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I
ntelligence in war is always patchy. Commanders only ever 
have part of the picture. They invariably have to make 
critical decisions without full information. 

This much is commonplace. What is perhaps less obvious is 
that intelligence is only as good as its reception. Sometimes, 
where intelligence clashes with preconception, it is incapable 
of changing minds and triggering appropriate action. 

The surprise achieved by Hitler’s last-ditch Ardennes 
Offensive in December 1944 seems to fall into this category. 
As Dave Sloggett argues in our Special this issue, signs of a 
massive, imminent counter-offensive were mounting rapidly 
in the weeks and days before the attack opened.

The problem was that US military thinking was already 
encrusted with assumptions that ran counter to the intelli-
gence – the impenetrability of the Ardennes, the harsh winter 
weather, the running-down of German military capacity …

What saved the US Army was the resilience of General 
‘Nuts’ McAuliffe’s defence of Bastogne, and the effectiveness 

of General Patton’s counter-thrust. The complacency of 
senior commanders was compensated by decisive action by 
field commanders and the gritty resistance of the infantry.

We also have additional commentary on the battle from 
Peter Caddick-Adams, author of a major new study, who takes 
the opportunity to bust some myths about the battle, and 
from MHM regular David Porter. 

Elsewhere in the magazine, Julian Spilsbury analyses the 
two disastrous Austro-Hungarian invasions of Serbia in 1914, 
Ian Castle describes a brilliantly executed air-attack on a 
Zeppelin air-base, and Brian Burfield discusses a very dif-
ferent Christmas Truce – that of Henry V at Rouen in 1418.  
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BARNET BLUNDERS
Many thanks for your excellent, balanced article 
on the Battle of Barnet and Richard III (MHM 50). 

There are, how-
ever, some points 
I would like to 
raise. Richard 
did not ‘make 
himself Protector’ 
as your Timeline 
claims. His 
brother Edward 
appointed him to 
the role before 
his death.

Edward V was 
not an infant 
King, he was 12 
years old, and in 

medieval terms that was definitely not considered 
an infant. I would also like to point out that there 
is absolutely no proof Edward IV’s sons were 
 murdered. 

The other mistake in the Timeline appears in the 
section on Perkin Warbeck, which names George 
of Clarence’s son Edward as Duke of Clarence. 
Edward’s title was not Duke of Clarence but Earl 
of Warwick.

Once again thank you for a really enjoyable 
article.

Pauline Harrison Pogmore  
Richard III Society, Yorkshire

Your thoughts on issues raised 
in Military History Monthly 

A WREN’S ENDORSEMENT 
I have been taking Military History Monthly for one year and have now signed 
up for a second year.

I want to say how very much I have appreciated the superbly edited 
content of the magazine and how much I have learnt from it.

During the last war I was a Petty Wren Radar Mechanic, and with fi ve other 
Wrens started the training centre for radar mechanics at HMS Collingwood 
– a stone frigate. Here we installed and maintained radar sets for three years 
(1943-1946). Aft er the war, I became very interested in military history and 
became a member of BCMH (British Commission for Military History).

Your journal has taught me a great deal and I am grateful to you for your 
excellent editing and content.

T D Stollar
London

   

TWITTER
@MilHistMonthly

FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/
MilitaryHistoryMonthly

12 October

Tom Barry
Have only had time to 

read the Yamashita 

article so far, but 

fantastic as usual!

6 October 

he Brent
Great piece 

n Churchill, 

his is why I 

ove MHM! An 

article on the 

impact of war 

on society could be 

interesting.

15 October 

KT
We’ve just bought issue 

50 – it was so good, 

we really enjoyed it! 

We’d like to take out a 

subscription please, and 

can we buy every back 

issue too?

020 8819 5580

@MilHistMonthly MilitaryHistoryMonthly

feedback@military-history.org

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Let us know!   Military History Monthly, Lamb House, 

Church Street, London, W4 2PD

@MilHistMonthly

8 October

Nighy as Wilson? Jones 

as Mainwaring?! The 

cast of a Dad’s Army 

remake has been 

announced! What do you 

think...?

@MilHistMonthly

1 October 

American 

Air Museum 

website is 

live! Well 

worth 

checking out. 

Excellent 

archive, beautifully 

designed. @I_W_M #WWII 

http://ow.ly/C9RV7

@MilHistMonthly

14 October

How did Rome’s 

unbeaten rivals uphold 

their military might? 

Here’s how. http://ow.ly/

CJVE4

DESPERATE DEFENCE, WRONG ACTION! 
The illustration on page 47 of the Le Cateau article 
(MHM 48) is in fact an illustration of The Affair at 
Nèry on 1 September 1914. It is a famous painting 
by Fortunino Matania of the valiant stand by L 
Battery of the Royal Horse Artillery, who were being 
overrun by a surprise German attack in the early 
morning fog.

The three 
men are Captain 
E K Bradbury, 
Sergeant Major 
G T Dorrell 
and Sergeant 
D Nelson. 
Bradbury lost 
both his legs, but continued to command until he 
died, and is buried in Nèry Communal Cemetery. 
All three were awarded the Victoria Cross, which, 
together with the gun, are displayed in the Imperial 
War Museum London.

It may be of interest to note that General Horace 
Smith-Dorrien (‘The man who disobeyed’ at Le 
Cateau) is buried, with a tall stone-cross monument 
marking his grave, in Three Close Lane Cemetery, 
Berkhamsted, Herts, along with his two brothers, 
naval Lieutenant Henry Theophilus of Egypt 1882 
bombardment of Alexandria fame on board HMS 
Invincible, and Vice-Admiral Arthur. Inscribed 
boulders mark their two graves.

Peter A Clayton
Hertfordshire





   
Our round-up of this month’s military history news

Commemorating the commemorator 

THE WAR FROM ABOVE
The exhibition will open 

in December 2014 in the 
museum’s Grahame-White 
Factory, a Grade II-listed 
building that served as an active 
aircraft  factory during the First 
World War. 

Using the RAF Museum’s extensive 
collection of aircraft , documents, 
fi lm, and photographs, ‘The First 
World War in the Air’ will reveal how 

aviation changed the character 
of war driven by innovation, 
sacrifi ce, and a spirit of 
adventure. 

The exhibition will explore 
what it was like to be involved 
in the earliest days of military 
aviation through the story 
of Britain’s two WWI air 
services, the Royal Flying 
Corps and Royal Naval Air 

experiences of pilots, ground crews, 
and factory workers, as well as the 
local North London community. 

As part of the exhibition the 
museum will develop unused spaces 
in the Grahame-White Factory. 
A ‘drawing offi  ce’, equipped with 
sketching tools, open drawers fi lled 
with facsimiles of original technical 

with a ‘balcony view’ of the aircraft  
and hangar.

The museum site in North London 
has a rich history and played 
an important role in the early 
development of British aviation. 
English aviation pioneer Claude 
Grahame-White described the area 
as ‘the birthplace of aerial power’.

MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLY8 December 2014

Sir Fabian Ware, the man who 
ensured fallen First World War 
soldiers were honoured with a 
dignified final resting-place, was 
recently commemorated with an 

English Heritage blue plaque on 
his former London home. 

English Heritage is honouring 
the little-known work of 
Fabian Ware (1869-1949), the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission founder, who 
ensured that the graves of fallen 
soldiers were not lost forever.   

Ware’s granddaughter, Gillian 
Ware, unveiled an English 
Heritage blue plaque for her 
grandfather at 14 Wyndham 
Place, an early 19th-century, 
Grade II-listed terraced house in 
Marylebone, which was his home 
between 1911 and 1919.

It was during these years that 
Ware volunteered for service 
in France with the British Red 
Cross. Struck by the volume of 
casualties and the need for a 
plan to provide final resting-
places, he began recording the 

Aft er receiving a grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, the RAF 
Museum has announced that it will 
be creating a major new exhibition. 

‘The First World War in the Air’ will 
allow museum audiences to discover 
and explore the unique and oft en 
overlooked role of air power during 
the First World War through the 
stories of the men and women 
who took part. 

graves of soldiers killed in battle. 
Within a short time, Ware and 
his team were brought under the 
command of the British Army 
and given official responsibility 
for finding, marking, and regis-
tering British graves in France.

The Imperial War Graves 
Commission, as it was then 
known, was formed in 1917. 
Three years later Ware received a 
knighthood for his work. 

Dr Stephen Wyatt – writer of 
the award-winning 2008 Radio 

4 play Memorials to the Missing, 
which dealt with the creation 
of the Imperial War Graves 
Commission – made the original 
proposal to English Heritage to 
place the plaque.

Dr Wyatt said, ‘I proposed 
him for commemoration at the 
time of my play, saying that a 
man who did so much to create 
memorials to others deserved 
one of his own. I’m delighted 
that the Blue Plaques Panel has 
agreed with me.’

Service. These 
two organisations 
merged on 1 April 
1918 to become 
the world’s � rst 
independent air force, the Royal Air 
Force. The story will incorporate the 

drawings, and aviation-related 
publications, will provide visitors 



ZEPPELIN TRACKER
A new website has been created by author Ian Castle 
to explore the German air raids over Britain during the 
First World War.

During 1914-1918 a total of 103 raids (51 by airships 
and 52 by aeroplanes) bombed mainland Britain, from the 
Scottish Highlands to Dover, extending westwards into 
Lancashire and eastwards across Norfolk and Suff olk.

Talking about the initiative, Castle said, ‘The aim of the 
website is to tell the story of each raid, in chronological 
order, and look at their eff ects on the ground. This is not as 
straightforward as it may sound, because oft en, in the case 
of the Zeppelins, the commanders had little idea of their 
actual position, simply attacking any light source on the 
ground below. This meant that bombs frequently fell on 
isolated rural communities, which makes my research that 
little bit more challenging.’

Castle plans to develop the website over the next three 
years, his aim being to keep about 12 months ahead of the 
centenary of each raid, so that by 2017 it will present a 
complete record of the German WWI air raids on Britain.

You can visit the website at: 
www.IanCastleZeppelin.co.uk

The buses were of course camouflaged 
by removing advertisements and signage, 
boarding up the windows, and painting 
the exterior khaki. Military markings were 
stencilled onto the body, War Department 
headlamps fitted, and each was equipped 
with a pickaxe and shovel.

A hundred years later, the museum’s 
vintage B-type has been similarly converted 
and is on the continent having arrived via 
the Eurotunnel. It visited Poperinge, which, 
as the gateway to the Ypres Salient, saw thou-
sands of troops bussed through its streets.

After welcoming inquisitive visitors on 
board at ‘Pops’ – as British troops dubbed 
the town – it made its way to the appropri-
ately named Bus House Cemetery, which 
contains the bodies of 134 British and 
Commonwealth soldiers. 

The cemetery was named after a nearby 
estaminet, which had taken its name from a 
London bus that broke down nearby in no-
man’s-land in 1914.

MHM FRONTLINE

GOT A STORY? 
Let us know! editorial@military-history.org

Military History Monthly, Lamb House, 
Church Street, London, W4 2PD

020 8819 5580
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The London Transport Museum commemo-
rated one of the more curious episodes of 
the Great War by taking its recently restored 
and converted ‘Battle Bus’, the world’s last 
remaining  operational B-type bus, on a ten-
day tour of battlefields across Belgium and 
Northern France. 

The trip, from 18-28 September, highlighted 
the contribution and sacrifices of bus drivers 
during the conflict. In a war of vast technical 
innovation – much of it naturally focused on 
the business of killing – the job of ferrying 
troops to the front was undertaken by con-
verted London buses, many of them driven by 
volunteer London transport workers.

NEWS IN BRIEF
BoB Ceremony
At a recent ceremony, the British Ambassador 
to France, Sir Peter Ricketts, welcomed the 
families of 11 French Air Force pilots who escaped 
France to � ght with the RAF during the Battle of 
Britain in 1940. The ceremony was organised 
by the Yorkshire Air Museum & Allied Air Forces 
Memorial at 
Elvington, York and 
took place at the 
British Embassy 
in Paris, where 
41 newly minted 
British WWII med-
als were presented 
by Air Vice-Marshal Malcolm 
Brecht, Chief of Sta�  Capability, HQ Air Command.

A� erwards, a formal ceremony took place 
under the Arc de Triomphe to commemorate the 
Battle of Britain, and was supported by military 
representatives from the USA, France, the Czech 
Republic, Australia, and Poland.

Smashed landscape 
A bookzine that charts how the First World War 
altered the landscape and national identity of 
France has recently been produced.

Packed with relatively unknown photographs 
and insights from Musée de la Grande Guerre 
du Pays de Meaux, World War 1: the Centenary 

Special Edition covers the 
con¥ ict’s major tactical events:  
the bloody battles on the 
Western Front, the su� ering 
of French soldiers during 300 
days of � ghting at Verdun, 
how the  Allies maintained 
their front-line resistance 
on the northern coast, and 

a year-by-year summary of the war 
progressing by land, air, and sea.

Afghanistan 2014
This year marks the end of a 13-year period during 
which British troops have been in a combat role 
in Afghanistan. Through 
little-known personal 
stories of those on the 
ground, a new display 
at the IWM London 
provides a snapshot of 
this pivotal point in the 
history of Afghanistan. 

‘War Story: 
Afghanistan 2014’ is made up entirely of new 
objects, photographs, � lm, and video interviews 
that have never been seen before, collected by 
IWM sta�  on a series of collecting expeditions to 
Afghanistan between 2012 and 2014. Given un-
precedented access by the Ministry of Defence, it 
is the � rst time since the First World War that IWM 
teams have visited an active theatre of con¥ ict.



 MOMENTS 
OF PEACE
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MHM BEHIND THE IMAGE

SUNDAY SERVICE IN 
FRENCH AERODROME

Raised up high above his congregation, this 
army chaplain preaches his sermon from the 
cockpit of a grounded aeroplane. Making use 
of ready materials in this French aerodrome, 
the chaplain uses the temporary pulpit to give 
Sunday Service to the troops.

Settled beneath the chaplain in the grass sit 
the pilots, their heads turned towards him as 
they take in the words. A space just in front of 
the plane is reserved for the officers, who sit 
separately from the men. In the background we 
see the large building of an aircraft hangar, and 
other troops walking around the base.

In the foreground the men’s faces are locked 
in calm concentration, exhibiting a short 
 moment of peace and relaxation in contrast to 
their setting. 

The aeroplane is a two-man ‘pusher’, a 
popular model at the start of the war. A pusher 
was the term given to a plane whose propeller 
and engine were situated behind both the pilot 
and co-pilot, allowing the pilot to access and fire 
their machine-gun much more easily. 

The role of army chaplains during the First 
World War was varied. They brought comfort, 
guidance, and morale to those who sought it, 
giving regular Sunday services and prayers 
before battles. They were also often to be found 
in field hospitals giving spiritual guidance to the 
injured and dying.

They would often have to improvise, making 
do with the limited materials available to them 
in the surroundings they found themselves in. 
Many gave services in the rain, mud, and wind, 
in the middle of woods, in farmyards, or indeed, 
in the cockpit of a nearby aeroplane. 

Army chaplains were not permitted to carry 
or use weapons, despite often risking their lives 
by visiting men at the front-line. This was an 
enduring symbol of their role in bringing peace 
to others. .

MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLY 11www.military-history.org
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 squalor; one soldier shot himself 
 trying to dismantle a pistol.

Aft er a few weeks of tedium, 
Feyerabend’s men were suddenly 
ordered to retreat. They blew up ev-
ery house they could fi nd, and took a 
professional joy in placing explosives 
as strategically as possible.  

He also witnessed civilians being 
slaughtered – in one case, several of 
them being shepherded into a cellar, 
followed by a grenade. But most 
 civilians fl ed; Feyerabend sometimes 
slept on their still-warm ovens aft er 
they had gone.  

It was a bitter time. Sometimes, 
 under simultaneous attack from 
the air and ground, they had to 
watch out for their own tanks: one 
man in his unit was fl attened by a 
retreating panzer.

DISABLING WOUNDS  
In March 1944, Feyerabend earned 
the Iron Cross (second class), for 
leading a counter-attack on a village 
with a rocket launcher. Soon aft er, he 
was put in charge of a company of 
seasoned  soldiers, as the front tem-
porarily stabilised. During the nights, 
Feyerabend would move between the 
observation posts and explain the 
constellations above to his sentries.  

Aft er respite at an offi  cer-training 
school near Leipzig, Feyerabend’s 
last foray against the Russians was in 
January 1945. Ludicrously, he was put 
in charge of a bicycle company, even 
though he had never ridden one, and 
fell off  when he tried; but the bikes 
were soon abandoned as the Soviets 
approached.

Paul Feyerabend was born in 
Vienna in January 1924. He was 
14 when his country became 
part of Hitler’s Reich through 

the Anschluss. By the age of 21 he 
was in charge of an infantry bat-
talion, three tanks, auxiliary troops, 
a mass of refugees, and a bicycle 
company that had lost its bikes, all 
fl eeing from the Russian advance. 
His years in between  provide a 
fascinating insight into the life of 
a low- to mid-level  soldier in the 
 German Wehrmacht.

Feyerabend admits to having had 
no particular views on the Nazi 
takeover. Many in Vienna saw the 
Anschluss as ‘liberation from Catho-
lic totalitarianism’.

Like the other schoolchildren, he 
accepted the segregation to a special 
bench of the three Jews in his class. 
He felt no moral outrage when anti-
semitic laws forced his family doctor, 
Dr Kronfeld, to cease practising; what 
mattered to him was that the new 
doctor was just as good.

Although he refused to watch Nazi 
propaganda movies for fear of being 
taken in, he admits he never really 
 critiqued the Nazi ideology until 1945. 
He even considered joining the SS 
– not out of conviction, but because 
their uniform was more impressive.

FEYERABEND’S WAR
Aged 18, Feyerabend was conscripted 
into the Arbeitdeinst, the state-spon-
sored employment service, which 
sent him to German-occupied Brittany 

  
Most scientists today are devoid of ideas, full 
of fear, intent on producing some paltry result 
so they can add to the flood of inane papers 
that now constitutes ‘scientific progress’...

Paul Feyerabend, How To Defend Society Against Science, 1975

to ‘dig ditches and fi ll them up again’. 
Weekends centred on alcohol and 
‘forthcoming’ French women.

He began training with a reserve 
engineer battalion, near Vienna, in 
December 1942, and volunteered to 
become an offi  cer – purely because it 
seemed a safer bet.

Taught about pontoon bridge-
building and all manner of explosives, 
he was hospitalised twice from 
minor training injuries. He then spent 
several months in Yugoslavia – one of 
the most troublesome occupied ter-
ritories for the Nazis, although Feyera-
bend himself was never involved in 
any direct clash with the Partisans. 

Only towards the end of his time 
there did he meet a local farmwoman 
who confronted him as ‘the enemy’. 
Feyerabend, who had been sheltered 
from anti-Nazi views and had not 
even heard of Pearl Harbour, was 
shocked by the woman’s animosity.

Feyerabend was eventually sent to 
the Russian front, newly promoted 
to lance-corporal. On the defensive, 
his platoon slid around in mud and 

Iain King examines the relationship between war and thought

Although he is usually classed as a ‘phi-
losopher of science’, Paul Feyerabend was 
essentially a philosopher against science. 
Feyerabend himself pointedly refused to be 
classifi ed at all – classifi cations, he believed, 
relied on traditions he felt a duty to confront.

The traditional scientifi c method had been 
defi ned by Karl Popper, who put forward 
his theory of ‘falsifi cation’: that scientifi c 
hypotheses were only valid if they could 
be proved wrong. Scientifi c truth, Popper 
believed, could never be proven; instead, it 
was established gradually, by the sustained 
absence of proof against a theory. 

Despite having agreed with Popper in the 
1950s, Feyerabend had become a sharp 
critic by the 1960s. He believed Popper’s 
approach hampered invention, since it 
meant testing new ideas against old ones – 
an approach which was biased towards the 
status quo.

According to Feyerabend, truly revolution-
ary scientifi c ideas needed to be tested 
in their own terms. Also, he said, rival 
scientifi c theories could co-exist, even if 
they contradicted each other. Drawing an 
analogy with the separation of powers and 
anti-monopoly laws, he believed society 
benefi tted from sharp divides within 
the scientifi c community, and between 
 establishment science and the state.

Feyerabend’s views have been derided 
as illogical. Nevertheless, his ideas helped 
inspire the critical culture of the 1960s 
and 1970s.

BIOGRAPHY
Born: 13 January 1924
Nationality: Austrian
School: Epistemological 
anarchism
Profession: Academic 
philosopher
Position: Professor of 
Philosophy, University of 
California, Berkeley
Death: 11 February 1994

ANARCHIC 
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PAUL FEYERABEND

“



Feyerabend narrowly escaped 
from a barn as the enemy entered 
through the back door.  He and his 
men built bridges, crossed them, 
then destroyed them as they enacted 
Hitler’s ‘scorched earth’ policy.  

First a lieutenant, followed by a 
 captain and then a major all cited 
bogus injuries as an excuse to de-
part, leaving Lieutenant Feyerabend 
in charge of a battalion of weary 
and confused Germans mixed with 

 assorted Ukrainian, Polish, and Finish 
auxiliaries.  

It was while directing traffic at a 
crossroads that Feyerabend was hit 
by three sniper rounds – one to his 
spine that would leave him impotent 
for the rest of his life.

The men who escorted him to 
hospital, he said, did not really want 
to help him; they were just looking 
for an excuse to escape the fighting 
themselves. In Weimar, where he was 

MHM THINKERS AT WAR

IN CONTEXT: FEYERABEND

The best education 
consists in immunis-
ing people against 
systematic attempts 
at education.”

The separation 
of state and church 
must be complement-
ed by the separation 
of state and science, 
that most recent, 
most aggressive, 
and most dogmatic 
 religious institution.”

All religions are 
good ‘in principle’ – 
but unfortunately this 
abstract Good has 
only rarely prevented 
their practitioners 
from behaving like 
bastards.”

Without a 
 constant misuse of 
language there can-
not be any discovery, 
any progress.”

Progress has 
always been achieved 
by probing well-
entrenched and 
well-founded forms 
of life with unpopu-
lar and unfounded 
values. This is how 
man gradually freed 
himself from fear and 
from the tyranny of 
unexamined systems.”

PAUL  
FEYERABEND 
QUOTES

Paul Feyerabend was unusual in having a 
successful career after serving the Nazis, but 
he was not unique in this. Two men can claim 
much greater influence after the Third Reich 
than Feyerabend, although how far they served 
Hitler’s cause remains hotly disputed.  

Kurt Waldheim (1918-2007) spent a decade as 
Secretary General of the United Nations, and was 
elected to serve six years as President of Austria. 
He had been an interpreter and liaison officer  
for the Nazis in 1941 and 1942. Critics claim  
that prisoners were executed within metres of  
his office, although Waldheim always denied a  
role in Nazi atrocities.

Joseph Ratzinger (1927-) spent eight years as 
Pope Benedict XVI before his highly unusual 
 resignation last year. He had been conscripted into 
the Hitler Youth, helped operate an anti-aircraft 
battery, and trained as an infantryman. In 1945, 
he deserted from the Army and fled to his family 
home (which became a local headquarters for the 
advancing American Army).

Also influential was Ernst Achenbach (1909-
1991), who had spent three years as Head of the 
Political Department in the German Embassy 
in Paris. He was elected to the West German 
Bundestag, and became a leading spokesman 
on Foreign Affairs, with a prominent role in the 
European Commission. In 1974, Achenbach was 
forced to resign when a journalist exposed his 
complicity in the execution of French Jews during 
the Nazi occupation.

Other famous people who had provided active 
support to the Nazi regime include the acclaimed 
German journalist and newspaper editor Hans 
Walter Aust, distinguished rocket scientist Werner 
von Braun, and physicist Werner Heisenberg.  

Despite an intensive de-Nazification 
programme, which was intended to expunge 
Hitler’s ideology and its exponents from public 
life, many who had served the Third Reich were 
rehabilitated. Of the 53,000 civil servants in West 
Germany at the end of the war, some 51,000 were 
allowed to keep their jobs. 

eventually treated, an air-raid blasted 
a window-frame onto his head, and 
he was taken into a sewer, where he 
sheltered for almost a week. He was 
convalescing when the war ended.

BACK TO UNIVERSITY
Permanently crippled by his inju-
ries, Feyerabend was soon back at 
university, concentrating on quantum 
physics then philosophy. In the half-
century of his life after the war, he won 
academic accolades, fellowships, and 
appointments world wide– includ-
ing a distinguished post at Berkeley, 
California. His views were radical and 
anarchic, and chimed with the anti-
establishment mood of the late 1960s.

Feyerabend’s views on science 
make most sense as a delayed 
reaction to his military experiences. 
He had been the amoral servant of 
an evil ideology. His unquestioning 
service had been made possible by 
Nazi demonisation of all alternative 
viewpoints. 

Feyerabend’s critique was not 
of science itself, but of its intoler-
ance and indifference. He wanted to 
separate science from the state, and 
his mantra, ‘anything goes’, was not 
so much an assault on science as a 
belated safeguard against totalitarian 
thoughtlessness. 
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Success after the Third Reich

LEFT Soldiers of a German bicycle 
company on the march.



    
Fortunino Matania captured some of the world’s most 
memorable and signifi cant events, from the tragic 1912 sinking 
of the Titanic to the glorious coronations of British monarchs. In 
his capacity as ‘special artist’ for the well-known and popular 
illustrated magazine The Sphere, the Italian-born illustrator was 
on hand to immortalise these moments in rich detail and in his 
pseudo-classical style for the fi rst half of the 20th century.

But it was his interpretations of events that took place during 
the First World War which would form the apex of his prolifi c 
career. Oft en travelling to the front to gather material for his 
works, Matania produced paintings for the magazine on a 
weekly basis, immersing himself in the action and capturing 
all aspects of this multifaceted confl ict. His images therefore 
encompass scenes of trench life, the war at sea, the heat of 
battle, and the war eff ort at home.

