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My recommendations this month
Following football? (p48)
Are players losing respect for refs? The 
Sun’s Gary Carter finds out with help from 
Rob Hicks and Keiron Cunningham.

Scheduling solutions (p36)
Could Sunday Super League games 

become a thing of the past? The Press 
Association’s Ian Laybourn investigates.

Editor’s Welcome

T HE UNTIMELY AND 
tragic death of Keigh-
ley Cougars half-back 
Danny Jones last 

month was truly saddening.
The 29-year-old Wales inter-

national suffered a cardiac arrest 
just a few minutes into a League 
One clash with London Skolars and 
later died in hospital. 

The post mortem revealed Jones 
had hereditary heart disease, which 
a scan in late 2014 did not pick up.

In tragic circumstances like this, 
it’s important to focus on the posi-
tives — and in this case there are 
several. The biggest of which is 
the tremendous support shown by 
you, the Rugby League community.

Indeed, a website donation 
page set up by the RFL has, at the 
time of writing, raised more than 
£140,000 for Jones’ young family 
— wife Lizzie and five-month-old 
twins Bobby and Phoebe.

Incredibly, the figure is only 
going to multiply after Cougars 
chairman Gary Fawcett released a 
statement targeting seven figures.  
Fawcett also agreed to pay out 
Jones’ contract, which I thought 
was very classy.

The awareness this tragedy 
provided is also something to be 
thankful for. 

Under current regulations, Super 
League players have compulsory 
heart scans annually, while those 
in lower tiers are tested much less 
frequently. This needs to change, 

and so does the scanning proce-
dure itself, given Jones was tested 
just six months prior to his death 
and no concerns were raised.

I would like to dedicate this issue 
to Danny’s memory and am happy 
to say that Rugby League World 
made a significant contribution to 
the fund to support his family. 

If you are in a position to do so 
too, please log on to 
justgiving.com /dannyjones29 
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From The Archive

April 30th, 1994
Martin Offiah lights up Wembley with a 

spectacular individual performance

M ARTIN OFFIAH 
is pictured in 
full flight with 
Jim Fallon in hot 

pursuit at Wembley Stadium in 
the 1994 Challenge Cup Final.

Offiah scored two spectacular 
tries for Wigan in a 26-16 victory 
over Leeds and went on to collect 
the Lance Todd Trophy as man of 
the match for the second time in 
his illustrious career.

Despite the match being 
Wigan’s seventh consecutive 
Wembley triumph, in a season 
where they had also chalked up 
a fifth consecutive league and 
cup double, and his own personal 
achievements including a 100 
metre try which the Rothman’s 
Rugby League Yearbook described 
as the best solo try in the history 
of Wembley finals, Offiah told 
League Express he wasn’t happy. 

“I wanted to score a hat-trick,” 
he told the weekly newspaper.

He’d certainly had the chance 
to do just that in the closing 10 
minutes of the game, but a fumble 
on the Leeds line cost him the 
third try he craved. In doing so, he 
managed to contribute to a little 
piece of history at the other end 
of the field as Francis Cummins 
capitalised on the error to go 90 
metres and become the youngest 
player to touchdown in a Chal-
lenge Cup Final. On a blisteringly 
hot day, when the temperature 
reached 90 degrees, a crowd of 
78,348 were definitely treated to 
some red hot Rugby League.

Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld08 Issue 410
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OFFIAH

JOINS RLW
The GB legend starts a new 

column on page 58 of this issue 

— don’t miss it!
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Paul Wellens Frodo Baggins

SEPARATEDAT BIRTH

WISKAR’S
The hilarious Rugby League ramblings of a seriously warped mind

O  
NE OF THEM  
has unfeasibly 
large and hairy 
feet, smokes a 

pipe and makes up for his 
lack of speed with his quick 
brain thwarting the slobber-
ing beasts on his trail.

The other’s a hobbit.

O  
NCE UPON A 
time you could 
buy a calendar 
without strate-

gically placed melons and 
rugby balls. 

No more. Everybody gets 
their kit off for charideeee 
these days though at least the 
girls from Liverpool 
University’s Rugby 
League team were 
doing it for Join-
ing Jack. Just out 
of shot in this 
frame are several 
dog walkers 
hiding in bushes, 
frantically stroking 
their sausage dogs.

Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld10 Issue 410

CALENDAR
GIRLS
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2+2=5
Completely unsubstantiated

signing based loosely on
something or indeed nothing

WORLD
 Email suggestions to wiskarsworld@totalrl.com

S  
T HELENS WILL 
buy Ryan Hamp-
shire in the 
summer, I think. 

Matty Bowen will retire to 
his allotment (to grow 
mangoes) and the Wigan 
number one shirt will be 
taken by Sam Tomkins, 
which leaves Hampshire 
in the cold. Saints have 
increasing fears over the 
long term durability of Jonny 
Lomax and desperately need 
cover in their outside backs. 

Ryan will cross Billinge 
Lump to sort them out.

A  
PICTURE OF 
innocence… and 
the two kids look 
quite sweet too. 

Yet behind that cherubic 
smile lies the beating heart 
of a monster.

Well, that’s the story if you 
believe anybody of a certain 
age in Sydney.  Malcolm Reil-
ly’s reputation was that of 
a psycho in his playing days 
Down Under. Here he cele-
brates 1986 Challenge Cup 
victory for Castleford over  
Hull Kingston Rovers.

In 2010 Bradford Bulls gave Wolverine 
some LSD and asked him to design 

their away shirt. In the dark. Blood 
red with metally, slashed weird 

bits? OK then. Fast forward to 
this season’s away number 
designed by Johnny Storm 
from the Fantastic Four. Fire! 
Yippee! Both are flaming 
freaky but this year’s model 
wins by a (match) head.

BRADFORD AWAY: 2015 V 2010

CLASH

OF THE
KITS

To subscribe, visit www.totalrl.com/shop 11Issue 410

LOST
PICTURE

SHOW
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FOR 

MORE
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HULL OF A PAIR OF HEELS
Kate Middleton favours ‘nude’ 
coloured shoes, I’m reliably 
informed. No idea what size her feet 
are but can’t quite see the Duchess 
going walkabout in these Hull KR 
numbers, last seen being removed 
and walloping someone outside 
Sugar Mill on Dagger Lane.

RL SUBBUTEO
The name disappeared in 1989 
but the memory remains with this 
Mansfield Marksmen Subbuteo 
team. The game itself had a weird 
plastic scrum machine which helped 
to briefly alleviate the confusion 
and boredom of playing it.

BRONCOS BEER CANS
Feeling thirsty? Don’t bother with 
this set of empty Brisbane Broncos 
beer cans (used). There’s a differ-
ent one and different insult for each 
1991 opponent with slogans like 
Run Rabbit Run for South Sydney 
and Here Puss Puss for the clash 
with Penrith Panthers.

GUM!

WISKAR’S WORLD

The Daily Mirror’s Nigel Wiskar aims to provide a sideways look at Rugby League every month. Don’t take him seriously!

Wiskar’s
WONDERFUL

Our sport is everywhere you look

When the Centurions had an identity crisis

Click away and a whole world
weird web of goodies (and baddies) 

lies at your fingertips

£20

£16

£9

E  
VER WONDERED 
what happened 
to Jamie Foster? 
One minute he’s 

juggling the ball behind 
his back scoring a wonder 
try for St Helens, a life-
line at Hull then Bradford 
then the ignominy of play-
ing full-back in front of one 
man and a labrador for Hull 
RUFC. Crash.

One thing’s for sure, he’s a 
prolific tweeter of his daily 
banalities whether it’s eating 
a bag of Maltesers, listening to 
the Bee Gees or relaxing in his 
jacuzzi. His gran gets plenty of 
special mentions (bless) but 
star of the scene is dog Ted. 
One thing, Jamie — perhaps 
best not to post a pic of your 
pooch eyeing up a giant 
sausage. Remember what 
happened to Joel Monaghan?

TWIT 
OF THE 
MONTH

RUGBY LEAGUE WALKS
PROGRAMME WATCH

GOLDILOCKS AND 
THE LEIGH BEARS

W  
HERE IN THE 
capital can you 
find the words 
Wigan and 

Rugby in huge letters two 
metres tall?

Take yourself down to 
Mount Pleasant, not to the 
Bulldogs of Batley, but to the 
Royal Mail sorting office. Look 
up on the side of the main 
building at the huge site in 
Farringdon to see many of 
the destinations served by 
post. Bath sits in-between 
those two words inextrica-
bly linked with the game but 
we’ll take that as a tribute to 
Kelvin Skerrett and being half 
of an early bath rather than 
the home of ex-leaguies Sam 
Burgess and Kyle Eastmond. 

Keep in touch on social media GRugby League World U@RLWorld
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The Daily Mirror’s Nigel Wiskar aims to provide a sideways look at Rugby League every month. Don’t take him seriously!

When the Centurions had an identity crisis

PROGRAMME WATCH

GOLDILOCKS AND 
THE LEIGH BEARS

O  
LDHAM BEARS? 
Yes. North 
Sydney Bears? 
Yes. Chicago 

Bears? Hell, yes. Leigh 
Bears? Er, run that one past 
me again.

That’s the nickname the 
now Centurions adopted 
for one less than memo-
rable season. Seems 
preposterous now and 
was treated with suit-
able apathy back in the 
1990-91 campaign. On 
November 25 they lost 
20-12 to Swinton in Divi-
sion Two of the Stones 
Bitter Championship in front 
of 2,617 fans. Programme 
advertisers included TA 
Maloney & Sons, potato 
merchants, road haulage 
contractors and sellers of 
Christmas trees at ‘competa-
tive’ prices. The unfortunately 
named Widdows 
solicitors used 
graphic artwork of a 
telephone as big as 
a horse’s head. And 
in the souvenir shop 
you could buy vari-
ous bear mascots 
including ‘poof-
ies’. Ask for one 
of those at Hilton 
Park back in the 
early nineties 
and you’d prob-
ably have been 
greeted with a 
punch in the mouth.
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DREAM THIRTEEN

KEVIN 
BROWN
The Widnes captain reveals the ultimate line-up 
of team-mates from his illustrious career

FULLBACK
BRETT HODGSON

I have played with some great 
fullbacks in my time but I have 
gone for Brett because the 
combination we had together 
was something I haven’t really 
had with anyone else — I always 
knew where he was and he 
always knew where I was. Some 
of the stuff he could do with the 
ball was unbelievable; it was like 
having an extra half-back.

WINGERS
PAT RICHARDS

Pat was a freak. He can catch in 
the air and is a real good kicker 
of the ball as well. 

At Wigan we could give him 
the ball and he would come up 
with the good kick and the right 
play at the right time. He is also 
a proven try scorer and is defi-
nitely one of best wingers I have 
played with.

BRETT DALLAS
Brett had sheer speed and if you 
created something and gave 
him any sort of space at all he 
was gone. You didn’t have to 
worry about him being chased 
down as there were very few 
people who could catch him. 
He was very brave as well.

CENTRES
JAMAHL LOLESI

In most cases you remem-
ber players you have played 
with for their attacking skills, 
but Jammer the Hammer, as 
we called him, would really get 
stuck into players. Be it front 
rowers or centres, most times 
they’d end up on their backs.

GARY CONNOLLY
Like Jammer, Gary was very 
good defensively but could also 
create lots of space. He was so 
silky and such a talented player. 

It was frightening sometimes 
the things he could do.

STAND-OFF
DANNY BROUGH

Danny is probably the best 
kicker of the ball that I have 
ever played with. But his speed 
and strength, for a little bloke, is 
great as well. He is really strong 
and always threatening.

STAND-OFF
ADRIAN LAM 

Lammy was great — he’d put 
you through gaps and was just 
something else to play with. He 
was skilful, but he was also the 
general who organised us.

PROP FORWARDS
JAMIE PEACOCK

JP’s work rate and mental appli-
cation in a game was fantastic. 

It was an honour to be able to 
play alongside him.

JAMES GRAHAM
He is a strange type of prop — 
he can do the tough stuff but 
also has a great set of hands. 

HOOKER
TERRY NEWTON

Tez was one of toughest blokes 
I ever played with — just having 
him in the side bred confidence.

BACK ROWERS
GARETH HOCK

At his peak there was no one 
who came close to him in terms 
of natural ability and aggression.

SAM BURGESS
It was a pleasure to play with 
a living legend. When you see 
what he can do it is inspiring.

ANDY FARRELL
The best player I’ve played with. 

He was man of the match 
most weeks and could play any 
position on the field. He was 
also a fantastic kicker.

Brown’s
Clubs

Wigan
Warriors

2003-2006

Huddersfield 
Giants

2006-2012

Widnes
Vikings

2013-Present

England
2010

Near Miss
Sean 

O’Loughlin
Wigan

“It is crazy 
to think that 
anyone who 
has played 
with Sean 

O’Loughlin 
could leave him 

out of their 
dream team 

but I had left 
Wigan before 

he became 
the player he 
is now. I wish 
I could have 

picked a 
bench, too!”

Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld14 Issue 410

INTERVIEW LORRAINE MARSDEN PHOTOGRAPHY SWPIX, RLPHOTOS
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JAMIE PEACOCK
England

GARETH HOCK
Wigan & Widnes

SAM BURGESS
England

TERRY NEWTON
Wigan Warriors

ANDY FARRELL
Wigan Warriors

BRETT HODGSON
Huddersfield Giants

PAT RICHARDS
Wigan Warriors

JAMAHL LOLESI
Huddersfield Giants

GARY CONNOLLY
Wigan Warriors

ADRIAN LAM
Wigan Warriors

DANNY BROUGH
Huddersfield Giants

BRETT DALLAS
Wigan Warriors

JAMES GRAHAM
England

OVER TO YOU!Who would play in your
 ultimate starting lineup? 

Let us know: dream13@totalrl.com
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What would you like your last 
meal to be?
I love a Chinese takeaway. I’d get 
salt and pepper chicken pieces, 
fried rice and OK sauce on top. 

It’s something I have regularly 
the night after a game because I 
enjoy it that much. I’d have a fizzy 
Vimto with it.

What’s the worst physi-
cal pain you’ve ever 
experienced?
It was when I did my shoulder 
with Leigh. I popped it out in 
a tackle. It went back in but I’d 
ruptured everything around it. 

I tried to carry on for a bit but I 
had to come off.

What’s the best advice 
you’ve ever received?
It was off my dad, David. He 
taught me to never give up in what 
you believe in. I’ve tried to carry 
that advice with me ever since.

What song do you listen to 
more than any other?
I don’t listen to a lot of music to 
be honest, but probably the Ed 
Sheeran one ‘Thinking Out Loud’. 

It was the second song at my 
wedding and when that came on 
everyone got up dancing. When-
ever my middle lad, Oliver, hears 
it he always refers to it as ‘mummy 
and daddy getting married song’.

What year would you go to in 
a time machine?
I’d go back to when England won 
the World Cup in 1966, just to 
experience the buzz of when it 
happened. I don’t mind my foot-
ball, I follow City [Manchester 
City] and keep my eye on them but 
I don’t get to many games.

What’s your greatest fear?
I’m a bit claustrophobic. I don’t 
mind a scrum — I know my way 
through them — but when we have 
scans we go in an MRI scanner. 

I’m pretty broad shouldered so 
am literally jammed in, and I get 
really freaked out because I don’t 
know how I’d get out if it breaks. 

If you weren’t a professional 
Rugby League player, what 
would you be doing?
I’d be a plumber. I’m just finish-
ing my level three plumbing in the 
next couple of weeks. I’m hoping 
to get my own plumbing business 
set up and have a few of the lads 
from the course working for me.

What is your most treasured 
possession?
My missus would probably hope 
I’d say her but it’s my Challenge 
Cup winner’s shirt from 2012. 

It’s framed on my wall with the 
medal in. I got a few jerseys from 
the World Cup and Down Under 
but they’re just under my bed.

GETTING TO KNOW...

Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld16 Issue 410Rugby League
WORLD

CHRIS 
HILLThe England 

and Warrington 
enforcer on 
fears,football 
and flatulence

INTERVIEW MATTHEW SHAW PHOTOGRAPHY SWPIX, THINKSTOCK

Which of your 
team-mates (past 

or present) has 
the worst 

dress sense?
Chris Riley. He had this 

horrible pair of two-
toned jeans that had a 
different pattern on his 
backside and they were 

horrible. The worst 
thing is he thought they 

were good but they 
were disgusting.
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Who is your hero?
My parents, Carol and David. 

They have both helped me along 
massively, not just in my career 
but setting up my life. 

My mum actually took me to my 
first Rugby League session, but it 
was the wrong age group. 

I only realised after training had 
finished that I was with the Under 
7s team rather than the Under 6s. 

I played above my age until 
Under 16, but it probably worked 
in my favour.

What is your idea of the 
perfect day?
I like a trip to the races, but I’d say 
a day with the kids. 

My mum and dad have a caravan 
in Anglesey so we go down there 
quite a bit. There’s a foel farm in 
Anglesey where the kids can feed 
the lambs and the cows and they 
really enjoy it.

What is your all-time favour-
ite film?
The Great Escape. My dad used to 
watch it a lot when I was growing 
up and I love it as a result. 

I was always a fan of Steve 
McQueen as an actor, too.

Do you have any bad habits?
My missus would say farting, 
without doubt. 

She’s telling me off all the time 
for doing it!

Do you have any hobbies 
outside of Rugby League?
I really enjoy a round of golf, even 
though I never have time to play. 

I think the last time I got out 
was New Year’s Day!

I got married on New Year’s Eve 
and then played a round with my 
dad the day after. 

The only handicap I have are my 
golf clubs!

Do you have any party tricks?
Not really, although it’s hard to 
drag me off the dancefloor after 
I’ve had a few. 

I wouldn’t say I was a good 
dancer if I’m honest though.

Who is your best friend in 
Rugby League?
I might offend a few people here! 

I’m going to have to say Micky 
Higham. We spend a lot of time 
together because we don’t live too 
far away from each other. We go 
out for a coffee quite a bit!

Who is the funniest Rugby 
League player you know?
Joel Monaghan, definitely. He’s 
the life and soul of the party at 
Warrington. We all know of one 
funny thing he’s done in the 
past! He’s just a practical joker in 
general, but he hasn’t managed to 
catch me out.

To subscribe, visit www.totalrl.com/shop 17Issue 410 Rugby League
WORLD

I love a round of golf, 
even though I never 

have time to play. The last 
time I got out was New 
Year’s Day.”

Do you have any 
guilty pleasures?

I like my chocolate, 
but I don’t mind a bag 
of wine gums at all. I 
love them to be fair, if 
there’s a couple in the 
cupboard they don’t 

survive too many days.

n
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Fond Farewell
On Sunday May 10th 2015, the Rugby League family showed its true colours. 

At Cougar Park, the red, white and green of Keighley intermingled with a 
rainbow display of replica shirts from far and wide representing an entire 

sport as thousands of fans gathered together to pay their 
respects to the memory of Danny Jones and provide support  

to his young family. RLW was there too...

