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This month in Gadgets, we’re taking a look at learning things—
whether it’s a new hobby, skill, or continuing your education, 
everyone should strive to keep learning, or suffer stagnation. 
This month, we take a look at different ways you can further 
your own knowledge, without having to pack up and go back 
to university.  Of course, we got the latest devices in our labs, 
and a few test drives, just in time for the end of the summer. We 
hope you enjoy Gadgets this month; we had a lot of fun putting 
it together!  
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PARADE

Lifemate Power Bear
Power Bank

Planning to reconnect with nature but don’t want to 
miss what’s happening back in the concrete jungle? 
Keep your devices running on and on with the 
ruggedized Lifemate Power Bear. This 12,000 mAh 
battery bank is built like a bear-driven tank with its 
1.5 m water wading capacity, 1.5 m drop tolerance, 
and 200 kg bearing strength, enabling it to survive 
where no gadget has gone before. It has a 2.1 A 
input to quickly fill up its reserves, as well as two 
USB ports outputting 1 and 2.1 A to simultaneously 
charge two devices. As a bonus, it can probably be 
used to fend off a wild animal that’s out to get you.

PHP 6,490

Lifemate Apollo I
Solar Charger

Leave the sun shaking its fist at you as you 
harness its power with the Lifemate Apollo I 
solar charger. It boasts of two monocrystalline 
silicon solar panels with a conversion rate 
greater than 15.3 percent so as long as light is 
hitting the device, you’ll get a steady stream 
of 1 A current. That may not be as quick 
as being tethered to a wall socket, but it’s 
sufficient for trickle charging your gadgets 
while you’re in the middle of nowhere. It’s 
also compact at 521 x 230 x 21 mm (L x W x 
H), making it a can’t-miss outdoor buddy.

PHP 2,980
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Asus ZenFone Laser 5.5S
Smartphone

Looking for a powerful yet value-for- money 
smartphone? Asus has just the smartphone for 
you. True to its name, the newest iteration of 
the ZenFone Laser offers laser speed processing 
thanks to an upgraded storage and improved 
processor for an overall better performance 
that wouldn’t disappoint. This 5.5-inch handset 
is powered by a Snapdragon 615 octa-core 
processor that clocks in at 1.5 GHz which, paired 
with 3 GB of RAM, allows it to breeze through 
tasks without slowing down. It also comes 
packed with an HD 1280 x 720 display overlaid 
with Gorilla Glass 4 protection, 32 GB of onboard 
memory, 13 MP rear and 5 MP front shutters, and 
3000 mAh of battery capacity.

PHP 8,995

Asus VivoWatch
Smartwatch

Asus’ first piece of wearable tech has arrived. The Asus 
VivoWatch is a smart device meant to be worn all day, 
every day. It features an elegant design, heartrate 
tracker, sleep tracker, and a simple-to-understand 
“happiness index” which tells you just how you’re 
doing at the moment. The IP67-rated device is water-
resistant, so you don’t have to worry about taking 
it off when things get damp. Its 10-day battery life 
means it won’t stop until you do, and will continue to 
monitor your activity the whole time. The watch also 
provides instant and continuous feedback when you 
work out, so you stay in your target zone, maximizing 
your efforts.

PHP 6,990
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WD Gold
Hard Drive

The best gets gold, not silver nor bronze. That’s why the 
cream of the data center crop uses WD Gold hard drives. 
Designed for small- to medium-scale enterprise servers, 
WD Gold is engineered with HelioSeal technology for 
the best read and write performance, power efficiency, 
and longevity in demanding datacenter environments. 
The optimizations allow the drive to reduce the total 
cost of ownership, perfect for IT administrators working 
with tight budgets. Better yet, owners of WD Gold get a 
dedicated premium support line for assistance from the 
start of the drive’s duty all the way to its retirement. It is 
available in 4, 6, and 8 TB capacities.

AMD Radeon Pro Duo
Graphics Card

Virtual reality is officially here to tax all but 
the most powerful graphics cards and AMD 
is looking to get ahead of the game with 
the Radeon Pro Duo. This monster video 
card boasts of dual Fiji GPUs with 8 GB of 
HBM producing an ultra-wide dual 4096-bit 
memory bus processing up to 1024 GB/s of 
information. It has a whopping 8192 stream 
processors whizzing at up to 1000 MHz, all 
while chugging 350 W through its three 8-pin 
PCIe power slots. Moreover, it’s liquid-cooled 
with a 120 mm integrated radiator and fan so 
it stays chilly through the workload of creating 
and rendering virtual frontiers.
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TCL TitanGold Air Conditioners
Air Conditioner

Stay cold amid the scorching heat with TCL’s TitanGold Air Conditioners. TCL’s standard inverter split type line consists of the KA Series, equipped with high-quality 
Full 5D DC components that employ the use of magnetic force in varying the rotation speed of the compressor. This provides a precise method of maintaining the 
set temperature which, in turn, effectively reduces power consumption by up to 60-percent at an optimal temperature setting. TCL’s standard inverter split type air 
conditioners also boast of high-cooling performance below 0-degree celcius, ensuring cooling in no time. It is specially designed with gold-plated aluminum louver 
fins, ideally built to prevent and withstand extreme rusting and corrosion through their unique hydrophilic properties. The hydrophilicity of these fins enables self-
cleaning function, leaving no room for mold and foul-smelling substances while improving the overall atmospheric quality of the room. These ACs also come packed 
with 5-in-1 Health Filters providing safe and healthy breathable indoor air. A Mosquito Repellent function utilizes a built-in ultrasonic mosquito repelling device, 
proven to be effective at keeping mosquitoes away. The TCL TitanGold air conditioner collection consists of the Window Type (Manual and Remote) I Series—available 
in 0.8HP, 1.0 HP, and 1.5HP; Non-inverter Split Type BU Series, and Inverter Split Type KA Series—both available in 1.0HP, 1.5HP, 2.0HP, and 2.5HP.

TCL Cityline C1
QUHD TV

Equipped with a unique Quantum Dot Display technology which far exceeds other UHD TVs in terms of display effects, definition, and color purity, TCL’s Cityline 
C1 redefines upscale watching experience with its stunning image quality, elegant design, powerful hardware, and diverse entertainment functions. It is available 
in both flat and curved designs, with sizes ranging from 50-inch and 55-inch to 65-inch and a 9.9mm slim screen housed in a metallic body. Built within the TV are 
wide color gamut technology and a 64-bit CPU that brings exciting user-experience capabilities including 3D online gaming, ultra-fast multi-tasking, HD video 
playback, and high-speed internet browsing. Meanwhile, a black crystal panel version (for 55-inch and 65-inch models) is available, offering improved picture 
contrast, reduced light reflection, as well as 4K UHD.



june 201614 www.gadgetsmagazine.com.ph

Eveready One LED Light
Flashlight

A flashlight with dead batteries is the last thing you need 
in the event of a power outage. You can always purchase 
replacements, but what if there aren’t stores near you to get 
what you need? Fret no more! The Eveready One LED Light 
is a reliable, smart, and handy lighting product that offers 
more value for money in every use. Built with Readyflex 
technology, this device provides superb lighting using two 
or four AA batteries that lasts longer than you can imagine. 
Users are guaranteed up to 48 hours of runtime; meanwhile, 
using four pieces of AA batteries extends its runtime up 
to 95 hours. The Eveready One LED Light has 20 lumens 
of bright light and is built with high-end LED technology 
that offers efficient energy without having to worry about 
replacements in the future. It also comes with a sliding 
switch for on and off functions, providing ample illumination 
in the dark in a jiffy.

PHP 149

Nvidia GTX 1080
Graphics Card

Brace your cash, PC gamers: the latest from Nvidia has been announced and it run circles around last generation’s lineup. The new GTX 1080 is built around 
the Pascal architecture anchored on a 16 nm FinFET process with 7.2 billion transistors paired to 8 GB of GDDR5X VRAM. The technological leap allows it to 
easily beat two 980s in SLI and even the already monstrous Titan X, all on a single 180 W 8-pin PCIe connection. Better yet, the improved efficiency allows it to 
overclock like a beast while maintaining relatively cool temperatures with the reference cooler. The shroud has also been reworked to reflect the card’s drool-
worthy capabilities.
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Audio Technica ATH-CKS550iS
In-ear Headphones

Satisfy that earworm using the ATH-CKS550iS, the 
latest in-ear headphones from Audio Technica. It 
runs on 9.8 mm dual magnetic field drivers paired 
with multiple transition diaphragms, and airflow bass 
venting systems that allow low notes to thump like 
nobody’s business, while at the same time giving 
more texture to the entire aural spectrum. To further 
sustain music quality over the long term, its 1.2 m 
Y-type cable ends in a four pole 3.5 mm stereo plug 
plated in shiny gold. The whole affair can be bought in 
either a gold, black, blue, red, or white finish.

PHP 2,299

Sharp Aquos Xu Series
8K TV

You read that right. Though 4K hasn’t seen major adoption yet, Sharp has gone ahead and manufactured their Aquos Xu lineup that’s able to output content with 
8K-equivalent resolution. It achieves this thanks to the Quattron Pro 4-Color Technology and X8-Master Engine Pro upscaler that further improves Full HD and 
UHD quality on the series’ 4K panels. Rich Color Pro and Ultra Dynamic Range Pro technology also help raise the contrast and color range a notch higher than its 
competitors. Moreover, this sleek aluminum-framed lineup also boasts of smart functionality so you can enjoy content from whatever source you desire.
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LaCie Rugged RAID
Portable Hard Drive

When the going gets tough, the tough get the 
LaCie Rugged RAID—a portable hard drive 
designed to take on the challenges of Mother 
Nature. It boasts of an easy-to-see bright orange 
protective sleeve which offers shock resistance from 
drops up to 1.5 m high, as well as dust and water 
resistance for all-terrain use. Inside its burly body are 
two platter drives that can be configured in either 
RAID 1 or RAID 0 formats to best fit your needs. 
Further protecting your data are its encryption 
and password protection capabilities. Better still, 
it has Thunderbolt and USB 3.0 ports for fast data 
transfers no matter where you are in no man’s land.

PHP 12,990 (1 TB)

LaCie Porsche Design 
Desktop Drive
External Hard Drive

Give your computer a quick and easy storage boost with 
the LaCie Porsche Design Desktop Drive. This stylish 
external storage solution was made in partnership with 
the German sports-lifestyle brand and it’s a real doozy. It 
features a USB 3.0 port for quick data throughput for its 3 
or 4 TB storage space, with the information protected by 
AES 256-bit encryption and automatic backups through the 
LaCie Private- Public and LaCie Backup Assistant software. 
And with its 5 mm aluminum enclosure, you’ll be sure that 
you’re going to get a drive that looks and stays cool even 
after hours of use.

PHP 8,799   (3 TB)
PHP 10,599 (4 TB)
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Philips BDM3490UC
Monitor

The most elegant, stylish, and functional ultra‐widescreen panel from Philips just yet, the Philips BDM3490UC curved display is bound to make a lasting 
impression at first glance. This curved ultra‐widescreen panel from Philips sports 3440 x 1440 pixel resolution and a 21:9 ratio that allows for minimal 
distraction and should make for good viewing angles, offering a great visual experience that immerses you right into the heart of the action. It comes with 
99‐percent sRGB color coverage, giving accurate and true‐to‐life colors; a good option for color‐sensitive work. It is HDMI‐ready, supports Mobile High‐
Definition Link (MHL), has DisplayPort, built with DTS Sound, and comes with a Super‐Speed USB 3.0 port. With this monitor, you can now experience a world 
of connectivity and productivity in comfort whether at the office or at home.

Logitech G610 Orion Brown
Backlit Mechanical Gaming Keyboard

The full-size Logitech G610 Orion Brown will give you the clicky clacky goodness of a mechanical keyboard that will spoil your fingers forever. Underneath its 104 
keys are the tactile-but- quiet Cherry MX Brown switches rated for over 50 million keystrokes to help you hammer out both that annoying opponent and that 
overdue article. For bling, its white backlighting is per-key customizable so you can emphasize the ones you hit often, as well as match the effect pattern to your 
other peripherals. The function keys are also all macro-programmable through the Logitech Gaming Software for the best experience across your favorite titles.

PHP 7,399
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Alcatel Idol 4S
Smartphone

Alcatel’s stepping up its game big time. The Alcatel 
Idol 4S squeezes powerhouse specs—including a 5.5 
inch QHD AMOLED display protected by Dragontrail 
glass, 3000 mAh quick charge battery, 16 MP f/2.0 and 
8 MP wide-angle shooters, dual SIM 4G support, 32 GB 
ROM and 3 GB RAM, and an octa-core Snapdragon 652 
processor clocked at 1.8 GHz—in a light body that’s 
available in metal silver, dark gray, gold, and rose gold 
colors. It also features the “Boom Key” which further 
enhances the user experience. Lastly it ships in a VR 
headset with JBL earbuds making the whole package 
as out of this world as its abilities.

Alcatel Plus 10
Tablet 

The Alcatel Plus 10 takes the light and 
entertainment-focused form factor of the 
tablet and combines it with the productivity 
of a keyboard. It boasts a quad-core Intel 
Cherry Trail T3 CPU clocked at 1.92 GHz, 2 GB 
of RAM, 32 GB of expandable storage space, 
5 MP and 2 MP shooters, 10.1 inch HD IPS 
touch screen, and 5830 mAh battery, all in 
a form factor that’s easy to carry around. It 
ships with a 4G LTE docking keyboard that 
can support up to 15 connected users with 
its Wi-Fi hotspot function. The keyboard also 
comes with its own 2580 mAh battery pack to 
further extend the Plus 10’s uptime.
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Gamdias Hephaestus GHS2000
Gaming Headset

Games are fun on their own, but, when paired with 
awesome accessories they get better. Gamdias’ multi-
sensorial gaming headset, Hephaestus, promises a 4D 
sound experience with 7.1 virtual surround channels 
and a blast source identifier that triggers the ear cups 
to vibrate, following intense action in your game. For 
all-day gaming sessions, the Hephaestus comes with 
a cooling system with built-in aluminium heat sinks 
to drop temperature and keep you comfortable. It 
also comes with various cutting-edge technologies 
such as voice distortion and alteration through HERA, 
active noise cancellation, and flexible mic boom for a 
superior gaming experience like no other. 

PHP 3,990

Gamdias Hermes RGB-GKB1050
Mechanical Keyboard

Great gamers begin with dependable gaming gear. And dependable is what the Hermes RGB is. Exceeding basic user demands with its many trailblazing features, 
this Hermes RGB gives more power and flexibility to every keyboard masher out there. In its small, but elegant form factor comes 16.8 million-color backlighting 
with 13 pre-set lighting effect modes, GAMDIAS Certified Blue Switches with a 50 million actuation lifecycle, custom key lighting and function assignments, 
On-The-Fly Macro Recording, 2 Programmable macro keys,  and WASD–Arrow Keys Exchange Mode. Engineered on the inside of this mechanical keyboard is a 
32-bit ARM CortexTM-M3 microprocessor that enables it to deliver an outstanding performance and storage of up to six profile. What’s more, it also comes with 
multimedia control function keys, windows key disable, key lock mode, integral wrist rest for gaming comfort, and online firmware update support. 

PHP 6,690
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Halo Gavin
Backpack

 “Style and comfort don’t go together.” Halo begs to differ. The Halo Gavin looks great, and just as importantly, feels good on. This 15-inch backpack comes with a 
large main compartment that can fit accurately fit laptops, books, and long folders. A smaller secondary compartment with dividers, on the other hand, is perfect 
for keeping other valuables such as mobile devices and what not. There also a front zip for your tiny things to not get lost in the bigger compartments. This carry-
all has plenty more storage compartments and specialized pockets to keep all the must-haves secured and the organizing freak in you sane. It comes in colors 
black, blue, gray, and red. 

PHP 1,195
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Overwatch Razer ManO’War 
Tournament Edition
Gaming Headset

The Overwatch Razer ManO’War TE gaming headset is 
designed for ultimate performance and comfort over 
hours of play. It comes built with a fully retractable 
MEMS mic with inline volume and mute controls, 
making verbal communication easy to adjust and 
crystal clear in the heat of battle. The fully retractable 
microphone boom pulls out from the left ear cup 
as needed, while its flexible design allows it to be 
adjusted to the player’s preference on the fly. It has 
an extra-large, 50 mm, gaming-grade drivers that are 
custom-tuned to ensure team chat and audio cues 
are heard the way they were intended. Meanwhile, a 
closed ear cup design with plush circumaural padding 
blocks-out ambient noise. The 3.5 mm connection and 
included splitter adapter extension cable make the 
Overwatch Razer ManO’War TE hyper-compatible with 
a multitude of platforms.

Razer BlackWidow Chroma Overwatch
Gaming Keyboard

Gamers can look forward to an array of dynamic Razer Chroma lighting effects with the Overwatch-themed keyboard from Razer. This keyboard adapts to 
in-game actions, including displaying a hero’s signature color, abilities and cooldowns, all displayed in real time making for truly immersive gaming sessions. 
On top of that, you also get the benefits of Razer Mechanical Switch, which was recently updated with an optimized set of actuation and reset points and 
increased durability of up to 80-million key strokes. Rounding out this capable keyboard are built in features such as fully programmable keys with on-the-fly 
macro recording, Razer Chroma with 16.8 million customizable color options, Razer Synapse, and 10 key roll over anti ghosting capabilities. 
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Pioneer VSX-531
AV Receiver

You don’t have to go all-in on a high-end AV receiver if all you want to do is to dip your toes in the water. Rather, you can try an entry-level one such as the Pioneer 
VSX-531 as your home theatre system’s first nexus. While it’s pegged as a starter product, it still manages to offer impressive features like a 5.1-channel receiver, 4K 
compatibility, MCACC room tuning and Phase Control Technology, built-in Bluetooth module, HD audio support, advanced sound receiver for compressed audio, 
and USB connectivity for additional inputs. It also comes with an intelligent Eco Mode for automatic adjustment of power consumption when not under load.

Pioneer VSX-831
AV Receiver

The new Pioneer VSX-831 boasts new and innovative features such as a powerful 5.1-channel receiver; high resolution audio support; 4K and HDR compatibility; 
an AMK-produced 384 kHz/32-bit DAC; Pioneer’s MCACC unique automatic sound adjustment technology; support for the latest network functions including 
GoogleCast, Tuneln, Spotify, Deezer, and Tidal; new dual band Wi-Fi and Bluetooth interfaces; and support for a new multi-room audio capability that allows 
sources connected to the AV receiver to be played back on additional speakers in different rooms. With this in tow, you can enjoy your multimedia anywhere you 
want to, from whatever source you desire.
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Epson EH-LS10000
Laser Light Source Home Projector

Taking the home cinematic experience to even greater heights, the Epson EH-L10000 gives you everything you could ever want in a projector. With Epson’s 
3LCD reflecting panels and a dual-laser light source, clients will be able to bring the movie house to their homes without ever having to leave. With the 
blackest blacks, and high-resolution, plus 30,000 hours of life for the light source, this is a projector worthy of any cinephile’s home theater that’s good for 20 
years of daily use.

