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Autumn has arrived and the days are getting 
shorter, not to mention Halloween is just 
around the corner! This issue we have lots 

for you to get your teeth into; first up we have our 
bathroom feature which is full of stylish inspiration, 
covering showers, baths, basins and taps, from 
the contemporary to the more classic finish. With 
the change of the seasons it is nice to change up 

your interiors to suit, and with that in mind, we bring you the latest in interior trends as 
highlighted by independent Irish interior designers and interior experts from well-known 
interior brands.

Heating in an Irish home is important all year round, but more so in the colder months. 
Our heating feature brings you the latest wood-burning stoves. From traditional to more 
contemporary designs, as well as those designed to heat small or large spaces, we highlight 
a range of options to add atmosphere to your home.

Speaking of heating things up, our kitchen appliances feature brings you the latest in 
technology and function in the kitchen with a selection of range cookers, hobs and ovens; 
perfect timing for you to cook up lots of seasonal eats.

Our readers’ homes this issue are a real treat. Colin and Ruth’s unique self-build in 
Ballymena is exceptional in style and design. They thought outside the box for this one, 
with a brightly coloured kitchen and contemporary furnishings, and it has really paid off. 
Next we are off to Kenmare, where artist Jacqueline has revived two dilapidated farm 
cottages to create a stunning rural escape filled with rustic country charm. Then there is 
Martin and Nuala’s three-bed Georgian villa in Dublin which has been transformed into a 
home full of natural light.

As for our reader’s kitchen, Paul and Claire’s Neptune kitchen in their Kildare home 
combines bright cabinetry and worktops with lots of natural light flowing into the space 
through the brand new double glazed doors, creating a beautiful space.

Clodagh McKenna brings us delicious recipes from her cookbook, ‘Clodagh’s Irish 
Kitchen’ and travel this issue takes us to the medieval city of Kilkenny before we take off 
around the globe in search for our top ten spooky destinations in time for Halloween.

Finally, if you or someone you know has a home that you would like to see featured in 
the magazine, please contact editorial on 028 91473979 or email editorial@ihil.net
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Upholstered chair from the Maison Christian Lacroix collection for Roche Bobois. L45 x 
H101 x D48cm. The Lacroix collection includes a dining table and chairs, small furniture 

pieces, lighting, and rugs. €1,310 each. Phone Dublin 01 6531650. roche-bobois.com

homestyle
An inspirational selection of the latest traditional 

and contemporary furniture, fabric and 

accessories for your home.



homestyle
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Fallen Leaves
Leaf candleholder by 
MyHiddenPalace on 
DaWanda. £6.50.  
dawonda.com

Floral Earth
Autumn embroidery 

wreath from Linen & Fred. 
£45. linenandfred.co.uk

Blossoming bees
Beefayre Linden Blossom reed 
diffuser. £14. beefayre.com

Oh Deer
M&Co deer print cushion. 
£19. mandco.com

Throw it over
Mohair throws Autumn Colours 

from Annabel James. £85. 
annabeljames.co.uk

Wall Art
Autumn feature wall mural by Purlfrost. 

Price on request. purlfrost.com

Who’s the Fairest 
of Them All?

Woo Design round wall mirror. €79. 
Phone Dublin 0877 611698. woodesign.ie



Handcrafted LUXUrY

Drumleck, Castlebellingham, Co. Louth (Exit 15 of M1, only 45mins from Dublin & Belfast)
T: 042 937 2625     E: info@connorsofdrumleck.ie    Showroom by appointment only

www.oconnorsofdrumleck.ie



Switched On
Pooky Nellie table lamp. £90. pooky.com

Come Dine With Me
New Haven extension dining table, €649 and New 
Haven dining chair, €199 from Harvey Norman. 
Sterling price on request. Phone Belfast, 028 9038 
9600 or Dublin 01 8847400. harveynorman.ie

Care for a Chair?
The Kae Collection from The French Bedroom Company. 
£485. Phone 01444 415430 frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk

Paint it
Annie Sloan has 
released new colours 
from her chalk paint 
collection, with this 
Amsterdam Green 
being one. £18.95 per 
litre. Phone Ceramica 
Etc, Bangor 028 9127 
1227; Doris & Jeanie, 
Belfast 028 9543 8177 
or Moss Cottage, 
Dundrum 01 2157696. 
anniesloan.com

Ombre Love
Velvet ombre cushion from 

Oliver Bonas. £27. Phone Belfast, 
028 9066 1038. oliverbonas.co.uk

To the Side
HomeSense green sideboard. £129.99. 
homesense.co.uk

homestyle
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AWARD WINNING DESIGN

302 Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3EU
T: 028 9020 9209 | ROI: +44 (0) 28 9020 9209 | E: sales@parkesinteriors.co.uk

www.parkesinteriors.co.uk

AWARD WINNING DESIGN

302 Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, BT4 3EU
T: 028 9020 9209 | ROI: +44 (0) 28 9020 9209 | E: sales@parkesinteriors.co.uk

www.parkesinteriors.co.uk

AWARD WINNING DESIGN
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Salt ‘n’ Shake
Muuto white and black grinders 
from Rume. Other colours 
available. £55. rume.co.uk

Screen Scene 
Black and white tree themed screen 

from Arthouse. £90. arthouse.com

One Fine Tune
Ruark Audio table top stereo 

with Bluetooth/Wifi in soft white 
from Amara. £399. amara.com

Robed in Black 
Penthouse two door wardrobe 
from Very. £199. very.co.uk

Honey Bee 
Hexagon hive pattern side  
table from The French  
Bedroom Company. 
Phone 01444 415430. £295. 
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk Slice of Time 

Freakish black and white clock from 
Barnaby & Co. £57. barnabyco.com

The Chopping Block 
Curious Egg white marble chopping 

board. £18. curiousegg.com



Uno Modern Living
52 Boucher Road, Belfast, BT12 6HR

T: 028 9068 2496   www.unomodernliving.com
Members of the Albert Graham Limited Group

Algram
1-5 Railway Street, Ballymena, BT24 2AA
T: 028 2564 0206   www.algram.co.uk

View the complete range of Hypnos divans and mattresses on offer in store now
At Algram we currently stock electric and adjustable beds from only £599*

Complete Luxury
Handcrafted 

Hypnos Clarence Supreme

Hypnos St. James

*Qualifying customers only
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In the Silver Seat
Sweetpea and Willow Albertine 

swivel love seat. £1,945. 
sweetpeaandwillow.com

Some Shape
Kelly Hoppen prism candle 

holder. £15. Phone 020 37019333. 
kellyhoppen.com

Cheese Please
Beautiful white marble cheese knives from 
Oliver Bonas. Set of four. £39. Phone Belfast 
028 9066 1038. oliverbonas.com

Hitting the Big Light
1950’s style spotlight from The Old 

Cinema. £595. theoldcinema.co.uk

Lookin’ at You 
Chrome stag from 

Arthouse. £75. 
arthouse.com

Golden Globe!
Gold effect globe on stand from 
Artisanti. £79. artisanti.com

Picture This!
Joy hexagon shaped photo frame in 
rose gold. £15. joythestore.com
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Jar of Hearts 
Pastel pink ceramic 
storage jar with hearts 
from The Contemporary 
Home. £18. tch.net

Place for 
Sparkle
Ornate jewellery box in  
plum from Orchid Furniture. 
£69. Phone 020 73847443. 
orchidfurniture.co.uk

Sweet Touch 
Daisy Park decorative 

sugar bowl in  
fantasy floral. £11.  

daisypark.co.uk

Suit Me Up!
Set of two vintage inspired floral suitcases from 
Laura Ashley. £45. Phone Belfast 028 9068 7454 
or Dublin 01 8851292. lauraashley.com

Sitting Floral
Magnolia printed armchair from Bryony 

& Bloom. £1445. byronyandbloom.com

Table Top Ready 
Wilkinson five set tea towels in 
purple and white. £4. wilko.com

Toned Wings
Terrarium purple emperor butterfly 
cushion. £75. terrariumdesigns.co.uk



With the innovative fusion of ceramics and furniture, Darling New c-bonded creates purist, sleek 
washbasin solutions.  Thanks to a radically new technical solution developed by Duravit, the washbasin 
is bonded to the vanity unit in an innovative way. Manufactured with millimetre precision, the ceramic 
of the washbasin fi ts accurately to the furniture. The materials bond seamlessly and appear to be a 
single unit. For more information, please visit www.duravit.co.uk.

DARLING NEW C-BONDED. NEW TECHNOLOGY. NEW PURISM.
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Anyone for Coffee?
Coffee print from Of Life & Lemons. 

£14.50. oflifeandlemons.co.uk

Woodn’t You?
Wooden apples produce tray 

for a rustic decorative effect, from 
DotComGiftShop. £13.95. dotcomgiftshop.com

Creepy Candles
Metal tree candelabra  
from PUJI. £69. puji.comSofa, so Good!

Lissom sofa from Rume, grey with orange cushions. 
Price on request. Phone 01273 777810. rume.com

Tick Tock, 
Pumpkin O’Clock
Newgate Cubic II alarm clock in 
pumpkin orange. £25. newgateclocks.com

Orange Love
Large bubble vase in from Kelly 
Hoppen. £110. kellyhoppen.com



C O T E  D ’ A Z U R

www.clarke-c larke.com
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C O M P E T I T I O N

Tourism Northern Ireland is celebrating the 
Northern Ireland Year of Food and Drink 
2016 and offering one lucky reader the 
chance to win a short city break in Belfast 
with tickets to the BBC Good Food Show, 
which will be staged at Belfast’s Waterfront 
Hall from 14th to 16th October 2016. This 
fantastic prize includes a one night stay for 
two people in the stylish 4-star Malmaison 
Hotel, Belfast with full Irish breakfast and a 
pair of tickets to the BBC Good Food Show 
NI worth approximately £250. Take a seat in 
front of a host of Britain’s most popular chefs, 
whilst soaking up the exciting Supertheatre 
environment as they cook delicious dishes 
live on stage. Learn top tips and prized recipes 
straight from the mouths of experts, including 
Paul Hollywood, James Martin, Emmett 
McCourt and the Hairy Bikers.

Over 100 of the region’s best artisan 
producers of food and drink and state of the 
art kitchenware and gadget exhibitors will 
be present at the Show. Here, visitors have a 
chance to shop for local produce, enjoy taste 
testing, and chat to the exhibitors themselves. 

How to enter
Answer the following question:
Where is the BBC Good Food Show 
NI taking place?

Win a short break in Belfast with tickets to  
the BBC Good Food Show Northern Ireland

Send your answer, name, address, email and 
phone number marked BBC Good Food Show 
Competition to Ireland’s homes Interiors & Living, 
PO Box 42, Bangor, County Down, BT19 7AD or 
Ashgrove House, Kill Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, 
County Dublin or enter online at ihil.net

For more information about the Year of Food 
and Drink 2016, contact Tourism NI on Callsave 
1850 230 230 or visit discovernorthernireland.
com. For more information about the BBC 
Good Food Show NI and to purchase tickets, 
visit bbcgoodfoodshow.com.

Terms & Conditions
Entrants must be over 18. Entries must be 
received no later than 5pm on Friday 30th 
September 2016. One separate email/postcard 
for each competition. Judge’s decision is final. 
Prize includes accommodation in a double 
room on 14th or 15th October 2016 plus a 
pair of general admission tickets to the BBC 
Good Food Show NI, valid on either 14th, 15th 
or 16th October 2016. Prize is as stated and 
non-transferable. Travel is the winner’s own 
responsibility, as is any item, service, or cost  
not expressly stated to be included in the prize. 
See discovernorthernireland.com/ 
Competition-Terms-and-Conditions-A2778  
for full terms and conditions.

Limestone is a new eco-friendly porcelain 
range from Domus that captures all the 
classic beauty of the natural material. 
Using high resolution ink-jet printing, the 
simulation of limestone is detailed and 
precise, available in four colours, three 
finishes and three sizes up to 1192 x 595mm. 
Porcelain always offers practical, high 
performance benefits such as being non-
porous, frost-proof, does not have to be 
sealed and comes in a regular thickness for 
easier installation. In the case of Limestone, 
there are additional benefits: the 14mm thick 
solid, flat surfaces offer high slip resistance, 
even when wet, and are produced using 
innovative Microban® antibacterial surface 
technology to offer superb standards of 
hygiene. Limestone is suitable for floors and 
walls, internally and externally and is made 
with 40 per cent recycled content. Phone 
0207 8192300. domusgroup.com

Limestone –  
a convincing 
Porcelain Replica
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Following the success of the floor-
standing models in the L-Cube furniture 
series from Duravit, design-conscious 
customers can now benefit from floor-
standing options in the additional series 
of Vero, X-Large and Happy D.2. Their 
design offers more storage capacity at 
the bottom of the units than their wall-
mounted counterparts and elegantly 
integrates into any bathroom scheme. 
Solid die cast zinc furniture feet impress 
with a modern reduced finish. They can 
be mounted either on both sides of the 
front, or at the front and at the back of 
the cabinet to provide stable support. 
All floor-standing or wall-mounted 
Duravit bathroom furniture is flexible and 
functional and can be adjusted to fit any 
given situation. With these additional 
floor-standing furniture models, Duravit 
is supporting international planners, 
architects and designers to create ever 
more individual bathroom schemes. 
Phone Beggs & Partners, Ballymena  
028 2564 5121, Belfast 028 9023 5791,
Lisburn 028 9262 1133, Newtownards 028 
9182 6680, Maghera 028 7964 5599 and 
Portadown 028 3839 2000. For stockists 
phone 0845 500 7787. duravit.co.uk

Vinyl flooring manufacturer, Karndean 
Designflooring is unveiling its longest, 1.5 metre 
plank design to date as part of its new LooseLay 
Longboard collection. LooseLay Longboard features 
12 sophisticated and contemporary wood designs, 
each inspired by authentic European, American 
and Australian woods including pine, walnut 
and spotted gum, to name but a few. Enhancing 
its popular Karndean LooseLay range, LooseLay 
Longboard introduces a 1500mm x 250mm format 
with a 0.55mm wear layer and 4.5mm thickness. 

