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ARDENERS ARE a 

frugal breed, recycling 

and adapting plastic 

cartons, bottles and bags, 

saving seeds or taking cuttings 

from garden plants, and 

generally avoiding spending 

money. It’s incredibly satisfying, 

but I’ve found that sometimes 

it’s worth spending a little to 

save more, later. 

Take recycling old compost. I 

use around eight 100 litre bales 

of multipurpose compost each 

year, which is expensive. A few 

years back I tried recycling old 

compost from pots by adding 

fertiliser and a bit of new 

compost. It worked OK for 

well-established plants, but it 

proved a step too far for 

seedlings and young plants – I 

had a lot of losses. 

So now I recycle compost for 

more robust plants but give 

seedlings and anything fragile 

fresh, sterile growing medium. I 

have to buy more compost but 

it saves me in the long run 

because I get fewer losses. 

With this in mind, it surprises 

me that more AG readers don’t 

take advantage of our 

magazine subscription offers. 

Saving up to a third of the cost 

of buying the magazine every 

week over a year must make 

sense for anyone who needs 

(or likes) to be careful with 

money. That’s over £30 back in 

your pocket – and you’ll get 

every one of the free seeds we 

give away through the year, 

and you get the magazine 

delivered to your door (usually 

before it appears in the shops!)

Spend a little, save a lot – that 

makes sense to me.

Have a great gardening week.
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Grasses in winter

E LOVE ornamental grasses 

when they are voluminous and 

graceful, but at this time of year 

some of them can be forlorn. Before you 

do anything to any of them, take a bit of 

time to work out what you’ve got.

Decorative grasses fall into two main 

groups: evergreen and deciduous. The 

evergreens will keep their leaves 

throughout winter, and just require a tidy-

Graham considers which ornamental grasses to cut 
back, which to leave, and which still look good

With a pot of blue festuca in

my hands, corkscrew rushes 

in front of me and the dwarf

pampas ‘Evita’ behind, there

are many grasses that still

look good in the winter
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With AG ex perts Graham Clarke and Ruth Hayes 

Graham Clarke
AG’S ACTING GARDENING EDITOR

Your 
gardening 

week

Welcom e!
D 

ID YOU know that more 

than six million cut or 

rooted Christmas trees 

will be sold over the next two 

weekends? For professional tree 

growers, all of their yearly business 

comes down to just four days of 

sales. For the gardener and home-

owner, of course, these four days 

are when we must use a little of 

our own initiative, and make sure 

we buy the trees we really want. 

On p6/7 Ruth looks at Christmas 

tree varieties (and which hold 

their needles really well), and how 

to treat both the cut and potted 

versions. Is it too early to say 

Happy Christmas?

W
up around now. In fact, no leaf lasts 

forever, and these grasses tend to ‘moult’ 

off and on throughout the year, so they 

need tidying up whenever there are dead 

leaves to be seen.

Deciduous grasses need cutting back 

annually, usually in early to mid-spring, 

depending on the species. But of course 

we are just coming in to winter, so what 

should we be doing to our grasses now?

When ornamental grasses are cut 
back, spring growth will begin 
earlier. Old foliage left on the 
plant can prevent the sun’s 
warmth in late winter from 
reaching the crown, and 

therefore delay warming and 
subsequent growth, 
often by as much as 

three weeks.

TOP TIP

GARDEN BIRDS will 

come flocking to your 

birdtable if you offer 

them Nature’s Feast No 

Mess 12 Seed Blend. It is 

specially mixed to give 

your feathered friends 

an all-important boost 

of warmth and energy 

during the winter 

months. We have five 

pouches to give away.

To enter the draw, send your name and 

address on the back of a postcard to:

NF No Mess Seed Blend Draw, Amateur 

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay 

Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1JG. Or email 

your details to ag_giveaway@timeinc.com. 

Closing date 10 December, 2014.

PRIZE DRAW
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PRUNING DECIDUOUS GRASSES
GENERALLY, LEAVE dead foliage and stalks uncut 

over winter so birds can eat any seeds, and other 

wildlife can take shelter under the foliage. On frosty 

days sturdy grasses take on a certain winter beauty.

However, some deciduous grasses won’t be looking 

good, even turning into a mush, so with no particular 

wildlife merit, these can be cut back. Use a pair of 

secateurs (or shears if you are tackling a large clump, 

or group of plants). Cut back to about 4in (10cm) 

from the ground. Avoid damaging any early young 

shoots coming up through the crown. 

OF THE
BEST5 

HERE ARE five of the best 

ornamental grasses and grass-like 

plants for winter interest. 

1 Cortaderia 

selloana 

‘Evita’ – a dwarf 

pampas grass, 

at 5ft (1.5m) 

high. It carries 

plumes of silver-

white fl owers on 

younger plants 

than most 

others. Good in 

small gardens. 

2 Variegated sweet fl ag (Acorus 

calamus ‘Variegatus’) – Not a true 

grass, but is grown for its grass-like 

foliage, with cream edges to the ‘blades’. 

The leaves are fragrant when crushed.

3 Blue fescue 

(Festuca 

glauca ‘Elijah 

Blue’) – 6-8in 

(15-20cm) tall 

mound-former 

with silvery blue 

leaves, and 

blue-green 

summer fl owers, 

all fading to buff 

in winter.

5 Feather reed grass (Calamagrostis 

‘Karl Foerster’) – fl ower heads are 

feathery white and green in summer, 

golden brown in winter. It grows upright 

and does not collapse on nearby plants.

AFTER CUTTING the grasses 

back, tidy the area. You may wish 

to mulch and top-dress around 

the plants, but do not cover the 

crowns of the plants or they will 

certainly rot.

Apart from anything else, 

mulching effectively covers any tiny 

bits of grass that won’t rake up – so 

the area will look ‘clean’. Mulching 

the evergreen grasses will also tidy 

up, and help to feed the soil.

MULCHING

CONTAINER GRASSES

GRASSES ARE good in containers. Use a 

mixture of loam-based John Innes No 2 and 

a multipurpose compost in a 4:1 ratio. 

Evergreen grasses can also combine well 

with winter bedding to give height and a 

contrast in texture. For a winter display, 

choose any of the grasses listed (right).

LARGE GRASSES

WEAR A long-sleeved shirt or jacket so that 

the rough leaves don’t cut your skin. 

With really big grasses you can wrap a 

length of rope around the outside and tie it 

into a tight column of foliage. This way, the 

grass will stay bundled as you cut it and not 

explode into pieces everywhere.

Once tied up, you can use powered shears 

to cut the entire grass to about 10in (25cm) 

tall. By the way, have a friend hold up the 

grass so it doesn’t fall on you as you cut it!

SMALL: these grasses will start 

to crumple, then go mushy and 

messy. When that time comes, 

cut back as described. 

Q Fountain grass (pennisetum)

Q Japanese blood grass 

(Imperata cylindrica)

Q Japanese forest grass 

(hakonechloa)

Q Switch grass (panicum) 

The following grasses can be cut back now:

LARGE: these grasses will 

give you your cue for cutting 

back – cut them any time 

after they go fully brown and 

start making a mess.

Q Giant pheasant’s tail grass 

(Stipa gigantea)

Q Maiden grass (miscanthus)

Q Feather reed grass 

(calamagrostis) 

4 Corkscrew 

rush (Juncus 

effusus 

‘Spiralis’) – has 

cylindrical 

stems of a dark 

glossy green, 

that twist and 

turn. Little 

brown fl owers 

are carried in 

summer.
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Use shears to cut back larger 

clumps to about 4in (10cm) tall



6  AMATEUR GARDENING  6 DECEMBER 2014

Festive f irs

fairy lights have stopped working since 

they were packed away in January, once 

it’s up and decorated the Christmas tree is 

a glorious part of the festive season. 

We met up with Peter Hyde of Dorset-

based Trinity Street Christmas Trees – 

	 01305 834760, � tschristmastrees.co.uk 

– to discover how to select a good one 

and keep it looking its best.

Choosing your Christmas tree is a 

major part of the festive celebrations

ECORATED FIR trees have 

been central to Christmas for 

generations.

The scent of pine, sparkle of lights and 

re-hanging of treasured decorations 

(and chocolate favours!) is a highlight of 

Christmas for millions of households.

And despite the friction when the tree 

doesn’t fit through the front door and the 

Your 
gardening 

week

Peter Hyde of Trinity Street 
Christmas Trees says that his best-
seller is a 6ft (1.8m) Nordmann fi r. It 
will have taken the tree nine years to 

reach this size and the owners of 
plantations where they grow will 
have tended the trees carefully, 

weeding the land, checking 
growth and controlling 
aphids and other pests

TOP TIP

For many families, selecting a Christmas tree is the 

highlight of the festivities. Ruth explains what to look for
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Q Abies fraseri 

(Fraser fi r): Good 

needle-holding 

properties, a 

lovely pine 

fragrance and 

the regular 

shape of a 

Norway 

spruce.

Q Picea pungens 

Glauca group (Blue 

spruce): Blue 

needles, more 

prickly than other 

trees, holds 

its needles 

better than 

the Norway 

spruce.

B
C

T
G

A
B

C
T
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Q Abies 

nordmanniana 

(Nordmann 

fi r): Currently 

the most 

popular tree, 

its dark green 

needles are 

slow to drop.

WHICH TREE 
FOR YOU?

Q Abies procera 

(Noble fi r): 

Keeps needles 

well and can 

hold heavy 

ornaments. 

Greenery 

is good for 

wreaths 

and other 

decorations.

Q Picea abies (Norway 

spruce): Traditional 

Christmas tree with 

a good scent, 

but is quick 

to drop its 

needles.
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CARE FOR CUT TREES
Q Most of the 

Christmas trees 

bought in the UK 

are ready-cut. 

Q A good 

supplier will saw 

off the bottom 

inch of trunk at 

purchase. 

Q This enables the 

tree to take up water. 

When you get it 

home, stand your tree 

in a bucket of water 

before putting it 

in its stand.

Q Use a stand that can 

hold water in the base 

and make sure it is 

regularly topped up.

Q Do not stand the 

tree near a direct 

source of heat such as 

a radiator or open fi re

Q Check daily and top 

up the water when the 

level drops. With care, 

cut trees should last 

up to four weeks

LIVING TREES
Q Potted trees with roots, 

such as this lovely Norway 

spruce from Suttons Seeds 

(0844 922 0606) are not 

usually as tall as ready-

cut trees and should be 

brought into the house as 

late as possible.

Q They are used to the 

outdoors, so bringing them 

into the warmth makes 

them think it’s spring. Back 

outside, they may put on 

uneven, scruffy growth for 

a couple of years.

Q Check your tree has a 

healthy root system, and 

avoid pot-bound ones.

Q Stand the tree in a cool 

room and do not keep them 

in the house for more 

than 12 days. 

POST-CHRISTMAS CARE
Q After Christmas, re-acclimatise 

your potted tree to the cold by 

moving it to a shed or garage 

for a few days. Then keep it 

somewhere sheltered and wrap 

it in fl eece if the weather is cold. 

Water when needed.

Q Ideally, plant the tree in the 

garden. Alternatively pot it on into 

a larger container using a compost 

such as John Innes No 2. Remember 

that these trees are not suited to 

on-going pot life, so may only live 

for a few years after purchase.

Q Prune the tree to keep it looking 

good and cut away dead or 

diseased branches.
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WE’RE OFFERING readers the chance 

to win a full year’s subscription to any 

magazine published by TimeIncUK. 

Choose from Woman and Home, Soaplife, Marie 

Claire, Practical Photographer, Angler’s Mail and 

dozens of others… including of course, your favourite 

gardening magazine, Amateur Gardening. 

A MAGAZINE 

SUBSCRIPTION

For your chance to win, just fill in the coupon below, cut it out 

and send it to: AG Magazine Draw, Natalie Paszowski, TimeInc, 7th 
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Fill in your details below, cut out the coupon and send it to: AG Subs 

Draw 2, Natalie Paszowski, TimeInc, 7th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark 

Street, London SE1 0SU. Winners will be notifi ed by post/email.

You’ll find the full range 

of magazines published 

by TimeIncUk on the 

following website www.

magazinesdirect.com

Even if you don’t win 

the draw you can 

save up to 34% 

by taking out a subscription

to Amateur Gardening.

Visit www.magazinesdirect.com/
CBW4 or Phone 0844 848 0848

WIN
Pick any of the top titles published by TimeInc

Entries to reach us by Saturday 13th December 2014.

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS
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                                                                                           Postcode  
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Amateur Gardening is published by Time Inc. (UK). Your personal information is collected by Time Inc. 
(UK) in order to process your order.

■ Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for the 

purpose of research or marketing of Time Inc. (UK)’s products or services.

■ Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by other organisations carefully selected by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. 

(UK) by post or telephone for the purpose of research or marketing such organisations’ products or services.

Would you like to receive emails from Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) containing news, special offers and product and service 

information and take part in our magazine research via email? If yes, please enter your email address below
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called aminopyralid. 

Vegetable crops and 

ornamental garden plants 

that had been treated with 

the contaminated manures 

suffered a variety of ill 

effects – stunted growth; 

leaves with prominent 

veining; pale, narrow and 

distorted shoot tips, and so 

on. Crops became unusable. 

Veg most affected included 

tomatoes, potatoes, carrots, 

lettuce, spinach, peas and 

beans, while raspberries, 

roses, dahlias, phlox and 

delphiniums were also 

commonly affected.

S LONG ago as 2008 

AG reported that 

weedkiller damage 

in the UK’s gardens and 

allotments was being traced 

back to contaminated 

farmyard manures. It was 

caused by hormone-type 

weedkillers being used by 

farmers on grassland. 

