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All the features of the DXL603 but 

with an automatic built-in thread 

cutter and advanced feeding 

system for precise stitching. 

With built in stitches for quilting and 

heirloom as well as general sewing this 

is an excellent all round machine. Stitch 

selection and settings are so easy on 

the large information LCD screen. 

For further information:
Telephone 0161 666 6011 or visit our website

The World’s leading sewing machine manufacturer
www.janome.co.uk

2XU�À�UVW�PRGHO�ZLWK�DOSKDEHW�	�

memory facilities. It has direct stitch 

selection for the most useful stitches 

and a handy panel for quick selection.

Go ahead  … get creative! 

You’ll just love to quilt, sew, make home furnishings and 

express your creativity with these fabulous machines. 

Packed with lots of computerised features these are easy 

to use machines suitable for big multi-layered projects or 

simple delicate sewing and offer effortless power and 

precision. With a fabulous range of stitch options including 

7 styles of automatic one-step buttonholes, these are high 

specifi cation world voltage models at affordable prices.

DXL603

QXL605 
TXL607 
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clay cacti

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE
24 Subscribe UK

Subscribe today and get a cute  

storage set for your craft room

76 Subscribe overseas 

International subscribers save up to 40%

This issue’s ‘I just wanna make pretty 

things’ brush script project on page 16 sums 

up our mood this month – we want to add 

spring sunshine to everything we make, 

starting with the felt flowers on the cover. 

Get creative and style them into a wreath or 

garland – you can find out how on page 18. 

If you fancy trying something totally 

di�erent, have a go at our teeny tiny clay 

cacti project on page 91 (they’re really not 

helping my succulent obsession). 

For some creative inspiration, settle down 

to our interview with Tatty Devine founders 

Harriet Vine and Rosie Wolfenden on page 

26. I was swept up by their enthusiasm and 

passion for what they do, and I know you will 

be too. Enjoy the issue, and share what you’re 

making online using #molliemakers.

62
Crochet  

lamp cord
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Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited (company number 05715415) is registered in England 
and Wales. The registered of�ce of Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited is at Vineyard House, 
44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT. All information contained in this magazine is for information only 
and is, as far as we are aware, correct at the time of going to press. Immediate Media Company 
Bristol Limited cannot accept any responsibility for errors or inaccuracies in such information. 
Readers are advised to contact manufacturers and retailers directly with regard to the price of 
products/services referred to in this magazine. If you submit unsolicited material to us, you 
automatically grant Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited a licence to publish your submission 
in whole or in part in all editions of the magazine, including licensed editions worldwide and in any 
physical or digital format throughout the world. Any 
material you submit is sent at your risk. Although every 
care is taken, neither Immediate Media Company 
Bristol Limited nor its employees agents or 
subcontractors shall be liable for loss or damage.

COPYRIGHT GUIDELINES FOR PROJECTS 
We have requested specific permission from designers so 
that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this 

issue on the following conditions. Just look for this icon. Please credit the 
designer where appropriate and when it has been requested.  
Mollie Makes encourages creativity and as well as making for gifts and 
for yourself, we want to help you make small batches of beautiful, 
handmade items to sell. You can individually hand-make as many as you 
wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or 
to raise money for charity. You cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) 
and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot 
manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine.  
Selling photocopies of any part of this magazine, its kits or supplements 
is prohibited. Please respect one another’s copyright. 
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Afsaneh Tajvidi
When she’s not busy with her day job as 

an illustrator and designer, Toronto-based 

Afsaneh is addicted to making colourful clay 

miniatures. Her many creations include tiny 

painted snails, acorns and kokeshi dolls.

Sculpt Afsaneh’s mini clay cacti on page 91. 

www.joojoo.me

Delia Randall
Delia is a mama, maker and blogger. When 

she isn’t building forts or pretending to lunch 

on playdough cookies, she’s in her office 

cooking up a crafty concoction. Her happy 

place is a new project and a stash of chocolate.

Felt Delia’s gorgeous faux blooms on page 18.

www.deliacreates.com

Tamar Schechner
Jewellery and accessories designer Tamar 

comes from a family of artists and has a 

passion for colour. She loves to travel, visit 

museums and wander around markets. 

When�home, she’ll be cooking up a storm.

Take a look around Tamar’s home on page 48.

www.nestprettythings.com

Sophie Gibbons
Illustrator Sophie’s life goal is to cover 

everything in pastel patterns. She’s a sucker 

for anything with constellations or foxes 

on,�owns 20 different striped tops and 

spends�far too much time on Instagram.

Cut and stick Sophie’s papers on page 67.

www.junkandglitter.bigcartel.com

Helen Martin
Writer and editor Helen lives with her family 

in Bristol, where they’re renovating a Victorian 

terraced house. Helen has a life-long love of 

telling stories, learning and creating, which led 

her to launch her own magazine, Lionheart.

Read Helen’s report on networking on page 38.

www.lionheart-mag.com

Tatty Devine
Harriet Vine and Rosie Wolfenden met at 

art school 20 years ago before founding cult 

jeweller Tatty Devine. When not devising new 

creations, Harriet hits festivals in her camper 

while Rosie treasure hunts in junk shops.   

Learn the pair’s creative secrets on page 26.

www.tattydevine.com
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Sew these vintage-style floral fabrics into whatever  

you wish – we’ve included a few ideas to start you off

your bonus gift!

FABRIC BUNDLE & BOOK

Cute hair bowPOTHOLDER ZIP POUCHQUICK COASTERS 



Est. 2000 | Devon

Soap Making Supplies
Colours & Pigments
Natural Salts & Powders
Candle Making Supplies
Fragrance & Essential OilsDried Botanicals
Cosmetic Bases
Moulds

Tel: 01237 420 872

www.thesoapkitchen.co.uk

sales@thesoapkitchen.co.uk

Est. 2000 | Devon

Soap Making Supplies
Colours & Pigments
Natural Salts & Powders
Candle Making Supplies
Fragrance & Essential OilsDried Botanicals
Cosmetic Bases
Moulds

Tel: 01237 420 872

www.thesoapkitchen.co.uk

sales@thesoapkitchen.co.uk

A handpicked collection of fabrics ... delivered to your door

www.misformake.co.uk
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INTRODUCING...
THE LATEST IN CREATIVE GOODNESS – HANDPICKED JUST FOR YOU

65

�
Enjoy your favourite 

flowers all year 

round – or paper versions 

at least – with Kelsey 

Elam’s new book, 100 

Simple Paper Flowers. 

Featuring an inspiration 

gallery of paper makes 

and over 100 templates, 

whether you fancy a bunch 

of rustic daisies for your 

desk or a bold bouquet 

for a special occasion, you 

can bring them to life, one 

paper petal at a time.  

www.ivypress.co.uk
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Amy Butler’s Dreamweaver fabrics are 

giving us a serious case of wanderlust. 

Inspired by her travels to Morocco, the vibrant 

voiles are an ideal match for Amy's new caftan 

pattern too. www.amybutlerdesign.com

TOP PATTERN 

Sew simple 
With a straight design  

for novices (no fiddly  

zips), and a more 

advanced flared version 

for savvy sewists, Tilly 

and the Buttons' new 

Dominique pattern 

makes it easy to sew 

a skirt we're proud to 

say we made. www.

tillyandthebuttons.com

Ooh la la! Kitchen, living room, 
office, bedroom... we can't think 
of anywhere this diamond design 
porcelain pot by Mini Labo 
wouldn't look awesome. With 
oodles of French design flair, it's 
just the thing for storing your fave 
biccies, knick-knacks or crafty 
materials in style. www.minilabo.fr

Looking for a subtle way to work this 
season's love affair with pastel hues, 
or just fancy treating yourself to some 
new arm candy? Either way, you can't 
go wrong with this Milkman Leather 
Satchel Bag in Powder Pink. 
www.homebykirsty.com

THIS MONTH’S WISHLIST

�
Jewellery that's good for our minds and our wardrobes?  

Sign us up! Believed to clear the mind of unwanted thoughts 

and centre scattered emotions, the Aura Quartz in these gorgeous 

Philosopher Pendants will free up your mind for more creative 

thinking – winner. www.eclecticeccentricity.bigcartel.com
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BRAND FOCUS

Hiro + Wolf 
Named after the pooches 

belonging to the brand's two 

dog-loving founders, Amy 

Fleuriot and Bee Friedmann, 

Hiro + Wolf combines a 

minimalist aesthetic with a 

passion for colour and print to 

create beautiful, ethical jewellery 

and pet accessories. In need 

of�some cheer? Take a look at  

@hiroandwolf on Instagram to�see 

some of their cute doggie 

customers modelling their wares.  

www.hiro-and-wolf.com

WEBSITE TO WATCH

Cardigan Web Studio
Creative peeps deserve a creative web 

producer – cue Elen Angharad and 

her new Cardigan Web Studio website. 

With over 10 years of experience 

producing websites for the BBC and 

having run a successful knitwear 

business, she offers a unique service 

that combines her web talents and 

design flair with insider knowledge. 

www.cardiganstudio.com

East London meets East Africa

in Hiro + Wolf's chic jewellery

Hiro models the 

Sunset collar and lead.

�Just when we thought Birmingham’s The People Shop couldn’t 

possibly get any lovelier, they go and blow us away with their new 

range of goodies, including a stunning Adi-Hack dress, belly baskets 

(our top pick) and, of course, rows of cute succulents. Got the urge to 

shop?  Take a closer look online at www.thepeopleshop.co.uk.

Mr. Wolf shows off  his 

Kiwi Shweshwe bow tie.
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�
What happens when talented illustrator 

Lisa Congdon teams up with fashion 

designer Trina Turk? Turns out, it's a crush-

worthy collection of dresses and men's suits. That 

pom pom trim is calling to us... www.trinaturk.com

Roll up, roll up! Get your five-a-day 
(the decorative variety anyway),  
with Pup Tart’s new fruit-themed 
enamel pins. Choose from 
watermelon, banana and pineapple 
decals to brighten your lapels, 
pockets and bags, and bring 
a touch of the tropics to your 
wardrobe in time for spring.  
www.puptarthandmade.etsy.com

TOP MAKE 

Colour flash 
Pick up your pencils 

and get shading 

with Mollie Makes 

Colouring 2. It 

features over 60 

new designs by top 

illustrators, from 

dream-worthy scenes to 

on-trend patterns, plus 

designs to customise. 

It comes with four 

gorgeous greetings 

cards too. www.buy 

subscriptions.com

Oh washi tape, how we love you.  
If your collection is too pretty to stick 
in a desk drawer, show it off in style 
with this mini tape hanger. It holds up 
to 12 dinky rolls, so it's a great reason 
to buy yourself a few extras too.  
Not that we needed an excuse.  
www.sistersguild.co.uk

�
We love trying something different, which is why we're 

so�excited about the new Paper Cutting Workshop at  

The Makery in Bath. Led by the oh-so-talented Sarah Dennis  

(www.sarah-dennis.co.uk), this beginner-friendly class will teach 

you the essential techniques and tricks for creating unique 

artwork with only a craft knife and paper. www.themakery.co.uk
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05

EVENT FOCUS

Blogtacular is the place for bloggers 

whose hearts beat with creativity to 

come together to meet, share and 

inspire one another. It’s the must-visit 

event for people who create vibrant and 

original content to discuss their work, 

fill their minds with new ideas and to 

collaborate with fellow bloggers.

Blogtacular kicks off on Friday 17 June 

with the legendary photowalk and opening 

night craft party at West Elm on Tottenham 

Court Road, London.

Saturday 18 June is conference day, 

taking place at 200 Aldersgate. Keynote 

speaker, fine artist and illustrator Lisa 

Congdon will be opening the event. The 

schedule is packed full of super-useful 

workshops from creative experts, all 

designed to boost your photography, 

writing and online skills.

The Mollie Makes team will be 

coming�along too, sharing our top tips 

on�developing your brand online, tailoring 

content to appeal to your audience, and 

growing your reach across a variety of 

social media channels. 

No matter what you blog about, 

if you love great quality content and 

beautiful design you’ll find yourself at 

home at Blogtacular. Book your tickets 

and find more details at http://bit.ly/

CometoBlogtacular – we'll see you there! 

Blogtacular 2016
It time to book your tickets for the blogging event of the year  

and connect with some of the UK's most creative thinkers

01  This year's 

keynote speaker is 

artist and illustrator 

Lisa Congden.   

02  iPhone cameras 

at the ready for the 

famed photowalk.

03  Allison Sadler 

and Leona Thrift-

ola on stage at 

Blogtacular 2015. 

04  Get stuck in 

with hands-on 

workshops with 

the�experts.  

05  Develop 

your blogging, 

photography and 

branding skills.