Bathroom 
furniture with 
additional 
storage space 
from Duravit

Karndean Designflooring introduces 
new LooseLay Longboard

The unique collection is designed for quick and 
easy installation, meaning less disruption for busy 
homes and lifestyles, and impact in larger areas 
of the home including hallways, open-plan living 
spaces and bedrooms. With colourways and 
finishes designed to complement emerging trends 
in home interior design, each wood hue not only 
replicates the realistic beauty and individuality of 
its original source, but also remains easy to clean 
and practical. For more information or stockists 
visit karndean.com  

LooseLay Longboard French Grey Oak LLP308.

TV3’s Lisa Cannon joins the 
Meadows & Byrne team

Meadows & Byrne is delighted to announce Lisa 
Cannon, anchor of TV3’s fashion and beauty 
show Xposé, as their new Brand Ambassador 
to help grow brand awareness and promotion 
beyond their 12 stores and online. As part of her 
role, Lisa will guest blog for MeadowsandByrne.
com, sharing her interior tips while showcasing 
the latest Meadows & Byrne products and 
promoting Irish home furnishings, interiors and 
fashion. Lisa comments, ‘I am thrilled and proud 
to be working with Meadows & Byrne, an Irish 
company that has stood the test of time for 
over 20 years. Their ethos of focusing on style 
rather than trends is one I personally abide 
by and I can’t wait to see the newest trends 
arriving in-store and online for Autumn/Winter 
2016!’ meadowsandbyrne.com



Denali Collection

www.ashleywildegroup.co.uk

www.kaifabrics.com



Spaces
Shorter days mean that you will 

be spending more time in the style 

and comfort of your bedroom.

Sleeping

22

Pretty Pastels...
Delicate, pretty pieces for your bedroom.

Night Owl
Owl table lamp  
from Next. £35.  

next.co.uk/next.ie

Fresh Fragrance
Fresh citrus candle from House of Fraser. 
£22. houseoffraser.co.uk



Newsflash!
Looking for a first ‘big bed’ for your little 
one? Noa & Nani’s contemporary Hove Day 
Bed is the latest design in the online store’s 
collection of fun and functional children’s 
furniture. Beautifully crafted from solid wood 
and finished in a Scandi-inspired grey lacquer, 
the charming single style offers superior 
quality and timeless appeal that will last 
children from toddler through to pre-teen 
years. Featuring a solid wooden backboard 
and sleek curved side panels, it can also be 
used as a comfy sofa during the day and the 
pull out trundle bed makes for the ultimate 
sleepover solution when friends come to stay. 
£119. Phone 01303 872957. noaandnani.co.uk
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Mood boardStyLe SteaL
Boutique Hotel  
Peacock Blue Hotel Bexley Ivory 
bedlinen from Bedeck. Beautifully 
simple stripes have an enduring 
elegance and Bexley’s appeal 
lies in its luxuriously soft sateen 
weave made from finest 300 
thread count egyptian cotton. 
the reverse is a smooth 200 
thread count cotton percale. the 
bed can be layered with a range 
of stylish accessories in an alluring 
combination of colours, textures 
and patterns. available in white 
and ivory. From £70 for duvet 
covers and £24 for pillowcases. 
For your local Irish stockist phone 
0845 6030861. bedeckhome.com

your questioNs 
aNswered

QI only have a small budget to decorate my new 
home, would you advise holding back on the 

bedroom décor for now?

aeven when the day is pure chaos, your bedroom 
is the one place where you should always be able 

to go and regroup. therefore, it is really important to 
choose décor you love and this doesn’t have to mean 
spending a fortune. Often top quality brands offer  
an outlet store where you might be lucky enough to 
pick up everything you need - or be creative and try 
mixing and matching complementary collections.

Gallery Walls
Sleep amongst your 
favourite paintings.

Coloured bed 
frames help to 

make a style 
statement 

within your 
bedroom  

design.

some bedroom 
inspiration that we 

felt we should share.

Sweet Storage
Hangers from Primark/Penneys. 
£3/€4. primark.com

Coloured Lights
Cable & Cotton 20 ball 

string lights in seasalt 
from Houseology. £23. 

houseology.com

Colour Swatch!

Simply Beautiful!



Style Steal
Duravit Me by Starck 
bathroom series offers 
maximum individual  
design possibilities. Price  
on request. 0845 500 7787.
duravit.co.uk

Spaces
a selection of inspirational 

ideas for the bathroom.

Bathing
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Bin it!
Crumbled red bin from Design My 
World. €39.95. designmyworld.net

Quirky bathroom accessories...

Double
trouble

Whale double 
hook wall hanger 

from PASX. £12. 
pasx.co.uk



Newsflash!
Matki introduce the new eauZone Plus Curved 
enclosure, innately beautiful with breakthrough 
engineering. Following the wide success of the 
eauZone Plus Sliding Door, the Curved is built 
with the best in high performing materials. Most 
uniquely the unit is engineered entirely from 
10mm solid glass, allowing for the satisfying 
smooth movement distinctive to eauZone Plus 
collection and an exceptional robustness and 
reassurance unchartered in curved design. 
Phone 01454 322888.
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Mood board
Our favourite things 
online this month...

EXPERT 
OPINION

QMy bathroom is quite small, is there a 
way to open it up more?

aMirrors can make a space feel much 
bigger than it actually is! they help to 

disperse light and also create the illusion of 
depth, while serving a function too. With 
lots of styles to choose from you can really 
transform your space.

Nautical Charm!

Tile Style!

White Wash Love!

Rustic white wash vibes  
as seen on nativetrails.net

Continuity with  
tiles as seen on 
homestolove.com.au

Nautical 
styled wallpaper 
inspo as seen on 
decoratingcentre.wardgroup.co.uk

Snap Happy
Crocodiles print from Artfinder. 

£105. artfinder.co.uk

Brush your teeth
tooth shaped toothbrush holder from Yellow 
Octopus. £15.50. yellowoctopus.com.au
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interior trend

Dark Glamour
Reaching into the darker months our interior trends are turning more gothic.

Add some luscious velvets with French styled furnishings to get the look.

Rococo Noir blanket box from Newtons Furniture. 
£229. Phone 01626 333006. newtonsfurniture.co.uk

Smoke Armchair 
from Moooi. Price 
on request. Phone 
Minima, Dublin 01 

6337716. moooi.com

Ornate Black Monaco Mirror 
from Ayers & Graces. £199. Phone 
01582 536760. ayersandgraces.com

Metz gold five arm 
candleabra from 
Artisanti. £106. 
Phone 0345 2591410. 
artisanti.com

Versailles curved luxury upholstered bed 
from The French Bedroom Company. 

£1,750. Phone 01444 415430. 
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk

Bardot three seater velvet styled 
Chesterfield from Made. £1,199. 
Phone 03442 571 888. made.com
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Wingback armchair from 
Rume gives Dracula vibes. 

Price on request. Phone 
01273 777810. rume.com

Argos Heart of House velvet scroll 
cushion. £12.99. argos.co.uk/argos.ie

Highland plain compact sofa in Teplum Plum, 
£999; plum velvet cushion, £19.50; La Perla 

cushion in plum, £15; gothic lantern,  £55; 
decorative footed lidded filled candle £12; tall 

wisteria vase,  £45 and large gloss Napoleon 
clock, £79, all M&S. marksandspencer.com

Basselink & Jones 
pendant style lantern. 
£919. besselink.com

M&Co Berry 
velvet cushion. 
£10. mandco.co.uk
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i n t e r ior colu m n i st

in the
Know
Our mix of interesting ideas 

and tips for your home.

deardesigner.co.uk
Follow Carole King, established interior 
designer, writer and self proclaimed design 
junkie who shares her active interest in 
all things design. The articles are full of 
information on providing simple looks to 
achieve numerous spaces to providing 
suggestions on which type of flooring suits 
your home and things that have inspired 
her from books she has came across and 
spending time in locations that have caught 
her designer interest.

3 of the best...
Lanterns

MUST HAVE!
If you have a plain wall that could do with a bit of 
sprucing up have a peek at the gorgeous Hua Trees 
Collection by Sian Zeng. These full scale mural 
wallpapers, like this intricately detailed tree themed 
mural in a neutral pink, adds rapture and a touch 
of oriental softness to the room. Each roll is hand 
printed using paper from sustainable forests and a 
grey colour option is also available. Wallpaper length 
per roll is 10m. trim the white top of the wallpaper 
as you need. £175. sianzeng.com 

Expert Tip: Window Dressing 
If you have a window with a less than inspiring view, a fabric with 
a pretty illustration is a great option to divert attention away from 
outside and back into your space. A top tip is to choose a neutrally 
coloured fabric for two thirds of the length with a knock out pattern on 
the lower third for a eye-catching effect. Using an eyelet heading on the 
railing will ensure that the fabric will hang properly without crinkling or 
absorbing heat from the radiator if one is positioned below the window.

What’s 
On...
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Morrocan style 
coloured glass lantern 
in red by Boutique 
Camping. £18.

Miners enamel coated steel 
lantern in clay by Costal 
House. £11. costalhome.co.uk

Large stainless steel 
lantern by Annabel 

James. £68.95. 
annabeljames.co.uk

Cashel Arts Festival, Co Tipperary. 29th September - 2nd October 2016. 
Cashel Arts Festival is a four day festival set in the town of Cashel in 
County Tipperary, famous for the ancient and iconic Rock of Cashel. 

The significant heritage sites in the town form a dramatic backdrop to a 
fine selection of contemporary arts events every autumn. Cashel Arts 
Festival’s motto is ‘Arts for All’. The festival places a strong emphasis 

on inclusion and participation in the arts: music, dance, visual arts, 
film, theatre, workshops, family events and literature all regularly 

feature. Whether you want to sit back and be entertained  
or get ‘stuck in’ and learn something new, this  

festival will have something for you. 
cashelartsfest.com



Keep up to date with your favourite 
interiors magazine by subscribing to our

monthly on-line
Newsletter

As a valued subscriber you’ll be the first to learn of special  
offers and competitions. So what are you waiting for?

simply visit ihil.net and click  
‘sign up to our Newsletter’

+44 (0) 2870 824100



 COM PETITION

I always enjoyed craft projects growing 
up so it felt very natural for me to 
explore how I could tie my passions 

together,’ says Kathryn. ‘At the moment 
I create prints of my illustrative work 
and hand print candles with some of 
my illustrations. Over the past couple 
of years I also created crystal hanging 
pendants, large collage wall pieces, 

illustrated tea cups and crystal dreamcatcher wall hangings.
‘I have always had a strong DIY mentality so I try to approach all projects that way; 

doing as much of the work myself from the design process to the shipment. My design 
aesthetic has always leaned towards darker illustration, some geometrical design 
with an overall strong tattoo influence ‘goth-chic’ perhaps?’

HerMothersEyes started three years ago when Kathryn decided to share some 
of her illustrations online. ‘In my industry you do a lot of drawing and it felt like 
I had a lot of work sitting around in folders doing nothing,’ she explains. ‘When 
someone looks at a tattoo, it can be hard to see it in any other context other 
than a tattoo on skin. We all have met someone who has said ‘ I love tattoos but 
I could never get one,’ and hearing this a lot led me down the path of exploring 
artprints and homeware.

“I felt like I wanted to create products with the same passion and hard work  
as a tattoo, which reflected my aesthetic, that someone could display and enjoy  
in their home without committing to an actual tattoo.’

Kathryn finds a lot of her inspiration in her day-to-day job as a tattooist, aswell  
as getting out and about. ‘My boyfriend and I love exploring around Ireland and  
this can have a huge influence on my work, whether it is a cool motif on a 
gravestone in Glasnevin cemetery or a flower in a Belfast botanical garden.’

Kathryn was involved with London Tattoo Convention 2015, one of the biggest 
tattoo conventions going, where she had her illustrated candles on sale, which was a 
huge achievement for her to be working alongside some of the best artists in the world. 
Being involved in Culture Night 2015 was another special moment for 
Kathryn. ‘For the first time I felt like my aesthetic was being appreciated 
outside of the tattoo world. I had two large geometrical and collage 
pieces on display, and amazingly both pieces sold.’

In the future, Kathryn would love to expand her 
business into other homeware and clothing items. She 
is currently working on a web-store relaunch, aswell as 
some new designs and completely new products for the 
Christmas season. You can also buy one-off art pieces 
from her studio. She recently collaborated with Amanda 
of FeralWitch Jewellery & Taxidermy and would love the 
opportunity to work with other creatives.
Keep up to date with HerMothersEyes at 
hermotherseyes.bigcartel.com

designer profile
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Ireland’s Homes Interiors & Living magazine along 
with HerMothersEyes is offering one reader the 
chance to win a pair of candles. Worth £20.

How to enter
Answer the following question: 
What does Kathryn do by trade?

Send your answer, name, address, email and phone number 
marked HerMothersEyes Competition to Ireland’s Homes 
Interiors & Living magazine, PO Box 42, Bangor, County 
Down, BT19 7AD or Ashgrove House, Kill Avenue, Dun 
Laoghaire, County Dublin or enter online at: ihil.net

Entries must be received no later than 5pm on Friday 30th 
September 2016. One entry per household. One separate 
email /postcard for each competition. Judge’s decision is 
final. No cash alternative. Prizes are non-transferable. 

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter 
please include your email address with your entry.

Kathryn Kirk is a tattoo artist by trade, and combining her love for 

crafts and tattoo illustrations she decided to take the plunge into 

selling her artwork and doing commissioned illustrations.

