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ARMED ROBBER 
TAKEDOWN
It had been a pretty average Sunday at the 
store. I was working with another person 
that day, and right as I was turning around 
to head out for a lunch break, someone 
came through the front door. It was a tall, 
muscular man with his face masked with 
a black-and-white bandana and thick, 
dark sunglasses.

I immediately knew what was hap-
pening, as I had been robbed before at 
a different job. He pulled out a gun and 
demanded the money in our register. We 
complied. He took the money, then forced 
us into the back room and tied us up with 
duct tape and zip ties. He then took my 
keys and left through the back door. 

The store’s back door cannot be 
opened from the outside, so once the 
door had latched I told my coworker that 
I had a gun—a SCCY CPX-2, as well as a 
concealment holster made by White Hat 
Holsters—in my backpack and we needed 
to secure it, call the police and get any 
customers out of harm’s way.

We broke out of our restraints and 
ran to the front of the store and told a 
customer who had come in while we were 
tied up in the back that she needed to get 
to safety and that we’d been robbed.

I instructed my coworker to lock the 
door after her and ran to my backpack, 
however he stopped to punch the silent 
alarm. No sooner had I made it to my 
backpack and the woman had left, the 
robber, for some unknown reason, 
reentered the store. I had my gun in my 
hands, and I saw that he still had his gun 
and was acting confused and aggressive, 
a very dangerous combination. I went into 
fight-or-flight mode. When he raised his 
gun at me, I fired and connected with his 
left shoulder. He dropped his gun and 

went down, but was struggling to get back 
to his gun, at which point I fired one more 
shot that hit him in the chest. This was the 
first time I had ever genuinely feared for 
my life, however my priority was protect-
ing my coworker’s life and the lives of my 
customers.

I approached the robber, secured his 
firearm, checked him for other weapons, 
and then cleared both of our guns, laying 
them on the counter so that the police 
would see they were clear. Once I had 
done that, I attempted to administer CPR 
and stop the bleeding, but it was too late. 

In the aftermath, I found out that the 
man who was killed was a felon on proba-
tion for armed robbery. I’m no hero, just 
someone who was forced into a bad situa-
tion and did what I had to do. —ABQ, NM

FAMILY MAN VS.
DERANGED MAN
My family knows we never sleep in a hotel 
or motel, or any place else, if we are 
within 200 miles of home. But after end-
ing a long vacation, we were extra tired, 
and driving late enhanced that. I was 
nodding behind the wheel, so I pulled into 
a hotel. Noticing it had a well-lit parking 
lot and clean exterior, I went inside to 
register and then returned to my family 
waiting in the car.

I snapped up the nearest parking, 15 
yards away, not wanting to take one extra 
step. As I slid the gearshift into “P” a man 
appeared at the car’s front, screaming 
and beating on the hood. Dressed only 
in baggy shorts, with his beard and long 
hair dirty-looking and matted, he scared 
everyone and the kids screamed.

IT HAPPENED TO ME!IT HAPPENED TO ME!
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I lowered the window slightly, shout-
ing, “Get away from my car!” He started 
toward the window babbling, “He’s killing 
him! You’ve got to help! He’s killing him!”

I shouted, “I’m calling the cops!” I 
followed this with long, loud car horn 
blasts. He turned and staggered off in 
the dark. I promptly moved to the parking 
spot nearest the door—marked “Handi-
capped.” I’d gladly pay the fine under the 
circumstances.

The kids insisted I accompany my wife 
and them to the room. Returning to the 
car alone, my first thought was the .380 I 
kept in the console. It needed to be with 
me! I grabbed the pistol and slipped it 
into my waistband, glad that I had my 
CCW permit with me. I gathered luggage, 
filling both hands to carry everything.

I looked up and found the same lunatic 
8 feet in front of my open door, almost 
mated with the adjacent car. I suddenly 
wasn’t tired! I could hear his ramblings 
and see every hair on him clearly.

Wanting my hands free, everything 
they held crashed to the concrete. His 
eyes followed the luggage and other bags 
to the ground, slowly returning to me.
My hand made a mad dash to the back of 
my pants, yanking the tangled shirt off my 
pistol and drawing. The muzzle stopped 
at his feet and I shouted, “Move away 
from me!”

Without another sound, the man 
turned and walked into the dark. With my 
hands shaking, I gathered up the luggage, 
getting it all on my left side, leaving the 
hand holding the pistol free, and walked 
quickly to the front desk.

I learned that a pistol in the con-
sole was almost useless. Today I carry 
concealed everyday. I don’t need another 
unplanned, unarmed encounter. —DP, TX

Tell Us Your Story!
Combat Handguns pays $100 for each “It Happened 
To Me!” letter that we print. Send yours to Combat 
Handguns, 1115 Broadway, New York, NY 10010 
or e-mail to tactical-life@harris-pub.com. Please 
include your full name, address, email and phone 
number (including area code). A signed release is 
required prior to publication.

4

Quick thinking and 
remaining calm under 
pressure allowed for a 

safe and solid outcome.



SELF-DEFENSE & THE LAW

MMost people (read: the jury pool) don’t 
carry guns. Many private citizens who 
carry guns don’t carry spare ammuni-
tion, even if their gun of choice is a 
five-shot revolver. Thus, it’s entirely 
possible that if you’re in a shooting and 
the evidence shows you had a lot more 
rounds than those on your person, op-
posing counsel is likely to argue that this 
means you were out for blood.

It’s a cultural thing. Example One: 
If you saw the movie The French 
Connection, you probably know that 
Gene Hackman’s lead character, 
“Popeye” Doyle, was based on a real-life 

NYPD detective named Eddie Egan. 
Egan worked in a time when New 
York City cops were limited to .38 

Special revolvers. He made a point 
of carrying more spare ammu-

nition than the regulations 
required—and as a result, 
his brother officers who 
carried only the minimum 
required nicknamed him 
“Bullets.” If that’s the way 
some cops see other cops, 
can we be surprised that 
a private citizen who 
carries more ammo than 

some others might be 
seen as going over the top?

Prosecutors and plaintiffs’ lawyers 
alike know that the public has been 
terrorized by political media campaigns 
against “assault weapons” and “high-

capacity magazines” after notorious 
mass shootings. Example Two: In 

the Trolley Square Mall shooting 
in Salt Lake City, the killer had a 

relatively low-capacity 12-gauge 
shotgun and a five-shot .38 
Special, but he also had a 
backpack full of ammo.

Example Three: In the 
heartbreaking Sandy 
Hook massacre in 2012, 

the killer entered the 
school with hundreds 
of rounds of ammuni-
tion, and fired 156 

shots, killing 26 
innocent victims.

Example Four: Twelve people were 
murdered, and 58 more wounded, in a 
theater in Aurora, Colorado, by a killer 
who festooned himself with a very high 
round count. While all three of these 
atrocities are best seen as examples of 
the helpless victims created by “gun-
free” zones, they are also examples of 
the horror an unscrupulous attorney can 
try to use to taint a good person falsely 
accused of wrongdoing, when in fact he 
or she fired in legitimate self-defense.

Why Carry More Ammo?
Any responsible firearms or CCW 
instructor in the private sector, like any 
good law enforcement trainer in a police 
academy, will recommend the carry of 
spare ammo. One reason is that, quite 
simply, the defensive handgun is emer-
gency safety/rescue equipment, and 
redundant capability must be in place in 
case it fails. With the semi-auto pistols 
most widely used today for defensive 
purposes, malfunctions are most often 
traced back to defects in the ammunition 
or in a gun’s magazines. For many stop-
pages, which prevent the gun from work-
ing, the quickest and simplest lifesaving 
fix is to clear out the ammo and maga-
zine in the gun, reload and carry on.

The other reason to carry extra ammo 
is, quite simply, some gunfights go to the 
far end of the bell curve and require a lot 
of shots to be fired to end the hostili-
ties of homicidal criminals. On the LE 
side, look at Example Five, the shooting 
involving Sergeant Timothy Gramins in 
Illinois. In a shootout with a homicidal 
criminal armed with multiple guns, 
Gramins had to fire 33 shots from his 
.45 before the fast-moving, cover-taking 
criminal went down for good. The gun-
man had taken 14 hits from 230-grain 
.45 ACP hollow points and was still up 
and running when Gramins’ last three 
carefully aimed shots struck the man in 
the head and killed him. Today, Gramins 
carries a full-capacity 9mm pistol and 
no less than 145 rounds of ammunition 
on his person when he works on patrol 
while in uniform.

On the armed citizen side, consider 

    Don’t run dry in a gunfight or get  
            hung in the courtroom! BY MASSAD AYOOB
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Example Six, the Micanopy, 
Florida, shootout between gun 
shop owner Harry Beckwith 
and a gang of armed robbers 
at his store. Using a legally 
owned 9mm submachine gun 
and an AR-15, Beckwith had fired 
105 shots by the time the last of the 
gang had either died or fled. A grand jury 
ruled his shooting totally justifiable.

Trial Error
Now, let’s examine some cases where 
prosecutors made a big deal out of the 
defendant having “too much ammuni-
tion” and attempted to prove it was 
indicative of “malicious intent.”

Example Seven: Law-abiding gun 
owners in Massachusetts are legiti-
mately concerned about Commonwealth 
v. Pepicelli, in which a young man was 
convicted of a wrongful death after he 
and his brother were involved a shooting 
with some local people who had been 
harassing them and came after them 
while armed. Both of the brothers were 
licensed to carry and the prosecution is 
hammering on the fact that the brothers 
were not only both carrying .40 pistols 
when the gunfight went down, but that 
they had four magazines of ammunition 
between them. I know and trust the law-
yer who did the appeal, Lisa Steele, who 
is widely considered the top appellate 
lawyer in the country for self-defense 
cases that went wrong at the trial level.

While the Pepicelli conviction is most 
commonly seen in legal circles as a 
failure for the trial court to allow expert 
testimony and testimony to the procliv-
ity toward violence of the people on the 
other side of the shooting, Steele con-
firms that the Commonwealth did indeed 
go after the carrying of spare magazines 
as indicia of intent to shoot people on the 
day in question. It doesn’t appear to have 
been satisfactorily explained to the jury 
why the brothers were not only armed 
but carrying spare ammo.

Example Eight is the case of New York 
v. James Pennington, which occurred in 
upstate New York. I didn’t know about 
this case until a couple of days after its 
guilty-of-murder verdict was decided, 
when the wife of the hapless defendant 
called me and there wasn’t a thing I 
could do to help by then. A man licensed 
to carry was attacked by a much stron-
ger man, and fired three self-defense 
shots that killed the attacker. The defen-
dant had been carrying a licensed sin-
gle-stack 9mm pistol under his left arm 
in a shoulder rig, and two spare mags 
to balance on the opposite side. The 

defendant’s long-suffering wife told me 
that the prosecution made a huge deal 
out of it, essentially saying, “If he wasn’t 
planning to commit murder that day, 
he wouldn’t have been carrying enough 
ammo to kill 25 people!” Any competent 
expert witness would have advised that 
defense lawyer to do two things. One 
would have been to ask each of the cops 
who testified for the prosecution during 
cross-examination, “Officer, what does 
the city require you to carry to protect 
the public you serve?” The answer, in 
that city at that time, would have been 
“A 9mm pistol fully loaded, with a round 
in the chamber, and two spare 17-round 
magazines.” The jury could have then 
done the math: 52 rounds. And a good 
defense lawyer would have argued on 
summation, “They say the 25 cartridges 
my client had on his person were indicia 
of malice, yet every police officer in 
this city carries more than twice that to 
protect us all.”

The second argument not made was, 
“My client could have shot him 25 times, 
but he only shot him three times, be-
cause after the third shot, the deceased 
stopped trying to murder him.” The 
failure to make those arguments, among 
other things, resulted in a conviction for 
murder and a sentence of life in prison.

Bottom Line
No honest person who understands the 
reality of violence and self-defense will 
tell you not to carry spare ammunition. 
The lesson is, be able to articulate why 
you carried more than a minimum num-
ber of cartridges, and be able to get that 
across to the judge and jury.

I don’t carry a gun without spare am-
munition: normally two spare magazines 
for a single-stack semi-auto, more than 
that if I’m wearing a revolver as my pri-
mary and at least one spare magazine if 
I’m wearing a double-stack autoloader. If 
35 years as an expert witness in shooting 
cases hadn’t convinced me it was defen-
sible, I wouldn’t carry it.

Carrying enough ammo is absolutely 
defensible. The bad news is that you’ll 
have to prove it to a jury that has been 
exposed to a lifetime of anti-gun media 
brainwashing to the contrary. 
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The newest offering from Beretta is its 
92G Brigadier Tactical pistol, but it’s 
a good bet that it will become known 
as the Wilson Combat model. That’s 
because Bill Wilson of Wilson Combat 
convinced Beretta to manufacture it, 
and it incorporates many of his innova-
tions and suggestions.

The Brigadier Tactical comes on the 
heels of the recent announcement that 
Wilson Combat, a company whose  
signature gun has always been the 1911, 
would be offering customization packag-

es on customers’ Beretta 92 (9mm) and 
96 (.40 S&W) handguns. It has generated 
a lot of interest among the many fans of 
this iconic design. I expect those fans to 
be placing advance orders, as each gun 
will literally be “one of 1,000,” with only 
four production runs of 250 guns being 
offered initially. All will be in the 9mm  
92 format.

 JOINING FORCES
To those of us who have known Bill 
Wilson a long time, “Mr. 1911’s” appre-

ciation of the Beretta 92 has never  
been a secret. Bill Wilson has stated 
publicly that you couldn’t beat a 92 
for reliability in an out-of-the-box, 
semi-automatic pistol. A co-founder 
of the International Defensive Pistol 
Association, Bill Wilson shot a 92 in  
the very first IDPA Invitational, and  
also in the 1997 IDPA National 
Championships, where he earned  
Second Place Master in the Stock  
Service Pistol division. “It has always 
been my choice of all the ‘wonder nines’ 
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and still is,” Bill Wilson told me recently. 
He added, “I’ve been interested in 

the Beretta 92 platform ever since Jack 
Robbins told me about their reliability 
and accuracy back in the 1980s. More 
recently, I have become quite a Beretta 
collector and probably have the largest 
collection of 92/96 model pistols  
of anyone outside the Beretta family. 
While I still love my 1911s and shoot 
them a lot, I also shoot B92s a lot, too.”

How did this particular collaboration 
come together? According to Wilson,  

“A good friend of mine who used to  
be on the Beretta shooting team, Will 
Fennell, and I were talking and I was  
telling how I had an idea for the perfect 
B92. I’ve always felt that the 92G SD  
was as near a perfect 92 as Beretta has 
ever produced, just too rare and ex-
pensive to shoot, and I wanted to do an 
‘enhanced’ 92G SD. Since he’s also a big 
92 fan, I went over my idea with him and 
he got excited enough to ask if I wanted 
him to see if he could get any interest 
from the factory.”

The idea caught on at Beretta, and 
the project snowballed from there. The 
“92G” denotes the decocker-only style of 
this pistol, with the thumb lever spring-
loaded so the pistol immediately returns 
to firing condition instead of staying on 
“safe” if the lever is left down, as it does 
on the more common 92F, 92FS and M9 
series. The SD variation, produced from 
only 2001 through 2005, incorporated a 
light rail and the Brigadier slide, which 
was built for extreme durability. The “SD” 
designation stood for “Special Duty.”
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 REDESIGNED NINE
The new pistol has the integral light rail 
on the dust cover of the frame, of course, 
which means it’s unlikely to fit holsters 
for standard 92/96 pistols. The next most 
obvious change, in addition to the rising 
silhouette of the Brigadier slide partway 
down the pistol, is the shortened barrel. 
At 4.7 inches, it just looks better to many 
shooters, and it is also counter-bored at 
the muzzle to protect the barrel’s crown 
and preserve accuracy.

Beretta armorers and aficionados 
have long put the “D-series” mainspring 
from the double-action-only (DAO) mod-
els into traditional double-action/single-
action (DA/SA) 92s like this one, to lighten 
the trigger pull. It worked then, it works 
now, and it is part and parcel of the new 
Wilson-influenced Brigadier Tactical. 

The sleek, skeletonized hammer from 
the late, lamented Beretta Elite series is 
also part of this new pistol. And, accord-
ing to Beretta, so are its “extra-tight-
fitting tolerances for improved accuracy.” 
The grip frame is factory checkered, front 
and back. The magazine well is effectively 
beveled for faster loading and reloading. 
The pistol includes three of the improved, 
gray, “sand-resistant” magazines refined 
from lessons learned in our nation’s most 
recent military conflicts. And then, of 
course, there are the Wilson components.

Wilson Combat provides its excellent 
Battlesight, with its big U-shaped notch, 
at the rear and a dovetailed front post. 
Both are driftable for windage adjust-
ments. There is also a Trijicon night sight 
module up front. The front edge of the 
rear sight allows a wounded shooter to 
catch his or her belt or holster at that 
spot to rack the slide one-handed.

A Wilson Combat steel, fluted guide 
rod is part of the package. So is Beretta’s 
oversized (but not too oversized) maga-
zine release. The WC motif is rounded out 
with the Wilson Combat logo engraved at 
the rear of the slide and in a medallion on 

the G10 grips. Additionally, every serial 
number will have a “WC” prefix.

Each gun, as I understand it, will be 
inspected by Wilson Combat before ship-
ping to make sure its action is as smooth 
as a factory-produced pistol’s can be.

 RANGE REPORT
Bill Wilson told me one reason he liked 
the Brigadier slide was that he felt it 
reduced recoil. I shot the test gun next 
to a standard Beretta 92FS, with the 
same ammo; the “kick” did indeed feel 
a wee bit less. When things are serious, 
of course, every “wee bit” helps. There 
was a tradeoff, though: The calipers 
showed that the Brigadier slide on the 
test pistol was 29.54mm wide, compared 
to 28.79mm on the standard 92, which 
was just enough difference to cause fit 
problems with some rigid Kydex holsters. 
If you get this gun, order a holster that 
accommodates a Brigadier slide and an 
SD-style railed frame.

Trigger pull, I’m told, is tested by 
Wilson Combat staff. It was certainly 
smooth on the test pistol. Measuring 
from the center of the trigger, where the 
finger normally lies when actually shoot-
ing, pull weight averaged 9.2 pounds in 
DA, with a smooth, consistent stroke that 
allowed the desirable “surprise break.” 
The SA pull weight averaged 4.97 pounds. 
There was a very slight, palpable roll 
that let the shooter know it was about to 
break, and when it did, it broke cleanly. 
These are good “street” trigger pulls, and 
conducive to good shot placement.

I benched the new Wilson-influenced 
Beretta at 25 yards from a Caldwell 
Matrix rest, using three proven ammo 
brands that also represent the three 
most popular 9mm bullet weights. Each 
group was measured twice, center-to-
center of the farthest flung bullet holes, 
to the nearest 0.05 inches. The first mea-
surement (all five shots) gauged what an 
experienced shooter might expect from 

BERETTA 92G BRIGADIER TACTICAL

     specifications

BERETTA/WILSON COMBAT  
92G BRIGADIER TACTICAL

Caliber 9mm

Barrel 4.7 inches

OA Length 8.3 inches

Weight 35.3 ounces (empty)

Grips G10

Sights Battlesight rear, front post

Action DA/SA

Finish Matte black

Capacity  15+1

MSRP $1,195

The G10 grips and 
checkering afford a 

very solid hold.

The pistol sports a 
recessed muzzle and a 
fluted steel guide rod.

Note Wilson Combat’s 
U-notch Battlesight 

and Elite hammer.

“Several 
shooters put 

hundreds 
of rounds 

through this 
pistol, and  
reliability 

proved to be 
100 percent.”
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1951  The open slide of Beretta’s own 
P34 is married with elements of other 
designs to create Beretta’s first 9mm 
service pistol, the M1951 Brigadier, 
with single-action operation and a 
single-stack magazine.

1970  Correctly perceiving the mar-
ket future of the 9mm service pistol 
to be a high-capacity, double-action 
design, Giuseppe Mazzetti and Vittorio 
Valle begin design of what will become 
the Beretta 92. 

1975  The Beretta 92 goes into 
production. It will soon be adopted by 
Brazilian armed forces, where Beretta 
builds a factory that will later be taken 
over by Taurus.

1980  With the United States military 
already looking at the pistol, Beretta 
implements a series of design im-
provements stemming largely from 
suggestions by Jack Robbins and his 
team at the Joint Services Small Arms 
Program (JSSAP).

1983  The Connecticut State Police 
become the first of many major U.S. 
law enforcement agencies to adopt the 
Beretta 92 pistol.

1985 To Present    
JSSAP input culminates in the 92SB-F, 
adopted as the M9 and sold commer-
cially as the 92F. Lawsuits and more 
tests would follow, but the Beretta 
remains the standard U.S. military 

BERETTA 92 
TIMELINE 

HISTORY



14 COMBAT HANDGUNS    March 2015 combathandguns.com

BERETTA 92G BRIGADIER TACTICAL

1

2

3

4

6

10

7
9

8

11

12

13

5

1. Dovetailed tritium front sight
2. Stainless match-grade barrel  
with recessed target crown
3. Fluted steel guide rod
4. Accessory rail
5. Special serial number range  
with WC prefix
6. Rounded triggerguard
7. Ambidextrous decocker
8. WC rear Battlesight
9. Elite skeletonized hammer
10. Oversize magazine release  
with checkered pad
11. Checkered frontstrap and backstrap
12. Beveled magazine well
13. G10 grips with “WC” logo medallion

PERSONAL DEFENSE WEB GEM: Check out 
Masaad Ayoob and others shooting the 
new Wilson Combat Brigadier Tactical 
at personaldefenseworld.com.
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Federal 115 JHP +P+ 1,300 1.55

Black Hills 124 JHP 1,150 2.30

Remington UMC 990 2.25 
147 FMJ TC

     performance

BERETTA 92G  
BRIGADIER TACTICAL 
 
load velocity accuracy

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph, and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 25 yards.

a very solid position in calm conditions. 
The second measurement (the best 
three hits) has been proven to factor out 
unnoticed human error to approximate 
what most shooters could expect for all 
five shots (same ammunition, same gun) 
from a machine rest.

