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The main stories... 4 NEWS 

What happened 
The penalty phase in Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s 
trial opened in emotional and dramatic 
fashion this week, as federal prosecutors 
sought to persuade the jury to sentence 
the 21-year-old Boston Marathon bomber 
to death. Several jurors wept openly as 
they heard testimony from witnesses who 
lost limbs or loved ones in the April 15, 
2013, bombing, which killed three people 
and injured 264 others. One survivor re-
called the horror of seeing a broken bone 
sticking out of her bloodied leg; another 
described the despair of being unable to 
move toward her grievously wounded 
daughter because her own legs had been 
blown apart. Tsarnaev, an ethnic Chechen 
immigrant who was found guilty on all 
30 counts last month, indicated before his arrest that the attacks 
were meant to avenge the deaths of Muslim civilians in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Federal prosecutor Nadine Pellegrini ended her open-
ing statement by unveiling a photo of the defendant giving the fin-
ger to the security camera in his cell. “This is Dzhokhar Tsarnaev,” 
she told jurors. “Unconcerned, unrepentant, and unchanged.”
 
A death sentence requires a unanimous vote from the jury. The 
defense, which begins its case next week, is expected to argue Tsar-
naev was led astray by his domineering older brother, Tamerlan. A 
number of survivors and relatives of victims called for Tsarnaev to 
be sentenced to life in prison rather than to death. Bill and Denise 
Richard, whose 8-year-old son was killed in the attack and whose 
7-year-old daughter lost a leg, said years of appeals over a death 
sentence “would prolong the most painful day of our lives,” while 
locking Tsarnaev up for life would allow them “to turn the page.”

What the editorials said 
Tsarnaev should be spared the death penalty, said The Boston 
Globe. Executing him would “substitute vengeance for justice” 
and turn him into a martyr for other aspiring terrorists. There are 
enough “mitigating factors” in Tsarnaev’s involvement—including 
his brother’s influence, his drug use, and his young age—to plant 
“seeds of doubt” that he really deserves the ultimate punishment. 

It’s understandable that people would 
root for this homegrown terrorist to be 
executed, said the Newark, N.J., Star-
Ledger. But we cannot put the power 
to kill in the hands of our very fallible 
criminal justice system. The rest of the 
civilized world has already given up the 
death penalty. In 2013, the only countries 
that executed more of their own citizens 
than the U.S. were those “citadels of 
humanity” China, Iraq, Iran, and Saudi 
Arabia. Is that the sort of company we 
want to keep? Tsarnaev had “no regard 
for human life. Society doesn’t have to 
lower itself to his standard.”

What the columnists said 
This must be a tough one for opponents 

of the death penalty, said Jonah Goldberg in NationalReview.com. 
Their “preferred argument” is that we can never be 100 percent 
certain of someone’s guilt, so we cannot “afford to risk ending a 
single innocent life.” But that’s not the case with Tsarnaev, who is 
by his own admission a “traitorous, child-murdering cop killer.” 
Executing him would be an act of justice.
 
I oppose the death penalty on principle, because I fear giving the 
state the power to kill, said Charles C. W. Cooke, also in National 
Review.com. But “I don’t really care if Tsarnaev fries.” He de-
liberately killed and maimed as many people he could, including 
children. I know I’m being inconsistent, but “my heart is betraying 
my head.” Bet I’m not the only one, either. But is the death penalty 
“actually all that punitive?” asked S.E. Cupp in the New York 
Daily News. Surely a “lifetime spent in near isolation, in abysmal 
conditions,” is a far worse fate than a lethal injection. 
 
The jury’s decision will probably hinge on the issue of remorse, 
said Seth Stevenson in Slate.com. If jurors feel Tsarnaev “still can’t 
admit the error of his ways and would do it all again,” they may 
show him no mercy. Before the trial, I was sure a Massachusetts 
jury would spare Tsarnaev the death penalty. But after his jaunty, 
defiant demeanor in court, and that photo of him flipping the bird 
in his cell? Now “I’m not so sure.”
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The prosecutor showed jurors this photo of Tsarnaev.

Brooklyn middle-school English teacher Samuel Pearce 
made headlines a few weeks back when word got out 

about his after-school job as 
a runway model. Now the 
enterprising educator has put 
his brush with fame to good 
use, launching a GoFundMe 
campaign that has raised over 
$5,000 to buy much-needed 
new books for his students. 
“There are so many hardwork-
ing teachers and students who 
would benefit from outside 
funding,” said Pearce, who has 
also challenged his 67 pupils to 
read a combined total of 300 
books by mid-June. “I am fortu-
nate to have received publicity.” 

Thanks to a 13-year-old boy 
who managed to keep his cool, 
Maryland firefighters were able 
to rescue a family of five from a 
potentially deadly blaze. Marcus 
McCoy woke up to a smoke-
filled room early last Sunday 
and immediately called 911. He 
stayed on the line throughout 
the 11-minute call, calmly giving 
instructions that helped lead fire-
fighters to his bedroom, where 
he and his 9-year-old sister, Aali-
yah, were trapped, and periodi-
cally called out to the rest of his 
family to make sure they were 
safe. “He was trying to save our 
life,” Aaliyah said. “And he did.”

Sometimes finishing last can be 
a triumph. Despite suffering from 
a form of muscular dystrophy that 
makes walking difficult, 39-year-old 
Venezuelan Maickel Melamed crossed 
the finish line of this week’s Boston 
Marathon, battling wind, rain, and 
darkness for nearly 20 hours to com-
plete his fifth—and he says last—long-
distance race. Some 200 supporters 
cheered Melamed through the streets 
of Boston, where his parents had 
brought him as a toddler to get treat-
ment for his disease. “I am so grateful 
for Boston and to Boston,” he said. 
“This is an amazing city.”

It wasn’t all bad

Pearce on the runway
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Ben Bernanke wants to make a buck. The former Fed chairman 
announced last week that he’s joining one of Wall Street’s biggest 
hedge funds as a consultant (see Best columns: Business). It’s hard 

to begrudge the 61-year-old’s decision to cash in; he did, after all, spend more than 20 years in aca-
demia before helping to save the global economy from near ruin. But with a host of former finan-
cial regulators now hauling in Wall Street cash, you have to wonder if public service has become 
just a way station to fabulous wealth and influence. More than half of the members of Congress 
who have left since 2010 have lobbying-related jobs. “Congress is a stepping-stone to lobbying,” 
an anonymous lawmaker admitted recently in Vox.com. “You are considered naïve if you are not 
currying favor with wealthy corporations.”

Money’s influence on Washington is nothing new, of course, but the scale certainly is. Corpora-
tions now spend more each year officially lobbying Congress ($2.6 billion) than taxpayers spend 
funding the House and Senate (about $2 billion). Candidates, political parties, and Super PACs may 
spend $5 billion on the 2016 presidential election—more than double the 2012 total. Hillary Clinton 
plans to run as the champion of the middle class, despite having made more than $100 million with 
her husband since they left the White House (see Controversy). The Republican field, meanwhile, 
personally auditions for the favor of the billionaire Koch brothers, who plan to raise and spend up 
to $900 million in this election cycle. Freedom of speech is a wonderful thing. But how did it get to 
be so expensive? 

THE WEEK

European leaders this week called an emergency 
summit to address the growing humanitarian crisis 
in the Mediterranean, after as many as 900 people 
drowned when a boat packed with Europe-bound 
migrants capsized off the coast of Libya. The over-
crowded vessel sank after colliding with a Portu-
guese merchant ship that had come to its aid. Only 
28 people were pulled from the water alive; traffick-
ers had locked hundreds of passengers in the hold. 
More than 250,000 migrants—mostly from Africa 
and the Middle East—have crossed the Mediterra-
nean to Europe since the beginning of 2014; at least 
1,750 have died making the journey since the begin-
ning of this year. In the wake of the latest tragedy, 
EU officials said they would bolster rescue operations and begin 
capturing and destroying boats used by the smugglers.

This disaster was “the opposite of unforeseeable,” said Dara Lind 
in Vox.com. Last year, more than 4,860 people died trying to get 
to Europe by sea. The EU responded by scaling back rescue ef-

forts, on the perverse “logic that it would somehow 
deter people from making the voyage.” It didn’t—the 

only result was more dead migrants. 

A better solution is to rescue and then deport these 
boat people, said Tom Wilson in Commentary  
 Magazine.com. That may seem cruel, but  recession- 
battered Europe can’t possibly welcome all the 
world’s needy, and fewer people would attempt 
this deadly journey if all that awaited them was “a 
prompt return” home. Failing that, Europe may as 
well abandon all pretense of having immigration lim-
its, “for it will in effect have adopted open borders.” 

If the EU really wants to reduce the flow of mi-
grants, it should “help restore order in Libya,” said 

The Washington Post in an editorial. The country has lapsed into 
anarchy since the 2011 revolution, and human smuggling has be-
come a key source of revenue for Libya’s many militant groups. 
So long as a failed state exists on Europe’s doorstep, it will remain 
a departure point for thousands of desperate Africans, Syrians, 
and Iraqis seeking a better life. 

Hopes for a cease-fire in Yemen were quickly dashed this week as 
Saudi Arabia resumed airstrikes against Iranian-backed Houthi 
rebels just hours after Riyadh announced it was ending its bomb-
ing campaign. The Saudi government had been under U.S. pres-
sure to halt Operation Decisive Storm after its forces hit several 
civilian targets, including an Oxfam facility. At least 944 people 
have been killed in airstrikes and fighting between Yemeni fac-
tions since mid-March, when Houthi rebels drove Yemen’s Saudi-
backed President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi into exile. Iran has 
called on the United Nations to broker an end to the conflict.

In a show of solidarity with Riyadh, the U.S. deployed an air-
craft carrier to the waters off Yemen—bringing the number of 
U.S. vessels in the area to nine—to face down an Iranian flotilla 
suspected of carrying weapons for the Houthis. “If they try to 
head for Yemen,” said one Pentagon official of the Iranian ships, 
“there may be a bit of a showdown.” 

This naval deployment is part of President Obama’s “tricky two-
step in the Middle East,” said David Ignatius in Washington 

Post.com. After spending months cozying up to Iran during nu-
clear negotiations, Obama must now convince his Saudi allies—
Iran’s regional foes—that the U.S. is still “committed to their se-
curity.” But deepening America’s involvement in Yemen is a reck-
less move, said Daniel Larison in TheAmericanConservative 
.com. “The ‘show of strength’ will be taken as a challenge, and 
will likely lead to more confrontational behavior from Tehran.”

Saudi Arabia’s own military operation has been “nothing short 
of a fiasco,” said Alex Vatanka in CNN.com. The kingdom has 
launched an “unwinnable war” that is killing hundreds of people 
and “fueling sectarian tensions in the Middle East.” Having failed 
to “finish the Houthi movement off,” Riyadh now has two unap-
pealing options: give Yemen up or launch “a full-scale invasion.” 

Yemen, meanwhile, is facing “a humanitarian catastrophe,” said 
Armin Rosen in BusinessInsider.com. Fuel is scarce, food is run-
ning out, and “humanitarian organizations can’t reach some 
16 million people in need of aid.” Even if Saudi Arabia does com-
mit to ending its airstrikes, the Houthis—who repeatedly violated 
earlier truces—are unlikely to lay down their weapons. For ordi-
nary Yemenis, the situation “only stands to worsen.”

Tragedy in the Mediterranean

A short-lived peace in Yemen

A grim recovery operation
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Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Hillary: Is her middle-class populism just a pose?
Hillary Clinton launched her campaign last week with a 
pledge to fight for “everyday Americans,” said Ed Rogers 
in WashingtonPost.com, but her efforts to rebrand herself 
as a down-to-earth populist have been “painful to watch.” 
During her stage-managed “listening tours” of Iowa and 
New Hampshire, the wealthy liberal elitist feigned humility, 
ordered her own burrito bowl at Chipotle, and used “reg-
ular Americans as props.” Clinton did at least conduct 
her road trips in a van, said Charles Krauthammer in 
The Washington Post, “lest a Gulfstream 450 invade 
the visual.” But it was a custom-built, armor-plated 
luxury van with tinted windows, trailed by an identi-
cal decoy. If Clinton’s “Marie Antoinette tour” seems 
utterly contrived, that’s because she’s now surrounded 
by a “gigantic political apparatus’’ of Democratic 
image makers. These operatives seem oblivious to 
the irony that Clinton plans to raise an unprecedented $2.5 billion 
for her campaign, much of it from members of the infamous top 
1 percent that true populists detest. Does she really expect to sell 
herself to voters as “the champion of the little guy?” 

Why not? said the New York Daily News in an editorial. Voters 
don’t care how much money the next president personally has. At 
a time when “the top 1 percent enjoy 23 percent of all income, 
more than doubling their share since 1994,” Clinton is wise to 
focus on the central economic issue of our times: The rich are get-
ting far richer, while middle-class wages are stagnant and most 
new jobs pay poverty-level salaries. As Clinton told Iowans, “the 
deck is still stacked in favor of those already at the top.” That 
sad reality needs to be the focus of the 2016 campaign. As for the 
charge that she’s tacking left for reasons of “political expedience,” 
said Amy Chozick in The New York Times, Clinton’s aides point 

out that in 2008, she called for eliminating the Bush tax cuts 
for the rich and the carried-interest loophole; placing limits 
on CEO compensation; and a long list of liberal economic 
policies. And when Bill Clinton was president, Hillary was 
often attacked as a “Bolshevik’’ and “the socialist foil to 

her husband’s centrist agenda.” If her populism’s a 
pose, it’s a pose she adopted decades ago.

Of course it’s a pose, said Matt Taibbi in 
RollingStone.com. Would CEOs and hedge-fund 
managers be showering Clinton with donations 

if they thought for a second she was serious about 
closing their tax loopholes and redistributing their 
income? Clinton’s “anti-elitist rhetoric” is “purely 

strategic.” Once in office, her fellow plutocrats 
know, she’ll “revert back to being the shamelessly 

bought-off creature of billionaire interests.” That’s a real risk, said 
John Nichols in TheNation.com, which is why Clinton needs to 
be “pinned down on the details” of her economic policies before 
Democrats blindly give her their support. 

Despite the sneering cynicism of her critics, said Martha Pease in 
CNN.com, Clinton’s campaign launch was “sneakily brilliant.” 
The embattled middle class does long for a champion, and if 
Hillary can remain consistently open and empathetic throughout 
the campaign, voters might believe she’s their best choice. No one 
else could get away with running as a scourge of the 1 percent 
after years of charging $300,000 for a one-hour speech or amass-
ing more than $100 million in wealth, said Kevin Williamson in 
NationalReview.com. But if anyone can pull it off, it’s Hillary. 
“The Clintons have always had a strange knack for getting people 
to admire them for their phoniness, not in spite of it.”

Only in America
Ohio middle-school of-

ficials erased the word “femi-
nist” from an eighth-grader’s 
T-shirt in a class photo to 
“prevent any unintended con-
troversies.” Sophie Thomas 
was shocked to see that her 
shirt had been photoshopped 
to erase the word, but the 
principal explained it might 
be “offensive” to some 
people. “I just want to spread 
equality,” Thomas said. 

A Colorado man was 
given a ticket by police this 
week for shooting his balky 
computer eight times and 
“killing” it. Police say Lucas 
Hinch, 37, had become “fed 
up with fighting his computer 
for the last several months,” 
so he took it outside and 
repeatedly blasted it with 
a handgun. Hinch said he 
didn’t realize he was breaking 
the law, but has no regrets. 
“It was glorious,” he said.

Boring but important
Obama’s new trade powers

President Obama moved a 
step closer to securing one 
of the largest free-trade deals 
in U.S. history this week 
as the Senate introduced a 
bipartisan “fast track” bill that 
will give Obama authority 
to negotiate the deal with a 
dozen Pacific Rim nations. 
Several members of the 
Democratic Party’s liberal 
wing, led by Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.), oppose 
the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship on the basis that the 
pact could make it easier 
for American companies to 
outsource jobs and lower 
U.S. workers’ wages. Warren 
and others are “wrong on 
this,” said the president, but 
the White House nevertheless 
has agreed to subject any 
trade deal to a 60-day review 
by Congress and the public 
before Obama signs it.    

Knowing your limits, after Molly Schuyler, a 120-pound 
mother of four, won a Texas eating competition by wolfing down 
13 pounds of steak in four minutes, 18 seconds. Schuyler said she 
had room for more steak but got sick of the taste. 
Bird calls, after firefighters in Idaho rushed into a burning build-
ing when they heard voices calling “Help! Fire!” only to discover 
a pair of “talking” parrots. “There was nobody besides the birds 
inside,” said one fireman. “Smart birds.” 
Timeliness, after scientists unveiled an atomic clock so accurate 
that it won’t lose or gain a single second in 15 billion years, which 
is roughly as long as the universe has existed.

Special deliveries, after a Florida postal worker exposed 
potentially lethal security flaws in Washington by flying his gyro-
copter over the city and landing on the Capitol lawn. “At no 
point did I feel it was not a good idea,” said Doug Hughes, 61.    
Color commentary, after Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price 
used the F-word 77 times in a five-minute rant berating sportswrit-
ers for reporting that a player was injured. “Does every f---ing 
team that we f---ing play have to know every f---ing guy that’s 
here?” Price complained. “It’s a f---ing disgrace.’’
Self-awareness, after Donald Trump attacked conservative pun-
dits George Will, Jonah Goldberg, and Stephen Hayes for mocking 
his Republican presidential candidacy, calling them “boring” and 
“dumb as a rock” and their publications “dying.’’ Said Trump: 
“The weakness of conservatives is that they destroy each other.” 

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Washington, D.C.
Forensic scandal: The FBI formally 
admitted this week that almost every 
em ployee within the bureau’s elite 
for en sic unit gave flawed testimony 
that helped incriminate hundreds of 
suspects over two decades—including 
14 defendants who were either executed 
or died in prison. The official acknowl-
edgment brings to an end one of the 
country’s biggest forensic scandals. An 
independent investigation found that 
FBI examiners had exaggerated the 
accuracy of microscopic hair analysis 
to help prosecutors secure convictions 
in at least 254 trials before 2000. After 
2000,  prosecutors began relying on more 
accurate forms of testing, such as DNA 
analysis. Legal groups are calling on the 
agency to inform all 2,500 defendants 
in cases in which examiners claimed 
hair matches.

Minneapolis
Jihadist hot spot: Federal prosecutors 
warned that Minnesota’s large Somali 
community has become a breeding 
ground for Islamist extremism after 
six young Somali-Americans from 
Minneapolis were charged this week 
with conspiring to provide material 
support to the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria. “We have a terror-recruiting prob-
lem in Minnesota,” said U.S. Attorney 
Andrew Luger as he announced the 
charges against the men, ages 19 to 21. 
The suspects were friends who radical-
ized each other, said Luger, and plotted 
for 10 months to find ways to go and 
join jihadists in the Middle East. Two 
of the men were apprehended in San 
Diego, where they had driven hoping 
to cross into Mexico and then fly to 
Syria; the remaining four were arrested 
in Minneapolis. In the past year, at least 
two Minnesotans have been killed fight-
ing in Syria.

Osceola County, Iowa
Bird flu outbreak: Iowa health officials 

announced that they would 
slaughter up to 5.3 million 
laying hens at an Iowa 

chicken farm this week 
in a bid to stem a grow-
ing bird flu outbreak 

in the state. Just days 
earlier, Wisconsin had 

declared a state of emergency 
over its own outbreak of the 

deadly virus, activat-
ing the state’s National 

Guard to help sterilize vehicles used 
to transport flocks of turkeys that had 
tested positive for avian influenza. The 
H5N2 bird flu strain has been found in 
poultry farms in at least 12 states in the 
past few months, sparking fears that the 
virus could mutate and infect humans. 
“At rare times this bird flu virus picks 
up genetic capacity to be transmitted 
from person to person,” said 
infectious disease expert Dr. 
William Schaffner. “That’s when 
you get a big new pandemic.” 

Baltimore 
Death in police custody: The Justice 
Department this week launched a civil 
rights investigation into the mysterious 
death of 
a black 
man in 
Baltimore 
who suf-
fered a 
severed 
spinal cord 
after being 
taken into 
police 
custody, as demonstrators took to the 
streets to protest the alleged widespread 
mistreatment of blacks by city police. 
Six Baltimore police officers have been 
suspended while authorities investigate 
the death of Freddie Gray, 25, who was 
tackled and arrested last week after run-
ning from officers patrolling an area 
known for drug activity. Cellphone foot-

age shows Gray being dragged 
into a police van; 45 minutes 
later, he was taken to a trauma 

clinic with a spinal injury. Gray 
died a week later. An official 
autopsy has offered no indica-

tion of how Gray’s injury occurred; a 
lawyer for Gray’s family claims Gray 
suffered a crushed larynx and three 
fractured vertebrae in his neck. 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Bishop resigns: Three years after becom-
ing the highest-ranking Catholic official 
in the U.S. to be convicted in a child 
abuse scandal, Kansas City Bishop 
Robert Finn this week had his resignation 
officially accepted by Pope Francis. Finn 
was found guilty of failure to report sus-
pected child abuse in 2012, shortly after 
it emerged that the bishop had waited 
months to report a priest for taking por-
nographic pictures of young girls. Finn 
was put on two years’ probation but 
continued to lead the Diocese of Kansas 
City–St. Joseph. The 62-year-old bishop 
is still 13 years shy of the normal retire-
ment age for bishops, but his job became 
increasingly endangered as a Vatican 
commission pressured Pope Francis to 
dismiss bishops embroiled in child abuse 
scandals. “He should have been sacked a 
long time ago,” said Peter Saunders, an 
advocate for sex abuse victims.  

