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BOULDER, Colorado The U.S. government
has engineered the most ingenious, most
accurate clock in the world: the F-1 U.S.
Atomic Clock in Boulder, Colorado. Our 
extraordinary new Stauer Titanium Atomic
Watch utilizes the transmissions directly
from that remarkable cesium fission
atomic clock to report the most precise
time. This scientifically advanced timepiece
will gain or lose only one second over a 20 
million-year period. It is that accurate! This
perfectly tuned technological invention
with the super light strength of titanium is
now available for UNDER $130.

Super Light Titanium has two big advan-
tages over steel. One is corrosion resist-
ance and the other is that titanium has the
highest strength-to-weight ratio of any
metal, which means that titanium is 
approximately 45% lighter than steel. But
every other titanium watch that we can

find is priced at over $400, and none of
those are nearly as accurate as our atomic
movement. Stauer has decided to bring
these resources together in a timepiece
that has the most accurate movement 
available today. You'll never have to set this
watch. Just push one of the buttons and
you are synchronized with the atomic
clock in Colorado, and the hands of the
watch move to the exact time position. The
sleek black textured dial has luminous
hands and markers plus the timepiece is
water resistant to 3 ATM.

A Titanium-clad offer.This Titanium Atomic
Watch exceeds the accuracy of any Swiss
luxury automatic so you can be more
punctual and keep most of your money in
your wallet, not on your wrist.  Look at
your watch and we guarantee that the time
is incorrect, unless you are wearing the 
advanced atomic technology.

The Stauer Titanium Atomic Watch is not
available in stores and it comes with our
30 day money-back guarantee. If you're not
completely satisfied with the accuracy, 
simply return the watch for the full pur-
chase price. Includes a 2-year warranty on
the movement.

Super Light Titanium Timepiece Loses Only One Second Every 20 Million Years.

The Stauer Times

News Flash…. 

Government Gets Something Right

VOL. CLVII....No. 30,000

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. TTA4 -10 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com

Not Available in Stores
Stauer Titanium Atomic 

or 2 credit card payments of $64.50 +S&P

Call Toll-Free now to take advantage of 
this limited offer.

1-800-333-2045
Promotional Code TTA4 -10 
Please mention this code when you call.

Stauer®
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On the Cover:

George Gordon Meade cemented his place in history 
with the Union victory at Gettysburg. The irascible 

general known as “Old Snapping Turtle” probably would 
have preferred he be remembered as one of the nation’s 

preeminent engineers of the 19th century.

20
Two Roads Taken
As a boy, George Meade never 

wanted to be a warrior, but when 
given a chance to command 

armies during the Civil War, he 
repeatedly rose to the occasion.

By Duane Schultz
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ANTIETAM HELLSCAPE
Surgeons and soldiers referred to 
Antietam as a “hellscape” for weeks 
after the battle—parades of 
ambulances and wounded and 
dying men crammed into 
farmhouses serving as hospitals.

NO RESPECT
George Meade is probably the 
Rodney Dangerfield of Civil War 
generals. “I suppose after awhile it 
will be discovered I was not at 
Gettysburg at all,” he once griped.

INAUSPICIOUS START
Nathan B. Forrest began the war as 
a private, having never fought 
before. In July 1861, he was offered 
a command. The rest is history.



ADVERTISEMENT

Alabama’s Historic
Gulf Coast

Standing atop the fort with a view of the once 
embattled Mobile Bay, you can almost hear 
the command of Admiral David Farragut 
as he led his troops into battle, “Damn the  
torpedoes. Full speed ahead!” 

Voyage through time and revisit an era of adventure 
and bravery aboard the USS Alabama, or walk in a 
soldier’s footsteps and experience day-to-day life at 
Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines. Further exploration 
awaits at the area’s many museums that recall the Na-
tive American history, medical history and railroads 
that feature prominently in the Gulf Coast’s historical 
landscape. Learn more at www.GulfShores.com.

Suddenly, 
you’re in a whole different state of  

remembrance.

Fort-Morgan.org
888-666-9252

History comes alive when you step foot onto the hallowed ground at 

one of the country’s few remaining Civil War forts. Come experience 

the story of the Battle of Mobile Bay and learn how Fort Morgan 

played a pivotal role at one of our nation’s most crucial moments.
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WRITE TO US 
Send letters to America’s Civil War, Letters Editor, HistoryNet,

1919 Gallows Rd., Suite 400, Vienna, VA 22182-4038, or 
e-mail acwletters@historynet.com. Letters may be edited.

lemat
gets its
close-up

–

LETTERS

Don’t Hide History
As someone who lived in Northern Virginia for 26 years, I am 
ashamed of Alexandria, Va., for its plans to change the name of 
Jefferson Davis Highway and move the Confederate soldier’s 
statue from Old Town (p. 9, March 2017).

The men and women who fought for the South believed they 
were fighting for states’ rights. They sincerely believed that their 
state governments should decide what is right or allowed to exist 
and not some far off federal government.

The city of Alexandria should be ashamed for hiding a part of 
American history, no matter how painful it was to this nation.

James A. Goodwin II
Oak Park, Calif.

Shadows Captain
I appreciate Gordon Berg’s attribution 
of me as that “recognized expert on 
Civil War acoustic shadows” in his 
article “The Sounds of Silence” (p. 22, 
March 2017). For those interested in 
learning more about the subject, I en-
courage them to read my 2001 book.

Charles D. Ross
Farmville, Va.

I thoroughly enjoyed your informative article on the LeMat 
revolver in the January issue (“Fistful of Firepower,” p. 22). 
After reading the article, I was happily surprised to see the 
“Man in Black” character (played by Ed Harris) using a LeMat 
in the new HBO series Westworld.

Michael F. Blake, Studio City, Calif.

Scouring the Landscape
Jerry Morelock’s article “Photo Op” (p. 40, January 2017) reflects 
the concise style, crisp narrative, and compelling insight that 
run throughout America’s Civil War—big reasons why I find your 
magazine a “must read.” 

While other publications dwell on flat, conventional subjects, 
America’s Civil War scours the nation’s rich, historical landscape 
for special, enthralling gems. What’s more, America’s Civil War 
comes alive with helpful maps, copious illustrations, and ar-
chival photos, such as those in “Photo Op.” Happily, Morelock’s 
Civil War article not only instructs but entertains—in style.

Mo Ludan
Stanwood, Wash.

 

 

 

photo op
The secrets behind a 

remarkable photograph

By Jerry Morelock

Perfect Composition
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14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. WHK173-01
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com

• 5 ¼" 420HC stainless steel blade • Fulltang design with gut hook • Pakkawood handle with brass pins • Bonus heavy duty nylon sheath  

Stauer®

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.™

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: WHK17301
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original Stauer.com price.

Not shown
actual size.

The consummate outdoorsman never goes on deep woods hunting trips without the essentials.
Not just the basics for every hunting trip, but the items he’s come to depend on over the years.

Our new Whitetail™ Hunting Knife will quickly become your go-to blade
for every expedition. The Whitetail™ is a premium fixed-blade hunting
knife that’s perfect for skinning. With the Whitetail at hand, you’ll be ready
for field dressing in only seconds, and you’ll never need a separate gut hook
tool ever again. The Whitetail™ boasts a mighty 420 high carbon, full
tang stainless steel blade, meaning the blade doesn’t stop at the handle,
it runs the full length of the knife. According to Gear Patrol, a full tang
blade is key, saying “A full tang lends structural strength to the knife, 
allowing for better leverage ...think one long steel beam versus two.”
The comfortable handle is made from pakkawood—moisture-resistant
and more durable than hardwood. If hunting is your life, then the
Whitetail™ Knife was designed to make your life easier.
With our limited edition Whitetail™ Hunting Knife you’re getting
the best in 21st-century construction with a classic look inspired by 
legendary American pioneers. What you won’t get is the trumped up
price tag. We know a thing or two about the hunt–– like how to seek
out and capture an outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that won’t cut
into your bank account.

This knife can be yours to use out in the field or to display as the art
piece it truly is. But don’t wait. A knife of this caliber typically cost
hundreds. Priced at an amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife
will stick around for long. So call today!
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your
hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you don’t
feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 60 days for a 
complete refund of the
item sale price. But we
believe that once you wrap
your fingers around the
Whitetail’s handle, you’ll
be ready to carve your own
niche into the wild frontier. 

The hunt for the perfect outdoorsman knife is over. There’s only one
tool you need: the Whitetail™ Hunting Knife—now ONLY $49!

Field Dress For Success

BONUS! Call today and
you’ll also receive this
heavy duty sheath!

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...
�����
“Good value. Great looking.
Sufficiently sharp. Overall 
an "A" purchase and 
I ordered three.”
— B. of Maryland

TAKE 38%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your 

INSIDER 
OFFER CODE

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of 

Whitetail™ Hunting
Knife

Offer Code Price Only $49 + S&P Save $30
PLUS Free Stauer Compact Binoculars

Rating of A+
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By Tim and Beth Rowland

stonework
completed at
gettysburg,

antietam

FIELD NOTES

Stonework at two major Civil War 
battlefields wrapped up over the 
winter, as Gettysburg completed 
an extensive rebuilding of its stone 
walls, while at Antietam the famed 
Burnside Bridge was reopened to the 
public after a two-year repair job.

At Gettysburg, the National Park 
Service reconstructed stone walls 
at five points along Cemetery Ridge 
and on the David McMillan Farm 
near West Confederate Avenue. The 
projects are part of an ongoing effort 
to restore the landscape to the way it 
appeared at the time of the war.

According to an NPS blog post: 
“These projects improve the visitor 
experience on the battlefield and 
overall understanding of the fighting 
of the battle. By seeing the open ter-
rain, fences, fields, and farm lands, 
visitors get a better sense of the op-
portunities and obstacles faced by 
the soldiers and their commanders.”

Soldiers fortified some walls bor-
dering fields to give them some 
protection. They had to be careful, 
particularly because smaller rocks 
could splinter or ricochet with dead-
ly effect if hit by enemy fire.

“Many of Gettysburg’s historic 
stone walls disappeared over time,” 
the Park Service reported. “Our work 
to bring them back is based on re-
search using historic maps…and 
rigorous research…by [NPS] histori-
ans over the past three decades. Ad-
ditionally, the photographic work of 
Alexander Gardner, Mathew Brady, 
Frederick Gutekunst, and others 
guide this effort.”

Meanwhile, at Antietam, the 180- 
year-old Burnside Bridge is once 
again open to foot traffic after a two-
year, $2 million restoration effort. 
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The Burnside Bridge, site of a 
crucial clash during the Battle of 
Antietam, has reopened. Below, 

stone walls along Cemetery 
Ridge and on other parts of the 

in period condition.

conservation miracle:
the monitor coat
Ruins hauled up in 2002 from the wreck of USS Monitor, which sank 
during a New Year’s Eve storm off the North Carolina coast in 1862, 
proved a treasure trove for conservators at the Mariners’ Museum in 
Newport News, Va. The revolving turret–21½ feet in diameter—on the 
technologically cutting-edge armored and steam-powered vessel was 
especially impressive, but buried within it was a far more poignant 
remnant. Tangled amid gun tools inside the turret was the remains of a 
coat. Partially locked up in a mix of sediment, corrosion products, and 
marine life known as “concretion,” the coat has finally been freed from 
the deposits and made recognizable as a garment. The fragile pieces, now 
assembled on a flat support, are on view in a climate-controlled cabinet 
at the Mariners’ Museum.

In 2009, museum staff began working to free the woollen fabric, using 
soapy baths and ultrasonic dental drills. “It is a big artifact, and it was 
tedious work—and very tricky,” says senior conservator Elsa Sangouard. 
Eventually 140 fragments were pieced together for display. Finally, a 
$20,000 donation from the Mariners’ Museum’s Bronze Door Society 
paid for completing the conservation effort and creating the needed 
climate-controlled cabinet.

 The next challenge is figuring out who owned it. No images of Monitor 
officers show this type of coat, nor does the cut of the coat—and its 
rubber, not brass, buttons—fit the profile of a government-issued 
garment for officers. The jacket might belong to a warrant officer such as 
a master’s mate or quartermaster, says museum historian John Quarstein.

The coat’s owner had to escape the turret by climbing nine feet down 
to the deck amid 30-foot waves, and then jump into a lifeboat to reach 
the rescuing ship USS Rhode Island. “We know the size and weight of 
every member of the crew, and we use the waist of the coat to determine 
the skirt’s length. It is a big maybe, but we might be able to figure out who 
it belonged to,” Quarstein notes. Maybe an enlisted man had a fine coat 
made for him. The most promising candidate is Jacob Niklis, son of a 
tailor in Buffalo, N.Y. Quarstein quotes from a letter Niklis wrote shortly 
before Monitor was lost: “They say we will have a pretty hard time going 
around Hatteras, but I hope that will not be the case.” –Sarah Richardson

Park Service members said the bridge 
was meticulously restored—the stones 
fitted to within an inch of their original 
position—and will no doubt be good 
for at least another century and a half. 
“The care that went into that, the pro-
fessionalism, the craftsmanship—I just 
can’t say enough,” Ranger Keith Sny-
der told Herald-Mail Media of Hager-
stown, Md. 

The crossing is famous as the scene 
of Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burnside’s pro-
longed afternoon duel with Confed-
erate forces on the opposing bank of 
Antietam Creek.

Conservator Kate Sullivan 
meticulously vacuums a 

sleeve of the Monitor coat.