Flash Plus 2
Smartphone

If you’re in need of a phone that’s more than just a pretty 
face, the Flash Plus 2 might be what you’re looking for. With 
a metal body that’s diamond-cut, anodized, and every inch 
premium, it’s a device that’s going to turn heads. Inside, 
it features a 5.5-inch FHD screen, Android Marshmallow 
operating system, and a gorgeous 13 MP main camera, 
with RealTone dual-color flash to ensure perfect shots every 
time. To make sure you’re never caught offline, it has a large 
3000 mAh battery that supports fast charging, that allows 
the battery to charge up to 50 percent with just a half-hour 
charge. That’s enough for a 10-hour phone call. The Flash 
Plus 2 is available in Luna silver and Venus Gold, perfect for 
the discerning smartphone user.
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What makes this pair of in-ears unique is its bud 
design. Instead of over-ear hooks, the Pump 
Mini features what the brand calls “Lock and 
Load Stabilizers,” which are essentially hooks that 
conform to the folds of your earflap. Combined 
with rubber ear tips, it should prove to be a tough 
one to accidentally dislodge.

Color-wise, the stabilizers and hive-patterned 
housing are available in red, orange, purple, black, 
pink, and green, all in neon hues. This rainbow of 
options allows the Pump Mini to stand out when 
compared to the traditional and clean flair of its 
competitors.

HARDWARE

Though it’s named Pump Mini it’s not at all small and 
dainty. The rather large left and right channels each 
house a sub bass venting chamber, rapid charge 
battery, Energize HD audio driver, and a focusing ear 
pipe which terminates in the speaker grille.

It also has a Bluetooth 4.1 module on board which 
throws a 2.4 GHz connection signal up to 10 meters 
away from the device. Meanwhile, its lithium ion 
polymer battery is rated at 3.7 V with a promised 
top up time of just 60 minutes. With this one hour 
charge, the Pump Mini is—on paper—able to last for 
six hours of continuous talk time and up to 440 hours 
on standby if you accidentally turn it on.

The whole affair is IP54 sweatproof so it should be 
able to withstand even the grimiest of sweats as well 
as a quick wipe with a wet towel.

USER EXPERIENCE

I had trouble figuring out how to wear the Pump 
Mini at first. I thought that because of the hook, 

GADGETSLAB

DESIGN

The BlueAnt Pump Mini seems pretty much like 
any other wireless activity headset out there. 
Likewise, it’s not completely wire-free as it still has 
the black anti-tangle flat cable that connects the 
left and right earpieces. The in-line microphone, 
volume, and play/pause interfaces can be found 
towards the cable’s right end. The control hub 
also houses the microUSB port with a snug and 
splashproof cover.

donning it would be like how you’d put on any other 
headset with a hook. Only after a few minutes of 
attempting did I figure out that the stabilizers were 
not supposed to go over your ear; they’re supposed 
to go in the groove in your ear flap. The box contains 
two other stabilizer and ear bud sizes for the best fit.

Sound quality is okay for something that’s not 
designed specifically for music playback. The bass, 
mids, and lows are all there, though razor-sharp 
distinction between musical elements is hard to 
make. Take note that the audio output is loud, and 
while that’s great in a gym environment to block 
out noise, the sound gets a bit muffled in a quiet 
environment.

Lastly, battery life is close to what is advertised, 
lasting over five hours with continuous music 
playback. Combined with the fast charging time, 
the Pump Mini shouldn’t be down for a significant 
amount of time.

VALUE

This is where the BlueAnt Pump Mini pulls 
ahead of its opponents. Retailing for PHP 4,750, 
it’s priced significantly lower than most of its 
competitors, all while maintaining a reasonably 
good sound quality. While not spectacular, battery 
life is long enough to make it through the rat race 
both inside and outside the gym. It’s something I 
wouldn’t mind having in my duffel bag.

The physical, mental, and emotional 
challenges of working out can be 
dampened by some choice tunes 
alleviated by dedicated workout 
in-ears. Nothing like powering through 
that last set of deadlifts, last kilometer 
on a treadmill, or last few steps before 
bed while Eye of the Tiger plays in the 
background, right? The BlueAnt Pump 
Mini with its IP54 sweatproof rating 
and unique wireless design is made for 
that exact purpose. Hit the jump to see 
whether it delivers or is all pizzazz.

BlueAnt 
Pump Mini
Reviewed by Chris Noel Hidalgo

BottomLINE 

Muscle misery loves its music company.

SPECIfICAtIoNS:
Audio: 3GPP with DSP solution, APTX
Wireless: 2.4 GHz Bluetooth 4.1, up to 10 
meters coverage
Battery: 3.7 V rechargeable Li-Po; up to six 
hours talk and up to 440 hours standby time; 
one hour charge time.
Ports: microUSB for charging
Dimensions: 525 x 30 x 14 mm
Weight: 16 g
Features: Inline microphone and controls; three 
bud sizes; three stabilizer sizes; Siri and Google 
Now compatibility; IP54 sweatproof rating

What’s Hot:
- Even shaking like a dog won’t dislodge it.
- Durable build

What’s Not:
- Sound separation is weak
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The rubber pads can also be found at the back 
sandwiching the I/O’s security cap. Lifting the 
latch reveals the battery indicator, connection 
reset button, microUSB charging port, full-sized 
USB port for charging other devices, and the 
3.5mm audio jack. The speaker grille occupies 
the entire front of the device.

Overall, the Braven BRV-Pro’s aesthetic results in an 
intimidating device that can double as a bludgeon. 
I’m not kidding—don’t drop it on your feet.

HARDWARE

Like I said above, the Braven BRV-Pro features an 
aluminum body that’s tough as nails and exhibits 
no creaking no matter how much pressure is 
applied. However, I couldn’t find any technical 
details about its sound system, just that it’s reliably 
loud outdoors. 

Interestingly enough, the BRV-Pro’s most eye-
catching knickknack is its aftermarket accessories. 
Using a hex key on the four screws at the top will 
allow users to bolster the device with either a solar 
charging panel, rechargeable battery pack, sound-
doubling stacking plates, glow deck, or an action 
camera mount. That’s a lot of flexibility for a speaker 
that promises not to give.

USER EXPERIENCE

If they ever made a tank that blasts audio instead 
of shells, it would be made out of the Braven BRV-
Pro. This thing is ridiculously well-built that you can 
probably use it to hammer nails through plywood. 
Not that I did that—the review unit wasn’t mine 
after all—but I did give it a few good smacks 
against a wall and it still works. I even threw a 
couple of punches in and let’s just say BRV-Pro one, 
my knuckles zero.

DESIGN

The Braven BRV-Pro’s design clearly conveys 
its ruggedness. Its innards are protected by an 
aluminum body that’s available in either silver with 
blue side latches or black with red side trim. Both 
feature a removable plastic piece emblazoned with 
the brand’s marque up top as well as the volume 
up/down, power, and play buttons; four rubber 
feet and water drain holes at the bottom; and more 
protective rubber on either side.

Now let’s talk about sound quality. The BRV-Pro 
gets an “okay” in this aspect—not particularly bland 
but at the same time won’t blow you away. The 
drivers favor the mids a lot and the sound in the 
upper end of the spectrum is crisp. But while the 
bass is there, the speaker won’t give you as much 
thumping as pricier affairs. On the plus side, the 
BRV-Pro manages to retain enough audio texture at 
loud volumes without distorting sound.

Batter-wise, this thing can easily last through a 
whole day of constant playback. Keep in mind 
that the 30-hour rating is likely at the softest 
audio levels, so unless you’re going to treat it 
like headphones and stick it against your ear, 
the juice won’t live up to that promise. However, 
my experience with the BRV-Pro saw it easily 
lasting 12 hours with tons of battery left to spare. 
Additionally, the Braven BRV-Pro also boasts a 
power bank function that, combined with the 
optional solar charger, should pretty much keep 
this and its accompanying smart device topped up 
during daytime.

VALUE

The Braven BRV-Pro certainly is a hard pill to 
swallow with its PHP 6,750 price tag, though it’s 
actually affordable compared to other outdoor 
speakers. Don’t splurge on this one and expect 
a theater-like aural experience. Rather, expect 
a sturdy, long-lasting speaker that you can take 
with you anywhere that’s not under the sea. I’d 
personally get it for myself just to give my once-
in-a-blue-moon outdoor adventures the musical 
score they deserve.

Music just makes things better and, 
in the case of some activities, more 
tolerable. Chilling by the pool? Blast 
some tunes. Camping in the middle of 
the forest? Blast some tunes. Shredding 
down a mountain path aboard a 
bike? Blast some tunes. “But,” you ask, 
“Aren’t those kinds of environments 
really dangerous for speakers?” You’re 
right, but what we have here isn’t just 
any speaker—it’s the everything-proof 
Braven BRV-Pro.

Braven 
BRV-Pro
Reviewed by Chris Noel Hidalgo

BottomLINE 

Nature, meet your match.

SPECIfICAtIoNS:
Connections: Bluetooth, 3.5 mm stereo input, 
microUSB, USB
Audio: Built-in microphone and speakerphone 
Profiles supported: HFP 1.6; A2DP 1.2; AVRCP 
1.4; HSP 1.2; DI 1.3
Waterproof rating: IPX7, up to 1 m submersion
Battery: 2200 mAh Li-Ion, rated for up to 30 
hours of playtime; power bank function
Size: 6.4 x 1.5 x 2.8 inches
Weight: 0.65 kg

What’s Hot:
- Loud
- Built like a tank

What’s Not:
- Sound quality doesn’t impress
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associated with replacement systems. The ink 
tank is transparent, so you can quickly check if a 
particular color needs to be refilled. An ink valve 
at the front of the exterior tank lets you control ink 
flow.  Locking the valve prevents ink leakage if you 
need to move or transport the printer. 

With HP original ink, printer output from the 
Deskjet GT 5820 is of good quality, with consistent 
color saturation. However, printer speed is a bit 
disappointing, and the time it takes to process a 
complex page could take several minutes. 
 
On the other hand, being able to print wirelessly 
even when the Deskjet GT 5820 is not connected 
to a router is a major convenience. With Wi-Fi Direct 
turned on, you can send your print jobs directly 
from your Wi-Fi enabled mobile device—e.g., 
you can print a photo taken on your smartphone 
directly on the Deskjet GT 5820.

VALUE

The Deskjet GT 5820 retails for PHP 8,790. Each 
ink tank bottle costs about PHP 310. Color bottles 
can print up to 8,000 pages, translating to about 
12-centavos per page. The black ink bottle can print 
up to 5,000 pages, for a per-page cost of about 
6-centavos. These are hard-to-beat numbers if cost 
is a primary consideration.

Students needing a multi-function device that lets 
them print school projects at very low cost, as well 
as copy/scan reference materials when needed, will 
definitely appreciate the Deskjet GT 5820. It is also 
ideal for small offices with printing cycles of about 
1,000-pages a month.

DESIGN

Form follows function, so the Deskjet GT 5820 is 
the usual all-black plastic body, but with the four 
chamber ink tank system protruding from the right-
hand side. On top is a flatbed scanner that can take 
up to A4-sized paper. Next to the scanner, on the 
top left surface is the LCD display with the various 
control buttons lined up. You will find the power 
connection and a USB port at the back. 

Paper input is via a slot at the back of the unit. You 
slide up the input tray, adjust the paper guide to 
the appropriate width, and insert your paper stack 
vertically with the short edge down and the print 
side up. The input tray can take up to 60 sheets of 
standard paper.

The output tray is actually a plastic arm with an 
extender that you slide out of the unit’s front bottom. 
It can accommodate printouts of up to 25-sheets.

HARDWARE

The drop-on-demand theremal inkjet print 
mechanism on the GT 5820 utilizes two printheads—
one for black and one for tricolor ink. Once these 
printheads are latched into the printer carriage and 
primed, ink from the external reservoir flows through 
supply tubes into the printheads as needed. 

The flatbed scanner is capable of resolutions up to 
1200 dpi, while copy resolution is up to 600 x 300 dpi.

Wireless connectivity is a big plus, allowing for 
mobile printing directly from smartphones and 
tablets.

USER EXPERIENCE

The Deskjet GT 5820’s unique selling proposition 
is its ink tank system which is definitely superior to 
after-market retrofits. For instance, it touts a spill-
proof refill system that uses ink bottles designed 
to plug into the ink tank nozzles and flow without 
squeezing, so you don’t get the messy leaks often 

BottomLINE 

Need to eke out every last drop of ink from 
your printer? Let the HP Deskjet GT 5820 help 

you save on printing costs.

HP Deskjet 
GT 5820
Reviewed by Maribelle Alba

Raise your hand if you’ve had a 
continuous ink refill system installed 
on your inkjet printer because you 
wanted to save some bucks. Now 
you don’t have to put up with the 
inconvenience of a retrofitted after-
market installation which could void 
your warranty, because the new HP 
Deskjet GT 5820 was designed as an 
ink tank printer out of the box. 

SPECIfICAtIoNS:
Printer Type: Inkjet
Functions: Print, copy, scan
Print Speed: Up to 8 ppm (black) / 5 ppm (color)
First Page Out: As fast as 13 sec (black) / 17 sec (color)
Duty Cycle (monthly): Up to 1,000 pages 
Scanner: Flatbed (216 x 297 mm), up to 1200 dpi 
resolution
Control Panel: 7 segment + icon LCD
Connectivity: USB, Ethernet, Wi-Fi
Paper Tray: 60-sheet input tray; 25-sheet output tray
Ink Cartridges: 1 black bottle, 3 color bottles
Dimensions:  525 x 310 x 158 mm (minimum)
Weight: 4.67 kg

What’s Hot:
-  Wireless printing
- Very low per page cost
- Spill-free ink tank system

What’s Not:
- Slow first page out
- Slow print speed



june 2016 27www.gadgetsmagazine.com.ph

USER EXPERIENCE

Using the laptop for a good amount of time 
didn’t really bring any surprise. As simple as it 
looks, this laptop is a modest device perfect 
for internet browsing and creating documents. 
Simple tasks such as typing articles and web 
surfing went smoothly. However, we wouldn’t 
recommend installing graphic-intensive 
games on it as its hardware may not be 
capable of handling such processing demand. 
Uncomplicated games available in the Windows 
store or flash games are playable—anything 
beyond that will just frustrate you. 

We also found working with this laptop a pleasant 
experience. Typing was weirdly addicting, the keys 
are spread out adequately despite the size of the 
device, but can be a bit small for people with huge 
fingers. It also has a texture that’s nice to touch. The 
touch pad, on the other hand, has a semi-abraded 
surface so your fingers don’t feel like just gliding 
on smooth plastic. The buttons on the pad is 
constructed with a short drop to them and is very 
responsive to clicks. 

VALUE

I really had no troubles using this laptop from Dell. 
For its PHP 13,990 suggested retail price, you’d 
get a capable laptop that carries just the right 
battery life, screen, keyboard, and processor at your 
disposal. It takes on tasks discreetly and wouldn’t 
give you the impression of it bursting into flames 
with even nonstop use. 

DESIGN

The Inspiron 11 3162 is housed in a plastic body 
that features smooth, rounded edges in the front 
and back. To give you a more graphic description, 
its smooth-edged form factor harks back to 
bright-colored and curved clamshell phones of not 
long ago, which are right up my alley. This design 
philosophy is a clear indication of this laptops’ target 
market: the young and proactive sector. 

As someone who prefers minimalistic design over 
showy ones, I appreciate the simplicity of this 
laptop. Flipping it open, you’ll be greeted with a 
matte screen that offers some nice viewing angles, 
an island-style keyboard that’s soft to touch, plus 
an aptly-sized touchpad with some texture on 
it. Located on the sides are basic ports such as 
power-in, HDMI, USB 3.0, micro-SD reader, combo 
audio jack, and a Kensington lock, all of which are 
necessary features to a productivity machine. 

HARDWARE

Apart from colorful design choices and an 
unassuming, yet stylish façade, this light notebook 
packs various hardware to keep your productivity 
going and provide you with entertainment any 
time of the day. This 11.6-inch laptop can be easily 
stowed in the bag and whipped out whenever 
needed. It runs Windows 10, showcases a 1366 x 
768-resolution anti-glare LED-backlit panel, Intel 
Celeron processor, 2 GB of RAM, and battery that 
is guaranteed to last you up to 10 hours of work 
and play on the fly. All these come together for a 
laptop that can handle varying light to moderate 
PC tasks and a few other programs running in the 
background without a hitch.

Additionally, the laptop also has a built-in two tuned 
speakers, a 0.9-megapixel webcam with 720p HD 
video support, and Wi-Fi 802.11ac Wi-Fi. 

Dell 
Inspiron 
3162
Reviewed by Mia Carisse Barrientos

Dell, a brand name etched on many 
monitors and CPUs in corporations, 
hopes to make waves in the 
commercial space with its newest 
consumer laptops, the XPS 15 and 
Inspiron 11 3162. We got hold of 
Dell’s contender in the entry-level 
market,  Inspiron 11 3162, and here’s 
how it fared.

SPECIfICAtIoNS:
Dimensions: 20.8-22.23 x 292 x 196 mm
Weight: starts at 1.22 kg
Processor: Intel Celeron Processor N3050 (2MB 
cache, up to 2.16GHz)
Hard Drive Options: 500GB 5400 rpm
Display: 11.6-inch HD (1366 x 768) anti-glare 
LED-backlit
Battery: 32 WHr, built-in 2-cell (non-removable)
Operating System: Windows 10
Connectivity: 802.11bgn/Bluetooth 4.0/HDMI/
USB 3.0/USB 2.0/microSD reader

What’s Hot:
- Eye-catching form factor
- Travel friendly
- Matte screen 

What’s Not:
- Fingerprint magnet glossy finish
- Low on storage and processing capacities

BottomLINE 

The Dell Insprion 11 3162 is a testimony 
that you don’t need to spend tons for a 

capable daily driver. 
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Taking their (and my) experience on the device with 
me, I headed over to BGC, where everything is an odd 
distance away—both too far to walk comfortably, 
and too close to drive. This is the kind of environment 
a machine like this was built for. Humming about 
on two wheels, being able to avoid obstacles, traffic, 
and the heat are all very easy. It’s really very agile, and 
once you’re comfortable and know just where the 
wheels fall, you might as well be on your own two feet. 
It’s quiet, and you will have to warn people of your 
approach so they don’t get startled as you pass. I was 
able to use it enough that I had hit the point where I 
wasn’t even thinking about it anymore.

It’s not without a few problems though. Since the 
wheels are a little on the cute side, you have to be 
mindful of gaps and small edges on the street. If you try 
to navigate them slowly, you will get thrown off, so it’s a 
good idea to go through them fluidly, without slowing 
down. Should you have to bail, as I did on more than 
one occasion, you can simply walk off, as one would a 
walkalator at the airport.

Battery life is as advertised, and it gave me more than 
a week of going around a few kilometers daily. If you 
plug it in at every opportunity, you should be able 
to keep using it without having to worry about the 
battery running flat. Just keep it topped up like you 
would your car. It can carry all of my 150 pounds, plus 
a bag with groceries, with no problem. More load will, 
however, shorten your range, as will inclines, and going 
fast.

VALUE

At a shade under PHP 10,000, it still marks a significant 
investment on your part. If, however, you frequently 
make short hops to and from places, it’s more than 
worth the hassle you save yourself. It’s a lot of fun, just 
make sure you actually use it, or buyer’s regret may 
follow.

