
INSIDER REVEALS WHY KYLO REN
IS A GREAT STAR WARS VILLAIN!  
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BOBA FETT: THE ANIMATED ORIGIN OF THE SAGA’S MOST              ENIGMATIC BAD GUY!  

THE FORCE AWAKENSAdapting the hit movie into a hit novel! 
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“There is still good in him.”
—Luke Skywalker, Star Wars: 
Return of the Jedi, 1983

Here at Star Wars Insider HQ,  
we all have favorite characters 
from Star Wars: The Force Awakens.  

For some, it’s Rey who steals the movie.  
Others are very keen on Finn. And, of 
course, Poe Dameron has a large and 
very active fanbase. I loved BB-8, but 
my favorite character in the entire movie 
is Kylo Ren. His complexity makes him 
fascinating, but then Star Wars has always 
excelled at delivering complex villains. 
Kylo’s grandfather, Darth Vader, is a great 
example: He looks like a villain, he sounds 
like a villain, he even acts like a villain. 
But, as we found out over the years, he’s 
far more complicated than just a by-the-
numbers bad guy. Like Vader, Kylo Ren 
is instantly iconic. His mask, his lightsaber, 
even his distorted voice is chillingly 
memorable. Yet, underneath, he’s 
vulnerable. This issue, look at Kylo 
Ren, and examine why he’s such an 
intriguing character! 

Why not write in to the address below—
we always love to hear your views on 
the saga!

May the Force be with ou...Always.
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ALL THE COOL NEWS FROM THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE

BLISSFUL!
Being a millennial of 1995, the fi rst Star 
Wars movie I saw in theaters was Revenge 
of the Sith, and unfortunately I was too 
young to understand the full gravity and 
worldwide love of Star Wars.

But then the new movies were 
announced. I had a better understanding 

and love for the franchise. I went to 
an early screening, the day before 
the offi cial release on December 18.

It felt unreal to be waiting in a line 
for a new Star Wars fi lm. My heart rate 
increased when those magical words, 
“A long time ago in a galaxy far, far 
away....” appeared on the screen. And 

we all cheered at the explosion of sound 
from that brilliant John Williams score.

And the rest was blissful history. 
Poe Dameron was an awesome pilot 

and he left you wanting more. Kylo Ren 
was dark, cool, and complex, especially 
with the reveal of his past and identity. 
I felt like I was in Finn’s shoes—or boots

THE FORCE FROM THE FANS! 
BACK IN ISSUE 162, WE ASKED FOR YOUR VIEWS ON STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS—AND YOU REPLIED! 
FIRST ORDER STORMTROOPER HELMETS FROM RUBIES ARE ON THE WAY TO ALL CONTRIBUTORS! 

RECORD BREAKER! 
STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS 
HAS PROVED TO BE A BOX OFFICE 

JUGGERNAUT AROUND THE
 WORLD. RECORDS BROKEN 

BY THE MOVIE INCLUDE: 
    

Fastest fi lm to gross $1 billion: 12 days
    

Biggest worldwide opening weekend and 
single weekend gross: $529 million

Highest-grossing Star Wars fi lm. It was the 
second Star Wars fi lm, following Star Wars: 

The Phantom Menace, to gross $1 billion

Biggest December international opening 
weekend: $281 million

Widest worldwide IMAX release: 
391 IMAX screens in the United 

States and Canada, 270 screens 
in China and 276 screens in other 
markets, for a worldwide total of 

937 IMAX screens

Biggest IMAX worldwide opening weekend: 
$48 million

4    INSIDER



IN PRAISE OF !
I have seen Star Wars: The Force Awakens
four times so far! FOUR TIMES! And it gets
better every time. It’s such a layered fi lm 
that it’s hard to take it all in the fi rst viewing. 
There are so many things I loved about it. 
From the engaging plot, the brilliant score 
from the great John Williams, to the action 
scenes, and, of course, the characters. We 
saw old friends like Han Solo, Leia, C-3PO, 
and Chewbacca. And new faces: the daring 
Poe Dameron, the brave Finn, the loyal 
BB-8, the mysterious Captain Phasma, 
and the menacing Kylo Ren. But my favorite 
new character has to be Rey. She’s tough 
and fearless, but also gentle and sweet. 
She’s smart and perceptive, but also curious 
and eager to learn. She is a fantastic role 
model for kids. On my third viewing of this 
fi lm, I was able to take a picture of kids 
dressed as a Jedi, Kylo Ren, and Rey (below). 
It warms my heart that kids these days are 
looking at Rey the same way we looked 
at Luke Skywalker or Obi-Wan Kenobi. 
She’s the perfect hero for this generation. 
I couldn’t think of a more exciting time to be 
a Star Wars fan.—Lowell Renold III, by email

INSTANT CLASSIC
I must admit to being more than a little 
nervous as we headed into the cinema to 
watch Star Wars: The Force Awakens. What 
if it wasn’t as good as the movies that had 
come before? What if it didn’t match 
the hype? Thankfully, my fears were 
unfounded—The Force Awakens is an 
instant classic. 

It’s the little things that really make 
the movie shine. The smaller moments 
beyond the explosions, laser duels, and 
lightsaber battles. I’m talking about Finn 
and Rey’s chemistry, Poe Dameron’s quiet 
cool, and Kylo Ren’s simmering rage. 
The coolest thing is that, despite the fi lm 
being fantastic, the best is yet to come!
—Simone Gilholly, by emailGilholly, by email

—as he saw the true nature of the First 
Order and defected to help Poe. I really 
felt his adrenaline and excitement during 
his escape and journey. I felt like I was 
in Finn’s shoes—or issued boots—as 
he saw the true nature of the First Order 
and defected to help Poe. I really felt 
the excitement of  his escape 
and journey.

Rey was a strong female lead and 
she proved she could handle herself 
in a rough situation. BB-8 was a 
charming and comical droid that 
everyone loved.

Then, of course, there were the 
returning characters. Han and Chewbacca! 
That was Han Solo on screen, quipping and 
blasting stormtroopers. And Chewbacca is 
still the loveable walking carpet we know 
and love. The visuals were gorgeous, the 
score was superb, and the action was 
heart-racing.

And now I get to experience something 
else the older fans had to go through: 
waiting until the next one comes out! Good 
thing we have Star Wars Rebels, the new 
canon literature, and Rogue One to bide 
the time.—Robert Payes, by email

R Y

GLOBAL PRESS CONFERENCE

BACK IN ACTION! 

Star Wars: Episode VIII, which is written and directed by Rian 
Johnson, will star Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Adam Driver, 
Daisy Ridley, John Boyega, Oscar Isaac, Lupita Nyong’o, Domhnall 
Gleeson, Anthony Daniels, Gwendoline Christie, and Andy Serkis.  

New cast members include Benicio Del Toro, Laura Dern, and Kelly Marie 
Tran. The fi lm will be released Holiday season 2017. 

RETURNING FAVORITES AND NEW CAST 
MEMBERS REVEALED FOR EPISODE VIII! 

Biggest single day IMAX worldwide 
gross: $17.7 million (Friday, 

December 18, 2015)

Biggest single day IMAX 
international gross: $4.8 million 

(Saturday, December 
19, 2015)

Fastest to $100 million in 
IMAX sales: 12 days

Fastest fi lm to $150 
million in IMAX ticket 

sales: 19 days
 

Fastest fi lm to $175 
million in IMAX ticket 

sales: 24 days

Biggest IMAX fourth-
weekend gross worldwide: 

$19 million



MYTHIC
The Star Wars movies have always seemed 
mythic with the Force taking on almost 
spiritual undertones whilst the Jedi, you 
could argue, are King Arthur’s  knights of 
the Round Table. I absolutely loved The 
Force Awakens (as did everyone I know) 
and was thrilled by its continuing 
Arthurian/mythic references. Firstly, 
Kylo Ren tragically impaling Han Solo 
was, for me, a refl ection of the legend of 
Mordred felling his own father, King 
Arthur, in their last great battle. Next, Kylo 
Ren cannot draw Luke’s lightsaber from 
the snow, but it fl ies into Rey’s hand with 
ease; this is a classic mirroring of the 
“sword in the stone” part of Arthurian 
legend. Whoever draws Excalibur from 
the stone is worthy to be king (or queen)! 
Next, the legend of Arthur claims that he 
will return from the netherworld to aid 
his people when they need him the most. 
When R2-D2 stirs back to life to complete 
the map leading to Luke Skywalker, it felt 
like a reference to this part of Arthurian 
legend. With the rise of the First Order 
and the death of Han Solo, the Republic 
is in dire need of the Jedi, so it is time for 
Luke to return. Finally, the island in the 
ocean that Rey and Kylo Ren both foresee 
is, in my opinion, a nod to the legendary 
isle of Avalon where King Arthur (or in 
this case, Luke) rests in a netherworld 
state until he must return to save his 
people. Did any other viewers notice 
these similarities?—Edward Lane, 
Staffordshire, England

STAR WARS FOR A
NEW GENERATION
For the past 38 years, I have been a 
huge Star Wars fan. A New Hope came 
out when I was 7 years old, and I was 
changed forever. Like most kids of the 
70s, I had a lot of the Kenner toys, and 
recreated the adventures of Han and 
Chewie in my room and backyard. 
I often road my BMX bike across town 
to the Burlingame Smoke Shop and 
Talbot’s Toyland in San Mateo to get 
the newest Star Wars action fi gures 
and packs of Topps cards. I remember 
going to Burger King with my dad to get
a new Star Wars glass, and then waiting 
in line around the block to see Star Wars 
again! Some of my happiest memories 
as a kid are linked to Star Wars.   

Fast forward to 2015. Now a father 
of four boys, I took my sons to the
Star Wars Celebration in Anahiem, 
and we waited in line to see J.J. Abrams. 
I listened to what J.J. and Kathleen 
Kennedy were saying about Star 
Wars, the fans, and the new movie. 
He got it, I thought to myself. And
when I saw Han and Chewie in the 

trailer and heard the words “Chewie. We’re 
home.” tears came to my eyes.

On Monday, December 14, my friend and 
I were lucky enough to take my son, Hayden, 
to the Hollywood Red Carpet Premiere of 
The Force Awakens. It was a dream come 
true. I sat in Mann’s Chinese Theater and 
was blown away. My son said it was the best 
movie he had ever seen. The characters had 
chemistry and the acting was outstanding. 
Darth Vader was one of the most iconic 

villains in movie history, but Kylo Ren is iconic 
in his own way.  The original magic was back! 
J.J. nailed it! We went into the after-party 
and I felt like a kid again seeing all the stars 
of the movie. Three days later, I took the rest 
of the family to the U.S. premiere. They all 
walked out amazed! I took my two younger 
kids down to Talbot’s Toyland (yes, it’s still 
there!) and let them pick out action fi gures 
from The Force Awakens.—Paul Todd 
Feldman, by email

SPOILERS! 

Hayden Feldman poses with Harrison Ford!

Paul and Hayden Feldman meet the troops!

6    INSIDER
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Jason Wingreen, the actor who 
gave voice to bounty hunter 
Boba Fett in The Empire Strikes 
Back, passed away on Christmas 

Day, 2015, at his home in Los Angeles. 
He was 95.

Born October 9th, 1920, in Brooklyn, 
New York, he grew up in Queens and 
graduated from Brooklyn College in 
1941, where he pursued his love of 
drama in the Varsity Dramatic Society. 
On the stage, Wingreen was a founding 
member of the original Circle in the 
Square Theatre in Greenwich Village. 
But life on the silver screen beckoned 
and his career began in earnest.

Between 1955 and 1994 he played 
many memorable roles in fi lms and 
television shows including The 
Untouchables (1960-1963), The Outer 
Limits (1963-1964), Mission: Impossible 
(1969-1971), Happy Days (1977), Airplane 
(1980), Seinfeld (1992), and The Twilight 
Zone (1960-1963). His recurring role of 
bartender Harry Snowden on All in the 
Family (1976-1979) and Archie Bunker’s 
Place (1979-1983) secured him a spot 
in American pop culture, a position 
gained by his the role as Dr. Linke 
in the 12th episode of Star Trek’s 
third season, “The Empath” (1968). 

Star Wars fans know Wingreen 
best as the voice of Boba Fett, but 

many won’t know that he also 
auditioned for Yoda in The Empire 
Strikes Back, a role that ultimately 
went to Frank Oz. Despite missing 
out on Yoda, Lucasfi lm was impressed 
with Wingreen’s vocal talents. 
Speaking to Star Wars Insider back 
in the summer of 2000, he discussed 
getting the part of Boba Fett.

“My agent called me and said to 
go over to the recording studio, where 
I met Gary Kurtz and Irvin Kershner. 
Normally, you see the face of an actor 
you’re dubbing, to lip-synch to. But 
that was no problem here—I could 
say the lines at any time. I got in 
position, they ran the fi lm a few times, 
and I said the lines. Kershner came 
out and made a suggestion or two 
and went back in the control room. 
I did it again, and I was fi nished.”

Seven minutes in the studio and 
the legendary bounty hunter had the 
voice fans of the saga knew as Boba 
Fett. In 2005, Temeura Morrison re-
dubbed Boba Fett’s voice to match 
up with Jango Fett’s voice in the 
prequel trilogy.

Though Wingreen retired from 
full-time acting by the mid 1990s, 
he continued to make appearances 

at conventions. In 2014, he spoke 
to StarTrek.com about both his 
Star Trek and Star Wars experiences, 
and about being recognized by fans.

“It’s beyond belief. I take it as 
a compliment. Star Trek has never 
been in my life the way Star Wars 
was. Star Wars really changed things 
for me. So, it’s interesting to me that 
people remember more about me 
doing Star Trek than I remember! 
For me, it was just one day of work. 
Really, it was just one day. I had 
hundreds of one-day jobs. I had 
a good career out here.”

Wingreen is survived by his 
son Ned, two grandchildren, and 
his sister Harriet.

Jeremy Bulloch, who played 
the physical role of Boba Fett in 
The Empire Strikes Back, spoke 
exclusively to Star Wars Insider 
about Wingreen:

“I only had the pleasure of 
meeting Jason once at a convention 
in Hollywood a few years ago. 
He was amazed by the amount of 
people who wanted his autograph 
and by midday was quite exhausted. 
He was a modest and delightful man 
who gave Boba his voice and I was 
very glad to have fi nally met him.”

JASON WINGREEN
IN MEMORIAM

INSIDER 7    
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S tar Wars Insider has five
starter packs of Topps
Star Wars Galactic
Connexions to give away!

Each pack comes with 14 discs,
including a guaranteed ultra-rare
disc. The set features 75 characters
from across the Star Wars saga with
a wide variety of disc colors and rare

foils to chase. There’s also a new
ultra-rare purple lightsaber disc
and a new solid 14 karat gold disc
featuring Princess Leia in her
Boushh disguise.

To win a starter pack, contact
us using the address on page 3 by
April 12, 2016! Please label your
entry “But where’s the bubblegum?”

Disney Parks are welcoming a new 
character from Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens. First Order stormtroopers 
have already appeared in Disneyland 

in Anaheim, California, and Disney’s Hollywood 
Studios in Orlando, Florida, but soon they’ll 
be joined by their boss. Kylo Ren will be 
moving into Star Wars Launch Bay. The Launch 
Bay is present in each park and designed to 
showcase and celebrate all eras of Star Wars. 
The location is fi lled with displays featuring 
costumes, props, and vehicle models from all 
the fi lms and animated series—including the 
fi rst three-dimensional replicas of lightsabers 
belonging to characters such as Ezra Bridger 
and Ahsoka Tano.

In addition to the display cases and 
a shop overfl owing with limited and exclusive 
merchandise, Star Wars Launch Bay has a 
few meet-and-greet opportunities. You can 
visit the cantina to run into fan-favorite bounty 
hunter, Boba Fett, queue up for entrance to 
the secret Resistance base, where you’ll 
encounter Chewbacca (he gives excellent 
hugs—don’t worry, Maz Kanata won’t be 
jealous if you snag one!), and soon you’ll be 
able to board the bridge of Kylo Ren’s First 
Order Star Destroyer. Kylo Ren will be 
stationed aboard his bridge in Disney Parks 
beginning February 2016. Insider understands 
that he has been asked not to destroy the 
location with his lightsaber!  

