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The timing is probably just coincidental, but next week the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention will hold a public forum 
to educate us about how to respond to “a nuclear detonation.” 
Experts in “radiation studies” will provide helpful tips, such as 
“shelter in place” for at least 24 hours. It might be advisable to 
pay attention. As Kim Jong Un continues to pursue his develop-
ment of nuclear missiles that can strike the U.S., Gerald Seib re-
ports in The Wall Street Journal this week, there is a lively de-
bate  within the Trump administration about a pre-emptive strike 
(see Best U.S. columns). If Kim tests another ICBM or hydrogen 
bomb, national security adviser H.R. McMaster is arguing, the 
U.S. should give him “a bloody nose,” with a limited airstrike on 
his nuclear facilities—and gamble that he doesn’t respond. 

That’s a high-stakes wager. If he so chooses, Kim could 
quickly unleash his massive artillery and rocket batteries on the 
20 million people in and around Seoul. He could even try to 

prove that his “nuclear button” works and launch an ICBM. De-
spite his recent talks with the South, Kim will never surrender 
his nukes; that realization has led some in Washington to say a 
U.S. pre-emptive attack merits serious consideration. Based on 
his chats with the president, Sen. Lindsey Graham says there’s a 
70 percent chance of a U.S. attack if Kim tests another missile. In 
a new Foreign Policy piece headlined “It’s time to bomb North 
Korea,” military strategist Edward Luttwak calls for an all-out 
air attack on Kim’s regime, and argues that South Korea’s “self-
inflicted” vulnerability “cannot be allowed to paralyze the U.S.” 
The South, Luttwak says, should have built more air-raid shel-
ters, installed more anti-missile batteries, and moved those 20 
million people farther away from the North, so it’s their own 
fault if tens of thousands of people die. In Seoul, it might be time 
to practice sheltering in place. Maybe in your 
hometown, too. 
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What happened 
President Trump this week pushed back 
hard against a new book that portrays 
him as volatile, semi-literate, and mentally 
unstable, dismissing the account as “fic-
tion,” threatening the publisher with legal 
action, and slamming former White House 
chief strategist Steve Bannon as a “leaker” 
who “lost his mind” when “he lost his job.” 
Written by journalist Michael Wolff, Fire 
and Fury portrays a dysfunctional White 
House filled with warring factions, with 
Trump’s despairing staff openly questioning 
his fitness for the presidency. (See Talking 
Points.) After an excerpt was published last week, Trump’s lawyers 
issued publisher Henry Holt a cease-and-desist letter, threatening to 
sue for libel and demanding that publication be halted. Dismissing 
the request as “flagrantly unconstitutional,” Henry Holt published 
the book four days early. Trump dismissed concerns over his men-
tal health, tweeting that he was “like, really smart” and a “very 
stable genius,” and promised to take a “strong look” at libel laws, 
saying it was a “disgrace” such a book could be published.
 
Fire and Fury’s release precipitated a dramatic fall from grace for 
Bannon. He was quoted in the book describing a 2016 Trump 
Tower meeting involving Donald Trump Jr. and Kremlin-linked 
officials as “treasonous”; mocking Ivanka Trump as “dumb as a 
brick”; and warning that special counsel Robert Mueller’s inves-
tigation would be like a “Category 5” hurricane for the White 
House. Bannon claimed he had been misunderstood, and asserted 
his “unwavering” support for the president. But White House of-
ficials said there was no way back for the former strategist, whom 
Trump derisively labeled “Sloppy Steve.” The billionaire Mercer 
family publicly cut ties with the former Goldman Sachs executive, 
and this week he was ousted as executive chairman of Breitbart 
News, the race-baiting website that enabled his political rise. 

What the editorials said 
The media has portrayed Trump’s risible effort to stop Fire and 
Fury being published as a “Defcon 1 level threat to the survival 
of the republic,” said The Wall Street Journal. It’s nothing of the 
sort. Legal threats are a “long-standing Trump tactic” to intimidate 
journalists who say things he doesn’t like. But courts only block 
books from being published if they “violate national security,” and 

lawyers could never prove that Wolff inten-
tionally lied about the president—the legal 
standard for libeling a public figure. Hillary 
Clinton, who wanted to “rewrite the First 
Amendment” to undo the Citizens United 
Supreme Court ruling on campaign con-
tributions, “posed a far more dangerous 
threat to free speech” than Trump does. 
 
Trump’s legal threats against the book badly 
backfired, said the Boston Herald. He gave 
Fire and Fury millions of dollars’ worth 
of free publicity—it topped best- seller lists 
in the U.S., the U.K., and Canada—and 

kept discussion of his mental stability at the top of the news agenda. 
You’d think Trump “had negotiated a share of the profits.” 

What the columnists said 
Good riddance, Mr. Bannon, said Rich Lowry in NationalReview 
.com. A “flagrant self-promoter” who built his brand on being “the 
ultimate Trumpist,” the Breitbart firebrand never had the politi-
cal know-how or popular support to realize his nationalist vision. 
Having now been “kicked to the curb” by the very man whose 
values he claimed to represent, Bannon is like “a parish priest who 
has been roundly denounced by the pope.” Bannon is finished. 
  
Nonetheless, Bannon told the truth about Trump, said Jonathan 
Chait in NYMag.com. The president is “unbalanced,” a “man-
child” driven by primitive needs and impulses, and “guilty of a 
wide array of misdeeds.” But that’s a truth Republicans are com-
pletely unwilling to acknowledge. So Bannon’s “swift excommu-
nication” removes the “last vestige of conflict between party and 
president.” Trump has joined the Republican establishment, which 
in turn now embraces and defends him.
 
Bannon’s biggest betrayal was acknowledging that the Mueller 
investigation is no hoax, said Timothy O’Brien in Bloomberg.com. 
He correctly warned that Mueller will follow the trail of Trump’s 
Russia ties to money laundering possibly involving Donald Jr., 
Jared Kushner, and the president himself. Trump has “long-standing 
real estate and licensing deals with questionable business associ-
ates,” including some from Russia. Trump knows how vulnerable 
he and his family are on this front, and Bannon does, too. That’s 
why the president “wants to shut him up and shut him down.” 
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Bannon: Banished from Trumpworld
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Trump’s rage over a scathing new book

It wasn’t all bad The world’s oldest known bird is going to be a mother again. 
Wisdom, a 67-year-old Laysan albatross, was first spotted in 
Hawaii’s Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument in 
1956—and has been raising chicks there ever since. Though the 
albatrosses raise only one chick at a time, leaving the already 

endangered species vulnerable 
to natural disasters like tsuna-
mis, Wisdom has delivered and 
nurtured up to 35 baby birds 
during her lifetime. Expecting 
again, she and her longtime 
mate, Akeakamai, remarkably 
show no signs of slowing 
down anytime soon. “It’s just 
unprecedented that we have a 
bird that’s 67 years old and still 
reproducing,” says monument 
director Kate Toniolo. 

Minor league hockey player Pierre-
Cedric Labrie isn’t used to relying 
on opponents for a crucial save. Yet 
when the Milwaukee Admiral found 
himself stuck in a snowstorm as 
his girlfriend was going into labor, 
a rival bruiser stepped in to help. 
The Admirals were in Grand Rapids 
to play the Griffins on New Year’s 
Eve when Labrie got the news. With 
no available cabs or flights, Labrie 
asked Griffins goalie Tom McCollum 
if he could borrow his truck. McCol-
lum happily obliged—and Labrie 
drove six hours home, arriving just 
in time to witness the birth of his 
5 pound, 5 ounce son. “Just like 
me,” said the 6-foot-3 Labrie. “Tiny.”

When a Dallas middle school 
asked for a few dozen locals to 
serve as mentors at a “Breakfast 
With Dads” event, they were as-
tonished when 600 men showed 
up to help. The volunteers, many 
of them police officers and public 
servants, paired up with boys 
ages 11 to 13 who attended the 
event without a dad—teaching 
them how to tie a necktie and 
asking them about their aspira-
tions. Volunteer Jason Tren says 
he was happy to help. “If I were 
in the place of these young men, 
I’d want someone to step up.” Wisdom incubates an egg.

Illustration by Howard McWilliam.
Cover photos from Getty, Alamy, Getty
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What happened 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions threw the 
burgeoning legal marijuana market into 
turmoil last week by empowering U.S. pros-
ecutors to enforce federal laws against pot 
in states where the drug has been legalized. 
Sessions, a fierce opponent of legalizing weed, 
announced he was scrapping an Obama-era 
policy that discouraged federal prosecutors 
from filing charges in some states because 
marijuana activity “is a serious crime” and 
the hands-off approach “undermines the 
rule of law.” Now it will be up to each of the 
country’s 93 U.S. attorneys to decide how aggressively they want to 
pursue weed cases. Under federal law, marijuana is classified as a 
Schedule 1 drug, alongside heroin, LSD, and ecstasy. 
 
The announcement sparked a bipartisan backlash from lawmakers 
in states that have legalized marijuana. Twenty-nine states and the 
District of Columbia allow the use of pot for medical purposes; eight 
states have legalized recreational sales. Altogether, the legal weed 
market is expected to reach $9 billion by the end of this year, with 
some 4,500 medical and recreational shops across the country. But 
Sessions’ move could slow the industry’s growth if investors become 
leery of the shifting legal terrain. “It’s a really scary time for us,” said 
Jaime Lewis, who owns a Denver-based marijuana edibles company. 

What the columnists said 
The attorney general’s decision is a “return to insanity,” said 
Timothy Egan in The New York Times. It’s widely agreed that the 
$1 trillion war on drugs has been a spectacular failure, particularly 

its prohibition of marijuana, and 71 percent 
of Americans oppose federal efforts to stop 
marijuana sales. But Sessions continues to rail 
against weed, calling it a “gateway drug” only 
“slightly less awful” than heroin. Meanwhile, 
deaths from prescription drug overdoses have 
quadrupled since 1999. “The real problem, 
as any sentient public servant can tell you, is 
opioid abuse.” 
 
“Even though I favor marijuana legalization, 
I approve of what Sessions has done,” said 
Glenn Harlan Reynolds in USA Today. Like it 

or not, marijuana “remains illegal under federal law,” and it’s up to 
Congress, not the Justice Department, to change that fact. Sessions is 
providing lawmakers and citizens with a much-needed civics lesson 
by choosing to follow the statutes on the books instead of making 
arbitrary decisions about which ones to enforce. If angry voters 
then pressure Congress to legalize marijuana, all the better. “That’s 
exactly how the system is supposed to work.” 
 
Sessions’ policy actually undermines the rule of law by turn-
ing it into a “roulette game,” said Noah Feldman in Bloomberg 
.com. Now that the decision to prosecute is up to individual U.S. 
attorneys, anyone who buys, grows, or sells pot in states where 
it’s legal will essentially be rolling the dice. “What happened to 
Republicans advocating for state powers and against an all-
powerful central government?” asked Siraj Hashmi in  Washington 
Examiner.com. The Trump administration shouldn’t be telling 
states which of their laws are acceptable. You’d think a longtime 
state-rights champion like Sessions would understand that.

Buying weed at a dispensary in Oakland

Sessions targets legal marijuana

What happened 
Special counsel Robert Mueller has told President Trump’s law-
yers that he could seek an interview with the president early this 
year, The Washington Post reported this week, prompting specu-
lation that his investigation into ties between the Trump cam-
paign and Russia and potential obstruction of justice is entering 
a new, advanced stage. The president’s lawyers were reportedly 
trying to limit the interaction to written questions and answers, 
rather than a face-to-face meeting, to protect the president from 
the potential risks of self-incrimination and perjury. Veteran 
prosecutors said it was unlikely Mueller would settle for written 
responses and that he could subpoena Trump to testify in person 
if he balks. Asked by reporters if he would testify, Trump said: 
“Nobody’s found any collusion at any level, it seems unlikely that 
you’d even have an interview.” He added: “We’ll see.” 
Republicans were accused of muddying the congressional probe 
into potential collusion after Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) referred Christopher Steele, the former 
British spy who wrote a “dossier” alleging ties between Trump and 
Russia, to the Justice Department for a criminal  investigation—
hinting that Steele might have lied to the FBI. In response, 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) released a transcript of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee’s interview of Glenn Simpson, co-founder of 
Fusion GPS, the firm that commissioned the dossier. Simpson testi-
fied that, before Steele shared his own findings with the FBI, the 
agency had received similar intelligence connecting Trump’s team 
and Russia “from an internal Trump campaign source.” 

What the columnists said 
“Could the endless Russia probe soon be over?” asked Howard 
Kurtz in FoxNews.com. If Mueller wants a sit-down with Trump, 
he could finally be wrapping up his fishing expedition: Prosecutors 
usually save questioning their highest-ranking potential targets 
for last. Reports that Mueller will focus on Trump’s firing of FBI 
Director James Comey also provide “a measure of vindication for 
the White House.” If Mueller is switching to obstruction, it’s likely 
the collusion question underpinning his entire probe “is fizzling.”
 
“Legal experts disagree on whether Mueller has enough to 
make the obstruction charge stick,” said Alex Shephard in  New 
Republic.com. Yet Trump continues to be dogged by accusations 
he tried to block federal authorities from examining his ties with 
Russia. The latest revelation: The president reportedly urged 
White House counsel Donald McGahn to stop Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions from recusing himself in the investigation, while Ses-
sions’ aides shopped for dirt on Comey days before he was fired. 
 
Trump’s lawyers won’t want a “Mueller one-on-one,” said Cris-
tian Farias in NYMag.com. Even disciplined witnesses, includ-
ing Bill Clinton, have incriminated themselves under oath. Then 
there’s Trump—“a walking, talking perjury trap.” The president 
might take the Fifth, said Jennifer Rubin in WashingtonPost.com, 
and rely on Republicans to spin his silence as a principled stand 
against Mueller’s “witch hunt.” It’s a risky strategy, potentially 
implying guilt, but it may be safer than exposing Trump to “the 
greatest political and legal peril he’s ever faced.”

Mueller wants to grill Trump



Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Hillary Clinton: Why she’s under investigation—again
President Trump has “nursed a curious and seemingly inde-
fatigable obsession with Hillary Clinton” throughout his 
presidency, said Abigail Tracy in VanityFair.com. Trump 
recently tweeted that the Justice Department ought to look 
into how Clinton got away with deleting 33,000 emails—
“No Justice!”—and last week he added that Clinton 
aide Huma Abedin should be prosecuted for having 
stored classified emails on her husband’s laptop. 
Trump’s Clinton obsession has now taken a darker 
turn. The Department of Justice, it was revealed 
last week, has indeed reopened an investigation 
of Clinton’s email practices. At the same time, 
the FBI is reportedly reviving a dormant investigation into the 
Clinton Family Foundation, to determine if foundation donors 
received special favors from Clinton’s State Department. Trump 
may not have directly ordered reopening these probes. But the 
timing lends “credence to growing fears that Trump is pushing to 
weaponize government institutions against his enemies.” At the 
very least, said Jonathan Chait in NYMag.com, the investigations 
are designed to protect Trump from the Russia investigation, and 
“feed the right-wing news media’s message that Trump’s oppo-
nents are the real criminals.” At worst, our vindictive president 
is trying to turn the U.S. into a Russia-like autocracy, where his 
political opponents really are locked up. 

Trump’s “bombastic taunts” contribute to that impression, said 
Ed Rogers in The Washington Post, but a “fresh look” at the 
Clinton scandals is entirely justified. We’ve only just learned, for 
instance, about the anti-Trump bias of investigator Peter Strzok, 
who changed the words “grossly negligent” to “extremely care-
less” in the FBI’s statement to Congress about Clinton’s email 
server, downgrading a possible criminal charge to a wrist slap. 
To ignore her egregious destruction of emails—and the vast sums 

raised by the Clinton Foundation from foreign donors—
“would suggest a systemic favoritism that is contrary to the 
American system.” Clinton’s mishandling of classified infor-
mation was “clearly criminal,” said Andrew McCarthy in 

NationalReview.com, and was probably driven by a need 
to cover up her entanglement of State Department 
and Clinton Foundation business. If we care about 
“restoring the rule of law,” then truly unbiased 
investigations are “long overdue.”

Well, that all sounds very familiar, said David 
Faris in TheWeek.com. From the monumental, 
years-long travesty of endless Benghazi investiga-

tions, all the way back to the vile speculation about the Clintons’ 
involvement in the death of Vince Foster, the Republican Party has 
been pursuing baseless “ginned-up rabbit hunts of Clintonworld” 
for decades. Even with Bill and Hillary both now out of office and 
retired, the GOP is desperately hoping that a few more Clinton 
“pseudo-investigations” will distract the public from Trump’s very 
grave legal jeopardy, and help the GOP “avoid coughing up one or 
both chambers of Congress in November.”

Many reasonable people think Clinton “deserved to be prosecuted” 
in the email affair, said The Weekly Standard in an editorial, but 
she already was investigated and cleared of any crime. For the 
Justice Department to reopen a closed case now, after public pres-
sure from the president, really does seem like the kind of “political 
payback” we associate with dictatorships and banana republics. 
Unless fresh evidence has emerged to justify renewed investigations, 
said Andrew Prokop in Vox.com, Americans should be deeply 
troubled. If one day we wake up in a nation where the Justice 
Department routinely serves to prosecute the president’s political 
enemies, we may look back at this week as “where it began.”

Only in America
A Kansas lawmaker who op-

poses legal marijuana claims 
the drug has a bad effect on 
black people. Republican state 
Rep. Steve Alford told a town-
hall meeting that marijuana 
was originally banned because 
African-Americans “respond-
ed the worst” to cannabis, ow-
ing to their “character makeup, 
their genetics.” Alford later 
apologized.

 A nationwide fitness chain 
has banned cable news from 
the TV sets in its gyms, saying 
that today’s toxic political 
climate is incompatible with its 
“healthy way of life philoso-
phy.” Life Time Fitness, which 
operates 128 gyms, says the 
move comes in response to 
numerous customer requests. 
Gym-goer Peter Glessing of St. 
Louis Park, Minn., says he will 
miss the stimulating indigna-
tion provided by cable news, 
which gave him “an extra 
motivation for exercising.” 

Boring but important
Regulators nix coal 
and nuclear bailout
Federal regulators this week 
rejected a proposal by En-
ergy Secretary Rick Perry to 
subsidize struggling nuclear 
and coal-fired power plants. 
Dozens of such plants have 
closed in recent years, un-
able to compete with cheap 
natural gas and renewable 
energy sources. Perry’s plan 
would have provided financial 
reward to plants that can store 
a 90-day fuel supply on-site—a 
criteria only met by coal and 
nuclear plants. Subsidizing 
these plants to stockpile fuel, 
Perry argued, would make the 
grid more reliable and prevent 
outages. But the five-member 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
C ommission unanimously 
rejected the proposal, saying 
there was no evidence for Per-
ry’s claims. Four of the panel’s 
members were nominated by 
President Trump. 

Indivisibility, with a computer’s discovery of the largest-so-far-
known prime number. Space does not permit a printing of the num-
ber here, but it has 23,249,425 digits and is one less than 277,232,917.
Randall Hansen, author of Fire and Fury: The Allied Bombing 
of Germany, 1942–1945, which unexpectedly landed on best-seller 
lists amid overwhelming demand for Michael Wolff’s similarly 
titled White House exposé. “I haven’t seen this level of interest 
since the book first came out,” marveled Hansen.
Talking to your toilet, after developers at CES 2018, the con-
sumer electronics expo, unveiled an internet-connected toilet that 
can be commanded to play music and responds to voice com-
mands, such as “lift the seat” and “flush.”

Miami’s Museum of Ice Cream, which was fined for polluting 
the environment with plastic fake sprinkles, tracked out into the city 
by departing customers. The museum said it was consulting with 
“environmental experts” to develop a “biodegradable sprinkle.” 
The swift completion of their appointed rounds, after a 
gang of aggressive wild turkeys kept mail carriers from reaching 
up to 30 Ohio homes for the past three weeks. Carriers are arming 
themselves with air horns and will try making deliveries at night. 
Oregonians, many of whom are not happy about a new law that 
allows motorists to pump their own gas for the first time in state 
history. “I REFUSE to pump my own gas,” one resident wrote in 
an online poll. “I had to do it once while visiting my brother in 
California and I almost died.”

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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Raleigh, N.C. 
Voting map rejected: North Carolina 
must redraw its congressional map after 
federal judges ruled this week that it 
was drawn specifically to advantage 
Republicans—the first time a federal 
court has thrown out a congressional map 
for partisan gerrymandering. The three-
judge panel gave the state’s Republican-
dominated General Assembly until 
Jan. 24 to come up with a replacement 
map for the 2018 midterm elections. In a 
blistering 191-page opinion, Judge James 
A. Wynn Jr. wrote that the state legisla-
ture was “motivated by invidious partisan 
intent” in creating the map, with GOP 
leaders specifically instructing consultants 
to draw districts to minimize Democratic 
seats. Voting in the state has been split in 
recent statewide elections—Trump and 
a Democratic governor were elected on 
the same day in 2016  —but Republicans 
currently hold 10 of the swing state’s 13 
seats in the House of Representatives. 
Republican lawmakers vowed to appeal.

Phoenix 
Arpaio for Senate: Republicans gained a 
baggage-laden Senate candidate this week 
after former Maricopa County Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio declared he’s running for retiring 
Sen. Jeff Flake’s seat. The 85-year-old 
Arpaio, known for his hard-line immigra-
tion stance and birther conspiracy theories 
about former President Obama, was par-
doned by President Trump last year after 
being convicted of criminal contempt in 
a racial profiling lawsuit. Arpaio tweeted 
that his “one unwavering reason” for 
running is to support President Trump. 
In the primary, most Republican leaders 
are likely to back Rep. Martha McSally, 
a swing district congresswoman who is 
expected to announce her candidacy this 
week. If Arpaio wins the nomination, 
some GOP strategists worry it could 
increase Democrats’ chances of picking up 
the Senate seat. The polarizing lawman 
lost his re-election bid for sheriff in reliably 
Republican Maricopa County in 2016. 