Livestock grazed the 

land, and its hay and silage. 

No harm was done to the 

animals, but the resulting 

manure still contained the 

active ingredient of the 

weedkiller. Mostly we are 

talking about a compound 

A

Gardeners and allotment holders 
should be cautious about buying or 

accepting manure from anyone unless 
they can give assurances that the 

manure has not come from animals 
fed on grass or forage treated with 

persistent hormonal weedkillers. It is 
safer, when possible, to buy 
only from sources that are 

recommended by 
fellow gardeners.

TOP TIP

Your 
gardening 

week
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Although incidences are 

much fewer, reports of it 

are still coming in – six 

years after the fi rst tainted 

manures were identifi ed. 

Unfortunately you cannot 

immediately tell if a new 

consignment of manure is 

contaminated. It isn’t until 

several months after you 

apply the manure, when 

plants grow in the spring/

summer, that the problem is 

fi rst noticed. 

So, if you fi nd that you are 

the owner of a steaming 

heap of contamination, what 

should you do?

To be sure that a manure

consignment is weedkiller-free, 

do your own testing at home

Have you bought 

contaminated manure?
PLOTS 
ALREADY 
TREATED:
IF YOU have already 

treated your garden with 

manure that you discover 

is contaminated, there are 

a few things you can do.

Graham looks at how manure can be contaminated with 

weedkiller, and what to do about it if you’ve bought some!

Q To speed up the rate of 

breakdown of residues, rotavate 

or dig over the soil several times, 

ideally in early autumn when the 

soil is at its warmest, but certainly 

before the full onset of winter. 

This increases microbial 

activity, which breaks down the 

aminopyralid. Residue levels in 

the soil peak at three weeks 

after digging, after which they 

start breaking down relatively 

rapidly. This means that if you 

applied the manure now, 

affected ground is usually safe 

to replant by the spring. 
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DO YOUR OWN TEST
GARDENERS CAN carry 

out a simple test to see 

whether bought-in manure 

is contaminated.

1 Thoroughly mix 1 part manure 

with 1 part multipurpose 

compost in a clean bucket; 

prepare enough to fi ll four 5in 

(13cm) pots.

2 For ‘untreated comparisons’, 

fi ll another four clean pots 

solely with multipurpose compost.

3 Place each of the pots in 

separate saucers to prevent 

water from any one pot reaching 

others. Then water the pots and 

USE AFFECTED MANURE WISELY
THE BEST advice is to return the unused contaminated 

manure to the supplier, for them to spread on grassland. Or:

Q You can spread it on your own grassy areas; well-rotted crumbly 

manure can be lightly spread on lawns in late winter. 

Q Incorporate it into areas of your garden, dug in or as a mulch, where 

sensitive plants will not be grown.

Q Store it for the long term; the manure must be fully rotted down over 

several years before use.

Q Manure that has been well-rotavated into the soil and 

turned over regularly is safe to use on all but the most 

sensitive plants after six months. Properly incorporated 

manure is considered aminopyralid-free after one year.

Q Return affected manure to the manufacturer (but 

arrange with them how to do this before incurring your 

own costs).

Q Or check with your local council how to disposed 

of this in your area; do not add it to your household or 

green refuse bins.

I’m pruning my greenhouse

grapes using the rod and

spur system

PRUNING GRAPES should be carried out between now 

and the end of January. Many people are nervous about 

doing this, but it’s really quite simple:

ROD AND SPUR SYSTEM: 
These are grapes grown inside a greenhouse, or against 

a wall. In the fi rst year prune out two thirds of the trunk 

(rod) and cut side branches (spurs) to a strong bud. 

In year two, prune the main stem back by half, and 

sideshoots back to two strong buds. In year three and 

beyond, cut side branches back to two good buds.

DOUBLE GUYOT SYSTEM: 
Here, stems are trained along wires (as seen in vineyards). 

You should have three stems that grew over summer; tie 

one left and one right to the bottom wire, then prune 

the third stem to three buds (these will form next year’s 

replacement stems). Every 

year after this, cut out the 

fruited horizontal stems, tie 

in replacement shoots, 

and cut them back to 3ft 

(90cm). Then prune the 

central shoot back to three 

buds, to re-start the process.

POT-GROWN STANDARDS: 
I e fi rst two years allow side 

branches to grow from the main 

stem. In the second winter, 

cut out side branches from 

the bottom of the main stem, 

leaving six top branches for 

the canopy. In later years, cut 

side branches back to healthy 

buds to maintain the shape.

leave to stand for 24 hours.

4 Plant each of the eight pots 

with four broad bean or pea 

seeds. After a month, note any 

ill effects in the pots containing 

the manure mix. Seedlings in 

contaminated manure are seen 

clearly on the left in the picture 

above. If seedlings display no ill-

effects, your manure will be fi ne.

Now, farms using aminopyralid

weedkillers must not allow any 

manure to leave its premises
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THE LAW
Since 2008, the labels 

on products containing 

aminopyralid state that 

they can only be used 

on grazing grassland 

for cattle and sheep. If, 

subsequently, any manure 

is produced and collected, 

then it must stay on the 

farm of origin.

Q For more advice on 

manure and the risk of 

contamination, visit 

� manurematters.co.uk
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Pruning grapevines

Q Fruit trees and bushes damaged 

by contaminated manure are likely to 

survive and grow well the following 

year. Feed the plants in spring to 

encourage good cropping next year. 

Q Flowers such as phlox and 

delphinium that show symptoms 

should be cut back at the end of 

summer and also given a general 

feed the following spring.

Q Do not add spoiled crops or 

infected plant material to your own 

compost heap. 

Q Scrape off any loose manure used 

as mulch in borders. Return it to the 

supplier, spread it on grassland, or 

seek advice from your local council 

on the best ways to dispose of it.

GRAHAM SAYS:
An old wives’ tale says you 

should prune grapes only 

when you are in a bad mood 

– that way you will take the 

right amount off!



AST SPRING a wren 

built a nest in our tool 

shed, in an old coat I 

had hung on the handle of a 

hoe. For weeks I was wary of 

disturbing her. I would quickly 

grab essential tools, and 

pop them back j ust

inside the door. By

the time the 

chicks had 

fledged, I had a 

precariously 

propped pile 

showing me 

which tools I use d

most on the veg 

plot, and in my winter 

sort-out this week, I’m 

putting these in the most 

get-at-able place.

A ‘border’ fork and spade 

topped the pile. I use full-size 

ones for digging and moving 

manure, for example, but 

otherwise these smaller types 

are much handier. They are 

lighter and nimbler for jobs 

such as harvesting roots and 

digging perennial weeds. It’s 

a similar story with trowels – I 

find a small thin ‘bulb’ trowel 

better for veg transplants. 

A garden rake is essential 

for levelling the soil and 

breaking up clods. Some 

gardeners struggle to get one 

with a long enough handle (it 
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My favourite 

garden tools
A little bird told Sue Stickland which 
ones she used most on the veg plot!

Your 
gardening 

week

“I find a thin 
bulb trowel better 
for transplants”

L
should be about level with 

your nose when held 

vertically) but being a titch, I 

don’t have that problem. My 

favourite has a short but 

substantial wooden handle , 

comfortable to hold, and 

a well-balanced head 

with 10 tines. 

My other 

essentials for 

sowing and 

planting are 

home-made: a 

bed-sized giant 

ruler (a 3ft (1m) 

long piece of batten, 

painted white and 

marked in feet and inches) 

and a 4ft (1.2m) length of 

broom handle, which I push 

gently into the soil to mark 

rows or make drills – easier 

than using a line.  

Surprisingly, a crowbar was 

also in the ‘wren’ pile. On my 

windy site, bamboo canes 

aren’t sufficient to hold up 

anything – certainly not peas 

SUE STICKLAND 
is a qualifi ed gardener 
and widely published 
gardening writer

or beans. I make a deep hole 

with the bar, and thump in 

stakes or hazel poles instead. 

I use a short-handled onion 

hoe for weeding round 

closely spaced plants, and an 

ordinary Dutch hoe for slicing 

through flushes of weed 

seedlings between rows. 

However, I couldn’t retrieve 

the latter without disturbing 

the nest, so borrowed a two-

edged push-pull hoe from a 

friend. I’ve been sceptical 

about these in the past, but 

hers was so light and efficient 

I might leave a space on the 

tool rack and put one on my 

Christmas list!  Q
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A measuring stick is 

handy for spacing plants
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Q FORK & SPADE – large 
digging tools are useful for 
heavy work, but smaller 
‘border’ tools can be 
handier for everyday use.

Q RAKE - get one with 
a handle that is comfy 
for you.

Q TROWEL – a long narrow 
one works well for 
vegetable transplants.

Q MEASURING STICK – a 
DIY one is easy to make 
and ensures accurate 
spacing of veg plants.

Q HOE – a hand hoe is good 
for detailed work, and a 
Dutch hoe (traditional or 
otherwise) for clearing 
larger areas. 

ESSENTIAL VEG  
PLOT TOOLS

These are the tools I use most through

the spring and early summer. Trying

to avoid disturbing a wren nesting in my 

tool shed (inset left) meant keeping the 

important ones within easy reach

A Dutch hoe makes 

short work of weeds
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PETER’S TREE LILY TIPS
Take precautions to protect from slugs, especially as the new shoots poke through in spring.

1
Spray emerging shoots and leaves with a systemic insecticide to stop both lily beetle and aphid.

2
Spraying early means the insecticide is much diluted and worn off by the time pollinators come along.

3
Growing lilies in pots allows their use to fi ll gaps in borders where May/June bloomers have gone over.

4
Get a child to plant a lily, and measure its spring growth weekly. Soon it will be taller than the child!

5

Giant lilies – a 

gift that grows 
For large lily fl owers on tall stems next 
year, plant the bulbs now, says Peter

ACH YEAR I am 

amazed by the speed 

of growth and height 

that tree lilies make during 

the growing season. And if 

you want masses of fragrant 

fl owers, on tall, stout stems, 

now is the time to start. 

Remember, the bigger the 

bulb the taller the resulting 

plants – and number of 

fl owers. Unfortunately, these 

bigger bulbs will cost more, 

but where cost is a problem 

don’t worry, given the right 

treatment smaller bulbs will 

increase in size very quickly 

year-on-year.

Starting from scratch, the 

thing to remember is that 

these (and a number of other 

lilies), are stem-rooting. As 

well as roots coming from 

the bottom of the bulb, they 

also develop up the new 

stem above the bulb, where 

PETER SEABROOK is a 
gardening expert and former
presenter of Gardeners’ World

My lemon yellow tree lilies this year were fantastic

they push through the soil.

This is the reason we sit 

the bulb well down in its 

pot. When planting, fi ll the 

pot one third with potting 

compost, sit the bulb and 

cover it with the other two 

thirds compost. 

Where bulbs are growing 

in the open soil we can get 

the same effect by mulching 

deeply with well-rotted 

garden compost and, even 

better, manure.

When we were growing 

the regal lily (Lilium regale), 

another stem-rooting kind, 

in pots for exhibition work, 

the top, old compost was 

removed in early spring 

and replaced by well-rotted 

manure. A mass of new roots 

would spread out into this 

fertile layer.

Tree lilies already 

established in pots will, by 

now, have lost their leaves 

and the stems will have gone 

brown. This is the time to cut 

them down, knock them out 

of their containers, remove 

some of the old compost and 

move up into a size or two 

larger pots.

You will fi nd they are 

already making new roots, 

so disturb these as little as 

possible. You can of course 

remove most of the compost 

above the bulbs where the 

stem has died off, and you 

may fi nd clusters of new 

small bulbs in this area. 

These can be either left and 

allowed to grow larger, or 

carefully split off and 

potted up separately. 

Even really small bulbs will 

produce one or two fl owers 

in their fi rst year.

They are quite hardy and, 

once potted, need no more 

than a sheltered spot to 

over-winter. If you have a 

SEE OUR 
PETER EVERY SATURDAY IN 

THE SUN

E

greenhouse, bring a few in 

each month from February 

to get a succession of 

fl owers, rather than all the 

blooms at once. Be careful 

if you want to bring them 

out again before the end 

of May, because the very 

tender new shoots can 

be damaged by hard, 

overnight frost.

Tree lily bulbs make great 

Christmas gifts that grow not 

only in their fi rst year, but in 

size and number, for years. Q
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Plant the bulbs 

now, but set

them deeply

Your 
gardening 

week
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Tree lilies 

put on lots 

of height

“Mulch deeply 
with well-rotted 
manure”
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eAsk theAsk the
 experts

Ask theeAsk theAsk thee
 experts

Ques tions answered!

ANNA TOEMAN

has 20 years’ 
experience working 
in historic gardens

JOHN NEGUS

trained at the RHS 
and is a specialist 
garden writer

DR JANE BINGHAM

has a plant science 
PhD and a MSc in 
plant ecology
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Email us: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

Call us: &0843 168 0200 (12 to 1pm weekdays)
Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline, call costs from other networks may be higher.

Write to us: AG Helpline, Westover House, 
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG

AG on

Follow us on Twitter, 

go to @TheAGTeam

can solve your 

problems!

A
I suspect your clematis has been suffering from powdery 

mildew.

‘Princess of Wales’ (left) is a member of the Texensis group of 

clematis. They prefer a sunny site, but one that is not too windy. Like 

most clematis they are happiest with their roots in cool shade and 

their tops in the sun.

The Texensis group is particularly prone to powdery mildew, and 

the best way to reduce the risk of an attack is to provide constant 

watering through the summer, while at the same time ensuring that 

the soil in which the plant is growing is well drained. If symptoms of 

powdery mildew are seen, spray with a general-purpose garden 

fungicide to help prevent spread.

