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el capitan hidden features
We delve into OS X 10.11 to reveal the 

latest improvements, such as better 

searching in Spotlight, smarter Notes,  

side-by-side apps in Split View and more…

The apple lovers’ gift guide
Looking for the perfect gift for someone 

who loves their Mac, iPhone or iPad? 

We’ve got fun and practical ideas for 

everyone (and every budget).

Third-party watch straps
Apple itself offers many variations of 

strap for your Apple Watch, but we take a 

look at some desirable (and economical) 

wrist-wrapping alternatives.

Get a cheaper new 
look for your Watch 
with these bands…
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Blackmagic URSA Mini, the lightweight Super 35 4.6K
digital film camera with 15 stops of dynamic range!

URSA Mini is a lightweight digital film camera featuring an
incredible 4.6K Super 35 sensor with global shutter and up
to a massive 15 stops of dynamic range! The lightweight
and strong magnesium based design is perfectly balanced,
making it comfortable for all day shooting. You also get a
bright 5 inch foldout touchscreen, 12G-SDI connections
and even dual CFast recorders that work in RAW or
ProRes so you can change cards while recording!

URSA Mini 4K From $2,995
URSA Mini 4.6K From $4,995

Electronic Viewfinder, lens and accessories sold separately.
Learn More

https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/products/blackmagicursamini
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The march of technology never 

stops, so neither do we. Mac|Life’s 

website is now part of the new and 

improved TechRadar, so you can 

grab your fix of Mac and iOS news 

over at www.techradar.com.

You’ll get all the latest news and 

tutorials for Mac, iPhone and iPad, 

as well as other trusted reviews, 

news, and how-tos that have made 

TechRadar one of the world’s top 

tech sites. We’ll see you there!
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tutorials at techradar.com
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I’m feelIng a little sentimental this 
month. The gang here at Future US is 
moving into a snazzy new office in San 
Francisco, so I’ve spent the past week 
rummaging through old Mac|Life storage 
cabinets, deciding what to take and what 
to trash. Storage space at our new spot 
will be at a premium, but while I know 
we’ll never need most of our old, obsolete 
Apple products, I’ve found that letting go 
of them is damn near impossible.

How do you chuck an original Bondi 
Blue iMac G3? We’ll never turn it on again, 
but c’mon – it’s in a translucent case! It’s 
shaped like an egg! It was the original 

iMac, the first modern all-in-one computer! Then there’s the box 
filled with iPods of various shapes and sizes, from the stick-shaped, 
clip-on shuffle to the original scroll-wheel iPod. And don’t get me 
started on the Apple IIe sitting at the bottom of the cabinet – I’ll 
find a place for that at the new office even if I have to sit on it.

I’m not usually this reluctant to toss stuff out. I’ve ditched 
Windows PCs without hesitation, but I thought of those only as tools; 
as equipment I needed to get a job done. Once they’d served their 
purpose, I couldn’t care less what happened to them. Not everyone 
would feel the same way, but there’s definitely something different 
about Apple that brings its fans together and binds us. What is it 
about Apple products that not only appeals to people, but makes 
the Apple brand something we identify with so strongly?

In looking back at such a wide array of the company’s creations, 
I think I’ve found the answer. Apple products have always stood for 
something; there’s a vision behind them, a goal. The iPod wasn’t 
designed to be a standard music player; Macs were never made to be 
just another personal computer. Apple reaches for something big with 
everything it does, and even when it falls short, the passion is evident.

Any old beige box can go in the trash, but this stuff? Decades of 
crazy, world-conquering genius? It stays.

RIngIng In the new YeaR

ChRIs slate, Editor-in-Chief

Twitter: @ChrisSlate

>>>ThE TEam

Jo membery
Operations editor 

Jo is disappointed. Turns 

out you can’t pull rabbits 

out of the Magic Keyboard.

mat gartside
art editor 

Mat wonders how many 

dimensions he used his 

iPhone in before 3D Touch. 

matt Bolton
editor 

Thinner. Lighter. Sleeker. 

And the new iPad mini 

looks pretty good too. 
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Loyalty cards 
need a Wallet-
compatible iOS 
app to work.

In the world of watches, additional 
features are known as “complications.”

“Boost notebook battery life” (issue 107, p96) 
was a good article, but it’s missing a big tip: 
adjusting the backlights. Dimming the light 
behind the keys and, especially, dimming the 
screen, has a huge effect on battery life. I keep 
the screen just bright enough to where it’s 
still comfortable to use, and set the keyboard 

backlight at one (or no) bars depending on the light where I am.  
FloYD F.

Thanks for the extra tips, Floyd! I recently realized that I don’t miss 
anything if my screen isn’t at full blast, and now that I’ve gotten used to 
a lower setting, the maximum brightness makes my eyes hurt. Dimming 
the light is a pain-free trade-off for better battery life.

Not that complicated
The word “complications” is used in 

the Apple Watch ads, and I’m totally 

confused. Shouldn’t the word be 

“compilations?” bob lorENZ

i’m not normally a watch guy, so 

that word stumped me at first, 

too. but yeah, apple has it right: 

“complications” is a long-standing 

watch term that refers to any 

feature beyond telling time, such 

as the date, calendar, moon phase, 

and so on. clearly, apple's really 

keen on the heritage of watches!

Disappointed with ioS 9
I am disappointed with iOS 9. The 

updated Wallet app was supposed to 

incorporate store and loyalty cards, 

right? Well, only if the merchant has 

developed a Wallet-compatible iOS 

app. I was expecting to be able to 

import my loyalty cards so I’d have 

everything I need when shopping.

And why won’t Apple let me 

decide which toggles and apps go in 

Control Center? With any Android 

phone you can pick what to put in 

your pull-down shade. Come on 

which was my first, is probably 

going to be my last.  

maTTHEw G. calabrESE

i hate to say it, but an android 

might be a better fit for you, 

matthew. mods, nuanced 

customization, a DiY interface  

– that stuff is more in line with 

an android/Pc mentality than 

apple’s more restrictive 

adherence to its own design 

sensibilities. but to be fair, i don’t 

think it’s unreasonable that some 

of the new initiatives in ioS 9 take 

a little time to ramp up. i mean, of 

course merchants need to design 

their apps to work with wallet – 

how else could your loyalty cards 

get in there? Similarly, any app 

can use the iPad's split-screen 

option, but the developers need 

time to add in support for it. and 

you couldn’t use a long press in 

place of a 3D Touch because a 

long press is already used to move 

apps around the Home screen. 

Apple, let me make the phone my 

own. While you’re at it, let me 

arrange the app icons on my Home 

screen so I don’t have an app sitting 

over my wife’s face.

Multitasking works pretty good 

on an iPad, but only with the apps 

Apple allows you to use with Split 

View. I don’t remember reading 

anywhere that this feature was 

limited to certain apps, most of 

which are just the default iPad apps. 

While I’m on the iPad, the advanced 

text-selection and cursor movement 

options are awesome — so why can’t 

I have them on my iPhone? Until iOS 

9, I had my phone jailbroken. I wish I 

hadn’t upgraded now, but I digress. I 

had a mod that allowed me to swipe 

my finger across the keyboard to 

move my cursor. So, it can be done 

on iPhone and it’s a much easier 

way to move the cursor than 

pressing, holding, and moving.

Why can’t those of us without a 

new 6s and 3D Touch still get a pop-

up menu with a long press of an app 

icon? Beside the obvious fact that 

Apple wants us to buy a new phone, 

of course. I think my current iPhone, 

Your opinions, rants & raves
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Steve Jobs: full of 
fact and fiction 

The biggest and best movie about Steve Jobs 
is in theaters now: here’s what we thought  

BY Matt Bolton

thiS iS the first film about Steve Jobs 
we took seriously: after all, it was 
written by Aaron Sorkin (The Social 
Network, The West Wing), directed by 
Danny Boyle (Slumdog Millionaire, 127 
Hours), and starring Oscar winner Kate 
Winslet and Oscar nominee Michael 
Fassbender. Its concept is intriguing, 
too – it’s based around three scenes, 
each running in real time depicting the 
half hour or so before one of Jobs’ big 
keynotes. The first is in 1984, before 
the unveiling of the Macintosh; the 

second in 1988, with the introduction 
of the NeXT “cube”; and the last in 
1998, with the reveal of the iMac. 
The result is more like a play than a 
traditional movie (compounded by the 
fact that everything is set in theaters 
and opera houses), and is sharp and 
energetic. It’s a great movie on its own 
terms. But we’re not as sure whether 
it’s a good Steve Jobs movie.

In some ways, it’s Jobs’ mythos 
distilled to its purest parts, in its 
simplest narrative: the rise and fall and 

rise. We see a man who’s capricious, 
terse, and impactful. One who lashes 
out with cruelty, but is prone to his 
tender moments. One who demands 
perfection, and doesn’t let up on it 
even when impossible. From the 
stories of Jobs, this sounds like a 
reasonable portrayal – but while 
the broad strokes are fine, it’s the 
details where it stumbles.

We see Jobs being an asshole 
because he just has to be right, but 
we don’t see much evidence of him 
actually being right when he’s being 
demanding. It feels like the myth of 
the Reality Distortion Field sometimes 
takes over the film – that he’s in a 
state of self-delusion all the time, 
rather than someone who sometimes 
is pushing for the harder path because 
he’s certain it’s the best one.

For example, there’s a scene about 
Jobs having looked through dozens of 
photos to find the ideal shot, with the 
joke being that no one but him can tell 
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Feed your mind. Feast your eyes.

the difference between them – and 
that’s it. There’s a great opportunity to 
explain what he saw that made that 
picture better, and talk about why 
details matter. Instead, we just get the 
idea that he’s needlessly picky, without 
any of his reasoning. Similarly, the 
dialogue doesn’t always feel like Jobs 
– though it’s largely excellent and 
engrossing, it’s frequently very much 

Michael Fassbender 
doesn’t look much like 
Jobs, but puts in a 
striking performance.

The film is based 
around three major 
keynotes, spanning 
just over a decade.

Seth Rogen plays 
Steve Wozniak, who 
feels added onto the 
story awkwardly, 
despite the man 
himself consulting 
on the movie.

Sorkin’s voice, rather than something 
you imagine the characters saying.

the eMotional center of the film 
revolves around the relationship 
between Jobs and his daughter, Lisa 
(and, to a lesser extent, with Lisa’s 
mother, Chrisann). Some have said 
that this shouldn’t be such a focus 
– that it’s not what the man was about. 
But it’s myopic to suggest that only 
Apple, only products, were relevant to 
painting an image of Jobs’ life in this 
period. His refusal to acknowledge Lisa 
is the cruelest side of him, and laces 
his barbs in the film towards her or 
Chrisann with an extra layer of venom.

It’s interesting to contrast this with 
his attitude towards Steve Wozniak, 
whom he can’t help but love even 
when they’re in opposition; or Sculley, 

with whom he has a kind of kinship 
even when their relationship becomes 
fraught. Only Joanna Hoffman exerts 
any control over him, and you can see 
why: she’s a great immovable object to 
his unstoppable force, even if she feels 
a little like she exists only to be Jobs’ 
conscience in the film. Woz suffers 
from something similar, but worse 
– he feels almost entirely superfluous, 
as though he’s just there because you 
can’t have Jobs’ story without him.

Tim Cook said that this film doesn’t 
represent the man he knows, though 
perhaps the counterargument is that 
Cook barely knew the man portrayed 
here – Cook and Jobs didn’t meet until 
1998, shortly before the film’s final act. 
But maybe that’s irrelevant – truth in 
art doesn’t require verisimilitude.  
Steve Jobs comes across more as a 
historical drama than a biopic – more 
concerned about giving you an overall 
impression than getting chronology or 
character exactly right. It admittedly 
feels a bit strange to take that approach 
when the film includes people who are 
still alive to comment on it, but it also 
probably produces a better movie. If 
you’d hate seeing the details massaged 
like that, maybe it’s not the film for 
you. But, with the right expectations, 
it’s an captivating story about a 
fascinating, complicated man.
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early
access

With the 4K iMac, 
apple is fully retina 
Well, almost – the few things missing out are 
probably not long for this world By Matt Bolton

Very Kindly, apple 

made our prediction in 

issue 106 about the 4K 

iMac being released 

this year come true, 

launching a 21.5-inch 

Retina iMac with a 

4096x2304 display. 

It comes with a 3.1GHz 

quad-core Intel Core i5 

processor, Intel Iris Pro 

graphics and 8GB of 

RAM as standard, 

starting at $1,499.

Disappointingly, it’s 

only available with a 

5,400 rpm hard drive 

– the kind of part Apple 

moved its notebooks 

away from years ago. 

It’s 1TB, so offers lots 

of storage, but is just far 

too slow for a serious 

machine like this. You 

can upgrade it to a 

Fusion Drive for $100, 

adding flash storage for 

faster file transfers and 

quick access to common 

files and apps – but even 

that is a new Fusion 

Drive configuration with  

less flash storage, so it 

won’t be able to kick in 

as often.

In addition, the RAM 

can only be upgraded 

at the time of purchase, 

so if you want 16GB, 

you’ll have to pay 

Apple’s high prices for 

it. But still – it’s all about 

that awesome display, 

which features a new 

technology called P3, 

allowing for a wider 

color range than before 

(the 5K iMac also 

received this upgrade). 

We’ll have reviews of 

both for you next issue.

This means that all  

Apple’s major product 

lines for the future have 

gone Retina. Well, okay, 

the MacBook Air hasn’t, 

but we think that will be 

totally replaced by the 

12-inch MacBook within 

the next few years. The 

Thunderbolt display is 

also likely just waiting 

for Thunderbolt 3 to 

arrive with 5K support 

before it gets updated. 

Anyway, we can’t wait.

the FlaMe in the Flood $19.99

This survival game has some cool 
ideas. You’re a girl with a dog, 
keeping alive by crafting items 

and food. The world is made up of 
small islands, with a raging river 
pushing you on to new areas, and 

ensuring you can’t go back. It’s 
not too hard to get into and looks 

gorgeous, but its Endless mode 
lack variety (a story is coming).  

Version tested: 0.3.007

Golden rush Free

This is a MOBA, just like big hits 
League of Legends, DotA 2, and 

Heroes of the Storm, but there’s 
little to make it stand out, other 

than putting embarrassing 
scantily clad women front and 
center like it’s advertising on a 
torrent site or something. Try 

one of the games we listed above, 
and give this one a miss.   

Version tested: 13.10.15

Pre-release games and 
software available now

>>>Start
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>>> David Chartier is a content strategist and writer with vast experience analyzing the tech world.  

He runs the website Finer Things in Tech (finerthings.in) and hosts its podcast, The Finer Things In.

W
hen he introduced the 
new fourth-generation 
Apple TV in September 2015, 
Tim Cook declared “We 

believe the future of TV is apps.” It 
wasn’t so much a ground-breaking 
revelation, considering the industry 
has been moving that way for some 
time, but it was a reassurance – a 
long time coming – that Apple is 
ready to open the floodgates and turn 
the living room into a platform. But 
a platform for what?

Think back to the original iPhone 
and iPad. When they debuted, people 
had only inklings of what we could do 
with them beyond send messages 
and make calls. Once the App Store 
arrived, it took time for us to explore 
what was possible, and that mission 
and our understanding evolved as 
Apple improved the store and its 

devices. As Apple added components 
such as a gyroscope, front-facing 
camera, and 4G speed, some pretty 
big doors opened and entirely new 
markets appeared.

i think the Apple TV might be on 
the same trajectory. For years it’s 
been a relatively simple living room 
streaming box, able to play only the 
content Apple decided, such as 
iTunes media, Netflix, and a handful 
of TV apps from direct partnerships.

In this new fourth-generation 
version, Apple TV gains a lot of power 
and, for the first time, Siri and a 
just-about-anything-goes App 
Store. It’s the iPhone and iPad all 
over again: beyond the obvious such 
as games and the Spotifys of the 
world, there is a whole different 
world of opportunity to explore.

With Siri always available in the 
most important room in the house, 
you won’t need your Watch or 
i-device at arm’s length all the time; 
just pick up the new Apple TV remote 
and talk. Plus, now that Siri can 
search inside apps, the living room 
dream of searching once across all 
apps and services, then going 
straight to that movie or kid’s show, 
will become reality. Things get even 
more interesting when you start 
thinking about all the other stuff we 
previously haven’t really done in our 
living room or with our TV. It’s all 
about context.

For example, you can grab your 
iPhone to check tasks for the day, but 
it’s pretty easy to stumble into 
Twitter or dive into email. But what 
if your new Apple TV is running a 
screensaver and you ask Siri to 
display your tasks for the day? Email 
probably won’t seem suited for TV, 
and neither will Twitter unless it’s 
attached to something (think: 
evening news mentioning Twitter 
reactions to an event). Apple TV 
might have elements of focus and 
purpose for these kinds of uses.

But like I mentioned earlier, new 
platforms take time to explore and 
reach potential. My examples will 
likely become rudimentary once we 
all get some real time with the new 
Apple TV. I guess you’ll just have to 
watch what happens next.

An instant classic? david chartier says you’ll 
have to stay tuned to the adventures of the new 
Apple TV to see what it’s really capable of

>the shift

Apps may need 
to be drastically 
rethought for 
the Apple TV.
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Feed your mind. Feast your eyes.

iCarta2 

The company 

behind this 

Bluetooth speaker 

says that many 

people like to listen 

to music in the 

shower or bath… 

so it put speakers 

into a toilet paper 

holder. It’s a novel 

spin on things, 

but we’d suggest 

buying literally any 

other Bluetooth 

speaker before 

flushing your 

$40 away on this. 

KnuckleCase

Do you feel sad that 

getting your iPhone 

out of your pocket 

doesn’t make those 

around you scared 

of being assaulted? 

Well this knuckle-

duster iPhone case 

finally fixes that! 

YellowJacket Case

Ah, but what if you 

actually need to 

defend yourself, 

and your iPhone is 

all you have? This 

case is also a stun 

gun, delivering 

950,000 volts. 

Thumbs Up 

Ear Case

It’s an iPhone 4 

case that looks like 

a massive ear. 

“Hilarious” to aliens 

first discovering 

humor as a concept. 

ToneFone

The Apple Watch’s 

fitness features are 

nothing compared 

to this 3lb iPhone 

case, which turns 

your phone into an 

arm-toning weight.

Hamee Dokkiri 

Hand Case

This iPhone case 

has a realistic 

rubber lady’s hand 

on the outside. You 

can grip it to hold 

your phone more 

securely, or just 

hold it when lonely. 

Because everyone 

feels better with 

a severed hand.

The 6 weirdest 
iPhone accessories

There are some great add-ons for your Apple products. And then there’s these…
BY MaTT BolTon

onE oF THE great things about the 
iPhone is the ecosystem of accessories 
that sprang up around it, letting you 
buy everything from waterproof cases 
to wireless speakers to camera lenses 
to… you get the idea. You might not 
be interested in half of them (well, 
probably more than half), but there’s 
always something that can make your 
iPhone experience just a little better.   

The flip side of the iPhone’s 
popularity, though, is that a lot of crap 
got thrown at the wall while people 
were seeing what stuck. Companies 
came up with some strange, vaguely 
terrifying, ideas. Here are the six 
iPhone accessories that will get you 
the weirdest look when given as a gift. 
(And don’t forget to check out good 
gifts for Apple lovers from page 38!)

Get no fitter at all with the weighty ToneFone.

iPhones are just so handy, aren’t they?

Dumbo just 
called…

A case for real knuckleheads.

>>>Start
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>>> Brianna Wu is the head of development at Giant Spacekat, developer of Revolution 60 on iPhone and iPad,  

and is a regular speaker at industry events, as well as host on the podcasts Isometric and Rocket.

M
y heart broke a bit when 

Apple announced the new 
Apple TV. Yes, it will be an 
amazing device for watching 

television. Yes, using Siri looks like 
a fantastic new interface. But, as an 
Apple entry into the game console 
market, it leaves a lot to be desired. 

It’s worth considering: Apple 
found itself in the game industry 
entirely by accident. In 2015, Apple 
is arguably the most important game 
company in the world. But it’s never 
been a priority in Cupertino. They’ve 
been very slow to develop serious 3D 
tools, and App Store policies have 
consistently discouraged the 
premium pricing model required 
for AAA game development. 

So I was saddened to see that tvOS 
seems poised to deliver more of what 
you get on the App Store – cheap, 
forgettable experiences. 

Starting with the new controller, 
it’s going to be perfect for watching 
television. But, it’s poised to do 
nothing particularly well as a game 
controller. The touchpad area is too 
small to allow for swipe based 

gameplay. And the physical button 
layout isn’t going to excel as a 
traditional controller either. It’s 
like trying to use an old Apple TV 
remote like a Wii nunchuck, with a 
touch area the size of a large postage 
stamp. Because it’s not going to 
mimic iOS touch controls well, 
developers will have to heavily 
rework their games to bring them 
to the world of tvOS. 

I think it’s very telling to see what 
Harmonix cooked up in their demo 
when the new AppleTV was unveiled. 
It wasn’t a serious music game like 
Rock Band, or a graphically intense 
reflex game like Frequency. No, it 
was a simple game where you just 
swing a bat in time to music. The 
graphics were cartoony skeletal 
meshes, relatively cheap to produce. 
It’s a kind of game that’s more of 
what you get on the App Store - and 
that’s the problem. 

The biggest problem with Apple 
TV isn’t the controller – it’s the 
development tools. For the moment, 
you are limited to a 200MB binary, 
which precludes serious 3D content 
and voice acting. Yes, Apple TV will 
let you stream in additional content, 
but that requires using their tools. 
Almost no one serious about making 
3D content uses Xcode. We use Unity 
or Unreal. As a result, games that 
could theoretically be ported to 
Apple TV, like Mass Effect, simply 

can’t be remade in Xcode in an 
economically feasible way. 

For years, developers like myself 
have dreamed of bringing premium 
games to an Apple platform. The 
professional tools like Unreal are 
there. The hardware is there. But, 
the consumers have voted with 
their dollars, and they seem to 
prefer more ephemeral experiences, 
frequently with In-App Purchases. 
Apple TV could have been a moment 
to change all of that.

I’m sure it will be an excellent way 
to play more Peggle Blast…

We waited a long time for a smarter Apple TV, but 
while what we got is a good start, brianna Wu 
says it didn’t go far enough for gaming

>game loop

the controller is like 
trying to use an old 
apple tV remote as 

a Wii nunchuck

The new Apple TV 
controller – OK for 
scrolling up and 
down an on-screen 
menu, but for 
gaming… really?
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MakerArm
makerarm.com
$1,399

>>> We’ve featured 3D printers, material carvers 

and more here… but the MakerArm does it all. 

