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THE EDITOR

Dean Castle
Editor

T
he middle of the year is fast 
approaching – and it’s this 
time of year which separates 
two types of boaters. Either 

you’re packing your craft away for the 
cold winter months or taking advantage 
of the quieter waterways. Naturally, 
we’d suggest the latter as it means 
uninterrupted, glorious days on the 
water when the weather allows it, plus 
you still get all the benefits of getting 
away with the family, destressing from 
the weekday woes. You may even find 
yourself somewhat surprised at the 
beauty there is to be taken in along 
some of South Africa’s pristine boating 
hotspots. No matter your choice, we’ve 
an action-packed edition up ahead, 
specially for you.

Should you be packing away the boat 
and toys for the colder winter months, 
make sure you check out our guide 
on how to correctly winterize your 
craft to ensure it will last the looming 
hibernation; alternatively, if wearing a 
wetsuit can’t come between you and 
your leisure time on the water, page 
over to ‘Keep your Motor Running’ 
where we give you our exclusive advice 
on how to keep your motor in tip-top 
shape and ready for when you need to 
get on the water. What’s more, we’ve got 
some helpful guidance on how to easily 
look-after your pride and joy with ‘Top 
tips for Better Boating’ – you wouldn’t 

believe some of these unthought-of 
household remedies, such as fabric-
softener and pickle-juice! Looking to 
pick up some advice from the pros? 
Don’t miss our interview with Rob 
Naysmith – a highly experienced fishing 
charter operator who drops us the low-
down on everything you need to know 
to successfully catch a Mighty Marlin.

Last but certainly not least of the 
‘plenty more of what’s in store’, May 
is the month for mothers, and if you 
don’t yet have a plan to make it one to 
remember for the lady in your life, stop 
everything and page over to find out 
how to score all the brownie-points this 
Mother’s Day by doing it the nautical 
way. We’ll show you how to set up the 
whole day; your mom will be happy 
at your evident months of preparation 
you’ve put in, and you get to go boating 
– it’s a win, win!

On a separate note: the crew here 
at Leisure Boating magazine is always 
looking for quality, exclusive articles to 
present to you every month. If you’ve 
got an article suggestion that you think 
will inspire the minds of our local and 
international readership, drop us a line 
on Facebook.com/LeisureBoating –  
we’d love to hear from you.

Stuart Reichardt
Journalist
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48 Mighty Marlin
Marlin fishing is at the 

pinnacle of all sport fishing. 

With blue, black and striped 

marlin inhabiting South 

African waters, there is a 

festival of great fishing to be 

had. Leisure Boating throws 

out a line to charter boat 

captain Rob Naysmith to find 

out about the ins and outs of 

marlin fishing.  

52 Taking stock 
Professor Nadine Strydom, 

Bruce Mann and Edward 

Truter shoot from the hip with 

all the facts concerning over-

fishing and the decline of fish 

populations along the South 

African coastlines. 

04 Ground Swell 28
Recently launched and all-new, this locally-built 28-foot hydrofoil-assisted cat is sure to impress boaters who are 

looking for a smooth, comfortable ride in especially choppy conditions. Is the Ground Swell 28 the ideal sports 

fishing craft, or is it better suited to day cruising? Join the Editor in Gordon’s Bay and see what this craft has to offer.

BOAT REVIEW

48

04
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MAY 2016FEATURES

10 Destination: Ebenezer Dam
Fishing, water sports, photography and birding are all on 

the scenic agenda at Ebenezer Dam which is situated near 

Tzaneen on the Groot Letaba River. It falls between the 

Haenertsburg and Magoebaskloof in an area called the ‘Land 

of the Silver Mist’. It’s a sanctuary where the great outdoors 

is the greatest escape. 

12 Top maintenance tips for better boating
We take a look at the simplest remedies to solve nagging 

boat problems. We use sweet pickle juice to clean copper and 

soften brittle nylon rope with fabric softener, among a variety 

of other quick and easy fixes.

22 Mother’s Day the nautical way
This month we treat mom to a nautical Mother’s Day feast 

on board the boat. We pull out all the stops, rally the whole 

family around and spoil mom rotten ... because she deserves 

to be pampered properly. 

24 2-Stroke vs 4-Stroke
Today’s outboard motors offer greater power, increased 

reliability, faster top speeds, more responsive handling and 

they are better for the environment than their predecessors. 

But, making the choice between 2-Stroke and 4-Stroke 

outboards is never going to be easy - let us show you how!

26 Best estuary fest
Light tackle estuary fishing is one of the most rewarding 

pastimes and offers a blissful combination of natural scenic 

beauty, coupled with a solitude and peacefulness that can 

only be associated with a river meeting the ocean.

28 The PFD for me
85% of all drowning victims were not wearing life jackets. 

A life jacket is designed to save your life … it’s a non-

negotiable necessity when boating. So how do you go about 

choosing the correct PFD?

30 Thunderstruck
If you are an avid boater, at some stage in your boating 

career you will encounter a thunderstorm and this is when 

you’ll need to draw on your years of experience to outwit, 

outlast or outrun the storm. It’s your own real life game of 

Storm Survivor. 

32 Wonderful winterizing
Winterising your boat is a wonderful way to while away the 

cold and rainy winter months and get your boat into peak 

condition in anticipation of the start of the new season. 

36 Running on empty
Running out of fuel on a boat is dangerous and could leave 

you stranded at sea. Let’s look at a few easy methods such 

as trip calculations, hull maintenance and propeller care to 

keep your motor running.

REGULARS
18 Waterski bulletin
61 Subscribe to Leisure Boating
62 Boating news
64 Classifieds

38 Communication, captaincy & camaraderie
Being able to communicate with your crew effectively 

is essential for safety and promoting good seamanship. 

The difference between a poorly delivered order and an 

effectively delivered order is often the very thing that keeps 

you afloat. An effective captain has a happy, content and 

effective crew.  

44 Darkness falls
Navigating at night is not as difficult as it used to be as there 

are a number of aids and various electronic devices on the 

market that make night travel by boat that much easier, 

more enjoyable and even romantic. Leisure Boating switches 

the navigation lights on to enhance your night boating 

experience. 

56 Silver Fast luxury boat
Silver Fast is the fourth and most advanced motor yacht 

in the acclaimed Silveryachts series. Having built on the 

success and experience of the multi-award winning Silver, 

Silver Zwei and Smeralda, Silver Fast raises the Silveryachts 

standard to a new, incredibly impressive level. Join us on this 

truly luxurious trip.

58 The SA Agulhas II
As a shining beacon in the South African maritime fleet, 

the S.A. Agulhas II holds its flag high for all to see. Leisure 
Boating went below decks to find out more about the polar 

supply and research vessel that returns from Marion Island 

this month.

18



Swell 28



All-new and locally built, the Ground Swell 28-foot Walk-Around sets the stage 
for some serious angling. Built to perform, this hydrofoil-assisted cat is one 

mean competitor in fishing circles and it’s one catch you won’t want to release.

Words and pictures Dean Castle
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T
he Ground Swell 28 is set 

to fulfill the needs of many 

boaters. Sure, many companies 

these days will throw in a bow 

filler cushion and call the craft a 'family-

friendly fisher' for marketing purposes, but 

this 8.75 metre is a step ahead, aiming to 

quell your requirements for a smooth ride 

in varying sea conditions, and to be soft 

and forgiving enough for the whole family. 

But, what is it that makes this hull 

different to the rest? This walk-around craft 

is hydrofoil assisted. Shaped similar to an 

aircraft's wing, a sturdy hydrofoil is fitted 

inside the tunnel of the cat. By providing 

lift for your out-the-hole acceleration times, 

improving fuel efficiency, increasing top 

speed and improving overall ride comfort, 

the Ground Swell 28 is surely going to 

make waves and turn heads. 

If you look around at your local marina, 

you'll notice that hydrofoil craft are near 

non-existent, but this can be attributed 

to personal choice and fear of trying 

the unknown. The hydrofoil assisted cat 

design is impressive to say the least and 

elevates the Ground Swell to new heights. 

Interestingly, the builder, Ben Lochner, says 

that he was extremely impressed with the 

boat's ride even before they installed the 

hydrofoil – but the addition made the craft 

better, smoother, refined, and crisper on the 

water. If you’re still unsure about the new 

hydrofoil assisted design, one trip into the 

sea swell will certainly change your mind. 

This craft offers superior handling in the 

toughest conditions. 

Deck layout
The wide 2.8 metre beam of this craft 

maximizes the available onboard space 

with three distinct areas. Cushioned 

seating for four is located inside the helm 

and a further two crew can be seated, 

rearward-facing at the stern. You can safely 

let two kids sit on the seat, which is built 

onto the front of the wheelhouse, so that 

you can keep an eye on 'em while you're 
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on the way to the fishing grounds. With 

wide, almost panoramic windscreens 

surrounding the helm, the area is naturally 

well-lit and feels even more spacious 

than it is. It will certainly offer enough 

protection should the weather turn foul; 

but if the sun is beating down, simply open 

the roof vents and the wheelhouse receives 

plenty airflow to keep you cool. 

One of the best parts of the interior has 

to be the baiting station. With a built-in 

and plumbed sink, rod holders, seating and 

storage, this versatile section will ensure 

that the entire boat is kept neat and tidy on 

all your fishing trips.

Of course, no fishing boat would be 

complete without the necessities, and 

you'll find them all on board the Ground 

Swell 28. Everything you require from a 

serious fishing craft is present, including; 

rocket launcher rod holders on the canopy, 

trolling boards on the transom, padded 

gunwales for your thighs when you've got 

a big fish on, and a hatch for your catch on 

both sides of the craft. Although there is 

plenty for the avid angler to look forward 

to, one thing I found to be missing is a neat 

tackle drawer system. Although you do 

have a cabinet built into the binnacle, I'd 

personally prefer something a little more 

accessible at the stern for my hooks, lines 

and lures. However, as the Ground Swell 

is a locally produced craft, chat to your 

dealer about any options and accessories 
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you feel would make this craft perfectly 

suited for you.

As a walk-around, I'm truly impressed 

with the amount of space available on 

board. I had no trouble moving around 

and my hips didn't have to embody those 

of Shakira’s while walking between the 

gunwales and wheelhouse. I have already 

mentioned the padded gunwales, but take 

note of the height of this boat's sides all the 

way to the front. Standing in the bow, there 

is no reason to discount that you could 

have another two fish being fought from 

the front. I was pleased to note that there 

are plenty of grab rails dotted around the 

craft, showing that this craft is built to be 

family-friendly, and safe at that.

I really enjoyed the helm area. Although 

I did find that the steering wheel is set a 

bit off to the side for my own preference, 

it does have its merits. As a skipper, you 

get an elevated feel and great all-round 

visibility. The dash is neatly set out to 

offer you all the information you require 

at a glance. With a comfortable chair and 

relaxed driving position, there's little more 

you could ask for with a hull that runs so 

well and a craft that almost drives itself. 

Performance
There is an array of reasons why you 

should consider a cat as your next 

boat, especially if you're a fisherman. 

We have covered the advantages of cat 

hulls in depth in previous editions and 

I won't rehash those here; but in brief, 

it's important to note that cats offer 

more deck space than a comparably 

sized V-hull, they're more comfortable 

in choppy conditions, offer more initial 

stability and roll less when taking swell 

side on, and they require less draft (in the 

case of this review, only 0.45 metres of 

depth). The cons are that they cost more 

and they turn funny. I'm a believer in 

learning from people in the know; and 

if you take a look at your local marina, 

the guys who go out and can brave the 

inclement weather, own a cat.

With that said, let's take a look at this 

cat. As stated, the builder claims to be 

well-impressed without the hydrofoils 

having been fitted. I wasn't afforded this 

chance, so really, I can't say; but, I did get 

to try her out with the 'water wings' fitted, 

and it’s an impressive ride. 

The review craft was fitted with twin  

200 HP Suzuki 4-Stroke motors. These 

motors offer great power and efficiency, 

but I think I lot of credit is also owed to 

the hull and hydrofoils. The package as 

a whole sees great acceleration all the 

way up to a top speed of 45 knots – but if 

you're really light on the throttle you can 

get the consumption way down to a little 

above one litre per nautical mile. With this 

frugal consumption coupled with two 200 

litre built-in tanks, the Ground Swell 28 

will take you a very long way. 

Although swell wasn't a major factor on 

the review day, there was plenty of chop on 

the surface. With the hydrofoils providing 

lift and ensuring the hull rides higher in 

the water, you literally cruise over the 

lumps and bumps without feeling them. 
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Of course, the faster you go, the more air 

gets cushioned in the tunnel, and the ride 

becomes even softer.