Hard prune in late winter, to enable enough time for new growth 

and fl owering shoots to develop before fl owering in late summer.

ANNA TOEMAN

Q
“For several years I have grown ‘Princess of 
Wales’ clematis without any problem. This year, 

however, it was pitiful, with brown leaves, hardly any 
flowers and lots of dead growth. What’s going on?”
Marge Brinkman, Harrogate

	�0843 168 0200*

tAG ExpertAG ExpeAG Expert

hotlinehotline
pppppp

hotline
Call weekdays fr om 12-1pm

*Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline, call costs from other networks may be higher.

LET US 
HELP 
YOU!

“Jenny Layton from Bristol rang 

to ask when was the best time to 

prune her purple beech. Do this 

during its dormant season, from 

autumn until early spring (Nov 

to March). However, she could 

remove any reverted shoots 

at any time. She should try 

not to cut branches that are 

more than 2½in (6cm) 

thick, as these take quite a 

long time to heal.”

;`jakleYk g^^]jk YnYadYZd]&
;gflY[l C]\]j ^gj \]lYadk



Ask the
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A
Gloves are a really 

personal item. Making 

the right choice depends on 

the size of hand, and what 

jobs you’ll be doing in them! 

The thicker the glove, the 

less feeling the wearer has. 

Thin gloves let you to feel 

what you’re doing, but 

thorns may penetrate.

I find the types covered in 

neoprene excellent, even for 

thorny material, stinging 

A
Gardeners are advised 

to tackle caterpillars, as 

some of them are destructive 

plant pests – such as the 

cabbage white butterfly. 

However, many of the worst 

pests are actually caterpillars 

of moths, or the larvae of 

sawflies – these include the 

cabbage moth, winter moth 

(above), codling moth (inset) 

and gooseberry sawfly.

So it is possible to both 

encourage butterflies by 

planting suitable food plants 

Problem solver
Christ ine Walkden’s

AG on Go to � facebook.com, create a 

free account if needs be, search 

for Amateur Gardening and 

you’re ready to join in the chat!

Problem solverProblem solver
SEE OUR 

CHRISTINE 
ON THE ONE 

SHOW, BBC 1
Q “How are we supposed to kill 

caterpillars (which eat our plants), yet 
also encourage butterflies (which start life 
as…caterpillars)! How can we do both?”
Georgina Farthing, Crewe, Cheshire 

Q “I want to buy a pair of gardening gloves 
as a Christmas gift. What should I bear in 

mind – or do I just go for the thickest?”
Barbara Ellis, Macclesfi eld

nettles, and so on, but other 

people prefer to use gloves 

of heavy duty leather. 

If you need wrist protection, 

get the gauntlet type, with 

longer cuffs. If dealing with 

wet material (such as wet 

autumn leaves) waterproof 

gloves are best. When buying 

them for yourself, visit a 

garden centre and try several 

on to see which feels the 

best, and is right for the job.

The Frostline boots are perfect for keeping your feet 
warm and dry in the garden. 

For more information contact Grub’s on 01279 418052 

or visit www.work-lite.com. Like GRUBS on facebook – 

www.facebook.com/grubsboots

Send your name, address and boot size to: 
Grubs Giveaway Dec6, Natalie Paszowski, 

Time Inc (UK) Ltd, 7th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 
110 Southwark Street, London SE1 0SU

£70
RRP

Frostline Boots from GRUB’S
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Craig Bresnahan I have been working on a landscape design 
on a client’s garden. They do not want their dahlias, so I’m going 
to dig up the tubers and keep them myself. Would you advise me 
to replant them outside or store them over winter and, if so, how? 

John Negus Lift the dahlias when frosts brown the leaves. Cut 
stems back to 6in (15cm). Remove soil from tubers and store 
them in cardboard boxes in a frost-free place – shed or garage. 
Tuck straw around tubers to insulate from low temperatures.

for them (or rather their 

caterpillars), and also to 

destroy those caterpillars 

that are eating our cultivated 

plants, as the chances are 

they are not related!

I feel it is safe to kill the 

caterpillars on prized 

ornamental and productive 

plants, but you should also 

keep an area of wild plants 

(such as nettles) to allow the 

natural breeding cycles of 

desirable butterfly species.

ANNA TOEMAN

Q“My 10-year-old indoor 
jade plant has never 

flowered. Will it ever?”
Michael Bostock, Caerphilly

A
Your jade plant or jade 

tree (Crassula ovata) is a 

native of South Africa’s 

Eastern, Western and Northern 

Capes. When plants become 

mature, they can treat us to heads of 

starry pink fl owers. 

As yours is 10 years old it should 

be mature enough to bloom, and 

the fact that it has not performed so 

far indicates that it is luxuriating in 

very fertile compost, encouraging it 

to produce leaves rather than 

fl owers. I suggest you keep the plant 

pot-bound, and then to feed it 

monthly with a high-potash tomato 

feed (such as Tomorite) – a liquid 

fertiliser that encourages fl owers to form.

JOHN NEGUS

Letters page sponsored by

A pair of Grub’s boots
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A his and her’s shopping trip leads to 
some testing times in Anne’s garden

O
N A recent visit to 

plant nurseries in 

Cornwall, John 

and I allowed 

ourselves a small shopping 

spree that revealed some 

stereotypic choices. Just as 

we have his and hers borders, 

so we had his and hers 

shopping lists. John’s was 

mainly composed of plants 

for foliage effect. At 

Burncoose Nurseries, he liked 

unusual Tilia henryana with 

its toothed leaf edges but 

settled on Ozothamnus 

hookeri and Rhododendron 

bureavii. Both have exquisite 

foliage detail and both will 

give him a headache when 

finding a home for them in 

our garden. 

My choices were more 

feminine and mainly to do 

with flowers and perfume. I 

couldn’t walk through the 

shop at Burncoose without 

picking up some Madonna 

lily bulbs (even though it was 

a bit late for them) and 

homed in on Daphne ‘Pink 

Fragrance’, a cousin of 

‘Eternal Fragrance’. A mock 

orange (Philadelphus 

maculatus ‘Mexican Jewel’) 

promises an upright shape to 

5ft (1.5m), small leaves and 

lots of intensely fragrant 

white flowers, each with a 

central red blotch. 

John’s ozothamnus 

strongly resembles a 

helichrysum and I was 

interested to find they are 

closely related. As the plant 

is only hardy to -5˚C (23˚F) 

we’ll keep it in the 

greenhouse for winter. An 

Australian native, it has 

aromatic leaves and is known 

as kerosene bush. 

SOIL REQUIREMENTS

As for the rhododendron, 

John announced his intention 

to plant it in the hard gravel 

of our driveway. This will only 

reach 24in (60cm) in 10 

years, originates from 

Yunnan and needs an acidic 

soil. I offered to get out my 

BDH soil testing kit.

I tested three soil samples, 

one from the drive, one from 

the kitchen garden and one 

from the bed of improved 

clay soil where we have 

rhododendrons growing. The 

drive gave a blue-green 7.5, 

proving it is slightly alkaline 

from constant toppings of 

shingle. The kitchen garden 

was a good olive green 7, 

indicating neutral and the 

rhodo bed gave an orange 

5.5. So now the 

rhododendron is going there.

WILD NETTLES

For the philadelphus, I had to 

beat back and dig out some 

nettles in a slightly wild area 

in the middle of the garden. 

To protect the young plant 

from encroachment, layers of 

newspaper were spread 

around the plant and then 

covered with a mulch. Q

“I offered to 
get out my 
BDH soil 
testing kit”

Personal 
preferences  
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THREE 
PLANTS ARE 
SETTLED 
INTO THEIR
NEW HOMES 
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Anne
Swithinbank

AG’s Family Gardener LISTEN TO OUR ANNE ON RADIO 4'S GARDENERS' QUESTION TIME
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John wanted to plant his 

gorgeous Rhododendron bureavii 

in the driveway until a soil test 

proved it was alkaline

It is a good idea to test for soil pH now 

and again. I’ve used my old BDH kit but 

small cheap kits are widely available.

Ozothamnus hookeri 

is grown for its

grey-green foliage. 

We’re keeping it under

glass for the winter.

There’s nothing like a good plant 

shopping spree to cheer up a pair of

gardeners. John chose plants for their 

foliage, whereas I automatically went 

for flowers and perfume like this

Daphne ‘Pink Fragrance (right).

Daphne ‘Pink Fragrance’ reaches 24in 
(60cm) and blooms from spring to autumn 
in a sunny position

Madonna lilies (L. candidum) are planted 
only 2in (5cm) deep. They like an open, 
sunny position. 

The new mock orange is being protected 
from encroaching weeds by layers of 
newspaper and a mulch. 



Goji, johnny, go!

T
REVENA CROSS 

near Helston had a 

wide range of edible 

plants and I came 

away with a thornless 

Buckingham Tayberry. Hybrid 

berries tend to grow well in 

our kitchen garden, where 

raspberries won’t. However 

the Tayberry is a cross 

between loganberry and 

black raspberry, so I might be 

pushing my luck. If the plant 

prospers, we can expect 

large, sweet aromatic fruits 

reaching up to 2in (5cm) 

long. For now, I will just let it 

grow but hopefully, it will 

flower and fruit and then the 

fruited stems will be cut out 

in the autumn and new ones 

trained in. 

I have yet to tackle the 

prickly boysenberry, which 

has got itself into a fine 

tangle. A friend was doing 

some weeding for me and 

this year’s long boysenberry 

arms had strayed over her 

bed. I failed to tell her I’d 

need these later and armed 

with a nice sharp pair of 

secateurs, she couldn’t resist 

clipping away. The clipped 

shoots then sprouted in the 

mild autumn and I’ve ended 

up with a hedge. That will 

teach me not to explain 

things properly.

FIRST FLOWERING

The section of wires opposite 

the boysenberry has been 

vacant for a while, so I 

planted the tayberry in there. 

Next to it, the goji berry has 

turned into a large spindly 

octopus. For the first few 

years it did nothing, while it 

decided whether it was going 

to like us or not, then decided 

to take off and flowered for 

the first time this year. 

Pretty, gleaming orange-red 

fruits materialised and were 

promptly swiped by the birds 

before I got round to finding 

some protection for them. 

Have they been reading 

about antioxidants and 

superfoods too? I managed 

Husband John pinches the goji fruits 
while Anne plants a new Tayberry

to find a few and left them in 

the kitchen for later. When I 

came to try them, they were 

gone. ‘Very tasty’ 

pronounced the husband.

GOOSEBERRY PRUNING

At least there are usually 

plenty of gooseberries for 

everyone. An annual pruning 

will keep them neat and 

encourage larger, better 

fruits. As ever, the first job is 

to look for any dead or 

unhealthy stems and prune 

these out, then any that are 

congested or crossing. Either 

take stems back almost to 

the base, or to a healthy side 

shoot. When the bush has 

been lightened in this way, 

with a slightly more open 

centre, you shorten leaders 

by half and sideshoots back 

to about 2in (5cm). Job done, 

it is then easier to get 

underneath to pull out weeds 

and apply mulch. Q

An 'sAnne'sAnne's
Kitchen Garden

Anne snAnne snne snnKitchen Garden The Tayberry ‘Buckingham 

Thornless’ is given some good soil 

and wires for training its shoots

Fruits of the goji berry were 

tempting enough for birds and 

husbands but there were none 

left for me
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PRUNING A 
GOOSEBERRY 
BUSH

Start by cutting out dead, 

unproductive or crossing stems 

to thin out the bush

Trim back leading shoots by 

half all over, then sideshoots to 

2in (5cm)

The finished bush is lighter and 

neater. You can more easily weed 

and mulch beneath.

Step by StepStep by Step
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JUDGE halted a council’s plans 

to build on 118 year-old 

allotments, in a landmark 

ruling last month.

Watford Borough Council wanted to 

bulldoze Farm Terrace Allotments as part 

of a project to create up to 750 homes 

and commercial properties.

Campaigners said secretary of state for 

communities Eric Pickles (below) 

reversed his decision to grant permission 

to close the allotments last summer – but 

later accepted a revised scheme.

Following a bitter fi ght that led to the 

GARDENERS TAKE BATTLE TO SAVE ALLOTMENTS TO THE HIGH COURT – AND THEY WIN!

Victory in bitter plot dispute

City stores for orchid grower?

High Court, Mr Justice Ouseley ruled that 

the allotments could not be built on.

A spokesman for Farm Terrace said: 

“We are thrilled and feel we have been 

vindicated in our campaign to save our 

beloved allotments that have served the 

residents of west Watford since 1896.

“Because of this monumental decision, 

we hope that central Government 

will take extra care when 

deciding on future 

applications to close 

allotment sites.”

It emerged that Watford 

Council “did not provide the 

secretary of state with up-to-

date information” about 

Award winning

NewsNews Got a story? call 01202 440848

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

Got a story? call 01202 440848 

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

A
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changes to its plans.  

Campaigners summed-up: “This is a 

victory, not just for allotment-holders, 

but also for the average person who 

feels let down by local councils and 

government. It shows it’s possible to 

fi ght injustice and win.”

DISPOSAL OF ALLOTMENTS

A spokesperson for the National 

Allotment Society said: “We anticipate 

that this Judicial review ruling will 

ensure that, in future, councils are 

open and transparent about 

plans when they apply to 

“This shows that it’s possible to
fi ght injustice and win”

AN ORCHID specialist last 

week reassured gardeners 

following uncertainty over its 

future – and will look into 

opening London shops.

McBean’s Orchids of East 

Sussex was founded in 1879 

and has appeared at every 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 

winning 83 gold medals.