WORDS GARETH WALKER PHOTOGRAPHY SWPIX

Donate to the Danny Jones fund www.justgiving.com/dannyjones2918 Issue 410

Danny Jones
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A S HOOKER JAMES 
Feather rose from 
completing his hat-
trick, the Keighley 

Cougars skipper pointed to the 
host of shirts adorned with his 
former team-mate Danny Jones’ 
name and number on at the back 
of the stand.

It was one of a host of unfor-
gettable images on a day of 
remembering the Keighley and 
Wales stand-off at Cougar Park.

The main one was that of Jones’ 
widow Lizzie holding their five-
month old twins Phoebe and 
Bobby on the centre spot during 
a 15-minute ceremony prior to 
kick-off. Praised universally for 
her strength in the aftermath of 
the tragic event, Lizzie provided 
a remarkably brave front on the 
most difficult of days.

Close by, Jones’ teammates past 
and present gathered, with his old 
halfback partner Paul Handforth 
laying a wreath with the number 
six on the pitch, before the current 
side gathered together in an 
emotional huddle.

“Emotion was high out there, 
and that’s why we thought we 
had to be in that huddle together 
before the game,” Keighley’s player 
coach Paul March explained.

“It certainly brought us together 
for the game. Seeing people from 
different clubs and old faces 
coming back down has been great.

“We’re going to do more and 
more fund raising because Danny’s 
never going to leave us. We’ve 
retired the number six shirt now 
and will be renaming the main 
stand in his memory.

“Week to week now we’re just 
going to have to keep taking a bit 
out of what Jonesy was all about. 
If we do that then we’ll be striving 
towards that promotion goal that 
myself, the club and he wanted.”

March added: “I’m proud of the 
players not just today but since the 
event. There were 17 players who 
took to the field today, but we have 
a squad of 30 who’ve each dealt 
with things differently.

“That’s been hard to manage, 
and it will be hard to manage in the 
future as well because there will be 
little triggers in everybody’s minds 
that go back to that event.

“But I thought they handled today 
really well.”

EMOTION
Kick-off for the match was 
delayed by 15 minutes due to 
crowd congestion, with shirts 
from clubs across the sport lining 
the terraces.

Keighley sold out of their 
commemorative programme and a 
bucket collection raised a further 
£10,500 for the fund of Jones’ 
family, which had already moved 
well past £100,000.

Once the game kicked off, a 
clearly motivated Keighley had far 
too much for opponents Coventry, 
Feather’s hat-trick the highlight of 
their 52-10 win.

“It’s always good to win and pick 
three points up, but today wasn’t 

about the result,” March added.
“It was about making sure the 

lads got onto the field, got the 
emotion out and support Lizzie 
and the twins, and I think the 
Rugby League community has 
done that.”

Before the game, March had 
spoken in depth about the heart-
breaking aftermath of Jones’  
tragic death.

“It’s been devastating,” he said.
“Different players have reacted 

in different ways to it.
“From mine and the club’s point 

of view, getting them sorted out 
has been a priority. We had some-
body in from Sporting Chance 
[counselling] to speak to them, 
and they’ve left all their details 
with the players if they want to 
contact them.

Donate to the Danny Jones fund www.justgiving.com/dannyjones29

“I’m so happy my wonder-
ful Danny finished his 

days playing the sport he 
adored, at a club he treas-
ured with lads he thought 
the world of. Danny was 

the best daddy and 
husband in the whole 

world, he made us smile 
every single day. I want 
everyone to remember 

his passion and commit-
ment and most of all his 

contagious, infectious 
smile. Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart for 
all your support, love and 

kind wishes. I will bring 
his beautiful babies up 

to make him proud. The 
legacy he has left will last 
forever. I could not be any 
prouder of my beautiful 

man xxxx”
Lizzie Jones

u
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“I’ve been speaking to Lizzie a lot 
and been round to their house, and 
the way she has been has spurred 
everybody else on because she’s 
so strong. She has all the family 
around her, and once you see her 
it somehow makes you feel a lot 
better about things.

“The way people have 
responded has been genuinely 
overwhelming, not just the tickets 
people bought for the game, but 
the donations through the Just-
Giving page.”

His coach for three and a half 
years and teammate throughout 
that time, March added his own 
tribute to that of countless others.

“I’d played against Danny a lot, 
and then I signed him in 2012.

“He was the soul of the dressing 
room — he always liked the banter 
and was always the one to push it 
right to the limit. 

“He loved giving people grief 
and that will be sorely missed.

“On the playing side, he was an 
exceptional player — you don’t 
play for your country unless you 
have something about you.

“He certainly showed that in the 
time I’ve been in charge at Keigh-
ley. He could win you games not 
just through his skill but through 
his boot as well.

“Most Keighley fans’ last 
memory of him will be kicking the 
drop goal to win the game against 

North Wales two weeks ago. The 
one I can remember is him kicking 
a penalty against the same team 
after the hooter last year, which 
won us a bonus point that should 
have kept us up.

“When you were under pressure 
you could always rely on Danny.”

March admits that the events of 
Sunday, May 3 will have an impact 
on those present at the New River 
Stadium for a long time.

“We all thought he was coming 
off with an injury — we now know 
that wasn’t the case but there was 
nothing that could have been  
done differently.

“Seeing one of your mates and 
colleagues in that situation is very 
distressing as a player. Seeing 
what was going on has had an 
effect on everybody and you can 
still see images of that now.

“But I have to say that the medi-
cal staff at the game could not 
have done anything more. 

“The London Skolars doctor 
and physic and our physic Darren 
Miller did everything they  
possibly could to try and get a 
better outcome.”

Jones is the second Rugby 
League player in just over six years 
to die after collapsing during a 
match. Wakefield forward Leon 
Walker, who was 20, fell ill during 
a Wildcats reserve game with 
Celtic Crusaders in Maesteg in 

March 2009. It was later discov-
ered that he had an undiagnosed 
heart defect and a coroner ruled 
that he died from natural causes.

Just six months before then, 
Wakefield’s Cook Island interna-
tional Adam Watene, aged 31,  
died after collapsing during a 
training session.

In late 1998, Rochdale Hornets 
lost two players to sudden heart 
attacks in the space of two 
months. Local favourite Karl 
Marriott died aged 28 after return-
ing home from training, and a 
matter of weeks later 33-year-old 
Roy Powell, who had joined the 
club as assistant coach to Deryck 
Fox, collapsed and died at a train-
ing session.

Leeds halfback Chris Sander-
son died on the pitch in a match 
against Salford in 1977.

Keighley will continue to hold 
fund-raising events for Jones’ 
family, with their chairman Gary 
Fawcett setting an ambitious 
target of raising £1million in  
his memory.

March added: “I’ll remember his 
character, what he brought to the 
team and how he loved being the 
centre of attention. 

“I’ll miss all of that. Danny 
wouldn’t have wanted anybody to 
be sad about what’s happened — 
he’d want us to celebrate what he’s 
done and what he’s achieved.”

Donate to the Danny Jones fund www.justgiving.com/dannyjones29

An initial post-mortem 
revealed that Jones 

died of a cardiac arrest 
caused by an hereditary 
condition that was not 

detected by an ECG test 
late last year. But his 

death has raised aware-
ness of the fact that 

Championship players 
are not tested regularly 

as a mandatory process, 
something there has 
been calls to change.

TONY TONKS 
(Sheffield prop and 
Heartbeat of Sport 

ambassador)  
“For the last two years I 

have been trying to stress 
the need for screening, 
defibrillators and CPR 

training throughout the 
Rugby League com-

munity and all sporting 
clubs. I believe that, after 
recent tragic events, an 

annual test will be peace 
of mind for the player 

and their family. We can-
not 100 per cent ensure 
that a cardiac arrest will 
not happen, even after 

an ECG, but it will almost 
certainly go a long way in 

helping reduce risk.”

KYLE AMOR
(St Helens 

front rower)
“I genuinely believe it 
should happen across 
all divisions. Hopefully 
lessons can be learned 

and we can move 
forward. When you go 
to play the game you 

expect to, all barring an 
injury here and there, 

to come home to your 
family. That thought 

doesn’t enter your mind 
and that’s why it’s a big 

shock, it’s tragic.” n
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Rest In Peace

Danny Jones
1986-2015

Please donate to the growing
fund to support the late Keighley 

Cougars star’s family

justgiving.com/dannyjones29
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A
FTER MORE THAN  
a decade of 
discussion, delay 
and disappoint-

ment, it looks like Castleford 
Tigers’ dream of a fantas-
tic new home may at last be 
coming to fruition.

The development that the 
new stadium will be part of is 
well down the planning stage 
and the project is just waiting 
for the go ahead by the new 
government. Everyone at the 
Tigers has their fingers crossed 
for positive news. 

I have so many great memo-
ries of our Wheldon Road 
ground, fondly known these 
days as The Jungle, and it has 
got a very special place in my 
heart. The ground itself can 
create an atmosphere like few 
others, but as much as I love it, 
the club desperately needs new 
facilities fit for the 21st Century.

It isn’t just for the players and 
spectators to have a nice new 
environment to play and watch 

rugby; it is vital if the club is to 
have any chance of becoming 
self-sufficient and securing its 
long term future. I’m very confi-
dent Castleford can achieve this 
with the right business model at 
a new ground.

There is a ridiculous amount 
of planning that goes into 
designing a stadium but from 
my point of view the first 
consideration ought to be recre-
ating the atmosphere of The 
Jungle. It fires you up to play 
and adds to the intensity of 
the game. If you can get it right 
at your home ground you can 
make it a hostile place for visit-
ing teams and straight away 
that can get your team on the 
front foot. 

Making your home ground a 
‘fortress’ is something I’m sure 
every team will talk about going 
into a new season and Castle-
ford is no different, so giving our 
crowd the best opportunity to 
create the right atmosphere is 
the main feature I’d like to see at 

the new development. 
I’m not sure what regulations 

are in place regarding how far 
spectators have to be from the 
pitch but getting them as close 
to the action as possible is one 
way to engage fans. 

Another way to create this 
desired atmosphere is to have a 
big crowd. 

Castleford’s new stadium is 
set to have a 10,000 capacity; 
some might say that is small 
but I think it’s a smart move, the 
ground will either be sold out or 
be pretty close to it each week. 

Although achieving a good 
atmosphere is important, with 
Super League teams only play-
ing around 15 home games a 
season, clubs need to be able to 
offer so much more than that to 
prosper. Many, if not all profes-
sional sports clubs will offer a 
range of corporate facilities, and 
the new arrangement at Castle-
ford should enable the Tigers to 
significantly increase their reve-
nue streams. 

MIKE
The Castleford and England star writes monthly for RLW

As much as I love playing 
at The Jungle, the club 

desperately needs new facilities 
fit for the 21st Century.”
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I’ve been interested in a devel-
opment taking place in rugby 
union where Wasps have taken 
themselves into unchartered 
territory by uprooting from their 
High Wycombe home in London 
and buying the 32,600 capacity 
Ricoh Arena in Coventry. 

A pretty unusual move in 
English sport but they have 
improved attendances and 
revenues and are on the verge 
of becoming the richest rugby 
team in the world. 

Wasps have made this possi-
ble through a groundbreaking 
business model that maximises 
their facilities; these include a 
casino, hotel, two restaurants, 
40,500 capacity concert venue 
and a 6,000 square metre 
indoor facility. Other clubs might 
have similar features but where 
Wasps have broken new ground 
is that earlier this year they 
launched a ‘Retail Bond’ listed 
on the London Stock Exchange, 
which is expected to raise up to 
£35 million. Now I’m not saying 
this is the future of our sport 
— and I’m not sure if Super 
League clubs have the stability 
to launch a retail bond scheme 
to create capital but if our clubs 
could do that, the exposure of 
being part of the London Stock 
Exchange could be tremen-
dously significant. Anyway that’s 
getting slightly too complicated 
for me — I feel like my brain 
is about to explode trying to 
understand the stock exchange 
and bonds! No wonder Wasps 
are the first club to have a 
crack at it. I think aspects Rugby 
League clubs can take from 
Wasps’ business is the diversi-
fication of their model, and a 
smartly-planned stadium with 
the correct facilities to cater for 
a wide range of ventures such 
as restaurants, hotels, gyms and 
corporate event function rooms 

is definitely achievable.
Taking a look back at all the 

stadia I’ve played at during 
my career so far, my top three 
favourites are very special and 
all have a significant place 
within Rugby League.

Third place would be Suncorp 
Stadium in Brisbane. I played 
there last year (pictured above) 
and it’s easy to see why all 
the Aussies hold it in such 
high regard. The steep stands 
and blistering sun created the 
perfect sporting environment.

In second place is Old Trafford 
and top of my list is Wemb-
ley. Just the history these two 
iconic venues, which between 

them have hosted countless 
Grand Finals, internation-
als and Challenge Cup finals, 
and the status they hold within 
our game because of that, is 
enough for me. A question a 
lot of players get from fans and 
reporters is what is your favorite 
away ground to play at in Super 
League. For me it is Headingley 
in Leeds. There’s just something 
special about that place and 
I’m sure it comes down to the 
history of it but most of all, the 
atmosphere it has. To go there 
and come away with a victory 
is one of the biggest challenges 
we come across, so when it 
happens it’s pretty special.

SHENTON
 Email topic suggestions to mike.shenton@totalrl.com

n

MIKE SHENTON.indd   3 18/05/2015   12:09



EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

MANY
HAPPY
RETURNS

Almost a year since returning to the 
code that made him, we sat down with 
Wigan star Joel Tomkins and discussed 

everything from his surprise at being 
selected in England’s 2014 Four 
Nations squad to the impending 

return of brother Sam
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selected in England’s 2014 Four 
Nations squad to the impending 

return of brother Sam

To subscribe, visit www.totalrl.com/shop 25Issue 410

TOMKINS.indd   3 18/05/2015   12:10



Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld26 Issue 410

W
AITING IN THE 
DW Stadium 
tunnel to step onto 
a red carpet that 

greeted his return to Wigan, Joel 
Tomkins was as nervous as he’d 
been before any match during 
his career.

It was June last year, and 
Tomkins’ move back to the Warri-
ors from rugby union was given 
the grandest of fanfares by the 
club at half-time in their Super 
League clash with Widnes.

Fast-forward almost 12 months, 
and a similar announcement was 
made to confirm the return of 
Tomkins’ younger brother Sam 
from New Zealand Warriors, 
although this time not in person 
given the logistics involved.

Wigan, their chairman Ian 
Lenagan and coach Shaun Wane 
have made no secret of their 
stance of allowing homegrown 
players to experience new chal-
lenges elsewhere, with the 
understanding that the door 
remains open. 

Prop Lee Mossop is a third player 
to undertake such a journey, 
having rejoined the club this 
season following a short spell in 
with Parramatta in the NRL.

It’s an approach that Tomkins 
senior — at 28 the eldest of the 
three brothers with 23-year-old 
Logan the youngest — believes will 
serve Wigan well in coming years.

“I think Ian Lenagan has done a 
really good job with that,” Tomkins 
tells Rugby League World from the 
Warriors training base at Orrell.

“Since he’s come to Wigan he’s 
made it clear that his philosophy is 
that if a homegrown player wants 
to leave he’ll let them leave, and 
if he feels they will add value he’ll 
always have them back. 

“He’s not going to be the kind of 
person that if you leave, that’s the 
end of it. If they go away and want 
to do something different and try 
something new, there’s always 
that option to come back if you’re 
playing well. 

“What he does is takes away 
that pressure of if you leave you 

can never come back. He knows 
that it is a short career — he’s a 
smart bloke and understands that 
people will want to try something 
different. You don’t get many 
jobs where you get the opportu-
nity to go over to New Zealand or 
Australia, or try a different code. 
He’s got a really good attitude.”

Last month Joel was part of the 
Wigan side that beat Warrington 
as the Warriors confirmed the 
expected return of another prodi-
gal son in brother Sam.

“Sam has enjoyed his time over 
there but he feels like it’s good 
timing to come back. It’s probably 
a similar experience to me — he 
wanted to try something different 
and he left with the understanding 
with Ian Lenagan that there may 
be the option to come back, and 
he’s taken up that option.

“We’re very close but we’re 
also very independent people. I 
wouldn’t try and sway his judge-
ment in any way. He spoke about 
possibly coming back and it was 
his decision in the end, he’s made 

I DON’T THINK 
SAM’S EVER 

FANCIED RUGBY 
UNION TO BE 
HONEST. I THINK 
HE’S TOO GOOD OF 
A RUGBY LEAGUE 
PLAYER TO GO.”
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that choice for himself. I think it’s 
probably the right one. He’ll be 
26/27 when he comes back so he 
gives himself a big enough time 
space to get his teeth stuck into 
Super League again.”

On the way in which the club 
trumpeted both brothers’ returns, 
Joel added: “It was really good. 

“It was a highlight of my career 
because I was as nervous coming 
out at half-time as I have been for 
any game.

“It was nerve-wracking and 
then to get the reception I got — it 
was a special moment for me and 
really humbling. 

“That’s a moment I’ll look back 
on when I’ve finished playing with 
really fond memories.”

Now all three Tomkins brothers 
are set to be reunited in a Wigan 
shirt next season.

“Logan’s done really well this 
year when he’s played, he’s done 
himself proud. Hopefully at some 
point we can all be on the field 
together again.”

NO REGRETS
Despite the red carpet fanfare 
and the fact he ended the season 
playing in a Grand Final and for 
England, Joel admits his return 
to the 13-man code was far from 
straight forward.

“It was a difficult year last year. 
Coming back part way through a 
season is tough enough, but I had a 
back injury as well. 

“I was just trying to get back 
into the rhythm of Rugby League 
and get my body back into shape. 

“I’m sure when I finish playing 
I’ll look back and that will stand 
out as a really tough transition. 

“It’s quite hard to explain, but 
the intricacies of the game are 
massively different. You’ve got 
to lose these habits that I spent a 
long time in rugby union trying to 
pick up, and then pick up the old 
habits of Rugby League that I’d 
spent a long time trying to lose. 

“I’m not saying it’s the hardest 
thing in the world, but it’s a differ-
ent kind of training and you’ve got 
to get your body used to the differ-
ent types of contact and fitness. 

“There were all those different 
elements and it was a challenge. I 
was looking for a challenge when 

I moved over to rugby union 
initially and it certainly was that. 
But it was probably as much of a 
challenge coming back last year.”

With Sam Burgess currently 
plying his trade with Bath, code-
hoppers remain as topical as ever. 

Tomkins spent three years in 
union, earning three senior caps 
for his country.

“I’ve got good memories of it,” 
he says. “I don’t regret doing it, 
because if I hadn’t I’d always have 
been thinking ‘what if?’ 

“I’d always known that I wanted 
to try something different. We’ve 
only got a short career — if you 
play for 10 years you’ve done well. 

“I’ve always wanted to try 
something different within my 
time in rugby and I’m glad I’ve 
done that. I feel very lucky that 
I’ve got to come back to Rugby 
League and play for this club. 

