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Millions of people collect the 
American Eagle Silver Dollar. In 
fact it’s been the country’s most 

popular Silver Dollar for thirty years, and 
may be the most collected silver coin in the 
world. But there’s a shocking truth those 
millions of people have yet to realize: 
they might be buying the wrong coin!

There’s an elite, top-quality “Silver Eagle” 
that many don’t know about. A top-of-the-
line Silver Dollar so exclusive that less than 
one person in every 100 can ever own one. 

If you’re someone who wants the best of the 
best—but without paying a huge premium 
for that top quality—we’re here to help. So 
make sure there’s no one looking over your 
shoulder...and keep reading:  

The Secret One Percent 
Silver Eagles are issued by the U.S. Mint by 
the millions. In recent years, over 35 
MILLION Silver Eagles have been issued per 
year. But less than 1% of all the coins struck 
in a given year ever earn a perfection grade. 
Take 2016, for example: while the U.S. Mint 

struck nearly 38 million Silver Eagles, 
respected independent grading service 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) 
awarded the highest possible grade of perfect 
Mint State 70 (MS70) to less than 0.4% of 
that mintage! 

Owning a perfect 70-grade Silver Eagle 
means owning something that less than 1% 
of the population can ever claim. Compared 
to their total mintages, relatively few Silver 
Eagles are submitted for grading by NGC, 
left instead to be scratched, nicked, and 
eventually worn down. Owning a graded 
coin gives you peace of mind, as both the 
coin and its grade are sealed in an protective 
acrylic holder. Professionally graded coins 
like these are universally accepted, but are 
also harder to find. 

Timing is Everything
Our advice? Keep this to yourself. The more 
people who know the secret of perfect grade 
Silver Eagles, the worse for you. And with the 
final number of perfect NGC MS70 2018 
Silver Eagles still a mystery, you’ll want to get 
ahead of the pack.

The Secret to Saving $100 or 
More on Your Silver Eagles
Simply put, the more you buy, the more you 
save! Secure 20 Silver Eagles, for example, 
you pay $5 less per coin—a total savings of 
$100! It’s our way of helping you add even 
more 2018 Silver to your stack or collection. 

Don’t be one of the 99%—get the very best! 
Call immediately to secure these perfect-
grade American Eagle Silver Dollars NOW!

 2018 American Eagle Silver Dollar in 
Perfect Certified Mint State 70 Grade 
1-4 Coins  - $39.95 each + s/h
5-9 Coins  - $38.95 each + FREE SHIPPING
10-19 Coins  - $36.95 each + FREE SHIPPING
20+ Coins  - $34.95 each + FREE SHIPPING

FREE SHIPPING on 4 or More!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes (if any). 

Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases.

Call toll-free today for fastest service 

1-800-222-1975
Offer Code EMS135-03
Please mention this code when you call.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Facts and fi gures, including market values and the current population 
of specifi c graded, autographed or pedigreed coins are deemed accurate as of December 2017 and may change signifi cantly 
over time. NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues, and privately 
issued and licensed collectibles, and is not affi liated with the United States government. GovMint.com is not an investment 
company and does not offer fi nancial advice or sell items as an investment. The collectible coin market is speculative, and coin 
values may rise or fall over time. All rights reserved. © 2017 GovMint.com

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™

GovMint.com 

Will YOU Join the One Percent?
REVEALED: Less than 1 in 100 can ever own 

a perfect U.S. Silver Eagle Dollar

Shocking 

Low Price!
$34 95

                              each



14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. LGK173-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.™

 
    You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Damascus steel is legendary. Tales of its unmatched strength, sharpness and 
durability ring through the ages. There are stories of gun rifles being sliced 

in two by Damascus steel swords and individual strands of hair being sliced in 
half, even if they gently floated down on to the edge of the blade. 

 The Legend Knife boasts nearly 4” 
of famed Damascus steel with it’s signature, wavy pattern. Damascus steel blade 
knives can cost thousands. So, at $49, the price itself is almost legendary.
Cast Damascus steel, known as wootz, was popular in the East and it’s an exacting 
process that’s part metalwork, part chemistry. It’s produced by melting pieces of 
iron and steel with charcoal in a low oxygen environment. During the process, 
the metals absorb carbon from the charcoal and the resulting alloy is cooled at a 
very slow rate. The outcome is a beautiful one-of-a-kind pattern of banding and 
mottling reminiscent of flowing water.
Once a lost art, we sought out a knifemaker who has resurrected the craftsmanship 
of Damascus steel to create the Legend Knife. The genuine Damascus steel blade 
folds into a tri-colored pakkawood handle that’s prepared to resist the ravages of the 
great outdoors. When not in use or on display, The Legend Knife stays protected in 
the included genuine leather sheath.

“If you have a Damascus steel blade knife, you have a knife blade with 
unique beauty. With its historical reputation as the metal used for the best 
swords over hundreds of years, and its distinctive wavy design, Damascus 
steel is a beauty to behold.” 
–– knifeart.com

With our limited edition Legend Knife 
you’re getting the best blade money can buy. 
What you won’t get is the inflated price tag. 
We know a thing or two about the hunt–– 
like how to seek out and capture an out-
standing, collector’s-quality knife that won’t 
cut into your bank account. Priced at an 
amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife 
will stick around for long. So call today!

 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it on your 
hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you don’t feel 
like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 
days for a complete refund of the item price. But 
we believe that once you wrap your fingers around 
the Legend’s handle and experience the beauty of 
its Damascus steel blade, you’ll be ready to carve out 
your own legend. 

At $49, this blade of Damascus steel is a real steal

TAKE 67% 
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your 

INSIDER 
OFFER CODE

  $149*  

      Offer Code Price Only  + S&P  Save $70

Rating of A+

Not shown 
actual size.

“Good value. Great looking. 
Sufficiently sharp. Overall 
an “A” purchase and 
I ordered three.”
— B. of Maryland



THE 
PEGASUS 
RIDE 
THROUGH 
HELL 
This April marks the 50th 
anniversary of one of the 
great offensive maneuvers 
of the war, when troops 
from the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) in Operation 
Pegasus arrived at Landing 
Zone Wharton and other 
sites to break the 77-day 
North Vietnamese siege 
of the Marine base at Khe 
Sanh.  By John McGuire

On the cover
Soldiers from the 1st Cavalry 
Division (Airmobile) protect 
themselves from North 
Vietnamese artillery rounds.
TERRY FINCHER/GETTY IMAGES;  
INSET: METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER/ 
GETTY IMAGES
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PAVING THE 
WAY FOR 
AMERICA’S 
FIGHTING 
FORCES
Combat engineers 
crafted innovative 
solutions to 
infrastructure 
problems the  
troops faced.  
By W. B. Willard Jr.

T-HE WAR’S FINAL ACT
A Washington insider’s account of the politcal 
failures that doomed prospects for a “meaningful 
outcome” of the war. By Rufus Phillips
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LAST PLANE OUT  
OF CAMBODIA
In 1975 the Khmer Rouge took 
Cambodia, forcing a former CIA 
pilot to make a quick escape. 
By Neil Hansen

KILLER TECH: ARTILLERY
Advances in firepower and ammunition made 
U.S.—and enemy—forces more formidable.
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HISTORIC FIGHT
The siege of Khe Sahn, one of the 
great battles of the Vietnam War, 
ends when the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) reaches the Marine base 
in Operation Pegasus during April 
1968, as recounted in this issue. For 
more on the battle, visit HistoryNet.
com and search: “Khe Sanh.” 

stunning photos, our website puts 

fought in one of America’s most 
controversial wars.

Let’s connect
Vietnam magazine

Go digital 
Vietnam magazine is available 
on Zinio, Kindle and Nook.

DISCUSSION 
AT VIETNAM
MAG.COM

Sign up for our FREE monthly e-newsletter 
at: historynet.com/newsletters



❑ YES. I wish to order my Vietnam Veteran Ring, personalized
with my initials, Service Rank and the years I served.

INITIALS DESIRED (3): ________     ________     ________    

SERVICE RANK: __________________________________

SERVICE YRS: ______ to ______ RING SIZE: _____ Use sizer below or consult jeweler.

❑ I am a Honor Medal Recipient - Put my Medal/Ribbon in place of the “Wall.”
❑ Purple Heart         ❑ Silver Star         ❑ Bronze Star

NOTE: A copy of your DD214 or other authorizing document must be sent with your order. Thank you.

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments of
$ 49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment.  

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Name ______________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City_________________________________ State____ Zip ____________

Signature ____________________________________________________

Phone # ______________________ Email__________________________
*Plus $19.95 for engraving, shipping & handling.
PA residents add 6% sales tax. ($13.14)

© ICM 2018

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY VETERAN WAR RINGS, WATCHES AND COMMEMORATIVES VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

To Mark the 50th Anniversary of The Vietnam
War we present our unique commemorative

ring to honor your Service to Country. 

• Your ring will be CUSTOM MADE TO
ORDER IN AMERICA, by one of the
oldest and finest makers of
Commemorative Military Jewelry.

• The unique ring top features
powerful hand-chiseled lettering
of the word VIETNAM set across
a gleaming black onyx Capstone,
then framed by ten brilliant
White Zircon stones.   

• Your Vietnam Medal & Ribbon,
hand-enameled in its Official Colors
are richly displayed on one shank.

• The opposite shank is a bold sculpture
of an emotional Veteran visiting the
Vietnam Memorial Wall and the words
"YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.”

• Honor recipients may choose to have their
Purple Heart, Silver Star or Bronze Star Medal &
Ribbon in place of the Memorial Wall shank.

• The entire ring is crafted of pure Sterling
Silver, heavily plated in 24 Karat Gold,
antiqued and polished by hand. The inner
band is smooth and solid for comfort fit. 
OUR RINGS ARE NEVER HOLLOWED OUT!

• As a permanent mark of
exclusivity, your ring will be
engraved on the inner band with
your initials, Service Rank and
the year dates of your service.

INTEREST-FREE 
PAYMENT PLAN 

“Thank you” priced at a remarkably
low $199*, an affordable payment

plan is also available. See order
form for details. Your 100%
satisfaction is guaranteed or
you may return your ring
within 30 days for replacement
or refund – no questions asked.
So, order yours today!

BARRIN-VTN-0418

TO RECOGNIZE VIETNAM VETERANS & HONOR RECIPIENTS

Purple Heart          Silver Star         Bronze Star

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ 50th Anniversary Vietnam Rings • Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-255-3048
OR ONLINE: WWW.VETCOM.COMFREE

FLAG PIN WITH ORDER

HONOR RECIPIENTS
May choose to have their Medal/Ribbon in

place of the “Memorial Wall” shank.

AS A PROUD VIETNAM VETERAN 
YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT 
TO WEAR THIS SPECIAL RING!

A Perfect Gift 
to Honor a Loved One 

or Fellow Vietnam Veteran!
Order by April 20th for Father’s Day delivery.

★ ★
Featuring the Vietnam Medal & Ribbon, the Vietnam Memorial Wall, 

Gleaming Black Onyx Capstone -PLUS 10 Brilliant White Zircon Stones

34567891011121314
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The article on the Marine band in the Decem-
ber 2017 issue (by Jack Wells, “The Marine 
Band in Action,” which recounts the death of 
three musicians in a battle on Feb. 23, 1969) is 
well-written. The Marines lost one more bands-
man in Vietnam. Nate F. Lee was killed at 
Quang Nam on May 17, 1968. The Marines also 
lost two musicians killed in Korea, 38 in World 
War II and 23 in World War I.

In World War I and II, some of the bandsmen 

taught how to play the snare drum so they 
could help in the marching of the troops and 
were used as runners for the battalion or regi-

musicians killed in World War I were FMs, and 
several of the Marine musicians killed in World 

“The NVA’s Plan for a Great 
Escape” (by Erik Villard, 
February 2018) is an 
excellent article. As S-2  

operations] 577th Engineer 
Battalion, and from 
September 1967 to 
January1968, the 18th 
Engineer Brigade liaison 

Brigade, I found the article 
very accurate; reads as if it 
was the weekly intel brief 
during that period in Phu  
Yen province.

Ken Jobe
Virginia Beach, Va.

LIKE READING AN INTEL REPORT

Musical Marines
Members of the 1st Marine 
Division Band played—and 
fought—in Vietnam.

War II were also FMs. By Korea, FMs were 
being phased out of the Marine Corps. The day 
of playing bugle calls by specialized Marines 
was coming to an end.

Until the end of World War II, bandsmen were 
used as stretcher bearers. At the end of the 

-
mony which involved the band, but so many 
members were killed or wounded that Head-
quarters Marine Corps decided bandsmen 

have stood perimeter duty around the com-
-

bat situations.
Chris Debow
Historian, Marine Corps Musicians 
Association, Leesburg, Fla.

Correction: In the  
Hall of Valor article  
on Marvin Shields  
(December 2017),  
an incorrect rank  
for Shields was given 
because of a typo-
graphical error. He 

third class.

Send letters  
and email:
Vietnam editor
1919 Gallows Road,  

Vietnam@HistoryNet.
com

A Real 
Band of 
Brothers
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Foiled plan
M42 Dusters helped 
thwart the North 
Vietnamese Army  
at Tuy Hoa.



 Shown much 

smaller than actual 

size of 15" high

 Show your pride in the United States Marine 
Corps with the “U.S.M.C. Esprit de Corps 
Lamp,” a shining tribute to the world’s 
mightiest fi ghting force, exclusively 
from Hamilton!

Sure to be a dramatic addition to your 
décor, this magnifi cent lamp features a 
wealth of special touches — from the 
Corps’ values of Honor, Courage and 
Commitment emblazoned around its 
shade to the fabric American fl ag on 
the base.  Both the Marines’ eagle, 
globe and anchor emblem and a 
stunning rendition of the Marine Corps 
War Memorial are handcrafted and plated 
in a striking combination of golden and silvery 
fi nishes.  Plus the entire vignette is fi nished with a 
handsome wooden base, enhanced with a decorative 
brass plaque inscribed with “Semper Fi.”

This stunning lamp shines with the 
extraordinary spirit of the U.S. Marines — 
and is truly an impressive tribute to the unfailing 
loyalty and uncommon valor of the Corps.

Urgent Note!  The edition is limited to 
only 95 production days, and given the time-
intensive handcrafting, demand could exceed 
availability.  Please act now to acquire the “U.S.M.C. 
Esprit de Corps Lamp” for the issue price of 
$129.96*, payable in four convenient 
installments of $32.49.  

Your prompt response is critical.  Send no money 
now.  You’ll be billed your fi rst installment prior to 
shipment.  Return your Reservation Application today! 

 Our 365-Day Guarantee 
assures your satisfaction

Fastest way to order:
HamiltonCollection.com/USMCLamp

LIKE US ON

09-00448-001-BI5

*Add $21.00 total for shipping and service; see HamiltonCollection.com. Deliveries to FL and IL will be billed 
appropriate sales tax. For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to HamiltonCollection.com/use-tax. 

 ©2017 HC.  All Rights Reserved.  

RESERVATION APPLICATION

09-00448-001-E39571 

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

MAIL TO:

��YES! Please reserve the “Esprit de Corps Lamp” for me as  
 described in this announcement.          