It was feared the nursery 

would close as its owners are 

retiring and no buyer had 

been found. Now an unnamed 

buyer has come forward.

Jim Durrant, who started at 

McBean’s in 1971, said: “We’ve 

been taken over and hopefully 

will be expanding. The new 

owners are enthusiastic about 

going more upmarket. It’s 

business as usual.”

Result: allotment gardeners took 

their fi ght to court (pictured, below)

secretary of state Eric Pickles
P
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dispose of allotment sites.”

Minister for communities Stephen 

Williams said the scheme would have 

included replacement allotments.

A spokesman for Watford Council said 

the authority was “disappointed”. He 

said: “The judge dismissed all the issues 

raised by Farm Terrace Association 

except for the point that the secretary of 

state was not notifi ed of a change being 

considered in relation to a proposed 

increase in the number of houses.

“The council will consider appealing 

and will ask the secretary of state to 

make the decision again.”

He said the new owners 

were local customers who 

decided to buy the nursery 

after seeing a BBC TV report 

about its future last month.

Expansion may include a 

cafe, information centre and 

bigger shop. It may open 

London outlets.

McBean’s has made a late 

application for Chelsea.

McBean’s is famous for its

orchid displays at shows
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Invading bugs may kick up a stink
A BUG that emits a revolting 

stench could be heading to 

the UK, insect experts fear.

The brown marmorated 

stink bug has infested large 

swathes of America, with 

further outbreaks reported in 

Italy and France. Authorities 

fear the bugs, which emit a 

stink of rotting rubbish when 

handled, are likely to enter the 

UK on imported plants.

They are a nuisance when 

they invade homes – often 

infesting beds and sofas.

WARM COUNTRIES

Guy Barter, chief advisor at 

the Royal Horticultural 

Society, said foreign stink 

bugs have been “invasive and 

damaging in warm countries”.

 Guy told AG: “Our Wisley 

entomologists suggest that 

these shield bugs, like the 

green shield bugs, pose a 

modest threat of establishing 

in mild southern areas only, as 

our climate is too cold/wet for 

them to thrive.

“Entomologists, however, 

point out that this pest enters 

dwellings where it does 

survive and will be a nuisance, 

as well as damaging plants.”

According to the Food and 

Environment Research 

Agency (FERA), brown stink 

bugs attack over 100 plant 

species; primarily fruit trees 

and woody ornamentals. 

Adults mostly feed on fruit, 

while nymphs suck juices 

from leaves, stems and fruit.

They’re partial to citrus, 

apple and plums – but have an 

appetite for acer, buddleia, 

hibiscus, lonicera and salix.

John Adlam, of grower and 

GARDENERS ARE being urged to take

10 minutes to count the number of slugs

and snails on their plots.

The Big Snail Count is a new initiative from 

Bayer Animal Health. It warned that dogs can 

become infected after swallowing molluscs 

garden centre group the 

Horticultural Trades 

Association, said: “Shield 

bugs are not new to the UK as 

a species and we have some 

of the family here. UK growers 

have measures in place to 

control pests we have now, 

and sub-species in the future.

“The plant import business 

has controls in place. Plants 

from outside the EU coming 

in are subject to an inspection 

and certifi cation scheme at 

the place of export.”

TOP AWARDS FOR HELIGAN

The Lost Gardens of Heligan won 

gold at the 2014/2015 Visit Cornwall 

Awards in Newquay. It also bagged 

the ‘Winner of Winners’ award.

NGS APPOINTS CHAIRMAN

Martin McMillan is the new chairman 

of the National Gardens Scheme. He 

has served on its council since 2006 

and opens his Cheshire garden.

NewsNews
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GARDENERS’ QUESTION TIME
CHRIS BEARDSHAW, Matthew 
Biggs and Christine Walkden join 
Eric Robson in Bournemouth. Tune 
in to BBC Radio 4 at 3pm on 
Friday 5 December (repeated at 
2pm on Sunday 7 December).
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New recruits
Homebase recruited 19 people 

out of 1,300 who applied for 

its Garden Academy training 

scheme. The students will 

work alongside designer 

Adam Frost to achieve an RHS 

Level 1 qualification, and will 

train at the retailer’s stores. 

Now in its second year, the 

scheme runs for 12 months.

A BLOOMIN’ 
BAD WEEK

A BLOOMIN’ 
GOOD WEEK
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Pond-owners
A quarter acre garden is at the 

top of the ‘dream list’ of house 

buyers, says online estate 

agent Zoom995. Fish ponds 

were listed as a no-no, due to 

the risk they can pose to kids. 

And gardens with overgrown 

shrubs and trees put off less 

green-fingered buyers as well.
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“Bugs emit a stink of
rotting rubbish”

The brown marmorated stink

bug can emit unpleasant

odours when handled
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Take part in 10-minute slug count
carrying lungworm larvae.

Despite it being the dormant season for 

slugs and snails, Bayer said it was still seeing 

“high levels of activity” in gardens – possibly 

due to mild, damp weather.

The snail count will run well into the 2015 

growing season. Prizes will be awarded for 

photos of the biggest slug or snail, strangest 

looking slug and most unusual location.

Exeter University senior lecturer in ecology 

Dr Dave Hodgson said the campaign aimed to 

make dog owners aware of the lungworm 

threat to pets, and the symptoms of infection.

He said: “This is the fi rst time ever a data 

collection on this scale has been conducted 

around slug and snail prevalence.”

Go to the ‘It’s a Jungle Out There’ Facebook 

page (� facebook.com/jungleforpets).
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Top 10 must-have seed 

catalogues for 2015

Thompson
& Morgan
YOU NEED to reach for your 

sunglasses to look at T&M’s 

2015 offering: new Nasturtium

‘Phoenix’ is bright. T&M’s 

cover star is the result of 

10 years’ breeding. 

T&M has crammed in plenty 

of novelties. Try exclusive 

Sunfl ower ‘Helios Flame’ F1 

(pictured – 2015 is the Year 

of the Sunfl ower), Poppy 

‘Raspberry Brulee’ (also 

T&M-bred) and Basil 

‘Lemonade,’ a new basil with 

a zesty, lemon twist.

The catalogue’s 195 pages are 

full of traditional favourites, too.

Q � thompson-morgan.com

	 (0844) 573 1818.

Award winning

NewsNews Got a story? call 01202 440848

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

Got a story? call 01202 440848 

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

They’re dropping through letter boxes fast: Marc Rosenberg sifts through the new 

season’s gardening catalogues and looks at what’s worth growing in the New Year

Woolmans
RECENT MILD autumns 

and winters have seen 

dahlias bloom into 

October, with 

gardeners in many 

parts of the UK 

taking a risk and 

leaving tubers in the 

ground over winter. 

Woolmans is 

responding to demand by 

launching several new 

collections in its 2015 

catalogue. Look out for the 

new Dahlia Ball Collection; 

noted for good weather-

tolerance and long vase life. 

Another addition is Dahlia ‘Noel’ (circled, above). It’s a 

large-fl owered ‘fi mbriata’ type with white-tipped red petals, 

priced at £8.95 for three tubers.

Q � woolmans.com or call 	 (0845) 658 9137.

Suttons Seeds
IF YOU thought carrots came in orange, orange and orange, 

think again. The photo on the front of Suttons’ catalogue was 

taken by TV botanist James 

Wong and features carrot 

‘Rainbow Mix’ – part of 

Suttons’ new seed tapes 

range. The A4 catalogue is 

bigger than some rivals and 

lays claim to over 200 new 

varieties. A double page 

spread of sunfl owers offers 

plenty of choice for Year of 

the Sunfl ower in 2015. 

Try ‘Giraffe’ – “possibly the

tallest sunfl ower ever bred”

(£2.99). It can grow up to 

17ft (5.2m), so you could 

end up with a record-

breaker in your garden.

Q � suttons.co.uk

	 (0844) 922 0606.

Mr Fothergill’s
WITH SO much concern over honey 

bee decline, we like how Mr F has 

used the ‘Perfect for Pollinators’ 

logo so prominently on bee-

friendly fl owers. And big RHS 

Award of Garden Merit logos 

make choosing a tried-and-tested 

variety easy, too. 

What caught our attention is 

sweet pea ‘Jimelda’ (circled),

a Mr F exclusive launch for 2015. It 

has scented, bi-colour fl owers. 

And you get four or fi ve fl owers 

on long, strong stems.

At £2.45 it’s a defi nite must-try 

for next summer. But a note to Mr 

Fothergill’s for 2016: please put the 

ordering telephone number more 

prominently on the pages of your 

catalogue. It’s diffi cult to fi nd.

Q � mr-fothergills.co.uk  	 (0845) 371 0518.
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Robinson’s
Seeds & Plants
COMPARED TO the glossy 

offerings from the big UK 

seed houses, Robinson’s 

catalogue won’t have your 

green fi ngers itching with 

inspiration: the pictures are 

small and it’s text-heavy. But

this is the place to go if you 

want seed for exhibition 

showing or giant veg.

Robinson’s has beefed up 

its offering for 2015, adding 

varieties of broad bean, 

cucumber, onion and tomato 

to its line-up. The fi rm’s website may have mammoth onion in 

its address, but there’s a lot more than onions on offer here.

Q � mammothonion.co.uk  	 (01524) 791210.

Chiltern Seeds
OKAY, IT’S not the full 

catalogue shown here but this 

2015 preview was suffi cient to 

whet our appetites. Chiltern 

Seeds is keen to highlight 

some of its favourite fl owers 

for 2015, and we have to agree 

they’ve picked some stunners.

New to the company 

(although already offered by 

some rivals) is Phlox ‘Crème 

Brulee’ (£1.75) which bears 

dusky-pinks and peachy-

cream fl owers, some of which 

have dark centres (circled). 

It’s a really eye-catching 

colour combination.

Q � chilternseeds.co.uk

	 (01491) 824675.

Dobies of Devon
DOBIES IS aimed at keener 

gardeners and you’ll fi nd all 

the staples for fl ower, veg and 

fruit gardens in the 2015 

catalogue. If we’re being 

picky, the front cover looks a 

little dull compared to rivals 

but the plant that’s featured 

is worth a mention. 

Runner Bean ‘Tenderstar’ 

(new to Dobies but also 

being introduced by other 

suppliers) is reported to 

have “exceptional” 

tenderness and fl avour. It’s 

self-pollinating, too, meaning that plenty 

of beans are produced even in bad 

summers. Priced at £3.19 it’s worth a try.

Q � dobies.co.uk  	 (0844) 701 7625.

Kings Seeds
A BUMPER catalogue from Kings Seeds and its sister 

company Suffolk Herbs. There’s a new children’s range of 

gardening kit featuring Moshi Monsters characters aimed at 

fi ve to 10 year-olds. Kings has bred a sweet pea called ‘Candy 

King’ which is a scented pink Spencer type, new for 2015.

Don’t miss 

Calabrese 

‘Monclano’ F1 

(inset), described as 

a “breeding 

breakthrough” due 

to its resistance to 

dreaded clubroot. 

We like the big-

format catalogue, 

which has an 

excellent selection 

of sweet peas.

Q � kingsseeds.com  	 (01376) 570000.

DT Brown
DT BROWN is a mail-order fruit and vegetable seed company 

– so you may be surprised to learn there’s a decent offering of 

fl owers in this catalogue too, 

although you wouldn’t know it 

from the cover. 

This kitchen garden catalogu e

offers seeds that start at 99p. 

With every seed order placed 

from the catalogue or online, 

DT Brown will give away a copy 

of Keep It Fresh, a guide to 

storing and preserving the 

gluts of produce that veg 

patches produce every season. 

There’s a good fruit selection, 

too, with trees that are suitable 

for even the smallest gardens.

Q � dtbrownseeds.co.uk

	 (0845) 371 0532.

Marshalls
KITCHEN GARDENERS take note: Marshalls is making a fuss over 

its new and exclusive garlic ‘Red Duke’ (buy one bulb, get one 

free – £6.95). It’s a hardneck garlic that’s said to be spicier and 

hotter than many other garlic varieties. Under its white skin, 

growers will fi nd eight 

to 10 purple cloves. In 

trials it was reported to 

be reliable, so the fi rm 

is now promoting ‘Red 

Duke’ as perfect for 

overwinter planting. 

Crops will be ready 

from June. Marshalls 

also offers a discount 

scheme for allotment 

clubs and societies.

Q � marshalls-seeds.

co.uk  

	 (0844) 557 6700.
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Our blow-the-budget 
selection is well worth a 
splurge so, go on, spoil them 

LA HACIENDA PALMA BIO 
ETHANOL FIREPLACE
Q Suitable for home or 

garden use. Smoke 

and odour-free, with 

tempered glass 

panels. Powered by 

bio-ethanol fuel 

(not supplied).

	 0330 363 0330 

� occa-home.co.uk 

RHS GARDEN HOLIDAY
Q Choose from 

29 options such 

as My Favourite 

Gardens in 

Scotland, with 

Stephen 

Blackmore, 

which includes 

a visit to 

Mount Stuart 

House on the 

Isle of Bute. Prices 

inclusive of accommodation on 

dinner, bed and breakfast basis, all 

garden visits and guiding.

	 020 3735 1855  � rhsgardenholidays.com 

��ɑ�ɕɜ�	ɕ���Șɜɕ�ɨȐɑ�

GENTLEMAN GARDENER’S CRATE
Q  Wooden crate containing anti-bramble 

leather gauntlets, leather knee pads, a 

9ltr galvanised watering can, Burgon 

& Ball loppers and oak plant tags.

	 0345 605 2505 

� worm.co.uk 

Present ideas

ነҫҩҩ
FORAS STONE CROSS GAME
Q Outdoor noughts and crosses 

game in frost-resistant 

rainbow sandstone. Can be 

mounted on a plinth (not 

supplied) and used as all-

weather table top.