Washington, D.C.
Lynch vote: The Senate was 
poised to approve Loretta 
Lynch as U.S. Attorney 
General this week after 
lawmakers reached a deal 
on an unrelated human 
trafficking bill that GOP 
senators had used to delay 
her confirmation. Despite 
having enough Republican 
support to be approved as Eric Holder’s 
replacement, Lynch had to wait five 
months for her confirmation vote—longer 
than any Cabinet secretary nominee in the 
past three administrations. Lynch’s nomi-
nation became entangled in the sex traf-
ficking bill, which Democratic senators 
refused to pass until anti-abortion lan-
guage was removed from the legislation. 
GOP senators responded by refusing to 
schedule a confirmation vote for Lynch. 
The two parties reached a compromise 
this week that saw the anti-abortion 
measures softened, and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell promised 
Lynch’s nomination would be scheduled 
hours after the trafficking bill was passed. 
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Demanding justice for Gray

Lynch: Long wait 

Feathered threat

Finn: Tarnished by scandal
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Istanbul
Commemorating Armenians: On the cen-
tenary of the Armenian genocide, Turkey 
for the first time allowed ethnic Armenians 
to hold a service in Istanbul to honor vic-
tims—though authorities did not refer to 
the deaths as genocide. “We once again 
respectfully remember Ottoman Armenians 
who lost their lives during the deportation of 1915 and share the 
pain of their children and grandchildren,” said Turkish Prime 
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu. Armenia’s government and many 
historians say up to 1.5 million Armenians were systematically 
killed amid mass deportations beginning in 1915, as the Ottoman 
Empire was crumbling. Turkey says far fewer died and that those 
were victims of the general fighting in World War I. 

Itaboraí, Brazil
Thousands idled: The kickback scandal at the state-run oil com-
pany Petrobras is costing tens of thousands of jobs, as dozens of 
infrastructure projects are suspended or canceled. Layoffs at con-
struction firms linked to the corruption investigation have helped 
push Brazil’s unemployment rate up from 5.4 percent to 7.4 per-
cent. Itaboraí, once an oil-boom town, is becoming a “ghost 
town,” O Dia (Brazil) reported. Petrobras has lost half its stock 
value, as investigations show it allowed top civil-engineering 
firms to overcharge for construction contracts—in some cases by 
hundreds of millions of dollars—and then funneled the extra cash 
to executives and politicians.

Santiago, Chile
Sábado Gigante canceled: Chileans were mourning this week, 
along with much of the rest of Latin America, after Univision 
announced that Sábado Gigante is going to be taken off the 
air. The longest-running variety show in television history, the 
Saturday-night staple began in Chile but moved to Miami in 
1986. It has been hosted by Mario Luis Kreutzberger, better 
known as Don Francisco, for its entire 53-year run. Over those 

years, Don Francisco gave away 
countless cars, introduced new 
and established musical stars, 
and interviewed notables like 
Bill Gates, Bill Clinton, and 
President Obama. The show is 
the top-viewed in its slot among 
Hispanics in the U.S. Chile is 
planning to show the final epi-
sode, which airs in September, 
at the National Stadium.

Ciudad Juárez, Mexico
Top cartel leaders nabbed: Mexican authorities scored 
big wins against two drug cartels this week, arresting 
Juárez cartel leader Jesús “the Liquidator” Salas Aguayo 
and Gulf cartel leader José Tiburcio Hernández Fuentes 
(aka “the Jinx”) in separate raids. Salas Aguayo is on 
the DEA’s Most Wanted list for the 2009 killing of a 
protected witness in Texas and is wanted in Mexico for 
the 2012 massacre of 15 people in a Juárez bar. Both the 
Gulf and Juárez cartels have been on the wane in recent years, as 
new, less centralized criminal groups have arisen in Mexico. 

Paris
Botched terrorist plot: French authorities discovered an 
Islamist plot to attack a Paris church this week after the suspected 
would-be terrorist accidentally shot himself and called an ambu-
lance. Police who responded to his call found a bloody trail lead-
ing to a car packed with loaded AK-47s, bulletproof vests, and 
notes about targets. The suspect, Sid Ahmed Ghlam, a 24-year-
old Algerian native, had been investigated last year because of 
reported attempts to travel to Syria. More weapons were found in 
his apartment, along with documents linked to al Qaida and the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, including an order by an accom-
plice in Syria to attack a Christian church. One of the guns had 
been used to kill a Frenchwoman on the morning of his arrest; 
she had seemingly been targeted at random. 

Lüneburg, Germany
Ex-Nazi in court: Former Nazi Oskar 
Gröning, 93, “the bookkeeper of 
Auschwitz,” is on trial in Germany 
for being an accessory to the murders 
of 300,000 Jews. Unlike most former 
SS guards convicted of war crimes, 
Gröning is not accused of personally 
killing anyone, and he has never denied 
or defended the Holocaust. In fact, he 
went public about his role at Auschwitz 

in the 1980s to speak out against Holocaust deniers, and he 
provided vital evidence against other officers. Gröning told the 
court this week that he “recognized without question” his “moral 
guilt.” But he argued that as bookkeeper for the concentration 
camp—his main task, he said, was recording the money found on 
prisoners—he’d had nothing to do with the gas chambers. 
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The Liquidator: Busted

The bookkeeper of Auschwitz

Remembering the murdered

Don Francisco: Adiós
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Zabaikal province, Russia 
Workers unite: Wildcat strikes are springing up 
across Russia among workers who’ve waited 
months to be paid. After 90 days without sal-
ary, teachers in Zabaikal province refused 
to go to class last month, and state authori-
ties condemned them as unpatriotic. “Yes, 
it is serious when salaries are not paid, but 
not serious enough not to come to work,” 
said regional governor, Konstantin Ilkovsky. Workers at the 
Vostochny Cosmodrome site in Siberia painted a protest on the 
roof of their dormitory: “Dear Putin, Four months without pay.” 
They attracted the attention of local TV and were then quickly 
paid. Independent pollster Levada Center found that 9 percent 
of Russians are currently having their salaries withheld because 
companies or local governments are short of cash. 

Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe 
Elephant kills hunter: A professional big-game hunter in 
Zimbabwe was trampled to death by an elephant while stalking 
lions for an American client. The team had just killed a leopard 
when hunter Ian Gibson, 55, and his tracker went to follow 
elephant tracks while a scout stayed with the client. Gibson shot 
once as the young bull charged him, but it reared and crushed 
him. “He would never have fired unless he had no alternative,” 
said Chifuti Safaris managing director Paul Smith, who employed 
Gibson. “He was a hunter, yes, but he was also a magnificent 
wildlife photographer and conservationist.” Gibson was well 
known to American safari clients, and his funeral costs were paid 
by the Dallas Safari Club.

Cairo 
Morsi gets 20 years: A Cairo court has 
sentenced deposed Egyptian President 
Mohammed Morsi to 20 years in 
prison for inciting violence against pro-
testers. Morsi and 14 other defendants 
from his Muslim Brotherhood party 
were acquitted of murder charges, 
which would have carried the death 
penalty. The charges stemmed from 
clashes between pro- and anti-Morsi 
demonstrators in 2012 in which at least 10 people were killed. 
The verdict is expected to further alienate the many Brotherhood 
supporters who elected Morsi in 2012, only to see him ousted by 
a military coup the following year. Amnesty International said 
the trial and sentence “shatters any remaining illusion of indepen-
dence and impartiality in Egypt’s criminal justice system.”

Tehran 
Plea for freedom: A U.S. Marine who 
has been imprisoned in Iran since 2011 
called on Congress this week to secure 
his release as part of the nuclear nego-
tiations. Amir Hekmati, who served in 
Iraq, was arrested while visiting rela-
tives in Iran, and he says he has been 
tortured in Iran’s notorious Evin prison. 
Two other Iranian-Americans— including 
Jason Rezaian, the Tehran bureau chief 
of The Washington Post—are also being held. In a letter dictated 
over the phone to his family, Hekmati asked U.S. leaders to 
impose “serious consequences for this serial hostage taking and 
mistreatment of Americans.” He says Iranian authorities told 
him they want a prisoner swap; U.S. authorities say they have 
received no such request.

Jalalabad, Afghanistan 
ISIS or not? Nobody is claiming 
responsibility for a suicide bombing in 
Jalalabad last week that killed at least 
35 people. Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani and local journalists initially said 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria had 
claimed responsibility via cellphone, but 
an ISIS spokesman denied involvement. 

“This is an act of the Pakistani agencies to damage the reputa-
tion of ISIS,” said Sheikh Muslim Dost. The Taliban, too, denied 
responsibility. While ISIS is not active in Afghanistan, its tactics 
seem to be influencing the Taliban, which has begun beheading 
some of its victims, mostly members of the Hazara ethnic group.

Islamabad 
Massive Chinese investment: On his first visit to 
Pakistan, Chinese President Xi Jinping cemented the 
long-standing friendship between the two na tions 
by offering a $46 billion infrastructure investment—
that’s more than all assistance received from the U.S., 
Pakistan’s largest donor, since 2002. The plan is to 
build a “China-Pakistan Economic Corridor” from 
Gwadar, a port in Pakistan’s Balochistan province, 
all the way to Kashgar, in China’s western region of Xinjiang. Both 
Balochistan and Xinjiang are plagued by separatist insurgencies. 
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said Islamabad and Beijing 
will “fight together to eliminate the menace of terrorism.”
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The blast site

Hekmati family: Campaigning

Morsi: Toppled and jailed

Xi and Sharif

Ilkovsky: No sympathy



People10 NEWS 

Martin’s ungrateful fans 
George R.R. Martin has always felt like an 
outsider, said Josh Glancy in The Sunday Times 
(U.K.). “I never fitted in as a kid,” says the best-
selling Game of Thrones author, who was born 
into a blue-collar family in Bayonne, N.J. “I 
was the one who had his nose in a book while 
the other kids were out doing sports. I was shy 
and got bullied. Many of [my books’] viewpoint 

characters are outcasts: dwarves, fat kids, bastards. That was 
something I drew from my own background.” These days, Martin 
has millions of fans around the world. But he’s still not immune 
to bullying. Martin regularly receives hostile emails from readers 
who worry that the portly 66-year-old will die before finishing 
the last two novels in his seven-book Thrones saga—a project he 
began in 1991. “The internet has probably darkened my view of 
humanity. It really does bring out these venomous trolls. There are 
people out there who are allegedly my fans, and they enjoyed my 
books, so they write saying, ‘You better write faster, you fat f---, 
because we don’t want the book incomplete.’ Boy, what a won-
derful fan. There are 100 great emails for every nasty one,” he 
says, “but it’s the nasty ones that linger in your mind.” 

The grand master of gangster chess 
Jerald Times is teaching street chess to New York City’s young 
elite, said Corey Kilgannon in The New York Times. A self-taught 
prodigy from Harlem, Times rose to become one of the top five 
black chess players in the world by honing his skills against New 
York’s speed-chess legends, who played for cash in the city’s parks. 
These hustlers taught Times their own “gangster” style, which 
celebrates daring moves and trash-talking your opponent. “When 
you lost, you took a double beating,” says Times, 48. “You got a 
verbal lashing and lost your money.” But Times has given up his 
competitive career for a new challenge: teaching street chess to 
teens from Manhattan’s exclusive Dalton School, where tuition 
costs $41,000 a year. The students play “like scared rabbits,” he 
says. “I need to turn them into wolves.” To prepare them, Times 
has been taking the kids to a Harlem club packed with speed-
chess greats. “Hustlers go for the kill. If my kids can learn in that 
environment, it will give them a mental toughness they can’t get 
from a scholastic opponent.” The polite students have already 
picked up some street habits—like snatching an opponent’s pieces 
and talking trash. “They’re slamming pieces,” Times says, smiling. 
“Chess is the great equalizer.” 

Tom Hardy has a powerful self-destructive streak, said Miranda 
Collinge in Esquire (U.K.). The actor was raised in an affluent 
London neighborhood, and his parents—an advertising executive 
and an artist—sent him to an expensive private school. But Hardy 
was a disaffected rebel. He skipped class and experimented with 
drink and drugs; at 15, he was arrested for stealing a car and car-
rying an illegal firearm. “But [my behavior] never killed me,” says 
Hardy, 37, “so I was like, ‘All right then, what else you got?’” He 
makes no excuses for all the trouble he caused. “I went to a nice 
school and was given loads of lifelines. What an arse I must have 
been to my poor parents. I had a really good home environment. 
I went [out of my way] to f--- that up.” Hardy sobered up in 2003, 
but as an actor, he’s still volatile on the set, and has clashed with 
several co-stars, including Charlize Theron and Shia LeBeouf. “I 
have a reputation for being difficult. And I am. It ultimately comes 
from fear. If I cause enough of a mess, then people will never ask 
me again to do something I don’t want to do. But that backfires 
after a while, so you don’t want to do that. You grow up.”
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Hardy’s difficult years

The ex-fiancé of actress Sofia Vergara 
is suing the Modern Family star to 

prevent her from destroying two 
frozen female embryos the former 
couple conceived through in-vitro 

fertilization in 2013. Vergara, 42, 
split from businessman Nick 
Loeb last May—six months after 
the pair had the embryos stored 
at a Beverly Hills clinic. Vergara, 
who is currently planning her 
wedding to actor Joe Manganiel-
lo, says she has “no desire to have 
children with her ex” and plans to 
leave them frozen indefinitely. But 
Loeb, who says he believes that life 
begins at conception, argues that 

he “created these two female embryos with 
the purpose of taking them to term. I have 
always dreamed of being a father.” 

Ben Affleck pressured producers of the 
PBS family history series Finding Your Roots 
to hide the fact that his ancestors were slave 
owners, according to a new batch of hacked 
Sony emails published by the website 
WikiLeaks. “We’ve never had anyone ever 
try to censor or edit what we found,” ex-
ecutive producer Henry Louis Gates Jr.—a 
Harvard University scholar—wrote in an 
email to Sony USA chief Michael Lynton in 
2014, after Affleck made the request. “To do 
this would be a violation of PBS rules, actu-
ally, even for Batman,” Gates wrote. “He’s a 
megastar. What do we do?” Lynton advised 
Gates to “take it out if no one knows.” Gates 
ultimately gave in to Affleck’s demand, and 

focused only on the actor’s ancestors who 
had fought in the Revolutionary War and 
marched for civil rights. 

Chef Bobby Flay was dumped by wife 
Stephanie March after the Law & Order 
actress discovered his affair with a young 
assistant, a friend of March’s has claimed. 
March’s friend, actress Maia Madison, told 
the New York Post that Flay, 50, had been 
cooking up some side dishes with his 
28-year-old assistant for more than three 
years. March’s lawyers are challenging the 
prenup she signed, under which the celeb-
rity chef—worth an estimated $9 million—is 
to pay her $5,000 a month. Flay’s business 
partner warned March, 40, not to air the 
couple’s dirty laundry in public. “She will 
look uglier when other things come out,” the 
business partner said.  



What has gone wrong?  
Very little has gone right for Libya since 
Oct. 20, 2011, when longtime dictator 
Col. Muammar al-Qaddafi was dragged 
from a drainage pipe outside the city 
of Sirte, beaten with shoes and sticks, 
and shot in the head by militiamen. A 
NATO-led coalition had helped the reb-
els topple Qaddafi’s much-hated regime 
with a punishing bombing campaign, in 
the hope that his fall would precipitate a 
new era of democracy and prosperity in 
the oil-rich North African nation. After 
Qaddafi’s death, NATO leaders called 
their involvement “a model interven-
tion,” and President Obama declared, “Without putting a single 
U.S. service member on the ground, we achieved our objectives.” 
But four years later, Libya is economically and politically broken, 
and may end up splitting in two. It has two governments and two 
parliaments; extremist Islamist militias are causing mayhem; and 
about 3,000 people have been killed in fighting since last summer. 
Libya’s lawlessness and unguarded coasts have made it the main 
conduit for illegal immigration into Europe, leading to tragedies 
such as this week’s boat capsizing that cost 900 people their lives.

Is the West doing anything about Libya?  
Not lately. Libya comes far behind Ukraine, Syria, and Islamic ter-
rorism on the world’s list of emergencies, and the West has been 
reluctant to intervene since Islamists burned down the U.S. consul-
ate in Benghazi in 2012, killing U.S. Ambassador J. Christopher 
Stevens and three other Americans. But leaving Libya to its own 
devices was, in a sense, always part of the plan. The original 
“light footprint” NATO mission, led by the U.S., the U.K., and 
France, was supposed to put Libyans in charge of rebuilding their 
country. “We’re under no illusions,” Obama said in 2011. “Libya 
will travel a long and winding road to full democracy.” 

How did things get so bad?  
One reason Qaddafi was able to hold power so long was his 
skill, and brutality, in dealing with 
Libya’s numerous clans and tribal fac-
tions. Now these militias—heavily 
armed and with their own territorial 
and religious agendas—have taken over 
and forced the leaders of Libya’s fragile 
official government to flee the capital, 
Tripoli. Thousands of militiamen have 
been added to the state payroll, giv-
ing them authority across the country. 
Libya has also become a proxy for a 
much wider conflict: Its Islamist groups 
are backed by Qatar and Turkey, while 
its more secular forces get weapons and 
funding from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and 
the U.A.E. 

Who, exactly, is fighting whom?  
Two main factions are slugging it out. 
In the west, Libya Dawn, a coalition 

of Islamist groups and former rebels 
against Qaddafi, controls Tripoli and 
the main airport. The east is more 
or less under the control of Dignity, 
an alliance between Libya’s House of 
Representatives—recognized abroad 
as the legitimate parliament, and cur-
rently sitting in the eastern city of 
Tobruk—and Gen. Khalifa Haftar, 
a former Qaddafi-era military com-
mander who has vowed to “purify” 
the country of terrorists and Islamists 
(see box). Neither side is stable. Local 
militias join forces one month and 
turn against one another the next. 

In the power vacuum, some extremists are swearing allegiance 
to the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria; ISIS fighters beheaded 21 
Egyptian Christians in February and shot an unknown number of 
Ethiopian Christians this week.

Which side is going to win? 
Neither Libya Dawn nor Dignity seems capable of taking control 
of the country by force. What may prove decisive is not military 
strength, but money. Libya has Africa’s largest oil reserves, but the 
oil is ceasing to flow. Recent raids by ISIS fighters have closed 11 
oil fields; exports are running at 200,000 barrels a day, a fraction 
of capacity. Mashala Zwai, one of the country’s two oil ministers, 
says Libya will run out of money in 18 months if normal supplies 
aren’t soon resumed. “By next year,” he says, “the state won’t be 
able to pay Libyans’ salaries.”
 
What impact will all this have?  
The effects of the conflict are already being felt across the region. 
Arms from Libya are turning up in Syria and in sub-Saharan 
Africa, and the steady stream of tens of thousands of illegal 
immigrants through Libyan ports has Europe in an uproar. In the 
longer term, the chaos will likely deter the U.N. and NATO from 
embarking on similar interventions to protect civilian populations 
or topple dictators. Obama said last year the West had “under-

estimated” how much assistance 
would be needed once Qaddafi was 
forced out. “If you’re gonna do 
this,” Obama said, “there has to be 
a much more aggressive effort to 
rebuild societies.” In recent months, 
a constitutional assembly led by 
economics professor Ali Tarhouni 
has tried to write a new constitu-
tion that would unite the country 
by giving each faction a share of 
power—a plan backed by the U.N. 
But militia leaders seem more inter-
ested in settling their differences on 
the battlefield. “The only moderates 
in this country are the ones who are 
forced to be,” says Tarhouni. “The 
military situation has to mature 
more before the conditions are ripe 
for a dialogue.” 

Briefing NEWS 11

Libyan fighters allied with Dignity in Benghazi

The collapse of Libya
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National savior, or another Qaddafi?  
Of all the politicians and militia leaders now bat-
tling for supremacy in Libya, Gen. Khalifa Haftar 
is the figure most likely to decisively influence 
the country’s future. A former army cadet, Haftar 
joined Qaddafi’s coup to seize power in Libya in 
1969. He led a war against Chad in 1987, but was 
disavowed by the Qaddafi regime after being 
captured by enemy troops. For 20 years, Haftar 
lived in the U.S., in northern Virginia, and from 
there led the National Front for the Salvation 
of Libya, a CIA-backed group that plotted the 
overthrow of Qaddafi. When his country fell into 
chaos after Qaddafi’s death in 2011, he headed 
home to lead the Dignity alliance. His sole ambi-
tion, he tells The New Yorker, is serving “the peo-
ple’s needs.” When asked if that service could one 
day include running for president, Haftar smiled 
and replied, “I would have no problem with that.”

Liberated with Western help from Qaddafi’s rule in 2011, Libya is now a largely forgotten, lawless land.
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A Southwest Airlines flight 
was delayed for nearly two 
hours after a passenger al-
legedly jabbed her seatmate 
with a pen to stop his snor-
ing. Fellow fliers said Lenny 
Mordarski started snoring 
as the New Hampshire–
bound flight taxied down the 
runway at Chicago’s Midway 
Airport. His loud wheezing 
and snorting infuriated the 
woman in the next seat, who 
frantically poked Mordarski’s 
arm with a pen, causing him 
to wake with a scream. It was 
like “being stung by bees,” 
he said. Crew members 
escorted the woman from 
the plane; Mordarski was left 
with light bruising and ink 
stains on his shirt.

