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Tadpole, two-front-one-rear, reverse 
trikes – call ’em what you like, but 
trikes with two wheels up front are 
big news. This issue, we’ve got features 
on three newcomers: the Sturgis R18, 
Quadro and TerraCraft. And we have 
details of two other tadpole debuts 
from Motor Trike and 2trike. This 
comes hot on the heels of the Polaris 
Slingshot (our cover trike last issue) 
and the increasingly popular BRP Can-
Am Spyder.
 These tadpoles certainly seem to be 
hatching, and I sense that the market 
for ’em is very buoyant. Having two 
wheels up front certainly makes for a 
very different riding experience – I’ve 
spoken to quite a few people who, 
having ridden one, wouldn’t go back to 
the ‘traditional’ delta style. My advice: 
try a tadpole. I’d be fascinated to hear 
what you think of the experience.

CHRIS REES
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Hot on the launch of the Slingshot in Europe, 
Polaris has introduced new colour schemes 
and two limited edition models.
Up until now, the Slingshot has only been available in launch 
Pearl Red. You can now order it in Turbo Silver, while it also 
now features new all-black seats and bolder graphics.

Two new limited-edition ‘Pearl’ models are also available 
now, painted in either black or white. Both are based on the SL 
specification but add red powder-coating for the frame, swing arm, 
springs and front suspension, plus a tinted wind deflector, interior 
lighting kit and black cast aluminium wheels. The new LE models 

WEST WALES GOES 
BANDIT 
The latest product to come out 
of West Wales Trike Shack 
(WWTS) is this swinging 
arm with built-in axle for the 
Suzuki Bandit. 
It’s billed as “an easy and 
quick way of turning your 
Bandit into a trike.” Prices 
start at £2500, and other 
models are promised to follow 
soon. For more info, visit 
www.westwalestrikeshack.
co.uk or phone 01646 
651273.

are priced at £23,799, some £800 more than the regular SL.
For more information, visit polarisslingshot.eu

2TRIKE BREAKS 
COVER

A new motorbike-based ‘tadpole’ trike 
has been launched at the National Kit 

Car Show in Stoneleigh. 
The Oakworth, Yorkshire based manufacturer describes 
the new two-seater 2rike as a reverse sports trike. The 
prototype uses a Yamaha R1 motorbike rear end mated 
to a lightweight front framework, but a wide range 
of motorcycles can be used as a basis. As much of the 
donor bike is used as possible.

It’s been designed to be easy to build, by removing the 
bike front wheel and forks and bolting the rear end into 
the 2rike frame. You need to extend the wiring harness 
and relocate the switchgear and clocks.

Using the bike frame and engine means it can retain 
its original number plate, says the manufacturer. It’s 
fully road legal and qualifies for motorcycle road tax. For 
more information, visit www.2rike.com

NEW 
SLINGSHOTS
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BONKERS  
MASERATI TRIKE

French trike expert Lazareth has launched a crazy new 
machine powered by a Maserati V8. 
Launched at the Geneva Motor Show, the LM847 has actually 
got four wheels but qualifies as a trike. Its engine is a 4.7-litre 
Maserati V8 kicking out fully 470bhp. It delivers that monster 
power to the rear wheels via a single-speed hydraulic coupling and 
chain drive. Since it weighs a mere 400kg, it has a mental power-
to-weight ratio of 1175bhp per tonne!

Braking comes from two 420mm front discs with Nissin eight-
piston callipers and two 255mm Brembo rear discs with four-pot 
callipers. With its four single-sided swing arms and dual hub-
centre steering, it tilts into corners like a bike. The bodywork is a 
mix of glassfibre and carbon. 

MORGAN 
FLIPS TO 

ELECTRIC
A very different take on the 
Morgan Three-Wheeler – that’s 
the new EV3 launched at the 
recent Geneva Motor Show.
The new Morgan EV3 is powered 
by electricity only, so gone is the 
S&S V-Twin engine of the current 
Three-Wheeler. In its place is a 
62bhp water-cooled electric motor 
driving the single rear wheel. A 
20kWh lithium battery pack is 
housed within the tubular chassis.

Since Morgan first showed the EV3 
last year, it’s been redesigned with a 
retro-looking body featuring a fab-
looking single headlamp and brass bars 
that cool the battery. The bonnet, side 
pods and tonneau cover are made of 
carbon composite – a first for Morgan 
– with the rest of the car in aluminium 
over an ash frame. The cabin is new, too, 

with a digital range/charge 
indicator and an aircraft-
style transmission switch.

Morgan says the EV3’s 
range is 150 miles and it 
weighs 25kg less than the 
petrol Morgan (at 500kg). 
It’ll do 0-62mph in 9.0sec, 
rather slower than the 
petrol version. Production 
will start in late 2016, with 
prices about the same as 
the fossil-fuelled Morgan 
(around £30,000).

YAMAHA  
MWT-9 TO ENTER 

PRODUCTION?
The concept trike that Yamaha showed at the 2015 Tokyo 
Motor Show may have a production future, according to 
industry rumours. 
The Yamaha LMW-MWT-9 is a tilting trike based on the MT-09 
bike. It’s an aggressive-looking newcomer that’s much more ‘bike’ 
in look and feel than other reverse/tadpole trikes.
 Its two-wheel front end features independent suspension. It 
can tilt into corners (LMW means ‘Leaning Multi Wheel’) and 
its potent 110bhp 847cc three-cylinder engine would make it the 
most powerful tilting ‘reverse’ trike ever made.
 If the MWT-9 does enter production, possibly in 2017, it will 
join Yamaha’s existing 125cc Tricity trike as a larger model in the 
market, competing with the likes of the BRP Can-Am Spyder.

NEW LEATHER GEAR
Jun Takakuda, a leathersmith 
based in Essex, is offering 
a new range of custom 
motorcycle seats, saddle 
bags, wallets, keyrings, 
cases and more. All are 
hand-stitched and hand 
curved individually. Originally 
from Japan, his work mixes 
Japanese, Native American 
and British influences. Check 
out Jun’s work on the Etsy 
website, or contact him 
directly at takakuda@
gmail.com

NEWPROWLER GOLD 
WING TADPOLE TRIKE 

US trike maker, Motor Trike, has launched the Prowler RT, 
an independent front suspension ‘reverse trike’ conversion 
for the Honda GL 1800 Gold Wing.  
The entirely new front end has independent suspension with over 
four inches of suspension travel, a 1:1 steering system, 17in alloy 
wheels and disc brakes that keep the combined braking system. The 

large front storage box holds over 
8.5 cubic feet of luggage.

The conversion fits 
all GL 1800 models 
and is available in 
the UK through 
DTB Panther. 
More information  
at www.motor 
trike.com and 

dtbpanthertrikes.
co.uk



TRIKE EVENT

8 TRIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 38

TRIKE TALK

DON’T MISS  
AN ISSUE!
Get your copy of TRIKE on a regular 
basis. Just fill in this form and hand 
to your local newsagent.

TRIKE MAGAZINE BUILT FOR TRIKERS WWW.TRIKEMAGAZINE.COMTRIKE MAGAZINE BUILT FOR TRIKERS WWW.TRIKEMAGAZINE.COM

KAWASAKI ZZR
HOME-BUILT MASTERPIECE

ALFA ROMEO V6
ITALIAN? TEMPERAMENTAL? PAH!

SUZUKI M109R2
UKRAINIAN TILTER

ALFA ROMEO V6
ITALIAN? TEMPERAMENTAL? PAH!

PLUS
EVEN MORE 
AMAZING
3-WHEELED 
MACHINES
INCLUDING...

ALSO: MOTORCYCLE LIVE • STAR WARS • TRIKES FOR SALE • TRIKE SPOTS • NEWS & PRODUCTS

HOT SHOT!
POLARIS SLINGSHOT

ONLY £4.25 // SPRING 2016 // ISSUE 37

SUPERTRIKE 
SPECIAL!
ZZR, R6, GSX & MORE

Name

Address

   Postcode

Email address

Telephone number

NEW EML GL1800 
CONVERSION

A new fully independent rear end conversion 
for the Honda GL1800 GoldWing has been 
launched by Dutch trike specialist, EML. Called 
the Martinique X-GT, it’s packed with unique 
features.
The most important change is a new, fully redesigned 
independent rear suspension system. This has a 
totally unique design consisting of crossed rear 
arms that form an ‘X’ pattern – hence the name 
X-GT. EML claims the redesigned suspension offers 
improved handling and better ride comfort.

The body style is strikingly new and updated, 
featuring a new design of floorboards that you can 
stand on. There’s also a lower body spoiler, new-style 
boot lid, new lights and low-profile tyres.

The EML Martinique X-GT is available through 
Colin Appleyard, priced at £15,499 for the full 
conversion. Production starts in June 2016. More 
information at www.colinappleyard.com or phone 
01535 358040.

EVENTSTRIKE
JUNE  
24-25th June: Rusty Sprocket MCC’s 
Moon Rally at the Marconi Holiday 
Village, Lavernock Point, Fort Penarth, nr 
Cardiff CF64 5XQ. Trophies, live bands, 
games, swimming pool. Ring 07968 
169785 or visit www.rustysprocketsmcc.
co.uk. No dogs. No fires.

24-26th June: 3B’s RC’s Only Fools 
& Bikers Custom & Classic Show at 
Roots Garden Centre, Priors Court Road, 
Hermitage, Newbury, Berkshire RG18 
9TG.  Prebook £15 (day tickets £10). 
400 limit – strictly prebook only. Tickets 
(cheques payable to 3B’s) with an SAE 
from Only Fools Ticket Sales, 34 Tarn 
Close, Farnborough, Hampshire GU14 
0RP. For info, ring 07795 291119 or visit 
www.3bsrallyclub.com. No caravans or 
camper vans, no fire, no barbecues.