Federal 9BPLE 115-grain +P+ JHPs 
have been street-proven for decades. 
DeKalb County, Georgia, cops relied on 
it out of standard Beretta 92Gs for many 
years, as did Illinois state troopers out 
of shorter-barreled Smith & Wesson 
designs. The test Beretta plunked five 
shots into 1.55 inches and its best three 
into 1.25 inches.

Black Hills’ 124-grain, standard-ve-
locity JHPs are so accurate that military 
teams have issued them to their mem-
bers who are shooting Beretta M9s in the 
President’s Hundred and distinguished 
events like the NRA’s National Pistol 
Championships at Camp Perry. In this 
Beretta, the Black Hills load punched a 
2.3-inch group that might have suffered 
from an unnoticed shooter error, because 
the other four shots were within 1.25 
inches and the best three were clustered 
in a mere 0.75 inches.

Remington UMC 147-grain FMJs are 
a subsonic training round that I’ve seen 
win IDPA matches. In this test, the load 
garnered a very evenly distributed group 
out of the Beretta, with a 2.25-inch five-
shot measurement, and 2.2 inches for the 
best three shots.

In terms of pure handling, the Wilson-
influenced Beretta got a unanimous 
thumbs-up from all testers. Retired U.S. 
Army Special Forces Command Sergeant 
Major Ray Millican has used the Beretta 
M9 for more serious purposes than 
most of us, and he fell in love with this 
pistol. In rapid fire, he planted every-
thing in a palm-sized group. Five-Gun 

IDPA Master John Strayer was similarly 
impressed when he shot it. I ran the test 
Beretta over a 60-shot course designed 
for armed citizens and off-duty cops. 
Those sixty shots included one-hand-
only shooting with either hand and rapid 
reloads from distances of 4 to 15 yards. 
The test Beretta put all the hits in the 
center zone in a 5.12-inch group, 0.25 
inches tighter than a $3,000 custom 9mm 
1911 by another maker that I shot over 
the same course on the same afternoon. 
Several shooters put hundreds of rounds 
through this pistol, and reliability proved 
to be 100 percent.

 FINAL SHOTS
At $1,195, available exclusively from 
Wilson Combat, the shooter can have a 
new version of a gun going for the same  
price as a decade-old, used 92G SD pis-
tol, but with fresh night sights, a sweeter 
trigger and Wilson Combat goodies in-
stalled. When Wilson Combat announced 
early in 2014 that master Beretta-tuner 
Ernest Langdon, who won many major 
championships with the 92 in combat 
shooting, had trained the Wilson staff to 
do action jobs and customization work, 
it revitalized the 92 in the eyes of today’s 
combat shooters. The new Brigadier 
Tactical from Beretta and Wilson Combat 
will undoubtedly do the same. Suffice to 
say, I sent a check rather than the gun 
back to Wilson’s shop. For more infor-
mation, visit wilsoncombat.com or call 
800-955-4856. 

Holster selection 
for this gun will 

require care. The 
author used a 

Blocker B5 holster 
for his test gun.

Author’s Note:  
For more information, read The Gun  
Digest Book of Beretta by Massad Ayoob, 
and The World of Beretta by R. L. Wilson.
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40
FNS 
FN’TASTIC

     Belgian bred, but made here at  
        FN America, this ergonomic,  
striker-fired  powerhouse is born to run!
         BY ROBERT A. SADOWSKI   PHOTOS BY STEVE WOODS

The .40-caliber FNS-40 has excellent ergonomics,  
with a grip angle that makes it a natural pointer  
and plenty of grip texturing to provide  
an extra level of control.
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contemporary pistol manufacturers use a similar operat-
ing system and employ the same high-capacity magazine 
feature of the Hi-Power. Those of you who served under 
Uncle Sam may be familiar with the M249 Squad Automatic 
Weapon (SAW) and the M240 General Purpose Machine Gun, 
two weapons Uncle Sam purchased from FN. In the early 
1980s, FN opened a factory in Columbia, South Carolina. 
This puts the FNS-40 in good company, but it also raises the 
expectations for its performance, especially for a striker-
fired, polymer-framed pistol.

FN introduced the new FNS pistol—the FNS-9 in 9mm 
and the FNS-40 in .40—to law enforcement in 2011. One 
of the first agencies to adopt the new FNS pistol was the 
Baltimore County Police Department. This agency chose the 
FNS-40 Longslide model as its duty firearm to be carried by 
on-duty officers. FNH USA delivered some 1,900 FNS pistols 
that were built in Columbia, South Carolina.

 FIRST IMPRESSIONS
No matter how jaded I am about striker-fired, polymer-
framed pistols, when I held the FNS-40 in hand it felt good. 
The grip was perfect for my average-sized hand. The toothy 
texture on the side panels and interchangeable backstrap 
felt right, with just enough gripping texture without feeling 
abrasive. The front grip strap has fine ridges that also help 
with grip. It comes with one flat and one arched backstrap, 
and either is easy to swap out depending on your hand size 
or shooting preference. The FNS-40 pointed naturally and 
the three-dot tritium night sights aligned when I raised my 
arm to aim the piece. Fixed three-dot or fixed three-dot 
night sights are the pistol’s sighting options. The sights are 
dovetailed into the slide, which I like since either sight can 
be tapped left or right a bit to fine-tune them. Out of the box 
the FNS-40 shot to the left, which was caused by me push-
ing the trigger to the left while I pressed rearward on it. I 
like to spend more trigger time with pistols to see if it is me 
or the gun; usually it is me.

40
FN (Fabrique Nationale) of Herstal, 
Belgium, has been in the business of 
building military and law enforcement 
weaponry since the late 19th cen-
tury. The relationship it had with John 
Browning is a testament to the quality 
of the company’s products as well as its 
commitment to building dependable, 
innovative weapons.

Through the 1920s, FN and John Browning designed and 
manufactured what were at the time unique and innovative 
pistols, machine guns and shotguns. The last pistol design 
the two worked on was the Browning Hi-Power, which to 
this day is regarded as a benchmark in pistol design. Many 

4
At the range, the semi-automatic 
FNS-40 was very reliable, accurate and 
controllable—three very important 
traits in a pistol used for self-defense.
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The slide and the barrel are both con-
structed from stainless steel. The barrel 
is hammer forged. The recoil system 
uses a solid steel recoil rod. The surface 
area of the slide sides are serrated both 
front and rear, providing good traction 
to rack the slide rearward. The extractor 
is external and also acts as a loaded-
chamber indicator by slightly protruding 
and showing a red mark that shows the 
user that a round is in chamber. It can be 
felt and seen. The ejection port is large 
to cough out those .40-caliber cases. The 
rear of the slide is sloped and smooth.

 THE ERGONOMICS
The polymer frame has a small beaver-
tail that worked well for my hand size. I’ll 
bet even meaty-fisted users will not have 
any issues with the slide as it recoils. The 
sides of the grips were flat with just a 
little sculpted relief near the back edge 
of the magazine release. Again, here’s 
where the ergonomics come into play. 
The manual safety levers, slide stop 
levers and magazine-release buttons 
are all fully ambidextrous. They are also 
subtle, meaning compact and small, yet 
very useable. The slide stop has a ridge 
on either side of it, making it snag-free. It 
fell right under the pad of my thumb for 
either hand. I could operate the thumb 
safety, which is shaped like a tiny, ridged 
wedge, with a swipe from the side of 
my thumb with either hand. Swipe the 
safety up to lock the trigger (but not the 
slide), or swipe down to reveal a red dot 
indicating the weapon is ready to fire. The 
thumb safety seemed to provide the right 
amount of resistance. 

The magazine release is large and 
shaped like a teardrop. I had no issues 
releasing the magazine using the thumb 
of either shooting hand. The magazine 

release is large, almost like a magazine 
release on a competition gun. I like this 
since the size of the release button works 
well with gloved hands. As mentioned, 
the backstraps are interchangeable. I 
used the arched one for testing. Both 
backstraps include a lanyard loop that 
is not intrusive. To swap out backstraps 
insert a 1/16-inch punch, or the end of 
a small paper clip, into the hole in the 
backstrap and gently push inward to re-
lease the backstrap retainer. While main-
taining pressure with the tool, slide the 
backstrap down toward the butt and mag 
well and off the grip. Install the back-
strap by sliding in the rails until it snaps 
into place.  The magazine well is a black, 
open-mouth design that easily disgorged 
a full or empty magazine. It is flared and 

funnels a magazine home. Ramp up time 
for reloads was nil. I could keep my eyes 
on the cardboard target and reload with-
out looking down at the pistol.

The dust cover has a real Mil-
Std-1913 accessory rail for attaching a 
tactical light or laser. Embedded in the 
dust cover are the serial number and a 
scanable QR-style code.

The triggerguard was large. I fired the 
pistol with gloves and found no hang-ups. 
It is rounded at the front with a textured 
finish for those shooters who grab on to 
it. The surface of the trigger is wide and 
smooth and slightly arched in the center. 
With the pad of my trigger finger on the 
trigger I could control groups downrange. 
The articulated trigger requires that the 
bottom portion of the trigger be pulled/

FN FNS-40

The pistol’s Picatinny 
rail allows users to 

attach lights, lasers 
and other accessories.

The FNS-40 
utilizes a solid 

recoil rod with a 
flat coil spring.

The frame has a significant beavertail that 
should protect against “slide bite.”

“With this...pistol’s balance,  
  looks and performance, FN provides 
a quality product that’s rugged and  
  reliable enough to get the job done.”
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pressed to fire the pistol. On average, 
the trigger pull was 5.75 pounds. The 
trigger was as consistent as it can be on 
a striker-fired weapon, meaning I like it. 
Trigger reset was short and acceptable; 
I could hear the distinct trigger reset 
sound after each shot. 

The 10- or 14-round magazines sport 
a basepad that creates a slight shelf to 
keep your small finger steady on the 
front strap. Magazine bodies are metal 
and use a polymer follower. I found the 
magazine easy to load, even to capacity. 
There are no sharp magazine lips to cut 
or abrade your thumbs.

The FNS-40 was simple to field strip 
into five main components: magazine, 
frame, barrel, recoil spring and slide. 
Unload and remove the magazine, lock 
the slide in its rearward position with the 
slide stop and then rotate the takedown 
lever downward to the six o’clock posi-
tion. While controlling the slide, release 
the slide stop and squeeze the trigger 
to release the striker. You can then pull 
the slide off the frame. Gently compress 
the recoil spring along the guide rod 
to release it from the barrel, then the 
barrel tips out of the slide. Once disas-
sembled, the interior of the pistol was 
well machined, stamped and molded. 
That’s what I expected from FN. Those 

     specifications

FN FNS-40

Caliber  .40 S&W

Barrel  4 inches

OA Length  7.25 inches

Weight  27.5 ounces (empty)

Grips  Polymer

Sights  Fixed

Action  Striker-fired

Finish   Silver slide, black frame

Capacity   14+1

MSRP   $749

During testing, 
the 14-round 
magazine 
dropped freely 
every time the 
mag release 
was pressed.
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HOLSTER TEST RIDE

Gene DeSantis has built a 
reputation as one of America’s 
premier law enforcement holster 

manufacturers. He is credited with 
countless innovations in shoulder 
holsters and concealed carry belt, 
inside-the-waistband (IWB) and pocket 
holsters. Now, DeSantis has done away 
with the holster altogether. The Rail 
Ryder is an injection-molded IWB belt 
clip that mounts to a standard-length 
Picatinny rail, making any sidearm it’s 
mounted on easily concealable inside 
the wearer’s waistband. 

BIT OF HISTORY: The concept 
of the belt clip actually predates the 
holster. Long, ornate steel clips have 
been screwed into the frames of 
wheelock pistols as far back as the late 
16th century. Then, the clip was used 
to secure the pistol, which was usually 
over 2 feet long, to the outside of the 
wearer’s clothing. The clip was often 
suspended from a wide leather belt 
used to carry a sword’s scabbard. In 
the mid 1800s and during the Civil War, 
steel clips were mounted on percus-
sion revolvers—screwed to the back 
of the frame and curved to go over the 
cylinder—as a means of better secur-
ing a weapon to a waist belt.

The Clipdraw is a similar device 
made for revolvers and preferable to 
simply stuffing a revolver into your 
pants and hoping it will stay put. A 
J-Frame-size revolver grip clip has an 
extended lip to catch the waistband or 
belt. Still, nothing really secures a gun 

like that foolproof, 
centuries-old belt  
clip. Today, belt clips 
are readily available for 
small .380 ACP semi-
autos like the Kel-Tec and other small- 
to medium-frame pistols. But when it 
comes to stashing a large-frame pistol 
with a Picatinny rail, the options are 
few. That is where the Rail Ryder from 
DeSantis comes in. 

RYDING THE RAIL: DeSantis’ 
device is designed to slide onto the 
Picatinny rail and solidly lock in place 
with a tensioned catch, which can only 
be released when lifted out of the rail 
notch by either a shell case lip or, ide-
ally, the edge of a coin. A quarter works 
perfectly. Once mounted, any medium- 
or large-frame semi-auto equipped 
with a Picatinny rail can be instantly 
converted into an IWB sidearm, one 
that stays solidly put.

RAIL SECURITY: For an evalu-
ation of the Rail Ryder I went all in and 
opted for as big a gun as I could com-
fortably carry: a .45 ACP Baby Desert 
Eagle. The gun weighs 2.25 pounds 
empty and has an overall length of 7.5 
inches, 4.5 inches of which goes down 
inside your pants waist.

I like this gun with the Rail Ryder 
for several reasons. The first is its DA/
SA action with a decocker. The CZ 75 
design (and any other DA/SA or DAO 
with a decocker and manual safety) is 
preferable for IWB carry since there 
is virtually no chance of an accidental 
discharge on drawing the gun. Yes, it is 
a beat or two slower to get into action, 
but the added safety margin when the 
barrel is on the inside of your waist-
band is worth it. Second, the Rail Ryder 
allows one to carry a slightly larger 
gun as it adds almost nothing to the 
dimensions and does away with the 
added bulk of an IWB holster. Third, as 
for ease of draw, the high-strength, in-
jection-molded belt clip keeps the gun 
placed firmly, but a straight upward 
pull easily releases it from the belt.

As an easy means of carrying a 
large-frame semi-auto concealed, the 
Rail Ryder gets the job done for $19.99. 
For more information, visit desan-
tisholster.com or call 800-424-1236. 
                                   —DENNIS ADLER

FN FNS-40

DESANTIS  
RAIL RYDER

DeSantis’ Rail 
Ryder locks 

onto a pistol’s 
Picatinny rail 

for IWB carry.
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of us accustomed to polymer-framed, 
striker-fired pistols will find the guts of 
the FNS-40 familiar. The takedown lever 
is embedded into the side of the pistol’s 
frame and is also snag-free.

 RANGE WORKOUT
My test FNS-40 had a distinct preference 
for certain brands, namely Winchester 
White Box and Winchester PDX1. The FN 
tolerated the Federal Hydra-Shok ammo, 
but I needed to make sure I did good work 
with the trigger press and grip. This is 
not to say all FNS-40s will react the same 
way with the same ammo. I am splitting 
hairs since the difference between the 
groups with the Winchester ammo and 
the Federal ammo was about 1 inch. 
The FNS-40 is not a target pistol; it is 
designed for military and law enforce-
ment applications, and it provided superb 
accuracy for a duty pistol.

At the other end of the spectrum are 
handloads. I tried some handloads that 
I have used for Glock Sport Shooting 
Foundation (GSSF) competition. I was 
amazed at the accuracy. At 25 yards, and 
using my shooting bag as a rest, I was 
able to cluster 10 rounds into one ragged 
hole. I had to look twice at the target. 
Like I said, this pistol is a great example 
of why numerous types of factory ammo 
need to be run through a new gun, as 
well as how handloading can really 
optimize a weapon’s accuracy potential. 
There were no mishaps at all. The FNS-
40 worked like a champ.

 PARTING SHOTS 
The FNS-40 should find appeal among 
law enforcement agencies and the con-
cealed carry defense community. With 
this polymer-framed, striker-fired pis-
tol’s balance, looks and performance, FN 
provides a quality product that’s rugged 
and reliable enough to get the job done. 
For more information, visit fnhusa.com or 
call 703-288-3500. 

FN FNS-40

load (factory)      velocity  accuracy

handload               velocity  accuracy

     performance

FN FNS-40 .40 S&W

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 25 yards.

Federal 150 1,125 2.87 
Hydra-Shok JHP

Winchester PDX1 963 1.87 
180 JHP

Winchester White Box 964 1.75 
180FMJ

Handload 180 JHP 1,027 1.43
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      COVERT
   CARRY
  1911s 

Specifications   
Caliber49mm

Barrel43 inches

OA Length46.6 inches

Weight427 ounces (empty)

Grips4G10

Sights4Tritium three-dot

Action4SA

Finish4Black hardcoat anodized  
frame, satin stainless slide

Capacity49+1

MSRP4$1,345

SPRINGFIELD EMP 
This is truly an example of a fine-tuned classic. 
Introduced in 2007 as the Enhanced Micro Pistol 
(EMP), the pistol’s action is 0.125 inches shorter than 
Springfield’s full-sized 1911. This allows for a shorter grip 
radius and provides excellent control. The overall dimen-
sions are some of the smallest out there, and it’s loaded 
with features and an impressive magazine capacity. 
 (springfield-armory.com; 800-680-6866)T

The very name of the 1911 pistol is a testament to the design’s lon-

gevity, reliability and versatility. These qualities have caused the 

pistol’s popularity to not only remain constant since its advent, but to 

spike sharply in recent years. It is the pinnacle of what a semi-auto 

pistol strives to be and rides in many concealed carry holsters. 

With so many small companies offering custom and small-run 

1911s, along with many of the major handgun manufacturers bring-

ing their own versions to market, there are a lot of guns for the 

shooter to choose from. 

As classic .45s, higher-capacity 9mm’s and match-grade target 

pistols, the 1911 has a potential home with every shooter. Its thin 

profile has always made it a popular and comfortable CCW gun. But 

the classic has corners and controls that can snag too easily, and 

print through clothing. These pistols, however, are 1911s modified 

for CCW without sacrificing features or reliability for compactness.

          BY DAVID MACCAR

Classic designs downsized to deliver  
compact .380 to .45 ACP threat response!
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Specifications   
Caliber4.380 ACP

Barrel42.75 inches

OA Length45.6 inches

Weight424 ounces 

Grips4Synthetic

Sights4Fixed

Action4SA

Finish4Matte black

Capacity46+1

MSRP4$651

Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP, 9mm 

Barrel43 inches

OA Length46.75 inches

Weight424 ounces (.45), 25 ounces (9mm)

Grips4Hogue Wraparound

Sights4Novak Carry

Action4SA

Finish4Brushed stainless

Capacity47+1 (.45), 8+1 (9mm)

MSRP4$1,098

Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP

Barrel43 inches

OA Length46.8 inches

Weight425 ounces (empty)

Grips4Crimson trace Lasergrips

Sights4Dot rear, fiber-optic front

Action4SA

Finish4KimPro II

Capacity47+1

MSRP4$1,393

KIMBER MICRO CARRY
From a company synonymous with precision 1911s 
comes the Kimber Micro Carry. It’s as compact as can 
be and somewhat uniquely chambered in .380 ACP, 
a popular self-defense round offering excellent recoil 
recovery for follow-up target acquisition. Simple, clean 
and functional with nothing unnecessary on board, this 
is a great option as a backup pistol or as a CCW firearm 
for shooters with smaller hands. (kimberamerica.com;  
888-243-4522)

COLT DEFENDER SERIES
From the original manufacturer of the 1911 comes the Colt 
Defender series. With a wonderfully contoured, full-sized 
grip, it’s easy to handle yet compact and solid as a ham-
mer. It’s a reliable workhorse, available in either .45 ACP 
or 9mm, that can handle lots of range practice and many 
hours in the holster. (colt.com; 800-962-2658)

KIMBER ULTRA CARRY TLE II (LG)
Here’s what Kimber’s concept of CCW looks like 
with the bells and whistles blaring. Featuring reduced 
dimensions and a light weight, plus power and magazine 
capacity along with Crimson Trace Lasergrips, the TLE 
II is truly a complete carry package with a refined edge. 
Rounded and blended edges and a beveled magazine 
well ensure a clean draw every time. (kimberamerica.
com; 888-243-4522)

      COVERT
   CARRY
  1911s Specifications   

Caliber4.45, 9mm 

Barrel43.5 inches

OA Length47.5 inches

Weight433.6 ounces

Grips4Hogue Diamondwood or Hogue OD

Finish4Cerakote (OD, pewter, brushed nickel)

Sights4Novak Carry

Action4SA

Capacity47+1

MSRP4$741

CITADEL M-1911
Available through Legacy Sports, the Citadel M-1911 is 
comes in full size or compact sizes with wood or Hogue 
synthetic grips. Compacts are available in .45 ACP or 
9mm. These M-1911 semi-autos pack a lot of extra fea-
tures without the extra price. The new Cerakote models 
(shown) provide an attractive finish, but more important-
ly, the most durable protection against corrosion, impact 
and scratches. Compacts comes with two 7-round 
mags. (legacysports.com; 800-553-4229)
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CCW ROUNDUP

Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP

Barrel44.25 inches

OA Length47.75 inches

Weight435 ounces

Grips4Checkered wood

Sights4Fixed, three-dot

Action4SA

Finish4Stainless or Gen4

Capacity47+1

MSRP4$2,945 

Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP

Barrel43 inches

OA Length46.85 inches

Weight425.8 ounces

Grips4Checkered walnut

Sights4Adjustable rear, dovetailed front

Action4SA

Finish4Matte black

Capacity46+1

MSRP4$946

ED BROWN EXECUTIVE CARRY
Clean and classic with all the necessary features and nothing 
extraneous, Ed Brown’s Executive Carry sports the classic Ed 
Brown Bobtail housing, which reduces the projecting butt of the 
mainspring housing without sacrificing the full grip size or magazine 
capacity. The slide has been reduced to just 4.25 inches, providing 
minimal printing, a lighter weight in an all-steel gun and a design 
that pushes the limits of John Browning’s original design.  
(edbrown.com; 573-565-3261)

