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The

NEWS of the tragic accident involving
fatalities and serious injuries after the
derailment of a TGV in France, which

was being tested on a high-speed line, brings
home that such activity is not without its risks.

While the cause of the accident has been
attributed to excessive speed (see p6), it is
easy to overlook the risks both railway and
manufacturers’ staff take during testing to
ensure new trains are safe for us to use.

With the incident coming less than 24
hours after at least 130 innocent people
were killed and nearly 400 injured by
terrorists in multiple attacks in Paris, it simply
compounded an awful weekend for France.

Though it is more than 10 years since
London’s transport network was attacked by
terrorists, these terrible events in Paris and
elsewhere should also remind us how vigilant
we need to be every day, not only on public
transport, but in any public place, by keeping
our eyes and ears open at all times, alert to
any suspicious activity.

It is unfortunate that we live in difficult
and troubled times, and nothing should be
taken for granted.

Season's Greetings
On a lighter note, I find it hard to believe
another year is drawing to a close, and little
did I think 12 months ago that I’d be in the
hot seat of The RM.Where has the time gone?

Reflecting on the year, its been a very

TRAIN OF THOUGHT
Editor’s
Comment

Taking risks and being vigilant

interesting time for the railways. A major
high was the opening of the Borders Railway,
however, the closure of the last remaining
collieries and the loss of a large proportion of
coal traffic due to carbon taxes is a low point
for freight. It is a situation not helped by the
decision that within 10 years, all coal-fired
power stations could be closed.

Looking ahead to 2016, there is still
much to be positive about, particularly with
the main line testing of IEP, and the
arrival of the dual-power Class 88, and also
the tram-train project. The year also promises
the return of even more heritage traction to
the main line, something few could predict.

The RM will continue to be your first port
of call for the latest developments in railways,
and to make sure you don’t miss the news,
why not take out a subscription? See p28-29.

In addition you can follow us on Twitter
or like us on Facebook.

Finally, the staff of The Railway Magazine
wish all its readers a very Happy Christmas
and a prosperous new year.

CHRIS MILNER, Editor

‘Grid’heaven?Onceconsideredsurplus to requirementsand fit for scrap,2016promises tosee the returnofmoreheritagediesel locos.
LinedupatUKRail Leasing’sLeicesterdepotonNovember20are56032,56060,56077,56038,56006,56081and56301.BRADJOYCE
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East Midlands Trains HST No. 43064
eases out of King's Cross platform 1
with the 17.19 to Hull on November 11
as Virgin East Coast Class 91 No. 91126
waits to depart with the 17.49 to Leeds.
In platforms 3 and 4 are the 17.40
Peterborough and 18.00 Edinburgh.
GEOFF GRIFFITHS
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TURBINELOCOMOTIVES

Conceived just after the Second World War, but not built until the late 1950s,English Electric’s GT3 was Britain’s last great experiment in producing a gasturbine-powered locomotive. Gary Boyd-Hope explores thelife and times of the locomotive
that came too late.

GT3

WHEN British Rail stopped testing
its experimental APT-E in 1976,
it brought an end to a 30-year
flirtation between the UK’srailways and gas turbine technology as a potentialsource of motive power.

Even across Europe, namely in France,Sweden, Switzerland, Russia, Czechoslovakiaand Germany, gas turbines as an alternative todiesel and electric power had been trialled, oftenwith considerable success, but never enoughto warrant their wholesale adoption. In fact,only the Union Pacific Railroad in the USAever put an entire fleet of gas turbine-poweredlocomotives to work, the rest of the world beinglimited to one-offs or experimental designs.When we talk of gas turbines we tendto think of jet aircraft, yet even before FrankWhittle’s W1X jet took to the skies in 1941,the benefits of the gas turbine engine as alightweight, compact, high-powered propulsionunit were being explored by industries acrossthe world. Compared to a diesel engine ofequivalent power, the gas turbine was relativelysimple. It featured fewer complex moving parts,used minimal oil for lubrication and could burnlow grade (and therefore low cost) fuels. Itsappeal was obvious, with the British firms ofMetropolitan-Vickers and English Electric bothbecoming forerunners in the field.

By 1939 the Swiss company of Brown-Boveri was developing an experimental 2,200hpexpress passenger gas turbine locomotive, whichit completed in 1941 (coincidentally). In-servicetesting of the locomotive, No. 1101, began withSwiss Federal Railways in1943 with high-speedtests taking place on SNCF metals in the first halfof 1946.

First blood to theWestern
In June of that year, the Great WesternRailway accepted an invitation to attend theInternational Railway Congress in Switzerland;Sir James Milne and CME Frederick

Hawksworth being the representatives. Partof their visit included a visit to Brown-Boveri’sBaden works, together with the opportunity toinspect No. 1101 at Basle, where a footplate tripwas also undertaken.
The GWR was already looking to acquirea gas turbine locomotive from Metropolitan-Vickers prior to this visit, yet the Swiss experienceundoubtedly led to Brown-Boveri securing anorder for what would become Britain’s first gasturbine locomotive – No. 18000.
The immediate post war years had aprofound effect on Britain’s railways, duringa time when the ‘Big Four’ were strugglingto overcome the ravages that the six years ofconflict had inflicted on the network. Anything

‘new’ that could enhance the run-down image ofrail travel during this period of austerity was seenas a good thing, and replacing steam traction wasa core aim in this regard.
No. 18000, and its Metro-Vick ‘sister’No. 18100, were to be the GWR’s big statementof future traction, just as the LMS was intendingwith its diesel-electric twins Nos. 10000 and10001, and the Southern with Nos. 10201and 10202. As fate would have it, the railwayswould be nationalised before any of these boldexperiments were delivered; only No. 10000arriving prior to Nationalisation, and even thenwith just three weeks to spare.
No. 18000 finally reached Harwich fromits Swiss builders in 1950, looking externallynot unlike a modern diesel locomotive. It hadan A1A-A1A configuration, employing the2,500hp gas turbine to power bogie-mountedelectric traction motors. No. 18100 arrived fromMetropolitan-Vickers’ Trafford Park works thefollowing year, becoming the first British-builtgas turbine locomotive. Like No. 18000 it hada top speed of 90mph, but was more powerfulthan its Swiss counterpart, being rated at3,000hp and having a Co-Co configuration.Over the next few years the pair wereextensively trialled and run over the WesternRegion and could achieve very impressive results,certainly meeting performance expectations.

Unfortunately, the Swiss locomotive sufferedrepeated combustion chamber problems anddamage to the turbine blades owing to depositsfrom the heavy fuel oil used, its reliabilityultimately negating its performance. Similarly,No. 18100 suffered problems with crackedbogies and was found to be more expensiveto run than the Brown-Boveri locomotive,its turbine following aircraft practice with sixaxial combustion chambers, and thereforeburning aviation kerosene. By the late 1950s noappreciable benefits over diesel traction had beenobtained and, following the publication of theBritish Transport Commission’s ModernisationPlan, the Western Region adopted the use ofdiesel-hydraulic locomotives as steam’s ultimatesuccessor. No. 18100 was withdrawn in 1958with No. 18000 following in 1960.
But Britain’s affair with the gas turbine didnot end there.

Enter English Electric
While the bigwigs at Swindon were busyordering the GWR’s gas turbine locomotive duo,a small team of engineers from English Electric’sWillans Works, Rugby, had set about the taskof developing a gas turbine suitable for a directdrive locomotive. The GWR pair had employedelectrical transmission, which was also the normin industrial applications. However, the Willans

Works team, led by John Hughes, believed thatthis was not necessary, or even desirable. Theiraim, therefore, was to create a propulsive unitthat could drive a locomotive’s wheels via asimple mechanical transmission.
An early design study for the project set arequirement for a locomotive capable of hauling500 tons at a sustained speed of 90mph. Thiswas later reinforced by the British TransportCommission, which advised that a locomotivesharing similar performance credentials as aStanier ‘Princess Coronation’ 4-6-2 wouldmeet its future haulage requirements. Using

dynamometer data of runs by the big Pacificsover Shap and Beattock, the EE engineerstheorised that a gas turbine capable of delivering2,700hp would deliver a drawbar horsepowerof 2,500, thereby largely equalling that of theStanier locomotives. Add to this the high power-to-weight ratio of the gas turbine, and theresulting locomotive would have a wider routeavailability. The result was the English ElectricEM27 gas turbine, a small two-shaft recuperativeopen-cycle unit, designed to work with amechanical transmission and capable of deliveringbetween 2,300hp and 3,000hp. This would form

The operation of GT3’s power plant was
beautifully simplistic compared to the internalcombustion engine. Air passed through the largebanks of filters at the front of the locomotiveinto six axial, and one centrifugal, compressorsto achieve a pressure of 60psi (at a ratio of 4.8:1).The compressed air then passed via diffusingtrumpets into the heat exchanger, where it washeated by exhaust gases before moving to thetwin combustion chambers.
Here, the heated air was mixed with fuel oiland ignited; the expanding gases driving thetwo-stage charging turbine (and in turn the

compressor), and then the three-stage powerturbine. The turbines were mounted on a centraldrive shaft which, via a flexible coupling andgearing arrangement (based on the Oldhamcoupling system), rotated the final drive on thecentre driving axle.
At start-up the turbine was turned over byan electric motor powered by the long rows ofbatteries on either side. A supply of propane wascarried to assist this, and once the turbine wasup to 2,700rpm and the compressor functioning,the electric motor cut out automatically.
The starting process took about 100 seconds.

THE GAS TURBINE PRINCIPLE

BRITAIN’S LAST
JET LOCOMOTIVE

After final completion at English Electric’s Vulcan Foundry in January 1961, GT3 was rolled out for its official works photograph, clearly displaying its attractive mid-brown
livery. Looking at the red fan at the front of the locomotive, the gas turbine appears to be running. COLIN J MARSDEN COLLECTION

A fascinating view of GT3 under construction in 1958 prior to its trials at the RugbyTesting Station. The large air-filter screen and predominant heat exchanger arereadily apparent. COLIN J MARSDEN COLLECTION

Ready for Rugby: A semi-completed GT3 awaits transfer to the Rugby TestingStation in early January 1959. Note the absence of a tender; the van carrying asmall diesel generator to keep GT3’s batteries replenished. TRANSPORT TREASURY

GT3 undergoes dynamometer testing on the rollers at Rugby in what is understoodto be early 1959. During the testing period GT3 achieved a top speed equivalent of97mph. GETTY IMAGES

Following the tests at the RugbyTesting Station, GT3’s EM27L power plant wasremoved and taken toWhetstone for further tests. The locomotive is seen attheVulcan Foundry around 1960 as the final superstructure is manufactured inreadiness for the return of the gas turbine. COLIN J MARSDEN COLLECTION
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Semaphore farewell
Michael Rhodes looks at the impact of Network Rail’s £96.5millionresignalling project. It will include the loss of iconic gantries at WrawbyJunction and numerous other signalboxes in the area.

DURING a 17-day engineering
possession, starting on Christmas
Eve 2015, the line from
Scunthorpe to Cleethorpes is dueto be resignalled. This will bring an end toone of Britain’s most well-known and mostphotographed manually signalled locations, atWrawby Junction.

The North Lincolnshire resignallingproject had originally envisaged closure ofnot just the signalboxes between Scunthorpeand Cleethorpes, but also those controlling

the Brigg line between Wrawby Junction andGainsborough, the Barton-on-Humber branch,and the Immingham light railway betweenImmingham Docks and Marsh Junction.A combination of engineering delays andcost overruns led to a change in the plannedresignalling to concentrate on just the mainlinebetween Scunthorpe and Cleethorpes, withclosure of the signal and crossing boxes atAppleby (Lincs), Elsham, Wrawby Junction,Barnetby East, New Barnetby level crossing,Brocklesby, Roxton Siding, Stallingborough,

Marsh Junction and Pasture Street, as well asUlceby. Some 65 route miles of track are beingresignalled, and over the Christmas periodthere will be a rare five-day closure of all linesto Immingham Port.
Control of the line will be transferredto the new ROC in York. In this first of atwo-part feature we will travel from box-to-box along the line from Scunthorpe toCleethorpes, while part two will concentrateon the life and times of the boxes which havebeen reprieved for the time being.

Appleby
1. Opened in 1886, Appleby (Lincs) had containeda 23-lever frame dating back to the time of
opening. This was replaced in 2003 with a small IFS(Individual Function Switch) panel. The crossing
gates were controlled by a large wrought iron
wheel in the signalbox, seen here in November
2015. The wheel has a preservation order on it,
as does the signalbox, but it no longer controls
the crossing gates, which are the new standard
Network Rail style, with both radar and lidar (low
level radar) scanning and full skirts preventing
people ducking underneath them. A GB RailfreightClass 66 approaches with imported coal from
Immingham Docks (HIT) to Eggborough power
station on November 9, 2015.
ALL PICTURES BY MICHAEL RHODES.

2. In the early 1990s, before the modernisation ofthe crossing gates or the installation of the new IFSpanel, Appleby ’box was largely unchanged since
1886.

3. The rail head treatment trains (RHTT) in
Yorkshire are handled by Class 20s because of theirgreater route availability; a result of their lower
axle weight, due to some of the light traffic branchlines they have to treat. Class 20 Nos. 20308 and
20309 are seen passing Appleby signalbox with
the Grimsby to Bridlington leg of the daily North
Lincolnshire and East Yorkshire RHTT.

1

3

2

Elsham
4. Like neighbouring Appleby
signalbox, Elsham opened
in 1886 and had contained a
22-lever frame controlling the
gates and semaphore signals.
During the early spring of
2003, it too was modernised
with the installation of an IFS
panel and conversion of its
signals to colour light rather
than semaphores. This view,
taken in the 1990s, shows
Class 60 No. 60015 passing
with an empty iron ore train
from Santon to Immingham
Docks.

5. Colas Class 60 No. 60026
passes Elsham signalbox in
November 2015 with the
empty bitumen train from
Preston Docks to Lindsey
refinery. The base of the old
signalbox wheel and the
signalbox itself at Elsham
has a preservation order
and so, like the cabin at
Appleby, down the line, will
not be demolished during the
resignalling.

6. The signalman resets the
route on the IFS panel at
Elsham as Class 66 No. 66536
has just passed with imported
coal from Immingham to
Cottam power station.

5
6

4
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LL ook closely at the adjacent photograph. Therustic turn of the autumn leaves envelopesMaunsell ‘Q’ class 0-6-0 No. 30541 and itsshort train of Bulleid design carriages; all inlate British Railways, Southern Region condition.A tidy, steam-era lineside and traditional bullheadrail encapsulates the country byway atmosphere.The round white route discs carried by thelocomotive tell us that the train could be an all-stationsBrighton to Oxted service, traversing the LBSCR’squintessential ‘Cuckoo’ line, serving Hailsham,Hellingly, Horam, Heathfield, Mayfield, Rotherfield &Mark Cross, Eridge, Groombridge, High Rocks Haltand Tunbridge Wells West.
The ‘Q’s’ punctuated appearance on such routesadds spice to the variety of locomotives in Surrey andSussex, which already abounds with geriatric pre-Grouping designs, juxtaposed with more modern,cascaded Ivatt and Riddles tank engines.

Hallucination
Now try to find fault with the realism of whatis actually a 21st century scene, as though cruellyinterrupting this vivid hallucination.
The clues may not be immediately obvious, butthere are some.
The purists will have already seen them, havingpin-pointed the anachronisms that dictate the pictureas having one foot set firmly in the preservation-era:No. 30541 should carry a wider diameter chimney,having never carried the BR Standard ‘4MT’ examplethat it possesses today, and, to be strictly accurate, itshould also bear an oblong AWS battery box on thedriver’s side running plate, just in front of the cab.However, most of the fiction lies in the regrettablefact that the ‘Cuckoo’ line south of Eridge closed in1968.

Still, pretty convincing though, eh? Preservationat its nostalgic best, courtesy of the Bluebell Railwaywwhich breathed renewed life into the ‘Q’ earlier thisyyear after a 22-year hiatus.
The ‘six-coupled’ is pictured on November 2, thefirst day it was hired for a photo-charter for the benefitof those willing to pay a premium fare to be taken tooptimum vantage points on the 11-mile line and re-imagine those halcyon days.
Two further charter days followed that week andsuch is the locomotive’s current popularity in BR

No. 30541 at Bournemouth in 1961.MIKE POPE

An almost seamless Southern Region backwater scenerevived as ‘Q’No. 30541 leaves Freshfield bank in its wakeon a Jon Bowers-organised photo-charter at the BluebellRailway on November 2. NICK BRODRICK

THEONETHATFLEWOVERTHE ‘CUCKOOLINE'RichardMaunsell’s Southern ‘Q’ isn’t a class thatwilltopmany enthusiast's charts, butNickBrodrick findsthat its preserved example has helped redefine thereputation of the rugged Eastleigh 0-6-0s.

MAUNSELL’S ‘Q’

JOINTHE 'Q':Maunsell'smuch-maligned0-6-0s - p36 GASTURBINE POWER: FocusonGT3 -p22 ENDOFANERA: Lincolnshire's semaphores - p50
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By Keith Fender

DERAILMENT of a French railways’
(SNCF) TGV at high-speed on November
14 killed 11 people and injured more
than 37. The driver survived the crash.
The accident happened near

Eckwersheim, a fewmiles west of
Strasbourg, and left the train – a special
TGV test train formed of DASYE set
No. 744 – scattered in surrounding
fields, with some sections on fire and the
trailing power car partially submerged in
the Marne-Rhine Canal.
As if the derailment wasn’t bad enough,

six days after the accident, an initial
report into the incident by SNCF revealed
that there were seven people in the
driving cab, the unauthorised presence of
children on the test train, and the ‘certain
cause’was excessive speed due to late
braking for a curve.
The accident happened on a new

106km-long section of Phase 2 of the LGV
Est européenne, a 320km high-speed line
that is due to be opened on April 3, 2016.
The first section opened in 2007.
The test train was running eastbound,

one of many being operated to test
signalling, power and track systems
before public services begin. SNCF began
testing on the new high-speed line
in August, using newDASYE double-
deck TGV 744, containingmonitoring

Damage to the bridge that occurred
during the derailment.
TWITTER.COM/FRANCE 3 ALSACE

Seven in cab as
TGV derails and
kills 11 people

An aerial view of the crash site taken by a French news crew shortly after the
derailment provides an idea of the devastation suffered by the TGV set and its crew.
The unit was travelling from the bottom of the picture and hit the left-hand leading
edge of the bridge while derailing. TWITTER.COM/FRANCE 3 ALSACE

The trailing TGV vehicle partly submerged in the canal. REUTERS
equipment and in a special livery.
The derailment came just before a

series of bridges near the village of
Eckwersheim, close to Vendenheim at
the eastern end of the new line, where
the new high-speed line joins lines from
Metz and Nancy to Strasbourg.
SNCF later admitted that the train was

travelling at 243kmh (150mph) when
it derailed on a curve over a canal, at
a point where the maximum speed
permitted was 176kmh (109mph).
The report said that ‘centrifugal force
destabilised the TGV causing the
vehicles to derail. No fault was found
with the train or infrastructure that may
have contributed to the accident.’
Initial fears that the incident was

a terrorist act, linked to the multiple
terrorist attacks in Paris less than 24
hours earlier, were quickly discounted.
French regional Government officials
at the crash site told local media that
excessive speed was the most likely
explanation for the derailment.
The TGV test train had 53 people

on board; of the 37 injured, 12 were
seriously hurt. SNCF later admitted that
four of the passengers were children,
aged between 10 and 15, who were
unofficially accompanying parents
or relatives who work for SNCF or its
contractor Systra.
SNCF CEO Guillaume Pepy said: “That’s

not a practice that the SNCF recognises.
A test train is a test train.”
The report added that with so many

people in the cab, the driver’s sight lines
may have been impaired, and was likely
to have hampered any bid by the second
driver to apply the brakes.
It also emerged that some of the train’s

automatic safety systems were disabled

as part of the testing process.
SNCF has suspended from duty the

two drivers and an inspector, who could
face criminal charges.
Mr Pepy added that as well as

suspending all high-speed testing until
the inquiry had concluded, there would
be much stricter controls on future
testing, along with improvements in
safety. The investigation would look at
why children of staff were on the train, a
factor Mr Pepy called “irresponsible”.

This accident is the first high-speed
train crash involving a TGV in France
to result in passengers being killed.
Previous derailments were caused
by either track problems, or on
conventional lines, vehicles being hit at
level crossings. There were no deaths as
a result of these incidents.
In the light of the accident, the line’s

opening is being deferred pending the
outcome of the inquiry and completion
of any testing with a replacement train.

