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Firing imaginations for over 30 years...

Over 30 years of British design and engineering have gone into creating the UK’s most comprehensive 

range of high quality woodburning, solid-fuel, gas and electric stoves and fireplaces.



BEHIND THE SCENES
We’re in love with the beautiful

curves of rustic Bentwood

furniture this season, and we

hope you enjoy our mix of

antique and brand new pieces on

p48. Here are some pictures we

shot whilst Anna Malhomme and

Katya De Grunwald created the 

mood of the shoot.

SA M A N T H A SCOT T-J EFFR I E S

Follow us...5 things you will learn this issue…

FOLLOW THE 
H&A TEAM… 

… on Facebook, Twitter, 

Pinterest and Instagram 

for regular updates and 

to find out which fairs 

we’ll be visiting

G
ra

n
t 

S
c
o
tt

; 
To

m
R

a
ffi

e
ld

;
V
ic

to
ri

a
 a

n
d
 A

lb
e
rt

 M
u
se

u
m

, 
Lo

n
d
o
n

NESTING FOR 
THE SEASON

H
omes come into their own at this time of 

year. We retreat back indoors to get cosy as

the evenings draw in and turn more of our

attention to our interiors, than we perhaps did

in the summer months. It’s around now that

I like to embark on some home improvement

(or, I should confess, encourage the husband to do so). A lick of

paint and a new kitchen floor are on my wish list, but although he’s

good at decorating, he’s actually more likely to be buying antiques.

Whilst most of my friends think our home must be curated by me,

it is not always the case. The husband often comes home with new

porcelain from a flea market or a set of antique dining chairs, and

there’s a constant flurry of brown paper packages that turn up to

reveal Victorian photographs and 20th-century decanters from

eBay. For those of you looking for a seasonal bargain, don’t miss

our Auction Focus p124 and our favourite shopping finds for the

season from p35. If you’re looking for a more serious splurge, our

Essential Guide to fires and wood burning stoves on p115 provides

inspiration. We can also offer you some great reads for when you  

do get to put your feet up. As for me, I aim to pitch in and pick up

a paintbrush. Most likely, whilst the husband unveils another find.

BENTWOOD

From the 19th century to

the most contemporary

designs on the market, how 

to live with curves

p48

TERRARIUMS

Dating from the 1800s but

on trend now, the name

derives from aquarium with

‘terra’ the Latin for earth

p104

DESIGN HISTORY

Indulge in Indian textiles

from paisley to chintz

to tie in with a major

exhibition at the V&A

p138

CARLO MOLLINO

In 2005 a 1949 table by

Mollino sold at Christies for

£2.4m – a record amount

for 20th century furniture 

p96

VENETIAN GLASS

A single sale of Venini glass

is about to come up at

auction – an affordable

way to buy Murano glass

p124
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Talking H&A If your sight is

failing, contact The Talking

Newspaper Association, National

Recording Centre, Heathfield,

East Sussex, TN21 8DB (0870 442

9593). If enquiring for someone who

has trouble with their sight, please 

consult them first.
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Ben McKee

London-based photographer Ben has a passion for

shooting artists and architecture. He shot Edmund

de Waal in his bright, white studio (p176). ‘As a

photographer you spend a lot of time simulating white

spaces, so to be presented with an expansive space

bathed in glowing natural light was amazing,’ he says. 

Andrew Montgomery

Andrew is renowned for his intimate photographs of

creative lives. He first shot the Middleport Pottery 12

years ago, before it was rejuvenated, and returned this

year to capture it again. ‘Stoke-on-Trent is such a time

warp,’ he says. ‘It’s great to shoot a place with so much

history – our last remaining factory from a bygone era.’

Dominique Corlett

As a words person, H&A’s deputy editor Dominique is

in awe of people who make a living in the visual arts.

In this issue she interviewed textile artist Natasha Kerr

on p40. ‘It was a privilege to listen to Natasha talking

about her work. Her portraits are so powerful. They’re 

biographies told with symbols rather than words.’

BY PHONE:

❈ Subscription enquiries and

back issues 0844 844 0255

❈ Editorial enquiries  

0117 314 7444

❈ Advertising enquiries  

0117 314 8817

ONLINE:

❈ Subscription enquiries 

and back issues

homesandantiques@

servicehelpline.co.uk

❈ Editorial enquiries

homesandantiques

@immediate.co.uk

❈ For iPad support, please

visit apps.immediate.co.uk/

support

BY POS T:

❈ Subscription enquiries

and back issues: Homes

& Antiques, PO Box 279,

Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 8DF

❈ Editorial enquiries: Homes

& Antiques, Immediate Media

Company Bristol Ltd, 2nd

floor, Tower House, Fairfax

Street, Bristol, BS1 3BN

❈ US subscription enquiries, 

Call 866-926-0268 (toll

free), email HANcustserv@

cdsfulfillment.com or go to 

britsubs.com/homes

HOMESANDANTIQUES.COM

H& A iPAD EDITION
Homes & Antiques is also available for the iPad –

visit the Newsstand section of the App Store and

search for Homes & Antiques. You can purchase

single issues or subscribe and save: 12-month

subscriptions are available for £34.99 and

six-month subscriptions are £18.99

ON THE COVER Photograph: Jan Baldwin
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STILL DESIGNED & MADE IN ENGLAND

william-morris.co.uk 



THE JOURNAL

15Embrace the start
of winter with this

month’s best antique finds,
interiors news and exhibitions

33A star is born

H&A’s columnist
Gordon Watson reveals how
a rebellious young design
student became a long term 
collaborator and friend

35Shopping Dramatic
florals, the best of

British design and our pick of 
the most covetable clocks

40Life’s rich tapestry

Textile artist Natasha
Kerr weaves the ephemera
of her subjects’ lives into 
beautiful portraits

H&A LIFESTYLE

58Rock of ages Old and
new sit side by side in

this medieval watchtower,
which is now a home filled
with contemporary pieces 

68All set for Bloomsbury

With his vast collection
of textiles and ceramics by
the Bloomsbury set, David
Herbert’s house is awash with 
colour and artistic passion

78Playing with tradition

The McCleave’s
home is a house of contrasts:
wooden beams, faux-panelled
wallpaper, antique furniture
and Philippe Starck chairs

88Sea change Scandi chic,
Victorian antiques

and a few nods to the house’s
nautical history make for a
breath of fresh air in Kristina 
Edwards’ seaside home 

Season’s pick

48Bending the rules Bentwood
furniture was originally invented

by pioneering craftsman Michael Thonet.
Today his revolutionary designs look as
fresh as ever, alongside standout new 
pieces of steambent work 

CONTENTS November
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T I M E L E S S  N O R W E G I A N  C R A F T

WOOD STOVE 

WITH

CHARACTER

JØTUL F 105

Jøtul F 105 LLJøtul F 105 SL Jøtul F 105 B

Jøtul offers 10 years warranty* and timeless long-lived wood stoves and fireplaces
For our latest brochure and details of your nearest exclusive dealer call our 24 hour hotline 01527 506019 or visit www.jotuluk.com email: sales@jotuluk.com

In spite of its size the Jøtul F 105
is a wood stove that stands out
from the rest and is adapted for
low energy homes.
Some of the distinctive design
elements of this wood stove
include the large horizontal glass
door, which offers a great view to
the fire and the intuitive air
control that make it very user
friendly.
The wood stove is available on
short legs or longer legs or on a 
base.

With Norwegian designers

Anderssen & Voll, we have made

a stove which merges 160 years of

heating experience with timeless 

design. 
Torbjørn Anderssen and Espen Voll



CONTENTS November

COVER STORY

96Behind closed doors

The Italian architect
Carlo Mollino’s Turin
apartment holds keys to
unlocking the secrets of his 
mysterious life

104Glass act

Inspired by the
Victorians, terrariums are the
perfect way to indulge in a
spot of winter gardening

THE GUIDE 

COVER STORY

1157 steps to picking the

perfect fire or stove

Maggie Stevenson has the
essential advice for selecting
a fireplace that’s a perfect
match for any room’s style

COVER STORY

124Auction focus:

Venini glass Caroline
Wheater provides an insight
into the Italian-made glass as
a magnificent collection of it 
goes under the hammer 

COVER STORY

130Rising from the ashes

Join Ellie Tennant
as she tours the Middleport
Pottery, the lovingly restored 
home of Burleigh china

13810 key stories in

the history of Indian

textiles From paisley to khaki,
Indian textiles have been a
force in fashion for centuries,
as Rosanna Morris discovers

144The Ivy league When
legendary London

restaurant The Ivy put its
furniture up for sale the
response was overwhelming

152Travel diary

Take a break from
it all with Eleanor O’Kane’s
elegant weekend escapes, from
Perthshire to East Anglia  

COVER STORY

154The inside track

Potter and designer
Jonathan Adler shares his
favourite haunts in New  
York and London

156Let’s visit… Harrogate

The Yorkshire spa
town is a haven for antiques
hunters and afternoon tea

158November’s fair dates  

Our guide to
the month’s best fairs,
plus exclusive ticket offers

REGULARS

10Mailbox Reader finds
and the latest from

Homes & Antiques online 

COVER STORY

27Competition Your
chance to win a

five-star cultural stay in
Istanbul, worth £5,000  

44Subscribe and save Save
30 per cent when you

subscribe to H&A and receive 
a free book of your choice 

143Reader offer Save on
cosy mattress toppers 

and fire screens for winter

151Coming next month

Christmas is
coming... and with it a special 
festive issue of H&A

161Reader offer See
André Rieu, the

‘Waltz King of Europe’
perform in the Netherlands

177Shopping directory

Full details of this 
issue’s stockists

178The final lot Edmund
de Waal enthuses

over the Meissen cup that
made him fall in love with 
white porcelain

39

40

124

58 104

68

115

144

138
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Rolex, circa 1991
Estimate: £ 4,800–6,800

Fellows

Iván Navarro
Estimate: € 20,000–30,000 

Tajan

Portrait of Alfred Hitchcock
Estimate: £ 2,500–3,500

Dreweatts & Bloomsbury

Victorian Scottish Cast
Silver Candlestick

Estimate: £ 300–500
Tennants

Gerard Dillon
Estimate: € 20,000–30,000

deVeres

Auto Union DKW Type F7 Cabriolet
Estimate: € 50,000

Auctionata

David Trubridge 1951
Estimate: £ 500–700

Adam Partridge

ALL AUCTIONS IN ONE PLACE

Doucai ‘Lotus & Bats’ Vase
Estimate: £ 150,000–200,000 

Peter Wilson

Bernard Leach Dish, circa 1950
Estimate: £ 1,200–£1,800

Maak

Troika Pottery Mask
Estimate: £ 600–800

Chorley’s

Hans Wegner Swivel Chair
Estimate: $ 8,000–12,000

LA Modern

Robert Indiana ‘Golden Love’
Estimate: $ 3,000–5,000

Wright

Andreas Gursky
Estimate: $ 600,000–800,000

Phillips

Balvenie Vintage Cask 1966
Estimate: £ 900–£1,100

McTear’s

Joan Miró lithograph, 1976
Estimate: € 2,500–3,000

Artcurial 
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MailboxH&A

Send us a tweet, ask advice on Facebook or write to us

with good old pen and paper – we’d love to hear from you

George Archdale, Cheffins

The crown mark is that of Schmidt & Co’s Victoria

company of Bohemia (part of the Austrian empire when

this was made, c1900, and now in the Czech

Republic). Messrs Schmidt and Co traded from

Altrohau from about 1885 until 1945. They acquired

the slightly earlier Gemma porcelain firm and under

this banner they sold armorial wares which looky

like those of WH Goss. Both names were absorbed

into other conglomerates after 1945. Your vase is

close to what was being produced by the Dresden

porcelain factories at the time. You can find such vases

produced both by the great Meissen factory and its

Dresden copyist Helena Wolfsohn, latterly trading under

the Crown Dresden mark. If it could speak what a story

it could tell of its journeys around the world from birth in

Bohemia into your possession a hundred plus years later.

Heart of oak

I loved the reference to fumed oak in
your September issue. In the 1970s
my dad, a cabinetmaker at Shapland
and Potter of Barnstaple, visited us
at the farm we lived in. He spied
some discarded oak beams from a
barn that was being re-roofed and
prodded them optimistically. They
were indeed rotten but according to
him, ‘the heart was good’.

At his workshop, solid planks
were produced, followed by
furniture components. These
were encased in a container with
a saucer of ammonia (the longer

they remained, the deeper the shade they took). The finished pieces were
polished with beeswax. A Welsh dresser, refectory table, settle, corner
cupboards and more appeared and are still in our cottage now.

DIANA ISAAC, NORTH DEVON

A well-travelled vase

I bought this vase in New Zealand and as I assume it originated in Europe
it must have been much loved, since someone cherished it enough to take
it on the long journey south. Now that I have brought it back ‘home’ to
Europe, please could you tell me something about it.

JANICE ROYDS, SHEFFIELD

Incredible ikats

I am a regular reader of H&A and
especially enjoy anything about
textiles. For part of my working
life I taught bobbin lacemaking
and enjoyed visiting other textiles
classes, gaining an understanding of the different
skills required. I knew little about Ikats and found
the article in the September issue fascinating. The
techniques were well explained and the insight into
their development around the world was amazing.
I had already booked a trip to Uzbekistan next year
and feel confident I can find authentic souvenirs.

JACKY HATHAWAY, ESSEX

★ BE OUR 
STAR LETTER
Our star letter* winner will receive a

bottle of Tattinger Brut Réserve  

with six glasses worth  

£50, tattinger.com

Write to us at Homes & Antiques, 

Tower House, Fairfax Street, 

Bristol BS1 3BN or email 

homesandantiques@immediate.

co.uk or use any of our social 

media channels.

*UK readers only. Please include a daytime 

phone number

EXPERT ADVICE

STAR 
LETTER
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Visit our website: www.wesley-barrell.co.uk For our brochure call 01993 893130  

/�i w�iÃÌ 	À�Ì�Ã�] �>�`�VÀ>vÌi` Ã�v>Ã] Ì>���Ài` v�À Þ�Õ

120 years old and
looking better than ever

Showrooms: *Bristol 0117 923 8915 *Cambridge 01223 460377 Cheltenham 01242 512087 Chester 01244 343438
*Guildford 01483 537717 *NEW Harrogate 01423 531073 Leamington Spa 01926 334506 *London W1 020 7629 2019

*Manchester 0161 834 7466 Marlow 01628 481114 *St Albans 01727 845828 *Tunbridge Wells 01892 536286 *Witney 01993 776682

*These showrooms open Sundays. 



We’ve had some lovely tweets – 

from back-to-front reading to a 

wickedly fruity fact. And look, a 

#selfie from our very own editor, 

Samantha Scott-Jeffries. Happy 

Tweeting!  

 

❈ sam scott-jeffries

@InteriorsJunkie

Lovely to meet the very 

charming @PaoloMoschino @

NicholasHaslam today for @

homes_antiques @Decorex_Intl 

#designselfie 

❈ Michelle Ewen

@M_Corbett

@homes_antiques Intrigued what 

order others read your magazine 

in? I’ve got to see Final Lot first! 

❈ Welsh Furniture

@WelshVernacular

@homes_antiques Our 7-year-old 

has gone skull mad,he would love 

Shelly Elson’s quirky home!  

❈ BowdenKnight

@BowdenKnightWin

Really enjoyed perusing @JambLtd 

elegant home in the latest issue

SOCIAL MEDIA

Ruby wedding present
I was very interested in the September
article on garden statuary. When we
moved to our new garden a few years ago
there were several fir trees under which
nothing would grow so I bought various
pots to make a little feature. When we
celebrated our 40th wedding anniversary 
we were given a lovely elegant lady.
Thankfully the trees are no more and Ruby
can stand in the sunshine and preside over 
her Greek garden.

PAT WINTER, ALREWAS 

MailboxH&A

 facebook.com/homesantiques |  @homes_antiques |  pinterest.com/homesantiques |  @homes_antiques

PINTEREST

Decorex
The premiere craft and interiors fair

Decorex International, which took

place between the 20th and 23rd

September, is always a winner when it

comes to spotting emerging (and

enduring) talent. This year, Decorex

was home to a dedicated Making

Luxury area, featuring craftsmen

showcasing their talent and skill. In

the run-up to the event, Decorex

asked for homemade luxury from the

public. From a cup of tea in a mug to

a bespoke furniture project, they

wanted it all. Entries that were made

through their #MakingLuxury hashtag

have been uploaded onto an

extra-decadent Pinterest board.

Indulge yourself and have a scroll.

pinterest.com/Decorex_Int/

makingluxury

HOT TOPIC

IT’S COMING
It is November, so we’re 

within our rights to mention 

it… aren’t we? Christmas 

is just around the corner 

and homes editor Katie 

spent a few days this 

month overseeing one of 

our festive house shoots.

She uploaded a 

sneaky shot to 

our Instagram 

account and 

it went down 

a storm. Keep 

your eyes 

peeled for the 

shoot in the 

December 

issue of H&A! 

homes_antiques

It’s coming... #behindthescenes

#Christmas

rareradish Can’t wait! Love 

Christmas!

Rareradish

Thestylistguide A great shoot today 

@homes_antiques – suddenly 

feeling very festive!
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I N S P I R A T I O N
A L L L A I D O U T

toppstiles.co.uk

Up to 1/3 off only available on selected ranges. Terms and conditions apply, see online for details.

I N S P I R A T I O N

N O W C O M E S

W I T H U P T O

1/3  OFF

Silvabirch Alpine Shimmer™

Shapes Hexagon Unglazed Biscuit

Francisco Segarra York

Woodgrain Bayur Borneo

Regional Refl ections Cottesmore™

Callan Brick™



STYLES

FABRICS

CHOICE

C h o o s e f r o m o u r u n b e a t a b l e

f a b r i c l i b r a r y t o c o v e r a n y  o f  

o u r  s o f a s  a n d  c h a i r s .
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NORFOLK

Handmade in

over 50 stores multiyork.co.uk  033 33 583 325

ORDER YOUR FREE FABRIC SWATCHES ONLINE OR IN STORE
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Embrace the start of winter with new-season colours, the warmest textiles and one-off

finds, plus the best exhibitions and antiques fairs. ALICE HANCOCK has the inside track 

JOURNAL
This
month
WIN A ONE-OFF

VINTAGE LIGHT

17 Salvage and

industrial lighting

specialist Skinflint has

teamed up with H&A to

offer one lucky reader a

striking pendant lamp 

SIT IN REGENCY 

ELEGANCE

19 Interiors have come

over all Jane Austen this

season. Take your pick

from pretty Georgian

originals and new

period-inspired pieces

FIVE OF THE

BEST THROWS

24 ’Tis the season for

chillier evenings. Make

sure you stay toasty with

a soft and sumptuous 

woollen throw

BUY BRITISH 

PIECES

35 Support

homegrown businesses 

and buy beautiful

British-made textiles and 

hand-hewn furniture 

ONE TO WATCH

40 Textile artist

Natasha Kerr weaves the

ephemera of her subjects’ 

lives into moving

portraits, destined to

become family heirlooms

H&A

TAKE THE FLOOR
Ben Pentreath’s new collaboration with Alternative Flooring is a good reminder that it can be
just as bold to make a statement with your carpets as your walls. The collection is based on
marble and stone flooring patterns by eccentric architect Batty Langley (who was so obsessed
by the Greeks that he gave his children names such as Archimedes). To honour the era from
which they derive, each three-dimensional design is named after an 18th-century architect. 
Pictured is ‘Trellis’ in ‘Leoni’, £98.73 per sq m. * 01264 335111; alternativeflooring.com
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Favourite pieces deserve to be

seen. Think about spaces in

your home that you use most

often and how you could stage

an object there. Consider the

height at which you are placing

a piece – there’s nothing worse

than a painting that you have

to crane to view.

STYLE STEER

Will Ramsay, founder, Affordable Art Fair

Cosy interiors for winter conjure thoughts of soft rugs and rustic furniture. 

Farmhouse chic, of a sort. Top of our shopping list is Neptune’s brushed oak table 

(£1,350). The clean lines are modern but the feel is age-old. Simply top with a 

spread of pastry-based dishes in sturdy eartherware pots for real winter warmth.  

* 01793 427300; neptune.com

DECORATING

MORRIS MANIA
I ll

the ‘Fruit bLooters’ fabric, £160 per m.

* 0141 337 2622; timorousbeasties.com

COLLECTABLES

A FRESH TOUCH

o your

6.

SEASON’S PICK

WINTER WARMERS

WHAT TO BUY

ITALIAN AROMA
As it gets chillier, there’s nothing like

daydreaming of warmer climes. To help you

on your way, French ceramicist and perfumier

Astier de Villatte has launched a new candle

with a scent inspired by the warm breeze that

wafts around the lemon trees and oregano

flowers of the artists’ workshops of the Villa

Medici near Rome. It comes in a ceramic

holder (£120) or glass (£60). 

* astierdevillatte.com
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Sophie and Chris Miller, founders of Skinflint,

travel around Europe and beyond to find disused 

industrial lighting, which means that their

lights always have an interesting provenance.

This month, one lucky H&A reader will win an

enamelled white steel pendant lamp (worth

£240) made by British manufacturer Benjamin in

the 1950s – for which Skinflint can show you the

original catalogue entry. For your chance to win,

send a postcard marked ‘Skinflint light’ with your

full contact details to the address on page 177. 

01326 565227; skinflintdesign.co.uk

A 1950s INDUSTRIAL PENDANT 

LAMP FROM SKINFLINT

LOTS TO LOVE

GIRL POWER
Bonhams New York Photographs sale, 27th October

Entitled Girls in the Windows, New York City, this chromogenic

print, signed, dated and numbered 65/100 is by the American

photographer Ormond Gigli, and was taken in 1960. Its

estimate is a pricey $10,000–$15,000 (approximately  

£6,500–£9,700) but it is a stunning piece.

* +1 212 644 9001; bonhams.com

LOTS TO LOVE

TRUNK LINE
Catherine Southon Auctioneers

autumn sale, 11th November

This charming, late 19th-century

Meissen group of a sultan and his

mahout riding an elephant is after

an original model by 18th-century

design maestro Johann

Joachim Kändler. It

is one of a collection

of 45 19th-century

Meissen pieces going

up for sale, and carries an

estimate of £1,000–£2,000.

* 020 8313 3655; catherinesouthon.co.uk

COLLECTABLES

STATELY CERAMICS
One of the greatest triumphs in the history of

Wedgwood must be The Frog Service. A 962-strong

dinner set created for Catherine the Great in 1773,

it features views of UK landmarks chosen by Josiah

Wedgwood to please the Anglophile empress. Inspired

by it (and to mark the opening of the new Wedgwood

visitor centre in Stoke-on-Trent), the company has

produced ‘Parkland’, a range showing four of the UK’s

best-loved stately homes. From £30 for a cereal bowl.

* 01782 204141; wedgwood.co.uk



www.tetrad.co.uk

FOR THE FULL TETRAD EXPERIENCE PLEASE CONTACT OUR PREMIER STOCKISTS LISTED BELOW

Aberdeen Archibalds • Aberdeen Sterling Furniture • Abingdon Lee Longlands • Ballymena Algram • Banchory Taylors • Bangor Caprice •

Barnstaple Padfields • Barrow-in-Furness Stollers • Bath TR Hayes • Battersea, London Barker & Stonehouse • Battle Battle Interiors • Beverley

Alexander Ellis • Birmingham Lee Longlands • Bo'ness Belgica • Boston Sack Store • Brighouse Websters Furniture • Broughty Ferry Gillies •

Canterbury Lenleys • Cardiff Eddershaws • Carlisle Vaseys • Chesterfield Brampton House Furnishers • Clitheroe Shackletons Home & Garden •

Colchester Hatfields • Darlington Barker & Stonehouse • Dartford Farningham Oak • Derby Lee Longlands • Doncaster Ward Brothers •

Dunfermline Thomsons World of Furniture • Dumfries Barbours •Edinburgh Martin & Frost • Elgin Anderson & England • Falmouth Richard Cook •

Fulham, London Darlings of Chelsea • Gateshead Barker & Stonehouse • Glasgow John Dick & Son • Glasgow Forrest Furnishing • Glasgow

Sterling Furniture • Grimsby AW Robinson Furniture • Guernsey Scope Furnishing • Hawick Chrysties • Hinckley Paul Edwards Interiors • Holt Bakers

and Larners • Horley Collingwood Batchellor • Hull Barker & Stonehouse • Inverness Ogilvies • Inverness Sterling Furniture • Inverurie Andersons •

Kidderminster Furniture Barn • Kilmarnock Tannahills • Kingsbridge Peter Betteridge • Knaresborough Barker & Stonehouse • Leamington Spa

Whartons • Leeds Barker & Stonehouse • Leicester Fenwicks • Lincoln GH Shaw • Liverpool Taskers - Aintree • Llanidloes Hafren Furnishers •

Macclesfield Arighi Bianchi • Market Harborough Furniture Barn • Middlesbrough Barker & Stonehouse • Milton Keynes Morgan Gilder • Montrose

Buicks • Morecambe LPC Furniture • Newcastle Barker & Stonehouse • Newton Abbot Prestige Furniture • Norwich Jarrolds • Nottingham Barker &

Stonehouse • Perth Gillies • Rainham G Lukehurst • Ringwood Furlong Furniture • Salisbury Mylor & Mawes • Sheffield Ponsford • Sherborne

Dodge Interiors • Shrewsbury Alan Ward • Solihull Whartons • St Albans Darlings of Chelsea • Stamford Stamford Garden Centre • Streatham,

London E & A Wates • Sutton Coldfield Furniture Barn • Tillicoultry Sterling • Tunbridge Wells Darlings of Chelsea • Tunbridge Wells Hoopers •

Waltham Cross Fishpools • Westerham The Old Bakery • Windsor WJ Daniels • Yeovil The Old Creamery • York Browns
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DESIGNS WE LOVE

Interiors make a nod to the elegant lines and sit-up manners 

of the Regency period. Just add afternoon tea

ONLINE TIP

SHOW

BUSINESS

Showonshow.com

is a dedicated online

directory of all the events

in the art world that you

could possibly want to

know about. You can

search by location, date

or category as well as

get inspiration for places

to visit from the videos

of exhibition highlights.

It covers galleries as far

afield as Australia – in

case you’re planning a

cultural winter getaway.

RIGHT ‘Archive Traditional

Woolverston’ wallpaper,

88/10042, £70 per roll.

020 7376 4628; cole-and-son.

com BELOW Floral plaster

roundel by Peter Hone,

£100, Pentreath &

Hall. 020 7430 2526;

pentreath-hall.com

Regency style

DECORATING

STATELY SCHEME
Celebrate the Queen’s landmark year 

as the longest reigning monarch by 

investing in Designers Guild’s new

‘Royal Collection’. It’s inspired by early

landscapes of Windsor and Buckingham

Palace, and portraits of Queen Victoria

out for a ride. Fabric from £80 per m.

* 020 7351 5775; designersguild.com

RIGHT Regency chinoiserie slipper chair (probably made

for the Royal Pavilion in Brighton), £615, Doe & Hope.

01767 640995; doeandhope.com

ABOVE Regency town

house model, £140, Chisel

& Mouse. 01273 251335;

chiselandmouse.com

‘Valeria’ settee, £995, India Jane. 

020 8799 7166; indiajane.co.uk

‘Renaissance’

soup plate,

£19.90, India Jane.

020 8799 7166;

indiajane.co.uk

Wastepaper

basket, £177.50,

Joanna Wood.

020 7730 5064;

joannawood.co.uk

RIGHT ‘English Home’ fabricc, from £120

per m, Justin van Breda. 020 7352 9977;

tissusdhelene.co.uk BELOW Georgian

chest of drawers, £960, The Old Cinema.

020 8995 4166; theoldcinemma.co.uk1830s celestial  

globe, £28,500, Richard 

Gardner. 01243 533772; 

richardgardnerantiques.co.uk



Ultimate Hungarian Duvet
Single RRP £90
Was £80
Offer price £64
Total saving 29%

Luxury Pure Wool Duvet
Single RRP £62.49
Was £54.50
Offer price £43.60
Total saving 30%

Breathable Hollowfibre 
with Tencel
Single RRP £55.00
Was £40
Offer price £32
Total saving 42%

Luxury Soft As Down Duvet
Single RRP £50
Was £26
Offer price £20.80
Total saving 58%

*Minimum spend £50. Excluding sale items. T&C’s apply see website for full details. Prices are correct at time of publication and are subject to change. Offer code not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

Offer ends midnight 22nd November 2015.

For new customers

20% OFF 
Your first order*
HURRY, LIMITED TIME ONLY

Enter discount code HNAAB20 at

checkout before 22nd November 2015

Which?
Top rated duvet brand

Soak&Sleep have achieved a 96%

customer satisfaction rating and 5 stars 

for comfort, value for money and  

product descriptions.

Which? July 2015 Magazine

We go to the ends of the earth to find the

best duvets, sourced from suppliers we

trust and made with the finest ingredients.

We also offer an authentic range of linens,

pillows and towels to make the most of

your moments of relaxation, always at the 

UK’s guaranteed lowest prices.

soakandsleep.com

Free
shipping
and free
returns*

The perfect duvet day,
every day
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BUY
Regency bow-front mahogany chests of

drawers. You can pick up extremely good

quality examples for around £1,200 in

one of our sales. Look for nice figuring

to the mahogany, original drawer handles

and feet, minimal shrinkage of the wood

and no repolishing. The clean lines look

great in traditional or modern homes.

SELL
Bergman cold-painted bronzes from the

early 20th century are becoming increasingly

popular with collectors. Models of birds and

unusual animals, with original paintwork,

nice casting, and the signature and the

stamp of the foundry are achieving strong

prices. Recently, a cobra sold for £8,000

against a £2,000–£3,000 estimate.

It’s hard to pass the windows of this Bristol boutique without

admiring the brilliant and extravagant antiques inside

WHO Cassandra Linton and Edward Nicholas have always been collectors

but once they’d taken ownership of their own place (a small Georgian flat in

Bristol), they discovered that they also had a unique interiors style – one that

they have translated into a boutique antiques shop with a Victoriana vibe.

WHAT Dig Haüshizzle (the name combines the idea of ‘digging’ around forT

antiques and their love of German interiors and furniture) was born after

the pair ran a successful pop-up shop outside Bristol’s Harvey Nichols five

years ago. Now the store’s expansive windows are an irresistible draw.

FIND ‘Extravagant and over the top’ is how Cassandra describes the Dig style.

They favour statement pieces and carefully research their provenance. Take a

set of 19th-century jugs from a French pottery factory used to hold glaze (when

the jugs were abandoned, the original paintbrushes became stuck to the inside).

BUY A stunning 1880s antler table from Bavaria is £750, while some mid-

century Italian brass-set shells intended for flower displays are £450.

* 07789 145175; dig-haushizzle.co.uk

TALKING SHOP

Dig Haüshizzle

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Displays change at least every two

weeks; the exterior faces Bristol’s Christmas Steps arts quarter;  

a pair of 1890s Louis XV-style chairs adorn the display case

SPECIALIST

KATE SUMMERS

Specialist, works

of art & objects,

Christie’s South

Kensington

LOTS TO LOVE

PRECISION POURER
Bonhams Knightsbridge Fine British Pottery and

Porcelain sale, 2nd November

A specialist ornament made for a collector’s

cabinet, this 1878 Royal Worcester reticulated

teapot and cover was made by one of the pottery’s

finest craftsmen, George Owen. Owen specialised

in reticulation (interlacing lines) and formed the

pierced body of the teapot by hand – an incredibly 

difficult task. Estimate £5,000–£7,000.  

* 020 7393 3900; bonhams.com

BUY OR SELL?
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LITTLE LUXURIES WALLCOVERINGS
In recent months we have followed The
Paper Partnership’s progress in the run-
up to their first ever showing at Decorex.
Now that the event is successfully
wrapped up for another year, we focus
on a Paper Partnership Wallpapers range
that was particularly well received at the

show, Little Luxuries. Little Luxuries
captures the very essence of the English
countryside with feminine hand-drawn
florals and co-ordinates. Delicate,
yet contemporary colour palettes are
highlighted with shimmering micas
and metallic effects, to create a modern

vintage feel with an element of glamour. 
The latest collections are based on simple 
but beautifully drawn blooms, with 
softly textured backgrounds. All of these 
exquisite designs can be viewed online at 
 
littleluxurieswallcoverings.co.uk

Combining stunning looks with 
incredible durability, Armourcoat 
decorative wall finishes offer something 
no less than spectacular. These hand-
applied finishes can be used to create 
a wide range of decorative effects, 
either standard or custom, to suit your 
contemporary or traditional interior 
style. The stand at Decorex showcased 
the new Signature Collection. Devised by 

ARMOURCOAT SURFACE FINISHES

company founder Duncan MacKellar, this 
exclusive range of polished plaster finishes 
reflects his unique creativity and passion.  
Creating rich, opulent and luxurious 
interiors, the Signature finishes represent 
the highest level of product mastery, 
redefining the technique and underlining 
Armourcoat’s lead role in the industry.

armourcoat.com/armourfx.com
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These three books

provide inspiration

galore for creating

a stylish yet warm

haven in which to

while away winter

H&A contributor Ellie Tennant’s new

book, Chic Boutiquers at Home,

features online store owners in their

homes and will provide you with plenty

of inspiration for your own abode

(Ryland Peters & Small, £19.99)

On a grander scale is Tessa Traeger

and Alastair Langlands’ testament 

to the style of celebrated designer

Robert Kime. His work at Upper

Farm in Wiltshire is a masterclass

in elegant winter country living  

(Frances Lincoln, £40)

The pages of stylist Selina Lake’s

latest offering, Winter Living, are filled

with beautiful images of rustic fabrics,

style tips and tawny leaves. There are

plenty of pretty DIY fixes, makes  

and furnishing ideas too (Ryland

Peters & Small, £19.99)

THE BOOKSHELF

COSY

INTERIORS

Behind the brand

From a humble mill in Kidderminster opened 230 years ago, Brintons

has become a worldwide brand and the biggest user of British wool

Brintons

T
he Brinton family of Kidderminster
has a lengthy history when it comes 
to carpet weaving. William Brinton,

who had a love of British textiles, opened
the family’s first mill in 1783 and, by 1819,
Brintons had quickly graduated to a factory
in the heart of Kidderminster, becoming
John Brinton and Sons Limited (under
William’s grandson) 50 years later.

Though it was a highly successful carpet
maker, patenting the Axminster loom 
(which allows for the weaving of multiple 
colours) in 1890, it wasn’t until the firm
gained a commission of royal standards 
that it came to worldwide attention.
Brintons was asked to supply the carpets
for the Queen Mary steamer ship in 1933,
launched by Queen Mary herself. Soon
the company was held in such high regard
that it became the first port of call for  
interior designers and began
supply carpets for royal
residences too. In 1958  

it was awarded the royal warrant. Its
growth continued and plants were opened
in Australia, America and France.

In 1986 Brintons invested £10m in a
new spinning mill in Telford, while its
1993 advertising campaign featured carpet
dresses designed by Vivienne Westwood.
In 1997 the firm broke records when
it was awarded the world’s largest ever
woven carpet order after the Chek Lap
Kok international airport in Hong Kong
requested 135,000 sq m of its flooring. Since
then, it has carpeted Wembley Stadium, the
St Pancras Renaissance Hotel in London and
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi airport, and helped to
refurbish accommodation for 25,000 people
left homeless after Hurricane Katrina.

Wool from one in nine British sheep ends
up in a Brintons carpet, making it British
wool’s biggest user. This year Brintons

k he 50th anniversary of its
t popular plain weave, ‘Bell
wist’, with six new colours
by Laura Ashley. And if it’s
fit for the ship of a Queen…

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 

The ‘City Plaids Kensington’ carpet;

the revolutionary Axminster gripper

oom allows for multiple colour weaving;

an inspection of Brintons’ looms, early

1900s; carpet swatches show off the

colourful range; women at work in the

factory picking room in the 1950sB
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5 of the best: Throws

WELSH WEAVE
Melin Tregwynt ‘St David’s

Cross’ wool throw, Liberty.

020 7734 1234;

liberty.co.uk

£175

BEES TO HONEY
‘Honeycomb’ throw in

warm grey, Decorator’s

Notebook. 0845 474 1747;

decoratorsnotebook.co.uk

£58.95

SHAPING UP
‘Design’ throw from the

‘House’ range, John

Lewis. 03456 049049;

johnlewis.com

£59

Stay cosy as the evenings draw in with a bright throw in a toasty warm fabric

WARM BLUSH
‘Nos Da’ throw in blush by

Donna Wilson, SCP.

020 7739 1869;  

scp.co.uk

£260

MERINO MANTLE
‘Michaela’ merino and

mohair wool throw,

WoolMe. 020 8133

3853; woolme.com 

£84.99

WHAT TO BUY

COUCHED IN STYLE
Named after the year the company was founded, Bedeck’s 

‘1951’ bed linen is a sumptuous range inspired by traditional 

designs from across the globe. The 200-thread-count ‘Ziba’ 

(pictured) takes the season’s love affair with navy and mixes 

it with plush golds in a design taken from historic Asian tribal 

patterns. Ideal for giving your bedroom an injection of warmth  

in look and feel. ‘Ziba’ double duvet cover, £80.  

* 0845 603 0861; bedeckhome.com

SEASON’S PICK

HARVEST SUPPER
Though we covet virtually everything in the Anthropologie

catalogue this season, it’s hard not to be particularly

taken with its abundantly decorated ‘Harvest Foliage’

dinnerware, a pretty option for cosy dinner parties.

From £14 for a mug. * 00800 0026 8476; anthropologie.com

LOTS TO LOVE

ALL ABOARD
Henry Aldridge & Son  

Titanic & Transport, 24th October

With Titanic memorabilia as sought--

after as ever, Henry Aldridge’s

twice-yearly Titanic sales always hitt

the headlines. Incredibly, one of

the more affordable lots – an on-

board letter card (right) – has an

estimate of £12,000–£18,000.