MAGNUM RESEARCH
DESERT EAGLE 1911U 
The Desert Eagle 1911U was showcased recently in the pages of CH. 
Author Mike Detty summed it up best: “The DE1911U possesses one 
of the best triggers of any 1911 I’ve tested. It breaks right at 3.5 pounds 
with very little creep and no overtravel. The trigger itself tracks straight 
back and forth without any binding or play. It has a very positive reset, 
and that made rapid shooting very easy. Firing controlled pairs at steel 
targets set up at 15 yards, I managed splits, or time between shots, of 
28 hundredths of a second—nearly as fast as I can do with a steel-
framed, full-size gun!” (magnumresearch.com; 508-635-4273)
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Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP

Barrel43 inches

OA Length46.5 inches

Weight424 ounces 

Grips4VZ G10

Sights4Trijicon night

Action4SA

Finish4Ionbond

Capacity48+1

MSRP4$1,399

Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP

Barrel43 inches

OA Length46.5 inches

Weight431 ounces (empty)

Grips4Polymer

Sights4Dot rear, fiber-optic front

Action4SA

Finish4Nitride/anodize or stainless steel

Capacity410+1

MSRP4$884

PARA  
EXECUTIVE  
CARRY
For those who simply cannot abide a short-
grip pistol, the Executive Carry strikes a 
unique balance between size and conceal-
ability. It has a full-sized grip under a very 
short barrel (3 inches) and slide (5.125 
inches). It also features an Ed Brown 
Bobtail frame for optimal concealment, 
minimal printing and maximum grip, mak-
ing it perfect for everyday carry, especially 
in a shoulder rig. And because of its shape, 
it will fit in most full-size 1911 holsters.  
(para-usa.com; 888-999-9386)

PARA  
WARTHOG 
Para is famous for its high-capacity, wide-
frame 1911s, breaking from the traditional 
single-stack magazine. The Warthog is 
much the same design, only with a 3-inch 
barrel and a shortened grip, reducing the 
capacity from 14 to 10 rounds. A bumper on 
the magazine allows the shooter to get all 
three fingers on the butt for better control. 
The Warthog is tiny, extremely concealable, 
has all-steel construction and a nice weight, 
and allows for great control with such a small 
gun. (para-usa.com; 888-999-9386)
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Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP, 9mm

Barrel43.24 inches 

OA Length47 inches

Weight423.4 ounces (.45 ACP)

Grips4STI Ultra Thin G10

Sights4Fixed

Action4SA

Finish4Matte black Cerakote

Capacity46+1 (.45 ACP), 7+1 (.40), 8+1 (9mm)

MSRP4$1,472

STI SHADOW
Built on an aluminum Officer’s Model frame, 
the lightweight Shadow will be easy for any 
1911 shooter to handle right out of the box. 
Low-profile tritium sights provide easy target 
acquisition and help prevent snags on the 
draw. With a flared ejection port and bull barrel, 
the Shadow is a fine example of a high-quality 
CCW 1911 from a respected manufacturer.  
(stiguns.com; 512-819-0656)

Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP, .357 SIG

Barrel44.2 inches

OA Length47.7 inches

Weight438.8 ounces

Grips4Hogue G10

Sights4Low profile night

Action4SA

Finish4Nitron

Capacity48+1 (.45 ACP), 9+1 (.357 SIG)

MSRP4$1,242

SIG SAUER 1911  
CARRY NIGHTMARE
It might be called “Nightmare,” but it’s a 
dream to shoot, and to look at! For those who 
prefer a heavier, more full-sized pistol with 
a thin profile, the shortened Carry version of 
Sig’s 1911 design abides with a rounded butt 
and Hogue grips, making for a clean draw 
and a secure grip in any situation. Available 
in .45 ACP and .357 SIG, it rides best in a 
crossdraw or open-loop belt holster.  
(sigsauer.com; 866-345-6744)

CCW ROUNDUP
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Specifications   
Caliber4.45 ACP

Barrel43.6 inches

OA Length48.38 inches

Weight437.5 ounces

Grips4Checkered walnut

Sights4Adjustable rear, front blade

Action4SA

Finish4Parkerized

Capacity47+1

MSRP4$585

Specifications   
Caliber49mm

Barrel43.6 inches

OA Length47.2 inches

Weight425.2 ounces (empty)

Grips4G10 Starburst

Sights4Battlesight rear, fiber-optic front

Action4SA

Finish4Matte black

Capacity48+1

MSRP4$3,875

TAYLOR’S TACTICAL 
1911 COMPACT CARRY 
The Compact Carry pistol provides comfort and 
versatility for a shooter because of its compo-
nents and size. The semi-auto Compact Carry 
model is chambered in .45 ACP and holds 
seven rounds. Its snag-free sights include a 
Novak-style rear and a dovetail-mounted front. 
Featuring a high-sweep beavertail grip safety 
and a GI thumb safety, this 1911 pistol is de-
signed for carrying, comfort and ease of use. 
(taylorsfirearms.com; 540-722-2017)

WILSON COMBAT 
ULTRALIGHT SENTINEL 
This is the smallest, lightest pistol made by 
the always-reliable Wilson Combat. Made 
with top-tier components and optimized for 
high-performance 9mm loads, the Ultralight 
Sentinel is designed for concealment with a 
rounded butt frame that’s 0.5 inches shorter 
than a standard compact, with the pistol’s grip 
guiding the hand immediately into the shooting 
position. It’s one of the best Wilson Combat 
has to offer, and it’s just plain tough looking. 
(wilsoncombat.com; 800-955-4856)
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XR45-S

POCKET GUN TESTFIRE 

          BY DENNIS ADLER

     The “Shorty” comes up huge  
 when it comes to innovation,  
  power and extreme accuracy.  
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BBuilding a smaller .45 ACP semi-auto 
pistol has been the aspiration of gun-
makers since the Colt Commander was 
introduced in 1950. Since then, 1911s 
and other semi-autos chambered for 
the venerable .45 ACP cartridge have 
been designed and redesigned count-
less times, in an effort to get as much 
gun into as small a package as possible. 
The boundaries for such a project were 
pretty much established by specialist 
armsmakers like Para USA, Kimber and 
Springfield Armory, the latter with its 
1911 designs and its polymer-framed 
XD-S, which became the smallest .45 
ACP semi-automatic pocket pistol ever 
produced. Until now.

 HISTORIC ORIGINS
When armsmaker and inventor Arne 
Boberg developed the innovative XR 
Series of 9mm semi-autos, he always 
intended to figure out how to take it one 
step further and make the same gun in 
.45 ACP. Like the XR9-S and later XR9-L, 
the XR45-S took time to engineer. But 
this is getting way ahead of the story.

The Boberg design is a kind of time-

less amalgam of ideas. Some of these 
ideas date back more than a century, and 
Arne Boberg has studied and improved 
upon them, finding the flaws that made 
some of them eventual failures (like 
the Gabbett-Fairfax semi-auto) and 
combined them with one of John M. 
Browning’s earliest designs, his 1897 
patent for the rotating barrel system. 

How these two disparate designs from 
the past work into Boberg’s 21st-century 
pistol requires an innate understanding 
of firearms and an ability to interpret, 
alter and, in the case of the XR Series, 
reinvent them and change the way they 
function. Many have tried; history is lit-
tered with failed firearms designs. But 
Boberg’s system may prove to be one of 
the rare successes.

 REVERSE-FEED .45
The Boberg design begins with a simple 
premise: Change the way you load the 
gun. Since the invention of removable 
magazines this has been done by insert-
ing the loaded magazine into the grip (un-
less you want to go back to the Mauser 
“Broomhandle,” which offered one 

version with a detachable box magazine) 
and positioning the first round behind the 
feeding ramp so that it can be chambered 
by cycling the gun’s slide. Traditionally, 
rounds are loaded into a magazine with 
the bullet nose at a slightly upright angle, 
to allow smooth chambering.

Boberg turned this all around. His 
semi-autos use a reverse-feeding maga-
zine that loads rounds from the back, 
nose down, and a slide that extracts 
them from the rear of the magazine. The 
cartridge is then moved to a lifter that 
positions it to be gripped by dual extrac-
tors in the slide and pushed directly 
into the rotating barrel breech as the 
slide closes. This design eliminates the 
need for a feed ramp; a Boberg barrel 
is as flush at the breech end as it is at 
the muzzle. This single change allows a 
longer barrel length within the same size 
slide and frame. The difference amounts 
to anywhere from one half to a full inch 
without increasing the gun’s overall 
dimensions. With the XR45-S, the gun’s 
3.75-inch barrel takes up the same space 
as a 3.3-inch barrel in a similarly sized 
.45 ACP semi-auto subcompact.

The author found the 
XR45-S had less recoil 
than most subcompact 

.45-caliber semi-autos.

“In weight and balance, the XR45-S 
   feels like a smaller-caliber handgun
 with a center of balance that falls
       perfectly into the hand...”

XR45-S
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The XR45-S also puts down a smaller 
footprint without creating a firearm that 
has excessively harsh recoil. This is due 
to the Boberg’s internal design, which 
relies on the rotation of the barrel to help 
reduce recoil. 

“Most of today’s 9mm and larger 
caliber subcompacts have one thing in 
common,” explained Arne Boberg, “they 
are chopped-down versions of full-sized 
guns. What you have are shorter barrels 
and shorter grips, all of which can com-
promise accuracy and create guns with 
harsh recoil.”

With a traditional Browning short-
recoil design, the barrel and slide move 
back in unison during initial recoil until 
the barrel reaches the point where the 
shaft on the slide release lever, which 
either passes through a swivel link on the 
barrel or acts against a solid camming 
lug, stops the barrel’s rearward motion 
and forces it to tilt down and disengage 
from the slide, allowing it to continue 
back, extract the spent shell casing and 
cock the gun. The Boberg operates on an 
entirely different principle.

When the Boberg is fired, the barrel 
moves back in unison with the slide about 
0.125 inches and then begins to rotate 

BOBERG XR45-S

Cartridges are pulled 
from the rear of the 
magazine and raised 
to a lifter before being 
chambered. This 
eliminates the need for 
a feed ramp and allows 
for a longer barrel. 

4
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23 degrees counter-clockwise before 
unlocking from the slide, which then 
continues its rewards travel. The barrel 
remains parallel to the slide, rather than 
tilting down as in traditional short-recoil 
designs, and thus the Boberg barrel 
never leaves horizontal alignment. The 
primary advantage here is the reduc-
tion in recoil, a longer locking delay for 
higher-velocity (+P) ammunition, as well 
as improved accuracy since the bar-
rel does not have to tilt back up before 
reengaging the slide.

Beretta takes a similar approach 
with the PX4 Storm (on a slightly larger 
scale), but in order for the Boberg de-
sign to work it requires more than a 
rotating barrel. It needs another innova-
tion based in part on another historic 
design: a reverse-feeding magazine.

When inserted, the magazine in a 
Boberg sits under the barrel breech, 
rather than behind it as in other semi-
autos. By placing the rounds beneath 
the barrel breech, the frame and slide 
can be shortened proportionately. 
When the Boberg discharges, the next 
cartridge is drawn from the back of the 
magazine, brought up to the level of the 
rotating barrel and inserted straight into 
the chamber as the slide closes.

In the Boberg, the fresh cartridge is 
held by the slide just like the Gabbett-
Fairfax design, but the top of Fairfax’s 
gun was open at this point, and the in-
ertia on the cartridge as it was stripped 
from the magazine often caused it to 
flip up, fly straight back and out of the 
gun before it could be chambered. 
That ultimately spelled the end of the 
Gabbett-Fairfax. The Boberg design 
keeps the cartridge held under the cover 
of the slide, where it is grasped by the 
dual extractors and carried forward to 
be chambered. Envision a robotic arm 

     specifications

BOBERG XR45-S

Caliber  .45 ACP +P

Barrel 3.75 inches

OA Length 5.77 inches

Weight 22 ounces

Grips Polymer

Sights Three-dot

Action DAO

Finish Matte black frame,  
 stainless slide

Capacity 6+1

MSRP $1,199

As the slide closes, the 
next round is directly fed 

into the barrel breech, 
ready to be fired.  

When the Boberg is 
fired, the next round is 

extracted from the back 
of the magazine by an 

internal loading system.

“The XR45-S…puts down a smaller 
footprint without creating a firearm 
that has excessively harsh recoil.”
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BOBERG XR45-S

picking up an object from a shelf and 
then placing it on the shelf above. That’s 
more or less what is happening inside the 
Boberg as a round is removed from the 

magazine and loaded into the chamber.
In building the Boberg it was also 

essential to reduce carry weight as well 
as size. The XR Series models use a 
lightweight, aircraft-grade aluminum 
frame with a deep backstrap arch, 
combined with a stainless steel slide that 
has eight deeply cut rear serrations. The 
XR45-S has an overall length of just 5.77 
inches, a height of 4.4 inches, a 1.08-inch 
width and a weight of only 22 ounces. 
The exterior design features a large, oval 
triggerguard integral to the frame. The 
Boberg is a double-action-only (DAO) 
design with a very smooth trigger pull, 
a passive firing pin safety and a flat, 
paddle-shaped hammer. In weight and 
balance, the XR45-S feels like a smaller-
caliber handgun with a center of balance 

that falls perfectly into the hand with the 
little finger tucked under the magazine. 

Internally, this is a very different gun 
compared to other semi-autos. It has 

specific maintenance requirements, 
including 22 lubrication points during 
cleaning and a special (supplied and 
available) moly-based anti-seize lubri-
cant that needs to be applied to the gun’s 
removable locking block during routine 
cleaning. It is interesting that with all 
the minutiae for proper internal lubri-
cation, the Boberg is designed for very 
easy field stripping with a single, large 
takedown lever. The disassembly process 
is straightforward, with only three parts 
to remove from the slide.

 ON THE FIRING LINE
While the XR45-S is comparatively nar-
row for a .45 ACP, your hand really wraps 
around the grips. The very deep arch of 
the backstrap allows 1.25 inches of the 

“…the Boberg has a taste for Sig Sauer’s 
200-grain JHP, which consistently printed 
five-round groups averaging 1.75 inches…”
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frame and slide to rest over the web of 
your hand, so it is a really solid grasp. 
Average trigger pull on the test sample 
was 6.25 pounds, measured on a Lyman 
trigger pull gauge. 

The hammer-fired Boberg has a 
unique flat hammer that doubles as a 
dustcover at the back of the slide. When 
the trigger is pulled, the hammer panel 
comes back just like a traditional ham-
mer would, only it is flat.

Chambering the first round (which 
is necessary on every reload) is not 
overly difficult because the Boberg 
has a remarkably light recoil spring 
and pencil-lead-thin guide rod, which, 
rather than being under the barrel, run 
parallel down the left side of the slide. 
They are also removed from the rear of 

At only 4.4 inches in height, the 6+1 
capacity Boberg is very pocket friendly.

     performance

BOBERG XR45-S .45ACP

load               velocity  accuracy

Barnes TAC-XPD 185 +P 845 1.75

Federal Premium 800 3.25 
230 Hydra-Shok JHP

Sig Sauer Elite 858 1.75 
Performance 200 JHP 

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 15 yards.
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the slide when field stripping. The tip of 
the guide rod (which is pointed) actually 
protrudes through the front of the frame 
and extends next to the barrel when the 
slide recoils. Since the slide does not 
lock back after the last round is fired, it is 
wise to count your shots. Additionally, the 
magazine release takes a solid press and 
the mag itself has to be withdrawn from 
the grip frame, so a quick tactical reload 
is more challenging. 

Test ammunition consisted of Federal 
Premium 230-grain Hydra-Shok JHP, Sig 
Sauer 200-grain Elite Performance JHP 
and Barnes TAC-XPD 185-grain +P. Since 
the XR45-S is designed for +P ammo (and 
can also fire .45 Super), personal defense 
ammo was the choice all around. The 
Barnes 185-grain is specifically designed 
for a higher velocity and reduced recoil, 
and it clocked 845 feet per second (fps) 
with a ProChrono chronograph. Sig 
Sauer cleared the traps at 858 fps, which 
was the fastest. The heavy 230-grain 
Federal Premium flew at 800 fps. Law 
Enforcement Targets’ IPSC competition 
silhouettes were set up at a measured 
distance of 15 yards and all tests were 
done using a Weaver stance and two-
handed hold.  The trigger pull felt very 
smooth with no stacking and a quick 
reset, making the XR45-S pistol easy to 
shoot consistently.

If a handgun can show a decided 
preference for one brand of ammuni-
tion over another, the Boberg has a taste 
for Sig Sauer’s 200-grain JHP, which 
consistently printed five-round groups 
averaging 1.75 inches, with two overlap-
ping shots. Barnes 185-grain +P came 
next, with one failure to feed out of 50 
rounds and an impressive 1.75-inch best 
group, with three overlapping. Also with 
one failure to feed, Federal Premium had 
the widest spread, with a best five-shot 
group of 3.25 inches. 

 PARTING SHOTS
In terms of handling, the Boberg is fast 
to shoot but slow to reload. The light 
trigger pull, noticeably reduced recoil 
and impressive consistency are counter-
balanced by its quirky magazine loading, 
the slide not locking back after the last 
round is fired and a higher-than-normal 
potential for a failure to feed with certain 
types of ammo. Overall, this is a very im-
pressive handgun to shoot. It is smaller 
than any other .45 ACP on the market, 
lightweight, accurate, easy to field strip 
and, despite its few shortcomings, not a 
gun likely to disappear into the annals of  
history. For more, visit bobergarms.com 
or call 651-287-0617. 

BOBERG XR45-S
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FIGHTING FRAG .45
GUNCRAFTER IND.

combathandguns.com

CUSTOM SPOTLIGHT 

Guncrafter 
Industries’ 
FRAG 1911 is 
a handmade, 
custom-designed 
pistol built from 
the ground up for 
optimum self-
defense in the 
real world.

very time an “expert” 
tells me the 1911 is dead 
it makes me wonder 

what planet they are living on. 
There is no doubt that polymer 
pistols are on the rise. They 
are simple, can be inexpensive 
and generally work well. They 
make it easy for those with no 
interest in anything beyond 
practicality. However, the idea 
the 1911 is some antiquated 
dinosaur no one wants is just 
pure fantasy. Having carried 
and used a 1911 pistol for 
over three decades, they have 
never been more popular,  
nor have they seen such  
broad appeal. 

Once relegated to two or 
three real choices on the mar-
ket, 1911 users now have doz-
ens of makes, models and cali-
bers to choose from. Imports 
are available at below the cost 
of your favorite polymer pistol. 
Custom pistols reach the sky 
in cost and can be configured 
in any way you care to afford. 
Steel or alloy construction al-
lows for customization reaching 
levels of artistry. Even the poly-
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FIGHTING FRAG .45
GUNCRAFTER IND.

mer pistol crowd is jumping 
on that bandwagon. Not ev-
eryone wants a hunk of metal 
or plastic you “just shoot.” 
Seeing polymer pistols with 
customized slides, stippled 
frames and $2,000 price tags 
only serves to prove my point. 
Gun buyers in America want 
choices, and currently there 
are many when it comes to 
the 1911 platform.

Custom-built 1911 pistols 
intended to provide the ut-
most in reliability with a mini-
mum of features represent 
one of the increasingly popu-
lar segments of the market. 
Designed for serious work 
and carry, they include only 
the features that have proven 
essential over decades of use. 
While some factory pistols are 
built on the same premise, 
many buyers still want the 
personal touch of a custom-
built pistol. They just have a 
feel like no other. One com-
pany dedicated to this market 
is Guncrafter Industries. 
More widely known for its .50 
GI cartridge and pistols, the 

company also makes some of 
the best .45 ACP 1911-style 
pistols you can acquire.

 HAND-BUILT 
HARDWARE
My introduction to Alex 
Zimmermann and Guncrafter 
Industries came in the form 
of a Commander-sized .50 GI 
pistol, the M3. It was a pistol 
and caliber that became 
one of my favorites for daily 
carry and use. Built to incred-
ibly high standards, it was 
simple, rugged, accurate 
and reliable. Later testing 
of Guncrafter’s Pistol With 
No Name acquainted me 
with the company’s .45 ACP 
pistols. Built to the same high 
standards, it lacked what I 
call the “billboard array” seen 
on many pistols these days. 
Thanks to laser engraving 
machines, many 1911 pistols 
might as well be advertising 
billboards. This pistol had no 
markings on the slide other 
than those required by the 
ATF. It went with me to every 
training school or shooting 

event, occasionally covering 
for more costly pistols that 
failed. It was the epitome of a 
fighting 1911 pistol. When the 
chance to test Guncrafter’s 
latest iteration of this design 
came up I jumped on it. The 
FRAG starts with the same 
premise and adds a few im-
provements. 

“FRAG” refers to the 
checkering pattern on the 
grip, frontstrap and main-

spring housing. Rather than 
checkering, the company 
provides a series of squares 
resembling old World War 
II-era “pineapple” hand gre-
nades. The premise for this 
is it allows for a better grip 
with less wear and tear on the 
hands. Over the years, check-
ering has become more ag-
gressive. It locks the pistol in 
place, especially with gloves. 
For some, myself included, 

Guncrafter’s FRAG 
treatment provides 

a solid firing grip for 
any conditions you 

might encounter.

Hands on the hand-crafted,  
     ultra-tough and accurate  
1911 that is redefining the  
      fighting pistol standard!
           BY DAVID BAHDE   PHOTOS BY STEVE WOODS
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the more aggressive the better. With CNC 
machines becoming the norm, all kinds 
of different patterns are now available. 
The FRAG pattern was first seen on grips 
and many shooters liked it, prompting the 
same treatment for this pistol. 