FIELD NOTES
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orville babcock’s diaries online

Gift puts shine on
Fort Sumter’s guns

bombshell 
bill for 

petersburg 
battlefield

Few characters in the Civil War and beyond were more colorful and controversial than 
Orville Babcock, a U.S. Army engineer who impressed Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant during the 
1863 Siege of Vicksburg. Babcock, who became Grant’s right-hand man in war and later in 
his presidential administration, had an affinity for both battle and corruption. He was 
involved in Jay Gould’s notorious scheme to corner the gold market and was a suspected 
leader of the Whiskey Ring, which printed up federal revenue stamps to avoid taxes. Now, 
Babcock’s diaries have been digitized and published online by Mississippi State University, 
along with the letters of Union Private Arthur McKinstry. Babcock survived multiple efforts 
to bring him to justice—thanks largely to Grant’s protection—and was later named inspector 
of lighthouses by President Rutherford B. Hayes. He ironically drowned while working at 
the Mosquito Inlet Lighthouse along the Florida coast. The diaries and letters can be 
accessed at MSU’s digital library (digital.library.msstate.edu), which houses Grant’s papers.

For the past four years, the Fort Sumter–Fort Moultrie Historical Trust has raised 
money in fits and starts to restore a representation of the big guns that guarded 
Charleston Harbor. Now, thanks to a $200,000 anonymous donation, the group 
will be able to finish restoring the remaining 11 Parrott rifles at Fort Sumter.

The cannons were moved to Sumter in 1870, and historians hope stripping the 
guns down to the metal will reveal where they were cast and where they served in 
the war. “It’s a possibility that during the Civil War these cannons were actually on 
Morris Island shelling Fort Sumter and other places,” retired Fort Sumter historian 
Rick Hatcher told The Post and Courier of Charleston, S.C.

Confederates took the forts at the beginning of the war and held them through 
1865, despite concentrated Union efforts to recapture them.

The father of the anonymous donor graduated from The Citadel, and the con- 
tribution added significantly to previous funds donated by, among others, the 
Roanoke Civil War Roundtable and the American Civil War Roundtable UK.

Patented in 1861, after the war began with the shelling of Fort Sumter, the big 
Parrotts could hurl a 100-pound shell four miles. The barrels were made of cast 
iron, with a wrought-iron band around the breech to circumvent cast iron’s incon-
venient habit of shattering under pressure.

Among the final bills President 
Barack Obama signed was legislation 
to expand Petersburg National 
Battlefield by 7,238 acres, potentially 
making the Petersburg site the largest 
protected battlefield in the nation.  
Although no funding is included in the 
bill, the legislation authorizes the 
National Park Service to add historic 
battlefield lands previously located 
outside the park boundary to the 
park’s existing 2,700 acres.

Several nonprofits, including the 
Civil War Trust, have already acquired 
key acreage that will be turned over to 
the Park Service to expand the 
battlefield. In addition, the legislation 
allows a land transfer between the 
neighboring Fort Lee military 
installation and the battlefield.

Supporters of the larger boundary 
say it will help protect the park from 
commercial development and enhance 
a full understanding of the Petersburg 
Campaign, fought over 10 months and 
resulting in tens of thousands of 
deaths. 

As to where the funding will come 
from, “The word there is creativity,” 
park superintendent Lewis Rogers told 
the Associated Press. Priority will be 
placed on acquiring private property 
deemed vulnerable to commercial 
development.

The 100-pound 

Fort Sumter will 

FIELD NOTES



Have you ever said to yourself “I’d 

love to get a computer, if only I 

could figure out how to use it.” Well, 

you’re not alone. Computers were 

supposed to make our lives simpler, 

but they’ve gotten so complicated 

that they are not worth the trouble. 

With all of the “pointing and clicking” 

and “dragging and dropping” you’re 

lucky if you can figure out where you 

are. Plus, you are constantly worrying 

about viruses and freeze-ups. If this 

sounds familiar, we have great news 

for you. There is finally a computer 

that’s designed for simplicity and ease 

of use. It’s the WOW Computer, 

and it was designed with you in mind. 

This computer is easy-to-use, worry-

free and literally puts the world at 

your fingertips. From the moment 

you open the box, you’ll realize how 

different the WOW Computer is. The 

components are all connected; all you 

do is plug it into an outlet and your 

high-speed Internet connection. Then 

you’ll see the screen – it’s now 22 

inches. This is a completely new touch 

screen system, without the cluttered 

look of the normal computer screen. 

The “buttons” on the screen are easy 

to see and easy to understand. All you 

do is touch one of them, from the 

Web, Email, Calendar to Games– you 

name it… and a new screen opens 

up. It’s so easy to use you won’t have 

to ask your children or grandchildren 

for help. Until now, the very people 

who could benefit most from E-mail 

and the Internet are the ones that 

have had the hardest time accessing 

it. Now, thanks to the WOW 

Computer, countless older Americans 

are discovering the wonderful world 

of the Internet every day. Isn’t it time 

you took part? Call now, and you’ll 

find out why tens of thousands of 

satisfied seniors are now enjoying 

their WOW Computers, emailing 

their grandchildren, and experiencing 

everything the Internet has to offer. 

Call today!

Call now toll free and find out  
how you can get the new  

WOW! Computer.

Mention promotional code 105313 
for special introductory pricing.

1-877-726-7540

81
05

9

© 2017 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

TECHNOLOGY SIMPLIFIED – BIGGER AND BETTER

Wow! A Simple to Use Computer 
Designed Especially for Seniors!

Easy to read. Easy to see. Easy to use. Just plug it in! 

• Send & Receive Emails

• Have video chats with family and friends

• Surf the Internet:

 Get current weather and news

• Play games Online:

 Hundreds to choose from!

“I love this computer! It is easy to 
read and to use!  I get photo updates 
from my children and grandchildren  
all the time.”

– Janet F.

FREE
Automatic

Software Updates

NEW
Now comes with...

Larger 22-inch hi-resolution 
screen – easier to see

16% more viewing area

Simple navigation – so you  
never get lost

Intel® processor – lightning fast

Computer is in the monitor – 
No bulky tower

Advanced audio, Better speaker 
configuration – easier to hear

Text to Speech translation –  
it can even read your  

emails to you!

U.S. Based Customer Service
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museum obtains famed 
texas unit’s flag

After decades of private ownership, a prized Confederate battle flag has 
arrived at the Texas Civil War Museum in Fort Worth.

The flag of the 2nd Texas Infantry had its iconic moment during the 
Second Battle of Corinth, Miss., on October 4, 1862. Leading a desperate 
charge against Battery Robinette, Colonel William P. Rogers carried his 
regiment’s flag into Union lines. The 2nd Texas was forced to retreat be-
fore a powerful counterattack. Rogers was shot dead with 11 bullet 
wounds, but managed to save the flag from capture. It later accompanied 
the 2nd Texas into Vicksburg, from which it was smuggled out before the 
Confederate surrender.

After the war, the revered flag was kept by 2nd Texas Captain William 
Christian before it passed into private ownership and was locked in a safe.

In 2016 the Texas Civil War Museum purchased the 48-in. by 54-in. silk 
flag, which incorporates the “Texian” pattern featuring a large lone star in 
the middle of the cross. Portions were cut out as souvenirs. The names of 
the 2nd Texas’ two battles before Corinth (Shiloh and Farmington) appear 
on the flag’s red field. It is punctured with 20 or more bullet and shell holes.

A note written by Christian is glued to the flag. It states: “Our treasured 
battle-flag torn by shot and shell in battles of Shiloh, Farmington, Corinth, 
Hatchie-Bridge and Vicksburg.” –Donald L. Barnhart Jr.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
MARYLAND
“Seventeen Men: Portraits of Black Civil 
War Soldiers,” 17 life-sized color pencil 
drawings by Shayne Davidson,
taken from period photographs
When: Through June 4, 2017
Where: Evergreen Museum & Library, 
Baltimore
Visit: www.museums.jhu.edu

PENNSYLVANIA
“Doors Open Gettysburg:
An Insider’s Look at Preservation”
When: May 6, 2017
Where: Gettysburg National Military Park
Visit: www.destinationgettysburg.com

“Lee and Meade: A Comparison
in Command,” spring seminar
When: May 12-14, 2017
Where: Gettysburg National Military Park
Visit: www.destinationgettysburg.com

TENNESSEE
“155th Battle of Shiloh
Anniversary Illumination”
When: April 8, 2017
Where: Shiloh National Military Park
Visit: www.nps.gov/shil

“Last Best Chance: The Chickamauga 
and Chattanooga Campaigns,” annual 
conference of the Civil War Trust
When: June 7-11, 2017
Where: Chattanooga
Visit: www.civilwar.org

VIRGINIA
“Civil War Conversation—
Appomattox’s Peace Memorial”
When: May 25, 2017
Where: Museum of the Confederacy, 
Appomattox
Visit: www.acwm.org

Shiloh 
Anniversary 
Illumination

FIELD NOTES

“When 
will the 
demonlike 
passions of 
the North 
be stilled?”
—CSS Alabama Captain 
Raphael Semmes, 1863



Perfect Choice HD UltraTM 
is NOT a hearing aid. It is a 
Personal Sound Amplification 
Product (PSAP).  Hearing 
aids can only be sold by an 
audiologist or a licensed 
hearing instrument specialist 
following hearing tests and 
fitting appointments.  Once 
the audiologist had you 
tested and fitted, you would 
have to pay as much as 
$5000 for the product. 

The designers of the Perfect 
Choice HD UltraTM have 
moved the tiny but powerful 
speaker to the end of the 
hearing tube, so it is closer 
to the eardrum, giving you 
more volume and clarity.  It 
features dual microphones 
that focus on voices for better 
conversational listening. It 
also automatically senses 
noisy or quiet environments 
and suppresses background 
noise, so sounds and 
conversations are easier  
to hear and understand. 
 
The unit is small and 
lightweight enough to  
hide behind your ear...  

only you’ll know you have 
it on. It’s comfortable and 
won’t make you feel like  
you have something stuck  
in your ear. 
 
Try it for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. This 
remarkable product has been 
designed with the finest 
micro-digital components on 
the market today. Thanks to 
the efforts of a doctor who 
leads a renowned hearing 
institute, it’s manufactured 
in an efficient production 
process that makes it 
available at an affordable 
price. Call now, and you’ll 
find out why so many 
satisfied seniors are now 
enjoying their Perfect Choice 
HD Ultra, hearing their 
grandchildren and what the 
world has to say.  Call today, 
and be sure to ask about our 
special discounts for Seniors 
and Military personnel.

Invention of the Year
PERSONAL SOUND AMPLIFICATION PRODUCT (PSAP)

IT’S NOT A HEARING AID

Perfect Choice HD Ultra is not a hearing aid. 
If you believe you need a hearing aid, please 

consult a physician.

Call now toll free for 
our lowest price ever.
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 1-866-254-4705
1998 Ruffin Mill Road, 
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NEW Speaker in  ear design for power and  clarity!

Understand what 
people are saying... 

the first time

Now you 
don’t

Now you see it...

COMFORT
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ONE-ON-ONE SETUP

SENIOR AND MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Less than 1 ounce

Excellent: Optimized for speech
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Free
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It was September 5, 1862, and Captain Abraham 
Osborn Jr. was having an especially good day. Two 
months out of Martha’s Vineyard, the rangy command-
er of the Yankee whaling bark Ocmulgee had just killed 
a huge sperm whale off the Azores. As his crew stripped 
the carcass of blubber, a steam-powered sloop-of-war 

Osborn and his 37 seamen continued their work, as-
-

stunned attention, as a small boat pulled alongside, 
and the Rebel captain informed the dumbfounded sail-
ors, “You are a prize of the steamer Alabama!”

Osborn and his crew were taken off as the Confeder-
ates stripped the captive vessel’s stores. The Rebels 
then burned the whaler to the waterline. Ocmulgee was 

Alabama was one of many Confederate vessels built 
-

conducted a brisk trade in construction—and at times, 
manning—of vessels for the Confederacy. Of these, the 
commerce raider Alabama was the most successful.

The vessel was built secretly in Liverpool at a cost of 
Enrica

named, was a thing of beauty, displacing more than 
1,000 tons, and running 220 feet in length, with an ele-
gant narrow beam. And Enrica was fast, with twin 
300-horsepower engines that could deliver a speed of 
12 knots. To conserve coal, its propeller could be re-
moved and stored, making it a three-masted sloop. The 

-
sions could be taken from captured vessels, allowing 

semmes and alabama:
a peerless duo

By Ron Soodalter

WAR ON THE WATER

Scourge of Shipping
Nattily attired and 

lavishly mustachioed, 
Captain Raphael 

Semmes and his ship 

Speed and stealth 
allowed Alabama to 
conduct a 22-month 
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Sailing as an unarmed British merchant ship, Enrica 
coursed from England to the Azores in July 1862. Once 

-
-

 
-

 

-
Sumter

-

Alabama

harassment and controlled devastation.
Ocmulgee 

-

Semmes developed a strategy that precluded lengthy 

-

-

effort to avoid the necessity of de-

As months passed, and dozens of 
vessels fell to Semmes and Alabama, 

Alabama. USS San Jacinto
Alabama

-
ter 22 hard months, Alabama -

provisions and undergo a much-needed overhaul. Three 
Kearsarge

Alabama

his ship, Semmes steamed out to meet the enemy.

Alabama

as the Alabama -

Ron Soodalter, a regular contributor to 
War, is the author of .

WAR ON THE WATER

Death Blow
USS Kearsarge

 to the bottom off 
Cherbourg, France. At left, a 4-inch wood 

splinter salvaged from . The 
attached paper label reads: “Pirate .”
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Two 12-pounder Napoleons stand west of the Old 
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

a gallant stand
By D. Scott Hartwig

At Close Quarters
John Bell Hood’s Confederates 

had advanced to within 15 yards 
of Battery B’s guns here in the 

FROM THE CROSSROADS
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is any advantage to artillery.” Haskell, however, didn’t 
interpret orders, he only delivered them. Stewart moved 
his guns forward as instructed.