HerMothersEyes 
by Kathryn Kirk

‘
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KitchenAid
From the introduction of its legendary stand 

mixer in 1919 and its first dishwasher in 1949, 

KichenAid, part of the Whirlpool Corporation, 

has built on the legacy of these icons.

Design Excellence
The full KitchenAid range of small and 
major appliances and cooking tools has 
always been awarded for a timeless, 
distinct and bold design that adds 
presence to any style of kitchen and was 
inspired by the iconic Stand Mixer. Sure 
enough, its fine craftmanship, durability, 
robustness, quality materials and strict 
attention to details were at the base of 
all KitchenAid’s small, standing and built-
in major appliances design, from that 
moment on.

Almost a century ago in 1919, Herbert 
Johnson, an engineer designer from 
Ohio, invented a miraculous machine 

that was slated to revolutionise the lives of 
cooking experts and gourmets: the ‘H5, the 
first household eggbeater. While testing 
the H5 robot, a wife of a Company Director 
unknowingly invented the brand name when 
she explained, ‘I don’t care what you call it, 
it’s the best kitchen aid I’ve ever had’ - and 
KitchenAid was born.

This mixer became a design icon and 
forerunner for a wide range of domestic 
appliances, small and major. Nowadays, 
KitchenAid is a full kitchen resources brand, 
offering a complete range of small and major 
domestic appliances, bakeware, cookware 
and utensils. All products are carefully 
thought out with close attention to detail.

The New Range of Major Appliances
Today, KitchenAid renews the design by 
presenting a new aesthetic for its major 
appliances: history and innovation merge to 
shape the perfect kitchen, a place of superb 
design and excellent craftmanship. The new 
aethestic relies on carefully chosen details 
such as the red medallion, textured surfaces, 
refined materials, chromed, framed and wide 
windows; white navigator display and the 
raised badge bearing the KitchenAid logo.

Robust to the touch, the beautifully 
crafted features are exceptionally functional, 
conveying a sense of substance, durability 
and authenticity while meeting the practical 
requirements of professionals, home chefs or 
anyone passionate about food.

Available from Worrell’s Electrical Expert, 
Malahide 01 8452987.
kitchenaid.co.uk



Condensation problems?

For a FREE survey / quotation call +44 (0)28 7963 2424 info@beamcentralsystems.com    Opus Business Park, Magherafelt BT45 6BB.

www.beamcentralsystems.com

Solve them with a low energy positive ventilation system from Beam...

� Eliminate condensation & mould growth
� Remove musty odours
� Improve indoor air quality
� Save energy
� May eliminate the need for extractors/window vents
� Suitable for existing and new homes



Make a Splash
Take your bathing experience to the next level with some of the latest  

in style and technology in tubs, showers, wet rooms and sanitary ware. 

B AT H ROOM S
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Glass Design ICE column handles with ICE oval 
basin; this glamorous tuning series of matching 
crystal basins and tap handles displays the 
material mastery and artistry with which Glass 
Design has become synonymous. Price on request. 

Top Tips

Fascinating Faucets
Take the time to browse taps before you 
pick, you would be surprised of the number 
of different styles and finishes, functions and 
forms, that there are out there – from brass 
to illuminating lighting.



ExpErT advicE

Emma Foster, Senior Marketing Manager,  
Mira Showers
One of the key bathroom trends we have noticed 
at Mira has been the growing popularity of walk-
in showers as they combine convenience of use 
and the minimalist aesthetic many consumers 
aspire to. A complete wet room remains an 
aspiration for many consumers as the ultimate 
expression of this look comes with a number of 
practical difficulties. In order to prevent long-
term water egress problems the wet-room needs 
to be fully tanked, a complex job that requires 
specialist skills and knowledge. If done correctly 
then a very reliable solution can be delivered – if 
not it can turn into an expensive mess.

B AT H ROOM S
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Top Tips

Golden Age
Add an opulent bath or flashes of gold in 
your bathroom space to add a glamorous, 
grandeur touch. You will feel as though 
you are in spa in a your own home!

B AT H ROOM S
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1 Consisting of 12 different showerheads, the Spa 
Series by Aquademy features ground-breaking 
technology which allows all models to guarantee 
high performance functioning even at lower 
pressures, thereby using significantly less water than 
other multifunctional showerheads. Price on request. 
2 In the bathroom, GROHE provides smooth 
joystick mixer handling for effortless precision and 
ultimate convenience with its new FeatherControl 
technology. The brand’s new Eurocube Joy mixer 
range has a joystick cartridge with a wider volume 
and temperature angle, to provide precise control 
and smooth operation. From £237. Euro price on 
request. 3 Designed by Carlo Colombo, DIVINA is a 
range of whirlpools available in 5 sizes* and offering 
Teuco’s unique concealed whirlpool jet system 
across all three Teuco hydrotherapy whirlpool types. 
Price on request. 4 Albany free-standing natural 
stone bath from Arcade Bathrooms. £3,190. Euro 
price on request.
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Top Tips

Colour Confidence
Colour can completely transform your bathroom. 
Whether you have a traditional styled bathroom, 
or contemporary, introduce a bold hue to give 
your space a bit of character and dimension.

1

2

1 Mira Flight Safe showing a fine example of an 
exquisite Mira shower wetroom. Prices on request. 2 
Villeroy & Boch Subway bathroom collection. Prices 
on request. 3 Freestanding 134 curved vanity unit with 
doors, Dark Olive and Minerva Carrara white worktop 
with integrated white basin (£2,649, tap not included) 
and Ornate light with chrome base and clear glass 
vase jade (£175), with curved mirror (£229), all from 
Burlington. Euro prices on request. 4 Perrin & Rowe’s 
Traditional Collection three hole wall mounted spout 
with lever handles in satin brass. Perrin & Rowe’s Satin 
Brass finish has strong shades of yellow ochre for a 
more matte look. Introduced to work alongside the 
standard collection of Chrome, Nickel and Pewter by 
Perrin & Rowe, Satin Brass is sure to answer the latest 
desire for metallic interiors this 2016. Price on request. 
5 Lapiaz bathtub omits complete luxury, from Maison 
Valentina. Price on request. 6 The lovely Vigore bath 
by Clearwater. £2,295. Euro price on request.  
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Top Tips

High Tech
Technology in bathrooms has evolved 
a lot over the years, with more digital 
products out there than ever before. From 
handsfree taps to demisting mirrors, there 
are bathroom technologies out there 
designed to make our lives easier.

5

1 Bauhaus Glide II 70 unit in Driftwood. £840. 
Euro price on request. 2 This classy, stylish Glass 
by Merlyn Shower Panel & Swivel is available 
with or without an End Panel. This contemporary 
design is made from up to 10mm toughened 
glass, with a 300mm Swivel Panel. Price on 
request. 3 Laura Ashley LABC Monograph 
600mm wall-mounted white drawer unit & Opus 
bath. Price on request. 4 Simpsons Pier shower 
hinged door. From £689. 5 The Cape Code 
collection from Duravit. Prices on request.
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1 The Inspira range from Roca. Price from £300. 2 The Water Collection Brooklyn wall mounted 
three hole basin mixer with 217mm spout in a gunmetal finish. £1,172. 3 Triton’s Thames vertical 
shower pole. €430. Sterling price on request. 4 Compact ocean 60cm mirror cabinet (£329) and 
compact 60cm and Quattrocast basin (£578) by Britton. Euro price on request. 5 Design single mode 
shower kit with Kai lever thermostatic shower valve from Crosswater. £245.

A
Aquademy
01279 771159 (s).
aquademy.eu
Arcade
arcadebathrooms.com (s).
bathroombrand.com (s).

B
Bauhaus
Soaks Bathroom, 
Belfast 028 9068 1121.
bauhaus-bathrooms.co.uk
Britton
Glen Merchants, 
Belfast 028 9066 9444.
Sykes Bathrooms, 
Belfast 028 9077 0044.
brittonbathrooms.com
Burlington
burlingtonbathrooms.com (s).

C
Clearwater
Beggs & Partners
Ballymena 028 2564 5121.
Belfast 028 9023 5791.
Lisburn 028 9262 1133.
Newtownards 028 9182 6680.
Maghera 028 7964 5599.
Portadown 028 3839 2000.
bathroombrands.com
Crosswater
crosswater.co.uk (s).

D
Duravit
0845 500 7787 (s).
duravit.co.uk

G
Glass Design
01279 771159 (s).
glassdesign.it
Grohe
Bathquip, Dublin 01 316043040.
Tubs and Tiles, Kilkenny 01 5652752.
grohe.com/uk grohe.com/ie

L
Laura Ashley
0871 230 2301 (s).
lauraashley.com

STOCKISTS M
Merlyn Shower
Beggs & Partners
Ballymena 028 2564 5121,
Belfast 028 9023 5791,
Lisburn 028 9262 1133,
Newtownards 028 9182 6680,
Maghera 028 7964 5599 and
Portadown 028 3839 2000. 
Dublin 056 7791555 (s).
merlynshowering.com
Mira Showers
Watershed Bathroom, 
Antrim 028 9448 1355.
DPL, Dun Laoighre 01 2843560.
mirashowers.co.uk (s).
Maison Valentina
maisonvaletina.net

P
Perrin & Rowe
Bodel Distributors, 
Lisburn 028 9267 2412 (s).
perrinandrowe.co.uk

R

Roca

uk.roca.com (s).

S

Simpsons
bathroombrands.com (s).

T
Teuco
01279 771159 (s).
teuco.com
The Watermark Collection
thewatermarkcollection.eu (s).
Triton
024 7634 4441 (s).
tritonshowers.ie

V
Villeroy & Boch
AJ’s Elite Bathrooms, 
Newry 028 3025 2333.
Glenhill Merchants, 
Belfast 028 9066 9444.
Haldane Fisher, 
Newry 028 3026 3201 (s). 
villeroy-boch.com

(s) = PHONE FOR STOCKISTS



Tick-Tock
As we get ready to turn the clocks 

back for Autumn/Winter why 

not consider adding one of 

these stylish wall clocks 

to your home décor.

A selection of wall clocks from Argos. 
Priced from £14.99/€17. argos.co.uk  argos.ie
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essentials

House Doctor wall clock from 
Eclect Design. £68. Phone 0208 2990261. 

eclectdesign.com

Black wall clock from 
The Contemporary Home. £18. 

Phone 02392 469400. tch.net

Umbra Numbra wall clock from 
Red Candy. £75. Phone 0121 2247728. 

redcandy.co.uk

Miner wall clock from  
Made. £39. Phone 0845 5576888. 

made.com

Zerotondo wall clock in white from 
Natuzzi. £760. Phone 02031 312779. 

natuzzi.co.uk

AB|11W Dotty wall clock from  
Alessi. £65/€80. 

alessi.com

Large metal wall clock from PUJI. £75. 
Phone 0208 886300. puji.com

Cookhouse Wall Clock from 
Laura Ashley. £65. lauraashley.com

Loft Pure wall clock from 
M&S. £49.50. marksandspencer.com



New Season 
Interior Trends
Get your home ready for Autumn/Winter 

with these latest interior trends.

As summer comes to an end it’s time to prepare our living 
spaces for autumn. So what are the key trends? We 
spoke to a range of interior designers and well known 

interior brands for their predictions and recommendations.

The Harlequin Tresillo Collection available from Alan Espey Interiors 
brings hints of pink and stronger purples indigos together. Prices on request.
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Patricia McGinnis, Maven
The colour pink is still enjoying a huge moment in interiors. Think grown up, dusky pinks, 
nothing too saccharine sweet. Come Autumn, blush pinks morph into almost rusty reds 
and we’ll see a lot of tan leather creating warm, confident and nurturing interiors.

Stockholm dining table, €899; 
Stockholm dining chair, €249; 
Stockholm bench, €319 and Stockholm 
sideboard, €999, all Harvey Norman.

Sofa, from £1,390 and Slit 
table, £119, both from Maven.

Loom throw, £79 and 
Fiber chair from £199, 

both from Maven. 

Little Greene have just 
launched a capsule collection 
of eight pinks (available until 
January 2017), including Blush 
267 shown here.

Yvonne Nugent,  
Head of Homeware & Design, Harvey Norman 
Cognac is our hero colour for this season. Contemporary, rich and 
with a lasting impact, it looks stunning in our Stockholm collection. 
Other highlights include our marble accessories and feather prints, 
the perfect way to update your décor.

Strasburg dining table, €1099 
and Strasbourg dining chair, 

€219, both Harvey Norman.
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Amanda Hume,  
Country Communication and Interior 

Design Leader, IKEA UK & Ireland

Love it or hate it, marbling is back, and you 
can integrate this trend just about anywhere 
- on wallpaper, fabrics, floor coverings and 
ceramics. Bear in mind, this is a trend where 
a little goes a long way so introduce subtle 
touches of this into the home. 

Add your own personal touch to 
new drapes and freshen up old curtains, 
cushions and upholstery, simply by 
channelling the new trend of adding trims. 
Last season, collections including No.9 by 
Jim Thompson showed us how the simple 
addition of how trims and tassels can truly 
transform a simple pair of curtains giving 
that wow factor. This is one trend that is 
not going anywhere this season, as was 
witnessed with the inaugural collection 
by Kate Spade known as ‘Curiosities’. This 
collection works with all types of interiors, 
from retro 80s inspired sitting rooms to 
pretty feminine touches in the bedroom.

The elemental trend follows the theme that people’s 
tastes are moving away from technological progress 

and are longing for more natural and simplistic 
environments. To mirror this desire, products that fit in 

the elemental trend feature patterns inspired by natural 
elements and textures and follow a light nude scheme. 