“It could have been more 
successful, but that’s life.

“I went okay. I only played two 
full seasons in rugby union so 
it’s not a massive amount of time 

to play, but I got three caps for 
England which I’m really proud of. 

“I felt like I got to a point at 
Saracens where I was a valued 
member of the team, so I’m proud 
of my time in rugby union. 

“I’m never going to be on a level 
of some players that have gone 
to rugby union, when you look at 
Jason Robinson, and Chris Ashton 
I suppose, although he went over a 
lot earlier. I’m never going to be in 
that category but I’m proud that I 
went over, made the England team 
and was a value to Saracens.”

Did Sam ask Joel about his time 
in the 15-man code and was that 
ever an option for him?

“I don’t think Sam’s ever 
fancied rugby union to be honest. 

“I think he’s too good of a Rugby 
League player to go over. 

“I know that sounds a bit silly, 
but his skill set in Rugby League 
just matches perfectly. I think he 
always had that ambition to go to 
the NRL, and now he’s done that 
I’m sure he’ll come back and give 
his all for Wigan.”u

Let us know who you 
would like to see 

interviewed in future 
issues by  getting in 

touch on Twitter

@RLWorld
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HOME FROM HOME
Returning to the Warriors 
certainly wasn’t a difficult deci-
sion for Joel. 

He didn’t speak to any other 
potential suitors, and negotiations 
with the club took less than half 
an hour.

“I signed a three-year deal with 
Saracens and I was always going to 
honour that contract,” he said.

“I had a chat with Waney and 
Rads (Kris Radlinski) and always 
stayed in contact with them. 

“They said if there was an 
opportunity to come back then 
would I be interested, and I sat 
down and thought about it. 

“My wife was pregnant at the 
time and we had it in our heads 
that we wanted to come back one 
day. 

“The timing just felt right and it 
just happened from there.

“I only spoke to Wigan. That 
was the only option at the time 
— I didn’t even look at any other 
avenues because I wanted to come 
back to Wigan. 

“We had a chat — it was literally 
20 minutes before we agreed and 

within a week it was done.”
Despite reservations about how 

his transition back to league went 
initially, Tomkins was selected in 
the England squad for the Four 
Nations last year, featuring in all 
three matches and scoring against 
Samoa. Like Wigan, he feels 
that the national side is moving 
forward at present.

“I was a bit surprised to be 
selected last year, but Steve 
McNamara explained that it was 
quite a young squad he was taking 
and he wanted someone with a bit 
of experience to go along. 

“That was one of his reasons for 
taking me and I enjoyed the tour.

“I looked at the squad and the 
average age, and when you look at 
the Burgess twins and players like 
that then we’re definitely going in 
the right direction. I think Steve 
Mac has done a good job as well, 
he’s tried to bring in that philoso-
phy of playing young players who 
will be here for the long haul. 

“If it can keep on improving like 
we have the last few years then we 
will be there or thereabouts. 

“We were desperately close last 

year and it was really disappoint-
ing, then the year before there was 
the last minute loss against New 
Zealand as well. 

“It’s the same story — so close 
yet so far, but hopefully with the 
same group of players coming 
through I think we can get there.”

Given the Kiwis’ performance 
against Australia in the ANZAC 
test, and their new number one 
status, it’s a formidable challenge 
lying ahead of England in Autumn.

“They’re a very good team aren’t 
they? But I think they’ll look at the 
England squad as well, and every-
body’s going to be a year older this 
year which is a good thing. I think 
it’ll be a great series.”

Tomkins’ own selection looks 
a certainty based on his form this 
season for Wigan, both in the back 
row and at centre.

“On a personal level I think 
it’s gone OK, I’ve been swapped 
around a little bit because of inju-
ries that we’ve had so I’ve played 
a bit in the centres and a bit in the 
back row, but overall I’ve been 
pretty pleased.

“I don’t have a preference really. 

JOEL TOMKINS INTERVIEW

Below Sam Tomkins 
has announced he 

will be returning to 
Wigan Warriors on a 

four-year deal at the 
end of the season

TOMKINS.indd   6 18/05/2015   12:10



To subscribe, visit www.totalrl.com/shop 29Issue 410

“Whatever’s best for the team — 
I know everybody says that but I 
genuinely mean it. 

“With Sarge (Dan Sarginson) 
and Gells (Anthony Gelling), 
when those two are fit I think 
they’re going to be our first choice 
centres, but Waney thinks I can do 
a job there and quite likes me play-
ing there. If he wants me to play 
there I’m happy to do it.”

HOMEGROWN HEROES
Wigan’s start to the 2015 campaign 
was somewhat stuttering. 

Promising performances were 
interrupted by disappointing 
defeats at Hull KR, Salford and 
Castleford, the latter of which 
coach Wane described as the 
lowest point of his career.

Much of that initial inconsist-
ency has been put down to a new 
attacking system the coaching 
staff put in place for this year.

“We felt like we’d become a bit 
predictable last season — teams 
kind of worked our plays out to a 
certain point,” he said. 

“We spent the pre-season 
changing a lot of things around 

and I think that probably showed 
in the first month. It was always 
going to take that bit of time and 
we had to accept that — we had a 
new halfback pairing as well. 

“We took a bit of time but over 
the last few weeks it’s really come 
together and everybody has gelled 
a bit more. 

“Our goal is to win the Grand 
Final. We’re in with a chance and 
we’re going well. We had a bit of a 
stuttering start but we’re starting 
to hit our straps now. 

“Hopefully we can keep on 
improving, but we know we’re not 
the finished article yet. There will 
be a few teams in with a shout at 
the end and with it being changed 
to a top four, it’s going to be an 
exciting end to the season.”

Wane himself has a long-term 
dream of winning a Grand Final 
with a team of entirely home-
grown Wigan players.

“I think he genuinely means 
that — Shaun’s as passionate as 
anybody about homegrown play-
ers and he always has been,” 
Tomkins adds. 

“His experience of coming 

through the scholarship and the 
academy, he really values that 
system and he wants to have a 
team full of homegrown play-
ers. I don’t think we’ll have it in 
the next couple of years but a 
few years down the line it’s defi-
nitely achievable. If you look at 
our coaching staff it’s pretty much 
all local people, even through to 
the conditioners and physio staff. 
That’s what we’re trying to push 
here — we’re trying to get as many 
local juniors here coming through 
the system. 

“Waney is head coach now, 
when I was 13 he was starting with 
the scholarship and worked his 
way through for about 10 years. 
Now he’s won the double. It’s a 
fairytale story really, and at the 
minute the club is going in the 
right direction. 

“It’s not just us, if you look at 
Leeds they’re doing a similar type 
of thing as well. 

“To strengthen Super League 
and strengthen it as a brand, we’ve 
got to have more homegrown 
players coming through and that’s 
what we’re doing.” n

Below Shaun Wane’s 
policy of keeping the 
door open to Wigan 
players looking for 

new experienced has 
been praised by 

Joel Tomkins
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HERE HAS BEEN 
a lot of debate 
this season about 
the scheduling of 

games and Widnes Vikings 
coach Denis Betts has gone 
as far as to say that we should 
stop playing on Sundays to 
avoid issues that arise when 
games are switched for televi-
sion coverage.

I disagree with Denis, 
For me, Sunday is a good day 

for Rugby League.
Obviously being a Leeds 

player we play most of our 
games on a Friday night at 
home but I have no qualms with 
travelling away to places like 
Wakefield and Widnes where 
the games are usually on a 

Sunday. The fans are used to 
that and get into a routine and I 
think that’s useful. 

Also, teams that are used to 
playing on a Sunday can use it 
to their advantage in terms of 
preparation against teams like 
us that are used to playing on 
a Friday. I think Sundays should 
be kept but the bigger issue is 
Thursday. I know it’s out of our 
hands with the Sky deal and we 
get dictated to as to when we 
have to play but it’s a problem.

For example, when you have, 
say, Hull playing Wigan and one 
set of fans has to travel across 
the country to watch the game 
on a midweek evening. 

Our sport is an entertain-
ment and a lot of people who 

watch it are working class and 
will have to get up for work on 
Friday morning so if you have 
a late evening kick-off that 
becomes a problem for them, 
and we need as many fans as 
possible to come and watch the 
game. I do worry about that.

I understand that Thursday 
night games are apparently 
getting very good audiences on 
TV, but we need fans through 
the turnstiles too and I’m sure 
most chief executives at the 
clubs would prefer that as it 
brings money directly into the 
clubs. It’s better for the fans too 
if they can get to a live game so 
they can join in the singing and 
chanting rather than watching 
it on TV.

RYAN
The Leeds and England star writes monthly for RLW

If it was a choice 
between playing 

in front of 100,000 fans 
inside the stadium, or at 
an empty ground with 
millions watching on TV, 
I’d definitely choose the 
first option.”

Top Five
Songs This

Month

OMI
Cheerleader

Ludovico Einaudi
Nightbook

Kygo
Firestone

Marching on 
Together

Because my two-
year-old son sings 

it all the time!

Disney’s Frozen
Let It Go
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I’m not disregarding the part TV 
plays in our game and Sky put 
a lot of money in for the broad-
casting rights.

Some people might wonder 
what impact scheduling has 
on player welfare, for example 
if you play on a Sunday after-
noon and then your next game 
is on Thursday evening, it’s a 
short turnaround with less time 
to prepare. However, clubs and 
players are aware of the fixture 
list and so it becomes a matter 
of the right preparation. If you 
are properly prepared then 
it is less of a problem than if 
you aren’t. I think the RFL also 
try to make sure there aren’t 
too many occasions on which 
clubs have to play Sunday then 
Thursday. It’s like Easter, every 
club knows it has two games to 
get through in a short period of 
time and we all manage to do it. 
Those who prepare the best for 
that get the best results.

In terms of alternative days to 
play on, Saturday is an option 
but then you are up against 
rival attractions like Premier-
ship football and also it impacts 
on amateurs who play the 
game themselves and would 
be unable to come along and 
watch their local Super League 
side in action.

It’s up to the clubs to work 
out when it best for them to 
play and be able to pull in the 
biggest crowds and the most 
money. As players, we might 
personally think it would be 
preferable to play on a certain 
day, but we would say that 
without knowing all the finan-
cial implications.

I suppose what I am saying is 
‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’ The 
more you buy into these situa-
tions rather than fight against 
them the more success you’ll 
have. Rather than moan about 

having to play on a Sunday just 
be positive about it and get on 
with it and the more success 
you will have.

I think Sky TV are tremendous 
for Rugby League in terms of the 
amount of money them pump 
into the game and it works both 
ways as Rugby League has been 
great for them too in terms of 
the audiences it brings in. In 
that regard, I think they do have 
some right to be able to deter-
mine when certain games are 
played, like those that are likely 
to pull in the biggest number 
of viewers. That said, I do 
believe Rugby League is primar-
ily a spectator sport and best 
watched live at the stadium. 

One example I’d give is 
that our recent game against 
Widnes, myself and other play-
ers went round the ground with 
buckets collecting money for 
the Danny Jones fund, and the 
fans were interacting with us 
and feeling part of the Rugby 
League community, people 

from all backgrounds coming 
together to support one of our 
own, even though Danny did 
not play for either Leeds or 
Widnes. It was an overwhelming 
experience. That’s something 
you would never get from just 
watching it on TV.  

If it was a personal choice 
between playing in a game in 
front of 100,000 fans inside the 
stadium, or at an empty ground 
with millions watching on TV, I’d 
definitely choose the former. 

That’s why we play the game, 
that’s why we want to reach 
the big finals because they are 
played in front of huge crowds 
at the best stadiums. 

I’m privileged to play for Leeds 
Rhinos in front of good crowds 
at Headingley every other week, 
but even that doesn’t compare 
to Old Trafford or Wembley, it’s 
on another level altogether. 

Also, the bigger the crowd at 
the live venue, the better it looks 
to TV viewers watching at  
home too.

HALL
 Email suggestions to ryan.hall@totalrl.com

n

RYAN HALL.indd   3 18/05/2015   12:11



Italian international Josh Mantellato’s career has 
taken flight with Hull Kingston Rovers this season

Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld32 Issue 410Rugby League
WORLD

MANTELLATO.indd   2 18/05/2015   12:11



OUT OF THE

BLUE
Italian international Josh Mantellato’s career has 

taken flight with Hull Kingston Rovers this season
WORDS GAVIN WILLACY PHOTOGRAPHY SWPIX, RLPHOTOS, ACTION

To subscribe, visit www.totalrl.com/shop 33Issue 410 Rugby League
WORLD

Match as Italy’s almost-all stars 
ensured Wales’ campaign got 
off to a start from which they 
have yet to recover, scoring a try 
and four goals in a 32-16 win. 

Few other than the handful 
of Italian Rugby League aficio-
nados knew Mantellato was 
a decent winger and a prolific 
goalkicker. Eighteen months ago 
he was a 26-year-old pastry 
chef-turned-fitness instructor. 

Now he is the leading points 
scorer in Super League, a man 
who has only been a full-time 
rugby player for 18 months. 

And it all happened because 
of Paul Franze, the former 
(briefly) Castleford centre.

“I was playing against him for 
Wyong [in Australia] about five 
years ago and he put my name 
forward to Carlo Napolitano, the 
Italy coach. Six weeks later I was 
on a plane to Europe to play 
against Wales. Then I played in 
the World Cup qualifiers when 
we had the likes of Anthony 

Minichiello and Cameron Ciraldo 
coming into the squad. 

“Mixing it with them made me 
want to go to Newcastle and 
give it a crack to see if I could 
cope with NRL reserve players. 

And because Italy qualified for 
the World Cup, I knew I had to 
play at a higher level. Italy was 
the catalyst for my club career.”

Mantellato is the archetypal 
‘next man up’ candidate. 

Wise scouts will look closely 
at players unable to oust star 
performers from first teams, 
such as the men playing full-
back, hooker and half-back 
for Melbourne Storm’s feeder 
teams. With top young English 
talent already getting its oppor-
tunity in Super League, our 
major clubs are hunting the 
NSW Cup and Queensland’s 
Intrust Super Cup for bargains 
with EU or Kolpak passports, 
players just waiting for their 
chance and prepared to be 
underpaid for it. 

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

I
F YOU’D MENTIONED 
the name Josh 
Mantellato in the pubs 
of East Hull a year ago, 

you would have been guaran-
teed blank looks.

In rugby club bars in Cardiff 
or Wrexham you might have 
earned a raised eyebrow or 
a tut. For until this season’s 
exploits at Hull Kingston Rovers, 
Mantellato was known for little 
more than being Wales’ neme-
sis. He made his Italy debut in 
a win over Lebanon at Padova, 
a few miles from his grandpar-
ents’ home town, in September 
2010. A week later he kicked the 
Azzurri to victory over a young 
Wales side at Wrexham. 

It was the start of a journey 
with coach Carlo Napolitano’s 
squad that would lead to much 
bigger stages. 

In the double-header that 
opened the 2013 RL World Cup 
under the Millennium Stadium’s 
closed roof, he was Man of the 

n

u
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CODE SWITCH
A face on the Newcastle league 
scene, Mantellato had domi-
nated the Newcastle district 
competition with Wyong Roos, 
winning the league in 2009 and 
being top scorer in 2011, earning 
a call up for NSW Country. 

Having kicked a remarkable 
33 goals and scored four tries in 
World Cup qualifiers — includ-
ing a personal best of 36 points 
against Russia — Mantellato 
was nearly lost to the code. 

Italian rugby union clubs were 
alerted to this third-generation 
points machine. 

“There was a bit of interest 
and I would have gone but I 
needed an EU passport, which I 
didn’t have at the time,” admits 
the Gosford-born wing. 

“So it didn’t work out — I’m 
glad it didn’t.” 

So are the east side of Hull.
Instead he trialled over the 

Australian summer for the 
Knights’ reserve grade and got 
the nod for their 2012 season 
opener. He never looked back. 

In three seasons there he 
was both the NSW Cup’s top 
points scorer and in the Team 

of the Year every campaign. 
In an emotional sign off from 
Newcastle at the end of the 
2014 season, when they lost the 
NSW Cup Grand Final to Penrith 
reserve grade, he proclaimed 
that he had achieved what he 
had come for: to play in the 
NRL. He played twice, in fact. 
But keeping the former Newcas-
tle Rebel out of their NRL team 
were a trio of Australian inter-
national wingers: Akuila Uate, 
James McManus and boom 
teenager Sione Mata’utia. No 
shame there. 

But Rovers’ scouts knew what 
they were getting: a try-scoring 
finisher on the left wing or a 
neat centre, and a deadly goal-
kicker. His 30 point haul out 
of Rovers’ 50 at Odsal in the 
Challenge Cup tie against Brad-
ford Bulls proved that. Already 
turned 28, he has the body of a 
much younger full-time player, 
having been battered on a daily 
basis for just over a year.

“That’s true. I’ve only really 
had bone injuries, not knee or 
shoulder, cartilage or joint inju-
ries. I’ve been playing against 
grown men in the local comp 

since I was 19 so I had to grow 
up early rather than playing 
Under-20s. That’s helped me. 

“But I’m not burnt out like 
some players who’ve done ten 
pre-seasons. It’s all such a new 
thing for me. I feel really fresh 
mentally and physically.”

COSMOPOLITAN
With his trim beard and legs up 
to his arm-pits, Mantellato, who 
is only four centimetres shy of 
two metres tall, has something 
of the film star look about him. 

A touch of Matthew McCo-
naughey, a young Jeff Bridges or 
maybe even Ryan Gosling. 

All could play him in a movie 
about his life, the Australian 
version of the movie ‘Invincible’, 
the true story about a bartender 
who made it to the NFL at 30.

He joins a Rovers team that 
has claims on being the most 
cosmopolitan in the compe-
tition. While most were born 
in England or Australia, they 
have international players 
capped by Scotland (Adam 
Walker and Sonny Esslem-
ont), Ireland (Tyrone McCarthy), 
Italy (Mantellato), France (John 

JOSH MANTELLATO

I’m not burnt out like 
some players who’ve 

done 10 pre-seasons. It’s all 
such a new thing for me.”

Below Mantellato in 
his time with NRL side 

Newcastle Knights
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Boudebza and Kevin Larroyer) 
and Australia (Terry Campese), 
while their English contingent 
includes two Cumbrians (Shaun 
Lunt and James Donaldson), 
two Lancastrians (Darrell 
Goulding and Greg Burke), and 
a southerner (Kieran Dixon). 
Throw all that lot together with 
half a dozen locals and three 
other Aussies, and coach Chris 
Chester has a moulding job on 
his hands. 

That would probably explain 
their strange season so far. 

With virtually a new team, 
a couple of months into the 
season they looked top four 
play-off contenders. 

A month later they were fight-
ing to stay out of the bottom 
four heading to the Qualifiers. 

“It’s so tight at the moment. 
Win two games in a row an you 
are right up there. Everyone is 
beating everyone. Personally I 
don’t look at the league ladder. 
I don’t even look to see who 
we’re playing in two weeks’ time. 
I just concentrate on this week.