After Stewart’s crews unlimbered and swung their guns 
into action, nearby Confederate infantry rose and poured 

-
eers and killing Stewart’s horse. Unde-
terred, Stewart ordered the survivors 
to take cover while he raced back to 
the Miller barn, where he had left his 
caissons. He ordered the drivers to 
help crew the guns. “The drivers did 
not want to leave the horses,” Stew-
art recalled, but the lieutenant made 
them dismount, with his section soon 

Rebel counterattack. Gibbon brought 

Quickly assessing the damage that Stewart’s section 
had suffered in advancing, Gibbon ordered Campbell to 
bring up the rest of the battery. Campbell brought the 
guns down the Hagerstown Pike at a gallop and unlim-
bered to Stewart’s left, with the far left gun setting up 
within the pike itself. Years later, Major Rufus Dawes 

-
vance the battery where Gibbon ordered it, because the 
position was so exposed and forward. Gibbon might have 
agreed with the latter, but he placed Battery B at this 

Campbell’s guns had no sooner unlimbered than the 
tide of battle abruptly turned. Brigadier General John 

and drove back Doubleday’s advance. To Campbell’s 
-

bleday’s infantry running back into the corn, quickly 
followed by Hood’s screaming troops. Campbell’s guns, 
loaded with canister, blasted the rapidly advancing Con-

iron balls, each about one inch in diameter, “tore great 
gaps” in the enemy line but failed to break the charge.

The Confederates found cover by a fence lining the pike. 
Miller had allowed a dense growth of briars and brush to 
grow up along this fence, giving the Southerners excellent 

-
tery. Campbell was hit in the neck, shoulder, and side; his 
horse shot seven times. Stewart took over, only to get hit 
by a spent ball. He concealed the wound, however, fearing 
he would lose command of his beloved battery.

-

-
tery B did, too. All but two were shot down at the gun in 

as one of his guns recoiled. Nearly every gunner manning 
the two pieces on the right was killed or wounded, yet 
two men from that section reportedly crawled “on their 

hands and knees several times from 
the limber to the piece and loaded and 

had recoiled so far that they could not 
use them anymore.” Sergeant Joseph 
Herzog was so badly wounded that af-
ter being carried back to an emergency 
hospital he pulled his revolver out and 
“deliberately blew his brains out.”

working the piece in the road had the elevation screw 
-

ly over the Confederates heads, he jumped off his horse 
and personally set the screw properly. The piece wreaked 

high into the air .

-
ly repulsed, but Battery B paid a stiff price—nine killed 

the battle. After the war, two members of the battery re-

-

Scott Hartwig writes from the crossroads of Gettysburg.

The Confederates 
kept coming, 

‘fighting like mad 
men.’ But Battery B 

did too, paying a stiff 
price—nine killed 
and 31 wounded.   

FROM THE CROSSROADS

Men of Iron
Even wounded, 2nd Lt. James B. Stewart, left, 

stayed by his guns during Battery B’s heroic 
stand. Brigade commander John Gibbon,right, 

also manned a cannon at one point.
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About 4:30 a.m. on April 2, 1865, the Army of the 
Potomac’s 6th Corps breached the Confederate 
defenses near Petersburg, Va., ending a bloody 
10-month stalemate. The Confederate capital of 
Richmond had to be evacuated the next day, 
and Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 
surrendered a week later at Appomattox Court 
House. The site is remembered as “The 
Breakthrough,” now a revered piece of Civil War 
ground within the 424-acre Pamplin Historical 
Park and The National Museum of the Civil War 
Soldier, about five miles from downtown 
Petersburg. For 22 years, A. Wilson Greene was 
executive director of this private, nonprofit 
facility comprising four museums, four historic 
structures, and three miles of interpretive trails. 
Greene, who retired in February, talked to ACW 
before he left.

What makes Pamplin Park different 
from other Civil War sites?

It’s hard to place us in a neat descriptive box. 
First, we are a major Civil War museum. The 

National Museum of the Civil War Soldier is widely 
recognized as one of the nation’s best. Second, we are 
a house museum. We have four historic buildings on 
their original sites, including Tudor Hall Plantation, 
the home of the Boisseau family before and during the 
Civil War and the headquarters of Confederate General 
Samuel McGowan from October 1864 to March 1865. 
Third, we are a battlefield park. We preserve the site of 
the 6th Corps breakthrough—the engagement that end-
ed the 292-day Petersburg Campaign, now a National 
Historic Landmark. And finally, we are a living history 
site. Costumed interpreters are stationed at Tudor Hall 
and at our re-created military encampment to explain 
civilian and soldier life during the Petersburg Cam-
paign. The park is unique in its range of interpretive 
themes, which include life in the antebellum South and 
the impact of the Civil War on civilians; the story of the 
common soldier during the war; and the context, con-
duct, and consequences of the breakthrough.

1

Interview by Gordon Berg
5 QUESTIONS

BEHIND WILL GREENE, 
‘BREAKTHROUGH’ SITE RECEIVED 

FITTING TRIBUTE AT PAMPLIN PARK

Revered
ground
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Of which of the park’s accomplishments 
are you most proud?

I am personally most gratified by the range 
of audiences that visit our site. Whether it 

be the tens of thousands of elementary school stu-
dents who visit, the highly knowledgeable participants 
in our annual October symposium and tours, or those 
who just spot our sign on the interstate and drop in to 
see what we are all about. We designed the park’s fa-
cilities and programs to be relevant and accessible to 
as broad an audience as possible, and I think we have 
succeeded. I’m gratified that we rarely get accused of 
bias for or against the Union or the Confederacy.

How has working at the park influenced 
your own Civil War research and writing?

Most historians like to write about events 
and places that are accessible to them. 

When we began to conceive Pamplin Park I realized 
that almost nothing had been written about the 6th 
Corps breakthrough—the centerpiece of the land we 
preserve. I began doing research simply to develop a 
body of knowledge to inform our site interpretation. 
That research expanded and resulted in my book, The 
Final Battles of the Petersburg Campaign: Breaking the 
Backbone of the Rebellion (University of Tennessee 
Press, 2008). My next project involved a history of 
wartime Petersburg, and now I am engaged in a multi-
volume history of the entire Petersburg Campaign. 
My proximity to the landscapes involved in these 
topics and the repositories that contain so much of the 
data pertaining to Petersburg played a big role in my 
literary endeavors.

5
3 4

2

A. Wilson Greene, 
far left, served as 

director of Pamplin 
Historical Park and 

The National Museum 
of the Civil War Soldier 

(pamplinpark.org) in 
Petersburg, Va., for 

22 years. The park and 
museum host interactive 

programs, below, and 
the Civil War Adventure 

Camp, left.

Will the Civil War remain a part of your 
future endeavors?

I can’t imagine life without teaching and learning 
about the Civil War era. As long as the Good Lord 

sees fit to provide me with the physical and mental ability to 
contribute in some small way, I will write, speak, and lead tours 
of Civil War sites. I also hope to become a bit more active in 
promoting battlefield preservation, now that my focus is no 
longer exclusively on Pamplin Historical Park.

What experiences can visitors expect to enjoy 
at Pamplin Historical Park?

Guests should come prepared to be actively engaged 
with the park’s resources. We put the visitor in charge 

of his or her experience by lending them an MP3 player that 
allows them to control the information they receive through 
their headsets. Within all of our four museums, visitors have the 
opportunity to use interactive exhibits, select videos, and even 
play computer games all designed to support the park’s histori-
cal themes.

5 QUESTIONS



‘Old Snapping Turtle’ 
Maj. Gen. George Gordon 

Meade, shown here in 
a postwar photograph, 

had a hot temper, feared 
failure, complained 

incessantly about being 
passed over for command, 
and rose to the challenge 

at Gettysburg. 
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Two 
roads 
taken
George Meade found 

fame as Both a Warrior 
and an Engineer

By Duane Schultz

“What a waste of time and energy,” George Meade wrote 
to his wife on December 18, 1845, as he approached his 30th 
birthday. Describing his feelings about his 10 years in the U.S. 
Army since graduating from West Point, Meade was convinced 
he was a failure and added, “I tremble sometimes when I think of 

on what I might have accomplished.”
A few days later, Meade received a letter from his mother that 

ignorance, I was cruel enough to send you to West Point, an act 
for which I shall never forgive myself, and never cease to regret, 
I did not dream that you would enter the army, my dear George.”

But it was too late for regrets. As far as Meade was concerned, 
his life was already ruined.
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George Gordon 
Meade never 
wanted to be 
a soldier.

-

-

-

George had no interest in attending the U.S. Military Acad-

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

Meade entered West Point when he was 15, 

-

-

-

-

Merit Raise
Meade earned a reputation as a competent, if not 

following the Union defeat at Chancellorsville.
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immediate expulsion, no matter how well-connected one’s 
family might be.

But Meade did graduate, 19th of 56 in the Class of 1835. 
Every new graduate was entitled to a three-month leave 
before beginning his active-duty service. Meade spent his 
sabbatical working as a surveyor for the Long Island Rail 
Road, hoping to gain practical experience and to make use-
ful contacts in the booming railroad business.

In January 1836, Meade joined his regiment at Fort 

Second Seminole War. He lasted only four months in that 
semitropical climate before becoming ill, perhaps with ma-

Meade’s baptism by fire 
came at Palo alto during 

the Mexican War. He later 
Conceded he had ‘No 

Stomach’ for fighting.

Mass., which, although cooler, did not please him either.
And so Meade resigned from the Army in October 1836, 

and began working as a surveyor on a series of private con-
tracts that took him back to Florida, Texas, along the Mis-
sissippi River, and into the far Northwestern territories. 
Between each job he returned to Washington, where his 
mother then lived, to court Margaretta Sergeant, daughter 
of the wealthy congressman John Sergeant from Philadel-
phia. Meade married Margaretta on December 30, 1840.

Meade continued with the same kind of short-term con-
tract work, unable to secure a more permanent job. His 
prospects became even bleaker when the U.S. Army decid-
ed to end all private contracting with civilians for surveying 
and mapping. Instead, all such work would be performed by 
the Army’s own Corps of Topographical Engineers, which 

have to go back into the Army. But it was not easy to get a 
commission, even for a West Point graduate, so he had to 
turn to Governor Henry Wise of Virginia, who had married 
Margaretta’s sister, to make it happen.

First Taste of Battle 
In letters to his wife, Margaretta, during 

the Mexican War, Meade expressed 

wrote he was proud of how he and his 
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After the war, Meade returned 

It is unlikely 
Meade ever 
realized his 

wife had 
used her 

government 
contacts to 
influence 
his swift 

promotion 
within the 

Union Army.



Native Son
Authorities in 
Washington 

considered Meade’s 
Pennsylvania roots 

an asset when 
choosing him to 

stop Robert E. Lee’s 
1863 invasion of the 

commonwealth.
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-
-

Yet through all the battles,

Meade was flattered 
to Hear he was under 
consideration as the 

Army of the Potomac’s 
New Commander. He also 

believed he had no 
chance of being chosen.

-

-

 
-

-

-
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that Meade had been appointed 
commander of the Army of the 
Potomac.

-
pared or capable of leading the 

he would telegraph the War 
-

could not turn down the offer: 
-

Meade reluctantly agreed. 

-

-

Goat or Hero?
After the war, Meade posed 

with his staff at a photography 
studio in Washington, D.C. 

(opposite). Although Meade’s 
army had triumphed at 

Gettysburg, President Lincoln, 
members of his Cabinet, and 

more than a handful of soldiers 
were displeased the general 

supposedly had pursued Lee’s 
defeated army to Virginia 

with reluctance. Right: This 
1865 broadside, by a publisher 

in Meade’s hometown of 
Philadelphia, left no doubt who 
“The Hero of Gettysburg” was.

Duane Schultz is the author of numerous articles and 
books on military history, including The Dahlgren Affair: 

; 
; and The Fate of War: 



Shining Feat
Barnegat Lighthouse 

was designed by 
George Meade and 
commissioned in 

1859. It acted as a 
navigational beacon 

for shipping until 
1927. Visitors can 
climb 217 steps to 

reach the top.
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Eternal legacy
In his book Searching for George Gordon Meade: The 
Forgotten Victor of Gettysburg (Stackpole Books, 2013), 
historian Tom Huntington reminds us that George 
Meade spent more time building lighthouses and 
conducting surveys than he did at war. That never 
seemed to bother the general, evident by his reaction to 
a “quickie” popular biography published shortly after the 
Battle of Gettysburg “to capitalize on his fame.” Meade 
was disappointed at how little attention the biography 
dedicated to his antebellum engineering successes. 
“I always thought my services in the construction of 
lighthouses, and subsequently on the [Great] Lakes 
Survey, were of considerable importance,” Meade 
lamented, according to Huntington.

The 163-foot-tall Barnegat Lighthouse, on the coast 
of New Jersey’s Long Beach Island, remains perhaps 
Meade’s most notable engineering accomplishment. By 
no means is it his only one. Others include Brandywine 

Shoal Lighthouse in Delaware Bay, Cape May Light and 
Absecon Light in New Jersey, and Sand Key Light and 
Carysfort Reef Light in Florida. At 171 feet, the Absecon 
lighthouse is actually taller than Barnegat and is the 
third tallest such structure in the United States.

As Eric Jay Dolin notes in his book Brilliant Beacons: 
A History of the American Lighthouse (Liveright, 2016), 
Meade was the first U.S. engineer to adopt the new so-
called screw-pile approach in constructing lighthouses 
upon unstable ocean beds—in which “multiple iron 
pilings tipped with spiral flanges up to three feet across 
were corkscrewed into the ocean floor to hold the 
lighthouse structure.” The technique was used to erect 
the lights at Brandywine Shoals, Carysfort Reef, and 
Sand Key.