San Francisco 
DACA drama: A federal judge this week 

ordered 
the Trump 
adminis-
tration to 
maintain 
protections 
for 800,000 
“Dreamers” 
who were 
brought to 

the U.S. illegally as children, potentially 
upending negotiations in Congress over 
their fate. San Francisco–based Judge 
William Alsup ruled that the White House 
must continue to allow Dreamers to 
renew their deportation protections and 
work permits under the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program 
while courts hear lawsuits challenging 
President Trump’s decision to end the 
program. The decision came the same day 
Trump presided over rare televised 
talks on DACA with members of 
Congress, designed to showcase 
the president’s leadership skills 
in response to questions about 
his fitness for office. Trump 
appeared to flip back and forth 
during the negotiations, alter-
nately saying he would approve 
any bill to protect Dreamers 
and demanding that border wall 
funding be part of an agreement. 

Stroudsburg, Pa.  
Frat sentencing: A 
Pennsylvania judge 
this week handed 
down one of the 
toughest punish-
ments ever meted 
out to a college fra-
ternity for a hazing 
death, sentencing 
four members to 
prison and banning the organization from 
the state for 10 years. Four members of Pi 
Delta Psi, a national Asian-American fra-
ternity, were sentenced to up to two years 
in prison after pleading guilty in May 
to manslaughter in the death of Chun 
Hsien “Michael” Deng, a student at 
Baruch College in New York City. Deng 
died in 2013 during a fraternity trip to 
Pennsylvania’s Pocono Mountains, where 
he suffered brain and bodily injuries 
during a hazing ritual in which he was 
forced to wear a blindfold and a back-

pack full of sand while fraternity 
members tackled and pushed 
him. Although fraternal orga-

nizations themselves are rarely 
prosecuted in hazing incidents, 
Pi Delta Psi was found guilty of 

aggravated assault and involuntary 
manslaughter. The fraternity must also 
pay more than $110,000 in fines. 

Montecito, Calif.  
Deadly mudslides: Hundreds of rescue 

workers 
slogged 
through riv-
ers of muck 
and debris 
this week 
searching 
for sur-
vivors of 
mudslides 

that ravaged a swath of the Southern 
California coast. At least 15 people died, 
swept away after heavy rains sent torrents 
of mud flowing down from vegetation-
stripped hills burned by wildfires last year. 
In Montecito, houses were lifted off their 
foundations by waves of waist-high mud, 
covering the downtown with a thick layer 
of sludge. Santa Barbara County officials 
had anticipated flooding and issued man-
datory evacuation orders for some 7,000 
residents. But most people chose to stay in 
their homes, and some later had to be res-
cued by emergency crews. “It looked like 
a World War I battlefield,” Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff Bill Brown said. “It was 
literally a carpet of mud and debris.”

Washington, D.C. 
Salvadorans must go: 
Nearly 200,000 people 
from El Sal v a dor who 
have been living and 
working in the U.S. for 
almost two decades will 
have to leave the country 
by next year, after the 
Trump administration 
announced this week it 
is ending the humanitar-
ian program that gave them legal status. 
The U.S. government granted Sal va dorans 
temporary protected status in March 
2001 after two earthquakes devastated 
the country. The program was extended 
multiple times under both Pres i dent Bush 
and Pres i dent Obama, because of extreme 
poverty and gang violence in El Sal va dor. 
The Depart ment of Home land Secur i ty 
now says that conditions have improved 
enough since the earthquakes for people 
to return home. Sal va dorans who have 
put down roots in the U.S. must decide 
whether to leave the country by Sep tem-
ber 2019 or risk deportation. Sal va dorans 
living in the U.S. with protected status 
have 192,700 children who are U.S. citi-
zens, 88 percent have jobs, and nearly 
one-quarter own a home here. A
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Cirò, Italy 
Mafia sweep: Police arrested 160 people in Italy and 11 more 
in Germany this week in a crackdown on the southern Italian 
’Ndrangheta crime network. “They controlled all the economic 
activity in entire towns,” said Italian prosecutor Nicola Gratteri. 
In the town of Cirò, for example, he said the gang forced out all 
rival bakeries, leaving the mob’s bakery as residents’ sole source 
of bread. The network’s reach extended to Germany, where it 
controlled the supply of wine, pastries, and olive oil to local 
Italian restaurants. Among those arrested in Italy were dozens of 
government officials—including the president of Crotone prov-
ince, Nicodemo Parrilla, in Calabria—and the charges range from 
attempted murder to illegal waste transportation. The ’Ndrangheta 
has some 6,000 members, and also operates in the U.S.

Quito, Ecuador
Sick of Assange: Ecuador’s govern-
ment wants WikiLeaks founder 
Julian Assange out of its embassy 
in London, where he has been holed up for 
more than five years. Ecuadorean Foreign 
Minister María Fernanda Espinosa said this 
week that the situation had become “untenable” and she was seek-
ing a “third country or a personality” to discuss Assange’s future 
with the U.K. Assange originally hid in the embassy to escape 
extradition to Sweden, where he had been wanted for questioning 
in two sexual-assault cases. That investigation was dropped last 
spring, because police couldn’t interview Assange to get essential 
information. But British officials said they’d still arrest him for 
violating the terms of his 2010 bail. Assange fears he would then 
be extradited to the U.S. because of WikiLeaks’ publishing of secret 
American military documents and diplomatic cables. 

Caracas
Gangs recruit hungry kids: As Venezuela’s economic crisis worsens, 
gangs have begun recruiting children by offering them baskets of 
food. “The bait that in the past used to be fashion or luxury goods 
has been replaced by the offer of basic food items,” the Venezuelan 

Violence Observatory said in a 
report last week. It said widespread 
food shortages and hig h unemploy-
ment have led thousands of minors 
to turn to crime just to get fed. 
Hyperinflation has left Venezuela’s 
currency nearly worthless. “If you 
want to buy a can of tomatoes, you 
have to carry six bundles of 100-boli-
var bills,” said Venezuelan crime 
reporter Javier Ignacio Mayorca.

Ain Sefra, Algeria
Sahara snow: The weather condition that brought 
freezing Arctic air to much of the U.S. East Coast 
last week also made it snow in the Sahara Desert. 
Sand dunes outside the Algerian city of Ain Sefra 
were blanketed with 15 inches of snow that lasted for 
hours before melting. Experts said that snow in the 
North African desert—which is scorching during the 
day, but freezing at night—is rare. Nobody knows exactly how rare, 
because there are few weather stations in the vast sandy expanse. 
Kamel Sekkouri, a resident of Ain Sefra, told The New York Times 
that he had seen snow in the desert five times in the past 40 years—
but the sight hadn’t lost any of its magic. “When you walk in the 
snowy dunes,” he said, “you feel like you are on Mars or Uranus.” 

Chihuahua City, Mexico
Punished for fighting corruption? A Mexican governor has 
accused the federal government of choking off his state’s finances 
in retaliation for corruption charges brought by the state against 
members of the ruling party. Chihuahua Gov. Javier Corral 
Jurado said the federal government had withheld $40 million 
to try to force state prosecutors to squelch their investigation 

into allegations that President Enrique Peña Nieto’s 
Institutional Revolutionary Party had used millions of 
dollars in public funds to finance gubernatorial candi-

dates in the 2016 elections. “It’s clear the money isn’t 
coming because of this investigation,” said Corral, 
a member of an opposition party. Peña Nieto 
denied withholding any funds, saying he works 

closely with governors “regardless of party affil-
iation.” The PRI denies misusing public money.

Ottawa
Preparing for Salvadorans: The 
Trump administration’s decision to 
end the temporary residency status 
of 200,000 Salvadoran immi-
grants has Canada scrambling to 
prepare for an influx. Last fall, 
when nearly 60,000 Haitians in 
the U.S. lost the special protected 
status given to immigrants from 

crisis-hit countries, thousands of them trekked across the border 
to Canada to apply for asylum, and authorities had to set up shel-
ters in stadiums. Rumors that Canada would automatically accept 
such claims fueled many journeys, and authorities fear that the 
Salvadoran community in the U.S. may be similarly misinformed. 
Canada took in 43,500 refugees last year and has a backlog of 
30,000 asylum applications.
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Tehran
Protests crushed: After some 3,500 arrests and a partial 
ban on social media, Iran has ended the weeklong anti-

government protests that rocked Tehran and other 
cities. Tens of thousands of protesters—many of 
them unemployed young people—had thronged 
the streets, voicing their anger over rising fuel and 
food prices and demanding an end to corrup-
tion. The mullahs blamed the protests on foreign 
influence. “Once again, the nation tells the U.S., 

Britain, and those who seek to overthrow the Islamic Republic of 
Iran from abroad that you’ve failed, and you will fail in the future, 
too,” tweeted the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. But 
about half of Iran’s 80 million people are under 30 years old, and 
they chafe at the political repression. “The problem we are facing 
today,” said the reformist President Hassan Rouhani, “is the gap 
between us—the authorities—and the younger generation.” 

Jerusalem
Netanyahu’s scandal-hit son: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s 26-year-old son was forced to apologize this week 
after a recording of him touring Tel Aviv strip clubs in 2015 was 
aired on national TV. While standing outside one club, Yair—
who lives at home and doesn’t have a job—demands money for 
a “whore” from his friend Ori Maimon, the son of natural gas 
mogul Kobi Maimon. “My dad set up $20 billion for your dad, 
and you’re fighting with me about 400 shekels [about $115]?” 

Yair said, referencing a controversial 
gas deal approved by Netanyahu. 
He also said he could arrange for his 
friends to have sex with his former 
girlfriend. Yair apologized for what 
he said were drunken comments, but 
Israelis were furious, not least because 
a secret-service agent and a driver 
accompanied Yair on his night out.

Idlib, Syria
Refugees flee regime: A Syrian government assault on Idlib, the 
country’s last rebel-held province, has driven 70,000 civilians 
northward toward the Turkish border. Aid workers said the 
regime is systematically targeting hospitals, hitting at least eight 
in the past six weeks. “The major goals are to deprive people of 
health care, kill opposition medical workers, and push people 
to flee,” said Ahmad al-Dbis of the 
Union of Medical Care and Relief 
Organizations, which runs dozens of 
hospitals in Syria. “The medical situ-
ation is a tragedy.” Idlib, mostly con-
trolled by Islamist rebels, has absorbed 
hundreds of thousands of displaced 
families from other parts of Syria dur-
ing the seven-year civil war; now some 
of them are fleeing once again. 

Shanghai 
Burning oil tanker: A huge tanker 
ship carrying oil from Iran to South 
Korea burst into flames last week 
after colliding with a cargo ship off 
the coast of Shanghai—and authori-
ties say the fire could keep raging 
for a month. Thirty-one sailors, 
most of them Iranian, are missing 
and presumed dead; one body has 
been recovered. China’s Ministry of Transportation said up to 
14 vessels were on-site and battling the blaze. But officials worry 
that, unless the fire is quickly contained, the Panama-registered 
Sanchi tanker—which is as big as an aircraft carrier—could 
explode and sink, releasing its 1 million barrels of oil into the 
East China Sea. The spill would be three times as big as the 1989 
Exxon Valdez disaster off the coast of Alaska.

Bangkok
Talk to the cutout: Mocking reporters’ attempts to hold his gov-
ernment to account, the leader of Thailand’s military junta has 

told journalists to address their questions to a cardboard 
cutout of him. Seventeen such cutouts, which show 
Gen. Prayuth Chan-ocha in the costumes of various 
professions, were set up around Bangkok for Thailand’s 

Children’s Day, when children are to learn about career 
options they might choose. At a brief press conference, 
Prayuth supervised the installation of one cutout before 

telling the assembled journalists, “If you want to ask any 
questions on politics or conflict, ask this guy,” and walk-
ing off. Prayuth, who took power in a 2014 coup and is 

now prime minister, has in the past boasted that he would execute 
journalists who “did not report the truth” about his government.

Pyongyang, North Korea
Moving to détente? After taunting the U.S. and his southern neigh-
bor with nuclear threats, North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un this 
week agreed to hold military-to-military talks with Seoul and to 
send a delegation to next month’s Winter Olympics in the South 
Korean town of Pyeongchang. The agreements were clinched at 
talks in the Demilitarized Zone this week, the first such high-level 
dialogue between North and South in more than two years. “I am 
giving a lot of credit to President Trump” for pressuring the North 
to talk, said South Korean President Moon Jae-in. But he warned 
that the North would face stiffer sanctions if it resumed nuclear 
weapons and missile tests. South Korean analysts said Kim’s out-
reach could be an attempt to drive a wedge between Seoul and 
Washington by reaching a deal without U.S. input.
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Attenborough’s feverish homecoming
For more than 60 years, David Attenborough has 
traveled the world in search of interesting animals 
to film, said Louise Flind in The Oldie (U.K.). 
The accommodation hasn’t always been up to 
scratch. Once, in a remote part of Paraguay, 
Attenborough and his crew got caught in a heavy 
rainstorm. “With no maps, we came to a clearing 
and there was this [woodcutter’s] hut,” he says. 

The woodcutter let them sleep in the storeroom, which was filled 
with huge earthenware pots. “As I lay there, I heard a strange, 
rustling noise. I found a torch, and the wall alongside me was 
covered with a shining, moving carpet of cockroaches.” While in 
Fiji, “I’ve had rats running over my face in bed.” Strangely enough, 
one of his scariest experiences happened at home in London. “I’d 
been living away for four months with Dayaks in central Borneo. 
Getting back home was wonderful: crisp sheets and my dear wife 
[Jane]. Exhausted, I went to bed and woke up drenched in sweat 
and thought, ‘This is it—this is malaria—this is what you always 
dreaded.’ So I woke up my poor wife and said, ‘Excuse me, I’ve got 
malaria, what do I do?’” But at that point, he put his hand on the 
bedsheet and found it “red-hot. While I was away, Jane had bought 
an electric blanket with dual control. Mine was on all night—I was 
absolutely parboiled.” 

When people laughed at Miranda
Before most people had ever heard of him, Lin-Manuel Miranda 
was invited to perform at a White House event celebrating “the 
American experience,” said Tim Lewis in The Observer (U.K.). 
Barack and Michelle Obama no doubt expected the composer to 
sing something from his debut musical, In the Heights. Instead, 
Miranda announced that he was working on a hip-hop musi-
cal about one of America’s less well-known Founding Fathers, 
Alexander Hamilton. A video of the event shows the audience—
including the Obamas—giggling, unsure of whether to take him 
seriously. “Yeah, it was really scary. It’s a little bit like showing the 
ultrasound at five weeks,” says Miranda. “I state what I’m going 
to do and everyone just laughs at me. And I go, ‘You laugh, but it’s 
true!’ Just trying to keep my cool, because I’m also performing in 
front of the leader of the free world. And then you see people get 
sucked into the story. Then their heads start bobbing.” It was the 
birth of a phenomenon: Hamilton has since won 11 Tony awards, 
a Grammy, and a Pulitzer Prize for drama, and is perpetually sold 
out in London and New York. “Hamilton is an insane idea, but 
the story works,” says Miranda. “And yeah, that’s that.”

Jennifer Hudson has escaped poverty but not racism, said Daniella 
Scott in Cosmopolitan. After growing up on the South Side of 
Chicago, the singer launched her career on TV’s American Idol 
and then evolved into an award-winning actress and pop star. 
She has won several Grammys, and an Oscar for her role in 
Dreamgirls, and performed at Barack Obama’s inauguration in 
2013. Yet despite her achievements, Hudson, 36, is reminded of 
her skin color nearly every day. “There have been several situa-
tions where I get on a plane and [the flight attendant] assumes 
I’m in the back of the plane,” says Hudson. “I’m like, ‘No, my seat 
is up there [in first class], thank you. People also assume that my 
home belongs to my white driver, Charles. One time, I was having 
something moved into my house and they wanted to know where 
to put it. I said, ‘There.’ [The delivery man]  just stood there. When 
Charles came in, he asked him, ‘So where would you like these 
things?’ Charles said, ‘You’re talking to the wrong person.’” Racial 
stereotypes, Hudson says, are stubborn. “I defy all the odds being 
African-American, living in a wealthy neighborhood, and being a 
working mom. It’s too many foreign things in one person!”
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Hudson’s first-class journey

Tom Brady’s personal training coach is 
causing a rift on the New England Patriots 
that could spell the end of one of the most 

successful player-coach combinations 
in NFL history, reports ESPN. Alex 

Guerrero, creator of the holistic 
“TB12 Method,” has reportedly 
been creating serious tensions 
on the team—with head coach 
Bill Belichick increasingly wor-
ried about the “cult-like” sway 
the trai ning “guru” exercises 
over Brady and other players. 
Guerrero preaches the benefits 

of a high-vegetable diet as 
well as peak “pliability,” 
or flexibility through band 

 stretching—a method he claims has kept 
the 40- something quarterback injury free. 
Belichick is highly skeptical of Guerrero’s 
 ideas— particularly since Brady has incurred 
a number of injuries this season—and has 
banned Guerrero from the sideline after con-
cluding that he was undermining the team’s 
official trainers and coaches. Brady, Belichick, 
and Patriots owner Robert Kraft released 
a joint statement in which they called the 
report of friction “highly exaggerated.” 

White House senior adviser Stephen 
Miller had to be escorted from the set of 
CNN’s State of the Union following a heated 
interview with host Jake Tapper. In a segment 
about Michael Wolff’s explosive book Fire 
and Fury, a combative Miller proclaimed the 
president a “political genius,” and accused 
CNN of bias against Trump. Tapper ended the 

interview early, telling Miller there was only 
“one viewer you care about right now”—
Trump. The two then carried on sparring off 
camera—with Tapper reportedly telling an 
agitated Miller, “This is the reason they don’t 
put you out on TV, OK?” After Miller “was po-
litely asked to leave the set multiple times,” 
CNN said, security was called.

Gwyneth Paltrow is about to do some 
conscious coupling again, confirming her en-
gagement to Glee creator Brad Falchuk. The 
two met on the set of Falchuk’s TV show in 
2014, shortly after the actress announced she 
and her then-husband, Coldplay star Chris 
Martin, were getting divorced—or “con-
sciously uncoupling,” as Paltrow memorably 
put it. Falchuk, 46, and Paltrow, 45, have 
been dating ever since and “feel incredibly 
lucky,” they said in a joint statement. 
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Why does the U.S. owe so much?  
Apart from a four-year stretch during 
the economic boom of the late 1990s, 
the federal government has run a 
budget deficit every year since 1970. 
In 2017, the shortfall was $666 bil-
lion. The national debt is now slightly 
larger than the size of the entire U.S. 
economy, equal to 106 percent of the 
country’s gross domestic product. 
Overall, the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) expects the national debt to surpass $30 trillion by 
2028, as Medicare and Social Security costs soar to cover aging 
Baby Boomers. Outgoing Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen has 
warned that the country’s growing debt load could eventually 
become unsustainable. “It’s the type of thing that should keep 
people awake at night,” she told Congress in November. 

Why is it a problem?  
Like any credit card user, the government must pay interest on 
its debt. For much of the past decade that hasn’t been a major 
problem, because of historically low interest rates. Net inter-
est payments on the debt represented 6.8 percent of the federal 
budget in 2017, or $276.2 billion, compared with more than 
15 percent in the mid-1990s. But with the Fed unwinding its post-
recession stimulus campaign, interest rates are expected to rise 
steadily in the coming years. As a result, the CBO estimates, the 
cost of servicing the national debt is expected to nearly triple by 
2027— leaving the government paying more on interest payments 
than on national defense. 

Is everyone worried?  
No. Economists point out that debt can be used to fund important 
investments, such as stimulating the economy during a recession or 
fighting unavoidable wars. The nation’s debt is also wildly differ-
ent from a household’s budget, because 
the government can print its own money 
and has a theoretically infinite life span 
to pay off its obligations. Some theorists 
even argue that deficits and the debt are 
mostly irrelevant. One emerging school 
of thought, known as Modern Monetary 
Theory, argues that inflation is the only 
obstacle standing in the way of the gov-
ernment creating and spending as much 
money as it wants. “The national debt 
is not a national crisis,” says economist 
Stephanie Kelton, a former adviser to 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. “The fact that 
21 percent of all children in the United 
States live in poverty—that’s a crisis.” 

Who owns the debt?  
About three-quarters is held by investors 
in the form of Treasury securities sold 
by the government to raise money. The 
rest is intragovernmental debt that comes 
from Washington borrowing against 
government trust funds, such as Social 
Security and Medicare. Americans own 
most of the public debt, which means 

they benefit from the interest paid 
on it. That includes corporations, 
state and local governments, and 
individual investors, many of 
whom hold Treasury bonds in 
their retirement funds. Foreign 
investors own about 30 percent of 
the nation’s total debt, or about 
$6.3 trillion. America’s biggest 
foreign creditor is China, which 
holds about 5 percent of the total 

debt, followed closely by Japan. This could become a problem if 
the U.S. ever damaged its credit rating, but for now American debt 
is still considered one of the world’s safest assets.