If you really focus, you can nurse the 

Ground Swell 28 onto the plane with one 

motor – but once you're on that hydrofoil 

lift, you’ll have no problem cruising all the 

way home. 

One aspect which is important to note 

is that this cat doesn't behave like the 

others in tight corners. Crank over the 

steering and you'll find she's got a neat 

inward lean, more akin to a monohull.

Words cannot express just how well 

this craft handles, and I really do think 

it is down to the hydrofoil and hull 

combination. Try the Ground Swell 28 

yourself and you’ll surely get as much 

enjoyment out of it as I did.

Conclusion
This Ground Swell 28 Walk-Around is a 

relatively new boat on the market and I'm 

sure the manufacturer will constantly be 

on the lookout for upgrades and additions 

that will enhance this craft even more 

and ensure that it stays well ahead of its 

imported competitors. Whether you are 

taking a charter out for some serious game 

fishing or inviting friends for a day on the 

high seas, the Ground Swell 28  

won’t disappoint. 

Pricing of the Ground Swell 28 Walk-

Around starts at R513 000.

For more information contact X-Boats, a 

division of High and Dry boat lifts on  

(021) 845 9661 or 082 726 7387. LB
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Rpm              kts L/h l/nm l/nm

500               3.0  1.3  0.4  0.9 

1000               4.3  2.5  0.6  1.2 

1500               6.0  4.6  0.8  1.5 

2000               7.5  7.3  1.0  1.9 

2500             10.7  10.0  0.9  1.9 

3000             16.0  12.5  0.8  1.6 

3500             22.5  15.0  0.7  1.3 

4000             27.0  21.0  0.8  1.6 

4500             29.0  25.0  0.9  1.7 

5000             32.0  38.0  1.2  2.4 

5500             35.0  48.0  1.4  2.7 

6000             41.0  60.0  1.5  2.9

Ground Swell Performance
Twin Suzuki DF 200A

3 Blade 16" diam 20"pitch

Single Twin

2 persons 100l of fuel 

Wind: 0 kts 

Swell: 0.5m 

Single motor max 27 kts 

Planing: 3.5 seconds
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GEM OF THE MONTH

Where the great outdoors is the greatest escape

E
benezer Dam is situated 
near Tzaneen on the Groot 
Letaba River. It falls between 
the Haenertsburg and 

Magoebaskloof in an area called the 
‘Land of the Silver Mist’. The reservoir 
dam has a surface area of 386ha and 
supplies up to 70 million cubic litres to 
Tzaneen and the surrounding areas.

FISHING
Fishing is usually done by boat and there 
are a variety of different fish species 
including Largemouth and Smallmouth 
Bass, Catfish, Kurper, Golden Carp and 
Rainbow Trout. Bring rods, reels, hand 

lines and anything else you need for 
fishing. There is a small launch fee that is 
payable by boat owners. 

PHOTOGRAPHY AND BIRDING
Ebenezer Dam is a very picturesque 
dam and offers excellent opportunities 
for picnicking, camping, birding, fishing 
and a variety of boating activities. 
Expect early morning mist on the 
dam which simply adds to the allure 
of this wonderful dam. If you are into 
photography, get up early to get some 
shots of the mist wafting eerily above 
the water. If birding is your thing, then 
pull out your binoculars and take your 

long lenses and tripods along as there 
is a veritable flutter of birdlife for  
your viewing.

SWIM TO WIN
The Ebenezer Mile swimming race 
takes place here on the third Sunday 
of March at the Mountain Yacht Club. 
The mile was conceived in 1991 and 
the first race took place in 1992. 
The race was only possible after the 
yacht club received a blessing from 
the late Modjadji, the Rain Queen. 
This swimming event caters for 
participants and spectators and 
is a day filled with fun.

Words by Stuart Reichardt
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The dam itself has two main sections 
which are made up of the river section 
where there are rocks and trees, while 
the main dam area is perfect to visit 
and picnic. 

TAKE A LOAD OFF
Ebenezer Dam and the Magoebaskloof 
join to make one of the most scenic 

areas in the country, offering numerous 
activities, ample accommodation, 
restaurants and shops for those who 
need retail therapy. For all the rest, 
whose desire it is to wean themselves 
off the hub-hub of rush hour traffic, 
long working hours and the general 
stresses of everyday life, there are three 
things that will certainly improve your 

general welfare – a crackling braai 
fire under a star-filled canvas, the soft 
melodic strumming of a guitar and a 
double dose of your favourite brew.

HOW TO GET THERE
For complete directions to Ebenezer 
Dam contact the boat club on  
(015) 276 2341. LB



easy MAINTENANCE TIPS 
FOR BETTER BOATING
SIMPLE REMEDIES TO SOLVE 
NAGGING BOATING PROBLEMS
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SWEET 
PICKLES
The juice 

from a jar of 

sweet pickles 

is excellent 

for cleaning 

anything 

copper. If 

the ends of 

copper wiring 

are showing 

corrosion, clean 

them with 

sweet pickle 

juice. 

BROKEN 
V-BELT
If your V-belt is 

broken, you can do a 

temporary repair on 

it by using a couple 

of doubled over 

lengths of duct tape. 

This should hold long 

enough until you are 

able to make it back 

to the marina and fit a 

new V-belt.

FROZEN NUTS
Heat up the nut with a small handheld 

blowtorch and then hold a candle on the 

heated metal, allowing the melting wax to 

infiltrate the thread. The nut will soon become 

easier to remove as the molten wax lubricates 

the thread. 

BRITTLE 
NYLON 
ROPE 
If your nylon 

rope has 

become hard 

and brittle with 

age, soak it in 

a solution of 

fabric softener 

and water to put 

a spring back in 

its step.

BLACKBOARD CHALK
Buy a cheap box of blackboard chalk and put it in 

your toolbox. It will absorb any residual moisture 

and stop your tools from rusting.



TEL 044 382 4090 FAX 044 382 5188 EMAIL info@hondamarineknysna.co.za WEB www.hondamarineknysna.co.za

Visit us for your complete boating experience

NEW COUNTESSES FROM HONDA KNYSNA

Countess 190

Countess 170 cc

Elf 1350

Ski and Sea

Sea and Ski

Fun and Sea

FEATURES NO WOOD. INTERNAL FIBRE GLASS MOULD. DRAINAGE ABOVE 
& BELOW DECK. PROPER BILGE

SMOOTHER FASTER LIGHTER STRONGER
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SILICON SENSIBILITY
Add a spot of silicon underneath the legs 

of chairs and other movable chairs and 

this will stop them from sliding around 

in heavy weather. 

HIGH 
SPOTS
Use the chalk 

from your 

toolbox to find 

the high spot 

of a cupboard 

door or storage 

compartment 

on your boat 

that won’t close 

properly by 

rubbing chalk on 

the edge of the 

door and closing 

it. Where the 

chalk rubs off on 

the door frame 

that’s the high 

spot.

OLD FENDERS
Fenders that are old and showing dirt 

and discolouration can be painted with 

an acrylic-urethane enamel to bring them 

back to life.

CHAIN JOINT
To temporarily join two chains, use a bolt which has a shaft that can 

pass through the links with a larger head and nut that cannot pass 

through the links. 

BAILING SCOOP
Cut the bottom off an empty detergent 

bottle to make a bailing scoop if you have 

nothing else.

BLUE PAINTER’S TAPE
This tape gives you a very fine edge when 

painting and it does not leave any sticky residue 

behind when removed.
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ALL AFR ICAN 
& NAT IONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

WATERSKI BULLETIN

Words by Travis Fisher 
Pictures by Travis Fisher and Heidi Kebbel

W
ith winter well on it way 
the South African water 
ski season concluded with 
three fantastic water ski 

tournaments at the end of March.  See 
the report backs below and full results on 
www.waterskisa.co.za

SA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
REPORT BACK
The 2016 South African National 
Championships and All African 
Championships took place at Lake 
Grappa over the Easter weekend. 
Lake Grappa, located in the Northern 
Cape, 100km from Upington, is a 
man-made lake owned and run by the 

Visser family. Having previously hosted 
the SA National Championships, the 
last All African Championships and 
the Under 21 European and African 
Championships in 2012, Lake Grappa is 
a well established ski venue locally and 
internationally.

Skiing got underway with the trick 
event early on the morning of Friday, 
25 March. Unfortunately, the wind was 
blowing, making the water choppy and 
skiing difficult, but this did not deter 
the skiers who posted some standout 
performances, despite the conditions.

In the Under 17 Girls Trick division, 
Hannah de Jongh took home the gold 
medal scoring a new personal best and 

very respectable score of 3350 points, 
as well as taking home the prize for 
the Most Improved Trick Skier of the 
year. In the Open Men’s Trick division, 
it was defending champion, Matthew 
Nieuwstadt who won the gold medal 
with a best score of 3520 points. In the 
Over 45 Men’s Division, Belgium’s Yves 
Saintviteux finished in first place with 
5290 points while Dennis de Jongh, the 
first South African, scored 1370 points, 
coming home in second place.

Later that afternoon, the sun came out 
and the wind died down in time for the 
start of the slalom event. In the Under 
12 Boys, young gun, Jason Stegmann 
finished in first place with 2 buoys at 

A FEAST OF COMPETITION SLALOM AND TRICK SKIING  
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49 km/h at on an 18m rope. In the Under 
14 Boys, local skier, TR Visser, finished in 
first place with 4 buoys at 52km/h on an 
18m rope making the most of his home 
ground advantage.

In the Under 17 Boy’s division, Dylan 
Lowe earned himself the national title 
by scoring 1 buoy at 58km/h on a 12m 
rope. Lowe also took home the prize 
for the Most Improved Slalom Skier of 
the year. Nicholas Stegmann finished in 
second place with 0.5 buoys on a 13m 
rope at 58km/h. In the Under 21 Ladies 
division, Robyn Viljoen score 0.5 buoys 
on a 13m rope at 55km/h to take home 
the honours.

In the Under 21 Men’s division, local 

skier, Duan Zaaiman scored 1 buoy at 
58km/h on a 12m rope to take home the 
gold medal. In the Open Ladies Division, 
Michaela Wilson from the Western Cape 
finished in first place with a best score of 
5.5 buoys at 55km/h on a 16m rope.

The Open Men division was a tightly 
contested affair with Eamon van der 
Merwe showed us why he is the current 
SA record holder, taking home the gold 
medal with 4.5 buoys on a 12 rope at 
58km/h. Just half a buoy behind, Travis 
Fisher finished in second place with 4 
buoys on a 12m rope at 58km/h. In the 
Over 35 Men, Andrew Tresling finished 
in first place with a best score of 3.5 
buoys on a 13m rope at 55km/h. In the 

Over 45 Ladies division, Lizette Bekker 
took home the gold medal with a best 
score of 3.5 buoys at 55km/h on a 16m 
rope. In the Over 45 Men’s division, 
Anton Viljoen took first place with a 
best score of 3.5 buoys on a 12m rope at 
55km/h. In the Over 55 Ladies division, 
Jan Johnson scored 2.5 buoys on a 13m 
rope at 55km/h to take home the win.

In the jump event, Aidan van der 
Merwe came out tops in the Under 17 
Boys with a jump of 14.1m. In the Under 
21 Ladies division, Robyn Viljoen jumped 
9.7m to take home the win. In the Open 
Men’s division, Matthew Nieuwstadt 
finished in first place, retaining his 
national title with a jump of 30.2m.  
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WATERSKI BULLETIN

In the Over 45 Ladies division, Lizette 
Bekker jumped 23.8m for the win.

ALL AFRICA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
REPORT BACK
After the completion of the SA 
National Championships which ended 
on the Saturday afternoon, the All 
Africa Championships kick-started 
with their trick event.

Some of the highlight performances 
included Hannah de Jongh tricking 3190 
points to become the All Africa Under 17 
Girls Trick Champion. In the Open Men’s 
Trick Division, Matthew Nieuwstadt 
finished in first position with a score of 
3980 points.

In the slalom event, standout 
performances included an exciting battle 
between the Under 17 Boys for the All 
Africa title with Nicholas Stegmann 
and Dylan Lowe competing for first 
place. Lowe went out first and scored 5 
buoys on the 13m rope at 58km/h while 
Stegmann managed a full run on a 13m 
rope for the first time to take home the 
Under 17 Boys All Africa title. In the 
Open Men’s division, Eamon van der 
Merwe and Travis Fisher were at it again, 
both running a 12m rope (the only skiers 
to do so the entire weekend), with Van 
Der Merwe coming out on top. In the 
Under 21 jump event division, Dieter 
Kebbel from Namibia took top honours 

with a jump of 20.5 metres. The Open 
Men jump event was won by Matthew 
Nieuwstadt with a jump of 29.8m and 
the Over 45 Ladies jump event was won 
by Lizette Bekker with a jump of 23.3 
metres.