“I struggled the first couple 
of rounds with the style of play, 
which is much more attacking 

than in the NRL. Teams might 
spread it wide on their own 20 
metres on the second tackle, 
which never happens back 
home. But I picked it up pretty 
quickly. Having so many new 
players was probably a good 
thing for me as we were all in 
the same boat but it took a 
while for combinations to gel.”

KICKING ON
Despite wearing squad number 
4 and playing centre at times in 
his career, Mantellato came over 
expecting to play full-back or 
wing for Rovers. He is currently 
occupying the left wing slot 
outside Kris Welham and enjoy-
ing the expansive style of his 
new team-mates. 

“We’ve got a very excit-
ing squad and play an exciting 
brand of footy,” he said.

“Playing outside Terry Camp-
ese has been great for me. He 
helps me a lot in both attack 
and defence. It’s been a great 
three or four months so far. 

‘We’ve got to aim for the top 
eight and take it on from there.”

His goalkicking could make 
the difference between Rovers 

making the eight or not. 
Considering his prolific accu-

racy ensures almost every try 
is converted, he agrees that 
he probably earns his teams 
three or four wins a season, a 
vital addition to a team yet a 
strangely undervalued one.

“I do think goalkicking is hugely 
underrated. We’ve had a couple 
of close wins by two points or 
so this season because of the 
goals. Essentially the kicker is 
scoring a third of his team’s 
points. I’ve always loved it and 
practise as much as I can. I’ve 
put the work in over the years 
on my technique so don’t do it 
every day but I really enjoy it.”

When Mantellato missed the 
60-0 drubbing at Wigan to go 
home to Australia to be best 
man at his brother’s wedding, 
the club tried to keep it quiet 
until press requests for inter-
views with him forced their 
hand. That was quite a change 
from being ‘Josh Manta-what?’ 
earlier this year. 

“I suppose I should take it as a 
compliment,” he says humbly. 

He can’t leave the country 
without being missed any more. n

Below Mantellato is 
thrilled to be playing 

alongside compatriot 
Terry Campese
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We prefer 
Sundays, we 

engage in that family 
feel and family 
atmosphere and 
everything we do 
is based around 

families. We find 
Fridays difficult.”

Tigers CEO 
Steve Gill
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W
ARRINGTON,  
one of the 
bastions of 
Sunday rugby, 

have begun to lobby their fans 
for a switch to Friday night, 
arguing that it creates a better 
atmosphere and reduces 
the inconvenience caused by 
switching matches for televi-
sion purposes.

Perhaps they’ve been listening 
to Widnes coach Denis Betts, 
who provoked much furrowing 
of brows with his call to sacrifice 
the Sabbath.

Betts wanted to prompt a 
game-wide discussion on the 
subject and, while for the tradi-
tionalists it was like tossing a 
hand grenade and waiting for 
the explosion, there is plenty of 
logic behind the suggestion.

Exasperated by short 
turn-arounds from Sunday 
to Thursday or simply frus-
trated by the continual shifting 
of matches to avoid them, 
coaches like Betts have come 

to the conclusion that it would 
be best to avoid Sunday fixtures 
altogether. Super League 
general manager Blake Solly 
insists Sky TV’s Thursday night 
slot is here to stay — and they 
now come around with more 
regularity for clubs with the 
reduction from 14 to 12 — so the 
question is how best to accom-
modate them.

“We’ve got to look at the 
league and the structure if our 
main sponsors and the people 
driving our sport want Thursday 
and Friday games to be on TV,” 
Betts says.

“I think Saturdays have 
worked for a few teams so why 
not look at Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday as being Rugby 
League days?”

Yorkshire Television’s bril-
liant documentary “Another 
Bloody Sunday”,  a warts-and-
all portrayal of Doncaster’s 
perennial battle for survival, was 
firm evidence that, by 1980, 
the Sabbath had become the 

regular game day for the major-
ity of clubs.

But it was not always so.
“Games used to be played on 

Saturdays for a long number of 
years and then they moved to 
Sundays,” Betts says. 

“So it’s not as if it’s always 
been Sundays.”

Sky flirted with Saturday 
evening and Monday night for 
their second televised match 
before plumping for Thursday 
and Solly is confident they can 
become not only acceptable 
but enjoyable.

“Thursdays are part of the 
new Sky broadcast contract,” 
Solly says. 

“They are a bit of a challenge 
but the viewing audiences for 
Thursday nights over the last 
two years have been extremely 
strong and it offers us an oppor-
tunity to attract a new audience.

“Widnes got their big crowd 
at the start of the season on 
a Thursday night when they 
tried a different tactic and got 

INVESTIGATION

u

Let us know what you 
think by getting in 

touch on Twitter

@RLWorld
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a lot of new fans to the game 
and likewise, Hull FC on Easter 
Thursday did really well and 
I think attracted their biggest 
derby crowd since 2009.”

Solly makes the point that 
clubs are well compensated for 
any inconvenience caused by 
Thursday night rugby and says 
Super League has sought to 
reduce the impact.

“What we are trying to do 
increasingly is give clubs their 
fixture lists for the following year 
earlier than they’ve had before,” 
Solly says. 

“So last year the clubs got 
their fixture lists, with all the 
Thursday night selections, the 
week after the Grand Final 
which was a month earlier than 
previously. Friday nights are a 
little bit different. Sky choose 
the first 12 weeks, I think, in 
advance and that reduces as 
the season goes on. 

“The reason for that is that 
we want the best games on TV 
towards the business end of the 
season and the clubs agree.”

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Widnes are currently one of six 
Super League clubs who, free 
from other restrictions, prefer 
to play their home games on 
a Sunday yet there have been 
occasions this year when there 
has been just one or even no 
fixtures that day.

So perhaps Sundays will die a 
natural death, avoiding the need 
for a blood-thirsty cull?

Not if Castleford chief execu-
tive Steve Gill has anything to 
do with it.

“We prefer Sundays, we 
engage in that family feel and 
family atmosphere and every-
thing we do really is based 
around families,” he said.

“We find Fridays difficult to do.
“It’s a funny one. We took the 

Sky money and that’s helped us 
a lot. So we have to bite it and 
see but it doesn’t help the play-
ers in preparation, I must admit 
that it really hinders the players 
going forward if they are playing 
Sunday and they are on TV on 
Thursday evening.

“The coaches want to train 

the players and get them into a 
pattern so we want to change 
as little as possible.”

Gill, as well as your corre-
spondent, is old enough to 
remember — with fondness — 
the trips to Wheldon Road on a 
Friday night in the late 70s and 
early 80s when there was a 
rare opportunity to get a Rugby 
League “fix” before the weekend 
proper, but the Tigers will not be 
turning the clock back.

“We have thought about 
Friday night games but we are 
conscious, as a family-orien-
tated club, that we have a lot of 
young kids coming to our games 
and it’s a bit late for them and 
then you’ve got to look at the 
away fans getting over the M62,” 
Gill says.

“Ultimately, as well, when 
people buy season tickets, 
they usually look at their work 

pattern to see if they can get to 
all the games when the fixtures 
are announced and then when 
they’re changing it and say they 
work Friday nights and they 
can’t get there, they do contem-
plate whether to buy a season 
ticket. We do understand where 
Denis is coming from. It would 
be a lot easier for us logistically 
to play Friday nights and there is 
no change in the fixtures. I think 
it’s something that we have 
to sit down with the RFL and 
discuss a way forward.

“There are a lot of negatives 
but the positives are that we are 
a family club and we provide 
family values, we get a lot of 
young kids coming because 
of what we do on match days 
and we’d hate to lose that. We 
still prefer Sundays and we will 
maintain Sundays throughout 
2016 as well.”

SCHEDULING We get rid of Sunday 
afternoon at our peril. If most 

games are played on Friday night, 
who’s left watching on Sky, for 
instance?” Chris Irvine, The Times

Below Leeds Rhinos 
star Ryan Hall doesn’t 

believe the schedule 
needs changing — 
turn to page 30 to 

read his latest column 
addressing the topic
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ASK THE FANS
Wakefield, Hull KR and 
Huddersfield also look set to 
stick with Sundays and that 
is music to the ears of Chris 
Irvine, the long-standing Rugby 
League correspondent for The 
Times and Sunday Times and a 
journalism lecturer who remains 
firmly in the traditionalist camp.

“For some of us oldies, 
Sunday remains the day for 
Rugby League,” Irvine says. 

“No late nights, no M62 hold-
ups (most of the time), no mad 
dash for we newspaper journal-
ists knowing that if the game 
slips past 10pm, it won’t make 
the edition. 

“There’s time to actually 
watch the game.

“In the rush to play Thursday 
and Friday nights, the people 
who turn up at the likes of 
Castleford, Hull KR and Widnes, 

simply because it is a Sunday 
and it fits with their weekend 
pattern, get forgotten.

“There are many families — 
and we’re supposed to be a 
family sport, aren’t we? — who 
are turned off by late nights.

“We get rid of Sunday after-
noon at our peril. 

“If most games are played on 
Friday night, who’s left watching 
on Sky, for instance?

“For some clubs, like Leeds for 
example, Friday’s work well. 

“The Leeds business commu-
nity have bought into Friday 
rugby. That’s not the case for all 
clubs. Those thinking of shift-
ing to a Friday should ask their 
supporters first.

“They may well find their fans 
prefer Sunday matches. If so, it’d 
be financial madness in already 
difficult times to abandon 
Sunday game days.”

Huddersfield did ask their fans, 
just as Warrington plan to do, 
and opted to stick with Sundays 
after canvassing their views, 
although Rod Wright, a Fartown 
follower since the 1950s who is 
now secretary of the Hudders-
field Players Association, 
believes most would not be 
against a move to Fridays.

“A poll on the fans forum 
showed that a lot of fans 
wouldn’t mind Friday nights,”  
he said. 

“I know you only get the reac-
tive fans who take part but 
the consensus was that Friday 
nights would free up the rest of 
the weekend for leisure or other 
sports like cricket and golf.

“It’s not like the old days when 
you used to watch Fartown at 
three o’clock on one Saturday 
and then Huddersfield Town 
at three o’clock the follow-
ing Saturday. You were in a real 
quandary if the fixtures clashed.

“There is a need to stick with 
the same day of the week and 
our fans were leaning towards 
Friday night, although the club’s 
poll went for Sunday.

“Fans certainly don’t like 
Thursday night. 

“It’s no good for encourag-
ing kids to come to games 
and when there’s a short turn-
around it gives some teams two 
more days to recover. 

“It is certainly not a level play-
ing field anymore.”

The last word goes to Solly, 
who remains convinced Sunday 
Rugby League has a future.

“I think it will stay,” Solly adds. 
“There are definitely some clubs 
who have more success with 
Friday night crowd — you think 
of Leeds in the way they’ve built 
a Friday night audience — but 
there will always be other clubs 
who choose to play on Sunday 
where they can.

“I think the other thing that’s 
been really noticeable is that, 
having Thursday, Friday, Satur-
day, Sunday games over the 
course of a weekend has given 
us more of a profile than we 
would otherwise have had. 
We’re in the papers Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday.”n

Below Super League 
general manager 

Blake Solly
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HERE HAS BEEN A 
lot of talk about 
drugs in our sport 
recently, so this 

month I would like to address 
the topic.

For me, the biggest concerns 
we face are enhancers, like 
growth hormone and peptides. 

These things are really difficult 
to test for and I don’t know for 
sure if there is an accurate test 
for growth hormone in blood. 

I’ve heard of people talk-
ing about mates who’ve been 
on growth hormone, opening 
the fridge and it’s all there, and 
that’s a scary thought.

A lot of speculation goes on. 
It’s human instinct to speculate 
about other people, especially 
when they come from nowhere 
and then start absolutely kill-
ing it. I’ve been around people 
who’ve done exactly that. 

I think they call it `what the 
hell syndrome’ — if someone 
believes they either can’t make 
it, or they’re not where they 
want to be, they think, ‘I’m just 
going to have a dabble and if I 
get done I get done.’

There are probably too many 
people that slip through the net. 

I’m a bit cynical about the 
game because I had a few 
heroes in the past, when I was 
younger, who I looked up to, 
and I’ve seen how they’ve gone 
through their careers and I’ve 
played against them and I don’t 
believe they were all 100 per 
cent drug free. The RFL are 
really good at what they do. 

They come in and talk to 
each player. You’ve got to be 
100 per cent sure about every-
thing you’re taking. Even protein 
shakes and things like that; they 
can become contaminated. 

Some people must be getting 
away with it because in 15 years, 
playing 400 games, I’ve had one 

blood test. I could have been 
on anything, for 14, 15 years 
and no one would have been 
any the wiser. I think it’s down 
to money.  It’s expensive. The 
World Anti-Doping Association 
do the best they can with what 
they’re given. They come out 
and they give us a urine test — 
that’s what they’ve been told to 
do. But in all sports, people who 
are taking the drugs tend to be 
a step ahead. They know what’s 
being tested for so they don’t 
have anything that’s going to 
come up in a test, or they try to 
mask it somehow. 

I don’t think it’s as bad as it 
used to be but I still think there 
are players doing it. It’s hard to 
say how many. I’m not naive 
to it, I’ve heard people talk-
ing about it and having a laugh 
about it as well although that 
was a few years ago. People 
are quieter now, but you hear 
rumours about particular teams 
and also individual players. The 
only way to get round it is to do 

more profile testing on players 
coming through and make sure 
it’s kept up. 

I don’t think any teams 
encourage it, especially at 
Super League level. I think it’s 
something that all coaches 
and medical staff would advise 
against. But it’s inevitable there 
will be players who just don’t 
care about that and think using 
the stuff is the right thing to do.

Not only does that ruin a 
game, it affects the profession-
alism of the whole sport. We 
don’t know the long term health 
effects of these things, either. It’s 
beyond me why people do it.

I’ve never been in a posi-
tion where I’ve been offered 
anything, but that may be down 
to my reputation. I’ve probably 
not been seen as someone who 
would ever want to.

It takes the RFL a while but 
they do address situations 
and the common issues that 
we have. A lot of the people 
who get done for drugs tend 

EORL
The giant Giants forward writes monthly for RLW
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to be taking social or recrea-
tional drugs, or have been 
contaminated, or just maybe 
not educated enough and it 
gets them into bother. Clubs 
have trusted protein suppliers — 
I’ve got my own who I’d like to 
mention — ScrewGym — they 
look after me and check every-
thing for to ensure it’s legal. 

It’s not easy. 
Not even a Lemsip is legal 

for us. You could easily slip 
up. If you’ve got a cold and 
think, ‘I feel awful, I’ll just have 
a Lemsip,’ that could get you 
into trouble because there’s 
a substance in that called 
Phenylephrine Hydrochloride 
that will get you a ban. It’s a 
decongestant and it’s illegal. 

There is an international 
website, www.globaldro.com 
that will tell you if a substance 
is illegal. All the RFL can do is 
advise and educate. 

For me, it doesn’t take much 
of an education to realise that 
if you’ve got anything wrong 

with you, you should go to your 
club doctor, and make sure you 
are allowed to take what you’re 
given to make you better. 

And if you are going to take 
supplements, look them up first 
and make sure with your club 
that they are legal, and that the 
batch testing is being done right. 

The RFL slogan is ‘100% Me’ 
and that’s right. 

You’re the one who’s going to 
get into trouble. As a player, you 
take on the risk and it’s not a risk 
that’s worth taking. 

It’s your health. If you’re taking 
sports enhancers, you’re a cheat 
for life. There’s no way of deny-
ing that and there’s no way out 
of it. You lose all respect. 

I’ve heard about some people 
taking social drugs, like cocaine, 
even playing on it, but not now. 

Everyone, myself included, 
used to take Pseudoephedrine, 
a milder form of Ephedrine, and 
they were perfectly legal until 
they got banned. 

They’re just decongestants 

and they were brilliant before a 
game because they just cleared 
you up and you felt like you had 
a bit more energy. 

But people were splash-
ing loads of them and then it 
becomes very dangerous. 

When I used to go out when I 
was about 18, there were quite 
a few players who’d be out 
and about and they’d be taking 
cocaine just for fun. 

That was just what they did in 
those days. For me, a young kid 
coming through, that was a seri-
ous shock. As the game’s gone 
on it’s got more professional 
and you don’t really see much 
of that anymore. 

We can’t get rid of it alto-
gether unless we test everyone. 

It’s human nature for certain 
people to cheat, because they 
want to be better or they want 
to earn more money. You can 
scare people and educate 
people as much as possible 
and I think the RFL and other 
governing bodies are doing that.

CRABTREE
 Email topic suggestions to eorl.crabtree@totalrl.com
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T
HE 2015 ANZAC 
Test kicked off 44 
hours after it had 
been originally 

scheduled — but New Zealand 
showed no ill effects from the 
postponement, comprehen-
sively outplaying a flat and 
disjointed Australia in a 26-12 
triumph at Suncorp Stadium 
to signal the end of an era.

And with it, the Kiwis moved 
up to number one in the world 
for the first time since the rank-
ings began.

After a deluge in Brisbane 
forced the game to be called 
off on Friday night, a blister-
ing first-half display and a stoic 
defensive effort after the break 
spearheaded the Kiwis’ first 
mid-season Test win over the 
Kangaroos in 17 years, and — 
following on from their twin 
Four Nations victories at the 
end of 2014 — their first run of 
three successive wins over their 
traditional ‘big brother’ since 
1952-53. The Kangaroos — and 
the bookies — were confident 
of a swift turnaround once 
their plethora of stars returned 
after missing last year’s tourna-
ment. But the ultra-experienced 
home side fell woefully short 
of expectations. The thrashing 
followed a remarkably similar 
script to the last two defeats at 
the hands of the brutal, brilliant 
New Zealand side: Australia 
scores first, slips a long way 
behind by halftime, and is 
unable to reel the deficit back in 
after the break. 

The Kangaroos were blown 
off the park by the Kiwis’ attack-
ing brilliance in the 20 minutes 
before half-time, by which point 
they were trailing 26-6. They 
enjoyed 59 per cent possession 
overall and a wealth of oppor-
tunities in the Kiwis’ 20-metre 
zone during the second stanza, 
but the future-Immortal-laden 
’Roos seemed bereft of ideas, 
execution and intensity. n
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Peter Fox is rekindling his interest in Rugby League at Doncaster
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his time with Hull 
Kingston Rovers
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W
HEN PETER FOX  
leapt above 
Jarryd Hayne 
to put England 

ahead in the 2009 Four 
Nations final, his break-
through moment had arrived. 

