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| LETTERS 

Working Just Fine
I thoroughly enjoy Handguns. It’s a 

magazine I read from cover to cover 

more than once. I read Jim Tarr’s 

article on the Springfield Range 

Officer Operator, and I agree with 

him on all statements as to the 

performance of this pistol—with 

the exception of the magazines 

furnished with the Operator.

I have several Springfield pistols, 

and in my three Range Officers, as 

well as my one Operator, I’ve used 

every magazine you can imagine 

and never ever have I had a prob-

lem with feed regardless of am-

munition. I’ve even used Colt mags 

that are at least 50 years old and 

have had no problems.

I believe I’d check the lips very 

closely for possible shipping dam-

age before I’d make a statement 

like he did. Again, I’ve never had 

issues with any brand magazine in 

these guns.

J. B. Esnard

GONZALES, LA

Problem Solved
I really enjoyed the “Well in Hand” 

article by Dave Spaulding in the 

October/November issue. I too 

have small hands. Even though I’m 

six feet tall, I can’t even palm a 

basketball like some of my shorter 

friends. I’m right-handed and do 

shoot to the left a bit. My father is 

left-handed, and he shoots to the 

right. We have both tried to fix this 

for years by tweaking our sights 

and aiming just a bit to whatever 

direction opposite our gun hand.

We never even thought about 

dropping in a new trigger to ease 

this problem. Thanks for the “light-

bulb moment”! I’m ordering trigger 

drops next weekend.

TylEr GriGGs

SAPULPA, OK

Push, Don’t Pull
The recent letter about difficulty 

racking the slide on a semiautomat-

ic interested me. I am well into my 

Social Security years and have a 

CONTACT US 
For letters and comments on the magazine, contact us at Handguns@OutdoorSG.com or write 

to us at Handguns, P.O. Box 13786, Torrance, CA 90503. Please include your town and state of 

residence. Letters may be edited for brevity and clarity.

ADDRESS CHANGE OR SUBSCRIPTION QUESTION? Note we have a new email address for this. 

Please email HGScuStServ@cdSfulfillment.com or write to Handguns, P.O. Box 37539, Boone, IA 

50037-0539. If changing address, please send both old and new addresses.
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little arthritis in both hands. A gun 

salesman gave me this idea, and it 

really works for chamber checks 

and loading a round.

Assuming you’re right-handed, 

hold the gun in your right hand 

and grasp the slide at the rear with 

your thumb and as many fingers of 

your left hand as you need. Hold 

the slide firmly and push the pistol 

forward firmly. In a way you are 

racking the gun, not the slide, and 

using much less effort pushing for-

ward rather than pulling back. All 

this assumes obeying all the usual 

safety issues regarding pointing the 

weapon in a safe direction, finger 

off the trigger, and so forth.

John Prior

BRUNSWICK, OH

Hail Luger
Regarding the letter a few issues 

back concerning the proper desig-

nation of the 9x19 cartridge. It was 

designed by Georg Luger and intro-

duced in 1902 by the German weap-

ons manufacturer Deutsche Waffen 

und Munitionsfabriken (DWM) for 

its Luger semiautomatic pistol. For 

this reason it is designated as the 

9mm Luger.

The name Parabellum is derived 

from the Latin: Si vis pacem, para 

bellum (“If you seek peace, prepare 

for war”), which was the motto of 

DWM. I have shot thousands of 

rounds through 9mms—including 

Glocks, Smith & Wessons, SIGs, 

Kahrs and a P38—and only one of 

the Kahrs was picky about shoot-

ing hollowpoints. The P38 was my 

father’s and manufactured in 1943 

in Germany and will shoot hollow-

points just as well as ball ammo. 

lEE JEnsEn

UINTAH, UT

Editor’s note: For those who emailed 

asking about Walt Rauch, we’re 

sorry to report he has passed away. 

See our remembrance on page 12.
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TEMPTED BY TOKAREV
AN INEXPENSIVE OPTION FOR TODAY’S DEFENSIVE HANDGUNNERS.

By Bob Campbell
A FEW MONTHS AGO, DURING A GUN 

shop conversation, I mentioned 

my top handgun choices: the Colt 

1911, Browning Hi Power and CZ 

75. A gentleman older than myself 

nodded but added, “Well, that’s 

okay, but when have you heard of 

a Tokarev failing or tying up?” He 

wore a leather jacket with a Vietnam 

veteran chevron. He brushed it back 

to reveal a Tokarev TT33. “You boys 

think that good guns are expensive. 

It ain’t so. They just have to be good 

guns.”

I agree on principle and favor 

military-grade service pistols for my 

own use and protection, and I have 

to admit the Tokarev is an effec-

tive handgun and perhaps the most 

rugged service pistol ever fielded. 

Moreover, the history of the Tokarev 

shows innovation and intelligent de-

sign not often credited to the pistol.

 | SPEEDLOADS | Compiled by J. SCOTT RUPP

In the 1930s, a talented designer 

named Fedor Tokarev was tasked to 

design a new service pistol. There 

were certain criteria to be met, 

including simplicity and ease of 

manufacture, and it had to handle 

the 7.62x25 Mauser, which fired an 

86-grain jacketed bullet at 1,400 fps.

Tokarev designed the TT30 and 

the improved TT33 for this car-

tridge. The pistol uses the Brown-

ing locked-breech system, barrel 

locking lugs, a swinging barrel link, 

a separate barrel bushing, single-ac-

tion trigger and the Browning-type 

magazine release. The box magazine 

holds eight cartridges. 

The pistol is compact, thin and fits 

most hands. The slide seems a little 

long for the small grip, but it works 

well, and it sports good battle sights. 

The TT33 resembles an enlarged 

Colt 1903 in profile, but there is no 

grip safety, and Tokarev also added 

a slide lock. Tokarev also developed 

a removable hammer group that 

greatly simplified maintenance and 

replacement.

The Tokarev features a positive or 

oversize firing pin to accommodate 

the inevitable dimensional differ-

ences in wartime ammunition as 

well as stores of German Mauser 

pistol ammunition.

 The TT33 firing pin will always 

reach the primer, and while this 

setup would seem to preclude safe 

hammer-down carry because there’s 

no manual safety, Tokarev solved 

this problem by adding a positive 

half-cock to the action. This half 

cock position also locks the slide.    

It isn’t safe to carry the 1911 on half- 

cock for several reasons—including 

the possibility of a false half-cock—

but the Tokarev is another matter. A 
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large spur hammer allows for easy 

cocking, even on a pants leg.

There have been changes over 

the years, particularly for guns 

imported into U.S., where crossbolt 

and trigger-blocking safeties have 

been added for legal reasons. My 

7.62x25 Romanian features a rela-

tively unobtrusive trigger-blocking 

lever. I trust half-cock on this pistol 

and find the lever useful when doing 

tactical drills. I may place the piece 

on Safe and keep my finger off the 

trigger when sprinting to a different 

firing position.

The most useful Tokarevs are 

those chambered for 9mm. Most of 

these retain the original dimen-

sions, although some have been 

designed around a thinner grip that 

makes the pistol even more attrac-

tive. While I appreciate the 7.62x25 

cartridge—which shoots flat and hits 

hard—the 9mms are interesting. As 

an example, Zastava has introduced 

an advanced Tokarev, the Model 88, 

with much to recommend it. This 

pistol resembles the French 35A in 

profile but is a bit larger.

The sights, trigger and hammer 

spur reflect the lineage of the pistol, 

but the slide is shorter—while still 

featuring good combat sights. There 

is a grooved portion in front of the 

ejection port leading to the front 

sight, which is dovetailed in place. 

The cocking serrations afford good 

leverage.

The pistol is reliable and as ac-

curate as any Tokarev, and I can get 

3.5-inch five-shot groups at 25 yards.

However, I am not completely happy 

with a couple of the modifications. 

The pistol has a magazine safety 

that prevents the pistol from firing 

if the magazine is removed, and the 

safety is a lever on the slide. Slide-

mounted safeties are never as fast 

as a frame-mounted safety, although 

I will admit this one is pretty quick 

to operate.

I trust this safety for carrying 

cocked with the safety on. It isn’t 

cocked and locked because the 

safety moves to cover the firing pin, 

and if the hammer falls, the pistol 

can’t fire. This adaption of the Tok-

arev retails for less than $300.

THE 7.62x25

A limiting factor with the Tokarev in 

7.62x25—a cartridge that’s hotter than 

the .32 H&R Magnum—is ammo. Wolf 

Performance Ammunition offers a jacketed 

hollowpoint load that averages 1,380 fps 

from my Romanian TT33. It penetrates 13 

inches of water and fragments, making it a 

good defensive option. I have handloaded 

the cartridge, and it responds well to a 

careful handloader. I like the Hornady 

60-grain XTP ahead of Bullseye or Unique 

powder, a combination that gives me 1,600 

fps. I have also loaded the 100-grain XTP 

bullet to 1,400 fps without pressure signs. 

Expansion is good with this load.—BC

 The original Tokarev (opp. page) was a simple, Browning-like service pistol 
developed in the 1930s. Today, outfits like Zastava produce Tokarevs like this 
Model 88 in 9mm (above) and add additional safeties—making them a reason-
able and inexpensive choice for the defensive handgunner.

<

As for originals, they’re not going 

to win any beauty contests, but a 

friend of mine regards the Polish 

Tokarev as the finest made, and my 

Romanian guns are good quality. 

On the flip side, I’ve seen Chinese 

versions that were poor indeed.

Like I said at the beginning, 

while I have my favorite handguns, 

I have to agree with the gentle-

man at the gun store. While the 

Tokarev TT33 and its variants may 

not afford us the emotional attach-

ment and sense of history the 1911 

does—and they are not as finely 

made as the Browning Hi Power or 

as well-made and accurate as the 

CZ 75—for first-class reliability and 

function at a pittance, they are the 

best deal in town.
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 | SPEEDLOADS

We’re saddened to inform you that 

longtime columnist Walt Rauch 

passed away a few months ago at the 

age of 77. We thank one of the people 

who knew him best—well-known 

firearms television host and author 

Michael Bane—for this remembrance.

BECAUSE WE ARE LIVING IN A GOLDEN 

Age of firearms, competitions, new 

designs and amazing innovations, 

it’s hard to remember that not so 

long ago much of what we take for 

granted didn’t exist. It’s harder still 

to realize this firearms world we 

take for granted was not the product 

of some grand scheme or a master 

plan by the industry but rather a few 

exceptional, driven men.

We said a last goodbye to one of 

those men when Walt Rauch left the 

range for the final time after a mas-

sive stroke. Many of the new shoot-

ers flooding into our culture and 

our sports may have never heard 

his name, or have seen it only on 

an article in Handguns or the other 

publications he wrote for. But Walt 

Rauch was far more than a writer. In 

fact, he played a pivotal role in lay-

ing the groundwork for the handgun 

sports as we know them today.

Not only was he a man fascinated 

by firearms, convinced of the impor-

tance of competition and possessed 

of a brilliant, organized mind, but he 

was the “real deal,” a modern-day 

gunfighter who’d made his bones not 

behind a typewriter but in the mean 

streets with a gun in his hand.

He served as a special agent in 

U.S. Army Intelligence, and when 

his tour was done he joined the 

Secret Service, serving on the elite 

Presidential Protection Detail. He 

went from there to do what’s argu-

brilliance, well read, a student of 

guns, gunfighting and gunfighters, a 

personality who belonged in a noir 

mystery novel—trench coat collar 

turned up in the rain, relentlessly 

following one last clue.

He was my friend, my instructor, 

my guide, my mentor, and I will miss 

him more than words can convey. He 

leaves behind his wife of 44 years, 

Katherine, a son and a daughter, 

and a generation of shooters in his 

debt. When I was asked to speak 

his eulogy in Philadelphia, I chose 

words from the greatest mystery 

novelist of them all, Raymond 

Chandler, on his PI character, Philip 

Marlowe:

“Down these mean streets a man 

must go who is not himself mean, who 

is neither tarnished nor afraid. He is 

the hero; he is everything. He must be 

a complete man and a common man 

and yet an unusual man. He must 

be, to use a rather weathered phrase, 

a man of honor—by instinct, by in-

evitability, without thought of it, and 

certainly without saying it. He must 

be the best man in his world and a 

good enough man for any world.”

Walt Rauch was, indeed, all those 

things.—Michael Bane

ably one of the most dangerous jobs 

in law enforcement: serving felony 

warrants. And instead of retiring, 

he became a private investigator on 

the hard streets of Philadelphia.

Walt’s true love, though, was train-

ing, and in competition he saw an 

opportunity to spread lessons he’d 

learned to a whole new generation 

of shooters. Walt was one of the first 

to see the real possibilities of Col. 

Jeff Cooper’s International Practical 

Shooting Confederation. He and four 

or five others, along with yours truly, 

drew up the first bylaws and stan-

dards for the U.S. Practical Shooting 

Association. Walt served as the first 

head of the new organization and 

was a board member for years.

In 1996, when many shooters felt 

USPSA had drifted too heavily in 

the race-gun direction, Walt helped 

create the International Defensive 

Pistol Association and went on to 

write the definitive book on the 

sport. Along the way, he worked 

with Glock to create the Glock Sport 

Shooting Foundation and also 

helped establish what became the 

NSSF Rimfire Challenge.

To me, he was a larger-than-life 

personality, a man of questing 

WALT RAUCH, 1938–2016
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BEGINNING IN 1871 HARRINGTON & 

Richardson started to make vari-

ous revolvers, mostly low-price 

models in various calibers. This 

iconic firm originated as a partner-

ship between Frank Wesson and his 

nephew Gilbert Harrington—using 

early patents by Nathan Harrington. 

Gilbert Harrington bought out Wes-

son in 1874 and formed Harrington 

& Richardson with former Wesson 

employee William Richardson.

Most of the guns it produced were 

.32 and .38 calibers, and many were 

blackpowder guns. But the firm also 

produced the full-size American 

from 1883 to 1941. Most Americans 

were .32s and .38s, but some were 

chambered in .44 Russian in a five-

shot configuration as well as .44 

Webley.

The frame and gun were very 

light—too light for a .44 caliber 

round, in my opinion. I doubt it was 

meant for a lot of shooting but more 

for carrying and storage. In total 

there were 850,000 made during the 

58 years of production. 

It is a double-action revolver, but 

it loads and unloads like a single 

action. There is no ejector assembly, 

so the empties have to be pushed out 

one at a time—or by removing the 

cylinder by taking out the rod, which 

is easy. The double-action pull is 

excessively heavy, making accuracy 

difficult.

There were several similar .44 

centerfire cartridges during this 

period, leading to some confusion.  

The Webley round came out in 1868 

for the Royal Irish Constabulary 

revolver. In England it was listed 

as the .442, and it is sometimes 

confused with the .44 Bulldog. It is 

H&R AMERICAN
OLD SCHOOL | BY BOB SHELL

also known as the 10.5x17 and the 

442 Kurz, depending on what part of 

Europe you are in.

Making the ammo is easy. I just 

shorten .44 Russian cases, which 

are available from Starline. Since 

the case is so short, nothing over a 

220-grain bullet is practical, and 

jacketed bullets don’t make sense 

either since they’re more expensive 

and not any more accurate than 

cast-lead bullets.

I wouldn’t recommend smokeless 

powder loads in the H&R American. 

It’s just too risky. I used a 180-grain 

.428-diameter bullet meant for the 

.44-40 ahead of a charge of FFFg 

blackpowder—a load that produces 

534 fps at the muzzle. You can use 

200- to 220-grain bullets, but you’ll 

sacrifice velocity.

 The gun used in this report is 

tight and in in good shape. The 

rifling is good with no pitting. There 

is no serial number, so it is difficult 

to determine the date it was pro-

duced. It is another fascinating part 

of history. 

 The H&R American (above) was one 
of the few large-caliber handguns 
produced by the firm. The .44 Webley 
(r.) can be made by shortening .44 
Russian cases.

The first handgun I ever shot was my dad’s H&R double-action .22 revolver. That was back in 

the 1970s, though, and the firm no longer makes handguns. However, the company is still alive 

and well as H&R 1871, which is owned by Remington. In addition to solid-frame guns like the 

American, H&R also manufactured top-break revolvers, and H&R 1871 continues that tradition 

today with break-open single-shot rifles and shotguns.—J. Scott Rupp

H&R Today
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Six-division USPSA National Champion Julie Golob fires 50,000 rounds each 

season. When she carries, she chooses 380 Micro HST¨. The 99-grain bullet’s exclusive 

design delivers best-in-caliber expansion, outperforming all other leading factory brands 

in 380 Auto*. The result is full-size terminal performance from a compact platform.