You can also enroll your younglings in 
Jedi Training: Trials of the Temple. The 
recently upgraded Jedi Training Academy 
pits Padawans against the usual suspects 

arth Vader and Darth Maul, plus they have 
added a new foe: Seventh Sister from Star 
Wars Rebels.

Finally, if you’re aboard Disney Cruise 
Line’s Disney Fantasy for any of their Star 
Wars Day at Sea cruises this winter and 
spring (they’re setting sail through April), 
you’ll be able to meet another fearsome 
member of the First Order. Captain Phasma 
is aboard the ship for photos and to meet her 
fans —whether allies of the First Order or 
otherwise. It’s probably not a good idea to 
ask her about the ship’s trash compactor.

VILLAINOUS 
ENCOUNTERS

INSIDER LOVES
TOPPS CONNECT THE SAGA! 

Retail price is $9.99 and
the product is available

exclusively in Walmart and
on Walmart.com

AVE YOU?

ORE TO SAYE TO SAYE TO SAY

y

MORERETopps Star Wars: The Force Awakens 
Series 1 and Topps Star Wars High Tek 
are also out now!
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Nominations for the 88th 
Annual Academy Awards 
were announced on January 14, 
2016, and The Force Awakens 

received several nods. The latest Star 
Wars fi lm was nominated in the following 
fi ve categories:

Original Score: John Williams
Film Editing: Maryann Brandon and 
Mary Jo Markey
Sound Mixing: Andy Nelson, Christopher 
Scarabosio, and Stuart Wilson
Visual Effects: Roger Guyett, Patrick 
Tubach, Neal Scanlan, and Chris Corbould
Sound Editing: Matthew Wood and 
David Acord

No Star Wars fi lm since 1977’s A New 
Hope has received so many nominations, 
though the saga has quite the track 
record when it comes to the Oscars. 

STAR WARS, 1977
10 Nominations, six wins for Original 
Score, Costume Design, Sound Mixing, 
Art Direction, Visual Effects, and Film 
Editing. Special Achievement award 
for Sound Effects Editing

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, 1980
Three nominations, one win for 
Sound. Special Achievement award 
for Visual Effects 

RETURN OF THE JEDI, 1983
Four nominations. 
Special Achievement Award for 
Visual Effects

THE PHANTOM MENACE, 1999
Three nominations

ATTACK OF THE CLONES, 2002
One nomination

REVENGE OF THE SITH, 2005
One nomination

If you count the Special Achievement 
Awards, the seven Star Wars fi lms have 
garnered 30 nods from the Oscars. It’s 
a high number for movies that are part 
of a franchise/series. The only other 
franchise on equal footing is The Lord 
of the Rings trilogy (2001-2003) directed 
by Peter Jackson; the next closest series 
in the running are Star Trek (1979-) and 
Batman (1989-) with 15 Oscar nominations 
each. Since The Force Awakens is only the 
fi rst of many new Star Wars movies in the 
years ahead, the franchise is likely to pull 
away into the lead.

The 88th Academy Awards took place 
on February 28, 2016, in Los Angeles, 
California and we’ll bring you full 
coverage next issue! 

It’s a testament to the skills of Disney 
that they can make running long 
distances an enjoyable experience. 
runDisney’s mission statement is, 

“When you run Disney, every mile is 
magic.” They deliver on the statement 
with themed races through their parks, 
including Star Wars ones. Star Wars half 
marathon weekends happen at both the 
Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, California 
and the Walt Disney World Resort in 
Orlando, Florida. The weekend of exercise 
includes three days of events: a 5K on 
Friday, a 10K on Saturday, and a half 
marathon on Sunday.

The Disneyland Resort Star Wars
Half Marathon took place January 15-17, 
2016. The races began at 5:30 am each 
morning to ensure the parks would open 
on time. Despite the hour, smiles could 
be seen on the day of the 5K event as the 
runners went to their designated corrals. 
Participants were dressed in a mix of 
running attire, costumes, or in my case, 
Star Wars pajama pants. Once the run 
began, runners and walkers followed 

paths throughout the streets around the
theme parks and inside Disneyland and 
Disney California Adventure. 

Three photo stations along the route 
allowed runners to pause to snap pictures 
with Chewbacca, BB-8, and R2-D2, and 
C-3PO. Disney employees, and friends 
and family of the 
runners, stood 
along the sides 
of the route to 
offer support 
with encouraging 
signs or high-fi ves. 

If you’re 
interested in seeing 
how Star Wars and 
running mix 
together, the Walt 
Disney World 
Resort’s Star Wars
Half Marathon -The 
Dark Side will take 
place on April 14-
17, 2016. It’s 
probably too late to 
register, but you 
can visit runDisney.
com to learn where 
you can cheer the 
runners on!

THE NOMINATIONS GO TO...

The Modal Nodes: Nicole Buompensiero,
Gail Savidge, and Kimberly Markey

Ackbar: Holly Frey

Willrow Hood:
Michael Bender
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Star Wars Rebels takes place just three years before the events of A New Hope,
and the crew of the Ghost is rather involved in the growing rebel movement. Given
that, it’s only natural for familiar faces to appear. We’ve seen several characters 
from the Star Wars fi lms on the Disney XD animated series already: Lando 

Calrissian, Yoda, Obi-Wan Kenobi, Bail Organa, R2-D2, and C-3PO, among others. With 
Bail Organa around, the stage was set for a younger Princess Leia Organa to appear. She 
made her debut on the show in January. Julie Dolan, who has voiced Leia in Star Wars: 
Uprising, Disney Infi nity 3.0, and in Disney Parks’ Star Tours attraction, stepped in to play 
the regal leader.

In the years preceding A New Hope, Princess Leia had to walk a dangerous line. Star 
Wars Rebels executive producer/supervising director, Dave Filoni, says, “One of the 
complex challenges of depicting Leia in Star Wars Rebels is that we have to remind the 
audience that she is part of the Empire at this point. She doesn’t believe in the Empire, 
but she is acting the part, almost as a double agent. The Empire sees her as a privileged 
princess who runs mercy missions to wayward worlds, but in truth she is much stronger 
and more dangerous than they imagine.”

Ezra certainly saw her in that role and pointed out that since she’s a princess, 
she doesn’t have to risk her life. In typical Leia fashion, she told him that because she 
can fi ght, she feels like she has to for those who cannot. And that’s why she’ll always 
be royalty.

RETURN OF A REBEL 
PRINCESS

10    INSIDER

Alan Dean Foster returned to 
the Star Wars universe to pen 
the novelization for Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens. 

In order to avoid any sort of 
accidental early release and the 
reveal of spoilers, the hardcover 
edition of the novel, as well as the 
audiobook, were held from shelves 
until January 5, 2016, while the e-book 
was available the day of the fi lm’s 
release, December 18, 2015. The 
hardcover made it to #1 on the New 
York Times bestseller list within ten 
days of release, Lucasfi lm senior editor 
Jennifer Heddle announced on Twitter 
(you can follow her at @jenheddle).

As mentioned, this isn’t the fi rst 
time Foster has penned stories for 
Lucasfi lm. He wrote the novelization 
for A New Hope and the Legends titles 
Splinter of the Mind’s Eye and The 
Approaching Storm. His recent short 
story, “Bait”, was published in Star 
Wars Insider 162 and stars Grummgar 
from The Force Awakens. Grummgar 
is the sketchy-looking, massive 
Dowutin spotted hanging out with 
Bazine Netal inside Maz Kanata’s 
castle on Takodana.

The Force Awakens novelization 
is more than a straight adaptation of 
the fi lm. Like the other novelizations 
before it, the book adds details not 
seen in the movie. 

It includes extras such as 
information on how Poe Dameron 
escaped from Jakku, how Rey 
brushed the dark side while dueling 
Kylo Ren, and more intriguing details!
Read more from Alan Dean Foster on 
page 36.

THE NOVELIZATION 

AWAKENS
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The Ghost won’t be getting any 
days off in the near future. 
The fi ght against the Empire 
continues and so will Star Wars 

Rebels. Disney XD has renewed the show 
for a third season; it’s already 
in production and scheduled 
to premiere in 2016. The show 
just brought in Princess Leia, 
and we have yet to see what part 
the mysterious character known 
as Old Master will play. Frank Oz 
is reprising his role as Yoda, and 
a new Inquisitor is entering the 
equation. We’re not even going 
to touch on what could be ahead 
between Darth Vader and his 
former Padawan, Ahsoka Tano. 
And then there’s that intriguing 
shot of Ezra holding a tri-saber 
similar to the weapon brandished 
by Kylo Ren in Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens! What can it all 
possibly mean? 

With so many exciting possibilities 
on the horizon for the current season, 
the stakes can only go up for Season 
Three. Lucasfi lm senior vice president 
of development Kiri Hart says, “We’re 
very proud of our incredibly creative 

THE REBELLION

CONTINUES

Rebels team. The show continues to tell 
fun, heartfelt, exciting new Star Wars
stories week after week, and it’s beloved 
by fans of all ages. Season Three will see 
our rebel heroes face new obstacles 
and fi nd new allies in their fi ght against 
the Empire.” The lives of the heroes 
will apparently be changed forever 
after a series of critical events in 
Season Two.

Disney XD reported Star Wars Rebels
is the number 1 program on the channel 
for adults ages 18-49 and #2 for kids 
ages 6-11. 
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WHY THE STAR WARS 
SAGA’S NEWEST BAD GUY 
IS ALSO THE MOST DANGEROUS. 
WORDS: BRYAN YOUNG

THE POWER OF 
THE DARK SIDE: 
KYLO REN

“Villains have been 
so important in fi lm 
history,” Roger Ebert 
once said, “you could 

almost argue there wouldn’t be 
movies without them. Film is the 
most dynamic storytelling known 
to man and it lends itself to 
melodrama and confl ict: good 
guys versus bad guys.” And of 
Star Wars specifi cally, he said 
that, “each fi lm is only as good 
as its villain.” 

It’s hard to argue with a man 
held as the gold standard of fi lm 
criticism, and it’s through this lens 
we’ll be taking a look at Kylo Ren 
and what he adds to Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens.

Through the entire classic 
saga, the heroes of the Republic, 
then the Rebellion, are plagued 
by the phantom menace, Darth 
Sidious, and his grand plan for the 
Sith. Along the way he had some 
of the most fearsome right hands 
of doom, from Darth Maul and 
Count Dooku to General Grievous 
before fi nally settling on the worst 
of them all: Darth Vader. Each of 
these villains were some of the best 
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to grace the silver screen, but the 
shadow of Darth Vader looms large 
in the newest installment of the 
Skywalker saga of Star Wars fi lms. 

We talked to a number of Star 
Wars experts about what they think 
makes a great villain and how Kylo 
Ren stacks up to this standard.

Paul S. Kemp is the author of Lords 
of the Sith, which made him a logical 
fi rst choice to turn to:

“A great villain is one whose 
villainy makes sense, whose drives 
are understandable, even if not 
sympathetic. We don’t know all 
of Kylo’s backstory, but he appears 
in some ways to have been a 
failure, as both an aspiring Jedi 
and perhaps also as a son. That 
sense of failure and the insecurity 
it creates festered, and to overcome 
both he turned to Vader, who—
to Kylo—embodied strength, 
confi dence, power, and maybe 
even served as a kind of proxy 
father fi gure since Han, obviously, 
did not. That’s all relatable, right? 
We can understand that. Of course, 
emulating Vader doesn’t actually 
fi ll his emotional holes, so he 
piles frustration and rage onto his 
insecurity and boom, we’ve got 
this emotionally rich character 
who vacillates between a rage- 
fi lled teenager and a frightening 
would-be Sith Lord. He’s a 

character on the edge—or 
the bridge, if you prefer—
and we’re watching his 

formative years.
I found even the small 

glimpse of him we got 
in the fi lm to be a 

fascinating one.”

INSIDER 13    



“A GREAT VILLAIN 
HAS TO BE MORE THAN 
JUST AN OBSTACLE; 
THEY HAVE TO MEAN 

SOMETHING TO 
THE AUDIENCE, TO 

THE STORY.”
—C. ROBERT CARGILL

Holly Frey is the host of the top-rated 
podcast Stuff You Missed in History 
Class, but is also an intense Star Wars 
fan who writes for StarWars.com:

“To me, the ingredients for making 
a great villain are: intensity, style, 
charisma, unpredictability, and a 
steadfast belief that their cause is just.

In Kylo Ren, we’re seeing the kernel 
of a true villain—almost like a villain 
embryo. He’s got all the ingredients, 
and we’re actually getting to see the 
evil souffl é bake. That makes for an 
interesting ride, because you don’t 

actually know how it will turn out. Seeing 
a villain wobble in their development 
is really compelling.

On a scale of Ozzel to Greedo, 
both great villains that I love, I’d wager 
Kylo Ren is somewhere around Bossk, 
which is high praise indeed.”

C. Robert Cargill is a long time fi lm 
critic, the author of Dreams and 
Shadows, and is the screenwriter of 
upcoming Dr. Strange motion picture 
for Marvel Studios. Here’s his take on 
Kylo Ren:

“A great villain has to be more 
than just an obstacle; they have to mean 
something to the audience, to the story. 
They have to represent some ideal or 
philosophy or concept that makes 
them more than just something we 
want to see stopped. They have to 
deepen the story every bit as much 
as the hero does.  The most 
interesting thing about Kylo Ren 
is the meta nature of him. Here 
we have a movie that wants to 
live up to the legend of a nearly 
40 year-old franchise, and in it 
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we have a villain that wants to live 
up to the legend of the villain in that 
franchise. Ren is always grasping 
for that legend, trying to live up to 
it, worried at every moment that he 
might not be able to be the man his 
grandfather was—that he might fail 
himself, his grandfather, and in a 
very meta way, us, the audience. It’s 
a bold thematic statement worn on 
its sleeve and I admire it for that.” 

Michael A. Stackpole is a legendary 
name amongst Star Wars fans, as he 
wrote I, Jedi, and the fi rst fi ve books 
of the X-Wing series, among others.
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“A good villain is driven, 
internally consistent, ruthless 
and remorseless and, for me, 
elegant. Kylo Ren hits most of 
those attributes pretty well. 
I the presentation and I am 
looking forward to seeing 
what happens next.”

Amy Ratcliffe is a world-renowned 
expert on Star Wars, a fellow 
contributor to Star Wars Insider, 
and co-host of the Full of Sith 
podcast:

“The most interesting villains 
are confl icted ones. I want someone 
who is unsure and pulled between 
good and bad, light and dark. I’m 
also fascinated by villains who act 
based on righteous intentions. 
That’s incredibly dangerous. And 
Kylo Ren—he is unquestionably 
torn. He wants to be as cold and 
ruthless as Darth Vader, but he 
feels a pull to the light. His 
emotions, rash behavior, and 
uncertainty make him fascinating.

Kylo Ren is the villain Star 
Wars needed. In some ways, 
he’s a parallel of Luke. When Luke 
underwent his training, he was 
focused on pursuing the light side 
but he was tempted, albeit briefl y, 
by the dark side. Kylo’s dealing 
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with the opposite, and it makes 
him a formidable threat, and more 
nuanced than the villains who have 
come before him. In the scene when 
Kylo kills his father, I tear up fi rst 
when Kylo says, ‘I’m being torn 
apart.’ His emotion is so raw. I’ve 
never felt that from another villain 
in Star Wars.”

