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How tHe bloody Hell did  
tHis Happen?

Over the last few weeks we must’ve asked 
ourselves this question literally a hundred 
times. Whatever the answer, one simple 
fact remains – we’ve officially made 200 
issues of Rock Sound and lived to tell the 
tale. Considering we spend most of our time 
playing darts, lobbing frisbees over the heads 
of terrified interns or trying to kick footballs 
into the office bins, this is no mean feat, but 
seeing as we’ve made it this far, we figured we 
might as well push the boat out for  
the occasion.

With that in mind, we’ve compiled a list of 
the 200 moments that we feel best define 
Rock Sound’s lifetime, going all the way back 
to 1999. Gigs, albums, triumph, tragedy, 
celebration, controversy – you’ll find all of this 

and more, along with words from some of the 
biggest rockstars in the world today. It’s a real 
blood, sweat and tears affair, but we think it’s a 
fitting tribute to a quite amazing 16 years.

You may also have noticed that this issue 
comes with a free CD, crammed full of the 
biggest and best bands around covering some 
of the best rock tracks of our generation. Turn 
to page 6 to find out a bit more about that, 
and in the meantime, whack it on your stereo 
or in your laptop and turn it up loud.

Enjoy the issue, you lot, and here’s to another 
200. We’re off for a sit down…



 NEWS & REGULARS
06 WORSHIP AND TRIBUTES
 This month we’ve done something extra special for 

our free cover mount CD. Read on to find out exactly 
what’s going down. Seriously, it is absolutely mega.

08  ISSUE IN NUMBERS
 Ever wondered what goes into making this magazine 

each and every month? Even if you haven’t, you’re 
about to find out, in the form of numbers. Lovely, 
lovely numbers.

10  VIC FUENTES
 We all need advice sometimes, so it’s lucky for us (and 

you, of course) that the Pierce The Veil frontman is on 
hand to guide us through the maze that is life. Phew!

12  COREY TAYLOR
 This month, the Slipknot vocalist has his say on the 

weird and wonderful world of the male mind. Contains 
mental images of dancing goths that some people 
may find disturbing.

14  SMASH & GRAB 
 You! Yes, you! How would you and some of your 

closest chums like to go to Download Festival, 
completely free of charge? Well, your luck is most 
definitely in this month.

16  FASHIONABLY GREAT
 Where do you find the time in this fast and 

frantic world to scope out the latest clothing and 
merchandise essentials? Fortunately, we’re here to do 
the hard work for you.

FEATURES
21 THE 200 MOMENTS THAT DEFINED OUR LIFETIME 
 The stars. The stories. The gigs. The albums. Whatever 

the occasion, this is the most comprehensive guide 
to the moments that shook the world of rock hardest 
over the last 16 years. From Green Day and Slipknot 
to Paramore and Bring Me The Horizon, these are the 
stories that affected your world like few others. 

47  COMMEMORATIVE POSTERS
 To celebrate 200 issues of pure rock brilliance, this 

month we’ve turned eight of our most memorable 
covers of all time into top notch posters. Get them on 
your wall, pronto! 
 

ALBUMS
72 THE STORY SO FAR
76 FAITH NO MORE
84 TWENTY ONE PILOTS

LIVES
88 SLEEPING WITH SIRENS / PIERCE THE VEIL 
90 SYSTEM OF A DOWN
92 OF MICE & MEN

IN ROCK SOUND
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1. YOU ME AT SIX
‘Kings And Queens’
Originally taken from the album 
‘This Is War’ 
by Thirty Seconds To Mars

2. ENTER SHIKARI
‘Chop suey!’
Originally taken from the album
‘Toxicity’ 
by System Of A Down

3. ARCHITECTS
‘WAit And Bleed’
Originally taken from the album
‘Slipknot’ 
by Slipknot

4. TWIN ATLANTIC
‘Beverly hills’
Originally taken from the album
‘Make Believe’  
by Weezer

5. NECK DEEP
‘JuneAu’
Originally taken from the album
‘Casually Dressed And Deep In Conversation’
by Funeral For A Friend

6. BURY TOMORROW
‘Bring Me to life’
Originally taken from the album
‘Fallen’ 
by Evanescence 

7. LOWER THAN ATLANTIS
‘everything is Alright’
Originally taken from the album
‘Commit This To Memory’  
by Motion City Soundtrack 

8. FUNERAL FOR A FRIEND
‘i CAn CliMB MountAins’
Originally taken from the album 
‘The Neon Handshake’ 
by Hell Is For Heroes

9. WE ARE THE OCEAN
‘the pretender’
Originally taken from the album
‘Echoes, Silence, Patience & Grace’ 
by Foo Fighters

10. AS IT IS
‘the only exCeption’
Originally taken from the album
‘Brand New Eyes’ 
by Paramore

11. THE DEFILED
‘it never ends’
Originally taken from the album
‘There Is A Hell, Believe Me I’ve Seen It.  There Is A 
Heaven, Let’s Keep It A Secret’ by Bring Me The Horizon

12. STRAY FROM THE PATH
‘BACK to sChool’
Originally taken from the EP 
‘Back To School’ 
by Deftones

13. HACKTIVIST
‘roCK superstAr’
Originally taken from the album 
‘Skull & Bones’ 
by Cypress Hill

14. ROAM
‘soMedAy’
Originally taken from the album 
‘The Long Road’
by Nickelback

AND THE TRACKS ON YOUR ‘WORSHIP AND TRIBUTES’ CD ARE...

When it came to 
deciding exactly how 
to commemorate our 

200th issue, there was really only 
one way that we wanted to do it – in 
the form of a completely unique 
and equally awesome CD. After all, 
we’re a music magazine, so why 
would we want to focus on anything 
but the music on such a prestigious 
occasion? There were a number 
of ways we could’ve done this. We 
could’ve had bands re-recording an 
entire classic album, or if we’d been 
feeling lazy, got a bunch of bands to 
cover pop songs in a totally-not-a-
rip-off-of-‘Punk Goes Pop’ fashion. 
Instead, we kept things simple – we 
got some of the biggest and best 
bands around to cover the biggest 
and best rock songs released since 
the first issue of Rock Sound hit 
shelves in 1999. It wasn’t easy to 
say the least, but we hope you agree 
that the end product was certainly 

worth the wait. On behalf of every 
single member of the Rock Sound 
team, thank you to each and every 
person involved in making this CD 
happen. Most importantly, thank 
you the readers for giving us the 
platform from which to launch such 
an awesome project. We really mean 
it when we say that we could not do 
this without your undying support, 
and that is something that we will 
never, ever take for granted. 
 
This CD is for you. 

Until next time you beautiful, 
wonderful lot…

 

 
 
Rock Sound Editor



T H E  N E W  A L B U M

1 8 T H  M A Y



1 A big number for All Time Low, this, as 
last month’s cover stars’ new album 
‘Future Hearts’ hit the top spot in the 

UK charts. Well in, boys!

8 
Days Rock Sound 
super sub freelancer 
Rob ‘Silent But 
Deadly’ Sayce spent 
working in the office 
to help us see this 
issue over the line. 
Well done that man. 

89 
Times the new Don 

Broco song ‘Fire’ 
made Editor Ryan 
do his rasta Bobby 

D impression.  
“Me got to!”

0.5 
Seconds it took for him to complete the job 

before he began work on our next covers 
CD. If you think this one is good, wait till you 

hear what we have up our sleeves…

5.6
Hours of proper 

sleep Editor Ryan 
Bird has had over 

the past six months 
trying to compile 
the damn thing. 
What a champ!

200
The approximate play count our covermount 

CD ‘Worship And Tributes’ has had on the 
office stereo, our iPods, in our dreams.  

Bit good, innit?

265,891 
Times we checked and checked and checked 
and checked on the dates of all 200 things in 

our cover feature. So if there are any mistakes in 
there, have a heart, eh? Also, sorry about that.

265,891 
Times we really, really, really, really regretted the 
idea of doing a list featuring 200 different things. 

Seriously, we regretted it a lot.

ISSUE
200

OVERHEARD 
IN THE OFFICE

“I’ll never look at Marge Simpson 
the same way again...” 
Poor Ryan Bird got a bit lost on the internet 
this month and saw some things…

“So hot right now.” 
Mike McCabe channels his 
inner Hansel.

“I look directly into the 
sun every time it’s sunny.” 
Bless Ben Crudgington – defying science, 
reason and common sense so you don’t 
have to.

“I love banter, it’s my jam.”  
Monster lad Ryan Bird embraces his calling 
in life.

“There’s loads of bum dust on it.” 
Bum dust expert Ben Crudgington offers his 
expert diagnosis on… something.

DECKS 
OF DEATH
WHAT’S bEEN SHAKINg  
ROCK SOUND TOWERS 
THIS MONTH… 

ryan bird
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
‘Rock Sound: Worship 
And Tributes’ 
TWENTY ONE PILOTS 
‘Blurryface’ 
SLEEPINg WITh 
SIRENS ‘Madness’ 
ThE STORY SO FAR  
‘The Story So Far’ 
DON BROCO‘Automatic’

 

 
david mclaughlin 

FAITh NO mORE  
‘Sol Invictus’ 
BOmB ThE mUSIC 
INDUSTRY 
‘Adults!!!: Smart!!! 
Shithammered!!! And 
Excited By Nothing!!!!!!!’ 
SUPERhEAVEN 
‘Ours Is Chrome’ 
LONELY ThE BRAVE  

                    ‘The Day’s War’ 
                                          DON BROCO‘Automatic’ 
 

 
andy biddulPh 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
‘Rock Sound: Worship 
And Tributes’ 
WARS ‘And So The Sea 
Will Claim Us All’ 
BROADSIDE ‘Old Bones’ 
YOUNg gUNS ‘Ones And 
Zeros’ 
WE CAmE FROm 
WOLVES 

                      ‘We Came From Wolves’ 
 

 
miKE mcCabE 

SUPERhEAVEN 
‘Ours Is Chrome’ 
DRENgE ‘Undertow’ 
DEATh gRIPS 
‘Jenny Death’ 
KENDRICK LAmAR 
‘To Pimp A Butterfly’ 
ACTION BRONSON 
‘Mr. Wonderful’ 
 

 
ThE CrudgE 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
‘Rock Sound: Worship 
And Tributes’ 
COAL ChAmBER 
‘Rivals’ 
FAITh NO mORE  
‘Sol Invictus’ 
TURA SATANA 
‘Relief Through Release’ 

                                   ChUNK! NO, CAPTAIN ChUNK! 
                                     ‘Get Lost, Find Yourself’

153
Times the Rock Sound office got turned into 

a virtual dancefloor when we put the new 
Don Broco record on. Digital Editor Andy 

Biddulph is a surprisingly nimble-fingered  
air bassist…

2 
Times we caught Issues, Sleeping With 

Sirens and Pierce The Veil in the UK on The 
World Tour. And our ears are still ringing. 

You lot love to scream, eh?! 3 Staff members that lost their shit at the sight of seeing Sleeping 
With Sirens cooking crispy duck on Sunday Brunch. Big up to 
Gabe Barham for wearing chaps, though!
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POINTING YOUIN THE

WITH

VIC FUENTES

 
GOT A 

QUESTION? 
EMAIL VIC AT 

RSVP@
ROCKSOUND.TV

If VIc couldn’t 
answer your 
questIon but 
you’re stIll In 

need of help, adVIce or sIMply soMeone 
to talk to, help Is at hand.
Samaritans are here to talk 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. All queries are strictly confidential and there is no 
religious affiliation whatsoever. If you need guidance, 
call the Samaritans on 08457 90 90 90 (UK) or contact 
them on email via jo@samaritans.org.

I LIKE MY JOB BUT LATELY IT’S 
REALLY BRINGING ME DOWN. IT 
TAKES ME TWO HOURS TO GET 
THERE AND THE SAME BACK. 

MENTALLY IT’S A REAL GRIND. I FEEL LIKE I 
JUST CAN’T DO THIS MUCH LONGER.  
TAMARA
“I give you a lot of credit for struggling hard to 
make a living. But yes, uninspiring places can eat 
away at your mental heath if you stay locked up 
in them for too long. Staying trapped inside of a 
headspace like that can really do some damage 
after a while. So, unless this job is pursuing 
something that you are extremely passionate 
about, I don’t see the sense in making the long 
trip. And if you feel like you’re being mentally 
drained from all of the hassle, it’s probably time 
for a change. There are always new paths to take 
in life.”

LATELY I’VE BEEN HAVING THE 
WEIRDEST URGES TO LEARN 
NEW THINGS. I NEARLY BOUGHT 
A TRUMPET RECENTLY AND I 

HAVE ZERO INTEREST IN THEM. I FEEL LIKE 
I’M ON HEAT OR SOMETHING! 
ANDREW
“Your wild ambition is a gift, and you should let 
that fire burn as long as you can! You remind me 
of a character from this film called The Brothers 
Bloom, where a secluded girl spends her entire 
life mastering uncountable things that spark her 
attention. One of my favorite things in the world 
is finding out about the hidden and unexpected 
talents that my friends have. For example, I 
found out that our US booking agent was an 
award-winning gymnast as a child. It’s these 
odd experiences and stories that make people 
interesting. Sometimes I do the strangest things, 
just to know what they feel like.”
 

NO MATTER WHAT JOB I DO I’M 
NEVER HAPPY. I’M 19 AND HAVE 
HAD FOUR OR FIVE JOBS NOW. 
EVERY TIME I GET ONE I CAN 

ONLY LAST A MONTH OR TWO BEFORE I 

BECOME SO MISERABLE I HAVE TO LEAVE. 
HOW CAN I HELP MYSELF STICK IT OUT?
ROSIE
“Finding a job that you love can be a wearisome 
journey, Rosie, but it’s worth it when you find 
something that inspires you to keep going. I don’t 
think it’s a bad thing that you’re trying all these 
different paths. Maybe it will all come in handy 
someday, like a backpack full of random tools 
that you might never need, but you’re glad to 
have them when the time comes.”    

MY LITTLE BROTHER RECENTLY 
DISCOVERED THE JOYS OF HIS, 
ER, MANHOOD, AND NOW HE 
WON’T STOP CRANKING IT. HOW 

CAN I GET HIM TO CHILL OUT AND KEEP HIS 
HANDS WHERE I CAN SEE THEM?
ANTHONY
“It sounds like he’s having more fun than all of us 
right now. As this could be the happiest 
time of your brother’s life thus far, I say 
take it easy on him. He’s just growing 
up and his hormones are bouncing 
off the walls. We were all pretty 
confused at his age. As long as he’s 
not whipping it out in public, I think 
everything will be fine.”

THIS YEAR WAS THE 
FIRST YEAR MY MOTHER 
DIDN’T BUY ME AN EASTER EGG. 
IT GOT ME THINKING – AM I OVER 

THE HILL? AND WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR 
CHRISTMAS CASH?
STEVE
“The meaning behind the holidays definitely 
changed a lot for me as I grew up. They used to 
be all about the gifts and candy. Now all I really 
care about is being home for them, because I 
hardly ever get to see my parents. None of this 
means you’re over the hill, it just means you 
should start focusing on the bigger picture. And 
yes, my mom did hide Easter eggs for my brother 
and I far longer than she probably should have.”
 

MY FRIENDS AND I HAVE BEEN 
ARGUING ABOUT WHAT IS THE 
BEST SITCOM EVER. SOME SAY 
FRIENDS, OTHERS SAY THE BIG 

BANG THEORY. SO, ONCE AND FOR ALL, 
WHAT IS THE BEST SITCOM IN HISTORY?
ANNE-LOUISE
“We will all stand by whatever show we loved 
growing up, and defend it with our life because 
it got us through our childhood. A good sitcom 
always puts you in your comfort zone when you 
need to relax. It’s that soothing background noise 
that can sing you to sleep, or even calm your 
anxiety when you’ve had too much on your mind 
that day. For me, it was The Fresh Prince Of Bel 
Air with Will Smith. He taught me what chillin’ out, 
maxin’, relaxin’ all cool was truly about. If anyone 
out there can sing the theme song with me, we’re 
gonna be best friends.”
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ROCK SOUND 200
The wad of paper you’re holding in your hands is 
our 200th issue. 
The fun doesn’t stop here, though. Join us as we 
get all misty-eyed about the past 16 (SIXTEEN!) 
years and blow the dust off old photos, interviews, 
the best videos and everything else that’s made us 
tick since 1999.

ALBUMS. ALBUMS. AND SOME 
MORE ALBUMS.
There’s a lot of stuff coming out over the next 
month or so. From metalcore to pop-punk via 
straight-up hardcore, our website will be the first 
place to hear a whole bunch of albums. We won’t 
tell you who, but we’ve got some pretty special 
premieres lined up…

FESTIVAL SEASON BEgINS
Join us as we go behind the barrier at Impericon 
Festival and hang out with the likes of Suicide 
Silence, The Ghost Inside and Whitechapel (expect 
to see piles and piles of mosh shorts for that one) 
and watch some little band called You Me At Six 
dominate Slam Dunk Festival. We’ll be doing heaps 
of fun stuff with the likes of Architects, Don Broco, 
Neck Deep, While She Sleeps and more. There’ll 
be photos and video from the festivals all over the 
shop, too.

PLUS!
As per usual, we’ll be 
keeping things ticking 
over with every single 
bit of news you could 
dream of – album 
announcements, tours, 
festivals and scandals – 
you name it, it’ll be on 
the website.  
So keep an eye on  
www.rocksound.tv, 
chuck us a like, a follow 
or a bookmark and 
we’ll see you online.

WHAT’S NEW ONLINE 
THIS MONTH? GLAD 
YOU ASKED...
Not one of the one and a half million who 
follow us on the internets? Here’s what 
you’ll be missing this month. *cries*

We men have a tendency to take a good idea 
and blow it to bits anyway. Now add mating into 
the equation and you’ve got yourself a TV show 
with more nut shots than Jackass. Guys fight 
each other for a shot at just getting a girl’s phone 
number. Do we realise how dumb that sounds? 
I’ve seen grown men of advanced age get into 
shirts-off fisticuffs over homely biker mamas 
with fried-egg saggies and half a mouth full of 
fake teeth. Yes, men of the world act like dicks, 
talk like dicks, sound like dicks… all in a vain 
attempt to use their dicks. Then they get pissed 
off when that sort of ignorance doesn’t seem to 
work as promised. 
Why? Where on our developmental timeline did 
this behavior begin? Did cavemen try to wrestle 
dinosaurs to hook up with Neanderthal chicks? 
Did brothers of the revolution spit towards the 
guillotine for one more shot at the handsome 
soldier walking him up the stairs to the gallows? 
I don’t understand it – and this is coming from 
a guy who’s loaded with stories of how my 
hapless stabs at procreating went south with the 
demons for the winter.  
No, I won’t share an example.

Okay. Fine.
When I was 15, I was dating a less than stellar 
girl who all my friends hated with fiery passions. 
This turned out to be quite deserved; she was 
fucking at least two other guys that I found out 
about. But that’s neither here nor there. She 
broke up with me every few months. So one 
time when she split, I recorded a tape that I 
planned to send to her in the mail. On one side, 
I ripped her to shreds for tearing my heart into 
tiny bits of paper (I wasn’t very deep at 15…) 
and on the other I begged her to come back. 
I had even written her a song called ‘When 
Heaven Feeds The Fire’. You can only imagine 
how sappy and pathetic it was. I was sure this 
would get her back for me. Only I never got a 
chance to send it, because my friends found the 
tape and played it for everyone they could get to 
sit still long enough. 
Four years later, they were still singing the 
chorus to me.
Fuck.
Long story short, stop being dicks. It doesn’t 
work.  
Try flowers and manners, you fuckin’ idiots.

it was 1995.
I was deep in the bowels of the goth club 
called The Wreck Room in downtown 
Denver, Colorado, nursing a Seven & 
Seven and listening to ‘Days Of Swine And 

Roses’ by My Life With The Thrill Kill Cult (an 
awesome song, might I add) as it was being 
blared through unseen speakers somewhere 
in the din. The club was nothing more than 
an unfinished basement, which if you really 
looked around tended to draw you out of Lestat 
country, but then again maybe that’s why drinks 
were half price. But this column is not about the 
cavernous atmosphere – this column is about 
something more asinine. 
As I sat there, waiting for my friends to show up, 
I noticed a peculiar ritual taking place by one 
of the concrete columns towards the middle of 
the dance floor. A fairly attractive woman was 
seated on a makeshift bench with her head back 
and her purse on the floor. Directly in front of 
her, and a little too close for comfort, there was 
a man in the blouse-iest of blousey poet shirts, 
dancing his ass off rather ferociously in what 
seemed like an attempt to freak her into coming 

home with him. His eyes were closed, his jaw 
was set and his head kept swiveling from left 
to right in rhythm to the music as he thrust his 
arms and chest forward at this poor woman. He 
seemed to be feeling it; she on the other hand 
had a mixture of fear and tempered humour 
on her face. Finally she just got up and left. 
He didn’t notice at first because his eyes were 
closed. When he eventually saw she was gone, 
he just kind of came to an awkward stop, stood 
there for a second and walked off. 
All these years later, that shit is still funny. It’s 
also why I’m writing this because when it comes 
to the opposite sex, or any sex for that matter, 
men are pretty ridiculous. Guys, what the fuck is 
wrong with us? Do we really think any of this will 
work? Does any of the peacocking, strutting or 
subliminal chest thumping get us anywhere? If 
it does, is it with a man or woman who’s worth 
a shit? I’m not sure, since we all look like fuckin’ 
dipshits – and it’s only getting worse. There’s 
not a man alive who wouldn’t do anything 
whatsoever for some tail, and sadly it shows. 
 
 

 Guys fiGht each other for a shot at 
just GettinG a Girl’s phone number. Do we 

realise how Dumb that sounDs?

 rocksound  rocksound.tv  rocksound.tv

 rocksound.tumblr.com rocksound rocksound

FIND US IN ALL OF THESE PLACES!
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3RD STAGE

4TH STAGE

SATURDAY 13 JUNE FRIDAY 12 JUNE SUNDAY 14 JUNE 

CLUTCH
HELLYEAH

ALL THAT REMAINS

CORROSION OF CONFORMITY
MODESTEP

ANTEMASQUE - BLUES PILLS 
THE CADILLAC THREE - H.E.A.T.

FEARLESS VAMPIRE KILLERS

DRAGONFORCE
SYLOSIS - BEARTOOTH

DEFEATER - GNARWOLVES 
KROKODIL - COUNTERPARTS

BOMBUS - THE ONE HUNDRED
DECADE - AMERICAN FANGS - ALLUSONDRUGS 
BLOOD YOUTH - THE WILD LIES - RIVAL STATE 

GOD DAMN - E OF E

RISE AGAINST
PARKWAY DRIVE - HOLLYWOOD UNDEAD 
MALLORY KNOX - FUNERAL FOR A FRIEND

HEART OF A COWARD

BLACK STAR RIDERS
MOTIONLESS IN WHITE
CARCASS - TESTAMENT

ACE FREHLEY - APOCALYPTICA
MALEFICE - THE LOUNGE KITTENS 

BODYCOUNT - EVERY TIME I DIE - CROWN THE EMPIRE  
NORTHLANE - UPON A BURNING BODY

STRAY FROM THE PATH - HANDS LIKE HOUSES 
CHUNK! NO, CAPTAIN CHUNK! - IN HEARTS WAKE

THE PINK SLIPS - DOLOMITE MINOR - INSOMNIUM - PURSON
GHOST TOWN - THE STRUTS - ROAM - CREEPER 

CROBOT - EMP!RE - NEW YEARS DAY 
LOVE ZOMBIES - ICONIC EYE

BILLY IDOL
BLACKBERRY SMOKE - TREMONTI

CAVALERA CONSPIRACY
36 CRAZYFISTS - POP EVIL

INFLAMES - L7
EAGLES OF DEATH METAL - GODSMACK  
WE ARE HARLOT - BACKYARD BABIES

VON HERTZEN BROTHERS
THE DEAD DAISIES

THE GHOST INSIDE - MADBALL 
THREE DAYS GRACE - KING 810

CODE ORANGE - EVIL SCARECROW
SEPTEMBER MOURNING - LIKE A STORM

FIDLAR - CHELSEA GRIN - BUTCHER BABIES 
AARON KEYLOCK- THE QEMISTS - RENE LAVICE

TRASH BOAT - LTNT - HYENA - COLOUR OF NOISE 
GET HOT - SIRENS IN THE DELTA

          (SUBJECT TO LICENCE)                                                                                                                                                    (BILL SUBJECT TO CHANGE)       
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ON SALE NOW: DAY TICKETS, WEEKEND ARENA & CAMPING TICKETS, COACH PACKAGES, CAR PARKING, LOCKERS & DISABLED ACCESS TICKETS.

RIP PACKAGES ALSO AVAILABLE FROM THE FESTIVAL WEBSITE OR CALL 0207 009 3484
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SMASH
  & grAb

Closing date for entries is May 27, 2015. Winners will be notified by post, email or phone. GOOD LUCK! 

GET DOWN TO 
DOWNLOAD
WIN DOWNLOAD 
FESTIVAL TICKETS 
FOR YOU AND FIVE MATES!
Download Festival happens in June.  
Yeah, that massive festival where 
everyone has the loveliest of times. 
Slipknot, Muse and KISS are headlining 
this year, plus they’ve got the likes of  
A Day To Remember, Enter Shikari 
and Black Veil Brides in on the act, too. 
 
Got a ticket yet? No? Well, in that case 
we might be able to help you out. 
We’ll be at the festival giving you the 
biggest, best coverage out there, but 
we’ve teamed up with that lovely, lovely, 
Download Festival lot to offer you a 
pretty hefty prize.

You better book a taxi bus, because 
you and five (yep, FIVE) mates can soak 
up the sun, the metal and the mosh at 
Castle Donington this June.

Sound good to you? Head to  
www.rocksound.tv, click on ‘WIN’ 
and fill out the Download Festival 
competition form.

Oh, and you can ogle the festival line-up 
over at www.downloadfestival.co.uk. 
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SLIPKNOT

ENTER SHIKARI

BLACK VEIL BRIDES

EVERY TIME I DIE

PARKWAY DRIVE

A DAY TO REMEMBER



3RD STAGE

4TH STAGE

SATURDAY 13 JUNE FRIDAY 12 JUNE SUNDAY 14 JUNE 

CLUTCH
HELLYEAH

ALL THAT REMAINS

CORROSION OF CONFORMITY
MODESTEP

ANTEMASQUE - BLUES PILLS 
THE CADILLAC THREE - H.E.A.T.

FEARLESS VAMPIRE KILLERS

DRAGONFORCE
SYLOSIS - BEARTOOTH

DEFEATER - GNARWOLVES 
KROKODIL - COUNTERPARTS

BOMBUS - THE ONE HUNDRED
DECADE - AMERICAN FANGS - ALLUSONDRUGS 
BLOOD YOUTH - THE WILD LIES - RIVAL STATE 

GOD DAMN - E OF E

RISE AGAINST
PARKWAY DRIVE - HOLLYWOOD UNDEAD 
MALLORY KNOX - FUNERAL FOR A FRIEND

HEART OF A COWARD

BLACK STAR RIDERS
MOTIONLESS IN WHITE
CARCASS - TESTAMENT

ACE FREHLEY - APOCALYPTICA
MALEFICE - THE LOUNGE KITTENS 

BODYCOUNT - EVERY TIME I DIE - CROWN THE EMPIRE  
NORTHLANE - UPON A BURNING BODY

STRAY FROM THE PATH - HANDS LIKE HOUSES 
CHUNK! NO, CAPTAIN CHUNK! - IN HEARTS WAKE

THE PINK SLIPS - DOLOMITE MINOR - INSOMNIUM - PURSON
GHOST TOWN - THE STRUTS - ROAM - CREEPER 

CROBOT - EMP!RE - NEW YEARS DAY 
LOVE ZOMBIES - ICONIC EYE

BILLY IDOL
BLACKBERRY SMOKE - TREMONTI

CAVALERA CONSPIRACY
36 CRAZYFISTS - POP EVIL

INFLAMES - L7
EAGLES OF DEATH METAL - GODSMACK  
WE ARE HARLOT - BACKYARD BABIES

VON HERTZEN BROTHERS
THE DEAD DAISIES

THE GHOST INSIDE - MADBALL 
THREE DAYS GRACE - KING 810

CODE ORANGE - EVIL SCARECROW
SEPTEMBER MOURNING - LIKE A STORM

FIDLAR - CHELSEA GRIN - BUTCHER BABIES 
AARON KEYLOCK- THE QEMISTS - RENE LAVICE

TRASH BOAT - LTNT - HYENA - COLOUR OF NOISE 
GET HOT - SIRENS IN THE DELTA

          (SUBJECT TO LICENCE)                                                                                                                                                    (BILL SUBJECT TO CHANGE)       
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FOR TICKETS, FESTIVAL UPDATES AND TRAVEL INFO GO TO:  www.downloadfestival.co.uk

12-14 JUNE 2015, DONINGTON PARK
ON SALE NOW: DAY TICKETS, WEEKEND ARENA & CAMPING TICKETS, COACH PACKAGES, CAR PARKING, LOCKERS & DISABLED ACCESS TICKETS.

RIP PACKAGES ALSO AVAILABLE FROM THE FESTIVAL WEBSITE OR CALL 0207 009 3484

LIKE US              /DOWNLOADFEST         FOLLOW US             @DOWNLOADFEST     #DL2015



BEATS BY DRE 
Solo 2 Wireless Headphones 

£269.95 beatsbydre.com

BLACK SAILS CLOTHING 
Holy Fuck Bobble Hat 

£15 blacksailsclothing.com
Brilliant blasphemous Black Sails bobbly is 

brilliant. Repeat x10.

EVERY TIME I DIE 
Buffalo T-Shirt 

£14.99 impericon.co.uk

VANS 
Old Skool Shoes 
£52 vans.co.uk

AS IT IS 
Cheap Shots T-Shirt 

£11.75 loudclothing.com

FRANK & JAN 
Misfits T-Shirt 

$28 frankandjan.com
See this?! This, dear reader, is 
humanity peaking. Awesome 

work from Frank & Jan.
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BRAND NEW 
Natural Skull T-Shirt 

$25 brandnew.merchdirect.com
Two things come to mind when we 

see this t-shirt. 1) We really can’t wait 
for a new Brand New album, and 2) 

“BLEEEERRRRRGH!”

PVRIS 
Ladies Tee

£14.99 grindstore.com

FARIDA 
CT-29 Electric Guitar

£299 faridaguitars.co.uk

THY ART IS MURDER 
Arrow Girl T-Shirt 

£14.99 impericon.co.uk

SUPPLY & DEMAND 
Cyrius Backpack 
£25 jdsports.co.uk

KR3W X FRENCH 
Slow Death Trucker Cap 

£23.95 noteshop.co.uk

LETLIVE. 
Smile T-Shirt 

£9.99 loudclothing.com
Turn Nirvana’s seminal smiley face upside-down to 

create a one-eyed toad for a letlive. shirt.
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5 issues of 

= £5

PLUS: 
GET A £20 
VOUCHER FOR 

wItH no MInIMuM sPEnd 
FREE!

never miss 
an issue 
with free 
delivery direct 
to your door!

save 74%
oN the ShoP 
Price!
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www.rocksound.tv/subs
or cALL: 0844 249 0217

offer code: RSP200  offer eNdS: 27/05/15
LINES OPEN: Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm, Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

*5 for £5 offer applies to new Direct Debit customers only. After the first five issues you will continue to save 30% off the shop price, paying 
just £17.99 every six months. Impericon voucher offer limited to first 75 new subscribers. Subscribers will receive their voucher as a code via 

email. After the first 75, new subscribers will receive a copy of ‘Restoring Force’ by Of Mice & Men on CD.
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PLUS! 
MAKe 

SAVINGS oN 

dIGITAL ANd 

 oVerSeAS 

SUBS!





“It was an honour to be approached to write an intro 
for this feature. Being at the Rock Sound helm for more 
than a decade, I witnessed a whole host of bands, 
genres and trends come and go. Of course, a lot of those 
bands stuck around and went onto great things – Muse, 
Slipknot, Paramore, My Chemical Romance, Enter Shikari, 
Biffy Clyro and many, many more. Bands who from the 
moment their debut single, EP or album hit our desks, we 
knew would go on to change the world of music forever.
People always ask me: what was best thing about the job? 
Yes, there was travel (and some pretty memorable trips 
– Boston 2001 to interview Aereogramme, Hydra Head 
Records and, er, Tree with then-Deputy Editor Darren 
Sadler will always stick in my mind), interviewing bands 
and lots of gigs. LOTS. OF. GIGS. However, the thing that 
gave me the most satisfaction was discovering a new 
band and putting them on the CD that accompanied the 
issue. When readers sent letters in (yes, people used to 
actually write those by hand) and said they’d gotten into 
a band purely through hearing them on our CD, that was 
the best feeling in the world. 