Allow 6 to 8 weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Send no money now.

(Please print clearly.)
Name________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________

City______________________________________ State______Zip______________

Email (optional)_______________________________________________________

Signature_____________________________________________________________
Orders subject to acceptance.

 The rendition of the famous
Marine Corps War Memorial 

is fully sculptured!

70�RU���2I¿�FLDOO\�/LFHQVHG�3URGXFW�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0DULQH�&RUSV�



Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, amid heated 

CAMBODIA   STOPS    
RECOVERY   OF   U.S.   REMAINS

TODAY

Roadblock for remains
Remains found in Cambodia, believed 
to be those of an American killed 
during the Vietnam War, are loaded 
for transfer to the U.S. in 2007. A 
September 2017 announcement 
by Cambodian Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, below, puts the future of such 
transfers in question.
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Paying Tribute to Proud 
Marine Corps Service 

Since 1775
-�-�-

3 chronograph sub-dials  

with stop watch function 

and date window

-�-�-

Bold Marine Corps 

colors and emblems 
-�-�-

Solid performing 

Precision 

Quartz Movement

-�-�-

Custom etching on case 

back honoring the over 

two centuries of  Marine 

Corps tradition and 

excellence

OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY...

BE ONE OF ONLY 5,000! 

The United States Marine Corps has a long and proud tradition 
dating back to 1775. From the earliest days of the Continental 
Marines to today, they have made the ultimate sacrifice.  
Wherever and whenever needed, they have served their country.  
Now, you can show your pride and pay tribute to over two 
centuries of Marine Corps service with “The Few & The 

Proud” USMC Commemorative Watch—a collector’s edition 
limited to only 5,000!

(�4HNUPÄ�JLU[�(JOPL]LTLU[�PU�

*YHM[ZTHUZOPW�HUK�+LZPNU

Precision crafted in stainless steel, our exclusively designed  
Commemorative Watch features a bold bracelet style in 
dramatic silver and gold-tone finish.  Within the golden 
bezel, the Marine dress blue watch dial stands out along 
with the USMC symbol of eagle, globe and anchor. The 
chronograph watch sports 3 sub-dials, with stop watch 
function as well as a date window.  And etched on the side 
of the watch is the Marine motto:  Semper Fidelis (Always 
Faithful).  The case back is etched with the Marine Corps 
bulldog mascot, MARINES THE FEW. THE PROUD. SINCE 
1775, Semper Fidelis, and your personal watch number in 
the limited edition of 5,000! The watch has Precision Quartz 
Movement, an adjustable c-clasp, is water resistant to 3 ATM, 
and is backed by a full-year limited warranty and our 120-
day satisfaction guarantee.    

(U�,_JLW[PVUHS�=HS\L

Complete with a custom wooden case, 10 FREE historic 
Fact Cards, and a Certifi cate of Authenticity, this hand-
crafted timepiece is a remarkable value at just $249*, 
which you can pay for in 6 installments of $41.50. To 
reserve yours,  send no money now; just fi ll out and 
mail the Priority Reservation.  But hurry... only 5,000 
watches will ever be made!
*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to 
bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

www.bradfordexchange.com/18340

Actual 
size

Deluxe case includes 
10 FREE Fact Cards 

tracing the history of 
the U.S. Marine Corps—

founded in 1775   
™Offi cially Licensed Product of 
the United States Marine Corps.
©2018 The Bradford Exchange 01-18340-001-BIRT

YES. Please reserve “Th e Few & Th e Proud” 

USMC Commemorative Watch for me as 

described in this announcement. 

LIMITED-TIME 
OFFER

Reservations will be accepted 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 

basis.  Respond  as soon as 
possible to reserve your watch.

*Plus a total of $15.00 shipping 
and service (see bradfordexchange.
com). Please allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery of your jewelry item after 
we receive your initial deposit.  
Sales subject to product availability 
and credit approval.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                     State               Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

 01-18340-001-E39571

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION        SEND NO MONEY NOW

Side view of watch
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The Museum of Flight in Seattle announced that it will expand its 
Vietnam War exhibit in May and plans to place a restored B-52G 
Stratofortress, the 59-2584 Midnight Express, in the museum’s new 
Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Park in the fall. The park will also 
have a statue of a returning aviator and an exhibit on the planes and 
helicopters of the war. 

Additionally, the Oklahoma History Center in Oklahoma City has 
opened a two-year exhibit titled Welcome Home: Oklahomans and the 
War in Vietnam. 

“Welcome Home will tell the story through the lives of Oklaho-
mans who were serving in the armed forces in Vietnam or who came 
to the state as refugees seeking freedom,” said Dr. Bob Blackburn,  
executive director of the Oklahoma Historical Society, in an inter-
view with The Oklahoman.

Vietnam War Gets   
More Museum Space

TODAY

Parasite 
From 
Vietnam  
May Be 

10 V I E T N A M

Hundreds of Vietnam veterans 
could unknowingly be hosts for 
a parasitic worm found in the 
rivers of Vietnam, according to 
Newsweek. A study conducted 
in 2017 by the Department of 

Vietnam veterans have been in-
fected with the parasites, called 

duct cancer. Veterans often 
show no symptoms for decades 
and then have a painful onset 
with just months to live.

The parasite is contracted by 
eating raw or undercooked 

seen about 700 cases of the bile 
duct cancer in the last 15 years, 
according to The Associated 
Press, but many of the veterans 
weren’t aware of the disease’s 
possible connection to Vietnam. 
In the pilot study, 20 percent of 
the 50 participants tested posi-

been calls in Congress for hear-
ings and more research.

Parasite From 
Vietnam May 
Be Killing Vets

Cancer threat for vets
Marines on patrol in 1968 
wade through the Mekong 
Delta, habitat for a deadly 
parasite that has infected 
U.S. troops.

Navy Secretary Richard V. Spencer has named one of the 
Navy’s new ships after a Marine posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor for his actions in Vietnam, the U.S. 
Naval Institute reported. The USNS Miguel Keith pays 
tribute to the heroism of a lance corporal machine gun-
ner whose platoon was attacked on May 8, 1970. Even 

enemy and at one point charged 25 soldiers, killing four and forcing others 

The Miguel Keith -
tially a mobile base that can provide support services for a range of 
missions, including counterpiracy measures, maritime security and 
disaster relief operations. The vessel, under construction in San Diego, 
is expected to be completed in March 2019.

NEW   NAVY  SHIP  
HONORS   MARINE
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Floating base
The Miguel Keith will look much 
like the USS Lewis B. Puller, 
commissioned in August 2017.



VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES INTRODUCES ITS NEWEST & MOST VERSATILE

WITH DUAL INTERIOR LOOP PANELS – AND OPTIONAL HOLSTERS

This is likely the most comfortable vest
you’ll ever wear: Its 3-layer construction is
durable, with a lightweight polyester shell
for maximum
comfort – plus the
waterproof, wind
resistant, heat
retaining features
you want. 
Concealed Carry feature has two
(Right/Left) interior loop panels to secure your
holsters: Our optional holster is available for just
$14.95 each. (Shown above.)

Four interior mag pouches with flap and Hook & Loop secure closure. 

Four exterior zippered pockets (two
side slash and two front slash) for

convenient and secure storage
complete the vest.

Color choice of Black or Coyote
Brown, in sizes from small to 3XL.
Your satisfaction is guaranteed or

you may return your vest within
30 days for replacement or

refund. So, order today!

Veterans Commemoratives Order Center  •  Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

Visa    MasterCard    AMEX    Discover    Exp. Date: ____/____

Credit Card #: ___________________________________________________________

Card Security Code:___________   Signature: __________________________________

(We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

Name__________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________

City________________________ State_____ Zip_______________________________

Phone # (________) ______________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________
In case we have questions about your order

R86500-VTN-0418

I wish to order my CONCEAL CARRY VEST for the “Thank You” price of just $99.00
as follows. (And, please send me a FREE VIETNAM VETERAN PATCH)

Black     Coyote Brown

S (34-36) M (38-40) LG (42-44) XL (46-48) 2XL† (50-52) 3XL† (54-56)

............................. $     99.00
Holster(s) (add $14.95 ea.)................................................................ $___________
Service Branch Patches (add $10 each)............................................. $___________

Check choice(s):  Army    Navy    Air Force    Marine Corps  Coast Guard
†Sizes 2XL to 3XL (add $10) .............................................................. $___________

Plus Shipping & Handling ....................................................................... $     19.95
TOTAL DUE: ............................................................................................ $___________

Enclosed is my check for the Total Due
Charge my credit card for the Total Due
Charge my credit card in two equal monthly payments

*Service Branch Patches are purchased from Officially Licensed suppliers.            ©2018, ICM

NOTE: IF YOU DON’T CARRY A FIREARM YOU’LL STILL LOVE THIS
GREAT VEST! USE THE POCKETS FOR EXTRA STORAGE AND TO

PROTECT/CONCEAL YOUR VALUABLES.

Mandarin Collar

Front Zipper
Closure

Two Front Slash 
Zippered Chest
Pockets

FREE VIETNAM
VETERAN PATCH
which you may choose to affix
to your Vest. Other patches are
available for purchase 
(see choices below right)

Two Side Slash
Zippered Pockets

4 Inside Mag Pouches w/ Flap
and Hook & Loop Closure

Right & Left Interior 6”x11” Loop
Panel for Attaching Optional 

Concealed Carry Holsters

OPTIONAL HOOK &
LOOP HOLSTER
JUST $14.95 EACH!
6” x 2” hook back attaches to loop
surface on your vest. Adjustable hook
& loop design fits most handguns,
elastic bungee cord to secure gun.

OFFICIALLY LICENSED SERVICE PATCHES ARE AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE AT JUST $10 EACH  

ARMY NAVY AIR FORCE MARINE CORPS COAST GUARD



Wesley L. Fox, a Medal of Honor recipient, died Nov. 24, 2017, at age 
86 in Blacksburg, Virginia. Fox was a Virginia farm boy who followed a 
family tradition of military service by enlisting in the Marines in 1950 

lieutenant commanding A Company, 1st Battalion, 9th Marine Regi-
ment, 3rd Marine Division, Fox led an assault against a larger enemy 
force during Operation Dewey Canyon in Vietnam. Though severely 
wounded, he directed the attack, coordinated supporting airstrikes 
and prepared the wounded for evacuation. He was awarded the Medal 
of Honor in 1971. Fox also received the Bronze Star with a “V” device 
for valor and four Purple Hearts. He retired from the military in 1993 
and wrote three books, including a memoir. 

12 V I E T N A M

Spc. 4 John P. Baca of D Company, 1st Battalion, 
12th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division (Air-
mobile), was on a night patrol Feb. 10, 1970, when a 
grenade landed not far from him. Baca threw his 
helmet and then his body on the grenade to smother 
the explosion—an act that likely saved the lives of 
eight soldiers. Baca survived and was awarded the 
Medal of Honor. On Dec. 2, 2017, San Diego dedicated the John P. Baca Park 
in his honor, The San Diego Union-Tribune reported. The park is in a neigh-
borhood that was a resettlement area for Vietnamese refugees after the 
war. Baca spent his boyhood nearby and attended the ceremony.

FAREWELL

Richard Edward Cavazos, the  
 

general, died Oct. 29, 2017, in San 
Antonio. He was 88. Cavazos grew up 
on the King Ranch in Texas and was 
an ROTC graduate at Texas Techno-
logical University in 1951. He served 
in the Korean War as a lieutenant 
in the 65th Infantry Regiment. In 
Vietnam, he was a lieutenant colonel 
commanding the 1st Battalion, 18th 
Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Di-
vision. Cavazos got his fourth star in 
1982. He received two Distinguished 
Service Crosses (one in Korea and 
one in Vietnam) and a Silver Star.

SAN   DIEGO   PARK    
NAMED   FOR    
VIETNAM    HERO

A more peaceful place
Army veteran John P. Baca 
gets a look at the sign for a 
park named in his honor. 
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with custom                                        

NAME or                                  

MESSAGE 

PERSONALIZED

YES. Please reserve the Personalized Thermometer Clock of 
my choice for me as described in this announcement. Print the 
name to be personalized below (limit 20 characters):

TIME FOR A SALUTE!

*Plus $17.99 shipping and service. See bradfordexchange.com. Please allow 
4-8 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability 
and order acceptance.  

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                             State              Zip

Email (optional)

Time to Honor the Valor of a Very Special Hero
“Navy Values” Clock Army “For Home and 

Country” Personalized 

Thermometer Clock

™Offi cially Licensed Product of the 

United States Marine Corps.

©2018 BGE  01-25904-001-BIMPO

YOUR 
CHOICE!

E39572

Now you can display your pride in the timely action of a special service member 

with an outstanding Personalized Thermometer Clock, exclusively from 

The Bradford Exchange. Standing tall at 9½ inches high, this wooden desk 

clock features a quartz-accurate analog timepiece and indoor temperature 

thermometer. Rising above the instrument set is a hand-sculpted, three-

GLPHQVLRQDO�V\PERO�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�EUDQFK�RI�VHUYLFH��¿�QLVKHG�LQ�VKLQLQJ�

VLOYHU�DQG�JROG�WRQHV�À�DQNHG�E\�2OG�*ORU\�DQG�WKH�RI¿�FLDO�VHUYLFH�À�DJ�RI�WKHLU�

branch. The golden banner on the base can be personalized free with name and 

rank of your own hero or with your family name. (up to 20 characters.)

 Act now to get yours in four installments of only $32.49 each, for a total 

RI�������	
��2XU���	'D\�*XDUDQWHH�DVVXUHV�\RXU�FRPSOHWH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ��

To order, send no money now. Just complete and return the Reservation 

Application indicating USMC, Navy or Army version and don’t forget to 

include the name for personalization! 

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax 

Easy to order!  Easy to see more! www.bradfordexchange.com/deskclock

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                             

SEND NO MONEY NOW

9345 Mi lwaukee 

Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 

60714-1393

USMC “Semper Fi”  
Clock

Shown much smaller 
than actual size of 

appr. 9½" tall 

Air Force Clock

NAVY       01-25905-001 ARMY      01-25904-001

USMC      01-22667-001 AIR FORCE      01-28032-001

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for the use of its trademarks provide support 
for the Army Trademark Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs. U.S. Army name, trademarks and logos are protected 
under federal law and used under license by The Bradford Exchange.

Neither the Department of the Navy nor the department or 
the Air Force nor any other component of the Department of 
Defense has approved, endorsed or authorized this product
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JOHN ROWAN
 

Why did you decide to join the Air Force?

-

-

You joined the Air Force to avoid the draft and Viet-
nam. Then someone said, “Do you want to learn Viet-
namese?” Wasn’t that a clue?