A Chinese 
woman is so 
fond of her 
187-pound 
pet pig, 
Streaky Ba-
con, that she 
dresses him, 
walks him on a leash, and 
shares a bed with him every 
night. Zhu Chou, 27, has 
owned the 3-year-old porker 
since he was a piglet, and 
she regularly posts photos 
online of herself snuggling 
with Streaky under a blanket 
and trotting with him through 
the streets of Beijing. Zhu’s 
husband said he tries to be 
“tolerant” of the big pig, but 
Zhu said Streaky deserves all 
the attention he gets. “He’s 
one of the family,” she said. 

 A home-brew club in Ore-
gon will soon start making 
beer from treated sewage 
water. Clean Water Services, 
which runs four waste water 
treatment plants in the Port-
land area, will let the Oregon 
Brew Crew use recycled 
sewage to make batches of 
beer. “I’m excited,” said Lee 
Hedgmon, president of the 
club. “I’m trying to think of a 
really cool recipe.” Hedgmon 
said that the treated water 
tastes fine on its own, and 
will taste even better when 
made into ale or pilsner. 

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

What’s the best way to empower Iran’s democratic reformers? asked 
Peter Beinart. America’s hawks insist that even more crippling sanc-
tions, threats of war, and perhaps real war will bring the dictators 
in Tehran to their knees, thereby liberating the Iranian people. But 
Iranian dissidents such as Akbar Ganji adamantly disagree. Ganji, 
the country’s preeminent antigovernment activist, last week called the 
framework nuclear deal between the U.S. and Iran “a great victory” 
for average Iranians and pleaded with the West to drop sanctions and 
threats of war. Why? A cold or real war with the West doesn’t weaken 
the mullahs; it gives them a propaganda tool with which to discredit 
reformers and enforce a crackdown on all dissent. It also impover-
ishes “the very middle class best able to create and sustain democratic 
change.” When 22 prominent Iranian human-rights activists were sur-
veyed last year, “every one endorsed the negotiations.” Who do you 
think knows more about Iran’s internal dynamics: the people who put 
their lives on the line to fight theocratic rule or U.S. hawks for whom 
bombing is always the best option?

Race used to be “the deepest divide in American society,” said Dana 
Milbank, but now it’s party affiliation. In a recent study, researchers 
from Stanford and Princeton found that Americans are more likely 
to discriminate based on others’ political views than on their race, 
gender, or indeed anything else. So pronounced is this “partisan ani-
mus” that people self-segregate into neighborhoods filled with “like-
minded partisans,” choose partners based on their political views, and 
frown on their kid’s marrying an—ugh!—Republican or Democrat. 
In this climate of “hyperpartisanship,” liberals and conservatives have 
become warring tribes, viewing each other not just as mistaken but 
also as threats to the nation’s well-being. And while “social norms” 
constrain most people from using race- or gender-based insults, it’s 
now commonplace for partisans to call each other “knuckle-dragging 
Neanderthals,” “traitors,” and worse. To win votes or bigger audience 
share, politicians and the media pander to these angry sentiments with 
“overheated rhetoric,” creating a “tribal cycle of hatred.” With the 
electorate so polarized, how will Washington ever function? 

“A living cartoonist lecturing his murdered colleagues makes for a 
curious spectacle,” said Ross Douthat. But that’s exactly what Garry 
Trudeau did last week while receiving an award for his Doonesbury 
comic strip. Trudeau used the occasion to criticize the cartoonists for 
Charlie Hebdo, the French satirical magazine, who were gunned down 
by Islamic fanatics for their mockery of radical Islam. Trudeau called 
the Hebdo cartoons “hate speech,” and said that by deliberately of-
fending Europe’s Muslim immigrants, the satirists were “punching 
downward…attacking a powerless, disenfranchised minority” and 
“ridiculing the nonprivileged.” For modern progressives, the defini-
tions of “privilege” and “power” are curiously narrow. When religious 
fanatics take up arms to kill journalists, are the white Europeans really 
the oppressors and the killers the oppressed? What about the Pakistani 
gangs who recently raped hundreds of working-class white women in 
Britain, or Muslims who firebomb Parisian synagogues and perpetrate 
anti-Semitic violence throughout Europe? Progressives like Trudeau 
should reconsider their “official hierarchy of victimhood.”  

Why Iran’s
dissidents 
want a deal
Peter Beinart
TheAtlantic.com

Are Islamic 
terrorists less 
‘privileged’?
Ross Douthat
The New York Times

The last 
acceptable
bigotry
Dana Milbank
The Washington Post

“I require every new FBI special agent and intelligence analyst to go to the 
Holocaust Museum. I want them to learn about abuse of authority on a 

breathtaking scale. I want them to see humanity and what we are capable of. I want them to see 
that, although this slaughter was led by sick and evil people, those sick and evil leaders were joined 
by, and followed by, people who loved their families, took soup to a sick neighbor, went to church, 
and gave to charity. Good people helped murder millions. And that’s the most frightening lesson of 
all—that our very humanity made us capable of, even susceptible to, surrendering our individual 
moral authority to the group, where it can be hijacked by evil.” 

FBI Director James Comey in a speech last week

Viewpoint



    I Hate Annuities…and So Should You!

If you own an annuity or if 
someone is trying to sell you 
one, I urge you to call for 
your free report. Annuities 
can lock you into low returns, 
complicate your tax situation, 
tie up your wealth and hit you 
with high fees. If you have an 
annuity, my team can help you 
decide if it is right for you. And 
if it isn’t, we might be able to 
help you get out of it and even 
help you off set some of the 
annuity surrender fees.*

Th is free report could save 
you from making one of the 
biggest investment mistakes 
of your life. And for owners 
of annuities, the free analysis 
could be a life saver.

 

Ken Fisher
– CEO and Co-Chief Investment 

Offi  cer, Fisher Investments
– Forbes “Portfolio Strategy” 

columnist for 30 years
– Author of more than 10 

fi nancial books, including four 
New York Times bestsellers 

 
 Please hurry! Th is off er contains timely information.

Call today for your FREE report!
1-800-695-5929 

Reference code AG41 when calling

 ©2015 Fisher Investments. 5525 NW Fisher Creek Drive, Camas, WA 98607. 
Investments in securities involve the risk of loss. 
Past performance is no guarantee of future returns.
* Rebates are for investors who liquidate an annuity with surrender penalties 

and fund a Private Client Group account. Average rebates from 8/1/2011 to 
1/31/2015 were $12,795.14.  Terms and conditions apply. 
See www.AnnuityAssist.com/Terms-and-Conditions for further information.  

**As of 12/31/2014.
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Th e Soothing Sound Of Guaranteed Income
Many investors currently own or are considering annuities. Aft er all, they are 
sold as safe investments, off ering dependable and predictable returns, no matter 
what the market does. And that sounds very appealing, especially aft er suff ering 
through the worst bear market since the Great Depression. So what’s the problem 
with annuities?

What You Might Not Know About Annuities 
Could Come Back To Haunt You
Before you put your hard-earned money into an annuity, or if you already own one, 
please call 1-800-695-5929 for a special report, Annuity Insights: Nine Questions 
Every Annuity Investor Should Ask. It could help save you hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and untold fi nancial heartache.  
Th e vast majority of annuities are really complicated insurance policies that make 
it very diffi  cult to fully understand the implications and unintended consequences. 
And once you buy into an annuity, it can be a very diffi  cult and potentially very costly 
investment decision to reverse. Th at’s why it is vital you “look before you leap” and 
ensure that you have “your eyes wide open” before you purchase an annuity. And if 
you already own an annuity, this free report is just as valuable as it can help you sort 
out the good, the bad and the ugly aspects of annuities.

What You’ll Learn From Th is Free Report
• Th e diff erent types of annuities and the advantages and disadvantages of each
• Why annuities can be complex to understand
• What you need to ask an annuity salesman when evaluating his product
• Th e infl ation risk, tax implications, estate planning considerations and typical 

annuity fees

Stuck In An Annuity?
Because people oft en regret their annuity decision, Fisher Investments has helped many 
investors extract themselves from annuities. In fact, if you have a portfolio of $500,000 
or more, we may rebate some or all of your annuity surrender penalties. Rebates average 
nearly $13,000.* Please call for details and to see if you might qualify.

About Fisher Investments
Fisher Investments is a money management fi rm serving successful individuals as well 
as large institutional investors. With over $61 billion** in assets under management 
and with a track record of over 35 years in bull and bear markets, Fisher Investments 
uses its proprietary research to manage money for investors.
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POLAND When will Americans learn basic history? asked 
Pawel Wronski. FBI Director James Comey gave 
an offensively ignorant speech about the Holo-
caust last week in which he accused Poles of being 
“murderers and accomplices” to Hitler. In Comey’s 
view, Poles who had the misfortune of living in a 
Nazi-occupied country must share the blame for 
Germany’s mass extermination of Jews. Predict-
ably, we Poles have criticized ourselves for being 
labeled genocidal. Columnists here say we have 
wallowed in a “pedagogy of shame” and promoted 
misleading films such as the Oscar-nominated Ida, 
in which a World War II–era Polish family kills 

the Jews they are supposed to hide. But the blame 
surely lies with the Americans, who haven’t taught 
their top leaders the facts of the war. Remember in 
2012, when President Obama was forced to apolo-
gize after referring to “Polish death camps” while 
posthumously awarding the Medal of Freedom to 
Polish war hero Jan Karski? So America, please 
heed these simple facts: The Nazis overran Poland, 
and they are the ones who committed the crimes. 
Unlike France, we had no collaborationist govern-
ment. The U.S. ambassador to Warsaw has con-
demned the FBI director’s words, but Poles want 
more. Comey needs to “apologize—in person.”

Swiss nationalists are trying to claim our tradi-
tional neutrality as their own political property, 
said Andrea Franc. Switzerland has never joined 
the European Union, and the Swiss People’s Party 
(SVP) likes to say that’s because we are at heart “a 
people of hardworking mountain farmers.” The 
SVP has heroically kept us out of the EU, it claims, 
ensuring a political independence in keeping with 
our stubborn self-reliant spirit. But the idea that in-
dependence is the provenance of one party is a fan-
tasy. In fact, almost every flavor of political leaning 
in Switzerland supports neutrality. The radical 
leftists, for example, who gained influence after the 

1968 student protests, adopted “a radical critique 
of European and international organizations,” 
seeing them as imperialist and colonialist. The 
Greens, for their part, have always had a “small 
is beautiful” ethos, arguing that sustainable living 
is easiest on a small scale. And libertarian-leaning 
private enterprise supports neutrality as a way of 
maintaining autonomy in business deals. So, yes, 
we Swiss do have the skepticism toward European 
bureaucracy attributed to mountain folk, but all 
of us have it, including “intellectual, urban, and 
cosmopolitan circles.” We’re not  isolationist—far 
from it. We’re merely “self-reliant.”
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Europe has offered a “typically 
incoherent response” to the tragedy 
unfolding on its southern shores, 
said The Times (U.K.) in an edito-
rial. More than a Titanic’s worth of 
desperate refugees from Africa and 
the Middle East have drowned in 
the Mediterranean in the past week 
as they tried to reach Italy and 
claim asylum. So far this year, at 
least 1,750 migrants have perished 
in the sea, 30 times more than in 
the same period in 2014. The Eu-
ropean Union is partly to blame for 
that surge. Late last year, the Italian 
navy ended its successful but expen-
sive Mare Nostrum rescue operation, which intercepted people 
smugglers’ overcrowded, unseaworthy vessels after they set sail 
from Libya. Italy pleaded for financial help to run the operation, 
but other European Union governments—notably Britain’s— 
refused, fearing that saving migrants would only encourage more 
to attempt the dangerous journey. And so the EU replaced Mare 
Nostrum with a “token” rescue program involving a few patrol 
boats, sending a signal “of callous indifference.” 

Why is this Europe’s problem? asked Zbynek Petracek in Lidove 
Noviny (Czech Republic). If “thousands of people are dying in 
Libyan waters,” that’s not Europe’s shame but “rather a disgrace 
for the elites of the Muslim world,” who can neither keep their 
people home nor rescue them when they capsize just offshore. 
Admittedly, Turkey and Lebanon have each taken in more than 

1 million Syrian refugees. But what 
of oil-rich Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
Kuwait, and the Emirates? If those 
countries gave half the support to 
migrants “that they give to jihad-
ists,” there would be no mass 
drownings in the Mediterranean.

“How did we end up in this moral 
vacuum where we lose any sense 
of connection to other human be-
ings?” asked Suzanne Moore in The 
Guardian (U.K.). Some Europeans 
deny responsibility for the migrants, 
and others—notably the far right 
in Britain—are actually proposing 

shooting the boats out of the water. This nasty, racist attitude has 
now “contaminated public life,” to the point where shrugging 
off the deaths of thousands of people is a mainstream position. 

The EU isn’t cruel—it simply doesn’t have its act together, said 
Niklaus Nuspliger in the Neue Zürcher Zeitung (Switzerland). 
There’s ostensibly a common asylum policy, yet Brussels has no 
way of imposing uniform standards on EU member states, who 
are responsible for policing their own borders. That bureaucratic 
mess allows EU bigwigs and national governments to blame 
each other for failing to prevent migrant deaths. Unless Europe 
intends to “stand idly by as spectators to this deadly spring,” it 
will have to create a common naval operation for both border 
protection and migrant rescue. Europe likes to claim a “moral 
superiority” over other cultures. Let’s see it in action.

European Union: Overwhelmed by boat people

Victims, not  
villains, in the 
Holocaust
Pawel Wronski
Gazeta Wyborcza

SWITZERLAND

Migrants who survived the crossing wait to be processed.

Why we are 
so fiercely 
independent
Andrea Franc
Neue Zürcher Zeitung
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Sometimes Canada’s laudable tolerance can veer 
too far toward political correctness, said Ian 
Young. As an ethnic Chinese journalist long based 
in Hong Kong and now in Vancouver, I respect 
Canadians’ “desire to avoid unnecessary offense.” 
It’s usually an asset in this diverse city, where 
around 30 percent of residents are at least part 
Chinese. But let’s not entirely lose our sense of 
humor. Plenty of cars here sport bumper stickers 
that say “Chinese Driver,” written in the same 
font as the stickers student drivers must display. 
It’s obviously a play on the “racist assumption”—
provably wrong, by the way—that “Chinese, or 

Asians in general, are lousy drivers.” The driv-
ers who slap these on their cars are, of course, 
Chinese. They are poking fun at the stereotype, 
“subverting it” by appropriating it. These stickers 
have been around for years, but last week a white 
person complained and the controversy made the 
TV news. Surely this white Canadian meant well, 
but he was missing the point. “Mocking a racist 
stereotype by wearing it proudly doesn’t count as 
racism.” Now if someone were slapping the stick-
ers onto Chinese-owned cars without the drivers’ 
knowledge, that would be racist. But Chinese 
people doing it to themselves? That’s funny. 

New Zealand’s spy agency is entirely at the service 
of the U.S., said David Fisher. Thanks to leaks 
from former National Security Agency contractor 
Edward Snowden, we now know that our spies 
provide data to America under the Five Eyes ar-
rangement that includes us, the U.S., the U.K., Aus-
tralia, and Canada. Ostensibly, the five countries 
share intelligence, but in practice, the U.S. “is the 
sole country with the status of ‘first partner,’ with 
the other four countries accorded ‘second partner’ 
status.” That means that although New Zealand 
presents itself as an independent nation, having 
its own relationship with, for example, China, in 

 reality we operate as “a Trojan horse—or even 
Trojan kiwi—for NSA intelligence-gathering ef-
forts.” We have already, according to leaks, turned 
over information about a Chinese government data 
link in Auckland, presumably so the NSA could 
hack into it. What price are we paying for this, and 
what happens if we refuse to play along? Would 
the U.S. retaliate by not telling us of a terrorist plot 
on our own soil? Australia, Canada, and the U.K. 
have held legislative inquiries to examine their own 
roles in Five Eyes. New Zealand must do the same, 
to determine whether we are compromising our 
integrity, and our independence.
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We ethnic
Chinese can
take a joke
Ian Young
South China Morning Post 
(China)

Spying for
America’s
interests
David Fisher
New Zealand Herald

The murders are sudden, random, said 
Beauregard Tromp and James Oatway 
in the Sunday Times (South Africa). 
We witnessed one just a few days ago. 
Mozambique national Emmanuel 
Sithole was walking down a street in 
Johannesburg’s Alexandra Township, 
past foreign-owned businesses looted 
the previous night. Suddenly four men 
set upon him, smashing his head with 
a wrench, stabbing him with a knife, 
and kicking him. Sithole “raised his 
hands, pleading for mercy,” but in vain. 
We dragged him to a nearby clinic, but 
the doctor scheduled to be on duty hadn’t shown up “because 
he was a foreigner and feared being a victim of xenophobia.” 
 Sithole, 35, died of his injuries.

The shocking images of Sithole’s murder have jolted the coun-
try, said Ntombi Mbovu in the Mail & Guardian (South 
Africa). We must ask ourselves: Why are black South Africans 
once again turning on other black Africans? The attacks that 
began in Durban two weeks ago and spread to other cities have 
raised fears of another wave of xenophobic violence like that in 
2008, when 62 foreigners were killed. Already this time, dozens 
of shops have been looted and at least eight people murdered. 
Thousands of immigrants from Ethiopia, Somalia, Zimbabwe, 
Mozambique, and elsewhere have fled their homes, sheltering 
in camps set up by charity groups. Some say the xenophobic 
attacks are worse than anything they’ve seen “in their own 
fraught countries.” 

Many, including this newspaper, 
blame South Africa’s Zulu king, 
Goodwill Zwelithini, for spark-
ing the wave of attacks, said The 
 Mercury (South Africa) in an edito-
rial. A month ago, he was reported to 
have said that immigrants “dirty our 
streets” and should “pack their bags 
and leave” the country. The attacks 
on migrants and foreign-owned shops 
started soon after that. But the king 
insists his words were misreported, 
and this week he finally condemned 
the violence. President Jacob Zuma, 

too, addressed the nation, saying, “Those perpetrators do not 
represent us. South Africans are not killers.”

That “astonishingly tardy response” from our president is far 
too tepid, said William Gumede in The Guardian (U.K.). The 
truth is that South Africa “is a deeply violent society.”  Apartheid 
pitted white against black, black against brown, all against 
mixed race, and all against South Asian immigrants. It left “a 
legacy of not only interracial group and color prejudice but also 
prejudice against Africans from outside the country.” Zuma, for 
example, said last year that black South Africans should behave 
better than “typical” blacks from “Africa.” As his government 
fails to improve the lives of poor black South Africans, is it any 
wonder they turn against the better-educated immigrants who 
own stores and businesses? As long as our democratic institu-
tions keep failing us, we will turn to “populist, tribalist, ethnic, 
and fundamentalist solutions.”

South Africa: Grappling with anti-immigrant violence

Sithole is brutally attacked by a xenophobic thug.
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After several years of 
strong sales boosted by 
fears of new gun restric-
tions, firearms manufac-
turers saw sales drop 12 
percent last year, accord-
ing to the number of 
federal background checks. 
About 31 percent of U.S. 
households reported 
having a firearm in 2014, 
compared with more than 
50 percent in 1977.  
The Wall Street Journal

Americans paid more in-
come tax in raw dollars in 
2014 than ever before. The 
Office of Management and 
Budget estimates that $1.4 
trillion was turned over in 
income tax last year, or 
around $4,400 per person. 
The total is expected to 
rise once more in 2015.  
WashingtonPost.com

A Japanese maglev bul-
let train has broken the all-
time speed record for rail 
vehicles, hitting 366 miles 
per hour on a test track. By 

com-
pari-

son, 
the fastest 

train operat-
ing in the U.S. 

is Amtrak’s Acela, 
which tops out at 

150 mph and averages 68 
mph on its Washington-to-
Boston run.  
Vox.com

E-cigarettes are now 
more popular among high 
school students than regu-
lar cigarettes. In 2014, 13.4 
percent of high schoolers 
admitted using e-cigs, 
while 9 percent said they 
smoked cigarettes.  
Los Angeles Times

The 60 percent drop in 
oil prices over the past 
year has hit North Dakota’s 
fracking industry hard, with 
the number of active drill-
ing rigs dropping from 218 
to fewer than 100. Some 
workers who arrived dur-
ing the height of the boom 
are heading home. 
NationalJournal.com 

Aaron Hernandez: The NFL’s violence problem
“What a ridiculous and senseless 
waste,” said Nancy Armour in 
USA Today. As a star tight end 
for the New England Patriots, 
Aaron Hernandez had played in 
the Super Bowl and “signed a 
$40 million contract before his 
24th birthday.” Today, at age 25, 
he is facing life in prison without 
parole after being convicted last 
week of the brutal, execution-
style murder of his onetime 
friend Odin Lloyd. Hernandez will soon begin 
another trial, on charges he shot and killed two 
other men for accidentally spilling his drink at a 
Boston nightclub. The Patriots were well aware 
of Hernandez’s troubling history when they 
drafted him in 2010: At the University of Florida, 
he had engaged in bar fights and been accused 
of assault, and he was a suspect in the shooting 
of two men. But Hernandez had also helped the 
Gators win the 2008 national title, so the Patriots 
looked the other way. Hernandez evidently con-
cluded that “so long as you’re succeeding on the 
field, it doesn’t matter what you’re doing off it.” 