The artisan trend 
encompasses a growing 
movement towards trying 
experimental techniques and 
combining methods to create 
new takes on otherwise 
normal pieces. Within the 
theme, earthy tones in denim 
blue, terracotta red and 
khaki green are common and 
imperfections are celebrated 
as they show off the 
handmade nature of design.

The off-beat trend is born from research that 
increasingly suggests we need to invest more time 

in playing and less time in working. An easy way 
to create a more fun environment is by injecting 

playfulness in to interiors through punchy colours 
such as bright reds and vivid yellows that are 

paired with bold patterns or feature characters 
that bring our imaginations to life.

LIXHULT cabinet, £29; LIXHULT wall cabinet, £15; KRUSNING 
pendant lampshade, £9 and TINGBY side table, £30, all IKEA.

GRÖNADAL rocking chair, £145; 
SINNERLIG coffee table, £85 and 
NITTIO LED bulb, £12, all IKEA.

IKEA KALVIA door. £40 each.

Tracy Elliott, Creative Director, 
Kevin Kelly Interiors

Designers Guild marble effect Delahaye wallpaper 
from Kevin Kelly Interiors. From €96 per roll. 

Kate Spade from Kevin Kelly 
Interiors. Prices on request.
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STOCKISTS

READER’S REFERENCE: 
(s) = Phone for stockist details.

Alan Espey Interiors
Newtownards 028 9181 5076.
alanespey-interiors.co.uk

DFS
Belfast 028 9068 7472.
Derry 028 7131 0950.
Cork 021 4359306. 
Dublin 01 6404232.
dfs.co.uk  dfs.ie

Harvey Norman
Boucher Road, Belfast 028 9038 9600.
Blanchardstown Retail Park, Dublin 01 8247400.
harveynorman.ie  harvey-norman.co.uk

IKEA
Belfast 0845 3551113.
Dublin 1890 987 938.
ikea.co.uk  ikea.ie

Kevin Kelly Interiors
Dublin 01 6688533.
kevinkellyinteriors.ie

Little Greene
Jenny Bond Interiors, Belfast 028 9066 5007
0845 880 5855 (s).
thelittlegreene.com

Maven
Belfast 028 9066 5176.
wearemaven.co.uk

Philip Watkin, 
Director of Design, DFS

FABB 3 seater sofa in silver and grey combination from DFS. 
Available in 54 leathers and nine fabrics. £899/€1,299.

Above: Tan is a strong, 
warm neutral that will 
stand the test of time. For 
the ultimate in retro cool, 
choose the clean lines 
and sharp design of this 
vintage-inspired classic. 

Left: Pair our FABB ultra-
modern sofa with a 60s 
vibe with on trend floral 
wallpaper, soft floral 
cushions and metallic 
accessories.  

Designers Guild fabric and wallpaper from 
Kevin Kelly Interiors. From €96-€178.

Marl French 
Connection sofa 
exclusive to DFS. 
Large Sofa in Tan. 

£1,795/€2,599.  



The Morsø 6843 stove builds on the 
principles of the popular 6100 series 
with the addition of a new door with 
automatic self-closing, a rounded-
off top plate in solid cast iron and 
an elegant handle that remains cool 
when lit. It is supplied with a log 
storage base, which is practical as well 
as offering a good view of the rustic 
log pile. The stove is swan-marked 
and meets the high environmentally 
requirements, ensuring clean 
combustion. £1,600. 



Fire Starter
Create an eye-catching focal point within your home with 

one of these stylish wood-burning stoves. Whether you’re 

wanting to heat a larger open-plan area or a cosy living room, 

there is a wood-burning stove available to suit your needs.

51

Above: From Chesneys, The Burlington fire surround, £1,775 excl. VAT and The 
Beaumont stove, £1,375 excl. VAT. Left: The Stovax Riva Vision Midi stove offers 
an impressive heat output of up to 6.5kW. Available in wood-burning or multi-fuel 
models, the Vision Midi stove offers many optional extras including the external air 
kit allowing air to be drawn from the outside, minimising drafts in your room as well 
as a gloss black flue pipe to really personalise your stove. The addition of a Riva 
Bench can really extend your individual styling options. Price on request. 

4
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wood-burning stoves

1 Let the Wildwood wood-burning 
stove, hand-crafted by Devon-based, 
Woodwarm Stoves, cast a warm, cosy 
glow over your living room this winter. 
The Wildwood range from Woodwarm 
is their most environmentally-friendly 
model to date and is designed to burn 
wood exclusively. The Wildwood can be 
customised to suit your own personal 
design requirements. From £906. 2 The 
wood-burning Westfire Uniq 23 from 
Eurostove is its most versatile model 
yet, as it is available in 26 configurations 
with different options to suit every style 
and space. can operate between 4.5kW 
and 7kW, making this an extremely 
versatile stove solution for rooms of 
all sizes. Inset as shown £1,323 and with 
legs £1,066.50. 3 Inspired by the award 
winning Scan 66, Jøtul’s design team 
have embellished their concept and 
created the Scan 66-5. The sweeping 
curves of the large S base, reminiscent 
of the Scan logo, boasts integrated 
storage for wood logs and also includes 
two brushed steel loops providing 
protection against scratches and other 
damage. Size: 941.5H x 1036.4W x 
337Dmm. Available in black paint and 
glossy white. Heat output: 3-7kW.  
Priced from £2,414.56 inc VAT.

1

2 3
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SToCkISTS

B
Chesneys
chesneys.co.uk

E
Eurostove
01934 750500
eurostove.co.uk

J
Jøtul
01527 506010
jotuluk.com

M
Morsø
morso.co.uk

S
Scan
01527 506010
jotuluk.com
scan.dk
Stovax
01392 474000 (s).
stovax.com

W
Woodwarm Stoves
Hot Stoves, 
Tandragee 07725818588
Cork Stoves & Fires, 
Pouladuff 021 4322033.
Boyhill Cookers & Stoves, 
Fermanagh 028 6772 3333.
woodwarmstoves.co.uk

READER’S REFERENCE: 
(s) = Phone for stockist details.

4 The Morsø wood-burning stove 7943 unobtrusively 
raises the combustion chamber with its spectacular 
glass sections just high enough up that the view of 
the fire’s flames can be enjoyed from anywhere in 
the room. £2,670. 5 Scan 1010 from the Jøtul group is 
offered with modular shelves and log compartments 
which can be wall mounted or placed on the floor 
with an optional plinth. Its modular design allows 
for the fireplace to be personalised accordingly. The 
stove features a large view of the wood burning stove 
and is the ultimate in heating furniture combined 
with practicality for wood storage. The stove itself 
benefits from the silk print on the glass and smooth 
air controls. Size with module: 863Hx649Wx479D mm. 
Size with plinth and module: 972Hx649Wx479D mm. 
Size wall mounted: 572Hx649Wx479D mm.  
Heat output: 340m2. Priced from £2,000.
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Gaggenau 400 series Vario cooktop unites cutting edge professional grade 
technology for the private kitchen with sculptural design. Price on request.



Things are 
Cookin’ Up!

We all need our trusty cooking appliances to make 

our kitchen the functional place it should be. From 

ovens, hobs and range cookers, we bring you a 

selection of the latest on the market.
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ExpErt commEnt

David Thacker, Marketing Manager, Rangemaster.
‘We are conscious of the appeal of pyroclean and of 
the greater customer awareness of the technology so 
we judged it important to include a pyro oven in our 
new built-in collection which has just been launched. 
One of the drawbacks with pyro is that the cavity is 
slightly smaller because of the need for additional 
insulation but our new model is a full 73 litres. Other 
functions include a TFT control screen, rapid response, 
soft close quadruple glazed door and ten functions 
making this a very sophisticated offer. It is competitively 
priced too at around £549. Pyro ovens have come 
down in price now from the very top end of the market 
to the middle, making the technology accessible to a 
wider customer base. Rangemaster is one of very few 
companies to offer pyroclean on a range cooker. It is 
available on the Professional FXP which also features an 
energy saving oven divider that can be used to reduce 
the size of the large single cavity. Is there a drawback 
to pyro? The only obvious one is that chrome shelves 
and rack sides have to be removed as they can be 
damaged during the cleaning process.’

kitchen appliances

Designed for family style cooking, 
the TFS110NG low profile gas hob 

from Rangemaster is available 
with either a stainless steel or a 

black hotplate. £732/€938.

BCD925BDY 90cm dual fuel 
twin cavity range cooker from 
Baumatic in a fashionable 
burgandy finish, featuring extra 
large rotary controls together 
with retro analogue thermometer 
to provide a professional look for 
any kitchen. Price on request.

Wolf ICBSO30TM/S/TH M series oven, 
ICBCSO30TM/S/TH convection steam oven  
and ICBWWD30 warming drawer. Price on request.
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kitchen appliances

The SK510SS oven from CDA is an eleven function, A rated 
pyrolytic oven is finished in a stylish black glass and stainless 
steel. The SK510SS has an easy clean pyrolytic function that 
takes all the stress of cleaning the oven by heating up to 
475ºC to burn off any residue in the cavity. Price on reuest.

Built-in compact oven from Küppersbusch 
in stylish white and gold. Price on request.

Caple C950i induction hob. Price on request.

The Belling CH77TC 77CM five zone ceramic hob with 
a sleek frameless finish. A dual zone double ring ensures 
fast and efficient heat up and is suitable for different 
sized pan. Price on request.
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kitchen appliances

Neff Point&Twist FlexInduction hob will respond 
to your way of cooking while delivering heat 

exactly where needed. Price on request.

CR9228 Caple range cooker. Price on request.

Nordmende CSG90IX range cooker. 
Price on request.
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kitchen appliances

ExpErt commEnt

Martin Wilson, Product Manager of Built-in 
Hot appliances, Electrolux.
‘Technology in the kitchen is certainly advancing as 
a great way to help make life easier for consumers. 
Whether you are a keen cook or a novice, technology 
advances help make the process simpler for every level 
of engagement. For example, the AEG Hob2Hood 
connect uses infrared sensors and wireless connectivity 
to activate the hood to start working at one of three 
settings when certain heat levels are reached during 
the cooking process. This benefits the consumer as they 
do not have to worry about hood settings or speeds 
and can fully concentrate on their cooking without 
interruption. Ultimately, both functionality and design 
are equally as important in the cooking process in order 
to create a look that blends seamlessly into the kitchen 
combined with practicality.’

Every meal will be an experience when you cook with the CombiSteam Pro 
oven by Electrolux with its professional Full Taste Steam System. It has three 

cooking modes - heat, steam and combination. In the combination mode it 
will automatically adjust to exactly the right combination of heat and steam, 

helping you to consistently achieve food that is golden and crisp on the 
outside and juicy and succulent on the inside. £1,199. Euro price on request.

Part of the new built-in collection, the RMB610BL ten function 
oven with pyroclean from Rangemaster features a TFT screen, 
Rapid Response and a full 73 litre cavity. £549/€654. 

For years, professional chefs have been using the secret 
weapon that is steam to achieve outstanding results – and 

now you too can see a better rise when baking at home. AEG 
is delighted to launch its brand new range of multifunction 

single ovens, with every one featuring its superb SteamBake 
technology as standard. From £399. Euro price on request.
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kitchen appliances

The Falcon CT rangecooker comes equipped with 
stainless steel hotplate, heavy duty pan supports, 

multifunction oven and roll out grill. Available 
in China Blue, Gloss Black, Cherry Red, White, 

Stainless Steel and Slate. £3,895/€4,639. 

Professional style stainless steel is  just one of the many colour choices 
avaiable from Mercury. This is the 1082 with five zone gas hob featuring a 
powerful wok burner,  roll out grill, seven function multifunction oven, second 
fan oven (both A rated) and stereo style controls. Also available in Blueberry, 
Purple Haze, Truffle, Liquorice, Snowdrop, Ash Black, £4,824/€6,271.

Blanco’s new hob collection includes the  
latest in technology for high-speed energy-efficient  
cooking at home. The BH467831 is a 78cm wide ceramic  
induction hob with six different cooking zones. Price on request.



STOCKISTS
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kitchen appliances

The Zanussi 74 litre Pyrolytic oven combines Italian style with 
practical features. Featuring two auto-cleaning cycles depending 

on how dirty your oven is, the high temperatures turn food residue 
into fine ash that can simply be wiped away with a damp cloth; 

easy! This space+ oven features 25% more space and in a nod to its 
heritage, can cook a 34cm pizza with crisp bases and melted topping 

using the special pizza function. £449. Euro price on request.

IKEA GRILJERA cooker. 
£1,000/#1,200.

A
AEG
013 2530 2464.
aeg.co.uk

B
Baumatic
C&F Quadrant,  Dublin 01 6305757. 
baumatic.co.uk
Belling
Glen Dimplex, 
Craigavon 028 3833 7317. 
Dimpco, Dublin 01 8424833. 
0844 248 4149 (s). 
belling.co.uk
Blanco
Showtime, Kildare 01 5051020 (s). 
blanco.co.uk
Bosch
Bodel Distributors Ltd, 
Lisburn 02892672412.
Dominic Smith Electrical, 
Dublin 01 2965511 and 
Gorey 053 9484444.
bosch.co.uk

C
Caple
0117 938 1900 (s).
caple.co.uk
CDA
Bodel, Lisburn 028 9267 2412.
cda-europe.com

E
Electrolux
0141 95100 (s).
electrolux.co.uk

F
Falcon
Dominic Smith Electrical, 
Dublin 01 2965511 and 
Gorey 053 9484444.
Ian A Kernohan, 
Bangor 028 9127 0233.
Kildress Plumbing, 
Cookstown 028 8675 2000.
falconappliances.co.uk

G
Gaggenau
BSH Home Appliances 
01908 328300 (s).
gaggenau.co.uk

I
IKEA
Belfast 0845 3551113.
Dublin 1890 987 938.
ikea.co.uk  ikea.ie

K
Küppersbusch
kuppersbusch.com

M
Mercury
0870 789 5107 (s).
mercuryappliances.co.uk

N
Neff
Dominic Smith Electrical, 
Dublin 01 2965511 and 
Gorey 053 9484444.
KAL, Dublin 01 4136400 (s).
AB Distributors, 
Belfast 028 9023 5088. 
KAL, Dublin 01 4136400.  
www.neff.ie 

Nordmende
KAL, 01 4136400.
nordmende.ie

R
Rangemaster
087 0789 5107 (s). 
www.rangemaster.co.uk

Z
Zanussi
Dominic Smith Electrical, 
Dublin 01 2965511 and 
Gorey 053 9484444.
www.zanussi.co.uk

READER’S REFERENCE: 
(s) = Phone for stockist details.