A young lad from York was 
going up against Hayne and 
Greg Inglis and more than hold-
ing his own. Five years on, the 
very same winger found himself 
disenchanted with the sport, 
without a club and on the verge 
of retirement. In a cruel twist of 
fate, his greatest moment was 
the beginning of a career that 
Fox himself describes as ‘spiral-
ing out of control.’ A medial 
ligament injury picked up in 
the game against the Kanga-
roos was the first of countless 
setbacks that saw Fox’s love 
of the game decline. The pres-
sures of competing at an elite 
level began to take its toll on 
the winger, which quickly saw 
his time at Hull Kingston Rovers 
come to an end following head 
coach Justin Morgan’s depar-
ture in 2011, and whilst Fox’s 

performances improved upon 
his return to Wakefield the 
following year, financial diffi-
culties at the club resulted in 
his departure midway through 
last season. Fox was offered 
a contract by Halifax for the 
remainder of the 2014 season, 
but by then his appetite for the 
game had waned.

“Over my career there was a 
lot of pressure and I didn’t deal 
with it as I would have liked.”  
Fox admitted.

“I felt like I was a piece of 
meat being moved around and 
all of that pressure mounts on 
you as a player. When you go to 
work you’re supposed to enjoy it. 
All I was able to do was absorb 
the negativity that was around 
me rather than blanking it out.”

A hiatus from the game 
followed, and whilst interest in 
obtaining the winger’s signature 
was rife, Fox had no enthusi-
asm, until he was contacted 
by Doncaster head coach 
Paul Cooke with an offer that 
salvaged his career.

“I was literally a week away 

from giving up the game I love, 
but thankfully Doncaster has 
helped me and I’m so grateful 
for that. Sometimes you need to 
have the things you love taken 
away from you to realise how 
important they are to you.

“Playing for Doncaster 
couldn’t be more perfect. It 
works well for me as I’m not reli-
ant on Rugby League financially, 
so there’s not as much pressure 
on myself to earn a contract all 
the time, and as a result that’s 
starting to reflect in my perfor-
mances. I hadn’t touched a ball 
in eight months when Cookey 
messaged me. Once we agreed 
terms I turned up to meet the 
lads on Thursday, trained on 
the Sunday and played on the 
Monday as it was a bank holi-
day. I’d done no weights, no 
fitness, nothing. I thought I was 
going to be stretchered off the 
field, but I’d kept in shape.”

Time away from the sport has 
proved fruitful for Fox, who has 
used his time wisely to set up 
a health and nutrition service 
with his partner, laying the 

GAME
Back in the
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foundations for when his life in 
Rugby League does inevitably 
come to an end.

“If it wasn’t for me using 
my head a bit two years ago I 
would be in a different place 
now. I made the decision that 
Rugby League wasn’t going to 
last forever, and I’m glad I made 
that choice because I went 
from a nice full-time salary at 
Wakefield to being part-time 
at Halifax and then to nothing 
within eight months. 

“Doing the nutrition work 
covered me during that time.”

The lure of a return to full-
time Rugby League is not 
appealing to Fox, who, despite 
enjoying a number of prolific 
seasons in Super League, 
grimaces when remembering 
the dark times.

“I guess I had a bit of bad 
luck,” he said. 

“At Rovers we had so much 
expectation after finishing fourth 
in 2009 that the pressure was 
weighing the squad down. 

“The club spent a lot of money 
on players but the results didn’t 

go our way. When Justin Morgan 
left it took all the enjoyment out 
of it for me.

“Wakefield was good at first 
but once the financial problems 
started it was something I didn’t 
want to worry about. 

“Then at Halifax, Karl Harrison 
left the club and the travelling 
was getting to me, too. I could 
have stayed, but that was when 
I wasn’t enjoying my rugby.”

Nevertheless, the 30-year-old 
still takes pride in his accom-
plishments, in particular his 
involvement with England.

“I started at Leeds Rhinos 
in the youth team when Tony 
Smith was head coach. Unfor-
tunately Tony didn’t pick me for 
the first team. I eventually went 
to his office to talk to him about 
the reasons why. It didn’t go 
well, but I think he respected the 
fact I stuck up for myself.

“When I was at Rovers, Tony 
got appointed as the coach of 
England, so I thought I had no 
chance. One Sunday afternoon 
I fell asleep and woke up to five 
or six calls from an unknown 

number. It was him, telling me 
I’d been selected for England. 

“He gave me all the informa-
tion about meeting times, but it 
all went over my head, so I had 
to text him back asking for all 
the information again!

“I respect Tony for pick-
ing me. A lot of coaches form 
an opinion, and that’s it, they 
won’t turn back because they’re 
too proud. I was picked for the 
Four Nations match with New 
Zealand and scored twice, 
which put us in the final with 
Australia. That team had Inglis, 
Lockyer and Thurston, it was an 
unbelievable feeling.”

But despite competing at the 
pinnacle of his profession, Fox is 
content with his current involve-
ment in the lower leagues.

“There isn’t any goal at the 
minute other than making sure 
that I’m happy when I’m train-
ing or playing because the most 
important thing is making sure I 
don’t feel how once I did about 
the game. At the moment I’m 
not tempted to go back full-
time, but you never know.” n
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HILE THE REST  
of the country  
was getting ready 
to cast their 

votes in the General Election, 
at Saints we were up before 
the polls opened on May 7 for 
the longest away trip of the 
season to Perpignan.

I had already voted by post, 
it’s something I always do as I’m 
still registered to vote in Dews-
bury despite living in another 
county. I’m sure supporters view 
the game against Catalans 
Dragons as an opportunity for 
a holiday, but for players it is a 
business trip, we have a job to 
do and there is little time avail-
able for sightseeing.

I struggle with leg room so 
I tried to get an upgrade on 
the flight from Manchester to 
Barcelona but no luck on that 
this time, though I did manage 
to get a spare seat next to me 
for a bit of extra space.

There were quite a few Saints 
fans on the flight. 

They don’t bother us on the 
plane, they just want to get a 
bit of rest as we do and there’s 
always an opportunity for self-
ies and autographs in the airport 
which we are happy to give.

I struggle to sleep so I 
watched a few episodes of 
‘Sherlock’ on my Macbook to 
pass the time.

From Barcelona the coach 
ride to Perpignan is almost as 
long as the flight so by the time 
we arrive at the hotel we’re 
ready for a break, but we don’t 
get one! The first thing we do is 
head to the swimming pool. 

Not for relaxation, but to 
stretch our muscles and get our 
mobility back. 

It’s an outdoor pool and abso-
lutely freezing. It certainly wakes 
up any tired heads.

Once we’re done, most of us 
head straight for our rooms for a 
bit of sleep.

Most teams who go out to 
Perpignan stay in the same 
place, it’s a good location, a golf 

resort with lots of great facilities 
and we are left pretty much to 
our own devices by the staff. 

They cater very well for us and 
we have all the right foods, so 
there’s not much egg and bacon 
around at breakfast time.

This was my third trip to 
Perpignan and the games are 
usually on a Saturday so we 
fly on a Thursday and use the 
Friday for training. 

I was interested in the find-
ing out the result of the election 
and was able to watch it on 
TV in the hotel for a while, but I 
didn’t stay up all night. 

Quite a few of us spent some 
time talking about it. Paul 
Wellens is really interested in 
politics and was holding court 
about it to anyone who was 
prepared to listen.

It’s a very different experience 
playing in Perpignan, not least 
because of the weather. 

This year it was 26 degrees, 
certainly the hottest we’ve 
played in so far this season. 

ALEX
The barnstorming Saints prop writes exclusively for RLW
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As a result, you have to acclima-
tise and keep on top of things 
like hydration.

The atmosphere at the Stade 
Gilbert Brutus is always very 
good, it’s a great place to play, 
particularly when there is a 
good turnout of fans from your 
own team. 

The French fans are very 
passionate and they really get 
behind the Dragons and are in 
your face the whole time. If they 
don’t like you, they certainly let 
you know about it.

Catalans are very strong at 
home, and they take advan-
tage of the fact that the away 
team has had to travel a long 
distance to get there, but then 
they have to contend with that 
much more regularly when they 
travel to England.

They have a lot of English 
speaking players, including both 
halfbacks Scott Dureau and 
Todd Carney, but when you 
play them you are busy listen-
ing for your own team’s calls 
rather than the opposition so 
it wouldn’t matter to us if they 
were speaking in French 
 or English. There’s not much 
call for us to speak French at all 
when we are over there as we 
tend to stay close to the hotel. 

Probably a good job, it wasn’t 
my strongest subject at school 
and I struggle to speak English 
at the best of times.

I roomed with Greg Rich-
ards. We get on very well, as we 
already share a place at home. 

You tend to stay with the 
same people but I’ve roomed 
with Louie [McCarthy-Scars-
brook] before as players in the 
same positions, forwards, backs, 
usually get put together.

Greg, for a 19 year-old lad, is 
an incredible snorer! 

Quite a few times I’ve had to 
hit him with a pillow. I get my 

own back as I like to go to sleep 
with the TV on.

I often struggle to sleep 
after a game. You’re wound up 
because of the adrenaline from 
playing so insomnia can be 
quite bad. It is a problem when 
you have to face a 10-hour jour-
ney home the next day.

DANNY JONES
I’d just like to offer my condo-
lences to the family of Danny 
Jones and his club Keighley 
Cougars. Although I didn’t know 
him well I played against him 
when I was at Batley Bulldogs 
and he was a fierce competi-
tor. It shows how close and how 
remarkable the Rugby League 
family is in the way everyone 
has rallied round to help and 
raise money for his young family.

In Super League we get our 
hearts tested and monitored 
much more regularly than in 
the lower leagues from my 
experience playing in both 
competitions, and the RFL 

needs to look at this to ensure 
all players are treated the same 
to make sure any potential 
problems come to light as early 
as possible. 

Anything we can do as a sport 
to prevent further tragedies 
should be done.

HARRISON LEDSHAM
Additionally, I was also 
extremely sad to her of the 
death of St Helens fan Harri-
son Ledsham recently (pictured 
above with Jon Wilkin at the 
World Club Challenge). The 
wonderful, brave youngster 
lost his battle with cancer and 
I would like to offer my condo-
lences to his mum and dad, 
Karen and Paul. Harrison was a 
huge St Helens supporter and 
would come to Langtree Park 
and instantly light up the place 
with his huge heart and brave 
smile. Certainly one of the most 
courageous people I have had 
the fortune to meet. May you 
rest in peace, little saint. 

WALMSLEY
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INVESTIGATION

WORD
THE REF

Match officials find themselves under fire from 
all angles, on and off the pitch. But just how  

serious is the dissent problem? And what can be  
done to restore respect? RLW investigates...

WORDS GARY CARTER PHOTOGRAPHY SWPIX

“I 
HOPE YOU CRASH  
your car on the 
way home.” 
Sounds like some 

sort of veiled threat you would 
hear someone screech across 
the market in Albert Square, 
Walford, doesn’t it?

But this is not a line from an 
EastEnders script.

This is, in fact, what an 
amateur player is believed to 
have told a referee in a recent 
match after decisions did not go 
his way.

Welcome to the most 
extreme kind of abuse that 
referees in all levels of Rugby 
League are having to put up 

with on a regular basis.
And while none of Super 

League’s stars have uttered 
anything like that, or at least not 
been caught doing so, the sight 
of players unloading towards 
officials is becoming more and 
more frequent.

So far this season, we have 
seen Huddersfield’s Danny 
Brough ranting and waving his 
arms around, Leeds’ Danny 
McGuire venting his spleen and 
just after a call did not go Hull 
KR’s way, Ben Cockayne was 
caught on the big screen at 
Wigan mouthing, ‘Get f***ed.’

Regardless of whether the 
intended target was referee Phil 

Bentham or not, it really was 
not a good look.

Hull’s Tom Lineham was sin-
binned for waving an imaginary 
flag in the face of touch judge 
Robert Hicks after scoring a try 
seconds after having one ruled 
out for putting a foot in touch — 
a right call.

Things are little different in the 
Championship as Leigh’s Jake 
Emmitt received a two-match 
ban for abusing a match official, 
asking a touch judge: “Are you 
f***ing brain dead or what?”

Also, take the Super League 
captain who pretty much 
refused to speak to a referee in 
his first match back at a club u

Let us know what you 
think by getting in 

touch on Twitter

@RLWorld
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following a controversial deci-
sion he made.

Now officials have had 
enough and a crackdown has 
been made in recent weeks over 
dissent, back chat, lip, whatever 
you want to call it.

“Every week, each referee 
goes through the game they 
officiated on an individual 
basis and if there is one theme 
that comes through, then it is 
discussed by us all as a group,” 
revealed Super League official 
Rob Hicks.

“In one week at the start of 
May, dissent was certainly a 
recurring theme. I gave a penalty 
for dissent, Richard Silverwood 
had a couple of incidents and 
James Child had a couple too.

“So every week we have a 
group meeting and there could 
be one issue that runs through 
every game — it could be patrol-
ling the 10 metres or anything 
— then we discuss it, try and fix 
it up and have the right strate-
gies to deal with it.

“But I don’t think there’s as big 
an issue in the sport as some 
people think. There’s only 
maybe three or four players 
a year sent off or banned for 
dissent through the year, that’s 
through all the leagues.

“So say there’s 19 games a 
weekend, that’s maybe 1,400 or 
1,500 a year and if there’s only 
four or five players being banned 
for it, it shows that it’s not really 
that big an issue.”

HIGH STAKES
We are not yet at the stage 
where Manchester United play-
ers surrounded referee Andy 
D’Urso, who had Roy Keane 
screaming in his face.

But Hicks does believe play-
ers are more prepared than ever 
to tell officials what they think, 
and believes there are two main 
factors to blame.

“We’ve got to remember that 
we’re in a season where club 
and players are fighting for their 
contracts and livelihoods with 

the threat of relegation from the 
new structure,” he added.

“There is certainly a little more 
from players this year because 
of that, which isn’t to say that 
it’s acceptable.

“And sometimes you can 
get a certain impression as, 
say, there’s only one incident a 
weekend but it’s at a TV game, 
that’s what will come across.

“In the last few years under 
licensing you had teams where 
if they were knocked out of the 
Challenge Cup, they didn’t really 
have much to play for.

“Now if you are, say, fourth 
or below, you could be fighting 
for your future and, as a result, 
games mean a lot more. There’s 
more pressure on the league 
position than before.

“Also since Jon Sharp took 
over as Head of Referees, we’ve 
been working really hard on 
building relationships with clubs 
and players.

“We’d go into training sessions 
with them and things like that, 

DISSENT INVESTIGATION

Above and below 
Super League 

referee  
Rob Hicks
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so we can understand the pres-
sures they are under but also so 
they can understand the pres-
sure we are under.

“So maybe there’s an 
element of because we have 
this improved relationship with 
clubs and players, some people 
maybe think things aren’t as 
black and white anymore.”

TWO WAY STREET
Some players are worse than 
others, step forward Gareth 
Hock. The Leigh player defi-
nitely falls into the category of 
serial offender when it comes to 
match officials.

There’s the seven-match ban 
for barging into referee Matt 
Thomason while playing for 
Salford last season.

Then there’s the five-game 
suspension in 2008 for man-
handling Ian Smith and a 
four-match ban in 2013 for 
making deliberate contact with 
George Stokes.

That came two months after 

serving one match for abusing 
an in-goal judge while playing 
for Widnes against Bradford. 

“That’s the worst I’ve ever 
heard,” said Hicks, who was 
referee that day.

Respect, of course, is a two 
way street and, occasionally, 
there is an admission from a 
player that the official made the 
correct decision and they got 
what they deserved.

“Take the Lineham incident,” 
added Hicks. 

“As soon as he started doing 
it, Leon Pryce grabbed for his 
arm so that said to me that 
Leon knew it was wrong.

“And when I refereed Castl-
eford v Catalans, I penalised 
Remi Casty who then swore at 
me. It wasn’t in an aggressive 
manner but it was industrial 
language and I marched them 
10 metres.

“From that Castleford scored 
and as we waited for the 
conversion, Remi came up to 
me and apologised and said he 

was in the wrong.
“It’s got to be a double-edged 

sword. We have to show players 
as much respect and courtesy 
as they do to us, it can’t just be 
a one-way thing.

“Take Tom Lineham as an 
example, I’d like to think I have 
a good relationship with him as 
he’s a good lad. 

“I refereed him the week after 
he was sin-binned for waving 
the flag at me and we spoke as 
if nothing had happened.” 

ANTI-SOCIAL MEDIA
The rise of social media leads 
to a further avenue for officials 
to become targets and many of 
them are on sites like Twitter.

Every week, they hold a 
session where fans can ask 
them about certain calls and, 
unlike many sports, they are 
more than prepared to hold 
their hands up and say they got 
it wrong.

And thankfully the line was 
drawn early on after then u

Below Head of 
Referees for the RFL 

Jon Sharp
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Catalans Dragons star Clint 
Greenshields hit Ben Thaler with 
some disgusting abuse.

“Holy s***. Thaler is 
retarded. F*** me,” he wrote. 
Greenshields was slapped with 
a £1,000 fine and no player has 
even come close to that level of 
vitriol since.

However, there has to be a 
two-way street and coaches 
are starting to grow tired of the 
responses they get when they 
speak to referees’ boss, former 
Giants coach, Jon Sharp.

“You ring up and all that 
happens is you get pacified, 
every single week,” said St 
Helens boss Keiron Cunning-
ham, who fumed at James 
Child’s performance in their 
defeat at Catalans last month.

“I can picture Jon when I talk 
to him just nodding and drawing 
pictures on the board or some-
thing. I told him that if one of 
my players had a bearing on the 

game like that, they’d be out for 
four or five weeks as they’d be 
held responsible. Jon told me, 
‘I’ve only got five full-time refer-
ees,’ but that’s not my fault.

“I said to him what if one 
of my players picks an oppo-
nent up, smashes them on 
their head and breaks his neck 
and is banned for six months. If 
I’ve only got 10 full-time play-
ers, does that mean he can’t be 
held accountable?

“I’ve never seen a season 
where the referees are the talk-
ing point of the game so often. 

“We’ve got to do something 
about it and invest money into 
the refereeing.”

That is something perhaps 
everyone in the game can agree 
on but if you are getting referees 
at amateur level being told they 
hope they crash their car on the 
way home, can you blame them 
for not kicking on or dropping 
out altogether?

OBLIGATION
Despite that, Super League 
chief executive Blake Solly is 
confident Rugby League will not 
go down the route of football, 
where haranguing of officials is 
now part of the game.

He said: “Anything that threat-
ens the fabric of the respect for 
match officials is a concern.

“One of the unique sell-
ing points of our game is the 
respect our players have for 
referees, broadcasters and 
sponsors — and we have to 
protect that.

“It’s an obligation to everyone 
involved in the sport to respect 
that as it’s a huge positive for 
the sport.

“People love seeing sports-
men have respect for match 
officials, which is one area that 
people are often critical of  
in football.

“But I don’t think we’ll be 
going down that route.”

DISSENT INVESTIGATION

n

I told him that if one 
of my players had a 

bearing on the game like 
that, they’d be out for four 
or five weeks as they’d be 
held responsible.”
Keiron Cunningham

Below St Helens coach 
Keiron Cunningham 

was unhappy with the 
standard of referee-

ing in his side’s loss to 
Catalans Dragons 

last month
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G
RAND FINAL 
winner, World Cup 
champion, State of 
Origin veteran and 

Brisbane Broncos mainstay — 
there’s not much Corey Parker 
hasn’t achieved in his illustri-
ous career.