 FRAG FEATURES 
The FRAG starts with a forged frame and 
slide that is hand fit. Make no mistake, 
there is nothing “production” about 
GI’s pistols. Every one is hand built by 
Zimmermann, his brother in law and 
Guncrafter’s experienced pistol builders. 
Slide-to-frame fit is perfectly matched, 
and the match-grade barrel is custom fit 
for reliability and the best possible ac-
curacy. Every part is tool steel and hand 
fit. The oversized, match-grade bushing 
fits tight but can be removed by hand. The 
pistol’s internals are fit by hand, resulting 
in one of the best triggers I’ve ever used 
in a 1911 pistol designed for hard use. It 
is crisp, predictable, breaks at 4.5 pounds 
and completely reliable. The thumb 
safety is crisp and set to just the right 
level of tension. Run your hands over the 
grip safety and there are no sharp edges; 
it is mated to the slide perfectly. Cocking 
serrations appear on the front and back 
of the slide, and the top of the slide fea-

GUNCRAFTER FRAG

The barrel and 
slide are hand fit 
for precision and 
reliability while 
still requiring 
no tools for 
disasssembly  
in the field. 

Note the gold 
bead front 
sight and 
the grooves 
on top of the 
slide, which 
reduce glare.

The serrated rear sight has  
a ledge for cocking the slide.



combathandguns.com March 2015    COMBAT HANDGUNS 41

tures tight grooves to reduce glare.
The robust sights are of Zimmer-

mann’s design. The rear has a nice ledge 
and no dots, which is my preference. 
The front sight is melted into the slide 
using a gold bead, a style that’s regaining 
popularity among longtime 1911 users. 
Easy to pick up in most lighting condi-
tions, they do not break like fiber-optic 
sights. Sharp edges are removed through 
a carry melt treatment that is subdued 
but noticeable. The only marking on the 
slide is “FRAG,” making this pistol sleek, 
clean and uncluttered. 

The frontstrap, mainspring housing 
and grip panels have the FRAG treat-
ment, and the well-fitted magazine well 
ensures fast reloads. The entire pistol is 
coated in Melonite, an extremely durable 
firearms finish. Each pistol is shipped in 
a Guncrafter cordura pistol case along 
with two Wilson Combat Elite eight-
round .45 ACP magazines. 

Initial testing consisted of 100 rounds 
of carry ammunition downrange to sight 
in. I then carried the GI FRAG over sev-
eral weeks in a new Milt Sparks Nexus 
holster. Carrying a full-sized pistol is the 

     specifications

GUNCRAFTER  
INDUSTRIES FRAG

Caliber  .45 ACP 

Barrel 5 inches

OA Length 8.7 inches

Weight 38 ounces (empty)

Grips Aluma-Grips

Sights Notch rear, gold bead front 

Action SA

Finish Melonite

Capacity 8+1

MSRP $3,285

“The pistol’s 
internals are fit 
by hand, resulting 
in one of the best 
triggers I’ve ever 
used in a 1911 
pistol designed 
for hard use.” 
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norm for me, and Milt Sparks has long 
made some of the best holsters you  
can buy for this task. The Nexus proved 
to be no exception. Fit and finish were 
superb and the pistol snapped into place, 
sitting perfectly on my hip. This holster 
included Milt Sparks’ new self-closing 
neodymium magnetic loop fasteners. 
Having used similar holsters for years, 
snapping them into place ranges from 
problematic to a complete pain. Those on 
the Nexus are the most secure and easi-
est snaps I’ve ever used. They fall right 
into place and never come loose. This 
holster carried several other 1911-style 
pistols with ease, and has stayed put car-
rying my Delta Elite.

In carrying the pistol with several types 
of covering garments, the FRAG treat-
ment never caused an issue with either  
draws or concealment, especially with  
this holster; it holds the pistol really  
close to the body. While the texturing on 
first-generation FRAG grip panels was 
deemed a little too aggressive by some, 
current grip panels have been tumbled to 
dull the edges. The texturing is far less 
aggressive while still providing a phenom-
enal grip on the pistol. All in all, my test 
Guncrafter FRAG carries concealed as 
well as any 1911 pistol. 

 FRAG ROCKING 
Accuracy with the FRAG was impressive. 
Every Guncrafter Industries pistol I’ve 
ever tested has been accurate, but this 
one particularly liked the Winchester 
230-grain SXT ammunition. My best group 
at 25 yards measured right at an inch. 
Everything else fell around 1.5 inches. 
Having watched Wilson Combat’s testers 
achieve similar results, it’s clearly pos-
sible, but it’s not the norm for me. Moving 
to real-world distances there was no 
difference. Firing three magazines (24 
rounds) into a 2-inch hole from off-hand 
at 15 yards, this pistol is as accurate as a 
1911 can get. 

Reliability is as expected: complete 
and flawless. Testing was completed with 
several magazines, primarily the Wilson 
Combat Elite magazine provided and my 
tried-and-true Chip McCormick power 
magazines using 10-8 Performance base-
pads. The FRAG worked with them all, 
including some older ACT magazines and 
Colt factory seven-rounders. 

Testing was completed with bare and 
gloved hands. The FRAG treatment on the 
pistol really locks things in place, yet it 
is pretty soft on the hands. Soft is always 
relative, but it is much easier on my hands 

GUNCRAFTER FRAG

     performance

GUNCRAFTER INDUSTRIES 
FRAG .45 ACP

load               velocity  accuracy

Federal 230 Tactical HST 894 1.40

Hornady 230 TAP 877 1.50

Speer 230 Gold Dot 915 1.74

Speer 200 Gold Dot +P 1,084 1.55

Winchester 900 1.00 
Ranger 230 SXT

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 25 yards. CONTINUED ON PAGE 974
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1911 TESTFIRE

The new Range 
Officer Compact 
lives up to its 
name with 
concealed-
carry-friendly 
dimensions.

SPRINGFIELD  ARMORY

          BY DENNIS ADLER

Forged, fit 
and sized 
just right 

to shine in 
competition 
or everyday 

concealed 
carry roles. 
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RO .45 ACP
       COMPACT

Springfield Armory is most famously known for 
its innovative polymer-framed 3.3 XD-S .45 ACP, 
the smallest production .45 ACP semi-auto in the 
world, but the company established its early reputa-
tion building Springfield versions of the legendary 
Model 1911. To this day, the company remains one of 
the leading custom manufacturers of high-quality, 
1911-style, semi-automatic pistols in the world. 

When the word “custom” comes into any descrip-
tion associated with a contemporary 1911 pistol the 
price becomes commensurate with the gun’s features, 
and Springfield has some 1911 models in its arsenal 
running upwards of $2,000. However, the experience 
Springfield has gained over the years in fine-tuning 
1911 actions, as well as building specialized frames, 
slides and barrels, has also given it the capability to 
produce a target-grade 1911 for what amounts to little 
more than the price of a standard pistol. Enter the 
Range Officer model.

Introduced in 2011, the Range Officer provided 
shooters with a competition-ready .45 ACP for under 
$1,000. For $989 the Range Officer delivers a 5-inch, 
stainless steel, match-grade barrel, a fully adjustable 
target rear sight, a handsomely Parkerized frame and 
slide, a flat mainspring housing, a beavertail grip safe-
ty, a Delta hammer, a speed trigger, a beveled maga-
zine well, a lowered and flared ejection port, diamond 
checkered walnut grips and two 7-round magazines. 

What you have is a pistol that shoots well beyond  
its price tag, and it even includes a Springfield  
carrying case, an injection-molded paddle holster  
and a double magazine pouch. So what more could  
you ask for?

The answer is the Range Officer Compact, a 4- 
inch-barreled version on an officer’s-sized frame 
designed for either competitive shooting or concealed 
carry use. It is the same high-quality pistol, but refined 
for a more specific purpose and fitted with some ad-
ditional upgrades and specialized features that set it 
apart from other compact 1911s in its price range. 

 TAKING COMMAND
When the test gun arrived, I had certain expectations 
before I even opened the case. And it was all there, 
everything I anticipated from Springfield, and a couple 
of things I didn’t. For one, unlike the Government 
model Range Officer, the RO Compact uses a polished 
bull barrel and has a dual recoil spring and full-length 
guide rod. Both were unexpected as these features 
generally run up the price. 

The 4-inch, match grade, stainless steel, bull barrel 
has a fully supported ramp and the full-length guide 
rod is surprisingly easy to remove when field stripping 
the RO Compact. To minimize carry weight, Springfield 
uses a forged aluminum alloy frame with a durable 
black hardcoat anodized finish, while the 6.25-inch-
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SPRINGFIELD  ARMORY The low-profile 
white dot rear 
sight has a nice 
square channel 
that aligns 
quickly with  
the bright red 
fiber-optic  
front sight.
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long slide is forged carbon steel with a 
black Parkerized finish. This is the same 
forged National Match frame and slide 
used on the Springfield Trophy Match 
and TRP models, and they provide a 
precision fit identical to these consider-
ably more expensive 1911s. At the rear 
are dovetailed, white-dot, low-profile, 
combat sights and on the business end 
Springfield uses a raised dovetailed 
blade with a red fiber-optic insert. 

Like the Government-sized Range 
Officer, the RO Compact has a flat, finely 
checkered mainspring housing, a raised 
palm swell and a beavertail grip safety 
(also all matte black), a serrated Delta-
style (skeletonized) hammer, a single-
sided thumb safety, a skeletonized 
speed trigger averaging a 5- to 6-pound 
pull, and the same lowered and flared 
ejection port. Although leaning more 
toward a concealed carry sidearm, the 
Range Officer Compact is equally suited 
for competition with the beavertail grip 
safety, an extended lightweight trigger 
and a flat mainspring housing, making 

it a very comfortable pistol to hold for 
extended range sessions. 

For concealment, the RO Compact 
has a grip frame that measures 5 inches 
from the base of the beveled magazine 
well to the top of the rear sight, a narrow 
grip width of 1.14 inches with Thinline 
Cross Cannon double-diamond cocobolo 
grips, an overall length of 7.6 inches 
and a carry weight of only 28.5 ounces 
(unloaded). While the smaller frame 
does cost you one round, dropping the 
total capacity to 6+1, the Range Officer 
Compact’s balance and ease of operation 
easily compensate for the tradeoff. 

Foregoing the often time-consuming 
methods for field stripping 1911s with 
full-length guide rods, the RO Compact 
has a quick takedown procedure by mak-
ing use of a simple plastic “takedown” 
piece that fits over the guide rod (with 
the slide locked back) to relieve spring 
tension and allow easy removal of the 
assembly from the slide. The slide stop 
lever pulls out and goes back in with 
little effort, so this gun is truly as easy to 

SPRINGFIELD RANGE OFFICER COMPACT

“…for a compact 1911, this new version  
         of the Springfield Armory Range Officer 
delivers the most gun for the money…”

Features include a flat  
mainspring housing, a beavertail grip 
safety and dovetailed combat sights.
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handle on the workbench as it is on the 
range. (This same takedown procedure 
is also used by Springfield for Micro 
Compact, Ultra Compact, V-10, Compact 
and Champion Models).

 SHINING AT THE  
SHOOTING RANGE
Over the last 30 odd years I’ve sent a 
lot of .45 hardball and tactical ammo 
downrange, and a finely built 1911 with 
a tuned action is a hard gun to beat for 
durability, accuracy and handling. The 
multitude of improvements made over 
the last 100-plus years since John M. 
Browning first designed the 1911 have 
made them very reliable guns that U.S. 
Special Forces, elite Marine units and 
many law enforcement agencies still 
prefer over more modern sidearms. As 
for the Springfield RO Compact, all the 
stars are aligned to make this an excel-
lent shooting and handling semi-auto.

On the range you immediately begin 
to find the features that rise to the occa-
sion. Having the bull barrel and full-
length guide rod are a plus, and since 
the takedown procedure is only slightly 
compromised by the upgrade, it is an ab-

“Although leaning more  
toward a concealed carry  
sidearm, the RO Compact is 
equally suited for competition…”

Caliber  .45 ACP

Barrel 4 inches

OA Length 7.6 inches

Weight 28.5 ounces (empty)

Grips Cocobolo

Sights White-dot rear,  
 fiber-optic front 

Action SA

Finish Parkerized

Capacity 6+1

MSRP $989

     specifications

SPRINGFIELD RANGE  
OFFICER COMPACT
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The author 
found the RO 
Compact  
very easy  
to handle.

Disassembly takes 
about a minute using 

the takedown piece to 
facilitate quick removal of 

the double recoil spring 
and full-length guide rod. 

Note the plastic 
takedown piece 

that fits over 
the guide rod.
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solute advantage. With the Springfield’s 
lightweight speed trigger and preci-
sion slide-to-frame fit, the skeletonized 
Delta hammer speeds up movement and 
improves lock time. Spent shell cases 
easily clear the lowered and flared ejec-
tion port and have less tendency to come 
back at you. This is particularly important 
to shooters like myself who are left eye 
dominant and right-handed, because 
our heads are not in the right place, so to 
speak. Lastly there is recoil management 
and sight acquisition. The double recoil 
spring, bull barrel and full-length guide 
rod all contribute to less felt recoil and 
faster sight acquisition between shots. 
The low-profile, white-dot rear sight has 
a nice square channel that aligns quickly 
with the bright red fiber-optic front sight, 
and this works well under a variety of 
lighting situations. Trigger pull on the 
test gun averaged 5.3 pounds, with 0.125 
inches of travel and a quick reset. 

Ammo choices were divided among 
three tactical loads with varying grain 
weights. On the light side was Hornady 
Critical Defense 185-grain FTX, in the 
middle was Sig Sauer’s new 200-grain 
Elite Performance JHP, and rounding out 
the mix was the heavy-hitting Federal 
Premium 230-grain Hydra-Shok JHP. 

The Hornady FTX left the RO Compact’s 
4-inch barrel at 910 feet per second (fps), 
the Sig Sauer load registered 850 fps and 
the Federal Hydra-Shok clocked 810 fps.

The RO Compact has excellent bal-
ance in the hand. Recoil was moderate 
with all three brands of ammo, and the 
gun shot just slightly below the point of 
aim with all ammo at 15 yards. Overall 
best groups averaged 1.75 inches fired 
off-hand. The best group measured 1.5 
inches with Federal rounds, and the Sig 
and Hornady loads shot similar groups 
measuring 1.75 inches.

  CLOSE-QUARTERS .45 
Overall, for a compact 1911, this new  
version of the Springfield Armory  
Range Officer delivers the most gun  
for the money (under $1,000) while  
providing premium features such as  
the bull barrel and full-length guide  
rod, precision slide-to-frame fit, excel-
lent combat sights, a lightweight trigger, 
very manageable recoil, and the accuracy 
demanded from a CQB sidearm. To find 
out more, visit springfield-armory.com  
or call 800-680-6866. 
Editor’s Note: As this article went to 
press, CH learned that the RO Compact 
will soon be available in 9mm. 

     performance

SPRINGFIELD RANGE  
OFFICER COMPACT .45 ACP

load               velocity  accuracy

Federal Premium 230 810 1.75 
Hydra-Shok JHP 
Hornady Critical 910 1.50
Defense 185 FTX
Sig Sauer 200 850 1.75 
Elite Performance JHP

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 15 yards.

SPRINGFIELD RANGE OFFICER COMPACT
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Quality
Craftsmanship

Republic Forge™, manufacturer of  World Class custom 

Model 1911 pistols delivers a unique blend of cutting-edge 

technology and custom craftsmanship.  Create your own 

style of elegance, appearance and character when you 

“Build Your Own Custom 1911” at our website today. 
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Made by Americans, for the Republic !



ou have probably heard of the 
Flashbang holster, sometimes called 
the “bra holster” because it attaches to 
the front center of the bra. It is a ladies-
only holster and probably the first truly 
new innovation since the introduction of 
Kydex. But have you heard of its creator, 
Lisa Looper?

Lisa is president and founder of 
Flashbang Holsters, as well as a shooter, 
a competitor, an instructor, a mom to 
three adorable sons, the wife to Bart 
Looper and a sincere and genuinely nice 
lady. Looper Brand was a family business 
that sold holsters, belts and equipment, 
primarily to law enforcement. Lisa start-
ed working in its retail store in Oklahoma 
City, where the company is based. There, 
she was encouraged to learn to shoot 
and to carry a gun. Her problem was that 
she couldn’t find a comfortable way to 
carry that also suited her style of dress, 
which she didn’t want to change, so she 
put off the decision.

The Big CCW Bang
One day, while getting gas with one of 
her young sons, a man (who she admits 
didn’t overtly present a threat) crossed 
her path and came between her and 
her baby. In that moment she knew she 
needed to be able to defend herself 
and her family, and the seeds of the 
Flashbang began to sprout.

The Flashbang was developed only 
four years ago, after a lot of hard work 
and trial and error. The original proto-
types were leather and included some-
thing akin to a “hot roller” clip to secure 
the gun. Lisa admitted that while it was 
functional, leather is porous and the 
idea of putting it next to sweaty skin day 
after day was, well, gross. Eventually, 
she came up with the system that is used 
now. Featuring a custom-molded mate-
rial called Boltaron, the Flashbang hol-
ster is a thermoplastic clamshell design 
that is deceptively simple and incredibly 
effective. It will hold your gun, keep it 

hidden but make it accessible in most 
apparel. The Flashbang in now molded 
to fit 65 specific gun models. There are 
countless YouTube videos to show you 
how to use it effectively, the best of which 
is “Flashbang Tips and Tricks.”

About nine years ago, Lisa took up 
shooting and soon after entered her 
first United States Practical Shooting 
Association competition, where she 
“made a terrible score but was hooked.” 
Lisa doesn’t compete as often as she 
would like, as now, with the business 
thriving, her time is more limited.

Lisa did find time to get her Pistol 
Instructor and Range Safety Officer cre-
dentials, however, and she even founded 
the Oklahoma City chapter of the A Girl 
& A Gun Shooting League, which she still 
participates in as often as she can. These 
days, Lisa is most interested in working 
with new female shooters on the range, 
helping them be comfortable and find joy 
in taking those first few tentative shots.
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Lisa Looper’s concealed carry innovations give women,  
and men too, the ability to strike back in a flash!   
                                                                                 BY LYNNE FINCH
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LADIES ONLY

WRONG GIRL, WRONG DAY!





Evolving Biz Plan
How does she do it all? Lisa gives a lot 
of credit to the special man in her life, 
Bart Looper. He takes excellent care of 
their sons when she is away at shows 
and conferences; he knows which boy 
prefers to brown bag it to school on a 
specific day because he doesn’t like what 
they are serving, who needs to be where 
and when, and keeps the family running 
smoothly. They split the major aspects 
of running the business: He is more 

the operational side, while she is more 
creative and deals more with the public. 
She also gives a lot of credit to her staff, 
who describe working for Flashbang 
as being almost like a party—informal, 
friendly and fun. Some have described 
it as a family, with Lisa being the mom 
who keeps them all energized.

She is continuing to innovate, with a 
full line of women’s holsters, a new line 
of men’s holsters and a fabulous line of 
gun belts (I have all of them). Former 

LADIES ONLY
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    LISA LOOPER’S 
 5 CCW KEYS
QUICK TIPS

Find a carry option 
that works with your 

wardrobe, and try to be 
as consistent as possible 
with your carry methods, 
using one or two options 
as frequently as possible 
so that you can always 
find your gun. 
1. If you use a Flashbang 
holster, a solid well-
fitting bra is the key to 
holding it in place.
2. If you carry on the 
waist using a belt, be sure 
to use a gun belt. These 
are always thicker and 
stronger than a fashion 
belt, to help support the 
weight of the gun and 
provide stability.
3. Gun belts can be 
expensive, so find a style 
you like and order it in 
a size that will fit your 

lowest rise jeans. Then 
take it to a shoe repair 
or leather shop and get 
a couple extra holes 
punched as needed so it 
will fit you down on your 
hips, up to your waist or 
anywhere in between.
4. Practice with your 
equipment. If you shoot 
at a range that doesn’t 
allow you to draw from a 
holster, consider using a 
plastic training gun. This 
will allow you to practice 
safely at home until you 
can comfortably and 
smoothly draw and orient 
the gun. Never practice at 
home with a loaded gun.
5. Try before you buy. Do 
your research and then 
borrow or rent the guns 
you’re considering before 
making a purchase. 

Definitely get a feel for 
the gun in your hand 
before making a financial 
commitment. Compare 
the process to something 
most women can relate 
to—choosing a wedding 
dress. While all those 
dresses are beautiful, 
when you find the right 
one, you know it!

Lisa Looper (center)  
is flanked here by some  
of her staff members 
—all are utilizing the  
Flashbang holster system.





Flashbang General Manager of Operations 
Trent Painter described Lisa as methodi-
cal and focused when it comes to new 
designs. “She takes the time to do the 
research, consult experts and ensure that 
each product is not only functional, but 
meets the needs of the user in a safe and 
reliable way.”

Some say that imitation is the sincer-
est form of flattery. If that is true, the 
Flashbang should be blushing. Several 
other manufacturers have come out with 
similar designs since the Flashbang came 
on the scene.

Lisa started as a sales rep and worked 
her way up to becoming the president of 
the Flashbang brand. She stays focused 
on her goals of providing exceptional qual-
ity and function for women to help keep 
them safe, as well as finding time to intro-
duce women to the shooting sports. 

EDITOR’S NOTE  
Although the Flashbang holster is what 
Lisa Looper is most widely known for, she 
and her staff have also developed some 
more conventional carry systems. In its 
“Boardwalk Empire” Prohibition Holsters 
line, shooters can choose from Capone, 
Baby Face, Bugsy, Lucky Luciano, Mad 
Dog, Pretty Boy and Alcatraz options. The 
Flashionista’s hits keep on coming with her 
Women’s Holster Belts line, too. Make some 
statements with any one of the following: 
D-Dal Doll, Hello Sailor, Liberty Belle, Miss 
Be Havin’, Reddy For Duty and more!

You can see or find out about the whole 
show by calling 800-299-5667 or visiting 
flashbangholsters.publishpath.com.

LADIES ONLY
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Flashbang’s  
founder  
protecting  
her own 24/7.



BEYOND MAINSTREAM. 732.493.0333     |     eagleimportsinc.com     
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Two new sub-$450 

               s
triker-fired nines  

    primed for personal defense!

             BY PAUL SCARLATA    PHOTOS BY STEVE WOODS

LC9s & 9E 

   RIGHTEOUS

RUGERS

combathandguns.com
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front and rear, providing good traction 
to rack the slide rearward. The extractor 
is external and also acts as a loaded-
chamber indicator by slightly protruding 
and showing a red mark that shows the 
user that a round is in chamber. It can be 
felt and seen. The ejection port is large 
to cough out those .40-caliber cases. The 
rear of the slide is sloped and smooth.