Yes, it can 3D print material, but it can also carve 

any shapes you need out of wood or metal, and 

it can put the component pieces together, and 

can place screws and fixings into its creations, 

and it can draw precision designs onto the final 

product… it’s a whole manufacturing line in a 

single arm. It can even print and assemble printed 

circuit boards for custom electronics! It takes up 

much less space than most 3D printers too, but 

can create much larger objects.



NextDesk Encore
nextdesks.com
From $1097

>>> Sick of being reminded to stand throughout the 

day by your Apple Watch? Try this standing desk! 

The Encore is made from sustainable wood for its 

top, and includes a motor for lifting it up for standing 

use, or down for when you just need to sit. You can 

see its exact height on its LED monitor, and it has 

programmable memory buttons, so you can set 

different heights for different users and have the desk 

change between with a single press. When you order, 

you can add extras too – such as an ergonomically 

positioned keyboard shelf, a power strip with surge 

protection, a monitor arm, and even a health sensor!

Skarp Laser Razor
skarptechnologies.com
$TBc (around $189)

>>> This issue’s reminder that technology can make 

anything better is the possibility of a shaving razor that 

has no blade at all. In theory, you pass the Skarp over 

your skin, and when it makes contact with hair, it shines 

a specific light wavelength that reacts with hair to 

cause it to basically cut. There’s no sharp edge to 

irritate, and the laser isn’t absorbed by the skin, so 

shouldn’t cause any long-term damage. The Skarp is 

barely a prototype right now, but has met its Indiegogo 

funding targets, so we hope it’ll be reality soon.

Sharp LV-85001 8K TV
sharp.com
$133,000

>>> Sorry if you’ve just bought a 4K TV, but it’s officially 

outdated. Old news. Primitive. No, what you need now 

is this 85-inch 8K TV, with its 7680x4320 resolution. 

It’s super-convenient, too – to watch 8K content, all you 

have to do is plug in four HDMI 2.0 cables. Easy! And 

what 8K content can you watch? Well, there’s… uh… 

give us two seconds [sound of frantic Googling]. 

Okay, there’s nothing. But this is Crave! A mere 

lack of usefulness outside of mega-high-end video 

editing or really expensive signage isn’t going to stop 

us coveting a 33-megapixel screen!
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TOTAL spend$45.96

Avengers: 
Age of Ultron
Way too many actors 
to list here
$19.99
How do you follow up one 

of the top-grossing movies of 

all time? By doing mostly the 

same again, but with a new 

cool villain. If that sounds 

disappointing, you might find 

Marvel’s latest effects 

extravaganza a little on the 

weak side; but if seeing more 

of the Earth’s Mightiest 

Heroes saving the world 

floats your Helicarrier, this 

is as much fun as you’d hope. 

James Spader is fantastic as 

the callous, homicidal Ultron, 

and it’s another great 

ensemble piece. We think it 

lacks a little heart compared 

with Avengers Assemble, but 

is still one of the best action 

flicks around.

HArry Potter 
enHAnced 
editions
J.K. Rowling
$9.99 each
Up until now, you couldn’t 

buy the Harry Potter books 

from any of the standard 

ebook stores – but that’s 

changed with the release 

of the full set, in these special 

editions that are exclusive 

to iBooks. The text is 

interspersed with lovely 

illustrations and animations 

– and even annotations 

throughout the text, made 

by Rowling. We expect that 

not everyone is going to want 

to buy yet another version of 

Potter’s adventures, but we 

love that it’s now possible 

to illustrate these books with 

drawings that come to life 

on their own – a little bit of 

magic for new young readers.

PsycH!
Ellen Digital Ventures
Free ($2.99 IAP 
to remove ads)
This is a really fun idea from 

the developers behind Heads 

Up! (which was essentially 

an app version of that party 

game where someone sticks 

a piece of paper with a 

famous person’s name on it 

to your head, and you guess 

who it is). Like Heads Up!, 

this is a party game to play 

in a room with your friends. 

It’s pretty simple: you just 

answer tough multiple-choice 

questions – except all the 

wrong answers have been 

provided by your friends. Will 

they have written something 

convincing enough to fool 

you? Will you be able to spot 

the kind of thing they’d have 

written and rule it out? It’s 

light, but a good time.

e•Mo•tion
Carly Rae Jepsen
$12.99
Do you really love the ’80s? 

Good, because so does Carly 

Rae Jepsen, and she basically 

put together a crack team of 

the best pop producers in the 

world to create an awesome 

love letter to ’80s pop. Most 

of it’s more involved than the 

simple catchiness of her 

breakout hit Call Me Maybe, 

instead bringing in synths, 

popping bass and distorted 

saxophones to create punchy 

modern tributes to the likes 

of Belinda Carlisle, Cyndi 

Lauper and Janet Jackson.

$50 iTunes Card
How would you blow 50 bucks on music,  
movies, books, TV shows, and apps?

BY mAtt Bolton

>>>Start
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Hidden secrets  of Apple’s 
new os!

El Capitan

OS X
>>>Feature



pple’s latest update to OS X, 
El Capitan, takes its title from 
a vertical rock formation in 
Yosemite National Park. Like its 

namesake, El Capitan rises from Yosemite, the version 
of OS X it replaces – building upon its solid foundation 
to deliver a stronger operating system packed with 
exciting feature enhancements.

In many ways, El Capitan is like a modern version of 
Snow Leopard, the 2009 version of OS X in which Apple 
introduced very few new features. Instead, the company 
rewrote underlying code and focused on improving 
performance for the long term. But that doesn’t mean 
there are no new features in El Capitan – far from it. 
There are some real gems to discover, both in plain sight 
the moment you start using it and as you dig deeper. 
And you don’t need to go looking for them, because 
we’ve picked out dozens so you can make the most 
of your new system right away.

OS X
You can add all sorts of things to the new Notes 

app, from audio recordings to checklists to website 
links, making it far more capable as a scrapbook. 
Mail works much better in fullscreen mode. Plus, 
Safari gives you a way to silence intrusive sites and 
to pin open sites you use often, so they’re accessible 
in an instant with a keyboard shortcut.

Changes to the Photos app, which was introduced 
to OS X in early 2015, make it more convenient and 
more powerful, not least because of its new ability to 
use third-party editing tools. This saves you the hassle 
of having to export pictures when you want to do 
anything remotely ambitious with them.

The Mac also takes great strides in window 
management with a much-improved Mission Control 
and the all-new Split View mode, which enables two apps 
to run side by side, hiding other desktop distractions so 
you can focus more clearly on the task at hand.

There’s plenty more, so let’s get started…

Words: Lucy HattersLey, aLan stonebridge

os X 10.11 is finally here – and we’ve dived 
deep into its greatest new features

Secrets of OS X El Capitan
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Find files using 
natural language
The Mac’s built-in search engine is now 

smart enough to infer some meaning 

from what you enter. It can make sense 

of phrases such as “photos from last week” 

or “messages to Kate.”

You can also express yourself this way in 

Mail. Apple states that you can use natural 

language only there and for file searches in 

Spotlight; you might find that you can use 

specific phrases in other contexts (see next 

step), but we’ve found that Spotlight isn’t 

quite intelligent enough to recognize simple 

variations of these phrases.

3Move and resize
Spotlight’s window is no longer fixed in size 

or position. Press ç+Spacebar to open 

Spotlight, then enter your request. With 

results shown, click and drag on the areas 

either side of the search field to reposition 

the window. The window can be resized 

from its top or bottom edge, or hold Alt 

to resize in both directions at once. 

Reset Spotlight
Once repositioned, the box will appear 

in the same place the next time you press 

ç+Spacebar. To reset it, click and hold 

on Spotlight’s icon in the menu bar.

Weather and more
Weather, stock prices, and sports fixtures 

and results are key categories that have 

been added to Spotlight’s search results. 

Just enter “weather” to get a 10-day local 

forecast for your local area, or specify 

a location, such as “weather in Buffalo.” 

Spotlight isn’t so flexible here as it is for file 

searches; deviate too much and it won’t 

understand. It returns sports fixtures and 

match results when you type a team name, 

for football, soccer, basketball, ice hockey 

and baseball. To look up stock market 

information, enter the word “stock” 

followed by a stock symbol.

1

2

4

pple is determined to make spotlight the 

go-to place for finding anything with 

your Mac. that means not just files and 

folders, but also online information, 

weather reports, your contacts and much more. 

in recent years, Apple has started to blend search 

results from the internet with the ones from your 

Mac, adding a few new sources to make spotlight 

more effective at answering a range of questions.

el capitan gives you the ability to find certain 

things – files, folders and email – by expressing 

yourself using natural language. spotlight then 

interprets your meaning to give you more accurate 

results – such as files you worked on a week ago 

when you want to continue a project.

one small but very welcome improvement is that 

you can also move the spotlight window around. 

once the window is showing results, you can 

increase the window’s height to show more – 

important now that spotlight can search many 

more sources, including various online services.

Among them is weather; you need only enter 

that word to get results for your current location, 

though you can easily look up the forecast for other 

locations, too. As with siri on ios devices, spotlight 

can look up team standings and upcoming fixtures 

when you enter the name of your favorite baseball 

team. it even looks up stock values, though how 

useful you’ll find that depends on your opinion 

of the iphone’s equivalent app.

while siri remains absent from os X, you can 

activate your Mac’s enhanced dictation feature 

– with either a double-press of a key or spoken key 

phrase – to open and control spotlight. Here’s how.

Get better answers than ever before (and more 
of them) from OS X’s built-in search engine

spotlight

spotlight now 
connects to more 
online data 
sources so it can 
find web videos, 
weather and 
sports results.

>>>Feature
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Web video
Search results can include videos from the 

likes of YouTube, Vimeo and Vevo under the 

Web Videos category (but only if “Allow 

Spotlight Suggestions…” is on in Spotlight’s 

preferences). With one of these results 

selected, the video’s description, duration, 

upload date and number of views are 

displayed. Clicking the result takes you to 

the video in Safari. With so many different 

kinds of result shown in Spotlight, keyboard 

navigation is increasingly important. 

Holding ç when pressing the “…” or æ 

key jumps to the first result in the next 

category in the corresponding direction.

Speak your terms
To get over the absence of Siri on Mac, you 

can combine Spotlight’s natural language 

search with OS X’s Enhanced Dictation 

feature, and then speak your search terms 

directly into Spotlight. Turn on Enhanced 

Dictation in System Preferences > Dictation 

& Speech. When the required download 

completes, press ç+Spacebar to open 

Spotlight, and double-press ƒ to open to 

open dictation. Speak your search terms 

and results will appear; you can keep saying 

words to refine them. Double-press ƒ 

again to stop dictating and use Spotlight’s 

keyboard shortcuts to browse the results.

Voice control
Saying what you’re looking for isn’t the 

limit of using your voice to interact with 

Spotlight. El Capitan includes new Dictation 

Commands for navigating Spotlight. In 

System Preferences, go to Accessibility > 

Dictation > Dictation Commands and check 

the “Enable advanced commands” box. This 

adds additional commands to Navigation –

for selecting the next or previous result, 

opening the one that’s selected, and for 

scrolling up/down through the preview 

shown on the right of Spotlight’s window. 

Click a command in this pane to see 

variations on the listed phrase.

6 75
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he revised Notes app in El Capitan 

enables you to add almost any kind 

of file to your notes. 8 You 

can even add audio and video files 

directly inside a note, and play them back 

there too. 9 A neat trick is to record 

audio notes in QuickTime and attach them 

to notes. They show a play button, and they 

work on iOS. The Attachments Browser 

enables you to view every file and piece of 

media you’ve attached to your notes. This 

makes it easy to find things visually. The 

browser’s tabs enable you to switch between 

viewing documents, photos and videos, 

sketches, maps, websites, and audio. 

10 Click an item to select it and then 

press the spacebar to preview it in a Quick 

Look window, or double-click to open it in 

an appropriate app.

11 You can add a location directly from 

the Maps app to a note. Click the Share 

button then choose Notes. The Share sheet 

offers a choice of adding the location you’re 

looking at to a new note or an existing one. 

You can add items from many other apps 

from the Share menu too, including 

web pages from Safari, which display 

the page title, the site address, a two-line 

summary and an icon or an image from 

the page. The Quick Look and double-click 

shortcuts work on maps and websites, too. 

12 You can style the text in your notes 

using a range of predefined text styles: Title, 

Heading and Body, as well as three different 

types of lists: bulleted, numbered and 

dashed. These styles make the app a 

far more effective tool for structuring long 

notes, making them an easier read. 

13 Click the button that shows a tick 

in a circle and a circle will appear at the 

start of the paragraph you’re editing. This 

enables you to add a checklist of items, just 

like you can in Reminders. Each time you 

press ®, a new item is added to the list. 

To stop adding items, add an empty line 

and press ® once more.

One slight disappointment is the lack of 

sketch facility in the Mac version of Notes. 

In iOS 9 you can draw sketches in Notes, 

but on OS X you can’t create or edit them; 

double-clicking a sketch opens it in Preview 

as a non-editable graphic.

14 Deleted notes are now moved to a 

Recently Deleted folder rather than being 

wiped immediately. You aren’t prompted 

to confirm deletion; pressing ∫ or 

the button that shows a trash can moves 

a note to Recently Deleted, from which 

it’s permanently deleted after 30 days.

15 Like the gesture in Mail, a long 

swipe left while the pointer is over a 

note in the list will delete it. 

16 If the “On My Mac” account in the 

folder list is redundant for you because all 

of your notes are synced to iCloud, it can 

be hidden from Notes’ application menu.

the ability to add 
files, links and 
checklists to the 
stock notes app, 
and sync using 
icloud, might 
tempt you back 
from evernote.

A new look for notes
Make notes that contain almost anything,  

including checklists, online research and voice memos

>>>Feature



• Thousands of hours of exclusive,
in-depth content on fascinating
subjects

• Brilliant, award-winning professors
from the Ivy League and other top
schools

• No homework, no tests, no
pressure—just the pure joy
of learning

• Experts from National Geographic,
the Smithsonian, The Culinary
Institute of America, and more

• New subjects, new lectures, and new
professors added every month

• Companion guidebooks to aid your
understanding of the subjects

• Unlimited access and no ads

The Great Courses Plus is a revolutionary new video learning service featuring nearly 5,000
videos presented by the world’s greatest professors. It’s the best way to learn anything.

Access a World of Knowledge with Your
FREE TRIAL of The Great Courses Plus

www.TheGreatCoursesPlus.com/5mac
TRY THE GREAT COURSES PLUS FREE FOR 30 DAYS!

stream from our website or via your tablet, smartphone, or connected tv
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split View multitasking

split View eliminates 
the need to switch 
from app to app, so 
you can work and 
research far more 
efficiently.

plit View enhances fullscreen 

apps by enabling you to display 

two apps side by side. Like 

fullscreen mode for a single app, 

Split View hides the Dock and menu bar, so 

you make use of all available space. Split 

View improves productivity; you might put 

a text editor on the left and Safari on the 

right when researching a subject.

There are multiple ways to enable Split 

View. 17 Click and hold the green 

button at the top left of any window that 

can be switched to fullscreen mode. Half 

the screen displays a blue overlay (which 

depends on which side of the screen the 

pointer is on). Move the pointer to the side 

on which you want that app to appear, then 

let go. Other windows that are capable of 

switching to full screen then appear in 

El Capitan makes fullscreen mode more  
effective to assist your productivity

Mission Control fashion on the other side of 

the screen. Click one of them to set it as the 

other half of that Split View workspace.

18 If you already have one app in 

fullscreen mode, open Mission Control and 

drag a window from the center over the 

Spaces bar at the top of the screen; when 

it expands to show previews of your spaces, 

drop the window onto an app that’s already 

in fullscreen mode to combine the two in 

Split View. See opposite for details of how 

Mission Control works in El Capitan. 

19 To take one app out of Split View, 

move the pointer to the top of the screen 

to reveal the menu bar and both apps’ title 

bars, then click the green button at the top 

left of the title bar of the app you want to 

make a window again. The other app 

remains in fullscreen mode. 

You can adjust the space dedicated to 

each app by placing the pointer over the 

dividing line between them, so the cursor 

changes to show either a single-headed or 

a double-headed arrow. Drag this left and 

right to adjust the space allocation. 20 

OS X automatically assigns what it thinks is 

a sensible split of the screen based on the 

apps you’ve combined. Whether you’ve 

adjusted the split yourself or you dislike 

OS X’s assumption, double-clicking the 

divider snaps to an even 50% split.

Irrespective of the apps you combine and 

the width of your display, Split View can 

display no more than two apps together.

The one sour note for Split View is that 

it requires apps to support fullscreen mode. 

Older versions of Adobe apps and Microsoft 

software doesn’t support it.

>>>Feature



Mission control 
in el capitan gives 
every window gets 
a full preview, unlike 
the way yosemite 
bunched them 
together. the spaces 
bar has also been 
reduced to give 
more space to the 
app previews.

pple has reintroduced a more 

helpful layout as a default 

setting for Mission Control. 

Windows are now spread out, 

with no overlaps, rather than stacked up 

according to the app they belong to, making 

it easier to find the one you want. 21 

You can return to having windows stacked 

up (Yosemite’s default) by turning on 

“Group windows by application” in System 

Preferences > Mission Control.

22 A new gesture for opening Mission 

Control cuts the number of steps for moving 

a window to a new space; try dragging it 

past the top of the screen. The Spaces bar 

at the top of the screen has changed to 

initially display only the names of your 

desktops and fullscreen apps. This gives 

more space for the window previews below. 

Moving the pointer to the top of the screen 

reveals graphical previews of each space, 

as does dragging a window. As in previous 

versions of OS X, dropping a window onto 

another desktop moves it there. However, 

there are subtle changes to what happens 

when you drop a window onto empty spaces 

or fullscreen apps in the bar. 23 

Previously, dropping a window onto an 

empty area would make a new desktop and 

move it there. Now you must explicitly drag 

it to the space that slides in at the right of 

the bar, marked with a +, because El Capitan 

reserves the empty areas for another 

purpose. 24 Drag a window belonging 

to an app that supports fullscreen mode 

over an empty part of the bar and a new 

space named after that app will appear; let 

go to switch the window to fullscreen mode.

Similar actions work as a shortcut to Split 

View. 25 Merge two apps by dragging 

a window or an app that’s already in 

fullscreen mode onto another fullscreen 

app in the Spaces bar. As before, placing the 

pointer over a space and clicking the cross 

that appears at its top-left corner enables 

you to remove it from Mission Control. Any 

windows that are in that space are moved 

to their previous desktop.

Split apart apps
Holding down the Alt key while the pointer 

is hovering over the Spaces bar at the top 

of Mission Control reveals a close icon for 

each space (as it did in earlier versions of 

OS X). Apps that are in fullscreen mode 

or Split View display two arrows pointing 

towards each other; when clicked, those 

apps are switched back to being windows 

on the desktop on which they originated.

Managing windows and fullscreen apps is easier than ever  
with El Capitan’s enhanced version of Mission Control

26
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Swiping to manage messages, fullscreen flexibility, and  
multiple message tabs make Mail more effective than ever

Messaging with Mail

any of Mail’s new features are 

focused on making it more 

practical to work with in 

fullscreen mode, especially 

when composing messages. New messages 

are still created in a panel that’s displayed 

in the middle of the screen, but you no 

longer have to save the message as a draft 

before you can look at other messages. 

27 However, clicking outside of the 

pane now causes it to slide out of the way 

to the bottom of the screen. Click on 

the small bar down there to bring the 

composition panel back into view. This is 

more convenient for copying and pasting 

text or dragging attachments from one 

message into a new one. 28 It isn’t just 

Mail’s main window that can be made to 

take over the whole screen. Any message 

window can be switched to fullscreen from 

its green button, enabling you to compose 

a message on one side of the screen and 

refer to something else – even another 

message – on the other in Split View.

You can also have several part-composed 

messages on the go, without having to 

save them as drafts. 29 Each time 

you create a new message (by pressing 

ç+N or clicking the corresponding button 

in the toolbar), a new tab is added to the 

pane. You can switch tabs using ß+ç+[ 

and ß+ç+].

Managing unread messages is easier with 

gestures that have worked their way across 

from iOS to OS X. 30 Swipe to the right 

while the pointer is over a message in a 

mailbox’s list to mark it as unread, or swipe 

to the left to trash or archive it. Do this with 

two fingers on a trackpad, or one finger on 

a Magic Mouse. 31 If you prefer to 

archive mail, the latter gesture can be 

switched from Trash to Archive in Mail > 

Preferences > Viewing > Swipe Left To…

32 Mail inspects incoming messages 

for contacts and events to add to your 

calendar. If someone emails you with 

information about an event, Mail will search 

for details (time, date, location, and so on) 

and suggests that you add it to Calendar. 

 33 Similarly, it looks for new contact 

information, filling out phone numbers, 

emails and addresses for people in your 

contacts (and suggests when to create a 

new contact record). In both instances, 

you’ll see a prompt at the top of the 

message. Click the blue ”add…” word at the 

right to add or update an item in the related 

app. 34 One small addition that’s 

easily overlooked is the strikethrough 

button in Mail’s Format bar (which is 

revealed by clicking the “A” button in the 

toolbar), rather than having to open OS X’s 

built-in Fonts window. This is helpful for 

indicating changes or suggestions when 

collaborating on text.

Multi-touch gestures 
make it much easier 
to quickly clear out 
unwanted messages.
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Batch renaming
In Yosemite, the app’s Info window only enabled keywords to be set 

on multiple photos at once, but in Photos 1.1 you can simultaneously 

add the same title, description and, of course, location data for all 

photos in your selection. If you then choose to export photos that 

have the same title using that title as their filename, those past the 

first one will have a number in brackets appended to their name.

Extensions
Photos’ editing capabilities take a big step forward with support 

for extensions, which enable third-party developers to make image-

editing tools from their own apps available inside Photos (much 

like on iOS). This saves you exporting an image, editing it elsewhere, 

and bringing it back into Photos. Open a photo and click Edit 

> Extensions > More to view those available on your Mac. 

Extensions are bundled with apps from the Mac App Store.

35

Manually attach locations
one of the great things about snapping photos with an iphone 

is geolocation tagging, which lets you know where photos were 

taken. photos now enables you to manually attach location data 

to photos that lack it, and modify it on those that do. select an 

image and open the info window (ç+I) and you’ll see a row 

labeled Assign a location at the bottom of it. type a place name 

or Zip code and pick one from the app’s suggested matches.