This year the goal-kicking 
Australian loose forward racked 
up 300 games in the NRL and 
has set his sights on helping 
Queensland win back the Origin 
shield and getting the Broncos 
back to their brilliant best. 

We spoke to the 33-year-old 
about playing his entire career 
for the club he supported as a 
kid, the return of super coach 
Wayne Bennett to Brisbane, the 
highlights of his time in Rugby 
League and plans for his future 
after the sport...

What impact has coach 
Wayne Bennett had coming 
back to Brisbane? He was 
pretty successful last time.

He’s a founding member 
and has driven everything since 
he’s been back. I guess the big 
advantage is there’s only proba-
bly about four or five guys in our 
side, maybe five, who’ve actu-
ally played under him before. 

So to everyone else it’s all 
new. When you get taken out of 
your comfort zone it can be a 
good thing. I don’t think Wayne 
has changed much since he 
last coached me, but what he 
has done is make everyone 
accountable for their actions, 
which in a professional environ-
ment is what you want. 

We have improved and there’s 
a really good vibe now.

Bennett gave you your NRL 
debut at the Broncos. I 
imagine it’s great to have 
him back at the club?

He gave me my first jersey in 
2001 and in the first game this 
year he gave me my 300th, so it 
was quite fitting he was around 
to do that. I enjoy Wayne as a 
person and as a coach as well 
so it’s great having him around.

On your NRL debut against 
New Zealand Warriors 14 
years ago you scored a try, 
but were also bulldozed by 
Ali Lauitiiti. Do you remem-
ber the game?

Yes, I do. I scored a try and 
hadn’t been on the field long 
— I just found myself in the right 
place at the right time. We lost 
that game 13-12. u
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Yeah, I remember that hit. Big 
Ali Lauitiiti in his prime return-
ing a dropout, he picked out the 
smallest guy and it was me. 

It was a pretty good choice 
from him!

Looking at State of Origin, 
New South Wales finally 
broke Queensland’s 
winning streak last year. Is 
there an element of revenge 
involved for the Maroons in 
this year’s series?

Revenge is probably not the 
right word but certainly there’s 
some added motivation. 

We want to take that trophy 
back north of the border. 

You don’t need much motiva-
tion but that’s enough for us.

It should be a fairly similar 
Queensland squad to the 
one in 2014 but you’ve lost 
a couple of names including 
Brent Tate. How big of an 
impact will that have?

Although it’s not ideal to be 
without some experienced play-
ers, I think it’s very exciting that 

there will be opportunities for 
new players to come on board. 

The majority of the side will 
be the same and if there’s some 
players unavailable we’ll make 
some decisions there, but it 
should be pretty similar.

What does Origin mean to 
you? You got a taste early 
on in your career, back in 
2004, and then were out of 
the team for a few years. 
Since then, though, you 
have become something of 
a key figure.

Origin is the pinnacle of what 
we do. You play for your coun-
try and that’s another, I guess, 
high in what we do but it’s a very 
different emotion to Origin. 

Origin’s just that raw, fearless 
emotion that you get when you 
pull on the colour you’re putting 
on, in my case maroon. 

It’s something that even if you 
don’t play the game of Rugby 
League you appreciate and you 
certainly know that Origin’s on 
when the host town lights up 
and everyone comes to life. 

In Australia, you’re touching 
people from the Gold Coast to 
the Peninsula and as west as 
Queensland goes.

And there’s a wider audience 
too. I guess that’s the influence 
the game has. 

It’s certainly a feeling I’d 
like every professional Rugby 
League player to experience but 
there’s only a small minority of 
people who get to.

Can you take us back to your 
Origin debut in 2004? How 
much has the competition 
changed since then?

I remember it very well — 
running out of the dressing 
rooms and onto the field, look-
ing up to the stands and seeing 
a sea of maroon. 

The noise was deafening. 
Because I was a lot younger 

and a lot less experienced than I 
am now, I couldn’t tell you what 
happened in the game. It just 
seemed to fly by. 

But being a bit older and more 
experienced in how I approach 
things now, I can really enjoy 
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those moments and under-
stand everything a lot better. 

Either way they’re certainly 
memories that will stay with  
me forever.

You’re a one-club player, 
which is pretty rare these 
days in Rugby League. Do 
you plan to finish your 
career with the Broncos?

Yes, I do. Since I was a little 
boy all I wanted to do was play 
for Brisbane and I’ve been very 
fortunate to have done that for 
15 years so far and playing over 
300 games. 

I’ve just agreed to terms for 
another year with the club and I 
don’t have an end date. 

My end date is dependent on 
how long my body survives. 

At this stage it is going OK. 
I suppose the other prereq-

uisite I have is to see if I am still 
capable of competing at the 
highest level. 

Until such time as that 
changes I’ve got no such desire 
to finish — and Brisbane is 
where I’ll be.

How did it feel to reach the 
300-game milestone at the 
start of the season?

It’s a massive honour to be 
able to play 300 games for such 
a great club. It’s given me a lot 
over the years, moulded me 
as a person I suppose. It’s nice 
to be involved and go to work 
every day at a place you enjoy 
so much. I don’t think there’s too 
many more people out there 
who have played 300 at one 
club in the modern game now. 
I suppose when it’s all said and 
done I’ll look back and it’ll be 
something I’m very proud of.

Have you given much 
thought to your future after 
you hang up your boots?

Through my time I’ve been 
able to build some networks 
and relationships and the like 
here in Brisbane. But certainly I 
want to be involved in the game 
in some capacity, whether it’s at 
Brisbane, the NRL, in media or 
all of the above. They’re things 
I need to start looking at to be 
realistic and see what I do or 

don’t like. But I’ve got plenty of 
ideas and I think I can fulfil a 
few of those roles. It’ll be a new 
chapter I guess and something 
I’m looking forward to.

There’s been talk of 
expansion and another 
Queensland team coming 
into the NRL, whether it be 
in south-east Queensland or 
Brisbane. Have you got any 
thoughts on that? Could 
Brisbane could cope?

I’ve heard the talk and I 
certainly believe the city could 
cope with another NRL side. 

In saying that, though, there’s 
a lot that goes into start-
ing a new franchise so, in that 
regard, I’m reluctant to say a 
new franchise would be a bril-
liant idea. Maybe if a team was 
relocated from Sydney, there 
could be an opportunity for one 
of those clubs to come north 
of the border. From living here 
my whole life and seeing how 
Queenslanders go about their 
Rugby League, it would certainly 
be able to survive. n
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EOPLE OFTEN  
ask me whether 
I wish I was born 
25 years later 

and could have played rugby 
today, as the rewards are so 
much greater than they were.

My answer is always ‘not 
in the slightest’. I played in a 
golden age for Rugby League 
— one of the greatest eras that 
any Rugby League fan can 
remember. It culminated in me 
having a fantastic career, and 
being immortalised in a statue 
that will grace Wembley when 
it is revealed at this year’s Chal-
lenge Cup Final.

The statue has evolved over 
the time that I’ve been involved 
with it and I have had several 
trips to Hull to see it unfolding.

It is a work of art and it is 
bringing some great players who 
are no longer with us effectively 
back to life.

In this Rugby World Cup year it 
would be impossible for Rugby 
League to make a bigger splash 
on 29 August — Challenge Cup 
final day — exactly 120 years 
to the day since the Northern 
Union was formed. 

And when you assess your 
role in the game you always 
have to remember that you are 
a product of your time. 

For example, if rugby union 
hadn’t turned professional when 
it did, Jason Robinson wouldn’t 
have played in the World Cup 
Final in 2003 and gained so 
much fame for doing so.

In my case, if rugby union had 
turned professional a decade 
earlier, I probably wouldn’t have 
signed to play Rugby League, 
and I would never have been 
included in the Wembley statue. 

Who can say what I would 
have done then?

On the other hand, if I had 
played in the 1950s maybe I 

would have scored 800 tries in 
Brian Bevan’s era.

But who knows? 
It’s hard to compare different 

eras. I was playing against differ-
ent players compared to those 
who are playing today, and play-
ers are generally bigger now. 

And they are supported by a 
much more scientific approach 
in relation to training, condi-
tioning, video analysis, game 
planning and nutrition. 

So it’s hard to assess how 
any player from the past would 
perform in the modern game. 
But even today Rugby League 
hasn’t reached its end product. 

Sport, as well as life generally, 
is constantly moving forward. 

The game is not going to 
stand still. 

I was blessed that I got to play 
at a great time and I’m remem-
bered for my role in Rugby 
League in that period, and I 
genuinely hope that some of 
the players in today’s game will 
have the same recognition.

TAKING ON #1
Staging the Kiwi Test match at 
the Olympic Stadium this year 
means that Rugby League will 
have a significant presence 
in the capital, with the match 
shown on the BBC. I’m sure 
that will influence more young 
people to take up the game.

Off the field we need more 
people like Marwan Koukash 
coming into Rugby League.

The game will get nowhere 
if we can’t attract people with 
money into it. And that is the 
only way to stop the loss of 
players either to the NRL or to 
rugby union. We will never win a 
Test series if we can’t retain our 
best players in the game.

I never lost a Test series to the 
Kiwis, but they are now reap-
ing the benefit from having the 
New Zealand Warriors in the 
NRL and after their defeat of 
Australia in the ANZAC Test 
I’m sure we are set for a great 
series against the new number 
one team. As a player I enjoyed 

MARTIN
The Great Britain legend starts a brand new column
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my time in Australia. Scoring a 
hat-trick at the Sydney Football 
Stadium for St George in 1991 
was one of the highlights of my 
career. I nearly ended up staying 
in Australia, but I joined Wigan 
and it was probably the best 
decision I ever made.

I topped the tryscoring charts, 
I scored a couple of tries in the 
World Club Challenge and won 
the Man of Steel award while 
I was at Widnes. But if I had 
stayed at Widnes I would never 
have got the attention I received 
when I moved to Wigan, and of 
course I wouldn’t have scored 
that Wembley try in 1994. 

Length of the field tries are 
what wingers crave and to this 
day that try was probably the 
pinnacle of my career. 

Never does a week go by 
without someone posting it 
on Twitter. No one else could 
have competed with Wigan at 
the time I moved there. Ellery 
Hanley had just been sold for 
£250,000, so for Wigan to take 

the risk of spending £440,000 
to buy me from Widnes was 
a massive risk. And if I didn’t 
have the career that I did have 
at Wigan that risk would have 
failed. I did feel a lot of pres-
sure, but if you’re going to have 
pressure then Wigan was the 
best place to be. I always liked 
the big stage, but I still have 
the newspaper clipping when 
I signed for Widnes in 1988. It 
was the smallest paragraph 
in the Daily Telegraph when I 
joined Rugby League. In contrast 
to that, the day Jonathan Davies 
signed for Widnes I scored five 
tries and didn’t get my name in 
the paper. That said a lot about 
the celebrity of sport. I wanted 
to be on the big stage and I was 
happy to be the most expen-
sive winger ever. In training I was 
ahead of my time, I was training 
in boxing gyms and on athlet-
ics pitches. But all good things 
come to an end. I was about 36 
when I was playing at Salford. 
And it was tough to retire, and to 

find the next thing to get into.
I still do a bit of consultancy, 

alongside reality TV stuff. I do 
some work with Gareth Thomas 
on his projects and I have a few 
properties and other invest-
ments. I am a qualified RFU 
coach and I am on the board 
of the London Rugby League 
Foundation. I have two great 
boys and I keep in touch with 
a lot of my old Rugby League 
colleagues. In early May I took 
them to Wigan for the christen-
ing party of Shaun Edwards’ 
little girl, for example.

I am happy with all the deci-
sions I’ve made in my life.

People sometimes ask me 
which of today’s players I most 
admire. Kallum Watkins is 
certainly one. He is almost like 
a young Ellery Hanley and me 
mixed into one player. He is one 
of those who has it all.

Leeds and Gary Hetherington 
have to take a lot of credit for 
their success in bringing players 
like Kallum through their ranks.

They have kept a group of 
players together, and the likes 
of Wigan have probably strug-
gled a bit more. The Wigan side 
from 2010 has been disman-
tled, but Sam Tomkins coming 
back will be a big shot in the 
arm for them. Again, I’m some-
times asked whether there is 
scope for more players from my 
background to get involved in 
Rugby League. We know that 
players with a Nigerian heritage 
are playing basketball and Gridi-
ron in the USA. But other sports 
have vast financial backing, 
which Rugby League lacks.

Rugby League has the herit-
age, but it needs money to 
expand. It will always have a 
place where it is strong, but 
to expand beyond that takes 
financial resources that the 
game doesn’t seem to have.

OFFIAH
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We look back at a series of unfortunate 
incidents to hit the Challenge Cup draw

CHALLENGE CUP

BALLS UP
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I
F THE RUGBY  
Football League ran 
the National Lottery, 
they would probably 

be the most chaotic lotteries 
in the world.

That at least is the suspi-
cion harboured by many in the 
game in the wake of another 
case of something going horri-
bly wrong with what should be 
the relatively simple business of 
drawing out balls in pairs for the 
next round of the Cup.

The balls might look oval from 
a distance, but too often they go 
pear-shaped, inevitably leaving 
officials ‘red-faced’, as it always 
says of them in the coverage 
of league’s latest embarrass-
ment. It leaves an unshakeable 
impression of a sport which 
cannot organise a social even-
ing in a brewery.

The latest outbreak of  
ineptitude was in last month’s 
sixth round draw, when the 
identifying digits fell off the 
number 10 ball.

Valpro, the company which 
had supplied the balls — what 
happened to the old wooden 
ones? Rolling around on a 
studio floor somewhere? — 
issued a grovelling apology.

‘We are deeply embarrassed 
and disappointed that the balls 
fell short of the standards to 
which Valpro UK aspire in the 
course of our business,’ it read.

‘Whilst the mini rugby balls 
may look simple, they are highly 
engineered and consist of 
several components.

‘Although the balls were tried 
and tested before being deliv-
ered, there was an unforeseen 
natural flaw in one of the balls 
which resulted in the number 
becoming separated.’

Embarrassing and disap-
pointing, certainly, but a long 
way from being the only time 
that it has been proved that, if 
anything can go wrong with a 
Cup draw, it will go wrong. 

That and the old adage: Never 
work with children, animals or 

RFL officials — especially ones 
bearing odd-shaped balls.

Now odd-numbered balls, 
that’s a different issue. As 
recently as 2014, there were 
accusations that the 6 and the 
9-ball had become confused 
with each other — something 
that the RFL felt it was able to 
refute, although not to every-
one’s satisfaction.

This was only the middle 
element in a hat-trick of 
potential own goals, however, 
because 2013 was the year of 
Richard Bacon. The draw was 
on his Radio 5 show, which 
must have seemed like a good 
idea at the time, but he gave a 
performance of such withering 
contempt for his subject matter 
that he briefly became the most 
hated man in Rugby League.

It was another case of the 
RFL being embarrassed by its 
attempts to get through a Cup 
draw without becoming a  
cause célèbre.

Not that that was a new thing 

We look back at a series of unfortunate 
incidents to hit the Challenge Cup draw

u

CHALLENGE CUP
Quarter Final Draw

Ties to be played on 
weekend of June 27

Hull Kingston Rovers v
Catalans Dragons

Warrington Wolves v
Leigh Centurions

Hull FC v
Leeds Rhinos

St Helens v
Widnes Vikings

HADFIELD CUP DRAW.indd   3 18/05/2015   12:24



Follow us on Twitter @RLWorld62 Issue 410Rugby League
WORLD

to become, because on a least 
two previous occasions, there 
had been a ball too many or a 
ball too few in the satin bag.

It’s a part of Rugby League 
folklore, along with David 
Oxley’s Cheshire Cat grin slowly 
freezing on his face and Maurice 
Lindsay, when it became his 
duty, experimenting with more 
and more outlandish ways of 
pronouncing Castleford — and 
only Castleford. It finished up as 
something like CAAAARstleford.

These were minor embarrass-
ments, though, compared with 
the mortifying death-rattle of 
stray balls on the lino.    

The Cup draw used to be a 
major occasion, with a three-
line whip for media and club 
representatives to be there. 

There were always stories, 
even if it was sometimes the 
draw itself that was the best 
one. It was also important that 
it should take place in public, 
because it was the suspicion 
of a lot of otherwise sensi-
ble people that it was fixed. It 
was conventional wisdom that 
the RFL had clubs it wanted to 
progress towards Wembley and 
ones it very much didn’t — ones 
without much of a fan-base, 
that was.

So a live draw on TV, with 

a flesh-and-blood audience 
watching for good measure to 
ensure fair play; surely there 
couldn’t be anything fishy  
about that?

That’s what I thought until I 
was given a demonstration of 
the ‘hot ball, cold ball’ trick. 

If you heat up a particular ball 
in advance, it retains enough 
warmth to be identifiable in the 
bag. I’m not saying anybody 
ever did it, but it makes you 
think. At least we’ve avoided the 
ultimate scandal — a ball falling 
onto the floor and scorching the 
carpet. It has all contributed to a 
situation where the soundtrack 
to my previous life includes the 
hauntingly distinctive rumble of 
an undersized rugby ball rolling 
on a studio floor.

It never fails to set the teeth 
on edge. For some people it’s 
the sound of fingernails on 
a blackboard; for me it’s the 
sound of oval balls on lami-
nated flooring.

Perhaps it’s because it’s all 
mixed up with another memory. 

When I took my very first girl-
friend on our very first date 
at the cinema, I bought her a 
box of Maltesers; no expense 
spared, even then. Somehow, 
they got knocked off the arm of 
the seat and the whole of the 

main feature was accompa-
nied by the murmur of the little 
spheres as they wended their 
way down to the front, even-
tually clicking to a halt on the 
skirting-board below the screen.

Is it any wonder I’m a tad 
paranoid about these matters? 

But there is, as they say, 
always someone worse off than 
yourself. When things go wrong 
in other sports, they can go 
wrong in a very big way.

Incontrovertible evidence 
that Rugby League is not alone 
in turning its draws into a 
complete lottery comes from 
the ceremony to determine the 
groups for the football World 
Cup in Madrid in 1982.

In front of a worldwide televi-
sion audience of billions, FIFA 
got just about everything wrong, 
botching a complicated formula 
devised to keep certain teams 
apart by drawing out several, 
including Scotland, in the  
wrong groups.

Then the cage in which the 
numbered balls were revolving 
decided to jam in protest and 
the balls started to split. 

It was as if the technology had 
begun to eat itself.

At least nothing like that could 
ever happen in Rugby League. 

Could it?

Above There’s no place 
to hide thanks to the 

national media 
coverage the Cup 
draw receives. Or  

is there?