26th June: Coffinscratchers MCC’s 
Bike & Trike Custom Show at Coalville 
Rugby Club, The Memorial Ground, Hall 
Lane, Coalville, Leics LE67 5PF. Trophies, 
stalls, raffle, Saturday night camping, 
disabled toilets. 10am start. £2.50. See 
www.coffinscratchersmcc.co.uk.

 
JULY 
1-3rd July: Towrags Bike & Trike Club’s 
Towrags Rally at Smallbrook Stadium, 
Ryde, Isle of Wight. Live bands, ride out, hog 
roast, silly games. £12 pre-book or £15 on 
the gate. Day tickets £8. For info ring 01983 
761759 or see www.towrags-iow.co.uk.

14-16th July: Rock and Bike Fest 
at Carnfield Hall, South Normanton, 
Derbyshire DE55 2BE. £40 prebook. 
Tickets (cheques payable to RABF) 
with an SAE from Tickets RABF, PO 
Box 9969, Nottingham NG10 9DQ. For 
info, see www.rockandbikefest.co.uk. 

15-17th July: Twats Up For The Craic 2 
Rally at the Breighton Ferry, Breighton, 
Selby, North Yorkshire YO8 6DH. Bands, 
disco, fancy dress, raffle. £16 prebook 
or £20 on the gate. 500 limit. Tickets 
(cheques payable to A Partridge) from 72 
The Oval, Conisbrough, Doncaster, South 
Yorkshire DN12 3JB. Ring 07766 308668. 

 
22-24th July: Sewer Rats’ 5th Bike 
& Trike Rally at Keighley Rugby Union 
Football Club, Keighley Road, Utley, 
West Yorks BD20 6DT. 150 limit. 
Email sewerrats@hotmail.co.uk

29-31st July: West London Harley 
 Riders’ Burning Budgie Rally at 
Beaconsfield SYCOB FC, Holloways  
Park, Windsor Road, Beaconsfield, 
Bucks HP9 2SE. Bike show, beer, bands, 
free camping, free breakfast, ride out, 
tattooist, yard of ale contest. £20 for 
weekend or £10 for Friday night, £10 
for Saturday night, £5 for day ticket. 
For details ring 07733 357339 or see 
www.westlondonharleyriders.co.uk.

 
AUGUST 
5-7th August: Coffinscratchers  
MCC’s 9th Out of the Grave Rally at  
Coalville Rugby Club, The Memorial  
Ground, Hall Lane, Coalville, Leics LE67 
5PF. Bands, disco, trophies, tattooist,  
stalls, disabled toilets. £12.50 prebook  
or £15 on the gate. Tickets (cheques payable 
to DA Cayless) from Out of the Grave  
Rally, 1 Willow Road, Loughborough, 
Leics LE11 2JX. See www.
coffinscratchersmcc.co.uk.

26-29th August: Fellowship of UK Trikers 
Fuktfest 2016, Stockton Football & Cricket 
Club, Warwickshire. Tickets £15 + £1 p&p 
(with free £5 drink token and enamel badge). 
More info at www.fukt.bigcartel.com

 
SEPTEMBER 
10th September: GoldWing Light 
Parade, Scarborough. Evening light 
parade and fireworks display in support 
of RNLI, trophies for Best Trike and 
Best-Lit Trike. More info at www.
goldwing-light-parade.co.uk

15-18th September: Rejects 
Brotherhood’s Drink, Drop and Doss 
RallyThe Elham Valley, Canterbury, 
Kent CT7 9QG. Bike show, trophies, live 
music, real ales, great bar, family friendly. 
Ring 07849 268387 or visit www.
rejectsbrotherhood.co.uk. No dogs.
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TRIKE FEATURE

CURVACEOUS, SHINY AND OH-SO-GOOD-LOOKING, 
THIS NEW V-ROD CONVERSION FROM CASARVA 
LOOKS LIKE IT CAME OUT OF THE HARLEY FACTORY.

W
hatever you think of Harleys, they do tend 
to live up to their ‘Milwaukee Tractor’ 
nickname. You know: solid, agricultural. 

The V-Rod is a very different beast, though. 
Developed to compete against Japanese 

muscle bikes, its sleek look and its hydro-formed frame 
tubes are far removed from the normally robust Harley 
look. Even its engine is unique: a Revolution V-Twin 
designed jointly with Porsche, making it the first Harley 
engine to have overhead cams and water cooling.

ROD OF 

WORDS: CHRIS REES  IMAGES: VAIDAS GERIKAS

STEEL

So doing a conversion that looks like it could have 
come from the Harley factory certainly carried its 
challenges, but Peterborough-based Casarva Custom 
Conversions has done a brilliant job, we reckon.

“We have sent one of our DIY conversion kits out 
to a V-Rod owner before,” says Steve Read of Casarva, 
“but this is the first in-house build we’ve done. There 
are a lot of bespoke parts on this machine.”

It started out as an early (56-plate) V-Rod VRSCAW – a 
development of the original V-Rod VRSCA with a revised frame 
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CASARVA HARLEY V-ROD

and a five-gallon fuel tank. Being an early VRSCAW means it 
has a 1130cc (69cu in) engine, rather than the later 1250cc unit. 

The VRSCAW came with forward controls as standard, 
but this particular example had custom footsets in billet 
aluminium. The V-Rod is a two-seater to start with, but few 
people know that its pillion footpegs are not symmetrical. 
Casarva took the opportunity not only to make special brackets 
to even them up but also to lower them by 1.5 inches. 

The shape of Casarva’s rear framework echoes the sinuous lines 
of the V-Rod’s frame – you can see ‘S’ shapes on the sides, for 
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TRIKE FEATURE

instance, and the steelwork at the 
back end (above the anti-roll bar) 
is curvaceous too. The whole frame 
has been powder-coated in a silver-
pewter finish to match the original 
Harley. It all looks super-aesthetic 
and gives you a sense of movement 
even with the trike at a standstill.

Even the rear mudguards are 
specially done, matching the 
shape of the V-Rod centre guard. 
Their raised lines have bespoke 

laser-cut stainless steel infill 
plates to break up their shape. 

And the exhaust pipes look pretty 
special, don’t they? The customer 
didn’t want the exhaust to go under 
the rear end, so the regular V-Rod 
pipes were shouldered over the 
offside wishbone by Casarva, which 
was a tough job as the modification 
is not just a straight tube. The 
whole exhaust was then given a 
mirror stainless steel finish. 

THE WHOLE FRAME 
HAS BEEN POWDER-
COATED IN A SILVER-
PEWTER FINISH TO 
MATCH THE ORIGINAL 
HARLEY. IT GIVES YOU 
A SENSE OF MOVEMENT 
EVEN WITH THE TRIKE 
AT A STANDSTILL

The cradle is basically Casarva’s 
heavy-duty ‘Brute’ item, which is a 
very neatly engineered conversion 
(bolt-on to satisfy the DVLA). 
The drive is offset so much (a 
sprocket replacing the pulley) 
that the cradle had to be specially 
made for this trike. The basic 
geometry of the independent rear 
end is the same but the tubework 
is different, with extra buttresses 
and curved elements (again 
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CASARVA HARLEY V-ROD

echoing the V-Rod frame).  You’ve 
got an anti-roll bar and coilovers 
with tough 800lb springs. As per 
Casarva’s usual practice, there are 
bulletproof BMW 5 Series E39 
diff, shafts and hubs at the back, 
mated to a Renthal sprocket.

The rear wishbones are 
designed so that the dampers can 
be mounted in one of two slots. 
It’s easy for the customer simply 
to undo the bolt and jack the 
back end up and let the damper 
swing down to a lower position. 
This means if you’re carrying a 
lot of weight, the ride firms up 

and you get better handling. 
The new rear disc brakes are 

hydraulically operated, which 
proved a bit of a challenge as no 
one seemed to know what size the 
Harley master cylinder was (at least 
3/4in was needed). There’s also a 
stainless steel Trigger handbrake, 
as made by Richard Oakes. 

Those chunky rear wheels are 
American-made KMC Rockstar II 
17in alloys in a polished black finish. 
They’re shod with 255/40 R17 tyres 
that offer loads of rear grip. Up 
front, the forks are standard except 
for slugs in the top to stiffen up the 

CASARVA’S INDEPENDENT REAR END IS 
BASICALLY STANDARD  BUT THE TUBEWORK 

IS DIFFERENT, WITH EXTRA BUTTRESSES AND 
CURVED ELEMENTS ECHOING THE V-ROD FRAME
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TRIKE FEATURE

spring. If you were to increase the 
rake on this, you’d need to extend 
the forks a lot because it’s such a 
compact machine, and you’d then 
have ground clearance issues. 

There were a few challenges 
specific to the V-Rod. For instance, 
there had to be a connecting plate 
to the link the frame to Casarva’s 
rear end. On the V-Rod the fuel 
tank sits under the seat rather 
than over the engine, which kind 
of gets in the way a bit when 
you’re doing a trike conversion. 

But the biggest mod was to swap 
from belt to chain drive. The main 
reason for this is that the longer 
wheelbase of the trike means there’s 
no belt long enough for the job, 
and in any case maintenance of a 
belt drive requires disassembly of 
the trike rear end. A chain is much 
simpler to replace: it just rolls on. 

The chosen chain is a high-quality, 
heavy-duty DID 530 gold item 
with a challengingly long run.

The result is one great-looking 
trike. It’s actually much more 
compact than our portrait pictures 
suggest. In fact, when Steve Read 
saw pics of him riding it, he said: 
“I look like an elephant on a pea!” 
The V-Rod is therefore ideal 
for shorter riders and women 
seem to like it, too.  “It handles 
really well,” says Steve, “and 
the owner is over the moon.”