HARDWARE

The Berkley runs a 300W motor that allows it to carry a 
load of up to 100kg. Powering the motor is an internal, 
non-user-replaceable 36V Li-ion battery with a capacity 
of 4.4Wh, allowing it to run a maximum of 20Km on a 
single 90-minute charge. It’s able to move along at a 
top speed of 10 km/h, and negotiate slopes of up to 15 
degrees. For ease of maintenance, it comes with solid, 
tubeless rubber tires, so you won’t have to worry about 
flats, or tire pressure, at the expense of some bumps, 
and some additional weight. It tips the scales at a rather 
hefty 10kg, so you’re going to want to keep it on the 
ground, carrying it only when absolutely necessary.

USER EXPERIENCE

I am a lazy person. I will generally always put off a trip 
to the grocery, or some other small errand that can 
be done on foot, until such time as I can take the car. 
I’m really not a walking kind of guy I guess. So when I 
got word that I would be reviewing the Berkley, I was 
understandably excited. It arrived at home in a big 
box, and the first thing that struck me was the weight. 
Watching people ride these things, and seeing how 
agile they are, you’d think they didn’t weigh a thing.  
Nope. Not many users will be able to lift it, and barely 
anyone would call the experience comfortable. It’s best 
to keep it on the ground where it belongs.

There was virtually no setup required, take it out of the 
box, give it an initial two-hour charge and you’re off. 

Using it was even simpler, though an exercise in trust 
more than balance. Since it has no controls, the user 
simply hits the power button, stands on the board 
and lets it do the balancing. Movement is as simple as 
leaning forward, leaning backwards, or pushing one 
side of the board down to spin in that direction. I was 
on the board and moving around the office literally the 
first time I got on, which shows it is entirely possible 
to get that done. This being said, once I brought it to 
a friend’s house for people to give it a try, we found 
that perhaps two-thirds of them needed at least a few 
minutes to get comfortable with the Berkley. Most 
of them did get it eventually, though some remain 
apprehensive about using it in the real world.

DESIGN

As with other devices of its kind, the Berkley is a sleek, 
simple affair. It’s a pair of wheels on either end, and 
a step board that pivots on a horizontal axis. There 
is really only one manual control, which is a power 
button, just beside the charging port on one edge 
of the board. There are blue signal lights on what is 
intended to be the back of the unit, though it will 
work just fine facing either direction. Our Berkley 
came in a very vibrant shade of  blue, which is right 
up my alley.

California 
Eco Bike 
Berkeley
Reviewed by Ren Alcantara

What has now come to be called 
the hoverboard has gained a lot of 
popularity here and overseas. You can 
sort of see why. They’re a neat, handy 
way to make short hops from place to 
place, and let you do so in the harsh 
tropical weather without breaking 
a sweat. As with things that gain 
popularity the way these things have 
though, many sub-par examples have 
flooded the market. We got to review 
the California Eco Bike entry to the 
scene, and here’s what we think.

What’s Hot:
- Convenient
- Low-maintenance
- Fun

What’s Not:
- Not everyone can take to it easily
- Has some trouble with bumps on
- Heavy

SPECIfICAtIoNS:
Rated Power: 300W 
Rated Voltage: 36v (36v 4.4ah Li-on) 
Battery Type: Lithium-ion
Charging Tine: 901-120 Minutes 
Max Climbing: 15 degree
Load Capacity: 100 kg
Speed: Up to 10Km/h 
Riding Distance up to 15-20Km 
Tire: Tubeless Tire 
Motor Type: Brush DC Motor
Gross Weight: 10Kg

BottomLINE 

More than just a novelty, it’s an 
actual way to get around.
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are OS-sensitive will be pleased to know that while it 
does run Lollipop, it is upgradable to Marshmallow.

Lenovo is one of the manufacturers that doesn’t 
really mess with the OS very much, and I will always 
be thankful for that. There are some aesthetic 
changes, but on the whole, it’s very pleasantly close 
to stock Android, so you won’t spend a lot of time 
trying to relearn how to use your phone. 

Camera performance is about average, with the 13MP 
main camera giving shots that are a little unsaturated, 
though better light tends to fix the problem. It’s 
not the worst camera out there by far, but I can 
easily name a few that give nicer color reproduction 
(though they’re several thousand more expensive). 
For daily snaps though, it is far better than a lot in its 
price range, and offers impressive detail. It also offers 
a fun dual camera selfie mode for the more creatively 
inclined, though I’m not entirely convinced it will be 
used a lot once the novelty wears off.

A complaint I do have, however, is that the capacitive 
keys for home, the task manager, and back, aren’t 
backlit. You’re going to have to really know where 
they are to use the Vibe in the dark, so prepare to 
fumble around a bit until your fingers adjust. 

Battery life is about average. It will get you through 
a workday, though by the time evening rolls around, 
you’re going to be looking for a wall outlet or 
powerbank. The best idea here would be to plug in 
midday, so you can be assured of power until you 
turn in for the night. If you’re mostly chained to a desk 
though, battery life on the vibe is a good trade-off for 
a slim phone.

Overall though, it’s a solid mid-ranger that delivers as 
promised, and does justice to the Lenovo name.

VALUE

At about PHP 14,000, the Vibe S1 is a great 
device. With a nice design, the Lenovo brand, and 
unsurprisingly solid performance, you get a phone, 
from a reputable manufacturer, that performs 
as promised, and it delivers a performance that 
overshadows the minor complaints we do have.

DESIGN

The S1 goes the route of subdued elegance. It’s a 
simple affair, with a nice metal frame for rigidity. At 
7.8mm at the thickest point, it’s not the slimmest 
phone out there, though this is mitigated greatly 
by the curved back, making it feel slimmer than it 
actually is. The subtle styling is continued here, with 
nothing more than the “Vibe” brand on the back, 
below the camera and flash. The front is just as quiet. 

BottomLINE 

Overall though, it’s a solid mid-ranger that 
delivers as promised, and does justice to 

the Lenovo name.

Lenovo 
Vibe S1
Reviewed by Ren Alcantara

Phones are almost literally a dime 
a dozen now. With all the options 
available, it can be a bit of a pain to 
figure out exactly the one you need 
to meet your daily needs without 
going overboard. For example, you 
might want a phone that can quote 
Marx with the push of a button, 
but do you need it? Lenovo, now 
one of the leading smartphone 
manufacturers in the world, is not shy 
about offering a lot of smartphones 
to fill a lot of needs. The Vibe S1 is one 
such device. It’s a mid-range device 
that’s proudly carries Lenovo’s Vibe 
branding. Does it do that marque 
justice? We get to find out.

SPECIfICAtIoNS:
Dimensions: 143.3 x 70.8 x 7.8 mm (5.64 x 2.79 
x 0.31 in)
Weight: 132 g (4.66 oz)
Dual SIM: (Nano-SIM, dual stand-by)
Screen Size: 5.0 inches
Resolution : 1080 x 1920 pixels (~441 ppi pixel 
density)
Protection: Corning Gorilla Glass 3
OS:  Android OS, v5.0 (Lollipop), upgradable to 
v6.0 (Marshmallow)
Chipset: Mediatek MT6752
CPU: Octa-core 1.7 GHz Cortex-A53
GPU: Mali-T760MP2
Memory: 3 GB RAM, 32 GB internal, expandable
Camera: Primary 13 MP, f/2.2, secondary 8MP + 
2 MP (DOF)

What’s Hot:
- Slim, pocket-friendly design
- Great feel
- Easy UI

What’s Not:
- Battery life
- Capacitive keys not backlit

You’ve got the 5.0-inch screen above capacitive 
keys, the front snapper up top, and really nothing 
else. It’s quite typical of phones these days, but the 
build quality makes it feel just a little better in the 
hand that its competition. It’s a phone you would 
definitely not mind being seen using.

HARDWARE

Being a midrange device, the Vibe S1 isn’t running the 
fastest processor out there. That being said, the octa-
core 1.7GHz processor isn’t a slouch. Paired with 3GB 
of RAM, it’s going to be able to pull its weight without 
any problem at all. Couple this with 32 GB of storage, 
and you have the makings of a perfect daily driver. 
Should storage be lacking, you can pop in some more 
via a microSD card slot, though you’ll have to give up 
your second SIM to do so.

The screen on the S1 has a resolution of 1080x1920 
pixels, for a pixel density of 441ppi—more than sharp 
enough for any game, movie, or TV series you’d like 
to watch on the roomy five-inch screen, which, by 
the way, is behind sturdy Gorilla Glass 3. It has all the 
usual connectivity options, Wi-Fi a/b/g/n, Wi-Fi direct, 
LTE, Bluetooth 4.0, and even has an FM radio in there 
for good measure. All of this is powered by a decent, 
though non-removable, 2420mAh battery.

USER EXPERIENCE

The timing of the Vibe S1 couldn’t have been better. 
I had some travelling to do, and needed a second 
device to support a different network, and the S1 
was more than happy to oblige. Significantly smaller 
than my main phone, which has a 5.5-inch screen, I 
found that I was much happier keeping the Vibe in 
my pocket. It’s slim, curved, and most importantly, 
short, so it doesn’t stick out, or dig uncomfortably 
into my leg when I sit. The curve also allows you to 
free it easily from your pocket, since your fingers 
wrap around it just a bit easier than a flat device.

I was a bit concerned as to the performance of the 
Vibe, being that I had been spoiled by a top-tier 
device for months. I’m happy to report, however, 
that such was not the case. 3GB of RAM does a lot to 
improve one’s user experience, and the S1 was fast, 
responsive, and handled multiple apps like a champ. 
There wasn’t really any point where I felt I needed 
more power, though my officemate, who had to 
borrow it for a while, said it had a bit pf trouble 
running some graphics-intensive games. Those who 
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Art Direction by Emmanuel Luz
Photography by Carlo Dans Isidoro

Hair and Make-up by Patricia Aquino
Styling by Theresa Eloriaga

Model: Rebeka Võsu of Women’s Folio Model Management
Cover Credits: Cardigan & earrings by Mango
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Lenovo Vibe S1
Brain and brawn in 
one sleek package.

Here’s to the nerds who spend their time reading, gaming, and building model toys. Here’s to those who know 
Star Wars’ lore inside and out, those who know the periodic table by heart, and those who can solve 

mathematical equations without breaking down. At the pace at which technology is changing the world, geeks 
are now the alpha dogs and as the lovely Rebeka Võsu proves, there’s more to us than meets the eye.
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Braven BRV-Pro
Music will literally have 
no boundaries with this 

everything-proof 
speaker.

Cotton-blend Sweatshirt by Mango Cotton 
Shirt by Mango
Shorts by Mango
earrings by Mango
Zip Pebbled Backpack by Mango
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Lifemate Apollo I
Harnessing the sun’s 

power for your pocket 
rocket.
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Beauty and Brains
Intereviewed by Mia Carisse Barrientos

A beautiful mind paired and an equally gorgeous 
appearance are two of the most desired qualities 
any woman would want to have. Those who say 
that these two are like oil and water have yet to 
meet Rebeka Vosu, a 20-year-old stunner that’s 
equal parts beauty and brain.

Hailing from the most northerly of the three 
Baltic States, Estonia, Rebeka is an accurate 
representation of a country bursting with breath-
taking splendor and history. Modelling since the 
age of 15, Rebeka knew that this is the career she 
wanted to pursue after seeing her older sister 
shine in such a cutthroat industry.

Setting her course towards greater heights, she 
began taking modelling gigs from one country 
to another, and now, she finds herself on our 
shores. She has been in the Philippines for two 
months now and plans to stay a little bit longer. 
Rebeka shared that it has been a fun ride so far 
and described her experiences in the country as 
one of the best—she graced this month’s cover of 
Gadgets, so it’s without a doubt fun.

Rebeka was all smiles while sharing with us 
how much she relates with what the character 
she has to portray in the photoshoot. “(In) this 
photoshoot, I have to act like I’m kind of a nerd, 
and actually at school I was.” Erudite by her own 
account, Rebeka recounted how she diligently 
studies and reads. This persistence echoed in 
her grades, however, it also made her a target 
for bullies. But we bet those students regret ever 
picking on her now.

Like any other kid who was born in the 90’s, 
Rebeka also sought the help of books and 
encyclopaedias during most of her time in school. 
During the latter years of school though, she 
carried on with tasks using various gadgets and 
her trusty Macbook. Now being a model who 
gets casting calls the world over, she thanks the 
existence of translator apps that help her better 
communicate and establish rapport with clients.

This 5’9 knockout beauty hopes to see more of 
the world and make a mark in the modelling 
industry. Possessing ethereal beauty and 
intellect that can rival the geekiest of geeks, 
we’re positive she’ll succeed.

Polka dot Shirtdress by Topshop
Wrap-around Polo by Topshop 
earrings by Mango
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COVERSTORY

There are few things nobler 
than the pursuit of knowledge. 

Knowing more allows one 
to do more to help society, 

further one’s self, or just kick 
back and relax. The thing 

about learning, is you have to 
do it right, or you’re really just 
going to be wasting a lot of 

time. In this month’s CoverStory, 
we’re taking a look at different 

venues where we can learn 
things, without necessarily 
resorting to the classrooms 

and text books of which we’re 
so accustomed. Everyone, take 
your seats, class is in session.

Words by Ren Alcantara

Learn Something
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Words by Ren Alcantara | Art  by Benedict Asal

If there is one thing everyone should do for the rest of their lives, it is 
learn.  Whether it’s a new skill, more knowledge, or maybe a language, 

we must never stop learning. Sometimes, our schedules just won’t permit 
it, or some circumstance doesn’t allow us to, say, re-enroll in university. 
Don’t fret though. Through the magic and wonder of the internet, we’re 
now able to acquire knowledge at an unprecedented rate. There are 

many resources available online, many of which partner with universities 
globally, and allow some form of accreditation, should that be the kind of 

thing you’re looking for.

Learning Online
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YouTube
Yes, there’s much more to YouTube than cat 
videos and videogame reviews. Many people with 
years and years of experience have gone on the 
platform to share the wealth of their knowledge 
to the rest of humanity. You could do a simple 
search for the topic you wish to learn, or head 
over to the Education channel, found in the menu 
(The three gray bars beside the YouTube logo), 
at the very bottom, under the Browse Channels 
menu. Simply enter “education” in the search box 
that comes up from there, and you’ll have access 
to countless videos on as many topics, from 
basic English skills, math, sciences, and business. 
It’s even sorted by grade levels, separated into 
primary and secondary, university, and lifelong 
learning, each of which containing a whole host of 
information on relevant topics. 

Whether you need a hand understanding 
something for school, or work, or just want to add 
to the things you already know, it’s a great place 
to start, that’s familiar, simple, and informative.

Coursera
A treasure trove of education online, Coursera has 
partnerships with prestigious universities such 
as Johns Hopkins, the University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Michigan, and Stanford. From 
machine learning, to programming, to music, 
business, and various topics on data science, they 
have courses available to cater to your learning 
needs.

Coursera offers a much more structured learning 
environment than videos online. While you might 
go to a YouTube “class” to take a quick lesson on 
a topic you’re interested in, Coursera is laid out 
more like an interactive textbook, with videos, 
quizzes, and homework for you to accomplish. 
There are free routes to take, through you 

can unlock all the content available, as well as 
certification for completing courses with a paid 
subscription. 

Courses start on specific dates, and go on for a 
set time, depending on the topic. You will have to 
enroll, just as you would in a regular school, and 
devote a certain amount of time in your day or 
week to the subject. Each course has details on 
payment, free options, time requirements, and 
other information, so you can see just what you 
are getting into before you choose to commit. 
There are even opportunities to connect with 
fellow students to figure things out, share ideas, 
and learn together.

University online learning
Particular universities also offer opportunities 
for students to participate in their courses 
online. While not all of these come with a 
degree, if your goal is to further knowledge, 
it’s a great way to receive top-notch education, 
without the commitment of going full-time. 
Stanford is one such university that offers online 
courses. While their current options are limited 
to Liberal Arts and Sciences, Creative Writing, 
and Professional and Personal Development, 
that’s still quite a selection available to the 
remote student. The courses are paid, though 
you do get your money’s worth. Depending on 
the course, you will get to interact frequently 
with your instructor, as well as other students, 
small class sizes, a flexible schedule, and video 
meetings, to make sure everyone is learning 
together. While it does offer credits, these 
cannot be used towards an actual degree 
from Stanford, though it is possible that other 
universities will honor them towards a degree 
there. You can even request for transcripts, 
should that become necessary.
While not necessarily as structured or deep as 

Stanford’s offerings, the Harvard Extension School 
does offer some free courses on a variety of topics. 
Videos are available on topics on Computer 
Science, Culinary Arts, and other topics. For those 
who want a more structured learning experience, 
there are quite a number of certificate courses 
available, though those do come with their own 
requirements, and quite a steep price tag. The 
website says about USD 2,400 for the ’15-’16 
schoolyear, so this is something you will have 
to consider before going down this road. Once 
you’ve completed the course and if you’ve earned 
it, you will receive a Harvard Extension School 
Certificate in your field of study.

TESDA
Our very own Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority has online lessons for a 
whole lot of marketable trades, from tuning up 
a diesel engine, to sandwich making 101. While 
it won’t get you a degree or certification, there 
are a lot of courses available here, and they’re all 
useful for anyone who wants to pick up a skill or 
two. 

TESDA does offer classes in an actual classroom, 
which is a great way to move forward once you 
pick up a module or two from the website. Their 
online lessons are a little Spartan, but broken 
down in a manner that’s easy to understand, 
and not intimidating. You’ll find topics from 
automotive, to beauty, to programming and 
animation, and though it might not be the last 
resource one would go to, but it’s a great start, 
and it’s local.

If you don’t know something, there’s really no 
excuse to not learn it; not with everything we 
have access to this day and age. All you really 
need is a computer, an internet connection, and 
a willing mind, and you can learn anything. 

Image from www.geek.com Image from www.coursetalk.com

Image from www.theguardian.com Image from www.notredameonline.com
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PeaceTech: Communication 
to Build Peace Words by Chris Noel Hidalgo | Art by Benedict Asal

Technology. Most people see it as a means for entertainment and for 
convenience. However, there are some who see it as a means to lasting peace. 
Sounds pretty farfetched, right? We managed to chat with PeaceTech founder 
and executive director Robin Pettyfer and found out how technology could be 
used to make a difference in the real world, one videoconference at a time.
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It Started With A Vision
Robin Pettyfer first worked as a lawyer doing 
investigative and legal work in the Philippines 
during the 90s internet boom. The nature of 
his job saw him frequently engaging with 
downtrodden communities and as with anyone 
that has a heart, he asked himself what he can 
contribute to those in the grassroots level. Even 
then, he saw the potential of the new technology 
that allows people divided by socioeconomic, 
cultural, racial, and religious gaps to commune 
with one another and realize that they have more 
in common than what they’re being told.

Again, this was during a time where social media 
and videoconferencing were relatively new to the 
market, especially for a developing country such 
as the Philippines. 

Headstrong and armed with the belief that the 
world could be a better place, Robin started the 
organization out of his own pocket and held 
PeaceTech’s first project in 2004. Supported by 
the United States Embassy, he arranged for a 
video conference connecting over 1,000 people 
in Cotabato and Manila. With projectors, large 
screens, internet, and forum moderators at both 
locales, people who normally wouldn’t be able to 
converse were able to gain a deeper, unfiltered 
understanding of each other’s lives.
“From there, it took off,” said Robin.