Has the U.S. always been in debt?  
President Andrew Jackson briefly paid off the national debt in 
1835, partly with proceeds from lands seized from Native Amer i-
can tribes. Otherwise, the U.S. has been in hock for nearly every 
year of its existence, beginning with the bill for the Revolutionary 
War. The debt peaked after World War II, ballooning to 119 per-
cent the size of the GDP in 1946, but it swiftly shrank during the 
postwar economic boom. The debt load bottomed out at about 
24 percent of GDP in 1974, and has been rising ever since. But it 
was after the Great Recession in 2007 that the debt really began 
to explode. Tax revenues cratered while the government spent 
heavily trying to stave off economic collapse, including George W. 
Bush’s $700 billion bank bailout, known as TARP, and Barack 
Obama’s $787 billion economic stimulus package. 

What can be done to pay it off?  
Theoretically, paying down the debt is simply a matter of spend-
ing less and collecting more in taxes. But voters don’t like spend-
ing cuts or tax increases, so politicians who want to be re-elected 
avoid them. Depending on whether they’re in power or out, both 

Democrats and Republicans are con-
veniently inconsistent in their views on 
the debt. During the 2008 presidential 
campaign, Obama chided Bush for 
“unpatriotic” deficit spending on the 
Iraq War and tax cuts, which helped 
increase the total debt by 101 percent 
during the Bush years. But Obama 
increased the debt by 68 percent 
during his own presidency, arguing 
that deficit spending was necessary 
to rescue the economy. Likewise, 
Republicans who warned that Obama 
was spending away the country’s 
future have now embraced deficits, 
arguing that their $1.5 trillion tax 
plan will pay for itself by generating 
economic growth—a contention that 
most economists say is unrealistic. 
U.S. Rep. Mark Walker (R-N.C.) says 
his party sees the dangers of debt as 
“a great talking point when you have 
an administration that’s Democrat-
led. It’s a little different now that 
Republicans have both houses and the 
administration.” 
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Read it and weep: The national debt clock in New York City 

Our growing national debt 
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Other countries’ debt 
In sheer dollars, the U.S. is the most indebted 
country in the world, followed by Japan 
($11 trillion) and China ($5 trillion). But in rela-
tion to the size of its economy, Japan’s debt 
is the biggest in the world by far. Japan’s 
debt is more than 240 percent the size of its 
economy, with Greece carrying the world’s 
second-largest debt load at 180 percent. By 
that same measure, the U.S. sits at 12th in the 
world. Japan’s debt-to-GDP ratio is so large 
because its economic growth has largely stag-
nated over the past 20 years, beginning with 
the bursting of a real estate and stock market 
bubble in 1991. Japan has run deficits since 
then in hopes of stimulating the economy back 
into growth. But its economy remains stagnant. 
Japan spends nearly half its tax revenue on 
servicing its debt, but so far, the Bank of Japan 
and Japanese investors have happily continued 
to buy government bonds. In fact, Japanese 
traders call betting against these bonds “the 
widow maker.” 

The U.S. debt is $20.5 trillion and rising. Should Americans be worried? 
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A bichon frisé was 
snatched by an eagle from a 
Pennsylvania backyard, but 
survived a long flight in its 
talons. Felipe Rodriguez was 
watching the dog, Zoey, for 
his sister when the raptor 
swooped down and carried 
off the 8-pound canine in its 
claws. “It seemed like some-
thing from The Wizard of Oz,” 
said Rodriguez. The next day, 
his sister, Monica Newhard, 
got a phone call from a 
driver who’d found Zoey by 
the roadside—4 miles away. 
Apart from a few claw marks, 
the animal was well, though 
a little shaken. “She doesn’t 
want to go out,” Newhard 
said. “I can’t blame her.”

It was so chilly during last 
week’s cold snap in South 
Florida that frozen 
iguanas began fall-
ing from trees, of-
ten landing belly up 
on people’s lawns. 
The cold-blooded 
animals become 
immobilized when 
temperatures dip 
below 40 degrees, and can’t 
hold on to the branches 
where they roost at night. 
Some concerned residents 
placed blankets over the 
cold, stiffened iguanas. But 
local wildlife worker Kristen 
Sommers warned people to 
be careful when handling 
motionless iguanas—which 
might bite when they warm 
up. “Don’t,” she said, “as-
sume they’re dead.”

An Australian distiller is 
selling a new “sustainable” 
spirit made from vino spat 
out at wine-tasting confer-
ences. To avoid getting drunk, 
tasters generally swill, then 
spit out most of what they 
sample. Appalled by the 
waste of good wine, Peter 
Bignell collected 100 gallons 
from spittoons and sent it 
to a gin distillery. Twelve 
months later, the spit-bucket 
wine had been transformed 
into an 80-proof, brandy-like 
spirit called Kissing a Strang-
er. “It was lovely,” Bignell said 
of the liquor. “It had quite a 
lot of fruit flavor in it.” 

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

It’s somewhat reassuring that North and South Korea are now attempt-
ing to lower tensions through diplomacy, said Gerald Seib. But Kim 
Jong Un won’t end his nuclear program, and war remains a real possi-
bility. U.S. officials are now debating a “bloody nose strategy” in which 
we react to Kim’s next missile or nuclear test with a limited airstrike 
on North Korean military sites, to “illustrate the high price the regime 
could pay for its behavior.” It would be a huge gamble: Kim might 
respond by unleashing an artillery and rocket barrage on Seoul, killing 
tens of thousands of people in minutes; he might even launch a nuclear 
missile at the U.S. or one of our allies. While Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson and Defense Secretary Jim Mattis are advising that diplomatic 
efforts continue, national security adviser H.R. McMaster is arguing 
that a bloody nose is just what Kim needs. “The wild card is President 
Trump himself.” No one can predict what he’ll do—or what Kim might 
do in response. The current talks between the two Koreas may tempo-
rarily de-escalate the rhetoric, but if Kim continues to race ahead with 
his nuclear development, “mid-2018 could be a time of reckoning.”

Conservatives look at the electoral map and see “a vast sea of Re-
publican red” and a few blue islands, said Kevin Williamson. “‘Who 
needs California?’ they ask, often with a sneer. ‘Who needs New York 
and New Jersey?’ The answer: America does. Conservatives, too.” 
Though the blue islands are geographically small, they are filled with 
people—tens of millions of them. One in four U.S. citizens, in fact, live 
in just four states—California, New York, Illinois, and New Jersey—yet 
conservatives blithely dismiss these places as outside “Real America.” 
Much of what made America great in the first place has come out of 
coastal, urban America: Ellis Island, Wall Street, the movie and TV in-
dustries, Silicon Valley, and yes, great Republican leaders. The modern 
conservative movement itself emerged in Southern California and New 
York City, with Ronald Reagan and William F. Buckley Jr. leading the 
way. Today, even in deep-red states like Texas, more and more people 
live in cities like Houston and San Antonio. Writing off half the country 
is not only “bad for the Republican soul. It also will prove bad for Re-
publican electoral prospects, in time.” 

When President Trump tweeted that his nuclear button was “much 
bigger and more powerful” than North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s, 
said Carol Cohn, the “penis-measuring” subtext was laughably obvi-
ous. But as tempting as it is to dismiss the juvenile boasting as just 
another norm broken by a “president like no other,” the reality is that 
nuclear strategic thinking has always been laced with a dangerous hy-
permasculinity. When I worked with war planners early in my career, 
I was struck by “how removed they were from the human realities” 
of nuclear weapons. To make the deliberate incineration of millions of 
people more abstract, they hid behind “euphemistic language” laden 
with sexual metaphors: from “vertical erector launchers” to “thrust-to-
weight ratios” to “soft lay downs” to “deep penetration.” One military 
adviser talked about “releasing 70 to 80 percent of our megatonnage 
in one orgasmic whump.” In this nearly all-male world, war planners 
casually discussed accepting 30 million casualties, and mocked “sissy” 
politicians for not having “the stones for war.” Trump’s fear of “being 
perceived as unmanly” appears particularly deep. But among nuclear 
strategists, his macho worldview is the norm, not the exception. That 
makes the unthinkable a bit more likely. 

Giving
Kim Jong Un
a ‘bloody nose’
Gerald Seib
The Wall Street Journal

The phallic
subtext of
nuclear war
Carol Cohn
The New York Times

Conservatives 
shouldn’t 
ignore cities
Kevin Williamson
NationalReview.com

“Every Friday I meet for lunch with three or four friends from high school 
days. I instituted at these lunches what I called the No Trump Rule: ‘No’ not in 

the sense of being against Trump’s politics but against talking about him at all, for doing so seems 
to get everyone worked up unduly. The rule, I have to report, has been broken more than the Ten 
Commandments. No one, apparently, can stop talking about our president. The Trump talk quickly 
uses up most of the oxygen in any room where it arises, and can bring an argument to the shouting 
stage more quickly than a divorce settlement.” Joseph Epstein in The Wall Street Journal

Viewpoint
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GERMANY It’s an unpleasant truth: Migrants really have 
brought crime to Germany, said Ulrike Scheffer. A 
government-commissioned study has found that in 
2015 and 2016—when 1 million asylum seekers 
flocked to Germany—the state of Lower Saxony 
experienced a 10.4 percent surge in reported vio-
lent crimes. But that’s not an argument against the 
generosity that led Germans to open their doors 
to those fleeing war in Iraq and Syria. The study 
found that so-called economic migrants from 
North Africa were far more likely than legitimate 
asylum seekers to commit a violent crime. These 
economic migrants, mostly young men, lack job 
prospects in their home countries, Morocco, Alge-

ria, and Tunisia, so they come here to get “social 
benefits and a roof over their head.” But because 
they don’t qualify for refugee status, they receive 
neither sympathy from Germans nor any hope of 
staying here permanently. “Frustration and aggres-
sion are the result.” There’s no excuse for violence, 
of course, but in understanding the causes we can 
look for a solution. Right now, only skilled work-
ers can come to Germany legally—even though 
our unemployment rate is a lowly 3.6 percent and 
we need laborers. Germany should enact “a regu-
lated labor migration system that includes train-
ing possibilities.” Desperate Africans need a legal 
path—and we need them.

The dreaded bearded vulture of French folklore is 
back, said Richard Schittly. But don’t worry, that’s 
good news. The massive raptor, with a wingspan 
of up to 10 feet, was called the “bone breaker” 
for its habit of dropping large animal bones from 
the sky to smash them on Alpine rocks, expos-
ing the nourishing marrow within. “Terrible leg-
ends” sprang up about the bird. The 1st-century 
Roman naturalist Pliny the Elder described the 
bearded vulture as a symbol of evil; French farm-
ers claimed it pushed cows over cliffs and carried 
away children. That’s why, at the turn of the 
20th century, it was included on a list of harmful 
animals. Hunted mercilessly, the bearded vulture 

was eradicated from the French Alps by 1920. 
But thanks to the tireless work of environmental-
ists, the raptor is soaring again in the mountains 
of France, Switzerland, Austria, and Italy. Start-
ing in the late 1980s, activists scoured zoos for 
specimens and captured wild birds in Afghanistan 
and Russia. They brought the animals to breeding 
centers in Alpine villages, where local volunteers 
tossed food to chicks, being careful not to tame 
them. There are now more than 300 birds in the 
Alps, including 42 breeding pairs. “The vulture 
has a powerful unifying effect,” says breeding 
monitor Martine Razine. It is “a beautiful expres-
sion of European solidarity.”
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Britain’s National Health Service is in 
“chaos,” said Denis Campbell and Sarah 
Marsh in The Guardian. A surge in flu 
patients, colder weather, and high lev-
els of respiratory illness have slammed 
hospitals across the country. Beds are 
full, patients are waiting on trolleys in 
hallways, and ambulances can’t respond 
quickly to emergency calls. “We are 
seeing conditions that people have not 
experienced in their working lives,” 
said Dr. Taj Hassan, head of the Royal 
College of Emergency Medicine, which 
represents ER doctors. This pressure has 
led the NHS in England to take the “un-
precedented” step of postponing up to 55,000 non-urgent surgi-
cal procedures. Prime Minister Theresa May apologized, saying, 
“I know it is frustrating.”

This mess is the result of seven years of austerity by the ruling 
Conservative Party, said Dr. Ravi Jayaram in Independent.co.uk. 
The NHS has been consistently underfunded in a way that seems 
purposeful, as if the government wants a crisis so it can declare 
socialized medicine a failure and speed up the privatization of 
services. Just last fall, the boss of NHS England asked for an 
extra $5.5 billion for the coming winter crush, but the govern-
ment gave only about a third of that. “Primary care services 
have been decimated,” so people go to the ER instead of their 
own doctor. And with Brexit approaching, we’re losing many 
doctors and nurses from European Union countries who no lon-
ger feel welcome in the U.K.

Britons are willing to spend more on 
their beloved NHS, said The Observer 
in an editorial. In much of the world, 
including the U.S., the poor get sub-
standard care, or simply die of treat-
able conditions. Not here. Our single-
payer system is not only free to all; it 
is also excellent. The Commonwealth 
Fund, a U.S. think tank, ranks the 
NHS as the safest, most effective, most 
affordable health-care system in the 
world—better than those of America, 
Sweden, and Germany. Yet the U.K. 
spends only about 10 percent of its 
gross domestic product on health care, 

while the U.S. spends a hefty 16 percent. Polls show that two-
thirds of Britons favor a tax hike to shore up the NHS. There are 
“no excuses left for the government’s failure to act.”

Money alone won’t solve the problem, said The Mail on Sunday. 
The NHS is antiquated. It was designed “for a population of 
manual workers” who died young. Now, though, it must treat 
“millions of well-housed sedentary workers who eat too much 
and exercise too little”—and still live into their 80s. The whole 
system needs a redesign, said Camilla Cavendish in The Times. 
The NHS is “not the monolith of popular imagination,” but an 
unwieldy network of 700 organizations, including hospitals, men-
tal health trusts, and regulators, which all charge one another fees 
and require massive amounts of paperwork. We need “one truly 
unified national medical system.” What we have now is a “ram-
shackle lifeboat held together with dotted lines and goodwill.”

Why migrants
commit more
crimes
Ulrike Scheffer
Der Tagesspiegel

FRANCE

The winter crisis has caused overcrowding in hospitals.

A feared  
raptor soars
once again
Richard Schittly
Le Monde
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Iran’s wintertime “Persian Spring” looks a lot 
like the Arab Spring of 2011, said Taoufik Boua-
chrine. And considering how most of the Arab 
Spring uprisings turned out, that bodes poorly for 
the Iranian protesters. The images are quite simi-
lar to those we saw from Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, 
and Syria: Thousands of people—many of them 
young, many of them women—have taken to the 
streets, denouncing corruption and chanting for 
regime change. Yet the protests have no leader or 
goal. That’s why “this is neither a revolution nor 
a political movement,” but merely “an explosion 
of frustration.” Iranians are fed up with political 

repression and economic stagnation. But the au-
thorities have the upper hand. They have cracked 
down hard, killing at least 50 people and arresting 
thousands more, and now their propaganda ef-
fort is in full swing. Regime supporters have held 
counter rallies across the nation, and government 
media is portraying the protesters as stooges of 
the U.S. and Israel. U.S. President Donald Trump 
actually aided the regime in that regard, by “tweet-
ing his support for the very same Iranian people 
he placed on a terrorist ban list a year ago.” This 
protest may “keep rulers sleepless at night,” but it 
won’t “change the course of history.”

What will it take to stop “the spiral of violence” 
in Mexico? asked José Carlos Castañeda. Since 
then–President Felipe Calderón launched the drug 
war in 2006, we’ve tripled the size of the federal 
police and deployed the military to cartel-run re-
gions again and again, yet the homicide rate has 
more than doubled. Part of the problem is the U.S.: 
Demand for heroin has “exploded among young 
people” there, and the market for marijuana, newly 
legalized in California, is growing. And because 
the U.S. Congress refuses to pass new gun control 
regulations, “lethal high-caliber weapons” im-
ported from the north remain readily available in 

Mexico. Armed with American firearms, the crime 
syndicates can now outgun our army. That’s why 
“there can be no quick fix.” Forget about Mexico’s 
presidential election this summer: No federal gov-
ernment can solve this problem in a single six-year 
term. Instead, what we need is “the collaboration 
of states and municipalities” in changing the focus 
of the debate on drugs. It’s time to look at drugs as 
a public health issue, not just a security challenge, 
and maybe even consider legalization and regula-
tion, like California. We’ve been fighting this war 
as if battling a raging epidemic, when what we 
ought to be doing “is inoculating the population.” A
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This spring
won’t produce
a thaw
Taoufik Bouachrine
Akhbar el-Yom (Morocco)

Hamstrung
by U.S. drug
policies
José Carlos Castañeda
La Crónica de Hoy

The “utter craziness and incompetence 
of the Trump presidency” isn’t just a 
U.S. matter, said Marwan Bishara in 
Qatar’s AlJazeera.com. “It’s a global 
disaster.” The American president 
might not have total control of domes-
tic issues like health-care policy or the 
economy, but he wields a superpower’s 
influence “over issues of international 
war and peace.” That’s why the rev-
elations in journalist Michael Wolff’s 
book Fire and Fury—that Donald 
Trump is at the same time a foolish 
child and a senile old man, and above 
all a shark “who feeds on people and 
on conflict”—have appalled the world. Those he has empowered 
to run American foreign policy, such as his vapid son-in-law and 
adviser Jared Kushner, are no better. The Trump administration 
sneers at democratic leaders and sucks up to strongmen such 
as the autocrats in charge of Saudi Arabia, China, Russia, and 
Egypt. This American farce offers “a great argument against 
strong presidential systems and in favor of parliamentary democ-
racy, where leaders are better kept in check.”

What a hysterical overreaction, said Rod Liddle in The Times 
(U.K.). The world has had fun over the past week reading Wolff’s 
salacious, gossipy tell-all—excerpted in many languages on news-
paper front pages around the globe—and we can all agree that 
Trump is “pig ignorant.” But if you ignore his idiotic tweets, “his 
actions have been more good than bad.” He has supported Israel, 
suspended aid to Pakistan, and threatened to cut funds to the Pal-
estinians, suggesting that the U.S. will no longer “kowtow to a PC 

view of the world” and hand money 
to those that snub them and support 
terrorists. What’s wrong with that?

Trump has done far more bad than 
good, said Nicolas Baverez in Le 
Point (France). His retreat from 
international cooperation on issues 
such as climate change and his wa-
vering on U.S. security commitments 
is destroying America’s global influ-
ence, already weakened by the end-
less wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
This damage “is irreversible.” Even 
if the next president re-signs the 

Paris climate agreement or the Trans-Pacific Partnership, nobody 
can guarantee that another American demagogue won’t change 
course again. A fundamental trust is broken. That’s why we in 
the West “must prepare to live without the U.S.” and shore up 
our own democracies against similar populist takeovers. America 
is no longer a source of stability but “a multiplier of risks.”

Right now, South Koreans are more alarmed by a different book 
about Trump—this one, a novel imagining a dark future, said 
Shim Jae-yun in The Korea Times (South Korea). In writer Kim 
Jin-myung’s U.S.-Sino War, the U.S. under Trump seeks to use 
the North Korean nuclear standoff as an excuse to launch an 
all-out war with China—a scenario that seems all too plausible 
given Trump’s fascination with the military and his pathological 
need to appear strong. A war on the Korean peninsula would 
“lead to total disaster.” Yet given Trump’s impulsivity and igno-
rance, “the likelihood is increasing.”

How they see us: World spooked by White House tell-all

Wolff’s book is put out on display at a London bookstore.
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Fire and Fury: Is Trump unfit for the presidency?
You don’t have to be a psychiatrist to sus-
pect that President Trump suffers from some 
form of mental illness, said Eric Levitz in 
NYMag.com. His relentless narcissism, his 
shameless hunger for affirmation and atten-
tion, and his unhinged tweeting all suggest 
that the 71-year-old president is “psychologi-
cally unhealthy.” Michael Wolff’s sensational 
new White House tell-all, Fire and Fury, 
leaves no doubt that the man occupying the 
Oval Office is dangerously erratic, ignorant, 
and unfit to serve as president—“and every-
one around him knows it.” Drawing on West 
Wing interviews with many of Trump’s advis-
ers, Wolff paints an alarming picture of a “semi-literate” president 
who refuses to read memos, is profoundly ignorant of policy, and 
is temperamentally unstable. Senior staff repeatedly told Wolff that 
Trump is “like a child.” Our commander in chief regularly sits in 
bed eating a cheeseburger at 6:30 p.m., watching cable-news net-
works on his three televisions, and stewing over how he’s being cov-
ered. If that’s not disturbing enough, said Jim Newell in Slate.com, 
aides told Wolff that Trump repeats word for word the same three 
stories within 10 minutes. Trump might be suffering from early-
stage dementia, or he might just be overwhelmed by his enormous 
responsibilities. Either way, “he’s nowhere near fit for the gig.”
 
It’s official: Trump derangement syndrome has finally “taken on 
pathological proportions,” said Tammy Bruce in FoxNews.com. 
From the moment he defeated Hillary Clinton, Trump’s haters have 
been willing to “believe anything” about the president—and their 
eager embrace of this liberal fan fiction proves no exception. Written 
by a former media gossip columnist with a long history of embel-
lishing “facts,” Fire and Fury is riddled with fabrications and basic 
errors. Wolff claims Trump is so ignorant, for example, he didn’t 
even know who John Boehner was—despite Trump having golfed 
with the former House speaker before he became president. Huge 
sections are based on the embittered rants of Trump’s ousted chief 
strategist, Steve Bannon. Even Wolff admits in the foreword to the 
book that “he’s not sure what’s true and what isn’t.” The president 
may be a deeply flawed man, but it’s best to “judge Trump by his 
record, not gossip,” said Jonathan Tobin in NationalReview.com. 
The economy is heating up as a result of regulatory reform and a 
huge corporate tax cut, and ISIS has been nearly destroyed. Do those 
governing achievements look like the work of a “complete buffoon”? 

