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The main stories... 2 NEWS 

What happened 
Hillary Clinton was forced to issue assurances 
to key supporters and donors that her presi-
dential campaign was not in danger this week, 
amid a widening federal investigation into the 
private email server she used as secretary of 
state. Intelligence officials took possession of the 
server and three thumb drives as they revealed 
that hundreds of classified emails may have 
passed through Clinton’s private address. Her law-
yer said the server had been “wiped” of all records, 
and it was unclear whether the FBI could recover the 
data. As questions about Clinton’s honesty swirled, 
the Democratic front-runner’s favorability ratings 
slumped to their lowest level since 2001, with 
53 per cent of the public holding an unfavorable 
view of her. Polls showed that Clinton was now actually trailing 
rival Bernie Sanders in New Hampshire, and that her head-to-head 
advantage over top-tier Republican candidates was shrinking. Her 
slump fueled speculation that Vice President Joe Biden—or even 
2000 Democratic nominee Al Gore—could jump into the cam-
paign to give Democrats an alternative.
 
Clinton continued to deny any wrongdoing, saying her opponents 
were engaged in “the usual politicization.” When she handed over 
30,000 emails to the State Department for review in March— 
having deleted a similar number she said were personal—the for-
mer First Lady insisted they had contained no classified material. 
Clinton turned over the server to the Justice Department when a 
preliminary investigation disclosed that some of the emails it had 
received contained classified information. This week, the State 
Department revealed that at least another 305 emails may also 
have contained classified material. Asked by reporters if the email 
story was hurting her campaign, Clinton shrugged and replied, 
“Nobody talks to me about it other than you guys.”

What the editorials said 
The revelations—and questions—keep coming, said The Wall 
Street Journal. “Clinton had no business using private email” for 
sensitive official documents, and experts say that it’s a “virtual 
certainty” that the private server was accessed by private hackers 
or foreign intelligence services. Clinton knew the rules—and the 

risks—but broke them anyway to keep control over the emails. 
“This is gross negligence in the pursuit of self-interest.”
 
Clinton has “compounded her original error with an overly 
controlling response to inquiries” about her emails, said 
the Los Angeles Times. But it’s actually not uncommon 
for documents handled by public officials to be classified 
retroactively, especially when the information is being 

publicly released. Nevertheless, using a private server 
was “bad policy” and “bad politics.”

What the columnists said 
The Clinton ship is “taking on water,” 
said Kimberley Strassel in The Wall Street 
Journal. President Obama probably still sees 
her as his best bet to “preserve his legacy,” 

so his Justice Department is unlikely to charge her with any crime. 
But her top aides just sent out a 700-word, “everyone-remain-
calm memo” to top supporters and blamed the server scandal on 
“a partisan witch hunt,” which tells you they’re panicking. If that 
server contains incriminating emails proving that foreign donors to 
the Clinton Foundation got favors from the secretary of state, said 
Megan McArdle in BloombergView.com, Hillary will be finished. 
 
Time for a reality check, said Nate Silver in FiveThirtyEight.com. 
The server problem will probably fade in the coming months, and 
my calculations show that Clinton still has an 85 percent chance of 
winning the Democratic nomination. Negative press coverage for 
the front-runner at this stage of a presidential campaign is “par for 
the course,” especially for one named Clinton. Favorability ratings 
mean very little this early, and the potential Democratic alterna-
tives all have serious flaws. “Clinton remains the heavy favorite.”
 
Still, I just wish she’d apologize, said Eugene Robinson in The 
Washington Post. Clinton used a private server in her basement 
because she “wanted control” over her official communications, 
which actually belong to the public. Rather than “insulting our in-
telligence” by stonewalling, Clinton should just admit, “I’m sorry. 
I was wrong.” This slow-burning scandal probably won’t cost her 
the nomination—but the growing damage to her credibility could 
very well hurt her in the general election. “Clinton is her own 
worst enemy.”
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A homeless Filipino boy broke hearts around the world 
in July when he was photographed studying on the side-
walk by the light of a McDonald’s restaurant. But the viral 
photo of Daniel Cabrera, 9, has become a force for good: 
donations of cash, school supplies, clothing, and even 
a college scholarship have poured in from well-wishers 

moved by the image. 
McDonald’s has pledged 
to create a reading pro-
gram for 400 first-grade 
students at the young 
boy’s school in  Mandaue 
City— including his 
younger brother  Gabriel. 
“Our family can’t be 
more thankful for all the 
support given to us,” said 
Daniel’s mother.

For four years, Josh Cyganik 
worked opposite Leonard Bullock’s 
rundown home in Pendleton, Ore., 
but never exchanged more than a 
wave with the 75-year-old. Yet when 
Cyganik recently overheard two 
teenagers saying within Bullock’s 
earshot that his decrepit house 
should be burned down, Cyganik 
decided to take action. He tapped 
his friends in construction for 
materials, and asked on Facebook 
for volunteers to make the repairs. 
More than 100 people came to 
help, bringing food, drink, and 
paintbrushes. “The house is real 
nice now,” said Bullock. “It makes 
me feel good to look at it.”

When Seattle police officer Antho-
ny Reynolds pulled over a speeding 
car that was running red lights in the 
early hours of the morning, he didn’t 
expect the routine traffic stop would 
turn into a roadside baby delivery. 
But Reynolds was forced to play the 
role of emergency midwife when 
the car’s driver leaped out and an-
nounced that his wife was in labor. 
Reynolds jumped in and helped the 
expectant mom give birth. “You 
have helped deliver a precious gift,” 
the new parents wrote in a thank-
you note, after they finally made it to 
the hospital. “We are so grateful.”

It wasn’t all bad

The photo that moved the world

Clinton: ‘The usual politicization’



... and how they were covered
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What happened 
Donald Trump moved to solidify his lead in the Republi-
can presidential race last week by unveiling an immigration 
plan that calls for all 11.5 million undocumented immi-
grants in the U.S. to be deported and an end to auto-
matic citizenship for U.S.-born children of il-
legal immigrants. Trump would also erect a 
wall along the 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican bor-
der, and vowed to “make Mexico pay for it.” 
He advocates new restrictions on visas for high-
skilled workers and would make it far more 
difficult to seek asylum, requiring refugees to 
certify that they can pay for housing and health 
care before coming to the U.S. The billionaire 
businessman and TV personality framed his plan 
as a way to protect American jobs. “Decades of 
disastrous trade deals and immigration policies have destroyed 
our middle class,” Trump said.

Trump’s manifesto divided his GOP rivals. Wisconsin Gov. Scott 
Walker endorsed ending birthright citizenship, which would likely 
require altering the Constitution’s 14th Amendment. But Florida 
Sen. Marco Rubio said Trump’s proposals could never pass Con-
gress, and former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush blasted the plan as not 
“grounded in reality.” The latest CNN/ORC poll found Trump 
leading the second-place Bush by 24 percent to 13 percent na-
tionally among Republican voters. Trump now ties Walker as the 
most competitive GOP candidate against Democrat Hillary Clin-
ton in a general election, trailing the former secretary of state by 
six points, 45 percent to 51 percent.

What the editorials said 
Welcome to “Trumpistan,” said the New York Daily News. This 
plan reveals just how “callous, unworkable, and economically 
catastrophic” a Trump presidency would be. His mass deporta-
tion scheme, which analysts say could cost $200 billion, would 
turn the U.S. into “an East German–style police state” where any-
one might turn informant. Trump’s call for a “pause” on issuing 
green cards would curtail legal immigration—something that has 
only enriched the nation. The billionaire’s campaign slogan might 
be “Make America Great Again!” but his policies would turn the 
country “into a stagnant, fearful shadow of its former self.”

Trump’s immigration platform is flawed, but “it is sensi-
ble in its basic outline,” said NationalReview.com. His core 
 principles—controlling the border, enforcing immigration laws, 
and putting U.S. workers first—“should be the starting point 

of any reasonable immigration policy.” Of course, some 
proposals are unrealistic. Punishing Mexico by mak-

ing it pay for our border wall, for example, “is 
absurd.” What the GOP field should do now 
is “take up Trump’s principles and supplement 
them with a fuller range of sensible policies.”

What the columnists said 
It’s “even crueler than I expected,” said Ezra 
Klein in Vox.com. Consider Trump’s mass depor-
tation scheme, which contrives to force people 
from the country by making their families suffer. 

How? Unauthorized immigrants would be banned from receiving 
tax credits for their U.S.-born kids, and the money they send to 
poor relatives back home would be confiscated. Pundits may re-
gard “Trump as a joke,” but you can bet every other GOP candi-
date is scrambling to appeal to voters who lap up these breathtak-
ingly callous policies.

That’s because these proposals resonate not just with many Re-
publican voters, “but the nation at large,” said Jay Cost in 
Weekly Standard.com. Increasing enforcement, ensuring that em-
ployers hire Americans—these issues are stoking Trump’s surge, 
and that should be a lesson to his GOP rivals. That is, if “the 
stain of Trumpist nativism” hasn’t already doomed the party, said 
Noah Rothman in CommentaryMagazine.com. Rounding up 
“Dreamers?” Criminalizing newborns? All that’s missing is a pro-
posal to deport the Statue of Liberty “back to her native France.”

Trump’s xenophobia would likely have “barred his own grand-
father,” said Conor Friedersdorf in TheAtlantic.com. The German-
born Friedrich Drumpf arrived in the U.S. in 1885, just a few de-
cades after America saw violent clashes between the nativist zeal-
ots of the Know-Nothing Party and European  immigrants—who, 
yes, competed with Americans for jobs. Know-Nothingism lost, 
which is why Drumpf was allowed in the country. Donald Trump 
notwithstanding, “this nation of immigrants will defeat its nativist 
elements again.”

Trump’s explosive immigration plan
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Jeff Bezos says he doesn’t recognize the “soulless, dystopian,” and 
ruthless work culture at Amazon described in a New York Times ar-
ticle this week, and I’m sure he doesn’t. In creating a company that 

“invents the future,” Bezos set wildly ambitious, data-driven standards for performance and cus-
tomer satisfaction, and let his managers enforce them. Now Bezos knows a bit more about how 
it feels to be one of his burned-out worker bees, weeping at their desks as they fulfill his vision. 
(See Business.) But while Amazon’s culture may be extreme, it’s not unique. In most tech-industry 
companies—and in fact, most white-collar companies today—you are required to put your job 
above your family, your health, everything. If you aren’t sufficiently productive, someone else—
here, or on the other side of the world—will be glad to take your job. 

For consumers, these are the best of times. With a few keystrokes, you can take immediate 
possession of mountains of digitized information, music, books, movies—and thanks to Bezos’ 
genius, virtually any consumer item sold in America. But it’s a pretty lousy time to be a producer. 
Competition is now global. Change is rapid and relentless, and success is fleeting. If you relax 
for a moment in this ferociously Darwinian marketplace, you will get eaten alive. Dan Kreft, who 
worked at Amazon for nearly 16 years before quitting, said it was “a thrilling place to work” be-
cause of its incredible scale and ambition. But to survive there, he said, you must surrender “any 
silly notions that you matter as a person.” When you’re inventing the future, the work is what 
counts. The workers, not so much.
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Controversy of the week4 NEWS 

Sanders: Could he actually beat Clinton?
He may be “the nutty Vermont uncle 
of Democratic politics,” said Molly 
Ball in TheAtlantic.com, but Sen. Bernie 
Sanders is on a roll. Hillary Clinton still 
holds a 35-point lead in national polls, but the 
gruff, wild-haired, self-described “Democratic 
socialist,” 73, is beating her 44 percent to 37 per-
cent in the early-primary state of New Hampshire, 
and is drawing the largest crowds of any presidential 
candidate from either party, including 27,000 at a rally in 
Los Angeles. Why such excitement over this “thoroughly 
implausible” candidate? “Bernie Sanders has one thing 
Hillary doesn’t: an ideology.” “Socialism” has long 
been a dirty word in U.S. politics, but Sanders’ message 
of higher taxes on the rich, banking reform, a tax on carbon, free 
college tuition, campaign-finance reform, and a true single-payer 
health-care system is striking a chord with many liberals frustrated 
by the compromise and incrementalism of the Obama years. Media 
naysayers keep insisting Sanders can’t win, said H.A. Goodman in 
HuffingtonPost.com. But now that voters are hearing what he has 
to say, they’re realizing “his views are mainstream.” As Clinton 
struggles to fend off another scandal, Sanders is riding a wave of 
“nationwide electricity and enthusiasm” that might carry him “to 
the Democratic nomination, and ultimately to the White House.”

Dream on, said John Cassidy in NewYorker.com. Sanders may 
have captured the hearts of coastal liberals and independents “who 
had serious doubts about a Clinton restoration to begin with,” but 
the party’s mainstream is still squarely behind Hillary. The latest 
CBS News poll found Clinton with an 82 percent favorable rating 
among Democratic primary voters, to Sanders’ 37 percent. A new 
Gallup poll found that a dismal 23 percent of black voters view him 

favorably, compared with 80 percent for Hillary. For all the 
Bernie-mentum, these still “look like the numbers of a pro-
test candidate rather than one capable of putting together a 

broad coalition.” Sanders has a chance to beat Clinton 
in Iowa and New Hampshire, said David Byler in 
RealClearPolitics.com, but unless he can “broaden 
his appeal beyond white liberals,” she’ll destroy him 
in subsequent primaries in the South and Midwest. 

Still, “Clinton can’t afford to ignore Bernie Sanders 
any longer,” said Julian Zelizer in CNN.com. His 

rise reminds Democrats of what their party has stood 
for since the New Deal: using government to 
assist the poor, grow the middle class, regulate big 

business, and build the nation’s infrastructure. The longer Sanders 
stays in the race, the more likely it is that Clinton will “incorporate 
some of his strategies into her own playbook.” She needs to speak 
with less caution and more passion, and lay out a vision of social 
and economic justice with urgency and without apology. 

That’s “wishful thinking,” said former Democratic congressman 
Barney Frank in Politico.com. If Clinton and Sanders get into a 
drawn-out primary battle in which he raises doubts about her 
progressive credentials, it will depress liberal turnout in the gen-
eral election, and perhaps hand the White House to Republicans. 
But Sanders is too much of a true believer to back off, said Noah 
Rothman in CommentaryMagazine.com. His surge may take 
him even higher in the polls, and his success against the wounded 
Clinton is inspiring some Democrats to urge Vice President Joe 
Biden and former Vice President Al Gore to jump into the race. 
Whether or not he wins the nomination, Sanders has already made 
a big difference: Clinton’s “coronation is off.”

Only in America
The University of Alabama’s 

Alpha Phi sorority was forced 
to pull its recruitment video af-
ter complaints that it depicted 
female students as bimbos. 
The video, which was com-
pared to the Girls Gone Wild 
series, depicted white, blond-
haired girls jumping around in 
bikinis and tiny shorts blowing 
kisses. “This video is not re-
flec tive of UA’s expectations 
for student organizations,” 
said a university official.

A Washington state girls’ 
softball team has been ac-
cused of throwing a game to 
avoid playing a stronger team 
in the Little League World Se-
ries. The South Snohomish Lit-
tle League benched its starters 
in the game against a North 
Carolina team, and bunted 
on every at-bat, leading to an 
8-0, no-hitter loss. The coaches 
“should be disqualified,” said 
a Little League official. 

Boring but important
IRS hack widens

The Internal Revenue Service 
admitted this week that a hack 
of its computer system first 
announced in May was nearly 
three times as large as previ-
ously stated. Identity thieves 
accessed up to 334,000 tax-
payer accounts, rather than 
the 114,000 initially reported, 
said the agency. The cyber-
crooks broke into an IRS ap-
plication called Get Transcript, 
gaining access to line-by-line 
tax return information and 
taxpayers’ reported wages 
and incomes. The agency shut 
down Get Transcript following 
the hack, but only uncovered 
the full extent of the break-in 
when it reviewed taxpayer 
data dating back to November 
2014. The “revelation that the 
IRS didn’t fully understand this 
security breach for months is 
not confidence-inspiring,” said 
Rep. Peter Roskam (R-Ill.). 

One-upmanship, after two robbers demanded money from 
a Pittsburgh store owner at knifepoint, only to flee when he  
whipped out a massive scimitar from under the counter. “I use this 
one,” Jewad Hayitt said of his sword, “to make him afraid.” 
Butt-dialing, after Sam Ray, 18, became trapped under his 
pickup truck when a jack collapsed. Luckily, the weight of the 
vehicle turned on his iPhone’s voice-activated assistant, and he 
shouted, “Siri, dial 911,” bringing rescuers. “I guess I’m stuck 
with an iPhone for the rest of my life,” said Ray. 
Feedback, after Yelp and the federal government announced an 
agreement in which air passengers can review their experience with 
TSA agents, and the TSA can respond.

Stashes, after a New York City woman hid $5,600 in a toaster 
oven, and her husband returned the oven to the store. Store 
employees then told her someone else came in to claim the cash.  
Family feuds, after a Kentucky man was arrested for allegedly 
attempting to dig up his dad’s churchyard grave so the two could 
settle a father-son rift. “The overall circumstances are strange,” 
conceded Greg Haynes, pastor of Pilot Baptist Church. 
Lasting passion, after a 71-year-old man was arrested for 
attacking Talladega, Ala.’s 74-year-old mayor, Larry Barton, with 
a baseball bat after allegedly catching Barton on a hidden camera 
having sex with the man’s estranged wife. Said an attorney who 
viewed the randy tape: “It gives me hope for when I’m 70.”

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Atlanta 
Carter’s cancer diagnosis: Former 
President Jimmy Carter has revealed that 
he has cancer. The 90-year-old recently 
underwent surgery at Emory University 
Hospital in Atlanta to have a small 
mass removed from his liver and was 
initially given a good prognosis, with 
his office saying in a statement that he 
was expected to make a “full recovery.” 
But Carter last week issued a new state-
ment saying that the liver surgery had in 
fact revealed cancer “in other parts of 
my body”—though he did not specify 
where the cancer started or where it had 
spread. The former president’s family has 
an extensive history of pancreatic cancer; 
his father and all three siblings died from 
the disease. Carter has said he will be 
treated at Emory and will soon release 
more information on his diagnosis.

Chicago 
College sports union blocked: The push 
to professionalize college sports took a 
hit this week when the National Labor 
Relations Board reversed a historic deci-
sion to allow Northwestern University 
football players to form the nation’s 
first college athletes’ union. The union 
drive began early last year when several 
Northwestern players, backed by the 
United Steelworkers union, said unpaid 
college football players make billions 
of dollars a year for their schools and 
should have a voice in player safety and 
other issues. A regional NLRB director in 
Chicago agreed, arguing that scholarship 
football players are employees under U.S. 
law and therefore have the right to orga-
nize. But in a unanimous five-member rul-
ing, the NLRB said letting Northwestern 
players unionize could lead to inconsistent 
standards across America’s colleges, such 
as how long players can practice, creating 
a “competitive imbalance.”

Denver 
Wedding cake ruling: A Denver-area 
baker cannot refuse to make a wedding 
cake for a gay couple on the basis of his 

religious beliefs, 
a Colorado 
appeals court 
ruled last week. 
Masterpiece 
Cakeshop 
owner Jack 
Phillips told 
Charlie Craig 
and David 
Mullins in 2012 

that he couldn’t bake them a wedding 
cake because their upcoming same-sex 
union went against his Christian beliefs—
though he told the couple he would 
happily sell them any other baked good. 
The couple filed an anti- discrimination 
complaint with the Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission, which ruled in their favor, 
prompting Phillips to take his 
case to the appellate court. In a 
66-page ruling, the three-judge 
panel said Phillips was prohib-
ited “from picking and choos-
ing customers based on their 
sexual orientation.” Phillips is 
considering whether to appeal 
the decision. 

Concord, 
N.H. 
Prep school 
scandal: A 
former student 
of the elite St. 
Paul’s School 
went on trial 
for rape this 
week, in a case 
that has shone 
a spotlight on the campus culture of one 
of the nation’s most prestigious boarding 
schools. Harvard-bound graduate Owen 
Labrie, 19, is accused of sexually assault-
ing a 15-year-old female student on 
campus last year, days before his gradu-
ation from the $52,000-a-year school. 
Prosecutors say Labrie lured the young 
girl into a sexual encounter as part of the 
school’s “Senior Salute” tradition, which 
challenges seniors to sleep with as many 
younger female students as possible. 
But Labrie told police he only kissed 

and hugged the girl, and his 
defense attorney offered print-
outs of their romantic online 

exchanges—often conducted 
in French—to prove she was a 

“willing participant.”

Fort 
Benning, Ga. 
First female 
Rangers: Two 
female soldiers 
made history 
this week when 
they became the 
first women to 

graduate from the Army’s elite Ranger 
School—one of the most grueling com-
bat training courses in the world. 1st Lt. 
Shaye Haver, 25, and Capt. Kristen Griest, 
26, had to complete a series of exhausting 
military exercises and fitness tests during 
the 62-day course, including completing 
a 12-mile march with full combat load in 
three hours and a 5-mile run in 40 min-
utes. After their graduation, the women 
will sport black and gold Ranger tabs on 
their uniforms but, unlike the school’s 
male graduates, won’t be eligible to join 
the 75th Ranger regiment or perform sev-
eral crucial frontline combat roles. A deci-
sion by the Pentagon on female combat 
roles is expected in January, and the U.S. 
Navy has hinted it could allow women 
into its elite SEAL teams. 