PeaceTech’s Programs
PeaceTech currently has two programs under its 
wing: Global Classroom and EPIC.

Global Classroom connects young students all 
over the Philippines with each other in a way 
that’s never been done before. While normal 

classes in social studies and values education 
are confined to the four walls of the classroom, 
schools that participate under PeaceTech’s 
program will have these classes conducted 
simultaneously with another batch from 
faraway—all through videoconferencing. 

These classes have dedicated rooms dubbed 
PeaceTech classrooms. Donated by the school, 
these are renovated beforehand with a wall-
mounted projector, projector screen, a computer, 
and fast internet.

“We have students from Manila and Cotabato 
under the program. For the entire school year, 
these students always converge to learn their 
classes together. The children are learning a 
little bit more and are engaged in their lessons 
more. The lessons become more reflective of the 
different viewpoints Filipinos have because they 
can directly talk with the people on the other side 
of the screen. This way, we’re able to make the 
current curriculum a more comprehensive one,” 
explained Robin.

The Department of Education actually has a pro-
bono agreement with PeaceTech encouraging the 
organization to go into as many schools as they 
can serve and pair classrooms for the entire school 
year.

Meanwhile, EPIC—shorthand for Empowerment 
for Peace through Information and 
Communication—is sort of like Global Classroom, 
but instead of students and classes, EPIC connects 
communities. Using the means outlined above, 
PeaceTech is able to help vulnerable people such 
as those who are out of school, affected by wars, 
or are in conflict areas such as Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, 
Basilan, and Maguindanao.

Robin explained, “In connecting them with the 
opposite party, they are able to talk amongst 
themselves on whether they really want to fight 
each other. So young people from rival groups or 
clans may realize that they’re not so different after 
all.  We’ve managed to connect people from MILF, 
MNLF, and Abu Sayyaf; NPA rebels with AFP soldiers; 
and widows on both sides. The interesting thing is 
that these people console and comfort each other 
through the pain.”

Asked on what his most memorable EPIC conference 
was, Robin answered “We once had Nassir Abas, one 
of those responsible for the Bali Bombings. He joined 
us for three mass video conferences. He was on 
parole and he physically came. He felt guilty for what 
he did, and he talked live on screen. He said ‘Don’t 
be an idiot like I was. I was so stupid. Never do what I 
did. It is not Muslim to do that. For the rest of my life, 
I’m prepared to die to correct my wrongs.’ That’s the 
power of technology, where you have these great 
influencers directly discouraging young people from 
being radicalized.” 

In both programs, PeaceTech sees great feedback 
from both sides of the video call, and they’ve 
even attracted the attention of national and 
international policy makers, including President 
Benigno Aquino III, Queen Rania Al Abdullah of 
Jordan, UNICEF, and the Canadian, Australian, 
and Indonesian government, just to name a few. 
If attracting those names and organizations isn’t 
an indication that what you’re doing is a game 
changer, then I don’t know what is.

How You Can Help
Of course, running these programs isn’t cheap. 
Without financial backing, PeaceTech can’t sustain 
staff on long term contracts and they can’t expand 
their portfolio of schools and communities 
covered by Global Classroom and EPIC. Moreover, 
the organization has a pretty hefty internet fee 
per month reaching above PHP 60,000 for all their 
projects. Add to that their equipment needs and 
you’re looking at running costs with tons and tons 
of zeroes.

To help PeaceTech, you can contact them at 
peacetechglobal@gmail.com. They’re most in 
need of projectos, audio equipment, webcams, 
computers, and peripherals, but they also accept 
other forms of help whether volunteers, exposure, 
personal connections, cash, or kind. You can visit 
their office at 5k, OPL Bldg., 100 C. Palanca St., 
Legaspi Village, Makati City for donation drop-offs 
and other inquiries.

It’s all for a very good cause.
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You 
may have recently 

heard of TESDA through 
the very catchy ad 

campaign of its department 
secretary, but this feature doesn’t 

have anything to do with the soon to be 
senator “TESDA man.” We turn the spotlight 

towards the government arm that’s pressed on 
catapulting Filipino citizens, from all walks of life, into the 

labor market at the earliest possible opportunity. The Technical 
Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) is a government 

agency which provides services that has helped the transformation of 
many lives through affordable or free skills education. 
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TESDA was established in response to the 
Republic Act No. 7796, otherwise known as the 
Technical Education and Skills Act of 1994. TESDA 
aims to mobilize individuals by developing their 
skills through an industry-based training program, 
serving as a head start in the path they intend to 
tread. It is a tad analogous to the purpose of the 
additional levels in K-12, which are to prepare 
students for the degree they are to take and, for 
some, a faster admission into the real world.

For those not geared for the academe, 
out-of-school youth, those who want to turn 
their life around, or someone who just wants to 
break away from the office setup and stack up 
on skills, TESDA is a beacon at the end of a dusky, 
treacherous cave. TESDA offers various vocational 
courses that’s just about the cost of a day’s worth 
of meals—less than a thousand—and can be 
completed in months’ time—three to six months, 
with less theory and other school stuff 
students dread. 

Courses offered
Choosing a course offered by TESDA is like 
entering an eat-all-you-can buffet restaurant: 
a variety of choices abound, but you’ll end up 
picking what appeals to your palate the most, 
and of course, what you can fit in your stomach. 
In the same way, you pick a course that interests 
you the most or something of which you had prior 
knowledge of. 

Courses vary from one industry to another, one 
interest to another. If you consider yourself a 
mechanical tinkerer, TESDA offers courses such 
as automotive servicing, machining, auto engine 
rebuilding, building wiring installation, computer 
hardware servicing, to more technical stuff. Tired 
of filing and filling out papers in the office? Busy 

your hands by learning how to hairdress, bartend, 
bake, garden, massage, and tailor. Want to learn a 
new language? TESDA has you covered. 

The skills training we’ve mentioned are merely 
just the beginning. We haven’t even mentioned 
the scope covered by the department’s online 
program. These go from courses in public relations 
to information technology, tourism, electronics, 
agriculture, automotive, heating, ventilation, 
trainers methodology, health, social, among 
others. Disclaimer, though there are obvious 
advantages—low cost, learning in the comfort of 
your home, at your own pace, and flexibility—this 
isn’t as comprehensive as learning the skill in 
person. Also, you wouldn’t get an accreditation, 
unless you have your learned-skill assessed in 
TESDA centers. 

What benefits can I get from 
certificate courses? 
In the real world, a diploma is what you need to 
get yourself a professional job—that is, given 
you qualify for this certain line of work. But the 
tide has turned. BPOs like call centers don’t even 
require people to have a degree to get a seat 
in their bustling headquarters. There’s a high 
demand for skilled workers here and abroad. All 
you need is to be equipped with the skill that gets 
the job done. 

This is what TESDA courses offer and it is pretty 
simple. You learn a specific skill and you land a 
high-paying job that requires that exact skill, 
preventing career mismatch. Compared to a 
four-year course, TESDA graduates could land a 
job after weeks to six months’ time of training, 
because that’s just the amount of time you need 
to master an ability. Surves also show that a 
whopping 60-percent of TESDA graduates get 

the job they were trained for. It might not be 
as prestigious as holding a degree, then again 
anything you worked hard for is brag-worthy. 

If, say, after finishing your technical vocation 
course you figure you actually want a degree, 
through the ladderized education program, the 
credits you earned can be carried forward to a 
related degree program. Nothing gets wasted. 

Enrolling in a TESDA course
Once you’ve decided on the training program 
you want to pursue, you can proceed to an 
accredited TESDA center, inquire about your 
program of choice, and schedule an exam. After 
passing the admission test, you will be asked 
to submit various requirements, and upon 
completion, you will be notified of the starting 
date of your program training. It’s that easy.

As for online courses, to register all you need 
is your internet-able device and you are good 
to go. Log on to http://www.e-tesda.gov.
ph/ and create an account. Once that is taken 
care of, you can then select the course you 
are interested in and click on the module you 
need to study, click yes once you are sure it’s 
the module you wish to enrol in, and begin 
studying immediately right after. 

TESDA also offers scholarship grants and 
student assistance programs for deserving 
students who need educational financial aid 
across all regions in the Philippines. Over the 
years, TESDA has produced a Filipino workforce 
with world-class competence, positive work 
values, and deep sense of nationalism. This 
new wave of workers are set to take on the 
labor market and impress with their inventory 
of skills.
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Review and Photos by Ren Alcantara

Honda RS 150
I much prefer being on two wheels than on four. The sensation of speed, responsiveness of a motorcycle 
throttle, and generally just how visceral the ride is makes me want to ride farther than I really have to. Honda 
was kind enough to lend us one of their latest bikes, the RS150, to feel my need for speed. Launched just this 
April, it’s a bike many people have been waiting for. Here’s what we learned.

MOBILITY
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What’s Hot:
- Great power to weight ratio
- Responsive
- Comfortable

What’s Not:
- A little scary at full tilt
- Brakes take some getting used to

BottomliNe:

if you just can’t get enough out of your 
current underbone, this might be the way 
to go.
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The Nissan Sylphy was first launched in the Philippines in 2014, as a replacement model for the iconic Sentra. 
We tested a media unit that had logged some 30,000+ kilometers to see how gracefully this sedan ages.

Reviewed by Maribelle Alba | Photos by Benedict Asal

Nissan Sylphy 1.8L CVT
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MOBILITY
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Baic M20
The competition in the automotive market gets fiercer as manufacturers 
continue to release vehicles that give the best features at price points
that users are able to afford. More than ever, it has become a battle of
value–for– money, and carmakers are pushing the boundaries of what they 
can offer at different price points. Baic, a reasonably new entrant in the local 
automotive scene, has released the M20, an MPV that they hope will prove to be 
a great value proposition for buyers looking for their next vehicle.

Review and Photos by Ren Alcantara What’s Hot:
- Infotainment/GPS head unit
- Roomy
- Aggressively priced

What’s Not:
- Interior is a little bare
- Feels shaky at higher speeds
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When someone says car, nine times out of ten, the image of a sedan will pop into your head, and for good 
reason. The sedan’s size, comfort, and performance are all things people appreciate. It’s a curious thing 
then, that Suzuki, one of the largest manufacturers of things on wheels, has just released their first sedan in 
the Ciaz. Will their expertise in the world of small cars translate into larger vehicles as well? We got to give 
it a spin to try and find out.

Suzuki Ciaz
Review and Photos by Ren Alcantara
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'ZOOMPH''ZOOMPH'
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THe CIAZTHe CIAZ
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Honda Cars Philippines, Inc. (HCPI) recently launched a completely redesigned Honda Civic, the 
10th generation of this iconic sedan. 

Inspired by the “revolutionary silhouette 
advanced neo sedan” exterior design concept, 
the more aggressive exterior is accentuated by 
its low and wide stance, sleek and swept-back 
bodylines, and sharply defined character lines. 
Full LED headlights and LED daytime running 
lights complement the bold front fascia, while 
distinctive C-shaped LED tail lamps strengthen 
the brand identity.

The top-of-the-line variant, the Civic RS Turbo 
gets sportier treatment with 17-inch alloy wheels, 
gloss black front grille, wing type trunk spoiler, 
chrome door handles, LED fog lights and the RS 
emblem.

Under the hood, a DOHC VTEC turbo Engine 
delivers maximum torque of 22 kg/m at 1,700--
5,500 rpm, and maximum power output of 173 
ps at 5,500 rpm. For the Civic 1.8 E variant, the 1.8 
liter engine produces maximum torque of 17.4 
kg/m at 4,300 rpm, and maximum power output 
of 141 ps at 6,500 rpm.

Both engines boast powerful driving 
performance with uncompromised fuel 
efficiency, and are mated to a continuously 
variable transmission (CVT). The Civic RS Turbo 
is also equipped with paddle shifters for sportier 
driving performance.

On the inside, the all-new Civic defines modern 
refinement, with a dynamic and wide cockpit 
design integrated with high class soft-touch 
materials. On the RS Turbo variant, the seats, 
steering wheel, and shift knob are in leather. 
The full-color instrument cluster includes a 
multi-information display that allows for quick 
browsing of vehicle speed, and other vehicle-
related information. This is easily operated 
through a soft swipe on its electrostatic steering 
wheel controls.

The all-new Civic is equipped with a new 7-inch 
advanced display audio system (RS Turbo has an 
incorporated navigation system) that provides 

advanced touch controls, entertainment features, 
and smartphone connectivity. The Smart Key 
includes functionalities like the remote engine 
start function that conveniently starts the vehicle 
engine and turns on the auto climate control 
system from the outside; and the walk-away auto 
lock feature that automatically bolts all doors 
when the Smart Key is about 2.5 meters away 
from the vehicle.

In terms of safety, the Civic delivers class leading 
performance.  The new ace body design, and its 
low and wide platform contribute better torsion 
rigidity and above class crash safety. Its full suite 
of safety features includes driver and passenger 
SRS airbags (with side and side curtain airbags 
for the RS Turbo), vehicle stability assist (VSA), 
hill start assist (HSA), anti-lock braking system 
(ABS), emergency stop signal (ESS), multi-view 
reverse camera with dynamic guidelines, seat belt 
reminder, isofix, and immobilizer.

Other new features in the all-new Civic are the 
electric parking brake (EPB), in place of the 
conventional pedal or handbrake lever. The 
auto break hold (ABH) incorporated in the EPB 
provides more convenience in different driving 
situations.

Since its first global debut in North America, the 
10th generation Civic has already received a total 
of fourteen awards from leading institutions, 
including the prestigious 2016 North American 
Car of the Year, and 2016 Canadian Car of the Year 
awards.

The Honda Civic 1.8 E retails for PHP 1,088,000, 
while the Civic RS Turbo is priced at PHP 
1,398,000. These are offered in cosmic blue 
metallic, midnight burgundy pearl, lunar silver 
metallic, white orchid pearl, rallye red (RS Turbo 
only), and modern steel metallic (1.8 E only). 

All Honda car dealerships nationwide are now 
accepting reservations for the all-new Civic, with 
customer delivery to commence by June 2016. 

Generation Honda Civic Launched
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Yamaha Motor Philippines, Inc. continues to go 
beyond its mandate of providing Filipinos quality 
motorcycles as it launched the new Sentrong 
Sanayang Teknikal ng Kabataan in Cavite last 
April 28. The training center aims to provide 
schooling and technical skills education to 
scholars and beneficiaries to help them become 
world class motorcycle professionals. 

The brand partnered with Social Ventures
Multi-Purpose Cooperative which was 
represented by chairman of the board Edgar 
Luis Sevilla and administrator Antonio Espineda. 
Also pitching in was Pangarap Foundation, Inc. 
through vice president Kevin Connolly. The 
opening ceremonies were also attended by
YMPH president Toru Osugi, corporate service 
director Alfredo Lejano, and HR and IT manager 
Marilou Galit.

Additionally, Yamaha donated equipment and 
tools that will be used in the facility, while the 
surrounding community received school bags, 
canned goods, and various apparel. 

Yamaha Motor Philippines, Inc. held the second 
leg of the seventh Yamaha Grand Prix in 
Malaybalay, Bukidnon last April 17, the second 
time the city has played host to Yamaha’s 
motorcycling competition. 

YMPH sales and marketing director Kaoru Ogura 
was in charge of formally opening the event, 
sharing his gratitude to the people who made 
the tourney possible. The YMPH Grand Prix is a 
grassroots racing program designed to find the 
best riders in the country and then train them as 
international competitors.

Yamaha Launches Sentrong Sanayang Teknikal 
ng Kabataan in Cavite

Yamaha Holds Malaybalay Grand Prix

The first batch of Sentrong Sanayang Teknikal ng Kabataan students.

(from left to right) Yamaha Malaybalay Grand Prix Vega Force i SS UB winners Vir John Namoc, Clint Sande, and Joel Buguis.

The categories and the winners of this leg are:
Vega Force i SS UB
•	 Champion: Clint Sande
•	 1st Runner Up: Joel Buguis
•	 2nd Runner Up: Vir John Namoc
150 Open UB
•	 Champion: Vingie Coloma
•	 1st Runner Up: Clifford Bacus
•	 2nd Runner Up: Garry Caneda
130 Open UB
•	 Champion: Durraine Dan Carlos
•	 1st Runner Up: Garry Caneda
•	 2nd Runner Up: Vingie Coloma
Mio 125 Mxi
•	 Champion: Amber Torres
•	 1st Runner Up: Bon Jovi Violan
•	 2nd Runner Up: Fortunato Carbajal
160 Open AT
•	 Champion: Durraine Dan Carlos
•	 1st Runner Up: Kris Carlo Samoga
•	 2nd Runner Up: Jaypee Obedencio
Fun Race UB
•	 Champion: Dingding Arthel
•	 1st Runner Up: Marc Mabayao
•	 2nd Runner Up: Taal Elfox
Fun Race AT
•	 Champion: Harvey Catalan
•	 1st Runner Up: Gene Sambling
•	 2nd Runner Up: Roel Abao

The third leg of the Yamaha Grand Prix will take 
place on June 19 at Kartzone Cebu.
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Aeolus Tires Co., Ltd, subsidiary of ChemChina 
—a leading tire manufacturer in the region, 
has just unveiled the AU04, which promises 
optimum grip on wet surfaces; long service life; 
good driving behavior; modern tread design; 
and, low rolling resistance.

The Aeolus SteeringAce2 AU04 is a rare 
breed.  It is an extreme performance tire that 
beautifully melds top quality and performance 
backed by state-of-the-art technology and 
research, with an affordable price.  Their tires 
cost nearly half the price of the world’s top tire 
brands, yet tests have repeatedly shown that 
they’re just as good when it comes to road or 
driving performance.

Key to the AU04’s impeccable performance is its 
design features.  It has been engineered with a 
technologically advanced silica compound, this 
nanotechnology improves handling, braking, 
and tread wear performance.  Four longitudinal 
grooves with two linked V-shape shoulder 
blocks provide excellent water evacuation to 
avoid aquaplaning.  A continuous, solid central 
rib transfers lateral forces to help provide 
excellent stability at highway speeds.  The 
radials also have a large shoulder block design 
that provides long mileage and improves 
steering stability.

After an impressive showing at the first leg of 
the Suzuki Asian Challenge (SAC), Team Suzuki 
Pilipinas is again out to prove doubters wrong as 

Aeolus unveils SteeringAce2

Team Suzuki Pilipinas Continues to Shine at SAC

they continue to improve their overall rankings. 
Held at the Chang International Circuit in Buriram, 
Thailand last May 6 to 8, 2016, leg two of this 

year’s SAC saw newcomer Eane Jay Sobretodo 
taking impressive strides towards being a 
consistent top ranker.

Though Sobretodo’s crash during the first practice 
race sent him reeling to the lowest ranks, he 
managed to make a strong comeback during the 
first formal heat. He was able to leapfrog to third 
place after co-Team Suzuki Pilipinas member 
April King Mascardo was slapped with a penalty 
for violating the blue line. Sobretodo also shone 
brightly during the second heat warm ups 
wherein he notched the first grid position.

