue 
fl ower and a whiff  of exotic spice. The concentrated 
palate doles out black cherry, raspberry jam, raisin, 
chocolate and baking spice alongside velvety tan-
nins. Drink 2017–2023.   E & J Gallo . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 85   

      93   Allegrini   2011   La Poja   Corvina  ( Veronese ). 
 Opulent as well as elegant, this structured 

red boasts aromas of black currant, exotic spice, 
new oak and fragrant blue fl ower. Made entirely 
with native grape Corvina, the velvety palate doles 
out spiced blackberry, juicy cherry, licorice and 
black pepper. Firm, polished tannins provide the 
smooth framework.   E & J Gallo . — K.O.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 95   

      93   Arista   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Anderson Valley ). 
 This delicious, compelling, full-bodied wine 

blends luscious fruit fl avors like red cherry and boy-
senberry with stylish, spicy oak accents and a fi rm 
backing of acidity and tannins to keep the mouth-
feel vital. The fruit and soft ly spicy nuances mingle 
beautifully and seem to melt in the mouth. It’s great 
to drink through 2020.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 44   

      93   Arista   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  The winery’s larger off ering from sev-

eral vineyard sites, this wine is designed entirely 
to please, off ering a seductively juicy abundance in 
black cherry, raspberry and cinnamon. Approach-
able and full bodied, the tannins are soft  and the 
oak well integrated, allowing the earthy aromas and 
spicy brown-sugar elements to roam free.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Bella   2012   Big River Ranch   Zinfandel  ( Alex-
ander Valley ).  Quite full bodied and obvi-

ously powerful in fl avor, this wine is piled deep and 
rich with fruit aromas and fl avors like ripe black-
berries and blueberries plus chocolate and espresso. 
An impressive, astringent texture adds structure 
and makes it appetizing to drink, while the tannins 
seem to help the opulent fl avors linger during the 
aft ertaste.  — J.G.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Benovia   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  Subtle and shy at fi rst, exhibiting light 

aromas of rose petal, this wine unveils slowly to re-
veal complex elements of cinnamon, red and black 
cherry—a curious commingling that comes together 
nicely. From several vineyards, including Martinel-
li, it’s medium bodied and lengthy, with plenty of 
earthiness to the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 38   

      93   Bertani   2007     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Underbrush, crushed blue fl ower, 

fi g, charred earth and ripe black cherry aromas 
come together on this full-bodied red. The brood-
ing, muscular palate delivers blackberry jam, raisin, 
licorice and tobacco while tightly knit, ripe tannins 
provide support. Drink aft er 2017.   Palm Bay Inter-
national . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 120   

      93   Chacewater   2013   Made with Organically 
Grown Grapes   Zinfandel  ( Sierra Foothills ). 

 Simply delicious, this Zin is well mannered and not 
too full bodied. Aromas of this dry and elegant wine 
are like cinnamon and cardamom, and fl avors are a 
little smoky and full of cherries. The mouthfeel is 
good and gripping due to fi ne tannins and support-
ive acidity.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 33   

      93   Diora   2013   Le Petite Grace   Pinot Noir  ( Mon-
terey ).  Designed by Delicato winemaker 

James Ewart as a Pinot with power that can handle 
a steak, this wine features a dense, dark nose, with 
blackberry, olallieberry and red currant cut by all-
spice, clove and licorice-vanilla cookies. The palate 
is rich and luxurious, with ripe cranberry and red-
cherry elements spiced up with mocha, cappuccino 
and long-lingering vanilla bean. It’s boisterous and 
fresh, so drink now with a juicy rib-eye.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   
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      93   Felten Cellars   2011   Pinot Noir  ( San Luis Obis-
po County ).  Buttery-crusted cranberry pie 

aromas meet with smoked meats, pencil lead and 
beef jerky on the nose of this private-label wine by 
longtime producer Stephen Felten, who has more 
than 40 years of winemaking experience. The pal-
ate shows brown fl avors, from dried oregano and 
marjoram to coff ee beans and mocha, with a bit of 
smoked red-cherry fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 21   

      93   Gary Farrell   2013   Hallberg Vineyard Dijon 
Clones   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  The 

fruit from this marquee site is elusive at fi rst, of-
fering light wisps of rose petal and bay, earthy and 
spicy in equal waves. Around its richness of tart 
cherry are elements of pomegranate, orange zest 
and tea. It’s a wine of great complexity and counter-
balance, with a lengthy, leathery fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 60   

      93   Gary Farrell   2013   Hallberg Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  This fl oral wine 

opens as if in a damp but not wet forest, surrounded 
by ripe, red cherry trees. Likable from the start, it’s 
grippy on the palate, expressively juicy, seductive 
and refi ned. Blackberry and dried herb pop on the 
fi nish, providing a darker side to the red fruit.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Gloria Ferrer   2007   Royal Cuvée Brut Late-
Disgorged    ( Carneros ).  The later disgorging 

of this wine made from 67% Pinot Noir and 33% 
Chardonnay has given it a complexity of texture and 
fl avor that’s compelling, an older golden-apple and 
dried apricot sensibility that’s intriguing on the 
nose and palate. Sizzling acidity makes for a crisp, 
dry wine, with lengthy fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Goldschmidt   2012   Yoeman Vineyard   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Alexander Valley ).  A rich, 

decadent and generous wine, 100% varietal, this 
is both fl oral and fruity, bright in cherry and rasp-
berry alongside herbal cedar and vanilla. A medium 
weight surrounds soft ly integrated tannins, leading 
the way to an explosive, juicy fi nish. This is a classic 
example of the appellation’s prowess in approach-
able power.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 85   

      93   Hahn   2013   SLH Estate Grown & Produced  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Crystal-

line cranberry, concentrated violets and rose petals 
and a shred of cola show on the nose of this upper-
level bottling from one of the appellation’s longtime 
stars. The palate shows graphite and dried straw-
berry fruit amped up with woody coyote scrub el-
ements, refl ective of the chaparral that surrounds 
the property.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      93   Iron Horse   2010   National Geographic Ocean 
Reserve Blanc de Blancs    ( Green Valley ).  For-

midable acidity gives this lovely wine a freshness 
around complementary layers of rose petal and 
strawberry-pomegranate. Made from a blend of 
two Chardonnay clones, it adds additional notes of 
tangerine and lemon-lime on the lengthy, complex 
fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Joseph Phelps   2013   Freestone Vineyards 
Estate Grown   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 

 Stemmy earth and dark, savory pine give in to sau-
téed mushroom and cinnamon in this lean, soft  and 
delicious estate-grown wine. A tension of acidity 
buoys a backdrop of wild strawberry and cranberry 
on the palate, ending with just the right amount of 
weight and length, succulent to the end.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Louis Latour   2012   Château Corton Grancey  
  ( Corton ).  From vines around the Latour 

winery, this is a generous and full-bodied wine. It 
has ripe tannins along with fragrant acidity and 
swathes of red-berry fruits cut with acidity. Struc-
tured and dense, it has weight and the potential for 
richness as it ages. Drink aft er 2020.   Louis Latour 
Inc .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 160   
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      93   Montemaggiore   2011   Paolo’s Vineyard Estate 
Grown   Syrah  ( Dry Creek Valley ).  A rustic, 

French countryside kind of a wine, this is delicious-
ly refl ective of a cooler vintage and the nuances the 
variety can display in the right hands. Meat and a 
shaker’s worth of pepper make for a savory, sauvage 
taste experience that’s soft  in texture and exotic, 
with a powerful bite of tannin on the fi nish.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 38   

      93   Paraducci Wine Cellars   2012   Coro Mendocino  
  ( Mendocino ).  Deeply colored, full bodied, 

and fi rmly tannic, this wine packs in enough ripe 
black cherry, dark chocolate and black-pepper fl a-
vors to fi ll out the big frame. It stays dry and well 
balanced but on a big scale, as the fruit and spice 
fl avors expand on the palate and linger on the fi nish. 
The blend holds 45% Zin, 34% Syrah, 17% Petite 
Sirah and 4% Grenache.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Pellegrini   2013   Olivet Lane Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Russian River Valley ).  Rich and 

creamy, this beguiling wine off ers a counterweight 
of lightness and balance, fi nding as much lemon and 
lime zest as baked apple and pear within its layers 
of fl avor. Lift ed in minerality, it off ers accents of va-
nilla and honey on the fi nish, making the wine both 
complex and completely delicious.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 45   

      93   Pellet Estate   2013   Sunchase Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Sonoma Coast ).  A heady mixture of 

lemon custard and baked pear marks the entry to 
this full-bodied, deliciously decadent wine, from a 
high-elevation site above the Petaluma Gap. Hon-
eyed aromas maintain themselves in the glass, ac-
cented in fl oral honeysuckle and ginger. Lovely 
and generous, it soft ens as it goes.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 68   

      93   Rexford   2012   Fambrini Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  Rose petals, hibis-

cus and shaved cinnamon show on the nose of this 
wine by a father and son team. The palate is sleek 
and tight with pomegranate, cranberry and sour 
cherry on the fruit end, as well as sage, lingering eu-
calyptus and a fl ash of cola on the spice side.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 42   

      93   Rideau   2013   Daliet Reserve   Syrah  ( Santa 
Ynez Valley ).  A new top-end series from 

Iris Rideau and winemaker Adrienne St. John, this 
bottling, named aft er Iris’s mother who turned 98 
recently, shows roasted beef, lavender, blackberry 
coulis and a touch of black gravel on the nose. The 
palate off ers mole-like fl avors of chocolate and dried 
fruit, with blueberry skin and espresso notes prov-
ing quite interesting and elegant.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 70   

      93   Sequoia Grove   2011   Cambium    ( Napa Valley ). 
 The winery’s grand statement of the year, 

this blend of 73% Cabernet Sauvignon and 27% 
Cabernet Franc is sourced from several vineyards, 
including the Tonella site in Rutherford, Stagecoach 
atop Atlas Peak and Frediani Vineyard in Calistoga. 
Thick, rich and dusty, it exudes Rutherford’s magi-
cal dust, followed by chocolate and black licorice, 
just a trace of fennel on the lengthy fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 125   

      93   Sequoia Grove   2011   Tonella Vineyard   Cab-
ernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  From an 

estate vineyard located in the heart of Rutherford 
that was purchased by the producer in 2006, this 
vineyard-designate is the star of the show, a blend 
of mostly Cabernet Sauvignon with 9% Cabernet 
Franc. Thick, dense and robust in tannin and oak, 
it off ers structured red and black fruit, dried herb, 
pencil lead, cedar and cigar, combining ripeness 
with cooler-climate characteristics. It should cellar 
well through 2021.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 90   

      93   Sequum   2012   Four Soil Melange   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  Pungent earth 

opens this wine, the small-production label of Napa 
Valley geologist and worldwide soils expert Dr. Paul 
Skinner, who has named it appropriately to mark its 
literal roots. A strip of red berry and vanilla high-
light the palate of this overall bright and balanced 
wine.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 60   
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      93   Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars   2012   Cask 23 Estate 
Grown   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ). 

 Thick and dense, with managed tannins and a nest 
of oak, this marquee wine off ers classic insight into 
the Napa Valley. It’s weighty and somewhat smoky, 
with a lurking sense of minerality and balance. A 
powerful grip gives way on the lengthy fi nish to 
satisfying end notes of coff ee and toff ee.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 245   

      93   Three Sticks   2013   Durell Vineyard Origin  
 Chardonnay  ( Sonoma Valley ).  Aged for a 

year in stainless-steel barrels, this wine is a com-
bination of two vineyard blocks. The area planted 
to Old Wente 5 clone contributes zesty acidity and 
crisp apple; the V9 vineyard block is known for 
minerality. Acidity is balanced and the bouquet 
quite fl oral, with the palate devoted to brioche and 
golden honey.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Three Sticks   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  Full-bodied, yet fl oral and velvety 

on the palate, this wine is sourced from the cooler 
southern parts of the appellation. Spicy and fruity 
in equal measure, it’s balanced and elegant while of-
fering lush texture around crisp red fruit.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Tommasi   2008   Cà Florian Riserva    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico ).  Enticing aromas 

of violet, baked plum and cake spice lead the way 
on this bold, elegant wine. The velvety palate of-
fers juicy black cherry, ripe blackberry, licorice and 
black pepper accompanied by fi rm, polished tannins 
that give it a smooth texture.   Vintus LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 135   

      93   Trimbach   2012   Réserve   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 Slight hints of evolution are immediately 

apparent in the lift ed notes of dried lemon peel. 
The palate is taut and concentrated, straight-laced 
and upright. This is all about linearity, focus and 
tension. Have it now or wait for it, it is worth wit-
nessing at any stage. Prepare to be refreshed and 
revived. Drink now until 2025.   Esprit du Vin . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      93   Trombetta   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Silky in texture, with a tannic bite, this love-

ly wine is spicy in cinnamon and clove, buoyed by 
ripe plum and wild strawberry. Medium in weight, 
it’s complex and measured, balanced by a leathery, 
smooth fi nish and lively acidity.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 45   

      92   Anthony Nappa   2013   The Savage   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( North Fork of Long Island ).  Long 

Island is not typically known for Cabernet Sau-
vignon, but in the hands of winemaker Anthony 
Nappa (who also craft s excellent Cabs at Raphael), 
the variety shows remarkable promise. Juxtapos-
ing heady notes of bramble and dried herb against 
a backdrop of luscious black currant and plum, this 
wild-fermented red is enticingly “savage” in style. 
Sharp cranberry notes and mineral tones lend edge 
to a lingering fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 75   

      92   Anthony Nappa   2014   Bordo   Cabernet Franc  
( North Fork of Long Island ).  A standout amid 

a number of excellent red wines from winemaker 
Anthony Nappa, this unoaked Cabernet Franc 
(made with indigenous yeast) shines a spotlight 
on Cabernet Franc’s raw, somewhat vulnerable ex-
pression. It’s unabashedly herbal and green, almost 
minty, yet simultaneously luscious and berried in 
fl avor. It’s fl eshy in its suppleness, yet elegantly 
framed within a structure of taut tannins and acid-
ity.   Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      92   Balletto   2013   Sexton Hill Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Russian River Valley ).  From a steep hill-

side vineyard that is estate owned and farmed, this 
wine is pungent in dark fruit and black tea. Elusive 
at fi rst, it takes time to open and reveal classic Se-
bastopol Hills elements of earth and black cherry, 
fi nishing awash in cardamon.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 42   



  
WINEMAG.COM |  157

      92 Bella   2012  Lily Hill   Zinfandel  ( Dry Creek Val-
ley ).  Bright, distinctive fruit impressions 

pop through a layer of smoke and bacon aromas as 
this full-bodied but balanced wine opens up. Jazzy 
fl avors like raspberry and cranberry meld with bass 
notes like blackberry as fi rm tannins and good acid-
ity give it great structure, too.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 40   

      92 Cebada   2014  Estate Grown Rosé of   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Very light pink, this 

rosé off ers extremely pleasant and approachable 
aromas of nectarine, pluot, plum, lime and a dust-
ing of vanilla. These give way to a light and bright 
palate, where lime zest cuts through a bubble gum 
core. Yeasty notes adds further nuance.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 28   

      92 Davies   2013  Ferrington Vineyards   Pinot Noir  
( Anderson Valley ).  This is a suave and sup-

ple wine, with a luxuriously smooth texture. From 
one of Anderson Valley’s fabled vineyard sites, this 
off ers soft ness and easy drinkability, balanced by a 
fi rm backing of fruit tones, acidity and fi ne tannins.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 55   

      92 Eleven Eleven   2014  Sauvignon Blanc  ( Ruth-
erford ).  With Kirk Venge as winemaker and 

Beckstoff er grapes at its core, this intriguing new 
project is out the gates with a rocking wine, a com-
pelling and complex mix of lemongrass and hard 
lemon candy that gets more inviting in the glass. 
Light-bodied, crisp and focused, it off ers a twist of 
New Zealand-like grass that never gets out of hand, 
becoming a delight on the palate instead.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 35   

      92 Errazuriz   2013  Max Reserva   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Aconcagua Valley ).  This is a powerful 

Cabernet comprised of all the key players. The nose 
is oaky, with coconut and vanilla aromas alongside 
fast and furious spiced berry scents. A meter-push-
ing palate tastes of spiced cherry, blackberry, herbs 
and chocolate, while the fi nish simmers with coff ee 
and mocha notes. Drink through 2020.   Vintus LLC . 
Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      92 Gloria Ferrer   NV   Sonoma Brut    ( Sonoma Coun-
ty ).  Made from mostly Pinot Noir grapes, 

with an addition of 8.8% Chardonnay, this Méthode 
Champenoise wine is sultry in raspberry cream and 
crème brûlée, with enough acidity to keep it fresh 
in the glass. The fi nish off ers a taste of toast with 
ginger jam.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      92 Goldschmidt   2011  Plus Game Ranch   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Oakville ).  This is a delightfully 

dense, yet herbal and well-structured wine, 100% 
varietal, with still-chewy tannins that integrate in 
the glass. Cassis and tea highlight the experience. 
The wine is sourced from a prime spot in the heart 
of the Napa Valley known for both its exuberance of 
fruit and classic elegance.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 150   

      92 Hahn   2013  SLH Estate Grown & Produced  
 Chardonnay  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).

 There’s an exciting array of aromas on the nose of 
this wine, with honeydew melon, citrus candy and 
barely ripe cantaloupe gaining complexity thanks to 
fresh scents of chive, oregano and thyme. It’s light 
and easy on the palate, with lots of yellow grapefruit 
freshness, a pithy edge and a singing acidity on the 
fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 25   

      92 Iron Horse   2010  Classic Vintage Brut    ( Green 
Valley ).  A majority of Pinot Noir in this 

blend doesn’t overshadow the Chardonnay’s senti-
ments of baked apple, hazelnut and crème brûlée. 
Warm and savory, the mousse is also dry, crisp and 
buoyant, balanced and elegant in the end, making 
for a complete wine with a lengthy fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 42   
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      92   Jamieson Ranch   2013   Double Lariat Limited 
Production   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Val-

ley ).  A crisp bouquet of orange zest marks the open-
ing of this wine, an unexpected twist to the narra-
tive of dried cranberry, blackberry and cloves. On 
the palate, this full-bodied wine off ers ample weight 
and richness, before a wealth of dry tannins feature 
on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 45   

      92   Landmark   2013   Damaris Reserve   Chardon-
nay  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Reminiscent of baked 

apple tart, opulent fruit provides richness and con-
centration equally buoyed by lemony acidity. Vanil-
la and honey make appearances on the palate before 
structured crispness forms on the fi nish. The wine 
is a blend from the Sangiacomo and Rodgers Creek 
vineyards.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Lincourt   2013   Lindsay’s Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  There’s a very savory, gamy 

element on the nose of this wine, which shows wild 
berries, woody shrubs, rusty iron and turned forest-
fl oor aromas. The palate is punchy at fi rst, with de-
cent acidity and cranberry-plum-raspberry fl avors, 
then clings to a pencil-lead core deeper into the sip. 
It off ers quite a bit of complexity.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Monte del Frà   2011   Lena di Mezzo    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico ).  Aromas of ripe 

black currant, spice, pressed violet, scorched earth 
and a whiff  of cedar emerge on this boldly struc-
tured red. The full-bodied palate delivers dried 
blackberry, raisin, licorice and chewing tobacco, ac-
companied by fi rm, chewy tannins. A black pepper 
note signals the close.   Vision Wine & Spirits . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 60   

      92   Monte del Frà   2009   Scarnocchio    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico ).  Spiced plum, 

crushed blue fl ower, black currant and a whiff  of 
warms spice waft  out of the glass. The high-toned 
palate delivers ripe blackberry, date and dried cher-
ry accented with notes of nutmeg, licorice and black 
pepper. Velvety tannins provide structure.   Vision 
Wine & Spirits . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 99   

      92   Pellegrini   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  Silky smooth and delicate, this comes 

from a long-standing family-run winery in the heart 
of the appellation. It’s a subtle, fl oral wine off ering 
layers of dark plum and strawberry. Medium-weight 
and tangy in acidity, black tea and toff ee notes linger 
on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Sartori   2011   Estate Collection    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella ).  Aromas of violet, iris, 

ripe black-skinned fruit, dried grape and a whiff  of 
tobacco lead the way on this full-bodied charmer. 
The smooth, structured palate delivers dried cher-
ry, raspberry compote, licorice and cake spice while 
velvety tannins provide support.   Banfi  Vintners . 
— K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Scratch   2013   Riesling  ( Arroyo Seco ).  Crisp 
and tight aromas of mandarin orange and 

lemonade meet with the intriguing nuance of 
foamed egg whites on the nose of this refreshing 
bottling. The mouthfeel is incredibly lively, showing 
fl avors of lemon and lime juice, with a slight petrol 
touch to the palate.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  12.7%  Price: $ 18   

      92   Talbott   2013   Logan Sleepy Hollow Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  The nose 

of this excellently priced wine off ers sour fruit from 
Montmorency cherries, earthiness from squeezed 
beets, spice from toasted sagebrush and umami 
from soy sauce. The palate is deep, with a sanguine 
character that’s enhanced by lots of cracked pepper. 
It delivers plenty of action for the price.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 25   
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      92   Talbott   2013   Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ). 

 Concentrated raspberry and brambleberry aromas 
mix with iron and brown mushrooms on the nose of 
this wine from a historic vineyard originally planted 
in 1972. The palate is sanguine with bloody meats 
and pencil lead, with earthy beet-juice fl avors and 
unrelenting minerality, almost like licking the earth 
itself.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Tenute Fiorebelli   2010   Coste Bianche    ( Ama-
rone della Valpolicella ).  Fragrant blue fl o-

wer, ripe plum, vanilla and a whiff  of chocolate 
come together in the glass. The smooth, full-bodied 
palate doles out ripe black cherry, raspberry jam 
and vanilla alongside round, velvety tannins. It ends 
on a smoky note. Drink through 2020.   Traditional 
Wine Innovations LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 54   

      92   Terra d’Oro   2013   Teroldego  ( Amador Coun-
ty ).  A remarkable full-bodied wine, this 

has great concentration and depth of fl avor, with a 
dense but fi ne-grained texture to go along with it. 
The color is virtually black, with a dark red rim, and 
the fl avors are deep and delicious, like dark choco-
late and blackberry jam. This is fascinating to taste 
now, but will be best to drink aft er 2018.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

      92   Three Sticks   2013   One Sky   Chardonnay  ( So-
noma Mountain ).  Candied ginger and nou-

gat wrap themselves around toasted oak and fi erce 
acidity in this full-bodied, voluptuous white that 
veers confi dently into measured decadence. Intense 
in ripe apple, pear and vanilla oak, it fi nishes fresh 
and vibrant on the palate.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Trefethen   2013     Chardonnay  ( Oak Knoll Dis-
trict ).  There’s a gorgeous fl oral and citrus 

bouquet upon entry, followed by lithe fl avors of or-
ange blossom and zest. From an estate-grown vine-
yard, the wine is balanced and elegant, with a twist 
of pineapple custard on the fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Valle Secreto   2012   Private   Syrah-Cabernet 
Sauvignon-Carmenere  ( Cachapoal Valley ). 

 Spicy berry scents are supported by heavy oak that 
gives aromas of coconut and wood. This full-bodied 
blend of Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon and Carmenère 
is rich almost to the point of being sticky, while 
oaky fl avors of baked blackberry and plum are light-
ly herbal and minty. This is ripe, chewy, toasty and 
chocolaty on the fi nish. Drink through 2021.   AWDi-
rect (The Wine Trees Portfolio) . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 36   

      92   Wente   2014   Eric’s Small Lot Unoaked   Char-
donnay  ( Livermore Valley ).  Layered and 

luxurious, this medium-bodied wine tastes ripe and 
fl avorful but not overdone, melding bright fruit fl a-
vors, almond and vanilla accents and a creamy tex-
ture that extends the fi nish. Suitable for a special 
occasion, this wine shows off  the grape’s inherent 
complexity.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Anthony Nappa   2013   Tredici    ( North Fork of 
Long Island ).  Concentrated and ripe, yet 

still muscular and rigid, this Bordeaux-style blend 
was made to age. On the palate, touches of earth, 
tobacco and balsamic vinegar lend a savory tone to 
lip-smacking black cherries and plums. Dense, deep 
tannins mark the fi nish, but should yield and meld 
with time. Hold till at least 2018. It should continue 
to reward cellaring for another decade.   Cellar Se-
lection  .  — A.I.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Balletto   2013   BCD Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  From an estate vineyard off  

Olivet Lane in the heart of the Santa Rosa Plain, this 
wine is comparatively intense and meaty compared 
to some of its counterparts from the cooler Sebas-
topol Hills. Earthy mushroom and a tart, tangy note 
of orange give it a lift , along with a light layering 
of fresh-cut rose, before fi nishing in richer, dark 
chocolate.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 42   
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      91   Balletto   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  One of the producer’s larger-production 

off erings, this wine nonetheless speaks to meticu-
lous attention in the vineyard and cellar, with vel-
vety smoothness to the palate and savory elements 
of earthy mushroom. Nuanced, it ends in rose petals 
and black tea, with fi rm, crisp acidity throughout, 
all at an almost unheard-of price for the quality.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 29   

      91   Black Stallion   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Los Carneros ). 
 Earthy in black tea and leathery funk, the fe-

ral aspects of this wine are entirely compelling, giv-
ing a savory edge around grippy, full-bodied texture 
and weight. A Pinot for Cabernet fans, it’ll stand up 
to steak and a whole lot more, delivering tremen-
dous value for the quality.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Brecon Estate   2014   Viognier-Grenache Blanc  
( Paso Robles ).  Clean, crisp and stony aromas 

of lime zest, nectarine, peach blossom and chalk 
show on this brisk blend. There’s lots of zing on the 
palate, with fl avors of tangerine, lime and an array 
of citrus.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 27   

      91   Brutocao   2012   Coro Mendocino    ( Mendocino ). 
 The distinctive aroma resembles tamarind, 

cranberries and new oak barrels. Flavors are bright 
and pure, and the mouthfeel is fi rm with tannins 
while staying smooth and velvety. This is very tasty 
and unique, made in a full-bodied style. Zinfandel 
and Primitivo make up 77% of it, along with Bar-
bera and Petite Sirah.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Buglioni   2010     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Ripe black plum, leather, chocolate 

and allspice emerge on this big, brooding wine. The 
densely concentrated palate off ers raisin, black-
berry extract, licorice, ground pepper and tobacco 
alongside ripe, velvety tannins and the warmth of 
alcohol. It closes on a licorice note. Drink through 
2022.   Wilson Daniels Ltd . — K.O.  
abv:  17%  Price: $ 60   

      91   Chacewater   2012   Gwin    ( Lake County ).  It’s 
hard to argue with the delicious fruit fl avors, 

rounded texture and lingering fi nish of this off -
dry blend. It’s dark in color and bold in fl avor—all 
fruit and no gimmicks. Medium to full bodied, it’s 
smooth rather than too tannic in texture. Also, who 
knew that Gwin means wine in Cornish?   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 33   

      91   Chamisal Vineyards   2013   Califa Estate Grown  
 Chardonnay  ( Edna Valley ).  Quite buttery and 

rich, this bottling shows lemon custard, ripe yel-
low melon, white peach and buttermilk on the lav-
ish nose. The palate is lush and attention-grabbing, 
with poached and grilled peach fl avors lift ed by cit-
rus energy and a vanilla-laced fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Château d’Esclans   2014   Rock Angel   Rosé  
( Côtes de Provence ).  Rock Angel is the new 

name for the estate wine of Château d’Esclans. It 
is a ripe and full wine, yet so well balanced that it 
seems light and refreshing. A crisp element balanc-
es the full red fruits and off ers elegance and poise. 
This is a style of rosé that could age, although it is 
delicious now.   Shaw-Ross International Importers . 
— R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Dry Creek Vineyard   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Dry Creek Valley ).  This wine over-delivers a 

mouthful of juicy quality vis-a-vis price, combin-
ing Cab with smaller dabs of Petit Verdot, Malbec, 
Merlot and Cabernet Franc. Savory blackberry and 
cassis lift  the fruitiness, seasoned in savory tones of 
black tea and cranberry that give it an edge. Fleshy 
and smooth, it’s a good wine to stock up on.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   
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      91   Gary Farrell   2013   Gap’s Crown Vineyard Clone 
667 Three Barrel Selection   Pinot Noir  ( So-

noma Coast ).  This is another of the producer’s in-
tellectual exercises in experimental winemaking, 
made in tiny case-production numbers. It off ers 
so much to think about, from its lemony-crisp and 
tangy palate to its chalky tannins. Full bodied, it 
merits attention, veering from herbal to chocolaty 
in one sip.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      91   Ghost Pines   2013   Winemaker’s Blend   Zinfan-
del  ( Sonoma County-San Joaquin County ). 

 A bright, focused fruitiness is the strength of this 
full-bodied, very ripe and enticing wine. It smells 
and tastes like fresh strawberries, raspberries and 
cherries, and feels ultrasmooth and polished in tex-
ture. With each sip a better sense of depth and con-
centration builds.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      91   Grassini   2014   Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
  Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy Canyon of Santa Bar-

bara ).  High and tight aromas of chopped grass and 
cut tennis ball are met with a pretty fl oral element 
that veers toward fresh purple fl owers. The family-
owned estate, which boasts some of the more dra-
matic vineyard blocks in the region, off ers lemon-
grass, squeezed lime, citrus zest and Granny Smith 
apple skins on the palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Grgich Hills   2012   Paris Tasting Commemora-
tive   Chardonnay  ( Napa Valley ).  Heavy waft s 

of petrol and oak dominate at fi rst in this wine, 
before some air and some swirling in the glass re-
veal more lift ed aromas and fl avors of lemon candy, 
green apple and apple tart. A tale of two wines in 
some ways, it zigzags between crisp and luxurious, 
fi nding its balance in the glass.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 92   

      91   Herencia   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  From the eastern-reaching Chiles Valley 

appellation, the vines planted in 1975, this is a soft , 
juicy and well-made wine, blended with 3% Merlot. 
Red and black berry star, complemented by a trea-
sure trove of clove. Grippy on the fi nish, it should 
cellar well, a robust, full-bodied wine that fi nishes 
with a taste of coff ee.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 65   

      91   Hess Collection   2013   Shirtail Ranches   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Lake County ).  Good ripeness 

and a sophisticated, complex character make this 
full-bodied wine interesting to drink. It has classic 
characteristics like bell pepper and black olive aro-
mas, along with classy blackcurrant and light spicy, 
oaky notes. Drink now through 2020. (Available 
exclusively at restaurants.)   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Iron Horse   2010   Russian Cuvée    ( Green Valley ). 
 First made for the historic summits between 

Reagan and Gorbachev in 1985, this blend of 69% 
Pinot Noir and 31% Chardonnay marks the 30th 
anniversary of that event. Made in a Brut style, it’s 
nonetheless among the winery’s most richly opulent 
concoctions. Lemon bar and vanilla form around a 
medium build with notes of nutmeg and baked ap-
ple, fi nishing in an intensity of lemon zest.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 42   

      91   Iron Horse   2011   Wedding Cuvée    ( Green Valley ). 
 Made from 70% Pinot Noir and 30% Char-

donnay, then aged three years, this wine off ers a 
copper-pink color followed by dry, fi rm acidity and 
highlights of cherry, cassis and grapefruit zest. A 
gentle nudge of nutmeg closes in on the fi nish, giv-
ing the wine a salty air and complex ending.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 44   

      91   Jason-Stephens   2011   Estate   Meritage  ( Santa 
Clara Valley ).  From the historic Uvas Creek 

area between Gilroy and Morgan Hill comes this 
solid bottling that shows black cherry, leather, dust 
and a slightly green element of oregano and green 
peppercorns on the nose. The palate is restrained 
and herbaceous, with elderberry fruit and woody 
sagebrush fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 34   
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      91   Lasseter   2013   Voilà    ( Sonoma Valley ).  A blend 
of half old-vine Sémillon from Monte Rosso 

Vineyard and a remainder of Sauvignon Blanc, a 
percentage of it from the Musque clone, this is a de-
lightful and complex white wine, lean in apple and 
lime with a light build and creamy texture. The fl o-
ral aromatics and evolving fl avors in the glass pro-
vide complexity, while a lift  of acidity rises on the 
fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 46   

      91   Mattina Fiore   2012   Buona Derrata    ( Santa Ma-
ria Valley ).  Lilacs and violets meet with black 

raspberries, blackberry pie and savory sage on the 
nose of this 42% Grenache, 38% Syrah and 20% 
Mourvèdre blend. The palate leans very savory, with 
tar, salt, anise and burned ends of roast beef com-
bining for a hearty sipper.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 50   

      91   MCV   2013     Red  ( Paso Robles ).  Vintner Matt 
Villard blends Petite Sirah, Syrah, Grenache, 

Tannat and Petit Verdot into this whopper of a wine, 
which is very fairly priced. Aromas of vanilla-laden 
black cherries, hot fudge and licorice lace into an 
elegant, well-integrated nose. Once sipped, fl avors 
of smoked blackberries, black rocks, purple fl owers 
and more licorice linger long on the palate.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 21   

      91   Michael David   2013   Inkblot   Cabernet Franc  
( Lodi ).  This is a high-powered, full-bodied 

wine. The aromas are like toasted baguette slices, 
vanilla and nutmeg, the fl avors do a good impres-
sion of dark chocolate and blackberry, and the tex-
ture is saturated with fi ne tannins that give all those 
fl avors plenty of support and lip-smacking appeal.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Midnight   2012   Estate   Zinfandel  ( Paso Robles 
Willow Creek District ).  This off ers a classic 

Zin nose, with dried strawberries, plums, white 
sage, black loam and a minty lift . The palate is juicy 
but restrained, with ripe olallieberries cut by lico-
rice and tobacco, bound together with considerable 
grip.  — M.K.  
abv:  16.9%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Migration   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  Earthy in a way that’s almost sav-

age, this wine’s bouquet discloses layers of cooked 
mushroom and forest fl oor, the texture velvety 
smooth. The grapes hail from the Green Valley ap-
pellation within the larger Russian River Valley, 
with minerality that’s crisp and buoyant. The fi nish 
shows some of the oak.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 38   

      91   Millbrook   2013   Proprietor’s Special Reserve  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Hudson River Region ).  Cer-

tainly one of the best wines made in the Hudson 
River region, this richly composed Cabernet Franc 
juxtaposes zesty cranberry and pomegranate against 
a velvety, supple palate full of summery black plums 
and cherries. Touches of savory olive and green 
pepper lend complexity and nuance. The fi nish is 
long, framed by persistent yet fi ne-grained tannins. 
Drinks well now but should hold well till 2020.  
— A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Sequum   2012   Mixt    ( Napa Valley ).  A bright, 
fl oral violet bouquet invites in this blend of 

Zinfandel, Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah and Petite 
Sirah that follows through with earthy cherry and 
strawberry highlights. Soft ly textured, the wine is 
deeply structured and in balance, a delicious of-
fering of several varieties married well.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 55   

      91   Sobon Estate   2012   Cougar Hill   Zinfandel  ( Cali-
fornia ).  A fascinating wine from one of the 

oldest wineries in the Sierra Foothills, this has deep 
boysenberry and blackberry aromas. Flavors in-
clude allspice, cardamom and black cherries, with 
a meaty nuance. Medium to full bodied, it’s not a 
monster Zin but distinctive and clearly delicious.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 18   
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      91 Sobon Estate   2013  Rezerve   Primitivo  ( Amador 
County ).  While full bodied and fl avorful, this 

wine is not overdone. It has tempting oak aromas, 
and mellow fruit and spice fl avors that are layered. 
It also off ers a velvet texture that’s soothing and 
saturated with fi ne tannins, and a lingering fi nish.  
Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 24   

      91 Spell   2013  Umino Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  From a site in what is in-

creasingly known as the Sebastopol Hills—one of 
the cooler neighborhoods of the appellation—this 
wine is big and juicy in cranberry and strawberry, 
nestled in spicy clove and forest-fl oor fl avors. 
Structured tannins complete the picture, adding 
depth and concentration.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      91 St. Supéry   2012  Élu    ( Napa Valley ).  This signa-
ture blend combines a majority of Cabernet 

Sauvignon with Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc 
and Petit Verdot. It takes a classical approach to the 
Bordeaux-inspired blend, capturing dried herb and 
peppercorn in abundance. The wild bouquet delves 
into fl oral, feral elements of forest and concentrated 
cassis, fi nishing lean.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      91 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars   2012  S.L.V.   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  This estate-grown 

wine honors the historical vineyard that brought 
the Napa Valley worldwide attention for Cabernet. 
It off ers both complexity and elegance, as well as 
an herbal underbrush accented by tobacco. Choco-
late, caramel and coff ee add to the intrigue around 
smooth, velvety tannins.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 125   

      91 Tenute Salvaterra   2004  Cave di Prun Riserva  
  ( Amarone della Valpolicella Classico ).  Aro-

mas of tilled earth, tobacco, ripe black-skinned 
fruit and dried herbs lead the way on this engaging 
11-year-old. The round, polished palate off ers rai-
sin, fi g, dried cherry and licorice alongside evolved, 
silky tannins. Drink through 2019.   Vintage Epicure . 
— K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 100   

      91 Terra d’Oro   2013  Home Vineyard   Zinfandel  
( Amador County ).  This wine is polished in 

texture, sophisticated in fl avor and a pleasure to sip. 
It exudes plum and blackberry aromas, adds rich 
plummy fl avors and almost coats the mouth with 
richness. While full bodied, it has enough complex-
ity and fi nesse for special occasions.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      91 The Calling   2012  Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Alex-
ander Valley ).  Nicely layered, this off ers an 

intensity of black plum and chocolate around a soft  
core of approachable, rounded tannins. Medium 
bodied, it has a mix of elegance and decadence that 
makes it drinkable now and impressive from start 
to fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 37   

      91 The Calling   2013  Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  Light and perfumed, this is a structured, 

well-craft ed wine that’s slightly savage in approach 
and sensibility. Spicy cinnamon and cola streak 
through red cherry and strawberry, fl irting with the 
notion of forest and mushroom without ever diving 
overly deep.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.15%  Price: $ 37   

      91 Tommasi   2012    Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Structured and savory, this opens 

with aromas of prune, baked plum and cake spice. 
The full-bodied palate doles out ripe black cherry, 
raisin, white pepper and mocha accompanied by 
round, chewy tannins. It closes on a licorice note.  
 Vintus LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 80   
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      91   Trimbach   2013   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ). 
 Powdery, creamy notes of rose, orange and 

mandarin oil unite in a concentrated, punchy pal-
ate that focuses on taste rather than aroma. This is 
rounded and rich with an immensely concentrated 
phenolic vein that lends structure and poise. The 
fi nish is lasting but demure.   Esprit du Vin . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Valle Secreto   2012   First Edition   Syrah  
( Cachapoal Valley ).  Cherry and plum aromas 

are pure and appealing as peppery accents pop up. 
This is fl ush and a bit lush, with spiced red plum 
and oaky chocolate fl avors that end dry, elegant 
and focused. Valle Secreto makes consistently good 
Syrah; this is one of the winery’s best to date. Drink 
through 2018.   AWDirect (The Wine Trees Portfo-
lio) . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Zinke   2013   Roussanne  ( Ballard Canyon ). 
 Coming from the relatively new but priming 

Kimsey Vineyard, this shows intoxicatingly rich yet 
never treacly aromas of ripe cantaloupe, ambrosia 
melon and peach-apple syrup. Glazed apples, wal-
nut oil and orange bitters decorate the heavily lay-
ered and dense palate. Serve it with many varieties 
of cheese.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Balletto   2012   Syrah  ( Russian River Valley ). 
 Leathery on the palate with sizably struc-

tured tannins, this estate-grown wine is robust 
in black cherry and blackberry, sprinkled subtly 
in black pepper, tar and coff ee. Grown on the pro-
ducer’s BCD Vineyard off  Olivet Lane, where it also 
grows Pinot Noir, it fi nishes soft ly, and spicy, with 
length.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Bellangelo   2013   Cabernet Franc  ( Seneca 
Lake ).  A testament of Bellangelo’s increas-

ing winemaking prowess, this Cabernet Franc high-
lights fresh fl oral exuberance amidst a crush of con-
centrated sour cherry and cranberry fl avors. While 
delicate in style and fringed by a whisper of tan-
nins, its brambly, herbaceous complexities resonate 
through a long, meandering fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      90   Black Stallion   2014   Limited Release   Sauvi-
gnon Blanc  ( Napa Valley ).  With a handful of 

Sémillon in the blend, this is a fl eshy, full-bodied 
style of white wine, off ering darker tones of caramel 
and oak. Well made, it features a tangle of vanilla 
and butterscotch on the big fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 26   

      90   Black Stallion   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  Attractively priced, this is 

a concentrated wine, off ering bright, soft  layers of 
dark cherry and cassis, with a slight taste of dark 
chocolate. Providing everything one needs in a big 
red wine, it ends powerfully in dusty tannins.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Black Stallion   2011   Limited Release   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  Sanguine in 

cranberry, red plum and dark cherry, this wine of-
fers sizable tannin and oak around more savory ele-
ments of tobacco and black tea, an introduction of 
soy on the full-bodied fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      90   Carol Shelton   2013   Wild Thing Old Vine  
 Zinfandel  ( Mendocino County ).  This seri-

ous and concentrated wine has plenty of ripe fruit 
aromas and fl avors, with a smooth texture, and lin-
gering fruitiness on the fi nish. It resembles black 
plums and cloves in fl avor, and has excellent bal-
ance and depth.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   
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      90   Chamisal Vineyards   2013   Estate Grown  
 Chardonnay  ( Edna Valley ).  This is a rich 

wine, with notes of buttermilk, toasted macadamia 
nut, bright Meyer lemon and orange blossom, all 
delivered in a measured manner. The palate shows 
walnut oil, orange bitters, coconut, pineapple and 
Gala apples, proving quite ripe but balanced by am-
ple acidity.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Chronic Cellars   2013   Sofa King Bueno    ( Paso 
Robles ).  Boysenberry, black pepper, con-

centrated purple fl owers and a touch of asphalt 
gather for a delicious nose on this blend of 47% 
Petite Sirah, 45% Syrah, 5% Grenache and 3% 
Mourvèdre. Flavors of purple fruit and fl owers are 
elevated by boisterous acidity and peppery spice 
that singes the palate and makes the eyes water.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Claar   2013   Ice Wine White Bluffs Vineyards  
 Riesling  ( Columbia Valley ).  Pear and white 

fl ower aromas are light, while the palate is full of 
sweet brown sugar and honey fl avors that persist on 
the fi nish. It’s sweet, but well balanced, with ample 
acidity and a clean fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 40 / 375 ml   

      90   Clos du Val   2013     Chardonnay  ( Carneros ).  A 
combination of licorice and fennel mark 

the bouquet of this estate wine that is light and low 
in oak. Medium in build and classically elegant, it 
dances in crisp apple and pineapple, with traces of 
vanilla and toasty oak.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Clos du Val   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Carneros ).  An 
100% estate-driven wine, this features 

intense notes of spicy raspberry and strawberry, 
full and inviting in aromatics, while maintaining 
a subdued nature. Earthy tannins rise up midway 
through the wine, providing strength and structure 
before fi nishing long and lean.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 32   

      90   Corte Giona   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Aromas of baked plum, vanilla, raisin and 

a confectionary note emerge in the glass. On the 
palate, notes of ground black pepper and chocolate 
accent the core of black cherry and raspberry com-
pote alongside fi rm, fi ne-grained tannins.   Vintage 
Epicure . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 37   

      90   Diora   2012   Three Crowns Single Vineyard  
 Red Wine  ( San Bernabe ).  The Indelicato 

family’s vineyard is basically the entire appellation. 
This hearty blend of Syrah, Grenache, Petit Verdot 
and Viognier shows it off  well, with fruit-driven 
aromas of grape juice, grape seeds, olallieberries 
and sandalwood. The palate shows decent structure 
as well as blackberry fruit, dried oregano, beef jerky, 
peppercorn and sanguine fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Domaine du Grand Cros   2014   L’Esprit de 
Provence   Blanc  ( Côtes de Provence ).  The 

Rolle, or Vermentino, has produced a warm, herbal, 
southern sun-touched wine. It is full of rich yellow 
fruits and laced with acidity. A light touch of honey 
from the ripe fruits gives a deliciously smooth af-
tertaste. Drink now.   Maritime Wine Trading Collec-
tive .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Firestone   2012   The Chairman Series Lineage 
Estate Grown    ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Smoky 

black cherries, toasted oak, smoked meats, soy, iron 
and wild sage show on the nose of this top-level 
blend of 38% Cabernet Sauvignon, 17% Cabernet 
Franc, 17% Merlot, 17% Petit Verdot and 11% Mal-
bec. It’s both ripe and restrained on the palate, with 
blackberry fruit plus a line of licorice and pencil-
lead minerality.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 44   
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      90   Fox Run   2013   Cabernet Franc  ( Finger Lakes ). 
 Rich, ripe black-cherry and plum fl avors 

penetrate throughout this plump, juicy Cabernet 
Franc. It’s decadent and forward in style, but linger-
ing notes of spice and tea leaves lend complexity to 
the palate.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Fulcrum   2013   On Point   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma 
Coast ).  Sourced from the Sangiacomo and 

Gap’s Crown vineyards within the Petaluma Gap 
area of the appellation, this is a tight, tangy wine. 
Full of citrus, cranberry and dried herb, it fi nishes 
savory in sage and forest fl oor accents. The acidity 
is subtle and the tannins integrated, making for a 
well-balanced wine.  — V.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 36   

      90   Gary Farrell   2013   Russian River Selection  
 Chardonnay  ( Russian River Valley ).  There’s 

a reductive element to the nose of this wine, indi-
cating the powerful nature of the vintage but also 
the wine’s youth. Let it open to unveil an intensity 
of baked apple and white peach, along with heartier 
highlights of crème brûlée and vanilla toast. With a 
medium body and length, it has enough acidity to 
remain vibrant. It’s sourced from a who’s who of the 
region’s vineyards.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Ironstone   2013   Reserve Old Vine   Zinfandel  
( Lodi ).  This wine has full aromas and fl a-

vors of rich, ripe strawberries and blackberries. The 
texture is both smooth and slightly gripping at the 
same time, with a medium to full body and a dry, 
lingering fi nish lingers.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Jason-Stephens   2007   Monte Bello Road  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Santa Cruz Moun-

tains ).  This intriguing wine shows the depth and 
staying power of this historic region. Aromas of 
grape seed, pressed boysenberry, chaparral scrub 
and woody fruits show on the nose, while the pal-
ate off ers a leaner Concord grape fl avor and a rocky, 
peppery grip. It is still quite tannic despite its age, 
meaning it may last for years to come.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 70   

      90   Keller Estate   2013   La Cruz Vineyard   Pinot 
Gris  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Crisp in apricot, ap-

ple and mango, this is a lovely, easy-drinking white 
made from a vineyard and producer well-known for 
Pinot Noir. Refreshing and light, yet with complex-
ity and aromatics to spare, it off ers ample body, an 
attractive texture and sharp acidity, fi nishing with a 
note of spicy vanilla.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Kendall-Jackson   2012   Jackson Estate   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Alexander Valley ).  From the 

producer’s line of wines meant to showcase higher-
elevation sites, this one is almost all varietal, with 
small percentages of Merlot, Malbec, Cabernet 
Franc and Petit Verdot. Aged in both French and 
American oak, it impresses from the get-go, with 
intense notes of blackberry, black licorice and dark 
chocolate. It’s dense yet balanced on the fi nish.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Kitá   2013   Camp 4 Vineyard   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Underripe, slightly 

green orange peels mix with honeydew, grass and 
lime on this straightforward selection. The palate 
shows a touch of peach on the fi rst part of the sip 
before delving into pungent grassiness that contin-
ues through the fi nish, all complemented by a wet 
stone frame.  — M.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Lamoreaux Landing   2012   Estate Bottled  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Finger Lakes ).  Luscious 

and decadent, this Cabernet Franc puts a spotlight 
on sultry black-cherry fl avors. The palate is silky 
smooth, rimmed with the faintest feather of tannin, 
yet penetrates long on the fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   
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      90   Matchbook   2012   The Arsonist   Red Blend  
( California ).  Harmony and a sense of re-

serve mark this rich but alarmingly named wine. It 
is deeply colored, smooth and supple in texture, and 
fi lled with satisfying but not too powerful fl avors 
that are supported by fi ne-grained tannins. Lush 
blackberry and black cherry linger on the fi nish.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Materra   2014   Cunat Family Vineyards   Sau-
vignon Blanc  ( Oak Knoll District ).  A notion 

of light citrus peel rises on the nose before a nicely 
packaged selection of Asian pear, fennel-like herb 
and lemongrass appears. Thick, rich and nearly full 
bodied, the wine settles into a crisp, tangy fi nish.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 20   

      90   McManis   2013   North Forty   Red Wine  ( Cali-
fornia ).  Deep, dark, oaky and tannic, this 

wine opens with powerful aromas of charred bar-
rels and wood smoke. Juicy fl avors of blackberry 
and black cherry follow, with plenty of fi ne-textured 
tannins and a lingering fi nish. It’s made from an un-
usual blend of Petite Verdot and Tannat grapes.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      90   Meadowcroft    2012   Speedy Creek Vineyard  
 Sangiovese  ( Knights Valley ).  A 100% vari-

etal wine, this is a rich, expressive take on the Ital-
ian stalwart, fulsome and hearty in sizable tannins 
and yet exuberant in red and black fruit. A note of 
sage gives it a wild, herbal undertone before a long, 
fl avorful fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Mercer   2012   Spice Cabinet Vineyard   Malbec  
( Horse Heaven Hills ).  Cocoa, coff ee, spice 

and dark fruit aromas are followed by smooth fruit 
fl avors. The barrel infl uence is primary but this still 
brings plenty of enjoyment, with good balance and 
depth of fl avor.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Metate Hill Vineyards   2009   Graciano  ( Cala-
veras County ).  This is quite a nice fi nd: an 

excellent wine from a rare Spanish grape variety. 
The aromas are fascinating, like ripe black cherry 
and red roses. The fl avors are fresh, concentrated, 
grapy and jammy, but the wine stays dry and well 
balanced. Already six years old, it’s not at all tired-
tasting.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 36   

      90   Mezzacorona   2007   NOS Riserva    ( Teroldego 
Rotaliano ).  Dark and dense, this opens 

with earthy aromas of underbrush, scorched earth, 
smoke and ripe black-skinned fruit. The fi rm pal-
ate off ers ripe plum, blackberry, black cherry, black 
pepper and anise alongside velvety tannins.   Prestige 
Wine Imports Corp . — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   MontGras   2013   Antu   Cabernet Sauvignon-
Carmenère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Aromas of 

fresh asphalt are gritty but mix nicely into lightly 
herbal black-fruit scents. This blend of 70% Cab-
ernet and 30% Carmenère is hard-driving and fi rm. 
A collection of baked berry and spice fl avors fi nish 
with mild oak, tobacco and vanilla fl avors. Drink 
through 2019.   Palm Bay International . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 19   

      90   MontGras   2012   Antu   Syrah  ( Colchagua Val-
ley ).  Light plum and cherry aromas come 

with herbal notes and a touch of fi r frond. Wide in 
feel, this Syrah tastes ripe and loamy, with jammy, 
lightly spiced plum and berry fl avors. A warm, well-
oaked fi nish is nice and bright. Drink now.   Palm Bay 
International . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   
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      90 Mossback   2012  Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Chalk 
Hill ).  This wine off ers some remarkable val-

ue for the quality, from a good appellation to boot. 
Plum and cassis form around smoothly layered tan-
nins and subtle oak, fi nishing in a seductive wave of 
black pepper and graphite.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      90 Napa Cellars   2013  V Collection   Chardonnay  
( Carneros ).  Fennel and spicy ginger account 

for much ado on the nose, before this medium- 
bodied wine exhibits well-integrated oak, baked ap-
ple and a hit of lemongrass on the palate. It fi nishes 
with a burst of spice.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      90 Oberon   2013  Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
County ).  From Michael Mondavi’s port-

folio, this aff ordable Cabernet is concentrated in 
red berry and savory leather, a nod to the small 
amounts of Syrah and Petite Sirah that are included 
in the blend. French oak provides a hint of vanilla 
and cardamom, while the medium-bodied palate 
and attractive fi nish is washed in coff ee.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 25   

      90 Pech Merle   2012  Cabernet Franc  ( Alexander 
Valley ).  Black pepper and baking spices 

surround a full-bodied and structured core of rasp-
berry and black cherry in this small-production 
wine. It fi nishes in balance and with a touch of el-
egance.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.15%  Price: $ 49   

      90 Peju   2012  Syrah  ( Napa Valley ).  This wine is 
fi lled with aspects of black licorice, leather 

and high-toned red fruit, along with interesting side 
notes of white pepper and dried herb. Full bodied, it 
has zestiness on the fi nish thanks to a pleasant note 
of acidity that balances out its burlier side.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 38   

      90 Peju   2011  Reserve   Cabernet Franc  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  Given more time in bottle, this wine is 

blended with 25% Cabernet Sauvignon. A smoki-
ness permeates the bouquet initially, before a more 
fl oral, violet perfume weighs in. Tannic and concen-
trated, the wine is also subtle in herb and tobacco, 
with a layering of cassis and raspberry.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 115   

      90 Pellegrini   2013  Unoaked   Chardonnay  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  Despite its unoaked na-

ture, this wine reveals elements of baked and dried 
fruit, and an unexpected voluptuousness of full-
bodied richness. Pear, apple and lemon interplay on 
the palate, while tangy acidity provides a satisfying 
end note.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 20   

      90 Rodney Strong   2014  Charlotte’s Home Es-
tate Vineyards   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Northern 

Sonoma ).  Pineapple appears fi rst on the nose and 
palate, followed by high-toned acidity and a back-
up of lemon and lime. Medium bodied, the wine 
remains light and crisp throughout, fi nishing in a 
swirl of lemon zest and grapefruit pith.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      90 Santa Carolina   2013  Reserva de Familia  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Herbal 

berry, cassis and mint aromas open this classic Mai-
po Cabernet. Racy acidity and fi rm tannins make for 
a structured mouthfeel, while plum, currant, spice 
and light herbal notes fi nish loamy. Drink now.   Car-
olina Wine Brands USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   
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      90   Sobon Estate   2013     Zinfandel  ( Fiddletown ). 
 Lots of fruit power fl ows through this full-

bodied wine, making it focused and delicious. A fi rm 
coating of tannin kicks in to add weight to the tex-
ture and help the fl avors linger on the fi nish. Plum, 
smoke and black pepper are among the complex 
fl avors. It’s made from vines planted in 1910 at a 
nearly 2,000-foot elevation.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Tenute Salvaterra   2008     Amarone della Val-
policella Classico .  Aromas of toast, prune, 

dried earth, leather and a balsamic note emerge on 
this full-bodied wine. The structured palate deliv-
ers dried black cherry, mocha, tobacco and a touch 
of baking spice accompanied by a network of tightly 
woven tannins.   Vintage Epicure . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      90   Terra d’Oro   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  Not your average Pinot Grigio, this 

has the depth, body and complexity of a seriously 
delicious wine. The aromas and fl avors resemble 
honeydew melon, watermelon and ripe peach, while 
the texture is smooth—almost thick—and luxurious. 
It will pair well with cheese and even dishes usually 
reserved for red wines.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      90   Villa Annaberta   2012     Amarone della Valpo-
licella .  Sleek by Amarone standards, this 

opens with aromas of ripe black cherry, ground pep-
per, raisin and a whiff  of blue fl ower. On the palate, 
fi nely woven tannins support raspberry jam, black 
pepper, cocoa and a cinnamon note.   Atlas Imports . 
— K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 40   

      89   Astrolabe   2014   Province   Pinot Gris  ( Marl-
borough ).  Made in a crisp, dry style, this 

is leaner than many other New Zealand Pinot Gris, 
marked by its taut texture and subtle notes of al-
mond skin, barely ripe melon and tart citrus. It 
makes for a refreshing sipper, or a fi ne foil to deli-
cate fi sh dishes.   Cannonball Wine Company . — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 23   

      89   Columbia Winery   2012   Limited Release   Pe-
tit Verdot  ( Columbia Valley ).  Coff ee tones 

along with fl oral and vanilla aromas pervade on the 
nose. The tart-cherry palate is supported by mouth-
watering acidity and chewy, slightly dry tannins. 
Pair alongside a juicy steak.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 35   

      89   Formation   2013   Estate Grown   Pinot Noir  
( Monterey ).  Ripe strawberry fruit meets 

nose-tickling dark spices of clove, allspice and 
sagebrush on the slightly smoky nose. The palate 
off ers tangy cranberry and an inviting forest-fl oor 
element, with juniper sap, black pepper and Indian 
spices.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Fox Run   2014   Traminette  ( Finger Lakes ). 
 Dazzlingly aromatic, this true-to-type Tra-

minette abounds in ripe berry, mango and melon 
perfume. Dry and delicate in body, it’s refreshingly 
easy-drinking despite heady aromatics. It’s not a 
complex wine, yet undeniably delightful to drink.  
— A.I.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 15   

89   Talbott   2013   Kali Hart Estate Grown   Pinot 
Noir  ( Monterey County ).  Sharp cinnamon 

and squeezed pomegranate aromas mix with straw-
berry blossoms and dried cherries on the nose of 
this wine from the longtime regional producer. The 
palate is driven by chaparral aromas of wild sage, 
coyote brush and juniper, spicing up the red-fruit 
fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 21  
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      89  Victor Vineyards   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Lodi ).  This deeply colored and solidly built 

wine smells like black olives, dried plums and cedar, 
while tasting concentrated and ripe, with a polished 
texture. This will pair well with a rich dish like osso 
buco.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 16  

  

            88   Geyser Peak   2014   River Ranches   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Russian River Valley ).  A delightfully 

light, crisp and well-rounded expression of the 
variety—aged in stainless steel—this has a begin-
ning, middle and end, all well defi ned. The bouquet 
is part lime and part mint and cilantro, while the 
middle traffi  cs in peach. The fi nish accents the acid-
ity that’s been there all along, refreshing and well 
balanced.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

  

      88   Columbia Winery   2014   Limited Release Gre-
nache   Rosé  ( Horse Heaven Hills ).  A medium 

cherry-red color, this wine off er fruit-fi lled aromas 
of strawberry bubble gum, pomegranate and cherry. 
It drinks a hair off  dry, with broad, fl eshy fruit fl a-
vors that linger.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 26   

      88   Hahn   2014     Pinot Noir  ( Monterey County ). 
 Warm aromas of red cherries, star anise 

and cinnamon greet the nose with inviting brown 
spice scents on this entry-level bottling. Cinnamon, 
cranberry and black plum show on the palate, along 
with pencil-lead minerality and a tart plum-skin 
fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Millbrook   2013   Proprietor’s Special Reserve  
 Pinot Noir  ( New York ).  Touches of balsamic 

vinegar, violet and wet granite lend complexity to 
this crisp, elegant Pinot Noir. Black cherry and plum 
fl avors are penetrating and pristine, fi nishing with a 
fringe of dusty tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Red Rock   2013   Reserve Winemaker’s Blend  
  ( California ).  A thick wrap of fi ne tannins 

surrounds this extra-dark, inky-colored wine and 
restrains the concentrated dark fruit and dark choc-
olate fl avors inside. This solid wine is dense with 
fl avor and fi rm in texture but does not feel heavy.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Stephen Vincent   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( North Coast ).  The aromas of this full-bod-

ied, dry and sophisticated wine show black olive, 
light smoke and oak. The palate brings fl avors of 
dark cherries and a touch of dark chocolate, with 
fi rm tannins off ering a pleasing texture.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Millbrook   2014   Lollipop Hill Estate Bottled  
 Tocai Friulano  ( Hudson River Region ).  Tropi-

cal fruit and fl oral notes abound on this intensely 
perfumed white. Aged six months in neutral oak, it 
maintains all its fruity, forward charms along with a 
backbone of acidity that’s pert and mouthwatering. 
It’s blossomy bouquet might be a bit overwhelming 
for some.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 28   

      87   Millbrook   2014   Unoaked   Chardonnay  ( New 
York ).  Succulent, sun-ripened mango and 

citrus fl avors drench the palate in this fruity, un-
oaked Chardonnay. It’s straightforward in style, but 
concentrated and punchy. Enjoy now for it’s fresh, 
youthful exuberance.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   
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      87   Millbrook   2013   Pinot Noir  ( New York ). 
 There’s a savory, slightly demure quality to 

this elegant Pinot Noir. The palate is not deeply 
concentrated, but crisp black cherry and plum fl a-
vors are shaded by tones of granite and dried herbs. 
Persistent, fi ne-grained tannins mark a moderate 
fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      87   Peju   2012   Zinfandel  ( Napa Valley ).  This is a 
big, oaky, brawny and tannic version of the 

variety, generous in brown sugar and blackberry 
and plum jam. A piquant seasoning of peppercorn 
dots the midpalate and fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 38   

      86   First Colony   2013   Estate Reserve   Chardon-
nay  ( Monticello ).  With use of 30% new 

French oak and the remainder in neutral barrels, 
this wine off ers aromas of brioche, lemon custard 
and white fl owers on the nose. The ample, rounded 
body is carried by a citrus vein that leads to a but-
tered-popcorn fi nish. There’s just enough acidity to 
keep things lively and balanced.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 24   

      86   Millbrook   2014   Proprietor’s Special Re-
serve   Tocai Friulano  ( Hudson River Region ). 

 Sweet-tart pineapple and apple tones contrast leafy 
swathes of fresh herbs in this savory Tocai Friulano. 
Dry and full bodied, it’s luscious and silky on the 
palate but fi nishes briskly.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      85   Bending Branch   2012   Newsom Vineyard   Tem-
pranillo  ( Texas High Plains ).  Cherries-and-

cream aromas are high-toned on the nose. Sweet 
plastic fl avors mix with additional red berry tones 
on the light-bodied palate, with a toasted note 
rounding out the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 30   

BEST BUYS

      91   Manifesto!   2013   Zinfandel  ( Lodi ).  This deli-
cious Zin has almost everything one could 

ask for. It off ers aromas of spicy oak and enticing 
ripe fruit. Flavors of black cherry and blackberry 
layer over subtle baking spices and smoke, while 
a great texture combines fi ne-grained tannins and 
fi rm acidity. A velvety viscosity helps fl avors linger 
on the fi nish.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 15   

BEST BUYS

      90   Columbia Crest   2013   Grand Estates   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Columbia Valley ).  Cocoa, 

plum and vanilla aromas are followed by creamy-
feeling blue-fruit fl avors that display a mixture of 
fruit and barrel. The barrel infl uence is heavy but 
it’s delicious all the same.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      90   Columbia Crest   2013   H3   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Horse Heaven Hills ).  The oak (40% 

new French and American) is up front, with aromas 
of barrel spices, cocoa and generous amounts of va-
nilla followed by cherries and blue fruit. This wine 
is velvety in feel, displaying a mixture of fruit and 
barrel that carries through the fi nish. The oak infl u-
ence is heavy but the appeal is impossible to ignore.  
 Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      90   Noble Vines   2014   242   Sauvignon Blanc  
( San Bernabe ).  There’s nice restraint on 

the nose of this judiciously priced bottling by the 
Delicato group, with lemon-lime citrus and slightly 
green apple fl esh on the nose. The wine is strongly 
textural once sipped, with sour apple, lime peel and 
riper stone fruit in the background, fi nishing grippy 
and clean.   Best Buy  .  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   
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BEST BUYS

      90   Wente   2013   Louis Mel   Sauvignon Blanc  ( San 
Francisco Bay-Livermore Valley ).  Flinty, 

mineral-like aromas and fl avors lend a complex per-
sonality to this compelling, medium-bodied wine. 
The palate is crisp, dry and citrus-driven, inviting 
another sip and begging for some fresh-shucked 
oysters.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Montevina   2013   Skyland Ridge   Zinfandel  
( Amador County ).  Meaty, spicy accents en-

liven this full-bodied and ripe-tasting wine, adding 
a layer of interest and depth. The aromas and fl avors 
show blackberries and black pepper, while the tex-
ture is smooth and a sense of richness on the linger-
ing the fi nish.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 10   

      89   Parducci   2012   Small Lot Blend   Zinfandel  
( Mendocino ).  This wine has more than the 

typical backbone and texture. Fresh raspberry and 
red cherry fl avors get support from good acidity and 
a heft y layer of almost chewy tannins. It is dry, fi rm 
and well balanced, and is made to accompany food.  
 Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 13   

BEST BUYS

      88   McManis   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( California ). 
 Nervy, herbal aromas and vivid grapefruit 

alongside lemon fl avors make this wine stand out 
from the pack. It is light to medium in body and has 
a crisp, tangy texture and refreshing fi nish.   Best 
Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 10   

      88   Sierra Batuco   2013   Reserva Estate Bottled  
 Pinot Noir  ( Maule Valley ).  Having tasted 

two vintages of this value-priced Pinot, it seems 
this winery is doing things right. Spicy, earthy plum 
aromas set up a plump but balanced palate with 
good acidity. Plum and raspberry fl avors turn more 
woody as this opens.   Pinnacle Beverage Group .  Best 
Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 12   

      87   McManis   2014   Pinot Noir  ( California ).  This 
very attractive, medium-bodied wine em-

phasizes fruit fl avor and freshness along with a live-
ly texture. The raspberry aromas and red cherry fl a-
vors off er plenty of interest, and the balance makes 
it quite appetizing.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11   

BEST BUYS

      87   Mezzacorona   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Vi-
gneti delle Dolomiti ).  Aromas of cassis, un-

derbrush and toast lead the nose on this simple but 
well-made red. The easy-drinking palate delivers 
black currant, raspberry, coff ee and a toasted note 
alongside polished tannins. It’s made to be enjoyed 
young so drink soon.   Prestige Wine Imports Corp . 
 Best Buy  .  — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 9   

      87   Santa Carolina   2015   Reserva   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Leyda Valley ).  Aromas of passion 

fruit, grapefruit, lime and bell pepper are textbook 
for the region. This feels fresh as a whistle, with 
pyrazine-led bell pepper, green bean and lime fl a-
vors. Additional notes of bell pepper, with hints of 
white pepper drive the fi nish on this crisp, refresh-
ing Sauvignon Blanc.   Carolina Wine Brands USA . 
 Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 11   

      86   Barefoot Bubbly   NV   Extra Dry    ( California ). 
 This nice, friendly sparkler shows fresh 

fruit and fl oral aromas, with a soft , foamy texture. 
Appealing apple fl avors and a hint of sweetness 
round out the palate.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 10   
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BEST BUYS

      86 Montevina   2013  Omira Hills   Chardonnay  
( California ).  Pleasant fl oral aromas and 

sunny fruit-bowl fl avors meet light buttery, earthy 
touches in this rather light-bodied wine. This shows 
nice complexity on the palate, with pear, peach and 
apple fl avors.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 10   

      86 Santa Rita   2014  120  Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Central Valley ).  Dry, scratchy plum and 

raspberry aromas come before an energetic palate. 
Loud berry and plum fl avors run quick and bright, 
fi nishing with candy-like cherry fl avors and wham-
bam acidity.   Palm Bay International .  Best Buy  .  
— M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 9   

      86 Terrapura   2014  Pinot Noir  ( Aconcagua Val-
ley ).  Earthy, meaty black-plum aromas 

come with a touch of latex and leather. This is 
plump but lacking in the midpalate, while fl avors of 
herbal plum and currant fi nish mild.   Quintessential 
Wines .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 11   

SPIRITS

93 Speyburn Aged 10 Years 
Highland Single Malt 

Whisky (Scotland; Sazerac Com-
pany, Louisville, KY). Golden in 
color, this smells bright, with 
fresh pear and pineapple aromas 
alongside a faint smokiness. An 
attractive, forward sweetness 
quickly morphs into iodine as-
tringency, fi nishing with lemon 
peel and light smoke accents. It 
feels light on the palate, while the 
brush of peat on the fi nish grows 
in intensity with each sip. Best 
Buy.
abv: 43% Price: $29

89 Glen Moray Elgin Classic 
Port Cask Finish Speyside 

Single Malt Scotch Whisky (Scot-
land; Prestige Wine & Spirits 
Group, Princeton, MN). Aged in 
former Bourbon casks, then fi n-
ished for eight months in Port 
pipes, this rose-gold spirit is 
scented with apple and faint ber-
ry. The palate has a dusty, cocoa-
like feel and a vanilla-forward 
fl avor profi le that complements 
the peat smoke on the exit.
abv: 40% Price: $25

CORRECTION
On page 48 of the November 2015 issue, the wrong re-
view ran with the #42 selection on the list of Top 100 
Best Buys of 2015. The correct review is as follows:

89   MAN Family Wines   2014   Free-run Steen  
 Chenin Blanc  ( Coastal Region ).  Hints of 

lanolin, waxy green-apple skin and lime peel 
add depth to the pear, melon rind and honey-
comb core of this delicious white wine. It’s light, 
refreshing and balanced, with zingy lime-juice 
acidity adding verve to the palate while accents 
of sweet grass and green fi g dance on the fi nish.  
 Vineyard Brands . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11  

      94 Foxen   2013  Fe Ciega Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  From another vintage of 

Billy Wathen home runs comes this bottling from 
friend Rick Longoria’s vineyard. It shows bramble 
berries, elderberries, sagebrush juniper and roast-
ing herbs on the nose. Layers of thyme and dried 
oregano decorate the raspberry juice and pencil-
lead palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 66   

      94 Kynsi   2012  Bien Nacido Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Maria Valley ).  An intricately lay-

ered nose of sagebrush, blood, pencil lead, soy, 
beef jerky, lilac, violet, lavender and tight cranber-
ries shows on this stunning wine from the historic 
vineyard. The palate off ers rounded red fruits and 
cherry tomatoes that tighten around a sagebrush 
core, bolstered by lots of oregano, black pepper, 
dried basil and eucalyptus.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 41   

      94 Melville   2013  Block M Estate   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. 
Rita Hills ).  Plump dark raspberries and ripe 

cherries combine with herbes de provence, slight 
lavender and a slightly gamy quality on this wine’s 
elegant nose. Floral-driven fl avors of hibiscus, rose 
hips and elderfl ower spice up the woody elderberry 
fruit, settling into Mediterranean herbs and a soft  
zing that goes deep into the fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 60   

      94 Papapietro Perry   2012  Nunes Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  This is a lighter 

style of the variety from a stellar vineyard, a crisp 
take on red cherry, dried cranberry and pome-
granate that’s deliciously balanced and sublime. A 
subtle suggestion of oak and spice peeks out on the 
lengthy fi nish, making for a complete, extremely 
quaff able wine.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 56   

      94 Patz & Hall   2013  Jenkins Ranch   Pinot Noir  
( Sonoma Coast ).  This wine comes from a 

vineyard planted in the early 2000s in the Sebas-
topol Hills by Charlie Chenoweth for the Jenkins 
family, a country music trio consisting of Nancy 
Jenkins and her two daughters. It is inviting and 
seductive in black cherry and baking spices. Tightly 
wound, it has nuance and a lingering aft erthought 
of savory pepper and meat.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 60   

      94 Rexford   2010  Brosseau Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Chalone ).  For full review see page 152.  

Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 39   

      94 Thomas Fogarty   2012  Will’s Cabin Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  This 

wine’s incredibly distinct nose of pure fruit shows 
plump raspberries alongside delicate grapeseed, a 
pinch of baking spice and a whiff  of yeast. Though 
the wine is light in color and frame, the palate 
shows lots of earth, tobacco smoke, cherry pits, 
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bouquet garni and rosemary, with refreshing wild 
berry fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 65   

      94   Wayfarer   2013   Paige’s Ridge Estate Grown  
 Pinot Noir  ( Fort Ross-Seaview ).  From a 

section of the vineyard planted to only one clone, 
Paige’s is luscious and velvety, smoothly decadent 
in sanguine, tangy fruit. Full bodied and in balance, 
it suggests a wild note of mint or bay leaf, something 
savory as one would fi nd in a cassoulet or beef stew, 
two things with which it would pair well.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 115   

      94   Wayfarer   2013   Wayfarer Vineyard Estate 
Grown   Pinot Noir  ( Fort Ross-Seaview ).  This 

wine blends all 12 clones of Pinot Noir grown on 
the property, to tremendous eff ect. Sanguine, it 
traffi  cs in pretty pomegranate and cranberry, with 
a quenching taste of kirsch-like cherry. Lightly 
spiced, it delivers an end note of milk chocolate on 
the lengthy fi nish, a stellar, drinkable wine from 
start to fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 90   

      94   Wild Hogge   2011   Pinot Noir  ( Paso Robles ). 
 Unfortunately only available in Bermuda, 

this wonderful bottling shows salted brambleber-
ries, crushed violets, asphalt, rosemary and pin-
pointed fl orality on the fresh yet concentrated nose. 
The palate is zesty and darkly focused, with elder-
berries, stewed plums, thyme and Earl Grey tea. It’s 
quite a complex eff ort.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 34   

      93   Arista   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  For 
full review see page 153.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 44   

      93   Arista   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ). 
 For full review see page 153.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Babcock   2013   Je Ne Sais Quoi   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. 
Rita Hills ).  Plump mulberries and ripe black 

cherries meet with black sage and dark, clove-y 
herbs on the nose of this wine from Bentrock Vine-
yard. The rich, concentrated palate surrounds a 
dense raspberry core, proving quite lively thanks to 
the camphor and sage-like spice that carries deep 
into the fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 60   

      93   Benovia   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 153.  

abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 38   

      93   Brophy Clark   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Maria 
Valley ).  Nearing the 20-year anniversary of 

their winery, career vintners John Clark and Kel-
ley Brophy Clark make solid wines such as this one, 
which shows marjoram, cardamom and crushed 
rose-petal aromas against a pomegranate juice 
frame. It’s lush and lively once sipped, with dried 
strawberries and raspberries lift ed with lavender 

and pencil lead, all fl avors that keep going and go-
ing.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 34   

      93   Ch.igai Takaha   2013   Sono   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. 
Rita Hills ).  Concentrated hibiscus and rose 

petals are cut by an iron minerality and anise char-
acter on the nose of this wine that Greg Brewer and 
Steve Clift on make for a Japanese partner. It’s rich 
on the palate but still just medium weight, showing 
graphite, Asian spices, black peppercorns and lots 
of textural energy and acidic verve on the palate.  
— M.K.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 68   

      93   Dierberg   2013   Drum Canyon Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Iron, black slate. rasp-

berries and snapped sagebrush show on this wine 
from the Dierberg family’s property along Highway 
246. There are ample layers of fruit and spice to the 
palate, with raspberry, pomegranate and hibiscus 
evolving into dried rose petals and a bright fl oral-
ity, proving both quite fl avorful and yet refreshingly 
light.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 52   

      93   Diora   2013   Le Petite Grace   Pinot Noir  ( Mon-
terey ).  For full review see page 153.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      93   El Lugar   2013   Bien Nacido Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Santa Maria Valley ).  Longtime Clai-

borne & Churchill winemaker Coby Parker-Garcia 
releases his own project with exemplary results. 
This bottling shows aromas of cherry leather with 
dried sage, black slate, Earl Grey tea and elderfl ow-
er. There’s amazing herbal and fl oral intricacy to the 
palate, with concentrated cranberry skins, lavender 
and purple fruit fl avors.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 46   

      93   Felten Cellars   2011   Pinot Noir  ( San Luis Obis-
po County ).  For full review see page 154.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 21   

      93   Foxen   2013   Block 43 Bien Nacido Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Maria Valley ).  Fresh rasp-

berry and Bing cherry juice meet with wet black 
slate, rain on cement and toasted sagebrush scents 
on the nose of this block-selection expression. The 
palate opens with ripe red berry, then tightens on 
slightly sour cranberries, with singing acidity down 
the middle and a warmer anise tinge to the edges.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 58   

      93   Fulcrum   2013   Brosseau Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Chalone ).  Hearty aromas of baking spices, 

roasted fennel, ginger and light licorice give nuance 
to dried cherry, cranberry, beef bourguignon and 
sweet onion scents on this wine from the eastside 
of the Salinas Valley. The palate is all about ex-
otic spice, from sandalwood and myrrh to oregano, 

thyme, marjoram and black cardamom, all hanging 
on a lush, dark-fruit core.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 56   

      93   Gary Farrell   2013   Hallberg Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  For full review 

see page 154.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Gary Farrell   2013   Hallberg Vineyard Dijon 
Clones   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  For 

full review see page 154.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 60   

      93   Goldeneye   2012   Split Rail Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Anderson Valley ).  A fresh smell like just-

baked bread and terrifi c fl avors like Bing cherry and 
spiced plums make a great combination in this me-
dium- to full-bodied wine. The texture is fi rm with 
fi ne tannins, but so supple that you hardly notice 
them.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 82   

      93   Goldeneye   2012   Ten Degrees Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  This wine at the top 

of the Goldeneye hierarchy conveys a feeling of el-
egance and full body at the same time. It has spicy, 
toasted oak aromas, ripe and tasty fruit fl avors, a 
rounded texture and full body. Nuances like ripe 
blackberry and black cherry are nicely layered with 
nutmeg and toast for delicious complexity.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 115   

      93   Hahn   2013   SLH Estate Grown & Produced  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  For full 

review see page 154.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      93   Joseph Jewell   2012   Appian Way Vineyards   Pi-
not Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  From a cool 

Forestville vineyard once devoted to apples, Appian 
Way is rich in Goldridge soils, providing a happy 
home to these grapes that off er a core of pomegran-
ate and cranberry, laced in black tea. Light bodied 
without being wimpy, the wine is complex and vel-
vety, fi nishing in nutmeg and ginger.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.94%  Price: $ 46   

      93   Joseph Phelps   2013   Freestone Vineyards Es-
tate Grown   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ).  For 

full review see page 154.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Kynsi   2012   Precious Stone, Stone Corral 
Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Edna Valley ).  Just-ripe 

blackberry forms a tight, centralized core aroma, 
with fl ashes of pencil lead, dried rose petals and 
lavender adding nuance. It’s focused and dark on 
the palate, with grippy pine sap stringing together 
purple fruit, dried cranberry and black pepper fl a-
vors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 62   

      93   Lafond   2011   Lafond Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Smoked plums, incense, 
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potpourri and layers of spiced earth greet the nose 
on this wine from pioneer Pierre Lafond and wine-
maker Bruce McGuire. It’s rich on the palate, with 
boysenberry, sagebrush, sandalwood and aromatic 
wood elements.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Melville   2013   Estate   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. Rita 
Hills ).  Light but plump red strawberry fruit 

mixes with sandalwood, dried sage and thyme on 
this nose of this estate wine from winemaker Greg 
Brewer. Lots of spicy herbals show on the palate, 
from peppercorn and cardamom to thyme and oreg-
ano, giving deeper character to the light red-fruit 
core.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 36   

      93   Melville   2013   Terraces Estate   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. 
Rita Hills ).  Strawberry blossoms are cut by 

a darker undercurrent of juniper, pencil lead and 
redwood on this nose of this wine from a special 
corner of the family estate. A spicy sagebrush ele-
ment on the palate gives nuance to the core of dark 
red berries and black plums, all sizzling toward an 
energetic, tongue-dancing fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 60   

      93   Pali   2013   Huber VIneyard   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. 
Rita Hills ).  Tart, plump cherries show fi rst 

on the nose of this great wine, with pressed violet 
petals, smashed eucalyptus, crushed menthol and 
fresh tea aromas playing background. The tip of the 
palate is soft  with red fruit before a zesty kola-nut 
character invades on a wave of sharp, even ferocious 
acidity, fi nishing up on wild mint herbals.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 58   

      93   Papapietro Perry   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Russian 
River Valley ).  Light, clear and crisp, this 

is a soft , silky wine from several vineyard sources 
within the appellation, robust and rustic on the 
fi nish. Along the way, it exudes exotic hits of dark 
cherry, cola and vanilla, fi nding balance among the 
fruit and lively acidity, providing body without too 
much heat.  — V.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 51   

      93   Papapietro Perry   2012   Leras Family Vine-
yards   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  Ripe, 

fl eshy and opulent, this wine is also balanced and 
light on its feet, cohesive in oak and tannin. Dark 
cherry is the star, accented by anise, cola spice and 
a compelling hint of orange peel. Medium bodied, 
it’ll pair well at the table, while also standing out 
on its own.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 56   

      93   Patz & Hall   2013   Gap’s Crown Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Rich and thick, this is 

an opulent off ering of dark cherry and Asian spice, 
the spice popping on the palate throughout the long 
fi nish. Full bodied, it nonetheless features crisp, 
balanced acidity and a taste of rosemary and lav-

ender, the perfect companion to a butterfl ied lamb 
seasoned the same.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 70   

      93   Poseidon   2012   Primo’s Hill   Pinot Noir  ( Los 
Carneros ).  Aromas like grilled and buttered 

baguette slices and cedar wood and rich fl avors like 
spiced cherry and red currant add up to a very tasty, 
dramatic and full-bodied wine. An enticing com-
plexity, good structure from moderate tannins and 
supportive acidity all contribute to its considerable 
appeal.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Prodigal   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. Rita Hills ). 
 Dense purple fl avors of blueberry, boysen-

berry, lilacs and teriyaki-pepper beef make for lus-
cious concentration on the nose of this wine from 
Stephen Russell’s Quinta Santa Rosa Vineyard. The 
palate shows black pepper, dried oregano, camphor, 
rustic elderberry and a strong raspberry-cranberry 
fruit character.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Rexford   2012   Fambrini Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  For full review see 

page 155.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 42   

      93   Rusack   2013   Santa Catalina Island Vineyards  
 Pinot Noir  ( California ).  One of the most am-

bitious wine projects on the planet, this bottling 
from Catalina Island shows rich complexity on the 
nose, with aromas of red cherries, smoked pork, 
tight graphite, a hint of maple and then violets, li-
lacs and other purple fl owers. The fl avors are soft  
with red and purple fruit, but solidly seasoned with 
anise, black pepper and spicy herbs, with all ele-
ments extremely well integrated.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 72   

      93   Thomas Fogarty   2012   Rapley Trail Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  Supple 

and stark aromas of black raspberry pressed into a 
thin juice along with sanguine iron elements greet 
the nose on this bottling. The palate shows bloody 
meats with anise seed, smoked raspberries and 
purple sage, yet the iron-driven minerality is most 
dominant.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 75   

      93   Thomas Fogarty   2012   Rapley Trail Vineyard 
M Block   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Cruz Mountains ). 

 Strong aromatic wood qualities of cedar and san-
dalwood mix with iron, dried strawberries, cranber-
ries and peppery spice on the nose of this extremely 
specifi c bottling from a block planted in 1983. It’s 
light in body, energetic with spice and tart plum-
skin fruit, and winds up on a very delicate fi nish.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 85   

      93   Three Sticks   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  For full review see page 156.   Edi-

tors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Tolosa   2012   Lily Gil   Pinot Noir  ( Edna Valley ). 
 Aromas of pork au jus with mashed cranber-

ry and pomegranate mesh expertly with sage spice, 
woody forest-fl oor notes, porcini mushrooms and a 
touch of juniper on the nose. The palate off ers lots 
of juniper and anise spice atop a boysenberry core, 
with black slate and graphite minerality.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 65   

      93   Tolosa   2012   Marley Anne   Pinot Noir  ( Edna 
Valley ).  Earth, mud and wet clay are laid 

against a ripe black raspberry frame on this bottling 
from winemaker Larry Brooks. Plenty of life, zest 
and lift  enliven the beautifully spiced palate, with 
bright red cherries, cranberries and purple fl owers 
cut by a line of pencil-lead minerality and a savory 
fennel element.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 65   

      93   Trombetta   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 For full review see page 156.  

abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 45   

      93   Wayfarer   2013   Estate Grown Mother Rock  
 Pinot Noir  ( Fort Ross-Seaview ).  A brood-

ing, savory and smoothly textured wine, velvety 
more than silky, this off ers black tea, truffl  e and 
high-toned cherry. The wine is named for sand-
stone, “mother rock” of the Goldridge soils that are 
so prominent where these vines dig down. Soft , it’s 
also lengthy, a substantial and substantive bottling.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 115   

      92   Adelaida   2013   Estate   Pinot Noir  ( Adelaida 
District ).  An inviting nose of buttery stewed 

cherries and red currants grows even more delicious 
thanks to smoked pork and a black-slate minerality. 
It’s not quite so boisterous on the palate, but it fea-
tures lovely cherry-pie notes, a slight orange-peel 
tang, some eucalyptus and a clean fi nish.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      92   Arista   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Mendocino Ridge ). 
 Big, and bold, this achieves full fl avors and 

body with good balance at the same time. Aromas 
are like grilled bread and baking spices, fl avors re-
semble Bing cherry and cassis, while the texture is 
smooth and lively at the same time. Fine tannins 
mingle with good acidity and persistent fl avors for a 
lingering fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 44   

      92   Asuncion Ridge   2012   Estate   Pinot Noir  ( San 
Luis Obispo County ).  A dark and concen-

trated sandalwood aroma hits the nose on this bot-
tling from west of Paso, alongside strawberries, red 
currants, smoked meats and a gravelly rockiness. 
Licorice, anise and fennel drive the palate, which 
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opens up toward concentrated violets, plum fruit 
and pencil-lead fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 38   

      92   Balletto   2013   Sexton Hill Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Russian River Valley ).  For full review see 

page 156.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Davies   2013   Ferrington Vineyards   Pinot Noir  
( Anderson Valley ).  For full review see page 

157.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 55   

      92   Davies   2013   Nobles Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Fort Ross-Seaview ).  Light and smoothly 

textured, this beautifully craft ed wine is earthy in 
wild strawberry preserves, mushroom and forest 
fl oor. With a tannic grip that subsides in the glass, 
it’s built to age but entirely enjoyable now, showing 
power and concentration on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 55   

      92   Fulcrum   2013   Gap’s Crown Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Made in tiny quan-

tities, this wine opens with aromas of crisp, just-
peeled orange before unveiling silky tannins and a 
bite of oak. Light in color, it builds up layers of dark 
cherry, sage and mushroomy earth as it develops, 
with a substantial kick of texture and weight on the 
fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 60   

      92   Fulcrum   2013   Landy Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Russian River Valley ).  Pungently earthy 

in red strawberry and cherry, this is a seductively 
textured wine from a fi ne vineyard, made in tiny 
amounts. Fresh-cut roses and black tea provide a 
savory element, balancing exuberant fruit and com-
plex notes of cola.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 52   

      92   Goldeneye   2012   Confl uence Vineyard   Pi-
not Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  Subtlety and a 

savory quality help this wine stand out from the 
rest of the Goldeneye lineup. It has meaty, slightly 
peppery aromas along with subtle cherry scents, 
a plush, almost soft  texture and delicious, moder-
ately ripe fl avors like pomegranate and black cherry.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 82   

      92   Goldeneye   2012   Gowan Creek Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  One of the most ripe, 

opulent and unctuous of the Anderson Valley wines, 
this full-bodied bottling smells and tastes like cin-
namon, cherries, milk chocolate and brown sugar, 
but not as sweet as that sounds. The texture is very 
broad and mouth-coating and the alcohol feels on 
the high side, giving a feeling of power with polish.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 82   

      92   Landmark   2013   Escolle Road Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Dark loam 

and a slate-driven minerality restrain the concen-
trated black raspberry and black currant ripeness 
on the nose of this elegant wine, made by a Sonoma-
based group co-founded in 1972 by a descendant of 
tractor-maker John Deere. Lots of eucalyptus and 
purple sage shrubbery on the palate spices up the 
soft , luscious blackberry and olallieberry fruit core.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Last Light   2013   Derbyshire Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( San Luis Obispo County ).  This wine 

from an extreme coastal vineyard is framed by 
earthy notes of turned black loam as well as a cherry 
blossom ripeness, with a laid-back sagebrush ele-
ment and touch of olive. There’s a lot of thyme and 
marjoram on the palate, as well as orange rinds, 
plum peel, barely ripe cranberry fruit and a graphite 
tension.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 34   

      92   Lincourt   2013   Lindsay’s Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  For full review see page 158.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Loring Wine Company   2013   Durell Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Ah, the beauti-

ful fruit aromas, polished texture, ripe but tangy 
fl avors and supreme balance make this an elegant 
and delicious wine. This is not showy, but slightly 
reserved, as very little spicy oak is showing through, 
yet the wine’s vibrance and purity keep begging for 
another sip.    Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Loring Wine Company   2013   Graham Family 
Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ). 

 Elegance and subtlety are the hallmarks of this me-
dium-bodied, ultrasmooth wine. It pulls all the ele-
ments together, from the nervy, red cherry aromas 
to the moderate raspberry fl avors, the great bal-
ance of acid and tannins vs. alcohol, and the velvety 
mouthfeel.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Loring Wine Company   2013   Russian River  
 Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  While 

lower-priced than some of the Loring single-vine-
yard wines, this off ers compelling characteristics 
and complexity. It smells like red and black cher-
ries, black tea and cardamom, and tastes ripe but 
tangy. Full bodied and very fl avorful, it stays well 
balanced by fi rm acidity and fi ne tannins.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 36   

      92   Mansfi eld-Dunne   2013   PeterSon Vineyard   Pi-
not Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Broad and 

welcoming aromas of black cherries, black plums, 
smoked meats and star anise invite the nose like a 
neighborhood barbecue. On the palate, it’s surpris-
ingly zesty, with vibrant acidity and peppery energy 
giving nuance to the raspberry and graphite fl avors.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 48   

      92   Melville   2013   Sandy’s Estate   Pinot Noir  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  A kirsch-soaked cherry 

fruit quality greets the nose on this wine alongside 
espresso darkness, tobacco fl are and a eucalyptus 
twist. The palate shows tart boysenberry as well as 
black slate, crushed coff ee, juniper berries and an 
undeniable earthy quality.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Melville   2013   Verna’s   Pinot Noir  ( Santa 
Barbara County ).  There’s a very candied 

red-cherry quality to the nose of this wine from a 
vineyard that the winery will cease using with this 
vintage, along with sexy aromas of violet, lilac, clove, 
cola, peppercorn and rose. A sage-driven character 
emerges once sipped, giving spice to bright red, 
slightly sour cranberry fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28   

      92   Nuggucciet   2013   Brody   Pinot Noir  ( Santa 
Maria Valley ).  Portraits of dogs on a label 

are rarely encouraging but this winery manages to 
deliver, in this case with fruit-punchy aromas of 
strawberry, red cherry and plum, cut by wet river 
stones and light clove. The palate off ers pomegran-
ate, cranberry, purple fl owers, baking spice and Dr 
Pepper fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 36   

      92   Patz & Hall   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Pungent, spicy earth and cinnamon rise out 

of the wine’s bouquet, inviting one to enjoy a struc-
tured expression of cranberry, raspberry and black 
tea. The tannin structure is well managed and the 
oak strong, yet integrated. Gap’s Crown is among 
the vineyards that fi gure into the blend, along with 
several Dutton family properties. This is fresh and 
focused.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 46   

      92   Pellegrini   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 158.  

abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Sanglier Cellars   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Russian Riv-
er Valley ).  A pure and distinctive fruit fl avor, 

like a blend of rhubarb and blackberry, distinguish-
es this full-bodied but elegant and velvet-textured 
wine. There is little or no new oak infl uence to get 
in the way of the melody of the grapes themselves. 
While the wine is lush and broad in mouthfeel, a 
nice boost of fi ne tannins and fresh acidity keep it 
lively.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 38   

      92   Sinor-LaVallee   2013   Pinot Noir  ( San Luis 
Obispo County ).  Mike Sinor puts most of his 

Bassi Ranch fruit, which grows just 1.3 miles from 
the Shell Beach seafront, into this bottling, which 
shows ginger snaps, iron, cinnamon, strawberry 
fruit and black slate on the nose. The palate is tight, 
focused and driven by rocky minerals, off ering just 
enough cranberry juice to keep it delicious.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   
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      92   Talbott   2013   Logan Sleepy Hollow Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  For full 

review see page 158.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 25   

      92   Talbott   2013   Sleepy Hollow Vineyard Estate 
Grown   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ). 

 For full review see page 159.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Tolosa   2012   Beyond   Pinot Noir  ( Edna Valley ). 
 Roasted beets and beef aromas combine 

with scarlet-red rose petals, peppercorns, black 
clove, cinnamon and nutmeg on the nose of this 
wine. The palate off ers more cinnamon and purple 
fl owers, with herbal lift  from thyme as well as a sol-
idly structurd frame that ensures this bottle will 
last quite a while.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 65   

      91   Balletto   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 160.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 29   

      91   Balletto   2013   BCD Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  For full review see page 

159.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 42   

      91   Black Stallion   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Los Carneros ). 
 For full review see page 160.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Broken Clouds   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma 
Coast ).  This wine drinks qualitatively above 

and behind its low price, delivering light, clear color 
and tangy wisps of cranberry and citrus-tinged min-
erality. With a depth of character that builds on the 
midpalate, it fi nishes lean and crisp, a wonderfully 
elegant expression of the variety.   Best Buy  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 14   

      91   Couloir   2013   John Sebastiano VIneyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Warm aromas of cher-

ries, clove and cinnamon mix with brick, blood and 
sandalwood on the nose of this wine from a vine-
yard on the appellation’s eastern edge. There are 
herbs galore on the palate, particularly anise, as 
well as iron, dried raspberries and a distinctive sa-
vory fruit character.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 52   

      91   Davies   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  The 
palate brings a broad texture, plush mouth-

feel and warm, nearly stewed fruit fl avors in this 
polished and opulent wine. It smells like baking 
spices, tastes ripe and plummy and has a lingering, 
almost sweet fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Davies   2013   Hyde Vineyards   Pinot Noir  ( Carne-
ros-Napa Valley ).  Hyde has fi gured into the 

producer’s sparkling wine production for years, but 
this marks Davies’ fi rst release of still Pinot Noir 

from the stellar site. It opens with tangy acidity and 
a bite of tropical citrus along with black tea before 
unveiling substantial underlying tannins and plenty 
of contained power. A ripe trace of cherry and rasp-
berry lurks along the background, peaking on the 
fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 55   

      91   Foxen   2013   Julia’s Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Santa 
Maria Valley ).  The sanguine and herbal ele-

ments of the appellation shine through on this bot-
tling. Rust, pencil lead, sandalwood and cured cedar 
give nuance to the light cranberry scents. The palate 
is bright and fresh, showing slight strawberry and 
cranberry, cut with graphite and eucalyptus char-
acter.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 64   

      91   Gary Farrell   2013   Gap’s Crown Vineyard Clone 
667 Three Barrel Selection   Pinot Noir  ( So-

noma Coast ).  For full review see page 161.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      91   Gary Farrell   2013   Martaella Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  From the Laguna 

Ridge neighborhood of the larger appellation, this is 
a subtle, fuller-bodied wine that’s silky and refi ned 
in dark cherry, anise and rich earth. Pomegranate 
and cassis play in the background, the fl avors nu-
anced and complex, with a tangy, citrus-tinged fi n-
ish.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 60   

      91   Goldeneye   2012   Anderson Valley   Pinot Noir  
( Anderson Valley ).  This is a taut and trim 

wine, but with plenty of toasted oak aromas and 
rich maple and cherry fl avors to fi ll out its fi rm 
frame. Flavors combine cinnamon, cardamom, plum 
and Bing cherry. The texture is moderately tan-
nic and fi rmly crisp for an attractive, lip-smacking 
quality.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 55   

      91   Head High   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Light in color and sizzling in Asian spice, 

this wine is made by Sam Spencer from a variety 
of top-notch vineyard sites, including Durell and 
Wildcat Canyon, as well as locales farmed by the 
Sangiacomos. Light to medium in body, it features 
soft  texture and well-integrated oak. An element of 
exotic Mediterranean spice never quite lets go atop 
the black cherry and strawberry notes.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Joseph Jewell   2012   Floodgate Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  Perfumed in vio-

let and rose, this wine is spicy in clove and nutmeg, 
a savory sneak that undermines the bright, high-
toned cherry and berry in deliciously devious ways. 
Medium bodied with a tannic bite on the fi nish, it 
off ers the best of both worlds in terms of elegance 
and oomph.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.79%  Price: $ 44   

      91   Kynsi   2012   Stone Corral Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Edna Valley ).  Wet cement, cinnamon, wild 

mint, rust, oregano, cocoa and wild berries show on 
the nose of this wine from a very reliable producer. 
The palate off ers cranberry and pencil-lead fl avors, 
pumped by Earl Grey tea, bergamot and dried-herb 
complexity.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 48   

      91   Migration   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 162.   

abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 38   

      91   Pali   2013   Sangiacomo Roberts Road Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Stemmy in earthy 

pine and clove-like spice, this is a powerfully dense 
and delicious wine. It’s on the higher side in terms 
of alcohol, though doesn’t refl ect it in bouquet or 
taste. Savory dark berry wraps itself around mush-
roomy truffl  es and black tea to linger on the tongue 
through a lengthy, weighty fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 58   

      91   Papapietro Perry   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma 
Coast ).  An earthy, spicy and lean wine, veer-

ing on austere, this is elegant and soft ly layered. 
Wild strawberry, mushroom and forest combine 
with a subtle suggestion of black tea and cinnamon 
to form a delicious experience that’s long-lasting on 
the palate.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 51   

      91   Rexford   2010   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Cruz Moun-
tains ).  There’s an intriguing herbaceous 

character of juniper and chaparral scrub on this 
appellation-blend bottling, along with red currant 
fruit and iron minerality. The palate shows complex 
fl avors of pine sap and eucalyptus oil, orange rinds 
and rosemary against a backdrop of blackberry 
fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Spell   2013   Umino Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  For full review see page 

163.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      91   The Calling   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 163.  

abv:  14.15%  Price: $ 37   

      90   Arista   2013   Perli Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Men-
docino Ridge ).  Fruity, spicy, oaky aromas 

make an instant impression, and tasty, ripe fruit 
fl avors deliver the goods. This full-bodied, lush-
textured and quite fl avorful wine is bold and dra-
matic.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 64   

      90   Clos du Val   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Carneros ).  For 
full review see page 165.  

abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 32   

      90   Cuvaison   2013   Estate Grown   Pinot Noir  
( Napa Valley ).  A light, straightforward and 
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focused wine, 100% varietal, this off ers cranberry, 
mushroom and a complexity of tannin and oak. High 
acidity dances around fresh layers of strawberry 
and raspberry on the palate, with a grippy, cinna-
mon-spiced fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 38   

      90   Davies   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Fistfuls of rustic, pungent earth rise out of 

this silky, complex wine that is sourced from Nobles 
and Spring Hill vineyards. A sauvage element keeps 
it dancing on the edge in terms of balance between 
savory black tea and forest, and crisp, red berry. 
Smooth and soft , it meets a demure end.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Foxen   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Dried 
strawberries, plum and an iron character 

combine for a lush yet balanced nose on this entry-
level bottling from the longtime Foxen Canyon win-
ery. Condensed purple fl owers, ripe olallieberries, 
turned earth and citrus peel show on the energetic 
palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 38   

      90   Fulcrum   2013   On Point   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma 
Coast ).  For full review see page 166.  

abv:  14%  Price: $ 36   

      90   Glasshaus   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Muddled at fi rst, this wine comes around 

to reveal a strong, fl oral component of rose water 
and geranium, staying light and fresh on the palate, 
subtle yet fl avorful. It fi nishes earthy in Asian spice.  
— V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Isabel Mondavi   2012   Estate   Pinot Noir  
( Carneros ).  Medium in build and high in 

minerality, this fruity, dark-cherry wine is tethered 
by sizable oak and tannin. It fi nds its balance mid-
way through, before off ering a substantial fi nish.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 50   

      90   La Follette   2013   Pinot Noir  ( North Coast ). 
 This wine has an almost sweet aroma of 

ripe plums and cherries, followed by a vivid fruity 
fl avor that’s fresh, dry and accented with black 
pepper and clove. Showing great balance from fi ne 
tannins and good acidity and vibrant but not heavy 
fl avor, it will be a versatile and crowd-pleasing pour.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Landmark   2013   Grand Detour   Pinot Noir  
( Sonoma Coast ).  From a mix of vineyards 

within the vast Sonoma Coast, this wine off ers dark 
color, tannic proportions, sizable oak and a touch 
of black pepper and anise, bringing out rich, bold, 
full-bodied fl avor. Concentrated and dense in wild 
strawberry compote, it fi nishes in dried herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Mansfi eld-Dunne   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Santa 
Lucia Highlands ).  A quite dense and brood-

ing nose of boysenberry jam, caramel whiskey and 
black plum opens this powerful bottling. The palate 
is also composed of dark, nearly syrupy fruit, with 
solid grip, bright acid, crushed herbs and a peppery 
spice holding it all together.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 36   

      90   Papapietro Perry   2012   Campbell Ranch   Pi-
not Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Floral and pretty 

on the nose, this coastal Pinot off ers soft  layers of 
wild strawberry and tangy acidity while pushing 
the boundaries of lower ripeness. Lean, it fi nishes 
with a suggestion of earthy mushroom and savory 
tea.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 56   

      90   Papapietro Perry   2012   Charles Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  This wine 

features aromas that are fruity and spicy, but at-
tractively earthy, too. Flavors resemble tart cherry, 
rhubarb and raspberry, without noticeable oak. Me-
dium body and a lively but rounded texture make it 
easy to enjoy while its slightly lean profi le makes it 
extra appetizing.  — J.G.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 56   

      90   Papapietro Perry   2012   Pommard Clones   Pi-
not Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  Earth, spice 

and plum combine around a lean frame that’s dusty 
and sublime in this high-acid wine that features a 
muscular, caramel-laced fi nish. In balance, this is 
lovely and food friendly.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 72   

      90   Sextant   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia High-
lands ).  A rich umami character of smoked 

beef, freshly laid pavement and cola mixes with sour 
cherries and a light raspberry element on the nose of 
this wine. Flavors are quite dynamic, with a punchy 
strawberry-raspberry-sour cherry juice picking up 
complexity from a eucalyptus bite.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Wild Ridge   2012   Annapolis   Pinot Noir  ( So-
noma Coast ).  A new off ering from the 

West Burgundy Wine Group within Jackson Fam-
ily Wines, this wine hails from the wilds of An-
napolis, an extreme outpost of the Sonoma Coast. 
Spicy cardamom marks the entry, along with plum, 
dark cherry, cedar and even a hint of grapefruit, the 
minerality chiseled and clean. Firm tannins mark a 
lengthy, full-bodied fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      89   Adelaida   2013   HMR Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Ad-
elaida District ).  From a historic vineyard 

in a region that rarely grows this grape, this wine 
features a nose with tangy red-fruit punch, concen-
trated pomegranate, crushed violets and a slightly 
sour shred of menthol. The palate shows lots of eu-
calyptus and dried mint along with cranberry fruit.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      89   Boekenoogen   2013   3 Clone   Pinot Noir  ( San-
ta Lucia Highlands ).  This clonal combo from 

a meticulously tended family vineyard shows iron, 
cranberry, strawberry blossoms, sagebrush and a 
wound-up minerality on the nose. Sanguine fl avors 
power the tip of the palate alongside cranberry and 
pomegranate fruit. A suave spiciness of dried mint 
and menthol emerges in the midpalate.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 46   

      89   Dierberg   2013   Dierberg Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Maria Valley ).  There’s a lot of rust 

and blood aromas on the nose of this wine, with 
pencil lead and black slate keeping up that mineral-
driven sensibility. The fl avors are light and earthy, 
with juniper laced across a strawberry-blossom 
core, showing a touch of black olive and crushed 
sage as well.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 44   

      89   Dusk to Dawn   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  This is an impressively priced and 

made new wine, off ering a compelling mix of tart 
cherry and sublime earth around streaks of exotic 
cardamom. Pretty and inviting, it’s tight in crisp 
cranberry and raspberry, fi nishing swift ly and with 
purpose.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 30   

      89   Formation   2013   Estate Grown   Pinot Noir  
( Monterey ).  For full review see page 169.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Kynsi   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Edna Valley ).  Smoked 
cherries and raspberries are spiced with 

pencil lead, oregano and rosemary on this entry-
level blend from an incredibly reliable producer. 
The wine is expertly balanced yet not overly showy, 
with red fruit midpalate and an anise spice charac-
ter throughout.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 32   

      89   Poiema   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia High-
lands ).  A strong forest-fl oor character of 

juniper and damp pine needles blends with slate 
minerality, light cranberry, rose petals and violets 
on the nose of this bottling. The palate is complex 
and intriguingly funky, with composting rose petals, 
Earl Grey tea and stewed-fruit fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Poseidon   2013   Estate   Pinot Noir  ( Los Carner-
os ).  Well balanced, lively and delicious, this 

medium-bodied wine pulls together spicy oak and 
raspberry aromas, compelling and bright fruit fl a-
vors and a lip-smacking texture due to fi ne-grained 
tannins and good acidity.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 32   

      89   Talbott   2013   Kali Hart Estate Grown   Pinot 
Noir  ( Monterey County ).  For full review see 

page 170.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 21   
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      89   William Hill Estate   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Central 
Coast ).  Raspberry, black pepper, graphite 

and the tinge of dried garden herbs touch the nose 
on this widely available bottling from the Gallo 
portfolio. Very even yet growing fl avors of rasp-
berry, sharp pepper spice and pencil lead make this 
wine quite straightforward and good in a simple 
way.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Envolve   2012   Evoke   Pinot Noir  ( Russian 
River Valley ).  A cured meat, salami-like 

bouquet is the curious opening of this wine, mak-
ing it compelling if not entirely varietal, a robust, 
full-bodied expression of rich, ripe red fruit. Oaky 
and burly, it’ll satisfy palates that prefer a concen-
trated style of velvety-textured raspberry compote 
and cinnamon.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 65   

      88   Foundry   2013   Lindsay’s Vineyard   Pinot Noir  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Dense but not overpow-

ering aromas of iron, cherry jelly, dried cranber-
ries and black rocks show on this wine, a combo of 
the Pommard and 2A clones. It’s fairly lush at the 
tip of the sip, with smoked-meat fl avors, but then 
stays reserved down the middle, with pencil lead, 
cranberry fruit and sanguine notes into the fi nish.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 48   

      88   Gracianna   2013   Bacigalupi Vineyard   Pinot 
Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  This wine is 

easy to like at fi rst taste, a heady, interesting com-
bination of ripe, rich red fruit and spicy earth, ac-
cented in black tea and truffl  e. Soft  in texture, and 
from a wonderful grower, it may have gotten overly 
ripe, fi nishing a touch hot.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.9%  Price: $ 52   

      88   Hahn   2014     Pinot Noir  ( Monterey County ). 
 For full review see page 170.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Mooney Family   2013   Boekenoogen Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Fairly 

subdued dark purple and even black fruits mix with 
graphite and violet petals on the nose of this wine 
by Paso Robles-based Michael Mooney. There is 
verve to the palate, with fl avors of black cherry, iron 
and juniper.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.3%  Price: $ 68   

      88   Pellegrini   2013   Olivet Lane   Pinot Noir  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  Young and tightly wound, 

this wine from the family’s Olivet Lane Vineyard is 
reduced and generous in oak and spicy dark cherry, 
its aromas resplendent in rose petal. Layered and 
soft , it’s big on complexity and plush textures, with 
a lengthy, caramel-and cola-laced fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 65   

      88   Proulx   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Central Coast ). 
 Cherry-raspberry notes show on the nose of 

this appellation blend from a Paso producer, along 

with eucalyptus and cedar. The palate is straight-
forward, with cranberry, raspberry, pencil lead and 
a bit of tar.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 26   

      88   Rodney Strong   2013   Estate   Pinot Noir  
( Russian River Valley ).  A feral, somewhat 

sauvage aroma of pungent earth opens this wine, 
followed by notes of bay leaf and mint. Spicy and 
vibrant in red fruit, it is buoyed and balanced by 
acidity that keeps this full-bodied wine from ever 
seeming weighed down. This wine also off ers good 
value.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Siduri   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Made from a selection of high-end vine-

yards otherwise sourced for single-vineyard wines, 
this is a stellar off ering and a steal of a deal for the 
quality, a mix of funky, lightly spiced dark plum and 
black cherry that’s unfussy in its approach. Mouth-
coating, it’ll please a wide range of palates and 
meals.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 32   

      88   Standing Sun   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sta. Rita 
Hills ).  Tight aromas of earthy pencil lead, 

extreme pine aromas and black pepper show on 
the nose of this bottling. It’s tart and bright on 
the wound-up palate, with plum skin, oregano and 
thyme, providing a very focused take on the grape.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 34   

      88   Stemmler   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Carneros ).  From 
multiple vineyard sites in the appellation, 

this wine is a tremendous value, off ering vibrancy 
and complexity in an approachable way. The entry is 
marked by candied raspberry and strawberry, with 
hits of cinnamon and earth. Soft  and easygoing, it 
ends in a rustic knot of tight tannin that resolves in 
the glass.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Testarossa   2013   Graham Family Vineyard  
 Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Valley ).  This is a 

generous, tightly wound vineyard-designate that 
tastes more full-fi gured than it lists in terms of al-
cohol, jammy in dark plum and cardamom. It fi nish-
es with a ripe robustness of dark cherry fruit fl avor 
and hint of earth.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 64   

      88   The Winery SF   2013   Pinot Noir  ( North 
Coast ).  This medium-bodied wine has aro-

mas and fl avors like baking spices and red cherries, 
a fi rm, dry texture, and lots of appeal as a mealtime 
wine. It is well balanced and tasty, but not over the 
top.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Thomas Fogarty   2012   Henry Ayrton’s Block 
Rapley Trail Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Cruz 

Mountains ).  This solidly good block selection shows 
shy aromas of dark red and purple fruit with a touch 

of earth and asphalt. The palate is tart and tight, 
with a bit of sagebrush nuance.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 85   

      88   Tolosa   2013   Clonal Select   Pinot Noir  ( Edna 
Valley ).  This blended study of 2A, 115, 667 

and Pommard clones shows black pepper, red cher-
ry, pressed purple fl owers, eucalyptus and a touch 
of hot asphalt on the nose. The lean and light palate 
conveys lots of dried herbs and raspberry-cranberry 
juice, enlivening the tongue with sourness.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 45   

      88   Weather   2012   Reserve   Pinot Noir  ( Russian 
River Valley ).  Earthy mushroom and forest 

fl oor rise from the opening bouquet of this reserve-
level wine that expresses itself in dense, full-bodied 
layers of dark, bittersweet cherry. Concentrated 
and robust, it fi nishes savory and mouthwateringly 
fl eshy.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      87   August Briggs   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  A funky earthiness characterizes 

this wine from the get-go, an ethereal mix of dirt 
and forest fl oor that’s hard to shake, yet interesting. 
Red cherry and raspberry come into play later on 
the palate, giving the wine a juicy ripeness.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      87   Bogle   2013   Pinot Noir  ( California ).  This 
full-bodied and smooth-textured wine has 

subtle aromas like cinnamon, mint and raspberry. 
Bold fl avors recall ripe plums and dried cherries. A 
soft  mouthfeel is partly due to light tannins.   Best 
Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11   

      87   McManis   2014   Pinot Noir  ( California ).  For full 
review see page 172.   Best Buy  .  

abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11   

      87   Napa Cellars   2013   V Collection   Pinot Noir  
( Carneros ).  There’s a reduced, concentrated 

eff ect to this wine, a bold expression of the variety 
rich in tobacco and black tea, the fruit bittersweet 
and elusive. Tightly wound, it benefi ts from air and 
time in the glass, and will please a Cabernet lover’s 
palate most of all.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      87   Orogeny   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  There’s a ripeness of raspberry wrapped 

in chocolate in this velvety, decadent, thick and vis-
cous wine. Tart on the fi nish, it remains full bodied 
in style on the palate, concentrated and extracted.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 55   

      87   Parker Station   2014   Pinot Noir  ( Central 
Coast ).  A very solid wine for the price, 

this is light in the glass and shows tight cranberry, 
chipped slate and a slight fruit punch element on 
the nose. Cranberry returns on the palate, along 
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with raspberries, black pepper and acidity that cuts 
the rich midpalate.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Sanford   2013   Flor de Campo   Pinot Noir  ( Cen-
tral Coast ).  The nose on this aff ordably 

priced wine from the historic winery is shy, though 
graphite and purple-fruit aromas slowly emerge. 
The palate shows lots of iron and condensed purple 
fl ower fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 23   

      86   Agnitio   2013   Walala Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( So-
noma Coast ).  This is a touch overripe and 

plummy, akin to a puree on the nose. Smoky oak 
lurks behind the fruit, along with a taste of almond 
and tea. In the end, the wine ends robustly and full-
fi gured, with plenty of power and concentration to 
the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 70   

      86   Angel’s Cup   2013   Vineyard Selection   Pinot 
Noir  ( California ).  A surprisingly tasty and 

well-balanced Pinot for this price category, this 
smells lightly spicy and ripely fruity. It feels smooth 
but not overly soft  in texture and has lively, deli-
cious fruit fl avors.   — J.G.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Frostwatch   2012   Pinot Noir  ( Bennett Val-
ley ).  There’s funky earthiness to this other-

wise ripe and full-bodied wine, a taste of raspberry 
and strawberry hulls contributing additional wild-
ness. Cola and dark cherry contribute secondary 
fl avors around moderate acidity.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 40   

      86   MacMurray Estate Vineyards   2013   Pinot Noir  
( Central Coast ).  It takes a while to tease the 

light aromas of violet, plum and wet slate out of this 
wine’s tight nose. The palate is extremely juicy and 
ripe with purple fruits and cola, laced together with 
an iron and graphite minerality.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Myka   2014   Pinot Noir  ( Central Coast ).  Shy 
aromas of cinnamon and cranberry show on 

the nose of this bottling. The palate is light, simple 
and nicely easy to sip, with tart berry and oregano 
spice.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.1%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Picayune   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 Dark and full-bodied in style and taste, 

this savory wine off ers leathery tannins and value 
for the quality. Wild berries rise to the fore on the 
nose and palate, with a fl oral rejoinder and herbal, 
woodsy notes.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 29   

      86   Saint Gregory   2012   Reserve   Pinot Noir  ( An-
derson Valley ).  Full body, a broad texture 

and very ripe fl avors give both heft  and soft ness 
to this cedar- and brown-sugar-scented wine. The 

ample fruit fl avors taste mature and fully ripe, like 
dried plums.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28   

      86   Sostener   2013   Pinot Noir  ( Santa Lucia High-
lands ).  Simple but classy aromas of red 

currant and raspberries show on the nose of this 
bottling from an all-star team of the appellation. 
The palate is light and easy, with tart cranberry and 
a large boost of tannic grip, a surprise for how light 
it feels.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      85   Eagle Canyon   2013   Pinot Noir  ( California ). 
 Easy-going in spite of full body, this warm 

and generous wine is full of ripe fruit fl avors and 
has a smooth texture. The fresh cherry and raspber-
ry fl avors are tasty and satisfying, while very light 
tannins keep the mouth-feel soft .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   

      85   MacMurray Estate Vineyards   2013   Pinot Noir  
( Russian River Valley ).  This is a light, clear 

and straightforward wine, reduced somewhat on the 
nose, and exhibiting a tight, tannic structure and 
backbone of oak. Black cherry and blackberry domi-
nate in fl avor, with a full-bodied feel.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 28   
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      95   Dominus   2012   Napanook Vineyard Estate 
Bottled    ( Napa Valley ).  For full review see 

page 151.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 199   

      94   Chimney Rock   2012   Estate Grown   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Stags Leap District ).  Chewy 

tannins surround an elegant, structured wine, clas-
sic in red cassis, licorice and woody herbs. Power-
ful, it retains balance from start to fi nish, exuding 
the warmth of the vintage with the relative coolness 
of the appellation, marrying the two sides expertly 
together.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      94   J. Davies   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Dia-
mond Mountain ).  For full review see page 

152.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 100   

      94   Pride Mountain   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa County-Sonoma County ).  The pro-

ducer sources from both sides of its bi-county prop-
erty for this lovely concoction, a mouthfi lling mix of 
black pepper, juicy black plum and berry. Intriguing 
and complex, it’s sublimely elegant, with a dusting 
of chocolate shavings on the long, velvety fi nish.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 70   

      93   D.R. Stephens   2012   Moose Valley Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( St. Helena ).  This wine 

is sanguine and elegant despite its full-fi gured 

size. Dried cranberry and cassis play on the palate, 
streaked by an elusive hit of white pepper. Bright 
and dancing in minerality, it fi nishes velvety and 
smooth, just the right amount of toasted oak show-
ing through.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 150   

      93   Falcone   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Central 
Coast ).  Roasted beef and pork aromas are 

interspersed with cherry, blackberry, black currant, 
dried herbs and just enough cooked bell pepper to 
know it’s a Cab. The palate is all about meaty fun, 
like cherry-crusted tenderloin topped with herbed 
béarnaise sauce, fi nishing on rustic elderberry, cigar 
and menthol fl avors.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      93   Goldschmidt   2012   Yoeman Vineyard   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Alexander Valley ).  For full 

review see page 154.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 85   

      93   Hewitt   2012   Double Plus   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Rutherford ).  A small-production, 

estate-grown wine, it conveys a richness of berry 
cobbler, supported by a tension of deep, dark choc-
olate. Tobacco and tea add to the complexity and 
leather-bound-chair feel of things, with structured, 
large-sized tannins adding strength before the fi n-
ish lands soft ly.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 250   

      93   Raymond   2012   District Collection   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Oakville ).  Another of the pro-

ducer’s 100% varietal wines designed to showcase 
a specifi c Napa Valley appellation, this one shines 
in juicy black licorice and dark cherry. Expansive on 
the palate, it’s bright and minerality-driven, with a 
fl ourish of coconut and vanilla on the fi nish.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 85   

      93   Sequoia Grove   2011   Tonella Vineyard   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  For full review 

see page 155.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 90   

      93   Sequum   2012   Four Soil Melange   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  For full review see 

page 155.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 60   

      93   Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars   2012   Cask 23 Estate 
Grown   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ). 

 For full review see page 156.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 245   

      92   Edna Valley Vineyard   2012   Reserve   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Paso Robles ).  Hearty aromas 

of plum and dried black cherries are bolstered by 
warm cedar tones, a touch of tar, crushed pepper-
corns and chopped garden herbs. The palate is com-
plex, with lots of acidity and peppery spice, showing 
fl avors of oregano and marjoram on a base of plum 
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fruit. It’s dense with fl avors but medium in body, 
and very lively.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 45   

      92   Goldschmidt   2011   Plus Game Ranch   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Oakville ).  For full review see 

page 157.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 150   

      92   Jamieson Ranch   2013   Double Lariat Limited 
Production   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Val-

ley ).  For full review see page 158.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 45   

      92   Malk   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Stags Leap 
District ).  This is a dense, juicy and satisfy-

ing wine from start to fi nish, featuring fi nely tex-
tured, soft  tannins around remarkable structure. 
Cinnamon and clove persist through wilder ele-
ments of pencil lead and ripe cassis, showing the 
appellation’s propensity for hitting you from one 
side with power, and from the other side, ever so 
discreetly, grace.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 80   

      92   Michael-Scott   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  Fine-grained tannins cradle 

juicy blackberry and blueberry around a complex 
character of graphite and smoke. Full bodied, the 
wine is nicely balanced, with acidity behind the 
strength, fi nishing with length and grace.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Pride Mountain   2012   Reserve   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Napa County-Sonoma County ). 

 Thick chocolate and tar exude on the nose before a 
palate of tar, leather and tobacco adds to the robust 
mix. Dry tannins aim and deliver on the lengthy 
fi nish aft er a medium-bodied impact of black tea, 
blueberry and black pepper.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 135   

      92   Raymond   2012   District Collection   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Diamond Mountain ).  High-in-

tensity and refl ective of its mountainous heritage, 
this 100% varietal wine is elegant and velvety, de-
spite its thick tannin structure. It off ers equal com-
ponents of berry pie, black pepper and cardamon. 
Smooth on the palate, it’s ready now, well made and 
in balance.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 85   

      91   Amici   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Spring 
Mountain ).  Sanguine in cranberry and straw-

berry, this robust wine holds back on the tannin and 
oak, weaving their stronger tendencies into waves 
of bittersweet chocolate and black tea. Medium to 
full-bodied, it’s both classic and fl ush with ripe 
California fruit.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 125   

      91   Cobblestone   2012   Cobblestone Vineyard 
Reserve   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Atlas Peak ). 

 Lengthy in soft  tannins, clove and cinnamon, this 
wine has a handful of Petit Verdot. An herbal un-
derbrush hints at an elegant backbone, despite 

the huge force of power and weight. It fi nishes in a 
fl ourish of lavender and black licorice.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 52   

      91   Dry Creek Vineyard   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Dry Creek Valley ).  For full review see page 

160.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Duckhorn   2011   Three Palms Vineyard   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  From the pro-

ducer’s now-estate vineyard known worldwide for 
Merlot, this majority Cab does contain 15% Merlot 
and 6% Cabernet Franc as well as 1% Petit Verdot. 
The cooler vintage works wonders here, contribut-
ing to a soft , approachable wine with an underlying 
tension of cherry, cranberry and cassis. It fi nishes 
with a fl ourish of vanilla.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 95   

      91   Galerie   2012   Pleinair   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  Concentrated in raspberry li-

queur and balsamic tanginess, this is a juicy, soft  
and smooth wine, with plenty of structure and com-
plexity. Blackberry coats the palate along with a sa-
vory tip of tobacco and black tea, components that 
linger on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      91   Herencia   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
Valley ).  For full review see page 161.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 65   

      91   Hess Collection   2013   Shirtail Ranches   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Lake County ).  For full review 

see page 161.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Lamborn Family Vineyards   2012   Vintage X 
Proprietor Grown   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( How-

ell Mountain ).  Made by Heidi Peterson Barrett from 
the Lamborn family’s own grapes, this wine refl ects 
its mountain home, densely concentrated in rich, 
blackberry jam and dried herb. Full bodied, it packs 
a punch before showing fi nesse and shocks of dried 
herb on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 100   

      91   San Simeon   2011   Estate Reserve   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Paso Robles ).  Dried red cherries, 

woody elderberry, dried oregano and smoked brisket 
aromas show on the nose of this wine by the Riboli 
family. The palate off ers lavender and other purple-
fl ower extracts along with plums, black cherries and 
lots of tobacco and cigar box complexity.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars   2012   S.L.V.   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  For full review see 

page 163.   
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 125   

      91   The Calling   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Alex-
ander Valley ).  For full review see page 163.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 37   

      91   William Hill Estate   2012   Bench Blend   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  Rich and ripe, this 

has a plushness of red currant and cassis counter-
balanced by blackberry on the underbelly. A well-
hewn texture leans leathery, with seasonings of 
black pepper giving it a piquant and lengthy fi nish.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 60   

      90   August Briggs   2012   Monte Rosso Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Sonoma Valley ).  A 

ripe, soft  and well-integrated package of mountain 
fruit stars in this vineyard-designate, from a site 
high atop the Mayacamas Mountains that is famous 
for Zin. Spicy cinnamon spins itself through husky 
layers of black fruit and leather.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 55   

      90   Black Stallion   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  For full review see page 164.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Black Stallion   2011   Limited Release   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Napa Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 164.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      90   Frank Family   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  Accented by 11% Merlot and 

smaller percentages of Petit Verdot and Cabernet 
Franc, this smooth, oaky wine off ers dark black fruit 
and vanilla, with a swirl of bittersweet chocolate on 
the fi nish. Ready to enjoy now, it’s robustly made 
and in balance.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      90   Hewitt   2012   Estate Grown   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Rutherford ).  This is a smooth, dark 

and rich wine, made from the heart of the appella-
tion in an agreeable year. Balanced, it off ers black-
berry, cassis and a touch of silky texture, fi nishing 
with elegance.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 150   

      90   Jason-Stephens   2007   Monte Bello Road  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Santa Cruz Moun-

tains ).  For full review see page 166.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 70   

      90   JCB   2012   No. 10   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
Valley ).  This is a massively dense, extract-

ed and dry wine, entirely varietal and brooding in 
style. Tobacco and leather form its core, with the 
fruit elusive and pushed backward. Smoky oak pen-
etrates the thick walls of tannin, forming a combus-
tible, lengthy fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 200   

      90   Kendall-Jackson   2012   Jackson Estate   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Alexander Valley ).  For full 

review see page 166.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Lampyridae   2012   Communication Block  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Mount Veeder ).  This 
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100% varietal wine is instantly compelling, ripe 
and juicy in all the right ways, a mix of black and red 
fruit with an herbal underbelly and hits of pepper-
corn. Chalky tannins and a dry fi nish complete the 
picture, while the high amount of alcohol distracts. 
Drink now and beware its potency.  — V.B.  
abv:  16.6%  Price: $ 100   

      90   Mossback   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Chalk 
Hill ).  For full review see page 168.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Oberon   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
County ).  For full review see page 168.     

abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Raymond   2012   Generations   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Napa Valley ).  A blend of 97% Cab-

ernet Sauvignon and 8% Petit Verdot, this wine 
speaks to power, off ering juicy, velvety texture 
around brawny components of leather, coff ee and 
black plum. Concentrated and intense, it needs time 
to open in the glass before pairing with thick cuts 
of meat.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 125   

      90   Signorello   2012   Estate Grown and Bottled 
Unfi ltered   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Val-

ley ).  This powerful wine that also holds 5% Caber-
net Franc shyly packs a punch. At fi rst it comes off  
as elegant, soft  and highly approachable. Faint no-
tions of blackberry and black cherry are highlighted 
amidst a concentrated, tannic build.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.7%  Price: $ 90   

      90   Sterling   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Dia-
mond Mountain ).  This wine is velvety-

smooth and full bodied in cedar, black licorice and 
blackberry jam, and is an approachable wine given 
its mountain beginnings. Compact and concentrat-
ed, it ends with length and plenty of toasted oak.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 65   

      90   Sterling   2012   Platinum   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  Thick like a chocolaty malt, 

this full-bodied, robust wine is big and rich, con-
centrated and layered in tobacco and jam. Despite 
its size, it is drinkable now, with well-integrated 
tannins and a complete fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 70   

      90   Tin Barn   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Sonoma 
Valley ).  A musky, herbal element rises on 

the nose of this wine, a majority varietal, with small 
additions of Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Ver-
dot. Dry and structured, it features soft  waves of 
savory tobacco and tea leaf around crisp cherry and 
clove.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 36   

      89   Hess Select   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( North 
Coast ).  This wine has a dark red color, bold, 

smoky, tobacco-like aromas, full body, generous 

blackberry and dark plum fl avors, fi rm tannins and 
a dry impression overall. It seems to improve and 
show more depth with each sip. Drink now through 
2018.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 17   

      89   J. Lohr   2012   Hilltop   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Paso Robles ).  Bruised plum and pluot 

aromas mix with red rose petals and chipped black 
slate on the nose of this reliable bottling. The palate 
shows slightly sour dried cherries, more lush dried 
blueberries, a bit more tar and a nice twist of to-
bacco.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 35   

      89   Victor Vineyards   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Lodi ).  For full review see page 170.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Ackerman   2011   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Coombsville ).  Made from certifi ed organi-

cally grown grapes, this wisp of a wine is made in 
a quiet style from a cool year and a relatively cool 
area of the Napa Valley. Pencil lead, peppercorn and 
cedar come to mind fi rst and foremost, followed by 
light, juicy notes of classic cassis. Not overly oaked, 
the fi nish suggests chocolate.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 75   

      88   Altvs   2011   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  A dense thicket of dark chocolate is 

prominent in this wine, alongside black raspberry 
and blackberry. Dried herb and pencil shavings also 
make their way through midpalate, atop a soft , ap-
proachable texture and full body.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 75   

      88   Clos Pegase   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
Valley ).  Seamless and soft , this medium-

built expression of clove, tobacco and dark red plum 
off ers integrated tannins and a punch of oak, before 
settling into a whispered fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      88   Dry Creek Vineyard   2012   Endeavour   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Dry Creek Valley ).  There’s 

a smoky, char-like quality to this wine, a blend of 
90% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Petit Verdot. 
Soft  and supple on the palate, dried tobacco and 
cherry intermix, along with leather and coff ee, let-
ting the more savory elements speak loudly. It fi n-
ishes with a hint of sage.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 70   

      88   Goldschmidt   2012   Game Ranch   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Oakville ).  Thick and rich, this 

has saddle and tobacco going on, alongside leather 
and smoke. A meaty, gamy note akin to bacon also 
characterizes the wine, as well as jammy blackberry 
and clove.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 90   

      88   Honig   2012   Bartolucci Vineyard   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( St. Helena ).  There is much to 

enjoy in this vineyard-designate, from grippy tan-
nins to dark, brooding black fruit. Burly, it also 
tends toward barbecue smoke and cigar, a dense 
wine of great power and alcohol, aged entirely in 
new French oak.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 90   

      88   Parducci   2012   Isabella   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Mendocino ).  This is a good, solid wine la-

beled to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the 
Parducci estate. It has robust fl avors, full body and 
a rich layer of tannins to add texture. The fl avors 
are like ripe plums and pomegranate juice. It also 
has good balance and develops an elegant mouth-
feel.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 55   

      88   Sextant   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Paso 
Robles ).  Concentrated strawberry and 

plum blossom aromas are boosted with iron and a 
touch of oak smoke on the nose of this bottling by 
winemaker Steve Martell. The palate shows ripe red 
currant, woody elderberry brush and a shred of as-
phalt.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Stephen Vincent   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( North Coast ).  For full review see page 170.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Terlato   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Ruther-
ford ).  Smooth and spicy, this wine explodes 

in layers of cinnamon and clove dusted in sugary 
plum and black cherry, a powerful weight and de-
gree of ripeness at its core. The fi nish is soft  and 
lengthy in vanilla oak.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 62   

      88   The Girls in the Vineyard   2012   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Red Hills Lake County ).  This is 

a full-bodied and moderately tannic wine, smell-
ing smoky, minty and fruity. It tastes concentrated 
and feels fi rm and nicely tannic on the tongue. Not 
overly ripe, it doesn’t scream for attention but will 
make a really nice bottle for dinner.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 22   

      88   Trece Ranchos   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Rutherford ).  This is a shockingly low price 

for anything from Rutherford, let alone Cabernet 
Sauvignon, but sometimes why ask why? Dusty 
and powerful, it’s well balanced in acidity and black 
fruit, fi nishing in leather and dark chocolate bound 
by leather.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Vinum Cellars   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  From dry-farmed, hillside 

vineyards known for low yields, this is an austere, 
extracted wine, full bodied and yet showing cooler 
aspects of herb, peppercorn, tar, pencil and cedar. 
Chocolate, cassis and cherry come in midway on 



W W W. W I N E E N T H U S I A S T. C O M

W i n e  l i k e  n e v e r  b e f o r e 

NEW
MODEL
TWO

For centuries, it was impossible.

NOW THE CORAVIN REVOLUTION 
IS IN YOUR HANDS.

Introducing the new Coravin™ Model Two - Coravin’s most  

intuitive wine system that gives you the freedom to pour and enjoy a glass

of wine from any bottle, at any time, without pulling the cork.

Using Coravin’s proprietary technology, the new Model Two is the best-in-class 

tool that lets you taste, share, compare and explore wine like never before. 

It’s the revolution that’s opening up an enriching world of possibilities.



BUYINGGUIDE

192  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

the palate, before the wine fi nishes savory and ripe.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 37   

      87   Coomber Family Ranch   2012   Private Reserve  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Rutherford ).  This wine 

has an undeniable barbecue smokiness and curi-
ous suggestion of charcuterie, making for a savory, 
meaty opening. Juicy in blackberry and dark choco-
late, it’s cradled generously in oak, which marks the 
wine’s palate, particularly on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 150   

      87   EOS   2012   Reserve   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Paso 
Robles ).  Plums, purple fl owers and graphite 

characterize the nose on this wine from the produc-
er that’s now owned by the Foley family of wines. 
Spicy cherries and blackberries show on the palate 
long with pencil lead and hints of dried oregano.  
— M.K.  
abv:  15.3%  Price: $ 40   

      87   Judd’s Hill   2011   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
Valley ).  A tart, tight expression that is most-

ly varietal, with additions of Cabernet Franc and 
Merlot, this wine was given 30 months in French 
oak. Soft , integrated tannins wrap around a strong 
sense of tangy cranberry, fi nishing lean.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 50   

      87   Michel-Schlumberger   2012   La Cime   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Dry Creek Valley ).  This wine is 

augmented by small percentages of Merlot, Petit 
Verdot and Syrah, and shows fl avors of candied red 
fruit, integrated tannins and a low presence of oak. 
It fi nishes with a taste of cherry vanilla.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Prominence   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
Valley ).  This is a smooth, thick and tannic 

wine that’s full-bodied, robust and priced to sell. 
Cassis and blackberry both fi gure into the mix, 
along with a fi nish of tobacco and vanilla.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 23   

      87   Rutherford Hill   2012   Limited Release   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Rutherford ).  Structured and 

grippy, this small-production wine off ers the ap-
pellation’s dusty tannins around coconut, vanilla, 
plum and dark cherry. Medium in body and length, 
it shows the ripeness and instant likability of the 
vintage.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 60   

      87   Sequoia Grove   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Napa Valley ).  The winery’s larger-produc-

tion blend of several vineyard sources, given 20 
months in American oak, this wine opens in pun-
gent earth, soy and mushroom, reminiscent of a 
beef bouillon or beef stew. Big tannins surround the 
fruit, accented in black licorice and black coff ee be-
fore fi nishing lean.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 38   

      87   Swanson   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Napa 
Valley ).  This youthful wine shows the exu-

berance of tannin and power of the vintage, fi nding 
its time to unwind. Small percentages of Merlot and 
Petit Verdot fi gure in the blend. Oak, cedar and herb 
jump out most, with faint layers of blackberry and 
black cherry.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 60   

      87   White Oak   2008   Napa Reserve    ( Napa Valley ). 
 A blend of 89% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

11% Merlot, this wine has subtle baking spice and 
a velvety texture of soft , red fruit. With the barest 
minimum of grip on the back palate, it’s ready to 
drink now.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 50   

      86   Circadia   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Califor-
nia ).  Baking spices and almost-sweetness 

come out in the aroma and continue in the fl avors, 
making this a full-bodied and enthusiastically fruity 
wine. The texture is smooth and broad and includes 
some fi ne-textured tannins.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      86   Clos LaChance   2012   Whitestone Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Central Coast ).  From 

vineyards that surround the winery in San Martin, 
this wine off ers stony aromas of black slate and 
earth but only the tiniest bit of plum fruit. Dark 
red-cherry fruits show on the palate along with ce-
dar, and it’s rather light in body though with grippy 
tannins.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      86   Del Carlo Winery   2011   Teldeschi Home Ranch  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Dry Creek Valley ). 

 From the grape-growing family known for old-vine 
Zinfandel, this wine comes from the eastern foot-
hills of the appellation, the vines settled into well-
draining, rocky soils. Floral on the nose, it enters 
into a gaminess on the palate, dusted in pencil lead, 
blackberry and herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 30   

      86   EOS   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Central 
Coast ).  Brisk tobacco and red fruit aromas 

mesh with sanguine iron and cola notes on the nose 
of this appellation blend. The fl avors are quite rusty, 
with fresh plum, sour cranberry and a bit of pencil 
lead.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 20   

      86   Kuleto Estate   2012   Estate   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( Napa Valley ).  While this wine is 

a majority varietal, it blends in Syrah, Malbec, 
Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot, each co-
fermented with the Cab. The tannin weight is pro-
nounced, adding to the richness and concentration 
of blackberry jam and black pepper, the tannins 
leathery and lengthy.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      86   Paris Valley Road Cellars   2012   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( California ).  There is a nice cherry 

core and exotic spice aromas on the nose of this 
blend of 83% Cabernet Sauvignon, 11% Merlot, 
3% Cabernet Franc and 3% Malbec, mostly from 
the Chalk Knoll Vineyard in San Lucas. The palate 
is dense and spicy, with rich vanilla-laden cherries 
and savory tobacco smoke.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Robert Mondavi   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Oakville ).  A majority varietal, this widely 

distributed wine also contains Cabernet Franc, 
Malbec and Petit Verdot. Dense and fl at on the pal-
ate, it dances in bay leaf and black cherry, fi nishing 
with more herb around a tight fi st of ripeness.  — V.B.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 55   

      86   Yardstick   2012   Ruth’s Reach   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( Napa Valley ).  Candied fruit and 

oak combine on the palate for a smooth ride in this 
medium-weight wine, priced attractively given the 
quality. A bittersweet hint of tobacco greets the fi n-
ish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 30   

      85   Longevity   2011   Vintner Select   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Livermore Valley ).  Big and bold 

in body, earthy in aroma and showing ample fruit 
fl avors, this assertive and high-alcohol wine packs 
quite a punch in texture, too. The impact of lots of 
tannin is apparent in the astringency.  — J.G.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 40   

      85   Louis M. Martini   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Sonoma County ).  Herbal and juicy, this is a 

straightforward, larger-production wine with a grip 
of tannins supporting waves of coconut and red and 
black berry. It’s well priced for the quality and is a 
good choice for everyday enjoyment.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      85   Wellington   2010   Mohrhardt Ridge Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Sonoma County ).  An 

earthy rusticity marks this wine, soft  in black cher-
ry, with a rich, smooth texture and grippy, tongue-
coating fi nish of leathery tannin.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

CABERNET FRANC

      92   Sol Rouge   2011   Cabernet Franc  ( Lake Coun-
ty ).  The aroma of this sleek and polished 

wine has hints of fl owers and dark chocolate, while 
fl avors suggest Bing cherries dusted with cocoa. 
Most impressive is the texture that is fi rm and re-
freshing, but also luxurious. While very fl avorful 
and concentrated, it’s not to heavy or too tannic.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 32   

      91   Duckhorn   2011   Cabernet Franc  ( Napa Valley ). 
 The grapes for this wine hail from esteemed 

sites, including Three Palms and Cork Tree, and 
their good farming shows. Cherry and cassis aromas 
and fl avors provide the wine with vibrancy, while 
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well-structured tannins and a juicy core balance 
each other out. The oak is integrated and the fi nish 
long.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 70   

      91   Michael David   2013   Inkblot   Cabernet Franc  
( Lodi ).  For full review see page 162.  

abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 35   

      91   VGS   2011   Cabernet Franc  ( Mount Veeder ). 
 Inky dark, this is a combination of herb and 

chocolate, with a side of violet-infused blackberry 
puree. Soft  and structured, the wine stays light on 
the palate and lean, fi nishing in a puff  of tobacco.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 80   

      90   Casa Nuestra   2011   Estate   Cabernet Franc  
( Napa Valley ).  Intensely herbaceous with a 

woody characteristic and touch of green olive, this 
estate-grown wine off ers tight-grained tannins and 
a lift  of acidity around deeper notes of cassis and 
chocolate. From a vineyard in St. Helena, it shows 
the relative coolness of the vintage.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 48   

      90   Cooper-Garrod   2013   Francville Vineyard  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Santa Cruz Mountains ).  Or-

ganically grown on a west-facing vineyard, this wine 
shows root beer, cherry cola, sandalwood, dried 
purple fl owers, incense, pencil lead and dill on the 
dynamic nose. The palate is quite interesting, with 
black pepper, red cherry and red rose-petal fl avors.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 43   

      90   Pech Merle   2012   Cabernet Franc  ( Alexander 
Valley ).  For full review see page 168.  

abv:  14.15%  Price: $ 49   

      90   Peju   2011   Reserve   Cabernet Franc  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 168.  

abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 115   

      89   Brave & Maiden   2013   Estate   Cabernet Franc  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Ripe blackberry, leath-

er and soy show on the nose of this solid bottling 
from a relatively new producer in the heart of the 
Santa Ynez Valley. Fruit-forward fl avors of red and 
purple berries rise to the top of the palate, but there 
is also a tannic density powered by pencil lead and a 
spicy acidity.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 45   

      88   Merryvale   2012   Cabernet Franc  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  This is a dense, rich and soft  wine, 

mostly Cab Franc, with 13% Petit Verdot, 4% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and 3% Malbec. The PV shows 
through in the wine’s thickness and color, followed 
by fl avors of caramel, graham cracker and billowing 
campfi re. The power is intense.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 90   

      88   Vinum Cellars   2011   The Scrapper   Cabernet 
Franc  ( El Dorado ).  Spicy aromas suggest 

nutmeg, cinnamon and toasted oak, with ripe, jam-
my fruit nuances. The wine has plummy fl avors, full 
body and fi rm tannins, with a heft y, sturdy feel on 
the palate that will stand up to equally heft y pro-
teins.  — J.G.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 30   

      87   Meadowcroft    2013   Giles Vineyard   Cabernet 
Franc  ( Sonoma Valley ).  A 100% varietal 

wine, and the producer’s fi rst vintage thereof, this 
is a juicy and leathery Cab Franc, soft  and straight-
forward in plum and raspberry, with a layering of 
baking spice on the fi nish. Restrained, it’s a nice one 
for the table.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 32   

      86   Kunde   2012   Wine Club Selection   Cabernet 
Franc  ( Sonoma Valley ).  Thick in bittersweet 

tannins, akin to tobacco, this is a big, full-bodied 
wine with a richness of raspberry and blackberry 
that becomes juicy on the midpalate before fi nish-
ing lean.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 42   

      85   Cairdean Estate   2011   Acquaintance Vineyard  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Coombsville ).  This 76% 

Cabernet Franc and 24% Malbec blend pushes the 
coolness of the vintage and the appellation in its 
extremely herbal, woody nose, a taste of bell pep-
per rising midway through its lean palate. It fi nishes 
round and soft .   — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 84   

      85   Cosentino   2013   The Franc    ( Lodi ).  Maple syr-
up and brown-sugar fl avors are easy to de-

tect in this ripe, full-bodied and just slightly sweet 
wine. Those fl avors come from aging in new oak bar-
rels or with oak add-ins, and will taste attractive to 
some and overdone to others.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

MERLOT

      92   San Simeon   2011   Estate Reserve   Merlot  
( Paso Robles ).  Dense and luxurious aromas 

of oak-laden red currants, blueberry, peppercorns 
and melted dark chocolate greet the nose on this 
hearty bottling. The fl avors are lighter than the nose 
suggests, yet the silky texture evolves quickly to de-
liver plenty of espresso bean, vanilla, blueberry and 
blackberry elements, all clinging to a strong tannic 
structure.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Frostwatch   2012   Merlot  ( Bennett Valley ). 
 This appellation has shown great promise 

with the variety and this wine demonstrates why. 
Aromas and fl avors of dried and baked plum center 
on a juicy, soft  core, accented in pencil shavings and 
cedar. Red cherries and a long fi nish complement 
the whole.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 32   

      89   Chacewater   2012   Organically Grown Grapes  
 Merlot  ( Sierra Foothills ).  A fantastic cinna-

mon and red pepper character helps this full-bodied 
wine stand out from the crowd. It also has tasty 
cherry and plum fl avors and fi rm tannins, but the 
spicy candy personality makes it unique and memo-
rable.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 21   

      89   Chatom Vineyards   2010   Merlot  ( Calaveras 
County ).  Classy, complex aromas and fl a-

vors make this full-bodied contribution from the 
Sierra Foothills quite attractive and interesting to 
drink. It smells like baking spices and cedar shav-
ings, tastes fruity like cranberries and adds a good 
amount of acidity and fi rm tannins to fi rm up the 
texture.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 23   

      89   Flora Springs   2013   Merlot  ( Napa Valley ). 
 With just a handful of Malbec, this wine 

takes time to open before becoming juicy, herbal 
and elegant, expressive in tobacco and black tea. 
The tannins fi ne and dry.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Beaulieu Vineyard   2012   Maestro Collection  
 Merlot  ( Carneros-Napa Valley ).  From the 

cooler climes of Carneros, long a good match for the 
variety, this wine off ers sanguine notes of cranberry 
on the nose, before developing a soft , fl avorful core 
of dusty cinnamon and baked plum.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Boeger   2013   Merlot  ( El Dorado ).  Fresh-
smelling and generous in fl avors, this full-

bodied wine tastes like plums and black cherries 
with hints of dried herbs. A savory, almost meaty 
quality makes it rather serious and complex in a 
good way.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Kenefi ck Ranch   2012   Estate Grown   Merlot  
( Calistoga ).  A mushroomy underbelly lies 

beneath a layer of leather and graphite, making for a 
tight, dry wine with sizable tannin structure. Pow-
erfully concentrated, this wine holds 10% Cabernet 
Sauvignon and is not for the faint of heart.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 50   

      88   Standing Sun   2011   Camp Four Vineyard   Mer-
lot  ( Santa Barbara County ).  This intriguing 

bottling shows the cool vintage’s infl uence. The 
nearly vegetal nose conveys snapped twigs, mulch, 
red cherry and cracked pepper, and the palate shows 
similar characteristics, proving light in density. It’s 
lively, but may confuse those seeking a rich red.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 18   

MALBEC

      89   Rodney Strong   2012   Estate Vineyards   Mal-
bec  ( Alexander Valley ).  Rich in oak and tan-
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nin, this wine delivers big fl avors of blackberry and 
plum, supported by rounded layers of soft  acidity 
and mouthfeel. Dark in color, it’s a bold wine with 
plenty of personality and power.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Hendry   2013   Hendry Block 14   Malbec  ( Napa 
Valley ).  Grippy blackberry and licorice 

wrap around an intriguing bouquet of Italian deli 
meats and spices, with sinewy tannins and unob-
trusive oak. Given over a year in 40% new French 
oak, it proff ers a subtle hit of pepper on the fi nish.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 29   

      88   Merryvale   2012   Malbec  ( Napa Valley ).  A soft  
and layered expression of dense black cher-

ry, chocolate and spicy tobacco, this is easy to enjoy 
and approachable, rich and round. A taste of black 
licorice dots the fi nishing moments.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 75   

      88   Sequoia Grove   2012   Malbec  ( Napa Valley ). 
 Brawny, with a bite, this wine off ers juicy 

blackberry and black cherry, along with Cab-like el-
ements of clove that give spiciness. Medium bodied 
and well integrated, it was aged entirely in neutral 
oak, allowing the fruit to shine.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 44   

      87   Kunde   2012   Destination Series   Malbec  ( So-
noma Valley ).  Tightly tannic, this 100% va-

rietal wine comes from the producer’s family estate. 
It’s big in blackberry fruit and oak, the tannins gen-
erous on the palate. Ripe, plush plums fi gure into 
the fi nish, the wine bound to appeal to fans of Zin-
fandel for its robust nature.  — V.B.  
abv:  145%  Price: $ 35   

      86   Paro   2013   Mounts Vineyard   Malbec  ( Dry 
Creek Valley ).  Meaty, brawny and substan-

tial in every way, this powerfully robust and full-
bodied wine is soft ened somewhat by fl oral notes 
of violet and lavender on the nose. Tannin and oak 
overpower the licorice and blueberry that lurk, fi n-
ishing bittersweet.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 35   