Beautifully Unique
Colin and Ruth were looking for a plot of land when they stumbled upon this perfect 

location with plans already in place. The plans being very unique, and not what Ruth 

had imagined for their new build, Colin had to do some persuading and they are  

both delighted that Ruth came around to the idea of this barn-like structure  

as what they have achieved is truly breathtaking. 

PhotograPhy by michael robinson
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When we decided we were going to build our 
own home, we initially thought of your 
average house-build. We wanted to get 

the perfect location, so we were on the look out for a 
plot of land when Colin found this space with plans 
already drawn up; he fell in love immediately but it 
just wasn’t what I had imagined for our family home,’ 
says Ruth. ‘After some convincing, I agreed and we 
haven’t looked back since!’

They both worked together and took on most of 
the build themselves over the course of four years. 
‘We were really happy enough to take our time with 
the build, as we wanted to get it right, and as we were 
doing it all ourselves we were working on it between 

‘
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our other commitments and life’s challenges,’ she 
explains. ‘Colin was working away for a portion of 
that time, so while he was away I got very hands on.

‘As the build progressed we made changes to suit 
our growing ideas as we went along, and I think the 
fact we took our time actually allowed us to get what 
we really wanted. If we had of rushed the job we may 
not have realised what we wanted or needed until it 
was too late!’

The original plans were that the living/dining/kitchen 
area would not be open-planned with a wall to divide 
the kitchen and dining areas into two separate rooms. 
‘We were sure we didn’t want an open-planned living 
area because we felt the space would just be too big 

and feel cold, and be harder to actually heat, but after 
a lot of thought and consideration we did decide not 
to put the wall up,’ explains Ruth. ‘We are so glad that 
we came to that decision, a perfect example of why it 
worked out taking our time with the build, and in fact 
we have no problems keeping the space heated at all!

‘As I look after my nephew during the week, it 
works well in that I can keep an eye on him even if I’m 
in the kitchen, it is a great space and functions really 
well for us as a family.’

There is another living space just off the dining area 
which has been turned into Colin’s office space and 
also doubles up as a relaxed living room separate to 
the open-plan space.







The kitchen is perhaps the most stand 
out element of the entire home, due 
to the bold colour choice that works 
amazingly well in the space - rivaled 
only by the breathtaking view the 
kitchen itself faces. ‘We really wanted 
a bright kitchen to add in a bit of 
personality and contrast against the 
grey theme running throughout the 
house,’ Ruth says. ‘At the time, we 
had narrowed it down to bright pink 
or orange, and we handed the decision 
over to our son Garron, who was only 
three at the time, and he decided on 
orange as it was his favourite colour - 
that was good enough for us. 

‘We worked with Woodland on the 
kitchen and when we told them just 
how ‘orange’ we wanted to go they 
thought we were mad,’ laughs Ruth. 



‘But they pulled through for us 
and the finish is amazing. We went 
through quite a few samples of 
orange shades before we got the one 
we wanted; the best way we could 
describe it was ‘EasyJet orange’! 
We still haven’t got sick of the 
colour five years on, and we actually 
continued the same orange cabinetry 
into the utility room at the back of 
the house.’

A lot of their home furnishings 
are handmade by Colin himself, 
from industrial styled lamps to their 
headboard in the bedroom. His 
business, CRD Contracts specialises 
in building maintenance and repairs, 
so he is well used to getting hands 
on with all aspects of building 
and designing. Ruth also loves to 
up-cycle and get hands on with the 
decor, which can be seen with the 
orange sideboard in the dining area 
that has been painted and detailed 
with Orla Kiely wallpaper.



Into the main bathroom 
downstairs we are 
greeted by a stunning 
slated wall with an 
inset TV by the tub and 
splashes of colour added 
with accessories. ‘This 
bathroom was originally 
supposed to be tiled in 
continuation with the 
floor tiles, but we opted 
for something different 
after seeing these slated 
tiles,’ Ruth explains.  



‘We did have to wait to have our 
walls slated as it was substantially 
more expensive, but once we got 
around to it and the first slates were 
added I couldn’t wait for the entire 
room to be done. I would admire 
those first few slates for days!’

Upstairs is where Colin and 
Ruth’s bedroom is, with a 
handmade headboard, continuation 
of the orange theme with small 
touches of detail and a large semi-
arched window allowing lots of 
nature light into the room.  

Into the main bathroom downstairs we 

are greeted by a stunning slated wall 

with an inset TV by the tub and splashes 

of colour added with accessories.



Upstairs also houses a 
communal maisonette, 
which has not yet found its 
purpose. ‘We haven’t got 
around to transforming this 
space just yet, but we are 
thinking of turning it into a 
bit of an entertainment area 
for Garron with a pool table  
and a place to play computer 
games when his cousins visit.

‘We are really happy with 
what we have achieved, and 
we are almost at the point 
where we have it sitting the 
way we want it.  
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The only thing that we will be changing 
which will require a bit of work is Garron’s 
room. He has a fantastic spiderman mural 
in there which was hand-painted when he 
was sick, to lift his spirits at home, and 
he’s growing out of it a bit now.  
It’s quite special to us so we don’t want to 
get rid of it completely and plan to put a 

stud wall up to cover it rather than paint 
over it - so it will always be there really. 
Other wise, we are happy with how it has 
turned out and it is hard to beat sitting 
out the back on a nice day with those 
views,’ says Ruth. ‘With that said, we will 
probably always be adding little things, 
knowing us!’



Create the look
From the ballymena home

Colin and Ruth have managed to create a stunning 

contemporary interior by thinking outside the box; perfectly 

complementing their unique self build in the country.
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Alphabet letter cushion by TillyAnna 
on Not on the High Street. £30. 
notonthehighstreet.com

Rockstar armchair in 
Bumblebee clever velvet 
from Loaf. £795. loaf.com

Modern Rugs Calvin Klein Bowery rug. £149. modern-rugs.co.uk

Stag head wall hanger fro The 
French Bedroom Company. £40. 
thefrenchbedroomcompany.co.uk

Artist Paul Bell’s iconic cow painting in silk 
screen print. Price on request. paulbellartist.co.uk

Orla Kiely wallpaper. Price on 
request. orlakiely.com/uk

Festival Orange matt emulsion from Fired 
Earth. £38/€46.74 for 2.5 litres. firedearth.com





A Brush 
with the Past

Artist Jacqueline revived two dilapidated 

farm cottages to create a rural escape in 

the West of Ireland in Kenmare.

editorial and styling by Penny Crawford-Collins. PhotograPhy by PhiliP lauterbaCh. 



Living in London Jacqueline O’Driscoll, 
an artist, had always enjoyed escaping 
the city and holidaying in picturesque 

Co.Kerry. She had also always dreamt of 
buying a home there. ‘I love the landscape 
of the area which I find very inspiring for 
my paintings, which are nearly all landscape 
based. Back in 1994 I was out walking with 
friends in the area and we happened upon 
some derelict cottages, I discovered they 
had been empty for around 35 years, still 
full of old pieces of furniture and horse hair 
mattresses, it looked like the previous owner 
had just shut the door and walked out.’ The 
whole site was very overgrown with large 
rhododendrons pushing up against the two 
buildings and water seeping in through the 
back wall, they were in very bad condition. 

However, the dramatic scenery, the 
epitome of rural idyll, eclipsed the cottages 
sad state and Jacqueline was completely 
smitten, so she decided to buy the two 
cottages, and with the help of a local builder 
Gerald Sheehan, spend the next two years 
renovating them. ‘It was a huge undertaking, 
everything needed doing, there was no water 
and no electricity. I had to fit a septic tank 
and locate the old well which I managed to 
do with the help of the builder’s mother, 
who luckily, despite the period of time, 
remembered the location of the original 
well,’ explains Jacqueline.

80





To resolve the issue of damp, the first task was to hire a digger to clear 
around the house and dig trenches that were filled with gravel, so the water 
would drain away, and all the walls were lime plastered which allowed 
them to breathe. New central heating was installed and windows and 
flooring replaced. The older of the two cottages which had originally been 
used to house animals had a clay floor so a damp course had to be laid 
and a floor fitted, it also needed a new roof as the existing roof consisted 
of leaking corrugate. ‘I wanted to use local materials wherever possible 
remaining true to the vernacular, so I sourced slate from Valentia Island 
and the wooden beams where made locally with the wooden floors and 
slates salvaged from a local building,’ explains Jacqueline.

‘I decided to link the two cottages with a tiny corridor and for extra 
bedroom space built a mezzanine in which I had roof lights fitted to allow 
more natural light into the space.’  
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As all the windows are small in order to keep the cottages as light as possible the 
décor consists of white washed walls punctuated with green and blues. ‘The only 
room where I introduced a darker colour is the dining room, this would have been 
the original colour that the room would have been painted,’ explains Jacqueline.

A local carpenter made the kitchen which Jacqueline wanted to look as authentic 

‘I decided to link the 

two cottages with a 

tiny corridor and for 

extra bedroom space 

built a mezzanine 

in which I had roof 

lights fitted to allow 

more natural light 

into the space.’
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as possible, ‘I kept as much of the old furniture in the house as possible, which 
I treated for woodworm and painted in traditional colours. I also spent time in 
auctions sourcing old items for the cottages so I have lots of lovely old bits and 
pieces that I have found over the years. I was also given a few items by the locals 
who loved the idea that they maybe used again,’ says Jacqueline.  
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‘Funnily enough, just after the 
cottages had been renovated 
one of the children of the family 
who had lived here called in, 
he took photos to send back 
to his mother now in her 
nineties, living in Canada, she 
was surprised to recognise her 
furniture and amazed it was still 
in use,’ laughs Jacqueline.

This idyllic haven is a 
wonderfully calming and 
creatively stimulating place to 
be, perfect for my painting,’ says 
Jacqueline. ‘The landscape is 
ever changing and there is lots of 
wildlife particularly deer which 
gives me so much pleasure. I am 
so pleased I decided to move 
from London to this magical 
place and that I have successfully 
kept the authenticity of the 
cottages alive.’

‘The landscape is ever changing and there is lots of wildlife 

particularly deer which gives me so much pleasure.’
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Create the look
From the kenmare home

Artist Jacqueline has upcycled as much of the old 

furniture in the house as possible and collected 

other items from local auctions and homeowners 

in order to achieve an authentic décor.
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Enamel colander in Dorset 
Blue from Garden Trading. 
£16.50. Phone 01993 867930. 

gardentrading.co.uk

Embroider cushion from 
M&Co. £19. mandco.com

Market basket from Postcards 
Home. £20. postcardshome.co.uk

Oriental Journey checked throw in burgundy and 
teal from National Trust. £85. nationaltrust.org.uk

Bloomingvale bench with goat skin from 
Amara. £379. Phone 0800 5877645. amara.com

1958 two-seater sofa in Flax from Oliver Bonas. 
£895. Phone 0208 9740110. oliverbonas.com

Copper Green No. 36 from Mylands 
Paints. From £26 for one litre wood & 
metal matt, eggshell and gloss. Phone 
0208 6709161. mylands.co.uk



editorial and styling by Penny Crawford-Collins. PhotograPhy by PhiliP lauterbaCh. 

Bright Addition
Martin and Nuala used their creativity to transform a rather 

dated three bedroom Georgian villa in Dublin into a stylish 

light filled home with a striking new addition.
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Back in 2004 when we first viewed the house we both knew it was right for us and our family, 
despite the fact that is was very dated not having been touched since the 1970s. It had a good 
vibe to it, nestled in a pretty tree lined road in Dublin, the location was a perfect walking distance 

from the city centre, close to an eclectic mix of lively bars and restaurants with the added bonus of a 
good local school for our daughters, aged eight and ten,’ says Martin. Having sold their previous family 
home they were in a strong position so were able to move quickly with the sale. 

‘We were not only drawn to the location but also to the traditional Georgian villa style of the property 
with it’s host of original features, and could see the potential that the house had to offer,’  Martin adds.

However, it would be a huge undertaking, to give the couple the living space they required. It would 
need to be extended and the whole house also needed to be refurbished, completely re-plumbed, rewired 
and totally modernised. 

The existing kitchen, a small room to the back of the house, was dark and cramped, filled with dated 
Formica units and antiquated appliances. So this would all need to be pulled out replaced and extended 
to transform the space into a bright spacious kitchen dining area. 
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To make the space as 

light as possible the 

plans included lots of 

glass incorporating 

roof lights and a 

double height ceiling 

above the dining 

area with a skylight 

and large sliding 

doors that open up 

onto the garden.



‘Getting inspiration from interior magazines and looking at similar properties in the area and  
seeing how they had been extended inspired us to add a side return extension that used the dark 
wasted passageway down the side of the property and around six foot of the rear garden. We knew 
this would make a huge difference to the house and nearly double the size of the existing kitchen 
and enable us to have a lovely light filled open-plan dining and kitchen area,’ says Martin.