With strong performances from the entire roster, 
Team Suzuki Pilipinas remains on track towards 
an overall podium finish. Visayas’ Mario Borbon, 
Jr. jumped from 11th overall to 8th; Sobretodo 
inched one rank higher to 5th; and Mindanao’s 
Mascardo sits confidently at 4th. With two legs 
of experience under their belt, the whole team 
is poised to gain more ground in the succeeding 
races.

The third leg of the Suzuki Asian Challenge will 
take place on June 3 to 5 at the Suzuka Circuit 
in Japan. You can follow the country’s finest 
grassroots racers through www.suzuki.com.ph, 
www.suzuki-racing.com, and www.facebook.
com/suzukibikersfed.

Borbon during the qualifying race.

Beyond this, Aeolus understands that safety is 
always critical.  This is why the company has a 
strong focus on research and technology to create 
the best tires for its customers, and the world.
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The Honda Safety Driving Center (HSDC) has 
formally announced its latest addition to their 
current lineup of instructional riding classes, the 
One Day Training Course. The course was brought 
about by the need of customers to have easy, 
flexible, efficient, and—most importantly—proper 
motorcycle training without sacrificing too much 
time.

Honda Philippines, Inc. hopes that the One Day 
Training Course can help people prevent road 
accidents by teaching riders the right mind set, 
skills, and proper riding techniques. Facilitating 
the classes will be Honda’s Safety Driving 
Instructors who underwent extensive training 
from the mentors at the Singapore Bukit Batok 
Driving Center.

During the launch of the One Day Training 
Course, Honda also held the Media Safety Riding 
Challenge wherein motoring journalists got to 
experience the power and performance of the 
Honda Gen S scooter nameplates on the HSDC 
track.

To know more about the new offering, guests 
can inquire directly at the HSDC or contact them 
through phone at (02) 581-6714, mobile at 0917-
562-5984, and e-mail at
customerservice_hsdc@hondaph.com.

Michelin Philippines is reiterating its road safety 
commitment as it continues its Fill Up With Air 
(FUWA) campaign which started at S&R Nuvali last 
April 15 to 16. 

More FUWA campaigns are set to be held 
nationwide in select branches of S&R Membership 
Tire Centers. Fill Up With Air activities will be 
held in Mandaluyong, Cebu, Cagayan de Oro, 
Pampanga, and Davao from May to July 2016.

The Fill Up With Air Campaign is Michelin’s free 
offer to consumers to promote road safety and 
mobility. Motorists are encouraged to avail of 
free tire safety checks in strategic places wherein 
Michelin tire experts are on hand to provide 
advice and guidelines on proper tire pressure and 
maintenance—the essentials of road safety and 
fuel efficiency. Motorists who avail of the FUWA 
service get their vehicles inspected and their tires 
inflated to the correct air pressure, all in just eight 
minutes.

Fill Up with Air is a Michelin global initiative to 
increase public consciousness for road and public 
safety. For more information on Fill Up with Air 
and more road safety guidelines, visit
www.michelin.com.ph.

Honda Safety Driving Center Launches 
One Day Training Course

Michelin Launches Fill Up With Air Campaign

Participants of Honda's One Day Training Course
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SNAPSHOTS

Which Camera 
Should You Get?

f /2.8

f /4

f /5.6

f /8

f /11

f /16

f /22

Depth of Field

aperture

Words by Chris Noel Hidalgo

It’s about six months before Christmas, just enough time for you to save up on—or inception your parents with the idea 
of buying you—a shiny new shooter. There are tons of options out in the market though, and if you weren’t born with a 
silver spoon in your mouth, buying the right type is critical towards having an enjoyable photographic experience. We 
simplify the different camera choices below so you can walk into a store and get the most bang for your buck.

DSLR
The stereotypical photography tool with its 
sophisticated black build, myriad of buttons, and 
long lenses.

Flexible in use thanks to manual mode, giving 
them the oomph they need in different 
situations.

Lenses, battery packs, and hot shoe add-ons 
further expand their capabilities. Better yet, 
adapters are present so you can mix and match 
brands to your liking.

The downside? The whole thing is bulky and a 
bit inconvenient to just whip out and go.  Going 
deeper into the ecosystem is also a pricey affair. 
Entry-level ones sell for below PHP 20,000 while 
bleeding edge models reach the PHP 500,000 mark.

DSLR

POINT &

SHOOT
ACTION

CAMERA

MIRROR

LESS

POINT AND SHOOT
This old type of camera may have been 
overtaken by smartphone-ography in the 
last few years, but recent technological 
developments should see this segment making 
a comeback.

We reviewed a couple of point and shoots in 
the GadgetsLab in the past months and it’s 
hard to distinguish shots between a DSLR, 
mirrorless, and point and shoot of the same 
price range. 

Accessories and aftermarket parts are virtually 
non-existent.

Pocketable and, as the name implies, entails 
pointing at your subject and pressing the 
shutter button.

You can find ones for as low as PHP 3,000, with 
image quality and functionality both getting 
huge boosts the more money you shell out.

ACTION CAMERA
The most rugged of the cameras listed here, 
action cameras are built with the adventurous 
in mind.

Camera quality varies between price tiers, but 
those at the middle of the spectrum boast 
great video outputs at frame rates up to 60 fps.

Their small bodies can withstand a lot of 
things, including drops, dives, and dirt.

Comes with plenty of accessories such as 
mounts, poles, floaters, and what have you 
either out of the box or aftermarket, official or 
non-official, and store-grade or homemade.

 Most accessories are cross-compatible with 
products from other brands.

Available for as low as PHP 3,000 all the way up 
to PHP 30,000 for brand-name ones.

MIRRORLESS
Mirrorless units are able to produce high-quality 
photos that rival those from DSLRs, all in a form 
factor that’s lighter and much more manageable.

Like the DSLR, various add-ons can be purchased to 
supplement the mirrorless experience.
However, due to the relative newness of these 
kinds of cameras, options are not as robust. 
Accessory agnosticism is also not as widespread.

On the plus side, they’re generally easier to deploy 
and they usually boast the latest technologies 
that allow them to perform well across all aspects, 
including autofocus speed, low-light shooting, 
image stabilization, and video capture.

The technological innovations crammed in a small 
body entails DSLR-esque price tags.
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EVENTS

EPSON FUSION 
Words by Ren Alcantara | Photos by Epson Team

Just last month, Epson Philippines took members 
of the press to sunny Siargao for their yearly Fusion 
event. Fusion, which serves as a chance for Epson 
to thank the press for their support, is also a venue 
for the brand to show off the latest innovations 
they have for consumers. This year, they decided to 
show off the side of Epson that is less commonly 
seen, with products that are at the cutting edge of 
innovation.
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At the top of the list of innovations was Epson’s 
WorkForce Pro WF R8591. This enterprise-level 
printer not only brings the same print quality 
we have come to expect from the brand, it’s also 
the first printer to utilize high-capacity ink packs 
that can produce a much higher volume of prints 
compared to ink or toner cartridges, and ink tanks. 
With a full set of ink packs, the WF-R8591 can print 
up to 75,000 pages before the need to have any of 
them replaced.

Next, they showcased the Epson Labelworks 
LW-Z9000FK. This award-winning industrial label 
maker is head and shoulders above the rest of 
the printers available in the market. As the first 
in the industry, the LW-Z900FK gives its users the 
convenience of creating variable lengths of labels 
through its mix-length printing option. More 
than its functions, the LW-Z900FK is also made 
of scratch-durable elastomer material, making 
it drop-impact resistant and able to withstand 
varying industrial environments. It is also able 
to print various types of labels to suit user 
requirements, from plain, to magnetized, and of 
varying sizes.

Also featured was the Epson P80 POS, a small, 
portable receipt printer that allows the user to 
print from practically any tablet or phone. Light 
and versatile, and perfect for retail and food 
businesses, the Epson P80 POS printer has several 
features for printing receipts on-the-go. The P80 
is the best in its class with speeds up to 100 mm/
second, unparalleled battery life and connectivity 
options suited to meet the requirements of iOS, 
Android, and Windows printing applications.

More than just printers, Epson also showed off 
some of the cutting-edge devices that consumers 
might not be aware of. Their Moverio Pro 
BT-2000 Smart Glasses are just one such example 
of this technology. The device, which allows 
professionals to experience the benefits of 
Augmented Reality, gives information when you 
need it most. Intended for industrial applications, 
the Moverio Pro BT-2000 is able to overlay 3D 
content on top of the real world environment, 
making it the perfect device for augmented reality 
applications.  The BT-2000 also helps to increase 
productivity by providing onsite and remote 
support, and has the potential to revolutionize 
visual communications for many industries 
including, but not limited to, warehousing/
logistics, repair and maintenance, automotive, 
manufacturing, and construction.

The Fusion event is also a venue for the company 
to show their gratitude to the press by taking 
them out to new, exciting locations all over the 
country. This year, the press got to experience 
splendor of Siargao, and  the wonderful Siargao 
Bleu Resort and Spa. Siargao, which is one of the 
most beautiful, pristine islands in the country, is 
well-known as a surfing destination, thanks to 
the break at Cloud 9, which lures surfers from 
all over the world. Described as an island that 
wrote the book on being laid-back, it is home 
to environmental and cultural gems, including 
vast mangrove forests, intricate rock formations, 
and kind, accommodating locals. Proclaimed a 
Protected Landscape and Seascape Area in 1992, 
Siargao is also home to a number of precious 
plants and animals, such as the Pawikan, and 

Philippine saltwater crocodile. Epson’s Fusion 7 
event made sure the media got to experience 
as much of the island as possible. This year, true 
to the Fusion tradition, Epson took everyone on 
an adventure race that tested their skill, physical 
ability, and mental acuity. With stations set up at 
various points throughout Siargao, teams had to 
take various forms of local transport including 
boats, kayaks, and the three-person habal-habal 
to get to their destinations. 

At each checkpoint, they were faced with 
challenges as simple as bowling with coconuts, 
to heading to market, and making lunch with a 
charcoal grill. Each challenge revealed more of the 
island, showed off Epson’s remarkable products, 
and made sure that the teams were brought 
closer, in an environment that was just a little 
different from the usual press event. In the end, 
the Yellow team took home first place, absolutely 
destroying the competition with their tact, skill, 
and dogged perseverance. Himself a member 
of one of the participating teams, president 
and country manager of Epson Philippines, and 
concurrently the managing director of Epson 
Southeast Asia regional office, Epson Singapore 
Pte. Ltd., Toshimistu Tanaka had only kind words 
to say about the event, the people, and the 
support Epson receives from its media friends.
 
There is a reason Fusion is one of the most-
anticipated events in the calendar, and this year 
was no exception. The products, places, and most 
of all, the people, make sure all of Epson’s friends 
from the media look forward to it year after year.
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Regional Product Manager for Business Inkjet from Epson Singapore, Ben Wong 
presents the Epson printer and copier using RIPS Technology Epson Moverio demonstration

Welcome Remarks of Epson Ph Senior General Manager Ed Bonoan
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FOOD

Chef Heny relies on 
Petron Gasul 
in her kitchen

Cooking is both an art and a science. If you don’t 
use the right tools, neglect an element, or go over 
the right measure, things can go haywire or, in the 
culinary side of things, the outcome is a bad dish. 
The cooking process is tedious but chefs have an 
ally in the right kitchen tools. 

Chef Heny shared: “I strive for perfection every 
time I bake or cook. I also make sure that 
everything is in order before I start my classes. 
Bago ako magsimula, kailangan yung aking 
ingredients kumpleto (before I begin, all my 
ingredients need to be in place).  The utensils 
should be ready and complete, the equipment in 
good working condition. And then, of course, the 
LPG has to be gold quality standard, Petron Gasul.”

We think we know our LPG tanks but in reality 
we know little. Choosing the right LPG tank is 
important. Some may present a cheap price 
tag but quality and security get botched in the 
process. This affects business, a waste of time and 
resource, and may also hamper the user’s safety. 

Growing up with the sight of Petron Gasul in the 
kitchen, Chef Heny stressed that Petron Gasul is 
safe to use, filled to the brim, and offers value for 
money. “It’s been here for the longest time. Over 

Heny Sison, a prime cake decorator and pastry chef, would have been 
a successful doctor or banker by now if she had chosen the paths 
her parents laid out for her. But her passion for culinary arts tickled 
her curiosity and she found herself seated in a cake decorating class 
thinking that this was what she wanted to do. Conquering a few bumps 
along the way, she furthered her knowledge in culinary arts by enrolling 
in cooking schools here and abroad. What started as a hobby became 
more than Chef Heny could have ever imagined. She now has a 26-year 
old culinary school where aspiring patissiers and chefs can hone their 
craft. Chef Heny also owns a bakeshop called Heny Sison Desserterie 
located inside a fine dining restaurant, which she
also manages. 

50 years of tested and good service,
plus it’s the number one LPG in the country,” 
she added. 

Apart from the quality and true blue flame 
Petron Gasul offers, it also leads in customer 
service with courteous delivery personnel,
free installation and an additional benefit of 
PHP 10 discount on 11 KG refill for 
Petron Value Cardholders.

Chef Heny leaves nothing to chance, 
and the white Petron Gasul seal 
with the laser printed number is 
her assurance that she is getting the 
gold standard kitchen LPG with clean-burning 
true-blue flame, the right quantity, and cylinders 
that meet stringent safety standards. A “segurista,” 
Chef Heny is a “Petron Gasulista!” 

To order your Petron Gasul, simply dial the 
Metro Manila delivery number 737-8000. And for 
kitchen tips and recipes, “Like” facebook.com/
PetronGasulPH.

The Heny Sison Culinary School caters to a wide 
range of culinary students, many of whom are 
either established or budding entrepreneurs in 

Chef Heny relies on 
Petron Gasul 
in her kitchen

the food business, are in the process of changing 
careers from the corporate world, and food 
enthusiasts—housewives, house help and foodies. 
Being a boutique school, the method of teaching 
is more focused and intimate, so students learn 
more and get more value for their money. The 
school takes pride in the fact that many of the 
students from its Lifestyle and Essential classes are 
now successful food business entrepreneurs as 
well as hotel and restaurant chefs both here and 
abroad. It is located at 33 Bonnie Serrano Avenue 
Cor. Sunrise Drive, Crame, Quezon City Philippines. 
Website: www.henysison.com.
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The OTOP Tindahang Pinoy stores have been 
refurbished with signages featuring the new 
OTOP logo, which contains three arches to 
symbolize the following: first, OTOP’s focus on 
the main product or industry of a particular town 
or region—thus, One Town, One Product (OTOP). 
Second, OTOP’s goal of bringing these products to 
the buying public here and overseas. Third, OTOP 
as a brand of excellence and quality in products 
created by the Filipino.

Butuan’s OTOP Tindahang Pinoy stores are 
distinguished by the fact that out of five OTOP 
Pasalubong Stores evaluated in 2014, only 
the Butuan outlets were deemed worthy of 
accreditation. For the past year, the group of 
member-entrepreneurs of CReATE Food Inc. have 
been working closely with DTI-BDTP, DTI-Caraga, 
and other concerned government agencies to 
address areas such as a new store design concept, 

The DTI-Bureau of Domestic Trade Promotion recently launched its OTOP Tindahang Pinoy program with the 
inauguration of two model stores in Butuan City. These are operated by CReATE Food Inc. (Caraga Regional 
Association of Traders & Entrepreneurs in Food, Inc), a SEC-registered association of SME food manufacturers in the 
region. The stores sell local delicacies, specialty foods, and a variety of goods made in Butuan and other towns in 
the Caraga region.

OTOP Tindahang Pinoy 
The best food products in the regions

merchandising and store promotions, in-store 
POS systems, Food and Drug Administration 
certification of manufacturers and products, and a 
store operations manual.

The first store is located at the ground floor of 
Gaisano Mall Butuan and sells food products 
exclusively. The second store is at the second floor 
of Robinsons Place Butuan, and carries both
food and non-food wares. Combined annual 
revenues for both OTOP outlets reached over
PHP 13.5-million in 2015, indicating strong market 
support and excellent growth prospects.

Together with the launching of the OTOP 
Tindahang Pinoy stores, the DTI regional office 
also organized the Buy Caraga, By Caraga: OTOP 
Products Showcase. The exhibit, themed “Caraga 
Does It Best” ran from May 11 to May 13, at the 
atrium of Robinsons Place Butuan.
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GREEN

Stellar Equipment and Machinery, Inc., an affiliate 
of the Primer Group of Companies, is just one of 
the many companies that are pioneering efficient 
and eco-friendly HVAC systems. Its flagship 
York Air Conditioning Systems not only cater to 
buildings, offices, and various establishments all 
over the archipelago. They also boast a top-notch 
refrigerant that allows them to stand toe to toe 
against products from other brands.

Stellar vice president and general manager 
Michael Dauden, is understandably proud of 
his company’s wares, saying “Our machines 
come with one of the highest efficiency ratings 
available in the market, making it the preferred 
brand for large enterprises. Since most of these 
companies are very much in need of energy 
efficient products, we are glad to be the go-to 
company that can deliver that to them.”

Stellar follows the Montreal Protocol which limits 
the use of ozone-wrecking refrigerants such as 
CFCs and HCFCs. Additionally, they also comply 
with the regulations outlined by the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources which 

Eco-Friendly HVAC 
Solutions Courtesy of 
Primer Group

Heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC) units, while making the temperature inside buildings 
more palatable, contribute a great deal towards making the whole Earth a hotter, less habitable planet. 
Luckily, industries are constantly innovating. More sustainable alternatives are always making their way 
into residential and commercial establishments.

prohibit the importation of R22 refrigerants and 
R123 refrigerants by the years 2020 and 2025, 
respectively. “Our York Air Conditioning products 
no longer use these types of refrigerants and 
are in fact one of the first to make the shift to 
ozone-friendlier R410-A and R134-A refrigerants,” 
Dauden added.

To further cement its commitment to the 
environment, Stellar is supporting the Philippine 
Chiller Energy Efficiency Project (PCEEP).  It assists 
end-users in adopting energy-efficient cooling 
technologies by giving them 15 percent subsidy 
on new, eco-friendly systems such as York HVAC 
units. 

Though York already has a strong presence in the 
National Capital Region, the brand is looking to 
go into the provinces where growth is forecasted 
to continue over the next few years. “It is a 
developer-led phenomenon. We will go where 
these businesses need us to be,” Dauden said.

 “Our biggest customers belong to the 
commercial and industrial sector, most of which 

have global counterparts expecting the same 
standard of quality and efficiency that they
enjoy in their other locations worldwide.”

York is banking on its low total cost of 
ownership for its expansion efforts. Given the 
high power rates in the country, businesses 
looking to maximize profits should look to 
purchase comprehensive systems that don’t sip 
much power from the wall. 

He concluded, “Our commitment to preserving 
the environment goes beyond our products
and is also imbedded in the way we do things.  
We make sure that we introduce green
products and services which deliver the highest 
energy efficiency and minimal, if not zero, 
negative impact on the environment.  This is 
consistent with the other brands and companies 
under the Primer Group because we believe
that as a responsible corporate citizen, it is
our duty and our mission to make the world
a better and safer place for the generations
to come.”
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Milestones Milestones 
Words by Chris Noel Hidalgo

Milestones 
The Earth’s getting hotter and everyone is scrambling to help 
mitigate climate change and global warming. There’s been a lot of 
developments in the eco-friendly side of the tech industry over the 
last few years and below is a quick rundown of the things we, the 
citizens of the world, should be keeping our eyes on.