* Based on bullet and crush cavity diameters versus competition; tested with a micro handgun in 380 Auto with a 2.75-inch barrel fired into 10 percent ballistics gelatin at 10 feet.
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POLYCASE’S NEWEST OFFERING IS A .38

Special featuring the company’s 

ARX bullet, which has an inter-

esting 77-grain weight. The listed 

velocity is 1,116 fps, which is at first 

glance pretty enthusiastic, but keep 

that weight in mind.

The ARX bullet does not expand. 

The three flutes in the bullet profile 

are the aspects of the bullet that 

do the work of creating a wound 

channel. The mathematics of fluid 

dynamics are beyond our scope, but 

testing indicates that they work. The 

rotating bullet drives into the target, 

and flutes attempt to push aside the 

tissue it travels through. The shape 

of the flutes works to accelerate the 

tissue as it is pushed, and this creates 

the wound channel and decelerates 

the bullet, and we can tell the ARX is 

working by its lack of penetration—

the opposite of how we usually judge 

a bullet.

The ARX bullet does not penetrate 

as deeply, in any loading, as a similar 

full metal jacket or lead roundnose 

does. Typical penetration of a .38 

Special 158-grain lead roundnose is 

on the order of 24 inches, and I tested 

the PolyCase .38 Special load in four 

different double-action revolvers 

that are suitable home defense or 

carry guns: a two-inch Smith & Wes-

son Model 15, one of my favorites; a 

three-inch Smith & Wesson Model 65; 

a four-inch Smith & Wesson Model 19, 

which I shoot in IDPA; and a six-inch 

Smith & Wesson Model 19. Those last 

two were classic police duty guns for 

many decades.

I figured with four different barrel 

lengths I’d get a good read on the 

PolyCase’s performance. The .38 Spe-

cial ARX penetrated just a bit under 

or over 12 inches in ballistic gelatin, 

 | AMMO SHELF | By PATRICK SWEENEY

regardless of the velocity or barrel 

length. For those who worship at the 

altar of the FBI tests, this indicates 

marginal or failed performance, but 

no other .38 Special load is going to 

pass. And despite its detractors, the 

.38 Special is not ineffective.

Another interesting aspect was an 

additional quick test I did with the 

six-inch Model 19. I placed a 3/4-inch 

marine plywood barrier in front of a 

gel block and recovered a bullet that 

had traveled not quite an inch less 

than out of the same gun into a block 

without a barrier. 

In talking with the PolyCase engi-

neers at an industry function, they 

were not at all surprised. “The ARX 

acts like a jacketed roundnose on a 

barrier, but the flutes still work in 

tissue behind the barrier,” a company 

rep told me. And unlike a hollow-

point, the flutes of the ARX can’t get 

plugged with barrier material.

The lighter ARX, combined with 

its high velocities, would lead you to 

expect a radical change in point of 

impact. Super-speed lightweight bul-

lets can print to a different location 

on the target than traditional bullet 

weights. ARX accuracy was as good 

as any other ammo I’ve tested out of 

those guns, and the point of impact 

was not changed from traditional bul-

<

 The 77-grain bullet in PolyCase’s Inceptor load makes for a soft-shooting 
round that still performs like a .38 Special is supposed to.

PERFORMANCE RESULTS | POLYCASE INCEPTOR
Bullet Muzzle Extreme Standard Avg. Gel Pene-

.38 Special Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Spread (fps) Deviation (fps) Group (in.) tration (in.)

S&W Model 15, 2 in. bbl.

ARX 77 1,021 104 30 2.50 11

S&W Model 65, 3 in. bbl.

ARX 77 1,068 30 14 2.50 11

S&W Model 19, 4 in. bbl.

ARX 77 1,067 85 40 2.00 12

S&W Model 19, 6 in. bbl.

ARX 77 1,114 25 9 1.75 13

Notes: All bullets weigh 77 grains. Accuracy results are averages of five five-shot groups at 25 yards on a Champion rest. 
Velocities are averages of 10 shots recorded with a LabRadar, set to record 15 feet from the muzzle.

REALLY SPECIAL
POLYCASE HAS DEVELOPED AN EFFECTIVE YET SOFT-SHOOTING .38.



let weights.

And the ARX’s light bullet also 

translates to less recoil, making it 

more attractive to new shooters or 

the recoil sensitive. A 77-grain bullet 

at 1,100 fps has a Power Factor of only 

85, which is mild in anybody’s book. 

The impression of recoil I got with 

the Model 15 was in between a .32 

ACP and a .380 Auto—and yet it deliv-

ers into gelatin like a .38 Special.

The powdered metal in the poly-

mer construction of the bullet means 

it enthusiastically fragments on a 

steel plate, breaking up to the point 

of almost turning into powder. You 

can shoot steel plates closer with 

ARX (still, you need to wear glasses) 

than you can with any other bullet.

The customary safety distance with 

regular bullets is 10 yards. As long 

as the steel is smooth—not dented or 

cratered—you could safely get closer 

<

 The ARX depends on fluid mechan-
ics to do its damage, and there’s little 
danger of overpenetration.

than 10 yards with ARX. So a new 

shooter receives soft recoil, hits con-

sistently because of the close range, 

and gets the immediate feedback of 

banging a steel plate or knocking 

over the falling plates. That’s the way 

to build confidence and allow the new 

shooter to have fun.

And they could be doing this with 

a compact, light  revolver, emi-

nently suitable for home defense or 

concealed carry. (One other note: 

The ARX ammo feeds easily into a 

revolver’s cylinders. The flutes don’t 

catch on the chamber edges; the 

rounds drop right in.) All this sounds 

like a good prescription for someone 

in need of a defensive tool—a person 

who might not otherwise consider 

arming themselves because they 

think a gun has to be big and loud. 

PolyCase gives them an effective op-

tion without a lot of noise and drama.

PolyCase is aggressively expanding 

the line, and it won’t be long before 

it has something for pretty much any 

handgun you own. But right now, a 

whole lot of .38 Special owners find 

themselves with an attractive new op-

tion priced similar to most defensive 

ammo.

SUREFIRE.COM/RYDER

THE WORLD’S FINEST ILLUMINATION TOOLS SUPPRESSORS, AND TACTICAL PRODUCTS™

AMERICAN BUILT.

AMERICAN STRONG.

SF RyDERª 9M-Ti

MODULAR SUPPRESSOR SYSTEM FOR 9MM PISTOLS

Also Featured: SureFire Threaded Drop in Barrel 

for G17 and X400V IR/Laser Weaponlight
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BEST OF BREED
CROSSBREED MAKES SIMPLE, STRONG AND EFFECTIVE HOLSTERS.

CROSSBREED WAS A HOLSTER COM-

PANY whose name I heard quite 

often before I ever had a chance 

to try out its products. My first 

exposure to its holsters was one 

of its Minituck IWB models, which 

came with the Remington RM380 I 

got in for testing. Remington, like 

a lot of gun companies, partners 

with accessory manufacturers, so 

holsters/lasers/grips are available 

for new pistols as soon as those pis-

tols hit the market. Many of those 

gun companies choose CrossBreed 

Holsters, which should tell consum-

ers something.

CrossBreed doesn’t make com-

petition holsters; all of its models 

are designed for the CCW crowd, 

which means its design priority is 

concealment. While the firm makes 

one ankle holster and two pocket 

holsters, the remainder of its of-

ferings are belt holsters, as on the 

belt is where the majority of CCW 

holders who use holsters carry.

Whether it’s its OWB (outside 

the waistband) or IWB (inside the 

waistband) models, the design 

and construction of Crossbreed’s 

holsters is consistent. CrossBreed 

holsters are a mix of the old and 

new: a contoured leather backer 

with belt slots or clips and a Kydex 

holster body (“pocket”). The Kydex 

pockets are molded to fit specific 

firearms, but CrossBreed makes 

Holsters to fit just about every 

pistol on the market. The Kydex 

pockets are riveted to the leather. 

It’s a simple and inexpensive to do, 

but it’s strong and effective.

The belt clips/slots are mounted 

on the leather backer indepen-

dently of the Kydex pocket, so the 

leather can flex around the wear-

 | ESSENTIALS | By JAMES TARR

er’s body for an individual fit. The 

properly positioned belt clips/slots 

pull the gun in toward the body as 

much as possible.

And they work. For example, the 

Remington RM380 is a tiny pistol 

and conceals under just about any-

thing in the CrossBreed Minituck. 

It is a flat IWB holster with steel 

belt clips fore and aft. The angle of 

the belt clips can be adjusted, as 

can its height.

The Minituck holds the pistol 

very low on the belt line and close-

in to the body. But anybody can 

conceal a small pistol.

I stuck the full-sized Ruger 

American pistol in one of Cross-

Breed’s OWB Snapslide holsters 

and carried it for several days. 

The holster kept the butt tucked 

into my body, and the pistol just 

disappeared under a loose button-

down shirt.

No, it wasn’t as quick to access 

or draw from as my daily carry 

holster, but that holster is designed 

for competition and doesn’t conceal 

well at all—I have to consciously 

dress around it. Holsters like the 

Snapslide and Minituck hug your 

body and make dressing around 

the gun much easier.

The Snapslide has a simple 

design—a roughly rectangular 

piece of leather onto which is 

riveted a Kydex shell formed to fit 

a specific gun. The pistol is held in 

a slightly butt-forward “FBI” cant. 

The leather has slots cut into it’s so 

you can run the belt either behind 

the holster or over the gun if you 

<
 CrossBreed belt holsters come in 

two flavors, outside the waistband 
and inside the waistband. The OWB 
holster on the left is the Snapslide; 
the IWB on the right is the Minituck. 
CrossBreed also makes belts 
(below).
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prefer. As designs go this is rather 

simple, but it works. And because 

it’s simple, it is relatively inexpen-

sive as leather/Kydex holsters go, 

starting at $49.

The Minituck has steel belt clips 

instead of slots in the leather, 

plus because it’s an IWB holster, 

the leather is cut higher to keep 

it between you and the gun. As a 

result, the Minituck is a bit more 

expensive at $68, but that’s still 

very reasonable.

You have your choice of several 

different finishes on the leather, as 

you do on all its holsters. Cross-

Breed also offers a “sweat guard” 

on some of its OWB holsters. Here, 

the holster’s leather is extended 

upward to put it between the entire 

pistol and your body like–you see 

on some of the firm’s IWB holsters.

However, belt holsters only work 

as well as the belt they’re on, and 

the folks at CrossBreed know this. 

They make several different heavy-

duty belts specifically designed to 

bear the weight of holsters while 

still looking good. And again, they 

are reasonably priced.

I secured one of its simply 

named Gun Belts, which start at 

only $60. Officially, this is made of 

“American tanned Herman Oak 

top grain cowhide and lined with 

premium hard rolled leather with 

stitched cross grain” and has a 

traditional nickel roller buckle. I 

don’t know my leather types, but I 

do know this belt looks good and is 

very sturdy.

It is a quarter-inch thick and of-

fered in 1.25- and 1.5-inch widths (I 

chose the latter). While it may not 

match dress slacks, it will support 

the weight of a full-size handgun 

and whatever else you want to hang 

off it. The firm offers other buckle 

options for this belt, and fancier 

belts, all of which look good while 

working as a piece of load bearing 

equipment.
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SEARCHING FOR SOLUTIONS
FLEXIBILITY IS THE KEY TO OVERCOMING CARRY-ORIENTED PROBLEMS.

IN ONE OF MY RECENT CLASSES, I HAD 

a female student show up wearing 

her single column 9mm subcompact 

in the middle of her back. To better 

set the stage, this young lady was 

the mother of two small children 

and worked very hard to keep her-

self trim and in shape. While I do 

not know for sure, I would bet her 

waistline wasn’t much bigger than 

24 to 25 inches.

When I saw her carry location, I 

asked her why she chose to carry 

there. She said it was comfortable 

and allowed her to conceal the 

pistol under a wide variety of com-

mon clothing styles. It also kept the 

gun hidden as she knelt to deal with 

her two children. I counseled her 

on the potential safety problems of 

her chosen mode of carry, but she 

insisted on taking the course with 

her gun in the middle of her back.

I thought about banning her from 

the program because I did not want 

to take on the liability of her shoot-

ing herself, but then what would 

happen if she left with no training 

at all and continued to carry this 

way? I decided to let her proceed 

and to keep a sharp eye on her.

As it turned out, this young lady 

was one of the best shooters in the 

class. She had grown up around 

guns, with her father teaching her 

how to shoot from a young age. She 

understood what would happen if 

her draw were poor and had prac-

ticed to create an efficient draw 

from the middle-of-back position.

She passed the course standard 

of drawing from concealment and 

getting a good hit in two seconds or 

less at 20 feet, so I gladly gave her a 

certificate of accomplishment.

We talked after class and she said 

 | ON PATROL | By DAVE SPAULDING

to me, “I appreciate your concern, 

but the truth is if I do not carry 

here, where will I carry? I’m not 

going to turn into a fat ass just to 

carry a gun, and side or appendix is 

out of the question. Would you sug-

gest I not carry at all?”

There it was, the question all 

instructors ponder (or at least 

should): Do I let my biases keep a 

student from carrying a gun? As 

a professional combative pistol 

instructor, my ultimate goal is to get 

students to a level of competence, 

not dissuade them from carrying 

at all.

In the end, I gave this young lady 

my blessing and told her to keep 

practicing. I also admonished her to 

be hyper-vigilant about keeping it 

concealed so it would not be taken 

away. Second, the gun was sitting 

right over her spine, and I told 

her about incidents where people 

have been knocked down and have 

injured their backs by having guns 

and handcuffs right over their spi-

nal columns.

I talked with this young lady’s 

father not long ago and he told me 

she was still carrying, though she 

had shifted the gun slightly to the 

right so it was not directly over her 

spine. She also makes it a point to 

check her six regularly

I feel good about this student, I 

feel like I did my job. Do I advocate 

middle-of-back carry? Not really, 

but I like it more than someone not 

carrying at all.

As an instructor, it is not my job 

to impose my will, beliefs, doc-

trine or any other thoughts on to 

a student. It is my job to help the 

student arrive at solutions that 

work for them based on their needs 

and physiology. I have also learned 

that, quite often, the solution 

<

 Not everyone can employ “standard” carry styles, and instructors would be 
wise to look for solutions rather than simply applying dogma.
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the student develops for himself 

or herself is usually best, at least 

for them. 

Does that mean that I ignore my 

doctrine and allow my students to 

do what they want? Certainly not. 

I have put years of research and 

development into the skill sets I 

teach, and I think it is the best way 

(every instructor should feel this 

way) to go about the task of per-

sonal security.

That said, everyone is different 

in size, shape, ability and other fac-

tors so I must be willing to tweak 

my doctrine to best fit their needs.

How does an instructor help a 

student arrive at a solution that is 

best for them? Let me give you a 

recent example. It involved another 

female student who was short and 

curvy, with wide hips and large 

breasts making waistband carry 

difficult.

She arrived in class with a 

popular dual-slot Kydex holster, 

trying to wear it at three o’clock. 

Due to her wide hips and short 

torso, she couldn’t draw the gun 

with anything close to efficiency. 

Turned out she was using the carry 

style because some special-ops 

instructor at another course had 

recommended it—and who was she 

to argue?

I let her struggle through the 

morning and watched her frustra-

tion build. Why? So when I started 

offering her alternate solutions to 

her problem, she would be more 

open-minded to seeking a remedy.

In examining her physique we 

noted that in addition to three 

o’clock carry, appendix carry was 

also out of the question due to her 

breasts; she was unable to draw 

upward. Cross draw and shoulder 

holster carry were out as well.

I asked her to stand upright and 

move her shooting arm around her 

torso and tell me what areas she 

could reach easily, and it turned 

out she could reach around her 

back. I gave her a Blackhawk 

Check Six holster, a heavily canted 

middle-of-back rig and told her to 

wear it to the right of her spine. 

The gun rode above her hip swell 

and allowed her to reach her gun 

quickly and easily.

She finished the class success-

fully, making the two-second 

concealed draw standard. She also 

noted she could easily access her 

gun through an open-front garment 

or under a closed-front garment. 

The downside was she couldn’t 

access the gun with her off hand—

something worth knowing.

While not an optimum carry 

location, she could at least carry, 

conceal and access her gun quickly. 

While I have my preferences as to 

what works best, in many things, 

I have come to realize it is best 

to avoid the words “never” and 

“always” when training students in 

pistolcraft. When fighting for your 

life it’s about solutions, not dogma. 

This will be my final column. 

When I started this in 2003, I was 

still on the job but I have long since 

retired and am finding it increas-

ingly difficult to stay current with 

the needs of the 21st century law 

enforcement officer. In addition, I 

want to spend more time focusing 

on my training business, Handgun 

Combatives.Com. I hope to see all 

of my loyal readers in a class real 

soon. Thanks for a great 13 years. 

It’s been a blast!

 | ON PATROL
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< UPDATED UBERTI 1873 CATTLEMAN

Now you can load up with an 1873 revolver that looks historically accurate but has a 

retractable firing pin so you don’t have to keep an empty chamber under the hammer. 