-

Born: Sept. 18, 1945,  
Queens, New York
Residence: Middle Village 
(Queens borough), New York
Education: Queens College, 
bachelor’s in political science, 
1970; Hunter College, master’s 
in urban affairs, 1972
Military service: U.S. Air 
Force, July 1965-December 
1967; highest rank: sergeant 
In Vietnam: June-July 
1967; voice intercept 
processing specialist,  
6988th and 6990th security 
squadrons
Professional career: 
Worked for Bronx Borough 
President Robert Abrams,  
1973: community liaison for 
U.S. Rep. Ben Rosenthal, 
D-N.Y., 1973-77; district 
manager, Queens Community 
Board No. 4, 1977-85; chief 
investigator, New York City 
Council Office of Oversight  
and Investigation, 1985-96; 
manager-investigator,  
New York City Comptroller’s 
Office, 1996-2002
Today: Vietnam Veterans of 
America, president since 2005



CREDIT CARD: ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (WE CANNOT SHIP TO P.O. BOXES)  

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY WATCHES & RINGS VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

❑ YES.

WAR DIAL: ❑ ❑ ❑ 
❑ ❑ ❑ 

SERVICE BRANCH: ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

INITIALS DESIRED (3): YRS. SERVED:

I AM A PURPLE HEART RECIPIENT
NOTE: A copy of your DD214 or other authorizing document must be sent with your order. Thank You.

I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS:
❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

ME
DB

ND
-V

TN
-0

41
8

IRAQ CAMPAIGN
WITH NAVY

SPECIALLY DESIGNED TO HONOR WAR VETERANS & PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS

E X C L U S I V E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  M I L I T A R Y

OR, MAIL TO:  

KOREAN SERVICE 
WITH AIR FORCE

WORLD WAR II 
WITH IWO JIMA MEMORIAL

FEATURING WAR MEDAL DIALS, WAR RIBBONS & SERVICE EMBLEMS

AFGHANISTAN CAMPAIGN
WITH PURPLE HEART MEDAL

NEW!

VIETNAM SERVICE 
SHOWN WITH U.S. ARMY EMBLEM

FREE BONUS:
“PROUD TO BE A VETERAN” GIFT TIN
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the coast of North Vietnam. We were 
doing voice intercepts of the pilots/
ground controllers, monitoring any air 

as communication between the com-
manders and operators of the SAM [sur-
face-to-air missile] sites. My job was to 
communicate any vital information 
through the ground site to those units 
that needed the information.

After they brought us back up to 
Japan, a whole new squadron was cre-
ated, the 6990th Security Squadron, 
which was based on Kadena Air Base 

coast of North Vietnam. We were in-

but became a squadron clerk.
Then my father got lung cancer, so they said, “Go 

home, kid,” as I was an only child with a job waiting for 
me. I got out in December of ’67. 

You became involved in veterans issues almost imme-
diately after you got home. Why? I went to school at 

science department was a retired colonel who had taught 
in the war college and was an expert on Southeast Asia. 
He was really against the war, not so much ideologically, 
but he thought the war was being run horribly, that no-
body really understood the Vietnamese. He kept feeding 
me a million books. I got involved with Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War in 1970, but then that got silly really fast.

How so? You had a lot of people who wanted to get us out 
of the war for a lot of reasons. You had the Marxists who 
didn’t know what the hell they were talking about, the Le-
ninists and every other freaking-ist. And you had the FBI 

was being run very poorly. The Vietnamese weren’t pick-
ing up the slack they needed to under the Nixon plan. Viet-
namization was a farce. Our guys were getting killed for 
no reason. But you did have the ideologues, and the crazies 
ran away with it. A lot of us moved on, got into the VVA. 

Fifty years later, how is Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War seen today? A lot of my guys look at it as left wing 
and communist. But there was no other Vietnam veter-
ans group out there. The American Legion and the VFW 
didn’t want us. They were older vets. The guys from 
World War II didn’t talk about mental health. When Agent 
Orange [the poisonous herbicide sprayed to kill foliage 
that hid enemy troops] came up, a lot of them said, “What 
are you bringing that up for?” 

The shrinks who studied the mental health issues 
were VVAW guys who came up with the term PTSD 
[post-traumatic stress disorder]. Before that it was 

talked about drugs. 

How did the Vietnam Veterans 
Association get started? It 

Vietnam Veterans, a lobbying 
group for all these issues that were 
cropping up—PTSD, Agent Orange, 
a crappy GI bill [less generous than 
the one for World War II vets], and 
the bad treatment the Vietnam vets 
were receiving. It was founded by 

got shot in Vietnam and is a paraple-
gic. Bobby came out of the VVAW. 

What are the major services that 
VVA provides today? The biggest is lobbying. Our gov-

What are your legislative priorities? A bill passed in 

day on the children of veterans. We’ve been holding town 
hall meetings all around the country, and we believe that 

We also fought very strongly for the new GI Bill [signed 
in August 2017]. We still have lots of issues with Agent 
Orange. We fought to get more diseases added to the pre-

-
ment assumes are related to Agent Orange exposure and 
thus entitled to disability compensation].

As the Vietnam generation ages, what’s the future of 
the Vietnam Veterans of America as an organization? 
It’s going to die someday. And we’re looking at that seri-

how you go out of business gracefully over time. We’re 
going to look at the legal issues we’ve got to be concerned 
about. We also have a working group that’s looking at the 
feasibility of creating a new veterans organization, pri-
marily with the younger veterans, that would continue 
some of the same ways of doing business that we do. 

What do you mean by that? -
tween us and everybody else is we’ve been willing to sue. 

allowing those with less-than-honorable discharges into 
mental health programs.

And we’ve made sure that the folks who came home 
in the recent wars got a welcome. On many occasions the 
guys coming back at the airports were met by Vietnam 
vets. They thanked Vietnam vets for making sure they 
got what they deserved. That’s our motto: “Never again 
will one generation of veterans abandon another.” The 

Now we’re the old boys. V

In-country
John Rowan served aboard 
aircraft that intercepted North 
Vietnamese communications.



DISTRESSED BLACK 
LEATHER IN CLASSIC 

BOMBER STYLE

PATRIOTISM SOARS
ON THE WINGS OF 
FREEDOM

AVAILABLE IN 

4 MEN’S

SIZES M TO 

XXL

AMERICAN
    EAGLE

L E A T H E R  A V I A T O R  J A C K E T

Here’s an authentically detailed, quality crafted leather bomber jacket 
that, like an eagle in fl ight, symbolizes this great and powerful nation. 
With our exclusive “American Eagle” Leather Aviator Jacket, we’ve 
captured the look of a vintage bomber jacket down to the last detail. 
The distressed black leather jacket proudly salutes the land of the 
free with a printed back yoke featuring bold imagery by artist Jody 
Bergsma. The patriotic art showcases the profound face of a mighty 
eagle united with the stars and stripes of our American fl ag for the 
ultimate statement of pride. An embroidered American fl ag patch on 
the front completes the look. Custom styling includes a detachable 
faux shearling collar, two front-zip breast pockets, two front flap 
pockets with additional side-entry pockets, cuffs with snaps, knit hem, 
black woven lining, and even a hanging loop on the back. 

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE... SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
With its custom design and quality craftsmanship, this leather bomber 
jacket is a remarkable value at $299.95*, payable in five convenient 
installments of $59.99 each. To order yours in men’s sizes M-XXL, backed 
by our unconditional, 30-day guarantee, send no money now; just return 
the Priority Reservation. This jacket is only available from The Bradford 
Exchange, and strong demand is expected. So don’t delay, or you could 
miss out! 

*For information on sales tax you may owe to your state, go to bradfordexchange.com/use-tax

HIGH-FLYING FASHION HONORS OUR STARS AND STRIPES

©2018 The Bradford Exchange  01-26719-001-BIB

www.bradfordexchange.com/eagleaviator

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                         State           Zip

Email (optional)

E39571

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION                                SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve the “American Eagle” Leather Aviator Jacket for 
me as described in this announcement. I’ve checked my size below. 

Please Respond Promptly

T�Medium (38-40)  01-26719-011  T XL (46-48)  01-26719-013   
T�Large (42-44)  01-26719-012      T�XXL (50-52)  01-26719-014   

*Plus a total of $19.99 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 2-4 weeks after initial payment for 
shipment. All sales are subject to product availability and order acceptance.
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Achilles’ heel
It was difficult to maintain the M14’s accuracy 
without continual readjustment, a reason for 

its abandonment by the U.S. Army.

Rounds:  

Magazine: 

Weight: 

Overall length: 

Barrel length: 

Maximum rate of 
 

 

combat): 

Muzzle velocity:  

range:  

Rapid reload
The 20-round magazine could 

be reloaded using 10-round 
“stripper clips.”

Robust reliability
The M14’s long-stroke, 
piston-driven action is 

similar to that of the Soviet 
AK-47—and similarly 

resistant to debris and 
fouling in the field.

THE   M14   RIFLE

Powerful punch
Accurate out to 1,000 meters, the 

rifle fired a 7.62 mm round that 
could shoot through heavy brush.



In the fall and winter, the sun is lower in 
the sky so it rises and sets at peak travel 

  periods. During the early morning and 
afternoon rush hours many drivers find 
themselves temporarily blinded while 
driving directly into the glare of the sun. 
Deadly accidents are regularly caused by 
such blinding glare with danger arising 
from reflected light off another vehicle 
or snowy and icy pavement. Yet, motorists 
struggle on despite being blinded by the 
sun’s glare that can cause countless 
accidents every year.

Not all sunglasses are created equal.
Protecting your eyes is serious business. 
With all the fancy fashion frames out 
there it can be easy to overlook what 
really matters––the lenses. So we did 
our research and looked to the very 
best in optic innovation and technology. 

Sometimes it does take a rocket 
scientist. A NASA rocket scientist.
Some ordinary sunglasses can obscure your 
vision by exposing your eyes to harmful 
UV rays, blue light, and reflective glare. 
They can also darken useful vision-enhanc-
ing light. But now, independent research 
conducted by scientists from NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory has brought forth 
ground-breaking technology to help protect 
human eyesight from the harmful effects 

of solar radiation 
light. This superior 
lens technology was 
first discovered when NASA scientists 
looked to nature for a means to superior 
eye protection—specifically, by studying 
the eyes of eagles, known for their extreme 
visual acuity. This discovery resulted in 
what is now known as Eagle Eyes®. 

The Only Sunglass Technology Certified 
by the Space Foundation for UV and 
Blue-Light Eye Protection. Eagle Eyes® 
features the most advanced eye protection 
technology ever created. The TriLenium® 
Lens Technology offers triple-filter polar-
ization to block 99.9% UVA and UVB—
plus the added benefit of blue-light eye 
protection.  Eagle Eyes® is the 
only optic technology that has 
earned official recognition 
from the Space Certification 
Program for this remark-
able technology. Now, that’s 
proven science-based protection.

The finest optics: And buy one, 
get one FREE!   Eagle Eyes® has the highest 
customer satisfaction of any item in our 20 
year history. We are so excited for you to 
try the Eagle Eyes® breakthrough technol-
ogy that we will give you a second pair 
of Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses 
FREE––a $59.95 value!
That’s two pairs to protect your eyes 
with the best technology available for 
less than the price of one pair of traditional 
sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators 
with stainless steel black frames and the 
other with stainless steel gold, plus one 
hard zipper case and one micro-fiber draw-
string cleaning pouch are included. Keep 
one pair in your pocket and one in your car.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
If you are not astounded with the Eagle 
Eyes® technology, enjoying clearer, sharper 
and more glare-free vision, simply return 
one pair within 30 days for a full refund of 
the purchase price. The other pair is yours 
to keep. No one else has such confidence 
in their optic technology. Don’t leave your 
eyes in the hands of fashion designers, 
 entrust them to the best scientific minds 

on earth. Wear your Eagle Eyes® Naviga-
tors with absolute confidence, knowing 
your eyes are protected with technology 
that was born in space for the human race.

Urgent: Special Driving Notice

Slip on a pair of Eagle Eyes® and everything 
instantly appears more vivid and sharp. You’ll 
immediately notice that your eyes are more 
comfortable and relaxed and you’ll feel no 
need to squint. These scientifically designed 
sunglasses are not just fashion accessories 
for the summer; they are necessary to protect 
your eyes from those harmful rays produced 
by the sun in the winter. 

simulation

Eagle Eyes® 
Lens

To some, sunglasses are a fashion accessory…

Certified EAGLE EYES® was developed 
from original NASA Optic technology 

and was recently inducted into the 
Space Foundation Technology Hall of Fame.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. EEN707-07
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Two Pairs of Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ 
Sunglasses $119.90†  

   Offer Code Price  $49 + S&P  Save $70.90
Offer includes one pair each Navigator™ 
Black and Navigator™ Gold Sunglasses

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: EEN707-07 
You must use this insider offer code to 
get our special price. 

Rating 
of A+

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

Stauer®

† Special price only for customers using the offer code 
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

But When Driving, 
These Sunglasses 
May Save Your Life!

Navigator™ Gold Stainless Steel Sunglasses 

Navigator™ 
Black Stainless 

Steel Sunglasses

Studies by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 

(NHTSA) show that most (74%) 
of the crashes occurred 

on clear, sunny days

Drivers’ Alert:  Driving in fall and winter can 
expose you to the most dangerous glare…
do you know how to protect yourself?

Receive  the Navigator™ Gold 
Sunglasses (a $59.95 value) FREE! 
just for trying the Navigator™ Black

Fit-ons available for 
$39 +S&H
Black or Tortoise-Shell design 



April 4  Martin Luther King Jr. is shot and killed  
on the balcony outside his motel room in Memphis,  
Tennessee, by James Earl Ray. In a speech the previ-
ous day, King had said, “I’ve seen the Promised Land. 
I may not get there with you.” Riots followed in more 
than 100 cities, the most deadly being in Washington, 
Chicago and Baltimore.

March 31  Lyndon B. Johnson, 
with support for the war dropping 
and “peace candidates” on the rise, 
announces a halt to most bombing 
of North Vietnam, adding: “I shall 
not seek, and I will not accept, the 
nomination of my party for anoth-
er term as your president.”

March 19  Students at  
Howard University in Wash-

of a campus building as they pro-
test the draft and make demands 
for changes at the school, including 
creation of a black studies pro-
gram. The sit-in ended March 23 
with many of the demands met.

April 2  Audiences join 2001:  
A Space Odyssey on a mission  
to Jupiter that combines stellar 

musings on mankind’s destiny 
and the dangers of humanlike 
computers. 

20 V I E T N A M
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March 10 A decree signed by North 
Vietnamese President Ho Chi Minh 

-

-

March 10-11
-

March 16
-

-

-

April 3

April 8

MARCH 19: CHARLES DEL VECCHIO/WASHINGTON POST/GETTY IMAGES, 
HISTORYNET ARCHIVES; MARCH 31: CORBIS VIA GETTY IMAGES; APRIL 2: 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER/GETTY IMAGES; APRIL 4:JOSEPH LOUW/THE 
LIFE IMAGES COLLECTION/GETTY IMAGES; APRIL 10: UNIVERSAL HISTORY 
ARCHIVE/UIG/GETTY IMAGES; APRIL 11: BETTMANN/GETTY IMAGES; APRIL 
13: GUY ACETO; APRIL 29: PHOTOFEST

April 13  “Honey,” 
country and pop 
singer Bobby 
Goldsboro’s love 
song of a man 
missing his wife 
after her sudden 
death, becomes 
the No. 1 single 
and stays on top 

April 10  

to In the 
Nigh -

-

-

 
-

April 29 

Hair

April 11  President  
Johnson, following up on 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and Voting Rights Act of 
1965, signs the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968, called the Fair 
Housing Act, which out-
laws housing discrimina-
tion in selling, renting, 

advertising. 
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Jumping into action
Two soldiers from the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) hit the ground running in Operation 
Pegasus as American and South Vietnamese 
troops come to the aid of U.S. Marines battling 
the North Vietnamese Army at Khe Sanh.
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n the opening week of April 1968, 
the sky over the northwestern 
corner of South Vietnam looked 
like someone had disturbed a bee-
hive as swarms of U.S. Cavalry 

-
-

power to various landing zones. This was 
Operation Pegasus, one of the Vietnam War’s 

the enemy forces besieging a Marine base  
at Khe Sanh. 