More energy efficient AppliAnces
The statistics are all out there—air conditioners, 
refrigerators, electric stoves, computers, and 
incandescent light bulbs are some of the most 
power-hungry appliances in your home. The first 
two alone take up more than half of an average 
household’s electricity bill. 

Luckily for us consumers, appliances are getting 
more wallet-friendly by the minute. Not only 
are they getting more affordable, they are also 
coming in with smart technologies that make 
them more eco-friendly. Refrigerators and air 
conditioners now come with better compressors 
and cooling technologies that enable them to 
stay chilly with less stress on the electric meter; 
televisions boast improved panel technologies 
that drain fewer kilowatts; stoves heat up more 
quickly and cook your food more efficiently; and 
light bulbs could be left on all day with almost no 
impact on your final bill.

All the other appliances such as washing 
machines, vacuum cleaners, and entertainment 
systems have improved to the point where the 
cost of investment is quickly recuperated by 
the savings in electricity. Not to mention the 
convenience of having an advanced,
feature-filled product. 

cleAner cArs
The race for cleaner and more energy efficient 
cars has been going on for quite some time now. 
Every new iteration of a nameplate brings with 
it an engine that’s optimized to guzzle less fuel 
while putting more asphalt behind it. Additionally, 
revamps in the powertrain, refinements in 
materials used, and better aerodynamics also help 
these vehicles travel further compared to
last–generation models.

But the most exciting development for 
environment-conscious car lovers would be 
hybrid and electric vehicle technologies.  Hybrids 
are much more common, with almost all well-
known car manufacturers having a model or two 
that runs on both batteries and petrol. Purely 
electric cars, on the other hand, are currently more 
concept than consumer-ready products due to 
their measly drive range. Hopefully, developments 
arrive exponentially rather than linearly so these 
clean vehicles become the norm sooner.

in Clean Energy

renewAble energy investMents
Though we’ve been dependent—some would 
say too dependent—on oil and coal-fired power 
since the Industrial Revolution started, we’ve 
made huge strides towards powering our homes, 
businesses, and industries with clean energy. 
According to the United Nations, investments 
made in solar, wind, and geothermal energy are 
now double that of conventional power sources 
at USD 286 billion versus USD 130 billion. A 
significant chunk of this pie went into early-stage 
technology and research and development which 
should see the trend continue over the next
few years.

Who knows? Maybe one day, the government 
would be the one paying us to use electricity 
derived from eco-friendly sources, as was the case 
last month when Germany produced so much 
renewable energy that prices went negative.
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VISUAL SPACE

Power Mac Center Pixelworx 

Power Mac Center’s Cinemansanas is a campaign calling for aspiring and established artists who have a 
vision in storytelling through film in the digital age.

The second installment of Pixelworx, Cinemansanas dared artists and film enthusiasts to defy
convention and create a short film with the theme “Designing for a Bold New World” using Apple devices. 

Through the competition, Power Mac Center was able to showcase the talent and resourcefulness of Filipino 
visual storytellers who took on the challenge of filmmaking using only Apple devices.

Words by Mia Carisse Barrientos

After a series of workshops and live demo 
sessions meant to train shortlisted participants 
of its digital short competition, Power Mac 
Center rounded up Pixelworx Cinemansanas 
through a special screening and awards 
ceremony held at the Power Mac Center 
Spotlight in Circuit Makati.

From an overwhelming pool of submitted 
masterpieces, 12 participants—six from the 
student category and another six for the 
professional category—stood out and were 
called to compete in the digital short challenge.

The event was attended by prominent figures 
in the film industry, who are also Pixelworx 
brand ambassadors, and served as judges for 
the competition. Independent filmmakers 
Mario Cornejo and Monster Jimenez, seasoned 
director Yam Laranas, and multi-awarded 
author and screenwriter Ricky Lee spearheaded 
a series of workshops in film production, 
cinematography, direction, editing, and 
scriptwriting to assist contenders in creating 
their ingenious iOS device-shot stories.

To further supplement participants’ knowledge in 
film editing, they were given tutorials on iMovie, 
GarageBand, and Final Cut Pro X by highly-skilled 
individuals.

Entries were rated based on creativity of 
presentation (50 percent) and the quality of 
technical elements (50 percent). Runners up for 
the student category are Joel Griffiths’ Talon (Gold) 
and Jaime Marie Joaquin Asido Morados’ The Boy 
Who Spoke (Platinum), that respectively brought 
home PHP 10,000 and PHP 20,000 worth of Power 
Mac Center gift cards. Seliada Asilo claimed the 
Diamond award (PHP 30,000 worth of Power Mac 
GCs) category with her entry Flared, an original 
story about a blind boy who paints the world 
colorful through his borderless imagination.

For the professional category, Jessie Villabrille 
won Gold award (PHP 20,000) with Ang Payo ni 
Tita Whitney while James Edward Golla took home 
the Platinum award (PHP 30,000) for Seven. Dylan 
Ray Talon won the Diamond award (PHP 50,000 
worth of Power Mac Center GCs) with his entry, 
Biyahe sa Buhay ng mga Batang Bagot, which is a 

fresh and inventive visual telling of a documented 
trip paired with spontaneous audio that triggers 
nostalgia.

Power Mac Center opened online voting for the 
Pixelworx People’s Choice Award. All entries that 
made it to the finals were uploaded in Power Mac 
Center’s YouTube channel. The entry that garnered 
the most number of likes is The Boy Who Spoke by 
Jaime Mari Joaquin Aside Morados. He won 
PHP 10,000 worth of Power Mac Center gift cards.

After the awarding ceremony, attendees also 
got the chance to witness the special premier of 
Mother, a short film shot entirely using an iPhone 
4S. Mother is a thrilling and mystery-filled digital 
short directed by Edber Mamisao and produced 
by Pixelworx ambassador, Monster Jimenez. It 
stars the beautiful Max Collins. 

Power Mac Center’s Pixelworx is a yearly campaign 
that merges ideas, technology, and art through 
various platforms and events. To know more, log 
on to www.powermaccenter.com or visit 
www.facebook.com/PowerMacCenter.

The Boy Who Spoke Flared
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Biyahe sa Buhay ng mga Batang Bagot
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Professional category winner ( Diamond Award) Dylan Ray Talong.Pixel ambassador Monster Jimenez and Mario Cornejo with 
Power Mac Center marketing manager AG Constantino.

(top row R-L) Power Mac Center Pixelworx Cinemansanas professional category winners Jessie Villabrille (Gold Award), Edward Golla (Platinum Award), 
and Dylan Ray Talon (Diamond Award) with Pixelworx ambassadors Monster Jimenez, Mario Cornejo, Ricky Lee, and Yam Laranas.
(bottom row R-L) Power Mac Center marketing manager AG Constantino, Pixelworx Cinemansanas Student category winners Jaime Mari Morados 
(Platinum Award), John Raymond Ilagan and Seliada Asilo (Diamond Award), and Caitlin Casenas and Dion Floreza for Joel Griffiths (Gold Award) with 
Power Mac Center marketing director Joey Alvarez. Pixelworx ambassador Ricky Lee.
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BULLETPOINTS

Gun 101: Caliber
Words by Ren Alcantara

This month on Bullet Points, we’ve decided to take a slightly different approach, and introduce a 
(hopefully) regular segment called Gun 101. Here, we’ll be discussing some concepts, terms, and 

things every shooter should know. Whether you’re new to the wonderful world of shooting, or the kind 
of person who finds spent shells in your pockets, we could all stand to keep learning.

In the first installment of Gun 101, we’re going to talk about something even a one-time 
range-goer will have heard: caliber.

image from pexels.com
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“Caliber” is used to describe the approximate 
internal diameter of a firearm’s barrel, or the 
diameter of the bullet that the firearm is designed 
to expel out the business end of that barrel. It is 
also loosely used to describe particular cartridges, 
though that’s technically incorrect usage, unless 
you’re broadly talking about all the cartridges of a 
particular caliber (you’ll get the problem here later). 
The measurement is usually given in hundredths 
of an inch, such as in “.45 ACP,” where the round is 
45 caliber. Do take note of the period when writing 
a cartridge name. When speaking the caliber of a 
cartridge or weapon, the period is omitted, so you 
talk of 50 caliber rifles and 45 caliber pistols. 

To further complicate the issue, since a barrel 
down which a particular caliber projectile travels 
has lands and grooves, there are different ways 
manufacturers measure caliber. Broadly, cartridges 
from Europe measure caliber across the lands, and 
US manufacturers measure across the grooves. 
You may also encounter “caliber” as being used to 
describe guns on a warship, in which case, it’s a 
different animal altogether, so we’re going to leave 
that out for now.

Back in the day when muzzle-loading “primitive” 
firearms were used, weapons whose bores (the 
diameter of the barrel) were huge by today’s 
standards were all the rage. They tended to fire 
shot, or large lead bullets of at least 50 caliber. 
Some of them bordered on bore diameters that 
approach what we would now stop calling guns, 
and start calling canons, thereby switching from 
the “caliber” naming convention to measuring in 
millimeters. These were hardly the most efficient 
shape in cutting through the air, as the large frontal 
area of a round projectile adversely affected its 
ability to efficiently travel through the air—a factor 
called ballistic coefficient. Manufacturers eventually 
found that an ogive projectile cut through the air 
well, giving us what we now know as the modern 
bullet, though the measurement in caliber was 
retained.

As you may already be thinking, caliber isn’t the 
only measure of bullet diameter. Rounds such as 
the 9mm Parabellum, also known as the 9x19, 
or 9mm Luger, have projectiles measured in 
millimeter. Here’s where it gets confusing.

Different cartridges actually fire bullets of the same 
caliber as other cartridges. Sometimes. 

For example, the powerful 10mm Auto cartridge 
fires a 40 caliber bullet—the same diameter as the 
.40 S&W. The .22LR and 5.56x54 NATO round also 
both fire a projectile that’s .223 inch in diameter, 
just like the .223 Remington. To complicate things 
further, two cartridges that on the outset have 
the same name, such as the .357 Magnum, and 
.357 Sig, actually have different sized projectiles: a 
.357-inch for the Magnum and a 355-inch one for 
the Sig, and. You can, however, fire a 38 caliber, .38 
Special cartridge from a firearm that is made for a 

.357 Magnum, since the .38 Special cartridge fires a 
round that is .357 in in diameter. Then there’s 9x18 
Makarov, and .380 ACP, both of which fire the same 
bullet as the 9x19 we mentioned earlier, which , by 
the way, is—wait for it—.355 inch.

Does your head hurt yet?

Hundreds of years of firearms development 
have created a practically innumerable spread of 
cartridges available, each with its own diameter 
bullet. While it’s handy to know what caliber a 
firearm is, there’s a lot more to it than that. Bullet 
lengths, case lengths, shapes, internal volumes—
these are all important to know in order to 
understand a weapon and a cartridge. To really 
get specific, it’s far better to mention the particular 
cartridge a weapon uses, although colloquial 
usage of the term “caliber” does that anyway.  Still, 
it’s always important to know what you’re talking 
about in the first place.

image from wikimedia.com
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GAMING

What makes a good action role-playing game (RPG)? Every developer tries to find something that will stick with 
the fans. The action RPG has always been popular since the likes of The Legend of Zelda came out 30 years ago, 

but it began to gain a revival in popularity at the beginning of the 2010s thanks to advances in technology and the 
willingness of developers to test (and break) the limits of said technology. The latest installation of the Dark Souls 

series, Dark Souls 3, is an attempt to bring back the good old days of extremely difficult action RPGs, which some of 
our older readers may have spent hours upon hours trying to beat in the 1990s.

Words by Jose Alvarez
Developer(s): FromSoftware

Publisher(s): Bandai Namco Entertainment, FromSoftware
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One

Dark Souls 3 is set in the Kingdom of Lothric. A 
bell has rung to signal that the First Flame, which 
prolongs the Age of Fire, is dying out. The Age 
of Fire is a period where one rises from a bonfire 
upon their death, causing one to live a long, 
unnatural life. However, this is seen as a curse by 
some who cannot rest. The impending Age of 
Darkness is about to start, and only by linking the 
fires can the Age of Darkness be prevented.

The game revolves around completing quests 
as one of several “Unkindled,” or an undead hero 
wandering the land of Lothric. The only hope to 
keep the Age of Fire going is to kill the heroes 
who have linked the fire in the past. Like any 
RPG, there are several stats one must consider 
when playing the game: Vigor, which governs 
HP and governs resistance to Frost; Attunement, 
which governs Focus Points (FP), another stat that 
allows you to use Weapon Arts and spells, as well 
as determines the number of attunement slots; 
Endurance, which governs stamina, lightning 
defense, and bleeding resistance; Vitality, which 

governs physical defense (but can be affected 
by other attributes), maximum equipment load, 
and poison resistance; Strength, which governs 
the ability to wield powerful and heavy weapons, 
fire defense, and attack strength; Dexterity, which 
governs advanced weapons, attack strength, 
casting time, and falling damage; Intelligence, 
which governs sorcery, pyromancy, spell potency, 
and magic defense; Faith, which governs miracles, 
pyromancy, spell potency, and defense against 
dark spells; and Luck, which governs item 
discovery and allows your bleeds and poisons 
to have greater effect. Each stat has a soft cap 
(which means diminishing returns after a certain 
point), but one can adjust their play style for brute 
strength, speed, casting, and the ability to survive.

You can choose from ten classes, each with their 
respective strengths: knight, mercenary, warrior, 
herald, thief, assassin, sorcerer, pyromancer, cleric, 
or deprived. Each class has different starting stats 
and you can modify them to your play style. You 
can choose a starting item called a gift, which 

is also consumable. They either cause damage, 
restore HP, restore FP, infuse weapons to have 
certain stats, increase Item Discovery, or even for 
stealth capabilities when the enemies are too 
strong or too fast. 

Like many action RPGs, you can equip items 
that enhance your fighting capabilities. There 
are weapons, shields, spell tools, armor, and 
rings, each boosting certain statistics. You can 
also reinforce these weapons, infuse them to 
use a certain element, and even use the souls of 
enemies to create certain weapons.

If you want to play with friends, there is a 
multiplayer mode, and the mode has items 
exclusive to that mode. You can fight off invasions 
with up to four friends including yourself (six if 
you use a special item) as well as invade other 
worlds to fight against other groups of people. 

You can join one of eight covenants, each with 
different joining conditions: the Warriors of 
Sunlight, the Way of Blue, the Blue Sentinels, the 
Blades of the Darkmoon, Rosaria’s Fingers, Mound-
Makers, Watchdogs of Farron, and the Aldrich 
Faithful. You can switch allegiances on the fly and 
customize your playstyle.

Dark Souls 3 follows in the vein of the series for 
increasingly difficult gameplay that brings us back 
to the days of 8-bit and 16-bit gaming, where 
enemies were difficult to defeat. If you enjoy a 
challenge (and want to bring friends with you), 
consider picking up Dark Souls 3 and staying a 
while.
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“Dark Souls 3 follows in 
the vein of the series 
for increasingly difficult 
gameplay that brings us 
back to the days of 8-bit and 
16-bit gaming, where enemies 
were difficult to defeat.” 
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EXECUTIVE PROFILE

Multimedia Displays Regional Sales Director
KAN YEUNG

In a world where content is king, 
consumers need reputable screens 
and displays they could enjoy their 
multimedia on. But not just any display, 
mind you; rather, those that are at the 
forefront of color reproduction, form factor 
trends, panel technology, and durability, 
all the while being backed by reliable 
aftersales support. Worldwide display 
market leader Multimedia Displays 
(MMD) promises all of the above with 
their products and as our interview with 
regional sales director Kan Yeung proves, 
they’re just getting started.

Interviewed by Chris Noel Hidalgo

Though his name might sound new to most 
people, Kan has actually worked in the technology 
scene for most of his career. His very impressive 
résumé includes an IT stint wherein he built special 
customized PCs for clients such as NASA. He also 
tackled distribution of products like hard drives, 
CPUs, and other server-grade wares in Hong Kong.

He joined TPV—MMD’s parent company—in 2009. 
Though TPV also makes OEM and ODM products 
for other brands, Kan is responsible for handling 
the Malaysia, Philippine, and Taiwan markets for 
their in-house AOC and Philips monitors. With these 
three countries combining for 30 percent of all 
APAC sales, you’d need a great strategist to not only 
capture more of the customers, but to also maintain 
your regional and global dominance. 

Kan allows the brand to remain steadfast through 
a hands-on management approach. He takes to 
the skies every week to a different country, saying 
“Most of the time I’m in a meeting with the sales 
and marketing teams, and sometimes with the 
distributors as well.” Besides meetings, he also 
said they strive to frequently hold events and 
conventions in partnership with other technology 
brands to further make AOC and Philips top of mind 
names for customers.

Of course, a fragmented effort wouldn’t make a 
significant uptick in the company’s sales figures.  
To put everyone on the same page, Kan organizes 
intercontinental workshops every now and then, 
bringing his teams together in order to share their 

management insights as well as to facilitate skills 
training. 

But are all these efforts worth it though? I mean, a 
monitor is just a monitor, right? Kan commented, 
“You look at displays on a daily basis.  There are 
users who buy cheap, no-name monitors with 
sketchy build qualities and warranties. These 
unknown brands just come and go so if your 
monitor fails, you’d have no one to assist you.” 

“Besides looking at those two things, you should 
also consider your specific application. The monitor 
should fit what you’re doing, whether that be 
working on a document, content creation, playing 
games, or watching a movie,” he added.

Kan’s high standards for monitors reflects his 
brand’s legacy and strict quality control anchored 
on significant investments from product 
conceptualization all the way to aftersales service. 

“TPV owns about 35 percent of the world market 
share for monitor manufacturing. We have research 
and development. We have factories all over the 
world. We also boast over 3,500 service centers 
worldwide. You see, we are different than some 
other brands in the market,” he explained.

That firepower allows TPV to continually innovate 
much more frequently than competitors. Kan 
said, “Every year we have new models with new 
technologies coming out. For others, it usually takes 
three or four years before you see new lineups. 

Why? Because every time you create a new model, 
the factory line has to be started from scratch which 
means the need for a huge initial cashout.”

“Because we have everything we need, we’re 
able to lower production costs even with the new 
technologies,” he added. Some of the updates 
TPV has been working on includes quantum dot, 
IPS, and OLED screens, and we should see these 
proliferate in the market within the year.

Even though AOC and Philips are already big brands 
all over the globe, Kan keeps his feet firmly planted 
on the ground (that is, if he’s not flying to another 
country).  There’s always work to be done and he 
has this to say for his current and future customers: 
“We promise to give you the highest quality 
products, the latest technologies, and the best value 
for your money that no other name can match.”
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ACTIVE LIFESTYLE

Pinatubo Excursion with 
Power Mac and Lifemate

Words and Photos by Chris Noel Hidalgo | Additional Photos from Lifemate Press

If you deem a product rugged, it 
must be able to survive a field day 
in a tough environment designed to 
punish both man and machine with 
equal impunity. Power Mac, while 
known for carrying genuine Apple 
products, has expanded its portfolio 
with outdoor power solutions brand 
Lifemate. They held the Lifemate 
Rugged Ride event last April 26 
where local media got to put the 
new products through their paces.