	 03456 049049

� johnlewis.com 

FAVOURITE 
PLACE BENCH

Q Solid mango wood in a choice of natural or ash 

fi nish with the words ‘Favourite Place’. Measures: 

(HxWxD) 2ft 11in x 5ft 6in x 2ft (91x170x63cm)

	 020 8816 8284  � bouf.com 

£275

RUARK R1 
RADIO
Q Combines 

classic styling 

with up-to-the-

minute features. 

DAB and FM tuner, 

rechargeable battery 

available for outdoor use.

	 01702 601410 for stockists  

� ruarkaudio.com £200

£315

from 

£165
P&P £5.95

£272
P&P £10.99

£249

+ battery pack £49.99
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The

ҫҵҭҩ
Vita Sackville-West and Harold 
Nicolson buy Sissinghurst. They 
began work on the gardens 
immediately, starting with the 
restoration of the lake.

ҫҵҭү
Six hundred lily bulbs are 
planted and magnolias, prunus, 
viburnums, daphnes, sweet bay 
and shrub roses are ordered 
from Hillier Nurseries.  

ҫҴҵҬ
Vita, the only child of lord and 
lady Sackville, was brought up 
in one of the largest houses in 
England, Knole, twenty miles 
from Sissinghurst.

ҫҵҭҫ
The whole garden is cleared of 
rubbish and the hedges are 
planted – Vita writes the poem 
‘Sissinghurst’, dedicated to her 
then lover Virginia Woolf.

of a garden
ȃɑȐ	ɜ��

X�ɜ	Ѽɕ�ɜ��Ȑ����ȐѲ
The White Garden in summer 

with the now famous lightly

fragrant Rosa mulliganii 

covering  the pergola



G
ARDENS DO not 
normally survive 
their creators, but 
Sissinghurst 

remains one of the most heart-
rendingly beautiful spectacles 
in England. It’s a great garden 
in a romantic place, a ruined 
Elizabethan hunting palace 
fl anked on two sides by a moat, 
in the pretty wooded part of the 
Kentish Weald. Enveloped in its 
own orchards and cornfi elds, 
it’s full of intimacies and, in 
summer, what its creator called 
‘the dark blue and gold’ of long 
views and distant hills. 

The combination of the 
buildings, the walls and the 
planting around and within 
them has an extraordinary 
effect. There is very little else 
like it in the world for 
abundance and fullness: its 
fountains of roses, voluptuous, 
delicious-smelling, out-of-
control geysers of fl owers; the 
Purple Border, the White 
Garden, the Cottage Garden, all 
set within the terracotta brick 
frame. It is one of the twentieth 

century’s greatest creations, 
made eighty years ago in the 
course of about a decade by the 
writer Vita Sackville-West and 
her husband, the diplomat-
cum-politician and writer, 
Harold Nicholson.

I remember my fi rst sight of 
Sissinghurst when, just under 
thirty years ago, I was invited to 
a party on a Bank Holiday 

Monday, when the garden used 
to be closed. I was living in west 
London and, unusually for 
someone in their mid-twenties, 
I was already keen on 
gardening. I was training to be 
a doctor in the white-coat 
sterility of the Charring Cross 
Hospital wards, but I came 
from a plant-loving family and 
to keep me sane. I’d started 

Fifty years after Vita Sackville West’s 
death, Sarah Raven tells the story of 
her garden writing and what went into 
creating the garden at Sissinghurst

“I’ve had the joy 
of living in this 

wonderful place”
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ҫҵҲҳ
Two years after Vita’s death the 
National trust took over (just a 
year before Harold’s death) the 
whole of Sissinghurst, its 
garden, farm and buildings.

ҫҵҭҴ
The garden is opened for the 
National Gardening Scheme – at 
first, only two days a year and 
then two years later the gardens 
are opened daily.

Clematis grows on the wall

between the Tower Lawn 

and Rose Garden, with Iris

pseudocaurus ‘Variegatus’ and 

ferns planted in the foreground

Gardens to visit
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at the front, full of a blue-grey 
pansy with large, fl at, cheery 
fl owers, ones I associated more 
with a Hyde Park bedding 
scheme than with these grand, 
sober pots at the entrance of 
Sissinghurst. Their colour 
almost matched that of a clutch 
of rosemary bushes with 
particularly blue fl owers 
(Sissinghurst’s own hybrid) to 
their right and left, and the 
hanging bells of a small straggly 
vine of Clematis alpina, 
breaking the line of the arch 
overhead. This was the 
beginning of my exposure to 
Sissinghurst’s painterly 
combinations – that wonderful 

to grow things in my own 
back garden.

The party was held on a lovely 
sunny day in May and I was 
excited to see this famous 
garden. I had not expected the 
beauty of the buildings. People 
had talked about the garden, 
but not the place, which as you 
approach from the narrow lane 
feels more French than English, 
more like a small village than 
someone’s home. And it felt 
endearingly crooked, and with 
an air of slight crumbliness at 
every corner.

I could hear the whole party 
out on the top lawn. I went in 
slowly, noticing the bronze urns 

blue, a genius contrast to the 
colour of the Elizabethan and 
Tudor bricks, is forever seared 
into my mind.

The garden was by then – in 
the early 1980s – owned by the 
National Trust. Nigel, Vita and 
Harold’s son, had given it to the 
Trust in 1967 in lieu of his 
mother’s death duties, so that 
he could be sure their creation 
would be preserved in 
perpetuity. Pam Schwerdt and 
Sybille Kreutsberger had been 
joint head gardeners for a 
couple of years before Vita’s 
death in 1962 and they’d been 
taking care of and raising the 
horticultural level of the garden 

for the twenty-fi ve-odd years 
since, so much so, that their 
work infl uenced planting 
methods across Britain. 

LIVING VITA’S DREAM

A few years after fi rst seeing the 
garden I married Adam, 
grandson of Vita and Harold 
and when his father Nigel, 
became ill and died in 2004, we 
moved into Sissinghurst. No 
longer a doctor and with two 
children, I became a gardener, 
and as someone passionately 
interested in the beauty of 
what’s around me, I’m lucky to 
say, that I have spent ten years 
of my life entwined with Vita 

The combination of the buildings, the 

walls and the planting around and within 

them has an extraordinary effect



and her beloved Sissinghurst. 
During that time, I took time 

to plunge into her books and 
the more I learnt about Vita, the 
more excited I felt. My husband 
Adam also became increasingly 
fi red up by the idea of trying to 
enrich the whole Sissinghurst 
landscape. Vita’s words and 
photographs (albeit in black 
and white, show a garden 
brimming and overfl owing. As 
Vita says of herself, “My liking 
for gardens to be lavish is an 
inherent part of my garden 
philosophy. I like generosity 
wherever I fi nd it, whether in 
gardens or elsewhere. I hate to 

see things scrimp and scrubby.” 
“Always exaggerate rather than 
stint’, she says later, ‘masses are 
more effective than mingies.” 
Nothing was to be too tidy. “Too 
severe a formality is almost as 
repellent as lack of any.” This 
was to garden in the maximalist 
not minimalist, way.

Vita has strong loves and 
hates and she has a great turn of 
phrase. One of her favourite 
plants is the Gentiana sino-
ornata, its brilliance of colour 
“like every bit of blue sky 
landing by parachute on earth”; 
another is eremurus – the 
glorious foxtail lily, which looks 
“like a cathedral spire fl ushed 

Visiting
Sissinghurst
For opening times and 
how to get there visit 
�.nationaltrust.org/
sissinghurst-castle 

Gardens to visit
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“Masses are 
more effective 
than mingies”

The Purple Border in June with lupins, 

roses, clematis and hardy geraniums

Vita liked every inch of each bed, every 

corner and every surface of her garden 

to be abundant and luxuriant
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Harold’s genius
HAROLD HAD a genius for structural 

design, making a series of axial vistas 

and enclosed ‘rooms’ that Vita filled 

with her own particular planting style. 

The plotting and planning of the 

garden started with Harold drawing up 

avenues and viewpoints, criss-crossing 

the ruined site. He was a descendant 

of Robert Adam, and proud of it, and 

was always in charge of the 

architectural improvements and the 

design of the garden. As Vita said in 

1953, “I could never have done it 

myself. Fortunately I had, through 

marriage, the ideal collaborator. 

Harold Nicholson should have been a 

garden-architect in another life. He 

has a natural taste for symmetry, and 

an ingenuity for forcing focal points 

or long-distance views where 

everything seemed against him, a 

capacity I totally lacked.”
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These are the most lasting and 
copied legacy.

Vita was a fi rm believer in the 
view that ‘ a good gardener 
makes experiments’, that ‘the 
fun of gardening is nothing 
unless you take reckless risks’; 
but then you have to be able to 
see and admit that your choices 
were not always right – and if 
wrong, you need to change 
them. ‘The true gardener needs 
to be brutal, and imaginative for 
the future.’

The idea for the Purple 
Border came fi rst, all the 
fl owers in a range around Vita’s 
favourite colour. 

The Cottage Garden is a 
symphony of all the wild sunset 
colours ‘a sort of western sky 
after a stormy day’ is how Vita 
described it in 1952.

The famous White Garden 
started out life as Vita’s fi rst 
rose garden, housing her ever-
expanding collection of old 
shrub roses. 

The area was planted with 
white varieties of clematis, 
lavender, agapanthus, double 
primroses, anemones, camellias 
and lilies. The grey, green 
and white theme then 
developed with grey 

southernwood and artemisia 
and cotton lavender, grey-and-
white edging plants such as 
Dianthus ‘Mrs Sinkins’ and 
silvery mats of Stachys lanata.

She used climbers to clothe 
walls and boring fences, 
allowing the plants to scramble 
over a dead tree, to frame an 
archway, or climb lightly into a 
pergola. She also fi lled cracks in 
paving with what Vita described 
as ‘tramplees’ – plants that don’t 
mind being trampled on. 

Heavy, heady scents were 
another of Vita’s passions, and 
she spurs us on to add another 
string to our garden’s bow and 
to create a perfumed reservoir, 
which we can also bring inside.

THE LEGACY

Vita was a founder member of 
the National Trust Gardens 
Committee from 1948, but at 
fi rst did not want them involved 
in her own garden. 

By the end of her life her 
view had softened, and she 
left Nigel a letter saying she 
realised it would be diffi cult for 
him to keep Sissinghurst and 
she would understand if he 
wanted to choose the National 
trust option.  Q

Gardens to visit
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Reader of fer SARAH RAVEN, 

writer, cook, 

broadcaster and 

teacher, runs 

cooking, flower 

arranging, and 

gardening courses 

at the school 

she set up in 

1999 at her farm 

in East Sussex.

THE BOOK, Vita Sackville-West’s 

Sissinghurst, The creation of A 

Garden written by Vita Sackville-

West and Sarah Raven is available 

to AG readers for £28 plus free 

p&p (rrp £30). To order 	 01832 

737525 quoting reference LB 195.

The Cottage Garden in 

summer with euphorbia, 

iris, aquilegia and poppies

All garden walls are clad with

climbers, and potted plants are

displayed on the broad steps at

the base of the arch entrance 

to the Elizabethan Tower
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warm in the sunset.” 
There are things she doesn’t 

like such as privet and laurel, 
which are ‘dark, dank, dusty 
and dull – how deadly dull’, and 
standard roses – ‘top-heavy 
with their great blooms on one 
thin leg like a crane’ – and the 
month of August, ‘this dull 
time, this heavy time, when 
everything has lost its youth 
and is overgrown and mature’. 
Furthermore, she ‘hates, 
hates, hates’, the rose 
‘American Pillar’ and her 
sweetly, pink companion 
‘Perkins’ (‘Dorothy Perkins’), 
‘which should be forever 
abolished from our gardens’.

VITA’S STYLE

Vita liked a full range of plants 
all mixed up in the borders 
together, rather than the smart 
gardens of her day; she had a 
sophisticated take on colour 
which led her to make three 
gardens – the White Garden, 
the Purple Border and the 
sunset-coloured Cottage 
Garden – within a narrow 
colour range; she liked every 
inch of each bed, every corner 
and every surface of her garden 
to be abundant and luxuriant. 



AG’s Organic Gardener LISTEN TO OUR BOB ON RADIO 4'S GARDENERS' QUESTION TIMEob FlowerdewBob Flowerdew

�

Composting? One good turn!
According to Bob, creating good homemade compost is all 

about getting the mix right, and giving it the occasional turn

HOSE STARTING 

out in the wonderful 

world of compost 

often ask whether 

turning the heap is necessary. 

Why can’t we just leave it? 

Giving a ‘turn’ is never 

wasted effort, and will always 

do some good. Actually, I 

always say that turning once 

is good, twice is better and 

thrice better still. 

Each time you turn a 

compost heap you don’t just 

re-mix materials, you aerate 

the ingredients and then they 

break down more speedily.

The fi rst thing to get right is 

collecting the material. If you 

collect loads at once and fi ll a 

bin over a weekend, it’ll need 

turning less than one that 

took a month to accumulate. 

With the former, the 

process kicks in straight away 

as the material all starts to 

process together. With the 

latter, the earliest material has 

lost value while it waited, and 

so the lot needs turning, or 

rather re-mixing, and re-

aerating, so it can all re-start.

A good initial fi lling will 

reduce the need for turning if 

stuff is well mixed up as it 

goes in, rather than put on in 

thick separate layers.

The size of the bits is also 

important, as small pieces 

break down much more 

quickly than large. Therefore, 

shredding or just chopping 

with a spade reduces the 

need to turn. 