A letter home by Sgt. Doug McPhee, 4th 
Platoon, Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 5th 
Cavalry Regiment, on April 8, 1968, de-
scribed the conditions witnessed by troops of 
the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) at the 
operation’s Landing Zone Wharton: “You 
probably know where the 1st Cav is now—the 
immediate vicinity of Khe Sahn—and it is re-
ally bad news. The NVA are as well equipped 
as we are—tanks, artillery, mortars, rockets. 
Everything but jets and helicopters. We got 
here on the 3rd and have been under every 

I
By John McGuire

LARRY BURROWS/THE LIFE PICTURE COLLECTION/GETTY IMAGES

Sent to relieve the besieged Marine base  
at Khe Sanh, the 1st Cavalry faced a tough  

fight of its own at Landing Zone Wharton 
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Cates

Khe Sanh
Marine Base

Operation Pegasus
Landing Zones of the 1st Cavalry Division  
and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam

April 1968

Lang Vei
Snapper

Old 
French 

Fort

Wharton

Tom

Thor

Mike

Stud

Ca Lu

LAOS

Crash Site of  
Lt. Col. Leslie  

Runkle 

Landing zone

Bases and towns

Rao Quan 
River

Snake

Co Roc 
Mountain

Khe Sanh
Village
9

9

SOUTH
VIETNAM

0 1 2

Miles

Enlarged
Area

Landing Zones for Pegasus

-

-

-

-

Rough run 
Marines under  
fire head for a 

helicopter at 
Khe Sanh in 

April 1968. M
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Ready to join  
the fight
Troops of the  
1st Air Cav are 
dropped southeast 
of Khe Sanh on 
April 3, 1968.
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areas occupied by the enemy. In just under 
one week, more than 15,000 soldiers were 
deployed. Many war correspondents arrived 
to capture this move, including Larry Burrows 
of Life magazine, Terry Fincher with the Daily 
Express of London, Dang Van Phuoc of The As-
sociated Press and Catherine Leroy, an inde-
pendent French journalist.

Operation Pegasus had three primary goals: provide relief to the 
Marines at Khe Sanh; reopen Highway 9 to establish an overland 
supply route to Khe Sanh; and search for and destroy North Viet-
namese Army units in the Khe Sanh area. The 1st Air Cav would 
do what it did better than anyone: Clear the enemy from the site of 
a planned hilltop landing zone by hitting it with murderous artillery 

points for search and destroy missions and sometimes as a base for 
artillery sites. The 1st Air Cav also deployed fast-response aerial 
teams to disrupt NVA troops who were, at that point, moving around 
in the daytime unmolested. 

1st Air Cav units and ARVN troops in Operation Pegasus. The 3rd 
-

ing zones (Mike, Cates and Thor) east of Khe Sanh, starting on April 
1, 1968. The brigade was ordered to push west toward Khe Sanh 
along Highway 9 with Marine tank support and Army engineers. 

The 2nd Brigade dropped troops onto LZ Wharton (also known as 
Tim, Timothy and Pat) and LZ Tom south of Khe Sanh on April 3.
Those forces would act as a pincer to prevent the NVA from  
moving south. 

The 1st Brigade and the ARVN’s 3rd Airborne Task Force, leap-
frogging west along the Laotian border near Lang Vei on April 7, 
would land at LZ Snapper and LZ Snake to block retreating enemy 
forces and prevent NVA reinforcements from moving into the region. 
With Marines holding the high ground to the north, the NVA besieg-

Foot soldiers
Air Cav troops hoof  
it through elephant 
grass on April 5 during 
Operation Pegasus.

Final impressions 
After the siege of Khe Sahn 

is broken, troops of the  
1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry 

Regiment, watch U.S. strikes 
on a hill line in the area of 

the Lang Vei Special Forces 
Camp in April 1968.T
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Revving up
Helicopters await 
1st Air Cav soldiers 
on April 5 for 
another drop near 
Khe Sanh.  
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The Big Move 
In late March 1968 the soldiers of the 1st Air Cav’s 2nd 
Brigade had been told to grab their gear and saddle up for 
an extended operation. Assaults were a well-rehearsed 
routine, but even seasoned grunts felt an uneasiness set-

into Indian Country. 
Meanwhile, the 1st Battalion, 77th Field Artillery Reg-

iment, and 1st Battalion, 30th Field Artillery Regiment, 
prepared their 105 mm and 155 mm howitzers, ammu-
nition and other equipment for loading onto the under-
belly slings of Chinooks and Skycranes that were on the 

77th Artillery, recalled his thoughts sitting in a vibrating, 

checked my watch and realized that already an hour had 
passed and this was, by far, our longest move yet. . .We 
were most certainly heading north, and that was not a 
direction to be heading in Vietnam.”

On April 3, one day ahead of schedule, the 2nd Brigade 
under the leadership of Col. Joseph C. McDonough sent 
the 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, to LZ Tom. The 
brigade’s 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry Regiment, and 1st 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry, were sent to LZ Wharton. Charlie 
Battery of the 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery, and Alpha Bat-
tery, 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery, also went to Wharton. 

LZ Wharton was well-situated to prevent NVA troops 
from heading south as they retreated from Khe Sanh. The 
innocuous-looking hill was 2½ miles southeast of the Khe 
Sanh base, and LZ Tom was 1 mile southeast of Wharton. 
Two miles to the northwest, near the village of Khe Sanh, 
was an old French fort garrisoned by a well-entrenched 
NVA battalion. The fort was a former French prison that 

once held Ho Chi Minh, his wife and a top North Vietnam-
ese commander, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap. 

LZ Wharton had about 1,000 U.S. troops, a battery of 
155 mm howitzers, a battery of 105 mm howitzers, ac-
cess to a fast-response scout team, support from artillery 
units aboard Hueys armed with rockets, and the assis-
tance of scouts in the 1st Battalion, 9th Cavalry Regi-
ment. LZ Tom could provide an additional 500 men and 
several 105 mm howitzers. But 1,500 soldiers of the 66th 
NVA Regiment were also in the area, straddling Highway 
9 and occupying an elaborate system of underground 
bunkers and complexes. More important, the artillery 
pieces of the NVA 675th Artillery Regiment had been 
placed in unknown locations close to Co Roc Mountain in 

 
Operation Pegasus.

Cavalry in the Crosshairs 
LZ Wharton looked like most of the landing zones estab-
lished during Operation Pegasus. From the air, the bomb 
craters from B-52 Rolling Thunder airstrikes had the 
appearance of orange lesions in the terrain. What was left 
of the underbrush consisted of tall elephant grass thick 
enough for predators, animal or human, to move about 
freely. Thick jungle remained in the areas missed by 
bombs or defoliants sprayed from the sky. Ridgelines 
melted into other ridgelines or spilled into open valleys.

LZ Wharton’s highest point was roughly 1,600 feet in 
elevation. At its apex was counterbattery radar, used to 

zone. Along the peak, numerous signal antennae stuck 
out of the ground like quills on a bristly porcupine. Two 
ridges sloped downward from the hilltop. One ridgeline 

Under attack
Cavalry troops at Landing Zone Wharton hunker 

down in a trench as enemy artillery rounds fired 
from Laos hit their position on April 4.
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held the 155 mm towed howitzers of Alpha Battery, 1st 
Battalion, 30th Artillery. The other side of the hill sup-
ported the 105 mm howitzers of Charlie Battery, 1st Bat-
talion, 77th Artillery. Both batteries generally faced west. 

Ringing the entire perimeter were widely spaced fox-
holes and bunkers. The elephant grass around each bun-
ker was cut short and often burned, which enabled 
American troops to more easily see the approaching 

most NVA ground attacks, but not artillery attacks. 
Enemy shelling began almost immediately during the 

at 4:30 p.m. on April 3 with three rounds hitting inside 
the landing zone’s perimeter, and 45 minutes later three 
more rounds impacted on the hill. As the Marines at Khe 
Sanh had known for months, surviving the con-
stant artillery barrages required moving oper-
ations largely underground. The infantrymen 
at LZ Wharton struggled to dig deeper foxholes 
and set up an overhead cover of interlocking 
logs and sandbags. In the past, a 2-foot-deep 

making holes up to 5 feet deep to escape the 
steel rain of artillery from Laos. 

By 10:15 p.m., hidden NVA forward observers 
had bracketed LZ Wharton to direct strikes for 
their artillery units. Over a span of 15 minutes, 
25 artillery rounds (probably from Soviet-made 

Wharton. In the open areas or shallow bunkers, 
casualties quickly began to mount.

 “I’m counting the days till I’m out of the  
Godforsaken place,” said Alpha Company, 1st 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry, Spc. 4 Don Sykes of  

Greenville, South Carolina. “I’m practically a short-timer.” 
Suddenly, Sykes jumped up and made a frenzied dash to-
ward his bunker but was cut down. Alpha Company’s mor-
tar platoon also received a direct hit. Pvt. Greg Pylman’s 
mortars were destroyed, and he received shrapnel 
wounds to his chest. 

By early morning of April 4, debris was strewn about, 
and shredded poncho liners hung from the few trees on 
LZ Wharton. The dirty faces and blank stares of the 
wounded showed the terror of the night’s artillery bar-
rage. The information relayed from the landing zone to 

-
ion, 5th Cavalry, still at LZ Stud, was dire: “Sir, we have 
multiple casualties in all companies. One of the severely 
wounded is Black Gold Six [Bravo Company’s com-

Hard times
 Capt. Michael Nawrosky of 

Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 
5th Cavalry, lies seriously 

wounded at Landing Zone 
Wharton on April 4.

Back in control
The siege over, the 3rd Marine Division 
in the Khe Sanh area receives 155 mm 
howitzers in 1969 for an offensive 
against the North Vietnamese.
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Assault on the Old French Fort
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Pass the ammo
Ammunition for 
artillery is taken off 
a Chinook during 
Operation Pegasus.
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of metal landed with a thud right next to me.” Manijo 
was unscathed, but four of his team were wounded and 
removed in medevacs. 

A short time later, the NVA tank reappeared and 

troops. Again, Blue Max helicopters were called to the 
-

able to reach the fort, the 1st Battalion companies pulled 

protective cover. Even so, 13 enemy rocket rounds and 
seven artillery rounds from Laos fell on those companies. 

-
tional 14 rockets and six mortar rounds hit troops inside 
the perimeter. The 2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, which had 

wounded. As before, the wounded could not be evacuated 
until later the next day when the weather cleared. 

The morning of April 6, the 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry, 
again attempted to seize control of the fort. Built on high 
ground, it provided a great vantage point to observe the 

more than 100 NVA in the open. Three-war veteran 1st 
-

port. The enemy are coming out of this fort like ants,” 

The 1st Battalion continued to press its attack, but 
-

tars. Delta Company took the brunt of the shelling. More 
than 70 mortar rounds dropped on its men from 11:50 
a.m. to 12:40 p.m. At least 46 of the roughly 75 Delta 
troopers were wounded, and three were killed. The assis-

Charles Brown, was calling for medevacs based on re-
quests from commander Jordan and could see the shell-

ing in the distance. “As I watched the smoke from the 
mortar rounds landing, the request for medevacs seemed 

Confronted with mounting casualties against a fully 
garrisoned fort, the 1st Battalion was forced to abandon 
its attack. But airstrikes battered the fort with napalm 
and explosives for the rest of the day.

On April 7, the 1st Battalion was replaced by the 5th 

abandoned the fort, and the 2nd Battalion took control 

advancing 1st Air Cav units and the Khe Sanh base. 

1-6), the four line companies of 1st Battalion, 5th Cav-

2nd Battalion, 12th Cavalry, and 2nd Battalion, 5th Cav-
alry, took an additional 13 casualties during that period. 
In total, the 2nd Brigade lost about 40 percent of its 
forces to casualties during the opening weeks of Opera-

would last for another month.
Fighting with understrength companies characterized 

relieve the siege of Khe Sanh. On April 8, the 3rd Cavalry 
Brigade hooked up with the Marines outside the base. 
The siege was broken.

Although the area today is now overgrown with ver-
dant forests and underbrush that conceal the scars of 
war, the skytroopers and artillerymen who fought there 
in April 1968 will never forget its deadly past. V

John McGuire is a forester and wildlife biologist 
from South Alabama. His interest in the 1st Cavalry 
blossomed several years ago when he discovered a 
shoebox full of medals and photos after the death 
of a close family friend.

The siege site
This photo shows the base at 
Khe Sanh in early 1968 as 
Marines build barricades of 
metal drums and sandbags.
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As the Communist Khmer Rouge 
overran Cambodia, a former CIA pilot 

pulled off a desperate escape 
By Neil Hansen

LAST PLANE OUT 
OF CAMBODIA
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Unscheduled 
departure

Neil Hansen, 
opposite page in 
his Air America 
ID photo during 

CIA days in 
Vietnam, was 

flying the 
Convair 440, at 

left, for a  
Cambodian  

airline in 1975 as 
the brutal  

Khmer Rouge 
Communists 

were fast 
approaching the 

airport where 
the plane was 

parked.

lying for Air America Inc., an airline 
secretly owned by the CIA in South-
east Asia during the Vietnam War, 

1964 to 1973, I had been based in Saigon and Vientiane, 

friendly locals in hostile territory.
-

tiane base closed. I joined my family who had been living 
-

with intermingled relief and ecstasy when I received a call 
from former Air America colleague Pete Snyder (not his 

-

anywhere in the world of regulated aviation. It was a 
-

F -
erated in much the same way as sailors hanging out at a 

-

the Communist Khmer Rouge insurgents overrunning 

when a .50-caliber round went through the wing and fu-
selage but missed the fuel selector valve by just an inch. 

 
-

-
tions. Since the civil war was over and Americans were 

 

leader Pol Pot, was a ruthless horror show. Although 
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Pushed out
Cambodian President Lon Nol, here at a 1972 
news conference, was unable to stop the Khmer 
Rouge Communists overrunning the country.

them if they had seen a Tri-9 Convair come in. Pete might 
be on it. They reported that only their DC-3 and our Con-

breakfast. I suggested this was not a good time to be going 
to Phnom Penh. The Khmer Airlines captain was of-
fended. “The Khmer Rouge wouldn’t hurt us—only long-
nose Americans,” he said and left.

Not wanting to tip my hand entirely, I told his co-pilot 
and mine that I was considering getting out. “Good idea, 
captain,” my co-pilot said. 