SYRAH

      94   Clos Solène   2013   Hommage A Nois Pairs 
Reserve    ( Paso Robles ).  An extremely dark 

wine, with purple bubbles, this blend of 94% Syr-
ah, 4% Grenache and 2% Roussanne expresses the 
essence of dark, extracted fruit all around. The nose 
shows blackberry puree, fresh lilacs, lava rocks and 
background pepper and vanilla. The palate is rich 
with espresso bean, violets, lavender and dried 
blueberries, lift ed by minty herbs and peppery 
spice.  — M.K.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 95   

      94   Melville   2013   Verna’s   Syrah  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  This is likely the last vintage from 

this vineyard, which the family winery seemingly 
mastered in this bottling. There’s an underlying 
umami-driven smoked meat backbone to the nose 
that also shows bold cherry blossom, olallieberry, 
pepper, dried herbs and blackberry-soy sauce. The 
palate is complex yet doesn’t overpower, with bits 
of purple fl owers, blueberry, black pepper and men-
thol.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 28   

      94   Red Car   2011   Vivio Vineyard   Syrah  ( Bennett 
Valley ).  Black and white pepper pop from 

the glass in this cool-climate, cool-vintage wine 
that retains just enough power around lacy acidity. 
A bouquet of violets rises on the nose before the 
palate off ers spicy, lean bursts of meat, leather and 
black licorice. Made in small amounts, this wine is 
well worth seeking.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Barbieri   2010   Rodney’s Vineyard   Syrah  ( San-
ta Barbara County ).  Extreme black-pepper 

spice meets with cola, violet, wet asphalt, forest 
fl oor and very tight elderberry fruit on the nose 
of this wine by Rome-raised somm-turned-wine-
maker Paolo Barbieri. The pepper drives the palate 
along with dried oregano, thyme, dill and marjoram 
against a boysenberry fruit frame.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 46   

      93   Chamisal Vineyards   2012   Califa   Syrah  ( Edna 
Valley ).  There’s tremendous black-fruit 

density present on the fi rst whiff  of the wine, with 
olallieberry jam and milk chocolate dusted with 
clove powder, yet also a graphite-driven lightness. 
The palate rides the line expertly between ripeness 
and tartness, with fresh boysenberry fl avors and 
dried oregano, altogether excellently spiced.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Melville   2013   Estate   Syrah  ( Sta. Rita Hills ). 
 Bacon fat, blackberry jam and black pepper 

combine for a classic and inviting nose on this bot-
tling from the family-owned winery and winemaker 
Greg Brewer. The palate is dynamic with tart boy-
senberries, chipped dark chocolate, crushed pep-
percorns, a bit of char and beef tar, plus a rich mole-
ancho chile element that keeps on giving.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 32   

      93   Montemaggiore   2011   Paolo’s Vineyard Estate 
Grown   Syrah  ( Dry Creek Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 155.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 38   

      93   Rideau   2013   Daliet Reserve   Syrah  ( Santa 
Ynez Valley ).  For full review see page 155.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 70   

      92   Bien Nacido   2012   Syrah  ( Santa Maria Valley ). 
 A lighter, tightly wound take on the grape, 

with boysenberry, black pepper and a smoky pork 
umami character slowly emerging on the nose, this 

fresh wine will last a while. The even-handed palate 
shows vanilla and blueberry notes, steadily solving 
toward a savory though crisp fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 55   

      92   Lafond   2012   Hilltop Ranch Vineyard   Syrah  
( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Dried raspberries and 

leathery blackberry fruit get added character from 
violets on the nose of this single-vineyard bottling 
from winemaker Bruce McGuire. The palate shows 
lots of peppercorns and mint in its aromatic core, 
which is laid across tightly restrained blackberry 
fruit fl avor.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 28   

      92   Standing Sun   2012   Sky Rocket/Guitar Road  
 Syrah  ( Santa Barbara County ).  A collabora-

tive project between winemaker John Wright (who 
throws concerts at his Buellton facility), Counting 
Crows singer Adam Duritz and artist Felipe Molina, 
this excellent wine shows squeezed blueberries and 
aromatic violet and lavender on the nose. The com-
plex palate combines ripe purple fruit with tar and 
chopped mint.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 100   

      91   Belden Barns   2012   Estate Grown   Syrah  ( So-
noma Mountain ).  This new producer starts 

with estate-grown, mountaintop fruit from the 
Bennett Valley side of Sonoma Mountain to craft  
an inky, leathery wine that’s full bodied and dense. 
Juicy in blackberry and smoked meat, it shows 
promise in the glass, evolving into a soft , peppery 
fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 42   

      91   La Diligence   2010   Stagecoach Vineyard   Syrah  
( Napa Valley ).  This Rhône-inspired red from 

a great site takes a lovely, light-hearted approach 
to the variety, capturing its ability to conjure black 
olive tapenade and savory, leathery texture while 
keeping the ripeness of the fruit more elusive. Al-
ready given a respectable amount of time in bottle, 
it’s enjoyable now and for years to come.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 48   

      91   Lafond   2011   Lafond Vineyard   Syrah  ( Sta. Rita 
Hills ).  The nose on this wine is delicate at 

fi rst but then opens up quickly into ripe blackberry, 
marionberry jam, asphalt and grapeseed oil aromas. 
It’s juicy on the palate, with ripe black cherries and 
wild berries, but clings to a graphite character in 
the core as well as a bit of espresso-bean bitterness.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Balletto   2012   Syrah  ( Russian River Valley ). 
 For full review see page 164.  

abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Fess Parker   2012   Rodney’s Vineyard   Syrah  
( Santa Barbara County ).  Smoke meets game 

on the nose of this wine from a vineyard named af-
ter Fess Parker’s late son-in-law, along with blue-
berry and asphalt aromas. The fl avors are rich and 
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dense, with blackberry, tart boysenberry and more 
smoked meat, proving the perfect pairing for hearty 
fare.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 49   

      90   Graziano   2012   Syrah  ( Mendocino County ). 
 Great structure meets abundant fruit fl a-

vors in this big but well-balanced wine. The aromas 
are like Bing cherries and dark-roast coff ee, while 
fl avors recall dark chocolate and boysenberries. 
While obviously tannic and robust in texture, it 
seems to melt in the mouth for a smooth and linger-
ing fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Krutz   2012   Stagecoach Vineyard   Syrah  
( Napa Valley ).  A fruity bouquet of dark 

plum and blueberry is prominent in this 100% 
varietal wine, from a mountainous vineyard site 
known for tannic strength. The power is there but 
it’s nicely managed, allowing the velvety texture and 
a balance of weight to shine through, topped off  on 
the fi nish in dried herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Montemaggiore   2013   Paolo’s Vineyard 
Estate Grown   Syrah  ( Dry Creek Valley ).  A 

young, 100% varietal and estate-farmed wine, this 
is a soft , thick and dusty gathering of chocolate and 
blackberry jam, fi lled in with wild game and leather. 
Robust and still tightly wound, it needs to open in 
the glass to unveil further complexities of texture 
and black pepper.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 38   

      90   Peju   2012   Syrah  ( Napa Valley ).  For full re-
view see page 168.  

abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 38   

      90   Prospect 772   2012   The Brawler   Syrah  ( Cala-
veras County ).  This luscious, fl avorful and 

mouthcoatingly rich wine smells like ripe strawber-
ries, and tastes almost like blackberry jam. It does 
a good job of balancing lots of ripe and nearly sweet 
fruit fl avors with fi rm tannins and has a rich and 
lingering fi nish. It’s high in alcohol and fl avor.  — J.G.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 36   

      89   Epiphany   2012   Colson Canyon Vineyard  
 Syrah  ( Santa Barbara County ).  Extremely 

dense blackberry, black peppercorns, asphalt, grape 
candy and violets show on the nose of this wine 
from a vineyard on a hillside north of the Santa 
Maria Valley. The palate packs in-your-face tannins 
and density, with fl avors of black cherry, blueberry 
and blackberry. Give it time, then serve with the 
heartiest fare.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 40   

      89   Lafond   2012   SRH   Syrah  ( Sta. Rita Hills ). 
 Toasted herbs, pressed violets, cola and a 

touch of tar frame the nose on this wine from pio-
neer Pierre Lafond and winemaker Bruce McGuire. 
The palate off ers purple-fl ower candy fl avors, with 

light elderberry juice and a lift ing clove-meets-mint 
character.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 23   

      88   Archium   2013   Faction   Syrah  ( Santa Ynez Val-
ley ).  A tight nose of boysenberry and pep-

per shows on this wine from a boutique, artistically 
labeled SoCal wine project by Ian Sergy and Zach 
Jarosz. The palate is light and texturally intriguing, 
with fl avors of squeezed berries and crushed orega-
no, showing bright energy on the sip.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      88   Chacewater   2012   Syrah  ( Sierra Foothills ). 
 Lots of smoky, toasted-oak aromas and 

tight, dark fruit fl avors meet a fi rm and very tan-
nic texture and dry mouthfeel in this full-bodied 
wine. Too intense to enjoy now, this will need until 
at least 2018 to turn more smooth and drinkable.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 21   

      88   Dutton Estate   2012   My Father’s Vineyard  
 Syrah  ( Russian River Valley ).  Soft  and silky, 

this wine off ers a minty, herbal hint of eucalyptus 
on the nose, followed by layers of tobacco, vanilla 
and rich, creamy dark chocolate, making it an ac-
quired taste at fi rst. Full bodied, it settles in the 
glass, revealing more sophisticated elements of 
raspberry and dark cherry.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 40   

      88   Lampyridae   2012   Syrah  ( Mount Veeder ). 
 Rich but not overly dense, this 100% vari-

etal wine from a vineyard known also for Zinfandel 
and Cabernet Sauvignon is wickedly generous in 
chocolate mocha, full bodied yet balanced. It fi n-
ishes in a fl urry of black pepper and leather.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 65   

      87   Tolosa   2012   Estate   Syrah  ( Edna Valley ).  A bit 
light and tight on the nose, this shows con-

densed strawberries and dried beef aromas before 
diving into a palate of purple berries. It’s an easy-
drinking, well-made wine for everyday sipping, just 
not showing much extra pop.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 32   

      86   Tin Barn   2012   Coryelle Fields Vineyard   Syr-
ah  ( Sonoma Coast ).  From a cool site high 

above the coastal town of Jenner, this 100% vari-
etal wine is made in small amounts and given al-
most two years in French oak, only a quarter of it 
new. Intense, it exudes baked and dried fruit fl avors, 
along with chewy, meaty layers of texture and con-
centration.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 27   

GRENACHE

      92   Gershon Bachus   2008   Hesperus   Grenache  
( Temecula Valley ).  The fi rst harvest from 

the De Portola Vineyard, this aged wine shows a 
mysteriously inviting character on the nose and pal-

ate. Aromas of cinnamon, strawberry jam on toast, 
mace and plums lead into a palate decorated by 
cherry and berry juice mulled by licorice and san-
dalwood.  — M.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 40   

      92   Miner   2012   Hudson Vineyard   Grenache  ( Napa 
Valley ).  Light in color and clear, this 100% 

varietal wine from a prime spot in Carneros known 
better for Pinot Noir and Chardonnay dances in the 
glass, a celebration of fl oral violet aromas and faint 
white pepper. Restrained and elegant, it’s plenty 
spicy and fresh, fi nishing with just the right amount 
of red cherry.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Anglim   2012   Grenache  ( Paso Robles ).  Rose 
petals, red currants, red licorice and a bit of 

snapped sage stick entertain the nose on this bot-
tling, which can be sampled at the producer’s down-
town Paso tasting room. Earl Grey tea, dried orange 
rind and dried violets play on the palate, which cuts 
the elderberry fruit with sharp, slightly bitter cher-
ry pits.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 38   

      89   Amador Foothill Winery   2012   Estate Bottled  
 Grenache  ( Shenandoah Valley ).  This full-

bodied wine has a rather light color. Aromas seem 
roasted and savory rather than fruity, leading to 
attractive spicy, meaty, almost mushroomy fl avors. 
The texture is on the lean side, moderately tannic 
and quite dry.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Archium   2013   Haven   Grenache  ( Santa Ynez 
Valley ).  Bing cherries and cranberries are 

spiced with black cardamom on the slightly cough-
syrupy nose of this wine. Iron and blood fl avors 
show on the palate, with dried red cherries and rose 
petals.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 42   

      89   Calavera Wines   2013   Dalton Vineyard   Gr-
enache  ( Calaveras County ).  Not your usual 

dark and superripe California wine, this is light 
in color with a brick-brown edge. It smells lightly 
spicy, almost like salt and pepper, and tastes dry, 
beefy and also a bit like raspberries and black tea. 
It’s a great change of pace and very interesting to 
taste.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Carucci   2013   Murmur Vineyard   Grenache  
( Santa Maria Valley ).  Whiff s of white pep-

per and fresh young pine trees give nuance to the 
supple raspberry and wild red-berry fruit aromas 
on the nose of this bottling. It’s light in body and 
texture once sipped, so throw a chill on it to enjoy 
the nice anise notes, juniper character and pome-
granate backbone.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 38   

      89   Rideau   2013   Estate Reserve   Grenache  ( San-
ta Ynez Valley ).  Very light in the glass, this 
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wine shows cola, dried strawberries, dried rose pet-
als, sagebrush and a rustic leather element on the 
nose. The palate off ers lots of dried herbs, from 
oregano to sage to marjoram, as well as Earl Grey 
tea, all against a light raspberry-cranberry juice 
frame.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 38   

      88   Chamisal Vineyards   2012   Grenache  ( Edna 
Valley ).  Vivacious cola and pomegranate 

fruit gain complexity with lava-rock minerality, 
cigar box and woodfi re ash on the nose of this ap-
pellation blend. The palate off ers perfumy purple 
fl owers and blackberry, quite quaff able though not 
especially complex.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 38   

PETITE SIRAH

      92   Epiphany   2012   Rodney’s Vineyard   Petite 
Sirah  ( Santa Barbara County ).  Concentrated 

but fresh aromas of black cherries and blueberries 
mesh with hot black gravel and nose-tickling lilacs 
on this wine by the Fess Parker family. Dark choco-
late, peppery spice, black cherry syrup and mocha 

fl avors shine on the robust, rich and delicious pal-
ate.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 32   

      92   Le Vigne   2012   Di Ranchito Vista   Petite Sirah  
( Paso Robles ).  Extremely spicy on the nose, 

with clove, black cardamom, gingerbread and more 
baking spice, this bottling also shows aromas of 
concentrated hibiscus, soy sauce and beef teriyaki. 
A black-rock minerality powers the palate, along-
side buttered cherries, charred beef, pipe smoke, 
fudge and lift ing menthol fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Edmeades   2012   Petite Sirah  ( Mendocino 
County ).  There is nothing petite about this 

wine. It shows an opaque red-black color, concen-
trated aromas full of blackberry and cedar, then 
fl avors like pomegranate juice and blackberry jam, 
without being sweet. All this density and intensity 
will help it age. It will improve if allowed to age in a 
cool place until at least 2020.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Klinker Brick   2012   Petite Sirah  ( Lodi ).  This 
wine pumps up the jammy fruit fl avors of 

the grape variety. It packs in the typical thick but 
fi ne tannins, and also contributes spicy complexi-

ties like cardamom and black pepper that lend it an 
extra dimension. The oak fl avors seem very intense 
but there is so much grapy richness that the wine 
remains powerfully balanced. Drink now through 
2020.  — J.G.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Santa Cruz Mountain Vineyard   2012   Pierce 
Ranch   Petite Sirah  ( San Antonio Valley ).  As 

a counterpoint to fruit-driven takes on this historic 
California grape, this bottling shows the variety’s 
shrubby side, with aromas of wild peppercorns, 
woody elderberries and olallieberries. Flavors are 
extremely earthy and restrained, with oregano, 
thyme and incense, proving quite elegant and never 
boisterous.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Naggiar   2011   Estate   Petite Sirah  ( Sierra 
Foothills ).  An exuberant boysenberry jam 

aroma and richly layered berry and dark chocolate 
fl avors give lots of taste pleasure to this full-bodied 
and impressively textured wine. It’s a monster in 
terms of tannin and impact on the taste buds, but 
not over the top in alcohol. Best to drink from 2018 
to 2025.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 29   
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      88   Tines   2013   Petite Sirah  ( Paso Robles ).  Pro-
duced by the Terravant facility in Buellton, 

this shows lots of smoked pork and bacon fat against 
a boysenberry-fruit frame on the nose. Flavors are 
quite sanguine, with iron and blood elements, as 
well as more smoke and some dried herbs.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 32   

      87   EOS   2013   Petite Sirah  ( Paso Robles ).  Dried 
red cherries and lighter cranberries mix with 

black slate on the nose of this wine from a longtime 
regional label, now owned by Bill Foley. The palate 
shows lots of iron and bloody meats, along with 
dried cranberries and elderberries.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 20   

      86   Rosenblum   2011   Heritage Clones   Petite Sirah  
( Contra Costa County ).  Meaty, smoky fl avors 

mark this dark and full-bodied wine, adding a layer 
of interest to the ripe blackberry and black-pepper 
notes underneath. The color is extremely dense and 
the tannic texture stops just short of extreme.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

      85   EOS   2012   Brohaugh   Petite Sirah  ( Paso Ro-
bles ).  Dried black fruits, cedar, tobacco and 

just a few dried purple fl owers show on this wine’s 
slightly sour nose. The palate is a bit fl at, with pur-
ple berries, tar and tobacco fl avors that come and go 
quickly.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

ZINFANDEL

      95   Robert Biale   2013   R.W. Moore Vineyard   Zin-
fandel  ( Coombsville ).  For full review see 

page 151.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 50   

      94   Pulchella   2013   Mercenary Reserve 25   Zinfan-
del  ( Monterey ).  For full review see page 152.  

abv:  16%  Price: $ 50   

      94   Robert Biale   2013   Grande Vineyard   Zinfandel  
( Napa Valley ).  A vineyard along the Silvera-

do Trail in Napa, not far from the winery, Grande 
was planted in 1920 and is still farmed by the origi-
nal farmer’s family, Dorothy and Tony Rossi. Here, 
it off ers structure and elegance despite a brooding 
weight and power, the fl avors leaning toward black-
berry and licorice.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Bella   2012   Big River Ranch   Zinfandel  ( Alex-
ander Valley ).  For full review see page 153.  

abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Chacewater   2013   Made with Organically 
Grown Grapes   Zinfandel  ( Sierra Foothills ). 

 For full review see page 153.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 33   

      93   Proulx   2012   Zinfandel  ( Paso Robles ).  This 
wine’s judiciously restrained nose shows 

black fruits and dried herbs, with asphalt and fo-
cused rather than exuberant fi g and plum aromas. 
There is lots of minty lift  at the tip of the palate, 
which opens toward Mission fi gs, fudge and mocha.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 30   

      93   Robert Biale   2013   Falleri Vineyard   Zinfan-
del  ( Calistoga ).  From a vineyard planted in 

1924 in the northern reaches of the Napa Valley, 
Falleri is a tiny-production wine that’s soft , supple 
and generously juicy and fruity. Boysenberry, black-
berry and a trace of crisp red fruit combine around 
a core of earth, dotted by a fl oral bouquet. The fi nish 
is long and leathery.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 62   

      93   Tres Sabores   2012   Zinfandel  ( Rutherford ). 
 From the producer’s dry-farmed estate 

vineyard, this elegantly powerful wine opens in 
cracked black pepper, dried herb and cedar, con-
tinuing the peppery theme on the palate. Black 
cherry and high-toned blackberry combine with the 
more savory elements, with an overall soft ness of 
texture and lengthy fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 38   

      92   Bella   2012   Lily Hill   Zinfandel  ( Dry Creek Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 157.  

abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 40   

      92   Boeger   2014   Walker   Zinfandel  ( El Dorado ). 
 Brilliant strawberry and raspberry aromas, 

bright and eff usive fruit fl avors, and a sense of 
freshness and purity make this wine from one of El 
Dorado County’s oldest wineries a pleasure to drink. 
It’s full bodied, has a smooth texture, mild tannins 
and a lingering fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 20   

      92   Rotta   2013   Osso Balenda Vineyard   Zinfandel  
( Paso Robles ).  Intoxicating aromas of plum 

jelly, violets, blueberry, chocolate and cinnamon are 
cut with a pencil-lead focus on this bottling by a 
family in the Paso wine game since 1908. Flavors 
of blackberry jelly are lift ed by lavender and anise 
spice.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Carol Shelton   2013   Monga Zin Lopez Vineyard 
Old Vine   Zinfandel  ( Cucamonga Valley ).  Hail-

ing from vines planted in 1918 when the Los Angeles 
area was the state’s top vineyard zone, this bottling 
shows elegant blackberry meringue, lavender chif-
fon and hedonistic fudge on the nose. Purple fl owers 
also show on the palate, as do Earl Grey tea, plum 
rinds and black-pepper notes.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 21   

      91   Ghost Pines   2013   Winemaker’s Blend   Zinfan-
del  ( Sonoma County-San Joaquin County ). 

 For full review see page 161.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      91   High Valley   2012   Zinfandel  ( High Valley ). 
 There is something special about this beauti-

fully balanced wine. It has the ripe and fruity fl avors 
that are expected, but they are attractively reserved, 
and the fi rm tannins don’t overwhelm the creamy 
texture. It will be great for a special occasion now 
through 2019.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      91   Manifesto!   2013   Zinfandel  ( Lodi ).  For full re-
view see page 171.   Best Buy  .  

abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 15   

      91   Midnight   2012   Estate   Zinfandel  ( Paso Robles 
Willow Creek District ).  For full review see 

page 162.  
abv:  16.9%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Robert Biale   2013   Black Chicken   Zinfandel  
( Napa Valley ).  The producer’s most popular 

and widely made Zin has a loyal following, and this 
vintage merits further admiration, off ering soft , 
plummy juiciness on the palate. Not over-oaked, it 
sparks with black pepper, fi nishing with elegance.  
— V.B.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 45   

      91   Robert Biale   2013   Old Kraft  Vineyard   Zinfandel  
( St. Helena ).  From an historic site replanted 

and restored to new heights, this wine has good 
grip and high-octane fruit that plays on the palate, 
veering from jammy to juicy and back again. Anise 
and black pepper linger on the lengthy fi nish, with a 
touch of smoky oak and toff ee.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.8%  Price: $ 50   

      91   Sobon Estate   2012   Cougar Hill   Zinfandel  ( Cali-
fornia ).  For full review see page 162.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Sobon Estate   2013   Rezerve   Primitivo  ( Amador 
County ).  For full review see page 163.   Edi-

tors’ Choice  .  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Terra d’Oro   2013   Home Vineyard   Zinfandel  
( Amador County ).  For full review see page 

163.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Beauregard   2012   Beauregard Ranch   Zin-
fandel  ( Ben Lomond Mountain ).  From an 

extremely coastal 13-acre vineyard in Bonny Doon 
that was replanted in 2005, this wine shows black-
cherry jelly candies on the nose alongside wild mint, 
white sage and black olive. The palate is more as-
phalt and tar-laden, but with blueberry, violet and 
uncrushed peppercorn fl avors that make it quite 
tasty.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 35   
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      90   Carol Shelton   2013   Wild Thing Old Vine   Zin-
fandel  ( Mendocino County ).  For full review 

see page 164.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Cedarville Vineyard   2012   Estate   Zinfandel  
( El Dorado ).  A very well-built and elegant 

dinner wine, this smells like boysenberry and black 
pepper. It tastes nicely reserved and almost meaty, 
with moderate tannins to add grip to the texture. It 
should pair nicely with a roast or braise.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Four Vines   2012   The Sophisticate   Zinfandel  
( Sonoma County ).  This wine, combined 

with 10% Petite Sirah, impresses in grip and soft -
ness, off ering big, rich waves of raspberry, cinna-
mon and allspice, before unveiling a leathery fi nish. 
An all-around likable wine, it’s ready to enjoy now.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Gracianna   2013   Bacigalupi Vineyard   Zinfan-
del  ( Russian River Valley ).  From the mar-

quee vineyard just down the road, known better for 
Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, this ZInfandel has 5% 
Petite Sirah blended in. Combined, they off er earthy 
and fl oral elements on the nose before a juicy palate 
of red fruit enters. A touch of olive plays off  the bit-
tersweet fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 44   

      90   Graziano   2012   Zinfandel  ( Mendocino Coun-
ty ).  Somehow this wine is bold, full bodied 

and superripe—yet balanced, sleek and structured. 
Tart, vibrant fruit aromas like raspberry and cran-
berry are followed by rich, almost sweet strawberry 
and red cherry fl avors. A layer of fi ne tannins adds 
grip to the mouthfeel, and fi rm acidity keeps every-
thing from being heavy.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Ironstone   2013   Reserve Old Vine   Zinfandel  
( Lodi ).  For full review see page 166.   Edi-

tors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Murphy-Goode   2012   Liar’s Dice   Zinfandel  
( Sonoma County ).  Perfumy, this lusty Zin is 

also structured and juicy, off ering plenty of jammy 
blackberry and cherry to keep a palate coming back 
for more. Powerfully built, it’ll stand up to chunks 
of meat very well.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 21   

      90   Pellegrini   2012   Zinfandel  ( Sonoma County ). 
 Made with just 10% new oak and in both 

American and Hungarian barrels, this wine cel-
ebrates both juicy red plum and raspberry, off ering 
sizable power in an elegant package. Soft  tannins 
and measured acidity maintain a freshness in the 
glass, with a nuanced, easygoing fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Rusack   2013   Estate   Zinfandel  ( Ballard Can-
yon ).  From century-old grapevines found 

on Santa Cruz Island, this bottling off ers concen-
trated raspberry and a touch of strawberry, lift ed 
by eucalyptus and lavender notes. The palate is en-
livening, with tight cranberry fruit, elderfl ower and 
pencil-lead fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 45   

      90   Sextant   2013   Zinfandel  ( Central Coast ). 
 This wine from San Ardo Ranch in the San 

Lucas appellation wins against Zins twice the price. 
Black cherry and blackberry aromas meet with sen-
suous lilacs and wet asphalt on the nose. The pal-
ate’s cherry juice front quickly turns to tobacco, 
dried blueberry and a tarry, dried-berry fi nish.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 16   

      90   Shannon Ridge   2012   High Elevation Col-
lection   Zinfandel  ( Lake County ).  Aromas 

like spiced apple and brown sugar lead to luscious 
fruit and spice fl avors and a plush texture in this 
medium-bodied wine. It has the richness and near-
sweetness that can pair well with slowly cooked 
meats and mildly spicy dishes, but sips well on its 
own as well.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 23   

      90   Sobon Estate   2013     Zinfandel  ( Fiddletown ). 
 For full review see page 169.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Terra d’Oro   2013   Zinfandel  ( Amador Coun-
ty ).  This big-boned wine has smoke and 

brown-sugar aromas, ample and delicious raspber-
ry and blackberry fl avors, fi rm tannins, supportive 
acidity and a lingering fi nish. While full bodied, it’s 
well balanced and will taste great with big proteins.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Charles B. Mitchell   2013   Reserve Green Vine-
yard   Zinfandel  ( El Dorado ).  Unapologeti-

cally sweet and luxuriously fruity, this wine is like a 
blackberry pie in a glass. It will be just the thing to 
serve as dessert, or to warm up a cold evening. It’s 
full bodied, very thick and smooth in texture, and 
has a lingering fi nish like that of a Port.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Michael David   2013   Earthquake   Zinfandel  
( Lodi ).  This showy wine has maple syrup 

aromas, extremely ripe and almost unctuous fl a-
vors, lots of spicy oak infl uence and full body. While 
it off ers a lot of fl ash, it also has lots of substance 
underneath. A velvety, grippy texture owes a lot to 
layered tannins, and a base note of ripe berries car-
ries through the fi nish.   — J.G.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 26   
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      89   Montevina   2013   Skyland Ridge   Zinfandel  
( Amador County ).  For full review see page 

172.   Best Buy  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 10   

      89   Parducci   2012   Small Lot Blend   Zinfandel  
( Mendocino ).  For full review see page 172.  

 Best Buy  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 13   

      89   Rusack   2013   Santa Catalina Island Vine-
yard   Zinfandel  ( California ).  This ambitious, 

against-all-odds island project with ancient grape-
vines is showing promising results, in this case 
off ering smoked meats, hard spice and very tight 
purple fruit on the nose. The palate is tart with 
cranberries and raspberries, with a pencil lead and 
earth character, proving quite interesting if not en-
tirely Zin-like.  — M.K.  
abv:  50%  Price: $ 72   

      89   Tin Barn   2012   Los Chamizal Vineyard   Zinfan-
del  ( Sonoma Valley ).  This wine skirts the 

boundaries of ripeness, veering close to an extreme 
edge. Aged in American oak, 25% of it new, it’s he-
donistic and jammy in raspberry cobbler, brown 
sugar and baking spice, intense and tart, with a dry, 
peppery fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.6%  Price: $ 29   

      88   EOS   2012   Wolcott Single VIneyard   Zinfandel  
( Dry Creek Valley ).  Prunes, dark earth and 

vanilla-mocha spice show on this wine’s nose. The 
palate is framed by richness, with purple fruit and 
blueberry fl avors benefi ting from a dusting of choc-
olate.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Lusso Della Terra   2013   Zinfandel  ( Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District ).  Black plums 

and Mission fi gs stewed with cinnamon, cloves and 
vanilla make for an intriguing nose on this bottling 
from a longtime Italian winemaking family. The 
palate shows cola, black cherry, coff ee bean and 
dark chocolate, though proves quite grippy with a 
structure that will let down its guard with patience.  
— M.K.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 32   

      88   Murphy-Goode   2012   Reserve   Zinfandel  ( Al-
exander Valley ).  Concentrated in toasted 

marshmallow and juicy blackberry, this is a large, 
full-bodied wine marked by puckering tannins that 
still need time to resolve. Powerfully built, it’s big 
on fl avor and intensity, with vanilla on the fi nish.  
— V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 40   

      88   Murphy-Goode   2012   Snake Eyes   Zinfandel  
( Alexander Valley ).  Cherry-vanilla and boy-

senberry jam combine around a ripe, lush and full-
bodied wine, ideal for smoky, grilled foods. Smooth 
tannins make it enjoyable now and accessible to 

many palates, though be mindful of its power and 
intensity.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Sbragia   2012   Gino’s   Zinfandel  ( Dry Creek 
Valley ).  Made from a majority of Zinfandel 

with tiny amounts of Carignane and Petite Sirah, 
Gino’s is big, rich and straightforward, with a touch 
of dried herb and dark plum surrounded by accents 
of oak. Powerfully robust, it’ll need a rich meat dish 
to stand alongside.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 34   

      88   Sobon Estate   2012   Rocky Top   Zinfandel  
( Amador County ).  Let’s call it a highly styl-

ized but nonetheless attractive wine. A sweet, spicy 
oak character fl oods the taste impressions, the body 
is full, and the texture fi rm but smooth. Enticing 
notes of orange zest, cinnamon and vanilla—almost 
sweet—dominate the smells and fl avors.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Sol Rouge   2012   Zinfandel  ( Red Hills Lake 
County ).  Full bodied, yet polished and rath-

er complex in fl avor, this wine has a ight color with 
an auburn rim, with aromas like wild berries and 
underbrush. Flavors blend plum and prune with sa-
vory touches like tomato and herbs.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      88   Tin Barn   2013   Gilsson Vineyard   Zinfandel  
( Russian River Valley ).  From a vineyard 

planted in 1950, this wine is rich in ripe cherry and 
vanilla, with a full-bodied, jammy smoothness that 
makes it pleasant to drink. From the warmer side 
of the appellation, it is concentrated and structured 
through the meaty, peppery fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.6%  Price: $ 29   

      87   EOS   2012   Algunas Dias Single Vineyard   Zin-
fandel  ( Paso Robles ).  Red fruits, barrel 

smoke and chipped slate make for an intriguing al-
though not entirely integrated nose on this single-
vineyard bottling. The palate shows red berries, wet 
clay and hints of anise.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 35   

      87   Gravelly Ford   2012   Zinfandel  ( California ). 
 A very fruity, very well-behaved wine, this 

gushes raspberry and cherry fl avors, has a fresh, 
clean and just slightly tangy texture and moderate 
tannins. It will be a crowd-pleaser and a good match 
with diff erent dishes.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 12   

      87   Oak Farm Vineyards   2012   Wegat Vineyard  
 Zinfandel  ( Lodi ).  Ripe fruit aromas and fl a-

vors ooze from this full-bodied but silky-textured 
wine. It tastes like a late-harvest style, with cherry 
and blood orange fl avors, and seems well-suited for 
kicking back by the fi re aft er a meal, eating chunks 
of cheese.  — J.G.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 29   

      87   Peju   2012   Zinfandel  ( Napa Valley ).  For full 
review see page 171.  

abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 38   

      86   Charles B. Mitchell   2013   Reserve Goltz Vine-
yard   Zinfandel  ( El Dorado ).  Full bodied and 

completely mature, this is saturated with ripe fl a-
vors. It has enough fi rm tannin for a gripping tex-
ture and brings a sense of completeness for some-
thing this bold. It tastes like sweet blackberries and 
boysenberries, yet is dry.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 25   

      86   Charles B. Mitchell   2013   Reserve Harde Vine-
yard   Zinfandel  ( El Dorado ).  An earthy, aged 

aroma, very dark color and fl avors like raisins and 
Port add up to a good aft er-dinner wine to try with 
chocolate, cheese or a cigar. Sweetness is evident, 
concentration, too, and full body is a given in a late-
harvest style like this.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 25   

      86   Cosentino   2013   The Zin    ( Lodi ).  This is a 
full-bodied and intensely fruity wine with 

jammy aromas and ripe cherry and raspberry fl a-
vors. It is smooth textured and has soft  tannins, so 
the eff ect is easygoing in spite of high alcohol.  — J.G.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Whiplash   2013   Zinfandel  ( Lodi ).  This wine 
tastes like a superripe, late-harvest and 

lavishly oaked version, so that all the aromas and 
fl avors seem to be in overdrive. It smells like cinna-
mon and vanilla, tastes like strawberry jam, and has 
a little white pepper in the fi nish.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Wood Family Vineyards   2012   Muy Bueno   Zin-
fandel  ( Livermore Valley ).  Very fruity, ripe 

and extremely full bodied in terms of alcohol, this 
exuberant wine has abundant cherry and herbal 
fl avors and a smooth, juicy texture. With very little 
tannin and all that fruitiness, it should be a crowd-
pleaser.  — J.G.  
abv:  15.9%  Price: $ 32   

RED BLENDS

      95   Clos Solène   2013   Harmonie    ( Paso Robles ). 
 Thick aromas range from blueberry and oth-

er dense black fruits to fudge, concentrated purple 
fl owers and nose-tickling baking spice. The palate 
on this blend of 62% Grenache, 28% Syrah and 
10% Mourvèdre is rich and luxurious, with more 
blueberries, tarragon, chocolate ganache, black-
loam minerality and a Sichuan pepper element that 
makes the tongue tingle.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.9%  Price: $ 85   

      94   Justin   2012   Savant    ( Paso Robles ).  Lush 
and lavish in all the right ways, this blend 

of 70% Syrah, 21% Cabernet Sauvignon and 9% 
Petite Sirah shows vanilla cream, clove chiff on and 
blueberry pudding on the nose. The palate packs 
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more blueberry fruit as well as black pepper, graph-
ite, espresso bean and toasted sage, all framed by a 
solid structure of tooth-coating tannins.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Kaleidos   2012   Morpheus    ( Paso Robles ). 
 Rich notes of black currant, black cherries, 

pressed violets and a shred of tar show on the nose 
of this wine by Steve Martell of Sextant. The small-
batch blend of 83% Syrah, 13% Grenache and 4% 
Mourvèdre mixes concentrated berries with dark 
chocolate, espresso beans, peppercorns and crushed 
herbs on the palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 38   

      93   Kynsi   2012   Nocturnum Commemoration Cu-
vee    ( San Luis Obispo County ).  An intriguing, 

eye-opening blend of Grenache and Pinot Noir, this 
shows stewed strawberry, black cardamon, clove 
and wet slate on the nose. Flavors of deeply ripe 
strawberries mesh with black pepper, soy, potpourri 
and dried purple fl owers on the juicy but tight pal-
ate.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 39   

      93   Paraducci Wine Cellars   2012   Coro Mendocino  
  ( Mendocino ).  For full review see page 155.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Sequoia Grove   2011   Cambium    ( Napa Valley ). 
 For full review see page 155.  

abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 125   

      92   Anglim   2012   Best Barrel Blend    ( Paso Robles ). 
 A well-named wine from vintner Steve An-

glim, this blend of 33% Grenache, 33% Syrah, 33% 
Mourvèdre and 1% Viognier is indeed great, with 
aromas of licorice, pencil lead, iron, black raspber-
ry, black pepper and a touch of tobacco smoke. The 
palate is powered by boysenberry, cracked pepper, 
a touch of asphalt and then a very lift ing wild-mint 
character.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Le Vigne   2012   Ame de la Vigne    ( Paso Robles ). 
 Dried cherries, cocoa dust, fl inty gunmetal, 

worn leather and pressed rose petals show on the 
nose of this blend of Petite Sirah, Syrah and Gre-
nache. The palate surrounds a dense core of minted 
blackberry fruit, with lift ing dill and a chunk of 
fudge rounding out a very nice fl avor set.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 41   

      92   Louis M. Martini   2012   No. 254 Rte. 29   Mer-
itage  ( Napa Valley ).  A smaller-production 

off ering, this wine contains a majority of Cabernet 
Sauvignon with additions of Merlot, Cabernet Franc 
and Petit Verdot. Bright on the nose in dark cherry 
and grenadine, it expresses tight, grippy tannins 
along with an herbal, sage-like underbrush, struc-
tured to the end.  — V.B.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 65   

      92   Sculpterra   2012   Statuesque    ( Paso Robles ). 
 This ripe but fresh blend of 34% Cabernet 

Sauvignon, 34% Syrah and 32% Petite Sirah shows 
blackberry-blueberry syrup as well as cedar and 
smoked pork on the nose. The palate off ers rich and 
tasty fl avors of olallieberry pie cut by a graphite-
driven minerality.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 40   

      92   Standing Sun   2012   Wild Mouse/Cowboys  
  ( Santa Barbara County ).  This project of 

Standing Sun winemaker John Wright, Count-
ing Crows frontman Adam Durtiz and artist Felipe 
Molina rises to the occasion, with aromas of black 
pepper, olallieberry, bloody meats and lavender. The 
palate shows cola, Dr Pepper, exotic Indian spice 
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and bright acidity, proving lively and lovely as it 
culminates in a black-pepper fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 100   

      92   Westerly Vineyards   2010   Fletcher’s Red  
  ( Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  A balance 

of blueberry-chiff on ripeness and asphalt tightness 
is enhanced by spearmint and cola notes on the 
nose of this blend from eastern Santa Ynez Valley. 
The palate shows generous black fruit against a re-
strained tannic frame of tobacco and cedar.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      92   Wild Hogge   2010   Moongate    ( Paso Robles ). 
 It’s too bad that this blend of 75% Zinfan-

del, 12% Cabernet Franc and 13% Syrah is only 
found in Bermuda. Elderberry, tobacco and blue-
berry-stuff ed chocolate power the dense nose, yet 
the palate shows a fresh lightness, with mint and 
menthol lift ing the cherry juice and tannic grip that 
structures the sip.  — M.K.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 34   

      91   Asuncion Ridge   2012   Salacious    ( Paso Robles ). 
 Juniper, rose petals, pomegranate fruit and a 

cherry cola with mint character shines on this nose 
of this blend of 49% Grenache, 36% Mourvèdre 
and 15% Syrah. The palate shows dried sour cher-
ries, lively acidity, more cola and exotic Indonesian 
spice.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Brophy Clark   2013   G-S-M  ( Santa Ynez Valley ). 
 Ripe blackberry, smoked pork and black sage 

aromas show on the nose of this blend of 51% Gre-
nache, 45% Syrah and 4% Mourvèdre. There is lots 
of energy on the sip, with lighter olallieberry fl avors 
mixing with savory teriyaki, black peppercorn and 
Sichuan pepper spice.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 26   

      91   Brutocao   2012   Coro Mendocino    ( Mendocino ). 
 For full review see page 160.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Chacewater   2012   Gwin    ( Lake County ).  For full 
review see page 160.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 33   

      91   Jason-Stephens   2011   Estate   Meritage  ( Santa 
Clara Valley ).  For full review see page 161.  

abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 34   

      91   Kaleidos   2012   Osiris    ( Paso Robles ).  Dense 
aromas of red cherry, cola, root beer, concen-

trated hibiscus, iced coff ee and crushed herbs deco-
rate the nose of this blend of 54% Grenache, 39% 
Syrah and &% Mourvèdre. The rounded, complex 
palate shows leathery, dried plums, roasted beef 
tips, soy sauce and herbes de provence.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ NA   

      91   Lorenzi Estate   2011   Bordello    ( Temecula Val-
ley ).  Dense black currants, plum, beef jerky, 

dark chocolate and licorice show on the rich nose of 

this Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Mer-
lot blend. Flavors of dried blueberry, toasted sage 
leaves, thick vanilla and hints of clove swirl into a 
luxurious sip.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 42   

      91   Left  Bend   NV   Mashup Solera V. 1    ( Santa Cruz 
Mountains ).  A perfectly named wine, this is 

a 50% Syrah, 46% Cabernet Sauvignon and 4% 
Cabernet Franc blend with equal quarters from the 
2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 vintages. Aromas of pur-
ple fl owers and fruits meld with beef jerky, ponzu 
sauce and black pepper on the complex nose. The 
palate is silky and holds to a tight line of plum and 
blueberry skins.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 55   

      91   Mattina Fiore   2012   Buona Derrata    ( Santa Ma-
ria Valley ).  For full review see page 162.  

abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 50   

      91   MCV   2013     Red  ( Paso Robles ).  For full review 
see page 162.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 21   

      91   Proulx   2013   The Wah    ( Paso Robles ).  Red 
cherry, olallieberry, pencil lead and herb 

aromas show on this blend of Zinfandel, Syrah and 
Grenache. The tip of the palate off ers sagebrush and 
eucalyptus followed by dense black raspberry, pre-
sented with acidic zing and tarry structure.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 78   

      91   Pulchella   2013   Red, White & Blue    ( El Pomar 
District ).  This fi eld blend of 56% Zinfandel, 

41% Alicante Bouchet, 2% Burger and 1% Orange 
Muscat from Red Head Ranch shows smoked pine 
wood, plums, incense, sandalwood and a touch of 
sour red fruit on the complex nose. There is solid 
consistency between the nose and the palate, which 
is powered by cedar along with smoked black cher-
ries and mulberries.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.7%  Price: $ 34   

      91   Sodaro   2012   Estate Blend    ( Coombsville ).  This 
Cabernet Sauvignon-based blend is support-

ed by 18% Merlot and smaller amounts of Cabernet 
Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec. Generous in oak 
and tannin, this powerful wine is robustly juicy in 
black and red cherry and dried herb, a complex mix 
of savory and succulent. The fi nish is long and thick, 
accented in coff ee and oak.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 95   

      91   Sculpterra   2012   Figurine Estate    ( Paso Ro-
bles ).  Blackberry, clove paste, wet clay and a 

peppery spice greet the nose in this blend of 50% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Primitivo and 17% Mer-
lot. The palate off ers dense elderberries and black 
currants, but is characterized by a strong earthi-
ness, bolstered by interesting herbal tinges of to-
mato leaf and dill.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 38   

      91   Sequum   2012   Mixt    ( Napa Valley ).  For full re-
view see page 162.   Editors’ Choice  . 

abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 55   

      91   St. Supéry   2012   Élu    ( Napa Valley ).  For full re-
view see page 163.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 75   

      91   Tres Sabores   2012   Por Que No?    ( Napa Valley ). 
 Chocolaty, this fun blend of 56% Zinfandel, 

31% Petite Sirah, 12% Cabernet Sauvignon and 1% 
Petit Verdot hails from estate, dry-farmed vine-
yards. Big, mountainous tannins soft en in the glass 
to reveal juicy notes of dark and red cherry.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Archium   2013   Dissident    ( Santa Ynez Valley ). 
 Bright on the nose with purple fruit, black 

raspberry and dried strawberry, this blend holds 
34% Syrah, 33% Grenache and 33% Mourvèdre. 
Aromas gain complexity thanks to asphalt in the 
background and a lift ing dried-mint scent. Tar, 
dried cherry, tart pomegranate and cranberry show 
on the palate, along with fl oral elements of hibiscus 
and rose.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 34   

      90   Bishop’s Peak   2012   Elevation    ( Paso Robles ). 
 The Edna Valley-based Talley family heads 

north for this blend of 46% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
24% Petit Verdot, 23% Malbec and 7% Merlot. It 
shows plump blueberries, blackberry jam, cream 
soda and black cherry syrup, as well as smoke and 
graphite on the nose. The palate starts with juicy 
cola and red currant then evolves toward snapped 
dark chocolate and cedar.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Chronic Cellars   2013   Sofa King Bueno    ( Paso 
Robles ).  For full review see page 165.   

abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Davis Family   2012   Throne    ( Russian River 
Valley ).  The inaugural release of this pro-

ducer’s GSM blend is comprised of 55% Grenache, 
35% Syrah and 12% Mourvèdre. Jammy and dense 
in blackberry, espresso and leather, it off ers a 
mouthful of fl avor and intensity without ever be-
coming over the top.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 42   

      90   Diora   2012   Three Crowns Single Vineyard  
 Red  ( San Bernabe ).  For full review see page 

165.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Domaine Degher   2010   Old School Estate  
  ( Paso Robles ).  Bright and bursting aromas 

of pomegranate and very ripe cranberry mesh with 
rose petals and hibiscus on the nose of this blend 
of 52% Grenache, 27% Syrah and 21% Mourvèdre. 
The palate shows a fresh vibrancy and interesting 
complexity, with Indian spice giving nuance to a 
red-fruit frame.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   
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      90   Firestone   2012   The Chairman Series Lineage 
Estate Grown    ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  For full 

review see page 165.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 44   

      90   Hendry   2012   Hendry Vineyard   Red  ( Napa 
Valley ).  Nearly equal parts Malbec and 

Cabernet Sauvignon, this blend also features good 
handfuls of Petit Verdot, Merlot and Cabernet 
Franc that off er soft , velvety fl avors of blackberry 
and blueberry. Lightly oaked, the tannins are grippy 
while the wine generates an herbal undertone on 
the nose.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 38   

      90   Jeff Gordon   2011   Joie de Vivre    ( Napa Valley ). 
 A blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon from 

Napa Valley, 10% Cabernet from Sonoma County’s 
Monte Rosso Vineyard and 10% Petit Verdot from 
Napa, this wine refl ects the cool vintage. It off ers 
herb, cedar and peppercorn on the nose along with 
plenty of acidity and structure. The fruit tends red 
in cassis and cranberry, fi nishing juicy.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 65   

      90   Kuleto Estate   2012   India Ink    ( Napa Valley ). 
 Made from a majority of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon, this wine also contains a hearty amount of 
Syrah, along with smaller additions of Merlot, Mal-
bec, Petit Verdot, Cabernet Franc and Sangiovese. 
Medium bodied, it’s smoky, shy in tannins that 
build on the palate, with a lengthy, licorice-like fi n-
ish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Matchbook   2012   The Arsonist   Red Blend  
( California ).  For full review see page 167.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 22   

      90   McManis   2013   North Forty   Red Wine  ( Cali-
fornia ).  For full review see page 167.   Edi-

tors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      90   Oakville East   2012   Core Stone    ( Oakville ). 
 With a slight preponderance of Cabernet 

Sauvignon to Cabernet Franc, this is a voluptuously 
smoky wine, rich in graham cracker, marshmallow 
and cedar. Moderate in oak and tannin, it brings 
full-bodied fl avors to life slowly in the glass, fi nish-
ing in leather and chocolate.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 125   

      90   Proulx   2013   Jack Barrett    ( Paso Robles ). 
 There’s brilliant black cherry and blackber-

ry richness on the nose of this blend of 10 grapes, 
from Syrah to Malbec to Touriga Nacional, as well 
as a mineral character of cold asphalt, clay and mud. 
The palate off ers earthy and delicious fl avors, with 
dried strawberry and olallieberry as well as black 
pepper and cappuccino.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 62   

      90   Terlato   2012   Cardinals’ Peak    ( Napa Valley ). 
 A blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% 

Cabernet Franc and 8% Merlot, this off ering is de-
fi ned in light, ethereal layers of soft , fl oral red fruit. 
The mix of pomegranate, cassis and cranberry is 
buoyed by natural acidity and a streak of black pep-
per.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      89   Anglim   2012   Cerise    ( Central Coast ).  Round 
red fruits, hibiscus and rose petals show 

brightly on the nose of this blend of 44% Grenache, 
43% Mourvèdre, 11% Syrah and 2% Viognier. It’s 
light in body and easy to quaff  thanks to vibrant, 
zinging acidity, with fl avors of pepper, more hibis-
cus and pomegranate.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Guyomar   2012   Monsignor    ( Paso Robles ). 
 From the St. Peter of Alcantara Vineyard in 

the Templeton Gap area, this blend of 62% Petite 
Sirah, 19% Grenache, 13% Syrah and 6% Zinfandel 
shows blueberry, boysenberry, slate minerality, un-
cracked peppercorns and a wild mint/woody shrub 
character on the nose. The palate off ers dried black 
cherry and blueberry, tobacco, black loam, dried 
herbs and pencil lead.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 52   

      89   McEvoy Ranch   2011   Red Piano    ( Marin Coun-
ty ).  This is a really fun dry wine with a 

distinctive black-pepper streak running from the 
aroma to the fi nish. It’s medium bodied, on the lean 
side in texture, like pomegranate in terms of fruit 
fl avors, fi rmly tannic and well-balanced. It should 
make a great pairing with steak au poivre.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 35   

      89   Seven Angels   2012   Kindred    ( Paso Robles ). 
 Condensed blackberries, cassis and a 

kirsch-like heat hit the nose on this blend of 45% 
Cabernet Sauvignon, 45% Syrah and 10% Petite 
Sirah. More blackberry fruits meet with smoked 
beef and concentrated violets on the palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 32   

      89   Standing Sun   2012   G-S-M  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  Coming from the Chumash tribe-

owned Camp 4 Vineyard, this blend of 40% Gr-
enache, 35% Syrah and 25% Mourvèdre off ers 
concentrated violets, blackberry, leather, cedar 
and interesting tomato leaf on the nose. The palate 
is not as dense as the nose suggests, but packs in 
tandoori spice, pipe smoke and vanilla, making it a 
wine that could handle a cigar.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.6%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Terre Rouge   2013   Garrigue    ( California ).  Re-
served fruit and spice fl avors, and a sooth-

ing, gripping texture will make this medium-bodied 
blend of Syrah and Cabernet Sauvignon a great din-
ner guest. Plenty of tannins give a fi ne sandpaper 
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feel on the tongue, and the wine will counterbalance 
the richness of meat, fowl and game dishes.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Asuncion Ridge   2012   Inception    ( Paso Ro-
bles ).  Cherry fruit and a tense slate rocki-

ness show on the nose of this blend of 67% Cab-
ernet Sauvignon and 33% Syrah, along with a bit 
of heat. Energetic, juicy plums and black cherries 
consume the palate, which is rich, lively with acid-
ity and just a tad sweet.  — M.K.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 58   

      88   Asuncion Ridge   2012   Nefarious    ( Paso Ro-
bles ).  Purple fruit aromas of blueberry, 

blackberry and boysenberry are given complexity 
with Indian spice, hot asphalt and beef char on the 
nose of this blend of 88% Syrah and 12% Grenache. 
The palate is full of crushed herbs, from oregano to 
thyme to marjoram, with just a tiny shred of cran-
berry fruit and lots of pine sap and even bell pepper.  
— M.K.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 44   

      88   Benessere   2010   Phenomenon Estate    ( Napa 
Valley ).  A blend made of up a majority Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, this wine also includes Merlot, 
Sangiovese and Syrah. Licorice and red plum mingle 
on the palate, around a layering of cinnamon and 
black spice. Soft , the overall texture and body is 
substantial, fi nding a balance and trace of acidity on 
the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 50   

      88   Comartin   2013   Cuvee Cassidy    ( Santa Ynez 
Valley ).  A fairly dark and dense nose of boy-

senberry and smashed graphite entertain the nose 
on this blend of 50% Syrah, 45% Grenache and 5% 
Mourvèdre, which is named aft er San Jose-based 
winemaker Adam Comartin’s daughter. The palate 
is very iron-driven and minerally, with more boy-
senberry fruit and some concentrated violets giving 
nuance.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 32   

      88   Domaine Degher   2010   Mojo Estate    ( Paso Ro-
bles ).  Blackberries, violet and black-slate 

aromas mix with a bit of soy sauce on this blend 
of 62% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Mourvèdre and 
18% Grenache, grown in what today is known as the 
San Miguel District of Paso Robles. Juicy fl avors of 
black raspberry and licorice combine for an easy-
quaffi  ng palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 42   

      88   Edmeades   2012   Edmeades’ Folly    ( Mendoci-
no County ).  If chocolate-covered cherries 

could be liquefi ed, this wine is what they would 
taste like. It is delicious, fruity, soft  in texture, may-
be slightly sweet, and so easygoing and tempting 
that it’s hard to stop sipping. Note that it’s decep-
tively full in body.  — J.G.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 26   

      88   Ghost Pines   2013   Winemaker’s Blend    ( So-
noma County-Lake County ).  Grapes for this 

wine were sourced from mostly Sonoma and Lake 
counties, with an additional 22% brought in from 
San Joaquin. The blend holds Zinfandel, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Syrah, Merlot, Petite Sirah and Primi-
tivo. Here, the kitchen sink approach works well, 
off ering classic elements of herb, leather and savory 
plum, with a streak of black pepper and tannins that 
soft en in the glass.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 23   

      88   Guyomar   2012   Oblate    ( Paso Robles ).  This 
creative blend of 64% Zinfandel, 21% Gre-

nache, 11% Petite Sirah and 4% Syrah shows chalky 
cherry, nose-tickling violets and a bright bloodiness 
on the nose. The palate is framed with a tongue-tin-
gling acidity, off ering fl avors of olallieberries, spicy 
peppercorn and a sanguine character throughout.  
— M.K.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 42   

      88   Kuleto Estate   2012   Frog Prince    ( Napa Val-
ley ).  A blend of 58% Cabernet Sauvignon 

with 21% Merlot, 8% Petit Verdot, 5% Cabernet 
Franc, 5% Malbec and 3% Syrah, the Frog Prince 
off ers juicy blackberry and cherry around dusty, 
soft ened tannins and oak. Approachable now, it fi n-
ishes awash in dried herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Lone Madrone   2013   Oveja Negra    ( Paso 
Robles Willow Creek District ).  With 58% 

Mourvèdre, 20% Syrah, 20% Grenache and 2% 
Counoise grapes from the dry-farmed, head-pruned 
Old Oak Vineyard (formerly Sheep Camp Creek), 
this wine shows dried black cherries, pencil lead, 
uncrushed cloves and nutmeg on the nose. The pal-
ate is fl atter, with cooked cherries as well as other 
dried purple and red fruits.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 48   

      88   Pulchella   2013   Witness    ( Paso Robles ).  Ripe 
black cherry, black plum and chipped slate 

aromas greet the nose on this blend of 86% Gre-
nache from La Vista Vineyard and 14% Petite Sirah 
from Mainini Vineyard. It’s soft  and ripe with black-
berry fruit at fi rst sip, then comes an electrifying 
acidity and fl avors of roasted fennel and pencil lead.  
— M.K.  
abv:  15.9%  Price: $ 31   

      88   Proulx   2013   Dimples    ( Paso Robles ).  But-
tered black cherries and olallieberries mix 

with snapped dark chocolate and crushed pep-
percorns on the nose of this blend of 62% Syrah, 
14% Grenache, 12% Zinfandel, 4% Touriga Nacio-
nal, 4% Tinta Cao, 2% Bastardo and 2% Alicante 
Bouschet. The palate shows lots of brick and earth, 
with sagebrush, licorice and pomegranate-hibiscus 
fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 58   

      88   Quivira   2012   Elusive    ( Dry Creek Valley ).  This 
blend of 65% Grenache, 20% Syrah and 

15% Mourvèdre needs more time to develop. In its 
youth it’s shy to reveal much beyond a robust, earthy 
and tannic taste of inky black fruit and tobacco. Let 
open further or set this wine down through early 
2017 or so.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 34   

      88   Sierra Starr   2012   Inertia    ( Sierra Foothills ). 
 Dark fruit aromas and fl avors join with a 

generous texture and full body to make a complete 
and satisfying wine. This has just enough tannin to 
make it appetizing and well balanced.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Red Rock   2013   Reserve Winemaker’s Blend  
  ( California ).  For full review see page 170.  

 Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Trefethen   2012   Dragon’s Tooth    ( Napa Val-
ley ).  From the cool reaches of Oak Knoll, 

this blends 66% Malbec, 20% Petit Verdot and 
14% Cabernet Sauvignon. Aged in French, Hun-
garian and American oak, it off ers grippy layers of 
brooding blackberry and blueberry, seasoned in cin-
namon and dried herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 60   

      87   Beaulieu Vineyard   2012   Tapestry Reserve  
  ( Napa Valley ).  Juicy red and blue fruit stars 

in this straightforward Cab-based blend. It off ers a 
soft , medium-bodied personality and approachable 
tannins.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 65   

      87   Cooper-Garrod   2009   Test Pilot    ( Santa Cruz 
Mountains ).  Very showy aromas of mocha, 

blackberry, blueberry, grape soda and lilac pop on 
the nose of this one-third-each blend of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Merlot and Cabernet Franc. The palate 
is bright and juicy with black currants and plum 
soda, proving quite easy to swallow.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 39   

      87   Judd’s Hill   2010   Meritage  ( Napa Valley ).  This 
wine is equal parts Merlot and Cabernet 

Franc, with a smaller percentage of Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon also added. Neutral French oak was used to age 
the blend, which opens with a strong, earthy aroma 
and a scent of wild blackberry. Soft , it features a 
twist of licorice on the tangy fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 50   

      87   Kuleto Estate   2012   Native Son    ( Napa Valley ). 
 A Zinfandel-based blend, with Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Sangiovese, Syrah, Merlot and Malbec, 
this wine is hearty, thick and dense. It traffi  cs in 
smoky char, leathery tannins and a strong taste of 
tobacco, fi nishing with a fl ash of red plum.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 35   

      87   Longboard   2013   Point Break    ( North Coast ). 
 This 2013 keeps up the full body and ripe 

fruit of previous releases, with lush texture and 
saturated chocolate and blackberry fl avors. It’s a 
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dry red, however, with no detectable sweetness but 
plenty of tannin and satisfaction.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 24   

      87   Mesa Del Sol   2011   Prima Rosso    ( Arroyo Seco ). 
 This blend of Zinfandel, Syrah and Sangio-

vese shows dense, dark notes of chocolate, boysen-
berry, leather, lavender and a sprig of mint on the 
nose. The tannins are chalky in texture, with a bal-
ance of blueberries and menthol tones.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 32   

      87   Twisted Twig   2011   Sommelier Quality Fift y-
Fift y    ( El Dorado County ).  Big and tannic, 

but tempting and tasty at the same time, this wine 
tastes ripe, full bodied and fruity, wrapping a blan-
ket of fi ne tannins around the richness to keep it 
from being too sweet or overripe. It’s half Merlot 
and half Petite Sirah.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 58   

      86   Billhook   2013   Red  ( Santa Barbara County ). 
 Brick and black-rock earthiness mixes with 

slightly sour black cherry in this smartly priced 
blend of 55% Syrah, 30% Grenache and 15% Petite 
Sirah. The palate shows tart red currant fruit and 
sagebrush.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 20   

      86   Cirque du Vin   2012   Red  ( Paso Robles ).  Dried 
cherries, dried blueberries, fudge and lico-

rice combine into a silky, sexy nose on this blend of 
60% Syrah, 28% Petite Sirah, 5% Zinfandel, 3% 
Merlot, 2% Malbec and 2% Tannat. The palate is 
sleek though thin, with light boysenberry, dark slate 
and hints of vanilla.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      86   Langetwins   2011   Midnight Reserve    ( Lodi ). 
 Jammy aromas, sweet-seeming baking 

spice fl avors and a texture that’s relatively soft  for a 
red wine make this easy to drink and rich in fl avor.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 30   

      86   Longboard   2012   Point Break    ( North Coast ). 
 Full bodied and fi rm-tasting, this surfer-

themed wine off ers rich, ripe fruit fl avors, mild oaky 
spices and a signifi cantly tannic texture that leaves 
a drying sensation on the tongue. It is robust, dry 
and satisfying.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 24   

      86   Paris Valley Road Cellars   2013   Founder’s   Red  
( California ).  Crushed oregano, red currant 

and a little bit of asphalt show on the shy nose of 
this wine that is sourced mainly from southern 

Monterey County. There is lots of brick, thyme and 
rosemary on the palate, with a bit of dried berry 
fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 14   

      85   Materra   2011   Cunat Reserve    ( Oak Knoll Dis-
trict ).  Juicy in blackberry and cassis, with 

a strong Bordeaux-varietal rush of peppercorn and 
herb, this wine leans green and tight on the palate, 
aiming for a classical style from a cool year and cool 
region.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 110   

OTHER RED WINES

      92   Buena Vista   2013   The Count’s Selection  
 Carig nane  ( Mendocino ).  This wine has a 

very deep color, aromas like blueberry syrup and 
dark chocolate, rich, mouthfi lling texture and at-
tractive ripe fruit fl avors. It is full bodied, packed 
with fi ne-grained tannins yet so soaked with fl avor 
that it fi nds balance.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Quinta Cruz   2012   Pierce Ranch   Tempranillo  
( San Antonio Valley ).  Tight blueberry, hot 

blacktop and a fl ash of purple fl owers combine 
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for an earth-driven nose on this wine from a hot 
region in southern Monterey County. The fl avors 
are quite distinctive, with barely ripe mulberries, 
cedar-edged blackberries, sandalwood shavings and 
a touch of graphite.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      92   Terra d’Oro   2013   Teroldego  ( Amador Coun-
ty ).  For full review see page 159.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Pulchella   2013   Henchman   Tannat  ( Adelaida 
District ).  There’s potential for this brood-

ing, boisterous varietal on the Central Coast. In this 
bottling from Bella Collina Vineyard, the nose off ers 
black plum, cola and big, fat berries ready to pop. 
The palate is smooth and held together by silky tan-
nins, showing fl avors of plum fruit, cooked cherries 
and a peppery spice that tingles the tongue from the 
midpalate onward.  — M.K.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 45   

      91   Saint Gregory   2013   Pinot Meunier  ( Men-
docino ).  This is a highly unusual wine made 

from a traditional Champagne grape variety, with 
12% of the South African Pinotage variety blended 
in. It Aromas like dried herbs and cedar, intriguing 
fl avors like black tea and pomegranate juice and a 
beautiful balance between acidity, ripeness and a 
lightly tannic texture make a compelling combina-
tion.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 20   

      90   August Briggs   2012   Frediani Vineyard   Char-
bono  ( Calistoga ).  This wine is pretty and 

fl oral in violet and lavender, soft , smooth and simply 
rendered. High-toned in bright red fruit, it’s out and 
out yummy and a tribute to a great old vineyard still 
planted to the rare variety.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 38   

      89   Graziano   2012   Old Vine   Carignane  ( Mendoci-
no County ).  This is a big, dry Rhône-style 

wine with a medium color. It off ers aromas of wild 
berry, earth and oak, along with clove and pome-
granate-juice fl avors and a fi rm, tannic texture. It’s 
not what you’d call a cocktail wine, but it should be 
versatile at mealtime with meats and pastas.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Benessere   2011   Estate   Sagrantino  ( Napa 
Valley ).  The producer has a lonely half-acre 

of this variety, unusual to California, on its estate. 
This bottling is 100% varietal, providing a tangy 
taste experience of subdued red fruit and low tan-
nin and oak. Like many hearty, full-bodied reds, it 
could use food to balance out its concentration and 
weight.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 50   

      88   Lone Madrone   2012   Barbera  ( Paso Robles ). 
 A fairly uncommon grape for the entire 

Central Coast, this bottling off ers squeezed blue-
berry and dark purple fruit aromas bolstered by 

black pepper and black rocks. Lighter in body than 
expected upon the sip, the palate shows cola, bright 
cranberry juice and a sandalwood spice that makes 
it very easy to drink.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      88   Rock Wall   2012   Heringer Vineyard   Teroldego  
( Yolo County ).  Floral aromas like lilac and 

lavender, then dry and substantial fl avors like blue-
berry and boysenberry give this full-bodied wine 
an interesting personality. It tastes well structured 
with acidity and tannins, so it’s well balanced and 
has an appetizing sense of reserve that will be great 
at the table.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Santa Barbara Winery   2012   Curtis Vineyard  
 Petit Verdot  ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Rich aro-

mas of black cherry, anise seeds and buttered vio-
lets greet the nose on this dense bottling of a grape 
that rarely gets solo treatment. The palate is tarry 
and grippy, with dried sour cherries, boysenberry, 
black pepper and tightly grained cedar fl avors that 
approach pine sap.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 30   

      86   Putah Creek   2010   Tannat  ( Solano County ). 
 With full body, very ripe aromas and fl avors 

and a gripping, tannic texture, this could almost be 
a Port. It tastes like dark chocolate, dried fi gs and 
blackberry and has plenty of power on the tongue 
and on the fi nish. Pairing with blue cheese would be 
a good idea.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

CHARDONNAY

      95   Wayfarer   2013   Wayfarer Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Fort Ross-Seaview ).  A high-acid, 

weighty and complex white, this vintage is even bet-
ter than the last, gorgeous in a golden tannish color. 
Tropical guava and white fl owers weave seamlessly 
through a web of minerality and freshness, without 
compromising body and texture. This is a delicious 
wine.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 80   

      94   Frostwatch   2013   Ophira   Chardonnay  ( Ben-
nett Valley ).  This reserve-level wine is 

sublime in stone fruit and lime as well as pear. The 
oak used for aging this wine was all neutral, and the 
taste and impact of it is unobtrusive. While vibrant 
in fruit, it also off ers richer hints of caramel and 
graham cracker in complex and balanced ways, end-
ing with persistence.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 45   

      94   Hyde de Villaine   2012   Hyde Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Carneros-Napa Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 152.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 68   

      94   Lynmar   2013   Chardonnay  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 152.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      93   B Cellars   2013   Barrel Select   Chardonnay  
( Russian River Valley ).  This lovely, golden-

colored wine comes from the Dutton family’s Mill 
Station Vineyard in the heart of Green Valley, a 
cool, structured appellation within the larger con-
fi nes of the Russian River Valley. Heady caramel and 
vanilla highlights wrap around a balance of acidity 
and bright spots of lemon and quince. The mineral-
ity of the wine balances its intensity in expert ways.  
— V.B.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 75   

      93   Barden   2014   Chardonnay  ( Sta. Rita Hills ). 
 There are light and airy elements of nectar-

ine fl esh and lemon blossoms on the nose of this 
fi rst Chardonnay ever made by veteran Doug Mar-
gerum, who also imparts warmer scents of toast 
and clarifi ed butter. The palate is tightly coiled, si-
multaneously soft  with stone fruit and sharp with 
chalky texturality.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.1%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Cenay   2012   Bald Mountain   Chardonnay  ( San-
ta Cruz Mountains ).  A unique nose of chives, 

dill and more fresh-cut herbs mixes with wet river 
stones and tangerine peel on this wine from a Napa-
based producer. The energetic palate starts with 
pencil lead before diving into washes of lemon-lime 
citrus and settling on a cashew-nut frame, present-
ed with tremendous length and depth.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 35   

      93   Donkey & Goat   2014   Linda Vista Vineyard  
 Chardonnay  ( Napa Valley ).  Aft er making 

wine in Berkeley for just over a decade, the pro-
ducer is working for the fi rst time with Napa Val-
ley fruit, grapes in fact farmed by grape-grower 
extraordinaire Steve Matthiasson. Pear, quince and 
grapefruit combine for a svelte sensibility, subtle in 
oak and sharp in acidity, with a tangy, herbal fi nish.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 32   

      93   Landmark   2013   Charles Heintz Vineyard  
 Chardonnay  ( Sonoma Coast ).  From a fantas-

tic vineyard much infl uenced by the coast, this wine 
begins ripe and voluptuous but fi nds its balance as 
it goes, providing layers of pear pie and fennel, the 
oak well integrated and defi ned. It off ers intense 
power and minerality on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 45   

      93   Morgan   2013   Double L Vineyard   Chardonnay  
( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  A tightened-up 

nose on this top-end bottling by Dan Lee shows 
Key lime blossoms, tangerine pith, scratched Meyer 
lemon skin, sour cream and a fl inty minerality. The 
palate is also quite fl inty and mineral-driven, but 
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a citrus-blossom ripeness makes it dynamic, bol-
stered by Key lime pith and tangerine spritz.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 42   

      93   Pali   2013   Huber VIneyard   Chardonnay  ( Sta. 
Rita Hills ).  Just enough white peach and 

pineapple ripeness on the nose plays to the hedo-
nistic side of the grape, but gracious notes of chalk 
dust and mandarin orange pith keep it intellec-
tual. The palate is lively and citrus-driven, show-
ing green apple, Bosc pear, salted lemons and more 
peach.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 39   

      93   Patz & Hall   2013   Dutton Ranch   Chardonnay  
( Russian River Valley ).  Made from some of 

Sonoma County’s oldest Chardonnay plantings, this 
is an eff usively fl oral wine, rounded and decadent 
on the midpalate, with a taste of fresh peach and 
melon. Fennel and vanilla make appearances, with 
the fi nish distinctly tropical.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 44   

      93   Pellegrini   2013   Olivet Lane Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Russian River Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 155.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 45   

      93   Pellet Estate   2013   Sunchase Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Sonoma Coast ).  For full review see 

page 155.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 68   

      93   Rusack   2013   Santa Catalina Island Vineyards  
 Chardonnay  ( California ).  One of the world’s 

most ambitious projects, this island-grown wine is 
starting to shine, with aromas of orange blossom, 
toasted Marcona almonds, walnut oil, marzipan and 
smoky fl int. Those slightly oxidized notes are cut on 
the palate by lots of fresh lime juice and ruby-red 
grapefruit juice that shows alongside riper lemon 
cake fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 60   

      93   Testarossa   2013   Rosella’s Vineyard   Chardon-
nay  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  This wine from 

the Franscioni family’s home vineyard shows tight 
aromas of lime candy, chalky rock, Pink Lady apple, 
sliced mandarin orange and a hint of honeysuckle. 
The palate is full of energy, with a wide range of or-
ange fl avors, from Pixie tangerines to Creamsicles, 
with a touch of honey on the fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Three Sticks   2013   Durell Vineyard Origin  
 Chardonnay  ( Sonoma Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 156.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      92   Cholame   2012   Chardonnay  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  This wine, from a new collabora-

tion between San Miguel vintner David DuBois and 
Santa Ynez winemaker Andres Ibarra, shows ex-
cellently on the nose, with apple blossoms, white 
peach fl esh, cold butter, seared lemons and garden 

herbs. The dynamic, engaging palate is framed by 
pencil shavings and browned butter, with lemon 
peels, nectarine fl esh and hints of salted pineapple.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 32   

      92   Dolin   2013   Estate   Chardonnay  ( Malibu 
Coast ).  Now offi  cially labeled from the 

newly named Malibu Coast appellation, this bot-
tling shows lots of potential for the region. Aromas 
of lush lemonade, crushed vanilla, browned butter, 
honeysuckle and honey lead into a soft  and lush pal-
ate that’s buttery but high-toned. Flavors of toasted 
bread with orange marmalade prove warm but tart-
ly dynamic.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 39   

      92   Hahn   2013   SLH Estate Grown & Produced  
 Chardonnay  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  For 

full review see page 157.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 25   

      92   J. Lohr   2013   Arroyo Vista   Chardonnay  ( Ar-
royo Seco ).  A faint smoky character waft s 

through warm, inviting aromas of lemon peels, nec-
tarine and sea salt on the nose of this wine from 
Monterey County. There is a lot of energetic acidity 
on the palate, where even fl avors of apple and pear 
are cut by lemon-lime briskness and a briny char-
acter.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 25   

      92   Kimmel   2013   Chardonnay  ( Potter Valley ). 
 For a full-bodied wine, this one has subtle 

fl avors, but an appealing and generous mouthfeel 
and good supportive acidity keeps it balanced. So-
phisticated almond and fi g fl avors emerge on second 
and third sips while the wine keeps its attractive 
dryness and sense of reserve.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 32   

      92   Landmark   2013   Damaris Reserve   Chardon-
nay  ( Sonoma Coast ).  For full review see 

page 158.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Testarossa   2013   Chardonnay  ( Santa Lucia 
Highlands ).  Almost as good as some of the 

winery’s best single-vineyard bottlings, this wine 
has a tremendous nose that off ers tangerine blos-
som, pink grapefruit skin, sea salt and toast around 
a line of graphite. The palate presents juicy nectar-
ine and ripe citrus alongside yeasty sizzle, salt and a 
chalk minerality.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Testarossa   2013   Dos Rubios Vineyard Mono-
pole   Chardonnay  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ). 