Wolff’s book contains its fair share of exag-
gerations and sloppy reporting, said Jim 
VandeHei and Mike Allen in Axios.com. 
But based on our own and other reporters’ 
interviews with White House staff, there’s 
no doubt that parts of Fire and Fury “ring 
unambiguously true.” Trump really does 
have a childlike attention span and resists 
all attempts to inform him about complex 
policy matters. He seems unable to take in 
information, changes his mind from minute 
to minute, and often goes off on bizarre 
tangents and furious rants, with staff 
pretending to agree with him so as not to 

enrage him further. Many of his aides, we’ve been told “are quite 
fearful about the next chapter of the Trump presidency,” and are 
planning to leave the White House before disaster strikes. 

The real scandal about Fire and Fury, then, “isn’t its salacious 
details,” said James Fallows in TheAtlantic.com, but the fact that 
what Wolff is describing “is an open secret.” Trump’s mental 
incompetence has been exhaustively documented by mainstream 
reporters covering the White House—and demonstrated by Trump 
himself in his tweets and public statements. Yet the Republican 
majority in Congress has steadfastly protected him at every turn, 
blocking demands that he release his tax returns and denigrating 
the Russia investigation, despite being well aware of the unique 
danger Trump’s presidency represents. Perhaps Fire and Fury, with 
its “unforgettable” anecdotes, will mark a watershed moment, 
forcing Republican lawmakers and American voters to confront 
the reality that their erratic emperor has no clothes after all.

For now, though, “our president’s chaotic mind isn’t going 
anywhere,” said Ross Douthat in The New York Times. 
Trump’s “inability to handle the weight and responsibility of his 
office” was obvious during the campaign, but he was elected any-
way. And he remains popular in the Republican base. So you can 
forget Republicans agreeing to impeachment or using the 25th 
Amendment to remove Trump on grounds of incapacity. The most 
likely outcome, until at least the midterm elections, is that we live 
“the way that America lived during the waning days of Nixon”: 
with a government overseen by patriotic aides and generals dedi-
cated to keeping Trump’s “unfitness from producing a historic 
calamity.” It’s mostly worked so far; fingers crossed for 2018. 

His staff describes him as ‘like a child.’
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Trump’s official working day begins at 
11 a.m., according to a leaked copy of his 
private schedule. His mornings are listed 
as “Executive Time,” which he gener-
ally spends in his bedroom watching TV, 
tweeting, and making phone calls. During 
the rest of his day, he generally has two 
or three meetings, a full hour for lunch, 
and more executive time. On some days, 
his official duties end by 4:15 p.m. 
Axios.com

Police fatally shot 987 people last year—
the third year in a row the tally has been 
nearly 1,000. But the number of unarmed 
people shot has declined from 94 in 2015 

to 68 last year. About 1 in 4 shot were 
described as mentally ill or suffering from 
extreme emotional distress. The number 
of officers killed in the line of duty, mean-
while, declined from 66 in 2016 to 46.  
The Washington Post

Three monster hurricanes and a deadly 
wildfire season made 
2017 the costliest year 
ever for natural disas-
ters in the U.S.,  said the 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. The combined 
cost of hurricanes Har-

vey, Irma, and Maria, plus 13 other weather 
and climate disasters was $306 billion.  
USA Today

As the northeastern U.S. was dealing 
with a “bomb cyclone” that caused wind 
chills as low as 100 degrees below zero 
in New Hampshire, regions of Australia 

were dealing with the most 
catastrophic heat wave in nearly 
80 years. In a Sydney suburb, 
temperatures hit 117 degrees 
Fahrenheit, while a 6-mile stretch 
of highway in Victoria melted into 
soft, sticky asphalt.  
The Washington Post 

Noted



“If you let your head get too 
big, it’ll break your neck.”

Elvis Presley, quoted in 
MentalFloss.com

“People who say it cannot 
be done should not interrupt 

those who are doing it.”
George Bernard Shaw, 

quoted in Inc.com

“A book read by a thou-
sand different people is a 
thousand different books.”

Director Andrei Tarkovsky, 
quoted in TheGuardian.com

“It is always cruel when 
other people’s eyes rest 

on us, even if those looks 
are benevolent. They turn 
us into actors. We can no 

longer be ourselves.” 
Swiss writer Pascal Mercier, 

quoted in The New York Times

“If hate could be turned 
into electricity, it would 

light up the whole world.”
Nikola Tesla, quoted in 

TheBrowser.com

“I have the nerve to walk 
my own way, however 
hard, in my search for 

reality, rather than climb 
upon the rattling wagon of 

wishful illusions.” 
Zora Neale Hurston, quoted in 

Shondaland.com

“May we teach our 
children that speaking out 

without the fear of 
retribution is our culture’s 

new North Star.”
Laura Dern, 

quoted in USA Today
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Poll watch
61% of Americans sup-

port legalizing marijuana, 
up from 57% last year 
and 31% in 2000. 70% of 
Millennials, 66% of Gen 
Xers, and 56% of Baby 
Boomers approve of 
legalizing marijuana. 58% 
of those older than 75 
oppose legalization. 
Pew Research 

42% of Americans now 
identify as independents, 
up from 39% in 2016. 29% 
of Americans identify as 
Democrats and 27% as 
Republicans. 
Gallup
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Oprah: Growing talk of a 2020 run
Progressives, rejoice, said Sally Kohn in 
CNN.com. With an “inspiring,” stump-
ready speech at the Golden Globes on 
Sunday about ending sexual harassment, 
Oprah Winfrey ignited long-simmering 
speculation that she would run for 
president in 2020. Some of the bil-
lionaire TV star’s friends said she was 
“actively considering” a presidential 
run, and her best friend, CBS This 
Morning co-host Gayle King, said 
Oprah was “intrigued by the idea.” 
Democrats are intrigued, too. Winfrey 
is everything President Trump isn’t: a 
genuinely self-made billionaire who 
climbed to the pinnacle from poverty, 
with a long history of helping and 
inspiring people. Winfrey is certainly popular 
enough to win, said Josh Barro in Business 
Insider.com. Her millions of viewers and fans—
many of them working-class women—believe 
that “Oprah ‘gets’ them and cares about them.” 
She would appeal to many of the Americans who 
voted for Trump “in a way other Democratic 
candidates could not.”

“Get a grip, people,” said Paul Waldman in 
WashingtonPost.com. Yes, Winfrey would prob-
ably win the Democratic nomination, with the 
media doing everything in its power to create 
a “Trump-Oprah throwdown.” But her record 
is far from stainless. She has given a prominent 

platform to anti-vaxxers, and pro moted 
quackery including “The Secret,” a lucra-
tive self-help program that teaches “if you 

wish really hard for something” you 
will somehow get it. Besides, we’ve 
already elected a billionaire celebrity 

with no experience in politics, 
foreign policy, and governance—
and it’s proving an unmitigated 
disaster. What we’ll need after 

Trump is “a deeply serious figure 
with a strong record of public service,” 
said Thomas Chatterton Williams in 
The New York Times. The fact that so 
many liberals would prefer Oprah is a 

damning sign that the party has no 
one better—and that the presidency 

has become “just another prize for celebrities.”

It’s not the voters’ fault that celebrities are run-
ning for office, said Michael Brendan Dougherty 
in NationalReview.com. “I blame the wonks.” 
Elected leaders have effectively ceded responsibil-
ity for governing to a permanent bureaucracy of 
hundreds of thousands of policymakers, party 
apparatchiks, and “experts” who actually run 
Washington. As a result, there is no need for 
wise, experienced elected leaders. In the new 
world order, celebrities like Trump and Oprah 
can “do the job of winning elections and riling up 
the public,” while the permanent political class 
makes the real decisions.

Ding, dong, the White House’s “election integ-
rity” commission is dead, said Miles Rapoport in 
The American Prospect. With a tweet, President 
Trump last week abruptly shut down the sham 
commission, created to justify Trump’s “ludicrous 
claim” that he lost the popular vote because 
3 million to 5 million illegal immigrants voted for 
Hillary Clinton. The commission was ostensibly a 
fair-minded investigation into voter fraud but was 
nothing more than “a Trojan horse for a voter-
suppression agenda.” Its co-chair, Kansas Secre-
tary of State Kris Kobach, had spent his career 
trying, and failing, to prove that voter fraud is 
epidemic; he called for strict federal voter iden-
tification laws before the commission was even 
created. Luckily, both Republican and Democratic 
election officials saw through the charade, with 44 
states refusing to comply with some or all of com-
mission’s sweeping demands for information on 
voters, such as their Social Security numbers. The 
secretive commission was also buried in a “bliz-
zard” of lawsuits, crippling its work out the gate. 

“No voter should be happy about this,” said 
Michael Thielen, executive director of the Repub-
lican National Lawyers Association, in TheHill 
.com. Liberals derailed the commission’s work 

before it could even get started. Why were they so 
afraid of an inquiry into fraudulent voting by non-
citizens? But while they’ve won this battle, liberals 
“may lose the war.” President Trump has charged 
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) with 
taking over the commission’s investigation, and 
it will have far more power to cross-check voter 
rolls against its own immigration records. Let’s see 
what the agents find. 

This fight will now get uglier, said Charles 
 Stewart III in The Washington Post. When DH S 
compares voter lists with data on undocumented 
immigrants, it’s guaranteed to generate thousands 
of false positives from people sharing the same 
names and birth dates. A lot of people with names 
like Maria Rod ri guez could end up being wrongly 
purged from voter rolls. There is already over-
whelming evidence that voter fraud is vanishingly 
rare, said Jamelle Bouie in Slate.com. But Repub-
licans see voter suppression as critical to holding 
on to power, so they are aggressively pushing state 
laws to make it harder for poor people and minor-
ities who lean Democratic to vote. Last year, law-
makers in 31 states introduced 99 bills to restrict 
access to voter registration. Trump’s commission 
may be dead, but its spirit lives on. 

Voter fraud: Why Trump’s commission died

She’s ‘intrigued.’ 



Two major security flaws have been discov-
ered in the microchips running “nearly all of 
the world’s computers,” said Cade Metz and 
Nicole Perlroth in The New York Times, and 
to the tech industry’s alarm, the problems 
can’t be entirely fixed. The flaws, dubbed 
Spectre and Meltdown, afflict nearly all 
microprocessors made in the past 20 years, 
including those from market leader Intel, and 
“allow hackers to steal the entire memory 
contents” of computers and smartphones—
including passwords, emails, and credit card 
info—as well as servers running in cloud networks. Chip compa-
nies have kept the flaws “under wraps” for months in order to 
prepare fixes, said Aaron Mak in Slate.com. But security analysts 
say that “software patches aren’t enough to fully mend Spectre,” 
which tricks applications into divulging data to hackers. Only 
processor redesigns in the next generation of computer chips will 
fully protect computers from the flaw. Meltdown, which “com-
promises the hardware barrier between applications and core 
memory,” is easier to exploit but less dangerous, and Google, Mi-
crosoft, and others have released patches “mitigating” its impact. 

“It’s not hyperbole to say Meltdown and Spectre are a disaster,” 
said Devindra Hardawar in Engadget.com. Rivals in the chip 
business have been so concerned with performance and speed in 
recent years that they’ve let massive security holes slip in under 
their noses. This is a “wake-up call” that chipmakers “have to 

work together” on potential vulnerabilities 
before products hit the market. If they don’t, 
they’ll be forced to collaborate after the fact 
“to avoid a potential computing apoca-
lypse.” Experts have cautioned that “it’s not 
clear whether hackers have exploited these 
flaws,” said Craig Timberg in The Wash-
ington Post. But if they have, the attacks 
“would likely not leave any trace that could 
be detected.” That’s particularly concern-
ing for major corporations that have shifted 
“their most sensitive data” to the cloud. 

Cloud servers are especially vulnerable to a flaw like Meltdown, 
and the tech world’s collective shock at the seriousness of these 
security holes “threatens to make companies reconsider” handing 
over their data.

“What can you do now to protect against the chip flaws?” asked 
Jay Greene in The Wall Street Journal. First, ensure that “soft-
ware on any device is up to date.” Apple’s current iOS update 
includes “the latest fix,” but remedies for Android devices “are 
trickier.” Google suggests checking with your device manufacturer 
or carrier to see if your devices “are patched.”  For Windows 10 
users, a patch should have been automatically downloaded. 
There’s “one reason not to panic just yet”: Exploiting the flaws is 
“so complex” that hackers will likely “continue relying on com-
mon techniques such as phishing” to get your data, rather than 
hacking your processor. 

Hacking: Two massive microchip security flaws

A
la

m
y,

 N
is

sa
n

States embrace net neutrality 
The net neutrality fight is far from over, said 
Sean Captain in FastCompany.com. Following 
last month’s vote by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission to abandon net neutrality 
regulations, several states, including Washing-
ton, New York, and California, have begun 
“crafting their own net neutrality laws.” The 
laws could forbid internet service providers 
from “blocking or hindering access to legal on-
line content sources” or from promoting “fast 
lane” premium broadband deals. The measures 
join “an expected flood” of lawsuits from con-
sumer and activist groups questioning the va-
lidity of the FCC vote . The debate has grown 
increasingly bellicose, with FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai beefing up his personal security in response 
to death threats and canceling an appearance 
at a major tech conference.

Amazon to sell ads on Alexa
“Amazon is turning to Alexa and asking it 
to build a big digital advertising business,” 
said Lauren Hirsch and Michelle Castillo in 
CNBC.com. The retail juggernaut is in talks 
with companies such as Procter & Gamble 
on promotional opportunities available via 
its Echo speakers and Alexa, its AI assistant. 
Early discussions indicate the companies may 

“pay for a higher placement” in searches, 
similar to Google’s paid searches. Amazon 
has done very little advertising on its Echo 
speakers so far, so “the move could mean big 
things for consumer companies fretting about 
their influence on a voice-powered shopping 
experience.” One option being discussed 
for Alexa includes “letting companies target 
users based on past shopping behavior.” For 
instance, “Alexa may suggest to a shopper 
who previously bought Clorox’s Pine-Sol to 
consider buying its disinfecting wipes.”

Nintendo caps blockbuster year
The Nintendo Switch console is “the fastest-
selling home video game system in U.S. 
history,” said David Ewalt in Forbes.com. 
The Switch, priced at $299 and pitched as a 
hybrid console that gamers can play with or 
without a plug-in monitor, has sold nearly 
5 million units in 10 months. That surpasses 
the previous biggest seller, Nintendo’s own 
Wii, which moved 4 million units in a 10-
month period in 2006. The news capped a 
bumper 2017 for the Japanese video game 
behemoth. In addition to the Switch, the 
company also launched two well-received 
new titles in its blockbuster gaming series 
Zelda and Super Mario. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

Nissan is develop-
ing a “car of the 
future that will 
read your brain 
waves,” said 
Jie Ma and Nao 
Sano in Bloomberg 
.com. The automaker this week 
unveiled its “brain-to-vehicle” tech-
nology at the Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas. The system tries 
to “decode” a driver’s thinking to 
“anticipate actions” and make hands-
on driving more fun. The driver 
wears a skullcap with electrodes 
that transmit brain-wave act ivity to 
influence the steering, acceleration, 
and braking systems. “The driver 
still turns the wheel or hits the gas 
pedal, but the car anticipates those 
movements and begins the actions 
0.2 seconds to 0.5 seconds sooner.” 
Nissan is also planning to release 
autonomous vehicles in 2022, and 
the skullcap can distinguish driver 
“preferences and discomfort” so the 
car can adjust accordingly and switch 
back to manual. “Driving pleasure is 
something as humans we should not 
lose,” said Lucian Gheorghe, Nissan’s 
senior innovation researcher.

Innovation of the week
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Nearly all computer chips are vulnerable.
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Autism rates stabilizing 
After rising for the past two decades, 
rates of autism spectrum disorder in the 
U.S. finally appear to be stabilizing, new 
research suggests. Previous studies have 
shown that the number of young people 
diagnosed with autism or a related condi-
tion that affects their social and commu-
nication skills more than doubled between 
2002 and 2010, reports Time.com. In 
2014, the National Health Interview Survey 
started asking participants whether a child 
in the family had been diagnosed with such 
a condition. Over the next three years, that 
question was answered for 30,502 chil-
dren ages 3 to 17. When researchers from 
the University of Iowa adjusted the data 
to make it nationally representative, they 
found that the number of households that 
had reported a child’s diagnosis had held 
steady over that period, at about 2.4 per-
cent. Though encouraged by this appar-
ent plateauing, scientists are still trying to 
understand why autism has become and 
remains so common. Likely factors include 
evolving diagnostic criteria, greater aware-
ness of its conditions, and the older average 
age of parents and other risk factors. 

Diabetes drug for Alzheimer’s  
Scientists seeking a cure for diabetes may 
have stumbled across a treatment for 

Alzheimer’s disease. A team at Lancaster 
University in England gave mice that had 
been genetically engineered to have the 
neuro degenerative condition a “triple 
receptor” diabetes drug that activates the 
growth factors GLP-1, GIP, and glucagon— 
hormones that help protect the brain from 
degeneration. Alzheimer’s is associated with 
impaired growth-factor signaling, which 
causes nerve cells to lose function. The 
researchers found that the mice demon-
strated significantly improved memory and 
learning during a maze test, and also had 
reduced inflammation and plaque buildup 
in the brain. Successful rodent studies often 
fail to translate into human treatments, but 
the researchers nevertheless called their find-
ings a “very positive” development, reports 
BusinessInsider.com. “With no new treat-
ments in nearly 15 years, we need to find 
new ways of tackling Alzheimer’s,” says 
Doug Brown from the Alzheimer’s Society. 
“It’s imperative that we explore whether 
drugs developed to treat other conditions 
can benefit people with Alzheimer’s.”

Super blue blood moon 
The first month of 2018 
will conclude with a 
“super blue blood 
moon”—a rare 
celestial event last 
seen in 1866. The 
phenomenon, due on 
Jan. 31, occurs when 
a supermoon, blue 
moon, and total lunar 
eclipse take place simul-
taneously. A supermoon is the 
lunar body at perigee, its closest approach 
to Earth: Normally an average of 238,855 
miles from us, the moon will be roughly 
16,000 miles closer on Jan. 31, making 
it appear up to 14 percent bigger and 
30 percent brighter than usual. The super-
moon will coincide with January’s second 

full moon, or blue moon. And they will 
both take place at the same time as a total 
lunar eclipse, when the sun, Earth, and the 
moon are aligned, with the moon in Earth’s 
shadow. During a total lunar eclipse, the 
sunlight refracted through Earth’s atmo-
sphere gives the lunar surface a reddish 
hue—an effect known as a “blood moon.” 
“We’re seeing all of Earth’s sunrises and 
sunsets at that moment reflected from the 
surface of the moon,” NASA program 
scientist Sarah Noble tells Forbes.com. The 
best views of the super blue blood moon 
will be from central and eastern Asia, 
Indonesia, New Zealand, and Australia—
but stargazers in Alaska and Hawaii could 
also catch a glimpse.

Health scare of the week
Screen time and myopia 
Too much “screen time” and not enough 
outdoor play may be taking a toll on 
children’s vision. A recent study in India 
involving school-age kids found that 
the risk for myopia, or nearsightedness, 
increased among those who used a device 
with a screen for four or more hours each 
week. Rates of myopia—which occurs 

when the eyeball becomes too long, 
preventing light from focusing directly 
on the retina—have doubled in the 
U.S. and Europe over the past five 
decades. In parts of Asia, almost 
90 percent of 18-year-olds now have 
the condition, which makes distant 

objects appear blurry. Researchers 
believe the main factor is a lack of expo-

sure to direct sunlight, which prevents elon-
gation of the eye during childhood. The 
issue is not that screens are “sending some 
magic signal to the eye that’s damaging it,” 
ophthalmologist Christopher Starr from 
New York’s Weill Cornell Medical Center 
tells CBSNews.com. “It’s that when you’re 
on those devices you tend to be inside and 
not outdoors in the sunlight.” A
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The East Coast was gripped by record 
cold and powerful storms last week, with 
every state from Maine to Florida under 
a blanket of frigid air. Tallahassee saw 
its first snowfall since 1989, while in the 
Northeast a “bomb cyclone”—a storm 
strengthened by an extreme drop in 
atmospheric pressure—produced 60 mph 
blizzards and dumped up to 12 inches 
of snow. But meteorologists and clima-
tologists have pushed back against the 
notion that recent freezing temperatures 
and snowy conditions refute or challenge 
the legitimacy of climate change, reports 
CNN.com. Counterintuitively, the icy 
blast may in fact be a product of a warm-

ing world. Research shows that warmer 
air and shrinking Arctic ice weaken the 
polar jet stream—the strong band of 
winds that forms where balmy breezes 
from the mid-latitudes and frigid Arctic 
air meet. This weakening allows frosty 
air that is normally trapped in the Arctic 
to descend into North America—the 
much-feared “polar vortex.” Atmospheric 
scientists warn that as the world warms 
and normal atmospheric patterns are 
disrupted, extreme weather events of 
all kinds will become more common. 
Indeed, it was warmer than usual last 
week in most of the world; in Alaska, it 
was 49 degrees—warmer than in Florida. 

To conclude that a temporary cold snap 
in one part of the globe disproves cli-
mate change, said  climate scientist Peter 
Frumhoff, “is like saying, ‘If everyone 
around me is wealthy, then poverty is not 
a problem.’” 

Cold snaps and climate change
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A steep rise in autism has leveled off.

Off the New Jersey shore, even the sea froze.