Meade was also the first American engineer to adopt 
the French Fresnel lens, which at the time shone a 
more powerful light than any other yet invented. “This 
marvelous contrivance darts forth its dazzling flash,” 
Meade wrote at the time, “and revolving as it flashes, only 
intermits its light still more to startle the beholder.”  –D.S.
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signals 
crossed

communication failures 
cost forrest and the 

rebels dearly at tupelo
By Gordon Berg

he summer of 1864 was in many ways the Confederacy’s last 
gasp for survival. Ulysses S. Grant had gone east to take over-
all command of the Union Army, but he left his trusted sub-
ordinate, Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, to manage affairs 

west of the Allegheny Mountains. Sherman had his eyes set primarily 
on the Southern heartland, Atlanta in particular, but had a thorn in his 
side more troubling than General Joseph E. Johnston’s still formidable 
Army of Tennessee. Somewhere in Sherman’s rear roamed a danger-
ous and unpredictable foe: Maj. Gen. Nathan Bedford Forrest, a tactical 
genius whose unrelenting combativeness and intuitive understanding of 

Forrest was known as the “Wizard of the Saddle” for his repeated suc-
cesses in the face of much larger Union forces. It was his task to raise 
havoc along the supply lines and railroads so critical to Federal armies 
operating in the Western Theater. Most of the food, fodder, and am-
munition needed for Sherman’s Atlanta Campaign rode rails stretching 
from Louisville, through Chattanooga, to his hungry troops and their 
hard-working horses. That overextended and thinly defended supply 
line was of course an enticing target for Forrest’s cavalry, which Sher-
man desperately needed to defeat or keep occupied in Mississippi and 
Alabama, away from the vital Union rail lines. For that critical assign-
ment, “Cump” hand-picked Maj. Gen. Andrew Jackson Smith and Brig. 
Gen. Joseph Anthony Mower.

Forrest, therefore, faced two experienced Union generals and 14,000 
veteran soldiers with whatever units he could cobble together. On July 5, 
the Union juggernaut began moving south from La Grange, Tenn., in 
two columns. The brutally hot weather and clouds of dust made the 
going slow, and it didn’t help either that Forrest’s troopers immediately 

-
als reached Pontotoc, Miss., on July 11, Forrest believed their objective 
was Okolona—a common target of earlier Union invasions as well as 

T



Forrest’s Ferocity
Major General Nathan Bedford Forrest 

was usually ready for pitched battle. 
At Tupelo, Miss., in July 1864, the 
“Wizard of the Saddle” opted not to 
risk his men’s lives with a charge on 
formidable Union entrenchments.
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the site of a minor engagement back in February. Forrest 

Union lines, and though it cost him 30 casualties, it fur-

the Mobile & Ohio Railroad tracks there and determine the 

Jackson, Miss., during the night, and the two generals de-

Smith and Mower
-

-

-
ed their forces about a mile from 

-

-

-

numbers and it will not do for us 
to attack them under such condi-

-

brigades would assault the Union right and center while 

chief, suggested that all 20 Confederate guns be concen- 

-
 

infantry. Now they were being asked to attack a strongly 

Tupelo Brass
Union Maj. Gen. A.J. 
Smith, left, and Brig. 
Gen. Joseph Mower, 
center, were handed 

the job of keeping 
Forrest away from 
Union supply lines. 

At Tupelo, Rebel 
Lt. Gen. Stephen D. 
Lee, right, ordered 
an attack on what 

Forrest called 
“impregnable” lines.
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-

July 14 dawned
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Gordon Berg, a retired civil servant, is a regular 
contributor to 

tupelo, miss.
July 14, 1864

Campaign
Confederate Defense  
of Mississippi 

COMMANDERS
Confederate: 
Lt. Gen. Stephen D. Lee 
Maj. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest
Union: 
Maj. Gen. Andrew J. Smith 
Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Mower

ESTIMATED 
CASUALTIES
Confederate: 1,362  
(215 killed; 1,116 wounded;  
51 missing/captured)
Union: 602 (69 killed;  
501 wounded, 32 missing)

FORCES ENGAGED
Confederate: Dept. of Alabama, 
Mississippi, and East Louisiana
Union: 16th Corps, 1st and 3rd 
Infantry, Cavalry Division;  
1st USCT

OUTCOME
Union Victory
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Deadly Doppelgangers
Southern gunsmiths widely copied 

antebellum designs to produce 
their own superlative revolvers, 
such as this Spiller and Burr 

model (imprinted with CS so the 

The checkerboard marks on the 
cylinder indicate this pistol spent 



copycat
killers
proven union pistol designs 

inspired “made in CSA” duplicates
By T. Logan Metesh
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A
 
 
 
 
s the Confederacy scrambled to put together a government 

Southern states were in dire need of weapons of all types. It was some-
what ironic when Confederate President Jefferson Davis warned in February 1861 that 

Line. ¶ -
ly issued by the U.S. government or imported from England. Some did wield guns that 
were actually made in the Confederacy, though, interestingly, those bore an uncanny re-
semblance to their Northern predecessors. With no desire (or time) to reinvent the wheel, 
Southern gunmakers realized it was pointless to devise completely new designs when 

¶

as well as the Whitney Arms Company’s Whitney Navy revolver. Features that make each 
¶ By the end of the 

war, eight companies were principally involved in producing revolvers for the South.

Here’s a closer look:

Griswold and Gunnison
Business was so good before the war for cotton-gin manufacturer Samuel Griswold 
that he purchased 4,000 acres outside Macon, Ga., and established the town of 
Griswoldville. With Southern weaponry in short supply, Griswold entered the arms 
business in February 1862, joining forces with trusted employee Arvin Gunnison to 
manufacture pikes in response to a plea by Georgia Governor Joseph E. Brown.

The Griswold and Gunnison .36-caliber revolver is noted for its brass frame, the 
slight upward angle of its butt, and the cylinder’s twist lines (caused by its manufac-
ture from twisted iron instead of steel). About 3,700 of the six-shooters—based on the 
Colt Model 1851 Navy revolver but with a barrel assembly that resembled the slightly 
smaller Colt Dragoon—were produced beginning in 1862. The run ended abruptly when 
Griswoldville was burned during Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman’s March to the Sea.

»
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Spiller and Burr
The brainchild of wealthy businessmen Edward N. Spiller 
and David J. Burr, the Spiller and Burr factory began its 
existence in Richmond, Va. The duo were soon joined 
by firearms expert Lt. Col. James Henry Burton, who in 
December 1861 left his post at the Richmond Armory to 
serve as superintendent of armories for the Confederacy’s 
Bureau of Ordnance.

In 1862, Spiller and Burr’s Richmond factory relocated 
to Macon, Ga., after being offered free land there. 
Production in Macon would continue until the end of the 
war, but only 1,500 weapons were ever manufactured—
notably short of a government contract they secured that 
called for 15,000.

That contract, incidentally, specified that their 
revolvers should be Colt copies, but Burton overruled 
that stipulation. He wanted the Spiller and Burr revolver 
modeled after the Whitney Navy, known for its reliability 
and ease of manufacture, and because its solid frame and 
top strap gave it added strength.Though their frames were 
to be brass, the guns were initially to be electroplated in 
silver—an idea quickly scrapped. Most extant examples 
have unplated brass frames.

As with guns made by Griswold and Gunnison, twisted 
iron was used for the Spiller and Burr’s cylinder. That 
meant that any flaws in the bar iron would not align 
directly with the cylinder chambers, making it safer and 
less susceptible to failure.

»
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Thomas W. Cofer
Guns made by Portsmouth, Va.-based Thomas W. Cofer remain among the rarest examples 
of Confederate revolvers. Based on the Whitney Navy, estimates put total production 
numbers somewhere between 86 and 140—less than 10 are known to exist today.

Despite little formal education, Cofer had the distinction of holding one of the first 
patents issued by the Confederate States of America. His patent was for a revolver with 
a bored-through cylinder that successfully evaded the Rollin White patent held by Smith 
& Wesson. Cofer’s gun fired metal cartridges with thimbles designed to fit down into 
the cylinder channel, created by the removal of the percussion cones. A special plate is 
fitted at the back of the cylinder where the percussion caps are seated. The biggest visual 
distinction between the Cofer and the Whitney is that the Cofer features a spur trigger with 
no guard whereas the Whitney included a standard trigger and guard.

Three distinct Cofer models were made: The first used a cylinder that fired only the 
patented cartridge; the second was designed to function with either the patented cylinder 
or the more conventional percussion cylinder; the third used only a percussion cylinder, 
with a shoulder added to fill the space created by the absence of Cofer’s special cylinder.

A government order for 82 revolvers was completed and delivered by Cofer in May 1862; 
this was apparently his only contract with the Confederate government. All of those guns 
were reportedly delivered to the 5th Virginia Cavalry.

In January 1864, U.S. marshals seized Cofer’s property in Portsmouth and eventually 
sold it at auction. Cofer moved to Richmond and worked at the arsenal there until 1865.

»
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Columbus Firearms
Manufacturing
This company, established in Columbus, Ga., by broth-
ers Louis and Elias Haiman had big plans for the war that 
were never fully realized. The brothers had been successful in operating an iron works with 
a foundry, machine shop, blacksmith shop with 30 forges, a large saddlery shop, and even a 
30-horsepower engine.

On August 26, 1862, the Haimans signed a contract to produce 10,000 Colt Model 1851 
Navy replicas. The Confederate government, confident in their ability to make guns, fronted 
the brothers $50,000 to begin production. Before the contract was awarded, an advertisement 
in the local paper declared that the newly opened shop was hiring 25 machinists, promising 
“good wages and steady employment.”

Although one newspaper in May 1863 called the Columbus revolvers “equal in every re-
spect to the celebrated Colt pistols,” there is still little known about them. No more than 100 
were ever produced, with 94 being the highest known serial number. In 1864, correspon-
dence among Rebel officers indicated that the brothers had sold the company, now valued at 
$80,000, to the Confederate government that spring. As in other industries, shortages of raw 
materials and equipment plagued the manufacturing process. Production never took off un-
der the government’s control, and only a small batch of an unknown quantity was completed 
by late March 1865—just weeks before Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House.

»

Augusta Machine Works
Only about 100 of the Colt Model 1851 Navy duplicate revolvers were 
produced at this facility in Augusta, Ga., between 1861 and 1864. Two 
varieties exist, one with six stop-slots on the cylinder and one with 12 stop-
slots. Both feature one-piece wooden grips and a browned finish on all parts 
of the metal, except for the brass grip straps and trigger guard. The guns with 
12 stop-slots are more rare than those with six. Serial numbers, though well 
marked in many places on known examples, are unusual in that both letters 
and numbers (e.g., 7, 48, J, O, U) were used for an unknown reason.

»
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Leech and Rigdon/
(Memphis) Novelty Works

Thomas Leech initially established himself as a cotton broker in Memphis, Tenn., 
shortly before the war. On August 29, 1861, he took out an advertisement in the 
Memphis Appeal seeking 10,000 pounds of zinc, copper, and brass “for military 
purposes.” Less than three weeks later, he ran another ad stating he would be taking 
orders for swords, sabers, cutlasses, knives, bayonets, bullet molds, and much more.

By May 1862, Leech had teamed up with Charles H. Rigdon, maker of pharmacy 
scales, to open the Memphis Novelty Works. Once the company officially relocated to 
Columbus, Miss., later that year, “Memphis” was dropped from the name. It is at this 
time the partners branched out and began making revolvers.

When Union forces threatened Columbus in late 1862, Leech and Rigdon moved on 
to Greensboro, Ga., purchased the Greensboro Steam Factory, and resumed operation. 
After securing a Confederate contract on March 6, 1863, Leech and Rigdon built 
copies of the Colt Model 1851 Navy for only a short period before their partnership 
dissolved on December 13, 1863.

T. Logan Metesh, a firearms specialist at the NRA National Firearms Museum in Fairfax, Va., writes from Berryville, Va.

»

Rigdon, Ansley & Co
Charles Rigdon wasted little time finding new partners, forming Rigdon, 
Ansley & Co with Jesse Ansley, Andrew Smith, and Charles Keen, and kept 
producing Colt duplicates in continuation of the Leech and Rigdon contract. 
After parting with Leech, Rigdon kept all the machinery, most workers, and 
reopened the factory as the Georgia Iron Works.

Serial numbers on the surviving examples indicate that the new 
partnership finished out the contract, which originally called for 1,500 
revolvers. The main distinction between revolvers made by the different 
partnerships is the names marked on the guns. Both production variations 
featured one-piece walnut grips, blued barrels and cylinders, case-hardened 
frames, and brass trigger guards and backstraps.

»
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J.H. Dance & Brothers
Revolvers produced by James Henry Dance and his 
brothers were some of the most distinctive ever created 
in the South. Though they were copied from the Colt 
Dragoon, their appearance is markedly different. Dance 
revolvers, made in .36 and .44 caliber, lack the Dragoon’s 
recoil shields on both sides of the gun directly behind the 
cylinder, giving their frame a very flat look.

Not long before the Civil War, James left his home in 
Alabama and headed to Texas, to be joined a year later 
by his three brothers and two sisters. They purchased 
900 acres and opened a large-scale blacksmith shop in 
East Columbia. Production on revolvers began in 1862 
after Texas Governor Francis R. Lubbock received a letter 
signed by 26 of the city’s most prominent citizens. Because 
revolvers were in such high demand, Lubbock exempted 
Dance factory workers from military service. He felt they 
served a greater purpose in making guns than in fighting. 
The revolvers quickly gained a reputation as “superior 
to Colt’s best.”