0401

02 03
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Calligraphy meets the 

neon lights trend with this  

DIY. Find the tutorial at 

www.ispydiy.com

Bold brush stroke letters  

and elegant hand-drawn lines  

are the order of the day

CALLIGRAPHY

 THIS MONTH WE’RE 

 OBSESSING ABOUT...
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 MAKE IT! TURN THE PAGE FOR

 HOW TO DIY CALLIGRAPHY

01  Wear a love note to 

yourself with this top. 

www.erinjcalligraphy.

etsy.com 

02  A rose gold charm 

to hang from your 

wrist or neck. www.

emmakateco.com

03  Just in case you�ever 

need reminding... 

www.chalkfulloflove.

myshopify.com

04  Give your gadgets 

hand-crafted appeal. 

www.society6.com  

05  Greetings for when 

your own handwriting 

doesn’t quite match up. 

www.quilllondon.com

06  Swap that Bag for 

Life for this. www.akr 

designstudio.etsy.com

07  Because we all have 

our side. www.noton 

thehighstreet.com/

oldenglishcompany

08  We say ‘hell yeah’ 

to�this trend. www.

urbanoutfitters.com

09  Learn to DIY it with 

this book. www.lamp 

lighterlondon.com

03

04

06

01

07

08

09

05

02



INTRODUCING trends

16 MOLLIEMAKES.COM 65

MATERIALS

Q��Black indian ink
Q��Medium paint brush with at 

least a 2cm (�") round tip
Q��A4 card or cartridge paper
Q��Jar of water
Q��Wood barbecue skewer
Q��Scissors
Q��Ruler
Q��Twine
Q��Double-sided tape

01  You’ll need a mix of ink and 

water on your brush to make the 
ink flow freely. Start by practising 
your strokes and mixing up the 

contrast between thick and thin. 
For lower case letters, keep the 
thick strokes coming down and 
the thin stokes going up as a 
general rule. This will give them 
a balanced look. A great way to 
get into the groove of things is to 

write the alphabet. This way 
you can get a handle on all the 
letters and practise how you’d 
join them. Most letters will start 
with a thick line which can be 
achieved by pressing more of 

the brush onto the page. You 
don’t need to push down hard 
–�just make sure you put lots of 
bristles the whole way�down 
on�the page.
02 Starting a new stroke or 
taking a stroke round a curve 
will�mean changing from thick 

to�thin. Lift the pressure off and 
draw the brush up so that just 
the tip of the bristles are on the 
page. This should draw them 

to�a point. Then once round a 
curve will mean changing back 
to�a thick stroke.
03 Lift the pressure off again as 
you round off the curve, taking 

the brush up. Keep swapping 

from thick to thin with each 
stroke or turn, keeping the rule 
in�your head all the way.
04 Keep going with this same 
pattern of working. It may feel a 
bit alien at first, but once you get 
the hang of it you’ll be able to 
think less and just get creative. 
Work your way through the 

whole alphabet, trying to get 
an�idea of when and how to join 
letters. Once you’ve mastered 
this, you can plot out your phrase 
and spacing on the pennant. 
Have a good few practice runs to 
get�yourself ready.
05 Cut out your pennant shape 

by measuring the halfway point 
on the width of your A4 sheet 
and then 7cm (2�") up from the 
bottom on either side. Join these 
markers to create a point and 

then cut along these lines. Now 
you can bravely brush letter 

your phrase in the middle and 
finish with any details you fancy. 
We used a diluted stroke to 
create a simple border around 
the outside. Leave to dry.
06 Fold the top of the card over 
roughly 1cm (3/8") and cut a strip 
of double-sided tape to fit along 
the flap. Now place the skewer 

in the fold and pull over the 
taped edge to secure it inside.
07 Tie twine on either side of 

the skewer so it’s ready to hang.

Teri is a DIY/ interiors blogger 

and freelance designer. She works 

from her West London flat where 

she dreams up new craft tutorials. 

She also hosts brush lettering 

workshops at Quill London.  

www.thelovelydrawer.com

BRUSH LETTERING

PAINT IT!
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Combined sewing and embroidery machine 

has some big features for beautiful results.

• 160mm x 260mm Embroidery area

• 138 built-in embroidery patterns

• Colour LCD touch screen

• Square Feed Drive System for super smooth sewing

• Fully automatic thread tension

• ICAPS for uniform stitches across varying fabric thicknesses

• Multi-directional feed - for larger decorative stitches

• Pivot function - ideal for quilting and appliqués

for beautiful results.

Big  
features

Feature spotlightOn-screen editing includes  

5 lines of text editing, enhanced  

zoom, resizing, rotating,  

repositioning and  

combining designs

Embroidery only machine with colour  

display to preview your designs in full colour. 

• 160mm x 260mm embroidery area

• 138 built-in embroidery patterns

• Colour LCD touch screen

• Auto needle threader

• Quick-set bobbin

• 11 built-in fonts
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Welcome the season by hanging Delia Randall's 

beautiful felted faux flower wreath in your home

I� Bloo�
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MATERIALS

Q��Sheets of felt in 
various shades of 
green and whatever 
colours you want 
your flowers
Q��Craft scissors
Q��Green wire for 

the�floral stems
Q��Wire cutter or pliers
Q��Hot glue gun and 

glue sticks
Q��Small alligator-style 

hair clips
Q��Flexible 12 gauge 

floral wire
Q��Green floral tape

We love filling our houses with 

gorgeous spring flowers, but 

they do have an annoying habit 

of wilting on us a little too quickly. 
So this year, we’ll be ringing the 
changes with a striking felt floral 
wreath instead. Each flower is 
clustered together with leaves and 
white filler blooms, then fixed to a 
versatile clip, which you can attach 
to the wreath or use other ways – 
we’re sure little girls will love playing 
dress-up with them in their hair. 

When buying your felt, 
select a variety of different, yet 
complementary, green shades for 
the leaves. Get a dark tone, a mid 
tone and a slightly lighter one, to 
add some depth to your piece. 
Tease the petals and leaves out with 
your fingers and curl them in various 
ways to imitate natural flowers. 

Making the leaves
01 Trim the green wire to the size 
you’d like your stems.
02 Cut your green felt into simple 
leaf shapes according to the 
templates on page 100. Each stem 
will need between four and six 

leaves, and you’ll need around 20 
stems for a 20-23cm (8-9") wreath, 
plus some extras for filler flowers.
03 Place a small dot of hot glue at 
one end of a leaf, apply it to the 

tip of the wire stem, and pinch to 
attach. Glue and pinch the next leaf 
about 2.5cm (1") below the top leaf, 
then pinch another right below it to 
create a pair. Repeat until you have 
your desired number of leaves. 

Making the wreath
04 Cut some 12 gauge wire to the 
desired length. Form a circle and 

twist the ends together, then wrap 
floral tape all around.
05 Moving in a clockwise direction, 

wrap the wire ends of each stem 
around the wreath. Twist each one 
underneath the leafy ends of�the 

previous stem, until you fill the 
wreath. Take care to stack them 
close to hide the wires.

Peony flower
06 Cut out jagged-edged petals 

from the templates on page 100. 
You will need six or seven small, five 
or six medium, and five or six large 
petals in total. 
07 Glue darts into the small and 
medium petals by cutting a small 

slit at the base of each petal. 
Apply glue to one side of the slit 
and then overlap the sides together, 
curving it into a bowl shape. 

HOW TO MAKE… A FELTED FLOWER WREATH

01 05

12 13
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08 Make a 2.5cm (1") ball of yarn. 
Secure the loose end with glue 
and then attach it to a wire stem. 
Glue small petals around the ball 

until it’s completely encased. Glue 
medium petals at the base only, 
then glue and pinch the base of the 
large petals around the base of the 
flower, like you did with the leaves.

Peony bud
09 Make another 2.5cm (1") ball 
of�yarn. Again, secure the loose 

end�with glue and attach to the 
end�of a wire stem. 
10 Cut out small leaves, then cut 

a�small slit at one end. Glue the 
slit�into a dart so the leaf curves 
into�a bowl shape. 
11 Cup the leaves around the ball 

of yarn and secure them with glue 
at the base of the flower bud. 

Anemone
12 Create a small pom pom for 

the centre. Leaving a 15cm (6") tail, 
wrap the yarn around three of your 
fingers roughly 20-30 times. Cut 
the�yarn, leaving another 15cm  
(6") tail, and then wrap both tails 
around the middle. Pull the mass 
from your fingers and tie a tight 

double knot around the middle. 

Cut the loops to form the pom.
13 Trim the pom pom, cutting the 
middle to a flat, wide, low pile and 
leaving the bottom and the sides 
long and sparse. 
14 Cut rounded felt petals with 

wavy tips from the templates on 
page 100. Cut five small petals and 
four or five large petals. Cut small 
slits in the base of the petals and 
glue the slits into darts, making 
the petals curve into shallow bowls. 

15 Glue the petals to the base of 

the yarn flower centre, starting 
with the smallest petals first. 
16 Cut out three-pronged anemone 
leaves from the templates on page 
100. Cut minor slits and notches 
into the ends of the leaves to create 
a bit of detail, then glue the bases 
to the wire stem. 

Poppy
17 Cut a 10 x 1cm (4 x �") strip  

of yellow or green felt and tie 
a�knot in the middle.
18 Cut a small, irregular circle 

shape out of yellow felt, slightly 
larger than the knot. Cut shallow 

fringe slits around the perimeter 
and a slit in the centre. 
19 Fold the knotted strip in half  

at the knot and thread the ends 
through the centre slit. 

0806 09

1514 16
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HOW TO MAKE… A FELTED FLOWER WREATH

20 Cut three small, rounded petals 
and three or four larger petals from 
the templates on page 100. Cut  
two small slits at the base of 
each petal. Overlap each slit flap 
at the middle and glue in place, 
creating a double dart and a very 

pronounced bowl shape. 
21 Glue the base of the petals to the 
base of the felt knot, starting with 
the smallest first.
 
Garden rose
22 Cut out the petals according 
to the templates on page 100. You 
need one pointed four leaf clover 
shape, five small round petals with 
wavy tips, four-five medium-sized 
petals and four-five large petals. 
If you want, cut a second pointed 

four leaf clover shape in�green for 
the base of the rose. 

23 Cut a small slit in the centre of 

the pointed four leaf clover. Insert 
one end of a wire stem, apply glue, 
and pinch the petals inward to 
create a bud.
24 Cut slits and glue darts into the 

bases of the smaller petals so they 
curve into bowl shapes.
25 Glue and pinch the bases of 
each petal around the base of 

the flower bud, starting with 
the�smallest and working up to the 
largest. Glue and pinch leaves onto 
the stem, if you want.

White flower fillers
26 Cut five flower shapes out of 
felt or white vinyl, then cut small  
slits in the centres. 
27 Slide one onto a wire stem, 

apply glue to the centre, and pinch 
it to the wire stem. 

28 Repeat with the other white 

flowers, spacing them about 2.5cm 
(1") apart from each other. 

Attaching the flowers
29 Cut down the wire stems of the 
flowers and leaves and curl the 

sharp ends inward. 
30 Arrange all the leaves and 
flowers in your desired positions, 
then glue together.
31 Cut out felt rounds about  
3.5-5cm (1�-2") in diameter.
32 Cut a slit in one side of a felt 
round and slide the top portion 
of�an alligator-style clip through it. 
33 Apply hot glue to the top of the 
felt round and adhere it to the 

bottom of the cluster. 
34 Clip your clusters in place on 

the wreath however you like. 
Experiment with the placement.

21 22

27 34
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Delia Randall 

Delia likes to tell people she has 

the two best jobs in the world 

– being a mother-of-three as 

well as a�professional designer-

maker. She dabbles in sewing, 

crochet, photography and 

many other creative activities, 

and blogs about it all at www.

deliacreates.com

The flower and leaf clips 

also make pretty hair 

accessories for parties or 

just for playing dress up.
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gorgeous gift from Sass & 
Belle when you subscribe to 
Mollie Makes today. Worth 
over £30, this Happy Animals 
storage collection certainly 
makes us smile. Get your craft 

room in order with a set of three stackable 
suitcases and three little tins – always handy! 

Mollie Makes is a crafty lifestyle magazine bringing 
you the best of handmade from around the world. 
Save 20% on the magazine shop price and spread 
the cost when you pay just £11.97 every three 
issues. Subscribe today! 

             Cath Dean, Editor
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with the most 
inspiring and 
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creatives
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fresh DIYs 
and great 

styling ideas
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Describe the essence of Tatty Devine

HV It’s a really fun recipe made from lots 

of weird ingredients. Everything we see and 

do and everywhere we’ve been. It’s usually 

bought by the person who’s going to wear 

it, which is a twist on the idea of jewellery. 

RW There’s definitely an element of 

wearing your heart on your sleeve. We make 

things that let you express what you love 

and who you are. We make a finite number 

of each piece because we want to move on 

and make something else – I always want 

the thing that doesn’t exist yet. 

Is there any such thing as a typical 

working day for you?

HV I try to only answer emails in the 

morning or I can’t concentrate. I spend 

as much time as possible drawing and 

researching, interspersed with meetings.

RW No two days are the same, although 

I�have a very structured week. For example, 

Tuesday always has the same back-to-back 

meetings. But I could get a phone call in 

the morning that changes the whole day. 

How did you manage to learn and 

hone�your craft? 

HV We asked some illustrator friends to 

draw us pictures of fuzzy felt shapes in 

Adobe Illustrator, so we were collaborative 

from the start. We started out using found 

treasure such as cake decorations and 

TATTY DEVINE
From upcycling junk to running one of the UK’s best-loved indie 
brands, Harriet Vine and Rosie Wolfenden have come a long way

From lobsters and foxes to gin bottles 

and guitar plectrums, Tatty Devine 

is renowned for creating quirky-cool, 

playful laser-cut jewellery. Co-founders 

Harriet Vine and Rosie Wolfenden met 

at art school – both studied painting, 

although their styles were very di�erent 

– and initially created jewellery from 

junk other people threw away.

Tatty Devine took o� from there. 

They bought a laser-cutter, Evil Edna 

(Harriet’s a Willo the Wisp fan), which is 

still going strong today in the basement 

of their East London studio. Two shops, 

a list of enviable collaborations – such 

as Belle & Sebastian, and Gilbert & 

George gin – and two MBEs later, Rosie 

and Harriet are still head over heels in 

love with what they do.

They never imagined what Tatty 

Devine would grow into back when 

Rosie was waiting in a Brick Lane 

bagel�shop for Harriet to call her on the 

payphone. Times and technology may 

have changed, but Tatty Devine has the 

same inimitable spirit. We joined them 

for a cup of tea – served in Moomin 

mugs – and a chat about all things Tatty.

Words: ANNE WOLLENBERG Photographs: RACHAEL SMITH

Tearing up the 
rulebook with…
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INTRODUCING tea & a chat

out shapes. We brought some back, then 

found a model-maker who could cut out 

shapes for us. He suggested we get our own 

machine as we were spending £1,000 a 

week. We got a loan, bought a laser cutter 

and Harriet pulled her sleeves up.