Sorry, but you can’t pin this on the NFL, said 
Roxanne Jones in CNN.com. “Despite the ugly 
headlines,” arrest rates for NFL players are well 
below national averages for young men. And 

you can’t blame the Patriots for 
drafting him—scores of play-
ers have overcome checkered 
pasts, and no amount of psy-
chological testing could have 
predicted “Hernandez would 
end up a murderer.” Maybe so, 
said Susan Zalkind in TheDaily 
Beast.com, but the Patriots’ 
own scouting report said that 
Hernandez “enjoyed living on 
the edge of acceptable behav-

ior” and warned that he might prove “a prob-
lem.” Maybe the NFL didn’t recognize him as a 
potential criminal “because it didn’t want to.”
 
The real problem may be the nature of football 
itself, said Michael Weinreb in RollingStone.com.  
Yes, Hernandez would appear to be “an outlier”—
a psychopath who had “shed any regard for 
human life.” But football is a “terrifyingly fero-
cious sport” in which mammoth men hit each 
other so hard that it’s “not unfathomable to imag-
ine” a death on the playing field. People who play 
the game must become inured to violence and 
pain; indeed, some speak openly of the pleasure 
they take in crushing hits that sap their oppo-
nents’ wills. Is it any wonder that some players 
fail to switch off the violent, dominating behavior 
when they leave the stadium?

Noted

“Hillary Clinton is probably going to win the 
2016 election,” said Jonathan Chait in NYMag 
.com. Not necessarily because she’s a great 
candidate, but because Democratic presidential 
nominees now enjoy a big mathematical advan-
tage over their Republican rivals. America’s two 
major parties are now strongly polarized along 
racial, cultural, and religious lines, and the vast 
majority of voters identify with one party while 
regarding the other side “with incomprehension 
and loathing.” Gone are the days of split tickets 
and voting “for the man, not the party.” The 
extreme partisanship helps the Democrats more 
on Election Day: A new Pew Research poll finds 
that 48 percent of Americans lean Democratic, 
to 39 percent who lean Republican. And since 
young people and minorities—who strongly lean 
Democratic—are growing as a proportion of the 
electorate with every election, there truly is an 
“emerging Democratic majority.”

You’re forgetting one big chink in the Democratic 
Party’s armor, said Doyle McManus in the Los 
Angeles Times. “The white working-class male 
voter.” Democrats have alienated working-class 
voters in recent years, which is one reason the 
party got so badly whipped in the 2014 midterm 

elections. This trend leaves Democrats vulnerable 
to any Republican presidential candidate “who 
could win a healthy share of minority voters”—
as George W. Bush did in 2000 and 2004. Pre-
dictions based on “emerging” majorities always 
presume that the parties stay constant, said Sean 
Trende in RealClearPolitics.com. But the losing 
party “always adapts,” and looks for ways to 
“steal groups from the other coalition.” If liberals 
force Clinton to run to the left, while the Repub-
licans nominate a center-right candidate, white 
suburbanites who are sick of taxes might cross 
over and change the election dynamics.

Democrats better not take this election for 
granted, said Damon Linker in TheWeek.com. 
Independents now make up 39 percent of the 
 electorate—“the highest level in over 75 years”—
and a huge chunk of voters could be persuaded 
to vote Republican “by the right candidate.” 
That’s actually unlikely, said Charlie Cook in the 
National Journal. People who call themselves 
independents are usually closet partisans who vote 
for one party on Election Day as consistently as 
those registered to a party. Given that only 39 per-
cent of the country’s voters lean Republican, the 
GOP’s political future looks “deeply unsettling.” 

Democrats: An era of White House dominance?

Hernandez: A troubling history 



“Nothing in life is to be 
feared; it is only to be 

understood.” 
Marie Curie, quoted in 

the Omaha World-Herald 

“One must forgive fashion 
everything because it dies 

so young.” 
Jean Cocteau, quoted in 

Artforum.com

“The philosophy of the 
schoolroom in one genera-
tion will be the philosophy 
of government in the next.” 

Abraham Lincoln, quoted 
in the Huntington, W.Va., 

Herald-Dispatch

“Whenever you do a 
thing, act as if all the 

world were watching.” 
Thomas Jefferson, quoted in 

DallasNews.com

“How we spend our days 
is, of course, how we 

spend our lives.” 
Author Annie Dillard, quoted 

in NYTimes.com

“You don’t lead by point-
ing and telling people 

someplace to go. You lead 
by going to that place and 

making a case.” 
Ken Kesey, quoted in  

RefDesk.com

“You should always leave 
the party 10 minutes 

before you actually do.”  
Cartoonist Gary Larson, 
quoted in Investors.com

Talking points

THE WEEK May 1, 2015

Wit & 
Wisdom

A
P

NEWS 17

Poll watch
60% of Americans want 

Boston Marathon bomber 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev to get 
the death penalty. 30% 
think he should get life in 
prison instead. In general, 
56% support the death 
penalty for murder, down 
from 78% in 1988.
CBS News

56% of New Jersey vot-
ers disapprove of the job 
Chris Christie is doing as 
governor, and only 38% 
approve—his lowest rat-
ing ever. 65% do not think 
he would make a good 
president. 
Quinnipiac University

It was a short-lived celebration, said Nancy A. 
Youssef in TheDailyBeast.com. When President 
Obama and Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
met in Washington, D.C., last week, they jointly 
boasted about the defeat of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria in the Iraqi city of Tikrit. Iraqi 
forces had “reclaimed 25 percent of Iraqi terri-
tory from ISIS since 2014,” Pentagon officials 
said. The next step would be to retake Mosul 
and essentially drive ISIS out of Iraq. But then the 
jihadists seized control of three small cities near 
the key Sunni city of Ramadi and surrounded 
Ramadi itself—abruptly stopping the coalition’s 
momentum. Now ISIS is on the brink of “a 
devastating win,” said Tom Rogan in National 
Review.com. If the jihadists take Ramadi, they 
will declare themselves rulers of Anbar province—
the Sunni heartland. Iraq’s Shiite-led government 
will lose all credibility among Sunnis, “and Iraq’s 
collapse into civil war becomes ever more likely.” 
  
No need to panic, said Christopher Holshek 
in ForeignPolicy.com. ISIS may be able to take 
ground here and there, but its outnumbered 
fighters are finding it increasingly difficult to 
hold on to that territory. More importantly, ISIS 

is now hated by most of the Sunnis it governs, 
and it’s easy to see why: Within the group’s self-
declared caliphate, prices for basic goods have 
soared, food has become scarce, and residents 
fear the group’s draconian religious police. Tikrit 
won’t be the last ISIS stronghold to fall. As the 
jihadists are now learning, “rarely has anyone 
won a war with the population against them.”      
  
“In the long run, the jihadists in Iraq will be 
defeated,” said The Washington Post in an edi-
torial. “But how it happens matters greatly.” If 
President Obama remains squeamish about fully 
committing U.S. airpower and continues to refuse 
to supply the Iraqi army with tanks and other 
heavy weapons, Iraq’s government will continue 
to rely on Iranian-backed Shiite militias “noto-
rious for their brutality and sectarian aims.” 
Atrocities against Sunni civilians will ensue, 
and we’ll be right back to square one. To bring 
the Sunnis back into Iraq, said Manal Omar in 
 Foreign Policy.com, Baghdad must deal with Iraqi 
unemployment, which has passed 25 percent, 
and give Sunnis a real share of power. Winning 
the war against ISIS is a big deal. But “winning 
the peace in Iraq is bigger.”

ISIS: A turning point in the war?

Christie: Still hoping for a comeback
The “Chris Christie comeback tour” is under-
way, said Eliana Johnson in NationalReview 
.com. A year after the New Jersey governor’s 
presidential ambitions were torpedoed by 
the George Washington Bridge 
scandal, the pugnacious politi-
cian has been campaigning 
in the key primary state of 
New Hampshire, trying to 
force himself back into the 
running. In one of several 
town hall meetings there last week, 
he unveiled an “ambitious plan” to 
keep Social Security solvent by raising 
the retirement age to 69 and reduc-
ing payments for retirees who have incomes over 
$80,000. Christie is pinning all his hopes on win-
ning New Hampshire, a state whose feisty, inde-
pendent voters are known for “reviving once-
moribund presidential campaigns,” said Michael 
Barbaro in The New York Times. To change his 
reputation as a bombastic bully, he’s presenting 
himself as a gutsy problem solver and trying to 
“climb out of this hole one town hall at a time.”

It’ll be a tough climb, said Jaime Fuller in 
NYMag.com. Christie topped polling for the 
2016 GOP nomination before Bridgegate, but 
now languishes near the bottom, behind Jeb 
Bush, Scott Walker, Rand Paul, and Marco 
Rubio. Only about a quarter of Republicans view 

Christie favorably, and 57 percent can’t 
see themselves voting for him. What’s 
more, the federal investigation into his 

staff’s involvement in Bridgegate and 
other scandals is reportedly set to 
end soon, and “indictments will 
likely follow.” Christie needed 
to do something bold to get 
back on the radar, said Seth 
Mandel in Commentary 
Magazine.com. But to stand 

any chance of winning New 
Hampshire, he needs “every other 
serious candidate to implode.” 
Christie’s time has passed. He 

and his Social Security plan will be nothing more 
than “a footnote in the story of 2016.”

Don’t be so sure, said Drew Cline in the New 
Hampshire Union Leader. For all his flaws, the 
New Jersey governor can “work a room like no 
other 2016 hopeful,” and Republicans here in 
New Hampshire “react well to bold candidates 
with strong personalities.” Besides, it’s early. 
John McCain “didn’t lead a single poll” in the 
Granite State during the second half of 2007, 
but eventually won the primary. Even if Christie 
manages to pull off an upset in New Hampshire, 
the victory might not give him enough momen-
tum to win the nomination. “But to write him 
off now would be foolish.”

A New Hampshire upset?



When it comes to fair competition on the 
internet, said The Economist, “Europe 
is taking no chances.” After a five-year 
antitrust probe, European Union regula-
tors formally charged Google last week 
with “abusing its dominant position in 
the internet-search market.” They al-
lege the U.S. tech giant, which handles 
more than 90 percent of web searches in 
Europe, harms consumers by placing its 
own Google Shopping results, with links 
to companies that advertise on Google, 
ahead of rival comparison-shopping 
services. Regulators ultimately hope to “set broad principles of 
fairness that Google would have to adhere to” when it presents 
other types of search results, like those for travel deals or local 
restaurant ratings, and require the company to give “rival ser-
vices more prominence.” 

“The regulators should tread more carefully,” said the  Chicago 
Tribune in an editorial. Rather than looking at the size of 
Google’s market share and seeing “only evil,” EU policymakers 
would be better off focusing on “what’s wrong with Europe’s 
culture of innovation.” In the U.S., Google’s rivals “have man-
aged to grab one-third” of the search market, and there’s no 
reason to believe that an “agile European rival” couldn’t do at 
least as well if it didn’t have to contend with the EU’s notori-

ous red tape. If the EU forces Google to 
“promote inferior services at the expense 
of its own,” said Leonid Bershidsky in 
BloombergView.com, “consumers will be 
no better off.” Google Shopping simply 
works better than other options; if a com-
petitor built something better, it could 
quickly gain favor. But it shouldn’t be left 
to bureaucrats to manipulate the market 
in the meantime. “In the tech world, em-
pires and monopolies form and fall too 
fast for regulators and their cumbersome 
procedures to keep up.”

The EU is right to act now, because in a few years, “Google 
might be too big to be held to account,” said James Ball in 
 TheGuardian.com. Google is “such a fixture of any internet 
 user’s life” that it’s easy to forget how quickly it has become 
dominant. It controls nearly 90 percent of the global search 
market; its mobile software runs on three-quarters of the 
world’s smartphones; and Google-owned YouTube is the clear 
leader in online video. In this era of powerful, “near-stateless” 
global tech giants, Europe is one of the few places with enough 
customers to effectively “enforce a rule book.” For better or 
worse, “technology has made the internet the ultimate monop-
oly machine. It’s up to those who make and enforce the law to 
decide what they want to do about it.” 

Monopolies: Is the EU right to take on Google?
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EU regulators say Google abuses its dominance.

IBM launches Watson Health
IBM is bringing artificial intelligence to health 
care, said Steve Lohr in NYTimes.com. Last 
week, the computing giant announced a new 
partnership with Apple, Johnson & Johnson, 
and medical-device maker Medtronic to apply 
its Watson artificial intelligence technology to 
“vast stores of health data and deliver tailored 
insights to hospitals, physicians, insurers, 
researchers, and potentially even individual 
patients.” The initiative, Watson Health, will 
mine data sources, including “patient records, 
digital fitness devices, and smartphone ap-
plications,” to deliver more personalized, 
dynamic care. The move marks the first time 
that Watson will be applied widely within a 
specific industry.

Tinder checks your pics
“If stellar smartphone photo skills are some-
thing you look for in a potential significant 
other,” said Billy Steele in Engadget.com, 
“Tinder’s redesigned profiles are ready to lend 
a hand.” The popular dating app now links 
directly to users’ Instagram accounts, allow-
ing would-be wooers to view recent pictures 
of potential dates before swiping right for 
“yes” or left for “no.” If someone “just can’t 
get enough of your brunch and puppy pics,” 

they can leave Tinder for a look at your full 
Instagram library. The updated platform also 
displays more shared connections from social 
media contact lists, plus a “full list of Face-
book interests, highlighting any matches.” 
The new version is currently available on 
both iOS and Android, and current Tinder 
users have already received automated alerts 
announcing the new features.
 
Periscope in piracy row
HBO has Periscope in its sights, said Brian 
Stelter in CNN.com. The cable channel con-
firmed that it sent take-down notices to the 
Twitter-owned live streaming video service last 
week after several Periscope accounts were de-
tected streaming the season premiere of Game 
of Thrones “simply by pointing a cellphone 
camera at a TV.” Periscope quickly responded 
by taking action against the offending account 
holders, but HBO called on the service’s de-
velopers to do more to “proactively prevent 
mass copyright infringement.” YouTube, 
for one, uses algorithms that can detect 
copyrighted content “the instant it is being 
uploaded.” But since Periscope’s sole utility is 
to allow users to immediately broadcast what-
ever is happening around them, preventing 
piracy may prove vastly more difficult. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

From squea-
mish toddlers 
to muscle-
bound tough 
guys, nobody 
likes get-
ting a shot, 
said Michael 
Franco in 
CNET.com. Now a team of freshmen 
at Rice University have developed a 
gadget that “might bring relief” to 
the procedure. The device, dubbed 
Comfortably Numb and made 
using a 3-D printer, combines water 
and ammonium nitrate—the same 
ingredients found in instant ice 
packs—to cool injection sites and 
make needle pricks less painful. The 
students are currently applying for 
a provisional patent and hope to 
incorporate a needle into the device 
“so that doctors will be able to 
numb and inject in one procedure.” 
The technology could eventually 
be adapted for nonmedical uses 
like tattooing and piercing, said 
developer Greg Allison, but for now 
“we are targeting anyone who has 
to get an injection, which is nearly 
everyone.”

Innovation of the week
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The world’s oldest tools 
Researchers have discovered the oldest 
stone tools on record—a finding that may 
alter our understanding of human evolu-
tion, reports ScienceMag.org. Discovered 
in a remote part of Kenya by a team 
from the State University of New York at 
Stony Brook, the stone flake tools date 
back 3.3 mil lion years. The artifacts’ 
age—which was established by analyzing 
the sediment in which they were found— 
suggests that toolmaking began well before 
the human genus, Homo, emerged some 
2.8 mil lion years ago. The team believes 
the flakes were fashioned by an early, 
chimp-like ancestor of humans, most likely 
a member of the genus Australopithecus 
(made famous by the fossil called Lucy). 
Researchers believe the tools were crafted 
by “knapping”—a technique in which a 
piece of stone, called the core, is struck 
with another rock to produce sharp-edged 
flakes that can be used to cut plants and 
meat. The team found 130 pieces on the 
surface at the site, and also excavated 
20 well-preserved flakes, cores, and make-
shift anvils. Some anthropologists think the 
use of tools may have played a critical role 
in the evolution of Homo, while others 
think tools were discovered and rediscov-
ered several times, by various ancestors on 
our evolutionary tree. 

When the oceans were acidic 
Colossal volcanic eruptions some 250 mil-
lion years ago have long been linked to 
the widespread global extinction known 
as the Great Dying, a 60,000-year period 
that saw 90 percent of all sea creatures 
and more than two-thirds of all plants and 
animals on land die off. But new research 
has for the first time identified the specific 
cause of the carnage: the acidification of the 
world’s oceans. A team of scientists in the 
U.K., Germany, and New Zealand analyzed 
chemical footprints in ancient rocks, reveal-
ing a massive spike in oceanic pH levels 
over the course of the Great Dying. The 
dramatic increase was the result of huge 
amounts of carbon dioxide released into the 
atmosphere by the volcanic eruptions. The 
majority of that CO2 was absorbed into 
the oceans—the same process occurring 
today. The scientists warn that this ancient 
event might foreshadow a future calamity 
if ocean acidification caused by fossil fuel 
emissions continues. “I think it might be 
a massive warning and a worst-case sce-
nario,” study author Matthew Clarkson 
tells LiveScience.com. “Diversity didn’t 
recover for 5 million years.”

The health risks of shortness 
People who are extremely short can 
face a lot of social obstacles. New 
research suggests they may also have a 
higher risk of heart disease, BBC .com 
reports. Scientists have known for 
decades that shortness is linked to an 
elevated risk for coronary problems, 
but it remained unclear if the associa-
tion was influenced by other factors, 
such as poverty or malnutrition. In a 
study of some 200,000 people, scien-
tists found that with every difference of 
2.5 inches, the risk of heart disease rose 
or fell by 13.5 percent. That means 
that a person who is 5 feet tall would 

have, on average, a 64 percent higher risk 
of developing clogged arteries than some-
one who is 6 feet. While the findings don’t 
prove that being short directly causes heart 
disease, the data suggests that certain sec-
tions of DNA affecting height also play a 
role in cardiovascular health.  

Health scare of the week
Risky workout supplements  
The increasing popularity of bodybuild-
ing supplements may help explain rising 
rates of testicular cancer, The Washington 
Post reports. After surveying roughly 
900 men—including 356 with testicular 
cancer—about their lifestyle and medi-
cal history, scientists found a troubling 
connection between the reported use of 
creatine and androstenedione and the risk 
for cancer. Overall, men who took these 
muscle-boosting supplements at least once 
a week for four weeks increased their risk 
of testicular cancer by 65 percent. This 
risk increased dramatically for men who 
used more than one supplement, those 

who took them for more than three 
years, and those who started using 
them before age 25. “The observed 

relationship was strong,” says 
researcher Tongzhang Zheng. 
“If you used them at an earlier 
age, you had a higher risk. If 
you used them longer, you 
had a higher risk. If you used 
multiple types, you had a 
higher risk.” These findings 
don’t prove performance-
enhancing supplements 
cause cancer, but they add 

to growing concerns about 
the safety of products in the 
loosely regulated supplement 
industry. Previous research has 

shown that many supplements 
contain contaminants. 
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The stone flake tools were found near this lake.

Every week, more than 50 million 
Americans take acetaminophen, the 
active ingredient in Tylenol and many 
other popular painkillers, to ease their 
aches and pains. But a new study 
has revealed that the drug also dulls 
 emotions—including happiness. Prior 
research showed that acetaminophen can 
help take the sting out of negative feel-
ings like dread, but the new findings from 
Ohio State University researchers suggest 
it may actually blunt all emotional reac-
tions. Scientists studied a group of 82 col-
lege students, some of whom received 
1,000 milligrams of the painkiller while 

others were given a placebo. Presented 
with a series of photographs meant to 
trigger emotional reactions, subjects who 
had taken the drug reacted much less 
extremely to both positive and negative 
images than those who had taken the 
placebo. Heartwarming pictures, such 
as people playing with pets, were less 
pleasurable, while disturbing photos, 
like malnourished children, were not as 
upsetting. Exactly how the drug affects 
emotions remains unclear, and whether 
or not other pain relievers, like ibuprofen, 
have similar psychological effects is still 
under investigation. “This means that 

using Tylenol or similar products might 
have broader consequences than previ-
ously thought,” the study’s lead author, 
Geoffrey Durso, tells HuffingtonPost.com. 
“Acetaminophen can be seen as an all-
purpose emotion reliever.” 

Painkiller dulls pleasure, too

Acetaminophen dampens all emotion.
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Toni Morrison’s 11th novel is plagued 
by “a deadening lack of subtlety,” said 
Ron Charles in The Washington Post. 
America’s sole living Nobel-winning 
author treads familiar ground here, of-
fering a fable-like tale about a beautiful 
black woman still suffering the effects 
of a dark childhood memory. But the 
characters show little interior life, and 
the novel “rolls along from trauma to 
trauma, throwing off wisdom like Mardi 
Gras bling.” Only in a moving middle 
chapter about the heroine’s boyfriend 
do we hear the “incomparable” voice 
of early Morrison. For that one promis-
ing stretch, “we are lured by beauty 
into a scene that ends in evil and 
horror,” said Kara Walker in The New 
York Times. Everywhere else, we get 
“clipped first-person confessionals” 
that somehow distance us from the 
speakers, all of whom we’re taught to 
judge as failing to adequately support 
the children in their care. For once, 
Morrison seems “more interested in 
outrage than possibilities for empathy.” 
Unfortunately, “the story is the thing.”

ARTS22

Review of reviews: Books

The idea of invisibility has played “a long 
and venerable role” in the story of human 
civilization, said Salley Vickers in The 
Observer (U.K.). In Philip Ball’s thought-
ful, “often witty” study of the subject, the 
longtime Nature contributor points out 
that every major religion ascribes special 
importance to the realm beyond our seeing 
and that children seem to have an innate 
sense—demonstrated by the way they play 
peek-a-boo—that their essential selves can 
be hidden even when their bodies remain 
visible. But this is the kind of book that’s 
“packed with abstruse information,” so Ball 
also finds time to survey efforts past and 
present to render people or objects literally 
invisible. Today, researchers are attempting 
to develop light-bending fabrics that’d make 
camouflage patterns obsolete. In the past, 
practitioners of the dark arts recommended 
eating beans grown in the skull of a suicide.