So what’s the cost if you want 
something similar? A regular chain-
drive Casarva conversion is around 
£8500, but the bespoke elements 
of this particular machine mean it’s 
up around the £10,000 mark. If 
you want to do it yourself, Casarva 
offers a comprehensive bolt-on 
cradle kit, including diff, exhaust 
and wheels, priced from around 
£4500. Form an orderly queue…

CONTACT
Casarva Custom Conversions, 29 Culley Court, Orton 
Southgate, Peterborough PE2 6XD. 
Tel: 01733 234942. web: www.casarva.co.uk

ENGINE:
Harley-Davidson Revolution 1130cc V-Twin, 
reprofiled exhausts

FRAME:
Standard Harley V-Rod VRSCAW front 
frame, modified Casarva Brute tubular steel 
rear cradle, powder-coated silver-pewter

FRONT END: 
Stiffened Harley V-Rod forks, standard 
wheel, custom footsets, Trigger handbrake

REAR END:
Casarva ‘Brute’ rear cradle conversion, 
BMW diff, shafts and hubs, Renthal 
sprocket, 800lb springs, KMC Rockstar II 
17in wheels, 255/40 R17 tyres

BODYWORK:
Standard V-Rod body and tank, custom rear 
mudguards with laser-cut steel infill plates

ELECTRICS:
Standard V-Rod with front-facing marker 
lights and tail LEDs

THIS IS ONE GREAT-LOOKING 
TRIKE. IT’S ACTUALLY MUCH 
MORE COMPACT THAN OUR 
PORTRAIT PICTURES SUGGEST
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TRIKE FEATURE

WHEN IS A TRIKE NOT A TRIKE? WHEN IT’S GOT, ER, FOUR 
WHEELS. WE TEST QUADRO’S LATEST LEANING MAXI-

SCOOTERS WITH BOTH THREE AND FOUR WHEELS.

WORDS: CHRIS REES  IMAGES: VAIDAS GERIKAS

T
his might just be a first 
in Trike magazine – a 
trike with four wheels. 
It’s true: a four-wheeler 
can count as a trike if its 

front and rear tracks are narrow 
enough – and you don’t need to 
pass a bike test to ride it. Welcome 
to the Quadro4 and its three-
wheeled sibling, the Quadro3. 

Question: why the hell would 
you want four wheels? Especially 
as it costs £2500 more than the 

QUADRIKE

three-wheeled Quadro3? Good 
question, and one you can only 
really answer by riding it and feeling 
just how stable and safe it is.

But there are a whole bunch of 
reasons why you might want to 
switch to four wheels. It’s great 
for regular commuters with its 
superior safety and stability, for 
starters. The extra wheel limits the 
risk of sliding on wet, loose or oily 
surfaces: if one wheel loses grip, 
the other wheel hangs on. You 

can also brake hard in standing 
water and it doesn’t skip out. 

The Quadro4 is no wider than 
the three-wheeler so it’s just as good 
at darting through traffic. And if 
you’ve got short legs (or high heels!), 
you can ride it happily without 
the need to put your feet down. 

The ‘4’ will also tilt at up to 45 
degrees – more than most bikers 
would ever dare to lean. Even 
weirder, it’ll even tilt at the full 
45 degrees when it’s stationary, 
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THE QUADRO4 WILL EVEN TILT AT ITS 
MAXIMUM 45 DEGREES WHEN IT’S COMPLETELY 

STATIONARY - THAT’S HOW STABLE IT IS

without falling over – that’s how 
stable it is. You can also park it 
on steep terrain or a kerb and 
it’ll stay in an upright position.

If you’re thinking the Swiss-
made Quadro looks a bit like the 
Piaggio MP3, that should come as 
little surprise, as it was designed 
by Luciano Marabese, the same 
man who created the Piaggio. The 
major difference is the Hydraulic 
Tilting System (HTS), a fluid-based 
leaning suspension set-up, which 

we’ll come to in just a minute.
So we have two Quadros here: the 

3 and 4. While the twin-wheel front 
end is the same on both machines, 
the back ends are totally different. 
The 3 has its engine sited further 
back, with a side-exit exhaust 
and single belt drive. Meanwhile 
the 4 has twin belt drives and an 
integrated differential to make 
this a two-wheel drive machine, 
plus a centre-exit exhaust. 

It was the Quadro4 that I was 

QUADRO3 & QUADRO4
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really itching to get to grips with. 
I won’t deny it, at first it feels 
pretty weird. Most three-wheelers 
don’t tilt, let alone four-wheelers. 
So should I be treating this as a 
car or a bike? You kind of expect 
it to stay upright, but as soon as 
you’ve disengaged the tilt lock 
(the big red lever in front of you), 
it’s free to lean. Well, almost: 
you can use the combined brake 
(via the pedal or left-hand lever) 

CONTACT
DTB Panther Trikes Unit 4 Valley Road Business Park, Liversedge, Yorks WF15 6JY. Tel: 
01924 235655. web: www.dtbpanthertrikes.co.uk and www.quadrovehicles.com

to limit your degree of tilt. 
Manoeuvring at low speeds takes a 

little practice but as soon as I trained 
my brain to think ‘bike’ rather 
than ‘trike’ it all worked 100% 
naturally. It leans into bends like 
any two-wheeler and you soon learn 
to chuck it about. The hydraulic 
tilting suspension system makes 
cornering feel tremendously fluid 
and smooth. It deals with potholes 
and cambers superbly, as well as 

I WON’T DENY IT, AT FIRST IT FEELS PRETTY 
WEIRD. MOST THREE-WHEELERS DON’T TILT, 

LET ALONE FOUR-WHEELERS
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ENGINE:
Single-cylinder, four-stroke, four-valve, 
liquid-cooled 346cc SOHC engine, 
electronic injection, power: 27bhp at 
7000rpm, torque: 28.8Nm at 5500rpm, 
CVT auto transmission, belt drive

FRAME:
Steel tube frame, Hydraulic Tilting System 

FRONT END: 
2.75 x 14in wheels, 110/80-14 M/C tyres, 
240mm disc brakes, front-wheel braking 
via right lever 

REAR END: 
Quadro3: 3.75 x 15in wheel, 140/70-15 
M/C tyre, 256mm disc brake. 
Quadro4: 2.75 x 14in wheels, 110/80-14 
M/C tyres, 240mm disc brakes.
Both: combined braking via left lever and 
foot pedal

DIMENSIONS:
Quadro 3: Length 2270mm, height 
1340mm, Width 800mm, Dry weight 
200kg, tank 13 litres 
Quadro 4: Length 2180mm, height 
1340mm, Width 800mm, Dry weight 
257kg, tank 14 litres 

COLOURS: 
Snow White, Titanium Grey, Raw Black 
(Quadro4 also Swiss Red)

PRICE:
Quadro3: £5999
Quadro4: £8499

changes in the road surface. I’m told 
it can even tackle muddy fields.

The ‘4’ feels bigger and chunkier 
than the ‘3’ – even though it’s 
actually shorter – while the 3 rides 
more like a regular scooter. Both 
have ultra-simple CVT automatic 
transmission – just twist the grip 
and go. All Quadros can reach 
85mph and do around 70mpg, 
so they’re perfect for commuting. 
The brakes are fantastic, too.

Unlike the Quadro3, the 4 has 
a parking brake: a little handle 
by your hip that lifts up and locks 
a pin into serrations in the rear 
disc to stop the trike from rolling 
away – simple but clever. One 
other difference is bigger under-
seat storage in the ‘3’ (it can hold 
two helmets, whereas the ‘4’ only 
has space for one). There are lots 
of accessories, from top boxes to 

weather aprons, different wheels 
to taller screens, while a new 
‘Adventure’ dress-up kit is on its way. 

So what do we think, then? These 
Quadros are very well engineered, 
look great and are pretty clever. 
Once you’ve got the hang of it, 
they’re also easy and safe to ride, 
great fun and very different. So 
different, in fact, that the 4 is unique 
in the market at the moment. That 
means it appeals to ‘alternative’ 
types who like new ideas. 

Yorkshire-based DTB Panther 
says it’s selling Quadros to all sorts 
of people, from motorhome owners 
who strap them to the back of 
their trucks, to dads buying them 
for their daughters. They even 
think the Quadro4 would make 
a great blood donor machine, or 
Tour de France camera vehicle. 
Me? I’d have one for pure fun.

QUADRO3 & QUADRO4

THE ‘4’ FEELS BIGGER AND CHUNKIER THAN THE ‘3’ – 
EVEN THOUGH IT’S ACTUALLY SHORTER – WHILE THE 3 

RIDES MORE LIKE A REGULAR SCOOTER
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I
f it’s spring, it must be Rebel 
Rally time of year! Yet again, 
the weather was on our side, 
the rain stayed away and the 
sun shone on the righteous.

As many of those who 
have been to the White Hart public 
house in Lenton, Nottingham 
know, this has been a bikers’ pub 
for several decades now. So it’s no 
surprise that plenty of local rockers 
turned up to the rally, as usual.  

The event has always been 
advertised as Trike, Bike and 
Scooter show. Only one scooter 
has attended in previous years but 
in 2016 there was a whole influx 
of them. Every few minutes more 
scooters arrived, which made a 
nice change, mixing things up 

TRIKE EVENT

WORDS & IMAGES: ACE

REBEL 
RALLY
White Hart pub, Nottingham

The fifth one-day Custom Show 

by the Rebel Rally Crew really 

drew the crowds this year

amongst the bikes and trikes. 
Very nice rides were to be 

seen everywhere. Even Simon 
Hunt managed to get his trike 
out and come along – I only 
mention that because it leaves 
his garage just once a year!

The regular Trikes R Us guys 
’n’ girls turned up in convoy. They 
never miss anything, that lot, 
and you could never miss them. 
Noisy bunch! Several trikers 
from Milton Keynes and beyond 
also made their way to Middle 
Earth, making sure the show 
was not just one for the locals. 

By 1pm the large pub car park 
was busting at the seams. From 
factory-built Rewacos and Booms 
to home-builds there was plenty 
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to see. Some of the one-offs really 
rewarded studying as they have so 
many home-made parts on them.