 From a single vineyard now designated as a mono-
pole, this wine by winemaker Bill Brousseau, who 
designed the vineyard, and vintners Rob Jensen and 
Kirk Williams shows minty herbs and tangerine oil 
on the nose. There is great restraint on the palate 
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that walks a razor’s edge of balance, with fl avors of 
tart Key lime pith and riper orange blossom.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 48   

      92   Testarossa   2013   Fogstone Vineyard   Chardon-
nay  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  From a vine-

yard full of gravelly loam soils, the nose on this wine 
shows a mix of citrus freshness and more complex 
qualities of dried apples, quinine, pencil lead and 
nuts. A slight yogurt element shows on the palate, 
along with grapefruit pith and a nectarine warmth, 
leaving the mouth quite energized into the fi nish.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 48   

      92   Three Sticks   2013   One Sky   Chardonnay  ( So-
noma Mountain ).  For full review see page 

159.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Trefethen   2013     Chardonnay  ( Oak Knoll Dis-
trict ).  For full review see page 159.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Wente   2014   Eric’s Small Lot Unoaked   Char-
donnay  ( Livermore Valley ).  For full review 

see page 159.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Benovia   2013   Chardonnay  ( Russian River Val-
ley ).  From two vineyard sites, Martaella and 

Martinelli Frei Road, this lovely wine is built from 
the ground up, with elements of rich vanilla, toasted 
oak and baked pear. Big in style on the nose, it fi n-
ishes crisp and focused, a mixture of complexity and 
lightness of being.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Chamisal Vineyards   2013   Califa Estate Grown  
 Chardonnay  ( Edna Valley ).  For full review see 

page 160.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Cuvaison   2013   Estate Grown   Chardonnay  
( Carneros-Napa Valley ).  Crisp, yet fuller bod-

ied, with a creamy voluptuousness to the mouthfeel, 
this wine off ers a taste of lemon pith and peach, ac-
cented by a fl oral bouquet of orange blossom. Mea-
sured acidity keeps it ebullient in the glass, ending 
in a hit of Tahitian vanilla.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Edna Valley Vineyard   2013   Winemakers Series 
Heritage   Chardonnay  ( Edna Valley ).  This bot-

tling goes for a ripe, buttery style of Chardonnay 
and succeeds. Pillowy aromas of buttered popcorn, 
plumeria fl owers and vanilla-laced peach brûlée 
play into candied apples on the palate along with 
ripe cantaloupe and a long fi nish of vanilla-soaked 
poached pears.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 27   

      91   Force of Nature   2013   Murmur Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Santa Barbara County ).  Those who 

buy this wine because it has a cool label will not 
be disappointed by the fresh ’n’ clean aromas of 
lemon rind, chalk, nectarine, pink peach and lemon-
ade. The tight and bright palate is also a plus, with 
a limestone character cutting the ripe apple fruit, 
proving even-keeled and easy to drink.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 23   

      91   Glasshaus   2013   Chardonnay  ( Sonoma Coast ). 
 A reductive element of petrol and oak blows 

off  over time bouquet-wise, but in taste and weight, 
the wine retains a sultry sense of oak and baked 
apple. Full bodied in style, it manages to stay bal-
anced throughout, fi nishing in a buoyant twist of 
citrus.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Grgich Hills   2012   Paris Tasting Commemora-
tive   Chardonnay  ( Napa Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 161.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 92   

      91   La Follette   2013   Chardonnay  ( North Coast ). 
 Complex fruit fl avors that are focused and 

intricate bring a lot of life to this medium-bodied, 
lively and intriguing wine. There are touches of ripe 
apple, honey, mango and an underlying light layer 
of vanilla and cream, all supported by fresh acid-
ity and a smooth but slightly tangy texture.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      91   MacRostie   2013   Sangiacomo Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Carneros ).  From two blocks of the 

vineyard, this light, crisp, medium-weighted wine 
stays refreshing on the palate and remains complex 
in acidity. Nutmeg dances throughout its soft  layers, 
while the fi nish burnishes in rich vanilla brioche.  
— V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 44   

      91   McIntyre Vineyards   2013   Estate   Chardonnay  
( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Initially tight in the 

nose with lemon blossoms, Japanese pear and an 
intriguing vinaigrette character, this is an expertly 
restrained wine from a longtime growing family. 
It’s crisp and clean at fi rst sip, then opens toward 
apple blossoms, lime, tangerine juice and a sea -salt 
warmth.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Morgan   2013   Highland   Chardonnay  ( Santa 
Lucia Highlands ).  Fresh and approachable 

but lean and focused on the nose, this wine shows 
chalk, wet slate, iodine and mandarin orange oil 
aromas. It’s extremely limey and quinine-driven 
on the tangy palate, with the judicious acidity of 
squeezed lime and tangerine juice.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Sanford   2013   Flor de Campo   Chardonnay  
( Santa Barbara County ).  Very high-toned for 

a relatively aff ordable wine, this shows Key lime 
pith, Greek yogurt, scratched pink grapefruit skin 
and a fresh 7-Up soda liveliness on the nose. Anjou 

peas, seared green apples, lime zest and nectarine 
power the pleasant energy on the palate, which 
wipes up clean with a vanilla fi nish.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 22   

      91   Testarossa   2013   Soberanes Vineyard   Char-
donnay  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Warm but-

ter and white peach aromas are cut by sea salt and 
brisk lemon-peel sharpness on this single-vineyard 
study by winemaker Bill Brousseau. Ripe apple, 
juicy lime, more salt and a crisp minerality mark the 
palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 48   

      90   Chamisal Vineyards   2013   Estate Grown  
 Chardonnay  ( Edna Valley ).  For full review 

see page 165.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Clos du Val   2013     Chardonnay  ( Carneros ).  For 
full review see page 165.  

abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Frostwatch   2013   Chardonnay  ( Bennett Val-
ley ).  Toasty oak and rich crème caramel are 

top of mind in this estate-grown wine, sourced from 
two distinct blocks on property planted to Clone 
4, as well as the Platt Wente Clone. Together they 
combine to off er an intensity of body and texture, 
fi nishing soft ly in citrus and red apple.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Gary Farrell   2013   Russian River Selection  
 Chardonnay  ( Russian River Valley ).  For full 

review see page 166.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Landmark   2013   Rodgers Creek Vineyard  
 Chardonnay  ( Sonoma Coast ).  Jasmine and 

lychee form the basis of this wine’s bouquet, with 
fresh-cut peach making for a delicious experience 
on the palate. Rich, dense and lengthy, it comes 
from a cool vineyard site that provides lots of natu-
ral minerality and a taste of wet stone.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 45   

      90   MacRostie   2013   Chardonnay  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  From a vineyard site farmed by the 

Duttons called Matthew’s Station, this is a gentle 
wine, medium in weight, with nuances of green 
apple and fresh-squeezed lemon. Balanced, it off ers 
a twist of toff ee and oak beneath its crisper notes, 
fi nishing warm in nutmeg and ginger spice.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 32   

      90   Migration   2013   Split Rail Vineyard   Chardon-
nay  ( Anderson Valley ).  A light-gold color 

and toast, butterscotch and vanilla aromas lead to 
very rich, bold fl avors of ripe pear, grilled baguette 
and melted butter. This wine is big and brassy, full 
bodied and intensely fl avored. Dry, it’s balanced by 
fi rm acidity that keeps it lively.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 55   



  
WINEMAG.COM |  211

      90   Napa Cellars   2013   V Collection   Chardonnay  
( Carneros ).  For full review see page 168.  

abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Pellegrini   2013   Unoaked   Chardonnay  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  For full review see page 

168.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Testarossa   2013   Rincon VIneyard   Chardon-
nay  ( Arroyo Grande Valley ).  This single-

vineyard exploration shows a more tropical side 
than the winery’s other Chardonnays. Rich, round-
ed notes of honeysuckle, lemon custard and apple 
cider characterize the nose. The palate is reserved 
compared to the showy aromas, with buttered 
peach and green-apple fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 48   

      90   The Tribe   2014   Chardonnay  ( Lodi ).  Luscious 
melon aromas, creamy fruit-tart fl avors 

and a silky texture make a pleasing combination 
in this wonderfully soothing wine. A crisp core of 
lemon and apple fl avors are surrounded by a layer 
of vanilla and hazelnut. The plus texture carries the 
fl avors through a long fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 32   

      89   Bernardus   25   Chardonnay  ( Monterey Coun-
ty ).  Seared peach, ripe Gala apples, wet 

slate and pineapple aromas show on the nose of this 
very down-the-middle bottling. The palate is broad 
and inviting, with charred vanilla, buttered apples, 
an orange-rind sharpness and a solid oak framing.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Migration   2013   Dierberg Vineyard   Chardon-
nay  ( Santa Maria Valley ).  Napa’s Duckhorn 

house heads south for this ripe-style bottling that 
shows browned butter, vanilla, squeezed tangerine 
and dried pineapple on the nose. The palate is ripe 
and powerful, with honeysuckle, poached apple and 
lime-syrup fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 55   

      89   Perry Creek   2013   Altitude 2401   Chardonnay  
( El Dorado ).  A classic style of barrel-fer-

mented wine, this shows lots of buttery, oaky and 
vanillin aromas and fl avors, with a rich texture and 
an almost-sweet balance. Delicious ripe pear, mar-
zipan, butter and baking spice notes keep the taste 
buds busy.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Poiema   2013   Chardonnay  ( Santa Lucia High-
lands ).  Buttery warmth shows on the nose 

of this wine by vintner Travis Proctor, alongside 
poached pear fruit and an iodine edge. Featuring 
original artwork by James Caprell on the label, the 
wine off ers pan-seared golden apples, tart pear skin 
and more of the iodine edge once sipped.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Poseidon   2012   Boon Fly’s Hill   Chardonnay  
( Los Carneros ).  Attractively dry but at the 

same time rich and buttery, this wine achieves a 
good balance of fresh acidity and full fl avor. The 
aromas are like caramel and butter, fl avors suggest 
spiced apples and the fi nish carries them through.  
— J.G.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 50   

      89   Sextant   2013   Reserve   Chardonnay  ( Santa 
Lucia Highlands ).  The Paso producer heads 

a bit north to produce this wine. Aromas suggest 
browned butter, lemon slices, pan-seared peach and 
a bit of smoke, with some steely aromatic backbone. 
The palate is consumed by lemon blossoms and but-
tered toast.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      88   Black Stallion   2013   Chardonnay  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  An opening of toasty caramel gives this 

wine a full-bodied weightiness and inviting rich-
ness on the nose and palate, off ering a roundness 
of vanilla and peach along the way. Full and ripe, it 
fi nishes in a lift  of balanced acidity.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Bridlewood   2013   Reserve   Chardonnay  
( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Very inviting, in-

credibly rich aromas of butterscotch, crème brûlée, 

peach custard, lemon curds, honeysuckle and cara-
melized banana show on this wine’s thick nose. The 
palate off ers orange peels cooked in a buttery sauce, 
marshmallows and marzipan.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Covenant   2013   Lavan   Chardonnay  ( Sonoma 
Mountain ).  From a 10-acre site called Sco-

pus farmed by Ulises Valdez, this wine is rich and 
golden in color, given time to barrel-ferment and 
develop layers of fulsome complexity. Oaky, it has 
weight and depth, veering into ripe tropical notes 
and vanilla as it develops in the glass.   Kosher.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 38   

      88   Hidden Jewel   2014   Unoaked   Chardonnay  
( Santa Barbara County ).  The Nashville-

based R.S. Lipman Company, formerly just a Ten-
nessee distributor, comes west for this deal of a 
wine, with lime blossoms, pink grapefruit and Gala 
apple slices on the nose. The palate is clean, crisp 
and rounded with lime spritzer and green-apple fl a-
vors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Jason-Stephens   2012   Estate Reserve   Char-
donnay  ( Santa Clara Valley ).  Lime pith, 

sharp gray slate, steel and a warmer lemon-curd 
aroma show on the nose of this wine from a region 
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between Morgan Hill and Gilroy. Apples and pear-
skin bitterness mark the palate that grows riper 
through the sip.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Joullian   2013   Highland Vineyard   Chardonnay  
( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  This wine shows 

more age than it should, but is quite good now, with 
aromas of vanilla, honeysuckle, molasses, white-
fl ower extract and liquid marshmallow ice-cream 
topping. The palate brings apple extract and roasted 
nut fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Myka   2014   Mitzi   Chardonnay  ( Monterey 
County ).  A strong note of grapefruit skin 

and juice, from ruby red to yellow, melds with 
crushed chalk and cider on the nose of this bot-
tling. The citrus zest is prominent on the palate, as 
is more apple cider and a solid pithy grip, proving 
quite intriguing texturally.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Robert Young   2012   Chardonnay  ( Alexander 
Valley ).  Crisp apple and lemon mark this 

wine, from a legend of Alexander Valley and Califor-
nia Chardonnay. Oaky caramel and toast dominate 
on the midpalate, before a signifi cant amount of 
fennel comes into play on the fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.75%  Price: $ 42   

      87   Cartlidge & Browne   2013   Chardonnay  ( North 
Coast ).  Fruity, buttery aromas are followed 

by a generously fruit-fi lled fl avor, smooth texture 
and buttery aft ertaste. It’s a well-balanced and 
well-rounded wine of medium body, and has a tasty 
fi nish.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   

      87   Clos du Bois   2013   Calcaire   Chardonnay  ( Rus-
sian River Valley ).  Tahitian vanilla and white 

fl owers mark the opening bouquet of this wine, fol-
lowed by rich, full-bodied fl avors of apple tart, pear 
and caramelized minerality. A tart, ripe fi nish caps 
things off .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      87   Paris Valley Road Cellars   2013   Chardonnay  
( Monterey County ).  Salted grapefruit skins, 

browned butter and a toasted-nut element arise on 
the nose of this wine from a vineyard near the tiny 
Salinas Valley town of San Ardo. It off ers acidic en-
ergy and tight minerality on the palate, with ripe 
aromatic apples showing midway through the sip.  
— M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Hess Collection   2014   Shirtail Creek Vineyard  
 Chardonnay  ( Monterey ).  This stainless-

steel bottling shows overwhelming white-fl ower 
elements on the nose, from tuberose to honeysuckle 
to jasmine, cut by a bit of baking soda. The palate 
is so fl oral and aromatic that it almost tastes like 

a diff erent grape, with sharp apples, more tuberose 
and a steely frame.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Laguna   2013   Chardonnay  ( Russian River 
Valley ).  Ripe and oaky, there’s a hedonistic 

tone to this wine sourced from the heart of the ap-
pellation and made for relatively wide distribution. 
Fennel comes to the fore on the nose, followed by 
green apple and pear, with plenty of vanilla on the 
fi nish.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 35   

      86   Line 39   2014   Chardonnay  ( California ).  This 
is a very attractive, fruity and smooth wine 

in a plush style. Aromas of pear and pineapple turn 
to full fl avors lightly spiced with vanilla. The tex-
ture is easy-going, mouthfi lling and helps the fl a-
vors linger on the fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Montevina   2013   Omira Hills   Chardonnay  
( California ).  For full review see page 173.  

 Best Buy  .  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 10   

      86   Old Soul   2013   Chardonnay  ( Lodi ).  Interest-
ing nuances of honey, peach and spiced pear 

light up this medium-bodied, extremely fruity and 
fl avorful wine. It’s opulent and soft  enough to pair 
well with spicy food or to serve with salty cheeses.  
— J.G.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Poseidon   2013   Estate   Chardonnay  ( Los 
Carneros ).  Caramel and white-chocolate 

aromas lead to very ripe, buttery fl avors, a sense of 
sweetness and an almost thick texture in this full-
bodied wine. Practically as rich and creamy as a 
milkshake, it will delight some drinkers for its unc-
tuousness.  — J.G.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 26   

      86   Vintager   2012   The Californian Limited Edi-
tion   Chardonnay  ( Knights Valley ).  Soft  and 

round, this is a ripe wine accented in toasted oak, 
vanilla and Good-n-Plenty-type licorice, made in a 
likable style.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 20   

SAUVIGNON BLANC

      94   Spottswoode   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Napa-
Sonoma ).  A magical blend of 73% Sauvi-

gnon Blanc with 27% Sauvignon Musque, from a 
landmark producer of the variety, this is a complex 
and elegant expression of lushly layered peach and 
mandarin orange, balanced and structured for years 
to come. From vineyards both within Napa Valley 
and throughout Sonoma, including Knights Valley 
and Sonoma Mountain, it’s eminently sippable and 
a fi ne wine for the table.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 38   

      92   Brander   2014   Mesa Verde Vineyard   Sauvi-
gnon Blanc  ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Made from 

all free-run juice with no oak, this wine by 40-year 
veteran Frederic Brander shows candied lemon and 
lime peels on the approachable, inviting nose, along 
with fresh-cut apples and a growing passionfruit 
perfume. The passionfruit tang also shows on the 
palate alongside ripe limes and a lingering grassy 
note, held together by grippy acidity and pithy tex-
ture.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 32   

      92   Eleven Eleven   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Ruth-
erford ).  For full review see page 157.   Editors’ 

Choice  .  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Fiddlehead   2014   Goosebury   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Very light in the glass, 

this wine by regional Sauv Blanc veteran Kathy Jo-
seph off ers cut green apples, sweet lime blossoms 
and a light honey element on the nose. Lime zest 
and citrus pith decorate the palate, with steely 
white pepper and dried oregano fl avors that race 
across the tense palate.  — M.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 34   

      92   Galerie   2014   Naissance   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Napa Valley ).  Beautifully balanced and 

elegant, this is made by one of the winemakers at 
Cardinale and inspired by the Loire Valley. It off ers 
equal parts fruit, weight and minerality, tasting of 
fresh-squeezed lime and wet stone, with a layering 
of viscous vanilla. Medium-sized in terms of tex-
ture, it dances on the palate, refreshing throughout.  
— V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Grey Stack   2014   Rosemary’s Block Dry Stack 
Vineyard   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Bennett Valley ). 

 This is a smooth, herbal and fresh 100% varietal 
wine. The label has been brought back to life by a 
trio of partners, including winemaker Patrick Sulli-
van, who were involved with the original Grey Stack 
many years ago. Pineapple rises to the fore on the 
nose, fi nding consistency on the palate, a complex 
expression of the variety from a great site, seasoned 
in lemongrass and dried herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Round Pond   2014   Reserve   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Rutherford ).  In this full-bodied, well-

earned Reserve-level wine, white peach, cantaloupe 
and lemon-lime defi ne the ripeness of fruit on the 
palate, providing a fresh lushness around its sub-
stantive body and weight. A hit of decadent toff ee 
lurks on the fi nish.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Stonestreet   2014   Estate   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Alexander Valley ).  From high-elevation 

blocks once devoted to Cabernet Sauvignon, this ex-
ceptionally craft ed wine reveals a worthwhile trade-
off , fl avors celebratory in pear and peach. Fragrant 
and fl oral, it off ers zesty acidity in Meyer-lemon 
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form, fi nishing in lasting waves of more lemon.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Vincent Vineyards   2013   Family Reserve   Sau-
vignon Blanc  ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Enticing 

aromas of white lilies, nectarines, white peach, 
honey-lime water and chalky stone hit the nose on 
this wine from a new vineyard on Highway 154 in 
the likely-to-be-named Los Olivos District. The pal-
ate is creamy down the center but with tangy edges, 
off ering fl avors of lime yogurt and pink grapefruit 
pith.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Fiddlehead   2013   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  A slight hint of 

petrol on the nose of this wine by veteran Kathy Jo-
seph then ventures into delicate and soft  aromas of 
preserved lemons and scratched grapefruit skin. It’s 
edgy in style, treading a pithy line of tangelo, pom-
elo and yellow grapefruit, with racy and lingering 
lemon-spritz acidity.  — M.K.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Grassini   2014   Estate Grown Estate Bottled 
  Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy Canyon of Santa Bar-

bara ).  For full review see page 161.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Grimm’s Bluff   2014   Reserve   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  A sleek 

blend of wet-cement minerality, slight dairy notes, 
citrus pith and a grapefruit spritz freshness makes 
for a very inviting nose on this wine from a new 
vineyard that overlooks the Santa Ynez River. A 
rocky, grassy element powers the palate, with lime 
zest and chopped Granny Smith apple-peel fl avors.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 48   

      91   Groth   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Napa Valley ). 
 Complemented by 9% Sémillon, this con-

centrated, creamy young wine is generous in pear, 
peach and subtle pineapple. Tart, it remains fresh 
and focused in the glass, with a lushness that’s 
memorable and compelling. An impactful fi nish 
wraps things up nicely.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 21   

      91   Navarro   2014   Cuvée 128   Sauvignon Blanc  ( An-
derson Valley ).  Both elegant and refreshing, 

this citrus and fl oral-infused wine follows the Na-
varro house style for whites, which includes great 
balance, rounded mouthfeel and honey and fl oral 
accents. It’s medium bodied, vibrant with acidity 
and wonderfully complex.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 16   

      91   Storm   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Santa Ynez Val-
ley ).  A slight skunky, entirely pleasant aroma 

of damp herbs hits the nose fi rst on this bottling 
by South African vintner Ernst Storm, then a slick 
rush of lemon-lime peels, ripe kiwi and green apple 

blossoms washes in. Flavors are driven by grapefruit 
and pomelo, with a wet-cement minerality.  — M.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Trione   2014   River Road Ranch   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Russian River Valley ).  Grassy lime, 

kiwi and crème brûlée provide succulence and 
substance to this wine, surrounded refreshingly by 
ebullient acidity. Fermented in stainless steel, it 
was then aged minimally in neutral French oak. The 
wood provides fi rm structure without getting in the 
way of the fruit.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 23   

      90   Black Stallion   2014   Limited Release   Sauvi-
gnon Blanc  ( Napa Valley ).  For full review 

see page 164.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 26   

      90   Brander   2013   au Naturel   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Light and delicate on 

the nose with lime blossoms and damp herbs, this 
top-end bottling from Fred Brander shows lots of 
peppery energy once sipped. The tense palate is 
more about texture than fl avors, yet wet cement, 
ripe lime, grass and oregano do make fl ashy appear-
ances.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Dragonette   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  There’s a touch 

of reductive petrol on the nose of this wine, which 
is a 50-50 blend between Vogelzang and Grassini 
vineyards. It also off ers lime zest, golden pear fl esh 
and barely ripe peach. A cut-grass element shows 
on the palate as well as sour lime and Bosc pear 
peels.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Dragonette   2013   Grassini Family Vineyard  
 Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy Canyon of Santa 

Barbara ).  Distinctive elements on the nose of this 
wine from the Buellton-based winery include dried 
peach, lemon ice and a touch of yogurt and sour 
cream. There is a dairy tang to the palate and only 
the slightest touch of green, with aged lemon peels, 
sour nectarine and tart plum-fl esh fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 45   

      90   Dragonette   2013   Vogelzang Vineyard   Sauvi-
gnon Blanc  ( Happy Canyon of Santa Barba-

ra ).  Poached apple, tart nectarine skins and a tiny 
whiff  of petrol decorate the nose of this single-vine-
yard study that received 14% new oak. It’s clean and 
easy on the palate, with Golden Delicious apples, 
cement stoniness and a pear skin tartness.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 45   

      90   Ehlers Estate   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( St. 
Helena ).  This wine comes from a single 

vineyard and is 100% varietal, off ering dry, crisp 
lightness. Light oak aging provides structure un-
derneath tart acidity and fl oral aromatics, providing 
intensity and vibrancy.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 28   
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      90   Frostwatch   2014   Kismet   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Bennett Valley ).  This majority Sauvignon 

Blanc also contains almost 25% Sémillon, giving it 
a tropical, papaya-like bouquet. Layers of medium 
body and a developing texture provide weight and 
complexity while a balance of tangy acidity and fl o-
ral aromas remain pleasing all around.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Galerie   2014   Equitem   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Knights Valley ).  An inviting hint of coco-

nut water opens the bouquet of this wine, followed 
by lemon zest, lime and grapefruit. Oak makes an 
appearance on the palate, but with subtlety, fi nish-
ing dry and refreshing with a lightness to the end.  
— V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Grimm’s Bluff   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  This is a sleek, 

crisp and streamlined fi rst off ering from the young 
appellation’s newest vineyard, which overlooks 
nearby Lake Cachuma. Fresh and bright lime sorbet 
aromas lead to peppery verve on the palate, with fl a-
vors of white pepper, cut grass, sour lime skins and 
apple peels.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 36   

      90   Kitá   2013   Camp 4 Vineyard   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  For full review see page 

166.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Lake and Vine Cellars   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Lake County ).  Crisp and appetizing lem-

on and grapefruit fl avors do their job very well in 
this vivid, refreshing and medium-bodied wine. Its 
bright acidity makes the mouth water and will help 
it pair beautifully with a wide variety of foods.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Liberated   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Sonoma 
County ).  This is a new line of label-driv-

en wine meant to be adventurous and whimsical. 
Catchy label aside, the wine inside entirely delivers 
in well-integrated fruit and fl oral characteristics, 
showing the crispness of its stainless-steel fermen-
tation. Tangy, it’s both tart and tropical, fi nishing 
focused and lean.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      90   Magna Mater   2014   Vogelzang Vineyard  
 Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy Canyon of Santa 

Barbara ).  Made by Jordan Fiorentini of Epoch in 
Paso Robles, this boutique bottling shows red apple 
fl esh, yellow pears, salted lime skins and scratched 
lemon aromas. There is bright energy to the sip, 
with fl avors of stony chalk and apples drizzled with 
pink lemonade.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Materra   2014   Cunat Family Vineyards   Sau-
vignon Blanc  ( Oak Knoll District ).  For full 

review see page 167.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Noble Vines   2014   242   Sauvignon Blanc  ( San 
Bernabe ).  For full review see page 171.   Best 

Buy  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   

      90   Rodney Strong   2014   Charlotte’s Home Es-
tate Vineyards   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Northern 

Sonoma ).  For full review see page 168.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      90   Wente   2013   Louis Mel   Sauvignon Blanc  ( San 
Francisco Bay-Livermore Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 172.   Best Buy  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Brave & Maiden   2014   Estate   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Soft  and easy on 

the nose, this wine by a newer estate suggests ripe 
kiwis, Key lime and a brisk minerality. Broad and 
approachable fl avors will be inviting to many pal-
ates. Flavors of apple fl esh and pear cider go down 
easy on a hot day.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Comartin   2014   Stone Row Zabala Vineyard  
 Sauvignon Blanc  ( Arroyo Seco ).  Gooseberry 

and lemon peel mix with a wet cement, stony char-
acter on the nose of this crisp sipper from the mid-
dle of Monterey County. It’s light, bright and tart on 
the palate, with lime peel, grapefruit peel and grassy 
tones, all laid across a zesty energy and cement min-
erality.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 25   

      89   J. Lohr   2014   Flume Crossing   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Arroyo Seco ).  For those who want classi-

cally grassy and energetic Sauv Blanc fl avors, this 
widely available bottling is perfect. Aromas of both 
boisterously tropical fruit and funky cut grass lead 
into a zingy palate of white pepper, bell pepper, ce-
ment and lime.   Best Buy  .  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 14   

      89   Jamie Slone Wines   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  Lemon 

rinds, green apple skins, white fl owers and a hint 
of pineapple guava decorate the nose of this wine 
from a former race car driver. It has tons of chalky 
mineral zing on the palate, which is crisp and light 
with grassy fl avor and pithy grip.  — M.K.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Lucas & Lewellen   2014   Estate   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Santa Barbara County ).  Bright and 

fresh on the nose with crystalline aromas of lime 
juice, apple skins and tropical-leaning plumeria, 
this is a very quaff able wine. The palate shows ap-
ple and pear fl esh, cut with just enough lime zest.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Magna Mater   2013   Vogelzang Vineyard   Sau-
vignon Blanc  ( Happy Canyon of Santa Barba-

ra ).  The expected cut-grass greenness shows on the 

nose of this wine, but so do plenty of white fl owers, 
nectarine, golden apples and chalk. The palate is 
rather rich in style for this grape, perhaps explained 
by its slight aging, but well done with ripe apple 
fl esh and more cut-grass fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Morgan   2013   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Monterey ). 
 All ranges of pear show on the nose of this 

tasty wine, from Anjou to Bosc, poached to canned, 
and so forth. The palate also off ers a pear-cider fl a-
vor profi le, with some yellow apple peels, iodine 
and a sour yogurt character adding to the intrigue.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Piocho   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Happy Can-
yon of Santa Barbara ).  Petrol, sliced tennis 

ball and fresh-cut grass show on the nose of this 
bottling that is boosted in the suavity category by 
13% Sémillon. It’s immediately lively on the tongue, 
with soda and lime-pith energy giving tension to the 
Anjou pear skins and kumquat fruit.  — M.K.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 21   

      89   Santa Barbara Winery   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Fragrant aromas of An-

jou pear and green apple skins make for a fresh and 
fruit nose on this wine that is cut with lime-peel 
bitterness. It’s delicate at fi rst on the palate, with 
a slightly sour yellow grapefruit-peel fl avor that 
leaves an energetic zing in the mouth.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Brander   2014   Buttonwood Vineyard   Sauvi-
gnon Blanc  ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  There’s a 

dark green dankness on the nose of this single-vine-
yard wine, with wet basil and damp oregano mixing 
with lawn cuttings and dark-green lime peels. The 
sip shows tangy lime zest, lime juice and a wet-ce-
ment minerality.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Buttonwood   2013   Signature Blend   Sau-
vignon Blanc  ( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Just-

squeezed lime mixes with soda for a light, refreshing 
aroma on this wine from the longtime Sauv Blanc 
producer in the middle of the Santa Ynez Valley. The 
palate is all citrus, with lime sorbet and lemon-pith 
fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Geyser Peak   2014   River Ranches   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Russian River Valley ).  For full review 

see page 169.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

      88   Guenoc   2013   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Lake Coun-
ty ).  This wine captures the popular grape-

fruity, grassy style of the variety in a crisp, refresh-
ing and fl avorful way. Light to medium bodied and 
full of bracing acidity, it will be great with seafood 
or as a pre-dinner drink.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 16   
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      88   J. Lohr   2014   Carol’s Vineyard   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( St. Helena ).  Zesty acidity wraps it-

self around well-defi ned fl avors of lemon and grape-
fruit in this mostly stainless-steel fermented white. 
The fi nish maintains the minerality, adding on a 
taste of fi g.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      88   J. Rickards   2014   Croft  Vineyard   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Alexander Valley ).  Eff ervescent lem-

on, lime and grapefruit and a fl inty edge defi ne this 
crisp white, aged mostly in stainless steel. A ripe, 
unctuous fi nish gives the wine subtle power and vo-
luptuousness.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 21   

      88   Kunde   2014   Magnolia Lane   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Sonoma Valley ).  This estate-grown white 

is consistently yummy, tangy in lemon peel and 
fresh-squeezed lemon, with a splash of fresh grape-
fruit. Dry and crisp, it fi nishes refreshingly, an ideal 
wine for light appetizers and most rewardingly, raw 
oysters.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Oberon   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Napa Val-
ley ).  A healthy percentage of Sauvignon 

Musque sets the tone for this creamy and somewhat 
spicy white wine, a mix of vanilla and unctuous 
fi g that fi nds a balance with fl avors of crisp, green 
apple and melon. Fresh acidity keeps the fullness of 
the wine in check.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Red C   2014   Allan Nelson Vineyard   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Dry Creek Valley ).  Fresh-squeezed 

lemon and jalapeño open the bouquet of this wine, 
kosher-made in Berkeley by Covenant. With the 
right pairing, it’ll sing, off ering medium texture and 
a lengthy fi nish, the acidity balanced and in keeping 
with the fresh elements of tropical fruit and citrus.  
 Kosher.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      87   Bianchi   2014   Signture Selection   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Monterey ).  Classic with grassy scents 

on the nose, this also shows lime peel, lemongrass, 
ripe honeydew and slight passionfruit aromas. Ripe 
Anjou pear powers the tip of the palate, with sharp-
er grass elements and a sour citrus fl avor emerging 
later.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 16   

      87   Frei Brothers   2014   Reserve   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Russian River Valley ).  A creamy, full-bodied 

expression of the variety, this conveys a fruit basket 
of apple, pear and kiwi while also off ering a lilt of 
New World grassiness and herb.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Provenance Vineyards   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Rutherford ).  Unctuous in mouthfeel, this 

white off ers ripe peach, almost a peach cobbler, with 
a complement of vanilla. The bouquet is somewhat 

grassy and herbal, before an explosion of fruit and 
cream is delivered on the full-bodied palate.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 23   

      87   Tin Barn   2013   Hi Vista Vineyard   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Carneros ).  Salty, briny and tart, this 

was aged mostly in stainless steel, with 25% or 
so barrel-fermented. Ripe in melon and pear, the 
light-bodied quaff  fi nishes crisp and clean. Hi Vista 
Vineyard belongs to the longtime owner of the Cliff  
House Restaurant in San Francisco and is farmed by 
Ned Hill.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      86   Dutton Estate   2014   Dutton Ranch Kylie’s 
Cuvee   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Russian River Val-

ley ).  Fermented in stainless steel and then aged in 
neutral oak, this estate-driven white is crisp and 
complex, with what comes off  as an intensity of dark 
oak. Gooseberry and lychee provide an intrigue on 
the nose, before a concentrated fi nish reveals high 
acidity.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 23   

      86   Jason-Stephens   2013   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Central Coast ).  There are very distinctive 

botanical aromas on this wine, from salted orange 
peels to juniper bush, almost like a gin. The palate 
is also incredibly herbal, with dried dill, marjoram 

and basil, which makes for a very interesting sipper 
though perhaps a bit odd for some.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 18   

      86   Picayune   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Sonoma 
County-Napa County ).  Sweetly ripe on the 

nose, this is a meaty, full-bodied and somewhat 
oaky white wine. The majority of the fruit comes 
from Sonoma County, the rest from Napa. White 
peach and vanilla mark the palate, fi nishing fresh 
and round.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 21   

      86   Provenance Vineyards   2014   Wildwood Vine-
yard   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Rutherford ).  Candied 

apricot dominates on the nose and palate of this 
vineyard-designated wine that is fl eshy and refl ec-
tive of its fi ve months in new French oak. Creamy 
and round, it fi nishes ripe and rich.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 26   

PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

      90   Keller Estate   2013   La Cruz Vineyard   Pinot 
Gris  ( Sonoma Coast ).  For full review see 

page 166.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 30   
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      90   Terra d’Oro   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  For full review see page 169.   Edi-

tors’ Choice  .  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Angel’s Cup   2013   Vineyard Selection   Pinot 
Grigio  ( California ).  Tasty fl avors like Pip-

pin apple and tangy cherry, plus a smooth and lively 
texture bring a lot of appeal to this light-bodied 
wine. The combination of crisp acidity, luxurious 
mouthfeel and bright but subtle fl avors is a winning 
one.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 12   

      88   MacMurray Estate Vineyards   2014   Pinot 
Gris  ( Russian River Valley ).  Tart and ripe in 

grapefruit and lime, this is an easygoing quaff  with 
buzzy acidity that will be enjoyable on a summer’s 
day or at a casual gathering. Light, it fi nishes muted 
and fast.  — V.B.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 20   

      88   McManis   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( California ).  For 
full review see page 172.   Best Buy  .  

abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 10   

      87   Line 39   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( California ).  This 
wine tastes appley, fresh and crisp, begin-

ning with bright fl oral aromas, then off ering vibrant 
Pippin apple and citrus fl avors. The body is light 
and the texture smooth but nicely tangy.   Best Buy  .  
— J.G.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 12   

      84   Backhouse   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( California ). 
 Made in a richer-than-usual style, this 

wine shows fl oral and melon aromas, medium to 
full body, dry honeydew melon fl avors and a smooth 
rather than crisp texture.   Best Buy  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 8   

      84   Bianchi   2014   Signature Selection   Pinot Gri-
gio  ( Santa Barbara County ).  Sharp aromas 

of Mexican lime peel mix with struck match and ce-
ment on this nose. The palate is extremely tart and 
sour.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 15   

      84   Redtree   2013   Pinot Grigio  ( California ). 
 Aromas and fl avors like mixed fruit cock-

tail and a rather soft  texture make this a pleasant, 
easy-drinking wine. Medium bodied and not tart, it 
seems almost sweet on the fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 9   

RIESLING

      92   Scratch   2013   Riesling  ( Arroyo Seco ).  For full 
review see page 158.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  12.7%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Standing Sun   2013   Camp 4 Vineyard   Riesling  
( Santa Barbara County ).  This wine shows a 

very intriguing nose of iodine, preserved lemons, 

orange marmalade and dried daff odils. The palate is 
quite distinctive with dried jasmine fl owers, dried 
lemon peels and a sour-orange element shining 
throughout.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Margerum   2014   Riesling  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  Very light and slightly sweet in 

style, this low-alcohol bottling off ers stone fruit, 
lemon juice and peels, and the slightest hint of pet-
rol on the honeyed nose. Exceedingly bright and 
crisp on the palate, the peachy sweetness is cut by 
a nearly bubbly acidity. It would be great for pool 
parties.  — M.K.  
abv:  8.1%  Price: $ 21   

      87   J. Lohr   2014   Bay Mist   Riesling  ( Monterey 
County ).  Lemon-lime soda, chalk and gin-

and-tonic cocktail elements power the nose on 
this zesty, medium-sweet bottling. The mouthfeel 
is soft , with lime juice and quinine cutting the ripe 
orange-syrup notes.   Best Buy  .  — M.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 10   

GEWÜRZTRAMINER

      90   Husch   2014   Estate Bottled Dry   Gewurztra-
miner  ( Anderson Valley ).  Fragrant, complex 

aromas of rose petals and grapefruit lead to bold, 
fresh grapefruit and papaya fl avors in this medium-
bodied, dry wine. Anderson Valley is a great spot for 
Alsace varietals and this is a prime example.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 16   

      90   Navarro   2014   DrCuvée Traditional   Gewürz-
traminer  ( Anderson Valley ).  Rose-petal aro-

mas and luscious melon and grapefruit fl avors give 
plenty of interest to this medium-bodied, dry and 
ultrasmooth wine from a stalwart winery. Delicious 
on its own for lunch or cocktail hour, it also makes 
a great counterpoint with Thai food and shellfi sh.  
— J.G.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 16   

      89   Philo Ridge   2013   Ferrington Vineyard  
 Gewürztraminer  ( Anderson Valley ).  This dry 

wine from one of Anderson Valley’s storied vineyard 
properties is full bodied, with a wonderfully rich 
texture and subtly fruity and layered fl avors. Try 
this in place of a Chardonnay with cheese or seafood 
for a change of pace.   — J.G.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 19   

      87   Panthea   2012   Gewürztraminer  ( Anderson 
Valley ).  Aromas like fresh fl owers and rose-

mary lead to lively citrus fl avors and a dry balance 
that makes this wine more serious than many of its 
peers. Light to medium bodied and brisk with acid-
ity, it’s very thirst-quenching.  — J.G.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

ROUSSANNE

      91   Stolpman   2013   Roussanne  ( Ballard Canyon ). 
 Warm aromas of lemon preserves, smoked 

honeysuckle and lightly honeyed Marcona almonds 
are cut with a citrus freshness on the nose of this 
estate-grown wine. A citrus-blossom character 
starts the sip followed by rounded saltiness and ap-
ple-fl esh fl avor in the midpalate. It’s altogether very 
luscious and yet enlivening to the mouth.  — M.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Zinke   2013   Roussanne  ( Ballard Canyon ).  For 
full review see page 164.   

abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Carucci   2013   Zaca Mesa Vineyard   Roussanne  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  Concentrated honey 

aromas decorate grilled white peach and scratched 
tangerine-skin aromas on this wine from one of the 
region’s most historically Rhône-focused vineyards. 
Both Bosc and Anjou pear skins power the expertly 
restrained palate on this oft en unctuous grape, with 
a nice kumquat-enhanced tannic grip.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Stolpman   2013   L’Avion   Roussanne  ( Ballard 
Canyon ).  Edges of lemon juice and plumeria 

fl owers accent denser peach and sea salt aromas on 
this popular bottling from winemaker Sashi Moor-
man. He keeps this oft en dense grape light and play-
ful, with fl avors of lime sorbet, nectarine fl esh, sea 
salt, white rocks and a nicely herbal twist of minty 
dill.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 38   

VIOGNIER

      91   Stolpman   2014   Viognier  ( Ballard Canyon ). 
 Beeswax, lemon-laced sour cream and a 

peach-blossom ripeness combine on the nose of 
this excellently restrained wine from a highly vari-
able, oft en overripe grape. There is great energy and 
balance on the palate, with a light nuttiness and a 
touch of honey that will drink well for a few years.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      89   Carucci   2013   Sanford & Benedict Vineyard  
 Viognier  ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  There’s a vague 

honey character on the nose of this wine from the 
historic vineyard, followed by a fresh lemon, lime-
chiff on and white-fl ower character. The palate is 
clean and crisp with minerally fl avors, off ering Gala 
apple skins and tangy lime juice, but right down the 
middle and never overdone.  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Zinke   2013   Viognier  ( Santa Barbara County ). 
 This is tropical, boisterous rendition of the 

grape, with heavy tuberose, white lily, peach and 
apple-blossom aromas. The palate combines honey-
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suckle, ripe apple fl esh and pineapple-guava fl avors.  
— M.K.  
abv:  15.3%  Price: $ 24   

      87   Standing Sun   2013   Viognier  ( Santa Barbara 
County ).  Oxidative aromas of macadamia 

nuts, walnut oil, marzipan and dried lemon are 
happily cut by a soda character on the nose of this 
bottling. The palate off ers preserved lemons, seared 
marshmallow and nut oils, proving fairly fat on the 
sip.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 24   

      86   MCV   2013   Viognier  ( Paso Robles ).  This 
is warm and tropical on the nose, with 

banana, papaya, honeysuckle and tuberose aro-
mas proving a bit overpowering. The palate off ers 
smoked apple fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 30   

WHITE BLENDS

      92   Barden   2014   Fonte    ( Sta. Rita Hills ).  Very 
light in the glass, this vanguard blend of 9% 

Chardonnay, 29% Pinot Blanc and 32% Pinot Gris 
shows tight aromas of wet cement, sliced apple, Key 
lime sorbet and kiwi popsicle. There’s lots of brisk, 
apple- and pear-driven energy on the palate, which 
also off ers a very stony character and white-rock 
minerality, all dancing across the tongue with pa-
nache.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.1%  Price: $ 36   

      92   Buttonwood   2012   Devin    ( Santa Ynez Val-
ley ).  The 33% Semillion shows strongly in 

this Bordeaux-style blend, with the rest Sauvignon 
Blanc. Toasted Marcona almonds, preserved lem-
ons, dried limes, iodine and walnut oil greet the 
nose. The nut-oil character is laced throughout the 
palate, with dried yellow fruits and a touch of earth-
iness. It’s fresh yet creamy, and perfect for a wide 
range of cheeses.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Brecon Estate   2014   Viognier-Grenache Blanc  
( Paso Robles ).  For full review see page 160.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 27   

      91   Carol Shelton   2013   Coquille Blanc    ( Paso 
Robles ).  A zesty blend of Grenache Blanc, 

Roussanne, Marsanne and Viognier, this shows 
melon, tuberose, white lily and sharp lemon zest 
on the nose. The palate treads between energy and 
warmth, off ering citrusy acidity against buttered, 
toasted nuts, all framed by a pithy grip that keeps 
the texture center stage.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Barrack   2013   Happy Canyon Vineyard Blanc  
  ( Happy Canyon of Santa Barbara ).  Clean, 

crisp and stony with aromas of rain on cement, Bosc 
pear, honeysuckle, apple syrup and tangerine juice, 
this blend of 67% Sémillon and 33% Sauvignon 
Blanc is quite dynamic for a light white. The pal-

ate shows dried apple rinds, guava skins and more 
tropicality, but with pithy tang and judicious re-
straint.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.1%  Price: $ 36   

      90   Sarah’s Vineyard   2013   Cote de Madonne 
Blanc    ( Santa Clara Valley ).  This blend of 

Roussanne, Viognier, Marsanne and Grenache Blanc 
has a serious line of minerality apparent on the nose 
as well as pear blossom, pineapple-guava skin and 
a dairy tang. The palate clings to Meyer lemon pith 
and Greek yogurt fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Billhook   2013   White  ( Santa Barbara Coun-
ty ).  This smartly priced blend of 35% 

Viognier, 35% Marsanne and 20% Grenache Blanc 
is quite steely and focused on the nose, with apple 
blossoms and a suave fl orality. Flavors are tight and 
clean with sour apples and citrus pith, proving live-
ly and refreshing.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Gershon Bachus   2013   Euphros De Portola 
Trail Vineyard    ( Temecula ).  An intriguing 

blend of 40% Pinot Grigio, 40% Vermentino and 
20% Viognier, this shows rounded nectarine, white 
peach, red apple, lime peel and lemon bars on the 
nose. It’s quite crisp and dry on the palate, with 
chalky texture and lots of citrus, from mandarin or-
ange pith to lime juice.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 32   

      89   Navarro   2014   Edelzwicker  ( Anderson Val-
ley ).  Aromas of honeysuckle, honey and 

ripe peach are bright and enticing in this slightly 
sweet, smooth fruit bowl of a wine. Medium body 
and mild acidity make it easy to drink. The sweet-
ness and fruitiness should pair nicely with cheeses 
and spicy foods.  — J.G.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 16   

      89   Volatus   2014   Inside Passage Reserve    ( Paso 
Robles ).  Made to pair with halibut on the 

winemaker’s annual trip to Alaska, this blend of 
68% Viognier, 16% Marsanne and 16% Grenache 
Blanc shows beeswax, seared pears, caramel corn, 
apple syrup and peach crème brûlée on the nose. 
It’s light and playful on the palate, with ripe lem-
ons, rounded stone fruit, honeysuckle and citrus 
zest.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Fess Parker   2014   Marcella’s   White  ( Santa 
Barbara County ).  This easy-drinking blend 

of 86% Viognier, 8% Roussanne, 3% Marsanne 
and 3% Grenache Blanc—featuring a sailboat paint-
ing by Santa Barbara artist Chris Potter—off ers aro-
mas of fl ambéed bananas and toasted coconut on 
the nose. The palate shows grapefruit pith and the 
warmth of browned pears and seared red apples, 
seasoned with a nice sparkle of acidity.  — M.K.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 19   
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      88   Wattle Creek   2014   Kristine’s Cuvée    ( Alex-
ander Valley ).  This wine is a blend of 60% 

Viognier, 30% Sauvignon Blanc and 10% Muscat. 
The combo works, providing fl oral, lychee-like aro-
mas from the Muscat and a light, slightly off -dry 
palate with tropical verve and shocks of orange 
blossom with honey.  — V.B.  
abv:  13.1%  Price: $ 22   

      85   Smashberry   2013   White  ( Central Coast ).  Ex-
tremely ripe and tropical on the nose, with 

candied apple blossoms, lemon-lime soda and ruby-
red grapefruit jelly, this blend of Roussanne, Mus-
cat Canelli and Riesling leans a bit sweet with 1.6% 
residual sugar. The palate is consumed by red-apple 
ripeness.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 15   

OTHER WHITE WINES

      93   Solminer   2014   Grüner Veltliner  ( Santa Ynez 
Valley ).  This wine’s excellently layered 

yet light nose mixes pomelo skin with tangelo and 
lime-spritzed pink-apple notes. The palate is ex-
tremely nervy, with grippy lemon-skin texture and 
squeezed-citrus fl avors, all balanced by riper apple. 
It’s like biting into a cold, crisp, just-ripe pear or 
nectarine.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  11.7%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Miroballi Wines   2013   Grenache Blanc  ( San-
ta Ynez Valley ).  This bottling from young 

winemaker Michael Miroballi shows lime blossom, 
chalk, fresh rain on concrete and nectarine fl esh on 
the nose. The palate is exuberant with fl avors but 
they’re not ripe, instead showing lime peels and 
juice, a cement-like grip and a buzzing sensation 
that overtakes the mouth like a Sichuan pepper-
corn.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Margerum   2014   Grenache Blanc  ( Santa Barba-
ra County ).  Very light in color, this wine has 

a brisk nose that shows Key lime peel, lemongrass, 
grapefruit blossom and a wet-concrete minerality. 
There is tremendous energy and zest on the palate, 
which is steely and stony with fl avors of red grape-
fruit and a great textural grip.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 21   

      89   Bravium   2014   Wiley Vineyard Oak Barrel 
Aged Blanc   Pinot Noir  ( Anderson Valley ).  A 

very light cherry and strawberry fl avor runs through 
this pale-colored, light-bodied and very fresh white 
wine made from red grapes. It tastes nicely dry, 
tangy and appetizing, and should make a great pair-
ing with seafood and fresh cheeses.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.7%  Price: $ 49   

      89   Bravium   2014   Wiley Vineyard Stainless Steel 
Fermented Blanc   Pinot Noir  ( Anderson Val-

ley ).  Dry and refreshing, this is a nicely balanced 
wine with subtle fl avors like crisp apple and peach 
skin. The texture starts out crisp and tangy and 

mellows on the fi nish to a smooth polish. It’s fun to 
compare this to its sister wine from Bravium aged 
in oak.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 49   

      89   Brecon Estate   2014   Albariño  ( Central 
Coast ).  This is a tight and bright take on the 

grape with steely kiwi and scratched pomelo aro-
mas. The palate is framed by appealing pome fruit 
with a touch of juicy lemons and the slightest shred 
of sweetness.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 26   

SPARKLING WINES

      95   Roederer Estate   2007   Brut L’Ermitage Es-
tate Bottled    ( Anderson Valley ).  Very fruity 

and fresh in aroma, this elegant wine has light, crisp 
apple and lemon fl avors, fresh-baked bread accents 
and lively acidity. A layered texture seems to blend 
in accents of almond and vanilla, increasing com-
plexity with each sip. It’s one of California’s blue-
chip bubblies.  — J.G.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 48   

      94   Iron Horse   2010   Brut X    ( Green Valley ).  For 
full review see page 152.   Editors’ Choice  .  

abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Foundry   2013   Sangiacomo Road Vineyard 
Blanc de Blancs    ( Sonoma Coast ).  Made in 

a Méthode Champenoise style from well-farmed 
vineyards, this Blanc de Blancs is sharp in acid-
ity and biting fl avors of green apple and lemon 
zest. Crisp and fresh, it’s also complex and slightly 
brooding, weaving in waves of brioche and almond 
as it goes.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.4%  Price: $ 44   

      93   Gloria Ferrer   2007   Royal Cuvée Brut Late-
Disgorged    ( Carneros ).  For full review see 

page 154.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Iron Horse   2010   National Geographic Ocean 
Reserve Blanc de Blancs    ( Green Valley ).  For 

full review see page 154.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Roederer Estate   NV   Brut Rosé    ( Anderson 
Valley ).  A complex and complete wine with 

everything in place, this tastes delicious from the 
fi rst whiff  to the lingering fi nish. It has fresh-baked 
bread and light peach aromas and white-cherry fl a-
vors. Well balanced, it’s layered on a subtle level 
and harmonious.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 29   

      92   Gloria Ferrer   NV   Sonoma Brut    ( Sonoma 
County ).  For full review see page 157.  

abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      92   Iron Horse   2010   Classic Vintage Brut    ( Green 
Valley ).  For full review see page 157.  

abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Roederer Estate   NV   Estate Bottled Brut   
  ( Anderson Valley ).  The fruit fl avors are 

apparent, fresh and lively in this medium-bodied, 
beautifully balanced brut. Light pear and pineapple 
aromas are followed by richer pear and citrus fl a-
vors, and subtle hints of baking spices, almonds and 
a nice earthy touch emerge.   Editors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 24   

      92   Scharffenberger   NV   Brut Excellence    ( Men-
docino ).  This wine shows amazing complex-

ity, subtle richness, layers of fl avor and an ultra-
smooth texture. A foundation of fruit fl avor is very 
solid, and the acidity is fi rm and refreshing. The 
mouthfeel is plush and the fi nish lingers, making it 
a grand wine for a special occasion.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— J.G.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 20   

      91   Iron Horse   2011   Wedding Cuvée    ( Green Valley ). 
 For full review see page 161.  

abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 44   

      91   Iron Horse   2010   Russian Cuvée    ( Green Valley ). 
 For full review see page 161.  

abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 42   

      91   Mumm Napa   NV   Brut Rosé    ( Napa County ).  A 
blend of 80% Pinot Noir with 20% Char-

donnay, this rosé sparkles in well-hewn acidity, a 
dry mix of white peach that’s fruity and decadent in 
creamy waves of soft  texture and yeasty bubbles. It 
fi nishes with length and breadth, an ideal match for 
the table.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Mumm Napa   2009   DVX Rosé    ( Napa Valley ). 
 The producer’s fl agship high-end sparkler 

starts with 52% Pinot Noir, adding in 48% Char-
donnay, a touch of residual sugar (10 g/L) and 44 
months in bottle. Peach and cherry take on candied 
fl avors in the glass, adding an opulence to the lean-
er notes of tart orange and grapefruit. Round and 
smooth on the palate, it’s enjoyable now.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 70   

      91   Saint Gregory   NV   Cuvee Trudi Cuvee #10   Rosé  
( Potter Valley ).  This charming wine shows 

the benefi ts of extra maturity. It has a light salmon 
color, and spicy, doughy aromas. Complex and lay-
ered fl avors like cinnamon, ginger, hints of cream 
and fresh bread provide a lingering fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Scharffenberger   NV   Brut Rosé Excellence  
  ( Mendocino ).  This is a classy bottle of bub-

bly from the light copper color to the lightly fruity, 
yeasty aromas to the crisp mouthfeel and satisfying 
spice and raspberry fl avors. A sense of layered rich-
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ness is balanced by good acidity for balance.   Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — J.G.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 23   

      91   Schramsberg   2011   Crémant Demi-Sec    ( Napa 
Valley ).  Made from 85% Flora, 9% Pinot 

Noir and 6% Chardonnay in a Méthode Traditio-
nelle style, with 3.5 g/L of residual sugar, this wine 
is dry on the nose, while taking on a slightly sweet-
er, velvety texture on the palate. Apple and brioche 
combine with a touch of anise, vanilla and peach for 
a smooth, intoxicating quaff  that’s entirely enjoy-
able.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 39   

      90   Foundry   2013   Sonoma Stage Vineyard Blanc 
de Noirs    ( Sonoma Coast ).  Copper-pink in 

color, this Méthode Champenoise Blanc de Noirs 
from a specifi c vineyard site off ers well-developed 
fl avors of strawberry cream and fennel around a 
medium tier of acidity. The spicy fi nish ends well.  
— V.B.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 48   

      90   Gloria Ferrer   NV   Blanc de Blancs    ( Carneros ). 
 Shy aromas of crisp yellow apple and brown 

sugar follow up on the palate, with compelling hints 
of orange blossom along the way. Quaff able and lik-
able, it’s made from 100% Chardonnay and fi nishes 
mellow and refi ned.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Mirabelle   NV   Brut Rose    ( California ).  This 
bubbly from Schramsberg has a deepish, 

salmon color and peach, melon and ginger cookie 
aromas. It combines crispness and fi nesse, fruit 
with complexity. Hints of almond, walnut and sub-
tle spices come out on the lingering fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Chandon   NV   Rosé    ( California ).  Foamy, fresh 
and rather soft , this mouthfi lling wine 

smells subtly like raspberries and cherries. It tastes 
attractively fruity and has a smooth texture.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Dennen   NV   Charismatic Fool Sparkling Rosé  
  ( North Coast ).  This has a bright salmon 

color, vivid apple and ripe peach aromas and a soft , 
mouthfi lling texture. Rich, slightly sweet fl avors 
blend savory, almost salty accents with fruit on the 
way to a soft  fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Gloria Ferrer   NV   Blanc de Noirs    ( Carneros ). 
 Made from a predominance of Pinot Noir, 

with 8% Chardonnay, this is a full-bodied, creamy-
thick sparkler.Its bouquet mixes shy white peach 
and strawberry-vanilla, elements that follow on the 
palate.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      87   Gloria Ferrer   NV   Va de Vi    ( Sonoma County ). 
 This is the producer’s popular mix of Pi-

not Noir, Chardonnay and Muscat grapes, made 

Méthode Champenoise. It off ers a fuller body and 
slightly less acidity than some of its other sparklers. 
Good & Plenty licorice jumps out, followed by a ripe 
combination of strawberry, peach and vanilla.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      87   Mumm Napa   NV   Blanc de Blancs    ( Napa Coun-
ty ).  Made from a majority of Chardonnay, 

this Blanc de Blancs also holds 10% Pinot Gris. It’s 
well made for the price, with simple layers of pear, 
honey and medium-tuned acidity. The fi nish is on 
the richer side.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      87   Mumm Napa   2011   Blanc de Blancs Reserve  
  ( Napa County ).  Dark, brooding tones of oak, 

caramel and hazelnut form around medium acidity 
and a full-fi gured body of voluptuous texture in this 
Blanc de Blancs, a combination of 95% Chardonnay 
and 5% Pinot Grigio.  — V.B.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 42   

      87   Rack & Riddle   NV   Brut    ( North Coast ).  Aromas 
like raspberry and fresh bread, and fl avors 

that are fresh, bright and fruity make this dry wine 
refreshing. The eff ervescence is soft  but the balance 
seems steely and the body not too heavy.   — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

      86   Barefoot Bubbly   NV   Extra Dry    ( California ). 
 For full review see page 172.   Best Buy  .  

abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 10   

      86   Rack & Riddle   NV   Sparkling Rosé    ( North 
Coast ).  This elegant and fl avorful wine has 

a vivid salmon color. Aromas combine cherries and 
a slight earthiness, paired with a luxurious texture 
from the tiny bubbles and slight sweetness. Attrac-
tive layers of fl avor and the rich texture keep it lin-
gering on the fi nish.  — J.G.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

ROSÉS

      92   Cebada   2014   Estate Grown Rosé of   Pinot Noir  
( Santa Ynez Valley ).  For full review see page 

157.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 28   

      92   Red Car   2014   Rosé of   Pinot Noir  ( Sonoma 
Coast ).  A deliciously light, bright wine that 

hits the mark year aft er year, this cool-climate of-
fering is fresh in zingy acidity and juicy fl avors of 
grapefruit, strawberry and lime. The acidity buoys 
the experience from fi rst sip to last, backed by 
enough body to remain in balance. This wine is fer-
mented like a white wine without skin or seed con-
tact.   Editors’ Choice  .  — V.B.  
abv:  12.7%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Proulx   2014   Willow Creek Farm Rose of   Mis-
sion  ( Paso Robles ).  One of the champions 

of the old Mission grape varietal, this winery con-
tinues to make strides in showcasing its potential 
in modern winemaking, This blend of 75% Mission, 
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15% Syrah, 5% Grenache, 4% Zinfandel and 1% 
Cinsault shows classic watermelon and bubblegum 
aromas on the nose, leading into a well-balanced 
palate of strawberry fruit, lime tang and a chalky 
minerality.   Editors’ Choice  .  — M.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      89   Archium   2014   Rosé  ( Santa Barbara County ). 
 A yellowish shade of pink, this Grenache-

based rosé shows Meyer lemons, tangerine zest and 
cantaloupe on the steely, restrained nose. There is 
lots of grippy texture on the palate, with mandarin 
orange rind, red-apple skin, light raspberry and 
lime juice-on-strawberry fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.1%  Price: $ 20   

      89   McIntyre Vineyards   2014   Estate Rose of   Pi-
not Noir  ( Santa Lucia Highlands ).  Coming in 

one of the more beautifully shaped bottles on the 
market, which enhances the pretty light-pink color, 
this wine shows light, brisk raspberry fruit and a 
rain-on-cement minerality. The fl avors are expect-
edly light, with just a touch of strawberry fruit, 
slight lime bitterness and a tongue-exciting texture.  
— M.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

      88   Proulx   2014   Willow Creek Farm Rose of   Gre-
nache  ( Paso Robles ).  A slightly sour red-ap-

ple and light strawberry aroma meets with a touch 
of watermelon and cotton candy on the nose of this 
blend of 76% Grenache, 10% Syrah, 8% Mission, 
4% Zinfandel and 2% Cinsault. There is lots of cit-
rus zing to the nectarine-driven palate, which also 
shows some pink-lemonade fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  12.4%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Rideau   2014   Estate   Rosé  ( Santa Ynez Val-
ley ).  Lightly mauve in color, this rosé blend 

of 51% Syrah, 21% Grenache and 28% Mourvèdre 
shows ripe watermelon, bubblegum and strawberry 
on the juicy nose. The palate is quite restrained 
for such a ripe nose and deep color, but ripe plums 
emerge alongside graphite minerality and a pithy 
grip.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 28   

      86   Blair   2014   Rose of   Pinot Noir  ( Arroyo Seco ). 
 Deeply pink with orange tones, this summer 

wine from Delfi na’s Vineyard shows a tangy sour-
cherry nose with a touch of tarry complexity. It’s 
yeasty on the sour-leaning palate, with orange bit-
ters, plum and lemon-peel fl avors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 22   

      86   Manzoni   2014   Pedregal Vineyard Rose of   Pi-
not Noir  ( San Benito County ).  Dark mauve 

in color, nearly approaching a red-wine tone, this 
shows a fruit-forward nose of red cherries and 
strawberry jam. The palate is a mix of tart, sour and 
grippy texture, with cherry fruit and plum-skin fl a-
vors.  — M.K.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 23   

WASHINGTON
CHARDONNAY

      91   Ashan   2014   Barrel Fermented   Chardonnay  
( Columbia Valley ).  This wine off ers a pleasing 

mixture of aromas and fl avors of baking spices, pear 
and apple. Viscosity and weight gives it a sense of 
gravitas but never gets bogged down.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Gorman   2014   Big Sissy   Chardonnay  ( Columbia 
Valley ).  Fermented and aged in new French 

oak, this wine shows pleasing pear and apple aro-
mas along with toast and baking spices. The medi-
um-bodied fl avors show refi nement, depth and bal-
ance.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      90   14 Hands   2014   The Reserve   Chardonnay  
( Horse Heaven Hills ).  This wine is made in 

a full-throttle style, with aromas of toast, melted 
butter, spice and vanilla—the latter from the 100% 
new American oak aging. It’s creamy in feel, with 
citrus and stone-fruit fl avors on the fi nish. The bar-
rel infl uence is a bit obvious but it’s hard to deny its 
appeal.   — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Columbia Crest   2013   Reserve Estate Grown  
 Chardonnay  ( Horse Heaven Hills ).  This wine 

was aged 15 months sur lee in all-new French oak. 
The barrel aromas and fl avors are in the lead, with 
notes of vanilla, butterscotch and spice followed by 
pear. It’s creamy in feel but with an elegant styling.  
— S.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

      89   College Cellars   2014   Cockburn Ranch Vine-
yard   Chardonnay  ( Walla Walla Valley ). 

 There’s plenty of appeal to the aromas, with notes 
of toast, spice and peach. The palate off ers sweet, 
lightly creamy-feeling stone and tropical-fruit fl a-
vors that convey balance. The barrel infl uence (new 
500L puncheon) is there but doesn’t get in the way.  
— S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Columbia Crest   2014   Reserve Estate Uno-
aked   Chardonnay  ( Columbia Valley ).  There’s 

plenty of nuance and detail on this concrete-aged 
wine, with its baked apple and spice aromas and 
fl avors. It shows a fi ne sense of elegance and bal-
ance.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Milbrandt   2014   Traditions   Chardonnay  ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  Aromas of pear and toast are 

followed by apple pie and spice fl avors that show a 
pleasing mixture of fruit and barrel. It delivers a lot 
of wine for the money.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   

      87   Airfi eld Estates   2014   Reserve   Chardonnay  
( Yakima Valley ).  Barrel aromas of vanilla, 

toast and woodspice are at the fore. The palate 
brings a full feel, with the wood taking over.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Lone Birch   2013   Chardonnay  ( Yakima Valley ). 
 Pear, white fl ower and cantaloupe aromas 

lead to a rounded, creamy-feeling palate. It brings 
a lot of appeal and the balance is spot-on.   Best Buy  .  
— S.S.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 12   

RIESLING

      90   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2014   Cold Creek 
Vineyard   Riesling  ( Columbia Valley ).  Hon-

eysuckle, mineral, honey and botrytis aromas lead 
the way. This drinks off  dry with exceptionally well-
balanced acidity that carries through the lingering 
fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      89   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2014   Riesling  ( Colum-
bia Valley ).  This wine is immediate in its 

appeal with aromas of lime leaf, fl owers and peach. 
It drinks off  dry with a zing of acidity that beauti-
fully frames the full-fruit fl avors.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 9   

      88   14 Hands   2014   Riesling  ( Columbia Val-
ley ).  This moderately aromatic wine off ers 

notes of pear, citrus and apricot. It drinks medium 
sweet with stone-fruit and citrus fl avors along with 
spritely acidity, bringing a whole lot of appeal.   Best 
Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 10   

      88   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2014   Harvest Select  
 Riesling  ( Columbia Valley ).  The aromas 

of lime leaf and peach are bright and appealing. It 
drinks medium sweet with a fi nish that lingers.   Best 
Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 9   

      87   Convergence Zone   2014   Dewpoint Bacchus 
Vineyard   Riesling  ( Columbia Valley ).  Light 

aromas of citrus, white peach, soda water and herbs 
are followed by elegant, just off -dry, spritzy fruit 
fl avors backed by a zing of acidity.  — S.S.  
abv:  12.7%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Washington Hills   2014   Riesling  ( Washing-
ton ).  Lime, lime leaf and stone-fruit aromas 

are followed by medium-sweet fl avors that linger. 
It wants a bit more acidity but is pretty delightful 
in its own right. Pair it with a spicy Thai dish.   Best 
Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  12.3%  Price: $ 9   
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SAUVIGNON BLANC

      91   Avennia   2014   Oliane   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Ya-
kima Valley ).  A blend of fruit from esteemed 

Boushey and Red Willow vineyards, this was aged 
in a mixture of concrete and French oak (10% new). 
The herb, lemon verbana and citrus fl avors are light 
on their feet with a creamy texture and a tart zing of 
mouthwatering acidity that stitches it all together.  
— S.S.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 28   

      88   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2014   Horse Heaven 
Vineyard   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Horse Heaven 

Hills ).  The herb, grapefruit, tropical fruit and melon 
aromas are light but very varietal. The palate has a 
slight spritz that perks up the tangy fruit fl avors.  
— S.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      87   Airfi eld Estates   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Yaki-
ma Valley ).  This wine’s aromas of melon and 

citrus don’t seem entirely varietal. Still, it brings 
plenty of appeal with zippy, elegant fl avors that lin-
ger.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Columbia Crest   2014   Reserve   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Horse Heaven Hills ).  Brooding, very 

varietal aromas of grass, herbs and citrus lead to 
broad fruit fl avors that dip in the middle, with some 
reduction providing a bit of distraction. It doesn’t 
quite stand up on its own but should perk up at the 
dinner table.  — S.S.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 24   

      85   14 Hands   2014   The Reserve   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Horse Heaven Hills ).  Grass, herb and 

passion-fruit aromas are followed by citrus and 
tropical fl avors. It’s pleasant but the concentration 
seems lacking.  — S.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

OTHER WHITE WINES

      92   Latta   2013   Lawrence Vineyards   Roussanne  
( Columbia Valley ).  Aromas of beeswax, hon-

eysuckle and mineral charm the senses. The fl avors 
are palate-coating and creamy in feel with an ex-
tended fi nish—extremely impressive stuff !   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 30   

      90   Airfi eld Estates   2014   Viognier  ( Yakima Val-
ley ).  The aromas pop, with notes of white 

fl owers, pear and ripe peach. It’s full bodied in feel, 
drinking dry with a textured feel and a drawn-out 
fi nish—a very pleasing example of the variety.   Best 
Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      88   14 Hands   2014   Moscato  ( Columbia Valley ). 
 Vibrant aromas of tangerine and fl owers 

lead to sweet fruit fl avors that show persistence. 
Enjoy it as an apéritif.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  10.5%  Price: $ 10   

      88   Market Vineyards   2013   Liquidity   White  ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  Equal parts Viognier and 

Roussanne, this off ers aromas of ripe peach and 
fl owers that lead to dry, full-bodied fl avors that ta-
per toward the fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 20   

      87   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2014   Gewürztraminer  
( Columbia Valley ).  The aromas of lychee and 

rose water pop. The palate brings a slight spritz, 
with lighter-bodied fl avors that linger on the fi nish. 
The style is reserved but it shows a good sense of 
balance.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 10   

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

      92   Gorman   2013   Old Scratch   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Red Mountain ).  This wine is 100% 

varietal, all aged in once-used French oak. It’s 
packed to the brim with black fruit, herbs, licorice, 
jalapeño pepper and barrel spices, with crystalline 
clarity to the aromas. There’s plenty of depth and 
richness to the full-bodied fl avors, with exquisite 
balance and a fi nish that lingers.   Editors’ Choice  .  
— S.S.  
abv:  15.2%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2012   Ethos Reserve  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Columbia Valley ).  Cold 

Creek Vineyard provides the majority of the fruit for 
this wine, with the rest coming from the Wahluke 
Slope. It’s immediate in its appeal with aromas of 
cocoa, dark chocolate and black fruit. The coff ee fl a-
vors show a mixture of fruit and barrel, with some 
graininess to the tannins.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 48   

      91   Col Solare   2012   Component Collection   Cab-
ernet Sauvignon  ( Red Mountain ).  Coming all 

from the winery’s young estate vineyard, this wine 
displays aromas of dried herbs, bittersweet choco-
late, barrel spices and dried cherries. The black-
fruit fl avors are sweet and rich, backed by a fi rm 
scaff olding of tannins.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 85   

      91   Manu Propria   2012   Ex Animo Red Willow Vine-
yard   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Yakima Valley ). 