* 01380 729199; henry-aldridge.co.uk
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NOTES ON AN ICON

The American style maven, credited with inventing the role of

the fashion editor, is celebrated in a new book out this month

Diana Vreeland

A SALE OF NOTE

A COOK’S 

PERKS

lawless
manners,
immaculate
taste and
acerbic wit
would be
a dynamite
combination
of character

traits for anyone but in Diana
Vreeland they reached an
apogee that made her one of
the most written-about women
of the 20th century. They no
doubt also helped when she
took the reigns of US Vogue

in 1962, transforming the
society women’s magazine
into today’s fashion bible.

Born in belle époque
Paris to a Scottish father and
American mother (who was
a distant relative of both
George Washington and the
Rothschilds), she moved with
her family to New York to
escape the First World War.
There she married the American
banker Thomas Vreeland, with
whom she lived in London
until his job recalled him Stateside in 1935.
While in the UK, she became a friend of
Cecil Beaton, danced with popular troupe
the Tiller Girls and started her own lingerie
boutique. When the couple moved back to
New York, Carmel Snow, then the editor-
in-chief of Harper’s Bazaar, saw Vreeland
while she was dancing at the St Regis Hotel
and asked to meet her.

So began a relationship that spawned
Vreeland’s ‘Why don’t you…?’ column,
avidly followed for its extravagant
suggestions such as, ‘Why don’t you have
an elk-hide trunk for the back of your
car?’ or, ‘Cover a big cork bulletin board
in bright pink felt banded with bamboo,
and pin with coloured thumbtacks all
your various enthusiasms?’ (It’s almost
as if she foresaw Pinterest.)

It wasn’t long before Vreeland gained
increasing influence over Harper’s style, 

bringing her Parisian taste and eye for
celebrity to its pages: she is credited
with discovering Lauren Bacall and
Edie Sedgwick.

During her Vogue years, she worked
mostly from her New York apartment.
Though she claimed she wanted it to
‘look like a garden in hell’, it was richly
decorated with red-lacquered doors,
wall-length bookcases and silk-lined
walls. She later became a style advisor
to Jackie Onassis and a consultant to
The Costume Institute at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art – in between knocking
up lamb chops for her grandchildren.  
Now that’s our kind of icon.
* Diana Vreeland: The Modern Woman, The Bazaar 

Years 1936–1962 is out now (Rizzoli, £40)

The walls of the farmhouse from which

Louard is downsizing were hung with a

collection of paintings by British artists.

Works for sale include Leon Underwood’s

oil Water Buffalo, £2,000–£3,000.

Ceramics made at the Fulham Pottery by

Bloomsbury Group descendant Quentin

Bell are among highlights of the sale,

with estimates from £100 (see more

Bloomsbury work on page 77). 

The Louards also amassed a significant

collection of drawings by Welsh artist

Augustus John (1878–1961). His pencil-

and-wash Study of the Head of a Small

Boy is estimated to fetch £600–£800.

* 01223 271929; cheffins.co.uk

Diana Vreeland photographed in New York in 1936 by

George Platt Lynes, a fashion photographer beloved of

magazines such as Vogue and Town & Country. He is

credited with having shot Vogue’s first supermodel cover
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Among the lots up for auction at Cheffins’

Art & Design from 1860 sale on 22nd

October will be a collection of paintings

and studio ceramics belonging to

cookery writer Elizabeth Louard and her

late husband Nicholas, who co-owned

Private Eye magazine. Estimates for

the collection of around 50 lots range 

from £200 to £10,000.
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AFTER THE AUCTION
Track the trends in the salesroom with our round-up of the latest prices

CATS AND PIGS
Estimate: £1,500–£2,000 

Hammer: £3,500

Lyon & Turnbull’s annual auction of Scottish

applied arts has become a highlight in its

field. With collectors looking out for unusual

lots, this rare Wemyss pig was set to be a

hit. Originally aimed at country house owners,

Wemyss ware was first produced in the 1880s

and became known for its cats and pigs.

* 0131 557 8844; lyonandturnbull.com

We featured the

intriguing collecting

area of tribal art

in our Summer issue

to coincide with

Woolley & Wallis’s

dedicated sale.

These Pacific island

panels were originally

intended to be

attached to the

side of a mask.

* 01722 424500;

woolleyandwallis.com

OLD WORLD
Estimate: £3,000–£4,000

Hammer: £4,000

This map of the shire of Lanark, featured

in H&A’s September issue, hit the top

end of its estimate, thanks to its age

(it was drawn in the 1770s) and size:

it is spread over four sheets, each

76 x 54cm. Pictured is the top right.

* 0131 557 8844; lyonandturnbull.com

TAKE NOTICE
Estimate: £700,000–£1m

Hammer: £840,000

It’s not the kind of price that you or I

might pay for a painting but this piece

by South African artist Irma Stern has

quite the provenance. Painted in 1939,

Arab in Black is considered one of the

artist’s finest works and was put up for

auction to raise money for the defence

of Nelson Mandela when he was put on

trial for high treason in the late 1950s.

It later came to Britain where, until it

was sold at Bonhams’ South African

art sale, it was used, amazingly, as a

noticeboard in a small London flat.  

* 020 7447 7447; bonhams.com

BUTTONED UP
Estimate: £2,000–£3,000

Hammer: £2,500

In the year that Lewis Carroll’s Alice

in Wonderland turns 150, it’s no

surprise there’s been a plethora of

Alice memorabilia on the market.

These cherub-shaped art nouveau

buttons were worn by the ‘real’

Alice, Alice Liddell (1852–1934).

Carroll once wrote that without Alice

as inspiration, ‘I might possibly

never have written at all’.

* 020 7293 5000; sothebys.com

PANEL SHOW
Estimate: £2,000–£3,000  

Hammer: £2,200
STITCH 
UP
Estimate:
£200–£400

Hammer: £540

Victorian silver sewing ware

often sells for small sums

but this rare pictorial thimble

is something that collectors

will hunt for and commanded

a high price at Bleasdales’ 

summer sewing sale.  

* 07983 304880;

bleasdalesltd.co.uk
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COMPETITION

Terms and conditions 1 Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Ltd. 2 Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding employees of promoter or employees (and their immediate families)

of the prize supplier or any other companies associated with the draw. 3 By entering, you agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. 4 Only one entry per person allowed. Bulk entries made by third

parties will not be permitted. 5 No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. 6 The prize is as stated. No cash alternative or alternative prize will be offered if unsuitable. 7 Prize

is non-refundable, non-transferable and not for resale. Prize subject to the supplier’s terms and conditions. 8 Closing date for entries is 11.59pm on 11th November 2015. 9 One winning entry will be chosen at

random from all eligible entries. 10 The winner will win a three-night Istanbul break for two at the Shangri-La Bosphorus hotel, including international flights, accommodation in a twin or double room, private

transfers and breakfast daily. The winner will also receive a private view of the Jean-Etienne Liotard exhibition at the Royal Academy for themselves and a guest, held on a morning of their choice outside of

public opening hours, with a guided tour by an RA expert. 11 The winner will be notified of the win within 21 days of the closing date by phone or email. The winner must claim their prize within three days of

notification. In the event that the winner does not claim their prize within three days, another winner will be drawn at random. 12 The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 13 For details of

the winner, send an SAE to: Competition Department, Homes & Antiques, Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol, BS1 3BN within two months of the closing date. 14

Terms and conditions governed by English Law. 15 The prize must be taken between 1st January 2016 and 31st December 2016. 16 For full terms and conditions visit homesandantiques.com/competitionterms.

Immediate Media Company Limited (publisher of Homes & Antiques) may use your details to send you offers and promotions in accordance with our privacy policy. For details of how to unsubscribe, please 

see this policy at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy.

Win a three-night break for two at the five-star

Shangri-La Bosphorus hotel in Istanbul, including

flights – plus, receive a private view of the Jean-

Etienne Liotard exhibition at the Royal Academy

J
ean-Etienne Liotard was

a portraitist in great

demand across 18th-

century Europe and beyond.

He was an inveterate traveller,

even voyaging as far as

Constantinople, where he

depicted scenes of everyday

life in the Ottoman Empire,

as well as portraits of his

Grand Tourist patrons. Upon

his return, his habit of wearing

Turkish costume became his

calling card, earning him the

nickname of ‘the Turk’.

To celebrate this

accomplished yet intriguingly

idiosyncratic painter – the

subject of a new retrospective

at the Royal Academy – we’re

offering H&A readers the

chance to win a trip to Liotard’s

former haunt of Istanbul, as

well as a private view of the

exhibition at the RA.

One lucky winner and their

guest will travel to Istanbul

on a three-night city break,

staying in the sumptuous

Shangri-La Bosphorus with

its stylish Asian-inspired

decor, indoor swimming pool

and ideal riverfront location

in the Besiktas district of

the historic former capital.

Fittingly, this luxurious break

will be organised by the

world’s longest-established

travel company, Cox & Kings,

which was founded within

Liotard’s own lifetime in 1758

– 10 years before the Royal

Academy of Arts. Cox & Kings

is also the operator behind

the Royal Academy’s range

of expert-accompanied art

tours worldwide.

The winner and a guest will

also get to enjoy having the

Jean-Etienne Liotard exhibition

completely to themselves

on an exclusive private view

accompanied by an RA expert.

For more information,

go to royalacademy.org.uk/

exhibition/jean-etienne-liotard

WIN A TRIP TO
ISTANBUL PLUS A

ROYAL ACADEMY 

PRIVATE VIEW

ABOVE The winner will

have the chance to visit the

Ortakoy Mosque, one of the

most beautiful examples of

the baroque architecture in

Istanbul LEFT Laura Tarsi

by Jean-Etienne Liotard,

c1741, watercolour and

bodycolour on ivory

©
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ENTER NOW
To enter, simply answer the following question: 

Where was Jean-Etienne Liotard born?   

A Geneva  B Istanbul  C Madrid 

ENTER ONLINE homesandantiques.com

ENTER BY POST Send your answer, name, 

address and phone number to: Homes 

& Antiques, Issue 275, Royal Academy 

Competition, PO Box 501, Leicester, LE94 0AA

£5,000
TOTAL  

PRIZE VALUE 
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NOVEMBER
K 2nd Fine British Pottery & Porcelain, 

Bonhams, 101 New Bond Street, London. 

020 7447 7447; bonhams.com

K 3rd Rugs & Carpets from Distinguished

Collections, Sotheby’s, New Bond Street,

London. 020 7293 5000; sothebys.com

K 4th 20th Century Design, Sotheby’s,  

New Bond Street, London.

020 7293 5000; sothebys.com

K 4th Silver, Plate & Jewellery, Toovey’s,

Spring Gardens, Washington, West Sussex. 

01903 891955; tooveys.com

K 6th Needleworks, Textiles & Clothing,

Toovey’s, Spring Gardens, Washington, West

Sussex. 01903 891955; tooveys.com

K 7th Antiques & Interiors, David Duggleby,

The Vine Street Salerooms, Scarborough,

North Yorkshire. 01723 507111;

davidduggleby.com

K 10th Watches & Wristwatches, Bonhams,

Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge, London.

020 7393 3900; bonhams.com

K 11th Decorative Arts: Design from 1860, 

Lyon & Turnbull, 33 Broughton Place,

Edinburgh. 0131 557 8844;  

lyonandturnbull.com

K 11th Printed Books, Maps & Documents,

Natural History & Sporting Art, Dominic 

Winter Auctioneers, Mallard House,

South Cerney, Gloucestershire. 

01285 860006; dominicwinter.co.uk

K 14th Fine Art, Antiques & Collectables,

Fieldings, Stourbridge, West Midlands.

01384 444140; fieldingsauctioneers.co.uk

K 14th & 15th Autumn Fine Art Sale,

Tennants, Harmby Road, Leyburn, North

Yorkshire. 01969 623780; tennants.co.uk

K 17th Asian Art, Sworders, Cambridge

Road, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. 

01279 817778; sworder.co.uk

K 17th & 18th Fine Art & Antiques,

Simon Chorley, Prinknash Abbey

Park, nr Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

01452 344499; simonchorley.com

K 18th Silver, Gold, Jewellery & Watches, 

Mallams, Bocardo House, Oxford.

01865 241358; mallams.co.uk

K 19th Photographs, Dreweatts & Bloomsbury

Auctions, Bloomsbury House, 24 Maddox 

Street, London. 020 7495 9494; dnfa.com

K 24th Antiques, Interiors, Selected Jewellery

& Silver, Bearnes Hampton & Littlewood, 

St Edmund’s Court, Okehampton Street,

Exeter. 01392 413100; bhandl.co.uk

K 25th & 26th The Fine Art Sale, Cheffins,

Clifton House, 1 & 2 Clifton Road, 

Cambridge. 01223 213343; 

cheffins.co.uk/fineart

K 26th Fine Jewellery, Dreweatts &

Bloomsbury Auctions, Donnington Priory,

Newbury, Berks. 01635 553 553; dnfa.com

K 27th British & European Paintings, Lyon

& Turnbull, 33 Broughton Place, Edinburgh.

0131 557 8844; lyonandturnbull.com

AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS

FAIR OF THE MONTH

Olympia’s antiques fairs are always
extensive and always jam-packed
with finds. For the 25th year of the
winter instalment, there will be
30,000 pieces on offer from
over 120 dealers, all vetted
by a committee of curators
and dealers. Allow a day for a
proper visit, particularly if you
get the chance to go to one of
the talks, which range from the
history of wallpaper to deco travel.
This year, H&A editor Samantha
will be part of the panel judging
the array of beautifully styled
stands. Christmas interiors
inspiration galore…

* 2nd–8th November. Olympia London,

Kensington, London, W14 8UX.

0871 620 7062; olympia-antiques.com

OLYMPIA’S

WINTER ART &

ANTIQUES FAIR

ABOVE Cheshire-based

dealer Holly Johnson’s

stand at last year’s fair.

The stands are displayed

to give ideas

for styling

your pieces

LEFT A pair

of cloud-back

armchairs

will be sold on

Jeroen Markies’

stand, tapping

into the trend

for art deco

Fans of the far east
Asian art is on the up and up. Testament to

its growth as a collecting area is the annual

Asian Art in London week from 5th–14th

November. There will be art tours and

exhibitions in galleries all over the city, as

well as auctions featuring some standout

lots, saved up by dealers for the occasion.

Barnebys, the online auctions platform,

has some particularly intriguing lots,

including this 1960s fan by Chinese

painter Fu Baoshi. It is a lovely example

of the delicacy of oriental ink work. Other

highlights on Barnebys include mah-jong

sets, censers and intricate ceramics.

* asianartinlondon.com; barnebys.co.uk

THE DIARY

INTIMATE SIGHT 
Amid the plethora of anniversary

events marking the end of the

Second World War, the Imperial War

Museum’s exhibition of Lee Miller’s

photographs is among the most

intriguing. The image above shows

Miller – who was Vogue’s official war 

photographer – in Hitler’s bath.

* 15th October to 24th April. Imperial War

Museum, Lambeth Road, London, SE1 6HZ.

020 7416 5000; iwm.org.uk

TICKET 
OFFER

Use code HAM15  

to get 2-for-1 tickets  

when you buy  

them online here:  

bit.ly/1gtG6cB
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Dazzling display
The V&A’s new show Bejewelled

Treasures is sponsored by antique

jewellery specialist Wartski. The

most astounding aspect of the

display of jewels, which hail

mostly from India, is that they 

are sourced from just one

private collection. As Wartski

director Kieran McCarthy

says, ‘It is not an assembly of

precious materials but a homage 

to jewels as works of art,’ and 

a stunning one at that.

* 21st November to 14th February. Victoria

and Albert Museum, Cromwell Road, London,

SW7 2RL. 020 7942 2000; vam.ac.uk

For the present
For those whose minds are turning to the Christmas shopping, don’t despair

about finding unique gifts this year. The Contemporary Applied Arts gallery

is capitalising on the growing appreciation of artisan-made products by

staging Present & Collect, a selling exhibition in the run-up to Christmas.

While these standout blown-glass shades by London-based artist Michael

Ruh are priced from £440, there are plenty of more affordable gift ideas,

such as Derek Wilson’s ceramics, which start at £28. Either way, you can

be sure that no one else will be giving the same thing. * 19th November to

24th December. 89 Southwark Street, London, SE1 0HX. 020 7620 0086; caa.org.uk

Don’t miss
AFFORDABLE ART FAIR, BATTERSEA
The Affordable Art Fair will celebrate its

50th UK fair when it sets up in Battersea

Park between 22nd

and 25th October.

Prices start at £100

a snip for some

of the amazing

pieces on offer.

020 8246 4848;

affordableartfair.com

GERTRUDE HERMES
If you enjoy discovering 

overlooked artists,

you’ll find the Hepworth

Wakefield’s exhibition of

Gertrude Hermes’ work a

treat. Her output ranged

from prints to weather

vanes and is often

Hepworthian in style.

01924 247360; hepworthwakefield.org 

ANTIQUES FOR
EVERYONE
You are guaranteed

to make a quirky 

discovery at

irmingham NEC’s

extensive antiques fair.

Plus, the fair which runs from

19th to 22nd November will

have an astonishing display

of Whitby jet, which derives

from the fossilised remains of

the Monkey Puzzle tree. 0844 581

0827; antiquesforeveryone.co.uk

Events to make an extra-special trip to see 

Y

t

d

e

P

h

o

f

t

NEVER OUT OF PRINT
As part of the 140th anniversary celebrations of

department store Liberty, the Fashion and Textile

Museum is staging a retrospective of the brand’s iconic

fabrics. From 1920s florals such as the ‘Betsy’ print

to the introduction of ‘Young Liberty’ in the 1950s and

collaborations with the likes of Vivienne Westwood and

Jean Muir, the exhibition will have on display the largest

number of Liberty garments gathered together since its

centenary in 1975. It’s a testament to Arthur Liberty’s

original decree ‘not to follow existing fashion but to

create new ones’. As the store originally started selling

silks, it seems a fitting way to mark a milestone year.

* 9th October to 28th February. Fashion and Textile Museum, 83

Bermondsey St, London, SE1 3XF. 020 7407 8664; ftmlondon.org
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Plant roses this autumn for

abundant summer blooms
David C.H. Austin



DAVID AUSTIN
®

David Austin’s English Roses combine exceptional beauty and delicious fragrances with
outstanding health, reliability and vigour. By planting English Roses in the coming weeks,

you will be giving them ample time to establish in the  garden, before they burst into fragrant
bloom next summer. For help selecting your roses, contact our rose experts.

We’re offering readers of Homes & Antiques 15% OFF* every time you shop
with us before November 30th 2015.

Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com Call: 01902 376300 Quote code HA36
* This offer excludes postage and cannot be used in conjunction with any other David Austin Roses offer. 



Featured paint

Viola’s Bloom

0RVW�GH �́QLWHO\�

Paint by Conran’s beautiful

paint range is one of a kind with

deeper richer colours, achieved

E\ VRXUFLQJ RQO\ WKH YHU\ EHVW

SLJPHQWV DYDLODEOH� :KLOVW RWKHU

brands can be a compromise –

ZLWK SRRU ZDVKDELOLW\ DQG ZHDNHU�

coverage – Paint by Conran

RIIHUV VXSHULRU GHSWK� GXUDELOLW\�

DQG FRYHUDJH� $��OWU�WLQ�FDQ

FRYHU���P��

Designer colours that won’t fade or

μDNH� Paint by Conran’s industrial 

VWUHQJWK�LV�EH\RQG�FRPSDUH�

Order our latest colour card online, 

free – paintbyconran.com

Are designer

paints worth 

paying for?



T
hirty years ago a painfully thin young whipper-
snapper burst into my gallery in Chelsea and
declared that the display of silver in my window
was not up to scratch. The window was laden
with extraordinary art silver by master designer

Jean E Puiforcat. Puiforcat revolutionised silver in France
in the early 20th century, achieving acclaim at the now
legendary 1925 Art Deco exhibition in Paris, so with this
pronouncement the cocky youth certainly got my attention.

Paul Belvoir was then a student at Medway College
and the first, he proudly told me, to take a
foundation degree in silver design – a whole
new course had to be devised just for him. He
showed me pieces he had designed and made.
One, in particular, struck me with its beauty
and sculptural form. It was a tall flask with a
long neck and spout, and the rounded body
had a deep circular indentation that acted as
the handle. It reminded me of some ancient
artefact from Mesopotamia or ancient Egypt
and was even more amazing considering Paul
was still a student, and just 18 years old.

The piece was of hand-beaten polished
metal as Paul did not have the funds to make
it in silver. His first commission from me was
to realise the flask in silver. It was a triumph
and sold immediately and so began the long
and fruitful collaboration between us.

At college Paul won, in a design competition, an
internship at the renowned silversmiths Jensen in
Copenhagen, which influenced him deeply. His demands for
excellence and purity of design can be linked directly to this
fruitful apprenticeship. In his early career, Paul’s wanderlust
and thirst for knowledge convinced him that the art of
the Ancient Greeks, with their purity of form and belief in
proportion – the golden mean – should be the bedrock of
his aesthetic. In addition an obsessive passion for the Italian
Futurist movement, and in particular the work of
Umberto Boccione, added to his artistic sensibility.

Early recognition soon resulted
in accolades, including Silver
Designer of the Year 1983
and the prestigious De
Beers National Design
Award 1984. His fabulous
award-winning diamond
encrusted silver frame was
presented to Elizabeth, the
late Queen Mother. 

As his stature and reputation grew so too did his list of
clients, including Donna Karan, Valentino, Tina Chow and
Lord Jacob Rothschild, to name but a few. Solo shows in
New York and Paris followed, and today Paul’s pieces are
found in major public and private collections.

Paul constantly surprises and amazes me, but his
intellectual curiosity and single-mindedness can push me
to the edge too. Once, on a whim, he decided to buy and
single-handledly restore a 15th-century fortified house
in Brittany. His pursuit of beauty and loathing of spiders

meant that instead of designing refined silver
objects he embarked on a military campaign
to re-point the whole stone block interior of
the huge house. Every single ancient stone
and its surrounding mortar was cleaned and
re-grouted. After two years of backbreaking,
meticulous restoration the house was finally
ready and declared an insect and rodent free
zone. Finally Paul was back in the groove and
hungry, literally, for new projects with me.

Paul loves to travel and so I have got used
to the reverse charged phone calls in the middle
of the night from Brazil – Paul in a high state
of excitement, having discovered an incredible
block of the finest amethyst – and could I make
an urgent money transfer to pay for it? Or the
frantic flurry of emails from a remote spot in
northern China (who knew he had even left

rural France?) where he had just sourced a mine for the
purest rock crystal.

As I wrote these words, we were in the middle of
frantically preparing for September’s LAPADA Art and
Antiques Fair in Berkeley Square and as usual Paul,
bless him, decided at the last moment to make the most
complicated of silver pieces ever made by the workshop. Who
needs a calm, anxiety free life? Clearly, it seems, I don’t… Q

Gordon Watson’s London gallery specialises in
20th-century design

Paul’s award-

winning

diamond

encrusted silver

frame was

presented

to the late

Queen Mother
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GORDON’S PICK OF THE MONTH

Paul’s latest piece is a 12-sided sterling sliver

box with rock crystal, amethyst and rose

quartz decoration. It is 28.3cm in diameter

and 11.5cm high. It is hallmarked with a

maker’s mark and currently on display at the

Gordon Watson gallery, price on application.

Gordon Watson

This month, Gordon reveals how a talented young rebel became a design star, 

a friend and a long-term collaborator at his eponymous gallery

A STAR IS BORN
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The UK’s largest stocks of
Afghan Rugs & large Rugs

PERSIAN | AFGHAN | CHINESE | INDIAN | PAKISTAN | MODERN | CONTEMPORARY

Stores located at:
Kaydon House, Kinmel Park, Bodelwyddan, Denbighshire, N Wales LL18 5TY • SAT NAV: LL18 5TZ
Ridings Park, Eastern Way, Hawks Green, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 7FJ • SAT NAV: WS11 7FJ
Open: Mon-Sat: 10.00-5.00, Sunday & Bank Holidays: 10.00 - 4.00
Closed: Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day and Easter Sunday

FrithRugs is a trademark of GH Frith
(Bodelwyddan) Ltd. 15/10

Tel: 0845 4 900 600



BEST OF
BRITISH
Combine national pride and style with this

selection of finery from our very own shores
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Pale oak side cabinet by 

Ambrose Heal, c1920, 

£6,500, Anthony Outred. 

020 7730 7948;

outred.co.uk

OLD

Vintage David 

Leach bowl with

linear design,

£780, Xupes.

01279 461696; 

xupes.com

OLD

Early 20th-

century Stag’s

Horn chandelier,

£2,200, Windsor

House Antiques.

01832 274595;

windsorhouse

antiques.co.uk

OLD

Ash and Copper trug,

£99.95, Jane Crisp.

07595 479660;

janecrisp.com

NEW

‘Pheasant and Oak’ tea

towel, £12.95, Thornback

& Peel. 020 7831 2878;

thornbackandpeel.co.uk

NEW

‘Hatton 4’ table

lamp, £165,

Original BTC.

020 7351 2130;

originalbtc.com

NEW
Peppercorn cushion

by Eleanor Pritchard,

£120, Heal’s.

020 7896 7451;

heals.co.uk

NEW

Arts and Crafts oak and

leather sofa, c1940, £3,900,

Lorfords. 01666 505111; 

lorfordsantiques.com

OLD

Blue-glazed Devon

jug by Barrington

Pottery, £35, The

National Trust Shop.

0300 123 2025;

shop.national

trust.org.uk

NEW

Amber vase, £99,

English Antique Glass.

020 7351 2130;

englishantiqueglass.

co.uk

NEW

Spindle-back armchair, c1800,

£490, Spencer Swaffer. 01903

882132; spencerswaffer.com

OLD

‘Shetland Stripe’

cushion, £79, Toast.

0844 557 5200; toa.st

NEW
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Beautiful bespoke window

coverings have been Hillarys

signature for over 40 years.

With a dedicated in-home service,

you’ll be able to view a wide range of

samples in the comfort of your home

and receive expert advice from our

team. Plus, we’ll even take care

RI�WKH�PHDVXULQJ�DQG�À�WWLQJ�

beautiful
Make it

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR
CALL 0800 916 6544 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK



DRAMATIC
FLORALS

Draw inspiration from paintings by Dutch masters to create

this look, centred on dark backgrounds and luxuriant blooms

‘Floralism’ tablemats by

Boho & Co, £40 for four,

An Angel At My Table.

0845 2000 723;

anangelatmytable.com

NEW

Regency period tea caddy,

£1,850, Windsor House Antiques.

01832 274595 ; windsorhouse

antiques.co.uk

OLD

Victorian inlaid burr

walnut table, £4,700,

Christian Davies Antiques.

01254 873187;

1stdibs.com

OLD

‘Rosa Alba’ drum lampshade from

£45; ‘Pineapple’ lamp base, £155;

both Graham & Green. 020 8987

3700; grahamandgreen.co.uk

‘Nest’ sofa by Moooi, £2,055, Houseology.

0330 363 0330; houseology.com

NEW

NEW

Matched pair of

Gasparo Lopez

still life paintings,

c1720, £10,950,

Debenham Antiques.

01728 860707;

antiquefurniture.tv

OLD

Papier mâché

cabinet, c1850,

£3,350, Hampton

Antiques.

01604 863979;

hampton

antiques.co.uk

OLD

‘Shadow Floral’

cushion, £28,

Amara. 0800

587 7645;

amara.com

NEW

‘Rhododendrons

and Lilies’ wallpaper

(ZRPW01002), £80

per roll, Zoffany.

0844 543 4600;

zoffany.com

NEW

‘Madeline’ armchair in

Lovari Floral Midnight,

£899, Marks & Spencer.

0333 014 8000;

marksandspencer.com

NEW

H&A NOV EM BER 2015 37

H&A JOURNAL: Shopping





the contemporary cuckoo to theFrom t
e ormolu, there’s a clock to suitornate
y interior. Antiques lovers withevery
ire for decoration are spoilt fora desi
ce as exquisitely crafted pieceschoic
ntricate mechanisms have beenwith i
ced by the master clock makersproduc

of Europe since the 17th century andf E
many of them still work like clockwork
A gilded French porcelain mantel clock

is as much a talking point as it is a
timepiece. Or look for an automaton
clock with chimes, dials and moving
parts to keep your guests entertained.
Even old clocks can be accurate time
keepers if you have the patience to

wind them. But if time is of the essence
a battery-powered modern statement

piece will do just as well.

‘Time Flies’ wall

clock, £46, Rory

Dobner. 020

7952 6697;

rorydobner.com

NEW

‘Victorian mahogany

moon roller

longcase clock,

£2,500, Worboys.

01494 673055;

worboysantiques.

co.uk

OLD

Art deco-style

mirrored wall

clock, Nicholas

Wells Antiques.

07935 976923;

nicholaswells.comn

OLD

‘Spindle’

clock by

Vitra, £317,

Heal’s. 020

7896 7451

  heals.co.uk

NEW

French marquetry

mantel clock,

late 19th-century,

£1,050, Lassco.

020 7394 2100;

lassco.co.uk

OLD

n the clocks go back onWhen

ctober, be prepared – with25th Oc

selection of timepiecesour s

‘Tube’ desk clock in

brass by Piet Heinbra

Eek, £129, SCP.

020 7739 1869;

scp.co.uk

NEW

Frenchh porcelain

and ormolu mantel

clock, c1880,

£1,950, Carlton

Clockss. 01494

7637993;

ukcloccks.com

OLD

OLD

Chinoiserie

Granddaughter

clock, early

20th-century,

£2,900, Windsor 

House Antiques.

01832 274595;

windsorhouse

antiques.co.uk

‘Mosaic’ wall clock, £17, Jenny

Walsh. jennywalshdesign.com

NEW

Mid-century world clock by Kienzle,

£1,150, The Moderns. 07986 218446; 

1stdibs.com

OLD

Copper cuckooo

clock by Salao

Alberto, £380,b

Red Candy.e

01212 247728;1

redcandy.co.ukd

k.
k 

e 
Grey marble wall clock, 

£62.50, Broste Copenhagen. 

brostecopenhagen.com

NEW

NEW

zabethan revivalEliz

ck, c1840, £2,800,clo

mes Graham-Stewart.Jam

0 3490 0406;020

mesgraham-jam

tewart.comst

NEW
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Textile artist Natasha Kerr

weaves the ephemera

of her subjects’ lives

into moving portraits,

creating artworks

that are destined

to become family

heirlooms

FE ATURE DOMINIQUE CORLET T

PHOTOGR APHS K A SI A FISZE R

LIFE’S RICH 
TAPESTRY 

Maker:

Nathasha Kerr



Based around a central photograph,
Natasha Kerr’s textile panels are
embellished with text, images and
precious personal objects that tell

the story of a person’s life. Having started off by
delving into her own family archives, she has since
focused on creating work for other people. Her
public commissions have included a suffragette
Millennium postage stamp, a series of panels for
St Thomas’ hospital in London and a piece for the
V&A exhibition Quilts 1700–2010, which enabled
her to fulfil her dream of seeing her work on a poster
on London’s Tube network. She is inspired by ‘how
people deal with life and what it throws at them’ and
describes her private commissions as an ‘emotional
journey’ for her subjects. She has also produced a 
series of works based on fictional characters.

WHAT’S YOUR BACKGROUND?

I trained as a textile designer and, for a while, made
a living creating commercial print designs. They were
sold at the big international fairs to fashion houses
like Romeo Gigli and Yves Sainnt Laurent. At the samelike Romeo Gigli and Yves Saint Laurent At the same
time I had a studio at Cockpit AArts in Bloomsbury, 
where I would work on my own projects.

One Christmas, after my grrandmother died,
when I was 24 or 25, my motheer gave me a pile ofw
hoto albums that had been in a bag in a cupboard.ph

e albums were filled with picctures of my relativesTh
ho had come to England duriing the war and hadwh

died when I was young. I was ffascinated by thesed
people and by where they had ccome from: Vienna andpe

Silesia, which is now in Poland but was in Germany.
They were people who had come to stay with us atTh l h h d h
Christmas and in the summer and I wanted to learn
who they were, these people that I had known and
loved as a little girl.

WHY TEXTILES?

It’s purely what I understand. My mother used to
alter clothes by hand. I trained in textiles. It was the 
natural medium for me to work in. 

HOW DID YOUR PORTRAITS COME ABOUT?

Cockpit Arts used to have an open studios event twice
a year and I needed something to hang on the walls.
I started making my textile panels in 1994.

The early pieces always included a nude. There
was a 1930s photograph of a nude woman kneeling
that I used in my work for many years. My grand-
mother used to have the picture in her bedroom and
always claimed that it was her. My mother said there
was no way it could be my grandmother! So the piece
is always called ‘Who is the naked lady?’

TALK US THROUGH THE PROCESS OF MAKING ONE

Each piece takes a lot of research. For the panels for
St Thomas’ hospital I talked to the patients on the
ward and found outt where they came from and wwhat
they were missing aabout home. I talked to the docctors,
nurses and caretakeers, and went through the archhives.

For a private commission I need to find out alll
about that person. II was recently commissioned bby
a man to make a piece for his wife’s birthday. I went

S PAGETHI Honey

els, honeycomb-likelabe

agons and images ofhex

es and beekeepers havebee

en carefully combinedbee

maketo m Benbow Bees

CING PAGEFAC Natashaa

in her studio belowowsits

2008 work entitleedher

nie BanksJonn concerningg

American who crossedan A

Atlantic tothe fight

he First World Warin th

ore returning homebefo

umatised andtrau finding

k as a journalistwor

H&A NOV EM BER 2015 4141

H&A JOURNAL: One to watch



SEE

NATASHA’S

WORK AT:

K V&A, Cromwell

Road, London, SW7 2RL.

020 7942 2000; vam.ac.uk

K St Thomas’ Hospital,

Westminster Bridge Road,

London, SE1 7EH.

020 7188 7188;

guysandstthomas.nhs.uk

K Stoke Park Country Club,

Park Road, Stoke Poges,

Buckinghamshire, SL2 4PG.

01753 717171;

stokepark.com

K And by appointment

at her East London

studio. Contact natasha@

natashakerr.co.uk to

arrange a visit

FROM TOP LEFT

Natasha singles out

the best mix of textiles

to match her current

project; above a desk

in Natasha’s studio

hangs Perriginne Potts,

a fictional work from

2008; paintbrushes and

paints to add colour

to Natasha’s projects

and provide a contrast

to the black-and-white

images; Oma, Mitzy

and Fritzy; Solange, a

colourful piece Natasha

made in 2009; Thomas

Gray, a piece from 2009

concerning the eventful

life of a metal worker

from Birmingham

* Prices for Natasha’s work start at £480 for limited-edition

prints and at £2,800 for private commissions.

020 7241 1294; natashakerr.co.uk

to her home and to the home of her parents, who
she’d recently lost. When her husband brought her
to the studio to see how things were progressing she
found that it was full of stuff related to her. It was
very emotional for her.

She also gave me things that were precious to
her: pictures that her children had drawn, letters,
locks of her children’s hair, photos, buttons and
earrings. I get all this stuff from someone’s life and
have to distil it until I get to the essence of what is
important. It’s not about dumping everything into
a piece of artwork, it’s an editing exercise.

When the editing is finished I start with an
antique linen bedsheet. I decide what the main
image is going to be, then use the other objects to
tell the history of the person. It’s playing: adding
things, taking things away, enlarging some things,
seeing what works. Sometimes there’s a sort of
code in the work that only the person it’s about will
understand. The work couldn’t be more bespoke.

WHERE DOES YOUR INSPIRATION COME FROM?

Human experience, that’s really important to me.
I love history and storytelling. I like putting the past
into context and seeing how it affects the present.
I like old things. My mother used to take me to
flea markets and antiques fairs. We’d go down to
London from the Wirral, antiques hunting at places
such as Grays and Kensington Church Street. I’m
well versed in looking at old stuff. I like things that
are a bit bashed, things that have been touched.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR WORK?

My portraits seek to put a life, or a historical event,
into context. It’s about putting things together in a
way that’s understandable for future generations.
If someone dies you end up with all this stuff that
you can’t bear to part with but don’t know what to
do with. People come to me to give that stuff some
order or narrative.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE?

I’ve really enjoyed the public work I’ve done and
would like to do more. I’d also like to do some
projects on racehorses. The story of a racehorse
with its trainers, owners, jockey colours and press
cuttings would be a great subject for me. I’d even
stitch in some horsehair. Q

CLICK 
HERE 

To see our short

film of Natasha  

at work 
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Vintage floral designs in contemporary

colours, capturing the very essence of 

the English countryside. 

Little Luxuries, a brand of:

www.littleluxurieswallcoverings.co.uk

Enrol with

Friends

and Save!