As the author of Aftermath, the 
fi rst book bridging the divide 
between Return of the Jedi and 
The Force Awakens, Chuck Wendig
wouldn’t let us not take his opinion 
on Kylo Ren’s villainy:

“For me, a villain at the surface 
has to be cool and has to be scary, 
right? Like, you need someone 
who is a real bad news kind of 
character, someone who enters the 
scene and, with presence,  lets you 
feel awe in the truest sense of the 
word. But that’s not really enough, 
to me. You have to go deeper, you 
have to have a villain who has more 
going on—remember, villains don’t 
know they’re the villains. They think 
they’re the heroes! They are the 
protagonists of their own story. 
Vader is great when he fi rst steps 
onto the Tantive IV, but he gets 

“KYLO REN IS THE VILLAIN STAR WARS 
NEEDED. IN SOME WAYS, HE’S A PARALLEL 

OF LUKE.”—AMY RATCLIFFE
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“A GREAT VILLAIN
IS THE SORT THAT

CAN HAVE A
CONVERSATION
WITH THE HERO,

BECAUSE YOU
KNOW IT’S

GOING TO BE
A FASCINATING

CONVERSATION.”
—CHUCK WENDIG

really interesting with The Empire Strikes Back 
when you learn that he’s—uh, spoiler—Luke’s 
father. That utterly complicates both his and 
Luke’s mission and lends an emotional 
challenge that wasn’t there before. Kylo Ren 
gets that complication earlier, right out of the 
gate with The Force Awakens—he’s far more 
human than Vader is, and far earlier in his 
journey of transformation to the dark side, too. 
He’s scary because he’s familiar to us. He’s 
scary because he’s human—not some 
killing machine, but a person who 
believes—or who is gaslighting 
himself into believing—in the 
crusade he’s undertaking. For 
me, a great villain is the sort 
that can have a conversation 
with the hero, because 
you know it’s going to 
be a fascinating 
conversation. 
When I look for 
examples 
of great 

villains, one that 
I always come to 

is René Belloq from 
Raiders of the Lost Ark, 

every conversation he has 
with Indiana Jones reminds 

the audience that he’s merely 
a shadowy refl ection of our hero. 

Kylo Ren does the same for Han 
Solo, not only in their one scene 

together, but through every other 
interaction he has as well. We see 
that all of the elements that made 
Han Solo and Anakin Skywalker 
great characters separately combine 
to make a monster.

Kylo Ren is every bit the shadow 
of Luke as he is his own father and 
grandfather. Where Luke would 
rather kill himself than kill or join 
his father in the dark side, Kylo Ren 
would rather kill his father than 
embrace the light. 

It’s a stunning parallel that allows us 
to add Kylo Ren to the pantheon of Star 
Wars villains and we know that he will 
hold his own amongst that number.”

You can follow Bryan Young
on twitter @swankmotron.

HAVE YOU?

MORE TO SAY
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Everyone knows that the 
original Star Wars toys 
were based on character 
likenesses in the movie, 
but there was one time 

that direction was reversed. The 
story goes all the way back to 1977 
and the second wave of Star Wars 
fi gures. There were to be a lot of 
aliens in that second series including 
Hammerhead, Greedo, Walrus Man, 
and Snaggletooth. When Kenner 
started producing an action fi gure 
they would usually receive reference 
photography from Lucasfi lm. For 
the Snaggletooth fi gure, they received 
very little photography and no photos 
of the full character. An image like 
one they would have received is 
shown above. What did the fi gure’s 
lower half look like? Notice also that 
the photo is in black-and-white, not 

color, presenting another problem
for Kenner. What color should the
character’s clothing be?

Kenner had no idea, so 
they made it up. The fi gure, 
understandably, was designed 
as tall as the rest of the characters 
at 3-3/4”. The outfi t would be blue. 
And, in an apt decision for the 70s, 
Kenner put him in bright silver 
disco boots. The designer, who 
worked at an outside design fi rm 
called Marrk Design Group, 
decided that Snaggletooth needed 
a belt. For inspiration, he looked 
at his business card, which had 
an interesting logo, and turned 
it into his belt 
buckle (see 
right  and 
below).

This fi gure, 
dubbed “Blue 
Snaggletooth” 
by collectors, 
was a pack in 
for the Cantina 
Adventure Set 
(opposite page, 
top right), 

THE TALE OF THE 
BLUE SNAGGLETOOTH
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But soon Lucasfi lm was calling. 
Kenner had gotten it all wrong.  
Snaggletooth was short, his costume 
was red, and he certainly didn’t wear 
disco boots. Instead, he had hairy 
bare feet. So, Kenner went back to 
the drawing board. Fortunately, they 
only had to recreate the legs and give 
Snaggletooth a new paint job (left).  

The torso didn’t change, and 
therefore, neither did the belt. 

And that’s where our story 
takes an interesting turn.

 It was about this time 
that Lucasfi lm started work 

on the infamous Star Wars 
Holiday Special, which was 

to air over Thanksgiving 
1978. They were pulling 
out many of the old 
costumes and masks, 
but at some point 
decided to make 

a new costume for 
Snaggletooth. In an 
ironic twist, the new 
costume was put on a 
full-sized actor, making 
the character tall like the 
original Kenner fi gure. 

While the red costume was 
kept—including the black shoulder 
strip seen on the fi gure—the actor’s 
feet were adorned in dark shoes, 
abandoning both silver disco boots 
and hairy bare feet. 

But the most interesting thing 
about the Holiday Special 
Snaggletooth costume is the belt. 

a playset that was an 
exclusive in the Sear’s 
Christmas Wishbook. 
In addition to Blue 
Snaggletooth, the set 
included the other three 
wave two cantina aliens as 
well as a simple cardboard 
backdrop showing the outside 
of the cantina. The Blue Snaggletooth 
was never offered on a cardback or 
anywhere else except this exclusive set,
making it one of the rarer fi gures of the 
entire vintage line.

The belt matches the design of the 
Kenner action fi gure, making this 
fi gure the only one in the line to inform 
a costume design rather than the other 
way around.  

The Holiday Special only aired 
once, but the Snaggletooth fi gure 
(red version) was made all the way 
up until the line ended, appearing on 
Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back, 
and Return of the Jedi cardbacks.
However, Blue Snaggletooth wasn’t 
fi nished. He was produced again in 
2004 when Hasbro decided to revive 
the tall blue-costumed fi gure in a 
Screen Scenes pack that featured the 
Cantina; reminiscent of the original 
presentation of Blue Snaggletooth. 

Blue Snaggletooth’s most recent 
incarnation was as the character 
Morlimur Snugg in the Star Wars: 
The Clone Wars episode “Revival”. 
Dave Filoni, supervising director of 
The Clone Wars series, who no doubt 
inspired the appearance, has dropped 
several vintage toy nods into both The 
Clone Wars and Star Wars Rebels.

Of course, the most interesting 
thing about every one of these 
Snaggletooth incarnations is the belt 
buckle. The logo from the business 
card of a designer in the 70s still 
adorns Snaggletooth’s belt to this day.  

And that’s a Star Wars tale 
worth telling. a

Words: Cj Fawcett
Action fi gure photos: 
themanwhoshotlukeskywalker 

SNAGGLETOOTH WAS SHORT, HIS COSTUME WAS RED, 
AND HE CERTAINLY DIDN’T WEAR DISCO BOOTS!

INSIDER 21    



ART
AWAKENS 2

THE



MORE AMAZING ART THAT ESTABLISHED 

THE STUNNING LOOK OF STAR WARS: THE FORCE 

AWAKENS, REVEALED. 
Abrams’ The Art of Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens is available now! 

Kylo Ren arrives on Jakku.
Art by Ryan Church. 



A First Order stormtrooper. 
Art by Glyn Dillon. 



Kylo Ren. 
Art by Glyn Dillon. 

Kylo Ren’s mask. 
Art by Glyn Dillon. 



Captain Ithano. 
Art by Luke Fisher.

The Millennium Falcon 
speeds through 
hyperspace.
Art by James Clyne



Castle Alien CO77. 
Art by Ivan Manzella.

A First Order snowtrooper. 
Art by Glyn Dillon.  



MAX VON SYDOW’S BRIEF, BUT PIVOTAL, 

ROLE AS THE MYSTERIOUS EXPLORER 

LOR SAN TEKKA KICK STARTS THE EVENTS 

OF STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS. Max Von Sydow

Born in Sweden in 1929, Max Von 

Sydow’s impressive resume includes 

roles such as Jesus Christ in The 

Greatest Story Ever Told (1965). He 

was a regular in Ingmar Bergman’s 

fi lms, including The Seventh Seal 

(1957), Wild Strawberries (1957) and 

The Virgin Spring (1960). He became 

well known to American audiences 

with his powerful performance as 

Father Merrin in The Exorcist (1973).  

In 1983 he was directed by The 

Empire Strikes Back’s Irvin Kershner 

in Never Say Never Again in which he 

played James Bond’s deadliest foe, 

Ernst Stavro Blofeld. 

He’s no stranger to science fi ction 

and fantasy movies, with appearances 

as Judge Fargo in Judge Dredd (1995), 

Director Lamar Burgess in Minority 

Report (2003), and, most memorably, 

as Ming the Merciless in Flash 

Gordon (1980).

Max Von Sydow on Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens
Speaking at the London premiere of Star Wars: The Force Awakens, Von Sydow said:
“I was very impressed, because this fi lm is an enormous piece of work. Personally, I don’t know how to make a fi lm of this size, so I’m very impressed by somebody who can handle this kind of project, and have a vision. Also, it’s not just about Star Wars, it’s not just about the adventure, it’s also about a message. It’s a message of enthusiasm and also of wanting to put things right.“I’ve been a Star Wars fan from the beginning. I had a young boy at the time the fi rst movie was released which made it even more important. I wish the Star Wars saga a good continuation.”

Special thanks to James Burns and Mark Newbold
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“I have traveled too far and 

seen too much to ignore the 

despair in the galaxy. Without 

the Jedi, there can be no 

balance to the Force.” 

Lor San Tekka to 

Commander Poe Dameron

INSIDER 29    



LAST ISSUE, INSIDER’S BRYAN YOUNG GAVE US THE FIRST PART OF HIS INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR 

JOHN MADDEN AND PRODUCER TOM VOEGELI, TWO THIRDS OF THE CREATIVE FORCE BEHIND THE 

STAR WARS AUDIO DRAMAS. IN PART ONE, THEY TALKED ABOUT HOW THEY GOT THE JOB, WHAT IT 

WAS LIKE INCORPORATING THE SOUNDS OF BEN BURTT, AND HOW GREAT IT WAS TO WORK WITH 

THAT FINAL CREATIVE THIRD, BRIAN DALEY. IN THIS ISSUE, WE GET A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES 

AND A LOOK AT ONE POSSIBLE FUTURE FOR STAR WARS ON THE RADIO.

Which additional scene 
was your favorite?
Tom Voegeli: Han has 
ridden out on a tauntaun 

to rescue Luke, and you see in the 
fi lm he cuts the tauntaun open with 
the lightsaber and sticks Luke into 
it to warm him up. But there’s a 
scene in the radio production that 
takes place in sort of a big wet tent, 
where they spend the night waiting 
to get rescued. It’s a scene that works 
really, really well on radio. Radio 
works best in the most intimate 
scenes; the perfect radio perspective 
is internal dialogue. A scene with just 
two people is more effective on radio. 
Where radio isn’t as good is the battle 
and action scenes. In part, because you
just can’t cut to a new shot the way you
can in fi lm, the listener has to know where 
the microphone is. So a lot the battle 
scenes cut from a cockpit perspective, 
right to a command center perspective, 
but they don’t cut back and forth quickly, 
because you couldn’t follow that, because 
you don’t have the visual clues to cut that 
much. But that scene on Hoth is a really 
nice scene for both of those reasons. 

Which scene was the most challenging 
scene to adapt?
John Madden: I made it my particular 
challenge to try to make sure we could 
handle the battle scenes as well, which 
I think we did manage to do. I mean, 
obviously what you can’t do is cut 

cockpits of X-wings and so forth. You have
to adopt a slightly different technique and
take the perspective of one or another. 
But we manipulated that as far as we 
could and broke a lot of rules about the 
way you normally construct radio drama, 

35
TH  

ANNIVERSARY! 

LE FUTURE FOR STAR WARS ON THE

simultaneous tween h d ferent
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Opposite page:
Topps Trading Cards
art for The Empire
Strikes Back
Illustrated set.

This page, from
top: Darth Vader
storms Echo Base;
writer Brian Daley
poses while Tom
Voegli and John
Madden work with
his script; the poster
heralding the
adaptation of The
Empire Strikes Back
featuring art by
Ralph McQuarrie.

partly because we felt we could
because the audience sort of had
a map.
Tom Voegeli: Actually, it was 
hardest to nail the sound when 
the X-wing sinks into the swamp 
on Dagobah. It’s not really an action 
scene, but that was very diffi cult 
to work out. One of the things 
I was really proud of was the use 
of music. Obviously, most of the 
music comes from the fi lm scores. 
You’ll hear a few cues that are 
onlywind instruments. I had this 
notion to have some cues that 
the strings and brass didn’t 
play on. We recorded a few 
additional music cues that 
we added in because of the 
additional scenes and pacing. 

ttll bb f lf ltt lldd
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How did you approach recasting
some of these iconic roles?
John Madden: We did do as much
as we could to cast as many of
the original cast-members as
we could. In the end, we were
able to use Mark Hamill and
Anthony Daniels. Harrison Ford
had a massively time-consuming
movie career by that point. And
we couldn’t get access to Carrie
Fisher either. The way we
approached casting the other
roles was inevitably, for me, to
keep in mind the sense, sensibility,
even perhaps the vocal qualities
of the actor whose roles they were
taking. There was no massive
difference in approach in terms
of the way we dealt with it. I just
approached it as I would any other
radio drama, with the exception that
the new cast already had a field
map in their heads, just like the
audience listening to it did. It was
almost as if we had rehearsed with
them for two or three weeks

because they came armed with a
sense of what the material was.

I have to say that Tony Daniels
had very interesting opinions as to
how radio drama worked, partly
because he’s British and had grown
up listening to it. Mark Hamill was
brilliant at it. Some actors just did
radio well and understood what the
requirements were and knew how
to allow a lot of dynamism in their
voice, but not to push it to far. Mark
really made it sing, actually. He was
very good. Because he was the star
of the films and the radio version,
he tended to impart those qualities
to the people he was acting with, so
that was very helpful.

Tom Voegeli: Since the cast was 
not identical, we were worried that 
it might be disappointing. We had 
some key members of the original 
cast, but it worked. And Brock 
Peters was a very good Darth Vader.

How did the recording
process work? 
Tom Voegeli: We did all the dialogue 
and sound effects fi rst, so the 
actors were in the studio. We did 
a lot of the scenes on a stereo 
microphone, so the actors were 
blocked. They’d come in off mic left 
and move on mic right, crossing the 
center of the stereo spectrum. 

This page,
clockwise from
top: Anthony
Daniels and Mark
Hamill share a joke;
Daniels in full flight;
David Clennon as
Admiral Motti,
Keene Curtis as
Grand Moff Tarkin,
and Brock Peters as
Darth Vader.

Opposite page
from top: Luke
evades Boba Fett;
The Emperor and
Darth Vader confer.

“MARK HAMILL WAS BRILLIANT. 
HE REALLY MADE THE DRAMA SING. 

HE WAS VERY GOOD.”—JOHN MADDEN 
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We did have mics set up in isolation
booths for a couple of things. For 
Brock Peters’ Darth Vader, who 
needed  an effect put on him 
afterwards, and we wanted that 
effect controlled. C-3PO, Anthony 
Daniels, those guys are all 
recorded in isolation booths 
with the actors in the scene on 
the other side of the glass. But 
they were recorded there, all with 
ancient technology, all the dialogue 
recording, at least for the fi rst two 
productions, on four-track analog 
tape. Typically, the stereo mic would 
be recorded on two of those tracks 
and then two isolation mics were 
available on the two other tracks. 
The only place where we would 
break that down was if it was an 
outdoor scene. The way to pull that 

off in studio was to tight mic them
and put everybody on a different 
mic, but you have to record 
everybody in isolation from each 
other because obviously you’re 
going to hear a huge studio bleed 
crew, somebody yelling “Hey, Luke!” 
off thirty feet in the studio. So we 
would record “Hey, Luke!” on a 
really tight mic and then, even 
if it was straight on, like, Uncle 
Owen walking toward Luke from 
a distance that would be done 
by fading it down then then fading 
it up.