The new Cattleman’s firing pin floats free in a guide inside the hammer, and it locks into 

place—enabling the gun to fire—only when the trigger is pressed from a fully cocked 

position. The beauty is it doesn’t require a hammer safety bar or transfer bar that can ruin 

a gun’s historical looks. Available in .45 Colt, .44-40 WCF and .357 Magnum.

{$559, steel trigger guard/backstrap (shown), $549, brass; uberti.com}
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<
HORNADY CASE, PARTS DRYER

The new dryer from Hornady can dry three trays of 240 9mm cases each or 180 each in .45 

ACP—that’s 720 9mms or 540 .45s to—in 1.5 to two hours thanks to a 400-watt, four-inch, 

top-mounted fan and a heater. Comes with trays and a spacer if you want to use it to dry tall 

gun parts. The unit is 9.25 inches high and 14 inches in diameter; weight is 3.4 pounds.

{$77, hornady.com}

< BROWNELLS PREMIUM ELECTRONIC MUFFS

<

Newly revamped, these electronic muffs feature automatic low-level sound ampli-

fication and auto high-level sound compression. The ear cups rotate independently, 

and there’s an auxiliary input jack for electronic devices. Runs on AAA batteries and 

features a power indicator light, a nice touch.

{$60, brownells.com}

Few people have easy access to turning targets, and the Pivotal Trainer answers this need with an 

reasonably affordable, easily portable, 13-pound setup that measures 82x42x33 inches when as-

sembled (plus a universal mounting bracket allows it to be placed on an indoor range target run-

ner). The RF remote control can be programmed for manual (with a partner) or automatic (for solo 

shooter) modes, and target presentation times are easily set. Included are motor, motor shield, 

universal mounting bracket, removable target arm, rechargeable battery/charging adaptor and 

threat/no-threat double-sided target set. I had a chance to shoot it, and it’s an incredible training 

experience to decide in a split second if you should shoot the target or not—before it turns back.

{$399, triumph-systems.com}

<GALCO STOW-N-GO FOR .45 SHIELD

You’ll find our review of the new .45 Shield 

from S&W elsewhere in this issue, so it made 

sense to let you know Galco already has a fit 

for the gun in a couple styles—including the 

Stow-N-Go. This inside-the-waistband holster 

is made from premium center-cut steerhide 

and has a metal-reinforced mouth for easy 

holstering. It has a neutral cant, and the belt 

clip is injection-molded nylon. Fits belts up to 

1.75 inches.

{$35, GalcoGunleather.com}
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SUCCESS
BY JAMES TARR

A PRESCRIPTION FOR



O
ver the past few years SIG Sauer 

has been expanding its business in 

a largely successful attempt to take 

over the firearms world. It has en-

tered new product segments (sup-

pressors, airguns, ammunition, optics) and 

helped revolutionize the dying AR pistol 

category with the SIG brace. Along the way 

it has introduced so many new firearms that 

even people in the gun industry have a hard 

time keeping up. One of SIG’s increasingly 

successful products gaining sales and mo-

mentum is its striker-fired P320 pistol, and 

the company just introduced a new model 

of the gun featuring a factory-mounted mini 

red dot.

Designated the P320 RX, this version of 

the P320 features SIG’s Romeo 1 mini red 

dot sight. The clever RX in the title signifies 

a prescription, as in a lot of people’s eyes 

aren’t what they once were, and a red dot is 

a great solution for those people who can no 

longer bring a front sight into focus.

Before I jump into the specifics of the 

Romeo 1 optic, let’s look at the P320. As 

striker-fired handgun designs go, this is one 

of the newest. Introduced not quite three 

years ago, the P320 is actually an ingenious 

striker-fired reworking of SIG’s double-ac-

tion/single-action P250. The P320 shares the 

barrel, grip and magazine with the P250, 

but where the P250 stumbled (trigger pull 

weight and quality) the P320 shines.

While the P320 doesn’t have the lightest 

trigger pull on the market, I think it has the 

best trigger pull on a striker-fired handgun 

in terms of quality. The trigger pull is the 

shortest and the crispest and the closest 

you’ll find in character to the trigger pull of 

a 1911. The trigger pull on a P320 is about 

half the length of what you’ll find on some 

other striker-fired guns, so even though 

the weight is nearly as heavy (usually 6.5 

pounds or less), it feels a lot lighter and 

crisper.

The length of travel on my sample P320 

RX’s trigger pull, including take-up, was 

only 5/16 inch, and reset was about half that. 

Pull weight on my sample RX was a bit bet-

ter than the average at 6.25 pounds.

SIG is going to be producing a whole line 

of P320 RX models but started with the 

full-size P320 chambered in 9mm. This is a 

big, duty-size gun: eight inches long overall 

with a 4.7-inch barrel. With an unloaded 

WITH THE NEW P320 RX, 
SIG DELIVERS A SUPERB 
9MM WITH A READY-TO-
ROCK RED DOT SIGHT.
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A PRESCRIPTION FOR SUCCESS

magazine in place and the red 

dot on top, it tips the scales at 30 

ounces even.

The slide is stainless steel with 

a Nitron coating. It sports nicely 

aggressive and generous flat-bot-

tomed serrations at both ends. The 

slide stop is ambidextrous, and 

the magazine release is reversible. 

The frame features a long tactical 

rail out front for mounting a light 

or laser if desired.

The standard P320 comes with 

SIGLite night sights. The sights on 

the P320 RX are tall SIGLite night 

sights originally designed for use 

with suppressors. They are tall 

enough to be used through the red 

dot’s window, which is useful if 

the battery on the red dot dies or, 

much more commonly, to help get 

the gun aimed roughly enough so 

the red dot appears in the window 

of the sight.

Modular Design
The great thing about this design 

is it is completely modular. On 

what on any other pistol would be 

the frame, on the P320—including 

the RX version—it’s a grip module. 

These modules come in full, carry, 

compact and subcompact sizes and 

in different girths.

As mentioned, the P320 RX is 

currently available in the full-

size configuration, and the pistol 

ships with a medium-girth module. 

The grip module features nicely 

aggressive texturing. And while 

I will admit it doesn’t look like 

much, it works fine.

When I first reviewed the origi-

nal P320, I thought interchange-

able backstraps would be more 

convenient than a replaceable grip 

module, but now I’m not so sure. 

If you want to stipple the grip, you 

can buy a spare grip module from 

SIG, and if you screw it up, you 

have not messed up the serialized 

“frame.”

The serialized part is actually 

SIG SAUER
SIG P320 RX
TYPE: striker-fired semiauto

CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 17+1 (where legal)

BARREL: 4.7 in.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 8.0/6.4/1.4 in.

WEIGHT: 30 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: polymer frame, Nitron-

coated stainless steel slide

GRIPS: replaceable polymer modules

SIGHTS: Romeo 1 red dot, 3-dot tall SIGLite 

night sights

SAFETIES: internal striker, magazine discon-

nect 

TRIGGER: striker, 6.25 lb. pull (measured)

PRICE: $869

MANUFACTURER: SIG Sauer, sig-sauer.com

the stainless steel chassis inside, 

and the serial number is visible 

through a hole in the side of the 

grip module. With standard P320s 

you can swap out any part on the 

gun from the slide on down, and 

SIG even sells caliber conversion 

kits.

However, with special sights on 

this slide, not to mention the Ro-

meo 1 red dot, I don’t see P320 RX 

owners doing more than swapping 

out the grip modules for larger or 

smaller girth (or different colors). 

They’re available from SIG for $46 

each.

The tactical rail on the under-

side of the frame is long enough to 

mount any white light or laser on 

the market designed for a hand-

gun.

Okay, now on to the Romeo 1. 

This is a mini red dot sight with a 

three-m.o.a. dot, and it’s click ad-

justable for windage and elevation. 

It is powered by one CR 1623 bat-

tery. The Romeo 1 has a top-load-

ing battery, so you don’t have to 

remove the sight or lose your zero 

when replacing the power source.

The sight has seven brightness 

settings, and they are controlled 

by green arrows on the left side of 

the sight. Holding down both but-

tons for three seconds powers off 

the dot.

Battery life is a little hard to 

judge. This sight features what SIG 

is calling MOTAC, a motion-acti-

vated illumination system or active 

motion control. The sight will go to 

sleep if you leave it on, but when 

you pick the pistol up or draw the 

gun, the dot turns on and is there 

before you can get your eye into 

position or the gun on target. The 

sight itself has a five-year warranty 

from SIG.

The body of the Romeo 1 red 

dot is CNC machined from a solid 

block of magnesium for strength 

and light weight. SIG advertises it 

as a 1x30mm optic, and while the 

frame around the lens is 30mm 

wide, the lens itself is only 

<

 The selling point of the P320 RX is, 
of course, that it comes with a red 
dot mounted, zeroed and ready to 
go. The Romeo 1 has a generous 
window for quick acquisition.

<

 The Romeo 1 features a three-
minute dot, and the battery compart-
ment is on the top so you can 
change batteries without removing 
the sight or changing your zero.
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M&P® SHIELD
TM

. 

WHERE PROTECTION MEETS PERFORMANCE.

COMFORTABLE TO CARRY. COMFORTABLE TO SHOOT. THE M&P

SHIELD IS SLIM, CONCEALABLE AND POWERFUL. AVAILABLE

IN 9MM,  .40 S&W & .45 AUTO. THAT’S CONFIDENCE 
3.

SMITH-WESSON.COM
M&P® 40 SHIELDTM

6&7 ROUND MAGS

M&P® 9 SHIELDTM

7&8 ROUND MAGS

M&P® 45 SHIELDTM

6&7 ROUND MAGS



about 27.5mm wide by 18mm 

tall—which is still larger than a lot 

of its competitors. The convex top 

and bottom of the lens give you a 

larger viewing window compared 

to other mini red dots.

Some people have said it is pos-

sible to shoot red dot-sighted pis-

tols more accurately than identical 

versions with iron sights. The pistol 

itself isn’t more accurate, of course, 

but the question is whether a red 

dot enables greater accuracy on 

the part of the shooter. For a new 

shooter, I’d have to say yes. Instead 

of having to line up the front sight 

with the rear sight with the target 

and remembering to keep the front 

sight in focus—all while pulling the 

trigger—with a red dot you simply 

have to put the dot on the target 

and pull the trigger.

As for the precision of a red 

dot for an experienced shooter, 

however, I think it is less precise. 

An electronic red dot by its very na-

ture has slightly fuzzy edges. If you 

have astigmatism like I do, every 

red dot is an uneven oval.

Iron sights, on the other hand, 

have sharp corners and crisp 

edges. If you follow the “equal 

height, equal light” school of iron 

sight alignment, you’d be surprised 

at the distances at which you can 

get hits, especially if you’ve got 

a long sight radius—provided, of 

course, you can get that front sight 

into focus.

Testing Romeo
An optic mounted on a recipro-

cating pistol’s slide experiences 

10,000 Gs every time the trigger is 

pulled, so electronics tough enough 

to survive that kind of abuse have 

to be tough. Therefore, for my first 

trip to the range with the P320 

RX, I headed to an indoor range 

for a little durability testing of the 

Romeo 1.

I initially put 100 rounds through 

the pistol as fast as I could pull the 

trigger and got the front half of the 

slide too hot to touch, but the dot 

never flickered or went off during 

that or subsequent range outings. 

At 10 yards the dot was right on out 

of the box without any adjustment 

required. Curious, I later checked 

with SIG and found that all the 

RX models are bore sighted at the 

factory.

I don’t know what kind of dura-

bility or longevity you can expect 

with the Romeo 1 because I didn’t 

have an opportunity to do a full 

torture test, but I know that after 

300 rounds the sight kept zero and 

was still working. So was the bat-

tery—even though I left the sight 

on after one range trip. It appears 

the MOTAC technology works as 

advertised.

As for accuracy, the pistol would 

do two to three inches at 25 yards, 

depending on the type of 

<

 The P320 is a modular design in which the serialized part is a metal chassis 
that accepts different size grip/frame modules. The full-size RX ships with the 
medium-girth module, but replacements are available from SIG.

A PRESCRIPTION FOR SUCCESS
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<

 The P320 RX comes with tall SIGLite night sights that enable shooters to see 
the sights through the window of the red dot. The gun features an accessory 
rail and also, Tarr thinks, one of the best striker-fired triggers on the market.





ammo, which is excellent. The 

gun had no problem digesting Win-

chester’s steel-cased USA Forged 

full-metal-jacket ammo and ate 

various jacketed hollowpoints from 

a number of manufacturers without 

a problem. For some reason I was 

jerking the trigger badly on my 

second range trip and sending fly-

ers way left (I blame the 94-degree 

weather), but when I did my job the 

pistol hit whatever I was aiming at.

A few words about the real-world 

usefulness of pistols with red dot 

sights. Having the option to put a 

durable red dot sight on your hand-

gun is great, but in my opinion it’s 

an option that only makes sense in 

a few limited scenarios, similar to 

my opinion of handgun lasers.

If you’re trying to train some-

one completely unfamiliar with 

handguns, a red dot helps simplify 

things. If you have a lot of trou-

ble seeing your sights, you 

should investigate putting 

a red dot on your carry gun. 

But will a red dot on your 

carry gun improve your shooting 

in a defensive scenario if you can 

see your iron sights? No.

Veteran competition shooters 

who are engaging multiple targets 

with multiple rounds using com-

pensated pistols with little muzzle 

rise can shoot more quickly with 

a red dot than iron sights, but that 

difference is measured in hun-
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 For some shooters—particularly new shooters or those whose vision 
doesn’t permit them to see irons well—a red dot is the way to go. However, 
for most people a red dot will be somewhat slower to acquire than open 
sights.
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ACCURACY RESULTS | SIG SAUER P320 RX
Bullet Muzzle Standard Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Deviation (fps) Group (in.)

SIG Elite FMJ 115 1,131 23 3.1

HPR JHP 115 1,102 18 2.7

Black Hills JHP 124 1,138 8 2.5

Federal HST 124 1,144 20 3.1

Hornady Critical Duty +P 135 1,111 38 2.8

Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are aver-
ages of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviations: FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, 
jacketed hollowpoint

dredths of a second per shot fired.

When a red dot is mounted on 

a carry gun, it is no quicker to ac-

quire initially than the iron sights, 

and it’s often slower due to the time 

spent trying to find the red dot.

If you’ve spent any time around 

people using red dot-equipped 

handguns, you’ve seen them stand-

ing there with the gun in their 

hands, wiggling it about, trying to 

find the dot in the window. Then 

the recoil of the first shot will 

bounce the dot out of the window, 

so for every shot you’ll have to find 

the dot in the window again, which 

takes more time than just finding 

a typical front sight—again, this is 

provided you can see iron sights 

well enough to shoot.

If you simply can’t see iron sights 

any more, a red dot will help you 

shoot pistols once again. As for a 

red dot being inherently faster or 

better on a carry gun than iron 

sights, I just don’t think that’s the 

case.

Because the Romeo 1 is mounted 

on the rear of the slide it will not 

affect holster fit. As for trying to 

find a holster for a SIG P320, you 

might discover your options are 

surprisingly limited. Do not fear. 

Remember, externally the P320 

is the same as the SIG P250, and 

since that gun has been around for 

a while, there are a lot of holsters 

available for it. Also, every holster 

I have tried so far meant for the 

Springfield Armory XD has fit the 

SIG P320.

Pistols with red dots are no 

longer just for competition, and 

a gun company offering a pistol 

with a red dot mounted on it at the 

factory was the logical next step. 

With the P320 RX you’re getting  

SIGLite sights and the Romeo 1 

red dot (suggested retail: $360) for 

a suggested retail price of $869. 

Considering the stock P320—stan-

dard sights, no red dot—costs $713, 

you’re saving about $300, which is a 

heck of a deal.
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BY BRAD FITZPATRICK

A BIGGER
SHIELD



O
n a trip to the White House in 1942, 

Winston Churchill became so enam-

ored with the idea of building a pistol 

that could be air-dropped behind 

enemy lines that he woke President 

Franklin Roosevelt at four in the morning 

to discuss the idea. The gun would have to 

weigh less than a pound, had to be so mechani-

cally sound it could be dropped from passing 

airplanes, and had to be so foolproof and of 

such basic construction that even an illiterate 

fighter who spoke no English could, following 

the included photos, make the gun fire. And 

since this gun was to be a single-shot and that 

one trigger pull might be a resistance fighter’s 

only defense against an enemy, the caliber had 

to be suitable to stop a soldier with one close-

range shot. Churchill opted for the .45 ACP.

That gun became known, at least officially, 

as the FP-45 Liberator. Those who had experi-

ence actually shooting the gun referred to it 

not so affectionately as the “Little Monster.” 