A NUMBER of Abellio Greater Anglia rail
services have been substituted by buses
after several DMUs were taken out of
service due to wheel flats.
Abellio said that at least two sets

every day were ending service with
wheel damage that was so severe the
units could not be used the next day.
Incidents of wheel damage have been
double what is normally expected, and
as a result services on some routes have
been suspended and rail replacement
buses introduced.
Services have been suspended on the

Ipswich-Felixstowe branch, the Marks
Tey-Sudbury branch, and between
Norwich and Great Yarmouth. Services
were also halted between Peterborough
and Ipswich, passengers being asked to
use other services where possible.
By November 20, more than 100 trains

had been cancelled.
In an attempt to get the wheels

re-profiled, Abellio began to send
units to depots with spare wheel lathe
capacity, while working with Network
Rail to improve rail conditions.

Abellio Greater Anglia unit Nos. 153314, 153306 and 156418 ‘ESTA 1965-2015’
arrives in Derby for tyre turning on November 20, having worked as the 06.58 from
Norwich Crown Point. STEVE DONALD

Abellio substitutions follow DMU wheel flats
THE first of 17 e320 Eurostar sets
quietly slipped into service on
November 20, following approval
from the Inter Governmental
Commission the previous day.
Sets Nos. 4017/18worked the

10.24 St Pancras International-Paris
service and 16.13 return. Running
as empty stock, some20minutes
behind,was set No. 4007/8.
Setswill work a small number

of services over the comingweeks
so Eurostar canput any finishing
touches in place aheadof amore
formal launchduringDecember.
The Class 374 16-carriage sets,

which use distributedpower rather
than apower car at each end, can
carry 902passengers, 150more than
theClass 373.
ByMay 2016, 10 sets should be in

service, however introduction of the
e320 on London-Amsterdam services
has beenput back fromDecember
2016 to the first quarter of 2017.

e320 Eurostar
begins service
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NETWORK Rail has come under fierce
attack from the Institute of Directors
(IoD) over its handling of the Great
Western Main Line electrification.

The IoD’s senior infrastructure adviser
Dan Lewis dubbed Network Rail ‘Greece
on Rails’. He said: “This is just the latest
upgrade to be plagued by ballooning
costs and stretched deadlines, hitting
passengers with endless disruption and
taxpayers with ever more public subsidy.”

After it emerged that the cost of the
project had risen from £1.6billion to
£2.8bn, as reported last month, Network
Rail CEO Mark Carne and Phillip Rutnam,
Permanent Secretary at the DfT, both
appeared before the Commons Public
Accounts Committee (PAC).

Their report, published on November
20, called the cost increases for
the GWML project ‘staggering and
unacceptable’ and recommended

‘Greece on rails’accusation for under-fire
Network Rail over rising electrification costs

that the DfT and Network Rail should
publish an updated schedule and cost
forecast for the GWML electrification
programme, a full account of what has
caused the cost increases to date, and
proposals for controlling costs, including
the liabilities associated with the new
electric trains. It added that with new
IEP trains due from February 2018 the
DfT is liable to pay for them whether
electrification is complete or not.

The PAC also concluded that the CP5
investment programme agreed between
Network Rail, the Office of Rail and Road
and the DfT could never have been
delivered within the proposed budget.
In addition, the PAC added that Network
Rail has failed to deliver the planned
savings on renewals work and still does
not know how much more the total CP5
programme will cost.

A recommendation was that for the

next planning round for rail investment,
and in all future investment planning,
the Government must assure itself that
its plans can be delivered.

Sounding a further warning, the PAC
has warned that Sir Peter Hendy’s review
of plans to electrify the trans-Pennine
and the Midland Main Lines ‘will bring
more bad news on costs’.

The projects have already been
delayed until 2022 for trans-Pennine and
2023 for Midland Main Line.

The committee’s chairman Meg
Hillier said: “Network Rail has lost its
grip on managing large infrastructure
projects. The result is a two-fold blow
to taxpayers: delays in the delivery of
promised improvements, and a vastly
bigger bill for delivering them.”

A spokesman for the company said:
“Network Rail has successfully delivered
more than 5,000 projects over the past

five years, but our understanding of
how best to plan and deliver major new
electrification schemes was not good
enough.

“Electrifying the Great Western Main
Line is an extremely complex task that is
being delivered whilst continuing to run
an operational railway.

“It also involves a new design of
overhead line equipment, which has
been created to be the safest, most
reliable and easiest-maintained system
ever seen on a UK railway. This is
more expensive in the short-term but
far better in the long-term, both for
passengers and the taxpayer.

“We have now made significant
changes to the way we plan and deliver
our investment programme, which will
see schemes progress only once they are
sufficiently developed and a reliable cost
estimate can be established.”

THE first mile of overhead wiring has
been installed on the Great Western
Main Line (GWML).

The milestone, in a project dogged
by delays and rising costs, came on
November 12 at a location between
Pangbourne and Tilehurst, which will
form part of the test section for the new
Class 800 ‘Intercity Express’ trains.

In 2017, bi-mode IEP Class 800 trains
should be running on the GWML, but
given the delay in the project, there are
growing concerns over how much of the
line will be electrified by 2018.

FIFTY years since the first container
train under British Rail was marked on
November 12 with the naming of a Class
47 at the National Railway Museum, York.

The ceremony was attended by
Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin.

It was back in the mid-60s when BR
began moving shipping containers
on flat wagons to a dedicated inland
terminal.

In 1995 the assets were transferred
into a new company – Freightliner
(1995) Limited – as part of the
Privatisation process, and on May 25,
1996 it was subject to a management
buyout.

Freightliner has since created
subsidiaries in Australia and Poland,
as well as launching a heavy-haul
division. The company also completed
the acquisition of ERS Railways in the

Freightliner
marks 50 years
with a naming

Netherlands, and has recently become
part of a UK consortium working in the
Middle East. Earlier this year, Freightliner
was bought by US short-line operator
Genesee & Wyoming.

At York, Class 47 No. 47830 (D1645)
was named Beeching’s Legacy, and was
on display with Class 70 No. 70017, and
one of the original containers and a
guard’s pod. Pictures: ANTHONY COULLS

First wires erected
on GW Main Line

HS2 appoints independent team to‘oversee’designprinciples
AN INDEPENDENT design panel of urban,
landscape, brand, product and digital
specialists has been appointed to support
the development of HS2. Chaired by
Sadie Morgan, the panel will work in an

advisory capacity alongside architects,
sustainability experts and engineering
specialists to help deliver the project’s key
design principles.

It is expected the group will also form

part of the focused regional design
panels, such as the team responsible for
the proposed Birmingham Curzon Street
development, enabling the HS2 project to
benefit from the expertise available.

Shaw report
published into
Network Rail
A REPORT into future structure and
financing of Network Rail, written
by HS1 chief executive Nicola Shaw,
was published during November.

Commissioned by the
Government, Ms Shaw’s report
looks at a 10-year period from
2019, the start of control period 6
(CP6), looking at aspects such as
whether NR’s structure enables
effective planning and delivery of
enhancements; who Network Rail’s
customers are, and how effectively
their organisational structure works
for them; and the geographical
nature of its operations, and
whether this enables effective
delivery given the current trend
towards political devolution.

The report forms the basis of a
consultation process, with a written
response deadline of December 24.
A final report will be delivered to the
Transport Secretary early in 2016,
and could lead to NR’s company
structure being broken down into
several sectors through a part or full
privatisation.

Other options that might be
considered include the sale of
on-core assets, selling off or
concessionising parts of the
network infrastructure, and even
PPP schemes or joint ventures.

The Shaw study is one of three
taking place in respect of Network
Rail, the others being Sir Peter
Hendy’s assessment of the current
CP5 projects – many of which are
over budget, behind schedule or
both – and how to resolve them,
while still handing growth, and
Dame Collette Bowe is considering
what lessons can be learned from
the periodic review process for CP5.

Ms Shaw said:“Only with
everyone’s best brains on this will
we find the right way forward for
the next steps in the journey of the
UK rail industry.”
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HeadlineNews
Goochplaqueerectedonold
Windsor stationbuildings
THANKS to the efforts of the Friends of
Windsor and Royal BoroughMuseum,
a blue plaque commemorating
Sir Daniel Gooch has been erected on
an old GWR station building in central
Windsor.

Goochmoved to Clewer Park, near
Windsor, in 1859 and lived there until
his death in 1889. He is buried in the
nearby churchyard.

A small exhibition of Gooch
memorabilia is currently on show in
theGuildhallmuseum.

Campaign to reopen
Beattock station
THE Beattock Station Action Group
has joined forceswith SWestrans – the
regional transport partnership – to
commission a feasibility study into
reopening the station on theWCML,
which closed in 1972.

The group hopes to benefit from a
£30million fund created by the Scottish
Government to bring disused stations
back into use.

The study is expected to be
published early in 2016.

Go-Aheadwinsmajor
German contract
GOAHEAD has announced it has
won its first rail passenger contracts
outside the UK,writes Keith Fender.
The company’s German subsidiary will
take over operation of two contracts
for services in the south-western state
of Baden-Württemberg, totalling 8.1
million train kilometres annually, in
June 2019. The contracts run until
2032 andwill be operated using 35
new‘Flirt’EMUs, built by Stadler.

Six-figure fine for ScotRail
A FINE of £265,000 has been levied on
Abellio ScotRail byTransport Scotland
for failing tomeet agreed standards for
trains and stations between July and
September.

ScotRail failed in eight of 17
benchmarked categories that include
trains, toilets, graffiti, passenger
information displays, and seat
reservations.

Trams collide inSheffield
A COLLISIONbetween two trams at
Shalesmoor, Sheffield, onOctober 22
left three passengers and one staff
memberwithminor injuries.

TramNo. 120 ran into the back
of No. 118 at 10mph.The tracks are
known to suffer from low adhesion
conditions in autumn, due to leaf
contamination.

The RAIB is investigating, and the
undamaged vehicles of the two trams
are running as one.

‘Barney’hitsWestMidlands
THE impact of storm‘Barney’caused
disruption tomany rail services,
notably at Coseley, where a treewas
on the line, and impacted services
betweenWolverhampton and
Birmingham.

Lichfield to New Street services
were also affected by a tree on the line,
and flooding betweenOxenholme
LakeDistrict and Penrith North Lakes
caused delays of up to 90minutes.

HMQueenopensNewStreet
A ROYAL opening of the revitalised
BirminghamNewStreet station took
place onNovember 19whenHMThe
Queen unveiled a plaque.The station is
used by 170,000 passengers a day.

Class700EMUvisitsBrighton
ANEWClass 700Thameslink EMU
had its first solo runon the national
network onNovember 24when a
12-car formationworked fromThree
Bridges depot to Brighton. Signalling
compatibility testswere passed and
other night-time testingwill nowbegin.

SIDELINES

THE re-launch of Northern Ireland
Railways/Irish Rail’s first refurbished
Belfast-Dublin ‘Enterprise’ train was
marred on November 16 by a 90-minute
delay caused by the rail industry’s
favourite bugbear – leaves on the line.
The day began well as invited guests

gathered at Belfast Central station to
travel on the 8am departure to Dublin
Connolly and experience the fruits of
this £12.2million upgrade programme.
However, the return journey from

Dublin to Belfast was subject to an
hour-and-a-half’s delay after the
NIR-owned Class 201 locomotive,
No. 8208, suffered wheelset damage as
a result of slipping due to ‘low adhesion
on the line caused by leaf fall’.
After inspection the train was cleared

to proceed, but was subsequently taken
out of traffic upon its return to Belfast
and No. 8208 was despatched to York
Road depot for rectification. It was back
in service the next day.
The York Road refurbishment of the

1996-built ‘Enterprise’De Dietrich stock
has been financed via the European
Union’s INTERREG IVA Programme,
with support from the Department
for Regional Development and the
Department of Transport, Tourism &
Sport (DTTAS) in Ireland.
The joint ownership of the ‘Enterprise’

operation between NIR and IR (NIR
owning the even numbered stock and
IR the odd numbered) meant that the
launch train was made up primarily of
NIR stock. The consist included DVT
No. 9002, first class No. 9102, dining
car No. 9402, standard Nos. 9215,
9204,9203, 9204, and Mk3 EGV
No. 89608, the latter being one of four
allocated to the ‘Enterprise’.
The new look ‘Enterprise’ is

characterised by its striking new silver
livery, relieved in purple and red. The
livery has been applied to all vehicles in
each set, including the DVT, EGV (Electric
Generating Vans) and the dedicated
‘Enterprise’Class 201s.

First re-vamped‘Enterprise’
run leaves a lot to be desired

Irish Rail Class 201 No. 206 heads through Howth Junction with the 11.00 Dublin
Connolly-Belfast Central ‘Enterprise’on November 21. STEPHENWHITE

Inside the refurbished ‘Enterprise’
showing the new seating in Enterprise
Class (top) and in Enterprise Plus
(bottom). TRANSLINK

Inside, the stock has shed its Eurostar
look with all classes having undergone
major refurbishment. New seating (with
power sockets) is accompanied by new
tables, plush carpets and improved
lighting, along with new interior signage
and miscellaneous fittings.
Chris Conway, the new chief executive

of NIR’s parent group Translink, said:
“We’re confident our customers will be
very pleased with the stylish interiors
and improved passenger features. Once
all trains are completed we will also
have our new electronic seat reservation
displays operating.”
‘Enterprise’passengers can now

also benefit from a newmenu serving
both Enterprise Class (standard) and
Enterprise Plus (first class). A trolley
service is available to Enterprise Class
passengers, as is the dining car that
includes a sit-in table service. Those
travelling Enterprise Plus will get waiter
service at their seats.
“We remain focused on good

value tickets and customers can take
advantage of web-fares from as little as
£10 day return,”added Mr Conway.
“We are encouraging business

customers to pre-purchase new carnet

tickets for savings of up 38%, compared
to the cost of regular single tickets.”
The refurbishment of all remaining

‘Enterprise’ sets is scheduled for
completion by the end of this year.

Hendy report: ‘Sell assets
to fund CP5 projects’
THE long-awaited report from the
new Network Rail chairman Sir Peter
Hendy which has looked into the
current control period 5 (CP5) funding
programme, has concluded that the
majority of projects between 2014 and
2019 can go ahead as planned.
Electrification of the GreatWestern

Main Line to Cardiff should be finished
by 2019, and the Midland Main Line
and trans-Pennine electrification will
proceed with revised timescales.
Sir Peter said: “Some projects will cost

more and take longer than originally
expected but we will see the job
through to deliver better journeys for
passengers.
“My review has clearly found that

the original plan was unrealistic
and undeliverable.Working closely
with the DfT we have ensured
that no infrastructure project has
been cancelled, and the bulk of the
programme will be delivered by March
2019.”
To counter the rise in costs, Sir Peter

says that Network Rail will have to sell
some of its extensive property portfolio,
which could bring in extra investment
worth £1.8billion. The Government has
also increased NR’s borrowing limit by a
further £700m.
An eight-week consultation by

the DfT on the report’s findings and
recommendations will begin in early
December.
A separate report by Dame Colette

Bowe into Network Rail’s planning
for CP5 projects concluded that there
was ‘no one overarching cause which
explains the cost escalation and delays
to projects and programmes’. However,
the report stated that a number of
processes – planning, definition of
organisational responsibilities, complex
schemes coupled with ‘scope creep’,
and obscured lines of accountability –
combined together.
Dame Bowe’s recommendations, and

those made in the Hendy report, have
been accepted by Transport Secretary
Patrick McLoughlin.

Major investment for
key transport projects
CHANCELLOR George Osborne’s
spending review given on
November 25 has broadly outlined
investment on key transport
projects.
A funding envelope of

£55.7billion is earmarked for the
construction of HS2, and £300m will
be made available as development
funding for emerging projects such
as Crossrail 2.
Passengers will benefit from the

introduction of flexible season
tickets, improvements in wi-fi and
mobile connectivity.
There will be savings to the DfT

day-to-day budget of 37% by
2019/20 through a reduction in
the subsidy paid to rail franchises,
and phasing out of the TfL resource
grant, which represents 6% of TfL’s
budget. However, capital funding of
transport projects will rise by 50%.
Devolving transport powers to

mayor-led city regions such as
Manchester, Sheffield and Liverpool
will continue.
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TWO of Swindon’s most famous
locomotives have returned to their
spiritual home as preparations for the
175th anniversary celebration of the
railway town fall into place.

Churchward ‘City’4-4-0 No. 3717 City
of Truro and ‘King’No. 6000 King George V
have gone on display at STEAM museum
inside the stone walls of what was once
the works’machine shop.

The pair were delivered to Swindon
in a convoluted operation that involved
extracting ‘Star’No. 4003 Lode Star and
streamlined railcar No. 4, which have
taken the places of ‘Truro’and ‘KGV’ in the
National Railway Museum’s Great Hall.

The National Collection locomotives
are expected to remain on static display

in Swindon for the next five years
following their after-dark press unveiling
on December 18.

West Somerset Railway Association
‘Manor’No. 7821 DitcheatManorwas also
removed from STEAM and returned to its
home railway in preparation for its future
overhaul. PICTURES; JOHN TITLOW

TRANSPORT for London has revealed
new interior and exterior designs for the
Class 345 Crossrail EMUs that will enter
service from May 2017.

The new designs show a revised
exterior colour scheme, featuring white,
grey, lilac and blue, while the interior
will feature a contrasting patterned
moquette with the addition of red.
Seating will be a mix of metro-style or
bays.

Based on Bombardier’s ‘Aventra’
platform, the order is for 66 nine-car
sets. Construction of the first set is

Back home! Swindon
legends go on display

TfL unveils interior and exterior design for Crossrail EMUs
underway at Litchurch Lane works,
Derby, supporting 760 jobs and 80
apprenticeships.

Each train will have a capacity for
1,500 people (450 standing, four
wheelchair/pram spaces), the 23-metre
carriages having three sets of double
plug doors on each side.

As with previous recent builds,
each carriage will have a wide
interconnecting gangway, providing
better passenger movement.

Passenger facilities include on-train
customer information systems with

real-time travel information. There is free
wi-fi on the trains as well the platforms,
with access to 4G mobile networks.

Technically, the new EMUs will be
more electrically efficient, have a top
speed of 90mph, and feature a brake
regeneration system to feed power back
to the overhead wires. They will replace
the ageing Class 315s between Liverpool
Street and Shenfield, although TfL is
also tendering for new trains on its West
Anglia routes.

From May 2017, the Class 345 will
operate on the Liverpool Street to

Above: An impression of the interior showing bay
and longitudinal seating.

Left: The revised exterior view and livery of the
Class 345 Crossrail train

Shenfield part of the Crossrail route,
using a shorter seven-carriage version
of the new train, and from May 2018,
the nine-car versions will be introduced
between Heathrow and Paddington,
with all trains running as nine-car
formations from the end of 2019.

Testing of each train before handover
to TfL will be carried out at Old Dalby,
Melton Mowbray.
■ The Crossrail route goes from
Shenfield (Essex) and Abbey Wood
(Kent) through central London to
Heathrow and Reading.

£30,000 reward on
offer after second
WCML arson attack
A REWARD of £30,000 is being
offered jointly by Network Rail
and Virgin Trains after a second
arson attack on signalling
equipment between Coventry and
Birmingham International.

The cost in delays and
compensation payments is put at
£1.1million.

The latest attack, which British
Transport Police is investigating,
caused major disruption to
services on November 16 along
the Coventry-Birmingham corridor
and also on Coventry-Leamington
services.

Two small fires were discovered
in the Canley area at around 6am,
one on each side of the tracks, and
although extinguished, cabling
was damaged.

Virgin Trains, CrossCountry and
London Midland were all badly
affected; some Virgin services ran
via Stafford and the Trent Valley,
with additional stops. Replacement
bus services were introduced and
delays continued for several days.

Back on May 2, two fires were
started at Tile Hill in a deliberate
attempt to disrupt the network,
after which Network Rail offered a
£15,000 reward.

Having trawled through CCTV,
undertaken house-to-house
enquiries and analysed forensic
information from the first incident
with no arrests, Virgin Trains has
now pitched in with another
£15,000 to make £30,000 on offer
for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of the person
or persons responsible.

Island Line future part of
SWT franchise consultation
THE future of the Isle of Wight’s Island line
could become clearer at the end of a
consultation the DfT has launched for
the next South West Train franchise. The
12-week consultation runs until
February 9, 2016.