I told the Khmer Airlines co-pilot he could come along 
if he wanted but added that I did not want him to tell his 
captain or anybody else. I feared the Cambodian military 

to the Khmer Rouge, an understandable attempt to save 
their own hides by demonstrating that they were now 
devoted comrades of the new rulers.

good, no land, come back go with you.”
“All right,” I agreed, “but if you’re not back by noon, 

I’m gone.” His jeep showed up, and he left for the airport 
with his captain.

A half-hour later, a Land Rover sent by Angkor Wat 
Airlines showed up with the station manager driving and 
our steward and stewardess in the back. The steward 
was one of the airline owner’s relatives, and the steward-
ess performed no function other than being the steward’s 
girlfriend.

The airport was about 9 miles away. As we started down 

Convair 440, a mural of the Angkor Wat temples on its tail, 
sitting on the ramp and being loaded. The only other bird 

Airlines DC-3 presumably was en route to Phnom Penh. 
We had a normal load of pigs, rice and people. Our 

give him his bonjour—a word that in this context trans-
lated into “bribe” rather than “good day,” the literal 

I had left Phnom Penh in February 1975 and moved 
to Kompong Som, on the southwestern coast, roughly 150 

Angkor Wat Airlines, named after Cambodia’s majestic 
-

pong Som was a white sandy beach town that might have 
passed for a trendy resort, except that the nightly enter-

in the distance. 

Thursday, April 17, 1975,
noise of the cook slamming the screen door in the kitchen 
across the courtyard of my beachside motel woke me. 
From what I could see of the sky outside, it would be a 

old aluminum suitcase, donned a clean uniform and 
grabbed a can of PET condensed milk.

On the far side of the courtyard, the cook had set the 
tables for breakfast. I found a table and punched a hole 
in the can of milk as my Filipino co-pilot joined me. I had 
heard the previous day that helicopters had evacuated 

the Khmer Rouge were only about 10 miles from the 
capital. With the arrival of that news, Pete and I agreed 
that he would meet me in Kompong Som and we would 
leave together. 

A Douglas DC-3 captain and co-pilot—Chinese men who 

also sat at our table. They had left the Kompong Som air-
port much later than we had the past evening, so I asked 

Crew of the last 
plane out
With Neil Hansen 
on the Convair 
440’s flight out of 
Cambodia were a 
co-pilot, upper 
left, steward and 
stewardess, 
shown in their 
company ID 
photos. Hansen 
doesn’t have their 
names.
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French. Meanwhile, I wandered over to the food stalls 
lining the edge of the ramp and bought a piece of sugar 
cane to munch on.

8:05 a.m. Showtime
We would have to play it cool. If it appeared we were try-
ing to leave the country, we might be stopped by the mil-

-

so Pete could join us. I had seen him the previous day in 

have been able to get out of there by now. 
 

8:30 a.m. The air stair folded into the fuselage. In the 
-

side grumbled to life, belching a cloud of blue-white oil 

my thumb sideways, telling the station manager stand-

-
turned to the left front, snapped a military salute and 

waved us out of the ramp. What 

his salute and advanced the throt-

On the way down the runway, I 
made a couple of calls on the radio 

Taking over
Khmer Rouge insurgents drive through 
Phnom Penh on April 17, 1975, celebrating 
their capture of Cambodia’s capital. 

Brutal force
Pol Pot, shown in 
1980, led a Khmer 
Rouge regime that 
killed more than a 
million Cambodians.
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using a plane-to-plane frequency in the blind to 
determine if there was anyone about to land at 
the Kompong Som airport, which had no control 
tower to relay that information. No reply. Where 
was Pete? 

At the end of the runway, I brought the power 
up and cycled the propellers a couple of times, 

-
ric pressure to check the magnetos—ignition de-
vices using rotating magnets to create an electric 

when I checked the magneto on the left engine, 

“What the hell? We better go back to check 

sigh. I then wagged my head in disgust. It was 
all an act, part of my escape plan, and I was 
proud of my thespian skills. Back on the ramp, 
we shut down. Our half-dozen or so passengers 
deplaned. We didn’t ask if anyone wanted to es-
cape with us because we were afraid someone 

the airport. I climbed out and asked the station 
manager for a ladder so I could check the en-
gine. As I climbed the ladder, I continued my 
deception, bitching about how hard it would be 
to get two trips in today. I pulled out a couple of 

Victory parades
Residents of 
Battambang 
province, above, 
joyously greet the 
conquering Khmer 
Rouge, which many 
Cambodians hoped 
would bring peace 
and stability to a 
country that had 
lacked both for 
years. At left, Khmer 
Rouge forces march 
into Phnom Penh on 
April 17, 1975.

Time to leave
American citizens gather at 
Phnom Penh’s airport in 
April 1975 for an evacuation 
as the Khmer Rouge close in.
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spark plugs, went down the ladder, sat on the air stair 
and began picking some carbon out of the plugs.

 
9:30 a.m. “Captain, plane coming!” yelled my co-pilot. 
Barely over the hills to the north was a DC-3 heading 
our way. The pilot was too low. A few moments passed, 
and he could be heard coming in at high power, straight 
and fast. As he came across the threshold of the runway, 

and fast. It was the Khmer Airlines DC-3 crew who had 
breakfast with us. They turned around at the end of the 
runway and headed to the ramp while still going very 
fast. The tires squealed, and one wing started up, but the 
pilot got the plane under control. 

The props were still turning when the captain jumped 
out of the door, yelling for gas. His co-pilot followed, try-
ing to calm him.

“What’s the matter?” I asked.
“Phnom Penh burning,” the captain answered, agi-

tated. “They shoot at us!” he yelled, like that was some-
thing to be surprised about. “We go Bangkok now!” 

I grabbed him and hissed, “Shut up, don’t let the mil-
itary hear you, or we’ll get arrested.”

The passengers on the DC-3 started climbing out. 
“What are you going to tell the passengers?” I asked.

“We tell them we try again to go Phnom Penh, but go 
to Bangkok,” the captain said.

“Thai customs will love you,” I said.
“You better go too.”
“Sure, but let’s be a little careful,” I said. “Why don’t 

you wait in your plane? And I’ll help your co-pilot get 
gas and clearance.”

The pilot went back to his DC-3.
 
10 a.m. His co-pilot showed up with the gas truck, and 
I cornered him. “You know your captain wants to go  
to Bangkok?”

“Yes.”
“I don’t think that’s a very good idea,” I told the co- 

pilot. “With passengers, customs there will give you a 
ration of shit, particularly if some of the passengers 
don’t want to go to Bangkok.”

“Yes, but what else to do?” 
“Go to Sattahip, it’s a Thai Air Force Base, so there 

aren’t any customs to give you a hard time. If they get 
nasty, tell them you got lost, or there’s a problem with 
the plane. If your captain doesn’t like the idea, cold cock 

I gave him the frequency for the tower at Sattahip and 
asked him to monitor 123.9, the frequency used for calls 

ground. 
 
10:30 a.m. The DC-3 was cranking up, and I went back 
to my Convair 440. The steward asked if the plane was 

Disarming a city
After the fall of Phnom Penh, 
Khmer Rouge soldiers stationed 
at a crossroad collect and pile up 
guns of the city’s residents.
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-
-

11 a.m. My plane was now unloaded,

Legacy of horror
Remains from a mass grave near Phnom Penh are a 
gruesome display of the Khmer Rouge’s rule, 1975 to 1978.

-

Darker days ahead
Khmer Rouge smiles 
on April 17, 1975, 
belie the reign of 
terror that was 
about to begin.
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CIA. He hustled out to the jeep while soldiers from the fuel 
and oil storage operation climbed into the truck. 

11:24 a.m. There were only three of us left at the air-
port: the station manager, my co-pilot and me. 

11:32 a.m. Where was Pete? His wife was in Phnom 

to Bangkok since most of the crews knew her, but I was 
afraid Pete might try to make sure she had gotten out. 

11:46 a.m. The station manager was squatted down 
next to my co-pilot in the shade of the wing. Nobody was 
talking, just staring to the north where the shimmering 
heat seemed to magnify the hills in the distance. No dust, 
no breeze, just eerie quiet.  

11:58 a.m. Here came the Land Rover, its driver looking 
like he was trying to qualify for the Indianapolis 500. He 
skidded up to the airplane, and the steward and steward-
ess jumped out. 

The steward was panicky. “No people on the road,  
people all go!” he said.

“Where did they go?” I asked.
“I no know, just go. No good here, we go now?” 
“Let’s get this show on the road.” 

  
12:07 p.m. No Pete. Nothing else to do but leave. 

Before going up the air stair, I looked into the station 
manager’s eyes. “We are going to Bangkok. I want you to 
come too.” 

to control his emotions. “No sir, I stay. My family. My fam-
ily Phnom Penh, sir.”

I didn’t reply. What could I have said? We shook hands 

12:11 p.m. We started the engines and broke the stony 
silence. No chocks to pull since I had already removed 
them, but the station manager was standing in his place, 
as usual, looking up at the cockpit, tears tracking down 
his cheeks. He snapped a salute. My earlier cynicism 
depleted, I returned his salute, and he waved us out of 
the ramp.

At the end of the runway the temperatures and pres-
sures looked good, so I turned around and poured the 
coal to it. The speed built up, and as we passed the ramp 
the station manager was still standing there. I realized 
I didn’t even know his name.

 
and on to the yoke with my left hand. One hundred 
knots, rotate. 

****
Pete arrived in Kompong Som after an unsuccessful 

search for his wife in Phnom Penh. The Khmer Rouge 

arrested him the next day in the motel room where I had 
stayed. They marched him to the Thai border and, mirac-
ulously, released him. Pete never found his wife. She be-
came one of the victims of the Cambodian holocaust.

The DC-3 crew arrived safely in Sattahip Air Base with 
little fanfare. 

My plane landed in Bangkok, and I was commissioned 

for Royal Air Lao. I remained there a few months until 
advancing Communist Pathet Lao forces necessitated 
another escape to Thailand, this time by boat. 

Southeast Asia was falling down around my knees. It 
was time to go home to the United States. V

Neil Hansen travels the country on the speaking circuit, 
frequently recounting stories about his Air America 
days to military and veterans’ groups. He lives in Osh-
kosh, Wisconsin. “The Last Plane Out of Cambodia” is 
based on a chapter from his forthcoming book FLIGHT.

In no hurry  
to leave
Neil Hansen, 
safely ensconced 
in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin, poses 
on a C-123 
transport plane 
at an air show. 
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PAVING THE WAY 
FOR AMERICA’S 

FIGHTING FORCES
Combat engineers in Vietnam: the first year 

By W. B. Willard Jr.

The river bridge
The 70th Combat Engineer  
Battalion erects a bridge across 
the Song Ba river near An Khe 
in South Vietnam.
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orrespondents who covered 
the Vietnam War typically 
concentrated on the more 

glamorous branches of the combat arms—infantry, armor 
and artillery. Too often unfairly ignored in the box-score 
statistics that measured success in countless combat op-
erations were the accomplishments of the combat engi-
neers who made that success possible.

An army can’t go very far without roads, bridges, run-
ways, landing pads, ports, fuel tanks, supply depots, 

that support its operations. That’s where my unit and 
other battalions of the 937th Engineer Group (Combat) 
contributed.

As captain of C Company, 19th Engineer Battalion 
(Combat), stationed at Fort Meade, Maryland, I was in a 
classroom with the approximately 150 men in my unit 
watching President Lyndon B. Johnson announce during 
his July 28, 1965, news conference that he was sending 
more combat troops to Vietnam to make the world safe 
from communism. All of my men suddenly stood and 
cheered loudly because we were so proud to be among 
those chosen for this important mission. 

California, boarded the World War II troop carrier USS 
General W. H. Gordon, sailed 17 days to South Vietnam 
and made an amphibious landing in August 1965 at Qui 
Nhon, in the central section of South Vietnam, about 400 
miles north of Saigon. 

Several weeks later we handed out beer to Marines 
who came ashore at Qui Nhon and moved inland. The  
Marine landing made the front page of The New York 
Times and other newspapers, but there was no mention 
of the Army engineers who were already in the area and 
able to provide the leathernecks with important 
liquid refreshments. 

C
war—following the initial Marine 
landing at Da Nang in March 
1965—fully 75 percent of U.S. 
ground operations took place in 
central South Vietnam, from the 
coastal east to the highlands in the west, a region the U.S. 
military called the II Corps Tactical Zone. 

The 937th Engineer Group was assigned to II Corps 
by the 18th Engineer Brigade, Command Headquarters, 
in Saigon. The 937th consisted of three combat battal-
ions (the 19th, 70th and 299th), one construction bat-
talion (the 84th) and several attached companies, 
including the 509th (Panel Bridge), the 511th (Panel 
Bridge), the 362nd (Light Equipment) and the 630th 
(Light Equipment), as well as one platoon of the 497th 
Company (Port Construction).

On paper, this assignment looked good. The 937th En-
gineer Group was the only combat engineer group in Viet-
nam, and it was being assigned to the action area. Its 

-
tions, laying and removing mines, and constructing 
roads, bridges and heliports.

But things did not turn out that way. Even though the 
937th received its full share of combat support missions—
mainly with elements of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmo-
bile), 25th Infantry Division and the South Korean 
Capital “Tiger” Infantry Division—the group also found 
itself working on projects normally reserved for construc-
tion units. Combat engineer battalions were not organized 
or equipped to perform large-scale and sophisticated con-

Filling storage needs
The 19th and 70th 
battalions build a Quonset 
hut, logistics depot and 
petroleum storage tanks.
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struction projects, but construction 
units were in short supply in Vietnam 

 

The 19th Combat Engineer Battalion

Towering projects
The 299th and 70th battalions put up 
guard towers at an ammunition site 
and Camp Radcliff near An Khe.

CAMBODIA

LAOS I CORPS

III CORPS

IV CORPS

Da Nang

Pleiku

Qui Nhon

An Khe

Saigon

Demilitarized 
Zone

937th Engineer Group  
(Combat)

Area of Operations  
II Corps Tactical Zone

August 1965-August 1966

II CORPS
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life span of only 30 minutes. After the open-
ing, our battalion commander, Lt. Col. Amos 
Matthews, was leaving the bridge by jeep and 

heading toward the bridge. Matthews told 

heavy for the bridge. “Do not go over the 
bridge,” the colonel said. 

The enlisted man disobeyed his order and 
proceeded to drive over our new bridge. 
Standing on the far side, I watched our bridge 

with it. I jumped into the river to pull the 
driver out of the cab. At that moment Mat-

at me standing in the Song Ba tributary with 
-

lard, build another bridge and this one with 
intermediate support.” I said, “Yes, sir,” ren-
dered the hand salute, and that is exactly what we did. 

pursued disciplinary action against the driver through 
the commander of his unit.)