SKI WORLD NAUTIQUE OPEN 
REPORT BACK
The Ski World Nautique Open took 
place over the long weekend of the 18 to 
20 March 2016 at Ski World in Benoni. 
Located just 15 minutes from the airport, 
five minutes to the nearest mall and 
with a pro-shop, restaurants and hotel 
on site, this is certainly a great venue 
for skiing competitions and recreation. 

SLALOM EVENT WINNERS
• Under 12 Girls  

Lexine Mills (Nam)
• Under 12 Boys  

Jason Stegmann (SA)
• Under 14 Boys 

 TR Visser (South Africa)
• Under 17 Girls  

Maggie van Veen (Nam)
• Under 17 Boys  

Nicholas Stegmann (SA)
• Under 21 Ladies  

Robyn Viljoen (SA)
• Under 21 Men  

Dieter Kebbel (Nam)
• Open Ladies  

Michaela Wilson (SA)
• Open Men 

Eamon van der Merwe (SA)
• Over 35 Men 

 Andrew Tresling (SA)
• Over 45 Ladies 

Lizette Bekker (SA)
• Over 45 Men  

Anton Viljoen (SA)
• Over 55 Ladies  

Jan Johnson (SA)
• Under 21 jump event  

Dieter Kebbel (Nam)  
best jump of 20.5m

• Open Men jump event  
Matthew Nieuwstadt (SA)  
best jump of 29.8m.

• Over 45 ladies jump event  
Lizette Bekker (SA)  
best jump of 23.3m.
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The conditions were perfect with the 
sun out and windless conditions, setting 
the stage for some great skiing and even 
better scores.

In the Under 12 Boys, Jason Stegmann 
scored 1 buoy at 52km/h on a 16m rope. 
Older brother Nicholas Stegmann ran 
his first 12m pass at 58km/h to achieve a 
phenomenal score of 2 buoys at 58km/h 
on an 11m rope. In the Open Division, 
it was the return of the great Peter Klein, 
who scored a fantastic 2.5 buoys on an 
11m rope at 58km/h.

In the Over 35 Men division, Richard 
Levy was the only skier to score 2 buoys 
on a 10.75m rope at 55km/h and finished 
first in the division. In the Over 45 Ladies 

division, Lizette Bekker scored a best of 
4.5 buoys at 55km/h on an 18m rope. 
In the Over 45 Men’s division, Robbie 
Alexander scored 2.5 buoys on an 11.25m 
rope at 55km/h. In the Over 55 Ladies 
division, Jan Johnson scored a best of 4.5 
buoys at 52km/h on a 13m rope to take 
home the win.

Next time you are in or near Benoni, 
go visit Ski World for a skiing lesson or 
pop in and get excellent advice from the 
staff at Ski Nautique on all your skiing 
equipment purchases. Alternatively, 
contact them directly via their website at 
www.skiworld.co.za.

Well done to all the skiers who 
competed in both of the fiercely contested 

competitions and if these competitions 
are any indication of what lies ahead, it is 
surely going to be an exciting 2016/2017 
water ski season. LB

FOLLOW US!
Follow us on our website at  
www.waterskisa.co.za or find us on 
Twitter @waterskisa. Contact us through 
Facebook at “South African Tournament 
Water-Ski”or Instagram us with the 
#hashtag, “waterskisa”. This will ensure 
you stay updated with latest news, 
calendars, results, teams, and tips on the 
skiing scene. Bookmark the webpage 
and check for weekly updates.
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T
his Mother’s Day it’s 
time to pull out all the 
stops and prepare your 
boat for the best possible 
nautically-inspired 
celebration. Rally the 

whole family around, because we’re 
about to spoil mom rotten.

THE PLAN
The first step to set your plan in motion 
is to reserve mom for Mother’s Day, 
because the last thing you want is her 
going off with the book club ladies to a 
string ensemble at the local library. Get 
your request in early so there are no 
hiccups. Now that you’ve got mom in 

the bag, it’s time to decide what type of 
boating experience you and your family 
are going to offer her, as there are a 
number of options. 

A BREAKFAST RUN
A breakfast on board the boat is a great 
way to start Mother’s Day. Stock the 
boat up with the most scrumptious 
delights and pick mom up early on 
the morning and transfer her to the 
boat. Go all out, let the family rally 
around her while you cook the eggs, 
crispy bacon, croissants, mushrooms, 
tomatoes and fried onion. The smell of 
your best mocha will form the backdrop 
to this culinary Mother’s Day breakfast 

feast. Make the morning on the boat 
even more special with everyone 
presenting mom with a small gift and a 
card. It’ll make mom feel like a million 
bucks and it’s the least you can do to 
show your appreciation for all the years 
of kindness and love she has provided. 

BRUNCH IN THE SUN
If your mother is not able to make the 
early morning breakfast run, prepare 
a brunch and get the whole family 
involved. Add some scrumptious 
sausages, potato pancakes, French 
loaf and a choice of cheeses to the 
mix of eggs and bacon and pull out 
the champagne for a consummate 

Spoil mom to a luxury boat trip with a difference
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MOTHER’S DAY
The Nautical Way
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celebration. Once all the gastronomical 
delights have settled in satisfied 
stomachs, take the boat out on a cruise 
and let mom be at the helm. Prepare a 
certificate at home and hand it to her in 
recognition of her captaining the ship. 
It should say something along the lines 
of “In recognition of the captain that 
has kept this boat afloat through thick 
and thin” or “You’re the captain of our 
hearts” or “We’re glad that you are at 
the helm of our ship”.   

LAVISH LUNCHEON
Moms always love a good lunch 
with family. Get the whole family on 
board, including mom and prepare her 
favourite lunch. Spare no cost when 
it comes to the best ingredients after 
finding out what her meal of choice is. 
It’s her day, let her decide on the menu. 

Sit together on the boat and enjoy a 
lunch fit for a queen. Make sure mom 
gets the best seat on the boat, because 
she is the dignitary of the day. 

DOCKSIDE DINNER
If your boat does not have the facilities 
to prepare a meal on board, opt for the 
evening cruise with bubbly and then 
take mom for a wonderful dockside 
dinner with the family. Let her sit at 
the head of the table because this is 
her day, all day. Let her regale you 
with stories from her childhood and 
she’ll want hugs of course, lots of hugs, 
particularly from the grandchildren. 

MOTHER’S DAY NAUTICAL  
GIFT IDEAS
•  A nautical themed gift basket 
•  A wool poncho to fend off the cool 

sea breezes
•  A Swedish headband for added 

comfort and warmth
•  Woollen beanie to keep her head 

snug
•  A subscription to her favourite 

boating magazine
•  A pair of Sperry top-sider boating 

shoes with anchor motifs
•  A nautical-themed scrapbook filled 

with photos of the family

This Mother’s Day there is only one 
captain on your boat and that’s mom. 
Her orders stand, unless she’s had too 
much bubbly and is aiming your boat 
towards an oil tanker in the shipping 
lanes. But, as long as she’s not about 
to crash the boat … she remains in 
charge! 

Happy Mother’s Day. LB
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WHAT TYPE OF OUTBOARD MOTOR SUITS YOUR APPLICATION BEST? 

Words by Walter Ellis

C
oupled with the ever-
improving technical 
advancements in modern 
outboard motors comes 

the dilemma of deciding whether 
to purchase a 2-stroke or 4-stroke 
engine to suit your particular needs. 
Today’s outboards offer greater power, 
increased reliability, faster top speeds, 
more responsive handling and they are 
better for the environment than their 
predecessors. But, making the choice 
between a 2-stroke or 4-stroke outboard 
is not easy. Leisure Boating uncovered 
some of the pros and cons of both these 
motor types to settle the score once and 
for all.

WHAT THE MANUFACTURERS SAY
All outboard manufacturers profess that 
their particular range of outboard motors 

is better than the next manufacturer. 
While individual components and 
design elements might be better in one 
manufacturer’s outboards than that 
of other manufacturer, each will have 
positive attributes and elements attached 
to their particular brand. It’s human 
nature and good marketing to promote a 
brand of outboard motors by painting the 
rosiest picture. So, don’t be completely 
swayed by how a manufacturer promotes 
its brand as this article aims to narrow 
the differences down between 2-stroke 
and 4-stroke engines. Only then should 
you start looking for a manufacturer that 
suits your outboard needs.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
Outboard motors are generally 
categorised as 2-stroke or 4-stroke 
motors and this refers to the number of 

strokes the piston attains to complete 
a full power cycle. Both these types of 
motors work on the same combustion 
principles yet they are manufactured and 
engineered quite differently, each with its 
own advantages and disadvantages. 

2-STROKE OUTBOARDS
In 2-stroke outboards, the fuel-air 
mixture enters the combustion chamber 
via a gap in the side of the cylinder and 
the exhaust gases exit through another 
exit vent in the cylinder. Initially, 2-stroke 
engines utilised carburetors to control 
the fuel-air mixture – but these days 
have been replaced by more efficient, 
computerised, direct injection motors. 
Carbureted outboard motors are not 
particularly fuel efficient. The newer 
direct injection 2-stroke motors enjoy 
vastly improved consumptions and 
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lower emissions. 2-stroke outboards are 
also often lighter than their 4-stroke 
counterparts as they don’t require 
camshafts, valves and belts. With 
this reduction in moving parts in the 
2-stroke engine, comes a reduction in 
replacement parts. The engine’s internal 
components are lubricated from oil 
that is mixed with the fuel in 2-stroke 
engines. Carbureted motors will be 
phased out eventually as increasingly 
stringent emission legislation is enforced 
and fuel injected 2-stroke motors take 
their place. 

PROS OF 2-STROKE MOTORS
Lighter in weight
Accelerate quickly
In some cases have higher top end
Cheaper to purchase
Easy to repair
Many secondhand options available
Good resale value 

CONS OF 2-STROKE MOTORS
Dirtier emissions
Must mix oil with fuel on older 
models
Idle more roughly 
Noisier than 4-stroke models
Carburetors can clog when not in use
Spark plugs can foul up

4-STROKE OUTBOARDS
In 4-stroke outboard motors the air-
fuel mixture flows into the combustion 
chamber through a set of intake valves 
and the exhaust emissions leave via 
exhaust valves. These intake and exit 
exhaust valves, commonly termed the 
valve train, add to the weight of the 
4-stroke engine making it heavier than 
its 2-stroke counterpart. Modern design 
and manufacture of 4-stroke motors 
sees them getting lighter and extracting 
more horsepower year after year. The 
4-stroke motor has an oil filter and oil 

pan, needing regular oil changes like 
those undertaken in a car. 4-stroke 
engines offer excellent performance 
via engine management systems 
across the power band, offer low 
emissions and unrivalled fuel 
economy.

PROS OF 4-STROKE MOTORS
Quiet and smooth
Fuel efficient
Great for trolling
No oil and gas mixture required
Smooth idle
Less pollution
Very reliable

CONS OF 4-STROKE MOTORS
Heavier than 2-strokes
Can be more expensive to repair
More expensive to purchase
More parts to malfunction
Harder to transport due to extra 
weight

CONSIDER THE VERDICT
In modern outboard motors, fuel 
economy and speed are comparable 
in 2-strokes and 4-strokes. 
2-strokes tend to accelerate faster 
due to their lighter weight than 
4-strokes, but 4-strokes tend to be 
quieter, have more torque and have 
lower emissions than 2-strokes. 
Both 2-stroke and 4-stroke engines 
enjoy highly advanced 
technologies. Your decision to 
purchase an outboard should be 
based on finding a balance between 
personal choice, ease of use, and a 
cost that suits your pocket. LB
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BEST 
ESTUARY FEST 
LIGHT TACKLE LURE FISHING IN ESTUARIES CAN BE VERY REWARDING

W
hy estuaries you ask? 
Well, for starters 
estuary fishing 
offers a blissful 

combination of natural scenic 
beauty, solitude and a peacefulness 
that can only be associated with 
a river. But, before you throw 
your family, rods and tackle into 
the bakkie and head off, a little 
planning is required. 

ORGANISING THE TRIP
First a little research will always do 
wonders. A quick Google search 
will locate the estuaries in your 
area. Once you have decided which 
estuary you are going to fish, do a 
quick study of the lay of the land, 
where the best visible fishing spots, 
inlets and holes are to be found. 
When looking at a topographical 

map of the estuary, it will be a lot 
easier to assess where the best 
fishing spots are located.

CHECK THE TIDES
It is always best to fish estuaries 
during spring tides as this creates 
movement in the water and 
increases the flow of water in and 
out of the estuary. The movement 
of water increases fish activity and 
improves the size of catches.