NO-MAN’S-LAND
In No Man’s Land: The Dread Territory which Belongs to Neither German nor 
Briton shows Royal Engineers working to construct barbed-wire barriers in 
front of British trenches. They are exposed by German magnesium fl ares, giving 
this illustration a Caravaggio-esque quality. Such work was extremely risky, or 

‘nervy’, as one Royal Engineer described it to The Times. He went on to say, ‘... it 
is done in the open and out of the kindly cover aff orded by a trench ... fortunate 
indeed is the working party if the enemy does not hear the sound of the picket 
being driven into the ground and open fi re ...’ Flares lasted for 15 seconds, an 
eternity for men who had to throw themselves fl at to the ground and lie inert 
until darkness returned. (The Sphere, 13 February 1915)

UHLAN CHARGE
A Detachment of Uhlans Encountering Barbed-Wire Defences Outside 
Liège was Matania’s fi rst cover image of the war and shows a detachment 
of Uhlans charging down a Liège fort, only to fi nd itself trapped amongst 
barbed-wire entanglements which had been constructed at strategic points. 
The composition of this image is similar to the one showcased in illustrator 
Percy Bradshaw’s portfolio on Matania. (The Sphere, 15 August 1914)

TRENCH WARFARE
Although the First World War was fought on a number of fronts, it would be 
symbolised for many by the trenches of the Western Front. By November 
1915, Matania was picturing the defensive fortifi cations that were to become 
typical. In this image, Development of Trench Warfare in France, the French 
soldiers undergoing heavy bombardment by the enemy here are wearing the 
new steel helmets. (The Sphere, 20 November 1915)
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MHM WAR CULTURE

    

WORKING TOGETHER
France and Britain Together in the Field shows French and British soldiers 
having taken a number of Germans prisoner. The French soldier wears 
the navy ‘kepi’ jacket and bright red trousers, soon deemed too con-
spicuous and replaced by the more muted grey-blue in 1914. This illustra-
tion was part of a retrospective of the war published in 1919 showing the 
character of the war in its early weeks. (The Sphere, 7 December 1914)

GOODBYE, OLD MAN
Goodbye, Old Man – An Incident on the Road to a Battery Position 
in Southern Flanders is Matania’s most famous (and, for some, most 
moving) picture. Originally painted for the Blue Cross, it was published 
by The Sphere in a number of variations, including this special issue 
photogravure most likely dating from around 1921, when the magazine 
was promoting the prints for six shillings each. (Photogravure, c. 1921)

DEFEAT AT RUE-DU-BOIS
This painting relates to an incident in May 1915 when the 2nd Battalion 
of the Royal Munster Fusiliers suff ered very heavily at Rue-du-Bois. The 
action ended disastrously through lack of support. Colonel Victor Rickard 
was killed in the attack, as was his Adjutant, Captain Filgate. Both are 
represented in this picture, The Last General Absolution of the Munsters at 
Rue-du-Bois, alongside Father Gleeson, shown giving the Absolution on the 
evening prior to the action. (The Sphere, 27 November 1916)

MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLYwww.military-history.org 15

But what of the man himself? Fortunino Matania was a 
painter and a perfectionist, an historian, craft sman, war 
correspondent, writer, raconteur, and showman. Certainly, 
within his own creative circles, this illustrator was in a class 
of his own. A hundred years on, Matania’s vision of the 
First World War, in all its rich detail and drama, remains an 
impressive memorial to those who fought and lived through 
that tumultuous time.

Matania’s most famous painting, Goodbye, Old Man [right], 
lends its name to a new collation of works by Lucinda Gosling 
drawing from the archives of The Illustrated London News (of 
which The Sphere is part) at Mary Evans Picture Library. In this 
fi ne collection, more than 100 of Matania’s pictures are brought 
together for the fi rst time, introducing the power of the work of 
one of the greatest painters of the time to a new generation. 
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THE FAREWELL
A British soldier kissing his sweetheart farewell. The window shutters are 
more typical of France than Britain, suggesting that this girl is probably French. 
Whether this is a full-blown wartime romance or a friendly, morale-boosting kiss 
is left  to the viewer to decide. (Original watercolour, dated February 1918).

CRASH-LANDING
In A Crash in the Crater Zone – a Mishap to a Pilot on the 
Western Front, a wounded pilot forced to crash-land, fortunately 
behind the British lines, is assisted by a salvage crew and given 
fi rst aid. Assistance has also arrived in the form of the crew of a 
passing tank sporting multi-coloured camoufl age. All face a race 
against time to save the aeroplane before the observers in the 
German aeroplanes above report the location. (The Sphere, 27 
October 1917)

GOODBYE, OLD MAN:
Matania’s vision of the First World War 
Lucinda Gosling in 
association with the Mary 
Evans Picture Library
The History Press, £9.99
ISBN 978-0750955973

Prints of selected Matania paintings can 
be purchased at www.prints-online.com

GO FURTHER
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THE DRESSING STATION
Aft er receiving immediate treatment out on the battlefi eld or at a regimental aid post 
situated in or near the front-line, wounded men would then be transported – in this 
case by horse-drawn ambulance – to an advanced dressing station where they would 
be received into the care of the Royal Army Medical Corps. Following that, they would 
journey to a casualty clearing station and then to a base hospital, and perhaps then 
further back to hospital in Blighty. As Matania shows here in At an Advanced Dress-
ing Station on the Western Front – Arrival of a Red Cross Waggon, advanced dressing 
stations were rudimentary. Shelter was provided by shelled farm buildings, cottages, or, 
as here, a small hut with a corrugated roof. Those close to the front-line might be in a 
dug-out. (The Sphere, 26 May 1917).
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THE DÜSSELDORF 
RAID: TAKING 
THE WAR TO THE 
ZEPPELINS
Ian Castle discovers the 
origins of tactical bombing 
in a pioneering aerial raid by 
a solitary British airman in 
October 1914. 

Magnificent 
Sight’
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A
t the outbreak of World War I, 
aviation was still an emerging 
science. Aeroplanes were new 
and experimental. Only 11 
years had passed since the 

Wright brothers’ flimsy Wright Flyer first took 
hesitatingly to the air and achieved the first 
manned, powered, and controlled flight; it 
had lasted just 12 seconds.

In July 1909 the French aviation pioneer 
Louis Blériot clambered into his aircraft at 
Calais and 36 minutes later landed at Dover 
to become the first man to fly the English 
Channel. Then, five years later, Britain’s Royal 
Flying Corps crossed the Channel in the 
opposite direction – but not for a place in the 
record books: they were going to war.

In Germany, far more than in Britain, 
the technology of lighter-than-air flight – in 
airships – had attracted much interest. The 
leading exponent of this new science was 
Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin. He made his 
first successful flight in 1900 and eventually 
drew interest from the military. In 1909 the 
German Army bought two existing Zeppelin 

ZEPPELINS

ABOVE llustration by a German artist depicting 
a fleet of three Zeppelins arriving over England 
and bombing a coastal town. In reality, 
Zeppelins tended to approach individually.

‘It Was A



airships, and then, in 1912, both the Army and 
Navy commissioned their own.

ZEPPELIN FEVER, ZEPPELIN FEAR
Zeppelin fever gripped Germany between 
1909 and 1914, when some 10,000 people 
took pleasure flights with Count Zeppelin’s 
commercial airline. Full of admiration for 
the Count’s determination in the face of 
 numerous setbacks, the German people saw  
in his airships the very embodiment of 
German technical superiority and an icon of 
national pride.

In Britain, the authorities looked on with 
concern. An attempt to build a Zeppelin-type 
airship in 1911 to evaluate the threat failed 
completely when Rigid Naval Airship No.1 
broke in two before it ever flew. The spectre 
of German airships dropping bombs on 
 undefended British towns and cities  
remained very real.

When Britain declared war on Germany 
on 4 August 1914, the British Expeditionary 
Force crossed the English Channel to join 
the fight; four squadrons of the Royal Flying 
Corps (RFC) went with them. Back home, 
the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) took on 
responsibility for the air defence of Britain.

Winston Churchill, First Lord of the 
Admiralty – the political head of the Navy – 
had shown a keen interest in the development 
of naval aviation. Forward-thinking men 
such as Charles Samson, commander of the 
naval air station at Eastchurch on the Isle of 
Sheppey, impressed him.

NAVAL AIRMEN
Samson, one of the first four qualified naval 
pilots, was a true aviation pioneer and had a 
string of ‘firsts’ to his name. Aware of the high 
level of training within Samson’s Eastchurch 
squadron, on 27 August 1914 the Admiralty 
ordered Samson and his men to Ostend 
in Belgium to commence reconnaissance 
 operations in conjunction with a Royal  
Marine brigade.

No sooner had Samson established an 
airfield and begun flying operations, however, 
than the rapid German advance through 
Belgium resulted in an order recalling the 
squadron to England. Samson was reluctant  
to return to the monotony of coastal patrol 

Zeppelin fever 
gripped Germany 
between 1909 
and 1914.
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and did all in his power to delay the squad-
ron’s return.

Blaming hazy skies over Dunkirk, Samson 
landed his squadron at the town, then 
sought out its French commander, as well 
as the British vice-consul, to convince them 
of the merits, both military and political, of 
 maintaining regular reconnaissance flights 
over the area.

Samson’s machinations paid off. On 1 
September the Admiralty issued new orders to 
the Eastchurch squadron. Having  considered 

the position, Churchill saw an ideal opportu-
nity to tackle the perceived Zeppelin threat to 
Britain. By establishing a squadron at Dunkirk, 
or other convenient points on the coast, 
Churchill believed that naval aircraft could 
strike at and destroy the Zeppelins on the 
ground at their home bases in Germany.  
The French immediately gave their approval, 
and shortly afterwards Samson received  
orders to target the Zeppelin sheds at Cologne 
and Düsseldorf. 

FALSE START
Samson selected Major Eugene Gerrard of 
the Royal Marine Light Infantry, who until 
recently had been an instructor at the 

ABOVE A German propaganda postcard 
showing Zeppelins bombarding gun 
positions on the English coast. 



Central Flying School, to plan the attack. 
Gerrard met with the Belgian authorities at 
Antwerp, securing the use of an airfield at 
Wilryck, a racecourse to the south of the city. 
While awaiting approval of his plan of attack, 
however, disaster struck.

A fierce storm, with winds up to 70mph, 
struck Ostend on 12 September. When it 
abated, all that remained of the three aircraft 
designated for the mission was a tangled heap 
of wreckage. The first attempt to strike at the 
Zeppelin bases was over.

Delayed by bad weather, Samson did not 
launch a second attempt until 22 September. 
On that day the four serviceable aircraft at 

ZEPPELINS
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Wilryck finally departed on their mission to 
strike at the Cologne and Düsseldorf Zeppelin 
sheds, the very first strategic bombing mission 
by aeroplanes.

However, at the Roer River, a tributary of 
the Meuse, a thick mist rose, blanketing the 
whole country all the way to the twin targets 
on the Rhine. Three of the four pilots aborted 
their missions; one, however, had more luck.

Twenty-six-year-old Lieutenant Charles 
Collet had transferred from the Royal Marine 
Artillery into the RNAS in December 1913. 
Now, flying an 80hp Sopwith, he managed 
to find a few breaks in the cloud and deter-
minedly pressed on.

COLLET’S ATTACK
Flying over the mist at 6,000ft, Collet fol-
lowed a compass bearing towards Düsseldorf. 
When he felt he must be close to his target, 
he descended, eventually emerging into 
clear air at 400ft. Incredibly, he found he 
was approaching Golzheim, just north of the 
city, and there, just a quarter of a mile away, 
stood the Zeppelin shed. Cocooned inside 
this enormous construction lay the army’s 
latest airship, Zeppelin Z.IX. Alongside her, 
 carefully stacked, sat 15,000kg of bombs.

Although housing one of the latest 
Zeppelins, the shed was largely undefended, 
the German authorities not anticipating such 
an audacious move: there were no anti-aircraft 
guns or machine-guns, just rifles to defend it.

Collet observed that ‘the surprise was 
complete … numerous Germans ran in all 
directions’, before he tugged on a toggle to 
release the first of his three 20lb bombs.

He had, however, pulled too early, the bomb 
exploding about 100ft short of the target. He 
pulled again. This time the bomb fell 65ft 
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Three shells 
whistled towards 
him but burst wide 
of their mark before 
the gun jammed.

The British military formally turned its attention to 
aviation in April 1911 when the Army disbanded the 
Royal Engineers’ Balloon Section and reformed it as the 
Air Battalion. The Navy was experimenting, too, and 
in 1912 both arms were amalgamated in a single Royal 
Flying Corps (RFC), with a Military Wing, Naval Wing, 
and Central Flying School.

This imposed relationship between the two services 
was not always comfortable, and naval pilots continued 
to receive specialised training at the Eastchurch naval 
station. Then, in July 1914, just a month before the 
outbreak of WW1, the naval wing left the RFC and set 
up its own, separate aviation arm, the Royal Naval Air 
Service (RNAS).

The two arms remained on divergent courses until 
they were realigned into a single air force again in April 
1918, with the formation of the Royal Air Force.

RFC V RNAS

LEFT Commander Charles Rumney Samson, 
RNAS. Samson commanded the first RNAS 
squadron deployed to Europe in August 1914. 
His determination to keep his squadron in 
Europe meant they were in the right place at 
the right time when the decision was taken 
to attack the Zeppelin sheds in Germany.

BELOW One of a series of amusing German 
postcards demonstrating the enthusiasm of the 
German people for Count von Zeppelin’s airships.



short, and failed to explode, while by the time 
he released the final bomb, he had cleared the 
shed, and that too failed to explode.

Having dropped all his bombs, there was 
nothing more a disappointed Collet could do 
but return to Antwerp – and dwell throughout 
the return flight on how thin was the dividing 
line between success and failure.

THE SECOND ATTACK
The intention was to launch another attack 
at the earliest opportunity, but the situation 
at Antwerp deteriorated rapidly. Having 
initially bypassed it, the German Army belat-
edly launched an attack on the city on 28 
September. Three days later, powerful German 
guns had destroyed four of the outer ring of 
forts defending the city. Wilryck now lay just 
six miles from the front-line.

Samson ordered more aircraft to Antwerp; 
however, when German artillery began 
bombarding the city’s inner ring of forts on 6 
October, the Belgian Government announced 
that her Field Army would evacuate the city. 

New orders for Samson’s squadron 
 followed, ordaining their departure at dawn 
on 7 October. Two aircraft, however, were to 
remain as long as possible in the hope that 

they could make one final attempt against the 
Zeppelin sheds. This task fell to Lieutenant-
Commander Spenser Grey and Lieutenant 
Reginald Marix, with two Sopwith Tabloids. 
Lieutenant Sydney Sippe also remained, trying 
to repair a damaged BE.2b, while another 
officer and four mechanics stayed behind to 
prepare the Tabloids for the attack.

German artillery commenced a bombard-
ment of the city at midnight. It continued 
through the early hours of 8 October, with 
shells screaming over the airfield and heavy 
fighting taking place around the inner forts.

For the small, forlorn hope of the British, 
continuing bad weather meant time was run-
ning out. At 1pm, despite no improvement in 
conditions, Grey decided on one final throw 
of the dice. The final, defiant raid was on.

MARIX’S ATTACK
Grey’s Sopwith Tabloid No.167 took off at 
1.20pm and set course for Cologne. Ten 
 minutes later Marix bounced across the 
airfield in Tabloid No.168 until it gradually 
inched above the grass and ascended into 
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clear air – his target: Düsseldorf. Each aircraft 
carried extra fuel tanks and just two 20lb 
Hales bombs: there was no room for error.

Grey experienced no problems finding his 
way to Cologne, but once he approached the 
city he discovered it wrapped in a thick mist. 
Intelligence had offered him two possible 
locations for the Zeppelin shed, but when 
he eventually emerged through the mist at a 
height of 600ft, he could not find it.

After ten minutes fruitless searching, and 
now beginning to attract machine-gun fire, 
he abandoned his quest and chose to bomb 
the main railway station instead. According to 
a German newspaper, however, no bombs hit 
the station; they recorded the fall of only one, 
at Ehrenfeld, roughly halfway between the 
Zeppelin shed and the station. Marix was now 
the last hope.

‘Reggie’ Marix, a 25-year-old naval officer, 
had joined the naval wing of the Royal Flying 
Corps in November 1912 and gained his  
Royal Aero Club certificate – his ‘ticket’ –  
the following January. He then attended the 
Central Flying School at Upavon, Wiltshire, 
graduating in April 1913 before being posted 
to Samson’s Eastchurch squadron. 

THE APPROACH
Marix reached Düsseldorf without incident, 
approaching from the south-west and flying 
at about 3,000ft, but then, like Grey, could 
not find the Zeppelin shed. Unknown to 
Marix, there were now actually two sheds at 
Düsseldorf, the one at Golzheim that Collet 
had attacked previously and, almost three 
miles to the north-west, a new one just 
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RIGHT Army Zeppelin Z.IX was a typical M-class 
airship. Measuring 518 feet in length and 48.5 
feet in diameter, the M-class contained almost 
800,000 cubic feet of inflammable hydrogen 
gas and attained a speed of about 50mph.

LEFT Spenser Douglas Adair Grey. Grey failed 
to find the Cologne Zeppelin shed in the 
aborted 22 September raid. He attempted 
to attack Cologne again on 8 October, but a 
heavy mist hindered his finding the target.
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completed at Lohausen. Five days earlier 
Zeppelin Z.IX had transferred from Golzheim 
to Lohausen, along with two machine-guns 
belatedly provided for the shed’s defence.

Marix scanned the ground for the Golzheim 
shed and ‘had to fly around a bit, which 
excited some interest’. This ‘interest’ took the 
form of an anti-aircraft gun at a munitions 
factory just under a mile away. Three shells 
whistled towards him but burst wide of their 
mark before the gun jammed.

They did enough to distract Marix, though, 
and he failed to notice the empty Golzheim 
shed as he passed close by. Fortune, however, 
flew with Marix that day: seconds later the 
massive Lohausen shed – with Zeppelin Z.IX 
inside – loomed up directly ahead.

TARGET IN SIGHT
The two machine-guns defending the shed 
opened fire and Marix clearly saw their ‘rapid 

points of flame’. Soldiers at a nearby rifle-
range turned their weapons on him too. Marix 
later discovered about 30 bullet-holes in the 
aircraft, and one through the peak of the cap 
that he wore on a string around his neck! But 
he remained focused on his task. Moments 
later he commenced his attack.

… as soon as I was sure of my target I put 
my nose down and dived with my engine still 
on. One would not normally do this as it puts 
an awful strain on the rotary Gnome [engine] 
as the revs go up. One usually switched off to 
come down, but then it took a certain amount 
of time for the engine to pick up again. I 
wanted no loitering near the ground.

The engine held out and, keeping his eyes 
fixed on the shed, he prepared for the defin-
ing moment of the mission. Marix continues:

When I was at about 500ft I released the two 
bombs, one after the other, and began to pull 
out of the dive … I looked over my shoulder, 
and was rewarded with the sight of enormous 
sheets of flame pouring out of the shed. It was 
a magnificent sight. 

His first 20lb bomb had fallen short of the 
target, gouging a gaping crater in the earth, 
but his second provided the killer blow. It 
crashed through the roof of the cavernous 
shed and exploded, sending jagged lumps of 
hot shrapnel slashing into the motionless bulk 
of Zeppelin Z.IX.
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BLAZING 
INFERNO
The escaping 
hydrogen now 
mixed with the 
oxygen in the air 
and flames took ho      
had become a bur     
it, the hole that ha      
roof served as a ch    
flames up into the      
thick, black pall of     
over the shed.
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The bomb sent 
jagged lumps 
of hot shrapnel 
slashing into the 
motionless bulk 
of the Zeppelin.

ABOVE Flight-Lieutenant Reginald ‘Reggie’ Leonard George Marix. Marix joined the Royal Naval 
Reserve in 1909, earned his ‘wings’ in 1913 in the Naval Wing of the Royal Flying Corps, and 
had attained the rank of Air Vice-Marshal by the time he retired from the RAF in 1945. 

ABOVE Charles Herbert Collet. On 22 
September 1914 Collet carried out 
the first tactical bombing mission by 
a British pilot, although his bombs 
failed to destroy the Golzheim 
Zeppelin shed at Düsseldorf.

RIGHT With the public keen to learn more about 
Marix’s attack, this diagrammatic impression 
appeared just 16 days later in an illustrated 
magazine. With details of the Lohausen shed 
unknown, the artist based it on the Golzheim shed.
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Developed by the Sopwith Aviation Company in 1913, the Tabloid impressed in its trial fl ight at Farnborough that 
autumn, and at a Hendon air-display later that same day, where it fl ew around the low-level course at 87mph. 
Military orders followed.

The Tabloid earned its name from its compact size, with a wing span of 25ft  8in and a length of 22ft  10ins. 
In April 1914, Sopwith fi tted fl oats to convert it to a seaplane, before easily winning the Schneider Trophy.

According to Marix, Churchill off ered the RNAS the Tabloids they used in the raid because the Army had 
rejected them as unsafe. He adds that he and Lieutenant-Commander Grey went to Farnborough, fl ew a few 
circuits, decided they were fi ne, and departed for Eastchurch without landing again. There they were fi tted with 
simple bomb-dropping apparatus before fl ying on to Antwerp.

SOPWITH TABLOID

warping he could also slowly turn the aircraft 
homewards. His problems, however, did not 
end there.

CROSSWINDS AND SHELL-FIRE
Strong crosswinds now began to blow him off 
course to the north, and, when about 20 miles 
short of Antwerp, with the autumn sky begin-
ning to darken, a quick check of his gauges 
told him he was low on fuel. Doubting the pos-
sibility of nursing his Tabloid back to Wilryck, 
and unwilling to risk an emergency landing in 
the dark without rudder control, he selected a 
large field and put his aircraft down. 

Once Marix was on the ground, a group of 
Belgian gendarmes appeared and arranged 
for him to ride on the footplate of a train 
shortly about to attempt to get into Antwerp 
to bring out refugees. The engine set out but 
stopped about five miles from the city.

BELOW The tangled, twisted remains of Zeppelin Z.IX after the raid.

INSET BELOW A replica of the Sopwith 
Tabloid – on display at the RAF Museum, 
Hendon – flown by Marix when he attacked 
the Lohausen Zeppelin shed at Düsseldorf.
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For those on the ground, the initial shock 
of the unexpected attack now developed into 
a desperate struggle for life. Fire blocked the 
stairways to the machine-gun positions on the 
roof, forcing the crews to slide down it to a 
point where hastily assembled ladders could 
reach them.

Inside the shed, Z.IX, which narrowly 
escaped destruction during Collet’s attack 
16 days earlier, now crumpled under its 

own weight, the duralumin framework 
screeching as it collapsed into a 

tangled wreck of glowing, 
red-hot metal. Four men 

died in the attack and another ten were 
injured. 

For Marix the outward journey had been 
incident-free, but any hopes he held for a 
similar return flight now quickly evaporated. 
As he began to climb, he touched the rudder 

bar of his Tabloid, but nothing hap-
pened. The defensive fire he had flown 

into had damaged the wires that 
operated the tail rudder.

For a moment, Marix’s mind 
wrestled with the consequences 
as he headed further into 
Germany, but he quickly found 

a solution. The Sopwith 
Tabloid did not use ailerons 
for lateral control; instead 
it utilised wing warping. 
Marix discovered that by 
careful manipulation of 
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 accuracy of German artillery, intimated that it 
had until recently been an active British base.

As they neared the house, the Belgian sol-
diers began speaking in Flemish, convincing 
the RNAS men inside that they were Germans. 
Lieutenant Sippe cocked his revolver and was 
just about to fire when Marix spoke in English, 
thus averting a tragic end to the mission.

A NEW CONCEPT IN WAR
The reunited team immediately hatched an 
ambitious plan to recover Marix’s abandoned 
aircraft in the morning, but at about 11.30pm 
word reached the airfield that a final British 
evacuation had commenced over five hours 
earlier. With that news, and shots now coming 
from the neighbouring woods, Grey ordered 
the departure of the RNAS detachment.

The following day, at 1.00pm, German troops 
occupied Antwerp. Four hours later, Grey, 
Marix, and the rest arrived safely in Ostend.

Marix’s attack on the Lohausen shed at 
Düsseldorf was an incredible achievement. 
He had flown alone, across Germany, in an 
unsophisticated aircraft, relying entirely on his 
compass and with just two bombs. He had no 
bombsight, a rudimentary bomb-release gear, 
and a limited fuel-supply. Nevertheless, he had 
fulfilled his mission, destroyed a Zeppelin – a 
‘gaseous monster’ as Churchill once called 
them – and returned to tell the tale.

The British press trumpeted Marix’s success 
and the award of the Distinguished Service 
Order quickly followed. The concept of 
 strategic bombing was born. .

Ian Castle’s book The Zeppelin Base Raids: 
Germany 1914 was published by Osprey in 2011. 

It followed his two books telling the story of the WWI 
air-raids on London by the same publisher.
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The raids on Cologne and Düsseldorf were the first 
of the Churchill-inspired plan to prevent the German 
Zeppelin fleet bringing its unique brand of terror to 
the British civilian population. After the success at 
Düsseldorf, the Admiralty ambitiously targeted the 
Zeppelin factory at Friedrichshafen.

On 21 November 1914, three Avro 504s flew from 
Belfort in France to Friedrichshafen. All three attacked 
the Zeppelin factory, demonstrating extraordinary cour-
age, but failed to cause significant damage to the plant.

Then, on Christmas Day 1914, seven seaplanes 
attempted to find and destroy the Zeppelin sheds at 
Nordholz, inland from Cuxhaven. This time the weather 
foiled the attempt.

Churchill’s plan to prevent Zeppelin raids actually had 
the opposite effect. Up to the end of 1914 the Kaiser 
had vetoed the idea of aerial attacks on Britain. But 
now the military argued that if the British continued 
attacking the airship fleet on the ground, then the pride 
of Germany would, in time, be destroyed without ever 
striking a blow for the Fatherland.