Available from
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Enjoy our premium app experience

now available from

The new look Homes &Antiques is the monthly interiors must-have for

people who love great design and beautiful objects from every era. Now

packed with more pages of inspiring homes, new ways to display your

finds, the fascinating stories behind antiques and the month’s best fairs

and auctions, all wrapped up in a fresh design, you won’t want to miss it.
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This month we explore a 15th-century tower in Northumberland, a Bloomsbury-inspired interior 

and the home of the late Italian furniture designer Carlo Mollino. Plus, the history of the terrarium 

LIFESTYLE
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HOME OF THE MONTH

WHEN FURNISHING and decorating her 
15th-century home in Northumberland, Lesley 
Manners took the bold decision to go for a look 
that is far from what you would expect for a 
property of that period. Within its gothic and 
Georgian walls, striking contemporary art,  
20th-century design classics and modern paint 
hues create a playful yet highly sophisticated feel. 
�TURN TO PAGE 58

48 Bending the rules
This month’s 

antiques showcase is in 

praise of bentwood furniture, 

pioneered by Michael Thonet 

in 1859

68 
All set for
Bloomsbury 
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home with his much-loved 

collection of works by the 

Bloomsbury artists 

78 Playing with
tradition 

Caroline and Russell McCleave 

have a passion for collecting 

the unusual – from trench art to 
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88 Sea change
This coastal home 

combines on-trend fabrics and 

colours with elegant antiques

96 Behind closed
doors 

We explore the home of one of 

Italy’s most brilliant designers  

104 Glass act
Find out why 

terrariums are the hottest 

trend in horticulture 



BENDING

Bentwood furniture was invented in the mid 19th 

century by pioneering cabinetmaker Michael 

Thonet. His discovery revolutionised furniture  

design and paved the way for mass production 

FE ATURE C A ROLINE WHE ATE R  

PHOTOGR APHS K AT YA DE GRUNWA LD  

S T Y LING ANNA MALHOMME DE L A ROCHE

THE RULES

A mid-century 

bentwood bench 

marries perfectly 

with an antique 

hatstand for 

welcoming yet 

practical storage 

in a hallway



Antiques

Roadshow

expert John
Bly rarely
minces
his words,

and certainly not when talking about
bentwood furniture of the mid 19th
century onwards. ‘Michael Thonet’s
development of bentwood furniture – using
heat and steam to bend wood into shape,
rather than to laboriously carve it – was
one of the greatest inventions in furniture
history,’ he says. John is not alone in
his admiration for the achievement.
Christopher Wilk, head of furniture at
the Victoria and Albert Museum, calls the
invention ‘utterly remarkable, the great
story of 19th-century industrialisation,
making furniture that was functional,
stylish and affordable’.

You may not know the name Michael
Thonet (pronounced Tonet) but you’ll
recognise his most famous design: ‘Chair
No 14’. It’s also known as the bistro
chair and graced, and continues to grace,
thousands of cafes around the world.
Launched in 1859, 50 million units of the
virtually indestructible cane or plywood-
seated chair had been sold by 1930. Even
now, ‘Chair No 14’ is one of interiors
guru Terence Conran’s top 10 designs:
‘The classic bentwood chair is one of
the world’s most successful commercial
products and its design has remained
virtually unchanged for 150 years. All
the components could be created in one
location and assembled elsewhere – it was
the first flat-pack furniture.’

While bentwood furniture was often
overlooked in the 1960s and 1970s, today
antique Thonet bentwood has cult status
and is considered to be artwork by
those who collect it. Adam Hills,
owner of salvage and design emporium
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Retrouvius, regularly sells Thonet
pieces. ‘Thonet furniture represents
the transition from tradition into
modernism,’ he says. ‘It has clean lines,
is made from a single material and in
a single process, so is always liked by
anyone interested in design and history.’
At Retrouvius you might pay around
£75 for a bistro chair, £400 to £500
for a rocker and up to £1,000 for
a rare crib or recliner.

Steaming ahead

So who was the genius who created the
simple but sinuous range of bentwood
furniture that anticipated the art nouveau
movement and modernism? The son of a
tanner, Michael Thonet was born in the
town of Boppard am Rhein in Prussia
(now Germany) in 1796. He served an
apprenticeship as a cabinetmaker before
setting up his own workshop in 1819.

‘From the early 1830s he began
experimenting with steam, bending
beechwood laminates – thin layers,
or veneers, of wood stuck together
with glue – to make furniture. It was
a technique that was originally used
to build ships,’ says John Bly.

Wood had been bent to form
furniture before, by the ‘bodgers’ who
made components for Windsor chairs
– back rails and stretchers – by soaking
green, unseasoned timber in water to
make it pliable. But the use of heat
and steam was a giant step forward.

Thonet exhibited his first laminated
bentwood furniture, known as ‘Boppard’
chairs, in the popular Beidermeier
style, at a Koblenz trade show in 1841.
The designs caught the attention of the
Chancellor of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire who invited Thonet to Austria
to make furniture for the state room
of the Palais Liechtenstein in Vienna.
And to encourage him to develop more
elaborate creations, in 1842 the Austrian
court granted Thonet a patent to ‘bend
any type of wood… using chemical-
mechanical methods’. Thonet did not

FACING PAGE Make a statement with this attractive yet comfortable rocking chair ABOVE The ‘Sunflower’

clock was designed by George Nelson in the mid 20th century and is still a cheerful centrepiece BELOW Alvar

Aalto’s ‘Paimio’ chair was designed in 1931 for use in a tuberculosis hospital in the belief that the curving

wooden form promoted ease of breathing and a warmth that metal Bauhaus designs could not

TEST OF TIME
‘Model No 41’ lounge chair or
‘Paimio’ armchair, c1931

Born in 1898, the Finn Alvar Aalto became one of the

most celebrated architects of his generation, earning

plaudits from around the world, including Britain’s

Royal Gold Medal of Architecture (1957) and France’s

Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur (1939). One of the

buildings that helped make his name early on in his

career is the Varsinais-Suomi tuberculosis sanitorium in

the town of Paimio, south-west Finland. The young Aalto w

the architectural competition to design it in 1929, chosen by judges who relished his modernist

plans. Imposing and made from concrete, the sanitorium had integral south-facing sun balconies

and a roof terrace on which patients could rest in the fresh air and sunlight – there was no

antibiotic cure for TB in those days. Alvar and his wife Aino also designed the hospital’s interiors

and furniture, including the ‘Model No 41’ lounge chair, with steam-bent birch arms and a seat

made from laminated birch plywood shaped using the bentwood technique invented by Michael

Thonet. The gracefully scrolling chair, made from familiar and comforting wood, was designed to

soothe patients and to allow air to circulate around their heads. The chair is still made by Aalto’s

company Artek and sold through Aram (aram.co.uk)
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From the early 1830s 

he began experimenting 

with steam, bending 

beechwood laminates  

to make furniture
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disappoint. By 1849, now based in Vienna
after the company he established in
Boppard went bankrupt, Thonet had won
his first independent commission for a
laminated beechwood chair, known as
‘Chair No 4’, which caught the eye of the
proprietress of the Cafe Daum.

His business grew quickly and,
by 1853, it was going well enough to
re-establish the company as Gebrüder
Thonet (Thonet Brothers) run by Michael
and his five sons. In 1855, Thonet made a
crucial discovery: attaching a metal strip
to a rod of solid beech during steaming
and bending would prevent the wood
from splitting. ‘For the first time solid
wood, rather than laminate, could be
made into bentwood furniture. Thonet

was clearly interested in finding a new
way to make cheaper furniture and in
quantity,’ says Wilks.

From acorn to oak

One year later, Gebrüder Thonet had
outgrown its Viennese workshop and
opened a new factory in Koritschan,
Moravia, close to abundant beech woods.
In 1859, another factory in Bistritz, 30
miles away in Romania, was built. By
1865 the two factories were producing
an amazing 150,000 pieces of bentwood
furniture each year. An astonishing
number given the convoluted process
required to make them: ‘Beech trees had
to be cut down and sawn into planks.
These were then sawn into rods that

By 1865 the two Thonet factories were producing 

an amazing 150,000 pieces of furniture each year

THIS IMAGE  Today, Thonet 

chairs are available new (on 

left) or as antiques (on right)  

FACING PAGE Mix antique 

chairs with modern design 

classics for a fresher take  

on the bentwood look
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THIS IMAGE The swivel

seat of this 19th-century

artisan’s stool makes it

pratical as well as eye-

catching for a small work

station FACING PAGE

Bent wood is used to

add strength to this

steamer trunk, c1920



were tapered and rounded by turning.
Next, the rods were put into large vats
with a sealed door and left to steam
overnight, after which they were bent
into iron moulds by the male factory
workers,’ explains Wilks. Once cured,
the wood was fixed into shape and the
female workers took over to sand, finish
and cane seats.

Thonet opened showrooms in the
major cities of the world and, by the
end of the 19th century, there were over
1,000 designs to choose from, including
rocking chairs, chaise longues, hat stands,
mirrors and occasional tables. In 1912
Thonet reached its peak, manufacturing
1.8 million pieces of furniture a year
and selling everything from beds and
bar stools to sofas and chairs through 
British retailers such as Maples.

This phenomenal success came
despite Thonet’s patents running out
in 1869, at which point it became open
season for wannabe makers of lucrative
bentwood furniture. ‘By the late 19th
century there were 93 companies across
Europe producing bentwood furniture
and plagiarism was rife,’ says Wilk.
Thonet’s biggest rival was the Viennese
furniture maker Jacob & Josef Kohn
(J & J Kohn), which hired leading
architects and designers, such as
Otto Wagner and his student Joseph
Hoffman – the co-founder of the arts
and crafts collaborative Wiener
Werkstätte – to create contemporary
designs. Highlights included Hoff-
mann’s 1905 ‘Sitzmaschine’ chair
with adjustable back, and Adolph
Loos’s 1898 sinuous side chair. 

Thonet’s pioneering bentwood
designs continued to influence early
20th-century designers such as the
modernist Finnish architect Alvar Aalto. 
‘He was inspired by the simplicity of
line,’ says Wilk. ‘But remember that
designers such as Aalto produced
furniture on a tiny scale compared to
Thonet.’ Post-Second World War, the
American designers Charles and Bernice
‘Ray’ Eames relied heavily on bentwood
techniques for their iconic 1956 lounge
chair and ottoman. Today, Thonet is
still going strong, re-established after
the ravages of the Second World War
by a great grandson of Michael Thonet,
and the original designs remain popular.
As the architect Le Corbusier remarked 
in 1925, Thonet bentwood chairs
possessed ‘a nobility of their own’. Q

Thonet’s pioneering bentwood designs continued to influence early

20th-century designers such as modernist Finnish architect Alvar Aalto
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Find out more
VISIT

K Find antique Thonet bentwood furniture

in the V&A’s furniture galleries, Room 

101. Victoria and Albert Museum,

Cromwell Road, London, SW7 2RL.  

020 7942 2000; vam.ac.uk

K Design Museum, Shad Thames,

London, SE1 2YD. 020 7403 6933; 

designmuseum.org

K Second floor of Hofmobiliendepot

(Imperial Furniture Collection,

Museum Wien) for original Thonet

designs. Imperial Furniture Collection,

Andreasgasse 7, 1070 Vienna, Austria.

+43 1 524 33 57; hofmobiliendepot.at

K Enjoy the magnificent interiors and

furnishings of Palais Liechtenstein,

Furstengasse 1, 1090 Vienna, Austria. 

palaisliechtenstein.com

K See Alvar Aalto’s designs at Alvar Aalto

Museo in Jyväskylä. Alvar Aallon, Katu 

7, Jyväskylä, Finland. alvaraalto.fi

READ

K Thonet: Classic Furniture in Bent

Wood and Tubular Steel by Alexander 

von Vegesack (Rizzoli, 1997)

K Thonet: 150 Years of Furniture

by Christopher Wilk (Barron’s

Educational Series, 1980)

K Thonet Bentwood & Other Furniture:

The 1904 Illustrated Catalogue by

Christopher Wilks (Dover Pubs, 1981)

BUY

K Retrouvius, 1016 Harrow Road,

Kensal Green, London, NW10 5NS.

020 8960 6060; retrouvius.com

K Gebrüder Thonet flagship store,

Praterstrasse 1, 1020 Vienna, Austria. 

gebruderthonetvienna.com

K Aram, 110 Drury Lane, Covent Garden,

London, WC2B 5SG. 020 7557 7557; 

aram.co.uk

K Nimbus Antiques, 14 Chapel

Road, Whaley Bridge, High Peak,

Derbyshire, SK23 7JZ. 01663 734248; 

nimbusantiques.co.uk

K Au Bon Usage, 21 Rue Saint-Paul,

75004 Paris, France. +33 1 42  

78 80 14; aubonusage.com

1
Walls painted in ‘Light Blue’, £38 per 2.5 l matt

emulsion, Farrow & Ball. Antique mahogany

c1900 bentwood hatstand, £750, Church Street

Antiques. Dip-dyed loveseat, £770, Ercol. Cushions

from left: ‘Harris Tweed’ in Bracken, £68 per m;

‘Gypsy Garland’ in Saffron, £48 per m, both Vanessa

Arbuthnott. Grey scarf, £25, Bronte by Moon. Lantern,

£40, I & JL Brown. Antique French bentwood box,

£25, Marlesford Mill. Spanish riding boots, £189;

leather bag, £400; Donegal tweed scarf, £38,

all The Great English Outdoors. ‘Dash and Albert’ 

runner, £118, Luma

2
‘Drift Texture’ wallpaper, 110577, £46 per roll,

Harlequin. Antique 19th-century bentwood rocking

chair, £1,675, Lorfords Antiques. Bentwood ‘Mullion’

standing lamp, from £385, Tom Raffield. Antique wood

implements, £85, each; sisal basket, £65; antique

wood bowl, £135, all I & JL Brown. ‘Citrine’ throw, £85, 

House of Fraser. ‘Malin’ cushion, £25, John Lewis.

Marine pictures, £110 set of 3, Cox & Cox. ‘Diamond’ 

rug, £149, Luma

3
‘Drift Texture’ wallpaper, as before. Vitra ‘Sunflower’ 

clock designed by George Nelson, £810, Aram

4
Walls painted in ‘Tuffet’, £35 for 2.5 per l matt

emulsion, Earthborn. Curtain made in ‘Scandi

Stripe’ in ‘Cool’, £55 per m, Vanessa Arbuthnott.

On left: new Thonet ‘201R’ bentwood chair in white

lacquer, £1,022, Aram. Antique Thonet bentwood  

chair, £45, Lassco

5
Walls painted in ‘Tuffet’ matt emulsion, as before.

Curtain made in ‘Scandi Stripe’ in ‘Cool’, Vanessa

Arbuthnott, as before. Dining table, £1,390, Another

Country. Bentwood chairs from front left: antique

Thonet chair, £45, Lassco; smoked oak ‘In Between’

chair, £359, Aram; ‘Chairmakers’ chair in white, £775, 

Ercol; ‘Chiltern’ carver chair, £275, Ercol for John

Lewis. Pendant lights from left: ‘No 1’ pendant, from

£285; ‘Helix’ pendant, from £155; ‘Skipper’ pendant,

from £165, all Tom Raffield. Tablecloth made in ‘Gypsy

Garland’ in ‘Dove’, £48 per m; cushion made in ‘Pretty

Maids’ in ‘Saffron/Winter’, £48 per m, both Vanessa

Arbuthnott. Grey throw, £59, John Lewis. On table:

brown plates, £15 set, Pimpernel & Partners. Blue spot 

STYLIST’S NOTEBOOK

1
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bowls, £30 each, John Lewis. Antique cutlery, £24

set, RE. Etched wine goblets, from £40 each; antique

colander, £125; antique bread knife, £28, all Tobias

and the Angel. Green vase, £17.50, Cox & Cox. Wooden

board with leather strap, £38, Rowen & Wren. Ceramic 

jug, £8, Aram. ‘Amreli rug’, £140, John Lewis

6
Walls papered in ‘Bohemian Texture’ in silver, £79

per roll, Mulberry Home. ‘Gable’ desk, £396, Rowen

& Wren. Antique 19th-century artisan’s stool, £345,

David Griffith Antiques. Cushions made in ‘Lexington’

in ‘Vole’, £85 per m, Mark Alexander. Antique bentwood 

pegs, £25, Marlesford Mill. Scarf, £25, Bronte by

Moon. On desk from left: numbered bottle, from £6.50;

carved wood bird, £12; blue vase, £38, all Rockett  

St George. ‘Marny’ veneer bentwood lamp, £40,

John Lewis. Vintage bottles, from £2 each; books,

from £4 each, postcards from £1 each, all Pimpernel

& Partners. ‘Trimphone’ telephone, £34.95, Wild

& Wolf. ‘Ouma’ jug, £21, Luma. Antique suitcase,

from £20, Lassco. Printed box, £24, Tobias and

the Angel. ‘Triangles’ yellow throw, £30, John Lewis

7
Antique bentwood steamer trunk, c1920, £105,

Steamer Chests. Blue herringbone throw, £75,

Bronte by Moon. ‘Kaarna’ yellow throw, £70, Luma

2 3 4

6

7

5
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Rock of ages
Lesley Manners’ Northumberland home bears the marks of time – from 

its medieval tower and Georgian facade to the unexpected furniture and 

artwork that lie within its historic walls, which are distinctly contemporary

FE ATURE H A ZE L DOL A N   PHOTOGR APHS BRE NT DA RBY



From the south-facing side 

of the Manners’ home, its 

medieval tower and Georgian 

facade are visible. The historic 

exterior belies the surprising 

interior that lies within

H&A LIFESTYLE: Homes
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Profile
T H E OW N ER Lesley and Stewart Manners live

here with their three daughters, Georgia (24), Freya

(22) and Liberty (17), plus two golden retrievers,

Louie and Dylan. Stewart is a farmer and Lesley

runs a holiday cottage business and is director of 

their farm company.

T H E PROPERT Y Lesley and Stewart’s home

is a Grade I-listed medieval pele tower with 17th-

century manor house and Georgian additions, set in

six acres in Northumberland. The main house covers

three floors, with cellars beneath. The great hall,

library, drawing room, kitchens and service rooms

are all on the ground floor, with guest bedrooms

and a study on the first floor and family bedrooms

above. The tower has a ground-level entertainment

space, a bedroom on each of the floors above and  

a battlemented roof terrace at the top. 

verything about Lesley Manners’

15th-century tower and its manor 

house is dramatic: the rugged

stone, its history at the heart of

the Border skirmishes, and its

position, rising up from parkland,

outlined against ever-changing 

Northumberland skies.

There’s no forgetting that

this was a house built for serious

times, when cross-border raids

were a real and constant danger

and watchtowers had to be stout

of wall, narrow of window and 

allow clear, sweeping views

towards border and coast. The

real surprise is how Lesley’s

resolutely contemporary taste

and passion for mid-20th century

design have given it a beguiling

new life. ‘I’ve learned,’ she says,

‘that very modern furniture and

paintings can work perfectly in 

such an ancient setting.’

Four years ago neither Lesley

nor her husband Stewart had any

intention of moving from their

Georgian farmhouse, perfectly

pitched between two of their 
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FACING PAGE, FROM 

TOP A 1977 Mario Bellini 

‘La Rotonda’ table stands at 

the centre of the Great Hall. 

The chandelier from Flos was 

designed by Gino Sarfatti 

in 1958; Lesley outside the 

tower THIS PAGE The sofas 

in the living room are from 

B&B Italia. The ‘Yo-Yo’ coffee 

table is by Emanuele Zenere 

for Cattelan Italia
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I remember thinking, 

‘Wow, could we ever, 

in our wildest dreams, 

call this place home?’

The panelling and bookshelves are painted 

in ‘Drawing Room Blue’ by Farrow & Ball. 

The painting is by Yorkshire-based artists 

Christine Relton and Tom Marine, who paint 

collaboratively as Relton Marine



farms. She and their daughters Georgia

(now 24), Freya (22) and Liberty (17), only

came to view the tower out of curiosity.

‘And once we saw it,’ Lesley admits, ‘we

fell in love with it. But we felt it was some

fabulous dream, so we tried to forget it.’

A full year went by before Stewart

mentioned it was still on the market and

suggested he take a look at the property

with them. At which point, he promptly

fell under the tower’s spell too. For Lesley, 

its romance was irresistible. ‘I remember

rounding the corner and driving towards

it, thinking: “Wow, could we ever, in our

wildest dreams, call this place home?”’

Elegant aesthetic

Now the interior is as striking as its

exterior and clearly a reflection of the

family living in it. Lesley has furnished

it with her favourite pieces of classic

mid-century design and sought out the

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM

RIGHT Lesley painted the kitchen’s

bespoke oak cabinets in ‘Greyfriars’

by Marston & Langinger for a more

contemporary look and teamed

them with walls painted in ‘Pigeon’

by Farrow & Ball; weathered stone

and studded oak doors mark the

entrance to the home; the table and

benches in the breakfast room are

believed to be made from the wood

taken from an old ship. They were

bought from a dealer who worked  

at a local monastery 

Little
black book
The Biscuit Factory, 16

Stoddart Street, Newcastle-

upon-Tyne. 0191 261 1103; 

thebiscuitfactory.com

‘I love their loyal

patronage of local talent

and the way they allow

you to take the art home 

to try it out in your

own space – it makes

investing in artwork less

daunting,’ says Lesley.

‘If the work doesn’t suit

your home, you can  

take it back.’

Gosforth Furniture,

77 Forsyth Road, Newcastle-

upon-Tyne. 0191 287 2001; 

gosforthfurniture.co.uk

‘This is a reliable family

company ready to tailor

their products to your

needs. Prices are very

reasonable for solid

oak furniture and their

beds are fabulously 

comfortable.’

New England Interiors,

3 Causey Street, Newcastle-

upon-Tyne. 0191 284 4884;

newenglandinteriors.co.uk

‘The owner Diane Robson

and her team are tireless

in their pursuit of the most

cutting-edge fabrics. Their

products are perfect and

they’re happy to go the

extra mile to keep their 

clients happy.’ 
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Lesley’s aim was to reflect the drama of the building without distracting from

its beautiful features – the mullioned windows, panelling and beamed ceilings

ABOVE Lesley’s ultra-modern dressing 

table in the master bedroom is the

‘Stroller’ desk, designed by Steuart

Padwick. It can be bought from Made.

com. The photograph hanging above

is called Italian Wedding and is by

David Burton. The curtain fabric is

‘Landscape’ from the Closer collection

by Pedroso & Ossorio at New England

Interiors. The Jeffrey Bernett ‘Tulip’ 

chair is from B&B Italia
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ABOVE The master

bedroom leads into a

spacious en-suite bathroom,

with ‘Manhattan’ basin,

washstand and bath, all

from Fired Earth FACING

PAGE, BOTTOM Ancient

meets modern in daughter

Freya’s tower bedroom

where oak beams and stout

walls are the backdrop to

a contemporary Ding 3000

Pearl Make-up dressing table

and Shuffle side tables by

Mia Hamborg from Nest. The

vintage blanket box is from 

Gosforth Furniture

flagstones in the original manor house

kitchen are staying, as is the library’s

mezzanine gallery, designed by Dudley

Poplak, who decorated Highgrove and

the Kensington Palace apartment for the 

Prince and Princess of Wales.

‘Stewart has said that he very much

feels he is a custodian of the building

while we’re here,’ says Lesley. ‘On

his watch, the roof will be sound and

everything will be cared for. It’s a piece

of history and it’s our home to look after

for the future. People come expecting it

to be a daunting place but, for such an

ancient house, it’s warm and we feel very

cosy here. I can be utterly alone here late

at night and feel as though it has its arms

around me. For us, this is a never-ending 

story. I have so many plans.’ Q

21st-century items that will become

classics. So the desk in the drawing room

is a 1949 Carlo Mollino design (see our

feature on the designer’s home on p96);

there are chairs by Eames from the 1950s 

and others made by Dutch designer

Marcel Wanders in 2001; there’s a 1970s

La Rotonda table in the hall, along with

lighting by Philippe Starck, Sebastian

Wong and Gino Sarfatti. ‘It all perfectly

marries beauty with practicality,’ she

explains. ‘And, funnily enough, although 

they’re contemporary, all these pieces

nod to the past. The Flos chandeliers 

even look like medieval sconces.’

Lesley’s instinct for homing in on

form and texture was honed early. She

remembers growing up surrounded

by similar Scandinavian and Italian

pieces, and her mother and older sister

annually staking out the Heal’s winter  

sale, waiting for the doors to open

while armed with flasks of coffee. 

Daunting exterior, cosy interior

Rather than maintain the ‘country house’ 

decoration of the previous owners,

Lesley’s aim was to reflect the drama of

the building without distracting from

its beautiful features – the mullioned

windows, panelling, beamed ceilings and

stone vaulted spaces. Robust colour, she

points out, emphasises the panelling’s

lines, while vast canvases of abstract

art and furniture in simple, sculptural 

shapes suit the scale.

‘Before it was all frills and furbelows

and swaggy curtains,’ she says. ‘It was

quintessentially English country house

chintz and it had its own charm, it really

did. So it took quite a bit of courage to

strip all that back. In our bedroom, for

instance, the walls had wooden struts

and there was stretched fabric across

them. But it just made me feel as though

I was in a padded cell, so that had to go

even though I knew I was taking things

down and stripping things out that had 

cost a lot of money.’

She and Stewart are keener to

preserve the ancient fabric of the building

and the features they feel are significant

steps in its history. So, the 17th-century 
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EAMES DESK CHAIR

This ‘Office’ chair is an icon of mid-century modern style,

and of chair design, full stop. It’s part of a range of hugely

innovative seating – the ‘Aluminum Group’ – launched in 1958

by American designers Charles and Ray Eames. A lightweight

aluminium frame swivels on a five-star aluminium base, and

is easy to move and height-adjustable. It incorporates a

suspension system and ribbed, body-conforming upholstery 

that makes it supremely comfortable. The chair is a

commanding influence on office aesthetics to this day and

is proof of Ray Eames’s astute observation that ‘what looks 

good may change… but what works, works’.

About Judith
JUDITH M ILLER is a 
leading antiques expert. 
She is one of the BBC’s 
Antiques Roadshow 
experts and has written 
more than 100 books 
covering antiques, 

collectables and interior design. Here,  
we ask her to choose her favourite room 
from the houses featured in the issue and 
explain what makes it so interesting. 

JUDITH MILLER talks us through the drawing room of the tower house

A VIEW ON A ROOM

LESLEY AND STEWART’S HOME

CARLO MOLLINO DESK

The ‘Cavour 2690’ desk was conceived in 1949 by Italian architect Carlo

Mollino (for more on him, turn to page 96) and made by Zanotta – it’s still

in production. Its frame supports a glass top and spans a stack of five oak

drawers on one side, supporting a single, pseudo-cantilevered open drawer

on the other – all drawers decorated with gloss black lacquering. It’s a

masterpiece of mid-century modern and Italian industrial design and fulfils

Mollino’s maxim that ‘everything is permissible as long as it is fantastic’.

PHILIPPE STARCK LIGHT

The ‘Anglepoise’ lamp was patented in 1932 by

British designer George Carwardine, who developed

its innovative spring balanced, adjustable arm

while working on a suspension system for cars. It

has been much copied, one of the most spectacular

reinterpretations being this huge floor lamp, the

‘Superarchimoon’, designed in 2000 by Frenchman

Philippe Starck. With six counterweights in a steel

and die-cast aluminium frame, it terminates in a

handblown, acid-etched borosilicate (heat resistant)

glass diffuser covered with a pleated silk shade.
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ARMCHAIR BY

MARCEL WANDERS

The ‘Mellow’ armchair is by Dutch

designer Marcel Wanders. Designed

in 2002 for Moooi, the label Wanders

founded in 2001, it is a 21st-century

reinterpretation of the traditional

upholstered tub chair, which dates back

to 18th-century France and the reign of

Louis XV. While the sides and back of a

classic tub chair are horseshoe-curved,

those on Wanders’s chair, fashioned

from oak, are rectilinear, postmodern

in profile, and enclose ‘fitted’ loose-

cushions rather than fixed upholstery.

RICHARD KIDD PAINTING

This large and impressive painting, hung against 18/19th-

century raised and fielded wooden panelling, is by English

artist Richard Kidd, who in 2008 tragically died aged 56 in a 

swimming accident in the Philippines. The subject matter – a

remote, mountainous land-and-seascape – is characteristic of

his work and is where, as a skilled mountaineer, he felt most at

home. Much of Kidd’s sense and experience of the mountains

is conveyed through the physicality of his brushwork – the sheer

vigour and energy of it ensuring that however often you sit in the

room, it will keep commanding your attention and imagination.

CUBE-SHAPED  

SIDE TABLE

The two ‘Hole’ side tables were

conceived in 2004 by Turkish-born

designer Aziz Sariyer, and manufactured

by Zeritalia. They are tinted glass – one

amethyst, one blue – and of modular

form, designed to stand alone or be

stacked in configurations as bookcases

or display units. Their hollow cuboid 

shape, with circular openings on four

of the six sides, is derived from basic

geometric forms, but also has abstract

qualities associated with some strands 

of mid and late 20th-century sculpture. 

FRAGONARD CUSHION

Employing pictorial patterns on to soft

furnishings isn’t new. In the 18th century,

Marie Antoinette commissioned a fabric

copied from a favourite painting, The

Emperor’s Musician, with vignettes of

figures in a landscape. But landscape-set

imagery has never proved as arresting

as individual portrait patterns applied to

fabrics, the use of which accelerated in

the Pop Art movement of the 1960s (think

Andy Warhol’s Marilyn). Represented on

this cushion is French artist Jean-Honoré

Fragonard’s portrait of A Young Girl

Reading, which was painted c1770 – the

very year that Marie Antoinette became

Dauphine of France.

GINO SARFATTI CHANDELIERS 

The pair of chandeliers in the sitting room

were originally designed by Venetian-born Gino

Sarfatti in 1958 for Arteluce, the influential 

and award-winning lighting company he

founded in 1939. It is currently made by Flos.

With their overtly modernist-style twist on

traditional forms, Arteluce lights were employed

in numerous cutting-edge mid-century modern

interiors, introducing a distinctive ‘industrial/

art-installation’ aesthetic. Chandelier models

number ‘2097–30’ are seen here in a chrome

finish, but they are also available in brass,

and in a larger 50-branch-and-bulb version.

‘YO-YO’ COFFEE TABLE

A prevalent aspect of late 20th and early

21st centuries, postmodern design has

been a rejection of the overly utilitarian

and austere aspects of the modernist

style that preceded it, in favour of a more

irreverent and lighter-hearted approach.

This contemporary coffee table, designed

by Italian designer Emanuele Zenere

for Cattelan Italia, is a case in point.

Comprising two large, white lacquered

wooden discs (the upper able to swivel

on the lower), the ‘Yo-yo’ table’s form and

name are inspired by the children’s toy.
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All set for

A passion for the work of the Bloomsbury artists of the early 20th century  

has inspired the interior of collector David Herbert’s evocative home 

BLOOMSBURY

The ceramic bowl by 

Bloomsbury Group 

member – and son of 

Vanessa Bell – Quentin 

Bell was bought from 

Woolley & Wallis. The  

tea trolley it sits on  

was painted by Duncan 

Grant in the 1950s



The dining room shelves

display David’s collection

of studio and commercial

ceramics, much of which

has been designed by

Bloomsbury artists

Duncan Grant, Vanessa

Bell and Quentin Bell.

The oil painting above the

fireplace is Romanesque

Church (1912) by Roger

Fry. The dining chairs are

Omega Workshops pieces

from 1914, also designed 

by Roger Fry
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I
t’s a sunny Friday afternoon

when a carefully wrapped

parcel arrives at David Herbert’s 

house in south-west London.

Kneeling on the sitting-room

rug (designed by Bloomsbury

artist Vanessa Bell), David, a

food writer, gleefully opens the latest 

addition to his collection of early

20th-century ceramics – a 1930s Susie

Cooper vase. What many collectors

deem fashionable today holds no

interest for this ex-pat Australian.

Mid-century modern furniture?

No. Contemporary art? Not likely.

Monochrome minimalism? Definitely

not. Instead, David has filled his house 

with ceramics, paintings, artworks

and furniture dating from 1912–40,

designed and decorated by artists

of the Bloomsbury Group and most

of the innovative painters of the day.

He and his partner Francis came

to this particular corner of London

five years ago. They were searching  

for a house with plenty of shelf

space, bare walls (for pictures) and

a garden big enough for a flower

and vegetable patch. But it was the  

light-filled interiors that sealed

the deal for the house they now  

find themselves in.

The house hadn’t been altered

since the 1970s and David, smiling

broadly, points out that ‘the most 

liberating moments have been

removing the decorative schemes

from that period.’ In the stairwell, 

simulated-wood panelling was

removed from the walls and

swapped for Mark Hearld’s

‘Harvest Home’ wallpaper, while in

the dining and sitting rooms, fake

brick walls were dismantled and

shelves built to display ceramics.

Hand-painted lampshades,

patterned wallpaper, bold cushions

and rugs add unexpected bursts of

pattern, texture and colour to the

rooms, which flow seamlessly into

one another. ‘I wanted to create

a house that was full of colour

using a mix of things that I’d been

collecting all my life – the challenge

was to display them in a decorative

setting,’ says David. His collecting

has always been focused on 20th-

century ceramics because, he says,

‘They’re extremely likeable, useable 

and are always more affordable 

than furniture or art.’

The Bloomsbury aesthetic

David is ‘keeper of the flame’

for the Omega Workshops, the

Bloomsbury artists’ workshop

established by the art critic Roger

Fry and artists Duncan Grant and

Vanessa Bell in 1913. His large

collection contains Omega pottery

and furniture along with painting, 

sculpture, rugs and decorative

pieces by other early 20th-century

artists and designers. ‘It was the

wonderful use of pattern and sense

of spontaneity that first attracted

me to the Bloomsbury aesthetic.

Profile
T H E OW N ER The house belongs

to food writer, part-time art dealer and

ex-pat Australian David Herbert (above)

and his partner, business consultant

and ex-pat American, Francis Maietta.

T H E PROPERT Y This 1918 semi-

detached house is located in south-west

London. Inside is a dining room, kitchen,

sitting room, large conservatory and four

bedrooms. There’s also a studio at the 

end of the garden.
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FACING PAGE A selection of 1930s Susie Cooper pots

are complemented by Peggy Angus collection wallpaper

from Blithfield & Co THIS PAGE The bowls on the coffee 

table in the living room were decorated by Vanessa

Bell and Duncan Grant, while the turquoise bowl on the

bottom shelf of the side table was made by Roger Fry

for the Omega Workshops in 1914. The pictures, and

ceramic platter, on the wall are (clockwise from top left):

ceramic platter by Quentin Bell; Birds watercolour and

Head of Vanessa Bell, both by Duncan Grant; Landscape

in Provence, oil on canvas by Jane Bussy; Crocus oil on

canvas by Lucy Harwood; Irish Seascape oil on canvas

by Lindy Guinness; Étaple oil on panel by Catherine Giles
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The screen was made

for the BBC drama Life

in Squares, which David

assisted on (supplying

source material and

loaning furniture). It’s

based on an original

design by Duncan Grant.

Above the sofa, bought

from Roseberys auction

room, is a 1950s French

platter and a 1940s oil on

canvas by Lucy Harwood

The art that’s dotted over the walls consists of

what David calls a ‘hodgepodge’ of British artists



The Italian glass lamp base is topped 

with a shade hand-painted by Quentin 

Bell. He also made the candlestick 

at the front, which was decorated by 

Duncan Grant. The paintings on the  

wall are (clockwise from top right):  

oil on canvas by Simon Bussy; 

Swaledale, oil on canvas by Orlando 

Greenwood; watercolour by Matthew 

Smith; Still Life by Mildred Bendall.  

The ceramic platter is by Quentin Bell
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On the shelf above

the fire is a painted

lampshade from the

Charleston Farmhouse

shop, a ceramic plate

decorated by Sonia

Delaunay and a 1930s

Brentleigh ware vase. The

oil-on-canvas painting is

a 1930s work by Cissie

Kean, while the fabric

on the back of the chair

is Omega Workshops’

‘White’, designed by

Vanessa Bell in 1914

Little
black book
Bloomsbury Workshop

020 7405 0632;

bloomsburyworkshop.com

‘One of my favourite

places to buy Bloomsbury

ceramics, art and books

is from the Bloomsbury

Workshop,’ says David.

Chiswick Auctions

020 8992 4442;

chiswickauctions.co.uk

‘I like to view the

weekly sales at Chiswick

Auctions. It’s much better

to see things in the flesh –

I’m always bringing home

affordable and interesting

ceramics, sculpture or art 

from here.’

Sunbury Antiques Market 

01932 230946;

sunburyantiques.com

‘I live quite close to

Kempton Park and often 

go to the bimonthly

antiques fair. You never

quite know what you’ll

find. It’s good for table

linen and I also recently

bought a lovely early 20th-

century hooked-rag rug,

which was a brilliant find.’
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I was smitten with the extraordinarily

decorative domestic interiors and their painted

pots, screens, lamps, chairs and rugs,’ he says.

But, being a collector, it was never enough for

him to simply see these items in museums – he 

needed to own them too.

David’s philosophy is that the pieces in his

collection were made to be used and enjoyed,

and he and Francis continue to employ many

of them on a daily basis. He drags an Omega 

Workshops chair (once owned by Edith

Sitwell) into the centre of the room to savour

it. ‘This is what I love about Omega furniture

– it has a real presence and was decorated by  

a human, not a machine.’

Straddling the past and present

In keeping with the sprightly, pattern-on-

pattern playfulness of the pots and furniture,

the art that’s dotted over the walls consists

of what David calls a ‘hodgepodge’ of British

artists – some works by little-known female

painters, some Bloomsbury Group sketches 

and others by friends.

Affordable pieces rarely hit the open

market but, with the careful scrutiny of

auction catalogues, numerous internet

searches and the assistance of various contacts 

and dealers, David has been able to build

up an impressive collection. He tells me that

‘most acquisitions occur when the gods are

looking down on me, making sure both the

funds and the objects are available.’ The gods were

clearly on his side when, in 2005, he bought a wooden

Omega lamp base in a German flea market for €50

– it’s recently been valued at £1,500. He often sells

a few items to upgrade to something a little rarer.

Visitors to the house are left with an overall impression

of originality, nuance, humour and a certain Bloomsbury-

style cosiness. Your eyes are always on the alert – for

furniture, paintings, lamps, candlesticks, vases, fabrics,

ceramics and other trinkets. The dining room, where the

two frequently entertain, is full of objects designed to

stimulate the senses and features a marvellous set of eight

Omega Workshops chairs from 1914. The sitting room,

however, ‘is designed to be less cluttered and calmer as  

this is where we sit to relax,’ says David.