Washington, D.C. 
China’s secret operatives: The Obama 

administration has warned Beijing to 
stop using undercover 
agents in the U.S. to 
pressure prominent 
Chinese expatriates 
into returning home, 
U.S. officials said this 
week. The covert 
tactics are part of 
a Chinese govern-
ment campaign called 
Operation Fox Hunt, 
which seeks to hunt 
down expatriates wanted by Beijing on 
charges of corruption. More than 930 
suspects have been repatriated since 2014, 
according to Chinese authorities, includ-
ing 70 who returned voluntarily. But U.S. 
officials told The New York Times that 
undercover operatives often used “strong-
arm” tactics to persuade these expatri-
ates to fly home—including threatening 
the safety of family members in China. 
The Obama administration’s warning 
was derided by Xinhua, a Chinese state- 
controlled newswire. “Chinese people 
can’t help but wonder if the U.S. is on the 
side of corrupt officials,” said Xinhua, 
“or on the side of justice.” 
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Athens 
Balking at austerity: The leftist Syriza party of 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras is rebelling against 
the strict austerity terms imposed by interna-
tional creditors in return for a $95 billion 
bailout. The Greek Parliament last week 
narrowly approved that bailout pack-
age, but only with opposition support, 
as nearly a third of Syriza MPs voted against it. Tsipras said the 
deal, which he negotiated with Eurozone leaders in July, was 
“the best we could achieve under the current balance of power in 
Europe, under conditions of economic and financial asphyxiation 
imposed upon us.” Analysts said that with so much of his party 
in open revolt, Tsipras might have to call a confidence vote, and 
possibly early elections. 

Juba, South Sudan 
President rejects peace: South 
Sudanese President Salva Kiir has refused to sign a peace deal, 
which he’d previously agreed to, that would end the new coun-
try’s 18-month civil war. Rebel leader Riek Machar signed the 
accord by the deadline international mediators had set, but Kiir 
said he needed more time. “The U.S. deplores this failure of 
leadership,” said President Obama’s national security adviser, 
Susan Rice, adding that Kiir had “yet again squandered” an 
opportunity for peace. The pact sets out a 30-month transition 
period during which Kiir would remain president, with a rebel 
candidate, probably Machar, as vice president. The war has killed 
more than 10,000 people and displaced some 2 million more.

Rio de Janeiro 
Calls to impeach Rousseff: More than 600,000 protesters 
marched in cities across Brazil this week, shouting “Out with 
the president!” President Dilma Rousseff has seen her popularity 
shrink to single digits as the country is gripped by a multibillion-
dollar corruption scandal involving the state-owned oil firm, her 

Workers’ Party, and a good 
chunk of Brazil’s business 
elite. Rousseff was chair-
woman of Petrobras from 
2003 to 2010, when much of 
the corruption allegedly took 
place; the president denies 
any knowledge of the massive 
kickback scheme. Polls show 
that two-thirds of Brazilians 
want Rousseff impeached. 

Asunción, Paraguay 
Mother at 11: An 11-year-old Paraguayan girl who was raped, 
allegedly by her stepfather, gave birth to a 7-pound, 13-ounce baby 
by C-section last week after the courts denied her an abortion. “It 
was like any other caesarean,” said the director of the Reina Sofia 
hospital, “but with the age difference.” The girl’s mother, who 
has been charged with negligence, sought a termination for her 
daughter, but abortion is legal in Paraguay only if the mother’s life 
is at stake, and doctors determined that the then 10-year-old was 
healthy. The case has prompted some discussion of abortion in the 
deeply Catholic country but much more about ways to prevent 
child abuse. The stepfather is awaiting trial; the girl’s mother and 
grandmother have requested custody of the baby. 

Quito, Ecuador 
Volcano sputters: Ecuador declared a state of emergency this 
week as a volcano just 30 miles from the capital, Quito, 
threatened to erupt for the first time in more than 100 years. If 
it blows, Cotopaxi could cause fast-moving mud and rock flows 
in an area inhabited by 325,000 
people. Saying he wanted to avoid 
mass panic, President Rafael Correa 
imposed a media gag order on cov-
erage of Cotopaxi. Even on social 
media, only government-issued 
reports on the status of the volcano 
are allowed. Cotopaxi has been 
rumbling since April, and last week 
it shot a plume of ash 3 miles high.

Benicàssim, Spain 
Boycott backfires: After an international outcry, 
a Spanish music festival that expelled Jewish-
American reggae singer Matisyahu for refusing 
to make a statement supporting Palestinian state-
hood has reinvited him to perform. Matisyahu, 
who used to rap in Hasidic garb and beard, does 
not discuss international politics in his music. 
But under pressure from the Boycott, Divest, 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement, the Rototom 
Sunsplash reggae festival insisted that he proclaim 

his support for Palestine, and dropped him from its lineup when 
he declined. The Spanish government condemned the cancellation, 
and El País called it a scandal, saying criticism of Israel “cannot 
be used as cover for systematic persecution of those who hold dif-
ferent views, or because they are Jewish.”
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Moscow 
Laughable propaganda: A Russian tabloid 
has released an obviously faked audio file 
of what it says is a series of conversations 
between two CIA agents conspiring to 
bring down Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, 
which exploded over eastern Ukraine last 
year, killing 298 people. Moscow-backed 
Ukrainian separatists are widely thought 
to have downed the plane with a Russian-
made missile. In the clips, posted on Komsomolskaya Pravda’s 
website, one man has a shifting, sometimes-British accent and 
makes bizarre syntax errors, such as “I was hope you would.” 
The other voice sounds computer-generated and spells out the 
plot in a stilted way. “I can’t trust the Ukrainians,” it says, “they 
are all a bunch of doper drunks.” The two end each conversation 
with “Luck!”—a Russian way of saying goodbye. 

Cairo 
Draconian anti-terror law: President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi’s regime contin-
ued to roll back civil rights in Egypt 
this week with an anti-terror law 
broad and vague enough to justify 

jailing just about any journalist, activist, or politician. The law 
defines a terrorist group as any association of at least three 
people that acts with “terrorist intent.” It bans the dissemination 
of news the regime deems false, and it allows security agencies to 
spy on mail and email, plant cameras in private homes, and use 
force at will. Egyptian activists say the measures are stricter than 
the emergency powers that were in force under dictator Hosni 
Mubarak, who was deposed in 2011. The government said the 
new law is necessary as a response to the threat from ISIS. 

Palmyra, Syria 
Archaeologist beheaded: ISIS mili-
tants killed renowned antiquities 
expert Khaled al-Asaad this week 
because he refused to tell them 
where artifacts from Palmyra’s 
museums had been hidden. The 
82-year-old Asaad had been head 
of antiquities in the ancient Roman 
city for 50 years. ISIS beheaded him 
and hung his body on a column in 
the ruins. Asaad’s “knowledge is irreplaceable,” said former Syrian 
culture official Amr al-Azm. “You can’t just buy a book.” In its 
puritanical version of Islam, ISIS considers the preservation of 
ancient artifacts akin to idol worship and punishable by death.

Tianjin, China 
Huge explosions: In a rare 
admission of official corruption, 
Chinese authorities have detained 
10 officials for suspected safety 
violations after a chemical ware-
house blew up in Tianjin, killing 
at least 114 people, damaging 
17,000 homes, and sending a 
huge fireball into the sky. The 
warehouse was storing toxic 
chemicals much closer to a residential area than allowed by law, 
and the company running it, Rui Hai International Logistics, had 
previously been cited for safety violations. State-run news said two 
Rui Hai executives had admitted using political connections to get 
waivers for the site. “I bear unshirkable responsibility for this acci-
dent as head of the city,” said Tianjin Mayor Huang Xingguo.

Raqqa, Syria 
ISIS’s American sex slave: ISIS leader Abu Bakr 

al-Baghdadi kept U.S. hostage Kayla Mueller 
as his personal sex slave, raping her repeatedly 
during her 18 months in captivity, her parents 
have revealed. A Yazidi girl who was held with 
Mueller and later escaped with other female cap-
tives said the American tried to protect them from 
Baghdadi and refused to escape with them for 
fear her Western appearance would lead to the 

women’s recapture. The 26-year-old Mueller, an aid worker kid-
napped in Syria in 2013, was killed in a coalition air strike on the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria last February. In an interview last 
week, Kayla’s parents, Carl and Marsha Mueller, said that U.S. 
officials told them that “Kayla was tortured, that she was the 
property of al-Baghdadi.’’

Bangkok 
Tourists killed at shrine: Thai authorities said a deadly bombing 
at a Hindu shrine in the heart of Bangkok this week was aimed 
at destroying the country’s vital tourism industry. The blast killed 
at least 22 people, including several foreign tourists, and injured 
dozens. Police are searching for a man seen on security footage 
leaving a backpack at the scene, but no group has claimed respon-
sibility. Some analysts suspect a Malay Muslim insurgent group 
that has been fighting for independence in the south. Others link 
the bombing to the political violence that has occasionally flared 
in Thailand between “red shirts” and “yellow shirts”— protesters 
for and against former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. A 
military junta took over Thailand last year. 
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El-Sissi: Eroding civil rights

After the warehouse blasts

Asaad: Murdered by ISIS

Flight 17 wreckage
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Hathaway and her haters 
Anne Hathaway has got used to being hated, 
said Christopher Tennant in InStyle. Over the 
past decade, the actress’s career has soared—
culminating in a 2012 Academy Award for 
Best Supporting Actress for her role in Les 
Misérables. But her exuberant—some would 
say insufferable—award speeches irritated so 
many people that Hathaway became the butt 

of countless jokes and vicious internet memes. In 2013, The New 
Yorker asked Hathaway, “Why are you so annoying?” while 
BuzzFeed published an article entitled “Why Do People Hate Anne 
Hathaway?” There’s even a Twitter hashtag called #Hathahaters. 
The torrent of ridicule, Hathaway admits, was incredibly confus-
ing and painful. “For a very long time I felt I was being hunted. 
It made me very unhappy.” She concedes now that her bubbly, 
earnest award speeches sounded phony. “I wasn’t comfortable 
being myself. I didn’t think I was good enough. So I pretended to 
be someone I wasn’t.” After a lot of pain, she has made peace with 
the criticism. “I’ve been working on changing the script inside my 
head. Life’s too short to be anyone but yourself.”

Jerry Lee’s afterlife 
Jerry Lee Lewis makes no apologies for his life, said Simon Hat-
ten stone in The Guardian (U.K.). The rock ’n’ roll legend and all-
around bad boy is wrapping up his 80th-birthday tour—the end 
point of a wild, six-decade career peppered by pill popping, heavy 
drinking, and nearly constant controversies, including the mysteri-
ous drowning death of his fourth wife in a pool and the death of 
his fifth wife from a drug overdose. Yet the man known as the 
Killer has no regrets. “I never done anything I’m ashamed of,” 
Lewis says. He once shot his bass player in the chest, and caused 
a national scandal at the age of 22, when he unveiled the second 
of seven wives: a 13-year-old cousin whom he had wed before his 
first divorce had been finalized. Lewis stands by the marriage. “I 
wasn’t the kind of guy who’d take a girl and put her up on a hill 
and then just marry her when I got her pregnant,” he explains, in 
a thinly veiled reference to his late rival, Elvis Presley. “I married 
my girls.” The Louisiana native admits, though, that his God-
fearing Southern roots have left him wondering how he’ll fare 
on Judgment Day. “I was always worried whether I was going to 
heaven or hell,” he says. “I still am. I worry about it before I go 
to bed; it’s a very serious situation. I mean you worry, when you 
breathe your last breath, where are you going to go?”

Serena Williams is still dominating the competition, said Kerry 
Howley in New York magazine. A full 16 years after winning her 
first major, the 33-year-old is on the edge of a calendar grand 
slam—a rare feat that involves winning all four major tennis tour-
naments in a single year. “I didn’t think it would last this long,” 
says Williams of her career. It began when her single-minded 
father, Richard Williams, decided that he would teach Serena and 
her sister Venus to play tennis so well, they would become cham-
pions. To help instill “a fighter’s men tality” in the girls, Richard 
moved the family from a very comfortable home in Long Beach, 
Calif., to the much rougher neighborhood of Compton, where they 
sometimes heard gunfire as they practiced. Both of the Williams 
girls became tennis superstars—though the tennis world has not 
always welcomed Serena’s fighter’s mentality. Serena was widely 
criticized and received an $82,500 fine in 2009, when she threat-
ened to shove a ball down a linesperson’s throat. “I just really 
thought that was strange,” says an unrepentant Serena. “You have 
people who made a career out of yelling at line judges. And a 
woman does it, and it’s like a big problem. But you know, hey.” 
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Serena’s route to the top

 Ben Affleck continues to be dogged 
by rumors that he had a fling with his 
children’s former nanny, who has been 
living it up at the $1,500-a-night Hotel 
Bel-Air after being fired by Affleck’s 
estranged wife of 10 years, Jennifer 
Garner. Christine Ouzounian, 28, has 
been photographed meeting Affleck 
at his rental house at 2 a.m. with 
a bottle of champagne, cruising 
around Los Angeles in a new Lexus 

convertible, and relaxing on a private 
jet carrying both Affleck and NFL star 

Tom Brady to Las Vegas for a poker 
tournament. A source told the New 
York Daily News that Ouzounian thinks 
that she and Affleck “are meant to be 

together,” and that “it’s perfect because the 
kids love her.” She is reportedly consider-
ing selling a “tell-all” story to the media if 
Affleck dumps her. The actor has denied 
having any romantic relationship with Ou-
zounian, or subsidizing her extravagant new 
lifestyle. He and Garner, both 43, who have 
three children, recently announced they 
were seeking a divorce. 

The British royal family has attacked mem-
bers of the paparazzi for going to “extreme 
lengths” to capture pictures of young Prince 
George—claiming the photographers’ 
tactics were becoming “increasingly danger-
ous” for the 2-year-old. In a strongly worded 
letter to newspapers and the foreign media, 
Kensington Palace claimed photographers 
had hidden in sand dunes and car trunks 
and used other young children as bait to try 

to capture photos of the toddler, who is the 
first child of the Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge. “A line has been crossed,” the royals 
chided, warning that unauthorized people 
getting too close to the prince pose “a very 
real security risk.”

Modern Family star Ariel Winter has re-
vealed she recently underwent breast reduc-
tion surgery to deal with problems caused 
by her F-cup breasts. Winter, 17, said that the 
size of her breasts had left her self- conscious 
and insecure, and that their weight forced 
her to stand hunched, causing her serious 
pain. “I had a lot of back problems,” Winter 
told Glamour. “I really couldn’t stand up 
straight for a long period of time.” Now a 
D-cup, Winter says she feels much more 
comfortable in social situations. “People 
start looking me in the eye,” she said. 



Is the Islamic State a state? 
It doesn’t operate as one, despite the 
grand declaration of a new “caliphate” 
last summer by its leader, Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi. In reality, its “state” in Syria 
and Iraq consists of several cities and 
many small towns and villages occupied 
by a large, brutal military force. On 
the battlefield, ISIS is quite competent, 
because it is led by a cadre of ex-Iraqi 
generals and veteran al Qaida com-
manders with deep military training and 
experience. But its civilian administra-
tion of the territory it has conquered is 
primitive, with the population strictly 
controlled though draconian laws, bar-
baric punishments, and fear. Kirk Sowell, 
a Middle East analyst and risk consultant, says ISIS operates “like 
something between a mafia, an insurgency, and a terror group.”

How does it get money?  
Any way it can. ISIS’s grand ambitions, such as building its own 
currency, have yet to come about. People in its territory use Syrian 
pounds, Iraqi dinars, and U.S. dollars. ISIS’s major challenge is 
paying and organizing its force of more than 30,000 fighters, 
operating across an area the size of Maryland. The group is said 
to make about $1 million a day through extortion, kidnapping, 
and selling crude oil from captured wells in Syria. It has also 
established some very basic bureaucracies and taxes: Trucks are 
charged 10 percent of their cargo’s value when they enter ISIS-
controlled regions; businesses pay 2.5 percent tax on their revenue 
each year. “If they don’t take it,” explains Mahmoud, a gas engi-
neer in Syria, “they tax you for it.”

What is daily life like? 
ISIS is devoted to restoring the earliest, “purest” form of Islam, 
as practiced under the Prophet Mohammed and his followers 
in the 7th century. So in cities such 
as Raqqa, ISIS’s de facto capital 
in northern Syria, and Mosul, in 
Iraq, “morality police”—called the 
Hisbah—patrol the streets, checking 
that shops are closed during prayers, 
men are bearded, and women are 
properly dressed. At checkpoints, 
the Hisbah inspect mobile phones 
for subversive text messages or 
Facebook entries, and ensure taxi 
drivers are listening to the official 
ISIS radio station. Former police offi-
cers, human rights activists—in fact, 
anyone deemed “heretical”—must 
carry a “repentance card” to show 
allegiance to ISIS. Dozens of “un-
Islamic”  activities—smoking, listen-
ing to music, wearing hair gel—are 
punishable by floggings, amputation, 
or execution. ISIS has released video 
footage of gay men being thrown off 

tall buildings to their deaths. Jews 
and Christians are given a choice to 
convert or die. Executions and flog-
gings happen almost daily in streets 
and parks, sometimes with large 
crowds watching. One ISIS pam-
phlet from Aleppo lists punishments 
for crimes, including “Drinking alco-
hol: 80 lashes. Slander: 80 lashes. 
Spying in the service of infidels: 
death. Renunciation of Islam: death. 
Robbery: if robbery and murder are 
committed, death by crucifixion.” 

What are the rules for women? 
The severest, and most degrading, 
of all. Women in the Islamic State, 

an online manifesto written by female ISIS supporters, decrees that 
girls can marry at age 9, and should have husbands by 16 or 17. In 
certain ISIS-controlled regions, women must wear two black gowns 
to mask their body shape, and three veils so their eyes cannot be 
seen, even in sunlight. Any woman caught unaccompanied by a 
male relative, or breaching dress codes, is detained and flogged 
by the al-Khansaa Brigade, a pervasive all-female militia; those 
accused of adultery have been stoned to death. In Iraq, more than 
1,300 women and children from the Yazidi  community—a tiny 
religious minority—have been taken into sex slavery. A network of 
warehouses has been set up where the sex slaves, some as young 
as 12, are showcased like new cars, sold to ISIS fighters, and kept 
captive, The New York Times reported last week. “Every time that 
he came to rape me, he would pray,” one 15-year-old girl said of 
the fighter who “owned” her. “He said that raping me was his 
prayer to God.”

How do people under its control feel about ISIS? 
People brave enough to speak out against the group say it is 
feared and loathed. (See box.) But for the mostly Sunni popula-

tion in its territory, the depressing 
truth is that the alternatives—Bashar 
al-Assad’s brutal Syrian regime, or 
Iraq’s corrupt, Shiite-dominated 
regime—aren’t much better. Indeed, 
in the early days of its victories in 
2013 and 2014, Sunnis largely wel-
comed ISIS. That’s changing, because 
living conditions are badly deterio-
rating. In some regions, gasoline 
costs as much as $18 a gallon. Prices 
of cooking gas, flour, bread, and 
other essentials have also soared; 
people are rationing water and burn-
ing wood amid shortages and power 
outages. “Maybe [ISIS] thought six 
months ago they were going to func-
tion as a state,” says Sowell, “but 
they don’t have the personnel or 
manpower.” The critical question 
is whether any government in the 
 chaotic region can do a better job. 
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A show of strength by ISIS fighters in a Syrian town

Life under the caliphate
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Breaking the silence 
Since ISIS poses a mortal threat to journalists—it 
has killed dozens of mostly local reporters, as 
well as its high-profile Western victims—the job 
of exposing the group’s barbarity has fallen to 
civilians. In April 2014, a group of student activists 
set up Raqqa Is Being Slaughtered Silently inside 
the ISIS capital. Its two dozen or so members 
post written reports and videos—often filmed on 
mobile phones hidden in the sleeves of jackets—
documenting daily life under ISIS control. One 
recent film showed the execution of a woman in 
the street for deceiving her husband; had the per-
son who filmed it been caught, the punishment 
would have been death. One member of the group 
has been caught and killed. To avoid that fate, 
the contributors never meet in person, only on 
encrypted networks online. “We can’t fight [ISIS] 
with weapons. We can only fight them with words,” 
says founder Abu Mohammed. “To defeat us, they 
would have to shut down the internet.”

Up to 8 million people in Syria and northern Iraq are living under the brutal rule of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.
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A Missouri man horrified 
restaurant patrons when he 
sat down with a giant, writh-
ing boa constrictor wrapped 
around his neck, claiming 
the snake was a “service 
animal” needed to ease his 
depression. Fellow diner Terri 
Pitts said she “just started 
trembling,” at the sight of the 
boa, but when she com-
plained, restaurant managers 
said they could not eject the 
man, for fear of violating the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. The law actually limits 
service animals to dogs, but 
the man finished his meal as 
other diners fled. 

The city of Ply mouth, 
En gland, will hold the U.K.’s 
first Ginger 
Pride fes-
ti val, after 
a rash of 
crimes 
against 
people of 
red hair 
color. Following a Freedom 
of Information request, 
local police released crime 
figures that revealed a 
string of verbal and physical 
harassments of redheads. In 
response, organizer Stuart 
Parry is planning “Gingers: 
The Gathering,” which will 
include ginger-themed food 
and drink, as well as a carrot-
cake contest. “We want to 
celebrate the fact that we are 
a little bit different,” Parry told 
the Daily Mirror (U.K.). “But 
not too different.”

A French civil servant who 
went to a hospital for a leg 
injury was told he was miss-
ing more than half his brain. 
The unnamed patient had 
been treated for hydrocepha-
lus, or water on the brain, 
as a child, but treatment 
stopped when he was 14. 
Fluid continued to build 
for the next 30 years. “The 
whole brain was reduced,” 
says neurologist Lionel Feuil-
let. Remarkably, doctors say, 
the man has led a normal life 
because his brain adapted 
and reorganized over time. 