It seems it was easy to use and easy to conceal 

but painful to shoot. The awkward minimal-

ist style made the Liberator a gun you would 

fire only if you were completely out of other 

options.

The compact .45 is still as much in demand 

as it was during World War II (more so, in fact; 

the Liberator saw only limited use in actual 

conflict). The modern market for compact 

carry guns has become a battlefield in its own 

right, with dozens of manufacturers vying for 

the attention of a growing number of permit 

holders. What they want is actually quite simi-

lar to what Churchill envisioned in the 1940s: a 

gun that was tough, simple to use and capable 

of stopping a deadly threat with a single trig-

ger press.

In the fight for carry gun dominance, the 

Smith & Wesson M&P Shield line is a decorat-

ed soldier. The recipe for the Shield’s success 

has been relatively simple: It’s another itera-

tion of the popular compact polymer-framed, 

striker-fired semiauto pistol chambered in, at 

least until recently, 9mm and .40 S&W. Now the 

Shield family has grown to include a .45 Auto 

version: the M&P45 Shield.

“Our new M&P45 Shield takes personal 

protection to the next level by offering all the 

M&P features our customers have come to 

trust, combined with .45 caliber power,” says 

Jan Mladek, general manager for the M&P 

line at Smith & Wesson. “Well over 1 million 

consumers and professionals have chosen 

SMITH & WESSON 
ADOPTS THE TRIED-
AND-TRUE .45 ACP 
IN ITS SUCCESSFUL 
SUBCOMPACT M&P 
SHIELD.
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A BIGGER SHIELD

to ‘shield themselves’ with the 

slim, concealable and powerful M&P 

Shield pistol. The new M&P Shield in 

.45 Auto provides that extra level of 

confidence.”

The differences among the many 

polymer carry guns are nuanced, but 

the Shield has set itself apart with 

its thin profile, solidly constructed 

sights, ease of operation, optional 

thumb safety and affordable price. 

The new .45 version underwent a 

few cosmetic upgrades, too, with 

small, curved slide serrations up 

front and a brand-new textured grip. 

But it shares much of the DNA with 

its smaller Shield siblings: same 

18-degree grip angle, same polymer 

frame, same takedown lever, sights 

and controls. 

Speaking of controls, the Shields 

are minimized to Lilliputian dimen-

sions. That’s good for concealed car-

ry, but it can make basic operation 

a bit of a chore at times. Like other 

Shield models, the .45 has a slide 

that is treated with black Armornite, 

a hardened nitride finish Smith & 

Wesson trademarked in 2015. It does 

a good job of standing up to the ele-

ments and protects guns against the 

corrosive effect of daily exposure to 

human perspiration.

The Shield’s sights are good for 

this class of guns: a front post with 

white dot and a rear sight with 

twin white dots, both of which are 

dovetailed into the slide and both 

of which are made of steel. The rear 

sight is drift adjustable via a set-

screw, and Smith & Wesson has done 

a good job balancing robust build 

quality and functional size with a 

snag-free design.

Rear slide serrations have an 

overlapping curved pattern that is 

quite functional and allows you to 

obtain a firm grasp on the slide. A 

large side-mounted extractor gets a 

hefty bite on a cartridge case, and a 

hole in the top of the slide acts as a 

loaded-chamber indicator. 

Grip texturing on the .45 aids 

in controlling the gun, and unlike 

some other carry guns, the Shield’s 

texturing isn’t so aggressive as to 

grate your skin like a roll of Havarti 

cheese, yet the gun stays put.

The success or failure of a particu-

lar carry gun model is often dictated 

by dimensions, so the size and weight 

of these guns bears some scrutiny. 

Smith & Wesson has a pretty good 

idea of what size gun works for most 

shooters, and in the original 9mm 

Shield the company   went with a gun 

weighing 19 ounces, a 3.1-inch barrel 

and a 0.95-inch width. The .45 ver-

sion needed to stay close to those fig-

ures, and with a 3.3-inch barrel the 

Shield .45 weighs just 1.5 additional 

ounces and is a scant 0.04 inch wider 

than the 9mm.

The .45 is 6.45 inches long, the 

9mm 6.1 inches. In real-world terms 
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<

 The texturing on the polymer grip was sufficient to keep the gun well in 
hand, no small feat for such a small pistol in such a big caliber.

<

 The gun’s diminutive controls proved a mixed blessing. The tiny safety 
wasn’t a hindrance, but the small slide-lock lever didn’t exactly speed 
reloading times.



these guns are identical in size. But 

they aren’t the same caliber, and the 

.45’s maw looks like a flare gun com-

pared with the 9mm version.

Of course, the big difference be-

tween the two is recoil. If the Shield 

.45 was going to win over customers 

who could just as easily buy a 9mm or 

.40—from Smith & Wesson or dozens 

of other manufacturers—then it was 

going to have to be a good dog whose 

backward bite remained manageable 

even with hot defensive loads.

Smith & Wesson provides two 

magazines with this gun, and that’s 

part of how it helps shooters manage 

recoil. The included six-round mag 

fits flush with the bottom of the gun, 

and the seven-round version is ex-

tended to offer plenty of space even 

for shooters whose hands resemble 

catcher’s mitts.

The idea is that the extended 

magazine will be used at the range 

since it offers more grip space and 

a higher cartridge capacity for less 

reloading. It’s also a great option as a 

spare magazine in a carry situation.

The flush-fit mag cuts capacity by 

one, but it makes the pistol easier to 

conceal. In truth, even with the stub-

by magazine in place, there’s still a 

fair amount of grip space. I have a 

relatively large hand, and even with 

the short magazine, I never hung a 

finger in space or felt cramped.

I carried the Shield for a few days 

before and after shooting it, and 

SMITH & WESSON
M&P45 SHIELD
TYPE: striker-fired semiauto

CALIBER: .45 ACP

CAPACITY: 6+1, 7+1

BARREL: 3.3 in.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 6.45/4.8/0.99 in. (w/

flush-fit mag)

WEIGHT: 20.5 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: Armornite-finished stain-

less steel slide; textured polymer grip

TRIGGER: striker, 6.5 lb. pull

SIGHTS: setscrew adjustable rear, post front

SAFETY: manual thumb (as tested), trigger

PRICE: $479

MANUFACTURER: Smith & Wesson,  

smith-wesson.com

RIFLESHOOTERMAG.COM
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it’s an easy gun to pack. I didn’t 

have a holster for this particular gun, 

but it fit just right in the ancient and 

somewhat tattered belly band I use 

while hiking and running.

The slim Shield sucks right up into 

your hip and disappears from view. 

The minimal controls make it easy to 

carry, and with the short magazine 

you can hide this gun under just 

about any level of clothing that won’t 

get you kicked out of church. I took 

the Shield on a four-mile run and had 

no problems; there simply aren’t any 

rough edges to chafe or jab.

From the bench I shot five groups 

of five shots with five different loads 

from 15 yards, a grand total of 125 

shots, in the span of a few hours. On 

top of that, I burned up just about 

every available round of .45 ammo 

shooting hostage targets and silhou-

ettes. The end result was a full day 

at the range and several hundred 

rounds, and I must say that while the 

Shield .45 can be a bit trying to shoot 

for extended periods of time from 

the bench, it wasn’t as bad as I had 

expected it would be.

The grip angle promotes a high 

hold, and the low bore axis pushes 

the gun backwards instead of snap-

ping the muzzle upward, which 

greatly reduces perceived recoil. The 

thin grip is rather deep—roughly 

two inches—and the aforementioned 

texturing helps with your hold. 

And, of course, a low-recoil train-

ing load further reduces the .45’s 

snap, and it was noticeably more 

comfortable to shoot the Winchester 

Train FMJ load at 715 fps than the 

other, hotter defense loads running 

100 fps faster.

Some people avoid purchasing low-

recoil practice ammo for fear their 

guns will fail to feed, but the Shield 

digested every load from the mild to 

A BIGGER SHIELD

<

 The M&P45 Shield was a joy to carry thanks to its small profile and its lack 
of sharp edges.

ACCURACY RESULTS | SMITH & WESSON M&P45 SHIELD
Bullet Muzzle Standard Avg.

.45 ACP Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Deviation (fps) Group (in.)

Hornady FTX 185 897 12.2 1.46

Barnes TAC-XPD 185 834 10.2 1.66

SIG Sauer Elite JHP 200 835 12.2 1.31

Winchester Train FMJ 230 715 14.6 1.35

Hornady XTP 230 866 10.9 1.71

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of five five-shot-shot groups at 15 yards from a fixed rest. Velocities are averages 
of 10 shots measured on a Shooting Chrony digital chronograph set 10 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviations: FMJ, full 
metal jacket; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint

Hidden in Plain Sight.

Make every room your “safe room” with dis-

creet home defense solutions by TacticalWalls. 

Designed to inconspicuously blend-in with the 

décor of your home, yet provide lightning-quick 

access when needed. TacticalWalls offers a full 

range of concealed storage options for every 

room in the house. Select models now available 

with RFID locking technology.

TacticalWalls.com
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the wild without a single hitch. The 

only noticeable difference—aside 

from lower recoil—was that the slide 

wouldn’t always lock open after the 

last shot with the Winchester training 

ammo.

With the other loads, the ones you’d 

be using for self-defense situations, 

the slide always locked open, which 

is critical for quick mag changes. In 

short, despite the fact that the Shield 

.45 has considerably more roar and 

more snap than its 9mm sibling, this 

isn’t a gun that is painful or unman-

ageable to shot.

The pistol shot well with a variety 

of different loads. In fact, until I 

broke out the calipers and calculator 

back in the office, I had no idea which 

load would win the day. Turns out it 

was the SIG Sauer V-Crown 200-grain 

jacketed hollowpoint load, which pro-

duced groups averaging 1.31 inches. 

The Winchester Train FMJ was next 

in line.

I was impressed by the consistency 

with every load tested in terms of ac-

curacy and velocity, and every ammo 

produced at least one sub-1.5 inch 

group. You don’t need to hit a soda 

can at 15 yards with your carry gun, 

but it’s nice to know you can. Ad-

ditionally, the sights were regulated 

dead nuts from the factory with no 

need to adjust.

The real test for a gun like this is 

shooting drills that mimic defensive 

shooting scenarios—offhand 

<

 Fitzpatrick really liked the all-steel 
three-dot sights. He particularly 
singled out how easy it was to track 
and acquire the conspicuous front-
sight dot.

JAGEMANN PROVIDES THE PERFORMANCE YOU EXPECT.
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and at close quarters. I used the 

Shield to run a number of drills, 

including lateral and vertical 

movement drills, hostage drills and 

double-taps with reloads.

During these tests the Shield per-

formed quite well. I feared the mini-

mized safety would cause problems, 

but that was never an issue. (And as 

an aside, the gun is also available 

without the manual safety.) The teeny 

slide stop button, however, added a 

few seconds to some of the magazine 

changes because it’s hard to hit that 

thing without jockeying the gun a bit.

The trigger is 6.5 pounds and a bit 

spongy but not beyond the norm with 

guns of this ilk, and there’s a smooth 

take-up and short reset.

The Shield gets high praise for its 

sights, and the seconds I lost fiddling 

for the slide release were probably 

made up by fast shot delivery, thanks 

to that big white dot front post that 

can be easily seen, buried in the 

center of the target, and quickly 

reacquired after each shot.

Churchill was a brilliant man, and 

he was right that there was a need for 

a compact, easy-to-use, reliable .45. 

But his idea for the “Little Monster” 

might have fallen short. Oh, but he 

would be chuffed with the new Smith 

& Wesson Shield .45. I don’t know that 

this gun could survive being dropped 

from airplanes behind enemy lines, 

but woe to the Axis soldier who came 

across a freedom fighter so armed—

or to the criminal who encounters a 

.45 Shield-carrying citizen.
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 While the pistol was much more pleasant to shoot with training loads, 
Fitzpatrick didn’t find it painful to shoot even with full-power stuff.
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D
o you remember the first time you fired a 

gun? If you’re like most, you were somewhat 

apprehensive, perhaps more worried about 

what the gun would do in your hand than 

whether or not you hit your target. Shoot-

ing is unnatural, especially for the neophyte. Even 

experienced shooters often flinch as they press the 

trigger—an instinctive effort to counteract the effects 

of recoil. In fact, anticipation of recoil is often touted 

as the No. 1 shooting error.

As if missing your first shot wasn’t bad enough, if 

you don’t effectively manage recoil, follow-up shots 

will be slower and less accurate. In order to be con-

fident in your shooting ability and in control of your 

gun, you need to tame the beast known as recoil. But 

given the fact that Newton’s Third Law—for every 

action, there is an equal and opposite reaction—is 

unyielding, how can this be accomplished?

One way to control recoil is through equipment se-

THERE’S NO AVOIDING 
RECOIL, BUT HERE’S 
HOW TO CONTROL IT.

TAMING THE BEAST
BY RICHARD NANCE | PHOTOS BY ALFREDO RICO

lection. Selecting a heavier handgun with a full-size 

grip and chambered in a smaller caliber will be much 

easier to control than a lightweight, subcompact gun 

in a larger caliber. Of course, a robust handgun in a 

smaller caliber such as a full-size .38 Special cham-

bered revolver might not be the most practical con-

cealed carry option because it’s relatively big, heavy 

and hard to hide.

Big-gun carry problems aside, I am a firm believer 

that the self-defense-minded shooter should learn to 

manage recoil through proper technique rather than 

be dependent on equipment. Recoil management 

techniques vary quite dramatically from one shoot-

ing school to another—and even from one shooter to 

another—but they start with a thorough understand-

ing of the fundamentals of marksmanship.

Of the fundamentals, grip is the most significant 

in controlling recoil, although it often goes hand in 

hand with stance. Twenty years ago, as a cadet in the 

police academy, I was taught a thumb-over-thumb 

hold. With this grip, the thumb of the non-dominant 

hand wraps over the dominant side thumb, with both 

thumbs bent downward at the knuckle. The fingers of 

the non-dominant hand encircle the knuckles of the 

dominant hand.

DECEMBER 2016/JANUARY 2017 HANDGUNS 43WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



TAMING THE BEAST

If you give it a try, you’ll see 

that this makes for a pretty solid 

grip. But the grip is augmented 

considerably by your shooting 

platform. After establishing the 

thumb-over-thumb grip, extend 

your arms partially and apply for-

ward pressure with your dominant 

hand and rearward pressure with 

the other hand. This creates iso-

metric tension that helps control 

the gun during recoil.

Many will recognize this grip 

and presentation as a component 

of the Weaver stance, named after 

Jack Weaver and popularized by 

Col. Jeff Cooper. It was preva-

lent in both law enforcement and 

competitive shooting circles for 

decades, and there are many varia-

tions.

As early as the mid-1980s, com-

petitive shooters started employ-

ing a more squared-up stance—as 

opposed to the bladed stance used 

in the Weaver—and adopting a 

thumbs-forward grip. This is the 

way I was retaught to shoot at the 

police firearms instructor course I 

attended in 2005.

In the thumbs-forward grip, you 

grip the gun with your dominant 

hand, but rather than bend your 

thumb down, you allow it to remain 

straight, aligned with the muzzle. 

This creates a void on the grip 

between the heel of your hand and 

your fingertips. Insert your other 

hand into the void and allow your 

fingers to overlap the fingers of 

your firing hand.

The heels of your hands should 

be in contact with the gun and 

each other, and the thumb of your 

non-dominant hand is also pointed 

forward, resting against the frame 

below the other thumb. This re-

sults in your hands covering virtu-

<

 In the thumbs-forward grip, the firing hand (l.) takes control of the gun and is then joined by the support hand (r.) to 
provide a secure 360-degree grip. Some trainers advocate having the support hand supply most of the gripping force, 
some say it should be equal.

ally 100 percent of the gun’s grip, 

and it’s why many shooters favor 

thumbs-forward over thumb-over-

thumb. Thumb-over-thumb results 

in a gap between the heels of your 

hands. This gap gives recoil a 

place to send your muzzle—in this 

case to your non-dominant side, 

which makes it harder to shoot to 

the same spot consistently.

As I mentioned, thumbs-forward 

brings with it a change in stance 

to more of an isosceles—square to 

the target with the arms fully ex-

tended for consistency and recoil 

absorption. The stance taught to 

me is not an exact isosceles be-

cause the gun-side foot is slightly 

rearward of the other foot. 

With the true isosceles, while 

your fully extended arms don’t 

send your muzzle left or right, they 

send the muzzle up, perhaps more 

than necessary. To compensate, 

many of the top competitive and 

tactical shooters advocate keeping 

a slight bend in your elbows. 