As with most shows, it’s always 
a pleasure to converse with like-
minded folk and pick up some new 
tech ideas. All this while listening to 
great music from the band and the 
smell of petrol from the vehicles.

The landlord and landlady 
had supplied the band for the 
afternoon – The Solutions – who 
played several sets throughout 

the day, including some songs 
for the scooter boys and girls, a 
great mix. With Mr Johnny Fang 
doing his DJ spot in between, 
there was always a backdrop of 
music from start to finish.

Plus a great raffle, as usual. 
Adam kept the crowd entertained 
reading out numbers and making 
some of them up just to wind a 
few people up! The kind folks 
from the Rock n Bike Festival 
donated two tickets as the main 
prize – thank you Ben and Tina. 

A young lady volunteered to 
do the awards judging, which left 
the Rebel Rally crew to carry on 
with their duties (thank you!). 
The trophy presentations followed 
and this year every one was there 
to collect them, even Compo. 

Rebel Rally was once again great 
Saturday out in April for all those 
who attended. We’re delighted to 
have raised £420 for the Lincoln 
and Notts Air Ambulance service, 
too. Thank you to everyone there 
from the whole Rebel Rally Crew. @



TRIKE MAIN FEATURE

WORDS: CHRIS REES   IMAGES: VAIDAS GERIKAS

26 TRIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 38

WE GET BEHIND THE TWIN FRONT WHEELS OF THE 
ALL-NEW STURGIS R18 REVERSE TRIKE BASED ON 

THE HONDA GOLD WING GL1800 – AND TO SAY WE’RE 
IMPRESSED IS AN UNDERSTATEMENT

L
eaning hard into a corner, 
this thing is just gripping. 
No drama, no fuss – just 
point-and-go directness. 
Whereas in most trikes 

you’d be pussyfooting around the 
spectacularly twisty roads of our 
Yorkshire test ride, this machine 
just is simply dealing with it all.

By the gods of triking, this is 
fun! Watching the front wheels 
go up and down. Feeling full 

confidence that it’s able to tackle 
bends at big speeds. Kicking 
back in comfort. Blatting around 
with all the torque you could 
ever need. It’s a sheer delight. 

For anyone used to riding 
traditional-style ‘delta’ trikes 
with one wheel at the front, 
the experience of riding with 
two wheels at the front is likely 
to come as a revelation. 

This isn’t the first ‘reverse’ Gold 

SPICE
G O L D

Wing-based three-wheeler we’ve 
featured in Trike magazine, nor 
even the first from the Netherlands. 
But the Sturgis R18 is, we think, set 
to be a pretty significant newcomer. 
It’s the brainchild of Pieter Lammes, 
a Honda Gold Wing dealer from 
Andijk in The Netherlands who 
set up Sturgis Trikes BV. Why the 
name Sturgis R18? It’s after the 
South Dakota town where the huge 
bike rally happens every year, while 



STURGIS R18
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R18 signifies ‘Reverse 1800cc’.
It’s based on what must be 

one of the best machines ever 
for trike conversion: the Honda 
Gold Wing GL1800. The R18 
retains all the things that make the 
Gold Wing such a sophisticated 
touring machine, such as ABS, 
airbag, cruise control, combined 
braking system and sat nav.

Doesn’t it look good? The 
new glassfibre front bodywork 

is seamlessly integrated with 
the original Gold Wing fairing. 
Underneath, the engineering is 
evidently of top quality, as our 
close perusal of a Sturgis in build 
confirmed. The conversion consists 
of a robust cradle, double wishbones 
and bespoke coilovers with 
hydraulic shocks that have pre-load 
and damping force adjustment, so 
you can set it up just how you like. 

The original engine mounts are 

used to bolt the new front end to, 
which means the safety bars in 
front of the engine are of a new 
design made by Sturgis. Since the 
GL1800 engine sucks its air in 
at the front, the Sturgis features 
a proper cooling system using a 
fan plumbed into the front end.

The rear wheel is also standard 
Honda, but the bike tyre is 
swapped for a car one. Why? The 
trike doesn’t lean into bends, so 
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the car tyre is far more suitable 
– and durable. We’re assured 
that with a bike rear tyre fitted, 
the rear end would be very lively 
indeed! There’s an uprated 
progressive spring joining the 
original Honda shock absorbers 
at the back too, keeping the ride 
quality very comfortable indeed.

The combined braking system 
works very much like the original 
Gold Wing’s, too. The big difference 
is that the original GL1800 dual 
hydraulic discs are split across two 
wheels. The braking system works 
fantastically well – very stable and 
secure, and very capable of hauling 

the trike up in short shrift. A very 
neatly engineered parking brake is 
sited by the footboard so you can 
easily flip it off with your right foot.

There’s no power steering 
because it’s simply not needed. 
The result is not only better fuel 
consumption but also fantastic 
steering feel. You can sense exactly 
what’s happening at the front end; 
yes, there is some body roll, but it 
feels absolutely stable in a way that 
will surprise trike riders who are 
used to a single front wheel. It’s 
huge fun to chuck into corners; in 
fact, it’s quite possible to drift the 
rear end in the right conditions, 

IT’S HUGE FUN TO CHUCK INTO CORNERS; IN 
FACT, IT’S QUITE POSSIBLE TO DRIFT THE REAR 
END IN THE RIGHT CONDITIONS
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such as entering roundabouts…
Even though the front track is 

quite narrow at 1580mm, that 
superb stability never wanes. 
The R18 is very easy to ride 
with one hand, which is great 
in tight manoeuvres when you 
need to turn the bars a lot. The 
suspension set-up is quite soft, 
to the benefit of cruising.

The electric reverse system 
works just as it does on the Gold 

Wing – slowly but deliberately, 
and with decent power to it. At 
525kg, the R18 actually isn’t too 
heavy to manoeuvre with your 
feet on the ground. The 525kg 
weight does mean it’s classed 
as a PLG vehicle for VED tax, 
rather than a motorbike, but it’s 
still a Class 3 trike so it can be 
ridden on a car or bike licence.

As you’d expect, the GL1800 
engine is perfectly up to the 
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job of carrying that weight. 
There’s so much torque, you 
rarely need to change a gear, and 
very rapid progress is possible 
from that super-smooth ‘six’.

The Sturgis R18 is on sale now 
at Colin Appleyard in Keighley, 
Yorkshire – already known not 
only as a leading Gold Wing 
centre but also one of the UK’s 
best-known trike specialists. Colin 
Appleyard not only imports the 
Sturgis but also builds the complete 
conversion, priced at £12,999. It 
can be converted within a week 
but the total turnaround time is 
about three weeks because paint 
is needed – speaking of which, you 
can either have an exact colour 
match to your Gold Wing or a 
full custom scheme (the next one 
Appleyard is building is a two-tone). 
In the first month on sale, they’ve 
already doubled the UK sales target 
for the whole of 2016! Might be 
time to rethink those targets…

We think Sturgis has done a great 
job of creating a ‘tadpole’ Gold 
Wing trike that looks and feels 
like it could have come from the 
Honda factory. Riders now have 
a very convincing alternative to 
BRP’s Can-Am Spyder. This is 
the sort of high-quality, superbly 
performing, safe machine that 
might just swing trike buyers 
around to the idea of a ‘reverse’ 
with two front wheels. Try it – I 
guarantee you’ll surprise yourself.

CONTACT
Colin Appleyard 
Motorcycles, 
Wellington Road, 
Worth Way, 
Keighley BD21 
5AJ. 
Tel: 01535 
606311. 
Web: www.
colinappleyard.
com and www.
reversedtrike.nl

ENGINE:
Standard Honda Gold Wing 1800 liquid-
cooled 1832cc flat-six, manual transmission, 
electric reverse

FRONT END: 
Steel cradle with independent double-
wishbone suspension, coilovers with 
adjustable hydraulic dampers, Honda Gold 
Wing brake discs and callipers in Sturgis 
brackets, 17in alloy wheels, 205/45 17 tyres

REAR END: 
Original Honda suspension with uprated 
progressive spring, Honda disc brake, 
mechanical parking brake, standard Honda 
16in wheel with 185/65 16 car tyre

BODYWORK:
Standard Gold Wing with Sturgis glassfibre 
front end and mudguards

DIMENSIONS:
Length 2650mm, Width 1580mm, Height 
1420mm, Weight 525kg

PAINT:
Factory match or custom

PRICE:
£12,999 for complete conversion 

THIS IS JUST THE SORT OF HIGH-QUALITY, 
SUPERBLY PERFORMING, SAFE MACHINE THAT 

MIGHT JUST SWING TRIKE BUYERS AROUND TO THE 
IDEA OF A ‘REVERSE’ WITH TWO FRONT WHEELS
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TRIKE SHOP YAMAHA XVS1300 CUSTOM

WITH ITS LOW-SLUNG CUSTOM LOOK AND RAKED FORKS, THE YAMAHA XVS1300 
CUSTOM LOOKED LIKE THE IDEAL MACHINE TO TURN INTO A THREE-WHEELER, 

THOUGHT TRIKE SHOP. WE THINK SO TOO.

W
hen Haydn and Bev at the Trike 
Shop were looking for a new custom 
bike to turn into a trike for stock, 
they were instantly drawn to the 
Yamaha XVS1300 Custom.

“We found it advertised at a bike shop on eBay, 
brand new and unregistered. We loved the look of 
it, so we decided to make our first XVS1300 Custom 
trike conversion – but it definitely won’t be our last.”

So what exactly is an XVS1300 Custom? It’s a 
rebadged version of the Yamaha Stryker launched 

BREACH OF

CUSTOM

in the USA in 2011 – a chopper cruiser style 
machine with more than a hint of Harley about 
it. The seat sits ultra-low and the chassis is long 
and low-slung. The big V-twin engine has an 
air-cooled look but it’s actually water-cooled 
(with hidden hoses and internal engine coolant 
passages) and kicks out a healthy 72bhp at 
5500rpm and 76ftlb of torque at just 3000rpm. 