The IoW’s Island line operates the
oldest rolling stock in standard service by
any franchise.

The consultation document says that ‘a
key objective of Rail Executive is to secure
an appropriate, sustainable long-term
future for the Island line’, but points out
that the line runs at a considerable loss,
generating £1million in revenue, but
costing £4m to operate.

It adds that the line has costly
requirements for upgrades to maintain
the integrity of the infrastructure, and
Government ministers envisage that the
next franchisee would develop ideas to
turn the Island line into a separate self-
sustaining business during the life of the
franchise.

The document also states that the Isle
ofWight Council would lead any initiative,
working with the new franchisee and
potential third-party investors.

As part of the overall consultation,
passengers, businesses and local councils
are being asked for their views on how
the next franchise can deliver the rail
services that people want.

The consultation sets out the expected
improvements for the next franchise,
including the completion of planned
major work at London Waterloo to
lengthen platforms 1 to 4, and bring the
former international platforms back into
use, allowing for longer trains and more
space.

Responses can be emailed to:
SouthWesternFranchise2016@
railexecutive.gsi.gov.uk or by post to
South Western Consultation Co-ordinator,
Department for Transport, 4/15 Great
Minster House, 33 Horseferry Road,
London SW1P 4DR
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HeadlineNews

By Keith Fender

SWISS train builder Stadler has bought
the locomotive and light rail factory
owned by Vossloh in Valencia, Spain.
The deal was announced on

November 4, but the sale is backdated
to July 1. It is valued at €172million
(£120.6m) with Stadler paying €48m in
cash (£33.6m) and taking over debts of
€124m (£86m).
Vossloh’s Rail vehicle business in

Valencia had been operated as one
of the three business units in its
transportation division – all were put up
for sale earlier in 2015 as Vossloh intends
to focus on rail infrastructure and

INDIAN Railways has awarded two
contracts worth around $6.1billion
to Frenchmanufacturer Alstom and
US loco builder General Electric to
build andmaintain 800 double-unit
electric and 1000 diesel locomotives,
respectively,writes Keith Fender. The
original tendering process for both
contracts started nearly a decade ago
in 2006.
The $2·6bn joint venture contract

agreed between GE and Indian
Railways will result in a new diesel
loco factory being built in Marhowrah,
Bihar state, along with new
maintenance depots at Gandhidham

DOROTHY Mather, the widow
of Arthur Peppercorn, died on
November 10 at the age of 99.
Born Dorothy Patricia Louch, she

grew up in a railway family near
Doncaster. Following a stint of
voluntary work during the Second
WorldWar, and working for the
regional coal board, she arrived at the
DoncasterWorks drawing office; it was
here that she met Arthur Peppercorn,
and they married in 1948.
It was during this period that the

‘A2’s and the ‘A1’s entered traffic,
however Peppercorn retired at the
end of 1949, only to die prematurely
in 1951.
Dorothy then met ColonelW

HMather OBE TD and ex-LNER,
whom she later marrried, and the
couple bought a country house near
Stokesley, Middlesbrough, but moved
to a more modern house as her
husband’s health failed and he died.
In August 1993, Dorothy was

approached by the A1 Steam
Locomotive Trust, and was sufficiently
impressed to join the group informally
and from there her involvement grew.
In July 1994 she pressed the start

button on the CNC machine that cut
Tornado’s frameplates, and attended
many A1 Trust events, becoming
vice-president in September 1995,
and later president.
Not just a figurehead, she did a

tremendous job for the trust
in countless interviews with press
and TV.
Trust spokesperson Mark Allatt said:

“Those of us who knew her will miss
her quiet dignity, kindness and valued
contributions to any conversation
about the work of her first husband.”

Stadler buys Vossloh loco plant
services. The sale process for the other
two units – Vossloh Locomotives in Kiel
and Vossloh Electrical Systems, based in
Düsseldorf – is ongoing.
Vossloh bought the Albuixech plant,

near Valencia, in 2005 from Alstom,
which had owned the former Material
para Ferrocarriles y Construcciones SA
(MACOSA) plant since 1989.
MACOSA started to work with General

Motors EMD in the USA in 1960 and
hundreds of EMD-engined locos have
been built in Valencia over the last 50
years, for domestic use in Spain and
export to Europe, Latin America and

Africa. US loco builder Progress Rail
(owned by Caterpillar, which now also
owns EMD) was the only other bidder,
according to Spanish sources.
The factory built the UK Class 67 fleet

between 1999-2000, and is currently
building Class 68s for DRS, andwill also
construct the Class 88 dual-power locos
next year, as well as locos for South Africa.
The factory also builds trams for a wide
variety of customers ,including the new
tram-train LRVs for the Sheffield tram train
project, currently on test at the plant (see
separate Headline News story).
Stadler was founded in 1942 in

Switzerland and has several Swiss rail
factories, but in the last decade it has
expanded with production facilities in
Germany centred on Berlin and several
eastern European countries.
It is now one of the main builders

for EMU and DMU vehicles in Europe,
and also specialises in building small
electric locos. It is the world leader in
manufacturing rack-equipped locos and
multiple units for customers in Europe
and as far away as Brazil.
Stadler has been reportedly offering

its GTW and ‘Flirt’multiple unit designs
to bidders for the Northern franchise.

GE and Alstom win massive India loco order

Peppercorn widow dies at 99

The new diesel locos will be more powerful than many currently used
for freight - a pair of Alco-designed, but Indian-built diesel locos, seen
passing Rewari with a freight train on December 13, 2014. KEITH FENDER

in Gujarat and Bhatinda in Punjab. GE
will build diesel electric locos equipped
with GEVO (GE Evolution) series engines,
ranging between 4,500hp and 6,000hp.
Initially all the new locos will be built

for freight traffic – 100 each year from
2018, although passenger locosmay be
built in the future. The 12,000hp double-
unit electric locos to be supplied by the
new $3.5bn Alstom/Indian Railways joint
venture are based on Alstom’s Prima
model (already supplied to other Asian
countries such as China, Kazakhstan and
Azerbaijan) andwill be designed to work
heavy freight trains up to amaximum
speed of 120kmh.

The project includes the
set-up of a new electric locomotive
manufacturing plant at Madhepura,
also located in Bihar state, and two
maintenance depots at Saharanpur
(Uttar Pradesh state) and Nagpur
(Maharashtra state).
The new locos from both contracts

will be delivered over a 10-year period
between 2018 and 2028.
Somewill replace older locos and

others will be used on parts of the
network which are being electrified
or the dedicated electric freight lines
being built to relieve congestion on
somemain lines.

MORE than 500 people packed into
Guildford Cathedral on November 23
for a memorial service celebrating
the life and achievements of railway
publisher Ian Allan, writes Nick Pigott.
The man whose books popularised

the hobby of locospotting died on June
28, aged 92.
He was buried at Itchingfield, West

Sussex, following a private service
attended by family members only.
The presence of so many people

at the thanksgiving service was, said
cathedral precentor Canon Nicholas
Thistlethwaite, “testament to a life well
lived”.
The congregation heard that Ian

Allan Publishing had produced no
fewer than 5,000 books since being
launched by Ian in the 1940s, and at its
peak, the Ian Allan Locospotters Club
boasted a membership of almost half
a million.
For many decades, his magazines

– notably Railway World, Trains
Illustrated andModern Railways
– provided healthy competition
for The Railway Magazine, which
was represented at the service by
consultant editor Nick Pigott.
Two years ago, Ian had been

presented with a Lifetime Achievement
Award by The RM, and son David told
the congregation that his father was
a modest man who had genuinely
found it hard to believe that a rival
publication should wish to honour him
in such a way.
Revealing that his father was such

an enthusiast that he even spent his
Scottish honeymoon taking his bride
to every railway hotel he could find, he
summed up by saying: “It’s the end of
the line for dad, but I’m sure he’s still in
steam somewhere!”
A two-minute audio recording of

a steam locomotive working up a
gradient was then played – surely the
first time such a sound has been heard
inside a cathedral.
Notable guests at the service

included Sir William McAlpine,
former InterCity supremo Chris
Green, and former Heritage Railway
Association chairman David Morgan
MBE, who gave the tribute address.
The life story of Ian Allan was told

in the February 1999 issue of The RM
and a shorter version appeared in this
year’s August edition.

Hundreds attend
memorial tribute
for IanAllan
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Have you got a story for us? Email: railway@mortons.co.uk

THE first of seven tram-train vehicles for
the Sheffield-Rotherham pilot scheme
left Vossloh’s Albuixech factory on
November 18.
Initially, the 37-metre, three-section

vehicle, being moved by road
across Spain fromValencia on the
Mediterranean to Santander on the
north coast, is due to arrive in Sheffield
Supertram’s depot at Nunnery Square
on December 1.
There will be a period of initial testing

of the tram-train ahead of an anticipated
entry to service in May 2016.
The pilot scheme is costing £58million

to run and involves South Yorkshire

AS PART of the centenary
commemoration of the FirstWorldWar,
GreatWestern Railway has named power
car No. 43172 Harry Patch – The last
survivor of the trenches.
Mr Patch was the longest surviving

soldier of the GreatWar. He died on July
25, 2009, aged 111.
At a ceremony in Bristol on

November 6, the nameplate on a power
car with a distinctive poppy livery was
unveiled by Harry’s grandson and
last-known surviving relative Roger Patch.

HS2 rolling stock
tendering to be
open competition
THE tendering process for the construction
of HS2’s classic-compatible and captive
fleetswill be an open competition,
according toHS2 Ltd’s chief executive
Simon Kirby.
Two types of rolling stockwill be

required tomeet predictedHS2 traffic
requirements, each being 200m longwith
a capacity of 500-plus.
Both classic-compatible and captive,

HS2-only fleetswill be on a parwith each
other in terms of capacity and speed, but
the captive fleetswill benefit from the
more generous loading gauge that the
new routewill offer.
The classic-compatible variantswill

be required to conform to the current
UK loading gauge for through services
to other destinations on the national
network.
Commenting at a recent industry event

inManchester, Mr Kirby said that he
believed the tendering process should be
an open competition, and that it could not
be specified that the new stock is built in
the UK.
However, hemade it clear that the

UK supply chainwould be an influential
factor in the process, and that tenders
that benefited the British economywould
certainly be viewed favourably.
Alstomhas already gone on record to

say that, if its bidwas successful, it would
build theHS2 fleet in the UK. Hitachi Rail
Europe is also expected to bid forwhat
is the largest rolling stock order since the
LondonUnderground‘S’stock build.

Sheffield to receive
Vossloh tram-trains

The first completedSheffield tram-train vehicleduring its testing inSpain.STADLER

Passenger Transport Executive, the DfT,
Network Rail, Stagecoach Supertram,
and operator Northern Rail, with
tram-trains running from Sheffield to
Rotherham’s Parkgate Retail Park.
A new 400-metre chord between the

Supertram network and a freight line
between Tinsley and Sheffield connects
the two networks, the latter being
electrified at 750v DC.
The vehicles will be designated as

Class 399, and a three trains each hour
service is proposed. Three other
tram-trains would be used on the
network, the remaining vehicle being a
maintenance spare.

Last survivor of the trenches honoured
In attendance was the renowned

biographer RichardVan Emden, and close
friends of Harry towards the end of his
life, Jim Ross and David Isaacs.
The Class 43 power car carries the

famous Ode of Remembrance from
Laurence Binyon’s 1914 poem For the
Fallen.

HAVING carried 126,000 passengers in
its first month of operation, Transport
Scotland has told The RM that the
number of journeys made on the
Borders Railway in the first nine weeks
now stands at 270,000.
Achieving in such a short time 41.5%

of the predicted figure of 650,000
suggested by consultants puts the

line well on target for in excess of one
million passengers in the first year.
In a separate development,

Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk
MP Calum Kerr told the AGM of the
Campaign for Borders Rail that he
was working with fellowMPs at
Westminster to push forward an
extension to the line.

Borders Railway patronage hits 40% of target

TPWS ‘isolation incident’ hits WCRC steam charters
THEOffice of Rail and Road (ORR)
has revealed that safety criticalTrain
ProtectionWarning Systemequipment
was intentionally isolated on‘Black Five’
No. 45231 inOctober.
TheORR responded to the incident by

restricting the use of steam locomotives on
themain line operated under the auspices
ofWest Coast Railway Company,with a
“blanket ban”effective from23.00 on
November 24.
It said:“TheOffice of Rail and Road (ORR)

has temporarily prohibitedWest Coast
Railway Company Ltd fromoperating
steam trains on themainline rail network,
to protect the safety of its staff, volunteers,
passengers andmembers of the public.
“The enforcement action follows an

initial investigation into an incident near
Doncaster on 2October 2015,which
found staff on-board locomotive [‘Black
Five’No.] 45231 had turned-off itsTrain
Protection andWarning System (TPWS)
isolation equipment, designed to apply
an emergency brake if the drivermakes
an error.
“ORRwill not allow the company to

run trainswhere there are not effective
controls in place for key safety systems.The
regulator isworkingwith the company to
make the required improvements before
services resume.”
The regulatory bodywas unable to add

specific detail about the exact nature of
the incident involvingNo. 45231 during
the engine and support coachmove from
Carnforth. It cannot release details until it
has allowedWCRC the option of appealing
the suspensionwithin amaximum21days
of its announcement, but it has said that
attention to theTPWS isolationwas not as

a result of a spot-inspection.
West Coast has beenunder closeORR

scrutiny following the serious Signal Passed
at Danger incident involvingNo. 34067
TangmereonMarch 7 atWootton Bassett
inwhich it has since been revealed that
the locomotive’sTPWSequipmentwas
deliberately isolated (RMNov).
By the evening of November 24,WCRC

had supplied evidence thatTPWS tamper
proofmodifications hadbeen carried
out onDavid Buck-owned‘B1’No. 61306
Mayflower and Ian Riley’s‘Black Five’
No. 45407,meaning that theywere exempt
from the ban following approval from the
inspectorate.Theywere then released
to haul the first twoof 20 pre-Christmas
steamcharter trains fromNovember 26
onwards.
Nevertheless, theORR’s“blanket ban”

remained in force and exceptionswere
only being allowedon a‘case-by-case’
basis.
TheORR told TheRM that to allow

locomotives that haven’t beenmodified

“present a significant risk”.
It added:“West Coast Railway Company

must seek formal approval fromORR
beforemoving any steam locomotives.
The ProhibitionNotice does not affect
operation of the company’s fleet of diesel
trains.”
At the timeof going to press (November

25), there remained uncertainty over how
many of the RailwayTouring Company,
VintageTrains and SteamDreams tours
would be able to runbehind steam.
In a statement,West Coast’smanaging

director PatriciaMarshall said:“TheOffice of
Rail & RoadhasmadeWest Coast Railways
aware of a problemwith certain steam
locomotives operating on themain line.
“WCR isworkingwith theORR and

locomotive owners to resolve this problem.
Wewill continue to operate steamcharters
on themain linewith locomotives that are
not affected by this problem.
“This issue has the potential to affect all

other operations of steam locomotives on
themain line.”

No. 46100RoyalScot
is hauledbyClass
47No. 47245 from
theSevernValley
Railway toCreweon
November25 in the
absenceofderogation
acceptance for the
newly restoredLMS
4-6-0 to run soloon
themain line.The
convoypassesBescot
Junction.
JOHNWHITEHOUSE
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Multiple Aspects
with Lord Berkeley

Railways in
Parliament

Dangerous crossings
LILIAN Greenwood (Nottingham
South) asked the Secretary of State for
Transport, for what reasons Network
Rail has not yet published a timetable
to close 73 dangerous level crossings on
the East Cost Main Line.

Transport Minister Claire Perry replied:
“Network Rail has already closedmore
than 900 level crossings since 2009 and
the department is supporting this work
through a dedicated £109million level
crossing risk reduction fund during
2014-19.

“There are currently around 6,200
level crossings remaining on themain
line network. Network Rail’s feasibility
study, completed in June 2015, has
identified preferred options for the
closure of all 73 level crossings on the
East Coast Main Line.

“The Secretary of State has not had
any recent discussions with Network Rail
on thismatter since the programme is an
operational issue for the company.”

D78 stock discussion
LORDGreaves askedwhat discussions
the Government has heldwithVivarail,
train operating companies, and
Passenger Transport Executives on the
potential use of D-trains (Class 230).

Transport Minister Lord Ahmad of
Wimbledon said:“The deployment
of rolling stock is amatter for train
operators.

“Department for Transport officials
havemetwithVivarail to understand
their proposals for the refurbishment
of D78 stock. Alongwith other industry
stakeholders, officials have visited
Vivarail’s facilities at the LongMarston
Depot. The GreatWestern Railway
franchise includes a commitment for the
operator to carry out initial feasibility
studies in respect of a number of
potential projects, and one of these is
into the use of D-Class trains.

“Vivarail is a private sector company
that has developed these proposals at
its own risk.”

Flexible seasons onway
BARONESS Randerson asked Her
Majesty’s Government whether they
have given any detailed consideration
to requiring train operators to offer
more flexible season tickets in order to
protect the needs of those who work
part-time or flexible hours.

Lord Ahmad said: “We are
committed to introducing part-time
season tickets and the industry is
making progress on delivery of more
flexible tickets.

“Twomajor commuter franchises –
GTR and c2c – have obligations to start
offering carnet-based season tickets on
smartcards.

“Smartcard technology will make
flexible ticketing possible and provides
the necessary security and revenue
protection to make it attractive to
both passengers and operators. Many
thousands of part-time workers will
benefit from these new products when
they are introduced.”

ORR should be slimmed down…
WHAT is the purpose of the Office of
Rail and Road?

At the Public Accounts
Committee hearing on October 21,
relating to the issues of Network Rail’s
cost overruns in the Control Period
2014-19, Network Rail, the Office of
Rail and Road, and the Department
for Transport all came in for a
hammering.

It focuses on ‘who knew what
when, and what did they do about
it’? What did Richard Price, ORR
chief executive, do about challenging
Network Rail’s cost estimates for
the GW electrification, which nearly
doubled in a year?

In other words, were the ORR
sleeping on the job or had they
succumbed to regulatory capture by
the company that it is supposed to
regulate.

Regulating a monopoly is an
extremely important function of

any regulator, especially when the
company regulated is, or thinks it is,
in the private sector. One only has
to look at the mess that OFWAT has
arrived at in watching Thames Water
divest itself of assets and hike the
charges for sewage to their 12million
customers by £80 a year for the
next 50 years or so to pay for an
unnecessary Tideway Tunnel.

Here, OFWAT has not only been
captured but locked up.

Impossible task
But is ORR much better? It will

say that it is holding Network Rail to
account, by requiring them to report
on more than 1,000 Key Performance
Indicators (KPI). This is an impossible
task in any business, particularly one
so complicated as Network Rail, so is
it surprising when NR is criticised for
working to the KPI agenda rather than
running its business?

Now that NR is fully under
DfT funding and control, one has to
question what is the point of the ORR
monitoring NR’s costs by 1,000 KPIs
if it cannot see the wood for the trees
of massive cost escalations. Or is that
something that DfT should do – and
does anyway to a large extent now?

There is an ongoing and
important role for ORR as an
independent regulatory body to deal
with access disputes between train
operators, to operate rail safety, and
to set, independent of Government,
access charges.

It also acts as an important
first-tier competition authority. So
perhaps it is time for ORR to be
slimmed down, retain these functions
and limit itself to half-a-dozen KPIs to
monitor and compare at a high level
the six or eight mini-Network Rails
that are being suggested by Nicola
Shaw and others.

DAVID Brice, a rail expert who
regularly advises the ‘stans’ (as in
Afganistan) on railways, recently
wrote to me about the sloppy
customer service that we see all too
frequently with some train operators.

He said: “It is not very helpful
when one is enquiring about works
over the Christmas period to find out
that Northern Rail journeys are OK,
but subject to engineering works.”

If so, perhaps they should tell
their customers!

Surely, by mid-November,
Northern and other TOCs know
what engineering works are planned
over Christmas, and should they
not by then have planned their
special timetables and booked their
replacement buses – before they are
all snapped up for party outings?

David continues that it’s “a bit
like booking Northern Rail tickets
which always offer reservations
when there are no reservations…
try booking from Maryport to
Nottingham – you have to work
hard to go by the Settle and Carlisle,
although the difference in cost by
booking it as three separate legs is
huge; ‘via Appleby’ is the magic
formula.”