Whether it’s the story behind a piece or the tale

of how he was able to acquire it, the objects David

owns add up to his unwritten life story. ‘Collections

are a material autobiography, written as we go along

and left behind as souvenirs of our life. I love having

one foot in the past and one foot in the present.’ Q

Displayed on the wall are plates designed by Graham

Sutherland. The chair in the corner is an Omega Workshops

piece, previously owned by Edith Sitwell. On the table is a

1930s vase by Frank Brangwyn and 1940s bowl by Anne Dangar

A selection of

1920s and 1930s

vases fill the dining-

room fireplace
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David bought the Omega

Workshops wooden lamp

base at a German flea

market for just €50 (£37). 

It’s offset by ‘Harvest

Hare’ wallpaper By Mark

Hearld and a 1930s mirror

from Chiswick Auctions
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ABOVE The Courtauld Gallery shop sells a range of

Bloomsbury- and Omega-inspired reproduction pieces. 

This pair of Bloomsbury-style cufflinks costs £35

LEFT AND ABOVE These two

Fulham Pottery ‘Charleston’

plates are designed by Quentin

Bell. Inscribed ‘Charleston plate

no 22’ (left) and ‘Charleston plate

no 5’ (right). They sold for £348 at

Bonhams’ Collectable Ceramics sale 
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T
he highly creative members of

the Bloomsbury Group – the

early 20th-century collective of

intellectuals, writers and artists

– were never far from a paintbrush. In 1913,

one of the set’s core members, the painter

and art critic Roger Fry (perhaps best

known for introducing a profoundly

sceptical British public to the work

of the post-impressionists including

Matisse and Picasso), formed the

Omega Workshops. With other key

players of the Bloomsbury Group –

Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant – as

his co-directors, he aspired to produce

decorative arts (from pottery and

textiles to furniture) in the new spirit

of post-impressionism, while paying the

participating artists a regular wage. Despite

the rich creativity of the artists, the venture

was not a commercial success and closed in

1919, just six years later. 

As David has done, you can buy pieces

by the Bloomsbury Group and Omega

Workshops from dealer The Bloomsbury

Workshop (bloomsburyworkshop.com)

– or keep an eye on upcoming auctions.

Collecting  

BLOOMSBURY DESIGNS
If, like David Herbert, you’re drawn to the vibrant colours and charming brush strokes of the

works of the Bloomsbury Group, here are some ideas to get you started on your own collection

BELOW This Duncan Grant tray is

inscribed with his signature. It sold

for £2,400 at the Christie’s Arts & 

Crafts sale on 6th July 2006

LEFT This pedestal

table was painted by 

Dora Carrington of

the Bloomsbury Group.

It costs £14,760 from

1stdibs RIGHT Phyliss

Keyes earthenware jug

decorated in Omega

style by Duncan Grant

or Vanessa Bell. Sold

for £1,175 at Bonhams’

Athenaeum sale in 2004

This Bloomsbury Group

painted side table shows

elements of Duncan Grant,

Vanessa Bell and Clive Bell.

It costs £6,800 from 1stdibs

BELOW While

original pieces are

hard to buy, you can

view many designs

by the Bloomsbury 

Group at the

Courtauld Gallery.

One such is this

Duncan Grant 1913

plate, decorated with

the face and paws

of a cat
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THIS IMAGE A seemingly disparate collection of objects

has been artfully displayed on the living room table. The

teapot is by Janice Tchalenko while the congreve clock

was bought online. The painting was given to Caroline and

Russell by their son FACING PAGE The fish mugs on the 

wooden chest are from Jim Lawrence



Playing with

TRADITION
In Caroline and Russell McCleave’s Suffolk home, walls with wooden beams are

countered with faux panelled wallpaper, antique English furniture with Philippe 

Starck chairs, and Victorian boxes with trench art and scientific tools

FE ATURE V IC TORIA TUNS TA LL PHOTOGR APHS R ACH A E L SMITH

Profile
T H E OW N ERS Caroline and

Russell McCleave, owners of the

candle company Illumens (illumens-

candles.co.uk), live here with their 

ex-racing Greyhound, Fly. 

T H E PROPERT Y This

Grade II*-listed medieval hall house

is in a small village near the market

town of Sudbury in Suffolk. The

property dates from 1470. It has

five bedrooms, two bathrooms, a

kitchen, pantry, dining room, sitting 

room, office and snug. 
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or a building to be

categorised as Grade II* 

listed it must be: ‘a

particularly important

building, of more than special interest’. This may 

sound vague but don’t let that fool you – just

5.5 per cent of listed buildings fall into this

category: the next category up includes Britain’s

most beloved landmarks (think Tower Bridge, 

Warwick Castle and Buckingham Palace).

Russell and Caroline McCleave’s 15th-century

hall house in Suffolk owes its listed status to a ‘rare

and complex’ timber joint, known as a crown post,

which, says Caroline, ‘is magnificent but located

in the attic, so is sadly completely out of view!’

Having spent a day looking at the collections of

art and antiques that fill the home, it’s clear that

there’s much more to the place’s charm than ‘special

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT The painting on the faux panelled wall

is of Caroline and Russell’s son – he had it painted in Vietnam. The leather

suite was bought on eBay, while Russell made the coffee table himself,

using chrome legs from a skip. The Thomas Goode coffee set was inherited

from Caroline’s parents. The Georgian side table was bought at Manders

Auctioneers in Sudbury; the feather picture is by Kay Doble and the stones

were collected on a Scottish beach; the Castiglioni ‘Arco’ lamp contrasts 

beautifully with the period panelling and antique furniture  
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The long wooden refectory table in the

dining room was found on eBay while the

stag’s head was bought at Long Melford

Antiques Centre. The paintings are by

Roger Hilton, above, and Sarah Young,

below. The more traditional elements are

juxtaposed with an industrial pendant

light and the ‘Louis Ghost’ chairs

designed by Philippe Starck in 2002



interest’ timbers. Wooden furniture with a rich

patina contrasts with contemporary light fittings,

small oddities are happy companions on side tables,

while striking artwork creates drama on every wall.

Caroline and Russell have always been collectors, 

and drawn to antiques. ‘Before we met, we were

already both interested in acquiring old stuff,’ says

Caroline. ‘Russell had a collection of a hundred

radios, dating from 1920 to the 1960s and I was

interested in ceramics. Russell even had a stall at 

Camden Market selling radios and cameras.’

Their collections are varied, some amassed as a

couple and some separately. They share a passion

for the postwar abstract art of Roger Hilton and,

more unusually, First World War European trench 

art. These are small items, often crucifixes or

cigarette holders, crafted from brass shells and bits

of scrap metal by soldiers and poor French women.

‘We bought the first piece, an egg cup made from

shells, after visiting the Canadian National Vimy

Memorial on our way through northern France five

years ago,’ says Caroline. ‘The pieces are extremely 

profound and beautiful.’ 

Calm and elegant

Russell sold his radios before moving here, but this

has only made way for new purchases. ‘Whenever

we go on holiday, we like to bring something home 

with us, be it a tube of Russian toothpaste with

great graphic design or an old pylon insulator found

in Nevada,’ he says. Pieces are also acquired at local

auctions and the couple enjoy car boot sales. ‘We

love the characters you see there,’ says Caroline.

‘We’ve seen people haggle down from 50p to 25p!’

Despite the number of items on display, the

interior of the house feels calm and elegant. This

is partly due to the muted colour scheme that

Caroline and Russell have chosen, and partly as

a result of their keen eye – they once bought a

painting from a charity shop for a 1950s theme 

Small oddities are happy

companions on side tables, while

striking artwork creates drama 

ABOVE Caroline

prepares lunch, at the

kitchen island that

was made by Russell.

The green patterned

tray on the lower shelf

came from Greenwich

Market while the Greek

poster is by Jo Tilson

LEFT The boxes in the

snug were bought from 

Indian markets
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE The tall

display cabinet was bought at Junction 18

while the chair beside it is from Hemswell

Antiques Centre; the guest bed was bought

from a car boot sale in Cambridge and

the star garland came from Rosehip. The

bedside table is from Waterside Antiques 

Centre in Ely and the curtains from

The Curtain Exchange in Bury St Edmunds;

Caroline’s collection of antique scientific

tools, including a micrometer (the box

containing silver spheres) is displayed next

to pieces of First World War trench art; the 

bathroom suite is from Victoria Plumb
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Little
black book
Car Boot Sale, Marks Tey

Hotel, Colchester, Essex. 

thebootgroup.com

‘It’s huge, so get there

early. I’ve bought pictures

there and also added to my

collection of small tools,’ 

says Caroline.

Hemswell Antiques Centre,

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. 

01427 668389;

hemswell-antiques.com

‘This is located on an old

RAF base, spread over

numerous buildings, with

everything from vintage

linen to antique taps.’

Manders, Newton, Sudbury.  

01787 211847;

manderauctions.co.uk

‘A great auction room with

varied lots. We bought our

grandfather clock and the

Knowle sofa from here.’

Rosehip, Hall Street, Long

Melford, Suffolk. 01787

275170; rosehipinthecountry.

bigcartel.com

‘A vintage French treasure 

trove. I never leave

without a purchase tucked 

firmly under my arm.’ 

Caroline’s intriguing collection –

amassed over the years – is displayed

on what the couple refer to as ‘the

crazy table’ on the landing. The table 

came from Manders Auctioneers
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party, only later to realise that it was by the Dutch 

avant-garde artist Karel Appel.

Russell, who once worked on displays at the

store Harvey Nichols, realises the importance of

presentation and the house is a lesson in clever

curation. ‘When you take objects out of their

context, by putting them on a table or piling loads

together in a corner, they look amazing,’ he says.

But it’s Caroline who’s responsible for displaying 

their curiosities. ‘I’m more the carpenter and

painter, Caroline puts it all together,’ he says.

One day they may think about downsizing but

it sounds like this won’t suppress their collecting 

habits, such is their talent for seeking out

interesting pieces. ‘I can’t stop myself, I’m like  

a child in a candy shop,’ says Russell. Q

When you take objects out of

context, by piling loads together

in a corner, they look amazing

TOP The bed in the

master bedroom is

from Marks Tey car

boot sale and the

bedside tables from

Manders Auctioneers,

Sudbury. The drawing

hanging on the white-

painted wall is by

Rose Hilton BELOW

The chest of drawers

is from Horncastle

Antiques Centre and

the hatbox, a nod to

the collection of hats

displayed on the wall,

is from Hemswell

Antiques Centre
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Emulate Caroline’s blend of antique and modern style

RIGHT A Joe Tilson

artwork is on display in

the kitchen. His ‘Senza

Titolo’ print is £484

at 1stdibs BELOW

Caroline reupholstered

her armchairs but the

‘Watson’ costs £1,198

from Darlings of Chelsea

Style spy
Quirky tradition

THIS IMAGE Recreate the feel of Caroline’s

snug with the ‘Regent Oak Panelling’ wallpaper,

£79.90 per 10m from Rockett St George BELOW

LEFT Soften a pared-back kitchen or

bathroom with faux flowers.

Hydrangea, £14, Oka

A heart garland

hung from gilt

sconces contrasts

beautifully with

the dark wall of

Carolyn’s master

bedroom. This set

costs £6.99 from

Anjo Home

THIS IMAGE Caroline 

was lucky enough to 

find their landing rug in 

a skip but this vintage 

‘Karabagh’ is in store at 

The Rug Company. It costs 

£1,395 ABOVE RIGHT 

The 1962-designed ‘Arco’ 

lamp is a surprising 

touch in the otherwise 

traditional living room. 

£1,425, The Conran Shop

ABOVE

Upholstered

curtains add

brightness to one

of the bedrooms.

Make your own

with Sanderson’s 

‘Clementine’

fabric, £58 per m

RIGHT Create a

dramatic wall with Annie

Sloan’s ‘Graphite’ paint,

£39.95 per 2.5l

BELOW This wheat

cushion with dog motif

costs £62 from Artisanti

LEFT Gilt wall sconces

flank the master bed.

The ‘Rococo’ lights cost

£558 from Vaughan

FAR LEFT Inject a 

playful edge with this 

Katharine Pollen mug,

which costs £14 from

Not on the High Street

RIGHT Combine contrastting

fabrics. 1950s stool, £325

from The Old Cinemma For complete stockist information see page 177
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SEA CHANGE
Decadent velvets, jewel shades and

monochrome contrasts aren’t the typical

ingredients of seaside style. But Kristina 

and James Edwards’ Kent coastal

hideaway is a breath of fresh air

FE ATURE JO LE E V E R S PHOTOGR APHS PE NN Y WINCE R
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FACING PAGE

James’s Victorian

writing table – in the

master bedroom –

was bought on eBay

and sprayed blue at

a local car respray

workshop. ‘I love

how the colour and

shine turn it into a

different object,’

says James. The

antique chair is

reupholstered in a

Welsh blanket THIS

PAGE The coffee

table is a Regency

design, which

Martin Wharton of

Settle cut down and

repainted, while

the armchairs are

early 20th century

and have been

reupholstered in

linen. The 1950s

French mirror was

found on eBay

Profile
T H E OW N ER Kristina Edwards, who works in

pharmaceutical research, lives here with her husband James, who

works in finance, and their children Clara (five) and Tom (four).

T H E PROPERT Y This seafront terrace in Deal, Kent dates

from 1835. It has an open-plan kitchen-diner on the ground floor,

a bedroom and a living room on the first floor, another bedroom

and the family bathroom on the second floor, a toilet on each

of the two landings and a master bedroom on the top floor.
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When Kristina

and James

Edwards first

moved into

this house in 2013, James placed his desk

underneath the top window to give him

a view overlooking the Deal seafront. It

allowed him a panoramic outlook across 

the wide ribbon of the seaside town’s

green, the promenade and then the slope

of shingle that leads down to the water.

Each day he’d gaze out and be presented

with a different scene, from fishing boats

being reeled up on to the beach, to the

ebb and flow of dog walkers, joggers

and cyclists along the promenade. In

spring and summer, billowing deckchairs

would be arranged around the Victorian 

bandstand for brass-band concerts

that would make way for candlelit

carol recitals come December. Further

distractions came in the form of the

weekly farmer’s market, the odd brocante

and, every Sunday, the lifeboats practising

their drill. ‘It’s safe to say I got very little

work done sitting by that window,’ says 

James with a smile.

He’s since moved his desk, swapping

the coastal vista for one of a plain white

wall but the sea view continues to inspire 

the family – and is a recurrent theme

in the styling of their home. Even its

name harks back to maritime roots.

‘We named it Pilot’s House,’ says Kristina. 

‘It originally belonged to a sea pilot in

the days when the boat that sailed out

to greet a visiting ship first got the job

(and the fee) of guiding it safely into

port. Having a tall house with a lookout

window gave the sea pilot who lived here 

the edge on his rivals.’  

THIS PAGE, FROM ABOVE

A monochrome paint scheme

creates a dramatic feel in the

entrance hall; Kristina in the

living room FACING PAGE,

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

LEFT ‘We wanted to pay

tribute to the house’s seafaring

heritage without being too

obviously nautical,’ says

Kristina of the maritime prints,

found at Ardingly Antiques

& Collectors Fair; luxurious

emerald silk was fitted inside a

French, 19th-century cabinet,

which houses the TV. The

taxidermy birds in the dome are

from 1815 Antiques & Interiors, 

while the chair belonged

to James’s grandparents;

a collection of Victorian hand

mirrors decorates the wall  

of the bathroom
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Little black book
Saturday market, High  

Street, Deal

‘This market features a

great mix of stalls selling

everything from groceries

to vintage furniture and

accessories. Several pieces

in the house came from 

here,’ says Kristina.

Mileage, 156 High Street,

Deal, Kent. 01304 363311; 

mileagevintage.co.uk

‘We love browsing here 

for vintage and upcycled

furniture, then having a

coffee in the cafe at the 

back of the shop.’

1815 Antiques & Interiors,

49 The Strand, Walmer,

Deal, Kent. 01304 368142. 

‘This is our nearest

antiques shop. It’s great

for a Saturday morning

rummage – we bought  

a lovely Victorian

aviary from here.’

Pops of yellow add impact

to the dining area, shining

out against the black and

white colour scheme. Two

of the Ercol chairs were

sprayed yellow at a local

car respray workshop.

The kitchen table is one

of Katrina’s favourite

pieces. It’s a copy of an

18th-century Norfolk wake

table, so called because

it could take a coffin

along its length



Decorating the property with mostly

Victorian antiques to reflect its heritage

– as well as unravelling its history – was

always part of Kristina and James’s aim.

‘It was built around 1835, so is actually

early Victorian but the layout and feel

are more Georgian,’ says Kristina. Its

most recent incarnation was as a bed and

breakfast so the house not only needed

to be refurbished but also reconfigured.

‘Almost every room had been divided

with a stud wall in order to shoehorn in

an en suite,’ remembers Kristina. Along

with replacing its windows, its wiring

and retiling its roof, they also knocked

through the wall between the ground-

floor front bedroom and the long, skinny

kitchen at the back of the house. But the

couple didn’t stop there: a stud wall in

the top-floor bedroom was removed and,

before that, the room’s eaves were clad in

tongue-and-groove for a ship’s cabin feel. 

This is typical of the house’s decor,

where antiques and vintage finds dovetail 

with a more creative interpretation of

seaside style. ‘We wanted to bring in

some fresh Scandinavian touches,’ says

Kristina, who is originally from Sweden,

‘while also adding antiques that reflect the

house’s roots and the fact that this part

of Kent is a fantastic hunting ground for

collectables.’ Kristina and James enlisted 

the help of interior designer Martin

Wharton of Settle and didn’t look back.

‘We initially asked Martin to design the

kitchen-diner, bathroom and living room.

But he’s such a great source of ideas that

his brief soon extended to creating a style 

for the whole house.’

Kristina and James had previously

erred more towards contemporary

furniture but Martin helped them see

how well mid-century colours and shapes, 

along with pieces that reflect local  

We wanted to bring in some fresh Scandinavian touches, 

while also adding antiques that reflect the house’s roots

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT

A limed timber worktop and bespoke

open cabinets add to the light, homespun

style of the kitchen. The pendant lights

are original Holophane shades made for

gas lights, teamed with new fittings; the

1960s Danish spun-aluminium pendant

light was bought from 2&4. ‘It’s by an

unknown designer but is such a beautiful

shape with a mellow, yellow interior,’

says Kristina; the ‘Flora’ wallpaper is

part of Sandberg’s ‘Linnea’ collection

H&A NOV EM BER 2015 93

H&A LIFESTYLE: Homes



history, worked in this house. ‘You

can still pick up some amazing, quirky

pieces of furniture or mementoes in the

markets around here,’ says Kristina. One

of her favourite local market finds is a set

of greetings cards made by British soldiers

in 1915 and sent home to their families,

which is now on display in their bedroom. 

Each card has been embroidered with  

a message of love or a picture.

‘Antiques that tell their own story

bring so much more personality to

a home,’ says Kristina. James agrees.  

‘The obvious choice for beds in

a children’s seaside bedroom might

have been weathered wood or brass.

But I bought a matching set of art-deco

beds from a Leeds trader that I think

help give the room a more interesting, 

nostalgic feel,’ he says.

Flourishes of originality

The house is punctuated by a rich palette 

of jewel shades with the odd touch of

tactile fabrics. Colour-coordinated

balusters and a painted ‘rug’ on the

bathroom floor add originality, while

deep emerald and ochre velvets make the

living room a beautifully snug, cosy space.

‘We love the winters here and even look

forward to the evenings drawing in, so we

can say, “Let’s light the fire and drink hot

chocolate,”’ says Kristina. But whatever

time the sun sets, that view out of the top

window remains as compelling as ever. Q

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP The Windsor chair is a 20th-century

reproduction, resprayed with a high-gloss finish. The painted

‘rug’ on the floor is by local artist Janice Shales, commissioned

by Settle; the overmantel in the guest bedroom was bought in

Squires Antiques in Faversham, while the grey armchair is from

Mileage in Deal; the headboard was reupholstered in a Welsh

tapestry blanket. ‘We love how it’s folksy without being twee,

which works with the Scandi aesthetic elsewhere in the house,’

says Kristina. The pictures next to the bed are embroidered

cards, tokens of love made by British soldiers in 1915 and

sent home to their families. The bedside lights are made  

from Victorian and Georgian decanters

Antiques that tell

their own story

bring so much

more personality 

to a home
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For complete stockist information see page 177

y e spy
Get the look of Kristina’s cool seaside home with these pieces

Coastal contrasts
RIGHT Kristina had her

vintage Ercol dining

chairs sprayed at a local

body shop but you can

get this one from Florrie 

& Bill for £175

ABOVE The ‘flowery

toilet’ walls are

decked in ‘Flora

White’ wallpaper by

Sandberg, £84 per

roll from Wallpaper

Direct BELOW This

geometric rug from

Aflair gives a similar

look to the ‘painted

rug’ in the bathroom.

It costs £150

A wall of mirrors in

Kristina’s bathroom

gives the illusion of

extra space. This ornate

framed mirror is £14.95

from Rockett St George

RIGHT Small glass

pendant lights line the

cabinets in the kitchen.

We love this fluted one,

£45 from Cox & Cox

BELOW A modern-style

knitted pouffe sits

among 20th-century

armchairs in the living

room. Get the look for

yourself with Loaf’s

‘Bug’ knit-top design.  

It costs £85

ABOVE A luxurious

chair is the perfect

addition to a guest

bedroom. The ‘Chloe’

chair costs £629

from Artisanti

Create a standout

piece of furniture

by adding a pop of

colour. The ‘Pale Lime’

by Little Greene is

perfect. It costs

£35 per 2.5l

Graphic cushions add a

modern feel to Kristina’s

kitchen. These chevron

cushion covers in yellow and

black are from Cush & Co.

They cost £13.25 each

ABOVE This Frederic Cozzens

maritime print is part of a set 

of four. £9,510, 1stdibs

ABOVE

ads areVintage a

te ata favouri

H&A s Duck,. Thi

nkerSon & Pi

ts £275sign cost

fordsfrom Lorf

RIGHT The

dome of

taxidermy 

birds is one

of the most

unusual

pieces in

Kristina’s

house. Find

this one for

£785 from

Lassco
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arlo Mollino might well be the most important

Italian designer you’ve never heard of. The architect

and designer of interiors and furniture was born

in Turin in 1905, the son of a successful engineer.

After his death in 1973, a legacy of sublime design

was counterpoised by tales of a dark personality.

These stories were fuelled by the discovery of a

secret apartment and a collection of Polaroids of

women he’d paid to model for him, either naked or dressed by him.

While his predilections have become the subject of speculation, one

thing is certain: his furniture, notable for its organic, seductive forms,

remains among the most sought after in the art and design world. In

2005, a 1949 Mollino table fetched $3.8m (£2.4m) at Christie’s in New

York, a world record for a piece of 20th-century furniture. Just last

December, Phillips sold a beech Mollino chair for $758,500 (£485,000)

and a roll-top desk for almost $1m (approximately £635,000).

Mollino’s design career is well documented, partly thanks to the

numerous public and private commissions he undertook between the

1930s and the 1970s, but also because of the string of prestigious

architectural competitions he entered. He also created interiors and

many one-off furniture pieces for specific settings. In contrast to his

public profile as a designer, however, the man himself remained an

enigma, even to the people around him. 

PHOTOGR APHS GR ANT SCOT T

Casa Mollino has 

been reconstructed 

to faithfully echo 

the interior that 

Mollino created 

between 1960 and 

1968. The interior 

is mainly filled 

with Mollino’s own 

furniture, which  

is celebrated for  

its sensuous, 

feminine forms

The cryptic interior of Carlo Mollino’s apartment

in Turin holds the key to understanding the mind

of one of Europe’s most brilliant designers.

ELEANOR O’KANE unravels the mystery

BEHIND
CLOSED
DOORS
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Although Mollino 

didn’t show much 

interest in many 

other designers’ 

work, he selected 

these Eero 

Saarinen ‘Tulip’ 

chairs for their 

nature-inspired 

name. They are 

arranged around 

a Mollino table 

in a lotus-flower 

pattern, a popular 

motif in the 

mythology of 

ancient Egypt

The two large 

shells flanking 

the door to the 

terrace have been 

interpreted by 

some as a symbol 

of rebirth. Others 

have noted that 

a shell is the 

house that a living 

organism leaves 

behind after its 

death, mirroring 

the raison d’être  

of Casa Mollino

There’s something of the ‘great’ Jay Gatsby about Mollino

– mysterious and solitary, with an obsessive personality. A polymath

with a taste for intense experiences, he designed and raced cars, flew

aeroplanes, skied, wrote books, took photographs and was fascinated

by Egyptian mythology. After his death in 1973, his most thrilling,

yet most arcane, project of all came to light: an exquisitely designed

apartment loaded with symbolism and clues to Mollino’s world view.

Fulvio Ferrari never met Carlo Mollino but he feels he knows the

designer well. He’s the co-curator of the apartment Mollino created

between 1960 and 1968, now a private museum, the Museo Casa

Mollino in Turin. Fulvio and his son Napoleone have painstakingly

deciphered the interior and even, perhaps, the man himself. ‘I know

his world,’ says Ferrari. ‘I’ve met his clients, the women he was

engaged to, draughtsmen, his friends, fellow designers, pilots…’

Through conversations with people in Mollino’s circle, and by

reading letters in which the designer revealed his thoughts, Ferrari has

pieced together a picture of a highly intelligent and enigmatic man

whose appreciation for nature and women, combined with a technical

genius, informed his sensuous designs. ‘Mollino treated everything as a

project,’ says Ferrari. ‘It’s the same with his approach to women. As an

architect he was trained to understand the laws that make the feminine
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body such a beautiful structure. This is why his furniture is so organic,

so beautiful, so sophisticated. His pieces of furniture are objects but, 

actually, they closely resemble the beauty of the female body.’

Ferrari sees Mollino’s apartment as a kind of identity piece that shows

how the designer saw the world. ‘Some parts are easy to read,’ he says.

‘Mollino wrote that the wild is the most beautiful place in which man

can exist and we can see that in the living room, which is conceived like

a wood.’ Two walls are covered with photographic panels of woodland 

and large mirrors reflect the greenery around the villa and bring it

indoors. Animal skins and sculptures cover the floors and the dining

room features a table and chairs arranged in the shape of a lotus flower.

On entering, you find yourself in a sea of blue and white hand-painted  

A polymath with

a taste for intense

experiences, Mollino

designed and raced

cars, flew aeroplanes, 

skied, and was

fascinated by

Egyptian mythology

The apartment is

decorated throughout

with hand-painted

ceramic tiles from

Vietri sul Mare on

Italy’s Amalfi coast.

Red is one of the

predominant colours

in the apartment,

providing a rousing

contrast to calming

green, Mollino’s

favourite colour
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tiles. They are classic Italian tiles but this is actually a homage

to Japanese design. ‘Mollino wrote a history of interior decoration,’

says Ferrari. ‘He stated that the most beautiful interior ever created

was the classic Japanese 17th-century house, which is introduced

by a garden.’ Understand this and suddenly the hall is transformed,

guiding you through the garden to a Japanese-style sliding door  

beyond which the verdant living room awaits.

Some of the rooms contain deeper, darker, harder-to-decipher

symbolism. And it’s through decrypting these rooms that Ferrari has

discovered the apartment’s raison d’être: Mollino created it for the

afterlife – it was to be the place in which he would live in perpetuity.

Many of the apartment’s features mirror practices found in ancient 

Visiting
Casa Mollino
Museo Casa Mollino,

Via Giovanni Francesco Napione 2, 

10124 Torino, Italy.

+39 011 812 9868;

email: cm@carlomollino.org

Visits to Carlo Mollino’s apartment are

by appointment only. To arrange a visit, 

contact the Museo Casa Mollino.

The Turin apartment is

set in an 18th-century

classical villa. Many

of the seemingly

original features,

such as this Louis XV-

style fireplace, were

actually created by

Mollino in the 1960s
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Egypt, a time and place that fascinated Mollino. The bedroom is a

perfect chamber in which he could spend the hereafter. The leopard-skin 

print on the walls evokes the gowns of Egyptian high priests, while

a panel of 316 butterflies is thought to represent an army of women

that would follow Mollino into paradise. Ferrari explains that the

butterflies are important because they explain Mollino’s Polaroids,

which he uncovered in the 1980s. ‘Every Polaroid is one butterfly.

Every time he photographed a woman, he was obtaining one of  

the butterflies that would accompany him into the afterlife.’

Today the apartment receives around 500 visitors a year, mainly  

from the art world, although Mollino remains an inspiration to

designers and architects, not to mention furniture collectors eager

to snap up his exquisite pieces. In the spirit of the man, Casa Mollino

doesn’t offer itself up for scrutiny. It’s not a marketing oversight that

Ferrari refuses to advertise the museum. ‘It’s a bit like Mollino himself,’

he says. ‘There’s an element of selection. If people are able to find us,  

we know they are really interested.’ Q

In his life Mollino was

influenced by many

styles and cultures. He

had a great respect for

17th-century Japanese

design and created

a Japanese garden

in the entrance to

the apartment with

flower-covered tiles 

and screens

Mollino remains 

an inspiration

to designers and

architects, not to

mention furniture

collectors eager

to snap up his

exquisite pieces
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OBJECT FOCUS

THE POLAROID 

COLLECTION

ARTISTS’ HOMES 

TO VISIT IN  

THE UK

Take a glimpse into the

lives of great creative figures

CHARLESTON FARMHOUSE

The home of artists Vanessa Bell and

Duncan Grant, and the country retreat  

for the Bloomsbury Group

Charleston, Firle, Lewes, East Sussex, 

BN8 6LL. 01323 811626;  

charleston.org.uk

DYLAN THOMAS HOUSE

The Swansea birthplace of the Welsh  

poet is now a listed house

5 Cwmdonkin Drive, Uplands,

Swansea, SA2 0RA. 01792 472555;

dylanthomasbirthplace.com

HANDEL HOUSE MUSEUM

The home of composer George Frederic

Handel from 1723 until his death in 1759

25 Brook Street, Mayfair, London,  

W1K 4HB. 020 7495 1685; 

handelhouse.org

HILL TOP HOUSE

Discover Beatrix Potter’s Lakeland rural 

hideaway, just as she left it

Near Sawrey, Hawkshead, Ambleside,

Cumbria, LA22 0LF. 015394 36269; 

nationaltrust.org.uk/hill-top

KEATS HOUSE

This white Regency villa was once the home  

of the Romantic poet John Keats

10 Keats Grove, Hampstead, London, 

NW3 2RR. 020 7332 3868

LEIGHTON HOUSE MUSEUM

The residence of Holland Park Circle artist  

and sculptor Sir Frederic Leighton

12 Holland Park Road, London,

W14 8LZ. 020 7602 3316 (Mon to Fri); 

020 7471 9160 (weekends)

THE RED HOUSE

The only home commissioned and lived in by

Arts and Crafts master William Morris

Red House Lane, Bexleyheath,

London, DA6 8JF. 020 8304 9878;

nationaltrust.org.uk/red-house

2 WILLOW ROAD

A 1939 modernist house designed and

lived in by architect Ernö Goldfinger

2 Willow Road, Hampstead,

London, NW3 1TH. 020 7435 6166;

nationaltrust.org.uk/2-willow-road

As a coda to his extraordinary existence, over 1,000 Polaroid

photographs taken by Mollino were discovered by Fulvio Ferrari

in the 1980s. Made in secret during the last two decades of his life,

the photos feature women posed naked or wearing clothes Mollino

bought for them. The images, some of which were retouched by

Mollino, have been interpreted as ushabtis – the small figurines

placed in Egyptian tombs to accompany the dead into the afterlife.

The discovery of the Polaroids intensified the mystery surrounding

the man. The majority of the pictures are split between two private 

collections. One is kept at

the Polytechnic of Turin,

while the Museo Casa

Mollino holds the others.

Only a few of the pictures 

were taken at Casa

Mollino, however, so to

keep the authenticity of

the interior, the Polaroids 

are not on display.

Carlo Mollino, Portraits in

Villa Scalero, 1956–62
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GLASS ACT
Finding inspiration from Victorian innovation, CINEAD McTERNAN  

suggests terrariums are the perfect way to indulge in a spot of  

winter gardening and shows you how to create your own

Bring the garden into your home with a terrarium, a glass 

container planted with tiny plants. Designs are available 

from specialist shops including The Urban Botanist whose 

Aztec Penta (on left) and Supersize Aztec Gem (right),  

can be bought planted or unplanted



S
te

p
h
e
n
 R

o
w

so
n
 P

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
e
r

H&A NOV EM BER 2015 105

H&A LIFESTYLE: Gardens



A
s the nights draw in and the temperature
drops, many of us put away our spades
and hang up our gardening gloves for
the winter. While there is still the fun of
poring over seed catalogues and planning
next year’s borders, those winter months

can drag a little – but now a recent craze could give plant lovers
their gardening fix, indoors rather than out.

Fashionable florists and urban gardeners have resurrected
the Victorian method of growing small plants in a sealed
glass environment called a terrarium – named after the word
‘aquarium’ but substituting ‘terra’, the Latin word for earth.
The terrarium, or the Wardian case as it was then known,
was invented by Dr Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward (1791–1868).
Transporting, under glass, tender specimens that had been found
by intrepid plant hunters around the world was not new but
Ward’s discovery that a sealed environment helped preserve them
and deliver them intact was a ground-breaking development.
These original 19th-century designs, typically miniature versions
of elaborate glasshouses, are rare and hard to find but replicas
are widely available starting at around £20 online. There are also
many contemporary shapes and styles available.

Whichever vessel you opt for, a terrarium is the perfect way
to show off tiny plants such as succulents and ferns – as well as
tropical species. They require soil, so creating a terrarium does
involve getting a bit of dirt under your fingernails. But it’s not just
those of us who are looking forward to getting back out into our
gardens who are attracted to terrariums. They are also ideal for
homeowners who have no outdoor space or little time to ensure
that plants, indoors or out, are kept watered and fed.

These little glass cases can also make gorgeous gifts, although
many terrarium bloggers confess to finding it impossible to give
their creations away. So perhaps it’s time to embrace the wintry 
months and turn our attention to the great indoors.

MINIATURE GARDENS WITH A TWIST

AIR PLAY

Air plants are a striking alternative to using small tropical

plants. Just as their name suggests, these plants get

all the nutrients and moisture they need from the air so

don’t require soil. They are grown in ariums as opposed

to terrariums – ariums were named by a nursery based

in San Francisco that dropped the ‘terra’ (soil) part of

the word. Eye catching varieties to try include Tillandsia

brachycaulos and T. concolor, T. aeranthos and

T. funckiana. Ariums should be positioned in bright areas

(but not direct sunlight) and kept at a mild temperature

– not too hot and not too cold. Sparingly mist with water 

once every two weeks (weekly during hot or dry periods) 

using a spray bottle.

GREAT BALLS OF… MOSS

The Japanese art of kokedama might be described

as a sophisticated evolution of bonsai house plants.

Essentially, plants are wrapped in a moss ball, bound

with string and suspended as sculptural objects.

Horticulturally, the process differs as plants are removed

from their containers and the soil is shaken off the root

system, to be replaced with a specialised ‘mud-cake’

recipe. Tropical plants are best suited to this practice,

such as asparagus ferns, anthuriums, orchids, begonias, 

angel hair vines, coleus and succulents.
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Eight plants to try
in your terrarium
K Prayer plant (Maranta leuconeura) Good for

warm temperatures and medium, indirect light.

K Friendship plant (Pilea involucrata) A good

choice for low to medium light and warm,

humid temperatures.

K Silver inch plant (Tradescantia zebrina) 

Great for closed, humid terrariums.

K Spike moss (Selaginella) Perfect for closed

terrarium conditions.

K Red echeveria (Echeveria harmsii)

This plant prefers the dry atmosphere of an

open terrarium.

K Moses in a basket (Tradescantia spathacea,

formerly called Rhoeo discolor). Loves moist,

humid conditions and bright light.

K Asparagus fern (Asparagus setaceus)

Prefers moderate light conditions and

tolerates humidity.

K Stag’s horn clubmoss (Lycopodium clavatum)

Enjoys cooler temperatures, low to moderate

light and good air circulation.

FACING PAGE, TOP Use Victorian-style terrariums to

create a focal point in a room; BELOW: Glass vessels of all

shapes and sizes can be planted with succulents, air plants

or small tropical specimens

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Create a

mini-garden scene in your terrarium; ’Eden’, a handmade

terrarium, £215 from The Balcony Gardener; ’Dark Bark’

vintage terrarium, £295 from The Balcony Gardener; ‘Jewel’,

a small, elegant terrarium from The Urban Botanist, from

£44.95 (turn the page for stockist details)
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HOW TO MAKE A TERRARIUM
Follow our easy step-by-step guide to create your own design

T
errariums are simple to make and a great way to show off
your creativity, whether you use an antique or a modern
terrarium or an upcycled glass vessel of some description.
A terrarium can be either closed or open depending on the

type of plants you want to grow. For plants such as mosses, ferns and
orchids, you will need to recreate the humid, warm temperatures of
the tropics so will need a terrarium that can be sealed. If too much
moisture starts accumulating, these closed terrariums must be opened
once a week to allow air to circulate. This will avoid problems with
mould that flourishes in damp, moist conditions and that could damage
the plants as well as create unsightly discolouration on the glass sides.
For plants that prefer dry climates, such as succulents, choose an open 
terrarium, which will ensure the air remains free from moisture. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
K A clear glass container. You can use a vase

or glass bowl to create an open terrarium.

Should you want your garden to be closed 

then choose a sealed glass terrarium

K Small pebbles or expanded clay pellets

K Horticultural charcoal

K Proprietary succulent and cacti soil, or you

can make a mix of equal measures of peat

moss, vermiculite and perlite, or a coir block 

K  A selection of plants

1. Add a layer of pebbles to the bottom of the vessel and 

cover with a layer of horticultural charcoal.

2. Add a layer of soil, about 10cm deep or enough to allow 

the plant roots to establish.

3. (Top) Arrange plants, and when you are happy with 

your design make holes in the soil and plant them.

4. (Above left) Firm plants down and gently water them.

5. (Above right) If making a closed terrarium, seal the lid.