 THE ERGONOMICS
The polymer frame has a small beaver-
tail that worked well for my hand size. I’ll 
bet even meaty-fisted users will not have 
any issues with the slide as it recoils. The 
sides of the grips were flat with just a 
little sculpted relief near the back edge 
of the magazine release. Again, here’s 
where the ergonomics come into play. 
The manual safety levers, slide stop 
levers and magazine-release buttons 
are all fully ambidextrous. They are also 
subtle, meaning compact and small, yet 

LC9s & 9E RUGERS
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IIn 2008, Ruger unveiled its .380 LCP 
(Light Compact Pistol), which was 
designed specifically for concealed 
carry. While the LCP proved popular 
with both civilians and police, there 
were those who wanted a similarly 
sixed pistol but chambered for a car-
tridge with more authority. To answer 
this criticism, Ruger subsequently 
unveiled the LC9 (Light Compact 9). 

As can be ascertained from its name, 
the LC9 was chambered for the 9mm 
cartridge. While there are those who 
belittle the 9mm as a defensive round, 
it is not only significantly more powerful 
than the .380 ACP, but thanks to modern 
propellants and JHP bullets, it performs 
better than the .38 Special, especially 
when fired from short-barreled hand-

guns. And it does this with lower levels 
of recoil, which is a prime consideration 
when using small, light handguns. 

The LC9 was a very practical pistol 
and thousands have been sold to law 
enforcement officers for backup and 
off-duty carry. It has proven equally pop-
ular as a personal defense pistol with 
licensed civilians. As one who cut his 
handgun-shooting teeth on double-ac-
tion (DA) revolvers, I found no problem 
with the LC9’s double-action-only (DAO) 
trigger, but there were those who felt 
the long trigger stroke was detrimental 
to accuracy. In an attempt to remedy 
this criticism, Ruger’s engineers devel-
oped the LC9s.

The striker-fired LC9s 
is Ruger’s newest 

addition to its line of 
subcompact pistols. 
For faster targeting, 

Ruger offers the LC9s 
with a Crimson Trace 

laser as an option.

CCW TECH

Viridian recently announced that 
three current production models 

of its Reactor series sights, which 
were designed for Ruger’s LCP and 
LC9 pistols, will also fit the new LC9s. 
These include the R5-LC9 and R5-LC9 
green and red lasers and the RTL-
LC9 white tactical light. All feature 
two modes of operation, a dual-
color battery indicator and the ECR 
Instant-On system. When used with 
Viridian’s TacLoc holster, the instant 
the gun is drawn from the holster, 
the laser fires a brilliant beam that 
cuts through daylight or darkness. 
The Reactor units come with a free 
pocket holster, but for those wanting 
a different style of holster, a number 
of makers, including DeSantis, Galco, 
MultiHolster and Crossbreed, offer 
a variety rigs for Reactor-equipped 
Rugers. (800-990-9390; viridian-
greenlaser.com)

Viridian brings cutting-
edge CCW tech to the LC9s!

GET LOCKED IN—FAST!

The R5 laser activates 
instantly when drawn 
from an ECR holster.

     specifications

RUGER LC9s

Caliber  9mm

Barrel 3.12 inches

OA Lengt 6 inches

Weight 17.2 ounces

Grips Glass-filled nylon

Sights Adjustable three-dot

Action Striker-fired

Finish Blued

Capacity 7+1

MSRP $449
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RIGHTEOUS RUGERS

 POCKET NINE
Most of the polymer-framed pistols 
on the market today are striker-fired 
designs, and as some of you may have 
already ascertained the “S” in the new 
Ruger’s name stands for “striker.”

As one might expect, the LC9s shares 
many of the features of its predecessor. 
First of all it is small—only 6 inches long 
and 0.9 inches wide. It is built on a glass-
filled nylon frame that helps pare its 
unloaded weight to a bit over 17 ounces. 
Inside the pistol’s grip frame is a hard-
ened alloy insert that provides additional 
strength and the dual rails that the slide 
reciprocates on. 

The slide itself is machined from 
hardened steel, features a blue finish and 
is fitted with low-mount, easy-to-see, 
three-dot sights, both of which can be 
drifted to make windage adjustments.

Both the slide and frame have been 
“melted” to remove any sharp edges or 
corners that might injure the shooter’s 
hand while reloading or clearing a 
malfunction. This process also makes it 
easier to draw the pistol from conceal-
ment and reholster it without snagging. 
And it uses all existing Ruger LC9 ac-
cessories including lasers, holsters and 
extended nine-round magazines.

The design includes a trigger safety 

in the form of a “paddle” that prevents 
movement unless it is fully depressed. In 
addition there is a manual thumb safety, 
an internal striker blocker, a magazine 
disconnect safety and an inspection 
port in the chamber hood that allows 
for visual confirmation of a loaded or 
empty chamber. An orange-colored, inert 
magazine is supplied with each pistol for 
safe disassembly and can also be used to 
practice dry-firing.

The LC9s’ magazine holds seven 
rounds. With one in the chamber, this 
gives the shooter three more rounds than 
most snub-nosed revolvers. For those 
with larger hands, Ruger supplies a 

The LC9s comes with metal, 
windage-adjustable, three-dot 

sights. Also note the port at the rear 
of the chamber hood for verifying if 

a round is chambered or not.
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The LC9s is 
only 0.9 inches 
wide, making 
it perfect for 
pocket, ankle 
or inside-the-
waistband carry.

     performance

RUGER LC9s 9mm

load               velocity  accuracy

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 15 yards.

Black Hills 124 JHP+P 1,159 2.50

Federal American Eagle 1,127 2.30 
115 FMJ

Hornady 147 TAP 892 1.80

Off-hand drills showed the LC9s to be a 
naturally pointing, accurate subcompact.
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In 2007, Ruger introduced its first poly-
mer-framed pistol, the SR9. While the 
pistol had had a lot going for it, a few 
cases were reported of the pistol fir-
ing if dropped on the rear of the slide. 
Ruger recalled every single pistol and 
retrofitted them with a new trigger 
mechanism, and gave each customer a 
free magazine in the bargain! 

The improved design used a visible 
inner trigger blade, which blocks trig-
ger movement unless fully depressed. 
Additionally, trigger take-up distance 
was noticeably reduced as was the 
overtravel, both of which make for 
more positive trigger control. Well, the 
improved SR9 proved a very practical, 
rugged and popular pistol, so much 
so that Ruger decided to expand the 
series. The result was the SR9c.

In response to today’s rather slug-
gish economy, several handgun mak-
ers now offer less-expensive versions 
of their more popular pistols. While 

the public usually refers to them as 
“economy” models, I prefer to think of 
them as “entry level” models that al-
low the newbie to get involved in hand-
gun shooting without a large outlay 
of hard-earned cash. Ruger’s newest 
centerfire pistol does just that. 

ECONO 9MM: The Ruger 9E is an 
entry-level version of the SR9 pistol. 
Mechanically and structurally it’s 
identical to the SR9, including such 
useful standard features as ambidex-
trous magazine releases and manual 
safeties, a magazine disconnect safety, 
reversible grip backstraps and an ac-
cessory rail molded into the frame for 
tactical lights and lasers.

To reduce the MSRP by approximate-
ly $100, Ruger has made the following 
changes to 9E’s overall design. The 
pistol comes with only one magazine 
and the magazine loader is omitted. 
The slide has machined flat surfaces 
instead of hand-polished curves. The 
slide has a traditional blued finish 
and fixed sight, and a loaded chamber 
viewport is featured instead of a tactile 
loaded-chamber indicator. Finally, 
the Ruger 9E ships in a cardboard box 
instead of a plastic carrying case.

SMOOTH SHOOTER: While the 9E dis-
played a subdued appearance, as was 
to be expected of a Ruger product, the 
quality of materials and assembly were 
first-class. All controls were located 
in the “proper” positions and could be 
manipulated without moving the pistol 
around in your hand. Before heading 
to the range, I installed the arched 
backstrap on the grip, which provided 
my preferred ergonomics.  

Accuracy testing at 15 yards and  
off-hand drills with three different 
brands of 9mm ammo showed the 9E  
to be pleasingly accurate and 100- 
percent reliable. I especially liked  
the ambidextrous thumb safety, a fea-
ture that is missing on most polymer-
framed pistols today.

If you’re like me and tend to rub 
every dime four times before you part 
with it, I believe you will find Ruger’s 
new 9E semi-automatic pistol a very 
attractive item at a most affordable 
price of $429. (ruger.com)

RUGER’S NEW 9E
Economic, Ergonomic And Efficient!
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     specifications

RUGER 9E

Caliber  9mm

Barrel 4.14 inches

OA Length 7.5 inches

Weight 27.2 ounces

Grips Glass-filled nylon

Sights Three-dot

Action Striker-fired

Finish Matte black

Capacity 17+1

MSRP $429

     performance

RUGER 9E 9mm

load               velocity  accuracy

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 15 yards.

Black Hills 147 JHP 971 2.00

CCI Blazer 115 FMJ 1,178 2.00

Federal 105 FMJ  1,243 2.50
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World Champion Pistol 

Shooter Jessie Duff  carries 

the Taurus TCPW.

TaurusUSA.com
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finger rest extension magazine baseplate 
which allows a full, three-finger grip on 
the pistol. When combined with the grip’s 
aggressive texturing, you get improved 
recoil control.

Despite its demure dimensions, the 
LC9s is a locked-breech design. Locking 
is accomplished by the barrel hood mov-
ing up into (and bearing against the front 
of) the ejection port. When the shooter 
presses the trigger of a cocked and load-
ed pistol, it disengages the trigger safety 
and pulls the trigger bar forward. As the 
trigger bar moves forward, it pushes the 
striker blocker up and releases the sear, 
allowing the striker to move forward and 
fire the cartridge.

The barrel and slide move to the rear 
locked together for a short distance, 
whereupon a cam on the bottom of the 
barrel articulates on the frame insert, 
pulling the barrel and allowing the slide 
to continue to the rear, extracting and 
ejecting the spent cartridge case. As the 
dual recoil spring unit pulls the slide for-
ward the rudder on the end of the striker 
engages the sear, holding it in a fully 
cocked position.

As the slide goes forward, it strips 
the next round out of the magazine and 
chambers it as the barrel is cammed up, 
locking the two units together again.

 AT THE RANGE
Escaping for an afternoon to the gun 
club, my partner and I test-fired it for ac-
curacy at 15 yards from an MTM K-Zone 
rest. The pistol had a light trigger stroke 
with a bit of take-up before 4 pounds of 
pressure tripped the sear. 

While they were mounted low, the 
sights provided a rather decent sight pic-
ture and were well regulated, letting me 
produce well-centered five-shot groups 

combathandguns.com

“By the time I 
had fired up all of 
the 9mm ammo 
I had left, the... 
target had all but 
a single round 
in the A-zone 
and ‘head.’”

RIGHTEOUS RUGERS
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in the 2- to 3-inch range with three dif-
ferent brands and bullet weights of 9mm 
ammunition. I feel that such performance 
is more than satisfactory for a pistol of 
this class and, dare I say, is what I have 
come to expect, and appreciate, about 
Ruger products. The LC9s showed a pref-
erence for heavier, slower-moving bul-
lets and performed best with the Hornady 
147-grain TAP loads. 

I spent the next half an hour running 
the Ruger through a series of off-hand 
drills from 3, 5 and 7 yards, with all shots 
at the lesser distance being fired with 
an unsupported (one-handed) grip. The 
LC9s proved a naturally pointing, fine-
handling pistol with relatively light recoil. 
By the time I had fired up all of the 9mm 
ammo I had left, the Birchwood-Casey 
IPSC target had all but a single round in 
the A-zone and “head.”

The only concern I can voice about 
the LC9s is its rather light, short trigger 
stroke. While this is no doubt one reason 
for its excellent accuracy, I felt that some 
of us might be uncomfortable carrying a 
pistol with such a trigger in inside-the-
waistband (IWB), ankle or pocket holsters 
with the accompanying possibilities of it 
hanging up on clothing during a presen-
tation or reholstering.

After a bit of practice at the range, I 
found that disengaging the safety was 
smooth, effortless and almost a natural 
action as I drew the pistol from a Galco 
Front Pocket holster; it did not in any way 
slow down getting off a first, accurate 
shot. For my own peace of mind I have 
decided that when I use the LC9s for 
concealed carry, I intend to carry it with 
a loaded chamber and the safety in the 
“on” position, and I would recommend 
this mode of carry to others. 

 CCW READY
I found the LC9s a fitting addition to 
Ruger’s line of compact, concealable pis-
tols. If you are looking for a lightweight, 
compact pistol—that’s chambered for 
an authoritative cartridge—for personal/
home defense, concealed carry, backup 
or off-duty use, I believe Ruger’s LC9s 
can handle all of those tasks, and prob-
ably a few more. For more information, 
visit ruger.com.

combathandguns.com

The extended 
magazine’s 

baseplate helps 
mitigate recoil.
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SNUB-NOSE
   SPECTRUM

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY  
SPURLESS M206 
New from Rock Island Armory is the 
Spurless Model 206, a .38 Special snubbie 
ready for deep-cover carry. Packing in six 
rounds, the 2-inch-barreled revolver fea-
tures a full-length underlug and a bobbed 
hammer for ease of draw and concealment.  
(armscor.com; 775-537-1444)WWhile compact autopistols have recently been making significant 

strides in the ever-popular CCW category of firearms, there  

is just something enduringly appealing about the tried-and- 

true snubbie revolver. With its simple operation, minimum of controls 

and rock-solid reliability, the mini wheelgun is a great choice for any 

self-defense user. And with top makers churning out new offerings 

that retain the solid benefits of the traditional revolver while adding 

cutting-edge materials and/or design, there are more to choose from 

than at any time in the past. From the micro-sized North American 

Arms series of wheelguns to ultra-powerful centerfire magnum al-

ternatives, there is likely a snubbie wheelgun out there ideal for your 

needs. Read on to see some of the top options available today.

Compact, ultra-reliable  
           and ever-ready  
      for close-range 
           self-defense!

BY MICHAEL O. HUMPHRIES
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Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special

Barrel42 inches

OA Length46.85 inches 

Weight425.4 ounces

Grips4Checkered wood

Sights4Fixed ramp front, groove rearar

Action4DAO

Finish4Matte nickel

Capacity46

MSRP4$370

SNUB-NOSE
   SPECTRUM
SNUB-NOSE
   SPECTRUM

Compact, ultra-reliable  
           and ever-ready  
      for close-range 
           self-defense!

BY MICHAEL O. HUMPHRIES

Compact, ultra-reliable  
           and ever-ready  
      for close-range 
           self-defense!

BY MICHAEL O. HUMPHRIES

Compact, ultra-reliable  
           and ever-ready  
      for close-range 
           self-defense!

BY MICHAEL O. HUMPHRIES
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Specifications   
Caliber4.357 Magnum

Barrel42 inches

OA Length46.5 inches

Weight424 ounces

Grips4Wood

Sights4Fiber-optic front

Action4DA/SA

Finish4Hard chrome

Capacity46

MSRP4$937.50

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special +P

Barrel42 inches

OA Length46.4 inches 

Weight416 ounces

Grips4Checkered rubber

Sights4Fixed ramp front, groove rear

Action4DAO

Finish4Stainless

Capacity45

MSRP4$360

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special +P

Barrel42 inches 

OA Length46.4 inches 

Weight412 ounces

Grips4Grooved rubber

Sights4Fixed ramp front, groove rear

Action4DAO

Finish4Matte stainless

Capacity45

MSRP4$415

NAA SIDEWINDER
Offering an interesting new take on the 
micro revolver design is NAA’s Sidewinder 
revolver in .22 Magnum (.22 LR conversion 
cylinders are also available). While the ma-
jority of the company’s revolvers feature cyl-
inders that must be removed to be reloaded, 
the Sidewinder features a swing-out cylin-
der design for fast reloading. The compact 
revolver has a five-round capacity, stainless 
steel construction and an ultra-light weight 
of only 6.7 ounces. (northamericanarms.
com; 800-821-5783)

CHIAPPA  
RHINO 20DS
Representing a revolutionary revamp of the 
classic wheelgun concept is the Rhino series 
from Chiappa. Rather than having the barrel 
align with the uppermost firing chamber, the 
Rhino moves the barrel to the bottom to align 
with the lowest firing chamber. This results in 
a reduction of both perceived recoil as well as 
muzzle flip. The Rhino 20DS in hard chrome, 
chambered in .357 Magnum, offers shooters 
an ultra-compact and powerful version of the 
Rhino with an attractive finish and a short, 
2-inch barrel. (chiappafirearms.com) 

CHARTER ARMS 
UNDERCOVER  
STAINLESS DAO
The .38 Undercover DAO from Charter 
Arms packs a lot of performance into a com-
pact and affordable package. Sporting a 
bobbed hammer for snag-free drawing, the 
double-action-only (DAO) snubbie features 
a 2-inch barrel and a five-shot capacity of 
.38 Special +P rounds. The Undercover 
DAO weighs 16 ounces and has a full  
underlug under the barrel that protects  
the ejector rod from damage. Checkered 
black rubber grips complete the package.  
(charterfirearms.com; 203-922-1652)

ROSSI MODEL 
46202 
A bit larger than the other revolvers featured 
in this piece, the nonetheless compact 
Model 46202 from Rossi delivers six shots 
of .357 Magnum power in a very conceal-
able package. Machined from forged steel 
for strength, the exposed-hammer Model 
46202 features a comfortable rubber grip 
with integral finger grooves and a double-
action/single-action (DA/SA) system of 
operation. An attractive polished stainless 
steel finish rounds out the package. 
(rossiusa.com; 800-948-8029)

NAA .22 
MAGNUM 
North American Arms (NAA), king of the 
micro revolver, provides shooters with some 
of the smallest self-defense revolvers in the 
world. A classic example of this is its rimfire 
.22 Magnum Snub, a five-shot .22 Magnum 
revolver that measures a scant 4.6 inches in 
overall length and weighs only 5.9 ounces. 
Manufactured from stainless steel, the 
single-action revolver sports a short 1.12-
inch barrel for deep-cover concealment. 
(northamericanarms.com;  
800-821-5783)

CHARTER ARMS 
UNDERCOVER LITE 
Combining .38 Special +P power with 
a compact and lightweight package is 
the Undercover Lite from Charter Arms. 
Featuring a lightweight aluminum frame 
mated up with a steel cylinder and barrel,  
the concealed-hammer Undercover Lite 
weighs only 12 ounces. The five-shot  
revolver sports a DAO system of operation 
along with a low-visibility finish. A comfort-
able, grooved rubber grip offers both com-
pact dimensions and enhanced control.  
(charterfirearms.com; 203-922-1652)

Specifications   
Caliber4.357 Magnum

Barrel42 inches

OA Length46.5 inches

Weight426 ounces

Grips4Rubber

Sights4Ramp front

Action4DA/SA

Finish4Stainless

Capacity46

MSRP4$454.89

Specifications   
Caliber4.22 Magnum  
(optional .22 LR cylinder conversion)

Barrel41 inch

OA Length45 inches

Weight46.7 ounces

Grips4Laminated wood

Sights4Fixed rear, post front

Action4SA

Finish4Matte stainless

Capacity45

MSRP4$354

Specifications   
Caliber4.22 Magnum

Barrel41.12 inches 

OA Length44.6 inches

Weight45.9 ounces

Grips4Laminated wood

Sights4Half-moon fixed

Action4SA

Finish4Stainless steel 

Capacity45

MSRP4$224
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RUGER LCR
Melding the traditional with the ultra-
modern, the Ruger LCR combines cutting-
edge design and materials with the classic 
wheelgun platform. Weighing a scant 13.5 
ounces, the five-shot .38 Special +P hand-
gun features a polymer fire control housing 
and a DAO system of operation with a 
concealed hammer. The trigger, which 
the company claims provides a smooth 
and non-stacking pull, features a friction-
reducing cam. Variants with Crimson Trace 
grips are also available. (ruger.com)

RUGER LCRx 
Based on the popular LCR revolver 
series from Ruger, the new .38 
Special +P LCRx takes the ultra-
modern wheelgun design of the LCR 
and adds an exposed hammer. While 
the rest of the LCR line features 
a concealed-hammer design, the 
LCRx’s exposed hammer allows 
shooters the option of thumbing back 
the hammer for a light single-action 
trigger pull. The LCRx is compatible 
with all standard LCR accessories. 
(ruger.com)

SMITH & WESSON 
M&P340 
Chambered for the powerful .357 Magnum 
cartridge, the M&P340 is one of the most 
advanced members of the popular J-Frame 
family. Built on a lightweight scandium  
frame, the concealed-hammer revolver  
features DAO operation and a five-shot  
capacity. It comes equipped with an XS 
Tritium Big Dot front sight on its 1.8-inch, 
aluminum-shrouded, stainless steel barrel. 
The revolver weighs in at a feathery light 13.3 
ounces and is ready for deep-cover duty.  
(smith-wesson.com; 800-331-0852)

Specifications   
Caliber4.357 Magnum

Barrel41.87 inches

OA Length46.31 inches

Weight413.3 ounces

Grips4Synthetic

Sights4XS 24/7 tritium front, notch rear

Action4DAO

Finish4Matte black

Capacity45

MSRP4$869

SMITH & WESSON  
M&P BODYGUARD  
38 CRIMSON TRACE
Recently made part of the M&P line of 
firearms, the M&P Bodyguard 38 CT is 
a small-framed .38 Special +P revolver 
that features a five-shot capacity. The 
concealed-hammer, DAO revolver em-
ploys both polymer and aluminum in its 
construction for light weight and long-term 
strength. It features a short, 1.9-inch barrel 
and an ambidextrous cylinder release. An 
integrated Crimson Trace red laser unit 
is located on the right side of the frame. 
(smith-wesson.com; 800-331-0852)

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special +P

Barrel41.9 inches

OA Length46.6 inches

Weight414.36 ounces

Grips4Synthetic

Sights4Fixed, Crimson Trace laser

Action4DAO

Finish4Matte black

Capacity45

MSRP4$539

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special +P

Barrel41.87 inches 

OA Length46.5 inches 

Weight413.5 ounces

Sights4Front ramp

Grips4Hogue Tamer Monogrip

Action4DA/SA

Finish4Matte black

Capacity45

MSRP4$529

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special +P

Barrel41.87 inches

OA Length46.5 inches

Weight413.5 ounces

Grips4Hogue Tamer Monogrip

Sights4Front ramp

Action4DAO

Finish4Ionbond Diamondblack

Capacity45

MSRP4$529
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TAURUS MINI
The M380IBULB Mini Revolver from 
Taurus combines the best elements of 
a snubbie revolver with the compact yet 
powerful .380 ACP cartridge. Offering 
a shorter overall length due to the 
cartridge’s compact dimensions and 
a shortened cylinder and frame, the 
five-shot Taurus Mini packs a great deal 
of power into a very small package. The 
revolver features an exposed, bobbed 
hammer and a DAO system of operation. 
(taurususa.com; 800-327-3776)

TAURUS VIEW 
Taking the concept of the compact .38 
Special wheelgun to the next level is the 
Model 85VTA “View” from Taurus. The 
most visually distinctive element of the 
five-shot revolver is its Lexan sideplate that 
allows users to see the DAO mechanism 
in action. But that is not the only unique 
quality of the View. Weighing in at 9 ounces 
empty, the View features an ultra-short, 
1.41-inch barrel and an abbreviated grip 
frame. Designed to fire only .38 Special  
(no +P), the View offers users one of the 
most compact five-shot .38s available.  
(taurususa.com; 800-327-3776)

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special

Barrel41.41 inches 

OA Length45.67 inches 

Weight49 ounces

Grips4Checkered polymer

Sights: Fixed

Action4DAO

Finish4Colored aluminum

Capacity45

MSRP4$599

Specifications   
Caliber4.380 ACP

Barrel41.75 inches

OA Length45.95 inches

Weight415.5 ounces

Grips4Rubber

Sights4Ramp front, adjustable rear

Action4DAO

Finish4Blued

Capacity45

MSRP4$433.51

Specifications   
Caliber4.38 Special +P

Barrel41.9 inches

OA Length46.6 inches

Weight414.36 ounces

Grips4Synthetic

Sights4Fixed, Crimson Trace laser

Action4DAO

Finish4Matte black

Capacity45

MSRP4$539



Beat the clock...Nail the threat...Save loved ones... 
These three range drills show you how! BY DR. MARTIN D. TOPPER
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yatt Earp spoke from 
experience when he said, 

“Fast is fine, but accuracy is 
everything!” Unfortunately, 

informal target shooting doesn’t do much 
to develop accuracy, speed or the ability 
to shoot well under stress. Fortunately, 
there are shooting drills specifically 
designed to promote these skills, and a 
number of them can be practiced at most 
shooting ranges.