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

Republicans are going to have a “woman problem” in 2016, said 
Doyle McManus. After Mitt Romney’s 2012 election defeat, GOP 
leaders openly acknowledged that the party desperately needed to 
improve its damaged reputation among female voters. But in a bla-
tant attempt to appeal to social conservatives, several of the leading 
2016 candidates have moved “into fringe territory” on the issue of 
abortion. In the recent Fox News debate, Sen. Marco Rubio said 
abortion should be illegal even in cases of rape or incest. Gov. Scott 
Walker backed a ban with no exceptions, “not even to save a mother’s 
life.” These are extremely unpopular views: Polls have found that 
83 percent of voters believe abortion should be legal in cases of rape 
and incest. Every previous pro-life Republican presidential nominee 
has favored those exceptions. By moving to the far right on abor-
tion, Republicans are giving Democrats a gift they will surely exploit 
to “widen the gender gap.” The voters’ biggest concern by far is the 
economy; if Republicans want to win, that should be their focus—not 
another losing round of the culture wars.

“California is weathering its drought with remarkable resilience,” said 
Charles Fishman. After the driest four-year period in state his tory, 
Cal i for nians are aggressively reducing their use of water, recycling it, 
replacing grass lawns with desert landscaping, and learning to do more 
with less. Farmers are rapidly moving to drip- or micro-irrigation that 
enables them to keep supplying half the nation’s produce, with far less 
water. Urban communities are succeeding in cutting water use to the 
point where a Southern California district is saving 1 billion gallons 
per day—as much as New York City uses in a day. Serious problems 
continue, of course, including raging wildfires and farmers’ overpump-
ing of aquifers. But the state’s economy “is doing fabulously,” with 
27 per  cent growth in 2014 and 462,000 jobs created over the past 
year—far more than any other state. Water supplies are becoming a 
problem in other parts of the country, so California is providing an 
important example. Californians now regard water as a scarce and 
precious resource, “and it’s that attitude that will save the state—and 
the rest of us as well.”

When a Birmingham, Ala., police detective pulled over a car for er-
ratic driving last week, said Heather Mac Donald, the driver jumped 
out and belligerently demanded to know why he’d been stopped. 
The officer didn’t respond to the driver’s aggression, out of fear of 
being branded a racist; moments later, the 34-year-old convicted felon 
allegedly grabbed the cop’s gun and beat him with it until he lost 
consciousness. “I hesitated because I didn’t want to be in the media,” 
the detective later said. He is not alone. The reluctance of police to 
act—which some are calling “the Ferguson effect”—“is affecting po-
lice departments across the country,” resulting in a drop in arrests and 
a surge in crime. In 35 big cities, homicides are up 19 percent this year 
on average, with surges of 60 percent in Baltimore, and of close to 50 
percent in St. Louis and Minneapolis. In many cities, mini-riots break 
out whenever cops respond to crimes, make arrests, or even just ques-
tion someone. “When the police back off, it is residents of poor inner-
city neighborhoods” who suffer most.  

The GOP’s 
culture war
mistake
Doyle McManus
Los Angeles Times

 ‘The Ferguson
effect’ on 
crime
Heather Mac Donald
NationalReview.com

California’s 
new attitude
about water
Charles Fishman
The New York Times

“Trump embodies the frustration and rage of the white middle class. Politicians 
pay lip service to the middle class but spend no time helping them. Black lives 

matter more and illegal immigrants who break the law get a free pass. Evangelical Christians in this 
country no longer feel that they have the right to religious freedom and have watched what they 
perceive as a sacred institution in marriage gutted. All the while, politicians they voted for to repre-
sent them just plain don’t. Now enter Trump. This is a guy who isn’t afraid to abuse the abuser. His 
supporters feel vindicated when he attacks those people who have misled them, a small satisfaction 
when your way of life is fading away.”

A Donald Trump supporter, quoted in TheAtlantic.com

Viewpoint
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BELGIUM Belgians are raging over a minor change to the 
label of their favorite breakfast spread, said 
Béatrice Delvaux. The word “halal” recently ap-
peared on the side of the jamlike Sirop de Liège, 
signifying that it’s free from pork, alcohol, and 
other ingredients the Quran forbids Muslims from 
eating. In fact, the gooey fruit syrup has always 
been halal, because it contains no animal prod-
ucts; the label was added only to boost exports to 
Muslim countries. Yet Sirop de Liège is a national 
institution, and the new designation led some gro-
cers and officials to protest what they see as the 
creeping Islamization of society. Muslim  Belgians, 

meanwhile, felt that the outcry was a sign of 
Islamophobia. Both groups must try harder to 
see each other’s point of view. Non-Muslims 
should recognize the need to label for export, 
while Muslims should understand that people 
who don’t follow Islam chafe when they believe 
beloved products have been changed to meet that 
religion’s specifications. We need “a constructive 
debate, as in marriage counseling,” where each 
side can say, “This is what bothers me about the 
way you do things.” The point won’t be for one 
side to win, but for both to come up with “a way 
to live together.”

So much for Croatian bravery, said Neven 
 Barkovic. Just two weeks ago, this country held a 
stirring military parade to celebrate the 20th an-
niversary of Operation Storm, when our forces 
retook the Krajina region from the invading Serbs 
during the breakup of Yugoslavia. Those were 
times of patriotic passion and national pride, but 
apparently they are gone for good. This week, after 
one of our citizens was beheaded by Egyptian ter-
rorists affiliated with the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria, Prime Minister Zoran Milanovic lost no time 
in “waving the white flag.” When asked about the 
ISIS contention that Tomislav Salopek was killed 

because of Croatian actions against Muslim coun-
tries, Milanovic could not have been more craven. 
He outright denied that Croatia had ever “declared 
itself” against militant Islamism—despite the fact 
that we are a member of NATO, which has been 
fighting in Afghanistan for years. Worse, he ruled 
out avenging Salopek, saying, “We’re not in a posi-
tion” to engage in combat with ISIS. The message 
is clear: “Croats are scared and won’t even admit 
that they’re part of an anti-terrorist coalition, much 
less take action to bring the killers to justice.” A 
more thorough “capitulation to Islamic terrorism” 
could scarcely be imagined. 
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The British Labor Party is rediscover-
ing its leftist roots, said Owen Jones in 
the New Statesman. Labor’s terminally 
awkward leader, Ed Miliband, resigned 
earlier this year after the party was 
trounced in national elections by the 
ruling center-right Conservatives, and 
now the front-runner to replace him 
is an unreconstructed socialist. Jeremy 
Corbyn, 66, wants to nationalize the 
railways and energy companies, pull 
Britain out of NATO, limit what pri-
vate landlords can charge for rent, and 
make college free for the poor. His rad-
ical program is a total repudiation of 
the centrism that has reigned since former Prime Minister Tony 
Blair reinvented the party as New Labor in the 1990s. The pub-
lic is ready for that change. Polls show “large majorities in favor 
of everything from hiking taxes on the rich to improving work-
ers’ rights” to public ownership of utilities. The London elite 
and the media are appalled, and they are “dripping condescen-
sion, smarm, contempt, or outright bile” on Corbyn supporters. 
But make no mistake: He has “unleashed the biggest pan-British 
progressive grassroots political movement in many years.”

We Conservatives are cackling with delight, said London Mayor 
Boris Johnson in The Daily Telegraph. If Labor picks Corbyn, 
they’ll never win another election. He’s a “Sinn Féin–loving, 
monarchy- baiting, Israel-bashing believer in unilateral nuclear dis-
armament” who would “take this country back to the 1970s, or 
perhaps even the 1790s.” He associates with noted anti-Semites. 

Why is he ahead? Partly because his 
three challengers are “so robotically 
dull that they have made Jeremy’s 
woolly ruminations seem positively 
electrifying.” But mostly it’s because 
Labor’s base really wants a Soviet-
style command economy. I feel vindi-
cated: “I told you they were loony.”

Please, Labor members, don’t do 
this, said Tony Blair in The Guard-
ian. The party is “walking eyes shut, 
arms outstretched, over the cliff’s 
edge to the jagged rocks below,” and 
someone must save it with “a rugby 

tackle.” A hard-left agenda cannot prevail in today’s Britain; it 
didn’t even work decades ago, which is why the party was out 
of office from 1979 to 1997. If Corbyn is elected party leader, 
Labor will be doomed to shout impotently from opposition 
while the pro-austerity Conservatives govern as they wish—and 
the British people will suffer. Don’t you want to govern?

What apocalyptic nonsense, said Mark Steel in The Indepen-
dent. Not just Blair, but practically every prominent Labor 
figure has come out screeching against Corbyn, terrified of the 
prospect of “a leader who stands for something.” Yet Corbyn’s 
vision is the future of the party. While the old guard rails and 
wrings its hands, tens of thousands of people are signing up to 
join Labor and support Corbyn. “Loads of them are young, and 
full of energy, and they’re really enthusiastic.” We may be about 
to witness a real revolution.

United Kingdom: Is Labor returning to socialism?

 When breakfast
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Le Soir
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Corbyn: An old-fashioned class warrior
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of terrorists
Neven Barkovic
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Saudis and Kuwaitis are making a nuisance of 
themselves all over Europe, said Mahmoud al-
Madani. Social media is abuzz with video clips 
of Persian Gulf tourists acting appallingly—many 
uploaded by the culprits themselves, apparently 
oblivious to how rude they appear. We watch as 
they picnic in public parks, then stroll away, leav-
ing their garbage on the grass. We cringe as they 
double-park their luxury cars, shipped overseas 
especially for the vacation, in the middle of busy 
European streets and “boast and brag” about the 
ensuing traffic jams. One group squatted in the 
dirt next to the Eiffel Tower and smoked from a 

hookah. Another stole a duck from a pond in an 
Austrian park and cooked and ate it in front of 
the horrified locals. That last episode prompted 
Viennese authorities to call for a reduction in visas 
for Gulf citizens, and we can hardly blame them. 
Saudi Arabia has spent “huge sums on scholar-
ships, conferences, and forums” to improve the 
image of our country, only to be undermined by 
“a handful of reckless holidaymakers.” We can’t 
tolerate this. Anyone caught infringing the laws or 
customs of a foreign country should lose the privi-
lege of traveling for a few years—maybe then they 
would learn how to act respectfully. 

Indian health care is in a woeful state, said K.M. 
Shyamprasad and Meenakshi Gautham. The 
Medical Council of India, the body that oversees 
medical schools and the licensing of doctors, has 
been “steeped in corruption for the last two de-
cades.” At the high end, of course, Indian doctors 
are superb, which is why patients come here from 
all over the world to be treated. But many doctors 
bribe their way into and through medical school. 
Once they’re practicing, there’s no mechanism 
to ensure that they keep up to date on research 
and no way to assess patient satisfaction. Doctors 
don’t have to adhere to any set standard of care, 

or compare their patient outcomes against na-
tional standards. Two recent studies, in fact, found 
little difference in the quality of care given by 
licensed doctors and informal village practitioners. 
Indian doctors, like local healers, freely give out 
antibiotics for ailments that don’t require them. 
The result is that India is developing new super-
bugs resistant to all known treatments. Obviously, 
the solution is strict and independent oversight of 
medical school admissions and physician licens-
ing. But with so many bureaucrats and politicians 
pocketing “easy money,” there’s just no incentive 
to launch a thorough overhaul of the system.
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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has perfected 
the non-apology apology, said the Asahi 
Shimbun (Japan) in an editorial. In a 
speech last week to commemorate the 
70th anniversary of the end of World 
War II, Abe hit all the right buzzwords, 
including “aggression, colonial rule, 
remorse, and apology.” But he failed to 
specify that it was Japan that sparked 
the war in the Pacific and killed millions 
of civilians in China, Korea, and else-
where, and used the words “remorse” 
and “apology” only to say that previous 
administrations had expressed those sen-
timents. Abe clearly believes it’s time to 
stop saying sorry for past sins. “We must 
not let our children, grandchildren, and 
even further generations to come, who have nothing to do with 
that war,” he said, “be predestined to apologize.” The problem 
is that while past Japanese governments have expressed remorse, 
leaders, including Abe, have repeatedly undermined those apolo-
gies by visiting Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine, which honors Japanese 
war criminals along with ordinary war dead. If Abe truly wanted 
“to relieve Japan from the burden of having to keep apologiz-
ing,” he should have “gracefully offered his own apologies.”

But he did, said the Yomiuri Shimbun (Japan). “I bow my 
head deeply before the souls of all those who perished at home 
and abroad,” Abe said in the speech. “I express my feelings of 
profound grief and my eternal, sincere condolences.” It was a 
moving expression of contrition. How can anyone demand “an 

apology that goes further than this?” 
Condolences aren’t an apology, said 
the People’s Daily (China). But then, 
the revisionist Abe has always opposed 
apologizing—he was even against the 
historic 1995 statement by then Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama, the first 
frank apology for the suffering Impe-
rial Japan inflicted on its neighbors 
in World War II. Abe is “openly af-
filiated” with the ultraright national-
ist group Japan Conference, “which 
praises Japan’s aggression, massacres, 
and rapes of the victim countries 
as wars of liberation.” He has even 
changed the interpretation of Japan’s 
postwar pacifist constitution to allow 

Japanese forces to fight overseas, and misses no opportunity to 
donate to the Yasukuni Shrine.

That shrine is an open sore for our neighbors, said the Mainichi 
Daily News (Japan), yet we do need a way to mourn our own 
losses in the war. Before Abe came to power, there was talk of 
removing the war criminals from the shrine or creating a new 
national shrine dedicated to ordinary fallen soldiers. But now, 
the ruling party plans to set up a panel to re-examine the Allied 
trials that convicted those Japanese officers of war crimes, and 
some fear the party will try to whitewash their service records. It 
shouldn’t be so political. Seventy years have passed since the end 
of the war. It is extremely “regrettable that no consensus has 
been reached on how Japan should mourn the war dead.”

Japan: Struggling to say sorry for WWII

Abe: No more apologies for wartime sins
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Renters in the U.S. are 
now spending an average 
of 30.2 per cent of their 
income on housing, ac-
cording to a new report by 
Zillow. That’s the highest 
percentage ever—up from 
24 per cent between 1995 
and 2000. In Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, renters 
today spend an average of 
49 percent and 47 percent 
on housing, respectively. 
The Wall Street Journal

Police officers who serve 
in states with high gun 
ownership rates, like Ala-
bama, Alaska, and Missis-
sippi, are three times more 
likely to be killed on the 
job than cops who serve in 
states with low gun owner-
ship rates, like Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and New 
York, according to a study 
by the University of Illi-
nois. In states with strong 
background-check systems, 
there are 48 percent fewer 
cops killed with handguns. 
NBCNews.com

Oil prices are at a 
six-year low, dropping 
3 per cent to $42 a barrel. 
The American Automobile 
Association predicts gaso-
line prices may fall to $2 a 
gallon by New Year’s. 
TheFiscalTimes.com

More Republicans than 
Democrats say they have a 
happy marriage, accord-
ing to a new analysis of 
the General Social Survey. 
Among Republicans, 
67 per cent report being 
“very happy” with their 
marriages, compared with 
60 percent of Democrats. 
Researchers theorize the 
difference stems from 
more religiosity and social 
support for marriage in 
conservative communities.
NYTimes.com

Jeb Bush: Refighting the Iraq War
“You might think the Iraq War would be 
the last thing Jeb Bush would want to talk 
about,” said Paul Waldman in Washington 
Post.com. “But he keeps bringing it up.” 
In his first major foreign policy 
speech, Bush last week peddled the 
idea that the U.S. would have won 
the catastrophic conflict started 
by his brother if only President 
Obama, with Hillary Clinton’s tacit 
approval, hadn’t withdrawn pre-
maturely and let ISIS fill the power 
vacuum. Jeb insisted that George 
W. Bush’s surge left Iraq “fragile 
but secure” and that taking out 
Saddam Hussein “turned out to be 
a pretty good deal.” A good deal? The war cost 
$2 trillion, the lives of 4,000 U.S. troops, tens of 
thousands more wounded in body and spirit, and 
America’s reputation in the world. Bush’s revision-
ism “is so deranged that it boggles the mind.” 

Bush also “got a crucial fact wrong,” said Fred 
Kaplan in Slate.com. His brother’s administra-
tion, not Obama’s, signed the agreement mandat-
ing that the U.S. withdraw by the end of 2011. 
Obama tried to keep some residual troops there, 
but Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki refused. It 
was Maliki’s insistence on Shiite dominance, and 
his refusal to share power with the Sunnis, that 

deepened the country’s sectarian division and 
“left a lane open for ISIS.” Actually, Bush is 
half right, said Dexter Filkins in NewYorker 
.com. The Obama administration claims U.S. 

troops had to leave because Maliki would 
not guarantee them immunity from prose-
cution under Iraqi law. But Obama, who 
campaigned on ending the war, “didn’t 
try very hard” to persuade him, which 
may have been a big mistake. “Ameri-

cans often stopped Maliki 
from acting in a blatantly 
sectarian way,” and if 

some troops had remained, 
they might have stopped him “from 
driving the Sunnis toward ISIS.”

 
The past cannot be changed, said Max Boot in 
CommentaryMagazine.com. So rather than fight 
over who screwed up Iraq, Bush, Clinton, and 
the other 2016 candidates should lay out a strat-
egy for dealing with ISIS and “the catastrophic 
state” of the region today. For Bush in particular, 
“refighting the Iraq War” is a political loser, said 
Byron York in WashingtonExaminer.com. But 
Jeb may simply be too tied to his family legacy to 
look at Iraq objectively. His tone-deaf comments 
suggest that Republicans may need to nominate a 
candidate who can address Iraq and ISIS “going 
forward, not looking backward.”

Noted

As you’ve probably heard by now, “something 
strange is happening at America’s colleges and 
universities,” said Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan 
Haidt in The Atlantic. Self-righteous, politically 
correct students are demanding that campuses 
become “safe spaces,” cleansed of all “words, 
ideas, and subjects that might cause discomfort 
or give offense.” Catering to their demands for 
“trigger warnings” about upsetting literature and 
historical events is corroding the quality of college 
education—but what’s gone unsaid is the debili-
tating effect it is having on students themselves. 
By shielding young people from “microaggres-
sions” and ideas that upset them, and teaching 
those students that their negative emotional 
responses are always “true and important,” we’re 
teaching them “to think pathologically.” It’s no 
accident that rates of depression, anxiety, and 
inappropriate anger on campuses are soaring. 
What’s at stake here is not only academic free-
dom but also college students’ “mental health.”

As a professor who believes in the power of free 
speech, “I never imagined becoming a defender 
of trigger warnings,” said Aaron Hanlon in New 
Republic.com. My own college syllabus is packed 
full of literature about sexual assault, torture, and 

slavery—topics that “could be censored by ‘social 
justice warriors’ from the Left.” I refuse to cen-
sor such material, but I do provide introductory 
comments—or trigger warnings, if you prefer—to 
prepare my students for graphic material and ease 
them into difficult discussions. Some students 
seek private meetings with me to discuss their dif-
ficulties with the material, but it’s all part of “the 
messy business of teaching and learning.” 

The key word there is “business,” said Megan 
McArdle in the New York Post. One of the big-
gest culprits in the unhealthy atmosphere on cam-
pus is the “steady shift toward viewing college 
as a consumer experience” rather than a place to 
imbue students with “the intangible qualities of 
character and education.” Colleges are supposed 
to convert young people into critical thinkers 
who are prepared to join the world, said Daniel 
Drezner in WashingtonPost.com. But now that 
colleges function like businesses, charging stu-
dents up to $60,000 a year for an education, then 
“it becomes more difficult for college administra-
tors to ignore their whims.” In a business, the 
customer is always right—even if he or she wants 
to spend four years being shielded from emo-
tional triggers and microaggressions. 

College: A threat to mental health?

Bush: It’s Obama’s fault.



“Don’t ask what the  
world needs. Ask yourself 

what makes you come 
alive and then go do that. 
Because what the world 

needs is people who  
have come alive.” 
Civil rights leader  

Howard Thurman, quoted in 
FastCompany.com

“It is not love that is blind, 
but jealousy.” 

Novelist Lawrence Durrell, 
quoted in the Associated Press 

“If you don’t stick to your 
values when they’re being 
tested, they’re not values: 

They’re hobbies.” 
Jon Stewart, quoted in the 

Cape Cod Times 

“When it comes to sex, 
the most important 

six inches are the ones 
between the ears.” 
Dr. Ruth, quoted in 
ReadersDigest.com 

“They who are of the 
opinion that money will 
do everything may very 
well be suspected to do 
everything for money.” 

English statesman  
George Savile, quoted in  

The Boston Globe 

“To live is the rarest thing 
in the world. Most people 

exist, that is all.” 
Oscar Wilde, quoted in 

TheGuardian.com

“If you don’t know  
the exact moment when 

the lights will go out,  
you might as well read 

until they do.” 
Critic Clive James, quoted in 

The Weekly Standard 
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Poll watch
45% of Democrats want 

Vice President Joe Biden 
to join the 2016 presiden-
tial race. 47% do not.
Gallup 

57% of American teens 
ages 13 to 17 have made 
at least one new friend 
online. Only 20% say they 
have ever met this friend 
in person.
Pew Research Center 

For Republicans, “is this the year of the out-
sider?” asked Kathie Obradovich in The Des 
Moines Register. First it was Donald Trump surg-
ing to the top of the GOP presidential polls—and 
staying there. Now the field’s two other non-
politicians, former Hewlett Packard CEO Carly 
Fiorina and retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson, 
are enjoying their own popularity surges, after 
well-received performances in the GOP’s first TV 
debates. Carson is running second in national 
polls and in Iowa, where the first primary will be 
held; Fiorina is approaching double digits nation-
ally, up from 1 or 2 percent. With anti-politician 
frustration running high, many voters are embrac-
ing the idea of electing a president “who has 
never held political office.” 