In October 1965, both the 299th Combat Engineer Bat-
talion and the monsoon rains arrived. The 299th was 

an ammunition storage depot in the jungle south of Qui 

10 ammunition storage pads were operational by Febru-

arrived in January 1966, one company of the 299th was 
-
-

Normally, building a base hospital is the lot of con-
-

members of the 70th Combat Engineer Battalion, sent to 
An Khe in August 1965 to prepare a base for the 1st Air 

-

Khe was soon overwhelmed. More hospital space was 
needed, so the 70th Battalion constructed a 200-bed  

At An Khe, the 70th Battalion was involved in construc-
tion of an estimated 17 miles of perimeter security lighting, 
a depot, 60 guard towers with searchlights, a division 

-

-

Khe. They constructed a 30-ton ice plant, a central tele-

The 1st Cavalry Division, which pioneered the airmobile 
-

ters, could reach any point in the II Corps region from An 
Khe in less than 30 minutes by chopper. But in the months 

becoming less and less airmobile because Vietnamese 
dust—a lot closer in size to sand than powder—literally 

 

than 100 acres of vegetation by hand, using axes, chain 
saws and other tools to preserve the natural sod where 

special contingent to help the 70th Battalion with this 

The fuel and oil spillage from the helicopters, however, 

Roadwork ahead
Highway 19 gets some needed 

repairs, thanks to the 70th 
and 19th battalions.
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deteriorated the sod, which then was washed away by the 
swirling air generated from the rotor blades, turning the 
ground beneath the choppers into the destructive dust. 
In about three months, the green hills found at An Khe 
when the Cavalry units arrived, then dubbed “the golf 
course,” had become “the sand trap.”

Helicopter blades gave out months before their ex-
pected expiration date, and dust-clogged engines had to 
be overhauled twice as frequently as anticipated. In short, 
the helicopter’s life expectancy was cut in half.

The dust problem was not entirely unexpected because 

the 1st Air Cav ran into the same situation 
during training at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
Even so, the division’s planners felt the chop-
pers could operate temporarily from outlying 
bases during operations there and preserve 
the life expectancy of the sod at the An Khe 
headquarters. But the division soon discov-
ered that the “dust-free” period, when the 
helicopters were away from An Khe, was just 
a few days at a time.

I believe that U.S. planners never envi-
sioned a prolonged stay at An Khe because 
they thought military operations would shift 
quickly to North Vietnam. The unexpected 
high level of combat operations in II Corps 
resulted in a much greater use of An  
Khe, and thus the natural sod gave out  
much sooner. 

The dust problem became the No. 1 head-
ache for the 937th Engineer Group. It caused 
havoc at all bases, creating safety hazards for 
vehicle operations and sanitary hazards for 

A team of soil experts was sent to Vietnam in spring 

answers. After an exhaustive study, the team concluded 
that the only permanent solution was to bury all roads, 
bases and helicopter pads under asphalt or concrete. That 
was impractical in the short term. However, several stop-
gap measures were proposed. All enjoyed some degree of 
success. Among them:

• T-17 membrane. Two-ply, neoprene plastic sections 
66 by 100 feet were glued together to form the mem-
brane, which proved particularly successful in the 

-
ing hills around Pleiku. The stress of C-130 aircraft, 
however, proved too much for the membrane, which 
required continuous maintenance. 

• Peneprime. An MC-30 asphalt cutback (asphalt 
blended with petroleum) that includes several chem-
ical additives, peneprime partially met the require-

soils (containing large amounts of aluminum and 
iron) around An Khe. It was less successful in stand-
ing up to the stress on road surfaces.

The lack of gravel and crushed stone presented a 
major problem for soil stabilization, concrete production 
and asphalt work. With only one construction battalion, 
the 937th Engineer Group simply did not have enough 

quantity to meet the demand. 
Additional machines were eventually sent 

to Vietnam from the States, and a small 
amount of hand-crushed rock made by Viet-
namese laborers could be purchased locally 
(at less cost than that produced by 937th 
Engineer Group’s crushers), but the short-
age of aggregate persisted throughout the 

Better places to land
The 7oth Battalion uses 
asphalt and a special 
membrane to improve 
sites at An Khe.
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war. In Pleiku, for example, most of the rock outcrops 
were too hard for the crushers to handle. Attempts to set 

and time-consuming. 

-
-

-

As spring 1966 arrived

 
also increased.

-

-

-
-

-
-

let hole in his chest.

the storage tanks.

-

Late spring also highlighted other accomplishments of 

 

-

-
-

-

-
V

 
 

Laying the groundwork
Vietnamese crews assisting the 19th Battalion 
place crushed stone where asphalt will be laid 
at a heliport, and the 70th Battalion prepares 

an aircraft parking apron at An Khe.
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Before South Vietnam fell
President Richard Nixon, 

here with national 
security adviser Henry 
Kissinger in May 1972,  
told Americans he was 

bringing “peace with 
honor” in Vietnam.

44 V I E T N A M
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THE   WAR’S 
FINAL  ACT

A political insider gives his view on what went wrong
By Rufus Phillips

he United States in July 
1968 was a country in se-
vere turmoil. Parts of Wash-
ington remained in smoking 
ruins from the riots after Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s death on April 4. Robert 
Kennedy was dead, shot on June 6, while 

campaigning in the Democratic Party’s presidential pri-
maries. And the anti-war movement had become a domi-
nant force within the party. Vietnam was the critical issue 
on which the November presidential election would turn. 

The American people had never been given an ade-
quate explanation of why we were there, what was truly 

That’s because our leaders had never understood the war 
themselves. We were trapped in unrealistic hopes for ne-
gotiations with the North Vietnamese, while they were 
determined to wait us out, not giving an inch of legitimacy 
to the South Vietnamese cause. They demanded that 
South Vietnam be forced into a coalition with the Viet 
Cong, combined with complete American withdrawal. 
They would continue to expend manpower, maximizing 
American casualties and waiting for public opinion to turn 
completely against the war. This strategy had succeeded 
with the French; now it was America’s turn.

A Policy Paper for the New President
I did what I could to help Hubert Humphrey in his 1968 
presidential campaign. In a memo to him I concluded that 
he desperately needed to develop a winning strategy for 
Vietnam. There were real experts on Vietnam in various 

places in Washington who would be willing 
to help develop such a strategy without pub-

licity or expectation of future reward. 
I suggested the vice president take the initia-

tive in assembling such a group informally. I got the 
verbal go-ahead from Bill Connell, the vice president’s ad-
ministrative assistant. Originally drafted for Humphrey, 
our paper evolved into a policy statement that could be 

in late October as the presidential campaign wound down, 
with Democrat Humphrey surging at the end but too late 
to catch Republican candidate Richard Nixon.

Our paper, “A Political Strategy for Vietnam,” 23 pages 
with an appendix on recommended actions, covered the 
military and political situation in Vietnam, the mood of the 
American people, meaningful outcomes and alternative 
courses of action, a political strategy, and a conclusion.

A meaningful outcome was a “South Vietnam free from 
North Vietnamese attack, reasonably independent, rela-
tively stable, responsive to the needs of the South Viet-
namese people and increasingly able with allied help to 

to allow de-Americanization and a gradual reduction in 
visible U.S. presence which would serve as a catalyst in the 
Vietnamese nation-building process and assuage an un-
easy American public.” Major liabilities were the uninspir-
ing nature of South Vietnam’s leadership; the weakness of 
its political organizations; the Viet Cong’s determination 

Paris peace negotiations that had begun in the spring of 

T
Excerpted from Why Vietnam Matters: An 
Eyewitness Account of Lessons Not Learned 
by Rufus Phillips. Copyright 2008 by Rufus 
Phillips. Reprinted with the permission of 
Naval Institute Press. All rights reserved.

Rufus Phillips served with the Army, CIA and U.S. Agency for International Development 

provide security, economic development and social services in rural areas. He put his exper-

attempted to steer government policy toward actions that would achieve a “meaningful
outcome” in the war, but he had little success. In Why Vietnam Matters, Phillips draws on 

his experiences to catalog the reasons for the war’s tragic ending.
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1968; South Vietnamese shortcomings in con-
fronting the communist political and military 
challenge; and the fact that a classic military 
victory alone would not necessarily lead to 
long-term political stability.

Alternatives were continuing to rely 

war’s course and the Paris talks; stepping up 

unilaterally, regardless of what the other 
side did. Our recommended course was to 
pursue a political/military strategy designed 
to strengthen the South Vietnamese in their 
political confrontation with the Viet Cong 
while phasing down the visible U.S. presence.

Unlike in the past, proposed actions had 
to improve Vietnamese military and political 

accept and support.

October Surprise
In the middle of October, Humphrey was eight points 
down in the opinion polls. On Oct. 31, President Lyndon 
B. Johnson announced a halt to the bombing over most 
of North Vietnam and the resumption of stalled peace 
talks in Paris, to begin on Nov. 6, one day after the elec-
tion. There was an instant reaction in public opinion. By 
Nov. 2 the gap in the polls had closed: 40 percent for Hum-
phrey, 42 percent for Nixon.

For some time, the Americans and South Vietnamese 
had conducted a delicate dance regarding peace talks with 
the North. The South Vietnamese needed to be treated as 
equals by the North, which the North was not willing to do. 
South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu, like most 
his country’s leaders, feared that the peace talks would 
elevate the Viet Cong to equal status with the Saigon lead-
ership and force a coalition government. “Coalition” was a 
dirty word to most non-Communist Vietnamese, who re-
membered that Ho Chi Minh lured nationalist political 
groups and leaders into alliances and then betrayed them. 

Thieu wanted the next American president to be the 
man most likely to stand with South Vietnam in refusing 
to concede anything to the Communists. He believed his 

most reliable ally would be Nixon, not Humphrey. That 
was not understood in Washington, where Johnson 
thought Ellsworth Bunker, the U.S. ambassador to South 
Vietnam, had the situation under control.

By the time Johnson made his Oct. 31 announcement, 
he had not received an unequivocal indication of South 

-
nessed the matter, declaring that the South Vietnamese 
were “free to participate.” Thieu had said nothing to indi-
cate he would not join the talks, and Bunker had taken this 
for assent. But in a speech to the Vietnamese National As-
sembly on Vietnamese National Day, Nov. 1, Thieu de-

clared, “South Vietnam deeply 
regrets not being able to partici-
pate in the present exploratory 
talks.” He received 17 standing 

address. Bunker was completely 
surprised. South Vietnamese re-
action to the speech was over-
whelmingly favorable—they would not be dictated to by the 
Americans. Expectations that had lifted the Humphrey 
campaign received a dash of cold water, as The Washington 
Post headline stated, “S. Vietnam Spurns Nov. 6 Talks.” 

The Americans had no one on the inside to know what 
Thieu truly intended. The great disconnect between 

Nixon and Kissinger

1969, pursued a policy of “Vietnamization,” an acceler-
ated training of the Vietnamese armed forces to take over 

-
ican troops. Gen. Creighton Abrams, who had become the 
American commander in Vietnam in June 1968, pursued 

-

Strained relations
South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van 
Thieu, with President Lyndon B. Johnson 

by his side during a July 1968 speech in 
Hawaii, thought Nixon would be a 
stronger supporter of his country.

Democrats’ defeat 
Nixon’s victory over 
Hubert Humphrey, 
shown at a campaign 
stop in Boston in 
September 1968, 
changed U.S. policy.
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liam Westmoreland, his predecessor at Mil-
itary Assistance Command, Vietnam. 

Westmoreland’s war of attrition had back-
-

tection of the civilian population, better arms 

-

-
-

but combat losses continued at a rate unac-
ceptable to the American public, which 

invasion of Cambodia by American and South 

The emphasis on stability versus demo-
-

chantment. The South 
-

ment was perceived as 
corrupt and dictatorial, 
unworthy of the sacri-

-

-

was that it had never received serious consideration. 

the last chance for political reform and the establishment of a viable 

Thieu ran unopposed in a blatantly unfair process.

 

 

-
 

understood the terms of the accords, there was little to 

one for deception. 

-

-

-

-

-
struct a viable and attractive democratic 
political cause, which could have fueled a 
united will to resist and therefore have res-
onated with American opinion. 

Around the table
Negotiators representing the 
United States, South Vietnam, 
North Vietnam and the Viet 
Cong meet in Paris on Jan. 25, 
1969, to discuss terms for peace.

Going home
U.S. infantrymen 
leave Vietnam 
after Nixon 
announced the 
beginning of troop 
withdrawals in the 
summer of 1969.
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in Washington, had begun warning Thieu that American 
support could not be expected to continue more than an-

-

from institutional weakness, internal corruption and cro-

-

ernment under inspired 
leadership, something the 

feel was worth risking 
one’s life to defend—and 

Whether this critical fail-
-

-

The Tragic Aftermath
Before the peace agreement, Nixon had se-

that when the Watergate scandal led to Nixon’s 

-

-

More careful about their international image, 

-

-
-

-

the Americans, an estimated 300,000 to 400,000, were 
rounded up and marched to special indoctrination camps, 

-

-

 
-

Prize controversy
Kissinger and 
North Vietnam’s 
Le Duc Tho won 
the 1973 Nobel 
Peace Prize for 
negotiations that 
led to a peace 
agreement. Tho 
declined the prize.
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government civilians were denied jobs, and 
their children were denied entrance to high 
schools and universities. Even South Viet-
namese army cemeteries were uprooted. It 
was mass vengeance.

Then came the exodus of more than a mil-

China Sea toward the Philippines or across 
the Gulf of Thailand toward Thailand, Malay-
sia and Indonesia. Those escaping were not 
only former regime families or supporters 

The Communist takeover of South Viet-
nam, which was followed by Communist vic-
tories in Cambodia and Laos, also sounded 
the death knell for an estimated 1.8 million 
Cambodians and several hundred thousand 
Lao, including members of the Hmong tribe 
that had assisted U.S. forces—adding to the 
number of people executed or deliberately 
eliminated by maltreatment in camps, pris-
ons or the countryside. 

The South Vietnamese did not deserve 
that fate. The war’s ending also left Ameri-
cans with a moral dilemma we have yet fully 
to confront. After becoming so deeply in-

helping) the attempts of the South Vietnam-
ese to defend themselves, were we right to 
abandon them in 1975, without at least pro-
viding as much help as we had in 1972 when 
they had repelled the previous North Viet-
namese invasion? 

Why We Failed in Vietnam
In an interview before his 
death, Gen. Maxwell Taylor, 
the U.S. ambassador to Viet-
nam, July 1964-July 1965, 
concluded we failed in Viet-
nam because “we didn’t 
know ourselves,” He said, 
“We thought we were going 
into another Korean War, but 

Secondly, we didn’t know our 
South Vietnamese allies. We 
never understood them, and 
that was another surprise. 
And we knew even less about 
North Vietnam.” 

Former Defense Secretary 
Robert McNamara, in his 
book In Retrospect: The Trag-
edy and Lessons of Vietnam, 
said U.S. decision-makers 
were “setting policy for a re-
gion which was terra incog-
nita.” But then he excuses the 

mistakes, arguing that “our government lacked experts for us to consult 
to compensate for our ignorance.” He recognizes Air Force Col. Edward 

-
cause he “was relatively junior and lacked broad geopolitical expertise.” 
McNamara simply rejected advice that did not conform to his precon-
ceptions. No set of “experts” could have overcome that obstacle.

We failed to understand the “X-factor”—the political and psycholog-
ical nature of the struggle for the “hearts and minds,” the feelings of 
the Vietnamese people. We failed to communicate with or understand 
the Vietnamese on a human level, often confusing increased numbers 

power of Vietnamese nationalism, and we failed to comprehend the 
-

ple until only the Politburo was left. We failed to comprehend the inti-
mate connection between our actions in Vietnam and political support 
at home. Above all, we failed to understand that the South Vietnamese 
could never stand on their own unless they were able to develop a 
political cause as compelling as that of the Communists. 