By 1863, Union forces, now very aware of its importance, 
began targeting the Dance factory, chiefly with gunboats 
firing from the Brazos River. For safety, the factory was 
moved a few miles inland, but for various reasons produc-
tion never resumed from where it had left off.
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RAGE OF BATTLE’ 
FOREVER HAUNTED
SOME VETERANS
By Ron Soodalter

‘
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Wounded Warrior
Nightmarish 

conditions at the 
Andersonville Prison 
cost Corporal Calvin 
Bates his feet. Such 

trauma often led 
soldiers to develop 
what is now known 

as PTSD.  
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I 
 
 
 
 
n 1862, Owen Flaherty left his wife and son in Terre 
Haute, Ind., and joined the 125th Illinois Infantry. 
He was, by all accounts, a quiet and easygoing man, 

well-liked and quick to share a laugh and a drink with his 
comrades. Until the Battle of Stones River, that is. After 
that horrendous four-day battle, fought from December 31, 
1862, to January 3, 1863, Flaherty reportedly grew increas-
ingly morose, sinking into what one soldier called a “deep 

-
stantly troubled by nightmares. Owen sank further into 
despair the next year and a half, until a ground-shaking 
artillery barrage at Resaca, Ga., in May 1864 sent him irre-
vocably over the edge. He wandered off at all hours, ate and 
slept alone, and was quick to anger. Once, while on picket 
duty, he ran into camp shouting that the enemy was com-
ing, when no hostile force was anywhere near.

Postwar life in Terre Haute was no better for Flaherty. 
He lost a job at the local blast furnace apparently because 
he could not concentrate. His anger and irritability drove 
his son permanently from home, and his violent tendencies 
brought the police to his door on a number of occasions. 

him with guns.” His sudden and uncontrollable temper 

predictable, and highly volatile, Flaherty took to wandering 
the streets.

Eleven years after the war ended, he was sent to the 
Indiana Hospital for the Insane in Indianapolis and diag-
nosed with “acute mania.” Since the state facility made no 
provision for keeping or treating “chronic cases,” Flaherty 

Pleasant...On the Outside
Former soldier Owen Flaherty’s 
violent and irrational behavior 

landed him in the Indiana 
Hospital for the Insane in 1876. 

was remanded to the poorhouse after only a few months. 
Here, a medical examining board noted his predisposition 
toward irrational anger and violence, as well as his delu-
sional “fear from imaginary persons who intend to kill him.” 
They attributed his condition to “some mental shock proba-
bly sustained in the service.”

Today, Flaherty would most certainly be diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder.

PTSD formally entered the lexicon of psychological 
diagnoses in 1980, as “a delayed-stress syndrome which is 
caused by exposure to combat and can produce symptoms 

-
tional numbing, and can lead to a variety of grave social and 
psychiatric problems—from unemployment to suicide.” It is 
important to emphasize the “delayed” aspect of the diagno-
sis. While it is common for people to experience a psycho-
logical response to a traumatic incident—an auto accident, 
a robbery at gunpoint—those affected by PTSD suffer its 
effects long after the event, or events, that caused it.

While the technology of warfare has changed over the 
millennia, the psychological effects of bloody confronta-

exists to conclude that Civil War soldiers suffered from 
PTSD. This evidence includes medical reports, newspaper 
and family accounts, and the letters and diaries of the sol-
diers themselves.

Clearly, the Civil War provided a perfect storm of con-
ditions that could trigger PTSD. It was the last American 



MAY 2017       47

of devastating modern technology. The accuracy of long-
-

lihood of death or horrible mutilation than ever before, as 

-

-

-

-

of their fathers or grandfathers, or reading such tales of 
chivalry as Ivanhoe and Idylls of the King

 

Perhaps the most common -

-

-

-

-
-

-

Soldiers treated for battle 

 

Hell on Earth
Union prisoners 
who crossed the 

so-called “deadline” 
at Andersonville, 

partly shown in this 
image, would be shot.
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a ball at all, but a hollow-based, conical soft-lead projec-
tile typically ranging from .58 to .69 caliber. Whereas a 
standard musket ball might break a bone in its course, the 

the extent that an affected limb normally had to be ampu-
tated. Even in cases where the arm or leg might be saved, 
the surgeons were so overworked—and in some cases, un-
skilled—that amputation became the standard treatment. 
Shock from the procedure itself killed a number of soldiers. 
Those who survived faced the likelihood of infection, since 
the concept of sterilizing instruments, or even the routine 
washing of hands, was still years in the future. Some sol-
diers who lived through the operation found themselves 
addicted to the morphine or opium given to ease the pain.

made an indelible impression. As described by one chroni-
cler: “[W]ounded men in every condition conceivable—shat-
tered and shrieking—were brought in on stretchers....With 
an unendurable stench pervading the air, mangled men, 
some with limbs already rotted by gangrene, covered the 

-
geons hoisted the next screaming victim onto the ‘operating 
table’…and, as their assistants held the struggling patient 
down, sawed away furiously to amputate an arm or leg. 
Buckets of blood and piles of amputated arms, legs, and 
feet littered the ground, and the groans or haunting death 
appeals of the mortally wounded rang forever in the ears of 
all those who were there.”

For those who survived the surgery, the homecoming 
itself offered its own kind of nightmare, exacerbating the 
stressors under which a victim of PTSD was already suffer-
ing. Most soldiers had made their living through physical 
labor prior to the war. Whether a man had been a farmer or 
factory hand, teamster or construction worker, blacksmith 

end of his livelihood. His options were few: a 
state-run soldiers’ home, the county poorhouse, 
or the street. For an already traumatized vet-

and unable to support himself or his family, 
reduced to begging or living “on the dole,” the 
psychological impact was devastating. 

Soldiers need not have suffered physical in-
jury to fall victim to PTSD; proximity to the 

the physical injury in these cases,” wrote one 
physician of the period, “there seems to be [a] 
psychical effect…such as horrible sight of suf-
fering, the cries of the injured, the agony of the 

mangled bodies, and all sorts of horrible scenes; in addition 
to that, even if not injured himself, come the terror of per-
sonal danger, the mental agony, the fright, etc., affecting 
the victim profoundly.”

For many seasoned veterans as well as green recruits, 
the inability to come to terms with the experience of battle 
became insurmountable, and they succumbed to PTSD. In 
his excellent book Shook Over Hell: Post-Traumatic Stress, 
Vietnam, and the Civil War, Eric T. Dean writes: “Although 
men concentrated on the task at hand and put personal 
safety aside, they still witnessed and reacted to— even if 

and memories took an eventual toll.”
There were circumstances beyond exposure to combat in 

which a soldier could become a sufferer of PTSD. The un-
imaginable horrors endured by those who were captured 
—or, “gobbled,” as the saying went—and sent to prisoner- 
of-war camps often exceeded those of combat. Many cap-
tured soldiers on both sides considered remand to a prison 
camp tantamount to a death sentence; even if they survived, 
they were often physically and psychologically damaged for 
life. There was none of the decisiveness of battle, simply the 
slow, agonizing passage of day after hellish day in captivity, 
with a future that held nothing but illness, starvation, and 
slow decline. Unrelieved hunger and thirst, exposure to ex-
tremes of weather, and brutal treatment by both guards 
and fellow inmates in such pits of misery as Libby, Elmira, 
Camp Douglas, and Andersonville comprised a purgatory 
from which death was often the only escape.

Many prison camp survivors exhibited stressors of 
PTSD. Erastus Holmes, a quartermaster sergeant in the 
5th Indiana Cavalry, bore the classic symptoms for the 
rest of his life. He was captured by the Confederates in 
July 1864. After a brief incarceration in Florence, S.C., 

America’s Bedlam
Men committed to 

Blackwell’s Island in 
New York descended 

into a snakepit of 
anguish and horror.
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he was transferred to Andersonville, where he endured 
terrible hunger and slept in a water-soaked hollow in the 
ground. Not surprisingly, he suffered from various diseases, 
and at war’s end, weighed only 85 pounds—around half of 
what he had weighed when captured. On his return home, 
he could barely walk, and according to his sister, “was the 
poorest looking thing I ever saw.” He relived the horrors of 
his experience over and over, both internally and verbally, 
constantly talking to himself, gnashing his teeth, tensing 
his muscles, and suffering “spells” of mental anguish. He 
created a detailed model of the prison camp in his back 
yard, repeatedly insisting his neighbors and family tour it. 
Unable to sleep, he ate obsessively, at all hours of the day 
and night. According to his daughter, Holmes “would feed 

for the birds....It seemed as though he could not bear to see 
anything that seemed to be hungry.”

Twenty years after the end of the war, Holmes suffered 
a complete breakdown, and could remember nothing of 
what had occurred in his life after Andersonville. He was 
admitted to the Indiana Hospital for the Insane, where he 
remained until his death in 1910.

Between 1861 and 1865, some 400,000 men had been 
“gobbled,” of whom more than 50,000 had perished. Ander-
sonville alone buried 13,000 of its 45,000 prisoners, while 
the death toll at the Union prison at Elmira—or, “Hellmira,” 
as its prisoners called it—reached 24 percent. Many of the 
survivors carried the mental scars of PTSD, in a world that 
had no idea what to do with them. Erastus Holmes was one 
of countless sufferers for whom society’s solution was either 
jail or an insane asylum.

Even for those who survived combat and avoided capture, 
proximity to disease and its effects were constant assaults 
on their stability. Typhoid, smallpox, cholera, scurvy, mea-
sles, malaria, pneumonia, and simple infection were ram-
pant in the camps of both armies, eventually killing twice as 
many soldiers as those who died by shot or shell. Among the 
most common ailments—frequently the results of consum-
ing spoiled food or stagnant water—were dysentery and di-

As one wrote in a letter home: “Sickness causes more deaths 
in the army than Rebel lead....A man gets sick and unless 
he has a strong constitution, he sinks rapidly to the grave.”

As Dean wrote: “Civil War soldiers could be haunted by 
the deaths of comrades, especially when they died far from 
home and did not receive decent burials.” Witnessing the 
sickness that surrounded them daily, seeing messmates 
perish, and knowing that they themselves might soon suc-
cumb, took a terrible mental toll on the soldiers, and lin-
gered long after the war had ended. Ben R. Johnson, a 6th 

Louisiana swamps, later wrote of the effects of swamp fever, 
which he called “the enemy....His slimy, cold, and merciless 
hand bore down upon us until we moaned in our anguish 
and prayed for mercy....Many comrades were stricken down 
in the midst of life and laid away under the accursed soil of 
the swamp.”

Sometimes the most basic functions relating to a soldier’s 
life could induce PTSD symptoms. Infantry soldiers in the 
Civil War generally traveled by foot, conceivably cover-
ing thousands of miles during the course of their service. 
Marching, while a deceptively simple task on the surface, 
frequently presented hardships for which the soldiers were 
ill-prepared. As one Yankee would write: “Walking ten or 
twelve miles a day will hurt no one, but walking 12 miles 
a day and carrying a knapsack full of clothing, a blanket, 
a half tent, several days rations, gun, ammunition, &c, is 
the hardest kind of work.” He could have added that the 
trek was often made under punishing conditions—a brutal 
Southern sun, freezing Northern snow—and without the 
appropriate clothing, equipment, or provisions. Dehydra-

stroke. Shoes wore out, leaving soldiers—especially Con-
federates, who had a footwear problem from the outset—to 
suffer with every step. “Most of our marches,” one South-
ern surgeon wrote to his wife, “were on graveled turnpike 
roads, which were very severe on the barefooted men and 
cut up their feet horribly.”

Marches could extend for days or weeks, continuing well 

would stop. And when they made camp, it could well be in 

Living Skeletons
Many captured 
soldiers suffered 

extreme malnutrition, 
a condition that 

triggered as much 
PTSD as battle 

or wounds.
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inhospitable surroundings. Mud was a common enemy. One 
Confederate wrote, “Space forbids my describing the length, 
depth and breadth of the mud.” As bad as were the rain 
and mud, the cold could be worse. “I had gotten chilled,” 
recalled one Rebel, “and my teeth were glued together and 
a feeling of complete wretchedness came over me.” “Last 
night very cold,” an Indiana soldier recorded in his diary, 
“did not sleep well…woke from a dream crying.” And when 

men to battle.

the elements could have such a debilitating effect on soldiers 
that after the war, a number of them applied for disability 

as the cause. In many cases, the claims were approved.

Military physicians were mandated, as part of their re-
sponsibilities, to recognize and diagnose mental disorders 
among the troops. The science of psychology was still years 
in the future, however, and generally neither the military 
hierarchy nor the medical profession understood, or was 

in war had mentally incapacitated them. The symptoms 

commonly dismissed with such facile diagnoses as “acute 
mania,” “soldier’s heart,” “nervous shock,” “railway brain,” 
“melancholy,” “nostalgia,” “dementia,” “hysteria,” “feeble 
will,” “moral turpitude,” or simply “cowardice.”

Without today’s understanding of PTSD as a legitimate 
disorder, its wide range of symptoms made a viable diagno-
sis impossible. Chronicler Dean observes: “[T]heory concern-
ing these traumatic neuroses remained highly speculative 
and inconclusive.” The behavioral patterns associated with 
PTSD were often seen as a moral lapse, for which sham-
ing and hard campaigning were the accepted treatments. 

in active service as possible—tended to label sufferers as 
shirkers and malingerers. They were returned to duty, un-
less “manifest imbecility or insanity” could be clearly estab-

lished. In 1914, neurological pioneer and former Civil War 
surgeon S. Weir Mitchell wrote: “I regret that no careful 
study was made of what was in some instances an inter-
esting psychic malady, making men hysteric and incurable 

-
-

parate indicators of PTSD, now so well recognized: “In the 
study of traumatic neurosis…no elements will impress the 
neurological student more than the diversity of theories 
presented: the wide range of interpretation, their multiplic-
ity of symptomology, incongruities of description, lack of 

-
cult of comprehension and seemingly full of contradiction.”

At the end of the war, thousands of Union veterans or 

federal governments (Confederate veterans were ineligi-
ble for U.S. government pensions). It is an indication of the 
lack of knowledge relating to war-induced mental disorders 
at the time that—while compensation was allotted to those 

practically no money was forthcoming for victims of men-
tal trauma. Years later, this would change, and sufferers 
of mental disorders—including aspects of PTSD—would be 

at the time, they remained an unacknowledged tragedy of 
the war.