HV It was great once we finally managed 

to plug it in correctly.

What individual qualities do you each 

bring to the partnership?

RW We share a similar attitude and 

inspirations, but we have di�erent skills. 

plectrums – people threw more things away 

back then and we were like magpies. We 

realised you could take an object and turn 

it into something else just by having an 

idea about it. We still do that today.

RW Tatty Devine was born very much in 

parallel with the birth of digital, and our 

jewellery is rooted in an analogue DIY 

aesthetic. We started selling at Portobello 

Market and spent all the money we made 

buying old junk. We went on a research 

trip to New York in 2001 and discovered 

a shop that sold Perspex and acrylic cut-

02

01 03

01  Spot the giant 

versions of the 

lobster, speech 

bubble and cartoon 

eyes motifs.

02  Tatty Devine’s 

iconic name

necklaces offer 

endless gifting 

opportunities.

03  Lobster-making 

in the Brick Lane 

store with Rosie, 

left, and Harriet.

‘We’re incredibly 
important to each 
other – it’s a bit 
like�a marriage.’
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INTRODUCING tea & a chat

From day one, I was selling and talking 

about it and doing what became the 

business side, while Harriet was the 

one saying: ‘Right, let’s make this idea 

into something you can wear.’ We’re still 

incredibly important to each other. It’s a 

bit like a marriage. 

HV We used to do everything together, so 

Rosie would sit drawing on the computer 

and I went to cash-flow meetings. We 

reached the point where we just had so 

much to do, so I said: ‘Okay, I’ll do all the 

drawing and you make all the phone calls.’

What tools or materials could you 

not�live without?

HV Pencil. I used to be all about 

mechanical pencils until I bought myself 

a really nice sharpener. Now I can use 

normal pencils.

RV Pen and paper. I love digital but there’s 

nothing better than a notebook and a pen. 

It resonates more than typing.

HV It’s just not as easy when you want to 

find something later for reference and you 

can vaguely remember that it’s on the top 

left-hand corner of a page. 

How has your creative process changed 

since the start?

HV I let things brew instead of panicking 

like I used to. I’d think: ‘I’m obsessed with 

01

03

02

01  Workshop 

essentials? Sweets 

and Tatty Devine 

pliers, of course! 

02  The dog on 

wheels�was originally 

designed for the 

Belle & Sebastian 

collaboration. 

03  Rosie (left) and 

Harriet model their 

posy and arched 

column necklaces. 
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INTRODUCING tea & a chat

Subscribe at molliemakes.com 

studio and just happened to have a public 

frontage. Having started in wholesale 

rather than retail, we were now selling 

directly to customers, so we were meeting 

them and getting real-time feedback. We 

gave the walls over to creatives and had 

lots of parties and exhibitions. That was 

a�really nice way of celebrating our friends, 

celebrating creativity and being out in the 

community instead of shutting ourselves 

away. People came along, saw what we 

were doing in the space, then went away 

and told others about it.

that, but it can’t possibly be an idea for 

jewellery.’ Now I know that whatever I’m 

obsessed with is probably going to happen 

in my subconscious at some point. We say 

random words to each other and show 

random pictures – it helps having someone 

to bounce ideas o�. 

What are some of the best decisions 

you’ve made?

RW Definitely opening a bricks and 

mortar shop. When we opened our Brick 

Lane shop in 2001, it was cheaper than a 

03

‘We’ve always 

wanted to do the 

opposite of what 

people told us to do.’

01  Eye-catching 

crockery and past 

workshop creations 

on display in the 

Brick Lane store.

02  Carefully-

labelled supply jars 

line the shelves of 

the basement 

workshop (where 

the�orginal laser 

cutter, Evil Edna, 

still lives).

03  Adding the 

finishing touches 

to�a DIY lobster.

01

02
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INTRODUCING tea & a chat

02

01

Tatty Devine 
Since forming Tatty Devine 

in 1999, Harriet Vine and 

Rosie Wolfenden have 

become renowned for their 

playful, original designs and 

cult collaborations. You can 

find them online at www.

tattydevine.com, visit their 

stores in Brick Lane or 

Covent Garden, or�follow 

them @tattydevine.

How did getting MBEs in 2013 feel?

HV When Rosie rang me to say we’d got 

the letter, I happened to be standing right 

outside where we first started making 

jewellery. I must have cried most of the 

way down Brick Lane. 

What’s next for Tatty Devine? Any 

more collaborations?

HV We did collaborations from the o�, 

before it was a thing people did – from 

friends doing drawings for us to when we 

knocked on Gilbert & George’s door to ask 

if they minded us making gin jewellery. 

RW Chicks on Speed were one of our 

favourite bands and we talked to them 

about making jewellery – something they 

could take all round the US and Japan on 

tour. Nobody was really doing that. It was 

so exciting, but collaborations are expected 

now, and we’d like to do something 

unexpected. So that’s our plan for this 

year:�to do something surprising.

What’s the best piece of creative advice 

you’ve ever been given?

RW We’re quite anarchic. We’ve always 

wanted to do the opposite of what people 

have told us to do. I don’t think we’ve ever 

listened to any advice. You really need to 

love what you do – it’s much easier to sell 

something if you love it.

01  Postcards from 

customers are 

guarded by a 

super-sized Tatty 

Devine dinosaur. 

02  The crayon, 

keyboard and sushi 

bag necklaces from 

Tatty Devine’s 

Contemporary range.
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Find all our favourite buys at 
shop.molliemakes.com

FOR A 

CREATIVE 

LIFE

01  Add interest with 

embroidered details. 

shop.molliemakes.com/

gb/zuzana-lalikova 

02  Pick up this cushion 

for�a (sweet) treat. shop.

molliemakes.com/gb/

how-store

03  Perk up your greenery 

with a painted pot. shop.

molliemakes.com/gb/

this-way-to-the-circus

04  Work the jungle trend 

into your wardrobe. shop.

molliemakes.com/gb/

this-way-to-the-circus  

05  Sit pretty with 

Gabote’s cool cushions. 

shop.molliemakes.com/

gb/gabote

06  Yes please to chunky 

wooden beads. shop.

molliemakes.com/gb/

lucie-ellen

07  Kids will love you for 

stitching this bunny. shop.

molliemakes.com/gb/

wild-things-dresses

01

07

06

03

04

05

02
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We’re looking for the creative stars of 2016. 
Enter via Pinterest to be in with a chance of 
winning a Mollie Makes Handmade Award 
and some amazing mentoring opportunities

 A
t Mollie Makes, we’re incredibly proud 

of our commitment to showcase and 

support designers and makers in the 

creative community and inspire new talent. 

We love celebrating great craftsmanship 

and ideas, so we’re thrilled to be launching 

our third annual Handmade Awards. 

It’s our opportunity to celebrate all the 

talented people turning their passion for 

handmade into a way of life.

The Mollie Makes Handmade Awards 

are free to enter and open to residents of 

the UK and Europe. The closing date is 

11.59pm BST on 22nd May 2016 and 

the shortlisted finalists will be invited 

to present to the judges at The Proud 

Archivist in London on Thursday 7th 

July 2016 – please keep the date free! 

We’re planning a full day of workshops 

and inspirational talks from the likes of 

Pinterest, Pavilion Books, Allison Sadler 

and the Mollie Makes team.

What qualifies as handmade?

Your items must be handcrafted by you/

your team (other than entries for our 

new Handmade Champion Award). This 

means you haven’t tailored, restored or 

repaired them, or assembled them from a 

kit without substantial alterations to the 

original design.

Which category is for you?

There are five categories and we will 

shortlist three entrants for each. You can 

enter more than one category if you feel 

they’re relevant to your business.

YOUTH AWARD

For university students or recent graduates 

(graduated within two years of the closing 

date) who haven’t yet established their 

business but are full of creative ideas.

START-UP AWARD

For small handmade businesses that have 

been trading for fewer than two years.

ESTABLISHED BUSINESS AWARD

In association with The Handmade Fair  

Small but established handmade businesses 

who have been trading for over two years.

CREATIVE IDEA AWARD

An award to recognize an exceptionally 

creative idea or innovation in the 

handmade community – show us 

something we’ve never seen before!

HANDMADE CHAMPION AWARD

This new award recognises the people 

promoting and supporting handmade 

businesses, whether a bricks and mortar 

shop, online boutique, or the team behind 

a great campaign or Instagram project.

How do I enter?

Create a Pinterest board titled ‘Mollie 

Makes Handmade Awards 2016’ and pin at 

least three pictures of your projects, bricks 

and mortar space, or creative services from 

your website or blog. Use the ‘Description’ 

box of the board to tell us about your 

business and the category you’d like to 

enter. Then invite us to view it by emailing 

mollieawards@immediate.co.uk through 

Pinterest’s ‘Send Board’ button. We’ve put 

together an example on our website if you 

need any tips – just go to our Handmade 

Awards web page, below.. 

If you don’t have a Pinterest account, 

enter by emailing all the info detailed above 

(attaching three low res images please) to 

mollieawards@immediate.co.uk. 

Submissions 
open!

Find more information at: 
www.molliemakes.com/mollie-makes-handmade-awards

TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. SEE FULL DETAILS AT: HTTP://BIT.LY/MOLLIEAWARDSTERMS
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INTRODUCING handmade awards

ENTER 
NOW on 

pinterest!

Youth Award

Mentoring from Leona Thrift-

ola, founder of Lucky Dip Club in 

Glasgow* or via a Skype chat, and a 

day of learning at the Etsy UK o�ce in 

London*. PLUS an Enterprise Nation 

StartUp kit, an annual membership and 

an armful of helpful books.

Start Up Award

A stand at a Crafty Fox Market in 

London, and a Business Starter Package 

to advertise in Mollie Makes. PLUS, 

a six-week online training package 

with The Design Trust, including two 

coaching sessions with founder Patricia 

van den Akker, worth £500. 

Established Business Award

In association with The Handmade Fair

A mentoring session with Kat 

Molesworth of Blogtacular*, or via a 

Skype chat. A stand at Kirstie Allsopp’s 

Handmade Fair at Hampton Court 

Palace from September 16-18 2016 

worth £522, PLUS admission to the 

Mollie Makes Shop to sell your products.

Creative Idea Award

A one-to-one coaching session with the 

UK Pinterest team. PLUS a feature in 

Mollie Makes and a weekend takeover of 

the Mollie Makes Instagram feed.

NEW! Handmade Champion Award

A fantastic Creative Business Mentoring 

session in Birmingham* or via a Skype 

chat with Allison Sadler of Make it 

Sewcial. PLUS a feature about your 

business in Mollie Makes.

PLUS ALL WINNERS RECEIVE:

Q��A pair of Full Experience tickets to 

Kirstie Allsopp’s Handmade Fair

Q��A year’s magazine subscription to 

Mollie Makes, worth £64.87

Enter & you  
could win…

All prizes to be redeemed before 16th June 2016. 
*Reasonable and agreed travel costs in the UK 
mainland will be paid for only where starred.
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Over 80 sewing machines and overlockers on display ready for 
demonstration. (Bernina, Brother, Babylock, Elna, Janome, Singer,  

Juki, Husqvana)

Helpful honest and friendly advice and after sales support

Workshops and training take place on the first floor of the shop

Car park right next to the shop

Three ways to buy

VISIT THE SHOP ONLINEOVER THE PHONE

www.franknutt.co.uk

 0121 443 5555
17–23 Poplar Road,  

Kings Heath,  
Birmingham B14 7AA
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For more advertising
opportunities, please contact:

Beckie Pring on 01173 008 205

email: beckie.pring@immediate.co.uk



Sewinghack

Lac� �ane� 
�weatshir�

Lana Red shows us an easy way to add 

a�unique twist to your wardrobe

65 MOLLIEMAKES.COM 35  
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MATERIALS

Q��Raglan sweatshirt 

(one with sleeves 

that  start at the 

collar)

Q��Piece of lace

Q��Scissors

Q��Tailor's chalk

Q��Ruler

Q��Pins

Q��Sewing machine and 

matching thread

HOW TO MAKE… A LACE PANEL TOP

02 02

05

03

06

04

07 08

Liven up a plain sweatshirt 

with this super-quick re-style 

project. It’s designed for a raglan 

sweatshirt – where the sleeves start 
at the neckline – which are easy 
to source at thrift shops or on the 
high street. Go for white or pastel 
lace for an early spring injection 
of colour, or sheer fabric would 
work as well. Experiment with the 
deepness of�your 'V' shape, too.

01 Place the sweatshirt on a flat 
surface and iron if necessary. 
Use your tailor's chalk to draw 

a V-shape onto the front of the 
sweatshirt, starting from the 
middle of the raglan seams and 
ending with the tip in the middle. 
You might find it handy to use a 
ruler for super-straight lines.
02 Cut out the drawn V-shape from 
the front of the sweatshirt using 
your scissors. Placing a piece of 
cardboard inside the sweatshirt can 
help you to avoid cutting through 

both layers. Cut along the seams 

of the sweatshirt to remove the 
entire piece of fabric.
03 Place the piece of lace on top 

of the cut out area. Turn it around 
to see which way the pattern of the 
lace looks best.
04 With the lace still on top of 
the sweatshirt, trace around the 

shape of the V,�adding an extra 
1cm all around. Use the cutout lines 
underneath as�a guide.
05 Remove the lace from the 
sweatshirt and fold a small portion 
of�the bottom lines of the cutout 

to�the wrong side (WS), keeping it 
in place with your pins.