Finally, 15 days after the third of these attacks, the 
Kaiser gave his approval. In January 1915 the Zeppelin 
raids on Britain began. 

THE ZEPPELIN BASE RAIDS

The escaping 
hydrogen mixed 
with oxygen and 
in seconds the 
airship was a 
flaring inferno.

Frustrated, Marix then spied a civilian on 
a bicycle and – ‘with some difficulty’ – com-
mandeered it and resumed his journey. As he 
got to the edge of the city, however, a barbed-
wire-protected bridge blocked his path. 
Undaunted, he slung the bicycle on his back 
and daringly edged across the rail supports on 
the outside edge. Now in the city, he found 
it largely deserted, but located a group of 
Belgian soldiers. Two of them agreed to drive 
him out to the airfield.

Back at Wilryck, Grey had returned from his 
failed attempt on Cologne at 4.45pm. German 
artillery commenced shelling the airfield at 
8.30pm, forcing Grey and the others to take 
shelter in the house that had served as the 
officers’ quarters, determined not to abandon 
Marix while they retained hope of his return.

Marix and the two soldiers cautiously 
approached the airfield, which lay in com-
plete darkness. Only the shattered remains of 
Grey’s Tabloid and the BE.2b, testament to the 

ABOVE Sydney Vincent Sippe. When all pilots, except Grey and Marix, withdrew from Antwerp on 7 
October, Sippe stayed behind to repair one of the damaged aircraft. In the tense hours of darkness 
the following night, Sippe came close to shooting the returning Marix, thinking he was a German. 

ABOVE The still smouldering Lohausen Zeppelin 
shed at Düsseldorf after Marix’s successful 
attack, showing the hole in the roof through 
which flames shot up to a height of 500 feet. 
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The Battle of 

the Bulge
T

he Western Front had lapsed into 
relative calm by mid-December 
1944. Fog, rain, and snow blinded 
air reconnaissance and hobbled 
combat capability.

Then, on 16 December, Hitler struck.  
He sent 24 divisions, 250,000 men,  
through the supposedly impenetrable 
Ardennes. Ten armoured divisions formed 
the spearhead, many of them equipped  
with new Tiger tanks: the elite of the Nazi  
war-machine.

The initial surprise was total. Frozen 
GIs abandoned their foxholes and fled. 
Confusion and panic spread through back 
areas as reports came through of collapse 
at the front and fifth-columnists behind the 
lines. It took the best part of a week for the 
Allies to recover from the shock and concert 
an effective response.

But the US garrison at Bastogne stood 
firm, turning the town into a breakwater 
against the German offensive, and the 
panzers ran out of fuel when they failed to 

reach the Allied dumps. The vast weight of 
Allied men, tanks, and airpower then began 
to tell, rolling the Germans back. 

The offensive delayed Allied operations 
by about six weeks, but the long-term effect 
was to hasten the end by consuming so 
much of Hitler’s final reserve. The Battle 
of the Bulge turned out to be the last great 
battle in the West. In our Special this issue, 
marking the 70th anniversary of the battle, 
we focus on the intelligence failures that 
permitted Hitler his final blitzkrieg.



 
 

 
 

 

Introduction



Several German 
soldiers with good 
English language 
skills disguised 
themselves as 
American soldiers 
and infiltrated 
American camps 
causing confusion 
and panic among 
the troops. The 
imposters were 
eventually caught 
and executed, but in 
terms of sabotage 
and disruption 
the mission was a 
success. 

14 DEC ’44: OPERATION GRIEF

14 DEC 
1944

21 DEC ’44
THE FALL OF 

ST VITH As the weather cleared, the US launched a successful 
aerial counterattack against the Germans supported by 
heavy artillery fire. Ground attack fighters targeted and 
destroyed German vehicles and troop concentrations. 
Without any air support of their own, there was little 
the Germans could do in response.

23 DEC ’44: US COUNTERATTACK
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TIMELINE

16 DEC ’44: INITIAL GERMAN ASSAULT

The first German assault of the Battle of the Bulge 
took place during a large snowstorm. The Germans 
attacked the Allied troops along an 80 mile front 
which was also exposed to aerial assault. The 
snowstorm was an advantage to the Nazis because it 
rendered the Allies’ superior air power ineffective.

17 DEC ’44
MALMADY 
MASSACRE

20 DEC ’44 
SIEGE OF 

BASTOGNE 
BEGINS



Hitler orders a halt to the advance but no retreat. 
This leaves his exposed and exhausted units at 
the mercy of the replenished Allied forces across 
the Ardennes Front. 

28 DEC ’44: NO RETREAT

24 DEC ’44
THE FALL OF 

CELLES

After gaining 60 miles of territory, the 2nd Panzer 
Division under Lieutenant-General von Lauchert was 
stopped by a combined force of British and American 
amour, made up of the British 29th Armoured Brigade 
and the American 2nd Armoured Division. 

25 DEC ’44: CHRISTMAS DAY

26 DEC ’44 
SIEGE OF 

BASTOGNE IS 
BROKEN

25 JAN ’45
BATTLE OF THE 

BULGE ENDS
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TIMELINE

Hitler launched a surprise offensive along the Saar 
aimed at retaking Strasbourg on New Year’s Day, 
1945. Although costly for both sides, it was ultimately 
unsuccessful, and the failure of the offensive allowed 
the US 7th Army to contain the German push towards 
Strasbourg. Weeks of fighting saw the German forces 
destroyed, captured, or abandoning their positions 
as the Allies regrouped and responded. German 
casualties totalled over 100,000 soldiers killed or 
captured.

1 JAN ’45: OPERATION NORTHWIND

25 JAN 
1945



David Porter assesses the opposing forces at the Battle of the Bulge.

the opposing armies

US FORCES
By the autumn of 1944 the US Army’s total strength stood at almost 
8,000,000 men, but despite this impressive figure, the forces hold-
ing the Ardennes were seriously under-manned. The problem was 
due to a number of factors, notably the manpower demands of 
the Pacific theatre, coupled with the enormous administrative and 
logistics ‘tail’ essential to keep combat units supplied.

Each infantry division had a nominal strength of just over 
14,000 men, of whom fewer than 3,200 were front-line riflemen. 
Artillerymen and engineers accounted for a further 2,800 men, but 
the vast majority of the remaining 8,500 troops were employed in 
support roles behind the front-line.

Unsurprisingly, the riflemen usually suffered the heaviest 
casualties – up to 83% in Normandy – and the trend continued 
throughout the autumn of 1944. In the weeks immediately before 
the Ardennes Offensive, US generals were taking emergency 
 measures, such as transferring anti-aircraft gunners and other 
‘under-employed specialists’ to the infantry. (Whilst this eased 
the chronic manpower shortage, the sketchy conversion training 
 produced resentful, unskilled infantrymen who were even more 
liable to become casualties than their comrades.)

warriors & weapons
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RAW TROOPS
The 167km (104 miles) of the Ardennes sector was thinly held 
by a high proportion of raw troops (notably the 99th and 106th 
Infantry Divisions). These were supplemented by exhausted veteran 
 formations such as the 2nd Infantry Division, which had been sent 
to this ‘quiet area’ to rest and refit. Each division was badly over-
stretched, covering a front of roughly 45km (28 miles), three times 
the ‘textbook figure’.

On 16 December the Ardennes were defended by a total of 83,000 
men with 242 Sherman medium tanks, 182 M-10 tank destroyers, 
and 394 guns of various calibres. 

US forces were lavishly equipped, but some of this equipment was 
beginning to show its age and was becoming outclassed due to the 
American reluctance to introduce new designs which would disrupt 
mass production of existing weapons. This had particularly serious 
effects in terms of AFVs and infantry anti-tank weapons.

The Sherman’s reliability could not compensate for the fact that 
its firepower and protection were grossly inferior to those of the 
newer German tanks, especially the Panther and Tiger II. Such 
 heavily armoured AFVs were also virtually immune to frontal hits 
from the bazooka’s 60mm (2.36 inch) hollow-charge rocket, which 
had been barely adequate in 1943.

Experienced formations such as General Gavin’s 82nd Airborne 
Division solved the immediate problem by replacing their bazookas 
with captured panzerfausts. (Gavin later wrote: ‘As for the 82nd 
Airborne Division, it did not get adequate anti-tank weapons until it 
began to capture the first German panzerfausts. By the fall of ‘44 we 
had truckloads of them. We also captured German instructions for 
their use, made translations, and conducted our own training with 
them. They were the best hand-carried anti-tank weapon of the war.’)

In August 1944, development of the far more effective 90mm (3.5 
inch) ‘Super Bazooka’ finally began, but the first examples were not 
issued until the Korean War.

FIRE SUPPORT
Fire support was excellent – the guns of the US artillery were at least 
as good as their German counterparts and benefitted from a highly 
sophisticated fire-control system. This allowed rapid engagement 
of targets, and the concentration of the fire of many batteries from 
widely spaced firing positions.

One of the deadliest tactics employed was the time-on-target 
(TOT) concentration. A TOT massed fires from several battalions 
onto a single target and calculated the times of flight for the shells 
from each battery so that they all arrived on target at nearly the 
same instant. (A similar tactic, called a ‘stonk’, had been developed 
independently by the Royal Artillery in North Africa.)

The final US advantage lay in overwhelming air superiority – a 
total of 6,000 Allied aircraft were theoretically available. Although 
the numbers actually committed were never as great as this, the 
Allied daily sortie rate peaked at 4,823 on 24 December. (Air re-
supply was an important factor in the successful defence of Bastogne 
– in three days IX Troop Carrier Command flew 962 sorties and 
dropped 850 tons of supplies to the defenders.)

‘All Hitler wants me to do is to cross the Meuse, 
capture Brussels, and then go on and take Antwerp! 
And all this is at the worst time of the year through 
the Ardennes where the snow is waist-deep and 
there isn’t room to deploy four tanks abreast, let 
alone panzer divisions! Where it doesn’t get light 
until eight and it’s dark again at four. With rebuilt 
divisions mostly made up of boys and sick old men. 
And all this at Christmas time!’

Sepp Dietrich, Commander-in-Chief, Sixth SS Panzer Army
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In the wooded hills of the Ardennes, the Tiger and 
Panther tanks were unable to exploit their superior 
long-range fi repower and were themselves vulnerable 
to anti-tank guns and bazooka teams lying in ambush.

German attempts to manoeuvre were hampered 
by the terrain, which frequently limited advances to a 
single vehicle front. In these situations, a single well-
positioned roadblock could halt an entire division.

Equally, the dire fuel shortages caused by Allied 
bombing meant that even when manoeuvres to by-
pass Allied positions were possible, units could fi nd 
themselves stranded with empty fuel tanks, oft en 
within a few kilometres of key objectives.

GERMAN TACTICAL PROBLEMS

warriors & weapons
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GERMAN FORCES
The Wehrmacht and Waffen SS forces (totalling 250,000 men) 
assembling for the offensive were formidable, but represented 
Germany’s final strategic reserve. The main effort was to be made by 
Fifth Panzer Army, whose objective was Brussels, and Sixth SS Panzer 
Army, which was to take Antwerp.

These two formations could field a total of almost 1,400 AFVs, 
including some of the formidable Tiger II heavy tanks (which 
would prove to be dubious assets on the narrow, icy roads of the 
Ardennes.) They would have the support of 2,000 guns and salvo 
rocket launchers, plus the promise of over 2,400 Luftwaffe aircraft. 
(In practice, the Luftwaffe’s ‘maximum effort’ amounted to 900 
sorties flown on 17 December, which failed to have any significant 
effect on Allied air supremacy.) 

While the panzer formations showed their old aggression 

throughout the offensive, the poor performance of some of the 
infantry divisions was a factor in the failure of the operation. Many 
of the newly raised volksgrenadier divisions were particularly badly 
trained – these were formed around cadres of veterans and filled out 
with personnel transferred from the Luftwaffe and Kreigsmarine, 
plus new conscripts. (By this time, a significant number of conscripts 
were Volksdeutsche – ethnic Germans – from Eastern Europe, such 
as Poles, Ukrainians, Rumanians, and Yugoslavs, who in fact spoke 
little or no German.) 

Whatever the shortcomings of their personnel, German infantry 
divisions could generate formidable short-range firepower – by 
this stage of the war, they were receiving increasing numbers of 
Sturmgewehr 44 assault rifles and MG42 machine-guns – the latter 
with a rate of fire of 1,200rpm, almost three times that of the US 
infantry’s Browning M1919A4 machine-gun. 

FIREPOWER OF US AND GERMAN 1944-TYPE INFANTRY DIVISIONS
Category US  German
Strength 14,037  12,769
Rifles and carbines  11,507 9,069
Pistols 1,228  1,981
Submachine guns/Sturmgewehr 44 295  1,503 
Light MGs and automatic rifles 539 566
Medium MGs 90  90
60mm mortars 90  -
81mm mortars 54  48
120mm mortars - 28
Bazookas/Panzerschreck 558  108
Rifle-grenade launchers/Panzerfaust 2,131 2,000
Flame-throwers - 20
US HMG/German 20mm Flak 237  12
57mm AT guns 57 -
75mm AT guns - 35
75mm infantry guns - 18
105mm howitzers 54  36
US 155mm/German 150mm howitzers  12  18
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Dave Slogget and Peter Caddick-Adams assess the major ground commanders at the Battle of the Bulge.
TOP BRASS

GERMANY
GENERAL WALTER MODEL
Throughout his career,
Model had proved himself a
canny defensive commander in
apparently hopeless situations.
He was capable of visualising
the evolution of a battle in great
detail. Adolf Hitler thought
highly of him.

He was known to be a tough
commander who demanded
very high standards from his
subordinates. Those who failed
were quickly removed from their
posts. He was also hugely popular
with his soldiers.

leeway when dealing with Hitler.
In the Battle of the Falaise Pocket, Model had used his relationship with
the Führer to persuade him to allow the Seventh Army to escape. Panzer
Group Eberbach had got out almost intact, despite Hitler’s inclination
for ‘no retreat’ orders.

The operation in the Ardennes was different, however. This was
offensive warfare. It required fast-moving units to manoeuvre over
difficult terrain in the Ardennes in synchronisation with each other.
This was a form of warfare in which Model lacked experience.

When he was presented with an outline plan, he had grave reserva-
tions. He believed that it was simply not possible for tanks to maintain
speed through such hilly and heavily wooded terrain.

While accepting the overall merits of using the reserves in the way
Hitler planned, Model tried to persuade the Führer of the merits of a
less ambitious plan to encircle forward units of the American Sixth Army
and gain the river crossing over the Meuse. The proposed operation was
called Herbstnebel. It was a plan that could have achieved success, but
Hitler rejected it outright. Model was told that he was to go for Antwerp.

The German commander overcame his reservations and threw himself
into the task, insisting his subordinates stick to the planned timetable.

It was in vain. Hitler blamed the failure of the operation in the
Ardennes on Model. He had chosen his most favoured commander and
he felt he had let him down. The defeat at the Battle of the Bulge played
heavily on Model, who took his own life in April 1945.

PEIPER
In Russia, they had been called der Lötlampe Abteilung (‘Blowtorch
Battalion’) because of the speed with which they burned through Soviet
formations. Throughout the East, the unit had regarded it as a ‘badge of
honour’ to burn down entire Russian villages, shooting every inhabitant.
In December 1944 they would use the same tactics in the Ardennes.

They were a ruthless Waffen-SS unit led by Obersturmbannführer
Joachim (‘Jochen’) Peiper, a name that would be eternally associated

COMMANDERS
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with the 1944 Malmedy massacre. But what sort of man was he?
Peiper was born in 1915, the son of a Great War veteran, and turned 

18 years old on the day that Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. 
He served as Himmler’s adjutant until October 1941, when he joined 
the 1st SS Leibstandarte Division as a company commander. Peiper’s 
proximity to Himmler not only brought him a powerful sponsor, which 
advanced his career, but also meant that he was deeply implicated in the 
Holocaust. Surviving SS archives document visits to Auschwitz and other 
death camps, whilst Peiper was recorded as watching the execution of 
prisoners – soldiers and civilians – with his boss.

In battle, he shone as a combat commander on the Eastern Front, 
gaining rapid promotion and a string of decorations.

NORMANDY
After nearly three years in Russia, and a short spell in Italy, Peiper 
accompanied his division to Normandy, where the Leibstandarte took 
huge casualties – of a typical 1,000-man battalion, only 50 would escape 
to fight again in the Ardennes. Afterwards, he took medical leave, which 
hints that he may have suffered a nervous breakdown.

Afterwards, Peiper, now commanding the 1st SS Panzer Regiment 
of four tank and PanzerGrenadier battalions, was detailed to lead one 
of the spearheads in the Ardennes. In words which were to haunt the 
rest of his days, just before the Ardennes assault, Peiper had briefed his 
men: ‘In the coming operation, the regiment will attack recklessly. No 
consideration will be paid to man or machine. 
The coming mission will be the last chance to 
win the war. The enemy must become totally 
crazed with fear that the SS is coming. That is 
our obligation.’

MALMEDY
The brutality of Peiper’s massacre of US 
prisoners in cold blood at Malmedy remains 
beyond comprehension – except in one 
respect. On 16 November 1944 the city of 
Düren had been attacked by 485 Lancasters 
and 13 pathfinder Mosquitoes of the Royal 
Air Force. Sirens sounded and residents took 
shelter in their cellars. 

Of 22,000 inhabitants, more than 3,000 
were killed and Obersturmbannführer Peiper 

the survivors. After the war, the SS officer recounted how ‘the civilians 
had to be scraped from the walls’, and in response he swore he ‘would 
personally castrate the men who did that – with a piece of broken glass – 
blunt at that’.

The Leibstandarte’s, and Peiper’s, viciousness could never be justified 
or forgivable, but the suffering of Düren, and other German cities, 
makes it slightly more understandable.

Peiper’s spearhead stalled in the Ardennes after three days, by 
which time his Kampfgruppe (battlegroup) was declared responsible 
for the deaths of 362 prisoners of war and 111 civilians – including 84 
GIs at Malmedy.

His reputation gave Model some 

and some of his men had been amongst those detailed to help rescue 



MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLY

COMMANDERS

www.military-history.org

AMERICA

the first Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 

MCAULIFFE
When the storm broke on 16 December 1944, Brigadier-General 
Anthony C McAuliffe was in temporary command of the 101st 
Airborne Division; his boss, General Maxwell Taylor, was attending 
conferences in Washington DC. Recognising the importance of 
Bastogne, Eisenhower immediately sent the 101st under McAuliffe to 
bolster its meagre defences.

Born in 1898, McAuliffe just missed World War One, graduating 
from West Point days after the Armistice in November 1918. On 6 
June 1944, normally in charge of 101st Airborne’s artillery, McAuliffe 

was appointed assistant division commander, following the death in a 
glider crash of his predecessor. He proved a steady hand through the 
33 days of his division’s deployment in Normandy, and again during 
the 72 days of Market Garden and beyond.

Soon the German high command realised McAuliffe at Bastogne 
was slowing their advance. The town lay on their main supply-route 
and manoeuvring round it was time-consuming and fuel-inefficient. 
Berlin directed the town be taken by 22 December, leaving the Fifth 
Panzer Army commander, Hasso von Manteuffel, to devise a plan.

The local corps commander, General von Lüttwitz, was impatient, 
however, and decided to try to bluff the defenders into submission, 
omitting to warn his superiors of his intentions. Shortly after 11:30am 
on Friday 22 December, four Germans walked towards the US perim-
eter waving a white flag and clutching Lüttwitz’s surrender ultimatum.

NO SURRENDER
The document was brought to McAuliffe, who initially thought that 
the Germans were trying to surrender to him. His reaction was to 
chuckle in disbelief – the Wehrmacht, shivering in the freezing coun-
tryside, were demanding that he surrender Bastogne!

It made no sense: ‘We surrender? Aw, nuts!’ was his comment, essen-
tially meaning, ‘You’ve got to be kidding me’. McAuliffe then returned 
to more pressing business regarding the disposition of his troops and 
organising his defences: the 101st had not long arrived in Bastogne 
and there was much work to do. The German message was ignored.

Later, the German delegation, hearing nothing, pressed for an 
answer. Only then did McAuliffe realise some sort of  official reply was 
needed. He pondered a few minutes, stymied. ‘Well I don’t know what 
to tell them.’ One of his headquarters staff, Lieutenant-Colonel Harry 
Kinnard, mused, ‘That first remark of yours would be hard to beat.’

McAuliffe responded, ‘What do you mean?’ Kinnard answered, 
‘Sir, you said “Nuts!”’ This drew warm applause all round. McAuliffe 
grabbed a pencil and wrote down: ‘To the German Commander, 
“Nuts!” A C McAuliffe, Commanding.’

Such was the response to Heinrich Diepold Georg, Freiherr (Baron) 
von Lüttwitz, bearer of the Knight’s Cross with Oakleaves, who could 
trace his ancestry back to 1430. The contrast between the lineages 
of the monocled Baron von Lüttwitz and the West Virginian Irish-
Catholic McAuliffe could not have been greater. The ‘Nuts!’ reply was 
a little backwoods levity to counter Prussian pomposity. 

I met Kinnard, then a retired lieutenant-general, at a Washington 
DC hotel in the late spring 
of 1984, just prior to the 
40th anniversary of D-Day. 
When McAuliffe’s wife Helen 
first heard the story of the 
American reply to the German 
demand for surrender, the 
name of the commander who 
had sent the defiant message 
was not yet common knowl-
edge. According to Kinnard, 
she knew instantly it was her 
husband. ‘That was Tony 
all over,’ she said, ‘because 
“aw, nuts” was his special 
way of announcing extreme 
frustration.’

ridiculous, demonstrating his total misunderstanding of the American 
soldier. Meanwhile, the resolute defence of Bastogne advanced 
McAuliffe’s career no end: he was given command of the 103rd 
Infantry Division on 15 January 1945 and retired ten years later as 
Commanding General of US Army Europe. 

GENERAL OMAR BRADLEY
General Omar Bradley was not typical of senior US Army command-
ers. Unlike no-nonsense practitioners like Patton, Bradley was bookish 
and somewhat academic. His views on manoeuvre warfare were 
informed by intense studies of the campaigns of William T Sherman 
in the American Civil War. He believed these to be more relevant to 
future forms of warfare than some more recent conflicts; a point that 
was to be borne out in his later career.

The difference in style helped Bradley to work well with Patton. 
He is often considered the one senior 
American commander to have been able 
to get the best out of his somewhat tem-
pestuous and explosive former colleague 
in the 27th Infantry.

After the defeat of the Allies by 
Rommel at Kasserine Pass towards the 
end of the North Africa campaign, 
Bradley was asked to find out what had 
gone wrong with the US forces that had 
been so badly mauled. His response was 
to suggest that Patton should be given 
command of the US 2nd Corps.

Bradley’s foray from the classroom to 
the heat of battle had begun during the 
invasion of Sicily. The rather narrow 
geographic scope of the campaign did 

not allow him to act on all his thinking whilst studying 
at Fort Leavenworth. After D-Day, however, Bradley got his chance 
to employ his ideas on manoeuvre warfare. But the results were not 
always positive. 

Bradley had previously tangled with General Model at the Battle of 
the Falaise Pocket. It was there that Bradley overrode General Patton’s 
plans to advance and encircle the German Seventh Army and Fifth 
Panzer Army. This provided just enough room for Model to extract 
them from what was a very difficult situation. And before the Battle of 
the Bulge he had suffered heavy losses in the Battle of Hurtgen Forest, 
where he had again tangled with Walter Model. 

Bradley was quite different from Model. Where Model cut a dash 
and moved his forces with élan, Bradley was seen to be quite introspec-
tive. He was also quite prickly and insecure; there were moments 
of passion. When, during the Ardennes offensive, the First and 
Ninth Armies under his command were temporarily handed over to 
Montgomery, he raged at Eisenhower and threatened to resign.

Patton rescued Bradley at Bastogne, and from then on his career 
soared. Whereas Patton’s star was eventually to fall, Bradley went on 
to command 1.3 million troops in Western Europe – the largest single 
body of American forces ever placed under a single unified command. 
He was eventually promoted to a five-star general and went on to be 
the first Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 

Lüttwitz’s bluff had been called and he had been made to look 



Bastogne was the breakwater against which the German 
offensive of December 1944 crashed. Dave Sloggett explains.

THE Siege of bastogne

O
f all the sub-plots within the 
Battle of the Bulge, the siege of 
the Belgian city of Bastogne is 
crucial. Both sides recognised 
that the final outcome of the 

German push towards Antwerp depended 
on control of the vital communications links 
through Bastogne.

On the evening of 15 December 1944 the 
residents of Bastogne were preparing for 
Christmas. The war seemed distant, its only 
sign being the presence of troops from the 
Allied 28th Division, who had been sent to 
the area to recuperate after suffering severe 
losses during the advance on Germany.

The festive peace was shattered as, over 
the next three days, the advanced guard of 
the XLVII Panzer Corps under the command 

Arriving by truck late in the evening of 
19 December, the 501st Parachute Infantry 
Regiment (PIR) was quickly sent across town 
to its eastern flank to create a defensive posi-
tion protecting the highway to Magéret and 
Longvilly – the known main line of advance 
of units of the Panzer-Lehr Division and the 
26th Volksgrenadier Division.

The rest of the 101st Airborne had arrived 
by 0900 on 20 December. These shored 
up the temporary positions to the east of 
the city, held by the surviving elements of 
Combat Command B of the 10th Armoured 
Division that had been fighting a rearguard 

Advanced elements 
of General 
Patton’s Third 
Army buttressed 
the defence and 
prevented Bastogne 
from falling.