37

Faces
faces has an improved interface. click Albums > faces and you 

can select multiple photos (holding ç to build a selection) and 

drag them onto a face in the middle of the screen to identify 

all of them as that person. this speeds up how quickly you can 

name people that the app identifies in your photos, and in the 

process, you more quickly guide its identifications in the future.

36

38

power up photos
Your photo library and editor packs more  

punch with third-party extensions and geotagging
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coMpAtible web 
Videos cAn be 
streAMed to 
An Apple tV 
witHout Mirroring 
tHe wHole of your 
MAc’s displAy

e spend more time in Safari 

than most other apps, so it’s 

fitting that Apple’s web browser 

has received more new features 

than other app in El Capitan.

Probably the most welcome addition is 

the ability to mute the audio content from a 

website. Sites are increasingly auto-playing 

video and having the accompanying audio 

(usually an advert) blasting out from your 

Mac is excruciatingly annoying. Any tab 

that is playing audio displays a blue speaker 

icon in the Smart Search field – filled in 

when the audio is coming from the current 

tab, and an outline when it’s from another 

tab. 39 Click this blue icon and the 

sound from the current tab will be muted. 

Hold Alt when clicking it to mute all other 

tabs. Be aware that muting audio does 

not stop the video portion playing.

40 If you have multiple tabs open, 

a small black audio icon appears on the 

right-hand side of any that’s playing audio. 

Clicking one of these mutes that specific 

tab, or you can hold Alt while clicking to 

mute all other tabs. 41 Hold ≈ and 

click a tab’s speaker icon to see the same 

options to mute that tab/others, and the 

titles of all tabs that are playing audio; 

42 you can click one of these titles 

to jump straight to that tab.

Safari now goes further in improving 

how you interact with online media. AirPlay 

Video lets you stream video content to 

an Apple TV without having to mirror 

the whole of your Mac’s display. 43 

Compatible video on a website displays 

an AirPlay icon to the right of its volume 

control. Clicking this lists AirPlay video 

receivers on your network and selecting 

one (typically an Apple TV) sends the 

video directly to your television.

44 Safari’s Reader feature, which 

presents a clean view of only the text and 

images that are the real content of a page, 

offers presentation settings beyond 

resizable text. Open Reader by clicking the 

paragraph icon at the left of the Smart 

Search field when viewing a suitable page, 

then click the AA icon on the field’s right 

side to open Reader’s appearance settings, 

which include four background colors 

(white, sepia, gray and black), eight fonts, 

and the old font size adjustment options.

45 Pinned Sites gives you quick 

access to key sites. Pinning is easy: choose 

Window > Pin Tab, or click on a tab’s title 

and drag it to the left of the tab, or right-

click a tab and select Pin Tab. The tab turns 

into a small square on the left of the tab 

bar, showing only a site icon. They remain 

open when you close and reopen Safari, and 

the sites in them run in the background, so 

you’ll hear sounds such as message alerts.

 46 Some of Safari’s keyboard 

shortcuts have changed. Previously, ç+1, 

ç+2 (and so on) opened bookmarks from 

corresponding positions in the Favorites 

Bar. These shortcuts now switch between 

tabs you have open, including pinned ones. 

47 Now, holding down Alt in addition 

to those keys loads an item from the 

Favorites Bar (even if the bar is hidden).  

48 These two sets of shortcuts can 

be reversed by turning off “Use ç-1 

through ç-9 to switch tabs” in Safari 

> Preferences > Tabs.

49 Extensions now require 

developers to be part of the paid-for Apple 

Developer program, the upsides being that 

their code must be signed by Apple for 

security, and they can update themselves 

as long as Safari > Preferences > Extensions 

> Automatically update… is enabled. 

at long last, safari 
catches up with other 
browsers with the 
inclusion of speaker 
icons in its smart 
search field and on 
tabs that enable you 
to mute sites that 
are making a noise 
in the background.

reader is more flexible than before in 
how pages are presented, offering you a 
choice of page colors and fonts in addition 
to an adjustable text size.

surfing with safari
Silence noisy sites, stream online video to  

Apple TV, pin open important sites and much more!
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How to set up two-factor authentication59

What is it?
Two-factor authentication is a new security 

system from Apple. It’s similar to two-step 

authentication, but easier because codes 

are sent directly to your devices (rather 

than as SMS text messages). It also doesn’t 

require users to print out, and store, a 

super-secret emergency key. It also makes 

it possible for Apple to help you to recover 

your account if you forget your password 

and lose your devices.

1 How to set it up
Two-factor authentication is being rolled 

out by Apple to users in stages. It’ll be 

offered to you during setup. If you’ve 

already configured it, you can check your 

status by choosing System Preferences > 

iCloud > Account Details > Security. To turn 

on two-factor authentication you must give 

Apple at least one phone number. In fact, 

it’s best to provide Apple with a second 

number as a backup.

Manage your devices
 A six-digit code is sent to your other devices 

(running El Capitan or iOS 9) when you try 

to log on and enter your password to use 

Apple services such as iCloud, or buy from 

the iTunes or App Stores. Enter the code 

to confirm that you made the request. This 

way, even if somebody hacks your passcode 

they can’t log on to your account. Manage 

your trusted devices in System Preferences 

> iCloud > Account Details > Devices.

2 3

he El Capitan update may not be 

a radical refresh, but it contains 

plenty of interesting and practical 

tweaks that you’ll soon appreciate.

50 One that we adore is that you can 

quickly locate the pointer just by shaking it. 

This enlarges it temporarily to help you spot 

it on a busy desktop. If you find it annoying, 

the behavior can be disabled by turning off 

“Shake mouse pointer to locate” in System 

Preferences > Accessibility > Display.

51 If, in Yosemite, you turned on 

the option to reduce transparency effects, 

consider turning it back off again (in the 

Accessibility pane, under Display). Many of 

the more objectionable instances of it have 

been toned down, such as text scrolling 

behind semi-opaque foreground elements.

52 Invaluable on small displays is the 

ability to hide the menu bar until you need 

it, just like you’ve been able to do with the 

Dock for years. You can enable this in 

System Preferences > General.

practical pointers
It’s the little things that make El Capitan sing.  

Here are the under-the-hood tweaks to investigate

53 The Share menu has gained 

actions to add what you’re looking at to 

Reminders or Notes. If you can’t see these 

options, click on Share > More and ensure 

that they’re checked. They’re handy for 

keeping track of web pages as part of 

research notes, to remind you about things 

like event tickets going on sale, and you can 

add copies of documents from Pages, 

Numbers and Keynote to your notes, too. 

Note that the first time you open Notes 

you’ll be asked to upgrade to a new format 

for storing in iCloud; only do this if all your 

devices are able to run El Capitan or iOS 9.

54 You can get rid of the fake 

clicking noise that Force Touch trackpads 

make by turning on Silent Clicking in the 

Trackpad preferences pane.

55 A Find My Friends widget can be 

added to Notification Center’s Today view. 

Click Edit at the bottom and click the + in 

a green circle next to the widget. Find My 

Friends will display a location warning; 

select Allow to enable it to use your 

location for sharing with friends.

56 Safari now lets you clear your 

browsing history in a less disruptive fashion. 

Open either its application menu or the 

History menu and then hold Alt to see a  

“… and Keep Website Data” option. This 

preserves cookies, which might contain 

settings for web apps, for example.

57 It’s easier to manage your 

downloads on the fly now, rather than 

ending up with a burgeoning folder full of 

them. Open Safari’s General preferences, 

click the pop-up menu labeled “File 

download location” and choose “Ask 

for each download.”

58 In OS X’s color picker (accessible 

in apps such as TextEdit using ç+ß+C), 

the Crayons tab is replaced with a Pencils 

tab with a broader selection of colors. With 

text selected, the appropriate pencil pops 

up out of the arrangement to remind you 

which color you applied to it.

>>>Feature
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Yosemite already puts 

progress bars on each file 

being synced with iCloud 

Drive. However, you might 

find yourself saving not just 

the odd small document now 

and then, but much larger 

amounts of data between 

your Macs and possibly iOS 

devices too. 62 To be 

sure that syncing activity has 

completed, Finder’s sidebar 

displays a circle next to iCloud Drive (if 

it’s not there, go to Finder > Preferences 

> Sidebar to get it) which gradually fills 

to reflect progress. So you can open up a 

Finder window, watch the progress indicator 

and only close down once the circle 

disappears and the sync is complete.

With an especially large amount of data 

transferring to or from iCloud Drive, the 

circle in the sidebar might fill pretty slowly. 

So, Finder has a second, more detailed 

progress indicator available. 63 Turn 

on its path bar (View > Show Path Bar) and 

then browse to iCloud Drive (Go > iCloud 

Drive). At the bottom of the Finder window 

you’ll see an indication of how many items 

are being copied, the total amount of data 

being copied, and an updating total of how 

much has copied across so far. (The figure 

to the left that shows remaining capacity 

isn’t indicative of your iCloud Drive space; 

that’s referring to your Mac’s free space.)

ven Finder has a few new features 

in El Capitan. 60 One that’s 

welcome if you’re not used to the 

subtle convention of selecting a 

file or folder then clicking its name or 

pressing ® to rename it is the addition of a 

Rename option to the contextual menu that 

appears when you right-click the item.

If you use Terminal or programming tools 

in which you need to refer to a file or folder, 

typing the whole path is tedious and prone 

to error, but you don’t have to run the risk. 

61 Instead, right-click the item and 

hold down Alt; you’ll notice that the usual 

Copy command in the menu changes to 

“Copy <Item> as Pathname.” With Terminal, 

you could already achieve this by dragging 

an item onto its window to insert its path 

into the command line, but the ability to 

copy it to the Clipboard provides greater 

flexibility – and it’s easier than dragging a 

file from one space to another if you prefer 

to run Terminal in fullscreen mode.

Secrets of OS X El Capitan

 maclife.com  dec 2015   35

finder
Your file management app now  

makes it easier to work in the cloud

el capitan’s version of Finder makes it clearer when files are 
being synced to or from icloud – right down to the last megabyte.

disk utility
disk utility has dropped features 

such as writing a disk image or 

folder to a cd or dVd. 64 the 

left-hand pane now categorizes 

disks as internal, external and disk 

images, reducing the chance you’ll 

mistake, say, an sd card and a usb 

flash drive of the same size and 

erase the wrong one. 65 the 

right-hand pane is now purely 

informational, showing details of 

whatever you’ve selected on the 

left in a color-coded breakdown of 

its contents. operations are now 

invoked solely from the button in 

the toolbar. some will be grayed out, 

indicating they’re not applicable to 

your selection on the left.

 66 first Aid is equivalent 

to repair disk in older versions, 

checking for low-level structural 

issues. the option to repair 

permissions is gone, because 

el capitan is supposed to check and 

repair them silently for you.

67 the partition feature now 

shows a disk’s structure as a pie 

chart, starting from top-center and 

working clockwise around the chart. 

when partitioning a disk, the app 

will split whichever is selected when 

you click the + button. 68 if 

you need to restore the contents 

of a disk from an image, or another 

drive, that option is available – but 

in the edit menu, not images.



or all the improvements each 

version of OS X brings, there’s 

always room for improvement 

– whether that’s in options for 

putting notifications in an order that works 

for you, protecting your Mac App Store 

account against accidental purchases, 

or assuring you that the website you’re 

designing will look great on computers and 

mobile devices alike. El Capitan takes steps 

to make existing features work better.

69 iBooks has the same presentation 

options as Safari Reader. You can set the 

page background to white, sepia, gray 

or black, each with complementary 

but automatically-chosen font colors, 

and select from eight fonts, including 

Apple’s new San Francisco font that’s 

used throughout OS X, iOS and watchOS.

 70 Whether you’re a parent or just 

concerned about making accidental 

purchases from the Mac App Store, open 

the App Store pane in System Preferences 

and look at the bottom of it to find new 

password settings that define how soon 

after making a purchase – and entering 

your password – the Mac App Store will 

request your password for subsequent 

purchases – immediately or only after 15 

minutes. Free downloads can require your 

password every time, or not at all.

71 Traditionally, OS X would “zoom” 

a window to a best fit for its content when 

you double-clicked the window’s title bar. 

More recently, that action has minimized 

windows into the Dock – a sensible change 

for anyone coming from Windows, which 

also behaves that way. In fact, Yosemite 

gave a choice of these two behaviors, 

but as a checkbox that made it unclear 

to inexperienced Mac users. Apple has 

cleared up this ambiguity with a pop-up 

menu that explicitly lists the zoom and 

minimize options.

72 Notification Center now offers 

three sorting options, up from two in 

Yosemite. The first setting, Recents, puts 

notifications in reverse chronological order 

from the top of the tab down. The second 

one, Recents by App, groups notifications 

by application, so when you receive a 

notification from Mail, say, all of that app’s 

items move to the top of the list, even if 

that means some newer notifications from 

other apps will appear below Mail’s. The 

third setting, Manually by App, groups 

items similarly to the second one. However, 

when this option is selected, apps in the list 

shown in the Notifications preferences 

pane can be moved up or down to set the 

order they’re listed. So, you can make, say, 

Calendar always appear at the top.

73 Image Capture includes a new 

feature that helps to organize photos 

imported from multiple cameras, rather 

than dumping them into one folder. Connect 

a camera to your Mac and click the Import 

To pop-up menu near the bottom of the 

app’s window, then select “Make subfolders 

per camera” to create folders named after 

your camera or its storage card.

74 Maps can now provide directions 

that use public transport, though only in 

a few cities, where it’s been enabled. 

Choose which types of vehicles are included 

in your route suggestions under View 

> Transit Directions.

75 If you design web pages, you’ll 

want to enable Safari’s Develop menu (from 

its Advanced preferences) and then choose 

Responsive Design Mode from that menu. 

This feature is intended to help ensure your 

pages look good on mobile devices as well 

as large displays like your Mac‘s. It places 

controls above the page you’re viewing 

that enable you to switch to various screen 

resolutions and iOS devices, then choose 

Responsive Design Mode from it to reveal 

controls that show how the current page 

will look on various screen resolutions and 

iOS devices. Switch between landscape 

and portrait orientations by clicking 

the device icons.

the little things
We’re not done yet! These last few tips alone are small 

but significant enough to think about upgrading for

>>>Feature
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switch Maps to its 
transit view, then 
zoom out a long way 
and look for blue 
transit badges on 
cities in which the 
app can suggest 
routes that use bus, 
subway and light rail, 
commuter rail and 
ferry services.

notification center now provides three options 
for sorting your notifications: recents, recents 
by app, and Manually by app.





Looking for the perfect gift for 
someone who loves their Mac, 
iPhone or iPad? We’ve got fun 
and practical ideas for everyone

>>> When people buy Apple 

products, they sometimes 

really get into them. It’s no 

surprise – aside from the fact 

that they’re a bit of a cost 

investment, we also know that 

a lot of care has gone into 

designing them. So we get 

protective cases to keep them 

pristine, or cool accessories to 

make them even more useful 

to us. And these make great 

gifts for people – even those 

who are difficult to buy for 

normally. It could be useful, 

attractive or maybe even just 

fun. In this guide, we’ve got 

gift ideas for just about 

anyone, from the practical to 

the frivolous, in a range of 

prices. Enjoy!

words MAtt Bolton

guidegift

lovers’appletHe

 apple watcH sport

$349  apple.com

Gold and rose gold Apple 

Watches are no longer the 

preserve of the rich! the new 

Watch Sport colors are really 

attractive, and make the Sport 

model a more appealing choice 

for fashion fans, especially 

with the new band colors.

 twelve soutH  

forté watcH stand

$59  twelvesouth.com

this charging stand is so 

pretty, and a better fit for steel 

Watch models than aluminum 

options. It’s elegant and 

minimalist, is a pretty good 

price, and the base pad is good 

for holding an iPhone, too.

>>>Feature
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apple 
Music

Want to gift an 
Apple Music sub? 

Give an iTunes 
gift card  

 scoscHe sportclip air

$89  scosche.com

These Bluetooth in-ear buds 

are great for a variety of sports, 

since they can connect to an 

iPhone or Apple Watch without 

the tangle of wires. They wrap 

around the ear to stay secure, 

and last for seven hours on a 

charge of the built-in battery.

 B&o Beoplay a2

$399  beoplay.com

This Bluetooth speaker 

produces astonishing sound 

considering it’s little more than 

an inch thick. Audio powers out 

both sides, and can fill a room 

without being distorted. It's 

expensive, but portable, very 

smart, and well worth it.

 BeyerdynaMic  

custoM one pro plus

$199  beyerdynamic.com

These over-ear headphones 

can be personalized; you can 

choose different speaker cup 

panels and headband covers, 

and even adjust the sound from 

a switch on the headphones! 

They sound excellent, too.

 JBl onBeat Mini

$38  jbl.com

This speaker dock can be found 

online for bargain prices, and 

offers good audio quality for its 

size. It’s wide enough for an 

iPhone or iPad to dock and 

charge. The OnBeat Micro ($32) 

is a smaller version that’s even 

better for a bedside table.

The Apple lovers’ gift guide
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gift note
If you order from 
the Apple Store 
online, you can 

add a free 
message 

 spHero BB-8

$149  sphero.com

Well before the new Star Wars 

film is out, BB-8 is already a 

sensation. This remote control 

toy can be steered from your 

iPhone, or it can run around 

autonomously, “patrolling,”  on 

its spherical body (the head 

is attached magnetically). 

 XcoM: tHe Board gaMe

$36  fantasyflightgames.com

In this cooperative board game, 

aliens are invading, and you and 

your friends/family must work 

together to fight them off. 

You’re all playing against an 

iOS app that acts as a kind of 

opposition AI. It’s great for 

getting people together.

 parrot JuMping suMo

$125  parrot.com

Parrot’s MiniDrone range is 

awesome. There are small 

quadrocopters and even boats, 

but this jumping bot is our 

favorite. Controlled from an iOS 

device, it’s got a camera on the 

front to feed images, and it can 

literally jump up a yard or so.

 steelseries stratus Xl

$69  steelseries.com

This is the best iOS games 

controller right now, and works 

with a huge range of games 

from little indie hits to console 

ports. If you know someone 

who’s really into iPad gaming, 

this is a great buy – and it also 

works with the new Apple TV.

>>>Feature
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 JoBy griptigHt 

gorillapod stand

$17  joby.com

Slot your iPhone into the 

GorillaPod’s clamp and use it 

as a mini-tripod, or wrap its 

legs around things so you can 

put your iPhone anywhere for 

a great shot. Ideal for remote 

shots, timelapse or video!

 olloclip 4-in-1 lens

$79  olloclip.com

Expand your iPhone 

photography options with this 

useful set of lenses, which slot 

over your iPhone 6/6s’s lens to 

add a fisheye lens, a wide-

angle lens, or two levels of 

macro zoom. It’s worth getting 

for the macro lenses alone.

 nova BluetootH  

flasH for ipHone

$59  novaphotos.com

these lED units give better 

results than the iPhone’s flash. 

You can hold them to sides for 

great effect, and alter the 

color temperature  – they 

automatically flash when you 

take a photo in the app.

 eyefi MoBi pro 32gB

$90  eyefi.com

this SD card has a built-in  

Wi-Fi antenna, allowing you to 

view and transfer photos from 

your camera to an ioS device, 

so you can review shots on the 

nice detailed iPad screen. this 

Pro version even enables the 

transfer of raw photos.

 Zepp sensors

$124  zepp.com

Health data is all the rage, and 

Zepp’s sensors let sport lovers 

get in on the act. You can get 

sensors for tennis, golf or 

baseball, and it tracks your 

movement and technique, 

sending data about how you 

play to an iPhone/iPad.
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appy 
Holidays

Don’t forget that 
you can gift apps 
to people from 

iTunes!

 logitecH ultratHin 

From $49  logitech.com

It’s easier to get serious office 

work done on the iPad with a 

keyboard, especially with new 

shortcuts in ioS 9. logitech's 

Ultrathin range has a model for 

all iPads (except the Pro), and 

is a great balance of portability 

with comfort and accuracy.

 KnoMo ipad air 2 

leatHer folio

$80  knomo.com

Knomo makes leather folio 

cases for iPads that stand out 

from the crowd with colorful 

interiors. they’re meticulously 

well made, and come with a 

unique identifier which you 

can register with Knomo.

 fiftytHree pencil

$49  fiftythree.com

only the iPad Pro works with 

Apple’s Pencil stylus, but 

Fiftythree’s identically-named 

option is great for other iPad 

models. It works with a range 

of apps to offer advanced 

drawing features, and comes in 

a selection of lovely finishes.

 twelve soutH  

coMpass 2

$39  twelvesouth.com

We’ve loved this small, flexible 

iPad stand for years. If you just 

leave it on your desk, its a cool 

design that holds the iPad 

securely. But it also easily 

folds down, so you can stash 

it in a bag and take it away.
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 KaneX 6000mah 

Battery

$30  kanex.com

this battery pack can give you 

two full charges of an iPhone, 

or a good charge of an iPad. It 

includes a stand, so it’s great 

for keeping topped up while 

watching video. An 11,000mAh 

version ($40) is also available.

 KaneX ligHtning 

goBuddy+

$20  kanex.com

life essentials: phone charger 

and bottle opener. this is a 

foldaway lightning cable and 

bottle opener in one, and it’s 

been designed to clip onto a 

carabiner, so it can be always 

dangling off your bag.

 tecH21 evo MesH case

$8  tech21.com

these cases offer ideal balance 

between size and protection 

for phones – they’ll withstand 

most drops, but aren’t too 

bulky. the mesh case lets the 

back of the iPhone show 

through, so you don’t cover up 

your gold or rose gold model!

 BelKin MiXit usB caBle

$23  belkin.com

Got yourself a gold iPhone, but 

sick of Apple's boring white 

cables? Belkin’s Mixit range 

includes metallic cables in 

gold, silver, and black, as well 

as bright funky colors. they’re 

also longer than Apple's 

cables, which is really useful.

 twelve soutH  

Hirise deluXe

$55  twelvesouth.com

our favorite stand for the 

iPhone comes in gold, silver 

and black metal finishes, and is 

flexible, so you can mount your 

iPhone naked or in any case. 

this deluxe version includes a 

matching lightning cable, too.