Endless queues
Sadly, there are similar stories

from other TOCs – endless queues
to buy tickets from machines in many
stations, but from my experience the
worst is at Gatwick, where there are
eight options for buying a ticket to
Victoria, some, all explained in tiny
print and almost unintelligible even

to a good English speaker.
Now DfT has announced that

Oyster cards will be extended to
Gatwick; let us hope that they can
be sold there without a 30-minute
queue! Great news, but why has it
taken 10 years?

How will the Oyster differentiate
between Gatwick Express and other
services, or will they take the plunge
and finally make the fares the same?

This smells of yet another
example of DfT and Transport for
London failing to agree.

As usual, economic perfection is
the enemy of the good!

berkeleyafg@parliament.uk

■ (The independent views expressed do not
necessarily reflect those of The RM or the Rail
Freight Group, of which Tony Berkeley is chairman).

Poor customer service and endless queues…

by
Jon Longman
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Passenger growth on the former London & SouthWestern route west of
Salisbury has led to more trains and the construction of additional loops and
platforms. In this month’s P&P, JohnHeaton FCILT looks at the improvements.

THE ‘FLOURISHING’ARM

A XMINSTER station is looking
good. A second platform has been
reopened, lifts have been installed,
and there is even an on-train

catering base here. Back in the 1980s there
were occasional but unsuccessful attempts to
improve the station and continual lobbying
for an extra passing loop to improve capacity.
A favoured suggestion was the 8½mile section
from Chard Junction to Seaton Jct as the
connections existed at Chard loop and it
would have increased both timetable reliability
and recovery, but alterations at three level
crossings would have made it an expensive
option.

A generation later and we now have the
2.8-mile loop that accommodates an hourly
train service each way, effectively doubling the
1980s service pattern across the middle of the
day. The new double-track section was opened
with right-hand running, an arrangement that
received more attention than it really merited,
but one that should have been logical. The
layout allowed arriving trains a straight run in,
passing the loop points at 85mph and making
a normal stop at the platform without any
form of approach control. Departing trains
could then make an unchecked acceleration
through the trailing points at the loop exit.

At least that was the theory. In practice,
the loop turnout points have been set either
too far away from the station or, if you prefer,
at too low a speed – a mere 50mph. Right-
hand running trains are therefore limited to
this speed where a left-hand running train
would already have reached 60mph. Equally,
left-hand running trains have to reduce speed,
albeit via a flashing yellow signal, to 50mph at
a point when right-hand running trains would
still be doing 85mph. There is even time for
them to accelerate back to 60mph before
braking for the station.

Slogging up the bank
Right-hand running down trains are the worst
afflicted as they have to tackle the 1-in-80
to Honiton tunnel after observing the loop
exit 50mph restriction, slogging up the bank
10mph more slowly than left-hand running
trains. So much for fuel economy. Table 1
shows down left- and right-hand running
trains, a rare (and illegal) 100mph with a Class
159 in the 1990s by a driver on the old layout
with his last run over the line and a couple of
Class 50s for good measure. Table 2 shows a
right-hand running ‘up’ Class 159 to compare
with the left-hand running Table 3 log.

I took a trip from Exeter to Basingstoke
in the company of South West Trains head of
business projects Chris Loder to view some
of the developments that are taking place.
The 08.23 departure is formed by two three-

car sets, one of which was stabled at Exeter
overnight. In preparation for Privatisation
Exeter train crews were removed from
the route, sacrificing their Waterloo route
knowledge and its resultant productivity
on the instruction from the highest British
Railways Board level that the avoidance of
internal contracts with other service group
operators was a more important issue.

Penetration west of Exeter was later lost
when the improved hourly service frequency
absorbed the unit capacity originally being
used on the extension of trains to Paignton

Renaissance of local traffic
Exeter Central was threatened with removal of
its ticket issuing facilities in 1983, but survived,
and has since prospered in the renaissance of
local traffic not only from the Exmouth and
Waterloo lines, but also to and from Paignton
and Barnstaple with regular through working –
and even Okehampton on summer Sundays.

Next stop is Pinhoe, reopened in 1983
and immediately eclipsed by enhanced local
bus services – probably the cause of its closure
in the first place. Its role has been uncertain
throughout that time, but an increased
number of timetable calls has resulted in the
development of some eastbound traffic as a
peripheral Exeter station, avoiding city centre
congestion. Around 7,500 new homes have
been sanctioned for the Pinhoe area which will
probably make the station’s current level of
service secure for the long term.

Paddington offers a vastly superior service
from Exeter using the more comfortable
IC125 sets with better catering than the sturdy
but unexciting Class 159s, and typical journey
times that are an hour faster than to Waterloo.
However, Paddington offers inferior access
to south-east England, most stations on the
former Southern Region being within a single
change of services from the Exeter trains at
Salisbury, Basingstoke, Woking, Clapham
Jct or Waterloo/Waterloo East. There is
substantial latent demand from the South West
due to family and business ties. Paddington’s
journey time advantage is eroded by around
30 minutes for travellers to Westminster and
adjacent areas of the capital.

EXETERTOSALISBURY:

The Southern Railway signalbox at Templecombe, commissioned in 1938, stands prominent at the west end of
the station as a pair of SWT Class 159s, led by No. 159008, drifts in for the station call with 10.25 Exeter St Davids-
Waterloo onMay 17, 2005. The station has since been altered with a new platform to the left of the train in this
view, and the old up platform now out of use. ALL PICTURES BY MARK V PIKE UNLESS STATED.

and Plymouth. Will the through trains
ever return? Chris has to be circumspect in
his answer, but he believes that there will
be no opportunity before re-franchising,
and everything will depend on successful
lobbying for inclusion of these services in the
specification.

The rear unit of our train has been
made available to form the first round trip
to Barnstaple and a through train thence to
Waterloo in the path of the 07.00 from the
North Devon market town, but difficulties
in traction/route knowledge have yet to
be overcome.

“Paddington offers a vastly
superior service from
Exeter using the more

comfortable IC125 sets...”
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Only 2.3 miles from Pinhoe, the new
Cranbrook station will serve what is more a
new town than a housing development, with a
mooted population of some 20,000. The new
station was being constructed as we passed
at 80mph, just getting into our stride, and
on what will soon cease to be the Broadclyst
racing stretch. There will be a new retail
park, a direct airport link and many new jobs
creating the need for a transport hub. Just
as Chris manages to convince me a station is
needed, he says that the project is so big that a
new Cranbrook East is also being considered.
That would make six intermediate stations in
17 miles from Honiton to Exeter Central if
St James Park is included, four on the 14-mile
single line that will in effect lengthen this key
section.

Burgeoning corridor
“More infrastructure will be required,”
volunteers Mr Loder, “at least a loop at
Whimple.” South West Trains (SWT) would
probably now aspire to two trains every
hour each way on this burgeoning corridor
and this might be in addition to a ‘Devon
Metro’ stopping service to Honiton or even
Axminster, which is likely to need its own two
trains per hour, especially at peak times.

Four trains each hour would probably
need double-track reinstatement to Honiton,
but Chris counsels against espousing complete
doubling throughout to Salisbury as the cost
would be phenomenal and the benefits not
necessarily commensurate. There are also
many physical obstructions to doubling, the
first being encountered just a few yards east of
Pinhoe station, where there is a single railway
bridge-hole under the M5. It has always been
my understanding British Rail opposed this,
but the Department of Transport insisted,
undertaking to pay for widening if doubling
were to be proved necessary. Good luck with
that one then!

Our arrival at Whimple was 2½min early
as this level of allowance has already been
inserted for ‘Cranbrook 1’. Next stop was
Feniton, where we again ‘waited time’ then
once more at Honiton, now a scheduled
32min from Exeter for only 17½ miles.
However, the extra allowance was useful
in helping the two of us to make a smooth
transition into the cab of No. 159104,
where Salisbury driver James Thompson was
in charge.

The climb to and through Honiton
tunnel was a good deal quieter than I used to
experience on my many Class 50 cab rides at
this location, and the downhill speeds were
also a little more restrained than I occasionally
recorded, such as 97mph with No. 50033,
shortly before the end of Class 50s and, I
hasten to add, after I had retired. This proved
all too much for the poor loco which failed at
Basingstoke. See Table 3.

Speed restriction
After scooting through the remains of
Seaton Jct at 85mph, the Class 159 quickly
approached the flashing single yellow that
warned of our 50mph speed restriction for
left-hand running, smoothly transacted at a
minimum of 47mph before accelerating to
59mph. The signal beyond Axminster platform
that protects the level crossing cleared from
red to green and we were soon on our way,
unhindered by a 50mph turnout from the ‘up

This westbound train using the reopened original eastbound platform avoided approach control signalling, but
the new arrangement has had only limited success.

Units/Loco 159104/159017 50033
Load* 6/231/245 9/301/315/432
Train 08.23 Exeter SD-Waterloo 14.22 Exeter SD-Waterloo
Date September 4, 2015 May 23, 1992
Recorder/Position J Heaton 1st of 6 J Heaton 9th of 10

Miles Timing Point Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH
0.00 EXETER SD d 0 0 00 1L -/25 0 0 00 2L -/25
0.78 EXETER C a 2½ 2 35 3 2 49
0.00 d 4½ 4 10 5 4 24
0.47 St James Park 1 16 25 1 17 40/sigs
1.11 Exmouth Jct 2 2 06 58/63 2 2 20 31/sigstop
2.86 Pinhoe a 4½ 4 44
0.00 d/p 5½ 5 06 4 9 38 43
2.34 Cranbrook (2½) 2 30 81 - 72/75
5.49 Whimple a 8½ 5 30 9 14 56
0.00 d 9 7 24 -/74 10 15 22 -/73
3.73 Feniton a 5 5 09 5½ 5 32
0.00 d 5½ 6 17 -/77 6½ 6 05 -/63
4.61 Honiton a 5 5 04 6 5 48
0.00 d 8 8 01 7½ 6 55
1.36 Honiton TWP 2 10 53 2 36 43
4.56 Black Sands 5 13 73/83 5 14 94/97/77
6.88 Seaton Jct 6 59 82/84 6 54 85/94
8.57 AxminsterW Jct 8 8 23 48/47/59
10.11 Axminster a 9½ 10 34 10 9 50
0.00 d 11 11 27 12 10 04
1.29 Axminster E Jct 2 1 58 60
3.40 Broom 3 44 80 4 21 64
5.17 Chard Jct 5½ 5 01 85/82 6½ 5 59 68/73/40tsr
10.53 Hewish 8 51 83 00 47 45
11.98 Crewkerne TEP 10 00 75 13 25 61
13.16 Crewkerne a 12 11 42 14 15 00
0.00 d13 12 31 15 16 19
3.59 Hardington 3 20 85 3 50 76
6.57 Sutton Bingham 5 27 84 6 08 87
8.81 YEOVIL JCT a 8 8 12 9 8 33
0.00 d 10 10 10 11 9 44
1.85 Wyke 2 30 71/85 2 55 56/72
4.55 Sherborne a 5½ 5 14 6 5 43
0.00 d 6½ 5 59 7 6 54
3.66 Milborne Port 4 21 73/77 5 28 61/68
6.06 Templecombe a 7 6 56 8 8 03
0.00 d 8 7 54 9 8 32
2.45 Ashford LC 2 33 85 2 58 74
4.01 BuckhornWTWP 3 40 83 4 18 66
6.76 Gillingham a 6½ 6 24 7½ 7 09
0.00 d 9½ 8 01 8½ 7 56
4.07 Semley 4 04 70/85 5 44 54/87
9.05 Tisbury a 9½ 9 01 10½ 10 17
0.00 d 10½ 10 34 11½ 11 08
1.24 Tisbury Quarry LC 1 49 68 2 09 59
3.69 Teffont Mill LC 3 51 80/85/36 4 17 85/88/46
10.71 Wilton Jct 10½ 10 01 51/56 10½ 10 02 54/65
12.64 SALISBURY a 14½ 13 39 13½ 12 25
(2½)=2½min pathing *= vehicles/tare/gross tonnes/inc loco
Cranbrook mileage is approximate No. 50033 failed Basingstoke

TABLE 1: EXETER ST DAVIDS TO SALISBURY
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Salisbury’ line (as what might more logically
be seen as the down line is now called),
reaching the maximum permitted 85mph just
after Broom Crossing.

Even a pair of Class 159s on full power
cannot maintain this speed on the 1-in-120
uphill stretches to Hewish, falling to 82mph.
The next stop is Crewkerne, where yet
another loop is likely to be needed for the
further doubling of the frequency that might
take place.

After returning to the passenger
accommodation at Yeovil Jct, Chris explained
the exciting developments scheduled for the
December timetable change. This will produce
a half-hourly service from Waterloo to Yeovil
Jct from 12.20 to 19.20, with the exception
of the 14.50 departure, which it has proved
impossible to extend. Two evening road
knowledge-retention trains back to Salisbury
via Yeovil Pen Mill and Frome will become
passenger trains, giving the Wiltshire town an
alternative service to London and enhancing
the Weymouth-Westbury timetable, which
suffers two hour-plus gaps at present. There
will be six up and four down trains linking
Yeovil Jct and Yeovil Pen Mill in total. In fact,
stakeholders have aspirations for Waterloo-
Weymouth via Yeovil journey times possibly
beating the electrics via Bournemouth in the
longer term.

To create the December service, the
12.20 Waterloo-Exeter St David’s train will
detach three coaches at Salisbury. Passenger
counts suggest that the extra westbound set
is needed only for peak carryings back from
Exeter at 16.25 to local stations, and this
will be handled by a layover set at Exeter
forming a 16.35 local, the load being spread
by managing the stopping patterns. I often
use the 12.20 and was surprised this was the
case. It would help if passengers for Salisbury
(and east thereof) could be discouraged from
travelling in the ‘Exeter’ set.

Elegant train plan
The unit detached at Salisbury will then
form the 14.47 back to Waterloo, in turn
permitting the 12.50 Waterloo-Salisbury to
be routed to Yeovil Pen Mill via Frome. The

An interesting then and now view at Exeter Central. Top: Before resignalling and track rationalisation, Class 50
No. 50033 Glorious gets aWaterloo-bound train underway on August 28, 1984, while (below) Class 159
No. 159106 is leaving Exeter Central with the 10.25 Exeter St Davids-Waterloo service onMarch 24, 2011.
COLOUR RAIL/ROGER SIVITER TOP, MARK V PIKE BOTTOM

Inside the Basingstoke signalling centre, Stephen Stack lowers the barriers at Feniton
closed circuit television level crossing. TRANSPORT REPORTS LTD

Right: Class 50 No. 50010Monarch gets away fromTisbury on April 2, 1988, with the 13.10
Waterloo-Exeter St Davids train. BRIAN PERRYMAN
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13.50 Gillingham-Waterloo will then start
from Pen Mill at 15.45, enabling the 13.50
Waterloo-Gillingham to continue via Yeovil
Jct to Pen Mill. Here it has time to do a
return leg to the junction before forming a
16.48 Yeovil Jct-Waterloo, attaching to the
front of the 16.25 Exeter-Waterloo (only a
three set due to the original detachment from
the 12.20 from Waterloo) at Salisbury. This
is the first regularly timetabled direct London
service from Bruton for many decades. In
the down direction, the four Waterloo xx.50
departures from 15.50 will all continue to
Pen Mill. This elegant train plan even delivers
a slight saving in unit-miles.

Sundays have not been ignored.
Gillingham will have a half-hourly afternoon
service to Waterloo, along with a similar
evening down pattern to Salisbury with
innovatory hourly Clapham Jct-Salisbury
non-stop ‘flyers’.

Reopening of platform 3 at Yeovil Jct,
subject to a current Network Rail study,
and the longer term of the 1980s idea of

a west to south curve, represent further
expansionist plans. The Local Authorities’
Transport Plan seeks better rail services from
Exeter to Dorchester and Weymouth to cope
with the traffic growth on the inadequate
A30/303/35 road alternative.

‘Culture vultures’
At Templecombe we were joined, entirely
unplanned, by Alex Green, who put the case,
with all the panache of his more well-known
brother Chris, for a late ‘theatre train’ on at
least some days of the week for the
well-heeled culture vultures who nest west of
Salisbury.

The option of driving to Salisbury and
using the last train back is frustrated by no
parking space being available most days after
08.30. This proposition gave Mr Loder
an opportunity to explain the current
economics of being in ‘revenue support’.
This happens when revenue has not met
franchise predictions by a certain margin.
Under revenue support, if SWT thought a

hypothetical service improvement might gain
£200,000 per annum and incur direct costs
of £100,000, SWT would lose £60,000.
How’s that again? Well, revenue support
means SWT can keep only 20% of the
additional revenue (£40,000) but incurs the
full £100,000 costs.

‘What a way to run a railway’, a certain
Gerard Fiennes might have expostulated.
He had a few things to say about the railway
line west of Salisbury in his book I Tried to
Run a Railway, opposing pressure to retain
small stations and suggesting Yeovil should
be served from the adjacent Sherborne,
otherwise communities would be condemned
to a slow and uncompetitive service. In his
era of increasing railway deficits, rapidly
growing car ownership and motorway
expansion he was probably right.

Chris Loder is appalled at my quotations
from Fiennes, and from the current
perspective he is probably right as well.
The loyalty and resilience of passengers
to decades of difficulties on the Exeter
to Waterloo line has been surprising. The
expansion westwards of the commuter belt,
and the road system having choked on its
own success, have created pressure for the
economies of the 1960s to be reversed.
Extensive housing developments are going to
add to these forces, and even I can now see a
role for Pinhoe!

One post-privatisation problem concerns
the lack of paths for diverted Great Western
trains during disruption. Recent discussions
have suggested the old method of giving
priority to diversions, which would serve
intermediate stations from Yeovil Jct to
Exeter with a temporary SWT timetable in
force to Yeovil Jct, might be the solution.
Revamping Yeovil Jct platform 3 would help
this process. During recent disruption, a few
ingenious paths were found but they involved
long waits (often two of around 20min) for
Great Western trains.

‘Tisbury loop nonsense’
A further package of improvements will
probably be necessary for the Templecombe
to Salisbury section, including possible
extension of the double line to include
Templecombe station itself, but at the
hefty expense of bridges, lifts and other
paraphernalia. Rectification of the Tisbury
loop nonsense would also be more sense in
terms of operation and journey time. On this
journey we passed the 08.20 from Waterloo,
which had been sitting in the loop outside
the station for its booked 4½min.

Arrival at Salisbury was 1min early, giving
extra time to couple behind the 08.51
ex-Bristol Class 159, timed to arrive 7min
before us. The manoeuvre was carried out
with the customary and painless efficiency
that has been retained on the former
Southern Region, and we were away on time.

We alighted at Basingstoke to visit the
signalbox, particularly the panel that controls
the single line west of Salisbury, operated
today by Barry Treadwell and Stephen
Stack. It was pleasantly surprising to find
a conventional ‘entrance/exit’ full display
instead of miniscule computer monitors.

Viewing the line in one fell swoop like
this was something I never thought I would
experience. I had been a little sceptical about
the resignalling equipment being located at

Crewkerne station is the location as unit No. 159005 departs with an Exeter St Davids toWaterloo service
on February 26, 2011.

On February 24, 2012, DMUNo. 159104 (right) has just arrived at Gillingham (Dorset) with the 13.50 terminating
service fromWaterloo, while No. 159021 is about to depart forWaterloo with the 14.25 service from Exeter St
Davids. This was the day that the signalbox closed, hence the window banners.



December 2015 • The Railway Magazine • 19

The world’s longest-running railway series, established in 1901

Basingstoke, but in the windowless room it
was difficult not to imagine we were actually
somewhere west of Salisbury. It was slightly
disappointing to find that Tisbury loop was
actually under Salisbury’s control and, of
course, Pinhoe is under Exmouth Jct. This
means that liaison with these two boxes is
essential if sensible regulating is to take place,
helped by having Control Centre of the
Future (CCF) displays of the two peripheral
locations displayed continuously so that any
emerging problems can be quickly identified.

The arrangement we had observed at
Axminster level crossing is explained to me.
The signaller selects ‘stopping’ or ‘through
train’ settings so the screen can automatically
illuminate at the appropriate time and start
the warning and lowering sequence. It is
then necessary to ensure the crossing is clear
before setting the route. Similar arrangements
apply at Sherborne, Chard and Feniton,
Stephen Stack saying that he was told during
training that Feniton is the furthest closed
circuit television crossing from its controlling
signalbox in the country.