It’s been a great start for “the new kids in town,” 
said Caitlin Huey-Burns in RealClearPolitics 
.com. Carson’s a very conservative boat-rocker 
whose “mild-mannered and uplifting” demeanor 
provides a welcome contrast to the bombast of 
other candidates. Fiorina can sharply criticize 
Hillary Clinton without being accused of sexism. 
Meanwhile, the party’s supposedly “deep bench of 
governors” is flailing, said Bill Scher, also in Real 
ClearPolitics.com. Scott Walker, Chris  Christie, 

and Bobby Jindal tout themselves as “outside-
the-Beltway problem-solvers”—but they’re being 
“out-outsidered.” Walker was supposed to win 
Iowa and challenge Jeb Bush as the party’s front-
runner, but his lackluster start has left the Wiscon-
sin governor’s campaign reeling: He’s slumped to 
third in Iowa polls, behind Trump and Carson. 

Carson and Fiorina won’t last long, said Paul 
Waldman in WashingtonPost.com. Remember 
Herman Cain and Michelle Bachman in 2012? 
Political outsiders often seem wonderfully new 
and refreshing—until they get closer scrutiny. 
Carson, for example, is a “young-Earth creationist 
who thinks evolution is a myth.” Fiorina’s “sin-
gular accomplishment was negotiating a lovely 
golden parachute for herself after a disastrous 
run” at Hewlett Packard. Ultimately, “there are 
only five candidates with a plausible path to the 
Republican nomination,” said William Galston in 
The Wall Street Journal: Jeb Bush, Marco Rubio, 
Ted Cruz, John Kasich, and Walker. In choosing 
one of them, the party must decide whether to 
broaden its appeal among young and minority 
voters, or to do “a better job of mobilizing its 
base.” These two options are mutually exclusive, 
so “it’s time for Republicans to get serious.” 

The GOP: Rise of the outsiders

Cuba: When will real change come?
When he reopened the U.S. 
Embassy in Havana last week, 
Secretary of State John Kerry 
declared that “Cuba’s future 
is for Cubans to shape,” said 
The Wall Street Journal in an 
editorial. “If only this were 
true.” Fidel and Raúl Castro 
have maintained a strangle-
hold over the island for more 
than a half-century, and “that 
hasn’t changed a whit” since 
President Obama decided last December to rec-
ognize the Cuban regime. Life remains bleak for 
ordinary Cubans, who still suffer soul-crushing 
poverty and political oppression. Kerry came to 
Havana calling for “a genuine democracy,” but 
then failed to invite a single dissident to watch 
U.S. Marines hoist the Stars and Stripes over the 
new embassy, said Andres Oppenheimer in The 
Miami Herald. You have to wonder: Is Obama 
so eager to go down in history as “the president 
who opened Cuba” that he’s willing to give the 
Castros a pass on human rights?

Yes, persecution continues, “but change, in 
some form, is coming,” said the Charlotte, N.C., 
Observer in an editorial. The Castro brothers 
have promised to relinquish power by 2018. 
Their departure won’t turn the island into a free-

market democracy overnight; 
Cubans want freedom, but they 
believe socialism has provided 
good health care, schools, and 
other benefits. Change will be 
incremental, and the Obama 
administration has smartly 
decided that as Cuba evolves, 
“the U.S. is better positioned 
as a neighbor than enemy.” It’s 
smart politics, too, said Casey 
Leins in USNews.com. A Pew 

Research Center poll found that 73 percent of 
Americans are in favor of re-established relations 
with Cuba— including 56 per cent of Republicans. 
And 72 percent of Americans support ending the 
U.S. economic embargo.
 
That embargo is “the oldest and most compre-
hensive set of U.S. economic sanctions against 
any country in the world,” said William M. Leo-
grande in Newsday.com. It’s been an abject fail-
ure. President Eisenhower imposed the sanctions 
to plunge Cuba into a crisis so severe that its citi-
zens would overthrow Castro. Instead, most suf-
fering Cubans have focused their rage against the 
U.S. Obama has licensed some exceptions to the 
embargo, “but only Congress can lift it.” It’s time 
to “stop punishing the Cuban people for events 
that happened before most of them were born.”

The U.S. flag flies again in Havana.



How appropriate that Google is changing its 
name to Alphabet Inc., said The Economist. 
In recent years, the tech giant has become 
an “alphabet soup of different businesses,” 
expanding far beyond its core internet-search 
advertising business to invest in self-driving 
cars, Web-connected glasses, and delivery 
drones. A shake-up announced last week 
should bring some clarity to the operation. 
Google, or rather the collection of busi-
nesses most associated with the brand—such 
as Search, Android, YouTube, and Google 
Maps—will become a subsidiary of the 
new Alphabet holding company, headed by Google co-founders 
Sergey Brin and Larry Page. “Moonshot” ventures like Calico, 
Google’s effort to extend human life, will be spun off as separate 
businesses under the Alphabet umbrella. This is all about keeping 
Wall Street happy, said Cade Metz in Wired.com. Google’s core 
earnings will now be reported separately from moonshot earn-
ings. That means Alphabet, which Page says will be modeled on 
Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway conglomerate, can show in-
vestors that its “bread-and-butter businesses remain highly profit-
able, even if the moonshots fail to turn a profit for years on end.”

Alphabet is not Berkshire Hathaway, said Annie Lowrey in New 
York magazine. Buffett invests in big, proven businesses to pro-
duce value for shareholders. But Google’s moonshots will “either 

turn into giant, world-changing businesses 
or never make a dime.” So right now, 
investing in Alphabet means investing in 
Google—which accounts for 90 percent of 
the company’s revenue. That core business 
needs urgent attention, said Leonid Bershid-
sky in BloombergView.com. Ever fewer in-
ternet users are clicking on online ads, and 
198 million people now use ad-blocking 
 software—costing publishers $22 billion 
this year. “Blocking grows much faster than 
Google revenue, and it will soon be a major 
threat.” Yet rather than fix their main money-

maker, “Page and Brin prefer to play with self-driving cars.”

But that’s always been the Google way, said Farhad Manjoo in 
The New York Times. The company has long been the archetype 
of a Silicon Valley firm—an engineering-driven culture in which 
people are given wide leeway to work on problems that excite 
them. This reorganization enshrines that idea, and if it proves 
successful will surely be widely copied. Of all the big, evolv-
ing tech firms in the Valley, “Facebook is best suited for this 
new template,” said Erin Griffith in Fortune.com. Like Google, 
Facebook makes most of its money from its flagship product 
but is also pumping cash into moonshots, such as solar-powered 
drones that use lasers to beam internet access down to the 
ground. Advertising may pay the bills, but it will never be cool. 

Companies: Google becomes Alphabet
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Meet the parent company.

NFL embraces big data
A coin-size microchip could turn the game of 
football into a “data-driven arms race,” said 
AJ Dellinger in DailyDot.com. Starting this 
season, the NFL will equip every player in the 
league with a radio-frequency identification 
chip that will track speed, distance, and direc-
tion traveled on the field. The technology, em-
bedded in players’ shoulder pads, “will reveal 
new insights into the sport, both for fans and 
front offices.” Stats-hungry fans will be able to 
access the data through the NFL 2015 app for 
the Xbox One and Windows 10, but the big-
gest impact may be in how the teams use the 
numbers. Football has been slow to adopt ad-
vanced statistics, but a new understanding of 
how a wide receiver runs a route or whether 
players need different training “could quickly 
turn a league of Luddites into tech disciples.” 

Apple pushes iPads in the office
Apple wants to make the iPad “a more ap-
pealing work tool,” said Shira Ovide and 
Daisuke Wakabayashi in The Wall Street Jour-
nal. The consumer tech giant is working with 
more than 40 tech companies, “many of them 
little-known makers of apps for accounting 
or sales presentations,” to develop bundles of 
iPad applications tailored to specific industries 

and business functions. It’s unfamiliar territory 
for Apple, which has largely shied away from 
the $2 trillion workplace-technology market. 
But iPad sales have fallen for six straight quar-
ters, and “business sales have been a bright 
spot in the sagging tablet market.” In 2018, 
20 percent of tablets worldwide will be owned 
by businesses, up from 12 percent in 2014, ac-
cording to Forrester Research. 

Zirtual shutters overnight
A startup with $5.5 million in funding just 
“dissolved and disappeared,” said Biz Carson 
and Jillian D’Onfro in BusinessInsider.com. 
Zirtual, which provided online personal as-
sistants, deleted its social media accounts last 
week and sent its 400 staffers a 1:30 a.m. 
email to say it was “pausing operations.” The 
news blindsided both employees and clients. 
Zirtual CEO Kate Donovan later explained in 
a blog post that the company burned through 
its funding after it switched from independent 
contractors to employees, causing the com-
pany’s head count to grow from 150 to 400 
in a little over 18 months. “At the end of the 
day, we grew faster than we could handle,” 
Donovan wrote. The company’s assets have 
been sold to Startups.co, which plans to re-
launch the service this month. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

You’ll soon be able to 
transform your liv-
ing room 
TV into a 
“digital 
easel, 
an office 
whiteboard, 
or an 
impossibly 
large Candy 
Crush playing field,” said Nick Pino 
in TechRadar.com. Wave, developed 
by San Francisco–based Touchjet, 
converts any television into a giant 
touchscreen computer. The device, 
which is mounted on top of the TV 
and connected via an HDMI cable, 
uses an infrared sensor to track fin-
ger movements across the screen. 
The TV then works like any other 
Android tablet, capable of running 
the 1.3 million apps in the Google 
Play Store. “There’s big business 
in creating TV-size touchscreens,” 
with Microsoft set to release its 
 whiteboard-size Surface Hub next 
year. But while the Surface Hub 
starts at $7,000, the Wave will be 
available for just $119 and is slated 
to start shipping in March 2016.

Innovation of the week

Technology16 NEWS 



The universe is slowly dying. An interna-
tional team of astronomers has discov-
ered that the energy output across some 
200,000 nearby galaxies is roughly half 
what it was 2 billion years ago, Scientific 
American reports. The reason is simple: 
Stars are slowly exhausting their fuel. The 
universe is now 13.8 billion years old, and 
in all that time, stars, quasars, and other 
radiant objects have been converting mat-
ter into energy. Scientists have known for 
some time that the cosmic storehouse of 
energy is declining, but a team of 100 sci-

entists working for the Galaxy and Mass 
Assembly (GAMA) project has pinpointed 
the process with unprecedented preci-
sion. Using some of the world’s most 
powerful telescopes, the team surveyed 
energy output at 21 wavelengths, from 
ultraviolet to infrared, and determined the 
universe is sliding into dotage, though it 
won’t disappear entirely. “It will just grow 
old forever, slowly converting less and 
less mass into energy as billions of years 
pass,” says Luke Davies of the University 
of Western Australia, part of the GAMA 

team. “Eventually, it will become a cold, 
dark, and desolate place where all the 
lights go out.”

Health & Science NEWS 17 

Fit kids do better in math 
An epidemic of childhood obesity in the 
U.S. has sparked nationwide concern that 
kids spend too much sedentary time in front 
of screens and too little time playing out-
doors. Now research suggests that children 
who are aerobically fit aren’t just healthier, 
they also do better in math, ScienceDaily 
.com reports. A University of Illinois study 
found that cardiorespiratory fitness contrib-
utes to gray-matter loss, a crucial part of 
neurological development in children. “The 
theory is that the brain is pruning away 
unnecessary connections and strengthen-
ing useful connections,” says study leader 
Laura Chaddock-Heyman. Her team ana-
lyzed 48 children ages 9 and 10 who had 
completed a treadmill test. Half the kids 
were either at or above the 70th percentile 
for aerobic fitness, while the other half 
were out of shape, falling below the 30th 
percentile. The researchers then imaged the 
subjects’ brains with MRIs and gave them 
an achievement test to gauge their math, 
reading, and spelling skills. The fitter chil-
dren showed significantly more thinning 
in the outermost layer of the cerebrum, a 
process associated with better mathemat-
ics  performance—and, in fact, they scored 
higher on their math tests, but showed no 
such edge in reading or spelling. “These 
findings arrive at an important time,” says 
researcher Charles Hillman, noting that 
many schools have cut back on physical 
activity during the school day “in response 
to mandates for increased academic time.”

Not everyone likes smooching 
Romantic kissing may be a fundamental 
mating rite in many cultures, but it’s far 
from universal. New research indicates that 
in some parts of the world the idea of lock-
ing lips is considered not just strange but 
downright disgusting. In fact, the study by 
anthropologists at the University of Nevada 
and Indiana University surveyed 168 
societies and found that fewer than half—
46  percent—kiss in a romantic or erotic 
way. The researchers found that making 
out is virtually nonexistent in sub-Saharan 
Africa, New Guinea, and the Amazon. 
Nonsexual kissing does appear to be more 
universal, however, as a gesture of affec-
tion to babies and small children, and some 
Pacific cultures practice the Oceanic kiss, 
which involves passing mouths over each 
other without making contact. Why do 
some societies find mouth-kissing repulsive? 
“Some of these people never go to the den-
tist,” study author William Jankowiak tells 
NPR.org. “They never brush their teeth.” 

The tomb of Nefertiti? 
One of the great mysteries of archaeology 
is the location of the tomb of Nefertiti, the 
Egyptian queen of legendary beauty who 
ruled alongside Pharaoh Akhenaten in 
the 14th century B.C. A new theory sug-
gests that Nefertiti may be hiding in plain 
sight—tucked away in the tomb of King 
Tutankhamen in Luxor. Nicholas Reeves, 
a British archaeologist at the University of 
Arizona, formulated his hypothesis after 
viewing a high-resolution 
facsimile of Tut’s tomb pub-
lished online last year by 
Factum Arte, a Spanish firm 
specializing in art restoration. 
Studying the images, Reeves 
noted cracks in the walls that 
could indicate two previously 
undetected “ghost” doorways, 
leading to a hidden chamber. 
That could help explain why 

Tutankhamen’s tomb, uncovered in 1922, 
is considered small and cramped for the 
final resting place of an Egyptian ruler—it 
may be an extension of a larger tomb. 
More than 2,000 valuable artifacts have 
been found in the burial chamber that 
predate the boy king, who is thought to 
have died at 17 in 1323 B.C. These objects, 
Reeves suggests, were likely intended for an 
Egyptian queen; Nefertiti, who died when 
Tut was a child, was the only woman of 
the era to achieve that status. The theory is 
controversial, and archaeologists say mod-
ern X-ray technology may eventually solve 
the riddle. “We may get to the point within 
a few years of knowing whether there is 
a [hidden] chamber,” Egyptologist Toby 
Wilkinson of Cambridge University tells 
CNN.com. “It’s very tantalizing.”

Health scare of the week 
Margarine is a killer 
Doctors have long advised people to limit 
their consumption of saturated fats found 
in butter, cream, and meats. But new 
research shows that these fats, derived from 
animal products, actually don’t in crease the 
risk of stroke, heart disease, or diabetes. 
The study found that industrially produced 
trans fats, found in margarine, snack foods, 
and packaged baked goods, do raise the 
risk of premature death by 34 percent. The 
Can a dian project was the largest yet of its 
kind: Researchers looking at 50 studies 
involving more than 1 million people found 
that trans fats were also associated with 
a 28 percent increased risk of death from 
coronary heart disease and a 21 percent 
risk of cardiovascular disease. The study 
contradicts decades of conventional wisdom 
about saturated fats dating back to the 
1950s. “That said, we aren’t advocating an 
increase of the allowance of saturated fats,” 
study author Russell de Souza of McMas ter 
Uni ver si ty tells The Daily Tele graph (U.K.). 
Saturated fats may not cause heart disease, 
he says, but they can lead to weight gain. 
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Exercise helps prune kids’ cerebrums.

Why the universe is burning out

A star in its death throes, as its gases escape
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Alice Hoffman has a nose for drama, 
said Wendy Smith in The Washington 
Post. After sifting through the tangled 
family history of 19th-century impres-
sionist painter Camille Pissarro, the 
prolific author has written a “fierce, sor-
rowful” tale about arranged marriage 
and forbidden love. At the center is the 
artist’s mother, a headstrong widow 
whose affair with her husband’s 22-year-
old nephew scandalizes the community 
of Jewish settlers living on tropical St. 
Thomas. Hoffman “forcefully imagines” 
her characters’ interior lives, spinning 
a “wonderfully complicated web of se-
crets and lies.” Don’t let the “sometimes 
hard-to-track” side stories keep you 
from finishing the book, said Jean Zim-
merman in NPR.org. It’s rich with folk-
lore, magic realism, and lavish imagery. 
Hoffman makes the island setting an 
“irresistible  wonderland”— appropriate 
for the birthplace of the father of im-
pressionism. All drama aside, some-
times it’s a pleasure just to get lost 
in the thick aroma of jasmine and the 
vibrant blossoms and birds.

ARTS20

Review of reviews: Books

The “snackification of the American diet” 
was not a random development, said 
Nicola Twilley in Popular Science. In 
its  generations-long quest to provide the 
nation’s soldiers with field-friendly provi-
sions, the U.S. Department of Defense 
has spawned “an astonishing number of 
grocery-store staples.” Armies have always 
needed to keep the troops fed, of course, 
and Combat-Ready Kitchen makes due note 
of the Aztecs’ reliance on cannibalism and 
the push that Genghis Khan gave to jerky. 
But World War II revolutionized how civil-
ians eat. Cheetos, Power Bars, instant coffee, 
and even supermarket sandwich breads all 
emerged from that crucible, and subsequent 
military breakthroughs have played a key 
role in developing the highly processed 
foods that now account for 61 percent of 
the average American’s caloric intake.

Iceberg Slim’s 1967 
memoir is so raw and 
sexually explicit that 
it “makes your eye-
balls leap out of your 
skull,” said Dwight 
Garner in The New 
York Times. But that’s 
not why Pimp or its 
ex-con author should 
be remembered. The 
man’s prose “was, and 

is, as ecstatic and original as a Chuck Berry 
guitar solo,” and, for at least a time, the 
street-savvy Chicago native was America’s 
best-selling black writer, even though his 
titles weren’t sold in bookstores. This 
important and overdue biography never 
diminishes the abuse that its subject heaped 
on the prostitutes he managed before he 
took up writing, and the book does many 
other things well. Mostly, it sheds light on a 
figure whose life story and later novels laid 
the groundwork for Blaxploitation cinema 
and three decades of gangsta rap. 

Gifford in no way sugarcoats Slim’s story, 
said Larry Getlen in the New York Post. 
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Some of the newer innovations beggar  
belief, said Cara Parks in The New 
Republic. During a visit to the Army’s food 
research center in Natick, Mass., author 
Anastacia Marx de Salcedo ate a hamburger 
that had been sitting at room temperature 
for two years. Still, her account focuses less 
on “the ‘gee-whiz’ funhouse of newly devel-
oped Frankenfoods” than on how food 
companies fast-track the military’s break-
throughs to our supermarkets. Since 1980, 
federal law has required the Natick center 
to hand over its discoveries to the private 

sector, thus ensuring that the Pentagon will 
have large stores of “shelf-stable” food 
available for troops in an emergency. The 
arrangement spawned  preservative-free deli 
meats and McDonald’s McRib, and Salcedo 
rightly points out the dangers of this syn-
ergy, even as she fails to have enough fun 
with such tales. Processed foods provide 
real advantages for soldiers in the field, she 
says, but they compromise the long-term 
health of sedentary consumers.

To her credit, she’s “too honest a writer 
not to concede that she can’t find any sin-
ister motives behind the military-culinary 
complex,” said Arthur Herman in The 
Wall Street Journal. Though she accuses 
the Army of running a vast experiment in 
which American consumers are the guinea 
pigs, Salcedo even admits admiring the 
work being done at the Natick center. The 
foodstuffs dreamed up there have kept sol-
diers and many civilians alive, and they’ve 
freed us average consumers from the need 
to cook all our meals from scratch. If you 
keep those achievements in mind as you 
read, you’re “likely to look at our daily fare 
with a fresh sense of appreciation.” 

Combat-Ready Kitchen:  
How the U.S. Military Shapes 
the Way You Eat
by Anastacia Marx de Salcedo
(Current, $28)

Novel of the week
The Marriage of Opposites
by Alice Hoffman

(Simon & Schuster, $28)

Street Poison: The Biography 
of Iceberg Slim 
by Justin Gifford (Doubleday, $27)

Born Robert Moppins Jr. in 1918 Chicago, 
the future urban folk hero took an inter-
est in pimping at age 12, after his mother 
opened a salon that wound up catering to 
pimps and prostitutes. He claimed he’d 
been sexually abused by a female babysitter 
years earlier, and that his hatred of women 
was cemented when his mother left the 
man who’d helped raise him. He turned to 
crime by 14, and Gifford vividly depicts the 
underworld where Moppins operated for 
the next quarter century, said Jon Michaud 
in The Washington Post. Drug, fancy cars, 
and jewelry came with the territory, but 
after a 1961 stint in solitary confinement, 
Moppins, then 42, retired from pimping 
and changed his surname to Beck. 