06 Place the piece of lace inside the 
sweatshirt underneath the open 

shape. Make sure it’s positioned 
well and no folds are showing. 
Attach it to the sweatshirt using 
the�pins on your folded line.
07 Pin the rest of the lace all 

around the opening and the 

seams, taking care not to pull 
either of the fabrics. Don’t pin 
it�to�the back of the sweatshirt.
08 Sew along the pinned lines to 
attach the lace. You can either sew 
by hand or use a sewing machine. 
Try not to pull the fabric too much. 
One finished, trim any loose 
threads, and you’re done.

Lana Red

Lana never leaves her house without red lipstick 

and almost always wears dresses or skirts. And 

although she loves to bake, she’s the worst chef 

in the world. She travels a lot, but when at home, 

she’ll spend all day cuddling her two cats.

www.lanaredstudio.com



View our online shop 

@

 www.theknittingshed.com

Luxury yarns and high

quality accessories

Gorgeous vintage style 

children’s dress kits
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Sisterhood’s Devon 

retreat offers creatives 

an opportunity to 

collaborate in a relaxed 

environment.
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INTRODUCING good read

T
he word ‘networking’ brings to mind images 

of awkward mingling in cold rooms while 

demolishing canapés. But be gone, cream-

topped vol-au-vent, there’s a new way to fill our 

little black books – from countryside retreats to 

creative conferences in unique locations. “The 

most�important thing is being part of a community,” 

says Hayley Southwood of online lifestyle store 

Southwood Stores (www.southwoodstores.co.uk) 

and�creator of Conversational, a group dedicated 

to modern networking. Gain friends, collaborators, 

inspiration and experiences – find your tribe.

MAKE CONNECTIONS
Often the aim of modern networking is to create the 

equivalent of sitting down over a cup of co�ee with 

like-minded others. The idea is for it to be relaxed, 

open and friendly. Blogtacular (www.blogtacular.com) 

is a fantastic annual conference for creative bloggers 

to discuss their work, gain ideas and collaborate, 

while Sisterhood (www.sisterhoodcamp.co.uk) started 

by Lou Archell of lifestyle blog Little Green Shed, 

hosts gatherings and weekend retreats.

 The first meet up involved a weekend in Devon, 

crafting, foraging, picnicking by the sea and feasting 

until late. “I wanted a chance for myself and other 

creative souls to really connect, learn from each 

other and collaborate,” explains Lou. “Sisterhood 

does away with awkwardness and actively embraces 

women to feel comfortable – you could be making 

a flower crown next to a photographer, illustrator 

or stained-glass window artist. Bountiful ideas and 

collaborations may form as a result.” 

Another pioneer of modern networking is 

Jenny Scott, founder of Mothers Meeting (www.

mothersmeeting.com). With an energetic, fun-filled 

vibe, Mother’s Meetings are “a celebration of 

motherhood, a chance to be inspired, have fun and 

meet a wonderful network of hip mamas,” says 

Jenny. She has seen the kick-start and subsequent 

flourishing of countless friendships and businesses 

since Mothers Meeting began five years ago; from a 

vlogging duo, to a contemporary backpack changing 

bag business. “Join the gang!” she urges us.

Of course, shifting from cosy online commenting 

to real-life discussion can be a tad nerve-wracking. 

However, as Instagram guru and lifestyle blogger 

Sara Tasker of Me and Orla (www.meandorla.co.uk) 

discovered, it can also open exciting doors. Last 

year she made a promise to herself to say ‘yes’ to 

every invitation and it’s had a huge impact on her 

life and career. “It led to a lot of adventures, a few 

wasted excursions and an incredible number of 

opportunities,” she says. “These days I can’t even 

reply to every invitation I get, never mind say yes to 

them all! I love being a part of a community full of 

like-minded, inspiring, creative individuals who are 

mainly just sharing for the simple joy of it.”

As Hayley stresses, at the heart of modern 

networking – whether online or in a field – is 

support. “In Conversational, we support each 

other online in a much more gritty, real way 

than traditional networking allows,” she tells us. 

“From juggling motherhood and working from 

home, to career advice, friendship and creative 

and practical solutions.” Similarly, of Sisterhood, 

Lou says: “There’s a vibrant, bubbling energy of 

encouragement. It’s contagious. There’s a huge 

amount of love and support among us.” 

THE INVITATION
There’s no dress code or laminated cards here. 

Enjoy scrolling through pictures, patterns and blogs, 

then get involved by joining in on hashtags (see our 

round up at bit.ly/203GVck) and commenting on 

posts. Each group posts updates via newsletters, 

Facebook, Twitter and through Instagram. There’s 

no pressure to meet in the flesh, but if you’d like 

to – and it’s recommended – look out for local meet 

ups and specific events. Also, join Sara’s Instagram 

retreat and learn about community building, 

photography and hashtags. Put your ideas out there 

and say yes. Expect to quite possibly sew together 

something that�will stay with you forever.

Modern networking isn’t about shoulder pads and gritted teeth –

share ideas, make connections and have some fun

NETWORKING FOR CREATIVES

Words: HELEN MARTIN Photography: XANTHE BERKELEY
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Upgrade the humble mobile into 
a gorgeous piece of modern art 
– Pauline Hagan shows us how
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MATERIALS

Q��Coloured tracing paper
Q��Coloured paper
Q��Wire, approx.  

1mm thick
Q��Small jump rings
Q�Pliers and cutters
Q�Needle
Q�Nylon thread

We’re taking the mobile out of 

the nursery and into the grown-

up world with this gorgeous 

abstract design by Pauline Hagan. 
Inspired by Alexander Calder’s 
moving sculptures, it’s a great way 
to sneak some more art into your 
home when your walls are chocka. 

While you’re assembling 
the�different parts of the mobile, 
pick it up every once in a while to 
check how it looks ‘in motion’, as 
it’s often quite different to how 
it appears when flat. And try to 
avoid overlapping – the parts 
need to be able to rotate fully and 

freely without knocking any of the 
other�branches. Once you’re done, 
hang it over your sofa or bed, lie 
underneath, and you'll find yourself 
drifting away in no time.

01 Start off by cutting abstract 

shapes out of your tracing and 
coloured papers. We went for  
bean and oblong shapes, and 
chose pinks and mints for the 
colour scheme.
02 Overlap your coloured shapes 

with the tracing paper ones, 
playing with the transparency. 
Attach together with a small hand 

stitch, or hang one shape from 
another for even more movement.
03 Use your cutters to divide your 

wire into 11 strips. You’ll need one 
large 50cm (19�") piece, two 25cm 
(97/8") pieces, four 20cm (77/8") and 
four 15cm (6") pieces.
04 Use your pliers to bend the 

wire at either end of each piece, 
forming a small loop.
05 Attach a jump ring to each 
piece of wire using a piece of 
thread, and tie a double knot.  
The ring needs to be able to  
move along the wire; this will  
help achieve the balance.

HOW TO MAKE… A DOODLE MOBILE  

01 02

05 06
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06 Start building the structure 

using the thread and wire. Lay it all 
flat, place the 50cm (19�") wire at 
the top, then the two 25cm (97/8") 
wires and so on. You’ll need the 
same number of wire pieces and 
weight either side of the largest 

wire, but you can vary the length 
of the thread as much as you want. 
Attach the wire pieces together 
using your thread, the loops at 
either end of the wire, and the rings 
we added in�the previous step.
07 Use your thread to attach the 

shapes onto the loops in the wire 
at different lengths, and dangle 

some shapes from the middle of a 
few of the wire strips.
08 Now it’s time to get it to balance 
right! Hang your mobile up and 
play around with the positioning 

of the little rings along the wire 
until you’ve achieved the ideal 

balance. Start at the top and work 
your way down the mobile. Lie 
under it and enjoy the movement.

Pauline Hagan

Pauline started designing jewellery over three 

years ago and, after experimenting with different 

crafts and techniques, settled on the wonder that 

is leather. Last year she quit her day job, moved 

to Prague, and made the leap to running Benu 

Made as her full time business. She creates 

eye-catching, bold pieces engineered to�add 

intrigue to outfits. www.benumade.com

03 04

07 08



www.colourfulfelt.co.uk | Tel: 01706 853513
Tong Lane, Whitworth, Rochdale, Lancashire, OL12 8BG

Supplying craft wholesalers 

with craft felt in over 150 

different prints and colours 

for over 25 years.

Find us on... /lollipopboxclub

New themed box on the 
1st of every month

Check out the blog for daily 

fun & inspiration

www.lollipopboxclub.com
Free UK delivery 

Flat rate worldwide delivery
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Includes lots of surprises and 

personalised planning lists.

April Cloudy Days Kit

DODODODODOD

DODODODODOD�

DODODODODOD�

DODODODODOD�

DODODODODOD

For more advertising opportunities, 

please contact

Beckie Pring on 01173 008 205

email: beckie.pring@immediate.co.uk
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LIVING
INSPIRATION ALERT! SPACES, PLACES & NEW DESIGNERS TO WATCH

65

�
It’s time to throw 

open the windows 

and freshen things up 

with bright pastels, new 

blooms and a smattering 

of pom poms. This 

versatile quilt is pure 

springtime bliss; find the 

full pattern in new book 

The Simple Simon 

Guide to Patchwork 

Quilting by Liz Evans 

and Elizabeth Evans, 

published by Fons & 

Porter Books. 

www.stitchcraftcreate.co.uk
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�
Mixing sharp geos wth soft pastels is a 

failsafe combo for feminine yet unsickly 

styling. Plus we’ll be adding a few metallic ants 

because, well, why not? www.brostecopenhagen.com

SUNSHINE PASTELS

GET THE LOOK
�

Tweet tweet! This cheery 

yellow bird will brighten up 

your walls the instant you hang 

him. Or if you’d prefer something a 

little more abstract, this 90s-inspired 

print is ticking all the nostalgia-

shaped boxes. www.scouteditions.

co.uk, www.somagallery.co.uk

This pattern reminds 
us of springtime 
picnic blankets, 

(ideally spread out 
on a meadow with 

strawberries and fizz). 
Pop some daffodils 

in here for a real 
seasonal display. 

www.anthropologie.
com/uk

Who’s that hiding among 
the leaves? Serve a chunky 
cake (we’ll go for carrot) 
on this sunny plate, then 
spot the smiley face once 
it’s all been munched. 
www.houseofrym.com

�
If you’ve got shoeboxes stuffed with pretty 

notecards and other scraps, we’ve found 

a�new home for them. Mementos never 

looked�so good. www.decoratorsnotebook.co.uk
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WEBSITE TO WATCH

A Rum Fellow
With a firm belief that good design 

can be a force for positive change, 

Caroline Lindsell and Dylan O’Shea 

co-founded this textile studio on three 

priniciples: design, quality and 

integrity. They design, produce and 

source artisan pieces, ensuring each 

one is made by an expert: from Latin 

American weavers to English furniture 

makers. www.arumfellow.com

BRAND FOCUS

Zuzana Lalikova
Coming from a rich cultural 

East European background, 

Zuzana found an�early interest 

in traditional embroidery. She 

developed this further while 

studying at London College 

of�Fashion, and now creates 

handcrafted pieces fusing 

modern and heritage styles. 

See her work in the Mollie 

Makes shop or at her website. 

www.zuzanalalikova.com

�
Big ones, little 

ones, square ones, 

rectangle ones, plain ones, 

patterned ones... the 

more cushions you can 

stack, the merrier, say we. 

A plain white backdrop 

lets you go crazy with the 

colour combinations, too. 

www.lacerisesurlegateau.fr

Leather and canvas meet

bold hand embroidery.

Geometrics are another big

influence for Zuzana.

Zuzana mixes classic hand

sewing with modern materials.
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LIVING home tour

Tamar and her husband Ronen never intended 

to live in their current house for so long. 

Their 1960s split ranch home, which they 

a�ectionately call the ‘blue box’, started out 

as a rental home when they first relocated to 

Vermont from Tel Aviv. When it went on the 

market just months later, they decided to buy it, 

and it’s been their home for ten years. They’ve 

grown hugely fond of the space, dramatically 

transforming it in the time they’ve been there. 

Words: CAROLINE ROWLAND Photography: CAROLYN BATES

Tamar Schechner’s home is 

inspired by travel and her 

family’s creative talents

This page: Tamar pairs her 

large Ikea table with a mix of 

vintage and contemporary 

chairs to give her dining 

space plenty of character. 
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LIVING home tour
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LIVING home tour

01  Tamar’s upcycled 

dresser is filled with 

favourite things such 

as artwork and her 

collection of vintage 

plates. The branch 

light fitting adds a 

sense of fun.

02  The colourful 

cushions are either 

made by Tamar or 

purchased on Etsy. 

03  Stacks of crockery 

brighten up the 

kitchen shelves. Some 

are vintage, while 

Tamar has made 

others herself.

03

01

“Retro - but not in a good way,” is Tamar’s 

description of the space when the family first 

moved in, so they stripped the interior from top 

to bottom. The pair are constantly updating 

their surroundings, with upcoming projects 

including installing subway tiles in the kitchen 

and renovating a bathroom. 

The couple are both creative souls – Ronen is 

a cinematographer and Tamar’s background is 

as a fashion stylist and creative director. Since 

moving to the States, Tamar’s career has taken 

a more personal turn. She set up an Etsy shop 

selling handmade items, which then evolved 

into her jewellery and accessories business, 

Nest�Pretty Things (www.nestprettythings.com).

The pair’s creativity is evident in how they’ve 

furnished their home. Furniture has been 

salvaged and upcycled; Tamar often makes 

cushions and ceramics, and they’ve created 

beautiful vignettes of items they have collected 

over the years. Tamar describes her style as “a 

mix of everything – some vintage, some boho, 

some handmade” – and their dining area is a 

great example of this eclecticism. 

Their table and pendant lights are from 

IKEA, while the chairs came from a mixture 

of�sources – yard sales, Target and Pottery 

Barn.�Tamar reupholstered the desk chair in the 

corner, which was originally her grandfather’s, 

and upcycled the dresser, which was left by the 

previous owners. She transformed it from dark 

wood into a light piece with colourful handles. 