I’m extremely proud of all the music and mayhem we 
delivered over the years and proud to have been part of a 
team of like-minded, music-worshipping individuals who 
put pride into producing a magazine that championed the 
underdog, and was usually the first to introduce the world 
to so many amazing new bands. In this day and age the 
music business is a tough beast, but music itself is better 
then ever. 
As we celebrate our 200th issue, we look back at some 
of the defining moments in music during Rock Sound’s 
lifetime. From the most pivotal albums and legendary 
gigs to the greatest triumphs and most heartbreaking 
tragedies, there’s a hell of a lot to 
cover. So sit back and strap in – it’s 
going to be a fun ride.
See you in another 200 issues…”

Darren Taylor  
Rock Sound Slave 1999-2011
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#3
BLINK-182 ReLeASe 
'eNeMA OF THe STATe'
MaY 31, 1999

It may have all collapsed (again) for Blink-182 
recently, but when this third album was released, 
it propelled the fun-loving pop-punks to mega 
stardom, thanks to catchy, brilliant singles like 
‘All The Small Things’, ‘What’s My Age Again?’ 
and the surprisingly sombre ‘Adam’s Song’, all of 
which remain among the finest pop-punk songs 
ever recorded. Oh, guys – what went wrong? 

#5
WOODSTOCK '99 DeSCeNDS
INTO CHAOS
JULY 23-25, 1999

What should have been a joyous 30th 
anniversary celebration of the original 
Woodstock concerts took a nasty turn. 
Performances by Limp Bizkit, Green Day and Red 
Hot Chili Peppers were overshadowed by the 
violence, fires and instances of alleged rape that 
took place over the three-day festival. It shook 
the music world to its core.

$30,000,000 
THe AMOuNT CLAIMeD TO HAve 

BeeN geNeRATeD AT WOODSTOCK 
'99 IN TICKeT SALeS ALONe.

STAT ATTACK!

America’s politicians and 
Christian right were quick to 
blame Marilyn Manson for the 
tragic shooting at Columbine 
High School on April 20 1999. 
Yet the Antichrist Superstar 
proved a worthy adversary to 
those pointing the finger with a 
thoughtful statement released 
via Rolling Stone magazine 
(and, later,  his famous 
interview in Michael Moore’s 
Bowling For Columbine).  

#4
MARILYN MANSON SPeAKS OuT ON COLuMBINe
JUNE 24, 1999

WilliAM luff  |  founding Editor 
“Rock Sound was originally 
published by a French company 
who had set up editions in 
France, Italy, Spain and the 

Netherlands and wanted to launch an English 
version. Those first few months were pretty 
insane. I spent an enormous amount of time 
meeting record companies, persuading them 
that we should be able to interview their 
artists. It was different back then – there 
was no such thing as iTunes, streaming 
or downloading, and albums still sold in 
large numbers. There were also a lot more 
magazines, so labels could be choosy about 
who had access. It took months to persuade a 
lot of the major labels that we were a serious 
publication that they could trust. I’m so proud 
and pleased that Rock Sound has been such 
a big success. It’s genuinely thrilling to see it 
still doing so well, especially as I know how 
hard it is to run a successful magazine in this 
day and age. Rock Sound is one of the most 
important and credible music publications 
in the UK and its continued success – and 
importance – is fantastic.”

MArilYn MAnSon  
“I think that [after Columbine] it was important for me 
to take some time out and to avoid everything, not even 
as a career choice but personally. I was being blamed for 
something I wasn’t responsible for – it was not my fight, 
it was not my battle, and there was nothing to gain by 
being part of it. That’s why I specifically refused to speak 
to the media [during that time], because they fed it. They 
encouraged it, and they were the ones who created the 
world that desired such a tragedy. Every door was shut in 
my face, shows were cancelled and radio stations wouldn’t 
play us. I’ll always remember the people who stood behind 
me, and I’ll never forget those who didn’t.”

#1
ROCK SOUND LAUNCHES
March 14, 1999

The very first issue of the magazine you’re 
holding in your hands was born! Welsh rockers 
Stereophonics graced the cover, and the free 
CD featured a live version of that band’s ‘The 
Bartender And The Thief’, plus tracks by 
Garbage, Coal Chamber, Feeder and more. It was 
the start of a quite remarkable journey, and 16 
years later, we’re better than ever (if we do say 
so ourselves)!

#2
MeTALLICA ReCORD 
'S&M'
apriL 21-22, 1999

Recorded across two days at the Berkeley 
Community Theatre in Berkeley, California, the 
metal behemoths once again redefined the 
parameters of the genre by playing a whole 
load of their songs live with the San Francisco 
Symphony Orchestra. Later released as a live 
album / DVD, its epic arrangements still stand 
strong today, representing one of the most 
breathtaking moments in their history.
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Jacoby Shaddix  |  PaPa Roach 
“I was in my early twenties when we wrote ‘Infest’, working 
as a janitor at a hospital. It was a time of transition for me – 
I was like a bomb, ready to explode. We got in the van and 
started touring, and then a lot of people started turning up. 
As the pressure built, we just partied harder. Sex, drugs, 

money, booze – we got caught up in it all. There were dark times, but so 
many great times too. ‘Infest’ took me around the world, playing music 
everywhere. We even played in Times Square in New York City. Those 
experiences were kick-ass. I’ll never forget it.”

#8
PAPA ROACH SPREAD 'INFEST'
aPRil 24, 2000

Released at the height of nu metal’s popularity, Papa 
Roach’s second album (you didn’t think it was their first, 
did you?) sold copies by the truckload, thanks mainly 
to lead single ‘Last Resort’. The song’s profanity-ridden 
angst quickly became a firm favourite in alternative clubs 
across the globe, and 15 years on the album remains a 
firm genre classic. And let’s be honest – it still sounds 
bloody great.

#9
DEFTONES
DROP
'WHITE 
PONY'
JUNE 19, 2000

Deftones’ third full-
length marked a 
more mature and 
experimental shift 
in the California 
alternative mob’s 
sound. Intelligent 
and visceral, tender 
yet feral, it remains 
a landmark in the 
alternative rock genre 
today, continuing the 
band’s critical and 
commercial ascent. 
Almost 15 years on, 
few albums have 
held a torch to it.

#10
NAPSTER GETS
SHUT DOWN
JUly 26, 2000

It seems funny now, but peer-to-peer file 
sharing service Napster was once seen as one 
of the biggest threats to the music industry. 
That’s why Metallica sued the company for 
copyright infringement and why, on this date, 
a judge ordered Napster to stop downloads of 
copyrighted music. While it continues to operate 
as a legit, paid-for service, its original model 
succeeded in changing the industry forever.

#6
SLIPKNOT SLAY LONDON'S
ASTORIA
dEcEMbER 13, 1999

Slipknot’s debut UK performance was 
the start of their World Domination tour, 
marking the start of a long and prosperous 
love affair with the country. There was no 
support act and no encore – just the 9-piece 
ripping through their self-titled debut all 
the way through with ferocious aggression. 
The Astoria might be gone, but this gig will 
forever live in the memory of those present.

#7
SLIPKNOT PLAY T.F.I FRIDAY
MaRch 03, 2000

A little under three months later, 
Slipknot returned to London 

for their UK television debut. 
Host Chris Evans introduced 
the band, after which they 
launched into a devastating 
and utterly terrifying 

rendition of ‘Wait And Bleed’. 
These kind of performances 

might be commonplace now, 
but TV had never seen anything like it before. 
Imagine if Slayer played on Graham Norton. 
That’s what this was like.

SUSaN MaSTERS  |  T.f.i fRiday MUSic booKER 
“At the time we booked Slipknot there was a real buzz around the band. 
There was a lot of press hype and everybody was talking about the 
band. With T.F.I. we’d always tried to push the boundaries of what music 
television could be and the type of bands that we could present to a 
mainstream audience. Chris [Evans, presenter] was a real lover of rock 
music, so when we put the idea to him he was absolutely up for it. The 
day itself was amazing – the energy was incredible. I remember their tour 
manager telling me that they were going to burn our studio down, so we 
knew it was going to be interesting! Standing backstage and watching 
the band suit up and get into character was extraordinary – they were 
making the most bizarre, grunting sounds – and when they got onstage it 
absolutely went off. Throughout my time on the show we only witnessed 
total pandemonium twice, and that was for Slipknot and Westlife! To this 
day it’s one of the most memorable moments I’ve ever experienced in 
television.”

Napster co-founder 
Sean Parker is also 
credited as being 
the first company 

president of 
Facebook.

DID YOU
KNOW?
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#11
DAPHNE & CELESTE
GET BOTTLED
AUGUST 27, 2000

The novelty American pop duo briefly 
‘performed’ on the main stage at Reading 
Festival – where Rage Against The Machine and 
Slipknot would later play – but got bottled off 
following a constant stream of pissiles. Harsh? 
Hilarious? A little bit of column A and column B? 
Apparently they took it in good humour, though, 
proud to have been a part of one of Reading’s 
most infamous moments.

#14
NEW FOUND GLORY'S SELF-TITLED MASTERCLASS 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2000

This was most people’s introduction to the pop-punkin’ Floridians. Its hit single – the awesome ‘Hit 
Or Miss’ – originally appeared on their debut album ‘Nothing Gold Can Stay’, but it was this version 
that took off and helped the band on their way to becoming kings of the scene. When it comes to 21st 
Century pop-punk, there are few albums quite so essential.

#13
AFI RELEASE 'THE ART OF DROWNING'
SEPTEMBER 18, 2000

This was a watermark record for the California punks, bridging the gap between their horror punk 
roots, into more epic, dramatic sounds that were to follow. It also marked their transition into the 
mainstream consciousness, and was their first to hit the Billboard charts (albeit at no. 174). Without 
its blackened, punk rock spirit, many of the bands we know and love today would never have existed.

The band’s official 
fan club The Despair 
Faction was named 

after the album track 
‘The Despair Factor’.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#15
LIMP BIZKIT PLAY ON TOP
OF THE TWIN TOWERS
OCTOBER 20, 2000

Eleven months before terrorist attacks 
destroyed the World Trade Centre in New 
York, Limp Bizkit’s video for ‘Rollin’ (Air Raid 
Vehicle)’ – featuring the band playing on top 
of the south tower – was released. In a cruel 
twist of fate, the band received a letter the day 
before the terrorist attacks, thanking them for 
featuring the towers in the video... 

WES BORLAND  |  LIMP BIZKIT 
“It was a really long day and night. We’d been 
shooting in the car, filming the Ben Stiller skit 
and at night we shot the World Trade Centre 
parts. There was a helicopter cruising around 
and it was really something to be up there 
hanging out on the top. For years I’ve been 
haunted by the faces of the people we met 
there who helped out and the maintenance 
guys on tower two who were howling and 
whistling at us while we filmed. Something 
that was a great memory has become almost 
bittersweet, but on the day everyone was 
really cool. Looking out over the city from 
that vantage point felt huge. It’s something I’ll 
never see again, obviously. Some people call 
New York City the capital of the world and at 
that moment it really felt like we were on top 
of the world. That was the biggest we ever 
were and it was one of the reasons I quit. The 
size of the band became too much for me. I 
just couldn’t handle it.”

#12
AT THE DRIVE-IN RELEASE
'RELATIONSHIP OF COMMAND'
SEPTEMBER 11, 2000

It might be their most commercially successful 
release, but At The Drive-In made no 
concessions to the mainstream with their third 
and final studio album. With its aggressive 
bursts of noise, obtuse lyrics and raw energy, 
this was the fiery Texans at their very best and a 
wonderful note to end on. In terms of recordings, 
at least. The less said about their awkward, 
short-lived 2012 reformation, the better... 
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#17
AT THE DRIVE-IN TRASH 
LATER... WITH JOOLS HOLLAND
DECEMBER 02, 2000

One of the most beautiful television moments 
ever aired. On Later…With Jools Holland, At The 
Drive-In thoroughly annihilated ‘One Armed 
Scissor’, turning their hit into an atonal mess 
while flinging chairs, not to mention themselves, 
around the stage. They were followed by a 
clearly bewildered Robbie Williams, whose 
gormless face at what he’d just witnessed 
remains absolutely priceless in every way.  

#18
ITUNES LAUNCHES
JANUARY 09, 2001

In his keynote speech at the 2001 Macworld 
Expo in San Francisco, Apple chief Steve Jobs 
introduced the world to a new project he called 
iTunes. A legal alternative to file sharing services 
like Napster that had threatened to bring the 
entire music industry down overnight, it would 
eventually revolutionise the way music was 
consumed forever. 

#20
JOEy RAmONE 1951-2001
APRIL 15, 2001

What The Ramones didn’t do with three chords 
wasn’t worth doing, and the New York punks still 
remain a huge influence in the world of music. 
They called it quits in 1996, and five years later, 
lead singer and true counter-cultural icon Joey 
Ramone – real name Jeffrey Ross Hyman – died 
of lymphoma. Although he’s gone, Joey's punk 
rock legacy will never, ever be forgotten. A true, 
indisputable legend to the end.

37,000,000 
The number of songs currenTly 

available To purchase on The iTunes 
sTore worldwide.

STAT ATTACK!

#16
LINKIN PARK EXPLODE WITH 
'HYBRID THEORY'
OCTOBER 23, 2000

Who can help singing along 
whenever they hear ‘In The 
End’ or ‘Crawling’? Nobody, 
obviously. This is the album 
that launched both singles, 
as well as the glittering 
career of its creators. It’s 
gone on to sell almost 30 

million copies worldwide, making it one of the 
most successful rock albums ever released, and 
inspired an entire generation of bands in the 
process. Not bad for a debut, eh? Flash gits. 

CHESTER BENNINGTON  |  LINKIN PARK 
“My life was at a crossroads. 
I’d pretty much gambled 
everything on the band taking 
off, and for a while it looked like 
it might not. We were turned 
down by so many labels, and 

even with the album itself it was difficult, with 
so many people trying to change the songs 
and put their name on it. The process was full 
of interference, but when it did come out it 
was a whirlwind. It got to the point where we 
were playing support slots with bands while 
simultaneously booking even bigger venues 
for our own shows. Within a few months we 
were headlining to thousands of people, even 
though we only had 40 minutes of material. It 
was like a bubble that was being inflated by a 
giant motor, and even though it was difficult 
to handle at times it’s a period of my life that 
I’ll always be grateful for.”

#19
THURSDAy BREAKOUT ON
'FULL COLLAPSE'
APRIL 09, 2001

One of the most influential 
alternative albums by one of 
the most important alternative 
bands, ‘Full Collapse’ combined 
post-hardcore tendencies with 
deeply personal emotional 
introspection. It spawned their 

signature song, ‘Understanding In A Car Crash’, 
as well as er, promotional whoopee cushions, 
produced by Victory Records. Essential listening 
and confusing marketing in equal measure.

JIM WARD  | AT THE DRIVE-IN 
“We went on the show 
only a few months 
after ‘Relationship Of 
Command’ had been 
released, but we were 
already burning out. I 

remember arriving at the studios and 
being told how to behave and what 
not to do. I didn’t like that. During the 
performance we were all frustrated, 
not just with the day but with life in the 
band, and it was like a domino effect. 
Once one of us blew a fuse the rest 
followed. I’m sure people thought it 
was a contrived publicity stunt, but the 
reality is that what people saw that day 
was our band beginning to fall apart...”



[26] rocksound.tv

#21
SUM 41 releaSe 'all killer
no filler'
may 07, 2001

Thanks to the immensely infectious, irresistible 
singles ‘In Too Deep’ and ‘Fat Lip’, Sum 41’s 
debut album turned the Canadian pop-punks 
into overnight sensations. Taking its name from 
a Jerry Lee Lewis compilation, it set out the 
band’s bratty, snotty intentions with ease and 
conviction from the very beginning; quickly 
becoming a pop-punk staple and a blueprint for 
generations to come.

ben barlow  |  neck deep 
“’All Killer No Filler’ was one of 
the first albums I ever bought. 
I remember hearing ‘Fat Lip’ 
as a kid and instantly having 
the chorus stuck in my head 
for days on end. The album is, 

as the title suggests, indeed all killer, with no 
filler. I can't think of a bad track off the album; 
‘Rhythms’ in particular was a track that I 
remember sticking on repeat a good few 
times. It was full of riffs and had lyrics that 
apply to virtually any angst ridden, wasteful 
youth out there. It's clear to see the influence 
that album had on me – the amount of times 
I've heard, 'You kind of sound like Derek 
Whibley’ is pretty funny. It’s definitely not a 
bad thing, though!”

chris carrabba  |  dashboard conFessional 
“I recorded [first album] ‘Swiss 
Army Romance’ and ‘The 
Places…’ so closely together 
that they share a timeline in my 
mind. I had plans to do a one-
month tour on ‘Swiss…’, which 

was going to be the only Dashboard tour I 
was ever going to do. The reaction on that 
tour led me to realise that Dashboard was 
my band. Now, so many years later, I can't 
believe that ‘The Places…’ turned my life into 
a lifetime  of music. I am grateful to every one 
of the fans and friends that told me the music 
meant something to them, for every promoter 
and agent who  ever took a  chance on me, 
and for a label comprised of friends who 
worked just as hard on my record as the ones 
that were closer to what people were already 
excited about. I would have had no life in 
music without them.”

#22
WEEZER RELEASE
THE GREEN ALBUM
May 14, 2001

After a painful post-‘Pinkerton’ hiatus, Weezer 
returned five years after that second record 
with what was arguably their last truly great 
album. Frontman Rivers Cuomo channeled his 
eccentricities and insecurities into its 10 short, 
sweet songs. Indeed, the album clocks in at just 
over 28 minutes, but what a wonderful, joyous 
and deliciously addictive 28 minutes they are.  

#23
TOOL UNVEIL
'LATERALUS'
May 14, 2001

Not ones to rush things, Tool – often regarded 
as the thinking man’s metal band – have only 
produced four albums in their 25 years together. 
Still, it’s often said that quality is more important 
than quantity, and the way this third release 
effortlessly combines density with moments of 
calm, quiet reflection is testament to that very 
fact. We even voted it our album of the year 
seven months later. Praise indeed.

#24
DASHBOARD 
CONFESSIONAL RELEASE
'THE PLACES YOU HAVE 
COME TO FEAR THE MOST'
May 21, 2001

This second album from Chris Carrabba’s 
emotionally-charged outfit gave the band a ton 
of worldwide exposure. The results made him 
the poster boy for the emo resurgence of the 
early 2000s, after which the quality of his songs 
arguably diminished. This record, however, is still 
a gem that defined an entire movement.

#25
OZZFEST DESTROYS
MILTON KEYNES
May 26, 2001

Before the 2001 edition of the Ozzy Osbourne-
founded festival went on tour across the USA 
and Canada, it took over Milton Keynes Bowl for 
a quite glorious, sun-filled day. Black Sabbath, 
Slipknot, Tool and Papa Roach led the charge 
on the main stage, while Disturbed, Amen 
and Mudvayne headed up proceedings on the 
second, resulting in one of the greatest single 
day music events the UK has ever witnessed.

#26
MUSE BREAK OUT WITH
'ORIGIN OF SYMMETRY'
JUNE 16, 2001

Muse were already on the verge of becoming 
genuinely massive, but this record sealed the 
deal. Released in the years before they became 
obsessed with black holes and spaceships, it was 
still rough and raw in places, and featured the 
relative hit ‘Plug In Baby’, as well as a raucous 
cover of the Nina Simone classic ‘Feeling Good’. 
Everything that came next, started right here.

The album was initially 
said to be titled ‘Systema 

Encéphale’, which the band 
later confirmed was a ruse 
aimed at causing confusion 

on file sharing networks 
such as Napster.

DID YOU
KNOW?
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jim adkins  |  jimmy eat world 
“Up until the release of ‘Bleed 
American’, things seemed to be 
progressing a certain way. We’d 
go to a city, play a decent show, 
and next time we came back 
there would be four more people 

there! We were proud of the record and had 

every reason to hope it’d help us take another 
step up, but we had no idea that we’d go from 
the [London] Garage to Brixton Academy in 
the space of a year. A lot of people say it’s our 
defining record, and in a way it is. It didn’t sink 
in at the time how big it was, but that album 
singlehandedly allowed us to do everything 
we’ve done ever since.”

CraiG eriCson  |  rise reCords FoUnder 
“This was the first full-
length album that I had 
the opportunity to release. 
Everything else up until 

that point had been EPs or seven-inches. 
Everything I was doing was being done for 
fun, but with this being an actual record, it 
was time to become a legit label and put out 
a CD. Even with everything that we’ve done 
as a label since then, that album still rules. 
It’s like Texas Is The Reason meets Fugazi! I’m 
as proud of that album as I am anything that 
came after.”

#28
RISE pRoducE thEIR
FIRSt cd ALBuM
AUGUST 14, 2001

Now home to metalcore 
giants like Crown The Empire 
and Of Mice & Men, as well 
as old-school punk rockers 
like Bouncing Souls and Hot 
Water Music, Rise Records’ 
first CD was by now-defunct 
post-hardcore troupe One 
Last Thing. Heard of them? 
Probably not, but they paved 
the way for what followed, 

playing a pivotal role in forming what remains a 
truly important and vital label.

#29
NIcKLEBAcK tAKE oVER WIth 
'hoW You REMINd ME'
AUGUST 20, 2001

Love ’em or hate ’em – and most will probably 
say the latter – there’s no denying how powerful 
this song is. A lot of people thought so, too, 
because it sold almost a million copies and 
continues to bother airwaves across the planet 
even in 2015. You’d do well to avoid the cover 
version later made by Chad Kroeger’s wife Avril 
Lavigne, though. You should’ve stayed in the 
skate park, Avril. 

#30
SYStEM oF A doWN
RELEASE 'toXIcItY'
SEPTEMBER  03, 2001

Combining weirdness and ferocity in an 
innovative and captivating way, System Of A 
Down’s second album hit the Number One spot 
on the American and Canadian charts and has 
since sold over 12 million copies worldwide. 
Given that its lead single was named after a 
Chinese meal, that’s pretty good going. Oh, and 
it also made them the most essential political 
metal band since Rage Against The Machine.

1,200,000 
The number of Times 'how You remind 
me' was plaYed on us radio beTween 

iTs release and december, 2009.

STAT ATTACK!

#27
JIMMY EAt WoRLd
RELEASE 
'BLEEd AMERIcAN'
JUly 16, 2001

Jimmy Eat World’s breakthrough album – 
thanks mainly to the catchy hooks of its title- 
track and smash hit ‘The Middle’ – was later 
re-released as an eponymous record for fear 
its title would be misinterpreted after the 
9/11 attacks. Whatever its name, it gave their 
music huge exposure and sent the band to 
arenas for a time, lending them a platform 
from which they continue to benefit.



[28] rocksound.tv

#31
'IOWA' TOPS THE UK CHARTS
SEPTEMBER 04, 2001

Incredibly, Slipknot’s second full-length went 
straight into the top spot of the UK albums chart, 
ahead of new records by The Strokes and, er, 
monumentally shit boy band 5ive. It remains the 
only album by the band to reach the top of the 
charts on these shores, and although it was only 
there for one week, it was a huge affirmation of 
the resonant, mainstream-baiting power of  
their music. 

#32
'SEVENTY TIMES 7' SPARKS 
BRAND NEW / TAKING BACK
SUNDAY FEUD 
OCTOBER 09, 2001

The feud between Long Island’s Brand New and 
Taking Back Sunday – the former’s Jesse Lacey 
was the original singer in the latter, remember – 
all happened because TBS’ John Nolan hooked 
up with Lacey’s girlfriend. Still, some awesome, 
but bitter songs came out of it, like this track’s 
particularly vitriolic lyric, “I hope you choke and 
die”. Seemingly, it’s a feud that still burns  
bright today.

#35
INCUBUS RELEASE 
'MORNING VIEW'
OCTOBER 23, 2001

The fourth album by the one-time Californian 
funk-metallers saw them change their style in a 
drastic, distinctly chilled out manner. Propelled 
by the smash single ‘Wish You Were Here’, the 
album placed at number two in the US charts – 
and number 15 in the UK – marking the band’s 
first proper foray into the mainstream, where 
they’ve stayed safely (not to mention incredibly 
lucratively) ever since. 

#33
WES BORLAND LEAVES
LIMP BIZKIT
OCTOBER 12, 2001

Citing “creative differences”, Limp Bizkit guitarist 
Wes Borland left the band at the height of their 
commercial and financial success to pursue his own 
projects (although not solo outfit Big Dumb Face, 
which he disbanded at the same time). It didn’t last 
long, though, and after some bitter words from both 
camps, he was back in the band in 2004 for a couple 
of years, before rejoining again for good in 2009. 

Due to its apparently 
erotic nature, the video 

for fourth single ‘Are 
You In?’ was released 

exclusively in 
Europe.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#34
ANDREW WK TELLS THE
WORLD TO 'PARTY HARD'
OCTOBER 12, 2001

He’s had the exact same message for 
almost 15 years now, but this song is the 
original and best. Taken from his debut 
album ‘I Get Wet’ it’s the epitome of 
the white shirt-wearing rockstar turned 
motivational speaker turned life guru’s 
very simple, fun-loving, hedonistic modus 
operandi. The world has never seen another 
solo rocker with quite such a relentlessly 
cheery, almost unbearably positive outlook.

ANDREW WK 
“No one expected this to last 
for more than a few months, 
but now I’m 15 years in! My 
philosophy has remained 

unchanged – party as hard as you can 
possibly party, forever. I devoted my life to 
amplifying the feeling of joy. People would 
tell me, ‘Oh, you’ll get sick of it’, but it went 
the opposite way. The party acorn grew into 
a tree and now squirrels are running around 
in the branches. People took the risk, opened 
themselves up to this music. Actually, the 
first show we ever played was in London, so 
I will always be indebted to the partiers of 
England. Keep the spirit alive, people!”

Party tip: high kicks.
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#36
JON LEE 1968-2002
January 07, 2002

It was almost 10 years after Welsh rockers 
Feeder began life that original drummer Jon Lee 
took his own, at his home in Miami. He was 33. 
The band initially kept a low profile, returning the 
following year with their acclaimed fourth record, 
‘Comfort In Sound’, which largely dealt with 
Lee’s suicide. A truly great rock drummer, Jon 
continues to be missed, but most importantly 
continues to be honoured.

#39
'PUNK GOES POP' MAKES ITS 
DEBUT SPLASH
april 01, 2002

Who wouldn’t want to hear the likes of Backstreet 
Boys, Mandy Moore, Jennifer Lopez, Madonna, 
O-Town and Belinda Carlisle covered by a bunch 
of emerging punk / pop-punk / hardcore acts like 
Yellowcard, Further Seems Forever and, er, Student 
Rick? That there have been five more volumes since 
this one should answer that question better than 
any smart arse (including ourselves) ever could.

#37
THE OSBOURNES LAUNCHES
MarCH 02, 2002

Reality TV that was actually worth watching, 
MTV’s The Osbournes placed the viewer inside 
the dysfunctional home of Ozzy Osbourne 
and family. Ozzy meandered aimlessly, Sharon 
bossed and shouted, Kelly and Jack used it to 
launch their own careers and dogs did massive 
shits everywhere. Ten years after the fourth 
season ended, VH1 have just announced a fifth. 
Trust us, you need to watch this.

6,600,000
THE NUMBER Of PEOPLE wHO TUNED 
IN fOR THE SHOw'S SECOND SEASON 

PREMIERE, UP OvER SIx MILLION 
ON THE NUMBER wHO wATCHED ITS 

SEASON ONE DEBUT.

STAT ATTACK!

#38
TAKING BACK SUNDAY 
RELEASE 'TELL ALL
YOUR fRIENDS'
MarCH 25, 2002

Taking Back Sunday’s debut album never 
achieved the same kind of sales that other 
alternative bands around at the time did, but it 
remains as powerful as ever 13 years after its 
release. Though inter-band tensions meant a 
steady string of member changes in the months 
and years that followed, the original line-up 
reunited in 2012 to celebrate the record’s 10th 
anniversary, and are still going strong. 

#40
KILLSwITCH ENGAGE
STEP THINGS UP ON 'ALIvE OR 
JUST BREATHING'
May 20, 2002

‘Alive Or Just Breathing’ was Killswitch Engage’s 
second album, and the Massachusetts metalcore 
merchants’ first on a major label. While the record 
itself didn’t make much of a commercial dent at 
first, it quickly inspired a wave of young and aspiring 
musicians and marked the start of their steady ascent 
to the top of the genre, although singer Jesse Leach 
would leave the band soon after its release.   

BOB BECKEr  |  FEArLESS rECOrDS FOUNDEr 
“When I was younger, there was no internet so I would buy compilations to find 
out about new artists. The ‘Punk Goes…’ compilation came about from the same 
idea. The first comp I decided to do was ‘Punk Goes Metal’ in 2000. I was still a 
fan of older metal and I thought it would be fun to have bands cover metal songs, 

like AFI covering ‘My Michelle’ by Guns N’ Roses. The comp was a success, the bands had fun 
and the fans seemed to enjoy it. We then decided to branch out with ‘Punk Goes 80s’, ‘…90s’, 
‘…Acoustic’, and ‘…Pop’. 
“I don’t take the compilations too seriously, and although they are a great business, I had no 
idea they would become so popular. They’re a fun way for fans to hear their favorite artists 
covering different styles of music, while finding out about new bands, and it’s a great way for 
us to get exposure for our new artists. We will continue to do them as long as bands want to 
record songs for them and fans want to listen. And we have a new theme we are working on. I 
think people are going to love it!”
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LARRY HIBBITT  |  HUNDRED REASONS 
“We had a day off so we went 
down to Cornwall to catch up 
with some friends and do some 
surfing. Then we got the call 
and had to come all the way 

back up to London to do Top Of The Pops. It 
was shit! Unfortunately it wasn’t like going 
on a show like ...Jools Holland. The studio for 
TOTP wasn’t built for live music – they have 
the band miming and then drop the vocal 
track over the top. Looking back we sounded 
terrible. I spent most of the song facing the 
wall! It was an experience, but it was also one 
of our more embarrassing moments.” 

#41
HUNDRED REASONS DO
TOP OF THE POPS
MAY 17, 2002

Perhaps if Top Of The Pops – and, by extension, 
the charts – had featured more bands like 
Hundred Reasons, it would still be going today. 
Or maybe not. The Aldershot emo / alternative 
rock band didn’t have much time like this in the 
spotlight, but with this version of ‘Silver’ they 
managed to crack what was once one of the 
most famous and iconic music programmes  
in existence. 

#43
THE USED TURN EMO ON ITS
HEAD WITH DEBUT ALBUM
JUNE 24, 2002

Widely regarded as a staple of the emocore 
/ screamo genre, The Used’s self-titled debut 
featured the classic singles ‘A Box Full Of Sharp 
Objects’ and ‘The Taste Of Ink’, and won the 
Utah crew an avid following that’s still burning 
today. It also marked Bert McCracken out as one 
of the scene’s most exciting frontmen, while the 
band became bona fide stars, tearing up that 
summer's Warped Tour.

#44
GLASSJAW RELEASE 
'WORSHIP AND TRIBUTE'
JULY 08, 2002

Its acetate record player sleeve / vinyl lookalike 
artwork made for one of the best album covers 
of, well, ever, but Glassjaw’s second – and 
still for the moment, last – full-length was an 
incendiary, invigorating and influential piece of 
art as well. What’s more, songs like ‘Mu Empire’ 
and ‘Cosmopolitan Bloodloss’ haven’t aged a bit, 
and we even borrowed its name for this issue’s 
cover mount CD. Cheers, boys!

#45
HOWARD JONES JOINS 
KILLSWITCH ENGAGE
JULY 12, 2002

Although a founding member, vocalist Jesse 
Leach has spent more time out of Killswitch 
Engage than in. That’s because, just days before 
the band were due to play a show on their ‘Alive 
Or Just Breathing’ tour, he suddenly quit, citing 
depression. He was swiftly replaced by Howard 
Jones, who fronted the band during their most 
commercially successful period, until Leach 
rejoined in early 2012.

434,000
THE NUMBER OF COPIES 

'UNTOUCHABLES' SOLD IN THE US 
DURING ITS FIRST WEEK OF SALE. 

PEOPLE USED TO BUy RECORDS, KIDS. 

STAT ATTACK!

#42
KORN RELEASE 
'UNTOUCHABLES'
JUNE 10, 2002

Way ahead of the times in terms of engaging 
their audience in the face of declining album 
sales, Korn released their fifth album and 
launched a competition in conjunction with MTV 
to find a fan to direct the video for forthcoming 
single ‘Alone I Break’. The video for lead single 
‘Here To Stay’ also took over the channel for an 
entire hour upon release. Just that one video. On 
repeat. Over. And over. And over.