TYPES OF FISH
If you are not familiar with the types 
of fish found at a particular estuary, 
do some research online as to local 
fish types and lure suggestions. You 
will often find blogs and comments 
from other anglers as to the best 
spots to fish and tips on the best 
tackle to take along. 
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BANK OR BOAT?
You can use a boat when estuary fishing 
or you can opt for fishing from the 
banks and sand bars, which is equally 
rewarding. A small manoeuvrable boat 
will allow you and your family the 
freedom to explore more of the estuary 
than when you are on foot. A small 
three-metre boat with a 20hp engine 
is more than sufficient when fishing in 
estuarine conditions. 

TACKLE TALK
Estuarine fishing requires a selection of 
bottom water, mid water and top water 
lures. Bring along a selection of light 
rods so that the whole family can get 
involved … and catch fish.

FISH FINDING
Spend some time checking out the 
estuary for the best holes, banks, 
channels and drop-off spots for fishing. 
Gather all the information you need 
and then you can embark on your 
fishing expedition. Polarised sunglasses 
will help you to more easily determine 
the lay of the underwater environment 
and this will then help you make better 
fish location determinations. Keep an 
eye out for bait fish, particularly near 
deeper channels and drop-off points, 
as these attract bigger predatory fish … 
the ones you want to catch. 

WORK YOUR LURES
Working your lures into the current 
or with the current will both realise 
success. Don’t forget to fish next to 
cliffs on the river banks as they often 
have deep holes below them where fish 
like to reside and river bends also tend 
to house more fish. Rocky areas that 
disappear at high tide are also good 
hunting grounds.

ESTUARY CARE
Estuaries are the breeding ground and 

nurseries for many different types of 
fish. The estuary ecosystem is a sensitive 
one, so try and do as little damage as 
possible when fishing there. Catch-
and-release is important in estuaries. 

LEAVE NO TRAIL
Fishing estuaries offers anglers a 
wonderful opportunity to get close to 
nature with the whole family and enjoy 
the holiday of a lifetime. Always 
remember to leave the place just as you 
found it. LB
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Selecting the correct life jacket or PFD, is extremely important for your survival

C
lose to 80% of all boating 
accident deaths are due to 
drowning. What’s worse than 
that statistic is the fact that 

about 85% of all drowning victims were 
not wearing life jackets. A life jacket is 
designed to save your life … it’s a non-
negotiable fact when boating. So how 
do you go about choosing the correct 
PFD for yourself?

One look around your closest boating 
supply store will usually uncover 
numerous types of personal flotation 
devices in a variety of shapes, sizes 

and colours. This wide array simply 
makes choosing the PFD that suits your 
particular type of water activity that 
much easier.

PFD SUGGESTIONS
Choose a PFD that offers you the best 
possible flotation as this will keep you 
higher in the water, reducing your 
propensity for drowning or taking in 
water through your nose and mouth. 

TRY OUT THE PFD
If you are unsure which PFD is most 

suitable to you, leave a holding deposit 
at the store and take their demo model 
PFDs to a swimming pool to try them 
out. This way you will be able to gauge 
and purchase the PFD that suits you 
completely. Swim around for a while to 
feel the freedom of movement. If you 
are finding swimming difficult, with 
limited freedom of movement, it might 
be necessary to try a different PFD for 
your particular body shape. If you are 
a competent swimmer, take the life 
jacket off while you are in the water 
and see if it is easy to put back on. It 

THE PFD 
FOR ME
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TOP PFD TIPS
• Put your PFD on before you climb aboard should 

you store it away from the boat.
• Get children accustomed to PFDs early and it will 

become second nature for them to wear one.  
• All PFDs should be the correct size or they can 

easily come off in the water.
• Make sure your PFD is correctly adjusted.
• Never wear an auto inflate PFD under clothing as 

this will restrict it from inflating properly.
• Try the PFD on in the store to ensure it fits 

perfectly.
• Wearing a PFD considerably extends your survival 

time in cold water.
• Purchasing a PFD with a crotch strap will stop it 

riding up when you are in the water.

CARING FOR YOUR PFD
• Don’t alter your PFD as this will negatively affect 

its integrity and may come apart when being used. 
• Don't put heavy objects on your PFD, or use it as a 

boat fender or kneeling pad, because PFDs tend to 
lose buoyancy when they are crushed. 

• Let your PFD dry completely before stowing it in a 
well-ventilated place. 

• If the boat goes into storage, remove the PFDs and 
keep them at home. 

• Never dry a PFD in a tumble dryer or with another 
direct heat source as this can negatively affect the 
material it is made of.

• Write your boat’s name on the PFDs in indelible 
ink. 

is also advised that when children are 
fitted with PFDs they get a chance to 
test them out in the pool. Type 2 life 
jackets that flip the child onto his/her 
face are suggested, and will result in less 
panicking from the child as they feel 
safer and rest more easily in the water.

PFDS FOR KIDS
Selecting PFDs for children is always 
going to be a challenge but do not be 
swayed to buy your child a PFD that 
they will grow into. A life jacket or PFD 
that is too big is unsafe and can slip  

off very easily when the child is in  
the water. 

INSPECTION SECTION
All life jackets and PFDs should be 
inspected regularly for wear and tear, 
fraying and sun damage. If the PFD is 
damaged and the clips have become 
brittle and the straps are worn, it might 
be necessary to purchase a new one.  
Check for holes, rips and tears all over 
the PFD. Check that the seams and 
straps are in good condition, as well as 
any clips and fasteners. Pull on straps 

to make sure they are secure. Faded life 
jacket material usually indicates that the 
fabric has degraded and the life jacket 
needs replacement. Remember to cut off 
all the straps and clips from the old PFD 
before throwing it away so that nobody 
else can use it.

LET’S SAVE LIVES
PFDs are a valuable and necessary 
safety accessory on every boat and often 
save the lives of those who wear them. 
As the PFD acronym states, it is, after 
all, your ‘personal flotation device’. LB



prevailing weather conditions online 

before venturing out. If the forecast is 

thunderstorms, high swell action and rain, 

then boating should never be an option. 

AVOIDING THE STORM
Most storms need certain favourable 

conditions for them to be able to form. 

These conditions are often predictable, 

such as frontal systems that create unstable 

atmospheric conditions. Learning to read 

weather maps is one thing, but learning 

to read the sky and becoming your own 

weatherman is another important tool in 

the arsenal of a boater.

CAUGHT IN THE STORM
You won’t be able to predict the severity of 

the thunderstorm every time. There might 

be times when the ominous looking 

black clouds approach and your gut feel 

tells you it is going to be a severe storm 

only to turn out to be rather insignificant. 

Other times, a look at the innocuous 

clouds coming in belies the wrath of the 

storm as it engulfs your boat. The one 

thing that is certain is that weather is 

unpredictable. With frontal systems there 

can be movement of clouds and winds 

in a variety of different directions. The 

entire frontal system can move in one 

direction while the storm is moving in 

another. Getting to know the possible 

movements of the frontal system and how 

the thunderstorm is able to move within 

this system is imperative to understanding 

adverse weather at sea and therefore 

ensuring your safe return to land.

THUNDER
You either know how to handle a thunderstorm 

– or you don’t

I
f you’re an avid boater like we at 

Leisure Boating are, at some stage you 

will encounter a thunderstorm and 

this is when you’ll need to draw on 

your years of experience to outwit, outlast 

or outrun the storm. It’s your own real life 

game of Survivor. 

WHAT’S THE WEATHER?
As a boater you need to glean information 

from all the sources that are available to 

you such as local TV weather reports and 

meteorological data from internet sites 

such as WindGURU and Buoyweather. It 

will also become second nature to watch 

for any signs that indicate there might be 

a storm brewing. There will be occasions 

though that offer little advanced warning 

for a thunderstorm. Always check the 
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IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS
If you do find yourself in a thunderstorm, 

some of your immediate problems will 

be a partial or complete loss of visibility 

and rapidly increasing swell size. Every 

storm situation is different and handling 

the storm depends on your boat size, sea 

conditions, storm conditions, severity of 

wind and a variety of other variables. Your 

response to these variables will determine 

how well you negotiate the thunderstorm. 

If you are in a small boat, high seas can be 

a very real and dangerous threat. In this 

situation it is important not to make any 

rash decisions and avoid panicking.

CONSIDER YOUR POSITION
Be aware of your position at all times, 

avoiding shorelines, estuaries and inlets. 

In the limited visibility of the storm, 

make sure you are hyper aware of other 

boats around you to avoid any collisions. 

Slow down if possible. If swells and wave 

action do become threatening, head into 

the wind and make slow headway until 

conditions improve. 

WINDY TIMES
The turbulent wind often associated with 

thunderstorms is caused by the down 

draft which is created by the falling rain. 

This is caused by the rain pulling air down 

with it, and blowing the air outwards from 

the rainfall area. As the cell of rain passes 

over the boat, the wind will slack off and 

then pick up in the opposite direction as 

the boat passes through the back side of 

the storm.  
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FINDING SHELTER
If you are far from port and feel you need 

to find shelter in the bay of a peninsula, 

you will need to be very clear about the 

depth of the water and highly cognisant 

of rocky shores. If you determine that the 

situation is life threatening, sacrificing the 

boat to save the crew might be necessary, 

as a last resort.

BE PREPARED 
Ensuring that the boat is stocked with the 

necessary safety equipment is paramount 

as an extra line of defence against any 

storm. Negotiating thunderstorms is 

always going to be tricky, but tackled with 

the correct boating skills and keeping a 

level head will have you finding clearer 

weather and calmer waters in no time.  

STRUCK
Words by Stuart Reichardt
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Ensuring that you and your boat get to live another day

I
t’s cold and rainy, you’ve 
rearranged your tools three times, 
you’ve repaired things around 
the house that were perfectly 

good in the first place, you’ve irritated 
the dog, you’ve searched through the 
boxes in the spare room cupboard for 
things you think you might have lost, 
you’ve irritated your wife and you’ve 

changed TV channels 35 times since you 
collapsed onto the couch five minutes 
ago. While flicking channels, your 
mind tosses and turns in an uneasy 
suspended animation, a flux of sorts 
that culminates in a horrific hiatus 
and during the rollercoaster downhill 
of jumbled thoughts that follow, your 
mind eventually spits out the answer 

to the pressing question that’s been 
nagging you for so long. What should 
I do in my spare time during winter? 
The answer to this burning question 
is of course very simple, as it doesn’t 
involve discovering new technologies 
to alleviate the world’s current energy 
crisis such as a perpetual movement 
motor developed in the depths of 
a dimly lit garage. No, it involves 
tinkering with your favourite girl, 
stripping her to her bare bits and giving 
her a good once-over. We’ll give you a 
few moments to get your mind out of 
the gutter, and when you do eventually 
surface from your memorable meander 
down lingerie lane, we can get down 
to preparing your boat for those cold 
winter months. The symptom: cabin 
fever. The cause: procrastination. The 
cure: winterising your boat.

CLEANING UP
Take as much unnecessary gear as 
you can off your boat. This includes 
lifejackets, electronics, cushions, fishing 
rods and any other items that are not a 
fixture on the boat and can be damaged 
by the cold, wet weather. Clean out the 
galley of all foodstuffs because you don’t 
want to return to the boat after winter 
has passed to find 12 new strains of 
bacteria, mould and a veritable minefield 
of mushrooms thriving below deck. Also, 
remove all pots and pans and run them 
through the dishwasher at home to get 
them sparkling clean. Remember to get 
rid of all rubbish and waste on board as 
it will attract flies and rats.
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BETTER BATTERIES
One aspect of boating maintenance that 
seldom changes is caring for the boat’s 
battery over the winter period. Remove 
the cables and clean the terminals with a 
wire brush. A paste made of baking soda 
and water will help removing buildup on 
the terminals. Check the water levels of 
flooded electrolyte batteries and top up 
any of the reservoirs with distilled water 
that are low. If you own a desulphating 
battery charger/battery doctor, using 
it will help to maintain the integrity of 
the battery and increase its lifespan. 
Alternatively, charge the battery with a 
normal battery charger and store it in a 
dry place during the winter months.

OUTBOARD MOTOR(S)
Flush the motor(s) with fresh water 
to ensure all of the corrosive salt and 
brack water is removed from the engine 
and this will inhibit corrosion during 
the months that the boat is not in use. 
The fuel line can be removed when 
the engine is running to remove all 
fuel from the carburetors and this will 
prevent a buildup of deposits when the 
fuel evaporates. Another aspect of the 
outboard that needs attention in the 
winterising process is changing the gear 
case oil and applying marine grease to 
the propeller shaft and threads. Wash 
the engine down with soap and water 
and then rinse it off. Changing the oil 
and oil filter is also suggested as well as 
checking the spark plugs.