The sorts of materials affect 

the need for turning, too. The 

more variety the better; a 

mixture of nitrogenous 

wastes with fi brous, drier 

stuff always decomposes 

better than any on their own.

Fresh green stuff helps, as 

does soil or old compost 

mixed in. And plentiful, but 

not too much water – 

preferably dirty – helps. 

T
BOB’S TIPS
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Small pieces break

down in a compost

heap much more

quickly than large

A bin rapidly fi lled with 

well mixed, manure-wetted 

straw, fresh pulled weeds 

with soil on their roots and 

grass clippings, will cook 

so well a turning really 

won’t be needed – but it 

will still do some good. 

And one other thing – a 

really big heap needs 

turning less than a small 

one. This is handy, as it 

would also be a hard job! 

Indeed, I’d rather spend 

more effort collecting 

more materials to make a 

much bigger heap just so 

I don’t need to turn it!  Q

“The more 
variety in a 

heap the better”
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 – save up to 34% on a subscription to Amateur Gardening

Start your Christmas shopping early! VISIT: www.magazinesdirect.com/CBW4

OR CALL: 0844 8480848 and quote code CBW4. 

Lines open 7 days a week 8am-9pm (UK time). Overseas +44 (0) 330 3330 233

Sow seed of leaf salads in pots 
on a warm, light windowsill

Plant almost anything hardy 
now if soil is still workable

Buy a gardening book or three 
to brighten dark evenings
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■   TELEPHONE ORDER LINE 

	 0844 573 2021, please 

quote AG630

 ■   Subscribers quote AG631 

and your subscriber 

number to claim your

10% discount

■   ORDER ONLINE at 

	 www.thompson-morgan.

com/ag630

■   Subscribers should visit 

www.thompson-morgan.

com/ag631 to claim your 

10% discount

All orders will be acknowledged by letter or email, advising you of the expected despatch date. This offer is subject to availability. 
Offer enquiry line 0844 573 2021 (9am-8pm, seven days a week). All correspondence concerning this offer should be sent to: 
Amateur Gardening Nerines Offer, Dept AG630/ AG631, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. Please note your contract for supply of goods 
is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU. (Terms and conditions available on request). Closing date:
31st December 2014. Bulbs despatched from January 2015. 

Cardholders call direct on ✆ 0844 573 2021 quoting AG630, 

or AG631 if you’re a subscriber. The order lines are open seven days a week, 9am to 8pm 

(voicemail at other times) alternatively, please complete the coupon in BLOCK CAPITALS. 

Remittance may be made by MasterCard, Visa, Maestro, postal order or cheque (name, 

address and AG630 (AG631 if a subscriber) on the back of cheque, please), crossed and 

made payable to T&M. Offer available to readers on the UK mainland only. 

HOW TO ORDER

Nerine bowdenii
 HESE AUTUMN fl owering Nerine bulbs 

(also known as Guernsey lilies) bear 

bright pink blooms on sturdy stems. 

They make dramatic cut fl owers at a time when 

other blooms are scarce.

This RHS Award of Garden Merit (AGM) 

species is best planted in tight clumps for a 

dramatic late season display. The bulb size is

5 to 5.5in (12/14cm).

Q SUPER SAVER COLLECTION

Buy 5 bulbs of each variety worth £39.96 for 

just £19.98 – 20 BULBS FOR HALF PRICE!

HALF
PRICE
COLLECTION

An explosion of colour that will rejuvenate your borders!

Send to: Amateur Gardening Nerines Offer, Dept 

AG630/AG631, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Signature

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

                                                                                           Postcode  

Telephone                                                    Date of birth

Amateur Gardening is published by Time Inc. (UK). Your personal information is 
collected by Time Inc. (UK) in order to process your order.

■ Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by 

post or telephone for the purpose of research or marketing of Time Inc. (UK)’s products or services.

■ Please tick here if you would prefer not to be contacted by other organisations carefully selected by 

Amateur Gardening or Time Inc. (UK) by post or telephone for the purpose of research or marketing 

such organisations’ products or services.

Would you like to receive emails from Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) containing news, special 

offers and product and service information and take part in our magazine research via email? If yes, 

please enter your email address below.

Email

6 DECEMBER 2014 / AG630/631

(Maestro only)

(Maestro only) 

My card number is

Valid from Expires end Issue no.

I enclose my cheque no………............... Value £………...............

made payable to T&M (with your name and address on the back). 

To pay by Mastercard/Visa/Maestro (delete as applicable) 

complete card details below.

AG Subscriber No. (if applicable)..........................

NERINES OFFER AG630/631

CODE PRODUCT Price
Subs 
price

QTY Total

TCC57021
Nerine Bowdenii 
‘Pink’ – 5 bulbs £9.99 £8.99

TCC57022
Nerine Bowdenii 
‘Alba’ – 5 bulbs £9.99 £8.99

TCC57023
Nerine Bowdenii 
‘Isabel’ – 5 bulbs £9.99 £8.99

TCC57024
Nerine Bowdenii 
‘Stefani’ – 5 bulbs £9.99 £8.99

TCC57025P
Nerine Bowdenii 
Collection – 20 bulbs £19.98 £17.98

£1.95

£Total

* Add postage and packaging

�

T
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Q Nerine ‘Pink’
Easy to grow, with an impressive display 

of magenta funnel-shaped blooms. 

Height and spread: 18x3in (45x8cm).

5 bulbs £9.99

Q Nerine ‘Isabel’
Dark-pink fl owers add a bold statement 

to borders and patio pots. Height and 

spread: 24x8in (60x20cm).

5 bulbs £9.99

Q Nerine ‘Alba’
Crisp-white starry blooms with curved 

petals are held above tall stems. Height 

and spread: 18x4in (45x10cm).

5 bulbs £9.99

Q Nerine ‘Stefani’
These white and shell-pink bi-coloured 

fl owers have a spicy fragrance. Height 

and spread: 18x6in (45x15cm.)

5 bulbs £9.99
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Features �����
Hardback with useful internal storage 

pocket. Contains 52 botanical paintings 

and a year-planner. Size: 5¾in x 4½in 

(14.5cm x 11cm). ISBN 978 071123515 1

Performance �����
A week to view per page left less space 

for making notes. Opposite each is a 

beautiful full-page botanical painting 

from the RHS Lindley Library. But due to 

the artwork it lacks space on each page 

for the dates for the whole month.

Value �����
Hardback format is slightly bulky for the 

pocket but it is the most decorative and 

the pocket is handy for storing tickets 

or business cards.

Features �����
Covered in a fabric with a silky fi nish, the 

cream paper is FSC certifi ed. Contains 

horticultural inspired illustrations on 

every page with date grid, space for 

notes and addresses. Size 6¼in x 3½in 

(16cm x 9cm). ISBN 978 178293634 3

Performance �����
The week to view over two page format 

gives plenty of space to write, with easy 

view dates for the whole month at every 

turn, along with space for a full page 

of notes per month. Judith Glover’s 

gorgeous illustrations grace every page.

Value �����
A lovely little diary with a delicate 

feminine touch.

Features �����
Smooth fi nish printed cover with FSC 

certifi ed paper inside. There’s space for 

addresses, personal details, dates to 

remember along with a date grid and 

2016 year planner. Size: 6¼in x 3½in 

(16cm x 9cm). ISBN 978 178293719-7

Performance �����
Two weeks to view per two pages, so 

slightly less space than some of the 

others. It was a little disconcerting 

having a faint garden plan, similar to 

a water mark, on all the pages, but we 

liked Alan’s reminders about jobs to do.

Value �����
Slim profi le, perfect for pocket and ideal 

for male gardeners.

RHS POCKET DIARY  
£7.99 P&P £3.30

	�01903 828503

� franceslincoln.com

H
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we try before you buy

GARDEN DAYS BY JUDITH 
GLOVER  £4.99 P&P £2.49

	�0808 178 1344 or for store fi nder

� calendarclub.co.uk

ALAN TITCHMARSH GARDENING 
DIARY  £4.99 P&P £2.49

	�calendarclub.co.uk

� 0808 178 1344 or

for store fi nder

S
O MANY calendars are 

available on computer systems 

and phones these days, but you 

really can’t beat managing your 

daily life the good old-fashioned way 

– with a diary. A pocket diary is more 

tangible, can be kept close at hand and 

is a handy reference point for plotting 

special dates. Plus, those devoted to a 

particular subject like gardening often 

offer more than a general purpose 

diary, by way of beautiful images and 

helpful specialist information.

The selection of pocket diaries on 

test this week are typical examples of 

what’s on offer this year. While some 

include seasonal reminders, gardens to 

visit information or jobs to do through 

the year, others are more decorative 

and would make lovely Christmas gifts 

for green-fi ngered friends. 

As they each vary in format we’ve 

commented on the areas of space to 

write in. Worth mentioning too that all 

have ribbon page markers except for 

the National Trust Planner.  

Consumer editor Julia Heaton fi nds out which of six diaries will 
serve you best when you’re out and about in the coming year 

TriedTried 
& tested
TriedTriedTTriedTriedTriTT

 & tested

11 15 13 15 12 15

Gardeners’ 2015
pocket diaries
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Tried
 & tested

TriedTriedTried 
& tested

Features �����
Made from FSC approved cream paper 

with a coated card cover. Space is given 

for anniversaries, contacts, personal 

details, notes and a 2016 year planner. 

Size 6¾in x 3½in (17cm x 9cm).  

Performance �����
The whole month is shown in landscape 

format so it’s a bit like having a wall 

calendar in your pocket. This restricted 

daily entries to a couple of words. 

Although pretty basic it’s still user- 

friendly and helpful for plotting seed 

sowing or days out. 

Value �����
Slim and light, and takes up little space 

so easy to keep close at hand.  

Features �����
High quality fabric cover, FSC certifi ed 

white paper. Ample space for personal 

details, addresses, contacts and notes. 

There’s also a 2016 planner, calendar 

grids, London Underground map and 

sunrise and sunset times. Size 6½in x 

3½in (16.5cm x 9cm). 

ISBN 978 178293590-2

Performance �����
Week to view format over two pages 

and dedicated pages for notes and 

dates. Great if you plan to visit Kew as 

there’s 30 pages of information and 

colour photos on the gardens.   

Value �����
Good value as it has an expensive feel.

LETTS RHS GARDENERS’ DIARY  £8.99 P&P £2

	  0131 654 7695 
�  letts.co.uk

Features �����
Includes an A-Z section of addresses, notes, 

calendars and several pages for 2015/16 planning. 

Also conversion tables, national railway and 

London tube maps, notable dates and holidays. 

Paper is from renewable sources and cover sticker 

is removable. Size: 6in x 3½in (15cm x 9cm).

Performance �����
Packed with information about RHS shows, 

RHS gardens and garden societies, this 

diary meets the brief in every way. It s 

loaded with information and ideal for 

gardeners on the move, listing 160 

gardens to visit around the country. 

With a week to view over two pages 

it provides plenty of space for daily 

jottings and contains six beautiful photos 

to cheer rainy days.

Value �����
A traditional diary equipped with pencil 

down the spine –a winning formula for 

every keen gardener. 

NATIONAL TRUST DIARY YEAR 
PLANNER  £3 P&P £2.50

Also from National Trust shops

and high street stationers

� nationaltrust.org.uk

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN KEW  
£5.99 P&P £2.50

	�0208332 3124

� kew.org

THOUGHTFUL GARDENER 
SEED ORGANISER  £14 P&P £2.95

Boots stores or �  boots.com

Now’s a great time to 
get things sorted

TIDY UP TIME
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BEST
BUY

10 15 14 15

Storage solutions 

don’t have to be 

purely functional 

as this pretty 

but practical 

mini metal 

fi ling cabinet 

demonstrates. 

The powder blue fi nish and rustic 

styled handles ensure it looks good 

on a windowsill or shelf. Measures: 

HxWxD: 6in x 6in x 4in (15.5cm x 

15.5cm x 10.5cm). 

GARDEN 2 SHELF TOOL TIDY  
£15.99 P&P £4.99

	  01246 451077  �  twowests.co.uk

E ure tools are easy to fi nd 

a d safely out of harm’s way. 

Here’s a compact storage 

solution that will hold 

a range of tools and is 

made from hardwearing, 

sturdy resin. Assembly is 

easy, and you can secure the 

unit to a wall or other solid 

surface for added peace 

of mind. HxWxD: 21¼in 

(54cm) x 23½in(60cm) x 

11¾in (30cm).

GARDEN TIDY  £20 P&P £2.50 UK MAINLAND

	  01233 668899  �  graceandhome.co.uk 

Eight storage compartments ensure 

there’s plenty of room for all your 

important bits and pieces in this 

wooden storage box. The green colour 

and retro styling are attractive, while 

the handle means you can carry it out 

into the garden whenever needed. 

Ideal for gloves, string, hand tools 

and more. 

Measures 

HxLxW: 8in 

(20cm) x 15in 

(38cm) x 7½in 

(19cm).

15 15
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ACROSS

2 Genus of flowering 

plants, the white annual 

ones of which were 

recently given the name 

lobularia (7)

6 Genus of shade-loving 

plants known variously as 

lords-and-ladies and 

cuckoo pint (4) 

7 With manganese, zinc, 

copper and molybdenum, 

this is a trace element in 

the soil, needed by plants 

in very small quantities (4)

8 Short poem, as in the 

African violet variety ‘___ 

to Beauty’! (3)

9 Concealed in Hidcote! (3)

10 Ornate vase for the 

patio perhaps (3)

11 To come in without 

permission, as one 

vigorous plant may do to 

its less vigorous neighbour! 