THE BATTLE

of Heinrich Freiherr von Lüttwitz arrived 
on the outskirts of the town. Such had 
been the speed and ferocity of the advance 
that the Wehrmacht had all but destroyed 
the 28th Division as a cohesive fighting 
force. However, in the course of its retreat, 
 stubborn resistance by units of the division 
had managed to delay the Wehrmacht 
timetable. This bought time for the Allies to 
bring strategic reserves into play.

Eisenhower had quickly grasped the 
magnitude of what the Allied armies faced. 
He ordered the 82nd and 101st Airborne 
Divisions, so recently in action in the 
Netherlands in the effort to seize the bridges 
over the Rhine, to mobilise. The 101st 
Airborne and the 705th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion were ordered to Bastogne.

BELOW Troops of the 101st Airborne 
Division watch C-47s drop supplies to 
them during the Siege of Bastogne.



ABOVE Lines showing the shifting US lines and 
the German routes of attack during the siege.
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action trying to delay the advance of the 
leading German units. They now formed a 
mobile ‘fire brigade’ of 40 light and medium 
tanks which also included the remains of 
the Combat Command R, 9th Armoured 
Division.

A DEFENSIVE PERIMETER
The units were spread out to create an approxi-
mately circular defended perimeter with a 
north-south diameter of 6.8 miles and a west-
east diameter of 7.7 miles.

To the north of the town the 502nd PIR 
guarded Longchamps. To the north-east the 
506th PIR guarded the road from Foy and 
Noville. To the south and west the 327th 
Glider Infantry defended a slightly extended 
area outside Monde-St Etienne around to 
Marvie in the south-east. Due to the lop-sided 
nature of the perimeter, Bastogne itself was 
actually in the south-eastern quadrant of the 
position, placing some German units only 
two miles away from the centre of the city.

Instead of conducting a head-on 
attack, units of the Panzer-Lehr and 26th 
Volksgrenadier probed the defences, seeking 
weak spots. With such strong defences in 
the north and east of the city, General von 
Lüttwitz decided to encircle the town and 
attack from the south and west. 

Between 19 and 22 of December, 26th 
Volksgrenadier units made several attempts 
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to breach the defences of Bastogne. The 
main assault on the city was scheduled for 
Christmas Day. With many of the units of 
the 26th Volksgrenadier nearing exhaustion, 
XLVII Panzer Corps concentrated its assault 
on several specific locations on the west side 
of the city.

In one area, progress was made as 18 
tanks, carrying a battalion of infantry, broke 
through the area guarded by 3rd Battalion 
of the 327th Glider Infantry and advanced 
towards Hemroulle, two miles from the 
centre of Bastogne.

Having breached the defences, the tank 
formation split into two, with one attempting 
to reach the town of Champs from the rear. 
Presumably they hoped that such an advance 
could be synchronised with a push on the 
town from the north by other units.

Such was the chaotic nature of the 
battle that at this point units of the 26th 
Volksgrenadier were struggling to keep up 
with the tempo being set by the panzers. Two 
companies of the 502nd PIR, accompanied 
by four tanks from the 705th Tank Destroyer 
Battalion, destroyed the enemy tanks that 
had broken through.

With the defences in the west of Bastogne 
holding, the push by the German forces into 
the city lost momentum and stalled. A day 
later, advanced elements of General Patton’s 
Third Army arrived from Assenois at just 
before 5 o’clock in the afternoon. These 
reinforcements buttressed the defence and 
prevented Bastogne from falling.

For the 101st Airborne Division, the Siege 
of Bastogne added another battle honour to 
what was already an impressive list of victories. 
With Bastogne held, the rest of the German 
advance gradually started to peter out. .

BELOW General Patton, whose Third 
Army arrived in time to buttress the US 
defensive lines and hold Bastogne.



THE WEHRMACHT’S LAST GREAT OFFENSIVE
Why were the Allies taken by surprise in December 1944? There 
were clear signs of imminent attack. Dave Sloggett investigates.
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A
ny military person knows the 
value of surprise. It may provide 
an enormous advantage at the 
start of any battle. Its impact 
can be especially telling if the 

surprised had assumed that no major opera-
tions were likely in the foreseeable future.

Surprise was essential to Adolph Hitler’s 
audacious plan to move just over 250,000 
men and through the Ardennes in the run-
up to Christmas 1944. The aim was relatively 
simple: to drive a wedge between the Allied 
armies and move rapidly on Antwerp, a 
distance of 100 miles.

Hitler also hoped that the well-known 
schisms between Allied commanders would 
open up and prevent a unified response 
to the crisis; even that the British and 
Americans would be thrown into such chaos 
that they would sue for peace. Having sorted 
out his western flank, he would then have 
been able to turn his attentions into defeat-
ing the Russian Army in the east.

So how was Hitler able to take the Allies 
so much by surprise? After all, assembling 
250,000 men and more than 1,000 tanks 
and tracked vehicles in a small area of the 
Ardennes ought to have been noticed.

In fact, Hitler benefitted from a specific 
combination of circumstances that created 
just the right conditions for his plan to 

 succeed. That it was ultimately to fail was 
down to other factors, not least the difficulty 
of the terrain and the prevailing weather, but 
also a lack of strategic reserves of fuel; the 
German High Command estimated that they 
had enough fuel only to cover about one 
third of the distance to Antwerp.

These factors caused Hitler’s senior  generals 
to argue for a much less ambitious effort sim-
ply to move the Western Front forward to the 
River Meuse and thereby improve the German 
bargaining position by reminding the Allies 
that the Wehrmacht was not yet finished. Their 
arguments,  however, fell on deaf ears.

HITLER’S SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS
The Battle of the Bulge, as the attack has come 
to be labelled, has often been seen as Hitler’s 
last throw of the dice, a major gamble that was 
most unlikely to succeed. Throughout his time 
in the Chancellery, it is argued, Hitler was an 
inveterate gambler, a man addicted to risk.  
His fatal flaw was a propensity to take ill-
conceived risks irrespective of the outcome. 
Such a view is understandable.

A common caricature has Hitler  throwing 
some kind of orchestrated fit to get his 
way against more experienced military 
 commanders. But his decision to throw his 
final reserves into the Battle of the Bulge can 
be seen as entirely logical.

Weighing his options in September 1944, 
Hitler knew that the Allied advance from  
the west had started to creak under the 
weight of the logistical difficulties in 
 maintaining supply-lines over very long 
distances. The port facilities at Antwerp 
had only just started to operate. Logistical 
problems had delayed Allied operations 
to clear remnants of the Germany armies 
from Scheldt Estuary – a problem many 
 commanders were inclined to ignore, 
looking to race across the Rhine and into 
Germany as quickly as possible.

Hitler may well have sensed that the tempo 
of the Allied advance had slowed. Even with 
German forces falling back in some disarray, 
it took time for the Allies to move forward.

Hitler also had little regard for the 
American military. He took the view that the 
Russians were far more of a threat. He rea-
soned that an attack on the Americans might 
have created the conditions for negotiations 
in the west – even, indeed, for some sort of 
grand realignment against the Russians.

Winter had provided the perfect opportu-
nity for a pause. The next stage of the Allied 
advance could wait until the spring. This 
gave Hitler an opportunity to secrete a num-
ber of forces away from the front-line for use 
in a bold counterstroke. The only remaining 
question was where and when to strike.

FINAL

BLITZKRIEG

THE CAMPAIGN



ABOVE During the last German counteroffensive 
on the Western Front, a German tank unit moves 
through a village in the Hohe Venn region, near 
Malmedy, Belgium, on 6 January 1945.

MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLYwww.military-history.org 37

PLANNING THE OFFENSIVE
The choice of the Ardennes was obvious. It had 
served Hitler and the Wehrmacht well when the 
Germans first invaded France in 1940. It would 
do so again now. After all, who would think of 
driving four armies through a deeply forested 
area in the middle of winter? The surprise 
would be total.

Also in Hitler’s favour was a deep-seated 
arrogance in the American command- 
chain: US generals were incapable of  
imagining what the Nazis might conjure  
in their last-ditch efforts to save the  
Third Reich. As far as many of the field  
commanders were concerned, Germany  
was finished (though that was not the  
view held by some intelligence analysts in  
the US Third Army, who were concerned  
by indications of preparations for a  
major offensive).

BELOW American Soldiers of the 289th Infantry 
Regiment march along a snow-covered road. Hitler 
knew that the tempo of the Allied advance in 
September 1944 had slowed, and did not see the 
US Army as so serious a threat as the Russians. 

THE CAMPAIGN

The plans for the attack in the Ardennes 
were drawn up by Hitler and a small plan-
ning team from the beginning of September 
onwards. It was to involve a total of 45 
divisions, including a dozen panzer and 
panzergrenadier formations. By the time 
the attack was launched, however, this had 
been reduced to 30 divisions – Hitler’s entire 
remaining mobile reserve.

While his generals spoke in hushed 
 conversations about suing for peace, Hitler 
continued to regard any such course of 
action as unthinkable. Besides, the Allies 
were hardly likely to treat him like Napoleon 
and offer him retirement in exile. What was 
needed was something that could change  
the outcome of the war. While Nazi develop-
ment of V1 and V2 weapons could form a 
part of an overall strategy, it was only on the 
battlefield that a decisive shift in fortune 
could be achieved.

The idea for the offensive was first 
presented to a small select group of senior 
commanders on Sunday 16 September at 
what was supposed to be a routine planning 
conference. For many at the meeting, the 
idea must have seemed half-baked. Some, 
indeed, may have regarded it as foolhardy. 
To commit the entire mobile reserve in one 
operation was certainly unconventional. 
From Hitler’s viewpoint, however, the 
boldness of the conception was part of its 
attraction. He liked to defy conventional 
military thinking, especially when that meant 
wrong-footing his opponents.

MODEL IN COMMAND
Hitler decided it was vital that operational 
security be maintained from this point. He 

In Hitler’s favour 
was a deep-seated 
arrogance in 
the American 
command-chain.



was determined to avoid giving the Allies any
advance warning of what he was planning.

Acting on the principle of Sippenhaft
(where families share collective responsibil-
ity for the actions of one of their members),
Hitler made all the close advisors who had
attended the meeting sign documents to the
effect that they would not divulge the aims
or objectives of the coming operation.

His decision to appoint General Walter
Model to command the assault was also logi-
cal. Until that point he had always delivered
what Hitler had required. But, on hearing
of the plan, Model believed it was far too
ambitious; he harboured a number of major
concerns over its practicality.

Model would have overall command of
four armies. These comprised the Sixth
Panzer Army under SS General Sepp
Dietrich, the Fifth Panzer Army under
General Hasso von Manteuffel, the Seventh
Army under General Erich Brandenberger,
and the Fifteenth Army under General
Gustav-Adolph von Zangen. The overall
force numbered just over 250,000 men.

Concealing the troops, armoured vehicles,
and supporting infrastructure was not going
to be easy. It would require an extraordinary
amount of luck to achieve total surprise.

Care was taken even over the name of
the operation. The public name for the

attack, ‘Operation Watch on the Rhine’
(Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein), hinted at a
defensive posture, one that sought to buy time
on the Western Front. It also invoked a well-
known German patriotic hymn, Die Wacht am
Rhein, which added to its psychological effect.

Planning for such a defensive operation
was just what Allied commanders would
have expected. When assessing the pieces of
intelligence that leaked out, they fitted them
to this preconception. This is what psycholo-
gists call ‘scenario fulfilment’. And this was
just what Hitler had intended.

The public name
for the attack,
‘Operation Watch
on the Rhine’,
hinted at a
defensive posture.

It was perhaps the 1965 movie Battle of the 
Bulge that first spread the myth. Amongst its 
many errors – it was an appalling epic – the 
film showed the German panzer spearhead as 
consisting of Tiger II tanks (in fact, for the movie, 
US-manufactured M-47s masquerading as King 
Tigers were used). 

The film implied that this was a new design and 
every German tank was a King Tiger, whereas 
very few were sent to the Ardennes. Tiger IIs had 
already been deployed in Normandy and in Russia 
since the summer of 1944, and were not seen as 
some sort of innovative ‘secret weapon’.

In fact, many German commanders, such as 
Jochen Peiper, regarded the Tiger II – often referred 
to unofficially as the Königstiger (‘King Tiger’ or 

‘Royal Tiger’) – as more trouble than it was worth. 
At 69 tons, 22 feet in length, and over 12 feet wide, 
it guzzled fuel (less than half-a-mile per gallon, 

whereas a Sherman or Panzer IV achieved more 
than double that), was too heavy for most bridges, 
too wide for much of the twisting Ardennes road 
network, and, above all, prone to mechanical 
breakdowns and broken tracks. In daylight hours 
it acted as a magnet for Allied aircraft. If deployed, 
they were usually kept at the rear of an armoured 
column, rather than in its vanguard.

Only two King Tiger battalions fought in the 
Bulge. Schwere SS-PanzerAbteilung 501 (Heavy SS 
Tank Battalion 501) and its sister Army Abteilung 
506 were both under-strength, and amounted 
to perhaps 80 machines, or 4% of around 1,800 
panzers that were sent to the Ardennes.

Alongside these tanks, though never appearing 
on propaganda newsreels, the Germans used more 
than 50,000 horses to tow guns and  supplies – in 
other words, for every panzer skulking in the 
Ardennes, there were at least 30 horses!

KING TIGERS

ABOVE German infantrymen pass burning captured 
American vehicles during the drive into Allied lines. 
The winter had provided the perfect opportunity 
for a pause, during which Hitler was able to 
muster his forces for a surprise counterstroke.
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THE INTELLIGENCE JIGSAW
While a great deal of the planning for the 
operation did indeed remain hidden, intel-
ligence analysts at Bletchley Park did begin to 
have concerns about the build-up of signals 
traffic in the weeks prior to its initiation.

They also had American-assisted insights 
from interception and decipherment of 
Japanese Purple-coded messages. This 
allowed them to read dispatches from the 
Japanese Ambassador to Nazi Germany to 
Tokyo. In one specific account of a meeting 
with Hitler, the Ambassador reported that 
the Germans were planning a massive attack 
on the Western Front. This, however, could 
easily have been written off as bravado on 
Hitler’s part.

By this time, as a result of the introduction 
of the Colossus machine at Bletchley Park, 
Allied code-breakers were often reading 
encrypted signals in near real-time. They 
were helped by some very poor practice 
in German use of their Enigma machines, 
notably by Luftwaffe operators.

But as the Germans retreated, so they were 
able to rely on their fixed land-line commu-
nications. Less and less German operational 
traffic was being sent by radio – significantly 
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The Colossus 
machine at 
Bletchley Park 
often allowed Allied 
code-breakers to 
read encrypted 
signals in near 
real-time.

LEFT German Paratroopers riding aboard a 
King Tiger. Concealing the build-up of troops, 
artillery, and vehicles in the Ardennes took 
careful planning and a large amount of luck.

RIGHT German infantry on the move. Before the 
initial assault, the Germans successfully infiltrated 
a small number of men disguised as Americans 
behind Allied lines, causing panic and mistrust.



TROOP MOVEMENTS AT  
THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE



 THE CAMPAIGN



reducing the source material on which
Bletchley Park could work.

The problem for intelligence analysts
feeding off Enigma intercepts was that the
picture they revealed was invariably patchy
and incomplete. While it was possible to
report indicators of German intent, the time
and place of any attack remained unknown.

With hindsight it is clear that one major
indicator that should have alerted the Allies
to what was coming was the disappearance
of the famous 1st SS Panzer Division led by
the legendary and highly committed Nazi
SS Obersturmbannführer Joachim Peiper.
This was part of the Sixth Panzer Army. It
had been given the prestigious role of spear-
heading the operation to capture Antwerp.

The fact that what was arguably the Nazis’
single most important division, one that
even carried Hitler’s own name, had sud-
denly gone off the Allied radar should have
caused serious unease in intelligence circles.
Ultra intercepts had also revealed that rail
movements in the Ardennes had increased
and that messages sent by the Luftwaffe
had started to use the term Jägeraufmarsch
(‘Fighter Marshalling Point’). This also
implied an activity that was allied with an
offensive operation.

While containing young fanatics, as all Waffen-SS 
divisions did, it would not be correct to state that in 
the Ardennes SS units were comprised exclusively 
of ardent Nazi volunteers. After the 1941 inva-
sion of Russia, SS formations began receiving 
Volksdeutsche (ethnic German) replacements, 
as the supply of German volunteers became 
exhausted. In 1944, serving under Jochen Peiper 
in the 1st SS Division was 22-year-old Georg Fleps, 
who fired the first shots of the Malmedy massacre; 
he was in fact a Romanian volunteer. 

From 1943, Himmler’s divisions had also begun to 
take draftees. Two of the last prisoners brought into 
American lines before 16 December were Polish 
conscripts from the 12th SS Hitlerjugend Division.

Additionally, from the summer of 1944, it had 
become commonplace for Luftwaffe and naval 
personnel to be reassigned to the Waffen-SS, 
without any say in the matter. Although he did not 
fight in the Ardennes, the German writer and future 
Nobel Prize-winner Günter Grass was typical of this 
latter group. He applied to join the submarine force 
on his 17th birthday in 1944, but on rejection was 
conscripted into the 10th SS Panzer Division instead.

In the Ardennes, out of 150 personnel in one 
sample company of the 1st SS Leibstandarte 

Division (10th Company of 2nd SS-PanzerGrenadier 
Regiment), 10% were Normandy veterans, 15% 
came from the Luftwaffe (aged between 18 and 
38), and 60% were 17-year-old youths, all born in 
1927, drawn straight from the Reichsarbeitsdienst 
(German Labour Service), who had received at 
most three weeks of training. The remainder were 
from a variety of backgrounds with different levels 
of training. In overall terms, of all the military 
recruits born in 1928, some 95,000 (17.3%) were 
conscripted into the SS. 

Few of these had received any meaningful 
military training, yet they made up the bulk of 
manpower within the SS divisions in the Ardennes. 
A GI on the receiving end may have viewed these 
statistics in a different light – each one would have 
seemed a serious enough potential killer – but 
youth and enthusiasm alone does not make a 
soldier. By December 1944 SS soldiers were often 
not German, nor volunteers, nor even young. The 
majority lacked experience and in some cases had 
received no meaningful combat training what-
soever. A few were superb fighters, some were 
undoubtedly brainwashed sadists and fanatics, but 
many were ordinary conscripts, new to war and 
caught in a brutal system.

SS FANATICS

LEFT A young unidentified American PoW. 
Within a matter of hours of the attack, the 
Germans had captured several of the key 
objectives, with over 7,000 Americans from 
the 28th Infantry surrendering in one case.
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BLANKS IN THE PUZZLE
Other indicators would have been more
difficult to detect. An increase in German
industrial production in 1944 was not antici-
pated. The Nazi war-machine had become
increasingly resilient to the day- and night-
time bombing efforts of the Allied air forces.
Increased industrial output had allowed
the Germans to replace many tanks lost in
opposing the Allied advance across Europe.

A second indicator that failed to register
was the call-up of young and old into the
Wehrmacht to form the Volksgrenadier – a
combination of seasoned veterans and mem-
bers of the Luftwaffe with newly recruited
teenagers and middle-aged men. The Battle
of the Bulge was to see the first deployment
of the newly formed 26th Volksgrenadier. It
was assigned to VII Panzer Corps operating
as part of the Fifth Panzer Army.

Formed in September 1944, 26th
Volksgrenadier’s task was to cross the River
Our and fight their way up a steep ridge. In
their way lay a number of minefields that
retreating German units had left behind
earlier in the year. Their job was to clear the
way for 2nd Panzer Division and Panzer Lehr
Division to push towards their immediate
targets around Bastogne.

WAITING FOR THE WEATHER
Hitler decided that the attack would be
launched when weather conditions were
favourable. He needed the overwhelming
Allied air power to be unavailable – both to
prevent reconnaissance and to ensure that his
tanks were not attacked in the constrained
manoeuvre areas inside the Ardennes Forest.

The prevailing weather for the Ardennes
comes from the North Atlantic Ocean. It
was known that two to three days after
certain weather conditions existed in the
North Atlantic, they would be present
in the Ardennes.

To monitor the weather, Hitler maintained
a small force of U-Boats in the North
Atlantic. As the initial date for the operation

approached, Hitler and his immediate
staff watched for signs that the weather was
deteriorating. This was a risky strategy as the
massed formations of armour and personnel
they had now assembled could be compro-
mised at any point.

THE BATTLE UNFOLDS
The assault started with an artillery barrage
at 0530 on the morning of 16 December. It
lasted for an hour. At the receiving end of
this attack was the 28th Infantry Division,
which had been allocated the Ardennes sector
because it was quiet. They were under the
overall command of General Omar Bradley.

Just before the assault was unleashed in
what was known as Operation Grief, the
Germans successfully infiltrated a small
number of men disguised as Americans
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behind Allied lines to act as a fifth column.
Their sole purpose was to create additional
mayhem.

The tactic was very successful. Rumours
quickly spread of the existence of these
English-speaking individuals. It created an
additional level of uncertainty. It was even
rumoured that some of them were assassins,
whose task was to kill senior Allied military
commanders. Eisenhower was so worried
about this that he stayed in his headquarters
for three days.

Bradley’s initial reaction was to regard
the German thrust as a spoiling attack
that had no overall strategic purpose. It
was an annoyance.

General Eisenhower begged to differ. It
took him little time to grasp the full scale of
what Hitler had unleashed. Perhaps now the
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THE CAMPAIGN

Given the tempo
of operations
required by the
plan, Peiper had
decided he could
not take prisoners.

The poor weather, chosen by Hitler to 
ground the Allied air forces, meant that the 
Bulge was fought only on the ground. Not 
so: even during the early days of the Bulge, 
from 16-19 December, the two opposing air 
forces met in the skies over fog-shrouded 
Belgium, when Major-General Elwood 
R ‘Pete’ Quesada’s US Ninth Air Force’s 
fighters claimed 136 kills.

Abysmal flying weather then closed 
in on the entire battlespace from 19-23 
December. This was when the German 
land advance enjoyed its greatest rate  
of penetration, extending to a maximum 
of 50 miles.

During 23-27 December, when flying 
conditions had improved somewhat, the 
Allied air forces flew more than 16,000 sorties, 
many of these interdicting the flow of German 
logistics. US heavy bombers attacked German 
forward air bases, and their fighter escorts 
strafed them daily. Allied fighter sweeps were 
timed to coincide with returning Luftwaffe 
aircraft, typically low on fuel and ammunition; 
forced to engage while landing, many Luftwaffe 
pilots ran out of fuel.

From the outset, Eisenhower’s air command-
ers decided on three priorities: air supremacy 
to prevent the Luftwaffe from supporting the 
advancing German land forces; close air support 
to the Allied land units; and air interdiction 
against the German logistics tail and the roads, 
railways, and bridges it required. 

On 23 December, Coningham’s 2nd Tactical Air 
Force and Quesada’s 9th managed 2,128 sorties, 
claiming 96 German aircraft, 220 vehicles, 
and 17 panzers destroyed. On Christmas Eve, 

Allied aircraft managed 7,380 sorties, including 
airdropping supplies into Bastogne, with IX 
Troop Carrier Command flying 962 sorties and 
delivering 850 tons of supplies to the defenders. 

The lack of coordinated air-land planning, 
relative inexperience of most Luftwaffe pilots 
compared to their opponents, fuel shortages, the 
short operational range of their aircraft, and the 
distance of airfields from the Ardennes crippled 
the Germans’ effectiveness. To their credit, and 
against these odds, the Luftwaffe managed to 
fly as many as 1,200 sorties on some days, but 
Allied air supremacy was maintained.

The Luftwaffe made little impact on the 
campaign despite operation Bodenplatte, when 
some 1,035 Luftwaffe planes attacked Allied air 
bases on 1 January 1945. Although more than 
500 Allied aircraft were destroyed or damaged 
on the ground, this came at a heavy price, for 
234 of the Luftwaffe’s pilots were lost, its largest 
loss on any day of the war.
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Enigma intercepts began to make sense. The 
fog of war had started to lift. Nazi Germany 
had revealed its hand. The attack did have a 
major strategic objective.

The Germans made good initial progress. 
Within a matter of hours several of the key 
objectives had been captured. In one case 
over 7,000 Americans from the 28th Infantry 
Division had surrendered, the largest event 
of its kind in US military history.

However, after a successful first 48 hours 
the German attack started to stutter. Several 
American units did fight important rear-
guard actions – some of them motivated 
by news of a German massacre of American 
soldiers that took place at Malmedy. 
Given the tempo of operations required 
by the plan, SS Obersturmbannführer 
Joachim Peiper had decided that he could 
not take prisoners.

THE TIDE TURNS
A key moment in the battle 

Infantry Regiment was moved to support 
Team Desobry, a battalion-sized infantry task 
force remaining from the 10th Armoured 
Division. This combined force was given the 
job of defending Noville.

 They quickly went into action against 2nd 
Panzer Division. The infantry were accom-
panied by just four M18 tanks of the 705th 
Tank Destroyer Battalion. In the resulting 
battle, 30 German tanks were lost. The 
ability of the M18s to move quickly on the 
battlefield created uncertainty in the minds 
of the German commanders, who, fearing a 
larger force was opposing them, held back 
from further attacks on Noville. This signifi-
cantly impacted the German advance and 
provided the window for the reinforcement 
of Bastogne to be completed.

All of Model’s reservations about the prob-
lems they would encounter were realised. 
One key instance is the stubborn resistance 
of the 101st Airborne Division, which had 
been rushed to Bastogne. The fact that the 
Germans were unable to take the city, with 
its strategic position as a hub of communica-
tions in the Ardennes, guaranteed that their 
attack would eventually fail.

Of the 600,000 Americans caught up in 
the Battle of the Bulge, 19,000 were killed 
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and close to 50,000 became casualties, with 
a further 23,000 captured or listed missing. 
The battle proved the largest and bloodiest 
of the Second World War for the Americans.

On the German side, a similar number 
were killed and wounded. But this was not 
the most serious consequence: the battle 
denuded Hitler of his final reserves and 
made the outcome of the Second World 
War certain.