Why are the Star Wars radio 
dramas still popular today?
John Madden: You own the radio 
experience. You’re projecting the 

THE LIVES OF THE STAR WARS 
RADIO DRAMA CAST! 
Perry King (Han Solo) is the great-great-great-great-
grandson of Roger Sherman, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. He appeared as the 
President of the U.S.A. in the blockbuster, The Day After 
Tomorrow, but is best known as detective Cody Allen in 
the TV series, Riptide. 

Ann Sachs (Princess Leia) made her Broadway debut 
in 1977, opposite Frank Langella in the Tony Award-
winning production of Dracula. A busy performer 
on—and off—Broadway, she collaborated with four 
other actresses and the singing group, The Roches, 
to write Mama Drama, a play published in 1990. 

Brock Peters (Darth Vader) had the daunting task 
of taking over from James Earl Jones as the iconic 
villain. Best known for portraying Tom Robinson in 
To Kill a Mockingbird alongside Gregory Peck, he 
delivered the eulogy at the actor’s funeral in 2003. 
Peters also appeared in two Star Trek fi lms and had 
a recurring role in the spin-off, Deep Space Nine. He 
sang background vocals on the 1956 hit “The Banana 
Boat Song (Day-O)” by Harry Belafonte. Peters passed 
away on August 23, 2005.  

Kale Browne (Biggs Darklighter) was once married 
to Karen Allen, best known for playing Marion 
Ravenwood in Raiders of the Lost Ark and Indiana
 Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. He is 
best known for long running roles in the soap operas 
One Life to Live and Another World.  

Meshach Taylor (Wedge Antillies) was Emmy-
nominated for his role as Anthony Bouvier on the 
CBS sitcom Designing Women (1986–93). He was 
also known for his portrayal of the camp window 
dresser, Hollywood Montrose, in the movie, 
Mannequin. He passed away on June 28, 2014. 

David Clennon (Motti) was nominated for an Emmy 
for his portrayal of Miles Drentel in Thirtysomething
and Once and Again. He’s fondly remembered for his 
role as Palmer in the John Carpenter’s cult classic
fi lm The Thing.

Adam Arkin (Fixer) is the son of actor Alan Arkin. His 
career has included roles in TV series such as Frasier
and Picket Fences. He was a victim of slasher favorite, 
Michael Myers, in Halloween: H20 and, more recently, 
has directed episodes of The Americans and Masters 
of Sex.

John Dukakis (a rebel) a rebel, is the son of 
presidential nominee Michael Dukakis. He appeared 
in Jaws 2, become general manager on Prince’s 
Paisley Park studios, and enjoyed a political career, 
including that of legislative assistant to John Kerry.

RADIO STARS! 
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fi lm yourself. So, I think a really good 
radio play sticks in the mind as strongly 
as any movie does. The reason for that 
is the imaginative contribution the 
listener is making in the experience. 

I think it’s a very early precursor 
to something that is now much more 
common, which is that sort of multi-
platform experience. Partially, it’s a 
tribute to what radio drama is and can 
be, and that’s why the famous Orson 
Welles broadcast of War of the Worlds
had people fl eeing their houses in panic 
and so forth! It gets under your skin, 
because you’re imagining it yourself. 

Would you be interested in making 
radio versions of the other movies?
Tom Voegeli: I would do it in a minute, 
frankly. I think John might, if I begged 
him, for old time’s sake! The thing 

about radio drama, it’s just so fun 
to do. 
John Madden: It would be a curiosity 
to do that at this point. I’m open 
to anything. I’ve gone back in 
my career to theater, when I was 
already established as a film director, 
because I am just interested in doing 
that and likewise with television, 
which I spent a lot of my life in 
before I started directing movies, 
so yeah. Why not?

Tom Voegeli: As a matter of fact, I was 
offered the chance to be a mixer on Return 
of the Jedi, but when I was in the middle 
of doing The Empire Strikes Back for radio. 
I got the call to say that they had just moved 
into a new mixing theater and they asked 
me if I wanted to come in to help mix the 
movie. I declined, partially because I was 
in the middle of doing The Empire Strikes 
Back at the time for radio, but I look back 
and think, What was I thinking? This could 
have been my big break in feature films! 

John, if the chance arose to direct one 
of the new Star Wars fi lms, would you 
be interested?
John Madden: Of course I would. Because, 
I think one of the hallmarks of my fi lm 
career has been that it’s quite diffi cult to 
pin down in some respects. I’ve done very 
different kinds of material, and that to me, 
is something to celebrate.a

“I WOULD DO THE PREQUEL OR SEQUEL TRILOGIES IN 
A MINUTE AND I THINK JOHN MIGHT, IF I BEGGED HIM 

FOR OLD TIMES SAKE!”—TOM VOEGELI 

From top: Luke and
Yoda; Vader misses
his quarry.

The Star Wars audio dramas are
available from

www.highbridgeaudio.com

You can follow Bryan Young on
Twitter @swankmotron.

AVE YOU?

MORE TO SAY
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  A CONVERSATION 

THE

ALAN DEAN FOSTER AND MICHAEL KOGGE, RESPECTIVE AUTHORS 

OF STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS ADULT AND JUNIOR 

NOVELIZATIONS, RECENTLY CHATTED TO STAR WARS INSIDER 

ABOUT ADAPTING THE EXCITING BLOCKBUSTER FILM INTO PROSE. 

ALAN DEAN FOSTER
Alan Dean Foster is a veteran of 

science fi ction, having published 

his fi rst novel The Tar-Aiym Krang 

in 1972. His experience ghostwriting 

the original Star Wars novelization 

for George Lucas led him to become 

the publishing industry’s premier 

movie-to-novel writer, and over the 

years he’s adapted everything from 

Alien to J.J. Abrams’s reboot of Star 

Trek. His newest novel is Oshenerth, 

an epic underwater fantasy,  

published by WordFire Press. 

Discover more about his work 

on the web at alandeanfoster.com.

MICHAEL KOGGE
Michael Kogge is an author 

and screenwriter in Los Angeles. 

Most recently, he wrote a Star 

Wars Rebels chapter book series 

for Disney-Lucasfi lm Press, 

co-authored Star Wars: Absolutely 

Everything You Need to Know, 

and penned Batman v Superman: 

Cross Fire, a companion novel to 

the upcoming fi lm. Empire of the 

Wolf, an epic graphic novel about 

werewolves in ancient Rome, is 

his latest original work. You can 

fi nd him online at michaelkogge.com 

or on twitter @michaelkogge.

36    INSIDER



H
ow did you get the 
nod to write The 

Force Awakens?
Alan Dean Foster 
(ADF): Del Rey 

editor Shelly Shapiro got in 

touch with my agent and 

asked if I’d be interested in 

the project.  I was working on 

something else at the time 

and I did have to think about 

it—for a moment, anyway. 

Then I said, sure, that’d be 

fi ne, I’d be “squaring the 

circle” as people have said 

by going back and working 

on the same kind of situation 

after forty years. I was there 

at the beginning and it’s 

kind of nice to be here at 

this point, too. Maybe when 

they do the next trilogy, I’ll 

do Episode XXIII. I don’t 

know. [chuckles] It was 

fun—it actually was fun.

Michael Kogge (MK): I was 

working on another project 

in late May when I received 

a semi-cryptic email from 

Lucasfi lm editor Jennifer 

Heddle which bore the 

subject line, “good news.” 

She mentioned that Disney-

Lucasfi lm Press had liked 

the work I’d done adapting 

Left: Finn and Rey

take flight in the

Millennium Falcon.

Below, left to right: Alan

Dean Foster’s Star Wars: The

Force Awakens novelization;

Michael Kogge’s junior

novelization.

Opposite page, from
top: Alan Dean Foster

photo: Michael Melford;

Michael Kogge photo:

Sandhya Ramadas.
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the animated show Star 

Wars Rebels into junior 

novels and asked if I’d 

be interested in doing 

the same for The Force 

Awakens. Needless to 

say, my imagination 

started spinning into 

another galaxy and 

I don’t think I got many 

more words onto the 

page that day—it was 

good news indeed!

What was your process 
for writing the book?
ADF: It’s the same as 

is has been for every 

novelization, although 

it’s a lot easier now with 

a big Macintosh computer. 

It’s now much easier on 

my eyes.

Basically, I know 

I needed approximately 

three pages of manuscript 

for every page of 

screenplay. That’s 

assuming normal 

novel length and normal 

screenplay length. Then 

I just start expanding 

and keep going until 

I get 80 to 100,000 words. 

I’ll generally end up a 

little short in pages, but 

I know by experience that 

I’m going to add about 

10,000 words during 

revisions. The fi nished 

manuscript, whether 

it’s an original novel or 

novelization, is 96 to 97% 

of the fi nished work. It’s 

like making a wedding 

cake. The cake is the 

bulk, but the fun part is 

putting on the icing and 

the decoration.

MK: Writing a junior novel 

entails a slightly different 

approach to what Alan 

has done with the adult 

book. My challenge is to 

compress the story down 

to its core. This doesn’t 

mean that I simplify or 

produce a “barebones” 

version of the story. What 

it means is that I follow 

the primary thrust of 

the narrative and not 

go off on wild tangents. 

And in many scenes, 

I actually expanded or 

added moments that 

work well in a novel 

but perhaps not so much 

in a fi lm.

Moreover, since the 

book’s aimed at a slightly 

younger audience, I felt 

like I had the responsibility 

to focus as much as I could 

on the cast of younger 

characters—Rey, Finn, 

Poe, and Kylo Ren. 

Writing scenes from 

their points-of-view, 

and then examining these 

characters from Han’s 

perspective, proved to 

be an interesting way 

to show how the young 

and old learn from each 

other, which I feel is one 

of the story’s themes.

When you read the script, 
what fi rst came to mind? 
What did you feel?
ADF: I had no idea what 

was going to happen 

before I read the script. 

I hadn’t pre-read any 

rumors or anything. 

I didn’t know if they were 

going to start out with 

Leia or Han, or Han and 

Chewbacca or what. The 

more I read the script, 

the more I thought, this 

is great, these are all new 

characters. This is what 

Abrams and his team do 

well in reestablishing 

existing franchises. You 

do that by not using the 

traditional characters 

when you can. 

As soon as I got to 

Finn, I thought—and 

I didn’t know he was being 

played by John Boyega—

this is an important aspect 

of the Star Wars universe 

that nobody’s touched 

on. Which is, what is a 

stormtrooper really like 

besides a guy in a plastic 

suit? Here’s a real person 

who’s a stormtrooper. It’s 

a whole different take 

on it.

MK: When I fi rst read the 

script, I looked at the title 

page that read “Episode 
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VII,” allowed myself to smile and 

relish the moment, then just dove

in and got to work. Tight deadlines 

make you do that. They force you 

to commit to the project at hand 

and not revel in what you’re doing. 

Because when you think of the 

audience you’re going to reach, 

particularly with a project that’s 

so highly anticipated, it can be 

intimidating. I was humbled to be 

given the opportunity to write the 

novelization, and all I could do 

was work as hard as I could for 

the next month to produce the 

best manuscript.

How do you view the characters 
from the previous trilogy, 30-or-so 
years removed from the events of 
Return of the Jedi?
ADF: I think they’re all important, 

all the characters who are still 

around. I think Leia’s just as 

important as Han for unifying 

things. Han is versatile and can 

be anybody, essentially. The thing 

I like best about Han’s portrayal 

in the screenplay is that he’s a bit 

world-weary. It’s like, you know, 

“I did all this stuff, I got involved 

with this Rebellion, and now 

I’m stuck being involved with 

the Rebellion, and I’d really 

rather just go have a drink.”

MK: I thought that was a great 

character turn for Han. He’s from 

a damaged relationship. You don’t 

know what specifi cally occurred 

between him and Leia. You can 

imply a lot because of what 

happened to Kylo, but you don’t 

really know anything more except 

that everyone in the Solo family 

is in pain. Essentially, Han has 

regressed to being the same guy 

from the fi rst Star Wars. He’s 

changed a little bit, and he has 

become a better person. But he 

and Chewie still want to go out 

and scour the galaxy, running 

cargo, desperate to reunite with 

their old joyride, the Falcon.

ADF: I also liked how Leia is 

handled in the story. She’s the one 

on which the whole weight of the 

galaxy is resting. It’s basically like, 

all of this is upon me. I’ve got to do 

this alone, because I don’t know 

where my brother is, I don’t know 

where my stupid ex-

husband is. Everything 

is going to ruin and I’ve 

got to try to keep it together 

because everybody’s 

depending on me to run 

the show. She has to try to 

be upbeat. And personally, 

she’s really hurting.

Did you have any favorite 
new characters?
ADF: Maz Kanata. She’s 

a thousand years old, 

she’s got a lot going on 

in her background. She 

was there through the 

whole Empire-Rebellion 

confl ict and before. What 

does she know that she’s 

not telling us in the fi lm? 

I saw her in the vein of 

Ruth Gordon (the actress 

in Rosemary’s Baby and 

Harold and Maude–ed.), 

a kind of sly older person 

whom you know is older 

than dirt. But what is she 

really thinking about 

Main Image:
World-weary hero Han

Solo and Chewbacca.

Opposite page:
Alan Dean Foster

and Michael Kogge

photographed at

Foster’s home by

Stuart Altman.

Below, right: General

Leia: a unifying force in

the galaxy.
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From right: FN-2187

reaches a turning point;

Rey and Unkar Plutt

trade on Jakku.
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“WHEN YOU’RE WRITING A JUNIOR NOVEL YOU ARE LOOKING“WHEN YOU’RE WRITING A JUNIOR NOVEL YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR A COMING OF AGE STORY. REY IS DEFINATELY A GREATFOR A COMING OF AGE STORY. REY IS DEFINATELY A GREAT

VEHICLE FOR THAT.”—MICHAEL KOGGEVEHICLE FOR THAT.”—MICHAEL KOGGE

behind those eyes? What does she really 
know that she’s not telling us? But then I 
always gravitate toward the aliens anyway. 

MK: Rey was my favorite. I love the story 
of the urchin, the rags-to-riches kid. 
When you’re writing a junior or young 
adult novel, you’re looking for that kind 
of angle, the bildsungroman, the coming-
of-age story. Rey is defi nitely a great 
vehicle for that.

ADF: Yeah, you can’t go wrong with 
an orphan. You just can’t.

MK: I also enjoyed writing Unkar 
Plutt. He’s a minor villain, but he’s such 
a slime ball, and the perfect foil for Rey 
when she’s on Jakku. He reminds me 
of one of my favorite characters from 
the prequel trilogy, Watto. A schemer 
who’s always trying to rip someone off 
while patting himself on the back for 
acting generous.

Were there any scenes or 
moments that you liked the 

most in writing?
ADF: My favorite moment 

in the whole story is when 
Kylo Ren is trying to get 
into Rey’s mind. She’s 
resisting and resisting 
and resisting, and suddenly 
he gets blowback, and 
it’s the last thing he’s 
expecting. It shows, I think 
for the fi rst time, that he’s 
vulnerable. I think that 
was my favorite moment 
because that’s where we 
fi rst start to see a hint 
that Rey is more than 
just—I mean, everyone 
suspects that at this 

point, anyway—it’s 
the fi rst point in 

the story where 
we really 

see she has 
capabilities 
beyond being 
resourceful 
and good with 
a staff and 

a blaster.

MK: I like the 
scenes where 
Finn takes up 
the lightsaber. 

A common soldier 
is given a chance 
to wield a weapon 

normally reserved 
for Jedi. His combat 
training shows that 

even though he might 

not be able to tap into the Force, he could 
fi ght Kylo Ren and hold his ground for 
a while.

What did you expand on from the fi lm?
ADF: The scene where Poe hitches a ride 
on Jakku. Because there is nothing in the 
fi lm. There is nothing in the screenplay 
about that. It was important to show how 
Poe returned to D’Qar base. So, I invented 
that scene out of whole cloth.