Absolutely fatal was the failure to explain openly and honestly to 
the American people what we were trying to achieve. Our lack of un-
derstanding and miscalculations at the top led us to justify a massive 
commitment of American troops as the best way to achieve a quick 
military victory. When victory failed to materialize and stalemate 
seemed to set in, public support was lost. The image of American boys 

Whether the South Vietnamese could have hung on after our with-
drawal with all-out logistical and air, as well as advisory, support from 
us is an open question. That would have given them a better chance to 
survive in the short run, but in the long run they still needed to accom-
plish the democratic reforms necessary to unify their society and to 
develop a political cause capable of challenging the Communists. V

The end
North Vietnamese T-54 tanks are parked 
outside the South Vietnamese president’s 
palace in Saigon on April 30, 1975.
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An explosion in ammunition
The most notable artillery innovations 
in Vietnam were in the shells. One 
example, introduced in 1961 in 105 mm 
form, is “improved conventional 
ammunition,” or ICM, rounds that are 
fired and then burst into smaller 
munitions, called “anti-personnel 
grenades,” showered on top of enemy 
troops. Other 105 mm shells, called 
“anti-personnel tracers,” or APERS-T, 
could shoot out 8,000 flechettes 
(French for dart or arrow). First used 
in 1966, they are also known as 
“beehive rounds.” From 1967 to ’71, 
some 105 mm artillery units fired 
“rocket assisted projectiles,” or RAP, 
which had the added thrust of a rocket 
motor, but the gain in range sacrificed 
firepower and accuracy. Other ammo 
consisted of 8-inch (203 mm) high-
explosive shells, shown here near an 
M110 self-propelled howitzer. Most 105 
mm and 155 mm howitzers fired a 
variety of other shells, such as 
illumination, CS (tear gas) and smoke, 
including white phosphorus.

50 V I E T N A M



Big Shots
Field artillery becomes more sophisticated—and deadly

by Jon Guttman and David T. Zabecki
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he earliest known depiction of artillery is 

in Europe in the Battle of Crécy in 1346. 

from World War II. The Americans developed new ver-

innovations were in ammunition. When the enemy 
-

The North Vietnamese Army also made formidable 

-

T



KILLER TECH

The workhorses
Aside from the mortars 
that grunts hauled, 
howitzers were the 
most ubiquitous 
artillery backups in 
Vietnam. If weapons 
couldn’t be towed by 
truck to firebases, they 
were airlifted, like the 
155 mm M114 howitzer 
shown at right being 
delivered by a Sikorski 
CH-54 Tarhe helicopter 
during a U.S. Marine 
and South Vietnamese 
operation around Khe 
Sanh on Jan. 4, 1969. 
Also prominent was the 
World War II-vintage 
105 mm M101A1 
howitzer, at right in 
foreground. A 
replacement, the 105 
mm M102 (whose 
superiority over the 
M101A1 is still debated), 
is shown below in use 
by a battery in the 2nd 
Battalion, 19th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 1st 
Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile), during 
Operation Crazy Horse 
in the Vinh Thanh 
Valley on May 25, 1966. 
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Motorized mayhem
In addition to 
sending in towed 
guns, U.S. forces 
often dispatched self-
propelled artillery to 
firebases. The M107, 
a 28.3-ton diesel-
powered tracked 
chassis with a 175 
mm gun, shown at 
left, was introduced 
in 1962. It was 
followed the next 
year by the M110, 
with an 8-inch 
howitzer. Also 
arriving in 1963 were 
two diesel-engine 
self-propelled guns 
with space for an 
enclosed crew. One of 
those vehicles, the 105 
mm M108, was soon 
withdrawn as 
inadequate, but the 
M109—shown below 
using its 155 mm gun 
to support an 
Australian task force 
at Nui Dat, Phuoc 
Tuy province, in 
January 1967—is still 
in service after many 
upgrades, the latest 
being the M109A7.
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Unfriendly fire
Ironically, in their 
fight against French 
rule, the Viet Minh 
(independence 
fighters) used 
American-made 
artillery, like the 105 
mm M2A1 howitzer, 
below at Dien Bien 
Phu, obtained from 
China or captured 
from the French. 
After U.S. Marines 
arrived in northern 
South Vietnam in 
1965, the North 
Vietnamese attacked 
with Soviet M-46 130 
mm guns. Developed 
from a naval gun, the 
M-46, at right, 
bedeviled firebases 
with a 27-kilometer 
(17-mile) range, 
beyond most U.S. 
artillery. It saw heavy 
use at Khe Sanh in 
1968 and during 
invasions of the South 
in 1972 and 1975.
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I wish to reserve ___ of the “Tet 50th Anniversary Tribute  
Pistol”, a working Colt .45 pistol, at the current issue price of $1,995.*  
My deposit of $195 per pistol is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance  
at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges.  
Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty day return privilege.

Check enclosed for $___________ .

Charge payment of $ ___________ to:

 VISA    MasterCard    AMEX    Discover

No. _________________________________  Exp. ___________

Display Case: I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined,  
custom-made display case with locking glass lid. My payment  
of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card.

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Daytime Telephone No. ( ________ ) ________________________________

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive    Ashland, Virginia 23005

www.americaremembers.com
To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

*All orders are subject to acceptance and  
credit verification prior to shipment.  
Shipping and handling will be added  

to each order. Virginia residents  
please add sales tax. 

©AHL, Inc.

AMERICA REMEMBERS PRESENTS

The artwork on the Tribute features battles 
scenes from urban settings, like Saigon and 
Hue. You’ll also see an image of the flag 
raising over the Thuong Tu Gate at the  
Citadel in Hue. When Hue was overrun 
by the Communist forces, they quickly 
replaced the South Vietnamese flag which 
flew at the Citadel with a huge Viet Cong 
banner. This banner could be seen  
throughout the city and was a daily  
reminder of the overthrow and occupation 
of this treasured Vietnamese city by the 
Viet Cong and the NVA. This scene shows 
a South Vietnam banner once again flying 
over the citadel after the city was reclaimed 
on February 24, 1968.

I
t was January, 1968.  Over Christmas, Bob Hope, Raquel Welch and  
other entertainers were in Vietnam performing for the Christmas  
holiday — and a group of lucky troops were able to see the show live. 

Back at home, Americans were able to see highlights of the shows on tele-
vision in January, ever mindful of all those who were serving in Vietnam. 

With the start of the New Year, American troops were preparing for 
another year in Vietnam. Many longed to return home, and they counted 
down the days before their expected date to return home. The days were 
long and tedious and filled with uncertainty and danger. 

In this faraway country, a major Vietnamese holiday was also approaching: 
Tet, the Vietnamese New Year. The Tet holiday was the most celebrated 
time in Vietnam, and a time when the fighting in Vietnam usually ceased 
for a short period. Many South Vietnamese soldiers were granted leave and 
joined family and friends for this special celebration. 

 Meanwhile, the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong had been planning for 
months a surprise attack on South Vietnam. The Communist forces would 
unleash a wave of attacks on South Vietnam while the South Vietnamese 
were celebrating their lunar New Year. With little warning, shortly after 
midnight, the sounds of combat exploded in Saigon and other locations. 

The assault had started. The Tet Offensive was well-organized and conducted 
countrywide, eventually including more than 100 towns and cities. The 
Tet Offensive was by far the largest military operation conducted up to 
that point in the war, and it proved to be a pivotal turning point in the war.

Honoring All Those Who Served
The 50th Anniversary of the Tet Offensive

In honor of the upcoming 50th anniversary of the Tet Offensive, and in 
salute to all who served during the Vietnam War, America Remembers 
proudly announces the Tet 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistol. For this 
historic Tribute, we selected a working Colt® Government Model® pistol 
in caliber .45 ACP, a classic military firearm, and a trusted sidearm 
during the Vietnam War. Only 1,000 Tributes will be issued in this  
exclusive edition. The artwork on the Tribute features banners and artwork 
highlighting important battles and scenes from the Tet Offensive. Craftsmen 
commissioned specifically for this project by America Remembers  
decorate each pistol in sparkling 24-karat gold and gleaming nickel, with 
blackened patinaed highlights to accentuate the details of the artwork.

On the slide, you’ll find six important battles of the Tet Offensive – Hue, 
Khe Sanh, Saigon, Da Nang, Quang Tri and Bien Hoa. Saigon was the 
capital of South Vietnam and the surprise attacks on Saigon during the first 
night included an attempt to overrun the US Embassy and to capture the 
National Radio Station.

 A Marine Corps Combat Base was located at Khe Sanh. The NVA had 
built up significant forces around Khe Sanh, far outnumbering Americans 
and South Vietnamese forces. During Tet, the NVA subjected the base 

to day and night bombardment, and cut off the 
overland supply route to the base. The base would 
remain under siege for more than two months. 

Hue was a cultural center in South Vietnam. The 
fighting in Hue was intense, and lasted for four weeks. 
The Marines and South Vietnamese forces had to fight 
building to building, street by street, to reclaim the city. 
Much of the city was destroyed and losses on both sides 
were high. 

Quang Tri City was in the north of Vietnam and an  
important government headquarters. It was an important 
target for the NVA. Bien Hoa and Da Nang were home to 
major military air bases for the United States. They were 
both attacked at the start of the Tet Offensive, but attacks were 
turned back by the allied forces.

EXCLUSIVE 50th ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE
Order today and we will arrange delivery of your working  

Tribute through the licensed firearms dealer of your choice.  
You will receive your Tribute with our 30-day guarantee of  
satisfaction. If you are not completely satisfied, return your Tribute 
to us in original, unfired condition for a complete refund.

Our nation’s involvement in Vietnam spanned three decades. 
It’s estimated that more than 2,500,000 Americans served in  
Vietnam. More than 58,000 lost their lives and another 350,000 
were wounded. When the Tet attack started, America had over 
400,000 soldiers and Marine servicemen in Vietnam. 

 This historic 50th anniversary Tribute honors the generation who 
served during the Vietnam War. They didn’t hesitate to put their 
lives on the line and sacrifice when our country called. All of them 
deserve our gratitude. If you’re a veteran who served, or you want 
to honor a family member or friend who served, this handsome 
Tribute pistol will be a lasting tribute to all who honorably served 
in Vietnam. Order yours today to secure your place in this edition 
honoring all those who proudly served in Vietnam. 

The artwork on the right side includes an M48 tank. The M48 “Patton tanks” helped provide cover and firepower in the urban setting,  
as our troops reclaimed the cities, street by street. Both sides of the slide also feature a banner that reads Tet Offensive January 1968, 
commemorating this pivotal period in the war. On both sides of the slide, you’ll find crisscrossed M16 and M14 weapons used during  
the Tet Offensive, with the date 1968 and Tet Offensive and Lest We Forget at the bottom. 

Display Case Available
An optional custom-built, wooden display  

case is available for purchase.
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SGoing into battle
Marines at Landing Zone 
Stud in April 1968 are ready 
to advance on enemy forces 
besieging the U.S. base at 
Khe Sanh, one of the war’s 
most brutal battles.

THE   EVERYDAY 
COURAGE   OF 
GRUNTS   IN   VIETNAM

Brutal Battles  
of Vietnam
Edited by  
Richard K. Kolb,  
Veterans of  
Foreign Wars, 2017

56 V I E T N A M

Part photographic history, part battle 
anthology, Brutal Battles of Vietnam 
emerged from VFW magazine’s award- 
winning Vietnam series. The result is a 
visually spectacular, year-by-year account 
of the bloodiest battles waged by American 
forces in Vietnam.

In this book, skillfully edited by Rich-
ard K. Kolb, “brutal battles” are clearly, if 

-
can casualties. “For battles fought from 
1965 through 1968,” explains Kolb, “that 
number was generally 30. Starting in 
1969 and running through 1972, it was 
roughly 20.” Numerous exceptions were 
made, however, to include the historically 

major U.S. ground unit is represented.
While the accounts detailing the most 

highly publicized battles of the war—Ia 
Drang, Dak To, Khe Sanh, Hue, Ripcord—
will resonate with many readers, Brutal 
Battles of Vietnam, to its credit, also re-
counts dozens of equally deserving, yet 

The shockingly violent Battle of Suoi 
Tre in March 1967, for example, nearly 
ended in disaster for elements of the  
3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, when 

stormed Firebase Gold north of Saigon. 
Fortunately for the Americans, the 
enemy assault was eventually crushed by 

point-blank range and the timely arrival 
of armored reinforcements. Later, 
American troops searching in and around 
the base counted more than 600 enemy 
bodies, quite conceivably the highest 
single-day total of the war.

The four- to six-page battle vignettes, 
dedicated primarily to the boots-on-the-
ground “trigger pullers,” demonstrate 

of the average grunt in Vietnam. Side-
-

ollections memorialize the men who 
fought, and quite often died, in vicious 
close-quarters combat. 

career soldier from Spokane, Washing-



Do you get discouraged when 
you hear your telephone ring? 
Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation – once an important 
part of everyday life – has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said 
to them on the phone, they’re 
often cut off from friends, family, 
doctors and caregivers. Now, 
thanks to innovative technology 
there is finally a better way.

A simple idea… made 
possible with sophisticated 
technology. If you have trouble 
understanding a call, captioned 
telephone can change your life. 
During a phone call the words 
spoken to you appear on the 
phone’s screen – similar to closed 
captioning on TV. So when you 
make or receive a call, the 
words spoken to you are 
not only amplified by the 
phone, but scroll across 
the phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 
that’s said to you. Each 
call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 
technology – aided by a live 
representative – generates 
voice-to-text translations. 
The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. Your 
conversation is private and 
the captioning service doesn’t 
cost you a penny. Internet 
Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service (IP CTS) is regulated 
and funded by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) and is designed exclusively 
for individuals with hearing loss. 
To learn more, visit www.fcc.gov. 
The Hamilton CapTel phone 
requires telephone service and 

high-speed Internet access. 
WiFi Capable. Callers do not need 
special equipment or a captioned 
telephone in order 
to speak with you.

Finally… a phone you 
can use again. The 
Hamilton CapTel 
phone is also 
packed with 
features to 
help make 
phone calls 
easier. The 
keypad has 
large, easy 
to use buttons. 
You get adjustable 
volume amplification 
along with the ability to save 
captions for review later. It even 
has an answering machine that 
provides you with the captions of 
each message. 

See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial.  Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes with a 
5-year warranty.

The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss.  In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone.  Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications.  CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc.

Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions.

New amplified phone lets you 
hear AND see the conversation.
The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 
to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss.
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“For years I avoided phone 
calls because I couldn’t 
understand the caller… 

now I don’t miss a thing!”

Captioned
Telephone

Call now for our special 
introductory price!

Call now Toll-Free 

1-888-697-6516 
Please mention promotion code 108065.

No 
Contract 
No 

M
onthly Fee

SEE what 
you’ve been 

missing!