The Battle of the Bulge did, however, 
remind everyone that, despite being able 
to read the German Enigma-coded traffic 
in almost real-time, the intelligence picture 
could still remain confused. Combine that 
with a blinkered arrogance in the command 
chain and surprise attack on a massive scale 
remained possible. .
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The battle proved 
the largest and 
bloodiest of the 
Second World War 
for the Americans.

LEFT German soldiers taken prisoner and 
[INSET] a destroyed and abandoned German 
88mm gun. Hitler’s defeat at the Battle of the 
Bulge stripped him of all his final reserves 
and secured WWII victory for the Allies.
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came on the evening of 19 December, 
when 1st Battalion of the 506th Parachute 





AUSTRIA'S INVASIONS OF SERBIA IN 1914
The First World War was triggered by Austria-Hungary’s determination to smash Serbia. In fact, 

the imperial bully crashed to defeat. Julian Spilsbury explains what happened.

Kingdom 
Under Fire

D
espite the ethnic tensions and 
emergent nationalisms that 
afflicted the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, the murder of the 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

produced widespread anger, revulsion, and 
pro-Imperial sentiment across the territories 
of the Dual Monarchy. From all corners came 
calls for a punitive campaign against Serbia, 
whose government was assumed to be the 
instigator of this crime.

SERBIA INVASION

Of all the voices calling for war, none was 
louder than that of the Austro-Hungarian 
Chief-of-Staff, Field-Marshal Conrad von 
Hötzendorf. Conrad had long believed  
that the only way to defend an empire 
 surrounded by powerful enemies – identified 
by him as Russia, Italy, Rumania, and Serbia – 
was by a series of preventive wars against each 
in turn. 

Given the Kaiser’s ‘blank cheque’ of unqual-
ified support for Austro-Hungarian military 

action, now, it seemed, in July 1914, was the 
ideal moment for a showdown with Serbia.

It was not that simple, though. For one 
thing, the Hungarian Minister-President, 
Count Tisza, was demanding a more thorough 
examination of the question of Serbia’s guilt, 
lest Austria-Hungary appear before the world 
as aggressor.

For another, Conrad insisted that only 
full mobilisation would render the K.u.K. 
(Kaiserlich und Koenigliche: ‘Emperor and 
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ABOVE Map of the Balkans in 1914. The Austro-
Hungarians threatened the Serbs from Hungary in 
the north and Bosnia in the west. Their problem was 
that they lacked the troops to exploit this advantage 
to the full as soon as Russia entered the war and 
threatened Galicia on the Empire’s north-eastern 
frontier. The arrows show ‘Plan B’ – B for Balkan – 
but in fact most of Second Army had to be sent to 
Galicia as Austria-Hungary switched to ‘Plan R’ – R 
for Russia – in response to the Russian advance.
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King’) Army able to deliver a rapid knockout 
blow to Serbia. Mobilisation, he argued, would 
give General Potiorek – who would command 
against Serbia – 80,000 men rather than the 
25,000 he currently had.

Foreign Minister Count Berchtold 
disagreed, arguing for a limited, localised 
campaign without mobilisation – which would 
humble Serbia and present the other Powers 
with a fait accompli. He feared what might 
happen in the rest of Europe during those 
crucial 16 days it would take to achieve full 
mobilisation. 

While these issues were being resolved, the 
time during which Austria-Hungary might 
have waged war against Serbia alone, with the 
other Powers mere spectators, passed away.

WAR PLANS 
Like all the Great Powers, the Austro-
Hungarians had their war plans. For the 
situation that now faced them they had two: 
Plan B (‘Balkan’) – for a war against Serbia 
and Montenegro if Russia stayed neutral; and 
Plan R (‘Russia’) for a war on two fronts for 
war against Serbia and Russia.

In Plan B, three out of the six Austro-
Hungarian armies would attack Serbia with 
overwhelming force – from the north and west 
– while the remaining three formed a ‘Corps 
of Observation’ in Galicia to guard against any 
possible Russian intervention.

In Plan R, four of the six armies would con-
centrate against Russia in Galicia, while only 
two armies attacked Serbia from the west. The 
crucial difference lay in the deployment of the 
Austro-Hungarian Second Army, centred on 
Budapest – in Plan B it would entrain for the 
south to attack Serbia from the north, while 
Fifth and Sixth Armies attacked from the west; 
in Plan R it would move north into Galicia 
along with First, Third, and Fourth Armies.

On 25 July – despite indications that Russia 
would intervene – Conrad opted for Plan B. 
In doing this he was acting on the basis of the 
situation of almost a fortnight earlier, when 
Germany’s ‘blank cheque’ offered Austria  
the prospect of a quick, annihilating  
campaign against Serbia, before the other 
Powers could react.

By the 31st , however – with Second 
Army already entrained and heading south 
– Russian mobilisation was in full swing. 
Austria’s war would clearly now be on two 
fronts. Of necessity, Plan B would have to be 
sacrificed in favour of Plan R.

To have attempted to turn Second Army 
around in mid-move would have invited chaos. 
Second Army had to de-train at its designated 
sidings, deploy, and then – in the correct 
order – get back into its trains and head north. 
The switch would take until 18 August.

The only impact that Second Army might 
now have on the fighting in the south was, 

‘Suddenly, another 
soldier, out of 
breath and excited, 
screamed: “Major, 
sir, the Krauts!”’

Captain Jesa Topalovic,  
Serbian Army

OPPOSITE The 98th Austro-Hungarian 
Infantry Regiment parades in Vysoke 
Myto in eastern Bohemia before leaving 
for the front at the beginning of WWI.



momentarily, to give the impression that 
Serbia’s northern border might be under 
threat; this might at least delay the transfer of 
troops to the western front. 

PIG FARMERS
Einen kleinen Herbstspaziergang (‘a brief 
Autumn stroll’) was how most Austro-
Hungarian officers envisaged the coming 
campaign against the Serbian ‘pig farmers’. 
In reality, the K.u.K Army – although a bastion 
of the monarchy and a force for unity in the 
multi-ethnic, polyglot empire – was unfit for a 
major war against even a minor power.

Years of cost-cutting had adversely affected 
training and equipment – despite attempts 
by Franz Ferdinand to modernise and 
‘Prussianise’ the Army. It was short of reserves, 
short of munitions, and – critically – short of 
artillery; and the guns it had available were 
mostly obsolete.

In command of the southern front 
was Feldzeugmeister Oskar Potiorek, the 
Governor-General of Bosnia-Herzegovina. A 
courtier as well as a soldier, Potiorek’s influ-
ence with the Emperor had even survived his 
responsibility for the slack security surround-
ing Archduke Ferdinand at Sarajevo. 

SERBIA INVASION
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ABOVE 1. Serbian women learn to handle a rifle in defence of the homeland; 2. Serbian mountain soldiers in traditional dress; 3. Montenegrin 
soldiers: allies of the Serbs, though poorly equipped, they were formidable fighters; 4. Serbian soldiers on the march in 1914.

BELOW The Austro-Hungarian Army had become underfunded and run-down. It was also a polyglot 
army of variable quality, reflecting the ethnic tensions that were tearing the Habsburg Empire 
apart. Austrians, Hungarians, Slovenes, Bosnian Muslims, and some other threatened minorities 
fought well. But the Czechs and most of the Slavs were at best ambivalent about the Empire.
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Although Serbia was by now a secondary 
front in a two-front war, victory there offered 
rich prizes – crushing the old arch-enemy 
might well bring Bulgaria and Turkey into the 
war on the side of the Central Powers, as well 
as encouraging Rumania to remain neutral.

PETER, ALEX, AND PUTNIK  
The Serbian Army, though far smaller than 
the Austro-Hungarian – approximately 
270,000 men, supported by numerous 
komitadji (irregulars) – was well-equipped and 
battle-hardened from the recent Balkan Wars 
of 1912-1913.

In nominal overall command was King 
Peter’s son, Crown Prince Alexander, but real 
command was exercised by the Chief-of-Staff, 
Vojvode Radomir Putnik – an experienced 
soldier and the architect of Serbian victories 
in 1912-1913.

With only 11½ divisions (180,000 men) in 
the field against Austria-Hungary’s 19, Putnik 
now appeared to be threatened from two 
directions – by the Austro-Hungarian Fifth 
and Sixth Armies from the west, and the 
Second Army from the north.

Putnik was well-informed of the Austro-
Hungarians’ invasion plans – these having 
been passed to the Russians some years earlier 
by the Austrian traitor Colonel Redl, and 
forwarded on by them to the Serbs.

What Putnik had no way of knowing, 
however, was that Second Army – threatening 
Belgrade across the Save and Danube – was 
already under orders to re-entrain for Galicia. 
As far as he was concerned, the flank and 
rear of any defensive line he occupied was in 
danger of being turned.

To meet these threats, he concentrated his 

forces – some 180,000 infantry, 850 cavalry, 
and 500 guns – in the centre of northern 
Serbia. Believing the main threat to be from 
the north, he had deployed his forces accord-
ingly; but his dispositions left him able to turn 
swiftly against any threat from the west. 

INVASION
The impending withdrawal of Second Army 
would reduce Potiorek’s invasion force 
by eight divisions – all but eliminating his 
numerical advantage. Even so, he ordered his 
two other armies, the Fifth and Sixth, to attack 
into Serbia from the west.

The two armies advanced, between 12 and 
14 August, on divergent axes – a strategy 
Austro-Hungarian armies would repeat in 
Galicia with catastrophic consequences. Fifth 
Army was to advance on Valjevo, the Sixth to 
the south, on Uzhitze, where one and a half 
Serbian divisions had been joined by 40,000 
Montenegrins.

The two armies soon lost contact. Worse, 
the Austro-Hungarian strategy had shifted the 
balance of numbers in favour of the Serbs. On 
the Austro-Hungarians’ main axis of advance, 
Fifth Army – comprising the six divisions of 
VIII and XIII Corps – was about to encounter 

www.military-history.org 49

ten Serbian divisions before or on the line of 
the River Kolubara.

It was no doubt Potiorek’s hope that the 
threat from Second Army to the north – and 
the presence of bitter, vengeful Bulgaria on 
the eastern frontier – would induce Putnik to 
disperse his forces in an attempt to cover all 
threats. In the event, Putnik kept his troops 
concentrated, intending to fall with almost  
his full strength on whichever threat materi-
alised first.

FIFTH ARMY’S ADVANCE 
On 12 August the Austro-Hungarian Fifth 
Army began its advance, crossing the Dvina 
and driving the Serbs’ screening force before 
it. It was soon clear to Putnik that the enemy’s 
main effort was in the west; accordingly, he 
swung his Third and Second Armies to face 
westwards between the Drava and Jadar  
Rivers, with First Army in reserve behind 
them, to keep an eye out for any advance  
from the north by the Austro-Hungarian 
Second Army.

By 15 August the Austro-Hungarian Fifth 
Army was in the area between Krupanj, south 
of the River Jadar, and Shabatz on the River 
Save – which had been occupied almost  
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‘All has been in 
vain. Make no 
more efforts. We 
must go back.’

Field-Marshal Oscar Potiorek, 
Austro-Hungarian Army

ABOVE LEFT Field-Marshal Radomir Putnik (1847-1917), Serbia’s veteran commander-in-
chief, victor in the Balkan Wars, and successful defender of Serbia in the opening campaigns 
of the First World War. RIGHT General Oscar Potiorek (1853-1933), the Austro-Hungarian 
commander during the invasions of Serbia in August and November 1914.



without a fight by troops of the Serbian 
Second Army. Fifth Army’s centre was still 
approaching Tekerish – between the two rivers 
– when a storm ended all movement.

Meanwhile, Putnik had force-marched his 
Second and Third Armies forward from the 
Kolubara River to a line facing the Austro-
Hungarian Fifth.

THE BATTLE OF JADAR
The following morning – 16 August – the first 
major engagement of the Great War, known as 
the Battle of the Jadar, began. Over a 30-mile 
front the Austro-Hungarian Fifth Army – 
composed of VIII Corps in the north and XIII 
Corps in the south – clashed with the Serbian 
Second and Third armies respectively.

In the southern sector, Potiorek’s XIII 
Corps threatened both flanks of the Serbian 

left, which retired behind Krupanj, but in the 
north his advance from south of Shabatz was 
driven back with heavy losses.

Worst of all for Potiorek was the situation 
in the centre. Here, three regiments – mostly 
Czech reservists of the 21st (Landwehr) 
Division of VIII Corps – had established them-
selves on the Cer Mountain, a plateau 12 miles 
long by four miles wide. Temperatures were in 
the nineties, and the exhausted troops were 
short of food and water – their supply columns 
being under constant attack by Serb komitadji. 
The division, moreover, was ill-equipped for 
mountain warfare – with no pack animals or 
mountain artillery.
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During the night of the 15th, troops of two 
Serbian divisions advanced cautiously through 
standing corn in darkness and torrential rain. 
Captain Jesa Topalovic was among the leading 
elements:

The shower began, followed by volcanic 
thunder and sheet lightning. Water was 
drenching us from all sides … suddenly, 
another soldier, out of breath and excited, 
screamed: “Major, sir, the Krauts!” That’s how 
the night-time clash between our combined 
division and the enemy’s 21st Landwehr 
Division started and with it the Battle of Cer 
Mountain.

Other Serbian troops approached Austro-
Hungarian forward positions posing as 
Croatian Honved (Hungarian reservists) 
before assaulting. The Czechs, stumbling out 
of their bivouacs, were cut down by crossfire, 
and the positions of the 28th Regiment were 
swiftly overwhelmed.

Rifle in hand, divisional commander 
Pryzborski tried to organise his units into 
improvised defensive positions and even 
launched a series of counter-attacks (which 
merely added to the confusion). The battle 
degenerated into a series of close-range fire-
fights. Dawn found both sides exhausted.

The Serbs had lost approximately 3,000 
men, including 47 officers, but Austro-
Hungarian losses had been higher – especially 
among the 6th and 28th Regiments (the 
28th having lost half its strength). The Czech 
division being incapable of further advance, it 
withdrew later that day, watched from a nearby 
hill by King Peter of Serbia.

Serbian komitadji and cavalry harassed the 
retreat all through the 17th to prevent the 
defeated Czechs from linking up with the 
Second Army. By the 18th – which was both 
the Emperor Franz Joseph’s 84th birthday 
and the projected day of departure of Second 
Army – the division was in full retreat back 
towards the Drina River.
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‘A defeated army? 
– No! a broken 
mob rushing 
in a mindless 
terror towards 
the border...’

Lieutenant Egon Erwin Kisch, 
Austro-Hungarian Army

ABOVE The August 1914 invasion of Serbia. 

BELOW Serbian soldiers take position on the 
battle line around the Cer mountain region.
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DISASTER ON THE DRINA
By now Conrad, at Przemysl – his headquar-
ters for the Galician campaign – was aware 
of Potiorek’s predicament. As a result of the 
debacle on Cer Mountain, and further  
Serbian successes south of the Jadar, against 
36th Division, the whole of Fifth Army was 
now in retreat.

He had also learned that Second Army – 
due to entrain that day for the north – had 
become embroiled in the fighting, throwing 
its IV Corps forward from Shabatz to assist 
the Fifth Army’s retreat. Potiorek was now 
demanding that the whole of Second Army 
be committed in the south, and Second Army 
itself wired ‘Are we to leave IV Corps behind, 
or to move as arranged?’

Conrad compromised – the IV Corps were 
to remain in the southern sector until the 
situation stabilised, the remainder of Second 
Army was to move north as ordered.

The fighting continued for another six days. 
The Austro-Hungarian IV Corps drove the 
Serbians right back across the Dobrava, but 
could not prevent the Fifth Army being driven 
relentlessly back towards Bosnia. By the 24th – 
as Serbian troops entered Shabatz to find that 
IV Corps had decamped – the whole of the 
Austro-Hungarian Fifth Army had re-crossed 
the Drina.

Apart from some 4,500 prisoners, there 
was not a single Austro-Hungarian soldier on 
Serbian soil. 

In the aftermath of the Battle of Jadar, 
blame was placed on the poor fighting 
 qualities and lack of patriotism of Czech 
troops – who had in fact fought well enough 
in difficult circumstances. This was easier than 
blaming the general unfitness for purpose of 

the K.u.K Army, Potiorek’s own short comings, 
or Conrad’s premature commitment of 
Second Army to Plan B. As a result of that, 
Second Army’s strength was wasted, moving 
between two battle fronts – like D’Erlon 
between Ligny and Quatre Bras – and 
 participating decisively in neither.

THE SECOND INVASION 
Conrad and the nominal Commander-in-
Chief, Archduke Frederick, now determined 
to cut their losses in Serbia, the better to 
wage war against Russia in the north. But 
they  reckoned without Potiorek’s political 
 influence in Vienna.
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Although Conrad was eventually able, on 30 
August, to extract IV Corps and entrain it for 
the north to rejoin the Second Army, Potiorek 
was placed in independent command of ‘All 
the army corps engaged against Serbia and 
Montenegro’.

Having driven off a raid into Hungary by 
Putnik’s First Army and another into Bosnia 
by his Third, Potiorek had assembled, by 
November, the men and materials for a 
renewed offensive.

By now, Putnik – inferior in artillery and 
supplies – had quit the angle of the Drina and 
Save Rivers and withdrawn to Veljevo, on the 
Kolubara River. Potiorek’s plan was for Fifth 
Army to advance in the north and Sixth in the 
south on converging axes in a double pincer 
movement.

At first all went well. On 15 November Sixth 
Army captured Valjevo, Putnik’s headquarters, 
and by the 22nd Potirorek had established 
himself across the Kolubara. With 8,000 Serb 
prisoners and 40 guns captured and the 
Serbian Army in disorderly retreat, Potiorek at 
last had some success to report. Ahead of him 
lay a glittering prospect: the Serbian capital.

Belgrade was within reach – an enemy 
capital to present to the Emperor, and with it 
a vital rail link to Turkey. Another railway line 
– from Obrenovatz to Valjevo – offered shorter 
lines of communications to his troops, now 
suffering from food shortages in the heavy 
rain and snow of a Serbian winter. Potiorek 
pushed his weary troops forward for one last 
effort.
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ABOVE The November 1914 invasion of Serbia. 

BELOW The Austro-Hungarian Army on 
campaign in Serbia: bored soldiers pose for 
the camera in camp near the Sava River
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A THUNDER-BOLT FROM THE 
SOUTH
As Kutuzov had abandoned Moscow in 
1812, Putnik now left Belgrade to the 
enemy,  refusing his right flank until it faced 
north-west. The Austro-Hungarians entered 
Belgrade. Putnik’s left buckled under pressure 
from the Sixth Army, and King Peter of Serbia 
entered the trenches in a desperate effort to 
rally his ragged troops.

The whole Serbian front seemed about 
to collapse but – in Kipling’s words – ‘Man 
cannot tell, but Allah knows how much the 
other side was hurt’. The Austro-Hungarian 
offensive ground to a halt through sheer 
exhaustion. On 3 December the Serbs 
counter-attacked all along the front in what 
Conrad later described as ‘a thunder-bolt from 
the south’.

During their advance, Potiorek had tried to 
use his superior numbers to outflank Putnik’s 
forces. Having pierced the Serbian centre at 
the Suvobor Ridge, he had held it with only 
one army corps, planning to envelop the 

Serbian forces in a new Sedan.
The risk when attempting a double envelop-

ment – the risk Hannibal took at Cannae – is 
having one’s own centre broken. This was 
the plan adopted by the new commander of 
Putnik’s First Army, General Mischitch. On 3 
December he attacked the Austro-Hungarians 
on the Suvobor Ridge, achieving total 
 surprise. Ten hours of bitter fighting ended 
with the Austro-Hungarians in full retreat.

Over the next few days, as Potiorek’s 
centre disintegrated, his Fifth and Sixth 
Armies were driven further apart by the 
north-westward sweep of three Serbian armies. 
The Austro-Hungarian Fifth Army clustered 
round Belgrade. The Sixth retreated towards 
Shabatz. A signal went out from Potiorek’s 
headquarters: ‘All has been in vain. Make 
no more efforts; we must go back; the order 
follows.’

ROUT 
Retreat soon degenerated into rout. 
Lieutenant Egon Erwin Kisch of the 11th 
K.u.K. Infantry Regiment wrote in his diary, 
‘The army has been defeated and has found 
itself in a wild, reckless, and panicky run. A 
defeated army? – No! a broken mob rushing 
in a mindless terror towards the border … 
Those Serbs, they’re great guys, they know 
how to defend their country.’

By 15 December – the day Serbian troops 
re-entered Belgrade – the last remnants of the 
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Austro-Hungarian invasion force had been 
ejected from Serbian soil. Of the 300,000 men 
who had crossed the Save and Drina Rivers, 
30,000 had been killed, 170,000 wounded,  
and 70,000 captured, along with 130 guns and 
70 machine-guns. Serb casualties were heavy, 
too: 22,000 killed, 91,000 wounded,  
and 19,000 missing.

Overshadowed at the time – and since – by 
events in East Prussia, Galicia, and on the 
Marne, the Serbian victories of 1914 gave 
the Allies their first triumph over the Central 
Powers, dealt a major psychological blow to 
the Dual Monarchy, and delayed (though it 
could not prevent) the entry of Bulgaria into 
the war.

General Potiorek was finished, dismissed 
from his command for what was described as 
‘this most ignominious, rankling, and derisory 
defeat’. Fifth Army commander General von 
Frank shared his fate.

The new commander in the Balkans, 
Archduke Eugen, immediately set about 
merging the shattered Fifth and Sixth Armies 
into a new Fifth Army, calling up reserves and 
appealing to and summoning reinforcements. 
Already the Austro-Hungarians were plan-
ning – this time with the assistance of German 
troops – a terrible revenge. .

Julian Spilsbury is a former army officer and now 
a freelance writer and military historian. His books 

include The Thin Red Line, The Indian Mutiny, 
and Military Disasters.
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ABOVE Ragged and dejected Serbian prisoners. But there were more than three times 
as many Austro-Hungarians in Serbian hands. Prisoners were lucky: getting surrender 
accepted on the ethnically tense battlefields of the Balkans was not easy.
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Ten hours of bitter 
fighting ended 
with the Austro-
Hungarians in 
full retreat.





THE SIEGE OF ROUEN
Brian Burfield reports on a Christmas Truce: not that of 1914, but under Henry V at the 
Siege of Rouen in 1418.

Christmas
 Truce

1418
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CHRISTMAS TRUCE

C
hristmas can have a strange 
effect on warfare. Unofficial 
truces, the exchange of gifts 
between those who, just the  
day before, were exchanging 

fire, the joint singing of carols, these are 
just some examples of the things that have 
occurred in wars past.

The Christmas Truce of 1914 is perhaps  
the most famous of these events. But there 
have been others, notably in the American 
Civil War, when the two sides stopped  
fighting in some places to trade things like 
coffee and newspapers.

These pacific Christmases in the midst of 
war are not limited to recent history. They 
happened during Medieval warfare, as well. 
The Siege of Rouen in the early 15th century 
provides us with one of these instances when 
Christmas inspired calm and charity at a time 
when starvation, death, and destruction had 
ruled for many months.

DEFIANT ROUEN
By the time Henry V of England and his men 
arrived outside the fortified walls of Rouen 
in 1418, the war between the French and 

English had lasted on-and-off for more than 
80 years. The Siege of Rouen had begun 
the previous year, when the Duke of Exeter, 
 acting as Henry’s emissary and following  
the rules of engagement, had sent his  
heralds to Rouen.

They went with banners unfurled to cau-
tion the citizens of Rouen, on pain of death, 
to surrender peacefully to Henry V. However, 
rather than opening the gates to allow the 
Duke’s party into the city, they responded 
with cannon-fire, followed by a cavalry sortie 
against the Duke’s men. So a Siege of Rouen 
it was to be in July of 1418.

Rouen was the capital of Normandy and 
one of Europe’s larger cities at the time. It 
was a beautiful place that boasted a cathedral 
and nearly 75 abbeys, convents, and parish 
churches. It was also a very wealthy city, 
thanks to its weaving and luxury-goods indus-
tries. Henry V himself described Rouen as 
‘the most notable place in France save Paris’.

Prior to the siege, Rouen had a popula-
tion in excess of 60,000. But people from 
the neighbouring suburbs and countryside 
 seeking refuge swelled the population before 
the siege began.

French cannon 
struck the English 
royal tent during 
the fighting.



ABOVE King Henry V, by unknown artist. 
After dining on swan, porpoise, and boar 

Henry turned his attentions to the starving 
12,000 outside the walls of Rouen.



THE FORTIFICATIONS
The fortified walls of Rouen supported 60 
towers and six barbicans, creating an imposing 
defensive structure. A large, deep, dry moat 
or ditch sat in front of the walls. In addition, 
the surrounding neighbourhoods were razed 
to the ground by the French to deny the 
besiegers cover. According to the chroniclers, 
‘neither stick nor stone was left standing’.  
The area was left as flat ‘… as the palm of a 
man’s hand’.

The garrison of about 4,000 soldiers  
inside the walls employed a combination  
of gunpowder weapons alongside older, 
catapult-style engines. 

In the month leading up to the siege, 
Henry first took the town of Louviers. Its 
capture nearly turned disastrous when a 
French  cannon struck the English royal tent 
during the fighting. This raised Henry’s ire 
and resulted in the hanging of eight French 
gunners. In fact, according to a contemporary 
source, in his rage he may actually have 
 crucified some of them.

Next, the English pushed on to the small 
but extremely important Norman town of 
Pont de l’Arche, just nine days before reach-
ing Rouen. They needed to take and hold the 
bridge over the Seine at Pont de l’Arche, so as 
to cut off the city of Rouen before they settled 
to a siege; this they did.

THE SIEGE BEGINS
Once at Rouen the English army established 
itself in four very strong encampments around 

the walls. These camps were connected by a 
series of trenches. As a direct attack on  
Rouen would have been costly and hazardous, 
Henry relied heavily upon his artillery to 
 batter a way in.