MK: The e-book of the junior novel 
was released day-and-day with the 
fi lm, but the print edition wasn’t set 
to be published until a month or two 
afterwards, so Lucasfi lm asked me to 
write some special, additional scenes 
to include for it. Among a bunch of new 
scenes, I wrote one about Finn’s training 
for the Jakku mission and another scene 
showing Rey’s prowess with her staff. 
Perhaps my favorite expanded scene in 
the book was the last one I wrote—it’s 
a scene from Chewbacca’s point-of-view 
after a pivotal moment in the story. 
I won’t go into details, but will just say 
that it was a scene I’d wanted to write 
when I was fi nishing the fi rst draft and 
was glad to have the space in the print 
edition for it.

ADF: I also elaborated on the technical 
aspects of the super weapon and had it 
draw on dark energy. I thought that was 
perfect because what better for the dark 
side to use than dark energy, even though 

they’re two different things. That whole 
business in the novelization about 
quintessence and gravitons and heating 
up stuff in the center of the planet, it’s 
all theoretically possible according to 
contemporary physics. Then I did the whole 
thing about the little rip versus the big rip 
as a way of explaining how everything 
happens in a matter of seconds across 
parsecs. You know, you shoot and bang, 
you’re shooting at a solar system, that’s 
however many parsecs away, and everything 
in the fi lm, of course, happens instantly. 
It’ll give fans a lot to talk about. And Neil 
deGrasse Tyson, who I’ve been on TV with 
(though we weren’t on the same stage at 
the same time), won’t yell at me.

MK: I thought your background on the 
super weapon was brilliant. Not only did 
it echo the dark side, but it relied on more 
current science than what was known in 
1977 for the original Star Wars. It’s like as 
science has evolved, so too has Star Wars. 
I used that explanation in my novel—it’s a 
great way to introduce future scientists to 
cutting-edge physics!

Was there anything you like that you had 
to cut? 
ADF: There’s a scene where Han can’t get 
the Millennium Falcon running to escape the 
thugs on the old freighter. Rey tells him “you 
gotta prime the compressor fi rst,” and Han 
reluctantly does that, and then presumably 
the engine turns over and the Falcon works. 
I had Han looking out front and saying 
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without looking over at Rey, “nice 

work, but don’t get cocky, kid.” It’s 

a line I liked, but it didn’t make the 

fi nal cut.

MK: Word count and page length 

requirements for the junior novel 

forced several scenes to be cut, 

and some character’s thoughts 

and motivations to be trimmed. 

I was sad to see some lines go, 

but that’s the nature of the 

beast. If something is not 

essential to the story, it can be 

excised to make a tighter, 

leaner book.

What do you think The Force 

Awakens shares with the rest of 
the saga? 
ADF: I think with the fi rst three 

fi lms, it shares a spirit of fun and 

adventure. It’s not taking itself too 

seriously. There are no galactic 

politics involved. It’s a lot lighter 

and a lot more fun. That’s what, 

particularly, the fi rst fi lm was. 

And I think it defi nitely goes back 

to that spirit in many ways.

MK: When I saw the fi rst Star Wars 

growing up, I felt there was this 

enormous history to the universe, 

just from the few lines Obi-Wan 

spoke to Luke. And there was a 

mystery about this history. You 

would hear tiny remarks about 

it and see glimpses of it in the 

original trilogy, little hints to the 

past like lightsabers and Jedi 

robes, but you don’t see much 

of it. Even though it’s set in the 

future of the Star Wars galaxy, 

The Force Awakens makes 

the universe feel old and 

mysterious again. a

42    INSIDER



DVD AND BLU-RAY COOL APPAREL

TOYS AND GADGETS HOME AND OFFICE

ORDER TODAY @ BBCDOCTORWHOSHOP.COM
USE CODE DWSW16 FOR 10% OFF YOUR ORDER!*

*Expiration date Sept. 30, 2016. Not valid on previous purchases or exchanges. Doctor Who logo TM and c BBC 2012

OFFICIAL SHOP

34654_FourDoctors2015_range_US_200x276.indd   1 16/02/2016   16:27



an exclusive extract from 
star wars battlefront: twilight 
company by alexander freed, 
plus exclusive interview and 
cover commentary. 
art by aaron mcbride

Planet Sullust: 
Day Eighty-Five of 
the Mid Rim Retreat

A
s evening approached in 
Pinyumb, the obsidian of 
the cavern roof slowly lost 
its refracted iridescence. 

The great towers of the city, rising 
from the cave fl oor like stalagmites, 
dimmed their upper lights until the 
dome was lost to blackness. The yellow 
sulfur that clung to the cavern walls 
seemed to turn sickly pale. The rustling 
of ash angel wings came and went as 
the creatures returned from foraging 
to nest.

With the ash angels came the 
people of Pinyumb, arriving in lifts 
and shuttles from the factories of 
the surface or departing their housing 
blocks for the night shifts. There were 
dark and pale humans, gray—skinned 
Sullustans, and rarer species, too. 
Pinyumb was cosmopolitan in its 
way—those willing to toil were 
welcome, and all others were outcasts.

Thara Nyende didn’t linger in the 
streets or stroll along the turquoise 
streams that fl owed by Pinyumb’s 
walkways. She didn’t stop to pick out 
familiar faces from the commuter 
crowds. Like everyone else, she had 
errands to run before curfew. She did, 
however, take the time to nod fi rmly 
in the direction of the stormtroopers 
posted at every shuttle and 
intersection. Only twice did the men 
or women inside the armor nod back.

Thara passed squat, steel—gray 
buildings that bore no signs but that she knew well—a public 
bathhouse, a hospice, a café—and then descended a short fl ight 
of steps hewn from the cavern rock to an unmarked door. She 
hoisted the leather bag slung over her shoulder and pushed inside, 
where her eyes slowly adjusted to the dim cantina lighting. No 
more than a dozen customers were present—nearly all men and 
nearly all old, no matter the species. They were broad—
shouldered and wrinkled, sturdy and scarred from years of work 
in the Inyusu Tor mineral processing facility. Most were gathered 
about a holotable displaying an offworld sporting event, but they 
spoke to one another loud enough to drown out the soft holocast.

“Uncle!” Thara called in the direction of the bar. “I’m here to 
spoil you.”

The man who looked up from the array of nozzles behind 
the bar and started Thara’s way looked old enough to be her 
grandfather rather than her uncle, and if his hair had ever 
matched her bright—blond locks, the color had faded long 
ago. He clapped her on the shoulders as other heads turned 
and aged lips smiled at the young woman.

The voices around the holotable lowered.
“The only person getting spoiled is you,” Thara’s uncle 

said before accepting the leather bag from her hands. “Working 

turning 
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half as long as the rest of us, and paid twice as much! But let’s 
see what you’ve got anyway.”

He placed the bag on an empty table and began to 
rummage through its contents. First out was a tube of ocher 
gel. Thara’s uncle turned it in his hands, then shouted over 
his shoulder, “Myan! Got another tube of burn salve. Boys in 
dorm four still hurting?”

Thara remembered the accident with the dorm four workers. 
They’d been scalded badly when the steam pipes in the magma 
extractors had broken. Some of the workers still hadn’t 
returned to duty. Soon they’d be evicted from their residence.

Myan, a diminutive Sullustan, hobbled over to the table. 
He spoke in his native tongue—too quickly for Thara to fully 
understand, but the tone sounded grateful—and carried the 
salve away.

“Good start,” Thara’s uncle said. Thara smiled at him wryly 
and nearly caught him smiling back. One by one he pulled 
Thara’s donations from the bag—extra food credits, fl u 
tablets, mask fi lters for the men working in the deepest 
ore processors—and, calling his customers to the table, meted 
out gift after gift. Some of the recipients clasped Thara’s hands, 
praised her and her family. Others refused to look at her.

  point
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As her uncle continued sorting through the bag, she drifted 
away and studied the nozzles on the wall behind the bar. Her 
uncle had been repairing them, she saw now—
replacing a fluid valve. He’d left his tools on the
floor. She picked them up and started
working, the way she remembered doing
as a teenager.

“My son gave me a flyer the other
day. Says he’s thinking about joining.”

Thara was close enough to the
holotable now that she could hear
the older workers’ hushed voices.
She didn’t want to hear. She hadn’t
intended to eavesdrop. But she
wasn’t going to leave, either.

“After the accident with the
magma release, he said maybe the
Cobalt Front was right. Maybe we do
need to stand up for ourselves.”

“The Cobalt Laborers’ Reformation
Front,” a second voice sneered, “is a
band of terrorists. They probably caused
the accident in the first place.”

There was murmuring, reluctant agreement.
“Protests are one thing. Riots are another.”

Thara screwed the new valve into place. Cobalt Front members
were terrorists according to Imperial decree. It was a pity; she

thought they might have done some good if they’d stuck to 
talking about safety procedures and factory conditions.

“Is it our fault?” the fi rst voice asked. 
“I know I protected mine. I didn’t tell my 

son what we saw in the Clone Wars.”
The third voice laughed. “Of course you 

didn’t. Your kids would’ve never slept.”
The fi rst man continued. “But 

they would’ve known. They’d see 
why even a hard peace is better 
than—better than the alternative.”

“Just pray the Rebel Alliance 
never notices Sullust. You think 
things are rough now . . .”

Thara tested the attached 
nozzle, caught a trickle of 

something green and sweet 
smelling in her palm.

“No,” a new voice said in 
slow, ragged Sullustan, deliberately 

loud. Thara recognized the rasp of 
toxin—affl icted lungs; the condition was 

becoming increasingly common among the 
workers. Someone tried to shush the new speaker 

as Thara rose from behind the bar. The toxin—affl icted 
man—a withered Sullustan with drooping ears and jowls—kept 
going. “This is not peace. We are all slaves, every one of us, and 

“I  DON’T 
CARE WHO 

HEARS ME. WHAT 
NUNB SAYS WAS 

TRUE: WE TRADED 
OUT LIVES TO BUY 

A THOUSAND YEARS 
OF DARKNESS.THE 
EMPIRE RUNS ON 

THE BLOOD OF OUR 
GRANDCHILDREN!”

WAR STORIES
MEGAN CROUSE MEETS STAR WARS: BATTLEFRONT TWILIGHT 
COMPANY  AUTHOR ALEXANDER FREED. 

Star Wars Insider: How did 
you want your characters’ 
experiences to refl ect on 
the Galactic Civil War?

Alexander Freed: A good tie-in novel, 
I think, exists in conversation with its 
source material. It remains true to its 
inspiration’s thematic core of ideas 
while exploring those ideas in a new 
way. Battlefront: Twilight Company is 
essentially pointing at the fi lms and 
asking, “See those guys getting killed 
in the background of the battle of Hoth? 
It’s got to be rough, being them. 
What toll does it take, physically 
and psychologically, living in the 
trenches of the Galactic Civil War?”

Did you play Battlefront before starting 
to write the novel?
That wasn’t possible, alas, but I wasn’t 
empty-handed either—I was provided with 
a pile of game design documentation and 
concept art to work from, so I had a pretty 
good idea of DICE’s creative goals for the 
project. (And the folks at DICE, of course, 
got to see my book pitches and outlines 
along the way!) My goal was to write 

a book traversing the same territory as 
the game—both conceptually, in terms 
of the massive ground battles of the 
Star Wars universe, and literally in terms 
of the planets—but exploring it in a way 
unique to prose, just as the game captures 
the ground combat experience in a way 
that nothing but a game could.

Why was showing relatively small-scale 
battles important to you?
One of the things that makes Star Wars 
special—and at the same time, something 
that’s very easy to lose in sequels and 
adaptations and so forth—is the sense of 
wonder in those original fi lms. Long-time 
fans know the species of every alien in the 
Mos Eisley cantina and expect our Star 
Destroyers to dwarf a rebel transport, but 
it’s all strange and new and fantastic 
when you’re seeing it for the fi rst time.
Namir isn’t Luke (as if that isn’t obvious!), 
but his lack of experience let me lean 
into that sensibility a bit and try to 
re-emphasize the wonder and terror 
of the Star Wars setting. The Galactic 
Civil War is important because of how its 
horrors trickle down to the common man.

“What tol l  does 
it  take, l iving 

in the trenches 
of the Galactic 

Civi l  War?”
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the Emperor forges stronger chains every year.”
Thara’s uncle was hurrying to the holotable. He squeezed 

the withered man’s arm as the Sullustan propped himself 
against the tabletop and continued to speak. “I don’t care 
who hears me,” the withered man snapped. “What Nunb said 
was true: We traded our lives to buy a thousand years of 
darkness. The Empire runs on the blood of our grandchildren!”

Thara’s uncle forced the man back into his seat. Thara 
looked around the table. The workers were all staring at 
her, silent.

“I’ll be back next week,” she said quietly. “If you need 
something, tell my uncle. I’ll try to help.”

No one spoke as she left the cantina.
She walked briskly down the street, as if she could 

pound her frustrations into the stone, sweat them out 
through the soles of her feet. She tried to put what she’d 
heard out of her mind, concentrate on the evening ahead. 
She was nearly late for her shift as it was; she couldn’t 
afford to go on duty distracted.

She marched to the door of a sleek industrial building, 
looked into the mechanical eye of the scanner so that it could 
identify her. Past two more checkpoints and on to her locker, 
where she fi nally began to relax.

Donning her uniform always calmed her. She’d learned to 
dress and attach its components in less than a minute, but she 
preferred to go slowly, fi rst stripping down and removing, one 
by one, the garments of Thara Nyende of Sullust and stowing 

them in the locker. Next, she pulled on her new skin—a tough 
black body glove that sealed itself as she climbed in, too hot to be 
comfortable until the smart material adjusted to her body heat and 
the temperature of the room.

She slid her feet into her white synth—leather boots and then—
always left fi rst, then right—snapped her plastoid greaves onto her 
legs. The soft click and hum of mechanisms assured her she’d 
attached the pieces correctly, and their perfect sculpt felt far more 
natural than anything she could buy as a civilian. Belt and crotch 
plate came next, then the torso piece—locked into the belt, fi nally 
making her feel clothed.

Shoulders, arms, and gloves came after the torso. Most days, 
she’d already forgotten her ordinary troubles by this point. 
Sometimes she noticed her breathing had steadied, her muscle 
tension drained into the support of the bodysuit and plastoid. She 
could have attached the arm sections faster with the help of a droid 
or a colleague, but this was her ritual. She liked doing it alone.

Finally, the helmet.
She took it from its place in the locker and lowered it onto her 

head. For an instant, she was in total darkness. Then it clicked into 
place, the lenses polarized, and the heads—up display blinked to 
life. Targeting diagnostics cycled over her view of the locker room, 
power levels and environmental readings blinking at the corners of 
her eyesight.

Like that, Thara Nyende faded into the background. 
A stronger woman, a better woman, stepped into place to do 
her duty.

What was it like to write Han Solo?
That scene was certainly a challenge.
 I’d never tackled writing Solo before, 
and one thing I didn’t appreciate until 
diving in was just how much of the 
character comes from Harrison Ford’s 
delivery. When you look at many of his 
lines on paper, there’s a real contrast 
between the tone of the line and the 
personality Ford infuses it with—not 
just in terms of sarcasm, say, but in 
terms of warmth or self-doubt or 
what-have-you. That’s an approach that 
works great for a fi lm, but it’s not really 
an option in a book! So instead of trying 
to write lines like those in the movies, 
I had to try to write dialogue that would 
capture that same spirit. Hopefully, 
I had some success.

Nonetheless, not calling out the 
character by name was important to 
me—within the context of the chapter, 
it felt like naming him would’ve been 
too much like winking at the reader, 
or pointing a giant arrow labeled 
“movie cameo.”

Readers will also meet Thara Nyende, 
a.k.a. SP-475. Why was her perspective 
so important? 
Battlefront (the game) allows players to 
experience both rebel and Imperial sides 
of the confl ict, so having a stormtrooper-
level perspective in the novel was a 
natural move that emerged out of early 
talks with my editor and Lucasfi lm, 
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In addition, in a book that’s so much about 
humanizing the ordinary soldiers living 
and dying in the trenches, a stormtrooper 
point of view is just one more component 
that emphasizes the tragedies of people 
on both sides.