Mr Loder was confident that the new SWT/
Network Rail alliance would provide a suitable
environment for a dialogue that would link the
capabilities of the infrastructure provider with
the aspirations of the train operators. Those
who worked on the Eastern region throughout
the 1970s, where this approach was endemic to
every investment project that took place, may
be forgiven their sense of frustration.

Guerrilla warfare
Nevertheless we are not in the board room

of York headquarters 40 years ago, we are on
a railway that had forgotten how to do this
and had replaced the petty inter-departmental
rivalries of British Rail with guerrilla warfare
between private companies and management
based on the smallest print in a formal
contract.

The initial ardour of the ‘Alliance’ marriage
that united SWT and NR armies now cooled,
with each now seeking its own space. At a
meeting with SWT managing director Tim
Shoveller and Stagecoach group head of
media and public relations Emma Knight,

the adjustments were explained. In June, a
separate Network Rail (NR) managing director
had been reinstated instead of Tim doing
both jobs. There had been many gains from
the direct dual control in matters such as the
difficult phasing of Waterloo expansion and the
provision of greater capacity into Waterloo in
the morning peak, but this had not necessarily
met NR centralised demands for absolute
control. Mr Shoveller was keen to explain that
Alliance would remain unaltered at ground
level. Planning would remain coordinated and
operating control offices would remain properly
merged, not simply two separate organisations
sitting in different parts of the same office.

The shift duty manager would still be able
to make decisions that were in the best interests
of the railway overall without the self interest of
individual companies, and planning would still
be done on the current sensible basis.

There is a sense that services
‘West of Salisbury’ now have the brightest
future they have had over the last 60 years and
one that few could possibly have predicted
when at their nadir. n

TABLE 2: HONITON TO
CREWKERNE
Units 159002+159011
Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes 6/231/245
Train 10.26 Ex SD-Waterloo
Date May 21, 2011
Recorder/Position J Heaton 1st of 6

Miles Timing Point Sch M S MPH
0.00 Honiton d 0 0 00 T
1.36 Honiton TWP 2 16 52/88
4.56 Black Sands 4 49 82/77
6.88 Seaton Jct 6 29 88
8.57 AxminsterW Jct 8 7 42 83
10.11 Axminster a 9½ 9 32
0.00 d 13 14 02 -/53
1.31 Axminster E Jct 2 2 04 46/44
3.42 Broom 4 16 69
5.20 Chard Jct 5½ 5 42 82
10.55 Hewish 9 33 84/68
12.00 Crewkerne TEP 10 33 74/75
13.19 Crewkerne a 12 12 20

TABLE 3: CREWKERNE TO HONITON
Units 159106+159101 159018+159108 159012 50050 50029
Load* 6/231/245 6/231/246 3/116/125 6/200/210/317 9/301/427
Train 13.20Waterloo-Ex SD 13.20Waterloo-Ex SD 08.35Waterloo-Exeter SD 11.15Waterloo-Ex SD 13.15Waterloo-Ex SD
Date May 21, 2011 April 20, 2013 May 24, 1994 April 30, 1991 November 6, 1991
Recorder/Position J Heaton 6th of 6 J Heaton 3rd of 6 J Heaton 3rd of 3 J Heaton 7th of 7 J Heaton 6th of 10

Miles Timing Point Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH
0.00 Crewkerne d 0 0 00 1L 0 0 00 T 0 0 00 T 0 0 00 T 0 0 00 T
2.64 Hewish 3 46 62/88 3 31 75 3 31 74/91/brake 3 27 79/90 4 19 75
7.99 Chard Jct 8 7 41 84/87 8 7 30 82/85 8 7 11 80 8 7 13 82/92 8½ 8 20 82
9.76 Broom 8 56 86 8 46 84 8 23 96/101 8 25 91 9 38 82
11.88 Axminster E Jct 11 10 25 84 11 10 28 48
13.16 Axminster a 12½ 11 57 12½ 12 28 12 10 56 12½ 11 42 13 12 48
0.00 d 14½ 13 32 -/54 14 13 59 13½ 11 49 14 12 57 14½ 13 46
1.54 AxminsterW Jct 2 2 13 50 2½ 2 00 73
3.24 Seaton Jct 4 08 60/63 3 23 79 3 26 78 3 30 80 3 59 66
5.55 Black Sands 6 25 62 5 11 76/74 5 18 73/70 5 20 72/71 6 15 57/53½
7.99 Honiton TEP 8 45 63/72 7 08 75/sigs 7 21 71/74 7 22 72 8 57 54/-
10.11 Honiton a 10½ 11 19 11½ 9 57 10½ 9 33 12 9 40 12 11 58
*= Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes/inc. loco

Climbing the curved 1-in-37 gradient from Exeter
St Davids to Exeter Central, an unidentified Class 50
is about to crest the summit with an up train on the
downWaterloo line in July 1988. TRACKS NORTH



20 • The Railway Magazine • December 2015



December 2015 • The Railway Magazine • 21



22 • The Railway Magazine • December 2015

TURBINELOCOMOTIVES

Conceived just after the SecondWorld War, but not built until the late 1950s,
English Electric’s GT3 was Britain’s last great experiment in producing a gas
turbine-powered locomotive. Gary Boyd-Hope explores the
life and times of the locomotive
that came too late.

GT3

WHEN British Rail stopped testing
its experimental APT-E in 1976,
it brought an end to a 30-year
flirtation between the UK’s

railways and gas turbine technology as a potential
source of motive power.

Even across Europe, namely in France,
Sweden, Switzerland, Russia, Czechoslovakia
and Germany, gas turbines as an alternative to
diesel and electric power had been trialled, often
with considerable success, but never enough
to warrant their wholesale adoption. In fact,
only the Union Pacific Railroad in the USA
ever put an entire fleet of gas turbine-powered
locomotives to work, the rest of the world being
limited to one-offs or experimental designs.

When we talk of gas turbines we tend
to think of jet aircraft, yet even before Frank
Whittle’s W1X jet took to the skies in 1941,
the benefits of the gas turbine engine as a
lightweight, compact, high-powered propulsion
unit were being explored by industries across
the world. Compared to a diesel engine of
equivalent power, the gas turbine was relatively
simple. It featured fewer complex moving parts,
used minimal oil for lubrication and could burn
low grade (and therefore low cost) fuels. Its
appeal was obvious, with the British firms of
Metropolitan-Vickers and English Electric both
becoming forerunners in the field.

By 1939 the Swiss company of Brown-
Boveri was developing an experimental 2,200hp
express passenger gas turbine locomotive, which
it completed in 1941 (coincidentally). In-service
testing of the locomotive, No. 1101, began with
Swiss Federal Railways in1943 with high-speed
tests taking place on SNCF metals in the first half
of 1946.

First blood to theWestern
In June of that year, the Great Western

Railway accepted an invitation to attend the
International Railway Congress in Switzerland;
Sir James Milne and CME Frederick
Hawksworth being the representatives. Part
of their visit included a visit to Brown-Boveri’s
Baden works, together with the opportunity to
inspect No. 1101 at Basle, where a footplate trip
was also undertaken.

The GWR was already looking to acquire
a gas turbine locomotive fromMetropolitan-
Vickers prior to this visit, yet the Swiss experience
undoubtedly led to Brown-Boveri securing an
order for what would become Britain’s first gas
turbine locomotive – No. 18000.

The immediate post war years had a
profound effect on Britain’s railways, during
a time when the ‘Big Four’ were struggling
to overcome the ravages that the six years of
conflict had inflicted on the network. Anything

‘new’ that could enhance the run-down image of
rail travel during this period of austerity was seen
as a good thing, and replacing steam traction was
a core aim in this regard.

No. 18000, and its Metro-Vick ‘sister’
No. 18100, were to be the GWR’s big statement
of future traction, just as the LMS was intending
with its diesel-electric twins Nos. 10000 and
10001, and the Southern with Nos. 10201
and 10202. As fate would have it, the railways
would be nationalised before any of these bold
experiments were delivered; only No. 10000
arriving prior to Nationalisation, and even then
with just three weeks to spare.

No. 18000 finally reached Harwich from
its Swiss builders in 1950, looking externally
not unlike a modern diesel locomotive. It had
an A1A-A1A configuration, employing the
2,500hp gas turbine to power bogie-mounted
electric traction motors. No. 18100 arrived from
Metropolitan-Vickers’ Trafford Park works the
following year, becoming the first British-built
gas turbine locomotive. Like No. 18000 it had
a top speed of 90mph, but was more powerful
than its Swiss counterpart, being rated at
3,000hp and having a Co-Co configuration.

Over the next few years the pair were
extensively trialled and run over the Western
Region and could achieve very impressive results,
certainly meeting performance expectations.

BRITAIN’S LAST
JET LOCOMOTIVE

After final completion at English Electric’s Vulcan Foundry in January 1961, GT3 was rolled out for its official works photograph, clearly displaying its attractive mid-brown
livery. Looking at the red fan at the front of the locomotive, the gas turbine appears to be running. COLIN J MARSDEN COLLECTION
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Unfortunately, the Swiss locomotive suffered
repeated combustion chamber problems and
damage to the turbine blades owing to deposits
from the heavy fuel oil used, its reliability
ultimately negating its performance. Similarly,
No. 18100 suffered problems with cracked
bogies and was found to be more expensive
to run than the Brown-Boveri locomotive,
its turbine following aircraft practice with six
axial combustion chambers, and therefore
burning aviation kerosene. By the late 1950s no
appreciable benefits over diesel traction had been
obtained and, following the publication of the
British Transport Commission’s Modernisation
Plan, the Western Region adopted the use of
diesel-hydraulic locomotives as steam’s ultimate
successor. No. 18100 was withdrawn in 1958
with No. 18000 following in 1960.

But Britain’s affair with the gas turbine did
not end there.

Enter English Electric
While the bigwigs at Swindon were busy

ordering the GWR’s gas turbine locomotive duo,
a small team of engineers from English Electric’s
Willans Works, Rugby, had set about the task
of developing a gas turbine suitable for a direct
drive locomotive. The GWR pair had employed
electrical transmission, which was also the norm
in industrial applications. However, the Willans

Works team, led by John Hughes, believed that
this was not necessary, or even desirable. Their
aim, therefore, was to create a propulsive unit
that could drive a locomotive’s wheels via a
simple mechanical transmission.

An early design study for the project set a
requirement for a locomotive capable of hauling
500 tons at a sustained speed of 90mph. This
was later reinforced by the British Transport
Commission, which advised that a locomotive
sharing similar performance credentials as a
Stanier ‘Princess Coronation’ 4-6-2 would
meet its future haulage requirements. Using

dynamometer data of runs by the big Pacifics
over Shap and Beattock, the EE engineers
theorised that a gas turbine capable of delivering
2,700hp would deliver a drawbar horsepower
of 2,500, thereby largely equalling that of the
Stanier locomotives. Add to this the high power-
to-weight ratio of the gas turbine, and the
resulting locomotive would have a wider route
availability. The result was the English Electric
EM27 gas turbine, a small two-shaft recuperative
open-cycle unit, designed to work with a
mechanical transmission and capable of delivering
between 2,300hp and 3,000hp. This would form

The operation of GT3’s power plant was
beautifully simplistic compared to the internal
combustion engine. Air passed through the large
banks of filters at the front of the locomotive
into six axial, and one centrifugal, compressors
to achieve a pressure of 60psi (at a ratio of 4.8:1).
The compressed air then passed via diffusing
trumpets into the heat exchanger, where it was
heated by exhaust gases beforemoving to the
twin combustion chambers.
Here, the heated air wasmixedwith fuel oil

and ignited; the expanding gases driving the
two-stage charging turbine (and in turn the

compressor), and then the three-stage power
turbine. The turbines weremounted on a central
drive shaft which, via a flexible coupling and
gearing arrangement (based on the Oldham
coupling system), rotated the final drive on the
centre driving axle.
At start-up the turbinewas turned over by

an electricmotor powered by the long rows of
batteries on either side. A supply of propanewas
carried to assist this, and once the turbine was
up to 2,700rpm and the compressor functioning,
the electricmotor cut out automatically.
The starting process took about 100 seconds.

THE GAS TURBINE PRINCIPLE

A fascinating view of GT3 under construction in 1958 prior to its trials at the Rugby
Testing Station. The large air-filter screen and predominant heat exchanger are
readily apparent. COLIN J MARSDEN COLLECTION

Ready for Rugby: A semi-completed GT3 awaits transfer to the Rugby Testing
Station in early January 1959. Note the absence of a tender; the van carrying a
small diesel generator to keep GT3’s batteries replenished. TRANSPORT TREASURY

GT3 undergoes dynamometer testing on the rollers at Rugby in what is understood
to be early 1959. During the testing period GT3 achieved a top speed equivalent of
97mph. GETTY IMAGES

Following the tests at the Rugby Testing Station, GT3’s EM27L power plant was
removed and taken toWhetstone for further tests. The locomotive is seen at
the Vulcan Foundry around 1960 as the final superstructure is manufactured in
readiness for the return of the gas turbine. COLIN J MARSDEN COLLECTION
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the locomotive’s propulsion unit, driving through
a fixed ratio gearbox and capable of fitting within
the British loading gauge.

From the outset the EE project team knew
that their efforts were all about proving the
performance of the gas turbine as an economic
and effective replacement for steam traction,
and getting the EM27 right was their topmost
priority. Unfortunately, the aforementioned
post-war austerity limitations meant that, in spite
of English Electric’s support and encouragement
for the project, a close eye was nevertheless being
kept on the budget. As a result, it was decided
that the transmission for the new locomotive
would be largely based on existing technology
that could be improved if and when further
locomotives were produced.

Luckily for the designers, William Stanier’s
‘Turbomotive’ had successfully demonstrated
turbine propulsion, albeit steam driven, since
1935 and – for the first few years of the English
Electric project – was still in operation as
No. 46202. The British Transport Commission
agreed to make the designs and operating data
available to John Hughes, and the main features
of the ‘Turbomotive’s’ transmission were duly
modified and incorporated into the EE design.

There can be no doubt that Hughes had
also been monitoring the performances of
Nos. 18000 and 18100, and like them he
intended for ‘his’ locomotive to be able to work
in either direction without the need for turning.
No. 46202 had been designed for forwards
running, having a separate smaller turbine for
reversing. This would not be suitable for the
EE locomotive, Hughes instead opting for a
transmission and gearbox that would provide
the right characteristics for a double-ended
locomotive.

Turbineon test
As the 1950s got into their stride, Hughes

was ready to test the first EM27 (version
EM27A) at Willans Works. It did not go well.

Problems with the thermal ratio of the heat
exchanger and subsequent cracking of welded
areas, combined with a lower than expected
power turbine efficiency, saw Hughes’ team
go back to the drawing board. Modifications
were made to the exhaust duct to improve the
thermal ratio and a replacement heat exchanger
was manufactured, enabling further testing to be
carried out.

This time the EM27A underwent 1,000

hours of testing, mechanically without putting
a foot wrong, although it did suffer with a
turbine swallowing capacity issue that still made
it unsuitable for use as a traction provider. That
said, the tests proved that the EM27 would
be perfectly suitable for electricity generation,
leading to the type becoming a popular addition
to the company’s industrial gas turbine range.

Unfortunately for Hughes, the ongoing
delays caused by the post-war economy had
seen the locomotive project become a low
priority, causing the development work to drag
on. The situation was compounded when,
in January 1955, the British Government
published its Modernisation and Re-equipment
of British Railways report (known today as
the Modernisation Plan). The report was a
statement of intent that would drag the UK’s
railways into the 20th century, calling for the
widespread electrification of principal main lines
and the replacement of steam by diesel and
electric locomotives.

In July that year Córas Iompair Éireann
in Ireland took delivery of the first of its 60
Metropolitan-Vickers ‘A’ class diesels, with
English Electric itself unveiling its prototype
3,300hp Napier ‘Deltic’-powered Co-Co diesel-
electric DP1 that autumn. It seemed that the

Willans Works project was a non-starter, and
development work was cut back and some of the
team transferred to other areas.

As the decade progressed several of the
new main line diesel and electric classes were
introduced under BR’s pilot scheme, including
the D8/1 (Class 15), D10/3 (Class 20), and
the D13/1 (Class 30, later 31), while the EM1
and EM2 electric locomotives were strutting
their stuff on the Woodhead Route. Yet apart
from EE’s DP1, there was nothing in the way
of a fast express diesel locomotive, and with
BR wanting to replace steam on non-electrified
lines, the possibilities of gas turbine power
reared its head again. The English Electric
project was revived and, now based at EE’s
site at Whetstone, near Leicester, work to
perfect the EM27A restarted with a new sense
of purpose.

By 1958 a revised power unit was ready to
test on the road having undergone a number of
revisions, principally the inclusion of a
three-stage power turbine instead of the original
two-stage unit. It was sent to English Electric’s
Vulcan Foundry at Newton-le-Willows to be
assembled into the locomotive then under
construction. What emerged was like nothing
ever seen on Britain’s railways before…or since!

Fitters appear to be attending to GT3’s combustion chambers atWhitchurch on April 27, 1961. Note the oval
headcode disk at the front and the English Electric device on the tender side. COLOURRAIL.COM

An eclectic line-up at Marylebone in May 1961 as GT3
takes its place alongside Southern Region ‘HA’electric
locomotive No. E5001, BR Standard ‘4MT’2-6-0
No. 76036 and the yet-to-be-named ‘Deltic’No. D9003.
MIKE MORANT COLLECTION

Right: The ‘Chocolate Zephyr’ in action at GT3makes
light work of Dutchlands Summit, nearWendover, on
the Great Central Main Line in the summer of 1961.
COLOURRAIL.COM
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By having based the new locomotive’s
transmission on that of Stanier’s ‘Turbomotive’,
it was a given that the drive of the English
Electric machine would have to be direct
through large coupled wheels in the manner of
a steam locomotive. One such design produced
featured a centre-cab 4-8-4, an illustration of
which resides at the National Railway Museum,
showing the locomotive to be named Britannic
and numbered 19000.

However, it was felt economies could be
made if a traditional steam loco layout was
adopted instead for the prototype only, allowing
fuel, water and a train-heating boiler to be
carried in a separate tender. At this time BR was
still building the ‘Standard’ classes and steam
was still prevalent, so the availability of turning
facilities was of no real concern. Consequently, a
generic 4-6-0 wheel arrangement was selected,
a rather futuristic illustration appearing of a
locomotive named Lord of the Isles.

Unique frames
It has been suggested over the years that the

frames of a GWR ‘Castle’, an LMS ‘Black Five’
or a BR ‘5MT’ were considered or used as the
basis of the locomotive, but apart from sharing
the 4-6-0 configuration, the main frames were in
fact totally unique. If the locomotive was to have
anything like the required adhesion, it would be
necessary for it to carry 60 tons over the three
driving axles, with coupled wheels of 5ft 9in
diameter. The EM27A unit only weighed in at
15 tons and the transmission at 20 tons, so the
main frames were made from 2½in plate in order
to provide additional ballast.

Although still far from complete, the
locomotive was booked to undergo evaluation
at the Rugby Testing Station, but there remains
some confusion as to when these first tests were
carried out. Some sources give the precise dates
as July 27, 1957 to January 31, 1958, while
a more common belief is that the test began
in January 1959; the locomotive remaining at
Rugby for 11 months.

When it emerged from the Vulcan Foundry
it was ‘naked’, being devoid of body casing, cab
or tender. The chassis looked for all the world
like it had come from an inside-cylinder steam
loco, featuring heavy section coupling rods with
roller bearings on the cranks, plus an outside

framed bogie. Above the traditional running
plate level, the EM27A was visible for all to see,
showing the relatively compact nature of the
gas turbine. At the front, in the space typically
occupied by the smokebox, were two large
banks of air filters (32 each side), which utilised
specially developed washable convoluted paper
filter elements.

In the ‘smokebox door’ position was an
access door, beneath which was a fan that was
mounted on the end of the turbine shaft that
ran the length of the locomotive. Final drive
from this shaft was to the centre set of driving
wheels; a flexible arrangement allowing vertical
movement of the wheelset and gearbox. This
itself was interlocked, thereby preventing
any gear changes while the locomotive was
in motion.

Behind the air filters sat the combustion
chambers, to the rear of which was the large
exhaust heat exchanger, all of which sat atop the
turbine shaft. Owing to the high temperatures
generated when running, a high-pressure
lubrication system was installed with mechanical
pumps doing the work. These only operated
when the turbine was in motion so a second
set of electric pumps had to be fitted to cover

the pre-ignition and post-shut down periods to
ensure that lubrication was maintained.