Below David Oxley and 
his Cheshire Cat smile

n

NEVER WORK 
WITH CHILDREN, 

ANIMALS OR RFL 
OFFICIALS – ESPECIALLY 
ONES BEARING ODD-
SHAPED BALLS.”
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I
DIDN’T GET TO SEE  
much of the ANZAC 
Test between 
Australia and New 

Zealand but the Kiwis’ victory 
will certainly add a bit of extra 
spice to the Test series against 
England later this year.

So will the fact New Zealand 
are now the top ranked team in 
the world following that win.

Meanwhile, it’s amazing to 
think the next Rugby League 
World Cup has already kicked 
off with a qualifying tournament 
in Spain and no one seems to 
know much about it. 

I think there should be a much 
bigger deal made of it. It’s great 
that countries like Spain and 
Latvia are aiming to qualify.

I think being from London I’m 
always looking for the sport to 
expand and grow, particularly 
further around Europe and one 
day to be recognised as a global 
game. I feel the same about the 
suggestion that Toulouse and 
Toronto may be coming into the 
Kingstone Press League One 
competition next year. 

I’m always open to such ideas, 
so long as these new teams 
don’t come in half-hearted and 
they really give it a good go.

If they were coming into 
Super League the travel would 
present an interesting challenge 
in terms of recovery for play-
ers, particularly Toronto as that 
must be an eight or nine hour 
flight away. We currently have 

to travel overseas to play Cata-
lans Dragons but travelling to 
Canada would make that game 
feel more like a local derby!

I’m not sure how the funding 
would work with League One 
sides but it can only be a good 
experience to travel out there if 
they get the opportunity.

That’s assuming the players 
got the chance to see any of 
the city they are visiting. When 
we travel to Perpignan it’s pretty 
rare to do that, you’re just there 
to do the job and jump back on 
the plane. Anything that helps 
to grow the profile of Rugby 
League has to be a good thing.

Living in the north of England, 
where people are steeped in the 
game already, it’s easy to forget 

We currently have 
to travel overseas to 

play Catalans Dragons 
but travelling to Canada 
would make that game feel 
more like a local derby!”

DAN
The Wigan and England star writes monthly for RLW
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how much lower the game’s 
profile is in other places, if in fact 
people have heard of it at all.

I grew up in the south, so 
perhaps these things are more 
apparent to me.

For example, I’ve never been 
recognised in London, apart 
from one time I was there with 
Josh Charnley and Anthony 
Gelling and a group of people 
in Nando’s tweeted about how 
they couldn’t believe they were 
in there with Josh. It was all 
down to him not me!

In Wigan, Rugby League is king 
and winning is everything —  
and you have to dedicate your 
life to that. 

The consequence is that you 
do get recognised a lot when 
you’re out and about.

I found it really weird to get 
recognised when I first arrived 
here and went shopping at 
the local supermarket. People 
would stare at me and I’d think, 
‘have I done something wrong?’ 

You have to get used to the 
fact that people know who you 
are in a rugby mad town, it’s 
pretty surreal but you do get 
used to it after a while.

I don’t mind being recognised 
now, or people asking for photos 
and autographs, but when 
my family come up to Wigan 
they find it funny. The fans are 
the people who support us 
and keep us going so it’s our 
way of paying them back by 
being approachable. It’s part of 
the job. It was tough to leave 
family behind and move up 
north. I knew a guy called John 
O’Donnell at London who was 
on loan from Wigan Warriors 
and Tony Clubb moved north at 
the same time so there were a 
couple of people I knew already. 

I’d played England U16 with 
John Bateman so I stayed with 
him for a bit but it was tough 

without my family and it was a 
case of getting used to living on 
my own.

I keep in touch with the guys 
from down south who now play 
up here at other clubs.

I still sometimes struggle to 
understand the local accents. 
I have to ask people to repeat 
themselves although I’m getting 
a lot better. 

I was shocking when I first 
came up here. 

I seem to be OK being under-
stood myself as I don’t have 
a very strong accent but Tony 
Clubb is a real Londoner, he 
swears every other couple 
of words and people find it 
hilarious. Louie [McCarthy-
Scarsbrook] is the same and 
got into trouble for it on TV, he 
reckons he’s been banned from 
appearing on it now.

I couldn’t believe it the first 
time I went to the Trafford 
Centre in Manchester. 

The northern girls dress up 
for a day at the shops like 

it’s a night out or something. 
I went there one time and I 
was in my joggers and every-
one else seemed to be in their 
best clothes, jeans and heels, I 
wondered if I was missing out 
on a party.

I don’t get back down south 
too often, apart from Christmas 
and special occasions, or when 
I have a few days off to visit 
family but I do get asked to go 
and do stuff at my old school 
Cavendish and Hemel Stags 
and I like to help out where I 
can. I like to give something 
back to the lads from there.

It’s a shame to have to end 
this month’s column on a sad 
note, but I was with Rhodri Lloyd 
when we heard the news about 
Danny Jones. 

I’d played against him and he 
was a real talent. 

It’s such a tragic thing to have 
happened but the way Rugby 
League has come together to 
raise money and support his 
family is unbelievable. n

SARGINSON
 Email topic suggestions to dan.sarginson@totalrl.com
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T
HE SUCCESS OF 
stars like Sam Moa 
and Blake Green 
after returning from 

Super League, and the better 
television coverage of the 
competition in Australia, is 
about to make it much harder 
for your clubs to retain players.

“The recruitment manag-
ers take it very seriously,” Manly 
coach Geoff Toovey said on a 
recent episode of Fox Sports’ 
NRL 360, when asked about 
Super League.

“They’re looking in every 

crevice. Anyone got a halfback?”
Last year Super League was 

on Eurosport in Australia, with 
no preview, analysis or fancy 
graphics. This year it is on the 
same channel as the NRL 
and there is plenty of cross 
promotion.

Fox Sports have even resorted 
to subjecting viewers to yours 
truly once a month, to discuss 
the game away from the NRL 
with an emphasis on Super 
League. While I have my doubts 
about the value of the marquee 
player scheme, it’s clear 

something had to be done as 
Australian clubs are identifying 
English youngsters at an ever-
younger age.

NAVEL GAZING
State of Origin is upon us and 
in many ways it’s the period 
each year that finds Austral-
ian Rugby League fans at their 
most myopic. The latest piece 
of navel-gazing concerns plans 
to allow State of Origin players 
to represent tier-two countries 
without changing their country 
of election.

BONDI BEAT.indd   2 18/05/2015   12:26



Could the trickle of Super League stars 
heading to the NRL turn into a flood?

To subscribe, visit www.totalrl.com/shop 67Issue 410 Rugby League
WORLD

If you’re not up on all this eligi-
bility mumbo-jumbo, it works 
like this: you are not tied to a 
country until you represent it. 

However, the Australians insist 
everyone who plays for City, 
Country, NSW and Queensland 
commit to the green and gold.

Since they are already the 
most powerful Rugby League-
playing nation on earth, and 
since NSW and Queensland 
pay $30,000 a game, this gives 
them a rather unfair advantage.

But the change, which has 
support in all the right places 
Down Under, has been the 
subject of misinformation and 
scare mongering. It has been 
misrepresented as “bringing in 
islanders” to the state teams.

In fact, it has never been 
harder for a player from the 
Pacific to play Origin. Under 
the new qualification rules, you 
must have lived in the State 
before the age of 13 to play for it.

If Akuila Uate tried to play for 
NSW now, he would be banned.

The changes merely allow 
the fellows who already change 
countries for the World Cup to 
do so in the intervening years. 

Origin was invented to 
compensate for an economic 
inequality — Queenslanders 
moving to Sydney — and this is 
motivated by exactly the  
same thing.

PASSION
Todd Carney’s first Rugby 
League World column, in which 
he said Super League fans had 
more passion than their cousins 
Down Under, caused a bit of a 
stir in my neck of the woods.

And as someone who has 
spent, accumulatively, at least 
a year of the last 10 in the UK, I 
was asked if he was right.

He was. He is.
Being a Rugby League fan is 

no big deal in Sydney or Bris-
bane. Perhaps in Sydney, if you 
move in certain circles, you 
might have to deal with a little 
bit of derision given the head-
lines the game sometimes 
attracts. But being a Rugby 
League fan in England and 
France requires effort. 

It is not something the media 
is constantly shoving down 
your throat. It is something that 
is passed down through the 
generations. So you get a certain 
type of individual going to Rugby 
League game in those coun-
tries: someone with a sense of 
loyalty, a sense of history and a 
discernible pride in where they 
are from.

Some of these same people 
can be found at NRL games 
but they are diluted by another 
group — everyone else.

It’s no co-incidence that 
fellows like the two at the top 
of this column returned to 
Australia with their love of the 
game restored. 

DISGRACE
The arrest of UAE Rugby League 
president Sol Mokdad was, of 
course, a disgrace.

To Bondi Beat, people like Sol 
and others who face threats 
and intimidation on a daily 
basis in the game’s frontiers 
are our true heroes — not the 
Johnathan Thurstons and Greg 
Inglises. At the time of writing, 
the UAE was trying to set up its 
own Rugby League competition. 
As I’ve pointed out elsewhere, 
we could be on the verge of a 
third rugby code emerging — 
rugby union-league.

That is, Rugby League games 
run by rugby union. You might 
think that the new UAE body 
would have no-one to play 
against, given that the RLIF is 
hardly going to affiliate with a 
group that had their recognised 
representative in the country 
incarcerated. But they could 
play against someone else — 
the Italians. In Italy, the rebel 
Italian Rugby League body has 
aligned itself with the local 
rugby union.

This is how our sport started, 
remember? At first the Northern 
Union was completely isolated 
— then the All Golds showed up 
on their doorstep.

After 120 years, some people 
in rugby union consider us such 
a threat that they want to dupli-
cate what we do to ensure they 
retain control.

BONDI BEAT: Where have you 
improved this year?
MIKE COOPER: “I think defensively 
I’m a lot sounder this year. I’m proba-
bly a bit more confident with the ball 
– which you need to be a part of this 
team because we play an expansive 
game. I think I’m ticking over OK.”

BB: Traditionally England 
forwards have gone well in the 
NRL but players who are not Test 
regulars have struggled. You’ve 
proven a point, haven’t you?
MC: “Yeah, I think so. I was confident 
coming over here. I wouldn’t have 
made the decision if I didn’t think I 
could do well. A lot of people keep 
telling me I wasn’t up to standard 
back in Super League but I had a lot 
of experience in front of me. I had 
Adrian Morley in front of me, who was 
one of the greatest-ever British props. 
It doesn’t get much harder than that, 
to get a run. I was confident in my 
own ability without being arrogant 
about it and I’ve still got a lot of work 
to do to get to the levels other British 
players have reached over here.”

BB: You’ve had a son here and 
he’s obviously going to grow up 
with an Aussie accent. Will he 
spend most of his life here?
MC: “We’ll see. We enjoy it here, we 
love living out here. England’s always 
going to be there. There’ll be a time 
to go home. Things can change over-
night. If he wants to come back and 
live in Australia when he’s older, I’ll be 
happy for him to do it as long as he 
gets an Australian passport.”

BB: You must be excited about 
the Kiwis series. Have you 
spoken to Steve McNamara?
MC: “We have regular catch-ups, all 
the English players out here. I think 
there’ll be a full 13 players out here 
in a couple of years’ time. I’m looking 
forward to it. If I get picked, it will be 
another great experience, playing at 
the Olympic Stadium. I’ll hopefully 
get a run this time but if not, I’ll be 
happy to be part of the international 
set-up. I’ve come a long way so I’m 
just enjoying it.”

PLAYING 
AWAY

Ex-Warrington forward Mike 
Cooper, now with St George-

Illawarra Dragons
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A
S WE RECENTLY 
celebrated Anzac 
Day in Australia 
I’d like to start this 

month by paying a tribute to 
our fallen heroes and explain 
a little about Anzac Day and 
what it means.

Anzac Day is massive back 
home and I think it is great that 
Rugby League pays its own trib-
ute by playing commemorative 
games at this time. 

It is a special day, not only in 
Australia and New Zealand, but 
for many other countries around 
the world. 

It is a day for everyone to 
show their respects to those 
who have fought for their coun-
try. I’ve been fortunate enough 
to play in the Anzac Day game 
involving Sydney Roosters and 
St George-Illawarra and the 
atmosphere around it was 
amazing. It was like a Grand 

Final for me playing in front of 
that kind of crowd.

Over the past few weeks, 
we’ve seen international Rugby 
League take centre stage 
in Australia. The NRL had a 
week off as Australia and New 
Zealand played in a Test match 
that was delayed by a few days 
after some terrible weather 
conditions in Brisbane. We also 
saw two great games between 
Papua New Guinea and Fiji 
before Samoa took on Tonga.

As a proud Australian, I was 
obviously hoping for a home 
win, but that wasn’t to be. The 
Australian’s have held a fair 
reign over New Zealand for a 
while now. For New Zealand, 
I think every player turned it 
on for them. Last year’s Rugby 
League World Golden Boot 
winner Shaun Johnson was 
outstanding. Every time he pulls 
on a New Zealand jumper, it 

seems like he grows a leg, and 
that was the way it went.

It was a good game of foot-
ball and I thought the first half 
could have gone either way but 
New Zealand were too good in 
the latter stages leading up to 
half-time. They were obviously 
on a high after last years Four 
Nations tournament and they 
managed to get the better of 
Australia again. 

While the Kiwis have won 
three games in a row now, I 
don’t think Australia have to 
change too much. The team 
won the World Cup two years 
ago and that was no fluke. I 
think it was just one of those 
things really, New Zealand were 
in really good form heading into 
last year’s Four Nations tourna-
ment and went on to win it.

I don’t think there will be any 
panic stations in the Austral-
ian camp. The players they 

TODD
The Australian Catalans star writes monthly for RLW

I think international 
Rugby League is as 

strong as it has ever been.”
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have got in their team are 
world-class and I’m sure that 
next year when they play New 
Zealand they’ll be able to turn 
it around. I genuinely don’t think 
they need to make any radi-
cal changes. New Zealand and 
England will play each other 
in a three-match Test series in 
the off-season this year after 
Australia decided to take a 
break from rep football. The 
Aussie players deserve it and 
have earned the break and will 
be as keen as ever to get back 
into action and be raring to go 
again next year.

Generally speaking, I think 
international Rugby League is as 
strong as it has ever been. The 
Pacific tests definitely showed 
us all what it meant to the play-
ers to pull on the jerseys of their 
respective countries. You only 
have to watch Samoa’s Frank 
Prtichard and Sam Kasiano’s 

tackle on Tonga’s Jorge Taufua 
in the closing moments of their 
game to realise what it meant 
to them. I’m not Tongan or 
Samoan, but I follow a lot of 
those players on social media 
and reading their comments on 
Instagram and Facebook you 
can see how much it means to 
them and they take it very seri-
ously. It’s always a big occasion 
when you pull on your country’s 
jumper – in any sport – that you 
are entrusted to do a job and 
I’m sure it makes them proud.

It showed in the way that 
the players performed. Both 
games were won in the last few 
minutes, especially in the Tonga 
and Samoa game but also the 
Fiji versus Papua New Guinea 
game was in the balance right 
up to the last five minutes when 
Fiji scored to give themselves a 
twelve point lead.

On a personal note, it was 

obviously good to be back play-
ing in a big game against St 
Helens last month. 

I’m still not 100 per cent fit 
but I managed to get through 
the game.

 I did what was asked of me. 
It’s not ideal to play injured 

and it’s not something that suits 
my game because I like to take 
the line on and jump down the 
short side and I wasn’t able to 
do that but it was good to get 
the win over the champions 
from last year, everyone got a 
huge buzz out of it and we can 
take a large amount of confi-
dence from that.

The Magic Weekend will 
be a new experience for me 
— I’m looking forward to it 
—  but we know that we can 
build momentum and then 
look forward to the rest of the 
season with genuine optimism 
and confidence.

CARNEY
 Email topic suggestions to todd.carney@totalrl.com
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QUENTIN LAULU-TOGAGAE 
Fullback, Sheffield Eagles  

Having scored 20, 35, 35 and 34 tries in his four seasons 
with Sheffield, some will be surprised that QLT, as he is 
affectionately known, is not already playing top-flight 
rugby. The Samoan international has attracted interest 
from Warrington, among others, in the past but remains a 
key man in Mark Aston’s Sheffield side. And the 30-year-
old has been every bit as good this year as the Eagles have 
emerged as genuine top four contenders.

TOM ARMSTRONG
Centre, Leigh Centurions  

In truth you could pick out just about all of the Leigh squad 
on their form so far this season — but few have been better 
than centre Armstrong. 

A St Helens junior who scored nine Super League tries 
in 10 starts for the club, he dropped down a level initially 
with Swinton to concentrate on his studies. He then won a 
Grand Final with Sheffield before repeating the trick at the 
Centurions last year, and has started this season brilliantly.

LEE GASKELL
Stand-off, Bradford Bulls

Gaskell will be well known to Super League fans and 
coaches alike, having had stints with Salford and St Helens, 
for whom he featured in a Grand Final. This season might 
be seen as something as a step back for a player of that 
stature, but Gaskell certainly hasn’t thrown his toys out of 
the pram. Sheffield coach Mark Aston recently said: “Lee 
Gaskell is the best half-back in the competition, without a 
shadow of a doubt.” High praise indeed.

WILL SHARP 
Winger, Featherstone Rovers  

While Featherstone struggled with consistency in the early 
weeks of the season there was one constant in coach Andy 
Hay’s side — the form of experienced winger Sharp. 

The former Harlequins and Hull FC star finished 2014 as 
the club’s best player after switching to fullback and rack-
ing up 24 tries. He has been primarily back on the wing this 
time around but remains one of the most dangerous play-
ers in the competition. u

TURN 
FOR 

MORE
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JAMES SALTONSTALL 
Fullback, Halifax  

The former Warrington junior had already been picked 
out as Fax’s most consistent performer by coach Richard 
Marshall when he came up with a crucial play in the Easter 
Monday win over Hunslet. The joint Championship One 
Young Player of the Year 2014 has played a variety of posi-
tions in his career and had several spells out on loan. 

Now a permanent fixture at his hometown club, he’s set 
to feature at fullback for the rest of 2015.

BOB BESWICK 
Hooker, Leigh Centurions  

One of the great mysteries for followers of Championship 
rugby is how hooker Beswick has not played more Super 
League rugby than his handful of appearances for Wigan at 
the start of his career. 

Whether it has been at Widnes, Halifax or Leigh, the 
Ireland international has consistently been one of the 
brightest shining lights outside the top flight for a decade. 
This year he has been as influential as ever for Leigh.

RYAN HEPWORTH 
Prop, Dewsbury Rams  

Halfback Anthony Thackeray rightly gets a lot of media 
attention at the Rams, and has continued to produce influ-
ential performances this year. 
But what can go unnoticed is the work up front of 
Hepworth — although certainly not by his coach Glenn 
Morrison. A relative late-comer to the professional ranks 
with Sheffield, he is a former Royal Marine who is only 
getting better with experience.