Was her gender a big decision or 
did the idea for the character come 
to you fully formed? 
I made a conscious effort 
to have some rough level 
of gender parity among 
the major characters. In 
Thara’s case, the choice 
to make her a woman was 
almost incidental—I’d 
locked down the gender 
of a number of other 
roles and knew I wanted 
another female character 
in the cast. The thought 
that we hadn’t seen a lot 
of women stormtroopers 
before didn’t play into it 
one way or the other—
though it’s nice to see 
that situation changing!

 What drew you to 
Everi Chalis? 
Characters with swagger 
are a lot of fun to write, 
and Chalis’s self-serving 
manner, sardonic humor, 
and easygoing-yet-smug 
confi dence gave me lots of 

opportunities to deliver appalling 
dialogue and surprise moments. 
She’s a defector without any loyalty 
to the Rebellion and an Imperial with 
complete disdain for her colleagues.

But, of course, she’s got more depth 
than that, and Chalis wouldn’t have 
worked otherwise. Chalis is utterly 
convinced that she understands her 
deepest, darkest motivations and 

everyone else’s with perfect clarity. Often, 
her insights are genuine—but they’re also 
not necessarily complete. She can assess 
someone like Namir and provide a new 
perspective on why he does what he does, 
and it’s hard to argue that she’s totally 
wrong... but her analysis is fi ltered 
through layer after layer of her own biases 
and preconceptions. That makes her a 
wonderful tool of ambiguity for a writer.

THE ART OF WAR! 
ARTIST AARON MCBRIDE ON CREATING THE COVER 
FOR STAR WARS BATTLEFRONT TWILIGHT COMPANY

“In the rough sketch phase, the challenge 
was to compose the Twilight Company, 
a cast of six specifi c characters, dynamically. 
Although it was a wraparound cover, the 
primary heroes needed to all fi t together 
on the right side of the overall image.  

Composing the six of them in a tight 
vertical portrait space with the looming 
action of the AT-ATs took a few rounds of 
iteration to balance all the key elements.

I looked at the famous picture of the 
soldiers raising the fl ag at Iwo Jima and 
the painting of Washington crossing the 
Delaware, for compositional grouping ideas.

Ultimately, we crowded the characters 
into the frame with the AT-ATs in order 
to heighten the sense of being trapped 
in combat.

For the fi nal rendering, I looked at some 
of the old frames of the plate footage they 
shot of the skies in Finse, Norway, for The 
Empire Strikes Back to try and capture some 
of the overcast lighting of the Hoth battle.

I work at ILM and I recall some of the 
supervisors who worked on the battle 
sequence mentioning that the crew had 
shot some plate footage in Finse while it 
was sunny, and then a storm started to 
move in, and it became more overcast. So, 
in doing the compositing and visual effects 
editing for the battle, they tried to use the 
sunnier footage in the beginning  and the 
more overcast towards the end to suggest 
the history of the battle, explosions and 
such had started to darken the skies as 
the battle continued.”
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What was your reaction to seeing Star
Wars for the first time?
I hope I’m not showing my age here now
but the first time I saw Star Wars was on
television during Christmas in the early
80s, complete with adverts! I was very
young, but I recall feeling completely
exhilarated by the experience. I’d never
seen anything like it and as you can
imagine, for a child to see such fantastical
things on screen, it just made me feel
so happy and opened up my imagination.
I think it turned me on to what film and
moving images could be. That’s probably
where my interest in filmmaking and
wanting to be an actress started.

What do you love about being a Star
Wars celebrity?
I wouldn’t call myself a Star Wars celebrity,
but when I get recognized or people get in
touch, as they have seen my name in the
credits, I love sharing my experience with
them. And to be part of this extremely
special thing that’s so dear to so many
across the world is incredibly humbling.
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When did you first become involved in
Star Wars fandom?
I suppose my relationship with Star Wars
while growing up was on and off. When
I was a kid, I was blown away by it. But as
I grew older my interests changed. I was
very much aware of Star Wars during the
prequel era, but my focus at that point in
my life was on other things, so it was more
about nostalgia for me back then, rather
than full-on fandom. But, when I was
asked to come in to meet with the
creatures team for The Force Awakens,
I went back and saw the films again.
Marathon sessions (although, for me,
I feel it’s better to do marathons of each
trilogy rather than attempting all six in
one go!) My superfan boyfriend, Rutvig,
has helped me gain new insights into
the films as well. Now, I’m hooked again!

Do you have a favorite moment from
The Force Awakens?
Filming in the desert and seeing the most
beautiful sunset across the sand dunes.
Niima Outpost is just something else. If you
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Also, I collect BB-8
figures. So far, I have the
6” Black Series version,
the small Disney Store
figure, the Disney Store
voice activated toy, the
Sphero, the Funko Pop!,
a plush version, and the
elite series figure, too!
And I need to get that
classic 3 and 3/4”! If
anyone fancies sending
me a life-sized one,
I wouldn’t mind
that either!

Where did you sign
your first Star Wars
autograph?
My first Star Wars
autograph went to my
boyfriend, Rutvig, who
is the biggest Star Wars
fan I know!

At the Star Wars cast
and crew screening, we
were given a goody bag.
It contained The Art of
Star Wars: The Force
Awakens book and the
one-sheet poster.

I signed the poster for him. We’d said
a long time ago that my first Star Wars
autograph would go to him!

What is the best gift that being involved
with Star Wars has given you?
The free popcorn at the cast and crew
screening was quite nice! Just kidding.
Knowing that I have been part of such
a remarkable project and being able
to work with such a passionate and
dedicated team has to be the best gift
Star Wars has given to me. Everyone is
a fan and I think it really shows. The
memories and the opportunity to work
with so many passionate people has
been fantastic! From the moment I knew
I was going to be working on this project,
I knew it would be such a wonderful
experience. It was just amazing.

Which is your favorite Star Wars film?
I know I am biased but for me it has to
be The Force Awakens. Not only that it
gave me the opportunity to work on this
phenomenal project but also, to me,
The Force Awakens manages to balance
elements from both the prequels and
the originals. It has been beautifully put
together to continue this amazing story
about family.
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“Maybe I can help you. 
I am Boba Fett.”

Gentle Giant’s Boba Fett Holiday Special 
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I n 1978, Clive Smith was 
getting worried. Sure, Smith’s 

animation company, Nelvana 
Studios, had a nice gig producing 

stock footage for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, but that 

wasn’t enough. “There was a point 
where we were really desperate to 

get into the entertainment business,” 
Smith says, “Especially me. I wanted 

to build the animation studio.”
And then, George Lucas called. 

Lucas needed someone to 
produce a ten-minute animated 

short for Lucasfi lm’s upcoming Star 
Wars Holiday Special, and he thought 

that Nelvana might be right for job. 
The short, titled The Faithful Wookiee, 

would feature a script co-written 
by Lucas himself, and would 

introduce audiences to Boba Fett, 
the villainous bounty hunter who 

hunts down Han Solo in The Empire 
Strikes Back. It was the opportunity 

that Smith had been waiting for, 
but it came with a catch: Smith 

only had two weeks to fi nish all 
of the storyboards and character 

designs, and he would have to travel 
to California to get George Lucas’ 

approval in person. “It was pretty 
stressful,” Smith says. Ultimately, 

the Star Wars Holiday Special would 

become one of the most mysterious chapters 
in the franchise’s storied history. 

By reuniting the cast of Star Wars in a 
two-hour variety show, Lucasfi lm hoped to 

tide fans over until The Empire Strikes Back 
hit screens. It didn’t work out that way. The 

Star Wars Holiday Special puzzled viewers 
and critics alike. And yet, the Star Wars Holiday 

Special’s legacy lives on, thanks in part to Clive 
Smith, Nelvana, and Boba Fett. With Smith at 

the helm, The Faithful Wookiee is the Star 
Wars Holiday Special’s undisputed high point. 

In the short, Fett preys on Luke’s naiveté 
and endears himself to the crew of the 

Millennium Falcon, only to be exposed by 
Chewbacca as an Imperial agent shortly 

before Darth Vader captures them all. 
It’s a great introduction to Fett, and his 

no-nonsense attitude and casual cruelty 
have been a staple of the character ever since.

SMITH ONLY HAD TWO WEEKS TO FINISH ALL OF THE 
STORYBOARDS AND CHARACTER DESIGNS.

Clive Smith.



It’s a good script, of course, but it’s Smith’s 
animation that really brings The Faithful Wookiee 

to life. 
In the early 1960’s, Smith attended London’s 

Ealing Art College, alongside future rock stars, 
Pete Townshend, Freddie Mercury, and The 

Rolling Stones’ Ronnie Wood. There, Smith 
studied painting and “kinetic art”, or sculpture 

with moving parts. “I liked to see things that were 
articulated,” Smith says. “I loved the idea of 

things that moved with motions and hinges and 
stuff like that.”

While at Ealing, Smith helped a classmate 
create an animated short and was immediately 

smitten with the art form. “It was the process 
that intrigued me, which was very manual, 

very physical, and very tactile,” Smith says. 
After graduation, Smith parlayed his brief 

experience into a gig as an animator at 
Group 2 Studios, where he 

worked on animated series like The Lone Ranger 
(1966-1969) and The Beatles (1965-1969). When 

Group 2 folded, Smith moved to Canada. In 1971, 
he joined forces with producers Michael Hirsh 

and Patrick Loubert to found Nelvana Studios.
Initially, Nelvana made ends meet by 

producing training fi lms for industrial fi rms, 
short kids’ movies, and “fi llers,” or videos 

intended to fi ll up airtime if scheduled 
programming ran short. The work didn’t sit 

well with Smith. As a natural storyteller, he 
was eager to create something with a narrative. 

In 1977, Smith directed Nelvana’s fi rst animated 
feature, a half-hour CBS special called A Cosmic 

Christmas. The special caught George Lucas’s 
attention, and he contacted Smith shortly 

thereafter about The Faithful Wookiee.
Smith might’ve had the experience, but getting 

The Faithful Wookiee ready in time wasn’t easy. Even 
for experienced animators, two weeks isn’t a lot of 

time to put together storyboards and character 
designs. The technology made it harder, too. 

“Remember, it was pre-digital,” Smith says. 
“Today, storyboard artists do a panel, and they 

can do several different poses within that panel, 
nd it takes very little effort to do it. We were using 

encils and paper, and sticking things on the wall 
d moving things around.”
Lucas sent Smith a script, and Smith got 

th and another animator, Frank 
d themselves in a boardroom 
ut hundreds of storyboards
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it,” Smith remembers, but the 
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at point. As the story goes, Boba 
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rooper’s. Smith disagreed. 
up Fett’s warrior past, Nelvana 
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he character ever since.

ember, this was 1978. 
rs aesthetic was still in 
om the original movie, 

uch reference material 
t licensed efforts of the 
lan Dean Foster’s novel, 
Eye, and Marvel’s Star 
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TO LIFETO LIFE

Hasbro’s Animated Debut
Boba Fett action figure.
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In the absence of offi cial reference 
material, Smith and Nissen took 

inspiration from the French comic 
book artist Moebius, who’s famous

 for his psychedelic science-fi ction 
stories. Smith remembers listening to 

Ennio Morricone’s score for The Good, 
The Bad, and the Ugly as he drew, as 

well. To Smith, spaghetti westerns 
and Star Wars are a natural pairing. 

“There’s that vastness of the desert, 
which in Star Wars is the 

vastness of space, and 
the details of the people 

within that environment, 
and how diffi cult that 

environment is, and how 
hard and coarse that is,” 

Smith says.

Two weeks later, Smith packed
 his bags and lugged four carousels 

of slides from Toronto to northern 
California. He arrived at Lucasfi lm 

headquarters early and lined 
the walls of an empty meeting 

room with storyboards. Soon, 
George Lucas and about forty 

other executives entered and 
took their seats. Smith began 

his presentation.

“I start talking, I start clicking 
through the slides, and telling 

the story, explaining what’s going 
on in each shot, what the dialogue 

is, what the action is, what the effects 
are,” Smith says. The Faithful Wookiee

is only nine minutes long, but the 
presentation took Smith almost two 

hours—including one break, so that 
Smith could drink a glass of water.

“Other than the perspiration falling 
and splashing on the fl oor from my 

THE FAITHFUL WOOKIEE  IS ONLY NINE MINUTES LONG, 
BUT PRESENTING IT TO GEORGE LUCAS TOOK 

ALMOST TWO HOURS.

DRAWING INSPIRATIONDRAWING INSPIRATION

A page of the script annotated by Smith, and featuring
Boba’s fateful meeting with Luke Skywalker.
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forehead, you could hear 
a pin drop.” Lucas spent the 

entire presentation fi xated 
on the slide projector. 

Occasionally, Smith made 
jokes. Nobody laughed. “You 

get no feedback at all, you can 
only imagine that they hate 

you. What else can you 
imagine?” Smith says.

But the audience didn’t hate 
it. When Smith fi nished his 

presentation, George Lucas 
clapped, and the rest of the 

audience joined him. Smith 
received a standing ovation.

From there, it was smooth 
sailing. Lucasfi lm sent 

Nelvana the fi nished voice 
tracks (featuring Mark Hamill, 

Harrison Ford, and the rest of 

the Star Wars cast), and 
Nelvana’s animators brought 

the storyboards to life. 
Less than a year later, Boba 

Fett debuted on television 
screens around the United 

States, as part of the Star 
Wars Holiday Special’s only 

official appearance.
Smith made his peace 

with the Star Wars Holiday 
Special’s oddball reputation 

a long time ago, and is still 
happy with The Faithful 

Wookiee. “I was proud of 
the piece, and I know George 

[Lucas] was.” Smith says. “I 
knew if we had not produced 

something we were proud of, 
I would’ve felt awful.”

Cast
Anthony Daniels 

as C-3PO

Carrie Fisher 
as Princess Leia Or

Harrison Ford 
as Han Solo

Mark Hamill 
as Luke Skywalker

James Earl Jones 
as Darth Vader

Don Francks 
as Boba Fett

Crew
George Lucas 

(Story)

Ben Burtt  
Sound designer/editor

Jenn de Joux 
Video animation

Elizabeth Savel 
Video animation

INSIDER 57    



INSI

NELVANA ENJOYED A LONG, FRUITFUL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH LUCASFILM PRODUCING 

STAR WARS: DROIDS AND EWOKS.  
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Boba Fett went on to become one of the 
most popular Star Wars characters of 

all time, and in recent years, action 
fi gures and statues based on Fett’s 

appearance in The Faithful Wookiee have 
become popular collector’s items. 

Meanwhile, Nelvana enjoyed a long, 
fruitful relationship with Lucasfi lm (the 

studio produced both the Star Wars: 
Droids and the Ewoks animated series), 

and quickly grew into one of the biggest 
animation companies on the planet. 

Series like Babar, The Magic School Bus, 
Strawberry Shortcake, and Eek! The Cat

all bear the Nelvana logo.

Smith isn’t a die-hard Star Wars 
fan—when talking, he struggles to 

come up with key names and events 
from the series—and his relationship 

with the franchise is both more 
professional and more personal than 

most people’s. When Smith talks about 
George Lucas, he describes a respected 

peer and an intense, insightful 
storyteller. He has similar feelings 

about the rest of the Lucasfi lm staff. 
“George surrounds himself with people 

who are just as fantastic as he is,” 
Smith says. “Not only were they 

brilliantly talented people, but they 

were also very approachable and 
very accessible.”

Smith and his partners sold Nelvana 
in 2000, and Smith left the company in 

2001. Since then, he’s opened his own 
company, Musta Costa Fortune, and is 

hard at work on The Rather Unusual 
Adventures of Ice Cream Girl and Mr. 

Licorice, a full-length feature that will 
combine live-action with animation. 