 The aromas of fresh tobacco, bittersweet chocolate, 
thyme, dried fl owers and dark fruit are brooding 
and distinctive. Black-fruit fl avors come tightly 
wrapped in fi rm tannins. This wine needs time in 
the cellar to strut its stuff . It will be best aft er 2020.  
— S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ NA   

      90   College Cellars   2013   Summit View Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Walla Walla Valley ). 

 Cocoa, herb, cranberry and cherry aromas lead to 
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plush-feeling coff ee and black-fruit fl avors that car-
ry through the fi nish. It brings a whole lot of enjoy-
ment and appeal.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Columbia Crest   2013   Grand Estates   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Columbia Valley ).  For full 

review see page 171.   Best Buy  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      90   Columbia Crest   2013   H3   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Horse Heaven Hills ).  For full review 

see page 171.   Best Buy  .  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      90   Finn Hill   2012   Le Beau   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Red Mountain ).  All varietal coming from 

Hedges Estate Vineyard, this all-new French-oak-
aged wine opens with aromas of toast, spicebox, 
espresso and cherry. The palate is tightly wound 
with dark fruit fl avors and abundant oak accents 
throughout that linger on the fi nish. The wood (all 
new French) needs time to integrate but there is 
much to enjoy.  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 35   

      90   Full Pull & Friends   2012   Angela’s Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Red Mountain ).  The 

aromas on this wine are quite reserved, while the 
fl avors bring down a hammer of rich, tightly coiled, 
jammy black fruit fl avors. If the aromas and fl avors 
come together it goes up a notch or two.  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 34   

      90   Lachini   2012   La Contrada    ( Red Mountain ). 
 This blend is principally Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Merlot with a pinch of Petit Verdot blend-
ed in. The barrel aromas (24 months in all-new 
French) stand out at fi rst, with notes of chocolate, 
coff ee and spice. The black-fruit fl avors are full bod-
ied and high-octane, showing some warmth on the 
fi nish. The oak needs more time to integrate.  — S.S.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 55   

      90   Market Vineyards   2011   Acquisition   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Red Mountain ).  High-toned 

baking spice, fl ower and herb aromas are backed by 
broad yet well-balanced dark-fruit fl avors. The tan-
nins are present but are polished to a fi ne sheen.  
— S.S.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 52   

      89   Airfi eld Estates   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Yakima Valley ).  This is 100% varietal with 

all of the fruit coming from 1989 plantings. Bitter-
sweet chocolate, green herb and barrel aromas are 
followed by cherry fl avors with a chalky feel.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Dunham   2012   XVIII   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  The dried tobacco, vanilla, 

green olive and cocoa aromas seem somewhat un-
usual for the variety and vintage. The chocolate and 

cherry fl avors are creamy in feel, displaying a good 
sense of balance and length.  — S.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Full Pull & Friends   2012   Bacchus Vineyard  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Columbia Valley ).  Bar-

rel spice, dried herb, toast and cherry aromas lead 
to tart fruit fl avors that narrow toward the fi nish, 
with tart acids livening it all up. Perhaps some more 
time will pull it all together.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 34   

      89   Lachini   2012   La Bestia   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Red Mountain ).  Notes of dried cranberry, 

cherry, licorice and medicine cabinet predominate, 
with the aromas seeming somewhat advanced. The 
fl avors are full bodied and high-octane, with the 
tannins needing time to stretch their legs.  — S.S.  
abv:  15.1%  Price: $ 55   

      89   Market Vineyards   2011   Arbitrage   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Columbia Valley ).  Vanilla, bak-

ing spice, cranberry and cherry aromas lead to soft , 
medium-bodied fruit fl avors with an elegant styl-
ing. It’s a very pretty representation of the vintage 
with good balance.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 32   

      88   Columbia Crest   2012   Reserve   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( Columbia Valley ).  All varietal, this 

wine is a blend of fruit from Beverly, Shaw and 
Stone Tree vineyards. Aged in all-new French oak, 
it leads with barrel spices followed by aromas and 
fl avors of medicine cabinet, cherry and chocolate. It 
off ers appeal but the tannins need time to unwind.  
— S.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 45   

      88   Lone Birch   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Yaki-
ma Valley ).  Aromas of cherry, baking spices, 

cocoa and herbs are followed by dark fruit and va-
nilla fl avors with a creamy feel. It’s a bit oak-driven 
but overall it works.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 13   

      88   Luke   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Wahluke 
Slope ).  This is the inaugural release of this 

Clift on Hill and Clift on Bluff  vineyards wine. Aro-
mas of plum, dark berries, pencil lead and chocolate 
precede soft , plump fruit fl avors. It goes down far 
too easy.  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 25   

      86   Dubindil   2012   Reserve   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Red Mountain ).  Aromas seem advanced, 

with notes of cherry liqueur, leather, barrel spices 
and raisinated dark fruit. The dried-fruit fl avors are 
full with chalky tannins. Drink now.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 34   

MERLOT

      91   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2012   Ethos Reserve  
 Merlot  ( Columbia Valley ).  This wine provides 

a unique aroma profi le of boysenberry, coff ee, toast 
and chocolate. The fl avors are full bodied, concen-
trated and rich with a lingering fi nish.   — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      91   Columbia Crest   2012   Walter Clore Private Re-
serve    ( Columbia Valley ).  Merlot (80%) is in 

the lead on this blend, with the rest rounded out by 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Malbec. 
Cocoa, dark raspberry, vanilla and toast aromas lead 
to supple fruit and barrel fl avors backed by grainy 
tannins that need some time in the cellar to smooth 
out.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Full Pull & Friends   2012   Klipsun Vineyard   Mer-
lot  ( Red Mountain ).  There’s a whole lot of ap-

peal in this wine, with aromas of dark raspberries 
and barrel spices leading to rich, full-bodied fruit 
fl avors with a velvety texture. It’s a shamelessly ap-
pealing example of the variety.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 34   

      91   Northstar   2012   Merlot  ( Columbia Valley ).  The 
cocoa, cherry, raspberry and toast aromas 

bring plenty of appeal. The fl avors deliver richness 
but without excessive weight.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Market Vineyards   2011   Alpha   Merlot  ( Red 
Mountain ).  Coff ee, dark chocolate, dark 

raspberry and spice aromas lead to full-bodied, pal-
ate-coating dark-fruit fl avors backed by grainy tan-
nins. The barrel infl uence rides high but it generally 
pulls it off .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 52   

      90   William Grassie   2012   Impératrice   Red Blend  
( Columbia Valley ).  Though labeled as a red 

blend, at 94% this could be a varietally labeled 
Merlot and it drinks like it. Aromas of cocoa, rasp-
berry and spice box are followed by plump, soft  
chocolate and raspberry fl avors accented by tart ac-
ids that hold the balance through the fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 49   

      88   Airfi eld Estates   2012   Merlot  ( Yakima Val-
ley ).  Cocoa, toast, vanilla, cigar box, co-

conut and raspberry aromas lead the way on this 
100% varietal wine. The palate is full of dark fruit 
fl avors with slightly gritty tannins and tart acids. 
Give it some time to come together.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Columbia Crest   2013   Grand Estates   Merlot  
( Columbia Valley ).  The toast, freshly ground 

coff ee, dark chocolate and cherry aromas pop. Plum 
and chocolate fl avors are smooth in feel and linger 
on the fi nish.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      87   14 Hands   2013   Merlot  ( Columbia Valley ). 
 Aromas of fresh coff ee, cocoa, peppery spic-

es and red fruit lead to silky fruit and barrel fl avors. 
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It brings a whole lot of easy-drinking appeal.    Best 
Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      87   Claar   2011   Estate Grown and Bottled   Merlot  
( Columbia Valley ).  This wine opens with 

aromas of vanilla and baking spices that are fol-
lowed by broad, silky-feeling fruit and barrel fl a-
vors, fi nishing on a somewhat bitter note. The oak 
holds a prominent role but still plays its part well.  
— S.S.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Dubindil   2012   Quell   Merlot  ( Red Mountain ). 
 Made from 75% Merlot with the rest Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, this wine saw just a 25% new 
French oak, putting the focus squarely on the fruit. 
Aromas of spice, prune, medicine cabinet and cher-
ry cola are followed by luscious, full-bodied black-
fruit fl avors that bring some warmth on the fi nish. 
Drink now.  — S.S.  
abv:  15.3%  Price: $ 34   

      87   Milbrandt   2012   The Estates   Merlot  ( Wah-
luke Slope ).  Aromas of cocoa and coff ee are 

mixed with black licorice and dark berries, with this 
wine showing some reduction out of the gate that 
detracts. The fl avors are rich and full bodied, car-
rying some warmth on the fi nish. The aromas and 
fl avors seem disconnected.  — S.S.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 26   

      87   Skyfall   2012   Merlot  ( Columbia Valley ).  Light 
aromas of spice, dried herbs and plum lead 

to plump blue-fruit fl avors with a touch of sugar 
stitching them together. This doesn’t bring a lot of 
complexity but still has appeal.  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 14   

      87   Snoqualmie   2013   Merlot  ( Columbia Valley ). 
 The aromas of herbs and jammy fruit are 

light while the palate off ers plush-feeling cocoa and 
berry fl avors. This off ers a lot of enjoyment for the 
price.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 10   

MALBEC

      91   Latta   2012   Northridge Vineyard   Malbec  ( Wah-
luke Slope ).  This wine is redolent with aro-

mas of blackberry, leather and spice. It’s full bodied, 
with sweet fruit fl avors that show richness, depth 
and purity, fi nishing warm.  — S.S.  
abv:  15.4%  Price: $ 50   

      90   Mercer   2012   Spice Cabinet Vineyard   Malbec  
( Horse Heaven Hills ).  For full review see 

page 167.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Milbrandt   2012   Vineyard Series Reserve   Mal-
bec  ( Wahluke Slope ).  Cocoa, baking spice 

and blackberry aromas lead to opulent herb and 

dark fruit fl avors. This is high-octane but generally 
holds it well.  — S.S.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 50   

      90   William Grassie   2012   Petit Colline   Malbec  
( Columbia Valley ).  Light aromas of plum 

and spice are followed by cherry fl avors that show 
pleasing purity. This is a delightful example of the 
variety.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 49   

      88   Convergence Zone   2011   Black Cloud   Malbec  
( Red Mountain ).  Aromatically, this wine 

seems locked up with notes of tire rubber, herbs, 
pepper, woodspice and plum. Favors are supple and 
reserved in style. It’s a unique expression of the va-
riety from this cool vintage.  — S.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Market Vineyards   2011   Merval   Malbec  ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  Aromas of licorice and bar-

rel spice are light and elusive. The plum and dark-
fruit fl avors are tart and tangy with a velvety feel.  
— S.S.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 39   

SYRAH

      92   Avennia   2013   Arnaut Boushey Vineyard  
 Syrah  ( Yakima Valley ).  Mineral, mulberry, 

dried herb and black-fruit aromas lead to layered 
dark-fruit fl avors that show intensity as well as ex-
ceptional balance. This has a delicious factor that is 
impossible to ignore.  — S.S.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      91   Dunham   2012   Syrah  ( Columbia Valley ). 
 There’s a pleasing mixture of fruit and bar-

rel on this wine, with aromas of cocoa and vanilla 
followed by red fruit and spice. The palate displays 
a plush texture with a sense of concentration and 
richness. The balance is spot-on.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Gorman   2013   Behind the Black Curtain Reserve  
 Syrah  ( Red Mountain ).  The fruit pops on this 

wine, with notes of blackberry and blueberry pie. It 
pulls no punches with a full-throttled style. It’s a bit 
one-note but hits that note hard.  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 80   

      89   College Cellars   2013   Cockburn Ranch Vine-
yard   Syrah  ( Walla Walla Valley ).  Ripe in 

style, this off ers aromas of blueberry pie and spice 
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that lead to rich, full-bodied blue- and black-fruit 
fl avors. There’s quite a bit of warmth but the wine’s 
appeal is hard to ignore.  — S.S.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 26   

      89   Lone Birch   2013   Syrah  ( Yakima Valley ). 
 Blue-fruit and spice aromas are vibrant and 

expressive. The palate is plush and fl avorful with a 
supple feel, while the oak seems dialed back and the 
balance spot on.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 13   

      88   Mercer   2013   Reserve   Syrah  ( Horse Heaven 
Hills ).  The barrel infl uence plays promi-

nently on the aromas, with notes of cocoa, vanilla 
and spice that show some warmth. On the palate, a 
mix of fruit and barrel fl avors conveys creamy dark 
fruit, caramel and vanilla.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 42   

      88   Waterbrook   2013   Syrah  ( Columbia Valley ). 
 Aromas of cocoa, spice, vanilla and dark 

fruit lead, with the oak (20% new French and 
American) playing a signifi cant role. The blue-fruit 
fl avors are plump in feel, narrowing toward the fi n-
ish.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 16   

      87   William Grassie   2013   Libération   Syrah  ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  Aromas of tobacco and spice 

are light and reserved. The palate off ers tangy cher-
ry fl avors that persist on the fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 39   

RED BLENDS

      91   Airfi eld Estates   2012   Mustang    ( Yakima Val-
ley ).  This wine is a blend of Syrah (45%), 

Mourvèdre (27%), Grenache (25%) and Cinsault. It 
charms with complex, pure aromas of boysenberry, 
white pepper, raspberries and herbs. The fl avors are 
full in feel, with the judicious use of oak heightening 
the enjoyment.   Editors’ Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Avennia   2013   Justine    ( Columbia Valley ).  This 
wine is a blend of Grenache (47%), Mourvè-

dre (38%) and Syrah. It’s loaded with aromas and 
fl avors of black raspberry, herbs, potpourri, peppery 
spices and kirsch. The plump red and black-fruit 
fl avors show an exquisite balance of richness and 
restraint that carries through the long fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Chateau Ste. Michelle   2012   Artist Series   Mer-
itage  ( Columbia Valley ).  The 20th anniversa-

ry of this bottling, this wine is principally Cabernet 
Sauvignon (70%) and Merlot (26%) with the fruit 
coming largely from Canoe Ridge and Cold Creek 
vineyards. Alluring café au lait, toast, dark choco-
late and cherry aromas are followed by black and 
blue fruit fl avors that linger on the fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 65   

      91   Gorman   2013   The Devil You Don’t Know    ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  True to the winery’s style, 

this wine pulls no punches, with aromas of black 
licorice, dark cherries and woodspice. It’s rich and 
full bodied with a grainy feel.  — S.S.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 28   

      91   Northstar   2012   Red Blend  ( Walla Walla Val-
ley ).  Aromas of raspberry, black licorice, 

woodspice, toast and cherry are followed by abun-
dant red- and black-fruit fl avors. There’s plenty of 
richness and a fi nish that won’t quit.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      91   Northstar   2012   Stella Maris    ( Columbia Val-
ley ).  This wine is predominantly Merlot and 

Cabernet Sauvignon, with pinches of Syrah and 
Cabernet Franc blended in. Baking spice, cocoa and 
berry aromas lead to a layered cherry fl avors that 
show intensity and persistence.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 29   

      91   William Grassie   2012   Courageux    ( Columbia 
Valley ).  Cabernet Sauvignon makes up just 

over two-thirds of this wine with the balance Mer-
lot, Malbec, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot. Dried 
herb, black cherry, licorice and spice aromas lead 
to full-feeling dark fruit fl avors that show intensity 
and persistence.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 49   

      90   Market Vineyards   2011   Basis Points    ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  This blend is a third each 

Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot with the rest equal 
parts Petit Verdot and Cabernet Franc. Aromas of 
cocoa, cherry, vanilla and baking spices show re-
straint while the fl avors bring a supple feel. It’s 
equal parts fruit and barrel.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 35   

      89   Market Vineyards   2011   Derivative    ( Columbia 
Valley ).  This wine is half Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon with the rest Merlot and Cabernet Franc. It 
leans slightly into the green, with aromas of fresh 
herbs mixed with vanilla, chocolate and other barrel 
spices. The palate is elegant, with a soft  feel to the 
chocolate, cherry and barrel fl avors.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 20   

      88   14 Hands   2013   Hot to Trot    ( Columbia Val-
ley ).  A blend of predominantly Merlot and 

Syrah, this wine off ers aromas of raspberries, herbs, 
plum and vanilla. The fl avors are sweet, plump and 
juicy, delivering a lot of bang for the buck.   Best Buy  .  
— S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 10   

      88   Airfi eld Estates   2013   Bombshell Red Vine-
yard Salute    ( Yakima Valley ).  Syrah (51%) 

makes up most of this wine with the balance Merlot 
(35%), Cabernet Sauvignon (10%), Malbec (2%) 
and Petit Verdot. Vanilla, baking spice and plum 
aromas are followed by sweet blue-fruit fl avors that 
go down easy.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.1%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Columbia Crest   2013   Limited Release Gold  
  ( Columbia Valley ).  This Cabernet Franc 

(70%) and Merlot blend brings aromas of green 
herbs, dark chocolate, fl owers and a mixture of red 
and black fruit. It’s soft  in feel with polished fruit 
and barrel fl avors that linger.   Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      88   Gorman   2013   The Devil You Know    ( Red 
Mountain ).  The aromas of black cherry, 

blackberries and spice seem a bit dried out. The fl a-
vors are full in feel with a dry fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      87   Mercer   2012   Reserve Cavalie    ( Horse Heaven 
Hills ).  Merlot makes up half of this blend, 

with the balance Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec and 
Petit Verdot. Vanilla, pencil shaving and woodspice 
predominate on the nose and palate.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 42   

      87   Snoqualmie   2013   Whistle Stop   Red Blend  
( Columbia Valley ).  A blend of Cabernet 

(70%) and Merlot, it off ers aromas of dried herbs 
and rasinated dark fruit along with a kiss of vanilla. 
The fruit fl avors are plump in feel with a sweet fi n-
ish.    Best Buy  .  — S.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 10   

      87   William Grassie   2012   Cadeau Imprévu    ( Co-
lumbia Valley ).  This wine is a blend of Cab-

ernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah. The aromas of 
spice, cherry and plum are quite reserved while the 
palate brings plump fruit and barrel fl avors backed 
by grainy tannins.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.4%  Price: $ 29   

OTHER RED WINES

      94   Latta   2012   Upland Vineyard   Grenache  
( Snipes Mountain ).  This wine arrests the 

senses with dazzlingly pure aromas of dark raspber-
ries, cherries, clove, mineral and spice. Flavors are 
intense, layered, and rich without sacrifi cing one 
iota of balance. The plush mouthfeel and long fi nish 
only add to the enjoyment and sensory experience.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 40   

      92   Full Pull & Friends   2012   Bacchus Vineyard  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Columbia Valley ).  Aromas of 

fl owers, graphite, licorice and high-toned herbs are 
followed by red- and black-fruit fl avors that coat 
the palate from end to end. This has an extremely 
high yum factor that demands another sip.   Editors’ 
Choice  .  — S.S.  
abv:  14.9%  Price: $ 30   

      89   Columbia Winery   2012   Limited Release   Petit 
Verdot  ( Columbia Valley ).  For full review 

see page 169.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 35   
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      88   College Cellars   2014   Anderson Estate Vine-
yard   Tempranillo  ( Walla Walla Valley ).  This 

wine intrigues with its aromas of peppery spices, 
tobacco and purple fruit. The fl avors are lush and 
focused, bringing a lot of hedonistic pleasure, 
though it trails a bit toward the fi nish.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Finn Hill   2012   Bon Mot   Cabernet Franc  ( Wah-
luke Slope ).  The aromas off er barrel spices, 

toast, black licorice and red fruit while the palate 
brings dark fruit fl avors with a grainy feel. The oak 
(100% new French) juts out a bit and overrides the 
fruit.  — S.S.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 35   

      87   Castillo De Feliciana   2012   Reserve   Tempranil-
lo  ( Walla Walla Valley ).  White pepper, toff ee 

and vanilla aromas are followed by full-bodied fl a-
vors backed by rustic tannins. It needs some hearty 
food alongside it to be properly enjoyed.  — S.S.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 32   

      86   Cavatappi   2014   Sangiovese  ( Columbia Val-
ley ).  This youthful wine off ers aromas of 

fresh raspberries, plum and tire rubber. The fl avors 
are soft  and generous, with tart acids and no new 
oak anywhere in sight. It doesn’t seem entirely vari-
etal but brings appeal all the same.  — S.S.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 13   

TEXAS
TEMPRANILLO

      87   Brennan   2013   Tempranillo  ( Texas ).  Con-
densed dark cherry and plum meet some 

savory elements on the nose. Silky on entry, with 
prickling acidity, the medium-bodied palate boasts 
juicy black-fruit fl avors and red-currant acidity. 
There’s enough tannic structure and fruit here to 
pair alongside hearty grilled fare.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 26   

      87   Brennan   2012   Tempranillo  ( Texas ).  Sweet 
mesquite meets dark berries and anise on 

the nose of this Texan Tempranillo. The medium-
bodied palate is juicy with red fruit, yet crisp in 
acidity and supported by ample tannins. Toasted 
coconut and vanilla adds depth to the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.3%  Price: $ 26   

      86   Brennan   2013   Reserve   Tempranillo  ( Texas ). 
 Red cherry and currant mix with sweet saw-

dust and anise-spiced gum on the nose. Medium- 
bodied, with a plush feel, juicy red fruit fl avors per-
vade on the palate. Light tannins make this an easy 
sipper—enjoy alone or with lighter proteins.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 32   

      86   Fall Creek Vineyard   2012   Salt Lick Vineyards  
 Tempranillo  ( Texas ).  Smoky and savory on 

the nose, stewed blueberries mix with sweet barbe-

cue sauce aromas. The palate shows fresher black 
fruit supported by grainy tannins.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      85   Bending Branch   2012   Newsom Vineyard   Tem-
pranillo  ( Texas High Plains ).  For full review 

see page 171.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 30   

OTHER RED WINES

      86   Brennan   2012   Super Nero   Nero d’Avola  ( Tex-
as ).  Bing cherry meets soft  vanilla and cof-

fee tones on the nose of this southern-Italian trans-
plant. A bouncy palate of red cherry and strawberry 
is supported by mild tannins.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.2%  Price: $ 30   

      86   Duchman Family   2012   Oswald Vineyard  
 Montepulciano  ( Texas ).  Round black-cher-

ry and herbal-blueberry aromas carry through to 
the medium-bodied palate. With enough tannic 
structure to support the ripe, full black-fruit tones, 
this wine is an easy call for all things grilled.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 30   

      86   Messina Hof   2013   Artist Series   Mourvèdre  
( Texas ).  Crushed blueberry aromas meet 

resinous herb and green peppercorn notes. The 
medium-bodied palate is round, with mild fl avors 
of tart blackberry and cherry leading to a lightly-
toasted vanilla fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      85   Messina Hof   2012   Paulo Limited Edition  
 Primitivo  ( Texas ).  Dark berries and sweet 

baking-spice tones carry the nose. The medium-
bodied palate brings juicy blackberry fl avors show-
ing mild concentration, supported by soft  tannins.  
— A.P.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 44   

      84   Duchman Family   2012   Oswald Vineyard  
 Aglianico  ( Texas ).  Spiced red berries meet 

earthy fl oral tones on the nose. Round in feel, the 
palate carries red currant and strawberry tones, 
fl ecked by warm spice fl avors. Burnt brown sugar 
signals the close.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.8%  Price: $ 30   

WHITE WINES

      87   Arché   2012   Roussanne  ( Texas High Plains ). 
 Pollen, candle wax, citrus cream and 

blanched almonds mark the nose of this single va-
riety white. The rich, broad palate carries notes of 
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charred pineapple and toasted meringue, balanced 
by a lively river of citrus. This is a perfect white to 
enjoy when there’s a slight chill in the air.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 24   

      86   Duchman Family   2014   Bingham Family Vine-
yard   Trebbiano  ( Texas ).  The bright, lively 

nose of citrus spray, white peach, red apple and 
gooseberry carries through to the light-bodied pal-
ate. Tart green-apple tones keep the fl avors spritely 
in this easy, enjoyable white.  — A.P.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 16   

      86   Haak   2013   Dry   Blanc du Bois  ( Texas ).  This 
bottling of an American hybrid grape dem-

onstrates a fl oral side of the variety, with potpourri 
aromas riding over lychee and grapefruit. Green ap-
ple-skin fl avors mark the light-bodied palate while 
sprtizy acidity keeps everything energized.  — A.P.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 19   

      85   Arché   2012   Vintner’s Reserve   Roussanne  
( Texas High Plains ).  Citrus and sea spray 

aromas are restrained on the nose. The ample body 
carries fl avors of mealy melon muddled with lemon 
rinds, which carries to the burnt-sugar fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 44   

      85   Brennan   2014   Reserve   Viognier  ( Texas ).  Va-
nilla candle wax, pollen and peaches-and-

cream aromas are inviting and warm. The luscious 
body of juicy stone fruit is overcome by soapy fl oral 
notes on the midpalate, yet the persistent acid man-
ages to clean up the fl avors on the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      84   Haak   2013   Estate Reserve   Blanc du Bois  
( Texas ).  Lemon spray and savory cheese-

rind notes mark the nose and palate. Having seen 
some time in oak, this boasts a round body and mild 
acidity.  — A.P.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 19   

      84   Duchman Family   2014   Bingham Family 
Vineyard   Vermentino  ( Texas ).  Peach, yellow 

plum and underripe banana tones mark the nose. 
Banana makes an appearance again—in candied 
form—on the medium-bodied, almost oily palate. 
Sharp lemon citrus tones race on the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.7%  Price: $ 20   

FORTIFIED WINES

      87   Haak   2012   Thomas Jefferson Series Madeira  
 Blanc du Bois  ( Texas ).  For the drinker who 

likes their fortifi ed wines on the earthy side, this 
one is for you. Dried leaf aromas recall a crisp au-
tumn day, while fi g and date tones give ample dried-
fruit depth to the nose. Full and luscious on the pal-
ate, rich sultana meets grilled apricot while roasted 
mixed nuts linger on the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  18%  Price: $ 23   

      87   Haak   2011   Madeira   Jacquez  ( Texas ).  This me-
dium-tawny wine made from Jacquez off ers 

aromas of dried fi g and salty maple-drizzled bacon. 
The silky, full palate follows suit, with toasted nuts 
adding an additional savory character. Enjoy this 
nicely balanced wine alongside pecan pie.  — A.P.  
abv:  17%  Price: $ 40   

      86   Haak   2010   Thomas Jefferson Series Madeira  
 Jacquez  ( Texas ).  Richly tawny in color, this 

fortifi ed wine from the Jacquez grape is savory on 
the nose, showing cured meat fl ecked with anise. 
The full palate brings dried fi gs, dates and molasses 
into the mix, with toasted coff ee on the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  18%  Price: $ 23   

      85   Haak   2011   Light Madeira   Blanc du Bois  ( Tex-
as ).  This fortifi ed wine made from Blanc 

du Bois brings aromas of orange rind, caramel and 
sultana all under a blanket of a crushed-pill tone. 
The sweet, luscious palate brings notes of toasted 
almonds and hazelnuts drizzled in butter.  — A.P.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 40   

      84   Haak   2013   Madeira   Blanc du Bois  ( Texas ). 
 This fortifi ed wine made from Blanc du Bois 

recalls roasted mixed nuts and dried leaves on the 
nose. The full palate brings a dried fi g tone, with 
sharp acidity and an astringent nut accent.  — A.P.  
abv:  17%  Price: $ 40   

MICHIGAN
WHITE WINES

      86   St. Julian   2013   Braganini Reserve   Albariño  
( Michigan ).  This is an interesting variety 

choice for Michigan, yet it seems to show some typ-
icity. Muddled stone fruit meets yellow plum and 
milky, white fl owers on the nose. The palate is fo-
cused on citrus and pineapple rind while showing 
good overall balance of acidity.  — A.P.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      86   St. Julian   2013   Reserve   Traminette  ( Lake 
Michigan Shore ).  A heady, fl oral aroma of 

rose petal meets faint tones of grapefruit rind and 
unripe tropical fruit on the nose. Round in weight, 
the palate is riper in character, with an additional 
note of honey on the close.  — A.P.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 13   

      85   Bowers Harbor   2013   Unwooded   Chardonnay  
( Old Mission Peninsula ).  Green apple with a 

squeeze of fresh lemon makes for a basic and easy 
unoaked Chardonnay. While standard and simple, 
this is a perfectly enjoyable wine to pair with lighter 
fare.  — A.P.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      84   City Winery Chicago   2013   Across The Pond  
 Riesling  ( Old Mission Peninsula ).  Mild aro-

mas of citrus cream and sea spray mark the nose. 
Broader stone fruit fl avors give weight to the palate 

that doesn’t seem to quite balance out by the sugary 
fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  10.2%  Price: $ 26   

RED WINES

      86   Mackinaw Trail   2012   Cabernet Franc  ( Michi-
gan ).  A tart red-currant tone is deepened 

by streaks of blackberry and granite in this medi-
um-bodied Cab Franc. Showing adequate structure 
from the tannins and acidity, this wine progresses 
nicely from the fruity start to the vanilla-dusted 
fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      85   Mackinaw Trail   2012   Cabernet-Merlot  ( Mich-
igan ).  This Bordeaux-style red blend from 

Northern Michigan sees 14 months in a mélange of 
oak: American, Hungarian and French. Charred red 
berries and cherries meet toasted savory herb notes 
on the nose. The medium-bodied palate brings 
fresher fruit tones, lightly supported by gossamer 
tannins and sharp acidity.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

SWEET WINES

      88   St. Julian   2013   Braganini Reserve Late Har-
vest   Vignoles  ( Lake Michigan Shore ).  Can-

died peach and apricot aromas meld with dusty 
pollen and saff ron on the nose. Showing a bit more 
ripeness on the palate, pineapple and mango tones 
appear, with wildfl ower honey and ginger spice of-
fering nuance. Vibrant acidity drives the palate and 
follows through to a lingering fl oral fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 20   

      86   Mackinaw Trail   NV   White Ibis Sweet   White  
( Michigan ).  A blend of Vignoles and Vi-

dal Blanc, this wine is mildly aromatic, with white 
peach, apple and orange tones. Light bodied and 
semisweet in style, the palate brings juicy red apple 
and pear into the mix, balanced by a tropical-citrus 
twang.  — A.P.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 14   

FORTIFIED WINES

      86   St. Julian   NV   Solera Cream   Sherry  ( Lake 
Michigan Shore ).  Aromas of roasted almond 

and pecan meet dried fi g and date tones. The car-
amel-toff ee laden palate brings an additional hint 
of brown-sugar-dusted walnut. While the acids are 
slightly sharp and the alcohol a bit abrasive, the 
sweet tones eventually balance things out, making 
it an easy sipper.  — A.P.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 16   

      85   St. Julian   NV   Cathermsn’s   Port  ( Lake Michi-
gan Shore ).  Stewed fi g and blackberry aro-

mas meet a dried herb accent on the nose. The full-
bodied palate brings additional notes of blueberry 
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jam blended with tarragon and marjoram. It’s an 
easy sipper for a ruby Port-style wine made from 
Chambourcin.  — A.P.  
abv:  18%  Price: $ 16   

VIRGINIA
CHARDONNAY

      88   Trump   2014   Estate Bottled   Chardonnay  
( Monticello ).  Fragrant aromas of green 

pear and apple mix with a riper peach note on the 
nose. With 10% aged in French oak, this Chardon-
nay trends toward the unoaked style—light bodied, 
crisp and fruit-forward. The streamlined, citrusy 
palate takes on a crunchy pear fl avor, lightly dusted 
with talc.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      87   Sunset Hills   2013   Reserve   Chardonnay  ( Vir-
ginia ).  Gooseberry and hop aromas are 

atypical for a Chardonnay, yet they surprisingly 
meld well with vanilla biscuit and peach tones. 
The medium-bodied palate brings lemon curd and 
brûléed peach fl avors that carry to a vanilla-cream 
fi nish. Snappy acidity—presumably from the addi-
tion of 7% Petit Manseng—keeps the palate lively 
and in check.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      86   First Colony   2013   Estate Reserve   Chardon-
nay  ( Monticello ).  For full review see page 

171.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 24   

      84   Paradise Springs   2013   Chardonnay  ( Vir-
ginia ).  A faint nose of lemon starts things 

off . Simple and clean on the palate, that same cit-
rus character pervades, keeping things short and 
snappy.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 29   

      84   Pearmund   2013   Old Vine Meriwether Vine-
yard   Chardonnay  ( Virginia ).  Muddled citrus 

and a drizzle of artifi cial butter initially marks the 
nose and palate. Additional notes of bitter lemon 
peel and roasted pear carry the fl avors to a slightly 
astringent fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

OTHER WHITE WINES

      87   Stinson   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Monticello ). 
 Grapefruit spray and gooseberry aromas 

jump from the glass initially, with an herbal tomato-
leaf tone lingering behind. Lemon-lime acidity cuts 
through the medium-bodied palate of underripe 
peach and tropical fruit, leading to a talc-dusted 
fi nish. This is zesty, lively and perfectly enjoyable as 
an apéritif or paired alongside tangy cheese.  — A.P.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      87   Trump   2014   Estate Bottled   Viognier  ( Mon-
ticello ).  The nose screams Viognier, with 

aromas of Juicy Fruit gum, white fl owers and pow-
dered candy necklace. A peaches-and-cream pal-
ate feels lush and viscous, yet the acid manages to 
keep things lively through the fuzzy-textured fi nish.  
— A.P.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      85   James Charles   2014   Viognier  ( Virginia ).  Me-
dium gold in color, with a slight pink hue, 

this carries the aroma of canned tropical-fruit cock-
tail—tin and all. The peach-juice palate is viscous 
and round, almost oily, while the tart, tropical acid-
ity struggles to bring balance.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 24   

      84   James Charles   2014   Fumé Blanc  ( Virgin-
ia ).  Banana, powdered white candies and 

creamy coconut make an appearance on the nose of 
this Sauvignon Blanc that sees time in neutral oak. 
Dull tropical-fruit fl avors mark the palate, with wa-
tery papaya in the lead. Mild acidity works hard to 
enliven the slightly lazy fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 24   

SPARKLING WINES

      90   Trump   2008   Brut Reserve    ( Monticello ). 
 Exuberant green apple and quince aromas 

meet a savory almond-croissant tone on the nose of 
this 100% Chardonnay sparkler. Time in French oak 
and extended aging on the lees have rounded and 
broadened the mounthfeel, off ering a rich palate 
accented by lemon rind and candied nuts. Vibrant 
acidity and fi nely-beaded bubbles keep things light 
and entertaining.  — A.P.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Trump   2009   Blanc de Blanc Brut    ( Monticel-
lo ).  Crisp green apple meets rounded yellow 

pear on the nose of this 100% Chardonnay sparkler. 
Weighty and round on the palate, fi ne bubbles lift  
up the fl avors of lemon pastry and apple blossom, 
fi nishing clean and lightly toasty.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

NEW YORK
RIESLING

      94   Fox Run   2011   Reserve   Riesling  ( Seneca 
Lake ).  Extended bottle aging and impecca-

ble fruit ripeness make this late-release Riesling an 
absolute showstopper. Waft ing of honey, mango and 
grapefruit, this deeply concentrated wine saturates 
the palate in dense, creamy waves. Shimmering lime 
and mineral streaks elevate the midpalate and ex-
tend endlessly on the fi nish. It’s stunning now, but 
composed enough to hold well until at least 2025.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 30   

      89   Barnstormer   2014   Semi Dry   Riesling  ( Seneca 
Lake ).  A hint of rose petal perfumes white 

peach and grapefruit on this elegant off -dry Ries-
ling. The midpalate is soft ened by a burst of lus-
cious apricot, while a zesty steak of lime balances a 
long, meandering fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.2%  Price: $ 18   

      88   McGregor   2014   Semi Dry   Riesling  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Sunny, peachy sweetness abounds 

in this light-footed Riesling. Off  dry in style, it’s 
breathlessly fresh and fruity, yet intensifi ed by 
shimmering lime and mineral tones. Drink now for 
its youthful eff ervescence.  — A.I.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Red Newt Cellars   2013   Lahoma Vineyard The 
Knoll   Riesling  ( Finger Lakes ).  Saff ron and 

spice pepper fresh lemon and grapefruit aromas on 
this exceptionally sheer, savory dry Riesling. A haze 
of citrus fl avors fall like gossamer on the palate, 
extended by layers of dusty minerals on the fi nish.  
— A.I.  
abv:  11.2%  Price: $ 35   

      87   Silver Thread   2014   STV Estate Vineyard   Ries-
ling  ( Seneca Lake ).  Dusty mineral tones ac-

cent cutting, crisp peach, apricot and lime notes 
in this dry-style Riesling. The palate is zesty and 
spry, fi nishing on a thirst quenching streak of white 
grapefruit.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.2%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Wagner   2013   Select   Riesling  ( Finger Lakes ). 
 Bright lemon, nectarine and pineapple 

tones are touched with green herbs and savory pol-
len notes in this ephemerally sheer, light-bodied 
Riesling. Off  dry on the palate, it boasts a mouth 
quenching grapefruit juiciness.  — A.I.  
abv:  11.4%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Highland Cellars   2012   Oughterson Family 
Estates   Riesling  ( Seneca Lake ).  Zesty limes 

and lemons shine brightly throughout this brisk, 
cutting dry Riesling. It’s medium bodied in style but 
a bit demure in concentration and length.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.7%  Price: $ 12   

      85   Barnstormer   2014   Dry   Riesling  ( Seneca 
Lake ).  Lean and sheen, this light-footed dry 

Riesling is a showcase of minerality over fruit. It’s 
demure in concentration but refreshing, fi nishing 
brisk and clean.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

      85   Thirsty Owl Wine Company   2014   Dry   Ries-
ling  ( Finger Lakes ).  Spry lemon and white 

grapefruit fl avors are stark and steely in this dry-
style Riesling. It’s not deeply concentrated on the 
palate, but refreshingly quaff able.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      84   Fulkerson   2014   Juicy Sweet   Riesling  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Juicy sweet is an apt moniker for 

this fruity, forward Riesling. The grapey, sugary 
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palate is a bit confected in style, but easy and ap-
proachable.  — A.I.  
abv:  10%  Price: $ 13   

GEWÜRZTRAMINER

      87   Highland Cellars   2012   Oughterson Fam-
ily Estates   Gewürztraminer  ( Seneca Lake ). 

 Slightly earthy aromas blow off  with aeration to 
reveal a delightfully balanced wine full of juicy, 
concentrated peach, lychee and rose water fl avors. 
While intensely fl oral and a touch sweet on the pal-
ate, sunny acidity lends a brisk, easy drinking feel. 
Drink now.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Treleaven   2013   Reserve   Gewurztraminer  
( Cayuga Lake ).  Luscious peach and fl oral 

notes contrast dusty, earthy mineral tones in this 
unusually composed Gewürztraminer. The palate is 
mouthfi lling and expansive, but peachy fresh fl avors 
add levity. It’s a bold, full bodied wine but surpris-
ingly balanced through the fi nish. Drink now.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Lamoreaux Landing   2014   Gewürztraminer  
( Finger Lakes ).  Voluptuous and bold, this 

intensely aromatic Gewürztraminer explodes from 
the glass in plumes of ripe lychee, peach and apri-
cot perfume. Dry and full bodied in style, it’s richly 
textured in mouthfeel. While soft  in acidity, it’s sur-
prisingly balanced for its brawn.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Knapp   2014   Semi Dry   Gewürztraminer  ( Fin-
ger Lakes ).  Decadently ripe peach and blos-

som notes are accented by a curious touch of vanilla 
sugar in this sunny, off -dry Gewürztraminer. It’s a 
hint reedy on the palate, but refreshingly brisk and 
easy drinking.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 16   

      85   Bedell   2013   Gewürztraminer  ( North Fork of 
Long Island ).  Savory, dusty notes of bramble 

wood, earth and mineral lend an unusually rustic 
shadow to this Gewürztraminer. It’s quite lean on 
the palate but brisk lemon and tangerine fl avors are 
refreshing.  — A.I.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 40   

      84   Lucas Vineyards   2013   Dry   Gewürztraminer  
( Finger Lakes ).  Intense aromas of sun-rip-

ened peaches, berries and blossom abound on this 
exuberant, yet nimble-footed Gewürztraminer. Dry 
in style, the palate is a touch herbaceous and bram-
bly, but the fi nish is brisk and lemony fresh.  — A.I.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 14   

CHARDONNAY

      88   Treleaven   2012   Vintber’s Cuvée Barrel Fer-
mented   Chardonnay  ( Finger Lakes ).  Crisp 

lime acidity counters a sunny, lemon-cream dispo-

sition in this lusciously composed Chardonnay. The 
palate is silky in texture, lingering long and luxuri-
ously on the fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

      87   Domaine LeSeurre   2013   Unoaked Cuvée Clas-
sique   Chardonnay  ( Finger Lakes ).  Whiff s of 

white fl orals lend elegance to this brisk, lemony 
Chardonnay. Unoaked and delicately framed, it’s 
not rich in concentration, but dry, refreshing and 
quaff able.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Millbrook   2014   Unoaked   Chardonnay  ( New 
York ).  For full review see page 170.   

abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Southold   2014   Tilting at Windmills Old Gris-
tina Vineyard   Chardonnay  ( North Fork of 

Long Island ).  Fresh red apple fl avors are accented by 
hints of nuts and spice in this brisk, lemony Char-
donnay. Medium bodied in style, it’s supple on the 
palate, fi nishing on a lingering, slightly leesy touch.  
— A.I.  
abv:  12.4%  Price: $ 26   

      86   Lamoreaux Landing   2011   Estate Bottled Bar-
rel Fermented   Chardonnay  ( Finger Lakes ). 

 Touches of vanilla, spice and smoked nuts lend 
complexity to straightforward apple, lemon and 
pear fl avors in this dry, medium-bodied Chardon-
nay. It’s refreshing and easy drinking with a brisk, 
clean fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.3%  Price: $ 13   

      86   Treleaven   2013   Reserve Barrel Fermented  
 Chardonnay  ( Cayuga Lake ).  Dusty minerals 

and dried orange peels accentuate the savoriness of 
apple and pear fl avors in this full-bodied, slightly 
rustic Chardonnay. Fresh acidity juxtaposes a sup-
ple, approachable mouthfeel. The fi nish is short and 
simple.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

WHITE BLENDS

      91   Channing Daughters   2013   Mosaico    ( Long Is-
land ).  This fi eld blend of aromatic white va-

rieties intoxicates with its exotic haze of cinnamon, 
orange peel and turmeric spices. It’s lusciously phe-
nolic in mouthfeel, with a deep, penetrating core of 
dried peach and pear fl avors that lingers on and on 
and on.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 29   

      90   Channing Daughters   2013   Sylvanus    ( Long 
Island ).  Smoky tea leaves and vanilla per-

meate throughout this blossomy, perfumed blend 
of white grape varieties (Muscat, Pinot Grigio and 
Pinot Blanc). It’s lusciously full bodied, yet spry, 
boasting concentrated stone fruit fl avors framed 
squarely by savory tones of earth, wood and bitter 
tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Wölffer   2014   Classic   White  ( Long Island ). 
 Savory aromas of dried herb and mineral 

contrast crisp nectarine and peach in this brisk, re-
freshing white. It’s a deft  blend combining the body 
and weight of Pinot Blanc and Chardonnay with the 
zest and perfume of Sauvignon Blanc and Riesling.  
— A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 26   

      86   Wagner   2013   Fathom 107    ( Seneca Lake ). 
 Zesty acidity shines a spotlight on fresh cit-

rus and mineral tones in this blend of Riesling and 
Gewürztraminer. It’s not deeply concentrated on the 
palate, but a kiss of white blossom lends elegance to 
the fi nish.   — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 20   

      85   Inspire Moore   2014   Gratitude    ( Finger Lakes ). 
 Whiff s of nuts, dusty mineral and lemon are 

demure on the nose, but become more concentrated 
on the palate of this dry white. A blend of Chardon-
nay, Riesling and Grüner Veltliner, it’s more miner-
ally than fruity, but refreshing and brisk.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 14   

OTHER WHITE WINES

      89   Fox Run   2014   Traminette  ( Finger Lakes ).  For 
full review see page 169.  

abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Bedell   2013   Viognier  ( North Fork of Long Is-
land ).  White blossoms and peaches perfume 

this unusually zesty Viognier. Dry and delicately 
framed, it’s balances crisp, cutting acidity against 
sunny citrus fl avors. It’s an easy, refreshing wine 
with a moderately long fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 40   

      87   Fulkerson   2013   William Vigne   Grüner Veltliner  
( Finger Lakes ).  Despite the frigid winters in 

the Finger Lakes, plantings of Grüner Veltliner have 
shown promise throughout region. This zesty, invig-
orating example is particularly characteristic of the 
variety. White grapefruit and tart tangerine notes 
are cutting and spry on the palate, fi nishing with a 
lingering kiss of white pepper and herbs.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 14   

      87   Inspire Moore   2014   Rhythm   Grüner Veltliner  
( Finger Lakes ).  There’s a hint of sauvage 

to this dry, racy white. On the palate, glimpses of 
mineral and fresh herbs, as well as an irresistable 
tang of salt lend complexity to fresh gooseberry and 
lemon fl avors. It’s delicately concentrated, but in-
vigorating.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.1%  Price: $ 14   

      87   Lakewood   2013   Valvin Muscat  ( Finger Lakes ). 
 Buoyantly perfumed of blossoms and sun-

kissed peaches, this light-footed Muscat is chock 
full of aplomb. Valvin Muscat’s heady aromatics 
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may be overwhelming to some, but they’re true to 
type here. Enjoy now for its youth and vitality.  — A.I.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 13   

      86   Knapp   2014   Seyval Blanc  ( Finger Lakes ). 
 Whiff s of smoked nuts and savory dried 

herbs extend throughout this dry white, accenting 
fresh lemon and grapefruit fl avors. It’s not deeply 
complex or concentrated, but a savory accompa-
niment to delicate fi sh or fowl dishes. Drink now.  
— A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Wölffer   2014   Trebbiano  ( The Hamptons, 
Long Island ).  Spine tingling acidity and 

sharp lemon and lime fl avors mark this zesty dry 
Trebbiano. Crisp green apple and nectarine notes 
fi ll out the midpalate a bit. The fi nish is brisk and 
clean.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      85   Adirondack Winery   2013   Summit Solitude  
 Seyval Blanc  ( New York ).  Fresh, leafy herbs 

and lemon zest perfume this slightly grapey, some-
what “foxy” if you will, wine. It’s crisp and cutting 
in mouthfeel, fi nishing on a juicy white grapefruit 
note.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 13   

CABERNET FRANC

      94   Hermann J. Wiemer   2012   Magdalena Vine-
yard   Cabernet Franc  ( Seneca Lake ).  While 

the Finger Lakes region is better known for Ries-
ling, this gorgeously composed single-vineyard 
Cabernet Franc sets a benchmark for American red 
wine. The nose is delicately perfumed of violet, lav-
ender and autumn leaves. On the palate, swirls of 
luscious black fruit juxtapose layers of granite and 
stone. Briskly balanced, yet endlessly persistent on 
the fi nish, it’s a standout bottling that’s well worth 
seeking out.   Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 32   

      92   Anthony Nappa   2014   Bordo   Cabernet Franc  
( North Fork of Long Island ).  For full review 

see page 156.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      92   Hermann J. Wiemer   2013   Cabernet Franc  
( Seneca Lake ).  Succulent black plums and 

cherries fl ood the palate in this irresistibly juicy yet 
elegantly structured Cabernet Franc. Brisk acidity 
lends an electric jolt, intensifi ed by waves of gran-
ite and green herbs. Its fresh demeanor and delicate 
tannins make it approachable in youth, but refi ne-
ment persists.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      92   Keuka Spring   2014   Cabernet Franc  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Keuka Spring Vineyards staged a 

remarkable renewal recently by introducing August 
Deimel, increasingly one of the Finger Lakes most 
promising young winemakers, as its head winemak-

er. This delightfully brisk Cabernet Franc showcases 
the crispness of sweet-tart black plums and cher-
ries swathed in a fi nery of fresh, green herbs. It’s 
deeply concentrated with black fruit fl avors, yet el-
egant and refi ned, fi nishing long on a fl urry of feath-
ery tannins.   Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      92   Southold   2014   Flying & Falling   Cabernet 
Franc  ( North Fork of Long Island ).  Sun-

ripened bramble and dried herbs lend a savory 
rusticity to this spry yet decadently ripened Cab-
ernet Franc. It’s not a brawny wine, but powerful 
in impact, full of black fruit fl avors and jolted by 
veins of fi ne tannin and pert acidity. It’s lovely now, 
but structured enough to continue to improve till at 
least 2020.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.4%  Price: $ 32   

      91   Millbrook   2013   Proprietor’s Special Reserve  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Hudson River Region ).  For 

full review see page 162.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Bellangelo   2013   Cabernet Franc  ( Seneca 
Lake ).  For full review see page 164.  

abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      90   Fox Run   2013   Cabernet Franc  ( Finger Lakes ). 
 For full review see page 166.  

abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Lamoreaux Landing   2012   Estate Bottled  
 Cabernet Franc  ( Finger Lakes ).  For full re-

view see page 166.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Billsboro   2013   Sawmill Creek Vineyards   Cab-
ernet Franc  ( Finger Lakes ).  Rich, velvety 

blackberry and cherry fl avors fl ood the palate of this 
decadently full-bodied Cabernet Franc. It’s irresist-
ibly juicy and forward, but invigorating acidity and 
shades of herb, bramble and fi ne-grained tannins 
lend depth and structure. The fi nish is languid and 
luscious.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Atwater   2013   North Block Six   Cabernet Franc  
( Seneca Lake ).  This wine is a fi ne showcase 

of Cabernet Franc’s seemingly contradictory juxta-
position of ripe fruit fl avors against its herbaceous 
green elements. Black cherry and berry fl avors are 
succulent and mouthwatering, yet show a savory 
restraint anchored by swathes of ripe bramble and 
dusty herbs. It’s an elegant yet easing drinking wine 
marked by fi ne, penetrating tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Fulkerson   2013   Cabernet Franc  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Old-world elegance abounds in this 

rustic yet deft ly balanced wine. Crisp blackberry 
and raspberry notes intertwine with savory hints of 
earth and barnyard. Fresh acidity electrifi es a long 
fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Chateau Lafayette Reneau   2013   Cabernet 
Franc  ( Finger Lakes ).  Glimpses of dark-

roast coff ee , smoked nuts and kindling cast a smoky 
veil upon ripe, sunny black cherry and berry fl avors 
in this Cabernet Franc. It’s supple and velvety in 
mouthfeel but the fi nish is dominated by fi rmly en-
trenched tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

      92   Anthony Nappa   2013   The Savage   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( North Fork of Long Island ).  For 

full review see page 156.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 75   

      90   Raphael   2010   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( North 
Fork of Long Island ).  Extended time in the 

bottle, as well as 18 months in French oak, lend 
gravitas and elegance to this Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Hints of maturity—whiff s of truffl  e and wet soil—
lend delightful complexity to sweet-tart black cur-
rant and cherry fl avors. The fi nish is bristling and 
bright, lingering long on a puckering cranberry tone.  
— A.I.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 60   

      89   McGregor   2011   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Invigorating acidity and slightly 

restrained black cherry and plum notes lend a cool 
elegance to this delicately framed Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon. An inviting wine that welcomes richer poul-
try or pork dishes, it’s sprightly and fresh, lingering 
long on a spicy, cedar-toned fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.2%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Fulkerson   2012   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Shrouds of leafy herbs and savory 

stems lend a fresh tone to this brisk yet fruity, con-
centrated Cab. Crisp blackberry and currant fl avors 
shine bright and pert on the palate, framed squarely 
by lingering strikes of tannin and acidity.  — A.I.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Ventosa   2011   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Whiff s of sweet baking spice, cedar 

and tobacco entice from nose to fi nish on this un-
abashedly fruity and oaky, but enjoyable Cab. Juicy 
vanilla-cherry cola notes permeate the rich palate, 
cut by a razor’s edge of acidity on the fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 26   

      86   Billsboro   2013   Sawmill Creek Vineyards  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Finger Lakes ).  While 

a touch candied and confected in style, this Caber-
net Sauvignon is chock full of ripe, rich black cherry 
and berry fl avors. Plush and juicy, it’s best enjoyed 
in its youth.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 28   

      86   Glenora   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Pretty violet and red cherry aromas 

perfume this aromatic Cabernet Sauvignon. On the 
palate, ruddy, slightly overripe tones of plum and 
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cherry contrast markedly against a fi nish that’s 
zesty and tart.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 25   

RED BLENDS

      93   Southold   2014   Illegitimi Non Carborundum  
  ( North Fork of Long Island ).  In only a few 

vintages, winemaker Regan Meador has created a 
splash in the New York wine scene and this Bor-
deaux-style red blend is a testament to the hype. A 
deft  blend of Old and New-world styles, it contrasts 
silky, rich black cherry and currant fl avors against 
deep layers of granite minerality, leafy herbs and 
potpourri fl orals. It’s complex and yet so eff ortlessly 
brisk and spry. The fi nish is endlessly meandering.  
 Editors’ Choice  .  — A.I.  
abv:  12.4%  Price: $ 35   

      91   Anthony Nappa   2013   Tredici    ( North Fork of 
Long Island ).  For full review see page 159.  

 Cellar Selection  .  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Atwater   2013   Cabernet Franc-Merlot  ( Sen-
eca Lake ).  This blend of Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon and Merlot combines the sharp, herbal edges 
of Cabernet with the plumminess of Merlot to fi ne 
results. Umami notes of brine, mushroom and forest 
fl oor add savory complexity. It’s a complex yet thor-
oughly approachable wine that’s drinking elegantly 
now.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

      89   Raphael   2012   La Fontana    ( North Fork of 
Long Island ).  Lush body and ripe, concen-

trated plum and currant fl avors contrast an electric 
zip of acidity that brightens this wine. A blend of 
traditional Bordeaux grapes, it’s elegantly com-
posed, marked by hints of cedar and tobacco and a 
lingering fringe of fi ne-grained tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 30   

      89   Waters Crest   2010   Campania Rosso    ( North 
Fork of Long Island ).  Bold and brawny, this 

voluptuous red fl oods the palate with ruddy, ripe 
fl avors of black cherries and plums. It’s plush and 
fl eshy in mouthfeel, but its juicy, rich demeanor is 
intoxicating. A dusty mineral tone lends elegance to 
the fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 40   

      88   Bellangelo   2012   1866 Reserve   Meritage  
( Seneca Lake ).  There’s a cool, herbaceous 

tone to this classic Bordeaux-style blend of Mer-
lot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Sour 
cherry and cranberry fl avors are pert and crisp, ac-
cented by hints of violet and spice. It’s an elegant, 
briskly composed wine that’s drinking well now.  
— A.I.  
abv:  12.8%  Price: $ 32   

      88   Chateau Lafayette Reneau   2013   Meritage  
( Finger Lakes ).  Heady proportions of Cab-

ernet Sauvignon lend a brambly, peppery edge to 
this classic Bordeaux-style blend. Rich, ruddy black 
currant fl avors are luscious and juicy, lift ed by a 
streak of cranberry acidity and fi ne, feathery tan-
nins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Fox Run   2013     Cabernet Franc-Lemberger  
( Finger Lakes ).  Spice and cedar notes pep-

per this plump, plummy blend of Cabernet Franc 
and Lemberger. It’s round and ripe in mouthfeel, yet 
electrifi ed by a twist of cranberry acidity. Finishes 
with a lip smacking pucker of tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.9%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Ventosa   NV   Saggio Series X    ( Seneca Lake ). 
 Four years in a mix of French, American and 

Hungarian oak lend a prominent spice and tobacco 
savoriness to this full-bodied red. A blend of tradi-
tional Bordeaux grapes with a splash of Syrah, it’s 
densely berried and luscious in texture, but main-
tains elegant composure. The fi nish is long, marked 
by penetrating,fi ne-grained tannins.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

      87   Lamoreaux Landing   2012   76 West    ( Finger 
Lakes ).  Whiff s of smoke and dark-roast cof-

fee meander pleasantly amid crisp red cherry and 
berry fl avors in this brisk but full-bodied red blend. 
The palate is lean but elegantly concentrated, fi n-
ishing on a refreshingly herbal tone.  — A.I.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Ventosa   NV   Vino Rosso    ( Seneca Lake ).  Plum-
my and ripe, this fruit-forward blend of Cab-

ernet Franc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah 
shows the body and richness that can be achieved 
in Finger Lakes reds. It’s smartly balanced by fresh 
acidity and puckering medium-grained tannins, but 
maintains and easy, approachable feel.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      85   Glenora   2013   Meritage  ( Finger Lakes ).  While 
ripe on the nose and luscious in mouthfeel, 

this taut, nervy Bordeaux-style blend showcases 
sweet-tart pomegranate and cranberry fl avors. It’s 
a lean, but refreshing wine with a crisp fi nish.  — A.I.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 30   

OTHER RED WINES

      89   Anthony Nappa   2013   Piccolo Pio   Petit Ver-
dot  ( North Fork of Long Island ).  A swathe of 

violet and jolt of pomegranate acidity lend freshness 
to this voluptuously ripe, rich Petit Verdot. It’s an 
unabashedly forward, full bodied wine chock full 
of fl eshy, plump black-cherry and plum fl avors. De-
spite its brawn, however, it’s not at all overbearing, 
fi nishing with remarkable balance.  — A.I.  
abv:  14.6%  Price: $ 60   

      88   Lamoreaux Landing   2012   Block 137   Merlot  
( Finger Lakes ).  A plume of fresh blossoms 

and herbs lends lift  to this plush, full-bodied Mer-

lot. Luscious, creamy swirls of blackberry and cher-
ry syrup penetrate deeply on the palate but are con-
trasted by sharp notes of sour cherry and cranberry. 
It’s a brawny, fruit-forward wine, but not overbear-
ing in stature.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Ventosa   2011   Sangiovese  ( Seneca Lake ). 
 Dusty minerals tones, dried mushrooms 

and luscious black cherries collide on the nose and 
palate of this unusual New York Sangiovese. It’s a 
bold, full-bodied and forward wine, but brisk acid-
ity and fi ne-grained tannins lend elegance and style.  
— A.I.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 35   

      88   Ventosa   2009   Merlot  ( Seneca Lake ).  Dark, 
luxurious streaks of blackberry and cherry 

lend heft  and silkiness to this full-bodied Merlot. 
Subtly spiced, it’s accented by sprightly acidity and 
fi ne, feathery tannins in the midpalate.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 27   

      87   Stony Lonesome   2013   Estate Reserve   Zwei-
gelt  ( Finger Lakes ).  Ruddy prune and bal-

samic vinegar notes on the nose contrast crisp, 
punchy black cherry and berry fl avors in this Fin-
ger Lakes Zweigelt. It’s velvety smooth on the pal-
ate, marked by persistent fi ne-grained tannins and 
bright acidity. Drink now.  — A.I.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

OTHER UNITED STATES
ILLINOIS

      86   Illinois Sparkling Co.   NV   Brut    ( Illinois ).  The 
restrained nose of this Frontenac Gris and 

St. Pepin sparkling wine shows steely lemon and 
cheese rind notes. The palate brings a bit more char-
acter, with riper tones of crisp green apple and pear 
carried along by a mild mousse of bubbles.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 26   

      85   Illinois Sparkling Co.   NV   Franken’s French 
Hybrid Brut    ( Illinois ).  This brut sparkler is 

made from Chambourcin, a hybrid grape of uncer-
tain parentage. Fresh fi gs and dates come to mind 
on the nose, while the linear palate is persistently 
citrus-driven.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 32   

      84   Illinois Sparkling Co.   NV   Heirloom Sparkling  
 Rosé  ( Illinois ).  Medium-salmon in color, 

this sparkling rosé made from Marechal Foch off ers 
raspberry and strawberry fl avors and aromas, with 
a slightly toasted character. Creamy, nutty notes 
take over on the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 40   

      84   Illinois Sparkling Co.   NV   Stereo    ( Illinois ). 
 Predominately made with La Crescent, a 

hybrid grape with Muscat heritage, this sparkling 
wine brings exotic notes of lychee and rose over 
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muddled pear fl avors. The aggressive bubbles do 
little to cover the sugary-sweet fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 32   

HAWAII

      87   Ulupalakua   NV   Lokelani Sparkling Rosé    ( Ha-
waii ).  Light-salmon in color, this Hawaiian 

sparkler surprises with ripe raspberry and white 
chocolate aromas. Vigorous bubbles clean up the 
strawberries-and-cream palate, enticing the drink-
er for yet another sip. Enjoy with creamy strawberry 
cheesecake.  — A.P.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 28   

AMERICA

      88   Oliver   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( America ). 
 Iconic Sauvignon Blanc notes of pink grape-

fruit, gooseberry, mango and papaya shine brightly 
on the nose and palate. Ample weight, with bal-
anced acidity and crisp, clean fl avors mark this 
well-made wine at a bargain price.   Best Buy  .  — A.P.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 13   

      87   Gruet   NV   Extra Dry    ( America ).  This 100% 
Chardonnay méthode Champenoise sparkler 

shows aromas of golden apple and yellow pear stud-
ded with cherry blossoms. The orchard fruits fol-
low through to a rounded palate, housing medium-
beaded bubbles and ample weight. A lemon pastry 
note adds welcome complexity to the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 16   

      86   Oliver   2014   Gewurztraminer  ( America ).  This 
wine is well made and competitively priced. 

Characteristic variety notes of orange blossom, 
rose and lychee mark the nose, and meet additional 
notes of ripe mango mixed with banana on the pal-
ate. Exotic and fun, this medium-bodied, heady 
wine would perfectly quell a spicy kick.   Best Buy  .  
— A.P.  
abv:  12.3%  Price: $ 11   

      85   Gruet   NV   Blanc de Blancs Sauvage    ( America ). 
 Citron, lemon rind and pastry crust aromas 

travel to a vigorous palate of foaming bubbles and 
racing acidity. A sweet plastic note meets a squeeze 
of lemon on the fi nish.  — A.P.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 18   

CHILE
SAUVIGNON BLANC

      89   Montes   2015   Spring Harvest   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Leyda Valley ).  Passion fruit, lettuce, 

grapefruit and tropical aromas get this Sauvignon 
Blanc off  to a nice start. Zesty, speedy and super 
fresh on the palate, with blazing acidity, this tastes 
of passion fruit, green herbs and grass, especially on 

a racy, slightly pithy fi nish.   Guarachi Wine Partners . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Arboleda   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Aconcagua 
Costa ).  Hard-driving aromas of nettle, jala-

peño, sea brine, wet stones and grapefruit set up a 
chunky palate with a ton of weight. Passion fruit, 
orange and controlled vegetal fl avors are in harmo-
ny. Drink now.   Thiénot USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      87   Quintay   2014   Q Grand Reserve   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Casablanca Valley ).  Initially, this 

smells vegetal and sulfuric, a combination that’s 
less than encouraging. On the palate, however, it 
comes around to show layering and depth. Green 
fl avors of lime and bell pepper share space with oily 
lanolin notes, while a briny tasting fi nish adds com-
plexity.   Regal Wine Imports Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Santa Carolina   2015   Reserva   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Leyda Valley ).  For full review see page 

172.     Best Buy  .  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 11   

      87   Viña Casablanca   2015   Nimbus Single Vine-
yard   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Casablanca Valley ). 

 Nectarine and melon aromas are ripe and round on 
the nose. The palate feels big but properly balanced 
with acidity. Flavors of grapefruit and bell pepper 
are prominent over the pyrazine-heavy fi nish.   Caro-
lina Wine Brands USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Concha y Toro   2014   Casillero del Diablo 
Reserva   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Central Valley ). 

 Citrus and tropical-fruit aromas show snap in front 
of a racy palate. White pepper and grassy notes 
work the fi nish on this easygoing Sauvignon Blanc.  
 Excelsior Wines .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 11   

      86   Miguel Torres   2014   Santa Digna   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Central Valley ).  Fresh bell pepper 

and passion fruit aromas are a bit underripe in 
character. The palate feels juicy and bright, with 
zesty acidity. Nectarine and green-herb fl avors 
hint at vegetal undertones, while the fi nish is short 
but fresh. Drink now.   Ste. Michelle Wine Estates . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Viña Casablanca   2015   Cefi ro Reserva   Sau-
vignon Blanc  ( Casablanca Valley ).  Neutral 

aromas off er touches of peach and melon. This feels 
heavy on the palate, with pithy, slightly bitter fl a-
vors of mixed citrus fruits and grass. A bitter note 
blends with white grapefruit on the fi nish.   Carolina 
Wine Brands USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      85   Caliterra   2015   Reserva   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Col-
chagua Valley ).  Dry, light aromas of passion 

fruit, melon and bell pepper are restrained. The pal-
ate feels in balance, with orange tones and herbal 
fl avors.   Seaview Imports .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 10   

      85   Millaman   2014   Estate Reserve   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Curicó Valley ).  Bell pepper and citrus 

aromas are limited in scope. The palate feels acidic, 
with quick-hitting fl avors of green herbs, bell pep-
per and tropical fruits. Pyrazine-based fl avors of 
bell pepper and bitter herbs push the fi nish.   Niche 
Import Company .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 10   

CHARDONNAY

      88   Arboleda   2014   Chardonnay  ( Aconcagua 
Costa ).  Nutty aromas of popcorn, buttered 

toast, peach and apple create a solid nose. This feels 
lively but also a bit oily. A mix of roasted nut, wood 
resin and pineapple fl avors fi nish toasty, with racy 
acidity working as a preservative.   Thiénot USA . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      87   Concha y Toro   2014   Casillero del Diablo Reser-
va   Chardonnay  ( Central Valley ).  Clean aro-

mas of banana and apple get this Chardonnay off  to 
a solid start. The palate is alert and upright, with a 
note of resiny oak. Flavors of melon and peach are 
supported by snappy acidity.   Excelsior Wines .  Best 
Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11   

      86   Quintay   2014   Q Grand Reserve   Chardonnay  
( Casablanca Valley ).  Toasty, briny citrus 

aromas lead to a pinched and strained palate. The 
fl avors are a touch bitter, with oily apple and stone-
fruit fl avors. The nutty fi nish is solid but low on 
fruit character.   Regal Wine Imports Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 17   

      86   Santa Ema   2014   Reserva   Chardonnay  ( Ley-
da Valley ).  Aromas of saline solution and 

sawdust accent generic citrus and apple aromas. 
On the palate, this is fresh and citrusy. A blast of 
sharp lemon, apple and quince fl avors come before 
a lightweight but oaky fi nish.   Guarachi Wine Part-
ners . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      84   Chilcas   2013   Single Vineyard   Chardonnay  
( Itata Valley ).  Sticky-resin aromas are de-

rived directly from the barrel. This is cloying in feel, 
with heavy oak fl avors and oily tropical-fruit notes.  
 Old Bridge Cellars . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      84   Chono   2015   Single Vineyard   Chardonnay  
( Casablanca Valley ).  Tropical aromas of 

melon and papaya are clean and youthful, but rudi-
mentary. This is pulpy in feel, with moderate acid-
ity. Simple apple and peach fl avors fi nish mild, with 
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mild complexity.   Grassroots Wine Wholesalers, 
LLC . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 13   

      84   Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafi te)   2015  
 Los Vascos   Chardonnay  ( Colchagua Valley ). 