His army was bolstered with forces like the 
1,500 Irish soldiers, known as ‘Kern’, who 
were especially skilled with their knives and 
spears. Fierce and ruthless fighters, they were 
distinctive in their bare feet, long hair, and 
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bright, saffron-coloured cloaks. They spread 
terror among their enemies. They are said to 
have ridden back from sorties carrying the 
severed heads and dead babies of the French. 

While both armies practised less direct 
tactics such as intimidation, which included 
hanging prisoners in plain sight of each 
other, it was Henry who employed the most 
effective and most brutal weapon of the 
siege –  starvation. French supply-lines into 
Rouen were cut off, and after just a couple of 
months the large stores of food and drink that 
had been brought in from the countryside, in 
expectation of the siege, began running down.

The result was both hyperinflation and the 
consumption of things not normally on the 
menu. Horseflesh was first, followed by dogs 
and cats. When these were hard to come by, 
rats and mice were offered for sale at 30 and 
six pence a piece respectively.

STARVATION
A soldier in Henry’s army called John Page, 
serving in the contingent of the Lord of 
Redesdale, Gilbert de Umfraville, wrote rather 
compassionately about the citizens of Rouen 
in his poem The Siege of Rouen.

They died so fast on every day
That man could not all of them in earth lay.
Even if a child should otherwise be dead,
The mother would give it bread.
Nor would a child to its mother give.
Everyone tried himself to live
As long as he could last.
Love and kindness both were past.
   
That was not the worst. Young girls were 

forced to sell themselves for mere scraps 
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ABOVE In response to banners being unfurled by the English heralds warning the 
citizens of Rouen to surrender, the defenders unleashed volleys of cannon-fire.

BELOW Archers fire on the attacking English from the imposing fortifications at Rouen.



of rotten food, and there was real talk of 
cannibalism amongst the people. Inevitably 
and very quickly, disease spread as the bodies 
began to pile up within the walls.

The Constable of Rouen, Guy le Bouteiller, 
remained obstinate throughout. At a time 
when he should perhaps have surrendered,  
he took the decision to force 12,000 of 
Rouen’s citizens outside the walls. The 
expelled were referred to as the bouches  
inutiles – the ‘useless mouths’. These were the 
very old, the very young, pregnant women, 
and the sick. 

THE BOUCHES INUTILES
It is difficult to imagine 12,000 poor souls, 
barely clinging to life, all stumbling out of 
Rouen. By then the rags they wore must have 
covered their bones more effectively than 
their thin grey skin.

One after another, with distended bellies 
and sunken, lifeless eyes, they poured out, 
some with babies trying to suckle milk that 
had long since dried up, too weak even to 
whimper.

As wretched as they were, Henry refused to 
allow them through the English lines. There 
was no place for them to go but the dry ditch 
just outside the walls of Rouen. Their misery 
was increased by the relentless rain of late 
autumn and early winter that year. 

There were rumours that French reinforce-
ments would reach Rouen in November, but 
they never came. So there the bouches inutiles 
remained for balance of the siege. John Page 
describes their fate:

And some were crooked in their knees,
And were now as lean as trees.
You saw a woman hold in her arm
Her own dead child, with nothing warm,
And babies suckling on the pap
Within a dead woman’s lap.

WINTER
Winter was a difficult season in the Middle 
Ages. The cold, the rain, and the snow, along 
with the shortened days, could make lives 
much more miserable. One of the few things 
that folk had to look forward to was the 12 
days of feasting that made up the Festival  
of Christmas.

There would have been very little in the  
way of the usual celebrations for those living 
inside Rouen. The lavishly decorated halls,  
the dressing up in fine robes, and the endless 
dining and drinking that the rich normally 
enjoyed would be missing that year. Rouen’s 
poor, who could usually look forward to  
some extra food along with merrymaking  
and a break from work, would see nothing  
of that in 1418.

The English were in a better position, but 

no siege was without its deprivation, discom-
fort, and disease. They were able to keep 
themselves supplied, in large part at least, 
directly from London. Henry had written to 
the Mayor and Aldermen of that city request-
ing food, drink, and supplies.

These were brought across the Channel in 
small boats to Harfleur, which was in English 
hands at the time. From Harfleur, they were 
sailed up the Seine to Rouen. Armed escorts 
protected these ‘victuallers’, as they were 
called, during their travels. Plundering the 
supplies was punishable by death. 

Henry’s headquarters were set up in a local 
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charterhouse, which had not been flattened 
by the French prior to the siege. While it was 
not Westminster Hall, Henry and his retinue 
enjoyed some of the things normal among 
men of rank at Christmas. 

It is known that Henry dined on roasted 
porpoise as part of his Christmas celebrations. 
A boar’s head, brought into the dining area 
with a great deal of ceremony, plus swan and 
peacock, were among the delicacies enjoyed 
by the noble elite.

CHRISTMAS DAY
On Christmas Day in 1418 the fighting at 
Rouen was suspended. Henry wanted an 
opportunity to feed those who were still  
alive in the ditch outside of the walls. We  
can look again to John Page’s poem for a 
firsthand account.

That season of Christmas 
I shall tell you of fair grace,
And the makings of our king
Of his goodness a great tokening,
He did send upon that Christmas Day
His heroes dressed in rich array,
And said because of that high feast,
Both to most and to least,
Within the city and without,
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Henry refused to 
allow the ‘useless 
mouths’ through 
the English lines. 
There was no 
place for them 
but the dry ditch 
outside the walls.

ABOVE As the siege began, the English army 
established four strong encampments and turned 
to their artillery to smash their way into the city. 
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They that lacked food and had gone 
    without,

They should have meat and drink.
   
Rouen’s Constable is said to have agreed 

to the truce rather reluctantly. He refused to 
allow any of Henry’s soldiers to bring the food 
and drink to the poor, presumably because 
they lay so close to the city walls.

In the end, it was two priests and three men 
with them who were given clearance to bring 
the sustenance forward. Even then, however, 
they were required to bring it to a specific 
spot ‘underneath the wall’. The five men 
 apparently did their job with some fanfare and 
the singing of hymns.

It is difficult to know just how many of the 
original 12,000 expelled from Rouen were still 
alive. John Page provides an estimate: ‘That 
twelve were dead to one alive.’ This would 
imply that about a thousand were able to take 
the food on offer. This is corroborated by the 
fact that it only took five men to feed those 
who were still alive. More, however, may  
have been fed, since it seems that people 
inside the city were also welcomed to the 
improvised feast.

HENRY THE CHRISTIAN
History tends to be written by the victors, 
which may give rise to a question or two 
regarding John Page’s poem. He devotes 
several lines to the praises sung by the poor 
souls of Rouen who had been fed by the 
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English. It is difficult to imagine many of them 
having had the strength to do so, despite their 
Christmas meal, but perhaps there were some 
muted praises and thanksgivings.

Feeding a besieged enemy would normally 
be an indication of weakness. Medieval kings 
had to be ruthless warriors. But Christmas Day 
is, of course, one of the holiest days in the 
Christian calendar and a time for Christians to 
practise charity. Henry’s generosity was an act 
of piety, a fulfilment of obligations to God, not 
to the French. 

But it may also have had an unintended 
military effect, turning the citizens of Rouen 
against their military leaders. Six days later, 
the talk was of peace.

French diplomats were received at Henry’s 
headquarters on 2 January 1419. After many 
days and much discussion, agreement was 
finally reached. All the while, the bouches 
inutiles lying in the ditch outside Rouen 
 continued to starve.

On 19 January 1419 Rouen finally made its 
formal surrender to Henry V. In the end, the 
capitulation of that great city turned out to be 
a real turning-point in Henry V’s take-over of 
Normandy. Fourteen of Rouen’s neighbouring 
castles and towns submitted to the English 
under the terms of the surrender. .

Brian Burfield read Celtic history at 
Edinburgh University and currently researches 

the medicine of armies in the Middle Ages. 
Thanks for help in the preparation of this 

article is due to Catarina Burfield.
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Henry’s generosity 
was an act of piety, 
a fulfilment of 
obligations to God, 
not to the French.

ABOVE The besieged at Rouen. By the 
winter, the starving citizens of Rouen were 
eating rodents, young girls were selling 
themselves for scraps of food, and disease 
was spreading rapidly throughout the city.
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A three-act stage play written by 
actor David Haig, My Boy Jack 
began life at the Hampstead 

Theatre in 1997. Haig had been told 
that he was a dead-ringer for one of 
the most celebrated writers of the 
early 20th century, Rudyard Kipling, 
and as a consequence became 
fascinated by his story, particularly 
the relationship between Kipling and 
his son John.

Haig played the character of 
Rudyard Kipling in his own play and 

critics noted the great resemblance 
between the actor and the writer. Aft er 
a gap of several years the play toured 
theatres around the country in 2004. 

Three years aft er this, the play was 
revived as a vehicle for Daniel Radcliff e, 
who had been starring as the boy 
wizard in the Harry Potter movies 
since 2001. He had already made fi ve 
fi lms in the series, and although there 
were three more to come, Radcliff e 
wanted to be seen as a serious actor 
who could also play mature roles.

So in 2007 he appeared as the lead 
in Equus by Peter Shaff er in the West 
End and in the fi lm and TV version of 
My Boy Jack as Kipling’s son. It was 
perfect casting. Radcliff e was the 
same age as John Kipling at the time of 
making the fi lm –17 going on 18 years 
old – and he had just the right sense 
of vulnerable confi dence to bring the 
role alive.

He is supposed to have said at the 
time of making the fi lm, ‘For many 
people my age, the First World War is 
just a topic in a history book. But I’ve 
always been fascinated by the subject 
and think it’s as relevant today as it 
ever was.’ Bravo!

The fi lm begins just before the decla-
ration of war in August 1914. Rudyard 
Kipling (played again by David Haig, 
who also wrote the screenplay based 
on his stage play) was one of the most 
famous story-tellers of the age, mostly 
of tales about the British Empire, with 
titles like The Jungle Book (1894), Kim 
(1901), and the Just So Stories (1902).

He had invented a huge range of 
vivid characters, like Wee Willie Winkie, 
Mowgli, Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, and Gunga Din. 
Today he is oft en remembered only as 
an ardent imperialist for poems like 
The White Man’s Burden (1899), but 
in the early 20th century his writing 
perfectly struck the mood of the times 
and he was internationally famous, 
being the fi rst Briton ever to win a 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1907.

HIGH SOCIETY
Kipling lived with his American wife 
in a large, beamed, Jacobean mansion 
house in East Sussex called Batemans 
(now owned by the National Trust and 
preserved as it was in Kipling’s day). 
His fame brought him celebrity and 
invitations from the great and the good.

The fi lm opens with him driving his 
yellow Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost to visit 
the King in Windsor Castle (played by 
Julian Wadham), who rather improb-
ably comes across as a frightfully 
cheery chap. He tells Kipling that 
the government is concerned about 
Kipling’s frequent warnings about the 
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threat from a militaristic, expansionist 
Germany. ‘Are you prepared to ease 
up a bit?’ asks the King. ‘Certainly not,’ 
answers Kipling. ‘Glad to hear it,’ the 
King responds. ‘Let’s have a whisky.’

This scene is intercut with young 
‘Jack’ Kipling (Daniel Radcliff e) 
waiting for a medical board to join 
the Royal Navy. Because of his poor 
eyesight – without glasses he cannot 
even read the largest letters on the 
optician’s board – the Navy rejects him. 
Meanwhile, Rudyard Kipling is shown 
addressing a large public meeting on 
the day war is declared, warning of the 
horrors of enslavement that will follow 
a German invasion of Britain.

He declares amidst much cheering 
that, ‘Every fi t young man must come 
forward to enlist’. Kipling passionately 
believed it was the duty of every 
young man to fi ght for King and Empire.

Kipling pulls a few strings to get his 
son a private medical board with the 
War Offi  ce. But again he is rejected 
because of his poor eyesight. Kipling 
is furious, saying it is another sign 
of the appalling infl exibility that will 
hold Britain back in the war. Back at 
Batemans, a heartbroken Jack tells 
his sister Elsie (a feisty young Carey 
Mulligan) that he has to join up ‘to 
get away from this house’. The two 
teenagers toast each over a forbidden 
cigarette and a glass of probably 
forbidden whisky.

Jack’s mother, Carey (Kim Cattrall), 
an American, has a more motherly and 
protective attitude and suggests that 
their son should go for a clerical job 
in the War Offi  ce. But Kipling is full of 
righteous patriotism and determined 
to get Jack into a combat unit. 

He visits an aged Lord Roberts 
(whom Kipling had worked for in South 
Africa), colonel-in-chief of the Irish 
Guards, and Jack is at last called up 
into that regiment. This causes a seri-
ous division in the Kipling family, with 
young Elsie telling her father, ‘It will be 
your fault if Jack is killed.’ He replies by 
saying that Britain has built up a family 
of nations over the past century and 
now like a good parent must defend its 

FILM | CLASSIC

MY BOY JACK
Ecosse Films
£9.99

TAYLOR DOWNING REVIEWS A CLASSIC WAR MOVIE 
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but Kipling insists that people should 
hear the truth as ‘every young man at 
home will want to do his bit’ when he 
hears how desperate the situation has 
become.

In reality at this point of the 
war, the Propaganda Bureau did 
not attempt to infl uence home 
opinion. It was only concerned with 
promoting Britain’s cause abroad, 
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The 1st Army under General 
Sir Douglas Haig launched 
an offensive around the 
coal-mining town of Loos on 
25 September 1915 as part 
of a combined Anglo-French 
offensive in the west. It was the 
largest offensive mounted by the 
British Army at that point of the 
war, and the first time that the 
British used poison gas. 

The initial phase of the battle 
was a success, with the town of 
Loos being captured during 
the first morning. But then the 
difficulties of trench warfare 
took over: communications 
with the advancing troops were 
hopeless; the reserves were 
not sent in quickly enough; 
and the Germans reacted with 
tremendous speed to fill the gap 
in their line.

The 2nd Battalion of the Irish 
Guards was sent in on the third 
day of the battle and Lieutenant 
Kipling fell in the Bois Hugo 
region. Within days the British 
lines were almost back where 
they had started. The fighting 
continued for several weeks and 
the British suffered some 60,000 
casualties.

The one long-lasting 
 consequence of the battle was 
the removal of Sir John French 
as commander-in-chief and his 
replacement in December 1915 
by Haig, who would lead the 
British Army in France for the 
rest of the war.

BATTLE OF LOOS

children. ‘You’re protecting the wrong 
family,’ Elsie tells her father before 
storming out.

Jack is trained up to be a second 
lieutenant. He gets around his bad 
eyesight in target practice by using 
a piece of plasticine to hold his 
spectacles � rmly in place over his nose. 
The � lm passes no comment on the 
politics of the Irish Guards, but it was 
a unit that was made up of men from 
across Ireland.

The con� ict over Home Rule had 
deeply divided Ireland and threatened 
civil war in the spring of 1914 with 
the formation of two semi-military 
forces, the nationalist Irish Volunteers 
in the south and the unionist Ulster 
Volunteers in the north. When war was 
declared, both sides put their divisions 
aside and rallied behind the � ag, 
many Irish Volunteers going into the 
Irish Guards. Despite their nationalist 
sympathies, the men of the regiment 
fought bravely throughout the Great 
War, winning 406 medals, including 
four VCs.

KIPLING’S PROPAGANDA 
At the start of the war, the Liberal 
government of Herbert Asquith had 
set up a Propaganda Bureau, based 
in secret at Wellington House, under 
Charles Masterman, the Chancellor of 
the Duchy of Lancaster. Masterman 
appealed to the literary � gures of 
the day to come forward to help the 
British war e� ort. At a conference at 
the beginning of September 1914, a 
host of the literary ‘greats’ of the day 
came together, including J M Barrie, G 
K Chesterton, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
John Galsworthy, Thomas Hardy, John 
Mase� eld, and H G Wells.

Rudyard Kipling was one of the 
keenest, and many of the authors 
worked for Masterman over the next 
few years. In My Boy Jack, Kipling is 
seen attending meetings in which a 
military � gure gloomily reports on 
the shocking casualty � gures and the 
dreadful failures in British shells and 
artillery. The others present say these 
facts must be withheld from the public, 



December 201464 MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLY

particularly in neutral countries such 
as the United States.

Jack completes his training and is 
allocated a platoon of Irishmen to lead. 
In reality, John Kipling, like many other 
young offi  cers, kept up a lively social 
life while training for war. In the fi lm, 
Jack is shown as a dedicated offi  cer 
totally committed to the welfare of 
his men.

Meanwhile, Batemans mobilises for 
war and both Mrs Kipling and Elsie join 
a local land army of women to help 
with work on the farm. Jack returns for 
a fi nal weekend before being sent to 
France. It is August 1915 and he tells 
his father the Irish Guards will take 
part in ‘the greatest battle in the his-
tory of the world’. There is a touching 
farewell as Jack says goodbye to his 
mother, sister, and father.

Jack passes his 18th birthday in 
the trenches under fi re. The trench 
scenes are done extremely well as Jack 
prepares his men for the Battle of Loos. 
The men are naturally enough terrifi ed 
and, with their coarse language, these 
scenes have an impressive realism. 

Jack treats the infected foot of 
Guardsman Bowe (Martin McCann), 
telling him, ‘your feet are very 
important to me’. The climax comes 
at exactly 7.30am when Jack climbs 

the parapet, blows his whistle, and 
orders his men over the top. As they 
run into the hell of no-man’s-land, the 
camera falls and spins over as men 
are shot down. It is as powerful as the 
over-the-top scene in Paths of Glory 
(see MHM 41). 

MISSING IN ACTION
Aft er the chaos of this scene the fi lm 
cuts to the quiet exterior of Batemans. 
A telegram boy arrives on his bicycle. 
Kipling takes the telegram and slowly 
walks up the gloomy, wood-panelled 
stairs. He opens it to read that Jack has 
been posted ‘Missing’. In telling his 
wife and daughter, he insists that Jack 
might still be alive or taken prisoner. 
But they know that ‘Missing’ can also 
mean dead.

So begins the next stage of My Boy 
Jack. The family are traumatised by 
the news of Jack and the uncertainty 
of what has happened. Elsie suspects 
from the beginning that he is dead and 
blames her father for insisting he join 
up. Kipling takes the news hard about 
his only son. On the outside, he keeps 
going and even attends a Propaganda 
Bureau meeting in which he hears 
about the disaster of the Battle of Loos, 
with losses so heavy that the Germans 
described it as ‘the fi eld of corpses’.

But he breaks down in telling a 
story to a young boy, Peter, who 
has been left  to look aft er Jack’s 
motorbike. David Haig portrays the 
torment that Kipling went through 
with a moving intensity.

Carey Kipling, on the other hand, 
who in reality had a reputation 
of being bossy and dictatorial, is 
galvanised by the news. She launches 
the family on a quest to fi nd out what 
has happened to her son. They visit 
the Red Cross and ask for photos of all 
prisoners who have been captured by 
the Germans. Rather improbably, they 
are sent 4,000 photos and go through 
each one. They visit a hospital and Mrs 
Kipling insists she will telephone every 
day for news. They contact the Irish 

Guards and ask to meet soldiers who 
might know of Jack.

In reality, their desperate search 
went on for years. Without closure, 
they kept hoping he might turn up 
somewhere. In the fi lm, as in reality, 
aft er some time Guardsman Bowe, 
who had been the one in Jack’s platoon 
with a bad foot, visits Batemans to tell 
the family what had happened.

In a painful scene, we see in 
fl ashback that Jack and some of his 
men had got across no-man’s-land 
into the German trenches, but there 
was a concrete German machine-gun 
post ahead of them. Jack orders the 
remainder of his platoon to attack it. 

‘You’re a fucking murderer,’ Bowe tells 
him. ‘I’m obeying orders,’ replies Jack.

Rudyard Kipling was so moved by his son’s death that he threw his 
 support behind the Imperial War Graves Commission, formed in 1917 
by Fabian Ware to find a suitable way of commemorating the death of 
so many men during the Great War.

Furious debates took place about the layout of the cemeteries. The 
churches wanted a cross rather than a plain headstone. Some wealthy 
families wanted to bring the bodies of their sons back home for burial. 
Some questioned whether officers and men should be buried together.

But Ware and Kipling had a clear vision of how the cemeteries should 
look, reflecting a more democratic age. Kipling suggested some of 
the phrases that would adorn the cemeteries, such as ‘Their Name 
Liveth for Evermore’ from Ecclesiasticus, ‘Known Unto God’ on the 
headstones of unidentified bodies, and ‘The Glorious Dead’ on the 
Cenotaph in Whitehall.

Today, as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, this body has 
responsibility for the maintenance of 23,000 cemeteries and memorials 
in 153 countries around the world where Commonwealth soldiers have 
fallen. Kipling’s words are used in every one of these cemeteries.

KIPLING AND THE IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMMISSION

ABOVE Rudyard Kipling, whose son John 'Jack' Kipling is the focus of the film.

In reality, the family’s 
desperate search went on 
for years. Without closure, 
they kept hoping Jack 
might turn up somewhere. 



In the fi lm Jack is hit by machine-
gun bullets, falls, loses his glasses, 
and is hit again trying to fi nd them. 
In reality, it seems a shell explosion 
took half of Jack’s face away. This 
was obviously too gruesome for the 
fi lm-makers to deal with. Repeatedly 
being hit by machine-gun bullets is a 

‘cleaner’ way to die.
When the Kipling family hear this 

news, they are divided again. ‘Do 
you think a single day goes by when 
I don’t consider the possibility that I 
murdered my son,’ Kipling tells his 
wife. Eventually husband and wife 
are reconciled over his death. But the 
family are left  mourning the loss of 
son and brother.

In the fi nal scene, Kipling again visits 
the King, who has lost his youngest 
son, Prince Arthur, aged 13, who has 
had an epileptic fi t and died. ‘Who’d 
have a son?’ the King asks Kipling. The 
writer responds by reciting his famous 
poem, Have you news of my boy Jack? 
The credits roll.

This is a very weak end to a fi ne 
fi lm. Although the core of the drama 
is over, the original stage play had 
a third act that continued Kipling’s 
story into the post-war world. In 
reality, Kipling was never able to write 
about his son’s death. Even the poem 
recited at the end of the fi lm is about 
a sailor called Jack, lost at sea, not a 
soldier in the trenches.

But the sense of loss prevailed in 
much of Kipling’s melancholic post-war 
writings. In 1917, Kipling joined Fabian 
Ware on the Imperial War Graves 
Commission and made an enormously 
important contribution to every war 
cemetery that would be constructed 
in the years following the war. Jack 
Kipling’s body was never found during 
his parents’ lifetime and so there was 
no headstone for them to visit. In 1992, 
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it seemed Jack’s body had been discov-
ered near Loos and was reinterred in 
its own grave. More recently, however, 
it has been questioned whether this 
really was the body of John Kipling.

Aft er the war Kipling dedicated sev-
eral years to writing an offi  cial history 
of the Irish Guards in the Great War. It 
was published in two heft y volumes 
in 1923 and is still highly regarded as 
an excellent regimental history. Kipling 
was deeply upset at the turn of events 
following the Treaty of Versailles 
and was disillusioned when America 
went into its isolationist phase. He 
was concerned when a decade later 
Hitler came to power, and one of his 
fi nal speeches was to warn the nation 
against the dangers of Nazi Germany.

Despite its ending, My Boy Jack is 
still an excellent fi lm. It is totally pre-
dictable that the much-loved son and 
brother, only able to join up aft er his 
father the arch imperialist and patriot 
pulled many strings, would be killed in 
action. But the fact that he was posted 

‘Missing’ gives the story an unexpected 
edge. The family’s obsession with 
tracking down what had happened to 
Jack, the blame that his father felt, and 
the tensions this caused, give the fi lm 
a diff erent emotional trajectory.

In many ways this is the heart of 
the story. Kipling never doubted 
his sense of patriotism, but he was 
permanently aff ected by the loss of 
his son. And the fact that it takes 
years for them to reach closure 
makes their quest to fi nd what had 
happened to him an even more tragic 
journey. And, of course, we must not 
forget that having a young star like 
Daniel Radcliff e giving a powerful 
central performance as the teenage 
Jack Kipling will hopefully continue to 
bring the tragedy of the First World 
War to a new, young audience. .

There seems to have been a recent surge in the popularity of WWII tank 
thrillers. Kicked off  by the intense and gripping 2009 fi lm Lebanon, this 
trend has been most recently developed by the release of Brad Pitt’s box-
offi  ce topping macho tank movie, Fury. One tank fi lm, however, released in 
August this year, seems to have been drastically overshadowed. 

Saints and Soldiers: the void is the third instalment of director Ryan Little’s 
Saints and Soldiers series, which he started in 2003. It is set in Germany 
during the fi nal days of WWII aft er Hitler’s gamble at the Battle of the Bulge 
has fallen through and the Allied armies are sweeping through Germany. 

A small US tank crew is sent into the Harz Mountains on a clean-up 
mission, when they discover three Panzers and a platoon of German soldiers 
who have just ambushed a troop transport and are lying in wait to further 
harass the supply route. Safe in the knowledge that the war is nearly over 
and that they could slip away without confronting the Germans, the two-
tank American crew must decide whether to fi ght to save those yet to be 
ambushed, or save their own necks and fl ee.

It is an intriguing set up, at least on paper. But the fi lm falls short of its 
promise, as is sadly the case with many low-budget war fi lms. Small factual 
errors crop up regularly enough to irritate any history buff , and the lukewarm 
script – written by Little – does not help. Scenes which could have off ered 
real suspense are downplayed, and sub-plots – such as the racial tension 
between Sergeant Owens (Danor Gerald) and Corporal Simms (Adam 
Gregory) – are not given time to develop convincingly. 

The restored WWII-era vehicles, however, do add a note of authenticity 
to the fi lm. Breakdowns in command among the Germans highlight the 
mentality which was spreading through the Nazi ranks during the closing 
stages of the war. And to its credit, the fi lm does gather momentum in its 
fi nal third, albeit an hour-and-ten-minutes too late.  