HOWARD JONES  
THE DEVIL YOU KNOW / EX-KILLSWITCH ENGAGE 

“I can say with all honesty 
that [joining Killswitch] was a 
whirlwind. It was a big deal, but 
I had no idea that things were 
going to change so drastically. I 

talked to Mike D [bass], tried out twice and 
then they asked me to join. I figured it would 
be something fun to do – I did not expect that 
I was about to see the world in very short 
order. Meeting fans in the UK freaked me out. 
I'll never forget kids knocking on the bus door, 
and then when I slid the curtain over I saw, 
‘Howard we know you’re in there, come out!’ 
written backwards in the dirt on the window. 
I’ll never forget that.”
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#46
DILLINGER DO A POO
ONSTAGE
august 25, 2002

As onstage festival antics go, shitting into a 
plastic bag – in full view of thousands – and 
throwing said bag into the crowd as a statement 
about the quality of the line-up is pretty brazen. 
That’s exactly what The Dillinger Escape Plan 
vocalist Greg Puciato did at Reading 2002, and 
because it was on the main stage, we all had to 
look at it on the giant screens flanking either side 
of the structure. What else is there to say?

#48
EMOGAME HITS THE INTERNET
sEPtEMBER 26, 2002

Back in 2002 – at the height of the emo wave – this game appeared on the internet. The plot? The Get 
Up Kids have been kidnapped by Aerosmith’s Steve Tyler, and you must take on the role of numerous 
emo heroes to save them. Hilarious, risqué and musically enlightening fun, this was the single best 
computer game most of you never played. It's still online, mind...

GREG PUCIATO  |  THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN 
“Ever since Reading that incident 
has been like a cloud hanging 
over me. Some days I find it 
funny, others I almost wish I’d 
never done it! People always 

ask why I did it and the answer is always the 
same – because the bands we were sharing 
a stage with that day were shit. Of course it 
was premeditated, but not in the way that 
some people think. It wasn’t a cheap publicity 
stunt – it was about using the platform that we 
had that day, a big fucking stage, to voice our 
opinion on the state of music. I just wish that 
people would remember what it was that I was 
trying to say rather than what I did.”

JOEL MADDEN  |  GOOD CHARLOTTE 
“We very nearly didn’t get to release this album at all. Honestly, we were this close to being 
dropped after the first record didn’t sell like the label expected, but our fans stood by us and 
they decided to give us one more shot. Releasing the album was an amazing experience, but 
I do think it fucked us up a bit. Everything you can imagine, we were doing. There were so 

many parties, so many girls, so much craziness. Ultimately, though, the record stretched what the world 
would accept, and what the mainstream would accept. It changed the lives of us and our families forever.”

#47
QOTSA RELEASE 'SONGS FOR
THE DEAF'
august 26, 2002

Josh Homme started Queens Of The Stone 
Age in 1996 after his former band, Kyuss, broke 
up. 2000’s second record, ‘Rated R’, got some 
attention, but it was with this album, featuring 
Dave Grohl on drums, that things really took 
off, transforming them into rock superstars on 
a global, positively ludicrous scale. We’re not 
saying it was all thanks to Grohl, obviously, but 
his presence certainly didn’t do any harm.

#50
GLASSJAW'S DARyL 
PALuMbO HOSPITALISED
IN PARIS
octoBER 01, 2002

Glassjaw frontman Daryl Palumbo has been a 
long-time sufferer of Crohn’s disease, which has 
both inspired and hindered his band. He became 
almost critically ill on tour in Paris, causing dates 
to be rescheduled and leaving the entire rock 
world wondering if the vocalist would ever make 
a full recovery. Although he had to undergo 
intestinal surgery, and suffered further relapses, 
he was thankfully okay.The track ‘A Song For The Dead’ features a 

drum roll lifted directly from the Black Flag 
song ‘Slip It In’, included to pay homage to 

the punk legends.

DID YOU KNOW?

JASON ODA  |  EMOGAME DESIGNER 
“I think it got popular because 
the internet wasn’t very 
entertaining back then, and shit 
like this passed for fun. Part 

of the success of the game had to do with 
putting emo bands in a context where their 
overly serious edge could be smirked at. I’ve 
heard that a lot people went to the game in 
order to get a laugh at the expense of the 
bands and ended up instead figuring out that 
a lot of the music was actually really good. 
The songs by these bands are still a cringe-
worthy reminder of the overly dramatic, overly 
serious, and overly emotional people a lot of 
us were in our youth. Weirdly, after Emogame, 
people started to pay me to make games 
for them so I quit my job and have worked 
freelance for the last eight years. It’s actually a 
great living and it all started with Emogame.”

#49
GOOD CHARLOTTE
bREAK OuT WITH 'THE yOuNG
AND THE HOPELESS'
sEPtEMBER 30, 2002

Good Charlotte slogged it out for 
ages before hitting the big time 
– when this second record was 
released, they’d already been 
together for seven years. But 
thanks to pop crossover single 

‘Lifestyles Of The Rich & Famous’, the Madden 
twins suddenly found themselves having the 
very things they were singing about, and today 
they remain genuine celebrities. One of them 
even married Cameron Diaz, FFS.
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#52
JOE STRUMMER 1952-2002
DECEMBER 22, 2002

The legendary punk pioneer and frontman for 
The Clash left a giant hole in the hearts of many 
when he passed at the age of 50. Instrumental in 
shaping the British punk scene – and so, so much 
more even beyond these shores – Joe Strummer 
(born John Graham Mellor) left behind a legacy 
that will live on forever through his music and his 
undeniable influence.

#53
DOWNLOAD BRINGS ROCK
BACK TO DONINGTON
MAY 31-JUNE 01, 2003

Rock music returned to its spiritual home of 
Donington Park with the 21st century’s answer to 
the famed Monsters Of Rock. Iron Maiden and 
RATM / Soundgarden supergroup Audioslave 
(Limp Bizkit’s replacement) headlined the debut 
two-dayer, while a little band called Metallica 
played a surprise set on the festival’s  
second stage. 

#54
METALLICA SPLIT OPINION ON
'ST. ANGER'
JUNE 05, 2003

The most anticipated and subsequently debated 
release in their decorated history, Metallica’s 
first album for six years was considered a 
massive disappointment by most long time 
fans. That said, with worldwide sales of over six 
million and global chart success,it was proof 
positive that Metallica’s star power and appeal 
had not waned, even if their creative spark was 
called into question.

#55
BRAND NEW GET SERIOUS ON 'DEJA ENTENDU'
JUNE 16, 2003

It might have taken the masses a while to appreciate, but its slow burn appeal and genre-defining quality 
would eventually render ‘Deja Entendu’ an emo classic. Its blueprint would spawn scores of imitators, 
make alternative icons of its creators and soundtrack many a heartbreak for years to come. 

#56
thrice reLeASe
'the ArtiSt in
the AmbuLAnce'
JUly 21, 2003

The Thrice album that showcases some of 
the California lot’s most exceptional and 
groundbreaking work, ‘The Artist In The 
Ambulance’ would undoubtedly feature near 
the top of a list of influences on most of your 
favourite bands. Essential in every way, it’s 
impossible to resist. Damn those melodies!

#51
NIRVANA RELEASE NEW SONG
OCTOBER 28, 2002

After the settlement of a lengthy legal battle 
between Courtney Love and surviving Nirvana 
members Dave Grohl and Krist Novoselic, 
‘Nirvana’ was released – a single disc Greatest 
Hits collection that featured the previously 
unreleased track ‘You Know You’re Right’. 
Taken from the trio’s final studio session before 
frontman Kurt Cobain’s death in ’94, it provided 
something the world never thought would be 
possible – new music.

ANDY COPPING | 
DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL PROMOTER 
“These days there are a lot 
of rock festivals operating in 
the UK, but when we started 

Download it was pretty much only Reading 
& Leeds that had a platform. The idea was 
simple – to put on a festival on the same 
site as Monsters Of Rock that dragged rock 
kicking and screaming into the modern day. 
Monsters Of Rock had a great tradition, but 
it also struggled because some bands felt 
it was stuck in the classic rock era. Bands 
like Nirvana in the early nineties wouldn’t 
play it, for example, so we needed to create 
something fresh. Limp Bizkit pulling out as 
a headliner was scary, but in the end only 
one person asked for a refund. People really 
bought into the idea of Download, and 
Metallica turning up and playing a secret set 
will go down as a classic festival moment 
for years to come. It’s been a great 12 years 
for the festival so far, and we have plans for 
another 12 and beyond!”

Spooked by the album 
leaking online, ‘St. Anger’ 
was released in the UK 

on a Thursday in an 
attempt to limit the 

effect on sales. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

EDDIE BREWERTON  |  MOOSE BLOOD 
“Brand New’s ‘Deja Entendu’ is 
just one of those records that 
will never ever grow old to me. 
With every listen I seem to 
find something new to fall in 

love with. I actually got into it pretty late on 
compared to my friends, but from that very 
first listen I was totally blown away by what 
I heard. The lyrics are really cleverly written 
and the hooks are so memorable. It is just a 
flawless record and it’s definitely the one that 
inspired me to want to start a band and write 
music of my own.”

[32] rocksound.tv



rocksound.tv [33] 

#57
MYSPACE BECOMES A THING
AUGUST 01, 2003

You may be surprised to hear it, but Myspace 
was far more revolutionary than scene kids 
taking selfies from the ‘I’m down here, look at the 
top of my cranium’ angle. It allowed bands and 
musicians to promote their music worldwide, 
and for a time it became the industry standard 
for record labels unearthing new bands and 
artists. That’ll do, Tom. That’ll do.

#58
LIMP BIZKIT PLAY FINSBURY PARK
SEPTEMBER 06, 2003

Pulling out of your comeback show as headliners of the first Download Festival then scrapping your new 
album just before its release isn’t the best way to endear yourself to your fans, nor is it the best way to 
silence the critics. That’s what Fred Durst and Co. decided to do, however, but they made up for it – sort 
of – with this free north London mini-festival in front of 40,000 fans. 

#59
THE DARKNESS BECOME THE
BIGGEST BAND IN THE WORLD.
FOR A BIT...
SEPTEMBER 22, 2003

Taken from the UK chart-topping, quintuple 
platinum album ‘Permission To Land’, ‘I Believe 
In A Thing Called Love’ saw these Lowestoft 
lads become the biggest band in the UK almost 
overnight. They also became the first unsigned 
band to sell out London’s Astoria, and less than 
12 months later headlined Reading Festival 
despite having just 45 minutes of material to 
their name. Mental.

#60
funeral for a friend
release 'casually dressed
and deep in conversation'
october 13, 2003

One of the most influential British rock albums 
of the century, this ambitious debut was released 
to critical acclaim in the UK and received gold 
certification, spawning three top 20 singles in 
the months that followed. An already impressive 
12 months also included support slots with Iron 
Maiden and Linkin Park, as well as headlining the 
second stage at Reading and Leeds Festivals.

JUSTIN HAWKINS  |  THE DARKNESS 
“We were eating fresh caviar 
and drinking champagne every 
day. We were probably the last 
example of proper rock ‘n’ roll, 
mega stardom. Who’s stepped 

up and done what we did? Absolutely 
nobody. I realised that it was all just a 
moment, though, and I think people consider 
our success a weird blip in music history that 
shouldn’t have happened. It’s almost like they 
bought into something that wasn’t real. But 
we were never interested in being a hip band, 
just a great fucking band!”

TOM ANDERSON  |  MYSPACE DON 
WHAT WAS IT LIKE BEING 
THE MOST POPULAR MAN IN 
THE WORLD?  
“Ha! I don’t think I was the most 

popular man in the world, but it was nice how 
friendly people were to me about Myspace. I 
got invited to parties and shows and people 
were always very gracious.”

IT MUST HAVE BEEN PRETTY COOL BEING 
BOSS OF THE INTERNET FOR A LITTLE 
WHILE, THOUGH?  

“It was awesome and a worldwide cultural 
phenomenon, but it was a case of right 
place, right time. I feel lucky that I got to be 
part of it. I’m an ordinary person and proof 
that anyone can become popular when put 
in the public spotlight – the ugly guy who’s 
suddenly cute because he’s in a band!” 
 
WHAT DID YOU USE MYSPACE FOR?  
“Meeting girls and finding bands! Myspace 
put the best of life in front of me: people, 
music, art and culture. It let me meet people 
I’d never have met any other way.”

5 
THE NUMBER OF BANDS WHO 

SUPPORTED AT THE SHOW: 
STUN, INME, A, THE COOPER 

TEMPLE CLAUSE AND, 
AMAZINGLY, BIFFY CLYRO!

STAT ATTACK!
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#62
JOEY JORDISON AND 
METALLICA MAKE HISTORY
JUNE 06, 2004

With drummer Lars Ulrich hospitalised, 
Metallica’s headline set at Download ’04 was in 
serious jeopardy. After a frantic call for arms (or 
rather sticks), Slipknot's Joey Jordison emerged 
behind the kit and not only filled in, but nailed 
each and every beat, making rock history as well 
as making it look easy in the process. Essentially, 
nothing this incredible will likely happen again. 
Sorry, kids. 

#63
VELVET REVOLVER RAISE THE
SUPERGROUP STAKES
JUNE 07, 2004

As far as supergroups go, this was a pretty 
bloody big one. Featuring the former Guns N’ 
Roses trio of Slash, Duff McKagan and Matt 
Sorum, as well as Dave Kushner of Wasted 
Youth and Scott Weiland of Stone Temple Pilots, 
their debut album ‘Contraband’ was a hugely 
anticipated offering that, believe it or not, went 
on to sell an absolute bucketload.  
We wonder why...   

#64
MASTODON ROLL OUT 
THEIR 'LEVIATHAN'
AUGUST 30, 2004

A concept album based partly on the novel 
Moby Dick, Mastodon’s second effort 
brought them huge critical acclaim and 
was seen by many as one of the best metal 
releases of the 21st century, thanks to stellar, 
crushing tracks like ‘Iron Tusk’, ‘Blood And 
Thunder’ and ‘Seabeast’. If you haven’t heard 
it, we suggest you do so right now.

#65
BMTH RELEASE 'THIS IS WHAT
THE EDGE OF YOUR SEAT WAS 
MADE FOR'
OCTOBER 02, 2004

Few would’ve thought that these skinny jean 
wearing, fringe loving, genuinely despised 
deathcore kids from Sheffield would become 
the biggest modern metal band in Britain 
following the release of this largely rubbish EP. 
It happened, though, and this rough and ready 
affair is where their extraordinary, ‘Fuck you, 
world, you were all wrong’ journey began.  

#61
MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE
RELEASE 'THREE CHEERS
FOR SWEET REVENGE'
JUNE 07, 2004

What still remains an era-defining release, MCR’s second full-
length struck a nerve both musically and emotionally with millions 
around the world. Often credited as the leaders of noughties "emo” 
culture, the band’s significance to a generation of music fans and the 
importance of this album cannot be dismissed. Three cheers for  
My Chemical Romance, we say.

2,803
THE ExACT NUMBER OF SECONDS 

THAT 'LEVIATHAN' LASTS FOR. THAT'S 
A HELL OF A LOT OF HEAD BANGING. 

STAT ATTACK!
The song ‘RE: They 

Have No Reflections’ is 
the most played song 

in the history of 
Myspace.

DID YOU
KNOW?
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#66
GREEN DAY uNlEAsh thEiR 
iNNER 'AMERiCAN iDiOt'
september 20, 2004

Every so often, an album comes along that 
defines an entire decade almost by mistake. 
‘American Idiot’ was one of those albums. 
Released in the aftermath of the underwhelming 
'Warning', nobody expected much from the 
trio's seventh album. As it happens, it made 
Green Day one of the biggest bands in the world, 
proving so successful it was later adapted into a 
musical. Life, eh?

BILLIE JOE ARMSTRONG  |  GREEN DAY 
“I’ve always been someone who 
believes in our records and I 
think that [when we released] 
‘Warning’ we hit our smallest 

core fan base, but it was still a big audience and 
we were never unhappy with that. I remember 
getting ready to write ‘American Idiot’ and 
thinking that people were either going to call 
us brilliant or crazy for doing it. I think maybe 
we got a little bit of both in the reaction. With 
any album, you put in the best that you can and 
dig further than ever, but you never really know 
what will happen to your band. With ‘American 
Idiot’ it just so happened that we really struck a 
chord with a lot of people, and it turned into a 
really crazy, awesome adventure.”

CHARLIE SIMPSON  |  FIGHTSTAR 
“Leaving Busted and embarking 
on this journey with Fightstar 
was certainly a very public 
beginning for us. I didn’t want 

that much attention brought on [the Busted 
split], but I guess it had to be that way. I 
would have liked to have left quietly, but 
I suppose that was impossible. I wanted 
to take time out of Busted because I was 
enjoying playing with Fightstar, which was 
fine, but as time went on I thought to myself, 
‘This is where my heart is and there’s no point 
in me carrying on with Busted when this is 
what I really want to be doing with my life’.”

PATRICK STUMP  |  FALL OUT BOY 
“In the creation of ‘From Under 
The Cork Tree’ we had our best 
ever album, we just didn’t pull it 
out. There were a few arguments 

that I lost and a few that I should have lost 
in the studio that changed the shape of [the 
record]. We had B-sides that were way better 
than some of the songs on the final record. 
Besides the band and the people behind 
the scenes, no one saw us coming. I got 
used to my manager calling me with good 
news – there are conversations where I’m 
embarrassed to think about how much I was 
taking for granted. We definitely got used to 
putting out successful records, and this was 
definitely one.”

#67
'DiMEBAG' DARREll ABBOtt 
1966-2004
DeCember 08, 2004

Over 10 years have passed since that fateful 
night in Columbus, Ohio, but the horrific 
murder of ‘Dimebag’ Darrell Abbott during 
a Damageplan performance at Alrosa Villa 
remains one of the most shocking and senseless 
tragedies the metal community has ever 
endured. Gone but never forgotten, he remains a 
true icon that lives on through those he inspired.

#68
ChARliE siMpsON lEAvEs
BustED; uNvEils fiGhtstAR
january 14, 2005

The day that hearts could be heard splitting in 
half around the world, Charlie Simpson parted 
ways with boy band Busted to focus fully on 
what had previously been his secret side project, 
Fightstar. While we were all skeptical at first, 
the bushy-browed chap proved us all wrong, 
and the band’s debut album, released a year 
later, actually turned out to be, well, pretty much 
bloody brilliant. 

#69
BliNk-182 ANNOuNCE 
"iNDEfiNitE hiAtus"
February 22, 2005

Though 2003’s self-titled album felt like the 
end of an era, as Blink moved away from songs 
about making love to dogs in their bottom holes, 
the shock announcement of an indefinite hiatus 
in 2005 left millions of fans wondering if this 
was the end for the pop-punk kings. As we now 
know, it wasn't, but perhaps in some ways it 
would've been better had it been. 

#70
fAll Out BOY RElEAsE
'fROM uNDER thE CORk tREE'
may 02, 2005

If ever one album were to send a band on a 
journey from the toilet circuit to genuine arena-
conquering superstardom, Fall Out Boy’s ‘From 
Under The Cork Tree’ was it. With millions of 
sales worldwide and a bucketload of awards to 
its name, the likes of ‘Sugar, We’re Goin Down’ 
kickstarted a genuine musical revolution, the 
effects of which can still be felt.
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#72
PANIC! AT THE DISCO
BREAKOUT IN 'A FEVER
YOU CAN'T SWEAT OUT'
SEPTEMBER 26, 2005  

Rapidly rising from unsigned Las Vegas teens 
with a handful of songs and no live experience 
under their belts, to releasing their debut album 
and hitting the road quick smart, Panic! At The 
Disco’s wholly unique blend of off-kilter pop and 
jazzed-up rock melodies saw them evolve from 
internet curiosity to platinum-selling artists in 
little over a year. Pete Wentz wouldn’t bloody 
shut up about them, either... 

#74
SYSTEM OF A DOWN TOP THE US CHARTS TWICE IN ONE YEAR
NOVEMBER 28, 2005  

Joining an elite group that includes The Beatles, Guns N’ Roses and 2Pac, SOAD’s double album – 
released in two instalments, ‘Mezmerize’ and ‘Hypnotize’ – made them only the fifth act ever to manage 
having two albums top the US charts in one year. To put that into perspective, Green Day tried it three 
times in 2012 and didn’t even manage it once. Bravo.

#75
SLAM DUNK FESTIVAL IS BORN
MAY 27, 2006  

Evolving from a weekly alternative event at Leeds Cockpit, the first Slam Dunk Festival featured 
the likes of Fall Out Boy, The Academy Is... and Thursday taking over Leeds’ Millennium Square. 
As virtually none of you will need reminding, it’s since evolved into three days (North, South and 
Midlands), providing the UK with a worthy alternative to Warped Tour. We love you, Slam Dunk.

PETE WENTZ  |  FALL OUT BOY 
“I remember going to 
Brendon’s parents’ house and 
having to convince them that 
he was actually signing to a 
label and they were going to 
go on tour, and it wasn’t just 

some African princess scam! That was so 
weird. At the time I was still a kid myself. 
That record sold over two million copies 
and there was just something magical 
going on with the band at the time. It was 
the strangest thing to watch in front of 
your eyes, because we witnessed them 
become rockstars on that first tour. What 
people struggle to understand is that 
Panic!’s first album was an industry wet 
dream. The budget to make it compared to 
what it sold gave the guys a blank cheque 
to do whatever they wanted.”

BEN RAY  |  SLAM DUNK ORGANISER 
“The first ever Slam 
Dunk Festival in 
2006 was actually 
a bit of an accident! 
Fall Out Boy had 

just exploded with ‘From Under 
The Cork Tree’ and I didn’t 
have an indoor venue in Leeds 
big enough to put them on in. 
So I put them on in the large 
Millennium Square in the city 
centre and to help sell tickets 
more bands were added and 
the event was branded a 
festival. At the time I assumed 
it would actually be a one-
off event, I had no idea that it 
would somehow continue to 
grow each year into what it 
has become today. This year 
the Leeds event will return to 
Millennium Square, so it will be 
a special year for me.”

#71
TRIVIUM ANNOUNCE
THEMSELVES AT DOWNLOAD
JUNE 11, 2005  

The year that witnessed Trivium’s induction 
into the metal elite not only saw them release 
their staggering second album ‘Ascendancy’, but 
ridiculously (and we mean that in a good way) 
saw them open the main stage at Download. 
In front of an impressibely large 11am crowd, 
the performance launched them into the 
stratosphere and remains one of the festival’s 
most famous moments.

The album’s orchestral 
intro track was arranged 

and performed by 
Finnish cello lovers 

Apocalyptica.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#73
BULLET FOR MY VALENTINE
RELEASE 'THE POISON'
OCTOBER 03, 2005  

With a five-album deal penned with Song 
BMG and an EP that was making waves both 
in the UK and the US, Bullet For My Valentine’s 
debut full-length was always going to be a big 
deal even before it was released. When it was 
unleashed, however, it was even bigger than 
most people thought possible, achieving gold 
status on both sides of the Atlantic. Seriously, 
that doesn’t happen any more.
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BENJI WEBBE  |  SKINDRED 
“It was like a dream for me, 
because I’d been a Korn fan for 
years. At first I was like ‘Fuck 
yeah!’, but then I thought, ‘What 
if I suck and the crowd pelt piss 

at me?’ I ended up singing ‘A.D.I.D.A.S.’, but 
first had to jam with Munky to see if I could 
cut it. Apparently he was impressed. Mikey 
from SiKth didn’t make the cut, the poor 
bastard – I bet he was gutted! Sitting in the 
van going to the stage with Corey Taylor, Dez 
Fafara and M. Shadows was surreal. I was the 
only British guy who got to sing with Korn 
that day and I was proud to represent the 
UK, but it was over so fast. Throughout the 
whole experience I was expecting my mother 
to wake me up for school it was that unreal. I 
still cannot believe that it actually happened 
to me.”

SAM YUNG  |  PARAMORE FAN 
“The 15th of October, 2006 is a date I remember so well to this day. My 13-year-
old self could not wait. Mean Fiddler was a tiny venue, but at 13 any venue seems 
huge. The excitement inside was unbelievable when Paramore came on. Highlights 
of the set were old school tracks from their first record ‘All We Know Is Falling’, 

like ‘Franklin’ and I distinctly remember how intense ‘My Heart’ was. I was so in awe of the band 
and the stage presence they commanded. I also remember when Hayley threw her keyboard on 
the floor after the last note of the song, and I thought that was so rock ‘n’ roll! I’m now 22, and 
looking back, I’m so grateful I got to see them in tiny venues when I was a kid. Their success 
today is proof that all their hard work and struggles through adversity were totally worth it. I can’t 
help but feel proud of them.”  

#76
KORN GET BY WITH A LITTLE
HELP FROM THEIR FRIENDS
June 10, 2006  

With Jonathan Davis hospitalised and treated 
for a blood disorder just hours before Korn were 
due to play Download’s main stage, it was lucky 
the band had a few friends they could call upon 
to fill in for their charismatic frontman. Aided by 
the likes of M. Shadows, Corey Taylor and Benji 
Webbe, it was brilliant, unique and showed off 
the true size of their contacts book. They know a 
few people, Korn. 

#79
GALLOWS GO FOR THE THROAT ON
'ORCHESTRA OF WOLvES'
september 25, 2006  

Introducing themselves with a ferocious 
we-don’t-give-a-fuck attitude and a snarling, 
confrontational frontman in the form of Frank 
Carter, Gallows’ debut album was like being 
punched in the head repeatedly. Call us 
weird, but that’s exactly the sort of thing we 
tend to enjoy, and it appears that more than 

a few others agreed, transforming them into what many were 
dubbing 'the new Sex Pistols'. 

#77
BRENDAN URIE TAKES A
BOTTLE TO THE FACE
AuGust 25, 2006  

In yet another infamous main stage talking point, 
the Panic! At The Disco frontman was knocked 
out cold for a few seconds after being struck by 
a flying bottle during the band’s set at Reading 
Festival. However, presumably because he’s a 
massive legend (not to mention secret hard nut), 
the vocalist was straight back up on his feet, 
finishing both the song and the set as though 
nothing had happened.

#78
OLI SYKES LAUNCHES
DROP DEAD
september 22, 2006  

A clothing brand taking a spot in the chart, we 
hear you ask? Well, yes, and its significance 
shouldn’t really need explaining. The BMTH 
frontman has changed the industry with his Drop 
Dead gear over the years, with even the likes of 
Justin Bieber being spotted donning designs in 
recent months. In terms of impacting the world 
at large, Drop Dead remains a most spectacular 
success story.

1
THE NUMBER OF 
vENUES PATHETIC 
ENOUGH TO 
BAN THE GROUP 
FROM LIvE 
PERFORMANCES. 

APPARENTLY THE ALBUM'S 
CONTENT WAS DEEMED 
TOO FRIGHTENING. WELL 
DONE, ANAHEIM HOUSE OF 
BLUES. WELL DONE...

STAT ATTACK!

#80
PARAMORE PLAY LONDON'S
MEAN FIDDLER
OCtOber 15, 2006

As a 17-year-old Hayley Williams took to the 
stage in front of a little over 800 crazed and 
adoring fans at London’s Mean Fiddler, with 
the words ‘Paramore is a band’ famously 
scrawled across her shirt, it was difficult to 
escape the feeling that even back then, we 
were watching a band with the potential to 
one day return to the capital and headline 
Wembley Arena. We hate to say we told you 
so, but…  
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#81
MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE
JOIN 'THE BLACK PARADE'
OCTOBER 23, 2006

The third full-length from MCR signalled a 
potent musical shift from that of its predecessor, 
producing a concept album with theatrical 
production that flowed into the band’s live 
shows as the alter-ego mob, The Black Parade. 
Showered in accolades, including their first 
UK number one single, ‘The Black Parade’ is 
essential listening and took the band to the top 
of festival bills across the world.

#82
ENTER SHIKARI SELL OUT
THE ASTORIA
nOvEmBER 04, 2006

Trumped only by The Darkness, Enter 
Shikari became the second unsigned band 
to sell out the 1,800 capacity Astoria, 
harnessing the hype that the internet 
was capable of creating and producing 
something both tangible and utterly jaw-
dropping. It was inconceivable that they’d 
ever pull it off, but the fact that they did 
made the entire music industry sit up and 
take notice.

#84
A DAY TO REMEMBER COVER 
KELLY CLARKSON. BAND
PROMPTLY BLOWS UP.
FEBURARY 19, 2007

It’s unfair to pin their initial success solely on one 
track, but this cover of ‘Since U Been Gone’ that 
appeared on ADTR’s Myspace page (and later 
on the re-issue of their second album ‘For Those 
Who Have Heart’) certainly didn’t do their quest 
for world domination any harm. In one swoop, 
the band became the most talked about band on 
the internet, and the rest, as they say, is history.

#85
SONNY MOORE LEAVES fROM
fIRST TO LAST
FEBURARY 26, 2007

Sonny Moore (whatever happened to him, 
anyway?) leaving From First To Last not only 
devastated his hordes of fans, but in turn 
effectively led to the band’s popularity beginning 
to seriously waver. Among financial difficulties 
and various label issues, FFTL have never truly 
been the same band since Moore’s departure, 
despite their continued efforts. 

#83
THIRTY SECONDS TO MARS MAKE THE MOST ExPENSIVE
VIDEO EVER. SUPPOSEDLY.
nOvEmBER 06, 2006

While it’s perfectly plausible that Jared Leto could be a part of something this excessive, the 
rumoured 13 million dollars that 30STM apparently spent on the extravagant video for ‘From 
Yesterday’ was quickly denied by the frontman, thus it probably isn’t the most expensive video ever 
made. But then again, it could be, because he could have been lying. Glad we cleared that one up.

ROU REYNOLDS  |  ENTER SHIKARI 
“The Astoria was legendary to 
us. We’d all been there to see 
various bands in the past, so 
it was incredibly surreal just 

hearing our band name uttered in the same 
sentence as that venue. We originally booked 
the Mean Fiddler venue, underneath the 
Astoria, but as tickets were selling quickly, 
our booking agent suggested we could make 
the move up. Once we announced the move, 
momentum took hold and we actually sold 
the extra 1,000 tickets even faster. It was 
the first time we’d stood to make meaningful 
profit from a show, so of course we spunked 
it all on extra lighting (including lasers, 
apparently borrowed from Coldplay as they 
had a break in their tour). We didn’t feel 
nervous – it just felt right.”

5,544,070
The number of plays The song's 

video had on adTr's official youTube 
channel aT The Time of prinT. 

STAT ATTACK!
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#90
METRO STATION MAKE 
THE WORLD 'SHAKE IT'
SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

The term One Hit Wonder couldn’t be 
more relevant here, but in fairness to 
Metro Station, they jumped on the wave 
and rode it as long as it lasted. There’s no 
doubting the catchiness of ‘Shake It’, nor 
its commercial success, and for all the 
people who couldn’t wait to take a swing at 
the duo, the song has given them a career 
that lasts to this very day. So who were the 
real winners?

#88
BIFFY CLYRO FIND THE 
LAST pIECE OF THE 'pUZZLE'
JUNE 04, 2007

Later crowned Rock Sound’s album of the year, the 
release of ‘Puzzle’ saw Biffy propelled into the big 
leagues of commercial fame and success, landing 
at number two in the UK album charts in its first 
week. Multiple big name support slots would follow 
– most notably Muse at Wembley Stadium – and 
after years of toil the Scots found themselves top of 
the Brit rock pile.

TRACE CYRUS  |  METRO STATION 
“’Shake It’ was one of the last songs 
we made for [our first] record. Both 
the label and the band didn't expect 
it to become as big as it did. There 

was never even talk about it being a single until 
iTunes picked it as Single Of The Week. After that 
everything changed; we made a music video and 
the song started moving up the charts. For three 
years we didn’t stop touring. Things happened so 
quickly and we were so busy that it was almost 
hard to enjoy it at the time. We never had time to 
just relax and think, ‘Wow, we’re really doing this!’. 
Looking back on it now I realise that it was really 
something special.”

#87
GALLOWS TAKE WARNER TO 
THE CLEANERS
MARCH 27, 2007

After the success of and hyperbolic media 
ravings surrounding ‘Orchestra Of Wolves’, 
Gallows signed a record deal with Warner Music 
reported to have been worth over one million 
pounds. Realising how utterly ludicrous this 
was from the off, the band toured the world and 
recorded second album ‘Grey Britain’, only to be 
dropped by the label due to its poor sales. Who 
saw that coming, eh?