This year, the American Tactical 
Shooting Association’s Study Camp 
focused on several of these drills. All you 
need are targets, a T-shirt and a shot 
timer. Experienced shooters can practice 
these drills from the holster, or the drills 
can be conducted from low ready if the 
shooter has not been trained to draw 
or a shooting range does not allow fast 
draws. The shooter should use his or her 
defensive firearm and load the gun with 
ammo that duplicates the properties of 
their self-defense load.

The One Hole Drill
The “One Hole Drill” is designed to pro-
mote accurate shot placement because 
it teaches a person to “aim small, miss 
small.” The drill starts with the shooter 
firing one shot at the center of a small, 
circular bullseye on the target. The next 
four shots are then aimed at the hole 
made by shot number one. It sounds 
fairly straightforward, but it takes intense 
concentration to master. 

The One Hole Drill is usually  
performed with a target that has six 
3-inch dots spread out on a 24-by-36-
inch piece of paper. If a shooting range 
can’t accommodate a large target, an 
orange or green target dot can be  
pasted in the center of a standard bulls-
eye target. Regardless of the target’s 
configuration, it’s important to make  

sure that the target has ample space 
around each dot so each group can be 
clearly defined. 

The One Hole Drill begins with the 
shooter firing at the target from a dis-
tance of 3 yards. There is no time limit 
to begin with. The initial goal of the drill 
is to build consistent grip, sight picture 
and trigger press. Three yards is close 
enough that the shooter can see the shot 
miss and easily correct his or her tech-
nique. Once the groups cluster within a 
3-inch dot at 3 yards, the shooter can use 
a smaller dot and move the target back 
to 5, 7, 10 or 15 yards. Use a timer to add 
stress. When using a timer, the interval 
between the start and stop buzzer should 
initially be set at 10 seconds. As your skill 
increases the interval can be decreased a 
second at a time until accuracy starts to 
fall off.  At that point, no further diffi-
culty is added until the shooter is able to 
shrink the size of the groups.

The Loved-One Drill
The Loved-One Drill builds directly on 
skills learned in the One Hole Drill and 
increases stress by including a no-shoot 

target. The drill is set up by placing the 
no-shoot target over part of the hostile 
target to simulate an assailant holding 
a hostage. After the shoot and no-shoot 
targets are stapled in place, the name of 
someone who is important to the shooter 
is written on the no-shoot in order to 
increase the psychological impact of 
an errant shot. At first, a large portion 
of the hostile target should be unob-
structed, and the shooter should stand 
at the 3-yard line. Making the drill less 
demanding in the beginning helps build 
shooter confidence.

To start the drill, set the interval  
between the stop and start buzzers at  
five seconds and press the delayed start 
button. When the start buzzer sounds, 
the gun is drawn or raised from low  
ready and two rounds are fired at the 
hostile target. Many timers can be run  
by the shooter, but it’s often good to have 
a friend run the timer. Training partners 
can provide useful feedback to each 
other, and taking turns shooting gives 
both of the partners a break from the 
stress of the exercise.

Once the shooter demonstrates skill 

On Time & On Target

W

An instructor times a 
shooter practicing the 
One Hole Drill at the 
ATSA Study Camp.

The T-Shirt Drill helps you visualize 
hits on an attacker’s torso.

The author shoots the 
Loved-One Drill with 

his Sig Sauer P938.

This 7-yard One Hole 
Drill target shows 
the shooter needs 

more practice.
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This 7-yard One Hole 
Drill target shows 
the shooter needs 

more practice.

An instructor times a 
shooter practicing the 
One Hole Drill at the 
ATSA Study Camp.

An instructor times a 
shooter practicing the 
One Hole Drill at the 
ATSA Study Camp.
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SKILLSET

at 3 yards, the drill can be made more 
difficult in several ways. More of the  
hostile target can be covered by the 
no-shoot target, the number of shots 
required for each string of fire can be 
increased, and the shooter can move 
farther from the target. The time interval 
can be shortened as well.

It’s important to use targets that have 
scoring rings that realistically represent 
vital areas of the body. Score each string 
of fire by adding the numerical value of 
each shot. Only count shots fired within 
the five-second interval and subtract 
the point value of any shots that hit the 
hostage. When the scores increase and 
there are no subtractions for hitting the 
no-shoot target, it’s time to increase the 
difficulty of the drill.

T-Shirt Drill
Bad guys don’t have scoring rings, so a 
person must be able to visualize a small 
aiming point in the upper center torso 
and precisely place quick shots on that 
small area under stress. The T-Shirt 
Drill deals directly with this problem. It 
involves placing a plain-colored T-shirt 
over a life-size silhouette target so the 
shooter can’t see the scoring rings. The 
shirt must be opaque, and if a T-shirt 
isn’t handy, then an old undershirt or 
even a large plastic trash bag will work. 

Like the Loved-One Drill, the T-Shirt 
Drill starts at the 3-yard line and has a 
five-second interval between the start 
and stop buzzers. At the start buzzer, 
the gun is drawn or raised from low 
ready and a two-shot string is fired into 
the center of the upper torso. Once the 
shooter can place two shots in the high-
score ring, the level of difficulty can be 
increased by shortening the time limit, 
increasing the distance to the target, or 
shooting one-handed. When the shooter 
gets really good, he or she can combine 
the Loved-One and T-Shirt drills to add 
as much realism as possible.

Train To Defend 
No set of drills or system of training can 
guarantee a person will survive a gun-
fight. That’s why master instructor John 
Farnam’s first rule of self-defense is 
“non-attendance.” However, people can’t 
stay home all the time and trouble can’t 
always be avoided. Therefore, a person 
who carries a gun for self-defense might 
consider heeding Marshall Earp’s advice 
about accuracy and speed, and practice 
shooting drills that develop the ability to 
shoot quickly and very accurately under 
stress. For more information, call 717-
233-0402 or visit teddytactical.com. 
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SDP Compact DA/SA 9mm
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POCKET REVOLVER

At a scant 12 ounces,  
this smooth-shooting  
 .38 Special, with its  
   shrouded hammer,  
 is on point for  
     everyday carry.

          BY ROBERT A. SADOWSKI        

           PHOTOS BY STEVE WOODS
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Firearms are a reflection of our per-
sonality and character. Bat Masterson 
special ordered a Colt SAA with a  
nickel finish, gutta-percha grips and 
requested that it be “light on the  
trigger.” Colonel Jeff Cooper’s 1911 is 
sort of a parts gun with a Commander-
style hammer, an arched/checkered 
mainspring housing and an ivory grip 
with a water buffalo etched into it. Jerry 
Miculek’s IDPA revolver is a stock S&W 
625 JM tweaked with a green HiViz front 
sight, a Bowen white outline rear sight, a 
bobbed hammer and Miculek’s smooth, 
hardwood grips.

The Charter Arms Off Duty has a 
finish that looks good in hand. The bar-
rel, cylinder, triggerguard and frame 

are stainless steel polished to a bright, 
glossy finish that’s as shiny as chrome 
plating. The silver-and-black revolver 
reminds me of a laid back panhead I 
once knew that had just enough chrome 
on the V-twin and pipes, and a black, 
lacquered gas tank between your legs. 
The dual-tone Off Duty revolver looks 
sharp. It has a bad boy look to it, but can 
it walk the walk?

 MORE WITH LESS 
The Off Duty is manufactured from 
7075 aluminum and stainless steel and 
weighs 12 ounces. The revolver is light 
in the hand. The weight of the pistol 
is almost equal to five 158-grain .38 
Special cartridges. The frame is built 

from heat-treated aluminum and wears 
a semi-gloss black finish. The barrel and 
cylinder are made from stainless steel 
that’s been given a high-gloss polish that 
is as shiny and glossy as chrome exhaust 
pipes. The remainders of the parts—
pins, triggerguard/backstrap, trigger 
cylinder latch, crane, ejector rod—are all 
brightly polished. Like all Charter Arms 
revolvers, the Off Duty has a solid frame. 
There is no side plate, like there is on 
Smith & Wesson or Taurus revolvers. 
Ruger uses a similar one-piece frame 
like the Charter Arms model. There are 
fewer internal parts in the Charter Arms 
model (about 40 parts in total), and the 
parts are all hand-fitted by the skilled 
technicians at Charter Arms’ manufac-
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Well-designed pocket pistols are 
lightweight, snag free and powerful. 
The .38 Special Charter Arms Off Duty 
has it all and does it with style.
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turing facility. To access the innards of a 
Charter Arms pistol, the triggerguard/
backstrap is removed and the trigger, 
hammer, pawl, etc., are removed from 
the bottom of the frame. The barrel is 
threaded into the frame and is one piece. 
It has a full lug that is rounded at the 
muzzle, which helps aid in holstering the 
piece. The lug also completely encloses 

the revolver’s ejector rod assembly. 
The Off Duty is truly snag-free. It can 

be carried in a holster, dropped into a 
pants pocket or in a coat pocket without 
the conspicuous, telltale print. The front 
sight is milled into the barrel and the 
ramp is serrated to reduce glare. The 
front sight, like the rest of the barrel, is 
brightly polished. In bright light the sight 

glistens, but the serrated ramp lessens 
glare just like it is suppose to do. The 
rear sight consists of a groove milled into 
the top of the frame. The rear groove is 
wide so the front sight is easy to pick up 
and get on target quickly.

The trigger’s surface is smooth. The 
trigger pull is also smooth, and the shape 
of the triggerguard ensures the shooter’s 

CHARTER ARMS OFF DUTY 

The barrel and 
front sight are 
brightly polished, 
contrasting with 
the black frame.

With five potent 
.38 Special +P 
rounds loaded in the 
stainless cylinder, 
the Off Duty packs a 
lethal punch in the 
palm of your hand.
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trigger finger does not get pinched 
between the bottom edge of the trigger 
and the inside of the triggerguard. To 
load the Off-Duty, the cylinder latch 
is pushed forward using the thumb of 
your shooting hand (if you are a right-
handed shooter). The cylinder can then 
be swung out of the frame with the free 
hand. The shape of the cylinder latch, 
and the serrations milled into it, give 
the user a sure grip. When loading and 
unloading the Off Duty, the cylinder 

     specifications

CHARTER ARMS OFF DUTY 

The Off Duty 
is very  easy 

to draw from 
concealment.

Caliber  .38 Special +P

Barrel 2 inches 

OA Length 6.5 inches 

Weight 12 ounces (empty)

Grip Rubber

Sights Fixed

Action DAO

Finish Matte stainless 

Capacity 5

MSRP $445

“The Off Duty is  
truly snag-free. It  
can be carried in a  
holster, dropped into  
a pants pocket or in  
a coat pocket without  
the conspicuous,  
telltale print.”
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locked in place with a distinct, reassuring 
click. The crane is also different from a 
Taurus or S&W revolver, and Ruger, too. 
The crane on the Charter Arms Off Duty 
fits into a groove cut into the side of the 
frame. On a Ruger, S&W or Taurus, the 
crane and frame sandwich together.

The Off Duty is a hammerless design, 
which really means the hammer is 
enclosed by the frame. The revolver em-
ploys a hammer-block safety system that 
blocks the hammer from making contact 
with the firing pin. Only when the trigger 
is pulled can the hammer make contact 
with the firing pin, which is built into 
the frame. If the Off Duty is accidentally 
dropped, the weapon will not discharge. 
The metal work is all nicely smoothed, 
allowing the Off Duty to easily slip into 
pockets or holsters. 

Grips can sometimes impede con-
cealed carry by hanging up on clothing or 
imprinting, but the finger-groove grips 
on the Off Duty are small and compact. 
There is no imprint, but the gun fills your 
hand. The rear backstrap is exposed on 
the revolver with the rubber grips. The 
front strap, however, is fully enclosed. 
Charter Arms did a good job of filling 
that space behind the triggerguard with 
grip material. The two finger grooves 
of the grip automatically position the 

CHARTER ARMS OFF DUTY 

Using a two-handed, unsupported hold, 
the gun averaged 2.25-inch groups.

     performance

CHARTER ARMS OFF DUTY .38

load               velocity  accuracy

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 15 yards.

Federal American 753 1.50 
Eagle 130 FMJ

Winchester Cowboy 158 651 1.50

Winchester Super X 158 692 1.25 
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If you can find a more accurate and feature-rich tactical gun, buy it.  

The TAC 2011 G10 comes with upgrade features like a full-profile rail and 

ambidextrous safety at a price most others charge for a standard model.  

When you’re serious about combat, get serious about what you shoot.

TAC 2011 G10
CALIBERS SUPPORTED

FIBER OPTIC FRONT SIGHT

FLASHLIGHT

SHORT TRAVEL
SKELETONIZED TRIGGER

G10 GRIP

FULL-PROFILE RAIL

Lightweight design for faster trigger pull.

Easily mount accessories.

See your target in any light.

More comfort, more accuracy.

Faster aim, greater precision.
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middle finger and the ring finger, while 
the small finger curls under the butt. 
The feel in hand allowed me to natu-
rally point the revolver, and it placed my 
hand slightly higher on the gun so the 
12-pound trigger pull felt a lot lighter. 
The higher grip placement also allowed 
better control during rapid-fire strings. 
The sides of the grips have a slight palm 
swell so the Off Duty fills your hand 
without any added bulk. The horizontal 
grooves in the grips also helped keep the 
revolver in hand when firing rounds.

 ON-RANGE DUTY
The Off Duty can handle .38 Special 
+P cartridges, but with the dearth of 
.38 ammo on dealers’ shelves I was 
only able to assemble an assortment 
of regular .38 Special loads: Federal 
American Eagle 130-grain full metal 
jacket (FMJ), Winchester Cowboy 
158-grain lead flat nose, and Winchester 
Super-X 158-grain lead round nose. The 
158-grain lead round nose loads were 
a law enforcement staple back when 
wheelguns were carried, and over the 
years law enforcement agencies amped 
up the .38 Special load with +P veloci-
ties. If I had my druthers, and could find 
the ammo, I would load the Off-Duty 
with +P 158-grain lead semi-wadcutter 
hollow points. Of course, I would need to 
test the load in the revolver to see if the 
ammo functioned accurately and prop-
erly. Something to note when choosing 
hot +P ammo for lightweight revolvers, 
inertia from the recoil of the hot loads 
can cause lead bullets to move forward 
in the cartridge case. The extended 
cartridge will then jam the revolver as 
the extended bullet will not allow the 
cylinder to rotate. Despite this, I did not 

CHARTER ARMS OFF DUTY 

 

There are a lot of 
options when it 
comes to con-

cealed carry, but one 
of the most interest-
ing has always been 
carrying in an ankle 
holster, particularly for 
a backup or secondary 
gun. There are several 
advantages to this type 
of carry—especially 
when seated or in a ve-
hicle—and most people 
do not expect you to be 
carrying a weapon in 
that location.

The Undercover 
Ankle Holster with 

D-Ring 
from 
Blue Stone 
Safety Products is a 
very versatile design 
that accommodates a 
variety of compact and 
mid-sized pistols and 
revolvers. The adjust-
able hook-and-loop 
system also allows 
the user to place the 
holster higher up on the 
leg, above boot level, 
for deeper concealment 
and better comfort.  
The D-Ring system  
also works to secure 
the holster in place, 

ensuring that it will not 
ride down or shift dur-
ing the day.

The retention thumb 
snap keeps the gun in 
the holster if you have 
to run, climb or engage 
in some other activity 
while still providing  
fast access. The black 
nylon construction is 
tough and will last,  
plus the unit also fea-
tures a plush sheepskin 
backing for comfort 
against the skin. For 
more information, visit 
bluestonesafety.com or 
call 888-776-6220.             

HOLSTER SPOTLIGHT

“The shape of the grip made a 
big difference in the Off Duty. 
It was a pleasure to shoot.”

The Off Duty has 
smooth, rounded 
edges for a snag-
free draw.

The large rear 
sight notch 

makes finding the 
front sight fast.

BLUE STONE UNDERCOVER
BY JORGE AMSELLE
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encounter any issues with the ammo I 
used during my tests.

Lightweight guns can offer harsh 
recoil so I eased into shooting using the 
Winchester Cowboy loads. The shape 
of the grip made a big difference in the 
Off Duty. It was a pleasure to shoot. 
The trigger pull was smooth and it was 
easy to keep five rounds at rapid fire 
within the 12-inch diameter of a D-1 
“Tombstone” target at 15 yards. The 
Federal American Eagle and Winchester 
Super-X were just as pleasant to shoot, 
and I think the Off Duty could even be 
used in an IDPA Back-Up Gun competi-
tion. It was accurate and easy to control 
when shooting fast, and my hand did 
not feel like my palm was beaten with 
a wooden ruler. The velocity of all the 
ammo was within 100 fps (feet per sec-
ond) and bullet weight was close, and I 
found no real recoil differences. I did like 
the fact that I could cluster bullet holes 
into 1.5-inch groups consistently at 15 
yards using a rest. Not bad with a DAO 
(double-action-only) gun. The 12 pounds 
of trigger pull seemed less because 
of the grip design, so no complaining 
on my end. The ejector on the Off Duty 
is not full size, which means it pushes 
empties out about halfway. Use the 
ejector with gravity to quickly unload the 
“five-shooter.”

I liked the firepower the Off Duty 
provided so I loaded up with Winchester 
Super-X ammo for concealed carry. 
Usually when I am at home I remove my 
concealed-carry piece from my person 
and place it in a secure area, but with 
the lightweight Off Duty I found I forgot 
about the revolver and wore it at my 
desk, doing chores around the house 
as well as doing errands around town. I 
carried a BlackHawk three-slot holster 
designed for an S&W J-frame to tote the 
Off Duty. The BlackHawk holster has a 
thumb-snap retainer that worked with 
the hammerless design of the Charter 
Arms revolver, too. The black, leather 
holster suited the Off Duty perfectly. 
Other times I slipped the piece in my 
vest pocket when taking my dogs on a 
run. The Off Duty revolver proved to be 
an easy carry weapon, and I tend to be 
lazy, so a gun that is convenient, easy to 
carry and still provides firepower usu-
ally wins over larger, heavier pieces for 
everyday concealed carry. 

The Charter Arms Off Duty suits the 
purpose for a lightweight, hammerless 
.38 Special. It is easy to carry, looks 
smart and can walk the walk. For more 
information, visit charterfirearms.com 
or call 203-922-1652. 



CUSTOM CORNER

M
If you really want a master-crafted one-of-a-kind,  
Republic Forge’s “Build Your Own 1911”  
program is tough to beat!   
BY LEN WALDRON   
PHOTOS BY SEAN UTLEY

      All AmericanDream Iron
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More than 100 years of production  
and active service leave little untried  
in the world of the 1911 pistol. It’s  
been chopped, lengthened, light-
ened, refinished, re-gripped, tuned 
and tweaked in every imaginable way 
since the U.S. Army adopted John M. 
Browning’s design in March of 1911. 
With so many variations in the market 
driving shooter preferences, how can 
a new company deliver something in-
novative in the already crowded world 
of the 1911? Benny Deal found a simple 
answer—build a 1911 from all-American 
parts and allow customers to choose 
from a variety of features to create a  
one-of-a-kind 1911-style pistol that suits 
their preferences.

U.S.-Made Warhorse
Republic Forge founder Benny Deal  
was both frustrated and inspired. An 
experienced and successful business-
man in the petroleum services industry, 
Deal knew the challenges of forming a 
start-up and delivering a quality product 
and service to the marketplace. When 
he sought to purchase a custom 1911 
for himself, Deal found the waiting lists 
long and the prices high, so he decided 
to start a business, Republic Forge, to 
address the problem.