The Apple lovers’ gift guide
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 satecHi 7-port usB 

cHarging station

$49  satechi.net

this hub lets you keep up to 

seven devices charged – plug it 

into a power outlet, then plug 

chargers for your devices into 

its many USB ports. It keeps 

them separated, easy to grab, 

and easily charged.

 iHoMe control  

sMart plug

$38  ihomeaudio.com

Plug this into a power outlet, 

then plug devices into it and 

they can be controlled by 

HomeKit. Well, sort of – you 

can turn them on/off remotely, 

and using Siri. It’s great for 

dehumidifiers, lamps, etc.

 pHilips Hue Base set

$199  meethue.com

Philips Hue is the most fun and 

versatile smart light system, 

and it works with HomeKit 

now! the base set contains 

bulbs and a HomeKit base 

station; set the bulbs’ colors 

and brightness from the app, 

or create presets and use Siri.

 iconic BooK

$48  iconicbook.com

this awesome book by 

Jonathan Zufi is nothing but 

beautiful, detailed photos of 

Apple gear. But not just any 

Apple gear – Zufi has found 

pristine examples of older 

models, as well as some 

incredibly rare prototypes. 

 replica1 plus

$149  brielcomputers.com

the Replica1 Plus is a 

recreation of an Apple I. You 

can buy it in kit form to build 

yourself, just like the old days, 

or get it pre-assembled. It has 

a couple of modernisms to 

make life easier, and could be 

a really fun project.

>>>Feature



Mac|life
A subscripton to 

Mac|Life is a great 
gift! See p96 for 

the options

 satecHi wireless 

Keypad 

$29  satechi.net

Apple’s keyboards lack a 

numberpad, so we bet you know 

someone who’d love one of 

these for doing their finances 

or other number crunching. It’s 

Bluetooth, so can be placed 

wherever’s useful on your desk.

 MatHias tactile pro

$149  matias.ca

These keyboards are expensive 

and noisy, but are so, so good. 

Using the same key switches as 

the Apple Extended Keyboard 

from way back, nothing feels as 

satisfying to type on. (There is 

also a quieter version. Because 

seriously, it’s really loud.)

 logitecH MX  

anywHere 2

$69  logitech.com

This mouse supports a bunch of 

OS X gestures using a dedicated 

button, and is generally very 

comfortable and smooth to use. 

Plus, it works on literally every 

surface we’ve tried it on – even 

a window. We love it.

 twelve soutH BooKarc

$49  twelvesouth.com

This the coolest way to store 

your MacBook when not using it 

– this metal arc holds it upright 

like a monolith, so it takes up 

less space on your desk. If you 

have it plugged into a monitor 

with peripherals connected, 

you can still use it, too.

 stM linear  

sHoulder Bag

$58  stmbags.com

This bag has a padded pocket 

for any MacBook smaller than 

15 in, but also provides pockets 

large enough for the full charge 

cables and loads of other 

accessories. They’re made with 

real users in mind, and it shows.

The Apple lovers’ gift guide
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The besT Third-parTy 
apple WaTch sTraps
Want something different (or cheaper) to the Watch 
bands Apple offers? We put them through their 
paces to find the best of the wrist

by chrisTopher phin

Metal

02

01

>>>Feature
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1. MonoWear Mesh MeTal 

$90 

monoweardesign.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

The mesh here is much chunkier than either 

the Apple or Mintapple’s Milanese Loops, so if 

you want something a little more macho, it’s a 

nice option. It uses a different kind of clasp, and 

it took us a while to get to a setting we wanted, 

but it was then quick to clip on and off.

 

 

2. XisTWear Fashion band 

$125 

xistwear.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

The joy of third-party straps is finding offbeat 

little innovations that you can never imagine 

Apple doing. Available in black, dark gray, gold, 

rose gold, silver or navy, the metal strap 

stretches like elastic so it slips on and off easily. 

There’s a wide range of sizes, and it looks great.

 

 

3. MonoWear silver MeTal 

$100 

monoweardesign.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

At a glance, this might look like Apple’s $449 

Link Bracelet, which might be all you want for 

less than a quarter the cost. Actually, it’s well 

made, but it’s frustrating not only that you can’t 

adjust its size without a tool, but that no tool 

– or manual – is supplied with the unit.

 

 

4. MinTapple Milanese loop 

$152 

mintapple.co.uk 

38mm    42mm
 

 

Yes, this could charitably be called “an 

homage” to Apple’s own $149 Milanese Loop 

(complete with magnetic attachment); and yes, 

it actually costs more despite being not quite as 

nice. But it’s well made, available in gold, black, 

silver and rose gold-colored steel (to pimp the  

Sport colors?), and the adjustability is excellent.
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Leather
Get the classic look for less, 
or just try a different finish, 
with these leather options

01

02

03

04

>>>Feature
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1. case-MaTe signaTure 

leaTher band 

$50 

case-mate.com 

42mm
 

 

This was our favorite leather band. 

The quality of the leather is good, 

and the finishing and detailing is 

unusual enough to be interesting 

without being wacky. It’s quite 

chunky, though, and sadly only 

available for the 42mm Watch. 

Also comes in black. For only 

50 bucks each, buy both.

 

 

2. oliXar classic  

buckle WaTchband 

$31 

olixar.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

This strap, available in black, 

navy, brown and red, has a clever 

feature: in the box you get a 

screwdriver with which you can 

unfasten the strap from its Watch 

adapters, and thus use any old 

watch strap you like. It’s two 

products in one! (Caution: we have 

two, and while the adapters from 

one fit well, the others are loose.)

 

 

3. incipio preMiuM leaTher 

$60 

incipio.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

The slightly mottled finish on the 

leather of this strap looks great, 

and the whole thing feels as much 

like old dry paper than leather. 

Altogether, this means that the 

leather should age nicely, and 

the simple, well finished clasp 

shouldn’t date quickly either. It’s 

a nice choice, and a reasonable 

price given the quality.

4. MinTapple crocodile 

leaTher sTrap 

$106 

mintapple.co.uk 

38mm    42mm
 

 

Get us a crocodile skin strap, and 

make it snappy! Actually, the clasp 

on this closes with more of a soft 

click than a snap. It’s a clever 

system – it looks like a traditional 

buckle, but it’s faster to take on/

off (great for daily charging), and 

is beautifully finished. Mintapple 

offers several colors of strap and 

adapters, as well as alligator, lizard 

or ostrich leathers.

 

 

5. kavaj WaTch 

band barcelona 

$50 

kavaj.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

Available in black and “cognac,” 

this strap is nicely understated. 

The leather itself promises to 

wear nicely, and there’s something 

appealing in the finish of the 

metal elements: it’s similarly 

matt to the Sport edition 

Watches, but slightly darker, 

and we like the effect.

 

 

6. MonoWear leaTher 

$80 

monoweardesign.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

We like the classic simplicity 

of this strap. Available in brown, 

black, creme, navy and poppy, 

and with matt silver, matt dark 

gray or polished silver adapters, 

it’s nothing more nor less than 

a smart, semi-premium leather 

Watch strap. Sometimes less is 

more and we like this strap a lot.

Third-party Apple Watch straps
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Active
Love taking your 
Watch for sports 
or outdoor use? 
Try one of these

01

02

03

04

>>>Feature
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4. incipio naTo sTyle sTrap 

$40 

incipio.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

The rugged, sporty vibe of this 

strap is tempered by how slim it is. 

At not even three-quarters of an 

inch wide, the strap, available in 

three colors, looks narrow even on 

a 38mm Watch; there’s bare metal 

either side of where the strap 

connects to the adapters. That 

might be exactly what you want, 

and certainly the finishing and 

detailing is good.

 

 

5. poeTic sparTan 

$25 

poeticcases.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

If even 60 bucks for the Lunatik 

polycarbonate model is too rich 

for your blood, there’s this, which 

gives something of the same 

effect as the Epik, but cheaper. 

In all senses. Honestly? We'd only 

put our expensive Watch in this if 

any other strap would ruin the 

effect of costume party outfit.

 

 

6. sTrapped & co 

sporT band 

$33 

strappedandco.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

You have to admire this company’s 

chutzpah; this basically is Apple’s 

$49 Sport Band. The differences 

are… the price, the fact that it’s 

available in some other colors 

(yay, yellow!), and the fact that 

the finishing isn’t quite as good. 

The silicone isn’t as pleasant as 

Apple’s fluoroelastomer, but it’s 

surprisingly close.

1. MonoWear nylon 

olive band 

$60 

monoweardesign.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

You can buy this with matt black 

or chrome adapters – and 

Monowear’s are some of the most 

snug adapters you’ll find on a non-

Apple Watch strap – and in a range 

of colors. It’s pleasingly chunky, 

but note that you can’t slide the 

loops for the loose end of the 

strap from their positions, so the 

end might flap on small wrists.

 

 

2. oliXar soFT silicone 

apple WaTch sporT 

sTrap WiTh case 

$23 

olixar.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

To be frank, we’ve put this in the 

Active category, but you actually 

might not want to be too active 

while wearing it; the silicone 

doesn’t grip the Watch especially 

securely. Be aware too that its 

Sport-style strap isn’t designed 

for those with small wrists.

 

 

3. lunaTik epik aluMinuM 

$140 

lunatik.com 

42mm
 

 

This two-part protective aluminum 

case unscrews and splits apart, 

you seat your Watch in it, strap it 

on, then, oh, go wrestle a bear or 

whatever. It really works, too, both 

stylistically and technically. It 

comes in a few different finishes 

and prices, including a $60 

polycarbonate one, if you want the 

security without the high price. 

Third-party Apple Watch straps

 maclife.com  dec 2015   51



03

02

01

Funky
Want something totally 
different for your look? 
We can help there, too

1. caseTiFy apple WaTch band 

$70 

casetify.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

You can buy this strap with a range of 

different designs preprinted, or you can opt 

to add a completely custom design of your 

own through Casetify’s app or website. The 

straps themselves are a little thick and stiff, 

and seventy bucks is a lot of money, but 

what price individuality? ($70, apparently.)

2. case-MaTe brilliance band 

$80 

case-mate.com 

38mm    42mm
 

 

The beauty of interchangeable Watch 

straps… you can choose something sober 

and sensible for the day, and then click in 

something sparkly and fabulous for a party. 

At $80, you’d probably want to be doing 

quite a bit of partying to justify this leather 

and crystal strap, but hey: new excuse!

3. case-MaTe edged leaTher band 

$50 

case-mate.com 

38mm
 

 

Maybe we’re being unfair, but it seems like 

Case-Mate decided the 38mm Watch – and 

this leather strap with its streak of bright 

color – are for women. That’s a shame; 

women can choose the 42mm model, and 

men are equally likely to love this well-

finished, unusual, high-quality strap.

>>>Feature

52   dec 2015  maclife.com



Up-to-the-minute technology news
In-depth reviews of the latest gadgets

Intensive how-to guides for your kit

VISIT TECHRADAR, THE UK’S LEADING
TECH NEWS & REVIEWS WEBSITE

TECHNOLOGY. TESTED.

www.techradar.com
twitter.com/techradar facebook.com/techradar



Whether you’re 
managing a busy 
schedule at work, at 
home, at a freelance 

business, or even for an entire 
office staff, staying on top of 
projects and appointments has 
become one of the most crucial 
roles of the smartphone and 
tablet. One new app has a very 
good handle on helping get 
things done, but it’s strictly 
for the iPad crowd right now.

Daytime offers a no-nonsense 
user interface with separate tabs 
for Projects, Contacts, Task, and 
Calendar entries across the 
bottom of the screen, plus a fifth 
Home button focused strictly on 
what needs to be addressed today 
and in the next seven days. From 

Daytime
Make your schedule as clear as day
$9.99  Developer DK Consulting, dk-daytime.weebly.com

Platform iPad  Requirements iOS 8 or later

Daytime

  Drag-and-drop calendar events

  Inbox for quickly adding undated tasks

  Extensive sample data and user guide

   Currently no iPhone or Mac version

great 

No matter 
how packed 
your schedule 
may be, Daytime’s 
Calendar view 
manages it 
with simplicity.

here, you can tackle the most 
current tasks in a color-coded 
timeline, quickly making sense 
of even the busiest of weeks.

The design is well thought-
out, and those new to Daytime 
can first browse a sample fully 
populated with data to help get 
up to speed quickly. There’s even 
one-tap access to an extensive 
user guide. Daytime syncs with 
iOS and OS X Reminders, but 
also ties directly into contacts 
(including public or private 
groups) and projects, to give a 
broader scope of what’s ahead.

The Tasks tab features an 
Inbox for quickly adding entries 
without having to know exactly 
how they’ll fit into your overall 
schedule first. Tasks can also 
be attached to projects, with 
a progress bar showing what 
percentage of that work is 
already completed, and what 
has been delegated to specific 
users or companies from the 
full-featured address book.

Tapping an email address 
allows sending new messages 
without having to exit Daytime, 
and Calendar events can be 
dragged and dropped to change 
start or due dates with a tap and 
hold. It’s a comprehensive 

package, but missing one or two 
pieces of the puzzle – namely, 
companion apps for iPhone and 
Mac, which the developer says 
are already in progress.

Considering the wealth of 
available features, Daytime 
is worthy of a look for those 
dissatisfied with their current 
GTD (“get things done”) 
solution. There’s also a free 
Lite version available, although 
it doesn’t actually do anything 
aside from run the sample data.

the bottom line. Daytime 
is a comprehensive app for 
efficiently tackling even the 
most challenging schedules. 
While it works great on iPad, 
you’ll have to rely on other 
tools for getting things done on 
iPhone or Mac for the time being. 
j. R. bookwalteR

Projects connect to other Daytime data, 
offering a useful progress bar.
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ReBoard bills itself as a 

“revolutionary keyboard” 

that consolidates nearly 20 

different services into a single 

place. Using actions enabled via an on- 

screen Command key, users can schedule 

calendar appointments in natural language 

input, perform unit conversions, and search 

for images, nearby places, Wikipedia entries, 

or just about anything else on the web.

As a keyboard, ReBoard aids faster (but 

not necessarily more accurate) typing using 

a variety of gestures: swipe up to delete 

entire words at a time, type alternative 

characters, and add emoji, or glide a finger 

across the spacebar to move the on-screen 

This app has a funny history 

of being both embraced 

and shunned by Apple. It’s 

currently being embraced, so 

make the most of it now! Basically, it lets 

you create your own shortcuts for doing 

things on iOS – it can simply launch apps 

for you, but it can also perform complex 

actions within those apps, queueing up 

common tasks for you, effectively. You can 

access these shortcuts either within the app 

itself in a grid, or through its Today view 

widget, or through 3D Touch on compatible 

phones (though some can also be activated 

by location or through other triggers). It’s 

also massively expandable thanks to 

ReBoard
A keyboard that’s more reasonable than revolutionary
FREE  Developer Gursimranjeet Singh, reboardapp.com

Platform Universal  Requirements iOS 8.1 or later

Launch Center Pro
Save time on complex actions
$4.99  Developer Contrast, contrast.co

Platform Universal  Requirements iOS 8 or later

good 

good 

If you go for the IAPs for the four actions, 
ReBoard does make app access very swift.

Launch Center Pro is not immediately intuitive, 
but it’s a real time-saver when you’re proficient.

cursor, for example. You can also double- 

tap ReBoard’s word suggestions to view 

variations, but this feature didn’t work 

consistently for us on iOS 9.

Like many third-party keyboards, 

ReBoard also comes equipped with color 

themes; three are included, with another 

eight available via In-App Purchase. 

Although the app is free, four actions — 

Dropbox, Google Drive, Slack, and local 

search — require IAP, but everything can be 

unlocked for a reasonable one-time fee.

Some of ReBoard’s features seem a 

bit gimmicky, but once you adapt to it, it 

does save time versus switching between 

multiple apps. Unfortunately, as a keyboard 

integration with IFTTT. Basically, it’s there 

to make certain tasks easier to do on iOS.

At least, that’s the plan. Launch Center 

Pro can be very daunting – you might have 

an action in mind you want it to do, but 

finding the right options isn’t easy. There’s 

a huge number of possible actions, and the 

categorization used is only helpful half the 

time. You also don’t build complex tasks in 

easy to follow workflows, but rather just 

choose from a list and see a URL that 

represents it build up.

Still, the possibilities are huge – but it’s 

great even for something a little smaller. We 

were able to add a button to get directions 

back home in Maps right to the Today 

ReBoard is a bit sluggish, with less theme 

variety and customization than other apps; 

there’s also work to be done adding missing 

services such as OneDrive and Instapaper.

thE bottom linE. Not quite a 

revolutionary jack-of-all-trades, but the 

built-in actions and typing shortcuts make 

it worth a look. j.R. bookwaltER

widget, along with a button to lock the 

brightness to 100% for correctly exposing 

video. Both are helpful, and took seconds. 

thE bottom linE. It could do with 

being friendlier (though there are guides 

available), but you might find this app 

invaluable once you get started with it. 

matt bolton
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Twitter isn’t nearly 
as good or useful 
without a mobile 
app, but Twitter’s 

own iOS app is… let’s say, “ok.” 
Thankfully, iOS has no shortage 
of Twitter apps that range from 
good to great, but Tweetbot from 

Tapbots is on the very 
short list that can be 
called excellent. With 
this major upgrade, 
Tapbots has refined its 
Twitter experience in 
ways big and small, 
and unified its iPhone 
and iPad editions.

Tweetbot 4 is about 
making one of the best 
Twitter experiences on 
any platform even 
better, and becoming 
a stronger iOS citizen. 
A longstanding 
complaint about 
third-party Twitter 

Tweetbot 4
An upgrade worth tweeting about
$9.99  Developer Tapbots, tapbots.com

Platform Univesal  Requirements iOS 9 or later

Tweetbot 4 makes it easy to view an 
individual profile and the new Activity 
feature means you can now keep on top 
of favorites and retweets.

TweeTboT 4

  A feature-full, polished iOS citizen

   Even more support for unique 
Twitter features

  New Activity view is a home run

   Can’t DM photos (a Twitter limitation)

awesome 

clients, Tweetbot included, is 
that they don’t have an 
aggregate view of what’s 
happening with your account 
– who retweeted you, who 
favorited that tweet, new 
followers, and so on. Twitter 
keeps much of this data close to 
its chest, leaving third parties 
with their hands tied.

Thankfully, the new Activity 
view in Tweetbot 4 solves this 
complaint and, dare I say, it’s 
better than Twitter’s own take on 
it. It’s an aggregate view of your 
day’s accomplishments – new 
followers, retweets, and favorites 
– as well as a continually 
updating list of when tweets get 
new attention. If yesterday’s 
tweet gets some new favorites 
today, it’ll bump back to the top 
of the list and show you the total 
number of retweets and favorites 
it has ever received. It’s a great 
way to see what people liked and 

what is still making the rounds 
on Twitter. Other big additions 
include support for the latest iOS 
features, such as 3D Touch on the 
iPhone 6S and 6S Plus, replying 
to a tweet or DM from a 
notification, and using Apple’s 
new Safari in-app browser. That 
last one is a big deal because 
Tweetbot’s in-app browser now 
includes any ad blockers you 
have installed and it doesn’t 
require you to log into known 
sites, which saves a lot of time.

Tweetbot 4 has a new two-
column view in landscape on 
iPad and Plus-size iPhones, and 
it also supports iOS 9’s new Slide 
Over, Split View, and Picture in 
Picture iPad options so you can 
check Twitter while you work 
in other apps. There are plenty 
of other Twitter-specific 
improvements too, from a better 
view of user profiles to more 
granular mute settings for when 
your friend is obnoxiously 
tweeting the latest sports game, 
but you don’t want to unfollow.

In short, it’s difficult to find 
something to complain about. 
Tweetbot 4 for iOS would be a 
steal at even twice the price. 

the bottom line. Tweetbot 
4 is a great new version of the 
best Twitter client on iOS. 
DaviD ChaRtieR
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If you’ve ever learned, or tried 

to learn, a musical instrument, 

you’ll know that it’s often 

frustrating or even boring: 

behind every impressive improvisation, 

stunning solo or semi-competent strum 

there are hours and hours of trying to find 

what notes work where. Musiclock changes 

that, and it’s a fun tool for expert players 

and songwriters too.

Musiclock helps you learn scales in a 

very easy way. Pick the scale you want – 

Major Pentatonic, say, or Blues – and then 

choose a backing track. You can then 

choose the key, start the track and play 

along, either with your own instrument or 

Riffstation is for people that 

can already play a musical 

instrument and want to jam. 

It cleverly works out, and 

displays, the chords to accompany any 

music video on YouTube, supporting guitar, 

piano, and (for some reason) ukulele. The 

chords appear in a bar along the bottom 

of the screen as the video plays. It works 

with any music video you can throw at 

it because it works the chords out 

automatically. Sadly, the app only deals 

in major or minor chords, which means 

the subtleties of a suspended seventh will 

forever be lost, and along with it all the little 

details that make a song sound just right.

Musiclock 2
Apple loves this music app. You will too
$2.99  Developer Perttu Pölönen, mymusiclock.com

Platform Universal Requirements iOS 7.1 or later

Riffstation
For those about to rock, we salute you
FREE  Developer Sonic Ladder, play.riffstation.com

Platform Universal  Requirements 7.1 or later

awesome 

soLID 

There are two modes, one with on-screen piano 
and one with guitar tab charts.

Riffstation theoretically works with any song on 
YouTube, but some come out better than others.

with the on-screen piano. That latter option 

highlights the notes that fit in your chosen 

key, so if you stick with them you’ll never 

play a bum note.

If you want to transpose the track to a 

different key, just spin the wheel. You can 

also switch to a view for guitarists (on iOS 

8 or later), which replaces the on-screen 

piano with tablature charts showing 

where to stick your fingers.

The range of backing tracks is 

impressively vast, encompassing everything 

from chilled electronica to bebop, 

Scandinavian metal, and alt rock, and 

playing along never feels like work. It’s a 

handy tool for songwriters, too: messing 

On the positive side, it gives you the 

basics for pretty much any song recorded. 

Simple three-chord classics like The Beatles’ 

Twist and Shout work well in this strum-only 

world; riff-heavy material such as AC/DC’s 

Back in Black, less so. Intricate guitar 

solos and prog rock masterpieces? Forget 

it. We got the best results by finding videos 

of rock stars doing acoustic versions of 

their songs in a ready-made strum-along, 

format (thanks, Dave Grohl!).

One feature worth noting is that you can 

tell Riffstation that you’re using a capo on 

your guitar and it will adjust the chords 

appropriately. There’s no way to slow the 

song down to help you practice, and 

around with the available options and 

playing over the top is a great way to 

come up with new melodies for your 

own compositions. 

thE bottom linE. Musiclock is 

great for beginners and plenty of fun 

for more experienced musicians too. 