 Crisp aromas of citrus are feline and snappy. This 
smells more like Sauvignon Blanc than Chardonnay, 
and the palate is racy and citric as well. Lime, nettle 
and tangerine fl avors fi nish green, tart and long, 
with acidic push.   Pasternak Wine Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

      92   Errazuriz   2013   Max Reserva   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Aconcagua Valley ).  For full review see 

page 157.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      91   Arboleda   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Acon-
cagua Valley ).  Briar spice, olive and asphalt 

aromas create a fi rm bouquet of black plum and 
blackberry at the core. This feels lively and seri-
ous, with black olive, herb, licorice, chocolate and 
dark-berry fl avors. Herbal notes, blackened toast 
and mocha fl avors on the fi nish are typical for Chile. 
Drink through 2019.   Thiénot USA . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Alto Los Romeros   2013   Gran Reserva Tri-
umpheros   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Colchagua 

Valley ).  Courtesy of solid black cherry, cassis and 
herbal aromas, this comes across as being well 
rounded. A dense palate is off set by lively acidity, 
while fl avors of cassis, toast, herbs and spice end 
in a peppery swirl of drawing tannins blended with 
plush fruit notes. Drink through 2019.   Domaine Se-
lect Wine Estates . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Caliterra   2013   Tributo Single Vineyard   Cab-
ernet Sauvignon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Briary, 

herbal berry aromas are dry, earthy, foresty and 
show a note of olive. This Cab is full of life on the 
palate, with energy and good overall balance. Spicy 
fl avors of baked plum, olive, herbs and tobacco fi n-
ish long, with amplifi ed oak. Drink now through 
2018.   Seaview Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Miguel Torres   2010   Manso de Velasco   Cab-
ernet Sauvignon  ( Curicó Valley ).  With an 

opaque purple tint and brawny, gaseous aromas of 
raw oak, bacon, black olive and blackberry, this old-
vine Cabernet is blocky, tannic and bullish. Intense, 
toasty fl avors of herbal blackberry and baked plum 
fi nish muscular, blackened, herbal and a touch bit-
ter. Best from 2017–2022.   Ste. Michelle Wine Es-
tates . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 60   

      90   Peñalolen   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Maipo 
Valley ).  Up front, this smells smoky and 

woody, although in due time earthy berry aromas 
emerge. This feels ripe and full in body; fl avors of 
black cherry, cassis, fi g and chocolate end with 
heady, toasty heat and a rich sense of extraction. 
Drink through 2018.   Global Vineyard Importers . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Santa Carolina   2013   Reserva de Familia   Cab-
ernet Sauvignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 168.    
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Casas del Bosque   2013   Gran Reserva   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Aromas of 

olive, herbs, spice, raw oak and berry fruits give this 
Cabernet a classic Chilean bouquet. Dense, jammy 
and concentrated on the palate, this tastes of black-
berry, cassis, green herbs, pepper and chocolate. 
This runs smooth, herbal and chocolaty on the 
fi nish. Drink through 2019.   Southern Starz, Inc . 
— M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Lagar de Bezana   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Cachapoal Valley ).  A wide-based nose 

blends saucy, spicy notes with louder, riper aromas 
of blackberry and black currant. The palate feels 
jammy, chunky, rubbery and tannic, while black-
berry fl avors are earthy, spicy and herbal prior to 
fi nishing minty, charred and tannic. Drink through 
2020.   Vino Del Sol . — M.S.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Santa Alba   2012   Grand Reserve   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Curicó Valley ).  Toasted bram-

ble berry aromas come with hints of tree bark and 
mixed spices. This feels chewy, dense and round, 
while fl avors of roasted plum and berry are well 
spiced. The chewy, round, tannic fi nish is rooty and 
spicy.   Aidil Wines/Old World Import . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Santa Rita   2010   Medalla Real Gran Reserva  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Dark, 

smoky aromas of freshly laid pavement come with 
leathery berry scents along with wood and eucalyp-
tus notes. Bright to the point of being aggressive on 
the palate, this shows spicy, peppery fl avors of red-
berry fruits and oak. A woody, resiny fi nish is potent 
like the rest of this Cabernet. Drink through 2020.  
 Palm Bay International . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Ventisquero   2012   Grey Glacier   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Gritty, spicy aromas 

of kirsch, dried cherry and cinnamon set up a nar-
row, high-acid palate that’s fresh but grating. Bak-
ing spice, eucalyptus and tomato accent plum and 
red-currant fruit, while the fi nish tastes herbal, 
spicy and oaky, with lasting acidity.   San Francisco 
Wine Exchange . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Viña Maipo   2010   Gran Devoción   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Maule Valley ).  Powerful, hard-

driving aromas of herbal red-berry fruits and spice 
are enticing. This feels juicy, fi rm and full, with 
chewy tannins. Toasty fl avors of plum, cassis and 
pepper show an herbal side in front of a racy, spicy, 
fi nish that emphasizes olive and eucalyptus.   Fetzer 
Vineyards . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Agustinos   2014   Reserva   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Plum, raisin and red 

licorice aromas are ripe and heady. This feels tight 
and structured, with meaty tannins. Black cherry 
and oaky chocolate fl avors end mild and chunky, 
with length. This should raise no complaints.   Apollo 
Fine Spirits . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Concha y Toro   2013   Casillero del Diablo 
Reserva Privada   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Maipo 

Valley ).  Plum and blackberry aromas are mildly 
grassy and horsey. On the palate, this Cabernet is 
bold, fl eshy and tannic in feel, with a solid struc-
ture. Blackberry and oak fl avors are a touch green 
and spicy, while this fi nishes with spicy, herbal 
notes.   Excelsior Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafi te)  
 2014   Los Vascos   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Colch-

agua Valley ).  Aromas of cherry and currant are a bit 
fl at. On the palate, this is perfectly good but com-
mon. Blackberry, plum and a dusting of chocolate 
are the key fl avors, while this runs long and loamy 
on the fi nish.   Pasternak Wine Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Koyle   2013   Gran Reserva   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  A strong blast of 

oak and wood shavings are up front and on top of 
the nose on this chunky Cabernet. Baked, herbal 
fl avors of cassis and raspberry are toasty, slightly 
green and minty. Flavors of herbs and carob rest 
heavily on a plump, warm fi nish.   Quintessential 
Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 17   

      88   MontGras   2013   Antu   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Maipo Valley ).  Prickly aromas of nettle 

and green herbs are matched by spicy blackberry 
and lactic oak notes. A tight, tannic palate is fi rmly 
built, with spicy fl avors of cherry and cassis as well 
as olive. A peppery, herbal, toasty fi nish sends this 
on its way. Drink through 2018.   Palm Bay Interna-
tional . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Morandé   2012   Gran Reserva   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Gritty, tarry aromas 

of black olive and raspberry lead to a hard palate 
with choppy acidity. Sizzling plum and currant fl a-
vors come with a burnt note, while a long fi nish is 
bolstered by preserving acidity. This is a patented 
Chilean Cab: expect a heavy herbal character cen-
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tered around olive and eucalyptus.   Grupo Belen 
USA . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Santa Ema   2013   Amplus   Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Plum and raspberry 

aromas are herbal and slightly grassy. On the tongue, 
wiry acidity feels citric. Flavors of red plum, spiced 
cherry, tomato and herbs ride a road of choppy acid-
ity and rough tannins to a bold fi nish. Drink through 
2020.   Guarachi Wine Partners . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Valle Hermoso   2013   Elegido Gran Reserva  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Di-

rect, woody aromas of cherry, raspberry and min-
erally crispness set up a medium-bodied palate 
housing round tannins. Ripe, loamy fl avors of mixed 
berries exhibit a touch of raisin, which carries over 
to a peppery, blackened fi nish.   Graziano Imports . 
— M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Concha y Toro   2013   Serie Riberas Gran Reser-
va Ribera del Tinguiririca   Cabernet Sauvignon  

( Marchigue ).  Light but staunch cherry and cassis 
aromas are infused with herb and spice notes. This 
is tight in feel, with bracing tartaric acidity that 
results in surface-level fl avors of red-berry fruits. 
Racy, mildly green notes are present on a snappy, 
hot fi nish.   Excelsior Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Concha y Toro   2012   Casillero del Diablo Man-
chester United Legendary Collection   Cab-

ernet Sauvignon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Cherry and 
berry aromas are rubbery and oaky, and overall this 
creamy Cabernet is perfectly enjoyable. On the pal-
ate, tomato-driven acidity creates pulse, while fl a-
vors of plum and raspberry fi nish fresh.   Excelsior 
Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Emiliana   2014   Natura   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Rapel Valley ).  Briary, leathery aromas are 

supported by ample berry fruit on the nose of this 
slightly choppy Cabernet. Notes of char and minty 
are as prominent as berry-fruit fl avors, while the 
tannic grib and peppery heat push to the fi nish.  
 Banfi  Vintners .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      87   Galán   2012   Doña Auristela Reserve   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Lontué Valley ).  Light and trans-

parent in color, this wine smells a touch cheesy, 
with cherry and cassis notes. The palate is round 
and gummy in feel, while cherry and black-currant 
fl avors fi nish easy, with a slight note of grass.   Askari 
O.H . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      87   La Playa   2013   Block Selection Tinga Reserve  
 Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Dry, 

dusty blackberry aromas are restrained yet clean. 
This shows more density on a palate, with jammy 

black-plum and berry fl avors leading to a fresh and 
satisfying full-length fi nish.   Cabernet Corporation . 
 Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      87   Santa Alicia   2014   Reserva Espiritu de Los 
Andes Estate Bottled   Cabernet Sauvignon  

( Maipo Valley ).  Roasted berry aromas show notes 
of leather and earth. The palate is fi rm and tannic, 
with medicinal cherry and coff ee fl avors. A spicy 
fi nish remains aft er the fruit fades.   Halby Market-
ing .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 12   

      87   Santa Ema   2013   Reserve   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Maipo Valley ).  Black-fruit aromas of cassis 

and boysenberry are not overdone nor overoaked. 
Thie palate feels somewhat spiky and acidic, with a 
tartaric bite. A fl avor profi le comprised of salty ber-
ry fruits fi nishes briny and herbal, with good weight 
and balance.   Guarachi Wine Partners . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Viña Maipo   2013   Gran Devoción    ( Maule Val-
ley ).  Traditional Maipo Valley aromas of 

eucalyptus and wild herbs form the opening, while 
spicy, oaky shadings fi ll out the bouquet on this 
Cabernet-led blend that contains 15% Syrah. A full, 
oaky palate is lively, while heavily herbal, briny fl a-
vors of olive and tobacco confi rm the wine’s Chilean 
character.   Fetzer Vineyards . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 18   

      86   Miguel Torres   2012   Santa Digna   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Central Valley ).  Solid but fl at 

aromas of olive and leafy berry fruits introduce a 
midland palate of moderate bounce and average 
body. Raspberry, plum, currant and herbal fl avors 
fi nish fresh, but also woody and slightly bitter in 
taste.   Ste. Michelle Wine Estates . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Santa Rita   2014   120   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Central Valley ).  For full review see page 

173.   Best Buy  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 9   

      86   Tres Palacios   2012   Family Vintage   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Leafy, herbal 

aromas of plum and raspberry show a touch of to-
mato, with a dash of oregano. This is soft  on the 
palate, without a lot of spine or structure. Earthy, 
herbal fl avors of stewed berries, tomato and green 
herbs fi nish minty and leafy, but with good feel.  
 Skurnik Wines, Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 18   

      86   Viña Requingua   2013   Puerto Viejo Estate 
Bottled Single Vineyard Reserve   Cabernet 

Sauvignon  ( Curicó Valley ).  Berry and cassis aromas 
blend with oaky scents to form a solid nose. This 
feels grabby and resiny, with moderate tannins. 
Minty black-fruit fl avors are woody, while the fi n-

ish tastes herbal and oaky, with meaty berry notes.  
 Puerto Viejo Wines .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 10   

      86   Viña Requingua   2012   Toro de Piedra Grand 
Reserve Single Vineyard   Cabernet Sauvi-

gnon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Lactic oak and minty green 
notes run with plum and berry aromas. This is hard 
as nails, with big tannins that grate along the sides 
of a round mouthfeel. Roasted, oaky berry fl avors 
are dark and spicy, while woodspice and resin fl a-
vors steer a rubbery feeling fi nish.   Puerto Viejo 
Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Viu Manent   2012   Gran Reserva   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Saucy plum 

and raspberry aromas are simple but enjoyable. 
This feels round but also choppy and tannic. Toasty 
berry fl avors are largely generic, while this tastes 
spicy and feels resiny on the fi nish.   Baystate Wine 
& Spirits . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      85   François Lurton   2013   Gran Aracauno   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Scattered 

aromas of black olive and stewed berry fruits lead to 
a heavy, awkward palate. This tastes strained, with 
burnt, leafy black-fruit fl avors and a soft , low-acid 
fi nish.   Atlas Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 35   

      85   Indomita   2014   Gran Reserva   Cabernet Sau-
vignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  This is an overtly 

oaky Cabernet with resiny, balsamic aromas that 
share space with baked black-fruit scents. The pal-
ate feels fl abby and fat, with modest tannic grip. 
Jammy blueberry and cassis fl avors end oaky, resiny 
and jammy.   Laird & Company . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 15   

      85   Luis Felipe Edwards   2014   Don Feli   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Central Valley ).  Sawdust and 

wild-berry aromas are loud on the nose. Flabby in 
feel, with a slight sense of rawness, this tastes of 
briar patch and wood, with candied plum and berry 
fruit. Rubbery tannins make for a rocky fi nish.   Pres-
tige Wine & Spirits Group . — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 12   

      85   Viña Casablanca   2013   Cefi ro Reserva   Caber-
net Sauvignon  ( Maipo Valley ).  Blackberry 

aromas lead to a round palate housing rubbery tan-
nins. Baked black-fruit fl avors are heavily oaked, 
and the fi nish is a bit hot and rough.   Carolina Wine 
Brands USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

CARMENÈRE

      90   Caliterra   2013   Tributo Single Vineyard   Car-
menère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Cool aromas of 

cola and dark fruits come with bold spice accents. 
Ripe and creamy in feel, with wild berry and pep-
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pery fl avors, this Carmenère from a cool vintage is 
on the money as it fi nishes with a strong oak base 
and related spice notes.   Seaview Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      90   François Lurton   2012   Hacienda Araucano 
Alka   Carmenère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  This 

is a very oaky, powerful wine, with minty aromas 
of shoe polish, blackened toast and herbs. It’s full 
and creamy on one hand, but bold and tannic on 
the other. Dark, medicinal black-fruit fl avors are 
followed by oak-driven mocha and buttery notes, 
while the fi nish tastes downright buttery at one 
moment, then dark, ripe and fruity the next. Drink 
through 2021.   Atlas Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      89   Arboleda   2013   Carmenère  ( Aconcagua Val-
ley ).  Peppery berry aromas show a balsamic 

nature. This feels fully oaked and resiny, while bold, 
fruity fl avors of ripe black grapes, plum and pep-
percorn fi nish with a wave of heavy oak and mint.  
 Thiénot USA . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Domaines Barons de Rothschild (Lafi te)  
 2013   Los Vascos Grande Reserve   Carmenère  

( Colchagua Valley ).  Aft er hard-edged, herbal aro-
mas mellow, spicy, earthy notes of blackberry rise 
up. This feels full and big-boned, with baked, toasty 
black-cherry fl avors that are so fully oaked that the 
fi nish turns bitter, with a bit of mocha.   Pasternak 
Wine Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Santa Carolina   2013   Reserva de Familia   Car-
menère  ( Rapel Valley ).  Ripe, dense black-

berry aromas are lightly herbal, soft  and inviting. 
This is full and a touch heavy in feel, with herbal 
cassis, blackberry, toast and spice fl avors that end 
with oak grain, additional herbal notes and spice 
accents. If you want to explore the world of Car-
menère, this is a good place to start.   Carolina Wine 
Brands USA . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Apaltagua   2013   Envero Gran Reserve   Car-
menère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Initially, this 

Carmenère smells green and minty, with a heavy 
herbal blast. Airing settles things down in front of 
a fresh palate with thorough body and build. Oak 
and salted-meat fl avors with black fruits fi nish 
woody, toasty and herbal.   Global Vineyard Import-
ers . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Casa Silva   2013   Los Lingues Vineyard   Carme-
nère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Highly herbal aro-

mas shadow black cherry, plum, oregano and beet 
scents. This feels plump and full, while the fl avor 
profi le is pure Carmenère—herbal, minty and pep-
pery as well as black-fruit driven. Heat, herbs and 
spice are draped on the fi nish of this love-it-or-
leave-it Chilean specialty.   Vine Connections . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Koyle   2013   Gran Reserva   Carmenère  ( Colcha-
gua Valley ).  This opens with herbal berry 

aromas that are textbook Carmenère, but with air-
ing a fl oral note comes in to accent black-cherry 
aromas. Toasty, herbal berry fl avors are fruity and 
solid, while this shows some bitterness on the fi n-
ish.   Quintessential Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 17   

      88   La Playa   2012   Axel   Carmenère  ( Colchagua 
Valley ).  Heavy berry aromas are slightly 

raisiny, indicating modest overripeness. A plump, 
soft  palate isn’t surprising, while loamy, jammy 
berry and plum fl avors are a bit herbal. A fi nish 
with jammy weight, spice and a recurrence of raisin 
marks the close.   Cabernet Corporation . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      87   Casas del Bosque   2013   Reserva   Carmenère  
( Rapel Valley ).  Smoky, rubbery aromas of 

plum and foresty berry fruits turn damp and earthy 
with airing. This feels wiry, with tomato, herbal 
plum and boysenberry fl avors. Barrel spice and 
toasty oak take over on the fi nish.   Southern Starz, 
Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 13   

      87   Concha y Toro   2013   Serie Riberas Gran Reser-
va Ribera del Cachapoal   Carmenère  ( Peumo ). 

 Sawdust and campfi re notes are the most promi-
nent aromas on this oaky Carmenère. Soft  tannins 
and racy acidity create an alert, snappy palate of 
plum and herbal berry fl avors. A note of bitterness 
darkens the fi nish.   Excelsior Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Santa Luz   2013   Gran Reserva Corte   Carme-
nère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Jammy, herbal 

black-fruit aromas open things in straightfor-
ward Carmenère fashion. This feels full and fairly 
fresh, with integrated acidity keeping the palate on 
course. Herbal berry fl avors show chocolaty oak in 
front of a spicy fi nish.   The Country Vintner-Craft  
and Estate . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      86   Santa Alicia   2013   Gran Reserva de Los Andes  
 Carmenère  ( Maipo Valley ).  Oaky aromas of 

sawdust vie with herbal, leafy notes on the nose of 
this Carmenère. Roasted black-plum fl avors fi nish 
with grabby, rubbery tannins.   Halby Marketing . 
— M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Viña Chocalan   2013   Selección   Carmenère  
( Maipo Valley ).  Earthy, leathery aromas 

are herbal and loaded with creamy oak. This feels 
solid but lacks complexity, while herbal, salty black-
fruit fl avors end short, with an herbal reprise and 
a hint of licorice on the fi nish.   Copa Fina Imports 
CA . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Viña Maipo   2013   Vitral Reserva   Carmenère  
( Chile ).  Gritty, charred, spicy aromas mus-

cle out black-fruit notes on a peppery bouquet. This 
feels acidic, while fl avors of berry fruits come with 
oaky notes of carob and mint. A chunky, resiny fi n-
ish closes this out.   Fetzer Vineyards . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   

MERLOT

      88   Alto Los Romeros   2013   Gran Reserva Tri-
umpheros   Merlot  ( Colchagua Valley ).  Toasty, 

roasted aromas of earthy plum and berry fruits set 
up a full-bodied but friendly palate of soft  tannins. 
Dark, oaky, minty fl avors of black fruits fi nish with 
peppery spice, good length and some heat.   Domaine 
Select Wine Estates . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Claro   2013   Justo   Merlot  ( Colchagua Valley ). 
 Ripe black-plum and black-cherry aromas 

lead the nose. This is full in body, with comfortable 
tannins. Blackberry and baked blueberry fl avors 
end with chocolaty, herbal notes and a coating of 
blackened toast.   American B.D . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Tres Palacios   2011   Cholqui   Merlot  ( Maipo 
Valley ).  Damp, earthy aromas are a bit 

murky and leafy. On the palate, this Merlot is high 
in acid and almost shearing. Back on the fl avor 
profi le, it’s salty, herbal and pruny. Lasting acidity 
on the fi nish keeps this lively; drink through 2017.  
 Skurnik Wines, Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      87   Santa Carolina   2014   Reserva   Merlot  ( Col-
chagua Valley ).  Aromas of tomato, plum and 

spice are fresh and medium in intensity. Flavors of 
plum, olive, spice and mild oak fi nish with toasty 
barrel notes and a spot of licorice.   Carolina Wine 
Brands USA .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11   

      87   Viña Casablanca   2014   Cefi ro Reserva   Merlot  
( Maipo Valley ).  Coff ee, herbal berry and a 

light whiff  of green herbs announce a solid, well-
built wine, with fl avors of olive, herbs, plum and 
blackberry. The fi nish is smooth, healthy, and a bit 
toasty.   Carolina Wine Brands USA .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Porta   2014   Reserva   Merlot  ( Maipo Valley ). 
 This opens with a strong sense of oak and 

sawdust, later giving way to herbal berry aromas. 
This feels plump and resiny, with slick oak. Flavors 
of wood resin and pepper are on equal footing with 
berry fl avors, while the fi nish shows moderate re-
sidual heat.   Siltstone Wines .  Best Buy  .  — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 11   

      86   Santa Alicia   2013   Gran Reserva   Merlot  
( Maipo Valley ).  This Merlot gets going with 

scratchy berry and plum aromas that come along-
side roasted overtones. Choppy and tannic on the 
palate, this is short on fl avors, with baked, loamy 
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berry notes leading to a lightly herbal, briny tasting 
fi nish.   Halby Marketing . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 15   

      85   Caliterra   2014   Reserva   Merlot  ( Colchagua 
Valley ).  Lightly herbal and scratchy on the 

nose, this somewhat sharp Merlot is linear and 
piercing, with bright, semitart fl avors of raspberry, 
cherry pie and herbs.   Seaview Imports .  Best Buy  .  
— M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 10   

      85   Concha y Toro   2013   Marques de Casa Concha  
 Merlot  ( Maule Valley ).  Wiry, scratchy blue-

berry and black-currant aromas come with an odd 
soapy perfume. This feels choppy, with outsized 
acidity and oak making their presence felt. Salty, 
briny plum fl avors are cutting, while the fi nish feels 
raw and astringent.   Excelsior Wines . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      85   Lomas del Valle   2013   Coastal Cool Climate 
Single Vineyard   Merlot  ( Casablanca Valley ). 

 Combine a cool year with cool-climate, single-vine-
yard origins and the result is this: olive, bell pep-
per and saucy tomato aromas, followed by a pointy, 
high-acid palate that’s jagged in feel. Snappy red-
plum and red-cherry fl avors end with acid-driven 
crispness.   W. Direct . — M.S.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

SYRAH

      93   Matetic   2011   Syrah  ( San Antonio ).  This dark, 
concentrated Syrah is Matetic’s signature 

wine, and this vintage is excellent. An opening salvo 
of spicy aromas is answered with more subtle for-
est-herb notes of mint and juniper. This is stout and 
muscular, with penetrating fl avors of black plum, 
graphite, mint and toast. Raw oak, a vanilla fl avor 
and crisp acidity drive the fi nish on this ageworthy 
Syrah. Drink through 2021.   Quintessential Wines . 
 Cellar Selection  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 86   

      93   Polkura   2012   Block g+i   Syrah  ( Marchigue ). 
 This block-selection Syrah is a kissing cous-

in of Polkura’s more basic yet excellent Syrah from 
Marchigue in western Colchagua. It shows plenty of 
oak, vanilla and black-fruit ripeness, but on the pal-
ate it’s nicely balanced and runs a mile deep. Toasty, 
smoky blackberry fl avors end with mocha notes and 
oomph. Drink through 2019.   Craveiro Importers . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      91   Polkura   2012   Syrah  ( Marchigue ).  This lush, 
ripe Syrah has its precision points across the 

bouquet—namely graphite, mint and pure black-
fruit scents. On the palate, this blends juicy live-
liness with layered richness. Flavors of blackberry, 
dark plum, chocolate, mixed spices and fresh herbs 
add up to one yummy, well-oaked, balanced wine. 

Drink through 2018.   Craveiro Importers .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      91   Valle Secreto   2012   First Edition   Syrah  
( Cachapoal Valley ).  For full review see page 

164.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Lagar de Bezana   2013   Edición Limitada 
  Syrah  ( Cachapoal Valley ).  Dense, smoky 

aromas of well-toasted oak are lactic on impact, 
with blackberry and cassis scents in support. This 
is woody, resiny and tannic on the palate, which 
makes it rough now but bodes well for down the 
line. Charred, toasty oak and herbal blackberry fl a-
vors fi nish minty, with a speck of creosote. Drink 
through 2020.   Vino Del Sol .  Cellar Selection  .  
— M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 33   

      90   MontGras   2012   Antu   Syrah  ( Colchagua Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 167.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Arboleda   2013   Syrah  ( Aconcagua Valley ). 
 Lush, ripe, almost heavy aromas of black-

berry are framed with graphite and oak-based 
coconut scents. Pinchy tannins create a narrow 
mouthfeel, while baked plum fl avors are spicy and 
end with peppery notes and moderate heat.   Thiénot 
USA . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Caliterra   2013   Tributo Single Vineyard   Syrah  
( Colchagua Valley ).  Aromas of eucalyptus, 

juniper, green tobacco and spicy blackberry deliver 
a fl oral note in front of a big, blocky palate. Dark, 
roasted fl avors of herbal black fruits show a streak 
of cutting acidity, while spicy, peppery notes drive 
the fi nish.   Seaview Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      84   Chono   2012   Single Vineyard   Syrah  ( Limarí 
Valley ).  Stalky, murky aromas of rustic red-

berry fruits are strained. This is both tannic and 
soupy in feel, while stalky, leathery fl avors bring 
tomato and herbal tones to the fi nish.   Grassroots 
Wine Wholesalers, LLC . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 13   

      84   Kenos   2013   Reserve   Syrah  ( Curicó Valley ). 
 Raspberry aromas come with olive-like ac-

cents. This feels wiry and pinched, while the combi-
nation of snappy, sharp acidity and heavy oak clash, 
creating short red-plum fl avors. On the fi nish, this 
fl attens out and lacks length.   The Triton Collection . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13.4%  Price: $ 12   

PINOT NOIR

      89   Concha y Toro   2014   Marques de Casa Concha  
 Pinot Noir  ( Limarí Valley ).  Red and dense in 

color, with plum and raspberry aromas supported 
by a strong scent of barrel char, this is a generous, 
plump Pinot showing a mix of plum, berry and herb-
al fl avors. A long-lasting, oaky fi nish concludes this 
oak-rich, fuller-bodied off ering.   Excelsior Wines . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Errazuriz   2013   Max Reserva   Pinot Noir  ( Acon-
cagua Valley ).  Leather, cherry, plum and as-

phalt aromas are rustic but solid. This coastal Pinot 
is racy on the palate, with good overall balance. Fla-
vors of tomato, stewed plum, cola and pepper fi nish 
with a touch of sea brine and tomato sauce.   Vintus 
LLC . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Sierra Batuco   2013   Reserva Estate Bottled  
 Pinot Noir  ( Maule Valley ).  For full review 

see page 172.     Best Buy  .  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 12   

      88   William Fèvre   2013   Espino   Pinot Noir  ( Maipo 
Valley ).  Despite opening with saucy, earthy, 

gaseous aromas, this mountain-vineyard Pinot de-
livers textural balance and modest acidity in sup-
port of peppery, toasty, spicy fl avors of dried cher-
ry, tomato and earth. A mildly spicy, round fi nish 
provides for a good ending.   Copa Fina Imports CA . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13.6%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Arboleda   2014   Pinot Noir  ( Aconcagua Costa ). 
 Briny aromas of tomato are low on fruit and 

and instead show more oak tones. This feels round, 
saucy and resiny, while the fl avor profi le is built 
around oak, briny red fruits, tomato and spice. A 
solid-feeling fi nish is modest in terms of fl avors.  
 Thiénot USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Chilcas   2013   Single Vineyard   Pinot Noir  ( Cas-
ablanca Valley ).  Punchy out of the chute, 

this smells mostly of dry herbs and spiced plum. 
It’s fresh on the palate, with good body and mod-
est depth. Juicy plum and red-currant fl avors fi nish 
lightly oaked, with peppery spice and acidic tang.  
 Old Bridge Cellars . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 19   

      87   Seraphim   2014   Pinot Noir  ( Central Valley ). 
 Dry, fresh aromas of cherry and red plum 

create a direct bouquet. Crisp, almost biting acidity 
makes for a long-lasting, hard-driving juicy mouth-
feel with fl avors of briny, snappy plum and red cur-
rant.   Wine Trees . — M.S.  
abv:  13.2%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Casas del Bosque   2013   Reserva   Pinot Noir  
( Casablanca Valley ).  Loud, briny raspberry 

aromas are not shy and come with a note of latex. 
This is wide and blocky in feel, with heavy, baked 
fl avors of raspberry and stewed plum. Oak spice and 
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mild peppery bitterness on the fi nish are ponder-
ous.   Southern Starz, Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 15   

      86   François Lurton   2013   Humo Blanco Gran Cu-
vée   Pinot Noir  ( Lolol Valley ).  Humo Blanco 

means “white smoke,” and the name applies to the 
daily morning fog that spreads over the Lolol area 
where this comes from. Leathery, earthy aromas of 
cherry and plum are ripe, while the palate is tannic 
and rubbery. Earthy cherry and plum fl avors fi nish 
lasting and potent.   Winesellers, Ltd . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      86   Kalfu   2013   Kuda   Pinot Noir  ( Leyda Valley ). 
 Rosy in color, with gritty, earthy aromas of 

dried red fruits and horse, this coastal Pinot is lean, 
tangy and citric in the mouth. Pie cherry, tomato 
and oregano fl avors fi nish zippy, short and with a 
tomato sauce aft ertaste.   Aviva Vino . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      86   Millaman   2014   Estate Reserve   Pinot Noir  
( Leyda Valley ).  Briny cherry and red-cur-

rant aromas are light. This feels sharp on the palate, 
with fresh fl avors of red plum, tomato and a salty 
hint.   Niche Import Company . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Morandé   2014   Gran Reserva   Pinot Noir  
( Casablanca Valley ).  Dry, leathery aromas 

precede a grabby but fresh palate. Tomato and plum 
fl avors are in the lead, with herbal, soupy notes 
running close behind. Similar to the primary at-
tack, this fi nishes herbal and briny but solid in feel.  
 Grupo Belen USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

      86   Terrapura   2014   Pinot Noir  ( Aconcagua Val-
ley ).  For full review see page 173.   Best Buy  .  

abv:  14%  Price: $ 11   

      86   Ventisquero   2013   Grey Glacier   Pinot Noir  
( Leyda Valley ).  Aromas of earth, tomato 

paste, Heinz ketchup and dust are saucy. This is 
drawing and tomatoey, with aggressive, saucy fl a-
vors of plum and cherry.   San Francisco Wine Ex-
change . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      85   Morandé   2014   Reserva   Pinot Noir  ( Casablan-
ca Valley ).  Latex and spice aromas accent 

raw red-fruit scents of plum and currant. This feels 
citric, tangy and lean, with dry, spicy, lightly oaked 
red-plum and cherry pie fl avors. Medicinal notes, 
racy red-fruit fl avors and a hint of woodspice pace 
the fi nish.   Grupo Belen USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 14   

      85   Quintay   2014   Clava Reserve   Pinot Noir  ( Cas-
ablanca Valley ).  Meaty plum and Band-Aid 

aromas are less than exact but not bad or false for 
Pinot Noir. This feels a bit thick and gummy, while 

dense, spicy plum fl avors fi nish mildly bitter as this 
winds its way down.   Regal Wine Imports Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 15   

      85   Vistamar   2014   Reserva Sepia   Pinot Noir  
( Casablanca Valley ).  With saucy, herbal, 

briny aromas and a short, limited but fresh palate, 
this qualifi es as a light, cool-climate Pinot Noir. 
Salty, briny red-plum fl avors fi nish with citric tang 
and a note of sea foam.   Grupo Belen USA . — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 12   

      84   La Playa   2014   Block Selection Tinga Reserve  
 Pinot Noir  ( Limarí Valley ).  Rubbery cherry 

aromas show a mushroom note. This is acidic, with 
grabby oak-based tannins. Dry, spicy, woody fl a-
vors of tea and black plum hollow out on the fi nish, 
which tastes a bit raisiny.   Cabernet Corporation . 
— M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 12   

RED BLENDS

      93   VIK   2011   Red  ( Cachapoal Valley ).  This is 
a new wine playing at Chile’s high-priced, 

icon level. Fresh yet oaky on the nose, with aromas 
of herbs and char, this is layered, pure and smooth 
on the palate. Spice, oak and chocolate mix with 
berry and plum fl avors, while the dry, long, oaky 
fi nish is on the money. Drink this well-craft ed Cab-
ernet blend through 2022.   MHW, Ltd . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 140   

      92   Lagar de Bezana   2013   Aluvion Ensamblaje  
  ( Cachapoal Valley ).  Aromas of shaved bal-

sam wood, aged cheese and spice accent berry tones 
on a nose that’s far from blowsy. In the mouth, this 
blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Petit Verdot 
and Carmenère is ripe, rich and a touch soft . Heady, 
toasted dark-fruit fl avors of blackberry and plum 
fi nish spicy and ripe. Drink through 2019.   Vino Del 
Sol .  Editors’ Choice  .  — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 26   

      92   Valle Secreto   2012   Private   Syrah-Cabernet 
Sauvignon-Carmenere ( Cachapoal Valley ). 

 For full review see page 159.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 36   

      91   Caliterra   2012   Edicion Limitada A    ( Colchagua 
Valley ).  Concentrated berry and cassis aro-

mas are lush yet spicy, and come with notes of olive 
and tobacco. The palate on this blend of Carmenère 
and Malbec is a touch narrow in feel, but it’s not at 
all thin. Flavors of ripe cherry and cassis refl ect a 
hot vintage, while a mellow fi nish of medicinal ber-
ry fl avors confi rms the wine’s ripe character. Drink 
through 2018.   Seaview Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      91   Caliterra   2011   Cenit    ( Colchagua Valley ).  Ripe 
blackberry, cassis, graphite and pencil wood 

aromas come with a fl oral note. This feels full and 
potent, with oaky, lightly salty fl avors of earthy 

berry and plum. On the fi nish, a woody reprise en-
tails vanilla and chocolate fl avors. Drink this full-
bodied Cabernet-led blend through 2020.   Seaview 
Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 80   

      90   Anakena   2012   Ona Special Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon-Syrah-Carmenère    ( Cachapoal 

Valley ).  Aromas of licorice, nutmeg and blackberry 
come with herbal, leafy notes. This feels plump, 
with integrated acidity and a good texture. Notes of 
toast and pepper give complexity to core plum and 
olive fl avors, which are backed by an herbal, toasty 
fi nish that sports some heat. Drink through 2018.  
 Evaton, Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      90   François Lurton   2012   Hacienda Araucano 
Clos de Lolol    ( Lolol Valley ).  Initially, this 

seems hard and piercing on the nose. The tight pal-
ate with scratchy tannins is home to ripe, medicinal 
fl avors of berry fruits, burnt toast and black coff ee. 
A minty, oaky fi nish is the close on this blend of 
Syrah, Carmenère, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cab-
ernet Franc. Drink through 2018.   Atlas Imports . 
— M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      90   MontGras   2013   Antu   Cabernet Sauvignon-
Carmenère  ( Colchagua Valley ).  For full re-

view see page 167.    
abv:  14%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Santa Alicia   2013   Millantu    ( Maipo Valley ). 
 Aromas of spice and asphalt lend crispness 

to core blackberry scents. This blend of the three 
C’s—Carmenère, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet 
Franc—is jammy in feel, with soft , easy tannins. 
Raspberry, plum, cinnamon and cocoa fl avors fi nish 
mild except for a touch of heat. Drink now through 
2018.   Halby Marketing . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Viña el Principal   2013   Calicanto    ( Maipo Val-
ley ).  Fleshy berry aromas are lush, inviting 

and surrounded by notes of shoe polish and violet 
petal. This is a Cabernet Sauvignon-led multigrape 
blend that’s chunky on the palate. Bombastic plum, 
cherry and wild-berry fl avors fi nish wide, with pat-
ented Chilean notes of olive and spicy oak. Drink 
through 2020.   Regal Wine Imports Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Caliboro Estate   2010   Erasmo    ( Maule Val-
ley ).  Earthy, smoky berry and cherry aro-

mas are distinctly leathery and lightly herbal. This 
feels tight and bold, with cutting acidity. Flavors 
of toasty oak, herbal plum and black peppercorn 
fi nish long, due to blazing residual acidity. In fact, 
this is a sharp rendition of Erasmo that’s not likely 
to get any more friendly than it currently is. Drink 
through 2025.   Palm Bay International . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   
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      89   Emiliana   2012   Coyam    ( Colchagua Valley ). 
 This six-grape blend with large amounts of 

Syrah and Carmenère smells fruity and jumpy, like 
wet dog fur and candied berry and cherry. The pal-
ate is solid, tannic and rubbery, with dark, exotic, 
off beat fl avors of herbal plum, blackberry and cas-
sis. A toasty fi nish is solid in feel and gets a boost 
from residual acidity. Drink through 2020.   Banfi  
Vintners . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 34   

      89   Garcia Schwaderer   2012   Bravado    ( Itata Val-
ley ).  Deep purple in color, this Itata Valley 

blend of Carignan, Syrah and Garnacha is concen-
trated, cool and rubbery smelling, with underlying 
cassis and blackberry aromas. High acidity yields a 
scratchy mouthfeel, while fl avors of lactic oak and 
saucy black plum fi nish short and choppy, with un-
absorbed tartaric acidity. Drink through 2018.   Vine 
Connections . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Indomita   2013   Zardoz   Cabernet Sauvignon-
Carmenère  ( Maipo Valley ).  Foresty berry 

and plum aromas turn more stalky as this breathes. 
Dense, chewy and a bit heavy, with rubbery tannins, 
this Cabernet-Carmenère blend tastes of stewed 
plum, spiced berry and fi g. A mellow, herbal fi nish 
with mild acidity is full in body and fl avor. Drink 
through 2018.   Laird & Company . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Las Casas de Vacquería   2012   Sucesor    ( Maule 
Valley ).  Herbal, spicy tomato and red-berry 

aromas come with oak-based coff ee notes. This feels 
full, saucy, fresh and largely complete. The blend is 
Carignan, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc, 
with the wine’s aromas translating to fl avors of 
stalky berry and coff ee. Spice notes and dry tannins 
push the fi nish. Drink through 2019.   Broadview Im-
ports . — M.S.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Mancura   2012   Gran Reserva    ( Maipo Valley ). 
 Warm, leathery cherry and plum aromas are 

ripe and rugged. This blend of Petit Verdot, Carme-
nère and Cabernet Sauvignon feels choppy but bold 
due to fi rm acidity. Prickly, oaky fl avors of mixed 
berries and green herbs end on a note of mild heat.  
 Casa Vino . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Palo Alto   2013   Winemaker’s Selection  
  ( Maule Valley ).  Ripe, earthy plum and 

prune aromas come with complex notes of graph-
ite, vanilla and marzipan. This feels solid and lift ed, 
with lightly charred blackberry and cassis fl avors. 
A heady fi nish with mild heat and burn closes the 
show. this is 95% Cabernet Sauvignon with drops 
of Shiraz and Merlot.   Fetzer Vineyards . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Mancura   2012   Gran Reserva    ( Casablanca Val-
ley ).  Herbal, briary raspberry and plum aro-

mas come with a green hint of eucalyptus as well as 

leather. This Syrah-led blend is grabby and showing 
tannic grip. Flavors of briny red fruits, herbal notes 
and olive end with roasted overtones and rubbery 
tannins.   Casa Vino . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 16   

      87   Vistamar   2011   Enki    ( Central Valley ).  This 
blend of Carmenère and Carignan opens 

with very woody, resiny aromas as well as black-
fruit depth to support all that oak. An austere, oaky, 
acidic palate is drawing, while toasty, herbal, roast-
ed berry fl avors are resiny and salty tasting prior to 
an all-wood fi nish.   Grupo Belen USA . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      86   Caliterra   2012   Edicion Limitada M    ( Colcha-
gua Valley ).  An opening blast of juniper and 

eucalyptus is pryazinic, and the palate is also tough 
due to narrow, pinching tannins. And while there’s 
a strong herbal component to the fl avor profi le, 
black plum and blueberry notes spur a quick rally 
that fi zzles on a mildly green fi nish. This is Sryah, 
Carignan and Pinot Grigio.   Seaview Imports . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      86   Chono   2012   Entre Cordilleras Dalca Series  
  ( Cauquenes Valley ).  While this is piercing, 

aggressive and herbal on the nose, there’s enough 
rustic authenticity, licorice and cherry character to 
push it along. A raw palate off ers oak-based fl avors 
of vanilla and coconut but also tart plum and cur-
rant. A wiry, shearing fi nish tastes oaky and feels 
hard.   Grassroots Wine Wholesalers, LLC . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Discreto   2012   Gran Reserva    ( Sagrada Famil-
ia ).  Spicy, dry aromas of tobacco, campfi re, 

herbs and berry fruits lead to a raw, oaky palate of 
plum, cassis and woody, lemony fl avors. A middle-
of-the-road fi nish with heat tastes like what came 
before it. The blend is 85% Cabernet Sauvignon 
with Cab Franc and Petit Verdot.   CW Imports . 
— M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 14   

      86   Valle Secreto   2014   Key   Cabernet Sauvignon-
Carmenère  ( Cachapoal Valley ).  The nose of 

this wine brings leather and oak to the front. This 
feels narrow and choppy, but the fl avors are fairly 
creamy and lactic, with generic cassis and plum 
notes popping up. A mild tasting, smooth-textured 
fi nish is like the rest of the wine.   Wine Trees . — M.S.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 17   

      86   Viña San Vicente   2011   Viento Terral    ( Maule 
Valley ).  Pinched aromas of leather, tomato 

and Mexican chile are low on fruit. This Bordeaux-
style red blend is chewy and dense, with full tan-
nins. Rubbery, herbal black-fruit fl avors are gritty, 
while the fi nish is minty and exceedingly herbal and 
leafy, with a compost note.   TasteVino Selections . 
— M.S.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      85   Balduzzi   2010   B    ( Maule Valley ).  This Caber-
net Sauvignon-Carmenère blend is a green 

machine with a pyrazine-led explosion of green 
bean and bell pepper aromas. Robust and grabby 
on the palate, this tastes heavily of herbal plum and 
canned green bean, while a minty fi nish includes 
fl avors of olive and bitterness. This feels right but 
smells and tastes extremely green.   Vintage Wines 
Inc . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 39   

      85   Lomas del Valle   2012   Quinteto Coastal Cool 
Climate    ( Casablanca Valley ).  Quinteto is a 

Cabernet Franc-led blend of fi ve grapes, including 
Syrah, Merlot, Malbec and Pinot Noir. It opens with 
scratchy raspberry and herbal aromas that turn 
murkier with time. Briny fl avors of olive and herbal 
plum carry onto the fi nish.   W. Direct . — M.S.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 16   

NEW ZEALAND
PINOT GRIS/GRIGIO

      89   Astrolabe   2014   Province   Pinot Gris  ( Marlbor-
ough ).  For full review see page 169.  

abv:  13%  Price: $ 23   

      89   Seifried   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Nelson ).  Off -dry in 
style (it reportedly contains 12 g/L of resid-

ual sugar), this is fairly broad on the palate, off ering 
a mélange of ripe melon and stone fruit accented by 
hints of ground ginger, cinnamon and pepper on the 
fi nish.   Pacifi c Prime Wines . — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Brancott   2014   Pinot Grigio  ( Marlborough ). 
 The wine is almost salmon in hue, but don’t 

let that put you off . Layers of ground cinnamon help 
provide balance to the broad, ripe fl avors of melon, 
pear and stone fruit.   Pernod Ricard . — J.C.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 14   

      88   Kim Crawford   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Marlbor-
ough ).  This is round and mouthfi lling with-

out being fat or blowsy, fi nishing fairly crisp and 
dry. Along the way, hints of apple and citrus alter-
nate with almond skin and cinnamon, providing a 
delicate balance of fruity and savory.   Constellation 
Brands, Inc . — J.C.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Seifried   2014   Old Coach Road   Pinot Gris  
( Nelson ).  Pear, peach and cinnamon notes 

all mingle easily on the nose of this medium-bod-
ied, barely pink-tinged wine. On the palate, the fruit 
takes charge, leaving it easy to drink alone, or with 
simple fi sh or chicken dishes.   Pacifi c Prime Wines . 
— J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 16   

      87   Lake Chalice   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Marlborough ). 
 This medium-bodied wine off ers some of Pi-

not Gris’ peppery spice, just enough to enliven the 
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pear and citrus fruit elements. Hints of wet stone 
add complexity to the aromas, while the spice lin-
gers on the fi nish.   Pacifi c Prime Wines . — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Yealands   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Marlborough ). 
 This is a very drinkable, plump wine proba-

bly best served as an apéritif. Hints of pear and hon-
ey mark the nose, while the palate blends in hints 
of allspice, cinnamon and clove. It tastes slightly off  
dry, but fi nishes with zesty acids that off er plenty of 
refreshment.   Palm Bay International . — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 16   

      85   Brancott   2014   Flight Song   Pinot Grigio  ( Marl-
borough ).  This low-alcohol off ering exhib-

its less weight and richness as a result. Still, it’s a 
pleasant, lean white that relies on lemony fl avors to 
provide crisp refreshment.   Pernod Ricard . — J.C.  
abv:  9%  Price: $ 16   

RIESLING

      90   Framingham   2013   Classic   Riesling  ( Marlbor-
ough ).  Framingham is one of New Zealand’s 

top Riesling producers, so it’s good to see this bot-
tling again here in the States. It opens with hints of 
wet stone and moss, then proves more generous on 
the palate, adding notes of apple, citrus and honey. 
For a wine that’s described as “off  dry,” it tastes 
pretty dry on the lingering fi nish.   Evaton, Inc .  Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — J.C.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Two Paddocks   2014   Red Bank Vineyard   Ries-
ling  ( Central Otago ).  Despite being labeled 

at 13% alcohol, this comes across as reasonably 
light in weight. Pleasantly dry in fl avor, it boasts 
hints of citrus and wet stone. A silky feel marks the 
long, crisp fi nish.   Negociants USA, Inc . — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 34   

      88   Millton   2013   Opou Vineyard   Riesling  ( Gis-
borne ).  The warm climate of Gisborne, on 

New Zealand’s North Island, isn’t known for its 
Riesling, but this is a solid eff ort, as long as sweet-
ness isn’t an issue. Pineapple, peach and citrus fl a-
vors carry a hint of wet stone and deliver plenty of 
sugar (a reported 40 g/L), making it a strong can-
didate to pair with spicy Asian dishes.   Verity Wine 
Partners . — J.C.  
abv:  9.5%  Price: $ 30   

      88   Seifried   2014   Riesling  ( Nelson ).  Seyfried al-
ways seems to do well with aromatic variet-

ies, perhaps because of the family’s Germanic roots. 
This Riesling includes a hint of honey on the nose, 
plus melon and pear fruit and a lingering hint of gin-
gery spice on the fi nish.   Pacifi c Prime Wines . — J.C.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 18   

SAUVIGNON BLANC

      89   Massimo   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Marlbor-
ough ).  This is favorably marked by hints of 

stuck fl int and bold, herbal fl ourishes on the nose, 
then settles down to deliver stone fruit and citrus 
on the palate. For the price, it’s surprisingly long on 
the fi nish.   DFV Wines .  Best Buy  .  — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 13   

      87   13 Celsius   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Marlbor-
ough ).  This medium-bodied wine hits all the 

requisite Sauvignon Blanc marks. Herbal? Check. 
Passion fruit? Check. Crisp, mouthwatering fi nish? 
Check. It’s a reasonably good value, especially if you 
can fi nd it discounted.   The Wine Group . — J.C.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Greyrock   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Marlbor-
ough ).  This is a simply, citrusy Sauvignon 

Blanc that fi nishes clean and refreshing. It’s me-
dium in weight, with bold, food-friendly fl avors of 
white grapefruit.   Prestige Wine & Spirits Group . 
— J.C.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 15   

      85   Lobster Reef   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Marl-
borough ).  This lightweight wine combines 

herbal notes reminiscent of tomato and celery 
leaves with hints of white grapefruit. Finishes just 
a bit short, with vaguely peppery notes.   USA Wine 
West . — J.C.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 12   

      85   Stonecrop   2014   Sauvignon Blanc  ( Martin-
borough ).  A respectable eff ort, this off ers 

attractive aromas of fi g, melon and nectarine, but 
doesn’t follow through with much intensity on the 
palate. It’s light to medium in body, with hints of 
citrus pith and a bit of bitterness on the fi nish.   Fruit 
of the Vines, Inc . — J.C.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

ALSACE
RIESLING

      94   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Clos Mathis   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Subtle but luscious notes of Mira-

belle plum, ripe greengage and peach lend a seduc-
tive touch to this taut, structured and beautifully 
textured wine whose palate is reminiscent of bot 
fresh apple peel and grapefruit zest. Covers of fruit 
are tautly spread across spokes of acidity, creating 
a wonderful tension that keeps you wanting more. 
Authentic in its appeal, it’s delicious now but will 
drink well until at least 2025.   Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 47   

      94   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Fronholz   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Lemon-scented Mirabelle notes 

hover on the nose and turn into fully fl edged, ripe 

plum on the palate where the seam of fresh, enliven-
ing and brightening acidity sets a lively theme. The 
body is light, the fi nish is dry and the overall im-
pression is one of light-footed playfulness and ease. 
You might almost forget to notice the more tex-
tured, structured core which underlies all this and 
will allow it to age beautifully. Drink now through 
2025.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 48   

      94   Domaine Weinbach   2014   Cuvée Colette   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Citrus blossom is evoked on 

the nose, aromatic mandarin peel and the dark, 
crushed foliage of citrus, too. On the palate there is 
a purity that is both mellow and taut, generous and 
restrained. The body is slender and willowy, while 
breezes of herbs and citrus come and go. Do not 
smother this dry, delicate veil of Riesling with big 
food. Choose light, delicate fare and this will simply 
sing.   Vineyard Brands . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 45   

      94   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Clos Winds-
buhl   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Tender notes of 

citrus appear at fi rst through a veil of yeast. Their 
zestiness then fi lls out with subtle, earthy spice. On 
the light, dry palate, the true subtlety hits: waft s of 
lemon, aromatic wild thyme, Seville orange zest, 
fresh apple peel and wet stone. The delicacy of the 
concentrated body is astonishing, with a central 
vein of lemony freshness that provides a focal point. 
So subtle, so layered and alive: with every new 
sip new nuances occur.   Kobrand .  Editors’ Choice  .  
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 80   

      93   Boeckel   2014   Brandluft    Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 Subdued, riper fruit has not yet come to the 

surface. Notions of Bramley apple are evoked on the 
nose; on the palate they show as the more rounded 
fl avor of baked Bramley. Hovering above it all is 
grated lemon zest, pulling fruit, texture and fresh-
ness tautly together in a dry, fresh yet mellow fi nish. 
The more you taste, the more the still-underlying 
fruit yearns to rise to the surface. Best to give this 
some time so it can show its true, exciting colours.  
 WineWise . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      93   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Heissenberg   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Spice-edged, rounded notes 

of ripe Mirabelle with playful, teasing topnotes of 
peach beckon from the glass. This aromatic, fruit-
ful charm also fi lls the palate where a bright core of 
lemon freshness provides verve and structure that 
also suggests stones and rock. Purity and clarity lets 
those peachy notes dance all the more. It has an ex-
quisite, joyful, light touch with a dry fi nish.   Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Domaine Weinbach   2014   Cuvée Théo   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Feathery, lift ed notes of citrus, 

lemon zest and leaf announce a lightness of touch. 
Some topnotes of chamomile tisane swing along-
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side. The palate is fresh, taut, dry and light-footed. 
Deeper notions of fruit are still just hinted at, a core 
of fruit that still takes time before it is unlocked. 
Purity and elegance mark this one out.   Vineyard 
Brands . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 36   

      93   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Calcaire  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  A fl inty nose of citrus pu-

rity hints that this still requires bottle age, but all 
the elements of a great wine are present. It off ers 
a bundled concentration of fl avor and fruit, and a 
straight backbone of acidity pervades everything 
with a sense of purity. Right now, fresh citrus notes 
of lemon pith, peel and fl esh dominate aromatically, 
but this will blossom. There are already inklings of 
honey and orange in the background but only time 
will reveal what cabinet of wonders is hidden here. 
Drink 2017–2025.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Trimbach   2012   Réserve   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  For 
full review see page 156.    

abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Boeckel   2014   Clos Eugénie   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 While the nose is subdued, the palate brings 

out yellow apple peel and rounded, mellow spice, 
spiked with pure lemony freshness. Tingling pep-
periness around the edges makes this pure apple-
lemon combo so moreish. This is authentic, pure 
and has a lasting, clean fi nish.   WineWise . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 45   

      92   Boeckel   2013   Brandluft  Vieilles Vignes   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Yellow plum, sweet apple 

and juicy pear form an appetizing, aromatic trin-
ity. Those apple fl avors, some of them fresh, some 
bruised, some baked, become the central theme of 
the lemon-focused palate. With some time, honeyed 
notes come to the fore and suggest that many things 
still lie hidden in this fruit-laden Riesling. The fi n-
ish is dry, the entire wine is focused and still taut. 
It’s delicious now but will reward cellaring.Drink 
2015–2025.   Misa Imports . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Domaine Barmès-Buecher   2013   Clos Sand  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  The smell of ripe yellow 

plum and the thick, waxy peel of Bramley apples 
sets the aromatic tone on nose and palate. There is 
richness here, and ample, rounded fruit, while the 
palate stays dry and is brightened in its broadness 
by pleasantly tart, clear lemon acidity. Echoes of 
spice and lemons linger long.   Petit Pois . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 40   

      92   Domaine Barmès-Buecher   2013   Leimental  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  There is a distinct pheno-

lic edge on this earthy, lemon-dominated and taut 
Riesling. Fruit—apart from citrus—is subsumed 
into an earthy, tense and concentrated palate. This 
needs more time to relax into itself and should blos-

som with more bottle age. Drink 2017–2020.   Petit 
Pois . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 35   

      92   Domaine Barmès-Buecher   2013   Rosenberg  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Ripe Williams pear with 

grapefruit overtones segues into a creamy, almost 
buttery rounded palate that nonetheless has the 
tautness and verve of pure citrus zest. There are 
mellower tones here, too, of wet earth, pear juice 
and balm. This shows impressive elegance, length 
and personality. Drink now until 2025.   Petit Pois . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Terroir 
d’Alsace   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Flinty overtones 

of yeast reveal how very young this wine is. The 
verve that springs from the glass is undeniable. 
While the focus is on grapefruit and lemon zest in 
a tightly pulled focus, there are glimpses of honey-
comb, popcorn, treacle, pollen and hints of tropical-
ity, with a touch of pineapple. Hold this wine for 
a while longer and it will unfold itself graciously. 
Drink 2016–2020.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 30   

      92   Henri Schoenheitz   2013   Herrenreben   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Tender notes of ripe, juicy pear 

with more golden infl ections of ripe yellow plum 
and peach on nose and palate close into a central 
seam of bright, sprightly and immensely toning 
acidity. Lightness, concentration and lip-smacking 
freshness are framed by rounded fruit. Structure 
and grace signal ageing potential. The fi nish is won-
derfully dry and full of verve.   Crystalline Wines . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      92   Maurice Schoech & Fils   2013   Sonnenberg  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  The slightly more evolved 

nose that eff ortlessly fuses crushed chamomile leaf 
and lemon zest also hints at dark fi r honey. It glides 
seamlessly into a fast-fl owing, straight channel of 
acidity. There is movement and poise in this virtual 
journey into freshness and aroma. It is the lemon 
that lasts longest on the palate, which is dry and of 
exquisite purity.   Rosenthal Wine Merchants . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 28   

      92   René Muré   2014   Signature   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 Heady notes of peony and carnation enter 

into the citrus equation of this dry, focused Ries-
ling. Wet stone and lemon zest seem like markers on 
a road that leads to endless refreshment. This is de-
licious now, and beautifully dry, but it certainly has 
the stuffi  ng to mature.   Gargouille Collection . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 23   

      92   René Muré   2013   Côte de Rouffach   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Taut citrus, cleansing lemon and 

brisk grapefruit show an uncompromsing, dry Ries-
ling that majors in tense citrus and wet-stone fl a-
vors. There is a linearity and a very alluring purity 
that deserves to develop further. This is lovely and 

briskly refreshing now, but time in bottle will bring 
out more earthy, stony complexity. Drink 2017–
2025.   Gargouille Collection . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 32   

      91   Boeckel   2014   Réserve   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  The 
fruity treasures still tightly held within the 

core of this stony Riesling are just hinted at—but 
spiced apple and layers of tangy citrus are defi nitely 
present. There is a lightness of touch, lovely dryness 
and slender elegance. With a little time in the glass 
those fl avors unfold. Pay attention and enjoy.   Misa 
Imports . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 21   

      91   Domaine Bott-Geyl   2012   Grafenreben   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Spicy edges and hints of heady 

white lily on the nose are bedded in soft , lemony 
freshness on the palate where a savory, salty note 
appears. There is concentration and purity, lip-
smacking freshness but also glimpses of riper stone 
fruit. Lots is happening here; this is alive and prob-
ably still too young. Drink 2016–2020.   Roanoke 
Valley Wine Company . — A.K.  
abv:  13.3%  Price: $ 20   

      91   Domaine Ehrhart   2013   Vieilles Vignes   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Wonderfully pure notes of manda-

rin and tart apple on the nose are joined by richer 
hints of burnt sugar, candied orange and honey. 
These are shot through with arrows of clean, fresh 
and pure lemon acidity that highlight the richer, 
honeyed notes, and also make this wine fi nish dry. 
It’s full of life and joy.   Robert Kacher Selections . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      91   Domaine Fernand Engel   2013   Cuvée Engel  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Mellow Golden Delicious 

fruit is tempered by bright, lemony acidity that 
shines a light on more subtle notes of orange fl esh 
and tangerine. The mouthfeel and the lingering edg-
es are shot through with an almost textural zesti-
ness. This is lovely, fruit-driven, bright and dry.  
 Grape Expectations (CA) . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Henri Schoenheitz   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 Soft  and tenderly fragrant fruit hovers above 

a palate dominated by Golden Delicious apple fl a-
vors and an almost soy-like, savory edge that makes 
you want to drink more. A seam of lemony fresh-
ness brightens up everything and lasts well aft er the 
last sip. This is a truly lovely, understated Riesling.  
 Crystalline Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 17   

      91   Paul Blanck   2014   Rosenbourg   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Taut and zesty, lip-smacking and dry: 

this Riesling is a successful combination of grape-
fruit and lemon, of zest and fl esh. The dry fi nish 
makes the lemony qualities of this dry wine even 
more appealing. Serve this on a hot day.   Skurnik 
Wines, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 27   
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      91   Trimbach   2013   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  While this 
has a tight corset of freshness and structure, 

expressive notes of peach show their exuberance. 
The palate again reveals tautness, shot through 
with lemon purity while the peach delightfully plays 
around them.   Esprit du Vin . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Allimant-Laugner   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 The zest of grapefuit, lemon and the crunch 

of Granny Smith apples heralds a bright, fruity and 
superrefreshing wine. Midpalate texture encloses 
the fresh acidity beautifully and has ample liveli-
ness and a dry fi nish.   Vigneron Imports . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      90   Boeckel   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  The lift ed, 
lemony scent promises purity and poise, 

while the palate delivers what nature provided: 
pure, crunchy fruit and the fl avor of stone. This is 
dry and clean-cut in its traditional style, with po-
tential to develop.   WineWise .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      90   Domaine Bott-Geyl   2013   Les Éléments   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Earthy notes and yeasty rich-

ness swing along the aromatic lemon bouquet. On 
the very slight, slender palate these fl avors appear 
linear and leave a feeling of near weightlessness. 
Savory tones of yeast make themselves felt on the 
long, gossamer fi nish.   Roanoke Valley Wine Com-
pany .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 14   

      90   Domaine Charles Baur   2013   Cuvée Charles  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Rounded, ripe and aro-

matic apple fl avors of Cox Orange Pippin present 
themselves in lively purity. The palate also mimics 
that crunch of sweet apple fl esh and tart freshness. 
Supported by bright lemon, this makes for a very 
clean-cut, friendly and utterly appetizing dry Ries-
ling.   French Country Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Vignoble d’E   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Lemon purity and an idea of 

wet stones shows slight, pleasant texture around 
a central seam of lemon zest freshness. There is 
a lightness of touch, a convincing dryness and a 
breezy freshness about this no-nonsense Riesling.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Domaine Zinck   2014   Terroir   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Riper suspicions of yellow plum in-

sinuate themselves on the nose. The palate is shot 
through with lemony freshness that brightens ev-
erything. Taut and fresh, this also has Alsace’s more 
rounded edges. With time, more aromas arise, fi n-
ishing in a fruity mix of apple, stone fruit and citrus. 
  HB Wine Merchants . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Soft  notes of russet pear peel and 

peach contract into a tight, refreshing, lemony cit-
rus structure. Some residual carbon dioxide under-
lines the freshness with a tiny bit of spritz. This is 
pure, clean-cut, fresh Riesling for immediate drink-
ing and total refreshment.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 26   

      90   Dopff & Irion   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Beauti-
ful and appetizing notes of Cox Orange Pip-

pin apples shine. The palate is zesty, sprightly and 
textured, and shows pure fruit—a combination that 
spells ideal refreshment. The lemony fi llip on the 
fi nish is lip-smacking.   Dreyfus, Ashby & Co . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 17   

      90   Francois Baur   2014   Herrenweg   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Rounded red apple with an edge of 

peppery spice and a whole lot of grapefruit zest 
makes for a lively, textured and vivid palate. This is 
fresh, pure and totally appetizing. The fi nish simi-
larly leaves the impression of peppery red apples. 
  Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Joseph Cattin   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Clean, 
taut green apple and zesty lemon are the 

chief markers of this slender, dry wine. It holds 
lots of refreshment and has a racy core. Have this 
on its own when in need of refreshment, or have it 
with food when there is light, subtle fare.   T. Edward 
Wines Ltd .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      90   Joseph Fritsch   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Fra-
grant notions of orange peel accompany 

the red apple freshness. This has ample apple and 
orange fruit at the core, along with a pure, lemony 
zestiness that pulls everything taut and into focus. 
Full of life and tension, the wine makes you want to 
sip and sip again.   Margaux & Company . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 17   

      90   Kuentz-Bas   2013   Trois Chateaux   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Aromas of peach and freshly cut 

apple peel turn into rounder notes of ripe, yellow 
plum on the palate. Citrus freshness brightens and 
highlights the fruit that fi nishes dry. The citric lin-
earity lingers and fi nishes with layered apple notes.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

      90   Leon Beyer   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  While 
taut citrus is at the core of this dry, zesty 

Riesling, it has much more going on. Notions of pep-
pery spice play around the edges, with glimpses of 
red and green apple. This is juicy and moreish, pure 
and totally refreshing. The dry fi nish accentuates 
the citrus zest.   Vin Divino . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 27   

      90   Robert Karcher et Fils   2013   Harth   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Bright, friendly and pure manda-

rin fl avors make for a very appetizing, fruit-forward 
wine. The same friendly, sunny mandarin fruit fi lls 
the palate with its tension between citrus tartness 

and luscious sweet freshness. Bruised apple peel 
makes an attractive appearance on the lasting fi nish 
that concludes with lots of freshness.   Southeastern 
Trading Company . — A.K.  
abv:  11.5%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Willm   2014   Réserve   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Red 
apples abound on the nose of this fresh, 

taut and wonderfully clean and crisp Riesling. 
The palate is just off  dry and the tension between 
crunchy apple and tart citrus makes you want to 
go on sipping, just to get that lovely lip-smacking 
fi nish again.   Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd .  Best 
Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 14   

      89   Antoine Moltès & Fils   2014   Tradition   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  This seems prematurely evolved 

with its lift ed, kerosene-like whiff  on the nose, but 
is no less pleasant for that. Ripe stone fruit melds 
into a slick, oily palate guided by a seam of bright, 
lemony freshness. The fi nish is dry and bright, and 
fl avors fi ll the mouth long aft er the last sip.   Catama-
rca Imports LLC . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Domaine Bernhard & Reibel   2013   Tradition  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Heady and pure notes 

of Amalfi  lemon peel pervade every last corner of 
fl avor. The palate has a concentration akin to pure 
lemon oil and there is the textural tartness of fresh 
citrus zest on the palate. Taut, pure and linear, this 
will benefi t from more time in bottle. Drink 2016–
2020.   D&M New World Management . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15 / 1 L   

      89   Domaine Ehrhart   2014   Herrenweg   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  A subdued nose leads to a very 

zesty palate, with grapefruit zest and crunchy green 
apple. The fruit is lively, clean and rather viva-
cious. Lemony freshness brightens the dry fi nish 
and makes you sip more.   Robert Kacher Selections . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 23   

      89   Domaine Schoffi  t   2013   Harth Tradition   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  The subdued nose gives way 

on the palate to earthy apple, reminiscent of Russet, 
underlined by a vein of lemony acidity that bright-
ens from the inside out. Lemony earthiness lingers 
on the dry fi nish.   Weygandt-Metzler . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Domaine Zinck   2014   Portrait   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Lift ed notes of lemon zest and cham-

omile signal freshness and poise. The slender pal-
ate also stakes its reputation on lemony verve and 
achieves it in a light, refreshing way. Drink soon, 
preferably on a sunny day.   HB Wine Merchants . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Emile Beyer   2014   Saint Jacques   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Hints of unusual citrus capture the 

attention: is it blood orange or green tangerine? The 
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palate is more moderate with tart red apple fresh-
ness. Ample fruit at the center makes this dryish 
wine rather appetizing.   Michael Corso Selections . 
— A.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Jean-Baptiste Adam   2013   Letzenberg   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Ripe lemon with a touch of 

licorice haunts the nose, while the palate gives way 
to the full breadth of that tart but teasing lemon 
fl avor. This is very refreshing and has a dryish, lip-
smacking fi nish. The lingering citrus makes this a 
top apéritif for a lively party.   The Sorting Table . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 36   

      89   Jean-Marc Bernhard   2014   Vieilles Vignes  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Freshly cut apple peel and 

apple fruit create a very welcoming and lively pal-
ate. The fruit is clean and very invigorating, while 
the dry fi nish provides cool refreshment.   Slocum & 
Sons, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Trois Chateaux   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Notes of bruised apple peel make 

this wine appear older than it is, but it is not with-
out charm. The apple fruit is tied into a streak of 
bright, lemony freshness concluding in a just off -
dry, invigorating fi nish.   Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

      89   La Cave des Vignerons de Pfaffenheim   2014  
 Pfaff Tradition   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Fresh red 

apple and tangy mandarin fl avors unite in a fruity 
and fun combo. The palate is equally fruit-driven 
and refreshing, with bright but ripe acidity. This is 
a light-footed summer apéritif and very moreish.  
 Serge Doré Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 16   

      89   Lucien Albrecht   2014   Réserve   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Slender and lemony, this is a dry, 

zesty Riesling. Grapefruit rind forms the central 
theme, supported by green apple and mandarin 
peel, leading straight into a linear, taut fi nish. This 
is very clean and beautifully streamlined.   Pasternak 
Wine Imports .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 14   

      89   Martin Schaetzel   2013   Cuvée Réserve   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  An intriguing mix of freshly 

cut apple and orange marmalade emanates from 
this wine. The palate is dry but shows unusual notes 
of licorice and not unpleasant edges of bitterness 
aligned with bright, sprightly lemony freshness. 
Lemon and licorice linger in an unusual fi nish.   New 
France Wine Co . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Ruhlmann   2014   Cuvée Jean-Charles   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  While the nose is shy at fi rst, the 

palate reveals abundant red and green apples, with 
some juicy yellow pear around the edges. Texture 

and structure strike a balance with the lovely, clean 
fruit. It’s a delicious, textured, earthy Riesling made 
for food.   Cognac One, LLC .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 13   

      89   Sipp Mack   2013   Vieilles Vignes   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Notes of peach and ripe, yellow plum 

join a mix of citrus fl avors that range from spiky 
lime to fruity clementine, making for a friendly, 
refreshing and dry Riesling. Its freshness brightens 
the palate and shows highlights of pineapple   Lan-
terna Distributors Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      88   Domaine Ehrhart   2014   Vieilles Vignes   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Fragrant, tender notes of ripe 

Conference pear on the nose are met with fresh 
grapefruit zest on the palate ,which also conveys 
scented citrus foliage. It’s a balanced, elegant Ries-
ling with a dry fi nish.   Robert Kacher Selections . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 22   

      88   Domaine François Schmitt   2013   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  The broader focus of ripe, juicy yel-

low plum on the palate is subsumed into a defi ning 
lemon freshness that has some of the concentration 
and unctuousness of lemon oil. The fi nish is tart, 
dry and lip-smacking.   Riahi Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Domaine Gérard Neumeyer   2013   les Hos-
pices   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  Freshly burnt, dark-

brown Demerara sugar is a fi rst, intriguing whiff , 
followed by more conventional notes of yellow plum 
and fresh lemon. The lemon also dominates the 
dry, sprightly palate and the moderate fi nish.   Regal 
Wine Imports Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Domaine Gresser   2014   Kritt   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Sultry spice lurks beneath the pow-

dery scent of citrus peel. The palate off ers the same 
intrigue and has welcome freshness, with a touch of 
oily charm and a dry, clean fi nish on which the inde-
fi nable but undeniable spice still lingers.   Martine’s 
Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 28   

      88   Domaine Jean-Luc Mader   2014   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Earthy notes blend with red apple 

and bright, lemony freshness on the palate. The 
mouthfeel is clean, crunchy and very refreshing, 
with a pleasantly dry fi nish.   Elite Wines Import . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Domaine Robert Klingenfus   2013   Signature  
 Riesling  ( Alsace ).  A brief notion of but-

tery toast precedes the citrus-fresh palate. There 
are mere hints of grapefruit,pear and peach on this 
easy, dry but authentic Riesling.   Chateau Armand . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Domaines Schlumberger   2013   Les Princes 
Abbés   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  A closed nose leads 

to a soft ly apricot-fruited palate. Tension and struc-
ture are provided by a streak of fresh lemon acidity 
that tones the body and gives a lighter, clear accent 
to the sonorous fruit.   Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Jean-Baptiste Adam   2013   Les Natures   Ries-
ling  ( Alsace ).  Lemon and tart apple with 

some overtones of riper Golden Delicious are the 
fruity hallmarks of this easy-drinking but super-
refreshing summer wine. The apple taste stays and 
makes you go back for more easy, pleasant fruit.   The 
Sorting Table . — A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Jean-Baptiste Adam   2013   Réserve   Riesling  
( Alsace ).  Lots of apple tones, some round-

ed, some tart, are coralled into a core of bright, 
lemony freshness on this simple, refreshing and dry 
Riesling. This is a lovely, easy and versatile wine 
with enlivening spikes of acidity.   The Sorting Table . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Collection   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  The mellowness of baked apple en-

velops all other aromas. While the baked apple is 
also apparent on the palate, it is pulled into sharp 
focus by fresh, lively and bright lemon acidity.   Ker-
mit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 21   

      88   Kuentz-Bas   2013   Collection   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Earthy lemon and tart fl avors of 

freshly cut green apples play on nose and palate. 
With time on the palate, the lemony freshness 
dominates and lingers texturally, with a suggestion 
of apple peel. This has lots of freshness and a dry 
fi nish.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 21   

      88   Sipp Mack   2014   Tradition   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 While the nose gives little away here apart 

from the slightest lemon fl avors, the palate is lightly 
textured and shows straitlaced lemon freshness 
with bright rays of zesty fruit. It’s an ideal, refresh-
ing apéritif for warm summer days.   Lanterna Dis-
tributors Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Wolfberger   2014   Signature   Riesling  ( Al-
sace ).  Fruity notions of apple juice and 

fresh apple peel are signalled on the nose. The pal-
ate follows more soft ly than expected and shows a 
balanced, textured dryness in this very clean, al-
most taut Riesling.   Kysela Père et Fils . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Emile Beyer   2014   Tradition   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 Soft ly ripe notes of pear mingle with earth-

ier elements on nose and palate of this dryish Ries-
ling. The spine of acidity provides structure and fi lls 
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the palate with lemony, bright freshness that lingers 
pleasantly.   Michael Corso Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Tradition   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 Earth and lemons dominate the nose. The 

earthy mellowness is more pronounced. on the pal-
ate, joined by 2014 fresh lemon. The fi nish is dry 
but remains earthy.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 17   

      87   Kuentz-Bas   2013   Tradition   Riesling  ( Alsace ). 
 The nose does not give much away but the 

dry palate is all about bright, luminous lemon zest 
and tart lemon juice. Have this on a hot summer day 
for ultimate refreshment.   Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 17   

      86   Paul Blanck   2014   Riesling  ( Alsace ).  The 
subtle scent of green and red apples makes 

for a refreshing opening. They also play on the 
rounded, clean palate and fi nish dry with a lovely, 
lemony briskness.   Skurnik Wines, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

PINOT GRIS

      94   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Clos Winds-
buhl   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  The full force of 

aromatic, dried pear rises from the glass, laced 
with dried apricot and candied peel. The pear fruit 
becomes exquisitely clear and pure on the palate, 
which is profound but slender. The wine is dry but 
powerful, holding at its core all the ripeness and 
fruit fl avor from brilliant sunlight. It almost warms 
you from inside and goes on and on. Drink now till 
2030.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 80   

      93   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Zellberg   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Orange peel perfumes the rich 

pear notes and imbues them with the aromatic 
spice of citrus foliage and zest. The palate is full 
of friendly citrus and pear. Despite its texture and 
rich fl avor, it’s beautifully slender and light-footed, 
with an inherent, zesty brightness that makes this 
wine shine.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 58   

      93   Domaine Weinbach   2014   Cuvée Ste. Cathéri-
ne   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Subtle notes of or-

ange meet freshly-cut pear fl avors, amplifi ed by 
some residual sugar. The richness of the palate 
is cut beautifully by a fresh and pure, citric acid-
ity and a wrought phenolic structure which lends 
pleasant notes of subtle, enticing bitterness. There 
is something bittersweet about this that is touching 
and alluring.   Vineyard Brands . — A.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 53   

      93   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Rotenberg  
 Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Honeyed notes of pear 

promise oriental richness. The palate cuts this opu-
lence, edged with Seville orange spice and a streak 
of zesty lime. This interplay between baroque and 
discipline continues, creating a scintillating experi-
ence. Enjoy the ride and marvel at all the spicy over-
tones.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 60   

      92   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Fronholz   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Fully ripe, juicy pears glow from 

the core of this balanced, rounded wine, with an 
edge of marzipan, bitter almond and a wonderfully 
textured center. The palate is rich but dry and stays 
on the side of restraint, despite the fullness.   Kermit 
Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 57   

      92   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Calcaire   Pi-
not Gris  ( Alsace ).  Flinty reduction still dom-

inates the nose but this is only a sign of youth in 
this nuanced wine. It discloses tentative pear blos-
som and fruit, plus notions of wet earth and candied 
lime. Above all, a zesty spine of acidity and fresh-
ness directs all the attention to a profound, stony 
core. There is life force here and you know this will 
continue to evolve.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 55   

      92   René Muré   2014   Signature   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Ripe, yellow pear, stone and earth are 

united by a zesty grapefruit perfume. The streak of 
purity at the center of this is invigorating, with an 
enlivening backbone of tinkling acidity. This bot-
tling does justice to a diffi  cult vintage—and is all the 
more alluring for it. Something racy and pure at the 
core makes you want to delve deeply into this wine.  
 Gargouille Collection . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Robert Karcher et Fils   2014   Harth   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Funky notes of earth and wet hay 

join apple and grapefruit on the nose. They come 
together on a zesty palate that focuses on lemon 
and grapefruit peel, surrounded by rounder, richer 
elements of ripe stone fruit, hay and honey. Lovely 
and very individual, this wine simply grows on you.  
 Southeastern Trading Company . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 23   

      91   Trimbach   2013   Réserve   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ). 
 Pear laced with subtle notes of smoke hints 

at a taut palate. The dryness and discipline of the 
poised fl avors nonetheless allow the ripe, luscious 
pear fruit to glow and shine. Mouthfeel and texture 
are reminiscent of pear peel and bitter almond, and 
echo long aft er the last sip.   Esprit du Vin . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Allimant-Laugner   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ). 
 Rounded, friendly pleasures of ripe pear fi ll 

nose and palate, along with a pleasant and toning 
phenolic element and a brightening and enlivening 
streak of grapefruit zestiness. This goes down far 

too easily. Look no further for alluring, appetizing 
fruit.   Vigneron Imports . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      90   Boeckel   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Only 
slight notions of fruit appear on the nose. 