Recently, I took a course from 

Way of the Gun’s Frank Proctor, 

a former Special Forces operator 

and current competitive shooter. It 

made me rethink several aspects 

of shooting I had taken for granted, 

not the least of which was recoil 

<

 The thumbs-down grip tends to 
create a gap at the back of the grip, 
allowing the gun to shift during 
recoil.
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management. For starters, 

Proctor stresses that the arms play 

a huge role in recoil control and 

that grip counts a lot more than 

stance because you can’t count 

on being able to assume a proper 

stance in a gunfight.

He advocates shooting with arms 

bent, allowing the elbows to flex 

during recoil. The result is less 

muzzle flip, which translates to 

faster follow-up shots. And since 

one handgun round (regardless of 

caliber) is unlikely to immediately 

incapacitate your adversary, being 

able to hit your target in rapid suc-

cession until the threat is stopped 

is critical to your survival. Also, 

with your elbows unlocked, you 

can more easily transition between 

targets.

Proctor also rebuffs the popular 

notion that the non-dominant hand 

should account for the majority of 

your grip; I’ve heard other world-

class shooters say this, too.

He points out that when the 

pistol is properly gripped with 

the firing hand, it aligns with your 

forearm—a critical factor in man-

aging recoil. Further, the firing 

hand is better able to control recoil 

because the pistol is in the web of 

that hand and the thumb wraps 

around the back of the gun. Proctor 

advises that each hand should grip 

the pistol as though engaging in 

a firm handshake—in a “parallel 

grip,” with both thumbs as close as 

possible to parallel to the slide.
<

 While many say the thumbs don’t 
do anything other than help point the 
gun, at least one instructor (and some 
pros) say the support-hand thumb 
can apply inward pressure while the 
firing-hand thumb helps push down 
to control recoil.

<

 Stance is the other main component to managing recoil, and these days 
most shooters adopt a form of the isosceles stance in which the body is 
square to the target, the off foot back for support and elbows slightly bent.

TAMING THE BEAST
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Proctor stresses that con-

trolling recoil has a lot to do 

with striking the right balance 

between leverage and traction in 

your grip. One of the advantages 

of the thumbs-forward grip is that 

pointing your non-dominant thumb 

toward the target requires you to 

cam your wrist forward, essentially 

locking it in place. But when this 

camming is exaggerated, you can 

lose contact with the heels of your 

hands. In this case, you have a ton 

of leverage because your thumb is 

so far forward, but you are lacking 

the traction created by the heels of 

your hands remaining in contact.

On the flip side, some shooters 

maintain good contact with their 

hands but don’t have their non-

dominant thumb forward enough. 

They are good on traction but lack-

ing in leverage.

Proctor also has an interesting 

take on the role the thumbs play 

in establishing a solid grip. Many 

firearms instructors claim the 

thumbs play no role in your shoot-

ing grip other than to remain clear 

of the slide (contacting the slide 

could slow down reciprocation 

and induce a malfunction) and the 

slide stop lever (which could cause 

the slide to remain forward after 

the gun is fired empty). However, 

Proctor says the thumbs are criti-

cal in establishing a proper grip 

and thereby reducing the effect of 

recoil.

Thumb Pressure
In a technique Proctor attributes 

to world champion shooter Dave 

Sevigny, a right-handed shooter’s 

left thumb should be in contact 

with the frame of the pistol and ac-

tually apply slight inward pressure 

to counteract the natural tendency 

(for a righty) to push the gun left 

when shooting rounds in rapid 

succession. And instead of the 

dominant-hand thumb merely rest-

ing atop the other thumb, it applies 

downward pressure to minimize 

muzzle flip during recoil. (When 

shooting a 1911 pistol, the thumb 

safety serves as a built-in shelf for 

the dominant thumb to press down 

on.)

While Proctor emphasizes grip 

over stance in terms of recoil 

management, an aggressive stance 

helps a shooter stay on balance and 

mobile. A solid stance also provides 

stability to stay on your feet if shot 

or struck. As Kyle Lamb of Viking 

Tactics teaches, a good fighting 

stance enables the shooter to drive 

the gun back onto the target after 

each shot, as well as to transition 

from one target to the next. Lamb 

compares the hip motion required 

in driving the gun from target to 

target to that used to deliver an ef-

fective punch.

TAMING THE BEAST
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My shooting stance has changed 

several times over the years. I’ve 

settled on a stance where my body 

is square to the threat but my 

shooting-side foot is well behind 

my other foot. This enables me to 

easily engage targets to the left 

and right and move explosively in 

any direction. 

While they are major factors, 

stance and grip are only two 

components of recoil control. The 

trigger plays a role as well. Trigger 

reset is associated with recoil con-

trol in that it signals the shooter to 

prep the trigger for the next shot. 

Some highly proficient shooters 

actually prep the trigger while the 

gun is in recoil, which saves them 

from having to wait until the slide 

reciprocates to reset the trig-

ger. However, this is an advanced 

technique that requires extensive 

training.

For most of us, our finger re-

mains in contact with the trigger 

after firing, and when the gun re-

covers from recoil, we release the 

trigger just enough for it to reset, 

which is often something you can 

hear and feel.

If you let off the trigger com-

pletely, you need to take out all 

of the slack in order to fire again. 

This makes for a longer trigger 

press that opens the door for a 

shooting error to creep in and 

alter the trajectory of what should 

have been an accurate shot.

Prepping the trigger is not only 

a component of trigger control but 

also of follow through. As men-

tioned, Lamb advocates aggres-

sively driving the gun to the target 

after each shot, thus minimizing 

down time, enabling you to in-

crease your rate of fire. This is an 

element of follow-through.

Competitive shooters actually 

train to use recoil to their advan-

tage. For example, after knocking 

down the first plate of a plate rack, 

they use the recoil to transition the 

gun to the next plate, upon which 

their eyes are already focused. 

(In the real world, it’s important 

to make sure the rounds you’ve 

fired have neutralized the threat 

before moving to the next potential 

threat.)

Regardless of your skill level, 

you can’t eliminate recoil, but you 

need to understand how you can 

control its negative effects with 

proper grip, stance, trigger ma-

nipulation and follow-through.

And, of course, there is more 

than one way to skin a cat. You 

need to experiment to see which 

method works best for you. Un-

like many aspects of shooting that 

can be practiced during dry-fire 

exercises, to tame the beast called 

recoil, you need to actually shoot 

your gun.
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I
n days of yesteryear, shooters cast their own bullets 

because of the lack of available reloading compo-

nent bullets; because they could enhance perfor-

mance by sizing to match gun-specific bore diam-

eters and by varying the hardness of the alloy used; 

and because if you wanted to shoot a lot, casting made 

good economical sense.

These days, if you’ve got a job that provides well for 

you and your family, casting your own handgun bullets 

doesn’t make good economical sense. Once you’ve pur-

chased the initial equipment, set it all up, scrounged 

old wheelweights or scrap lead, and then put in the 

time to actually cast the bullets, you could have more 

easily just put in a few hours of overtime and pur-

chased factory-cast projectiles of the same type or even 

jacketed component bullets.

However, casting your own still makes sense perfor-

mance-wise, and many casters find making their own bul-

lets to be therapeutic. If you discover you’re one of them, 

you can support your shooting habit plus beat stress.

Aside from recreational shooting, what are cast bul-

lets good for? For starters, assuming a correct alloy 

that doesn’t leave deposits of lead in your handgun’s 

rifling, lead bullets are extremely easy on barrels. 

In fact, many old-time shooters allege they actually 

smooth and polish a barrel. Maybe, but cast bullets can 

significantly increase the performance of old handguns 

with oversize bores because bullets sized in an oversize 

die provide a tight seal in the rifling.

For those who hunt with handguns, heavy semi-wad-

cutter profile cast bullets offer outstanding performance 

on big game. Cast bullets can—with certain caveats—be 

  BY JOSEPH VON BENEDIKT

CASTING YOUR LOT
THE BASICS (AND THE FUN) OF CASTING 
YOUR OWN BULLETS.
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mulation destroys accuracy). In very mild loads, they do 

offer a bit of enhanced self-defense performance.

Regardless of why you want to cast your own bullets, 

getting started is simple. It can be accomplished with 

nothing more than a small cast iron pot on a gas burner, 

a bullet mold and a dipper for ladling the molten metal 

into the mold. Lyman leads today’s equipment suppli-

ers for casting, and the company’s Big Dipper starter 

kit ($105) includes everything you need other than the 

bullet mold of your choice and handles. It includes the 

4th Edition Cast Bullet Handbook, which I consider to be 

the critical reference for bullet casters, and in addition 

to in-depth how-to articles, it has extensive load data for 

a vast selection of cartridges.

Choosing a mold that will help you get the best out of 

your favorite handgun is a broad topic. The best way in 

the beginning is to get on the Internet, read the manufac-

turer’s comments and order one that’s touted as versatile 

and popular for your caliber. Note that I wrote “order” 

one. Few gun stores carry a wide selection of bullet cast-

ing products. So don’t be in a hurry and just order what 

you need online or from catalogs.

Production molds such as those produced by Lyman 

and RCBS are fairly inexpensive, will provide years of 

good service and constitute perhaps 70 percent of the 

mold blocks I use. However, the finest molds are custom 

versions, produced one at a time by master makers. 

Custom molds function smoothly, create incredibly con-

sistent, concentric bullets and drop those bullets out of 

the cavities without struggle. The best handgun molds 

I’ve used are by Heavy Metal Molds, made in Utah and 

sold through Discount Guns & Ammo (DiscountGun 

AnDAmmo.com).

Handgun molds typically come in two-cavity and four-

cavity versions. Once you get good at it, a higher number 

of cavities speeds up casting, but the larger molds are 

harder to cast with.

When setting up, do so on a sturdy surface, either out-

doors or in a well-ventilated place. I cast in my garage, 

with the garage door and window both open. Lead is 

toxic, and without good ventilation, the vapors can be 

harmful. A small fan placed at the window can help push 

vapors out and create fresh air flow.

Be sure to wear eye protection, gloves, a long-sleeve 

shirt and pants, and closed-top shoes. Hot lead frag-

ments—and in drastic cases, splashes—aren’t what you 

want adhering to your unprotected skin.

Fold an old towel and place it beside your melting pot 

or furnace to drop bullets on. When fresh out of the mold, 

they’re slightly soft, and the towel will cushion their 

landing and prevent deformation. Plus, you don’t want to 

burn the surface of your bench.

Heat your pot, laying ingots of lead alloy, scrap lead, 

wheelweights or whatever material you’re using (see 

sidebar) against the sides of the pot, and let it heat 
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appropriate for self-defense purposes. Since most cast 

handgun bullets don’t expand on impact, I consider only 

the bigger diameter calibers such as .44 and .45 adequate 

for personal protection because their blunt noses and 

generous frontal areas enable them to impart energy 

efficiently. But be warned: Due to their general lack of 

expansion, over-penetration is going to be a big problem.

A few molds designed to cast hollowpoint bullets 

are available, and when bullets are cast soft, they can 

expand on impact and enhance terminal performance. 

Examples are Lyman’s 9mm mold No. 356637, which 

drops bullets of 125 grains, and .45 caliber mold No. 

452374, which produces bullets of 180 grains. The trouble 

with casting bullets of soft alloy, however, is they can’t be 

pushed to high velocities without leading (more or less 

soldering trace amounts of lead into the rifling; accu-
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slowly, adding material as the 

chunks melt and pool in the bottom 

of the pot. Once melted, lift out any 

steel wheelweight brackets or other 

non-lead bits that have floated to the 

top and set them to cool somewhere 

prior to disposal.

Sneak into the pantry and chop the 

bottom end off of one of your wife’s 

beeswax candles (What? You don’t 

have beeswax candles? Beeswax 

is widely available in other forms.) 

Back at your casting site, trim off a 

pea-size chunk and drop it into the 

molten lead. Pungent beeswax-and-

lead smoke will erupt. Touch a match 

to it to convert the smoke to vapor.

Stir the melted, burning wax into 

the lead, a process called “fluxing,” 

which mixes the alloy and helps 

dross to separate and float to the top. 

With the alloy well mixed and the 

wax burned off, scrape any dross off 

with an old spoon. You’re ready to 

begin casting.

Before pouring the first bullets, 

I “smoke” the mold cavity with a 

match. This deposits a thin layer of 

soot and, according to old-timers, 

assists bullets in dropping freely out 

of the mold. If your mold is new, or if 

it’s been oiled for long-term storage, 

first degrease it with rubbing alcohol 

or, better yet, an aerosol-powered 

degreaser.

Pouring from a ladle or using a 

spigot at the bottom of a pot are simi-

lar but require different techniques. 

With a ladle, give the molten alloy a 

quick stir and lift from the bottom 

of the pot, which keeps the alloy 

mixed and fills the ladle with hot, 

clean lead rather than slightly cooled 

surface material with dross floating 

in it. Tilt the mold sideways, press 

the ladle’s spout against the top of 

the mold, and rotate them in tandem, 

enabling the molten lead to flow out 

of the ladle and into the mold.

When it’s full and hot lead begins 

to squeeze out around the spout, 

keep the mold level and rotate the 

ladle away from it. Lead will spill 

over the top of the mold; don’t worry 

about it.

Put the ladle back in the lead pot 

and hold the mold steady while the 

puddle atop the sprue cutter cools 

and solidifies. (The sprue is the pud-

dle atop the mold; the sprue cutter is 

the plate atop the mold that rotates 

and cuts the sprue from the bullet).

The puddle is critical to filling 

the mold at the bullets’ base. Lead 

shrinks as it cools, and without a 

molten reservoir topside to pull 

from, the base will be left with a 

small hole in its center.

When filling the mold from a spigot 

at the bottom of an electric lead 

furnace, position the mold below 

the spigot, lift the handle that al-

lows lead to pour, and lower it when 

molten lead begins to pool atop the 

mold. Sometimes, such as when cast-

ing from straight wheelweights, it 

helps to hold the tapered hole in the 

sprue cutter firmly against the 
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LEAD ALLOYS FOR 
HANDGUN ROUNDS
Wheelweights—the small weights that 

tire shops use to balance the tires on your 

car—are a cheap source of lead in an 

alloy that works great in handgun car-

tridges. It’s a mix of 95.5 percent lead, 4.0 

percent antimony—which hardens the 

lead enough that it grips the rifling well 

and withstands reasonably high velocities 

without leading up the bore of your fire-

arm—and 0.50 percent tin. Wheelweights 

rate about a nine on the Brinell Hardness 

Number scale.

Some modern wheelweights are made 

of steel or aluminum, so you’ll have to sort 

them, which is a dirty job. You can elimi-

nate the steel ones by scratching them 

with a screwdriver—lead will gouge, steel 

will skate—or with a magnet. Aluminum 

wheelweights are harder to sort, but the 

good news is that you can just throw the 

lot into your melting pot. The aluminum 

and steel—including the steel brackets 

that hold the weights to the wheels—will 

float to the top and can be lifted off with 

an old spoon, leaving nothing but wheel-

weight lead alloy in your pot.

Pure wheelweight alloy doesn’t cast 

particularly well, so add a bit of lead/tin 

solder—enough to bring the alloy to five 

percent tin, which makes it flow and fill 

the edges and hollows in your mold much 

more easily. The formula, according to the 

Lyman book, is nine pounds of wheel-

weights and one pound of 50/50 lead/

tin solder.

Now you’ve created an alloy known as 

Lyman No. 2, a long-standing staple in the 

cast-bullet community. With a Brinell of 

about 15, it works well for most handgun 

and rifle bullets and casts beautifully. No. 

2 alloy can also be purchased online in 

one-pound ingots. It’ll cost you a bit more, 

but eliminates a lot of hassle.

There are other sources, but these are 

the two main ones suitable for modern 

handgun use.
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bottom of the spigot and allow 

the pressure of the molten metal in 

the pot above to force the cavity full. 

As traces of hot lead begin to leak 

around the spigot, lower it slightly 

and allow a puddle to form atop the 

sprue cutter. As the puddle hardens 

(which it will do almost immediately 

until the mold comes up to appro-

priate temperature), it will change 

from a mirror-bright silver color to a 

frosty pewter color.

Using a section cut from a one-

inch oak dowel, an old hammer 

handle or similar tool, rap the end 

of the sprue cutter smartly to cut the 

sprue. Hit it straight to avoid bend-

ing or otherwise distorting the sprue 

cutter and the screw it hinges on. 

One or two good raps should suffice 

to cut the sprue.

The first several bullets you cast 

from a cold mold will look awful, 

with massive wrinkles and rounded 

edges. Fear not. As the mold heats 

up, the cavities will fill more com-

pletely, and as it reaches sufficient 

temperature that the lead doesn’t 

cool prematurely as it flows, bullets 

will come out with smooth, shiny 

how the casting is going.

When finished, quickly sort your 

bullets and return any with flaws 

to the pot, add any cut sprues and 

pour the remaining molten material 

into an ingot mold. After the ingots 

cool, scratch the alloy type into each 

somewhere—as in “No. 2” or “WW” 

for wheelweights.