Find a spot to display your terrarium – out of direct sunlight

is best as it can scorch plants. Sealed terrariums should be

aired each week for a few hours. If droplets form on the

glass there’s no need to water. If no condensation appears,

give plants a sprinkling. Prune and remove dead leaves

regularly to keep growth in check and prevent disease. L
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Where to
buy supplies
and plants
K The Balcony Gardener

Online shop selling

complete terrariums and

supplies. 020 7431 5553;

thebalconygardener.com

K Glenhirst Cactus Nursery

Cacti and succulents by

mail order or online.

01205 820314; glenhirst

cactiandpalms.co.uk 

K Just Air Plants

Online nursery specialising

in air plants. 0118 324

3949; justairplants.com

K Simply Succulents

Online plant nursery that

specialises in succulents. 

07548 947357;

simplysucculents.co.uk

K Tropical Britain

Online nursery

specialising in hardy

exotics. 020 8894 3099; 

tropicalbritain.co.uk 

K UK Terrariums

Online sales only.

07704 887980;

ukterrariums.co.uk

K The Urban Botanist

Stocks a wide range of

terrariums – online sales

only. 0800 783 3375;

theurbanbotanist.co.uk
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B
otanist Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward invented the
terrarium in 1829 through a chance discovery. Having
devised a sealed glass case in which to keep and
observe insects, Ward noticed that a rogue spore from

one of the ferns in his garden, which struggled to grow due to
the air pollution of Victorian Britain, had germinated inside –
and was thriving in the constant humidity of the hermetically-
sealed environment. He realised that evaporated moisture was
condensing on the glass wall and running back to the soil,
providing a constant supply of water. Without doubt a brilliant
idea, it was the timing that proved crucial to the success of this
invention, which became known as the Wardian case.

In the mid 19th century there was a widespread passion for
travel and discovering new plant species in the British Empire,
but transporting delicate seedlings and tender plants from the
country of origin back to Britain was proving difficult. Records
show that in 1833 the vice president of The Horticultural
Society, George Loddiges, shipped plants back from Australia
in a Wardian case. He wrote: ‘Whereas I used formerly to lose
19 out of the 20 of the plants I imported during the voyage, 19
out of the 20 is now the average of those that survive’.

With such a glowing endorsement, the Wardian case soon
became a must-have piece of kit for plant hunters. Thanks to
the safe transportation of plants, in the 1840s and 1850s the
Scottish botanist Robert Fortune was able to successfully move
tea plants from China to India, establishing the tea industry 
and paving the way for the British obsession with tea.

TOP LEFT Studio portrait 

of botanist Nathaniel

Bagshaw Ward dating 

from c1858-65

ABOVE A Wardian case

appears in this coloured

engraving of London’s

Great Exhibition in 1851

– seen being admired by

a couple on the far right

LEFT Cassell’s Household

Guide, 1869–71, shows a

suggestion for a window

decoration, using a

Wardian case planted

with ferns

Ward realised that evaporated 

moisture was condensing on 

the glass wall and running 

back to the soil, providing a 

constant supply of water

Horticultural Hero: 
NATHANIEL  
BAGSHAW WARD
The Victorian doctor and keen amateur

naturalist who transformed the transportation

of newly discovered plant specimens from the 

New World and other exotic locations

RIGHT Page from Nathanial

Bagshaw Ward’s publication

On the Growth of Plants in

Closely Glazed Cases (1852

edition). The illustration shows

the sealed glass case that he

developed. Throughout the

19th century Wardian cases

went on to carry medicinal,

economic and ornamental

plants throughout the British

Empire and all over the world
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FLORENCE

3 seater sofa

was £999 -

now £799

No risk 21 day moneyback home trial . 5 year hardwood frame guarantee
For a free colour brochure call 01495 244226 or visit www.sofasofa.co.uk

GREAT BRITISH SOFAS
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1

Don’t miss these exciting sales taking place at auction
houses around the country

Advertisement Feature

4

2

Noticeboard
AUCTION HOUSE

fellows.co.uk � 0121 222 7666; 020 7127 4198

1Fellows Auctioneers 
Fellows holds over 120 auctions each 

year. As specialists in a variety of fields and 
with an auction to cater for every need, its 
continually changing inventory makes Fellows a 
hub of excitement for lovers of watches, 
jewellery and antiques. 

Forthcoming sales:
27th October – The Watch Sale
2nd November – Vintage Jewellery & Accessories
5th November – Fortnightly Jewellery Auction 
12th November – Antique & Modern Jewellery

` Augusta House, 19 Augusta Street,  
Birmingham, B18 6JA

2Midland Furniture Auctions
Midland Furniture Auctions holds one of the UK’s biggest weekly furniture

auctions every Wednesday in the heart of the country. Packed to the brim with
the latest ranges and types of furniture, bidders can expect a fantastic choice
and great prices.Conveniently
located off the M1 (J28) near
Alfreton, Derbyshire. For
further information visit the
website or contact Dean
Carpenter or Liz Darrington-
Mosley.

` 10 Grange Close, Clover Nook
Industrial Park, Alfreton, Derbyshire,
DE55 4QT

midlandfurnitureauctions.co.uk � 01773 832555

tennants.co.uk � 01969 623780

3Tennants Auctioneers 
With over 40 specialist sales a  

year, three major fine art sales, country  
house sales and almost weekly  
antiques and interiors sales, Tennants  
is firmly established as a leading  
regional auction house.

Forthcoming sales:
24th October – Vintage Costume & Textiles
13th–14th November – Autumn Fine Art Sale
28th November – Sporting & Fishing

` The Auction Centre, Harmby Road, Leyburn,  
North Yorkshire, DL8 5SG

4 McTear’s 
As proud holders of the Britain’s Best Auction House Award, McTear’s has 

become one of the UK’s best-known independent auction houses. The company’s 
auction calendar is brought together by 10 specialist departments covering 
Scottish, International and Contemporary Pictures, Watches, Jewellery, Whisky, 
Wine, Asian Art, Silver, Ceramics, Furniture, Clocks, Instruments & Militaria. The 
auctions are promoted on national television and press, and in 2015 every single 
lot offered at McTear’s will be available to bid live online, providing a truly global 
audience for selling and buying. McTear’s is also a proud pioneer of timed 
bidding auctions in association with the-saleroom.com and ATG Media, the 
world’s leading online bidding platform. These timed auctions are different from 
traditional auctions in that no auctioneer calls the sale; rather bidding is done 
solely online from across the globe.

` 31 Meiklewood Road, Glasgow, G51 4EU

mctears.co.uk � 01418 102880



From practical decorating advice to expert insights on antiques, let this section be your guide

THE GUIDE
H&A

FIREPLACES

From period to

contemporary

don’t miss our

guide to choosing

the perfect

fireplace or stove

in seven easy steps

PAGE 115

INDIAN

TEXTILES

We piece together

the history

of one of the

subcontinent’s

greatest exports in

10 key stories

PAGE 138

MIDDLEPORT

REBORN

Burleigh’s

Victorian factory

has been brought

back to life by

the Prince’s

Regeneration Trust

PAGE 130

THE IVY

When the contents

of the legendary

eaterie were

auctioned before a

refurb even the loo

sign far surpassed

its estimate

PAGE 144
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Experience the full range at www.jim-lawrence.co.uk 

Call: 01473 826695 Visit our showroom:
The Ironworks, Lady Lane, Hadleigh, Suffolk IP7 6BQ

Call

01473 826695

for a free

Brochure

GREAT BRITISH LIGHTING

Stockists of all major wood burning and multi fuel stove brands - 

Approved Authorised Retailers

Please call 01559 36 2847

Woodburner Warehouse
www.woodburnerwarehouse.co.uk



steps to picking the perfect

FIRE OR STOVE
Nothing makes a home feel warmer or more welcoming than flames flickering in the hearth. 

MAGGIE STEVENSON reveals all you need to know and picks out the hottest options

1
OLD OR NEW?

A fireplace should be a focal point and
complement a room. Antique fireplaces
suit contemporary and classic interiors,

while a new one can be a striking addition
or be painted to recede into its surroundings.
As fireplaces in period homes may have been
replaced over the years, don’t be afraid to mix
eras sympathetically. ‘There’s a real crossover
of styles,’ agrees Ferrous Auger of Lassco.
‘Louis XVI marble surrounds and Regency
fireplaces are popular but good originals are
hard to find. A reproduction may be a better 
option and cost a fraction of the price.’

A neutral colour scheme for

modern fireplaces, such as

this example comprising a

‘Pembroke’ mantel (from £639)

and ‘Huntingdon 30’ stove (from

£1,449), both Stovax, ensure

the fireplace is a feature that

doesn’t dominate the room
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2
REJUVENTATING A CLASSIC

Beautiful old fireplaces can still be found in salvage yards but if you
plan to restore one, check that it’s complete before you buy. Cast-iron
fireplaces were not standardised until just before the First World War

and replacement parts may be hard to find. ‘When disused fireplaces were
boarded up, anything small and removable – such as the grate and frets – was
often given to the rag-and-bone man. Invariably firebacks damaged by years
of use will need replacing,’ says Malcolm Sutherland of 20th-Century Fires.
Ready-restored original fireplaces are available to buy but to comply with
current regulations, they should always be installed by a fitter registered  
with HETAS (the Heat Equipment Training and Approval Scheme).

Subtle differences in paint finishes can work to

highlight the trimmings on a mantelpiece and its

surroundings. In this case, Little Greene’s ‘Sage

Green 80’ paint has been used. On the walls, it’s

‘Absolute’ matt emulsion, £37 per 2.5l, while the

mantel is in ‘Intelligent Eggshell’, £53 per 2.5l



1 Victorian, mahogany and brass coal scuttle, c1890, £340, Nimbus 2 Round rattan log basket, from £45, Willow & Stone 3 19th-century wrought-iron andirons,

c1880, £450, Nicholas Gifford-Mead 4 Oak and leather bellows, £65, Hen & Hammock 5 George Bullock Regency brass and steel fender, c1815, £1,250, Walpoles  

6 Cast fireback, £259, Jim Lawrence 7 Ring-top wrought-iron tool set, £46.60, Stovax

SEVEN OF THE BEST Fireside companions

Beautiful to look at and a pleasure to use, hearth accessories  

old and new complete the fireside picture

1

2

4

6

5

7

3

3
ENERGY SMART

As fuel prices fluctuate,
it’s important to heat
your home in a cost

effective way and wood-burning
stoves are one of the most
economic heat providers you
can find. When it comes to
carbon-neutral wood burners,
they’re environmentally
friendly, too. Only 25 per cent
of the heat produced by open
fires warms the room they’re
in – the remaining 75 per cent
escapes up the chimney. But
those figures are reversed with
a modern stove: 75 per cent of
heat comes into the room. ‘For
a stove, 65 per cent efficiency
is the minimum acceptable; 75
per cent is considered highly
efficient and 80 per cent or more
is exceptional,’ explains Declan
Walsh of Morsø. ‘The drier
the fuel the more efficiently it
will burn so use well-seasoned
timber with a maximum
moisture content of 20 per cent.
Use a flue gas thermometer, too
– a flue that’s too hot indicates
the stove isn’t working as
efficiently as it could and if it is
too cool, creosote can build up.’   

This MorsØ ‘7940’

stove (£2,612)

provides a panoramic

view of your fireplace 

and high-level

heating efficiency
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4
THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Perfectly coordinated interiors run the risk
of appearing bland but mix in an element
of surprise and the room will spring to

life. Using accent colour is a simple strategy but
juxtaposing old and new by introducing a key
feature in a contrasting style makes a confident
impact. Consider framing a traditional grate with
a modern surround, installing a period fireplace
in an contemporary room or choosing a modern
look for a period setting to give a sense of flair and 

originality. Diligence International supplies and
installs uncompromisingly modern fires so knows
exactly how good they can look in period homes,
furnished with antiques. ‘We have a software
program that will superimpose different designs on
to photographs of a client’s room to show how the
fire will look in situ,’ says manager Lynda Taylor.
‘Our clients want to be individual, not to have
the same thing as everyone else.’ The fires can be
adapted to meet aesthetic requirements and to deal 
with installation problems.

ABOVE Colour

coordinated fireplaces,

such as this example

painted in ‘Nightingale

Eggshell’, £50 per 2.5l,

Fired Earth, are perfect

for highlighting objects

you want to display
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Contemporary designs,

such as JØtul’s ‘F163’

wood-burning stove,

£1,989, offer heating

solutions for interiors

with more modern styling

5
BEST PRACTICE

‘If you’re thinking about installing a new solid-fuel or
wood-burning appliance, you need to notify your local
authority and meet Building Regulation standards,’

says Bruce Allen, CEO of HETAS. The most reliable way to
ensure you buy the right type of fire or stove for your home,
install it correctly to comply with safety and environmental
regulations and get the best energy efficiency is to go to an
approved retailer and use a HETAS registered fitter. You can
find both at hetas.co.uk. As well as providing suitable storage
for your fuel, you also need to have your heating appliances 
serviced annually and chimneys cleaned twice a year.

H&A GUIDE: Interiors



SEVEN OF THE BEST Energy-efficient stoves 

1 2 43

6
SCENE STEALERS

In a large room the
fireplace has to work
harder to be a fitting

centrepiece but if you get the
size, proportions and design
right, it will make a dramatic
statement. ‘The fireplace
should be no less than a third
and no more than half the
height of the room and there
should be about 2.5cm of
space between the mantel
shelf and the edge of the
chimney breast’, says Mathew
Snelling at Chesney’s. Style
is less prescriptive and while
it’s by no means necessary
to install a fireplace of the
same vintage as the house,
it should have a relationship
with its surroundings. ‘If
the room’s architecture
is very pronounced, the
fireplace should match it,’
says Mathew. ‘But sometimes
simplicity is the answer and
an elegant, classical style
can have as much impact as
something more decorative,
especially if it’s made from a
rare and costly marble such
as Carrara or our Convent
Sienna or Belgian Black.’

RIGHT A period fireplace – such as this

‘Avignon’ limestone fireplace by Jasper Conran,

£1,914 from Chesney’s – makes a bold statement

but, if matched to carefully selected furniture

and accessories, can bring a very clear sense  

of style to a room
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1 ‘Villager 5 Duo’ 5kW multifuel stove, 83.7 per cent

efficiency, £699, Arada 2 ‘Vintage 35’ 7kW cast-iron

wood-burning stove, 83 per cent efficiency, £1,995,

Dovre 3 ‘Bellingham 8’ 8kW multifuel stove, 80 per

cent efficiency, £1,099, Dimplex 4 ‘Debdale 9104’

4kW wood-burning stove with optional multifuel

grate, 89.8 per cent efficiency, £698, Burley

5 ‘Mendip 5’ black enamel wood-burning stove,

78.9 per cent efficiency, also available in red and

cream, £1,436.86, Mendip Stoves 6 Red enamel

7.3kW multifuel stove, 79.3 per cent efficiency,

available in 12 finishes, £925, Carron Stoves

7 ‘Craftsbury’ cast-iron wood-burning 11.5kW stove,

84.4 per cent efficiency, from £1,730, Eurostove

Designed for economy, these stoves make the most of the fuel you burn 

5 6 7

7
SOLUTIONS FOR SMALL SPACES

Real-flame heating will make a small room
look and feel cosy but it’s important to
choose a fire or stove that’s in proportion

to the size of the room. In the case of stoves, the
heat output should be a key factor in your choice
of model. ‘The most popular size of stove in the 

UK is 5kW,’ says Dennis Milligan of the Stove
Industry Alliance. ‘But a stove is designed to give
optimum performance at its declared heat output
and an oversized stove may operate less efficiently.’
Generally, you need 1kW of heat for every 14m3 of
space, although the construction of your house and
the level of insulation can affect that calculation.

BELOW Colour, shape

and size should all be

considered when choosing 

a stove. Charnwood’s

‘C-Four’ stove, £886,

comes in eight finishes

and can sit on a stand  

or on the floor
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STOCKISTS

K�20th-Century Fires  

0161 429 9042;  

c20fireplaces.co.uk 

K�Arada 01297 35998; 

aradastoves.com

K�Architectural Heritage  

01386 584414;  

architectural-heritage.co.uk

K�Burley 01572 756956;  

burley.co.uk

K�Carron 0808 129 2224;  

carron.uk.net

K�Charnwood 01983 537777; 

charnwood.com

K�Chesneys 020 7627 1410; 

chesneys.co.uk

K�Diligence 01364 644790; 

diligenceinternational.com

K�Dimplex 0844 879 3588; 

dimplex.co.uk

K�Dovre 01392 474000;  

dovre.co.uk

K�Eurostove 01934 750500; 

eurostove.co.uk

K�Fired Earth 0845 366 0400; 

firedearth.com

K�Hen & Hammock 01844 217060; 

henandhammock.co.uk

K�HETAS 01684 278170;  

hetas.co.uk

K�Jim Lawrence 01473 826685; 

jim-lawrence.co.uk

K�Jøtul 01527 506010; jotuluk.com

K�Lassco 020 7394 2100  

lassco.co.uk

K�Little Greene  

020 7935 8844;  

littlegreene.com

K�Mendip Stoves  

01934 750500;  

mendipstoves.co.uk

K�Morsø 01788 554410;  

morso.co.uk

K�Nicholas Gifford-Mead  

020 7736 0808; 

nicholasgiffordmead.co.uk

K�Nimbus Antiques  

01663 734248;  

nimbusantiques.co.uk

K�Renaissance 020 7251 8844; 

renaissancelondon.com

K�Stove Industry Alliance 

stoveindustryalliance.com

K�Stovax 01392 474000;  

stovax.com

K�Walpoles 07831 561042; 

walpoleantiques.com

K�Westland London  

020 7739 8094;  

westlandlondon.com

K�Wharton Antiques  

07974 579694;  

whartonantiques.com 

K�Willow & Stone 01326 311388; 

willowandstone.co.uk

ORIGINAL FIREPLACES
From the 17th to 20th centuries, here are a few of our favourites

‘The restraint in the design, and elements such as the

gunshot balls in the basket rails and the reeded top

bar, are all Regency tropes but the rococo influence

is very much Victorian,’ says Tom Hart of this early

Victorian cast-iron grate, c1840. £1,650, Lassco

‘This mid 19th-century marble chimneypiece is

carved in the grand Victorian manner with sweeping

floral decoration and bold acanthus corbels above

panelled jambs featuring twining plant motifs,’ says

Owen Pacey of Renaissance. Carved-marble fire

surround, c1850, £5,840, Renaissance London

‘This fireplace is attributed to John Pearson, a

founder member of the Guild of Handicrafts who,

in his early life, worked with William de Morgan

developing trademark designs, such as galleons

and sea creatures,’ says Darius Bielinski. Repoussé

copper fireplace surround on a mahogany ground,

c1900, £14,400, Westland London

‘A typical example of adaptation and reuse in

the 19th century, this fireplace is made up of

17th-century panels and later-carved elements,’

says Architectural Heritage’s Alex Puddy. Oak fire

surround, c1890, £3,600, Architectural Heritage

‘This large fireplace, found in the better type of

1930s home, has a rounded chunky shape, is made

from faience blocks with a mottled glaze and has a

stylised decorative panel typical of art-deco style,’

says Malcolm Sutherland. Glazed earthenware

fireplace, 1935, £1,450, 20th-Century Fires

‘Typical of the Gothic Revival movement, this style

of understated fireplace was designed to be set

flush with the plaster line or inside timber panelling,

hence there was no mantelshelf. A cast-iron register

grate would have been fitted within,’ says Simon

Wharton. 19th-century Portland stone fireplace, 

£1,140, Wharton Antiques
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CRACKLE
SIZZLE
& POP

For the love of the
VRXQG IURP D UHDO ÀUH�

Time spent at home has a soundtrack. 

An Arada stove makes it so much richer. The background crackle of flames 

becomes a song of contentment. And when the winter wind whistles, the  

stove roars. It sets the mood and lifts your spirits. Best of all, it’s a sound  

that warms your soul every time you hear it.

DUDGDVWRYHV�FRP Putting warmth at the heart of the home

,  



VENINI
GLASS

As a single-owner collection of 20th-century Venini

glass from Italy goes up for sale at Catherine

Southon Auctioneers, CAROLINE WHEATER 

discovers why it’s worth investing in
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ESTIMATE

£400–£600
Over the years, Venini

employed more than

40 top designers to

create a wide variety of

new art glass, such as

Giò Ponti’s 1955 series of

striped Canne vases. This

example dates from 1989

ESTIMATE

£200–£300
This Zanfirico Zeta vase 

was made in 1980

but designed in 1976

by Ludovico Diaz de

Santillana for Venini. It

came from the Alexander 

Walker Collection

ESTIMATE

£300–£400
Made in 1968, this

sinuous Carlo Scarpa

vase in antique red is

a later example of his

original Tessuti Battuti 

range of 1940

ESTIMATE

£500–£800
A pretty teardrop-shaped 

Incalmo bottle was

designed between

1964–65 by Toni Zuccheri  

as part of Venini’s

Crepuscolo series
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V
enice – city of romance, of 
canals, palazzos and stone 
squares. Glass, too, made 
by generations of Venetians 
since the 8th century and, 

from 1291, exclusively on the tiny island 
of Murano to lessen the risk of fire in the 
city. Often colourful, always glamorous, 
handmade Venetian glass is among the 
best in the world and is sought after at 
auction, whichever period it comes from. 
The variety is enormous – from vases  
and bowls, to plates, bottles and glasses. 
A single, show-stopping piece can be 
as eye-catching as a collection and, 
crucially, won’t take up too much space 
at home. Along with Barovier & Toso 
and Archimede Seguso, the Venini 
glassworks produced some of the most 
interesting Venetian art glass of the 20th 
century, as an upcoming sale at Catherine 
Southon’s auction house highlights.

The London-based interior designer 
whose Venini glass is going under the 
hammer built up his collection over two 
decades, buying pieces from Bonhams, 
Christie’s, Roseberys and directly from 
the Venini glassworks on Murano. ‘There 
are over 80 pieces in all, with estimates 
ranging from £200 to £2,000, including 

some lots that were originally part of 
the film critic Alexander Walker’s 

collection,’ says Catherine. ‘My 
client first discovered Venini 
glass when he worked on 
projects in Italy. He loves 
the bold colours and shapes 
and wanted pieces by all the 
important Venini designers, 
from Carlo Scarpa to Fulvio 
Bianconi, Alessandro Mendini 
and Timo Sarpaneva.’

For centuries the little 
Venetian island of Murano has 
been associated with excellence 
in glass. The original medieval 

workshops reached their zenith 
in the 15th and 16th centuries 

when European nobility beat a 
path to the inventive maker-merchants’ 

doors to buy their new, colourless 
‘cristallo’ glass and opaque white lattimo 
pieces painted to resemble Chinese 
porcelain. It was only in the 17th century 
that Murano began to lose its vice-like 
grip on the glass market as other centres 
of excellence developed in Europe, 
particularly Stourbridge in England, 
Alsace-Lorraine in France and areas of 
Bohemia (the Czech Republic). 

By 1820 half of the 24 glass furnaces 
on Murano had shut down, with 
only five of the remainder producing 
blown glass. The island limped along 
until the 1850s and the arrival of the 
dynamic glassmakers Fratelli Toso (Toso 
Brothers) and Antonio Salviati. In 1867, 
Salviati entered over 500 pieces to the 
Paris Universal Exposition, winning 
international acclaim and medals. 
Another workshop, Artisti Barovier, was 
established in 1878 and became famous 
after inventing the technique for making 
vetro madreperla (mother of pearl glass), 
and by the end of the 19th century the 
method for making murrino, or mosaic-
patterned, glass had been rediscovered  
by Fratelli Toso.

Creative control
Against this vibrant backdrop, in 1921 
Paolo Venini, a Milanese lawyer, and 
Giacomo Cappellin, a Venetian antiques 
dealer, set up the Venini glassworks. 
‘Their chief innovation, which took 
glassmaking to new levels of brilliance, 
was to appoint an artistic director to 
create new designs and drive them 
forward,’ says Catherine. First the painter 
Vittorio Zecchin, in the 1920s, then the 
sculptor Napoleone Martinuzzi took the 
helm followed, in 1932, by the architect 
and designer, Carlo Scarpa. Scarpa is 
regarded as the most pioneering and 
inventive of Venini’s artistic directors 
and his output was celebrated at a recent 
exhibition at The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York in 2014.

Each of the art directors worked 
alongside a variety of maestros or master

H&A GUIDE: Auction focus

ESTIMATE

£300–£400
Fulvio Bianconi 

met Paolo Venini 

in 1946 and 

collaborated with 

the glassworks until 

the mid-1950s. He 

designed the jewel 

coloured Incalmo 

series of glass in 

1951. This version 

was made in 1983 

ESTIMATE

£800–£1,200
This square vase was 

designed for fashion 

label Pierre Cardin 

between 1968–70 

and is being sold with 

the taller example  

on the next page
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UNDER THE RADAR

T
his exquisite amber-coloured
vase inspired by the simple
shapes and forms of ancient

Roman glass was given an estimate of
€4,000 to €6,000 (£2,900 to £4,400)
by Christie’s experts but the bidding
on it quickly ramped up to an incredible
€32,200 (£23,500). ‘The technique
used to create this vase made it
very desirable,’ says Simon
Andrew of Christie’s. The
technique he refers to was
battuto, a method of
horizontally faceting the
surface of the glass to
resemble beaten metal,
done by finely grinding
the cold vessel once it has
been fired. ‘It’s so difficult
to do and very easy to
break the piece,’ says Simon.
‘It requires perfect skills.’

SIMPLE
BEAUTY
Venini Battuto vase by
Carlo Scarpa, c1940

I
n the 1970s Venini continued
to work with top designers
such as James Carpenter, 

the pioneering New York-based
designer and glass specialist who
is renowned for his many cutting-
edge architectural projects. His
domestic-scale Calabash vase for
Venini, created in 1972, includes
green and red zanfirico canes
on a sulphur yellow ground and
was produced into the 1980s. The
zanfirico technique dates back
to the 16th century and involves
stretching and twisting canes of
glass into pretty lattice patterns. The
vase, sold by The Auction Room in an
online sale of the late Lord McAlpine’s
collection of post-1970s Murano glass
last summer, was estimated at £400 to
£600 and sold for £600.

An eye for design
Venini Calabash vase by James Carpenter, c1981

craftsmen who specialised in a particular area of
glass making, such as blowing, laying coloured
murrines or incising to the greatest precision,
using skills handed down through generations of 
glass-making families. Collaborating in this way
enabled them to invent new techniques and to take
the art of Murano glass to another level. ‘From the 
1950s onwards, Venini continued to work with
some of the best designers around, particularly
Fulvio Bianconi who collaborated with Venini
from 1946 until the mid-1950s. Other famous
names included Gio Ponti, Tapio Wirkkala,
Tomaso Buzzi, James Carpenter and Ludovico
Diaz de Santillana,’ says Catherine.

Artisan-crafted individuality
Very rare, early pieces of Venini can reach six
figures at auction, but there are also plenty around
that will sell for hundreds or a few thousand
pounds. ‘Often the original designs continued to
be made for decades afterwards, which is why
later examples are more affordable,’ explains
Catherine. ‘But the quality of the craftsmanship 
and design remains exceptional and each piece is
individually mouth-blown and handmade so they
all differ slightly. Throughout the 20th century
Venini stuck to its fantastic formula of employing
artists and designers to create pieces of glass art.’

Having been immaculately looked after, the
pieces on sale later this month are in tip-top
condition, which is very important when you’re
collecting glass. ‘While the Venini pieces in this
sale are not the early, pre-Second World War
rarities, they are things to collect for the future,”
comments Catherine. ‘The striking forms and
colours make each one a piece of art in its own
right. My prediction is that their value will go up
in the years to come.’ Q

* A Private Collection of Venini Glass,  

11th November, Catherine Southon Auctioneers

020 8313 3655; catherinesouthon.co.uk

ESTIMATE

£800–£1,200
Paired with the square

vase on the previous

page, this was made

for Pierre Cardin. The

estimate for the lot

is £800–£1,000
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GLASS FOR DEEP POCKETS
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W
e asked auctioneer Catherine
Southon to choose a piece of
Venini glass she would like

to buy for her own collection if money
were no object. She chose this elegant
but colossal (52cm tall) Long-Neck
vase. It was made in the early 1950s
to a design by Carlo Scarpa, who was
the artistic director of Venini from
1932–1947. The vase sold for £952  
at Bonhams New York.

‘Carlo Scarpa created some
of the most beautiful shapes for
Venini,’ says Catherine. ‘But this
combination of a soft, baby blue 
with such a simple sculptural
shape creates a wonderful
feeling of tranquility and peace.
It’s something that I would
love to have in my home.’ The
acid stamp on the base records, 
‘venini/murano/italia’.

Sculptural
chic
Venini Long-Neck vase by 
Carlo Scarpa, c1952

T
he pre-eminent Finnish designer Tapio
Wirkkala (1915–1985) is renowned for his
glass designs, such as Iittala’s Chantarelle, 

1947, and Ultima Thule, 1968. He created
the Bolle series of water bottles and carafes
for Venini in 1966 and they continue to be
produced and sold today. To make his classic
design, Wirkkala used the incalmo technique,
which fuses two or more elements together – a
method that requires great precision on behalf
of the glass blower because the diameters
of each element have to be exactly the same 
to fit together seamlessly. This 23.5cm-tall,
olive and mauve version was made in 1991.
Estimated at £250 to £300 it garnered a
respectable £260 final bid.

Stylish tableware
Venini Bolle glass carafe by Tapio Wirkkala, c1991

T
his arresting, 16.5cm-tall, black and red vase is intended to be an
impressionistic reflection of a poppy. It has a subtle murrino, or
mosaic-pattern, surface and is one of only a handful of known

examples of a bold 1940-design by Carlo Scarpa in this colourway.
Christie’s 20th-century decorative-art specialist, Simon Andrews, helped
catalogue the 2012 Paris sale where this vase sold. ‘This very striking
piece, which required supreme glass-making skills to create, was part 
of a collection of around
170 items of Venini glass
that hadn’t been seen since
the 1940s, so it was fresh to
the market. The collection
was gradually put together by
August Warnecke who was in
charge of expanding the Venini
brand internationally. Warnecke
sold these glass creations mainly
in Germany, which meant that
there was no doubt about the
authenticity of the piece.’

The provenance and the rarity
combined to give the vase a €30,000
to €50,000 (£21,900 to £36,500)
estimate. But as large as both of those
figures are they were dwarfed by the
staggering price it finally went for.
The hammer fell to close the bidding
at a record-breaking €241,000
(£176,000) paid by an anonymous
buyer. ‘It ultimately boiled down to
a three-way battle between telephone
bidders,’ says Simon.

SHEER BRILLIANCE
Laccati Neri E Rossi vase by Carlo Scarpa, 1940
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Collecting Murano art glass

K Venice’s glass museum, the Museo
del Vetro, has the largest collection
of Murano glass in the world, dating
from the 15th–20th centuries.
Fondamenta Giustinian 8, 30121
Murano. museovetro.visitmuve.it/en
K In the 18th century King Frederik
IV of Denmark made a collection
of Murano glass, which can be seen
at Rosenborg Castle, Copenhagen.
kongernessamling.dk/en/rosenborg
K Corning Museum of Glass, One
Museum Way, New York. cmog.org

FIND OUT MORE
JOIN

K The Glass Circle, a society for
glass collectors. Glasscircle.org 

READ
K Venini: Catalogue Raisonne
1921–1986 by Anna Venini Diaz  
di Santillana (Skira Editore)
K Venini Glass by Franco Deboni
(Umberto Allemandi & Co)
K 20th–Century Factory Glass
by Lesley Jackson (Mitchell Beazley)
K 20th–Century Glass by Andy 
McConnell (Miller’s Guides)
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WHERE TO SEE

Looking for something new to collect? You won’t find anything more striking and superbly

crafted than the mid-to-late 20th-century designs of top Murano glassmakers

CUT OUT 

AND KEEP

When it comes to glass,
less is more, so don’t
clutter your display
shelves with pieces.
Instead, give each one
space to breathe.

 Glass is best lit from
behind to reveal its
colours and sparkle
to great effect. Place
pieces on a windowsill
or inside a cabinet with
integral spotlights. Tilt
plates or put them on a
stand so that they can
be seen better.

 For a pretty tabletop
display, put a mirror
underneath a small
collection of glass for
added glimmer and
sparkle. Pop a few tea
lights around them
to create atmosphere
in the evenings.

Make a strong visual
impact by arranging
collections of glass in
groupings of similar
shapes and colours.

 Cleaning antique
and vintage glass is
simple once you know
how, according to the
Antiques Roadshow’s
glass-specialist Andy
McConnell. He
recommends cleaning
pieces in a bowl filled
with warm water and
a little washing-up
liquid and a range of
bottle brushes. Cream
cleaner is also useful
for harder-to-remove
debris. For really
stubborn grime, drop a
denture-cleaning tablet
in a bowl of warm
water and soak the
piece in it overnight.

WHERE

TO BUY

AUCTION HOUSES
K The Auction Room,

Ely House, 37 Dover 

Street, London.

020 7499 4406;

theauctionroom.com

K Bonhams, 101 New

Bond Street London.

020 7447 7447;

bonhams.com

K Catherine Southon

Auctioneers, Farleigh

Court Golf Club,

Old Farleigh Road,

Selsdon, Surrey.

020 8313 3655;

catherinesouthon.co.uk

K Christie’s South

Kensington, 85 Old

Brompton Road,

London. 020 7930

6074; christies.com

K Roseberys, 70-76

Knights Hill, London.

020 8761 2522;

roseberys.co.uk

K Wright, 980 Madison

Ave, New York.

+1 212 585 0200;

wright20.com

DEALERS
K 20th-Century Glass.

20thcenturyglass.com

K Glass Etc, 18-22

Rope Walk, Rye.

01797 226600;

decanterman.com

K National Glass Fair

at National Motorcycle

Museum, Coventry

Road, Bickenhill,

Solihull, West Midlands,

22nd November.

07887 762872;

nationalglassfair.com

HOW TO DISPLAY

THE ART OF CARLO SCARPA

Venini’s artistic director from 1932–1947, Carlo Scarpa
was one of the most important figures in the company’s
design history. Born in Venice in 1906 and trained
at Venice’s Royal Academy of Fine Arts, he joined
Venini in his mid-twenties, hired by Paolo Venini who
recognised his gift for modernist design.

At Venini, Scarpa created more than two-dozen
styles of art glass and some pioneering techniques, such
as sommerso a bollicine, which captured thousands of
tiny air bubbles in the glass, giving it an opaque look.
He was also responsible for battuto (where the glass
surface was facetted to resemble beaten metal) and
mezza filigrana (where the glass was blown as thinly as
possible). With the other maestros of Murano, Scarpa
helped to modernise the ancient art of glass making.
He was also involved in many restorations of fine old
Italian buildings and by the time of his death in 1978
was, and still is, highly respected in architectural circles.

ESTIMATE

£400–£600
Fulvio Bianconi’s

original Pezzato

(patchwork) design

was created in

1950 out of fused

squares of glass.

This much-later

version dates 

to 1997



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

UNMISSABLE
ANTIQUES
Calling all enthusiasts and collectors. Make a date

for your diary: Antiques for Everyone Winter Fair,

19th to 22nd November at the NEC, Birmingham

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Stand display, Jeroen Markies Art Deco;

stand display, Callaghan’s of Shrewsbury; D’Argental signed cameo

vase, designed by Paul Nicolas, c1920, £2,400, M & D Moir; Chinese

transitional blue-and-white double gourd bottle vase, c1650, £13,500,

Catherine Hunt Oriental Antiques; Queen Anne miniature walnut chest  

on stand, English, c1710, £14,500, S & S Timms Antiques Ltd; 

art deco boudoir clock, Hickmet Fine Arts

SPECIAL TICKET OFFER
Homes & Antiques readers can buy two tickets  

for the price of one, saving £15 and including free  

parking at the NEC. To book your tickets and for  

opening times visit antiquesforeveryone.co.uk or  

call 0844 581 0827 and quote HA2015.

Y
ou won’t want to miss the largest art, antiques and interiors 

fair in the UK. The fair features more than 230 specialist

dealers offering a huge variety of desirable, rare and quirky

items at prices from £10 to £100,000. All pieces for sale are

vetted by a team of experts so you can buy with complete confidence.

BE INSPIRED
Travel the world of antiques from China to Peru, Italy to Egypt and

journey through time, from the medieval to modern, with everything

in between. See the world’s largest Whitby Jet collection on display

for the first time and listen to celebrity talks from Antiques Roadshow

experts Judith Miller and Will Farmer.



Only Burleigh’s expert

craftsmen and women

were allowed within the

red-brick walls of the

Middleport Pottery during

its heyday. Today, however,

visitors are greeted with  

a warm welcome
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the ashes
Middleport Pottery, the home of Burleigh, has been

lovingly restored by the Prince’s Regeneration Trust

and turned into a hub of creativity and hope

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Releasing a slip-cast Burleigh mug from its mould is a delicate process;

a caster prepares jugs that have just been removed from moulds by ‘fettling’ them – trimming excess clay

from inside; every piece has a unique back-stamp, as shown on this dainty ‘Asiatic Pheasants’ teacup;

a Burleigh Etruscan jug decorated with the famous ‘Calico’ pattern

Rising from

FE ATURE E LLIE TE NNANT   PHOTOGR APHS A NDREW MONTGOMERY
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trangers not allowed on this works,’
reads a large sign outside the imposing,
red-brick Victorian building that
houses the Middleport Pottery. You
ignore the warning. Instead, you

venture through the huge front doors and cross the metal
weigh bridge that, long ago, was used by the wholesalers who
brought in cartloads of pottery by the ton. You make your
way along a cobbled alley and pass a potter carrying rows
of grey, unglazed teapots on a dusty plank – a ‘ware board’
– skilfully balanced on one hand. Another potter balances
one on his head. Through open doors you glimpse rows of
workers applying delicate floral flakes of printed tissue paper
to tureens. Rising up in front of you is a vast brick ‘bottle
kiln’ shaped like… well, a top of a bottle. And, just beyond
the crane next to the packing house, you see barges chugging
past on the Trent and Mersey Canal.