The palate is soft ly fruited with ripe pear and tart 
apple, achieving a beautiful, unobtrusive and quiet 
balance. This wine may be quiet and understated 
but it has honesty and a supple drinkability that 
makes you want more. Subtle notes of orange peel 
become more convincing with every sip.   WineWise . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Domaine Bott-Geyl   2012   Les Élements   Pinot 
Gris  ( Alsace ).  Tender, freshly cut yellow 

pears and yellow plums play on a rounded, rich and 
almost oily palate that remains dry but expresses 
richness in terms of texture and mouthfeel, edged 
with earthy and nutty notes. This fi nishes exqui-
sitely clean.   David Bowler Wine . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      90   Domaine Ehrhart   2013   Réserve   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  It takes a while for the friendly, 

pure pear fruit to show itself. Once apparent, it 
shines and is wonderfully sunny, light and balanced. 
Fresh acidity brightens and lift s everything and 
makes the fruit fl avors fi nish dry with overtones of 
green apple.   Robert Kacher Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 23   

      90   Emile Beyer   2014   Lieu Dit Hohrain   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Ripe stone fruit and herbal spice 

come together on a very textured, baked-apple-like 
palate.Tart and sweet impressions take turns and 
fi nally hone in on juicy red apple notes. A spine of 
acidity provides structure and ample freshness, and 
the clean and dry fi nish is totally moreish.   Michael 
Corso Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Henri Schoenheitz   2013   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ). 
 Freshly cut Conference pear turns fl eshy on 

the palate, juicy and full of life and fruit. Despite 
the juiciness the wine is just off  dry and toothsome 
with structure, poise and a lastingly satisfying pear 
fi nish.   Crystalline Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      90   Leon Beyer   2013   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Sono-
rous and rounded notions of ripe pear per-

vade nose and palate. This richness is countered by 
lovely, fresh and bright acidity, with peppery spice 
around the edges. This fi nishes with a pleasant, 
clean, warm glow.   Vin Divino . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 26   

      90   Sipp Mack   2013   Tradition   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  The nose gives little away but the 

palate shows plump, rounded, ripe pear, edged 
with pleasantly phenolic bitterness. The balance is 
beautifully held. At the basis, something clean and 
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poised leads beautifully to the dry fi nish.   Lanterna 
Distributors Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

      89   Domaine Charles Baur   2013   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Rounded, rich and perfectly ripe 

pears are countered by spiced, candied lime peel. 
The two elements oppose each other equally and 
hold a poised, subtle balance, echoing long into the 
spicy fi nish.   French Country Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      89   Domaine Fernand Engel   2013   Cuvée Engel  
 Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Orange and mandarin 

peel illuminate the sunny, pear-fruited character of 
this rounded and full wine. The fruit fl avors have an 
additional boost from residual sugar, but this is bal-
anced beautifully. Drink soon.   Grape Expectations 
(CA) . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Domaine Gérard Neumeyer   2013   le Berger  
 Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  An intriguing blend 

of juicy pear and tart but ripe apple perfumes the 
luminous palate that shines with fruit. The apple 
tartness, boosted by a little citrus, creates a lovely 
balance on this easy-drinking, little fruit bomb.   Re-
gal Wine Imports Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Domaine Zinck   2014   Portrait   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Apple peel and citrus shyly greet the 

nose, but the palate is rounder, zestier and full of 
red-apple goodness. This is crunchy, fruity, lively 
and refreshing. The dry fi nish is moreish and the 
textured midpalate is a bonus.   HB Wine Merchants . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Dopff & Irion   2014   Cuvée René Dopff   Pinot 
Gris  ( Alsace ).  Charmingly ripe and aromatic 

notes of juicy, yellow pear on nose and palate make 
for an ultrafriendly, easy-drinking and utterly fruit-
driven wine. Drink soon to enjoy the amplifi ed pear 
aromas while they’re at their peak.   Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 21   

      89   Dopff Au Moulin   2014   Réserve   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Baked pear and sweet, baked apple 

make for an inviting opening. The same friendly 
duet plays on the off -dry palate all the way to the 
lingering fi nish. Along the way, there are highlights 
of zesty lemon and richer hints of honey and melon. 
It’s simple, fun and even a little bit intriguing.   Heri-
tage Wine Cellars . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      89   Francois Baur   2014   Herrenweg   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Rounded and plush, with a sub-

dued mélange of pear and apple fruit and a lovely, 
rescuing streak of tart apple freshness, this comes 
together in the end. The opening is broad, rich and 

medium-sweet, but the fi nish is illuminated by lem-
ony acid.   Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

      89   Jean-Marc Bernhard   2014   Cuvée Particulière  
 Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Slightly fl oral notes 

combine the creaminess of jasmine with the fresh 
scent of mandarin peel. Despite the typical varietal 
broadness of Pinot Gris, this wine off ers an appeal-
ing slenderness and a tender balance. Subtle and 
almost delicate, it conveys a touching edge of fl oral-
ity and lovely seam of acidity.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      89   Joseph Fritsch   2014   Altenburg   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Pure and friendly tart apple and 

sweet pear fruit are very appetizing. The palate em-
phasises fruity sweetness but is kept in check and 
balance. Residual sweetness will make this shine in 
certain food contexts while the backbone of bright, 
citric acidity provides a great counterpoint.   Mar-
gaux & Company . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Collection   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Wonderfully apple-scented, just like 

a freshly cut Cox Orange Pippin, this is dry Pinot 
Gris with extra verve from the 2014 vintage. Drink 
soon while its aromas are at their delicious peak.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Trois Chateaux   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Smoke, egg yolk and pear make for 

an unlikely but inviting nose. The palate is charac-
terized by fresh, clean and almost tart apple notes 
that give great freshness. This is very appetizing and 
echoes beautifully.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 29   

      89   Kuentz-Bas   2013   Tradition   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Plump, juicy pear is cut beautifully 

by lemon freshness that also carries zest and spice, 
brightening the entire palate. The fi nish is dry and 
textured with the zing of the zest.   Kermit Lynch 
Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      89   Kuentz-Bas   2013   Trois Chateaux   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Freshly cut pear peel and Egre-

mont Russet apples give a textured, pleasantly 
bitter edge to the opulent and plump pear on the 
palate. There is balance and earthiness, too, and 
brightening acidity on the medium-sweet fi nish.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 29   

      89   La Cave des Vignerons de Pfaffenheim   2014  
 Pfaff Tradition   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Apple 

peel and orange rind are hinted at on the restrained 
nose, with the same aromatic subtlety on the poised 
palate. The wine holds a lovely, fresh balance be-
tween varietal richness and the freshness of the 

vintage, with notes of honey and baked apple. It’s 
a friendly, fruit-focused and balanced wine with a 
lovely, lingering fi nish.   Serge Doré Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      89   Paul Blanck   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Yel-
low pear, Golden Delicious apple and a dol-

lop of honey create a fruitful, inviting and friendly 
opening, countered by lemony freshness that keeps 
things on the right side of fruity opulence. Drink 
this wine while its aromas are at their height.  
 Skurnik Wines, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Schlumberger   2013   Les Princes Abbés   Pinot 
Gris  ( Alsace ).  Textured and beautifully bal-

anced pear fruit shows glimpses of marzipan and 
candied peel on a palate guided by sheer, zesty cit-
rus acidity.   Vin Divino . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

      89   Wolfberger   2014   Signature   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  There is a distinct hint of ripe, juicy 

peach fl esh amidst all the pear aromas. The palate 
is less expressive but still full of friendly, appetiz-
ing and generous fruit. A seam of citric freshness 
again allows glimpses of that peach. Drink while 
these fruity aromas are out in force.   Kysela Père et 
Fils . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Domaine Ostertag   2013   Barriques   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Very rich, almost overripe pear 

dominates the palate, which also has a rich marzi-
pan edge. Residual sugar is just about cut by citrus 
freshness. This is at the cusp of being just a little 
too much.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 37   

      88   Domaine Zinck   2013   Terroir   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Ripe pear on nose and palate is the 

central theme on this broad-shouldered and richly 
textured wine. A dollop of sweetness is countered 
with fresh lime acidity that concludes in ripe ac-
cord.   Grantham Distributing . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Emile Beyer   2014   Tradition   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Only very subdued notes of citrus 

emerge and add a little polish to a rounded, bal-
anced and dry palate. However, a lovely, bundled 
ray of tangerine zestiness at the core brightens the 
wine immensely.   Michael Corso Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Joseph Fritsch   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  This 
medium-sweet proposition takes off  on 

silky wings of lemony freshness. The interplay thus 
created spells fun and balance. Citric freshness is 
the decisive, playful, enjoyable factor here.   Margaux 
& Company . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Tradition   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Very ripe pear fruit is dangerously 
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close to tipping over into cloying richness, almost 
hinting at cream soda. The palate is less over-
whelming. As always, that special streak of Alsace 
acid saves the day.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Kuentz-Bas   2013   Collection   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Rather closed on the nose, this shows 

plump, sweet pear fruit countered by sprightly, 
spiky, lemony acidity. This is lively and fruity and 
easy to drink; enjoy while fl avors are at their peak.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Lucien Albrecht   2014   Cuvée Romanus   Pinot 
Gris  ( Alsace ).  Generous, sweet pear fruit 

tumbles out over palate and throat, held carefully in 
check by fresh zestiness. This is about easy fruit and 
simple pleasure, held in beautiful balance. Drink 
soon.   Pasternak Wine Imports . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Vieil Armand   2014   Tradition   Pinot Gris  ( Al-
sace ).  Fresh lemon notes are tinged with 

smoke and earth on this easy, balanced and dryish 
Pinot Gris. Ample fruit at the core and an easygoing 
light touch engender enjoyment.   Tricana Imports . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 26   

      87   Martin Schaetzel   2013   Cuvée Réserve   Pinot 
Gris  ( Alsace ).  Pear candy and citrus peel 

beckon from the glass. There is a slightly candied 
edge to the expressive fruit, while the dryish pal-
ate shows concentration and warmth.   New France 
Wine Co . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      86   Domaine Moltès   2014   Tradition   Pinot Gris  
( Alsace ).  Aromas seem blunted, but the 

palate shows both freshness and fruit. This is bal-
anced and comes out with surprisingly friendly 
apple fruit, fi nishing on a fresh note.   Catamarca Im-
ports LLC . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      85   Joseph Cattin   2014   Pinot Gris  ( Alsace ).  Both 
nose and palate need waking up. It is only 

with intense swishing that some apple freshness 
emerges on the rather broad palate. A streak of tart 
apple acidity rescues this.   T. Edward Wines Ltd . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

GEWURZTRAMINER

      95   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Clos Winds-
buhl   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Ethereal 

notes of orange blossom and jasmine lead to richer 
tones of damask rose underpinned by a lively or-
ange-peel freshness. The palate presents the same 
delicious juxtaposition of opulence and light-footed 
ease. Full of life and fragrant, vigorous joy, the wine 

has fl avors that seem to linger forever.   Kobrand . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 80   

      94   Domaine Weinbach   2014   Cuvée Laurence  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Very subtle hints 

of jasmine and ripe Valencia orange skin gently per-
fume this soft , subtle, ethereal wine. Gentle sweet-
ness adds to the charm and creates a dreamy mirage 
of fruit and scent—what lightness of touch. This 
wine is best savored slowly so every shade of fruit 
and blossom is encountered and enjoyed.   Vineyard 
Brands . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 48   

      93   Domaine Ostertag   2014   Vignoble d’E  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Peachy overtones 

hover around the rose-petal scent of this fruity 
off ering. This aromatic combo re-appears on the 
palate where it is rounded off  with a little residual 
sweetness that suits the plush palate rather well. 
Here and there are wondrous glimpses of clear 
honey, dried peach and honeysuckle. Citrus fresh-
ness provides a lovely counterpoint and carries the 
long fi nish.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant .  Editors’ 
Choice  .  — A.K.  
abv:  125%  Price: $ 40   

      93   Domaine Weinbach   2013   Altenbourg   Gewurz-
traminer  ( Alsace ).  The lift ed, pure scent 

of damask rose aft er rain hits you fi rst. It is then 
joined by riper notions of Mirabelle but always with 
fresh, airy lift . While the palate weighs this down 
with perceptible sweetness, the aromas rise unfet-
tered. This is a beautiful wine singing with rose and 
orange aromatics that persist with a lingering per-
fume.   Vineyard Brands . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Calcaire  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  The restrained 

and fl oral opening of jasmine and mandarin peel 
leads to a palate that holds just a touch of resid-
ual sugar, fi lling this gorgeously balanced Gewurz-
traminer to the brim with sweet citrus swirls of 
tangerine, satsuma and mandarin. Notes of orange 
blossom hover and are pulled into focus by the tex-
tured mouthfeel of this immensely elegant wine.  
 Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Domaine Zind-Humbrecht   2013   Vieilles Vi-
gnes   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Very ripe, 

red-cheeked Mirabelles and orange peel represent 
the aromatic top notes. With more air, mandarin 
juice becomes apparent, and the palate is wonder-
fully taut and concentrated. There is a haunting pu-
rity and a strong undertow of earth and stone that 
soars on the long fi nish.   Kobrand . — A.K.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 55   

      92   René Muré   2014   Signature   Gewurztraminer  
( Alsace ).  Earth and roses, lemon zest and 

orange fl esh: these are the contrasts of this refresh-
ing, toned but textured Gewurztraminer that shows 

the full weight of its rose perfume on the palate. Its 
dryness underlines earth rather than fruit, but has 
no less charm for that. On the contrary: the linger-
ing aft ertaste leaves a lasting impression.   Gargouille 
Collection . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      91   Domaine Fernand Engel   2013   Cuvée Engel  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Heady notes of ly-

chee dominate nose and palate. The mouthfeel is 
plump and rounded with a slick oiliness. With more 
air, some tangerine peel makes itself felt and stays 
pleasingly on the dreamy fi nish. Notions of candied 
tangerine linger long aft er the last sip.   Grape Expec-
tations (CA) . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

      91   Domaine Weinbach   2014   Cuvée Théo   Gewurz-
traminer  ( Alsace ).  Earth and stone hit long 

before the sultry rosewater richness. They also per-
vade the palate of this midweight Gewurztraminer, 
edged with candied lime peel. The palate is soft  but 
shows verve. This is one to linger over.   Vineyard 
Brands . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 37   

      91   Henri Schoenheitz   2014   Holder   Gewurztramin-
er  ( Alsace ).  Mandarin zest and the tenderest 

suspicion of rose petals hold lots of promise. This 
satisfying aroma continues on the medium-sweet 
palate where sweet citrus fl esh meets spicy, aro-
matic orange peel. Lightness of touch marks this as 
a paradigm of subtlety, and its purity lingers.   Crys-
talline Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

      91   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Collection   Gewurztraminer  
( Alsace ).  Apricot, damask rose and earth 

frame this vivacious Gewurztraminer that benefi ts 
from 2014’s verve. The palate comes with some of 
the characteristic viscosity but the zest of orange 
and lemon peel balances this out beautifully, cre-
ating a lovely, refreshing arc.   Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Trimbach   2013   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  For 
full review see page 164.    

abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Domaine Charles Baur   2013   Fronenberg  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Ripe strawber-

ries dressed with orange liqueur come to mind 
when sniffi  ng the rich nose of this rounded, warm-
ing wine. The palate shows glimpses of sweet orange 
peel, edges of vanilla spice and an almost oily tex-
ture that lets this slip down all too easily.   French 
Country Wines . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      90   Domaine Ehrhart   2013   Rosenberg   Gewurz-
traminer  ( Alsace ).  Inviting notions of dam-

ask rose signal richness and aromatic opulence 
and continue on the rounded, plush and almost 
oily palate. It provides a textbook example of rich 
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Alsace Gewurztraminer that shows rose-petal rich-
ness tamed by fresh orange-peel zestiness.   Robert 
Kacher Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Domaine Gresser   2014   Kritt   Gewurztraminer  
( Alsace ).  Hints of damask rose meld into 

a mix of sweet tangerine and blood orange. There 
is also something rounder and fl eshier at the core, 
guided by a bright vein of freshness. This achieves a 
subtle balance that is just off  dry.   Martine’s Wines . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Jean-Baptiste Adam   2014   Les Natures  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Ripe yellow plum 

and baked apricot make for a heady, aromatic open-
ing. The palate holds this fruit in a rich frame with 
a rounded, opulent yet toned mouthfeel. Some re-
sidual sugar boosts the rich fruit even further, and 
the rich, oily texture is cut by citrus freshness   The 
Sorting Table . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Joseph Cattin   2014   Gewurztraminer  ( Al-
sace ).  Charming overtones of citrus herald 

the freshness of the 2014 vintage, while the pal-
ate shows richer fruit: golden Mirabelle plums and 
baked apricot with occasional swirls of rose blos-
som. The dry fi nish beautifully accentuates the 
freshness and is rather moreish.   T. Edward Wines 
Ltd . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      90   Kuentz-Bas   2014   Tradition   Gewurztraminer  
( Alsace ).  Zestiness amid the rounded apri-

cot and rose-petal fl avors marks this out, while a 
pleasant, ever-so-slightly bitter phenolic edge gives 
just a little bite. The aromatics are subtly expressed 
and the real action happens on the textured palate.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      90   Lucien Albrecht   2014   Réserve   Gewurztra-
miner  ( Alsace ).  Rounded notions of baked 

apple, juicy orange and roses play on a midweight 
palate that has a pleasantly bitter phenolic edge. 
Tangerine zest creates tension and balance in equal 
measure. This is just off  dry and an intriguing coun-
terpart to many spicy dishes and ripe, soft  cheeses. 
  Pasternak Wine Imports . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Allimant-Laugner   2014   Gewurztraminer  ( Al-
sace ).  Roses, peaches and apricots all swing 

in the unctuous richness of this plush Gewurztra-
miner. They are countered by some freshness but 
this is certainly on the plumper side. It will be the 
perfect match for ripe, soft  cheeses.   Vigneron Im-
ports . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

      89   Domaine Ehrhart   2014   Herrenweg   Gewurz-
traminer  ( Alsace ).  Candied mandarin peel 

and apricot join the rose-petal fl avors that meet on 

an unctuous, rich palate. Residual sweetness gives 
this considerable heft  but the overall balance is 
there, with a soft -focus fi nish that carries both fruit 
and spice.   Robert Kacher Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Domaine Gérard Neumeyer   2013   les deux M  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Baked apple with 

grated orange zest makes an appetizing opening. On 
the palate, these are joined by ripe Mirabelle plum 
and luscious fruitiness. There is enough residual 
sugar to make this off  dry but the balance is there, 
presenting a totally fruit-driven wine full of charm.  
 Regal Wine Imports Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Domaines Schlumberger   2013   Les Princes 
Abbés   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Rose water 

and Turkish Delight are tempered by orange zest 
but present the abiding image of Alsace Gewurztra-
miner: richness and opulence countered by fresh-
ness and perfume. This is straitlaced, concentrated 
and fi nishes off  dry.   Maisons Marques & Domaines 
USA . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Dopff & Irion   2014   Cuvée René Dopff   Gewurz-
traminer  ( Alsace ).  Sprightly, fresh Mira-

belle plum mixes with headier notes of rose to pres-
ent a full-fruited but fresh array of juicy, sweet pear, 
more plum, mandarin and tangerine. The mouthfeel 
has that typical Gewurztraminer oily richness but 
also a welcome slick of 2014 acidity.   Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      89   La Cave des Vignerons de Pfaffenheim   22  
 Pfaff Tradition   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ). 

 Exuberant aromatics of orange peel, honeysuckle 
and peach jump out of the glass and continue their 
merry dance on the palate. This is a very hedonistic, 
full-fruited jolt with a wonderful balance of fresh-
ness. Drink this wine at its lively, heady height. 
  Serge Doré Selections . — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

      89   Leon Beyer   2013   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ). 
 Candy fl oss and mandarin on the nose sug-

gest a fun, easy wine and the palate keeps the prom-
ise. This is a soft , easy, dry Gewurztraminer with 
a wonderfully slick mouthfeel and some phenolic 
grip. It’s rich but presents a tight body.   Vin Divino . 
— A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 29   

      89   Martin Schaetzel   2013   Cuvée Réserve  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Soft  whispers of 

orange peel, earth and wax hinted at on the nose 
come into their own on the rounded palate, where a 
phenolic dimension lends structure. Plush and soft , 
this will be a perfect partner for something rich and 
spicy, or for ripe, soft -rind cheeses.   New France 
Wine Co .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 14   

      89   Robert Karcher et Fils   2013   Harth   Gewurz-
traminer  ( Alsace ).  Earthy tones envelop 

orange-fl esh fl avors on the nose. On the palate they 
seemingly coat a lovely core of fresh, lemony verve 
that occasionally peeps through the rounded, fl eshy 
mouthfeel. This is a restrained Gewurztraminer but 
not without intrigue.   Southeastern Trading Com-
pany . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Ruhlmann   2014   Vieilles Vignes   Gewurztra-
miner  ( Alsace ).  Roses, raisins and even 

notes of banana mingle with the peachy richness. 
This aromatic headiness is cut beautifully by the fo-
cused freshness of the palate, reminiscent of freshly 
cut mandarins. This shows beautiful balance in 
aroma and body.   Cognac One, LLC .  Best Buy  .  — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 14   

      89   Wolfberger   2014   Signature   Gewurztraminer  
( Alsace ).  The zesty freshness of Seville or-

ange peel adds a wonderful dimension to the rose 
petal and apricot notes. Although the palate is not 
quite as vibrant as the nose, the lighter body and 
dry fi nish strike a great balance.   Kysela Père et Fils . 
— A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Jean-Marc Bernhard   2014   Vieilles Vignes  
 Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ).  Rounded, almost 

luscious fruitiness is at the core of this easy wine. 
Lychee, lemon, peach and apricot scented with rose 
petals on a rich palate close with orange peel fresh-
ness.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Paul Blanck   2014   Gewurztraminer  ( Alsace ). 
 Rounded rose and honey notes with infl ec-

tions of apple and Mirabelle are cut very pleasingly 
by the citric freshness of tangerine peel. This is easy 
drinking, medium bodied and aromatic.   Skurnik 
Wines, Inc . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 23   

      88   Willm   2014   Réserve   Gewurztraminer  ( Al-
sace ).  Notes of candied mandarins steal 

their way into this fresh, fruity and blossom-scent-
ed wine—think apricot, tangerine and jasmine. The 
charm is easy here, and all is held on the fruity, per-
fumed side. This is playful, fruit-driven fun.   Mon-
sieur Touton Selection Ltd . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Dopff Au Moulin   2014   Gewurztraminer  ( Al-
sace ).  While ample fl avors of apricot and 

rose are made even richer by residual sweetness, the 
components are abundant but slightly out of focus. 
Opulent and round, this might fi nd its match in a 
mature wedge of oozing Munster cheese.   Heritage 
Wine Cellars . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      86   Domaine Jean-Luc Mader   2014   Gewurztra-
miner  ( Alsace ).  Nose and palate are full of 

juicy, rose-scented plums. A good dose of sweetness 
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boosts those fl avors even more, but fails to create 
overall balance. This is rather rich and full bodied.  
 Elite Wines Import . — A.K.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      86   Joseph Fritsch   2014   Gewurztraminer  ( Al-
sace ).  The earthy nose does no justice to 

the full, ripe fruit on the palate of this rounded, 
rich wine. There is some phenolic bitterness that 
is not unpleasant around the edges and a smidgeon 
of sweetness balanced by orange zest.   Margaux & 
Company . — A.K.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

RED BURGUNDY
GRAND CRU

      97   Louis Jadot   2013       Chapelle-Chambertin . 
 Packed with tannins and with enormous 

structure, this wine is opulent while very fi rm. At 
the same time, smoky acidity shoots through all 
this density. From a great terroir, this wine shows 
minerality and its great structure well. Drink from 
2023.   Kobrand .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 288   

      97   Louis Jadot   2013       Chambertin Clos de Bèze . 
 This wine is perfumed with gorgeous fruit 

that contrasts with the strict minerality. The tan-
nins under the fruit are severe, solid, dark and 
promising enormous potential. Concentrated even 
while it celebrates great fruit, it is going to last for 
many years. Drink from 2023.   Kobrand .  Cellar Se-
lection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 468   

      97   Joseph Drouhin   2012       Grands-Échezeaux .  A 
fi rm and tannic wine, this has dry spices, 

dark fruits and concentration. Great depth of fl a-
vor gives a serious wine that also has a fruit-driven 
profi le. Concentrated dark tannins push this wine 
to a great height and impressive length. Drink from 
2020.   Dreyfus, Ashby & Co .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 639   

      96   Domaine Jean Grivot   2013       Clos de Vougeot . 
 This off ers a fi rm, dense structure, with 

dark tannins and big, ripe, opulent fruits. At the 
same time the elegance that is the hallmark of the 
domaine is equally present, stylish red fruits and a 
velvet texture. The wine needs to age to be at its 
peak, although it is beautiful now. Drink from 2020.  
 Diageo Chateau & Estate Wines .  Cellar Selection  .  
— R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      96   Domaine Jean Grivot   2013       Echézeaux .  This 
wine is very young, still with layers of wood. 

It is going to be a structured, dense and packed with 
a strong mineral texture. To contrast, generous red 
plum fruits and intense acidity are ready to convey 

a deep, rich character. Drink this impressive wine 
from 2019   Diageo Chateau & Estate Wines . — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      95   Alex Gambal   2013       Charmes-Chambertin . 
 Produced from organically grown grapes, 

this structured wine is complex and still very closed 
up, with dense tannins and dark fruit. Powerful 
with dark plum fl avors, it is fi rmly textured and 
needs plenty of time for aging. Drink from 2020  
 Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 200   

      95   Domaine Méo-Camuzet   2013       Clos de Vou-
geot .  Toasty aromas are not enough to 

smother the intense, rich and concentrated fruiti-
ness of this powerful wine. Structured and with a 
fi rm backbone, it is slow in developing. its brooding 
dark character still very obvious. However, the fruit 
is all there, waiting to release the burst of red-berry 
fl avors. Drink from 2022.   Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ 307   

      94   Henri de Villamont   2012       Mazis-Chambertin . 
 Ripe and juicy, this is a well-structured 

wine with both delicious red fruits and a core of 
serious tannins. The wine has weigh, richness and 
a opulence that comes from great fruits. The result 
is a wine with beautiful character that will develop 
well. Drink from 2019.   Miltons Dist Co Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      94   Louis Latour   2012   Cuvée Héritiers Latour  
  ( Chambertin ).  For full review see page 152.  

 Cellar Selection  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 310   

      93   Henri de Villamont   2012       Corton Les Re-
nardes .  More structure and less fruit is the 

characteristic of this wine. A dry core is very pres-
ent, giving a tough edge at this stage. There are the 
hints of red fruits and powerful acidity that will 
develop. With its weight, this is a wine for the long 
term. Drink from 2019.   Wegmann . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      93   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2013       Bonnes-
Mares .  Still way too young, this is develop-

ing into a substantial and structured wine. Full of 
both fruit and tannins, it is dark and dense, very dry 
at this stage but with the most enticing perfumes. 
The Grand Cru, split between Chambolle-Musigny 
and Morey Saint-Denis, is known for its structure 
and this wine is a great example. Drink from 2020.  
 Misa Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 463   

      93   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2013       Clos de Vou-
geot .  Big, fi rm and dense, this is a powerful 

wine, with dark tannins that give a dry, concen-
trated character. The juicy plum and damson fruit 
fl avors, along with the fresh aft ertaste, will be a 

delicious balance as the wine develops. Drink from 
2020.   Misa Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 260   

      93   Louis Latour   2012   Château Corton Grancey  
  ( Corton ).  For full review see page 154.     Cel-

lar Selection  .  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 160   

      93   Louis Latour   2012   Clos du Roi    ( Corton ).  From 
the Latour domaine, this dense wine is full 

of plum and sweet strawberry. At the same time, 
it is solid with an undertow of tannins and a dark 
texture. The acidity is already well integrated into 
this ripe and full-bodied wine. At the end, the signs 
of wood aging emerge and need to integrate. Drink 
from 2020.   Louis Latour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 140   

      92   Henri de Villamont   2012       Grands-Échezeaux . 
 Very dense, this wine has some bitter ex-

tract and layers of wood that give it a very fi rm 
structure. While there is acidity, the wine also has a 
dark character that is hard and powerful. It is likely 
always to be a solid wine. Drink from 2020.   Weg-
mann . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      92   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2012       Corton Ver-
gennes .  This is a concentrated, dark and 

brooding wine. Its complexity comes from the in-
terplay of tannins and rich red fruits, laced with 
tight acidity. Serious and dense, it is a wine for long 
aging. Drink this impressive wine from 2019.   Misa 
Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 153   

VOLNAY

      92   Louis Latour   2012   En Chevret Premier Cru  
  ( Volnay ).  This has ripe fruit, packed with 

strawberry jam with a good concentration as well 
as red plums and rounded tannins. It is rich and 
smooth, although well cut with tannins and acidity. 
This balanced wine will age well; drink from 2018.  
 Louis Latour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 100   

      91   Henri de Villamont   2012   Santenots Premier 
Cru    ( Volnay ).  Ripe, soft  and fruity, just hint-

ing at the wood aging, this comes from a vineyard 
that was only lightly hit by hail in 2012. The acidity, 
spice and smokiness produce a wine that has a rich, 
red-fruit character that is shot through with fi ne 
acidity. Drink from 2017.   Wegmann . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      90   Alex Gambal   2013     Volnay .  This wine is 
round, opulent and beautifully perfumed., 

with a structure smoothed by the ripe fruits and 
generous texture. Acidity and a fresh aft ertaste 
bring out cherry fl avors and leave a bright aft er-
taste. Drink from 2017.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 62   
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BEAUNE

      95   Louis Jadot   2013   Clos des Ursules Premier Cru  
  ( Beaune ).  This Beaune bottling has a dense 

structure that broods through its tannic outer skin. 
Perfumed red fruits will shortly burst out to give an 
opulent, rich wine with both great acidity and layers 
of spice that fi nish with freshness. Drink from 2021.  
 Kobrand .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 93   

      94   Louis Jadot   2013   Clos des Couchereaux Pre-
mier Cru    ( Beaune ).  From one of the rare 

south-facing vineyards in Beaune, this warm, rich 
and ripe wine is generous with its spice, smokiness 
and rounded red fruits. Acidity cuts through, bring-
ing raspberry in its wake. The sense of structure 
really gives this wine its power and density. Drink 
from 2020.   Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 62   

      94   Louis Jadot   2013   Grèves Premier Cru  
  ( Beaune ).  Wonderful spice and ripe red 

fruits shoot through this rich while structured wine. 
Dark cherries, strawberries and a ripe texture have 
given a wine that will be beautiful, smooth and gen-
erous. The acidity and the core of tannins will allow 
it to age well. Drink from 2019.   Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 62   

      94   Louis Jadot   2013   Les Boucherottes Premier 
Cru    ( Beaune ).  A generous wine, this features 

intense dark fruits, ripe strawberry and an almost 
-weet character. It’s packed with spice, richness and 
beautiful concentration. Great acidity gives a wine 
that is developing freshness and weight. Drink from 
2020.   Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 62   

      94   Louis Jadot   2013   Theurons Premier Cru  
  ( Beaune ).  This wine is dark, with a strong 

sense of structure. Dense black fruits are cut with 
strawberry acidity and a dark tension between 
fruit and fi rm tannins. The coiled power will allow 
this beautiful wine age for many years. Drink from 
2020.   Kobrand .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 62   

      93   Alex Gambal   2013   Grèves Premier Cru  
  ( Beaune ).  From one of the top Premier Cru 

vineyards in Beaune, this structured wine shows 
concentration and richness. Packed with tannins in 
its center, it is cushioned by the generous red berry 
and cherry fruits. The wine has a fi nely perfumed 
aft ertaste. Drink from 2018.   Ruby Wines Inc .  Cellar 
Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 57   

      93   Louis Jadot   2013   Aux Cras Premer Cru  
  ( Beaune ).  The wood is still showing strong-

ly on this wine, giving a closed, tight character. Un-
derneath, it is possible to see the rich red fruits and 
generous acidity that will balance out given time. 

It will be a powerful, dark wine; drink from 2020.  
 Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 77   

      92   Joseph Drouhin   2012   Beaune-Grèves Premier 
Cru    ( Beaune ).  This off ers a good structure as 

well as ripe fruit. Touches of wood with black cher-
ries and red plums giving a cushioned feel. The wine 
has weight, plenty of ripe fruits and a good tan-
nic, almost austere end. It needs to age; drink from 
2018.   Dreyfus, Ashby & Co . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 99   

      91   Louis Latour   2012   Vignes Franches Premier Cru  
  ( Beaune ).  This wine is soft  and round, with 

attractive acidity as well as a light sense of structure 
from tannins. It features considerable acidity along 
with wild strawberry fl avors that keep it lift ed and 
aromatic. Drink from 2017.   Louis Latour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 90   

      87   Louis Latour   2012     Beaune .  This is soft  and 
rounded, with attractive red plum and berry 

fruits that bring in acidity and a light tannic charac-
ter. The wine is ripe, with a dry core surrounded by 
cherry fl avors and fresh acidity. It is not a wine for 
long aging, drink from 2017.   Louis Latour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 45   

SAVIGNY-LÈS-BEAUNE

      92   Alex Gambal   2013   Premier Cru    ( Savigny-lès-
Beaune ).  Because of such small harvests in 

2013 because of hail, Alex Gambal decided to make 
one wine from all his premier cru parcels in Savi-
gny-lès-Beaune. This wine is rich and ripe, full of 
sweet crushed strawberry fl avors as well as a dry 
core of structure. Age this fi ne wine and drink from 
2017.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Alex Gambal   2013   Les Picotins    ( Savigny-lès-
Beaune ).  With a good sense of structure, 

this bottling, formerly called Vieilles Vignes, comes 
from 55-year-old vines. It is textured, with some 
fi rm tannins as well as ripe plum fl avors and acidity. 
The wine is still developing and will be better from 
2016.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 40   

      89   Henri de Villamont   2012   Clos des Guettes 
Premier Cru    ( Savigny-lès-Beaune ).  Soft  tan-

nins and a rounded texture make this wine almost 
drinkable now. The smooth structure only slowly 
shows tannins and acidity. A fresh, raspberry fruit 
character will allow the wine to develop. Drink now, 
although better from 2017.   Frank Johnson Selec-
tions . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 41   

      87   Henri de Villamont   2012   Le Village    ( Savigny-
lès-Beaune ).  This wine is soft  and ripe, with 

some attractive strawberry-jam fl avors and fresh 
acidity. The rounded texture is already attractive, 

although the wine will be better from 2017, when 
it will have fi lled out.   Haskell’s Minneapolis . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

OTHER CÔTE DE BEAUNE

      91   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2013   Les Rugiens 
Premier Cru    ( Pommard ).  Still fi rm, this wine 

is dominated by tannin and dark fruit, with a dry 
core typical of this Pommard vineyard. The red and 
dark plum-fruit fl avors are developing slowly and 
the wine needs time to balance. Drink from 2019.  
 Misa Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 109   

      91   Louis Latour   2012   Les Chaillots Premier Cru  
  ( Aloxe-Corton ).  This dense wine has a strong 

sense of dry tannins as well as red-berry acidity. It 
is balanced, in keeping with the cherry and straw-
berry fruits. The acidity, cutting through, keeps the 
wine bright and fruity. The end is strawberry jam 
with attractive acidity. Drink from 2018.   Louis La-
tour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 90   

      88   Henri de Villamont   2012   Les Champs Claude  
  ( Santenay ).  With a good structure, this is 

a solid wine from a small vineyard. It is dense with 
tannins as well as dark berry fruits and fresh acidity 
at the end. The wine will age well over the next few 
years, so drink from 2017.   Haskell’s Minneapolis . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      88   Joseph Drouhin   2012     Chorey-lès-Beaune . 
 This wine is fresh, perfumed with a juicy 

red-fruit character. It off ers red cherries, with a soft  
texture and acidity. The great fruitiness leads to a 
bright, crisp aft ertaste.   Dreyfus, Ashby & Co . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 30   

NUITS-ST.-GEORGES

      94   Domaine Méo-Camuzet   2013   Aux Murgers 
Premier Cru    ( Nuits-St.-Georges ).  This wine 

already has great balance, with its dry structure 
setting off  the concentrated cherry and red-berry 
fruits. The acidity, tense while also fragrant, gives 
a background of freshness to the wine. It is still 
young, fi rm tannins still prominent. Drink from 
2020.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant .  Cellar Selec-
tion  .  — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      94   Joseph Drouhin   2012   Procès Premier Cru    ( Nu-
its-St.-Georges ).  The fi rst things to notice 

are the tannins with a strongly dry core. This wine 
is dark, dense and concentrated, still allowing red 
fruits and acidity to give freshness. It is a big, juicy 
wine with a great future. Drink from 2020.   Dreyfus, 
Ashby & Co . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 117   
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      93   Domaine Jean Grivot   2013   Roncières Pre-
mier Cru    ( Nuits-St.-Georges ).  Smooth and 

supple, this wine has structure and tannin so well 
cushioned by the ripe fruits and fi ne acidity. The 
structure and tannins are integrated into the rich 
red fruits and dark plum juiciness. The aft ertaste, 
with an elegant freshness, brings the balance to-
gether. Drink from 2018.   Diageo Chateau & Estate 
Wines .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      92   Domaine Méo-Camuzet   2013   Les Argillières 
Premier Cru    ( Nuits-St.-Georges ).  Smoky and 

aromatic, this wine shows great fruitiness against 
dark, structured tannins. Raspberries and black 
cherries are layered with wood, spice and fi nal in-
tense acidity. Drink this still-fi rm wine from 2018.  
 Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      92   Henri de Villamont   2012   Aux Murgers Premier 
Cru    ( Nuits-St.-Georges ).  Structured and 

very linear in character, this wine has weight within 
its solid texture. Spice and acidity feature in as well 
as red plums and a touch of red currant. It is still 
very young, needing several years. Drink from 2019.  
 Frank Johnson Selections .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 84   

      92   Louis Max   2013   Les Damodes Premier Cru  
  ( Nuits-St.-Georges ).  This beautifully per-

fumed wine has all the solid structure of a Nuits-
Saint-Georges, but adds to that rich red fruits that 
have great aromas and fragrant acidity. It refl ects 
the vintage in its intensely fresh aft ertaste, leaving 
a juicy while still-fi rm character at the end. Drink 
from 2019.   Slocum & Sons, Inc .  Cellar Selection  .  
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 89   

      91   Louis Max   2013   Les Lièvres    ( Nuits-St.-Georg-
es ).  Firmly structured, this wine will be 

equally packed with ripe fruit. While the toast and 
tannin fl avors soft en, wait for those rich red plum 
and cherry tastes to come through. Balanced and 
solid, this dense wine should be drunk from 2018.  
 Slocum & Sons, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 61   

      89   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2013     Nuits-St.-
Georges .  From Aegerter’s own vineyards, 

this is an initially soft  wine. It’s only when the 
background tannins kick in that it becomes fi rmer, 
giving a dry, still-young core to this ripe wine. Red 
fruits dominate, balanced by acidity and a stylish, 
while fi rm, aft ertaste. Drink from 2017.   Misa Im-
ports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 82   

      88   Louis Latour   2012     Nuits-St.-Georges .  There 
is some solid structure here, along with a 

tannic edge that marks out a wine for aging. This 
has plum skin and a dense texture that brings out 
a richness as well as the acidity that marks the vin-

tage. It should be aged; drink from 2017.   Louis La-
tour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 80   

      87   Labouré-Roi   2013     Nuits-St.-Georges .  While 
the wine does have some dry tannins, it is 

surprisingly light and soft  for a Nuits-Saint-Georg-
es. Red cherry fl avors are already as important as 
the acidity and the dry core. That means this is not 
a wine for long-term aging, so drink from 2017. This 
is one of the fi rst vintages since Labouré-Roi, which 
was hit by scandal in 2012, passed into new owner-
ship.   Fruit of the Vines, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 45   

VOSNE-ROMANÉE

      95   Joseph Drouhin   2012   Petit Monts Premier Cru  
  ( Vosne-Romanée ).  Big and bold with great 

strawberry and red cherry fl avors, this wine has all 
the elements of dense fruit, intense acidity and rich 
tannins. The structure is dark and full of potential. 
With acidity at the end to give a lift  of freshness, 
this is a wine for the long-term. Drink from 2020.  
 Dreyfus, Ashby & Co .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 357   

      93   Alex Gambal   2013     Vosne-Romanée .  From 
vines close to the Sachets Premier Cru vine-

yard, this wine is powerful, structured and dense, 
despite the relatively low alcohol that gives it a lift  
of red fruits, acidity and perfume. It is still develop-
ing, a wine in progress, as its backbone of tannins 
soft ens. Drink from 2018.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 85   

      92   Louis Latour   2012   Les Beaux Monts Premier 
Cru    ( Vosne-Romanée ).  Three barrels were 

made of this structured, tannic wine that off ers a 
juicy balance between acidity and dark tannins. It 
is perfumed with acidity that cuts through the red 
berry and dry concentration. It is a dense wine, full 
of fruit. Drink from 2019.   Louis Latour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 160   

      91   Domaine Jean Grivot   2013     Vosne-Romanée . 
 This is a beautiful, silky wine with fi ne, deli-

cate tannins. Ripe strawberry and red cherry fruits 
are embedded in the elegant structure that is al-
ready heralding a wine of richness as well as spice 
from wood aging. Drink from 2017 and at least until 
2025.   Diageo Chateau & Estate Wines . — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      90   Louis Latour   2012     Vosne-Romanée .  This is 
well balanced, ripe and with a good link be-

tween the structure and the fragrant, perfumed red 
berries. The wine is full of fruit and acidity while 
having a core of dark tannins that will allow it to 
age. It will be best drunk aft er 2018.   Louis Latour 
Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 90   

CHAMBOLLE-MUSIGNY

      94   Alex Gambal   2013   Aux Échanges Premier Cru  
  ( Chambolle-Musigny ).  Aux Echanges is one 

of the smallest Premier Crus in Chambolle on the 
northern end close to Morey Saint-Denis, an area 
that gives a fi rm character to the wine. The struc-
ture is all there with some solid tannins although 
the wine also has superripe red fruits that are deli-
cious and jammy. Full in the mouth, it is still young, 
so drink from 2019.   Ruby Wines Inc .  Cellar Selec-
tion  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 125   

      93   Domaine Méo-Camuzet   2013   Les Cras Pre-
mier Cru    ( Chambolle-Musigny ).  A beautifully 

perfumed wine, this off ers a line of fi ne tannins and 
brilliant aromatic fruitiness. Cherries and straw-
berries show strongly against a backdrop of tan-
nins and structure. The aft ertaste, still with a hint 
of dryness, is round with great fragrant fruit. Drink 
from 2019.   Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant . — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      93   Henri de Villamont   2012   Les Baudes Premier 
Cru    ( Chambolle-Musigny ).  Smoky aromas 

hint at a wine with a strong sense of structure and 
weight. It is concentrated, still full of tannins, dark 
tension and acidity. Rich strawberry fruits are just a 
hint at the moment, leaving a wine with power and 
longevity. Drink from 2019.   Wegmann . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      93   Joseph Drouhin   2012   Premier Cru    ( Cham-
bolle-Musigny ).  Ripe and full of raspberries, 

this has a structure well cushioned by the ripe tex-
ture. The wine is packed with acidity while having 
a sense of fl oral, aromatic fruitiness. From four dif-
ferent parcels in premier cru, this seductive wine 
will also age well. Drink from 2018.   Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 113   

      92   Henri de Villamont   2012   Les Chatelots Pre-
mier Cru    ( Chambolle-Musigny ).  Tight and 

fi rm, this is a solid and structured wine. While it 
has all the generosity of a Chambolle, it also has 
fi ne tannins, dark fruits and a strong line in acidity. 
Smoky and dense, it will age well; drink from 2018.  
 Haskell’s Minneapolis . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      91   Henri de Villamont   2012   Les Feusselottes Pre-
mier Cru    ( Chambolle-Musigny ).  Still young 

with its fresh raspberry acidity all in place, this is 
a fragrant and perfumed wine. A core of tannins 
hold its place, while it is the bright fruit and gener-
ous texture that are most marked. The aft ertaste is 
fresh, fruity and has the structure for aging. Drink 
from 2018.   Wegmann . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      90   Alex Gambal   2013     Chambolle-Musigny .  This 
wine is generous, rounded and soft . Rich 



  
WINEMAG.COM |  249

red fruits dominate, exploding in the mouth with 
red cherry and raspberry fl avors. It is a soft  wine, 
perfumed with delicious, forward fruitiness. Drink 
from 2017.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 85   

      88   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2013     Chambolle-
Musigny .  This is a very perfumed wine, full 

of red fruits and hedgerow berry fl avors cut with 
some fi rm tannins. It has an aromatic character that 
is typical of Chambolle-Musigny, a soft , warm tex-
ture that is developing behind the tannins. It needs 
to age, so drink from 2018.   Misa Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 102   

GEVREY-CHAMBERTIN

      95   Joseph Drouhin   2012   Lavaux Saint-Jacques 
Premier Cru    ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  This wine 

has power and fi rm tannins. Intensely fresh, it of-
fers acidity and red-currant fl avors that burst out 
of the dark, dry core. It’s complex, with a touch of 
spice from wood aging that gives an elegant, deli-
cious aft ertaste. Drink from 2019.   Dreyfus, Ashby & 
Co .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 168   

      95   Louis Jadot   2013   Clos Saint-Jacques Premier 
Cru    ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  Concentrated and 

powerful, this wine is rich and full in the mouth, 
with wonderful ripe fruits over the great tannins. It 
is solid, dark and dense, full of smoky fl avors and a 
rich strawberry fl avor. Drink from 2022.   Kobrand . 
 Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 208   

      95   Louis Jadot   2013   Lavaux Saint-Jacques Pre-
mier Cru    ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  Severe and 

austere at this stage, this solid, dark wine has all 
the weight of a wine from Gevrey, concentrated and 
densely tannic. It’s fi rm, packed with dark plum 
fruit and perfumed acidity. It’s foursquare, demand-
ing long aging. Drink from 2021   Kobrand .  Cellar Se-
lection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 135   

      94   Louis Jadot   2013   Les Estournelles Saint-
Jacques Premier Cru    ( Gevrey-Chambertin ). 

 This wine is dark and dense, very closed at this 
young stage. But wait for that rich fruit to burst out 
to give its intense acidity and ripeness to the wine. 
It’s a powerhouse of fl avors, spice and dark mineral-
ity. Drink from 2022.   Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 133   

      93   Henri de Villamont   2012   Petite Chapelle Pre-
mier Cru    ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  This wine 

has all the tannins you would expect from Gevry, al-
though with some suppleness. They are surrounded 
by ripe red berry fruits, a rich texture of spice and 
delicious, refreshing acidity. It’s a dense wine, com-
plex and worth aging. Drink from 2018.   Wegmann . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA   

      93   Louis Jadot   2013   Les Cazetiers Premier Cru  
  ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  Rich, juicy and packed 

with both wood fl avors and delicious red fruits, this 
concentrated and dense wine has a wonderful sense 
of freshness. There is a strong mineral texture, with 
tannins that come from ripe fruit as well as wood. 
The whole wine is fi nished with acidity, spice and a 
full-bodied, rich aft ertaste.   Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 135   

      93   Louis Jadot   2013   Petite Chapelle Premier Cru  
  ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  With big, ripe fruits, 

this powerful wine oozes rich plum and spice fl a-
vors. It is dark and intense, concentrated with both 
acidity and wood aging. A line of freshness gives this 
dense wine an impressive lift  of raspberry and red 
currant fl avors. Drink from 2021.   Kobrand . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 122   

      93   Louis Max   2013   Clos Prieur Premier Cru  
  ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  From a vineyard that 

lies just beneath the Grand Cru vineyards of Gevrey-
Chambertin, this is a well-structured wine. It has 
a smoky character from the wood aging, giving 
complexity to the red fruits and dense texture. The 
acidity of the vintage shows strongly, giving a fruity 
aft ertaste. Drink from 2020.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . 
 Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 103   

      92   Louis Latour   2012   Les Cazetiers Premier Cru  
  ( Gevrey-Chambertin ).  This wine has a fi rm 

structure, solid with tannins and a dense, complex 
balance between acidity and perfumed red berry fl a-
vors. It is juicy, full of freshness as well as consider-
able tannins. It needs to be aged for several years; 
drink from 2019.   Louis Latour Inc .  Cellar Selection  .  
— R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 120   

      92   Louis Max   2013   Les Azerottes    ( Gevrey-Cham-
bertin ).  Rich and concentrated, this wine 

shows the fi rm tannins of a Gevrey-Chambertin. 
Ripe berry fruits and beautiful acidity contrast with 
this structure. The fresh aft ertaste with its fl avors 
of raspberries and dark cherries will be very fi ne. 
Drink from 2018.   Slocum & Sons, Inc .  Cellar Selec-
tion  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 60   

      90   Domaine Méo-Camuzet   2013     Gevrey-Cham-
bertin .  This wine has the proper power and 

structure of Gevrey, with fi rm tannins under the 
ripe red berry and cherry fruits. There is great juicy 
acidity as well as a fi rmer structure that will let the 
wine age. Drink from 2017.   Kermit Lynch Wine Mer-
chant . — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      86   Labouré-Roi   2013     Gevrey-Chambertin .  This 
wine is lean, with fresh acidity and stalky, 

dry fruitiness. The tannins and the intense acidity 
suggest a wine that is not going to broaden out and 
will always be on the austere side. Drink from 2017. 
This is one of the fi rst vintages since Labouré-Roi, 

which was hit by scandal in 2012, passed into new 
ownership.   Fruit of the Vines, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 45   

OTHER CÔTE DE NUITS

      92   Alex Gambal   2013     Vougeot .  There are not 
many village wines made in Vougeot with 

the large areas devoted to Premier and Grand Cru. 
This wine has reminiscences of the structure of 
those top wines although it is delicious in its fra-
grant strawberries, full and with just the right 
amount of acidity. The fruit comes from the Clos du 
Château. Drink from 2018.   Ruby Wines Inc .  Cellar 
Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 85   

      88   Domaine Méo-Camuzet   2013     Fixin .  Very 
fresh and fruity, this wine from the north 

end of the Côte de Nuits has tight acidity and plenty 
of raspberry fruit, fragrant and perfumed. It should 
be ready to drink from 2017.   Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant . — R.V.  
abv:  NA  Price: $ NA   

      87   Louis Max   2013     Côtes de Nuits Villages .  From 
vineyards outside the main village appel-

lations of the Côte de Nuits, this is a fi rm, almost 
austere wine. It has a dry extract character that is 
suppressing the red plum and berry fruit fl avors. 
Give it time, although it is probably always going to 
be dry.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 31   

      84   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2013   Belle Ca-
naille    ( Bourgogne Hautes Côtes de Nuits ). 

 The Hautes Côtes need a good vintage to shine. The 
2013 was not one of those vintages and this lean 
wine shows its structure more than its fruit. It gives 
a dry, tannic character that is unlikely to soft en 
greatly. It could be worth waiting and drinking from 
2017.   Misa Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 28   

MERCUREY

      89   Louis Max   2013   Vignes du Domaine    ( Mercu-
rey ).  Light in color while full of fruit, this is 

a ripe and jammy wine. A good core of tannins are 
surrounded by ripe cherry and strawberry-fl avored 
fruits. There is a good future for this dense wine, so 
drink from 2017.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 33   

      88   Louis Max   2014   Domaine la Marche    ( Mercu-
rey ).  This wine is rich with the sort of fi rm 

tannins that will give great supporting structure 
to the ripe berry fruits. With a juicy character, the 
wine is fresh and balanced with the solid tannins. 
It likely will be ready to drink from 2018.   Slocum & 
Sons, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 32   
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      87   Vignerons de Mancey   2013   Cuvée Agnès de 
Couëdic    ( Mercurey ).  Already this wine is so 

smooth that it is quite ready to drink. With its berry 
fruit fl avors that are lift ed by acidity, it is well bal-
anced between mineral tannins and fruitiness. The 
aft ertaste is full and round.   Apollo Fine Spirits . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      84   Vignerons de Buxy   2013   Buissonnier    ( Mer-
curey ).  This wine is so light, all bright fruit 

and crisp acidity. A stalky, herbal element contrasts 
with the red currant fruit fl avors. The wine could be 
better from 2016.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 26   

OTHER CÔTE CHALONNAISE

      90   Domaine Clos Salomon   2013   Clos Salomon 
Premier Cru    ( Givry ).  This rich, creamy, juicy 

wine is full of strawberry fruits and ripe tannins. It 
has weight and density as well as powerful struc-
ture. A fresh black-cherry character comes through, 
giving acidity and a perfumed aft ertaste. Drink from 
2017.   Le Serbet . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 45   

      86   Vignerons de Buxy   2013   Buissonnier    ( Côte 
Chalonnaise ).  This light and fruity wine 

has acidity sustaining the red-cherry fl avors. It has 
a dry core along with really juicy fl avors and soft  
tannins. Drink now, although the wine will be even 
fruitier from 2016.   Ruby Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

      85   Louis Latour   2012     Rully .  This is tight, with 
acidity that cuts through the red fruits and 

perfumed raspberry fl avors. It is light and bright, 
with minimal tannin and just a hint of structure.  
 Louis Latour Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 40   

      85   Vignerons de Buxy   2012   Clos Jus Premier Cru  
  ( Givry ).  Behind the fi rm tannins there is a 

fruity wine here. It has red-berry fl avors that are 
lift ed by acidity and given shape by tannins. At the 
same time, it is a light wine, likely to age fast, wear-
ing its fresh fruitiness easily. Drink from 2016.   Ruby 
Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 35   

BOURGOGNE EPINEUIL

      90   Domaine Dominique Gruhier   2013   Cuvée 
Juliette    ( Bourgogne Epineuil ).  Smooth and 

perfumed, this has a delicious, ripe black-fruit 
character. It is full of wood, spice and smoky tan-
nins that demand aging. The wine is dense and 
layered with acidity as well as beautiful fruitiness. 
Drink from 2018.   Le Serbet . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 34   

      90   Domaine Dominique Gruhier   2013   L’Ame des 
Dannots    ( Bourgogne Epineuil ).  Packed with 

black cherry and raspberry fl avors, this solid, wood-
aged wine has both great acidity and dark, fi rm tan-
nins. It shows rich fruit through the structured 
wood, giving freshness and a generous aft ertaste.   Le 
Serbet . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 34   

      89   Domaine Dominique Gruhier   2013   Côte de 
Grisey    ( Bourgogne Epineuil ).  This wine is 

ripe and concentrated. It’s packed with red fruit 
while also having solid tannins that give a fi rm 
structure. Acidity shoots through at the end to give 
a fresh lift , although the wine needs to age. Drink 
from 2017.   Le Serbet . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 28   

      88   Domaine Dominique Gruhier   2013     Bourgogne 
Epineuil .  A perfumed wine that has some 

concentration, this is more about richness and ripe 
fruit, showing impressive sweetness and red-fruit 
generosity. Spice, tannins and some freshness lie 
at the back of this wine that is ready to drink.   Le 
Serbet . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 25   

BOURGOGNE

      87   Louis Max   2013   Côte Chalonnaise    ( Bour-
gogne ).  Louis Max has a particular affi  nity 

with the Côte Chalonnaise and this structured and 
fi rm wine shows good judgment. With acidity and 
a mineral element along with the fragrant berry 
fruits, the wine is ready to drink, although it will be 
better from 2016.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 23   

      86   Alex Gambal   2013   Cuvée des Deux Papis  
  ( Bourgogne ).  Fresh while also ripe and jam-

my, this is a strawberry-fl avored wine with attrac-
tive acidity at the back. It is soft , lightly structured 
with lift ed, perfumed fruitiness. Drink now.   Ruby 
Wines Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 30   

      85   Labouré-Roi   2014     Bourgogne .  This fruity 
wine has soft  and tannins and a jammy 

backdrop. It is ripe and full in the mouth with 
strawberry and red plum jelly fl avors. Drink now. 
This is one of the fi rst vintages since Labouré-Roi, 
which was hit by scandal in 2012, passed into new 
ownership.   Fruit of the Vines, Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      85   Louis Max   2013   Beaucharme    ( Bourgogne ). 
 This fresh, fruity wine is full of red cherry 

and berry fl avors. A light touch of tannin holds the 
fruit and acidity together. It’s a fi ne, simple Bur-
gundy, ready to be drunk now.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . 
— R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

      84   Vignerons de Mancey   2014     Bourgogne .  Red 
fruits dominate this wine with its soft  tan-

nins and wild strawberry fl avors. It is young, al-
though with its gentle texture it is ready to drink 
now. The wine comes from the northern part of the 
Mâcon region.   Apollo Fine Spirits . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

COTEAUX BOURGUIGNONS

      88   Vignerons de Bel Air   2014   Grande QV   Gamay  
( Coteaux Bourguignons ).  Made from se-

lected parcels of Gamay, this structured wine off ers 
both fruit and fresh acidity. It has a dry core, giving 
a solid wine with some aging potential. Aromatic 
and fresh red fruits complete a wine that will be 
better from 2016.   Matinicus Wines, LLC . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 16   

      85   Louis Max   2014   Pinot Noir-Gamay  ( Coteaux 
Bourguignons ).  Blending Pinot Noir and 

Gamay, this wine comes from a new Burgundy-wide 
appellation that can include fruit from Beaujolais. 
It’s a style of wine that needs to be drunk young and 
fruity, with black cherry fl avors and refreshing acid-
ity. Drink this lively wine now.   Slocum & Sons, Inc . 
— R.V.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 13   

      84   Jean-Luc and Paul Aegerter   2014   Léon   Pinot 
Noir-Gamay  ( Coteaux Bourguignons ).  This 

wine has a bitter edge to it, although attractive fruit 
lies underneath. It is juicy, packed with red fruits 
and acidity, although that surface bitterness is off -
putting.   Misa Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 23   

PROVENCE
WHITE WINES

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

      92   Château Saint-Maur   2014   L´Excellence  
  ( Côtes de Provence ).  From the top range 

produced at the estate, this rich wine is kept re-
freshing by the acidity. Peach and pineapple fruits 
balance with a squeeze of lemon giving the wine a 
light touch. There is a tangy, orange zest accent in 
the crisp aft ertaste.   Private Cask Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 45   

      91   Château Sainte-Marguerite   2014   Symphony  
 Vermentino  ( Côtes de Provence ).  Packed in 

an elegant bottle, this is a 100% Vermentino (aka 
Rolle) wine. The wine has a naturally rich character 
that is generous while also having plenty of acidity. 
Lemon and ripe apricots combine easily and giving 
a smooth, creamy aft ertaste.   Dreyfus, Ashby & Co . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 30   
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      91   Domaines Ott   2014   Clos Mireille    ( Côtes de 
Provence ).  You can almost taste the nearby 

sea in this salty, tangy wine. It is very fresh, bright 
while full in the mouth with apricot and pear fl a-
vors. Generous and ripe, the crisp, bright aft ertaste 
melds with the smooth and creamy texture. Drink 
from 2016.   Maisons Marques & Domaines USA . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 50   

      90   Château Grand Boise   2014     Côtes de 
Provence .  This is a perfumed, rich and bal-

anced wine, with yellow fruits cut by fresh lemons. 
A light tangy texture gives an attractive lift . Drink 
now, although the wine will be better from late 
2016.   Soilair Selection .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 23   

      90   Domaine du Grand Cros   2014   L’Esprit de 
Provence   Rolle  ( Côtes de Provence ).  For full 

review see page 165.   Editors’ Choice  .  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 19   

      89   Château la Mascaronne   2014   Vita Bella  
  ( Côtes de Provence ).  With rich pear and 

apricot fl avors, this is a blend of old-vine Ugni Blanc 
and Rolle. Ripe and full bodied, it is pointed up with 
spice that balances the fresh fruitiness. The wine, 
tangy and with a warm aft ertaste, is ready to drink.  
 Integrity Wines LLC . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Château Saint-André de Figuière   2014   Cuvée 
Valérie    ( Côtes de Provence ).  This fresh, bal-

anced wine has acidity that gives a refreshing char-
acter. Perfumed and full of lemon and crisp apple 
fl avors, the wine is ready to drink, although it wil be 
better from 2016.   AP Wine Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ NA   

      89   Mas de Cadenet   2014     Côtes de Provence . 
 Produced from organically grown grapes, 

this wine is fruity, crisp and apple fresh. An at-
tractive herbal character keeps it bright and also 
gives a mineral, tangy texture. Age the wine for a 
few months and drink from mid-2016.   David Bowler 
Wine . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 23   

      88   Château les Crostes   2014     Côtes de Provence . 
 Very fruity, this still-young wine has a 

tight, apple and green-plum texture that is still de-
veloping, with a juicy background and herbal edge. 
It needs to age a few months, so drink from 2016.  
 Robert Kacher Selections . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Château Saint-Maur   2014     Côtes de Provence . 
 Close to the beaches of Saint-Tropez, this 

estate has produced a light-hearted wine that is 
fresh and crisp. The blend of Ugni Blanc, Clairette 
and Rolle give a light, bright character, with lemon 
and refreshing fi nal acidity.   Private Cask Imports . 
— R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Hecht & Bannier   2014   Vermentino  ( Côtes de 
Provence ).  Produced from vineyards in the 

mountains away from the coast, this cool wine still 
gives free rein to the richness of Vermentino. There 
is an herbal touch, some spice and ripe apricot fl a-
vors. Balanced and fruity now, it will be better from 
2016.   Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      87   Château Sainte Roseline   2014   Cuvée Lampe 
de Méduse    ( Côtes de Provence ).  A crisp and 

fruity wine, this is fresh, full of lemon and grape-
fruit fl avors with a warmer layer of ripe pear. It’s ar-
omatic, refreshing and full of life. The acidity gives 
the whole wine a lift .   Banks Channel . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28   

OTHER WHITE WINES

      91   Domaine d’Estoublon   2012     Alpilles .  The Al-
pilles mountains, due north of Marseilles, 

have a dry microclimate all their own. This wine, 
with its blend of grapes found in the Rhône Valley, 
is warm, ripe and broad in fl avor. Matured in tradi-
tional amphora and in wood, it is a rich, toasty, im-
pressive wine that is now just ready to drink.   VOS 
Selections . — R.V.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 32   

      87   Commanderie de la Bargemone   2014     Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence .  This wine is soft  and 

smooth, with just the right amount of acidity to 
ruffl  e the surface. An attractive fl oral character will 
remain as the wine ages. For now, the acidity and 
fresh white fruits are young and crisp. Drink from 
mid-2016.   Hand Picked Selections . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

PROVENCE
ROSÉS

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

      88   Gassier   2014   Château Beaulieu   Rosé  ( Cote-
aux d’Aix-en-Provence ).  This is a deliciously 

refreshing wine. It’s acidity and red-currant fruits 
are bright, crisp and right up front. The rounder, 
caramel and spice backdrop to all this fruitiness 
makes it just right for the table.   Opici Wines . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Château Barbebelle   2014   Cuvée Madeleine  
 Rosé  ( Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence ).  Rich and 

fruity, this wine is a full-bodied rosé. It has ripe red 
fruits and a touch of tannin along with balanced 
acidity. With its up-front richness, it is a food wine, 
rather than an apéritif.   European Wine Imports . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

      87   Commanderie de la Bargemone   2014   Rosé  
( Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence ).  From an estate 

that dates back to the 13th century, this rich wine is 
fully formed, ripe in red currant and crushed straw-
berry fl avors. The balance between the delicious 
fruit and the acidity is showing well. Drink now.  
 Hand Picked Selections . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

COTEAUX VAROIS EN 
PROVENCE

      88   Gassier   2014   Abbaye Saint-Hilaire   Rosé  ( Co-
teaux Varois en Provence ).  The small en-

clave of Coteaux Varois produces lighter wines than 
Côtes de Provence. This fresh and smooth wine is 
typical, with an attractive poise that comes from 
ripe strawberry fl avors and the lightest acidity. It’s 
real apéritif style of wine.   Cannon Wines Limited . 
— R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      87   Le Cercle des Vignerons Saint-Louis   2014   Dia-
marine   Rosé  ( Coteaux Varois en Provence ). 

 Coteaux Varois is a small area in the heart of the 
Provence vineyards. This wine is fresh, fruity and 
light in texture. With its strawberry fruits, it has a 
crisp side and attractive acidity. The wine, with its 
fresh aft ertaste, is ready to drink.   Wine and Beyond 
Imports .  Best Buy  .  — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 12   

      86   Le Cercle des Vignerons Saint-Louis   2014   Lu-
mière de Provence   Rosé  ( Coteaux Varois en 

Provence ).  This is a soft  and fruity wine, ripe with 
red-berry fruits and perfumed acidity. A light touch 
of caramel and tannin give the right structure, and 
the aft ertaste is bright and fruity.   Santa Maria Im-
ports . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 14   

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

      92   Domaines Ott   2014   Clos Mireille   Rosé  ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  Ott specializes in rosés with 

weight and alcohol. Everything is so well integrated 
that they are only a part of a rich, fruity wine that 
has a dense texture, with spice and generous straw-
berry fruits. Full and defi nitely for food, the wine 
should be aged another few months, so drink from 
mid-2016.   Maisons Marques & Domaines USA . 
— R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 49   

      91   Château d’Esclans   2014   Rock Angel   Rosé  
( Côtes de Provence ).  For full review see page 

160.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 35   

      90   Château Grand Boise   2014   Jadis   Rosé  ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  Herbal and fruity aromas 

lead into a ripe, while still dry wine. Mint and spice 
characteristics goes with the red-plum fruits to give 
a textured wine that also has some weight. The af-
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tertaste is perfumed and crisp.   Soilair Selection . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Château la Gordonne   2014   La Chapelle Gor-
donne   Rosé  ( Côtes de Provence ).  Pale in col-

or, this is a delicious, ripe and also fresh rosé. Crisp, 
bright acidity comes from the raspberry fl avors that 
are light and perfumed. The wine has structure as 
well as a mineral texture. Drink now, although it 
will be very enjoyable until 2017.   Vranken Pommery 
America . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 23   

      90   Château les Crostes   2014   Cuvée Prestige  
 Rosé  ( Côtes de Provence ).  Pale in color, this 

ripe, full-bodied wine has a rich core of red fruits 
and spicy acidity. The wine is concentrated while 
still keeping elegance and fresh fruitiness. The af-
tertaste is full and smooth.   Robert Kacher Selec-
tions . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 26   

      90   Domaine Gavoty   2014   Cuvée Clarendon   Rosé  
( Côtes de Provence ).  This impressively con-

centrated wine focuses on the brilliant red fruits 
that shine through the generous texture. It is ripe, 
with a streak of fresh acidity at the end to give the 
essential refreshing aft ertaste.   Margate Wine & 
Spirit Company . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 30   

      90   Domaines Ott   2014   Château de Selle   Rosé  
( Côtes de Provence ).  So pale, this wine is 

almost white. The fruit and the red-berry fl avors 
are defi nitely those of a rosé, a fruity, full wine with 
a touch of spice as well as a tight, mineral texture. 
Weight and ripeness are balanced by a fresh, crisp 
aft ertaste. Drink now.   Maisons Marques & Do-
maines USA . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 50   

      88   Château Castel des Maures   2014   Cuvée 
Jeanne   Rosé  ( Côtes de Provence ).  This is an 

immediately attractive, fruity wine. Crisp acidity 
cuts through the red currant and berry fruits to give 
a light and refreshing wine that has a tight, mineral 
aft ertaste.   Total Beverage Solution . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Château les Crostes   2014   Rosé  ( Côtes de 
Provence ).  This is developing into a deli-

cious, fresh and fruity wine, tangy with acidity that 
cuts into the strawberry fruits and gives a crisp 
edge. The wine has some weight, is bone dry and 
will be better with food than as an apéritif.   Robert 
Kacher Selections . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Xavier Fleuret   2014   Nationale 7   Rosé  ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  Named aft er the old road that 

used to bring vacationers from the north to the 
beaches of Provence, this wine is smooth and soft , 
with a defi nite touch of sunshine in its fl avors. The 

acidity, well in balance, is light and bright, a breeze 
across the red fruit fl avors.   Cognac One, LLC . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 20   

      87   Château la Gordonne   2014   Vérité du Terroir  
 Rosé  ( Côtes de Provence ).  While rich, this 

wine is well balanced with its fresh acidity and wild 
strawberry fl avors. Citrus and a tangy orange tex-
ture are both attractive and give the wine a great 
lift . Drink now.   Vranken Pommery America . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 17   

      86   Domaine Gavoty   2014   Cuvée Tradition   Rosé  
( Côtes de Provence ).  A fragrant and fruity 

wine, this is full of red-raspberry and orange-zest 
fl avors. It is full, with a light touch that comes from 
the acidity and tangy aft ertaste.   Margate Wine & 
Spirit Company . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      85   Gassier   2014   Sables d’Azur   Rosé  ( Côtes de 
Provence ).  With its pale sunset color and 

light raspberry fl avors, this is a fresh, crisp wine. 
The tang of lemon zest and acidity is part of the 
fruitiness without dominating. Drink now.   Bronco 
Wine Company . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 12   

PROVENCE
RED WINES

COTEAUX D’AIX-EN-PROVENCE

      93   Château Vignelaure   2010     Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence .  This serious wine is still develop-

ing even aft er fi ve years. It is rich, dense and con-
centrated with fi rm tannins that lie under the ripe 
black fruits and acidity. From vineyards to the east 
of Aix-en-Provence, the wine has a mineral, struc-
tured character that needs to age. Drink from 2018.  
 MacArthur Beverages .  Cellar Selection  .  — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 32   

      93   Château Vignelaure   2009     Coteaux d’Aix-en-
Provence .  This wine is now in perfect condi-

tion. Just mature, it has great swathes of ripe plum 
and dark berry fruits that are textured with tight, 
spicy tannins. Balanced and rich, it shows mint 
and a concentrated structure. Drink now and until 
2020.   MacArthur Beverages . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 33   

      92   Commanderie de la Bargemone   2010   Cuvée 
Elisabeth    ( Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence ).  At 

fi ve years, this balanced, ripe wine is both elegant 
and concentrated. Fine tannins support the red 
cherry and black berry fruits, with layers of acid-
ity and minerality. The wine, well balanced, is ready 
to drink.   Hand Picked Selections .  Editors’ Choice  .  
— R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28   

      90   Commanderie de la Bargemone   2011   Cuvée 
Marina    ( Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence ).  This is 

a rich, juicy and full-bodied wine. Despite its high 
alcohol, it has a freshness from the berry fruits that 
are balanced by acidity. It has soft ened and broad-
ened out enough to give a sense of its excellent po-
tential. Drink from late 2016.   Hand Picked Selec-
tions . — R.V.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      88   Château Barbebelle   2013   Cuvée Madeleine  
  ( Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence ).  The chalk soil 

of Barbebelle has given a stalky, textured and struc-
tured wine that is still young. Black currant fruits 
come through the dry tannins and herbal fl avors. 
As it matures, these elements should work together 
well, so wait to drink until 2017.   European Wine 
Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 19   

      86   Commanderie de la Bargemone   2012   La 
Bargemone    ( Coteaux d’Aix-en-Provence ). 

 This is soft  and generously fruity wine. It has spice, 
ripe red-berry fruits and just enough tannin to give 
structure. Touches of chocolate and bitter coff ee are 
rounding out well to allow the fruit and ripe texture 
to speak. Drink from 2017.   Hand Picked Selections . 
— R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 19   

CÔTES DE PROVENCE

      92   Château Grand Boise   2012   Cuvée 1610    ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  Named aft er the creation of 

the estate in 1610, this is a big, rich and extracted 
wine. The tough tannins need to soft en further, with 
a powerful core of dryness. As it develops, the wine 
will reveal more of the rich red fruits and juicy fi nal 
acidity that are there. Drink from 2017.   Soilair Se-
lection . — R.V.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 38   

      92   Château la Mascaronne   2013   Fazioli    ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  This rich wine is still young 

and has all its tannins intact as well as ripe black 
fruits that push out of the dense structure. Wood 
aging shows in a toasty edge that will round out. 
Wait and drink this wine from 2017.   Integrity Wines 
LLC .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      91   Château Saint-Maur   2013   L’Excellence    ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  This is a spicy wine with mint 

aromas and rich juicy fruits. It is dense, powerful 
and concentrated while preserving a sense of pro-
portion and style. Dark wood-aging fl avors are still 
showing and need time to integrate. Drink from 
2018.   Private Cask Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 45   

      91   Château Sainte Roseline   2013   La Chapelle 
de Sainte Roseline    ( Côtes de Provence ).  This 

beautifully structured wine has tannins and a dry 
core, but they are surrounded by ripe black fruits 
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and a smooth, luscious texture. Rich and full bod-
ied, the wine is almost drinkable but it will certain-
ly be better from 2017.   Banks Channel . — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 65   

      91   Les Vignobles Gueissard   2013   Cuvée G    ( Côtes 
de Provence ).  This comes from vineyards 

close to the Bandol appellation, and therefore close 
to the sea. It is a rich, full wine that has a concen-
trated character and ripe tannins. Bold plum and 
blackberry fl avors give the wine ripeness while 
keeping everything in structure. Drink from 2017.  
 BBR Imports .  Best Buy  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      90   Château les Crostes   2012     Côtes de Provence . 
 This smooth, ripe wine has delicious juicy 

fruits. The tannins lie behind the rich fruitiness, 
giving just the right amount of structure to the 
wine. It is ready to drink, although waiting until 
2017 will make it even better.   Robert Kacher Selec-
tions . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      90   Château Saint-Maur   2013     Côtes de Provence . 
 Saint-Maur’s vines are planted close to 

Saint-Tropez in one of the warmest sectors of the 
Provence coast. This wine is fi rm and tannic, with 
signs of bitter coff ee from extraction that are bal-
anced by the ripe black-currant fl avors. It will de-
velop well; drink aft er 2017.   Private Cask Imports . 
 Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Château Sainte Roseline   2013   Cuvée Lampe 
de Méduse    ( Côtes de Provence ).  This wine 

is structured and full of tannin. It is dry, fi rm, the 
fruit still buried behind the dense texture. Hints of 
potential juiciness show the potential of the ripe 
wine that will come. Drink from 2018.   Banks Chan-
nel . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 28   

      88   Château Barbanau   2013   L’Instant    ( Côtes de 
Provence ).  Rich and juicy, this has tannins 

and wood-aging fl avors that are already well inte-
grated into the ripe, jammy berry fruits. The wine is 
still young, although it can be drunk now. Better to 
wait until 2017.   Francki Wine . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      88   Château les Valentines   2013     Côtes de 
Provence .  Bold and fruity, this ripe wine has 

rich black fruits that are still tied to young tannins. 
A ripeness to the fruit will allow the wine to age, 
with tannins soft ening and fi lling out. Drink from 
2017.   New England Wine and Spirits Inc . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Château des Demoiselles   2013     Côtes de 
Provence .  This tough and tannic wine is 

tight, with bitter extraction. It is certainly way too 
young, hard edged and not yet showing any fruit. 
The acidity and freshness at the end are the saving 

grace and suggest the wine could soft en. Wait until 
2018.   Atlanta Improvement Co . — R.V.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 30   

      87   Domaine Saint-André de Figuière   2013   Cu-
vée François Signature    ( Côtes de Provence ). 

 Earthy aromas lead to a wine that is still young and 
tannic, fi rm with a dry core and dark-chocolate fl a-
vors. It will be a concentrated wine as it develops, 
so wait until 2017.   AP Wine Imports . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 22   

      87   Les Vignobles Gueissard   2013   Les Papilles  
  ( Côtes de Provence ).  This is a structured, 

still young and extracted wine, with dark tannins 
and spice from the wood aging. In the background, 
the red-berry fruits are developing and fi lling out 
to give a balance to the wine. Drink from 2017.  
 Winebow . — R.V.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

OTHER RED WINES

      92   Château d’Estoublon   2010     Les Baux de 
Provence .  Like all wines from Les Baux, this 

is made from organically grown grapes. It’s rich, 
packed with dense black fruits and tannins. With 
Cabernet Sauvignon in the blend giving structure, 
this concentrated wine will repay aging. Drink from 
2017.   VOS Selections .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 30   

      91   Château Grand Boise   2013     Côtes de Provence 
Sainte-Victoire .  This structured, ripe wine 

shows great potential. It has spicy red fruits, black-
berry and currant fl avors and a dense, tannic struc-
ture. Juicy acidity gives freshness at the end. Drink 
from 2017.   Soilair Selection .  Editors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Mas de Cadenet   2013     Côtes de Provence 
Sainte-Victoire .  Cigar-box aromas and a 

rich character give this wine a sense of perfumed 
concentration. It is young, with a stalky character 
still evident. The structure is fi rm, and the black-
berry fruits still coming together. Give this wine un-
til 2017 before drinking.   David Bowler Wine .  Edi-
tors’ Choice  .  — R.V.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 23   

      87   Château Sainte-Marguerite   2013   Cuvée Sym-
phonie    ( Côtes de Provence La Londe ).  With 

its tall, elegant bottle, this wine is designed to be 
an event. Perhaps too much so, for the wine itself 
is tough, extracted and needs a long time to soft en. 
Wood fl avors are very evident at this stage, mask-
ing the potential of the black currant fruits. Wait 
at least until 2018 before drinking.   Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co . — R.V.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 29   

LANGUEDOC
WHITE WINES

CORBIÈRES

      90   Château Ollieux Romanis   2013   Cuvée Pres-
tige    ( Corbières ).  Aromas of chalk, lime-

stone, sweet pea, orange blossom, lime leaf, ginger 
and nectarine dance on the nose of this beautiful 
white. The medium-weight mouthfeel off ers fresh, 
attractive fl avors of green melon and citrus rind, 
with a baking spice accent that lingers soft ly on the 
fi nish.   Langdon Shiverick . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 29   

      90   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Château de Villemajou 
Grand Vin    ( Corbières ).  Crisp, light and ethe-

real, this blend of Roussanne, Marsanne and Ver-
mentino off ers attractive herbal aromas of lavender, 
laurel and honeysuckle that are partnered with ripe 
fruit tones of apple, yellow melon and orange. The 
medium-weight palate is smoothly textured, with 
good cut to the ripe fruit fl avors and a lingering 
sweet-spice accent on the close.   USA Wine West . 
— L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 45   

      86   Château Ollieux Romanis   2013   Cuvée Clas-
sique    ( Corbières ).  Ripe aromas of peach, 

melon, apple and pineapple unfold on the nose of 
this wine, with additional hints of hay and fl int that 
add an earthy streak. The light-weight palate shows 
a soft  prickle of acidity that then fades quickly on 
the fi nish, feeling a touch fl at. Drink now.   Langdon 
Shiverick . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

LIMOUX

      91   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Aigle Royal   Chardonnay  
( Limoux ).  Opulent, rich and fl avorful, this 

is a bold, oaky wine that’s brimming with aromas 
and fl avors of baked apple, brioche, pie crust, clo-
ved orange and peach pit. Lush and mouthfi lling, 
the creamy texture and lush fl avors are lift ed by 
ample acidity, with a lingering baking spice fl avor 
on the fi nish. Drinkable now, but should evolve well 
through 2019.   USA Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 80   

      90   Domaine de Baron’Arques   2013   le   Chardon-
nay  ( Limoux ).  There’s a subtle fl inty char-

acter to the nose of this Chardonnay, supported by 
more assertive notes of toasted apple, tangerine, 
pear and lime rind. It’s a well-balanced selection, 
with a bright fi nish that off ers a soft  toasted spice 
accent on the close.   Plume Ridge . — L.B.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 40   

      90   S. Delafont   2012   Chardonnay  ( Limoux ). 
 Touches of matchstick, garrigue herbs and 

lime leaf complement the green apple- and pear-
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fruit core of this well-balanced, attractive Chardon-
nay. There’s a slight creaminess to the palate, lift ed 
by medium acidity to keep the mouthfeel fresh and 
the fi nish clean. Accents of toast and sweet spice 
dance on the close.   Cognac One, LLC . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 30   

LANGUEDOC

      90   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Château l’Hospitalet 
Grand Vin    ( Coteaux du Languedoc ).  This 

wine off ers an attractive bouquet of yellow apple, 
peach, garrigue herbs and subtle toasted spice. 
Those notes continue through to the round, medi-
um-weight palate, with additional fl avors of melon 
and pear adding richness. Ample acidity shines 
through on the fi nish, along with a hint of dried 
apple-skin fl avor.   USA Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Château La Sauva-
geonne Grand Vin    ( Coteaux du Languedoc ). 