As the property is a listed building the couple had to adhere to very strict building regulations, 
so enlisted the help of architects Fewer Harrington to come up with a design that would meet the 
planning requirements and give the couple the modern, bright space they required. ‘We wanted the 
extension to be a complete contrast to the old part of the house and to our surprise the planning 
officers seemed keen for us to do this, so the planning actually went very smoothly.’  
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To make the space as light as possible the plans included lots of glass incorporating roof lights  
and a double height ceiling above the dining area with a skylight and large sliding doors that open  
up onto the garden. 

As the whole house needed to be gutted the family had no choice but to live elsewhere while all the 
work was being carried out. When it came to deciding on their builder the couple got a number of 
quotes and referrals and selected their builders, Alliance Property after seeing the quality of their work.  

‘The side wall of the old kitchen had to be demolished and steel supports needed to be put in place to 
support the rooms above. There was no access from the back of the house, so the window at the front 
of the house had to be removed and a ramp up to the window sill was constructed to allow a mini 
digger access, all the earth and rubble had to be removed through the house,’ recalls Martin. 
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‘As we were living in an apartment close by I decided to project 
manage so was on-site most days working closely with the 
builder to check on progress and discuss any problems that came 
up. To keep costs down I bought in tradesmen that had been 
recommended and sourced the fixtures and fittings myself, so 
overall the project went well with all the work on the whole house 
taking around a year to complete,’ says Nuala.

Once all the structural work was finished the couple could start 
planning the layout and the look of the new kitchen extension 
which had to be functional, practical and extremely sociable. 

‘We both love to entertain and are keen cooks so we planned 
the kitchen with this in mind. There is plenty of workspace for 
food preparation and the layout was planned so the cook can 
easily interact with family and friends while hard at work, so the 
hob is positioned to face the dining area and the sink overlooks 
the garden, making it a really sociable space.’ The streamline 
off-white cabinetry, from Heittch, with integrated appliances 
gives the space a contemporary feel and also allows for plenty 
of storage which was a high priority, there are plenty of under 
counter cabinets and for extra storage the couple decided to have 
floor to ceiling cupboards built on one wall to the back of the 
kitchen. ‘Everything works harmoniously, both aesthetically and 
functionally, it’s really very practical for the family,’ says Nuala. 







When it came to the décor in the extension the couple kept it all  
very neutral introducing warm hues with their choice of worktops 
from Stone Surfaces and flooring from Fired Earth. ‘We didn’t want 
the extension to look too clinical so leaving the exposed brickwork 
and introducing texture with the large format floor tiles and 
worktops adds visual interest and makes the space feel warm and 
inviting without loosing that contemporary look that we were after,’ 
Martin explains.

‘The whole project was a huge undertaking and the new kitchen 
extension has transformed the house; deciding on a double height 
ceiling in the dining area gives the area a real feeling of height and 
space, it’s the hub of the house and we spend most of our time in 
it. It’s fantastic for entertaining and gives us all enough space to do 
our own thing while still being together, which was important to us. 
In the summer you can open the sliding doors, which is perfect for 
alfresco dining and in the winter, with the new underfloor heating, is 
is lovely and warm.’

Having never taken on a project of this scale before the couple are 
overjoyed with the end result and would not rule out the possibility 
of taking on another project in the future.

As Nuala comments, ‘We love that we have extended and updated 
a period property without loosing any of its charm and character, the 
new extension certainly gives it a modern contemporary feel. I don’t 
think there is anything we would change about the way our house is 
now we just love it.’



Create the look
From the dublin home

Martin and Nuala have retained the character and 

charm of their period property with the careful 

selection of their up-to-date furniture and accessories.

Clayton bench and table set from Out &
Out Original. £399. outandoutoriginal.com

Colours Borrello 
chrome effect 

five lamp pendant 
ceiling light from 

B&Q. £47. diy.com

Steel glass lantern from 
PASX. £17. Phone 0203 
1418680. pasx.co.uk

 Jeffrey armchair in saddle 
brown premium leather 
from Made. £649. Phone 
0845 5576888. made.com

Stovax Victorian tiled insert fireplace. Price on request. 
Phone Buckley Fireplaces, Dublin 01 2946863; Flames 
& Fireplaces, Banbridge 028 406 29080; Mourne Fires, 
Carryduff, 028 9081 5115. 01392 474000 (s). stovax.com

Round chopping board by 
House Doctor from Sisters 
Guild. £42. sistersguild.co.uk

EIVOR CIRKEL rug from IKEA. £120. 
Phone Belfast 0845 3551113. ikea.co.uk



new weBSITe!
Offering high-resolution imagery, articles from the magazine and fully connected to social media, you’ll 
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Let There be Light
Paul and Claire’s Neptune kitchen combines 

bright cabinetry and worktops with brand 

new double glazed doors to create a bright 

and open kitchen in their Kildare home.





This kitchen from Neptune is refreshing and stylish because 
of its apparent simplicity, but this cunning design is far from 
simple and has been cleverly planned to make the most of 

the natural light that floods in from all sides. It was the element of 
light that was the most important aspect of this refit, as homeowners 
Paul and Claire wanted a fresh look as their previous kitchen didn’t 
make use of the natural light available. Designer Des from Blackrock 
Kitchens explains, ‘The wooden beam structure of the house, while 
beautiful in its own right, was quite a darkening feature and a light 
palette of colour for the kitchen was badly needed.’ The Neptune 
Chichester cabinetry and Ivory Fantasy granite worktops work 
perfectly to fulfill the necessary changes. By combining old and new, 
the beams and the kitchen complement each other perfectly.

‘The biggest physical change in the space was creating a new 
double glazed door from the entrance hall into the kitchen space, 
closing up the old narrow doorway to create wall space for the 
feature larder unit which has been placed conveniently between the 
dining area and the breakfast bar,’ say Des. The newly installed 
glazed doors open up the vista through the kitchen and beyond to 
Claire’s immaculately kept garden. It not only provides a wonderful 
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view, but the light is in abundance because of this fitting. ‘The 
difference the double doors make to the kitchen space and the hall 
space cannot be overstated,’ comments Des. Although it took some 
convincing that the doors would fit and be worth all the extra 
building work, the feature is now a highlight of the room.

The floor tiles and brickwork around the range cooker needed 
attention as they were absorbing much of the available light and 
had become tired and faded. A magnificent new French oak wooden 
floor now complements the seasoned oak Neptune table, chairs and 
stools. The old and dull brickwork has been skimmed and panelled 
to create a timeless, bright and elegant look that brings together the 
whole design. It also gives the range cooker the home it deserves.

Des recommended Neff products throughout the kitchen as he 
knew their features and reliability would not only suit the style 
of the kitchen but suit Claire and Paul’s lifestyle. The sleek design 
of the microwave and oven appear at home fitted flush between 
Chichester drawers and cabinets. They are easily accessible, but 
don’t detract from the design of the kitchen.

The handmade and handpainted in-frame Neptune Chichester 
cabinetry is enhanced by the clever shape of the island which is built 



Kitchen Contacts

KITCHEN DESIGN
Neptune by Blackrock Kitchens
Kildare 045 864169 and Dublin 01 2108005.
blackrockkitchens.com 

ApplIANCES
Oven: Neff
Hob: Neff
Microwave: Neff
Dishwasher: Neff
Fridge-freezer: Neff
Range cooker: Stanley
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around one of the structural timber beams. ‘The French style overmantel 
perfectly houses the twin motor extractor whilst being discrete and 
doesn’t encroach on the windowscape,’ says Des. 

‘After a long discussion with Paul and Claire, the idea of running  
a solid French oak floor throughout the kitchen space out into the 
hallway and across to the study was decided upon. It has proved a 
successful choice as it is bright, hardwearing and warm. The open  
flow from the entrance hall to the kitchen is further enhanced by the 
seamless finish across the threshold,’ explains Des. ‘It was also decided 
that the lighting should be mainly recessed downlighters as the timber 
beam structure of the house creates a low ceiling effect and hanging 
lights would have a further lowering effect.’ The one place a pendant 
light was decided upon was above the Neptune Henley Oak round  
table which sits comfortably in the room to provide more intimate 
dining options.

The kitchen design process was simple and quick because Des 
interacted well with Paul and Claire and both sides where open to 
suggestion and discussion. The inclusion of the double doors and the 
solid wood floors not only enhance the kitchen area but also a large part 
of the ground floor of the house, and this is an attractive design perk. 
The challenge was to create a lighter, more open kitchen and certainly 
this is what Des has achieved. The bright cabinetry and worktops, the 
panelling on the brickwork and the new double glazed doors to the 
hallway all play a significant part in achieving the perfect result.



Who’s Cooking?
In Pimp My Rice, Nisha Katona shares recipes 
from her home kitchen and around the globe, 
from Pimped Rice Piri Piri to Beefed-Up 
Bibimbap and even 
Black Rice 
& Coconut 
Sorbet. 
Showcasing 
a rainbow 
of types and 
explaining 
how to cook 
them perfectly 
every time. 
Nisha, who runs 
a fantastically 
popular Curry 
Clinic on Twitter, 
is on a mission to demystify rice and to  
show the enormous breadth of rice recipes  
that can be created simply and quickly.

eat & drink
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food for
Thought

Embrace October with our Halloween inspired 

cocktails, seasonal inspired kitchen gadgets and 

plenty of ideas of where to eat this autumn.

Chef’s 
favourite
Pigeon with watercress, Girolle 
mushrooms and blackcurrant 
salad is totally moreish! At this 
time of year it’s out with the 
olive oil and in with the red 
wine and butter. Saying that, don’t rush into 
winter, keep cooking light with great ingredients such 
as blackberries, watercress and some fabulous game.  
The pigeons are plump and sweet, and it’s a fabulous 
time for foraging, which is a passion of mine. 
Kelan McMichael, Bull & Ram, Ballynahinch

Dra-Kahlua 
Perfect for Halloween festivities, this cocktail 
tastes like Terry’s Chocolate Orange and 
is dangerously moreish!

IngRedIents
11⁄2 oz Kahlua
1⁄2 oz Cognac
1⁄2 oz Triple Sec
3⁄4 oz freshly 
squeezed lemon juice
1⁄2 oz syrup
1 wedge of blood orange 
(for garnish)

Method
Add ingredients into a cocktail 
shaker along with ice and shake well. 
Rim a Martini glass with sugar. Strain 
your shaken cocktail into the glass.

seRve
In a Martini glass garnished 
with a wedge of blood orange.

time to dine...
As the days get colder where better to enjoy some 
food than in the comfort of these gastropubs...

The Poacher’s Pocket, Co. Down

The Oarsman, Leitrim

Merry’s Gastro Pub, Waterford

Mulligan Grocer, Dublin

Left Bank, Kilkenny

A is for Apple...
and Autumn, so what better time to add 
some apple inspired items to your kitchen.

newsflash!
The BBC Good Food Show 

makes it’s first Northern Ireland 
appearance from Friday 14th to 

Sunday 16th October at the Belfast 
Waterfront from 9am to 6pm 

daily. Over 100 culinary exhibits 
will allow visitors to shop for local 

produce, enjoy taste-testing and 
learn tricks and tips courtesy of live 

demonstrations by the exhibitors 
themselves. Paul Hollywood, 

James Martin, Emmett McCourt 
and the Hairy Bikers are just a 

few of the experts who will be 
commanding audience attention 

in the 1,800 seater Supertheatre. 
Tickets are priced from £18.50 

and can be purchased online at 
bbcgoodfoodshow

northernireland.com
See page 18 for 

competition details.

In-spaces 
Apple & Pear 
Cruet set in 
silver and gold 
leaf. £45. 
in-spaces.com

gift Wrapped & gorgeous stainless steel apple tier 
fruit bowl, £249. giftwrappedandgorgeous.com

hotel Chocolat Spiced 
Apple & Cocoa Nib Chutney. 
£5. hotelchocolat.com

Alessi Fior d’Olio olive oil 
pourer, £22.50/€40. alessi.com
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fEATURING...
n  Readers’ kitchens from across Ireland. 
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contemporary kitchen designs.

n  Advice on planning and designing  
your kitchen.
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Irish chef Clodagh McKenna shares a few recipes from  

her cookbook, ‘Clodagh’s Irish Kitchen’, which offers a 

fresh approach to traditional Irish dishes and flavours.

Freshly Made
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Wild Mushroom and Irish Ricotta 
Bruschetta

During the autumn months, an abundance of wild 
mushrooms grow in Ireland and many people, 
including myself, forage for them in nearby 
County Wicklow. We are also lucky to have fresh 
buffalo ricotta now being produced in County 
Cork by Toonsbridge Dairy. The earthy flavours 
of the mushrooms, the creamy richness of the 
ricotta and the peppery rocket leaves on crunchy 
sourdough bread make such a great combination. 
If I have more than four guests for dinner, I 
usually serve the mushrooms, ricotta and rocket 
in individual bowls and the sourdough stacked 
on a wooden board and place it all in the middle 
of the table for guests to help themselves. You 
can substitute roasted ripe vine tomatoes, grilled 
asparagus or courgettes for the mushrooms.

Serves 2

IngRedIentS

For the mushrooms
30g butter
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
200g wild mushrooms (such as
Chanterelles, morels or ceps)
1 garlic clove, crushed
Juice of 1 lemon
1 tablespoon finely chopped
Fresh flat-leaf parsley
Sea salt and freshly ground
Black pepper

For the bruschetta
2 slices of sourdough bread
1 garlic clove, halved
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
30g rocket leaves
60g ricotta cheese

Method
1 Clean any grit off the mushrooms using a soft 
brush, then roughly chop them. Place a large 
frying pan over a medium heat. Add the butter 
and olive oil and heat until the butter is melted. 
Toss in the mushrooms and garlic, season with 
salt and pepper, then add the lemon juice. Turn 
up the heat and cook for 3 minutes.