(7)

12 Helianthus is also known 

as the ___ flower (3)

13 Rodent, and of which is 

referred to in the Christmas 

tree variety ‘___ Tail’ (3) 

14 Common name for 

plants of the buxus genus 

(3)

15 Annual plant, Hibiscus 

esculentus, of Ethiopian 

origin, grown for its edible 

pods (4)

16 Something blunted, 

stunted or cut short, such 

as a stump (4) 

17 Exposes to the air, as in 

turning the soil (7) 

DOWN

1 Genus of the summer-

flowering swan river daisy 

(11)

2 Genus of the Tongking or 

Tonkin cane, and Tongking 

bamboo (11)

3 Genus of the Chinese 

lantern lily (11)

4 Several plants of 

Argyranthemum frutescens 

(11)

5 At this on Christmas Day 

one traditionally has a meal 

of turkey, roast potatoes, 

Brussels sprouts and 

Christmas pudding! (6,5)

CROSSWORD ANSWERS  ACROSS 2 Alyssum 6 Arum 7 Iron

8 Ode 9 Hid 10 Urn 11 Intrude 12 Sun 13 Rat 14 Box 15 Okra 16 Stub 

17 Aerates  DOWN 1 Brachyscome 2 Arundinaria 3 Sandersonia

4 Marguerites 5 Dining table

TRUE OR FALSE? FALSE: Brazil is named after the Brazilwood 

tree (Caesalpinia echinata), which is the premier wood used for 

making bows for stringed instruments

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE The roof vent, originally open, is now 

closed (top) and a glazing bar is missing (top left). Flowers at the 

rear of the greenhouse have grown taller, as has a stack of plastic 

flower pots in the bottom right-hand corner of the picture.

KEYWORD ANSWER TO WORDSEARCH NO. 235 (AG, 1 NOV)

CORIANDER

AND THE WINNER IS: R W CORDREY, EAST SUSSEX

Answers below

Cross word
just for fun... 

�

WIN 

£30! This word search 
comprises plant 
names beginning 

with ‘E’. They are listed 
below; in the grid they may be 
read across, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally. Letters may 
be shared between words. 

Erroneous or duplicate words 
may appear in the grid, but there 
is only one correct solution. After 
the listed words are found there 
are 10 letters remaining; arrange 
these to make this week’s 
KEYWORD.

Word search

EASTER

ECHEVERIA

ECHINACEA

ECHIUM

EGLANTINE

ELAEAGNUS

ELDER

ELM

EMBOTHRIUM

EPIMEDIUM
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ERINUS
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This week’s Keyword is ..........................................................................

Name ............................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................

Postcode .....................................................................................................

Email ............................................................................................................

Tel no ............................................................................................................

Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, publisher of Amateur Gardening will collect your personal information 
solely to process your competition entry.

HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry 
form, and send it to AG Word Search No 240, Amateur 

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset 
BH15 1JG, to arrive by Weds 17 Dec, 2014. The first correct 
entry chosen at random will win our £30 cash prize.

No:
240

It can be tricky to get out into the garden in December, with rain, wind and short 
days upon us. If the weather’s bad, boost morale by cleaning out the greenhouse 
ahead of the new season. Can you spot the FOUR differences between these two 
pictures of a greenhouse interior though?  (Answers can be found at the bottom of the page)

The country of 
Brazil is named 
after the Brazil 
nut. (Answer at the 

bottom of page)

true or 

false?
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If you want to give your home a grown-up, Christmassy feel consider decorating 
with flowering houseplants, opting for stylish pink or white blooms instead of 
the usual red and green theme, says Mike Pilcher

POTS ON a windowsill will give your home a festive look from inside and out. 

You can increase the impact of your seasonal display by repeat planting a line of 

individual pots. Both cyclamen (above) and saintpaulias or African violets (left) 

will thrive on a north or east-facing windowsill but remember, you must remove 

them before closing the curtains at night to prevent them getting a chill. The 

best way to water these plants is from the bottom - stand the plant on a saucer 

of tepid water and once the surface is wet, remove and allow it to drain.

Saintpaulia

Baubles
blooms&

Baubles
blooms&
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FOR MANY it wouldn’t be Christmas without a cheap and cheerful 

bright red poinsettia. If however, you think that the red variety is 

far too naff, don’t dismiss the plant outright as they also come in 

pink, salmon and ivory shades. Unfortunately these attractive 

plants can be as troublesome as the most diffi cult houseguest. 

Even the short trip home from the garden centre can injure leaves 

and bracts. And indoors, if they become too hot, too cold, sit in a 

draught or a have too much to drink, these beauties will sulk, so 

keeping the plants away from cold windows and their soil moist 

but not waterlogged will help. 

Note: Poinsettia is poisonous and the white sticky sap can cause 

an itchy rash so keep children and pets away from your plants.
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Poinsettia

POTTED BULBS are a 

great buy at this time of 

year. Narcissus such as 

‘Tete a Tete’, crocus and 

hyacinths look fantastic 

planted en masse in pots 

and mulched with moss or 

‘pickings’ from the garden 

and supported  with 

shrubby twigs. Hyacinths 

(right) easily adjust to 

‘lounge culture‘ and are 

less inclined to rocket 

upwards. You’ll be 

rewarded with sweet 

scent too although they’d 

be hard pushed to beat 

the  sweet scent of the 

star-shaped fl owers of 

‘Paper White’ narcissi (far 

right) which pump out 

mood-enhancing perfume 

for up to six weeks.

Spring bulbs

“Friday December 12th is 
International Poinsettia Day”
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Cyclamen
FOR SWEET scent think about jewel-bright cyclamen with their shell-like 

fl owers. Marbled leaves complement the blooms and kept just moist 

they’ll fl ower for weeks. When buying, look for specimens with plenty of 

unopened fl ower buds, healthy leaves and sturdy stems and as the 

fl owers and leaves fade pull them free from the corm so you don’t leave 

cut stem remains rotting into the crown.

These moth orchids 

make great gifts and 

won’t break the bank so 

for a more lavish gift, 

why not add a colour-

matched decorative 

cache pot and top dress 

with a generous mulch 

of moss!

Succulents

OFTEN OVERLOOKED these trouble-free plants deserve wider 

recognition. An ideal Christmas gift would be echeveria, which have juicy 

leaves in grey-green, lilac and red arranged in a rosette shape. They 

require minimal watering but decent daylight and they’ll get larger and 

multiply for years to come. Mulch with some miniature baubles for 

Christmas, replace later with shells or decorative stones. 

What you need – a large sheet 

of quality gift-wrap, re-cycled 

nylon zip and staples. 

POTTED PLANTS are great 

value compared with cut 

fl owers. but gift-wrapping 

houseplants can be tricky. You 

can choose from paper, fabric 

or even a strip of bark but for 

something a bit different we 

couldn’t resist showing you this 

fun and yet simple idea...
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Orchids
STYLISH AND elegant, phalaenopsis, produces moth-like 

fl owers that last for weeks, if not months and although 

sensitive to temperature fl uctuations and excessive dryness 

at the roots, this is one of the easiest orchids to grow indoors. 

Removing individual fl owers as they fade and cutting the 

stems to just above a notch lower down on the stalk will 

ensure they repeat fl ower and give years of pleasure. 

It’s a 
wrap!

Houseplants
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When giving plants as gifts, 

avoid any that have elaborate 

care and feeding requirements.

Trim the paper to fi t around the 

pot so both edges meet, and 

then staple the zip in place.

Fasten the zip and pull up 

suffi ciently to hide a proportion 

of the pot.

GET THE watering right and these fl oriferous beauties really put on a lasting show. “Cool 

and just moist” should be your care mantra – and rainwater if you have it for Azalea indica. 

It’s best to submerge the pot in water until the bubbles stop and then let it drain. Wait until 

it is dry before repeating. If the fl owers and buds have slightly faded by the time you notice 

fear not – their powers of recovery are the stuff of legend.

SHOW STOPPER
If you like your bulbs showy then 

amaryllis (hippeastrum) with their 

thick fl eshy stems and giant 

trumpet-shaped fl owers will 

always draw admiring glances. 

You can buy bulbs in bloom or a 

‘kit’ with everything you need to 

grow your own.

LONG-LASTING
Peaking at Christmas time is the 

aptly named Christmas cactus, 

Schlumbergera truncatus that 

comes in shades of rose-purple, 

red, orange and white. Whilst the 

blooms last for only a few days, 

they open in succession to give a 

lasting diaplay.

FAB AND FUNKY
Day-Glo shades of pink, purple 

and orange make Flaming Katy or 

kalanchoe a fun gift for fashion 

conscious friends who like to 

keep up with the latest decorating 

trends. Its succulent leaves mean 

that it can cope with bright 

sunshine and neglect.

MADE FOR MUMS
Pot mums have amazing 

capabilities in fi ghting pollution 

by removing potentially harmful 

chemicals from the air. These 

colourful plants can also help 

lower blood pressure, reduce 

stress and promote feelings of 

relaxation and wellbeing - a useful 

Christmas gift for worn out mums!

Azalea

Best of 
the rest

GROOMING WILL keep displays 

pristine so take time to remove 

faded blooms and yellowing 

leaves. Turn pots on windowsills 

regularly so they don’t grow 

lopsided, and treat your plants to 

the occasional misting and 

dusting. Flowering plants will 

also be more productive if given 

a half-strength dose of high 

potash feed whilst they’re 

producing fl ower buds.

Plant 
care
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Write to Jenny Bagshaw, Amateur

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay

Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG or email:

amateurgardening@timeinc.com

Write to Jenny Bagshaw, Amateur 

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay 

Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG or email: 

amateurgardening@timeinc.comLettersLetters

For 
peat’s
sake!

I HAD always thought that cloud pruning looked 

beautifully natural. 

However, on a recent visit to Japan I discovered that it 

takes an awful lot of hours and a wide assortment of 

ladders to achieve the effect.

Mary Cook, Market Rasen, Lincs

Cloud cuckoo land?

A pair of couch potatoes

Readers QUICKTIPS
TO MAKE your freshly-cut Christmas tree last longer, add 

some lemonade to the water in the reservoir or pot that 

you’ve settled it into.

Mrs J Giblin, Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan

LAST AUTUMN I took on a neglected allotment which, over 

the years, others have failed to master as it’s soil is full of the 

dreaded marestail, bindweed and couch grass.

After getting a piece of the plot half cultivated, I put in some 

potatoes to make use of the land. It worked well but I was 

fascinated to fi nd that couch grass could grow straight 

through a potato, as you can see.

Steve Binning, Wells, Somerset

G een gardeners urged to make peat-free pledge
GARDENERS ARE being urged to make a 
pledge to go peat-free – by campaigners 
who want to save peat bogs for wildlife.

The Peat Free Pledge campaign is being 
backed by organisations including The 
Scottish Wildlife Trust, Plantlife and 
Climate Revolution, as well as 
individuals such as designer an d
environmental activist 
Vivienne Westwood.

SWIMMING POOLS
The Government has a target 
for UK amateur gardeners to 
be peat-free by 2020, but next 
year will see a host of high-peat 
composts return to garden centres.

Campaign organisers say that, every 
month, UK gardeners use enough peat to 

fi ll 69 Olympic swimming pools. They 
claim that peat is being consumed “200 
times faster than it forms” and 94 per 
cent of UK lowland bogs have been lost.

Asked if the campaign would also 
target the vast quantity of peat that’s 

burnt in Irish power stations, 
spokeswoman Dr Anna Evely 
said: “It’s focused on what we, 
as individuals, can do to help 
our peatlands. In this case it’s 
a simple message of ‘go peat-
free in your garden’ – a 

message aimed at gardeners.
“We have discussed expanding 

our campaign at a later stage, 
beyond horticulture, but it will not be part 
of this fi rst phase.”
� mayaproject.org/peat-free-pledge.

“It’s a simple message: go
peat-free in your garden”

Campaigners say 94 per cent of UK
lowland peat bogs have been lost

A
la

m
y

Time Inc

STARLETTER

JENNY SAYS: 

You could always 
try cloud pruning a 

bonsai instead 
Mary – no danger 
of getting vertigo 

then either!

I MUST join in the ‘Peat-free’ debate. 

God forbid I should dare to question 

the ‘High Priest of Gardening’, but dear 

Monty Don doesn’t garden in the real 

world with the rest of us.

I don’t just grow vegetables and cut 

fl owers as I have a large collection of 

exotic plants, and sadly some of these 

plants will not grow in any other 

medium but pure peat.

Bog plants, carnivorous plants and 

begonias are just a few that will not live 

in anything but peat. I agree that to use 

it in garden soil is wasteful but people 

who make a living from unusual plants, 

and people like myself who love their 

hobby are going to be made to suffer.

Also, plants started off in peat do so 

much better when they’re put in the 

ground. Sorry Monty, ‘Long live peat!’

Maggie Powell, Minehead, Somerset
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Our Star Letter wins £40 in National Garden Gift Vouchers; tip of the week, £10; other letters £5 (£10 if we use a photo you’ve sent). 

There will be no vouchers awarded for Facebook comments published on these pages.  Vouchers can be bought and redeemed at over 

2,000 UK outlets offering more than 90,000 garden plants and products.  Visit �  thevouchergarden.co.uk for details.  

Letters are edited at AG’s discretion. Please enclose an SAE if you would like photos to be returned. 

LettersLetters

That’s a very 
cosmic cosmos

Concrete jungle

THIS IS my single Cosmos which grew to 12ft 

tall and then got bent over in a gale in October. 

I actually loved the way it kept fl owering, so I 

kept dead-heading to keep it blooming for as 

long as possible. I think the result’s quite lovely.