 Mature notes of dried apple skin, orange marma-
lade, toasted nuts and popcorn unfold on the nose of 
this rich, savory wine. There’s a pleasant richness to 
the medium-bodied mouthfeel, with a smooth tex-
ture and fi nal hints of apple core and cloved orange 
rind that linger long on the fi nish.   USA Wine West . 
— L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 45   

      87   Domaine de Nizas   2012   Blanc    ( Languedoc ). 
 This is an interesting white, with fruity aro-

mas of apple, melon and pear that are accented by 
hints of mineral, garrigue and clover. The palate is 
surprisingly round and opulent, with dense fl avors 
of peach and pineapple alongside herbal hits of an-
ise seed and fennel bulb. Drink now.   Goelet Wine 
Estates . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ NA   

      84   Domaine de Fabrègues   2014   Le Mas  
  ( Languedoc ).  A blend of 70% Grenache 

Blanc and 30% Vermentino, this shows herbal aro-
mas of mache, lemon thyme and verbena alongside 
fruity tones of green apple and citrus pith. The pal-
ate is light and fl at, needing more vibrancy and in-
tensity to match the nose.   Holiday Beverage . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 28   

OTHER WHITE WINES

      90   Gérard Bertrand   2014   Cigalus    ( Aude 
Hauterive ).  This is a big, bold, powerful 

white, a blend of 80% Chardonnay, 15% Viognier 
and 5% Sauvignon Blanc. Oaky aromas of toast, 
hazelnut and sweet spice abound throughout, grac-
ing the fruit elements of honeydew, baked apple, 
peach pit, clove-spiked orange and buttered nuts. 
The mouthfeel is round and broad, but with ample 
acidic lift  to the palate and through the fi nish to 
keep things fresh. A gingered peach-white tea fl avor 

lingers on the close; try aft er 2017.   USA Wine West . 
— L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      89   Blanville   2014   Riva    ( Pays d’Oc ).  This blend 
of Chardonnay, Grenache Blanc and Rous-

sanne boasts upfront aromas of yellow peach, or-
ange and honeydew, with just a touch of white 
fl orals. The round, slightly creamy palate off ers ad-
ditional notes of apple and white plum fl esh, with 
ample acidity to keep the mouthfeel fresh and the 
fi nish clean. Well balanced and approachable now.  
 Holiday Beverage . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Gérard Bertrand   2014   L’Hospitalet Grand Vin  
  ( La Clape ).  A blend of 40% Bourboulenc, 

30% Roussanne, 20% Vermentino and 10% Viog-
nier, this boasts a highly aromatic bouquet, with 
forward aromas of fresh rosemary, thyme, lemon 
verbena, pressed yellow fl owers, pear and white 
melon that continue through to the lush, round 
palate. Hints of toasted oak and sweet spice add 
depth, lingering on the fi nish alongside touches of 
straw and orange peel. Complex and layered, it’s 
approachable now but should evolve well through 
2018.   Gerard Bertrand USA . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Cigalus    ( Aude 
Hauterive ).  This Chardonnay-led blend, 

with 20% Viognier and 10% Sauvignon, opens with 
mature notes of apple peel, orange rind, toasted 
walnut, honeycomb and baking spice. The round, 
robust off ers those same notes, followed by a subtle, 
refreshing salinity that appears on the fi nish.   USA 
Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 50   

      88   Château de Lancyre   2013   Domaine de Lan-
cyre Val de Monteferrand   Roussanne  ( Saint 

Guilhem le Désert ).  Ripe scents of pineapple, peach, 
lychee and melon are laced with hints of honey and 
orange oil. The palate is lush and mouthfi lling, with 
rich stone- and tropical-fruit fl avors that transition 
into a subtle spice note on the close. Drink now.  
 Hand Picked Selections . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      87   Mas Gabinèle   2014   Grenache Gris  ( Vin de 
Pays de L’Herault ).  A light, dainty selection, 

this opens with soft  scents of menthol and garrigue 
herbs that are framed by hints of pear and white 
melon rind. The palate is similarly light in intensity, 
with subtle fruit fl avors that are complemented by 
touches of ginger and oaky spice. Drink now.   Mar-
gron Skoglund . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 22   

LANGUEDOC
RED WINES

CORBIÈRES-BOUTENAC

      92   Gérard Bertrand   2012   La Forge   Carignan-Syr-
ah  ( Corbières-Boutenac ).  Always a dense, 

dark and concentrated selection, La Forge is a wine 
that is immediately attractive but would be best 
aft er a few years of cellaring. Notes of dark berry 
preserves, muddled boysenberry, raspberry sauce, 
cocoa, leather and truffl  e abound on the nose and 
palate. The mouthfeel is plush and creamy, with 
medium tannins and a texture like crushed velvet. 
The fi nish is long and spicy, off ering notes of black 
pepper and charred oak spice.   USA Wine West . 
— L.B.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 80   

      91   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Château de Villamajou 
Grand Vin    ( Corbières-Boutenac ).  A blend of 

57% Syrah, 26% Carignan and 17% Mourvèdre, 
this bold red opens with tons of assertive garrigue 
characteristics—menthol, bay leaf, lavender, sage—
alongside aromas of purple fl owers, Violets candies, 
red cherry and plum. The medium-weight palate 
boasts fi rm tannins and dark, concentrated black-
fruit fl avors, fi nishing dark and spicy on a charred 
oak and black pepper note.   Gerard Bertrand USA . 
— L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 45   

      90   Château Ollieux Romanis   2013   Atal Sia  
  ( Corbières-Boutenac ).  A blend of 45% 

Carignan, 30% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre and 
5% Syrah, this is a beautifully expressive, well-
balanced Corbières-Boutenac red. Initial aromas of 
dense red plum, raspberry, and strawberry give way 
to secondary scents of rose, lavender and thyme. 
The medium-weight palate shows more fresh fruit 
character, with fi ne yet structured tannins lending 
grip through the close.   Langdon Shiverick . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Gérard Bertrand   2012   Château de Villemajou 
Grand Vin    ( Corbières-Boutenac ).  There’s 

a forward warm and spicy character to this dark, 
brooding wine, with notes of brambly berry and 
plum that are accented by hits of cocoa, violet and 
lavender. The creamy, medium-weight palate boasts 
soft  but structured tannins and a crushed satin tex-
ture, with hints of leather and bittersweet chocolate 
that linger on the close.   USA Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 45   

      89   Château Ollieux Romanis   2013   Cuvée Or  
  ( Corbières-Boutenac ).  The bouquet of this 

wine is currently a bit closed, with tight though 
present scents of blackberry sauce, espresso pow-
der, leather and pressed purple fl ower. The creamy 
palate is round and full, with a crushed-velvet tex-
ture and rich fl avors of black berry and plum. Hints 
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of black pepper and char develop on the fi nish.  
 Langdon Shiverick . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 43   

      87   Château Ollieux Romanis   2013   Cuvée Prestige  
  ( Corbières-Boutenac ).  Boysenberry, rasp-

berry and mulberry fruit characteristics are part-
nered with herbal notes of bay leaf, lavender and 
crushed violet. Well balanced, there’s good lift  to 
the medium-weight palate, with approachable tan-
nins and juicy red-berry fl avors that carry through 
to the fi nish. Drink now.   Langdon Shiverick . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 27   

MINERVOIS LA LIVINIERE

      91   Gérard Bertrand   2012   Le Viala    ( Minervois La 
Liviniere ).  Garrigue herb and purple fl ower 

aromas harmonize seamlessly with the lush black-
berry preserves, boysenberry and raspberry fruit 
core. Ripe fruit fl avors continue through to the 
creamy palate, framed by medium tannins and 
ample acidity. Notes of black pepper, cherry skin 
and bittersweet cocoa linger long on the fi nish.   USA 
Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 80   

      89   L’Ostal Cazes   2012   Grand Vin    ( Minervois La 
Liviniere ).  This blend of 70% Syrah, 15% 

Carignan, 10% Grenache and 5% Mourvèdre opens 
with an assertive garrigue character—lavender, 
thyme, bay—that’s supported by notes of red berry, 
cherry and plum. The medium-weight mouthfeel 
shows fi ne tannins and an easy texture, while violet 
tones unfold on the close.   Multiple U.S. importers . 
— L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   La Croix   2011   Grand Vin   Syrah-Grenache  ( Mi-
nervois La Liviniere ).  A blend of 80% Syrah 

and 20% Grenache, this seductive wine opens with 
rich aromas of chocolate covered cherry, raspberry, 
mocha and black licorice. High acidity lift s the rich 
black-fruit fl avors on the palate, while fi ne tannins 
lend a subtly gripping texture. Drink now.   Baron 
Francois Ltd . — L.B.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 46   

      87   Domaine La Borie Blanche   2012   Terroirs 
D’Altitude    ( Minervois La Liviniere ).  Anise, 

fennel seed and laurel lead the bouquet of this 
blend, framed by fruity tones of small red cherry 
and plum. Made from 70% Syrah, 20% Mourvèdre 
and 10% Grenache, the palate is easy and approach-
able, with a lightness to the body and tannins and 
a quick yet clean close.   Baron Francois Ltd . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 22   

MINERVOIS

      90   Château Tourril   2011   Philippe    ( Minervois ). 
 This blend of 40% Syrah, 30% Grenache 

and 30% Carignan opens with attractive aromas of 

fudgy brownie, mocha latte, dried cherry and rasp-
berry sauce. Medium weight and plush, it’s rich 
and attractive, but not overly done, with fl avors of 
blackberry and cherry that lead into a spicy fi nish of 
black pepper and roasted cocoa nib.   DM Vineyards 
& Partners .  Editors’ Choice  .  — L.B.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Château Tourril   2010   Panatella   Syrah-Gre-
nache  ( Minervois ).  A blend of 80% Syrah 

and 20% Grenache, this boasts assertive aromas 
and fl avors of ripe black cherry, raspberry, bramble 
and licorice root, with accents of black pepper and 
cocoa powder. The velvety tannins frame the dark 
fruit core on the palate, with lingering notes of dried 
fi g and charred pepper on the close.   DM Vineyards 
& Partners . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Babio   2012   Red  ( Minervois ).  Powdery, pil-
lowy scents of violet, iris and garrigue herbs 

dance alongside notes of black raspberry and cherry 
on the nose. More black fruit fl avors unfold on the 
palate, alongside tight, leathery tannins and a black 
tea astringency. This could use some more time to 
harmonize; drink aft er 2016.   Vintage Wine Market-
ing . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 21   

      89   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Syrah-Carignan  ( Mi-
nervois ).  Ripe, jammy fruit aromas and 

fl avors of black berry, cherry and plum abound in 
this attractive wine, with a secondary hint of fudgy 
brownie adding additional decadence. The palate 
is smooth and medium bodied, with approachable 
tannins and ample acidity providing just enough 
structure. Drink now.   USA Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 19   

      88   Château de Cordes   2012   Syrah-Carignan  
( Minervois ).  Warm, spicy scents of bram-

bly blackberry, spiced plum and fruit cake grace 
the bouquet of this 80% Syrah and 20% Carignan 
blend. Hints of graphite add intrigue, while soft  tan-
nins and fruit-skin fl avors lend an attractive earthi-
ness to the palate. An approachable and ready-to-
drink selection.   Hand Picked Selections . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

      86   L’Ostal Cazes   2012   Estibals    ( Minervois ). 
 This blend of 60% Syrah, 20% Carignan 

and 20% Grenache opens with pleasant but soft  
scents of herbed cherry, plum and violet. The palate 
is light and easy, with soft  tannins and juicy red-
fruit fl avors that fi nish clean and bright. Drink now.  
 Multiple U.S. importers . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 15   

LANGUEDOC

      90   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Cap Insula    ( Langued-
oc ).  Pressed carnation and violet lead the 

bouquet of this red blend, surrounded by notes of 
raw fennel, licorice root, cassis, boysenberry and 

black plum. It’s a rich and ripe selection, but well 
balanced, with medium, gripping tannins that 
frame the lush black-fruit fl avors. Hints of black 
tea and baking spice linger on the fi nish.   USA Wine 
West . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Blanville   2013   Helios    ( Languedoc ).  There’s 
an assertive garrigue character to this wine, 

with strong aromas of thyme, bay, lavender, fen-
nel and white pepper that overwhelm the red fruit 
tones. The medium-weight palate off ers a bit more 
fruit, with fl avors of strawberry and raspberry to 
partner with the assertive mentholated-herb notes. 
Accents of oak and sweet spice unfold on the fi nish.  
 Holiday Beverage . — L.B.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Gérard Bertrand   2013   Syrah-Grenache  
( Languedoc ).  Rich scents of blackcurrant 

liqueur, raspberry sauce and boysenberry lead the 
nose of this seductive wine, with additional hints of 
black pepper and charred spice adding depth. The 
mouthfeel is full and creamy, while medium tannins 
lend enough texture and grip to frame the full-fl a-
vored fruit character.   USA Wine West . — L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

      87   Château Notre Dame du Quatourze   2013   Red  
( Languedoc ).  Herbal accents of lavender, 

laurel and balsamic grace the blueberry and cherry 
core of this approachable wine. Hints of licorice and 
sweet spice add warmth and character to the jam-
my palate, while medium tannins and ample acid-
ity create a solid structure.   Val D’Orbieu Americas . 
— L.B.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

VENETO
RED WINES

AMARONE DELLA 
VALPOLICELLA CLASSICO

      94   Fumanelli   2009     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Pressed blue fl ower, ripe black-

skinned berry, baking spice, tobacco and leather 
aromas come together on this round, full-bodied 
wine. The delicious palate off ers juicy wild cherry, 
raspberry jam, vanilla, cinnamon and licorice while 
pliant, velvety tannins off er elegant support. It deft -
ly combines power and fi nesse. Drink through 2024.  
 The Sorting Table . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 80   

      94   Montecariano   2011     Amarone della Valpo-
licella Classico .  Underbrush, dark berry, 

scorched earth and spice aromas emerge on this 
full-bodied red. The structured, refi ned palate de-
livers layers of ripe black cherry, blackberry jam, 
ripe raspberry, licorice and tobacco alongside fi rm, 
rounded tannins that give it a velvety texture. Drink 
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2017–2026.   Soilair Selection .  Cellar Selection  .  
— K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 88   

      94   San Rustico   2009   Gaso    ( Amarone della Val-
policella Classico ).  Baked plum, fragrant 

blue fl ower, sweet baking spice, eucalyptus and a 
balsamic note are just some of the aromas you’ll 
fi nd on this bold, delicious wine. The round, smooth 
palate delivers layers of ripe wild cherry, raspberry 
compote, mocha, vanilla, star anise and a hint of 
raisin alongside velvety, enveloping tannins that 
give it a silky texture. Despite the big structure, it 
has an almost weightless feel.   Votto Vines Import-
ing . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 54   

      94   Speri   2011   Vigneto Monte Sant’Urbano    ( Am-
arone della Valpolicella Classico ).  Rich, fra-

grant and structured, this generous wine opens with 
alluring scents of crushed violet, plum cake and 
exotic spice. The luscious, enveloping palate doles 
out ripe blackberry, black cherry compote, raisin, 
licorice and tobacco supported by round, velvety 
tannins. Drink 2016–2021.   Empson USA Ltd . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 85   

      94   Zenato   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella Clas-
sico .  Opening with aromas of crushed vio-

let, ripe plum and black pepper, this is one Amarone 
that seamlessly combines a heft y structure with fi -
nesse. The ripe, savory palate doles out juicy black 
cherry, blackberry jam, licorice, cake spice and to-
bacco alongside fi rm, velvety tannins that lend it a 
polished texture. Drink 2017–2026.   Winebow .  Cel-
lar Selection  .  — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 66   

      93   Allegrini   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  For full review see page 153.  

abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 85   

      93   Bertani   2007     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  For full review see page 153.    

abv:  15%  Price: $ 120   

      93   Le Salette   2012   La Marega    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella Classico ).  Crushed blue fl ower, 

ripe plum and a whiff  of exotic spice emerge on this 
bold wine. On the concentrated palate, ground pep-
per, cocoa and licorice notes accent ripe black cher-
ry and baked plum. Velvety tannins lend elegance 
and support.   Vias Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 91   

      93   Nicolis   2009     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Bold and velvety, this off ers entic-

ing scents of ripe black cherry, spiced plum, blue 
fl ower, baking spice and a whiff  of new leather. The 
luscious yet focused palate delivers juicy black-
berry, crushed black raspberry, raisin, licorice and 
a hint of dark chocolate while fi rm, velvety-textured 
tannins provide support. Drink 2018–2029.   Ethica 
Wines .  Cellar Selection  .  — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 70   

      93   San Rustico   2010     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Bold, full-bodied and polished, this 

opens with aromas that recall violets, ripe plums, 
red berries and cake spices. The smooth, savory pal-
ate delivers juicy Morello cherries, black raspber-
ries, cinnamon, mocha, white pepper and a hint of 
mint. Generous, velvety tannins provide the frame-
work and add fi nesse.   Votto Vines Importing . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 59   

      93   Tommasi   2008   Cà Florian Riserva    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico ).  For full review 

see page 156.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 135   

      93   Venturini Massimino   2010     Amarone della 
Valpolicella Classico .  Bold and rich, this 

opens with aromas of baked plum, pressed blue 
fl ower, nutmeg and a confectionary note. The ample 
palate doles out high-toned black-skinned fruit, co-
coa, cinnamon and sweet pipe tobacco supported 
by velvety tannins and uplift ed by fresh acidity. It’s 
opulent, but also balanced and poised.   Panebianco . 
— K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 52   

      93   Venturini Massimino   2009   Campomasua  
  ( Amarone della Valpolicella Classico ).  Aro-

mas of steeped cherries, ripe plums, scorched earth 
and a medley of cooking spices lead the nose on this 
round, rich wine. The lush palate doles out ripe 
black cherries, raspberry jam, licorice and a dash 
of black pepper while velvety tannins lend fi nesse.  
 Panebianco . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 65   

      92   Le Salette   2011   Pergole Vece    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella Classico ).  Aromas of exotic 

spice, prune, resin and nail polish remover lead the 
nose. The big, round palate delivers raisin, fi g, lico-
rice, ground pepper and a confectionary note along-
side a network of polished, velvety tannins. Drink 
through 2026.   Vias Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 150   

      92   Masi   2011   Costasera    ( Amarone della Valpo-
licella Classico ).  Aromas of crushed violet, 

baked plum, cake spice, ripe berry and tobacco per-
vade in this bold, full-bodied red. The fi rm palate 
off ers ripe black cherry, fi g, mocha, nutmeg, licorice 
and tobacco alongside velvety tannins.   Kobrand . 
— K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 64   

      92   Monte del Frà   2011   Lena di Mezzo    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico ).  For full review 

see page 158.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 60   

      92   Monte del Frà   2009   Scarnocchio    ( Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico ).  For full review 

see page 158.    
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 99   

      92   Monte Faustino   2010     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella Classico .  Crushed violet, cake spice and 

ripe black plum aromas lead the nose on this bold 
wine. The round, full-bodied palate doles out juicy 
black cherry, blackberry jam, cinnamon, licorice 
and a hint of tobacco alongside ripe, velvety tannins 
that lend it a polished feel.   Vinifera Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 65   

      92   Zenato   2009   Riserva Sergio Zenato    ( Ama-
rone della Valpolicella Classico ).  Aromas of 

espresso, black pepper, oak, chocolate and black-
berry jam waft  out of the glass. The dense, con-
centrated palate delivers brandied black cherry, 
licorice, raisin and coff ee alongside fi rm, gripping 
tannins that leave the palate dry on the fi nish. Give 
the tannins another two or three years to unwind 
and then enjoy.   Winebow . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 107   

      91   Buglioni   2010     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  For full review see page 160.  

abv:  17%  Price: $ 60   

      91   Le Ragose   2007     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Steeped prune, vanilla, resin, exotic 

spice and crushed blue fl ower aromas lead the way 
on this concentrated wine. The rich, dense palate 
delivers blackberry jam, raisin, licorice and mocha 
while fi rm, glossy tannins provide structure.   Fred-
erick Wildman & Sons, Ltd . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 55   

      91   Le Salette   2012     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  Ripe, black-skinned fruit, dark spice 

and chopped herbs abound on this structured red. 
The big, bold palate off ers ripe black cherry, black-
berry extract, mocha and licorice while round tan-
nins envelop the palate.   Vias Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 72   

      91   Santi   2010   Proemio    ( Amarone della Valpoli-
cella Classico ).  Baked plum, exotic spice and 

chocolate aromas almost jump out of the glass. The 
brawny palate doles out prune, blackberry jam, lico-
rice and tobacco alongside round, velvety tannins. A 
raisin note backs up the fi nish.   Frederick Wildman 
& Sons, Ltd . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 70   

      91   Tenute Salvaterra   2004   Cave di Prun Riserva  
  ( Amarone della Valpolicella Classico ).  For full 

review see page 163.    
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 100   

      91   Tommasi   2012     Amarone della Valpolicella 
Classico .  For full review see page 163.  

abv:  15%  Price: $ 80   

      90   Bolla   2010   Rhetico    ( Amarone della Valpo-
licella Classico ).  Structured and smooth, 

this full-bodied red opens with aromas of crushed 
violet, baked plum and a whiff  of exotic spice. The 
round palate off ers dried black cherry, blackberry 
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extract, tobacco and licorice alongside fi rm, velvety 
tannins. Drink 2017–2025.   Banfi  Vintners . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 65   

      90   Bolla   2009   Le Origini Riserva    ( Amarone del-
la Valpolicella Classico ).  Ripe black-skinned 

fruit, chocolate and cake spice aromas pave the way 
for this powerfully built wine. The brawny palate 
doles out raisin, blackberry jam, licorice and pipe 
tobacco alongside fi rmly knit, ripe tannins. Drink 
2018–2024.   Banfi  Vintners . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 65   

      90   Cecilia Beretta   2010   Terre di Cariano Riserva  
  ( Amarone della Valpolicella Classico ).  Blue 

fl ower, plum cake, coconut and exotic spice aro-
mas come together in the glass. The opulent, fi rmly 
structured palate delivers blackberry extract, choc-
olate covered cherry, vanilla and star anise along-
side grippy tannins.   Pasqua USA LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 69   

      90   David Sterza   2011     Amarone della Valpolicel-
la Classico .  Pressed violet, baked plum, bak-

ing spice and coconut emerge on the nose and carry 
over to the full-bodied palate along with ripe black 
cherry and licorice. Tightly packed but refi ned tan-
nins provide fi rm support.   The Italian Wine Trader . 
— K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 45   

      90   Montresor   2009   Alfi o Moricone Selection 
Capitel della Crosara    ( Amarone della Val-

policella Classico ).  This off ers aromas of candied 
cherry, cake spice, charred earth, cured meat and 
a whiff  of underbrush. On the rich palate, notes of 
vanilla and black pepper accent chocolate covered 
cherry, raspberry and raisin accompanied by velvety 
tannins.   Total Wine & More . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 52   

      90   Tenute Salvaterra   2008     Amarone della Val-
policella Classico .  For full review see page 

169.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      90   Valentina Cubi   2009   Morar    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella Classico ).  Plum cake, leather, 

cocoa, eucalyptus, and exotic spice slowly take 
shape. The fi rm palate off ers dried black currant, 
raisin, leather, licorice, mocha and sage alongside 
tightly knit, close-grained tannins.   Votto Vines Im-
porting . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 69   

      89   Bolla   2010     Amarone della Valpolicella Clas-
sico .  Underbrush, prune and a whiff  of 

leather lead the nose. The palate off ers raisin, dried 
black cherry, black pepper and a hint of glazed plum 
alongside big, round tannins.   Banfi  Vintners . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 46   

      89   Rubinelli Vajol   2011     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella Classico .  Aromas of toast, roasted cof-

fee bean, ripe black skinned fruit and exotic spice 

lead the way on this forward, concentrated wine. 
The warm, dense palate off ers blackberry jam, dried 
black cherry, roasted walnut and licorice while 
big, chewy tannins off ers support.   Ambrosia Wine 
Group . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 70   

      88   Santi   2010     Amarone della Valpolicella Clas-
sico .  Aromas of ripe black plum, underbrush 

and exotic spice come together on this brawny red. 
The fi rm palate off ers black cherry extract, black-
berry jam, licorice and mocha alongside chewy tan-
nins.   Frederick Wildman & Sons, Ltd . — K.O.  
abv:  16.5%  Price: $ 50   

      87   Ambasciata del Buon Vino   2010     Amarone 
della Valpolicella Classico .  This opens with 

aromas of scorched earth, cured meat, underbrush 
and ripe blackberry. The evolved palate off ers cof-
fee, mocha, vanilla, raisin and blackberry extract 
alongside close-grained tannins. Enjoy sooner rath-
er than later.   Alma Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 70   

AMARONE DELLA 
VALPOLICELLA

      93   Acinum   2012       Amarone della Valpolicella .  For 
full review see page 152.    

abv:  15%  Price: $ 55   

      93   Montresor   2012   Cantina Privata del Fonda-
tore    ( Amarone della Valpolicella ).  Tilled 

earth, fragrant blue fl ower, plum and dark bak-
ing spice aromas almost jump out of the glass. On 
the full-bodied palate, notes of mint, black pepper 
and nutmeg accent the core of raspberry jam and 
black cherry. Firm but refi ned tannins lend a velvety 
mouth feel.   Total Wine & More . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 50   

      93   Pasqua   2011   Famiglia Pasqua    ( Amarone del-
la Valpolicella ).  Aromas of baked plum, ex-

otic spice and vanilla almost jump out of the glass. 
The aromas follow through to the full-bodied, sa-
vory palate along with ripe black cherry, blackberry 
and mocha while velvety tannins give it a smooth, 
polished texture. It closes on a confectionary note.  
 Pasqua USA LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 45   

      93   Tedeschi   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Sleek by Amarone standards, this opens 

with aromas of ripe black cherry, ground pepper, 
raisin and a whiff  of blue fl ower. On the palate, 
fi nely woven tannins support raspberry jam, black 
pepper, cocoa and a cinnamon note.   Dreyfus, Ashby 
& Co . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 65   

      92   I Saltari   2008     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Dried black cherry, pressed violet, tilled 

soil nutmeg and chopped herb aromas lead the nose 
on this big, bold red. The round, enveloping palate 

doles out dried plum, raspberry compote, licorice 
and black pepper alongside velvety tannins that 
lend it a polished feel.   Banfi  Vintners . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 67   

      92   Sartori   2011   Estate Collection    ( Amarone del-
la Valpolicella ).  For full review see page 158.  

abv:  15%  Price: $ 42   

      92   Tenute Fiorebelli   2010     Coste Bianche  ( Ama-
rone della Valpolicella ).  For full review see 

page 159.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 54   

      91   Fattori   2012   Col de la Bastia    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella ).  Dried violet, plum cake and 

exotic spice aromas lead the way on this brawny, 
structured wine. The fi rm palate delivers dried 
black cherry, blackberry extract, licorice and to-
bacco alongside round, chewy tannins.   T. Edward 
Wines Ltd . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 90   

      91   Monte Zovo   2012     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Bold and brawny, this opens with aromas of 

pressed violet, dried plum and a whiff  of cake spice. 
The full-bodied palate doles out brandied black 
cherry, licorice, black pepper and nutmeg alongside 
tightly knit, fi ne-grained tannins.   USA Wine West . 
— K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Ca’ Rugate   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Aromas of brandied cherry, crushed violet 

black pepper and a whiff  of exotic spice lead the 
way. The round palate doles out dried plum, raisin, 
nutmeg, vanilla and a confectionary note alongside 
velvety tannins. Drink 2016–2021.   Massanois Im-
ports . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 60   

      90   Cantina di Monteforte   2011   Terre di Mon-
teforte    ( Amarone della Valpolicella ).  This 

opens with aromas of raisin, scorched earth and a 
whiff  of leather. The brawny, straightforward pal-
ate doles out dried black cherry, prune, raspberry, 
black pepper and a hint of tobacco. Firm, ripe tan-
nins provide support.   D&D Italia srl . — K.O.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 46   

      90   Corte Giona   2011     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 For full review see page 165.  

abv:  15%  Price: $ 37   

      90   Corte Moschina   2011     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella .  Plum cake, resin, leather, raisin and 

exotic spice aromas come together in the glass. On 
the dense palate, licorice, chopped sage and tobacco 
notes accent prune and blackberry while fi rm, fi ne-
grained tannins off ers support.   Vi. Sco., Inc.  — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 40   

      90   San Cassiano   2011     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella .  Aromas of crushed blue fl ower, per-

fumed berry, exotic spice and a whiff  of charcuterie 



BUYINGGUIDE

258  |  WINE ENTHUSIAST |  BEST OF YEAR 2015

emerge on this bold red. The concentrated palate 
off ers dried black cherry, blackberry extract, lico-
rice and ground pepper accompanied by fi rm, fi ne-
grained tannins.   Marcato Direct . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 79   

      90   Tenuta Santa Maria alla Pieve   2009     Ama-
rone della Valpolicella .  Crushed violet, bak-

ing spice, scorched earth, ripe black-skinned fruit 
and a whiff  of leather meld together on this velvety 
red. The round, ripe palate doles out raspberry jam, 
dried black cherry, raisin, ground pepper and lico-
rice accompanied by fi rm, polished tannins. Drink 
2016–2021.   Grapes On The Go Inc . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 82   

      90   Villa Annaberta   2012     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella .  For full review see page 169.  

abv:  15%  Price: $ 40   

      90   Zonin   2012     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Baked plum, crushed violet, chewing to-

bacco and roasted coff ee bean aromas lead the nose 
on this full-bodied red. The structured palate off ers 
dried black cherry, raspberry jam, mocha and lico-
rice alongside fi rm, polished tannins. Drink 2017–
2024.   Zonin USA . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 50   

      89   Corte Adami   2012     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella .  This opens with aromas of ripe black 

currant, toast, exotic spice and a whiff  of roasted 
pepper. On the concentrated palate, notes of coco-
nut, licorice and black pepper accent a core of dried 
cherry. Tightly knit, close-grained tannins provide 
fi rm support.   Dionysos Imports Inc . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 47   

      89   Fidora   2010   Monte Tabor    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella ).  Crushed violet, iris, spiced 

plum and raisin aromas come together on this. The 
structured palate off ers dried black cherry, black-
berry jam, licorice and nutmeg alongside fi rm, fi ne-
grained tannins. It closes on a note of roasted coff ee 
bean.   Astor Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 60   

      89   Pasqua   2012   Black Label    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella ).  Aromas of toast, roasted cof-

fee bean, stewed plum and a whiff  of underbrush 
lead the nose. The solid palate off ers dried black 
cherry, raspberry jam, nutmeg and black pepper 
alongside tightly woven tannins. Drink 2017–2022.  
 Pasqua USA LLC . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 45   

      88   Monte Zovo   2009   Riserva    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella ).  This opens with aromas that 

recall leafy underbrush, prune, mushroom and 
tilled soil. The heft y palate off ers raisin, toasted oak, 
coff ee and licorice accompanied by tightly woven, 
close-grained tannins that leave a rather drying fi n-
ish. Drink soon to capture remaining freshness.   USA 
Wine West . — K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 80   

      88   Palazzo Maffei   2012     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella .  Charred earth, smoke, roasted coff ee 

bean and raisin aromas come together on this. The 
brawny palate off ers prune, blackberry jam, licorice 
and mocha alongside tightly packed tannins that 
leave a drying, rather astringent fi nish.   FX Magner 
Selection . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 40   

      87   Cantine di Ora   2012     Amarone della Valpoli-
cella .  Aromas of leafy underbrush, steeped 

prune and a whiff  of dark kitchen spice lead the 
nose. The dense palate off ers dried black cherry, 
raisin and licorice alongside tightly packed, drying 
tannins.   WS Selections . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 37   

      87   Montresor   2012     Amarone della Valpolicella . 
 Aromas of scorched earth, game, dried rose 

petal and a whiff  of barnyard lead the nose. The 
aromas follow through to the solid palate together 
with overripe black cherry, bitter walnut and a con-
fectionary note alongside grainy tannins. It’s a bit 
rustic but still has an earthy appeal.   Total Wine & 
More . — K.O.  
abv:  15%  Price: $ 45   

      87   San Cassiano   2011   Riserva    ( Amarone della 
Valpolicella ).  Aromas of ripe black currant, 

grilled pepper and cured meat lead the nose. The 
warm, heft y palate doles out black cherry mari-
nated in spirits, blackberry extract, licorice and 
black pepper alongside almost scorching alcohol 
and tightly knit, close-grained tannins. The evident 
alcohol dominates the fi nish.   Marcato Direct . — K.O.  
abv:  17%  Price: $ NA   

VERONESE

      93   Allegrini   2011   La Poja   Corvina  ( Veronese ). 
 For full review see page 153.  

abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 95   

      91   Zenato   2009   Cresasso    ( Rosso del Veronese ). 
 Underbrush, grilled porcini mushroom, 

leather and ripe dark berry aromas lead the nose 
on this hearty red. On the fi rmly structured palate, 
notes of graphite, ground pepper, smoke and to-
bacco accent a core of ripe black cherry while fi ne-
grained tannins provide support.   Winebow . — K.O.  
abv:  15.5%  Price: $ 62   

      90   Bolla   2012   Creso    ( Veronese ).  Baked plum, 
underbrush, toast and whiff s of exotic spice 

come together on this blend of 65% Corvina and 
35% Cabernet Sauvignon. The full-bodied palate 
off ers ripe black cherry, redcurrant, cocoa and anise 
alongside fi rm, fi ne-grained tannins.   Banfi  Vintners . 
— K.O.  
abv:  16%  Price: $ 25   

      89   Sartori   2012   Regolo    ( Rosso del Veronese ). 
 Made entirely with Corvina, this opens 

with aromas of black currant, pressed blue fl ower 

and forest fl oor. The medium-bodied palate off ers 
dark cherry, pomegranate, clove and nutmeg along-
side polished tannins and freshness.   Banfi  Vintners . 
— K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 19   

NORTHEAST ITALY
RED WINES

TRENTINO

      89   Tenute Lunelli   2012   Maso Montalto   Pinot 
Nero  ( Trentino ).  This elegantly structured 

red opens with aromas of red and black berry, 
lightly toasted oak and a whiff  of coff ee. The smooth 
palate off ers wild cherry, black raspberry, espresso 
and white pepper. Firm but silky tannins and bright 
acidity provide the framework. Drink through 2017.  
 Palm Bay International . — K.O.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ NA   

      88   Bottega Vinai   2013   Pinot Nero  ( Trentino ). 
 This elegant, savory red opens with aromas 

of wild berry, baking spice and a whiff  of toast. The 
supple palate off ers sour cherry, crushed raspberry, 
white pepper and a hint of cinnamon alongside silky 
tannins. Enjoy through 2016.   Palm Bay Internation-
al . — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   

      88   La Vis   2012   Ritratti   Pinot Nero  ( Trentino ). 
 Fragrant and refi ned, this elegant wine of-

fers aromas of ripe berry, crushed fl ower and for-
est fl oor. The medium-bodied palate doles out wild 
cherry, black raspberry, clove and a graphite. It’s 
well balanced, with fresh acidity and silky tannins. 
Drink through 2016.   Ethica Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      88   La Vis   2011   Ritratti   Cabernet Sauvignon  
( Trentino ).  Aromas of cassis, Alpine herbs 

and a whiff  of menthol lead the nose. The straight-
forward palate off ers dried black cherry, redcurrant, 
espresso and ground black pepper alongside fi rm 
but refi ned tannins. Drink through 2016.   Ethica 
Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Cembra   2012   Vigna di Saosent   Pinot Nero  
( Trentino ).  Lithe and silky, this easygoing 

wine opens with aromas of woodland berry and cake 
spice. The bright palate off ers wild cherry, raspber-
ry, white pepper and clove. It’s easy drinking and 
well balanced, with supple tannins and fresh acid-
ity. Drink through 2016.   Ethica Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      86   La Vis   2012   Greggi   Lagrein  ( Trentino ).  Round 
and simple, this off ers aromas and fl avors of 

ripe blackberry, fl eshy dark cherry, black plum and 
a hint of black pepper. It’s made to be enjoyed young 
so drink soon.   Ethica Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 18   
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      86   Mezzacorona   2013   Merlot  ( Trentino ).  This 
easygoing red opens with aromas of dark 

fruit, red berry, toast and a whiff  of cooking spice. 
The palate off ers crushed plum, clove and a hint 
of chocolate alongside soft  tannins. It’s simple but 
well made.   Prestige Wine Imports Corp .  Best Buy  .  
— K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 9   

VIGNETI DELLE DOLOMITI

      95   Foradori   2012   Morei   Teroldego  ( Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti ).  Fermented and aged in clay am-

phorae, this dark, delicious wine opens with earthy 
aromas of tilled soil, ripe black-skinned fruit, Al-
pine herbs and a whiff  of pine. The concentrated yet 
almost weightless palate doles out juicy black cher-
ry, blackberry, mineral and anise alongside silky, 
smooth tannins. The purity of the fruit is striking.  
 Louis/Dressner Selections .  Editors’ Choice  .  — K.O.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 50   

      94   Foradori   2012   Sgarzon   Teroldego  ( Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti ).  One of the fi rm’s single-

vineyard bottlings, this opens with aromas of truf-
fl e, ripe bluish-black fruit, just turned soil and a 
whiff  of purple fl ower. Fermented and aged in clay 
vessels, the round, vibrant palate delivers juicy wild 
cherry, crushed raspberry, white pepper and grilled 
herb. It’s well balanced, with fresh acidity and soft  
tannins.   Louis/Dressner Selections . — K.O.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 50   

      92   Foradori   2011   Granato   Teroldego  ( Vigneti 
delle Dolomiti ).  Made with Teroldego from 

three diff erent vineyards, this off ers aromas of truf-
fl e, leather, scorched soil, black plum and a whiff  of 
game. Aged and fermented in wood, the savory pal-
ate off ers ripe blackberry, spiced blueberry, earthy 
notes of Mediterranean herbs and dark cooking 
spice. Firm but fi ne-grained tannins provide sup-
port. Drink 2016–2026.   Louis/Dressner Selections . 
— K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 72   

      90   Foradori   2012   Teroldego  ( Vigneti delle Do-
lomiti ).  This polished, savory red off ers 

aromas and fl avors of black raspberry, black cur-
rant, fl int, graphite, and dried Alpine herbs. Easy 
drinking and well balanced, it has supple tannins 
and snappy acidity that make it very approachable 
now. It ends on a smoky note.   Louis/Dressner Selec-
tions . — K.O.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 29   

      89   Tenuta San Leonardo   2007   San Leonardo  
  ( Vigneti delle Dolomiti ).  Ground pepper, 

Alpine herbs and spiced blueberry unfold in the 
glass. The evolved palate off ers ripe red currant, 
dried blackberry, white pepper, anise and tobacco 
alongside polished, fi ne-grained tannins. It closes 
on a note of grilled herbs. The fruit is drying up so 
drink sooner rather than later.   Vias Imports . — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 75   

      87   La Vis   2012   Rover   Teroldego  ( Vigneti delle 
Dolomiti ).  Aromas of coconut, tilled soil and 

ripe plum lead the nose. The dense, round palate 
off ers toasted oak, chocolate, ripe blackberry and 
oak-driven spice. Drink soon.   Ethica Wines . — K.O.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 18   

      87   Mezzacorona   2013   Cabernet Sauvignon  ( Vi-
gneti delle Dolomiti ).  For full review see page 

172.     Best Buy  .  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 9   

SWEET WINES

      90   Elena Walch   2012   Cashmere Passito    ( Alto 
Adige ).  Made with Gewürztraminer and 

a drop of Sauvignon grapes that are left  to dry for 
four months, this opens with aromas of nectarine, 
rose petal and baking spice. The rich, lingering pal-
ate delivers dried apricot, orange zest and candied 
fruit. Fresh acidity balances the sweet fl avors.   USA 
Wine West . — K.O.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 69 / 375 ml   

      90   Russiz Superiore   2007   Horus    ( Venezia Gi-
ulia ).  Made with 90% Picolit, 5% Sau-

vignon and 5% Friulano, this opens with aromas 
that recall toasted almond and candied stone fruit. 
The lingering, creamy palate delivers dried apricot, 
baked pear and chestnut honey.   Dalla Terra Winery 
Direct . — K.O.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ NA / 375 ml   

      88   Lis Neris   2010   Tal Lùc    ( Venezia Giulia ).  Made 
with dried Verduzzo and Riesling grapes, 

this sweet wine off ers aromas of ripe apricot, baked 
apple and pressed fl ower. The palate delivers dried 
orchard fruit, orange zest and vanilla. It ends on a 
note of acacia honey.   Wine Twist . — K.O.  
abv:  10.5%  Price: $ 43 / 375 ml   

CZECH REPUBLIC
WHITE WINES

      89   Sonberk   2010   Ryzlink Rýnský  ( Moravia ). 
 This deep straw-colored wine has a nose of 

mango, caramelized pineapple and canned apricots. 
A strong backbone of minerality runs through the 
core, bolstering fl avors of peach and tropical fruit.  
 Czech Wine Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 40   

      88   Vino z Czech   2014   Chateau Valtice   Rivaner  
( Moravia ).  Using the local name for the 

Müller-Thurgau grape, this Rivaner features aromas 
of ripe yellow peach and canned pears. It is gentle 
on the palate, with fl avors of peach and tropical 
fruits.   Czech Wine Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Vino z Czech   2013   Michlovský   Riesling  ( Mora-
via ).  This dry Riesling off ers rich fl oral aro-

mas of lilies and freesia. Soft  fl oral notes continue 
on the palate, where they are joined by stronger 
fl avors of citrus, honey and roasted hazelnut.   Czech 
Wine Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

RED WINES

      89   Stapleton & Springer   2007   Roucí   Red Blend  
( Moravia ).  This red blend has a nose of 

fresh cherry, red plum and clove. In the mouth, it of-
fers a combination of fruit and spice fl avors featur-
ing anise, black plum, Chinese fi ve spice, and black 
cherry. There is a burst of still-youthful acidity on 
the fi nish, but this should be drunk within the next 
year or two.   Czech Wine Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 45   

      88   Vino z Czech   2013   Znovín Znojmo   St. Laurent  
( Moravia ).  On the nose, spice outweighs 

fruit, with notes of clove and cinnamon backed by a 
touch of cherry. On the palate, the tables are turned, 
with black plum and cherry fl avors playing host to 
a soft  touch of baking spice that is most evident on 
the soft  fi nish.   Czech Wine Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Vino z Czech   2012   Hrabal   Frankovka  ( Mora-
via ).  Known in other regions as Blaufrän-

kisch, Frankovka is widely grown in the Czech Re-
public and Slovakia. This wine is garnet in the glass, 
with aromas of black cherry, cherry cola, and black 
plum. Flavors of black cherry and anise linger on the 
palate right through the spicy fi nish.   Czech Wine 
Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 24   

      88   Vino z Czech   2009   Ludwig   Cabernet Mora-
via  ( Moravia ).  Made with 100% Cabernet 

Moravia (an indigenous crossing of Cabernet Franc 
and Zweigelt) this wine has an interesting bouquet 
of ripe red fruits marked by eucalyptus and a heavy 
vegetal note. Fruit fl avors, especially dark plum, 
shine through on the palate, while greener herbal 
notes make their presence known on the invigorat-
ing fi nish.   Czech Wine Imports, Inc . — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

HUNGARY
WHITE WINES

      91   Dobogó   2012   Szent Tamás Betsek Vineyards  
 Furmint  ( Tokaji ).  Medium gold in the glass, 

this wine has a nose of Valencia orange, pear and 
kumquat. Flavors of lychee, kumquat and apricot 
mingle on the palate, remaining strong into the 
mineral-rich fi nish.   Winebow .  Editors’ Choice  .  
— J.J.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 25   

      90   Patricius   2013   Dry Száraz   Furmint  ( Tokaj ). 
 Enticing aromas of pear and white peach 
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set the stage for fl avors of peach nectar and slightly 
tart white plum. This wine is full in the mouth with 
a bright citrus note on the fi nish.   Parkstreet .  Best 
Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      90   Patricius   2013   Sárga Muskotály   Furmint  ( To-
kaj ).  Light straw to the eye, this dry Fur-

mint has aromas of canned apricot and white fl ow-
ers. It is rich on the palate, with fl avors of canned 
peaches and Turkish delight.   Parkstreet .  Best Buy  .  
— J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 15   

      89   Sauska   2011   Cuvée 113   White  ( Tokaj ).  This 
wine is a blend of international and indige-

nous Hungarian varieties, made from 60% Furmint, 
17% Hárslevelu, 11% Chardonnay, 9% Sauvignon 
Blanc and 3% Muscat. A bouquet of creamsicle and 
lychee set the stage for fl avors of tropical fruits and 
orange zest. It is sinewy on the palate, with a sur-
prisingly velvety fi nish.   Opici Wines . — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 24   

      89   Sauska   2013   Unoaked   Furmint  ( Tokaj ).  This 
is a dry version of a grape that is more fre-

quently utilized in sweet Tokaj wines. Enticing aro-
mas of tropical fruits and pineapple upside down 
cake give way to fl avors of green apple and guava 
that persist into the creamy fi nish.   Opici Wines . 
— J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 20   

      89   Sauska   2012   Estate   Furmint  ( Tokaj ).  This 
wine off ers a bouquet of canned peaches 

and tangerine zest. It is creamy on the palate, with 
a strong white peach fl avor off set by nice vanilla 
notes.   Opici Wines . — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 42   

RED WINES

      89   Sauska   2012   Cuvée 13   Red  ( Villány ).  This 
wine has bright aromas of cherry, tart plum, 

and cherry vanilla. Flavors of cherry, pomegranate 
and strawberry with notes of Madagascar vanilla 
and aniseed are wrapped in soft  tannins, and the 
bright fi nish is its own reward.   Opici Wines . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 27   

      89   Sauska   2011   Cuvée 7   Red  ( Villány ).  A blend 
of 72% Cabernet Sauvignon, 21% Cabernet 

Franc and 7% Merlot, this wine has a bouquet of 
black cherry, black plum and saddle leather. It is 
fruit forward on the palate, with fl avors of cherry 
and cherry cola joined by notes of baking spice that 
continue into the soft  but persistent fi nish.   Opici 
Wines . — J.J.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 53   

      88   Sauska   2011   Kekfrankos  ( Villány ).  Deep 
ruby in the glass, this wine off ers aromas of 

cherry cola, espresso and black cherry. Black plum 
fl avors are enhanced by a medley of spice includ-

ing cinnamon, clove and nutmeg. A strong network 
of tannins lingers on the palate into the persistent 
fi nish. Called Kekfrankos in Hungary, this grape 
is more commonly known as Blaufränkisch.   Opici 
Wines . — J.J.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 33   

TOKAJ

      96   Dobogó   2007   Aszú 6 Puttonyos    ( Tokaji ).  An 
intoxicating bouquet of beeswax, honey-

suckle, freesia and shea butter leads the way for fl a-
vors of peach nectar, apricot preserves, citrus zest 
and orange blossom. This wine is truly exquisite on 
the palate, marked by a delicate balance of ongoing 
sweetness and lively acidity.   Winebow .  Cellar Se-
lection  .  — J.J.  
abv:  11%  Price: $ 125 / 500 ml   

      92   Dobogó   2012   Mylitta   Furmint  ( Tokaj ).  Deep 
gold in the glass, this sweet Furmint has 

scents of apricot, canned peaches, and honeycomb. 
Peach and apricot continue on the taste buds, along 
with gratifying accents of toff ee and clover honey. 
It is marked by bright acidity that is enhanced 
rather than diminished by a fresh caramel fi nish. 
  Winebow . — J.J.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 40 / 375 ml   

ROMANIA
WHITE WINES

      88   Cramele Recas   2014   Sole   Chardonnay  ( Re-
cas ).  This wine off ers an uncharacteristic 

bouquet of grapefruit pith and white fl owers. It is 
full in the mouth, with fl avors of green apple and 
crème brulee. The fi nish is dominated by a streak of 
minerality.    Tri-Vin Imports . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 17   

      88   Davino   2013   Domaine Ceptura   Blanc  ( Dealu 
Mare ).  A blend of 50% Sauvignon Blanc, 

40% Feteasca Alba (a native Romanian variety) and 
10% Riesling Italico, this medium-straw colored 
wine has a bouquet of lemon skin with a hint of lic-
orice. The fl avor profi le is dominated by lemon with 
soft  spice notes.   Albus Imports LLC . — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 22   

      87   Cramele Recas   2014   Dreambird   Pinot Grigio  
( Viile Timisului ).  A bouquet of lemon rind, 

white fl owers and peach prepares the palate for 
crisp, clean fl avors of white peach and apricot. This 
wine is lean in the mouth, with a pleasantly astrin-
gent fi nish.   Tri-Vin Imports .  Best Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 7   

      86   Cramele Recas   2014   Dreamfi sh   Sauvignon 
Blanc  ( Viile Timisului ).  The scent of orange 

peel and white fl owers set the scene for a crisp wine 
with linear fl avors of tangerine and mandarin. It is 

refreshing on the tongue, with a zesty fi nish.   Tri-Vin 
Imports .  Best Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  12%  Price: $ 7   

FETEASCA NEAGRA

      89   Cramele Recas   2013   Selene   Feteasca Neagra  
( Minis ).  Deep garnet in color, this wine fea-

tures a bouquet of tobacco and vanilla with a strong 
dose of black plum. Red raspberry and black plum 
fl avors are interlaced with notes of star anise and 
black pepper that carry on through the fruit-laden 
fi nish.   Tri-Vin Imports . — J.J.  
abv:  14%  Price: $ 47   

      89   Davino   2010   Purpura Valahica   Feteasca Nea-
gra  ( Dealu Mare ).  This indigenous Roma-

nian variety is made into a dark ruby colored wine 
with aromas cigar box and farm stand that are only 
slightly reinforced by cherry notes. However, the 
fl avor of cherry is prominent in the mouth, along-
side a pleasing essence of pipe tobacco that lingers 
beyond the smooth fi nish.   Albus Imports LLC . — J.J.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 22   

      88   Domeniile Panciu   2012   Feteasca Neagra  
( Panciu ).  This wine made from an indige-

nous Romanian grape has a bouquet of red raspber-
ry, tart cherry, and clove with a touch of brambles. 
Flavors of cassis, cherry vanilla, red plum and rasp-
berry work their way across the palate, concluding 
in an agreeably spicy fi nish.   Danex International . 
— J.J.  
abv:  13.8%  Price: $ 20   

OTHER RED WINES

      90   Davino   2010   Flamboyant   Red  ( Dealu Mare ). 
 Made with 83% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

12% Merlot accompanied by 5% of the indigenous 
variety Feteasca Neagra, this wine off ers a fruit-
heavy bouquet of black cherry and damson plum. 
Dark plum and height of summer cherry fl avors 
continue on the palate, aided by a refi ned note of 
graphite. A fi ne network of velvety tannins retreat 
as a splash of brightness makes its appearance on 
the fi nish.   Albus Imports LLC . — J.J.  
abv:  14.7%  Price: $ 58   

      89   Davino   2010   Domaine Ceptura   Rouge  ( Dealu 
Mare ).  This wine is a blend of 40% Merlot, 

35% Feteasca Neagra and 25% Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon. The bouquet is an intricate jumble of saddle 
leather, cigar box, black plum and spice that girds 
the taste buds for spice-heavy fl avors of mace, anise 
and clove with a fi rm backing of tart cherry.   Albus 
Imports LLC . — J.J.  
abv:  14.5%  Price: $ 28   

      89   Domeniile Panciu   2012   Sagio    ( Panciu ). 
 Made from 60% Cabernet Sauvignon and 

40% Feteasca Neagra, this wine has a bright nose 
of black cherry and dark plum with just a whiff  of 
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mint. Flavors of blackberry and plum are joined 
in the mouth by a sophisticated touch of tobacco 
leaf that recedes with the arrival of the zesty fi nish.  
 Danex International . — J.J.  
abv:  13.9%  Price: $ 20   

      88   Domeniile Panciu   2013   Casa Panciu   Babeas-
ca Neagra  ( Panciu ).  Garnet in the glass, this 

wine made with an indigenous Romanian variety 
features a bouquet of cherry preserves and raspber-
ry pie. Flavors of both cooked and fresh cherry carry 
through on the palate into the persistent fruit-fi lled 
fi nish.   Danex International . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

      86   Cramele Recas   2014   Dreambird   Merlot  ( Vi-
ile Timisului ).  This easy-drinking red wine 

has aromas of cherry, black plum and eucalyptus. 
Flavors of red cherry, cherry turnover and vanilla 
remain on the palate through the soft  fi nish.   Tri-Vin 
Imports .  Best Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 7   

      85   Cramele Recas   2014   Dreamfi sh   Cabernet 
Sauvignon  ( Viile Timisului ).  Tart cherry, to-

bacco and leather present themselves on the nose, 
leading the way to fruit forward fl avors of red plum 
and cherry pie backed by pleasant hints of vanilla. 
  Tri-Vin Imports .  Best Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 7   

SWEET WINE

      92   Cramele Recas   2013   Conocul Ambrozy   Sauvi-
gnon Blanc  ( Recas ).  This late harvest Sauvi-

gnon Blanc is honey gold in color, with tantalizing 
aromas of honeysuckle, white fl owers and lanolin. It 
is generous on the palate, with fl avors of apricot and 
tinned peaches supported by fl oral notes. Its sweet-
ness is enhanced by a pleasing level of acidity on the 
fi nish.   Tri-Vin Imports . — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 28 / 375 ml   

OTHER EUROPE
SLOVENIA

      89   Edi Simcic   2014   Giocato   Pinot Grigio  ( Pri-
morska ).  Light straw in the glass, this wine 

off ers green herbal aromas on the nose, comple-
mented by fl oral notes and a whiff  of sandalwood. 
Its green apple fl avors and strong minerality make 
for an enjoyable quaff .   August Wine Group .  Best 
Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 12   

      89   Edi Simcic   2014   Giocato   Sauvignon Blanc  
( Primorska ).  This wine has a nose of lemon 

peel, lemon grass, and a freshly cut lawn. It is clean 
in the mouth, with fl avors of lemon, lime and Seckle 
pear that wind down to a mineral-laden fi nish.   Au-
gust Wine Group .  Best Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 12   

      89   Vino Kupljen   2013   Renski Rizling Selection 
Mon Royal   Riesling  ( Slovenia ).  Dark straw in 

the glass, this wine has a bouquet of apricot, canned 
peaches, and tropical fruit. Dry on the palate, it of-
fers fl avors of peach juice and apricot nectar that 
linger into the Mediteranean herb-laden fi nish.   Old 
World Vines . — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 29   

      88   Erzetic   2013   Rebula  ( Goriska Brda ).  Known 
in Italy as Ribolla Gialla, Rebula is the name 

used for the same grape on the Slovenian side of the 
border. This wine has aromas of pineapple, tropical 
fruit and dried lavender. Flavors of green apple and 
pineapple fl ourish on the palate, lingering into the 
surprisingly tart fi nish.   Old World Vines . — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 18   

BULGARIA

      89   Chateau Burgozone   2014   Viognier  ( Danube 
River Plains ).  An engaging bouquet of green 

apple, peach and white fl owers brace the palate 
for fl avors of white peach and apricot with a hint 
of rose petal. This wine is clean in the mouth with 
an invigorating fi nish.   The House Of Burgundy .  Best 
Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 14   

      89   Quadratus   2011   Cabernet Franc  ( Thracian 
Valley ).  A complex nose of cherry, leather, 

anise and tobacco leaf set the scene for fl avors of 
ripe cherry and fresh raspberry with notes of vanilla 
and spice. Despite the depth of aroma, this wine is 
medium bodied in the mouth and culminates in a 
fresh fi nish.   Parallel 43 . — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 16   

      88   Quadratus   2011   Merlot  ( Thracian Valley ). 
 Aromas of vanilla, black cherry, toasted co-

conut and graphite give little insight into a fl avor 
profi le that is dominated by ripe cherry and red rasp-
berry. Fruit fl avors reign strong, with just a touch of 
toasty spice on the bright fi nish.   Parallel 43 . — J.J.  
abv:  13.5%  Price: $ 15   

      88   Quadratus   2011   Pinot Noir  ( Danube River 
Plains ).  The color of slightly faded gar-

net, this wine has a nose of red and black cherry.
The fl avor of fresh cherry continues in the mouth, 
supported by the spicy taste of cinnamon. There is 
a nice note of brightness on the fruit-fi lled fi nish. 
  Parallel 43 . — J.J.  
abv:  13%  Price: $ 15   

MACEDONIA

      87   Puklavec & Friends   2013   Red  ( Macedonia ). 
 This blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Mer-

lot has aromas of coff ee, black cherry and dark choc-
olate. It is tart in the mouth, with fl avors of cherry 
and red raspberry.   USA Wine West .  Best Buy  .  — J.J.  
abv:  12.5%  Price: $ 11        

RAPIDLY EXPANDING WINERY 
With roots in Temecula and Orange 

County, CA planning new ”green” winery 
in Temecula.  100% solar, sustainable, 
underground cellars.  506c investment 

ownership opportunity, $20,000 
minimum, board membership possible 

depending on investment. 
Email doug@wienscellars.com 

for more information.

WINE TOURS
Tour Campania, Italy
Give the gift  of a lifetime this holiday 
season. Drink in the wines, the food, and 
sites of Campania as you visit the 5 
provinces that are the heart and soul of 
Italy.
All-inclusive from $2499. 631.722.3416 
www.dilibertowinetours.com

LA DOLCE VITA WINE TOURS: 
Sample the best of barolo, brunello, 
amarone. Small groups (2–14), gourmet 
dinners, informative guides on 18 
itineraries in italy & rioja, including 
wine + hiking combos. 888-746-0022; 
www.dolcetours.com

PRODUCTS
REUSABLE WINE BAGS:
Request Free Quote on all wine 
promotional products & accessories plus 
stylish eco-friendly bottle bags. 100% 
Quality & Price Guarantee.
Call or visit us online. 760-456-5292 
www.winebags.com

CLASSIFIEDS

CONTACT

ADVERTISE WITH US
For More Information and Rates Contact:

Stephanie Corsaro
scorsaro@wineenthusiast.net
Phone: 914-345-9463 ext.4134

SOFTWARE
WINE CELLAR SOFTWARE. 
Cellaring guide plus inventory man-
agement with rack display. Charts and 
reports show cellar contents, wines 
added or consumed. Decanter called it 
good fun. 
Free trial from www.uncork.biz



SINGLE-MALT SCOTCH

 97 Aberlour Double Cask Matured 12 Years Old 
(Scotland; Pernod Ricard, Purchase, NY).

Aged in oak and former Sherry casks, this enticing 
Scotch has a ripe red-apple scent and rich salted 
caramel and butterscotch on the palate. It’s power-
ful, with a thick, buttery feel and a long fi nish of 
lip-smacking spice cake and sea brine notes.
abv: 40% Price: $50

 96 Glenmorangie Tùsail (Scotland; Moet Hen-
nessy USA, New York, NY). Another deli-

cious off ering from the Glenmorangie portfolio, this 
whiskey is vibrantly golden in the glass. Look for 
light aromas of vanilla, custard, lemon cream pie 
and honeysuckle, with fl eeting touches of banana 
and smoke on the back. This balanced sipper fi nish-
es with notes of nutmeg, cinnamon and citrus peel.
abv: 46% Price: $99

 95 Bowmore 15 Years Old Darkest Single Malt 
Scotch Whisky (Scotland; Beam Suntory, 

Deerfi eld, IL). No shrinking violet, this copper pen-
ny-hued Scotch hits the nose and palate with a ro-
bust but harmonious mix of toff ee and peat smoke, 
in equal measures, fi nishing dry and spicy. Darkest 
is an apt description for a whiskey partly matured 
in former oloroso Sherry casks, which adds deep, 
raisiny tones.
abv: 43% Price: $70

 95 The Dalmore Cigar Malt Reserve (Scotland; 
Whyte & Mackay Americas, North Miami, FL).

Aged in a series of barrels—fi rst American oak, then 
transferred to a former oloroso Sherry cask and fi n-
ished in used Cabernet Sauvignon barriques—this 
Scotch would be an outstanding dessert accompani-
ment too. Look for dusty cocoa and lots of Sherried 
dark fruit, like fi gs and dates, wrapped in caramel 
and baking tones that linger on the spicy fi nish.
abv: 44% Price: $125

 95  Glenfi ddich Excellence 26 Year Old (Scot-
land; William Grant & Sons, New York, NY).

Light and silky, this Speyside Scotch, matured in 
former Bourbon casks for a minimum of 26 years, 
boasts scents of apples, pears, vanilla and a whiff  of 
jasmine. There’s a sweet smoke tone upfront, while 
fl avors of vanilla and custard-like sweetness unfold 
with each sip, fading to a more delicate fl oral and 
lemon curd fi nish.
abv: 43% Price: $500

 95  Old Pulteney Navigator Single Malt Scotch 
Whisky (Scotland; Sazerac Company, Louis-

ville, KY). Though it’s not intensely aromatic, show-
ing only shy hints of caramel, fruit and smoke, this 
Scotch is concentrated on the palate and evolves 
with every sip. Add just a splash of water, and it 
sings with honeysuckle sweetness up front, turning 
smoky, then fruity, with Sherry-like accents that 
fade into a smooth vanilla-caramel exit. Matured in 
former Bourbon and Sherry casks. Best Buy.
abv: 46% Price: $45

OTHER SINGLE-MALT 
WHISKEYS

 93 Sullivans Cove Double Cask Single Malt 
Whisky (Australia; Purple Valley Imports, 

Pittsburgh, PA). Hailing from Tasmania, this golden 
single-malt whiskey off ers aromas of pear, banana 
and honey. Light, smooth and easy sipping, the pal-
ate shows fruity notes alongside hints of almond, 
vanilla wafer and just a wisp of smoke.
abv: 40% Price: $125

 92 English Classic Single Malt Whisky (England; 
Purple Valley Imports, Pittsburgh, PA). Made 

at St. George’s Distillery in Norfolk, England, us-
ing 100% English barley, this straw-hued spirit is 
scented with fresh apple, vanilla and peat smoke. 
All three echo on the palate, with smoky peat taking 
center stage. It fi nishes spicy, with cinnamon and 
black pepper sizzle. 
abv: 46% Price: $70

 92 The Hakushu Single Malt Whisky Aged 18
Years (Japan; Beam Suntory, Deerfi eld, IL).

This honey-hued single malt is soft  and perfectly 
balances vanilla-caramel sweetness and peat smoke 
on the nose and palate. Add a splash of branch water 
to off set alcohol heat on the drying, spiced fi nish.
abv: 43% Price: $250

 91 The Hakushu Single Malt Whisky Aged 12
Years (Japan; Beam Suntory, Deerfi eld, IL).

This golden, silky single malt mingles vanilla and 
honey with fresh apple and pear aromas. These 
notes are echoed on the palate alongside a wave of 
peat smoke. Add a splash of water to off set the mod-
est but persistent alcohol heat and further coax out 
the fruity-smoky fl avors.
abv: 43% Price: $85

BUYINGGUIDE

A
lthough most of the following reviews 
focus on single-malt Scotch, don’t be 
alarmed if you notice bottlings from a few 
other countries woven in: Australia, Eng-

land, Ireland, France, India, Japan and the Unit-
ed States also produce noteworthy single malts.

How to defi ne single malt? In Scotch speak, 
the single means it’s from one distillery, and the 
malt refers to the malted (ger-
minated) grain. When whiskies 
from more than one distillery are 
mingled together, it’s considered 
a blended whiskey. Since most 
whiskeys made in America (and 
other countries) are made at a 
single distillery anyway, odds 
are you’ve probably sampled a 
single malt without it being la-
beled as such. 

So this month, we deliberately made the 
category defi nition vague, calling for single-
malt whiskeys instead of the usual single-malt 
Scotch. In part, this was to invite surprises 
from outside the traditional Scotch universe—
and there are plenty, including the super-silky 
Hakushu and Yamazaki bottlings from Japan 

and the fruity Sullivans Cove Double Cask, 
made in Tasmania. 

But it also was a deliberate experiment: 
declaring a single-malt whiskey is a bold and 
specifi c statement for a non-Scotch producer. 
Self-identifying within this category oft en sig-
nals that what’s in the bottle is similar to a sin-
gle-malt Scotch. 

That’s the case at Seattle’s 
Westland Distillery, which is 
among those making intriguing 
Scotch-style whiskies entirely 
from barley (and more recent-
ly, peat) grown in Washing-
ton State. It’s also the case for 
France’s Armorik, which makes 
Breton single malts that cap-
ture the same elusive maritime 
essence—that briny-smoky bal-

ance—found in many island Scotches.
Of course, for traditionalists, there’s no 

shortage of single-malt Scotch to enjoy, includ-
ing a number of excellent new bottlings from 
The Glenlivet, Glenmorangie and Old Pulteney, 
among others.  

 —Kara Newman

Single-malt whiskeys: Scotch and beyond
SPIRITS

Declaring a single-
malt whiskey is a 
bold and specifi c 

statement for 
a non-Scotch 

producer. 
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 91 Great Lakes Christmas Ale (Winter Warmer; 
Great Lakes Brewing Co., OH). Thanks to all 

the forward sweet- and baking-spice character-
istics, this is like Christmas in a glass. Attractive 
notes of cinnamon stick, ginger, nutmeg, brown 
sugar, caramel and honey abound on the nose and 
carry through to the medium-weight palate. Toasted 
caramel malt, pie crust and fruit cake fl avors mingle 
harmoniously with the dominant spice tones, end-
ing dry and spicy, with a pleasant cinnamon-like 
warmth. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $12/12 oz 6 pack

 90 Deschutes Jubelale (Winter Warmer; De-
schutes Brewery, OR). There’s a pronounced 

warm, baking spice profi le to this winter warmer, 
though a pleasant hop kick adds an additional layer 
of fl avor on the palate and through the fi nish. Dark 
brown in the glass, the malt core grounds the sweet 
spice aromas and fl avors, lending enticing notes of 
caramel, brown bread, molasses and dried fruit to 

the medium-weight mouth. A touch of cocoa fl avor 
unfolds on the spicy fi nish. 
abv: 6.7% Price: $9/12 oz 6 pack

STOUTS

 95 Great Divide Oak Aged Yeti Imperial Stout 
(Russian Imperial Stout; Great Divide Brew-

ing Company, CO). This classic oak-aged stout is 
always a highly sought-aft er selection when it’s 
released each winter, thanks to its decadent roasty 
character, warming alcohol level and remarkable 
overall balance. It’s a complex and fl avorful brew, 
with assertive aromas and fl avors of roasted malt, 
cocoa powder, burnt coff ee, charred oak, dried 
black cherry, Raisinets, black pepper and vanilla 
bean. The mouthfeel is full and round, with a resin-
ous hop slick that lingers through the warm close. 
A perfect cold-weather sipper that can be enjoyed 
now, or cellared through 2018.
abv: 9.5% Price: $12/22 oz

 93 Port Brewing Santa’s Little Helper Impe-
rial Stout Aged in Bourbon Barrels (American 

Double/Imperial Stout; Port Brewing, CA). An impe-
rial stout aged in Bourbon barrels, this beer is not 
short on character. A thick, black pour with a small 
head promises intensity, and the nose delivers just 
that, with rich, boozy aromas of chocolate liqueur, 
maple wood, brown butter, dried fi gs, dates and a 
touch of resiny pine. Big and soft ly carbonated, with 
serious heft  to the roasted malt, caramel sauce, ci-
gar box and vanilla ice cream fl avors and a slight 
slick feel to the fi nish. The alcohol is noticeable, but 
through a pleasant warming sensation that remains 
on the fi nish. An idea cellaring beer that should 
evolve well through 2018.
abv: 12% Price: $13/330 ml

 90 Tallgrass Buffalo Sweat Oatmeal Cream 
Stout (Milk/Sweet Stout; Tallgrass Brewing 

Co., KS). This is a creamy, rich and full-bodied selec-
tion, with attractive aromas of roasted malt, Whop-
pers and coff ee. The palate off ers more of the same, 
the roasty profi le complemented by additional hints 
of cream and oats. Smooth and robust, it’s remark-
ably easy to drink, with a lingering fi nish of choco-
late malt fl avor. 
abv: 5% Price: $9/16 oz 4 pack

OTHER WINTER RELEASES

 91 Great Divide Hibernation Ale English-style Old 
Ale (Old Ale; Great Divide Brewing Co., CO).

This old ale pours a deep browned-garnet color, with 
a tan head that falls fast. Rich, malty aromas of cara-
mel, roasted nut, brown bread, milk chocolate and 
raisin abound on the nose and carry through to the 
rich, full-bodied palate. The texture is smooth and 
the mouthfeel round, with soft  carbonation that 
helps to lift  the sweet malt fl avors. Hints of dried 
fruit, chocolate and baking spice unfold on the fi nish.
abv: 8.7% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

 87 Samuel Adams Winter Lager (Bock; The Bos-
ton Beer Company, MA). A spiced wheat bock 

that’s brewed with orange peel, ginger and Viet-
namese and Indonesian cinnamons, this is a rich 
and spicy brew that off ers pronounced aromas and 
fl avors of caramel malt, baking spice, stone fruit 
and toff ee. It’s medium bodied, with an orange peel 
and hop bitterness that cuts through the sweet malt 
core and shows strongest on the fi nish. 
abv: 5.6% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

 87 Victory Winter Cheers (Hefeweizen; Victory 
Brewing Co., PA). A hefeweizen is a some-

what unusual style for a winter seasonal, but it 
works here, thanks to the beer’s gorgeous, festively 
golden color and bright, traditional aromas of ba-
nana, clove and raw dough, almost like the smell of 
a kitchen a few minutes aft er baked goods hit the 
oven. Medium bodied and well balanced, subtle 
bready malt and tropical fruit fl avors unfold on the 
palate, with medium carbonation and a full, spicy 
texture.
abv: 6.7% Price: $10/12 oz 6 pack

W
ith the holidays just around the cor-
ner and the cold days of winter on the 
horizon, there’s no better way to cel-
ebrate than with the beautiful boun-

ty of seasonal selections brewers release this 
time of year.  

A common style for the season is winter 
warmer. Typically robust and 
loaded with traditional holi-
day notes of sweet baking spice, 
dark fruits like fi gs and plums 
and an oft en roasty character 
reminiscent of warming by the 
fi re, winter warmers are excel-
lent options for a variety of cool-
weather gatherings and feasts.

Winter warmers tend to 
show a malt-driven core, with 
soft er accents of hoppy bitterness, though that 
will vary depending on the brewer’s style and 
location. Though the addition of spices are not 
necessary, and are actually more uncommon 
with international examples, domestic brewers 
favor a wassail style—this involves the addition 
of  whole baking spices like cinnamon or nut-
meg during the brewing process. Though bal-

anced, they are named for the traditional warm-
ing eff ect achieved during consumption thanks 
to moderate alcohol content, which, on average, 
can be anywhere from fi ve- to eight-percent al-
cohol by volume.

If you’re not too keen on those sweet spice 
fl avors, many breweries produce winter season-

al releases in other styles. As 
you’ll see below, some options 
include a hefeweizen, an old ale 
or even a bock.

But, second to winter warm-
ers, the next most popular se-
lection for a wintertime brew is 
a full-bodied stout. With bold, 
robust chocolate and coff ee fl a-
vors against a rich malty core, 
the decadence of a stout is hard 

to refuse, and oft en goes so well with traditional 
holiday fare, from ham to roasts and even San-
ta’s cookies.  

So, next time Old Man Winter is nipping at 
your heels, try warming up with some seasonal-
ly appropriate brews. Before you know it spring 
will be here, and these beers will be gone, so 
drink up while you can!  —Lauren Buzzeo 

Beers to cheers the holidays
BEER

Winter warmers 
tend to show a 

malt-driven core, 
with soft er 

accents of hoppy 
bitterness.
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ILLUMINATION STATION

WHEN DOURO’S STARS & VINEYARDS ALIGN 

The Milky Way highlights rows of grapevines in
Taylor Fladgate’s Quinta de Vargellas.
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My American Handmade Vodka beats the giant “Imports” 
every day. That’s because it’s distilled six times, we use 

old-fashioned pot stills we built ourselves, and taste test every 
batch to make sure you get only the best. Try American!

Tito’s is made from corn, so it’s naturally gluten-free.
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