To power these auxiliary pumps, and also to
turn the turbine when starting, two large banks
of batteries were installed on either side of the
locomotive above the driving wheels at running
plate level.

Towing the locomotive to Rugby was
not without its problems. As a precaution a
maximum speed of 15mph was adhered to,
but just 13 miles from starting out the gearbox
bearings failed and the locomotive had to return
to Newton-le-Willows. Once the damage was
repaired the journey was tried again, this time
with the locomotive’s coupling rods removed
and the centre driving axle jacked up. It arrived
without further mishap, and subsequently this
method of moving the dead locomotive was
always employed over long distances.

The English Electric machine became the
first non-steam locomotive to use the Rugby
facility, requiring special modifications to be
made to the smoke hoods to deal with the
high thermal output from the exhaust grilles.
Unfortunately, early tests with the locomotive on
the dynamometer test rollers revealed lubrication
and oil leakage problems, resulting in the

The heat haze created by GT3’s EM27L gas turbine blurs the skyline as it approaches Shap Summit with a trial train from Crewe to Carlisle on October 5, 1961. DEREK CROSS/

COLOURRAIL.COM

The lack of movement from the fan suggests that GT3 is at rest as it sits in platform 1 at Marylebone prior to a
return run to Leicester during 1961. COLOURRAIL.COM
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gearbox primary shaft bearings reaching 100°C
when running at 90mph. Consequently the
engine unit had to be removed and returned to
Whetstone for attention. When it was eventually
re-fitted, an extensive range of tests were
completed with satisfactory results. A maximum
of 2,000hp was achieved at the wheel rims when
running at 55mph, with a top speed of 97mph
being attained.

These encouraging figures prompted further
loaded tests to be undertaken on a lightly
laid test track at Rugby. For these an adapted
tanker wagon was employed to carry fuel as the
locomotive’s tender was still being completed
at the Vulcan Foundry. It must have presented
an incongruous sight to anyone who witnessed
it as the ‘alien’ locomotive hauled a pair of dead
Stanier ‘8F’ 2-8-0s up the 1-in-44 on a 5½ chain
curve and from a standing start.

Satisfied with the test results, the engine
unit was again removed and sent for testing
at Whetstone, while work to complete the
locomotive was undertaken at
Newton-le-Willows.

Disappointingly for the project team, BR’s
interest in the possibilities of the gas turbine
appeared to be waning. Even as the new
locomotive entered the paintshop at the end
of 1960, BR withdrew No. 18000 (two years
after the withdrawal of No. 18100) and had
apparently put its faith in diesel-hydraulics on the
Western Region.

Hugegamble
Even English Electric seemed to be taking a

huge gamble in continuing the project, having
introduced its D20/1s (Class 40s) in 1958,
and was well advanced with the construction of
the production ‘Deltics’ and what would later
become the Class 37s and Class 83s. BR’s final
steam locomotive had emerged from Swindon
works earlier that year, and it was a sure bet that
diesel and electric power was here to stay.

In January 1961 English Electric rolled

its new experiment out for its official works
photograph. Now designated as GT3 (short
for Gas Turbine 3 – the GWR duo effectively
being GT1 and GT2), it has been said that the
locomotive looked like the offspring of a BR
‘5MT’ and a Class 20, and that’s a fairly accurate
summary. The long body certainly had echoes
of the EE Type 2, hiding beneath it a new
EM27L engine with the air filters now masked
behind large grilles and the battery racks now
being enclosed in what could pass as elongated
splashers.

The new tender for GT3 had been
constructed at Newton-le-Willows, while the
loco was on test at Rugby. Based on a
six-wheeled chassis of the BR Standard type,
the tender body followed the profile of BR’s
Mk1 coaches. Inside it featured a larger Spanner
train-heating boiler that occupied a front

compartment, from which ran a central corridor
to the rear of the tender. Twin 1,000 gallon fuel
tanks sat on either side of the corridor, which
was itself placed above a 1,765-gallon water
tank. At the rear of the tender the corridor
opened into another compartment that housed
a small closet, toilet and hand basin. A standard
gangway connection for ease served this rear
vestibule.

GT3’s superficial resemblance to a steam
loco ended once you climbed up into the
commodious vestibule-type cab. Utmost
comfort was provided for the crew, the driver
occupying the left-hand upholstered seat, with
large carriage-style side windows offering good
visibility. There was even carpet on the floor –
something not seen again until the advent of
the Class 59s. It had been intended that the cab
followed the same Mk1 profile as the tender,

It was during GT3’s trials on theWCML that it put up its finest performances. It is pictured during one such run passing over the water troughs at Dillicar in late 1961/early-
1962. COLOURRAIL.COM

Sporting an ‘additional train’headcode of 1Z79, GT3
makes an impressive sight during its final period of BR
trials on November 4, 1961. GETTY IMAGES

Number: GT3
Built: English Electric –

Newton-le-Willows/
Whetstone

Wheel arrangement: 4-6-0
Driving wheel diameter: 5ft 9in
Bogie wheel diameter: 3ft 0in
Wheelbase: 55ft 4in
Length over buffers: 68ft 0½in
Maximum height: 13ft 0in
Maximumwidth: 8ft 10in
Weight in working order: locomotive –

79.4 tons,
tender – 44 tons

Adhesive weight: 59¼tons
Power unit: English Electric

EM27L gas turbine
Turbine horsepower: 2,700hp
Tractive effort: 36,600lb
Brake type: Vacuum
Heating type: Spanner (steam)

GT3 ON PAPER
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including curved side windows. However, this
was dropped for economy reasons and instead
the cab had an angled profile not dissimilar to
the Class 20s.

The whole ensemble was finished in a
mid-brown with green and orange bands,
a green air filter access door at the front, and
black wheels and bogie. A cast GT3 plate
mounted on the cabsides, polished coupling
rods, a red bufferbeam and oval headcode disks
at the front completed the locomotive’s smart
appearance. It may have looked a little dated
when compared to the new ‘Deltics’, but it was
an impressive sight all the same.

On January 9 it was towed (by a steam
loco no-less – ‘Black Five’ No. 45254) to
Whitchurch, in Shropshire, in readiness for tests
to begin the next day over the little-used Malpas
line between Crewe, Whitchurch and Chester. As
part of GT3’s acceptance trials BR had stipulated
that after driver training and shake-down tests on
this line, they also expected 10 loaded
high-speed runs out to Llandudno Junction to
be completed.

Strong performance
These early trials were marred by problems

when starting and reversing (GT3 being
unable to restart its train after a signal stop near
Penmaenrhos tunnel on one occasion), but it
still put in a strong performance, hauling trains
of between 12 and 16 coaches at 70mph and
covering around 1,700 miles in the process.
However, the trials were cut short as the
locomotive was required for display at the
Institute of Locomotive Engineers’ Golden
Jubilee event at Marylebone that May, after
which GT3 undertook empty stock workings
between Leicester and Woodford Halse on the
old Great Central line.

For its next series of trials it was felt that
GT3 would benefit from remaining near to its
power plant manufacturer’s works, as these runs
would be dynamometer tests. From June to
September 1961 GT3 was subjected to a series
of high-speed runs along the GC line with a BR
dynamometer car and a rake of ex-LMS coaches.
During the tests the reversing gear issues raised
their ugly head again, but after completing 10
runs between Leicester and London successfully,
and without any significant loss of time, it was
time to really put GT3 through its paces on the

West Coast Main Line. The GC trials saw GT3
put in some impressive performances, enthusiasts
and ‘spotters’ quickly dubbing it the ‘Chocolate
Zephyr’ as it roared by with a sound akin to a
HST power car.

From October 1961, GT3 was based at
Crewe from where it was expected to work daily
trains to Carlisle to a set timetable, beginning
with a load of 402 tons (12 coaches) and
working up to 603 tons (18 coaches). It is not
known whether GT3 did manage daily runs,
or whether it ever got up to 18 coaches, but its
period on the WCML in 1961/62 easily saw its
best performances.

One of BR’s stipulations was that it perform
a standing start at Tebay with 12 coaches, a
feat it accomplished without slipping, and
even crested the summit at Shap at 44mph.
On another occasion it covered the 5½ miles
between Tebay and Shap in just six minutes,
passing Tebay at 75mph and Shap summit at
42mph. With 15 coaches on the drawbar GT3
took eight minutes to cover the same distance,
passing Shap summit at 34mph. This compared
very favourably with a recorded performance of a
‘Princess Coronation’ that passed Shap at
37mph with an 11-coach load, or even a
Class 40 that only managed 25mph at the
summit with 12 coaches.

Again these tests were not without incident.
During one run down from Shap towards
Carlisle the flames in GT3’s combustion
chamber extinguished without warning. The
high-pressure lubrication system meant that
the locomotive could not be allowed to coast
without power, and the driver had no choice
but to attempt a restart of the gas turbine while
still in motion; something never previously
attempted. Fortunately, he succeeded and no
damage was caused.

Incidentally, it has often been remarked
that one could always tell when GT3 had
passed through a station owing to the smell of
burnt paint on the footbridges caused by its
hot exhaust.

During GT3’s trials over the Great Central
Main Line, English Electric received considerable
interest in the project from both Union Pacific
and Polish State Railways, the latter sending
representatives over to see the locomotive in
action.

BR was also impressed with the

performances, prompting EE to push on with
the WCML tests, which were completed in early
1962. Having run for about 500 hours, and
having covered a total of 11,000 miles, GT3
returned to Newton-le-Willows, the intention
being to fit a spare gas turbine and prepare the
locomotive for revenue-earning service. The
hope was that after a period of two or three
years, small orders for locomotives based on the
GT3 technology would follow.

The end of the dream
However, it was clear by this point that BR’s

future lay with diesel and electric traction, and
the gas turbine really had no place in the grand
scheme of things. Naturally, EE was reluctant to
continue paying BR’s high track access levy for a
loco that it didn’t want (the company was doing
nicely from BR’s traction policy anyway). So the
decision was made to shelve the project and John
Hughes’ team was redeployed.

For the next four years GT3 sat under a
tarpaulin in the yard at the Vulcan Foundry,
quietly forgotten, until a curious journalist
happened to have a peek under the wraps during
an English Electric press event. The resulting
media storm was probably the catalyst for EE
finally deciding to dispose of the locomotive,
and in early 1966 it was dragged into the works
for the removal of the EM27L power plant and
other fittings. That February GT3 suffered the
final insult as ‘4MT’ 4-6-0 No. 75032 arrived
to move the locomotive to Thomas Ward’s
scrapyard in Salford, where it was later cut up.

And that was that!
Some 20 years after the concept of GT3

was originally drawn up, and after just two
years of operation, the locomotive was scrapped
– English Electric receiving just £600 for its
remains. It has been argued that GT3 arrived too
late, and had it got off the drawing board earlier
it might have stood a greater chance of success.
Certainly there was scope for potentially using
the technology to give a second life to redundant
steam loco frames or, as originally planned, to
create a class of double-ended locomotives as a
viable alternative to diesel traction.

Yet such arguments are merely speculation,
and as author Kevin Robertson notes in his
book The Great Western Gas Turbines: A Myth
Exposed – “If GT3 came too late, it is a wonder
that it was ever built at all”. n

GT3 storms past Moor Park on the Metropolitan/Great
Central line with a train of empty coaching stock in

September 1961, shortly before its return to Crewe for trials
over the West Coast Main Line. COLOURRAIL.COM
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knewhow todealwith situations on the
ground and sort out anyproblems they
met on theway.That is, until the spring
of that year.
I was summonedup to the site one

Sundaymorning.There hadbeen aheavy
frost the previous night and in the early
sunlight the earthmovingplant stood
silent like frozendinosaurs in a haze of
shimmeringwhite.
‘What’s up?’I shouted toMax, the

projectmanager on this section, as
he steppedout of the portable office.
‘Someone’s beenplaying heavyweight
tricks on the site, just take a look along
the track bed!’came the response.
‘What the hell!’Beforeme, a quarter-of-

a-mile of track lay skewed at a crazy angle
to the ballast.
‘Yes, that’s howwe found it at day

break. Howanyone cando thatwithout
our gear beatsme,’Max replied.
My response, obvious at the time, but

much less obvious in the light of future
eventswas:‘Surely, somenutter has been
joy ridingwith our diggers!’
‘That’swhat you’d think, but none of

themhavebeenmoved, and someof the
lads sleep in the trailers over there.’ The
baffled projectmanager pointed in the
direction of a lanebeside a smallwood.
‘They heard absolutely nothingduring
the night.’
‘Had they beendrinking?’I asked.
‘Definitely not – I’ve spoken to all of

themandnoneof themwere drunk, or
even smell of alcohol. They know thepay
is good, anddrinking on sitewould end

all that.These lads have got their heads
screwedon alright.’
My responsewas predictable: ‘Well,

get it sorted as fast as possible.You know
thatwe’re already behind schedule, and
thatmeans costs!’
As Iwalkedback tomy car, I turned and

yelled:‘Andmake sure that there’s no
repetition of this stunt. Find the culprits
anddropon them like a ton of bricks –
anddon’t let the press get awhiff of this,
or I’ll be downon you like a ton of bricks!’
With that, I drove off at speed,my

rearwheels showering the perplexed
menwhohadgathered aroundMax’s
Portacabinwith fine gravel.

‘Insanenightmare’
As thedays turned toweeks, I became
confident that this unfortunate
disruptionwas a one off.
However, thiswas not to be the case.

Exactly amonth later, I received a call
that, unbeknown tome,was to be the
start of a trail that no civil engineer in
theirmost insane nightmare could have
imagined.
‘It’s happened again!’cameMax’s

desperate voice over the ’phone that
morning, at about 7am.
‘What?’wasmy initial response, as I

finished the last ofmy coffee and reached
formy jacket.
‘Big trouble,worse thanbefore.Track

all over the place, ballast a complete
mess, and every bloke is pointing the
finger at anyonehe suspects, or doesn’t
like.There’ll be a riot if wedon’t nip this

in the bud.We’ve got a serious problem
here!’
As you’d expect, I rusheddown there

to see, but once again,‘seeingwasn’t
believing’.
Sure enough, the placewas a real sight.

‘Thiswill cost six figures to put right’,
I thought tomyself as I pickedmyway
overwet clay toMax’s site office.
Once again, the frustratedproject

manager, sitting behindhis desk,
recounted the saga of twisted track and
displacedballast, all without any sign of
the diggers havingbeen shifted.
I asked the obvious question:‘Did you

catch the jokerswhodid it last time?’
‘No, and as far as I can tell, there’s no

one in the frame for this caper,’was the
exasperated reply fromMax.
‘Leave itwithme.Tomorrowwe’ve got

an aerial survey doing a job further along
the route, and I’ll give the pilot some tale
as towhyhehas to pass over here and
get some shots.’
I was buying time, andhe knew it.

Neither of us had the faintest cluewhat
was happening, or evenwhere to start
to catch theperpetrators and stop
subsequent damage.
The next day, our plane flewover the

site,which certainlywas in a state for a
distance of perhaps 400metres. After
landing, I took away a copy of the images
to viewonmy computer at home.
With supper on a tray onmy lap,

I went over viewafter viewof the site, but
couldmake out nothing that could solve
themystery. Just as I finishedmymeal,

GHOSTSTORY

December heralds The RM’s festive ghost story, as told by Phil Mathison, and has a rather topical twist.

THE high-speed route between
London, Birminghamand the
north, openedmany years ago,

has justified the immense capital
expenditure involved.
Nowdeemeda commercial success,

in its early days therewere delays, and
the doubters seemed justified in their
animosity towards the project. The cause
of one of these hold ups, and subsequent
expense,was never satisfactorily
explained. At the time, the engineers
only gave out cursory press statements
such as‘unstable sub-soil’, or‘inconsistent
quality of the ballast’to quell the
dissenting voices.
It is only now, aswe approach the year

2060, that the truth canbe told, as recent
rumours circulating on the internet are
wide of themark, and can only play into
the hands of the conspiracy theorists.
Even after the passage of somany years,
I am reluctant to specify the exact
location of the tale that I amnowabout
to tell, so let’s just call the place‘Site X’.
Back in 2018, I was one of the chief

civil engineers overseeing this immense
project. Despite the delaying tactics of
a very vocal and influential crowd in the
Chilterns, the projectmade a start on the
line at the London endonly a fewmonths
behind schedule.
Evenwith the relatively primitive

engineering technology available at the
time,wemadegoodprogress andby
early 2020wehad reached the gentle
slopes near Banbury.Wehad some
topguys running the show;menwho

THE LINES
READING BETWEEN

All photographs by ROBERT FRANCE
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therewas a knock at the door, andupon
opening it,my friend, Alexander, leaning
against the entrance, said:‘I was just
passing, so I thought that I’d drop in. Can
you spare a fewminutes?’
‘Sure, come in,’ I saidwith enthusiasm,

as I desperatelywanted adistraction
frommy current problem.
After he’d sat down, the conversation

wended around anumber of topics, until
he asked the inevitable‘How’s theHS2
work going?’
Therewas a pause before I replied:

‘Oh, OK, usual run-of-the-mill
engineeringproblems.’

Cursory answer
NowAlex had knownme for a long time,
andhewas too smart to be fobbedoff
with such a cursory answer.
‘Comeon, you’ve got something out

of the ordinary – I can tell by your face!’
ricocheted straight back atme.
‘Yes, there is something‘very out the

ordinary’going off.’
With that, I told him the curious saga of

the disturbed trackbed, and advised him
that discretionwas everything.
‘Mum’s theword,’he smiled back atme.

‘Can I look at your aerial survey then?’
‘Sure, but I can’t deduce anything from

them thatwillmove the job along,’ I said,
as I pouredus both a glass ofwine.
After pondering the pictures for a

minute or two, Alex said quizzically:
‘What are thosemarkings in the affected
area?’
I placed the glasses ofwine on the

coffee table, and leaning overmy friend,
I stared oncemore at the screen and
uttered:‘Whatmarkings?’
Pointing to the scatteredballast in the

centre of the image, andwith his finger
pressed against the screen at some
indistinct scrapings in the stone, Alex
said:‘Those, between the tracks.’
‘Why, they’re nothing, just disturbances

of the ballast,’ I replied dismissively.
‘Are they? I’mnot so sure,’mutteredmy

friend.‘I sawmarkings like themwhen
I didmy thesis onpagan religions in
ancient Britain.’
I knew that Alexanderwas a smart

guy, but thiswas a topic that he’d never
mentionedbefore.
‘Can I have somepaper? I’llmake a copy

of thesemarks, and check something out
at the university.’
He scribbled away, and 10minutes

later, clutching his notes, he bademe
farewell.
‘Remember, not aword of this to a

living soul,’ I warned, as he glanced
over his shoulder, wavedgoodbye and
descended the stairs.

Sinister turn
Therewasmore disruption at‘Site X’, but
thingswere now turningmore sinister.
A foremanwas founddeadnext to the
track. No obvious cause of death, no one
sawanything. Naturally, theHealth and
Safety Executivewas involved, the job
was stopped and costsmounted.
Wehadmore aerial photographs taken,

andoncemore headswere scratched.The
directorswere angry, theGovernment

was getting concerned, andmore to the
point,myneckwas nowon theblock.
‘What the hell is going onupnear

Banbury?’yelledmyboss. ‘Get a grip, or
you’re out! I’ve gotMPs breathingdown
myneck, questions in Parliament, and
the threat of delay penalties ofmillions
hanging overme ifwedon’t sort this
out – now!’
I think I got themessage, and Iwas very

worried.Though I didn’t know it at the
time,my salvationwas close at hand.
When I arrived home, Alexwaswaiting

forme.
‘Can I see the latest aerial shots please?’

he asked, showing signs of agitation.
Oncemore, he perused the screenwith

an intense scholarly gaze.
His face turned serious, and I

challengedhimas towhat he had found
out.
‘Have yougot anything on those ballast

scribbles?’
Therewas a pause before Alex replied:

‘Yes, but you’ll either thinkmemad, or
you’ll realise that the railway is in for one
hell of a shock!’

These portentouswords hung in the air
for amoment.
He continued:‘Themarkings are

almost certainly ogham, a very old
alphabet of these islands. Anymessage
is communicatedby a series of vertical
notches and strokes.’Pointing at the
computer, he added:‘The sameetchings
appear in this second set of images.’
Baffled, I uttered:‘Butwhat do they

mean?’
‘Death’
My jawdropped.
Alex, seeingmydismay, continued:

‘The scrawl in the stones literallymeans
‘Whoever disturbs the peace of our
glorious deadwill be cursed’.You’re
blazing a trail right over an ancient burial
ground!’
Any engineerworth his saltwould

have laughed, anddismissed the
whole thing, but I’d seen thedamage,
the deadworkman, and the fear in
theworkers’faces. A decision had to
bemade.
With urgency, I replied:‘What canbe

done?’