Philip Glass has 
never let his high-
brow aspirations 
interfere with get-
ting by, said Steven 
G. Kellman in The 
Dallas Morning 
News. Easily “the 
most distinctive 
American composer 
of his generation,” 
the Baltimore native 
drove a cab until he 

was 41, and across the prior two decades 
he had practiced his craft while support-
ing himself as a steelworker, a plumber, an 
artist’s assistant, and a mover. In his new 
memoir, Glass comes across as “a man of 
many parts,” a “remarkably gregarious” 
fellow for someone best known for chal-
lengingly hypnotic music and an interest in 
Eastern spirituality. Accounts of his friend-
ships with such other artistic eminences as 
Allen Ginsberg, Doris Lessing, and Richard 
Serra “help make Words Without Music 
essential reading for anyone remotely inter-
ested in the evolution of the avant-garde 
during the past half-century.”
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Book of the week

Invisible “turns out to be more clever 
than it appears,” said Simon Ings in New 
Scientist (U.K.). Ball opens by recounting 
Plato’s fable about a shepherd who dis-
covers a ring that bestows invisibility and 
uses that magic power to sleep with the 
queen and murder her husband. For Ball, 
the invisible realm always raises questions 
about human nature, even when humans’ 
colonization of the invisible world expands 
knowledge. No one today would fault 19th-
century surgeon Joseph Lister for trying 

to convince his peers that microorganisms 
are responsible for infections—though at 
the time one doctor challenged the theory 
by writing, “Where are these little beasts? 
Show them to us and we shall believe in 
them.” But Ball wants us to recognize that 
scientists are not that different from the 
occultists of old: They speculate about invis-
ible forces because describing those forces is 
an assertion of power.

Ball’s survey of invisibility “never entirely 
succeeds at pulling the category together,” 
said Kathryn Schulz in The New Yorker. He 
briefly mentions, for instance, how invisibil-
ity functions as a metaphor for powerless-
ness. But he never fully explores why the 
idea is sometimes a fantasy and sometimes 
a nightmare. What’s more, he doesn’t cap-
ture how “deeply” weird it is that each of 
us is a visible creature inhabiting a universe 
in which most matter and most of the rules 
governing our time here are not visible. 
Bell proves “entertaining on every topic he 
touches,” but he is “more a tour guide than 
a theorist.” Invisible will leave you mulling 
plenty of big questions, but those questions 
“are not so much answered as provoked.”

Invisible: The Dangerous Allure 
of the Unseen
by Philip Ball

(Univ. of Chicago, $27.50)

Novel of the week
God Help the Child
by Toni Morrison

(Knopf, $25)

Words Without Music: A Memoir
by Philip Glass

(Liveright, $30)

The best parts of the book mirror Glass’s 
compositions: “propulsive, with a surrepti-
tious emotional undertow,” said Corinna 
da Fonseca-Wollheim in The New York 
Times. Born in 1937, Glass inherited his 
work ethic from his father, a record-store 
owner who taught his boy to play chess in 
his head. By 15, Glass was enrolled at the 
University of Chicago, and after further 
music studies at Juilliard, he spent two 
years in Paris under the tutelage of sitar-
ist Ravi Shankar and composer Nadia 
Boulanger. As warmly as Glass writes about 
his family and mentors, though, he displays 
“relative reticence—even opacity” regard-
ing his four marital relationships.

That’s a shame, because his career and 
personal life intersected in intriguing ways, 
said Steve Smith in The Boston Globe. 
Theater director JoAnne Akalaitis, Glass’s 
first wife, collaborated with him on several 
productions before and after the couple’s 
1980 divorce. The infidelity that ended the 
marriage “flits past in a single line.” Then 
again, “memoirs have no responsibility for 
historic completeness,” said David Patrick 
Stearns in The Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Glass’s “grand washes of sound” changed 
the music world, and we should be grateful 
that he’s given us so much insight into how 
his music came to be. 

Being unseen: A blessing or a curse?
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Best books...chosen by Ellen McCarthy
Ellen McCarthy’s new essay collection, The Real Thing, gathers the wisdom she 
acquired during the four years that she wrote the column “On Love” for The 
Washington Post. Below, she names six favorite works about weddings and marriage.

The Book List  ARTS 23 

Girls in White Dresses  by Jennifer Close 
(Vintage, $15). In her spectacularly funny 2011 
debut novel, Close perfectly captures the period of 
20-something life that is overtaken by  weddings—
and showers, engagement parties, bachelorette 
getaways, etc. This book will feel all too real to 
readers who are currently spending all of their 
weekends (and disposable income) at other peo-
ple’s weddings.

Pride and Prejudice  by Jane Austen (Dover, 
$4). The book that taught me that wit and intel-
lect are every bit as attractive as physical beauty. 
We spend most of Jane Austen’s classic watching 
Elizabeth Bennet spar with Mr. Darcy, even as 
she unwillingly falls in love with him.

One Perfect Day  by Rebecca Mead (Penguin, 
$15). If you want to sidestep the multibillion-
dollar wedding-industrial complex, this is your 
bible. New Yorker staff writer Rebecca Mead 
uncovers all the commercial land mines and 
booby traps that mark the path to the altar.

Committed  by Elizabeth Gilbert (Riverhead, 
$16). Gilbert’s underappreciated follow-up 

to Eat, Pray, Love is a meditation on what it 
means for two people to legally bind themselves 
to each other. Gilbert’s case contains an addi-
tional wrinkle: The Department of Homeland 
Security threatened to deny an entry visa to the 
man she fell in love with in Bali unless they mar-
ried. As she heads toward her own inevitable 
wedding, she looks around the world and into 
history to gain clarity on her deep ambivalence 
toward marriage.

Atonement  by Ian McEwan (Anchor, $16). So 
many of the couples I’ve met have taught me that 
love almost never follows a straight line. Save per-
haps for Romeo and Juliet, I can’t think of another 
book that so wrenchingly illuminates the obstacles 
some lovers face as McEwan’s novel does.   

Vogue Weddings  edited by Hamish Bowles 
(Knopf, $85). I was never much interested in the 
“stuff” of weddings—flowers, themes, burlap 
tablescapes—but I couldn’t resist the allure of this 
gorgeous coffee-table book. It’s an inside look at 
some of the world’s most glamorous weddings, 
with photographs that will make you believe in 
fairy tales.

Also of interest...in Americans abroad

Viet Thanh Nguyen
If Rambo hadn’t existed, Viet 
Thanh Nguyen might never 
have written his sweeping 
new novel, said Arun Rath 
in NPR.org. Born in 1971 in 
South Vietnam but raised in 
the U.S. from age 4, Nguyen 
became an avid teen viewer 

of Vietnam 
War movies 
as they rolled 
out in the 
1980s, and he 
instinctively 
identified 
with the 
Americans 

on screen, John Rambo 
included. Of course, says 
Nguyen. “He’s Sylvester 
Stallone. There’s pleasure to 
be had in shooting big guns 
and showing off big muscles, 
until the moment when I 
realized, Wait a minute—
I’m the gook on the screen 
being killed.” Watching 
Apocalypse Now on a 
home VCR was even more 
searing, and Nguyen’s The 
Sympathizer lampoons the 
film mercilessly. “I wanted 
to pay back Francis Ford 
Coppola for scarring me,” 
the author says.

It’d be too simple to say 
The Sympathizer is about 
the limits of Americans’ 
empathy, said Jessica Gelt 
in the Los Angeles Times. 
Nguyen remains amazed 
at Americans’ need to be at 
history’s center stage, even 
when consigned to a villain-
ous role. “It’s much better 
to be the antihero than to be 
the extra who gets killed,” he 
says. The burden borne by 
the novel’s title character—
a Vietnamese Communist 
spy living in 1970s California 
and still engaged in a global 
ideological battle—is that 
he recognizes the appeal of 
each conflicting worldview he 
encounters. He’s a modern 
Hamlet, torn by his ability 
to see all sides. “You have a 
much happier life if you just 
see things from one point of 
view,” Nguyen says. “You 
have no ambiguity.”

Author of the week
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You wouldn’t have pegged Chucky 
Taylor as a war criminal if you’d met 
the Florida teen in 1992, said James 
Zug in The Boston Globe. But the 
boy’s father, Charles, was already 
heading a rebel army in Liberia, and 

when Chucky’s mother tired of parenting, she 
shipped him to his father’s side, where he quickly 
evolved into a murderous paramilitary leader. 
Though American Warlord doesn’t tell us why 
Chucky turned, it’s “one of the most remarkable 
biographies that has appeared in recent years.”

American Warlord
by Johnny Dwyer (Knopf, $28)

After devoting a half-century to vis-
iting every nation on earth, Albert 
Podell can’t be bothered to prevaricate, 
said Edward Kosner in The Wall Street 
Journal. Podell’s “jokey, politically 
incorrect, thoughtful, and continuously 

engaging” travelogue ridicules as many destina-
tions as it celebrates. But the former lawyer and 
Playboy staffer can be a shrewd observer of 
politics and culture when he’s not bragging about 
his string of female traveling companions, and his 
“endearing appetite for adventure” never wanes.

Around the World in 50 Years
by Albert Podell (Thomas Dunne, $27)

Observing Anna Benz’s unraveling is 
like watching a slow-motion car crash, 
said Ruth Graham in Slate.com. You 
might have no patience for a young 
American in Zurich who’s married 
to a dashing Swiss banker and has 

little to do but carry on multiple affairs and share 
her ennui. Frankly, Anna is a bore. But poet Jill 
Alexander Essbaum has proven with her hit debut 
novel that’s she’s very good at writing about sex. 
Besides, “watching a car crash—even an infuriat-
ingly avoidable one—is reliably irresistible.”

Hausfrau
by Jill Alexander Essbaum (Random House, $26)

Mark Twain used to claim that he 
could have happily spent his entire 
life as a Mississippi riverboat pilot. 
“Fortunately for world literature, 
things didn’t work out that way,” said 
Michael Dirda in The Washington 

Post. Twain, who gained his initial fame as a 
travel writer, crossed the Atlantic 29 times, writ-
ing of Old Europe with unrefined, sardonic can-
dor. Biographer Roy Morris Jr. adds little to the 
historical record about Twain’s journeys, but for 
us nonexperts, he’s “a first-rate tour guide.” 

American Vandal
by Roy Morris Jr. (Belknap, $28)



There’s experi-
mentation, and 
then there’s the 
wall art of Emil 
Lukas. Instead 
of wielding a 
paintbrush, the 
Pennsylvania 
artist applies 
color to panels and canvas using silk 
thread, bubble wrap, and puddles of 
liquid that are allowed to pool, dry, 
and layer. Still, there’s no topping the 
oddball appeal of his maggot paintings. 
Lukas lets fly larvae crawl across his 
canvases, dragging ink as they do so 
to create networks of meandering 
lines. While the concept sounds about 
as sophisticated as a flea circus, the 
results resemble delicate calligraphy 
or a microscopic view of cotton fibers. 
When Lukas lets living creatures do the 
work, they produce images of surprising 
beauty. At Hosfelt Gallery, 260 Utah St., 
San Francisco, (415) 495-5454. Prices 
range from $6,000 to $70,000.

Review of reviews: Art24 ARTS 

It takes “a storyteller of the 
first order” to capture the wide- 
reaching drama known as the Great 
Migration, said Sarah Goodyear 
in CityLab.com. Jacob Lawrence 
(1917-2000) was a child of that 
very experience. His parents were 
among the 1.5 million African-
Americans who moved north from 
the Jim Crow South between 1910 
and 1940. Another 4.5 million migrated 
over the next three decades, producing “a 
seismic population shift that profoundly 
shaped American cities and American cul-
ture.” Lawrence, who arrived in Harlem 
at age 13, was just 23 when he completed 
the 60-panel visual chronicle known today 
as the “Migration Series.” Now being 
shown in full for the first time in 20 years, 
the series unfolds “with a spare, gripping 
poignancy and a thrilling sensation of for-
ward motion.”

The series is so original that it “calls for 
a term other than history painting,” said 
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Britain’s Thomas Heatherwick has become 
“the mad scientist of architecture,” said 
Shaunacy Ferro in FastCompany.com. The 
“endlessly inventive” 45-year-old, who co-
designed the new indoor-outdoor headquar-
ters Google hopes to build 
in Mountain View, Calif., 
specializes in turning every-
day sights—like a building 
or a bus—into “fantasti-
cal” visual experiences. In 
the Hammer Museum’s 
“slightly overstuffed” sur-
vey of Heatherwick’s work, 
you’ll encounter “a remark-
able project everywhere 
you look,” said Christopher Hawthorne in 
the Los Angeles Times. A pedestrian draw-
bridge designed for London rolls up like an 
inchworm. A mosque dreamed up for Abu 
Dhabi resembles a mushroom. Finally, the 
pièce de résistance: Heatherwick’s “almost 
absurdly photogenic” U.K. pavilion for the 
2010 World Expo in Shanghai. The build-

Where to buy
A select exhibition in a private gallery

A 2014 larva painting

Peter Schjeldahl in The New Yorker. Using 
inexpensive materials—milk-based tempera 
and 12-by-18-inch hardboard  panels—
Lawrence told his story “with crisply 
objective, even deadpan economy.” Black 
Americans left the South because of oppres-
sion, as many of the first 30 panels remind 
us, but Lawrence nodded as well to factors 
like a boll weevil infestation and to post–
World War I labor shortages in Northern 
cities. The young artist also “confronted 
difficult truths” about what awaited the 
migrants. He created panels that portray 
urban housing shortages, a tuberculosis 
outbreak, and 1919 race riots and house-

burnings sparked by the hostility 
created when black workers 
were hired as strikebreakers. 
“One panel lends tragic irony to 
the grimness of bombings and 
arson fires by picturing them 
rather prettily, in a manner of 
futurism-styled abstraction.” 

The Museum of Modern Art has 
made Lawrence’s masterwork 
the centerpiece of a show that’s 
“as stimulating to the mind and 
the ear as it is to the eye,” said 
Holland Cotter in The New 
York Times. Lawrence was sur-
rounded by great writers and 
musicians in 1940s Harlem, 

and the exhibit includes samples of their 
words and recordings, including a film 
of Billie Holiday singing “Strange Fruit.” 
Elsewhere, wall space is given over to the 
photographers who inspired Lawrence’s 
visual imagination. Even in such company, 
the effect of seeing a room wrapped by 
the “Migration Series” is “astonishing.” 
Lawrence’s visual narrative is “as rhythmi-
cally paced as a film storyboard” and “as 
tightly thought through as any fresco pro-
gram by Giotto.” The final panel depicts 
a train platform crowded with dark-
skinned figures. Its caption reads, “And the 
migrants kept coming.” 

Exhibit of the week 
One-Way Ticket: Jacob 
Lawrence’s Migration Series 
and Other Visions of  
the Great Movement North
Museum of Modern Art, New York City, 
through Sept. 7

Provocations: The Architecture 
and Design of Heatherwick Studio
UCLA Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, 
through May 24

ing, covered in 60,000 hair-like acrylic rods, 
looked like a dandelion. “There is a sense 
that all the studio’s products are sprinkled 
with a kind of high-design pixie dust.” 

Heatherwick and his team might need 
to leave dreamland more often, said 
Douglas Messerli in Hyperallergic.com. 
Too many of the studio’s projects offer 
a sense of play without solving a design 

problem. Exhibition labels 
throughout this show 
pose questions like “Can 
you squeeze a chair out 
of a machine, the way 
you squeeze toothpaste 
out of a tube?” An ugly 
metal seat nearby suggests 
you can, “although it is 
never explained to what 
advantage.” Meanwhile, 

the firm’s design for a new double-decker 
London bus makes only the barest accom-
modation for the disabled. Still, “if the 
large, deeply attentive audiences drawn to 
the Hammer are any indication,” Heather-
wick doesn’t need to reach higher. He 
already displays an endless capacity to pro-
duce objects that “fascinate and delight.”

Panel No. 3: Bags packed and headed north

Heatherwick’s Shanghai pavilion



Russell Crowe’s directorial debut 
“taps a deep well of symbol-
ism, cultural empathy, and good 
old-fashioned storytelling,” 
said Megan Lehmann in The 
Hollywood Reporter. Crowe 
stars as Joshua, an Australian 
farmer with a gift for water 
divining who journeys to Turkey 
after World War I to find the 
bodies of three sons who went 
in missing in action while fighting there. When 
Joshua arrives in Constantinople and meets the 
people who fought against the Australians, “the film 
reveals its hand as a moral fable about the redemp-

tive powers of forgiveness,” 
said Luke Buckmaster in The 
Guardian (U.K.). A lurch in 
tone then throws Crowe into 
action-hero mode. But while the 
fisticuffs “feel like they belong 
in a slightly different movie,” 
Crowe “pulls it off.” A “top 
tier” costume designer and cin-
ematographer ensure that The 
Water Diviner dazzles the eye, 

said Eddie Cockrell in Variety. Unfortunately, its 
star “has crafted the film to play to his strengths of 
stoicism and aw-shucks mateship at the expense of 
deeper truths about war and tolerance.”

A stoic seeking deliverance
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Few rock documentaries suc-
ceed as well as this one in cap-
turing “the heart and soul, the 
very essence of their subject,” 
said Marc Savlov in The Austin 
Chronicle. Nirvana frontman 
Kurt Cobain became a genera-
tional icon before committing 
suicide in 1994 at age 27, and 
if this collage-like portrait can 
be trusted, he was “overflow-
ing with both an all-encompassing love and a self-
devouring inchoate rage.” Director Brett Morgen 
(The Kid Stays in the Picture) mixes archival foot-
age, interviews, and animations generated from 
Cobain’s sketchbook as he probes the songwriter’s 

character, and the film’s quest 
produces real insights, said 
Nick Schager in The Village 
Voice. It shows, in particular, 
how his parents’ divorce and 
his outcast status as a teenager 
left Cobain “with a consuming 
fear of embarrassment and a 
burning need to create the very 
type of stable home he was 
denied as a kid.” The suicide 

is addressed with a single title card, which seems 
insufficient, said Rene Rodriguez in The Miami 
Herald. By then, though, you understand it, and 
the journey proves moving “no matter how famil-
iar you already are with the singer’s story.”

Cobain with his daughter, Frances Bean
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The Water 
Diviner

An Australian farmer 
searches for three sons  

lost in war. 

Directed by Russell Crowe
(R)

Kurt Cobain: 
Montage  
of Heck

A portrait of the  
grunge-rock legend

Directed by Brett Morgen
(Not rated)

Review of reviews: Film  ARTS 25  

This “fiendishly clever” hor-
ror movie operates frequently 
“as expert black comedy,” said 
A.A. Dowd in the A.V. Club. 
Six not-very-nice friends have 
gathered for a group video 
chat on the anniversary of a 
classmate’s suicide, and the 
drama that unfolds over the 
next 85 minutes—including 
the inevitable slayings—is seen 
only as it might unfold on one of the participants’ 
laptop screens. But while Unfriended is a stunt, 
“it also feels very much like a horror movie of 
the moment,” because it reflects the way some 
people use social media as a tool of terror. Quickly 

enough, the movie resorts to 
“the same jump scares we’ve 
seen a thousand times,” said 
Jacob Hall in the New York 
Daily News. Worse, “the 
screenplay must have been 
in ALL CAPS,” because the 
characters spend most of 
the running time screaming 
at each other. Although this 
shrill picture “has a lot to 

unrecommend it,” it’s “a movie to be seen, if you 
can endure it,” said Joe Morgenstern in The Wall 
Street Journal. It offers a window into the claustro-
phobic, “defiantly inelegant” world where teenag-
ers now spend many of their waking hours.

Lead screamer Shelley Hennig 

Unfriended

An online chat devolves 
into terror. 

Directed by Levan 
Gabriadze

(R)

New on DVD and Blu-ray
Odd Man Out 
(Criterion, $40) 
An injured Irish nationalist is chased through 
the dark streets of Belfast in director Carol 
Reed’s “first masterpiece,” said Indiewire 
.com. Reed’s The Third Man overshadowed 
Odd Man Out, but this 1947 work combines 
expressionist technique with “an almost 
documentary-like attention to detail.”

Inherent Vice 
(Warner, $29) 
Joaquin Phoenix and friends “create such 
a good buzz” in this 1970s noir satire “that 
you can almost get a contact high from 
watching,” said the Los Angeles Times. 
Phoenix plays a stoned PI sorting out a con-
spiracy, and for all the movie’s dark themes, 
it “never loses its wicked sense of humor.” 

Paddington 
(Anchor Bay, $30) 
A bear from Peru is taken in by an eccen-
tric English family in this adaptation that 
proves “just as delightful” as the children’s 
books it’s based on, said the Chicago Sun-
Times. “A roster of top British talent” fills 
the human cast, and Nicole Kidman is 
“vampishly fun” as a nefarious taxidermist. 