2 Sprinkle the parsley over the mushrooms and 
cook for a further minute.

3 Meanwhile, toast the sourdough bread. Place 
the toast on plates and rub the halved garlic 
lightly over the bread to give it a subtle garlic 
flavour. Drizzle over 1 tablespoon of the oil, then 
scatter a few rocket leaves on top of the toast.

4 Pile the mushrooms on top of the rocket, 
dividing the juices between the plates. Using a 
spoon, place little dollops of the ricotta cheese 
on top, then drizzle over the remaining oil and 
finish with a twist of black pepper.

Cashel Blue, Caramelised  
onion and thyme Pizzas

Cashel Blue cheese is one of my favourite Irish 
farmhouse cheeses. It’s made in the town of 
Cashel, County Tipperary, by the Grubb Family. 
The tangy flavour of blue cheese is fantastic with 
the sweet caramelised onions, and the thyme 
gives a subtle pepper and lemon flavour. You 
can substitute the fresh yeast with a 7g sachet 
of dried fast-action yeast if preferred. You could 
use feta or goat’s cheese instead of the blue 
cheese if you wish.

Makes 1 pizza (serves 2)

IngRedIentS 

For the dough
6g fresh yeast
100g plain white flour, plus extra for dusting
Pinch of sea salt

For the topping
50g butter
2 onions, quartered and thinly sliced
1 teaspoon soft brown sugar

Olive oil, for brushing
150g Cashel Blue cheese, or other  
strong blue cheese
2 teaspoons finely chopped fresh thyme
Handful of rocket leaves
Sea salt and freshly ground
Black pepper

Method
1 Place the yeast in a small bowl. Cover with 
100ml tepid water and leave to dissolve for 5 
minutes. Place the flour in a bowl and make a 
well in the centre. Pour the dissolved yeast into 
the centre, then add a pinch of salt and mix in 
the flour from the sides. Add approximately 
100ml water and mix into a dough. Tip out onto  
a lightly floured surface and knead the dough 
by pushing it away from you with the heel of 
your hand until you reach a smooth consistency 
Place the dough back in the bowl, cover with 
a tea towel and place in a warm place for 
approximately 3 hours to rise.

2 While the dough is rising, prepare the topping. 
Melt the butter in a saucepan over a medium 
heat, then add the onions. Cover and leave to 
sweat for about 10 minutes, then remove the lid, 
increase the heat and stir in the brown sugar until 
the onions are lovely and brown, then tip into a 
bowl and leave to cool.

3 Preheat the oven to 180°C/gas mark 4. When 
the dough has risen, tip it out onto a floured 
board and roll out into a circle. I like my pizzas 
thin, so I roll it to about 5mm thick.

4 Brush the pizza base with olive oil, then spread 
the onions over the base. Crumble the blue cheese 
on top and sprinkle over the thyme. Season with 
salt and pepper, then bake for 20 minutes.

5 Scatter the fresh rocket over the pizza just 
before serving.
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Jambalaya Chicken 
I have to admit that I was very surprised 
when this experimental dish got the 
thumbs up in my house. Complaints 
were anticipated from the ‘It’s too spicy’ 
and the ‘Where’s the gravy?’ brigades, 
but none were forthcoming. Because 
it’s served in bowls and eaten with a 
fork, this dish has the bonus of creating 
minimal washing up. It’s a true one-pot 
dish with no accompaniments required. 
And with plenty of vegetables and 
minimum fat, it’s healthy to boot.

Serves 6

IngRedIentS
1 tbsp rapeseed or coconut oil
4 skinless chicken breasts
3cm chunk of fresh ginger
4 garlic cloves
2 tbsp ras el hanout
1 large red onion
1 tbsp dark brown sugar
2 red peppers 
2 fresh green chillies
2 x 400g tins of chopped tomatoes
500ml hot chicken stock
350g basmati rice
Coriander to garnish (optional)

Method
1 In a large, hob-proof casserole dish or 
pan, heat the oil over a medium heat. 
Add the chicken breasts and cook for 
2 minutes on each side, then cut the 
semi-cooked chicken into chunks in the 
pan. Grate the ginger and peel and crush 
the garlic cloves, then add them to the 
pan and cook for 1 minute. Add the ras el 
hanout, mix well and cook for 1 minute.

2 Cut the red onion into large wedges 
and add them to the pan along with the 
brown sugar.

3 Mix everything together and cook for 
1 minute.

4 Deseed and slice the red peppers and 
deseed and finely chop the green chillies, 
then add them to the pan. Stir in the 
chopped tomatoes and bring to the boil, 
then reduce to a simmer for 10 minutes.

5 Pour in the hot chicken stock and 
scatter the basmati rice on top, pressing 
it down into the liquid. Bring to the boil, 
then cover the dish or pan and reduce to 
a simmer for a further 10 minutes, until 
the rice is cooked. You may want to add 
a little more water as the rice cooks if 
you feel it’s getting too dried out.

6 Serve with a garnish of coriander if 
you like.
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Slow-roasted Lamb Shanks  
with Creamy ginger Potatoes

Lamb shanks, when cooked slowly on a low heat, 
become so tender and juicy. You do need to prop 
them with lots of flavoursome ingredients, and I 
love these sweet and spicy cinnamon, chilli, honey 
and marsala flavours with mine. The ginger creamy 
potatoes add both soft texture and a subtle zing.

Serves 2

IngRedIentS
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 onion, finely chopped
2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and diced
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon chilli flakes
2 teaspoons ground ginger
2 garlic cloves, crushed
4 medium-sized lamb shanks
2 tablespoons clear honey
3 tablespoons Marsala wine
Sea salt and freshly ground
Black pepper

For the potatoes
500g floury potatoes, such as Maris Piper, washed
70ml milk
30g butter
2 teaspoons freshly grated ginger

Method
1 Preheat the oven to 150°C/gas mark 2.

2 Heat oil in a casserole over medium heat. Stir in 
the onion, sweet potatoes, cinnamon, chilli flakes, 
ground ginger and garlic, cover and simmer for 5 
minutes. Remove from the casserole and set aside.

3 Add the lamb shanks to the casserole and 
brown them on each side. Season with salt and 
pepper. Return the onion, sweet potatoes and 
spices to the casserole, along with 500ml cold 
water, along with the honey and Marsala. Stir, 
cover and bring to the boil.

4 Transfer the casserole to the oven and cook 
for 2 hours.

5 While the lamb is cooking, prepare the 
potatoes. Place the potatoes, whole and 
unpeeled, in a large saucepan, with the largest 
potatoes at the bottom, and fill halfway with 
water. Cover and place over a high heat. When 
the water begins to boil, drain off about half, 
leaving just enough for the potatoes to steam.

6 When the potatoes are cooked (30–40 
minutes, depending on their size), peel (hold 
them in a tea towel if they are too hot to handle) 
and place in a warm bowl.

7 Put the milk, butter and fresh ginger in a 
saucepan over a low heat. Stir to warm through 
the milk and melt the butter.

8 Pour the warmed ginger milk into the warm 
potatoes, season with salt and pepper and mash.

9 Spoon the creamy ginger potatoes onto 2 
warmed plates and place the lamb shanks with 
the sauce on top.
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How to enter
Answer the following question:
What did Clodagh’s Mum and Dad  
make at least once every two weeks?

Send your answer, name, address, 
email and phone number marked:
Clodagh’s Irish Kitchen Competition 
to Ireland’s Homes Interiors & Living 
magazine, PO Box 42, Bangor, County 
Down, BT19 7AD or Ashgrove House, 
Kill Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, County 
Dublin or enter online at: ihil.net

Entries must be received no later than 
5pm, Friday 30th September 2016. One 
entry per household. One separate email /
postcard for each competition. Judge’s 
decision is final. No cash alternative.  
Prizes are non-transferable. 

If you would like to receive our 
monthly Newsletter please include  
your email address with your entry.

COMPETITION
Kyle Books is offering five lucky 
readers the chance to win a copy of 
‘Clodagh’s Irish Kitchen’ by Clodagh 
McKenna. Worth £19.99 each.

The food scene in Ireland is thriving, 
and Clodagh McKenna is at the 
forefront of it all. Clodagh presents 
today’s Irish cooking at its best with 
Clodagh’s Irish Kitchen, in which she 
takes the stereotypical Irish dishes 
Americans usually think of and 
revitalises them to the current 
Irish palate. 

Salted Caramel Whiskey 
Bread and Butter Pudding 
with Raisins

You could say that I grew up on bread and 
butter pudding. My mum or dad would prepare 
it at least once every two weeks. It is so simple 
to make and great for using up stale bread. I 
believe that it can also be a very elegant dish – 
in fact, I served this very recipe at my pop-up 
restaurant in NYC a few years back, and it was 
the most requested dessert on the menu. I wasn’t 
surprised! The salted caramel whiskey sauce is 
addictive and could also be poured over ice 
cream to make an Irish sundae. This pudding can 
be made up to a day in advance and warmed 
through in the oven before serving.

Serves 6

IngRedIentS 
100g raisins
120ml Irish whiskey
5 large eggs
480ml double cream
225g granulated sugar
1⁄2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1⁄4 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
8-9 slices of firm white bread, crusts left on
400g unsalted butter, at roomtemperature, plus 
extra for greasing

For the salted caramel whiskey sauce
110g unsalted butter, cubed
225g granulated sugar
1 dessertspoon sea salt
600ml double cream

Method
1 In a medium mixing bowl, combine the raisins 
and whiskey, and leave to soak for 1 hour.

2 In a large bowl, whisk together the eggs, cream, 
sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and vanilla to make a 
custard. Spread one side of each slice of bread with 
butter. Cut the slices in half diagonally and arrange 
half the bread in the bottom of the prepared 
baking dish, overlapping the slices. Drain the raisins 
and sprinkle half over the bread. Repeat with the 
remaining bread and raisins. Pour the custard over 
the bread and let it soak for 30 minutes.

3 Preheat the oven to 200°C/gas mark 6. Butter a 
22cm square non-reactive baking dish.

4 Place the baking dish in a large baking pan. Add 
hot water to halfway up the sides of the dish. Bake 
for 50 – 60 minutes, or until the pudding is set and 
the top is golden. Remove the baking dish from the 
water bath and leave to cool on a wire rack.

5 To make the salted caramel whiskey sauce, 
melt the butter in a small saucepan over a 
medium heat. Whisk in the sugar, salt, cream and 
whiskey. Reduce the heat to low and simmer for 
10 minutes, or until the sauce thickens. Serve the 
pudding warm with the salted caramel whiskey 
sauce spooned over the top.
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for the
Ladies

Looking for a something to do or wear 

this Halloween? Whether a spooky night 

of fun or a luxurious weekend break, 

we’ve a few ideas for you to consider.

Add a gothic, halloween 
inspired twist to your 
style this October...

Wish list...
treat yourself...
This month:
Castle leslie estate, Co. Monaghan
In Brief 
Located in Glaslough, County Monaghan, and considered to be one of 
the finest Castle Hotels Ireland has to offer, Castle Leslie Estate is just 
80 minutes from Dublin and 60 minutes from Belfast.

About 
Following extensive restoration, the Estate has been all but 
transformed to its original glory. Today, this luxury hotel offers a 
variety of accommodation, dining options and a diverse range of on 
and off-site activities. Thanks to its magical and captivating setting, 
Castle Leslie is the perfect location for a romantic adult break, a family 
activity holiday or a celebration. A visit to the Victorian Treatment 
Rooms, based in the Lodge, will leave you feeling refreshed and 
revitalised. With seven treatment rooms, a relaxation area and a 
hot tub overlooking the stables, it’s the perfect place to ease your 
weary muscles after taking part in one of the many activities available 
including horse riding or cycling around the 1,000 acre grounds.

Contact details
Castle Leslie, Co. Monaghan 047 88100.
castleleslie.com

CULTURE CLUB

Jo Malone Velvet Rose & Oud 
Cologine Intense Body Creme. 
£60/€80. jomalone.co.uk

Bram Stoker Festival 2016
Dublin’s Dark Side comes alive during four days of living stories and 
four nights of hedonistic, undead adventures at Bram Stoker Festival 
2016. Inspired by the heritage of Dublin-born Gothic author Bram 
Stoker and his notorious novel Dracula, Dublin city will get gloriously 
gothic from 28th to 31st 
October. The packed 
programme of events 
is a devilish mixture of 
family fun, adventurous 
arts, major installations, 
literature, drama and the 
unexpected. For more 
information log on to 
bramstokerfestival.com

Cat face round clutch 
Lulu Guiness at House 

of Fraser. £295.
houseoffraser.co.uk

Dune Octagon 
boot. £120. 
dunelondon.com

Marc Cain black zip front 
dress. £225/€269. 

marc-cain.com
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Things to see and do
Kilkenny Castle is a must visit. This 12th century castle filled with history 
built in 1195 by 1st Earl William Marshal where it was an important 
feature of the town’s defences with four corner towers and a large ditch 
which is partially seen on the Parade. The beautifully kept gardens and 
parkland are open for public view and is a worthwhile visit for anyone 
visiting this great city. Adult ticket prices €7. kilkennycastle.ie

Festival of Food is hosted during the bank holiday 28th to 31st October, 
this foodie friendly event is proudly celebrated with Savour Village, where 
it is marking its 10th birthday. There is no shortage of tempting food stalls 
crammed with all types of delicious merchandise, mouth-watering cooking 
demos by celebrity chefs, competitions, with talks and workshops to 
participate in. Unique dining events are also available. savourkilkenny.com

In the spirit of Kilkenny being named as the medieval capital of Ireland, 
it would be a great opportunity to go on the Walking Ghost Tour of 
Kilkenny. This hour long self guided expedition begins at Lanigans Bar 
and Restaurant, leads you into back into the gruelling local tragedies 
from the first witching trials which lead to burning at the stake, to the 16 
people who fell to their deaths in the River Nore when St. John’s Bridge 

Kilkenny is a medieval town located 

in south east Ireland. Come and 

marvel at all it has to offer.