The Rugged Ride
If you paid attention in history class, you’d 
know that Mount Pinatubo is an active volcano 
that blew its top off (literally) 15 years ago—a 
relative second in the world of volcanology. The 
ensuing chaos drastically changed the lives of 
people in its vicinity, as well as severely altered 
the surrounding landscape and river systems. Of 
course, there’s the famous Pinatubo Crater Lake 
in the caldera, but to arrive there, you need to 
brave around 20 km of lahar, sand, rocks, and 
creeks all while the sun happily smiles down your 
burning nape.

To be clear, you don’t have to trek the entire way 
to the summit. There are 4x4 jeeps available for 
rent at the jump off point, each able to carry up 
to five tourists plus the driver and tour guide. We 
took advantage of these and were able to trade 
15 km of walking for 15 km of a bumpy and—as 
the event name implies—rugged ride. Just don’t 
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forget your face mask and sunglasses so you 
don’t wind up eating dust and getting sand in 
your eyes.

The ride took around 90 minutes, after which was 
the start of the 5 km (around three hours) long 
hiking trail. It seems short, but don’t let the single 
digit number fool you. The terrain is challenging 
with shallow creeks you have to cross, rocks you 
have to find footing on, and the sun—I can’t 
emphasize this enough—melting you away. There 
are three pit stops between the start and the 
summit, with the last one having a vendor with 
cold drinks at exorbitant prices. That being said, 
it is best that you bring three liters of fluids with 
you. That should cover your ascent and descent, 
though heavy drinkers should pack more.

You’ll know that you’re close to the summit when 
you see the “20 Minutes to Crater” sign. After 
walking for another few minutes, trekkers will 
be greeted by concrete steps or the “Stairway to 
Heaven” as I called them. Yes, the beauty of the 
crater lake is divine, but the hurdle of walking up 
that flight of stairs will make your calves feel like 
they’ve gone to heaven. Food and drinks are also 
available at the top and again, they’re extremely 
overpriced.

However, that’s just the summit. There’s another 
set of stairs to traverse if you want to get down to 
the lake shore. Going down’s easy peasy. Forcing 
yourself back up is a whole other matter. The good 
news is that after you’ve taken in the sights and 
rested enough, the trek back to the 4x4s is much 
easier. You’ll also probably be rocked to sleep on 
the ride back to the jump off, especially if you 
didn’t have enough sleep the night before.

The Rugged geaR
Power Mac provided us with their initial outdoor 
offerings during the hike—the Lifemate Power 
Eagle and Bear battery banks, and the Lifemate 
Apollo 1 solar charger.

The Lifemate Power Eagle and Bear may look 
like something you’d bludgeon someone with, 
but they’re actually heavy duty power banks 
designed for outdoor warriors. The Eagle carries a 
6000 mAh charge and is smaller and lighter than 
the 12000 mAh Bear. Both can withstand drops 
from a height of 1.5 m, water down to a depth of 
1.5 m for 24 hours, and weight up to 200 kg.

Because of the extremely large capacities, both 
products are capable of being charged at input 
rates up to 2.1 A, with the Eagle topping up at 
four hours and the Bear in double the time. They 
also have 1 A and 2.1 A output ports so you can 
simultaneously charge two devices on the go. 
These capabilities make them perfect for harsh 
environments where there’s a great probability 
that you’ll drop them, soak them, or put your 
entire body weight on them when you fall (which 
I didn’t, I swear!).

Meanwhile, the Lifemate Apollo I is a two-panel 
solar charger with a USB port outputting 1 A; a 
little low, but good enough for trickle charging 
your gadgets while you’re out and about. 
Contrary to what you may expect, it doesn’t 
store power and its output is highly dependent 
on how intense sunlight is. I strapped it to my 
bag while hiking and I was able to extend the 
life of my GoPro thanks to the steady flow of 
current—the only time when I was thankful for 
the hot sun.

If you can’t stand the thought of being lost in 
the wilderness with dead devices, the LifeMate 
Power Eagle, Power Bear, and Apollo I will see to 
it that you’ll be able to bathe in the comforting 
light of your smartphone, tablet, and camera 
for much longer. They retail for PHP 4,650, 
PHP 6,490, and PHP 2,980 respectively and are 
available at most PowerMac centers nationwide.

www.gadgetsmagazine.com.ph

apollo i

Power Bear

Power eagle

Yours truly at the summit.

Johann Tiu, Waido Marketing and distribution inc. 
sales manager, demonstrating the Lifemate apollo i.
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The Mind Museum App
Gone are the days when museums trigger the use of words like uninteresting and boring. Parallel to the fast-moving world 
we live in, museums of today have evolved into fun and high-end interactive spaces that are conducive to learning.

The Mind Museum (TMM), a project of the non-
profit Bonifacio Art Foundation, Inc, provides an 
extraordinary educational experience that inspires 
the public understanding of science. Built on a 
concept that is uniquely Filipino, the museum’s many 
displays present science through over 250 interactive 
exhibits divided into five interconnected stories. The 
exhibition illustrates nature in scale, from the smallest 
thing in nature; to the largest, and everything in 
between: Atom, Earth, Life, Universe, and Technology.

In partnership with Globe Telecom, the Mind Museum 
brings the many wonders of science to your mobile 
device through the TMM app.  

The TMM app contains relevant and engaging 
educational content packaged—also featured in The 
Mind Museum—in one rich multimedia platform 
available to iOS and Android users. In its home page 
and drop down menu, users can make use of it’s many 
features anywhere or when visiting the museum. 

Features that can be found within the app include: 
Mind Moving Ideas that offers new science facts 
each day and also displays museum events and 
promos; Exhibit Guide that provides information 
about each exhibit and provides maps on how 
to get to each one of them. It can also serve as a 
virtual tour for those cooped up inside classrooms 

as it is filled with galleries of the museum itself; 
QR Code Reader that allows museum-goers access 
to exclusive content on each exhibit through QR 
code scanning; Mind Starter that tests one’s 
know-how with mind-boggling, level-specific 
questions as you go around the museum; 
Learning Footpath that allows visitors to be 
immersed on a themed, self-guided tour around 
the museum with maps that lead to specific 
science topic displays; and D-I-Y Experiments 
that offers a collection of do-it-yourself science 
experiments and demonstrations similar to those 
being performed by its resident scientists in the 
museum’s Atom Gallery.  In relation to the latter, 
the app provides step-by-step visual guides 
which can be done in the school or at home using 
readily available materials.

The app also comes built with a K-12 Topics 
feature meant for a more organized learning 
guide per grade level for each user’s aptitude, 
something which educators and students can 
take advantage of.

The Mind Museum is a non-profit, award-winning 
science museum located in Bonifacio Global 
City, Taguig. It is dedicated to providing an 
extraordinary educational experience that inspires 
the public understanding of science.

APPS



also availAble AT:

check us out AT:

www.gadgetsmagazine.com.ph



JUNE 201684

AWS IoT HackDay 
in Singapore

The Internet of Things (IoT) is well on its way, bringing with it simultaneous streams of data from 
internet-connected devices the world over to the cloud. To prep enterprises on the challenges that will 
come with the rise of this technological revolution, Amazon Web Services (AWS) created the annual 

IoT HackDay.

Various enterprise teams participated in the second year of the ASEAN AWS IoT HackDay in 
Singapore. On this day-long education and hackathon event, teams are tasked to build smart, 

AWS-powered, cloud-connected device prototypes that set the ground for a smarter digital age. 

Words and Photos by Mia Carisse Barrientos | Additional Photos from AWS
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What is Amazon Web Services?
If you missed our Amazon Web Services online 
article release or didn’t get to see the feature we 
made in the last issue, we’ll be more than happy 
to fill you in. 

AWS launched in 2006 and officially began 
offering developer customers access to 
web services—now widely known as cloud 
computing—based on Amazon’s own back-end 
technology platform. It now powers more than 
a million active customer organizations ranging 
from enterprise, government, and startup 
businesses in 190 countries around the world. 

In this digital age where cloud computing has 
become the new normal, compared to the 
costly traditional IT model infrastructures where 
one needs R&D expertise to operate, AWS is 
rather a highly reliable, scalable, and low-cost 
infrastructure platform in the cloud that is easy 
to understand. In AWS, organizations have 
a database that’s simply adaptable and can 
efficiently handle continuous streams of data 
without having to wrestle with hardware server 
complicacies. 

AWS also has the largest and widest service 
portfolio to accurately serve the requirements 
of each customer segment. The growing AWS 
platform includes more than 70 different services 
that range from computing power, storage, 
content delivery, database, analytics, application 
services, management and deployment, and 
networking, among many others. 

AWS IoT Platform
AWS IoT is among Amazon’s many dynamic 
services that can connect a generous amount 
of devices to AWS so that they can intermingle 
with applications and other devices. It is a secure 
platform that allows bi-directional communication 
between internet-connected things and the AWS 
cloud. AWS IoT enables users to manage, process, 
and analyze collected data from connected 
devices and act upon it. Users of this platform are 
also able to remotely keep track of data-generated 
by these connected devices from their phones or 
tablets through the use of applications. 

This service is easy to manage and provides 
ample flexibility through AWS services like AWS 
Lambda, Amazon Kinesis, Amazon S3, Amazon 
Machine Learning, Amazon DynamoDB, Amazon 
CloudWatch, AWS CloudTrail, and Amazon 
Elasticsearch Service with built-in Kibana 
integration to build IoT applications.

IoT HackDay Teams
Teams that participated in this year’s ASEAN 
HackDay consisted of self-employed, startup, SMB, 
enterprise, educational institution, and non-profit 
organizations who have at least basic knowledge 
of AWS Cloud services and have prior experience 
with IoT devices. 

During the event, the 14 competing teams were 
able to showcase the effectiveness of AWS Cloud 
services in the IoT age through their creative 
connected-device prototypes. Making use of 
supplied sensors, Intel Edison board—an ultra-
small computing platform, C.H.I.P. and Amazon’s 
Alexa, we witnessed quite a lot of workable 
and creative IoT concepts and solutions given a 
restricted amount of time. 

Each connected-device prototypes are intended 
to provide solutions for three categories: 
healthcare, transport, and lifestyle. Among the 
standout transport solution entries were from: 
Transport Transponders, a passenger notification 
service for public transportation which will 
alert bus drivers of commuters along bus stops; 
Reefer Connect, a cloud-connected (refrigerated) 
shipping container that monitors temperature, 
humidity, and detects impact and alarms when 
opened; Craftlo, an intelligent parking system 
that detects and alerts when there’s an empty 
parking space; and IoTiger, a smart billboard that 
detects weather and traffic conditions and adjusts 
displayed announcements aptly. 

The lifestyle category featured several “why didn’t 
I thought of that” entries. Among them are from: 
Fighting Mongoose, a connected interactive game 
where you have to “disarm the bomb” through 
fun, social mindgames; The Fellowship, an 
automated plantantion watering and fertilization 
system; Scikits, a building surface monitoring 
system that makes use of cameras and intelligent 
image detectors to monitor surfaces for faults; 
and Nutrunners, an augmented reality connected 
repair and maintenance system that makes use of 
intelligent, AR tools for quality control. 

There were only two entries for healthcare and 
these were from How now Brown cows and 
Noticare which are a medication adherence 

tracking system and patient monitoring and alert 
system, respectively. 

The Fellowship (from Zalora) managed to get 
third place with their entry. The prototype is an 
automated plant watering and fertilization system 
that monitors your flora through sensors that 
detects the soil’s moisture level and transfers data 
gathered in real time to an app. Should you be 
out when watering is needed, you can remotely 
splash your plants via triggering a pump that 
draws water from a reservoir through the app. 

This proof of concept could be deployed in urban 
settings or even just at home. They took home 
USD 1,000 worth of AWS Cloud Service credits.

The Malaysian team from MayBank, IoTigers, 
came in second with their smart billboard 
prototype. The billboard uses a sensor to detect 
ambient information—temperature, humidity, 
UV exposure, motion—to contextualize 
advertisements shown on billboards. With this, the 
right target market is effectively reached, making 
it a more cost-effective marketing platform for 
customers. Thanks to their smart billboard system, 
IoTigers took home  USD 1,500 worth of AWS 
Cloud Service credits. 

Emerging victorious in this year’s ASEAN 
hackathon is the Nutrunners; a team from 
Bosch who crafted an augmented reality repair 
and maintenance system.  The prototype is a 
combination of augmented reality and smart 
tools such as a nutrunner that allows for a fun, 
interactive, and controlled experience when 
performing maintenance on machines or vehicles. 

Being connected to the Alexa Voice Service and a 
virtual reality headset, users can accurately screw 
in bolts or drill holes and be intelligently notified 
of areas where maintenance is needed. The 
Nutrunners, took home  USD 2,000 worth of AWS 
Cloud Service credits and Amazon Echo for each 
team member. 

AWS’ IoT HackDay encourages enterprises to 
innovate and build innovations that would initiate 
positive growth for the Internet of Things.

JUNE 2016 85www.gadgetsmagazine.com.ph

AWS Hack Day grand winner, Nutrunners.
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Microsoft Partners with Polycom to Reintroduce Skype for Business

With all the means available for communication 
within and outside an enterprise, it may be hard 
to keep track of the essential things—emails, 
texts, appointments, meetings, and the like—that 
need to be done. To help businesses optimize 
their workflow, Microsoft recently reintroduced 
Skype for Business in a launch done in partnership 
with video- and voice-collaboration technology 
firm Polycom.

“Today, enterprise organizations in the Philippines 
are in for a digital disruption,” said Christian 
Lim, Office marketing business group lead for 
Microsoft Philippines. “As the workforce and the 
consumer markets become more digital, there is 
a need for flexible, rich communications, and a 
reinvented productivity solution that will usher in 
a new modern workplace”.

The brand’s “New World of Work” survey revealed 
that most modern employees undertake a 

highly mobile role and use various devices to 
communicate with their peers. Skype for Business 
allows this diverse range of devices to work 
seamlessly without the need for an expensive 
system overhaul.

“We understand there is an undeniable demand 
for communication that transcends time zones 
and geographies,” said Lim. “The evolution of 
communication through technology has greatly 
impacted the workplace and we want to help 
equip businesses with products that will 
empower them to do more in a mobile-first, 
cloud-first world.”

Skype for Business enables voice-only and video 
calls with up to 250 people, whether they are 
on the platform or not. It’s also integrated with 
Microsoft’s productivity suite from Outlook 
to the Cloud for hassle-free conference calls. 
Additionally, it synergizes well with legacy 

systems such as local landlines and cellphone 
numbers.

Further boosting Skype for Business’ capabilities 
is Polycom’s lineup of cloud-based video 
interoperability products. With native support for 
Microsoft’s unified communication tool, Polycom’s 
devices feature audiovisual solutions for long 
distance collaboration and meeting room setups. 

“Our 12-year partnership with Microsoft delivered 
industry-leading collaboration solutions to our 
end users,” said Peter Leav, chief executive officer 
of Polycom. “Together, we equip our customers 
of all sizes with cloud-ready solutions that will 
help them realize the powerful benefits of 
collaboration in the workplace of the future.”

To learn more, go to www.skype.com/en/
business/. 

Wordtext Systems, Inc. (WSI) last April 20 held 
a unified communications and cloud solutions 
convention at the Makati Shangri-La Hotel. The 
conference sought to orient small, medium, and 
large enterprises on the best-in-class IT solutions 
that will optimize business processes, whether 
they be anchored on legacy or current-gen 
technologies.

WSI Holds Unified Communications and Cloud Convention
Unified communication takes a businesses’ 
different inbound and outbound communication 
systems—such as paperwork, phone calls, emails, 
texts, instant messages, files, digital documents, 
voice mails, and meeting reminders, cloud 
sharing, and audio and video conferences—and 
puts them into an integrated environment that’s 
easy to organize and manage.

Featured during the convention were the 
following products and brands: Microsoft Cloud 
Solutions, Intel Security and Back Up Solutions, 
McAfee Public Cloud Servers, HP ProLiant GEN 9 
Servers, HP Pagewide XL, HP LaserJet business 
printers, Polycom, Unify Communication 
Solutions, and Phoenix Windows Tablets (Wintab).
To know more about WSI’s Unified 
Communication and Cloud computing solutions, 
visit www.wordtext.com.ph and 
www.facebook.com/wordtextsystemsinc.
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Niko Walraven, director of voice and UC Asia of Polycom, discusses 
Polycom’s enterprise solutions.
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Western Digital Corporation has recently 
announced that its wholly-owned subsidiary 
Western Digital Technologies, Inc. has completed 
the acquisition of SanDisk Corporation.

The addition of SanDisk makes Western Digital 
Corporation a more comprehensive storage 
solutions provider with global reach, and an 
extensive product and technology platform that 
includes deep expertise in both rotating magnetic 
storage and non-volatile memory (NVM).

“We are delighted to welcome SanDisk into the 
Western Digital family. This transformational 
combination creates a media-agnostic leader 
in storage technology with a robust portfolio of 
products and solutions that will address a wide 
range of applications in almost all of the world’s 
computing and mobile devices. We are excited to 
now begin focusing on the many opportunities 
before us, from leading innovation to bringing 
the best of what we can offer as a combined 
company to our customers. In addition, we will 
begin the work to fully realize the value of this 
combination through executing on our synergies, 
generating significant cash flow, as well as rapidly 
deleveraging our balance sheet, and creating 
significant long-term value for our shareholders,” 
said Steve Milligan, chief executive officer of 
Western Digital.

Western Digital Completes Acquisition of SanDisk
The integration process will begin immediately 
through the joint efforts of teams from both 
companies. As previously announced, Steve 
Milligan will continue to serve as chief executive 
officer of Western Digital, which will remain 
headquartered in Irvine, California. Sanjay 
Mehrotra, co-founder, president, and chief 
executive officer of SanDisk, will serve as a 
member of the Western Digital Board of Directors, 
effective immediately.

“As a combined company, we will be best 
positioned to address the demands for data 
storage, which is growing exponentially every 
year,” said Sanjay Mehrotra. “Growth and change 
go hand in hand, and we couldn’t be happier to 

grow and change together with Western Digital. 
I look forward to contributing to realizing the 
potential of this combination as a member of the 
board.”

Under the terms of the transaction, each 
outstanding share of SanDisk common stock was 
converted into the right to receive USD 67.50 per 
share in cash and 0.2387 shares of Western Digital 
common stock.

SanDisk shareholders looking for information 
with regard to the payment of the merger 
consideration should review the Public FAQ 
available in the Investor Relations section at 
investor.wdc.com.

SimpliVity Launches New Hyperconnectivity Solutions

Simplivity has announced an update to the 
OmniStack virtualization platform which 
improves on its infrastructure features, the new 
web-based OmniView, and OmniStack support 
for Hyper-V technology. These products allow 
enterprises to further optimize their workflow 
thanks to capabilities such as greater intelligence, 
automation, and hypervisor choice, while at the 
same time minimizing the risks they have to take.
The latest OmniStack 3.5 debuts mission-critical 
enterprise features, including an intelligent 
workload optimizer which ensures dependable 
application performance by balancing the 
workload across virtual machines; REST API for 
faster development and integration of third-party 
solutions and custom applications; and expanded 
support for multi-node stretched clusters for 
better IT availability and resiliency across 
multi-site data centers.