Cast bullets need to be lubed in 

order to avoid leading up the bore 

of your handgun and sized—swaged 

to perfect diameter—to enable best 

performance. Lubing and sizing 

cast bullets is a topic in itself, but in 

short, two methods are commonly 

used: You can tumble them in lube 

and shoot without sizing, or you can 

lube and size in a purpose-built 

press, such as Lyman’s 4500 Lube 

Sizer or RCBS’s Lube-A-Matic bullet 

sizer/lubricator.

Sizer/lubricators must be fit with a 

die that swages cast bullets to perfect 

roundness and diameter—whatever 

you choose—and lubes them via holes 

into which bullet lube is injected 

under pressure. Properly set, the 

lube fills the grease groove or grooves 

in the cast bullet without mess or 

fuss. It’s simpler than it sounds. Place 

a bullet into the sizer die, pull the 

handle, raise the handle, and remove 

the sized and lubricated bullet.

You’ve cast, sorted, sized, and 

lubed your bullets. Clean up around 

the bench, unplug your melting pot 

or turn off the gas under it, and go 

load those lovely, shiny projectiles 

into your favorite cartridge cases.

surfaces and nice sharp edges and 

bases.

As the lead begins to fill the mold 

more completely, bullets will become 

more difficult to shake out of the 

mold blocks. Tap lightly on the hinge 

of your mold handles to knock the 

bullets free. Don’t ever hit the mold 

blocks themselves.

If your cast bullets take on a frosty 

appearance, the lead or mold is too 

hot. Back off the heat and cast a bit 

more slowly. Also watch for lead 

smears on the sliding surfaces of the 

mold block face and the sprue cutter. 

Smears indicate you’re cutting the 

sprue too early, before the lead has 

had time to cool adequately. That 

buildup is difficult to remove, so 

avoid it if possible.

If needed, you can adjust the 

tension of the sprue cutter via the 

screw it hinges on. The cutter should 

rotate smoothly, with a minimum of 

effort, but not freely. Once set, be 

sure to tighten the small Allen-head 

lock screw in the side of the mold to 

secure the hinge screw.

As bullets begin dropping clean 

and perfect from the mold, you’ll 

get in a rhythm, scooping up scrap 

sprues and adding them back into the 

pot while you allow the most recent 

pour to cool slightly before knocking 

the sprue cutter around and shaking 

the bullets out onto the folded towel.

Flux every now and then to be 

sure the alloy stays well mixed and 

to burn any dross out of it. I flux 

every 30 to 50 bullets, depending on 
<

 Be sure to allow molten lead to 
puddle atop the sprue cutter. As the 
lead inside hardens and shrinks, it 
will pull from the molten puddle 
topside. When the lead is hard, rap 
the sprue cutter before freeing the 
bullets.

< When finished 
casting, sort your 
bullets and add 
those with 
blemishes back to 
the pot, then pour 
the remaining 
molten lead into 
ingots.

CASTING YOUR LOT
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I
f you wander across Europe, it is pretty 

common to find companies that have 

been in business for hundreds of years. 

American history works on a much 

smaller scale, and here a business’s suc-

cess is measured in decades, not centuries. 

So it’s pretty impressive that in 2016 Reming-

ton celebrated its 200th anniversary.

Recently, Remington has gone back to its 

roots, in a way. The Remington R51 is a mod-

ernized version of the successful Remington 

Model 51 designed by John Pedersen and 

produced by Remington from 1918 to 1927. 

None other than John Moses Browning pro-

claimed Pedersen “the greatest gun designer 

in the world.” Remington was looking for 

a modernized version of the Model 51, and 

after a bit more trial and error than it had 

anticipated, the R51 is now available.

The original Model 51 was chambered in 

.32 ACP, then .380 ACP. Small auto pistols 

chambered in 9mm are all the rage now, how-

ever, and converting the Model 51’s design to 

handle not just 9mm but also 9mm +P loads 

took a bit of work, but the end result is more 

than just a bit interesting.

The R51 is a bit old school in that it is a 

single-action pistol with a grip safety and a 

metal frame—in this case aluminum. Cham-

bered in 9mm, the pistol is supplied with 

two seven-round stainless magazines that sit 

flush with the frame. It has a 3.4-inch barrel 

and weighs 22.6 ounces.

Trigger pull on my sample was a crisp five 

pounds even, and Remington lists the trigger 

pull weight range as 4.5 to 6.5 pounds. The 

polymer trigger has a smooth face and pivots 

at the top. Total trigger travel, measured 

at the tip, was 3/8 inch. The only odd thing 

about the trigger is you need to bring the 

trigger back all the way to the front to get it 

to reset.

And then there’s the gun’s appearance. My 

fiancée accompanied me to the range on the 

day I had to chronograph a number of guns 

including the R51 (I know how to show a girl 

a good time), and upon seeing it she said: 

“That looks like a spy gun. That looks like 

something James Bond should be carrying.” 

She’s not wrong. I imagine that if in 1951 I 

wanted to design a pistol that looked like it 

came from the future, the pistol would look a 

lot like the R51. The R51 does resemble the 

original Model 51, but no one will confuse 

the two.

REMINGTON’S LONG-
AWAITED 9MM TAKES 
CENTER STAGE.
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This pistol is so different 

from most pistols offered today I’m 

not sure where to start. How about 

the grip safety? Instead of a small 

lever at the top of the frame pivoting 

at the top, like the 1911, the R51’s 

spring-loaded aluminum grip safety 

encompasses the entire backstrap of 

the frame and pivots at the bottom.

Depressing it less than an eighth 

of an inch at the top deactivates the 

safety. If you try to pull the trigger 

without the grip safety depressed 

the trigger does not move at all. On 

my sample it took 4.75 pounds of 

pressure at the top of the frame to 

depress the grip safety.

Many people looking at the R51’s 

true no-snag rear sight might think 

it is pointed in the wrong direction, 

but think again. What part of the 

rear sight hooks on a pocket or a 

purse during the draw? The sharp 

edge to the rear, which the Reming-

ton engineers have done away with 

by adding sloping ears that follow 

the profile of the slide. The sight pic-

ture is three dots with a crisp notch 

in the rear and a post front, and it 

works well. The sights are steel and 

dovetailed into the slide.

The trigger guard is undercut to 

allow as much room as possible to 

get fingers on the frame, and the 

REMINGTON 
R51
TYPE: single action semiauto

CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 7+1

BARREL LENGTH: 3.4 in.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 6.7/4.6/1.1 in.

WEIGHT: 22.6 oz.

GRIPS: Polymer

SIGHTS: steel 3-dot; rear drift adjustable for 

windage via setscrew

SAFETY: grip

TRIGGER: 5 lb. pull (measured)

PRICE: $448

MANUFACTURER: Remington, remington.com
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front of the frame is checkered. 

Between the aggressive checkering 

and the flatness of the frame, the 

pistol didn’t slip or twist in my hand. 

As sure as it felt in my hand, there 

are no sharp edges on the gun to 

catch on a pocket—although you’ll 

need a pretty big pocket to swallow 

this gun.

While the frame is aluminum, 

the black grip panels of the pistol 

are polymer and held in place by 

Allen-head screws. Remington 

mentioned during the initial rollout 

of the pistol that it planned to offer 

different color grip panels for style/

contrast, but as I write this they are 

not yet available. The ambidextrous 

magazine release is checkered steel 

and shaped like a teardrop.

The stainless steel barrel is not 

attached to the frame, but it does 

not move during the recoil cycle. As 

a result, this pistol has an extremely 

low bore axis, contributing to its low 

felt recoil and reduced muzzle rise. 

Remington is advertising a 25 per-

cent reduction in muzzle rise due to 

the low bore and recoil-absorbing 

properties of the Pedersen breech-

block (more on that in a second).

I don’t know how much the block 

might have to do with that, but I can 

tell you that lowering the bore of a 

pistol is one sure way to drastically 

reduce muzzle rise and felt recoil—

and the R51’s is the lowest around.

Readers paying attention might 

wonder if the R51 is a straight 
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blowback design, seeing as the 

barrel doesn’t tilt, but the answer to 

that is no. Instead of a tilting barrel 

to delay the recoil impulse, the R51 

features a tilting breechblock inside 

the slide.

This breechblock was in the origi-

nal Model 51 and is referred to by 

most people as the Pedersen block, 

and it has been tweaked to handle 

9mm +P. The extractor is part of the 

breechblock, while the ejector is at-

tached to the frame. There is a hole 

in the top of the slide that acts as a 

loaded-chamber indicator.

The pistol features a hard-

chromed “action spring bushing” 

inside the slide around the barrel. 

Instead of it being near the muzzle, 

as you’ll find with most pistols, it 

fits between the end of the slide 

and the shoulder of the barrel’s 

chamber—and in fact you can see it 

forward of the barrel hood through 

the ejection port when the slide is 

closed, making it appear as if the 

barrel is a two-piece design. The 

recoil spring fits over the barrel and 

rides between the bushing and the 

end of the slide.

The frame is big enough for most 

people to be able to get their entire 

hand on it. That fact alone, forget 

the 6.7x4.6-inch dimensions, tells 

me describing this pistol as a “sub-

compact”—as Remington does—is 

ACCURACY RESULTS | REMINGTON R51
Bullet Muzzle Standard Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Deviation Group (in.)

Ruger ARX 80 1,364 7 3.7

Barnes TAC-XPD +P 115 993 12 2.9

SIG Elite FMJ 115 1,055 6 3.5

Rem. Golden Saber Bonded JHP 124 997 14 3.1

SIG Elite JHP 124 1,057 18 3.2

Hornady Critical Duty +P 135 960 7 3.4

Federal HST JHP 150 832 19 2.8

Notes: Accuracy results are the averages of four five-shot groups at 25 yards from a sandbag rest. Velocities are aver-
ages of 10 shots measured with an Oehler Model 35P 12 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviations: FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, 
jacketed hollowpoint

a bit of a misnomer.Compared to, 

say, a Colt Single Action Army the 

original Model 51 in 1918 might have 

seemed dainty, but in this modern 

era, in my opinion, the R51 hovers 

somewhere between compact and 

midsize. That said, it is flat. It’s 

1.1-inch wide at the slide stop, with 

the rest of the pistol being almost 

exactly one inch thick.

The slide serrations are flat-

bottomed and curved to match the 

profile of the rear of the slide. Not 

only do they look good, but also they 

work. There are smaller match-

ing serrations on either side of the 

frame near the front of the trigger 

guard.

Their mere presence at this loca-

tion tells me at least one of the R51’s 

designers is a serious shooter. The 

frame serrations are exactly where 

your support hand thumb rests 

when shooting with a proper two-

handed hold and where your trigger 

finger rests when it is outside of the 

trigger guard and indexed along 

the frame. The bottom edge of the 

slide is also beveled to prevent your 

hand from being sliced up by this 

extremely low-sitting pistol.

I was asked repeatedly about the 

R51 not long after I attended its 

introductory event, and I told every-

one I liked the pistol and enjoyed 

shooting it and thought it would 

make a good carry gun. I think a 

good comparison would be to put 

the R51 up against the similarly 

sized Smith & Wesson M&P9 Shield, 

which I own. The R51 has a slightly 

longer barrel/slide and weighs a 

few ounces more, but it has a better 

trigger, less muzzle rise, the same 

capacity and much more distinctive 

looks, all for the same price.

Because it is still, at heart, an old 

design, disassembly and reassembly 

of the R51 is a bit more involved 

than what you might be used to. For 

example, those notches near the 

end of the barrel aren’t threading 

for a suppressor but rather ser-

rations for gripping during disas-

sembly. Read the directions in the 
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 Those aren’t suppressor threads—they’re for gripping 
during disassembly. While the R51 isn’t a straight 
blowback gun, the barrel does remain fixed while a recoil 
block behind it tilts during the firing process.

<

 The R51 is a modern take on the Model 51, which dates 
to the early 20th century. But even today it has a decid-
edly futuristic look, and it’s chambered to 9mm instead of 
the original .32 and .380.

owner’s manual, and I’d also seri-

ously recommend the how-to video 

on Remington’s product page. Once 

the pistol is properly field-stripped, 

the slide becomes nothing more 

than a hollow shell.

I wouldn’t be doing my job if I 

didn’t at least mention the initial 

introduction of the R51, coming up 

on three years past. It was on the 

cover of a number of gun maga-

zines, but when production samples 

first started going out, it was 

discovered that some of the guns 

could fire out of battery. Suddenly, 

it seemed the cool thing to do in 

the firearms press was dump on 

Remington, but I never jumped on 

that bandwagon.

As I mentioned, I was at the 

initial rollout of the R51 at Gun-

site and was one of a dozen or so 

gun writers who put 2,000 rounds 

through 10 or so preproduction 



R51s over the course of two 

hours. I shot the gun until my hand 

was sore, and then I shot it some 

more—200 rounds or so as fast as I 

could load magazines.

I really liked the gun’s looks and 

performance. The only problem we 

had at the event was with trigger 

reset when the guns got dirty, but 

the Remington people had told us 

ahead of time they were having 

trigger reset issues on the proto-

types, so I didn’t worry about it. 

None of the guns we shot experi-

enced the problem that forced the 

recall.

As soon as Remington discovered 

there was a problem, it recalled all 

the pistols and did not reintroduce 

the R51 until it had the problem 

solved. (Remington also improved 

a few other features, such as the 

extractor.) Awkward, maybe, but 

honorable.

Which brings us back to the gun 

I reviewed for this article. Apart 

from one unexplained failure to 

extract (a Wolf Gold 147-grain 

jacketed hollowpoint) in the first 

10 rounds, I didn’t experience any 

other problems with the R51 in the 

200 rounds or so I put through it in 

two visits to the range.

It has a sharp recoil impulse that 

seems nearly straight back. The 

muzzle on my pistol went up and 

slightly to the right during recoil, 

but the front sight came right back 

down where it was supposed to. 

I found that my sample was hit-

ting about three inches right at 10 

yards, but loosening the set screw 

and drifting the rear sight in the 

dovetail is an easy fix.

If you check the accompanying 

chart, you’ll see the short 3.4-inch 

barrel bled off some velocity. Some 

loads I tried had really stout recoil 

(the SIG JHPs, Hornady Critical 

Duty), while others (Barnes, Ruger 

ARX, Federal HST) were soft 

shooting. The more rounds I fired 

through the pistol, the smoother 

the R51’s action got.

One positive aspect of the R51 
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taking so long to reach the public 

is that by the time you see one 

there will be all sorts of acces-

sories available for the pistol. 

Accompanying my test pistol were 

four holsters made specifically for 

the R51—inside-the-waistband 

models by Talon and CrossBreed 

and outside-the-waistband models 

by Galco and DeSantis.

Remington is also offering a 

version of the R51 with a factory-

installed Crimson Trace trigger-

guard laser for an extra $200. And 

if you want additional magazines 

for your R51, they’re available 

from Remington for $30 apiece.

For a concealable carry gun, 

the gun shoots as well or better 

than a lot of full-size pistols I’ve 

reviewed. This is due to four fac-

tors: natural pointability, a great 

trigger, low bore and a checkered 

frame big enough to get all of your 

fingers on.

On its website, Remington has 

a video of pro shooter Travis To-

masie running steel targets faster 

with an R51 than most people 

could with an AR-15. Yes, he’s a 

professional shooter known for his 

speed, but the R51 is one of those 

guns that begs to be shot—and 

makes you look good when you’re 

shooting it.

Logic tells me if there was ever 

a gun that was torture tested to 

extreme lengths before being 

released to the public, it is the new 

R51—simply so Remington doesn’t 

have to go through such a head-

ache again. And I have a sneaking 

suspicion people may be hesitant 

to consider the new R51 due to the 

issues with the old one and fallout 

that followed. My advice? If you 

like the unique looks of the R51, 

buy one.



DAN WESSON’S 10MM AUTO IS  
A LONGSLIDE 1911 PERFECT 
FOR WHEN YOU NEED BIG 
POWER IN THE FIELD.

THE BRAWNY BRUIN
BY PATRICK SWEENEY
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F
or a long time if you wanted serious horse-

power in a handgun, your choice was simple: 

.44 Magnum. If you wanted power in a pistol 

other than the Desert Eagle, you were pretty 

much left out in the cold. And then came the 

10mm. No sooner had it been unveiled than there 

were serious efforts to tone it down and make it a met-

ric .45 ACP. And then the FBI denatured it so much it 

morphed into the .40 S&W—not what people want for 
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hunting, bear defense or any other use for a heavy-

hitting handgun that can actually be worn instead of 

lugged.

But all along there were full-power 10mm loads to 

be had, and handloading was always an option. In the 

last few years the 10mm has started to see greater re-

spect and increased horsepower. The Federal Trophy 

Bonded load of a few years ago—a tough 180-grain 

bullet at a listed 1,275 fps—is a perfect example.