It’s got what Yamaha describes as “a seriously 
raked out front end” with a classic chopper look, 
but that also makes it great for triking.  Its standard 
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offset triple clamps keep the centre 
of gravity low and the 40-degree 
rake in the forks means it doesn’t 
need to be altered to turn it into 
a trike – it’s already plenty light 
enough. Those pull-back handlebars 
are ideal, too. This is quite an 
expensive bike new, but prices 
do seem to be coming down. 

Trike Shop’s trike conversion is a 
natural for this machine. The rear 
end is a standard Trike Shop Classic 
IRS conversion with the narrower of 
the two widths on offer. The original 
Trike Shop rear end, conceived 18 
years ago, is 63in across, but for 
owners with tight parking spots 
or narrow garages, a narrower 

54in rear end was developed. The 
standard Yamaha belt drive is 
kept, with an offset pulley fitted. 

The brakes are Ford discs – Trike 
Shop always uses discs, not drums 
– while the half-shafts and diff 
are also Ford, the latter machined 
in-house for the belt drive. The 
independent suspension is also 
made in-house using Protech 
shocks and 900lb springs. Trike 
Shop normally adds an anti-
roll bar but this trike doesn’t 
need one as it’s so narrow.

The exhaust is mostly standard: 
the original matt black downpipes 
have been kept, mated to a link pipe 
and a single matt black muffler. 

TRIKE SHOP’S 
CONVERSION IS A 
NATURAL FOR THIS 
MACHINE. THE REAR 
END IS A CLASSIC IRS 
CONVERSION WITH THE 
NARROWER OF THE TWO 
WIDTHS ON OFFER

The exhaust is routed out the back 
underneath the rear suspension.

The big 21-inch Yamaha front 
wheel is a lightweight five-spoke 
cast aluminium item. It has all-
black spokes as standard, but 
Trike Shop decided to polish it 
up in places to resemble the rear 
wheels. Normally the guys in Wales 
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try and match the back wheels 
to the front one for the best look, 
but on this one the rear wheels 
looked so good that they decided 
to match the front wheel to suit. 
The rears are ‘Shark’ 17-inchers 
with chunky 215/40 tyres – this 
is the regular size of wheel Trike 
Shop likes to use, as it keeps the 
gearing ideal for the bike’s set-up. 

The look of the base Yamaha 
really lives up to its ‘Custom’ billing. 
Pretty much nothing was needed 
to make it look great. No extra 
polished items have been added – 
and that’s unusual for Trike Shop. 

Indeed the front wheel is pretty 
much the only polished item. 

The paint is standard Yamaha 
Liquid Copper, with the specially 
made rear mudguards painted by 
RIP Customs in Barry to match 
the design of the tank, including 
matching black stripes. The rear 
lights are old-school units, and the 
four front marker lights LEDs look 
good and deliver blindingly bright 
light. If you want to customise it, 
Yamaha itself offers a huge range 
of accessories, including touring 
screens, custom wheels, sprockets, 
seats, engine guards, engine covers, 
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luggage and backrests. Trike Shop 
is considering adding panniers, 
a luggage rack and a sissy bar.

As with all Trike Shop 
conversions, a stainless steel 
handbrake from Trigger is fitted, 
which looks so much better than 
a car handbrake. The forward 
controls are standard Yamaha.

So how does it behave on the 
road? “It rides really well,” says 
Trike Shop’s Haydn. “Riding it 
one-handed, it’s really stable, even 
at high speed. We didn’t need 
to add any weight to the forks 
and there’s no steering nod or 
shake, so no damper is needed. 
It’s great for everyday road use. 
There’s so much torque that you 
rarely need to change gear.”

“It was all very easy to put 
together,” says Bev at Trike Shop 
(that’s always a good sign in our 
book). “Someone’s already put a 
deposit on this one and we have 
another XVS1300 booked in to 

trike. We’re sure others will follow.”
So if you want to be one of them, 

how much will it cost? A conversion 
on a 2015 XVS1300 will set you 
back £16,750. That makes this a 
mid-range model in Trike Shop’s 
line-up (the guys have just done 
a Harley Fat Bob at £22,500, for 
example) and we reckon there 
should be big demand for it. 
Form an orderly queue, chaps… 

CONTACT
Trike Shop UK, Unit 10 Waterside Business Park, 
Lamby Way, Cardiff CF3 2ET. Tel: 029 2036 9420. 
Web: www.trikeshop.co.uk

ENGINE:
Yamaha XVS1300 liquid-cooled V-twin 
1304cc, four-stroke, four valves, OHC, 
fuel injection, electric start, five-speed 
gearbox, belt drive

FRAME:
Standard Yamaha XVS1300 front frame, 
Trike Shop Classic tubular steel rear cradle 

FRONT END: 
Standard Yamaha XVS1300 forks, 
Yamaha 21in wheel with polished 
highlights, 120/70-21M/C 62H tyre, 
hydraulic 320mm disc brake, standard 
forward controls, Trigger handbrake

REAR END:
Trike Shop narrow (54in) conversion, 
Ford discs, modified Ford diff, Ford half-
shafts, Protech shocks, 900lb springs, 
Shark 17in wheels, 215/40 tyres

BODYWORK:
Standard Yamaha XVS1300 body and 
tank, custom rear mudguards 

ELECTRICS:
Standard Yamaha XVS1300 with front-
facing marker lights, old-school style 
rear lights

RIDING IT ONE-HANDED, IT’S 
REALLY STABLE, EVEN AT 
HIGH SPEED. IT’S GREAT FOR 
EVERYDAY ROAD USE
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WHEN ANDY BERRY WANTED TO TRAVEL TO HIS BROTHER’S HOUSE IN 
MAJORCA, HIS GRAND-DAUGHTER WANTED TO HITCH A RIDE – SO HE BUILT 
THIS DIESEL-POWERED LONG-DISTANCE TOURER TO FIT HER ON THE BACK

WORDS: CHRIS REES  IMAGES: SIMON EVERETT

H
ow about this for a 
reason to build a trike 
– to take a grand-
daughter to Majorca 
in safety? Sounds 

crazy, right? But when Andy Berry 
wanted to ride to the Mediterranean 
island to see his brother (he lives 
there), he was worried his grand-
daughter, Drew, was too young 
to go on the back of his bike. 

“I decided that building a 
trike would be much safer for 
her,” recalls Andy. “I owned a 
1.9-litre Renault Clio diesel with 
a good engine and gearbox, so 
I built the trike around that.”

MAJORCA

The chassis was fabricated 
completely from scratch, starting 
off with the powertrain laid out 
against Andy’s garage wall. The 
main chassis is made of 60mm 
box section steel, with a welded 
tubular stainless steel pipe floor 
frame decked out in aluminium.

The rear end is basically the 
complete front end of Andy’s 
old Clio diesel. Being front-
wheel drive means it could 
basically be transplanted as one 
unit, including the driveshafts, 
suspension and gearbox.

However, because the gearchange 
on the Clio comes out of the back of 

the engine, there was an awful lot of 
cutting and bending to get it to work 
right. In fact, the gear linkage is 
fully four feet long, but Andy reports 
that it works just fine. There are two 
exhaust boxes, bent and welded by 
Andy to match their new home, and 
are reportedly very quiet. Cooling 
is by twin radiators sited under the 
rear seat, behind some meshing. 

As for the front end, this is 
another home-made concoction 
that Andy was inspired to make 
after seeing leading link systems 
on bikes and trikes. It’s made of 
60mm box section steel, using a 
set of handlebars from a Harley 

DESTINATION



WWW.TRIKEMAGAZINE.COM  43

CLIO DIESEL TRIKE

THE CHASSIS WAS FABRICATED COMPLETELY FROM 
SCRATCH, STARTING OFF WITH THE POWERTRAIN LAID 

OUT AGAINST ANDY’S GARAGE WALL

FXR, suitably cut and rewelded. 
The air-assisted front dampers are 
from a Harley Electra Glide. The 
front brake is basically a Clio rear 
drum with the handbrake cabled 
up to it, which Andy would like to 
change for a disc and handbrake 
calliper. Andy made the brake 
and clutch controls himself out of 
aluminium, while the speedo is a 
£10 item off a Halfords pushbike! 

The wheels proved to be far more 
difficult than Andy first expected. 

“I bought four new 15-inch alloy 
wheels but the front one turned out 
to be too wide. So I basically decided 
to cut two inches out of the middle 
of it and get it welded back together. 
I do weld but I don’t do aluminium, 
so I took the wheel to a specialist.”

The lights are all aftermarket, 
including an old classic-style 
headlamp, except for the indicators 
which are off a Harley. All the seats 
were made by Andy himself, with 
Johnny Elks doing the coverings. 
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“You can fit three people on the 
back,” says Andy. “In fact I’ve had 
my wife, daughter and grand-
daughter on the back together, all 
held safely in place with belts.”

The luggage area is made of steel 
tubing with protective aluminium 
sheet. All three mudguards are 
adapted trailer items. The electrics 
proved to be a right pain; for 
example, the wiring for the glow 
plugs took ages for Andy to do (all 
by himself from scratch, naturally). 

One little quirk is the U-bolt 
lock sited under the engine lid. 
What’s that for? Well, when Andy 

took the trike to VOSA for its 
inspection, they said it needed a 
mechanism to lock the wheel – 
and the bike lock does the job! 

With a towbar fitted, the trike can 
happily pull a trailer with all Andy’s 
camping gear in. In fact, it’ll even 
be towing a teardrop caravan this 
year, as Andy’s currently making 
a 1950s-style two-person pod. 