“It wasn’t just Beck who was changing,” 
said Peter Lewis in BarnesAndNobleReview 
.com. Gifford nicely explains how mass 
culture and urban renewal were creating 
a new world for black Americans. What’s 
more, his protagonist doesn’t instantly 
reform. Postprison, Beck sold TVs that had 
been emptied of their insides and weighted 
with bricks. But he also produced a timeless 
body of work that acknowledged his role in 
perpetuating racism’s cruelties. Try to mea-
sure that legacy against the pain he caused, 
and “you’ll find yourself faced with a moral 
equation insoluble by mortals.” 

A U.S. soldier chowing down in Kuwait
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Best books...chosen by David Simon
David Simon is the creator of The Wire, the 2002–08 series widely deemed one of 
TV’s greatest crime dramas. Show Me a Hero, his new six-part miniseries about a 
desegregation battle in Yonkers, N.Y., airs Sundays through Aug. 30 on HBO. 
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Let Us Now Praise Famous Men by James 
Agee, with photos by Walker Evans (Mariner, 
$18). Reading this as a young newspaperman 
helped me shed much of my callow opportunism. 
Agee’s feelings for his subjects are matched only 
by his awe of their humanity. The fact that it ini-
tially sold only a few hundred copies makes me 
feel better about those Treme ratings.

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison (Vintage, $14). 
This would be Morrison’s masterwork, if, um, 
she hadn’t followed it with Beloved and Song of 
Solomon. Can a writer have three masterworks?

Two Nations by Andrew Hacker (Scribner, 
$19). In its quiet way, this slim, thoughtful 1992 
volume from a careful political scientist demol-
ishes the easy and indulgent notion that we are 
in any way, shape, or form living in a postracial 
America. A primer for anyone interested in hon-
estly discussing our racial pathologies.

All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren 
(Mariner, $16). My nominee for the Great 
American Novel. Not because I want to argue 

down Huck Finn—I don’t—but because Warren 
caught something so dark, hollow, and true in 
the populist affirmations that we Americans use 
to adorn ourselves and our works. Read it before 
every election cycle as a prophylactic.

Lincoln at Gettysburg by Garry Wills (Simon 
& Schuster, $17). A brilliant analysis of the 
mo ment when the 16th president dragged a 
flawed national experiment kicking and scream-
ing to a moral summit. With one short speech, 
Lin coln stole the United States from the big-house 
gentry, the racists, and the strict constructionists. 
F--- ’em if they think they’re ever getting it back.

Ball Four by Jim Bouton (Turner, $24). A sports 
book from The Wire guy? Bouton’s diary of a 
season at the margins of pro baseball is a care-
ful, penetrating assessment of an America caught 
between the interior truth of everyday life and the 
Disneyfied version of things that we are always 
selling and buying. Swear to God, Ball Four was 
the template for Homicide, my first book. Hey, 
throwing a knuckleball and solving a murder 
both require more nuance than you’d think.

Also of interest...in life beyond Earth

Ann Beattie
Ann Beattie is a better lis-
ten er than she gives herself 
credit for, said Heidi Ju la vits 
in Interview. For more than 
four decades, she has been 
writing stories that make 
her readers feel as if they’re 
eavesdropping on real peo-

ple. Yet she 
insists that 
actual conver-
sation gener-
ally doesn’t 
interest her. 
“I don’t think 
that people 
address 

things of substance head-
on,” she says. “I always 
assume there’s a discon-
nect, and a significant one, 
between what anyone is 
talking about and who they 
are.” She’ll take a snippet of 
overheard gossip and drop it 
into a story verbatim (once, 
the subject of the gossip 
mistook this for coincidence). 
But she doesn’t trust talk. “I 
both listen and don’t listen,” 
she says.

Her new collection, The State 
We’re In, features plenty of 
characters who are older 
and less cool than the young 
Baby Boomers she wrote 
about in the 1970s, said 
Megan O’Grady in Vogue 
.com. But the highlight is 
a trio of stories about an 
observant teenager spend-
ing a summer with her aunt 
and uncle in Maine. “I can 
go back in time to when I 
was that kind of kid,” Beattie 
says. “Although the particu-
lars have changed, [there’s] 
that general cynicism toward 
adults and trying to do 
things well when you really 
are up against people who 
are far crazier than you are.” 
That’s also the voice that 
tells her when she’s finished 
a story. “If I ask myself, 
‘What are you going to add 
to the world today by your 
 writing?’—that’s exactly the 
sort of thing that would be 
asked by a teenager. And 
sometimes it’s good to ask 
those  questions.”

Author of the week
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“Aurora is, simply, the best ‘genera-
tion starship’ novel I have ever read,” 
said Adam Roberts in The Guardian 
(U.K.). On a spacecraft that’s home 
to 12 ecosystems, a teenager named 
Freya is one of 2,100 passengers 

finally nearing the galaxy they’re to colonize. 
The setup’s pretty standard, but Kim Stanley 
Robinson “can write rings around pretty much 
any contemporary novelist.” He’s created “a mel-
low, complex meditation” on love, human stub-
bornness, and the mystery of consciousness.

Aurora
by Kim Stanley Robinson (Orbit, $26)

This “remarkable” debut novel will 
be compared to The Right Stuff, and 
why not? asked David Shribman in 
The Boston Globe. It’s the story of an 
astronaut trainee who’s a colleague of 
Neil Armstrong and Chuck Yeager’s. 

But Benjamin Johncock “generally goes his own 
way” with the material, creating a “beguiling” 
fictional portrait of a man living through tragedy 
in an era of triumph. The book is “lit by the 
fire of 1960s adventure, but also by the blazing 
beauty of a new literary star.”

The Last Pilot
by Benjamin Johncock (Picador, $26)

Part technical primer, part manifesto, 
this 100-page volume arrives at an 
auspicious moment, said Maddie 
Stone in Gizmodo.com. Stephen 
Petranek, a former Discover editor, 
firmly supports colonizing Mars, and 

he has assembled his overview of the effort’s 
logistics at a time when even NASA has been 
talking of getting to Mars soon. Petranek admits 
that Mars will severely test the early colonizers, 
but he predicts that we’ll eventually tailor the 
planet’s environment to suit us.

How We’ll Live on Mars
by Stephen L. Petranek (Simon & Schuster, $17)

In the future imagined by China’s most 
popular sci-fi novelist, people on Earth 
have four centuries to organize a global 
defense against a coming alien inva-
sion, but they can’t stop squabbling 
long enough to do the work. Liu Cixin 

“has a keen understanding of the human political 
mind,” and he’s deployed it again in the second 
book of his Three Bodies trilogy, said Stephen 
Benedict Dyson in WashingtonPost.com. The 
Dark Forest frequently marries vaulting imagina-
tion to “startling set-piece narration.”

The Dark Forest
by Liu Cixin (Tor, $26)



Photographer Jacob 
Aue Sobol makes 
the world look a little 
smaller. In recent 
years, the adventur-
ous Dane made 
three monthlong 
journeys on the 
5,800-mile Trans-
Siberian Railway, 
which stretches 
across Russia, 
Mongolia, and 
China. Some of the high-contrast black-
and-white images he captured along 
the way were landscapes seen from his 
window. But Sobol also coaxed fellow 
passengers into posing for intimate 
portraits, and he disembarked regularly 
to explore communities that caught his 
eye. His starkly beautiful images of chil-
dren playing soccer, pedestrians stroll-
ing, and lovers embracing erase half a 
world of geographical distance. At Yossi 
Milo Gallery, 245 10th Ave., New York 
City. (212) 414-0370. Prices range from 
$3,500 to $7,500. 

Review of reviews: Art22 ARTS 

A great Alex Katz painting 
manages “the equivalent of 
capturing a firefly in a glass 
jar,” said Sarah E. Fensom in 
Art & Antiques. In his land-
scapes as well as his portraits, 
the native New Yorker lays 
down flat hard-edged fields 
of color in a way that makes 
viewers aware of the fleeting-
ness of the moment. You see 
it in a facial expression, or the 
quality of the morning light 
playing against a group of 
trees. Always, he “strips away 
extraneous detail, focusing on 
the essence of form.” In the Katz exhibi-
tion currently hanging in Atlanta, many of 
the 65 paintings are colossal Maine land-
scapes that Katz, now 88, has produced 
over the past 30 years. But enough of his 
earlier work has been included to convey 
his admirable consistency. Bucking trends, 
Katz developed a signature style that now 
has been “part of the visual culture of 
America for a very long time.”

His painting philosophy “was steeped 
in a cauldron of American abstraction,” 

THE WEEK August 28, 2015

In Natalie Frank’s new drawing series, 
“the fairy tale has become a nightmare,” 
said Arielle Budick in the Financial Times. 
Working from the original ver-
sions of the German folk sto-
ries assembled in 1812 by the 
Brothers Grimm, the Texas-
born artist has created dozens 
of works that depict “horrific” 
scenes of assault and butchery 
in “radiant, jewel-like” colors. 
Her Sleeping Beauty awak-
ens as she’s being raped. Her 
Red Riding Hood is attracted 
to the carnality of the Big 
Bad Wolf and is promptly 
devoured. Frank isn’t the first 
reader of Grimm to return 
to the dark, original versions of the tales 
later scrubbed clean of violence and terror. 
In truth, she can be “frustratingly” loose 
with her impressionistic riffs on the stories’ 
crucial moments. But her “gorgeously gro-
tesque” gouache-and-chalk pastel drawings 
restore to the Grimm catalog the urgency 

Where to buy
A select exhibition in a private gallery

Beijing, 2012

said Faith McClure in ArtsAtl.com. The 
action painters of the 1950s were his 
contemporaries, and though Katz stub-
bornly pursued figurative work instead, 
his paintings similarly put surface first, 
and “come at you as if objects penetrating 
three-dimensional space.” Even when he 
sets a figure in a landscape, as he does in 
January 3 (1993), he might refuse to pull 
the viewer in. Instead, the face of his wife, 
Ada, shares the painting’s surface with two 
snapshot-like images of winter trees that 
create an effect like a brief film sequence. 

Still, Katz “has an uncanny 
ability to evoke deep emo-
tion.” Another depiction of 
Ada, 1972’s Blue Umbrella 
#2, “envelops the viewer in 
Katz’s own wonder when 
beholding the beauty of his 
beloved.”

Still, Katz remains “an 
ongoing enigma,” said 
Sebastian Smee in The 
Boston Globe. “When 
his mature work is good, 
there’s little better,” but 
“when it’s not so good, 
it’s unaccountably awful.” 
Both the show in Atlanta 
and a concurrent exhibi-
tion at Maine’s Colby 

College reveal how easy it is for Katz’s 
“permanent-summer” style to sink into 
schmaltziness. The many studies he’s done 
of a single creek in Maine, meanwhile, 
show how a worthwhile pursuit “loses its 
impact when repeated,” said Felicia Feaster 
in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Still, 
other Katz landscapes “bristle with life and 
energy.” With 10:30 a.m., from 2006, the 
viewer stands with Katz deep in a birch 
forest dappled with sunlight, and “it is 
hard to miss the emotion and rapture as 
the artist stands before the natural world.” 

Exhibit of the week 
Alex Katz, This Is Now
High Museum, Atlanta,  
through Sept. 6

Natalie Frank: The Brothers Grimm
Blanton Museum of Art, Austin,  
through Nov. 15

with which it once counseled young listen-
ers about sexual maturity.

Lust isn’t the only irrational urge these 
fairy tales wrestle with, said John Yau in 
Hyperallergic.com. In the Grimm that 
Frank reads, Cinderella’s stepsisters are 

compelled by greed to slice 
off their toes to fit into the 
glass slipper borne by a 
prince. “True to the tenor 
of the fairy tales,” Frank’s 
drawings blend careful real-
ism with abrupt shifts in scale 
and perspective, suggesting 
clashing realities. “Certainly 
no other artist of her genera-
tion has done as much with 
pastels.” One of the most 
striking images in the show—
and in the book associated 
with the series—springs from 

“The Ungrateful Son,” a lesser-known 
Grimm tale in which a boy hides a roasted 
chicken from his father and is punished 
when the bird turns into a toad that latches 
permanently onto the boy’s face. “You 
don’t need to know the story to be stopped 
in your tracks.”

Blue Umbrella #2 (1972): A singular, fleeting moment with Ada Katz 
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Despite its decid-
edly British setting 
and flavor, this 
genre-bending 
drama “should 
resonate strongly 
with anyone who 
has felt the resound-
ing failure of the 
American dream,” 
said Kevin Greene 
in NewCity .com. 
Alistair McDowall’s 
darkly comic thriller 
opens in a squalid 
little apartment, the 
home of two very 
different brothers, in a postindustrial town 
in northern England. The shy, profoundly 
gifted Luke, played with “head-spinning 
dexterity” by Curtis Edward Jackson, has 
just fashioned a working time machine 
out of cardboard and duct tape. Yet 
the machine, instead of providing him 
an escape from his miserable surround-
ings, only causes poor Luke to fall prey 
to his venal, drug-dealing older brother, 
Rob (the “seriously formidable” Ryan 
McBride). Rob’s thuggish boss would like 

to use the invention 
for financial gain.

“Brilliant Adventures 
is not for all tastes,” 
said Chris Jones 
in the Chicago 
Tribune. Violence, 
nihilism, and greed 
prevail here—Rob 
even keeps one 
junkie tied in the 
apartment on a 
dog’s leash. Blood 
is shed in the fight 
for control of the 
contraption, and a 

future version of Luke, played by another 
actor (Ty Olwin), travels back in time 
to try to save his younger self. That mix 
of gritty social realism and science fic-
tion might seem gimmicky, but it allows 
McDowall to examine age-old questions 
in a bold new way—especially whether 
it’s ever possible to escape your past. Even 
a second act that “sags and stutters” in 
places can’t dampen the disturbing, vital 
energy coursing through the play. It’s “a 
brilliant adventure indeed.” 

No one in hip-hop 
besides Dr. Dre “has 
built as seemingly bul-
letproof a reputation 
with as little material,” 
said Jon Caramanica in 
The New York Times. 
The rapper-producer 

has released only two solo albums since 
N.W.A disbanded in the early 1990s. But he’s 
remained one of hip-hop’s great innovators, 
creating the West Coast G-Funk sound and 
masterminding Eminem’s rise. Dre’s long-
awaited third album, Compton—is “ornate 
and grand-scaled, and somehow also deft.” 
But its “open-door policy” for collaborators 
means skilled wordsmiths like Snoop Dogg, 
Eminem, and Kendrick Lamar appear along-
side “more dubious talents” like Dre proté-
gés Justus and King Mez. Dre’s own rhymes 
impress, though he’s “still full of contradic-
tions,” said Jonah Weiner in Rolling Stone. 
On “Animals,” he calls himself a “product 
of the system, raised on government aid,” 
and then, on “Darkside/Gone,” airs his dis-
gust with people who complain about their 
circumstances. “It adds up to an album by 
turns confounding and enthralling.”

Iris DeMent has found 
a kindred spirit in a 
deceased Russian mod-
ernist poet, said James 
Reed in The Boston 
Globe. The Arkansas 
singer-songwriter 
began reading Anna 

Akhmatova to connect with the culture of 
her adopted Siberian daughter, and has now 
set 18 of Akhmatova’s poems to music. The 
poet’s depictions of hardship find “stark 
emotional resonance” as plaintive country 
songs, each sung by DeMent with unsettling 
grace. “It’s heady, heart-stopping stuff.” 
DeMent recorded the album in her living 
room, and it benefits from the minimalist 
arrangements built around her “homespun 
warble,” piano, and guitar. “A number of 
tunes share a similar tone and tempo,” 
said Greg Kot in the Chicago Tribune. But 
DeMent “adds just enough texture to make 
the album a moving listen”: The bluesy feel 
of “From an Airplane,” for example, pairs 
perfectly with the sense of possibility in the 
words. DeMent “never overemotes.” She 
trusts the poet’s words to be “clear, concise, 
and heartbreaking.”

Carly Rae Jepsen’s new 
record is “as solid and 
spotless a pop album 
as you’re likely to hear 
this year,” said Corban 
Goble in Pitchfork 
.com. The “Call Me 
Maybe” singer, now 

29, workshopped the 12-song set for years, 
creating an “unassailable” package of win-
ning hooks and slick production, much of 
it reminiscent of Madonna’s synth-heavy 
early dance-club hits. But Jepsen still 
hasn’t figured out how to be anyone other 
than the shy, boy-crazy brunette she was 
on her breakthrough 2011 single. “You can 
listen to Carly Rae Jepsen for days and 
still have no idea who she is.” The inno-
cence she projects “suits her featherlight 
voice, though,” said Leah Greenblatt in 
Entertainment Weekly. Tracks like “Warm 
Blood” and “All That” get “a welcome 
edge” from the indie producers Jepsen col-
laborated with, but she mostly remains a 
woman with girlish interests. On “Gimme 
Love,” a shimmering midtempo confection, 
“you can actually picture her waiting for 
her crush in the food court.”

Review of reviews: Stage & Music

Dr. Dre
Compton

Iris DeMent
The Trackless Woods

Carly Rae Jepsen
E-Mo-Tion

Brilliant Adventures
Steep Theatre, Chicago, (866) 811-4111 

In other openings...
Kurios
United Center, 
Chicago,  
(877) 924-7783

Cirque du Soleil’s 
35th outing 
“might very 
well be its most 
extraordinary,” 
said Hedy Weiss 
in the Chicago 
Sun-Times. The 
celebrated Montreal-based troupe 
produces “unadulterated magic” with 
this production rooted in the story of a 
19th-century eccentric and his cabinet 
of curiosities. Really, the plot is just 
an excuse for a “lushly baroque” set 
stuffed with Victorian wonders. It’s the 
human element that makes the show 
sparkle, said Tony Adler in the Chicago 
Reader. In recent Cirque extravaganzas, 
cast members “were simply buckled 
into their harnesses and plugged into 
whatever elaborate conceit the cre-
atives had conjured.” But Kurios lets the 
performers flaunt their “jaw-dropping 
talents.” Beefy acrobats toss their 
lighter colleagues into the air, and an 
aerialist builds a tower of chairs down-
ward from on high. Kurios “puts human 
beings back at the center of the circus, 
which is where they should be.”

McBride (center): The bully always wins?
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Review of reviews: Film  ARTS 25 

Greta Gerwig’s performance in 
this beguiling movie is “a comic 
diamond,” said Joe Morgenstern 
in The Wall Street Journal. The 
actress plays Brooke, a clueless 
New Yorker who tries a bit too 
hard to fill the role of mentor 
to a much younger newcomer, 
and she’s made the character 
“hilarious in her pretend sophis-
tication” and “so vulnerable 
that she can break your heart.” An equally great 
turn by Lola Kirke “quietly grounds the film,” 
said Amy Nicholson in LA Weekly. Unfortunately, 
director Noah Baumbach inserts a “clumsy” middle 

sequence that “stops the movie 
cold.” Instead of going deeper 
into Brooke and Tracy’s rela-
tionship, the script sends the 
pair to a Connecticut mansion 
for a farcical clash with several 
extraneous characters. That seg-
ment’s “actually quite funny,” 
for a while, said Sara Stewart 
in the New York Post. More 
importantly, Mistress America 

“never falters in its case study of a complicated 
female relationship.” Gerwig is the kind of “larger-
than-life whirlwind” most women have known. 
And if you haven’t, watch out: “You might be her.”

Gerwig and Kirke: A teaching moment

This comedy might sound 
unoriginal, but “it’s impos-
sible to resist its charms,” 
said David Lewis in the San 
Francisco Chronicle. Jemaine 
Clement stars as a guy who 
catches the mother of his twins 
cheating on him during the 
girls’ fifth- birthday party, and 
he “combines droll timing 
with tender vulnerability” so 
effectively that “he elevates a clichéd moment into 
something funny and real.” What’s more, “this is 
a pattern that repeats itself, scene after scene.” The 
former co-star of HBO’s Flight of the Conchords 
doesn’t do all the work, said Randy Cordova in 

the Phoenix Arizona Republic. 
Even the girls’ mom is pre-
sented as a fully rounded per-
son. Further, the dialogue 
be tween Clement’s sad-sack 
graphic artist and Regina Hall’s 
sharp-minded literature profes-
sor proves “especially snappy 
and fun.” At the same time, 
every scene plays out “in a nat-
ural, unforced fashion.” Indeed, 

“if you are searching for an antidote to the swarm 
of behemoths that dominate the summer movie cal-
endar, relief is at hand,” said Kenneth Turan in the 
Los Angeles Times. People Places Things “has its 
own charmingly low-key way of seeing the world.” 

An actor of quiet strengths

Mistress 
America

A freshman is introduced  
to New York by a  

know-it-all stepsister.

Directed by  
Noah Baumbach

(R)

People Places 
Things

A father of two tries to 
move on from a bad split.

Directed by  
James C. Strouse

(R)

The new Cold War–era spy 
thriller from director Guy 
Ritchie “plays like a lower-key, 
vintage edition of a Mission: 
Impossible movie,” said 
Richard Roeper in the Chicago 
Sun-Times. A solid entertain-
ment “with a great look,” it 
revels in the styles and fashions 
of the early 1960s while prov-
ing to be “more about the ride 
than the plot payoffs.” To me, only the film’s look 
and soundtrack succeed, said Jeff Baker in the 
Portland Oregonian. Co-stars Henry Cavill and 
Armie Hammer have “zero chemistry” as spies 
who are forced to work together even though they 

serve opposing superpow-
ers, and Alicia Vikander is 
wasted as a third wheel who’s 
also meant to be a resource-
ful damsel in distress. But 
Ritchie seems to think he can 
make a James Bond knockoff 
that’s also a spoof. “It doesn’t 
work.” In fact, the 1960s TV 
series this film is based on 
was far cooler, said Michael 

O’Sullivan in The Washington Post. For most of 
its running time, this supposed action flick plays  
as “a weirdly dull drawing-room comedy.” The 
idea that it might be followed by a sequel is 
“enough to make anyone cry uncle.” 