Tales of the Grim Sleeper 
Where in America could 100 women be killed 
by one man before being found out? Lonnie 
Franklin Jr., a 62-year-old former sanitation 
worker who’s due to go on trial for 10 murders 
this summer, may have claimed scores more vic-
tims during 20-plus years when local police were 
turning a blind eye to the deaths of prostitutes 
and drug addicts in South Central Los Angeles. 
Filmmaker Nick Broomfield got many of 
Franklin’s friends and several professed survivors 
of his assaults to speak on camera for this chill-
ing portrait of a ghastly crime spree. Monday, 
April 27, at 9 p.m., HBO

American Experience: Last Days in Vietnam  
It’s an enduring image from the fall of Saigon: 
Helicopters on rooftops ringed by throngs of 
people desperate to escape the approaching 
North Vietnamese army. In this Oscar-nominated 
documentary, filmmaker Rory Kennedy com-
bines a heroic story, about the eleventh-hour 
evacuation of thousands of South Vietnamese, 
with a tragic one, about those who were left 
behind after the last chopper in the rogue rescue 
effort took flight. Tuesday, April 28, at 9 p.m., 
PBS; check local listings

The Casual Vacancy 
J.K. Rowling’s first novel for adults has been 
turned into a three-part miniseries, provid-
ing a new role for one of the good guys in the 
Harry Potter movies. In a battle over an English 
village’s soul, Michael Gambon—the former 
Professor Dumbledore—plays a conniving local 
pol who tries to sell off a community center even 
after his most principled foe drops dead. With 
Rory Kinnear and Miss Marple’s Julia McKenzie. 
Wednesday, April 29, at 8 p.m., HBO

Voces: El Poeta 
Acclaimed Mexican poet Javier Sicilia might 
have stayed silent about the drug war in his 
country that has claimed tens of thousand of 
lives. But when his son was murdered by traf-
fickers in 2011, he launched a movement, and 
this documentary’s filmmakers were there almost 
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The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, April 27  

Coal Miner’s Daughter  
Loretta Lynn chose Sissy 
Spacek to play her in 
this biopic, and Spacek 
responded with an Oscar-
winning performance and a 
fine rendition of the iconic 
title song. (1980) 11 p.m., 
Ovation 

Tuesday, April 28  

The Harder They Fall 
In his final film, Humphrey 
Bogart was a washed-
up boxing writer turned 
crooked fight promoter. 
(1956) 8 p.m., TCM 

Wednesday, April 29  

American History X  
This brutal drama fea-
tures an Oscar-nominated 
Edward Norton as a violent 
neo-Nazi whose beliefs 
are tested in prison. (1998) 
11:15 p.m., IFC 

Thursday, April 30  

Hatari!  
John Wayne performed 
his own stunts while play-
ing a big-game catcher in 
this gorgeous Technicolor 
adventure filmed in 
Tanzania and directed by 
Howard Hawks. (1962) 
9:50 p.m., Movieplex

Friday, May 1 

Guardians of the Galaxy 
A group of oddball super-
heroes in a spaceship prove 
that comic-book action is 
best served with a light 
touch. (2014) 9 p.m., Starz

Saturday, May 2 

Ninotchka 
A night of Greta Garbo 
films begins with the 
seriously alluring starlet 
playing a stone-hearted 
Russian agent softened by 
the charms of Paris. (1939) 
8 p.m., TCM 

Sunday, May 3 

Secrets & Lies  
A black optometrist from 
London discovers that her 
birth mother is the matri-
arch of a dysfunctional 
white working-class family, 
in a wonderful domestic 
drama from director Mike 
Leigh. (1996) 12:30 p.m., 
the Movie Channel 

Movies on TV

Feel free to call this the fight of the century. The 
two greatest boxers of their generation are both 
past 35 now, but the slower the feet, the more 
punches they’ll probably land. Oddmakers 
favor Floyd Mayweather Jr., who, at 47-0, has 
always been the more disciplined boxer. But 
Manny Pacquiao, now a Filipino congressman, 
remains a relentless offensive threat who’s 
reigned in his recklessness since suffering a 
2012 knockout. The biggest purse in boxing 
history will be at stake when these two legends 
square off for the first time. Saturday, May 2, at 
9 p.m., HBO and Showtime pay-per-view

Show of the week

‘Money’ vs. ‘Pacman’: Who’ll prevail? 

Mayweather vs. Pacquiao

from the start. Friday, May 1, at 10 p.m., PBS; 
check local listings

Penny Dreadful  
Shedding her Bond girl reputation, Eva Green 
(Casino Royale) has been wonderful in this 
lurid series as a medium who anchors a league 
of 19th-century occult friends. As Season 2 
begins, Green’s Vanessa must decide whether to 
embrace the demon inside her. Meanwhile, Josh 
Hartnett’s Ethan nurtures his inner werewolf and 
Billie Piper’s Brona gets set to wed Frankenstein. 
Sunday, May 3, at 10 p.m., Showtime 

Other highlights 
Ripper Street  
A train collision in 1894 London reunites 
a crime-fighting quartet as this series leaps 
forward four years to start its third season. 
Wednesday, April 29, at 10 p.m., BBC America

Unearthed 
Black truffles fetch up to $1,000 a pound, 
 making them irresistible to the Oregon  foragers 
competing against one another in this new 
reality series. Friday, May 1, at 10 p.m., 
Discovery Channel

America’s Next Cat Star 
The audience has voted. Now it’s time to reveal 
which of five feline finalists has been deemed 
worthy of becoming a new internet meme. 
Saturday, May 2, at 9 p.m., Animal Planet 

• All listings are Eastern Time.

The Casual Vacancy: Gambon and McKenzie



They may look and sound German, but 
the wines of Austria are “as unlike Ger-
man wines as any wines can be,” said 
Bill St. John in the Chicago Tribune. 
Only Austria produces versatile grüner 
veltliner, and all of its whites tend to 
be “fuller, headier, and bolder.” Below, 
some fine examples of three varietals:
2012 Fred Loimer Riesling Steinmassl 
($25) This zesty wine from the Kamptal 
region delivers “acidity to the nines,” 
and peachy, citrusy aromas. 
2013 Strauss Sauvignon Blanc Classic 
($20) Sauvignon blancs from the 
Styria region rival French Sancerre. 
This minerally wine tastes of grape-
fruit and herbs and is “dry as a lick 
of a warm stone.”
2011 Tegernseerhof Grüner Veltliner 
Bergdistel Smaragd ($25) Credit 
late-harvested grapes for this wine’s 
“intense spiciness and verve.” 
Produced in Wachau, it begs to be 
served with white meat or fish.

LEISURE 27

Food & Drink

The People’s Pig Portland, Ore. 
Cliff Allen’s new barbecue joint 
“breaks bad, beautifully,” from 
everything else in this ever-gentrifying 
town, said Karen Brooks in Portland 
Monthly. After five years of cramming 
his 6-foot-3-inch frame into a tiny food 
cart alongside a mesquite grill, the 
young barbecue wizard has taken over 
the “sweet dive” of a restaurant where 
local legend Lula Parker presided for 
six decades. Better yet, he’s made it 
a place where rich and poor eat side 
by side in smoky bliss, and all leave 
“smelling like hog heaven.” Allen fol-
lows no particular barbecue dogma. His 
unadorned slices of smoked lamb and pork 
shoulder invoke Austin, and his sauces 
range from Kansas City sweet to Portland 
weird. His golden jo-jo potatoes “pretty 
much humiliate every other fry in town,” 
but in “a delicious irony,” the very best 
item on the menu is Allen’s fried-chicken 
sandwich, the crisp, smoky thigh meat 
painted with jalapeño jelly. “I’m calling it 
now: This is a future icon of Portland eat-
ing, one of the best sandwiches anywhere, 
from here to eternity.” 3217 N. Williams 
Ave. (503) 347-2357

Barrel & Ashes Los Angeles 
In Texas, “being a fan of barbecue is 
hard,” said Jonathan Gold in the Los 

Critics’ choice: The heartening spread of great barbecue
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Wine: Austrian whites
Sweet plantains “make a fantastic filling for tacos,” said Joe Yonan in The Washington 
Post. In this recipe from vegan chef Jason Wyrick, the starchy fruit is lightly charred 

on a grill and “sparked by lime and chili powder.” For best results, use semisoft plan-
tains that have mostly turned from green to yellow.

Recipe of the week

• Prepare a grill for direct 
heat. For a gas grill, 
preheat to medium (350). 
Lightly coat grill rack with 
oil and place on grill. 
• Brush plantains with 
oil. Grill, turning until 
lightly charred on several 
sides, 5 to 10 minutes 
total. Transfer to a cutting 
board. Cut into slices or 
bite-size pieces, then toss in a large bowl 
with lime zest and juice, ½ tsp salt and 
the chili powder. Add more salt if needed.

• Heat a large, heavy 
skillet over low to 
medium heat. Add 
pumpkin seeds; toast, 
tossing occasionally, un-
til fragrant and slightly 
puffed, 5 to 7 minutes. 
Cool completely before 
using. Warm tortillas 
on grill, 5 seconds per 
side. Fill each with 

¼ cup cabbage, a few pieces of plantain 
and some salsa. Sprinkle with pumpkin 
seeds. Serves 4. 

Tacos with grilled plantains
2 tsp extra-virgin olive oil, plus more for coating the grill • 2 medium semiripe  

plantains, peeled • finely grated zest and juice from 1 lime • salt • 1 tsp ancho chili 
powder • eight 6-inch corn tortillas • 2 cups packed shredded red cabbage  

• 1 cup salsa verde • ¾ cup toasted pumpkin seeds

Angeles Times. Forget the way-pre-dawn 
start for many pit bosses. Obtaining a 
noon lunch at Franklin’s in Austin—the 
state’s pinnacle pit—requires queuing up 
at 7 a.m. But in L.A.’s Studio City, good 
barbecue is easy, thanks to a three-starred 
Michelin chef who’s at least temporarily 
pursuing his Texas-bred interest in smok-
ing meat the way it should be done. Tim 
Hollingsworth, the former chef de cuisine 
at Thomas Keller’s French Laundry, comes 
across as a serious scholar of the craft. 
Though his spareribs are too soft under 
their charred exterior, the certified Angus 
briskets that he runs through his smoker 
“emerge tar-black and crusty, yet juicy and 
approaching that magic point between 
chewiness and tenderness.” They’re “genu-

inely good.” You could fly to Texas 
and wait in line, but Barrel & Ashes 
“knows what you like.” Angelenos 
want the same taste, but they want 
it in a clean, contemporary space, 
with endive on the salad menu and 
valet parking outside. 11801 Ventura 
Blvd., (818) 623-8883

Harmon’s Barbecue Cibolo, Texas
Harmon’s has risen from the ashes, 
said Edmund Tijerina in the San 
Antonio Express-News. Four years 
ago, the pit was revered as one of the 
best in the San Antonio area. Since 

then, it’s endured a fire and the death, 
two years later, of co-owner Ronnie Ruiz. 
Meanwhile, the number of competitors 
with serious smoking skills has increased 
dramatically. Despite it all, Harmon’s still 
serves “some amazing barbecue,” the kind 
worth going out of your way for. Lines are 
long, so use the time to peruse the menu, 
and if you want just one meat, get the 
turkey. Spiced only with salt and pepper 
before it’s run through the smoker, it has 
“unforgettable” flavor and is often “beau-
tifully moist and tender.” The pork ribs, 
too, hit “ethereal” heights, and Harmon’s 
sweet, spicy sauce is “as good as Texas 
sauce gets.” Forget the challengers. This 
place remains “a small-town treasure.” 
100 S. Main St., (210) 904-0353 

A communal table at Barrel & Ashes
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When my flight touched down in Togo 
last summer, I knew little about the West 
African country except that it has been 
labeled the unhappiest nation in the 
world, said Bella English in The Boston 
Globe. Dusty, poor, and “hotter than 
hell’s sauna,” this former dictatorship 
on the Gulf of Guinea recently won 
that distinction when a United Nations 
study attempted to quantify happiness 
levels in 156 countries. But my son was 
working as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
a village in Togo, and that was all the 
reason I needed to fly into the capital 
city of Lomé and hire a taxi for a “bone-
jangling, teeth-chattering” two-hour drive 
into the country’s greener interior.

In the village where my son was stationed, 
one toddler burst into tears when she 
saw me—because, I was told, I was the 
first white woman she’d ever seen. But 
if other people were unhappy, they hid 
it well. During my time in Togo, I never 

This week’s dream: Roughing it in Togo
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On this 850-acre private 
island, “the art of doing 
nothing reigns supreme,” 
said Emma Sloley in Coastal 
Living. The lone resort’s 
small string of cottages and 
villas are virtually the only 
buildings, and the “mag-
nificent” white-sand beach 
below them encourages can-
celing other plans. You can 
mix your own drinks there 
at a whitewashed bar, grab 
a cabana, and look out on 
“a scene of almost ludicrous 
beauty: glossy palm fronds, 
sugary sand, and aquama-
rine Caribbean Sea so clear 
you can see the bottom for 
what looks like miles.” Come 
sundown, dinner is served 
on a hillside terrace.
guana.com; doubles from $695

Hotel of the week

New River Gorge was always a great place for 
white-water rafting, but its adventure offerings 
have “improved significantly” in recent years, 
said David Bear in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
Several rafting outfitters joined forces to form 
Adventures on the Gorge, an operation that has 
added zip lines, bike trails, horseback riding, and 
more places to stay to this federally protected 
recreational area. In the fall, when a local dam 
releases pent-up water, the Gauley River becomes 
“one of the country’s best runs of rapids.” But 
now, there’s little downtime in the gorge year-
round. In fact, I spent ample uptime in the air 
above it, enjoying the swaying “sky bridges” 
and 10 zip lines of the TreeTops Canopy Tour. 
The more intense Gravity Tour included a run 
on the AdrenaLine—the longest zip line on the 
East Coast—which had me doing 60 mph a 
full 200 feet above the ground. “My ride lasted 
fewer than 45 seconds, but what a rush!”

Getting the flavor of...

A guest’s private infinity pool

Last-minute travel deals
Spring in southern Portugal 
Start your family’s sum-
mer early at a luxury resort 
in Portugal’s Algarve region. 
Through May 31, the Martinhal 
Beach Resort is offering a 
five-night package that starts 
at $1,020 for a family of four, 
down from $1,617.
martinhal.com

A taste of the Hamptons 
Through May 14, the Topping 
Rose House in Bridgehampton, 
N.Y., is offering a free three-
course farm-to-table dinner to 
couples sharing one of the inn’s 
$799 King rooms. The kitchen at 
the 1842 mansion is overseen 
by rising chef Kyle Koenig.
toppingrosehouse.com

Vivid Sydney 
Enjoy Sydney’s annual festi-
val of lights with a six-night 
package from Down Under 
Answers. The $1,999 offer 
includes round-trip airfare from 
Los Angeles, a harbor dinner 
cruise, and a wildlife excursion. 
For travel May 22–June 8. 
duatravel.com

heard a complaint, even about the heat, 
and people welcomed me “literally with 
open arms,” offering what they had to 
me as they did to their neighbors. They 
lived in most places without running water 
and with scant electricity, trash heaps 
were everywhere, and children and adults 
relieved themselves in public. Still, “there 
was a dignity that belied the squalor,” and 

an enviable spirit of community.

I had no trouble understanding why 
my son loved nearby Kpalimé. A city 
of 75,000 and a regional capital, it was 
greener and a touch cooler than Lomé. 
What’s more—“in a country whose 
food passions are pounded cornmeal 
and pounded yam”—it had a congenial 
family-run restaurant where he could 
get a burger and a Belgian beer. My 
Kpalimé hotel had several families liv-
ing in the dirt backyard; it also had 
air conditioning. While wandering a 
market where artisans sold wooden 

crafts and batik hangings, we marveled at 
the motor scooter daredevils who some-
how could carry a whole family—or a live 
cow—on two wheels. One morning, two 
moto drivers carted us to the area’s high-
est peak for a small fee. The summit was 
“beautiful and lush and quiet.”
At Kpalimé’s Hotel Cristal (hotelcristal 
2002@yahoo.fr), rooms start at $30. 

West Virginia’s outdoor fun park
Even for a gay couple, the thought of joining 
an eight-day gay cruise can be anxiety-inducing, 
said Steven McElroy in The New York Times. 
My partner and I feared we’d feel “awfully out 
of place” if we were surrounded on our Atlantis 
Events excursion from Los Angeles to Mexico by 
nothing but hard-bodied 20-somethings gyrating 
to club music. Fortunately, the average age on 
these trips is about 40, and besides the young rev-
elers we’d expected, we were surrounded by men 
“of all ages and body types,” as well as a half-
dozen lesbian couples. Entertainment included 
drag shows, an appearance by Roseanne Barr, 
and regular theme parties where the younger man 
or two might show up in “nothing but under-
wear and a coating of glitter.” We were fine with 
that. There was “an overwhelming feeling of 
acceptance on board,” with no lines drawn. “You 
could be old or young, slim or heavy,” and “the 
sense of freedom was powerful.”

A gay cruise to Mexico

British Virgin Islands

Guana Island

Togolese women in a field near Kpalimé



The best of...birding for beginners 

Nikon 
Monarch 7 8x42
The Monarch 7 is a per-
fect binocular for bird 
enthusiasts “looking to 
go beyond the basics” 
but “not quite ready 
to break the bank.” Its 
sturdy build ensures 
years of fi eld use.
$477, bhphotovideo.com

Source: Birds & Blooms

Outdoor Research 
Seattle Sombrero
When rain’s falling, “a 
hat trumps a hood” 
because a hood muffl es 
your hearing. The 
shaped brim on the 
waterproof but breath-
able Seattle Sombrero 
keeps water away from 
the face and neck.
$60, outdoorresearch.com

Source: Backpacker.com

Bull & Stash 
Travel Notebook
“Bull & Stash notebooks 
promise to be your 
notebook for life.” Long-
lasting oiled leather 
wraps sturdy metal hard-
ware that holds quality 
replaceable paper, in a 
travel-size book perfect 
for notes or sketches.
$25, bullandstash.com

Source: HiConsumption.com

Carson IB-542 
HookUpz
Don’t bother carrying a 
camera everywhere you 
go just to document your 
best sightings. With this 
simple smartphone case 
and a pair of binoculars, 
“you can take quality 
photos in no time.”
$12, walmart.com

Source: Slate.com 

Woodlink Going Green 
Platform Feeder 
Some days you wind 
up seeing more bird 
species in a backyard 
feeder than during an 
hours-long excursion. 
Woodlink’s large fl at 
feeder “attracts a huge 
variety of species and 
makes observation easy. ”
$30, homedepot.com 

Source: Slate.com

Consumer

Motor Trend
The newest iteration of Bentley’s fl agship 
sedan lunges from a dead stop “like a 
tiger springing onto unsuspecting prey.” 
No other luxury sedan is faster than this 
6,000-pound cruiser, which sprints to 60 
mph in 4.8 seconds and hits a top speed 
of 190 mph. But while building a swifter, 
torquier version of the already fl eet Mul-
sanne, the British automaker “has taught it 
to go around a corner with a bit more con-
trol, as well.” In most driving environments, 
“you’re unlikely to fi nd its limits.”

DigitalTrends.com
Given the Speed’s combination of crafts-

manship and performance, “it’s perhaps the 
most spectacular luxury car in the world.” 
The wood used for each car’s interior trim 
comes from a single tree to ensure con-
sistent coloring. The 14 hides used for the 
leather surfaces are harvested from bulls 
only—“no pregnancy stretch marks here”—
and those bulls never knew the sting of a 
mosquito or barbed wire. 

Road & Track 
Bentley expects that half of Mulsanne 
buyers will spend $31,900 extra to have a 
Speed, adding options from there. Want 
iPads that open from the seat backs with the 
push of a button? No problem. How about a 

champagne chiller with three fl utes? That’ll 
run $11,000. “Of course, nobody who buys 
a Bentley will pay much attention to cost.”
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Tip of the week...
Body language that pays

Best apps...
For documenting  police misconduct 

And for those who have 
everything...
Meet the thief-proof 
bike. The 
Stromer ST2 
offers plenty 
of impressive 
technology, 
beginning with 
a battery-powered pedal assist that has a 
90-mile range and a top speed of 28 mph. But 
sometimes its most critical high-tech feature 
is its connectivity: If the bike goes missing, 
the owner can use a smartphone to track its 
location and activate anti-theft measures. One 
San Francisco buyer recently recovered his 
Stromer in two hours, after police narrowed 
their search using GPS and then spotted the 
thief because lights on the bike were fl ashing 
as he rode by. The word “Theft” was blinking 
on the crossbar’s digital display.
$6,990, stromer bike.com
Source: OutsideOnline.com

For getting hired: Just before interview-
ing, strike a pose in the bathroom or eleva-
tor. Research shows that raising your arms 
in a V or standing with hands on hips for 
two minutes can lower stress and “increase 
feelings of power.” 

For extending a dinner date: If you want 
to convey romantic interest, rest an arm 
and hand on the table with your fingers 
pointing toward your companion. Match 
.com calls this move the Reach.

For bonding with co-workers: Never 
withhold a high five, because even a split 
second of contact boosts bonding. Touching 
raises oxytocin—responsible for feelings of 
trust—and lowers stress-inducing cortisol. 

For slimming down: Flex your arm 
muscles while choosing a snack. A recent 
study shows dieters who did so were more 
likely to choose an apple over a candy bar.
Source: ReadersDigest.com

Cop Watch instantly uploads any video you 
shoot to YouTube, ensuring the footage’s 
survival even if your phone is confiscated. 
An Android version of the free app is prom-
ised soon. (iOS only)

Mobile Justice is a free ACLU-sponsored 
app that makes it easy to record and send 
video of police actions to the various 
chapters of the civil liberties organization, 
including those in Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Oregon. Stop & Frisk Watch, a similar free 
app, for Android and iOS, was created for 
New Yorkers by the NYCLU.