But where does one begin? Deal 
started with the basics and chose to build 
his 1911s with only American parts. “It’s 
an easy exception to make, particularly 
given the lower prices from foreign com-
ponent parts…cut a corner here or there 
and improve your profit, but we chose to 
stick to the American parts and let our 
customers decide. We also endeavor 
to build our 1911s on American-made 
machines wherever possible. It’s our 
commitment to American-made quality.”

But Deal knew it would take more 
than just American parts to be suc-
cessful. The 1911s from Republic Forge 
would have to be pleasing to the eye and 
hand, a pleasure to fire and customized 
to each shooter’s preferences. To pull 
this off, Deal drew on his Texas ingenuity 
and some modern technology. Republic 
Forge built a website that allows users 
to build a virtual model of their 1911. A 
buyer can select between model, frame 
color, slide color, sights and grips, and 
then see a virtual image of the pistol. 
Selections can be switched back and 
forth, with dozens of permutations the 
buyer can experiment with before making 
a final selection. Once the style is chosen, 
the buyer selects custom options such 
as caliber, slide serrations, safety styles, 
frame modifications, target sight colors, 

     specifications

REPUBLIC FORGE  
STRYKER 1911

Caliber  .45 ACP

Barrel 5 inches

OA Length 8.25 inches

Weight 41 ounces

Grips Mammoth ivory

Sights Novak night rear,  
 Trijicon HD front

Action SA

Finish Cerakote SOCOM Blue 

Capacity 8+1

MSRP Base $2,795;  
 $3,745 as tested



mag well styles or custom grip materi-
als. Finishes can also be chosen, from 
a variety of Cerakote color options to a 
traditional blued finish or even a modern 
Damascus steel.

Without the ability to turn customer 
choices into reality, the Republic Forge 
idea dies on the vine, so Deal brought in 
Jeff Meister, a custom 1911 gunsmith, 
to build and oversee the production and 
precision fitting of each pistol. Meister 
began his waltz with 1911s in 1983.

“The 1911 is the best fighting gun 
and best shooting gun in the world. The 
ergonomics, and particularly the trigger 
design with its quick reset, are just un-
matched.”  Meister is also a believer in 
hand-fitted, hand-tooled work on 1911s. 
“I enjoy the challenge of a new design 
concept and a customer-specific setup. 
It’s exciting for me, and I really enjoy the 
ideas I have never tried before and find-
ing a way to make them work.”

Getting Started
The Republic Forge website directs 
potential buyers to a “Build Your Own 
1911” page where you can begin the pro-
cess. Starting with a full-sized Stryker 
standard frame, I began to select op-
tions in frame color, slide color, sights 
and grips. Colors range from Barret 
Bronze to Tungsten Gray, with unique 
choices such as Texas Tan and Blue 
Titanium. You can match the slide, frame 
and grips, or go for a two- or three-tone 
look. Grips range from aggressive G10 in 
a variety of colors to smooth, traditional 
ivory. Sight options are Novak night 
sights or Bomar adjustable. Caliber 
choices include .45 ACP, 9mm, 10mm, 
.40 S&W and .38 Super. Slide steel op-
tions are standard or Damascus, the lat-
ter being a particularly distinctive look. 
Frame modifications include a Recon 
frame with a light rail or a double-stack 
mag well, carry cuts, blueing and polish 
options as well as target sight colors. 
Control options allow for a choice of a 
single or ambidextrous safety and cock-
ing serrations.  

Ultimately, I settled on a SOCOM Blue 
slide and frame that complemented the 
mammoth ivory handles I had seen on 
one of the company’s pistols previously. 
From a controls standpoint, I opted for 
the Recon slide with ambi thumb safe-
ties, front cocking serrations, a green 
rear Novak night sight, a Trijicon HD 
front sight and a flared mag well.

Instant Classic
When you unbox a Republic Forge 
pistol, it’s your baby. In my case, it was 

a proud moment. To me, the combina-
tion of the frame and slide color was a 
perfect match to the ivory handles. But 
it wasn’t until I felt the whole pistol as 
one system that I truly appreciated the 
Republic Forge process. Along with the 
Kart match-grade barrel and stainless 
bushing, the pistol’s overall look was 
clean and elegant. 

Aesthetic impressions absorbed, 
the functional critique began. Finishing 
a beautiful 1911 is one thing, making 
it fit precisely and cycle consistently is 
another thing entirely. 

“For me, the most important ele-
ments of a 1911 are reliability, accuracy 
and beauty, in that order. If you can’t 
count on the pistol to fire every time, the 
other factors don’t matter. Having said 
that, I look closely at barrel-to-bushing 
fit and slide-to-frame fit on mine or any-
one else’s guns,” said Jeff Meister.

From a finish standpoint, Meister’s fit 
and finish is commendable and uni-
form. The slide-to-frame fit is clean and 
precise. The parts are nicely blended 
and there are no observable blemishes. 
The trigger broke cleanly and consis-
tently between 4.25 and 4.5 pounds, 
exactly where I asked Meister to tune 
it. The safeties functioned properly and 
the thumb safety snapped distinctly into 
both its positions. The front and rear 
cocking serrations, in my book, are a 
must for a full-sized 1911, along with 
25-lpi front- and backstrap serrations.

In retrospect, the only change I might 
have made was an arched mainspring 
housing for purely ergonomic reasons. 
But the straight, serrated lines on this 
pistol contrast nicely with the natural 
contours of the mammoth ivory grip 
panels, so it’s only a minor consider-
ation. The only change I made to the 
setup was highly specific to my prefer-
ences; I dressed the slide stop/release 
to better facilitate assembly and disas-
sembly. Again, this is a non-standard 
and highly personal change.

Performance
It’s a surprising pleasure to have a 
pistol show up exactly as you want it to 
look and feel, with a trigger set exactly 
where you asked for it. But it still must 
hit the target where the sights align and 
do so without failures. The Republic 
Forge 1911 was a pleasure to shoot and 
required no sight adjustment. Ejection 
and extraction were reliable, and the 
brass arched up and away, reflecting 
the proper geometry and tuning of the 
extractor and ejector. From 230-grain 
ball to 185-grain jacketed hollow points 
(JHP), the Republic Forge 1911 fed and 
fired with no errors. The barrel liked the 
200-grain wadcutters the best, but there 
were no noticeable differences in func-
tion between the various loads.

Buying a Republic Forge pistol was a 
new and pleasant experience. With the 
Republic Forge system, you choose what 
you want, not what you are talked into or 
must settle for. Ultimately, the company 
delivers a highly customized, one-of-
a-kind pistol at a competitive price. For 
more information, visit republicforge.
com or call 806-648-1911. 
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The 1911 ran reliably, and the barrel 
seemed to prefer 200-grain rounds.

The 1911 came 
with a Trijicon HD 
front sight and a 
serrated slide.

The ambidextrous 
thumb safety is 
another upgrade.

The Novak rear 
sight is easy to see 

in low light.



I

EVERYDAY CARRY

SMITH & WESSON’S
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It’s not often that removing a feature 
will sell more of a product, but that 
may just be the case with the newest 
Smith & Wesson M&P Shield pistol. 
Although it looks very similar to the 
original, S&W “fixed” the one objec-
tion many people had by removing the 
manual thumb safety.

Manual thumb safeties on pistols are, 
and have always been, a topic of debate 
among shooters. Some people like them, 
while others hate them. Often it seems 
there is no middle ground. When Smith 
& Wesson introduced the M&P Shield 
with a thumb safety in 2012, shooters 
seemingly polarized into two camps: 
those who would be happy to own the 
gun with the safety and those who would 
never buy the gun because of the safety. 
Fortunately for Smith & Wesson, the 
number of people willing to buy the gun 
was large enough to make the guns leap 
off of dealer shelves. The company was 
not deaf to the consumer demands for 
a safety-less version of the compact han-
gun, however, and has recently intro-
duced just such a pistol.

When rumors of a new M&P Shield 
began to circulate, I was concerned that 
the pistol may ship with a simple plug 
where the hole for the safety would go 
on the original version of the gun. Once 
the new M&P Shield was announced, I 

was pleased to see that 
this was not the case. 
There are no holes, plugs or blemishes 
on the frame where a safety would go on 
another platform variant.

 ULTRA-SLIM DESIGN 
The M&P Shield is a thin gun. Measuring 
less than an inch thick, the gun is easy 
to conceal underneath a shirt or other 
garment. The gun is also small enough 
to be carried in an ankle holster as a law 
enforcement officer’s backup gun. Part 
of the reason the gun is so thin is be-
cause it is a single-stack pistol. The gun 
I had was chambered in 9mm, but .40 
S&W is also available. Single-stack 9mm 
pistols have been gaining in popularity 
over the years, and many of the major 
manufacturers now offer one.

The M&P Shield is not the first suc-
cessful, compact, single-stack 9mm 
from Smith & Wesson. One of the more 
popular concealed carry pieces of the 
1990s was the Smith & Wesson Model 
3913. The Model 3913, still popular with 

Lightweight, thumb-safety-less 9mm  
designed for home and personal protection.

               BY RICHARD JOHNSON 

NEXT-GEN
SHIELD

The new Shield 
does away with  
the original’s 
thumb safety 
without an un- 
sightly frame plug.
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many shooters today, is a hammer-fired, 
metal-framed pistol. Although a different 
gun entirely, I can’t help but think the 
Shield is a spiritual descendant of the 
venerable Model 3913.

As with many of Smith & Wesson’s 
current pistol offerings, the Shield is a 
striker-fired handgun with a polymer 
frame. The barrel is slightly longer than 
3 inches, and the gun weighs only 19 
ounces unloaded. Although the styling is 
consistent with the other pistols in the 
M&P line, the Shield does not have in-
terchangeable backstraps like the larger 
guns. Because of the grip size, most 
people should not have any problems 
reaching the trigger. 

As with the original Shield, Smith & 
Wesson ships the pistol with a flush-
fitting, seven-round magazine and an 
extended eight-round mag. The eight-
round magazine has a sleeve that fits 
over a portion of the mag body and 

extends below the grip. This gives the 
shooter a little more gun to hold onto 
when shooting. However, the extension 
sleeve also can cause a problem by foul-
ing magazine ejection from the gun. The 
sleeve is designed to act as a grip, it can 
hang on the hand when you press the 
magazine release. I have experienced 
this issue with other pistols that use 
a magazine sleeve similar to this one. 
The problem is less pronounced on the 
Shield than other guns, but it still exists.

Several firearms instructors have told 
me they have seen the same problem 
with some of their students using the 
Shield in training classes. My recom-
mendation is to train with the gun exten-
sively before using it for self-defense. If 
the extended magazine ever gives you 
problems, consider using flush-fit maga-
zines only. The good news is the gun 
will fit most people’s hands without the 
need for the extension. My hand fits on 

 

When applied to handguns, the 
term “bodyguard” is synonymous 

with Smith & Wesson. The company has 
used the term for a variety of com-
pact pistols that have served armed 
citizens and law enforcement officers 
for decades. The following are some of 
S&W’s current handguns that maintain 
the bodyguard spirit.

S&W M&P  
Bodyguard  
380
A laser-less version 
of the original, the 
new M&P Bodyguard 
380 maintains all of the classic features 
that have made the gun a hot seller: It’s 
thin, compact, reliable and affordably 
priced. Chambered in .380 ACP, this 
low-recoiling gun carries a MSRP of 
only $379.

 
S&W M&P  
Bodyguard  
38
Using a hybrid 
polymer-aluminum 
frame, the matte black 
Bodyguard 38 is a “ham-
merless” revolver with an 
ambidextrous cylinder release  
and a built-in laser. Very light at only 
14.3 ounces, the gun holds five rounds 
of .38 Special and is +P rated. The 
MSRP for this model is $539. 

S&W M&P  
Compact
A compact version 
of the M&P duty pistol, 
the M&P Compact is a 
serious fighting handgun 
for those with a need for discreet carry. 
Caliber choices include 9mm, .357 SIG 
and .40 S&W. Options include Crimson 
Trace Lasergrips and frame-mounted 
thumb safeties. MSRP starts at $569.

 
S&W M&P  
340
With a scandium 
alloy frame, the 
M&P 340 weighs just 
a touch over 13 ounces. 
Topped with an XS Sights’ 
24/7 tritium front sight, this double-
action-only revolver is chambered in 
.357 Magnum. Finished in matte black, 
the M&P 340 carries an MSRP of $869.

S&W  
Model 43 C
The Model 43 
C is chambered 
in .22 LR and may 
be the perfect choice 
for anyone who is recoil 
sensitive due to injury or 
a medical condition. It holds 
eight rounds, weighs only 11 ounces 
and comes with an XS Sights tritium 
front sight. The MSRP is $689.

S&W Model 
351 C
Looking for more 
power than a .22 LR but 
don’t want the kick of a .38? 
The Model 351 C is a J-Frame 
revolver chambered for the .22 
Magnum and holds seven rounds in 
the cylinder. An XS Sights tritium front 
sight is standard. The MSRP is $689.

S&W Model 
442/642
Considered by many to be 
the ultimate pocket guns, 
the Model 442 and Model 
642 J-Frame revolvers are 
internal-hammer guns that 
tip the scales at 15 ounces. 
Chambered in .38 Special, the 
guns have either a matte black (442) 
or a matte silver (642) finish. S&W lists 
the MSRP at $469 for these guns.

S&W Performance  
Center Model 327
This Performance  
Center .357 Magnum revolver 
holds eight rounds in 
the titanium cylinder. A 
2-inch barrel and scandium 
frame make this gun easy to 
carry, while the tuned action 
makes it a dream to shoot. The 
distinctive wood grips complete 
this beautiful gun. The MSRP is $1,309.

EIGHT MORE CC SMITHS
COMPACT DEFENDERS

The ultra-compact S&W 
M&P Shield 9mm is easy 

to draw for protection 
when you need it most.

“I’d have no qualms  
    about carrying one 
 of these pistols for 
      my own protection.”
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the grip without having to curl my pinkie 
underneath the gun. 

Sights on the pistol are three-dot 
style, and are large enough to be seen 
and used easily. Both the front and rear 
are dovetailed, so you can add tritium or 
fiber-optic sights if you prefer. There are 
several companies making aftermarket 
sights designed to fit the M&P Shield. 
One of the benefits of the gun being part 
of an established line is that there is 
already a plethora of accessories in the 
market. Lasers, holsters and internal 

parts are all readily available from most 
of the usual accessory companies. 

The M&P Shield without a thumb 
safety remains very affordable. Its MSRP 
is only $449, and I’ve seen them being 
offered at retail prices for less than $400. 
That will put these guns into the budget 
of nearly everyone looking for a reliable 
concealed carry handgun.

 ON-RANGE DUTY
I was not surprised to find the Shield ran 
flawlessly on the range. Since the original 

gun was introduced more than two 
years ago, the technology is essentially 
debugged. I expected the gun to run well, 
and run well it did.

With me at the range was a group of 
experienced shooters, police officers 
and firearms instructors. Among us, we 
put more than a dozen different kinds of 
ammunition through the gun, including 
standard-pressure, +P and +P+ loads. No 
matter what we fed it, the gun ate it up 
and asked for more.

One of the more interesting loads 

     specifications

S&W M&P SHIELD 

Caliber  9mm

Barrel 3.1 inches

OA Length 4.6 inches

Weight 19 ounces

Grips Polymer

Sights Three-dot

Action Striker-fired

Finish Matte black

Capacity 7+1, 8+1

MSRP $449

S&W M&P SHIELD 

 “My evaluation gun ran 
100-percent reliably    
  and was easy to shoot.”
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was from Liberty Ammunition. Liberty 
Ammunition offers a nickel-plated, 
solid-copper hollow point that is light 
and fast. At just 50 grains, the bullet has 
an exceptionally large, hollow point and 
averaged nearly 1,850 feet per second 
(fps) over my chronograph. Even with 
such a fast load, recoil felt the same or 
less when compared to any of the other 
defensive loads we shot.

Some small guns have a harsh recoil 
impulse, but the Shield is not one of 
them. High-pressure loads were easy to 
manage. While recoil is greater on this 
gun than on a full-size M&P, follow-up 
shots were reasonably fast. The recoil 
spring is heavier than what I have felt 
on other compacts. Generally, good 
technique will overcome any problems 
with slide manipulation. There are some 
people, however, that will not be able to 
reliably operate the slide due to infirmity 
or other strength issues. Try working the 
slide in a gun store before laying down 
your dollars.

For a striker-fired pistol, the trigger 
felt heavier than I would have liked. 
Smith & Wesson rates the M&P Shield’s 
trigger pull at 6.5 pounds.

Accuracy with this pistol was excel-
lent. At 15 yards, groups were nearly 
as tight as they were at 7 yards. Hitting 
a man-sized target farther away, at 25 
yards and beyond, should not be a prob-
lem for the average shooter.

 BUILT FOR BACKUP
The pistols of the M&P Shield line are 
quality guns that are building a solid 
reputation for performance and reliabil-
ity at an affordable price. They are made 
in the USA and are backed by a lifetime 
service policy from one of the biggest 
names in the industry.

I’d have no qualms about carrying 
one of these pistols for my own protec-
tion. My evaluation gun ran 100-percent 
reliably and was easy to shoot. If you are 
looking for a compact pistol in a duty 
caliber, I highly recommend checking 
out this new M&P Shield  pistol from 
Smith & Wesson. For more, visit smith-
wesson.com or call 800-331-0852. 

S&W M&P SHIELD 

     performance

S&W M&P SHIELD 9mm

load               velocity accuracy

bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in feet 
per second (fps) by chronograph and accuracy in 
inches for best five-shot groups at 7 yards.

Hornady Critical Duty 135 929 1.31

HPR 124 JHP 911 2.50

Liberty Civil 1,844 2.75 
Defense 50 JHP



M&P® PISTOLS.  AN EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE TO FEEL TO BELIEVE.

ERGONOMIC FIT FOR MORE CONTROL.  PRECISION BUILT FOR MORE ACCURACY.

.22LR    s    9MM    s    .40S&W    s    .45ACP

#EXPERIENCE #MANDP AT SMITH-WESSON.COM/MPPISTOLS



imfire handguns have 
long been popular 
with shooters as a 
way to build funda-
mental skills without 
abusing the hands or 

the wallet. A number of companies make 
rimfire conversion kits for existing self-
defense handguns that allow a shooter to 
train with the exact pistol he or she relies 
on for protection.

One of those companies is Advantage 
Arms. The company offers conversion 
kits for a number of handguns, including 
one of the most popular handgun brands: 
Glock. Recently, I was able to obtain and 
evaluate a rimfire conversion kit for my 
Glock 19 Gen2 pistol.

Reliable Rimfire
My kit arrived in a hard plastic carrying 
case with a slide assembly, magazine, 
a cleaning kit and detailed instruc-
tions. Installing the conversion kit was 
dead simple, and anyone who has field 
stripped a Glock pistol will be able to 
complete the process in less than a min-
ute. The only key is to ensure the ejector 
is properly installed on the barrel when 
assembling the gun.

The sights are similar to what one 

might find on a stock Glock. The front 
sight is a white dot, while the rear sight 
is an adjustable outline typical to the 
platform. The slide and barrel assembly 
in the conversion kit are lighter than the 
original parts they replace.

Advantage Arms includes a list of 
recommended ammunition that has 
worked well with the kits. Included on the 
list were CCI AR Tactical, CCI Blazer and 
CCI Mini-Mag bullets. I was able to obtain 
several boxes of each ammunition type to 
take to the range.

Shooting the conversion kit on the 
range was a lot of fun. The .22 LR is 
known as having very little recoil, and in 
the Glock 19 there was virtually none. As 
installed, the sights on my gun had me 
shooting high and left. With a few turns 
of a screwdriver, the shots were brought 
down to point of aim.

My experiences with other brands of 
conversion kits for AR-style rifles and 
pistols have been mixed. Often reliability 
has been highly suspect. The Advantage 
Arms kit for the Glock was refreshingly 
reliable. Using the recommended am-
munition, I experienced no malfunctions 
of any kind. Every round fired, extracted 
and loaded as I would hope. Accuracy 
was acceptable, running about 3.5 inches 

for most groups at 15 yards. Many of the 
groups wound up with four shots cluster-
ing into less than 2 inches with a lone 
flyer that opened up the spread.

Additionally, the last shot hold-open 
worked exactly as expected. When the 
last shot fired, the slide locked back. 
Additionally, the magazine dropped free 
without any problems. Overall, I was very 
impressed by the kit.

The Advantage Arms conversion kits 
can be had for many different Glock mod-
els. While the company makes kits for 
both Gen4 and legacy-generation Glock 
pistols, the kits are not interchangeable. 
In other words, you cannot run a Gen4 kit 
on an older frame.

In addition to the company’s line 
of Glock conversion kits, Advantage 
Arms offers rimfire kits for the 
Springfield Armory XD and XD(M) 
pistols. Additionally, the company of-
fers a number of kits for 1911 pistols. 
The Springfield Armory kits fit a wide 
range of models and come standard 
with adjustable sights. The 1911 kits are 
designed to work with full-size, mil spec 
1911A1-frame pistols. A matte black fin-
ish is standard on all models. For more 
information, visit advantagearms.com or 
call 661-257-2290.

R
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Advantage Arms 
offers a wide range of 

rimfire conversion kits, 
including those for Glock, 

Springfield Armory and 
1911-style pistols.

RIMFIRES

.22  CALIBER   CONVERTS

4

Convert today to save big on ammo, sharpen 
your skills and have tons of fun at the range! 
BY RICHARD L. JOHNSON



The Colt 1991® Series is a direct descendant of the original Colt model 
of 1911. A long trigger, flat mainspring housing and original style recoil 
spring system remain from the original M1911 design. Upgrades from the 
original include the white dot sights and a lowered ejection port for extra 
reliability. The 1991 Series still remains “the standard” that everyone tries 
to imitate, but no one duplicates. When looking for the one that started it 
all, demand quality; demand Colt.

INTRODUCED IN 1911.
 OFTEN IMITATED,   NEVER DUPLICATED. 