Cavill: All surface, no sparkle 

The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.

Rival spies team up to fight 
a global threat. 

Directed by Guy Ritchie
(PG-13)

New on DVD and Blu-ray
Lambert & Stamp 
(Sony, $31) 
This remarkable documentary “opens a 
window on a pivotal time in 1960s pop cul-
ture,” said The Philadelphia Inquirer. The 
story of two unlikely British friends who 
became even more unlikely co-managers of 
the Who, it’s “essential viewing” for anyone 
hoping to understand rock’s British Invasion.

Two Days, One Night 
(Criterion, $30) 
A factory worker who’s battling depression is 
given a weekend to convince her co- workers 
that they should forgo a bonus so she can 
keep her job. Marion Cotillard stars, said 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and she gets so 
persuasively inside the character’s skin that 
it’s no surprise she was Oscar-nominated. 

The People Under the Stairs 
(Shout! Factory, $30) 
Critics were slow in 1991 to realize that this 
Wes Craven horror movie and surprise hit 
was also a biting satire of the American 
suburban ideal, said AVClub.com. It’s 
part rags-to-riches caper, part zombie 
epic, and “there’s real bile roiling beneath 
every gag.”



POV: Point and Shoot 
Matthew VanDyke was a young American 
suburbanite seeking adventure when he headed 
to the Middle East in 2006 determined to film 
himself as a real-life action hero. He wound up 
inserting himself into the Libyan civil war, and 
this documentary about his experience offers 
a disturbing glimpse of what armed struggle 
looks like in the age of the selfie. Monday, 
Aug. 24, at 10 p.m., PBS; check local listings

Vixen 
DC Comics’ first black female superhero burst 
onto the print scene in the 1980s, fighting 
corruption with her unique ability to mimic 
the capabilities of any animal on the planet. 
This animated web series, set in the same fic-
tional universe as CW properties The Flash 
and Arrow, will tell Vixen’s origin story in six 
five-minute episodes. Available for streaming 
Tuesday, Aug. 25, CW Seed

Public Morals  
Is Edward Burns the Irish-American Scorsese? 
The actor-director has been successfully mining 
his New York Irish Catholic roots since 1995’s 
The Brothers McMullen, and he’s done so again 
with this series focused on the cozy relationship 
that the Irish mob enjoyed with the vice cops 
who patrolled Hell’s Kitchen in the 1960s. Don’t 
dismiss it as yet another middling TNT proce-
dural: It’s more Boardwalk Empire than Major 
Crimes. Tuesday, Aug. 25, at 10 p.m., TNT 

Katrina 10 Years Later: Through Hell in 
High Water 
A decade after Hurricane Katrina devastated 
New Orleans, tourism has rebounded and much 
of the city has been rebuilt. Yet poor neighbor-
hoods like the hard-hit Lower Ninth Ward 
re main broken, pocked with empty lots and the 
shells of flooded homes. In this one-hour spe-
cial, BET correspondent Jeff Johnson focuses on 
stories of resilience, sitting down with residents 
who have fought through grave losses to rebuild 
their lives. Wednesday, Aug. 26, at 8 p.m., BET 

Television26 ARTS
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Monday, Aug. 24 

Badlands 
Terrence Malick’s mesmer-
izing directorial debut was 
loosely based on the 1950s 
murder spree of two N e-
bras ka teenagers. Martin 
Sheen and Sissy Spacek 
co-star. (1973) 8 p.m., TCM 

Tuesday, Aug. 25 

Back to the Future 
How quickly does time fly? 
It’s been 30 years since the 
release of this classic com-
edy adventure, the same 
span that star Michael J. 
Fox crossed in the movie’s 
time-traveling DeLorean. 
(1985) 8 p.m., Sundance 

Wednesday, Aug. 26 

Wild Orchids 
Greta Garbo’s allure is on 
full display in this drama 
about a married woman 
fending off the advances of 
a violent Indonesian prince. 
(1929) 9:45 p.m., TCM

Thursday, Aug. 27 

Foxcatcher 
Mark Ruffalo, Steve Carell, 
and Channing Tatum all 
shine in this stunner based 
on the real-life murder of 
an Olympic champion by 
his billionaire patron. (2014) 
12 p.m., Starz

Friday, Aug. 28 

Suddenly  
Frank Sinatra plays an 
as sas sin bent on taking 
out an American president, 
in a gripping noir. (1954) 
5:10 p.m., GetTV 

Saturday, Aug. 29 

Kill the Messenger 
A newspaper reporter 
pays dearly for publish-
ing evidence that the CIA 
helped introduce crack to 
America’s cities. Jeremy 
Renner stars. (2014)  
8 p.m., HBO 

Sunday, Aug. 30 

Field of Dreams  
Kevin Costner keeps a 
straight face playing an 
Iowa farmer who builds a 
baseball diamond in his 
cornfield to seek com-
munion with the game’s 
ghosts. (1989) 8 p.m., 
Sundance 

Movies on TV

As singer Rick James once said, “Cocaine is 
a hell of a drug.” Consider what it did in the 
1980s, when a petty criminal named Pablo 
Escobar began turning Colombia into his own 
narcoterrorism-fueled fiefdom. Director Jose 
Padilha pulled style cues from crime films like 
Traffic when he created this series, a 10- episode 
dramatization of Escobar’s rise and fall told 
from both sides. Brazilian actor Wagner Moura 
is riveting as the brutal leader of the  Medellín 
cartel. Pedro Pascal and Boyd Holbrook play 
DEA agents working to bring him down. Avail-
able for streaming Friday, Aug. 28, Netflix 

Show of the week

Moura as Escobar: Somebody had to be king.

Narcos

Documentary Now! 
Saturday Night Live vets Bill Hader, Fred Armi-
sen, and Seth Meyers will send up a classic non-
fiction film or TV series every week on this new 
show hosted by Helen Mirren. Jack Black joins 
the team this week as they spoof the Emmy-
winning series Vice and its hipster approach to 
covering deadly conflicts in the developing world. 
Thursday, Aug. 27, at 10 p.m., IFC 

Other highlights
Tosh.0 
Everyone searches the internet to find things 
to make fun of, but few do it as well as Daniel 
Tosh, who’s beginning a new run as a com-
men tator on trash news. Tuesday, Aug. 25, at 
10 p.m., Comedy Central

Great Performances: Vienna Philharmonic 
Summer Night Concert 
A Strauss waltz always sounds better in Austria, 
but Sibelius, too? Zubin Mehta and the Vienna 
Philharmonic play a Scandinavian-heavy  program 
at Austria’s Schönbrunn Palace. Friday, Aug. 28, 
at 9 p.m., PBS; check local listings

2015 MTV Video Music Awards 
Tune in to see if Miley Cyrus can keep her 
tongue in check while hosting an awards show 
that ought to be all about honoring Taylor Swift’s 
“Bad Blood.” Sunday, Aug. 30, at 9 p.m., MTV

• All listings are Eastern Time.

Burns and his partner in Public Morals
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Many people get sick of summer 
squash by mid-August, but not me, 
said Steven Satterfield in Saveur. 
Squashes can be “chameleon-like” 
in their versatility, in part because 
they “soak up any flavors you add.” 
I often grill them, of course, and toss 
the charred slices with a minty vin-
aigrette. But “I also love the idea of 
using squash as a noodle substitute,” 
as I do in the Thai-inspired shrimp 
dish below, pairing the “green” flavor 
of julienned zucchini with ginger, 
chiles, and coconut milk. 

The spongelike texture of summer 
squashes also makes them ideal for cook-
ing confit-style—baked slowly in oil so the 
herbs you add infuse the squash with their 
flavors. The finished confit is great on 
toast, or deployed as a chunky sauce atop 
grilled fish.

Recipe of the week
Sautéed squash and shrimp with  
coconut milk and chiles 
3 tbsp coconut or vegetable oil
2 garlic cloves, minced
One 2-inch piece ginger, peeled and minced
1 cup coconut milk
1 cup vegetable or shrimp stock
1 tbsp cane syrup (optional)
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper

Squash two ways: Making the most of a warm-season staple
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8 jumbo shrimp, head and shell on
2½ lbs summer squash or zucchini, or a  
   combination, julienned
1 red Fresno chile, stemmed and thinly  
   sliced
Basil and cilantro leaves, for garnish
Lime wedges, for serving

In a small saucepan, heat 1 tbsp oil over 
medium heat. Add garlic and ginger and 
cook, stirring, until soft, 2 minutes. Stir 
in coconut milk, stock, and syrup, if 
using, and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to 
medium-low and simmer for 10 minutes. 
Season broth with salt and pepper and 
keep warm.

In a large skillet, heat remaining 
2 tbsp oil over high heat. Season 
shrimp with salt and pepper; add 
to the skillet and cook, flipping 
once, until just cooked through, 3 
minutes. Transfer shrimp to a plate. 
Add squash noodles to the skillet 
and cook, tossing frequently, until 
just tender, 3 to 4 minutes. Remove 
skillet from heat. Season squash with 
salt and pepper.

Divide broth, squash, and shrimp 
among 4 serving bowls. Garnish with 
chile, basil, cilantro, and lime wedges. 
Serves 4.

Herbed squash confit
Heat oven to 300. Using the large holes of 
a box grater, grate 2 lbs summer squash 
or zucchini, or a mix of both. Transfer to 
a large colander set in the sink. Toss with 
1 tsp salt and let drain 20 minutes. Squeeze 
squash with your hands to remove any 
liquid, then spread the squash in an even 
layer in a 9-by-13-inch baking dish. Tuck 
in 2 sprigs each fresh marjoram, oregano, 
and thyme. Pour in 2 cups olive oil, or 
enough to submerge squash. Bake for 
about 45 minutes, until squash is very ten-
der and lightly browned at the edges. Let 
cool; season with salt. Garnish with fresh 
marjoram. Makes 4 cups.

Thai-style shrimp with zucchini and summer squash

There’s no shame in being a city whose best-
known culinary specialties are Graeter’s ice 
cream and the signature dish at Skyline Chili, 
said Katie Chang in FoodRepublic.com. “But 
there’s more to Cincinnati’s dining scene than just 
these simple pleasures. Lots more, actually.” 
Orchids This award-winning restaurant in the 
historic Hilton Netherland Plaza Hotel continues 
to defy the casual-dining trend. “From the jaw-
dropping art deco dining room to the spotless 
service, everything here makes you want to sit 
up a little straighter.” Be as mindful of details as 
chef Todd Kelly and you may even notice that your ash-ripened goat cheese is sourced 
from the restaurant’s on-site cheese caves. 35 W. 5th St., (513) 421-9100
Salazar This cozy 30-seat Over-the-Rhine establishment is “the kind of restaurant 
every neighborhood deserves.” Chef and owner Jose Salazar, an alum of New York’s 
Per Se, takes a fuss-free approach to cooking that belies his skill, especially with fish. 
“No matter the cut, he never fails to produce irresistibly crispy skin and perfectly flaky 
flesh.” 1401 Republic St., (513) 621-7000
Boca adds a touch of flash to the local dining culture. Under a soaring ceiling and mas-
sive old chandelier, customers slide into leather banquettes to peruse a French-inspired 
menu “full of sophisticated surprises” like pommes soufflés. Casual kitchens are mul-
tiplying, but Boca “pulls off what many of its diminutive counterparts don’t: polished 
food, service, and ambience, night after night.”114 E. 6th St., (513) 542-2022

Cincinnati: Beyond Skyline’s chili-topped spaghetti

Dining under Boca’s chandelier

Greece is down, but its white wines are 
“better than ever,” said Elin McCoy in 
Bloomberg.com. The wine industry in 
the land of Dionysus, home to hundreds 
of grapes, only began recovering in the 
1980s from the Ottomans’ centuries-
long alcohol ban, and a young van-
guard is now attaining new heights.
2014 Domaine Gerovassiliou Single 
Vineyard Malagousia ($25). Lore 
has it that this winery’s founder 
saved the malagousia grape after 
finding the last surviving vine. This 
2014 offers “the zesty scent of 
citrus and sun-ripened peaches.” 
2014 Domaine Sigalas Assyrtiko 
($25). A salty tang lends “a taste 
of the sea” to this refreshing 
wine from Santorini.
2014 Gentilini Robola ($18).  
Made from a trendy heirloom 
grape, this “vibrant,” light-bodied 
white offers “flowery aromas 
and a hint of minerality.”

Wine: Greek whites
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In the jade waters off the Florida 
Keys lie tiny islands “so wild and 
free that they can’t be saddled with 
a name,” said Mya Guarnieri in 
RoadsAndKingdoms.com. Some might 
lack an official name because govern-
ment cartographers missed these specks 
of land while surveying the Keys in 
the 1930s, and others because they 
are temporary—piles of sand that are 
created and quickly destroyed by the 
tides. I recently headed to the Keys 
with the aim of exploring these islands, 
determined to find a piece of America 
that hadn’t yet been named and tamed.

Most of the nameless isles that I see on nau-
tical maps are 4 or 5 miles out to sea—too 
far for me to reach by kayak. So I enlist the 
help of A.J. Hally, who runs Into the Blue, 
a fishing-charter company. Our first stop is 
a spot locals refer to as Picnic Island, and 
when we arrive I’m surprised to see half a 
dozen boats floating offshore. Three sides 

This week’s dream: Exploring Florida’s unnamed islands
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One of the “cherished 
architectural treasures” of 
Baltimore’s Mount Vernon 
neighborhood is now wel-
coming guests, said John 
Oseid in Forbes .com. Built 
in 1889, the mansion that 
houses this new boutique 
hotel underwent a four-year 
renovation in which no detail 
was neglected. A craftsman 
cleaned every inch of dark 
wood by hand; the armoires 
in the 18 bedrooms were 
painted by local artists. The 
hotel is walking distance 
from museums and theaters. 
But relax in the sumptuous 
library with a glass of wine, 
“and you may just find your-
self never venturing out.”
theivybaltimore.com; doubles 
start at $475

Hotel of the week

Amsterdam’s red-light district, De Wallen, is no 
longer synonymous with seediness, said Dina 
Nayeri in Travel + Leisure. A decade ago, the 
neighborhood was a grim place: At night, its 
streets filled up with rowdy British bachelor par-
ties, lured by legalized drugs and prostitution. So 
in 2007, the government decided to take action. 
The city bought up brothel buildings, made it 
harder for visitors to buy psychedelic drugs, and 
cleared out cheap souvenir stores and sex shops. 
The newly vacant spaces were leased to entre-
preneurs and cultural tastemakers. Amsterdam 
remains one of the world’s most permissive cit-
ies, so stroll through De Wallen today and you’ll 
still see prostitutes gyrating behind windows. But 
you’ll also find upscale restaurants like Anna, 
boutique hotels such as Hotel the Exchange, and 
bespoke clothiers and vintage stores. “One hopes 
that, amid such change, Amsterdam doesn’t lose 
its open spirit and gritty allure.”

Getting the flavor of...

A Gilded Age mansion reborn

Last-minute travel deals
Adventure in Ecuador 
Spend a week exploring the 
Amazon and the Andes for 
$599 a person, saving $775 
compared with similar pack-
ages. The trip includes lodg-
ing, meals, and a guided tour 
of waterfalls, thermal baths, 
and more. Book by Aug. 26.  
gate1travel.com

A discount on Omni rooms 
Save 10 percent on one-night 
stays, 15 percent on two nights, 
and 20 percent on three nights 
or longer at an Omni hotel or 
resort. A three-night stay at 
Omni San Francisco, for exam-
ple, starts at $972, down from 
$1,215. Valid through Sept. 7.  
omnihotels.com

France by river 
Avalon Waterways is cutting 
the price of its 2016 French 
river cruises by 15 percent. 
Its eight-day cruise down the 
Seine from Paris to Nor man-
dy’s beaches, for example, 
now costs $2,450. Book by 
Sept. 15. 
avalonwaterways.com

of the island are flanked with mangroves, 
making its golden sand beach “seem like a 
stage.” Picnic has the look I’ve been search-
ing for, but it’s buzzing with families and 
too busy to feel like a real unnamed island. 
We motor on to a place Hally calls Rocky 
Island, which is only an island at high tide, 
when the water separates it from Big Pine 

Key. I wade ashore and past man-
groves to find a beach that’s “a hill of 
pure white sand, like a sugar mound.” 
It’s beautiful. “But is it an island if it’s 
attached during low tide?”

Another morning, fishing guide 
Brandon Cyr takes me out to what 
locals call Destroyer Key—two rocky 
islets that were formed, legend has 
it, when the U.S. Navy dug out a 
destroyer that ran aground here in 
the 1960s. One island is flat and 
covered with mangroves; the other is 
“a wild outcropping of stone studded 
with sea grass, pine trees, and dead, 

gray branches.” This is the island I’ve been 
looking for. I hike barefoot up the rocks 
and “watch the sun dance on the ocean.” 
Suddenly, I realize that “I never wanted 
sand. I wanted solitude.” 
The author was aided in her quest by Into 
the Blue, (305) 923-6085, and Reel Shallow 
Charters, (305) 797-5076. 

A less sordid Amsterdam
“Russia’s capital city has worn many outfits 
since the fall of the Soviet Union,” said Sabrina 
Tavernise in The New York Times. There was the 
threadbare, hopeful garb of the early years; then 
the “leopard-print fur” era, when newly rich oli-
garchs roared around Moscow in Mercedes and 
everyone else struggled as the economy collapsed. 
More recently, “over the top has given way to 
casual elegance.” There is a bike-share program, 
Wi-Fi on the subway, and tango in Gorky Park. 
But while Moscow looks like a trendy European 
capital, it is moving in the other direction politi-
cally. President Vladimir Putin has forced Western 
NGOs to shut their Russian offices, and the 
media pumps out warnings about American 
aggression. “The disconnect is dizzying.” Is the 
real Russia the one besieged by the U.S. or the one 
where Brooklynesque hipsters cruise around on 
skateboards? “And when—if ever—will those two 
worlds collide?” 

A puzzling, revitalized Moscow

Baltimore 

The Ivy

A mangrove takes root off Big Pine Key.



The best of...household vacuums

Consumer

Autoweek 
Whether or not you’ve ever loved an Ac-
cord, “you’ve got to respect it.” It’s “a car 
designed to cheerfully trudge through life’s 
inanities without complaint,” and it’s done 
that year in and year out. The 2016 benefi ts 
from a midcycle refresh, receiving a fi ercer 
front fascia, upgraded technology, and engi-
neering tweaks that improve ride and han-
dling. The coupe edition “remains the best-
looking car in its class.” At heart, though, 
this midsize stalwart is an  appliance—“a 
really, really good appliance.”

Car and Driver 
Let’s not underrate the Sport edition. The 

driving pleasure delivered feels “even more 
visceral” than ever, and the “sublime” six-
speed manual transmission is still paired 
to a “near-perfect clutch.” Most buyers, of 
course, will opt instead for models with the 
automatic—a much-improved continuously 
variable transmission. For that demograph-
ic, the big change might be that the display 
screen in the dash now runs Apple and 
Android software.

Automobile
The Accord remains “the benchmark among 
American-style sedans.” But is profound 
competence enough to keep rivals at bay? 
Choosing a Honda is “all about feeling 

smart,” yet “there’s nothing about the way 
the Accord looks or behaves” that rein-
forces the thought. Instead of “giving you 
a smile,” this “deeply capable” machine is 
“always trying to show you its SAT scores.”
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Tip of the week...
Alternate uses for coffee grounds

Best apps...
For hailing a private car overseas

And for those who have 
everything...
If the New York Post 
and London Daily 
Mirror are to be 
believed, Beyoncé 
recently dropped 
six fi gures on a pair 
of Princess Constel-
lation Stilettos from the House of Borgezie. 
The shoes, available in 18-karat gold or 
platinum, are adorned with 1,290 diamonds, 
several jeweled butterfl ies, and replaceable 
red tips. Perhaps “now is the time” if you’ve 
always wanted to twin with Queen Bey, al-
though the singer’s representatives deny that 
her talks with Borgezie designer Chris Shellis 
led to a purchase. Is Beyoncé the second-
ever buyer of these over-the-top heels? Let’s 
just say that when her next music video 
debuts, “our eyes will be on her feet.”
$312,000, borgezie.com

Source: JustLuxe.com

For absorbing odors. Dry coffee grounds 
can be an effective odor eater. To absorb foul 
smells in a freezer, put some in a plastic con-
tainer and poke holes in the lid. Another trick: 
Make a sachet for musty closets or smelly 
shoes by pouring grounds in a stocking or 
sock and knotting the top. 

For cleaning ‘garlic hands.’ Used grounds 
can be useful near the kitchen sink because 
when you rub them on your hands they 
remove garlic, onion, or fish odor. “Bonus: 
The texture will act like an exfoliator, so your 
hands will get super soft, too.” 

For dirty pots and pans. When trying to 
remove gunky buildup, throw in a handful of 
grounds before you scrub. 

For sweeping up ashes. When you’re 
cleaning a fireplace, sprinkle damp used 
grounds onto the ashes to keep from kicking 
up a dust storm.
Source: GoodHousekeeping.com

Uber, the ride-hailing industry leader, 
has been expanding into foreign markets 
“at a remarkably fast clip.” In 300 cities 
worldwide, the app allows registered users 
to skip traditional taxi services and instead 
hail a privately owned car whose driver has 
registered with Uber. Do advance research, 
though, because in some cities the service 
attracts protests.