Meanwhile, the new OmniView takes advantage 
of predictive analytics and trend analysis to help 
businesses perform better and utilize resources 

more efficiently. It has custom dashboards which 
allow for full-scale monitoring of deployments 
from all over the world in order to quickly address 
performance and latency issues; predictive 
analytics that allow administrators to visualize 
organic growth and prepare for sudden capacity 
influxes; and a convenient and secure web platform 
with centralized data processing and storage in the 
brand’s support cloud.

Lastly, OmiStack for Hyper-V allows clients moving 
to the upcoming Microsoft Windows Server 2016 
platform to enjoy the benefits of SimpliVity’s 
top-notch solutions.

Moreover, SimpliVity released a new whitepaper 
titled Next Generation Convergence and SimpliVity’s 
Hyperconverged Technology which showcased 
how customers using the company’s products 
are able to drive business growth through the 
time and money they are able to save. Not only 
do these customers improve on their total cost of 
ownership, they are also able to streamline their 
work processes and operations.
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BITS & BYTES

Asus Republic of Gamers (ROG) is the proud 
gaming laptop and monitor provider of the 
Professional Gamers’ League (PGL) at the Manila 
Major, the most awaited gaming and eSports 
event in the country. The tournament which 
happens from June 7 to 12, 2016 at the Mall of 
Asia (MOA) Arena in Pasay, Manila features 16 
of the best DOTA 2 teams in the world all vying 
for the USD 3 million prize pool. ROG will be 
providing gaming notebooks, monitors, routers, 
and key peripheral units that will be used all 
throughout the event. 

The recently concluded ESL One Manila may have 
amped up the Pinoy DOTA 2 hype but the bar 
has been raised even higher at the Manila Major 
tournament. As eSports get more media mileage 
and traction, Filipino pro gamers and enthusiasts 
are looking for the best gaming experience the 
best laptop and hardware can provide—the Asus 
ROG lineup rises to the challenge.

At the Manila Major, Asus ROG top-of-the-line 
gaming laptops will be used for the Analytics 
Desk, which says highly of how reliable the ROG 
laptop lineup is. These ROG laptops include
eight G752 units, seven GL552 units, and five 
GL752 units. 

Moreover, Asus gaming monitors, which include 
the 34 inch ROG Swift PG348Q, the 27 inch ROG 
Swift displays (PG278Q, PG279Q, and PG27AQ), 
and the Asus VG248QE, provide gaming and 
cinematic visuals and exceptional refresh rates to 

suit the needs of different kinds of gamers.All 
players in the Manila Major will use Asus
gaming monitors to ensure seamless
gaming experience.

Asus routers, known for their farthest Wi-Fi 
range, easy setup and management, and secure 
networking with exclusive Asus AiProtection 
will also be utilized. To provide uninterrupted 
networking across the event, the Asus RT-AC88U 
gaming router will be at the forefront together 
with all sponsored ROG products to ensure the 
most captivating experience for everyone.

Aditionally, Asus ROG booths will showcase 
the latest gaming products from notebooks, to 
breakthrough displays, to gaming accessories 
and peripherals—all ready for the next 
generation of gamers. Exclusive activities 
will be held on-site with awesome prizes 
and freebies to be given away to ROG booth 
activity participants. 

For those unable to attend the event, ROG will 
offer exclusive promotions through its partner 
dealers, with enticing deals to make the 
purchase worth every Peso.

Asus to sponsor DOTA 2 Manila Major

Twentieth Century Fox’s multi-award winning, 
smash-hit Empire is a sexy and powerful drama 
about the head of a music empire whose three 
sons and ex-wife all battle for his throne. Follow 
this hip hop family dynasty from the very 
beginning, with all 12-episodes of the first season 
now available on iFlix in the Philippines.

From Academy Award nominee Lee Daniels and 
Emmy Award winner Danny Strong, the first 
season is set to a Grammy nominated original 
soundtrack written and produced by legendary 
hip-hop hitmaker Timbaland. Empire follows 
music mogul Lucious Lyon (Academy Award 
nominee Terrence Howard), an immensely 
talented artist, CEO of Empire Entertainment 
and reformed street thug, who is diagnosed 
with a potentially fatal disease and must groom 
one of his three sons to take over his crowning 
achievement. All bets are off when his ex-wife 
Cookie (Academy Award nominee and Golden 
Globe winner Taraji Henson) mysteriously returns 
from a 17-year prison stint. Brash and fearless, she 
sees herself as the sacrificial lamb who built an 
empire with Lucious and then took the fall
for the crimes that financed his early career. As
the Lyons slug it out, a battle begins that 

Multi-award Winning “Empire” 
Now Available on iFlix

will either cause the family’s destruction or 
redemption.

Now available in Malaysia, Thailand, and the 
Philippines, iFlix will continue to roll out its 
world-class service to additional key Southeast 
Asian markets in the coming months. With over 
one million members in the region, iFlix offers 
consumers the largest library of top Hollywood, 
Asian regional, and local TV shows and movies. 
Each subscription allows users to access the 
service on up to five devices, including phones, 

laptops, tablets, and television sets, for
viewing wherever, whenever. iFlix subscribers 
can also download TV shows and movies from 
iFlix’s extensive library for offline viewing. The 
service is priced at only PHP 129 per month
in the Philippines for unlimited access with
no ads!

For new subscribers, iFlix offers a 
complimentary 30-day trial with full access to 
its world-class service, features, and content. Go 
to www.iflix.com to register.
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Alcatel Flash Fans’ Day Takes over Mindanao

With the recent release of the Flash 2 phone in 
retail stores nationwide, Flash brought its Fans’ 
Day activity to Davao City, the first leg of the event 
outside Metro Manila.

According to Sheree Gayas, country marketing 
manager of Flash, the regional Fans’ Day will be 
the company’s thrust in the next few months. 
“With the availability of our phones nationwide, 
we have received requests from fans from Cebu, 
Ilocos, Iloilo, and Samar among others.  Our fans 
are a talented and passionate bunch and to be 
given the chance to engage with them firsthand is 
something really fulfilling.”

The Davao Fans’ Day was also attended by 
Kenneth Tung, business development manager 
for eCommerce business; and Haosi Chen, product 
manager from Flash headquarters. One of the 
event’s attendees is Rena Gempesaw, a 21-year-
old pastry chef who has been using a Flash 2 since  
this year. She said, “The aftersales that Flash gives 
to its customers is the uniqueness that I truly 
love. We fans have this whole new community 
where we share our insights and technicalities. 

The product team makes sure fans get the most 
of our phone. The monthly contests enhance our 
photography skills and also our ability to solve 
puzzles while making sure we have fun at the 
same time.”

uberHOP Expands Pickup Points to QC 
During Rush Hour 

Uber has introduced new routes for its uberHOP 
service to serve commuters in Quezon City. 
Riders who travel between QC to Makati or 
Bonifacio Global City (BGC) in Taguig can now 
commute conveniently and affordably by 
booking an uberHOP ride with just a few taps 
on their smartphones. The ride promises to help 
commuters save time while ensuring that their 
trip is safe and comfortable. uberHOP will pick 
up passengers from TriNoMa Mall in Quezon City 
and drop them off at Tower One, Ayala Ave. in 
Makati or Net Quad in 31st Street, BGC. A one 
way fare will cost P120 to both destinations and a 
vehicle will be available on-demand. To book an 
uberHOP, simply open the Uber app and choose 
the uberHOP option. From there, select from 
predetermined routes indicated in the app and 
head to the nearest pickup location. 

“These trips from TriNoMa to the central business 
districts of Makati and BGC are intentionally 
scheduled during the peak traffic hours of 6:30 
to 8:30 AM, when demand for transportation 
is greatest. We’re taking steps to make sure 
that commuters get reliable and convenient 
rides every morning,” said Laurence Cua, Uber 
Philippines general manager. “ uberHOP has been 
very well received by the people of Metro Manila, 
with many asking for more routes. So after our 
recent addition of routes in Ortigas, we are
excited to bring uberHOP to the commuters of 
Quezon City.”

uberHOP, which launched in the Philippines in 
January 2016, is an option that enables multiple 
people heading in the same direction to share 

a ride during peak hours. Its goal is to reduce 
traffic congestion and improve urban mobility by 
putting more people in fewer cars.

Manila is only the third city in the world where 

uberHOP has been introduced, following Seattle, 
Washington and Toronto, Canada.

To know more about Uber and uberHOP, please 
visit http://t.uber.com/hopQC.

The Flash Fans’ Day is an initiative of the
company to show appreciation to its loyal 
customers. For more information about Flash,
log on to www.flash3c.com or
www.flash3c.com/ph/.

Sheree Gayas (third from the left), country marketing manager of Flash, with participants of the Fans’ Day.
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ePLDT, the digital enterprise enabler of PLDT Inc., 
has reinforced its security capability for cloud 
computing as it attained Cloud Security Alliance 
(CSA) Security, Trust, and Assurance Registry (STAR) 
certification.

The industry’s most powerful security provider 
certification program, CSA STAR is a three-tiered 
provider assurance program encompassing 
rigorous auditing, transparency principles, 
standards harmonization, and continuous 
monitoring. It was established and is operated by 
CSA, the world’s leading organization dedicated 
to defining and raising awareness of best 
practices to help ensure a secure cloud computing 
environment. With this new status as a CSA 
STAR registered service provider, ePLDT assures 
enterprise clients that the PLDT Group’s cloud 
services adhere to the industry’s best practices.

“We understand our customers’ need for 
transparency and visibility in terms of the security 
controls provided by our cloud computing 
solutions, as these services handle sensitive, 
mission-critical data that must be safely guarded 
and protected,” said Nico Alcoseba, head of PLDT 
Group’s disruptive business group. “As a CSA 
STAR registered service provider, we ensure our 

customers that the cloud solutions we offer are 
not only secure but consistently comply with 
globally recognized standards.”

“This certification solidifies our position as 
a trusted provider of cloud services for the 
enterprise, as well as demonstrates our increased 

cloud computing maturity,” added Dave Simon, 
ePLDT group CTO and service delivery and 
operations group head. “Through continuous 
applications of the different security controls set 
by CSA on our own cloud operations, we as a 
provider can in turn educate our customers on the 
best practices in the cloud.”

Mobile services provider Smart Communications 
announced it will offer the iPhone SE beginning 
May 26.

The iPhone SE packs the power of an iPhone 6s 
in a sleek aluminum design that customers love, 
this time with a stunning four-inch Retina display 
and four gorgeous metallic finishes, including 
rose gold. With the exceptional performance of 
the advanced 64-bit A9 chip, longer battery life, 
camera innovations including a 12 MP iSight 
camera, Live Photos, the ability to record in 4K, 
and Touch ID with Apple Pay, iPhone SE is the 
perfect device for everyone who wants a smaller 
phone.      

“iPhone SE proves that indeed big things can 
come in small packages, and we can’t wait for 
more Filipinos to enjoy Apple’s top-of-the-line 
features in such a compact and affordable device,” 
said Smart brand head Kathy Carag.
 
“And as we always say, your phone is only as 
powerful as your network. Smart’s nationwidest 

network powers the new iPhone SE to keep up 
with your very active mobile lifestyle—from your 
daily dose of mobile surfing and gaming, instant 
social media sharing, and seamless music and 
video streaming on the fly,” she added.
 

ePLDT Reinforces Leadership in Cloud 
Security with CSA STAR Certification

Smart to offer iPhone SE

Smart will make the iPhone SE available at Smart 
Stores and Smart Online Store at store.smart.
com.ph.  For updates, visit www.smart.com.ph/
iPhoneSE. For more information on iPhone, please 
visit www.apple.com/iphone.
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Globe Telecom is the first Philippine 
telecommunications company to adopt the TV 
white space frequency for broadband use in 
line with its commitment to improve the state 
of internet in the country especially in remote 
and outlying areas. The move would maximize 
the available spectrum given rapid increases in 
data consumption amid growing smartphone 
penetration.

“To help improve the internet experience of our 
customers, Globe is working on enhancing cell 
site density of our network, a prerequisite in 
providing additional bandwidth capacity amid 

In the world of business, gaining new customers 
and retaining old ones remain a challenge. The 
problem does not only lie on the quality of the 
product or service, however. Based on studies, 
aftersales services also play a critical part.

“The positive perceptions and attitudes of the 
target customers towards the quality-elements 
offered by the firm, leads to both attraction of 
new customers, thanks to word-of-mouth (WOM) 
communication and recommendations of the 
existing customers,” says a study by the Athens 
University of Economics and Business, Hellenic 

exponential growth in data use. However, building 
a cell site has proven to be a major challenge for 
us and we couldn’t build cell sites as fast as we 
want to. We hope that making use of available 
spectrum would enhance bandwidth capacities 
and allow our network to transmit enormous 
amounts of data at faster speeds,” Globe senior 
vice president for network technologies strategy 
Emmanuel Estrada said, noting that construction 
of a single cell site involves about 25 permits with 
at least eight months lead time. 

According to Estrada, another obstacle in 
rolling out broadband service in rural areas is 

Open University, and University of the Aegean
in Greece.

The empirical study published in the Journal 
of Service Theory and Practice showed that the 
quality of aftersales services affect satisfaction and 
the relationship between buyers and sellers.

Consumers look beyond price and functionality. 
The researchers noted that they also consider 
the appearance, attentiveness, kindness, and 
friendliness of staff, as well as the way they 
provide advice and instructions. Customers who 

that the concentration of establishments and 
households does not make it economically viable 
for telecommunication providers to deploy 
broadband facilities.  He said the TV white space 
technology is expected to address this concern. 

TV white space is considered an ideal wireless 
data delivery medium in the Philippines because 
of its long distance propagation features and 
the ability of its signals to travel over water and 
through thick foliage.  The latest TV white space 
equipment can deliver up to 10 megabits per 
second of data throughput at a maximum range 
of 10 kilometers and can accommodate numerous 
customers at any given time.

TV white space refers to the either unassigned or 
unused frequencies located between broadcast 
TV channels, which can be used to provide 
wireless data connectivity to remote communities 
in the country.  These vacant frequencies are 
located between broadcast TV channels in the 
UHF and VHF range of 54 MHz and 806 MHz. 

Utilizing TV white space for propagation of 
internet service is a relatively new technology as 
TV broadcast began transitioning from analog to 
digital, paving the way for the availability of more 
TV channels or frequencies that could be utilized 
for broadband use. 

are satisfied with aftersales services repurchase 
the same brand, and even recommend it to 
friends and relatives, the study said.

Despite product durability, factors such as power 
surges or the user’s own failure to follow the 
instruction manual speed up the breakdown of 
appliances.

“The competition has become tougher as 
consumers consider not just the price and 
functionality of appliances, but the quality of a 
brand’s aftersales service as well,” said Nobuhito 
Hayashi, Haier Philippines, Inc (HPI) president and 
CEO.

Haier further offers a two year warranty for all its 
appliances, and an additional five year warranty 
for its window-type air conditioners.

To meet customer needs after the purchase, HPI 
has 157 authorized service shops nationwide. 
Its service centers are located in Balintawak, San 
Fernando, Iloilo, and Davao. It also has a Roving 
Supervisor in Cagayan De Oro, Naga, Tacloban, 
and Dagupan.

Last year, HPI’s monthly aftersales customer 
satisfaction rate ranged from 94.22 percent to 
98.60. In January this year, HPI surpassed its 97.53 
percent target with a satisfaction rate of 98.7 
percent.

Globe First PH Telco to Tap TV White Space 
Frequency for Broadband Use 

Haier’s Satisfaction Rate Reaches 98.7 Percent
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RELIC

Going back to school means new gadgets—whether it be the latest 
smartphone or laptop or something that does its job. Going back 
to school also means new things not only in the tech world but also 
new beginnings for people starting the new year. A long time ago, 
many people were not accustomed to using calculators. Instead, 
people used the even more ancient slide rule. Until the pocket 
calculator came around in the 1970s, this was the tool of choice for 
anyone taking advanced math classes.

Slide Rule
Words by Jose Alvarez
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The slide rule is classified as a mechanical analog 
computer, and was developed by two individuals: 
the English mathematician and Anglican Church 
minister Reverend William Oughtred and Welsh 
clergyman and mathematician Edmund Gunter, 
who also did work in geometry and astronomy. 
The two based the slide rule off of John Napier’s 
work on logarithms in the 17th century. This was a 
major tool that was used in engineering, and was 
shaped much like a ruler.

The basic slide rule used two logarithmic scales 
to allow rapid multiplication and division, 
but more advanced slide rules used square 
roots, exponential equations, logarithms, and 
trigonometric functions, making it a very useful 
tool for students in advanced math classes. 
However, it was still capable of doing addition 
and subtraction (in a very roundabout way). 
This allowed math enthusiasts to quickly solve 
problems that may have taken a long time to do 
on paper.

There were even circular slide rules, which saved 
space not only physically, but allowed certain 
equations to be read in a certain way, such as 
with “off-scale” calculations that were eliminated 
because of the wrap-around nature of the circular 
slide rule. Circular slide rules were not very helpful 
in locating figures around a dish, and put less 
important scales closer to the center with lower 
precision. In addition, the linear slide rule was far 
more in use. However, the circular slide rule was 
converted into something more useful. In 1952, 
Swiss watch company Breitling created a circular 

slide rule that could be used within a wristwatch 
marketed to pilots called the Breitling Navitimer. 
It was used to calculate airspeed, rate/time of 
climb/descent, flight time, distance, and fuel 
consumption. It could also convert distances from 
kilometers to nautical miles and amounts of fuel 
from gallons into liters (and vice versa).

Cylindrical slide rules even existed. There were 
two types of slide rules: ones on a helical scale 
and ones on a bar scale. The advantage of the 
cylindrical slide rule were that much longer scales 
could fit on it, allowing for greater precision than 
circular or linear ones.

After Gunter and Oughtred’s work on the slide 
rule (Oughtred also invented the circular slide 
rule), many scientists and mathematicians sought 
to improve on it. Oughtred’s behavior was similar 
to that of one of his contemporaries, Isaac Newton 
(most famous for the theory of gravity), which 
meant that much of his ideas were published after 
his death by his students. By 1722, two and three-
decade scales were invented, and inverted slide 
rules came across in 1755. The combination of 
these scales was known as a polyphase rule. Peter 
Mark Roget invented the log slide rule in 1815, 
which allowed people to take the logarithm of the 
logarithm, allowing direct calculations with roots 
and exponents.

The modern slide rule was created in 1859 by 
French lieutenant Amedee Mannheim. By the 19th 
century and the rise of the Industrial Revolution, 
engineering was seen as a recognized profession, 
necessitating the need for slide rules in Europe. 
However, slide rules did not cross the Atlantic 
Ocean until 1881, where Edwin Thatcher brought 
the cylindrical slide rule to the United States. Slide 
rules were used until the second half of the 20th 
century, when pocket calculators completely 
eliminated the use of slide rules (which were 
not very popular with the public, but used in 
education and engineering).  Today, they are just 
an interesting piece of history and are considered 
collector’s items if they are in good condition, with 
Faber-Castell slide rules in particular selling for 
upwards of USD 200 on eBay.

Slide rules have been a major tool in helping 
engineers determine what to do before the advent 
of calculators and computers, and helped advance 
the field of engineering to complete greater feats 
than before. While much of this work is now done 
on a computer, the slide rule is essentially the 
grandfather of the calculator.
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