Make way for “the first stratosphere-
ready mystery of 2018,” said Janet 
Maslin in The New York Times. Its au-
thor, an editor of mystery novels who’s 
writing under a pseudonym, is clearly 
well versed in the tricks of the trade. 
Superficially, his story about a New 
York City agoraphobe who thinks she 
has witnessed a crime in a neighboring 
townhouse is equal parts Rear Window 
and The Girl on the Train. But reader 
beware: The Woman in the Window 
“excels at planting misconceptions.” 
Thanks to a regular diet of pills, alcohol, 
and classic Hollywood thrillers, Anna 
Fox is a seriously unreliable narrator, 
one who can’t be counted on to distin-
guish reality from her favorite movies, 
said Lloyd Sachs in the Chicago Tribune. 
Thus when she reports the killing of a 
neighbor she calls Jane Russell, the po-
lice don’t take her seriously. Thankfully, 
Finn does. His shut-in heroine, a once 
respected psychologist who’s been 
traumatized by loss, is both achingly 
human and a wry observer of the world. 
Humor gets the novel rolling, and “it’s 
not a book you can easily put down.”

ARTS 21

Review of reviews: Books

“This is a thin book, with a fat book inside, 
struggling to escape,” said Mark Kleiman in 
The Washington Monthly. Its co-authors, 
a libertarian scholar and a liberal professor, 
have landed upon a cause that both conser-
vatives and progressives can get behind, but 
“the devil is in the details,” and 180 pages 
prove insufficient for more than a rough 
sketch. To Brink Lindsey and Steven Teles, 
the great overlooked source of income 
equality in America is government regula-
tion that benefits the well-off at the expense 
of the poor and the middle class. Consider, 
for example, the way restrictive zoning 
laws make affordable housing scarcer, or 
how licensing requirements protect high 
incomes for doctors and lawyers. But until 
Lindsey and Teles add meat to their valu-
able insights, their call for an end to perni-

Mary Beard is “a 
kind of folk hero 
for feminists of all 
ages,” and for good 
reason, said Kate 
Tuttle in the Los 
Angeles Times. In 
her latest book, a 
pocket-size volume 
based on a pair 
of lectures, the 
esteemed British 
classics scholar 

fights back as she always has against the 
bullies who seek to silence women: with wit 
and deep learning. In Women & Power, 
her goal is to illuminate how power has 
always been defined in Western culture in a 
way that pushes women to the side. Pick up 
The Odyssey, Beard says, and in the open-
ing pages you’ll find Penelope in her palace 
being told by her son to shut up and return 
to her weaving, because, in his words, pub-
lic speaking is “the business of men.” And 
that wasn’t just one ingrate’s opinion: To be 
a man in ancient Greece required being able 
to silence women, just as Telemachus did, 
and to hold forth in the public sphere.

Book of the week

cious regulations is “a slogan, not a policy 
prescription.” 

To begin with, the special interests that have 
captured the regulatory apparatus won’t give 
up their advantages without a fight, said 
Annie Lowrey in The Atlantic. “The rich 
and powerful are, it goes without saying, 
rich and powerful.” Still, it’s worth think-
ing about how policy changes in the four 
areas Lindsey and Teles focus on could both 
kick-start growth and spread the wealth. 
Besides licensing and land-use restrictions, 
the authors look at government oversight of 
Wall Street and intellectual property rights, 

arguing that in one case, perverse incentives 
have produced our bloated financial sector, 
and that in the other, trademark and patent 
protections put startups in many fields at a 
severe disadvantage. 

“Unfortunately, Lindsey and Teles’ proposed 
solutions are less compelling than their 
analysis of the problem,” said Ilya Somin in 
WashingtonPost.com. To limit the power 
of lobbyists to write legislation, they recom-
mend increasing staffing for lawmakers 
at all levels, and they suggest that courts 
should be more active in striking down 
regulations that benefit special interests but 
not the common good. “Unfortunately, the 
authors dismiss what may be the best strat-
egy for fighting capture”: shrinking govern-
ment, and thus shrinking the advantages of 
the special interests that have the time to 
navigate its byzantine ways. Whatever shape 
a reform effort takes, “it will be hard,” said 
Robert Samuelson in The Washington Post. 
But something must be tried before America 
becomes a spoils society in which growth 
dies and the only way to get ahead is to take 
what others have. “This is a formula for 
resentment and discord,” and “the conse-
quences could be dire.”

The Captured Economy: How  
the Powerful Enrich Themselves, 
Slow Down Growth, and 
Increase Inequality
by Brink Lindsey and Steven M. Teles
(Oxford, $25)

Novel of the week
The Woman in the Window
by A.J. Finn (Morrow, $27)

Women & Power: A Manifesto
by Mary Beard
(Liveright, $16)

Similar “graphic and foul” examples 
quickly follow, said Jacqueline Rose in 
TheGuardian.com. Aristotle, we’re told, 
held that the very sound of women’s voices 
was proof of their wickedness. In Greek 
myth, the princess Philomela was raped 
and had her tongue cut out to prevent her 
from reporting the crime. A similar fate 
befell Medusa, who, in Ovid’s telling, was 
raped by Poseidon and further punished 
by having her hair turned into serpents. 
Beard draws a direct line from that tale to 
a popular cartoon image from the 2016 
U.S. presidential campaign that showed 
Donald Trump holding the severed head of 
a Medusa-like Hillary Clinton.

Bad as all this history gets, “it’s a tonic 
to encounter a book that doesn’t just 
describe the scale of a problem but suggests 
remedies,” said Parul Sehgal in The New 
York Times. Beard, who regularly attracts 
misogynist insults online, models a way 
for women to cheerfully hold their ground. 
But she also advises that we as a culture 
set about revising our idea of power so 
that men don’t have an unfair advantage in 
obtaining and exercising it. That idea might 
seem “hopelessly utopian,” but, as Beard 
points out, trying it is better than continuing 
to make every female politician feel that she 
must wear pantsuits.

A protester in New York: Weighing the trade-offs

THE WEEK January 19, 2018

N
ew

sc
o
m



Best books...chosen by Neel Mukherjee
Novelist Neel Mukherjee is the author of the 2014 Man Booker Prize finalist 
The Lives of Others. His new novel, A State of Freedom, tells the stories of five 
strivers in India. NPR has called it “as breathtakingly beautiful as it is bleak.” 

The Book List22 ARTS  

The Enigma of Arrival  by V.S. Naipaul (Vintage, 
$17). Eight years after his adamantine master-
piece, A Bend in the River, this marked Naipaul’s 
return to fiction, and once again he broke the 
form and returned the term “novel” to its original 
meaning of “something new.” Autobiography, 
fiction, and meditation all fuse to create an unfor-
gettable and powerful, melancholy-drenched 
work about displacement and unbelonging.

Voss by Patrick White  (Penguin, $18). Set in 
19th-century Australia, White’s great mid-period 
novel on what was an abiding theme for him—
the mystical at the heart of human apprehension 
of the world—centers on a German explorer and 
his doomed expedition into the outback. It’s a 
difficult novel, not least because of White’s formi-
dable and utterly original prose style.

The Gate of Angels  by Penelope Fitzgerald 
(Mariner, $15). The penultimate of this great 
writer’s last four miraculous novels, Angels defies 
summary. Set at Cambridge University in the early 
20th century, it is about the unsaid, the unseen, 
the unsayable; about the birth of quantum physics; 
about love; about reason versus the  irrational—
and all delivered in just over 160 pages. 

Middlemarch  by George Eliot (Signet, $8). To 
my mind, the greatest novel in the English lan-
guage. An incandescent intelligence illuminates 
this work and animates it. Dorothea Brooke’s 
search for self-realization is powered by both 
intellectual hunger and emotional need.

The Master and Margarita  by Mikhail 
Bulgakov (Penguin, $17). Wild, anarchic, sur-
real, fantastical, and contrary to everything 
that the giant cathedral that is the 19th-century 
Russian novel has led you to expect. Bulgakov’s 
tale of the mayhem created by the Devil’s visit 
to Moscow (not to mention a novel-within-the-
novel about Pontius Pilate and Yeshua) is the 
literary equivalent of a bomb and a magical fire-
work rolled into one. 

Anna Karenina  by Leo Tolstoy (Bantam, $8). 
Yes, it survives—nay, reigns resplendently—
despite modernism, postmodernism, avant-
gardism, nouveau roman–ism, autofictionism, 
navel gazing–ism, smart aleck–ism, narcissism, 
you name it. Which other novel is so dense yet 
so transparent, its realism so seamless, the world 
it renders so tangible, credible, entire, its people 
so utterly real? 

Also of interest...in rule-breakers and renegades
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For those of us who weren’t around 
for Silicon Valley’s early days, Leslie 
Berlin’s sweeping history represents 
“the next best thing,” said Jeff John 
Roberts in Fortune. The Stanford 
historian does “a masterful job” 

explaining the profound discoveries made by the 
area’s myriad geniuses while unspooling a brisk 
narrative goosed by anecdotes about pot parties 
and naked hot tub meetings. If you wonder how 
the tech industry developed the sexist culture now 
causing it so much trouble, the answers are here. 

Troublemakers
by Leslie Berlin (Simon & Schuster, $30)

Fans of the movie Straight Outta 
Compton can now go far deeper 
into the history of the seminal rap 
group N.W.A, said Melanie Sims in 
the Associated Press. Author Gerrick 
Kennedy “points out all the major 

landmarks,” and “by way of interview gems” and 
“surprising backstories,” he creates an “incredibly 
vivid look” at how one L.A. neighborhood pro-
duced the dysfunction that in turn produced Ice 
Cube, Dr. Dre, Eazy-E, and the rest of the group 
that defined late-’80s gangsta rap.

Parental Discretion Is Advised
by Gerrick D. Kennedy (Atria, $26)

The conflict at the heart of Fiona 
Mozley’s Booker-shortlisted novel 
“brims with primal, folkloric power,” 
said Sam Sacks in The Wall Street 
Journal. In one corner, a reclusive 
forest dweller who is “part feral 

beast, part workingman’s hero.” In the other, a 
“superbly malevolent” English landowner who 
extorts his tenants and hopes to banish the hero. 
Mozley’s prose is at times “terribly clotted with 
poeticisms,” but many scenes in her David-and-
Goliath narrative “feel genuinely inspirational.”

Elmet
by Fiona Mozley (Algonquin, $16)

“OMG,” said The Economist. “The 
kids and the internet are ruining the 
English language, amirite?” Emmy 
Favilla, the copy chief at BuzzFeed 
.com, strongly disagrees with that idea. 
Though some language-rule changes 

she argues for “will make traditionalists cringe,” 
she clearly believes standards matter. BuzzFeed 
regularly surveys its readers to stay current with 
language innovations. Grayhairs can accuse 
Millennials of bending the language, “but they 
cannot say the young people simply don’t care.”

A World Without Whom
by Emmy J. Favilla (Bloomsbury, $26)

Sara Zaske
Sara Zaske isn’t the first author 
to tout an alternative to the 
American approach to child 
rearing, said Rachel Carlyle 
in The Times (U.K.). But she 
never anticipated when she 
and her husband moved to 
Germany with their 2-year-old 

daughter that 
the lesson 
she’d learn 
would be 
to chill out. 
Instead of 
being the 
strict task-
masters she’d 

expected, parents and teach-
ers in Berlin made their coun-
terparts in Oregon look like 
control freaks. They let 5-year-
olds use knives during play-
time. They expected 7-year-
olds to walk to school alone. 
They endorsed 16-year-olds 
drinking beer and sleeping 
overnight with their significant 
others. “German children and 
teenagers,” she says, “have an 
almost unimaginable freedom 
compared to kids in the U.S.”

How did German parents 
become so permissive? In 
her new book, Achtung Baby, 
Zaske points to the fallout 
from World War II. The gen-
eration born after the fall of 
the Nazis, she says, “rejected 
everything their parents had 
done, including how they 
raised their kids.” Instead of 
stressing obedience, they 
encouraged self-reliance. 
“The trend in parenting right 
from the earliest age is for 
preparation, not prohibition,” 
she says. And she argues 
that the approach helps build 
responsible decision-makers—
as evidenced by Germany’s 
lower rates of teen pregnancy 
and binge drinking. Since 
returning to the U.S. three 
years ago, Zaske has had to 
work extra hard to think like 
a German parent instead of a 
fearful American. “I still feel 
all those fears,” she says. “But 
I always ask myself before I 
let my kids do things, Do they 
need to learn this? Are they 
ready to learn this? And most 
of the time, I can say yes.” 

Author of the week
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“It would seem, in this age of Insta-
gram, that we are all picture makers 
in the Stephen Shore mold,” said 
Barbara Pollack in Hyperallergic.com. 
Like Shore, a 70-year-old New York 
City native who’s well known in his 
field but little known outside of it, 
we are all inspired to photograph our 
meals and other commonplaces, then 
share the images with the world. But 
Shore, who’s had more than 50 years 
of practice at this sort of thing, brings 
more to the game. Some 500 of his 
photographs currently hang in a mas-
sive retrospective at MoMA, and “while 
‘beauty’ would be a misnomer for most of 
the images,” it’d hard to deny their “visual 
catchiness.” More important than Shore’s 
eye for composition, though, is his ability 
to erase ego from his picture making. “For 
most people on Instagram, the photograph 
is a servant to likability.” For Shore, a 
photo is a pure invitation to look.

Shore, who was given his first darkroom at 
6, “bloomed into his calling like a hothouse 

orchid,” said Peter Schjeldahl in The New 
Yorker. He was just 14 when he sold three 
of his prints to MoMA, and he dropped 
out of high school in 1965 to hang out 
with the Andy Warhol crowd. But he accu-
mulated mentors and soon hit the road to 
start producing the series that cemented his 
reputation. “Unexpected beauty unsettles,” 
and Shore found it again and again—in a 
pancake breakfast on a Formica table or in 
a tall cactus standing beside a phone booth. 
Whereas many artists critique the world 

around them or at least betray “anx-
iety in the face of the real,” Shore’s 
work exhibits “an easeful accep-
tance” of the world as it is. “He 
delivers truths, whether hard or easy, 
with something very like mercy.” 

Shore’s 1970s work was radical in its 
time, said Jason Farago in The New 
York Times. Color photography itself 
was frowned upon by the establish-
ment, and the “diaristic plainness” 
of Shore’s images defied the tradition 
that demanded every great photo-
graph capture a so-called decisive 
moment. Nearly five decades after 
Shore used a Mickey Mouse camera 
to produce the photos for a gal-
lery show in SoHo, he now mostly 

uses his iPhone and posts the results on 
Instagram himself. “Am I revealing myself 
as some hopeless Luddite when I say that 
I regret Shore’s fifth-act decision to, as the 
kids say, ‘Do it for the ’gram?’” Possibly. 
But every image posted on Instagram is 
inescapably swallowed up into a Mark 
Zuckerberg–owned conversation among 
followers, whereas Shore’s long career has 
been an argument that a photograph should 
be allowed this: to “have no function than 
to be itself.” 

Exhibit of the week 
Stephen Shore
Museum of Modern Art, New York City, 
through May 28

Shore’s U.S. 93, Wikieup, Arizona, December 14, 1976
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Winston Churchill has been 
portrayed by more than a few 
great performers of the past, 
but Gary Oldman’s Churchill 
“seems to go beyond act-
ing into a sort of conjuring 
act,” said Chris Nashawaty in 
Entertainment Weekly. In a film 
that’s otherwise “too painterly 
and self-aware,” Oldman simply 
is Churchill—“not only in the 
look but also the mischievous wit, the twinkle in 
the eye, and the crippling self-doubt when he most 
needed to project confidence.” The dark hour of the 
title is May 1940, a moment when Adolf Hitler’s 
army was blitzing through Europe and Great Britain 
turned to Churchill as its new prime minister. Given 

all the backroom debates, the 
movie is lucky to have the ser-
vices of “some exceedingly witty 
actors,” said Michael Phillips in 
the Chicago Tribune. A glower-
ing Ronald Pickup plays chief 
appeaser Neville Chamberlain, 
while Kristin Scott Thomas, 
though marginalized, cre-
ates a memorable Clementine 
Churchill. In the invented 

scene in which her husband slips into the London 
Underground and communes with constituents, 
Darkest Hour effects “a sentimentality even Dickens 
might have winced at,” said Ty Burr in The Boston 
Globe. Still, it’s “good, glib entertainment,” elevated 
even then by Oldman’s performance.

Think of Steven Spielberg’s 
new Washington, D.C., period 
drama as “journalism porn of 
the highest order,” said Sara 
Stewart in the New York Post. 
Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks 
co-star as Katharine Graham 
and Ben Bradlee, who, as 
publisher and editor of The 
Washington Post in 1971, 
had to decide whether to risk 
the newspaper, and even prison, to publish the 
Pentagon Papers, a mammoth classified study of 
the Vietnam War that revealed the lies of four presi-
dents. In Spielberg’s hands, “even a scene of Post 
staffers sifting through thousands of pages become 
riveting,” but it’s Streep who “knocks it out of the 

freaking park.” Her “genius for 
nuance,” said Peter Rainer in 
CSMonitor.com, “continually 
undercuts the movie’s grand-
standing.” Graham, as heir to 
her family’s paper, was sur-
rounded by men who doubted 
her, and Streep goes “soul 
deep” to make us believe in her 
hesitation and ultimate valor 
in standing up to White House 

threats. In the end, this “finely crafted but highly 
conventional” newsroom drama doesn’t quite reach 
the same tier as Spotlight and All the President’s 
Men, said Christopher Orr in The Atlantic. Even 
at its most self-congratulatory, though, “it’s a fine, 
enjoyable ride.” 

Paddington Bear’s second 
big-screen adventure turns 
out to be as good as the first: 
“tremendously sweet-natured, 
unassuming, and above all 
funny,” said Peter Bradshaw in 
TheGuardian.com. Paddington 
is once again an animated bear 
in a live-action London, but this 
time, Hugh Grant has joined 
the cast as an “outrageously 
scene-stealing” villain who frames Paddington 
for stealing an antique pop-up book. Even when 
Paddington lands behind bars, the movie sustains 
the light tone of its source books, with humor that 
has “the citrus tang of top-quality marmalade.” In 

prison, Paddington redecorates, 
befriends all the other inmates, 
and plots escape, said Tim 
Robey in The Telegraph (U.K.). 
The slapstick that ensues proves 
that the “crackpot inspiration” 
that fueled the first movie was 
no fluke. Starting with its color-
ful costumes, “this is a work of 
art built up from thousands of 
tiny, thoughtful details,” said 

Leslie Felperin in The Hollywood Reporter. Better 
yet, it delivers a convincing lesson about the value 
of looking for the good in everyone. “Paddington 2 
won’t save the world, sadly, but its existence makes 
everything just that tiny bit more, well, bearable.” 

Darkest Hour

Winston Churchill confronts 
the Nazi threat.

Directed by  
Joe Wright

(PG-13)

Review of reviews: Film24 ARTS  

New on DVD and Blu-ray
It 
(Warner, $25) 
The new adaptation of Stephen King’s 
novel about a creepy clown was a huge hit 
because it “delivered exactly what it prom-
ised,” said Thrillist.com. Though “not a 
great movie,” it pits lovable losers against a 
memorable monster and provokes a “simul-
taneous sense of dread and wonder.”

Marshall 
(Universal, $30) 
Chadwick Boseman apparently can play 
any towering figure from African-American 
 history, said the Philadelphia Daily News. 
Here, the actor plays a young Thurgood 
Marshall in a movie that “overcomes some 
early stiffness and flat-footed storytelling” to 
evolve into “an engaging courtroom drama.”

Dina 
(Passion River, $18) 
This award-winning documentary about a 
mentally challenged couple “will break your 
heart at least twice,” said TimeOut.com. 
Dina and Scott are both middle-aged, and 
as they plan a wedding and navigate the 
challenges of sexual intimacy, you feel hon-
ored to have gotten to know them. 

THE WEEK January 19, 2018

The Post

An underdog newspaper 
stands up to the president.

Directed by  
Steven Spielberg

(PG-13)

Paddington 2

London’s favorite bear  
goes to prison.

Directed by  
Paul King

(PG)

Oldman: A deserving Golden Globe pick 

Power couple Hanks and Streep

A most civilizing beast
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The 2018 Golden Globes: Hollywood says #MeToo
At Sunday’s Golden Globe Awards, the 
emcee happened to be a man, but “it was 
the women who ruled,” said Lorraine Ali 
in the Los Angeles Times. In a show of sol-
idarity with all the women who have stood 
up in recent months and shared stories of 
sexual assault or harassment online or else-
where, virtually every attendee at the gala 
wore black and, when walking the red car-
pet, “chose to speak about gender parity 
instead of their designers.” Movies and TV 
series featuring strong female leads went 
on to win several top honors, and many 
female honorees denounced misogyny in the industry and beyond, 
including Nicole Kidman, Reese Witherspoon, Elisabeth Moss, 
and Frances McDormand. Best of all was Oprah Winfrey, whose 
prepared speech “brought the house down” (see Talking Points). In 
any movement, “follow-through is everything,” said Mark Harris 
in NYMag.com. “But the crack of the starting pistol matters, and 
this year, the sound it made was something like: We’ve had it, and 
we’re coming for you.”
 
“And the award for ultimate hypocrisy goes to...the Hollywood 
class of 2018,” said Maureen Callahan in the New York Post. 
Though hyped as “a reckoning,” the whole affair was instead a 
timid, self-congratulatory charade. The black-garbed actresses 
named no new names and fielded no tough questions about male 
peers as they chatted with interviewers on the red carpet. No one 
onstage but host Seth Meyers even mentioned producer Harvey 
Weinstein, the monster that Hollywood women “boast of slay-

ing yet still want to appease.” And 
when Meyers made a joke at Weinstein’s 
expense, he was booed.