GaRy maRshall

Riffstation doesn’t always get it right either, 

but it’s usually close enough for rock ’n’ roll.

thE bottom linE. If you’re a guitarist 

and want to play your favorite song exactly 

like the original, then get the rather brilliant 

Capo touch app, but for no-frills, keyboard-

friendly chord-collaborating action, 

Riffstation rocks it. GRaham baRlow
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Spellstone is a blend 
of card collecting and 
battling, using your 
deck of cards to 

defeat an opponent’s character 
– much like the smash hit 
Hearthstone (and many older 
card games, of course). What’s 
different here is that each turn, 
you play one card into a queue.

All but the weakest cards have 
a turn timer that counts down 
before they become active. Once 
they do, they attack the enemy 
card in the queue opposite their 
position. If there isn’t a card in 

Spellstone
Maybe Sellstone would’ve been a better name
FREE (with IAPs)  Developer Kongregate, kongregate.com

Platform Universal Requirements iOS 6 or later

The art is fun and colorful, but hardly 
up to Hearthstone’s standards.

spellstone

  Easy and addictive to play

  Variety of game modes and challenges

   Strategy elements are very shallow

   Design encourages players to spend

solid 

that slot, they attack the enemy 
character directly.

The simplicity of this setup 
is a big part of the game’s 
appeal. As you progress through 
the nonsensical story, you’ll get 
to play with cards that have 
special powers. Armor, for 
example, protects a card from 
damage; Bolt wounds a random 
card in the enemy queue instead 
of the one opposite. There’s a 
choice of heroes too, each with a 
special ability – so you can tweak 
a deck of 15 cards to work with 
that and with each other. It’s just 
about enough to put ripples on 
the game’s shallow depth.

Sadly, though, all the games 
you play in Spellstone are against 
the AI, and the AI isn’t very 
clever. There’s a bounty mode 
where you get to play decks other 
people have constructed, but you 
still actually play against the 
dumb ol’ computer.

In spite of these failings, 
Spellstone has that certain 
something that keeps you 
coming back. It’s easy to slip 
in and play a few rounds, and 
there’s just enough mental 
engagement to make it fun. This 
is the sort of thing you can play 
while you “second screen” in 
front of the TV. 

There are quests to do for 
bonuses, which you can spend 
on acquiring and upgrading new 
cards. Get enough and you can 
combine card pairs into new, 
more powerful cards. It’s got 
that catchy loop of upgrading-
stuff-to-play-more-to-
upgrade-stuff down to a fine art.

Once you’ve got a taste for 
upgrades, Spellstone becomes 
mean with its raw materials in a 
bid to push you to the IAPs. As a 
free-to-play game, there’s the 
usual energy system and variety 
of in-game currencies. You can 
earn meager amounts through 
play, but it doesn’t keep pace 
with the ever-increasing cost 
of enhancements. The resulting 
frustration and the lack of depth 
make it hard to love the game 
long-term.

thE bottom lInE. A fun and 
attractive digital card gathering 
affair that eventually proves too 
light and too greedy for regular 
players. mAtt thRowER
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Cavernaut puts you in charge 

of a spaceship that’s stuck at 

the bottom of a cave system, 

and tasks you with getting out. 

You press on the screen to fire its single 

measly booster engine, and tilt your device 

to change direction, all the time fighting 

with gravity. But you’ve got limited fuel to 

find your way through the branching paths, 

your ship can’t survive many meetings with 

the walls, and it’s a long way up.

Fortunately, the cave is surprisingly well 

equipped (yet not mapped, inexplicably), 

meaning there are fuel platforms you can 

carefully land on to refill your tanks, so you 

can continue your journey. And useful 

SPL-T’s developer, Simogo, 

usually makes weird, cool 

story games, full of interesting 

twists and little secrets. But 

here it’s made a puzzle game, stripped back 

to its barest essentials – the visuals could be 

from the ’70s, and the music and sound 

effects aren’t much more complex. You 

interact with it in a single way. And yet, it’s 

one of the most complex games to hit the 

App Store in a long time.

SPL-T is about splitting. You tap the 

screen to split it into two boxes. Then tap 

again in one of those boxes to split it. You 

alternate between splitting things vertically 

and horizontally. When you make a set of 

Cavernaut
Take one capsule, over and over again
99¢  Developer Jan Schoenepauck, cavernaut.com

Platform Universal  Requirements iOS 5.1.1 or later

SPL-T
Why don’t you make like my opinion and…
$2.99  Developer Simogo AB, simogo.com

Platform Universal  Requirements iOS 7 or later

Good 

Good 

Did you know that Cavernaut isn’t even a real 
word? We looked on Google and everything. 

SPL-T has a few secrets – such as the ability to 
change its display color. How? We’re not saying.

power-ups are littered throughout the 

paths, often slightly hidden, which push a 

risk/reward line for exploration – look down 

one path and you might find a gadget that 

points you towards the fuel platforms, but 

will you run dry if you take the detour?

If you’re familiar with old “lander” 

games, Cavernaut will feel familiar in a lot 

of ways, but it’s a nice spin on the idea, and 

good fun. That said, it feels a little anemic 

overall. There are lots of secret collectibles, 

but they’re just fluff, so can be ignored. The 

only power-up that really matters is the fuel 

platform pointer, and while you can upgrade 

your ship in many ways for future runs, 

again, fuel is everything. And while there’s 

matching smaller boxes, they lock, and 

numbers appear inside them, counting 

down – they disappear when it reaches 

zero, making room for new boxes. You 

just keep splitting until you run out of 

places you can make a split.

Of course, you get better over time, 

and you learn its intricacies – you can speed 

up the countdowns in a certain way, for 

example, so with the right planning, you can 

create useful chain reactions. It doesn’t play 

like it at all, but it still kind of reminds us of 

iOS classic Drop7 – you can get by just 

fiddling about to get a personal high score, 

but with planning and foresight, you can use 

its systems quite cleverly.

lots of replayability in its procedurally 

generated maps, its biggest threat is mining 

lasers that kill you in one go, and you see 

repeated setups that are horrible – more 

frustrating barrier than fun challenge.

the bottom line. A fun little game 

with good tilt controls, but a little 

frustrating, too. matt bolton

We struggled with it, long-term though. 

We can see the genius of its many strategic 

options, but couldn’t get our heads around 

them – it seems more fun if you can. 

the bottom line. An exceptionally 

smart game, pared back to just the 

essentials – but it may be too strategically-

focused for some. matt bolton
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Free-to-play iOS 
games have a bad rap 
– especially when 
they come from EA 

(let us never forget the fiasco 
that was Rollercoaster Tycoon 4). 
Happily, Need for Speed: No 
Limits does actually offer a 
decent amount of gameplay for 
its nonexistent price – but still, 
let’s get the money talk over and 
done with. The game’s main 

Need for Speed: No Limits
EA’s racer has a slightly misleading title
FREE (with IAP)  Developer Electronic Arts, ea.com

Platform Universal  Requirements iOS 6.1 or later; iPad/iPhone 4 or later

We can’t wait for car HUDs that really  
highlight turns like this for us.

You win car parts 
in events, and  
can slot them  
into your engine… 
for a fee.

need for speed: no limits

  Drifting feels pretty satisfying

  It’s possible to enjoy a decent portion of 
the game for free

   Races are frustratingly short

   You don’t actually control your speed

oK 

campaign is powered by “fuel 
points,” of which your tank 
holds 10. Entering a race costs 
fuel, and your tank is refilled 
when you level up. Running on 
empty? You’ll get a top-up after 
a spell in the pits, or by buying 
more with gold bars – which are 
available in exchange for actual 
money. Sure, it would be nice to 
just have that limitless gameplay 
the title promises, but we’ve 
seen far worse.

While we’re still on the 
positives, No Limits looks 
stunning, and boosting, drifting 
and darting past other cars all 
feel great. Car customization is 
modular and basic, but it’s in 
there. But then the frustrations 
set in. Those nitro boosts and 
drifts? They, along with basic 
left/right steering, are your only 
controls. You may have a need 
for speed, but your only flirtation 
with the actual accelerator is at 

the start of each race, where you 
have to manage your revs so that 
you’re in the green zone of an 
RPM gauge to give yourself a 
decent launch. That aside, you’re 
in the racing-game equivalent of 
an endless runner. Except for the 
endless part. There are various 
types of event on offer – races, 
time trials and so on – but they 
don’t require any real shakeups 
in terms of strategy. Drive like a 
vaguely competent roadster and 
you’ll be through, especially in 
the earlier stages. What’s more, 
they seem to take place on 
incredibly similar – often 
identikit – stretches of road. The 
most irksome thing, however, is 
their length – some even last 
less than 30 seconds.

This would perhaps – at a very 
long stretch – be understandable 
if you were to think of No Limits 
as an on-the-go racer designed 
to be played in short bursts. But 
No Limits requires a constant 
internet connection. No data/
Wi-Fi? No keys for your ignition. 
It seems thoroughly at odds with 
the game’s structure, and 
perhaps makes for one limit too 
many in the end.

thE bottom lInE. A slick but 
ultimately slight and shallow 
package. Good for the occasional 
quick race, but it’s no podium 
finisher. EmmA DAvIEs
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Games on iOS often fall into the 
category of “light entertainment,” 
focusing on one or two simple 
mechanics, designed to be played 
in short bursts on the bus or when 
you’re waiting in line. But some 
developers have used the platform to 
tell rich, engaging stories, whether 
by overcoming the limitations of a 
handheld device or by using them 
to create a unique experience. Here 
are some examples that range in 
genre and mechanics but all have 
an interesting story to tell.

SuperbrotherS: Sword & 

Sworcery ep (99¢, Universal) 
first came out in 2011, which makes 
it old in iOS years, but it certainly 
has a lasting appeal. You guide a 
warrior monk through a beautiful 
mythical world, with a focus 
on exploration, plus some 
swordfighting and some sworcery. 
The story is light but affecting, and 
the art and music are beautiful.

At the other end of the visual 
spectrum, A dArk room (99¢, 
Universal) is a minimalist text game 
that begins with you awakening in a 
dark, cold room, able to do nothing 
but light a fire. Eventually more and 
more options open up, and what 

originally seemed simple becomes 
more and more complex.

Even more minimal, but still 
managing to tell a deep story, is 
blAckbAr ($2.99, Universal), a 
game played in black text on a white 
background. It’s set in a dystopian 
future in which communication is 
censored, and your task is to solve 
word puzzles to work out what your 
correspondent wanted to say. 
Puzzling, political, and peerless.

Swedish developer Simogo is 
well known for creating interesting 
narrative games for mobile devices. 
In device 6 ($3.99, Universal), you 
uncover the story by following text 
that is laid out like a map, swiping 
and turning the device to read on 
to the sound of contextual music 
and sound effects, and solve puzzles 
with information from the text and 
images in order to progress. The 
unique mechanics are paired with an 
intriguing narrative, held together 
by engrossing sound design.

80 dAyS ($4.99, Univeral) is 
an award-winning retelling of Jules 
Verne’s Around the World in Eighty 
Days, in which you play as Phineas 

Fogg’s valet Passepartout and must 
help your master to choose a course 
that will get you both around the 
globe and back to London in time to 
win his bet. The alternate-reality 
Steampunk world offers rich stories 
and interesting characters in every 
city, and with your choices in both 
conversation and action, as well as 
the need to manage resources, your 
journey is different on each play.

Finally, proving that it’s even 
possible to tell a good story on an 
Apple Watch is lifeline… (99¢, 
Universal), which takes the usually 
(intentionally) frustrating wait 
mechanic used to encourage In-App 
Purchases in free-to-play games and 
incorporates it in a narrative that 
plays out in real time. An astronaut 
called Taylor has crash-landed on 
an alien moon and you’re the only 
person they can reach. By choosing 
responses to their messages you 
dictate their course of action 
and then must wait to receive a 
notification that tells you how it 
turned out. Once you’ve reached 
one possible ending, you can rewind 
and follow different paths to others.

roundup

The best iOS story games
If you’re looking for a game with a bit more  
depth or a bit more of a challenge, try these

by JordAn ericA webber

Device 6 plays with words expertly, turning 
them into stairs and corridors to explore.

Can you fulfil your heroic destiny? Sword & 
Sorcery will test your warrior puzzling skills.

Ground control to Major Tom. Take your 
protein pills and put your Apple Watch on.

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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W
e panned the iPad mini 3 last year for being a weak upgrade to the 

Retina iPad mini 2. Apple has corrected the line-up now, giving us 

the mini we wanted back then, but at a time that’s actually more 

suitable now, as it turns out.

Why? It’s all to do with iOS 9. Having the iPad Air 2 as the only iOS 

device capable of using the new system’s Split View mode (it’ll be joined 

by the iPad Pro as you read this) was a real shame. The mini is hugely 

popular and Split View is a killer option for serious work (or play). The 

new mini has similar guts to the iPad Air 2 and shows off iOS 9 in all its 

glory, though using Split View does feel quite small on its display.

In minor generational upgrades, Apple doesn’t usually mess with 

dimensions too much, apart from making devices thinner. But here the 

18% reduction in depth (to 0.25in) has come along with adding a tenth 

of an inch to the height, due to rearranged internals. This means old 

cases are generally a no-go if you want to upgrade from a mini 2 or 3. 

You really don’t notice that extra length, but you do notice the thinness 

– it’s as ridiculously thin and light as Apple claims in its advertising spiel. 

This is the throw-in-a-bag iPad you’ve always wanted. Elsewhere, the 

external changes are minor but there’s no Mute/Lock switch; these are 

now software-controlled via Control Center.

The mini 4’s new internals include the A8 and M8 processors found in 

the iPhone 6 and 6 Plus. The Air 2 has the A8X of course, so this mini is 

not exactly on par with its bigger sibling for overall performance, which 

was evident in our synthetic tests. Using the GeekBench app, we clocked 

the mini 4 at an average of 3,046 on the multi-core test, narrowly 

beating the iPhone 6 but still a bit behind the iPad Air 2’s A8X. In the 

real world, it’s plenty fast enough, though.

the bottom line. The iPad mini is back back back, and it’s no 

longer the poor sibling of the 9.7-inch model. A good upgrade, especially 

with the arrival of iOS 9. Christian hall

Apple iPad mini 4
iOS 9 helps make the little iPad big news again
From $399  manufacturer Apple, apple.com

storage 16GB, 64GB, 128GB  Connectivity Wi-Fi only or Wi-Fi + Cellular 
Display 7.9 inch, 2048x1536  Processor Apple A8

APPLE iPAd mini 4

  Thinner and lighter

  Nearly on par with iPad Air 2

  Anti-reflective screen

  Split View is small

grEAt 

TOUGH TESTING, TRUSTED RATINGS

VISIT MACLIFE.COM FOR ONLINE-EXCLUSIVE REVIEWS, UPDATED DAILY
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The latest mini supports 
all of the iPad’s new 
multitasking modes, 
including Split View.

 maclife.com  DEC 2015   63



O
f Apple’s three new input devices (see across 

the page for more), this is the only one to offer 

something truly new, in the form of Force 

Touch. It also carries the largest price tag, which 

is enough make you pause for thought.

Force Touch complements Multi-Touch with an 

additional gesture: after a light press to click on 

something, pressing harder provides another level 

of haptic feedback and can trigger a different 

contextual action.

In OS X, it serves as a shortcut to things such 

as Quick Look previews in Finder, an overview of 

an app’s windows from its Dock icon, and finding 

definitions of the word under the pointer. The 

downside to Force Touch’s implementation on the 

Mac is that it isn’t always obvious what it will do.

This is more pronounced on OS X than with 3D 

Touch on the iPhone because its haptic feedback 

Apple Magic Trackpad 2
A good start, but its best tricks still need work
$129  Manufacturer Apple, apple.com

Dimensions 6.3x0.4x4.5 in  Weight 0.51 lb  Connectivity Bluetooth, Lightning

Apple MAgic 
TrAckpAd 2

   New input gesture with 
haptic feedback

   Larger surface with more 
appropriate dimensions

  More pleasant design

   Limited benefits so far

good 

can be ambiguous – you get a click from deep 

pressing even when nothing actually happens, 

whereas the iPhone gives you a buzz of rejection on 

places such as the Home screen. Developers are 

already making use of Force Touch in apps, which 

compounds the discovery issues – while also making 

this trackpad a more worthwhile purchase.

Officially, Bluetooth 4.0 is required, but the 

trackpad worked fine with a 2011 iMac (either 

over Bluetooth 2.1 or the bundled USB cable). With 

limited testing time, though, we can’t say for sure 

how less power-efficient forms of Bluetooth will 

impact the quoted month-long battery life.

the bottoM line. As more apps adopt Force 

Touch – inevitably, with it being standard on most 

MacBooks now – this external trackpad will become 

much easier to justify, but right now it’s a luxury. 

AlAn StonebriDge

Force Touch comes to 
desktop Macs, but it 
still feels like a work 
in progress in OS X.

>>>Reviews
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Apple’s update to its desktop Bluetooth keyboard is heavily 
inspired by the 12-inch MacBook, which may be divisive. 
It isn’t exactly the same as the MacBook keyboard – it uses 
scissor switches, more like Apple’s previous Bluetooth 
keyboard than the butterfly switches of the MacBook – but the 
result is really very similar. The keys are more stable and have 
noticeably less travel than Apple’s older keyboards. They give 
a sharper click when pressed, meaning that they still provide 
easily enough feedback for us to touch-type, just in a different 
way. The keys do feel a tiny bit dead compared to the previous 
model, but it wasn’t enough to spoil the experience. We were 
able to type accurately on it from the moment we tried it, and 
it’s easy to set up (even on a 2011 iMac with older Bluetooth) 
and charge with the Lightning cable, especially thanks to 
quick charging. It’s comfortable to type on too – the angle of 
the keys is much more shallow than its predecessor, which 
is ergonomically desirable, letting your wrists stay in a more 
neutral position. Its rubber feet grip the desk firmly, too.

the bottom line. Some won’t like its action, but we 
encourage you to try it in-store. It’s a shame the price has 
gone up, but we really like this keyboard. matt bolton

The only big difference from the old Magic Mouse 

to this model is the move from disposable batteries 

to a built-in rechargeable one, meaning it’s slightly 

lighter. You charge it up using the bundled cable, but 

Apple’s choice of location for the port is… odd. It’s 

at the bottom, meaning you can’t plug it in and use 

it at the same time. A partial charge takes only 

minutes, but you’ll have to wait about two hours to 

reach a full charge that lasts a month. It’s hard to see 

how this benefits us when we’ve used rechargeable 

AA cells with the older model for longer than the 

one-month life of the new one’s built-in battery.

Functionally, there’s nothing different here. The 

mouse’s top surface clicks in as before, and various 

swipes on its surface enable you to perform gestures. 

Apple hasn’t brought its Force Touch technology to 

the mouse, and its buttons still can’t be pressed at 

the same time, making it poor for gaming.

the bottom line. Not enough has changed to 

make this worth upgrading to from the original, but 

it’s still a decent mouse. alan Stonebridge

Apple Magic Keyboard
A more MacBook-like keyboard for desktops
$99  manufacturer Apple, apple.com

dimensions 10.9x0.4x4.5 in  Connectivity Bluetooth, Lightning

Apple Magic 
Mouse 2
Same old, same old
$79  manufacturer Apple, apple.com

Weight 0.22 lb  Connectivity Bluetooth, Lightning

Apple MAgic KeyboArd

  Responsive, clicky keys

  Easy to set up

  Better typing angle

   Keys feel a little dead

excellent 

Apple MAgic Mouse 2

  Same great multi-touch gestures

  A little bit lighter

  Poor position of charging port

   No new gestural innovations

good 

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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RSS (Rich Site Summary) remains a viable 
format to receive news feeds from your favorite 
websites, but despite the abundance of native 
Mac clients, the technology hasn’t quite 
flourished the same way Flipboard-style news 
readers have on smartphones and tablets.

Thankfully, one of the best reading 
applications around has finally received 
a much-needed desktop makeover that 
goes beyond RSS, and it’s free for users 
of the previous version.

Reeder 3 isn’t a reinvention of Silvio Rizzi’s 

popular Mac client, but it doesn’t need to be. The 
previous version has been our go-to reading 
app on desktop and mobile for years, and 
the third release manages to take what was 
already great and kick it up a notch, even in 
the absence of many marquee new features.

For starters, our favorite “read later” source, 
Instapaper, can now be configured as a sync 
service, turning Reeder into an unofficial 
desktop client for reading anything saved 
to your account. Reeder 2 introduced similar 
support for competitor Readability, so this 
is a fantastic addition for Instapaper lovers.

Saved articles are sorted by date with full 
access to archived stories and user folders, 
along with the option to plow through saved 
content from specific websites as well.

Reeder 3
Spelling may not be its strong point – but for reading, it’s a winner
$9.99  Manufacturer Silvio Rizzi, reederapp.com

Requirements OS X 10.10 or later

ReedeR 3

   Instapaper added  
as new sync service

   Additional themes  
and interface updates

   Free update for  
Reeder 2 users

   Few marquee new features

excellent 

The user interface remains functionally 
the same as Reeder 2, with the most obvious 
change being a new default transparent title 
bar across the top, which seamlessly blends 
into the familiar three-panel design. (If 
you prefer the previous gray bar, it can be 
resurrected from the Themes menu.) Likewise, 
buttons for switching between Starred, Reading 
List, and All Items views have been reduced in 
size and made square instead of rounded for 
a more streamlined look. 

Reeder 3 also includes additional themes, 
including a completely pitch-black option for 
night owls who prefer to read in the dark with 
a MacBook in their lap. The update requires 
OS X Yosemite, but is also ready for OS X El 
Capitan, along with support for Apple’s new 
San Francisco font and fullscreen Split View.

Other nice little touches abound, including 
unread and starred counts for smart folders, 
support for private browsing, and the ability to 
hover over a link to display its URL in the status 
bar. Last but not least, individual sync services 
such as Feedly, Minimal Reader, and Inoreader 
now have the option to add tags, along with 
article deletion from Readability.

the bottoM line. Reeder 3 feels more 
like Reeder 2.5, but we’re really not too 
bothered. This is still the best Mac reader 
around, especially now that Instapaper can 
be added as a sync service. J.R. bookwalteR

MacBook owners who read 
in bed at night will love 
Reeder 3’s new themes, 
including this black option.

One of Reeder 3’s convenient improvements is the ability 
to see a full URL while hovering over links in the viewer.

>>>Reviews
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DaisyDisk is an economical way to visually pinpoint what’s 
filling up your drives, and slim them down in a few clicks. 
In version 4, the app has a new look and feel, one that 
complements the flat look of OS X now.

At launch, the application presents a list of available disks, 
including mounted network shares. Click Scan, and the 
application goes to work analyzing them, presenting the 
contents in a colorful, interactive overview.