The responsibility for caring for those affected by PTSD 
generally fell upon the victims’ families. Depending on the 

a frustrating and at times impossible task. Those affected 
often took to drink, which frequently led to violence. Insom-
nia was not uncommon, with the sufferer dazedly roaming 
the house or yard. This could turn frightening should he be 
armed and looking for an imaginary foe. Medical records 
and family accounts provide numerous accounts of troubled 

against “enemy attack.” Ultimately, unable to cope and with 

“i regret that no careful 
study was made of what 

was in some instances an 
interesting psychic malady, 

making men hysteric and 
incurable except 

by discharge.”
– civil war surgeon s. weir mitchell
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no end in sight, the family would have little choice but to 
have him committed to an already overcrowded state or 
county mental facility.

It is impossible to know how many Civil War soldiers 
suffered from PTSD. There are, however, certain things we 
do know. While most men were presumably able to com-
partmentalize their experiences and go on to lead normal 
lives, others were powerless to cope with the memories 

peace through suicide. The Union Army reported only 391 
suicides during the war, but no records were kept of the 
number of PTSD victims who took their own lives in the 
weeks, months, and years after they returned home.

Over time, as America was involved in other wars, PTSD 

battle fatigue, combat neurosis, etc. The symptoms, how-
ever, remained constant. We need only read the medical 
records, or study the letters and journals of distraught fam-
ilies of the veterans, or of the soldiers themselves, to know 
that—whether they wore Union blue or Confederate gray—
the soldiers of the 1860s underwent the same personal hell, 
and suffered the same post-traumatic stress disorder, as 
those who would serve in the wars to come.

Ron Soodalter, a regular contributor to America’s Civil 
War, is the author of Hanging Captain Gordon and The 
Slave Next Door.

Consigned to “a living death”
Post-traumatic stress disorder in the Civil War was no 
respecter of rank—common soldiers were by no means 
the only ones who suffered. Senior Civil War leaders, 
particularly those who consistently “led from the front,” 
were also victimized by it. One of these, praised by Ulysses 
S. Grant as the Union Army’s “most promising young 
officer,” was Ranald S. MacKenzie. Graduating first in his 
West Point Class of 1862, MacKenzie achieved the rank of 
major general of volunteers through his daring leadership 
in some of the war’s fiercest battles, including Second 
Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, the Overland Campaign, 
Petersburg, Cedar Creek and Five Forks. He was wounded 
in six of these battles, tributes not only to his aggressive 
style of command, but also starkly indicative of the intense 
combat he endured throughout his Civil War service.

Yet, the PTSD symptoms that afflicted MacKenzie (and 
which, in fact, would contribute to his death at the age 
of only 48) did not first appear until years after the war. 
Indeed, MacKenzie’s greatest fame came after the Civil 
War as, arguably, the U.S. Frontier Army’s most successful 
Indian fighter. For a dozen years, 1871-83, from Texas to 
Arizona, Wyoming to Mexico, and points in between, 
MacKenzie was sent wherever Indian troubles required an 
experienced, “can-do” commander to rescue the situation. 
In the process, MacKenzie suffered a seventh combat 
wound—a Comanche arrow in his thigh in 1871.

But by 1883, a year after his promotion to Regular 
Army brigadier general, 12 years of arduous frontier 
service, closely following his Civil War ordeals, had left 
MacKenzie physically and emotionally exhausted. One 
of his subordinates described MacKenzie as continuously 
“irritable, irascible, exacting, sometimes erratic, and 
frequently explosive.” In fact, MacKenzie had already 
suffered a nervous breakdown in 1881 and his seven 
combat wounds continued to torment him. His behavior 
became increasingly erratic—extreme emotional highs and 
lows, unprovoked violent outbursts, estrangement from 
others, feelings of persecution. Despite some lucid periods, 

MacKenzie’s obviously severe PTSD symptoms finally 
forced his superiors into action.

In December 1883, MacKenzie was escorted to the 
Bloomingdale Asylum for the Insane in New York City 
and diagnosed with “paralysis of the insane” (a neuropsy-
chiatric disorder also known as paralytic dementia). On 
March 24, 1884, he was medically retired from the Army, 
and in June was released to his relatives’ care. MacKenzie 
died at his sister’s home on Staten Island, N.Y., on Janu-
ary 19, 1889, less than five months after his 48th birthday. 
The Army and Navy Journal noted the passing of “the once 
brilliant” officer and lamented “the cloud which overshad-
owed his later years and consigned him to a living death.”

Perhaps the most fitting tribute to MacKenzie’s 
memory is the Sheridan Veterans’ Affairs Medical Center 
in northern Wyoming. Located on the former Army post 
Fort Ranald S. MacKenzie (established 1898), the center 
specializes in treating veterans for psychological issues, 
particularly PTSD.–Jerry Morelock

War’s Toll
Civil War hero and 
renowned Indian 

MacKenzie was 
institutionalized 
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hallowed hill
WORLD’S OLDEST JEWISH MILITARY CEMETERY
LIES AT THE HEART OF THE OLD CONFEDERACY

In the heart of Richmond, Va., at the corner of N. 4th and Hospital streets on Shockoe Hill, lies 
the Hebrew Cemetery. Although the burial ground, with an array of mausoleums and monuments, 
is near a number of Civil War sites and museums—and is just minutes from several memorable 
battlefields—it often gets overlooked by history buffs visiting the Confederacy’s capital. It is adja-
cent to the Shockoe Hill Cemetery, a featured site in the expanding Civil War Trails system.

Opened in 1816, the Hebrew Cemetery is the oldest Jewish cemetery in continuous use in the 
South. The grounds also contain what’s known as the “Soldiers Section,” a grassy plot surrounded 
by a wrought-iron fence that holds the remains of 30 Jewish Confederate soldiers killed during the 
war. It is the world’s oldest official Jewish military cemetery, the only one in the United States, and 
one of only a few outside Israel.

Best estimates indicate that 2,000–3,000 Jews donned Confederate gray, many from the Jewish 
communities of New Orleans, Charleston, Atlanta, and Richmond. Their presence in the Hebrew 
Cemetery is attributed to the Hebrew Ladies’ Memorial Association, organized in June 1866, which 
was determined to rebury and memorialize young Jewish men who had fallen in battle. Their 
group mirrored similar associations formed by their gentile sisters throughout the South to, as 
historian Caroline E. Janney has written, “bury the dead but not the past.”

Originally, the group lacked sufficient funds to maintain the plot properly. The ladies’ associa-
tion’s corresponding secretary, Rachel Levy, issued an appeal to the “Israelites of the South.” 
Printed in newspapers throughout the Old Confederacy, it asked for “some pecuniary assistance 
to furnish a simple stone to mark each grave. Over time, headstones deteriorated and were re-
placed in the 1950s with a bronze tablet listing the soldiers’ names affixed to a granite boulder.

The iron fence surrounding the Soldiers Section, cast in 1871 by prominent Richmond artist 
William Barksdale Myers, is considered a leading example of ornamental iron work.

Hebrew Cemetery is open to the public. Contact Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives 
(bethahabah.org) for cemetery tour information. –Gordon Berg

Trailside is produced 
in partnership with 
Civil War Trails, 
Inc., which has to 
date installed 1,550 
interpretive markers 
at Civil War sites in 

created, and a series 

Thirty Jewish Confederate 

iron fence. The headstones 
deteriorated and were removed.
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scout it out

TRAILSIDE

Belle Isle
300 Tredegar Street
Looking for a place to run the kids, 
get some sun and a history fix? The 
pedestrian footbridge over the mighty 
James River to Belle Isle is merely the 
beginning of what could be either a 
few hours or an entire day exploring 
one of the city’s gems. The island’s flat 
rocks provide an amazing experience 
to sunbathe, dip your feet, picnic, etc. 
Isle history doesn’t begin or end with 
the Civil War prisoner-of-war camp, 
and there are side trails, signs, and 
sites to explore. There are no facilities 
outside of port-a-johns, but you could 
walk the entire loop in under an hour 
if you are pressed for time. 
www.richmondoutside.com/
destination/belle-isle-jrps

Historic Tredegar
500 Tredegar Street
Just one mile away from the cemetery, 
Tredegar Iron Works boasts the 
Richmond National Battlefield Park 
Visitor Center and the American Civil 
War Museum. You could certainly 
spend an afternoon here between the 
two or plan an entire day to spin off 
to other ACWM sites such as the 
Confederate White House and 
the Museum of the Confederacy. 
Admission costs for the museum vary 
between $10-$18 per person. There is 
no fee for the Richmond National 
Park system, but there is a fee to park 
at Tredegar. Both experiences are 
family friendly. 
nps.gov/nr/travel/Richmond/
Tredegar and 
acwm.org

Valentine
Richmond
History 
Center
1015 E. Clay Street
The Valentine 
Richmond His- 
tory Center’s 
collection focuses 
on American urban and social history, 
costumes and textiles, decorative arts, 
and architecture. It opened in 1898 
and is Richmond’s oldest private 
museum. thevalentine.org

Historic Tredegar

At the start of 
the Civil War, 
Tredegar was 
the nation’s 
third-largest 
iron works.

Belle Isle



A bit farther away is Monument Avenue, featuring a 
series of statues and memorials at major intersections. 
Included are three Confederate heroes J.E.B. Stuart 
(left), Stonewall Jackson (right), and a lesser known 
figure—Matthew F. Maury, a renowned nautical 
scientist turned CSA lobbyist (center).

a longer hike...
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The Black Sheep
901 W. Marshall Street
Picking from this restaurant’s 
‘War of Northern Ingestion’ 
menu takes strong considera- 
tion, as the sandwiches will not 
only please the palate but make 
the history nerd in you chuckle. 
All joking aside, this is serious 
food and at a serious size. You 
can order a whole “S.S. Sultana” 
and snack on it for days. A local 
institution, it’s also small, so 
you’ll have a wait during the 
height of the lunch or dinner 
rush, but it’s well worth it. 
Expect to pay between $12–$20 
per person, per “battleship.”

breaking 
stride

Of the 30 Confederates buried in the Hebrew Cemetery’s Soldiers Section on Shockoe 
Hill, the story behind Henry Gintzberger, 9th Virginia Infantry, is certainly the most 
unusual. A German immigrant, Gintzberger was a peddler in Roanoke County before 
enlisting in the Salem Flying Artillery. He was shot through the head while peering 
over the breastworks at Cold Harbor on June 2, 1864. His name was mistakenly 
reported as Gersberg, and he was buried under that name in the Soldiers Section. 
Not until 1963 was his true identity discovered by a local historian. At a 1965 Cen- 
tennial celebration, Gintzberger’s name was added to the commemorative plaque.

mistaken
identity

1

2

3

4
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Richmond, VA
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Home to more than 400 sites, the Civil 
War’s impact on Georgia was greater 

than any other event in the state’s 
history.  Visit www.gacivilwar.org to 

learn more.

Fayetteville/Cumberland County, North 
Carolina is steeped in history and patri-
otic traditions. Take a tour highlighting 
our military ties, status as a transporta-

tion hub, and our Civil War story.

Over 650 grand historic homes in three 
National Register Historic Districts. 
Birthplace of America’s greatest play-

wright, Tennessee Williams. The ultimate 
Southern destination—Columbus, MS.

Six major battles took place in Winchester 
and Frederick County, and the town 

changed hands approximately 72 times—
more than any other town in the country!  

www.visitwinchesterva.com

Are you a history and culture buff? 
There are many museums and 

attractions, Civil War, and Civil Rights 
sites just for you in Jackson, Mississippi.

Experience living history for 
The Battles of Marietta Georgia, 

featuring reenactments, tours and 
a recreation of 1864 Marietta.

www.mariettacivilwar.com

Experience the Old West in action with 
a trip through Southwest Montana. 

For more information on our 15 ghost 
towns, visit southwestmt.com or 

call 800-879-1159, ext 1501.

The Mississippi Hills National Heritage 
Area highlights the historic, cultural, 

natural, scenic and recreational treasures 
of this distinctive region.
www.mississippihills.org

Once Georgia’s last frontier outpost, 
now its third largest city, Columbus is 
a true destination of choice. History, 
theater, arts and sports—Columbus 

has it all.

A vacation in Georgia means 
great family experiences that can 
only be described as pretty sweet. 

Explore Georgia’s Magnolia Midlands.

Experience the Civil War in Jacksonville 
at the Museum of  Military History. 

Relive one of Arkansas’ first stands at 
the Reed’s Bridge Battlefield.

jacksonvillesoars.com/museum.php

Walk where Civil War soldiers fought 
and died. A short trip from Nashville and 

a long journey into America’s history!
Call (800) 716-7560.

ReadySetRutherford.com 

Join us for our Civil War Anniversary 
Commemoration including 

attractions and tours, exhibitions, 
memorials and a selection of artifacts 

from Fort Fisher.

Lebanon, KY is home to the Lebanon  
National Cemetery, its own 

Civil War Park, and it’s part of the 
John Hunt Morgan Trail.

VisitLebanonKY.com today.

History lives in Tupelo, Mississippi. 
Visit Brice’s Crossroads National 

Battlefield, Natchez Trace Parkway, 
Tupelo National Battlefield, Mississippi 

Hills Exhibit Center and more.

There’s no other place that embodies 
the heart and soul of the True South 

in all its rich and varied expressions—
Mississippi. Find Your True South.

Known for sublime natural beauty, 
captivating history and heritage and 

warm hospitality, West Virginia really 
is the great escape. Start planning your 

getaway today.

Explore Maryland with once-in-a- 
lifetime commemorations—all at one 
destination. Create your family history 
by exploring ours. Go to visitmaryland.

org to plan your trip today.