LAURENT ‘LAgS’ BERNARd  |  gALLOWS 
“Signing to a major label was 
never our intention – it just 
happened. I remember playing 
a sold out show at the 100 Club 

in London that was 50 per cent Gallows fans 
and 50 per cent industry bigwigs. That night 
we even had to sneak Chino and Abe from 
the Deftones in through the fire escape. The 
bidding war that followed didn’t end until the 
day we signed the contract. We were about 
to pledge our allegiance to one label, but then 
Warner called and produced a number that 
blew our tiny Watford minds. Moments later 
we were in a West End pub celebrating while 
lawyers were busy re-writing the contract. 
That whole period felt quite surreal. In fact, 
I’m not even sure it ever happened.”

The song ‘Born For This’ 
contains a line taken from 
‘Liberation Frequency’, a 
song by now-reformed 

Swedish punk 
legends Refused. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

#89
pARAMORE START A 'RIOT'
JUNE 11, 2007

With more than enough evidence from the previous year alone 
that they were ready to shoot straight to the top, Paramore’s 
sophomore effort only continued the global swarm of adoration 
from both critics and peers alike, gifting us the almighty 
“Whoaaaa” of ‘Misery Business’ in the process. For that alone, 
the world should remain ever grateful.

#86
THE SMASHING pUMpKINS
REFORM IN pARIS
MARCH 22, 2007

Although this particular event saw just two of 
their original members involved, The Smashing 
Pumpkins reformed in Paris in 2007 some 
seven years after their last live performance. A 
new album later that year was met with mixed 
feelings, and two would later become one when 
frontman Billy Corgan became the last original 
man standing. Billy No Mates, indeed. 
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The band took their name 
from the place they claimed 

to sneak into during their 
youth – the Foxboro housing 

development in Hercules, 
California – in order to use 

the hot tubs that could 
be found there.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#92
FOXBORO HOT TUBS
GO DIGITAL
March 22, 2008  

The band formerly known as Green Day… only 
messing! The alias by which Green Day booked 
secret shows would later identify their garage 
rock side project, Foxboro Hot Tubs, originally 
formed in ’07. Their only studio album to date 
was initially released as digital download only, 
before getting a physical release a month later. 
They’re getting more slippery as they get older, 
that lot.

BRIAN FALLON  |  THE GASLIGHT ANTHEM 
“My goal is still the same: write 
a record that makes people say, 
‘The 59 what?’ I want to make 
people forget that record with 
how good the next one we make 

is. Musically we are still incredibly ambitious. 
I want it to be like the first time I heard 
‘London Calling’, giving the punch in the face 
that forces you to conclude it is the best 
thing you’ve ever heard. I really want to floor 
people, I’m always shooting high, because I 
always want us to be a band that cares about 
their art. We are still trying to write that best 
record in the world.”

#93
LInkIn pARk BRInG pROjekT RevOLUTIOn TO mILTOn keyneS
june 29, 2008  

An annual tour put on by Linkin Park since 2002, Projekt Revolution finally made its way to Europe in the 
summer of 2008, with the likes of Enter Shikari and Jay-Z in tow. Just to make things that extra special, 
the band’s ‘Road To Revolution’ live CD / DVD was recorded at this date, and Jay-Z himself even popped 
up for a little run through cuts from their ‘Collision Course’ collaboration. BOOM!

#94
THe GASLIGHT AnTHem 
ReLeASe 'THe 59 SOUnD'
august 18, 2008  

This second album success 
story is becoming a 
repetitive theme here, but 
it couldn’t be truer for The 
Gaslight Anthem. With ‘The 
’59 Sound’, the Springsteen-
worshipping mob captured 
an innovative, exciting and 

pure brand of punk rock that would open doors 
to a world this genre of music normally wouldn’t 
even step foot in, changing the perception of 
what punk music could sound like entirely.

#96
TRAvIS BARkeR BADLy
InjUReD In pLAne cRASH
septeMber 09, 2008  

While the Blink-182 drummer was left critically 
injured with second and third degree burns, 
four of his crew tragically lost their lives in this 
horrific crash, in which Barker's friend and fellow 
musician DJ AM also escaped with his life. It’s 
this incident that is cited for Mark, Tom and 
Travis reforming Blink-182 in 2009, bringing the 
men together in the same room or the first time 
in half a decade.

#95
RAGe AGAInST THe mAcHIne
HeADLIne ReADInG AnD
LeeDS
august 23 & 25, 2008  

After rumours of RATM reforming to play 
Coachella were confirmed early in 2007, the 
band went on to tour the globe, including a stop 
off to headline Reading and Leeds Festival in 
2008. It was a short-lived blast from the past, 
but with tens of thousands screaming the words 
to the likes of ‘Bullet In The Head’ and ‘Guerilla 
Radio’, it’s one we’ll safely never forget.

#91
my cHemIcAL ROmAnce vS TABLOIDS
March 08, 2008  

It wasn’t the first, and it certainly wasn’t the last time an alternative rock band were linked with 
tragedy amid accusations that their music promotes suicide and self-harm. Unfortunately it was 
the turn of MCR to take a bashing from the tabloids, back in 2008. If you want to see the article in 
question it’s still online, but we wouldn’t recommend it...

PHOEBE SINCLAIR  |  MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE PUBLICIST 
“The Daily Mail dissected 
and twisted My Chemical 
Romance lyrics in order 
to link them to the tragic 
death of one of their fans 

and proclaimed the band a ‘Death Cult’. 
We didn’t address it with the paper, as 
we didn’t want to sensationalise it any 
further. MCR cared a lot about their fans 
and were very vocal about discouraging 
self-harm, so the story horrified them. 
Gerard [Way] always discussed it in a 
sympathetic, reasoned and intelligent way 
during interviews. The band were very 
aware of the potential fall-out from such a 
provocative piece, but we all felt that more 
than anything that it was deeply offensive 
and disrespectful towards the girl’s family.”
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#97
OLI SYKES EMBROILED
IN CONTROVERSEY
SEPTEMBER 29, 2008  

Having been arrested for allegedly urinating on 
a female fan after a show in April 2007 – claims 
that were later dropped – Bring Me The Horizon 
frontman Oli Sykes retaliated in song with ‘No 
Need For Introductions…’ on the band’s second 
album ‘Suicide Season’, which included the 
lines “After everything you put me through / I 
should’ve fucking pissed on you”. Eeeek.  
If the internet were a printing press, it would’ve 
been stopped...

#98
CHI CHENG INVOLVED IN
TERRIBLE CAR CRASH 
NOVEMBER 04, 2008  

After a horrific car crash that saw the car 
Chi was travelling in flip three times over, 
the Deftones bassist was taken to hospital 
in a serious but reportedly stable condition. 
After fighting a coma and overcoming several 
operations over the next few years, Chi sadly lost 
his life when his heart suddenly stopped on April 
13, 2013, devastating friends, family and fans 
alike. RIP, brother. 

#99
GUNS N' ROSES RELEASE
 'CHINESE DEMOCRACY'
NOVEMBER 24, 2008  

After countless personnel changes, obscene 
costs, numerous lawsuits, speculative release 
dates and general dicking about, ‘Chinese 
Democracy’ was finally released a whopping 
eight years after recording first commenced. 
Sure, it was the band’s first album since 1993 
and so it was destined to garner interest and a 
certain level of success, but it didn’t need to be 
so complicated, Axl.

For people like you, there is no such 
thing as an early grave.

You wanted to gut my dreams until I was 
empty, and show everyone my remains.

And after everything you put me through, 
I should've FUCKING PISSED ON YOU!

'No Need For Introductions, I've 
Read About Girls Like You On The 

Back Of Toilet Doors'

EMMA VAN DUYTS  |  DEFTONES PUBLICIST 
“When I first met 
Deftones in 1996,  I 
immediately knew what 
a special person Chi 
was. I found it so easy 

to open up and talk to him and he 
offered me so much advice, which 
I will always be grateful for. He 
never had a harsh word to say about 
anything or anyone and just being 
around him made you feel good. He 
was the nicest man I have ever met; 
always about finding the good in 
situations and people – a life lesson 
that we should all learn. There has 
never been a day when he hasn’t 
been in my thoughts. I’m sure that 
Chi would have wanted us all to 
celebrate his life and to continue to 
speak of him with the love we felt 
for him and the love he felt for us 
all. Legends never die – Chi will live 
on in the music and in the hearts of 
everyone whose lives he touched.”

MIKE DUCE  |  LOWER THAN ATLANTIS 
DID YOU GO TO THE ASTORIA 
WHEN YOU WERE YOUNGER? 
“I first went when I was about 15. 
I’m pretty sure it was an Atreyu 

show. I got drunk in Soho Square with my 
mates and then good and sweaty at the gig.” 
HOW IMPORTANT WAS IT TO YOU AS A 
ROCK MUSIC FAN GROWING UP? 
“It was probably the venue. It wasn’t just the 
shows though, the location was great too. Right 
in the centre of London with a little square of 
green to hang out in right next door. I always 
made a whole day of it.” 

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVOURITE MEMORIES 
OF THE VENUE? 
“I have many but I used to love going to club 
nights there with my friend Sarah. I’d usually 
know all the songs, but if I didn’t know a song, 
I’d ask the DJ who the band was and that was 
often how I would find out about new music.” 
HOW GUTTED ARE YOU THAT LOWER 
THAN ATLANTIS NEVER GOT TO PLAY IT? 
“It was always on the bucket list. It’s such a 
shame that we’ll never get to play the venue 
we all grew up watching our favourite bands in. 
Also, Ed saw Megadeth there with his brother 
David and cried. True story!”

13,000,000 
THE NUMBER IN US DOLLARS 

THAT THE BAND'S LABEL, GEffEN, 
CLAIM wAS SpENT ON THE ALBUM 
IN RECORDING AND pRODUCTION 

COSTS ALONE.

STAT ATTACK!

#100
THE ASTORIA CLOSES
ITS DOORS
JANUARY 15, 2009

In the words of The Ataris, “So long, Astoria”. 
The legendary venue closed its doors at the 
beginning of 2009, leaving a dent in the 
London live circuit which in truth, the capital 
has struggled to recover from ever since. 
Everyone from Oasis to Nirvana graced the 
venue’s famous stage, the site of which now 
houses a construction site for the impending 
Crossrail project. Music > trains.
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#106
THIRTY SECONDS TO MARS WIN LABEL BATTLE
APRIL 28, 2009

After almost a year of judicial proceedings, Thirty Seconds To Mars resolved their dispute with 
EMI. As documented in subsequent feature-film ‘Artifact’, Jared Leto’s band were hit with a $30 
million lawsuit as they sought to be freed from their contract, but ‘This Is War’ would soon get 
its release. Talk about a hard fought victory...

#101
ARCHITECTS RELEASE 
'HOLLOW CROWN'
JANUARY 26, 2009  

‘Hollow Crown’ came as a revelation. On album 
three, Architects left their previous work – and 
the competition – in the shade, delivering one 
of the most furious, visceral releases in British 
metalcore history. With Sam Carter coming into 
his own behind the mic, Brighton’s noisiest sons 
set on course for greatness.   

#102
BLINK-182 GET BACK
TOGETHER
FEBRUARY 08, 2009  

Considering the bitterness of their break-up and 
the creative disputes preceding it, a Blink-182 
reunion always looked unlikely. But when Travis 
Barker was involved in a horrific plane crash, 
they managed to overcome their differences, 
return to the studio and tour once more. Fans 
everywhere rejoiced. Parents, not so much. 

#103
WES BORLAND RETURNS TO
LIMP BIZKIT. FOR A BIT...
FEBRUARY 12, 2009  

Without Wes Borland, Limp Bizkit seriously lost 
their way. Following a muddled ‘Results May 
Vary’, the idiosyncratic guitarist made a brief 
return, before waltzing right back out the door. 
It wasn’t long before they were back on the 
road though, regaining their crown as nu metal’s 
greatest party band.

#105
BRENT HINDS SUFFERS HEAD
INJURY, BOUNCES BACK WITH
'CRACK THE SKYE'
MARCH 23, 2009  

Dense, psychedelic and gloriously weird, 
Mastodon’s ‘Crack The Skye’ scooped Rock 
Sound’s album of 2009 award. Yet it emerged 
from a place of darkness, drawing on family 
traumas and guitarist Brent Hinds’ brush with 
death, following a serious bash to the head in a 
post-awards ceremony brawl, two years earlier. 

SAM CARTER  |  ARCHITECTS 
“We recorded ‘Hollow Crown’ 
at a really weird time. I’d only 
just joined but I didn’t know 
if the band was about to split 
up or make another record. 

It’s an album for people who are fucked off 
and don’t know what they’re doing in life, 
because at the time that was us. Weirdly, it 
wasn’t really until the next album [‘The Here 
And Now’] that people started raving about 
it. Its reputation allowed us to carry on, even 
after doing a record that was… not so good. 
A lot of our success today is down to ‘Hollow 
Crown’, that’s for sure.”

3THE NUMBER OF TIMES WES 
BORLAND CAN CLAIM TO 
HAvE JOINED LIMP BIZKIT TO 
DATE. SETTLE DOWN, LAD!

STAT ATTACK!

#104
CURTIS WARD LEAvES BRING ME THE HORIZON
MARCH 19, 2009  

Growing up in the spotlight is tough, particularly within a band as divisive as Bring Me The Horizon. 
Guitarist Curtis Ward called time on his involvement during a lengthy US jaunt, citing a combination of 
personal factors and escalating tinnitus, while I Killed The Prom Queen’s Jona Weinhofen stepped in. 

CURTIS WARD |  EX-BRING ME THE HORIZON 
“Because I didn’t go home and write as much on my own as the others – most of what 
I wrote was in the practice room – I guess it seemed I didn’t put in as much effort as I 
could. I wanted to have fun, but everyone else treated it as a job. I remember talking to 
Matt [Nicholls, drums] and Lee [Malia, guitar] and saying that we needed to live a life 

outside it, but they wanted it to be their whole lives. The next morning I woke up and everyone was 
off the tour bus, and our tour manager came on and said they didn’t want me in the band anymore.”
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#108
ALL TIME LOW
gO bIg On
'nOTHIng PERSOnAL'
JULY 07, 2009  

‘Dookie’, ‘Enema Of The State’, ‘Nothing 
Personal’. Third albums are so often the charm in 
pop-punk, and All Time Low came through with 
a doozy. It was stuffed with arena-sized anthems, 
and made the Baltimore four-piece simply 
impossible to ignore. 

#110
ASKIng ALEXAnDRIA
RELEASE 'STAnD UP
AnD SCREAM'
SEPTEMBER 14, 2009  

This is where the madness began. Asking 
Alexandria’s debut album was an immediate 
hit in North America – the ferocious, synth-
laden metalcore of ‘The Final Episode’ et al 
launching them up the Billboard charts. Cue 
US tours with Memphis May Fire and The 
Word Alive, kick-starting their bid for world 
domination. ENGLAND!

Ross was credited on the 
song ‘Nearly Witches’, 
taken from the P!ATD 

album ‘Vices & Virtues’, 
released two years 
after his departure.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#107
RYAn ROSS AnD JOn WALKER LEAVE PAnIC! AT THE DISCO
JULY 06, 2009

Change is a fact of life, as Panic! At The Disco know well. Yet for all their comings, goings and 
dramatic musical shifts, the departures of Ryan Ross and Jon Walker came close to actually 
breaking them. But as their main songwriter left for pastures new, Brendon Urie stepped up. The 
rest, as they say, is history.

#109
SOnISPHERE bRIngS ROCK
bACK TO KnEbWORTH
AUGUST 1-2, 2009  

From Queen to Led Zeppelin, Pink Floyd to 
Oasis, Knebworth has hosted its fair share of 
legendary gigs. Yet, before Sonisphere touched 
down on its hallowed grounds, there was a 
quiet decade-or-so. That all changed as Linkin 
Park, Metallica and a host of others brought 
the fields back to life in stunning fashion. 

BEN BRUCE |  ASKING ALEXANDRIA 
“At this point in our lives we 
were all drinking far too much, 
not that that's really changed! I 
remember being really excited 

and feeling like we were creating something 
special. It was our first album and we were 
just a bunch of teenagers having a blast. I 
remember our producer [Joey Sturgis] didn't 

drink and he didn't allow drinking in the 
studio. One night I came home drunk, Joey 
was asleep and I carried on drinking in the 
control room. I spilled a bottle of wine all over 
his recording equipment! I tried saying it was 
just some Sprite but the smell of shitty white 
wine gave me away. That record really set the 
bar for us, but it’s safe to say it had a lasting 
effect on my wallet!”
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#111
CRAIG OWENS LEAVES 
CHIODOS FOR D.R.U.G.S.
SEPTEMBER 24, 2009  

Cut adrift when Chiodos showed him the door, 
Craig Owens rebounded with post-hardcore 
supergroup D.R.U.G.S. (that’s ‘Destroy Rebuild 
Until God Shows’, FYI). Aided by John Feldmann 
they released one brilliant album, heroically 
resurrecting the palindrome with ‘Mr. Owl Ate 
My Metal Worm’ and ‘Laminated E.T. Animal’. 
Then Craig quit. Boohoo.

#112
FALL OUT BOY GO ON HIATUS
OCTOBER 04, 2009  

The pop-punk Gods are 
a fickle bunch. Less 
than a year on from 
Blink-182’s comeback, 
Fall Out Boy 
announced a hiatus; 
seemingly jaded and 
blighted by personal 
struggles. The internet 
was ablaze with rumours 
of a permanent break – 
though thankfully they just needed 
time to decompress and pursue other projects. 

Sick of Simon Cowell’s cash-guzzling X Factor 
contest dominating the charts’ annual race 
for the yuletide top spot, an enterprising 
couple started a rival campaign to make 
Rage Against The Machine’s ‘Killing In The 
Name’ Christmas number one. They defeated 
Joe McElderry (anyone?) with 500,000 
downloads, and RATM donated all profits  
to Shelter. 

#113
THE ALL-AMERICAN REJECTS
TYSON RITTER'S MYSTERY
ILLNESS
OCTOBER 05, 2009  

Riding high off the back of ‘When The World 
Comes Down’, The All American Rejects were 
hit with an unexpected setback. Frontman Tyson 
Ritter was left wheelchair-bound by emergency 
knee surgery, and while he gamely performed a 
couple of shows regardless, they were eventually 
forced to postpone remaining live dates. 

TYSON RITTER 
THE ALL-AMERICAN REJECTS 
“One minute I was fine, the next 
it’s like, ‘Hey, fuck you. Love, 
your leg’. I played in West Palm 

[Beach, Florida] in a leg brace but after that 
show, doctors wouldn’t let me leave without 
going to hospital. They told me if I’d waited 
12 hours, they’d have had to amputate my 
leg! They put me on medical grade heroin 
for five days. It was fucking nasty shit, and I 
was checking out of reality really hard. It felt 
like I’d been shit on from a great height but I 
was soon running around like a fucking sprite 
again. That was probably the most incredible, 
amazing and yet terrible year of my life, even 
if it did feel like someone was trying to shut 
my ass down when I fucked my leg up. I was 
testing the limits of the human body for a 
while there and it was like someone just said, 
‘Not any more you fucker’.”

JON MORTER  |  CAMPAIGN ORGANISER 
“I just couldn’t understand why 
nobody was trying to depose 
the X Factor chart procession 
at Christmas time. I’d been 

experimenting with social media for a while 
and really believed I could bring many people 
together. The rest of the story is history. Rage 
Against The Machine reformed, we broke a 
Guinness World Record for downloads in one 
week, we had the fastest growing Facebook 
group ever at the time (1. 6 million in four 
weeks), and the band played a free concert 
in London as a thank you. For me personally 

it changed everything. I’d been wanting to 
work in the music industry for years without 
any success, then suddenly it was a case of, 
‘We don’t need the key we’ll break in’. Five 
years later and I’m still travelling to festivals, 
universities and businesses to talk about the 
campaign. That’s very humbling for me. I still 
keep in touch with the band, and still get the 
odd random person in the street approach 
me saying, ‘I bought seven’ or ‘I downloaded 
it 12 times’. I always thank them for playing 
their part. Also, five years later, we’re still 
getting donations to Shelter. Currently, we 
have raised over £165,000.” 

#114
RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE
GET CHRISTMAS NUMBER ONE
DECEMBER 20, 2009  

During the band’s hiatus, 
frontman Patrick Stump 

wrote and co-wrote 
songs with several pop 
megastars, including 

Bruno Mars.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#115
THE REV 1981-2009
DECEMBER 28, 2009 

Sadly, 2009 was to conclude on 
a tragic note. A few days after 
Christmas, Jimmy ‘The Rev’ Sullivan 
passed away at home in Huntingdon 
Beach, aged 28. Revered for his 
drumming with Avenged Sevenfold, 
he was a unique and much-loved 
character, who left an indelible mark 
on the rock world. 
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#116
tHE WONDER YEARS RELEASE 
'tHE UPSIDES'
JANUARY 25, 2010

Giving pop-punk a shot in the arm, ‘The Upsides’ 
put Dan ‘The Artist Formerly Known As Soupy’ 
Campbell at the forefront of a new wave. His 
early twenties soul-searching and tales of strife 
resonated with a generation, inspiring countless 
imitators in the process. And the tunes, they 
would not quit. 

KYLE FASEL  |  REAL FRIENDS 
“‘The Upsides’ definitely helped 
the newer wave of pop-punk 
that started up around then. 
Personally, I wasn’t really into 

pop-punk at that time, but that record helped 
reintroduce me to the genre. I hadn’t really 
listened to much from that scene since earlier 
in high school. I feel like for kids younger than 
me it could have even been their first taste of 
pop-punk. As an album it was a real breath 
of fresh air, full of honesty and real, relatable 
themes. I found a lot to connect to on that 
album at the time.”  

#117
AUStIN CARLILE LEAVES OF 
MICE & MEN
APRIL 03, 2010

It’s not completely clear how Austin Carlile 
ended up quitting Of Mice & Men. After all, it 
was his project from the start, with a line-up 
that he’d hand-picked. Nevertheless, with Carlile 
out of action for heart surgery and clashing with 
the other members, Jerry Roush stepped into 
the breach.

#119
StUARt CABLE 1970-2010
JUNE 07, 2010

More sad news, as it emerged that former 
Stereophonics drummer Stuart Cable had 
passed away at the tragically young age of 
40. Alongside his work with the Welsh arena-
rockers, Stuart had performed as part of Killing 
For Company and Stone Gods, carving out a 
career as a DJ to boot. 

#120
tHE BIG FOUR PLAY ONStAGE
tOGEtHER
JUNE 22, 2010

Metal history was made in Sofia this month, 
as The Big Four of thrash – Metallica, Slayer, 
Megadeth and Anthrax – performed together 
for the first time. Putting egos and past rivalries 
aside, they ran through Diamond Head’s ‘Am I 
Evil’ as one sprawling supergroup. “This is fucking 
awesome,” enthused Kerry King. And it was.

#118
PAUL GRAY 1972-2010
MAY 24, 2010

A black day for family, friends and fans of Paul Gray, as news of his tragic passing began to 
spread. Immensely liked and respected, he had co-founded Slipknot back in 1995, and remained 
at the heart of the nine. Tributes poured in from around the world of rock and beyond.

450tHE APPROxIMAtE NUMBER OF 
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#121
AVENGED SEVENFOLD
RELEASE 'NIGHTMARE'
JULY 26, 2010  

A fitting tribute to the life and talents of Jimmy 
‘The Rev’ Sullivan, ‘Nightmare’ marked the start 
of a new chapter for Avenged Sevenfold. Darker 
and more diverse than anything they’d previously 
attempted, it ran the gamut from Metallica-
esque stadium bombast to heartfelt balladry, 
pulling in legions of new admirers. 

M. SHADOWS  |  AVENGED SEVENFOLD 
“‘Nightmare’ was obviously an 
incredibly difficult record for 
us. We were torn apart by grief 
at losing [The Rev], so it was a 

record that had so much riding on it, not just 
in terms of success but in terms of dealing 
with our own emotions. Everything we did at 
that time was on a day-by-day basis. If we 
didn’t want to do something, we wouldn’t. It 
was all about today – tomorrow wasn’t even 
in our thoughts. We had to learn to function 
without our best friend, but in the end the 
record was a huge success, one which rebuilt 
us as people. It made us believe in ourselves 
not only as musicians but as human beings. I 
think The Rev would have been proud.”

#122
MUSE HEADLINE WEMBLEY
STADIUM...TWICE!
SEPTEMBER 10 & 12, 2010  

Not content with becoming the first band to 
sell out a shiny new Wembley Stadium in 2007, 
Muse laid on another supermassive spectacle for 
two consecutive nights. They threw everything 
from ‘life size’ UFO flyovers to keytar solos at the 
packed out enormodome, climaxing with an epic 
‘Knights Of Cydonia’.

#123
ARCHITECTS HEADLINE
THE FIRST ROCK SOUND 
TOUR
SEPTEMBER 30, 2010  

How’s this for a line-up? Alongside headliners 
Architects, the inaugural Rock Sound Tour sent 
Norma Jean, Devil Sold His Soul and Lower Than 
Atlantis crashing around the UK, with venues 
packed to the rafters. Sam Carter and Co. are 
still raving about that Koko performance, and 
rightly so. 

#125
THE FARRO BROTHERS
LEAVE PARAMORE
DECEMBER 21, 2010  

Six years after co-founding Paramore 
with Hayley Williams, Zac and 
Josh Farro quit under acrimonious 
circumstances. In a joint statement, 
Josh dismissed the band as the 
“manufactured product of a major 
label, riding on the coattails of Hayley’s 
dream,” claiming that friendship within 
the band “was no longer existent”. 
Ouch!

Josh recently unveiled a 
new band, simply called 

Farro, and released a video 
for the project’s debut 
single ‘Color Rush’ on 

YouTube. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

6,000 
THE APPROxIMATE NUMBER OF 
YOU WHO CAME OUT AND MADE 

OUR FIRST TOUR A ROARING 
SUCCESS. KISSES TO ALL OF YOU!

STAT ATTACK!

#124
SYSTEM  OF A DOWN REFORM
NOVEMBER 29, 2010  

Combining righteous fury and a lot of insanity 
with a wild, creative abandon, System Of A 
Down became one of the world’s biggest bands 
on their own terms, before promptly imploding. 
Thankfully, the Armenian-American titans 
eventually patched things up, announcing a 
string of festival appearances. Now, about that 
new album, gents… 
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#126
RONNIE RADKE IS RELEASED
FROM PRISON
DECEMBER 13, 2010  

It’s been a long, hard road to redemption for 
Ronnie Radke. Addiction, incarceration and endless 
controversy haven’t been able to keep the Falling 
In Reverse mastermind down, and his release from 
prison represented the start of a new era. He’s 
since tackled his demons head on, taking back the 
spotlight. 

#128
LETLIVE. DESTROY THE 
OLD BLUE LAST
FEBRUARY 28, 2011  

Chaos doesn’t cover it. Sweat dripping 
from walls, punters hanging from 
the ceiling, stage invasions every five 
seconds; this was a punk rock show 
of legendary proportions, with Jason 
Aalon Butler right at the centre. One of 
the greatest live bands of a generation, 
in a tiny London venue? Unforgettable.

#129
DANNY WORSNOP'S 
SEATTLE INCIDENT
MARCH 29, 2011  

Hitting rock bottom in public is pretty harsh, but 
that’s exactly what happened to Danny Worsnop. 
Taking to the stage in Seattle, the then-Asking 
Alexandria frontman was a stumbling, inebriated 
mess, provoking audience chants of, ‘Piece 
of shit!’. “[It] made me realise that I have a 
problem,” he later admitted. 

#127
jONNY CRAIg'S gET RICH
qUICK SCAM BACKFIRES
FEBRUARY 21, 2011

Born from a combination of hard drugs and 
terrible judgement, Jonny Craig’s MacBook scam 
was a low point. Numerous fans accused 
the then-Emarosa frontman of accepting money 
for laptops that he had no intention of delivering. 
Despite initial denials, after a stint in rehab, 
Craig issued refunds and an apology. 

RONNIE RADKE  |  FALLING IN REVERSE 
“When I first got out of prison I was a very nervous person. It took me a 
long time to adjust to being back in the real world again. Eating food was 
like an orgasm in my mouth, and I was forever leaving taps on in my house, 
because in prison the taps turn themselves off automatically. It was weird 

because it seemed like I’d become more famous in prison than I had out of it. I’d go to 
the mall and people would be taking pictures of me, like they were the paparazzi or 
something. It was a really strange experience, but at the same time it made me realise 
very quickly that people were still interested, and that they still cared.”

#130
LETLIVE. RE-RELEASE 'FAKE HISTORY' 
THROUgH EPITAPH
APRIL 11, 2011

Once heard, ‘Fake History’ cannot be forgotten – a fearless, violently 
emotional triumph, bristling with rage and defiance. Drawing on the legacies 
of Glassjaw, Refused and At The Drive-In, letlive. forged a new milestone in 
the evolution of post-hardcore, leaving rock fans across the planet punch-
drunk, but feeling fired and inspired.  
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#131
SLEEPING WITH SIRENS
RELEASE 'LET'S CHEERS
TO THIS'
may 09, 2011

Though it’s difficult to imagine now, Sleeping 
With Sirens were once just another band, 
desperate to escape their increasingly 
overcrowded scene. ‘Let’s Cheers To This’ was a 
ticket to greater things – dynamic and gloriously 
bold, while bringing Kellin Quinn’s singular 
talents into focus. This was the beginning of  
a phenomenon. 

40,418,112
THE NumbER Of vIEWS THE 

vIDEO fOR 'If YOu CAN'T HANG', 
HAD RECEIvED ON YOuTubE AT 

THE TImE Of PRINT.  
fORTY. mILLION. 
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#133
ALL TImE LOW RELEASE
'DIRTY WORK'
June 06, 2011

‘I Feel Like Dancin’, anyone? Dividing fans across 
the board, All Time Low served up an album 
of pop-punk without the, er, punk; flirting with 
disposable party tunes, while dragging an army 
of producers and co-writers along for the ride. 
A mixed bag, then, but ‘Time-Bomb’ sounded 
undeniably fucking huge. 

ALEX GASKARTH  |  ALL TIME LOW 
“In hindsight, we lost track of 
ourselves. There will always be 
people who try to fuck up our 
vision. We don’t need any of 
those people around us and this 

band has always existed without them, but 
because we didn’t have the ego to say no, 
anytime someone gave us advice [on ‘Dirty 
Work’] we were always willing to listen. As we 
got older we wised up to the fact that some 
people are full of shit, but it definitely hurt. 
The major label was obviously not the caring 
place we thought we were joining. We were 
marketed as a new band when we clearly 
weren’t and that hurt. Watching stuff like that 
unfold before our eyes was frustrating. We 
worked for them, and I don’t feel like we got a 
lot in return.”

#134
AuSTIN CARLILE RETuRNS 
TO Of mICE & mEN, 
RELEASE 'THE fLOOD'
June 13, 2011

Adding another twist to OM&M’s ongoing membership 
saga, Austin Carlile was welcomed back into the ranks. Jerry 
Roush got the boot, and the band (bolstered by guitarist Alan 
Ashby) emerged with a phenomenal second album, ‘The 
Flood’, establishing them as one of the most exciting forces in 
metalcore. Again.

WADE MACNEIL  |  GALLOWS 
“Joining Gallows wasn’t something that scared me – it was something that excited 
me. Obviously there was a lot of scrutiny because of both their past and my own, 
but that never bothered me. I was already such a fan of the band that I didn’t 
want to change anything. I went in there and went, ‘Let’s make a fucking Gallows 

record’. Instantly we all felt really positive about what we were doing, and I think we made a 
really, really great record together right out of the gates. There was instant camaraderie – we 
were like a gang. I don’t know that that closeness will ever go away.”

#135
GALLOWS REPLACE fRANK CARTER WITH WADE mACNEIL
JuLy 23, 2011

You could never accuse Gallows of playing safe. After dropping one of the bleakest major label 
releases of all time, ‘Grey Britain’, the Watford punks reached an impasse. Unable to agree on a 
direction for their third album, they parted ways with frontman Frank Carter after a show in London 
on this day, and enlisted Alexisonfire’s Wade MacNeil days later. 

#132
bLACK vEIL bRIDES GRACE
THEIR fIRST EvER
ROCK SOuND COvER
may 25, 2011

One of the most controversial issues we’ve 
ever run, Andy Biersack’s first appearance on 
the cover launched a war of words. The voice 
of a generation or a charlatan in makeup? 
The battle lines were drawn here, though 
BVB have won plenty of hearts and minds in 
the ensuing years.   
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#138
PUKKELPOP 2011 DISASTER
AUGUST 18, 2011

Horrible news surfaced from Belgium’s 
Pukkelpop festival, as an enormous, freak 
storm ravaged the site. As entire concert tents, 
stages and lighting rigs began to collapse, many 
festivalgoers were injured, and five people 
tragically lost their lives. “Pukkelpop is in deep 
mourning”, stated organiser Chokri Mahassine, 
in a subsequent statement. 