COLT.COM      800.962.COLT              FACEBOOK.COM/COLTFIREARMS              @COLTFIREARMS
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OTHER .22 KITS TO CONSIDER

Sig Sauer
 

.22 Rimfire Conversion Kit 
(P220/P226/P229) 
Sig Sauer offers a number of rimfire conversion 
kits to cover the classic line of pistols including the 
P220, P226 and P229 models. These kits are easy to 
install, as they merely require the shooter to remove 
the slide assembly and replace it with the assembly 
included in the kit.

The kit’s aluminum slide is machined from solid 
aluminum billet and topped with adjustable target 
sights. Sig cautions that the kits are not designed to 
work with California-compliant models, nor will they 
work with the older P220 pistols that used a maga-
zine release located on the heel of the gun. 

Standard kits use a 4.5-inch barrel. Sig Sauer 
also offers kits that use threaded barrels. With the 
threaded barrel, a shooter can easily add a sound 
suppressor for safer shooting.

 

.22 P938  
Rimfire Conversion Kits 
The single-action P938 is a popular pistol in the 
Sig Sauer catalog, and now shooters can convert 
the gun to shoot .22 LR for cheaper practice and 
plinking fun. The kits come as a standard conversion 
and as a target version. The standard kits include 
everything needed to transform the gun to a rimfire 
pistol, including a slide and barrel assembly plus 
a 10-round magazine. The Target kit upgrades the 
sights to fully adjustable target sights. (sigsauer.
com; 866-345-6744)

Kimber
 

Rimfire Target  
Conversion Kit 
If you are looking to shoot rimfire 
rounds through your 1911, Kimber 
has a kit for you. The Rimfire 
Target Conversion Kit will convert 
a full-size Kimber or another 
brand’s 1911 pistol to fire .22 LR 
ammo. The kit includes a 5-inch, 
match-grade barrel and adjust-
able target sights. A polymer, 
10-round magazine is included 
with the conversion kit. The kit will 
work with any mil-spec 1911 with 
a 4-inch or 5-inch barrel. 

 

Rimfire Compact  
Conversion Kit  
Similar to the conversion kit for 
full-size 1911 pistols, the Kimber 
Rimfire Compact Conversion Kit 
will transform the company’s 
Ultra, Compact and Pro models 
into .22 LR pistols. The kit will 
also work with other brands of 
compact 1911 pistols. The kit 
includes a stainless steel barrel, 
lightweight aluminum slide and a 
polymer magazine. The sights are 
drift adjustable. (kimberamerica.
com; 888-243-4522) 

Tactical  
Solutions

 

2211 
Tactical Solutions offers a pair of kits 
for Government- and Commander-
length 1911 pistols. The 2211 kits are 
made of heat-treated steel for longev-
ity and a realistic feel during training. 
The Standard kit comes with adjust-
able sights, while the Combo Rail 
kit adds a Picatinny rail between the 
sights for the addition of an optic.

 

TSG-22 
Tactical Solutions also makes a pair 
of rimfire conversion kits for Glock 
pistols. The first is for the G17 and 
G22 models, and the second is for the 
G19 and G23 models. Both kits are 
fully compatible with all generations 
of Glock pistols, including the modern 
Gen4. The TSG-22 kits use 4140 steel 
instead of aluminum to retain a famil-
iar heft for accurate training. Factory 
Glock sights are also used on the guns 
to give the shooter a very good training 
experience. TSG-22 kits can also be 
had with standard or threaded barrels 
for the addition of a sound suppressor 
or other muzzle device. (tacticalsol.
com;  866-333-9901) 

Sig Sauer P938 
Conversion Kit

Tactical Solutions 
TSG-22 Kits

RIMFIRES

Kimber  
Rimfire Target 
Conversion Kit



58 Titles to choose from!:

#1424 1873, 1866 & 1876 Rifles

#1414 1892 & 1886 Rifles

#1054 AKS-MAK90 - AK47 Semi-Auto

#1034 AR-15 Rifles

#1104 Beretta 92 / Taurus P92 Pistols

#1544 Beretta Px4 Storm Pistols

#1394 Browning 1919-A4 Machine Guns

#1274 Browning A-5 Rem 11, Savage 720

#1024 Browning Hi Power Pistols

#1574 Charter Arms Bulldog Revolver

#1014 Colt 1911 .45 Auto Pistols

#1244 Colt Single Action Revolvers

#1454 CZ-52 Pistols

#1314 CZ-75 & EAA Witness Pistols

#3074 Enfield Rifles

#1224 FN-FAL Rifles

#1524 FNH FNP-9/40 Pistols

#1064 Glock Pistols

#1514 H & K MP5

#1504 H & K USP Pistols

#1074 H&K, CETME, & G-3 Rifles

#1214 Hi-Standard Auto Pistols

#1304 Luger Pistols

#1184 M1 Garand M1A Rifles

#1204 M1/M2 Carbines

#1164 Makarov Pistols

#1334 Marlin 39 & 39A Lever Action .22

#1264 Marlin Lever Action Rifles 1894 & 336

#1284 Marlin/Glenfield Semi-Auto .22 Rifles

#1434 Mauser 98 Rifles

#1194 Mossberg 500 Series Shotguns

#1124 Remington 1100 & 1187 Shotguns

#1354 Remington 700 Rifles

#1484 Remington 742/762 Rifles

#1114 Remington 870 Shotguns

#1094 Ruger® 10/22® Rifles

#1464 Ruger® Double Action Revolvers

#1564 Ruger® LCP®/LC9® and 

Kel-Tec P-3AT Pistols

#1154 Ruger® Mini-14® & Mini-30 Rifles

#1144 Ruger® MKI, MKII & MKIII, 

.22 Pistols

#1294 Ruger® Single Action Revolvers

#1534 Ruger® SR9®/SR40®/SR45™ Pistols

#1494 S&W M&P Semi Auto Pistols

#1474 Savage Arms 10-116 Series 

#1234 SIG Auto Pistols

#1044 SKS Rifles

#1174 Smith & Wesson Auto Pistols

#1084 Smith & Wesson Revolvers

#1554 Springfield 1903 Rifles

#1444 Springfield Armory XD Pistols

#1384 Sterling Submachine Guns

#1324 Taurus Revolvers

#1374 Thompson Submachine Guns

#1404 UZI Submachine Guns

#1364 Walther PPK/S & FEG PA3 Pistols

#1134 Winchester 1894 Rifle

#1254 Winchester 97 Pump Shotguns

#1344 Winchester Model 12 Shotguns

Learn how to completely disassemble, 

maintain, repair, and reassemble your guns

fast and easily with total confidence using

these DVD manuals from AGI!

Limit 3 Free with 6 purchased. 
Offer expires 3/31/15.

Each DVD includes a 
printable schematic!

Only $39.95 each (plus s/h).



G42 CLIPDRAW 
The new ClipDraw allows a user to  
carry the new Glock 42 concealed 
comfortably and securely sans a holster. 
Providing maximum concealment with no 
added bulk, the ClipDraw is ideal for off-duty 
or undercover concealed carry. The powder-
coated, spring-tempered, high-carbon steel 
device prevents abrasion while providing all-day 
secure carry. The ClipDraw comes with a fully 
machined replacement slide cover plate as well 
as extra screws and washers for a quick and 
easy installation process. (clipdraw.com)

MILT SPARKS 
CRITERION IWB
The Criterion IWB holster from Milt 
Sparks features the company’s new 
self-closing, neodymium magnetic loop, 
which has the same holding attributes as 
the traditional one-way snap but is much 
easier to align and fasten to the belt. The 
steel cup portion of the closure shields 
the belt from putting direct pressure on 
the loop closure to keep accidental sep-
aration from happening. The Criterion 
rides as low as possible in the waistband 
while still allowing for a full firing grip on 
initial hand contact. Currently made for 
Glock and 1911-style pistols, the Criterion 
is available with a rough-side-out natural 
finish or smooth-side-out black, cordo-
van or tan finish. (miltsparks.com)

SEC•UBIT GUN SHOT COUNTER 
The SEC•UBIT GSC (Gun Shot Counter) is the 
ultimate upgrade for shooters who want to improve 
split time (time between shots) to 1/1000 of a second, 
increase shooting accuracy and keep a full record of 
shot count for maintenance. The GSC is one of the 
smallest counting and recording devices available—
small enough to fit into the grip pocket of a Glock Gen1 
through Gen3 pistol while preserving grip ergonom-
ics and carrying comfort. The unit serves as a true 
“black box” and electronic odometer for your gun and 
computes time between shots (split time) and rate of 
fire to provide you with the necessary data to improve 
your accuracy. The 0.32-ounce unit includes software 
to track the data for more than 500,000 shots on your 
Android phone or PC. (commandarms.com)

THE GUN SHOP
NEW PRODUCTS
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PYRAMID TRIGGER SYSTEM 
The Pyramid Trigger System for Glock handguns 
brings reliability, function, feel and overall appear-
ance to new heights. The trigger itself is wider and 
intricately machined from aerospace-grade billet 
aluminum. Both pre-travel and overtravel are user 
adjustable for precise, predictable operation, yet 
the trigger retains all of the safety features built into 
Glock autopistols. From a user perspective, the trig-
ger is lighter, shorter and crisper, greatly increasing 
accuracy. Pyramid Trigger owners also get to person-
alize their Glock with 36 different color combinations 
of trigger and safety. (pyramidtrigger.com)

FOBUS GL42ND HOLSTER
The lightweight and extremely rugged Fobus Interantional GL42ND 
holster is constructed with reinforced polymer. A tension-adjustment 
screw allows the user to select their preferred presentation without 
sacrificing security while a rubberized paddle insert provides added 
comfort and stability. The holster’s steel rivet attachment system on 
the paddle and holster body are reinforced for added durability and 
strength. The one-piece holster body’s design also ensures that a pis-
tol’s sight channel is protected during use. (fobusholster.com)

QF920S MULTI-9  
PISTOL STORAGE CASE
Designed for shooters who have multiple  
pistols and want to store them in a safe  
place, the QF920S storage case houses  
your pistols in very secure foam slots for  
safely storing and transporting your valuable  
firearms. The case can fit Glocks, all 1911s  
and most pistols on the market. The case  
even has two slots that will house your  
pistol with a light or laser attached to  
the barrel. The case is watertight,  
airtight with a pressure relief valve,  
and the foam lining is impervious  
to water and chemicals. The case  
comes with edge casters, a  
retractable pull handle, padlock  
holes and optional key locks on  
the latches if needed. The QF920S  
from Quick Fire is made in America  
and comes with a lifetime warranty. 
(quickfirecases.com)
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than standard checkering. Over the 
course of the day it never bothered me. 
If you like checkering you will like this 
treatment. The grips were a different 
story. They were plenty aggressive and 
a bit sharp to suit me. When used with 
gloves they were awesome. I may as well 
have had the pistol in a vice. Bare handed 
they would be painful for many. (Editor’s 
note: Not long after this T&E, GI refined 
the grips of the FRAG.)

The sights are well suited to a fighting 
pistol. The rear sight ledge allows for 
unconventional loads and clearance pro-
cedures yet it conceals well. A U-shaped 
notch that is a bit rounded made for fast 
target acquisition. The gold or brass 
bead is easy to pick up, especially in 
daylight. Where tritium is not required 
or needed, this style is fast becoming my 
favorite front sight.

 BIG-BORE SECURITY
Everything on this pistol worked as you 
would expect from a custom pistol. 
Safety manipulation was positive, and 
it stayed put during concealed carry. 
Trigger operation was great, with a solid 
reset that was easy to find. Over the 
course of the day it just sort of became 
one with my hand like only truly custom 
1911-style pistols can do. 

For concealed carry, my preference 
would be an ambidextrous safety, but 
that is personal. Otherwise, the FRAG 
is about perfect for me. It’s full of nice 
touches, including the slim magazine 
well funnel and sleek finish. If you are 
looking for a no-nonsense, custom 
1911 without banners on the slide and 
unwanted bells and whistles, this may 
be just the ticket. For more information, 
visit guncrafterindustries.com or call 
479-665-2466. 

what

GUNCRAFTER FRAG

The pistol 
comes with 
a smooth  
mag well  
that speeds 
up reloads.
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Adco
Adcodist.com

Aguila Ammo
Aguilaammo.com

Alien Gear Holsters
Aliengearholsters.com

American Derringer
Amderringer.com

American Gunsmithing
Americangunsmith.com

American Tactical 
Americantactical.us

Amerihide
Amerihide.com

Armalaser
Armalaser.com

Aro-Tek LTD
Arotek.com

Black Hills Ammunition
Black-hills.com

Blue Stone Safety
Bluestonesafety.com

Bob Mernickle Holsters
Mernickleholsters.com

Boberg Arms
Bobergarms.com

Chiappa Firearms
Chiappafirearms.com

Colt
Coltsmfg.com

Corbon
Corbon.com

Crimson Trace
Crimsontrace.com

Crossbreed Holsters
Crossbreedholsters.com

Crossfire Gear
Crossfiregear.com

Cylinder & Slide
Cylinder-slide.com

Dead Ringer
Deadringerhunting.com

Decal Grip
Decalgrip.com

DeSantis
Desantisholster.com

Dillon Precision
Dillonprecision.com

Eagle Imports Inc.
Eagleimportsinc.com

European  
American Armory
Eaacorp.com

EZ Holsters
Ezholsters.com

Forge Survival Supply
Forgesurvivalsupply.com

Pyramid Trigger
Pyramidtrigger.com

Quick Fire Cases
Quickfirecases.com

Republic Forge
Republicforge.com

Resco Instruments
rescoinstruments.com

Robert Louis Company
Pistolaser.com

Rock Island Armory/
Armscor
ShootingDNA.com

Ruger
Ruger.com

SCCY
Sccy.com

Sig Sauer
Sigsauer.com

Smith & Wesson
Smith-wesson.com

SOG Specialty Knives
Sogknives.com

Spartan Blades
Spartanbladesusa.com

Springfield Armory
Springfield-armory.com

Steyr Arms
Steyrarms.com

SureFire
Surefire.com

Tactical Life™
Tactical-Life.com

Taurus USA
Taurususa.com

Taylor’s & Co
Taylorsfirearms.com

Tetra Gun Care
Tetraguncare.com

True North Knives
Truenorthknives.com

Tuff Products
Tuffproducts.com

Umarex USA
Umarexusa.com

Undertech Undercover
Undertechundercover.com

Viridian
viridian.com

VZ Grips
Vzgrips.com

Walther Arms
Waltherarms.com

Wilson Combat
Wilsoncombat.com

Galco
Galcogunleather.com 

General Tire
Generaltire.com

Glock
Glock.com

Glockstore
Glockstore.com

GTUL
Mygtul.com

HKS Speedloaders
Hksspeedloaders.com

HolsterOps
Holsterops.com

Hornady
Hornady.com

Iammo
Iammo.com

Kimber
Kimberamerica.com

Kirkpatrick Leather
Kirkpatrickleather.com

Kramer Handgun Leather
Kramerleather.com

Kriss USA
Kriss-usa.com

Lone Wolf
Lonewolfdist.com

Masc Holster
Mascholster.com

Magnaport
Magnaport.com

Maxsell
Collectorsarmory.com

Mec-gar
Mec-gar.com

Milt Spark Holsters
Miltsparks.com

MTR Custom Leather
Mtrcustomleather.net

N82 Tactical
N82tactical.com

NIC Industries
Nicindustries.com

North American Arms
Northamericanarms.com

Pachmayr
Pachmayr.com

Pearce Grips
Pearcegrip.com

Personal Defense World™
Personaldefenseworld.com

Present Arms
Presentarmsinc.com
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A JEFF COOPER 
RETROSPECTIVE
Excerpts from Gunsite Gargantuan Gossip!

FREEDOM DEFINED4Freedom of 
religion does not include (in this coun-
try) the right to polygamy or to human 
sacrifice. The ancient right to hospitality 
in Arab lands does not include the right 
to befoul the food and burn the tent. 
The right of the people to keep and bear 
arms does not include the right to carry 
a grenade into the statehouse. Equally, 
academic freedom does not include the 
right to advocate the destruction of the 
very institutions which make it possible.

GUN CONTROL4“New York City: 
America’s Socialist paradise and the 
perfect example of what you get with 
‘gun control.’

“If you took a map of the USA, and 
you put in the areas with the worst 
crime rates, and on top of that you put 
another map overlay of those areas with 
the most restrictive gun control laws 
against honest citizens, you would have 
a perfect match. Also the other way 
around. If you had a map of the lowest 
crime areas, and a map overlay of those 
areas with the least gun control against 
honest citizens, you would have a per-
fect match. The historic record is clear: 
honest, armed citizens reduce crime, 
disarmed honest citizens increase 
crime.”—American Firearms, Jan. 1991

GEORGIAN SECRETS4Apparently 
the Georgians have a whole lot of 
personal guns, and it is driving the 
Russians up the walls. Now just how 
those people got hold of those guns is 
puzzling, as the Empire rulers do not 
even accept personal property, much 
less personal weapons. Yet here we 
have a whole armed populace tucked 
away down there in Caucasia. How 
did that happen? When we find out we 
must tell the citizens of Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut, and New Jersey, and 
Maryland, and California—and a good 
many others among our police states.

HANDGUN HISTORY4“The first 
pistols of which there is any authentic 
information were made about 1540 
by one Caminelleo Vitelli, at Pistoia, 

Italy, from which place the arm took its 
name.” —A.L. Himmelwright, Pistol and 
Revolver Shooting (1922)

HAVE GUN, WILL DEFEND4In re-
reading Churchill, we note yet again the 
abject need manifested by the British 
population in World War II for some sort 
of personal weapon. Thanks to God, 
the United States Constitution, and the 
National Rifle Association of America, 
that need should never be felt here. 
As the Boston lady said when she was 
asked where she bought her hats, “But 
my dear, we don’t buy our hats, we have 
our hats.” The true American does not 
need to buy a gun, he has his gun. So let 
it be written! So let it be made!

RAISING ’EM RIGHT4If we can 
believe what we read in the papers, the 
permissive society has gradually turned 
its young into enemies. One can hardly 
read the popular press without deriv-
ing the impression that young people 
are not only not on the same team as 
their parents, but actually on the other 
side in some ill-defined war. Competent 
adults understand that the young are 
not to be endured—they are to be 
trained. Youth is not a hedonistic play-
ground, rather a training camp pointed 
at a successful life.

WARRIOR’S VIEWPOINT4“The ba-
sic difference between an ordinary man 
and a warrior is that a warrior takes 
everything as a challenge, while an or-
dinary man takes everything as a bless-
ing or a curse.”—Carlos Castañeda

ORIGINS OF CHAMPION4You may 
have wondered about the origin of the 
word “champion.” It turns out, however, 
that we discovered the answer to this 
on the tomb of El Cid in the cathedral at 
Burgos. On the marble slab is engraved, 
in gold, the following: “Rodericus Didaci 
Campidoctor.” The Latin word campidoc-
tor signifies “professor of campaign,” or 
more simply, master of battle (currently 
found in the German Kampfmeister). 
Campidoctor evolved into campeador, 

which is the word by which the Cid is 
generally described. Campeador evolved 
into campeon, or in English, champion.

NATURAL SHOOTER4For those 
who did not finish junior high school, 
we point out that instinct is inborn, 
whereas reflex is programmed. Thus 
one can instinctively remove his finger 
from a hot stove, but he cannot instinc-
tively shoot. Unsighted fire is a very high 
art, but it is not instinctive. Moreover, 
it should not be encouraged except in 
people who are prepared to devote a 
great deal of time and ammunition to it. 
We used to do a lot of it, but we dropped 
it when we took up teaching.

GUN SAINT4Perhaps you have not 
heard of San Gabriel Possenti. He was 
born in Assisi in 1838 and was canon-
ized in 1920. One of his noble works was 
the confounding of a violent rapist, to-
gether with his entire gang, by means of 
a pistol and demonstrated marksman-
ship. San Gabriel may be considered the 
patron saint of the handgunner.  

“The basic difference 
between an ordinary 
man and a warrior 
is that a warrior 
takes everything 
as a challenge...” 

Note: The intellectual property of Jeff Cooper is 
owned by Gunsite Academy and reprinted from 
Gunsite Gossip 3 with their permission. Jeff Cooper’s 
books are available from the ProShop (928-636-
4565; gunsite.com) and jeffcooperbooks.com.



THE NEW P320. We asked leading law enforcement professionals what 

they required in a pistol. They told us they needed safe, tool-free disassembly. 

A smooth, consistent trigger pull. A proper fi t for any hand size—not just a 

back strap. We listened. And carefully followed orders. The result is the P320. 

A superior pistol in every way.

WE 

DROPPED 

THE HAMMER
 ON THE COMPETITION.

P320
™

Learn more at 

SIGSAUER.COM/P320
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Kimber of ers nearly 200 purpose-built pistols and rif es to meet any need.

Micro .380 ACP pistols bring an unequaled level of safety, dependability and 

performance to concealed carry. Small and light, they blend KimberÆ quality with 

superior 1911 ergonomics and simple operation. Mild .380 ACP recoil and a 

smooth single-action trigger pull make them a pleasure to shoot, even for those 

with small hands. Frames machined from the finest aluminum ensure several 

lifetimes of service. Each includes a 6-round magazine, and an extended 7-round 

magazine is available as an accessory. Four models cover any concealed carry 

application. Visit a Kimber Master Dealer and see for yourself.

Light. Compact. Powerful.

The Kimber Micro .380 ACP.

The new Micro CDP™ (LG) and Micro Carry™ Stainless (right) 

.380 ACP pistols weigh just 13.4 ounces. A 2.75-inch barrel 

makes them easy to carry and conceal.

Micro pistols have a stainless steel barrel for 

superior resistance to moisture. Steel sights 

are mounted in dovetails machined into the 

slide for strength.

1911-inspired controls include a serrated 

thumb safety plus a checkered slide release 

lever and magazine release button for safe, 

positive and fast operation.

All Micro models feature a single action 

trigger with a smooth and consistent 

7-pound pull that builds conf dence and 

increases accuracy.

kimberamerica.com

(888) 243-4522

W H A T  A L L  G U N S  S H O U L D  B E

MADE IN AMERICA