You might be forgiven for thinking you’ve wandered on
to the set of a film about life in the golden age of the Potteries
– a time when 4,000 bottle kilns shaped the Stoke-on-Trent
skyline, while firing pottery for the world and belching out
coal smoke. But it’s 2015. There are no film crews here and
only 46 bottle kilns left in the entire city. Seven of them were
once found in the Middleport Pottery but after the Clean Air
Act of 1956 was passed, six of them were demolished and the 
sole remaining one boarded up.

‘When we opened it, we were hit by a fantastic smell
of old ashes,’ recalls Ros Kerslake, CEO of the Prince’s
Regeneration Trust and the woman tasked with managing
the £9 million project to revive the Grade II-listed site.
‘Nothing had been touched. I’ve been to a number of other
sites where I feel a bit of a Disney fixation has gone on but, 
here at Middleport, everything is as it was.’

That is, as it was in 1889, when the pottery firm Burgess
& Leigh moved into the newly constructed factory. The firm
was established 27 years earlier in 1862, when Frederick
Rathbone Burgess and William Leigh formed a partnership
and took over the running of Central Pottery, rechristening
it Burgess & Leigh. The company specialised in producing
fine pottery but as the operation expanded it needed newer,
bigger premises. None were to be found nearby, however,
so William Leigh decided a new, state-of-the-art factory

THIS IMAGE The chimney

was built in 1888 above

the boiler that powered the

factory LEFT The tissue-

printing room in the 1930s
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BELOW An aerial view of Middleport Pottery in the 1920s, the home of Burleigh. 

You can see seven bottle kilns in this shot – only one remains today

FACING PAGE A trolley is laden with ‘Regal Peacock’ pieces, decorated and on  

the way to the kiln for a second ‘hardening on’ firing

132 H&A NOV EM BER 2015



I’ve been to a number of other sites where I feel a bit of a Disney fixation  

has gone on but, here at Middleport, everything is as it was
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should be built: the Middleport Pottery. Sadly, he died before 
the building was completed but despite his death, the business 
continued to thrive and after the turn of the 20th century, its 
name was changed once again, this time to Burleigh.

The first half of the 20th century was a productive period 
for Burleigh, which, at its height, employed almost 500 people 
to create and decorate a diverse range of practical and artistic 
wares. But change was to come…

The Clean Air Act, implemented to reduce air pollution, 
placed restrictions on the type and amount of fuel that could 
be burned, forcing the closure of many factories and moving 
production overseas. The few factories, such as Middleport, 
that held on to traditional methods – producing pottery by 
hand and using under-glaze tissue printing – had a hard time 
surviving. Burleigh’s workforce gradually shrank from 500  
to just 40 and the buildings increasingly fell into disrepair.

Difficulties faced and opportunities embraced

English Heritage approached the Prince’s Regeneration Trust 
in 2009, when it looked as if Burleigh would have to leave 
the Middleport Pottery due to its deterioration. ‘When we 
first arrived, the conditions were pretty poor,’ recalls Ros. ‘It 
was absolutely freezing in the building – you had to put extra 
clothes on.’ She has tales of meetings held huddled around old 
heaters and with chairs carefully placed to avoid floorboards 
that were riddled with dry rot. 

In 2010, Burleigh was bought by Denby Pottery. The 
Prince’s Regeneration Trust acquired the Middleport Pottery 

LEFT ’Soft brushes are 

used to carefully apply 

the fragile tissue. Here, 

a ‘Cranbourne’ teapot 

is being decorated with 

‘Regal Peacock’ design 

BELOW Tools of the 

trade in the Mould 

Maker’s workshop

INSIDE THE MOULD STORE
Deep in the heart of Middleport Pottery is a vast room

that contains over 19,000 moulds. Stacks of moulds – all

labelled with their design name and the year they were

made – line the shelves. Plaster gives the air a musty,

church-like atmosphere and, in reverence to the room’s

contents, you can’t help but whisper.

‘The moulds are the DNA of Burleigh,’ says Steven

Moore, Prince’s Regeneration Trust ambassador and

Burleigh’s newly appointed creative director. ‘Moulds

for everything the pottery has made, from the 1880s

onwards, are in this one room, along with moulds from

earlier factories, such as Davenport and Samuel Alcock,

bought by Burleigh when they closed down.’

During the regeneration process, the mould store,

which was housed on the second floor, was found to be

four times over the ideal weight. ‘The walls were visibly

bowed,’ recalls Moore.

‘There were people working underneath it…’ says

Ros Kerslake, CEO of the Prince’s Regeneration Trust,

‘…so there was a big health and safety risk. Worryingly,

I’d taken the Prince of Wales around it the week before

we discovered it was dangerous!’

During the renovation, every one of the moulds was

carefully removed, catalogued and then reinstalled in a

safer, ground-floor room.

Browsing through 200 years’ worth of moulds is

fascinating and any ceramics enthusiast could happily

spend hours examining them. The oldest pieces in the

collection are from the 1840s, while highlights include

a clawed turkey’s foot, giraffe jugs and all manner of

decorative ‘knops’ – handles for lids.

‘The moulds in the store are actually moulds that

were used to make moulds,’ explains John Machin,

who has spent 38 years working as mould maker at

the pottery. ‘You only get about 60 casts from a single

mould. If a piece is badly cast, it means more work for

the fettlers who have to smooth out any imperfections.

It can take up to 10 days to make a mould, from

beginning to end.’

Burleigh’s mould store  

contains an archive of over  

100 Victorian jelly mould shapes

’Felicity’ is a delicate floral pattern 

that was designed in the 1930s 
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The pottery process is alive and

well here, and so is the unique

potteries’ terminology. A ‘pug’ isn’t

a small dog, it’s a large column of

clay. Similarly, a ‘bat’ isn’t a flying

mammal, it’s a slice of a pug’

site in June 2011 and leased half of it back to Denby, so 
Burleigh ware could continue to be made in the pottery that 
was specifically built for it.

The regeneration team faced huge challenges when they 
began work on the site in 2012. ‘Normally, when you do 
a complete restoration, you take everything out, do all the 
work, then move back in. But it wasn’t practical to do that 
here because it would have damaged the business,’ says Ros, 
who likens the process to trying to solve a Rubik’s Cube. ‘We 
had to keep moving bits but we couldn’t move all of them – 
the kilns, for example. So we had to work around them.’

Construction workers soon discovered that everything 
– from floorboards to the drains – had been ‘fixed’ with 
wooden ware boards. But thrift provided opportunities as 
well as difficulties. ‘There was a horrible 1960s window in  
the visitor centre,’ says Ros. ‘We didn’t have the budget to 
change it, but the original window was just lying around in  
an attic – they never threw anything away. It was very cheap 
to refit it and the window makes the room.’

The regenerated pottery reopened in July 2014. It’s now 
fully insulated and has a lovely café with chapel chairs and 
industrial fittings, serving local oatcakes on pretty ‘Blue 
Calico’ plates. The pottery has taken on 66 new staff and 
young apprentices work in the café while local volunteers 
run tours and maintain the site. The project has won lots 
of prestigious awards, including a Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA) National Award and a Heritage Open Days 
Community Champions Award. 

Printing pattern on 

to tissue paper using 

linseed oil ink and a hand 

engraved copper roller

Jemma Baskeyfield, Burleigh’s historian and retail
manager grew up two streets away. Her mother was the retail
manager before her. ‘I came to work here for a weekend and,
15 years later, I’m still here,’ she chuckles. ‘It’s that kind of
place. The work’s about more than just a pay cheque.’

The staff might be locals but a whopping 50 per cent of
all that Burleigh makes is exported to east Asia and 70 per
cent of the visitors to the shop are Japanese. ‘They’re often
on Burleigh pilgrimages and will spend five or six hours here,
trying out various arrangements of tableware,’ says Jemma.

Delicate work, undertaken with a light touch

The visitor centre is fascinating – a place to absorb the rich
stories from workers and explore the history of ceramics –
but the highlight of any visit is a factory tour, where you can
see the pottery in action.

Every piece of Burleigh ware goes through a complex
process. Thin, cigarette-paper tissue (imported from France,
then unrolled, trimmed to fit the ancient rollers and re-
rolled) is printed using engraved copper rollers and linseed
oil ink. Then the design is cut out by hand using craft
knives and applied to the pots with a brush and soft soap to
reduce friction and prevent the delicate paper from tearing.
The ink stains the surface of the ware, which goes through
an industrial dishwasher – the kind used in restaurants
– to remove the paper before glazing. It’s the one nod to
modernisation. ‘The trough we used to use for hand-washing
is still here,’ says the cheery lady who loads the dishwasher,
nodding towards the window where it is now in use as a
planter, overflowing with flowers.

The pottery process is alive and well here, and so is the
unique potteries’ terminology. A ‘pug’ isn’t a small dog, it’s a
large column of clay. Similarly, a ‘bat’ isn’t a flying mammal
or what you use to hit a cricket ball, it’s a slice of a pug,
ready to be flattened with a ‘bat spreader’, which turns it into
a plate. There’s the ‘jigger’ and the ‘jolley’, people ‘sprigging’
moulds and ‘fettlers’ fettling bowls with ‘diddle sticks’. This
is a world where people’s job titles are ‘Saggar Maker’s
Bottom Knocker’ and plates are ‘dottled’.

Throughout the regeneration project, the emphasis was
on ‘holistic heritage’, a term coined by Antiques Roadshow

expert Steven Moore, who is Prince’s Regeneration Trust
ambassador and Burleigh’s newly appointed creative director.
‘Nothing has been “restored”, it’s been mended,’ he explains.
‘This project isn’t just about the building, it’s also about the
people. We repaired wherever possible but with a light touch.’

This gentle approach to regeneration echoes the light
touch that the pottery workers need to use, handling
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Each piece of

Burleigh ware

passes through

25 pairs of hands

from start to finish

fragile clay forms all day in a process that has remained virtually
unchanged since the 1880s. Each piece of Burleigh ware passes
through 25 pairs of hands from start to finish and the touch of
the workers has shaped the building itself – a brass tap has been 
buffed to a high shine by clay-covered fingers and a wooden
banister polished by generations of dusty hands.

‘Things happen at Burleigh that just happen, because they
always have,’ says Steven. ‘Chris Glendinning, who is 70, shares
our studio and is the only remaining engraver, hammering
intricate patterns on to copper rollers. Sometimes, listening to the
tapping of his hammer, I get quite emotional. He’s the last one –
part of a long tradition. This is something precious and fragile.’

The work isn’t finished yet. By spring 2016, a steam engine
– the mechanical ‘heart’ that once powered the pottery – will be
up and running again. The Prince’s Regeneration Trust is now
raising funds to renovate another nearby building, The Wedgwood
Institute. Meanwhile, Burleigh is busy reviving a Victorian design
for a moustache mug that keeps facial hair dry when sipping tea.
‘It’s perfect for Movember,’ chuckles Steven.

The walls of Middleport’s shop and cafe are decorated with
huge murals of a beautiful bird design. ‘It’s “Asiatic Pheasant”, a
pattern that’s been made every day since 1862,’ Steven reveals. But
with the late afternoon sun catching its plumage, it could pass for 
a phoenix, soaring upwards across the bricks. Q

LEFT The mould maker’s bench

BELOW Teapots, lined up on ware

boards, await fettling and sponging 

before a visit to the kiln

Find out more
K VISIT

Burgess & Leigh Ltd, Middleport Pottery,

Port Street, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent,  

ST6 3PE. 01782 499766;

princes-regeneration.org/middleport-pottery

K BUY

burleigh.co.uk

K HELP

A crowd-funding appeal to restore the steam

engine was launched in July 2015. You can

pledge money at spacehive.com/steam

K READ

Middleport Memories, a new book

documenting the rich oral histories of people 

who worked at or lived near Middleport

Pottery, is out now. It costs £5 (plus P&P) 

and can be purchased at Middleport

Pottery’s visitor centre or by emailing:

middleport@princes-regeneration.org
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Or post this coupon to Plumbs Prestige Reupholstery,

Dept No. P9168 HA, Old Lancaster Lane, Preston, PR1 7PZ

Yes please, I would like a free home visit and no-obligation quotation. 

Please also send a free colour brochure and free DVD.

Yes please, send me a free colour brochure. 

MR/MRS/MISS Dept No. P9168 HA
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

ADDRESS
GIVE HOUSE NAME/NUMBER

POSTCODE
                          YOUR POSTCODE WILL HELP SPEED UP OUR REPLY

TELEPHONE
PLEASE ENTER AREA CODE WHEN REQUESTING A VISIT

EMAIL

Service available to over 98% of UK households (including Isle of Man, Jersey, Isle of Wight
and Northern Ireland). Please call to confirm availability.

uk’s reupholstery specialist
Fall in love with your favourite furniture again with
Prestige Reupholstery. Right now we are offering Half Price
Reupholstery for readers of this magazine! We will
Reupholster one item and reupholster a second for Half
Price* in a selection of fabulous designs!

We reupholster and produce hand tailored loose furniture
covers for virtually all styles of furniture including: • G Plan
• Ercol • Cintique • Buoyant • Parker Knoll • Laura Ashley
• Christie Tyler • Duresta and many more.

Totally handcrafted, your furniture will be lovingly
reupholstered from a huge range of the finest fabrics. All from
leading design houses including Sanderson, Ross, Linwood,
William Morris, Swaffer and many more.

When you request our reupholstery service, our expert
craftsmen, often local to your area, will inspect and restore
your furniture, before reupholstering it to its former glory.

Simply request a FREE design consultation and your local
Consultant will show you the Prestige range in the comfort of
your own home, with absolutely no-obligation to buy.

* Half Price Reupholstery offer on selected designs, lowest value item is reupholstered for Half Price.
Antique furniture excluded from offer. Terms and conditions apply.

Plumbs Ltd, Brookhouse Mill, Old Lancaster Lane, Preston PR1 7PZ 

half price
reupholstery
Reupholster one item, get a second Half Price

*

Arrange a free home visit and receive your
free colour brochure, call now on

01772 90 15 10
Lines open 7 days a week, quoting Dept. No P9169 HA

OFFER ENDS NEXT 21 DAYS

free replacement seat cushions

free arm covers or scatter cushion covers

www.plumbs.co.uk/prestige



Key stories in the history of

INDIAN TEXTILES

3
A PASSION  
FOR PAISLEY 
The most distinctive motif  

in Indian textiles is the 

pattern known as paisley. The 

elongated leaf design was used widely 

on shawls in Kashmir in the 16th 

century and when The East India 

Company started importing these 

to Europe from around 1800, the 

western passion for paisley took root. 

Called boteh in India, it was renamed 

paisley after the Scottish town in 

Renfrewshire that became a leading 

manufacturer of shawls in the 18th 

and 19th centuries. Paisley has since 

decorated everything from catwalk 

models to living room walls.

CLOTH OF GOLD

While this late 19th-century child’s dress from

northern India appears to be made from pure

gold thread, it has absolutely no trace of the

precious metal whatsoever. This golden

garment was made from woven fine

wires of silver wrapped around white

silk thread, known as zari, and

decorated with gota, woven

ribbons made from the

metal-wrapped thread and

stitched on to the fabric.

Many items that

look gold are rarely

made from actual gold

thread, but rather gold-

plated threads, as it would be

almost impossible to weave otherwise.

1
WEAVING  

A LEGEND 
Perhaps the most iconic photograph 
taken of Mahatma Gandhi  

(1869–1948), the political campaigner who 
fought for Indian independence from British 
rule, captures him spinning yarn and dressed 
in traditional clothing made from khadi, 
a plain cotton cloth woven by hand from 
hand-spun yarn. In the 1920s, the leader of 
the Indian independence movement urged 
Indian people to take up spinning and wearing 
khadi and to boycott imported machine-
manufactured British cloth, which was killing 
the country’s textile industry.
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From paisley to chintz to khaki, Indian textiles have been a force in fashion and furnishings

for centuries. As the V&A opens its Fabric of India exhibition, ROSANNA MORRIS considers 

some of the key moments in the country’s love affair with cloth

4COLOUR ME HAPPY

We associate rich and beautiful colours with Indian

textiles more than any other, and it comes as no

surprise that many textile dyes are made from plants native to

India. The dark blue dye was obtained from the indigo plant.

Brilliant scarlets were made from the roots of the chay plant

as well as lac, the crushed bodies and eggs of tiny female

sap-sucking scale insects (Kerria lacca or Laccifer lacca) that

are found in large numbers on tree branches. Yellows were 

made from pomegranate rind and turmeric. Other shades

were achieved by mixing these primary colours. William

Morris favoured these natural Indian plant dyes as opposed

to the cheaper and easier chemical dyes that were starting to

be used in Britain in the late 19th century. He spent a decade

working with Staffordshire silk dyer Thomas Wardle to revive

their use, introducing a small range of block printed chintzes 

influenced by the colour of Indian textiles.
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5
TIPU’S TENT
Decorative ‘Raj tents’ suited to
warm climes, in particular in the
desert state of Rajasthan, had been

used by Indian rulers since the Sultanate
period (13th–16th centuries) and were still
around at the start of the Raj – the period
of British rule that started in 1858. They
were equipped like palaces. One of the most
magnificent state tents, made of painted
chintz and measuring 58 sq m, belonged to
Sultan Tipu, ruler of the Kingdom of Mysore.
When the British defeated him at the battle of 
Seringapatam in 1799, it ended up in the
hands of Edward Clive (1754–1839), 1st Earl
of Powis and governor of Madras. He brought 
it back to his family home, Powis Castle in 
Wales, where it was used for garden parties. 
It is now owned by the National Trust.
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7HUNG TO

PERFECTION

Indian textiles have as much

significance in interiors as they do in clothing.

Fabrics were used to decorate all parts of a

room to provide colour and intrigue (in place

of artworks such as framed paintings) as

well as comfort and warmth. Great pieces

were designed to cover walls, floors and

ceilings, while cushions and folded fabrics

provided seating instead of furniture. This vast

wall hanging measuring 17m in length was

discovered abandoned in a heap on a pavement

in Brooklyn’s East Side, New York, in the 1990s

by art appraiser Jerome Burns (a small section

is shown above). The piece was so heavy that

he had to enlist the help of friends to lift it

into a van. The hanging was too large for his

home, so he gave it to the Victoria & Albert

Museum. It dates from the early 20th-century

and originates from Gujarat. The giant hanging

has three window-sized holes so it is likely that

it would once have decorated an entire room. It

has appliqué techniques depicting a parade of

people with elephants, and will be displayed as

part of the V&A’s exhibition The Fabric of India.

6
BLOCKS OF
COLOUR
Intricately carved

woodblocks made

for block-printing, the most 

common technique for

colouring cloth in India,

are artworks in their own

right and antique examples 

are collected for their

decorative appeal. While the

simplest block print involves

direct application of dye to

the cloth with one or two

blocks, the finely detailed

traditional ajrakh prints of

the Kutch district are more

complex and involve a large

number of blocks and dyes.
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8
ANCIENT SCRAPS

Archaeological fragments prove India has been

exporting fabrics to other countries for some time. A

2,000-year-old woollen fragment (part of a blanket) is one of

the earliest surviving Indian textiles. It was excavated in 1906

by archaeologist Marc Aurel Stein, who carried out expeditions

across Central Asia, India and the Middle East, particularly the

Silk Road. He found it in the abandoned oasis city of Niya in

present-day Xinjiang, China. Another two pieces were discovered 

in Egypt, one dating to the 8th century (pictured).

9A WHOLE 

NINE

YARDS
‘The sari is a very
ancient piece of dress
and very practical,’ says
Rosemary Crill, senior
curator of The Fabric
of India exhibition at
the Victoria and
Albert Museum. ‘It can
be worn straight off
the loom and there
is no need for tailoring.
The length and width
varied depending on
one’s status and wealth.
Rich women would
wear yards of excess
cloth to show off. Some
could have as much as
nine yards of fabric.’
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HEAVY METAL
Think Bollywood, India’s
Hindi language film
industry, and you think
glamour, colour, singing,
expertly choreographed
dance sequences and
exquisite costumes. At the
time of its release, Sanjay
Leela Bhansali’s 2002
film hit Devdas was the
most expensive Bollywood
film ever made and was
particularly noted for its
wardrobe. In the story of
friendship, love, marriage
and class, the dress worn
by actress Madhuri Dixit,
who played courtesan
Chandramukhi, was created
by fashion designers Abu
Jani and Sandeep Khosla,
known for reworking
traditional techniques and
creating spectacular clothes.
Inspired by Gujarati mirror-
work, the lehnga (traditional
bridal dress) they created
was encrusted with pieces of
mirror and embroidered with
gold thread. It was so heavy
that it could only be worn
for the publicity stills for the
film and a lighter version had
to be made for Dixit to wear
during filming in order to be 
able to move in it. 

10
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Collecting Indian textiles

D
ealer
Jennifer
Evans of
Jenpatola
travels to

India often to find vintage
textiles. She visits villages
in Kutch, in Gujarat, to
uncover dowry quilts, wall
hangings and other items
to bring back to the UK.

‘I collect exquisite
embroidery from Kutch,
block printing and mirror
work from Rajasthan, kantha work from West Bengal, silks from south
India and embroidered shawls from Kashmir,’ she says. It’s a real pleasure
to collect Indian textiles, as it gives you a good reason to go to an incredible
country. I enjoy wonderful experiences there, such as meeting the Rabari, a
semi-nomadic people in Gujarat. When my guide took me to their camp, they
made me tea over an open fire and milked a goat so I could have milk in it.

‘I love vintage kantha throws – layers of soft cotton sewn together with
a running stitch. I also like embroidered wall hangings and costume from
Kutch – the village women wear heavily embroidered blouse fronts and I
frame these for beautiful wall art.

‘Caring for vintage and antique textiles varies from piece to piece.
Vintage kantha throws, for example, can be cleaned in the washing machine,
while some silk can be hand washed. Embroidered wall hangings will need
an occasional good shake. All will fade in bright sunlight so consider this
when displaying pieces, although it can add to the charm.’

Textile expert Jennifer Evans recommends where to buy and how to preserve fabric finds

INDIAN TEXTILE TERMS

Textiles from India have had a

big impact on British furnishings,

dress and design over the centuries. 

Recognise these words?

 Calico – plain-woven textile made
from unbleached cotton originating in
Calicut in southwestern India.

 Chintz – associated with floral
teacups and curtains, it originally referred
only to colourful cotton fabric made in 
India, usually hand-painted and
resist-dyed, for the English market.

 Dungaree – the wardrobe staple of
the sartorially savvy today, this garment
is named after the Hindi word for a
coarse cotton twill originally used for
hardwearing clothes such as overalls.

 Khaki – strong brownish-yellow
cotton or wool fabric from the Urdu word 
khak, meaning dust.

 Pyjama – while we think of
sleeping attire, the word originates from
India where it means loose trousers tied
by a drawstring – from the Persian words
pāy jāma, leg garment. 

 Seersucker – a light cotton fabric
with a puckered surface. The name
derives from the Persian words šir o
šakar, meaning ‘milk and sugar’.r

WHERE TO SEE

K Ashmolean Museum, Beaumont Street,

Oxford, OX1 2PH. 01865 278000;

ashmolean.org

K Powis Castle, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 8RF.

01938 551944; nationaltrust.org.uk/powis-

castle/

K Victoria and Albert Museum, Cromwell

Road, London, SW7 2RL. The Fabric of

India exhibition runs from 3rd October to

10th January 2016. 020 7942 2000;

vam.ac.uk/fabricofindia

WHAT TO READ

K Fashion India by Phyllida Jay (Thames

& Hudson, 2015)

K Indian Textiles by John Gillow

(Thames & Hudson, 2014)

K Indian Textiles: The Karun Thakar

Collection by John Guy and Rosemary Crill

(Prestel, 2014)

K The Fabric of India by Rosemary Crill

(V&A Publishing, 2015)

K The Sari by Mukulika Banerjee and Daniel 

Miller (Berg, 2008)

K The Sari: Styles, Patterns, History,

Techniques by Linda Lynton and Sanjay 

Singh (Thames & Hudson, 2002)

WHERE TO BUY

K Antique Textile Fair, Armitage Centre,

Fallowfield, Manchester, M14 6HE.

0207 923 0331; textilesociety.org.uk

K Barbie Campbell Cole, 7 Churton Place,

London, SW1V 2LN (by appointment plus

three fairs a year on Textiles & Jewellery

from Asia & Africa). 020 7834 7474.

barbiecampbellcole-textiles.com

K Cloth House, 47 Berwick Street, London,

W1F 8SJ. 020 7437 5155; clothhouse.com

K Jenpatola. 01244 540003, 07753 997039;

jenpatola.com

K London Antique Textiles, Vintage Costumes,

Carpets & Tribal Art Fair, Olympia Hilton

Hotel, London, W14 8NL. 020 8543 3028;

pa-antiques.co.uk
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Vintage Rabari

wedding shawl

BELOW A woman working with handmade wooden frames

for spinning khaki thread in Jaipur
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READER OFFER

Terms and conditions Immediate Media Company Limited (publisher of Homes & Antiques) would like to send you newsletters, together with special offers and other promotions. Please tick here if

you’d like to receive these by email text message post telephone . Your contract for supply of goods is with JEM Marketing. Please add P&P for mainland UK only – some exclusions apply.

Delivery time is 7–21 days but please allow up to 28 days. Lines open 9am–5.30pm, Monday to Friday. Calls will be charged at 10p per minute from a standard BT landline. Calls from other networks  

may vary and calls from mobiles may be more.

Get ready for winter and make great savings on mattress toppers and stylish fire screens

COMPLEMENT YOUR FIREPLACE 
WITH THESE STYLISH FIRE
SCREENS FROM £148 PLUS 

£4.95 P&P

These fireguards will perfectly

complement any fireplace. The frame

has been constructed from heavy

wrought iron and comes complete

with two sturdy feet for total stability 

and a mesh screen. It has been

designed to be placed in front of an

open fire to protect from flying sparks 

or embers, as well as ensuring a

safe distance is kept from the fire by 

children or pets.

INDULGE YOURSELF WITH  
A LUXURIOUS FEATHER AND
DOWN MATTRESS TOPPER

FROM £44.99 PLUS £3.95 P&P

These sumptuous, 233-thread count

cotton cambric mattress toppers are

filled to a depth of 5cm with duck feather

and down. Square pocket construction

prevents uneven distribution.

SAVE ON WINTER WARMERS

ORDER NOW
CALL: 01483 204416 quoting 

HMA032 (have you credit card 

details and security code ready)

ONLINE: shopatjem.co.uk/

homesantiques

BY POST: Complete the form 

and send it to: Homes &

Antiques Reader Offer HMA032,

JEM Marketing, JEM House,

Littlemead, Cranleigh, Surrey,

GU6 8ND. Cheques should be 

made payable to JEM Marketing, 

with HMA032 written on the back

Title Name

Address

Postcode   Telephone

Email

I enclose a cheque/PO (no cash, please) for £ made payable to  

JEM Marketing, with HMA032 written on the back, in full payment

Description

Fire screen

Mattress topper

Postage

talTo

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

QtyQricePr

148£1

220£2

44.99£4

54.99£5

64.99£6

79.99£7

mallSm

argeLa

ngleSi

oubleD

ngKi

uperkingSu

TOTAL AMOUNTTOTA OUNT

Available in the following sizes:

O Single mattress topper, 90 x 190cm

(35 x 75in), £44.99 (RRP £89.99)

O Double mattress topper, 137 x 190cm

(54 x 75in), £54.99 (RRP £109.99)

O King-size mattress topper, 150 x 200cm 

(59 x 79in), £64.99 (RRP £129.99)

O Superking mattress topper, 180 x 200cm 

(70 x 78in), £79.99 (RRP £159.99)

Available in two sizes:

O Small (H57.5 x W70 x D17cm), £148

O Large (H65 x W82 x D12cm),£220
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THIS IMAGE The Ivy,

with its iconic stained

glass and art deco-

style signage, has

stood on the same site

since it was founded

as a small cafe in

1917 FACING PAGE

The interior had not

changed since a refit

by architect MJ Long

in 1990. The Bridget

Riley painting (top left)

fetched the most of

any piece in the sale



THE IVY
LEAGUE
When London restaurant The Ivy was stripped 

out ahead of its facelift, the resulting auction 

saw everything, even the sign for the ladies’, 

fetch outstanding results. ALICE HANCOCK 

uncovers a story to dine out on

D
a
vi

d
 G

ri
ff

e
n
; 
B

ri
d
g
e
t 

R
il
e
y;

 A
ll
 i
m

a
g
e
s 

c
o
u
rt

e
sy

 o
f 

S
o
th

e
b
y’

s

H&A NOV EM BER 2015 145

H&A Sale Story



hen Andrew Lloyd Webber 
commissioned Ronnie Wood 
to paint a Victorian-style 
portrait of contemporary 
London society in 2001,  
the scene that the Rolling 

Stone chose to depict was of a night at The Ivy. On the 
triptych canvas Mick Jagger chatters away with Sir Tom 
Stoppard and Joan Collins is pictured sipping tea, while 
Salman Rushdie, Elton John and Lulu all look out from 
behind starched white tablecloths and Kate Moss is shown 
kicking back and revealing rather a lot of leg.

Such is The Ivy, the much-loved restaurant in the heart  
of London’s theatreland that grew from a small Italian cafe 
to an A-list haunt renowned for its shepherd’s pie, iconic 
stained glass windows and impossibly long reservation list.

When owner Richard Caring and director Fernando 
Peire announced that they would be stripping out The Ivy’s 
interiors and selling pieces in aid of Child Bereavement UK 
(‘every institution needs to reinvent itself from time to time,’ 
says Fernando), the auction room for the ensuing sale at 
Sotheby’s was full to bursting. 

Given its loyal and star-studded following, that was 
no surprise. ‘We had as many people as we could get in,’ 
remembers Simon Hucker, the British art specialist who 
worked on the sale. ‘All the chairs were out, all the phones 
were busy and it was packed out at the sides and back.’

The auction was a white-glove sale – meaning that all 
the items went – and perhaps the term has never been so 
apposite. The loyal artistic clientele made sure that every 
lot sold well above its estimate. A stack of 10 napkins sold 
for £2,750 (over an estimate of £60–£80); the entrance mat 
went for £3,125 (estimated at £30–£50); and the Edwardian 
cloakroom tip tray had a hammer price of £875 (estimate 
£80–£120). Most astoundingly the sign for the ladies’ loos, 
which had been in situ since the 1920s, fetched £7,500, 
making the £100–£150 estimate seem positively meagre.

From humble beginnings

When The Ivy first started as a poky and unlicensed Italian 
eatery in 1917, its low prices and long opening hours made 
it popular with West End actors, hungry after hours of 
treading the boards. The name was born after an off-the-
cuff comment by the actress and ex-Moulin Rouge chorus 
girl Alice Delysia (1889–1979). On overhearing the original 
owner Abel Giandellini apologising to a customer for
inconvenient building works, she told him not to worry
about losing custom. ‘We will cling together like the
ivy,’ she said, quoting a line from a popular song.

Soon the likes of Laurence Olivier and Vivien
Leigh, Harold Pinter, Marlene Dietrich and Noel
Coward became habitués (the latter was a regular
who first visited aged 20 and whose Portrait of a Man,

Jamaica sold for £8,750 in the Sotheby’s sale). As a
result, it became affectionately known to its thespian
clientele as ‘the works canteen’.

In the latter half of the 20th century, the restaurant
fell on less illustrious times, until it was taken over by
Jeremy King and Chris Corbin, businessmen who have

made a successful habit of restoring faded restaurants. In 
1990 they commissioned architect MJ Long to recreate The 
Ivy’s lost grandeur and exclusivity. Her brief for what became 
the iconic doors (also sold in the sale for £27,500 over an 
estimate of £800–£1,200) was that they should not be too 
inviting – on the grounds that the harder it seemed to get in, 
the more sought after tables would become. So hallowed did 
it appear that Fernando Peire, who became maître d’ under 
Corbin and King and returned as director in 2007, originally 
thought it was a holy place. ‘My earliest memory of The Ivy 
is walking past and thinking it must be a building owned by 
the church because of all the stained glass,’ he recalls. 

For serious collectors the appeal of The Ivy sale was  
that its clientele also included a roster of renowned British 
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WINED AND DINED
This Drakes Silversmiths serving

trolley was made circa 1930 by a

London-based firm of hotel and

restaurant silver-plate furnishers. It

sold for £2,000 (est. £300–£500)

The tip tray from the

gentlemen’s cloakroom

is one of the remaining

pieces from the

restaurant’s earliest

incarnation. It was

made around 1920 and

sold for £875 over an

estimate of £80–£120

A pair of beechwood and

leather bergères look

art deco but were in fact

made for the 1990 refit.

Regardless of their age,

they sold for £5,250 on

an estimate of

£800–£1,200

One of the oldest pieces

in the auction was the

Ladies sign made by KFM

Engineering Company. It

sold for £7,500, 75 times

its lower estimate

The top lots from The Ivy’s sale were some of the least expected

Ten napkins 

emblazoned with

the restaurant’s

name in its iconic

font sold for £2,750,

more than 45 times

their lower estimate

of £60. The new

napkins are white

All the chairs were out, the phones

were busy and the auction room was

packed out at the sides and back

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE The Ivy 

today, redesigned by Martin Brudnizki whose 

portfolio reads like a guide to the capital’s 

most desirable restaurants; Tom Phillips’s 

1990 panels, The Professionals, remains in 

place, overlooking tables by the main door; 

US Vogue editor Anna Wintour (left) and Kate 

Moss celebrate London Fashion Week 2009 at 

The Ivy; Peter Blake’s Marilyn Monroe White 

No. 7 sold for £32,500  BELOW LEFT The 

bar from the private room (cut mirror glass and 

marble), with two cocktail shakers and a pair 

of champagne buckets designed for The Ivy in 

1990 by Future Systems
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artists who gifted artworks to the restaurant under a scheme
that Fernando christened ‘eating your picture’. As a result the
dining room featured work by Howard Hodgkin, Peter Blake
and Allen Jones as well as an unusual Bridget Riley painting
designed specifically to mirror The Ivy’s multi-coloured
stained glass. ‘If I could have taken one piece home it would
have been the Riley,’ says Simon Hucker. ‘It was completely
unique to The Ivy.’ It also became the sale’s most expensive
lot, fetching £413,000. ‘For most of the sale the bidding was
fun and furious,’ remembers Simon. ‘But for the Riley it was 
a bit more serious.’

The ‘fun’ side of the auction was born not only of
the drama created by Sotheby’s Europe chairman Henry
Wyndham, who took the podium that night, but also thanks
to the affordable estimates. With sets of hock glasses holding
estimates of just £50–£70 and champagne buckets by
architectural practice Future Systems from the 1990 redesign
at £100–£150, it seemed that anyone might be able to own
a piece of the London institution. ‘It’s hard to estimate sales 

THE IVY REVIVED
The genius of the architect MJ Long’s 1990s restoration of the

restaurant was that while much of the furnishing was new, it was true

to the style of The Ivy’s heyday in the 1930s. To reincarnate The Ivy

once again, current owner Richard Caring asked Martin Brudnizki,

the interiors architect responsible for refurbishments of other London

institutions such as Annabel’s and Le Caprice, to take charge. The

original stained glass and many of the artworks remain (such as a

Damien Hirst and the Barry Flanagan hare sculpture), but otherwise

the place has been renewed with Lalique-style lamps, a glass and

brass bar infused with art deco style, and plush pink velvet bar stools.

‘The interior looked, from day one, like it had been there for ever,’ says

director Fernando Peire. He is right to be pleased. The new Ivy has been

receiving rave reviews with one critic calling it ‘an unmitigated triumph’.

that are going to get reactions like this,’ says Simon. ‘We tend 
to price towards the object and hope that the provenance
gives it that bit extra. The tip tray, for example, was just
a battered 1920s tip tray but the good will of the bidders
knocked it far over the estimate.’

In 1997 food critic AA Gill confirmed The Ivy’s status by
writing a book about it, calling it ‘the pre-eminent club of
the British theatre’. Referring to the waiting time for a
reservation, he wrote: ‘a table at The Ivy is one of the most
sought after pieces of furniture in London’. His comment was
more prescient than might have been expected, for when the
hammer came down on lot 426, ‘Table Six from The Ivy’ (the
complete set of armchairs, table and place settings of what
had been of the best tables in the house) it was at more than
six times its estimate.