Kilkenny
Destination Ireland: 
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had collapsed in 1763. You catch the history as you walk and glimpse the 
most influential sites of Kilkenny like St. Mary’s Church, Kilkenny Prison 
and Black Abbey. Tours begin at 8pm. Tickets available from £11.92. 
kilkennyghosttours.com

Kilkenny is the home of Smithwicks, so why not go along to see exactly 
what goes in to brewing the iconic beverage. The Smithwicks’ Experience 
Kilkenny is a brewery-turned-brewery-tour located on the Medieval Mile, 
having closed its doors as a working brewery in 2014. However, you can 
uncover the history of the ale, dating back to 1700s and sample a pint at 
the end of the tour. smithwichsexperience.com

Places to Eat & Drink
Lemongrass Restaurant, located in John’s Bridge is a widely popular 
Thai restaurant that hand prepares and serves a fusion of healthy and 
sumptuous Asian cuisine form bentos to curries, rice dishes to wok 
prepared noodle dishes. An early bird and lunch menu is also available. 
Relax in the well-lit contemporary décor and friendly atmosphere with a 
glass of wine chosen from their extensive selection. You will not  
be disappointed.  

KILKENNY CASTLE.
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and theatres. The luxurious surroundings, that were recently refurbished, 
give a perfect relaxing atmosphere during your stay, with most rooms 
overlooking the spectacular Kilkenny Castle. Afternoon tea and à la carte 
dining options are available. Package stays and seasonal promotions are 
available on inquiry. rivercourthotel.com

If you require respite from business, or are simply on a shopping trip 
the Kilkenny Ormonde Hotel is a great choice to unwind. It is the only 
hotel situated in the heart of Kilkenny that has a pool and gym facility. 
If you’d like a spot of pampering there are a selection of body and facial 
treatments as well as a Relaxation Room to complete your stay. The 
hotel is also a short walk away from all the attractions of the city centre. 
kilkennyormonde.com

If you want a casual bite to eat in a relaxed setting then pop into The 
Orchard House Pub and Restaurant. Found in New Orchard Road, this 
family run pub is a cosy and comfortable place that serves hearty meals 
from Sunday roast lunch to spicy fajitas. For those with sport at heart there 
is a Sports Bar which features an eight foot screen which can play up to 
three matches simultaneously. For peace of mind, there is also a fenced 
play area for children that includes a slide and swing set in viewing line 
from the bar so you can relax and the children can have a little fun too!

Where to stay 
Kilkenny River Court Hotel is a quiet hotel situated in a private courtyard, 
but still a short distance from the fantastic shopping areas, entertainment 

BLACK ABBEY.



Pop a SatNav on your broomstick and discover 

some of the best worldwide halloween spots.

Spooky Spots 
Destination Abroad: 
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The Tower of London

If you are visiting London over the Halloween 
period, it is more than worth it to go on a tour 
of the White Tower. Known to have held traitors 

and royal prisoners, the real life tales of torture 
and executions, most notably Queen Ann Boleyn, 
who was beheaded on the grounds in 1536. Her 

disgruntled ghost is reported to walk around the 
scene of her death with her head tucked under her 
arms. Keep a close eye on the ravens when you visit 
- it is said that if they were ever to leave the Tower 
of London then the monarchy would fall to pieces. 
Twilight tours are available from September to add 
an extra touch of the macabre. hrp.org. 
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Banks of the Foyle Halloween Carnival, 
Derry~Londonderry
Surprisingly the origins of Halloween can be traced 
back to ancient Ireland, associated closely with 
Samhain, a festival that marked the end of harvest 
season and the start of the ‘dark half’ of the year. In 
Derry~Londonderry the atmosphere is nothing short 
of thrilling where the city hosts the largest carnival in 
Europe! At the city’s historical walls during the 29th 
and 30th October there are chilling trails to walk down 
along with sculpture and music performances. On the 
31st October the entire city of Derry~Londonderry is 
full of ghosts, goblins and all sorts of monsters in the 
largest held carnival where the highlight of the night is 
the sky exploding with fireworks. visitderry.com 

Festival of the Dead, Salem 
The chilling legacy of the Witching Trails between 
1692-1693 still thrives in Salem, making it one of the 
most popular destinations to explore at Halloween. 
The Festival of the Dead is its most anticipated event 
with the Psychic Fair that includes Tarot readings, Palm 
readings and the Witchcraft Expo. Experience the Dumb 
Supper, a sumptuous dinner event with a twist - held 
in complete silence to commemorate the dead. At The 
Salem’s Witches’ Halloween Ball, held at Hawthorne 
Hotel, famous warlocks and witchdoctors perform 
powerful rituals and spells, with live music, ceremonial 
dances and themed costume competitions with cash 
prizes. festivalofthedead.com

Dia de los Meurtos, Mexico
Also known as ‘Day of the Dead’ this is celebrated all 
throughout Mexico. A step away from the frightening 
stigma associated with Halloween, this holiday focuses 
on celebrating the life of the departed loved ones and 
connecting with them again by enjoying the things 
that they once loved by their grave side. Theatrical 
performances that represent the living returning to 
earth can be watched during tours of the city and in 
the outlying villages. Oaxaca is the best place to witness 
the festivities of this holiday, where you can visit the 
Mercado de Abastos, the Market of Supplies where you 
can purchase items like candles, sugar skulls, chocolate 
and marigolds that are placed on the ofrendas, private 
altars built for the deceased. mocadventures.com

Manchac Swamp, New Orleans
This eerie river has the reputation as one of the creepiest places to be with its ancient gnarled 
roots deep into the green water were all sorts of creatures lurk. Night operated swamp tours 
provided with harrowing tales of people who were lost in a tidal wave. New Orleans is well 
known for its Halloween celebrations, namely the Haunted History Tours around the French 
Quarter and the notable cemeteries. There are various Voodoo and black magic shops to 
browse and pick up a few incantations for yourself. halloweenneworleans.com

Sleepy Hollow, New York 
This place is anything but sleepy, caused by the stirring tale by Washington Irving, ‘The  
Legend of Sleepy Hollow’. The legend is still very much alive during Halloween and is now  
one of the best places to go for those looking for a good thrill. There are professional  
story-tellers who breath life back into the ‘Legend of Sleepy Hollow’ in full costume and dim 
candlelight. At The Great Jack O’Lantern Blaze you can gaze upon over 7,000 individually 
carved pumpkins displayed with spooky music playing in the background. If you are a 
die-hard horror seeker then Horseman’s Hollow, where Philipsburg Manor is transformed 
into a terrifying space inspired by the old tale - but with ten times the gore and horror. 
visitsleepyhollow.com

sleepy hollow New york

halloweeN CarNival, Derry~loNDoNDerry
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Bran Castle, Romania 
More commonly referred to as ‘Dracula’s Castle’ as it was the 
setting of the chilling 1897 vampire novel Dracula by Bram Stoker. 
Aside from the horrorific tale of Count Dracula, this picturesque 
medieval castle is full of history and wonder. It is also known that 
the notorious Vlad the Impaler was captured by Hungarian King 
Matei Corvin and imprisioned in the dark dungeons of Bran Castle 
in 1492. Open to tourists around the world, you can walk the secret 
passageways and gaze out at the stunning sights from the windows 
and view the art and furniture collections of Queen Marie, who 
loved Bran Castle as a favourite retreat. A must see is Bran Castle at 
night, where it illuminates as eerily as the Dracula legend it portrays. 
bran-castle.com

Jack the Ripper, London
The streets of London were once walked in fear because of this 
notorious serial killer, and during Halloween that fear is called upon 
again with the annual Jack the Ripper walks. In the creepy night 
you are guided along the streets by expert guides to the locations 
of the Whitechapel Murders, listening to the gut clenching story 
in all its gory elegance, only enhanced by the fact he was never 
caught. Walks start at 7.30pm just outside Tower Hill. walks.com

Catacombs of Paris, France
This large dark labyrinth of skulls and bones hold the remains of 
6 to 7 million Parisians. These sombre tunnels are one of the city’s 
most popular tourist attractions loaded with a deep set history 
being used by French Resistance members and German soldiers 
seperately during World War II. The Catacombs are not to be 
underestimated, and it is speculated that several ghosts of the 
inhabitants still lurk along the tunnels, the many skulls whispering 
to you as you pass by. No children under 14 are permitted in the 
Catacombs. Warm clothes are recommended. catacombes.paris.fr

Dark Harbour, Long Beach 
Back in the 1930s the RMS Queen Mary was a luxury liner enjoyed 
by the rich and famous figures on board her decks. Yet when 
World War II struck, the Queen Mary was transformed and painted 
grey, earning the name ‘Grey Ghost’ as she sailed soldiers to the 
front lines. Now docked permanently off the port of Long beach, 
she now serves as a floating hotel. During Halloween, the Dark 
Harbour offers a unique haunted experience with the sinister spirits 
shaken up from the hull of the Queen Mary with various chilling 
mazes crammed full of mystery, suspense and over 200 ghouls and 
monsters. Choose one, or them all. Each one is set to shiver your 
timbers. queenmary.com

braN Castle, romaNia

CataCombs of paris

jaCk the ripper loNDoN walks
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I am a bit of a cold creature myself and I shy away from 
sitting outside if the weather is chilly but there is something 
so addictive about sitting out around a fire in the evening, 

that I am nearly always convinced to brave the cold night time 
air once there is a flicker of a flame. Maybe it is because it 
is reminiscent of our caveman days when all we had was a 
campfire for heat but there is something very comforting  
about watching an open log fire blaze in the dark night. It 
evokes an air of mystery and brings out the storyteller in us all.  

If lighting a fire in your garden is not for you, then why  
not try to set the garden glowing with some plants which  
can appear to be blazing at this time of the year. There are  
lots of trees and shrubs which can set the garden glowing  
with their red and orange leaves which may give the 
impression of warmth in the cold autumn months. Okay,  
it won’t make it feel any warmer outside but it will certainly 
warm you to see them out of your window.

Turning Up 
the Heat
In the month of October, it can seem that the garden is lacking 

interest and we are less inclined to step foot out into the cold 

winter air, but there are many ways to inject some heat into  

your outdoor spaces to entice you outside advises Deirdre Prince. 

By DeIrDre PrInce

1 2

3
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Deirdre Prince  
MLA Dip Arch Tech MGLDA Landscape Architect. 
Phone Dublin 01 6350032. Mobile: 087 9916961.  
www.deirdreprince.ie

Winner of gold medal and Best in Small Garden  
category in Bloom 2012 in conjunction with Patricia Tyrrell.

DeIrDre’s IDeas fOr 
PrOvIDIng heaT In 
The garDen

•	(Fig.4) cor-ten steel fire Place. I 
love this idea and it’s a great way 
of creating a focal point in the 
garden. cor-ten steel (also known 
as weathered steel) is steel which 
has been allowed to rust in order to 
form a protective coating. is a great 
material for building a fire pit as it 

•	(Fig.5) fire pit seating area.

•	(Fig.6) I love this fire basket by Irony 
Metalworks based in Magherafelt, 
northern Ireland (ironyweb.com). 
not only is it great way of elevating 
the fire of the ground but it’s a 
beautiful sculptural piece for your 
garden too. 

•	(Fig.1) acer freemanii ‘autumn Blaze’. This tree can appear to be 
illuminated in the autumn months with its fiery red leaves. If you 
plant one, make sure it catches the evening sun to really ignite it.

•	(Fig.2) arbutus unedo (Killarney strawberry tree). a large evergreen 
shrub which can grow to a small tree. from October to December 
it has drooping bell-like scented white flowers, which develop into 
bauble-like spikey orange/red fruits almost a year later. The fruits 
and flowers can occur on the plant at the same time. 

• (Fig.3) cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter fire’ (Midwinter fire 
Dogwood). a spectacular shrub which can grow to about 2m tall 
with bright green leaves and insignificant white flowers in summer 
but is primarily grown for the glowing red stems in early winter. 

DeIrDre’s favOurITe PlanTs fOr OcTOBer 

Fig. 1, 2 by DeirDre Prince
Fig. 4 by irony MetalWorks, 
ironyweb.com

TOP TIP

If the funds don’t stretch to building a 
fire pit or outdoor fireplace, then why 
not improvise with a metal bin such 
as an old oil barrel. I think it is just 
as effective and makes a great focal 
point for toasting marshmallows.

4

5
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Style Icon

Bialetti Moka Express

The Bialetti Moka celebrates more than 80 years of classic design elegance and 
technological simplicity. From the early 1950s to the present day, Bialetti has 
manufactured over 200 million coffee makers. In particular, the Moka Express 

has become iconic and has allowed millions of consumers to enjoy great Italian coffee 
from the only pot to bear the unique mark of the ‘little fellow with the moustache’.

The Moka produces a rich, authentic espresso in just minutes. The aluminum pot 
features Bialetti’s distinctive eight-sided shape that allows it to diffuse heat perfectly to 
enhance the aroma of your coffee.

Available in 1 cup, 3 cup, 6 cup, 9 cup and 12 cup.

Price: From £24.

Stockist: House of Fraser Belfast & Dublin. Phone 0345 6021073. houseoffraser.co.uk
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The gentle warmth of the fire, a cheeky glass of  
something special and the crackle of the flames, 
there’s no better way to round off a great day. 

Enjoying life’s simple pleasures.

We Danish have a word for it. 
Hygge.

ME AND MY MORSØ
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DEKTON XGLOSS is the new family of polished Dekton 
surfaces with extraordinary crystalline shine. A gloss 
that offers a radiant sparkle unlike any other, whilst 
maintaining the well-known physical resilience of Dekton.
Highly scratch-resistant.
Resistant to stains.
Maximum resistance to fire and heat.
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