BlaBlaCar is popular in Europe, where 
travelers use it to find rides from city to city. 
One you’re signed up, type in where you 
want to go and you’ll see a list of drivers 
making the trip, with ratings that even tell 
you how chatty the driver is.

Hailo is a taxi-hailing app that helps us-
ers bring a licensed cab to their location. It 
operates in major cities in several countries 
and lets customers pay for each ride in cash 
or through the app.
 Source: The New York Times 

The 2016 Honda Accord: What the critics say

The 2016 Accord LX, from $22,105
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Bruno Smartcan
This smart wastebin 
doesn’t just remind you 
that it’s trash day: When 
it detects the sweeping 
of a broom near its bot-
tom front inlet, it kicks 
into vacuum mode, 
quickly sucking up a 
day’s worth of crumbs.
$159 for pre-order, bruno 

smartcan.com

Source: Men’s Journal

Neato Botvac 85
Neato’s top performer 
now edges out the 
Roomba as the best 
robot vac. It’s easier to 
use, does its work more 
quickly, and a longer 
brush makes it “espe-
cially” good at picking 
up pet hair. 
$599, amazon.com

Source: CNET.com 

Hoover Air Cordless 
2-in-1
For folks in small apart-
ments, this cordless 
is the “handiest, most 
practical” vac around. Its 
20-volt battery delivers 
15 minutes of run time, 
and the price is half what 
you’d pay for a cordless 
with more power. 
$150, hoover.com

Source: TheSweethome.com

Miele Complete C3 
HomeCare+
This is “the Mercedes 
S-Class of the vacuum 
world: powerful, tech-
nologically advanced, 
and expensive.” Its 
sealed-system design 
keeps particulates from 
exiting the exhaust, 
which is great for allergy 
 sufferers. 
$1,499, mieleusa.com

Source: Wall Street Journal

Electrolux Ergorapido 
Power
This ultralight vac offers 
“amazing maneuverabil-
ity,” and there’s a detach-
able handheld vacuum 
built in. A special feature 
helps you remove hair 
from the brush just by 
pressing a lever.
$120, bestbuy.com

Source: CNET.com
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This week: European getaways
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1  Mykonos, Greece 
 Set on just under half an 
acre, this three- bedroom 
house overlooks Lia 
Bay on the east coast of 
the island. The home 
has three fireplaces, a 
living room looking out 
at the Aegean Sea, and 
a dining room with a 
terrace leading to an 
outdoor dining area. The 
exterior features multiple 
outdoor entertaining 
areas and an infinity 
pool with a pool house. 
$3,308,000. Abercrom-
bie & Kent International 
Estates, (011-44) 20-
3667-701

2  Attersee, Austria  Prince 
 Orléans-Braganza established 
Villa Orléans in 1920. Today, the 
residence is divided into apartments 
and run as a guesthouse but can 

easily be transformed 
into a single-family es-
tate. Lying in the Salz-
burg lake district, the 
house has mountain 
and lake views, boat 
facilities, and a dock. 
Price upon request. 
Dr. Berndt Kretschmet, 
Stiller & Hohla/ 
Christie’s International 
Real Estate, (011-43) 
662-658-5110

3  Dorchester, England 
Poxwell Manor was the 
inspiration for Oxwell Hall 
in Thomas Hardy’s The 
Trumpet-Major. Built in 
the 17th century, the nine- 
bedroom estate features a 
great hall, two kitchens, 
wood paneling, and the 
original fireplaces. The 
10-acre property includes 
a three-bedroom cottage, 
historic barns, a pool, and 
a walled garden with a 
gatehouse. $5,087,000. Peter 
Lane, Savills/Wimborne, 
(011-44) 1202-856-800
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5  Dalkey, Ireland  Tudor 
House was built in 1845 and 
looks out on this seaside resort 
town. The six-bedroom home 
includes a formal entrance 
hall, a wine cellar, a master 
bedroom with an ornate ceil-
ing and an en-suite bath with a 
cast-iron tub, and a family room with granite walls and a potbelly 
stove. The 0.65-acre property has formal gardens designed by 
Diarmuid Gavin. $3,861,000. Rosie Mulvany, Sherry FitzGerald/
Christie’s International Real Estate, (011-353) 1275-1000

6  Elba, Italy  This cliff-side, five-bedroom villa sits on the island of 
Elba off the coast of Tuscany. The interior features ornate tiles, arched 
doorways, and a master bedroom with a fireplace and a private ter-
race. The property includes a separate guesthouse and a double stair-
way that leads down to the waterfront and dock. $2,537,000. Laura 
Torrielli, Sotheby’s International Realty,  (011-39) 28-707-8300

4  Mougins, France  This 
six-bedroom house was re-
cently renovated and deco-
rated by architect Robert 
Dallas. Built in 1930, the 
home includes a wine cel-
lar, a reception room, and 
a master bedroom with a 
dressing room. The prop-
erty, overlooking the Côte 
d’Azur, features a care-
taker’s house, olive trees, 
a rose garden, a saltwater 
swimming pool, and a pool 
house with a barbecue and 
a pizza oven. Price upon re-
quest. John Taylor/Cannes, 
(011-33) 845-597-9057

7  Durisdeer, Scotland  This four-bedroom house is set 
at the base of Dalveen Pass in the Southern Uplands. The 
stone cottage with a modern interior includes a sitting 
room, a boot room, and a game room. The surrounding 
area has access to fishing on the River Nith and a nearby 
golf course. $525,000. Kay Paton, Savills/Smiths Gore, 
(011-44) 387-274-380

Steal of the week

1

5

3

2

7

4 6



The pet-food aisle has 
gone gourmet, said 
Chris Taylor in Reuters 
.com. In place of kibble, 
you’ll now find delica-
cies that wouldn’t seem 
out of place “on a multi-
course tasting menu 
in Paris.” Tiki Dog’s 
Hapuna Luau recipe, 
for example, features 
wild-caught ahi tuna 
with sweet potato, crab, 
garlic, and kale, and 
costs $43 for 12 cans—
nearly three times the 
price of a case of Purina 
ProPlan. The Weruva 
brand, meanwhile, 
offers Steak Frites for 
cats ($40 for 24 cans). 
Devoted pet owners 
“are lapping it up.” This 
year, premium dog and 
cat foods are expected 
to make up 51 percent 
of the nearly $30 billion 
U.S. pet-food market, 
more than medium- 
and bargain-priced 
brands combined. 
It’s all part of a trend 
“called pet humaniza-
tion,” said Euromonitor 
senior analyst Jared 
Koerten. “People don’t 
want to give their pets 
anything they wouldn’t 
eat themselves.”

Our furry friends’ 
expensive tastes

BUSINESS

Royal Dutch Shell has been 
given a final green light 
to start drilling for oil in 
the Arctic Ocean, said Ed 
Crooks in the Financial 
Times. The Obama admin-
istration this week granted 
the company a permit to 
drill to oil-bearing depths 
below the Chukchi Sea after 
Shell brought in equipment 
capable of sealing a possible 
oil-well blowout. The Anglo-Dutch firm has 
spent $7 billion over 10 years on its plans to 
drill in the Arctic. With an estimated 4.3 billion 
barrels of recoverable oil in the area, Shell says, 
“the time and expense are justified by the size of 
the prize if its exploration is successful.”

“This is an environmental-
ist’s nightmare,” said Karl 
Mathiesen in The Guardian 
(U.K.). There’s no guarantee 
that Shell will strike it rich, but 
if the company does find a big 
oil field, it could trigger “an 
unstoppable, market-driven 
race to the north.” If the find is 
smaller, the math becomes more 
complex. The freezing, treach-
erous, and environmentally 

fragile Arctic Ocean is an expensive and risky 
place to work, and with oil prices recently hitting 
a five-year low, many firms have been hesitant 
about new drilling. But for Shell, a company 
worth $195.4 bil lion, “as long as they avoid a 
catastrophic spill, it’s a no-lose situation.”

Energy: Shell gets go-ahead on Arctic drilling

Media: Sesame Street lands on HBO
Sesame Street is joining Game of Thrones and some other “decidedly 
not-kid-friendly shows” on HBO, said Ryan Faughnder and Stephen 
Battaglio in the Los Angeles Times. New episodes of the children’s 
program will premiere on the network this fall, then air on PBS nine 
months later. The deal with tech-savvy HBO is expected to help the 
nonprofit Sesame Workshop, which has been squeezed by declin-
ing DVD sales, adapt to the streaming-video market. HBO is eager 
to catch up with streaming rivals like Netflix and Hulu, which have 
already invested heavily in kids’ programming. 

Fashion: American Apparel on brink of bankruptcy
American Apparel is running out of cash, said Jackie Wattles in CNN 
.com. After reporting a $19.4 million net loss last quarter, the strug-
gling Los Angeles–based clothing retailer says its has “substantial 
doubt” about its ability to stay in business. The company will seek to 
restructure its debt and cut some $30 million over the next 18 months 
as it attempts to repair its operation. The news follows a round of 
layoffs and store closures; American Apparel stock has tumbled more 
than 85 percent over the past year. 

M&A: QVC buys mom-friendly Zulily
Home-shopping giant QVC will buy once-hot startup Zulily for $2.4 bil-
lion, said Ángel González in The Seattle Times. The deal values the 
Seattle-based e-commerce company, which offers daily deals on family-
friendly products, at less than a third of its peak market value after it 
went public last year. Zulily stock initially surged as investors “flocked 
to promising internet retailers,” then dropped because of disappoint-
ing revenues. QVC hopes the acquisition will help it expand beyond its 
Baby Boomer demographic to reach “Millennial moms.”

Retail: Walmart profits slip
Workers’ salary raises are eating into Walmart’s bottom line, said Phil 
Wahba in Fortune.com. The retail giant’s year-over-year profit fell to 
$3.48 billion from $4.09 billion for the second quarter. Walmart raised 
its minimum-starting wage to $9 per hour in April, boosting pay for 
more than 500,000 workers. The raises came along with increased 
investments in e-commerce as Walmart looks to compete with 
Amazon, both online and by drawing more customers into its stores 
with better service. 
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A Shell rig heads north.

The concert industry is 
on pace for a record year, 
earning $1.43 billion through 
the first half of 2015. Boomer 
favorites are powering sales, 
with the Rolling Stones on 
top, making $80.7 million 
from gigs.  
Marketplace.org

U.S. workers need a vaca-
tion. More than 135 million 
Americans, or about 56 per-
cent of American adults, 
haven’t taken a week off 
work to travel in the past 12 
months, according to a sur-
vey by insurance company 
Allianz Global Assistance. 
Los Angeles Times

“Electronic sports” 
tournaments, where video 
game players compete on 
enormous screens in packed 
arenas, have become a big 
business. Up to 135 million 
people around the world 
regularly watch competitive 
video gaming online, and 
the e-sports sector is ex-
pected to generate $621 mil-
lion in revenue this year.  
Financial Times

Hawaiian Airlines is Amer i-
ca’s most punctual airline, with 

a 90.5 per-
cent on-time 

arrival rate, 
according 

to the U.S. 
Department of 

Transportation. 
Budget carrier 

Spirit Air-
lines is the 

worst perform-
er, with only half 

of its flights arriving within 
15 minutes of schedule. 
Fortune.com

New-home construction 
in the U.S. has climbed 
to its highest level since 
before the Great Recession, 
boosted by rising employ-
ment and historically low 
mortgage rates. Housing 
starts rose 0.2 percent in 
July from a month earlier 
to a seasonally adjusted an-
nual rate of 1.21 million—the 
highest since October 2007. 
Bloomberg.com

The bottom line



Making money

“How much do you currently make?” is 
a taboo question in most social situations, 
said Tracey Samuelson in MarketPlace 
.org. Now the federal government wants 
to make it “a bit more taboo in the hir-
ing process, too.” The Office of Personnel 
Management, the government’s HR de-
partment, recently issued a memo advis-
ing federal agencies not to rely heavily on 
salary history when setting pay for new 
hires, arguing that it helps perpetuate the 
pay gap between men and women. Using 
past salaries, goes the thinking, can hurt women who took time 
off to have children or who didn’t negotiate over pay as hard as 
their male colleagues. By placing less emphasis on this indicator, 
employers can help make sure “past discrimination doesn’t carry 
into the new job.”

If a potential employer asks you the “dreaded” salary history 
question, the best strategy is to politely decline, said Bourree 
Lam in TheAtlantic.com. “Answering can backfire”; the re-
cruiter will likely fixate on the number once it has been spoken, 
with little room for adjustment, in a phenomenon known as 
anchoring. “It’s horribly intrusive for anyone to ask you about 
your salary history,” said Liz Ryan in Forbes.com. Do you think 
the company hiring you is going to tell you what it paid the last 
person in the job? If pressed, stick to your guns. “Any recruiter 

worth his or her salt” should be able to 
evaluate your worth independent of what 
you were paid elsewhere. “All they need to 
know is your salary requirement.” 

Not disclosing your salary is a viable tactic, 
but some recruiters see it as a red flag, said 
Nicholas Pell in TheStreet.com. If you’re 
not making enough at your current job, 
you might just say so, and be honest about 
what you’re asking for and “why you’re 
worth it.” Turn the conversation to your 

achievements and skills, so that you can better explain “why 
you’re the best candidate for the job at the price you’re asking.” 
If you “blurted out a number” that was too low, don’t panic, 
said Victoria Crispo in Fast Company. There’s still time to nego-
tiate for perks like more vacation days, flextime, or training. 

But whatever you do, negotiate for something, said Eric Ravens-
craft in Lifehacker.com. Some 18 percent of people don’t negoti-
ate at all when they are hired, according to a Salary.com survey, 
and 44 percent don’t bring up raises during annual reviews. That 
hesitancy can be “very costly in the long run.” A recent study 
showed that new hires who negotiated their starting salaries 
gained about $5,000 on average, adding up to an extra $600,000 
over the course of their careers. Regardless of how awkward it 
can be to ask for more, “it’s almost always worth trying.” 

Work: Should you share your salary history?
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Confessing your past salary can backfire.

Buying auto insurance for teens
Putting a teenager on the family’s auto insur-
ance policy is pricey, but it’s less expensive 
than buying a separate policy, said Ann  Carrns 
in The New York Times. Eighteen-year-old 
drivers add an average of 77 percent to their 
parents’ auto insurance premiums, according 
to a recent study by InsuranceQuotes .com. 
“While that’s a big increase,” 18-year-old driv-
ers will pay an average of 18 percent more 
if they buy an individual policy, rather than 
staying on their parents’ plan. In some states, 
the cost of individual coverage can be even 
steeper. In Rhode Island, 18-year-olds pay an 
average 53 percent more for a separate policy. 
“The good news is that a teenager’s premiums 
should decrease gradually each year if he or 
she keeps a clean driving record.” By the time 
the driver is 19, that individual policy will cost 
only 9 percent more than family coverage.

Child-care costs on the rise
The surging price of child care is eating into 
parents’ budgets, said Michelle Jamrisko in 
Bloomberg.com. Married couples who put an 
infant in a day-care center last year spent 7 to 
15 percent of their income on full-time care, 
according to Arlington, Va.–based Child Care 
Aware of America. Weekly nursery and pre-

school expenses for children 5 and younger 
rose almost 50 percent between 1990 and 
2011, after adjusting for inflation, accord-
ing to government data. The soaring costs 
may even be keeping some parents out of the 
workforce. Some 29 percent of mothers with 
children under 18 didn’t work outside the 
home in 2012, up from 23 percent in 1999. 
Child care is “taking up more and more of 
a family’s paycheck,” said Anna Carter of 
Child Care Services Association. 

Obamacare penalty to increase 
The penalty for not having health insur-
ance is going up, said Kimberly Lankford 
in  Kiplinger.com. If you didn’t have insur-
ance this year, the cost come tax time will 
be $325 per adult and $162.50 per child 
under 18 (with a total family maximum of 
$975), or 2 percent of your annual house-
hold income, whichever is higher. In 2016, 
the penalty jumps again, to $695 per adult 
and $347.50 per child, or 2.5 percent of an-
nual household income, whichever is higher. 
Experts say next year may be the “tipping 
point” at which your money is better spent 
on a policy than on a penalty. Open enroll-
ment for individual health insurance runs 
from Nov. 1 to Jan. 31 for 2016 coverage.

What the experts say
The ALS 
Association 
(alsa.org) 
is the only 

national 

nonprofit 

focused 

entirely on fighting amyotrophic lateral 

sclerosis (ALS)—the progressive neuro-

degenerative disease that affects nerve 

cells in the brain and spinal cord—on 

every front. Over the past three decades, 

the organization has contributed nearly 

$100 million to research and clinical 

management projects aimed at finding 

treatments and a cure. It is a leading 

advocate of increased public funding 

for ALS research, and lobbies state 

and federal lawmakers on ALS-related 

public policies, and helped eliminate a 

24-month Medicare waiting period that 

ALS patients previously had to endure. 

The organization also helps patients and 

families cope with the challenges of liv-

ing with ALS by providing information, 

support networks, and referrals. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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“How serious are we, really, about tackling income 
equality?” asked Joanne Lipman. The Securities 
and Exchange Commission recently approved a 
rule requiring companies to reveal what their CEOs 
earn compared with the earnings of average em-
ployees. But “calling out top executives for making 
too much money will at most embarrass a few 
suits”; calling them out for underpaying women 
would help millions. For decades, the gender pay 
gap “has defied every effort to close it”—and not 
because women tend to work in low-paying indus-
tries. Even controlling for hours, education, race, 
and age, female doctors and surgeons earn 71 per-

cent of what their male colleagues make, while fe-
male financial specialists make 66 per cent. “There 
is an antidote to the problem.” Britain wants to 
force companies with 250 employees or more to 
publicly report their own gender pay gap. Such 
openness can speed equality. When consultancy 
PricewaterhouseCoopers voluntarily released data 
on its gender pay gap in the U.K., the company 
found a 15.1 percent pay disparity, mostly owing 
to a lack of women in senior jobs. So the company 
quickly began promoting more women. In the fight 
against inequality, transparency and shame could 
be our greatest weapons. 

Democrats and Republicans have finally found 
something they can agree on: “big, bad, currency-
manipulating China,” said Catherine Rampell. 
When Beijing allowed the yuan to fall 3 percent 
against the dollar last week, politicians on both 
sides of the aisle screeched that China was trying 
to make its exports cheaper and hurt U.S. workers. 
In fact, “China has just done pretty much what 
we’ve been asking it to do for decades.” After 
years of strict government control, Beijing is giving 
the market a bigger role in setting exchange rates. 
From now on, each day’s market closing price will 
help determine the following day’s opening price 

for the yuan, with some wiggle room for the gov-
ernment to intervene “if it gets nervous about big 
swings.” What happened when China loosened the 
reins? The yuan “fell sharply” against the dollar. 
Yes, this makes Chinese exports cheaper, “but it’s 
also what the market wants.” Every other major 
U.S. trading partner’s currency, with the exception 
of China’s, has fallen against the dollar over the 
past five years. In this context, it makes sense that 
the yuan would fall. Many Chinese policies, such 
as its tolerance of intellectual property theft, are 
“unambiguously bad for American companies and 
workers.” This isn’t one of them. 

Amazon “is conducting a little-known 
experiment in how far it can push white-
collar workers,” said Jodi Kantor and 
David Streitfeld in The New York Times. 
Interviews with more than 100 current and 
former Amazonians—as employees refer to 
themselves—reveal a punishing workplace 
culture at the retailer’s Seattle headquarters. 
Underperformers are nixed in annual cull-
ings described as “purposeful Darwinism.” 
Employees are instructed to “rip into col-
leagues’ ideas,” both in person and behind 
their backs, by anonymously complaining 
to co-workers’ bosses. Eighty-hour workweeks are the norm, and 
no excuses are tolerated for poor performance. A woman who 
had thyroid cancer was given a low performance rating on her 
return and told by a manager that while she was out, “her peers 
were accomplishing a great deal.” Breakdowns are common. 
“Nearly every person I worked with,” said a former Amazonian, 
“I saw cry at their desk.” Attrition is high—the median employee 
tenure is only one year, “among the briefest in the Fortune 500.”

This Hunger Games–like workplace is a product of our modern 
“cult of efficiency,” said Jedediah Purdy in HuffingtonPost.com. 
Amazon believes that an engineer who occasionally goes home at 
6 p.m. to put the kids to bed, or takes time off to recover from 
a serious illness, might also leave “that buggy interface in place 
an extra week.” The smooth running of the Amazon machine 
must come before the needs of its human employees. I love the 
convenience of buying stuff on my laptop, but it might be time 
to boycott Amazon, said Stuart Heritage in The Guardian (U.K.) 

“A company that doesn’t respect its own 
workers doesn’t deserve my money.”

For some employees, Amazon “is prob-
ably a cruel place,” said Mathew Ingram 
in Fortune.com. But many Amazonians 
I’ve talked to relish this challenging en-
vironment because it pushes them to do 
great work for a company they believe 
“is doing something worthwhile, perhaps 
even revolutionary.” That’s why Amazon 
CEO Jeff Bezos said in a company-wide 
memo that he didn’t recognize the “soul-

less, dystopian workplace” described in the Times’ story. And 
Amazon is hardly the first tech giant to drive its employees hard. 
Apple co-founder Steve Jobs routinely berated employees over 
poor work. But Amazon is singled out for criticism because it is 
“just a retailer, not a company like Apple that is making magical 
products to improve people’s lives or fill them with joy.”
 