On the whole, it is plain to see why this fi lm did not explode onto the 
scene with the same ferocity as Fury or Lebanon. It is a mediocre action 
movie with plenty of good intentions. But essentially, there is minimum plot 
development, no surprise, and limited emotional investment. Inoff ensive 
but pointless.  

FILM | NEW RELEASE

SAINTS AND SOLDIERS: THE VOID
101 Films
£7.00

Director: Brian Kirk. Producers: Michael Casey and Douglas Rae. 
Screenplay: David Haig. Starring: Daniel Radcliffe, David Haig, Carey 
Mulligan, Kim Cattrall. An Ecosse Films production with WGBH, ITV, 
and the Irish Film Board. A 2 entertain DVD.

MY BOY JACK (2007)
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Andrew Macdonald’s specifi c focus 
on the Western Front takes us 
into the intricacies of one of 

the costliest and most controversial 
engagements of the First World War: 
Passchendaele. The author’s objective 
was to get to the bottom of who was 
responsible for this dreadful carnage, 
whose very name conjures up images 
of stacks of bodies awaiting burial in 
the mud-soaked fi elds of Belgium. 

The book deals with the closing 
phases of the third Ypres off ensive and 
the New Zealand, Canadian, Australian, 
UK, and German formations that par-
ticipated. It also about the commanders 
and how and why the battle unfolded 
as it did. Mostly, it brings home the 
reality of how in less than four months, 
from 31 July to 10 November 1917, more 
than half a million men on both sides 
fell dead or wounded.

Macdonald begins by relating the 
dreadfulness of those days through 
graphic accounts of Anzac, Canadian, 
and British veterans, who tell us of the 
horrors of Passchendaele.

‘When the dead men were just muddy 
mounds, it was not so bad,’ recalled 
Major George Wade. ‘But what was 
unendurable were the bodies with 
upturned faces. Sometimes the eyes 
were gone and the faces were like 
skulls with the lips drawn back, as 
if they were looking at you with 
terrible amusement.’

 Apart from the intricacies of the 
battle itself, Macdonald explores other 
areas such as the development of new 
tactics to overcome machine-guns 
and barbed wire, and the technology 
of artillery. 

The author explores the strategic 
thinking, or lack thereof, behind this 
off ensive and lays the blame for the 
disaster squarely at Godley’s feet. It 
was, Macdonald asserts, Godley who 
was to blame for sending thousands of 
Allied soldiers to their deaths or almost 
certain injuries in the ill-conceived 
attacks of 9 and 12 October. 

 ‘Without question Godley emerges 
against the backcloth of the muddy 
and bloody Third Ypres battlefi eld as 
an incompetent bungler who willingly 
drove his II Anzac to the cusp of 

For Private Arthur Lapointe of 22nd 
Battalion, the enduring image was one 
of ‘arms and legs of dead men that 
stick out from the mud, and awful faces 
appear…Wherever I look dead bodies 
emerge, shapelessly, from the shroud 
of mud.’

In that autumn of 1917, Lieutenant 
General Sir Alexander Godley’s II 
Anzac Corps made ready to storm 
Passchendaele Ridge. The off ensive at 
fi rst met with some success. Later it 
was to become New Zealand’s worst 
military disaster. Third Ypres, as it 
was known, comprised eight separate 
battles, the result of which is grimly 
refl ected in the title of Macdonald’s 
closing chapter: Godley’s Abbatoir.

With the support of Field Marshal 
Douglas Haig, commander of the 
British Expeditionary Forces and a 
controversial commander if ever there 
was one, Godley decided to make a 
push to secure the Passchendaele 
Ridge, despite the fact that the 
weather had deteriorated and the 
ground had turned into a sea of black 
Flanders mud. 

Macdonald off ers a detailed account 
of the battle, citing the ratio of casual-
ties to ground captured for II Anzac 
and the Canadian Corps in the attack 
up Bellevue Spur. Godley’s corps 
advanced some 700 yards at best, at 
a cost of about 11,650 casualties, or 
nearly 17 men per yard gained.

 OF T E T
PASSCHENDAELE: THE 
ANATOMY OF A TRAGEDY
Andrew Macdonald
HarperCollins, £16.99
ISBN 978-177554030-4

WITH JULES STEWART

destruction,’ he says. Godley is held to 
have been shamefully unable to grasp 
the importance of the artillery-infantry-
engineering dynamic, and was dismis-
sive of the worsening environmental 
conditions closing in on the battlefi eld. 

‘Military history is about asking ques-
tions, testing what’s been said before 
to see whether it’s accurate or not and 
whether it stands up to scrutiny,’ says 
Macdonald. ‘The ultimate aim is to get 
to the truth.’ 

In this regard, the book can be 
considered mission accomplished. It 
is a scholarly and highly entertaining 
work keeping alive a debate that has 
been raging for the past 100 years, on 
the professional shortcomings and 
irresponsible behaviour of senior 
commanders in the Great War.  .
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Godley’s corps advanced some 
700 yards at best, at a cost of 
nearly 17 men per yard gained.
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Peter Caddick-Adams has an 
established reputation for re-
evaluating past confl icts, including 

a well-received recent work on Monte 
Cassino. His latest treatment on the 
Battle of the Bulge will further cement 
his reputation as one of the leading 
military historians currently writing on 
the Second World War. 

The circumstances of the Battle 
of the Bulge are possibly less well 
known than those of other battles 
on the European front. Perhaps one 
reason for this lies in the fact that the 
battle interrupts simplistic narratives 
which view the period between D-Day 
and VE Day as a virtually unimpeded 
sweeping advance by Allied forces.

Yet the Battle of the Bulge is an 
incredibly important engagement 
for understanding the closing stages 
of the Second World War. Winston 
Churchill convincingly argued that the 
Bulge should be considered one of the 
greatest American victories of all time. 

The Battle of the Bulge symbolised 
Hitler’s last major attempt to repel the 
Allied advance. Utilising the heavily 
forested Ardennes region, German 
forces sought to drive a wedge be-
tween the British and American lines 
and force the Allies into a headlong 

OO S
SNOW & STEEL: BATTLE OF THE 
BULGE 1944-45
Peter Caddick-Adams
Preface Publishing, £17
ISBN 978-1848094284

THE BEST NEW MILITARY HISTORY TITLES THIS MONTH

This masterly treatment 
of the Ardennes offensive 
should become the defining 
account of the battle.

retreat. Allied forces were taken 
almost completely by surprise on the 
morning of 16 December 1944 as over 
200,000 German troops fought to 
break through the American lines.

The failure of the Allied command-
ers to anticipate a German onslaught 
can be attributed to a number of fac-
tors. They clearly perceived that the 
end of the Third Reich was near and 
did not believe that the Wehrmacht 
had the capacity to launch such an 
attack. This view was supported by 
German deception operations which 
obscured the build-up of men and 
tanks in the run-up to the campaign. 
Intelligence intercepts did identify 
that a major attack was being planned, 
but clarity was impossible to achieve 
as German offi  cers relied increas-
ingly on the telephone network to 
communicate. Not for the fi rst nor last 
time in military history, the signal of 
an impending attack was lost amidst 
the noisy intelligence chatter which 
surrounded it.

The hard-fought Allied victory was 
secured through the resilience and 
endurance of American troops, oft en 
fi ghting in heavy snow and unaware 
of the larger manoeuvres around 
them. Caddick-Adams’ strength 

as a historian lies in his ability to 
move seamlessly between the larger 
strategic outcomes of the battle and 
the immediate experiences of those 
who fought it. By the end of the 
off ensive, Allied casualties totalled 
around 76,890 dead, wounded, and 
missing. German losses are harder to 
calculate, although the fi nal total may 
have been up to 84,384. Inevitably 
such heavy losses contributed to the 
military collapse of the Third Reich.

Caddick-Adams also traces the 
implications of the Battle of the 
Bulge for later confl icts. In particular, 
he notes the similarities between 
the Bulge and the Yom Kippur War. 
In both instances, deception and 
intelligence mistakes failed to predict 
the launching of a massive off ensive. 
In both instances, the Allied and 
Israeli forces respectively showed a 
sluggish reluctance to react to the 
approaching onslaught.

Most disturbingly, Caddick-Adams 
documents the movement of 
Otto Skorzeny and other former 

Wehrmacht and SS offi  cers into Egypt 
and Syria in the decades aft er the end 
of the Second World War. 

Skorzeny, who had commanded 
a disinformation mission which 
immediately preceded the Ardennes 
off ensive, was involved in training 
both the Egyptian and Syrian military. 
Although a direct link between the 
Bulge and the Yom Kippur War cannot 
be proven, the circumstantial evidence 
is strong. Weapons and heavy armour 
used during the latter confl ict can be 
traced to similar models used by the 
Wehrmacht in the Ardennes.

The Battle of the Bulge also had 
an impact on the Cold War, not least 
for the number of future political and 
military leaders who served in the 
campaign.

Caddick-Adams’ masterly treatment 
of the Ardennes off ensive should 
become the defi ning account of the 
battle. It is strongly recommended for 
anyone with an interest in the closing 
stages of the Second World War.

JONATHAN EATON
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T he myths surrounding the ‘Prisoner of War’ escape have suff ered 
 heavily at the hands of Hollywood and popular media, to the point 
where reality and fantasy have become blurred. However, Mark Felton 
in Zero Night casts a fresh light on the POW escape, focusing on the 

individual stories and characters to create a real ‘great escape’.
The work is essentially split into two parts: the preparations for the breakout 

followed by stories of the escape itself. Felton does not shy away from detail-
ing the unfeasible logistics required for an escape of this magnitude, and the 
feats of engineering defy belief. The raw materials gathered under the inspired 
Jock Hamilton-Baillie are nothing short of extraordinary and it is this seemingly 
impossible series of human achievements that gives the narrative its edge.

Far from being concerned with the escape itself, the text attempts to deal 
with the prisoners’ all-encompassing will to escape the camp. In addition 
to the duty of escape, Mark Felton creates a feel for the many facets of 
day-to-day camp existence. The continuous sense of boredom and lethargy 
augmented by menial tasks leads the reader to get a real impression for the 
desire to escape this existence, whatever the risks.

Felton introduces the escape attempt through a series of fi rst-person nar-
ratives, backed up by an overall historical angle. Meticulously dated, the work 
allows the reader to follow easily the progress of the many escape teams.

For readers unfamiliar with the geography of the region, a map is included 
detailing the various routes taken by a select few escape teams. When using 
it in conjunction with the narrative, one is able to garner an idea of the scale 
of the task that faced the escapees.

The tunnelling motif, an ever-present staple of the silver screen, is here 
relegated to a supporting role, giving the work a new angle. Although it’s 
an essential facet of the escape concept, Felton looks beyond the digging 
to various other ingenious forms of escape that resulted in one of the most 
successful breakouts of the entire war. 

The author highlights another crucial aspect of the escape process: the 
 underground. Shrouded in mystery, Felton has fi rst-hand accounts from 
 several operatives on the Comet Line, the resistance movement that so 
bravely and cunningly saw 400 allied servicemen to safety in Spain. 

The narrative is complemented by ‘larger than life’ characters, from the 
 sadistic overseer Rademacher to the British mettle of escape-mastermind 
Tom Stallard. Through research and interview, Mark Felton has created dia-
logues between the various personalities that heighten the fl owing account.

Included is a full biography of the allied and resistance characters mentioned 
in the text, which allows one to follow the further achievements of these 
remarkable men and women through the remainder of the war and beyond.

LOUIS RIVE

S ir Ranulph Fiennes has jumped the starting gun on what is likely to be an 
outpouring of books next year commemorating the 600th anniversary 
of the Battle of Agincourt. This history of one of Britain’s most important 
battles, written by an ex-SAS offi  cer best known for a life of exploits in the 

frozen polar wastes, might raise a few eyebrows in academic circles as a mere 14 
books are listed in the bibliography. And not a single footnote in the entire text! 

That said, the general public will fi nd this account a thumping good read. 
There is no doubt that Fiennes’ ‘family connections’ qualify him to have taken 
on this task: the explorer’s direct ancestors were one of the causes that touched 
off  the Battle of Agincourt, in which family blood was shed on both sides. In 
1415, four English knights of the Fiennes clan fought with the army of King 
Henry V. Across the valley on that morning of 25 October, another four sons of 
the French arm of the Fiennes family stood with the Dauphin’s forces. 

Fiennes goes into considerable detail on events prior to the battle, arguing 
that to understand Agincourt, it is necessary to understand the lead-up to it. 
The book’s fi rst chapters cover the countdown to Agincourt from the Battle of 
Hastings 350 years before. Here Fiennes explores how the fi ghting skills and tac-
tics of the two great armies underwent considerable change over the centuries. 

We learn that the Norman Conquest of 1066 was led by the author’s direct an-
cestor Count Eustace of Boulogne, the army commander of William the Conqueror, 
who his cousin Eustace advised to retreat before the battle. ‘If only Duke William 
had listened to Eustace’s advice, the Norman occupation would never have 
happened and nor would the long years of bloodshed of the subsequent Hundred 
Years’ War,’ says the author in one of the more intriguing ‘what ifs’ of history. 

Fiennes has enjoyed the benefi t of access to family documents that shed light 
on the family’s role in this period of English history. Much of his research was 
carried out at Broughton Castle where, as he tells us, the family has lived since 
Norman times. He has a talent for bringing the anxiety and suff ering of battle 
to life, having himself waited in ambush for an attack by communist insurgents 
while in the service of the Sultan of Oman. He captures the mood of Henry’s 
men at Agincourt, many suff ering from cold and chronic diarrhoea, at the 
 moment the king took the initiative to make the fi rst move and attack.

 ‘All 7,000 men moved forward screaming their battle cries at the release 
of pent-up emotion, frustration, and fear. And behind them, the squad of 
drummers and trumpeters sounded the Advance to Contact. The French 
marshal screamed a single word of command… at which 5,000 archers raised 
their longbows and the battle began.’ This is battlefi eld writing at its most 
entertaining, bringing to life historical accuracy in a dramatic and lively style. A 
much-appreciated and attractive feature of the book is the 16-page colour plate 
section, a rare treat in publishing these days. 

JULES STEWART

AGINCOURT: 
MY FAMILY, THE 
BATTLE AND THE 
FIGHT FOR FRANCE
Ranulph Fiennes 
Hodder and Stoughton, £20.00
ISBN 978-144479208 9

ZERO NIGHT: THE 
MOST DARING GREAT 
ESCAPE OF WORLD 
WAR II
Mark Felton
Icon Books, £12.99
ISBN 978-1848317192



T he ‘Golden Age’ of Edwardian England came to an abrupt end in August 1914. The Final Over paints a glorious picture 
of the fi nal summer of peace, describing the cricket season nearly on a match-by-match basis, identifying notable 
performers and their war-time service, an approach which ensures that this is more than just an obituary.  

Rightly, however, the fallen are remembered. In 1914, there were 278 professional cricketers in England – 210 
of these signed up to fi ght, of whom 34 were killed. In all, Wisden Cricketers’ Almanac carried the obituaries of 1,684 
cricketers killed during the Great War.

Given the number of cricketers who died during the fi ghting, one of the big surprises comes with the Army vs Navy 
match, played at Lord’s in June 1914. From the two teams, ‘only’ two – one from each side – were killed. On the other 
hand, Hampshire County Cricket Club lost 23 of its current and former players, the worst losses of any county.  

Probably most poignant of all is how the season ended in 1914. From the end of July onwards, players were mobilised 
and sometimes ‘vanished’ mid-match. While many grounds were pressed into war-use, the season actually kept going 
for another few weeks, something which divided public opinion. 

Many did not fully appreciate the gravity of the situation until later. A frequently mentioned example here is Jack 
Hobbs, ‘the Master’, whose wartime service is a matter of some contention and at the time earned him the sobriquet as 
the country’s ‘least-loved hero’.

Author Christopher Sandford makes excellent use of personal accounts and diaries in what is an extremely well-
researched study. This is a very readable book and will appeal both to cricketers with an interest in the Great War and 
to military historians with a passion for our summer game.

DAVID FLINTHAM

T he last of 2014’s plethora of Second World War 70th anniversaries is that of the Battle of the Bulge – Hitler’s 
attempt to wrench the strategic initiative away from the Allies by advancing on Antwerp, splitting the British 
and American armies.

The Belgian town of Bastogne played a pivotal role in Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein – the German code-name for 
the Ardennes off ensive. It is the brutal fi ghting in and around the town which is the theme of Peter Schrijvers’ new study of 
the month-long battle where 250,000 American and German troops fought for this small town of 4,000 inhabitants. 

The book is well set out, looking fi rst at the fi ghting before the 3rd Army relieved the town, then the relief itself, and 
fi nally the fi ghting that followed as the Americans fought to cut off  the German salient. It is a very thorough account, which 
takes in both the American and German perspectives of the battle.

Patton’s relief of Bastogne is considered in detail, an operation which Omar Bradley later described as ‘One of the most 
brilliant performances by any commander’. But most harrowing are the stories of the citizens of Bastogne. Liberated in 
 September 1944, by December the horrors of war had returned, forcing inhabitants to fl ee or to retreat into cellars.

In discussing how the 101st Airborne was thrown into the fi ghting when it was still recovering and re-equipping from 
Operation Market Garden the previous September, there is the suggestion that not only did Market Garden fail to shorten 
the war, but that its failure may have actually lengthened it.

Indeed, by the end of December 1944 there was a crisis among the Allied armies in the west, one which arguably had its 
origins three months before. The author makes a number of other interesting observations, including the superiority of the 
German armour on an individual tank versus tank basis, and the critical importance of Allied air superiority. Poor weather 
during the opening phases of the off ensive kept Allied aircraft  grounded, but clearing skies enabled Bastogne to be 
re-supplied by air. Even so, the Luft waff e was able to launch the occasional devastating raid on the town. 

Well researched and written at a good pace, this is an excellent account of an epic and brutal struggle.
DAVID FLINTHAM
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From the Fall of Troy to 
Operation Desert Storm, this book shows 
how the nature of armed combat has 
evolved.
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Hitler’s last birthday to 
VE Day
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A monumental account of survival, suff ering, 
hope, and despair.

The American Army and 
the First World War

avid R Woodward
Cambridge University 

ress, £19.99
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A defi nitive history of the American 
Army’s role and performance during the 
First World War. 

Trains to the Trenches
Andrew Roden
Aurum Press, £20
SBN 978-1781313664

Supported by remarkable 
illustrations and photogra-

phy, Roden interweaves memories of his 
own present-day train travels with diary 
excerpts of ambulance train nurses, 
returning PoWs, and WWI train drivers. 

A Deep Cry: soldier-
poets killed on the 
Western Front
Edited by Anne Powell
History Press, £18.99
ISBN 978-07050956680

Powell brings together the lives, deaths, 
poetry, diaries, and extracts from letters of 
66 soldier-poets; a fi tting commemoration 
for the centenary of the First World War. 

n the 
ootsteps of 

Alexander
Miles Doleac
Amber Books, 
£19.99

ISBN 978-1782741657 

Including more than 200 photographic 
illustrations, paintings, and maps, In the 
Footsteps of Alexander is a colourful and 
accessible examination of one of history’s 
greatest military leaders.

THOSE WHO HOLD BASTOGNE: THE TRUE STORY OF 
THE SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS WHO FOUGHT IN THE 
BIGGEST BATTLE OF THE BULGE
Peter Schrijvers
Yale University Press, £18.99
ISBN 978-0300179026

THE FINAL OVER: THE CRICKETERS 
OF SUMMER 1914
Christopher Sandford
Spellmount, £18.99
ISBN 978-0750959667
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WITH CHRISTMAS JUST AROUND THE CORNER, MHM LISTS THE TOP MILITARY 
HISTORY TITLES BEING RELEASED OVER THE COMING MONTHS.

BOO K S
B

WATERLOO 1815: THE 
BRITISH ARMY’S DAY 
OF DESTINY
Gregory Fremont-Barnes

This beautifully written and 
highly detailed account of 
the Battle of Waterloo reveals 
the battlefield experience of 
officers and soldiers in one of 
history’s greatest dramas as 
never before. Gregory Fremont-
Barnes’s meticulous research 
offers a fresh and revised 
perspective on one of the most 
pivotal events of modern times. 

PUBLISHER: The History Press

PRICE: RRP: £25; Special Price Online: £20

WHERE TO BUY: www.thehistorypress.co.uk 
and at all good bookshops and other online retailers

ZERO NIGHT
Mark Felton

The thrilling true story of 
the most audacious mass 
escape of the Second World 
War. Historian Mark Felton 
brilliantly evokes the suspense 
of the escape itself and the 
adventures of those who eluded 
the Germans, as well as the 
courage of the civilians who 
risked their lives to help them 
in enemy territory. 

PUBLISHER: Icon Books

PRICE: £16.99 Hardback

WHERE TO BUY: All good bookshops

THE ARDENNES 
1944-1945: HITLER’S 
WINTER OFFENSIVE 
Christer Bergström

Written by a well-versed 
Swedish military historian this 
is a unique neutral account 
which gives equal attention to 
both sides in the Battle of the 
Bulge. The author describes 
the forgotten tank battles 
and exposes the true extent 
of hidden losses. Including 
400 illustrations, including 
many previously never seen 
photographs.

PUBLISHER:  Casemate

PRICE:  £45.00

WHERE TO BUY:  www.casematepublishers.co.uk

WATERLOO – THE 
DECISIVE VICTORY 
Edited by 
Colonel Nick Lipscombe 

As the official publication 
of the Waterloo 200 
organization, this lavishly 
illustrated, slipcased, and 
highly collectible volume 
presents ten unique and 
authoritative articles 
from internationally 
renowned historians to 
offer a comprehensive 
account of one of the 
most important battles 
in world history.

PUBLISHER: Osprey Publishing

PRICE: £35.00 / $49.95 / $58.00

WHERE TO BUY: www.ospreypublishing.com



TRUE STORIES OF THE SECOND WORLD 
WAR BOXED SET 
Henry Brook and Paul Dowswell

A boxed set of three paperback books from the Usborne True Stories 
series: The Blitz, D-Day, and The Second World War. Contains over thirty 
real-life accounts of bravery and heroism, perfect for readers who 
prefer fact to fiction. Internet links allow readers to access more 
information online.

PUBLISHER: Usborne Publishing

PRICE: RRP £17.97 or £12.99 from the Usborne website (£6.50 with free P&P if MHM 
readers use the voucher code HISTORY2014)

WHERE TO BUY: From all good bookshops, or direct from the publisher’s website: 
www.usborne.com/worldwars

THE HISTORY OF 
ENGLAND, VOLUME III: 
CIVIL WAR
Peter Ackroyd

The third volume of Peter 
Ackroyd’s magisterial six-part 
History of England, taking 
readers from the accession of 
the first Stuart king, James 
I, to the overthrow of his 
grandson, James II.

PUBLISHER:  Macmillan

PRICE:  £20.00

WHERE TO BUY:  All good 
bookshops.

CHINESE SAVE BRITS – 
IN BURMA 
Captain Gerald Fitzpatrick

Captain Gerald Fitzpatrick 
brings history to life with first-
hand accounts of the Burma 
Campaign, and in particular 
the Battle of Yenangyaung.  
Post-war Berlin Airlift was 
arranged from ‘Fitz’s’ office.  
Gerald along with his wife 
Patricia, was invited as GOH 
of President Ma Ying-jeou to 
Taiwan in March 2013.

PUBLISHER: York Publishing 

Services Ltd.

PRICE: HB Christmas Offer - £20

WHERE TO BUY: www.ypdbooks.com

NEVER WARS: THE US 
WAR PLANS TO INVADE 
THE WORLD
Blaine L. Pardoe

In the early 20th century the 
US prepared a number of war 
plans for invading a number 
of nations – both hostile and 
friendly. Included with this was 
the naval war in the Pacific 
against Japan in the 1930s, 
the US plans to land forces 
in France in the event that it 
fell during WWI, and the US 
planned invasions of Ireland, 
Canada, Iceland, Mexico, and 
China!  

PUBLISHER:  Fonthill Media Limited

PRICE:  £20.00

WHERE TO BUY:  From any bookshop, Amazon or the Publisher.
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TOUR

FIRST WORLD WAR 
ARCHIVE VIEWING
6-7 December 2014

RAF Museum London
Grahame Park Way
London, NW9 5LL

The RAF museum is giving members of the 
public the chance to peruse its extensive 
WWI archive. This activity, which will high-
light Christmas during the confl ict, is part 
of the museum’s rolling calendar of events 
to commemorate the First World War. Its 
archive team will be on hand to answer 
questions about the First World War or 
any of the letters, photographs, memoirs, 
log-books, and manuals on display.

FIRST WORLD 
WAR LIVES
Throughout December 2014

National Maritime Museum

Park Row, Greenwich

London, SE10 9NF

www.rmg.co.uk

020 8858 4422

Using items from the Caird 
Library, and work created by the 
students of the Royal Hospital 
School in collaboration with 
Rozanne Hawksley, this display 
will explore the lives of First 
World War sailors and how they 
are remembered today.

EXHIBITION

FREE 
ENTRY

THE ARTISTS RIFLES: FROM 
PRE-RAPHAELITES TO PASSCHENDAELE
1-27 December 2014 Gosport Discovery Centre

Gosport
Hampshire, PO12 1BT

www3.hants.gov.uk

FREE
ENTRY

EXHIBITION

023 9252 3463 

www.rafmuseum.org.uk

020 8205 2266

I nspired by the story of prominent artist Paul Nash, who gave up painting and enlisted in the Artists Rifl es 
during WWI, this exhibition introduces a volunteer regiment that was founded in 1860 under the threat of 
French invasion. Its early membership was a who’s-who of the Victorian art world: Burne-Jones, Rossetti, 
Millais, Leighton, and Holman Hunt. Through the artists’ works, memorabilia, and fascinating history, meet the 

Artists Rifl es and learn their incredible untold story.