Ronen was responsible for the twinkling light 

fitting, made with driftwood and fairy lights. 

It’s clear to see where Tamar’s creativity comes 

from when you delve into her family influences. 

Much of the artwork dotted around their home 

has been created by family members – Tamar’s 

artist sister’s work is displayed on the white 

dresser in the dining room  

MY FAVOURITE 
ETSY FINDS
Tamar mixes handcrafted 

makes with buys from her 

favourite Etsy shops. She loves 

her artist sister’s Flora Art 

Print Shop (www.floraart 

printshop.etsy.com), and finds 

colourful ceramics at The Clay 

Bungalow (www.theclay 

bungalow.etsy.com). Not 

Perfect Linen (www.notperfect 

linen.etsy.com) is her pick for 

beautiful handmade textiles.

02



This bedroom was recently 

redecorated when Tamar’s 

middle son moved out. She has 

made lots of the details herself, 

such as the floral cushions and 

bright framed paintings. 
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LIVING home tour

01

(www.floraartprintshop.etsy.com), while the 

painting above the wood stove is by Tamar’s 

mother. Her grandfather was also a painter, and 

his work is displayed in their home too.  

Tamar has interspersed IKEA furniture with 

family heirlooms taken from her grandparents’ 

home. The salvaged chest of drawers on the 

landing is an homage to the family’s passion for 

travel – the antique painting was an Italian flea 

market find, the bead necklace is African Masai, 

and the feather crown is from the Amazon, all 

collected by her parents on their travels.

Both travel and her parents have inspired 

Tamar’s interior style. Her father was an 

architect and her mother a painter, so her 

childhood home was a creative environment with 

‘Scandi meets boho’ influences. Sentimentality 

plays a big part in how she decorates too, as she 

loves to be surrounded by items she has grown 

up with or that she’s picked up on trips abroad. 

Of course, Tamar’s love of making isn’t 

confined to her jewellery business. She made the 

headboard in her son’s room, many of the pillow 

and cushion covers around the house, and has 

even created some of her own paintings.

Tamar’s beautiful home proves that while a 

house might not initially be your dream space, 

with enough love, attention and creativity it 

can eventually evolve into a happy, colourful, 

creative and comfortable family home.

01  Tamar found her 

bedside table in the 

street. It was originally 

dark wood but she’s 

transformed it into a 

sunny piece.  

02  Precious collections 

are made up of family 

heirlooms and finds 

from Tamar’s travels.

02

NEST PRETTY THINGS
Tamar designs jewellery and 

accessories, selling them via her website 

and Etsy. Her designs are romantic and 

bohemian with a modern twist, and 

stocked in over 60 shops worldwide. 

www.nestprettythings.com
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 I COULD DO THAT…

Metallic  
storage

If Tamar has inspired you to add a few more 

colourful details to your home, start with these 

simple but effective crushed paper storage bags. 

Rebecca Lowrey Boyd & Lisa Tilse of Australian 

craft and lifestyle blog We Are Scout spray 

painted brown paper with gold paint, then 

assembled the bags with contrasting washi tape for 

a quick home update. We’ll be using them for a 

quirky take on gift wrap too. You can find the 

tutorial in full at www.we-are-scout.com 
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Knit a chunky lounger-style cushion in no time  

at all�with Anne Weil’s arm knitting how-to
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MATERIALS

Q��Wool & The Gang Crazy 
Sexy Wool, 100% wool, 
200g/87m per ball, eight 
balls in Pink Lemonade 
(04) or approx. 640m of 
any super bulky yarn 
(you will knit with four 
strands at a time)
Q��Cushion inner, approx. 

50 x 137cm (20 x 54")
Q��Double or queen size 

blanket the same colour 
as your yarn

Engage those hands and knit up a 

super-sized floor cushion for easy 

weekend lounging. Arm knitting is 
simple enough for even children to 
try – follow the step-by-steps, then 
put it into practice by learning how 
to make the cushion on page 58. 
The photos show three strands of 
yarn being used, but you may find 
it easiest to practice with just one 
at first. If you need a break, run a 
piece of scrap yarn or gift wrap roll 
through the stitches as you remove 
them from your arm.

HOW TO ARM KNIT

Casting on
01 Begin by using three strands 
of yarn to knit at the same time, 
treating them all as one strand of 
thick yarn. Leave a tail of yarn for 

cast on stitches (about 1m (1yrd) 
for�every 10 stitches required). 
Make�a slip knot, place it�on your 

right wrist and tighten it. The 
working yarn goes from your arm 
to�the balls�of yarn. The tail refers 
to�the cut (short) end.
02 Make a loop with the tail so 
that the remainder of the tail hangs 
in front of the loop. 
03 Hold the top of the loop with 
your right hand. Put your left hand 
through the loop and grab the 

working yarn.

04 Pull the working yarn through 

the loop. Drop the yarn (tail) you 
held with your right hand. 
05 Put the new loop you've made 
over your right hand. 
06 Pull the working yarn and tail 
apart to tighten the stitch on your 

arm. Repeat Steps 2 to 6 to add 
cast on stitches. 

Knitting from right arm to left arm
07  Pick up the working yarn and 
place it over your thumb on your 

right hand. Close your fist over the 
working yarn.
08 Holding on to the working yarn 
in your fist, pull the first stitch from 

your right arm over your fist. 
09 After the old stitch is over your 
fist, drop it. The working yarn has 

HOW TO MAKE… ARM KNITTING
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Reader offer

Get 20% off Wool & The Gang's Crazy Sexy 

Wool with the code MOLLIEMAKES20. Valid 

until 5 May 2015. www.woolandthegang.com
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come through the old stitch and has 
made a new one.
10 Take the new stitch in your right 
fist, turn it a half turn clockwise 
and place it on your left arm. Giving 
your stitches a half turn as you go 
ensures that your new stitches won’t 
become twisted.
11 The part of the loop or stitch (the 
leg) that is closest to you should 
extend to the working yarn. 

Repeat Steps 7 to 11 for the armful 
of stitches. To keep the stitches 
tight, grab the working yarn close 

to the hand/arm you’re moving 

your stitches to. After completing 
a stitch, tighten down the stitch 
just prior to the last one made by 
pulling on the working yarn until 
it’s snug against your arm. When 

working a lot of stitches, keep them 
as bunched up and as close to 

your wrist as you can. Your ‘needle’ 
becomes inconsistent as you move 
towards your elbow.

Knitting from left arm to right arm
12 This is similar to right to left; 
you’re just knitting in the other 

direction. Place the working yarn 
over the thumb on your left hand 
and close your fist.
13  With your right hand, pull the 
first stitch from your left arm up 

and�over your left fist.
14  Drop that old stitch and turn 
the loop in your left hand counter 

clockwise just slightly so the leg of 
the stitch closest to you goes to the 
working yarn.

15  Put loop on your right hand. 
Continue Steps 12-15 for the whole 

row of stitches.

Continue knitting each row right 
to left, then left to right, until you 
reach your desired length, ending 
with the stitches on your left arm.

Casting off
16  Knit two stitches on right arm.
17  With your left hand, pick up the 

first stitch you knitted on your 
right arm and pull it over the last 
stitch you knitted.
18  Knit the next stitch from your 
left�arm and repeat Step 17. Repeat 
Steps 17 and 18 until there’s one 

stitch left. Cut required length 
tail and pull the end through the 
remaining loop. 
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Anne Weil 

Anne used to be an investment banker, 

but decided working with fibre made for 

a�cushier lifestyle. She enjoys winding yarn, 

cold beer and how sunlight on water sparkles 

like diamonds. She’s also a recovering 

perfectionist with a penchant for putting too 

much on her plate. www.flaxandtwine.com

CUSHION PATTERN

01 Using four strands of yarn 
and leaving a 3m tail, cast on 20 

stitches. Knit for approximately 34 
rows, or 137cm (54"), reserving 8m 
of yarn for seaming. Use a sliding 

knot to join each individual ball to 
the next as needed (these small 
knots will be buried in the strands).
02 Cast off. Cut the remaining 

yarn, leaving a 1m (1yrd) length 
to�seam this end.
03 Fold the piece in half lengthwise 

with the purl (bumpy) side out. Turn 
the end with the cast off edges 
towards you so the stitches are 

lined up side-by-side. Seam the 
end together by bringing the tail 

under the first purl bump inside the 
cast off edge on the left side, and 
then bringing the tail under the first 
purl bump next to the cast off edge 
on the right. Continue sewing the 

alternate purl stitches all the way 
up the short edge. 
04 Turn the piece right (flat) side 
out. The process in Step 4 will have 
turned the cast off stitches to the 

outside for decorative effect. 
05 Using reserved yarn, seam 
together the long edge of the 
cushion using mattress stitch. 
Bring the yarn under the outer most 
leg of the stitch on the left side and 
then under the same outer most leg 
of the stitch on the right. Continue 
sewing alternating stitches from 

edge to edge and matching the 
edges row for row. 
06 At the end of the long seam, 
knot together the cast on tail and 
the seaming yarn. Keep this cast 
on�end oriented so that the seam is 

at the top and middle of the piece 
(eventually this seam will run along 
the bottom of the cushion). This 

short end should remain oriented 

this way for seaming after the 
cushion is stuffed, as this final seam 
will run at right angles to�the seam 
at the cast off end.
07 The shape of the cushion comes 
from twisting the stuffing within 
the shell. Wrap a cushion inner in 
the blanket. Twist the cushion 

inside the knit shell so that one 
end stands with the seam vertically, 
and the other end lays horizontally. 
Put any excess stuffing and blanket 
towards the back of the cushion 

to help it stand up, while keeping 
the stuffing thin and flatter towards 
the front to create a lounging shape.
08 Cut and use your remaining 
seaming yarn to slipstitch the final 

end together. Working in-between 
the stitches, bring a loop of working 
yarn through both layers at the 
far right of the seam. Move one 
stitch to the left and bring a loop 
of the working yarn up through 

both layers of fabric and through 
the loop just made. Repeat across 
entire seam. Weave in all ends. 

HOW TO MAKE… A LOUNGER CUSHION
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Mollie Makes Colouring returns with  
a second volume of new and exclusive 

patterns in Mollie’s trademark style.  
Plus there are four free greetings cards  

for you to colour and send so you  
can share your creativity!

VOLUME 2

-XVW�
£8.99!

*

Fun designs to colour today!4 greetings cards

)UHH�
JUHHWLQJV�
FDUGV

4

order your copy today!
Order online www.buysubscriptions.com/craftspecial
Or call 0844 844 0388 and quote ‘Mollie Colouring 2’

Lines open weekdays 8am to 8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm

Overseas please call +44 (0) 1795 414 676
* EUR price £11.99, ROW price £12.99 (all prices include P&P)

Please allow up to 21 days for delivery
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LOOK LANE advertorial

01

02

03

04 05 06

01  THERE’S ONLY ONE AMY LAWS £40.00

A fabulous handmade chambray cotton skirt with 

a raincloud print around the hemline. The fi tted 

waistband and fl ared skirt give a fl attering hourglass 

shape, with a full cotton lining.

www.looklane.com/theresonlyoneamylaws

02  LADYBIRD LIKES £16.00

These lasercut butterfl y collar clips are perfect for 

brightening up any collared shirt - pin one butterfl y 

to each side of the collar for a super cute look.

www.looklane.com/ladybirdlikes

03   SSTUTTER

Born in East London, Sstutter’s accessories demand 

attention. Their Emperor Stag features luxury 

materials with mirrored acrylic detail set on a 

heavy gold plated chain. 

www.looklane.com/sstutter

04  NIKKI STRANGE £4.99

Fresh from her work for Asos and Anthropologie, 

Nikki Strange brings her beautiful print designs to 

stationery. Perfect for jotting down inspiration!

www.looklane.com/nikkistrange

05  ROSA AND CLARA DESIGNS 

‘Pintura’ cushion (£45), ‘Pintura’ lamp shade (£40)

Rosa and Clara’s 100% linen lampshades bring a cute

touch to any room – and their textured linen cushions, 

with luxury feather interior, make a perfect match. 

www.looklane.com/rosaandclaradesigns

06  MISS KNIT NAT £55.00

This gorgeous snood/circle scarf uses three colours of 

fi ne British-spun lambswool, each blended into the 

other in a geometric triangle pattern. 

www.looklane.com/missknitnat

WISH LIST

VISIT US ON WWW.LOOKLANE.COM





65 MOLLIEMAKES.COM 63  

Ceilin� cand�Ceilin� cand�
Add a statement light fitting to 

your ceiling with Leanne Garrity’s 

70s-inspired crochet creation
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MATERIALS

Q��Wendy Merino 
Chunky yarn, 100% 
merino, 50g/65m 
per ball, two balls 
in�Latte (2471)
Q� Plug-in hanging 

pendant light with 
switch
Q  Edison light bulb 

to�fit pendant light
Q��Two hooks for 

hanging
Q��6mm (UK 4, US 

J/10) crochet hook
Q��Scissors
Q��Tapestry needle 

for�weaving ends

ABBREVIATIONS 

(UK)

st(s) stitch(es)
ch chain
ss slip stitch
dc double crochet
tr treble
dtr double treble
ttr triple treble
yrh yarn round hook
dc2tog double 
crochet 2 together: 
(insert hook in next 
st, yrh and draw loop 
through) twice, yrh 
and draw through 
all�3 loops on hook 

FINISHED SIZE

Tailored to fit the 
hanging pendant

TENSION

Tension is not 
important for this 
project; just aim  
for a finish you  
are happy with

If, like us, you can’t get enough 

of all the macramé-style  

hanging accessories around  

at the moment, then you’ll love 
this crocheted twist on the trend. 
Leanne Garrity’s retro-inspired 
cord is surprisingly easy to achieve, 
making this a big-impact project 
for still-learning yarnists.