Everyone is missing the point about Amazon’s “culture of relent-
lessness,” said Matthew Yglesias in Vox.com. Amazon can’t af-
ford to be kind to workers, because its focus on achieving growth 
through low pricing means it makes almost no profit. Wall Street 
doesn’t mind less profit now in return for more later—once Ama-
zon totally dominates the retail sector—but it will not tolerate 
“less profit now in pursuit of being a nice boss.” If you want to 
feel sorry for someone, pity the blue-collar workers toiling in Am-
azon’s warehouses. “The working conditions are bad. The pay 
is bad. The prestige is low.” Amazon’s high-paid managers will 
probably be fine, and don’t forget, they can always walk away. 

Issue of the week: Amazon’s crushing work culture
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Using shame 
to close the 
gender pay gap
Joanne Lipman
The New York Times

No, China 
hasn’t declared
a currency war
Catherine Rampell
The Washington Post

Zero tolerance for poor performance



Ann McGovern got her big break as 
a children’s author after overhearing 
a conversation in the ladies’ room. 
Working as a low-level employee at 

the publisher of the Little Golden Book children’s 
series, she heard an editor pining for a Roy Rogers 
story. McGovern, who knew little about the singing 
cowboy, bought a Roy Rogers comic and stayed up 
all night writing a manuscript. An editor declared 
her efforts “not too terrible,” and Roy Rogers 
and the Mountain Lion was published in 1955—
launching the career of one of the country’s most 
popular children’s book authors.

Born in Manhattan, McGovern endured a tough 
childhood, said The Washington Post. Her father died when she 
was 5; her mother, she recalled, “never smiled and hardly talked 
to us.” McGovern developed a stutter, and read fairy tales and 
adventure stories “to ease her loneliness.” She started writing 
her own stories in high school, but struggled academically; at the 
University of New Mexico, “her best grade was in horseback rid-
ing.” McGovern dropped out to marry her English professor and 

returned to New York with their son when the 
marriage broke down three years later. After 
her first Little Golden Book was published, 
McGovern wrote several more titles for the 
series before going freelance, said The New York 
Times. She authored dozens of children’s stories— 
including 1968’s best-selling Stone Soup, a folk 
story about an elderly woman tricked into shar-
ing food with a hungry stranger—and nonfiction 
books profiling groundbreaking women such as 
Deborah Sampson, “who disguised herself as a 
man to fight with the Continental Army.”

McGovern’s “personal life was also a source 
of inspiration,” said the Los Angeles Times. 

She wrote Shark Lady (1978) about her friend Eugenie Clark, a 
renowned underwater scientist; Mr. Skinner’s Skinny House (1980) 
was a product of her time living in an 8-foot-wide New York town-
house. McGovern regularly gave talks in schools across the U.S. 
about the power of books. “When I see a sad, shy face in the audi-
ence,” she said, “I see the lonely child I once was and I hope that 
maybe my words can have some influence on a life.” 

Obituaries
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Handsome, charismatic, and 
always well dressed, Julian 
Bond marched on the front 
lines of the civil rights move-

ment and served two decades in the Georgia 
legislature. As a rising political star, Bond 
was placed in nomination for the vice presi-
dency at the 1968 Democratic Convention, 
though at 28 he was seven years too young 
to hold the office. At one point he enjoyed 
such broad appeal that many thought him 
likely to become the first African-American 
president. But by 46, Bond was out of elected office for good, 
widely viewed as a study in unfulfilled promise. Bond, though, 
made no apologies. “I can’t live up to other people’s ambitions for 
me,” he said. “I have to do what I have to do.”

Horace Julian Bond was raised in Oxford, Pa., where his father 
served as president of the nearby Lincoln University. Distinguished 
guests often visited the family, said The Washington Post, including 
“Albert Einstein and prominent black figures W.E.B. DuBois and 
Paul Robeson.” Bond’s greatest influence may have been his phi-
losophy teacher at Morehouse University: the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Bond co-founded the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee while at Morehouse and led anti-segregation protests at 
movie theaters, lunch counters, and other public facilities across the 
South. In 1961, he left college to serve as the SNCC’s communica-
tions director, and his wit, cool personality, and good looks made 
him one of the best-known figures in the civil rights movement. 

“Bond’s advocacy took him to the halls of power at an early 
age—though not without some resistance,” said CSMonitor 
.com. He was elected as a Democrat to the Georgia House of 
Representatives in 1965, but the mostly white legislature refused 
to seat him, citing his opposition to the Vietnam War. A legal 
battle raged all the way to the Supreme Court, which ruled 

unanimously in Bond’s favor, asserting that 
he’d been denied his freedom of speech. 
He would serve the next 20 years in the 
Georgia House and Senate. 

Despite his reputation for charm, Bond “was 
not afraid to come out swinging against pol-
icies and politicians he opposed,” said the 
Los Angeles Times. In 1971, the same year 
that he co-founded the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, Bond called Alabama Gov. 
George Wallace “the hillbilly Hitler.” In 

1982, he dismissed President Reagan as an “amiable incompetent” 
who practiced a “new form of social Darwinism.” Yet for all his 
plain speaking, “Bond didn’t always fully connect with voters look-
ing for an aggressive leader.” He left the state  senate in 1986 after 
six terms to run for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, but 
lost a bitter contest to his old friend John Lewis, a fellow founder of 
the SNCC. Lewis mocked his opponent as “a taillight rather than 
a headlight,” saying that Bond—a familiar face on the national 
lecture circuit and on television—was most interested in stoking 
his own celebrity. Bond’s reputation took a further knock that year 
when his estranged wife told police “that a woman with whom her 
husband was dallying had cocaine connections,” said the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution. He denied the charge, and his wife later 
recanted. “But Bond’s electoral career was finished.”

He spent the next decade rebuilding his reputation, and in 1998 
became board chairman of the NAACP—which at the time was 
mired in debt and seemed utterly outdated. He pushed the organi-
zation back into the news with fiery attacks on President George 
W. Bush and the Iraq War, and by becoming “one of the few black 
civil rights leaders to speak out on behalf of marriage equality for 
gay and lesbian people,” said NYMag.com. To Bond, it was all 
part of his lifelong struggle for human dignity. “There is no finish 
line to this fight,” he said. “You always have to keep on running.”

The urbane crusader who fought for civil rights

The Stone Soup author who became a children’s favorite

Julian
Bond

1940–2015
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The art of movie noise
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improvisational rhythms and electric 
instruments over traditional jazz. The 
research had led to the idea of experiment-
ing with recording equipment of the sort 
that Miles would have used. 

They had got their hands on some vintage 
tape decks and spent an afternoon record-
ing the sound of them playing forward 
and backward, clicking and scrubbing. But 
when Zipf edited the sounds and played 
them underneath scenes from the movie, 
the result sounded like Battlestar Galactica, 
not old-fashioned music equipment. 
Lievsay sighed. “Probably because sound 
editors used to use tape decks when they 
needed space sounds. Bet you Battlestar 
Galactica was tape decks.” He threw the 
noises out and started over.

It is a central principle of sound editing 
that people hear what they are conditioned 
to hear, not what they are actually hear-
ing. The sound of rain in movies? Frying 
bacon. Car engines revving in a chase 
scene? It’s partly engines, but what gives 
it that visceral, gut-level grind is lion roars 
mixed in. To be excellent, a sound editor 
needs not just a sharp, trained ear, but also 
a gift for imagining what a sound could 
do, what someone else might hear.

Lievsay is one of the best. He won an 
Academy Award in 2014 for his work 
on Gravity. Goodfellas, Silence of the 
Lambs, Do the Right Thing—his work. 
He is also the only sound editor the Coen 
brothers work with, which means that he 
is the person responsible for that gnarly 
wood-chipper noise in Fargo, the peel of 
wallpaper in Barton Fink, the resonance 

of The Dude’s bowling ball 
in The Big Lebowski, and the 
absolutely chilling crinkle of 
Javier Bardem’s gum wrapper 
in No Country for Old Men. 
Jonathan Demme, who first 
worked with Lievsay on The 
Silence of the Lambs, put it 
concisely: “He’s a genius.”

Despite Lievsay’s influence, you 
have probably never heard of 
him, and this is no surprise: 
Lievsay and his team are only a 
few members of the legions of 
people involved in film produc-
tion who go about their pains-
taking, essential work far from 
the public eye. Lievsay is not a 

household name, but he is famous among 
people who are. 

His expertise, fittingly, is what can’t be 
seen—sound, yes, but also everything else 
that sound is to the human mind: the way 
we orient ourselves in relation to spaces, 
to time, to each other; the way we com-
municate when language fails; the way our 
ears know, precognitively, when the dark 
room has someone lurking in it or when a 
stranger will be kind. He orchestrates the 
levels of human perception that most peo-
ple either fail to examine or lack the ability 
to notice at all. His job is to make you feel 
things without ever knowing he was there.

THE MONSTROUS COMPLEXITY of 
Lievsay’s work—the quest to make 
films sound the way the world 

sounds—may not be immediately appar-
ent. When a movie finishes shooting, it 
enters the labyrinthine world of post-
production, in which the best takes are 
selected and spliced together into reels—
roughly 20-minute segments of film that 
are worked on and then stitched together. 
Each reel goes through picture editing 
(for such things as visual continuity and 
color) before being handed off to the sound 
supervisor, who oversees all the various ele-
ments of sound design, editing, and mixing.

At the beginning of this process, editors 
remove the audio recordings taken dur-
ing filming and break down each scene 
into four sonic elements: dialogue, effects, 
music, and Foley, which is the term for 
everyday sounds such as squeaky shoes 
or cutlery jangling in a drawer. For every 
scene, each of these four elements needs to 

Sounds in movies aren’t always what they seem, said Jordan Kisner. Rain? It’s actually sizzling bacon. 

Skip Lievsay is considered one of the best sound editors in Hollywood.

SKIP LIEVSAY, AN unassuming-
looking guy in his mid-60s 
with highly trained ears, stood 

before the stacks of speakers and 
giant movie screen in his office, 
fussing quietly. Lievsay is one of the 
preeminent sound designers work-
ing in film today, and whatever 
he does, he does it quietly, as if 
his personal volume dial operated 
in inverse correlation to the often 
noisy task at hand.

On this midwinter afternoon, he 
was meeting with one of his effects 
editors, a similarly soft-spoken 
young man named Larry Zipf, 
about a film they had been hired to 
work on: Miles Ahead, a forthcom-
ing Miles Davis biopic directed by and 
starring Don Cheadle.

The two men stood with their arms crossed 
and heads cocked at the same angle, 
reviewing a scene in which a sound cue 
they had designed had gone awry. The 
sound, originally of vintage tape decks 
turning, had ended up evoking a sci-fi 
odyssey rather than a jazz biopic. One of 
the problems, it was agreed, is that to the 
untrained ear, 1970s tape decks sound a bit 
like lasers.

On screen, Cheadle entered an elevator and 
pushed the button for the lobby. The but-
ton emitted a soft, innocuous beep. “That’s 
a good beep, Lar,” Lievsay muttered. 
“Good beep.”

As he said so, Cheadle-as-Miles leaned 
against the wood-paneled elevator wall, 
eyes closed. Suddenly, the elevator swung 
open to reveal a dark room of Miles’ imag-
ination, filled only with a piano, a horn, 
and a spotlight. The moment was intended 
to feel surreal, as though you were enter-
ing Miles’ mind, but as the door began to 
swing, a deep rumble erupted into a volley 
of zings and swishes—those troublesome 
tape decks—as if the scene had plunged 
into a battle in outer space.

Lievsay hit Pause and turned to Zipf, shak-
ing his head. No good.

For research, Lievsay had spent a few 
months reading biographies and listening 
through all the recordings in the Miles 
Davis estate. The film is set in the 1970s, 
“which is Bitches Brew Miles,” Lievsay 
explained, a period when Miles favored 
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be built and then edited separately, and at 
WBNY, the New York production com-
pany Lievsay runs with fellow editor Paul 
Urmson, each gets its own dedicated editor. 
Then, Lievsay or Urmson takes the team’s 
work and layers it to make scenes that 
sound like the world sounds.

Consider the scene at the end of No Coun-
try for Old Men when Bardem’s charac-
ter has a car accident. After the crunch 
of impact, there are a few moments of 
what might be mistaken for stillness. The 
two cars rest smoking and crumpled in 
the middle of a suburban intersection. 
Nothing moves—but the soundscape is 
deceptively layered. 

There is the sound of engines hissing and 
crackling, which has been mixed to seem 
as near to the ear as the camera was to 
the cars; there is a mostly unnoticeable 
rustle of leaves in the trees; periodically, so 
faintly that almost no one would register it 
consciously, there is the sound of a car roll-
ing through an intersection a block or two 
over, off camera; a dog barks somewhere 
far away. The faint sound of a breeze was 
taken from ambient sounds on a street 
like the one depicted in the scene. When 
Bardem shoves open the car door, you hear 
the door handle stick for a moment before 
it releases. There are three distinct sounds 
of broken glass tinkling to the pavement 
from the shattered window, a small hand-
ful of thunks as he falls sideways to the 
ground, his labored breathing, the chug of 
his boot heel finally connecting with the 
asphalt—even the pads of his fingers as 
they scrabble along the top of the window. 

None of these sounds are there because 
some microphone picked them up. They’re 
there because Lievsay chose them and 
put them there, as he did for every other 
sound in the film. The moment lasts about 
20 seconds. No Country for Old Men is 
123 minutes long.

Sound mixes are notoriously stressful, in 
part because they come at the very end of 
a film’s production. They are also hard on 
the senses. Imagine sitting in a dark room 
watching a movie in four-second intervals. 
Repeat this until the hours stretch into 
days, then weeks. Life becomes a series of 
stuttering noises stretching into eternity, 
punctuated only by complaints about the 
“chunkiness” or “creaminess” or “washi-
ness” or whatever-ness of a fly’s buzz.

The impact a tiny aural cue can have on 
the brain’s understanding of narrative is 
astonishing. On the third day of the mix, 
Lievsay and Zipf were breezing through 
a scene of Miles dropping in on his wife 
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Frances’ dance rehearsal when Cheadle 
paused them. The scene sounded a little too 
dreamy. Cheadle wanted a more matter-of-
fact sound. 

Lievsay nodded and fiddled for a moment. 
When he replayed the scene, something 
small but extraordinary happened. I had 
watched this scene somewhere between 
one and two dozen times, but this time I 
noticed something I’d never seen before: a 
young woman passing behind Frances with 
a stack of papers in her hand. Lievsay had 
given her footsteps. Without the footsteps, 
I’d somehow never seen her; now, I saw her, 
and her presence—along with a few other 
tweaks by Lievsay—suggested bustling in 
the room, people at work, things happen-
ing outside the eye contact forged between 
Miles and Frances. I didn’t exactly hear the 
difference: I just saw the scene differently.

Washington Bridge from Manhattan. It 
is not so much a castle as a warehouse 
crammed with more stuff than can be 
adequately described here. 

Marko Costanzo, the antic “Foley artist” 
who works there, takes evident joy in giving 
tours of the soundstage and the treasures 
he stores there: a bin full of Zippo lighters; 
a bunch of swords (“from when we did 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”); barrels; 
bicycles; baby carriages; one area devoted 
to different kinds of indoor flooring and 
another devoted to outdoor ground cover; 
a pool (“we built it to do the sounds for 
the raft in Life of Pi”); a child’s Easy-Bake 
oven. “I beg people not to take things to the 
dump, but to bring them to me instead,” 
said Costanzo, grinning and spreading his 
arms wide.

Costanzo’s job is to replicate every sound 
that might reasonably be produced in a 
film, while his colleague, engineer George 
Lara, directs and records. Lara, tucked 
into a sound booth, announces the cue 
to Costanzo (“skin on cloth”) and pulls 
up the clip for him. Costanzo watches 
once to rehearse, positions his two micro-
phones to approximate the distance and 
reverb needed, and then does it for real, 
eyes locked on the screen. They work up 
from the easy things like “hand on hair” 
(for which Costanzo, bald as an egg, has 
a menagerie of wigs) to the harder cues: 
the sound of a tiger’s feet scraping wood 
or the sickening thwap-clunk of a gallows 
releasing.

“You make every single sound?” I asked 
Costanzo.

“He performs it,” Lara gently corrected me.

Costanzo changes into shorts before record-
ings to ensure that the microphones won’t 
pick up the sound of a trouser hem rubbing 
against his shoes. On the morning I visited, 
he changed while watching his first cue: a 
woman knitting. He carefully selected two 
pieces of wood from his collection, tapping 
them once or twice to get the right sound, 
and then executed the taps again in time—
with gusto—for the recording. 

If sound editors are the secret backbone 
of movies, this is one of their secrets. That 
glorious slap Cher gives Nicolas Cage in 
Moonstruck before yelling “Snap out of 
it”? Not Cher at all. Likely as not, that 
was a mustachioed man standing in his 
socks in a warehouse in some suburb of 
New Jersey.

Excerpted from an article that origi-
nally appeared in The Guardian (U.K.). 
Reprinted with permission. 

Costanzo in the Foley studio
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IN ORDER FOR that edit to be possi ble, 
Lievsay needed the footsteps of that 
young woman close at hand. He needed 

not just any footsteps, but ones that sounded 
like they were made by a low high heel of 
roughly the sort that women would wear 
in the mid-1970s, crossing a wooden stage. 
This kind of noise—one that requires preci-
sion, but that is intended to blend into the 
background—is called Foley (for Jack Foley, 
who first came up with a process for adding 
quotidian noises, such as footsteps, to films 
in the 1920s).

When Lievsay reached for that girl’s foot-
steps, he wasn’t going back into some old 
library—he was reaching into the library 
of Foley designed and created specifically 
for Cheadle’s film. The Foley house, also 
known informally at his studio as “the 
sound castle,” where these sounds are 
made, is in New Jersey, just over the George 
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This week’s question: The Securities and Exchange 
Commission has voted to require the nation’s 4,000 
public companies to disclose the salary difference 
between the CEO and the firm’s average worker. Can 
you think of an appropriate term for this income gap?

Last week’s contest: British sex psychologist Helen 
Driscoll believes that “robophilia”—sexual relation-
ships between humans and robots—will be considered 
socially acceptable within 50 years. What name would 
you give a dating site or app that linked up lonely 
humans with robots in search of love?

THE WINNER: “XXX Machina” 
Chuck Gaston, Lancaster, Pa.

SECOND PLACE: “C3P-Ohhh” 
Wayne Sato, Louisville

THIRD PLACE: “Somebotty to Love” 
Glen Rainsley, Union, Maine

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek. com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Salary gap” in the subject 
line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, 

Aug. 25. Winners will appear on the 
Puzzle Page next issue and at theweek 
.com/puzzles on Friday, Aug. 28. In the 
case of identical or similar entries, the 
first one received gets credit. ACROSS

1  Capital of Asia?

6  Adidas competitor

10  Iowa city

14  Oven setting

15  Since

16  Jambalaya ingredient

17  Daily Show host who 

recently retired after 

16 years

19  Desktop figure

20  Escaped the rain, say

21  Oscar-nominated role 

for Hayek

22  Baseball announcer’s 

shout

26  Suave

28  Bring up to speed

30  Country road

31  Bodies of wisdom

32  Beach party

35  Bernese ___ (Swiss 

range)

38  61, once

39  Dancer’s error

42  Stick (out)

43  Coordinate

45  Currency whose name 

means “weight”

46  Springfield product

48  Benefit dinner, say

50  Tufts title

52  Force out

56  Zeniths

57  Chip brand

58  Word after silver or 

iron

60  Temptation location

61  South African 

comedian who will 

succeed 17-Across on 

Sept. 28

66  Lacking a leader

67  Ending for stone or 

dinner

68  Show your class?

69  Without

70  Unwelcome 

countertop sights

71  Oppressive structures

DOWN
1  RMN predecessor

2  “___ y Plata” 

(Montana’s motto)

3  The French rejection?

4  Soldiers, briefly

5  The goodness of your 

heart

6  Buck, once

7  Clarifying words

8  Michaels of SNL

9  To the back

10  Huffington Post 

founder

11  Actor who was the first 

guest of 17-Across, on 

Jan 11, 1999

12  Food contamination 

cause

13  Puerto Rican title

18  Chows down

21  Letters under a tepee, 

on signs

22  Cough drop brand

23  Adhesive type

24  Singer who was 

the last guest of 

17-Across, on  

Aug. 6, 2015

25  Settlers of Catan 

resource

27  Like one of the 

Olympic rings

29  Different

33  Letters before Ronald 

Reagan or Theodore 

Roosevelt

34  On

36  Vital sign

37  Leaves in, to an editor

40  It has a 9.7-inch screen

41  Boardwalk or 

Tennessee Avenue

44  First day of the month, 

in ancient Rome

47  “Now ___ seen it all”

49  “haha”

51  High-end watch brand

52  Tries to lose

53  Its prime minister is 

Narendra Modi

54  2001 Wimbledon 

champ Ivanisevic

55  Use, as influence

59  Burly Burl

61  Carrier until 2001

62  The Matrix role

63  Symbol of strength

64  Part of a wheel, in 

poker

65  Cabinet dept.

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
hard

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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The Lipper Awards are based on a review of 36 companies’ 2012 
and 48 companies’ 2013 and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.
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1The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ 
Consistent Return for eligible funds over the three-year period ended 11/30/12, 11/30/13, and 
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TIAA-CREF: Lipper’s Best Overall Large Fund 
Company1 three years in a row. For the fi rst time 
ever. How? Our disciplined investment strategy aims 
to produce competitive risk-adjusted returns that create 
long-term value for you. Just what you’d expect from 
a company that’s created to serve and built to perform.

Learn more about our unprecedented, 
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