‘Stop the job, divert the line,whatever!
If I’m right,moremen are going to die.
You can’t beat ancientmagicwith reason,
with diggers, dynamite or by throwing
money at it. The deaddon’t negotiate!’
Thenhehesitated:‘Or do they?’
‘What do youmean, Alex?’
‘One ofmy tutorswas a paganhigh

priest.Weoften discoursed aboutwicca,
and thewisdomof the ancients.’
Seeingmypuzzled expression, he

added:‘Magic.’

Evil spirits
Sardonically, I responded:‘Of course,

perfectly reasonable for amulti-national
construction company in 2020 to consult
awizard andget him to cast spells to
stop evil spirits ripping their railway up.
Obvious, really.’
The scholar’s reactionwas swift and

authoritative:‘Yes - exactly!’
So it came to pass, in complete secrecy,

that early onemorning a highpriest of
whitewitchcraft, in all hismagnificent
robes, stood in the four-foot of a
high-speed rail link and incantedwords
of arcanewisdom to the dark forces that
had afflicted our 21st century endeavour.
All themenon this teamhadbeen sent

away on a‘training course’, with generous
expenses, of course.
A deathly silence fell on the few

gathered as the druid faced the rising
sun at dawnon June 21 – the summer
solstice. After 10minutes, our spiritual
mentor, his job done, turned and said:‘It
is done. Hopefully, therewill be nomore
recurrences of your recent troubles.’
And therewere none. From thenon,

progresswas swift, andultimatelywe
finishedon schedule.
Thewhitewizard received a‘one-off

payment’for consultancy, and I got a
bonus.
As you speed along this splendid route

through the heart of England in the late
21st century, remember that youdo so
in safety, because oneman could read
between the lines.
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Welsh narrow
gaugememories
YOUR article in the November issue of
The RailwayMagazine on the Welsh
Narrow Gauge Railways in 1949 brought
back fond memories of my own holiday
in September 1949.
My grandmother lived with my aunt

in Colwyn Bay at that time, enabling me
to have a base for my annual fortnight
holiday from work in the research
department of EMI in Hayes, Middlesex.
With suitable youth hostels booked,

one inch OS maps and a shed guide, and
my well-used roadster bicycle, I had a
railway-spotter holiday in North Wales.
I well remember that strange feeling
at Boston Lodge – locos just sitting
there and general disrepair. I made a
note of what was there, but probably
overlooked the scene of the part-
dismantled locos.
The mention of Penrhyndeudraeth

recalls the toll bridge alongside the
GWR, then cycling all the way to
Barmouth and another toll over the river
to reachDolgellau Hostel which was
on the south side.
The Fairbourne miniature railway, in

steam at that time, was also visited.
Then the long ride over the hills to

Machynlleth, where I recall seeing its
Corris railway tracks. However, I only
learned where the locos were while at
the main GW shed, where I was told that
they were part-sheeted over in a yard
off the main road that I had come along.

On my way back I found them –
to the envy of many of my spotter
friends.

Then back to Dolgellau before

later visiting Shrewsbury, Coventry,
Wrexham and Chester.

Like many others, I never expected
how their lines would come back to
life and that their old locos would be
seen in steam.

So many thanks for the article.
By the way, I bought my first RM in
the spring of 1949 – I have all the
intervening years as bound volumes
on my bookshelves.
A H BELL
Hemel Hempstead

NewSt: Shopping
centre or expensive
station?
NOW that the dust has settled on the
opening of the new BirminghamNew
Street station, perhaps it’s time to take
stock.
Can I suggest that what Network Rail has

given us is in effect a large shopping centre
with a few railway bits and bobs added on?
For instance, as the principal interchange

station on the network, I’m surprised
that a full platform interchange has not
beenmade available at the‘a’end of the
platforms. Exiting heremeans passage
through the ticket barriers to cross the
concourse then re-entering the station
proper throughmore barriers; direct
access is only available at the‘b’end of the
platforms.
Don’t expect a seat on the still

claustrophobic underground platforms.
The waiting rooms are in the course

of being removed to allow greater
circulation. If you want a seat, ascend the
escalators to the so-called passenger
lounges – in effect, rows of metal seats

in the concourse. Toilets? Yes they’re
available once you’re on the railway side
of the barriers.
What about a cup of tea and a snack on

the public side? The options are few or
you are limited to expensive dining in
restaurants serving world cuisine.
And signage?With the huge size of

the atrium – its span and height – there’s
nothing to affix signs to, except on the
periphery of the concourse. Trying to
read direction signs from a distance of
100 feet is difficult. The font size is too
small and unlike signs at airports, they
are not internally illuminated.
The overwhelming impression is that

this is a shopping centre designed with
the shopper in mind, not the railway
passenger.
The words ‘an expensive missed

opportunity’ come to mind.
ROGER HOCKNEY
Burntwood, Staffs

Many readers find the concept of a
large range of retail outlets at railway
stations somewhat alien, but because
Network Rail take a percentage of
turnover from the retailer, it is in their
interests to develop such facilities - Ed

Telling theworld?
IAN Smith and Brian Hennegan
(November letters) are right to draw
attention to Network Rail’s apparent
indifference to lineside vegetation at
sensitive locations – in their case, Sydney
Gardens in Bath.
I have just written to Network Rail’s

Mark Carne pointing out the tree that has
been growing for years on the Chiltern
Line viaduct over the northboundM25
carriageway.
You couldn’t think of a better place to

tell the world you don’t care.
TREVOR LEWIS
Trowse, Norwich

Quiet zone confusion
BOARDING aVTEC 225 train at Edinburgh
Waverley I took my reserved seat in the
quiet coach.
I made a quick phone call at my seat,

but was strongly told off by one of the

catering crew who said I have to make my
call in the vestibule.
I pointed out that I was the ONLY

person in the whole carriage to which his
reply was“it doesn’t make any difference”!
Incredible or what?
I read the notice on the window and it

says ‘Quiet Coach. Please be considerate
to other passengers’.
I asked the guard about this and he

apologised and agreed that you CAN
make and receive calls at your seat as
long as the phone is on silent and you
keep your voice down (even when there
are other passengers nearby).
Catering department take note.
PETER MIDDLETON
Ascot

‘Scandalous’
rolling stock plan
AS ALWAYS the editorial is my first read.
Your last paragraph touches on the issue
of rolling stock cascade.
This matter has been at the forefront

in manymedia write ups over the
past 12 months, along with repeated
ministerial concern. Yet all we see is poor
management control of the problem.
Putting into store brand new

inter-city trains, along with other
displaced units, will become a public
scandal, if sanctioned, let alone the
post-store reliability issues that will
surround electric trains.
Electric trains don’t take kindly to

periods of storage, as witnessed
by the issues surrounding the
resurrected Class 92s.
Clearly a Government decision needs

to be made over the redeployment and
any interior redesign of the first IEPs off
the production line, by diverting these to
the East Coast.
There, they can displace the HSTs,

which can be refurbished for internal
ScotRail use.
Simple and logical, but of course the

railway doesn’t have manymanagers
left anymore, as they, like myself, were
just allowed to retire on the eve of
Privatisation without any thought or
concern about the future.
MIKE REYNOLDS,
Watlington

THE juxtaposition in the November
issue of Phil Marsh’s interesting
in-depth article on the Isle of Wight
Island Line with the news of the
hugely successful Borders Railway
is a revealing insight into not just
railway development but of political
thinking.
On the one hand we see an upbeat

report of a successful development
by a devolved Government and on
the other a sad tale of continuing
Beeching thinking, 50 years on.
I visited the IoW this summer. The

first impression on leaving the ferry
is one of dilapidation and decay on
Ryde Pier.
Then an aged Tube train appears

with a semblance of being held
together with duct tape. The trip
to the esplanade appears pretty
precarious. It reminded me of
Cuba. It is hardly a good advert
to encourage a vibrant tourist
industry.
Clearly a significant programme of

investment is required to renovate
the pier and rebuild bridges to allow

standard clearance stock to operate.
It may be possible to use cascaded

third-rail stock as an interim
measure. In the longer term a
light rail system might be more
appropriate.
If a comparison is made with all

the exciting new rail developments
such as Oxford-Bicester, Edinburgh
and the Borders, Greater Manchester
and the Northern Hub, let alone
Crossrail, this situation on the IoW is
completely anachronistic.
The island deserves better.
ANDY HACKING
By email.

WITH reference to the article in
the November RM concerning
the future of the railway in the
Isle of Wight, currently operated
by 75-year-old former London
Underground tube stock.
What better line to showcase the

Vivarail D-stock trains!
GARRY THORP
Hatfield Broad Oak, Essex

Island Line deserves better
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THE Charing Cross Hotel, London, which
forms part of the station itself, has the
unique architectural feature of a Victorian
ornate-painted ironwork walkway linking
the main building with a wing on the
upper floors of another building on the
opposite side of Villiers Street, which
divides them.

From the inside this walkway forms a
windowed net-curtained corridor, yet
from the outside gives the impression of a
station overbridge.

There appears to be no record of when
this walkway was installed, but it looks
as though it must date from the opening
of the hotel in 1864 and was part of the
original architectural design.

A similar walkway used to exist at first
floor level at the Lord Warden Hotel in
Dover, linking that hotel with the old

I AM trying to find a home for a
weighbridge which is all that is left of a
gas works at Fairfield Hospital (or Three
Counties Asylum).

It was installed to weigh coal trucks
and needs a good home where it can
eventually be restored.

Sadly, the weigh-house and the balance
beam have been destroyed, but the
ground level kit is intact.

I have had a ‘preservation order’ slapped

on it until I find it a home.
It belongs to Central Bedfordshire

Unitary Authority, which thinks that it
would be a good idea for it to be lifted.

Can you help find it a home please?
JOHNMAYHEAD
By email

If any railway or society is interested in
the weighbridge, we will connect them
withMrMayhead – Ed

Charing Cross walkway mystery
Dover Town station (1844-1914)

Does any RailwayMagazine reader
have any information about this or other
overbridges.

Were there any others of similar style
and period, surviving or not, and any
records of them?

In the two cases in question they must
have been produced from the same
manufacturer, as they appear so similar,
but who was that and is there any record
of installation?

Even the Grade 2 listing of the Charing
Cross Hotel makes no mention of it.

MARTYNWEBSTER
By email

If readers with information contact The RM,
wewill pass replies on toMrWebster – Ed.

PUTTINGTHE RECORD STRAIGHT

■ In November’s RM (p20), it was
stated Oxford would be unique in
having trains departing to London
in different directions. This currently
happens at EdinburghWaverley, and
there are other instances, including
Fareham (Waterloo andVictoria), Dover
(to Charing Cross or Victoria), Ramsgate
(to Charing Cross or Victoria), on the
Kingston and Hounslow loop lines,
and HS1 services. Thanks to the many
readers who pointed this out.

■ In the caption on p23, the wheel
arrangement of the ‘Western’was
incorrectly stated as B-B when it
should, of course, be C-C.
■ On p93, the loco namedDowlow is
60044 not 66004.
■ The caption on p67 should read
Dartmouth.
■ Transposition of names and numbers
on p94 should have shown 70004
William Shakepeare and 70014 Iron
Duke.

Homewanted for weighbridge
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THEONETHATFLEWOV
RichardMaunsell’s Southern ‘Q’ isn’t a class thatwill
topmany enthusiast's charts, butNickBrodrick finds
that its preserved example has helped redefine the
reputation of the rugged Eastleigh 0-6-0s.

MAUNSELL’S ‘Q’
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L ook closely at the adjacent photograph. The
rustic turn of the autumn leaves envelopes
Maunsell ‘Q’ class 0-6-0 No. 30541 and its
short train of Bulleid design carriages; all in

late British Railways, Southern Region condition.
A tidy, steam-era lineside and traditional bullhead

rail encapsulates the country byway atmosphere.
The round white route discs carried by the

locomotive tell us that the train could be an all-stations
Brighton to Oxted service, traversing the LBSCR’s
quintessential ‘Cuckoo’ line, serving Hailsham,
Hellingly, Horam, Heathfield, Mayfield, Rotherfield &
Mark Cross, Eridge, Groombridge, High Rocks Halt
and Tunbridge Wells West.

The ‘Q’s’ punctuated appearance on such routes
adds spice to the variety of locomotives in Surrey and
Sussex, which already abounds with geriatric pre-
Grouping designs, juxtaposed with more modern,
cascaded Ivatt and Riddles tank engines.

Hallucination
Now try to find fault with the realism of what

is actually a 21st century scene, as though cruelly
interrupting this vivid hallucination.

The clues may not be immediately obvious, but
there are some.

The purists will have already seen them, having
pin-pointed the anachronisms that dictate the picture
as having one foot set firmly in the preservation-era:
No. 30541 should carry a wider diameter chimney,
having never carried the BR Standard ‘4MT’ example
that it possesses today, and, to be strictly accurate, it
should also bear an oblong AWS battery box on the
driver’s side running plate, just in front of the cab.

However, most of the fiction lies in the regrettable
fact that the ‘Cuckoo’ line south of Eridge closed in
1968.

Still, pretty convincing though, eh? Preservation
at its nostalgic best, courtesy of the Bluebell Railway
wwhich breathed renewed life into the ‘Q’ earlier this
yyear after a 22-year hiatus.

The ‘six-coupled’ is pictured on November 2, the
first day it was hired for a photo-charter for the benefit
of those willing to pay a premium fare to be taken to
optimum vantage points on the 11-mile line and re-
imagine those halcyon days.

Two further charter days followed that week and
such is the locomotive’s current popularity in BR

No. 30541 at Bournemouth in 1961. MIKE POPE

MAIN IMAGE:
NICK BRODRICK

ERTHE ‘CUCKOOLINE'
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MAUNSELL’S ‘Q’

livery as No. 30541 that more are planned.
The decision to turn the 1936-built engine

out in its final form was apparently inspired
by the memory of former Three Bridges
footplateman Jack Owen, who later became the
Bluebell’s locomotive superintendent. He was
always fond of the ‘Q’ from his Southern Region
days and was even responsible for fitting its ‘new’
chimney, but he sadly died in February 2014
before its latest overhaul was completed.

The BR-era scheme also aids the railway’s
offer to film companies, ensuring a representative
cross-section of liveries from pre-Grouping to the
decline of steam.

Nothing is forever though. David Jones, of
the Maunsell Locomotive Society, says that its
inter-war Southern branding will “return at some
stage, maybe halfway through its ticket when it
needs it”, keeping in line with the best traditions
of the society dedicated to preserving and
restoring five of its namesake’s machines.

Sloggers
In the mid-Thirties, the Southern was

pressing ahead with its ever-sprawling electrified
network and it was therefore of little surprise
that there wasn’t much finance left for building
an all-new design fleet of locos to retire the now
ailing pre-Grouping locomotives used for modest
goods trains. In 1935, all 310 of the company’s
active 0-6-0s dated from the pre-Grouping age.

The blueprint for an economical, light-
axle, loaded locomotive was realised by Richard
Maunsell’s new ‘Q’, weighing in at just 49-tons
10cwt, sporting a slender boiler and medium-
sized cylinders (19in x 26in). The prominent
steam reversing gear mounted on the left-hand
boiler side was designed to aid quick shunting
manoeuvres, which was ideal for pick-up goods
workings.

The ‘L1’ style boiler, coupled to a belpaire
firebox, and hand-me-down Mogul 3,500 gallon
tenders, owed more to older Ashford (SECR)
practice than the now dominant Eastleigh
(LSWR) influence.

The harsh review from some quarters was
that the ‘Qs’ weren’t particularly good steamers.
Oliver Bulleid, who had succeeded Maunsell
before the outshopping of the 20 class members,
didn’t think particularly highly of the new breed.

Typical of his experimentation, he fitted the
engines with multiple jet Lemaître five-nozzle
exhaust and wider diameter ‘dustbin’ chimneys,
but performance was insignificantly improved,
while burning more coal than before.

Some critics have also queried the
deployment of antiquated Stephenson Link
Motion with long travel valves, when Walschaerts
valve gear was already standard practice. Yet,
Maunsell was only perpetuating what had
been successfully used on the Great Western’s
powerful goods engines, which combined
with outside emission valves, should have
alleviated any draughting issues and made for a
reliable workhorse.

However, they plainly weren’t widely
appreciated and former Guildford fireman B W
Aynsley described the class in his memoirs as
“nothing very special” and “never more than
adequate”. Even the steam reverser wasn’t safe
from criticism: “not a very good one either”.

It is perhaps endemic of the class’
reputation that one of their regular turns, the
Norwood Junction-Reading pick-up goods, was
disparagingly known as the ‘Creep’.

But speak to legendary Stewarts Lane shed
master of the 1952-1955 era, Richard Hardy,
and you’ll get a quite different response about
the virtues of the class.

Holiday specials
Every weekend, his shed would borrow two

or three of Norwood Junction’s ‘Qs’ for the
summer Saturday and Sunday holiday specials
from Victoria to Sheerness.

“They did it very well and there were never
any complaints from our men about them. Some
people moan and groan, but it struck me that
they were very good engines to work on.”

Both the ‘Qs’ and Bulleid’s successive ‘Q1’

0-6-0s were timely arrivals on the Southern, with
the region on the doorstep of the deepening
Second World War conflict.

The twelfth built, No. 541, took a blow
from the Luftwaffe in 1942 at Betchworth, near
Reigate, in Surrey. The explosion of the German
bomb inflicted considerable damage to the track
ahead of No. 541, causing it to de-rail, and
shrapnel from the explosion pierced its firebox.

Rather than effect major repairs that would
have once been common practice, wartime
expediency meant that the shrapnel ‘wounds’
were plated over, and the last of these surviving
patches on the backplate was only finally cut
out, and a new piece welded-in, during its latest
preservation-era overhaul.

Workhorses
The procurement of steam-heat apparatus

made the ‘Qs’ ideal workhorses for all types of
medium-range passenger work, as wells as goods
trains, across the southern counties throughout
the hostilities and in the austerity period that
followed when motive power departments were
stretched to their operational limits.

In fairness to Maunsell, the design brief
to eradicate the ancient Beattie and Stirling
machines that had held sway on restricted routes
was something that the 49½-ton ‘Q’s’ were
well suited to, particularly with their dainty
5ft 1in wheels, affording brisk acceleration on
stopping trains. Despite their restrictions and
mixed reviews, hey actually possesed a marginally
greater power output than Maunsell’s highly
regarded ‘N’ and ‘U’ 2-6-0s.

Yet, the newly nationalised BR was still not
wholly satisfied with the ‘hit and miss’ fiercer
exhaust that Bulleid had trailblazed in the
Forties, and undid much of his work by fitting a
more modest draughting arrangement, topped
off with ‘4MT’-style chimney castings following
trials at Swindon works under the guidance of
S O Ell to de-strangulate the front end.

This was certainly kinder to their looks, but
more importantly, it finally proved the virtues of

A lucky break in the clouds
illuminates No. 30541 as it
accelerates away from Sheffield
Park on November 4. JON BOWERS
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Designer: Richard Maunsell
Number series: 530-549
Built: Eastleigh Jan 1938-Sep 1939
Power rating: 4F
Number built: 20
Cylinders: 19in x 26in
Driving wheels: 5ft 1in
Boiler pressure: 200lb/sq ft
Tractive effort: 26,160lb
Weight: 49 tons 10cwt
Length: 53 ft 9½ ins
Coal capacity: 5 tons
Water capacity: 3,500 gal

Guildford: 23/1/1939
Three Bridges: 12/1947
Stewarts Lane: w/e 20/7/1953
Bournemouth: w/e 1/10/1953
Basingstoke: 30/1/1963
Guildford: w/e 1/4/1963
Withdrawn: w/e 29/11/1964

‘Q’ OVERVIEW

30541 ALLOCATIONS

Maunsell’s thesis of building a plodding 0-6-0,
which just needed some delicate fine tuning.

‘Q’ No. 30541 bounced between sheds
across the region (see panel) and is probably the
only preserved locomotive that almost certainly
ran over four of the principal ex-SR lines that
are preserved today: the Bluebell, Mid-Hants,
Swanage and Spa Valley Railways.