Suspend over a dining table, 
brighten up a couch corner or go 
for a low-strung bedside ceiling 
light – we’re sure you’ll find the 
ideal spot for it somewhere in your 
home. Add an Edison lightbulb to 
complete the 70s look.

01  Crochet a foundation chain the 

length of the cable from light 
fitting to switch. Depending on 
how you intend to hang your lamp, 
you might be able to get away with 

HOW TO MAKE… A CROCHET LAMP CORD

01 02

0604
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leaving the other half of your cable 
(from switch to plug) crochet-free.
02  Starting at the light fitting 
end,�align your foundation chain 
along the cable and crochet into 

the ch as follows, encasing the 
cable as you go by holding the 
working yarn behind it before 
working through the ch: starting in 
the 2nd ch from hook, and working 
into each ch st along, (1dc, 1tr, 1dtr, 
1ttr, 1dtr, 1tr, 1dc).
03  Continue working along the 
ch, repeating the sts in brackets 
in Step 2 in succession until you 

reach the end of the foundation 

chain. Keep spacing your work 
evenly to avoid your stitches 
bunching up. Fasten off and weave 
in the ends. However, if you’re 
planning on having the entire 
length of your cable on view, then 

repeat Steps 1 to 3 for the switch-
to-plug section of your cable. 
04  Make a separate foundation 
chain to match the circumference 

of your light fitting. Ss into first ch 
to make a circle.
05  Ch1 (does not count as st), 1dc 
in each st around, do not join at the 
end of the round but continue in 

a spiral working 1dc into each st. 
Continue until the tube matches 
the height of the light bulb socket, 

to the point where it begins to 
curve. Now slip the socket into 

the tube and work dc2tog around 
until you have completely encased 
the light fitting. Fasten off and sew 
yarn end to the top of the cable 
crochet section.
06  Fit your bulb and hang the 

cable from two hooks. You could 
twist each crochet undulation to 
point in opposite directions to 
achieve a snaking effect.

Leanne Garrity

Leanne is a self-taught designer-maker who sells 

her fashion accessories online and in boutiques 

around the world, and loves working from home 

in her pyjamas. She lives in the Bavarian Alps 

with her partner and two-year-old son, where she 

has just finished interior designing her second 

Airbnb holiday apartment. www.chichidee.etsy.com

03

07



DON’T MISS IT!
Inspired by the spring fashion 

weeks, we've dedicated this 

special edition of Love Crochet to 

fashion with an issue jam-packed 

full of gorgeous patterns to hook and 

love! From lace-style jumpers to a vintage dress in 

filet crochet and a tartan skirt, there's a look to suit 

every style, shape and ability! Plus, our five-page 

tutorial on hooking garments has everything you 

need to know before you get started.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!
CALL 0844 844 0388 and quote ‘Love Crochet April 2016'

ONLINE www.buysubscriptions.com/craftspecial
Lines open weekdays 8am to 8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. Overseas please call +44 (0) 1795 414 676.  

EUR price £6.99, ROW price £7.99. All prices include p&p. Please allow up to 14 days for delivery.

Love

NEW
  

IS
SUE! 

AT JUST £4.99 
THIS ISSUE INCLUDES:
_ Openwork jumper

_ T-shirt style top

_ Summer shawl 

Plus, all the latest news, events and book 
reviews; a complete guide to making garments 
and a look at crafty couture with the 
young designers putting crochet  
on the catwalk.

Only  

£4.99
including 

p&p

SUMMER LOOKSSIMPLE STRIPES SPRING FASHION

QUICK &
EASY IDEAS

 
ORDER  YOUR COPY 

TODAY!



EXCLUSIVE PAPERS!
Cut, paste and stick these patterned papers  

and motivational posters. Don’t forget to  

share your makes using #molliemakers

Illustrations: SOPHIE GIBBONS WWW.JUNKANDGLITTER.BIGCARTEL.COM

















W��n y�� Su�S�R��e To�A�!

3 Is�U�� f�� £5

This trial o�er is for new print subscribers only subscribing by Direct Debit. You will receive 3 issues for £5 and then save 25% 
on the shop price with a Direct Debit step up of £22.49 every 6 issues. Full details of the Direct Debit guarantee are available on 

request. Prices correct at point of print and subject to change. O�er ends 31st December 2016.

pinterest.com/simpcrochetmag ravelry.com/groups/simply-crochet

facebook.com/simply_crochet twitter.com/SimplyCrochet_

SUBSCRIBE TODAY: GET 3 ISSUES FOR £5!
https://craft.buysubscriptions.com/SCRP2H 

OR call +44 1604 828 741 & quote code SCRP2H

Lines open 8am-9.30pm weekdays 8am-4pm Saturdays



Try our interactive iPad and iPhone editions of Mollie Makes Crochet,  

Mollie Makes Social Media and Mollie Makes Sewing magazines

ALL MOLLIE MAKES TITLES ARE AVAILABLE ON  
NEWSSTAND FOR IPAD, IPHONE AND IPOD TOUCH

To see our full collection, visit
myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/ipad-magazines

specials

Collect your digital

Q You can now purchase a digital edition of our 
Mollie Makes specials – ready to read wherever 

and whenever you need a bit of inspiration

Q Each purchase is permanently stored in  
your own magazine library



Subscribe at molliemakes.com 65 MOLLIEMAKES.COM 77

LOVING
OH, YOU PRETTY THINGS! MOODBOARDS & MUSINGS TO INSPIRE US

65

�
No matter how 

hectic�life gets, there’s 

no excuse for forgetting 

what day it is when you 

have these Meri Meri 

clips sparkling brightly 

in�your hair. Kids will love 

wearing them to school, 

and we won’t blame you 

for�pinching a couple, either. 

www.berylune.co.uk
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Satisfy those cravings for all things sweet with 

Emma Lyons’ crochet amigurumi doughnuts

Sugar rush
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Emma Lyons

Emma loves sewing, knitting, and creating fancy dress 

costumes for her kids, but her biggest passion is crochet. She 

got hooked after discovering the world of amigurumi and can’t 

stop creating cute dolls and animals. Check her out on Etsy 

www.amiemma.etsy.com or Instagram @amiemmaloves  

MATERIALS

Q��Drops Muskat yarn, 
100% cotton, 50g/100m 
per ball, two balls in 
Beige (23) (Yarn A)
Q��Stylecraft Classique 

Cotton, 100% cotton, 
100g/184m per ball, 
one ball in Fondant 
(3094) (Yarn B), Ivory 
(3665) (Yarn C), Shell 
Pink (3666) (Yarn D)
Q��Small amounts for 

topping: Sunflower 
(3662) (Yarn E), Tropical 
Jade (3676) (Yarn F), Sky 
Blue (3667) (Yarn G), 
Greek Blue (3095) (Yarn 
H), White (3660) (Yarn I)

�

Q��Oddments of red  
yarn for mouth
Q��3.5mm (UK 9, US E/4) 

crochet hook
Q��Three pairs of 7.5mm 

black safety eyes
Q��Soft toy stuffing
Q��Yarn needle
Q��Stitch markers
Q��Scissors
Q��Pins

TENSION

Tension isn’t important for 
this project but make sure 
your stitches are dense 
enough to ensure the 
stuffing isn't visible 

ABBREVIATIONS (UK)

st(s) stitch(es) 
ch chain
ss slip stitch
dc double crochet 
inc increase by working 
2dc into same st
yrh yarn round hook
dc2tog double crochet 
2�together (insert hook in 
next st, yrh and draw loop 
through) twice, yrh and 
draw through all 3 loops 
on hook

FINISHED SIZE

Each doughnut is approx. 
9.5cm (3�") wide and 
4.5cm (17/8") tall

We don’t think we’ll ever tire of 

making our favourite foods into 

amigurumi form – something 

about adding those tiny eyes and a 
mouth turns them from simply tasty 
to mega-adorable. These colourful 
doughnuts would make fun toys too 
– we can see them being used as 
old-fashioned stacking rings. We’ve 
given suggestions for toppings, 
but of course you can customise 
according to your favourite flavour.

Instructions

These are made in continuous 
spiral rounds. Place a stitch marker 
in the first stitch of each round 
to help you keep track of where 
each round starts and ends. Each 
doughnut is made first. The icing is 
made separately and sewn to the 
doughnut, then embellished.

This pattern uses standardised 
short instructions, for example 3dc 
means 1dc in each of next 3 sts.

Making the doughnut (make 3)

Foundation Using Yarn A, ch24
Round 1 Insert hook into 1st ch to 

HOW TO MAKE… CROCHET DOUGHNUTS
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form ring, work 1dc in this and each 
ch around [24sts]
Rounds 2 to 6 1dc in each st 
around [24sts]
Round 7 (inc, 3dc) 6 times [30sts]
Round 8 (2dc, inc, 2dc) 6 times 
[36sts]
Round 9 (inc, 5dc) 6 times [42sts]
Round 10 (3dc, inc, 3dc) 6 times 
[48sts]
Round 11 (inc, 7dc) 6 times [54sts]
Round 12 (4dc, inc, 4dc) 6 times 
[60sts]
Round 13 (inc, 9dc) 6 times [66sts]
Rounds 14 to 18 1dc in each st 
around [66sts]
Round 19 (dc2tog, 9dc) 6 times 
[60sts]
Round 20 (4dc, dc2tog, 4dc) 6 
times [54sts]
Round 21 (dc2tog, 7dc) 6 times 
[48sts]
Round 22 (3dc, dc2tog, 3dc) 6 
times [42sts]
Round 23 (dc2tog, 5dc) 6 times 
[36sts]
Round 24 (2dc, dc2tog, 2dc) 6 
times [30sts]
Round 25 (dc2tog, 3dc) 6 times 

[24sts]
Round 26 Join the doughnut by 
inserting hook through sts on both 
Round 25 and the original ch24 
and work 1dc all around to close 
doughnut. Start firmly filling the 
doughnut with toy stuffing when 
you're half way around Round 26, 
then continue stuffing the doughnut 
as you go. Round 26 is the base of 
the doughnut.
Cut yarn, fasten off and sew in  
the yarn tail.

Icing rings (make 3)

Make one each in Yarns B, C and D
Foundation ch30
Round 1 Insert hook into 1st ch to 
form ring, work 1dc in this and each 
ch around [30sts]
Rounds 2 to 7 Follow rounds 8 to 
13 given for Doughnut instructions 
[66sts]
To finish, ss into next st, cut yarn, 
fasten off leaving a long yarn tail 
to�sew icing to doughnut later. 

On each icing ring, attach a pair 
of safety eyes between Rounds 5 
and 6, spaced approximately 7 sts 

apart. Using red yarn, embroider a 
smiley mouth over Round 3, using 
the image as a guide. Make sure the 
smile stays in place by adding a tiny 
stitch at the centre bottom.

Position an icing ring on each 
doughnut and use the yarn tail to 
sew in place by stitching around the 
outer and inner circle of the icing 
ring. Sew in yarn tail.

Icing toppings

On the doughnut iced with Yarn 
B, embroider long strand icing 
sprinkles using Yarn E and F.

On the doughnut iced with Yarn 
C, embroider short/dotty sprinkles 
using Yarn G and H.

On the doughnut iced with Yarn 
D, make the drizzle icing using 3 
long strands of Yarn I: ch30 for 
the 1st, ch20 for the 2nd and ch50 
for the 3rd strand of yarn. Pin the 
drizzle to the icing and use the 
yarn tails to sew them in place. Use 
the images as a guide to help you 
position the sprinkles and drizzle, 
or get creative and experiment with 
your own toppings.



Test the range yourself at your local independent sewing retailer and sew with confidence.

With over 100 years’ experience we know a thing or two 
about making great sewing machines. 

Tested and 

Approved

That’s why, when the Good Housekeeping Institute independently tested a range of our 

machines, they passed the rigorous tests and met the high standards required to receive the 

prestigious Good Housekeeping Institute Approved accreditation.

1300

VQ2

Good Housekeeping Institute Expert.

+  “Controls are simple to use and easy to understand” 

+  “Very easy to combine and save customised stitches” 

+  “Great tension control which can be adjusted  
   by 0.2 increments”

+  “Very stable when sewing”

Good Housekeeping Institute Expert.

+�� ”Easy to save and retrieve stitches from the memory”

+  “Thread guide on machine makes it simple to   
  thread without reading the instructions”

+  “Automatic needle threader is very simple to use” 

+  “Stitches can be designed from scratch by drawing  
   on the touch screen”

Our most advanced long arm (11 1/4”, 280mm)

sewing and quilting machine with pivot function 

and extra large 40mm side feed stitches.

Spacious (8.3” 210mm) long arm sewing machine 

with 182 stitches plus 5 styles of lettering. 



Computerised sewing machine with 81 built-in stitches,  

10 styles of 1-step button holes plus lettering. 

Good Housekeeping Institute Expert

“It has a good stitch quality with useful selection of 1-step button holes.”

“There is an easy touch control stitch selection.”

“It is easy to create creative patterns using up to 35 different stitches”

“The backlit LCD screen is easy to read and displays stitch width and length.”

Versatile computerised sewing machine with 40 stitches  

and 5 styles of 1-step button holes.

Good Housekeeping Institute Expert.

“Comes with a good amount of stitches”

“Great speed control, dial is very responsive and gives a good range” 

“Clear and easy to read LCD screen” 

“Very easy to set up and use” 

“Can be operated by hand” 

General purpose machine with 37 stitches, needle threader  

and hard case.

Good Housekeeping Institute Expert

“Very easy to understand and use” 

“Easy to thread and change bobbins” 

“Tension is responsive” 

“Very light in weight and easy to store”

55

20

XR37NT

Great value machine with 27 stitches, needle threader and  

1-step auto button hole.