Although they vary with disk and CPU speeds, scans now 
consume less memory and happen in seconds, rather than 
minutes – up to 20x faster, especially with SSDs and quad-core 
processors. Drive contents are also listed at right, sorted by 
size, making it easy to drill down into folders and easily see 
where space-hogging files are lurking.

Once identified, files or entire folders can be dragged to the 
Collector at the bottom, where they reside until you choose to 
reject or delete them. Although the visual graph provides 
welcome eye candy for an otherwise routine utility, we found 
the list view easier to navigate in real-world use.

the bottom line. DaisyDisk 4 ramps up performance while 
conforming to the new OS X aesthetic. J.R. bookwalteR

Apple works diligently to make iCloud seamless for 

end users, but consumers never see how data flows 

between devices and the cloud. If you really must 

know, a $2 utility now lets you keep tabs on what’s 

happening behind the scenes.

The introduction of iCloud Drive means it’s hard to 

actually see the progress of saved files. iCloudStatus 

is a small, unobtrusive Mac application that monitors 

activity in the Mobile Documents folder and notifies 

users when transfers over a certain length have been 

successfully completed. 

It’s aimed primarily at power users and those 

accustomed to viewing the progress of cloud services 

like Dropbox. From a tiny menu bar icon, iCloudStatus 

displays which files are being transferred, along with 

a history log of the gory details for later perusal. 

A third group of settings offer a variety of 

customization options, such as watching specific 

folders of interest.

the bottom line. iCloudStatus provides the 

missing menu bar item Apple left out with iCloud – 

if you really want to check it. J.R. bookwalteR

DaisyDisk 4
What’s clogging up your hard drive?
$9.99  Developer Software Ambience, daisydiskapp.com

Requirements OS X 10.10 or later

iCloudStatus
Peer through the (data) clouds…
$1.99  Developer The Alchemist Guild, 
thealchemistguild.com

Requirements OS X 10.10 or later

DaisyDisk 4

  Interactive disk space calculator

  Now up to 20x faster, especially with SSD storage

   Slow to scan mounted network drives

   Visual grid less intuitive than list view

great 

iClouDstatus

  Customizable settings

  Little impact on overall CPU usage

   Transfer progress occasionally appears stuck when it’s not

   Occasionally unreliable monitoring incoming downloads

gooD 

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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T
ime was, if you wanted an image manipulation program you ponied up 

for Photoshop, muddled through with Photoshop Elements, or launched 

GraphicConverter before staring at its daunting interface for a bit and quietly 

quitting it. Today, though, we have the highly polished Pixelmator, the friendly but 

genuinely pro-level Affinity Photo, and now version five of Acorn. And very good it 

is too, but we’re still going to struggle to recommend it over Pixelmator or Affinity 

Photo, depending on your needs – a testament to how spoiled for choice we are.

First, new features. The big one is the Shape Processor, which can generate 

circles, squares, hexagons and stars with a range of controls, scattered over 

the canvas, and then do stuff to them, such as push them away from a circle, 

randomize their colors or arrange them on a spiral. It’s a little gimmicky, but 

for some jobs it will save time, and so even if you have full Photoshop, spending 

30 bucks on Acorn just for this may be money well spent.

Also hugely welcome are non-destructive levels and curves (filters were already 

non-destructive), the ability to use Photoshop brushes (Acorn’s brush editor was 

already excellent), options for importing and rasterizing PDFs, as well as the 

developers’ focus on doing the deeply unexciting work of squashing hundreds – 

they say – of minor bugs. This kind of thing, as well as slight feature improvements 

such as how tapping X will now swap the aspect ratio of the current crop frame, 

tends not to sell software, but it’s the right thing to do to respect your users.

Overall, it’s a nice app, if not quite as slick as some competitors, and it’s a good 

price – sustainable, but reasonable, and with no subscriptions shenanigans. Think 

of it as Preview Pro, if you like, and if Preview does almost everything you want, 

then Acorn is a useful, cheap upgrade. We just miss Pixelmator’s polish, or Affinity 

Photo’s power. For example, Acorn can process raw files, but its adjustments are 

basic, and if you’re working professionally Acorn’s omission of features such as full 

support for CMYK workflows, or image slicing for export, make it a definite no.

the bottom line. A good image editor with useful extensibility. Spending a 

few bucks more on Affinity Photo will get you something with a bit more headroom, 

but try the demo to see if Acorn 5 offers enough for you. Christopher phin

Acorn 5
A very good image editor – but that might 
not quite be enough these days
$29.99  Developer Flying Meat Inc, flyingmeat.com

requirements OS X 10.10 or later

Acorn 5

   It’s basically “Preview 
Pro” – which is good

   Many useful new features 
(and fewer bugs)

   Not hard to run into 
its limitations

   Quite a few 
gimmicky filters

good 
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Stacking filters and curves 
– both of which are non-
destructive – Acorn can 
make compelling edits.

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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With the Mac, PostScript, and the LaserWriter 
printer, Apple and Adobe popularized desktop 
publishing (DTP) in the 1980s. Today, Adobe 
InDesign is the leading DTP app, but it’s only 
available with a costly monthly Creative Cloud 
subscription. While there are several budget 
alternatives for Windows, Mac users have few.

Swift Publisher happens to be one of them – 
and at 30 bucks, it’s certainly affordable. This 
latest release has a tidy new look that’s very 
OS X, unlike Adobe’s. It works much as before, 
but with dozens of new templates, in both US 
and UK paper sizes. Paper is the focus: you can’t 
produce iPad magazines, iBooks or EPUBs.

Yet there’s no option to design spreads – facing 

pages – which are the basis of any print layout. 
Instead, you work on one page at a time. The 
app then offers to output them all on larger 
sheets, arranged so that they’ll fold into a 
booklet (a process known as “imposition”).

Output to PDF for commercial printing is 
handled no better. The app’s inadequate 

Swift Publisher 4
DTP is a dying art… and looking at this software, we can see why 
$29.95  Developer BeLight Software, belightsoft.com

Requirements OS X 10.8.5 or later, 64-bit processor

swift publisher 4

   Neat, straightforward 
user interface

  Some clever extra features

  No facing pages

   Misguided output options

weAK 

references to prepress practice are often 
incorrect. That just leaves single-page output 
(you could manually print the front and then 
the back of a two-page brochure or newsletter) 
or PDFs for on-screen reading.

That really misses the point of DTP, which 
is to enable precise layout of multi-page 
documents. In traditional DTP software, pages 
inherit guides from master pages and fine 
control over typography is maintained by 
paragraph styles, to keep things consistent.

Swift Publisher offers all this, but at a 
primitive level. Text and picture boxes readily 
align with each other, but don’t always want 
to snap to guides. Keyboard shortcuts cover 
options including kerning (adjusting the space 
between two characters), which is good, but 
zooming in and out is clunky and can’t be done 
with the mouse or trackpad. Although the app 
generally worked smoothly, we saw glitches in 
functions as simple as line spacing and Undo.

Extra features like barcode and calendar 
generators, mail merge, smart shapes, photo 
effects and clip art are welcome, but don’t make 
up for fundamental omissions like the absence 
of checks on image resolution and inadequate 
control over justified text.

the bottom line. Swift Publisher might 
seem to make DTP simple, but it sets you up 
to learn the hard way. ADAm bAnks

There are lots of ways to 
align elements, and you 
can position them 
numerically too.

You can only work on one page at a time rather than on 
spreads, which can be extremely limiting.
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This third incarnation of iA Writer resembles a halfway-house 
between the barren original and the confused mess of iA Writer 
Pro. Fortunately, it takes the best bits from both, in the process 
creating a smart, efficient, usable text editor.

Minimalism fans will be relieved iA Writer can still dispense 
with distractions, leaving you with just words. Those hankering 
for more control will welcome the app’s small selection of 
options. The editor boasts a typewriter mode and a toolbar that 
can fade or be permanently displayed, for stats, Markdown 
buttons, or grammar highlighting. A slide-in Markdown 
preview pane can show live updates. The searchable Library 
stores cloud-based documents (local files will reportedly be 
supported later), and comes across like “Ulysses Lite.”

The Library and Preview panes can be accessed with swipes, 
and enough settings exist to override odd defaults (such as 
Preview starting out as a thumbnail). Quirks remain: stats 
updating sporadically, apparently to not distract, but then you 
must pause for them to catch up; and text resizes with the 
window, which irks when it shrinks as you go to split-screen.

the bottom line. An excellent update that balances 
minimalism with added options. Craig grannell

Unfortunately, Apple’s image browser solutions 

(Photos or iPhoto) are reliant on imports and a 

creaky database. Fileloupe is a bit more old school.

On launch, you get a window awaiting items, which 

you drag folders to. Packages (like the ones Apple 

generates for Photos and iPhoto) can’t be accessed 

directly — you must right-click and open them, before 

dragging relevant folders across. (Original files are 

never moved or affected.) After that, Fileloupe 

shines. We tried killing it by dumping a networked 

machine’s entire iPhoto library into the sidebar, but 

it barely blinked. Filtering by file type (eg PDF, movie, 

JPEG, or AVI) is speedy, its views (including a two-up 

stage and a split main/thumbnail option) are efficient 

and usable, and the video player is superb.

There’s a dark mode, the means to flag items, 

and basic search/share capabilities. More granular 

filtering would be nice, but otherwise Fileloupe’s 

great for blazing through images and videos.

the bottom line. Fileloupe stands out by being 

fast, efficient, and simple to use. Craig grannell

iA Writer
Third time lucky for this text editor
$19.99  Developer iA Labs, iawriter.com

requirements OS X 10.10 or later, 64-bit processor,  
iCloud/Dropbox for online sync

Fileloupe – 
Media Browser
Quickly explore your media
$19.99  Developer Corduroy Code, fileloupe.com

requirements OS X 10.10 or later, 64-bit processor

iA Writer

  Significantly improved interface and workflow

  Just enough customization options

  Excellent live Markdown preview pane

   Still a bit too prescriptive in some key areas

greAt 

Fileloupe – MediA BroWser

  Excellent performance throughout the app

  Simple and fast filtering options

  Accesses but doesn’t touch your files

   Can’t directly open image packages

greAt 

Tough testing, trusted ratings

 maclife.com  dec 2015   71



Parallels Desktop is virtualization software, 
allowing you to run alternative operating 
systems (primarily Windows, but Linux and 
older versions of OS X too) from your desktop 
in a virtual window. Its obvious rival is the free 
VirtualBox tool, but Parallels is more powerful 
and flexible. Version 11 continues to improve 
performance while adding new features.

Parallels 11 now supports El Capitan and 
Windows 10 – note that while the latter runs 
in Parallels 10, it’s not officially supported or 
optimized. Version 11 also taps into its standout 
Coherence mode feature to integrate key 
Windows 10 features directly into your desktop, 
most notably Cortana and Action Center, which 
bears more than a passing resemblance to OS 
X’s Notification Center. Coherence blends your 
virtual machine with your real one by running 
apps as if they were native, and by integrating 
Windows 10’s Cortana search assistant, you 
get your own virtual desktop assistant until 
Siri makes its way into OS X proper.

Parallels 11 also makes one of OS X’s 
underrated features available to your virtual 
machines. Quick Look isn’t available natively 
on Windows, but by enabling “Access Windows 
folders from Mac” under Settings > Sharing, 
you can press Spacebar within your VM to 
preview the file via OS X.

Parallels Desktop 11 for Mac
A fast, effective way to run Windows and other OSes inside OS X
$79.99  Developer Parallels, parallels.com

Requirements Intel Core 2 Duo processor or later, 4GB RAM, OS X 10.9.5 or higher

Parallels 
DesktoP 11  
for Mac

   Excellent Windows 
10 integration

   Remains powerful 
yet easy to use

  Not an essential upgrade

   New CPU/RAM 
limits for VMs

excellent 

For those running Parallels on a MacBook, 
a new Travel Mode promises to cut power 
consumption within VMs in order to prevent 
them from quickly draining your battery. Enable 
it for each VM via its Settings > Options.

The best performance improvements are 
found with processor usage, particularly when 
using multiple cores, but aside from booting 
Windows, it’s not that noticeable. Nevertheless, 
the gap between virtual and native performance 
gets that bit narrower. Parallels 11 is stuck using 
DirectX 10 technology, though, which means 
graphics performance is no better than it was in 
Parallels 10. Hardcore gamers are better off 
installing Windows using Boot Camp, as ever, 
but for everyone else, Parallels makes using 
Windows a breeze, so long as you have CPU, 
RAM and drive space to spare.

Parallels Desktop also now offers a 
subscription-based Pro edition, and one 
consequence for regular users is that each VM 
is now limited to a maximum of four processor 
cores and 8GB RAM. This won’t affect most 
people, but power users should take note.

the bottom line. Parallels Desktop 11 
continues to evolve – it’s a no-brainer for 
anyone wanting to run Windows on their 
Mac for the first time, but version 10 users 
can probably hold off this year’s upgrade, 
unless you’re desperate for those Windows 
10 enhancements. nick PeeRs

Parallels Desktop 11 
adds official support 
and optimization for 
Windows 10.

Can’t live without Siri? Microsoft’s Cortana may be the 
closest you’ll get for a while…
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Would you pay $15 for a third-party search application? 
(Spoiler: You should.) Tembo provides an organized search 
experience for Mac users, helping guide them directly to the 
files being sought. The software does this by first offering 10 
matches from each available file type: bookmarks and history, 
documents, fonts, images, messages, movies, music, PDF 
documents, and source code files. For many searches, this 
initial list will turn up what you’re looking for. 

Should you need to dig a little deeper however, a click on 
the filter group narrows things down to only files that fit that 
category, which can then be further refined with a variety of 
criteria such as megapixel size for images. New in version 2.0 
are actions for renaming, tagging, or trashing files directly from 
search results, OS X extension sharing, collapsible grouping, 
fast access from the menu bar, and global keyboard shortcuts. 
Another nice touch is the ability to ç-click in the sidebar to 
add new filter options to the current selection, although this 
only works from individual filter groups.

The boTTom line. A well thought-out sequel to the original 
with lightning-fast search, a dizzying number of filter options, 
and numerous ways to act upon files. J.R. bookwalTeR

For maximum security when sending sensitive data 

via email or message, text should be encrypted using 

PGP, which can only be opened by the recipient using 

keys provided by the sender. This inexpensive Mac 

software (also available for iOS, Android, and 

Windows) allows users to create keys, encrypt 

outgoing messages, or decrypt incoming missives. 

But the process isn’t as intuitive as it could be.

Generating keys from the Key List tab in 1,024, 

2,048, or 4,096 bits is fairly straightforward, 

requiring a username, email address, and password. 

Keys are saved as small private and public text files, 

the latter of which are shared with recipients along 

with a password entered on the PGP Convert tab.

While PGPTools does what it promises, the clunky 

user interface offers few clues as to how it works 

(there’s no Help menu), and the English localization 

is plagued with errors (the Convert button appears 

as “Convers”). Sharing keys with mobile users is also 

needlessly complicated and inconsistent.

The boTTom line. While core functionality is 

solid, PGPTools seems designed only with the most 

tech-savvy users in mind. J.R. bookwalTeR

Tembo 2.0
Seek and ye shall find
$14.99  manufacturer Houdah Software, houdah.com

Requirements: OS X 10.10 or later, 64-bit processor

PGPTools
Mobile message encryption
99¢  manufacturer SJ Software Development, 
pgptools.safetyjabber.com

Requirements OS X 10.9 or later, 64-bit processor

TEmbo

  Fast file search

  File actions for search results and collapsible filter groups

  Command-click selection only works on individual groups

  Menu bar helper just a shortcut to open full application

grEaT 

pgpTools

  Cross-platform compatible with iOS, Android, and Windows

  Easy to generate PGP keys

   Too complicated for novice users

  Unintuitive user interface, with poor English localization

okay 

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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These days, network drives offer far more 
than just storage. Look beyond this one’s 
slab-like case and you’ll find that while it 
lacks some top-end features, it has enough 
functionality to satisfy most folk.

Seagate’s single drive models offer capacities 
of 3TB, 4TB and 5TB; the dual drive models are 
available in 4TB ($299), 6TB ($379) and this 8TB 
unit. The 8TB of storage comes from two 4TB 
drives, set as a RAID 1 array by default. This 
set-up halves the usable storage (so it’ll be 
4TB in practice), but increases read speeds and 
gives redundancy against one drive failing. 
While you can switch to the full 8TB, consider 
that the USB ports offer expansion options, 
alongside sharing a printer. Write speeds 
are par for the course at around 12MB/sec, 
and the mirrored array read at up to 85MB/sec.

Seagate Personal Cloud 2-Bay 8TB NAS
Cover your household’s backup and storage needs with a single drive
$479  Manufacturer Seagate, seagate.com

Capacity 8TB (2x 4TB disks)  Connectivity Gigabit Ethernet, 1x USB 2.0, 1x USB 3.0

Seagate 
PerSonal Cloud 
2-Bay 8tB naS

  Good set of features

  Offers solid performance

  Easy to set up and use

   Mobile app needs work

great 

User-friendly configuration tools are 
presented in your web browser, and they’re 
easy to use – just flick a switch to enable 
access to your files over the internet, for 
example. The drive flawlessly supports core 
Mac services, including an iTunes audio server 
and Time Machine, and a limited range of 
third-party services, including BitTorrent 
Sync and Plex, extends its capabilities. Mac 
and iOS apps provide access to files. Both 
do the job, through aren’t very exciting.

Sub-par apps aside, Seagate’s 2-Bay NAS 
solution hits the spot with a combination 
of good core functionality, reasonable 
performance and fuss-free setup.

the bottoM line. Personal Cloud is 
a versatile and reliable network storage solution 
that covers most people’s needs. niCk Peers

Personal Cloud  
2-Bay 8TB unit is 
reassuringly solid – 
in looks, functionality 
and performance.

>>>Reviews

74   deC 2015  maclife.com



T
he Arlo home security system has one key 

advantage over rivals – the cameras are 

wireless. The system is not cheap, though… 

There’s little in the way of instruction, but a 

leaflet directs you online for a start guide. We’d 

recommend doing this before using the iOS app 

to set things up. You can also set up online. 

The process auto detects your base station 

(connected to your router using Ethernet), but 

assumes you’ve plugged in the cables already. 

The motion-sensor cameras have night vision 

(up to eight meters) and a 130-degree field of 

vision. They’re weatherproof so can be used 

inside or out, and the wireless range is cited as 

90 meters. The magnetic mounts allow for 

various angles and are also waterproof. Two 

spare mounts mean you can move the cameras 

depending on whether you’re away, say, and you 

can screw a mount to a wall with the provided 

mounting screws. The cameras can also be used 

on flat surfaces without a mount. Each takes 

four batteries (which are included).

Video quality is excellent, and the cameras 

automatically adapt for exposure/color balance. 

And, in low light, the camera switches to night 

mode. You can opt to receive notifications and 

emails depending on movement in front of the 

camera, and adjust detection sensitivity. And 

footage is stored on free Netgear cloud storage. 

It’s important to compare Arlo’s excellence 

with its price. It isn’t outrageous for what it 

offers, but there are cheaper options if you want 

to watch a single location and don’t mind wires.

the bottom line. Much of Arlo’s expense 

lies in its wirelessness and weatherproofing. If 

those matter, it’s a top choice. Dan Grabham

Netgear Arlo
A flexible (if pricey) camera system for indoor or outdoor use
$349 (two cameras), $449 (three cameras)  Developer Netgear, netgear.com

Features 720p HD video, weatherproof, motion activation, night vision

Netgear arlo

   Moveable, wireless 
cameras

   Impressive picture quality

  Cloud storage of video

  An expensive setup

great 
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Y
ou have to answer two questions in a 

review: “is this thing good?” and “should 

you buy it?” With the DxO One – a palm-

sized camera with a one-inch sensor and good 

optics, which works standalone or can be 

plugged into a Lightning port so it can use 

an iOS device’s screen as a viewfinder and 

for control – the answer to the first is easy: 

yes. The second is complicated.

Classically, a major advantage of a big sensor 

is better performance in low light; less noise and 

truer colors. Unsurprisingly that proves to be 

the case here. Pit the DxO One against even the 

well regarded rear camera in the iPhone 6 in a 

dim room, and the former completely trounces 

the latter. In well-lit scenes, the gap narrows, 

though the One’s shots are still significantly 

better – with greater dynamic range – even 

before you take into consideration the extra 

creative flexibility the One’s higher resolution 

and wider aperture gives you.

What’s more, serious photographers will love 

that it can shoot raw (DNG) files, giving you 

more creative control once you get the pictures 

to your Mac. (Photos and video are saved to a 

not-included microSD card, and optionally also 

to the iPhone.) It can even shoot in a proprietary 

format which takes four raw shots at once; the 

included Mac software uses these to process an 

image which has even less noise. It works, too.

The JPEG that the camera itself processes 

from its raw shot is good, but you get the best 

results when you copy the raws to your Mac and 

let it process them, even if you make zero 

tweaks. (This is a CPU-heavy task, but it’s 

multi-threaded.) Which brings us to a problem.

The camera is good, with the companion 

iPhone app’s different modes giving you 

welcome pro control, and being able to shoot 

with the One and immediately edit and share 

from your iPhone is great; that lack of friction 

sets it apart from even a modern Wi-Fi-equipped 

CSC/EVIL camera. Yet since you get even better 

results by processing the images on your Mac, 

you do then wonder if you’d be better off with a 

Wi-Fi-equipped CSC/EVIL camera; one that 

would let you change lenses (the One has no 

zoom, though Olloclip-style add-ons should be 

possible), and would be more comfortable to 

use, since the One’s ergonomics are awkward 

– and you’d still be able to send occasional shots 

to your iPhone for quick sharing.

We do love the One, though, and DxO plans to 

unlock plenty of additional features in software 

– and even in the hardware. And it might not 

seem it, but it’s well priced given its specs 

and the quality of images it produces. If you are 

looking to buy a great camera and lean more 

towards “social” and “apps” than “traditional 

photography,” then buy this. Just be aware that 

even for an enthusiastic amateur, never mind a 

pro, regular cameras still offer more flexibility, 

with different lenses and accessories (even just 

being able easily to mount on a tripod), and so 

in the right hands will take better pictures.

the bottom line. A pocketable camera 

upgrade for your iPhone, but a little odd – and 

a little awkward to use. Christopher phin

DxO One
Turn your iPhone into an almost-pro-level  
camera… for almost-pro-level money
$599  manufacturer DxO, dxo.com

resolution 20.2 megapixels  Aperture f/1.8–11  iso 100–51,200

DxO One

  Capable of superb photos

   DxO seems committed 
to adding new features

    Less flexible than a 
traditional camera

   A little awkward to hold 
and use; weak battery life

great 
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The DxO One is pocket-sized, 
so it’s easy to grab as you 
head out the door.