Five-O allows users to rate individual 
police officers they’ve interacted with and 
makes these reviews searchable. (Free, 
Android only)

I’m Getting Arrested is useful if you’re 
joining a protest and might need to send an 
instant alert to family. (Free, Android only) 
Source: Huffi ngtonPost.com 

The Bentley Mulsanne Speed: What the critics say

A new benchmark in luxury and power,
from $335,600

THE WEEK May 1, 2015



Best properties on the market30 

This week: Beautiful natural lighting
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3  Sarasota, 
Fla.  Architect 
Guy Peterson 
designed this 
six-bedroom 
home on 
Sarasota Bay. 
Built in 1998, 
the 10,000-square-foot modern 
house has floor-to-ceiling glass 
walls, a media room, multiple 
kitchens, and a  master suite with 
an exercise studio. The 0.92-acre 
property includes boat dockage, 
a heated pool, and royal palm 
trees. $3,950,000. Kim and 
 Michael Ogilvie, Michael Saun-
ders and Co., (941) 376-1717

1  Meadowbrook, Pa.  Architect Hugh Newell Jacobsen 
designed this four-bedroom house in 1988. The home, 
set on a 4-acre lot, consists of five connected pavilions, 
one containing a great room with dormer skylights and 
floor-to-ceiling windows. Additional features include 
a chef’s kitchen, a library with a spiral staircase, and 
a master suite with a fireplace and a private office. 
$1,600,000. Susan Ravenscroft, Kurfiss/Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, (610) 213-3515

2  Missoula, Mont.  On 71 acres along a bank of the 
Bitterroot River, the Farm at McCauley Butte was de-
signed by Cutler Anderson Architects. The four-bedroom, 
6,800-square-foot home is made of glass, Douglas fir 
columns, and cabinet-grade maple flooring. Additional 
details include geothermal heating, an 800-bottle wine room, 
and an open floor plan that provides unobstructed views. 
$6,500,000. Keith Lenard, Hall and Hall, (406) 542-3762
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7  Schuyler, Va.  This two-bedroom home outside of Charlottes-
ville is on a 3.7-acre wooded lot. With its two-story open floor 
plan, the house was designed to let light shine in. Features include 
a woodstove, wall cutouts, exposed beams, upper balconies, and 
a rooftop deck. $250,000. Peter Wiley, Frank Hardy/Sotheby’s 
International Realty, (434) 422-2090

6  Camden, Maine 
 This four-bedroom 
Shingle-style house sits 
on 7.9 acres close to 

downtown. Features 
include a double- 
sided fireplace, 
ra di ant heating, and 
a chef’s kitchen with 
a professional stove 
and a Sub-Zero re-
frigerator. The mas-
ter bedroom has a 
glass corner-seat win-
dow and a bathroom 
with windows over a 
spa tub. $1,795,000. 
Jeri Holm, Camden 
Real Estate, (207) 
236-6171

5  Greenwich, Conn.  Built in 1993, this five-bedroom home 
lies on 10 acres of Conyers Farm, an exclusive rural gated 

community. Window-
filled walls on both 
sides of the house allow 
light to flow throughout 
the residence. Other 
amenities include a 
cathedral-ceilinged glass 
sunroom, an infinity 
pool, and a bluestone 
patio. $6,400,000. 
Joann P. Erb and Rob 
Johnson, Halstead Prop-
erty, (203) 869-8100

4  Littleton, Colo. 
Built in 1959, this 
four-bedroom house 
was built with 
tongue-and-groove 
ceilings and exposed 
beams. White walls 
and white-oak floors 
reflect light through-
out the residence. The 
master suite is in a 
separate wing and has 
custom closets, glass 
doors, and a spa bath-
room. The home is in 
a private lake com-
munity with beach 
and boating access. 
$2,200,000. Peter 
Blank, LIV/Sotheby’s 
International Realty, 
(720) 849-1956

Steal of the week



Thanks to the “fast 
growth of specialized 
scents in fabric soften-
ers, household cleaners, 
and body sprays,” said 
Drew Harwell in The 
Washington Post, the 
typical American smells 
“sweeter and cleaner 
than ever.” But while 
that may be “good 
news for our noses,” the 
trend is proving to be a 
major drag on the “once 
bountiful” perfume and 
cologne industry. U.S. 
sales of non designer 
scents aimed at a 
 middle-class clientele 
have dropped by half 
since 2000, to about 
$600 million last year. 
Not every sector of the 
fragrance market stinks, 
however. High-end 
brands like Chanel No. 5 
and Acqua di Giò con-
tinue to thrive because 
of clever marketing and 
brand loyalty. But with 
companies as varied 
as Verizon and United 
Airlines patenting their 
own “special smells” 
for use in stores and 
lounges, mainstream 
perfume purveyors will 
likely see their sales 
continue to fade away. 

Sweet smells,
sluggish sales 

BUSINESS

The proposed marriage of the 
country’s two biggest cable com-
panies is stumbling on its way to 
the altar, said Alex Sherman in 
Bloomberg.com. Comcast execu-
tives met with antitrust officials 
at the Justice Department this 
week for the first time to make 
the case for the company’s $45 
billion takeover of Time Warner 
Cable. But government attorneys 
who have scrutinized the deal for 
the past year will reportedly recommend that the 
union be blocked, on the grounds that it would 
harm consumers. Six senators, including Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.), echoed that argument this 
week, writing to regulators that an enlarged 
Comcast would “drive out competitors.” 

Antitrust officials are “unlikely 
to be appeased” by Comcast’s 
promises that it won’t abuse its 
dominant market position after 
the merger, said Brent Kendall 
and Shalini Ramachandran in 
The Wall Street Journal. The 
combined Comcast-TWC would 
control as much as 57 percent of 
the national broadband market 
and 30 percent of the cable mar-
ket. When the government con-

siders mergers problematic, it typically demands 
structural changes to the deal. But Comcast “may 
not have a lot of wiggle room to offer” regulators, 
such as selling off “existing businesses or other 
assets to rivals to preserve competition,” before 
the TWC acquisition “becomes less attractive.”

Media: Comcast-TWC merger in jeopardy

Markets: Trader arrested over 2010 ‘flash crash’
A high-frequency trader based in London was arrested this week over 
his alleged role in the May 2010 “flash crash,” said Douwe Miedema 
and Sarah N. Lynch in Reuters.com. U.S. prosecutors charged Navinder 
Singh Sarao, 36, with wire and commodities fraud, among other 
charges, for allegedly using automated computer programs to artificially 
manipulate share prices. On May 6, 2010, Sarao placed and withdrew 
thousands of stock orders worth millions of dollars each, prosecutors 
said, contributing to a virtual free fall in the Dow Jones industrial aver-
age and briefly wiping nearly $1 trillion from global markets. 

Mobile: Google tweaks its search algorithm
Tuesday was a panic-inducing day for businesses that rely on custom-
ers finding them via Google, said Jefferson Graham in USA Today. The 
tech giant rolled out changes to the way its search engine ranks web 
pages, with sites that are deemed “mobile friendly” now ranked higher 
in results than those that are only optimized for desktops. Tech writers 
dubbed the algorithm tweak Mobilegeddon, since as many as 40 percent 
of top websites haven’t been updated to meet Google’s mobile standards.

Energy: EU accuses Russia’s Gazprom of unfair pricing
“Brace yourselves for a gas war,” said Ivana Kottasova in CNN.com. 
European Union regulators filed antitrust charges against the Russian 
energy giant Gazprom this week, accusing the firm of using its domi-
nant position in the European energy market to manipulate natural gas 
prices and “hinder the free flow of gas across the continent.” Nearly a 
third of Europe’s natural gas comes from Russia, and 15 percent flows 
through Ukraine. EU officials were reportedly ready to pursue charges 
last year but held off in order to avoid undermining cease-fire negotia-
tions in Ukraine. 

Food safety: Blue Bell Creameries issues total recall
Blue Bell Creameries issued a nationwide recall of its products this 
week, after illnesses in four states were linked to a potentially deadly 
bacterium in its ice cream, said Brady Dennis in The Washington 
Post. Federal health officials say three people in Kansas died after con-
tracting listeriosis from eating Blue Bell products contaminated with 
listeria; seven others in Kansas, Texas, Arizona, and Oklahoma have 
also fallen ill. The 108-year-old, Texas-based Blue Bell is the country’s 
fourth-largest ice cream maker. 
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Regulators might pull the plug.

CEO indiscretions can 
cost a company a pretty 
penny. A study found that 
firms experience an average 
shareholder loss of $226 mil-
lion in the three days after 
the announcement of a CEO 
mishap, like an affair, arrest, 
or allegation of lying. 
Fortune

Fracking companies have 
a reputation for heavy debts 
and high production costs, 
but oil’s dramatic price crash 
over the past year hasn’t 
claimed many such firms 
as casualties, as industry 
experts initially feared it 
might. In the first quarter of 
2015, more than two-thirds 
of independent U.S. oil and 
gas companies had healthy 
balance sheets, with at least 
as much equity as debt.
The Economist 

Global 
revenue 
from digi-
tal music 

downloads 
and streaming 

subscriptions has 
overtaken CD sales 
for the first time. Last 
year, digital music 

revenue grew 7 percent, to 
$6.85 billion, while revenue 
from physical formats, of 
which CDs make up the vast 
majority, fell 8 percent, to 
$6.82 billion. 
TheVerge.com

Japan has surpassed China 
as the biggest foreign holder 
of U.S. government debt for 
the first time since the 2008 
global financial crisis. Japan 
owned $1.2244 trillion worth 
of U.S. Treasuries as of the 
end of February, compared 
with $1.2237 trillion for China.
CNN.com

Nick Woodman, the bil-
lionaire founder of camera 
maker GoPro, has become 
the highest-paid corporate 
executive in the U.S., accord-
ing to the Bloomberg Pay 
Index. The 39-year-old was 
granted 4.5 million restricted 
stock units in 2014, worth 
$284.5 million.
Bloomberg.com 

The bottom line



Making money

Everyone knows that death and taxes are the 
“two certainties in life,” said Rep. Kevin Brady 
(R-Texas) and Rep. Steve Scalise (R-La.) in 
USA Today. But few small-business owners and 
farmers realize that once they die, the govern-
ment will “swoop in” and confiscate 40 percent 
of the money they and their families “spent a 
lifetime building—and already paid taxes on.” 
The “death tax” is “an attack  on the American 
dream,” which is why the House of Representa-
tives voted last week to repeal it. Those most af-
fected are ranchers, farmers, and entrepreneurs, 
and their grieving families are often forced to 
sell their land and businesses to satisfy the IRS. 
“Why is America punishing success?” It would 
be one thing if this “odious tax” were a revenue 
generator, said Stephen Moore in National 
 Review.com. But “it hardly raises any money.” 
In 2013, the estate tax raised just $12.7 billion, 
a tiny fraction of federal tax receipts. It’s “all economic pain, 
with no gain,” and it’s long past time to kill it for good.

Why are Republicans so fixated on repealing a tax that affects 
just 5,400 very rich Americans each year? asked USA Today in 
an editorial. You have to leave at least $5.4 mil lion (or $10.8 mil-
lion for a couple) to heirs to pay any federal estate tax at all; just 
0.2 percent of Americans who die each year leave estates that are 

liable to it. All of the Republicans’ justifica-
tions for getting rid of this tax are “bogus,” 
said Dana Milbank in The Washington Post. 
Their claim that the estate tax hurts mostly 
farmers and entrepreneurs? In 2013, just 120 
farmers and small-business owners had to pay 
it. The outrage over double taxation? More 
than half the value of estates over $100 million 
come from capital gains “that have never been 
taxed.” The tax doesn’t raise any revenue? The 
Treasury would actually lose $269 billion over 
the next 10 years if it were repealed. But who 
needs facts when you are pandering to a base 
of ultrarich “trust-fund babies”?

This bill will never become law, said Robert 
Schroeder in MarketWatch.com. There aren’t 
enough votes to advance the measure in the 
Senate, and President Obama has vowed to 

veto it. Which makes the GOP’s push for repeal all the more 
politically tone-deaf, said Aaron Task in Yahoo.com. Ameri-
can workers’ wages are stagnant, economic inequality is at its 
highest level since the 1920s, and workers “increasingly feel 
the American dream is out of their reach.” The 2016 race is 
just heating up, and House Republicans’ biggest priority is a 
tax giveaway to a few thousand multimillionaires? They just 
“handed the Democrats a gift.”

Taxes: The fight over the estate tax
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Should we kill the ‘death tax’?

Tougher screening for new hires
Personality tests are raising the bar for job 
seekers, said Lauren Weber in The Wall 
Street Journal. The popularity of automated 
pre-hire tests is surging, with eight of the 
top 10 biggest U.S. private employers now 
using them to assess applicants. While early-
generation tests measured only a “few broad 
personality traits,” advances in computer 
modeling and statistical analysis now allow 
employers to “appraise everything from tech-
nical and communication skills to personality 
and whether a candidate is a good match 
with a workplace’s culture”—all in a single 
sitting. Advocates of the billion-dollar testing 
industry say that  “more precisely matching 
applicants with jobs leads to longer, happier 
careers.” But critics insist the tests are just 
another burdensome hurdle in an already 
challenging job market. If a company requires 
a personality test, “I just don’t apply,” said 
Patrick Corbett, a 46-year-old tech support 
worker. “I don’t feel like wasting another 
hour of my life for a job I won’t get.”
 
Capitalizing on good credit
Don’t let a good credit score sit idle, said 
HuffingtonPost.com. Once your score hits 
661 for “good” or 781 for “excellent,” you 

need to put it to “effective use.” For starters, 
you may be eligible for a zero-percent interest 
rate on balance transfers, so now’s the time to 
apply for new cards to more easily pay off old 
debt. And with home-loan interest rates at his-
toric lows, good credit might also allow you 
to “lock in a much lower rate” on your mort-
gage through refinancing. You can also save 
money on car insurance, as most coverage 
plans “are actually partially tied to your credit 
score”—insurers use that data to help “deter-
mine the likelihood that you’ll file a claim.”
 
Teaching kids to bank smart
When it comes to kids and money, transition-
ing from a piggy bank to a savings account is 
a big step, said Beth Pinsker in Reuters.com. 
“Financial experts say it is best to start with 
a trip to a bank.” When choosing which one, 
don’t bother worrying about interest rates—
“you’re not trying to grow their money as 
much as grow their habits”—but do try to 
look for low fees. If your child begins earning 
taxable income, try to move it into a Roth 
IRA. That $1,000 put away now will have 
grown to nearly $30,000 when your 15-year-
old is 65. Convincing teens to part with their 
earnings may prove a challenge, but those 
“teachable moments” will pay off. 

What the experts say
Preventable 
injuries are 
the No. 1 killer 
of children 
in the United 
States every 
year. Safe Kids 
Worldwide 
(safekids 
.org) seeks to 
reduce preventable childhood injuries by 
sponsoring awareness and educational 
programs, conducting research, and 
teaming with Congress to create safety-
oriented policies like car-seat laws and 
product testing. The organization works 
with a network of more than 500 coali-
tion groups in the U.S. and partners in 
25 countries to reduce injuries to minors 
involving motor vehicles, sports, pools, 
falls, burns, furniture, and poison, often 
through awareness programs. Successful 
recent initiatives include Buckle Up, 
which offers parents free car-safety 
checks at dealerships, and Walk This Way, 
which ensures  pedestrian-friendly school 
routes for kids. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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With income inequality on the rise, you might 
think there would be increasing support for taxing 
the rich and giving to the poor, said Neil Irwin. 
In fact, since the 1970s, “close to the opposite 
has happened.” As middle-class incomes have 
stagnated and the wealthy have gotten wealthier, 
Americans have actually become more skeptical 
about income redistribution. Our desire to “soak 
the rich has diminished,” even as top earners have 
“more wealth available that could, theoretically, 
be soaked.” Conventional explanations for this 
“seeming paradox” tend to fall along ideological 
lines. For conservatives, it proves that Americans 

understand that lower taxes spur growth and 
make “everybody better off.” Liberals, mean-
while, say voters have been hoodwinked by con-
servative politicians and pundits, who have turned 
“redistribution” into a “dirty word.” But a pair of 
new studies suggests that our attitudes are actually 
much more complex, and that support for higher 
taxes is largely governed by factors like how long 
we think someone has been rich and whether we 
are already receiving government benefits. These 
insights don’t get us any closer to more coherent 
tax policies. But it helps explain why the redistri-
bution debate often proves so “messy.” 

“In the age of big data,” said Max Nisen, “it’s 
possible to rank employees in entirely new ways.” 
But openly comparing workers “with the intention 
of creating friendly competition or transparency” 
can easily backfire, “depending on a company’s 
culture.” A new study of how firms use perfor-
mance data examined a trucking company “in 
the midst of adopting Toyota’s famous lean prin-
ciples,” which emphasize collective outcomes over 
individual results. Researchers found that posting 
a leaderboard comparing employees’ productivity 
“had vastly different effects” at various offices. At 
locations that had maintained the “original, more 

individualistic culture,” posting rankings “boosted 
performance substantially.” But at sites that had 
implemented the Toyota system, rankings “had the 
exact opposite effect,” resulting in “more wasted 
fuel and more time spent idling.” The researchers 
concluded that the disparity “came down to the 
change in mindset”: Workers who were told they 
would be “rewarded for collective achievement” 
altered their efforts to avoid hurting co-workers 
and creating “schisms in the team.” So if a com-
pany’s culture already emphasizes collaboration, 
the boss “may want to think twice before putting 
everyone’s performance data out in the open.” 

“The great revolving door between 
Washington and Wall Street keeps spin-
ning,” said the San Francisco Chronicle 
in an editorial. The latest example of ex- 
policymakers cashing in came last week, 
when former Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke announced that he was joining 
Citadel, a $25 billion New York City–based 
hedge fund, as a paid adviser. Bernanke 
won’t say how much Citadel is paying him 
for his expert economic analysis, but you 
can be sure it’s more than the $200,000 a 
year he made at the Fed. And even though 
“it’s hard to get too angry at Bernanke personally” for wanting 
to make a buck—the talented economist “couldn’t even refinance 
his mortgage last year”—that “doesn’t make it right.”

“It’s easy to see why Citadel wants Bernanke,” said James Kwak 
in Medium.com. He has an unparalleled knowledge of global 
markets and can get any policymaker in the world to answer his 
phone calls. Less clear is why Bernanke wants Citadel. Everyone 
assumes it’s for an outsize paycheck, but Bernanke already has 
“many ways of making money.” He commands $200,000 per 
speech, earns hundreds of thousands of dollars a year in textbook 
royalties, has a government pension and a seven-figure book 
advance, and could supplement it all with a cushy teaching gig 
anywhere of his choosing. Still, when like Bernanke you’ve spent 
years rubbing shoulders with billionaire bankers, it’s understand-
able that you’d want to “get a little of that for yourself,” said 
Matt O’Brien in WashingtonPost.com. “Who wants to be in the 
top 10 percent when everyone you know is in the top 1 percent?”

“If anyone deserves the big payday 
after sacrificing a significant chunk of 
prime-earnings years to public service, 
it’s Bernanke,” said Dunstan Prial in Fox 
 Business.com. He almost single-handedly 
saved the global economy from spiraling 
into another Great Depression by launch-
ing “unprecedented and untested” lending 
and liquidity programs in the darkest days 
of the financial crisis. And he weathered 
“relentless criticism” that his interest-rate 
policies were setting the stage for run-
away inflation. In other words, “the guy 

worked really, really hard for a number of years during which 
the stakes couldn’t possibly have been higher,” and he proved 
his critics dead wrong. “Whatever coin Bernanke is now bank-
ing,” he’s earned it.

But it should make all of us uncomfortable that so many former 
officials are moving “into ill-defined finance roles,” said Mat-
thew Yglesias in Vox.com. Former Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner has joined a private equity firm; former Office of 
Management and Budget chief Peter Orszag works for Citi-
group; former director of the National Economic Council Larry 
Summers works for a multibillion-dollar hedge fund—and that’s 
just the short list. These officials’ swift embrace of Wall Street 
after exiting Washington does little to dispel the suspicion that 
there is some sort of “cozy, implicit” arrangement at play: “Run 
the country in a way that’s friendly to the interests of the finan-
cial sector writ large, and someone will set you up with a nice 
no-show job to pad out your retirement.”

Issue of the week: Mr. Bernanke goes to Wall Street
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Why Americans 
don’t want to
soak the rich
Neil Irwin
NYTimes.com

The downside 
of employee 
rankings
Max Nisen
Qz.com

Bernanke: A public servant cashes in.



Percy Sledge’s 
greatest hit was 
the product of a 
broken heart. In 

late 1965, the club singer was 
performing at a Mississippi frat 
party when he began improvis-
ing a song about the girlfriend 
who’d just left him for another 
man. A record producer at the 
show, Quin Ivy, was impressed 
by the passionate, bluesy num-
ber and told Sledge that he’d 
record the track—if the singer refined the lyrics. 
A few weeks later, Ivy asked how the redraft 
was going. “I told him, ‘When a man loves a 
woman, he can’t keep his mind on nothin’ else,’” 
said Sledge, “and [Ivy] said, ‘That’s it. That’s 
the song.’” Sledge’s rendition of the raw, love-
lorn “When a Man Loves a Woman” would hit 
No. 1 in the pop charts in 1966, selling more 
than 1 million copies. 