Yet, while it’s been almost forty years, 
Smith appreciates the gravity of his 

contribution to the Star Wars universe. 
“I feel really privileged to have 

witnessed and been submerged,” he 
says, “for some period of time in that 

environment and that world.” a

BOBA FETT SOARSBOBA FETT SOARS

An animation cell depicting the
Millennium Falcon in flight!
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AVAILABLE IN PRINT AND DIGITALLY
WWW.TITAN-COMICS.COM

INDEPENDENCE DAY and INDEPENDENCE DAY:RESURGENCE ™ and © 2016 Twentieth Century 

Fox Film Corporation. All rights reserved.
TITA TITANTITAN TITAN

WRITTEN BY WOLVERINE’S VICTOR GISCHLER & ILLUSTRATED 
BY STEVE SCOTT (BATMAN)

#1 ON SALE MARCH

A top-secret investigation by
 the US military could prove the
 key to humanity’s survival... or

 its ultimate destruction!

DON’T MISS THE UPCOMING BLOCKBUSTER FILM,
INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE IN THEATRES JUNE 2016!

35019_IndependenceDay_final_200x276.indd   1 16/02/2016   14:23
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THE LATEST FROM THE WORLD OF STAR WARS PUBLISHING! WORDS: DAN WALLACE 

REBELLION TO
RESISTANCE

W
hen the Rebel Alliance blew up 

the second Death Star, a raucous

celebration erupted on the forest

moon of Endor. But as moviegoer

who saw The Force Awakens for the fi rst (or

fi fteenth) time already know, the Alliance’s

victory didn’t lead to lasting peace. 

The new novel, New Republic: Bloodline, 

is set six years before the events of the latest

Star Wars fi lm and fi lls in the blanks on the

precarious political situation that led to the

rise of a Resistance and a First Order. Claudia

Gray, New York Times bestselling author of

Star Wars: Lost Stars, pens this all-new prequ

to the events of The Force Awakens.

With the Endor fi reworks a distant 

memory, Leia Organa has put up with decades

of partisan squabbling as a member of the

New Republic Senate. Leia fi nds herself 

grappling with dangers from within and 

without, each with the power to cripple the 

fl edgling democracy and dash every hope for

a prosperous future. 

To make things worse, the Senate has 

begun to call for the election of a First Senato

—an infl uential and charismatic fi gure to 

bring order to the divided government. As the

daughter of Darth Vader, Leia knows all too 

well the price to be paid if the New Republic 

hands power to a single individual

Unfortunately, a new enemy represents a 

threat on such a scale that New Republic may

be left with no other choice. 

As Leia contemplates starting a second 

Rebellion, evil takes root at the edges of the 

galaxy. The First Order is growing, and it will 

not stay silent.

THE LEIA NOVEL, STAR WARS: 

BLOODLINE, CHRONICLES THE 

RISE OF GALACTIC POWERS 

s 

el 
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EVERY CREATURE 
HAS A STORY 

THE BIT PLAYERS FROM STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS GET STARRING ROLES IN 

TALES FROM A GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY

T
ales From a Galaxy Far, Far Away, 

a collection of short stories by 

Landry Quinn Walker, chronicles 

the adventures of the lesser-

known characters glimpsed on the 

big screen during Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens. Four of the collection’s six 

stories got an early debut in eBook 

format back in December, but this April 

the full collection will receive an offi cial 

print release. 

These stories are all part of the 

new Star Wars canon. Don’t miss this 

chance to learn the backstories of these 

overlooked aliens and to gain 

insight into the way the galaxy 

operates. Here’s a taste of four 

of the six adventures contained in 

Tales From a Galaxy Far, Far Away: 

“ALL CREATURES GREAT 
AND SMALL” 

On the desert planet of Jakku, a 

band of slavers raids the quiet town 

of Reestkii. The traveling merchant, 

Bobbajo the Crittermonger, calms 

the frightened villagers by telling the 

story of how the tiniest of creatures 

can face the greatest of enemies.

“HIGH NOON ON JAKKU” 

An explosion rocks Jakku’s Niima 

Outpost—a tell-tale sign that a 

valuable banking ship has just 

been robbed. When Constable 

Zuvio investigates the scene, he 

realizes that his trusty secretary 

droid, CZ-1G5, may have had a 

hand in the crime. It’s left to Zuvio 

to fi gure why a friend might have 

become a foe. 

“THE CRIMSON CORSAIR AND 
THE LOST TREASURE OF 
COUNT DOOKU” 

During the Clone Wars, a cruiser 

transporting precious cargo for Count 

Dooku crashed into the Sea of Sand 

on Ponemah, burying its treasures for 

all time. Or so it seemed. Many years 

later, the “Crimson Corsair,” Captain 

Sidon Ithano, leads his pirate crew to 

the site of a faint signal received from 

the downed cruiser. But the pirates 

aren’t the only ones who detected the 

ship’s transmission! Will the Crimson 

Corsair fi nd the treasure before it’s 

all snatched away by his rivals?

“THE FACE OF EVIL” 

During a stormy night on Takodana, 

Specimen Nine escapes from its dungeon. 

The Frigosian cryptosurgeons have lost 

their test subject, so what price will they 

exact on a fugitive thief to make her 

disappear altogether? 
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W
ho’s your favorite new 

character from Star Wars: 

The Force Awakens? It’s 

tough to pick a winner 

when the pack includes Rey, Finn, 

Kylo Ren, and BB-8, but X-wing ace 

Poe Dameron attracted plenty of fans 

thanks to his friendly attitude and his 

deadly starfi ghter aim—not to mention 

his taste in stylish jackets! 

This April, Poe fans can see their 

devotion rewarded with the publication 

of Star Wars: Poe Dameron, an all-new 

ongoing series from writer Charles 

Soule (Star Wars: Lando, Daredevil) and 

artist Phil Noto (Star Wars: Chewbacca, 

Black Widow). The series is set shortly 

before the events of The Force Awakens, 

and follows Poe Dameron and his X-wing 

squadron in covert missions. 

“Poe is already a part of the 

Resistance and he’s defi nitely already 

a fantastic pilot,” says Soule. “A lot of 

the iconography we saw in the fi lm—

his sweet black and orange X-wing, 

for example—will be present. And yes, 

that means we’ll see characters from 

the fi lm, as well as from the Star Wars 

comics, novels, and other stories we’ve 

been seeing over the past year. The Star 

Wars galaxy is a very exciting place 

these days, and I’m lucky to be able to 

draw on so many great concepts by my 

fellow creators.”

When the series opens, Poe Dameron 

is indisputably the best starfi ghter pilot 

in the galaxy, even if he isn’t the type 

to brag about it. General Leia Organa 

chooses Dameron for a series of secret 

missions that get him into hot water. 

“The primary antagonist is a First Order 

intelligence offi cer with a backstory that 

goes all the way back to the Galactic 

Empire,” says Soule. “He has shady 

connections all over the galaxy to gather 

information. He’s got a jackboot in both 

worlds: the highly structured First Order, 

and the seething, dark chaos of the criminal 

underworld. In some ways, I think of him 

like an evil Lando Calrissian.” 

X MARKS
THE X-WING STRAP IN FOR ADVENTURE 

WITH THE ALL-NEW SERIES 

STAR WARS: POE DAMERON

THE 

VERY BEST 

STAR WARS 

COMICS!
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CLASSIC COMICS

T
he famous saga of the light

side vs. the dark side gets

a whole new look in the Star

Wars: The Original Trilogy:

A Graphic Novel, a fully-illustrated

adaptation coming soon from Disney

Book Group!

Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, Princess

Leia, Darth Vader, and the rest take

center stage in this retelling of the

stories of A New Hope, The Empire Strikes

Back, and Return of the Jedi. Written/

adapted by Alessandro Ferrari, the

graphic novel features art and paints

by a number of artists including Matteo

Piana, Igor Chimisso, Alessandro

Pastrovicchio, Davide Turotti, and

Kawaii Creative Studio.

This 208-page hardcover is suitable

for readers as young as 8 years old.

In Soule’s eyes, Poe Dameron is 

fundamentally different from other 

famous fi ghter pilots who have made 

their marks in pop culture—and not 

only because he fl ies an X-wing.

“As soon as I saw what Oscar Isaac 

did with the character, the thing I latched 

onto was this: Poe is an optimist. He’s 

absolutely confi dent in his own abilities. 

But he’s also a true believer in his friends 

and teammates, which is inspiring. He’s 

a leader. It’s not all about him, and I think 

the series will refl ect that.” 

In other words, this comics series 

is labeled to refl ect its central character 

—but readers can expect to meet a lot 

more characters who aren’t named 

Poe Dameron. 

“Poe is the lead, but he’s heading 

up a squadron of hand-picked pilots 

who will go along with him,” explains 

Soule. “And we’ll see a bunch of 

different planets and scenarios: some 

will require X-wings, some won’t. 

I wanted to think up creative uses 

for starfi ghters and give these folks 

a chance to shine when they’re out 

from behind the control stick.” 

Phil Noto, who handles the art duties 

on Poe Dameron, began his collaboration 

with Soule on a long-ago issue of 

Marvel’s Thunderbolts. Soule’s extended 

exposure to Noto’s work means that he 

can’t wait to share the artistic brilliance 

with comic book readers.

“Phil has been a big part of the 

development of [Poe Dameron] since 

the beginning,” he says. “He’s one 

of those rare artists who can make 

everything look and feel like Star Wars, 

while still adding his own fl air. I’m pretty 

jazzed and the early stuff I’ve seen has 

been out of this world.”

As moviegoers already know, once 

you have Poe Dameron, his astromech 

droid can’t be far behind! Soule 

promises that Star Wars: Poe Dameron 

is one series that won’t put BB-8 on 

the sidelines. 

“BB-8 was a huge part of The Force 

Awakens and he’s a big part of this series 

too,” he says. “I’ll use him as much as 

I can. A few story arcs down the road, 

there’s a set piece that will really give 

BB-8 a chance to shine—along with 

another familiar droid or two, perhaps!” 

The debut issue of Star Wars: Poe 

Dameron will come with many collectible 

variant covers, including one by John 

Cassaday, an action fi gure variant by 

John Tyler Christopher, and a BB-8 

variant by Joe Quinones. 

“The Force Awakens added so many 

great characters to the mythology,” 

says Soule. “I feel lucky to get to play 

with some of those toys.” 

STAR WARS: THE ORIGINAL TRILOGY: A GRAPHIC NOVEL IS 

AN ILLUSTRATED ADAPTATION OF THE CLASSIC TRILOGY
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MARVEL’S COLLECTIONS 

PROMISE LOTS OF STORY, 

NOT A LOT OF SPEND

A
ll of Marvel’s new Star Wars 

comics are offi cial continuations 

of the saga you’ve seen 

in theaters, making trade 

paperback collections a smart way to 

experience the adventure. Older Star 

Wars comics have also resurfaced in 

all-new reprint editions.

STAR WARS: KANAN VOL. 2—FIRST BLOOD 

Explore the early days of Star Wars Rebels 

star Kanan Jarrus in this volume, which 

tracks Kanan from his youth as Jedi 

apprentice Caleb Dune through his trial 

by fi re during the Clone Wars. Kanan and 

his Jedi Master, Depa Bilaba, lead clone 

troopers in the Battle of Mygeeto, but 

General Grievous is ready to strike! This 

136-page trade paperback collects Star 

Wars: Kanan issues #7-12 and is written by 

Greg Weisman and penciled by Pepe Larraz, 

with a cover by Mark Brooks. 

STAR WARS: VADER DOWN 

The new Marvel era of Star Wars comics 

experienced its fi rst-ever crossover when 

Star Wars and Darth Vader mixed things up 

in the mega-event Vader Down, collected 

here for the fi rst time. After Vader crashes 

onto a strange planet, the Rebels are given 

an unprecedented opportunity to get rid of 

their foe once and for all! This 136-page 

trade paperback collects the one-shot Vader 

Down, as well as Star Wars issues #13-14 

and Darth Vader issues #13-15. Written 

by Jason Aaron and Kieron Gillen, the 

collection is penciled by Mike Deodato Jr. 

and Salvador Larroca and features a cover 

by Mark Brooks.

STAR WARS: EPISODE I 
THE PHANTOM MENACE

This hardcover collection of the 

official comic-book adaptation of the 

first chapter in the Star Wars saga is 

written by Henry Gilroy and penciled by 

Rodolfo Damaggio, with a cover by Mike 

Mayhew. All four issues of the 1999 

comics adaptation are collected in this 

deluxe 120-page edition. 

STAR WARS LEGENDS EPIC COLLECTION: 

THE NEW REPUBLIC VOL. 2

Join Wedge Antilles and the X-wing 

pilots of Rogue Squadron as they 

protect the New Republic in this 

collection of classic Star Wars tales. 

The 512-page volume features a cover 

by Dave Dorman and collects X-Wing 

Rogue Leader issues #1-3, X-Wing Rogue 

Squadron issues #1-16 and one-shot 

special, and material from Star Wars 

Tales issue #12 and issue #23. 

GET CAUGHT UP ON 
YOUR STAR WARS
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MATTEL

Mattel has designed the ultimate character car that
captures the fiery spirit of Rey, The Force Awakens'
feisty heroine! This all-new design subtly evokes
Rey’s scavenger outfit from the movie!
Available: Now
Price: $3.99

ZEBRA IMAGING
THE L U’LL WANT TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION! WORDS: JAMES BURNS

GIN
TE AR WARTAR WAR EAR YGEAR YO

Recreate the rebels' daring attack on the Death Star like 
never before with a full-parallax 3D hologram! Brought 
to you by Zebra Imaging, the 3D Hologram display shows 
scenes from the Star Wars fi lms in a whole new way—in 
3D, but without glasses. New Star Wars holograms will 
be added soon.
Available: Now
Price: $250 for 3D Hologram Display and Death Star 
Battle Scene
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HALLMARK
ITTY BITTY
Hallmark continues t
add to its great range
of collectible itty bitty
plush products with
a two-pack of Ewoks
featuring Wicket and
Chief Chirpa. BB-8 al
rolls into the lineup,
and, for the fi rst time
outside of a conventio
you can buy Boba Fett
as a single character.
Available: Now
Price: Two-pack $14.
Singles $6.95 each

g g g
sign, featuring the famous phrase, “Do or do not.There is no try,” is also available.
Available: Late March 2016
Price: Standard Framed Prints $29.95, Dimensional Yoda LED Sign $49.95
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SIGNS
The extensive range of Hallmark giftware grows with the addition of some framed
signs with light and dark side designs. A new dimensional LED-illuminated Yoda 
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KOTOBUKIYA HASBRO
KYLO REN ARTFX+
Kylo Ren is the latest character from Star Wars:
The Force Awakens in Kotobukiya’s range of 1:10
scale ARTFX+ statues. He can be displayed, with
his hood up or down, in eight different poses.
The figure easily snaps together, without the
need for glue or painting, and comes complete
with a magnetic display base.
Available: July 2016
Price: $69.99

12” FIGURES
The latest edition to Hasbro’s 12” line is Rey, with
her trusty staff, as featured extensively in The
F A k H b h l d d d

ROLEPLAY
New roleplay items include two weapons used by Rey in The Force 
Awakens. The blaster, given to Rey by Han Solo, is recreated as 
a NERF gun, and the lightsaber Rey uses to fi ght Kylo Ren on 
Starkiller Base is given the electronic treatment. 
Available: Now
Price: NERF Blaster $19.99, Electronic Lightsaber $19.99

Force Awakens. Hasbro has employed advanced 
techniques to utilize the same 
sculpt, albeit at different
sizes, across the 3.75”, 
6”, and 12” lines.
Available: Now
Price: $7.99 each
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LEGO

CONSTRACTION FIGURES
Following the success of the fi rst wave of 
Constraction fi gures released by LEGO on Force 
Friday last year, six all-new characters from The 
Force Awakens have been added to the line. This 
wave features Rey, Finn, Poe Dameron, Kylo 

Ren, Captain Phasma, and
a First Order Stormtrooper. 
Available: Now
Price: Rey and First Order Stormtrooper 
$19.99, all others $24.99

GENERAL SETS
LEGO’s wide range of releases for 
the fi rst half of 2016 includes sets 
from the prequels, original trilogy, 
Star Wars: Battlefront, and, of course,
The Force Awakens.