Emily Terry, Queensferry, Deeside

MY NEIGHBOUR asked me how my sunfl owers 

were doing as she knew I’d sowed fi ve seeds in the 

spring, but over time the young plants got chewed 

and damaged. However one survived, which I 

managed to grow to between eight and nine feet 

tall. I was so pleased with it that I planted it into the 

garden but then to my dismay a fox dug a huge 

hole and I found the sunfl ower dead on the drive.

My neighbour commiserated and invited me over 

to see hers instead, which she hadn’t even planted 

but which just grew. As you can see it’s a beautiful 

plant that’s growing between her paving stones 

probably from a seed dropped by a passing bird.

Perhaps I need to concrete my garden too!

Mrs Jean Knight, Cheltenham, Glos

It was quite a 

squash up there!
I RECEIVED some Chila (Cucurbita fi cifolia) seeds 

from Portugal for the fi rst time and put three plants 

on top of a compost bin in the spring. They soon 

escaped the nicely sheltered but confi ned space 

however and crawled all over my London allotment. 

One shoot decided to climb into the thick foliage 

of my fi g trees, where one day I spotted what 

looked like a huge lantern hanging 

from a branch. It was so h e y 

that I decided to secure it 

with a piece of rope. In all, 

the three plants produced 

11 equally large fruits. 

They are said to keep for 

up to seven years, so I 

won’t be going hungry in 

the near future! 

And when I decided to 

remove the spent plants, I 

noticed that the shoot in the fi g 

tree had continued its journey onto the roof of my 

shed. I pulled as hard as I could, but found great 

resistance. So I climbed up, only to fi nd yet another 

huge fruit on the roof. It can’t get any better than 

that, can it?

Ursula Riniker, London
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I’m making 
progress 
at last in 
taming the 
hillside.
Anne 
Griffi ths

I’m with you all the way on the peat argument 
Tim. Well said!
Jill Haslam

From this week’s posts

AG on

Next door’s cat 
decided that some of 
my garden mice may 
have been fl ushed 
out of the hedge 
during a lull from the 
torrential rain, so 
stayed on guard till 
the rain came again.
Marion Monahan



Me & my
courtyard

garden



Once used for 

drying clothes, a 

sheltered Welsh 

courtyard has been 

transformed into 

an elegant garden
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UILT IN the 1780’s 

Tom and Jenny 

Williams’ home 

takes its name from 

its original function – as a 

laundry and butter dairy, 

above which servants once 

lived. Back then the garden 

was a cobbled courtyard 

where lines of freshly washed 

clothes and sheets regularly 

fluttered in the breeze. Over 

the years, however, the 

cobbles were removed and 

by the time Tom and Jenny 

arrived six years ago the 

courtyard had been split into 

separate gardens for tenants 

to use.

“It all needed completely 

renovating,” says Tom. “So 

we started from the outside 

and worked our way in, 

creating borders around the 

outside of the courtyard 

walls!” After that they set 

about reuniting the divided 

pieces of courtyard to create 

a coherent plan for the space. 

“I’m a builder and 

landscaper”, explains Tom, 

“so it wasn’t too bad as I was 

able do the work myself.” 

Both are also fairly 

experienced gardeners and 

Jenny, a hairdresser by trade, 

had taken a course in garden 

design, so relished the 

challenge ahead. 

When drawing up the 

design, Jenny explains: “The 

view from the kitchen was 

always going to be really 

important and we knew 

B

“People say 
it has quite 
a romantic 

look”

The tall beech hedges, pleached 

limes and choice of old stone and 

brick materials, all give the garden a 

maturity far beyond its age. But it 

has not been easy. The garden is in a 

frost pocket and temperatures can 

plummet in winter. 



MEET THE OWNERS

OWNERS Tom and Jenny Williams 

ADDRESS The Laundry, Llanrhaeadr, Denbigh, North 

East Wales, LL16 4NL

GARDEN SIZE  Half an acre

ORIENTATION North-facing

SOIL Good, neutral to alkaline loam

SPECIAL FEATURES A traditional courtyard garden 

built within old stone walls, extending out into the 

driveway and surrounds. Large patio and dining area 

near the house, pleached lime avenue, curved lawns 

and long borders offering a mix between formal and 

cottage garden styles.

The Laundry raised just under £1,700 for the NGS 

during an open weekend earlier this year. Tom and 

Jenny will be opening their garden again in June 2016.

Tom clips the wisteria above the door to the walled 

garden. The couple estimate the walls to be 230

years old, built at the same time as the house.

Tom and Jenny use reclaimed materials where 

they can. So old half bricks now edge the lawn 

and cobbles, once used in the courtyard fl oor,

form the base for the garden pergola
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we wanted a stone terrace 

here, so this very much 

influenced the plan.” The 

couple then put down the 

shapes of the lawns. “Tom 

likes his ovals”, smiles Jenny, 

“and actually these detract 

really well from the funny 

shape of the garden!” 

Although the space is very 

much defined by the old 

walls, Tom adds: “We realised 

we were so lucky to have 

them because they gave us 

an instant room.” Within this 

space today their elegant 

stone terrace now flows into 

Tom’s sinuously curved oval 

lawns and herbaceous 

borders are full of old English 

roses, delicate asters and 

steel-blue echinops. 

Much of the inspiration has 

come from visiting other 

gardens – Highgrove being a 

particular favourite. “It has 

such a wonderful 

atmosphere,” explains Jenny, 

“a great balance of structure 

and features, which we’ve 

tried to recreate to some 

extent. I like the softness 

of our planting – people 

tell us it has quite a 

romantic look.” And one, 

no doubt, that could 

banish the wash-day blues 

any time of the year. Q

The delicate lavender-coloured 

fl owers of this aster are a

magnet for benefi cial hoverfl ies
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GET THE
LOOK

Delicate pink pelargoniums soften 

the look of grey, weathered wood

The dark coloured bark 

of hazel canes appear 

more natural than light 

bamboo canes
The loose, soft foliage of cosmos contrasts 

beautifully against carefully clipped box hedging

Pots in the centre of a dining table 

create a focal point

Choose pot

shapes that pick 

up on the lines 

of surrounding 

features

TABLE DECORATION
Herbs in terracotta pots look especially good 

on a patio table, picking up on the theme of 

outdoor dining and still being easily 

accessible from the kitchen for cooking

FLATTERING 

LOOKS
A large, round, terracotta 

pot, fi ts perfectly into the 

crook of the curved stone 

wall, while the mix of formal 

and informal planting 

against neat stone paving 

creates a well-balanced look

 

BE ONE of the first 

to receive your 

copy of The Yellow 

Book 2015 when 

it’s published in 

February. The 

essential ‘bible’ to visiting thousands 

of gardens open for the NGS has a new 

look next year and full colour 

throughout, making finding a garden 

to visit near you even easier. For 

details of how to pre-order the book, 

price £11.99, visit � ngs.org.uk

YELLOW
BOOK 
NEWS



To place classified advertising: 

Call 0203 148 2858 Fax 0203 148 8314 

or email tadeyo.akitoye@timeinc.com
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Polytunnel Specialists - Garden, Allotment & Commercial Sizes
Leading UK polytunnel manufacturer Garden Allotment & Commercial sizes. 30 Years experience - Personal service & sound advice.

Send for your comprehensive brochure.

CITADEL POLYTUNNELS LTD, Unit 2B Brookhampton Lane, Kineton, Warwickshire, CU35 0JA

Tel: 01789 842689. Order online at: www.citadelpolytunnels.com
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Treasure
hunt

TreasurreTreasure
hunt
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS Use of personal details: Entering this competition indicates 
your consent to be added to the regular Amateur Gardening newsletters and that Time 
Inc. (UK) Ltd, and its partners may contact you about relevant products or services and 
research via email.  You can opt out at any time via the unsubscribe messages in the 
emails you are sent. Closing date for entries is Friday 2 January 2015. All entries must 
be on the offi cial entry form, no photocopies accepted. Entries received mutilated, 
illegible, altered, incomplete or not complying exactly with the rules and instructions 
will be disqualifi ed. No responsibility can be accepted for entries lost or delayed in the 
post or elsewhere. No correspondence will be entered into and entry implies acceptance 
of the rules as fi nal and legally binding. Employees of Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, VegTrug and 
their relatives are not eligible for entry. The prize is non-transferable and is as listed 
– no cash alternative.

D

B

TO ENTER: For your chance to win, simply track down the 

four images below in this issue of Amateur Gardening, fi ll in 

the coupon telling us which page each appears on and send to 

Natalie Paszkowski, December Treasure Hunt, Time Inc. (UK) 

Ltd, 7th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London 

SE1 0SU, to reach us before Friday 2 January 2015.

Use of personal details: entering this competition indicates your consent to be added 

to the regular Amateur Gardening newsletters and that Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. and its 

partners may contact you about relevant products or services and research via email. 

You can opt out at any time via the unsubscribe messages in the emails you are sent. 

Amateur Gardening, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. will collect your personal information to process your entry and to gain 

a better understanding of our magazine readership.

Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion 

on our magazines and services.  Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from us.  ■

Time Inc. may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so they can contact you by telephone or post 

with regards to promoting and researching their products and services.  Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted.  ■

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Full name

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address
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INDING THE 

perfect present 

for elderly 

relatives who like to 

garden, and children, 

who are showing a green-

fingered interest, has 

never been easier. The 

VegTrug is bound to 

please all ages, and for 

very good reason. It’s not 

only stylish but the 

unique V shape allows a 

variety of crops to be 

grown at the depths they 

require to flourish – 

perfect for everything 

from herbs and salads to 

root vegetables. There 

are quite a few different 

styles and sizes to 

choose from too, with 

prices starting at £89.99 

for the 30in (75cm) Mini 

VegTrug.

Standing at an easily 

accessible height the 

traditional plantation 

cedar VegTrugs are ideal 

for older relatives or 

anyone who struggles 

with bending or kneeling. 

In fact the V-shape allows 

for seated gardening and 

wheelchair access. It’s 

also equally suitable for 

children who love to eat 

what they grow. 

Kids who want their 

very own will love the 

bright colours in the 

VegTrug Poppy range 

(£49.99rrp), made 

especially for them. 

There’s a choice of trendy 

lime green, red, pale blue, 

purple, grey and even 

black. Its foldaway design 

provides perfect growing 

conditions and it’s ideal 

for small spaces.

To find out more visit 

the VegTrug website at 

� vegtrug.com. Why not 

enter our competition 

too as this week we’re 

also giving five lucky AG 

readers the chance to 

each win a 39in (1m) 

VegTrug worth 

£109.99 rrp. Q

VegTrug provides 

a variety of

planting depths 

Children will love the VegTrug 

Poppy range (above) 

WINVegTrug
goodies

Give the gift that will let the family ‘veg out’ this Christmas

F
£549

worth ofprizes

Over



AG’s telly gardener

A taste of the 

Med – in Britain
Olives have become a common sight 
and they’re easy to grow, says Toby

HERE WAS a time 

when you’d have to 

go to a botanic 

garden or the Costa 

Brava to see an olive tree.

Now, their clouds of silvery 

foliage are a common sight in 

gardens up and down the 

land. Not surprising, as they 

make fabulous evergreens for 

pots or for a sheltered spot in 

free-draining soil.

I’ve got two in my borders 

and they’ve done really well. 

Clearly I’m not alone.

This year, every talk, TV 

show or Gardeners’ Question 

Time I’ve worked on, 

someone has asked what to 

do with the bullet-like berries 

and how to boost fruit 

production in future.

In my teens I worked in an 

olive grove, picking the fruit 

and pruning. Olives bear their 

berries on old wood (like 
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TUNE IN 
TO TOBY ON 

BBC FLOWER 
SHOW 

COVERAGEyToby BucklandToby Buckland

apples) so the job was to thin 

a proportion of the long 

pendant branches to 

promote fresh growth while 

leaving the majority to flower 

and fruit.

Thinning makes for bigger 

berries and is done 

immediately after the tiny 

white flowers set in the 

spring with just three olives 

being left for every 1ft 

(30cm) of stem.

This was in Greece, on trees 

that needed baking heat in 

summer. Olives sold in the UK 

now are propagated from 

parent plants that originate in 

colder mountainous regions 

with similar temperatures to 

our gardens. And that’s why 

they no longer merely survive 

– they flourish and fruit.

The most commonly sold 

olive is a hardy selection of 

Olea europaea.
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In my teens I worked 

in an olive grove, 

picking the fruit

And while there are also 

named varieties suited to the 

UK climate – ‘Pendolino’ that’s 

compact with a weeping habit 

and ‘Leccino’ claimed to be 

the hardiest – they’re as hard 

as hens’ teeth to find.

As with most tender 

plants, olives need frost 

protection when young but 

the larger they grow the 

hardier they get.

So established trees survive 

to -12°C (10°F) without 

special protection.

I was with Anne 

Swithinbank on BBC Radio 

4’s GQT recently and we were 

asked whether olives were 

self-fertile. Anne said she’d 

never been asked about ‘an 

olive’s sex-life’ before but 

promised to look it up!

Well Anne, it turns out that 

all the commonly sold Olea 

europaea’s are. It’s just a few 

named forms that need 

another olive tree nearby.

So rest easy.  ■

TOBY’S 
FINAL WORD

Q TO PICKLE, slice the skins 
through to the stone and soak 
for six days in water, changing it 
every day. Jar-up and cover with 
brine (75g salt to 1-litre) plus 
herbs for flavour. Pour a thin 
layer of olive oil over the top to 
keep out air and they’re ready to 
eat after five weeks.
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 – save up to 34% on a subscription to Amateur Gardening

Start your Christmas shopping early! VISIT: www.magazinesdirect.com/CBW4

OR CALL: 0844 8480848 and quote code CBW4. 
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