Hell No: The 
Forgotten Power  
of the Vietnam  
Peace Movement 
By Tom Hayden
In this book, pub-
lished after the au-
thor’s death in 2016, 
Tom Hayden de-
fends the largest—
and most divisive—
peace movement in 
American history, 
arguing for recogni-
tion of the patrio-
tism of the millions 
of citizens who pro-
tested the Vietnam 
War.

First In, Last Out  
By John D. Howard
John D. Howard, an 
airborne soldier in 
Vietnam, has a 
unique perspective 
on the war as one of 

one of the last to 
leave when the 

Viet Cong up close as 
his units tried to 
“out guerrilla the  
guerrilla.” 

LI
B

R
A

R
Y

 O
F 

C
O

N
G

R
E

S
S

V I E T N A M

ton, embodies the unsung heroes whose stories 
are told in Brutal Battles of Vietnam

-
tion to prevent the North Vietnamese from 
overrunning his hopelessly outnumbered  

was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor.
The human cost of that battle, as well as the 

toll in the more than 100 other actions covered 
in the book, is thoroughly documented with sta-
tistics that examine the characteristics of 

draftees, according to contributor Susan Katz 
Keating, and most died of gunshot wounds. 

Kolb ensured that the exploits of the Navy 
and Air Force in Southeast Asia were also duly 
recognized and honored. 

Few are likely to forget the remarkable story 
of Lt. Clyde Lassen, the only Navy helicopter 

pilot to receive the Medal of Honor. Landing in 

Seasprite helicopter, Lassen daringly rescued 
two stranded crewmen from a downed F-4 

The book also includes the combat experi-
ences of the Air Force’s16th Special Operations 

patrol the infamous Ho Chi Minh Trail, de-
stroying or damaging an estimated 10,000 
enemy trucks a year.

Neil Sheehan, in his Pulitzer Prize-winning 
book A Bright Shining Lie, ruefully observed 
that the Vietnam War was a “war without he-
roes.” Brutal Battles reminds us that the 

bit as heroic as his more celebrated forebears. 
—Warren Wilkins

Brothers in Nam
Tom, left, and 
Chuck Hagel 
were in the same 
mechanized 
infantry unit.

Our Year of War: Two Brothers, 
Vietnam, and a Nation Divided

Soldier-scholar Dan Bolger, a retired,  

(Afghanistan, Iraq) who earned a doctorate 
-

cago and taught history at West 
Point, has crafted a multilayered, 
nuanced, extensively researched 
and wonderfully written account of 

Vietnam and on the American home-
front during the pivotal year for the 

On the surface, Our Year of War 
relates the story of two brothers 
from the country’s Nebraska heart-
land—Charles “Chuck” Hagel, a fu-

defense, and the younger Tom Hagel—who went 
to war, ended up in the Mekong Delta as mem-

Infantry Regiment, and survived their yearlong 

during the North Vietnamese Tet and “Mini-Tet” 

(two for Chuck, three for Tom) and a valor 
medal (for Tom). 

But Bolger’s superbly imagined and expertly 
presented narrative is much more than simply 
the story of two brothers who went to war. It is 
also a scathing critique of President Lyndon B. 

Johnson’s administration, which 
failed to comprehend what was 
taking place in Vietnam, and a 
damning indictment of Military 

Assistance Command, Vietnam, for its intellec-

rather, the lack of a coherent strategy) that 
substituted “body counts” for reasoned, valid 
strategic goals. Additionally, Bolger provides an 
insightful examination of the unprecedented 
domestic political-social upheavals confronting 

This reviewer might quibble with some of 

minor things to detract from the best book in 
many years on the Vietnam War. This is a must-
read book.
—Jerry D. Morelock



We’ve all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches – it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true – the finest of lift chairs – but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 

comfort and relaxation not found in other 
chairs. It can’t be beat for comfortable, 
long-term sitting, TV viewing, relaxed 
reclining and – yes! – peaceful sleep. 
Our chair’s recline technology allows 
you to pause the chair in an infinite 

number of positions, including the 
Trendelenburg position and the 

zero gravity position where your 
body experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You’ll love the other benefits, 

too: It helps with correct 
spinal alignment, promotes back 

pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent 
back and muscle pain. 

And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort.  Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa – just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors – Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-888-566-1486
Please mention code 108064 when ordering.

© 2018 fi rst STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”  

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

Easy-to-use remote for 
massage, heat, recline and lift

Sit up, lie down — 
and anywhere 

in between!

This lift chair puts you 
safely on your feet! 

DuraLux II Microfi ber

Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 
Tan Chocolate Burgundy Black Blue

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo
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Thirty-one original, gut-wrenching 
songs written and sung by 
John Black from the heart.

2 Tour Vietnam Vet 1967, 1971-72

FEATURING

JOHN BLACK

MEET ME IN 
VIETNAM

Visit John Black’s website at
www.meetmeinvietnam.net

Two-CD set available at www.cdbaby.com or  
Order directly from John Black at 206-353-0979

1-703-590-1295 
WWW.MILTOURS.COM 

MHTOURS@MILTOURS.COM 

 

VIETNAM WAR 50TH 
ANNIVERSARIES – 

GO WITH THE  
FIRST & THE BEST!     

 Allow MHT to be your  
Vietnam Combat Tour 
guide & get you back in-
country as it is time. MHT 

will get you to your Base, 
FSB, Ville, OP, LZ, AO or 
Foxhole. Go with the  
originator of the VN  
return, often copied but 
never duplicated! MHT 
has been Disabled  
Vietnam Veteran Owned 
&  Operated  since  1987! 

Vietnam War US & Allied 
Combat Equipments 
by Gordon L. Rottman, Osprey 
Publishing, 2017

Weaponry may be 
the “glamour” equip-
ment in war, but the 
m o s t  i mp o r t a n t 
equipment for infan-
try soldiers is the 
personal gear needed 
for several days or 
more in the bush. A 
rule of thumb states 
that the average grunt should carry no 
more than a third of his weight in am-
munition, water, rations and other ne-
cessities on “individual load carrying 
equipment,” or ILCE, which should be 
able to hold everything with a minimum 

After the Korean War the U.S. Army 
introduced the M1956 ILCE, a web belt-
and-suspender system with places for 
individual items to be attached. It was 

equipment since 1910 haversacks. The 
new system was put to its most serious 
test in Vietnam, where it was soon sup-
plemented with a variety of other gear 
adapted to a range of purposes, mis-
sions and even wearers. 

Former Special Forces member Gor-
don L. Rottman sorts out these varia-
tions in Vietnam War US and Allied 
Combat Equipments. No. 216 in Os-
prey’s “Elite” series, with photographs 
and color illustrations by Adam Hook. 

 The book includes the web gear used 
by Australian and New Zealand troops, 
as well as by the South Koreans and 
South Vietnamese. While the average 
American could carry about 50 pounds 
of kit, the shorter, lighter-weight soldier 
in the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
could handle only 35 pounds. Attempts 
to accommodate that physical limita-
tion without denying the ARVN troops 
the essentials they needed are ad-
dressed in Rottman’s book. 

The author also notes the realities of 

to certain individuals and even entire 
units discarding “the book” (FM 21-15, 
Individual Clothing and Equipment) 
and creating custom-made variations 
more appropriate to their particular 
environment, situation and mission.
—Jon Guttman



 
Army In  Vie tnam

Air  Force  In  Vie tnam

Hard To Find Videos

Navy In Vietnam 

Questions? Call Us Because All Sales Are Final

First DVD $29.95
 Additional DVDs In The Same Order Are  $19.95 ea.
FREE SHIPPING USA          $15 International

Call 1-760-765-1283 With Credit Card

 or Send Check/MO To:
Traditions Military Videos Dept V
PO Box 656     Julian CA 92036

 

 

  

SCENES FROM INCOUNTRY BASES 

Newer Releases

 

 Marines In Vietnam

The Vietnam War As Filmed By The Unseen Warriors 
See and hear the stories and images of the soldiers who fought in Vietnam recorded by the Army Combat Cameramen who witnessed them! This 4-hour, 2-DVD documentary 

there. Cameramen were there at the battle of the Y Bridge during TET in Saigon; and they were there with the artillerymen of the 101st Airborne in the Ashau Valley at Fire Sup-

on the home page. You’ll see scenes from Little Tet at Long Binh in 1969 to the Ia Drang Valley in 1965; from the Laos Invasion in 1971 to the 173rd Airborne and 4th Infantry 
Division at Dak To. Many of these stories have never been told, and you won’t see them on TV!

VIDEOS For Those Who Served

Get These DVDs Before We Close Down
After 25+ Years, We’re Retiring

These DVDs Will No Longer Be Available
Thank You For Your Service To Our Country

or go online www.MilitaryVideo.com



For information on placing a Direct Response or Marketplace ad in Print and Online contact us today:  
Vietnam 800.649.9800 / Fax: 800.649.6712 / viet@russelljohns.com / www.russelljohns.com

BOOK YOUR

TOUR TODAY!

TOGETHER THEN.
TOGETHER AGAIN.

1-877-231-9277 (Toll Free)  www.VietnamBattlefieldTours.com

Return to the places you served.
We can take you there.
Join us for 50th Anniversaries

2017
2018
2019
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HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

Dave@hmchonors.com
www.hmchonors.com

P.O. Box 547VN, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

• FREE COLOR CATALOG
• 2500+ Military Designs
• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines

• Call now! Toll-free!
1-888-223-1159

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome.

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 
Designed Especially for Seniors!

Call now toll free for the lowest price ever.

1-888-581-3775
 Please mention promotional code 108066.

Easy to read. Easy to see. 
Easy to use. Just plug it in! 
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Your 50th 
Anniversary

Tours

PO Box 340 • Flourtown PA 19031
Ph. 215-248-2572 • Email: MilSpectours@aol.com

Webpage • www.gomilspec.com

Our second decade of exceptional tours!
Vietnam Veteran Owned and Operated

Much has changed over the past half-century.

Are you ready to go back and see for yourself?

Return with us to historic battlefields, villages

and famous cities where you spent part of your

youth. Bring your family, your friends and

buddies. Consider a reunion in Vietnam! We

have a variety of tour programs to suit your in-

terests. Check them out on our website today!

WWII TOURS IN EUROPE FOR
LEGACY GROUPS & FAMILIES

Independent Traveler Programs
Highlands; Vung Tau to Tay Ninh; 
I  Corps; The Mekong Delta; 
11th Armored Cav Tour; 
Gourmet Vietnam Tour; and

Panorama of Vietnam: The Best 
All-Country Tour

Your places & your dates for
individuals, families, buddies or groups

Vietnam History 
and Culture Tours

Sign up for our free monthly E-NEWSLETTER at 
historynet.com/newsletters



SPECIAL EVENTS
7 / 1 3 T H  A R T I L L E R Y 
(VIETNAM) REUNION ALL 
RED DRAGON BATTERIES. 
Wil l iamsburg,  Virginia. 
9/23/18 - 9/27/18. Call 
Robert Adams: (859) 806-
5199 or Jon Taylor: (603) 
677-6570.

CLASSIFIEDS

Rare Wartime Photos From the National Archives

GOOD MORNING!
How Robin Williams’

war comedy was made

Marine Grit
Jarheads Rout Invaders 

at Da Nang Firebase

The Nam Generation
Vets endure an ungrateful homefront

From Hue to Washington
Peter Pace on his rise to top Pentagon brass

ABRAMS
See page 30
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- The Black Panthers
- Youth International Party
- The Irish Republican Army
- The Weather Underground

WHICH GROUP 
DETONATED A 
BOMB IN THE  
U.S. CAPITOL 
BUILDING ON 
MARCH 1, 1971?

HistoryNet.com
ANSWER: THE WEATHER UNDERGROUND. OFTEN CALLED 
THE WEATHERMEN, IN 1969 THE GROUP DECIDED TO 
“ENGAGE IN GUERILLA WARFARE AGAINST THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT” AND STARTED A BOMBING CAMPAIGN.  
BY 1976 THE ORGANIZATION HAD ALL BUT DISSOLVED.

For more, search DAILY QUIZ 
at HistoryNet.com.
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JIMMIE
HOWARD
Marine led the Corps’  
most decorated platoon
By Doug Sterner   

When 36-year-old Jimmie Earl Howard arrived in 
Vietnam in April 1966, he was the perfect recruiting- 
poster Marine. The stocky native of Burlington, Iowa, 
enlisted in 1950 after a year at the University of Iowa. 
Two years later he was a corporal in Korea, where he 
earned two Purple Hearts and a Silver Star.

other Marines and two Navy hospital corpsmen from  
C Company, 1st Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine 
Division, were helicoptered to Nui Vu Hill inside 
enemy-controlled Hiep Duc Valley in northern South 
Vietnam. The 1,500-foot observation point was Hill 
488 on military maps, but two days later would be 

defense of the hill by Howard and his men made them 
the most decorated platoon in Marine Corps history.

At 7 p.m. on June 15, an Army Special Forces team 
reported that a 300-man North Vietnamese Army 
battalion was moving toward Hill 488. With darkness 

falling there was no time to pull the platoon out. Two 
hours later the Americans shot a Viet Cong scout only 

that wounded one Marine. Howard pulled his men into 
a tight circle 20 yards in diameter.

After a brief lull the NVA returned in human waves 

machine guns. Howard moved among his young Ma-

defender was wounded. Four were killed, two in hand-to-
hand combat, before the enemy fell back temporarily. 
Howard radioed Lt. Col. Arthur J. Sullivan at nearby 

From the valley below the enemy shouted, 

men taunted the enemy with horselaughs. 
Later Howard recalled, “They were shooting at 
us and when we started laughing they stopped. 

must have known we were terribly outnumbered, 

small probes and full-scale assaults. Howard was 

move his legs, but continued to drag himself 
around the perimeter, again encouraging 
his men and distributing ammunition. 

When the grenade supply was gone, he 
issued one of the most unusual commands 

sound of falling rocks for grenades and instinctively 
jumped away, exposing themselves to single-shot kills.

At 3 a.m. the radio went dead, and commanders in 

But at 6 a.m. Howard sounded reveille as if all was 
normal. Stunned by the sheer audacity of it, demoral-
ized NVA troops began to fall back.

At dawn helicopters began arriving. By then the 
survivors had only eight rounds of ammunition—total. 

base of the hill to Howard and secure the top. Only three 

without assistance. Six of the 18 were killed. 
Three Marines and one corpsman were awarded 

Navy Crosses, and 13 defenders received Silver Stars. 
Little more than a year later Howard, recovered from 
his wounds, received the Medal of Honor in a White 
House ceremony attended by the other 11 survivors.

Howard retired from the Marines in 1977. He died 
on Nov. 12, 1993, and was buried at Fort Rosecrans 
National Cemetery in San Diego. V

Doug Sterner, an Army veteran who served two tours in 
Vietnam, is curator of the Military Times Hall of Valor, 
the largest database of U.S. military valor awards. U
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Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, 
Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary.© 2016 GEICO

geico.com  |  1-800-MILITARY  |  local office

GEICO salutes our Military members. We’ve made it our mission 
to not only provide you and your family with great coverage, 

but also to offer flexible payment options, numerous discounts, 
and overseas coverage to suit the demands of your unique lifestyle.

We stand ready to serve you. Get a free quote today.

Proudly Serving the 
Military since 1936.