INBOARD MOTORS
Run the engine until it is warm and 
then change the oil. When the oil is 
warm, the impurities within the oil tend 
to drain away during the oil change. 
Change the oil filter at the same time 
you change the oil. Remove, check and 
replace spark plugs if they are showing 
signs of wear and corrosion.  
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QUICK ENGINE 
MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST
• Add petrol stabiliser 
• Keep the fuel tank full to reduce 

condensation
• Check plugs, wires, rotor and cap
• Check belts and adjust tension
• Check all hoses
• Clean the fuel screens
• Replace the fuel filter
• Check the throttle and shift 

cables 
• Lube the throttle and shift cables 

and linkages
• Flush the cooling system
• Drain the block, manifold and 

circulating pump
• Change gear oil
• Change oil and oil filter 
• Check the gimbal bearings
• Grease gimbals and U-joints
• Lubricate all splines
• Check sacrificial anodes 
• Fog the engine to inhibit 

corrosion
• Check steering and power trim 

fluids
• Touch up nicks and scratches to 

prevent corrosion
• Check the propeller and hub, 

adding marine grease
• Replace the water pump impeller
• Spray electrical connections with 

moisture repellent
• Spray entire engine with an anti-

corrosion treatment
• Check fuel line and bulb
• Remove engine drain plugs and 

store in a safe place
• Degrease the engine and spray 

with a protective silicon.

STERN DRIVES 
Remove any sediment buildup on 
the stern drive such as plant life and 
barnacles. Drain the gear case oil and 
replace it with new oil, checking for 
milky sediment which indicates that 
water is mixing with the gear case oil. 
The milky sediment might mean that 
the gear case seals need replacing. 
If the stern drive has a rubber boot, 
check it for cracks. Refer to the owner’s 
manual if you are unsure on a particular 
subject and check for additional 
recommendations by the manufacturer. 
Change the oil, oil filter and check spark 
plugs for wear, replacing if necessary.

BEAUTIFUL BILGES
Clean the bilge properly using 
biodegradable soap and a stiff brush to 
get rid of any oil. Get the bilge as dry 
and clean as possible.

OUT OF WATER STORAGE
If your boat is stored out of the water, 
pressure wash the hull, cleaning off 
any barnacles from the hull and props, 
rinsing and cleaning all the through-
hull fittings and strainers. End off with a 
good wax job for added protection.

COVER THE BOAT 
Cover the boat with a fitted tarpaulin to 
stop water getting in during the winter 
months. Water left in a boat will soon 
turn to mould and it will quickly build 
up and damage canvas and cause metal 
fittings to rust. Access to undercover or 
indoor storage is always the first prize 
for your boat during winter as it offers 
the driest possible environment. 

WINTER WOES
The benefits of winterising your boat are 
evident and undertaking this important 

preventative maintenance will ensure 
that you and your boat get to live 
another day. Why? Because if you had 
changed the TV channel one more time 
while you slouched on the couch under 
your dark thundercloud of boredom, 
your wife would surely have beaten you 
about the head with the nearest heavy 
metal paella pan. We urge you, do not 
under any circumstances press that 
button on the remote! Click … LB
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NATAL CARAVANS & MARINE
Contact Bill Harrison: 6 Kirk Rd, Pinetown, KZN

Email: info@natalcaravans.co.za
Website: www.natalcaravans.co.za

* Deliveries nation wide 

* Finance with all major banks

SA’s Top selling outboard motor

Renowned reliability + durability

Renowned corrosion resistance

Wide range of advanced 2 and 4 stroke models

FULL RANGE OF ANGLER BOATS

OFF-SHORE & UTILITY BOATS

SEACAT - 465 TO 636

EXPLORER UTILITY - 465 TO 19’

PANACHE - Outboard & Inboard Boats

BENGUELA 530 F/C & C/C CAT
BENGUELA 17 & 19 MONO-HULL

RANGE OF ESPRIT 17’ to 19’ Boats
FULL RANGE OF YAMAHA BOATS PLUS

Range of KOSICAT OFF-
SHORE BOATS - 16’,17’,18.6’

BASS-SPRIT 16

“One World Outdoors”

- Centre consol - forward consol

AVAILABLE WITH 60HP 
THRU 130HP MOTORS
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ENSURING THAT YOUR BOAT  
DOESN’T RUN OUT OF FUEL

R
unning out of fuel on 
a boat is dangerous to 
say the least, and could 
leave you stranded at sea. 

Leisure Boating looks at a few easy 
ways to keep you motor running. 

SIMPLE CALCULATIONS
Always calculate how far your 
intended trip is going to be. Your 
trip should seldom use more than 
one third of the tank’s capacity. 
Another third is reserved for 
your trip home and the final 
third is reserved for unforeseen 
circumstances such as heavily 
increased consumption in  
rough seas.

FUEL TANK
Usually, if the fuel tank is fitted correctly 
in the boat, the fuel pickups are on the 
aft end of the tank. This means that 
when the boat runs normally with slight 
bow rise, most of the fuel is shifted 
towards the fuel pickups. If you notice 
you are low on fuel, keeping the boat 
on the plane with slight bow rise will 
reduce water friction and increase your 
‘return home quickly’ fuel range.

FORGET TO FILL UP?
If you are out on the water and it 
suddenly dawns on you that you forgot 
to fill up, check your fuel gauge and 
determine if you can make it back. 
If you are not going to make it back 

RUNNING 
ON  EMPTY



May 2016 Leisure Boating  37

for a few months over winter, growth 
buildup on the hull can dramatically 
increase fuel consumption and reduce 
the boat’s range, contributing to the 
boat running out of fuel. 

MANUFACTURER’S SPEC
Like cars, boat manufacturers 
are in competition with each 
other for the lowest possible fuel 
consumption figures and this is why 
the specification charts, for their 
particular range of motors, show 
figures relating to tests conducted 
under ideal conditions to give the best 
possible consumption figures. Make 
sure you do your own consumption 
calculations in a variety of different 
weather conditions to truly establish 
the consumption of your motors. 

DON’T GO BY THE GAUGE
Throughout boating history, fuel 
gauges have been prone to failure 
or offer incorrect readings. Modern 
instrumentation has got rid of a lot of 
these problems but had not eradicated 
them totally and for this reason it 
is important not to rely solely on 
the fuel gauge. Always do your own 
calculations relating to the boat’s 
range and consumption.

BE VIGILANT
Always keep a keen eye on the fuel 
usage on a boat. Become familiar with 
what it rate of fuel usage is in a variety 
of different sea conditions and this 
will stop you from running out of fuel 
when you least expect it. Finding a 
petrol pump on the high seas is about 
as easy as winning the lottery. LB

to your boat’s point of entry, look for 
alternative slipways or ports that you 
can reach on the fuel you have. Even 
when you have enough fuel, it is always 
important to have a backup plan. Good 
captains give themselves a number of 
options to fall back on. 

HULL AND PROP CARE
The buildup of marine growth on the 
hull and a prop that is out of alignment 
can contribute to excessive fuel usage 
and the running out of fuel. Ensure that 
you do regular hull cleans and propeller 
inspections. If the boat is not in use 
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COMMUNICATION,  
CAPTAINCY AND  
CAMARADERIE

B
eing able to communicate with 
your crew effectively is essential 
for safety and promoting good 
seamanship. The difference 
between a poorly delivered order 
and an effectively delivered 

order could mean the difference between a 
textbook manoeuvre such as docking safely 
or a dangerous manoeuvre such as hitting the 
dock hard and damaging your boat or injuring 
a crew member. This is the reason that all good 
seamanship requires the captain to communicate 
effectively with every crew member while 
keeping them happy and contented. 

CONVEY THE CORRECT MEANING  
AND INTENT
When boating, it is imperative to convey the 
correct meaning and intent when delivering 
an order. There are various instances when the 
captain needs to deliver precise commands 
to the crew and these might include docking, 
anchoring, running in high seas, travelling 
through fog and negotiating busy waterways 
– among other scenarios. Often the wind will 
dampen the voice commands of the captain 
making it necessary for hand signals. There 
are four main elements to improved boating 
and effective captaincy. These are leadership, 
communication, repetition and training. 

LEADERSHIP
As the captain of the boat your job is to know 
your craft and understand how it works and 

Being in charge of a boat requires skill, tact, and a happy crew

COMMUNICATION,  
CAPTAINCY AND  
CAMARADERIE
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behaves in various sea and inland 
water conditions. Understanding how 
the boat reacts, you will understand 
what orders to issue to the crew at any 
given time. As the captain, you need 
to remain calm at all times and convey 
your communication clearly. A flustered 
captain has a flustered crew. 

COMMUNICATION
Communication can be verbal but 
usually, an effective captain should be 
able to communicate with a combination 
of hand signals and verbal commands to 
impart the necessary orders effectively. 
Communication usually starts before 
boarding as the captain assigns certain 
tasks to crew members. It might be 
something as simple as pulling up 
the anchor or putting the fenders 
out when reaching the dock, but all 
these commands will come from the 
captain. The crew and the captain 
need to mesh and be attentive to each 
other in anticipation of completing the 
commands when they are given. Each 
crew member should be attuned to the 
captain’s orders and be waiting for their 

cue. If a crew member’s task is nearing 
its anticipated time, maintaining eye 
contact with the captain also helps, 
particularly if conditions are stormy and 
verbal communication is being lost in 
the wind. 

REPETITION
Repetition is key for the crew. By going 
through the motions of particular 
exercises and tasks on the boat often 
enough, your crew will become more 
familiar with what is required and 
they will react more quickly when the 
captain issues a command. Practice 
makes perfect. If the required command 
is technically difficult, discuss it with 
the crew member beforehand so that 
everyone is reading off of the same page. 

TRAINING
Crew members always require training 
to keep them up to date with the boat’s 
requirements. Training at the dock 
or marina is best where each of the 
necessary steps can be explained to 
the crew in detail. Don’t automatically 
assume your crew know how to do 

things, or chaos can ensue very quickly 
when out on the water.  

TIPS TO TURN A GOOD CREW 
INTO A GREAT TEAM
• Whether you are tearing through 

the water in a high speed inflatable 
or out on a charter fishing boat, the 
crew that makes up your great team 
comes with practice. Good crew 
members will generally be the ones 
that want to participate regularly in 
your boating endeavours and they 
are in it for the long haul. The most 
important thing regarding crew 
members is not to find those that 
come with impressive resumes but 
rather those that enjoy being on the 
water and enjoy your company. There 
is no point in leaving the marina if the 
crew is at loggerheads. Youngsters are 
particularly quick learners and they 
are enthusiastic to learn what they 
can about boating and make ideal 
crew members. 

• Start a social media team page such 
as Facebook. Include photos of the 
crew members and it will add a fun 
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aspect and build team morale. It will 
also make others keen to join your 
happy crew, should a member drop 
off the team. Social media is also great 
to inform your crew about last minute 
fishing, weather and boating updates. 

• Take good care of the crew you have 
and be sure to thank them for their 
hard work. Show your appreciation 
by bringing sandwiches, snacks, 
cold drinks and beer to the boat and 
reward them for their hard work. It is 
a small price to pay for their loyalty 
and their expertise in their various 
tasks around the boat. A happy crew 
is the best resource for finding like-
minded and equally enthusiastic crew 
members. Remember, unhappy crew 
members can easily jump ship, excuse 
the pun. 

• Allow crew members to make 
mistakes, as they will occur and this 
is one of the best methods of learning 
for new crew members. Don’t be too 
critical of their mistakes but rather let 
the crew grow at their own pace with 
the correct positive instruction. 

• Don’t micromanage crew. Nobody 

likes to feel they have your evil eye 
on them all the time. If you feel your 
crew needs extra training or help, take 
them aside at the marina and show 
them how to put the outriggers out, 
set up rods or handle other tasks on 
the boat. Let the crew get on with 
their tasks, it’s just a matter of time 
before they become well-seasoned 
crew members who know where and 
when to do their particular tasks. 

• Organising onshore events such as 
throwing a braai for your crew is one 

way to make them gel and it is an 
excellent platform to discuss certain 
things pertaining to the boat. Crew 
members will find the relaxed setting 
a perfect opportunity to ask questions 
and joke about where they can 
improve and become better boaters. 