#139
MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE
DRUMMER CAUGHT RED-HANDED
SEPTEMBER 02, 2011

After landing a gig with My Chemical Romance, former 
The Bled drummer Michael Pedicone was allegedly 
caught stealing from the band at a show in Washington 
and sacked on the spot. Describing themselves as 
“heartbroken and sick to our stomachs”, the group’s 
official statement emphasised their desire to move on. 

#140
SKRILLEX LANDS ON THE
COVER OF ROCK SOUND
OCTOBER 11, 2011

When we put one of the most polarising 
figures in modern music on our cover, 
some folks weren’t best pleased. But the 
dark lord of dubstep and former From 
First To Last frontman always had one 
foot in the rock world. Besides, he’s not 
done too badly for himself since… 

DANIEL P. CARTER 
RADIO ONE ROCK SHOW PRESENTER 
“When I was first asked [to lead the 
tribute], I had to think about it. It 
was a terrifying prospect, a massive 

responsibility and at the same time I was 
honoured. I didn’t want to fuck it up. I spent the 
whole morning and early afternoon pacing about. 
I was worried that people wouldn’t know what 
was happening, would be rowdy or just wouldn’t 
show respect and I was trying to think what to 
do if that happened. About an hour before, I was 
told to stand down, as Corey was going to do it. I 
won’t lie, I selfishly felt a huge relief and relaxed. 
I may have overcooked it somewhat though, as 
about 20 minutes before it was due to happen, 
I was stood on the side of the stage watching 
Mastodon, when a friend ran up to me shouting 
that people had been calling me. Corey had 
decided he couldn’t do it and asked if I would. 
Instant fear. Pure anxiety! 
 

I rushed over to the second stage and arrived 
to see Paul’s overalls, mask and bass on a stand 
behind the stage and my stomach dropped. It 
got carried onstage and placed front and centre. I 
walked out, said a few words and walked back to 
the monitor desk. I remember seeing the Slipknot 
family there. Corey and Shawn were supporting 
each other. People were in tears. It was heavy, 
then a silence fell across the entire festival site.  
It made me so proud to be a part of that 
community. Nothing but respect. People had 
horns up while staring at his things – so powerful. 
It felt like way longer than two minutes; just the 
silence, then the stage manager handed me a mic 
and I walked out and said, ‘Thank you’. The whole 
place erupted and it sounded so deafening after 
the quiet. People were chanting Paul’s name. It 
was beautiful – an incredible tribute. I watched it 
back on YouTube a while after it happened and it 
blew my mind. It was an honour to have  
been involved.”

BEN PATASHNIK 
FORMER ROCK SOUND EDITOR 
 “I was four-drinks drunk 
when I decided to grow 

some balls and put Skril on the cover. 
It’s probably the only decision I’ve 
ever made when 4DD that I haven’t 
regretted. Long story short, I persuaded 
Sonny to do it while he was at a pool 
party in Ibiza on a boat, because he 
hated press. Luckily I had Andy Kelham 
in my arsenal, writer extraordinare and  

Sonny’s long-time mate, who wanted 
nothing more than to just tell his story 
and who eventually wrote a masterful 
article. Then, we had a world of fuck-
ups with the photos and were saved 
at the last minute by the wonderful 
Harper Smith in New York. Absolute 
fucking nightmare, mate. The insane 
stress involved in producing this issue 
evaporated the moment I saw the front 
cover Big Al Cook designed. I still think 
it’s cool as fuck, and I’m immensely 
proud of it.”

#136
TWO MINUTE SILENCE HONOURS PAUL GRAY AT SONISPHERE 
JUly 10, 2011

In a display of respect and collective grief, Sonisphere Festival held a two-minute silence for Paul Gray – 
an incredibly moving event, hailed by Corey Taylor as, “One of the most beautiful things I’ve ever seen”. 
Slipknot also honored their fallen brother’s memory later in the day, tearing up the Apollo stage.     

One of the main reasons Todd was arrested 
following the robbery was because he hailed 
a taxi and instructed the driver to take him to 

the arena where the band were performing that 
night. Sigh...

DID YOU KNOW?

#137
COHEED AND CAMBRIA SACK
MIC TODD
AUGUST 05, 2011

Coheed And Cambria parted ways with bass 
player Mic Todd, one month on from his arrest 
for armed robbery. Todd had been caught holding 
up a pharmacy just prior to the band’s concert in 
Mansfield, Massachusetts, while struggling with 
substance abuse issues. His departure was billed 
as a mutual decision. 
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33,000
The number of copies that ‘Lulu’ is rumoured 

to have have sold to date.  
It has to be nonsense. Right?!     

STAT ATTACK!

#141
METALLICA AND LOU REED 
RELEASE 'LULU'
OCTOBER 31, 2011

This was an odd one. A 
collaboration between the world’s 
biggest metal band and mercurial 
visionary Lou Reed (he of The 
Velvet Underground infamy), ‘Lulu’ 

was inspired by the plays of Frank Wedekind and, 
well, it was balls. Though at least, in ‘I Am The 
Table’, it provided some inadvertent chuckles…

#143
kILLSwITCh ENgAgE 
REpLACE hOwARD jONES 
wITh jESSE LEACh
FEBRuaRy 06, 2012

It was switcheroo time in the Killswitch camp, as 
original vocalist Jesse Leach returned to the fold. 
With Howard Jones addressing some personal 
issues, Jesse reclaimed the mic after a decade-
long absence, resuming a partnership that had 
helped to define melodic metalcore. “Things have 
come full circle,” the band commented. 

#144
ThE kINg bLUES SpLIT Up
apRil 03, 2012

Citing a refusal to “go through the motions 
like so many other artists”, The King Blues 
brought their folk-punk odyssey to an end. 
Irreverent, incendiary and genuinely unique, 
Itch’s crew were responsible for some of 
the most memorable protest songs in a 
generation. Ukuleles would never be the 
same again. 

#142
REFUSED RESSURECTED
januaRy 09, 2012

They were fucking dead, but you can’t keep a 
great band down. First time around, Refused 
never got much credit for ‘The Shape Of Punk 
To Come’ before splitting – worn down by inner-
band conflicts and disastrous tours. But the 
unexpected return of post-hardcore’s greatest 
revolutionaries was a big deal indeed. 

ITCH | THe KING BLUeS 
“There were times 
towards the end 
when I argued with 
the whole band, 

and there were times when I 
was very difficult to deal with. 
I felt like everyone was out for 
themselves – I tried my best to 
involve everybody as much as 
I could in everything that was 

going on,which isn’t easy with 
six people. I felt unsupported. 
Everyone had drifted off and 
got a bit too comfortable and 
complacent, to the point where 
it wasn’t fun anymore. I was like, 
‘Who the fuck am I? What the 
fuck am I doing?’. I couldn’t live 
up to expectations and be what 
other people wanted me to be.”

MARK PALMeR 
eX-ROADRUNNeR ReCORDS UK M.D. 
“One of the things that Roadrunner 
did which I don’t think will be 
easily matched in rock and metal 
music was to take bands and build 
them from the ground up. We 
developed so many bands – Fear 
Factory, Type O Negative, Machine 
Head, Slipknot, Nickelback – and 
turned them into stars. We had 
bands like Trivium selling 100,000 
records in the UK alone less than 
10 years ago. There was a real 
family vibe – Roadrunner bred such 
loyalty in its staff and we were all 
emotionally invested in it, and that 
in turn drove the company forward. 
It’s only now that I can look back 
and see how amazing some of the 
things that we did were, and I feel 
very privileged to have been a part 
of an incredible label.”

#145
ROADRUNNER
RECORDS 
(SORT OF)
CLOSES ITS DOORS
apRil 26, 2012

‘Twas sad news for metal fans 
when Roadrunner Records 
parted ways with founder and 
CEO, Cees Wessels. Along 
with the departure of American 
mastermind and company 
talisman Monte Connor, the 
label shut down their UK, 
Netherlands and Canadian 
offices. It was the end of an era, 
though a streamlined version 
of the label still operates as a 
subsidiary of Warner Bros.
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#148
ANDY BIERSACK MOONS
DOWNLOAD
JUNE 09, 2012

Tough day at the office? Opening up the 
mainstage on day two of Download, Black Veil 
Brides met with a sea of hungover Metallica 
fans – and an inevitable piss-bottle barrage soon 
ensued. As you can see, Biersack rolled with 
the punches and presented his arse as a target, 
before nailing the set regardless.

#146
LAURA JANE GRACE
MAY 08, 2012

In an interview with Rolling Stone magazine, 
Against Me! founder Laura Jane Grace revealed 
a lifelong struggle with gender dysphoria, and 
her intention to live as a woman. Hailed for 
her courage in speaking openly about these 
experiences, she would later go on to pen the 
incredible ‘Transgender Dysphoria Blues’ album. 
Laura, we salute you.

#147
PIERCE THE VEIL HOOK UP
WITH KELLIN QUINN, RELEASE
'KING FOR A DAY'
JUNE 05, 2012

There’s nothing wrong with a little friendly 
competition, as Pierce The Veil and Kellin Quinn 
demonstrated here. With two of the most 
accomplished frontmen in rock going head to 
head, ‘King For A Day’ was a soaring, vocal 
masterclass. And in the long run, competition or 
none, everybody won. Seriously, that chorus… 

The album was the band’s first release via Fearless 
Records, having released their previous two albums 

through independent label Equal Vision. 

DID YOU KNOW?

#149
PIERCE THE VEIL RELEASE
'COLLIDE WITH THE SKY'
JULY 17, 2012

In the wake of 2010’s ‘Selfish Machines’, PTV 
were well on their way to becoming a really, 
really, ridiculously good band. But ‘Collide With 
The Sky’ blew expectations out of the water, 
driven by Vic Fuentes’ incredible vocal range 
and bona fide anthems like ‘Bulls In The Bronx’. 
Greatness beckoned.

FRANK TURNER 
“The Olympics opening 
ceremony was a very strange, 
peculiar situation to say the 
least. I don’t think there’s any 

doubt that it’s the most prestigious thing I’ll 
do in my life. I got a call from [director] Danny 
Boyle’s people asking me to a meeting, but 
it was all very hush-hush. The meeting was 
straight after a festival, so I was hung over, 
fantasising about a bacon sandwich. They 
showed me a computer-generated montage 
of the ceremony with footage of me ripped 
from YouTube, so it was like it was already 
happening. It was like the decision had been 
made for me, but in all honesty I couldn’t 
have turned it down anyway. It would’ve been 
completely unforgivable.”

#150
FRANK TURNER PLAYS THE
OLYMPICS OPENING 
CEREMONY
JULY 27, 2012

Having played pretty much everywhere 
else on Earth, Frank popped up, trusty 
acoustic in hand, at the London 2012 
Opening Ceremony. And his three-song 
performance – backed by his band The 
Sleeping Souls – was witnessed by around 
25 million people worldwide. Not too 
shabby for a so-called “skinny, half-arsed 
country singer”, eh?

CliCk 
here to see 

our full gallery 
from that 

 BVB set

http://www.rocksound.tv/photos/view/download-2012-live-and-loud-black-veil-brides


[62] rocksound.tv

#151
BARONESS BUS CRASH
August 15, 2012

Members of Georgian metallers Baroness were left seriously injured while on tour in the UK, when their 
coach fell 30ft from a viaduct near Bath amid poor weather conditions. Amazingly, frontman John Baizley 
suffered a crushed left arm and broken leg, but fully recovered and still tours to this day.

JOHN BAIZLEY  |  BARONESS 
“In the emergency room, bones 
were sticking out of my arm, there 
was blood and glass everywhere 
and I was talking to my wife 
on the phone, oblivious to the 

weight of what was going on. It’s difficult to 
calculate the psychological trauma, but it’s 
left an indelible mark. Each time I recount our 
accident, it has helped me move forward and 
deal with the mental detritus, but it would 
horrify me to imagine going through that 
without my family, friends and fans. Feeling 
that sentiment helped. That was a game 
changer for me. My indebtedness to everyone 
is incalculable. I was given a very real 
reminder that we are made of meat and bone. 
Bones can be broken and meat can be torn 
and if that’s what we’re made of, then we’re 
fragile. In many ways it was miraculous.” 

SAM McTRUSTY  |  TWIN ATLANTIC 
“Even today, this is still one of 
the strangest things to talk about 
in relation to the band. We felt 
quite separate from the whole 

experience as it was just so surreal to watch a 
man jump from space, knowing that millions 
upon millions were watching worldwide. Never 
mind throwing into the mix that as soon as the 
news feed realised he was okay I heard my own 
voice singing back to me on Canadian news. 
It’s still a very flattering thing to have been 
associated with and I’m quite proud that Felix 
chose the song based on its lyrical content.”  

KEVIN LYMAN  |  WARPED TOUR ORGANISER 
“When we first took Warped 
overseas I was doing everything 
myself and it became too 
much. Then Mark Walker from 
Kilimanjaro contacted me and 

it has been a great partnership. Until meeting 
Mark I didn’t feel confident bringing it back. I 
was always worried that we wouldn’t be giving 
the kids a true experience, but Ally Pally is the 
perfect place. When we took the year off after 
2013, it was the smart thing to do but maybe 
not the emotional thing to do. It was a rare time 
where I looked at things like an adult and knew 
that it would be okay; that we would be able to 
come back in the future, which we are.”

#152
GREEN DAY'S SECRET
READING SET
August 25, 2012

The excitement! The buzz! That ‘wow it’s Green 
Day in a tent’ feeling! It was a big tent, but this 
was Green Day in a tent. At 11am. Billie Joe 
Armstrong described it as the “worst kept secret 
ever”, but those lucky enough to be in on it 
weren’t complaining. And yes, we were there.  
IN YOUR FACE!

#154
MITCH LUCKER 1984 – 2012
November 01, 2012

The music world was shocked and devastated 
by the tragic passing of the Suicide Silence 
frontman following a motorcycle accident 
near his home in Huntington Beach, California. 
Tributes poured in for the 28-year-old from all 
quarters, a testament to his influence and the 
depth of feeling caused by his loss.

#155
WARPED RETURNS TO THE UK
November 10 - 11, 2012

It may have taken its sweet time (14 years) but 
when Vans Warped Tour finally made its return 
to UK soil, it proved well worth the wait. For two 
days in November, Alexandra Palace didn’t know 
what hit it as bands like Bring Me The Horizon 
did their thing. Glorious.

 
A band source was so worried by the potential 

riots caused by the set that rumours were 
intentionally circulated saying that the 

performance had been cancelled in an attempt 
to control numbers.

DID YOU KNOW?

#153
TWIN ATLANTIC SOUNDTRACK
A SPACE JUMP
october 14, 2012

When Felix Baumgartner dropped from space to 
Earth (sure, we’ve all been there), he did so to 
the sweet soundtrack of these tuneful Scottish 
scamps while millions of people around the 
world watched on and wondered, ‘Who are 
these tuneful Scottish scamps soundtracking this 
space jump?’ Fair play, lads. That’s first class.

CliCk 
here 

FOr MOre 
PhOTOS
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JOSH FRANCESCHI  |  YOU ME AT SIX 
“You Me At Six getting a 
Number One record with 
‘Cavalier Youth’ was a big 
moment for us, if not the 

biggest of all. It felt like the start of 
something incredible for the cycle and 
for the band in general. It was a chance 
for celebration, both for us and for our 
fans, because it’s a testament to them 
and their support that we can say, ‘We 
were Number One’. No matter what else 
happens, that will be something that no 
one can ever take away from us.”

#156
ISSUES DROP
'BLACK DIAMONDS'
November 12, 2012

What do you get when you take the bolshie 
breakdowns and muscle of nu metal and add 
in some fresh R&B grooves with a singer who 
sounds like a pop star? You get this LA lot’s 
debut EP, which got us all knicker-twisted about 
the apparent nostalgia-fuelled future of metal. 

#157
YMAS PWN THE FINAL NIGHT OF SIN
DeCember 08, 2012

A sold out Wembley Arena singing along with every word, CO2 cannon blasts, hit after hit and 
an overwhelming sense of pride at one of our own up on that huge stage, bossing it. Just rewards, 
against all odds and two fingers up to everyone who ever doubted them. Bosh.

#158
ENDING IS THE
BEGINNING:
THE MITCH LUCKER 
MEMORIAL SHOW
DeCember 21, 2012

A fitting tribute to the memory and legacy of the 
late Suicide Silence singer, which saw friends and 
fellow musicians including Danny Worsnop and 
Max Cavalera come together at the Fox Theater 
in Pomona, California to perform with the band, 
lend their vocal talents in his honour, and help 
raise funds for Mitch’s daughter, Kenadee.

18THE NUMBER OF GUEST 
vOCALISTS WHO 
APPEARED ALONGSIDE 
MITCH'S BANDMATES 

THAT NIGHT. THAT'S A LOT OF LOvE, 
RIGHT THERE.

STAT ATTACK!

#159
ALEXISONFIRE SAY BYE BYE… FOR A BIT
DeCember 30, 2012

Celebrating 10 years across four continents with 15 farewell shows, the Canadian screamo kings left a 
trail of broken hearts and countless tears behind them. Mainly because back then we believed we’d never 
get the chance to see and hear them perform those songs live again. Luckily, we were wrong…

#160
YMAS START WORK ON
'CAvALIER YOUTH'
February 02, 2013

With Wembley now 
conquered, YMAS began 
work on ‘Cavalier Youth’, 
which would be released a 
year later. The album hit 
top spot on the UK album 
charts upon eventual 
release – no small feat, 

considering the record leaked online the week 
before. Boys, you done good.

CliCk 
here FOr  

lOADS MOre 
PhOTOS FrOM The 

FiNAl NiGhT 
OF SiN

CliCk 
here TO See 

MOre PhOTOS OF 
AlexiSONFire’S 

STuNNiNG 
FArewell

http://www.rocksound.tv/photos/view/liveand-loud-with-you-me-at-six-on-the-final-night-of-sin
http://www.rocksound.tv/photos/view/live-loud-alexisonfire
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#161
RANDY BLYTHE's
TRIAL BEGINs
FEBRUARY 04, 2013

The Lamb Of God frontman travelled to the 
Czech Republic to contest manslaughter charges 
levelled against him in relation to the fatal injury 
of 19-year-old fan Daniel Nosek at the band’s 
show in Prague in 2010. Randy pleaded “not 
guilty” and was eventually acquitted of criminal 
liability a month later.

#162
FALL OUT BOY RETURN;
'sAVE ROCK AND ROLL'
FEBRUARY 04, 2013

‘Wait, what? That’s a photo of Fall Out 
Boy, around a bonfire, burning copies 
of their back catalogue! What about 
the “hiatus”?’ With one sudden splurge 
of info on the band’s official website – 
new songs, new sound, new shows – 
everyone’s favourite Chicagoans sprung 
back into action, with a hella bang. 

PETE WENTZ  |  FALL OUT BOY 
“For a number of years, I 
honestly thought that I would 
never be fully happy and free 
again. That fact made me want 

to try to hang on to whatever joy I could find 
in whatever aspects I could find it in. I truly 
thought that Fall Out Boy and my life were 
set up as well as they could be, and that 
beyond them was nothing but blackness in 
the wilderness. Coming out the other side 
and figuring out a new life, I can’t believe we 
let things get so bad. When we made the 
decision to get back together, we said that 
we were going to try doing this band another 
way and see what’s possible when we are in 
Fall Out Boy because we want to be in it, not 
because we’re scared to be without it. So far 
it’s working on a level I didn’t even think was 
possible, and I really hope that’s not going to 
change for a long time.”#163

MACHINE HEAD "PART WAYs"
WITH ADAM DUCE
FEBRUARY 22, 2013

In surprise news, an official statement on the 
Machine Head Twitter account announced an 
apparently “amicable split” with their founding 
member and bassist. A week later, Robb Flynn 
confirmed that Duce had in fact been fired. And 
that was, er, that...

#164
GREEN DAY's BILLIE jOE
OPENs UP ABOUT ADDICTIONs
FEBRUARY 26, 2013

Following one almighty onstage meltdown 
in Las Vegas the previous September, Billie 
Joe Armstrong revealed to Rolling Stone 
magazine that he had been battling alcohol and 
prescription drug abuse for years, the recovery 
from which had hijacked Green Day’s promotion 
of their ‘¡Uno!’, ‘¡Dos!’ and ‘¡Tre!’ album trilogy.

#165
MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE CALL IT QUITs
MARCH 22, 2013

“Like all great things, it has come time for it to end,” read the official statement and with that, the book 
closed on one of the greatest bands of our lifetime. A dark day somehow surpassed 48 hours later when 
Gerard Way posted an extended statement on Twitter. Tears, everywhere…

#166
jEFF HANNEMAN 1964-2013
MAY 02, 2013

The legendary Slayer guitarist was responsible for penning 
some of the band’s biggest tunes – ‘Raining Blood’, ‘Angel 
Of Death’ and ‘War Ensemble’ to name just a few. Sadly, 
Jeff succumbed to liver failure, following a series of health 
problems which had sidelined him from action with the 
thrash masters.

1 The number of original Machine Head 
members remaining in the band following 
Duce’s departure. You win, Robb Flynn.

STAT ATTACK!
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#169
TIM LAMBESIS BEWILDERS THE WORLD
MAY 07, 2013

Remember when As I Lay Dying frontman Tim Lambesis was arrested in 
Oceanside, California for “solicitation of another to commit murder”, that 
“another” being an undercover detective and the target being his estranged 
wife? Yep, this one was weird, and Lambesis is currently serving a six year 
sentence for it. Not his finest moment.

#170
BIFFY CLYRO SMASH READING & LEEDS
AUGUST 24 & 26, 2013

The culmination of over 15 years of hard graft, the Scottish trio played the 
shows of their lives and cemented their place at the pinnacle of British rock 
with one of Reading & Leeds’ greatest ever headline performances. Simon 
Neil, on his knees, guitar in flames – stunning, stirring and iconic…

In the days following 
its release, ‘Alone’ 
became the most 

streamed song in the 
whole of the United 

Kingdom. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

OLI SYKES  |  BRING ME THE HORIZON 
“Looking back [to before we released ‘Sempiternal’], I was 
a completely different person to who I am now. I used the 
band [and the record] as a way to sort my life out, and I 
used the songs as a way to help sort myself out. I used the 

album to focus myself, and now the band is better than anything I used to 
do to myself. I put everything I had into the record and hoped for the best, 
and it paid off. It was a really spiritual feeling.”

GUS WOOD  |  YOUNG GUNS 
“It felt like the logical result of ten years’ work, a real event. 
They’d done all these tiny shows, slowly building things up in 
an organic way. Before the set they played ‘We Are Family’ 
over the PA, and the entire audience, maybe 80,000 people, 

were singing. Everyone was in for this collective experience, and then Biffy 
came on, and played the best live set I’ve ever seen. It resonated with me 
personally because we know them a little, and it was amazing to see them 
achieve something so grand. They deserved to be there – they belonged. I 
got quite emotional about it, overwhelmed even. They were that good. In 
some ways it must have been like seeing Nirvana at Reading – at the height 
of their powers. I’m glad to have been a part of that night.”

#167
BRING ME THE HORIZON
AIM FOR THE STARS WITH 'SEMPITERNAL'
April 01, 2013

Put simply, ‘Sempiternal’ confirmed the Sheffield five-piece as kings of the 
British alternative scene. With newly installed electronics and effects whiz 
Jordan Fish adding a whole other dimension to their tried and true attack of 
melody and metal, this record catapulted the band to the big time.  
And. Then. Some. 

#168
FALLING IN REVERSE UNLEASH THAT VIDEO
MAY 07, 2013

Featuring Ronnie Radke jumping from a Ferrari on an airport runway, 
wearing an electric blue suit, and rapping about “Gucci sneaks”, the 
video for ‘Alone’ provided the world with the quintessential, modern-
day rock star moment. Ten million plus views and just as many dropped 
jaws later, it’s still totally badass.

CliCk 
here to see 

more photos of 
Biffy’s jawdropping 

reading festival 
headline slot
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#171
TONIGHT ALIVE BREAK 
ON THROUGH TO 
'THE OTHER SIDE'
SEPTEMBER 02, 2013

A huge record, not only for the unlucky-in-love 
catharsis it offered vocalist Jenna McDougall, 
but also for the Aussie five-piece as a unit, 
establishing them as a force to be reckoned 
with across the globe. Thanks in no small part 
to the exhausting and exhaustive touring that 
supported its release...

#172
A DAY TO REMEMBER 
GO IT ALONE ON 
'COMMON COURTESY' 
OcTOBER 08, 2013

Self-released for digital download amidst a 
troublesome legal battle with their record 
label Victory, the Ocala five-piece’s fifth 
effort saw them take the power back and 
put the music out on their own terms. A 
massive win in more ways than one, as the 
band became more popular than ever.

JEREMY MCKINNON  |  A DAY TO REMEMBER 
“There was always hope 
we could release ‘Common 
Courtesy’, but at the same time, 
there was at least 60 per cent of 
me that was like, ‘This is a reality 

that this could all be over very soon’, If we 
had lost that lawsuit, that would have been 
a fatal blow for us. The only thing we cared 
about was putting the album out for our fans. 
I actually think the whole experience was 
one of the best things that could have ever 
happened to us. We were completely out of 
the spotlight, people were moving on and 
then those crazy few weeks happened where 
we got to finally tell our story and people 
were like, ‘This is fucking awesome that they 
did this’. Yeah, it was really stressful and we 
had no idea if we were gonna be a band or 
not in a few years, but it worked out.”

RONNIE RADKE  |  FALLING IN REVERSE 
“I have a daughter and that 
changed my perspective on 
everything. It’s exhausting trying 
to keep up that level of hatred for 
somebody for so long. So I emailed 

Craig and apologised for all the stuff I had said 
about him, because I was wrong. I said to Craig, 

‘I want to tour with you’ and he said, ‘I never 
thought you would ask’. When we eventually 
played the Bury The Hatchet shows together, it 
was awesome. I’d never been happier in my life. 
And there’s nothing better than proving all the 
haters wrong by coming out and playing sold-
out shows. That was one of the best feelings in 
the world.”

#173
SLIPKNOT – JOEY = SADNESS 
DEcEMBER 12, 2013

Citing “personal reasons”, Slipknot announced that after 18 years together 
drummer Joey Jordison would no longer be part of the band. Jordison then took 
to Facebook to say he was actually fired. The whole sorry mess left our teenage 
dreams in tatters and made us do a massive sadface.

#174
NECK DEEP RELEASE
'WISHFUL THINKING'
JanuaRy 13, 2014

Oh, NBD, just the greatest UK 
pop-punk record of all time. 
It’s almost hard to imagine 
now, but the Wrexham 
champs were just pups 
with a glint in their eye 
before this. Now look 
at ‘em, hanging out at 
Wembley, working with 
Jeremy McKinnon and 
being total Warped  
Tour dons.

#175
RONNIE 4 CRAIG
JanuaRy 15, 2014

A nasty feud that stretched back to 2008 finally 
came to an end as Ronnie Radke and Craig 
Mabbitt kissed and made up, joining forces to 
tour the US with their bands Falling In Reverse 
and Escape The Fate under the Bury The Hatchet 
banner. Awww, what a happy ending!  

The band kicked off the 
album’s touring cycle at 
London’s 200-capacity 

Barfly venue, and ended it 
at Wembley Arena just 
14 months later. Yeah, 
alright, stop showing 

off, lads. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

[66] rocksound.tv



rocksound.tv [67] 

CliCk 
here to 

watCh the superb, 
ridiCulous video for 

‘institutionalized’

#179
ICE-T FORGETS
HIS EMAIL PASSWORD
June 09, 2014

Never a man to just bung out an album without doing something a little 
different, Ice-T and Body Count’s ‘Manslaughter’ included a brilliant 
update of Suicidal Tendencies’ surly classic ‘Institutionalized’. The results 
were hilarious, and also pretty damn great. Lyrics about vegans, Xbox and 
forgotten passwords had everyone in stitches. Well, us anyway.

#176
NO DEVOTION EMERGE FROM THE ASHES
OF LOSTPROPHETS
May 01, 2014

After 18 months in the shadows, Lee Gaze, Jamie Oliver, Mike Lewis, Stuart 
Richardson and Luke ‘Jocko’ Johnson joined former Thursday man Geoff 
Rickly in No Devotion. One of the most heartwarming moments in recent 
history and proof that music can even help those in the darkest of places.

#177
GERARD WAY SIGNS SOLO DEAL
May 06, 2014

He was never going to see out his years without music, was 
he? 14 months after the heartbreaking split of My Chemical 
Romance, frontman Gerard Way was back with a solo project 
that showed that while there was life after MCR. It properly 
hit home that they were actually finished, though.

GERARD WAY 
“I feel really free 
now and that’s what 
makes me happy, 
so I’ll keep pursuing 
that. Because this 

was the first solo record, I agreed 
to strategically put it out with 
what worked for the label. In 
the future, you’re not gonna see 
me in this pattern of record, two 
year cycle, rest, record, two year 
cycle… I just want to keep making 
stuff. You’ll see more of that from 

me. I may make a seven-inch, I 
may do a duet, whatever. This 
time, the vision had to be ready, 
I had to be physically ready for 
it. That stuff all takes time. I feel 
like I’m in a really great place 
now. I feel like people understand 
me now. They get me. They get 
the sound of the record. They 
understand what it is. A lot of 
it’s so gut instinct and art and 
abstract, but you feel like there’s 
a real personal thing going on 
with it.”

ICE T  |  BODY COUNT 
IS IT TRUE YOU 
RECORDED YOUR 
PARTS FOR THE 
COVER OF SUICIDAL 
TENDENCIES’ 

‘INSTITUTIONALIZED’ IN A 
SINGLE TAKE? 
“I knew what I was going to rant 
about, but I didn’t know how 
exactly. We started the tape and 
I just did the whole thing  in one 
long take of just me talking crazy, 
because I stayed in the moment.” 

DID YOU EVER REMEMBER 
YOUR EMAIL PASSWORD? 
“Yo, real talk – my fucking iTunes 
password just fucking changed 
on me today! I’m like, ‘What the 
fuck!?’ I think iTunes does this 
on purpose. Like, you’ll put in the 
right one and it will say it’s wrong, 
just to make you put it in three 
times then it accepts it. It’s out 
to fuck with you. I put the same 
motherfucking password in three 
times motherfucker!”

#178
DERYCK WHIBLEY
HITS ROCK BOTTOM
 May 16, 2014

The music world reeled as Sum 
41 frontman Deryck Whibley 
published a blog entitled ‘Rock 
Bottom’, revealing that his liver 
and kidneys had collapsed and 
that he nearly died due to years 
of alcohol abuse. An all-too-real 
reminder that even today, a  
rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle is still perilous.

#180
AVENGED SEVENFOLD HEADLINE DOWNLOAD 
June 13, 2014

A7X had been through the wringer over the years, but finally hit the top of 
the bill at Download Festival last summer. With a career’s worth of metal 
and what looked like all of the world’s pyro on their side, it was the Orange 
County crew’s fiery arrival to the big leagues.

21THE NuMBER OF BANDS WHO HAD 
HEADLINED DOWNLOAD’S MAIN STAGE 
PRIOR TO AVENGED. WELCOME TO THE CLuB, 
NuMBER 22.

STAT ATTACK!

CliCk 
here for 

more photos of 
avenged slaying 

download

http://www.rocksound.tv/news/read/body-counts-video-for-institutionalized-2014-is-the-three-minute-masterpiec
http://www.rocksound.tv/photos/view/hail-to-the-kings-avenged-sevenfold-clean-up-at-download
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#182
FRANK IERO ANNOUNCES
SOLO PROJECT
JUNE 17, 2014

He might have trouble spelling (or maybe a 
broken keyboard, we’re not here to judge), but 
the MCR guitarist revealed his Frnkiero Andthe 
Cellabration project. Scrappy, tuneful and 
idiosyncratic as their name, they proved that 
there was life after the world’s biggest cult band 
for more than just Gerard. 

#185
PARAMORE HEADLINE
LEEDS FESTIVAL
AUGUST 02, 2014

Technically a co-headliner with Queens Of The 
Stone Age, Paramore’s time to shine really came 
at Leeds Festival during their actual headline slot, 
when they blew Josh Homme and Co. off the 
stage. If the arena shows they’d been playing for 
years didn’t convince people Paramore were a 
massive band, this definitely did.
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#184
5 SECONDS OF SUMMER
HIT THE COVER
OF ROCK SOUND
JULY 10, 2014

Heeeee-eeeey! Remember this lot? Who could 
forget, right? Some hated 5 Seconds Of Summer, 
many more adored them, but one thing was clear 
in our world exclusive cover feature with the 
All Time Low-collaborating, arena-dominating 
Aussie quartet – they were here to stay. We even 
did five different covers for the occasion, because 
why the hell not?