Pretty much the whole trike was 
made by Andy himself. “I basically 
had almost no room to work as 
I was doing it in my garage at 
the bottom of the garden. I did a 
weekend here and there, and it 

MY GRAND-DAUGHTER DREW LOVES 
IT, ALTHOUGH SHE SLEPT MOST OF 
THE WAY THROUGH SPAIN ON IT – I 

HAD TO KEEP WAKING HER UP

ended up taking me five years.”
The only two items that Andy 

didn’t do himself were the fuel 
tanks and radiators, which were 
made up by a company called 
Creative Fabrications. There are 
two 4.5-gallon fuel tanks, one 
on either side. Since the diesel 
engine is so economical (60mpg 
plus), Andy actually managed 
to get to Spain on a single fill!

“My grand-daughter Drew loves 
it,” says Andy, “although she slept 
most of the way through Spain 
on it – I had to keep waking her 
up when we passed through the 
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CLIO DIESEL TRIKE

ENGINE:
Renault Clio 1.9 diesel engine and gearbox, 
custom exhaust system

FRAME:
60mm box section steel frame, MIG-
welded and powder-coated steel tube 
floor/rear seat frame 

FRONT END: 
60mm box section steel forks with leading 
link suspension, drum brake with Clio 
handbrake, aftermarket gauges, pushbike 
speedo

REAR END:
Renault Clio driveshafts, suspension and 
brakes

BODYWORK:
Aluminium floor and rear deck, modified 
trailer mudguards

ELECTRICS:
Custom-made wiring, Harley indicators, 
classic-style headlamp, aftermarket rear 
lights

THANKS
Thanks to Colin at Creative Fabrication Ltd 
(07779 776998) for the radiators and 
fuel tanks, and to Johnny Elks for the seat 
coverings.

good bits! Riding to Majorca was 
basically the shakedown run for 
the trike – it did 2000 miles with 
no problem. I was amazed at 
how many people took pictures 
of it – even the police loved it.”

At 750kg, the trike is too heavy 
to be classed for bike tax, but on 
the flipside it hasn’t cost Andy 
much at all to build – he reckons it 
owes him no more than £2000. 

It’s clearly a lot of fun. “It rides 
very stably,” comments Andy. 
“It’s not fast, but it’s got so much 
torque. The steering can be a bit 
heavy when it’s fully loaded, but 
it’s better now that I’ve fitted a 
steering damper on each side to 
cure low-speed wobble. This trike 
is brilliant at doing long distances.” 
Which is excellent news, because 
that’s what it was built for!
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TRIKES DON’T LEAN INTO BENDS – OR DO THEY? A NEW REVOLUTIONARY 
LEAN CONTROL SYSTEM COULD BE ON THE VERGE OF CHANGING THE TRIKE 
MARKET. WELCOME TO THE BRAVE NEW TERRACRAFT SUPERTRIKE.

WORDS: CHRIS REES  IMAGES: TERRACRAFT INC

B
ikes lean into corners. 
Trikes do not. That’s 
the rule. That’s the 
physics. But why 
should it have to be 

like that? Why shouldn’t trikes 
also tilt into corners like bikes?

Well, the obvious reason is 
that developing a mechanism 
to tilt a three-wheeler is tricky. 
People have done it, yes, and 
quite successfully – take Piaggio 
with its MP3, for instance – but 
it requires big investment.

Now a new name is getting in 
on the high-performance trike 
scene with a revolutionary new 
tilting machine. TerraCraft Inc 
is the earthy name of a company 
based in a very space-age place: 
El Lago, Texas, near the NASA 
Johnson Space Center. Indeed, the 
team behind TerraCraft started 

out as NASA contractors.
The SuperTrike looks a lot 

like other tandem two-seater 
tadpole trikes, but it’s very 
different one respect: it can lean 
into bends. TerraCraft’s trike has 
handlebars to steer it, but it tilts 
over automatically at an angle 
calculated by a computer – the 
so-called ‘CoPilot’ system. This 
reads signals from accelerometers, 
gyroscopes, wheel speed sensors 
and other gizmos to calculate 
exactly what’s happening 1000 
times every second. It then tells the 
Interactive Lean Control System 
(ILCS) what the correct lean angle 
should be and tilts the trike over. 

It’s capable of keeping the cabin 
perfectly level over the sort of 
undulations and bumpy roads 
that would see regular trikes 
darting about all over the place. 

MACHINE
LEAN
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THE SUPERTRIKE LOOKS A LOT LIKE OTHER TANDEM 
TWO-SEATER TADPOLE TRIKES, BUT IT’S VERY 
DIFFERENT ONE RESPECT: IT CAN LEAN INTO BENDS

And when you start to turn, 
the computer detects sideways 
motion and tilts the trike over.

Let’s get this straight: this trike 
doesn’t depend on the rider leaning 
into bends. It can do it on its own, 
automatically, without the rider 
moving at all. I can’t help feeling 
that this might be a weird sensation 
for pretty much everyone. Car 
drivers might feel unsettled by 
the leaning; bikers would feel odd 
that the thing is leaning without 
them initiating the movement.

But TerraCraft says it feels 
entirely natural. Chief Mechanical 
Engineer, Eric Kuehnel, says: “We 
were thrilled to discover the actual 
ride of the SuperTrike is ‘organic’. 
Instead of working against physics, 
the vehicle works with physics 
in a powerfully elegant way.” 
The body stays level over bumps 

TERRACRAFT SUPERTRIKE
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and you can see the suspension 
going up and down, and leaning left 
and right. The company says that 
its “‘expert rider model” software 
means that the computer is actually 
better than a human being in 
adapting to the road surfaces and 
conditions, able to respond in a 
fraction of the time a rider would.

The maximum lean angle is 
currently 30 degrees, but TerraCraft 
thinks that can be increased to 45 
degrees for very fast cornering, 
for instance on a track. With a 
six-foot-wide front track, stability 
is claimed to be excellent, with a 
go-where-you-point-it attitude. 
It’s capable of sliding at the 

THE MAXIMUM LEAN ANGLE IS CURRENTLY 30 
DEGREES, BUT TERRACRAFT THINKS THAT CAN BE 
INCREASED TO 45 DEGREES FOR VERY FAST CORNERING

back end but it won’t snap away, 
says TerraCraft, because you’re 
leaning into the corner. It’s all very 
controllable, the company claims.

However, if you’re a natural biker 
and don’t want the computer to do 
the work for you, you can tilt the 
machine yourself manually using 
“interactive” buttons and paddles 
on the handlebars. You can even 
turn on a system that reads how 
you shift your weight in the seat 
(the so-called “butt-sensor”). These 
systems can override the CoPilot’s 
control temporarily, or you can 
switch CoPilot off altogether. In 
theory, you could lean the thing 
right over when it’s at a standstill.

What’s the big advantage of a 
leaning trike? In short: stable, 
safe cornering. Instead of the 
weight being pushed outwards in a 
corner, the fact that the trike leans 
into corners effectively keeps the 
weight pushing downwards. The 
trike maintains an “unprecedented 
factor of safety and performance,” 

according to TerraCraft. “It’s safer, 
smoother and more comfortable.”

TerraCraft also says the trike gives 
the rider and passenger a feeling 
of security, being in a cockpit with 
a full rollcage. You can also fit an 
optional seatbelt as well. In the 
USA, it’s classed as a motorcycle. 

The prototype is powered by a 
1500cc Honda Goldwing engine but 
you can opt for other engines if you 
wish. The tilt/steering system has 
now been fully tested and proven, 
and TerraCraft says it’s ready to 
accept orders for the SuperTrike. 
It’s looking to build its first dozen 
or so vehicles in the next 12 months. 
Prices will start at around $60,000, 
depending on what engine and 
specification a customer wants.

TerraCraft is also planning 
to make other unique designs, 
custom builds and even license 
out CoPilot technology to other 
manufacturers. So is it a case of 
“tilt – game over”? We’ll just have 
to see what’s around the corner…
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PANZER GRAU WAR PAINT MAKES THIS GERMAN-BASED ONE-OFF LOOK 
LIKE A PROPER WARRIOR – AND IT GOES LIKE A WARPLANE, TOO

T
his project began life 
as a 1982 BMW R100 
RT that I acquired 
about eight years ago, 
having had five BMWs 

before. I had been into the old 
‘airheads’ for a long time and this 
particular one had been laid up 
in some old boy’s garage, doing 
completely nothing for about 20 
years. After recommissioning, 
I used it as everyday transport 
to and from work for years. 

Eventually the winters took 
their toll, at which point I 
also no longer needed the 
bike for transport. I came to 
the decision that I was either 
going to do a full restoration, 

WORDS: DEAN FERN  IMAGES: CHRIS REES

PANZER 

flat-track it or make it into a 
trike. The third option – no pun 
intended – was my choice.

I am a fabricator/welder by 
trade and acquired some plans 
for a jig. My first job was to 
laser-cut the parts for the jig 
at work. Once I had completed 
this task, I started work on the 
frame. By the time I’d finished 
cutting the old frame up, I 
was left with two down rails 
and a headstock, and started 
from there. I purchased two 
small cobweb gussets from a 
well-known custom car shop; 
as for the large cobweb gusset 
and knuckleduster, they were 
laser-cut at work. The axle 

blocks and shaft spacer were 
machined at work, too, as well 
as the frame tube. My friend 
Andy at Andicraft Fabrications 
gave me the steel to make all 
the gussets and other parts.

Next, I built the frame and 
fabricated the dash panel. I 
retained the original time clock 
and amp meter and bent up the 
handlebars. During the process, 
I decided to do away with the 
original air box that sat on top of 
the gearbox, and instead decided 
to use two K&N filters. I would 
have preferred two polished bell 
mouths, but where I live, the 
car park is too dusty. A battery 
carrier was fabricated, as I did 

GREY 
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BMW R100

not want a battery and electric 
box under the seat between 
the frame tubes; I wanted it to 
look sparse. As for the electrics, 
they are hidden between the 
split five-gallon Fat Bob tank, 
which I bought from eBay.