FREE 
ENTRY
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THE GREAT WAR IN COMICS
1-6 December 2014

Abbot Hall Art Gallery

Kendal

Cumbria, LA9 5AL

01539 722464

www.abbothall.org.uk

Marking the centenary of the outbreak of the 
First World War, Abbot Hall Art Gallery and 
the Lakes International Comic Art Festival are 
bringing together for the fi rst time the work 
of three internationally acclaimed artists who 
have shed new light on this confl ict through 
the medium of comic art.

EXHIBITIONTOUR

A CLOSER LOOK: FROM 
STREET TO TRENCH
Throughout December 2014

IWM North

Traff ord Wharf Road

Manchester, M17 1TZ

0161 836 4000     
www.iwm.org.uk

Find out what life was like in the North West of England dur-
ing the First World War, in this 20-minute tour of the special 
exhibition ‘From Street to Trench: a war that shaped a region’.  
Read the diary of a Bolton man who survived a Zeppelin raid 
over the town in 1916, and take a closer look at the painting 
of a Manchester munitions factory by war artist Anna Airy.

6 DECEMBER
Truth and Memory
IWM London
Lambeth Road
London, SE1 6HZ
ww.iwm.org.uk

A free hour-long tour around 
‘Truth and Memory: British 
art of the First World War’, 
the largest exhibition of 
British First World War 
Art for nearly 100 years. A 
museum staff member will 
be on hand to highlight key 
pieces and themes within the 
exhibition while discussing 
the impact that these works 
had on future generations.

11 DECEMBER
December Attack on 
Passchendaele
Army & Navy Club
38-39 Pall Mall
London, SW1Y 5JN
www.nam.ac.uk

This lecture examines the 
course of events from the 
mid-November decision to 
sanction further offensive 
activity in the vicinity of 
Passchendaele village to the 
barren operational outcome 
that forced British GHQ to 
halt the attack within ten 
hours of Zero.

13 DECEMBER
‘The singing will 
never be done’
Landmark Arts Centre
Ferry Road
Teddington, TW11 9NN
www.landmarkartscentre.org

A concert commemorating 
the First World War 
Centenary, including works 
by Scarlatti, Vaughan 
Williams, and Farrington. 
There will be settings of 
poetry and prose by Sassoon 
and Whitman reflecting 
on war, grief, and remem-
brance.  The orchestra is the 
Brandenburg Sinfonia. Iain 
Farrington will play piano, 
and Christopher Herrick 
will conduct.

DATES TO 
REMEMBER

This special compilation from the British Film Institute recreates the glorious mix of comedies, dramas, 
travelogues, and newsreels that would have formed a typical night out in 1914. The selection includes a comic 
short about a face-pulling competition, a sensational episode of The Perils of Pauline, scenes of Allied troops 
celebrating Christmas at the Front, and an early sighting of one of cinema’s greatest icons.

A NIGHT AT THE CINEMA 1914
10 December 2014

Discovery Museum

Blandford Square, Tyne and 
Wear, NE1 4JA

0191 232 6789

www.twmuseums.org.uk

FILM NIGHT

£6.15
ENTRY

FREE
ENTRY

FAMILY EVENT

PREPARING FOR A 
MEDIEVAL CHRISTMAS
6-7 December 2014

Brockhampton Estate

Herefordshire, WR6 5TB
www.historic-uk.com

01885 488099

Experience a 14th century Christmas. Travel back in time with 
Sir John Savile’s Household as they prepare for the Christmas 
festivities with costume, music, food, and traditional craft s.

£6.35
ENTRY

PRICE
DEPENDENT 
ON CINEMA
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T
he Imperial House of Haps-
burg is one of the major 
royal lines in Europe. From 
the 13th to 20th centuries 

the various members of the Haps-
burg dynasty ruled over lands that 
included what are now Germany, 
Austria, Spain, Italy, the Low Coun-
tries, Romania, Poland, Hungary, and 
many more regions in Europe, plus 
colonies around the world.

As leaders of powerful kingdoms, 
the Hapsburgs wanted to show their 
military prowess as well as their 
wealth and taste through elegant 
suits of armour and accoutrements. 
The two great collections of Haps-
burg arms and armour – in Vienna 
and Madrid – have some of the 
fi nest examples of the armourer’s art 
anywhere in the world.

The Austrian collection was 
started by the Archduke Ferdinand 
II in the late 16th century and later 
accumulated various other collec-
tions, including those of Ambras 
Castle and Innsbruck, to make a total 
of more than 5,000 pieces. Today 

it is housed in typical Viennese 
 elegance in the Neue Burg wing 
of the Hofb urg Palace, completed 
in 1913, just before the Hapsburg 
dynasty met with disaster.

A series of galleries display 
dozens of fi ne suits of armour and 
horse barding, as well as vari-
ous weapons. One pair of suits is 
posed as if they are fi ghting. These 
are believed to be the actual suits 
worn by the Emperor Maximilian I 
(1459-1519) and Claude de Vaudrey, 
the Chamberlain of Burgundy (dates 
unknown), when they faced off  in a 
foot tournament in Worms.

Vaudrey’s armour features an 
unusually large bascinet helmet 
with a bellows visor and was made 
around 1495. Maximilian’s armour is 
gilded and was made around 1508. 
The friendly duel was immortalized 
in folio 39 of the Emperor’s Tourna-
ment Book, a heavily illustrated 
volume made from 1512-1515 that 
recorded all of the emperor’s tour-
nament victories. A video display in 
the gallery leafs through this rare 

volume and describes some of the 
details of the elaborate images.

Some of the fi nest suits of armour 
in the Vienna collection are made 
of blued steel with gold decoration. 
Bluing is done by heating the plate 
to 300°C, polishing it, and reheating 
it to the same temperature. While 
it creates an attractive fi nish, it is 
a curator’s headache because rust 
can form unseen under the bluing.

A second look at some of the 
breastplates reveals an interest-
ing detail – many have dents from 
bullet impacts. Contrary to popular 
belief, these were not received in 
battle but were rather tests by the 
manufacturers to confi rm they were 
bulletproof. The dent would be left  
on the otherwise perfect plate as a 
mark of quality.

RARE ITEMS
Some of the rarest items in the 
collection are also the most humble. 
There are several well-preserved 

padded helms meant to be worn 
under metal helmets, as well as 
horse padding that would be used 
in jousts. It is unusual for such 
commonplace, perishable items to 
come down to us and yet the Vienna 
collection has several examples.

As with all large collections, a few 
unusual pieces have been added 
over the years, including beautifully 
lacquered suits of samurai armour, a 
combination halberd/pistol, and the 
purported helm of the Albanian na-
tional hero Skanderbeg. This helmet 
was loaned to Albania in 2012 and 
became a sensation, drawing huge 
crowds and renewing longstanding 
demands for its repatriation. Experts 
have noted, however, that the helmet 
bears writing in a font that did not 
appear until the 16th century, and 
that Skanderbeg lived in the 15th 
century. The curator, Stefan Krause, 
says the helmet is therefore most 
likely a curio created for a rich patron 
in  honour of Skanderbeg’s memory. 

REVIEWING THE BEST MILITARY HISTORY EXHIBITIONS 
WITH SEAN MCLACHLAN

VISIT

THE ROYAL ARMOURIES OF 
THE HAPSBURGS

Neue Burg , 1010 Wien, Austria
+43 1 5337570          www.khm.at
Mon – Sun: 9am – 5.30pm

€11.50
ENTRY

01

04

03

02
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A nondescript door at one end of 
the exhibition leads to the labora-
tory, where a team of specialists 
works to maintain and restore items 
in the collection. It also acts as the 
planning centre for the numerous 
requests for loans to foreign and 
travelling exhibitions.

When Military History Monthly 
visited, a photographer was taking 
pictures of a boy’s suit of armour 
due to go out on a three-year loan. It 
had just received a new, more lifelike 
mannequin that gave the armour 
its proper appearance. Krause 
explained that when the collection 
was reorganised shortly aft er WWII, 
many of the mannequins were not 
made properly and thus the armour 
does not quite look right. Sticklers 
for accuracy, Krause’s staff  brought 
in a professional sculptor to make an 

improved mannequin on which the 
armour can hang.

Sitting not far away was a 15th-
century breastplate that a techni-
cian was brushing with acetone to 
remove 50-year-old oil layers from 
its last restoration. This job will take 
the better part of two weeks. Not 
far off  shone a shield of Maximilian 
II (1527-1576) that had just fi nished 
its restoration.

At the other end of Europe, 
Madrid’s collection is housed in the 
Palacio Real (Royal Palace), which 
is the offi  cial residence of King Juan 
Carlos II. Luckily, it is open to visi-
tors, although photography by the 
general public is forbidden.

The Madrid collection is un-
usual in that most of the pieces 
were made during the lives of two 
kings – Charles V (1500-1558) and 
Philip II (1527-1598) – who were the 
armoury’s two great patrons. Thus 
the Real Armería is a rare snapshot 
of the state of the armourer’s art in 
the 16th century.

ROYAL ARMOUR
As in the Vienna armoury, the 
pieces here were mostly highly 
ornamented gift s for the royal 
family, to be used in parades or 
tournaments, not battle. Many 
come from the workshops of expert 
armourers in Italy and Germany, but 
there are Spanish suits as well, such 
as the parade harness of Philip III 
(1578-1621). Made in Pamplona, it 

features richly engraved surfaces in 
a Milanese style and may have been 
commissioned in honour of Philip’s 
accession to the throne in 1598.

The Madrid collection has a 
number of suits of child’s armour, 
the best being those of Philip III and 
IV, which were made in Milan when 
the young princes ranged from four 
to 14 years of age. Many of these 
suits were never worn, because the 
princes grew out of them too quickly, 
something any parent can sym-
pathise with.

The Hapsburgs spared no expense 
on their horses. One gilded set of 
barding for Charles V shows the 
Labours of Hercules and the story 
of Samson in elaborate detail. The 
knights oft en harkened back to 
mythological themes and Charles V 
especially liked the stories of Her-
cules. The choice of Samson for this 
barding is interesting, perhaps a sign 
of humility, showing that even the 
strongest man can be laid low.

Alongside the royal arms and 
armour, there are other interest-
ing items such as Turkish banners 
captured at the Battle of Lepanto, 
a variety of elaborately decorated 
wheel-lock muskets and pistols, a 
set of enormous early 16th-century 
wall-guns fully seven feet long, and 
some samurai armour that came as 
a gift  from Japan. There are also two 
rare 15th-century ‘hackbuts’, some 
of the earliest examples of primitive, 
pre-matchlock fi rearms in Spain.

V IE N N A
A U S T R I A

MORE MUSEUMS 
IN AUSTRIA

PICTURED ON BOTH PAGES:
1. Outside Hofb urg palace.

2. The shield of Maximilian.

3. The purported helmet of Skanderbeg.

4. A collection of children’s armour.

5. Two fi ne harnesses, one [left ] made 
for Philip II of Spain in 1544, the other 
for Charles V in the early 1540s.

6. The barding (horse armour) of 
Charles V showing the Labours of 
Hercules and the life of Samson.

7. Two wall-guns dating from 1540 to 
1620. These were generally used to 
defend fortifi ed positions.

05

06

AVIATION
Austrian Aviation 
Museum, Graz
The Austrian Aviation 
Museum is a private aircraft 
museum located at the air-
port in Graz. The museum 
has an ample collection 
of jet fighters, jet trainers, 
helicopters, and propeller-
driven aircraft. The museum 
also displays a number of 
gliders and some aircraft 
engines.

MILITARY
Museum of Military 
History, Vienna
At The Museum of Military 
History you will find the 
 history of Austria’s Armed 
Forces and Navy, all under 
one roof.  The museum 
documents this with weaponry, 
armaments, armoured 
vehicles, planes, uniforms, 
paintings, flags, medals and 
badges of honour, battleships, 
historical documents, and a 
wealth of photographs.

NAVAL
Maritime Museum, 
Spitz
For the Romans, the Danube 
provided a buffer against 
people from the north. In the 
Middle Ages, the Bavarian-
Austrian Danube region was 
the centre of the East-West 
trade. The Maritime Museum 
in Spitz offers visitors a variety 
of insights into the technology 
and history of the historic 
Danube.

07

Set in two of Europe’s major capi-
tals, these armouries are essential 
viewing for any travelling student of 
military history. Because of their ar-
tistic interest, they are an easier sell 
to reluctant spouses than a fortress 
or tank museum! 
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WITH HUNDREDS OF MILITARY MUSEUMS IN THE UK ALONE, HOW DO YOU KNOW WHICH ONE WILL BEST SUIT YOUR INTERESTS? 
HERE, MHM HAS PICKED SOME OF THE BEST MUSEUMS AND EXHIBITIONS TO VISIT THIS YEAR, FROM HIDDEN GEMS TO 

LONG-ESTABLISHED SITES.

M U S E U M
M

PEOPLE’S HISTORY 
MUSEUM
Sat 24 May – Sun 1 February 
2015

‘A Land Fit For Heroes: 
War and the Working Class 
1914-1918’

A Land Fit For Heroes 
examines how the war 
changed society, radically 
altering the social, economic, cultural, and political outlook of the 
British people. It looks at why people supported the war (and those who 
didn’t), the role that women played in the war effort, how home life was 
radically changed, the influence the war had on politics and the labour 
movement, and life after the war. The exhibition is supported by the 
National Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund and is also part of 
the First World War Centenary Programme.

Suitable for all ages.
In order to keep our exhibitions programme affordable to everyone, 

please make a donation.

ADDRESS: People’s History Museum, Left Bank, Manchester M3 3ER
TEL: 0161 838 9190
EMAIL: info@phm.org.uk
WEB: www.phm.org.uk

OPENING TIMES:
Monday-Sunday 10.00am-5.00pm, including Bank Holidays

THE ROYAL AIR 
FORCE MUSEUM 
LONDON
The Royal Air Force 
Museum’s London site 
is located in Colindale, 
north-west London. 
Admission to the 
museum is free of charge. 
As part of its calendar of 
events commemorating the outbreak of the First World War, the 
museum is currently displaying an exhibition of First World War Art – 

‘Biggles and Chums’. 
Consisting of drawings and paintings, each artwork has never been 

seen by the public. Each one has been specifically chosen for the 
 powerful story that it has to tell – made all the more poignant as each art-
work has been created by an artist who either served or lived through the 
First World War, including Biggles’ creator himself Captain W.E. Johns. 

Located in the museum’s Art Gallery, Biggles and Chums is on display 
until 4 January 2015.

ADDRESS: Grahame Park Way, London, NW9 5LL 
TEL: 020 8205 2266
EMAIL: london@rafmuseum.org
WEB: www.rafmuseum.org

OPENING TIMES:
Open daily 10am-6pm

FIREPOWER – THE 
ROYAL ARTILLERY 
MUSEUM
In their own words …

By 1914, man found 
that he had the weapons, 
technology and ability to 
kill, maim and destroy on 
an industrial scale. For the 
first time he fought in the 
sky, on land, on the sea, and below the waves. It was a war that touched 
everyone – including civilians – and at its end there probably wasn’t a 
town, village, or family that hadn’t in some way been affected by this 
war’s cruelty.

‘In Their Own Words’ brings to life Gunners from different nations, 
separated 100 years ago by their country’s political ideology, the colour 
of their uniforms, or skin. Now 100 years on, as we look back upon their 
history and read their words, we realise that they are all united in the fact 
that they are all Gunners; this is their museum.

ADDRESS: No1 Street, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, SE18 6ST
TEL: 020 8855 7755
EMAIL: info@firepower.org.uk
WEB: www.firepower.org.uk

OPENING TIMES:
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm (last admission 4pm)
Sunday and Monday Closed

THE FUSILIER 
MUSEUM
The Fusilier Museum 
in Bury, Lancashire, is 
home to the collections 
of XX The Lancashire 
Fusiliers and the Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers. 
Documenting more than 
300 years of history and 
heritage through permanent and temporary exhibitions, the museum 
tells the rich and fascinating stories of the people who have served and 
continue to serve.

The museum has recently completed a £1.4m Heritage Lottery Fund 
project to redevelop the top floor, which includes the relocation of The 
Fusilier Archive, a new state-of-the-art conference and events space The 
Minden Suite, and The Quartermaster’s Store. This new exhibition space 
is the only store of its kind in a military museum in the UK and enables 
the museum to display more of its ever-growing collection.

ADDRESS: Moss Street, Bury, BL9 0DF
TEL: 0161 763 8950
EMAIL: enquiries@fusiliermuseum.com
WEB: www.fusiliermuseum.com

OPENING TIMES:
Monday-Friday 10am-5pm (last admission 4pm)
Saturday 10am-4pm
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PUT YOUR MILITARY HISTORY KNOWLEDGE TO THE TEST WITH THE MHM 
QUIZ, CROSSWORD, AND CAPTION COMPETITION

ACROSS
1 Castle captured by Simon de Montfort in 

1264 (7)

5 City taken by Simon Bolivar in August 1819 

(6)

9 Non-commissioned offi  cer whose original 

duty was to protect the regiment's fl ags during 

battle (6,8)

10 Fort ___, New York, captured by the British 

in 1759 during the French and Indian War (7)

11 City which fell to North Vietnamese forces 

on 30 April 1975 (6)

12 "Don't tell him ___", famous line from Dad's 

Army (4)

13 RAF station in Lincolnshire (10)

15 Royal Navy battlecruiser sunk at the Battle 

of Jutland (10)

18 Corps of the British army active from 1888 

to 1965, now part of the Royal Logistic Corps 

(4)

19 Augustus ___, English naval commander, 

second-in-command at the capture of Havana 

in 1762 (6)

MHM 
CROSSWORD
NO 51

Flodden, September 1513. Across a 
boggy valley, two armies confront 
each other.

The Scots, backed by European 
allies, have superior numbers and 
the latest cannon to challenge a 
depleted English force. The English 
are furious and humiliated that they 
are not fi ghting alongside King Henry 
against their real enemy in France. 

Sir Thomas Howard, shrewd but 
ancient, leads the English forces. 
Alexander, 3rd Lord Home, bold but 
impetuous, leads the Scots. Isabella 
Hoppringle, Abbess of Coldstream, 
young and determined, struggles to 
keep her footing among the tides 
of violence. John Heron, Bastard 
of Ford, swaggering, violent, and 
disreputable, the black sheep of a 

good English family, fi nds profi t while 
men die.

One of the bloodiest battles ever 
fought on British soil, the most 
savage in three centuries of border 
warfare; the King of Scots, virtually 
the whole of his nobility and gentry 
annihilated in an aft ernoon. Five 
centuries on and the battle continues 
politically – never before has the 

This month we have 5 copies of Blood 
Divide: a novel of Flodden Field to be won! MHM QUIZ

discussion of Scottish and English 
relations been more relevant. Blood 
Divide will put you in the heart of the 
action; the stink, sweat, and fear, the 
curtain of red mist. 



www.military-history.org 81MILITARYHISTORYMONTHLY

MHM OFF DUTY

21 Wife of Edward I whom she accompanied 

on crusade in 1270 (7)

23 Aymer de Valence, ___, victorious at the 

Battle of Methven in 1306 (4,2,8)

24 US president who had served in the 3rd 

Virginia Regiment during the Revolutionary 

War (6)

25 Army ___ Corps, formed in 1914, whose 

main role was reconnaissance and communi-

cation (7)

DOWN
2 Atlantic island whose RAF base played a 

key role in the Falklands War (9)

3 Lewis ___, Union army general and author 

of Ben-Hur (7)

4 Modern-day Spanish territory in Africa 

captured by John I of Portugal in 1415 (5)

5 Royal ___ Regiment, active from 1881 to 

1859, nicknamed The Biscuit Boys (9)

6 Senior Nazi who had been a highly deco-

rated fi ghter pilot during World War One (7)

7 Television drama that was based on the 

MHM 
CAPTION COMPETITION

Think you can do better?
Go head-to-head with other MHM readers for the 
chance to see your caption printed in the next issue. 
Enter now at www.military-history.org/competitions 

LAST MONTH’S WINNER

The shoulder-mounted stereo speakers with shielded 
subwoofer were unconventional, but drew admiring glances 
from the other soldiers.
Dave Parkin

A
N

SW
ER

S
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5 musket, 8 African, 10 Hurricane, 11 Lydia, 12 Cameron, 13 
Theresa, 15 Menachem Begin, 19 Assegai, 21 Entebbe, 22 
Niven, 24 Staindrop, 25 Torpedo, 26 Dasher. 
 
DOWN: 1 Tarentum, 2 Tralee, 3 Scud, 4 Ankara, 5 Mohacs, 6 
Stromness, 7 Eritrea, 9 Dawn, 14 Edinburgh, 16 Hailshot, 17 
Estonia, 18 Semper, 19 Arnott, 20 Ganges, 21 Evan, 23 Vere.

If I knew we’d have to wear everybody's colours I’d never 
have joined the coalition of the willing.
David Gradwick

experiences of European women in 

Japanese internment camps (5)

8 King of Northumbria killed at the Battle 

of Maserfi eld (6)

13  ___ Cooper, commander of the 4th 

Kentucky Cavalry during the American 

Civil War (9)

14 Forward ___, military personnel who 

co-ordinate artillery fi re close to the front 

line (9)

16 Popular name of the Wallachian ruler, 

Vlad Tepes, who fought the Ottomans in 

the mid-15th century (7)

17 North German city besieged by 

Swedish forces in 1666 (6)

18 William ___, British chemist, recipient 

of the OBE for his support to the army in 

World War One (7)

20 Armenian queen who ruled with her 

brother until an internal revolt in 2 BC (5)

22 Basil ___, Air Chief Marshal, Com-

mander-in -Chief of Fighter Command 

from 1949 to 1953 (5)

RUNNERS-UP

WINNER: Tears in his eyes, as he sheathed 
his sword in a hurry, Kevin regretted 
wearing his scabbard like that.
Colin Galletly

To be in with a chance of winning, simply answer 
the following questions:

Who were the victors at Flodden?

In which county did the battle take place?

On which day in September 1513 did the battle 
commence?

?

?

?
We continue our caption competition with an image from  
our feature on Serbia 1914. Pit your wit against other 
readers at www.military-history.org/competitions. 

Answer 
online at 

www.military-
history.org
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MHM LOOKS AT FIVE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS THAT COULD HAVE CHANGED THE COURSE OF HISTORY
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ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS

Charles de 
Gaulle 1962
Hardly a stranger to attempts on his life, de 
Gaulle came closest to meeting his Maker 
when his car was peppered with machine-
gun fi re as it was speeding towards Villa-
coublay military airport. The man respon-
sible for the attack was a French Air Force 
offi  cer, enraged with de Gaulle’s decision to 
grant Algeria its independence. 

Two policemen were killed in the assault, 
and the rear window and all four tyres of 
the car were destroyed. Yet somehow the 
driver managed to get away with the Presi-
dent and his wife in the back, unharmed. In 
which political direction might the French 
have gone without the infl uential character 
of de Gaulle leading them?

On 6 March 1901 Kaiser Wilhelm II 
was mildly injured when an anarchist 
opened fi re on him while he was visit-
ing the city of Bremen in north-west 
Germany. The consequences of a lethal 
shot might have been radical. 

Had the Kaiser been killed during 
the attack, his successor might have 
reacted diff erently to the assassination 

of Franz Ferdinand 13 years 
later. It is possible that a 
cooler-headed leader might 
have been able to prevent the situation 
spiralling out of control as quickly and 
completely as it did. His young son 
would most likely have taken com-
mand, but down which path would he 
have led his country in 1914?

Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin 1918
While stepping into his car following a speech at the 
Hammer and Sickle factory in Moscow, Lenin heard his 
name being called by fellow Communist Fanny Kaplan. 
As he turned, Kaplan fi red three shots with a Browning 
pistol: one passed through his coat and missed him, one 
lodged in his shoulder, and the third passed through 

his neck, puncturing part of his left  
lung. Lenin survived and recovered, 
eventually using the incident to 
increase his popularity. 

Had Lenin died, would the Com-
munists still have prevailed against 
the Mensheviks and defeated the 
White Army? Would Stalin still have 
succeeded Lenin or would power 
have been seized by another?

Abraham 
Lincoln 
1864
Lincoln was assassi-
nated in 1865 by the 
actor and Southern 
agitator John Wilkes 
Booth. However, a year 
earlier, as he was riding around 
Washington in his carriage, some-
one took a shot at him, narrowly missing his head and putting a hole in 
his famous top hat. 

Had the shot been a few inches lower, the relatively unknown Vice 
President Hannibal Hamlin would have succeeded Lincoln. How would 
he have fared against General George McClellan at the upcoming 
election? Whether or not the South, in the wake of an earlier Lincoln 
assassination, might have held on a while longer against Hamlin or 
McClellan and forced an armistice rather than suff ered a defeat is 
still hotly debated. Had they done so, the course of America’s history 
would have been drastically diff erent.

Benito 
Mussolini 
1926
Il Duce survived four separate assassina-
tion attempts in 1926 alone. The fi rst and 
most successful attempt was made by an 
Irish woman who came very 
close to shooting off  the 
dictator’s nose. The 
remaining three were 
all by men, who either 
missed their target or 
were foiled in the 
early stages of their 
plotting. All four 
would-be assas-
sins were executed. 
But what would 
have become of 
the Fascists had 
their leader 
been killed? 
Would their 
already shaky 
hold on the 
country have 
been broken? 
Or would 
another, more 
capable Fascist 
leader, have 
replaced him?

MI
LITA

RY HISTORY MONTHLY

MILITARY HISTORY MONTHL
Y  2

MI
LITA

RY HISTORY MONTHLY

MILITARY HISTORY MONTHL
Y  1

MI
LITA

RY HISTORY MONTHLY

MILITARY HISTORY MONTHL
Y  4

MI
LITA

RY HISTORY MONTHLY

MILITARY HISTORY MONTHL
Y  3

Wilhelm II 1901
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