Good Housekeeping Institute Expert

“Very easy to understand and use” 

“Easy to thread and change bobbins” 

“Tension is responsive” 

“Very light in weight and easy to store”

XR27NT
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GREEN LIVING
Cosy up on spring nights with Laura 

Strutt’s vibrant emerald granny shawl
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MATERIALS

Q��Mirasol Pima Kuri, 
100% pima cotton, 
100g/190m per 
skein, six skeins in 
Bag Piper (015)
Q��4mm (UK 8, US G/6) 

crochet hook
Q��Tapestry needle

ABBREVIATIONS 

(UK)

st(s) stitch(es)
�sp(s) space(s)
 ss slip stitch
�ch chain
 ch-sp(s) chain space(s)
�dc double crochet
 tr treble
magic ring hold 
thread in your hand 
and wrap working 
yarn around forefinger 
twice to create ring, 
slip ring off your finger 
and insert hook to pick 
up first st, ch1, then 
work the necessary sts 
for row 1 and close the 
ring tightly by pulling 
the loose end

FINISHED SIZE

86cm (34") deep 
x�173cm (68") wide

TENSION

24 sts and 8 rows to 
measure 10cm (4")

The days are growing longer, 

and we’re spending many an 

evening out in the garden with 

a cup of tea and a good book. 
This cosy shawl is just the thing for 
keeping wrapped up in – based 
on traditional granny squares, the 
design is simple to conquer, and 
the bright colour gives it a fresh 
look. You could also switch it up 
and make a striped version by 
alternating the colour yarn you 
use�every couple of rows.

This shawl is constructed from the 
top down so you can measure the 
size against yourself as you work 
and adjust as desired. Increase  
the size by continuing the pattern 
as set, remembering to increase 
yarn amounts to accommodate  
a larger design.

Instructions

The shawl is worked top down from 
the centre back in rows.

Foundation Start with a magic 
ring, ch1, 3dc into ring and draw up 
tightly to close the ring, creating a 
small half-moon shape with 3 sts. 
Turn and continue in rows.
Row 1 ch3 (counts as 1tr here and 
throughout), 2tr in first st, ch2, miss 
1 st, 3tr in last st, turn [two clusters 
of 3tr and one 2ch-sp]
Row 2 ch3, 2tr in first st, ch1, [3tr, 
ch2, 3tr] in 2ch-sp (centre line 
made), ch1, 3tr in top of starting 
ch3 from previous row, turn [four 
clusters of 3tr, two 1ch-sps and one 
2ch-sp]
Row 3 ch3, 2tr in first st, ch1, 3tr 
in first 1ch-sp, ch1, [3tr, ch2, 3tr] 
in 2ch-sp, ch1, 3tr in next 1ch-sp, 
ch1, 3tr in top of starting ch3 from 
previous row, turn [six clusters of 
3tr, four 1ch-sps and one 2ch-sp]
Row 4 ch3, 2tr in first st, ch1, 3tr in 
first 1ch-sp, ch1, 3tr in next 1ch-sp, 
ch1, [3tr, ch2, 3tr] in 2ch-sp, *ch1, 
3tr in next 1ch-sp; repeat from 
* once more, ch1, 3tr in top of 

HOW TO MAKE… A GRANNY SHAWL

Modern Crocheted Shawls & Wraps

This project appears in Modern Crocheted 

Shawls & Wraps by Laura Strutt, published 

by CICO Books (£12.99). To purchase a 

copy at the special price of £9.99 including 

free UK p&p, call 01256 302 699 quoting 

GN2. For more information, please visit 

www.cicobooks.co.uk.  

starting ch3 from previous row, 
turn [eight clusters of 3tr, six 1ch-
sps and one 2ch-sp]
Row 5 ch3, 2tr in first st, ch1, 3tr 
in first 1ch-sp, ch1, *3tr in next 
1ch-sp, ch1; repeat from * until you 
reach the 2ch-sp, [3tr, ch2, 3tr] in 
2ch-sp, ch1, **3tr in next 1ch-sp, 
ch1; repeat from ** to end, 3tr in 
top of starting ch3 from previous 
row, turn [two clusters and two 
1ch-sps increased]
Row 5 sets pattern.
 
Continue working repeats of Row 
5 for a further 45 rows [50 rows 
worked in total – 100 clusters of 
3tr, 98 1ch-sps and one 2ch-sp].
Do not break yarn but turn and 
continue to the picot edging.

Picot edging

Row 1 ch1 (does not count as st), 
1dc in each st and 1ch-sp to  
end, working [1dc, ch1, 1dc] in  
2ch-sp, turn. 
Row 2 ss in first st, *[ch3, ss in 2nd 
ch from hook] (picot made), miss 1 
st, 1dc in next st; repeat from * to 
end, working last st as a ss rather 
than a dc (note that there should 
be 1dc in the centre ch1). Break 
yarn and fasten off.
 
Making up and finishing

Weave in all loose ends and  
block to measurements, paying 
close attention to the picot  
edging and gently pulling the 
points into shape. Your shawl's  
now ready to wear or gift.
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Adventure 
calls
Bring the wild west to the 

playroom with Dana 

Kalatsky’s secret pocket 

teepee cushions
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MATERIALS

Q��Four 31cm (12") 
squares of fabric 
(we used Papier 
and Meadow by Art 
Gallery, Aztec by 
Quilters Showcase 
and Creating New 
Traditons by Fabric 
Traditions)
Q  Ribbon scraps, 

15.5cm (6") long
Q��Toy stuffing
Q��Scissors
Q��Thread and needle
Q��Sewing machine
Q��Pins
Q� Iron

We all know some of the greatest 

adventures of childhood happen 

in the playroom – whether it's a 

game of hide and seek or cowboys 
and Indians, kids’ imaginations are 
always running wild. So fuel that 
creative play with a fun teepee 
cushion, featuring a secret pocket. 
You could stash a wobbly tooth 
here for the tooth fairy, or keep 
secret notes, coins or any other 
treasures that need to be kept safe 
from nosy parents and siblings.

Experiment with using different 
textured or patterned fabrics on 
each side for a sensory experience, 
or customise by embroidering a 
name. For a sturdier teepee, try 
adding lining or fusible interfacing 

on the back of your fabric before 
cutting your pattern pieces out. 
All seam allowances are 0.5cm (�").

01  Cut out the templates on page 
100. Pin the pattern pieces to your 
fabric and cut out along the lines. 

You should have four triangles for 
the teepee body and one rectangle 
for the pocket.

Assembling the teepee
02  Fold the pocket in half so the 
two short sides meet up. Iron flat. 
Pin the pocket onto the front 

panel in whatever position you 
like best. Sew onto the front of 
the�teepee with the folded edge 
at�the top, using a top stitch.

03  With right sides (RS) together, 
pin front panel to one side panel, 
lining up corners and side edges. 
Starting your seam 0.5cm (�") from 
the corner, sew across the raw 

edge. Stop 0.5cm (�") from the 
second corner. Open up and press 
seam allowances towards the front 
panel. We’ll be sewing each seam 
in this fashion until all the panels 
are sewn together.
04  RS together, pin the remaining 
side panel to the front panel. Line 
up corners and side sew across 

the raw edge, leaving 0.5cm (�") 
free on each end open, and press 
seams toward the front panel.
05  Continuing in the same fashion, 
pin and sew the two side panels 

HOW TO MAKE… SECRET POCKET CUSHIONS

01 02

0605
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together to make the back seam. 

You should be able to see the 
teepee shape coming together.
06  RS together, pin one edge of the 
bottom panel to the bottom of the 
front panel, lining up the corners 
and edges. Sew across the raw 
edge, leaving 0.5cm (�") free on 
each end. Now do the same for the 

other edge of the bottom panel 

and one side panel. RS together, 
pin the remaining side panel 
to the last edge of the bottom 
panel, lining up the corners and 
the edges. Sew across the edge, 
leaving 0.5cm (�") free on each 
end plus a 6.5cm (2�") opening in 
the centre of the seam for turning 
and stuffing later on.

Finishing
07  Trim all the corners and turn 

the cushion RS out through the 

hole. Press lightly along the seams. 
Stuff with your filling of choice, 
making sure the corners are firm 
and the bottom is flat. Hand sew 
the bottom opening closed using 
a�neat slipstich.

08  Look through your ribbon and 
trim stash and dig out two or three 
pieces that will stand up well as 
the teepee poles. They should be 
about 15cm (6") long. Fold them 
in half and hand sew them to the 

top of the teepee, then trim them 
to the length you like. Now just find 
a�spot for the teepee to stand in.

Dana Kalatsky

Dana is the designer and maker behind Apple 

White Handmade. She lives in sunny Arizona 

with her husband and three children. You can find 

more of her designs for sale at www.applewhite.

etsy.com, and she’d also love a peek at the teepees 

you’ve made – give her a shout on Instagram  

@applewhite_handmade.

03 04

0807
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PLUS CROCHET FLOWER
PINCUSHION KIT 

Make in an evening!

66

COVER GIFT AND CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE PLANS!

MAKE IT
¤ CUSTOMISED MOLLIE DOLLS ¤ EMBELLISHED T-SHIRT  
¤ SHRINK PLASTIC COLLAR CLIPS ¤ FELT WALL HANGING  

¤ DOODLE TRAINERS ¤ KIDS’ FISHING GAME
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Quick-bake liberty 
print biscuits

statement makes  
witH perler beads

weave a paracord  
summer deck chair
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life In miniature
Fill a mini terrarium with Afsaneh 

Tajvidi’s teeny weeny clay cacti



08 09

11 12
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MATERIALS

Q�Polymer clay 
Q�Liquid polymer clay 
Q��Mini wooden pot 

(from Hobbycraft) 
Q��Toothbrush 
Q�Scissors 
Q�Jewellery wire
Q� Needle
Q��Polymer clay blade
Q��Wire cutter
Q��Flat nose pliers

Everything’s always better in 

miniature. Shrink down your 

cacti garden so it’s teeny tiny 

enough to fit into the smallest of 
terrariums. We're thinking terrarium 
bauble hanging from a shelf, 
maybe? And�although they’re only 
small, they’re definitely mighty – 
guaranteed to never die.

Preparing the pot
01  Make a brown clay ball.
02  Push it inside your wooden pot 
and flatten the surface.
03 Insert 1cm (3/8") jewellery wire 
halfway into the clay using flat 
nose pliers. Make one per cactus.

Leafy cactus
04 Make 10 to 12 4mm (�") 
diameter green clay balls. Roll each 
into a bicone (fat in the middle and 
thin at each end) and smooth out.
05 Hold the bicones side by side 
and press gently together.
06 Using a thin polymer clay 
blade, cut the end to create a flat 

bottom. Attach to the pot using 
some translucent liquid clay.
07 Use your fingers to gently curl 

the ends of the cactus stems.

Prickly cactus
08  Make four clay balls in 

different colours for the pot, 

cactus body and flower. Roll the 
green clay into a long teardrop 
shape. Cut some small pieces of 
toothbrush bristle. 
09 Using flat nose pliers, insert 
each toothbrush bristle piece 
halfway into the clay to create 
‘thorns’ in a straight line. Repeat 
to�create five equally-spaced lines.
10 Cut the end of your cacti with 
your blade to create a flat bottom 

and attach to the pot using some 
translucent liquid clay.
11 Slightly flatten your flower ball 
and gently press it on top of the 
cactus. Indent it using your needle, 
forming a star shape.

HOW TO MAKE… MINI CACTI

02 04

05 07

Leafy Cactus Prickly Cactus
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12 Place the smallest ball on top 

and push it very gently with your 
finger to stick it to the cactus.

Orange flower cactus
13 Roll a ball of green clay into a 
short, chubby teardrop and cut 
the end to create a�flat bottom.
14  Use a needle to pierce tiny 

holes in the clay surface to create 
a dotted line. Repeat four more 
times to create five equally-spaced 
dotted lines. Attach it to the pot.
15  Make five 3mm (1/8") clay balls 
and form each one into a pointed 

petal. Arrange them into a flower 
and press together.

16 Attach the cactus to the pot 
using liquid clay, then attach the 

flower to the cactus.
17  Make three small balls, flatten 
them and stack them on the 

centre of the flower. Press gently 
to stick, then pierce a hole in the 
centre using a needle.

Pink flower cactus
18  Make a 1cm (3/8") green ball and 
two smaller contrast colour balls.
19 Roll the green ball into a long 

teardrop shape, then place on a 
flat surface and shape into a long 

pyramid. Cut the bottom and tip.
20  Gently create a dotted line 

using a needle. Repeat two more 
times on each side.
21  Slightly flatten the pink clay 

ball by pressing it gently between 
your fingers.
22 Apply translucent liquid clay 
onto the tip of the cactus and 
attach to the pot as before.
23  Attach the ball to the cactus.
24  Place the smallest ball on top 
and flatten it using your nail.

Pear cactus
25 Roll a small log of red clay. 

Divide it into five equal segments, 
and then roll each one into a 
1.5mm (1/8") ball.

13 1914 20

15 2317 24

Orange Flower Cactus Pink Flower Cactus



pear Cactus
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26  Make two green balls, one 1cm 
(3/8") and one 4mm (�"). Roll the 
green balls into teardrop shapes 
and flatten with your finger.
27 Use a needle to create a dotted 

pattern on each of the cacti stems. 
Cut off the bottom of both stems 
using your blade.
28  Place the smaller stem on the 

big one and push it to stick. Roll 
each red ball into a teardrop shape.
29  Using the needle, make fairly 

big holes on the edge of the 
cactus stems. Widen them by 

rotating the needle in a circular 
motion while the tip is in the clay.
30 Insert each little red teardrop 
into these holes and push very 

gently to fix them in place securely. 
Attach the cactus to the pot using 
translucent liquid clay. Arrange in 
a�miniature home.