Whether you are a crew member on a 
charter fishing boat, a luxury boat, a 
wakesetter or a small powerboat, having 
a competent captain and crew is 
imperative for everyone’s enjoyment and 
safety. LB
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 Taking the fright out of navigating at night 
Words by Stuart Reichardt
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A
s the sun dips below the 
horizon and darkness creeps 
up on the boat, it can be a 
very nerve-wracking time 

for the captain and the crew. Try driving a 
car at night with no accompanying street 
lights. It’s very difficult and extremely 
stressful. Humans are visual beings and 
when we are thrown into darkness, our 
very sense of wellbeing reacts against it.

That being said, navigating at night 
is not as difficult as it used to be and 
there are a number of aids and various 
electronic devices on the market that make 
night travel by boat that much easier, 
more enjoyable and even romantic. Leisure 
Boating switches the navigation lights on 
to enhance your night boating experience. 

GOING SLOW AND STEADY
One of the main rules of boating at night 
is to go slowly. It doesn’t matter that the 
boat is full to the brim with all kinds of 
electronic navigation equipment, seeing 

at night is always a lot more difficult 
than during the day, and for this reason, 
distances to other objects and boats is 
compromised. Objects often won’t be 
in view until they are fairly close. If you 
are travelling too fast, you won’t be able 
to avoid a collision, particularly with a 
floating object such as a piece of timber 
floating just above the waterline. During 
a full moon you will be able to go a little 
faster than usual due to the increased 
visibility. If you are negotiating a narrow 
channel or are in the vicinity of rocky 
outcrops or sand bars, extra care needs to 
be taken. 

ONBOARD LIGHTING
Lighting on board your boat can be 
tricky at night as lights that are too 
bright will impair your night vision. Yet, 
some lighting, particularly backlighting 
for instrumentation and electronics is 
required to be able to see it. Eyes typically 
can take from 20 to 30 minutes to adjust to 
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the darkness. Once your eyes have adjusted, 
a burst of bright light will revert the process 
and will require a readjustment.

Bearing this in mind, remember to adjust 
the backlighting of the instrumentation 
to minimum levels. The colour red is 
considered the best for instrumentation 
backlighting as it has the least effect on 
the eyes. Most modern instrumentation 
have built-in dimmer switches to adjust 
the sensitivity of the light to preserve night 
vision. 

KNOW YOUR PLACE
When boating at night, the captain of the 
boat should always know exactly where the 
boat is and be able to point it out on the 
GPS or chart plotter. Modern boats have 
access to electronic cartography such as 
Navionics and C-Map, among others, which 
show current boat position and a variety of 
other useful features. Most objects that are 
above water will show up on the plotter, 
also showing the boat’s relative position to 
these objects and other boats. Chart plotters 
also often indicate water depth, submerged 
obstructions and reefs. A depth sounder 
is important to allow the captain to assess 
the water depth in conjunction with the 
electronic charts. It is never advisable to rely 
solely on an electronic chart. 

RADAR REALITY 
Being able to see everything around you 
when boating at night is first prize and for 
this reason the radar is one of the most 
important devices on board. Modern radar 
offer close-in detection and detection at 

greater ranges to allow for much safer night 
boating. While the chart plotter shows fixed 
objects, the radar will bring up just about 
everything on the water’s surface.

JOIN THE MILITARY
Okay, not literally, but pretend you’re in 
the military by buying night vision gear 
which can be used effectively to negotia  
harbours, marinas and inlets at night. 
The night vision technology picks up the 
ultra violet light which goes unseen by t  
naked eye and illuminates objects up to 
about 100 metres.

LOOK AND LISTEN
Always keep a sharp eye out for any 
anomalies in the water when boating at 
night and have another person on the 
bridge with you doing the same thing.  
With two lookouts there is less chance of 
either lookout falling asleep. 

Boating at night is always going to be 
more of a challenge, but with the correc  
instrumentation, the assistance from  
others on the boat and a keen sense of 
sight and hearing, things won’t ever go 
bump in the night. LB
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Marlin fishing off the South African coastline 
offers some of the best sport fishing in the world  

48  Leisure Boating
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BLUE MARLIN
This is a strikingly beautiful fish and 
one of the biggest fish in the world. 
Female blue marlins are usually much 
bigger than their male counterparts 
at maturity, reaching over four metres 
in length and weighing over 900 kg. 
Females blue marlins tend to range in 
size from three metres to 3.5 metres 
on average, weighing far less than the 
males. Marlin distribution is found 
throughout the tropical and sub-
tropical waters of the Indo-Pacific. 
They get their name from their cobalt  

blue colouring, they have a 
pronounced dorsal fin and a long 
spear-like bill. Blue marlins are 
migratory fish, following warm 
currents for thousands of miles. They 
prefer surface waters with higher 
temperatures and are one of the 
fastest fish in the ocean, using their 
spears to stun fish congregated in 
dense schools and then eating the 
wounded and stunned fish. Most 
blue marlin will be caught beyond the 
drop-off of the continental shelf. They 
often swim at depths as deep as 

400 metres but tend to feed closer to 
the surface. 

BLUE MARLIN RECORD: Charter 
fishing anglers caught an 819 kg 
(1 805 lbs) Pacific blue marlin in 1970 
off Hawaii. They were aboard the 
charter boat Coreene C skippered by 
Captain Cornelius Choy (the fish often 
referred to as ‘Choy’s Monster’) and 
this record still stands today as the 
largest marlin caught on rod and reel. 
It was found to have a yellowfin tuna 
of over 70 kg (155 lbs) in its belly.

M
arlin fishing is at 
the pinnacle of 
all sport fishing. 
With blue, black 
and striped marlin 
inhabiting South 

African waters, there is a festival of great 
fishing to be had. The warm, nutrient 
rich Agulhas Current flows down the 
east coast of South Africa and brings 
with it the prospect of excellent marlin 
fishing. In this article we look at a 
variety of interesting facts as well as the 
different aspects that will improve your 
chances of landing one of these majestic 
game fish. Leisure Boating throws out a 
line to Rob Naysmith to find out about 
the ins and outs of marlin fishing.  

Leisure Boating: What sort of rods 
would you typically rig your boat with 
when marlin fishing?

Rob Naysmith: Marlin fight 
predominantly on the surface, unlike 
tuna which fight deep and straight 
down. The whole style of fishing changes 
when fishing for marlin in that you are 
not leaning over the boat pulling straight 
up, but rather leaning back and pulling 
towards you. This means that I convert 
my boat Jabulani into a different kind of 
boat where we secure the fighting chair 
and the outriggers. The fighting chair is 
designed to pull across the water instead 
of straight down. The rods that I use in 
the fighting chair are longer.   

LB: What reels do you mainly use when 
marlin fishing?

RN: I use Penn International 80s  
and 50s. The reels I use remain the 
same but when fishing for marlin, the 
rods change. 

LB: What sort of line do you use for 
marlin fishing?

RN: I use 80 lbs and 130 lbs 
monofilament line. In the old days I 
used to use a Dacron backing but more 
recently I use a braid backing. Generally 
I use Berkley Big Game line as my main 
line and for tracers I use a high abrasive 
line because the marlin has a rough bill 
so you need a tracer that can withstand 
that. Lines like Momoi work well as a 
leader or trace line. 

LB: Do you use a specific type of hook 
for marlin fishing?

RN: I use circle hooks for and they’ve 
proved to be a winner for me.
 
LB: How do you rig your boat for marlin 
fishing?
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RN: I use outriggers depending on 
whether I’m pulling lures or baits will 
determine how I use them. I prefer to 
hold the line when I pull live bait because 
you are not going very fast and it’s always 
exciting to get the angler to feel when 
that fish is close by. You can feel it on the 
line, as the live bait livens up and you can 
feel it tugging to get away. If I’m trolling 

two live baits at a time, then I’ll use 
outriggers. When fishing with lures, I’ll 
use tag lines off my outriggers and I’ll use 
up to six lines at one time. There are times 
when I have six marlin lines and six tuna 
lines running at the same time. It can get 
pretty hairy out there. I had a pull of nine 
fish in one go and we managed to get all 
of them out! LB

BLACK MARLIN
The black marlin is the fastest of all 
the marlins and has a curved, rigid 
pectoral fin which does not fold flat 
against the body as it does in other 
marlin species. The black marlin 
has a stockier body, which is thicker 
and shorter than other marlins and 
a shorter, thicker bill. The black 
marlin’s body is dark towards the top 
and light underneath with a distinct 
demarcation between the two colours. 
Black marlins prefer to hunt around 
reefs and other underwater structures 
and can be caught in shallower waters 
ranging up to 200 metres deep. 

BLACK MARLIN RECORD: Alfred 
Glassell Jr. landed a 707 kg (1560 lbs) 

Rob Naysmith can be contacted for charters on 083 235 9550, via email on  
rob@sportfishing.co.za, or simply visit his website at www.sportfishing.co.za  

STRIPED MARLIN
The striped marlin has a much larger tail in relation to its body than other marlin species. It has a very high dorsal fin which is 
about the width of its body. It has the thinnest bill in the marlin family and can be fished from shallower waters to deep waters. 
Striped marlins tend to hunt above 100 metre depths.

STRIPED MARLIN RECORD: Angler Bill Boniface, who was fishing in the Tutukaka area off New Zealand, caught a 224 kg 
(494 lbs) striped marlin on January 16, 1986. The striped marlin was caught using a kahawai fish as bait.

black marlin off the Cabo Blanco in Peru on August 4, 1953. It took Glassell 1 hour and 45 minutes to land the behemoth 
fish which fell for a trolled mackerel.



We are exclusive agents for Sensation Boats in Western Cape

Ernie 083 234 9735      (021) 854 7500
190-194 Main Rd, Strand, Western Cape

toastee
instant • hot • reusable

TM

instant • hot • reusable

www.heatpack.co.za

SPORTS

WARMING

INJURIES

ALSO FOR COLD 
THERAPY

R199
free postage in RSA



52  Leisure Boating May 2016

GNKKATAT NKAT INAKTAAAKINGGG
South Africa’s coastal angling fish stocks are in dire straits

W
here have all the fish 
gone? This seems to 
be a common question 
in recent years. To 

quote one of the world’s famous fishery 
scientists, Dr Daniel Pauly, the answer is 
“We have eaten them!” The large fishes, 
the length of a grown man, gracing 
notice boards at angling clubs and 
holiday resorts along the South African 
coast are a thing of the past. Rarely do 
anglers catch these big fish anymore 
that were still fairly common up until a 
few decades ago. 

Consider the popular dusky kob or 

kabeljou, Argyrosomus japonicus, as an 
example. These iconic angling fish have 
seen the brunt of angling pressure and 
scientists estimate that the spawning 
population has been fished down to 
very low levels in our waters. How 
do they know this? Well it has been 
determined from a number of sources 
including long-term trends in angler’s 
catches, from  various fish tagging 
programmes involving recreational 
anglers, from scientific surveys of fish 
abundance and, more recently, from a 
genetic study on dusky kob collected 
from around the South African coastline. 

Based on these studies scientists now 
realise that the dusky kob population is 
down to between 1-4% of its pristine 
level and the genes show that there may 
be less than 1000 large breeding adults 
that are responsible for the current 
fish population. This means the kob 
population is in dire straits. Many of our 
coastal fishes suffer a similar plight 
with rampant ignoring of bag and 
size limits, poor angler education and 
poaching depriving South Africans of 
their natural heritage. 

The largest fish have been 
systematically removed from years 

A recently mature adult dusky kob, caught and released by 
Edward Truter at Sundays Beach near Port Elizabeth. 
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STOCK

of over-fishing. This has multiple 
consequences for coastal fish stocks. 
Firstly, the largest fish are also the 
best breeders; the larger the female, 
the more eggs she produces and these 
larger eggs have more yolk ensuring 
more food for the embryo and a better 
chance of survival of the larvae. The big, 
old female fish are also genetically fitter 
in that they have survived for a long 
time and overcome many threats and 
can thus pass these “strong” genes on to 
their offspring. It has been shown that 
less than 0.1% of all fertilised fish eggs 
spawned make it through to adulthood, 

such are the trials of life in the ocean 
plankton during the larval and juvenile 
stages. The full impact of this low 
survival rate is only fully recognised 
when you take the numbers of eggs 
that females produce at different ages 
in their life and the natural mortality 
in fish populations. A dusky kob that 
is 10 years of age (length of 120 cm) 
has only just matured and can produce 
approximately 4000 eggs in a spawning 
season. Less than four of these will 
survive to adulthood. However, a 
30-year-old fish can produce in excess of 
15 000 000 eggs in a spawning season, 

potentially yielding 15 000 offspring that 
could reach adulthood. 