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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T
he BeoPlay H2 headphones give off an 

undeniably cool vibe, with their thoughtful 

design touches. We like the engineering but, 

like most good-looking things, it all comes at a 

cost. Are these $199 headphones worth it?

The B&O H2 are geared toward individuals who 

want their headphones to be as fashionable as they 

are capable of pushing out music. The fabric-

covered headband is wide set, so even heads on the 

large side are fine with the H2. Its underside is 

capped with matt plastic and cushioned near the 

apex with a soft, silicon air pocket. Nestled inside 

the headband are adjustable sidearms, and these 

extend to allow a generous amount of headroom. 

Down toward the ear pads, the sidearms come to a 

hinge, giving the pads about 90 degrees of lateral 

movement, just enough to rest the pads on your 

chest to show off the design. The pads can also 

wiggle up and down, to find the perfect placement.

More of the mesh fabric makes its way down to 

the outer ear cups. The right ear pad is free of ports 

or features, but on the left you’ll find the input for 

the included 3.5mm cable. Flipped over, each pad 

is covered in luscious lambskin for added comfort.

For the asking price, you might be hoping for 

extra goodies… Unfortunately, the only added extra 

is the cable, which features a play/pause button, 

volume rocker and microphone. It all worked 

perfectly for us on iOS, and the call quality is fine. 

The B&O H2 present your music on a surprisingly 

decent-sized soundstage for a set of on-ear 

headphones. Offering warmth and balance, the 

sound is superbly rich. Even the bass is impressively 

deep, and just as powerful as it needs to be, and 

mids and highs also shine through.

the bottom line. Although pricey, these 

headphones make good on your investment with 

style and performance. Cameron Faulkner

B&O BeoPlay H2 
Classy headphones with grand 
sound and comfort
$199  manufacturer Bang & Olufsen, beoplay.com

Features Cable with three-button remote and 
microphone, available in five colors  Weight 5.46 oz

B&O BeOplay H2

  Fancy yet comfortable

  Warm sound

   Cable only fits one side

   Not cheap – and no 
carry case included

excellent 

Behold… aesthetic 
and audio harmony. 
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Just Mobile’s TimeStand is one the smallest Apple Watch 
stands on the market right now, at just under four inches tall 
– even smaller than the HiRise stand by Twelve South – and its 
footprint is particularly tiny at just under two inches across. 
It’s perfect, then, for hiding away on a crowded desktop or 
night stand.

Indeed, even without a Watch on, this precision-machined 
cylinder of high-grade aluminum is a neat piece of sculptural 
eye candy. With even a 38mm Watch on it, however, the stand 
does look a little too compact, and it’s not that sturdy despite 
its weighted “high friction” rubber base. We adore the design, 
though, which wraps the strap through a hollowed-out section 
in an otherwise cylindrical structure. 

It’s often difficult for the charging cables on Watch stands to 
sit tidily, but Just Mobile’s effort manages this well, running 
the bulk of the cable down the groove on the left side of the 
stand, then out back. Again, it’s all part of keeping things neat 
and tidy, and the TimeStand totally hits that mark.

the bottom line. If you like your accessories particularly 
compact, you’ll love this stand – and it’s a pretty reasonable 
price too. ChRiStiAn hAll

Designed to give you more creative options when 

shooting with your iPhone, this kit comprises a case/

adapter for mounting the phone on a standard tripod, 

a 225-lumen LED light, and two screw-on lenses: 

a wide-angle/fisheye and a 3x telephoto. Macro, 

polarizing and other lenses are available. 

The LED light displays a 60-degree beam angle 

and, while no match for pro gear, offers enough 

luminance to brighten images in low-light conditions, 

with skin tones remaining natural. The light can also 

be dimmed to three different levels, and works well as 

a soft-fill option. The case fits the iPhone perfectly, 

but isn’t very comfortable to hold due to the 

(admittedly clever) rails system – we worried about 

scratching the iPhone when taking the case on and 

off. Battery life is also quite short if used at full 

brightness – only around the half-hour mark.

the bottom line. A useful, extendable system, 

though we wouldn’t want to leave the sharp-edged 

case on all the time. ChRiStoPheR Phin

Just Mobile TimeStand
The neat, petite, discreet little charger
$39  manufacturer Just Mobile, usa.just-mobile.com

Features 1.77x1.96x3.93 in, 9.87 oz, available in black or silver

Manfrotto KLYP+ 
Deluxe Photo Kit
Extend your iPhone’s photo skills
$139  manufacturer Manfrotto, manfrotto.com

Features 225 lumen LED light, wide-angle and 
3x telephoto lenses, tripod mount  Weight 4.7 oz

Just Mobile tiMestand

  Looks very neat

  Good price

  Great design

   Not particularly sturdy

great 

KlYP+ deluxe Photo Kit

  Useful, quality lens options

  Overall a clever system

   Good set of lenses

   Uncomfortable case in normal use

great 

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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Satellite Reign takes its sci-fi trappings 
seriously: the rainy, neon-lit Chinatowns of its 
vast unnamed city crawl with mercenary police 
and panoptic camera drones. Your squad 
of four, meanwhile, is tasked with shooting, 
sneaking and hacking its way through a series 
of military-industrial compounds in an ongoing 
war against an evil mega-corporation.

As a real-time, squad-based tactics game, 
Satellite Reign hinges on the flexibility of 
its intricate, interlocking systems. Missions 
throughout the city’s five sprawling districts 
follow the same stilted format – sneak into 
a vault, sneak out – but you have remarkable 
freedom in your approach. You could, for 

example, shoot out the lights, hack all the cameras, 

assassinate the guards, or hijack a random passerby 

and use him as a decoy. These mechanics 
combine to produce dynamic and unexpected 
set pieces to otherwise repetitive quests.

Primary missions are buttressed by smaller 
rote tasks: you’ll need to regularly siphon cash 

Satellite Reign
Top-down tactics with cyberpunk flair
$29.99  Developer 5 Lives Studios, 5livesstudios.com

Requirements OS X 10.6, 2.4GHz dual-core x86, 3GB RAM, OpenGL 3.2+ GPU with 16GB VRAM

Satellite Reign

   Expansive world is full 
of activity

   Missions can be completed 
in a variety of ways

   Inelegant controls and 
sloppy combat

   Not enough mission 
variety overall

okay 

out of banks, bribe weapons researchers, and 
steal citizens’ DNA to produce replacement 
clones for dead agents. Crucially, high-quality 
DNA provides incremental improvements to 
agents’ health and stamina.

Satellite Reign’s capacity for improvisation 
is often frustrated by opaque mechanics or 
clunky execution, however. It’s rarely clear, 
for example, if guards will be able to spot one 
of your agents behind cover. The rare stealth 
assassination notwithstanding, combat 
demands inordinate micromanaging too, made 
worse by the absence of the “tactical pause” 
so common to the genre. The latest update does 
implement a “slow down time” ability, but 
that’s not quite the same thing.

In practice, firefights usually devolve into 
bumbling chaos as impossible numbers of 
soldiers swarm to your location after the 
slightest misstep. To boot, agents’ illicit stat 
boosts degrade on death – effectively increasing 
the difficulty after each abortive mission – 
so exploring a different strategy first requires 
harvesting more gormless saps off the street. 
At its best, Satellite Reign is a deliberate, 
meticulous, and pleasingly difficult game, 
but its mechanisms too often fail the 
experimentation it purports to encourage.

the bottom line. For anyone patient or 
enraptured enough to overcome its barriers 
to entry, Satellite Reign is a fine, if uneven, 
example of tactics gaming. Joseph leRay

Hot pink may not be the 
smartest choice for a 
band of covert killers, 
but you can change your 
gear at any relay.

A Support unit’s “World Scan” ability reveals the 
connections between cameras and power sources. 

>>>Reviews
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This is Relic Entertainment’s latest 
exploration of World War II, pitting the Red 
Army against the invading Wehrmacht in a 
variety of conflicts along the Eastern Front, 
in three different game modes. The game’s 
foundational mechanics – lines of sight, 
specialized units, dramatic flanking 
maneuvers – provide dynamic and adaptable 
real-time strategy gaming.

The 14-mission campaign is framed 
by the postwar memories of Comrade 
Lieutenant Lev Isakovich. Its cutscenes 
and melodrama are workmanlike, but the 
missions are well paced and teach valuable 
lessons about the series’ new features: 
how grenades can crack open icy rivers, 
for example, or how to keep troops from 
freezing to death in the snow.

Maneuvering dozens of discrete squads 
through the streets of Stalingrad can be 
tedious, but the chaos is largely made 

manageable by units’ ability to automatically 
choose targets, take cover, and attack, 
leaving more time for tactical positioning 
and strategic resource management. The 
user interface, talent trees, and minutiae 
aren’t always intuitive, but the campaign 
is nothing if not a robust teaching tool.

The bulk of Company of Heroes lies in its 

multiplayer: skirmishes are competitive games 

for up to eight player-controlled armies while 

the “Theater of War” is a collection of grand, 

cooperative setpieces. Unfortunately, neither 
the Steam nor App Store version of the game 
offer cross-platform multiplayer, which 
means that participants in the game’s best 
modes are hard to come by 

the bottom line. A fine strategy game 
hampered by the realities of Mac-on-Mac 
multiplayer. For solitary soldiers though, 
Company of Heroes 2 is rich, dense, and 
delightfully flexible. Joseph leray

Company of Heroes 2
A serious war sim with plenty to get your head around
$39.99  manufacturer Feral Interactive, feralinteractive.com

minimum requirements: OS X 10.10.3 or later, 1.8Ghz Intel processor,  
4GB RAM, 512MB Nvidia 6xx series or later, AMD 7xxx series, or Intel Iris Pro

company of 
heroes 2

   Large number of 
customization options

   New weather mechanics 
allow for varied tactics

   Long queue times in 
multiplayer games

   Some mechanics and 
interfaces are too arcane

Good 

It’s a watery grave for 
that tank crew after a 
well-placed explosion.

Tough testing, trusted ratings
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As paranoid as this might sound, it isn’t 

far from the truth – although rest 

assured there’s no spying going on! The 

camera itself is connected to the green 

LED through a hardware connection, so 

it can’t physically be active without also 

turning on the LED and alerting you. 

Changing track numbers
After I started the Apple Music trial, 

my iTunes library has messed up. I've 

managed to get most of the album 

art back but I have a lot of compilation 

albums that I've renumbered to change 

the track order. I can manually edit 

each track number but it'll take a long 

time. Is there a way to automate this, 

so I can select an arbitrary number of 

tracks on the album and have them 

numbered from one to whatever?

To create a new track order from an 

existing album, a playlist would be a good 

idea, as it doesn’t interfere with the 

metadata and therefore doesn’t risk 

getting overwritten the next time iTunes 

decides it knows better. If you want to 

arrange tracks by modifying metadata, 

you can use AppleScript. In Automator, 

create a Service, add the Run AppleScript 

action to it and enter a script like this:

tell application “iTunes”

set mytracks to selection

set n to 1

repeat with thistrack in mytracks

set track number of thistrack to n

set n to n + 1 end repeat

end tell

My Time Capsule uses 
its own network
When I installed my Time Capsule 

and set up Time Machine, I was never 

asked which network to use – the 

system just set up a new network, 

“[my name] Wi-Fi Network,” which 

is used exclusively for Time Machine 

backups. The trouble is this network is 

not connected to the internet, or any 

of my other five PCs or Macs. This 

task is taken care of by “OP-net,” 

a home and WAN network. 

As it is today, I have to change to 

[my name] Wi-Fi Network when I want 

to deal with backups. However, most 

of the time I naturally want to stay 

on the OP-net network, which I use 

for everything else. 

I thought it would be easy or at 

least possible to set up the Time 

Machine to use the network of my 

If I put my iMac into sleep mode and return to my home office 
after a long period, I’m convinced that my iMac’s camera 
detects my movement and wakes it up, anticipating that I’m 
about to log in. It doesn’t turn on the screen but gets the 
login screen ready for when I hit a key or click the mouse. 
I have external drives that start spinning, too.

Is My iMAC WATCHINg Me?

Instead, OS X uses the ambient light 

sensor to detect movement in front of 

the screen. This should only stop the Mac 

from going to sleep, though; it won’t 

make it “get ready” if it’s already asleep. 

External drives might be triggered to 

wake up that way, however.

No spying – the 
camera can’t come 
on without the LED 
lighting up too.

TECH SUPPORT & TECHSPLANATIONS
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choice, but I’ve not been able to figure 

out how or if this can be done.  

It can be done, and it’s quite 

straightforward. Connect to the [your 

name] Wi-Fi and open AirPort Utility. 

You’ll see your Time Capsule there; click  

it and click Edit in the pop-up. On the 

Network tab, make sure that “Router 

Mode” is set to “Off (Bridge Mode).” 

Now, on the Wireless tab, your Time 

Capsule is currently set to “Create a 

wireless network,” but the setting you 

actually want is “Extend a wireless 

network.” When you switch it to this, 

you’ll see a drop-down list where you can 

select your main network – the one that 

is able to reach to the internet.

This will put the Time Capsule on 

the same Wi-Fi connection as everything 

else, but it still means that your backups 

might end up traveling through Wi-Fi 

twice – once from your Mac to the router 

and then again from the router to the 

Time Capsule. That’s really a waste 

of bandwidth so, if space and power 

outlets permit, it’s actually a better idea 

to put the Time Capsule next to the 

router, connect them with an Ethernet 

cable, and then set the Time Capsule’s 

network mode to ”Off.“ 

Unless you actually need to extend 

the range of the Wi-Fi network in your 

house, it is better not to have two access 

points broadcasting Wi-Fi signals.

Flickering Mac mini
Whenever I type the word test it gets 

instantly and automatically replaced 

with “cho "test". I think this was 

something I did myself a while ago (I’ve 

been learning to program in Python) 

but I can’t remember what it was 

and I can’t find how to remove it.

It sounds like you have added an 

autocorrect substitution. You can delete 

this in the Text tab of the Keyboard 

preferences pane. You can also see 

the same autocorrect entries via 

Terminal by typing defaults read -g 

NSUserDictionaryReplacement 

Items. (Before Mavericks, the preference 

file was NSUserReplacementItems.) So it’s 

I have a Late 2012 Mac 

mini. My digital camera 

takes 4gB microsD cards 

and I import my pictures 

into the Photos app using 

an adapter card to convert 

from microsD to sD size. I 

would like to share some 

pictures by copying them 

back onto the card, but 

whenever I try this using 

export in the Photos app, 

it warns “export Complete 

with errors” and “Could 

not write file to destination 

(1,016).” Any ideas?

That error is because the 

SD card is read-only, so this 

is much more likely to be a 

hardware problem. Does 

your SD card adaptor have a 

little slide on one edge 

(usually labeled “Lock”)? If 

so, and even if it is not in the 

lock position, this may be 

the cause. SD adapters are 

flimsy – little more than 

thin gold-plated contacts 

sandwiched in a plastic 

envelope. The write-

protect lock doesn’t 

change the electrical 

connections on the 

card itself. It’s just a 

little bit of plastic that 

slides back and forth. 

The card reader in your 

Mac detects this with 

a spring-loaded contact 

that fits into the tiny slot. 

Sometimes this gets stuck 

and the Mac thinks the card 

is locked. Blowing a can of 

compressed air into the slot 

might free it, otherwise 

you’ll need to open up the 

mini and gently prise the 

contact free.

> Is my SD card broken?

possible your programming experiments 

added a new entry using the “defaults 

write” command. Text substitutions only 

take effect in places where ordinary text 

is expected, though, such as Notes or 

TextEdit; they won’t work their magic 

in Safari’s address field, for example.

An end to frustrating 
kernel panic attacks
I was having up to six kernel panics 

per day – in fact, a day without one 

was becoming a rarity. Os X is 

supposed to allow a product to 

crash without bringing down the 

whole system, but kernel panics do 

just that – white screen, and goodbye! 

I had always taken a screen snapshot 

of the diagnostics and sent them to 

Apple, just in case, but the mass of 

hexadecimal strings and register 

names was meaningless to me. 

Finally, after enduring three months 

of this aggravation, I looked through 

Time Capsule can create its own Wi-Fi 
network or extend an existing one.
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>>> the reams of diagnostic records to see 

if there was something an amateur 

such as myself could understand, 

and I found this: “BsD process name 

corresponding to current thread:  

<name>”. Aha…

I soon discovered that “<name>” 

was always the same and that it 

belongs to a product that I had paid 

for: a virus-checking and general 

“security” system to keep my Mac 

in top condition! I used AppZapper 

to remove the entire product from my 

system. That was in April this year, 

and I have not had a kernel panic 

since. Worse than a virus possibly?

Definitely. Especially when you 

consider that there still aren’t any 

actual viruses for OS X out “in the wild.” 

Certainly you will occasionally read 

about a theoretical vulnerability or 

a proof-of-concept virus created by 

existent threat. At worst, it causes kernel 

panics. In fact, there’s a good argument 

that, provided you exercise basic caution 

and don’t click every download link you 

come across, anti-virus software does 

more harm than good, even on Windows 

PCs. On the Mac, using it basically 

amounts to superstition.

Battery etiquette
I hear a lot of conflicting advice about 

laptop batteries. some say I should 

keep it topped up at 100% and then 

let it drain all the way down once a 

month. Others say that charging 

it once a day is better… I use my 

MacBook Pro as my main computer 

and it is normally plugged into the 

mains on my desk, but I want to 

have the option of running from 

the battery occasionally.

Lithium-ion batteries don’t like 

extremes. They don’t like getting very 

cold or very hot, or spending too much 

time in a completely flat or completely 

charged state. Indeed, Apple’s advice 

at apple.com/batteries used to say of 

its lithium-ion polymer batteries: “If 

you don’t use your device often, be 

sure to complete a charge cycle at 

least once a month.” That exact text 

no longer features on the site, but 

Apple still recommends charging your 

MacBook to 50% if it’s going to be 

stored long-term.

researchers. But an actual virus that 

you are ever likely to catch? There are 

none. We have several Macs and do 

quite a lot of medium-risk things with 

them as part of our work – things like 

installing third-party utilities from 

places other than the Mac App Store, 

for example. But then we don’t buy 

drugs or weapons on the dark web 

and we don’t download pirate movies 

from peer-to-peer sites…

Most of our tech guys have never 

installed a virus scanner on any of 

their Macs and not one of them has 

experienced a virus, trojan or worm. 

Neither has almost anyone else, of 

course, but many will install anti-virus 

software on their Macs just to be on the 

safe side. Except that you’re not playing 

it safe if the anti-virus software itself is 

a leading cause of system instability.

At best it will protect you from a non-

The first virus ever seen 
in the wild infected the 
Apple II. But it can’t 
affect modern Macs 
running OS X.

It’s worth reading 
Apple’s online advice 
about charging and 
storing batteries.
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My keyboard is not 
a morning person
I have a MacBook Pro, which has 

served me well for several years. 

It originally ran Lion and has been 

updated to Mountain Lion. One thing 

I have noticed is that the built-in 

keyboard and trackpad often don’t 

work when I start up in the morning 

or resume from sleep. 

I have searched online and done all 

the recommended actions, including 

resetting the PrAM and sMC, and 

restoring Lion. Would upgrading the 

system to Mavericks or yosemite help?

This sounds more like a hardware than 

a software problem to me. The 2008 

MacBook Pro, for example, has a ribbon 

cable for the keyboard and trackpad that 

runs underneath the battery. This can 

come slightly loose over time and cause 

an intermittent connection. Initially this 

can look like a software error because 

slight thermal expansion can cause the 

connection to only break when the Mac is 

warm – or, alternatively, only when it has 

been shut down for a while and is cold.

If you’re confident to, try removing the 

battery and gently pressing the ribbon 

cable with your finger. If the keyboard 

starts (or stops) working as you do this, 

then you’re onto something. Sometimes 

just taping a small square of tissue paper 

on the cable, to apply a little extra 

pressure while the battery is installed, 

can be enough to buy you a bit more 

life from your MacBook.

Turbulent AirPlay
I have an iMac with yosemite with the 

latest update, an iPad Air 2, AirPort 

express (latest model) and a router. 

They are all linked wirelessly to 

my digital converter to play music 

on my hi-fi in a separate room. I can 

play any music I have on the Amazon 

application on my computer together 

with Amazon Music on my iPad and it 

is excellent, no dropouts. I then try to 

play items on remote and it is so full 

of dropouts that it’s impossible to 

listen to. Why can’t I have the same 

continuous performance from remote?

The iOS Remote app adds a bit of 

extra network load but most home Wi-Fi 

networks should have more than enough 

bandwidth to handle this at the same 

time as streaming the audio over AirPlay.  

If you click the AirPlay icon next to the 

volume slider in iTunes, you should see 

an option for “Multiple Speakers” in the 

pop-up menu. Selecting this has been 

reported to help. A different solution is 

to set your Wi-Fi router to use a fixed 

Wi-Fi channel, rather than its automatic 

setting, which causes it to search to find 

the one that’s clearest at the time. This 

might be causing the problem.

> Shut down more quickly
Is there a quicker way to 

shut down my Mac? When 

I select shut Down from 

the Apple menu it takes 

almost a minute, and 

frequently fails altogether 

because iTunes decides 

to restart itself. 

I’ve read that the 

Terminal command 

shutdown -h now will 

shut the Mac down 

instantly. But is that safe? 

Not really. Shutting down 

from Terminal requires all 

apps to immediately save 

their cached data and they 

only have a second or two 

to do this before the rug is 

pulled from under their feet 

anyway. If you have unsaved 

documents open, you might 

not even see the prompt to 

save. Shutting down from 

the menu is slower precisely 

because it waits to make 

sure that each app has had 

time to shut down.

Ultimately, if your Mac 

takes too long to shut 

down, why not just sleep it? 

Modern Macs use next to no 

electricity in sleep mode and 

restart almost instantly. Hold 

Alt+ç and press power. 

Press any key to resume.

If your MacBook Pro’s keyboard and trackpad 
are playing up when you start up, there might 
be a problem with the ribbon cable.
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Make Finder more productive
Learn the shortcuts that can speed you around OS X’s file manager

REQUIRES

>   OS X 10.10 or higher

LEVEL

>  Easy

IT WILL TAKE

>  15 minutes

 Quick look  Customize Finder

Sidebar favorites
In the Sidebar section of Finder’s General 

preferences, you can define which system folders, 

shared items, device types and tags you want visible 

in all Finder windows and Open/Save dialogs.