I acquired a Reliant Robin 
axle and some nice 15in wheels 
from an old friend called Nige, 
who I’d worked for in the early 
1990s at Boss Hogg Customs. 
I stripped down the axle and 
fully reconditioned it using 
Bond half-shafts, as they are 
more heavy-duty than the Robin 
shafts. The engine has had 
its barrels and heads vapour-
blasted. New valves, springs, 

guides, stainless pushrod tubes, 
high-compression pistons, 
seals and gaskets have been 
fitted throughout. I also treated 
the engine to a new electronic 
ignition system, new clutch and 
450 Watt high-output police 
regulator. The Bing carbs were 
stripped ultrasonically, cleaned 
and then rebuilt. I decided 
to get rid of the choke cables 
because of fraying problems 
and uneven running. In its 
place, I added two independent 
aluminium choke knobs, bought 
from Motorworks, which 
look good and work better. 

Up front, I rebuilt the 
forks with re-chromed tubes, 
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ENGINE:
Standard BMW R100 RT 980cc V-twin 
engine, Bing carbs, high-compression 
pistons, electronic ignition, BMW R100 
transmission, twin fishtail exhausts

FRAME:
Standard BMW R100 RT front frame, 
custom steel frame with cobweb 
gussets, custom rear cradle

FRONT END: 
Standard BMW R100 forks and 
wheel, Reliant handbrake

REAR END:
Rear cradle conversion, Reliant 
axle, diff, half-shafts and brakes, 
15in deep dish wheels, Kumho 
Ecsta 295/50 R15 tyres

BODYWORK:
Split Harley Fat Bob tank, Albion tractor 
seat, glassfibre rear mudguards

ELECTRICS:
Standard BMW R100 loom routed 
between split fuel tank, spotlights, 
marker lights, triple bullet rear lights 

PAINTWORK:
Spray can ‘Panzer Grau’ grey with 
iron cross and bullet hole graphics

THANKS:
Thanks to Nige of NCC Leics for giving 
me a good deal on the wheels and axle, 
Andy from Andicraft Fabrications, 
Mike my boss for use of the facilities, 
and last but not least, my sons Leon 
for the powder-coating and Charlie 
B for helping with the story.

IT’S PAINTED IN PANZER GREY, 
LUFTWAFFE STYLE. I HAD PLANNED A 
PAINT JOB IN RED BARON COLOURS 

added new reflectors and 
gaiters as well as new bearings 
throughout, not forgetting new 
front discs. The trike retains 
the standard headlight and 
headlight shrouds and original 
R100 clocks. I bought a brass 
peak off eBay from a Royal 
Enfield dealer in India. The 
trike also has stainless fasteners 
throughout, plus stainless brake 
hoses and a front stainless 
wheel spindle, including spacer. 
I made the decision to add an 
old Avon-style sidecar tyre. 

As you can see, there are two 
spotlights, of a type used mainly 
on Lambrettas; I mounted 
them on the crash bars. On 
the back end, three bullet 
lights are used each side, the 
rear-facing ones being LED. I 
bought an old Albion tractor 
seat. There is a single shocker 
mounted underneath which 
is hidden behind the tool roll. 
The footrests are aluminium, 
café racer-style. The rear 
brake master cylinder is from 
a Suzuki GSXR 1100. The 
Harley-style fishtail silencers 
came from Bitzforbikes.co.uk, 
giving a nice throaty sound, 
and the exhausts are wrapped. 

My lad, Leon, powder-coated 

the frame and I spray-painted the 
tanks and mudguards with Panzer 
Grey, in Luftwaffe style. I had planned 
to get a professional paint job in 
Red Baron colours (black, white and 
red) but was relieved I hadn’t paid 
for a nice paint job because when 
Trike magazine came up to take 
pictures, I clipped a stack of logs 
and broke one of the mudguards!

I am considering adding some 
twin-plug cylinder heads in the 
future. My workmate, Steve, an ex-
race mechanic, rewired the trike 
for me one Sunday in exchange 
for some welding I had done on 
his narrow-boat. All in all, my 
Panzer trike makes for a light, agile, 
quick-off-the-mark machine. 
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Yowzers! Here’s Californian award-winning bike 
builder Fred Fortune’s latest project. “It was a silly 

fun project. The goal was a Captain Nemo-style utility 
cart with a Jules Verne/Professor Fate vibe. I named it 
L’Enfant Mystaire. It’s an ex-police meter maid 1990 
Cushman Haulster. What am I going to do with it? Beats 
me – except it’s great at startling the local villagers when 
taken out for a putt.”

This is a picture of Gibbo and Trisha on 
their trike called ‘Edna’. It was built by Glenn 
Surgey in Sutton in Ashfield and is a Yamaha 
XVS 650 Dragstar Classic with a Reliant 
Robin back axle and 17in Wolfrace wheels. 
The rear brakes are stock Volkswagen 1.4 
Polo. “We are extremely happy with our 
trike, it is exactly what we were looking for,” 
says Gibbo. “Many thanks to Glenn for the 
excellent build.”

Spotted at the recent Kit 
Car Show in Stoneleigh, here’s 
one of our favourite trikes of 
yesteryear. It’s called a Stimson 
Scorcher, and it’s based on a 
Mini. Yes, it looks a bit like a 
fairground horse but it ‘rides’ 
hilariously by all accounts. This 
one is sporting a natty trailer.

“In September 2015 my wife and I travelled to collect my new trike from Diamond Trikes of Northern 
Ireland. We gave it the nickname of ‘The Beast’. I decided to smarten up the trike and a guy called Dan 

Bennett of South West Kustoms came highly recommended. “We took the trike and trailer to Dan and only 
10 days later it was ready for us to see. Wow, the first impressions were out of this world. Dan is not just a 
paint sprayer, he’s an artist. Thanks for the Flaming Beast!”
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Send your pictures to Trikespotting,  
Trike Magazine, The Old School, Higher 
Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9AJ, or email 
’em to editor@trikemagazine.co.uk

Kenny Mutch 
from Aberdeenshire 
writes in: “Hope you 
like my picture of me 
and my grandson, 
Bronson, on my 
XJ750 Maxim, 
built by Rab at Esk 
Motorcycles.” Yup, 
indeed we do like 
it – even though it 
appears to have put 
your grandson to 
sleep!

Here’s a very odd custom one-off using a Honda CB 400 front end mated to Fiat 126 rear end with 
an air-cooled 650cc engine. The owner says: “She isn’t going to win any show and shine awards, nor any 
quarter miles. Your mates will probably laugh at you and you may become a social outcast, but on the plus 
side you will be an individual.” Can’t say we disagree!

Paul Milligan writes in: “Here is a photo of my trike, a modified 
Can-Am Spyder RS taken at the Point of Ayre, Isle of Man, looking 

north towards the Scottish coastline. I am an Isle of Man resident and 
this is the only registered Can-Am Spyder on the island.” Which must 
be a lot of fun on your no-speed-limit TT course roads…

How many mid-engined trikes have four seats? Well, 
this ‘Golden Beast’ does. It mates the front end of 

a Honda CBR 1000 with the business end of a an MGF 
1.8 VVC. It’s pretty unusual-looking, especially in its 
metalflake-over-Burnt-Copper paint scheme. The owner 
says that the driver’s seat may be higher than some would 
like but it does give a great view over other vehicles!
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CUSTOM HARLEY SOFT TAIL 
TRIKE, 2010, 1850 S&S, Destiny 
axle, 15,000 miles only, 100-spoke 
wheels, extended forks, wiring 
through frame, slash-cut exhausts, 
on English year-related plates, may 
P/X Rewaco or Boom. £12,000. Tel: 
00353 8925 45369. Rep Ireland. 

IMAGE BILLET-95 TRIKE 
WHEELS, chrome wheel nuts, knock-
on centres, 16.75 x 13in, have never 
been fitted or used, perfect condition. 
Cost new £478 each, would like £200 
each, will talk. Buyer collects. Tel: 
01234 211651. Bedford.

1996 HONDA VT 700cc Shadow, 
low miles, drives great, real head 
turner, MOT 10 months, £4500 ono. 
Tel: 02380 448998. Southampton.

HONDA PC800 TRIKE, 1997, 
MOT September 2016, 30,000 
miles, £6000. Tel: 07766 605400. 
Pembrokeshire.

RELIANT TRIKE for sale, was 
Sex Pistols theme, now modified. 
No MOT. £1800 ono. Tel: 07854 
433840. Staffordshire.

HONDA EUROPEAN 1100 Pan trike, 
2000, 53,000 miles on the clock, 
professional build, good condition, will 
have MOT, ex-police bike, very fast 
and sound. £3500 ono. Tel: 07752 
634056 or email maureen.ebdy@
hotmail.co.uk.

1999 HONDA GOLDWING SE 
1520 GL trike in Panther black, 
Casarva conversion in 2015. Beautiful 
condition, low mileage, kept garaged. 
Just shown at the MCN exhibition 
Peterborough. Features independent 
rear suspension and disc brakes. 
Boot space and racks. Nice amount of 
chrome. 26,000 miles. £13,500. Tel: 
07402 989970. Melton Mowbray

VW TRIKE. Being sold on behalf 
of brother’s widow. Q plate 2002 
(registered) as 1300 Beetle trike. 

Many new parts fitted. Contact Rod 
for details please don’t text, calls only. 
£3,800. 07940 018566. Perth

HONDA PAN EUROPEAN ST1100 
TRIKE, metallic green, good tyres 
all round, MOT September 2016. 
Quaife reverse manual gearbox. Trike 
conversion done 2011 by Casarva. 
Data tool alarmed. Front screen 
extension, loads of receipts and 
pictures of conversion. Kliktronic 
hand gearchange and K lever dual 
handbrake levers (not fitted but can 
be refitted for hands-only operation). 
£7000 ono. Tel Brian on 07940 
552521 or 01384 895564.