JOHN FELDMANN  |  PRODUCER 
“What I think 5SOS bring to music today is a sound that’s needed at Top 40 
radio; pop-rock with real guitar and live drums. I grew up listening to bands like 
The Who, The Clash and The Police and there isn’t a great deal produced and 
presented to the younger generation musically with that feel. Much of what I hear 

on pop radio is super, hyper-programmed, autotuned productions, and there is a market for that, 
but to me having guitars on pop radio and exposing that sound to the younger generation is a 
good thing for the general culture of music. When Rock Sound put 5SOS on the cover, I thought 
it was recognition of what we set out to do and the essence of who they are as a band.”

#183
BABYMETAL PLAY
SONISPHERE, WORLD
RAISES EYEBROWS
JULY 05, 2014

Saturday morning at a festival is never a peaceful 
time, but this was ridiculous. Shaking away 
people’s hangovers were Babymetal. Brazen, 
bizarre and kind of brilliant, even the most po-faced 
metalheads downed their drinks and moshed to the 
three Japanese teenagers with synchronised dance 
moves. What a day.

Our photo gallery of 
the set generated so 

much web traffic that, for 
a few minutes, rocksound.
tv crashed completely. We 

were mortified, but also 
impressed.

DID YOU
KNOW?

#181
LINKIN PARK TREAT 
DOWNLOAD TO 'HYBRID 
THEORY' IN FULL
JUNE 14, 2014

Yup. ‘Hybrid Theory’. In full. Download Festival 
2014 busted out the wallet chains to celebrate 
their nu metal classic, and Mike Shinoda even 
donned a massive red wig to complete the 
throwback feel. For 40 minutes in June, it was 
the year 2000 again. And it was simply glorious.

CliCk 
here to see 

more photos 
of that wig

CliCk 
here to see a 

whole load more 
photos of paramore 

being brilliant

CliCk 
here to see 

more piCs of 
babymetal being 

babymetal
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EMILY EAVIS  |  GLASTONBURY PROMOTER 
“Booking Metallica was far and away 
one of the best bookings we’ve ever 
made here at Glastonbury – it was a 
truly historic moment. It shifted the 

goal posts for us and changed the perception of 
what Glastonbury is capable of across the globe. 
What a huge, powerful live force they are. They 
played an incredible set from start to finish, and I 
believe it created a genuinely amazing moment for 
everybody in that field. Hopefully they will return 
one day in the future!”

#186
METALLICA HEADLINE
GLASTONBURY
JUNE 29, 2014

For a weekend at the end of June, one of the 
most storied metal bands in the business 
infiltrated the mainstream, stomped all over 
the stage and left as the highlight of the 
weekend. 2014 was the year that Metallica ruled 
Glastonbury Festival. And some people have the 
nerve to say that heavy metal is dead...

3 The number of secret shows the Foos 
played in the UK in total that week, 
including the House Of Vans show. 

STAT ATTACK!

#188
SLIPKNOT RELEASE
'.5: THE GRAY CHAPTER'
OCTOBER 20, 2014

A wounded tribute to their fallen bassist, ‘.5: 
The Gray Chapter’ was an incredibly tough 
listen, but the band’s first album with their 
super-secret new bassist and drummer was 
a triumphant return all the same. After six 
years without an album, it suddenly felt like 
Slipknot had never been away.

#187
FOO FIGHTERS PLAY TEENY
TINY LONDON SHOW
SEPTEMBER 12, 2014

Leading fans on a wild goose chase as they 
announced tiny show after tiny show before the 
release of eighth album ‘Sonic Highways’, Dave 
Grohl and Co. hit London’s House Of Vans for 
the highlight of the trip. It was exactly how you’d 
imagine a Foo Fighters show in a tunnel would 
be: absolutely insane and very, very sweaty.

#190
THE WORLD TOUR KICKS OFF
NOVEMBER 05, 2014

Tour of the year? Probably. Sleeping With Sirens and Pierce The Veil were and are two bands on the 
brink of something massive. Forever challenging and boosting their mates, Kellin, Vic and Co. headed 
out on a massive world tour. Find out how it went down in the UK on page 88.

KELLIN QUINN  |  SLEEPING WITH SIRENS 
“To be completely honest the main motivation with putting [The World Tour] together 
was the fans – 100 per cent. Back in the day you used to get really awesome, exciting 
tours at least a few times per year, but nowadays it’s just not the norm for two big bands 
to tour together like this. We wanted kids who are into rock music right now to get that 

buzz that’s been missing; that excitement that comes with a tour that feels like a real event. So many 
shows [were] sold out and the response [was] amazing night after night, and that made all the effort 
of putting everything together worthwhile.”

#189
WAYNE STATIC 1965-2014
NOVEMBER 01, 2014

Tragedy struck in November as platinum-selling Static-X kingpin 
Wayne Static (born Wayne Richard Wells) was found dead aged 48. 
Four months on, a coroner’s report revealed that his death was caused 
by mixing alcohol with prescription drugs. But no matter how or why it 
happened, nu metal lost an icon.
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#191
AC/DC DRUMMER PHIL RUDD
ARRESTED
NOVEMBER 06, 2014

With his band gearing up to release new album 
‘Rock Or Bust’, AC/DC drummer Phil Rudd was 
charged with an attempt to procure murder and 
various drug offences. The former charge was 
dropped a day later, but at the time of writing, 
the 60-year-old was still awaiting trial.

#194
LOWER THAN ATLANTIS HEADLINE THE FIRST EVER
ROCK SOUND CHRISTMAS BALL
DECEMBER 08, 2014

Fresh from topping our Album Of The Year poll with their self-titled epic, Lower Than Atlantis 
headlined the first ever Rock Sound Christmas Ball. The deal? We got them, Lonely The Brave and 
Decade to play London’s Koko in December, donned Christmas jumpers and everyone had the 
loveliest of times.

#195
DANNY WORSNOP QUITS
ASKING ALEXANDRIA
JANUARY 22, 2015

“Asking Alexandria and I are moving forward 
in separate ways,” said Asking Alexandria 
frontman Danny Worsnop, upon leaving the 
metalcore champs this year. Asking carried on 
with their new vocalist and Danny finally got 
the wheels turning on classic rock project We 
Are Harlot. No harm done, then. Right, guys?

#196
PARAMORE WIN GRAMMY
FEBRUARY 08, 2015

‘Ain’t It Fun’ by Paramore. Banger, right? 
Probably why the band picked up a bloody 
Grammy for Best Rock Song for it. The award 
was huge, and it’s hard to believe they’ve 
already been a band for 
a decade. Even in 2015, it 
still feels like they’re just 
getting started, and we 
(along with the rest of 
the world) can't wait to 
see and hear what comes 
next...

#192
SNOT FINALLY TOUR 
'GET SOME'
NOVEMBER 28, 2014

‘Get Some’ sent Snot to the head of the nu 
metal pack in 1999, but vocalist Lynn Strait 
passed away as the band began to take off. 
Fifteen years on, the band who could have 
had it all finally began to tour the album 
again, and got the reception they deserved.

MIKE DOLING  |  SNOT 
“It’s mindblowing that 18 years 
later ‘Get Some’ is still beloved of 
so many fans around the world. 
Even though we never got to go 

overseas originally, in our hearts we knew 
there were Snot fans out there. So when we 
finally got the chance to tour that album, we 
asked our good friend Carl Bensley to sing 
for us and immediately booked a tour in the 
UK. We didn’t know what to expect at all, but 
we were so overwhelmed, humbled, blessed 
and fucking happy about the responses to 
the shows. The vibe was on fucking fire – so 
thank you to everyone who came out to see 
them, you fucking rule!”

#193
BRING ME THE
HORIZON SMASH 
WEMBLEY TO BITS
DECEMBER 05, 2014

Bring Me The Horizon are truly 
massive these days. This all-
guns-blazing show at London’s 
Wembley Arena completed 
their transformation from fiesty 
Yorkshire lads who like a bit of 
metal to a truly colossal, melodic 
rock band. And rooms like 
Wembley Arena will probably be 
small fry for them in a few years. 
Mental, eh?

Among our guests at 
the event were none 

other than 5 Seconds Of 
Summer. Well, three of 

them at least...

DID YOU
KNOW?

16 The number of years that, prior to 
the event, it had been since a woman 
last won the same award. Alanis 

Morissette, Hayley is coming for your crown.

STAT ATTACK!
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#198
AGAINST THE CURRENT SIGN TO FUELED
BY RAMEN
MARCH 04, 2015

Signing to the label that 
kick-started the likes 
of Fall Out Boy, Jimmy 
Eat World and – yes – 
Paramore isn’t a bad way 
to reveal yourselves to 
the world. Remember 
the names of superstar-
in-the-making Chrissy 
Costanza, drummer 
Will Ferri and guitarist 
Dan Gow – Against The 
Current are going to be 
huge. Watch this space...

#199
ALEXISONFIRE COME BACK
FROM THE DEAD
MARCH 10, 2015

They said their farewells and moved on at 
the back end of 2012 and Dallas, Wade and 
George are all busy as anything, but Alexisonfire 
announced their surprise live return in March. 
Reading and Leeds Festivals better Watch Out! - 
The Only Reunion Ever is coming. And it’s going 
to be completely and utterly amazing.

#200
ROCK SOUND 200 IS RELEASED
APRIL 29, 2015

We did it, we made it to 200. It’s in your hands right now. Did we do 
okay? The cover CD is cool, isn’t it? That Shikari cover, eh? Madness. 
Anyway, fancy riding with us until 400? It’ll only take another 15 years 
or so, but we’ve got loads more special stuff in the works. See you for 
Issue 201…

CHRISSY COSTANZA 
AGAINST THE CURRENT
  YOU RECENTLY 
SIGNED WITH 

FUELED BY RAMEN – HOW’S 
THAT PANNING OUT? 
“We’re incredibly stoked. At first I 
was apprehensive about working 
with any label, because we’re a 
self-made band; everything up to 
this point, we’ve done ourselves. 
But it’s about growing rather than 
changing, moving forward with 
complete creative control, and the 
muscle of a major label behind us. 
It’s been a whirlwind, but we think 
we can go even further.” 
SOUNDS LIKE YOU’RE SET FOR A 
BUSY YEAR? 
“A lot of people have told us that 
we’re going to be huge, and while 
that’s exciting, it comes with 

some serious pressure. We want 
to live up to those expectations, 
to eventually sell out arenas and 
blow this thing up. Right now we’re 
working on our debut album and 
aiming to return to all the countries 
we’ve visited before.” 
WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES, GOING 
FORWARD? 
“By the end of the year, we should 
have the first single from our debut 
out. The new stuff is sounding 
super poppy, but I’m sure there’ll 
be plenty of heavy-hitting rock on 
there too. It’s at the core of who 
we are. In the long term we’d love 
to become one of those bands 
with a legacy and a whole different 
generations of fans, like The Rolling 
Stones. It’s not about being the 
biggest band in the world, but we’re 
still young. Let’s see where this 
leads us!”

#197
BLINK-182 ANNOUNCE SHOw wITH MATT SKIBA; wORLD LOSES ITS MIND
jAnuARy 26, 2015

In early evening UK time, Blink-182 announced they’d be playing Musink Festival in Orange County with Matt Skiba on guitar and vocals. Not Tom DeLonge. 
Within hours, all three members had a very public falling out online. We’re still not even sure if Tom has actually quit yet. What a mess…
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THE STORY SO FAR [7]   
 ‘THE STORY SO FAR’     

            (PURE NOISE)

Do what you love; love what you Do. That’s how the 
saying goes. In The Story So Far’s case, they love hardcore-tinged, 
shouty pop-punk, and they’re damned if they’re going to do anything 
other than what they already rule at on album three.
Sometimes, bands spend entire careers in a constant search for 
progression or perfection, while others simply hit upon a formula that 
works, settle into their groove and keep pumping out the goods that 
their fans demand.
The latter certainly seems to be the case for The Story So Far, who 
have populated their self-titled third album with a clutch of tracks the 
likes of which have defined – and will continue to define – their band 
for years to come.
Where many bands flit from style to style and struggle to be 
immediately recognisable in such a crowded marketplace, pretty 
much every note on ‘The Story So Far’ boasts all the hallmarks of the 
Walnut Creek pop-punk crew.
If debut ‘Under Soil & Dirt’ was the breakthrough album that set out 
their angsty, boisterous stall and 2011’s ‘What You Don’t See’ the 
effort that cemented their place at the top table of nu pop-punk, their 
newbie is a middle ground between the two.
There are familiar chugging riffs, guitar noodling and raking, yelped 
vocals from vocalist Parker Cannon on the likes of ‘Distaste’, all tied 
together by barbed, broken lyrics like ”You can’t say you never fuck 
with me ‘cause everyone knows / why you always poison everything 
I try to grow” that’ll be roared right back at the band in the ever-
expanding venues they’ll find themselves in over the next year or two.

 
They’ve managed to do it all without rehashing the old stuff, too. The 
likes of opening track ‘Smile’ lay subtle hooks over rolling riffs in an 
expansion of their last effort, while ‘Heavy Gloom’ is a fist-pumping, 
scream-along anthem that harks back to their early days in a rare 
ferocious moment.

In fact, it’s when they deviate from the tried-and-tested that they 
stumble. Slow jam ‘Phantom’ sounds an awful lot like the post-grunge 
types they sometimes tour with. Muted, murmured vocals, reverb and 
feedback all over the place in an interesting experiment, but it pales 
when compared with the romping, chest-beating likes of lead single 
‘Nerve’.
This album may not quite stack up when pitted against their greatest 
work – there aren’t many jawdropping moments like the cascading 
mayhem of ‘Quicksand’ or the lyrical gymnastics of ‘All Wrong’, but 
it’s a fine effort nontheless.
More importantly, it sounds like an album by The Story So Far, 
because The Story So Far wrote it and because The Story So Far 
possess that most coveted of things: an identity. It’s just a good job 
their identity was a damn good one to begin with. 

FOR FANS OF: Neck Deep, Knuckle Puck, Like Pacific   
            ANDY BIDDULPH

REVIEWS

“The sTory so far possess 
ThaT mosT coveTed of

Things: an idenTiTy.”
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AFTER THE FALL  [8]
 ‘DEDICATION’

(BRIDGE NINE)

 
After The Fall are slowly, 
surely becoming one of 
those fine wine bands who 
improve with age. If the pacey 
hardcore attack of 2013’s 

‘Unkind’ felt like a career high, ‘Dedication’ just 
propelled this band a little higher. A little like 
‘The Artist In The Ambulance’-era Thrice, this 
fifth full-length sounds vital in quite contrary 
ways: aggressive but expansive; instant but 
lasting. As a label, Bridge Nine will always 
pull something new and unexpected under the 
hardcore banner, and in this New York quartet 
they’ve found a pocket rocket who’s fuel might be 
Black Flag, but after this album, their destination 
could be anywhere.

FOR FANS OF: Thrice, A Wilhelm Scream, 
Teenage Bottlerocket GARETH PIERCE

ATTENTION THIEVES  [7]
 ‘YEAR OF THE JACKAL’

(SELF-RELEASE)

Weighed down by addiction, 
debt and disillusionment, 
Reading’s Attention Thieves 
nearly didn’t make it this 
far. Thankfully, debut album 

‘Year Of The Jackal’ justifies their persistence, 
walking a balance-beam between slamming 
alt-rock and smoother, more melodic fare. 
There’s refreshing grit to ‘Hangnail’  – drawing 
from a vein of anguished, urgent songcraft 
that outstrips anything on their early EPs. On 
occasion they slide into blander territory, but 
Alex Green’s passionate vocals make those slips 
easy to forgive. Armed with endless hooks and 
a real dose of maturity, they’ve returned from 
the wilderness a more exciting prospect.

FOR FANS OF: Fightstar, Mallory Knox,   
Verses ROB SAYCE

AND SO I WATCH                         [8]
YOU FROM AFAR  

 ‘HEIRS’
(SARGENT HOUSE)

Critics of ’13’s ‘All Hail Bright 
Futures’ complained that 
ASIWYFA had discarded the 
blisteringly intense post-rock 
of earlier work in favour of a 

more zany brand of experimental prog-pop. Those 
same critics are dealt a musical middle finger on 
opener ‘Run Home’ here, which not only ups the 
ante with mental ADHD-fuelled instrumentation 
and bonkers vocal harmonies, but also crowbars 
in the most majestic of post-rock interludes just 
to prove they still have subtlety on their side, too. 
The take home message? Let this band do their 
thing. This album’s blaze of focused, intense, 
sublime and ridiculous alt-rock proves it’s clearly 
worth it.

FOR FANS OF: Oceansize, Foals, 65daysofstatic  
  CHRIS HIDDEN

COAL CHAMBER  [5]
‘RIVALS’

(NAPALM)

Even with their heyday 
now behind them, Coal 
Chamber are attempting a 
revival. But while plenty of 
us once trashed our living 

rooms to ‘Loco’, new effort ‘Rivals’ is far from 
essential. Here, Dez Fafara’s crew confront 
middle age with the subtlety of a brick to the 
temple, chucking all manner of meaty grooves 
and aggro choruses into the pot. Yet they opt 
for mechanical efficiency; dialling down the 
oddball factor in favour of songs that, while 
comparatively watertight, rarely come to life.  
Sledgehammer riffs are fun and all, but you’re 
probably better off getting your fix from the nu 
metal classics.

FOR FANS OF: Korn, American Head Charge, 
Hellyeah  ROB SAYCE

CHUNK! NO,                       [8] 
CAPTAIN CHUNK! 
‘GET LOST, FIND YOURSELF’

(FEARLESS)

In the time since Chunk! No 
Captain Chunk’s last album, 
easycore – the marriage 
of pop-punk and mosh – 
has had a resurgence of 

sorts and now the Parisians find themselves 
standing at the front of the pack. Luckily, 
their latest effort is simply excellent. ‘Playing 
Dead’ and ‘Pull You Under’ deal out trademark 
pummeling riffs and breakdowns, while ‘What 
Goes Around’ and ‘City Of Light’ probe into 
more deep self-analysis and radiate gleaming 
positivity over booming pop hooks respectively. 
‘Get Lost, Find Yourself’ sees Chunk stepping up 
and singlehandedly dominating a whole genre 
they helped to forge. Easycore is back.

FOR FANS OF: City Lights, Four Year Strong, 
Hit The Lights  JACK ROGERS

“You’re better off getting Your fix from 
the nu metal classics.”

ASHES  [7]
 ‘WE ARE THE DARKNESS THAT  

      TURNS INTO LIGHT’
(SELF-RELEASE)

 
In landing a string of 
impressive support slots for 
the likes of Glamour For The 
Kill and Heaven’s Basement, 
Manchester metallers Ashes 

had clearly gained some admirers even before 
the release of their debut EP, and given the 
strength of this six track offering, their early 
success comes as little surprise. With enough 
riffs to leave your neck in a brace and the sort of 
soaring choruses that’ll fill huge rooms, the likes 
of ‘Halo’, ‘Live Like We Mean It’ and the towering 
‘Rise Up’ are straight-up metal tracks that don’t 
pretend to be something they’re not, and are all 
the better for it.

FOR FANS OF: Trivium, Heaven Shall Burn, 
Bullet For My Valentine    MAX BARRETT

ANTI-FLAG  [7]
 ‘AMERICAN SPRING’

(SPINEFARM)

 
Unsurprisingly for a band 
now into their third decade 
together, Anti-Flag’s tenth 
album displays both passion 
and wisdom. Their lyrics 

remain charged by politics, but the focus is more 
societal than idealistic, and while you could say 
they’ve mellowed musically, they’ve actually 
just opened their ears to more forms of what 
constitutes ‘punk’. That means for every pop-punk 
track, there’s a ‘Sky Is Falling’ or ‘Song For Your 
Enemy’ recalling Billy Talent or Jonah Matranga. 
It’s that variety that means ‘American Spring’ is 
the best these guys have sounded in years.

FOR FANS OF: Green Day, Billy Talent, Far  
 GARETH PIERCE

CEREMONY  [7]
 ‘THE L-SHAPED MAN’

(MATADOR)

A world away from the 
blistering, forward-thinking 
hardcore attack of 2012’s 
‘Zoo’, Ceremony’s fifth album 
sees them venturing into 

dark post-punk territory with melodic guitars 
that chime like death knells and vocalist Ross 
Farrar channelling his inner Ian Curtis. That’s 
not to say that the California quintet have lost 
their teeth, mind. The rage of old is still present 
on ‘Exit Fears’ and ‘Root Of The World’, but 
– as you might expect from a record inspired 
by a break-up – it’s tempered by a certain 
sadness, most noticeably on droning closer 
‘The Understanding’. Ceremony 2015, then – 
different, but still compelling.

FOR FANS OF: Joy Division, Tom Waits, 
Interpol  ALEX GOSMAN

CALLS LANDING  [7]
 ‘HEIRLOOMS’

(SELF-RELEASE)

While a band from Leeds 
sounding like they come 
from Long Island might 
grate on some, it’s difficult 
to criticise Yorkshire five-

piece Calls Landing too much when you hear 
quite how well they know their way around 
emotional, melodic emo. From the crunching 
guitars and soaring choruses of the opening 
salvo of ‘Crutch’ and ‘Tightrope’, this debut 
record is tight and littered with hooks and 
bombastic dynamics. ‘Belgium’ and ‘Bookshelf’ 
are other highlights and showcase the strength 
and power behind singer Joe Armitage’s vocals, 
but this whole thing is well-crafted, expertly 
pitched and impressively confident to boot.

FOR FANS OF: Jimmy Eat World, Hindsights  
 Taking Back Sunday  CHRIS HIDDEN

BROADSIDE  [7]
 ‘OLD BONES’

(VICTORY)

Despite being relative 
newcomers to the scene, 
Virginia pop-punks 
Broadside already seem 
dead-set on becoming 

another voice for a troubled generation. This 
bouncy, anthemic label debut drips with 
nostalgia, angst and a trademark sense of 
apathy towards the world you’d expect from a 
band much older than this lot. It all gets a little 
clichéd at times, but there’s a real charm to the 
likes of ‘Coffee Talk,’ and the title track that 
means this band should grow to be much more 
than a flash in the pan.

FOR FANS OF: Handguns, Major League,   
Hit The Lights  AARON HASTINGS

Wondering what genre C!NCC! are leading? Allow us to spell it out for you.

WHAT’S AN EASYCORE?

POP-PUNK MOSHEASYCORE
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THERE HAVE BEEN THREE US 
PRESIDENTS 
Remember Bill Clinton? NEITHER DO WE. That’s 
because he was in office way back in 1997 and 
was followed up by George W. Bush in 2001 
(who was in office eight years). Then your boy 
Barack Obama took the reins. And here we are.

AN AwfUl loT of PEoPlE HAVE 
BEEN BoRN...
Ready for this number? It’s a big one. Right then, 
5,800,432,430 people have been born across the 
world since the last FNM album was released, and 
that’s just the figue at the time of print. Imagine 
pitting with six billion people!

...AND SomE HAVE BEcomE 
AcTUAl ADUlTS (kINDA) 
Somebody born on the release day of ‘Album Of 
The Year’ can legally drive in the UK. And they’d 
only be a couple of weeks away from being 
able to drink and do all of the other naughty 
stuff you can only do when you’re 18. Madness.

wE lAUNcHED A mAGAZINE 
Then did 200 issues of it. Yep, two hundred. That’s 
tens of thousands of pages. We’ve talked about it 
quite a lot over the past few pages or so, sorry for 
going on about it. It’s a good thing this album was 
worth the wait though, or we’d have kicked off. 
Good job, Mike Patton.

it’s about time, GuYs
Stuff has happened since FNM’s last album. A lot of stuff. Since ‘Album Of The Year’…

FaitH No moRe                                                 [9]
‘SOL INVICTUS’ (RECLAMATION / IPECAC)

The last time Faith No More released an album there 
was no such thing as Rock Sound magazine, Google 
or indeed many of you now reading this. It’s safe to say 
the world has changed quite a bit since 1997’s ‘Album 
Of The Year’, but despite preserving their legendary 
status with masterful live appearances following 2009’s 
reformation, adding to a considerable recorded legacy 
as men well into their forties and fifties is another 
matter. Rest assured though, ‘Sol Invictus’ is no midlife 
crisis, it’s the real thing.
Frothing, deliciously creepy and as idiosyncratic as ever, 
these are 10 songs that sit proudly alongside anything 
else this band have produced. And despite the lengthy 
sabbatical, this sounds like a Faith No More record, 
albeit one instilled with the errant eccentricities and 

vocal histrionics of chief conspirator Mike Patton at 
the forefront. From the sombre piano and percussive 
prelude of the opening title track to the celebratory bells 
of finisher ‘From The Dead’ this is an adventure. There’s 
some of the band’s trademark snarl on ‘Superhero’, an 
eerie, thrusting menace on ‘Separation Anxiety’, a stab 
at Nick Cave-gone-metal doing a spaghetti Western 
soundtrack on ‘Cone Of Shame’, and a whole array of 
wonderful weirdness in between.
There’ll be a lot of critical spaffing about the recorded 
return of Faith No More after almost 18 years. Sorry to 
add to the deluge, but every plaudit is entirely justified.

FOR FANS OF: Tomahawk, Nick Cave, Tom Waits                                         
   DAVID McLAUGHLIN
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ROCK SOUND 001 
This is where it all began. The first 
issue of the magazine hit shelves in 
April 1999, and we haven’t looked back 
since. Until now… 

 
Our first coverstars Stereophonics 
explained that while travelling the world 
playing rock music is all well and good, 
there’s nothing quite like home.

The free CD included live tracks from 
the cover stars and Feeder, plus songs 
from the likes of Coal Chamber and 
Creed. It was 1999, after all.

DEFTONES

 

Elsewhere, we gave a great big 
rundown of 50 albums that rocked our 
world. Spoiler: Deftones, Faith No More, 
Korn and Foo Fighters were all in there. 
Some things never change.

We spent the day with Feeder and 
learned all about their “quite obsessive 
fans.” Oh, and apparently frontman 
Grant Nicholas got hit by a car while we 
were doing the photoshoot. The things 
you forget happened, eh?

Motörhead legend Lemmy told us all 
about why he loves The Who (one night 
with Keith Moon “would do you for 
months,” he said), while a fresh-faced 
Scott Stapp talked all about Creed’s 
monumental rise. 
 
 
 

LACUNA COIL
 

In our ‘Rising Stars’ (now Exposure) 
section, we found out all about a little 
band from Italy called Lacuna Coil. 
Wonder what they’re up to these days…

And yeah, turns out there were 200+ 
more where that came from…

IN HEARTS WAKE  [7]
 ‘SKYDANCER’

(UNFD)

The second half of a 
project that began last 
year, In Hearts Wake kept 
‘Skydancer’ well under 
wraps as the follow up 

and partner to ‘14’s ‘Earthwalker’. Recorded in 
the same session and sharing a multitude of 
themes from lyrics to artwork, there’s obviously 
an element of similarity here, but through a 
new version of the punishing title track that 
features Jonathan Vigil of The Ghost Inside and 
the rising stomp of ‘Breakaway’, the Byron Bay 
quartet have crafted a stunning package and 
two stellar halves that deserve equal merit. If 
last year was their breakthrough, 2015 is the 
year this band push on.

FOR FANS OF: Northlane, The Amity Affliction, 
I Killed The Prom Queen MAX BARRETT

GOD DAMN  [6]
 ‘VULTURES’

(ONE LITTLE INDIAN)

By their very nature as 
a British two-piece that 
plays gritty yet wholly 
accessible stoner rock, 
Wolverhampton’s God Damn 

are susceptible to Royal Blood comparisons. 
However, theirs is an altogether darker and 
more intricate sound that brings to mind 
the blistering fuzz of Winnebago Deal. ‘By 
The Wayside’ epitomises this refreshingly 
enthusiastic, no nonsense approach to 
songwriting, perhaps the album’s standout track 
led by the desperate howls of vocalist Thom 
Edward and the bombastic tub thumping of Ash 
Weaver. A raw rather than real deal at present, 
God Damn are certainly ones to keep tabs on.

FOR FANS OF: Baby Godzilla, Royal Blood, 
Turbowolf OLI ROBERTSON

DARKE COMPLEX  [7]
 ‘WIDOW’

(SPINEFARM)

You probably know within 
yourself if you find the 
idea of nu metalcore at all 
appealing and if not, you’ll 
likely want to give Texas 

mob Darke Complex’s debut EP a miss. The 
quartet list their names as numbers on their 
Facebook page, channel some silly rapping in 
‘Frigid’, and generally sound like a mash-up of 
early-noughties mainstream-bothering metal 
acts with some more contemporary, polished 
inflections on the likes of ‘Invertebrate’ and the 
anthemic ‘Desperation’. They achieve what they 
set out to do pretty well, so if that does sound 
like an appealing stylistic prospect, these seven 
tracks will likely blow your retro socks off.

FOR FANS OF: King 810, Suicide Silence,   
Upon A Burning Body TIM NEWBOUND

COLISEUM  [7]
 ‘ANXIETY’S KISS’

(DEATHWISH INC.)

Kentucky post-punk trio 
Coliseum are back. The 
hallmarks of genre pioneers 
Killing Joke loom large 
throughout ‘Anxiety’s Kiss’, 

especially on the likes of ‘Course Correction’ 
and ‘Sharp Fangs, Pale Flesh’ – songs built 
around riffs that ebb and flow with vocals 
reminiscent of a deranged preacher, and a 
suitably sinister aura. Indeed, the slower ‘Driver 
At Dusk’ wouldn’t sound out of place on the 
soundtrack of an indie horror film. Things get 
a tad monotonous at times due to the almost-
constant pace of the record, but overall, this 
album boasts enough taut, angry anthems to 
convince.

FOR FANS OF: Killing Joke, Young Widows, 
Therapy? ALEX GOSMAN

DEAD TIRED [8] 
‘DEAD TIRED’

(NEW DAMAGE)

While Dallas and Wade 
have plodded on with City 
& Colour and Gallows 
respectively, George Pettit 
– the really shouty one from 

Alexisonfire – has been quiet until the recent 
Alexis reunion. Now, though, he’s juggling two 
projects as rambunctious punk prospect Dead 
Tired’s album comes windmilling into view. 
Pettit’s gravel-gargling vocals are again a focal 
point, but they stomp along atop on a much 
more raw, much more menacing background of 
murky punk rock, meaning songs like ‘Hill Of 
The Poisonous Tree’ sound like they were made 
by Gallows’ angry Canadian cousins. In a way, 
they kind of were.

FOR FANS OF: Gallows, Single Mothers, 
Alexisonfire ANDY BIDDULPH

“These songs sound like They were made by gallows’ 

angry Canadian Cousins. in a way, They kind of were.”

EVERCLEAR  [5]
 ‘BLACK IS THE NEW BLACK’

(THE END / ADA)

Everclear have never been 
ones for subtlety. At the 
height of their popularity 
in the late nineties, their 
grunge-tinged power pop 

was pumped full of dark, tortured angst. Little 
has changed with this ninth full-length. “I was 
raped when I was eight years old on a sunny 
afternoon” drawls main man Art Alexakis – the 
only remaining founding member – over the 
riffs of ‘You’, while ‘The Man Who Broke His 
Own Heart’ is a pure ’90s alt-rock singalong as 
unsubtle as its title. That’s no bad thing – but 
only if you wanna party like it’s 1997.

FOR FANS OF: Eve 6, Lit, Sugar Ray  
 MISCHA PEARLMAN

HINDER  [3]
 ‘WHEN THE SMOKE CLEARS’

(THE END)

If you like your rock a bit 
dated, very US radio-friendly 
and cheesy as hell, then 
‘When The Smoke Clears’ 
is for you. This is the kind 

of album you give to your parents when they’re 
trying to get their heads around their precious 
child listening to rock music, wearing black 
clothes and skateboarding because it eases 
them in gently. That doesn’t mean it’s good, 
mind. The problem with these Nickelback 
copyists is that they just don’t have a tune as 
mega as ‘Rockstar’, ‘Too Bad’ or ‘Someday’ in 
their armoury to save them, meaning the likes 
of ‘Wasted Life’ fall short.

FOR FANS OF: Theory Of A Deadman, 
Shinedown, Nickelback JEN WALKER

EMPLOYED TO SERVE  [7]
 ‘GREYER THAN YOU REMEMBER’

(HOLY ROAR)

This debut album from 
Woking post-hardcore mob 
Employed To Serve is the 
sound of a band who’ve 
been straining to let loose. 

Chaos is the order of the day here as each track 
brims with energy and ferocity, with vocalists 
Justine Jones and Sammy Urwin spitting 
venom against a background of jarring, frenetic 
guitars and cascading drums. Though the pace 
is unrelenting, there’s still light and shade on 
here; from the atmospheric ‘Bones To Break’ – 
which marries despair and rage with disarming 
subtlety and no little bile – to ‘Bury Yourself 
(Deep)’, a frenzied three minutes of mayhem. 
This is a fiery debut.