But what 10mm handgun should you select if you 

are looking for a bear defense or hunting pistol? The 

simple answer is a Dan Wesson Bruin.

The Bruin is a longslide 1911 with a 6.3-inch barrel. 

Yes, this does make for an overall length that would 

be difficult to carry concealed, but Dan Wesson de-

signed this for field use to be carried on a belt or in a 

shoulder holster. It’s no larger, and a lot flatter, than a 

.44 Magnum wheelgun with a six-inch barrel.

The Bruin might seem an odd gun choice for Dan 

Wesson to produce, so I asked a company rep about 

the decision. “It was something missing from the 

lineup,” Danae Hale told me. “And it’s something our 

customers had been asking for.”

WWW.HANDGUNS.COM



THE BRAWNY BRUIN

The slide sports a Dan Wes-

son adjustable rear sight, and the 

front sight features a green fiber-

optic rod housed in a sturdy steel 

sight. Even better, the front sight 

also houses a tritium lamp, en-

abling the sight to do double-duty. 

In daylight, the fiber optic gath-

ers light and gives you a glowing 

dot. As the light fades, the tritium 

inside provides the illumination to 

keep the front sight dot visible.

The slide has been sculpted in an 

interesting manner. The top is flat, 

with a machined-in rib that has 

fine grooves running the length of 

the slide. Outboard of this rib are 

flats on each side; the forward por-

tion of the slide is like a tombstone 

in cross-section.

The ejection port is lowered, and 

the brass clearance relief on the 

rear is machined in two sections—

one dish atop the slide and one im-

mediately behind the ejection port, 

a nice-looking setup that provides 

for sure ejection.

The front of the slide has cocking 

serrations, and the bushing and 

recoil spring retainer also come in 

for some interesting and pleasing 

contours. The bushing is beveled 

around its perimeter, and the 

muzzle of the barrel is given a full-

diameter 11-degree crown, flush 

with the bushing. The bottom of the 

bushing, and the front end of the 

recoil spring retainer, as well as 

the slide, are cut back at an angle 

to make it easier to get the Bruin 

back into a holster.

And as a nice touch on the front 

end, the dust cover/recoil spring 

tunnel relief cuts are done with a 

ball-end cutter, echoing the origi-

nal 1911 profile. I like it.

The barrel is a match tube, with 

the muzzle end slightly bumped up 

in diameter to provide a snug but 

smooth fit to the bushing, while the 

lesser-diameter portion behind 

it gives the slide a no-friction run 

during cycling. At the rear, the bar-

rel has an integral feed ramp, and 

the frame is machined to accept it.

The fit of the slide to the frame 

and the barrel to the slide are mod-

els of proper pistolsmithing. There 

is no gap between the rails of the 

frame and the slide at the rear 

DAN WESSON
BRUIN
TYPE: 1911

CALIBER: .45 ACP, 10mm (tested)

CAPACITY: 8+1

BARREL: 6.3 in.

OVERALL LENGTH: 9.7 in.

WIDTH: 1.5 in.

WEIGHT: 44 oz.

FINISH: black and bronze bonded coating

GRIPS: G10

SIGHTS: Trijicon adjustable rear, tritium/

fiber-optic front

TRIGGER: 4.5 lb. pull

PRICE: $2,194

MANUFACTURER: Dan Wesson, cz-usa.com

<

 The Dan Wesson rear sight is fully adjustable, and the grips have a unique 
pattern that provides a non-slip grip where your fingers contact it but are 
smooth elsewhere for easy hand positioning.

above the grip safety. The slide fits 

to the frame with only the merest 

hint of wobble, and it wobbled only 

when I used full hand strength to 

see if I could make it move. The 

barrel locks up smoothly, and there 

is no movement to be felt once they 

are together.

When Dan Wesson assembles the 

Bruin, the stainless steel frame, 

slide and barrel are all fitted at one 

bench, and that trio stays together. 

The slide bears the frame serial 

number (and not just the last three 

digits, either) so you know they’ve 

been a team since Day One.

“All of our guns are now fit and 

finished exactly the same way,” 

Hall said. “All top of the line.”

It’s worth noting that Dan Wes-

son used to outsource some of its 

10mm parts, but with the renewed 

interest in the 10mm, the company 

now makes everything that matters 

in-house.

The attention to detail carries 

over in small ways. I noticed the 

upper rear of the recoil spring 

guide rod was beveled. Sometimes, 

if the dimensions stack just the 

wrong way, the bottom barrel lug 

can bear on the top of the recoil 

spring guide boss. An experienced 

pistolsmith will look for this and 

will bevel if needed. Well, Dan 

Wesson simply bevels it and then 

polishes it bright to match. Well 

done.
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The recoil spring retain-

ing tube is machined to accept a 

standard-length recoil spring, and 

Dan Wesson installs a 22-pounder 

to accommodate full-power 10mm 

ammo.

As I mentioned, the frame is ma-

chined to accept the integral-ramp 

barrel, but I also noticed another 

ACCURACY RESULTS | DAN WESSON BRUIN
Bullet Muzzle Standard Avg.

10mm Auto Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Deviation Group (in.)

Hornady Critical Duty 175 1,094 8 2.00

Hornady XTP 180 1,212 5 1.50

HPR JHP 180 1,313 6 1.70

SIG V-Crown 180 1,257 14 1.75

Federal Trophy Bonded 180 1,298 10 2.00

ProGrade JHP 180 1,220 13 2.10

Wilson Combat XTP 180 1,331 17 2.20

Hornady XTP 200 1,144 10 1.80

CCI TMJ Blazer 200 1,042 7 2.20

DoubleTap WFNGC 200 1,236 10 2.40

Buffalo Bore LTC 220 1,203 16 2.40

Notes: Accuracy results are averages of five five-shot groups over a Sinclair shooting rest at 25 yards. Velocities are 
averages of 10 shots, measured by a LabRadar chrono set to measure velocity 15 feet from the muzzle. Abbreviations: 
JHP, jacketed hollowpoint; LTC, lead truncated cone; TC-FMJ, truncated cone full metal jacket; WFNGC, wide flat-nose 
gas check

detail: the ejector. It is fashion-

able in many circles to install an 

extended ejector, just to make sure 

empties exit when their job is done. 

You need that with short cartridge 

cases or light loads, neither of 

which applies to the 10mm. So 

Dan Wesson correctly installed a 

normal-length ejector.

<

 The front of the slide features cocking serrations, and the bottom of the 
bushing and the slide are cut back at an angle for easier holstering.

< The slide top 
features a serrated  

rib that leads to a front 
sight perfect for 

hunting and other field 
uses: a fiber optic 

combined with tritium.
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Inside the frame, Dan Wesson 

has installed an aluminum trigger, 

which bears on tool-steel sear and 

hammer for a clean, crisp trigger 

pull. 

The trigger pull is a nice 4.5 

pounds, and it’s so clean you’d be 

fooled into thinking it’s lighter. I 

gave a group of club members a 

chance to dry-fire it, and they esti-

mated the pull everywhere from 2.5 

to “not over four” pounds.

The single-side thumb safety 

is large enough to be useful but 

not so large as to be obtrusive. 

The grip safety is upswept, as we 

have become accustomed to, and 

the bottom edge of it has a speed 

or memory bump for consistent 

engagement.

The slide stop is not the old 

angle-with-checkering design but 

rather the modern horizontal shelf, 

and it doesn’t require extra check-

ering for non-slip operation.

The frame is machine checkered 

on the front at 25 lpi. The frontstrap 

of the trigger guard has been given 

a smooth transition without being 

aggressively lifted. The mainspring 

housing is also checkered at 25 lpi, 

but the checkering stops before the 

curve of the rounded corner of the 

housing. While the Bruin is not an 

everyday carry kind of pistol, the 

smooth surface of the curved cor-

ner allows clothing to slide off and 

not print over the butt of the Bruin.

The magazine well is given a 

modest bevel. It makes loading 

easier, but it isn’t intended to allow 

warp-speed reloads. If you need to 

reload after nine rounds of T-Rex-

level 10mm rounds, I’m not sure 

how much an aggressively beveled 

mag well is going to help.

The grips are black G10, with an 

interesting pattern. It’s composed 

of rows of squares, but the area 

they’re in is contained in a curved 

panel. It is non-slip where your 

fingers and hand will be pressing 

and smooth in the remainder for 

quick and easy hand positioning on 

the draw.

The slide finish is an industrial 

process similar to Melonite but 

CLOAK TUCK 3.O

IWB HOLSTER $4388

<

 As befits a powerful handgun, both the mainspring housing and frontstrap 
are treated to 25 lpi checkering, and the corner of the butt is curved.

THE BRAWNY BRUIN



smoother. The Bronze on the frame 

is a deposition similar to Ionbond, 

and Hall told me both super-tough 

finishes are a trade secret.

The Bruin comes in a hard Dan 

Wesson case, with two eight-round 

magazines, bushing wrench, lube, 

lock and owner’s manual.

Now, the 10mm was built for, and 

meant for, horsepower, and a pistol 

with a barrel a smidge over six 

inches is one that promises more 

velocity and thus power. I selected 

ammunition with this in mind, opt-

ing for only a couple of standard-

power loads shooters might choose 

for practice. Otherwise, it was 

top-end fuel, and in the 10mm this 

treads hard on the heels of the .44 

Magnum.

With hard-cast and full-metal-

jacket bullets, the heavy loads will 

penetrate deeply and straight. I 

didn’t shoot any of these 10mm 

options in gelatin, but I have in the 

past fired both bullet styles into gel 

from .40s and .45s, and I’ve never 

been able to stop them in two rifle-

size gel blocks. That is 36 inches 

of penetration, with bullets going 

about 300 fps slower than what the 

10mm will do.

I also was reminded of an inter-

esting detail. Given similar levels 

of ballistic delivery, a 1911 pistol 

is less harsh in felt recoil than a 

revolver. Yes, the grip safety of the 

Bruin is going to get hammered 

back into your hand, but the longer 

recoil impulse of the slide cycling 

makes it less of a hit than the sin-

gular pounding the top of the grip 

gives your hand from a revolver.

Firing the Bruin was work, but 

it was never painful, even with the 

heaviest loads. And the CCI Blazer 

load, which is on par with a .45 ACP 

+P, was positively sedate out of the 

Bruin.

However, as the power went up, 

the accuracy I could wring out of 

the Bruin tapered off. I’m sure 

the Bruin can shoot better than I 

can, but when the bullet velocity 

approaches Mach 1.2, it’s hard to 

shoot small groups if you’re not 

using a machine rest. However, if 

you’re going to use the 10mm as a 

hunting gun or a close-range bear 

stopper, the Bruin is definitely 

plenty accurate.

As a bear stopper, such as in 

Alaska’s bear country, the perfor-

mance will be comforting, No, it 

won’t be the equal of a magnum 

rifle, but no handgun is. Despite 

the 6.3-inch barrel, the Dan Wes-

son Bruin can be with you every 

moment you are dressed and right 

next to you when you bed down 

for the night. And it would make a 

fine wild-boar handgun, either as a 

primary firearm or as backup if you 

have to hit the heavy brush on the 

trail of a wounded boar.

Dan Wesson has been busy carv-

ing out its niche in the 1911 market 

by building custom-quality guns at 

not-custom prices. With the Bruin, 

the company has delivered, with 

fit, finish, performance and power 

right off the shelf. While the pistol 

isn’t for everyone—it’s certainly 

not a lightweight, everyday carry 

1911—if you are looking for a 

hard-hitting field sidearm for belt 

or shoulder holster carry, this is a 

superb choice.

Firing the Bruin 
was work, but it 
was never pain-
ful, even with the 
heaviest loads.



 | FIRING LINE REPORT | BY J. SCOTT RUPP

HERITAGE MANUFACTURING STICKS TO 

the credo of “Do one thing and do it 

well.” The Miami firm, established in 

1992 and purchased by Taurus in 2012, 

makes only single-action revolvers 

patterned after the Colt Single Action 

Army. Heritage produces two lines of 

Rough Rider revolvers, one smallbore 

and one big bore—the former available 

in .22 Long Rifle and .22 Magnum and 

the latter in .45 Colt, .44-40 and .357 

Magnum.

With their trough rear sights and sim-

ple blade fronts, the centerfire versions 

would be considered legal for SASS 

cowboy action competition, and the 

subject of this article, model RR22B6—

a six-shot .22 LR—should pass muster 

for SASS’s Buckaroo (junior) category.

But, really, who needs a reason to 

buy a gun like this? The Rough Rider is 

simply fun to shoot, and for those who 

complain about the high cost of modern 

firearms, this gun carries a suggested 

retail price of less than $200.

The 6.5-inch barrel is made of 1215 

carbon steel, and it’s rifled with six 

grooves in a 1:14 twist. The partially 

fluted cylinder is 12L14 steel while the 

frame is aluminum alloy.

Finish is blue, with the bluing on the 

barrel and cylinder fairly well executed, 

although the color on the frame was 

less even. The frame is cast, and it’s a 

little on the rough side, but you wouldn’t 

expect a lot of polishing on a gun at this 

price.

The cocobolo grips are fitted proud 

at the top of the frame. The wood is 

quite attractive, and the grip screw 

holes are fitted with small brass inserts. 

The bottom of the grips are slightly 

beveled.

The brushed steel hammer is grace-

fully designed and nicely serrated with 

cross-hatching on the spur. As befits 

a gun that wants to be your very own 

Single Action Army, the hammer has 

four clicks: The first, the old “safety 

notch,” serves no function in the Rough 

Rider and is not a safety of any kind. 

The second disengages the bolt from 

HERITAGE ROUGH RIDER SMALL BORE

HERITAGE MANUFACTURING
ROUGH RIDER SMALL BORE
TYPE: single-action rimfire revolver

CALIBER: .22 LR

CAPACITY: 6

BARREL: 6.5 in., 6-groove, 1:14 twist

OAL: 11.8 in.

WEIGHT: 33.4 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: carbon steel barrel, cylin-

der; cast aluminum alloy frame

GRIPS: cocobolo

TRIGGER: 3.6 lb. pull (measured)

SIGHTS: trough rear, blade front

SAFETY: hammer block

PRICE: $195

MANUFACTURER: Heritage Manufacturing, 

HeritageMfg.coM

the cylinder for loading and unloading; 

the third re-engages the bolt with the 

cylinder; and the fourth brings the gun 

to full cock for firing.

The Rough Rider also sports a ham-

mer block safety. At first I thought this 

feature was one of those deals where 

a safety device was added to allow a 
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foreign-made gun to make the cut as 

an allowable import, but a company rep 

said the Rough Rider is 100 percent 

American-made and the safety block 

was there simply “to provide another 

level of safety for the new shooter.”

When the hammer block is in the up 

or forward position, a protruding steel 

block prevents the hammer from reach-

ing the firing pin. Rotating the hammer 

block lever back/down—exposing a red 

dot indicator—moves the block flush to 

allow the hammer to strike the firing pin.

Despite the fact that the hammer 

can’t hit the firing pin with the hammer 

block engaged, Heritage advises shoot-

ers to leave an empty chamber under 

the hammer at all times. Also, Heritage 

warns against dry-firing the gun when 

the hammer block is disengaged be-

cause you will damage the firing pin.

The trigger is excellent. The specs 

say it’s got a six-pound pull, but on my 

sample pull weight was a shade over 

3.5 pounds with very little creep. By 

contrast, my Ruger Vaquero’s trigger 

trips at nearly five pounds. 

While I didn’t conduct a formal ac-

curacy test, I did fire multiple groups 

with five types of ammo: Federal Match, 

Remington and Winchester high veloc-

ity hollowpoints, CCI Stingers and 

<

 The Rough Rider has a hammer block safety that prevents the hammer from 
striking the firing pin (r.). Disengaging the block (l.) exposes a red dot.

 | FIRING LINE REPORT | HERITAGE ROUGH RIDER SMALL BORE

Remington Yellow Jacket hyper-velocity 

stuff. At 15 yards the gun printed 1.8 

inches low and 1.4 inches left on aver-

age, and groups averaged an inch from 

a rest. The Federal Match exhibited 

sticky extraction, but the rest were fine.

Those of us who have astigmatism 

will have difficulty, as I did, resolv-

ing the sights, but then again the gun 



<

 The Rough Rider is a “four-click” revolver. Drawing the hammer back to the 
second click unlocks the cylinder for loading/unloading.

combined with the great trigger it’s 

easy to hit with once you know where 

it’s shooting. With a price tag south of 

$200, I think it would make a good first 

revolver. Some will cry “foul!” due to the 

point of impact disparity with this par-

ticular sample, but filing the front sight 

would fix the elevation, and the need 

to hold off for windage certainly isn’t 

unheard of on a fixed-sight gun.

really isn’t meant for us. It’s meant for 

younger folks—the “new shooters” the 

company referenced.