To discover more about Tennessee and 
to order your free official Tennessee 

Vacation Guide, visit:
TNVACATION.COM

or call 1-800-GO2-TENN

Founded in 1783, Greeneville has a rich  
historical background as the home for 

such important figures as Davy Crockett 
and President Andrew Johnson. 

Plan your visit now!

Greeneville, TN

“Part of the One and Only Bluegrass!” 
Visit National Historic Landmark, 

National Civil War Trust tour, historic 
ferry, and the third largest planetarium 

of its kind in the world!

Richmond,
Kentucky

Visit Chattanooga’s pivotal Civil War sites 
that changed America forever. Combine 
your stay in this top rated tourism desti-

nation with other world-class attractions, 
music festivals and unique dining.

Explore the past in Baltimore during 
two commemorative events: the War of 

1812 Bicentennial and Civil War 150.
Plan your trip at Baltimore.org.

Whether you love history, culture, the 
peacefulness of the great outdoors, or the 

excitement of entertainment, Roswell 
offers a wide selection of attractions and 

tours. www.visitroswellga.com

H I S T O R I C

Roswell, Georgia

With a variety of historic attractions 
and outdoor adventures, 

Tishomingo County is a perfect 
destination for lovers of history 

and nature alike.

Tishomingo County, MS



History surrounds Cartersville, GA, 
including Allatoona Pass, where a fierce 
battle took place, and Cooper’s Furnace, 

the only remnant of the bustling 
industrial town of Etowah.

Williamson County, Tennessee, is rich in 
Civil War history. Here, you can visit the 
Lotz House, Carnton Plantation, Carter 
House, Fort Granger and Winstead Hill 

Park, among other historic locations.

Prestonsburg, KY -  Civil War & 
history attractions, and reenactment 

dates at PrestonsburgKY.org. Home to 
Jenny Wiley State Park, country music 

entertainment & Dewey Lake.

Search over 10,000 images and primary 
documents relating to the Civil War Battle 
of Hampton Roads, now available in The 

Mariners’ Museum Library Online Catalog! 
www.marinersmuseum.org/catalogs

Confederate Memorial Park in Marbury, 
Alabama, commemorates the Civil 

War with an array of historic sites and 
artifacts. Experience the lives of Civil 

War soldiers as never before.

Vicksburg, Mississippi is a great place 
to bring your family to learn American 

history, enjoy educational museums and 
check out the mighty Mississippi River.

Follow the Civil War Trail in Meridian, 
Mississippi, where you’ll experience 

history first-hand, including Merrehope 
Mansion, Marion Confederate Cemetery 

and more. www.visitmeridian.com.

Fitzgerald, Georgia...100 years of bring-
ing people together. Learn more about 

our story and the commemoration of the 
150th anniversary of the Civil War’s 
conclusion at www.fitzgeraldga.org.

Come to Cleveland, Mississippi—the 
birthplace of the blues. Here, you’ll find 
such legendary destinations as Dockery 

Farms and Po’ Monkey’s Juke Joint.
www.visitclevelandms.com 

Southern hospitality at its finest, the  
Classic South, Georgia, offers visitors a 

combination of history and charm mixed 
with excursion options for everyone 

from outdoorsmen to museum-goers.

Just 15 miles south of downtown 
Atlanta lies the heart of the true 

South: Clayton County, Georgia, 
where heritage comes alive!

St. Mary’s County, Maryland. Visit Point 
Lookout, site of the war’s largest prison 

camp, plus Confederate and USCT 
monuments. A short drive from the  

nation’s capital.

Charismatic Union General Hugh 
Judson Kilpatrick had legions of 

admirers during the war. He just wasn’t 
much of a general, as his men often 

learned with their lives.

Sandy Springs, Georgia, is the perfect 
hub for exploring Metro Atlanta’s Civil 

War sites. Conveniently located near 
major highways, you’ll see everything 

from Sandy Springs!

Treat yourself to Southern Kentucky 
hospitality in London and Laurel 

County! Attractions include the Levi 
Jackson Wilderness Road State Park and 

Camp Wildcat Civil War Battlefield.

Hip and historic Frederick County 
boasts unique shopping and dining 
experiences, battlefields, museums, 

covered bridges, and abundant outdoor 
recreation. Request a free travel packet!

Explore the Natchez Trace. Discover 
America.  Journey along this 444-mile 

National Scenic Byway stretching 
from the Mississippi River in Natchez 
through Alabama and then Tennessee.

Come to Helena, Arkansas and see 
the Civil War like you’ve never seen 

it before. Plan your trip today!
www.CivilWarHelena.com
www.VisitHelenaAR.com

Join us as we commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Knoxville’s Civil War 

forts. Plan your trip today!
www.knoxcivilwar.org

Tennessee’s Farragut Folklife Museum 
is a treasure chest of artifacts telling the 

history of the Farragut and Concord 
communities, including the Admiral  
David Glasgow Farragut collection.

Seven museums, an 1890 railroad, a 
British fort and an ancient trade path can 

be found on the Furs to Factories Trail 
in the Tennessee Overhill, located in the 

corner of Southeast Tennessee.

Through personal stories, interactive 
exhibits and a 360° movie, the Civil War 

Museum focuses on the war from the 
perspective of the Upper Middle West.

www.thecivilwarmuseum.org

The National Civil War Naval Museum 
in Columbus, GA, tells the story of the 
sailors, soldiers, and civilians, both free 
and enslaved as affected by the navies 

of the American Civil War.

Confederate Memorial Park is the site of 
Alabama’s only Home for Confederate 

veterans (1902-1939). The museum inter-
prets Alabama’s Confederate period and 

the Alabama Confederate Soldiers’ Home.

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Near Chattanooga, find glorious 
mountain scenery and heart-pounding 

white-water rafting. Walk in the footsteps 
of the Cherokee and discover a charming 

historic downtown.

Cleveland, TN

If you’re looking for an easy stroll 
through a century of fine architecture or 
a trek down dusty roads along the Blues 

Trail, you’ve come to the right place.
www. visitgreenwood.com

Relive the rich history of the Alabama 
Gulf Coast at Fort Morgan, Fort Gaines, 

the USS Alabama Battleship, and the 
area’s many museums. 

Fort-Morgan.org • 888-666-9252

Alabama’s 
Gulf Coast

Hundreds of authentic artifacts. 
Voted fourth finest in U.S. by North & 

South Magazine. Located in historic 
Bardstown, Kentucky.  

www.civil-war-museum.org

CIVIL WAR MUSEUM
of the Western Theater

History, bourbon, shopping, sightseeing 
and relaxing—whatever you enjoy, 

you’re sure to find it in beautiful 
Bardstown, KY. Plan your visit today. 

www.visitbardstown.com

Historic Bardstown, Kentucky

STEP BACK IN TIME at Camp Nelson 
Civil War Heritage Park, a Union Army 

supply depot and African American 
refugee camp. Museum, Civil War 

Library, Interpretive Trails and more.

Destination
Jessamine, KY
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Respect 
earned

REVIEWS
Battlefield Equals  

and fellow soldiers they were equals in uniform. 
The Corps d-Afrique’s John Chamberlin was one 

In September 1861, John Newton Chamberlin was mustered in as a 
corporal in the 75th New York Infantry. The regiment garrisoned at 
Pensacola, Fla., and New Orleans before participating in the Bayou Teche 
Campaign in the spring of 1863. Illness cut short Chamberlin’s engagement 
in the siege of Port Hudson, La. As a sergeant, he later rejoined the 75th in 
time to witness the death of two comrades by friendly fire.

After Port Hudson capitulated, Chamberlin accepted a commission 
as captain of Company E, 3rd Corps d’Afrique Engineer Regiment. 
He was even allowed to personally select the enlisted man who would 
serve as his first lieutenant. Chamberlin relished the promotion—and 
transfer—because “the men of the 75th have come to look upon a Com-

Captaining the Corps d’Afrique:
The Civil War Diaries and Letters

of John Newton Chamberlin
Edited by John Bisbee

McFarland & Co., 2016, $29.95
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missioned Officer with jealousy if not with 
actual hatred.” Seven months earlier, he had 
written his mother: “Every Officer is bound to 
get rich out of this war and you may depend 
upon it if I can get out of this with honor I 
shall do it even if I go among a set of can-
nibals for I should be sure of finding more 
honor among them.”

Manning the army’s pontoon train, the 3rd 
Engineers accompanied the disastrous Sa-
bine Pass expedition in September 1863. The 
regiment busied itself removing sunken ves-
sels obstructing navigation until the spring 
of 1864. Redesignated the 97th Regiment, 
U.S. Colored Troops, it handled the pontoon 
train during the Red River Campaign. After 
the Federals were turned back and found 
themselves besieged at Alexandria, La., the 
regiment was charged with collecting and 
hauling the necessary materials to construct 
a dam across the Red River to enable the 
Union fleet to escape downstream. When 
Federal Army and Navy forces departed the 
Red River Valley, the 97th remained to con-
struct a fort at Morganza, La. In late August, 
it was transferred to Dauphin Island, Ala., 
where Chamberlin became “Asst. Engineer 
and general Superintendent” of the repairs 
to Fort Gaines. Three months later, the 97th 
relocated to Pensacola.

In December, Chamberlin participated in 
a raid to destroy the Confederate railroad at 
Pollard, Ala. Though bloodlessly successful, 
during their return march they encountered 
the enemy repeatedly. In February 1865, 
the 97th rejoined the Union army operating 
against Mobile and resumed responsibility 
for the pontoon train. After the Confeder-
ates evacuated that city in April, the regi-
ment began work on a redoubt at Blakeley, 
Ala. It remained on duty at Mobile until April 
1866. Chamberlin’s relatively early death in 
1880 was attributed to his having contracted 
malaria while serving along the Gulf Coast.

Captaining the Corps d’Afrique is a valu-
able primary source to students of the West-
ern Theater. Chamberlin undertook unusual 
duties at interesting stations, and his views 
on many topics are revelatory. He spent much 
of his time reading and writing letters for his 
illiterate black soldiers, for example, which 
quickened his desire to teach them to learn 
to do it for themselves. John Bisbee has or-
ganized Chamberlin’s writings with suitable 
appropriate material to provide a surpris-
ingly interesting read. Perhaps some readers 
will detect a deficiency of editorial notes on 
people and events that Chamberlin mentions, 
but this is a minor flaw.

–Lawrence Lee Hewitt

At first glance, this book’s title might lead one to think that its 
thrust concerns the psychological consequences of the Civil War 
on the minds of its surviving participants (See “The Shock of War,” 
p. 44). By and large, that is not the case.

Although R. Gregory Lande does discuss the consequences of 
“homesickness” or melancholy and suicide on the armed forces, he 
focuses on the dehumanizing effects of war on demobilized soldiers 
as the biggest reason for a postwar crime wave in America. Post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and chronic pain led to a rise in 
alcoholism and drug use (e.g., patent medicines).

A grieving society’s reaction to lengthy casualty lists and suicides 
can be seen in the rise of mediums and séances during which loved 
ones attempted to communicate with the dead.

Although Lande’s author bio on the cover describes him as an 
independent scholar on “military and medical experiences,” the 
preface informs that he is a physician and specialist in psychiatry 
whose writings focus on the traumatic effects on society of war 
and conflict. As a result, he does write from a professional medical 
perspective.

In the 19th century, Americans saw war as a glorious adventure. 
However, the reality was anything but. Combatants were expected 
to maintain a manly facade as contemporary medicine had no 
diagnosis, treatment or other information on so-called “soldier’s 
heart.” Those affected were mostly seen as malingerers and fakers 
and it was difficult to determine who was a real basket case and 
who was not. In many instances, the question was answered by 
suicide.

Postwar, the military way of life had given now-demobilized 
soldiers an attitude of taking whatever they want—consider William 
Sherman’s March to the Sea—as they now felt entitled. Loss of any 
ability to make a living through physical disability also lent a hand 
to the explosive increase in crime in America. 

—Stuart McClung

Psychological Consequences
of the American Civil War

R. Gregory Lande
McFarland & Co., 2016, $35



The Union Sixth Corps 
in the Shenandoah Valley, 

June-October 1864
Jack H. Lepa

McFarland, 2017, $35
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In 1863, Union forces under Ulysses S. Grant conducted a campaign to 
capture Vicksburg, Miss., that has long been a popular subject of study for 
military leaders seeking insights that might inform their own efforts. This is 
entirely understandable. Grant, after all, had to overcome a formidable array 
of obstacles to gain possession of Vicksburg, and there is much to be learned 
from one of the great military victories of the Civil War.

Yet, as Bradley R. Clampitt demonstrates in Occupied Vicksburg, the 
challenge of taking Vicksburg was matched, if not exceeded, by what 
confronted Union military authorities as they tried to manage the region 
they now controlled. Sophisticated students of military history have long 
understood that winning battlefield victories does not necessarily translate 
into a satisfactory peace, in part because the definition of “satisfactory” is 
inherently political and therefore dependent on the eye of the beholder. In 
light of the American military’s experiences over the past 15 years, it is not 
surprising that the challenges of post-combat operations have become a 
subject of increasing interest to students of America’s bloodiest war. This is 
reflected in the attention scholars have devoted recently to Reconstruction 
and the interaction between Union troops and the Southern populace—both 
black and white—in regions that were liberated by Northern arms.

In this impressive study, Clampitt demonstrates how rich and interesting 
a well-executed study along these lines can be. He opens with two chapters 
describing the initial interaction between the Federals and the residents of 
Vicksburg as the former secured possession of the town in July 1863. He 
then considers how Federal policies for dealing with the Southern populace 
evolved, and follows this up with chapters on the particular problems the 
region’s loyal, but vulnerable, African-American population and its disloyal 
and belligerent white element presented. 