FOR FANS OF: Converge, The Chariot,   
The Dillinger Escape Plan JASMIN NAHAR

ELECTRIC CENTURY  [6]
 ‘ELECTRIC CENTURY’

(PANIC STATE)

We’ve had Gerard, Frank 
and even Ray Toro has 
unveiled a song or two, 
but now it’s My Chemical 
Romance bassist Mikey 

Way’s turn. Despite this debut release being 
delayed, delayed and then delayed again due 
to their frontman’s well-documented struggles 
with addiction, tracks like ‘Right There’ are 
upbeat, synth-ridden cuts with some genuinely 
infectious hooks pulsing subtly through them. 
It’s only when they get more downbeat that this 
EP loses momentum. ‘Hail The Saints’ is greasy, 
grimy and a little stagnant, while ‘If Heaven 
Will Have Me’ is plain morose. Still, it’s good to 
have yet another MCR alumnus back.

FOR FANS OF: Chain Of Flowers, Joy Division, 
Whirr ANDY BIDDULPH

HASTE THE DAY   [8]
 ‘COWARD’

(SOLID STATE)

When Haste The Day 
announced they were 
reforming to celebrate the 
10-year anniversary of 
‘Burning Bridges’ in May 

2014, no one expected a new record to follow, 
especially one with vocal duties split between 
both of the band’s former vocalists. Surprise 
album ‘Coward’ is a vicious beast, and one 
that’s not typical of your reformed-band-must-
make-new-album rush job. Funded by the fans, 
the Indiana seven-piece very much sound like a 
band who’ve had their fire reignited throughout 
these 11 tracks. ‘Secret’ is a highlight, but with 
the album remaining consistent throughout it’s 
hard to find a low point. 

FOR FANS OF: August Burns Red, Oh, Sleeper,  
The Fall Of Troy JEN WALKER
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MODESTEP   [6]
‘LONDON ROAD’

(INGROOVES)

Modestep have been 
bridging the gap between 
dance and rock since their 
inception in 2010, and this 
new full-length doesn’t see 

them stray too far from their original glowstick-
lit path. With no two tracks alike, the band 
dip into drum ‘n’ bass, dub and EDM before 
lacing everything with chunky guitar riffs and 
straight-up rock for good measure. Though 
it may plod along heavily at times and feel 
uncomfortably dated at others, if you are on the 
hunt for some straightforward crossover party 
tunes, ‘London Road’ will provide more than 
enough diverse energy to see you through till 
4am and beyond.

FOR FANS OF: Pendulum, The Prodigy, Chase 
& Status JACK ROGERS

SUPERHEAVEN

METZ  [8]
 ‘II’

(SUB POP)

METZ’s follow-up to their 
sterling self-titled debut 
three years ago lands 
in the midst of a grunge 
revival of sorts, but has an 

authenticity that could prove crucial to their 
survival when fashion inevitably changes again. 
This is no homogenous rehash of ‘Nevermind’. 
Tracks like ‘Spit You Out’ undoubtedly owe the 
sprawling chaos that was ‘Nirvana: Live At 
Reading’ a fiver, but luckily the Toronto trio also 
steal a sideways glance at those noisy bastards 
in Mudhoney and Melvins. Raucous, filthy and 
hummable in equal measure, ‘II’ says METZ are 
here to stay; so prepare to get dirty.

FOR FANS OF: Mudhoney, Nine Black Alps, 
Nirvana GARETH PIERCE

INME  [6]
 ‘TRILOGY: DAWN’

(PLEDGEMUSIC)

InMe have managed to 
duck and dodge changing 
trends over the years, 
tiptoeing through the nu 
metal meltdown and emo 

boom of the noughties to emerge as elder 
statesmen of the proggier end of the spectrum. 
‘Dawn’, the first of three crowdfunded albums 
to be released this year, is a big, anxious, 
complicated expedition that glides between 
moods and sounds with admirable gusto. While 
it’s incredibly grandiose and uncomfortably 
earnest at times, these criticisms are par for the 
course with InMe these days, so our advice is 
to hush, buckle up and enjoy the ride for a bit.

FOR FANS OF: Tool, Skyharbor, Porcupine Tree 
 ALEX DELLER

KOJI  [8]
 ‘FURY’

(NO SLEEP)

Prolific lone wolf Koji has 
resurfaced, topping his stack 
of mostly short releases 
with another EP that’s hard 
not to be moved by. The 

Pennsylvania solo artist bares his soul here 
in his ever-earnest style, with ‘Breaking And 
Broken’ delivering the perfect moody, self-
pitying vibe to stare out of train windows to. 
But while the sentiment is the same, the music 
is quite a departure from his largely unplugged 
back catalogue. Backed by a full band, Koji has 
embraced an electric, crunchy grunge sound, 
with trudging riffs like those on ‘Question’ 
harking back to the mid ’90s with style.

FOR FANS OF: All Get Out, Alcoa,  
Into It. Over It. ALEX REEVES

JOHN COFFEY  [8]
 ‘THE GREAT NEWS’

(V2 / SHELLSHOCK)

On this third album, 
The Netherlands’ John 
Coffey (named after the 
supernaturally gifted Green 
Mile character) channel 

the kind of kick-ass punk ‘n’ roll hardcore spirit 
you’d associate with the likes of The Bronx and 
Every Time I Die. But while their similarities 
to such stateside luminaries are notable, the 
quintet never sound like copyists when they’re 
belting out songs like the killer single ‘Broke 
Neck’ or the exuberantly frenetic, horn-laden 
‘Heart Of A Traitor’. Sure, they have their 
influences, but ‘The Great News’ is an album 
that’s choc-full of quality and irrepressible 
energy, and it definitely makes John Coffey 
stand out from the crowd.  

FOR FANS OF: Every Time I Die, The Bronx, 
Wilson TIM NEWBOUND

MILES AWAY  [7]
 ‘TIDE’

(SIX FEET UNDER)

Aussie hardcore mainstays 
Miles Away may not be 
regarded in the same cult 
status as Blacklisted and 
American Nightmare, but 

have followed a similar line of progression over 
their 13 years in the game. What was once 
breakneck youth crew speed is now weightier 
and more emotional, a direct reflection of 
their experiences growing up, slowing down 
and throwing more weighty punches. ‘Tide’ is 
easily the band’s most melodic work yet too, 
with gravelly backing vocals and more textured 
guitar work breaking up the barrage of power 
chords and Nick Horsnell’s hoarse yell. ‘Let The 
Words Roll By’ is a standout, with a chanting 
chorus breaking new ground for the five-piece.

FOR FANS OF: Defeater, Bane, Have Heart 
 SARAH O’CONNOR

OLD AGAIN  [7]
 ‘GREY SKY STATE OF MIND’

(ARTERY / STAY SICK)

You might think any music 
from the first signees to 
Chris ‘Fronz’ Fronzak of Attila 
fame’s record label Stay Sick 
would be belligerent, R-rated 

or at the very least a little sweary, but Floridian 
pop-punks Old Again have offered up a debut 
album that’s positively polite in comparison to 
Fronz’ tongue-in-cheek tomfoolery. The brash, 
chunky riffs and lyrical introspection on ‘Made 
Of Mistakes’ makes for a clumsy juxtaposition, 
but refined ballad ‘Almost Always’ and the gallop 
of ‘Never Been Better’ proves this band doesn’t 
need to eff, jeff or even seethe for their quality 
to shine.

FOR FANS OF: Like Pacific, Knuckle Puck,   
Neck Deep ANDY BIDDULPH

“Miss Vincent are More than 

just another body on the pile.”

KORPIKLAANI  [7]
 ‘NOITA’

(NUCLEAR BLAST)

Korpiklaani sound a bit 
mad. Especially when a 
raucous album like ninth 
effort ‘Noita’ juxtaposes 
itself against anything that 

doesn’t owe a debt to Ronnie James Dio. And 
even though the Finnish sextet look barmy too 
– as if the Time Team crew downed tools – 
they’re actually a group that makes great heavy 
music. Underneath the folk facade is a strikingly 
strong metal frame that could stand alone from 
the decorative trills of accordion and fiddle if it 
needed to. Because in addition to being as fun 
as it is crazy, ‘Noita’ is solid metal from start 
to finish.

FOR FANS OF: Finntroll, Turisas, Eluveitie 
 RICHARD CARTEY

PJ BOND  [6]
 ‘WHERE WERE YOU?’

(XTRA MILE)

Any musician who hails 
from New Jersey and 
pens songs with heart-
on-sleeve lyrics, groove-
laden hooks and a liberal 

sprinkling of piano is most likely going to be 
likened to Bruce Springsteen in some way. New 
Brunswick’s PJ Bond proudly and purposefully 
channels The Boss on ‘Calm In The Corner’, 
with that unmistakable drawl and Americana-
tinged jangling guitar. Its unashamed injection 
of country-inspired chops continues apace 
throughout the album and comes to a head on 
the majestic ‘Lucknow To Birmingham’. While 
‘Where Were You?’ isn’t the most original thing 
out there, it’s enjoyable nonetheless.

FOR FANS OF: Brian Fallon, Bruce Springsteen, 
Wilco OLI ROBERTSON

MISS VINCENT  [7]
‘REASONS NOT TO SLEEP’

(ENGINEER)

Miss Vincent like to keep 
things dark and brooding, 
and the follow up to ’13’s 
‘Creepy’ keeps this trend 
alive. ‘Reasons Not To 

Sleep’ oozes anthemic and melodic punk 
rock indifference that harks back to the early 
horror-fuelled days of AFI with a twinge of 
British moodiness. With ‘DNR’ echoing murky 
atmospheres, ‘Disparate, Desperate’ flickering 
about like an old reel of film and ‘How Much 
Further’ blasting out buoyant beats and bleak 
hooks, Miss Vincent have mixed the right 
amount of slick edge and tuneful singalong 
attitude to become more than just another body 
on the pile.

FOR FANS OF: AFI, Creeper, Alkaline Trio 
 JACK ROGERS

2008 2015

2012

Modestep drummer Pat Lundy (second 
right) has popped up all over the place 
over the years. Where will he go next?

IN LUNDY 
WE TRUST
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Debut album ‘Vultures’
released 11th May 2015
Vinyl | CD | Download

Order the debut album ‘Vultures’ now from itunes and One Little Indian
goddamntheband.com    twitter.com/goddamntheband   facebook.com/goddamntheband



biffy clyro
‘puzzle’
(warner music)
‘Puzzle’ was the Biffy album, eh? It’s the 
album that launched on a journey skyward 
that still hasn’t ended and seemed like that 
dude on the cover with a piece of his side 
missing was everywhere back when it was 
released in 2007. Well, everywhere but on 
vinyl, that is. The trio’s landmark album is 
finally getting a vinyl release. Yep, wax fans 
can get their Biffy fix with a big old wax 
edition of the album, out this month. Be 
quick though, they’re limited to 3,000...

slayer
‘when the stillness comes’
(nuclear blast)
Slayeeeeeeeuuuurrrrrrggggghhh. There may 
be much, much (much) more metal things 
out there than vinyl, but in lieu of etching 
an album onto some metal, playing it on 
shovels or something, Slayer are debuting 
brand new track ‘When The Stillness Comes’ 
on a limited edition 7” this month. It’s not 
available online either (even though it’s not 
2002), so get yourself down to your local 
record shop and sniff it out. Who knows, it 
could even be a taste of their as-yet-untitled 
new album. *throws horns*

mastodon
‘atlanta’ 
(reprise)
Mastodon don’t do things by halves, do 
they? The proggy Atlantan metallers have 
re-released ‘Blood Mountain’ on vinyl 
already this year and a brand spanking new 
‘Crack The Skye’ package is on the way in 
early June as part of their Reprise reissue 
series, but they’ve also just released another 
vinyl featuring brand new song ‘Atlanta’. 
That’s right, there’s a brand new Mastodon 
out there. Right now. As in, it exists right 
this second. What are you waiting for? Go 
find it.

ELSEWHERE THIS
MONTH...

red city radio  [7]
 ‘RED CITY RADIO’

(STAPLE)

These Oklahoma punk 
rockers take a new approach 
to their finely-tuned gutsy 
formula on album three. 
With folk a clear inspiration 

this time around, there’s a soul-drenched heart 
added to their previous rock ‘n’ roll groove. 
Tracks like the opening ‘Whatcha Got?’ and 
‘Stranger’ confidently carry Red City Radio’s 
steam with such momentum and complete 
sincerity. The songs speak louder than ever 
before with unmistakable self belief, and 
although their self-titled album is their most 
understated to date, it’s a truly satisfying, 
celebratory listen.

For Fans oF: Hot Water Music, Dave Hause, 
Off With Their Heads Giles biDDer

tHe early noVember  [6]
 ‘IMBUE’

(RISE)

When The Early November 
released 2003 debut, 
‘The Room’s Too Cold’, it 
marked Ace Enders out as 
a songwriter sappier than 

Chris Carrabba and more musically ambitious 
than most bands in that early-’00 emo genre. 
Both elements are present in this fourth full-
length, namely on the searing, earnest ‘Better 
This Way’ and the catchy, distorted ‘Boxing 
Nostalgia’, but at times, as on ‘I Don’t Care’ and 
‘Nothing Lasts Forever’ the combination can be 
too convoluted for its own good. Still, even if it 
occasionally misses a beat, this record’s heart is 
in the right place.

For Fans oF: Jimmy Eat World, Mae, 
Something Corporate  mischa pearlman

tHe dirty yoUtH  [4]
 ‘GOLD DUST’

(TRANSCEND)

Creeping from the depths of 
South Wales into the light, 
The Dirty Youth struggle 
to bring their brand of 
melodramatic rock to the 

next level with this effort. The majority of the 
album sounds incredibly familiar – almost as 
though they were so determined to define their 
sound that they ended up repeating themselves. 
There are some hugely catchy choruses 
throughout and vocalist Danni Monroe’s vocals 
are feisty, it’s just a shame she’s belting out 
cringeworthy lyrics like “Aftershow party / 
bedroom karate / talk about the things that turn 
you on.” ‘Gold Dust’ lives up to its title, in that 
the best bits are scattered, and difficult to find.

For Fans oF: Amaranthe, Halestorm, 
Heaven’s Basement aaron hastinGs

sKinny lister  [8]
 ‘DOWN ON DEPTFORD BROADWAY’

(XTRA MILE)

This band sound pretty much 
exactly how you’d expect 
them to sound. Skinny 
Lister’s new album ‘Down 
On Deptford Broadway’ 

is typical of this heart warming shanty-punk 
band. Tracks like ‘Trouble On Oxford Street’, 
‘Cathy’ and ‘What Can I Say’ show the band 
to be a pure, honest folk-punk troupe but who 
are genuine as they come and true masters of 
storytelling. Moving on from 2012’s ‘Forge & 
Flagon’ – which proved this London sextet are a 
seriously fun band – these 12 songs take them 
to a more accessible, hip-shaking, even more 
loveable level.

For Fans oF: The Pogues, Flogging Molly, 
Chuck Ragan Giles biDDer

silVerstein  [6]
 ‘I AM ALIVE IN EVERYTHING I TOUCH’

(RISE)

While they weren’t the first 
to merge crunching post-
hardcore, caustic howls 
and swooping melodies, 
longstanding Toronto men 

Silverstein have outlasted many of their peers 
and have more lead in their pencil than many 
of today’s young pretenders. This latest outing 
sees them stick to a fairly safe and well-
charted course, offering up a series of tautly-
constructed anthems that run the sonic and 
emotional range of their capabilities. From 
the fury of ‘Milestone’ to the schizoid surge 
of ‘Je Me Souviens’ and the overblown pomp 
of string-swept closer ‘Toronto’ it’s all here, 
making for a satisfying, familiar ride.

For Fans oF: Pianos Become The Teeth, 
Thursday, Grade aleX Deller

raVeneye  [6]
 ‘BREAKING OUT’

(ROOK / KOBALT)

As the brainchild of Oli 
Brown – a UK blues 
prodigy with three solo 
albums and a string of 
plaudits to his name – 

it’s no surprise that RavenEye’s debut EP is a 
seriously accomplished affair. Having sold his 
soul for rock ‘n’ roll, the frontman delivers a 
pretty impressive Chris Cornell impression over 
a musical backdrop that alternates between 
polished post-grunge (see the title cut) and 
anthemic hard rock stomp (‘Get It Started’). But 
while RavenEye’s musicianship is always on 
point, the trio are occasionally lacking in that 
all-important grit and passion that defines truly 
great rock ‘n’ roll.

For Fans oF: Rival Sons, Priestess, 
Soundgarden miKe Kemp

 

real friends  [8]
‘MORE ACOUSTIC SONGS’

(FEARLESS)

Real Friends’ debut full-
length ‘Maybe This Place Is 
The Same And We’re Just 
Changing’ was one of the 
most affecting, endearingly 

broken albums of last year. It was sad in all the 
right ways, but the band have found a way to 
dial up the emotion to 11 on this acoustic EP. 
There are two stripped back takes on songs from 
that album and old favourite ‘Late Nights In My 
Car’ on ‘More Acoustic Songs’, but it’s a sublime 
cover of The Starting Line’s ‘Island’ that really 
makes this exercise in restraint worthwhile, and 
bumps this band a little further along the path to 
pop-punk stardom.

For Fans oF: The Wonder Years, Neck Deep, 
Pentimento anDY biDDulph

“‘MORE AcOuSTIc SONgS’ buMpS REAL FRIENdS A LITTLE 
FuRTHER ALONg THE pATH TO pOp-puNk STARdOM.”

sUPerHeaVen  [7]
 ‘OURS IS CHROME’

(SIDEONEDUMMY)

After debut album ‘Jar’ 
established Superheaven 
(née Daylight) as one of 
the best bands doing the 
whole punk-goes-’90s 

thing, following it up was never going to be 
easy. Mostly, they’ve lived up to their own 
lofty standards; chunky grunge tones sound 
huge throughout and the swelling choruses 
on ‘Leach’ and ‘I’ve Been Bored’ show just 
how refined their grunge-borrowing fare has 
become, even through all the vocal nonchalance 
and meandering verses. More of those 
moments would’ve helped, though – songs like 
‘All The Pain’ and ‘From The Chest Down’ cry 
out for a change of pace that never comes.

For Fans oF: Citizen, Nirvana,   
Balance And Composure rYan De Freitas

sHields  [6]
 ‘GUILT’

(SELF-RELEASE)

It might only be their second 
EP in as many years, but 
Shields have done their 
growing reputation no 
damage at all with their 

latest effort. After an aural rollicking from 
the opening grunt of ‘I’ve Dealt With Worse’, 
the London five-piece remain in attack mode 
throughout the dark and dense destruction of 
‘No Hope’ and the wonderfully dirty title track 
– the record’s heaviest opus. The personal 
content of ‘Jordan’, about a friend of vocalist 
Joe Edwards who took his own life, draws out 
the band’s melodic side but retains that dark 
streak that runs through the veins of ‘Guilt’ and 
makes this EP so gripping.

For Fans oF: For The Fallen Dreams,   
Of Mice & Men, Suicide Silence   maX barrett

Plain WHite t’s  [4]
 ‘AMERICAN NIGHTS’

(MEGAFORCE)

The one hit wonder: the 
cruelest form of success 
for any artist. Plain White 
T’s have always been an 
entirely competent pop-

rock outfit, demonstrated here with the opening 
duo of the title track and ‘Pause’, both chock to 
the brim with the exact same inoffensive radio 
rock sounds as Imagine Dragons and American 
Authors. Unfortunately, nothing stacks up 
against their monstrous career-defining 
smash ‘Hey There Delilah’ and therein lies the 
problem. Casual listeners will keep shuffling 
through Spotify while fans will have to work 
hard to be engaged instead of skipping through 
the back catalogue. Not great.  

For Fans oF: Boys Like Girls, We The Kings,  
Jimmy Eat World sarah o’connor

[82] rocksound.tv



If you lIke Rock Sound MagazIne, you’ll 
love what we do onlIne. foR all the 
lateSt newS aS It happenS, the beSt 
photoS, excluSIve StReaMS, vIdeoS, 

InteRvIewS and So Much MoRe, poInt youR 
bRowSeR to www.ROCKSOUND.TV  

and tell youR MateS, yeah? theRe’S MoRe 
than enough to go aRound...

YOU KNOW WE HAVE A 
WEBSITE, RIGHT?

Hey! You THEre!

rocksound rocksound.tv rocksound.tumblr.comrocksound rocksound

fInd Rock Sound acRoSS the web



MYSTERY BAND 01 
Who are these cheeky chaps, then? They’re dashing 
enough to be Actors, but not just in this game 
for Money, Power or even Fame. If you’re in the 
know enough to get this one, you’ve clearly got 
your Priorities straight. That’s the Whole Truth.

MYSTERY BAND 02 
It’s not exactly set in Concrete yet, but we reckon 
this Transatlantic troupe are set to be massive. If 
pop-punk’s your bag, you’ll know this straight away. 
Not so hot on the genre? Maybe you’ll be Drowning 
Deep In Doubt…

MYSTERY BAND 03 
Go on, open your Eyelids and take a guess 
at who this ethereal three-piece are. The 
blurred version of the photo may look a little 
like White Noise, but the Massachusetts 
band are about more than Smoke and Mirrors.

MYSTERY BAND 04 
They don’t give a fuck about their bad reputations, 
this lot. One thing you need to know: they’re all 
About That Life. Though not the most popular 
bunch, we’re pretty sure this rowdy band are a lot of 
people’s Guilty Pleasure.

...IS THAT YOU?
We’ve blurred out some familiar faces here, because ‘Blurryface’. Can you guess who they are?

TWENTY ONE PILOTS                                 [8]
‘BLURRYFACE’ (FUELED BY RAMEN)

Introspective, razor-tongued and impossible to pin 
down, Twenty One Pilots are unlike any other band 
you’ve heard. While 2013’s ‘Vessel’ creaked under the 
weight of their ideas, Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun have 
pulled something special out of the bag here; nailing 
their blend of hyperspeed poetry and alt-pop with this 
latest effort. When a line like “This is not rap, this is not 
hip-hop, just another attempt to make the voices stop” 
tears out of the speakers just seconds in, you know 
it’s going to be an emotional ride, but the duo balance 
self-interrogation with immense, irrepressible melodies. 
They revel in contradictions, dissecting music industry 
politics on absurdly catchy radio jam ‘Lane Boy’ and 

yearning for their youth as they lunge for stardom on 
‘Stressed Out’. It’s smart but rarely glib, vulnerable and 
defiant in equal measure. They’ve retained their stylistic 
variety too; opting for a wide range of instrumentation 
and putting together arrangements that beat the 
mainstream co-writing squads at their own game. This 
is exactly the album they needed to make, and even a 
couple of relatively vanilla cuts towards the end can’t 
drag it down. ‘Blurryface’ may prove polarizing, but it 
could easily make Twenty One Pilots a phenomenon. 

FOR FANS OF: Panic! At The Disco, Itch,   
Andrew McMahon                                     ROB SAYCE
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VICTORIAN HALLS  [4]
 ‘HYPERALGESIA’

(VICTORY)

 
Bouncing onto the scene in 
’11 with a debut full-length 
packed full of dancefloor 
destruction, Victorian 
Halls poured more pop 

sensibilities than most into their abrasive post-
hardcore. The Chicago threepiece return with 
‘Hyperalgesia’, which means an increased 
sensitivity to pain. That’s interesting, as is 
the collision of musical styles on this album. 
Their sound isn’t quite so similar to The Blood 
Brothers anymore, but it feels like they were 
unsure how to fill the void. Individually, odd 
songs like the sugary ‘Tonight Only The Dead’ or 
the brooding ‘Liars’ are good, but they don’t get 
along well as a whole.

FOR FANS OF: Fall Out Boy, Spitalfield,   
Panic! At The Disco ALEX REEVES

THE VINTAGE CARAVAN  [6]
 ‘ARRIVAL’

(NUCLEAR BLAST)

‘Arrival’ should be 
jawdropping. That’s the 
minimum expected of much-
hyped Icelandic retro rockers 
The Vintage Caravan – 

now on their third full-length despite none of 
the trio being older than 22. Because, if their 
2011 self-titled debut and 2012’s ‘Voyage’ were 
rapturously received, a few more miles on the 
clock should make ‘Arrival’ even better, right? 
You’d have thought so, but while it does have 
thrillers like ‘Carousel’, there’s the awkward 
intro to ‘Innerverse’ and small-time pub rock 
saunter of ‘Crazy Horses’. The Vintage Caravan 
have serious talent, there’s no debate. But they 
don’t do themselves justice on ‘Arrival’.

FOR FANS OF: Witchcraft, Priestess, 
Graveyard RICHARD CARTEY

TURNOVER  [7]
 ‘PERIPHERAL VISION’

(RUN FOR COVER)

Where many used to look 
skyward and soar, at the 
moment there’s a trend of 
bands looking downwards 
for their inspiration. That 

most certainly applies to Virginia grunge types 
Turnover, who slink and mope their way through 
a second album, albeit with a cleaner more 
crisp take on the sludgy riffs and mumbled 
vocals of their contemporaries. It’s still dour 
stuff (and in this genre, misery is only to be 
encouraged) but every so often there’s an 
odd bright-eyed glimmer like shimmering, 
considered highlight ‘Diazepam’ that suggests 
not only are Turnover not all that sad any more, 
but they’re all the better for it.

FOR FANS OF: Superheaven, Tigers Jaw, 
Citizen ANDY BIDDULPH

TRASH BOAT  [8] 
‘BRAINWORK’

(HOPELESS)

Off the back of last year’s 
impressive EP ‘Look Alive’ 
and extensive touring, St 
Albans’ own Trash Boat 
recently became the latest 

UK export to be snapped up by Hopeless 
Records, and their first effort for the label finds 
them in jubilant mood. With ‘Perspectives’ 
hitting the heady heights of retro melody, 
‘Eleven’ speeding by with frenzied exuberance 
and ‘As Seen On Screen’ bouncing around 
with hardcore leaning acceptance, ’Brainwork’ 
is another creditably solid brick in the ever 
expanding and strengthening wall of UK pop 
punk and one which should see Trash Boat 
propelling themselves even further.

FOR FANS OF: Neck Deep, ROAM, Like Pacific  
 JACK ROGERS

WARS  [7]
 ‘AND SO THE SEA WILL CLAIM US ALL’

(SELF-RELEASE)

There’s something 
enchantingly nostalgic about 
the debut EP from Rugby 
metal new boys Wars. 
And having only kicked off 

their journey earlier this year, they’re already 
showing oodles of potential. Opener ‘Gamblers 
Ruin’ swings like a multi-tonal pendulum 
between frantic screams and ambient melodies. 
And while said formula runs throughout ‘Eight 
On The Balantine Scale’ and ‘Weathered 
Eyes’, the five-piece cleverly draw from a host 
of metal’s sub-genres without making this 
EP sound disjointed. Judging by the hardcore 
aggression of ‘The Leviathan And The Liar’, 
Wars are about to start a conflict of their own.

FOR FANS OF: Bury Tomorrow, Architects, 
Devil Sold His Soul MAX BARRETT

THE WINTER PASSING  [6]
 ‘A DIFFERENT SPACE OF MIND’

(FIST IN THE AIR / 6131)

Irish quintet The Winter 
Passing’s debut album offers 
up 10 tracks that boast 
plenty of charm, originality 
and highly memorable 

indie-punk melodicism. There’s a strong level 
of diversity about ‘A Different Space Of Mind’, 
too: from the jangly Cut-Ups-style pop-punk of 
opener ‘The Fever’ and ‘Bottle Green’ to the 
moody, borderline-shoegaze narrative of ‘Grazed 
Knees’ and the plaintive ‘Fruits Of Gloom’, 
which boast inflections of Jimmy Eat World and 
Brand New throughout. All of which makes for 
a truly enjoyable record, albeit one that lacks 
finesse at times. They’ve got the nuts and bolts 
sorted, though.

FOR FANS OF: The Cut-Ups, The Forecast, 
Jimmy Eat World TIM NEWBOUND

WE ARE THE OCEAN [7]
‘ARK’

(BMG CHRYSALIS)

Progression has always 
been the name of the game 
for We Are The Ocean, and 
after a year or so kicking 
their heels in the studio 

tinkering with their fourth effort, they’ve finally 
delivered an album that’s worthy of such a 
lengthy time away. ‘Ark’ is full of big moments. 
From the gospel choir on ‘Remember To 
Remember Them’ to the gargantuan chorus on 
‘Wild’, it’s an album of great scope. And while 
the odd misstep like sluggish ballad ‘Hope 
You’re Well’ was bound to happen when they 
were taking so many risks, it’s hard not to be 
impressed by the ambition Liam Cromby and 
Co. show here.

FOR FANS OF: Biffy Clyro, Young Guns,  
Foo Fighters ANDY BIDDULPH

“It’s hard not to be Impressed by the 
ambItIon LIam Cromby and Co. show here.”

THREE DAYS GRACE  [5]
 ‘HUMAN’

(RCA)

 
For their fifth full-length, 
balls-out Canadian rockers 
Three Days Grace have 
replaced original singer 
Adam Gontier with new 

vocalist Matt Walst. The latter certainly does 
his best to assert himself here, and does well 
on the tense and epic ‘Fallen Angel’ and the 
poignant gruffness of ‘Car Crash’. But these 
songs rely on clichés too often – both musically 
and lyrically – which, even on their most 
successful moments, such as stirring closer ‘The 
Real You’, renders them much less powerful 
and effective than they strive to be.

FOR FANS OF: Linkin Park, Shinedown,   
Thirty Seconds To Mars MISCHA PEARLMAN

WOAHNOWS  [8]
 ‘UNDERSTANDING AND EVERYTHING ELSE’

(BIG SCARY MONSTERS)

 
Having refined their frenetic 
indie-punk over a series of 
promising EPs, Plymouth’s 
Woahnows have finally 
delivered a debut full-length. 

It’s been worth the wait. The trio have always 
brought a certain fun factor to their ragtag punk 
rock, but it’s never been incorporated into such 
well-written songs as ‘Sounds Like Spitting’, 
‘Life In Reverse’ and ‘Watching Accidents’. Even 
when straying from the typical modus operandi 
during the surprisingly heavy turn taken on 
‘Livid/Rise’ or the minor-key intensity of ‘No 
Such Thing’, ‘Understanding...’ is never too far 
away from the light-hearted charm that makes 
this band so special.

FOR FANS OF: Dananananaykroyd, Brawlers, 
Pup RYAN DE FREITAS

WILL HAVEN  [8]
 ‘OPEN THE MIND TO DISCOMFORT’

(ARTERY)

Will Haven may not be 
the most prolific band 
in business, but you 
can always rely on the 
Sacramento bruisers to 

deliver some of the most punishing metal 
around. Their core sound remains intact on this 
newbie, with abrasive screams and churning, 
doom-laden riffs serving to create a typically 
uneasy listening experience. On the flipside, 
however, Adrien Contreras’ keyboards now 
play a more prominent role, adding layers of 
ethereal ambience to the likes of ‘Soul Leach’ 
and ‘The Comet’. All in all, ‘Open The Mind To 
Discomfort’ couldn’t be more aptly titled.

FOR FANS OF: Breach, Knut, Neurosis   
 MIKE KEMP

We love Trash Boat’s name. 
It’s rubbish (geddit?), but 
great. There are some more 
of our favourite bands we 
reckon could embrace the 
bin-themed names too, like...

WHAT A 
LOAD OF 
RUBBISH

BINNY TALENT
FRNKIERO ANDTHE 

REFUSECOLLECTION
BALANCE AND 
COMPOSTERS
RECYCLOSIS

BIN ATLANTIC
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SLEEPING WITH SIRENS [8]
& PIERCE THE VEIL [8]
SUPPORT: 
ISSUES [7]
THE FORUM, LONDON 
FRIDAY, APRIL 10
WORDS: Andy Biddulph  PHOTOS: Ben Gibson

Issues: living the life of a... two? 