Two sets, shown here, recreate 
the epic First Order raid on Takodana.
The Battle of Takodana (set #75139)
includes part of Maz Kanata’s bar 
with sliding doors, falling trees, and
collapsing staircases. The set comes
with 5 minifi gures: Maz Kanata, 
Kylo Ren, Finn, and two First
Order Stormtroopers.

The Resistance Troop Transporter (set 
#75140) features numerous play features 
including opening cockpit and spring-loaded 
shooters. The set comes with 4 minifi gures: 
General Leia, Admiral Ackbar, and two 
Resistance Troopers.

Han Solo’s ordeal on Bespin is captured 
in the Carbon Freezing Chamber (set 
#75137) which features a detailed recreation 
of the freezing chamber seen in The Empire 
Strikes Back. The set comes with four 
minifi gures: Boba Fett, Han Solo, Han Solo 
in Carbonite, and, making his LEGO debut, 
an Ugnaught! 
Avaliable: Now
Prices: Battle of Takodana $59.99, 
Resistance Troop Transporter $69.99, 
and Carbon Freezing Chamber $34.99.
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FANTASY FLIGHT GAMES
STAR WARS: THE CARD GAME
Fantasy Flight Games extend Star Wars: 
The Card Game with two new expansions:

PRESS THE ATTACK FORCE PACK 
(SWC28)
Press the Attack is part of the Endor 
cycle of releases that invites players to 
experience the climactic events of Return 
of the Jedi, either by reenacting the movie 
or creating new stories. Gain the support 
of the Ewoks with C-3PO, or battle your 
foes as dark side Force user, Maw!  
Available: Now
Price: $14.95

GALACTIC AMBITIONS 
EXPANSION (SWC30)
The Galactic Ambitions expansion pits 
the rebels against the Empire in an 
epic confrontation! With twenty-six new 
objective sets included, every faction 
receives additional cards to expand their 
decks, with new versions of Darth Vader, 
Emperor Palpatine, and Leia Organa. 
Available: Now
Price: $29.95

STAR WARS: EDGE OF THE EMPIRE RPG - SPECIAL MODIFICATIONS 
(SWE14)
The technicians of the Star Wars galaxy create artifi cial sentience, invent astonishing 
devices, and defi ne the ways that wars are fought. In the Outer Rim, they must be 
as resourceful as they are intelligent in order to invent solutions for the troubles 
they face. Special Modifications, a sourcebook for the Star Wars: Edge of the Empire 
roleplaying game, brings new talents, gear, vehicles, and species to the Technician 
career. Within its pages is everything Technicians need—including guidelines on 
crafting devices and slicing—to step up their game.
Available: Now
Price: $29.95

STAR WARS FORCE 
AND DESTINY
Fantasy Flight Games add two new 
roleplaying sourcebooks to the 
popular Star Wars: Force and Destiny 
roleplay game.

SAVAGE SPIRITS (SWF41)
The Star Wars galaxy is an immense 
realm, fi lled with uncharted and 
uncivilized regions. Some Force users, 
known as Seekers, are compelled by 
destiny to explore the galaxy’s vastness 
and dwell in its wildernesses. The 
Savage Spirits sourcebook guides these 
Seekers and all others who venture 
into the wilderness. In its pages, 
players will fi nd everything necessary 
for wilderness survival: gear, new 
Force powers, new specializations, 
three additional playable species, 
and numerous untamed, but possibly 
tamable, creatures.
Available: Now
Price: $29.95
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NEXUS OF POWER 
(SWF29)
At certain places throughout 
the galaxy, known as 
vergences, the Force is 
extraordinarily strong. 
The most renowned Jedi 
temples rest atop these 
sites; and some planets 
like Ilum, Dagobah, and 
Ossus also share deep 
connections with the Force. 
The new sourcebook, Nexus 
of Power, details these 
miraculous sites. Its 144 
pages also include four 
new playable species and 
eight modular encounters, 
which can be played as 
single-session adventures 
or used as launching points 
for extensive campaigns.
Available: Now
Price: $39.95

X-WING: IMPERIAL VETERANS EXPANSION PACK 
(SWX52)
TIE bombers and TIE defenders launch into action with the 
Imperial Veterans Expansion Pack for X-Wing! Two new TIE 
miniatures come with alternate paint schemes—one gray TIE 
bomber with the Gamma Squadron’s signature white stripe 
and one TIE defender with the bold red paint scheme shared 
by Countess Ryad and the Glaive Squadron. Additionally, eight 
veteran pilots and 13 upgrades dramatically expand your ships’ 
capabilities and versatility while a new mission, Disable the 
Relays, showcases many of their new tricks and tactics!
Available: Now
Price: $29.95
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T he Force Awakens is
finally here (!), so in
this issue’s column 
of Bantha Tracks

we’re going to pare back the 
small talk to make more room
for photos of fans attending the
various screening events aroun
the world. There were, of course
the big red carpet premieres in
Los Angeles and London (our
previous column chronicled 
some of the behind-the-scenes
preparations happening in LA), 
a TFA-inspired reunion for fans
who had ventured out to see 
Return of the Jedi (then called 
“Blue Harvest”) in a Southern 
California desert back in 1982, 
and a rare screening for several 
hundred men and women in 
uniform on an airbase in Spain 
which was set in motion after 
Marine commander and huge 
Star Wars fan Janine Spendlove 
sent us a heartfelt request to 
bring TFA to her troops. These 
images, as well as others 
submitted to Bantha Tracks,
are a testament to the power 
of Star Wars bringing the world 
together to celebrate a return 
to that galaxy far, far away.

Yours in the Force! 

Pete Vilmur, Bantha 
Tracks editor

Members of the Rebel Legion, suited up in The Force Awakens-style 
X-wing fl ight suits, as well as a pair of impressive Finn and Rey 

costumers, cheer celebrities arriving on the red carpet at the Los 
Angeles premiere. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez/Getty Images)

Adam Driver (Kylo Ren), director 
J.J. Abrams, Daisy Ridley (Rey) and 

John Boyega (Finn) pose for a shot in front 
of fans at the premiere in Seoul’s Octagon 
theater in South Korea. (Photo by Chung 
Sung-Jun/Getty Images)

ee,e,ee,

Star Wars 
Steampunk 

Universe, sans their 
steampunk garb, at 
the entrance to the 
red carpet in 
Los Angeles.

Members of the 501st Legion’s UK Garrison march in a spectacular 
parade of nearly 100 costumed fans that also included members of 

Rebel Legion’s Elstree Base and others from surrounding regions. 
(Photo by Vittorio Zunino Celotto / Getty Images) 

 Nelson’s Column 
in London’s Trafalgar 
Square was lit to 

resemble a lightsaber 
for the premiere! 
(Photo by Ian Gavan/ 
Getty Images)



The May 1983 issue of Bantha Tracks featuring an article
about the Blue Harvest Gang.

The Mandalorian Mercs ham it up with signature buckets 
in the bleachers at the Los Angeles premiere of The Force 

Awakens. (Photo by Alberto E. Rodriguez / Getty Images)
Fans Garet Jones, Consetta Parker and Jon Farmer celebrate
from the fan bleachers at the Los Angeles premiere. 

Members of the 501st Legion sporting spiffy new TFA trooper 
armor pose for a selfi e at the Los Angeles premiere. (Photo 

by Alex J. Berliner/AB Images)

Ingrid Moon of the 501st Southern California Garrison turned 
many heads as Captain Phasma at the Los Angeles premiere. 

(Photo by Alex J. Berliner/AB Images)

Some of the members of the “Blue Harvest Gang”, a group 
of fans from San Diego who traveled to the Buttercup 
Valley in California to witness the ‘secret’ shooting of “Blue 

Harvest” (aka Return of the Jedi) in 1982, reunited for the fi rst 
public screening of The Force Awakens at El Capitan Theatre 
in Hollywood. The Blue Harvest Gang was actually featured 
in the May 1983 issue of Bantha Tracks in a short article by 
David Glanzer,who attended the screening and who now heads 
up marketing and public relations for San Diego Comic-Con
International. e Mullan))

Original members 
of the Blue 

Harvest Gang pose 
for this 1983 photo 
we dug out of the 
Lucasfi lm Image 
Archives: Karen 
Schnaubelt, Kelly 
Turner and 
Dianne Starr.

about the Blue Harvest Gang.



78    INSIDER

More than 300 U.S. Marines, sailors and airmen gathered at 
the Morón Air Base movie theater in Spain for the fi rst of two 

special premiere screenings of The Force Awakens which were 
hand-delivered by Disney to show their appreciation for the troops 
stationed overseas. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Staff Sergeant Vitaliy 
Rusavskiy/Released)  

Kids aged 9-13 from Montessori School in Warsaw, 
Poland, pose with a nearly 14-foot-tall AT-AT Walker 

built from recycled cardboard boxes. According to Rob Roy 
who submitted this photo, the AT-AT was constructed by 
the school’s kids and took over 100 hours to build.

Lance Corporal Carlos 
Martinez shows off his 

Star Wars spirit at the 
screening. Cool shirt! 
(U.S. Marine Corps photo 
by Staff Sergeant Vitaliy 
Rusavskiy/Released) Members of 

Rancho Obi-Wan, 
a museum housing 
the largest Star Wars 
collection in the 
world, pose for a shot 
outside the tented 
red carpet at the Los 
Angeles premiere. 

a
t
c
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r
A

Anthony 
Lopez of 

Sacramento’s 
501st Central 
California 
Garrison shares 
a proud moment 
memorializing the 
fi rst time he and 
his 17-year-old 
daughter, Evelyn, 
trooped together 
during the 
Folsom, California 
premiere of The 
Force Awakens. 

Oki Kado poses as Obi-Wan Kenobi (third from right) 
with members of Japan’s 501st Legion and Rebel Legion 
at Osaka’s TOHO Cinemas Umeda for the premiere of The 
Force Awakens.

U.S. Marine Corps 
Major Erin Rosa displays 

his unit patch—“Let the 
Wookiees Win”—at the 
screening at Morón Air 
Base (U.S. Marine Corps 
photo by Staff Sergeant 
Vitaliy Rusavskiy/Released)



Not a trap! Tim Rose 

Hannah meets Ultimate

author Tricia Barr...

Double Boba Fett! 
Daniel Logan... 

A furry friend: 
Peter Mayhew! 

King of cool: Billy Dee Williams  The wonderful Warwick Davis! 

... and the lovely Amy Allen!  

... and Jeremy Bulloch greet Hannah  

Intergalactic tough guy, Ray Park! 

 MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 
EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! 
STAR WARS INSIDER'S BOUNTY 
HUNTERS SECTION IS SPONSORED 
BY KOTOBUKIYA. EACH ISSUE'S 
WINNER WILL RECEIVE A 
FANTASTIC KOTOBUKIYA STAR 
WARS  STATUE KIT! VISIT WWW.
FACEBOOK.COM/KOTOBUKIYA 
TO SEE MORE! 

I’ve attended Star Wars 
Weekends at Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios for 
several years and always 
have a goal of meeting as 
many Star Wars celebrities 
as I can. That has meant 
many nights of getting 
in line the night before 
and bonding with other 
dedicated fans as we camp 
out outside the park all 
night. I absolutely love the 
entire experience of doing 
this and have been fortunate 
enough to meet several 
wonderful celebrities this 
way, including Ray Park, 
Jeremy Bulloch, Daniel 
Logan, Tim Rose, Warwick 
Davis, Billy Dee Williams, 
Amy Allen, and Peter 
Mayhew. This summer I was 
also fortunate enough to 
meet Tricia Barr in the park 
and am now thrilled when 
I see articles authored by 
her in the Insider!—Hannah 
Gu nderson, by email

Any original art, envelope art, comics, illustrations, news, 
stories, meeting information, or any materials voluntarily 
submitted become the property of Bantha Tracks. No 
compensation will be given for voluntary submissions, 
and there is no guarantee of publication. Submissions to 
Bantha Tracks will not be returned. Each submission must 
include the creator’s name, age, contact details, date the 
work was created, and a statement that the work is original, 
and created by the person submitting it. 

Send electronic fi les to: banthatracks@starwars.com
or send your snail mail to: Bantha Tracks, c/o Pete Vilmur, 
P.O. Box 29901, San Francisco, CA 94129

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

22 members of the “Queensland, Australia, Star Wars 
Appreciation Society” (QASWAS) gathered for this group 

shot at the Queensland premiere of The Force Awakens.

Leila Wistock wore her faux (we hope!) Wookiee fur to 
attend the premiere screening of The Force Awakens in 
Petaluma, California.



DAN MADSEN’S

DAN MADSEN’S

FIVE FEELGOOD SCENES

FIVE FEELGOOD SCENES

FROM THE
FROM THE STAR WAR SAGA! 

STAR WARS INSIDER’S FOUNDING EDITOR, AND PUBLICIST

FOR HER UNIVERSE, DAN MADSEN, SHARES FIVE SCENES

THAT ARE CERTAIN TO DELIGHT STAR WARS 

FANS EVERYWHERE!

I love it when Han Solo and 
Chewbacca zoom into action to save 
their friend. Han’s line, “You’re all 
clear kid. Now, let’s blow this thing 
and go home!” is thrilling beyond 
words! I can remember thinking 
that Luke was doomed until that 
shot from off-screen happens and 
you see Han cheering. That was the 
ultimate feel good moment for me, 
because, not only did it allow Luke 
to destroy the Death Star, but it 
redeemed Han as a hero. Han 
became the hero I wanted him to be. 
I’ll never forget that moment sitting 
in a darkened theater as a 14 year- 
old kid.

HAN SOLO RETURNS (A NEW HOPE, 1977) 

I have always loved the Jawas; their look, their walk, their voice, 
and their character. They just make me laugh and would love to 
see more Jawas in upcoming movies. They’re interesting little 
creatures and I want to see more of their lives. The way that 
one of the Jawas throws up his arms after Uncle Owen’s says, 
“What are you trying to sell me?” is a classic! 

JAWA POWER! (A NEW HOPE, 1977)

T
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THE FORCE IN ACTION (THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, 1980)

Yoda raising Luke’s 
downed X-wing out 
of the swamp and 
subsequent line, 
“That is why you fail,” 
truly conveys Yoda’s 
power and wisdom. 
For me, seeing Yoda 
do what Luke could 
not shows how much 
Luke still had to learn. 
I like how Yoda seems 
more crippled with 
age in Empire—it 
makes that moment 
when he raises 
the X-wing more 
powerful and still 
gives me goosebumps! 

 SIZE MATTERS NOT! (THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK, 1980)

As a little person who stands 
4 foot 2 inches tall, I related 
to Yoda and it was such an 
amazing thing for me to see 
this tiny fi gure be one of the 
greatest Jedi that ever lived, 
with powers unprecedented. 
When Yoda says, “Judge 
me by my size, do you?” 
it really spoke to me, for 
obvious reasons! It was 
a powerful statement that 
George Lucas was making—
that even the smallest of 
us can change the world 
and hide a power that 
some cannot see. I can’t 

Seeing Han and Chewie again in The Force 
Awakens is amazing. That moment when the 
door opens on the Millennium Falcon and Han 
and Chewie come through it, is a scene I truly 
thought I would never see. What’s most 
amazing is that it looks like the old Han and 
Chewie on the original Falcon set (Han is just 
a little grayer) and it feels like home. That’s 
why that line “Chewie, we’re home” is so fi tting 
and still sends chills up my spine. That 14 year-
old kid who watched the original fi lm in 1977 
came fully back into me at that moment and the 
feeling is indescribable. I know many others 
felt the same way. 

 BACK WHERE THEY BELONG (THE FORCE AWAKENS, 2015)

tell you how many 
times I took comfort 
and gained confi dence 
when thinking about 
Yoda saying that line. 
All my life, I have 
wanted people to 
judge me by what was 
inside and not by my 
size. Yoda was able to 
make that feeling come 
to life for me on that 
theater screen and it 
has been  my mantra 
ever since. I love the 
way children relate 
to that line, too!

Interview by 
Mark Newbold
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