Sledge was born in Leighton, Ala., “a poor farm 
town where he developed as a vocalist by singing 
in the local gospel choir,” said The New York 
Times. He quit his day job at a chemical plant 

following the success of his debut 
single and had hits with a string 
of soul ballads, including “It 
Tears Me Up” and “Take Time 
to Know Her.” But by the early 
1970s, Sledge’s heartrending 
wailing had fallen out of favor 
and he “took to the cabaret cir-
cuit in a tuxedo,” said The Times 
(U.K.). His critical stock rose 
again in the 1980s, thanks to the 
use of “When a Man Loves a 
Woman” in several blockbuster 

movies, including The Big Chill and Platoon.

“Although he had co-written the song, Sledge 
was never able to retire on the royalties” from 
“When a Man Loves a Woman,” said The 
Guardian (U.K.). As a young man, he had signed 
over the writing credits to two bandmates who 
had helped arrange the track. It was, he later 
admitted, “the worst decision of my life.” But he 
would never regret writing the classic soul num-
ber, which remains a favorite first-dance request 
at weddings. “That song was meant to be for the 
world,” he said. “For the world to love it makes 
me feel like a king.”

Obituaries
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A. Alfred Taubman 
changed the way the 
world shops. During 
the post–World War II 

boom years, the retail developer 
realized that America’s rapidly 
expanding suburban middle class 
lacked somewhere convenient—and 
pleasant—to buy clothes and other 
goods. In a radical departure from 
depressing-looking strip malls, 
Taubman created shopping plazas 
with numerous stores and restau-
rants beneath one roof; parking 
spaces at the front of the building rather than 
the back; and skylights, waterfalls, and wide 
entranceways that helped overcome what he 
termed “threshold resistance.” Shoppers loved 
it, and Taubman’s template became the standard 
design for indoor malls everywhere. “We were 
able to duplicate to a great degree what occurs 
in a downtown,” he said in 1977, “all under one 
ownership and one control.”

Born in Michigan to German-Jewish immi-
grants, Taubman “stopped using his first name, 
Adolph,” while serving in the Army Air Forces 
during World War II, said the Associated Press. 
After the war, he trained as an architect but quit 
the profession when he spotted a new business 
opportunity. Taubman said he realized there 

was money to be made in build-
ing and owning stores—“or, 
better yet, groups of stores”—
and in 1950 founded his own 
retail development company. 
He oversaw several multistore 
developments in Michigan 
in the 1950s, and in 1961 he 
“broke ground on his first large 
mall: the 350,000-square-foot 
Arborland project in Ann Arbor,” 
said CNN.com. He went on to 
develop 20 malls in the U.S., and 
this year “Forbes estimated his 

net worth at $3.1 billion.” 

But Taubman wasn’t solely focused on retail, 
said The New York Times. He was also an 
“aggressive entrepreneur,” with business interests 
in real estate, movie theaters, and A&W Root 
Beer. In 1983, he bought the renowned interna-
tional auction house Sotheby’s and transformed 
it into a “modern full-service art retailer,” offer-
ing customers financing, insurance, storage, 
and art education. But in 2001, the 77-year-old 
Taubman was “convicted of antitrust violations” 
after being found guilty of conspiring to fix auc-
tion commission rates with rival firm Christie’s. 
He served nine months in prison; it was, he said, 
a chastening experience. “I lost a chunk of my 
life, my good name, and around 27 pounds.”

The developer who pioneered indoor malls

The balladeer who recorded a defining love song

A. Alfred
Taubman

1924–2015 Joel Spira turned the utilitar-
ian light switch into a roman-
tic mood enhancer. The 
founder of Lutron Electronics 
invented the first dimmer 

for domestic 
use in the late 
1950s, giving 
homeown-
ers the ability 

to lower the lighting in any 
room. Spira’s invention could 
be used to reduce electricity 
bills, but his early market-
ing strategy focused on the 
product’s sexier applications. 
“Dimming the lights,” he 
explained, “makes you look 
more attractive.” An in-store 
promotion for Lutron’s first 
commercial dimmer fea-
tured a drawing of a shapely 
woman in a pink nightgown; 
in an ad for another product, 
a couple exchanged pas-
sionate glances beneath a 
chandelier. “Dial romance,” 
the copy read, “with a light 
dimmer Dim-n-Glo.”

The Brooklyn-born Spira 
was a physicist working for 
a military contractor when 
he invented the home dim-
mer, said The New York 
Times. Until that point, dim-
mers were large devices that 
worked by absorbing energy, 
which meant they gave off 
huge amounts of heat and 
could only be safely used for 
“certain commercial func-
tions, like regulating the stage 
lights in theaters.” Spira’s 
breakthrough was to create 
a switch that controlled the 
flow of power to the light, a 
change that “made dimmers 
cooler and small enough to 
fit in a home wall box.”

Spira made other light-
ing innovations, designing 
products that help “illumi-
nate the Statue of Liberty, 
Windsor Castle in the U.K., 
and the Bank of China head-
quarters in Beijing,” said the 
Allentown, Pa., Morning Call. 
But he knew he’d be remem-
bered for the switches used 
to soften lighting in countless 
houses around the world. 
“Someday I’ll be gone,” he 
said in 2012. “But dimmers 
will be with us forever.”

Joel 
Spira

1927–2015
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The inventor 
who made mood 
lighting possible
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now 36—has found a few things to do that 
will keep him out of trouble: a business 
class in the mornings, a Bible-study group 
on Saturdays and Sundays, some chess 
in the common area. That still leaves too 
much time to think about what’s happened. 

The young man who went in 17 years ago 
was so different. His parents had brought 
him to America from Cuba when he was 2, 
in 1980. His father had been a welder who 
worked janitorial and carpentry jobs. His 
mother had been a nurse; she worked at a 
bank and sold cars. They argued often and 
eventually divorced. By then, Lima-Marin 
was 16 and had already served one term in 
a juvenile prison for stealing cars.

He stole cars with his best friend, Michael 
Clifton, with whom he’d formed a sort of 
two-person gang. “We were like brothers,” 
Lima-Marin says. Their thing wasn’t drugs 
or booze, but money. They both wanted to 
be players, with the right clothes, the right 
car stereos. “It was all about girls and hav-
ing things and looking nice,” Lima-Marin 
remembers. “And because we didn’t have 
the money, we wanted to get and have all 
these things as quickly as possible.”

Lima-Marin and Clifton both got jobs 
for a short time at a Blockbuster around 
the corner from their apartment; Clifton 

even became a manager. But by then, their 
social schedule came with a big budget. 
They were regularly throwing parties in 
the apartment. Friends crashed there all 
the time. To keep it all going, they needed 
more money than any day job could pro-
vide. Together, they devised a plan.

They knew how their Block buster  operated, 
and so they knew how all the other Block-
busters in Denver operated, too. They knew 
that each location had a safe, and that at 
least one person on duty had the combina-
tion. They knew where the surveillance 
equipment was, and that all employees were 
instructed to cooperate during a robbery, 
to ensure everyone’s personal safety. They 
thought they’d need guns, but not bullets. 
“We knew exactly how it would pan out, 
based on what we knew employees were 
trained to do,” Lima-Marin says. 

THE FIRST CALL to the police came at 
9:16 a.m. on Sept. 13, 1998, from a 
Blockbuster in the center of Aurora. 

The manager had just arrived for work 
when two men smashed the window, sent 
him to open the safe, and left with $6,766. 
The suspects were wearing bandanas around 
their faces, and one carried a long rifle. 

Later that night, it all happened again, 
this time at a Hollywood Video around 

Rene rebuilt his life after prison, said Robert Kolker. Then a judge said his release had been a mistake.

Rene and Jasmine on their wedding day in 2013, with sons Josiah (left) and Justus

ONLY AFTER RENE Lima-Marin 
walked out and the gate of 
Colorado’s Crowley County 

Correctional Facility shut behind him, on 
April 24, 2008, did he finally decide he 
didn’t have to worry anymore. He was 29 
years old and a free man, released after serv-
ing a decade of what had been a sentence 
of 98 years. His girlfriend, Jasmine, said he 
looked weird. He was thinner, his long hair 
cut short. But he could not be denied now, 
standing there in person. He had told her he 
was going to change in prison, and he told 
her now that he’d done it.

They moved in together. He became a father 
to her 1-year-old son. He found a job, then 
a better one, and then a union job, working 
construction on skyscrapers in the center of 
Denver. The family went to church. They 
took older relatives in at their new, bigger 
house in a nice section of Aurora. There 
was another child, also a boy, and a wed-
ding timed for when he’d be done with his 
five years of parole. Eventually, the demands 
of everyday life papered over the past. Life 
became about bills, chores, church, and soc-
cer with the boys. Days and weeks passed 
with only the smallest reminders of the per-
son he’d once been. 

Then on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 2014, he was 
getting ready for another day in the sky, 
installing glass windows in buildings high 
above the city. His cellphone buzzed with an 
unknown number. The woman on the line 
said she was from the Denver public defend-
er’s office. She didn’t understand it all herself. 
The prosecutor was saying that his release 
from prison five years and eight months 
earlier—a lifetime ago, a life he’d managed 
to mostly will out of his mind—had been a 
mistake. A clerical error. A judge just signed 
off on the order. He had to go back.

For the longest time, he had no words. 
Finally, he managed a question. Is this even 
possible? Officers came to get him that 
day. They let him hug his young boys one 
last time and then cuffed him out of their 
sight. And at a hastily arranged hearing, it 
was all confirmed. Rene Lima-Marin’s next 
chance at freedom would be in 2054, when 
he would be 75 years old.

THE KIT CARSON Correctional Center 
is a medium-security state prison on 
an empty expanse of Midwestern 

plain, about as far from Denver as you can 
get and still be in the state of Colorado. 
One of about 700 inmates, Lima-Marin—
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the  corner. But with another slight varia-
tion from the script. Two clerks were in the 
store, not just one. Lima-Marin and Clifton 
brought them both into a back room, forc-
ing one to lie on the floor and the other to 
open the safe. “They put a gun to the back 
of my head and said, ‘This is where you’re 
going to die,’” one of the employees, Shane 
Ashurst, recalled. The men took $3,735.

It took only a few days for police to connect 
the robberies to Lima-Marin and Clifton. 
The police got a warrant for Lima-Marin’s 
apartment and car and found everything: 
the rifles, the surveillance tapes, the cash. 

It was a string of robberies, but of course 
it wasn’t just that. In the eyes of the law, 
everything about the two friends’ spree was 
important. Both men received two counts 
of first-degree burglary and three counts of 
aggravated robbery, for each of the three 
employees they made cooperate at the two 
stores. That surprised Lima-Marin. “I didn’t 
rob three people,” he says. “I robbed two 
stores.” Then came the kidnapping charges: 
three counts of second-degree kidnapping, 
because they’d forced three employees to 
move from one part of a store to another. 

Lima-Marin wasn’t just facing more charges 
than he expected: the prosecutors were 
pursuing those charges with surprising zeal. 
Back in those days, public alarm nationally 
had reached a near-frenzy over so-called 
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him, and when she read it, she saw that his 
release date was consistent with a 16-year 
sentence, as if his sentences were running 
concurrently. Since this matched the most 
favorable outcome he could expect from an 
appeal, he remembers her saying, it made 
no sense to bother filing one. She handed 
him a sheet of paper, he signed it, and he 
never saw her again.

Back in his cell, Lima-Marin wondered how 
this was possible. Other inmates told him 
that if he wanted to make sure his lawyer 
was right, he should ask to see what every-
one called his “green sheet,” the official 
Department of Corrections record of his 
sentence and parole eligibility. The green 
sheet was gospel, he was told; whatever was 
on the green sheet, the DOC would follow. 
Sure enough, his green sheet confirmed 
what his lawyer had said: 16 years.

He was granted parole in April 2008, six 
years before the end of his 16-year sentence. 
He was 29. His entire adult life up to that 
point had been spent in prison. He had no 
money, no job, and no professional qualifi-
cations. Jasmine supported him while he got 
back on his feet. 

Soon, his life gained a new shape. “I 
remember talking to a friend. I said, ‘Look 
at where I am. I was in prison for the rest 
of my life. Now I have two boys, we both 
have nice jobs, we both have cars.’ I was 
kind of proud of what I had accomplished.” 
Then the call came. 

LAST MARCH, LIMA-MARIN’S new pub-
lic defender filed a motion with the 
court arguing that Lima-Marin no 

longer deserved prison, and that to send 
him back amounted to cruel and unusual 
punishment. His life outside prison proved 
he’d changed.

In a lengthy reply on behalf of the state, 
district attorney Rich Orman described 
Lima-Marin’s five years and eight months of 
accidental freedom as a great stroke of luck. 
The fact that Lima-Marin lived like a model 
citizen for five years, Orman argued, should 
have no bearing. “Plainly said,” Orman 
wrote, “the Defendant had no business get-
ting married and starting a family.” 

In April 2014, a judge sided with Orman, 
ruling against Lima-Marin’s motion to be 
released. An appeal is still pending.

Excerpted from an article originally pub-
lished by Matter and the Marshall Project 
(themarshallproject.org), a nonprofit 
newsroom dedicated to covering the U.S. 
criminal justice system. Reprinted with 
permission.

Top: Lima-Marin and Michael Clifton.  
Bottom: Rene and family on a 2014 prison visit.
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superpredators, juvenile offenders so impul-
sive that they killed or maimed without 
giving much thought to the consequences. 
Demographers and social scientists were 
predicting greater crime waves to come, cit-
ing data suggesting that a small percentage 
of young criminals were responsible for a 
huge swath of violent crime. The solution, 
many prosecutors and police thought, was 
to lock them away for as long as possible 
until their wild years were behind them. 

Colorado’s 18th Judicial District, in 
Arapahoe County, was proudly out in 
front of the trend. In 1987, the county had 
debuted a sentencing protocol called the 
Chronic Offender Program, or COP, to deal 
with young kids predisposed to committing 
violent crimes. The perfect target of COP 
was someone who seemed, on the surface, 
to be a lot like Lima-Marin: a violent crimi-
nal who was young, and therefore statisti-
cally more likely to commit more crimes if 
allowed back on the streets.

Lima-Marin says he had been ready to plead 
out, but when the COP prosecutor at the 
time, Frank Moschetti, came with an offer 
of 75 years, Lima-Marin knew he couldn’t 
accept that deal. Under pre-COP sentenc-
ing policies, the plea offer might have been 
based on concurrent, not consecutive, sen-
tencing, drastically reducing the time he’d 
have to spend behind bars. Lima-Marin’s 
only alternative was to roll the dice at trial. 

On Jan. 31, 2000, a jury found both Lima-
Marin and Clifton guilty on all eight counts. 
The sentences were to be served consecu-
tively, for a total of 98 years. Offered the 
chance to say something before the judge 
and jury, Lima-Marin was too stunned 
to speak. Judge John Leopold seemed to 
sympathize: “I am not comfortable, frankly, 
with the way the case is charged,” he said 
as the two men stood before him. 

SO HOW DOES a sentence like this van-
ish? How does 98 years become 10? 
He remembers first learning about the 

possibility of life after prison shortly after 
arriving at the medium-security Crowley 
County Correctional Facility, when he 
received a visit from a public defender 
assigned to handle his appeal. As he recalls, 
his lawyer surprised him by telling him that 
she didn’t think he ought to appeal at all. 
The best possible scenario had unfolded, 
he remembers her saying: “You no longer 
have 98 years. What you have is 16 years.” 
When he said he didn’t understand, the 
lawyer offered no explanation. He says she 
never even mentioned a clerical error. 

From what he could gather, she’d looked at 
his case file for the first time before meeting 
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This week’s question: Oregon officials have given a 
home-brew club the go-ahead to start making small 
batches of beer from treated sewage water. Please help 
the club win over squeamish drinkers by suggesting a 
memorable name for their wastewater-based brew. 

Last week’s contest: Scientists have discovered that a 
10th-century remedy for treating eye infections—a nox-
ious brew of garlic, onion, wine, and bile from a cow’s 
stomach—is also effective at killing superbugs like 
MRSA. What could this medieval concoction be called if 
it were sold at drugstores as an all-purpose skin salve? 

THE WINNER: Oil of Ewww-lay 
Charles & Mary Parry, Catonsville, Md.

SECOND PLACE: Mootrogena  
Marty Beaudet, Damascus, Ore.

THIRD PLACE: Vassal-ine Intensive Care 
Skip Flanagan, Redwood City, Calif.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek. com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Sewage brew” in the 
subject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, 
Tuesday, April 28. Winners will appear on the Puzzle 

Page next issue and at theweek.com/
puzzles on Friday, May 1. In the case of 
identical or similar entries, the first one 
received gets credit. 

ACROSS
1  Recently announced 

presidential candidate 

using the letter in the 

center of this grid as a 

campaign logo

8  Concealed

15  Cornered

16  “Totally cool!”

17  Short end of the stick

18  Conjunctivitis, 

familiarly

19  Audible appreciation

21  Three-word residence 

sought by 1-Across, 

each of whose words 

contains this letter

29  Fleck or Bartok

30  Rouen rejection

31  Annual Las Vegas 

event, for short

32  Visits as a tourist, 

casually

33  Nissan navigator

34  Phrase of affirmation

35  Corny cheer

36  Nothing at all

37  “___ it obvious?”

38  Years since birth

41  Work on a chew toy

43  Colleague of Mao

44  Punch and 

counterpunch

45  Cover sheet?

46  President who 

could’ve used two 

of this letter as his 

campaign logo

49  Gambling center off 

the coast of China

50  Vice president who 

could’ve used three 

of this letter as his 

campaign logo

60  Face courageously

61  Small batteries

62  Rules guru

63  From a keg

64  Salt Lake City clock 

setting: abbr.

65  Judges

DOWN
1  Busy airport

2  One of its letters 

stands for “India”

3  Young fellow

4  Inc., across the pond

5  Exist

6  Toothbrush brand

7  Not using an inside 

voice

8  Occurs

9  “In my dreams!”

10  Work room

11  “If you have to ___...”

12  Misfortune

13  Schumer of humor

14  “___-haw!”

20  On

21  Not yet decided, 

briefly

22  Inclusive pronoun 

phrase

23  Mrs. FDR

24  Basin

25  Because of

26  Peter with two Best 

Supporting Actor 

Oscars

27  Plants used to feed 

livestock

28  TIFF or JPEG 

alternative

37  First word of a JFK 

quote

38  President between 

James and Andrew

39  “You’re busted!” 

situations

40  Car’s pipe

42  Spanish-American, for 

example

47  CPR performer

48  ___-pah bands

50  Girls channel

51  Ornate piece

52  Halloween party 

decoration

53  Lovely Longoria

54  Sen. Paul, e.g.

55  The third degree?

56  Gardener’s need

57  Reuben slices

58  Street of nightmares

59  “What can I do for 

you?”

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36

37 38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48

49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
hard
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For 25 years, The Great Courses has brought the 
world’s foremost educators to millions who want to 
go deeper into the subjects that matter most. No 
exams. No homework. Just a world of knowledge 
available anytime, anywhere. Download or stream 
to your laptop or PC, or use our free mobile apps 
for iPad, iPhone, or Android. Over 500 courses 
available at www.TheGreatCourses.com.

How Jesus Became God
Taught by Professor Bart D. Ehrman
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL

LECTURE TITLES

1. Jesus—The Man Who Became God
2. Greco-Roman Gods Who Became Human
3. Humans as Gods in the 

Greco-Roman World
4. Gods Who Were Human 

in Ancient Judaism
5. Ancient Jews Who Were Gods
6. The Life and Teachings of Jesus
7. Did Jesus Think He Was God?
8. The Death of Jesus—

Historical Certainties
9. Jesus’s Death—What 

Historians Can’t Know
10. The Resurrection—What 

Historians Can’t Know
11. What History Reveals about 

the Resurrection
12. The Disciples’ Visions of Jesus
13. Jesus’s Exaltation—Earliest 

Christian Views
14. The Backward Movement of Christology
15. Paul’s View—Christ’s Elevated Divinity
16. John’s View—The Word Made Human
17. Was Christ Human? The Docetic View
18. The Divided Christ of the Separationists
19. Christ’s Dual Nature—Proto-Orthodoxy 
20. The Birth of the Trinity
21. The Arian Controversy
22. The Conversion of Constantine
23. The Council of Nicea
24. Once Jesus Became God

SAVE $190

How Jesus Became God
Course no. 6522 | 24 lectures (30 minutes/lecture)

Uncover the Extraordinary 
Story of Jesus Christ
The early Christian claim that Jesus of Nazareth was God completely 
changed the course of Western civilization. For that reason, the 
question of how Jesus became God is one of the most significant 
historical questions and, in fact, a question that some believers have 
never thought to ask. What exactly happened, such that Jesus came to 
be considered God? To ask this question is to delve into a fascinating, 
multilayered historical puzzle—one that offers a richly illuminating 
look into the origins of the Western worldview and the theological 
underpinnings of our civilization. 

In the 24 provocative lectures of How Jesus Became God, Professor 
Bart D. Ehrman of The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
takes you deeply into the process by which the divinity of Jesus was 
first conceived by his followers, demonstrating how this conception 
was refined over time to become the core of the Christian theology 
that has so significantly shaped our civilization.
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(855) 886-4824 or visit www.fi rstrepublic.com   New York Stock Exchange Symbol: FRC

First Republic Private Wealth Management includes First Republic Trust Company; First Republic Trust Company of Delaware LLC; First Republic

Investment Management, Inc., an SEC Registered Investment Advisor; and First Republic Securities Company, LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment and Advisory Products and Services are Not FDIC Insured, Not Guaranteed and May Lose Value.

“  On all levels, First Republic Trust Company
has exceeded our expectations.”

J E F F  AT K I N S O N

President, Concar Enterprises, Inc.