Custom favorites
To add custom folders/documents to the sidebar, 

drag them from Finder. Apps must be ç-dragged.

Containing folders
ç-click the title bar of a Finder window and 

you’ll see its containing folders. Select one and the 

view will change. ç+ß-select one and the folder 

opens in a new tab.

Toolbar customization
Right-click a Finder toolbar for options to show 

icons-only, text-only or both text and icons. You can 

also access the “Customize Toolbar” sheet for 

adjusting Finder buttons/spacing.

Spaces and groups
Finder toolbar items are positioned, added 

and removed using drag and drop. Use spaces to 

make uncluttered and logical groups of buttons.

Actions
The Actions button provides fast access 

to Finder commands, such as duplicating items 

and arrange options.

Get Info
The Get Info button mirrors File > Get Info 

(ç+i), providing a window with details for each 

item. Use ç+ß+i on multiple selected items 

and their Get Info window is grouped.

Preview column
You can add a preview column to all Finder 

views by using View > Show Preview (ç+ß+P).

Path bar
The path bar is akin to the containing folders 

menu, except that you can drop items into any of the 

small folders. Double-click to open a folder. right-click 

for the Open/Show options.

Status bar
The status bar along the bottom of the window 

gives details on the number of items in the current 

folder and space available on the drive. In Icon view, 

you get an icon size slider. Craig grannell

HOW TO DO ANYTHING ON YOUR MAC, iPHONE & iPAD
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Favorite places
What you place in Finder’s sidebar 

impacts what you see in Open and Save 

dialog boxes. Favorites (along with shared 

items and devices) are mirrored. You can 

reorder/add/remove items from the 

sidebar within these boxes. 

Use the Go menu
You can stash favorite places in 

Finder’s sidebar, but it’s quicker to use 

shortcuts. Click Go to see examples. 

Library is hidden in Yosemite/El Capitan, 

but can be shown in the Go menu by 

holding Option when it’s open.

explore view options
With any Finder window open, go 

to View > Show View Options (ç+J) to 

see options for the current window. For 

example, in Icon view, there’s a slider for 

icon sizes. Arrange/sort options can be 

defined for individual folders.

Switch views
If you drag an item to the file list 

in a dialog box, the folder shown in the 

box will switch to the location of the item; 

many keyboard shortcuts – including for 

views and Go menu location (such as 

ç+ß+D for Desktop) – work there.

Get around faster
Navigate Finder windows using 

the keyboard. Tap letters to jump to items 

beginning with those characters. Use the 

cursor keys to change the item: ç+… to 

go up a level in the folder hierarchy, or 

ç+æ to open a selected folder.

Sort your desktop
Use View Options to sort by name, 

and use a fairly big icon size, to make 

things clickable. In Finder’s General 

preferences, define whether you want 

hard disks, external disks, optical media 

and servers to appear on the desktop.

Change your view
Each view type (Icon, List, 

Columns, Cover Flow) has a keyboard 

shortcut, as do arrange types – listing by 

name, date or size. Certain view types 

work best in certain situations, and a 

quick switch between them saves time.

Copy, paste, move
To file a document, select the one 

you want to move in Finder and then use 

Copy (ç+C). Find the target location in 

Finder and then either use Paste (ç+V) 

to send a copy, or Move Item Here 

(ç+å+V) to move the item.

A CLASSIC 
LooK

You can hide the sidebar, toolbar and 
path bar. Use the View menu or related 
shortcuts to achieve this. Note that with 
the toolbar hidden, you can’t use tabs.

 How to  Speed up working in Finder
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with emails, timing is everything. 
When writing an email to a work 
colleague over the weekend, you 
may want to send it on Monday 

morning – ensuring that it isn’t buried under 
new correspondence. If you’re emailing friends 
overseas, it helps to match their time zone.

If you’re using OS X’s Mail application, there 
isn’t an obvious way to choose when an email is 
sent. Happily, there is a solution – one that’s 
already installed on your Mac, called Automator.

Automator is your Mac’s computerized chef. 
Its ingredients are a Mac’s processes, and the 
recipes it produces are the files you can create 
to manage your workflow. These files can be 
triggered by your Calendar, so you can clearly see 
when your messages are set to be sent. Automator 
gives you the same control that Microsoft’s 
Outlook provides with its “delayed delivery” 
feature, with the bonus of working with a 
variety of apps on your Mac.

While it’s complex at first glance, Automator 
soon becomes as easy as designing a flow chart. 
Let’s check it out. adam smith

automate your emails
Extend Mail with this free trick for scheduling messages

REQUIRES

>   OS X 10.10

LEVEL

>  Hard

IT WILL TAKE

>  30 minutes

 Quick look  automator

File types
Workflow files are created and run in Automator, 

while Applications can be used without opening it.

The library
Every app that can be controlled by Automator 

is listed in this Library pane.

The specifics
After choosing an app, the second column 

shows the actions you can ask that app to perform. 

As we’ll see, you drag these into the pane on the right 

in a specific order, such as “New Mail Message” and 

then “Send Outgoing Messages.”

Record mode
For apps that do not include actions, you 

can record your key presses using the controls in 

the top right corner (which adds a “Watch Me Do” 

action), and export them as a workflow or app to 

be activated at any time.

>>>Create
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TURn  
IT off

To turn off your Mac after a workflow has 
run, add the Run AppleScript action (found 
in the Utilities category) as its very last 
action, and enter the script above in it.

drag and drop
Drag the New Mail Message action 

into the workflow panel on the right. Add 

the recipient’s address, subject line and 

so on. To send multiple emails to different 

people, drag and drop another New Mail 

Message action below the first one.

Launch Automator
In Launchpad, you need to go 

to the easily missed “Other” folder that 

holds specialist apps. You’ll probably find 

it more convenient, and certainly faster, 

to open Automator through Spotlight 

(ç+Spacebar).

Set when it runs
The easiest way to manage when 

your applications run is using event alerts 

in Apple’s Calendar. Create an event 

which will act as a trigger – and if you’re 

using Automator to send multiple emails, 

clearly indicate how many emails.

The final order
Drag and drop Send Outgoing 

Messages to the bottom of the workflow 

panel. While you can add other actions 

before this, you must make sure that 

Send Outgoing Messages is the last 

action relating to Mail to run. 

Make an application
When Automator loads, it will 

preselect the Workflow document type. 

Instead, select the Application type. 

Applications are workflows that can run 

outside of Automator, and so can be 

opened using other apps. 

custom alerts
Under the Alert section of 

the event, choose Custom > Open File. 

Change the setting for Calendar to 

“Other,” select the Automator application 

you made, and change the time the alert 

will activate to “At time of event.”

Save your app
Once all commands are in the 

workflow pane, save your application 

somewhere easily accessible, such as 

your Documents folder. You will not 

need the app again so feel free to 

trash it once it has run.

explore actions
In the Library panel, select the 

Mail category. Drag items from the left 

into the large pane on the right to set up 

a sequence of actions to execute. If you 

have other email applications installed, 

you might also see actions for it.

 How to  Choose when your emails are sent

How to do anything on your Mac, iPhone & iPad
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Lay it out
Inside the Shape, lay out your photos. Add drop 

shadows or frame lines to images, overlap them etc. Use 

stacking order from the Arrange part of the Inspector 

to make sure overlaps go the way you want, and Edit 

Mask from the Inspector’s Image pane to crop them.

Check dimensions
Find the page size of the book – at www.apple.

com/uk/mac/print-products or displayed when you 

create a new book in Photos. In Pages, create a blank 

landscape document; make it larger than the page size 

using the Document Inspector. We’re going for A3.

Export it
When finished, give your page a text title if you 

want – keep the type quite large to maintain readability. 

Delete the guide frame you created so that it doesn’t 

get printed. Go to File > Export to > PDF… Choose Best 

image quality and save the PDF to a new folder.

Place a guide
Add a new rectangular Shape the same size as 

your page. This acts as a guide, to keep images inside 

its boundaries. If you use Guides, clicking Show Rulers 

allows you to drag them to the edges of your Shape; 

your images will snap to them to prevent overflow.

When you make a photo book in the 
Photos app, you can customize the 
layout of your pages, but you can 
make totally original layouts in Pages 

instead. As long as your images are in the right 
file format, you can import holiday snaps, fine art 
portraits or pages of text rendered as images for 
your photo books (JPEG compression can make 
text look poor, so if you add text, use PNG 
instead). Unfortunately, Pages isn’t capable of 

Customize a photo book
Combine Photos, Pages and Preview to create unique photo books

exporting your layouts directly as an image file, 
but it is capable of outputting a PDF, and that’s 
where Preview comes in, quickly and easily 
converting those PDFs into an image file format 
that Photos can handle. We’re concentrating on 
photo books here, but you could use the same 
technique to produce calendars, prints ready for 
framing or even a jigsaw. Remember to keep the 
quality settings high when preparing files for 
print, to get the best end results. Ian evenden

tool 
school

Rectangular selection
Preview enables you to 
select only part of your 
image file, whether you 
want to crop or apply 
an effect. It used to 
be represented by a 
button, but in recent 
versions it’s hidden 
in the Tools menu.

REQUIREs

>   OS X 10.10 or higher

lEVEl

>  Medium

It WIll tAKE

>  15 minutes per page

>>>Create
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Convert
Open the PDF in Preview. We laid out a page 

larger than the book page, so we need to crop excess 

white space. Use the Rectangular Selection tool to drag 

a box, then hit Crop (ç+K). Select Export from the 

File menu; choose JPEG or PNG format and save it.

Add to a book
To add photos to book pages just drag and drop. 

For your custom Pages images, make sure “1 Photo” is 

selected in the Layout Options so it appears across the 

whole of the page. Use this setting for any full-page 

photos, adding text if needed using other options.

Import to Photos
Repeat these steps for every page you want. 

Import your final pictures into Photos, and add them to 

an album. Select a type of book, choose the album, click 

+ then Add to Book. Choose the book size and Theme, 

and it should appear with photos along the bottom.

Ready to order
Make sure every piece of placeholder text has 

been replaced and every space for a photo has been 

filled – Photos will not let you proceed with missing 

images but it will if there’s placeholder text, although 

it does warn you. Hit Buy Book to place your order.

UnUsEd 
photos

Photos provides an 
Unused Photos button 
at the bottom of the 
interface when creating 
a print product. This 
is incredibly useful if 
you’ve added lots of 
photos to your project 
but haven’t yet found 
them all a home on the 
pages of your book, 
since it flags up those 
you haven’t placed.

Apply 
AnyWhERE

Apple’s photo books are charged to your Apple 
account and ship in three to five business days. 
That’s very convenient, but Apple’s books are 
also very expensive in what’s become a crowded 
market. The process of laying out images in 
Pages beforehand can be used for any printing 
service that allows you to upload images to a 
website before organizing them into a book, 
so shop around to find the best deal.

Competitor services include Shutterfly, 
Mixbook, Snapfish, and many others. All of these 
companies offer slightly different services, 
but photo books are very common.
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Most of us know that Dropbox is a 
cloud storage service that syncs files 
in a folder on your Mac with your 
account in the cloud. 

There is, however, a great deal more to Dropbox 
than just storing, syncing, and sharing files. 
Firstly, there’s the ability to use the Dropbox iOS 
app to automatically upload photos taken with 
your iPhone or iPad to Dropbox. You choose which 
photos or other files to upload, and where in your 
Dropbox account to store them. 

Then there’s copying a Dropbox link to your 
clipboard with a click; and thanks to iOS share 
sheets, you can push files to your Dropbox 
account from other apps, such as Photos.

Knowing how to use these lesser-known 
Dropbox features will help you get as much from 
it as possible. Kenny HeMpHill

Make more of Dropbox
There’s more to this cloud storage service than just stashing files

REQUIRES

>   A Dropbox account

LEVEL

>  Easy

IT WILL TAKE

>  30 minutes

Back-up your blog
You can back-up your blog on your 

own hosting space, but that won’t help you 

if your web host has problems with its 

servers or if you get locked out of your 

account. Wordpress Backup to Dropbox 

(wpb2d.com) is a plugin for Wordpress that 

enables you to, well, back up to Dropbox. 

Install it on your Wordpress blog and set the 

frequency of the back up.

Host a website
Why pay for web hosting when you 

can use the storage on your Dropbox 

account? OK, so you won’t get any of the 

bells and whistles you get with a hosting 

account, but if all you need is to be able to 

host a few HTML pages, it’s ideal. Go to 

Pancake (pancake.io) and set up an account 

to get going. All the instructions you need 

are on the website.

Dropbox, IFTTT, Flickr
If This Then That can monitor a 

specific folder in your Dropbox and perform 

an action on any file added to it. Go to 

IFTTT.com and create an account, then add 

your Dropbox and Flickr accounts. Create a 

“recipe” with Dropbox as the trigger, and 

select a folder. Set Flickr as the Action. 

When you upload a photo to that Dropbox 

folder, it will be added to your Flickr page.

 How to  extend Dropbox’s features

>>>Create

92   Dec 2015  maclife.com



Access files offline
The Dropbox iOS app allows you to 

Favorite files stored in your Dropbox. Why 

would you want to do that? Because when 

you Favorite a file, it’s downloaded to your 

device and is accessible offline. So if you 

store music in Dropbox (you can play music 

directly from the Dropbox app), you can 

Favorite a folder with tracks in it to 

download and listen to them at any time.

Print PDFs to Dropbox
Want all those online shopping 

receipts in one place and on all devices? 

Create a folder for them in Dropbox. Then, 

whenever you buy anything, print the 

receipt using the PDF menu on the print 

dialog. Now click Edit Menu and in the next 

window, click the “+” and navigate to the 

folder you just created. The folder will be 

added to the list; use it to save PDF receipts.

easily add to iBooks
iBooks is a great place to store, 

organize, and read PDF instruction manuals 

and reports. You can add them directly from 

Safari in iOS, but what if they’re on your 

Mac and not online? Copy the file to 

Dropbox on your Mac, find it in the Dropbox 

app on your iPhone or iPad, and tap “Open 

in” then “iBooks.” The PDF will open in 

iBooks and be added to your iBooks library. 

Sync selectively
By default, Dropbox syncs 

everything you store in it with your Mac. 

You can, however, choose what to sync if 

you prefer. Click the Dropbox icon on your 

Mac’s menu bar then click the cog at the 

bottom. Click Preferences > Account. 

Opposite “Selective Sync,” click Change 

Settings and then uncheck the folders you 

don’t want to sync.

Move a file
Moving a file from one folder to 

another isn’t easy on iOS. Thankfully, there’s 

another way. Find the file you want to move, 

then swipe left to right over it to reveal 

options. Tap the box with an arrow coming 

out of its side. Now navigate to the folder 

where you want to move it and tap Move at 

the bottom of the screen. Alternatively, tap 

Create Folder to put it in a new folder.

Sync preferences
Some apps enable you to put 

preference files in a shared folder and open 

instances of the app on different machines 

with the same setup, thanks to the synced 

preferences. In this case you can use 

Dropbox to store the file. Because Dropbox 

keeps a local copy of everything you store 

in it, the app sees it as just another folder 

(which it actually is).

 How to  Master Dropbox on ios

 How to  use Dropbox like a pro
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Apple’s News App provides you 
with a single place to catch up on 
happenings related to all your 
interests, whether that’s current 

affairs, technology updates, the world of 
entertainment or something else. If you’ve ever 
subscribed to a favorite website’s updates using 
RSS, you’ll be familiar with the concept – the 
difference here is that you don’t need to visit a 
site using the Safari web browser. Instead, news 
organizations and other types of publishers sign 

Keep up to date with Apple News
Get all of your news about the world and personal interests in one place

REQUIRES

>  iOS 9’s News app

LEVEL

>  Anyone can do it

IT WILL TAKE

>  10 minutes

 Visual guide  Finding your way round the News app

News stories
News items from your subscribed 

sources appear here, listed with a short 

excerpt, a logo that indicates the source, 

and an indication of how long ago the 

item was published, and sometimes a 

thumbnail image, too. You can simply tap 

an item to open it, or apply light pressure 

on an entry to take a closer peek at its 

contents, then press harder if you want 

to read the whole item. Alternatively, you 

can swipe upwards from the preview to 

mark the item as something you like, to 

save it to your reading list, or to share 

the item with other people by private 

message or on a social network. These 

same actions are available from icons in 

the bottom toolbar once you’ve popped 

open a story.

For You
Selected stories from your 

favorite sources are displayed on the 

For You screen in list form, sometimes 

with a preview image. Sometimes the 

app will mix in categories that might 

be of interest, so that you don’t only 

discover them by manually (see step 4). 

Favorites
Any sources you subscribe to 

during the initial setup process, or later 

under Explore (again see step 4) are 

listed here. Tap one to browse its full 

range of updates.

Explore
After the initial set-up, tap here to 

find more news sources. The advantage 

of this page is that you can browse by 

topic, including technology, sport and 

health, so you can quickly add specific 

interests to your growing list of favorites.

Search
Just like searching the iTunes 

Store for music and films, you can enter 

search terms, from very broad ones, such 

as “TV,” to very specific interests, such as 

“Star Wars.” 

Saved stories
 You can bookmark individual 

stories so they’re easy to find. Saved 

stories are shown in a list like the For 

You page, and you can share them in 

a private message or on social media.

up to be listed in Apple’s catalog of content 
providers, which you can browse in the News app 
and tap a button to add them to your customized 
digital newspaper or magazine.

Of course, you’ll want to be able to share 
interesting things you read with other people. 
Naturally, the sharing options built into iOS – 
to mark things as favorites or to send links to 
them by private message such as email or to 
social networks like Facebook and Twitter – 
are available in the News app. 

>>>Create
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 How to  set up your News subscriptions

Favorite channels
Channels you added during step 1 

are listed here, and you can add more 

from the Explore page (see step 5). To 

remove a channel, tap Edit (top right) and 

the “X” in the top left corner. Tap Done 

to return to reading. Tap a channel listed 

here to browse that publisher’s stories. 

Browsing some channels directly, such 

as CNN, ESPN, Us Weekly and Reuters, 

provides a means to browse their 

broad content by category.

 Get started
When you open the News app, you 

get a link to the service’s privacy policy. 

Tap Get Started, then browse the 

suggested channels, tapping any you 

want to subscribe to (highlighted with 

a blue border). More channels appear 

as you scroll; once you’ve added major 

news providers, you’re better off tapping 

Continue (bottom of the screen) and 

finding specialist interests another way…

 Find more channels
At the top of the Explore page, 

the app suggests channels and topics you 

might also be interested in. Tap the + (top 

right) of one of them to subscribe to it, or 

tap on its graphic to investigate; tap the + 

at the top right of the screen to subscribe 

to it. Further down the Explore page, you 

can browse for channels by category; the 

same shortcuts already described work 

there, too. If you still can’t find what you 

want, tap Search and enter keywords.

 Selected for you
When you tap Continue, News will 

prepare a list of interesting stories from 

the channels you selected. You’ll be taken 

to the For You page, where these stories 

appear in a list. Tap one to open it. Either 

lightly press on it to take a peek, or if it 

has a larger picture and extra lines of 

text, press harder to reveal the story in 

full. When you return to the list, items 

that you’ve read are grayed.

 Reading tips
Among the actions listed when 

you tap the Share icon while reading a 

story is Report a Concern. This draws 

Apple’s attention to content that’s 

contentious, “broken” or improperly 

categorized. When you open stories that 

originate on a channel’s website, you’ll 

see only a summary until you swipe 

upwards to load the whole thing. This 

can be overridden in Settings app; go to 

News and turn off Show Story Previews.

Share and save
Three icons appear at the bottom 

of a story. The Share icon enables you to 

share the story on social networks and in 

private messages, add a link in Notes or 

Reminders, open the version published 

on the web in Safari, or report concerns 

about the content. The heart icon marks 

a story as something you like. The 

bookmark adds the story to the Saved 

page so you can quickly find it again. 

How to do anything on your Mac, iPhone & iPad

 maclife.com  DEC 2015   95



MAC

iPAD

iPHONE

Subscribe to 

Choose your 
perfect package

Ahead of the curve, and endlessly entertaining…

Only $17.99
Every Year

Instant digital access on your iPad, 
iPhone, and Android device.

Only $24.95
Every Year

Every issue delivered to your door 
at a fraction of the cost.

Get the DiGital eDitiOn Get the Print eDitiOn

interaCtive 
iPaD eDitiOn - 

inCluDeS extra 
imaGeS anD 
interaCtive 

featureS

96   DEC 2015  maclife.com



Get both the Print & 
 Digital editions for only
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THE Mid-1990s was an exciting time for 

videogames. In home consoles, the Super 

Nintendo Entertainment System (SNES) 

was battling the Sega Genesis for a multi-

billion dollar market. When Sony released 

the PlayStation at the end of 1994, it sold 

more than two million units in Japan in 

six months. By the time it launched in the 

US in September 1995, it had a rival from 

an unexpected source: Apple.

Not that the Pippin ever bore an Apple 

logo. The clues were in its fruit-related 

name – the Newtown Pippin is a more 

acidic relative of the McIntosh cultivar – and 

its rainbow-colored “PiPP!N” branding. 

Manufactured by Mitsubishi, it was 

units in Japan, then 300,000 black  

“@WORLD” models, bundled with dial-up 

internet, in the US. In reality, around 

40,000 Pippins were sold in total before 

the project was abandoned, hurting Bandai 

financially and hastening Spindler’s 

departure from Apple.

With its Mac-derived OS and home 

gaming aspirations, 2015’s Apple TV could 

be seen as a successor to the Pippin. That 

would be too romantic. But if the company 

learned one thing, it was to follow its own 

vision – and make its own hardware.

designed by Bandai around a version of the 

Mac OS. Apple, under CEO Michael Spindler, 

wanted to license out its software to third 

parties. Bandai saw a way to expand beyond 

action figures. But neither company had 

sufficient focus. The shy Spindler was a 

notoriously poor evangelist. Makoto 

Yamashina, playboy son of Bandai’s elderly 

founder, was inexperienced in high tech.

To their credit, the Pippin did at least 

materialize. However, it was packed with 

hot new features, such as a modem, that 

tripled its price compared to rivals, and it 

had almost no game developers on board. 

It was a $600 doorstop. Yamashina boldly 

forecast sales of 200,000 white “Atmark” 
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Bandai pippin
As the Apple TV relaunches with consoles in its sights,  
Adam Banks recalls a less-than-illustrious predecessor
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In the mid-90s this was 
the potential future of 
multimedia consoles…
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