VW TRIKE 1300 with the faster 
bhp, 1970 type AB engine, registered 
in 2000 and Q-plated, registered 
on log book as a VW trike. MOT till 
Sept, recent full service, ready to 
ride. Four seats, rear seats have lap 
belts, or seats could even be removed 
if you wish or adapted quite easily. 
Thousands of pounds of receipts 
and spare parts. £3,500. Tel: 07981 
944343. Newport

HARLEY SPORTSTER XL883N 
Trike, 2010, complete with: Kliktronic 
Hand Operated Gear System, Panther 
Trike Conversion Kit, Custom Made 
Luggage, Tow Bar, Twin Seat with 
Sissy Bar & Rider Backrest & Stage 1. 
£10,500. Tel: 07949 679138. Paisley

REWACO FX6 - Harley Davidson 
1600cc engine – 2009 - blue & 
champagne - full service history - good 
condition – 12,500 miles. Please 
contact for more details. £20,000. 
Tel: 07767 684182. Frimley Green

1990 KAWASAKI VOYAGER X11 
trike. It’s in need of some TLC, running 
ok, took it in part-ex but not my cup 
of tea. Could probably deliver for the 
right incentive. £3,500 ono. Tel: 
01323 461532. Eastbourne

WK HIGHWAY TRIKE. German. 
VW1300, 1993, age-related plate. 
MOT expired (April) and no insurance, 
so no test drives. Will need trailer or 
tow. Needs tidying and paint is faded 
due to the sun. V5 present. £4,000. 
Tel: 01159 244636. Nottingham

JAGUAR V12 TRIKE PROJECT, 
running on twin Holley carbs, needs 
finishing, not retested. £2,500. 
E-mail: aopkl@aol.co.uk
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HARLEY DAVIDSON SOFTAIL 
TRIKE, Classic 1997 FLSTC in purple. 
Eurotech Engineers professional 
conversion in 2015. MOT July 
2016. Fully bo-t on conversion, no 
alterations to original frame. Steering 
damper fitted - lovely smooth ride. 
Vance and Hines pipes. Genuine low 
mileage - 16,500. 2 owners from 1st 
reg. Back box fitted (not in picture). 
Sale due to ill health. Sensible Offers 
considered. £11,000.
Tel: 07709 322044. Kent

GRINNALL BMW R1200C TRIKE, 
19,600 miles, serviced by BMW dealer 
for the 3 years I have owned it. MOT 
till 12th March 2017. Givi 55 litre top 
box. Pictures at www.mechengdesign.
co.uk/PlannedWeb/trikepics/
trikepicsindex.htm (pictures taken 
last summer). £7000. Tel: 07758 
275608. Email: davejgrieve@aol.com. 
£7,000. Southeast Cornwall.

2001 YAMAHA 650 DRAGSTAR. 
Excellent condition. Black & Chrome. 
Only 9900 miles. Always garaged 
& covered. MOT June 2016. 
Selling due to ill health. £6000 
no offers as immaculate. Tel: 
07847474801, email karenmarsh3@
googlemail.com. Merseyside.

1978 RELIANT-BASED TRIKE. 
Lots of recent parts, towbar fitted. 
Handles brilliantly. Currently on the 
road. Needs a little TLC, well worth 
a look. Consider part-ex 8/9x5 
ramped trailer. £2750 ono. Tel: 01691 
828744. Shropshire.

want it . Only selling as health forces 
sale £16,500 ono call 07979912629 
or email ford.dave57@yahoo.co.uk for 
more pics

HARLEY-DAVIDSON ROAD 
KING TRIKE, 19,000 miles, 
‘56’ plate, MOT, EML trike kit, 
extra chrome and reverse gear. 
Excellent condition. £17,500 ono. 
Tel 07735 270515. Hampshire.

HONDA GOLDWING TRIKE, 
EML 1800, 2006, 14,250 miles, 
comes with a trailer, bicycle rack 
and a fridge freezer, in excellent 
condition, full service history, 1 
year’s MOT, £29,500 ono. 
Steve on 07774 781807. Essex.

SUZUKI VL800ZK4 VOLUSIA, 
2004, blue with mural of Jurassic 
Park on tank, immaculate condition, 
converted by MK Sports Cars of 
Rotherham. Never used in the rain. 
Genuine reason for sale. MOT until 

April 2016. 6750 miles from new. 
£7000 ono. 07752 160677. Email 
robworrell@talktalk.net. East Lothian.

YAMAHA VIRAGO TRIKE, 1100cc, 
new MOT till mid 2016, 20,000 
miles, excellent condition all round, 
many new parts and extras, Wolf paint 
scheme, £6250 ono. Contact Ian, 
IanandFay56@gmail.com, tel 01189 
730645 / 07766 727785. Berkshire.

TWO RELIANT REAR AXLES - 
recon, one Robin axle S/H, four axle 
cases, one diff case, brakes, 7 x 750 
Reliant race engines, some sumped, 
will make 3 engines. All cheap, call for 
details, 07747 369481. Shropshire.
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HONDA 1500 GL TRIKE, pro 
built, rewired, recon alternator, 
starter, recent service, BMW diff, 
custom IRS, all usual 1500 GL 
goodies. Best offer over £4500. 
Tel: 07786 723309. Essex.

TRIUMPH SPEED TRIPLE 955I 
CUSTOM TRIKE, 2004, MOT 28 
July 2016, service July 2016. MOT 
& service docs present. 14,080 
miles. Independent suspension. 
Triumph luggage rack. £4900. Multi 
show winner. Extremely tidy. Tel: 
07904 935067. South Yorks.

2006 BOOM TRIKE 2LTR. Boom 
Streetfighter x11 2ltr Auto ford focus 
Sports injection dohc zetec ,18,500 
miles  has cd/radio new powder coated 
wheels, good tyres full service history 
,extras spot lights skull headlights, 2 
Givi top boxes all stainless crash bars 
.Will come with a new M.O.T. Has cat 1 
alarm and imobiliser and tracker if you 
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Random ramblings on triking and biking

GETTING INTO IT

TRIKE
TORQUE

How did you get into trikes? There are as 
many ways as there are trikers…

Spending so much time around trikers and trike 
builders, you quickly realise what a rag-taggle bunch we 
are. You meet all sorts, from DIY guys bending metal in 
sheds to eccentric millionaires who just love a big shiny 
new toy.
So how did you first get into trikes? Almost 
everyone has their own story.

Some examples… In this issue, we’ve got 
a builder who got into trikes, “because I like 
love the way they look.” In much of continental 
Europe, that’s the view of most people into trikes 
– they’re just a very cool means of transport.

Other people get into trikes because they perform 
better than bikes. You what? Yes, it’s true – we’ve had 
quite a few stories recently on performance machines 
that just corner much faster than two-wheelers.

Then there are those of us who come to trikes because 
we can’t – or don’t want to – ride bikes any more. 

WE’VE SEEN LOADS OF HEROIC STORIES  IN 
THIS MAG,LIKE PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 

WHO BUILD THEIR OWN TRIKES THEMSELVES

Maybe that’s because of injury (very often falling off a 
bike) or maybe it’s down to health changes. Whatever, 
trikes offer a brilliant way to stay in the saddle.

Many of the people you meet in the trike world are 
a total inspiration. We’ve seen loads of heroic stories 
in this mag. Like people with disabilities who succeed 
in building their own trikes themselves – such as 
master builder Simeon Hill pictured on this page.

Sometimes I feel like we’re in our very own 
Invictus Games. Yes – I AM A TRIKER!

One more thing while I’m at it. I’ve heard loads 
of people say this about trikers: “You’re just too old 
to ride bikes any more.” Bollocks! It’s got nothing 
to do with age. Barry Walton at Colin Appleyard 
Motorcycles summed it up perfectly recently when 
he said: “When you stop riding a bike is not down 
to age-restriction, it’s down to ability-restriction.”

Can’t lift your bike up any more? Get a trike! 
Find you can’t operate bike levers as well as 
you used to? Get a trike! Trouble reaching the 
ground with your feet? You guessed it – get a 
trike! So the message is, er, GET A TRIKE!
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Unit 4, Valley Road Business Park, Liversedge, West Yorkshire  WF15 6JY

TELEPHONE - 01924 235655
Opening hours: 9-5pm Monday - Thursday & 9-4pm Fridays.

Open weekends by prior arrangement.
Finance can be arranged subject to status, terms & conditions.

www.dtbpanthertrikes.co.uk

Forget what you thought you knew about Trikes. 
The Motor Trike Prowler offers riders a break 
from convention with this fun and functional 

new Reverse Trike Conversion. 
Available to order now!

Standard Features
• Fits All GL 1800 Year Models: 

2001-2010, 2012 & Up
• IFS (Independent Front Suspension) with 

Over 4” of Suspension Travel
• Patent-Pending 1:1 Steering System

• Silver 17” Aluminum Wheels
• Disc Brakes (Maintaining the Combined 

Braking System)
• Over 8.5 ft3 luggage space with 12-Volt 

Power Source
• Luggage Door with External Hinges & 

Mounted Light
•  3-Year/60,000-Mile Warranty

THE PROWLER RT

Goldwing Trike Conversions at Panther
We can convert your Honda Goldwing GL1500 or 
GL1800 with one of our beam axle or Independent 

suspension conversions.
All our Honda Goldwing conversions include a fibreglass 
body shell with large luggage boot, Perfect for touring!
We have a range of accessories available to suit your 

conversion including Running Boards, 
Trike Tyres & Chrome accents. 
Give us a call for more details!

Authorised 
Dealer

The safest range of Commuter
Scooter Trikes you CAN ride on a CAR LICENSE!

The Quadro range of the 3 wheel Scooter and the worlds first 
4 wheel Scooter offer the rider all the safety of

a 4 wheel vehicle with agility and fun of a 2. 
These 350cc, 4 stroke Scooters also feature the patented 

Hydraulic Tilt System which is a revolutionary 
suspension system allowing all wheels to tilt

simultaeously thus offering precise & stable riding!
Quadro 3 - £5,999       Quadro 4 - £8,499