‘It’s just a shame that neither the windows nor the people
were for sale,’ reflects designer Nicky Haslam, who since his
first visit in 1955 has been an Ivy regular. ‘Otherwise I would 
have snapped them up.’ Q

The bidding was fun and furious,but

for the Riley it was a bit more serious

FAR LEFT The

famous doors of The

Ivy, through which

many a celebrity

has stepped,

are removed by

Sotheby’s staff

ahead of the sale

LEFT The staircase

up to The Ivy’s wood-

panelled private

room is lit by the

historic harlequin

stained glass 

windows
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Over 35 years of quality British craftsmanship

Extensive fabric and customisation options

Luxury 14cm deep mattresses on all our sofa beds

Exceptional value compared to the high street

Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds

The Downton Sofa/Sofa Bed in Textured Chenille Duck Egg

Call 0845 468 0577
Žƌ ǀŝƐŝƚ ǁŝůůŽǁĂŶĚŚĂůůĐŽƵŬ�ĂŶƟƋƵĞƐ
ƚŽ ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ ĨƌĞĞ ƐĂŵƉůĞƐ� Ă ĐĂƚĂůŽŐƵĞ
ĂŶĚ ƐŚŽǁƌŽŽŵ ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ

Visit www.fellows.co.uk to view the full
calendar of auctions and sign up to bid

fellowsauctions

Vintage Jewellery & Accessories
Monday 2nd November

Auctioneers & Valuers
Antiques | Jewellery | Watches

Jewellery Quarter Saleroom | 0121 212 2131
Mayfair London Office | 020 7127 4198

Featuring in the next auction 

REGENT 3 SEATER SOFA
WAS £1599 - NOW ONLY £999

To view our entire range or to order your free colour brochure
call 01443 771222 or visit www.thomaslloyd.com

Great British
Furniture

Makers of Fine Leather Furniture for Generations

● British Standard tested and approved ● Made in our own UK
factory ● Direct from the factory prices ● 21 day money-back

promise ● 2 year construction guarantee





DECEMBER 

ISSUE ON  

SALE 12th 

NOVEMBER

K How to use gilded antiques

to create a magical Christmas

K Celebrity chefs reveal their

tips for festive entertaining

K The only guide you’ll need

to buying antique, vintage 

and one off presents

K Shopping, decorating, homes

inspiration and much more! 
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TRAVEL DIARY
November ELEANOR O’KANE picks stately

destinations for day trips and breaks

THE COTSWOLDS

ARTS AND CRAFTS 

PILGRIMAGE

H
olding one of the country’s most significant
Arts and Crafts collections, The Wilson
art gallery and museum in Cheltenham is a

Mecca for fans of the movement. The museum’s app
allows visitors to learn more about the wonderful
pieces on display through videos and audio clips. The
app also highlights key buildings in the Cotswolds
built and furnished by the movement’s leading lights,
such as Ernest Barnsley’s Rodmarton Manor. The free
Cotswolds Arts & Crafts Museum app is available on
iTunes and Google Play.
* 01242 237431; artsandcraftsmuseum.org.uk

PERTHSHIRE

SCOTTISH SPLENDOUR

S
cone Palace in Perth is one of Scotland’s
finest stately homes and definitely one for 
your must-visit list. The historic castle was
the setting for the coronation of Scottish 

kings, including Macbeth in 1040, Robert the
Bruce in 1306 and Charles II, who was the last
king to be crowned here in 1651. Until the 13th
century, monarchs were crowned on the ancient
and mystical Stone of Scone, also known as the
Stone of Destiny, which is now at Edinburgh Castle.
Over the centuries, the house’s esteemed owners
collected precious objects as they travelled the world
and today the palace is brimming with antiques
that make up one of the best private collections in
Britain. With the Galloway Antiques & Fine Art 
Fair taking place at the palace from 6th-8th
November, it’s an ideal time to visit and discover 
the house’s many riches.

Perthshire has plenty to content heritage 
hunters and, as it’s autumn, we suggest a walk
among the region’s beautiful and ancient forests.
The Fortingall Yew in the churchyard of the pretty
village of Fortingall is the oldest living organism
in Europe and could be up to 9,000 years old,
while the Birnam Oak in Dunkeld is the last 
survivor of an area of woodland described in the
pages of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. Dunkeld also has
connections to Beatrix Potter, who spent summers 
at nearby Dalguise House as a child.
* 01738 552300; scone-palace.co.uk; visitscotland.com

Now home to 

the 8th Earl of 

Mansfield, Scone 

Palace was where 

Scottish kings were 

once crowned

At 150ft in length it s easy to see how the LongAt 150ft in length it’s easy to see how the Long

Gallery got its name. Its polished wooden floor was once

used to give Prince Albert a demonstration of curling 

Macbeth, the 11th-

century Scottish king

who gave his name

to Shakespeare’s

play. It’s believed his

life and personality

differ widely from the

literary depiction.

ABOVE It took Ernest Barnsley and his fellow

craftsmen 20 years to build Rodmarton Manor

RIGHT An Ernest Gimson-designed clergy chair
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LAKE DISTRICT

COSY RETREAT

B
efore the demands of the impending festive season –
all the shopping lists, stuffing and stockings, not to
mention the decorations – start to weigh too heavily

on your mind, give yourself a break and retreat to a hotel for 
the weekend. Askham Hall is tucked away in a peaceful spot
near Penrith, once the capital of Cumbria. The Grade I-listed
building dates back to the 13th century and is the perfect 
place for an indulgent short break. The calming interiors
include roll-top baths, four-poster beds, Spanish tiles and
cosy nooks where you can curl up with a book and shut
the world out. If you really love it, we suggest you blow the
festive budget and book yourself in until early 2016.
* 01931 712350; askhamhall.co.uk

EAST ANGLIA

A NOVEL GETAWAY

D
id you know that Norwich is a
UNESCO listed city of literature?
It’s one of only 11 in the world

(Edinburgh is another) and was bestowed

the honour due to its bookish traditions.

If you’re visiting the city and love a good

tale, take a detour to Felbrigg Hall, some

20 miles north of the city. The house is

filled with curious objects and many of the

rooms contain story boxes that reveal more

about Felbrigg and the people who lived

there. One of the highlights is the Gothic

library, which contains around 5,000 books

including a copy of Samuel Johnson’s

A Dictionary of the English Language.

* 01263 837444;

nationaltrust.org.uk/felbrigg-hall

The English poet,

essayist and editor

Dr Samuel Johnson

was the son of a

bookseller and

became one of

the 18th century’s

greatest literary

figures. Prone to

bouts of melancholy, 

he surrounded

himself with a wide

circle of friends.

ABOVE Norwich’s

Felbrigg Hall is home to

a staggering collection

of grand tour paintings

RIGHT The atmospheric

Gothic Library

SHROPSHIRE

FOODIE FORAGE

I
f there is an upside to the fact that summer is now a
distant memory, it’s the opportunity to pull on some
wellies and go for a bracing tramp through rust-

coloured leaves scattered across the landscape. If you’re
the sort of person for whom wild foraging appeals but
only if it’s followed by fine dining at the end of the day,
a forthcoming weekend at Weston Park is for you. On
7th and 8th November the 17th-century stately home
on the Shropshire-Staffordshire border is running an
Autumn Flavours Dine & Stay weekend. Stroll in the
estate’s Capability Brown-designed parkland and enjoy
gourmet food in the grand surroundings of the art and
antiques-filled house. You’ll have to do some of the
work, however, as the weekend includes an expert-led
wild forage and cookery class.
* 01952 852100; weston-park.com

ABOVE The

landscaped

gardens of

Askham Hall

RIGHT Find

sanctuary in

one of the hall’s

luxurious rooms
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The American potter and designer Jonathan Adler

shares his favourite hotspots on both sides of the Atlantic

THE INSIDE 
TRACK
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Starting his career in

ceramics, Jonathan

Adler’s collections now

include decorative

objects, tableware,

bedding, bath

accessories, gifts,

candles, furniture, rugs,

pillows and lighting

(uk.jonathanadler.com)

THE BROKEN 

KILOMETER, 

DIA ART 

FOUNDATION 

I’m lucky to live in New 

York, where the best 

people, food and shopping 

are just around the corner. 

My favourite place in 

New York is The Broken 

Kilometer in Soho. It’s  

a Dia Art Foundation 

long-term installation  

on West Broadway. It’s 

empty and fantastic.

* 001 212 989 5566; diaart.org
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CLARIDGE’S,

LONDON

I am first and foremost

a potter and this is

about the least potter-ish

answer I could possibly

give but whenever I’m in

London I make a point of

staying at Claridge’s. It’s

my little treat to myself

for years of hard work

behind the wheel.

* 020 7629 8860; claridges.co.uk

EAU PALM 

BEACH, 

FLORIDA

When family and friends 

visit us in Palm Beach, I 

always have them stay at 

Eau Palm Beach. It’s chic, 

glamorous, sparkly, crisp, 

and fresh – like lemon sorbet 

for your soul. And I’m not 

just saying that because  

I designed all the rooms.

* 001 561 533 6000; 

eaupalmbeach.com

SHELTER 

ISLAND, 

NEW YORK

Shelter Island is where 

my partner and I built 

our dream house. We 

come up here to hike, 

paddleboard, read and 

watch TV (not all at the 

same time). It’s where 

I go to relax with the 

people and things I  

love most in the world.   

* iloveny.com

EAST 10TH 

STREET, 

NEW  

YORK CITY

If you’re in New York, you’d be 

mad not to stroll along East 

10th Street between Broadway 

and University and pop into 

the antiques shops. There are 

so many things to inspire you, 

whether you’re on a budget or 

looking to splurge. There’s no 

need to go to Paris when you 

can find all the best bits at 

shops like Maison Gerard  

and Bernd Goeckler. 

* maisongerard.com; 

bgoecklerantiques.com

SANT 

AMBROEUS, 

NEW YORK

My favourite place to dine? I can’t pick 

just one. I love [Italian restaurant] Sant 

Ambroeus; their elephant-ear cookies are 

solely responsible for any back fat I may 

have. Brunch at Dover Street Market is a 

ritual when I’m in the city on the weekend. 

And Vine Street Café on Shelter Island 

is the best restaurant in the Hamptons. 

I like simple food – my idea of heaven 

is a roast chicken followed by an apple 

pie. No one wants foams, reductions and 

deconstructions, even if they say they do.

* 001 212 966 2770; 

santambroeus.com
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Visit the Yorkshire town for a vintage spa experience and 

indulge your appetite for afternoon tea and antiques  

while you’re there, says ELEANOR O’KANE

Let’s visit…

HARROGATE

T
he Victorians got the spa
experience just right. No
kale-green smoothies and
hot yoga for them; it was
all about promenades in

the park followed by hot, buttered buns
and a pot of tea. The first mineral spa
was discovered in the Yorkshire town of
Harrogate in the 16th century but it was
during the Victorian era that it became
a fashionable place to take the waters.
Members of every European Royal family
visited and legend has it Princess Alix of 
Hesse (granddaughter of Queen Victoria)
liked to race her sister Victoria through
the streets in their bath chairs. From then,
the town’s reputation for clean air and
reviving waters grew, with fashionable
city dwellers frequenting the town’s
elegant boutiques and tea rooms between
hydrotherapy sessions. To find out more
about the spa traditions, visit the Royal
Pump Room Museum.

The town’s genteel traditions are kept
alive today by Harrogate’s best-loved and
most enduring businesses. Woods Fine
Linens (woodsfinelinens.com) opened
in 1885, when it was originally called
Woods of Harrogate, and soon became
known for its exceptional textiles. A

year later, in 1886, the famous purveyors
of Yorkshire Tea, Taylors of Harrogate
(taylorsofharrogate.co.uk) began trading.

Refined refreshments are a local
institution and the town’s most famous
teashop has to be Betty’s (bettys.co.uk).
It was established in 1919 by Frederick
Belmont, a Swiss baker, who wanted to
put an English spin on European café
culture. If you’re feeling indulgent, try
the Fat Rascal, a super-sized and fruity
regional creation that’s somewhere
between a scone and a rock cake. And
don’t forget to take home some Farah’s
toffee (farrahs.com). Sold in classic blue
tins, it was first made in 1840 to help spa-
goers replace the rotten-egg taste of the
spa water.

You’ll find Betty’s in the Montpellier 
Quarter (montpellierharrogate.com)
and once fortified with a strong brew
and pastry, you’ll be ready to explore.
The quarter is home to the town’s many
antiques shops and galleries. Whether
you’re after a 19th-century Windsor chair
or some new cushions, you’re bound
to find them here. For some fresh air,
take a stroll in the Grade II-listed Valley
Gardens, where many of the springs were
discovered. The Stray is another green

oasis: 200 acres of parkland created
in 1778. And if you’re starting your
Christmas shopping early, make a beeline
for either the Pavilions of Harrogate
Antiques & Fine Art Fair on 1st
November (pavilionsofharrogate.co.uk)
or the Yorkshire Antiques and Art Fair
the following week (antiquesfairs.com).
* 01423 537300; visitharrogate.co.uk

What do you get when you cross a 12th-century Cistercian abbey, Jacobean
architecture, 18th-century landscaping and Victorian planting? Answer: an
extraordinary UNESCO World Heritage site – Studley Royal Park near Ripon.
Pay it a visit and the challenge you face will be deciding what to do first: explore
the hauntingly beautiful ruins of Fountains Abbey (right), wander around Sir
Stephen Proctor’s 17th-century mansion Fountains Hall, go deer spotting in the
parkland or follow the art trail, which until 29th November will see the follies 
dotted throughout the water garden transformed by artists and designers.
* 01765 608888; nationaltrust.org.uk/fountains-abbey

DON’T MISS

FOUNTAINS ABBEY AND STUDLEY ROYAL  

WATER GARDEN, NEAR RIPON
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RUDDING PARK

Enjoy Yorkshire country

living a stone’s throw 

from Harrogate

Set in 2,000 verdant acres, Rudding Park

Hotel combines elegant features, sumptuous

furnishings and colour-infused contemporary

touches. Although the origins of the first

house to be built on the site remain a mystery, 

the parkland was sculpted by renowned

landscape designer Humphry Repton in 1788.

Construction on the current house began in

1805 and, when work stalled, architect Robert

Dennis Chantrell, a pupil of Sir John Soane, 

stepped in to finish the job.

Now the building’s traditional features

and rolling parkland it sits in are the stage for

rooms furnished with contemporary fabrics

and art, and bathrooms containing roll-top

baths. There’s also a gym and golf course but

the favourite spot for guests is the library,

with its darkly painted shelves providing a

background for the vibrant seating and rows

of books pleasingly arranged by jacket colour.

The kitchen garden has been created in

partnership with Matthew Wilson, a former

curator at nearby RHS Harlow Carr. No less

than 52 raised beds, fashioned from English

oak planks, contain over 100 herbs, salads

and edible flowers that supply the restaurant.

* 01423 871350; ruddingpark.co.uk

GET AWAY…

FROM TOP Pristine grounds surround

Harrogate’s Rudding Park Hotel; luxuriate in

the elegant opulence of the hotel’s rooms
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Betty’s tea

room; Fountains Abbey Park; The Montpellier

Quarter is packed with antiques shops; see

the russet shades in Valley Gardens; the

Royal Pump Room museum; Montpellier Hill

TURN  
THE PAGE  

FOR UK  

FAIR  

DATES

H&A NOV EM BER 2015 157



NORTH &
SCOTLAND
30th October-1st The Pavilions of

Harrogate Antiques & Fine Art Fair,

The Pavilions of Harrogate, Railway

Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire,

HG2 8NZ. 11am-5pm. £5. 01278 

784912; cooperevents.com

6th-8th Galloway Antiques & Fine

Art Fair, Scone Palace, Perth, PH2

6BD. 10.30am-5pm. £5. 01423

522122; gallowayfairs.co.uk

7th Collectors & Record Fair,

Caroline Social Club, Caroline St,

Saltaire, West Yorkshire, BD18 3JZ.

10am-3.30pm. 50p. 07985 181120; 

roseandbrownvintage.co.uk

18th Chic Vintique Fair, The Witham,

Horsemarket, Barnard Castle, DL12

8LY. 10am-3.30pm. 50p. 07779 

342782; brevents.co.uk

21st-22nd Edinburgh Antiques &

Collectors Fair, The Royal Highland

Centre, Ingliston, EH28 8NB. 10am-

4.30pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun. £4.

01636 676531; b2bevents.info

22nd Then & Now Fair Christmas

Extravaganza, The Glenesk Hotel,

Edzell, Brechin DD9 7TF. Free.

10.30am-4.30pm. 07541 442556;

28th Antiques & Collectors Fair,

St George’s Hall, Liverpool, L1 1JJ.

9.30am-4pm. £2.50. 07932 844130; 

WEST & WALES
1st Liberty Green Antiques &

Collectables Fair, Beaufort Park

Hotel, Mold, CH7 6RQ. 9am-4pm.  

£1. 07572 109520;

libertygreenantiques.co.uk

1st Brocante, Crocadon Farm,

St Mellion, Saltash, Cornwall, PL12 

6RL. 10am-3pm. Free. 01579

350096; crocadonfarm.co.uk

1st, 15th & 29th Bath Vintage &

Antiques Market, Green Park Station, 

Green Park Road, Bath, BA1 1JB.

9.30am-4pm Free. 07711 900095; 

vintageandantiques.co.uk

5th Vintage & Antiques Fayre,

Clarence Hall, Beaufort Street,

Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1BN.

10am-4pm. 07977 846509;  

facebook.com/

VintageAndAntiqueFayres

7th Vintage Jumble Sale,

Rangeworthy Village Hall, Emerson 

Way, South Glouchestershire,

BS37 7LZ. 10am-1pm. Free.

vintageandhandmade.co.uk

7th-8th Vintage Textile Sale, Village

Hall, Lydeard St Lawrence, nr Taunton, 

Somerset, TA4 3SE. 10am-3pm.  

Free. 07879 428654;

thewasherwoman.blogspot.co.uk

8th Lostwithiel Antique & Collectors

Fair, Lostwithiel Community Centre, ,

Cornwall, PL22 0HE. 10am-4.30pm. 

50p. 01736 793213

8th Carmarthen Antiques and

Flea Market, United Counties

Showground, Carmarthen SA33 5DR.

10am-5pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun. £4.

01267 236569; towyevents.co.uk

8th Vintage Village, Stockport

Covered Market Hall, Market Place,

Stockport, SK1 1EU. 10am-4pm. £2. 

thevintagevillage.co.uk

13th-15th Shepton Mallet Antiques,

Vintage & Collectors Fair, Royal Bath

& West Showground, Shepton Mallet,

BA4 6QN. Opening times vary. £10

Fri, £5 Sat & Sun. 01636 702326; 

iacf.co.uk

14th The Christmas 2015 Roxy

Vintage and Handmade Fair, St

Andrews Church House, Church

Street, Cheddar, BS27 3RE. 9.30am-

3pm. £1. 07968 782719; facebook.

com/roxyvintageandhandmadefair 

21st-22nd International Westpoint

Antiques & Collectors Fair, Devon

County Showground, Exeter, EX5 1DJ.

8.30am-5pm Sat, 10am-5pm Sun.

£5 (£10 before 10am on Sat). 01584 

873634; continuityfairs.co.uk

28th Christmas Vintage Bazaar,

The Corn Exchange, Market Place,

Devizes, SN10 1HS. 9.30am-3.30pm.

£2. thevintagebazaar.blogspot.co.uk

29th Purbeck Antiques & Collectors

Fair, Furzebrook Hall, Furzebrook,

Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5AR.

10am-4pm. £1. 01929 761398; 

purbeckantiquesfairs.co.uk

SOUTH
1st The London Vintage Fashion, 

Textiles & Accessories Fair,

Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street, 

London, W6 9JU. 8am-5pm. £5

(£10 before 10am). 020 8543 3028;  

pa-antiques.co.uk

1st The Vintage Institute Vintage

Jumble Sale, Loxwood (North) Village

Hall, Guildford Road, Billingshurst,

West Sussex, RH14 0SF. 10.30am-

2.30pm. £1. 01403 782968.

3rd-4th Ardingly International

Antiques & Collectors Fair, South of

England Showground, Ardingly, West

Sussex, RH17 6TL. £20 Tue, £5 Wed. 

01636 702326; iacf.co.uk

2nd-8th Winter Olympia Art &

Antiques Fair, Olympia, London,

W14 8UX. Opening times vary. £15

(£30 collector’s preview). 0871 620 

7062; olympia-antiques.com

7th Antiques & Collectors Fair, Mill

Hill Village, St Paul’s Church Hall,

The Ridgeway, London, NW7 1QU.

9am-4pm. £1. 07887 648255; 

marcelfairs.com

7th Vintage & Very Nice Market

Bazaar, The Assembly Rooms,

North Street, Chichester, PO19 1LQ.

10am-5pm. Free. 01243 531074; 

vintageandverynice.co.uk

FAIR DATES
November

Our guide to some of the best fairs around

the country this month, from fine art to

antique furniture, from vintage textiles to

luxury gifts. We’ve also arranged some

special 2-for-1 ticket offers for H&A readers
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Kitchenware – for

decorative and

practical purposes

– is popular at

vintage fairs

everywhere



EAST STREET, PETWORTH, WEST SUSSEX

Impressive Grade II listed building � 2 large showrooms at ground level
� extensive cellar � balanced residential accommodation over 2 floors � open plan 

living space of kitchen/dining/living room � 3 bedrooms � 2 bathrooms

Guide £795,000

daniel.clay@savills-smithsgore.co.uk 01798 343111

patrick@countryhousecompany.co.uk  02392 633026

GEORGIAN RESIDENCE
WITH COMMERCIAL SHOWROOMS

www.kirkdale.co.uk
FOR A FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999

TRADITIONALLY
THE FINEST FURNITURE

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Windsor 3 seater

sofa was £849 -

NOW ONLY £699

The UK's
& EURO
Biggest &gg Best
Antiques&CollectorsFairs

Offer register www.iacf.co.uk/offers

12noon - 5pm £10 (Friday ticket allows
entry Sat & Sun) Sat 9am - 5pm £5 O Sun 10am - 4pm £5

Royal Bath & West Showground SOMERSET Sat nav BA4 6QN

Largest Antiques, Collectors &
Vintage Fair in the West

Fri 13 to Sun 15 Nov
Fri 15 to Sun 17 Jan 2016

Fri

Larges

WEEKEND

30 mins

from 

Bristol

on 9 Nov OMon 7 Mar 2016r
8am-10am £10 O 10am onwards £5

(Adjacent to the Newark Air Museum &
Newark & Nottinghamshire Showground)

Drove Lane, Newark, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE Sat nav NG24 2NY

ONE DAY MONDAY FAIRY

Mo

The
D L N k

Runway

Monday
AT NEWARK

The Largest International Fair
he South of England

am - 5pm £20 (Tues ticket allows
ry on Weds) Weds 8am - 4pm £5
Gatwick O 40 mins from Brighton

South of England Showgroundg WEST SUSSEX Sat nav RH17 6TL

Tues 3 & Wed 4 Nov
ues 5 & Wed 6 Jan 2016

in t

Tues 9
ent

12 miles from G

Tu
INTERNATIONAL

1 hour South

of London

Sun 6 Dec O Sun 7 Feb 2016
8am - 9.30am £12 O 9.30am - 4.30pm £6
lexandra Palace Way LONDON Sat nav N22 7AY

LONDON’S LARGEST SUNDAY FAIR

*To ss the 2for1

Al

LONDON S 

Alexandr
a

Palace

Monday 26 October
8am-10am £10 O 10am onwards £5

ry Racecourse BERKSHIRE Sat nav RG14 7NZ

One Day Monday Fair

Newbur

1 hour West

of London

urs 3 & Fri 4 December
hurs 4 & Fri 5 Feb 2016

THE LARGEST ANTIQUEST

FAIR IN EUROPE

urs 9am - 6pm £20 (Thurs ticket
allows entry on Friday) Fri 8am - 4pm £5

Newark & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
Showground Sat nav NG24 2NY

Thu
Th

THE LLARG

F

Th
allows e

2 hours

from London

INTERNATIONAL

01636 702326
enquiries@iacf.co.uk
www.iacf.co.uk

      2for1 

   OFFER 

*CERTAIN DAYS/TIMES



7th Penshurst Vintage Christmas

Fair, Penshurst Village Hall,

Kent, TN11 8BP. 10am-4pm.

£2. 07885 610912;

cherishthevintage.co.uk

8th The London Photograph Fair,

Holiday Inn, Coram Street, London,

WC1N 1HT. 10am-4pm. £10 (£5 in

advance). photofair.co.uk

8th The National Vintage Wedding

Fair, Chiswick Town Hall, Heathfield

Terrace, London, W4 4JN. 11am-

3.30pm. £4. 07817 855287;

vintageweddingfair.co.uk

10th & 24th Sunbury Antiques

Market, Kempton Park Racecourse,

Sunbury-on-Thames, TW16 5AQ.

6.30am-2pm. Free. 01932 230946;

sunburyantiques.com

13th-15th Galloway Antiques

& Fine Art Fair, Hilton Avisford Park,

Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0LS.

10.30am-5pm. £5. 01423 522122;

gallowayfairs.co.uk

17th Antiques Fair, Epsom

Racecourse, South London,

KT18 5LP. 9am-3pm. £3. 01584

873634; continuityfairs.co.uk

21st Vintage, Antiques & Collectors

Market, Stable Yard, Hatfield

House, Hatfield, AL9 5NQ. 10am-

5pm. Free. 07751 296625

20th & 21st The Little Christmas

Fair, The Barn, Lark Rise, Beenham,

Reading, RG7 5LG. 10am-4pm. 

fairinthebarn.wordpress.com

22nd The London Antique Textiles,

Vintage Costumes, Carpets & Tribal 

Art Fair, Olympia Hilton Hotel,

London, W14 8NL. 9am-5pm. £5

(£10 before 10.30am). 020 8543

3028; pa-antiques.co.uk

22nd Dorking Halls Antiques

Fair, Dorking Halls, Reigate Road,

Dorking, Surrey RH4 1SG. 9.30am-

4pm. £2.50. 07952 689717;

dovehousefineantiquesfairs.com

22nd The Marwell Antiques and

Collectors’ Fair, Marwell Hotel,

Thompsons Lane, Hampshire, SO21 

1JY. 10am-4pm. £1. 01929 761398.

marwellantiquesfairs.co.uk

22nd Midcentury Modern, Dulwich

College, London, SE21 7LD. 10am-

4pm. £10 (£9 adv). modernshows.com

29th Sandown Park Antique

& Vintage Fair, Sandown Park

Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ.

10am-4pm. £3. 020 8926 0116;

wonderwhistle.co.uk

CENTRAL
2nd Donington Antiques Market,

Donington Park, Derby, DE74 2RP.

9am-1pm. £2.50. 01298 27493; 

asfairs.com

7th-8th Antiques Fair, Holmewood 

Hall, Church Street, Holme, PE7 3BZ.

9.30am-4pm. £2.50. 07772 349431;

fielddogfairs.com

8th Sunday Antiques Market,

Exhibition Hall, Lincolnshire

Showground, Grange-de-Lings,

Lincoln LN2 2NA. 9am-3pm. £2.

01298 27493; asfairs.com

8th Royal Doulton, Beswick and

Moorcroft Collectors Fair,

Tillington Hall, Eccleshall Rd,

Stafford, ST16 1JJ. 11am-3pm.

£4 (free with ticket printed

from website). 07957 647356;

ceramicsinternational.co.uk

8th Loughborough Art Deco Fair,

Beaumanor Hall, Beaumanor

Drive, Woodhouse, Loughborough,

Leicestershire, LE12 8TX. 10am-4pm.

£3. 07812 510298; abbeyfairs.co.uk

8th Antiques & Collectors Fair,

Bantock House Museum, Finchfield

Road, Wolverhampton, West

Midlands, WV3 9LQ. 10am-3.30pm.

£2. 01746 218525; facebook.com/

bantockhousemuseum

8th Malvern Antiques & Collectors

Fair, The Severn Hall, Three

Counties, Showground, Malvern,

Worchestershire, WR13 6NW.

8.30am-4pm. £3 (£4 before 10am).

01636 676 531; b2bevents.info

9th Runway Monday at Newark

Antiques and Collectors Fair,

off Drove Lane adjacent to the

Newark 7 Nottinghamshire

Showground, Runway Newark,

Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 2NY.

8am-5pm. £5 (£10 before 10am).

01636 702326; iacf.co.uk

14th-15th Derby Roundhouse

Antiques & Collectors Fair, The

Roundhouse, Pride Park, Derby,

DE24 8JE. 9am-4.30pm Sat,

10am-4.30pm Sun. £5. 01332

830444; jaguarfairs.com

15th Antiques Fair, The Borderville

Centre, Ryhall Road, Stamford,

Lincolnshire, PE9 1US. 9.30am-3pm.

£2.50. 07772 349431;

fielddogfairs.com

15th Hinckley Vintage Fair, The

Meeting Centre, Marchant Road,

Hinckley, Leicestershire, LE10 OLQ.

10am-4pm. £1. 07890 939236;

facebook.com/hinckleyvintagefair

22nd The National Glass Fair,

National Motorcycle Museum,

Coventry Road, Bickenhill,

Solihull, West Midlands,

B92 0EJ. 10.30am-4pm.

£5. 07887 762872;

nationalglassfair.co.uk

30th-1st December Lincolnshirer

Antiques & Home Show, Lincolnshire

Showground, Grange-de-Lings, LN2

2NA. 8am-5pm. £20 (£5 Tue only).

01298 27493; asfairs.com

EAST
31st October-1st Nov Detling Intl

Antiques & Collectors Fair, The Kent

County Showground, ME14 3JF. Sat

8.30am-5pm, £5; Sun 10am-3.30pm,

£4. 01636 676531; b2bevents.info

7th & 21st Mainwaring’s Seaside

Brocante, St Mary’s Hall, Oxford

Street, Whitstable, Kent CT5 1DD.

10am-4pm. £1. 01227 773037

15th Willow & White Brocante,

Kent County Cricket Ground, Old

Dover Road, Canterbury, CT1 3NZ.

10am-4pm. £1. 07856 432212

THIS MONTH’S  

TICKET OFFERS

7th-8th 2-FOR-1 The

Yorkshire Antiques and Art Fair,

Halls 1 and 2, Yorkshire Event

Centre, The Great Yorkshire

Showground, Harrogate, HG2

8QZ. 10am-5pm. £5. 01274

588505; antiquesfairs.com

15th 2-FOR-1 Adams Antiques

Fair, The Royal Horticultural

Hall, Lindley Hall, Victoria,

London, SW1P 2QW. 10am-

4.30pm. £4. 020 7254 4054;

adamsantiquesfairs.com

22nd 2-FOR-1 Frock Me!

Vintage Fashion Fair,

Chelsea Old Town Hall,

Kings Road, Chelsea, London,  

SW3 5EE. 11am-5.30pm. 

£4. 020 7503 9171;

frockmevintagefashion.com

19th-22nd 2-FOR-1

Antiques for Everyone,

Hall 3A, NEC Birmingham, B40

1NT. 11am-6pm (11am-5pm

Sun). £15. 0844 581 0827;

antiquesforeveryone.co.uk

2-FOR-1 Present this page on

entry to buy two tickets 

for the price of one

VISIT homesandantiques.com 

for current fairs listings

Saddle up and 

ride on over to 

your local fair to 

find all manner of 

collectables to  

add character  

to your home
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READER OFFER

Terms and conditions Prices are per person, based on two adults sharing. Offer can be withdrawn at any time without prior notice. For full terms and conditions, please call 0330 160 7766.

Holidays are organised and operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Standard landline charges apply. Immediate Media Company,

publisher of Homes & Antiques, is committed to protecting your privacy. We may wish to contact you in the future with details of products and services that might be of interest to you, or to undertake  

market research. Please answer the relevant data protection questions when booking.

E
ach year André

Rieu, the ‘Waltz

King of Europe’,

performs in his

home town of Maastricht

in the Netherlands. The

Vrijthof concerts, set on

the glorious main square

of this beautiful town,

have become some of

the most popular events

in his yearly schedule.

With his orchestra,

choir, soloists and special

guests, André Rieu brings

an innovative approach to

his concerts, recreating the

atmosphere of 19th-century

Viennese dance halls.

During the concert, you will

hear music from across

André Rieu’s repertoire,

including delightful melodies

from opera, musicals, film

and classical music, plus

a few catchy waltzes. It will

be a wonderful, not-to-be-

missed experience.

In addition to a ticket

for this unforgettable night 

on the Vrijthof Square

in Maastricht, the break

includes return coach

travel from your chosen

local pick-up point to the

Netherlands/Belgium, two

nights’ bed and breakfast

accommodation at a good

quality three-star hotel,

transfers to Maastricht, with

free time in the afternoon

and early evening to shop

and sightsee (the concert

commences at around 9pm). 

You will be accompanied

throughout by a friendly,

professional Newmarket

tour manager, who will be on

hand to help you make the

very most of your time with

us. And all this comes at a

truly great-value price. Five-

day coach, Eurostar and air

packages, and three-day

Eurostar and air packages

are also available.

SEE ANDRÉ RIEU IN 

CONCERT IN MAASTRICHT

WHAT IS INCLUDED:

● Two nights’ B&B

accommodation based on

a twin room at a three-

star hotel no more than

90 minutes by coach 

from Maastricht
● A seated ticket (face

value €55) for the André 

Rieu concert (ticket

upgrades available)
● Return transfers between

your hotel and Maastricht
● Return travel by coach

and Channel crossing

between your selected

pick-up point and the

Netherlands/Belgium
● The services of a friendly 

tour manager

THIS IMAGE The town 

square in Maastricht, the 

Netherlands BELOW 

André Rieu on stage

HOW TO BOOK
To book, or for more information, 

please call Newmarket Holidays on 

0330 160 7766, quoting code HAA

Three days from £269pp

Departing 8th July 2016



Your details (essential)
Your choice of magazine(s)†  Price

Title First Name Surname

Address Postcode

Home Telephone Number   Mobile Telephone Number

Email address

I would like to send a gift to... (optional)
Your choice of magazine(s)†  Price

Title First Name Surname

Address  Postcode

Home Telephone Number Email address

If you would like to take out more than one gift subscription, please go online or contact our call centre.
Payment Details

I enclose a cheque made payable to Immediate Media Company Ltd. or   Please debit the following amount from my credit/debit card: £ ________________

Mastercard Visa   Card Number   

Valid from   Expiry date Signature  Date

To receive your free greetings card in time for Christmas, gift orders
must be received by the 15th December 2015. This offer closes on
the 31st December 2015.
This offer is valid for UK delivery addresses only. All savings are calculated
as a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times which is
calculated as a percentage of the Basic Annual Rate. For overseas rates
visit www.buysubscriptions.com/christmas or call 01795 414 746. All
Christmas gift subscriptions will start with the first issue available in January
2016. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency; we will honour
the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. Calls will cost 7p
per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

* Radio Times and Match of the Day subscriptions are for 26 weekly issues
(6 months). The Basic Annual UK Subscription Rate of Radio Times is £114.
This price is for 51 issues, which includes the Christmas double issue and a
contribution towards postage.
† For Radio Times subscriptions please indicate which region you require:
London, Anglia & Midlands North West, Yorkshire & North East
Wales South, West & South West Scotland & Border
Northern Ireland . Please note, if a region is not selected, subscribers will
automatically receive the London, Anglia & Midlands region.

X15PB

3 easy ways to subscribe

SAVE 41%
£29.99 - 12 issues

SAVE 41%
£29.99 - 12 issues

SAVE 48%
£29.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 45%
£29.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 45%
£32.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 40%
£34.99 - 26 issues

SAVE 50%
£25.99 - 13 issues

Your personal information will be used as set out in our Privacy Policy, which can be viewed online
at immediate.co.uk/privacy-policy. Immediate Media Company Limited would love to send you
newsletters, together with special offers, and other promotions. Please tick here if you’d prefer not to
receive these by Email Text Message Regular Post Telephone .

Branded BBC titles are licensed from or published jointly with BBC Worldwide (the commercial
arm of the BBC). Please tick here if you’d like to receive regular newsletters, special offers and
promotions from BBC Worldwide by email. Your information will be handled in accordance with the
BBC Worldwide privacy policy which can be viewed online at bbcworldwide.com/privacy.aspx

Please tick here to receive emails from Lonely Planet Global, Inc. for all your travel inspiration,
tips and exclusive offers. Your information will be handled in accordance with Lonely Planet’s privacy
policy: lonelyplanet.com/legal/privacy-policy.

on a gift subscription this Christmas

MORE
TITLES

AVAILABLE 
ONLINE

SAVE 50%
£28.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 46%
£29.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 46%
£29.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 38%
£28.99 - 12 issues

SAVE 35%
£41.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 42%
£29.99 - 13 issues

SAVE 30%
£45.49 - 13 issues

Call the hotline now on
0844 844 0390
and quote X15PB

Order a magazine as a gift subscription
before 15th December and not only will
you SAVE up to 50% on the price but
we’ll also send you a FREE Christmas 
card to personalise! 

Take the hassle out of your Christmas shopping

Order online at
www.buysubscriptions.com/christmas 
and quote X15PB

Complete order form below and send to:
FREEPOST IMMEDIATE MEDIA
(Please write in block capitals)

Don’t forget ordering 
online is safe and
secure, choose from
any of these payment 
options



Advertisement Feature

Get in the festive spirit with these 
fantastic festive excursions

1. ALFIES ANTIQUE MARKET
Make Alfies a destination on your Christmas shopping list with its 
after-hours shopping event. As well as gifts galore there will also 
be live music and entertainment, plus festive treats from the Roof 
Top Kitchen team. With over 75 independent antique and vintage 
dealers, find four floors brimming with unique and extra-special 
gifts just waiting to be discovered. Contact Alfies Antique Market 
for your free exclusive invitation.

▶ Thursday 3rd December. 5pm–9pm. 13-25 Church Street,  

London, NW8 8DT

alfiesantiques.com // 020 7723 6066  // info@alfiesantiques.com

1

2. GRAYS
On Thursday, 26 November Grays and the Mews will open their 
doors from 5pm–8pm for some special after-hours Christmas 
shopping. Listen to vintage-inspired music and sip a glass of 
bubbly as you shop for luxury and unique gifts from 200 of 
London’s finest antique and vintage dealers. Contact Grays and 
the Mews for your free exclusive invitation.

▶ Thursday 26th November. 5pm–8pm. 58 Davies Street and 1-7 Davies 

Mews, Mayfair, London, W1K 5AB 

graysantiques.com // 020 7629 7034 // info@graysantiques.com

2

3. SALISBURY CHRISTMAS 

MARKET
Are you after a festive shopping experience in 
a beautiful and friendly historic city? Well then 
Salisbury is the place for you! We have over 70 
chalets selling an array of gifts for every member 
of your family and delicious goodies to keep you 
warm while you shop the day away, so take time 
out and visit Salisbury this Christmas.