Jaime shows the
fans some ’preciation

Looking sharp, Kellin

Nick Martin: terrified 
of his own feet[88] rocksound.tv



After what’s felt like 
an age, it’s finally here. The 
World Tour date no. 68 rolls 
into London and scene 
darlings Sleeping With Sirens 

and Pierce The Veil have brought their flashy, 
well-oiled showpiece to British shores after 
months of touring. Yes! 
Joining Kellin, Vic and Co. on this European 
leg are Issues, and judging by the screams 
that greet them as they blast through a 
thumping ‘Life Of A Nine’ , it’s going to be 
a loud, lairy night. It’s their first time in 
the capital without now-studio member 
Ty Acord, and his absence behind the 
keyboard means they lack some oomph 
and lean heavily on samples. A monumental 
wall of death on ‘Sad Ghost’ and Michael 
Bohn’s surprisingly passable pastiche of a 
British accent (“You alright?”) go some way 
towards plugging the gap, as does a soaring, 
hyperactive ‘Never Lose Your Flames’.
Tonight is chiefly about the bands who’ve 
been trekking across the globe for the past 
five months, though. Up first are Pierce The 

Veil, who charge through ‘Hell Above’ like 
they mean to demolish the room before their 
Floridian brothers have even emerged from 
their dressing room.
All of that time on the road is starting to 
show, too. They’re all swinging guitars 
and carefully choreographed steps on 
a jawdropping ‘Bulls In The Bronx’, and 
although the one-man-one-spotlight-and-
one-guitar antics of Vic’s solo version of ‘I’m 
Low On Gas And You Need A Jacket’ sparks a 
lull, they do just fine. Vic pulls a fan onstage 
to serenade her with ‘Bulletproof Love’ in 
a squeaky clean example of just how well 
Pierce The Veil can work a crowd, too. 
But the highlight of their set (and probably 
the night) is ‘King For A Day’. From the 
moment Kellin Quinn slinks onstage, 
fistbumps partner in crime Vic and starts his 
piercing (heh) guest vocals, the crowd reach 
deafening levels of noise. ’Sirens’ guitarist 
Nick Martin even runs on and steals Vic’s 
guitar at the end. It’s carefully controlled 
chaos, tonight’s main event and both 
vocalists sounding absolutely massive.

And then it’s Sleeping With Sirens’ turn. 
And boy, do they grab their evening-closing 
slot by the throat. Newbie ‘Kick Me’ is fist-
pumping, ferocious and oodles of fun, and 
before too long they’ve swaggered through 
‘Congratulations’ and ‘Here We Go’.
An acoustic segue into ‘Scene Two: Roger 
Rabbit’ and an achingly graceful cover of 
Goo Goo Dolls’ ‘Iris’ prompts even more 
singalongs, but it’s a one-two of tracks from 
new album ‘Madness’ that really makes 
their set. Beefed up by the addition of a live 
guitarist and a hefty helping of stage trickery, 
a streamer-lined ‘Go Go Go’ and pyro-fueled  
‘We Like It Loud’ are bigger and more ballsy 
than anything that comes before them, and 
surely mean that this band are about to 
charge skyward. 
And when accompanied by oodles of pyro, 
CO2 cannons and a huge, fiery waterfall from 
the sky, ‘If You Can’t Hang’ is the triumphant, 
night-closing anthem it was written to be 
all those years ago. Make no mistake: if and 
when these three bands roll into London 
again, they’ll be fucking unstoppable.

Er, guys... that’s not how you band

“Oi, Jaime.Get back onstage!”
KQ: Doing it now,

remembering it forever

CliCk 
here to see 

More Photos 
FroM the WorlD 

toUr
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“Five beers, please!”

SYSTEM OF
A DOWN [8]

WORDS: Max Barrett PHOTOS: Giles Smith

WEMBLEY ARENA, LONDON 
FRIDAY, APRIL 10

While Serj briefly offers his gratitude, System 
Of A Down’s lyricism has done most of the 
talking on behalf of both his band and 
those who they are honouring. Though the 
political domain may be a continuous uphill 
struggle, they have come out victorious this 
evening. Whether or not this sets them on 
the road to a proper comeback remains to 
be seen, but if this two-hour set of songs 
dating back a decade and more has proven 
anything, it’s that this simple greatest hits 
show has left us gagging for new material. 
Come on guys, please?

The long, snaking 
queues slithering around 
every corner of Wembley Arena 
sum up the big game feel of 
tonight’s one-off UK show; part 

of a world tour marking the centenary of 
the Armenian Genocide. And while such a 
subject deserves the full respect of those in 
attendance, there’s also the small matter 
of the long-awaited return of System Of 
A Down at hand. Barring the odd festival 
performance, it’s been years since the 
band graced a venue in this country, and 
it’s approaching a decade since their last 
album was released. So, is tonight solely 
about spreading their message, or are Serj 
Tankian and his troops gearing up to once 
again become a fully-functioning force? 
On the evidence of this performance, one 
statement is true and the other, while 
unconfirmed, looks a possibility. 
As the lights finally drop some 20 minutes 
later than scheduled, the big screens 
alight with the first of three animated and 
narrated clips depicting the key moments of 
the subject at hand and the consequences 
that followed. But as ‘Holy Mountains’ 
poignantly breaks the attentive silence, a 
chorus of roars echoes around the arena 
before the trio of ‘Jet Pilot’, ‘Suite-Pee’ and 
a ‘Prison Song’ medley serve as the warm 
up act that SOAD chose to omit from the 
bill. It’s a fairly static start from the quartet, 
aside from Serj’s infamous above-the-head-
finger-wagging. That’s understandable with 
just shy of two hours of their set still to go, 
but as ‘B.Y.O.B.’ drops midway through the 
first segment Wembley explodes into an 
unrelenting battleground. 
The delivery of the songs is impeccable 
for the most part, too. There are moments 
where band and crowd alike take a 
breather, but heavy hitters ‘P.L.U.C.K.’, 
‘Chop Suey!’ and ‘Bounce’ are cleverly 
placed to maintain the momentum – 
even Serj gets his hips wiggling and dad 
dancing in full swing. After the final VT 
intermission ends and plunges the arena 
into darkness, ‘Science’ sets it alight for the 
final showdown. And with guitarist Daron 
Malakian conducting before the breakdown 
of ‘Toxicity’, the floor litters with circle pits 
that overflow into the closing ‘Sugar’.

Guess who ate something 

spicy before the show

[90] rocksound.tv



“Will the owner of a 1995 Buick LeSabre

please see the front desk?”

“Wait, that’s my car!”

Shavo’s finding all of this hilarious...

CliCk 
here to see 

More Photos 
oF soAD At 
WeMBleY
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plastered across his face, while the crystal 
clear vocal of Aaron Pauley soars and makes 
‘Feels Like Forever’ and ‘Would You Still Be 
There’ echo from wall to wall. A poignant 
scream-along to ‘Second And Sebring’ 
brings to light just how important this band 
is to so many, before the closing fury of ‘The 
Depths’ and a rapturous ‘You’re Not Alone’ 
seals this as a staggering victory for OM&M. 
Their growth from scene sweethearts into 
fully-fledged metal titans is near completion. 
To Austin and the band, this might seem 
like just another day on the road and in the 
life of Of Mice & Men. In reality, this tour saw 
this band became one of the most powerful 
forces in heavy music, and they’re only 
going to get bigger from here.

On Saturday, March 
28, Of Mice & Men 
headlined, sold out and 
annihilated London’s Brixton 
Academy; a show that’s 

typical of this tour that most bands will 
spend their careers dreaming of. For Austin 
Carlile though, today is just another day 
at the office. “Everybody was making a big 
deal about Brixton,” he says. “It was very 
rewarding, we understand the importance 
and are humbled, but it’s just part of [the 
tour] and we’ve got to keep doing it.” The 
band certainly look like they mean business 
as their biggest ever UK jaunt rolls into 
Nottingham. Carlile and Co. are still dead 
set on proving why they’re one of modern 
metal’s hottest properties.
First though, Volumes warm the stage up 
in emphatic fashion. Their progressive, 
energetic metalcore racket is executed to 
perfection, and pummelling cuts like ‘The 
Mixture’ and ‘Wormholes’ send the already 
jammed room into raptures.
The Amity Affliction follow and execute their 
emotional post-hardcore with gusto. The 
band do seem a little jaded after a gruelling, 
almost non-stop year on the road, but that 
doesn’t stop ‘Chasing Ghosts’ and ‘Don’t 
Lean On Me’ receiving singalongs and push 
pits aplenty.
The last time Of Mice & Men played Rock 
City, it was to a packed room at Hit The 
Deck Festival back in 2012. Taking to 
the stage tonight in a haze of smoke 
and distortion before tearing straight 
into ‘Public Service Announcement’, the 
distance the band has covered since that 
fateful afternoon three years ago in terms 
of musical progression and showmanship 
is staggering. Ripping the roof clean off and 
sending shivers down a couple of thousand 
spines, the band charge through ‘You Make 
Me Sick’ and ‘Bones Exposed’ at breathless 
pace, while unbridled fury runs throughout 
older cuts ‘O.G. Loko’ and ‘Let Live’ leave 
the congregation before them thrashing 
around in frenzied awe. Austin has become 
a truly powerful master of ceremonies, 
sending ripples through the crowd with the 
flick of his wrist and a devilishly excited grin 

The Amity Affliction: On the up

Stage fright can strikeat the worst time

Volumes: Pretty damn loud
WORDS: Jack Rogers  PHOTOS: Carla Mundy

OF MICE & MEN [9]
SUPPORT: 
THE AMITY AFFLICTION [7]
& VOLUMES [7] 
ROCK CITY, NOTTINGHAM 
THURSDAY, APRIL 02

The Amity Affliction: Also pretty damn loud

[92] rocksound.tv



“The tour was this big!”

Alan Ashby: so good he doesn’t 

even need to see his guitar

Philip Mananshredder, more like

“Who reckons we’re headed for arenas, then?”  

CliCk 
here to see 
more piCs  
of om&m  

dominating 
nottingham
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5 SECONDS OF SUMMER
MAY DUBLIN O2 (28 / 29), BELFAST  
Odyssey Arena (30)
JUNE GLASGOW Hydro (01), NEWCASTLE Metro 
Arena (02), LEEDS Arena (03), BIRMINGHAM 
NIA (05 / 06), CARDIFF Arena (07), MANCHESTER 
Arena (09), LIVERPOOL Arena (10), LONDON 
Wembley Arena (12 / 13 / 14)
AC/DC

JUNE GLASGOW Hampden Park (28)
JULY DUBLIN Aviva Stadium (01), LONDON 
Wembley Stadium (04)
ALCOA

WITH MATT DAVIES & MATZE ROSSi
MAY LONDON Islington Academy (03)
ALL TIME LOW

WITH NECK DEEP
AUGUST EDINBURGH Corn Exchange (25)
AMERICAN FOOTBALL

MAY LONDON Electric Ballroom (13 / 14),  
LEEDS Brudenell Social Club (15),  
MANCHESTER Gorilla (16)
AMERICAN NIGHTMARE

APRIL LONDON Electric Ballroom (29 / 30)
ANDREW JACKSON JIHAD

JUNE LONDON Brixton Windmill (03), BRIGHTON 
Sticky Mike’s (04), PLYMOUTH Underground 
(06), SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (07), CARDIFF 
Moon Club (08), BIRMINGHAM Rainbow (10), 
MANCHESTER Deaf Institute (11), NEWCASTLE 
Think Tank (12), DUNDEE Buskers (13), 
GLASGOW Audio (14), LEICESTER Soundhouse 
(16), NORWICH Owl Sanctuary (17), CAMBRIDGE 
Portland Arms (18), LONDON Lexington (19), 
DUBLIN Fibber Magees (20)
ARCANE ROOTS

APRIL BRIGHTON Sticky Mike’s (29), CAMBRIDGE 
Portland Arms (30)
MAY BIRMINGHAM Temple (01), YORK Fibbers 
(03), LIVERPOOL Arts Club (05), OXFORD Academy 
(07), NOTTINGHAM Bodega (08), MANCHESTER 
Deaf Institute (09), NEWCASTLE Think Tank (10), 
GLASGOW King Tut’s (12), CHESTER Live Rooms 
(13), BRISTOL Exchange (14), TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
Forum (15), NORWICH Waterfront Studio (17), 
EXETER Cavern (19), READING Bowery District 
(20), GUILDFORD Boileroom (21), LONDON 
Oslo (22 / 23)
AS IT IS & THIS WILD LIFE

WITH SEAWAY & BOSTON MANOR
MAY KINGSTON Fighting Cocks (09), 
SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (10), CARDIFF Clwb 
Ifor Bach (11), READING Bowery District (12), 
LONDON Garage (13), NORWICH Epic Studios 

(14), LIVERPOOL Academy II (16), NEWCASTLE 
Academy II (17), GLASGOW King Tut’s (18), 
MANCHESTER Sound Control (19), OXFORD 
Academy II (21),   YEOVIL 
Westlands (22)
ATREYU

APRIL LONDON Underworld (29)
BAD RELIGION

AUGUST MANCHESTER Ritz (03), LEEDS Academy 
(04), BIRMINGHAM Institute (05), BRISTOL 
Academy (07), LONDON Forum (08)
BAYSIDE

MAY GLASGOW Audio (20), NOTTINGHAM 
Rock City (21), MANCHESTER Deaf Institute (22), 
SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (27), BRISTOL Exchange 
(28), EXETER Cavern (29), LONDON Oslo (30)
BEACH SLANG

MAY BRISTOL Exchange (09), MANCHESTER 
Tiger Lounge (10), BRIGHTON Sticky Mike’s (11), 
LONDON Stillery (12)
BEARTOOTH

WITH THE COLOR MORALE & DEAD HARTS
MAY READING Bowery District (18), 
BOURNEMOUTH Anvil (19), NORTHAMPTON 
Roadmenders (20), CARLISLE Brickyard (21), 
EDINBURGH Studio 24 (22)
BLACK STONE CHERRY

JUNE GLASGOW Garage (11), CORK Pavilion (15), 
DUBLIN Academy (16), BELFAST Ulster Hall (17)
CAPSIZE

WITH ’68 & CASEY
MAY LONDON Boston Music Room (17), 
SHEFFIELD Corporation (18), GLASGOW Audio 
(19), DUNDEE Buskers (20), BIRMINGHAM 
Oobleck (21), PLYMOUTH Junction (22), 
SWANSEA Scene (23)
CARTEL

MAY LONDON Islington Academy (22)
CIRCA SURVIVE & RX BANDITS

WITH FROM INDIAN LAKES
MAY BRIGHTON Haunt (18), LEEDS Key Club (19), 
NEWCASTLE Academy II (20), GLASGOW ABC II 
(21), NOTTINGHAM Rock City Basement (22), 
BIRMINGHAM Academy II (23), MANCHESTER 
Sound Control (25), BRISTOL Marble Factory (26), 
SOUTHAMPTON Engine Rooms (27), LONDON 
Electric Ballroom (28)
COAL CHAMBER

WITH SOIL, THE DEFILED & DOPE
MAY LEEDS University Stylus (20), NORWICH 
Waterfront (21), WARWICK University Copper 
Rooms (22), NOTTINGHAM Rock City (23), 
GLASGOW ABC (24), BRISTOL Motion (26), 

EXETER Lemon Grove (27), BRIGHTON Concorde 
II (28), WOLVERHAMPTON Wulfrun Hall (29), 
MANCHESTER Ritz (30), LONDON Koko (31)
COMEBACK KID

WITH BANE & MY IRON LUNG
MAY LONDON Garage (22)
DEATH CAB FOR CUTIE

JUNE LONDON Shepherd’s Bush Empire   
(08 / 09 / 10)
DEVIL SOLD HIS SOUL

APRIL LEEDS Key Club (30)
MAY GLASGOW Classic Grand (01), NORWICH 
Epic Studios (03), LONDON 100 Club (04) 
DIR EN GREY

MAY LONDON Islington Academy (23 / 24)
DUSTIN KENSRUE

MAY MANCHESTER RNCM Theatre (02), CARDIFF 
Glee Club (03), GLASGOW Oran Mor (05), 
BIRMINGHAM Glee Club (06), LONDON   
Union Chapel (07)
THE EARLY NOVEMBER

WITH YOU BLEW IT! & A GREAT BIG PILE OF LEAVES 
APRIL KINGSTON Fighting Cocks (29), LONDON 
Garage (30)
MAY SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (01)
FAITH NO MORE

JUNE GLASGOW Academy (14),  
LONDON Roundhouse (17)
THE FALL OF TROY

AUGUST LIVERPOOL Academy II (16), NEWCASTLE 
Academy II (17), EDINBURGH Studio 24 (18), 
LONDON Electric Ballroom (19), MANCHESTER 
Gorilla (20), NOTTINGHAM Rescue Rooms (22)
FALL OUT BOY

WITH PROFESSOR GREEN & MATT AND KIM
OCTOBER LEEDS Arena (03), ABERDEEN Arena 
(04), BIRMINGHAM Arena (06), CARDIFF Arena 
(07), MANCHESTER Arena (09), BOURNEMOUTH 
Centre (10), LONDON Wembley Arena (11 / 12)
FEARLESS VAMPIRE KILLERS

MAY NORWICH Arts Centre (04), OXFORD 
Academy (05), PLYMOUTH Hub (06), CARDIFF 
Clwb Ifor Bach (07), LONDON Underworld (08), 
BIRMINGHAM Academy III (10), GLASGOW 
King Tut’s (11), MANCHESTER Sound Control 
(12), LIVERPOOL Academy III (13), NEWCASTLE 
Academy II (14), SHEFFIELD Corporation (16), 
LEEDS Key Club (17), NOTTINGHAM Rock 
City Basement (18), BRISTOL Exchange (19), 
BRIGHTON Haunt (21),  
SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (22)
FINCH

WITH ONLY RIVALS
MAY GLASGOW Garage (27), NEWCASTLE 
University (28), MANCHESTER Academy II (29), 
NORWICH Waterfront (31)
JUNE BRIGHTON Concorde II (01), LONDON Koko 
(02), BRISTOL Marble Factory (03)
FIREWORKS

MAY KINGSTON Fighting Cocks (19), CARDIFF 
Clwb Ifor Bach (20), MANCHESTER Star & Garter 
(21), GLASGOW Classic Grand (22)
FOO FIGHTERS

MAY SUNDERLAND Stadium Of Light (25), 
MANCHESTER Old Trafford C.C.C. (27)
JUNE LONDON Wembley Stadium (19 / 20), 
EDINBURGH Murrayfield (23)
FRANK CARTER AND
THE RATTLESNAKES

MAY LONDON Sang Bleu (14) 
JUNE GLASGOW Ivory Blacks (04), MANCHESTER 
Star & Garter (06), BRISTOL Fleece (08), ST 
ALBANS Horn (09), SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (10)

FRNKIERO ANDTHE 
CELLABRATION

WITH MILK TEETH
MAY LONDON Underworld (10)
GALLOWS

WITH BABY GODZILLA
MAY GLASGOW Cathouse (22), LONDON Garage 
(26), MANCHESTER Sound Control (27)
GOLDFINGER

MAY MANCHESTER Club Academy (20), 
NEWCASTLE Academy II (21), BRISTOL Marble 
Factory (27), PORTSMOUTH Wedgewood Rooms 
(28), CARDIFF Globe (29)
HOOBASTANK, P.O.D. & 
ALIEN ANT FARM

MAY  LONDON Koko (07), WOLVERHAMPTON 
Wulfrun Hall (08), NOTTINGHAM Rock City (09), 
PLYMOUTH University (10), READING Sub 89 
(12), WREXHAM William Aston Hall (13), BRISTOL 
Motion (14), CARDIFF Y Plas (15), MANCHESTER 
Academy II (16), SOUTHAMPTON   
Engine Rooms (17)
THE HOTELIER

WITH EMPEROR X
MAY CARDIFF Clwb Ifor Bach (13), KINGSTON 
Fighting Cocks (14), SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (15), 
NORWICH Owl Sanctuary (17), NEWCASTLE Think 
Tank (18), GLASGOW Bloc (19), LEEDS Key Club 
(20), LONDON Borderline (21)
INCUBUS

JUNE LONDON Hammersmith Apollo (16)
KORN

WITH SNOT
JULY MANCHESTER Apollo (15), LONDON   
Brixton Academy (16)
LA DISPUTE & FUCKED UP

MAY LONDON Koko (26)
LEMURIA & DADS

WITH PERSONAL BEST
MAY MANCHESTER Sound Control (26), 
SHEFFIELD Harley (27), GLASGOW Audio (28), 
LEEDS Key Club (29), NOTTINGHAM Stuck On 
Name (30), NORWICH Epic (31)
JUNE PLYMOUTH Junction (01), CARDIFF 
Clwb Ifor Bach (02), BRISTOL Exchange (03), 
SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (04),  
LONDON Dome (05)
LESS THAN JAKE & ANTI-FLAG

AUGUST LONDON Brooklyn Bowl (08)
MAKE DO AND MEND

MAY LONDON Birthdays (12)
MANCHESTER ORCHESTRA

AUGUST BRIGHTON Concorde II (27)
MAN OVERBOARD

WITH MOOSE BLOOD, ROAM &   
SMILE AND BURN
APRIL WOLVERHAMPTON Slade Rooms (29), 
NEWCASTLE Think Tank (30)
MAY GLASGOW Audio (01), MANCHESTER Sound 
Control (02), LIVERPOOL Fury Fest (03), LEEDS 
Key Club (04), BELFAST Bar Sub (05), DUBLIN 
Fibber Magees (06)
MASKED INTRUDER

MAY MANCHESTER Sound Control (13), 

GLASGOW 13th Note (14), BRISTOL Exchange 
(15), KINGSTON Fighting Cocks (16),  
LONDON Borderline (17)
MEAT WAVE

MAY LONDON Lexington (11), MANCHESTER 
Castle (12), GLASGOW Bar Bloc (13), 
NOTTINGHAM Chameleon (14)
MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK

WITH THE XCERTS
MAY BIRMINGHAM Academy II (03),  
LONDON Koko (04)
THE MOVIELIFE

JUNE LONDON Electric Ballroom (18), 
BIRMINGHAM Academy II (19),  
MANCHESTER Academy II (20)
NECK DEEP

WITH PVRIS, BLOOD YOUTH & WASTER
MAY WREXHAM Central Station (22)
NIGHTWISH

WITH ARCH ENEMY & AMORPHIS
DECEMBER LONDON Wembley Arena (19)
NOFX & ALKALINE TRIO

JUNE BIRMINGHAM Academy (27),  
NEWCASTLE Academy (30)
JULY LEEDS Academy (03), LONDON   
Brixton Academy (04)
THE OFFSPRING

AUGUST MANCHESTER Apollo (25), LONDON 
Brixton Academy (26)
OFF WITH THEIR HEADS

MAY SOUTHAMPTON Joiners (06), LONDON 
Underworld (07), MANCHESTER Ruby Lounge 
(08), BRISTOL Exchange (09)
OPETH

OCTOBER LONDON Palladium (18)
PALM READER

MAY LONDON Old Blue Last (04), LONDON 
Black Heart (04), LONDON Brixton Windmill (04), 
KINGSTON Cricketers (04), GUILDFORD Star (04)
PITY SEX

MAY GUILDFORD Boileroom (17), LONDON 
Hoxton Square Bar & Kitchen (18), LIVERPOOL 
East Village Arts Club (20), GLASGOW Bar Bloc 
(21), CARDIFF Clwb Ifor Bach (26)

THE PRODIGY
MAY NEWCASTLE Academy (04), BRIDLINGTON 
Spa (05), BIRMINGHAM Academy (07), CARDIFF 
Arena (08), BLACKPOOL Empress Ballroom (09), 
READING Rivermead (11), BRIGHTON Centre 
(12), BOURNEMOUTH Centre (14), LONDON 
Alexandra Palace (15 / 16)
SET IT OFF

WITH DECADE & BRAWLERS
MAY GLASGOW King Tut’s (04), LONDON 
Underworld (06), MANCHESTER Sound Control 
(07), SHEFFIELD Corporation (08), BIRMINGHAM 
Asylum II (09), CARDIFF Clwb Ifor Bach (10)
SHIELDS & CARCER CITY

APRIL EDINBURGH Studio 24 (30)
MAY DUNDEE Buskers (01), WARRINGTON 
Doghouse (02), BOLTON Alma Inn (03), 
SHEFFIELD Corporation (05), HULL O’Riley’s 
(06), BIRMINGHAM Oobleck (07), HARLOW 
Square (08), PETERBOROUGH Radius (09), 

BRIDGEWATER Tiki Beach (10)
SOCIAL DISTORTION

MAY LONDON Shepherd’s Bush Empire (03)
STICK TO YOUR GUNS &
DEEZ NUTS 

WITH TRASH TALK & BEING AS AN OCEAN 
MAY GLASGOW Cathouse (05),  
LONDON ULU (06)
SUCH GOLD & TRANSIT

WITH CROOKS
MAY KINGSTON Fighting Cocks (03), NORWICH 
Epic (04), NOTTINGHAM Rock City Basement 
(05), GLASGOW Audio (07), NEWCASTLE Think 
Tank (08), MANCHESTER Sound Control (09), 
LONDON Borderline (20), SOUTHAMPTON 
Joiners (21), CARDIFF Four Bars (22)
TELLISON

APRIL EDINBURGH Electric Circus (29),  
LONDON Oslo (30)
MAY GUILDFORD Boileroom (01)
TITLE FIGHT

WITH MILK TEETH & COLD WORLD
MAY BRISTOL Thekla (02), LEEDS Outbreak Fest 
(03), GLASGOW Classic Grand (04), LONDON 
Tufnell Park Dome (06)
TWENTY ONE PILOTS

MAY GLASGOW ABC II (11), MANCHESTER Deaf 
Institute (12), BIRMINGHAM Hare & Hounds (13), 
LONDON Electrowerkz (14)

TWIN ATLANTIC 
WITH ELIZA AND THE BEAR & LONELY THE BRAVE
MAY MANCHESTER Albert Hall (05), LONDON 
Brixton Academy (07), BIRMINGHAM Academy 
(08), GLASGOW Hydro (09)
WE ARE THE OCEAN

MAY MILTON KEYNES Craufurd Arms (16), 
CAMBRIDGE Portland Arms (17), LIVERPOOL 
Arts Club (18), NOTTINGHAM Red Room (19), 
PLYMOUTH Underground (20), LONDON   
Electric Ballroom (22)
WILL HAVEN

WITH RAGING SPEEDHORN & PALM READER
MAY MANCHESTER Sound Control (24), YORK 
Duchess (25), GLASGOW ABC II (26), NEWCASTLE 
Academy II (27), NOTTINGHAM Rock City 
Basement (28)
WHILE SHE SLEEPS &
CANCER BATS 

WITH HUNDREDTH & OATHBREAKER 
APRIL GLASGOW ABC (29), LONDON Forum (30)
WOVENWAR

WITH AS LIONS
MAY NOTTINGHAM Rock City (27), MANCHESTER 
Sound Control (28), LONDON Underworld (29), 
BRISTOL Exchange (30), GLASGOW King Tut’s (31)
YOUNG GUNS

MAY GUILDFORD Boileroom (29), CHESTER Live 
Rooms (30), CARLISLE Brickyard (31)
JUNE PETERBOROUGH Cresset (01), 
WOLVERHAMPTON Wulfrun Hall (03), CARDIFF 
Y Plas (04), MANCHESTER Academy II (05), 
NORWICH Waterfront (06), LONDON Scala (08), 
GLASGOW Garage (09), SHEFFIELD Plug (10)

gig
guide
What’s rocking the live 
circuit this Month...

IMPERICON
WHEN? May 04
WHERE? 
Manchester Academy
WHO’S PLAYING? 
Suicide Silence, The Ghost 
Inside, Whitechapel, Stick To 
Your Guns, Deez Nuts, Carnifex, 
Being As An Ocean, Ingested, 
Desolated, Adept. That’s 
your lot.
WEBSITE?
www.impericon.co.uk 
LOOK OUT FOR: 
The sweatiest, most unruly pits 
this side of Download Festival. 
We’re looking at you, Stick To 
Your Guns.

FESTIVAL SEASON IS ON THE 
WAY. WE PROMISE. HERE’S 
WHY YOU NEED TO   
GET EXCITED.

FESTIVAL GUIDE

rock sounD
festival 

coverage
brought to 

you by…

HEVY
WHEN? August 14 - 15
WHERE?  
Port Lympne Wild Animal 
Park, Kent
WHO’S PLAYING? 
Thrice, Coheed And Cambria, 
The Dillinger Escape Plan, The 
Get Up Kids, Touché Amoré, 
Hacktivist, Baby Godzilla, 
Monuments, Creeper, Fort 
Hope, Vales, Fathoms… it’s       
a good’un.
WEBSITE?
www.hevyfest.com 
LOOK OUT FOR: 
The return of Thrice. Thrice are 
back, everyone. Thrice!

DOWNLOAD
WHEN? June 12 - 14
WHERE?  
Donington Park, Leicestershire
WHO’S PLAYING? 
Slipknot, Muse, KISS, A Day To 
Remember, Black Veil Brides, 
Enter Shikari, Lamb Of God, 
Parkway Drive, Mallory Knox 
and about 900 other bands.  
WEBSITE?
www.downloadfestival.co.uk 
LOOK OUT FOR: 
The rise of rock’s young guns. 
Beartooth, ROAM and Code 
Orange were added to the bill 
recently. And they’re going to 
smash it.

READING & 
LEEDS
WHEN? August 28 - 30
WHERE?  
Richfield Avenue, Reading and 
Bramham Park, Leeds 
WHO’S PLAYING? 
Metallica, All Time Low, Panic! 
At The Disco, Alexisonfire, Limp 
Bizkit, New Found Glory and 
loads more awesome bands.
WEBSITE? 
www.readingandleedsfestival.com 
LOOK OUT FOR: 
Alexisonfire’s return to UK 
stages will be good… Oh, who 
are we kidding? It’s going to be 
absolutely brilliant.

 
VANS WARPED 
TOUR UK
WHEN? This year 
sometime.
WHERE? Alexandra Palace, 
London 
WHO’S PLAYING? We 
don’t even know yet.
WEBSITE? 
www.vanswarpedtouruk.com 
LOOK OUT FOR: 
Vans Warped Tour returning 
to the UK. We know absolutely 
nothing about who’s playing 
or when it’ll actually take place 
yet, but WARPED TOUR IS 
COMING BACK TO THE UK. And 
we are excited.
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Slam Dunk Festival takes place from May 23 – 25 in Leeds, Hatfield and Wolverhampton.
See www.rocksound.tv or www.slamdunkmusic.com for more.

the main event... 
SLAM DUNK FESTIVAL
SLAM DUNK HAPPENS SOON. REALLY SOON. YOU’RE PROBABLY RIDICULOUSLY 
EXCITED ALREADY, BUT HERE ARE SOME REASONS TO GET EXTRA STOKED. 
WORDS: Andy Biddulph  PHOTO: Giles Smith

YOU ME AT SIX 
COME HOME
Ten years of You Me At Six. 
Ten years of Slam Dunk 
Festival. You Me At Six’s 
debut album ‘Take Off 
Your Colours’ came out on 
Slam Dunk Records. Can 
you see where we’re going 
with this? They’re not 
playing the album in full, 
but have promised to dip 
into it. This headline set is 
going to be massive.

RULE BRITANNIA
You Me At Six. Architects. 
Don Broco. Lower Than 
Atlantis. While She Sleeps. 
Neck Deep. We Are The 
Ocean. Gallows. The link 
between that lot (besides 
the fact that we bloody 
love ’em) is that they’re 
the best of British. Yep, 
Slam Dunk 2015 is going 
to be crawling with UK 
bands doing what they do 
best, and we love it.

POP-PUNK
Philadelphia kings The 
Wonder Years are the pop-
punk big dogs this year, 
but for the first time in the 
history of ever, a US band 
is set to be pushed all the 
way by a UK contender. 
Watch out, Soupy, Hank 
The Pigeon and Co. – your 
Wrexham labelmates 
Neck Deep are coming for 
you, and they’re looking 
to take your crown.

MOSH LIVES
Enough about pop-punk. 
This year’s Slam Dunk 
Festival has got the heavy 
stuff on lock, too. Whether 
you want to rage with Thy 
Art Is Murder, fist pump 
to Stick To Your Guns or 
swagger along with The 
Bronx, you better iron your 
best, most comfortable 
mosh shorts. Those bad 
boys are going to get 
seriously sweaty.

PVRIS. 
JUST PVRIS.
There’s always one band 
who use Slammy D as a 
springboard to something 
huge. Last year it was 
Neck Deep. This year? 
Our money’s on a packed 
room and empty merch 
table for ethereal rock 
types PVRIS. You’re going 
to need to get in early for 
this lot, and you should 
really want to as well.
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5 issues of =£5*

ORDER NOW: 
ROCKSOUND.TV/SUBS 

OR CALL: 0844 249 0217
offer code: RSP200  offer eNdS: 27/05/15

LINES OPEN: Monday to Friday 8am to 8pm, Saturdays 9am to 1pm. 

+ 
MORE!

PLUS: 

GET A £20  
 

VOUCHER 
WITH NO MINIMUM SPEND 

FREE!
*5 for £5 offer applies to new Direct Debit customers only. After the first five issues you will continue to save 30% off the shop price, paying just £17.99 every six months. Impericon voucher offer limited to first 75 

new subscribers. Subscribers will receive their voucher as a code via email. After the first 75, new subscribers will receive a copy of ‘Restoring Force’ by Of Mice & Men on CD.



The New Album Out May 11th 
CD / LP / DL

www.wearetheocean.uk
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