“When celebrities get political, it’s 
easy to sneer,” said Abi Wilkinson in 
TheGuardian.com. They live in a differ-
ent world, and there is, of course, a limit 
to their social influence. But “celebrities 
are not performing monkeys”; they have 
opinions and sometimes want to act on 
them. Many actresses thus chose to attend 
Sunday’s ceremony in the company of 

female activists, whose work will benefit from the exposure. The 
event didn’t offer a perfect case for an awards show’s capacity to 
advance a protest movement, said Richard Lawson in Vanity Fair. 
“But if the Globes were any indication, awards season is going to 
have a strange, charged, existentially troubled tone this year, which 
it almost certainly should.”

Ladies’ night: The stars of Big Little Lies
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And the winners were … 
Best picture, drama: Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri
Best picture, musical or comedy: Lady Bird
Best actress, drama: Frances McDormand, Three Billboards 
Best actress, musical or comedy: Saoirse Ronan, Lady Bird
Best actor, drama: Gary Oldman, Darkest Hour
Best actor, musical or comedy: James Franco, The Disaster Artist
Best director: Guillermo del Toro, The Shape of Water  
Best miniseries or TV film: Big Little Lies
Best TV series, drama: The Handmaid’s Tale 
Best TV series, musical or comedy: The Marvelous Mrs. MaiselG
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Independent Lens: I Am Not Your Negro  
The words of author James Baldwin came roar-
ing back to life in this powerful 2016 documen-
tary. Filmmaker Raoul Peck worked from notes 
Baldwin made while planning a never-finished 
book about his martyred friends Medgar Evers, 
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr., then 
paired that material with archive footage of 
Baldwin speaking on television and in lecture 
halls about America’s race problems. The insights 
Baldwin shares may startle some viewers, because 
they remain so relevant. Monday, Jan. 15, at 
9 p.m., PBS; check local listings 

The Path 
A cult hit in more ways than one, this drama 
about the members of a faith-based movement  
called Meyerism returns for a new season 
with one-time skeptic Eddie Lane—Breaking 
Bad’s Aaron Paul—having emerged as the new 
Guardian of the Light. When Eddie appears 
to perform a miracle and the event goes viral, 
Meyerism attracts more followers than ever, test-
ing Eddie’s reluctance to play cult leader. Freida 
Pinto joins the show as Meyerism’s new publicist. 
Available for streaming Wednesday, Jan. 17, Hulu

High Maintenance  
If it’s weed you’re after, The Guy is your man. 
Ben Sinclair returns for Season 2 of the series 
he and Katja Blichfeld brought to HBO after a 
successful run on the web. Sinclair once again 
will be crisscrossing Brooklyn as a bike-riding 
marijuana courier serving a panoply of colorful 
customers. In the season premiere, a world-
changing political event raises his clientele’s stress 
level, resulting in an unusually high-volume day. 
Friday, Jan. 19, at 11 p.m., HBO 

Planet Earth: Blue Planet II  
Ninety-five percent of the ocean remains unex-
plored, but that number may shrink once audi-
ences see Blue Planet II. Culled from more than 
6,000 hours of underwater exploration, the 
eight-part series from the BBC’s peerless Natural 
History Unit uses cutting-edge camera technolo-
gies to deliver breathtaking images of bottlenose 
dolphins riding the waves, orcas herding halibut, 

Television26 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, Jan. 15 
Fatal Attraction 
A married man is haunted 
by his infidelity when his 
ex-mistress turns obses-
sive. Michael Douglas and 
Glenn Close co-star. (1987) 
11 p.m., Starz Encore

Tuesday, Jan. 16  
Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy  
Gary Oldman stars as a 
John le Carré spy in this 
Cold War thriller about the 
hunt for a Soviet double 
agent. (2011) 3:45 p.m., 
Showtime 

Wednesday, Jan. 17  
Chimes at Midnight  
Orson Welles creates a 
Falstaff for the ages in a 
drama that borrows from 
five Shakespeare plays 
and focuses on the rotund 
rogue’s friendship with 
the future Henry V. (1965) 
8 p.m., TCM 

Thursday, Jan. 18  
Away We Go  
John Krasinski and Maya 
Rudolph co-star as an 
expectant couple making 
a cross-country journey to 
find the best place to raise 
their child. (2009) 6:30 p.m., 
Cinemax 

Friday, Jan. 19 
Coming to America  
Eddie Murphy plays the 
lead and several other 
characters in a comedy 
about an African prince 
who travels to New York 
City to find a wife. (1988) 
9 p.m., Starz Encore 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
A League of Their Own  
Tom Hanks, Geena Davis, 
and Madonna generate 
light comedy from the 
adventures of a 1940s all-
female traveling baseball 
team. (1992) 10:30 p.m., 
Ovation 

Sunday, Jan. 21 
The China Syndrome  
A reporter investigates 
safety lapses at a nuclear 
plant in a drama released, 
by chance, just days before 
the Three Mile Island melt-
down. Jane Fonda stars.
(1979) 10:15 p.m., TCM  

Movies on TV

The team that created 2016’s Emmy-winning 
The People v. O.J. Simpson is back with another 
multipart take on a famous murder story. This 
time, the victim drew the headlines, as fashion 
designer Gianni Versace was at a career peak in 
1991, when he was shot twice in the head out-
side his Miami Beach mansion. Like his killer, 
the disturbed Andrew Cunanan, Versace was 
gay, and as the drama unfolds, we see how that 
detail shaped the manhunt, and how the pur-
suit of fame entwined their fates. With Edgar 
Ramirez, Darren Criss, Penelope Cruz, and 
Ricky Martin. Wednesday, Jan. 17, at 10 p.m., FX

Show of the week

Ramirez as Versace, the rock-star couturier

The Assassination of Gianni Versace

and graceful Mobula rays creating a strange 
light show by swimming through biolumines-
cent plankton. Saturday, Jan. 20, at 9 p.m., 
BBC America and AMC 

Counterpart  
J.K. Simmons is a double agent of a new kind 
in this promising sci-fi thriller series. The Oscar-
winning Whiplash star plays Howard Silk, a 
veteran paper pusher at a Berlin-based U.N. spy 
agency who meets his brash doppelgänger on the 
day the agency reveals to him that for decades it 
has hidden the existence of a portal into a par-
allel world. That other Howard is visiting our 
world on a kill order, which greatly complicates 
our hero’s previously drab life. Olivia Williams 
co-stars. Sunday, Jan. 21, at 8 p.m., Starz 

Other highlights 
Black Lightning  
One of DC Comics’ first black superheroes gets 
his own series, with Cress Williams in the title 
role. Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 9 p.m., The CW 

Scandal  
Kerry Washington returns for the closing 
11-episode run of Shonda Rhimes’ drama 
about Washington political fixer Olivia Pope. 
Thursday, Jan. 18, at 9 p.m., ABC 

Portlandia  
Fred Armisen and Carrie Brownstein’s hilarious 
hipster-skewering sketch show begins its final 
season. Thursday, Jan. 18, at 10 p.m., IFC 

• All listings are Eastern Time.

The Path: Aaron Paul with his flock
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Don’t worry if you don’t know when to 
drink amontillado,” said Eric Asimov 
in The New York Times. Though the 
pleasures of this fortifi ed wine “have 
entranced wine lovers for centuries,” 
many of us are no longer sure when 
to indulge. It’s great with mushroom 
risotto, but in part because of its high 
alcohol content, I like it best as an 
aperitif paired with ham and nuts. The 
bottles below offer a fi ne introduction.
Hidalgo La Gitana Napoleon ($20 ). This 
young amontillado has the tangy and 
saline traits of a manzanilla, but soft-
ened by a “nutlike” caramel quality. 
Valdespino Tío Diego ($24). Another 
tangy sherry, this one is more deli-
cate in texture and has even less 
pronounced nutty fl avors.
Fernando de Castilla ‘Antique’ ($40). 
In this older amontillado, “fl avors 
of toffee, nuts, and cinnamon arrive 
in layers.” It’s so good, “it fi lled me 
with wonder.”

LEISURE 27

Food & Drink

Dialogue Santa Monica, Calif. 
If you have the patience for a 20-course 
meal and can pony up $220 for the 
privilege, Dave Beran’s 18-seat tasting-
menu restaurant “will take you to places 
you’ve never been,” said Jonathan Gold 
in the Los Angeles Times. The decorated 
Chicago chef, last at Grant Achatz’s 
Next, recently set up his first West Coast 
venture in a small room tucked away on 
the second floor of a Santa Monica food 
hall. A Dialogue meal “tends to be closer 
to a conversation between chef and 
patron than to a culinary tour de force,” 
but “Beran is nothing if not hyperambi-
tious.” He’ll send you a glass of strawberry-
flavored bubbles that conceal caviar and a 
touch of pork belly beneath. He’ll trick out 
a Thai papaya salad with burnt lettuce. And 
he’ll lure you into popping a cheesy fried 
cube into your mouth and biting down to 
release the best onion soup you can imag-
ine. Then there’s the pressed duck—a Beran 
specialty. It’s “one of the grandest dishes of 
French cuisine,” and here it’s magnificent. 
“Resist the temptation to lick the plate.” 
1315 Third Street Promenade

Maydan Washington, D.C. 
A first-time visitor to Maydan “can’t help 
but feel like Dorothy stepping from sepia 
Kansas into sparkling Oz,” said Tom 
Sietsema in The Washington Post. Once 
you’ve found the right unmarked door in a 

Critics’ choice: Three hideaways well worth tracking down 
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Amontillado: Rediscover it
A classic Southern highball is the inspiration for this decadent chocolate cake, which 
you’ll fi nd in the new Southern Sympathy Cookbook, said CJ Lotz in GardenAndGun 

.com. “Coke helps make it moist, and a toot of Jack Daniel’s helps even more.” 

Recipe of the week

• Preheat oven to 350. Spray 18-by-12-
inch sheet cake pan with baking spray. 
Pour 1 cup Coke into a large saucepan. 
Add 2 sticks butter, cubed, ¼ cup cocoa 
powder, and 2 tbsp whiskey. 
Cook over medium heat, 
stirring until butter melts and 
mixture is smooth.
• In a large bowl, whisk togeth-
er fl our, brown and granulated 
sugars, baking soda, and salt. 
Stir cocoa mixture into dry 
ingredients until blended. Pour 
buttermilk into a 2-cup liquid 
measuring cup, beat in eggs 

and vanilla, add to batter and stir until 
combined. Stir in pecans. Spread batter 
in pan in an even layer. Bake 15 to 20 
minutes, until a tester inserted in center 

comes out clean.
• Wipe out saucepan and melt 
1¾ sticks butter with ½ cup 
Coke, ¼ cup whiskey, and co-
coa powder over medium heat, 
stirring until combined. Beat in 
confectioners’ sugar 1 cup at a 
time until frosting is smooth. 
Pour frosting over cake, using a 
spatula to cover entire surface. 
Let cool before serving. 

Jack and Coke sheet cake
1½ cups Coca-Cola • 3¾ sticks unsalted butter • ½ cup cocoa powder • ¼ cup plus 

2 tbsp Jack Daniel’s whiskey • 2 cups all-purpose fl our • 1 cup light brown sugar, packed 
• 1 cup granulated sugar • 1 tsp baking soda • ½ tsp salt • ½ cup whole buttermilk 

• 2 eggs • 1 tsp vanilla • ½ cup chopped pecans •  4 cups confectioners’ sugar, sifted

nondescript alley, you step into a glowing 
two-story space highlighted by a towering 
copper-topped fire pit and filled with a fun-
loving crowd. Rose Previte, who also cre-
ated the beloved Compass Rose, encourages 
her chef co-owners to play with fire as they 
produce Middle Eastern–inspired fare that 
transports diners to Morocco, the Republic 
of Georgia, and stops between. Try the 
Aleppo kebab, “a ropy wand of garlicky 
ground lamb that summons Syria with a 
sprinkling of toasted pistachios.” Tender 
shrimp warmed on the grill and dressed 
with chermoula “stage a little symphony for 
your taste buds.” Servers will warn you that 
the lamb shoulder requires digging through 
some fat, “but oh what fun it is once that 
spice-rubbed lamb lands in your mouth.” 
Service can be rushed, and the flatbreads 
still need work, but Maydan is otherwise 

irresistible. “Once you’ve made its 
acquaintance, the flames and the food 
become infectious.” 1346 Florida Ave. 
NW, (202) 370-3696

Eight Tables San Francisco
Though places of its kind are flourish-
ing in China, George Chen’s exclusive 
new eight-table venture is “unlike any 
restaurant this side of the Pacific,” 
said Rachel Levin in SF.Eater.com. The 
entrance to the most expensive eatery 
in San Francisco’s Chinatown sits at 
the end of a desolate alley, but when 

you step off the elevator at the building’s 
second floor, you could easily be in a luxury 
home. Servers in Ralph Lauren suits deliver 
each dish in the 10-course meal that fol-
lows, with Chen introducing each one. First 
comes a collection of tiny bowls whose 
contents conjure the nine essential flavors 
of Chinese cuisine. Mostly what Chen does 
from there is take standard Chinese dishes 
and “turn them into more glamorous ver-
sions of themselves.” So caviar and osetra 
caviar combine in what’s essentially a “next-
level” shrimp dumpling, while the “beef and 
broccoli” dish features Miyazaki A5 wagyu. 
It’s hard to say if the experience is akin to 
the way Chinese nobles once dined, but it’s 
definitely memorable, and Chen and his 
staff become like friends—“the kind only a 
fortunate few are able to afford.” 8 Kenneth 
Rexroth Place, (415) 788-8788

A chef plates a course in Dialogue’s open kitchen.
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To visit Japan without experiencing an 
onsen is “the equivalent of going to 
Hawaii and not visiting a beach,” said 
Hanya Yanagihara in Town & Country. 
Every evening, nearly every one of the 
country’s 127 million citizens participate 
in the ritual of ofuro: a warm, sooth-
ing bath. For foreign visitors, the daily 
ofuro is perhaps “the most bewitch-
ing and mysterious” of Japan’s many 
inimitable traditions, especially when it 
involves an onsen—which can refer to 
a mineral-rich natural hot spring or a 
public indoor bath. “The most difficult 
thing about an onsen is summoning the 
courage to enter it.” A friend had to 
persuade me to sit naked among strangers, 
but the first time I lowered myself into the 
water, “I felt years of self-consciousness fall 
from me so swiftly, I thought for certain it 
had made a thud.”

That was in 1998. I have returned to Japan 
every year since, always visiting a good 
hotel with its own onsen, and I’ve devised 

This week’s dream: Embracing the ritual of a Japanese bath
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There are few things I’d 
rather do on a crisp winter’s 
morning than ramble for an 
hour or two in the woods 
around Ballynahinch Castle, 
said Killian Fox in The 
Observer (U.K.). “One of the 
most romantic places to stay 
in Ireland,” the 18th-century 
mansion sits at the base of 
the Twelve Bens mountain 
range in County Galway. 
The 48-bedroom property 
has its own fish-filled lake, 
and a river that winds right 
past the dining room. After 
wandering the hotel’s 700-
acre grounds, warm up with 
a hot whiskey at the hotel 
bar—once a favorite spot of 
Irish poet Seamus Heaney.
ballynahinch-castle.com; 
doubles from $251

Hotel of the week

Central Idaho is officially a stargazers’ para-
dise, said Rocky Barker in the Idaho Statesman. 
A 1,400-square-mile chunk of the Sawtooth 
National Recreation Area has been certified as 
an International Dark Sky Reserve—the first 
such reserve in the U.S. and the 12th worldwide. 
While there are 40 dark-sky parks across the 
country, they don’t qualify as reserves, which 
are much larger and require a dark core that’s 
entirely free of light pollution. Whereas 99 per-
cent of Americans “look up to skies so polluted 
with manmade light that the Milky Way is virtu-
ally invisible,” the night sky is pristine above the 
Central Idaho Dark Sky Reserve, located less 
than three hours from Boise. Each night, after 
the sky darkens, you’ll see a lot more than the 
familiar stars and planets, said Keith Ridler in the 
Associated Press. The skies are so clear that it’s 
easy to make out the vast interstellar dust clouds 
that darken the arms of the Milky Way. 

Getting the flavor of...

A bedroom with a river view

Last-minute travel deals
Ride the waves in Panama 
Sign up for the “Surfing 
Package” at Panama’s Red Frog 
Beach resort and get free fourth 
nights and a guided tour of local 
surf spots. With the package, a 
four-night stay in a jungle lodge 
costs $1,150 for two guests. For 
stays through March 23. 
redfrogbeach.com; (970) 367-4811

Luxury tours for less 
Boutique tour operator Naya 
Traveler is offering $500 in 
credit for new customers and a 
$1,000 discount for returnees on 
many 2018 trips. Before the dis-
counts, a 10-day tour of Ethiopia 
is $6,200 per person, double 
occupancy. Book by Jan. 31.  
nayatraveler.com 

Unwind in Santa Barbara  
Save nearly 35 percent on a 
weekend getaway at the Hyatt 
Centric Santa Barbara through 
Feb. 28. With the Travelzoo 
deal, a two-night stay in an 
ocean-view double room at the 
Spanish Colonial–style hotel 
costs $459.  
travelzoo.com 

my own bathing ritual. First, I shower, 
shampoo my hair, and tie it in a bun. Then, 
I walk to the bath, nod to the women 
already in it (men and women bathe sepa-
rately), and slip into the water, being care-
ful not to submerge my head. “This being 
Japan, there are rules, but this being Japan, 
you will be forgiven for breaking them.” 
Sometimes, I still feel bashful, but the expe-

rience is always worth it. By making 
yourself vulnerable to another culture, 
you’re also “getting to see the Japanese 
as you wouldn’t otherwise.”

The purpose of the ofuro is not to get 
clean. “It is a time and place reserved 
for pleasing the senses, for enjoying 
the luxury of feeling, for the wonder 
of experiencing the simplest, most sat-
isfying sensations: heat, water, scent.” 
It’s about the silky steam that carries 
the fragrance of, say, the cedar tub. 
Many regions make unique additions. 
Around Nagoya, a city famous for its 
orchards, “the water might be abob 

with bright crimson apples, the fruit lightly 
perfuming the air.” In the tea- growing hills 
of Shizuoka, you might find floating woven 
baskets stuffed with green tea. But no mat-
ter where, soaking in an onsen is “dizzying, 
enchanting, enveloping.”
At Hoshinoya Tokyo (hoshinoya.com/
Tokyo), which has the most spectacular baths 
in the city, doubles start at $961 a night.

America’s first Dark Sky Reserve
The new museum-aquarium in Springfield, Mo., 
“feels like the kind of over-the-top attraction you’d 
find in Dubai—utterly massive, absurdly detailed, 
and completely indoors,” said Matt Meltzer in 
Thrillist.com. Wonders of Wildlife takes visitors 
on an immersive trip through the world’s great 
wildernesses, from the Amazon rain forest to the 
Arctic tundra. A mile and a half of trails wind 
through the habitats, which are brought to life 
with dioramas populated with stuffed beasts and 
more than 35,000 live mammals, birds, fish, and 
reptiles. The temperatures, scents, and sounds all 
mimic reality, making the experience feel “as close 
to BBC’s Planet Earth as you can get without, 
ya know, actually exploring planet Earth.” Most 
impressive is the 1.5 million–gallon aquarium. 
Kids will love the shipwreck room, where they 
can peer through portholes into tanks full of 
Florida sea life. “Leaving the museum, it was dis-
orienting to realize I was actually in the Ozarks.”

A truly wild Missouri museum

Connemara, Ireland

Ballynahinch Castle

An outdoor onsen: A place for contemplation
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The best of...winter skin care

Consumer

Jalopnik.com
The fi rst all-new Wrangler since 2007 is 
fi nally here, and it “feels like a master-
piece.” At a time when many SUVs are 
getting cushier, the most iconic Jeep of 
them all has become a signifi cantly more 
capable off-roader—“a genuine monster 
on the rocks” that’s also a much improved 
daily driver. Though body roll and wind 
noise are still pronounced, the list of new 
features—including a comfi er interior and 
improved fuel economy—“read like the 
answer to many Jeepers’ prayers.”

Outside
The new Wrangler’s off-road capability is 

“simply the best there is.” Increased axle 
artic u la tion and a higher crawl ratio—
a measure of t he force delivered to the 
ground—help provide “unprecedented 
control while climbing and descending.” 
Bounding around a hillside course on loose 
terrain, our driver “wasn’t even close to 
fi nding the Wrangler’s limit.” 

Road & Track
The off-road upgrades are nice, but for most 
buyers, “it’s the day-to-day livability of the 
new truck that will make all the difference.” 
You feel it even in a $26,995 base model: 
The soft top is easy to remove, body roll is 
reduced, and harsh pavement is no longer 

punishing. In fact, “this is the fi rst off-road 
Wrangler that feels perfectly happy bound-
ing down a winding country highway.” 
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Tip of the week...
How to use unwanted gift cards

Best apps...
To take shopping

And for those who have 
everything...
A Bic will get the job 
done, but this “nearly 
matchless piece of 
machinery” could be 
the ultimate tool for 
lighting a cigar. Made 
by the Paris-based lux-
ury brand S.T. Dupont, 
the Complication Lighter 
consists of 200 interlink-
ing parts, “most of which 
are visible through its 
skeletonized body.” The 
case and working parts are 
fi nished in palladium or yellow gold and 
adorned with a diamond and nine rubies. 
A two-digit combination code unlocks the 
lid, and wheels spin as the cap opens and 
closes.  Sliding knobs adjust the fl ame from 
a soft plume to an intense jet.
$41,000, lightersdirect.com
Source: RobbReport.com

Sell it. Americans spend $130 billion on 
gift cards each year, $1 billion of which goes 
unspent. If there’s a gift card sitting in your 
sock drawer, consider selling it to Cardpool 
.com, which typically pays 75 to 90 percent 
of the value. Another option: List your card 
on Raise.com, which will sell it to another 
consumer and then send the payment to 
you, minus a commission. 