ADAM O’BRIEN 
Hooker, Bradford Bulls  

The hard-working hooker will not be unknown to top flight 
supporters, having made 41 Super League appearances for 
the Bulls between 2011 and 2014. But the vast majority of 
those were off the bench as a replacement — and O’Brien 
has taken on a much more senior role this year. 

Now the starting number nine, O’Brien has been playing 
the full 80 minutes under James Lowes, who should be the 
perfect coach to speed up his development.

SCOUT REPORT
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RYAN SHAW
Utility, Bradford Bulls  

One of the less heralded of the cluster of new Bradford 
signings, Shaw arrived at the club from Warrington having 
spent time on loan with Barrow and Swinton. 

Since then, he has set about cementing his place in 
James Lowes’ starting line-up. His versatility is a definite 
strength, as is his accurate goal kicking.

“I don’t know if he knows how much potential he has 
got,” coach Lowes said recently.

RHYS LOVEGROVE 
Prop, London Broncos  

Experienced Australian Lovegrove joined the Broncos after 
a successful stint with Hull KR — and has become the 
capital club’s leader of the pack. 

Losing NRL star Josh Cordoba early did not bode well for 
the Broncos’ prospects in 2015, but Lovegrove has stepped 
up to the plate significantly in recent weeks. Coach Andrew 
Henderson has been full of praise for his performances up 
front as the squad has gradually turned the corner.

RHYS WILLIAMS 
Winger, London Broncos  

The Welsh international has been out of Super League for 
two years now, having spent a season down under with 
Central Queensland Capras after leaving Warrington. 

Now back on these shores with the Broncos, Williams 
has almost certainly been their most dangerous back in the 
Championship to date. 

The 25-year-old has never been lacking in pace, and now 
has additional experience to call on. 

LIAM KAY 
Winger, Leigh Centurions  

Another who has brief top flight experience, scoring four 
tries in as many games with Wakefield, Kay was one of the 
most sought-after players around when he left the Wild-
cats. That was on the back of his dual registration form 
with Doncaster, and since choosing Leigh over a host of 
other clubs, his form has got better and better. 

Last season he scored 27 tries in 32 games, and his strike 
rate is just as impressive this year.
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I
AGREED WITH  
former Great Brit-
ain and Leeds legend 
Garry Schofield who 

wrote in his League Express 
column last month that Paul 
Rowley, my current coach at 
Leigh Centurions, should be 
considered as England boss.

Not only do I agree with him, 
I also think Paul has a genuine 
chance of being considered for 
the role. 

I work with Paul on a day to 
day basis and I know his philos-
ophies and structures well, so it 
might seem a little biased of me 
of course.

But I think the facts are there 
to be seen — he is undoubtedly 
the most successful coach in 
Rugby League over the past 18 
months and the style of rugby 
he drills into us is probably the 
most entertaining in England at 
this moment in time. 

It is certainly not down to the 
players, it’s the coach: he drills 
in his philosophy each and every 

day at training and gives us the 
confidence to express ourselves 
on the rugby field. 

I don’t know much about 
being an international player 
as I’m not good enough yet, 
although it is a huge ambition of 
mine to represent my country. 

However, it is something Paul 
has done, representing his coun-
try at the highest level. 

From the outside looking in 
it seems to me that England 
as a nation are happy with 
just competing against New 
Zealand and Australia; we hear 
a lot about completions and 
defence but really what is the 
point in just completing your 
sets and defending well against 
the best in the world? 

If you’re going to wait for 
Australia or New Zealand to 
make a mistake, you’re going to 
be waiting a long time. 

There are plenty of quality 
players to choose from to make 
the England team exciting but 
it’s the coach that makes them 

tick and perform properly. 
Maybe Paul’s way of work-

ing would provide a breath of 
fresh air to the current set up 
and England would attack the 
opposition instead of compet-
ing and being content with just 
staying in the arm wrestle. 

Even terms such as ‘earn-
ing the right to play’; you can 
earn a right to play any way you 
want and you can attack from 
anywhere if you have the guts 
and energy to try it.

With players like Sam 
Tomkins, Gareth Widdop, James 
Graham and others there will be 
no lack of confidence. 

Paul is known for getting the 
best out of his players and not 
just from a technical point of 
view, he looks after players as 
people first. 

Any rugby player will tell you 
that when they are enjoying 
training and playing you will 
see the best of them. I enjoy 
waking up and going to train-
ing and that’s certainly down 

RYAN
The Centurions scrum-half writes monthly for RLW

Let us know what you 
think by  getting in 

touch on Twitter

@RLWorld
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to Paul and I speak for many of 
the boys in saying he has single-
handedly turned our careers 
around. He has built a team 
including his staff who he trusts 
100 per cent and always puts 
his success down to his players. 

He’s proud and praises us on 
a daily basis and believes not 
just his players but rugby players 
in general should have more of 
a profile around the country. 

Everyone at Leigh from the kit 
man to the chairman has the 
same desire to succeed and 

have really bought into Paul’s 
vision. He’s brought the best out 
of the club and the community 
as a whole. It’s scary to think 
what he could do on the world 
stage with world class players 
and fantastic facilities. It would 
be a style of play the nation 
could be proud of. 

I’m the same as every Rugby 
League fan in the country — I 
want England to be successful. 

When Shaun Johnson scored 
the winning try for the Kiwis 
in the World Cup semi final at 

Wembley in 2013, albeit with a 
sublime bit of skill, I was genu-
inely heartbroken. I’m sure the 
players were too. 

Hopefully Steve McNamara 
finds the right formula to turn 
the Kiwis over later on this year. 

He certainly has the players to 
do so, but if it doesn’t work out 
for one reason or another I’m 
sure Paul Rowley would jump at 
the chance to lead the nation 
into a new era and I think his 
brand of rugby deserves a shot 
on the world stage. 

BRIERLEY
 Email topic suggestions to ryan.brierley@totalrl.com
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R
UGBY LEAGUE 
World has teamed 
up with Jacamo 
to offer you the 

chance to win a £500 clothing 
voucher to get yourself kitted 
out in a whole host of smart 
new clobber. 

Jacamo is a young menswear 
brand that goes the extra mile 
to bring you hassle-free fashion.

From big-name clothing 
brands to brilliant-fitting basics; 
all in sizes from small to 5XL, 
and available to order online, 
in-store or over the phone. 

Jacamo make it easy for the 
modern man to stay on trend.

For your chance to win this 
superb prize, just answer the 
following question correctly:

Which former English crick-
eter has his own clothing 
range with Jacamo?

a) Alec Stewart
b) Andrew Flintoff
c) Kevin Pietersen

To enter online, visit our website 
at www.totalrl.com/jacamo 
To enter by post, write your 
answer plus your full name, 
postal address and daytime 
telephone number on a post-
card or the back of a sealed 
envelope and send it to:

Jacamo Competition, Rugby 
League World, Wellington 
House, Briggate, Brighouse,  
HD6 1DN

Closing Date: 17th June 2015
Ts and Cs: See page five

COMPETITION
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the line. Fact is Sunday is the 
one day that is probably the 
most unlikely to change of all, 
especially in the Championship.

Is there anyone who genuinely 
thinks continuing with Thurs-
days are a good idea long term?

Amber Avenger, TRL Forum

LOSE THURSDAYS
I believe we should ditch Thurs-
day night games. They aren’t 
good for crowds due to less 
likelihood of people coming/
bringing their kids along when 
it’s work/school the next day. 

I would rather see games 
on Saturday afternoons than 
Thursday but we should bear in 
mind that a lot of amateur open 
age rugby is played at this time.

We should keep Friday’s and 
Sunday’s, particularly the latter. 

Chuffer, TRL Forum

FRIDAY SHOWPIECE
I think the Friday night game 
should be the showpiece fixture 
of the week, it seems our best 
TV slot and I don’t think we 
should have other fixtures going 
up against it. Thursdays seem a 
flop from a crowd point of view, 
so it will be interesting to see if 
Sky carry it on and if they see it 
as working from their perspec-
tive. But personally I’d go to a 
system of one game Friday and 
Saturday, the rest on Sunday.

Shrek, TRL Forum

SIMPLE SOLUTION 
Friday — One game at 20:00. 
Must be a local game. Live on 
Sky. Saturday — One game at 
18:30. Live on Sky. Sunday — 
One game at 18:00. Live on Sky. 
All the rest at 1/2/3pm. Done.

MattSantos, TRL Forum

GET INVOLVED

YOUR VIEW
Share your thoughts and opinions on any Rugby League topic

Email: yourview@totalrl.com | Twitter: @RLWorld | Facebook: “Rugby League World” | Online: www.totalrl.com/forums

MATCH CONUNDRUM
Where should we put the other 
Sky game that isn’t on Friday 
night? The fact that no clubs 
feel the need to move their 
matches naturally to a Thurs-
day night outside a camera 
crew being there tells you all 
you need to know about its 
natural ability to capture an 
audience. I don’t think there is 
currently a problem with RL 
being played on Friday/Satur-
day/Sunday outside of a few 
peoples personal preferences, 
and I’ve a feeling this problem 
may resolve itself in 18 months, 
when Saturday Night Football 
leaves Sky again, and moves 
to BT. I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see the second SL slot on 
Sky going back to there to fill 
the gap. If you are talking about 
player welfare, I don’t really 
recall any major complaints 
about a Sunday to Friday turna-
round in the first 18 seasons of 
Super League if a team was on 
Sky so really the problem is all 
Thursday nights.

On the @RLWorld Twitter 
feed this question was sparked 
recently as a Championship 
player suggested a change as 
he couldn’t do anything socially 
on Saturday nights – not sure 
how tongue in cheek it was, 
but forgive me if I’m not exactly 
getting the violin out just yet, no 
matter how much respect I have 
for players putting their body on 

LETTER OF THE MONTH

The Prize
The author of the 

most interesting or 
thought provoking 
letter each month 
will receive a £50 
voucher to spend 
on Urban Rugby’s 

online store, which 
is home to stylish 

RL hoodies and 
t-shirts. For more 
information, visit

urbanrugby.co.uk
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TRIBUTE TO DANNY
A few years ago, I interviewed 
Danny Jones for a feature in 
Rugby League World. He was 
my choice simply because I 
have an affinity with lower divi-
sion players who, for me, have 
all the skills of Rugby League 
and a true love for the game. 
Danny was lovely to talk to. He 
was bright, cheerful and aware 
of the difficulties of balancing a 
home life with a job and even-
ing training, but he was doing 
it anyway. He was my kind of 
player. It is heart-warming to see 
how all levels of our great game 
have instantly come together to 
support Danny’s family and pay 
tribute to a fellow player.

We don’t get everything right 
in Rugby League by any means. 
But this is one aspect we prob-
ably do the best — as befitting 
the greatest game. I am proud 
to have met Danny and my 
profound condolences to his 
family and to the Keighley club, 
which has had more than its 
share of setbacks over the years.

Margaret Ratcliffe, Leeds

MIND THE GAP
I agree with Michael Shenton 

in May’s issue of Rugby League 
World. Having wide and varying 
gaps between Challenge Cup 
games, especially between the 
quarter-finals and semi-finals, 
takes away the excitement and 
people lose a bit of interest. 

It’s a May or June final for me, 
I think. 

Molly Evans, Monmouth

NEW LOOK 
Just read the May Issue of 
RLW (above) and would like to 
congratulate you on the new 
format. Very good articles from 
past and present players, deal-
ing with real issues in the game 
today.  Francis Maloney’s piece 
was very moving.

I hope you can keep up this 
standard of journalism in the 
coming months.

A P Morris (Email)

I have just got issue 409 on 
subscription and I am very 
impressed. It is packed full of 
action. Great effort, thanks.

Gary Stevens (Email)

Would it be possible to occa-
sionally name the community 
club which has produced 
today’s professional players? In 
the April issue the Young Guns 
article lists some of the game’s 
best young players but not one 
junior club. 

Please don’t forget that some 
of these lads have been at an 
amateur club for 10 years before 
signing for the academy and we 
need to give the grass roots as 
much encouragement as we 
possibly can.

Peter Benson (Email)

Congratulations on the inclu-
sion of a most interesting and 
thought-provoking article by 
Francis Maloney. I also enjoyed 
Wiskar’s World, whilst read-
ing players’ dream teams is 
always interesting, especially 

an experienced, well-travelled 
player such as Adrian Morley.

However, I have to say there 
are a few things I have missed. I 
know I’m someone who dislikes 
change — I felt sad that the 
details of teams of the month 
for each league were miss-
ing and that Page XIII was not 
acknowledged as has been the 
tradition in the past.

Sorry to be negative about 
some of the changes; there is 
still a great deal to enjoy in RLW 
and I look forward to your new 
columnists settling into their 
new roles.

Stephen Boothroyd (Email)

EDITOR’S REPLY: Thanks for 
all your feedback on the new-
look RLW. Our aim is to bring 
you the best and most original 
Rugby League coverage every 
month. We take on board all 
your constructive comments so 
please keep them coming!

Thursday night 
needs to be 

dropped. Fans 
don’t like it, at-
tendances speak 
for themselves.

@MichaelOverson

Sundays are OK. 
No weekday 
night games, 
but Saturday 

afternoon should 
be the backbone of 

schedules.
@NorthMancRL

Scrap Thursdays 
and scrap the 

video ref so all 
games are played 
under the same 

rules/conditions.
@chrisholme1983

Thursdays don’t 
work. It’s sup-

posed to be a 
family game but 

kids can’t go on a 
Thurs night if  

it’s away.
@CasLass009

Saturday and Sun-
day games would 
be a lot better as I 

miss a lot of games 
due to work.

@Padgett_Craig

Not all supporters 
have Saturdays off 
work! And are we 
really going to go 
head to head with 

football for TV 
coverage?

@WayneAMoore

I’d get rid of Friday 
nights. It’s the 

start of the week-
end and people 
tend to do other 

things. 
@MartinRamshaw

On the bus with  
@JamiePeacock10 

what a superb  
edition of  

@RLWorld 
Brought a true 

great to a willing 
audience.

@MSCityRedGirl
 

Loving the new 
style @RLWorld 

some good content 
@BridHKR

TWEETS 
OF THE 

MONTH
Replies to

@RLWorld

DON’T FORGET!
Send us an image of you 

abroad with a copy of RLW 
and you could win an  
ALCATEL ONETOUCH 

Boomband worth £39! 
ontour@totalrl.com
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REMEMBER THE NAME

Wakefield’s Zimbabwe-born 17-year-old destined for success
WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL ENGLISH
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U
NDER GUIDANCE 
from Ryan Hudson, 
the Wakefield Acad-
emy set-up has 

been revamped and this year’s 
side has just one final-year 
player in its ranks.

Among the first-year players 
is Zimbabwe-born outside back 
Judah Mazive, a player who 
came through the junior grades 
at Oulton Raiders and had a 
spell with Leeds Rhinos before 
joining the Wildcats.  

“Judah is an athlete with great 
footwork and has natural abil-
ity,” Hudson told RLW. 

“He came to us very raw but 
his skill has really improved and 
he can play a variety of posi-
tions: centre, fullback or wing.”

The 17-year-old is in the right 
place at the right time with a 
bunch of first and second year 
academy players at a club that 
has momentum at this level. 

“It’s a five-year process so 
there’s still another two and a 
half years with these kids devel-
oping, next year we have some 
more exciting players coming in. 

“We’re really progressing, the 
players are full-time and we 
have signed a partnership with 
Wakefield College, which allows 
the players to undertake numer-
ous courses and not just ones 
that are sports-related.

“Judah is certainly a talented 
player to watch and one for the 
future,” added the Wakefield 
head of youth.

Judah
Mazive

FACTFILE
DOB: 01/02/1998

Height: 1.73 (5’8”) 
Weight: 78kgs (12st 4lbs)

Club: Wakefield Trinity Wildcats
Position: Outside back
Youth: Oulton Raiders

n
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LAST TACKLE

DISHONOUR
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I
T HAS BEEN AN 
instructive few 
weeks for those who 
assumed that rela-

tions between the two codes 
of rugby have reached a stage 
you might call normality.

Yes, yes, I know we’re all 
meant to be the best of pals 
now; share our toys and play 
nicely; in and out of each 
other’s houses to borrow a 
cup of sugar; players swapping 
between the two games at will.

Well, like so many things 
in life, it depends where you 
look. That might be a reason-
able description of the state of 
play in some parts of the world, 
but not if you live in Italy or the 
United Arab Emirates.

In case you missed it, the 
fledgling Rugby League set-ups 
in both countries have been 
under attack. In Italy, the union 
authorities are claiming that 
they are in charge of league as 
well. In the UAE, they are also 
claiming to be the only game 
in town, with the result that the 
president of the Rugby League 
in that part of the world was 
arrested at the airport for fraud 
in setting up a competition not 
run by the local RU. Union, right 
back to the days of Vichy France 
and beyond, has a three-point 
plan when it spots opportuni-
ties like this. First, it denies that 
Rugby League exists. Second, 

it admits it exists but only as a 
branch of rugby union. Third, it 
admits that it has a separate 
existence, but argues that it 
should have no official recogni-
tion. I wonder whether players 
who have made the switch 
from league to union have been 
following this story. It isn’t any 
old sport you’re throwing in your 
lot with, it’s the one that tried 
— and in some places still tries 
— to throttle the sport in which 
you made your name. There 
would have been no code of 
rugby to come from, because, 
if union had had its way, there 
would have been no league. I 
don’t really expect anyone to 
change their plans, but it’s worth 
a thought in passing. I notice 
that the RL International Feder-
ation has been pretty quiet on 
this subject, in keeping with its 
performance in the past. This 
would not be a bad time to 
grow some.

Rugby League sprinkles its 
stardust in unusual ways.

The other weekend, I was 
enjoying a post-match pint in 
Leigh when I was introduced to 
a chap who, I was assured, had 
a claim to fame that made him 
well worth meeting.

‘It’s true,’ he admitted. ‘I was 
Alf Wilkinson’s bobbin lad.’

This is pretty impressive stuff, 
even if you don’t have much 

idea what a bobbin lad was.
Alf Wilkinson was one of the 

great prop forwards of the 70s 
and 80s and I had some vague 
recollection that his day job 
was in the cable works. To that 
meagre knowledge, I am now 
able to add the image of him 
reaming off yard after yard of 
gleaming copper wire, whilst 
little lads struggled to keep 
up and wind it around enor-
mous reels. He could have had 
a desk job, but it wouldn’t have 
seemed right.

Another Leigh forward of simi-
lar vintage sprang to mind 
when I was researching Rugby 
League in the North-East 
before the Magic Weekend.

Paul Grimes was one of the 
few to come south and make 
the grade in league — and 
somewhere I have the souve-
nirs to prove it. A few of us were 
having an under-age pint in 
the Spinning Jenny when who 
should be drinking at the table 
across the room but the giant 
second-rower. We were too 
star-struck to actually speak 
to him, but when we got the 
chance we stole his pint-pot. 
For years, it was kept like some 
kind of holy relic, brought out for 
special occasions. If I see him in 
Newcastle, I not only owe him a 
pint, but something to put it in 
as well.

CODE OF
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