Though maps and illustrations would have been a nice inclusion, Clampitt 
does all of this effectively to produce an important study of a subject that 
merits as much attention from students of the war, especially those who will 
be leading America’s armed forces in the future

–Ethan S. Rafuse

Las Vegas–based author Jack H. Lepa has written several books on the Civil 
War, including The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864 (2003), also published by 
McFarland. This time around, he focuses on the pivotal role of the renowned Union 
6th Corps in defending Washington and laying waste to the Shenandoah Valley, the 
breadbasket of the Confederacy. Lepa constructs an entertaining narrative using 
copious extracts from contemporary sources: memoirs, diaries, letters, and reports. 
Naturally, rival commanders Philip Sheridan of the Union and Jubal Early of the 
Confederacy are given voice, but so too are the scores of rank-and-file accounts that 
flesh out the story of havoc brought home to one of the most beautiful and bountiful 
parts of the riven nation.

The 6th Corps, a veteran Army of the Potomac unit commanded by Maj. Gen. 
Horatio G. Wright, was recalled from besieging Petersburg to defend Washington 
from a surprise assault from the Shenandoah by Confederates under Early. 
Elements of the 6th fought at Monocacy and Fort Stevens, and, as part of Philip 
Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah, pursued and defeated Early in three major 
battles (Third Winchester, Fisher’s Hill, and Cedar Creek). They also laid waste to the 
Valley, burning barns, seizing livestock, and destroying crops. This campaign, along 
with Sherman’s March through Georgia, demoralized the South and helped win 
Lincoln reelection. Thereafter, the Sixth returned to Petersburg, serving through the 
fall of that city to the surrender of Lee’s army at Appomattox in 1865.

Generally recommended, this book would have benefited from more skillful 
editing. It includes 19 photo illustrations, 5 battle diagrams, end notes, and a 
bibliography and index. Unfortunately, while illustrations are sourced, they are not 
enumerated, and there are no appendices to give detail about 6th Corps units.

–William John Shepherd

Occupied Vicksburg
Bradley R. Clampitt

Louisiana State University Press, 
2016, $48



The Yankee Plague: 
Escaped Union 

Prisoners and the 
Collapse of the 
Confederacy
Lorien Foote

University of North 
Carolina Press,

2016, $34.95

In September 1864, Confederate officials relocated Union prisoners of 
war from stockades in Georgia to open fields in South Carolina. They 
escaped by the thousands and fanned out in different directions. In this 
astute study, Lorien Foote argues that the “Yankee Plague” of escaped 
prisoners created panic in the South at the precise moment that it was 
facing setbacks on the battlefield, and that the fugitive soldiers played an 
underappreciated role in hastening the collapse of the Confederacy.

Foote brings life to the story by focusing on several characters who 
published narratives about their experiences: J. Madison Drake of New 
Jersey, Charles Porter Mattocks of Maine, John V. Hadley of Indiana, and 
Willard Worcester Glazier of New York. Drake jumped out of a moving 
train; Mattocks and the others walked away from Camp Sorghum, the 
makeshift prison in Columbia, S.C., that had no fence and few guards.

Escaping was easy; surviving the escape less so. Fugitives took one of 
three routes. Drake and Mattocks headed for Knoxville via a long route of 
more than 250 miles across the Appalachians. Others opted for a shorter 
but riskier trek to Hilton Head. And a third possibility, one embraced by 
Glazier, who escaped after Thanksgiving 1864, was to try to link up with 
General William T. Sherman’s marauding army in Georgia.

Even if recaptured, prisoners provided vital intelligence to escape 
planners, especially the knowledge that slaves were their allies. Taken 
to a slave cabin, Hadley learned about the humanity of those who 
anticipated emancipation, knew the causes of the war, and were willing 
to guide. “The negroes did everything,” reported one prison fugitive who 
reached Union lines. “We could not have got along without them.”

Surprisingly, white women and Confederate deserters gave support 
to escapees. Drake at one point pretended to be a deserter and received 
rations from a group of women who saw through the artifice. Confederate 
deserters seemed willing to offer directions and share a smoke.

The end of the Confederate prison system came slowly and unevenly. 
The Union did not recover all its prisoners until 1866. The majority 
endured indescribable suffering. Drake returned “half dead.” Newspapers 
described others as “human ghosts.”

Those who broke out changed the war’s end game. One Georgia 
newspaper reported that they “cover the land like the locusts of Egypt.” 
By forcing redistribution of resources and creating fear, they helped 
destabilize governments in South Carolina and Georgia before Sherman 
arrived and played a key role in the Confederacy’s collapse. Foote shows 
that “the journey of the escaped prisoners reveals the process through 
which Confederate authority dissolved across space and time.” 

–Louis P. Masur

HISTORYNET.COM

silent storms
How Acoustic Shadows Changed the War

BEASTS OF BURDEN
Photo Tribute to Army Horses

JEB STUART’S
REVENGE

Backroads Brawl on the Way to Gettysburg

MARCH 2017



Iron Dawn: The Monitor, 
The Merrimack, and the 
Civil War Sea Battle that 

Changed History
Richard Snow

Scribner, 2016, $30

On March 9, 1862, on the James River, two strange-looking armored 
vessels pounded each other in a fight that was inconclusive but 
nevertheless changed history. Many naval battles, Richard Snow writes 
in Iron Dawn, “have bent the course of history in hours or even minutes. 
But none has fomented in a short day’s work a whole new kind of warfare, 
[none] has, in one noisy morning, made an ancient tradition obsolete.”

Merrimack—or Virginia, as the Confederate Navy renamed it—and 
Monitor were iron ships, the first two to engage in mortal combat. 
Virginia was built out of a combination of desperation and ingenuity 
when Confederate naval officer John Mercer Brooke approved the 
installation of iron plates on the framework of the captured Northern 
steamship Merrimack.

Stephen Mallory, secretary of the tiny Confederate Navy, “demanded 
a warship so ambitious that it is not too fanciful to view its building as 
the Confederacy’s Manhattan Project,” Snow writes. Virginia appeared to 
terrified Union sailors as “a huge half-submerged crocodile”—in its first 
fight, she destroyed two of their finest ships. What would prevent it from 
steaming up the Potomac and bombarding Washington itself? “This was 
a machine that could end the war. Or so they thought in Washington and 
New York. And who was to say they were wrong?”

The Northern papers became hot with what Walt Whitman called “a 
fever of doubtful news.” The Union, though, was fortunate in having in 
Abraham Lincoln a forward-looking leader who saw the necessity of 
expediting the production of metal ships.

The Union also had an erratic but innovative engineer named John 
Ericsson. His creation, Monitor, was “the most complicated machine that 
had ever been built.” In comparison to Virginia, though, it seemed almost 
insignificant. “She was but a speck on the dark blue sea at night, almost 
a laughable object by day.”

But Monitor’s fighting abilities proved to be no laughing matter. After 
four hours it had fought the larger Confederate monster to a standstill. 
Monitor and its crew became the idol of the Union. Captain John Worden, 
who had been temporarily blinded in the fight, was told by a Navy 
Department official, “Jack! You saved your country!” An exaggeration, of 
course, but at the time most in the North shared that sentiment.

Both crews (Monitor’s included African-American sailors) felt they had 
won and were itching for a rematch. However, chance and circumstance 
kept the warships from ever meeting again.

Both ships came to sad ends. In May, approaching Union soldiers 
forced Virginia’s crew to scuttle it rather than see it captured, and 
Monitor sank in a New Year’s Eve storm off the coast of North Carolina in 
1862. “What the fire of the enemy failed to do,” said one of the ironclad’s 
survivors, “the elements have accomplished.”

–Allen Barra
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STEEN   CANNONS
Manufacturer of:

Full Scale, Authentic 
Reproduction Artillery

www.steencannons.com

515 29th Street 
Ashland KY 41101

Phone/www
606-326-1188

Dr. Guy Hasegawa: “Artificial Limbs in the Civil War”
Dr. Jonathan O’Neal: “Confederate Medical Evacuation”
Dr. Irvin Hess: “Dr. Hunter McGuire, Stonewall’s surgeon”

Saturday we tour the National Civil War Museum in 
Frederick, Maryland and afterwards we will hear a 
presentation by Dr. Gordon E. Dammann whose collection 
of medical artifacts from the Civil War forms the core of the 
Museum’s holdings.

Includes Saturday evening buffet and lodging at the Clarion 
Hotel in Shepherdstown, W.Va.

Tours Saturday afternoon and Sunday of Antietam and 
Gettysburg hospital sites, led by renowned tour guides and 
historians Gary Kross and Steve Recker.

View our Website:  http://www.shencivilwar.org

Tour dates:
June 16-18, 2017
Join the following noted Civil War 
medical historian as we explore the 
fascinating topic of medicine during 
the American Civil War.
Friday lectures by:

For program information email
shencivilwar@gmail.com
To register contact Bonnie Powell of

Conference Services at James Madison University
(540) 568-8043

Shenandoah 
Civil War 
Associates 
presents:

Civil War Medicine 
and Gettysburg & 
Antietam Hospital Sites

The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
Call now toll free 

for our lowest price.

1-888-764-0639
Please mention code 105315.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”  

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

46
41

7

It’s a “Sit Back Chair”– 
for reading, watching TV 
and resting

It’s a “Lift Chair”– that puts 
your feet safely on the fl oor 
– you’re ready to go!

It’s a “Sleep Chair”– for a 
comfortable and relaxing 
night’s sleep

It’s a “Chair”– for 
crafting, eating, visiting 
with friends and family

Albert C. Ellithorpe: 
The First Indian Home 
Guards, and the Civil 

War on the Trans-
Mississippi Frontier

M. Jane Johansson
Louisiana State University 

Press, 2016, $45

After his death in 1907, 
a Chicago newspaper 
aptly described Albert C. 
Ellithorpe as a man who 
had “a kaleidoscopic and 
useful career.” Ellithorpe 
resisted British rule in Can-
ada, joined the gold rush to 
California, developed safety 
enhancements for elevators, 
and survived a sex scandal. 
In the midst of this decidedly 
interesting life, Ellithorpe 
acted on his antislavery 
principles by volunteering 
his services to the Union 
war effort. Ellithorpe found 
an outlet for his ambitions 
when the First Indian Home 
Guards was organized in 
1862 and, consequently, 
ended up spending the most 
important periods of his time 
in uniform in Arkansas and 
the Indian Territory. There, 
he served as an officer in a 
command that, to say the 
least, has not received a 
great deal of attention from 
students of the Civil War.

M. Jane Johansson’s new 
work not only offers an 
interesting and informative 
window into the life of a 
fascinating individual, but 
the oft-neglected war in the 
Trans-Mississippi as well. 
It brings together under 
one cover the letters, diary 
entries, and reports for a 
Chicago newspaper written 
by Ellithorpe during the war, 
with Johansson providing 
well-researched and insight-
ful commentary that gives 
readers a better understand-
ing of Ellithorpe’s life and 
military career and the larger 
contexts that shaped both.

—Ethan S. Rafuse

★ HIKE SECOND MANASSAS ★ EXPLORE THE NORTH ANNA ★

NEW! THE TRUTH ABOUT HIS HEROIC ATTACK

CANADIAN CANNON ★ REBEL DIARY

UNDISPUTED VALOR 
DISPUTED MEMORY
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ATpetersburg

APRIL 2017
HISTORYNET.COM
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HEAD CASE
Though style and flair weren’t exactly assets of the Whipple Hat, the felt chapeau did offer 

some benefits to Union soldiers. Designed by John F. Whipple of New York’s Seamless Clothing 
Company, it was combination forage cap and havelock, with an adjustable cape that could be 
worn over the ears and neck as protection from heat and insects. Some New England troops 

wore Whipple Hats in 1861 and early 1862, but the headgear never really caught on. A member 
of the 4th Massachusetts Battery wore this example, now part of a private collection.



Historic Gettysburg Cigars

We only sell cigars to adults who meet the legal
age requirement to purchase tobacco products.

Hand crafted and American made cigars available in a variety of sizes and wrappers exclusively from Great 

Gettysburg Tobacco Company.™

Exclusives From

© 2015, GettysGear, All Rights Reserved.

®

Our gourmet coffee beans are hand roasted in small batches providing the most delicious 

and aromatic cup of coffee you can imagine.  vailabl exclusively from Great

Gettysburg Coffee Company.™  Premium Beans.  Perfect Roasting.  Great Coffee.

Small Batch Roasted Coffee

Hand Cast Aluminum
Hand cast and hand painted pieces make for truly unique home decor.

ma
de

 in

At GettysGear®, we offer the most unique and 

interesting  hand made products...made right 

here in Gettysburg!  And,  you won’t them find 

anywhere else.  Stop by for a visit.

GettysGear.com



B O U L D E R  C R E S T  R E T R E AT  F O R  M I L I TA RY  &  V E T E R A N  W E L L N E S S

HEALING HEROES. ONE FAMILY AT A TIME.

Together, we can heal our nation’s heroes. One warrior and one family at a time.
To donate or for more info, please call 540.554.2727 or visit www.bouldercrestretreat.org.

The Boulder Crest Retreat Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

As a nation, we make a special covenant with the men and women we send into harm’s 
way. In exchange for their service and sacrifice, we commit to bringing them all the way 
home. Unfortunately, far too many post-9/11 combat veterans — 700,000 according to most 
estimates — are still struggling with the visible and invisible wounds of war.

Boulder Crest Retreat, located in Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains, is built to honor that 
commitment — and ensure that combat veterans can be just as productive and service-
oriented at home as they were on the battlefield. Through innovative, free, world-class combat 
stress recovery programs, we enable combat veterans to make peace with their past, live in 
the present, and plan for a great life here at home.

The generosity of supporters across Virginia and the country allow us to offer these programs 
at no cost to veterans. Your continued support, as individuals, organizations and foundations, 
ensures that we can bring these remarkable heroes all the way home.