To that end, the grip is on the small 

side for my medium-size hands; there 

was just enough room for my pinky. 

But I really enjoyed shooting the Rough 

Rider, especially off-hand. The gun 

has a super-nice heft and balance, and 

<

 The sights are a simple rear trough 
and front blade.

Proper ft and function requires the proper magazine. See our entire 
line of OEM-quality 1911 magazines at Mec-Gar.com.

www.mec-gar.com



 | FIRING LINE REPORT | BY KAT AINSWORTH

HONOR DEFENSE OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED 

its line late in 2015, and from the start it 

was clear that one way the company was 

going to try to distinguish its pistols was 

through the use of all American-made 

components—as well as employing 

many U.S. military veterans as part of its 

workforce.

Honor Defense calls its 9mm semiauto 

the Honor Guard Sub-Compact. This 

pistol has a 3.2-inch barrel and is rated 

for +P ammo, although the company is 

very clear that the gun should never be 

fired with +P+ fodder.

The gun is also available with what 

Honor Defense calls a Firearm Integrated 

Standoff (FIST) extended frame—which 

keeps the pistol from going out of bat-

tery should the gun be pressed against 

an attacker—as well as a version with a 

Crimson Trace laser. (At press time, the 

company also announced a Longslide 

pistol with a 3.8-inch barrel featuring an 

integral accessory rail, something the 

Sub-Compact lacks.)

 I had the opportunity to work with 

two samples of the Sub-Compact. One 

was from an early production run, a 

gun that already had several thousand 

rounds fired through it on the gun-writer 

introduction circuit. The other was from 

a recent production run and was unfired 

save for the 25 rounds the factory shot 

through it prior to shipping—including a 

9mm +P proof load. All specs and bal-

listics are from the newer pistol.

HONOR DEFENSE HONOR GUARD SUB-COMPACT

HONOR DEFENSE
HONOR GUARD SUB-COMPACT
TYPE: striker-fired, polymer-framed semiauto

CALIBER: 9mm Luger

CAPACITY: 7+1, 8+1

BARREL: 3.2 in.

OAL/HEIGHT/WIDTH: 6.2/4.6/0.96 in.

WEIGHT: 22 oz.

CONSTRUCTION: black polymer frame, 416 

stainless steel slide w/FNC finish

GRIPS: textured polymer; interchangeable 

flat and curved backstraps

SIGHTS: three-dot; drift-adjustable rear, 

oversize blaze orange front dot

SAFETIES: none

TRIGGER: striker, 8 lb., 5 oz. pull (measured)

PRICE: $499

MANUFACTURER: Honor Defense,  

HonorDefense.com 
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2/27/17. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

700+ Stores
Nationwide

SUPER

COUPON

SUPER

COUPON

SUPER

COUPON

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.  Save 20% on any 1 item 

purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the 

following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, Extended 

Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot Sale item, 

automotive lifts, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, 

chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, 

CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, Earthquake, Franklin, Grant’s, Holt, 

Jupiter, Lynxx, Maddox, Portland, Predator, Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, 

Vanguard, Viking. Not valid on prior purchases. Non-transferable. 

Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/27/17.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• No Hassle Return Policy

• HarborFreight.com

• 800-423-2567

• 700+ Stores Nationwide

• Lifetime Warranty
On All Hand Tools

At Harbor Freight Tools, the "comp at" price means that the same 
item or a similar functioning item was advertised for sale at or 
above the "comp at" price by another retailer in the U.S. within the 
past 180 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by location. 
No other meaning of "comp at" should be implied. For more 
information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

ITEM 61258  shown
61840 /61297/68146

comp at 
$159.99

$5999 
SAVE 
$100

Customer Rating

SAVE 
64%

SAVE 
$874

SAVE 
$79

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
ITEM 69249/69115/69137

69129/69121/877 shown

comp at $8.48

$299 

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$179

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
$209

SAVE 
$60

4000 PEAK/
3200 RUNNING WATTS

6.5 HP (212 CC)
 GAS GENERATORS

Customer Rating

$28999

COUPON 3200 RUNNING WATTS3200 RUNNING WATTS
omer Rating

SUPER

   QUIET

comp at 
$469

comp at $119.99

ITEM  69675/69728
63090/63089

CALIFORNIA ONLY 

ITEM  63079/69729
63080/69676 shown 

• 70 dB 
Noise 
Level

$5999 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 ITEM  69252/68053
62160/62496/62516
60569 shown

comp at 
$319.01

 26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

ITEM 95659 shown
61634/61952

• 580 lb. capacity

WINNER
– Truckin' Magazine

Customer Rating

$10999 

ITEM 63135/61451 shown

comp at 
$14.99

$499 

AMMO BOX

SAVE 
$109

1/2" ELECTRIC 
IMPACT WRENCH

ITEM 69606/61173
68099 shown

comp at $149.88

$3999 

Customer Rating

POWDER-FREE 
NITRILE GLOVES 

PACK OF 100

$599 
YOUR CHOICE

comp at $15.99

Customer Rating

Item 

68498 

shown

SIZE ITEM 

MED 68496/61363

LG 68497/61360/97582

X-LG 68498/61359

SAVE 
62%

• 5 mil 
thickness

Customer Rating

7 FUNCTION 

DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER
ITEM 90899 shown

98025/69096

VALUE

$1645

ITEM 61960
 61777 shown 

3 WATT LED RECHARGEABLE 
CORDLESS SPOTLIGHT 

SAVE 
65%

$1199 

comp at $34.40

$4999
$5999 $595999 

$8999 $898999 

$499 $4$ 99 

$42999 42942999 $15999 $15915999 

$33999 33933999 

$4999 $49$ 99 

$1499 $141499 

$799 $7$ 99 

$799 $7$ 99 
$8999 8999 

comp at 
$129

3 GALLON  
100 PSI OILLESS 

HOT DOG 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

ITEM  69904
68892  shown

$29999 

comp at 
$1173.99

• Lift range: 7" - 30"

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 2/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$50

$10999 
$9999

ITEM   61849/62719

68887 shown

90 AMP FLUX
WIRE WELDER

• No Gas Required

$10999999109 comp at

$149.99

Customer Rating

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 2/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
60%

$1199
$2199 $2199 comp at

$29.99

TORQUE WRENCH ES

YOUR CHOICE

• Accuracy
within ±4%

DRIVE ITEM 

1/4" 2696/61277

3/8" 807/61276

1/2" 62431/239

Item

239

shown

Customer Rating

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 2/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

presented. Valid through 2/27/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$259

$13999
$19999 19999

comp at

$399

ITEM  61969
61970 

69684 shown

12" SLIDING COMPOUND
DOUBLE-BEVEL

MITER SAW WITH
 LASER GUIDE

Customer Rating



<

 The gun features interchangeable 
backstraps—curved or flat—to better 
fit the shooter’s hand, and Ainsworth 
reports the textured grip is comfort-
able to shoot.

<

 Both the slide release and elongat-
ed magazine release button are 
ambidextrous. The test sample lacked 
a manual safety, although the com-
pany website indicates such a model 
may be on the way.

 | FIRING LINE REPORT | HONOR GUARD SUB-COMPACT

The Honor Guard Sub-Compact 

is a sleek and slim striker-fired, single-

stack polymer pistol. The barrel is 

machined from 410 stainless steel with a 

PX-5 Powder finish. 

These pistols feature a modular 

design: The fire control housing contain-

ing the trigger group, striker assembly 

and rails can be removed in one piece. 

This points to potential future caliber 

interchangeability within frames.

It weighs 22 ounces empty and has 

a flat black finish. The grip has a single 

finger groove, and both it and the lower 

portion of the frame have wraparound 

texture for a positive grip. Two back-

straps are included—one curved, one 

straight—and they are interchangeable.

Rounded wraparound serrations are 

machined into both the rear and forward 

portions of the stainless steel slide. The 

factory sights are squared-off three-

dots. The non-adjustable front sight is 

oversized and blaze orange. The rear 

sights are adjustable for windage and 

ramped for a snag-free draw.

ACCURACY RESULTS | HONOR GUARD SUB-COMPACT
Bullet Muzzle Standard Avg.

9mm Luger Weight (gr.) Velocity (fps) Deviation Group (in.)

DRT JHP frangible 85 1,177 11 1.7

Snake River frangible 100 1,195 11 1.8

American Eagle Syntech TSJ 115 1,026 8 2.0

Creedmoor FMJ 115 1,070 11 2.2

Hornady Critical Defense FTX 115 1,050 12 2.1

Notes:  Accuracy results are averages of five 5-shot groups at 15 yards from a machine rest. Velocities are averages of 10 
shots recorded on a PACT Professional XP chronograph. Abbreviations: FMJ, full metal jacket; JHP, jacketed hollowpoint; TSJ, 
total synthetic jacket.

The trigger is curved with a smooth, 

broad blade. Rather than place a set 

screw to prevent overtravel, Honor 

Defense uses a stop in the form of an 

almost quarter-inch plastic protrusion 

positioned high behind the trigger. Trig-

ger pull weight measured eight pounds, 

five ounces. The trigger is gritty and 

there is slight stacking, making preci-

sion challenging. It also has a long reset. 

I had to release the trigger almost to its 

full extension before it would reset.

Field-stripping is accomplished via the 

takedown lever above the trigger on the 

left-hand side of the frame. The trigger 

isn’t pulled during the process.

Simply drop the magazine, clear the 

gun and lock the slide back prior to turn-

ing the takedown lever at a 90-degree 

angle. Then slowly release the ambi-

dextrous slide lock and move the slide 

forward off the frame. The Honor Guard 

Sub-Compact utilizes a non-captive dual 

recoil spring. It’s under moderate tension 

and is removed and replaced without 

difficulty. 

On the range I put more than 650 

rounds through the Honor Guard, with 
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bullet types that included full metal jack-

ets, hollowpoints and frangibles. Four 

magazines were used. As you can see 

from the accompanying accuracy chart, 

it proved reasonably accurate at 15 yards 

from the bench. Of course, studies sug-

gest the average gunfight occurs within 

seven yards, and at that distance groups 

fired from a standing position averaged 

0.8 inch.

It’s comfortable to hold, and the pro-

vided 8+1 extended magazine provided 

a solid grip for even my larger hands. 

The orange front sight does speed target 

acquisition. On both pistols I tested, the 

rear sights moved—typically left—and 

had to be adjusted repeatedly.

There were two notable issues during 

testing. The slide didn’t lock back more 

than half the time, and the gun went out 

of battery on occasion. This occurred 

with multiple shooters. According to a 

form that was in the box with the new 

pistol, Honor Defense does now advise a 

150- to 200-round break-in period.

My overall impression is that this is an 

attractive subcompact capable of close-

range accuracy. Felt recoil is snappy but 

manageable, and muzzle rise is moder-

ate. With the Honor Guard, Honor De-

fense has the potential to produce solid 

self-defense pistols. With a smoother 

trigger and more secure sights precision 

would undoubtedly improve.

This gun has a suggested retail price 

of $499, making it appealing to budget 

shooters in need of a carry gun. The 

quest to manufacture entirely American-

made guns is a worthy one and makes 

Honor Defense a company to watch.

<

 The Honor Defense gun employs a 
three-dot sight system, but in this case 
the front dot isn’t white like the rear 
dots but is oversize and blaze orange.

TACTICAL

THE ULTIMATE TRAINING TOOL  

FOR HANDGUN ACCURACY

RECOMMENDED BY TOP LAW ENFORCEMENT SHOOTING INSTRUCTORS

Visit Amazon.com or Prohands.net for more info.
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BROWNING.COM

Browniing ProSteel safes,
featuriing ThermaBlock,
protect your guns and
valuables 2 to 3 tiimes
more effectively than

a etit s.llllllleeeeeeeeeeaddddddddddiiinggggggggggggggg cccccompeetittttttttttttttttors.

Unlike light duty pistol boxes, the Browning ProSteel Pistol Vault  
is built to hold fast against an actual break-in attempt.

Browning.com
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“Warfare is the way of deception.”

—Sun Tzu

LAST WEEK, WHILE ON ROUTINE PATROL 

I was dispatched to a shopping cen-

ter in reference to several reports 

of suspicious activity. Ultimately, 

I contacted two men who closely 

matched the description provided 

by witnesses. As I called out for 

them to stop, they looked back 

at me but kept walking away. As 

another police officer pulled onto 

the scene, I directed him to detain 

the two.

As I approached them, they com-

plained that I stopped them based 

on their ethnicity. Each insisted 

they did nothing wrong and ap-

peared highly offended by the fact 

that the police had dared detained 

them.

I was confident, based on the 

nature of the calls and the descrip-

tions—along with the demeanor of 

the two—they were up to no good. 

I told them to sit on the curb and 

explained that I suspected them 

because they matched the descrip-

tions so closely, and lo and behold 

I discovered both of them were in 

possession of property determined 

to have just been stolen from stores 

within the shopping center.

The moral of this story is that 

savvy crooks often use any means 

possible to create a diversion. The 

two men in this case figured if they 

created enough of a scene, it might 

dissuade me from detaining them 

and ultimately determining they 

had committed a crime.

A similar but even more danger-

ous distraction technique is when 

a criminal attempts to “lull you to 

sleep,” and, unfortunately, a citizen 

is just as likely to encounter this 

tactic as is a police officer. Here’s 

how it works.

Prior to launching an attack, 

the criminal is exceedingly nice, 

often addressing you in a soft tone, 

usually coupled with a “Sir” or 

“Ma’am.” They do this in hopes the 

victim will drop his or her guard, 

making them that much more vul-

nerable. A syrupy sweet demeanor 

often precedes a violent attack. Be 

wary.

Aside from sweet talking, 

another red flag is someone who 

approaches and asks for something. 

Consider your vulnerability when 

you look down and reach into your 

pocket to retrieve change for the 

“down-on-his-luck” person who 

asked if you could spare some.

Granted, the vast majority of the 

time, the person will be content 

with the change you’re reaching 

for. But what if they aren’t?

What if the request for change 

was a distraction to enable the 

miscreant to take all of your valu-

ables? While looking down and 

reaching into your pocket, you are 

in a precarious position from which 

to defend yourself—regardless of 

your fighting ability or of the fact 

you’re armed.

Seemingly even less suspicious 

than the “Can you spare some 

change?” line is, “Excuse me, do 

you have the time?” Predators 

know what reaction that ques-

tion will elicit. If you’re wearing a 

watch, you will raise your wrist and 

look down. It’s an almost instinc-

tive reaction. And when you do, 

bam! That’s the time a cagey crimi-

nal will punch you in the mouth 

and take whatever he wants—in-

cluding your watch.

Think you’re immune to this aged 

old trick because you don’t wear 

a watch? Have you ever checked 

smart phone to see what time it 

was? And with the smart phone 

most likely you will have to dig into 

a pocket to get it. Enough said.

Surprise is perhaps the most 

critical factor in any self-defense 

situation. Don’t allow yourself to 

be caught off-guard. While you 

shouldn’t live your life in fear of be-

ing assaulted, it’s wise to acknowl-

edge the fact there are bad people 

in this world who would kill you 

for the change in your pocket. It 

happens. Oftentimes, the victim is 

taken completely by surprise.

Having a little insight into how 

criminals think is as important as 

carrying a gun or practicing at the 

range. Take it from Sun Tzu: 

“One who knows the enemy and 

knows himself will not be endan-

gered in a hundred engagements. 

One who does not know the enemy 

but knows himself will sometimes 

be victorious, sometimes meet with 

defeat. One who knows neither the 

enemy nor himself will invariably be 

defeated in every engagement.” 

Prior to launching an attack, the  
criminal is exceedingly nice, often  
addressing you in a soft tone.

BE VERY WARY
CRIMINALS ARE MASTERS OF DISTRACTION.

 | GUN SENSE | By RICHARD NANCE





Kimber Two-Tone II and Stainless II
The new look for an iconic foundation.

Transforming our foundation, the 2016 Kimber 

Two-Tone II and Stainless II families have the custom 

features that promote intuitive operation and 

absolute dependability. As with all Kimber pistols, 

each part is manufactured to the tightest tolerances 

and fi t together by hand. Three sizes and 2 calibers 

are available in each family; the Ultra Carry II, 

pictured here, features a 3-inch barrel and weighs 

in at 25 ounces.

The sophisticated two-

tone slide and frame fi nish 

features brush-polished fl ats 

on slide and is accented by 

rosewood grips. Off ered in 

45 ACP and 9mm.

The Stainless II family off ers 

models in stainless steel 

and aluminum construction. 

Kimber logo rosewood grips 

complete the classic look 

on all Stainless II models.  

Available in three sizes 

and in .45 ACP and 

9mm.

W H A T  A L L  G U N S  S H O U L D  B E
T M
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(888) 243-4522

kimberamerica.com