▶ 26th Nov–20th Dec. Sunday, 10am–4pm; Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Friday & Saturday, 10am–6pm; Thursday, 

10am–8pm. Salisbury Guildhall Square, Salisbury, SP1 1JH

salisburychristmasmarket.co.uk

3

4. SHEFFIELD ANTIQUES 

QUARTER
This vibrant, blossoming destination in Sheffield 
comprises 60 businesses. With seven antiques 
centres, tons of original independent shops and a 
unique set of cafés and artisan producers, it’s got 
lots on offer. It’s a great place to shop green, shop 
local and just explore. In addition, the Sheffield 
Antiques Quarter holds four vintage markets 
a year with their Christmas event on Sunday 
13th December, 11am–4pm, which includes a 
vintage toy exhibition. A trail map and further 
information are available from the website.

sheffieldantiquesquarter.co.uk

4

5. PETWORTH HOUSE A CHRISTMAS CONFECTION

See the servants’ quarters and historic kitchens transformed for the 
festive season with tastes and treats from a bygone time.  Bookable 
culinary workshops for all age groups. Normal Admission applies.

▶ Saturday 28th Nov–Sunday 3rd Jan. 11am–3pm (closed 24/25 Dec)

Avoid the bustle of the high street and buy gifts for your friends 
and family at the Petworth House Christmas Fair with over 120 
stalls to browse. 

▶ Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd Nov. 10am–4pm. £6 adults; Children free

nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth-house 

5

6. CHRISTMAS FAIR AT FARNHAM 

MALTINGS
Celebrate the festive period with a range of events and workshops 
at Farnham Maltings throughout December. Make your own 
unique Christmas gifts and decorations with professional craft 
makers across a series of workshops throughout the month and 
browse the 150 stalls at the two-day Christmas Fair between the 
8th & 9th December. Children can also enjoy two mornings of 
dance, drama and craft activities in the Maltings Marvellous 
Christmas Club on 21st & 22nd December. 

farnhammaltings.com

6



Head off to one of these antiques centres or fairs around the UK and enter the world of fascinating antiques 
and collectables, from vintage kitchenalia to antique jewellery
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asfairs.com � 01298 27493

Arthur Swallow Fairs
Antiques fair

Attracting visitors from all four corners of the world, 
this large-scale show has become an unmissable 
buying opportunity for collectors, retail buyers, 
interior designers, set designers, props buyers, 
landscape architects, restaurateurs and those 
passionate about creating a stylish living space.

• Monday 30th November & Tuesday 1st December. 
8am–5pm. Monday £20 (includes Tuesday entry), 
Tuesday £5. Lincolnshire Showground, Grange-de-Lings, 
Lincoln, LN2 2NA

vintageandantiques.co.uk � 07723 611249

Bath VA Undercover Vintage & 

Antiques Markets Antiques fair

The BathVA Markets, held at Green Park (the 
former railway station), offers 70 stalls with free 
entry. What's on offer: vintage, retro, mid-century 
modern, antiques, furniture, vintage and retro 
fashion, jewellery, vinyl, decorative homewares, 
kitchenalia, silverware, prints, fine art, plus 
designers, makers, artists and foodies.

• Sunday 4th, 18th & 25th October; Sunday 1st, 15th 
& 29th November. Green Park Station, Green Park 
Road, Bath, BA1 1JB

jubileehallantiques@btconnect.com � 01367 253777

Jubilee Hall Antiques, Lechlade  

on Thames Antiques centre

A friendly shop with a wide range of 18th, 
19th and 20th-century stock. Google ‘Jubilee 
Hall Antiques for All’ to see our virtual tour. 
Lechlade, in the Cotswolds, is the last 
navigational town before the source of the 
Thames. It has two riverside pubs, a good 
coffee shop, open spaces and river walks.

• Open seven days a week. Easy parking.  
Lechlade, Gloucestershire, GL7 3AY

fielddogfairs.com � 07772 349431

Field Dog Fairs
Antiques fair

Field Dog Fairs Ltd have a diary of 35 
antiques, collectors and vintage fairs for 2015. 
Full event details on the website. 2016 dates 
available now.

• Sunday 25th October. Up to 90 stalls. £2.50. 
Wicksteed Park, Kettering, NN15 6NJ

• Sunday 1st November. Change of event. Up to 50 
Stalls. £2.50. Leicester Racecourse

• Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th November. Up to 60 stalls. 
£2.50. Holmewood Hall, Nr Peterborough, PE7 3BZ
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theoldflighthouse.co.uk � 01869 343441

The Old Flight House
Antiques centre

The Old Flight House is a refreshingly different
antiques centre. It has a fantastic range, from
quality traditional antiques to vintage and
retro items and stunning painted furniture,
all set out in beautiful light and spacious
surroundings. A licensed cafe serves good
coffee and freshly prepared lunches with a 
lovely outside terrace for sunny days.

• Monday to Saturday, 10am–5pm, Sunday, 11am–5pm. 
Weston on the Green, Oxfordshire, OX25 3TJ

Galloway Fairs
Antiques fair

Quality fairs in truly majestic settings. A wide
range of antiques and vintage items as well as
contemporary fine art will be offered for sale by 
some of the country’s leading dealers.

• The Scone Palace Antiques & Fine Art Fair. 6th –8th
Nov. 10.30am– 5.00pm daily (4.30pm finish Sunday 
only). Scone Palace, Perth, Scotland, PH2 6BD

• The Avisford Park Antiques & Fine Art Fair. 13th–15th
Nov. 10.30am–5.00pm daily (4.30pm finish Sunday only).
Yapton Lane, Walberton, Arundel,W. Sussex, BN18 0LS

2
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o
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1

gallowayfairs.co.uk � 01423 522122

edenbridgegalleries.com � 01732 864163

The Edenbridge Galleries
Antiques centre

Situated on the borders of Kent and Surrey
and with easy access from London, the M25
and the coast, this unique antiques centre
is well worth a visit for those seeking quality
and expertise. All specialists showcased are 
members of BADA and LAPADA.

• 1 The Square, Church Street, Edenbridge,  
Kent, TN8 5BD

Newark International Antiques & 

Collectors Fair Antiques fair

Europe's largest antiques event lives up to its
reputation as the place to come. A vast 84-acre
site offers every kind of product imaginable.

• Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th December; Thursday
4th & Friday 5th February. Newark & Nottinghamshire
Showground, Newark, Nottinghamshire, NG24 2NY

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Alexandra Palace Antiques & 

Collectors Fair Antiques fair

London's largest Sunday antiques fair features
hundred of stalls, a pop-up vintage fair and 
complimentary evaluations.

• Sunday 6th December & Sunday 7th February.
Alexandra Palace, Alexandra Palace Way, London, N22 7NY

jpmaps.co.uk � 01225 300573

Jonathan Potter
Antiques centre

Jonathan Potter's antique map gallery has
developed over 45 years and has become
one of the world's leading specialists.
Originally based in London and now in the
lovely city of Bath, the gallery houses a large
selection of fine, decorative and rare maps,
plans and charts of all areas of Britain and
the world. If you can't visit us in Bath please 
see our online gallery.

b2bevents.info � 01636 676531

B2B Events
Antiques Fair

Keep history alive – come and join B2B Events in
Kent, Worcestershire, Birmingham or Edinburgh. 
Our next events are:

• Detling Antiques,Vintage & Collectors Fair. Saturday
31st October & Sunday 1st November. Saturday early
entry 8.30am–10am, £6; 10am–4.30pm, £5; Sunday
10am–3.30pm, £4. Detling, Nr Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3JF

• Malvern Flea & Collectors Fair. Sunday 8th November,
7.30am–3.30pm. £4 each. Up to 400 exhibitors inside
and out. The Three Counties Showground, WR13 6NW. 

hatfield-house.co.uk  � 07751 296625 

Hatfield House
Antiques Fair

At the monthly Antiques and Collectors Market in
the Stable Yard at Hatfield House you will find a
range of stalls selling furniture, silverware, china,
glass, books, prints, postcards and the unusual.
The market runs from 10am to 5pm with free 
entry and free parking.

• For more details please contact Dawn Frary on 
07751 296625
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theantiquesemporium.co.uk � 01539 734849

Butterfield & French
Antiques centre

A new way to discover the beauty of antiques;
our newly opened family-run emporium offers
a treasure trove of antiques, collectibles and
all things vintage. With over 60 individual
traders, each bringing their own eclectic mix of
items, it makes for a great destination venue
just outside of Kendal Town centre.

• Monday to Saturday, 10am–5pm, Sundays and
bank holidays, 10am–4pm. Dockray Hall Mill, Kendal,
Cumbria, LA9 4RU

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Shepton Mallet Antiques, Vintage &

Collectors Fair Antiques fair

Favoured by interiors professionals, this 
weekend fair will not disappoint, as quality 
items are available in quantity here. 

• Friday 13th to Sunday 15th November; Friday 
15th to Sunday 17th January. Royal Bath & West 
Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 6QN

vintageart@southernmarkettraders.co.uk � 07585 123583

Winchester Antiques Fair &  

Quality Art Market Antiques fair

The new way to buy old and the smart way 
to buy art – a bustling street market in the 
heart of historic Winchester where on the 
first Sunday of each month you can buy from 
an eclectic mix of up to 90 traders, with 
a multitude of treasures and, on the third 
Sunday, art and design direct from the artists 
and makers. To trade with us please use the 
contact information below or visit our website 
southernmarkettraders.co.uk.

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Runway Monday at Newark Antiques 

& Collectors Fair Antiques fair

The runway fair provides a timely burst of 
vintage shopping between the huge Newark 
events at the Newark & Nottinghamshire 
Showground. 

• Monday 9th November; Monday 7th March.
The Runway, adjacent to Newark Air Museum, Newark 
& Nottinghamshire Showground, NG24 2NY

indigo-uk.com � 01672 564722

Indigo Antiques
Antiques centre

Indigo is an Aladdin’s cave of mostly one-off 
pieces. They have been importing a wonderful 
selection of antique and vintage furniture, 
architectural pieces, mirrors, collectables and 
stylish accessories from India, China and Tibet 
for over 30 years. Browse the well laid out 
showrooms and extensive barns.

• Monday to Friday 9am–5pm, Saturday 10am– 
4pm, closed Sundays & bank holidays. Dairy Barn, 
Manningford Bruce, Wiltshire, SN9 6JW (on the A345) 

fellows.co.uk � 0121 222 7666; 020 7127 4198

Fellows Auctioneers
Auction house

Founded in 1876, Fellows is one of the UK’s 
leading auction houses, holding over 100 
auctions each year. As specialists in a variety 
of fields and with an auction to cater for every 
need, its continually changing inventory makes 
Fellows a hub of excitement for lovers of 
watches, jewellery and antiques. See website 
for sale information and free valuations.

• 27th Oct, The Watch Sale; 2nd Nov, Vintage Jewellery 
& Accessories; 5th Nov, Fortnightly Jewellery Auction; 
12th Nov, Antique & Modern Jewellery.
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iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Ardingly International Antiques & 

Collectors Fair Antiques fair

A cosmopolitan fair with a wonderful choice
of goods. Hundreds of stalls house everything
from furniture and paintings to textiles and 
vintage clothing.

• Tuesday 3rd & Wednesday 4th November; Tuesday
5th & Wednesday 6th January. South of England
Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL

adamsantiquesfairs.com � 020 7254 4054

Adams Antiques Fairs
Antiques fair

The Royal Horticultural Hall Antiques Fair in
Victoria, London, is a great discovery. Over
140 exhibitors from all over Britain and
Europe have been packing this vast hall with
interesting and affordable antiques every
month for more than 40 years. It’s only a
couple of minutes from Victoria station and
you can park for free right outside the hall.

• Sunday 18th Oct; Sunday 15th Nov. 10am–4.30pm,
£4. The Royal Horticultural Hall, Lindley Hall, Elverton
Street, Vincent Square, Victoria, London, SW1P 2QW

dairyhouseantiques.com � 01747 853317

Dairy House Antiques and Interiors offers an ever-
changing selection of antique and vintage furniture,
lighting, prints, rugs, pictures, mirrors, collectables,
costume jewellery, silver and other decorative items
for the home and garden. Open seven days a week,
with free parking, Dairy House is set over three
floors and also offers tea, coffee and homemade
cakes.Two miles from the A303 on the Wiltshire/
Dorset border. Don't forget to find us on Facebook.

• Station Road, Semley, Shaftesbury, Dorset, SP7 9AN

Dairy House Antiques
Antiques centre

hemswell-antiques.com � 01427 668389

Hemswell Antiques Centres
Antiques centre

Visit the home of Europe’s largest range of
antiques and collectables, with approximately
400 dealers in four large buildings. A wide range
of stock is always on display, including period
furniture, decorative antiques, vintage, retro,
clocks, mirrors, books, lighting, linen, silver, glass,
jewellery, ceramics, paintings, and leather and
sporting goods. Nationwide delivery available.

• Open seven days a week, 10am–5pm. Caenby
Corner Estate, Hemswell Cliff, Gainsborough, 
Lincolnshire, DN21 5TJ

The Glass Fair @ Knebworth
Antiques fair

glassfairs.co.uk � 07887 762872

This leading specialist fair features up to 70
exhibitors selling fine quality collectable glass
from all periods, including contemporary artists
showing their own work. As usual there will
be an exhibition in Hall 1 which will highlight
a particular type of glass. With refreshments
and free parking a visit to the The Glass Fair @ 
Knebworth makes a great day out.

` Sunday 11th October, 10.30am–4pm. £5
(accompanied children free). Knebworth House, 
Stevenage, SG1 2AX

scottish-antiques.com � 01828 686401 (Abernyte) 01786 841203 (Doune)

Scottish Antique & Arts Centre
Antiques centre

These two centres offer visitors the opportunity
to purchase antique furniture, silver, ceramics,
paintings, collectables and jewellery from more
than 250 antiques dealers. Modern furniture,
design-led accessories, gifts and fashion are
also available. Enjoy the ambience of Cafe
Circa for breakfast and lunch or coffee and 
cake. Ample parking.

• Open seven days a week, 10am–5pm. Abernyte,
Perthshire, PH14 9SJ; Doune, Stirlingshire, FK16 6HG 

iacf.co.uk � 01636 702326

Newbury One Day Monday Antiques 

& Collectors Fair Antiques fair

A single day event that provides a great taster if
you're new to the world of antiques fairs - or want 
to shop from an eclectic offering of goods.

• Monday 26th October; Monday 7th December.
Newbury Racecourse, Newbury, Berkshire, RG14 7NZ

astra-antiques.com � 01427 668312

Astra Antiques
Antiques centre

Astra Antiques is one of the top independent
antiques centres in the UK. Astra’s diverse range
and best trade prices makes it the go-to place for
trade and public. With over 170 dealers dealing
in silverware to furniture, tribal to retro and the
largest vintage clothing collection in the area,
you’ll be stretched to find anywhere that can rival 
Astra’s assorted selection.

• Open seven days a week. Gibson Road, Hemswell 
Cliff, Lincolnshire, DN21 5TL
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CHRISTMAS

5. BRAYBROOK & BRITTEN

British designer silversmiths Braybrook & Britten

makes limited edition sterling silver Christmas tree

and cake decorations, hallmarked in London.

“Hallmarked silver is a wonderful way of

commemorating a special occasion, such as a baby’s

first Christmas, a wedding or anniversary,” says

designer Monica Langford. There are over 30 different

tree decorations in the collection this year, including

three new additions – a star, holly and polar bear cub.

All are individually handmade, some with real pearls

and gemstones. Monica’s personal favourites are the

sterling silver mistletoe and polar bear cub. Charming

and unique, each tree decoration will come in a soft

red pouch for storage and presented in a luxury gift

box. View the full collection online or request a free

colour catalogue. Prices from £40.

braybrook.co.uk // 020 8993 7334

5.5.

1. WICKET IDEAS

Wicket Ideas creates unique gifts for sports lovers from

Rugby Ball Wine Coolers and Cricket Stump Loo Roll

Holders to Hockey Ball Bookends and Vintage Ski Coat

Stands, to name but a few. All the products are handcrafted

by upcycling actual sports equipment to make amazingly

distinctive presents that you won’t find anywhere else. 

wicketideas.co.uk // poppy@wicketideas.co.uk

1..

3. THE VINTAGE TEAPOT

We specialise in authentic, English vintage china dating from

the Victorian era to the 1960s. The collection includes china

of the highest quality in beautiful and unusual designs. Our

tea sets are carefully chosen, beautifully packaged and make

the perfect gift. We are proud to supply Fortnum & Mason,

London. Use code “HA15” for a 10% discount on the website.

thevintageteapot.co.uk // 07922 100132

3.

4. CHARLES MALLORY LONDON

Carry a wonderful piece of British history with this luxury

powder compact from Charles Mallory London. Crafted from

solid brass and plated in gold for extra indulgence, the

compact features William Morris’ exquisite Golden Lily print.

It can be used with loose or pressed powder. Charles Mallory

compacts are expertly crafted and beautifully packaged to 

make the perfect gift for a loved one this Christmas.

charlesmallory.com // thecompactshop.com

4.4.4.

2. MEGAN PAGE

Taking inspiration from the British and Italian

countryside to create a range of bespoke fragrances that

will invigorate the senses and evoke a feeling of

wellbeing. At Megan Page London our luxury classic

candles are hand-poured in England with soy wax to

give an even, clean and slow burn time whilst producing 

wonderful natural aromas to uplift any mood. 

meganpagelondon.com

2.



Be inspired by our selection of beautiful gift ideas.
perfect for treating your family and friends or even yourself!

ureAdvertisement Featu

6. THE MARGARET TAYLOR COLLECTION

Would you like your chosen portrait or landscape painted

onto a desirable fine bone china plate? Take advantage of

the portrait promotion for Christmas 2015. A six-inch

square tile with a hand painted bespoke portrait of your

loved one. Usually priced at £49.99 – special Christmas

price £39.99. Call or visit the website for more information.

themargarettaylorcollection.co.uk // 01507 343536

6.6.

9. CARPET BAGS

The Euro Gladstone bag is a perfect travel companion; hard

wearing, soft and spacious, and within the hand luggageft

allowance for most airlines. It would look at home in a

luxurious hotel suite in the city or in a countryside B&B. This

is not purely an overnight bag though, some of us just have

lots to carry every day, making the shoulder strap a welcome 

addition. See the website for the full range of products.

carpetbags.co.uk // 01379 687690

9. 11..

11. SMITH & STOCKING

Smith & Stocking is a new online boutique established by

Richard Smith who sources much of his diverse

collection of antiques and decorative pieces from India. If

you’re looking for an indulgent, exotic and magical gift

this Christmas you’re sure to find the perfect item here.

You’ll more than likely just fall in love with something

that you can’t live without!

smithandstocking.com // 07525 490872

10.

10. JESSICA ZOOB LTD

Discover beautiful paintings and find perfect Christmas

gifts in Jessica’s new online shop. Limited edition prints on

fine art paper, canvas and diasec. Original miniatures from

£225, limited edition prints from £69. Also iPad and

iPhone cases, mugs, leggings and bags available for a

limited period only.

jessicazoob.com/shop // 07966 572204

7.

7. ALLUM’S ANTIQUES ALMANAC

From BBC Antiques Roadshow specialist and author Marc

Allum comes the second instalment of his annual almanac,

revealing the current news, tall tales and tasty titbits from

the year in art, antiques and collectables: What do London

Bridge and a £40,000 corkscrew have in common? What

would a collector pay for the real Batmobile? Available in

all good bookshops. Published 5th November. 

iconbooks.com

8.

8. ADOPT A BEEHIVE

Give the gift of armchair beekeeping, and help save the

honey bee. Receive a delightful welcome pack of bee

goodies and three award-winning newsletters with a

year’s subscription to Adopt a Beehive for £30 plus P&P.

You also receive a jar of pure British honey from this 

charitable scheme.

adoptabeehive.co.uk // 0845 680 7038

..
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ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES ● INTERIORS   

GALLERIES ● HARRY’S CAFE BAR ● ARTISANS

Inspiring people to share our heritage

Discover Yew 

Tree Barn 

for unique 

and desirable 

Antiques, 

Interiors, Arts 

& Crafts 

Low Newton, Nr Cartmel, Cumbria, LA11 6JP

www.yewtreebarn.co.uk ● 01539 531498
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www.tuliptreeantiques.co.uk

for genuine antiques online...

UK
ARCHITECTURAL

HERITAGe

Quality Architectural Antiques

www.uk-heritage.co.uk.
0845 644 9051

THE UPHOLSTERY WORKSHOP
Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers

Stuck in a rut, need a change? Learn the professional way!

Individual tuition by Master Upholsterer • Residential courses in the heart
of Wiltshire • Choose from Upholstery, Soft Furnishings or Loose Covers

Telephone: 01722 710274 www.upholsteryworkshop.com

Discover the fascinating world  
of antiques with our unique  
home-study courses.

Free info 0800 378 281 or
info@regentacademy.com

Antiques Courses The Traditional
Upholstery Workshop

Members of the Association of
Master Upholsterers. Established 1990.
A CAREER CHANGE OR NEW HOBBY?

FROM BEGINNER TO PROFESSIONAL LEARN
TO UPHOLSTER THE TRADITIONAL WAY

Call Liz Marks on 01994 232124
info@upholsterycourses.com
www.upholsterycourses.com



THE LIVING SPACE   |   171TO ADVERTISE CALL ALI  0117 314 7412

ANTIQUES BATHROOM

ARTS CRAFTS & GIFTS

CHIMNEYS

TO ADVERTISE IN H&A CALL  

ALI 

0117 314 7412

ALBION
Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

Request your brochure
on: 01255 831605
or go to: www.albionbathco.com

What makes an Albion Bath unique?
6\Y�L_JS\ZP]L�IH[O�TH[LYPHS�JYLH[LZ�H�KPăLYLUJL�`V\�JHU�MLLS����

Origine single & double ended baths shown

SALE STARTS

26TH SEPT

ENDS 1ST NOV

Open seven days a week, Dodwell Trading est. Stratford-Upon-avon, CV37 9ST 

01789 297729 // www.stratforduaantiques.co.uk 

Look out for the vintage Citroen van.

CHRISTMAS at

SA&I
FROM 16TH OCTOBER

Decorative antiques, collectables, 

accessories, lighting and interiors 

as well as bespoke handmade 

British sofas.

The Chimes

Tel: 07767 617507 or 01663 733209
www.antique–clock.co.uk

For a superb
selection of Genuine
Antique longcase, wall

and bracket clocks

Open 7 days by appointment

Whaley Bridge,

High Peak, Derbyshire

Antique

Centre
Clock

Your Tapestries & Needleworks…
Beautifully stretched and made-up into cushions, wall hangings,
bell-pulls, rugs etc… www.sarabarnsneedlework.co.uk

Experienced professional high quality 21 day service.
Unfinished tapestries and other needleworks completed.

Designs painted onto canvas. Specialist framing service.
Multi-panel rugs completed and made-up.

The Old Swan | 5 School Road | Great Massingham | Norfolk | PE32 2JA

Sara Barns Needlework  01485 520 151  
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BEDS & BEDDING

WWW.HOMESANDANTIQUES.COM

FASHION

So
ut

hd
own Duvets

A
PRO

DUCT OF SCOTLAND
FA

R
M

A treat to bleat about!
Buy any combination of Southdown wool bedding to the value
of £250 (excluding postage) and you and your partner are
invited to stay at our luxury B&B for a night as our guests.At
Scotland Farm you can meet the sheep that provide the wool
for our award winning bedding, soak up the beauty of the
Southdown National Park and enjoy what has become known as 
the best breakfast in Hampshire. 

T&C Apply, bookings subject to availability

Call Jessica on: 01730 827 148

or visit southdownduvets.com

Vastly improved sleep and harmony 
from clever, happy sheep



THE LIVING SPACE   |   173TO ADVERTISE CALL ALI  0117 314 7412

BLINDS

FLOORING

GIFTS

VINTAGE

CHINA & PORCELAIN

PARQUET PARQUET
TEL. 01507 313 470

www.parquet-parquet.co.uk
One of the largest suppliers of reclaimed parquet in the UK

Get cosy with 
parquet this 
winter...

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR
CALL 0800 916 6568 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS • VERTICALS • CURTAINS

SHUTTERS • AWNINGS • PLEATED CONSERVATORY BLINDS

MADE-TO-MEASURE BLINDS,

CURTAINS & SHUTTERS

*T’s & C’s apply.

up
to

50%
off *

___�KW[KWUJMÅVMXWZKMTIQV�KWU

Beautiful gifts for Christmas

Art Nouveau, Deco & Beyond
Vases, Bowls, Firgurines

20th Century European Porcelain

LOVE LITTER
VINTAGE FURNITURE DEPOSITORY

WWW.LOVELITTER.CO.UK
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FURNITURE

PUBLISHERANTIQUES FAIR

Our inspired version captures every detail yet costs

a fraction of the original design. You can pay £5242

in Heals** for this furniture classic by Vitra but at

Wallace Sacks we’re currently offering ours to readers

for ust £599†. A savin of £1396 on our normal

Chair with Ottoman is fashioned in exactly the

same way as the very first chair. 10-layer plywood

is moulded into shape then covered with a richh

rosewood veneer. Backrest, arms, seat and ottomann

cushion are each encased in sumptuously soft

nly we know how at this pricee.

a cocoon of comfort that fits

ve – a baseball glove in fact,

ration for the original chair. To

of relaxation, the chair’s back

rees angle so your weight is

ather than on the seat.

r modern classic without the

o with it, one that’s supremely

ble as well as beautiful to look

n this Eames inspired Lounge

ith Ottoman from Wallace Sacks

disappoint. In fact we are so

confident of the design and construction of this chair

that we are offering it with a lifetime warranty andth t ff i it ith lif ti t d

since we have been around for over 35 years that isn’t 

an empty promise.

A TRUE DESIGN ICON OF THE 20TH CENTURY, THIS BEAUTIFUL EAMES 
INSPIRED LOUNGE CHAIR WITH MATCHING OTTOMAN IS NOW JUST

Ergonomic as well as
beautiful, it’s the ultimate

way to relax

Without doubt one of the world’s most desired and sought after furniture classics, the sublimely
styled Eames Lounge Chair with Ottoman was created by Ray and Charles Eames in 1956.
Originally a gift for their friend Billy Wilder a famous director, it achieved national then worldwide
fame after appearing on prime time American TV in the Arlene Francis show that very same year.

†Plus delivery
*See website for details

**Correct at time of going to press

I C O N I C L E A T H E R F U R N I T U R E G U A R A N T E E D F O R L I F E *

� � 	 � � Ǧ � � � � � � Ǧ � � � � � � Ǧ � � � � � � � Ǧ � � � � � � � � � � � Ǧ � 	 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Charles &
Ray Eames -
designers of the
original Lounge
Chair with Ottoman

.00
��������

£1995

†

SAVE 
70%

The Eames inspired Lounge Chair and Ottoman 
����������������������ƽ���!"��!���$�%�����%$���
��&��!'���!'(��%��"�%$�����)�%�'��"�����%+ǻǀ�
23%�(��%�!)�������������3��!����%�!��!)���!����
)2���%2���&�3�4�3ƽ�%!�!�&�����&�����'�+!2��
678 &�3�!2�% ���!33 %$� ��%��� ���4� ��3�%
wallacesacks.com ��& ��%�� �!&� ��:;:7:;�
�% %$� �$���!2% !� ���� 0800 0114 642. 
�������+��3�	����!������!�&��3�!����Ș:777ǀ�
�))�����&3�:7%$�����'���ǀ

The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorkshire HG1 3HE

for sales/enquiries or FREE brochure call - 01423 500442

An eclectic mix of  

artisan, handmade, 

re-claimed & vintage 

homeware and accessories.  

Unique and unusual finds • Bespoke finishes available.

www.zahli.co.uk

07711 629420

www.paraphernaliafairs.com

ANTIQUES & VINTAGE FAIR
Lyndhurst Community Centre

Main Car Park, Off High St, Lyndhurst, Hants SO43 7NY

Nov 5th & Dec 3rd
10am-4pm, 50p entry

40+ Stands

AUTHORS
Synopsis and sample chapters

welcome, please send to:

CGC - 33 - 01,

25 Canada Square,

Canary Wharf,

London, E14 5LQ

Tel:0207 0388212

editors@austinmacauley.com

w w w. a u s t i n m a c a u l e y . c o m

All genres welcome
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TILES

TO ADVERTISE IN H&A CALL 0117 314 7412Ali

OUTDOOR BUILDINGS WINDOWS ANTIQUES & VINTAGE

MARLBOROUGH
M A K E R S O F F I N E E N G L I S H T I L E S

PORCELAIN CERAMIC GLASS MOSAIC DECORATIVE HAND PAINTED

FREE BROCHURE E BROCHURES ] VIDEOS

EXQUISITE WALL & FLOOR TILES

marlboroughtiles.com 01672 515287 - 512422

Call us today on 0800 534 5024
For a FREE brochure or no obligation design consultation

or visit us online at www.nationwideltd.co.uk

SEE OUR EXTENSIVE RANGE ONLINE

*Subject to status.

Written details on request.

Nationwide Verandas are designed to
provide a stylish & practical area to enjoy

outdoor living whatever the weather

BUY NOW, PAY
IN 12 MONTHS*

Quality outdoor living with Nationwide Home Innovations

Traditional Verandas

UP TO

40%
OFF

Unique decorative, vintage

items for you, your

home & garden

www.vintageetal.co.uk

vintageetal6@gmail.com

COME SEE US IN WARMINSTER

MON TO SAT
10AM–5PM

Replacement aluminium windows 
for period and new homes

� Single or dual RAL colours

� Fit into timber or direct to stone

� A-rated* LULYN` LMÄJPLUJ`

� UK manufactured

For expert advice call 0800 731 4294
www.thwc.co.uk

Showrooms at: Sevenoaks Dorking Beaconsfield Loughton

The Conservation Range

*An “A” rated product or certain “U” value is subject to DGU performance  
and type of specialist sealant or glass and gas used.



Celebrate design 
from every era...

EVERY DAY
On new website find’

expert tips, a news, exclusive videos,

beautiful homes and lots more...

homesandantiques.com
NEW 
LOOK

PLUS, sign up now to our weekly newsletter for the latest news

from the antiques world, t p p y ,top picks from the country’s best fairs, 

fantastic competitions and reader offers direct to your inbox 

 facebook.com/homesantiques |  @homes_antiques |  pinterest.com/homesantiques |  @homes_antiques



A
Aflair 020 8789 7377;  

aflair.co.uk

Alfies Antique Market 020 7723 

6066; alfiesantiques.com

Anjo Home 07769 647333; 

anjohome.co.uk

Annie Sloan 01865 713 089; 

anniesloan.com

Another Country 020 7486 3251; 

anothercountry.com

Aram 020 7557 7557; aram.co.uk

Artisanti 0345 259 1410;  

artisanti.com

B
B&B Italia bebitalia.com

Bonhams 020 7447 7447; 

bonhams.com

Bronte by Moon 0870 743 7410; 

brontebymoon.co.uk

C
Cattelan Italia;

cattelanitalia.com

Charleston Farmhouse 01323

811265; charleston.org.uk/shop

Christie’s 020 7839 9060;  

christies.com

Church Street Antiques 020 7723

7415; churchstreetantiques.net

The Conran Shop 0844 848 4000; 

conranshop.co.uk

The Courtauld Gallery 020 7848 

2526; courtauld.ac.uk

Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744; 

coxandcox.co.uk

Cush & Co cushandco.com

D
Darlings of Chelsea 020 7371

5745; darlingsofchelsea.co.uk

David Griffith Antiques 020 7226

1126; davidgriffithantiques.com

E
Earthborn 01928 734171; 

earthbornpaints.co.uk

Ercol 01844 271800; ercol.com

F
Fired Earth 0113 243 0748; 

firedearth.com

Florrie & Bill 01530 481798; 

florrieandbill.com

Folklore 020 7354 9333; 

shopfolklore.com

G
Gosforth Furniture

01912 872001;

gosforthfurniture.co.uk

The Great English Outdoors

01497 821205; greatenglish.co.uk

H
Harlequin 0845 123 6805; 

harlequin.uk.com

House of Fraser 0845 602 1073; 

houseoffraser.co.uk

I
I & JL Brown 01432 851991; 

ijlbrown.com

J
John Lewis 03456 049049; 

johnlewis.com

L
Lassco 01844 277188;  

lassco.co.uk

Little Greene 0845 880 5855; 

littlegreene.com

Loaf 0845 4680697; loaf.com

Lorfords Antiques 01666 505111; 

lorfordsantiques.com

M
Made 03442 571888;  

made.com

Marlesford Mill 01728 748076; 

marlesfordmill.co.uk

Marston & Langinger 020 7881

5700; marston-and-langinger.com

Mulberry Home 01202 266800; 

mulberryhome.com

N
Nordic House 01872 223220; 

nordichouse.co.uk

Not on the High Street 0345 259

1359; notonthehighstreet.com

O
Oka 0844 815 7380; 

okadirect.com

The Old Cinema 020 8995 4166; 

theoldcinema.co.uk

P
Pentreath & Hall 020 7430

2526; pentreath-hall.com

Pimpernel & Partners  

020 77312448;

pimpernelandpartners.co.uk

R
Relton Marine 01943 468989; 

reltonmarine.com

Rockett St George 01444 253391; 

rockettstgeorge.co.uk

Rose Arbuthnott rosearbuthnott.com

Rowen & Wren 01932 847538; 

rowenandwren.co.uk

The Rug Company 020 7243 7342; 

therugcompany.com

S
Sanderson 0844 543 9500; 

sanderson-uk.com

Settle Homes 07824 355918; 

settlehomes.com

Squires Antiques 01795 531503; 

squiresantiques.com

Steamer Chests steamer-chests.com

T
Tobias and the Angel 020 8878

8902; tobiasandtheangel.com

Tom Raffield tomraffield.com

V
Vanessa Arbuthnott  

01285 831437;

vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk

Vaughan 020 7349 4600; 

vaughandesigns.com

W
Wallpaper Direct 01323

430886; wallpaperdirect.com

Wild and Wolf 01225 789909; 

wildandwolf.com

#
1815 Antiques & Interiors 

07773 668582

1stdibs 1stdibs.com

SHOPPING DIRECTORY

Terms and conditions for competitions and reader survey Promoter: Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited. Entrants must be UK residents aged 18 years or older, excluding the promoter’s

employees. By entering, you agree to be bound by all the rules of the promotion. Only one entry per person allowed. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent

entries. Winning entries will be chosen at random from all eligible entries. The winner will be notified by email within 28 days of the closing date. The draw is final and no correspondence

will be entered into. For details of the winners, send an SAE to Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol, BS1 3BN within two months of the closing

date. If any winner is unable to be contacted within one month of the closing date, the promoter may redraw or offer the prize in a future promotion. Promoter reserves the right to substitute 

the prize with one of the same or greater value, but there is no cash alternative. See homesandantiques.com/competitionterms for full terms and conditions.

Competitions Send a postcard with your name, address, phone number and the name of the competition you wish to enter to: Homes &

Antiques magazine, PO Box 501, Leicester, LE94 0AA. Closing date for this issue is midnight on 11th November 2015 unless otherwise stated.
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I
’ve been journeying towards this cup for
a long time. I first saw one like it in the
Victoria and Albert Museum when I was
a child. There’s a lot of porcelain there,
especially gilded and swagged German

porcelain decorated with nymphs, so the purity
of this white cup was incredibly powerful to me.

I kept seeking out white porcelain in museums
all over the world, especially early white Meissen 
cups like this one. I felt that I couldn’t write 
my new book – a sort of autobiography about
how white has remained a constant in my life –
without having this cup in my hand, so I bought
one in Bonhams. It’s now on a shelf with all the
other porcelain I have collected on my journeys.

The development of porcelain in the west is one
of the great stories of discovery. No one knew
how to make it, so all porcelain came from Japan
or China. But at the start of the 18th century in
Dresden, a great ruler called Augustus the Strong
was an obsessive collector and kept an alchemist
and a philosopher locked in a castle for 10 years
until they found a formula for making porcelain.

I started making pots when I was very young.  
My first was a white bowl when I was five.
I suppose it’s quite odd to know so early what 
you want to do in life, although
often you meet people who have
always had music in their life. It
just happened to be pots for me.

Tactility is hugely important
to me. I like to know how
something feels. The Meissen
teacup (right) is extraordinary
because it weighs nothing. Next
to it on the shelf is an early piece
of English porcelain by William
Cookworthy that weighs a ton.

The award-winning potter

and author of The Hare With

Amber Eyes enthuses about the

purity of an early Meissen cup 

INTERVIEW ALICE HANCOCK

PHOTOGRAPH BEN McKEE

EDMUND

DE WAAL

THE FINAL LOT

I don’t collect in the sense of accumulating
a collection but I do get things that I feel I need.
All the objects on my shelf I’ve bought because
I’ve felt I needed to have a Meissen piece or a
Chinese item. The thing about having objects
near you is that they keep you in focus.

I will always look in an antiques shop. There’s
such a sense of possibility. You might discover
something that has been lost to the world.

One of my favourite finds was an ancient Chinese
pot that I picked up while travelling along the
border between Ethiopia and Somalia 25 years
ago. It was in a merchant’s house and I remember
excitedly saying how incredible it was – at which
point the price increased about 25 times.

I’ve always felt a total interpenetration of the past
in my work. It partly comes from growing up in
cold medieval vicarages and it’s partly a material
feeling too. Porcelain is in itself 1,000 years old
but also totally contemporary. I love working my
installations into old places such as Waddesdon.
I am very aware of history while being totally 
obsessed with what is happening now.

* Edmund’s new book The White Road (Chatto

& Windus, £20) is out now. thewhiteroadbook.com

ABOVE Edmund de Waal in

his studio, an old munitions

factory in east London

BELOW The white Meissen

cup Edmund bought from

Bonhams, reminiscent of

the one that first captured  

his imagination as a child.

It sits alongside ceramic

shards gathered from all 

over the world
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For our NEW 2016 catalogue call 01844 271821 or visit ercol.com
Ercol Furniture Ltd, Summerleys Road, Princes Risborough, Bucks. HP27 9PX

marino

E N G L A N D S I N C E 1 9 2 0
ercol