26

29

27

30

Afsaneh Tajvidi

Afsaneh Tajvidi (also known as JooJoo) is an 

illustrator and designer, living and working in 

Toronto, Canada. When she's not keeping busy 

with her illustration work, she loves to create 

colourful clay miniatures including tattooed snails 

and tiny kokeshi dolls. See more of her work at 

her blog www.joojoo.me.

HOW TO MAKE… MINI CACTI
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Sew up Theresa Gonzalez’s wear-anywhere Pixie 

dress for easy-like-Sunday-morning style

The Weekend Dress
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MATERIALS

Q��Light- to medium 
weight cotton fabric, 
115cm (45") wide 
(see chart for size)
Q�Coordinating thread
Q�Sewing shears
Q�Tape measure
Q�Tailor's chalk
Q�Pins
Q�Hand sewing needle

This classic shift dress is the 

epitome of go-anywhere ease. 

It's great for layering on not-so-

warm days, and the addition of 
pockets makes it practical, too. Pair 
two contrasting fabrics, or use just  
one for simplicity.

Before starting, download all 
the pattern pieces from www.
molliemakes.com and cut out 
in your desired size. If using a 
directional patterned fabric, cut 
pattern pieces 1 and 2 in the same 
direction (this may require extra 
fabric). For a simpler project, leave 
the pockets and stitch up the side 
seams instead.

Seam allowances are 1.5cm (5/8"), 
unless otherwise stated. Bottom 
hem allowance is 3cm (1�").

Cutting the yoke
01  Fold both selvages toward the 

centre of the yoke fabric, right 
sides (RS) together, and press.

HOW TO MAKE… A SHIFT DRESS

XS S M L

Yoke 0.5m (�yrd) 0.5m (�yrd) 0.5m (�yrd) 0.5m (�yrd)

Dress 1.5m (11/8yrd) 1.6m (1�yrd) 1.6m (1�yrd) 1.6m (1�yrd)

02 Pin pattern pieces 3 (front yoke) 
and 4 (back yoke) to folded fabric 

as shown above, ensuring that the 
pieces are lined up on the fold lines 
as indicated, then cut them out.
03 Pin pattern pieces 3 and 4 down 
a second time and cut. You will 
have a total of four yoke pieces.
04 Transfer all markings to the 
wrong side (WS) of the fabric.

Cutting the dress
05  With the dress fabric RS 
together, fold in half lengthwise, 
with selvages lined up. Press.
06  Pin the remaining five pattern 
pieces to WS of fabric, according 

to the cutting layout. Please note 
that you’ll need to cut piece 7 (the 
pocket) twice, so you have four 
pocket pieces in total.
07 Cut out your fabric along the 
pattern outlines.
08 Transfer all markings to the  
WS of the fabric.

Sewing the yoke
09 Align one set of the front yoke 
and back yoke pieces along the 

shoulder edge, RS together. Stitch 

seam and press open. Repeat on 
second set of yoke pieces.
10  Edge stitch the yoke shoulder 
seam on one set of the joined 

yoke pieces, 2.5mm (1/8") from the 
seam line on both sides. This piece 
will be referred to as the yoke and 
the second set of the joined yoke 
pieces will be the yoke facing.
11  Align the neckline raw edges 
of the yoke and yoke facing, RS 
together, matching the shoulder 
seams; pin. Stitch neckline seam.
12  Clip along the curves, grade 
seam allowances, and press seam 

open. Turn yoke RS out and press 
flat along the neckline seam.
13 With RS of yoke facing up, edge 

stitch around the neckline 2.5mm 
(1/8") from the edge.
14  Press the bottom raw edge 
of the front yoke facing under by 
1.5cm (5/8") to WS. Repeat on back 
yoke facing.
15  Fold under the yoke and yoke 
facing armhole raw edges 1.25cm 
(�") to WS and press. Clip the 
curves. Align the yoke and yoke 
facing armhole edges and edge 

stitch them together 2.5mm (1/8") 

Cutting Layout for Pattern Pieces (Yoke)Cutting Layout for Pattern Pieces 1 - 2, 5- 7 (Dress)
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from the edge. Be sure to keep 
the bottom edge of the yoke 

facing folded under to make the 
yoke facing 1.5cm (5/8") shorter than 
the yoke when edge stitching the 
armholes together. Set yoke aside.

Sewing the dress
16  Align raw edges of front armhole 
facing to armhole of dress front, RS 
together. Stitch facing to armhole. 
Repeat for second armhole. Clip 
curves, press seams, fold facings 
to WS of dress, press flat along 
the seam, edge stitch 2.5mm (1/8") 
in from edge. Finish raw curved 

edge of facings. Repeat with back 
facings and dress back.
17  Align dress front top raw 
edge with yoke front raw edge, 
RS together, keeping the folded 
front edge of the yoke facing free. 
Stitch the dress front and yoke 

together, then grade and press 
seam allowances toward the yoke. 
Place yoke facing folded edge over 
seam allowance and blind stitch 

edge to the seam allowance, 

sewing very close to the seam line. 
Repeat with dress and yoke back.

Sewing the pockets
18  Align one pocket piece 
alongside seam of dress front, RS 
together, matching up notches 

on�each piece. Pin pocket in place. 
Repeat on opposite side seam with 
a second pocket piece.
19  Stitch pockets to dress front 
from notch to notch, using a 1cm 
(3/8") seam allowance. Press seam 
as�sewn, then flip the pocket 

over�so both dress and pocket 
are RS up. Press flat along seam, 
keeping seam allowances folded 
toward pocket. Edge stitch along 

the seam, 2.5mm (1/8") from the 
seam on the pocket side. Repeat 
the previous two steps on the dress 
back with your remaining pocket 
pieces. You're almost done!

Finishing
20  RS together, align the front 

and back dress pieces alongside 
the raw edges. Pin from top edge 
of seam (just under armhole) and 
around outer edge of pocket to 
bottom edge. Stitch side seams, 
and continue down to the bottom 
edge. Press and finish the seams.
21  Fold and press bottom hem 
under 3cm (1�") and blind stitch in 
place. To do this, hand stitch under 
the folded edge at the seam so 
the knot is hidden and you're only 

stitching through the fold. Pierce 
through to RS at a diagonal and 
make a small stitch before coming 
back to the fold. Stitch through the 
fold again and con tinue making 

small stitches. Press when finished.

Edge
stitching

09

17

11

18

16

20

Sunday Sews

This project appears in Sunday Sews by Theresa 

Gonzalez, a collection of projects that can be 

sewn in a weekend, published by Chronicle 

Books. Mollie Makes readers can purchase a copy 

for the special price of £12.99 (RRP £15.99) 

plus free UK P&P. Please call 01903 828503 

and�quote ref 50530. www.chroniclebooks.com
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The defi nitive event for anyone with 
a love of stitch and creative crafts. 

Supplies, workshops and textile art.

Craft supplies 

in abundance from
 

over 150 com
panies

www.theknittingandstitchingshow.com/edinburgh
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Quote EB16MOLLIE and save up to £2*

Ticket O� er

Products to help you with : 

Knitting • Sewing • Dressmaking • Quilting • Crochet 

Cross Stitch • Interiors • Textile Art • Embroidery

*Subject to terms and conditions.  A £1.50 booking fee will be applied per transaction.



SPRING 

STATEMENT
Create your own chunky gemstone beads with 

Francesca Stone’s genius jewellery tutorial
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HOW TO MAKE… A FAUX GEM NECKLACE

MATERIALS

QWooden beads
QMetal drop pendant 
QGlass beads
Q Sandpaper
QCotton cord
QCord ends
Q Jump rings
QClasp
QAcrylic paint
Q Paint brush
QGloss varnish 

(optional)
Q Flat nose pliers

Struggling to hunt down that 

illusive perfect bead? Here’s a 

nifty way to design and make 

your own rainbow-coloured, 
geometric gems. We went for a 
unicorn-inspired palette but you 
can create your own look, mixing it 
up with contrasting pendants and 
other beads to create a unique 
statement piece for the new 
season. The bigger the bead, the 
easier it will be to sand – don’t be 
scared to go large! But when it 
comes to painting, the opposite is 
true: use a small paintbrush so you 
don’t go over the edges of your 
sanded sections.

01  Take a piece of coarse 
sandpaper and place it on a 
flat surface. Holding the bead 
at both ends, vigorously sand 

small sections flat. Once you’ve 
sanded a completely flat surface 
on one part, move the bead into 
a different position and create 
another. Keep the angles random 
all the way around the bead. 
You should see the angles of the 
gemstone starting to appear as 
you sand different sections. Don’t 
forget to sand both ends too.
02  Once you’ve sanded down all 
your beads, go over them once 
again using a finer sandpaper. 

Now decide on your colour 

palette. Mix up six or seven shades 
of paint to create an illusion of light 
hitting the stones.
03  Paint the different sections 
using your range of colours. Be as 

random as you like, as this helps 
create the gemstone effect. If you 
want to keep your stones a single 
colour, mix a range of hues from 
light to dark and use these instead.
04  If you want a glossy bead, try 
painting three or four layers 

of�gloss varnish. Make sure you 
let each coat dry fully before 
painting the next. You can also 
sand between each coat with wet       

01

04 05

02
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Francesca Stone 

Francesca writes the blog Fall For DIY and 

runs�the craft kit subscription business We Make 

Collective. Sharing her lifelong love of making 

with�her half a million strong online following is 

Francesca’s passion, and drives her to continuously 

experiment with techniques both old and new. 

www.fallfordiy.com 

and dry sandpaper to really make 
them shine.
05  Lay out your beads and have a 

play around with the order you’d 
like them to be on your necklace. 
We mixed up a range of wooden, 
glass and metal beads in different 
styles and textures to really make 
the faux stones pop. Experiment 
with the placement until you’re 
happy, and snap a quick picture 

on your phone so you can 
remember it. Then begin threading 
them, one by one, onto the cord.
06  If you’re using any hanging 
pendants, attach jump rings to 

them using flat nose pliers. Close 

them in place around the cord 
in. Measure the cord length by 
placing it around your neck and 
cutting off the excess.
07  Place one end of the cord in the 
middle of the box clasp and close 

down either side using flat nose 

pliers. Squeeze flat to keep the 

cord securely in place. Repeat this 
on the other end of the cord. 
08  Attach a clasp to the loop on 
one of the box clasps using a jump 
ring and flat nose pliers. Now your 
necklace is ready to wear.

03
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MAKES

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following 
conditions. Just look for this icon.             You can individually hand-make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You 
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part 
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

All the shapes for this issue’s makes. Unless otherwise stated, 

templates are shown at 100%.You can find the full-size  

templates ready to download from www.molliemakes.com

TEMPLATES

FLOWER WREATH
BY DELIA RANDALL PAGE 18

Poppy petals

Branch blossom
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MAKES

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following 
conditions. Just look for this icon.             You can individually hand-make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You 
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part 
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

FLOWER WREATH
BY DELIA RANDALL PAGE 18

Peony petals Anemone petals



104 MOLLIEMAKES.COM 65

MAKES

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following 
conditions. Just look for this icon.             You can individually hand-make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You 
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part 
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

FLOWER WREATH
BY DELIA RANDALL PAGE 18

Anemone leaves

Rose petals
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MAKES

Thank you for making this project from Mollie Makes. We have requested specific permission from designers so that you can recreate and sell selected projects from this issue on the following 
conditions. Just look for this icon.             You can individually hand-make as many as you wish of our labelled projects, to sell either for yourself, your local event or to raise money for charity. You 
cannot sell in shops (online or otherwise) and you cannot go into mass production, which means you cannot manufacture in large quantities, especially by machine. Selling photocopies of any part 
of this magazine, its kits or supplements is prohibited. We don’t mind if you make a copy of the templates for a friend but please do not make any part of the templates or instructions available to 
others through your website or a third party website, or copy it multiple times without our permission. Please respect one another’s copyright. 

FIND

FULL-SIZE 

TEMPLATES 

ON OUR BLOG

molliemakes.com

TEEPEE CUSHIONS
BY DANA HALE-KALATSKY PAGE 86

Photocopy at 150% 

Teepee
Cut 4 from fabric

Cut 4 from interfacing (optional)

Pocket
Cut 1 from fabric

Cut 1 from interfacing (optional)
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When I graduated from uni, I had no choice 

but to move back in with my parents in 

Hampshire. I designed from a computer in a 

bookcase and I painted on the floor. Then my 

brothers went to uni and I took over their rooms  

too. It was very unglamorous – I used to sit 

in my brother’s bedroom painting designs, and 

get emails from people asking to intern for me. 

I�thought ‘If only they could see where I am!’.

I didn’t even realise I had a style, but when my 

prints started being used on the high street, I 

saw online comments saying ‘You can tell this 

is a Nikki design’. It gave my confidence the 

boost that I needed to start my own business.

I didn’t have a plan, I just went with it.

I started from home, selling my prints 

through online art licensing, where you 

upload your artwork on to phone cases and 

cushions and get a cut of the sales. It went 

so well that I’m now producing my own 

products, and have upgraded from the 

Hampshire bedroom to a Hackney studio. 

Print designer Nikki Strange on starting  

a business from her bedroom floor

I  designed from a computer in a 
bookcase and painted on the floor

Browse and buy Nikki’s products at www.nikkistrange.co.uk 

and�follow her on Instagram @nikkistrangedesign

Name: Nikki Strange

Occupation: Print  

and textile designer

Next issue: Queen of terrariums Geo Fleur

Notebooks, coasters, 

phonecases and more 

– Nikki sells her own 

range on Etsy

Fun f lorals 

are�a constant 

feature in 

Nikki’s designs

Currents
  Listening to: Anna Calvi

  Watching: Making A Murderer

  Planning: A trip to Mexico
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www.kpcyarn.com
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#F�r�s�F�i�n�s 

Download your FREE headband pattern at  
loveknitting.com/forest-friends  |  0845 544 2196

15% off your next order 

with code FORESTFRIENDS

*Terms & conditions apply

Patterns by Sincerely Louise