Age and therefore size of the females 
in the breeding population has a major 
impact on survival of the species. 
Although dusky kob live in excess of 
40 years of age, these large old fish 
simply don’t get seen anymore. We have 
thus lost most of our effective brood 
stock to overfishing of the species and 
the constant angling pressure on small 
fish means few get to this large size 
anymore. Genetic research has recently 
shown that dusky kob are now even 
interbreeding with their cousin, the 
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silver kob, and this is attributed to the 
extremely low numbers of dusky kob 
and their inability to find enough mates 
during the breeding season. 

Dusky kob is one of a long list 
of fishes for which alarm bells are 
ringing. Many popular angling fishes 
that formed an integral part of the 
rock-and-surf, estuary and ski-boat 
fisheries in the last 50 years are 
already “collapsed” off our coast (by 
collapsed we mean that the spawning 
population has declined by more than 
25% of its pristine, unfished level). The 
popular white steenbras, Lithognathus 
lithognathus, has recently been IUCN 
listed as endangered due to persistent 
overharvesting of breeding adults and 
juveniles in estuaries and the surf 
zone. This species has been unable to 
sustain the relentless fishing pressure 
with the consequent reduction in 
breeding success.

Most of these fishes are coastal 
species that often have complex early 
life characteristics involving a planktonic 
larval phase after hatching from an egg, 
many use estuaries as nursery areas 
during the juvenile phase, many are 
highly resident on reefs establishing a 
complex hierarchy of dominance and 
some are very slow-growing with late 
sexual maturity (when they breed for 
the first time). These shallow water 
fish that are not fishable by trawlers – 
despite the myth that foreign trawlers 
– are doing the damage.

It is not just the removal of large sized 
brood stock that is of major concern 
but some species which change sex, 
like poenskop (black musselcracker), 
Cymatoceps nasutus, now have a 
skewed sex ratio in South African 
waters due to overfishing or the large 
individuals (only become males at 
18 years of age), dramatically reducing 
reproduction potential.  

Many of our other fish species 
that have collapsed have similar, 
complicated life histories, slow growth, 
and late maturity; making them unable 
to cope with the current high fishing 
pressure. The last remaining refuges 
for many of our large breeding fish that 
can provide significant egg numbers 
are the critically important marine 
protected areas (MPAs) such as the 
iSimangaliso, Pondoland, Tsitsikamma, 
Goukamma and De Hoop MPAs. It is 
here where South African scientists and 
conservation authorities have created a 
reserve bank for the species on behalf 
of the citizens of South Africa to help 
sustain future generations of fishes. 
These fishes, under the protection of 
the MPA, then provide offspring that 
replenish neighbouring fished areas 
where large breeding fishes are scarce. 
However, research is showing that the 
few MPAs that South Africa has are 
only keeping fishing pressure at bay in 
the immediate vicinity of these MPAs 
and there are not enough MPAs to 

enable complete rebuilding of many of 
our stocks after years of overfishing. We 
really need more, well-sited MPAs and 
educated anglers if we want to rebuild 
our fish resources and sustain coastal 
livelihoods along the coast. 

Finally, the future of our fish 
resources in South Africa rests in the 
mouths of those who eat seafood. 
End-users need to know what they are 
catching and eating and make informed 
choices regarding seafood or catch 
retention on the beach. The South 
African Sustainable Seafood Initiative 
(SASSI) provides much relevant 
information and has a simple text 
messaging service that allows you to sit 
at your restaurant table, text the fish 
you are selecting off the menu and 
make an informed decision on whether 
to order it or not. The demise of dusky 
kob in coastal waters of South Africa is 
no less imminent than the threat faced 
by rhino, elephant, abalone and others 
like them. Marine biologists working on 
fishes are calling on all South Africans 
to step up and help fight the cause to 
ensure the sustainable use of our 
precious coastal fish resources. This 
sentiment is echoed by a growing 
fraternity of conservation conscious 
anglers who are choosing to release all 
fish from species with collapsed 
populations in South Africa. 
Visit wwfsassi.co.za/ for more 
information on becoming informed. LB

A large male poenskop, Cymatoceps nasutus, caught and about to be released in the Pondoland Marine 
Protected Area by Bruce Mann from the Oceanographic Research Institute in Durban 

Photo: Jade Maggs

Professor Nadine Strydom with an 8-month 
old spotted grunter, Pomadasys commersonnii, 
caught and released in the Swartkops Estuary in 
the Eastern Cape. 
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All that glitters is gold
Words by Stuart Reichardt

SILVER FAST
SPECIFICATIONS

Built: Silveryachts, Australia
Length: 77m (252.6ft)
Beam: 10m (32.8ft)
Draft: 2.6m (8.4ft)
Type: Twin screw diesel yacht
Class: Lloyds+100A1, SSC, 
Yacht Mono, G6+LMC,UMS, 
MCA LY2
Engines: 2 x 3,630hp MTU
Range: 4,500 nm
Gross tonnage: 952
Construction: Hull and  
superstructure – aluminium
Cruising speed: 22 knots
Maximum speed: 27 knots
Exterior design: Espen Oeino
Interior design: Vain Interiors
Crew: 18
Number of guests: 18
Number of guest cabins: 8 
(five x double, three x twin, 
two x additional berths)
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S
ilver Fast is the fourth and most 
advanced yacht in the acclaimed 
Silveryachts series. Having built 
on the success and experience 

of the multi-award winning Silver, Silver 
Zwei and Smeralda, Silver Fast raises 
the Silveryachts standard to a new, 
incredibly impressive level.

The striking exterior was designed 
by Espen Oeino and contemporary 
interior by Vain Interiors. At 77m 
(252.6ft) she is the world’s largest and 
fastest aluminium motor yacht with 
conventional propulsion, capable of 
speeds in excess of 27 knots. Her long 

range cruising capability of 20-22 knots 
is equally impressive and her shallow 
draft of just 2.6m is ideally suited to 
cruising in areas that many yachts of this 
size are not able to access.

Her interior layout comprises an 
owner’s suite with lounge and a large 
private deck; three double VIP guest 
cabins, one double guest cabin and 
three twin cabins. The sun deck features 
an outdoor cinema and a glass-
fronted eight-person jacuzzi, and her 
expansive beach club is complete with 
entertainment equipment, full spa area 
including sauna, steam room, gym, 

massage room and beauty salon.
Silverfast’s aft deck features a stunning 
‘winter garden’ with wraparound sliding 
glass panels and air conditioning, 
providing the owner with an indoor or 
outdoor dining option for up to 20 
guests. The innovative tender stowage is 
accessed via unique forward gull wing 
doors housing 7.6m customised tenders 
for all weather conditions. Her forward 
“touch and go” helipad is suitable for 
helicopters up to an Augusta 109 or an 
EC135. For more information contact 
Burgess Yachts through their website on  
www.burgessyachts.com. LB
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POLAR SUPPLY AND RESEARCH SHIP

Words by Stuart Reichardt

A
s one of the shining beacons 
in the South African maritime 
fleet, the S.A. Agulhas II holds 
its flag high for all to see. 

Leisure Boating went below decks to find 
out more about the vessel that leaves for 
Marion Island in April and returns on  
16 May 2016.

DESIGN AND BUILD PROCESS
Engineering design commenced in 
January 2010 and a system of Plan and 
Equipment Approval was agreed. This 
entailed several iterations of some 800 
drawings having to be approved by the 
Department and this process continues 
to this day. Key milestones in the 
construction process are as follows:
• 09 September 2010: Cut first steel,  

start of production
• 31 January 2011: Keel Laying
• 21 July 2011: Launch
• 31 December 2011: Functional 

completion
• 11 January 2012: Commence sea and 

acceptance trials
• 04 April 2012: Acceptance in Rauma, 

transfer of ownership

• 03 May 2012: Arrival in Cape Town
The new vessel is the first of its 

kind to be built under the SOLAS 
2009 Passenger Ship Rules. This 
posed a number of challenges to the 
Designers, Owner, Classification 
Society and SAMSA.

MAIN FUNCTIONS OF THE SHIP
The ship is designed as a multipurpose, 

logistic support and research vessel. 
Its logistic commitments include the 
servicing of the three bases, namely 

SANAE on the Antarctic mainland and 
the bases on Marion and Gough Islands.

The SANAE relief voyage takes place 
between December and March each year 
and, currently, this takes approximately 
75 days. This involves ferrying all the 
winter supplies for the base as well as 
transporting the winter team and base 
maintenance personnel. Because of its 
increased power and ice navigation 
capabilities, the new vessel will be able 
to leave earlier in the season and return 
later, thus providing a wider window for 
research operations.

The Marion relief follows a similar 
pattern and takes place in April each 
year. Voyage duration is usually about 
six weeks, depending on whether any 
oceanographic research is carried out.

The Gough Island relief takes place 
in the spring months and includes the 
ferrying of passengers to Tristan da 
Cunha under an agreement with the 
British Government. Voyage duration is 
approximately six weeks.

The eight dedicated laboratories have 
been designed for maximum flexibility 
within their respective disciplines. All 
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are served by the local area network 
and the research network distribution 
system. The latter is a locally developed 
package that, inter alia, captures a wide 
range of ship and research parameters 
(eg: speed, course, meteorological data, 
sea temperature etc). The parameters 
are monitored once per second and 
logged to the network system, which are 
available in key areas around the ship.

In addition to the dedicated 
laboratories, there are six container 
berths on the aft deck. The containerised 
laboratories will be purpose built to 
serve specialised research needs. Each 
container will be provided with all the 
ship’s infrastructure such as water, 
power, data connection, fire detection 
and alarm systems, etc.

The above research facilities will allow 
for extensive, deepwater oceanographic 
and geological research voyages. They 
will also facilitate the rebuilding of 
South Africa’s deepwater oceanographic 
capabilities and will result in a high 
degree of international participation  
in research cruises.

The ship has been designed to be at 

sea for up to 300 days per year, 180 days 
for logistic support and 120 days for 
dedicated research cruises.

MAIN MACHINERY
Four (4) main diesel engines (Wartsila) 
with generators each 3 000 kW
Two (2) propulsion motors (Converteam) 
each 4 500 kW
One (1) harbour engine with  
generator (Mitsubishi)
One (1) emergency engine with 
generator (Volvo Penta)
Two (2) CP-propellers (Rolls-Royce)
Two (2) spade rudders (design by Beacon, 
construction STX)
Two (2) oil fired aux. thermal oil heaters
Four (4) exhaust gas thermal oil heaters
Two (2) bow thrusters (Rolls-Royce)
One (1) stern thruster (Rolls-Royce)

MAIN NAVIGATION AND 
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
• 3 x radars 2 x X-band 2 x S-band
• Ice radar linked to above
• ECDIS/Integrated navigation system
• Dynamic positioning system (DP1)
• Integrated navigation system

SPECIFICATIONS
• Length overall: 134.00 m
• Length design waterline:  
   126.40 m
• Length between perpendiculars:  
   121.25 m
• Breadth: 22.00 m
• Depth to upper deck, moulded:  
   13.55 m
• Depth to main deck, moulded:  
   10.55 m
• Design draft: 7.65 m
• Scantling draft: 7.70 m
• Displacement: 13,687 tonnes
• Crew: 45
• Passengers: 100
• Range: 15 000 nm @ 14 knots
• Endurance: 90 days
Ice capability: One metre ice at 
five knots
Helicopter support: Helicopter 
deck and hangar facilities to 
store and service two Puma class 
helicopters
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• GMDS A4
• Auto pilot, gyro compass
• Helicopter operations console 
• Bridge wing consoles
• V-SAT communications
• Satellite C system
• Voyage data recorder
• Integrated automation system
• BNWAS system
• Meteorological sensor system
• Weather facsimile
• Navigation echo sounders,  

18, 50 and 200 kHz

RESEARCH FACILITIES
• Wet and dry biological laboratories
• Wet geological laboratory
• Chemistry laboratory
• Environmental hangar
• Underway sampling laboratory
• Scintillation counter laboratory 
• Meteorological laboratory
• Research workshop
• Infrastructure to support six  

container laboratories
• 2 x CTD winches 6,000 m, 1 x  

Conductor cable, 1 x Kevlar cable
• Vertical plankton winch 1,500 m
• General purpose towing winch
• Plankton towing winch
• Coring winch 5,000 m
• Undulating vehicle winch
• Dedicated davits and A frames to serve  

the research winches.
• Research network data system

RESEARCH EQUIPMENT
• Automatic Weather Station (South 

African Weather Services)
• 24 x 10 litres CTD rosette array
• 24 x 20 litre CTD Rosette array
• Piston Corer, Deep Dredge
• Thermosalinograph
• Moon Pool
• Drop keel
• Simrad EK 60 Echo Sounders 18, 28 

and 120 kHz – mounted on drop Keel
• Acoustic Doppler Current Profiler, 

75 kHz – mounted on drop keel
• Kongsberg Topaz Sub Bottom Profiler

DESIGN CHALLENGES
As can be seen from the Class Notation, 
the new ship is a highly complex 
platform designed to operate under 
extreme conditions in an isolated 
area. In addition to the environmental 
conditions, the ship also has to carry 
Low Flashpoint liquid cargos (LFL), 
which is not permissible on a passenger 
ship. The vessel is the first of its kind 
to be built under the SOLAS 2009 
Passenger Ship Rules and this posed a 
number of challenges to the designers, 
owner, classification society and SAMSA.