Exchange it. Are you a Target shopper? 
Most Target locations let customers trade 
in gift cards from other retailers for a Target 
card of nearly the same value. Check Target 
.com to see which brands are accepted.

Donate it. You could always regift your 
gift card, but if you’re uncomfortable with 
that idea, consider giving the card to 
charity. CharityGiftCertificates.org lets you 
choose from more than 1,000 charities that 
accept gift cards as donations, even cards 
that hold only a partial balance.
Source: WashingtonPost.com

Key Ring frees up your cluttered key chain 
by storing all of your membership rewards 
cards in one place. The free app can store 
coupons, gift cards, and library cards too. It 
also lets you create and share shopping lists 
and search for nearby sales on your fa vor-
ite items.

Specialty Produce is an encyclopedia of 
2,200 fruits, vegetables, and spices—perfect 
for your next trip to the farmers market. 
The app offers images of all items, flavor 
profiles, pairing suggestions, nutritional 
information, and more than 10,000 recipes. 
It also lets you hunt by category, such as 
Latin or Japanese specialties.

Cozi Family Organizer makes meal plan-
ning simple by storing recipes that you find 
online, scheduling them on a calendar, and 
transferring their ingredients straight to your 
grocery list. The app also keeps the schedules 
of everyone in the household in one place.
Source: Real Simple

The 2018 Jeep Wrangler JL: What the critics say

The new Wrangler Rubicon, from $36,995

Bastide Hand Cream
Bastide, a small beauty 
product company 
based in Provence, uses 
locally harvested plants 
to make rich hand 
creams  with the delicate 
scents of the French 
countryside, including 
lavender, orange blos-
som, and fi g.
$12, bastide.com
Source: Martha Stewart 
Living

Harper + Ari 
Exfoliating 
Sugar Cubes
Instead of a greasy 
body scrub, bring these 
single-use cubes with 
you into the shower 
to scour your dry skin. 
Scents include coconut, 
peach, lemon, apricot, 
and blue raspberry. Just 
don’t eat them.
$22, harperari.com
Source: Real Simple

YourGoodSkin 
Day Cream
Wearing sunscreen is 
important during the 
cold months, especially 
if you ski or snowboard. 
This SPF 30 lotion is 
infused with green tea 
and vitamin C, and it 
“melts into the skin 
with the heft of a 
 serious cream.”
$13, walgreens.com
Source: TheCut.com

Crème de la Mer 
Lip Balm
“One of the most lux-
urious lip balms on the 
market, and also one 
of the most effective,” 
La Mer’s heavy-duty, 
mint-fl avored salve will 
keep lips smooth and 
hydrated all day long. 
You’ll feel special every 
time you use it, too.
$60, nordstrom.com
Source: Glamour.co.uk

Baxter of California 
After Shave Balm
Skin is at its most 
 vulnerable right after a 
shave. Protect it from 
the winter wind with this 
hydrating balm made 
by Los Angeles’ award-
winning Baxter Finley 
Barber & Shop, which 
has made men’s groom-
ing products since 1965.
$19, baxterofcalifornia.com
Source: Esquire.com 
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Best properties on the market
This week: Homes for skiers
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1  Ludlow, Vt.  This ski-in, ski-out home sits on a 1-acre 
lot on the side of Okemo Mountain Resort. Built in 2003, 
the seven-bedroom, Adirondack-style house has a floor-
to-ceiling stone fireplace, a chef’s kitchen with pizza oven, 
a wine room, a theater, and a game room. An oversize 
deck offers mountain views. $2,750,000. Katherine K. 
Burns, William Raveis Real Estate, (802) 999-3989

2  Truckee, Calif.  Located in the Mountainside of Northstar 
community, this four-bedroom condo has trail access from its front 
door. The furnished home includes a media room, radiant heating, 
a great room with a fireplace, and a ski room with boot  warmers. 
The outdoor area features two large decks, a hot tub, and a 
fireplace. Ownership comes with a membership at the Ritz-Carlton 
and Lake Tahoe Spa. $3,600,000. Sales office, (877) 495-7984 

3  Stateline, Nev.  Built in 1961, this furnished three- 
bedroom home close to Heavenly Mountain Resort was 
completely renovated in 2016. Details include large corner 
windows, a cedar floating staircase, log interior walls, a 
stone fireplace, and a ski locker. Two decks, a hot tub, and 
a fire pit overlook the 1-acre property, and there are pan-
oramic lake and mountain views. $1,495,000. Brooke and 
Chris Hernandez, Chase International, (775) 588-6130
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Best properties on the market
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4  Big Sky, Mont.  This 
2017 five-bedroom home 
stands among mature 
pines along Wildwood Ski 
Run at Big Sky Resort. The 
timber-constructed house 
has oversize windows, an 
open-concept kitchen, a 
two-story great room with 
a wood- burning fireplace, 
a downstairs wine bar, 
and a ski room. Outside 
are railed decks, hot tub 
hookups, and a quick glide 
to Stagecoach chairlift. 
$3,300,000. Ania Bulis, 
The Big Sky Real Estate 
Co., (406) 580-6852

6  Camden, Maine   
On a dead-end road 
near Camden Snow 
Bowl, this three- 
bedroom home was 
built in 1981. The barn-style architecture features exposed 
metal beams, wood ceilings, multiple woodstoves, and a 
kitchen with brick floors and roomy wood countertops. The 
landscaped 1.8-acre property offers views of Hosmer Pond. 
$ 398,500. Jeri Holm, Camden Real Estate Co., (800) 236-1920

Steal of the week

5  Beaver Creek, Colo.  Constructed in 1983, this five-bedroom 
contemporary home was one of the first in the area. The open-floor-
plan residence features exposed beams, vaulted wood ceilings, a 
stone fireplace, and floor-to-ceiling glass walls that open to the out-
side. The 1.1-acre wooded property lies close to a multi-access road 
to Beaver Creek Village. $3,995,000. Tye Stockton, LIV Sotheby’s 
International Realty, (970) 471-2557



“Google has built a 
massive business orga-
nizing the world’s infor-
mation, but it’s having 
a lot of trouble keeping 
track of its own bicy-
cles,” said Jack Nicas in 
The Wall Street Journal. 
To help employees 
navigate its vast cam-
pus in Mountain View, 
Calif., the search giant 
maintains a fleet of 
1,100 mul ticolored 
two-wheelers dubbed 
Gbikes. Yet the cruis-
ers “consistently go 
 missing”—between 100 
and 250 a week. Gbikes 
have been spotted at 
nearby schools, on 
neighborhood lawns, 
and even on the roof of 
a local sports pub. After 
Google added GPS to 
some of the $300 bikes, 
they were tracked as 
far away as Mexico and 
Alaska. Locals don’t 
consider themselves 
thieves, though; they 
see “the employee 
perk as a community 
service.” Sharon Veach, 
a 68-year-old resident 
who works at Oracle, 
rides the bikes several 
times a week between 
the train station and her 
home. “I rent it for a 
day,” she said. 

Google’s 
missing bikes

BUSINESS

The Trump administration this 
week ruled out drilling for oil 
and gas off the coast of Florida, 
reversing a week-old policy, 
“after strong opposition from the 
state’s Republican governor, Rick 
Scott,” said Hiroko Tabuchi in 
The New York Times. Last week, 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
announced that he was opening 
nearly all U.S. coastal waters to 
new offshore gas and oil drilling, a policy shift 
that exposes “more than a billion acres” to energy 
leases. “Republican and Democratic governors” 
on both coasts sharply criticized the move, saying 
drilling would imperil tourism and harm the envi-
ronment, but Zinke said drilling restrictions put in 
place under the Obama administration “had cost 

the country billions of dollars in 
lost oil and gas revenue.” 

“Blue states would be justified in 
thinking that the administration 
was targeting them for punish-
ment,” said Philip Bump in The 
Washington Post. In granting 
an exemption to Florida, which 
voted for Trump and where the 
president maintains his Mar-a-

Lago resort, Zinke cited the fact that its “coasts 
are heavily reliant on tourism as an economic 
driver.” Lawmakers in California, where offshore 
drilling has been off-limits for decades, responded 
by arguing their state’s coastline also drives tour-
ism, “raising the question of why Florida should 
be exempted but California might not be.” 

 Energy: Florida excluded from drilling expansion

Tech: Investors press Apple on child tech addiction
“Two activist investors are urging Apple to take steps to curb how addic-
tive iPhones are to children,” said Ben Popken in NBCNews.com. In a 
letter to the tech giant, billion-dollar investors Jana Partners and a pow-
erful California pension fund declared, “Apple can play a defining role 
in signaling to the industry that paying special attention to the health 
and development of the next generation is both good business and the 
right thing to do.” The letter quickly ricocheted around Silicon Valley, 
where “the unsettling allure of technological dependence has been a bug-
bear for parents and commentators.” 

Autos: Toyota and Mazda plan Alabama plant
“Japanese automakers Toyota and Mazda have chosen the state of 
Alabama for a $1.6 billion joint-venture auto plant,” said Tom Krisher 
in the Associated Press. Located in Huntsville, the plant will employ 
up to 4,000 people and manufacture roughly 300,000 vehicles a year. 
“Toyota and Mazda are forming a capital alliance and splitting the cost 
for the plant equally.” Alabama was selected mostly because of “lower 
wages and to avoid the United Auto Workers union,” which has a 
stronger presence in Northern states. The factory is set to open in 2021. 

Tech: White engineers sue Google for discrimination
Two former Google engineers this week filed a class-action lawsuit 
claiming the company “unfairly discriminates against white men 
whose political views are unpopular with its executives,” said Connie 
Loizos in TechCrunch.com. James Damore, who was fired last August 
after posting a memo to an internal Google message board dismissing 
Google’s diversity initiatives and suggesting that women are not equally 
represented in tech because of biological differences, alleges the com-
pany singles out and punishes employees who express views “deviating 
from the majority view.” David Gudeman, another former engineer 
who left Google in 2016, has joined him in the suit.

Economy: Black unemployment hits record low
“Black unemployment fell to 6.8 percent in December, the lowest ever 
recorded by the U.S. Labor Department since it began tracking the black 
unemployment rate in 1972,” said Heather Long in The Washington 
Post. White unemployment is currently 3.7 percent. Black unemploy-
ment peaked at 16.8 percent in 2010, but has “steadily declined since.” 
The previous all-time low was 7 percent in 2000. In addition to the 
rate of employment, African-Americans “lag far behind whites on pay, 
wealth, and homeownership.” 
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Coming to a coast near you?

Booming values for 
cryptocurrencies are mint-
ing new billionaires. Chris 
Larsen—a founder of Ripple, 
the second-largest virtual 
currency behind Bitcoin—
last week briefly overtook 
Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg on the list of 
world’s richest people, with 
a net worth of more than 
$59 billion. Another crypto-
currency, Dogecoin, which 
was created as a parody 
and named after an internet 
meme, was recently valued 
at more than $2 billion.
The New York Times

A record 487 original 
scripted television programs 
aired in 2017, according to 
data compiled by the cable 
network FX, up from 455 
shows in 2016. Online ser-
vices like Netflix and Amazon 
accounted for 117 of the 
programs.  There were 216 
series produced in 2010.
Variety.com

Rotisserie 
chickens are 

a golden 
goose 
for super-
markets. 
Americans 
bought 625 
million of 

the spit-roasted birds at U.S. 
supermarkets last year. Cost-
co, which has sold rotisserie 
chickens for $4.99 since 2009, 
alone moved 87 million. 
The Wall Street Journal

Samsung spent more last 
year on capital  expenditures— 
$44  billion—than any other 
public company. The South 
Korean tech giant nearly 
doubled its spending on new 
and existing facilities making 
semiconductors, screens, and 
other products in 2017, more 
than what Shell and Exxon 
Mobil spent combined.
The Wall Street Journal

The net worth of Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos, the 
world’s richest man, reached 
$105.1 billion last week, 
overtaking the record previ-
ously set by Microsoft’s Bill 
Gates in 1999. 
Bloomberg.com 

The bottom line
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Making money

“Most people are paying off their credit 
card debt all wrong,” said Christopher 
Ingraham in The Washington Post. 
Let’s say you have multiple cards with 
balances and a set amount of money to 
pay them d own. The “surefire way” to 
minimize interest payments, according 
to financial experts, is known as the 
avalanche method: Make the minimum 
payment on all of your cards, and then 
“dedicate all of your remaining money” 
to the card with the highest interest. 
“Easy, right? As it turns out, the over-
whelming majority of people are not 
paying their cards off that way.” A 
study in England of 1.4 million people 
with multiple cards found that only 10 percent devote their 
excess cash to their highest-interest card. By splitting payments 
evenly among their cards instead, many were “losing hundreds 
of dollars” each year in interest payments. Researchers say card-
holders are distracted by their overall balance and simply chas-
ing “the big numbers on their statements.” 

After the holiday season, those balances likely grew, said Jes-
sica Dickler in CNBC.com. Many Americans began 2018 with 
“a nasty financial hangover,” after accumulating an average of 
$1,054 in holiday-related debt; 5 percent of consumers even 
racked up more than $5,000. Paying a $25 minimum monthly 
payment on that newly acquired $1,054 “means it would take 

until 2023 to pay down the balance—
and you’d also be coughing up $500 in 
interest over that time.” Worse still, the 
Fed is projecting three interest-rate rises 
this year, said Anna Bahney in CNN 
.com. Half of all American households 
have credit card debt, with the average 
family paying $904 interest annually on 
a balance of more than $15,600. For 
those saddled with high interest pay-
ments, these rate rises mean the cost of 
credit “is bound to go up.” 

If you are “surveying the financial 
wreckage of another holiday season,” 
you need to make a plan now, said Kari 

Paul in MarketWatch.com. If you only owe on one card, con-
sider transferring the balance to a low- or no-interest credit card, 
which could shave three to four months off the time it takes to 
repay your balance. More work is needed if you have multiple 
cards in arrears, said Geoff Williams in USNews.com. Although 
experts extol the avalanche method, you could also consider the 
“snowball method.” Its proponents suggest you “make the mini-
mum payment on all of your credit card debts except the one 
with the lowest balance.” You then funnel all the money you can 
afford toward that card. Once it’s paid off, you shovel all avail-
able funds toward the card with the next lowest balance. Which-
ever method you select, make sure you do not add more debt. 
“This is probably self-evident, but it’s crucial to remember.” 

Credit cards: Avoiding excessive interest payments
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A smart payment strategy can save you big bucks.

What to do with unwanted gifts
When it comes to unwanted holiday gifts, 
“most of us choose to politely keep them,” 
said Andrea Woroch in USNews.com. Roughly 
$16 billion was wasted on unwanted gifts in 
2017. Returning or exchanging anything is a 
“dreaded task,” particularly without a receipt. 
To get the most out of  an unwanted item, 
regift it. While not all gifts are suitable for re-
gifting, candles, coffee mugs, household items, 
and electronics make great candidates because 
“they’re not intrinsically personal.” When 
passing along the item, try to be as thoughtful 
as you are when purchasing gifts. Failing that, 
you can organize a gift swap among friends or 
family. Just ensure it is “with a different social 
circle” than the one you received your gift 
from. Consider also donating your unwanted 
gifts. Some local charities “offer a tax benefit 
in exchange for your generosity.” 

Planning your 2018 taxes
“Not sure what to make of the massive tax 
overhaul? Don’t worry, you’ve got some 
time to figure it out,” said Michelle Single-
tary in The Washington Post. While many 
changes went into effect Jan. 1, tax experts 
warn against knee-jerk reactions. Their ad-
vice: Begin the year examining your taxes 

“not one deduction at a time, but from a 
comprehensive perspective.” If your tax rate 
is decreasing, consider filing a new W-4 to 
alter your payroll withholdings “so that you 
can get more of your money throughout the 
year.” Other changes in play: reforms to 529 
tax- advantaged savings accounts, deductions 
for out-of-pocket medical expenses, and job- 
related moving deductions. When in doubt, ask 
a tax professional. “Despite claims of simplic-
ity, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is anything but.”

Jump-starting a job change in January
“Job searches typically slow to a standstill at 
the end of the year,” said Jessica Dickler in 
CNBC.com. “That all changes come Janu-
ary.” With unemployment at a 17-year low, 
plus the fact that many people tend to seek 
out new opportunities in the first few weeks 
of the year, “this month is poised to be a par-
ticularly popular time to jump-start a career 
change.” Some 38 percent of working Ameri-
cans will consider a job change in 2018, ac-
cording to Glassdoor. “Millennials in particu-
lar are eager to make a move,” with 56 per-
cent of workers between 18 and 34 stating 
they will attempt to change jobs in 2018. 
Most of those surveyed cited increased pay 
and benefits as the main reason to change. 

What the experts say
Founded in 198 9, 
Global Kids 
(globalkids.org) 
empowers students 
in underserved 
communities to 
be global citizens 
and leaders in 
their community. 
Global Kids partners with middle and 
high schools across New York City and 
Washington, D.C., offering an after-school 
program that helps students gain a com-
prehensive understanding of international 
affairs, as well as training in leadership 
and college and career readiness. Through 
service projects, mentorships, interna-
tional travel opportunities, and confer-
ences, students explore issues like global 
poverty, learn how to influence global 
policy, and get exposure to experts in 
international affairs. During the summer, 
students have the opportunity to spend 
three weeks interacting with policymakers 
at the Council on Foreign Relations at its 
New York City headquarters. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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“This will be the year that trade policy could define” 
Trump’s America, said Robert Zoellick. His strategy 
of “economic defeatism,” with the U.S. “retreating 
behind trade barriers” and imposing steep tariffs on 
some imports, is certain to “trigger retaliation from 
other countries.” These shortsighted policies are 
merely a warm-up for his “likely withdrawal from 
the North American Free Trade Agreement” later this 
year. Mexico and Canada appear willing to negoti-
ate, but the White House isn’t really interested; it’s 
hell-bent on eliminating the trade deficit with Mexico 
and wants to “manipulate rules to that end.” NAFTA 
withdrawal is a preordained conclusion designed to 
“placate Trump’s political base,” which has bought 

the mistaken argument that the trade deficit with 
Mexico is more important than issues where “our 
interests align” with our southern neighbor, such as 
energy security and competition with Asia. In the 
past, the U.S. has used its trade influence to eliminate 
global barriers and improve “environmental and labor 
protections, while boosting anticorruption and trans-
parency rules.” But who would choose to negotiate 
with Trump now, when “he demands managed trade, 
not fair competition”? To the rest of the world, the 
president’s trade rancor signals “an America in with-
drawal.” We are abandoning our influence in setting 
global standards. “America once attracted the world’s 
talent, but Trump’s hostility is driving people away.”

“In retrospect, it’s amazing that YouTube has lasted 
this long,” said Brian Feldman. The legal, moral, and 
ethical problems that come with allowing anyone to 
upload video to the internet “would seem to make the 
site’s demise inevitable.” Instead the 13-year-old You-
Tube “has cemented its place in the web firmament.” 
Yet after a “grotesque” viral video last week of You-
Tube star Logan Paul finding a dead body in Japan’s 
“suicide forest,” we need to start reckoning with 
“how vast, influential—and potentially  dangerous—
the site is.” Although YouTube has recently endured 
controversies over white supremacists and creepy vid-
eos aimed at children, the Paul video feels different—
“less like an aberration than an inevitability.” The 

22-year-old vlogger, who has 15 million followers, is 
emblematic of YouTube’s  attention-seeking culture, 
embracing ever-crazier stunts to attract more viewers. 
Indeed, YouTube’s ad system incentivizes such bound-
ary pushing, and the site’s business model partly 
depends on it, with YouTube keeping 45 percent of 
the ad money generated. The company has said it 
will work harder on moderation, but 65 years’ worth 
of video is uploaded daily, “making the site’s full 
contents unknowable.” This vastness, and  YouTube’s 
prominence, means the “worst, scariest stuff” can 
reach millions before it’s taken down. That’s a prob-
lem not only for YouTube but also for society, and it 
portends a “coming YouTube backlash.” S
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Trump’s 
trade
retreat
Robert Zoellick
The Wall Street Journal

A YouTube
tipping
point
Brian Feldman
NYMag.com

“The auto industry’s long-running sales party has 
come to an end,” said Neal Boudette in The New 
York Times. Following seven straight years of 
growth, U.S. sales of new vehicles slid last year, to 
17.2 million cars and trucks, a decline of 1.8 percent 
from 2016. With estimates already suggesting that 
2018 will bring “an even larger drop,” analysts say 
carmakers have reason to be concerned about chal-
lenges on the horizon. Interest rates are on the rise, 
tariffs and trade changes loom from NAFTA rene-
gotiations, and fuel prices, “though still low by the 
standards of recent years,” are up 14 cents, to $2.49 
a gallon, from this time last year. The market is also 
saturated: The longest period of sales growth “since 
the infancy of the automobile nearly a century ago” 
was driven largely by the end of the recession. As the economy 
improved, consumers who had put off new purchases “rushed 
out to replace the clunkers they’d been driving.” But now there 
are 1.26 vehicles on the road for every licensed U.S. driver, the 
most ever. Then there is the matter of the industry’s expensive 
shift to autonomous and electric vehicles, even though it remains 
unclear “how many they will be able to sell, and when.” 