PUBLIC INTERNAL SPACES
The ship has the following public 
facilities for crew and passengers; 
100 seat Auditorium for the purpose of 
lectures and presentations. A business 

centre with eight workstations and 
printing facilities, an officers’ lounge, 
two passenger lounges, a crew lounge, 
a passenger and crew gymnasium with 
saunas, dining saloons and a duty mess. 

SPECIAL RESEARCH FACILITIES
A 2.4 m x 2.4 m Moon Pool is installed in 
the environmental hangar and extends 
through to the ship’s bottom. It has 
hydraulically operated upper and lower 
hatches. The Moon Pool will be used to 
deploy and recover sampling devices 
when working in the pack ice. 

THE KEEL
The ship is fitted with a drop keel, a 
device that houses a variety of echo 
sounder transducers and the Acoustic 
Doppler Current Profiler transducer. 
When steaming in open water, the keel 
is lowered to protrude three metres 
below the ships bottom, so as to place 
the transducers below the turbulence 
created by the hull. When navigating in 
ice, the unit is retracted so as to be flush 
with the ship’s bottom, thereby reducing 
the risk of ice damage.
A big advantage of the drop keel is that 
it allows the Keel to be withdrawn into 
the trunk to a height that allows access 
to the transducers from inside the ship, 
thus eliminating the need to dry dock for 
transducer maintenance. Pretty clever, if 
you ask me. LB
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BOATING NEWS

Vicem Yachts is pleased to announce 

that the new Custom 65’ Flybridge has 

successfully debuted at the latest Palm 

Beach International Boat Show 2016. If 

there is one word that describes the all-

new 65 footer offering, it is spacious. With 

a beam of 18’, 5’’ there is sufficient interior 

volume to choose between spacious two 

and three cabin designs, to offer luxurious 

galley-up or galley-down choices, or to 

add a convertible office or a dinette below. 

The dimensions boast a LOA of 19,8m 

and a draft of 1.60m, with 49,500kg of 

displacement with full load. 

A “modern classic” - the all new Vicem 

65 Classic FB - is handcrafted from the 

finest materials available and considered 

to be the best in its class and size range. 

This yacht – designed by Vicem’s in-

house design team - has a handsome 

classic look and provides a quiet, smooth 

ride because of Vicem’s superior design 

and construction technique. Powered by 

2X Volvo Penta D13-900 (2 x 900 HP – 

662kW @2,300rpm) the 65 Flybridge is 

easy to drive thanks to the Volvo Penta 

control system and conventional shaft 

drive. At 10 knots a long range of over 

1,000 nautical miles is featured, while  

at a 22 knot cruising speed it offers a 

range of 350 nautical miles. Maximum 

speed is 27 knots.  

The building technique used to create 

the 65 Flybridge is the same used for all 

Vicem Classic and Cruiser lines is the cold 

moulded process. Based on engineered 

wood construction, cold-moulding 

uses laminated mahogany (coming 

from managed forests) and a specific 

formulated epoxy resin to create the hull, 

decks and principal superstructures. This 

results in a stronger and quieter vessel 

with a smoother ride, providing natural 

insulation from humidity and noise. 

Vicem Yachts can be contacted via  

email at marketing@vicemusa.com or 

info@vicemusa.com.

VICEM YACHTS - CUSTOM CLASSIC 65 FLYBRIDGE
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Engineered for commercial use to deliver 

longer engine life while maintaining 

the power and performance necessary 

to get the job done, the 60 and 40hp 

SeaPro FourStroke engines are 

validated to three times the engine 

life of a recreational engine. Engine 

improvements on the 60 and 40hp 

SeaPro FourStroke engines will deliver 

extended life and reliability in harsh, 

high-hour commercial applications. The 

60 and 40hp SeaPro FourStroke engines 

come standard with the Command 

Thrust gearcase.  Its larger torpedo, 

combined with a bigger-diameter prop, 

can lift a heavy boat onto plane more easily 

and hold it there at lower speeds without 

impacting top speed. 

Mercury’s proprietary formula – XK360, is an 

extremely low copper content aluminium alloy, 

which leads the industry in corrosion resistance. 

This makes costly corrosion failures and 

high labour bills a thing of the past. 

Most competitors use alloys with 2% 

to 4% copper content which will 

corrode faster than our MercAlloy, 

XK360 or A356 alloys. Accurate 

digital information is presented in a 

clean, easy-to-read gauge for 

instant, reliable information at a 

glance. Combined with additional 

sensors, Mercury’s standard gauges 

are powerful tools to provide safety 

and comfort while on the water. The 

40 & 60hp SeaPro FourStroke 

engines can deliver up to 30% fuel 

savings and 90% lower emissions than 

current conventional 2-stroke engines that 

are used in commercial markets today. For 

more information on the new additions to 

the Mercury range, contact Craig Gutterage 

via email on craig@rutherford.co.za. LB  

Ocean Sailing Academy 
is the largest RYA (Royal 
Yachting Association) and 
SAS (South African Sailing) 
Training Centre in Southern 
Africa, specialising in Sail 
and Power Career Training 
for the local and international 
yachting industry. Ocean 
Sailing Academy is the South 
African agent for world 
renown luxury Beneteau 
boats from France. For 
international quality leisure 
day vessels to luxury sports 
cruisers, contact us today to 

(021) 286 0027 
(021) 425 7837 
Email: info@dmss.co.za 
www.dmss.co.za  
www.oceansailing.co.za

Antarès 42

Flyer Barracuda 9

NEW MERCURY SEAPRO FOURSTROKE 40  
& 60 HP OUTBOARDS HIT THE MARKET
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08 Riviera 41 R5 700 000

Twin diesel Cummins 540 HP engines, 
sleeps 5 – 7 people, outriggers, flybridge, 
half rear awning, stern thrusters, camera 
for engine room, teak laid swim platform, 
live bait tank in transom, white vinyl 
upholstery, refrigerator/icemaker combo.
Contact Jenny of Boating World on 
079 502 1785 (Web Ref 326)

New 2015 latest Fairline Targa 48 
Open model comes with Twin Volvo 
Penta 435hp engines, touch button 
retractable sliding roof top, hydraulic 
swim platform, IPS Pod Drives, 3 Year 
comprehensive warranty, Williams Jet.
Contact Derrick of Boating World on 
082 881 2607 (Web Ref 1024)

15 Fairline T48 Open Shares POA

13 Fairline Squadron 50 POA

Twin Volvo 670EVC engines, 2 288 L fuel 
capacity, sleeps 6 - 7 people, blue mood 
lighting, teak laid bathing platform, 
Williams Jet, griddle to flybridge, 
bimini top, teak side decks, autopilot, 
dishwasher, tender launch.
Contact Derrick of Boating World on
082 881 2607 (Web Ref 1026)

BOAT CLASSIFIEDS

12 Fairline Squadron 42 POA

Twin Volvo Penta D6 435 HP engines, 
sleeps 6 people, luxurious full galley, air 
conditioning, dual helm station, teak 
swim platform, flybridge bar, swim 
ladder, adjustable steering wheel, 
additional fridge to galley.
Contact Derrick of Boating World on 
082 881 2607(Web Ref 961)

07 Sealine 42 R3 100 000

Twin Volvo 370 HP engine, sleeps 
4 - 6 people, generator, satellite TV, 
dual helm station, radar dome, bow 
thrusters, cockpit BBQ, cockpit fridge, 
ultra leather in saloon, teak on flybridge, 
windscreen demisters.
Contact Derrick of Boating World on 
082 881 2607 (Web Ref 1012)

04 Riviera 3350 R2 350 000

Twin Cummins 330 HP, fuel capacity 950 
L, sleeps 4 people, generator, auto pilot, 
VHF radio, outriggers, cherry wood 
interior, rod holders, rocket launchers, 
air conditioner, includes mooring in 
Durban. Contact Wayne of Boating 
World on 079 502 1785 (Web Ref 956)

Bavaria-M/V R2 200 000

Rascal 35HT, 38’ overall, extended to 
40’. Volvo Penta D6 310 HP engines 
/v 780L tank with around 300 nm, 5 
kva diesel generator, GPS, plotter, 
air conditioner, 2-plate stove and 
microwave, galley fridge, full galley and 
saloon below. Contact Jenny of Boating 
World on 079 502 1785 (Web Ref 1040)

Sea Ray Sundancer 450  R1 150 000

Cat C7 480 HP single lever 49.30hrs. 
Garmin GPS 525c and chart, VHF, Furuno 
radar, search lights, nav, cockpit, new 
Onan generator, C-Tek charger, saloon 
bar, T.V and DVD player, gas braai, main 
cabin double bed, air conditioning, sun 
hatches. Contact Derrick of Boating 
World on 082 881 2607 (Web Ref 743)

Magnum 25 R275 000

Motors 2 x 150 2004 Yamaha long shaft, 
counter rotating motors, fuel injected, 
approx. 1 690 hours. Garmin GPS map 
4010, VHF radio, ship to shore radio, 
brand new transducer. Radio, CD, MP3 
player. Contact Derrick of Boating World 
on 082 881 2607  
(Web Ref 1042)

Regal 2450 Cuddy R695 000

This boat is an excellent all-round multi-
purpose craft with a high top speed of 50 
miles per hour.
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090

Kestrel 585 R335 000

This boat is in excellent condition. Very 
good family skiing boat with lots of 
space.
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090

Sportster Cabin Boat R39 000

Great little cabin boat for fishing and  
pleasure. A steal at this price!
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090

Sensation R120 000

A nice, clean little runabout at a good 
price with a 4-Stroke engine.
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090

Fazer R139 000

Well-known little ski boat. Neat and tidy. 
Nice family sports boat
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090

Sundowner R240 000

This boat is probably one of the most 
spacious 19ft available.
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090

Baymaster R170 000

Great all-round boat. Good for 
fishing, good for the family and good for 
the sea. Boat is in excellent condition.
Contact Honda Marine Knysna 
on (044) 382 4090



built for WAKE AND SURF experience

THE ART OF BOAT MAKING
Our boats come standard equipped with everything you need to enjoy your time on the water from day one. 

hether an e perienced boater or purchasing for the  rst time  our O  and  series are manufactured 
with quality components and by experienced artisans so that you can enjoy boating.

. O . O.       O O . O.           

Speedster

Bigfoot

Tusker

BASIC 4.1m MAX HP 30

BASS 4.6m MAX HP 40

BASIC 3.6m MAX HP 20CAMPER 7.1m MAX HP 150

BASS 6.4m MAX HP 300MAX PAX 35

MAX 2 x HP 60

Malachite

ombining 
reliability, 

quality,
expertise 
and value 
for money

. O . O                     

a esur  ng    a eboarding
ubing    iing

You name it... you can do it!



LOA: 50’09”  •  Engines: 2 x Volvo Penta IPS 600 435HP  •  Fuel type: Diesel
Fuel capacity: 1308L  •  Speed: 32 knots  •  Sleeping capacity: 4 - 7 people (full beam cabin)

Heads: 2 (toilets with shower)  •  Beam: 4.32M  •  Displacement: 13 000Kg

Luxurious recently launched 2015 Fairline Targa 48 Open is air-conditioned throughout. She comes with ceramic hob; cock-

pit bar with griddle and icemaker. State of the art latest technology IPS Drives makes skippering a cinch even for begin-

ners. Some great features included on this magnificent vessel are folding teak deck table. AIS fitted to VHF, Autopilot. Radome 

and 12” GPS touchscreen display to helm. Steel Blue Hull with stunning selected interior colors with leather seating. Teak laid 

cockpit floor and side decks. Touch button retractable sliding cockpit roof. Powered hydraulic swim platform. Sunbed on bow. 

100hp Williams Jet RIB 285 and garage to accommodate Williams Jet. Bed conversion settee in main saloon. Convertible sofa 

bed to master cabin. Mood lighting in the interior and exterior. Underwater lights. Bow thruster. Skylight to saloon with blinds. 

ENQUIRE WITH BOATING WORLD ON THE VALUE OF THE FAIRLINE TARGA 48 OPEN

www.boatingworld.co.za  •  +27 (0)21 418 0840  •  info@boatingworld.co.za

2015 FAIRLINE TARGA 48 OPEN