Detroit needn’t panic just yet: The industry is “still selling lots of 
cars and trucks,” said Russ Mitchell in the Los Angeles Times. 
Sales in 2016 were a record-high 17.5 million, so last year’s total 
is more “a gentle dip” than a steep decline. And from another 
angle, last year was record-setting in its own right, with the aver-
age price of a vehicle hitting an all-time high of $36,113. That’s 
because Americans have increasingly bypassed smaller sedans for 

pricier trucks, SUVs, and crossover vehicles; “for 
the first time, the majority of Audi’s sales were in 
SUVs and crossovers,” for instance. Analysts attri-
bute the shift in part to “tremendous gains” in fuel 
efficiency, improved handling, and lower gas prices. 
Crucially, the shift to bigger cars is also “good news 
for companies’ bottom lines,” said Jamie Butters in 
Bloomberg.com. Going forward, companies may 
decide that lower-margin passenger cars may not be 
worth the time and investment, while pickups and 
SUVs will continue to be “moneymakers that fly 
off dealer lots.” That’s why “carmakers and their 
investors aren’t fazed” by the latest sales numbers.

They should be, said Patrick George in  Jalopnik 
.com. “The future is looking scary.” Americans are not “magi-
cally making way more money” to be able to afford these 
higher-priced vehicles. What most car buyers are doing now is 
purchasing cars on “longer and longer” loans, sinking deeper 
into debt for a vehicle that will be “seven or eight years old 
when it’s paid off—if it ever is.” Car-payment defaults are also 
surging, giving the market the feeling of a “powder keg wait-
ing to be lit.” Still, the domestic car business “is far healthier” 
than it was before the recession, said Mike Colias and Adrienne 
Roberts in The Wall Street Journal. In anticipation of a softer 
market throughout 2018, carmakers are already reducing pro-
duction on assembly lines, with output likely falling 2.3 percent 
this quarter. If sales nosedive further, “it could prompt carmak-
ers to scale back production even more.” In the meantime, their 
“streak of strong profits” should help them weather the storm.

Autos: The end of a record sales streak

Will sales rev up again?
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John Young was 
the astronaut 
other astronauts 
wanted to be. In 

his 42 years in the space pro-
gram, NASA’s longest-serving 
astronaut went to space six 
times, walked on the surface of 
the moon, and commanded the 
first space shuttle. But astro-
nauts revered Young for reasons 
beyond his years of experience. 
Haunted by a 1967 launchpad 
fire that killed his first space-
flight partner, Gus Grissom, and 
two other astronauts, Young 
became an outspoken voice for 
astronaut safety. “Whenever and wherever I 
found a potential safety issue,” he wrote in his 
2012 memoir, “I always did my utmost to make 
some noise about it.”

Raised in Orlando, Young showed an early inter-
est in aeronautics, building model airplanes as a 
child, said the Houston Chronicle. “His decision 
to join NASA was inspired by President John F. 
Kennedy’s 1961 call to land a man on the moon,” 
which he watched on TV while serving as a Navy 
test pilot. Selected for the space program the fol-
lowing year, Young was soon making history, 
said The Washington Post. He was part of the 

first two-man space flight in 
1965 with Grissom—but was 
reprimanded by NASA officials 
for smuggling a corned beef 
sandwich aboard Gemini 3. 
“In 1972, as commander of 
Apollo 16, Young became one 
of only 12 astronauts to set foot 
on the moon.” With crewmate 
Charles Duke, he drove a buggy 
16 miles across the lunar surface.

Nine years later, Young com-
manded the Columbia space 

shuttle “in the first flight of a reusable space-
craft,” said The New York Times. The shuttle 
orbited Earth 36 times, then touched down at 
Edwards Air Force Base, “the first landing of a 
spacecraft on a runway.” In 1983, Young made 
his final space mission, commanding Columbia 
on a 10-day mission. “For all his service with 
NASA, Mr. Young could be a harsh critic of the 
agency.” After the Challenger shuttle exploded 
in 1986, killing seven astronauts, Young wrote 
blistering memos accusing the agency of cutting 
corners. Yet he remained a staunch believer in 
space exploration. “Our ability to live and work 
on other places in the solar system will end up 
giving us the science and technology that we need 
to save the species,” he said in 2000. “I’d hate to 
miss all that fun.” 

In the 1960s, the small 
town of Muscle Shoals 
in northern Alabama 
became the unlikely 

heart of a musical revolution. At 
FAME Studios, black singers and 
mostly white instrumentalists col-
laborated in defiance of segregationist 
mores, creating the mix of R&B, coun-
try, and gospel that came to be known 
as the Muscle Shoals sound. The 
studio was owned by Rick Hall, an 
exacting hands-on music producer who oversaw a 
string of classic soul recordings at FAME, includ-
ing Wilson Pickett’s “Mustang Sally” (1966), 
Aretha Franklin’s “I Never Loved a Man (the 
Way I Love You)” (1967), and Etta James’ “Tell 
Mama” (1968). Many Northern black performers 
were reluctant to record in a small Southern town, 
and so Hall—who was white—integrated local 
restaurants by dining with the artists. “It was dan-
gerous,” he said, “but it was that or nothing.”

Born in Forest Grove, Miss., Hall endured a dif-
ficult childhood, said The Daily Telegraph (U.K.). 
He grew up in “a shack with dirt floors” and 
was 4 years old when his mother left his father, a 
sawmiller, to work in a bordello. Hall learned to 
play the mandolin, fiddle, and guitar as a child, 

and determined to “be somebody” 
in the music business, he began 
playing in country bands. In 1959, 
he co-founded FAME in Florence, 
Ala., as a demo-recording studio 
and music publisher, said The New 
York Times. But after falling out 
with his two partners, he restarted 
the business “across the Tennessee 
River in Muscle Shoals.” Hall ini-
tially wrote and produced songs 
for country acts, but his break-

through came in 1961, when he produced Arthur 
Alexander’s country-soul hit “You Better Move 
On,” later covered by the Rolling Stones. Major 
labels were soon sending their artists to FAME.

After his studio band, the Swampers, quit to open 
the rival Muscle Shoals Sound Studio in 1969, 
Hall turned his attention to pop music, said The 
Washington Post. He produced a No. 1 hit, “One 
Bad Apple,” for the Osmonds in 1970 and in the 
1980s made a local bar band, Shenandoah, into a 
regular presence on the country charts. “With no 
small amount of hubris,” Hall often claimed that 
his musical guidance was key to the success of the 
acts he produced. “Musicians are like basketball 
players,” he said. “They need a manager to tell 
them when to drop a play.”

Obituaries

Rick 
Hall

1932–2018
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The astronaut who became NASA’s conscience

The producer who crafted the Muscle Shoals sound

John
Young
1930–2018 No one expected Horace 

Ashenfelter to win the 3,000-
meter steeplechase at the 
1952 Olympics. An FBI agent 
in his day job, the American 

runner had 
competed in 
the event—
an equine-
inspired race 

in which athletes must clear 
28 waist-high hurdles, seven 
of them followed by shallow 
water pits—only a handful 
of times before the Helsinki 
Games. Favored to win was 
Vladimir Kazantsev, a Soviet 
police officer and unofficial 
steeplechase world record 
holder. But Ashenfelter out-
paced Kazantsev after the 
final hurdle to take gold in a 
record-breaking time, becom-
ing the first American to win 
the event since 1904 and 
delighting U.S. fans hungry 
for a Cold War triumph. “I 
didn’t even consider that I 
was the underdog,” he said. 
“I was there to represent the 
United States, do my best, 
and that was it.” 

Born in Phoenixville, Pa., 
Ashenfelter “came from 
a family of runners,” said 
RunnersWorld.com. At Penn 
State University, the former 
Army Air Forces pilot and 
two of his brothers filled 
three of the four places in 
the university’s 1949 title-
winning relay team. After 
graduating, Ashenfelter 
joined the FBI’s Newark field 
office, where he checked 
federal job applicants for 
Communist sympathies. 
He trained for the Olympics 
alone after work, “hurdling 
over park benches.”

Following his unlikely tri-
umph in Helsinki, Ashenfelter 
received a congratulatory 
telegram from FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover and won the 
Sullivan Award as America’s 
outstanding amateur athlete, 
said The New York Times. By 
the time he retired from run-
ning in 1957, he had “won 17 
national indoor and outdoor 
titles” in several different cat-
egories. But nothing matched 
his Olympics triumph. “[That] 
gold medal,” he said, “is the 
best thing you could get.” 

Horace
Ashenfelter

1923–2018

35

The G-man who beat 
the Soviets to win 
Olympic gold
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When love blooms from grief
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responded on her behalf. “Thank you for 
being such a strong supporter and friend 
to her,” he said. “She’s talked about you a 
ton these past few weeks, and her sense of 
you being a person with great insight and 
empathy. She’s clearly on the mark there.”

One of Nina’s final acts, in effect, was to 
play matchmaker for her husband.

John, a 41-year-old lawyer, was unmoored 
by his wife’s death—bereft, sleep-deprived, 
fearful of his future. “I had so many ques-
tions,” he said. “I was bursting with this 
intense need to get things squared.”

So he did as his wife had suggested. 
His note to Lucy—two days after Nina 
died—was lengthy and, in Lucy’s words, 
“obscenely vulnerable.” His requests for 
advice were wide-ranging: How do I write 
a eulogy? How do I sleep through the 
night? How do I not go insane?

Lucy wrote back immediately, advising 
John to focus on the eulogy and “to take a 
chill pill” about the rest. “I felt a desire to 
support their family,” she says. “And Nina 
was John’s character reference.”

JOHN GOT THROUGH the eulogy. He got 
through the next day. But not without 
emailing Lucy. Over the next few weeks 

and months, she became his lifeline—and, 

in turn, he helped her realize that she had 
come a long way in the two years since her 
husband’s death. 

“I felt like your guardian,” she said. 

“You totally were,” he said.

The emails grew in volume and intensity. 
“We learned that when a Gmail thread 
reaches 100, it rolls you into another 
thread,” he said. There were spools and 
spools of threads, “a Google-plex” of mes-
sages, he joked.

Their feelings for one another grew and 
took on new shape. “We talked a lot 
about the minefield of managing to fall in 
love and actively grieve at the same time,” 
she said.

There were also lighter, more flirtatious 
exchanges. They gossiped about the pri-
vate Facebook group Hot Young Widows 
Club and shared poetry. He sent her Philip 
Larkin’s “When First We Faced, and 
Touching Showed”:

Behind the moonlight and the frost,

The excitement and the gratitude,

There stood how much our meeting owed

To other meetings, other loves.

The decades of a different life.

Two memoirists with terminal illnesses wrote best-selling books about their final days, said journalist Nora Krug. 
The spouses they left behind began emailing to offer support and advice, and felt a powerful connection.

John Duberstein reached out to Lucy Kalanithi for advice shortly after his wife died.

THE LITERARY PAIRING was inevi-
table. When Breath Becomes Air, 
Paul Kalanithi’s memoir of his final 

years as he faced lung cancer at age 37, 
was published posthumously, in 2016, to 
critical acclaim and commercial success. 
The Bright Hour, Nina Riggs’ memoir of 
her final years as she faced breast cancer 
at age 39, was published posthumously, in 
2017, to critical acclaim and commercial 
success. The two books were mentioned 
together in numerous reviews, lists, and 
conversations.

Perhaps less inevitable was that the late 
authors’ spouses would end up together, too.

“I’m still surprised,” said Lucy Kalanithi of 
her relationship with Nina Riggs’ widower, 
John Duberstein. “I’m surprised by how 
ridiculous it is and how natural it is at the 
same time.”

Sitting across the kitchen table from 
Lucy last week at her home, John agreed. 
“Everything seemed almost bizarrely to 
fit,” he said. “It was kind of stunning.”

The story of Lucy Kalanithi and John 
Duberstein is both unlikely and destined, 
the stuff of a rom-com. It begins, tragically, 
on a deathbed.

In the final days of her life, Nina Riggs 
was worried about her husband and how 
he would get on with his life when she was 
gone. Nina made an offhand suggestion: 
Contact Lucy Kalanithi. She has experience 
with this, she told him; she’ll know what 
to do.

At the time John had only a vague idea 
who Lucy was. He had yet to finish reading 
When Breath Becomes Air.

Lucy and Nina, however, had formed a 
quiet relationship. Lucy, whose husband 
died in March 2015, had contacted Nina 
after reading a “Modern Love” column 
she had written for The New York Times, 
“When a Couch Is More Than a Couch.” 
Lucy wrote a glowing blurb for The Bright 
Hour and stayed in touch with Nina’s 
agent, inquiring about Nina’s health and 
her family.

On Feb. 24, two days before Nina died, 
Lucy sent her an email message: “I’m 
beaming you love from my whole being.” 
She signed it, “your forever fan, lucy.”

At a hospice in Greensboro, N.C., John 
read the email to his ailing wife and 
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In late April, Lucy, who is 38 and a clinical 
assistant professor of medicine at Stanford 
University, had a business trip to Raleigh, 
N.C., about an hour from John’s home. “I 
knew I had to see her,” he said. Lucy felt 
the same way.

At the time, the two had never spoken—
they had made an email-only rule. Seeing 
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has more bedrooms, which climate 
is better. “We need to find a place 
in the middle and move there,” 
Lucy said. They joked about writ-
ing a sequel to their late spouses’ 
books: When Breath Becomes the 
Bright Hour.

At Lucy’s home, reminders of their 
late spouses remain. There are pho-
tos of Paul in the kitchen and along 
the hallway; on the refrigerator is 
a Christmas card of the Duberstein 
family, including Nina. In an odd 
coincidence, Lucy owns the same 
couch Nina featured in her column. 
Both John and Lucy still wear their 
wedding rings.

As the couple and their children 
celebrated the New Year’s holi-
day together, there was a warmth 
and cohesiveness that made the 
group feel, as Cady says, like “a 
whole family.” John sliced apples 
for Cady; the three kids drew and 
played games together.

In person and on the page, Nina and Paul 
had given their spouses “radical permis-
sion,” Lucy said, to enter new relation-
ships, even to remarry. But following 
through on that brings up complicated 
emotions.

“I planned to spend my entire life with 
Nina. I was 100 percent happy doing 
that,” John said. Nina’s death forced him 
onto another course. “Having a second 
relationship is a tragedy,” he said. But 
he acknowledges with deep gratitude the 
series of fortunate events that have led him 
to Lucy—a woman his wife had tacitly 
approved.

Lucy and John both recognize the lingering 
pain and inevitable challenges they face. 
Entering into a relationship, Lucy noted, 
means accepting the possibility of losing 
your partner. “If you are lucky enough,” 
she said, “you will be devastated when they 
die. Willingly entering that feels gutsy, but 
what else could you choose?”

For now, they are relishing their time 
together, in all its complexity. On Dec. 31, 
Lucy, John, and the three kids headed out 
to visit Paul Kalanithi’s grave, which over-
looks the Pacific Ocean. They played Paul’s 
favorite music and blew New Year’s noise-
makers. Together with members of Paul’s 
extended family, they watched the last sun-
set of a sad, happy, and surprising year.

This article originally appeared in 
The Washington Post. Reprinted with 
 permission. 

Their spouses’ books; John with Lucy’s daughter, Cady

each other face-to-face was 
intense. “We held each other 
a long time,” she said. There 
were two dinner dates and, by 
both accounts, “a lot of chem-
istry.” Lucy then returned to 
California.

Their relationship was blos-
soming but still mostly a secret. 
John’s children—Freddy, 10, 
and Benny, 8—knew about it, 
as did Lucy’s 3-year-old daugh-
ter, Cady. Nina’s publisher had 
arranged a dual publicity tour in 
June for John and Lucy—given 
the common theme of When 
Breath Becomes Air and The 
Bright Hour. Lucy and John 
were both terrified and excited 
to be onstage together. At one 
engagement—a Facebook live 
event in Sausalito—interviewer 
Kelly Corrigan jokingly asked 
when John and Lucy might get 
engaged. “John turned purple,” 
Lucy recalled.

By the end of the summer, the 
couple had begun to speak 
openly about the relationship 
to their extended family and 

friends. There were sweet photos shared on 
Facebook. The families have been getting 
together regularly—though the arrange-
ments are difficult, with three children, two 
jobs, and a continent between them.

As the kids played in the yard in California 
last week, John and Lucy bantered about 
which house is more child-friendly, which 
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The Puzzle Page38           

Find the solutions to all The Week ’s puzzles online: www.theweek.com/puzzle.

Crossword No. 439: The Sounds of Winter by Matt Gaffney

Sources: A complete list of publications cited in The Week can be found at theweek.com/sources.

The Week Contest

This week’s question: Parisians can now eat their boeuf 
in the buff at the city’s first nudist restaurant, O’Naturel. 
In seven words or fewer, please come up with the name 
of a suitable signature dish for an all-naked eatery.

Last week’s contest: It was recently revealed that the 
Pentagon spent $22 million between 2008 and 2011 on a 
program to determine if UFOs were alien spaceships that 
might pose a threat to the U.S. What would be a good 
slogan for a political candidate whose campaign was 
centered on a promise to search for extraterrestrials?

THE WINNER: You, Me, and E.T. 
Perry Gulbrandsen, Gurnee, Ill.

SECOND PLACE: Make America Gaze Again 
Toby W. Paone, Davenport, Iowa

THIRD PLACE: Four More Light-Years 
Ross Sippel, Pasadena, Calif.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek.com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, type “Naked lunch” in the subject line. 
Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, Jan. 16. 
Winners will appear on the Puzzle Page next issue and at 

theweek.com/puzzles on Friday, Jan. 19. 
In the case of identical or similar entries, 
the first one received gets credit.

ACROSS
 1 Fix, like an election
 4 Having a little less 

cash than needed
 9 Part of a ship’s hull
14  “So that’s your angle!”
15  Neighbor of Bahrain
16  Decorate
17  The leatherback, e.g.
19  Comparatively fresh
20  Like Quebec City and 

San Juan
21  Butter serving
23  Sector
24  Fear of Flying author 

Jong
25  Abbey Road song
27  Pretzel-maker’s 

substance
28  Records
30  What people do at 

Davos
31  “Got it?”
32  Go the distance
34  “Eureka!”
36  A Heartbreaking Work 

of Staggering Genius 
memoirist Dave

38  Famous rock 
formation of Yosemite 
National Park

41  Participate in a ’70s 
fad

44  Neapolitan number
45  Gladys Knight’s 

backers
49  “___ you there?”
50  Word from the 

perplexed
52  Champion’s number
54  Photographer Goldin

55  National League 
batting champ, 2015

58  Worshipper of Haile 
Selassie

60  Take a tumble
61  Obedience school 

command
62  Spring day
63  Most-skilled people
65  What much of the 

country has been 
suffering through 
lately—or what you 
get if you say the first 
word of each theme 
entry aloud

67  Latin “land”
68  Rope relative
69  Brewer’s product
70  Former Ford
71  Sam with 82 PGA Tour 

wins
72  He’ll be honored on 

June 17 this year

DOWN
 1 Mysterious city of 

New Mexico
 2 “It’s a fair point, pal”
 3 They work with their 

hands
 4 Sow sound
 5 Difficult
 6 Mel with 511 home 

runs
 7 Polo’s Lauren
 8 Tire features
 9 Prohibit
10  Exemplary
11  Three-story building, 

e.g.

12  Less experienced
13  Seriously ticks off
18  The best medicine, 

sometimes
22  Break for a bit
25  Part of the Dept. of 

Labor
26  Gulf of ___ (body of 

water Latvia is on)
29  Cheeseheads cheer 

them on
33  Driving range tool
35  Likely
37  About $18.6 trillion for 

the USA in 2016
39  Mar-a-___ (Florida 

resort)
40  Classic Monopoly 

token
41  Many Shakespeare 

characters have one
42  Tried to heal
43 Two-___ (old movies)
46  As an alternative
47  Femur neighbor
48  Tried to sound 

intimidating
51  Fiats
53  Deleted
56  Angry look
57  Nickname of 

Orlando, Fla.
59  Nile reptile
62  Novelist Ferber
64  It’s bad for the French
66  Bend the truth and 

then some

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65 66

67 68 69

70 71 72

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
hard

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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SIMPLE.

Before investing, consider the investment objectives, risks, charges, and expenses of the annuity and its investment options. Contact Fidelity 
for a prospectus or, if available, a summary prospectus containing this information. Read it carefully.  
*According to 12/31/15 data on nongroup open variable annuities from Morningstar, Inc., at 0.25%, Fidelity Personal Retirement Annuity’s annual annuity charge is among 
the lowest and is signifi cantly lower than the national industry average 1.25% annual annuity charge. Underlying fund fees also apply.
Unlike many competitor annuities, Fidelity Personal Retirement Annuity does not have a guaranteed minimum death benefi t.
Fidelity Personal Retirement Annuity (Policy Form No. DVA-2005, et al.) is issued by Fidelity Investments Life Insurance Company and, for New York residents, Personal Retirement 
Annuity (Policy Form No. EDVA-2005, et al.) is issued by Empire Fidelity Investments Life Insurance Company®, New York, N.Y. Fidelity Brokerage Services, Member NYSE, SIPC, 
and Fidelity Insurance Agency, Inc., are the distributors.
Keep in mind that investing involves risk. The value of your investment will fl uctuate over time, and you may gain or lose money.
Guarantees apply to certain insurance and annuity products and are subject to product terms, exclusions, limitations, and the insurer’s claims-paying ability and fi nancial strength.  
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•   Low cost. The annual fee is 0.25%, 80% lower than the industry average of 1.25%.* Keep in mind, this does not include a 
guaranteed minimum death benefi t.

•  Easy to understand. No complex riders or hidden fees. 

•  Easy to buy. Simple application process makes it easy to get started.

The Fidelity low-cost, tax-deferred variable annuity can be a surprisingly simple way to 
take retirement saving beyond your 401(k) and IRA.

Visit Fidelity.com/taxeffi  cient or call 866.588.9661. We can show you how a low-cost,
tax-deferred variable annuity can fi t into your overall retirement investment mix.
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