The most frequently recorded of these
was on the Swanage branch, where it was a
common fixture on goods trains while allocated
to Bournemouth (1953-1963). During its time
there, it was also occasionally recorded shunting
the yard at Shillingstone on the Somerset &
Dorset route. That station is also preserved.

‘Five four one’ was also a frequent sight in
the heart of the capital, during its time at Three
Bridges, when it was a regular fixture on London
Bridge-Lewes trains.

By the early Sixties, the death knell was
rattling across branch lines throughout the
Southern Region, which sapped much of the
‘Q’s’ usefulness, leaving some, like No. 30541,
relegated to snow plough duties at Guildford.
However, even that couldn’t stave off
withdrawal, despite the looming winter of 1964.

The last operational pair – Nos. 30535 and
30545 – were condemned by their respective
Guildford and Nine Elms depots in April 1965.
While for No. 30541, storage in the lengthy
scrap line at Eastleigh, where its life had begun
25 years ealier, eventually brought salvation
thanks to Dai Woodham, who bought it to be
cut-up at his scrapyard in Barry, south Wales.

Threatened
Just weeks after conveying the body of

former Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill
between Waterloo and Handborough, it fell to
famed ‘Battle of Britain’ No. 34051Winston
Churchill to tow the threatened ‘Q’ to Barry,
coupled to ‘West Countries’ Nos. 34045 Ottery
St Mary and No. 34105 Swanage.

Barry, as we all know, became a haven for
more than 200 steam locomotives...

While the Eastleigh-built 0-6-0 is perpetually
associated with the Southern, things could have
turned out quite differently for No. 30541
had the group that rescued it in May 1974, the

Southern Q Fund, under the wing of the Dowty
Railway Preservation Society, fulfilled its original
aim of restoring it for use on the nascent Dean
Forest line.

Instead, the Maunsell Locomotive Society
persuaded what would become the Maunsell Q
Locomotive Preservation Society to relocate the
engine four years later (when Ashchurch was no
longer a viable home) to the Bluebell Railway
and form a merger.

This was agreed to, but oddly, the individuals
originally involved didn’t maintain any
meaningful involvement with the locomotive
and the ‘Q’ was nevertheless keenly adopted
at Sheffield Park. It was first restored to steam
in Sussex in November 1983 after a five-year
rebuild.

Agreeable
Although Richard Hardy didn’t have any

first-hand footplate experience on the ‘Qs’ at
73A, he was able to put that right at the Bluebell,
where he was invited to drive and fire No. 541.

“It was worked quite hard,” he recounts,
“and I found it a most agreeable engine.

“It steamed beautifully when fired like all
those ‘Chatham engines’. With a very steep

grate, you’d pile in as much as you could at the
back end until you almost couldn’t see the fire
and it would give you all the steam you want, but
let it go at the back and you were in trouble.

“The ‘bark’ reminded me of my real
favourite engines, the ‘E1s’ and ‘D1s’. The
exhaust was a joy.”

Bluebell crews came to know it as ‘Doctor
Noise’ and, although they didn’t have such
sobriquets in steam days, No. 30541 is also
sometimes referred to as the ‘Q Boat’, rhyming
with the ‘U’ class’ nickname ‘U Boats’.

David Jones adds weight to Mr Hardy’s
summary of the engine and its class. “It’s a useful
engine and we’ve never had a problem running
it. It’s a useful size and does all the work that we
want of it.”

It is certainly ideal for the Bluebell’s four-
or five-coach trains, leaving the heavier sets for
the likes of ‘S15’ 4-6-0 No. 847 and newly
overhauled 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73082 Camelot.

Perhaps the time is approaching for another
unique survivor to return to prominence;
the majestic Adams Radial 2-4-4 tank
No. 488/30583 after a quarter of a century
in the cold, bringing a hint of Lyme Regis to
deepest Sussex…?n

'Q' No. 30541 is seen at Bournemouth shed again, this time on April 24, 1962. GAVINMORRISON

No. 30541 looks in a
sorry state, viewed
from the cab roof
of 'Battle of Britain'
No. 34059 Sir
Archibald Sinclair,
at DaiWoodham's
Barry scrapyard on
October 13, 1968.
Alongside the 'Q' is
9F No. 92240 and,
remarkably, all
three engines now
live at the Bluebell
Railway.
PETE HACKNEY
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The series that puts you on the spot! We tell you where and how to take the best shots
LocationLocationLocation
This bridge over River Clyde at Crawford, South Lanarkshire was one of the classic
locations in steam days and remains so even today. It is where Ian Lothian took a shot
of ‘Pendolino’ No. 390107 on a Euston to Glasgow service on March 11, 2014.

© Crown copyright 2015 Ordnance Survey. Media 004/15

Best times:Winter
(10.00-15.00); summer
(11.00-17.00)

Equipment: Canon EOS
60D, 1/400 @f10, ISO160.

Traffic: Virgin Class 221
‘Voyagers’ and Class 390
‘Pendolinos’, Class 350/4
EMUs, freight-hauled
mainly by Classes 66, 68,
86, 90 and 92, although
other classes and
excursion trains possible.

Ian says: “The location is
one where the light varies
from slightly backlit on to
front and side from
late- morning until early-
to mid-afternoon.”

HOWTO GET THERE

By road:
From the M74, leave at junction
14 and drive into Crawford
along Carlisle Road. After 800
yards turn left on a bend
towards Camps reservoir, over
theWCML and bear left into
Camps Road. Cross the

Clyde, but park just
before the T junction.
Access is along the
path through the
field, which then runs

alongside the river.
Proceed under the railway and after a

short distance there is a path that takes you up
the hillside to where the photograph was taken.

Public transport:
There are three buses on weekdays from
Lesmahagow to Crawford (service 73), which
connect with the X74 from Glasgow and
Hamilton. Journey time: 95 minutes.

Nearest Post Code:ML12 6TZ
Lat (WGS84): N55:28:25
Long (WGS84):W3:39:56
Grid reference: NS948212

PHOTOGRAPHER’S
NOTES

Trains to
Glasgow

No local
stations

Park on the
roadside

My vantage
point
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atfingertips!
WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT?
You told us that you wanted to access The Railway
Magazine’s archive online. Well now you can.
We listened to our readers… and we have

acted… and right now we’d like to give you the
chance to gain access to our superb online archive!
The Railway Magazine’s history stretches back

to the late 19th century, and we now have 30
years’ worth of content already scanned and are
working hard to increase whats on offer as quickly
as possible.

Complete searchable back issues of Britain’s
best-selling rail title already online include those
from the early part of this millennium, some from
key years in the 20th century, as well as many
fascinating issues from when the very first edition
of The Railway Magazine was published in 1897.
This initial catalogue will be expanded on a

regular basis, and we are committed to adding at
least a decade of content every six months until
the archive is complete.

WHAT DOES IT COST?
We have invested heavily in some new technology to make this possible, and our team is busy
scanning in many decades’-worth of content to give you the most comprehensive railways archive
anywhere in the world. So we hope you agree that an average cost of just £1 per month for this
represents superb value for money.

NOTA SUBSCRIBER?
At present, Archive access is only available
to subscribers of The Railway Magazine. To
get started visit classicmagaines.co.uk and
search The Railway Magazine, or give our
team a call on 01507 529529.

FOR MORE INFORMATIONVISIT:
classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive

Rail historyyour

SIGN ME UP!
CURRENT SUBSCRIBERS
To add access to the Archive on to your current subscription,
go to classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive and click on the ‘My
Account’ button at the top. You’ll need your Customer ID (it’s
on the letter that came with this magazine!), surname and
postcode to login, then you’ll be well away.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE

THEWORLD’S MOST EXOTIC
RAILWAY JOURNEYS
By Brian Solomon
EVERYONE has their own favourite
railway journey in the world, and
this book includes many of the well
known. The author, an expert on world
railways, has selected 58 journeys
sampled by him and a team, with the
narrative providing a mix of historical or
observational notes, sometimes both.
Despite their spectacular and

sometimes exotic nature, Switzerland
doesn’t get a look in, neither does India’s
underrated Kanga Valley line, which is
longer and just as interesting as Kalka-
Shimla. Even so, included are many
lines that a genuine enthusiast should
have on their bucket list, like the Ghan,
Hershey Railway and the Devil’s Nose.
Profusely illustrated in colour and with

maps, there are some truly inspiring
images to make you want to take these
journeys.
John Beaufoy Publishing Ltd, 11 Blenheim

Court, 316Woodstock Road, OxfordOX2
7NS, 01865 510920; hardback, 224x269
mm, 208 pages, 160 colour photos, 45
maps, ISBN: 978-1909612174, £24.99.

LMSPATRIOT PROJECT
CALENDAR
THE LMS Patriot Calendar for 2016,
which will help raise funds for No. 45551
The UnknownWarrior, has a month to a
view, each with a black & white picture
of one of the class at work.
There is space for diary entries too.
297 x 210mm, price is £7.75 inc p&p

fromwww.lms-patriot.org.uk/shop or by
post from The LMS Patriot Company, The
Hub, 17 Eastgate Street, Stafford ST16 2LZ.

LOST STATIONS OF
YORKSHIRE
by Alan Young
THIS book is the fourth in a series, and
while a companion to the Disused
Stations website, does stand on its

own as a publication.
With the size of Yorkshire, the author

has split the county into two and
covers theWest Riding, such as Delph,
Barnsley (Court House) and Queensbury.
More than 20 lost stations are covered,
detailing the history, connections,
services and decline.
Each station is covered in several

pages, along with a selection of historic
photographs in colour and black &
white, plus the obligatory ‘now’ image.
Station entries are colour-coded for

pre or post-Nationalisation or
post-Privatisation closure.
The inclusion of OS map references

and maps is a welcome touch.
An excellent series reminding us what

railways we’ve lost. (CM)
Silver Link Publishing, The Trundle,

2 Ringstead Road, Great Addington,
Kettering, Northamptonshire NN14 4BW;
ISBN 987-1-85794-438-9, 238x172mm,
144pp, softback, 175 illustrations, £20.

THE STORY OF THE
BORDERS RAILWAY
THERE is a high level of interest in the
reopening of the Borders Railway,
and following the books and t-shirts,
there are now two DVD presentations
covering the rebirth of this line.
Two programmes are available – a

90-minute documentary that covers
history of theWaverley Line and the
construction to Tweedbank.
Footage includes construction, test

and the first passenger train as well as
the royal opening.
The DVD has some excellent footage

too.
£14.99 (free p&p), 90-mins, buy online

fromwww.bordersrailway.info (see
below)

BORDERS RAILWAY FROM
START TO FINISH
ASWELL as the documentary version,
there is an eight-DVD box set covering
the reconstruction of the railway,
including interviews with First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon and other politicians.
There are lots of railway shots, but also

a section of how the film series, which

has been online, was conceived, as well
as an out-takes section.
£33.99 (free p&p), eight DVDs, buy

online fromwww.bordersrailway.info
or by post from StuMedia, 21 Redpath
Crescent, Galashiels TD1 2QG, Scotland,
cheques payable to ‘Silver Heart TV’.

IVO PETERS 2016 CALENDAR
THIS calendar, featuring black & white
images from the camera of Ivo Peters,
has been compiled by his son Julian,
and Mike Arlett. Wire-bound, each page
has a ‘classic’ along with an inset of a
personality, who worked on the line.
There is space for diary entries too.
297 x 210mm, £7.70 for one or £8.95 for

two, from the Sales Team, S&D Railway
Heritage Trust, Midsomer Norton station,
Silver Street, Midsomer Norton, Radstock
BA3 2EY,www.sdjr.co.uk

EXPLORING THE LAKE
DISTRICTWITH THE
FURNESS RAILWAY TOURS
by David Mather
MARKING its 30th anniversary, Silver
Link Publishing has produced three
special ‘silk’ editions that feature a silver,
gold or green silk bookmark, and are
printed on quality gloss art paper with
sewn hardcovers.
One such volume relates to the

circular tours of the Lake District and
surrounding area that were pioneered
by the Furness Railway, and aimed at
affluent Victorian tourists.
There were 20 such tours and in

what must have been a fascinating,
and often challenging task, the author
has travelled the same routes, where
possible.
Of the 20 routes, just seven can still be

followed by public transport – train, bus
and boat. The remainder can only be
travelled by car.
Each of the public transport journeys

suggests a start time and point with
connection times, along with an
estimated allowance time for the whole
trip.
With each journey there is

well-researched and interesting
narrative, with a complete range of
colour and black & white photos from
archive steam and old postcard views to
points of interest en route.
Even the car-based excursions include

any railway interest. Next time I am in

the area I plan to try one of the railway
excursions.
My only niggle is that the pages have

a grained type watermark which can be
distracting. (CM)
Silver Link Publishing, The Trundle,

2 Ringstead Road, Great Addington,
Kettering, Northamptonshire NN14 4BW;
ISBN 987-1-85794-441-9, 169x238mm,
176pp, 240 illustrations, hardback, £30.

INDUSTRIAL LOCOMOTIVES
IN PRESERVATION
by Matt Ditch
THE industrial locomotive was a means
to an end for some of our preserved
railways in their early days.
During the 1960s and 1970s, when

industrial steam locos were seeing
out their final days on systems across
the country, they provided a readily
available source of motive power for
fledgling preservation schemes, while
ex-BR locomotives were sought or
restored. Unfortunately, many of these
pioneers were side-lined once the BR
machines were up and running, some
never to operate again.
In more recent times industrial

locomotives have found their niche;
several preserved lines exploiting
their industrial roots and associated
rolling stock (think Tanfield,
Chasewater, Foxfield etc). This has led
to an upsurge in interest in industrial
railways, particularly with the younger
generation, the momentum of which
continues to roll on.
Matt Ditch is a young photographer

in his 20s, whose interest in industrial
railways has seen him travel the country
to capture locomotives in digital form.
He has also self-published two books of
his industrial railway photographs, of
which this is the second.
The book begins with a section on

steam locomotives and features both
working and non-operational examples
from a wide range of manufacturers.
This is not confined to the restored

locomotives, as the author illustrates
a broad cross-section of gleaming
paintwork and rusting hulks, accurately
reflecting the modern preservation
scene, albeit with a slight North East
bias, reflecting Matt’s Sunderland roots.
The format is echoed in the following

sections that focus on the often ignored
or overlooked industrial diesel and
electric locomotives (including a rare
view of a coke oven loco at Kirkleatham
Museum in Cleveland), and the narrow
gauge scene.
The book features one image per

page, with each accompanied by a
caption detailing the locomotives’
identities together with a brief historical
insight.
There are a handful of images that

might not pass everyone’s quality
standards, but as a record of 21st century
industrial preservation this is a pretty
good effort indeed. However, the price
tag is on the steep side for a softback
book. (GBH)
Matt Ditch via Blurb,www.blurb.

co.uk/user/store/Mditch91, 122pp;
240x204mm; ISBN: 978-1-36-498768-8;
£34.29.
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TALYLLYN RAILWAY
RECOLLECTIONS: A 150TH
ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE
by Nigel Adams
THE 150th anniversary of the Talyllyn
Railway this year was always going
to result in a string of new books
celebrating this milestone event, several
of which have reached The RM office and
will be reviewed in coming issues.
However, we’ll begin our narrow

gauge odyssey with this new volume
from Silver Link Publishing’s Nostalgia
Collection – the 49th entry in its
Recollections series and the second
covering the TR. As with the other
books in the series, this is very much a
visual record; a souvenir rather than an
historical tome.
It is also very much focused on the

last three decades of the world’s first
preserved railway, and not the full
century and a half. However, that
does not detract from the enjoyment,
as it shows many of the facets of the
modern Talyllyn operation, having been
compiled by an active TR volunteer.
The book follows a typical passenger’s

journey through the valley of the Afon
Fathew, starting at the TR’sWharf
station, and working its way along the
7¼-mile line a station at a time.
Presented in full colour (with the

exception of one mono image), it
effectively captures the charm of the
TR within its 48 pages, which includes a
map to show the route in relation to its
environs.
Picture quality and reproduction

is generally very good, although the
fading to edges of some of the images
does spoil the overall look, in this
reviewer’s opinion.
However, at the very reasonable price

of £6, this is a minor issue. (GBH)
Silver Link Publishing, The Trundle,

Ringstead Road, Great Addington,
Kettering, Northamptonshire, NN14 4BW.
48pp; 169x238mm; ISBN: 978-1-85795-
402-0; £6.00.

FOREVER SHROPSHIRE,
FOREVER ENGLAND
by John Piercy
THE sub-heading to this book describes
it as ‘A historical and photographic
tribute to the Cleobury Mortimer
& Ditton Priors Light Railway’, a
Shropshire anachronism that opened
in 1908 and ran, as the author notes,
“from somewhere to nowhere and then

on to somewhere else”.
Running for a little over 12 miles on

the fringes of theWest Midlands, the
CMDPLR was built to carry dhustone
(a mineral used in road surfacing) from
quarries near Ditton Priors to the GWR
network at Cleobury Mortimer.
A passenger service ran from 1909,

but was withdrawn in 1938 when it
became a goods line only serving a new
RNAD armaments depot. Ultimately, the
line was sold by BR to the Admiralty in
1957, surviving until the closure of the
TenburyWells to Bewdley line in 1964.
The book is very much a visual record

of a relatively little-photographed
branch. It opens with a brief history of
the line then follows the route from
Cleobury Mortimer to Ditton Priors
via Chilton, Detton Ford Halt, Prescott,
Stottesden, Aston Botterell, Burwarton
and Cleobury North.
All photographs are in black and

white and are accompanied by a short
descriptive caption. The quality of some
of the images is less than perfect, and
reproduction (in this review copy at
least) is dark in places. However, the
chosen photographs do cover the full
history of this backwater railway, with
spark arrestor-fitted panniers aplenty.
There is also a section of ‘then and now’-
style images, revealing how the route
has reverted back to nature in the five
decades since closure.
The book has been self-published,

with proceeds going to the Shalom
Habakkuk Trust – a registered charity
(1048594) helping to care for sick and
disabled survivors of the Holocaust.
It is not perfect, but would make

a welcome addition to any GWR
exponent’s bookshelf. (GBH)

John Piercy, 43 Supple Close, Norwich,
Norfolk NR1 4PP. 44pp; 205x295mm; ISBN:
0-9514715-8-9; £12.95.

THEWAVERLEY ROUTE  ITS
HERITAGE AND REVIVAL
by Ann Glen
A NUMBER of new books have been
published in connection with the
opening of the new Border Railway thus
far, and this is one of the best.
Predominantly covering the social

impact of the originalWaverley Line in
the mid-19th century, Ann Glen paints
a vivid picture that highlights the effect
the railway had on the small isolated
communities spread throughout the
remote and wild border lands.
The arrival of the railway resulted

in the growth of border towns
such as Galashiels, Melrose and
Hawick, especially with regard to the
development of the mills that produced
the world famous knitwear, for which
the area is still renowned.
Sadly, due to two major summits at

Whitrope and Falahill, and the circuitous
nature of the line, the route was never
going to be able to compete with either
theWest or East Coast mainlines, and
became a victim of Dr Beeching, being
closed among protest and anger in
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January 1969. Attempts to preserve
the route failed and gradually nature
reclaimed the land. However, as is now
well known, moves by the Scottish
Government resulted in the line being
rebuilt from Newcraighall to Tweedbank,
just south of Galashiels, all of which is
detailed in the book.

Published before the reopening of
the railway, the book could not show
the under-estimated use of the service,
which has far exceeded expectations.

Well illustrated with both historic
views of the original Waverley route
and those of the rebuilding of the
Border Railway, this book is highly
recommended for all with an interest in
this iconic line. (AB)

Lily Publications, PO Box 33, Ramsey,
Isle of Man IM99 4LP, 01624 898446,
280x220mm, ISBN 978-1907945854,
hardcover,144 pages, illus throughout,
£19.95.

BACHMANN ‘OO’ SCALE
TRAIN PACK  THE
SHAKESPEARE EXPRESS:
Special Collectors’ Edition
TYSELEY-based ‘Hall’No. 4965 Rood
Ashton Hall is no stranger to the pages
of The Railway Magazine, being as it is
a staple member of the Vintage Trains
main line fleet.

Since 1999 the Collett 4-6-0 has
become intrinsically associated with VT’s
summer weekend excursion train – the
‘Shakespeare Express’– which operates
two return trips between Birmingham
Snow Hill and Stratford-upon-Avon
every Sunday during July, August and
September.

The popularity of the ‘Shakespeare
Express’has prompted Leicestershire-
based Bachmann to capture the spirit
of the train in its ‘OO’scale Collectors’
Edition range. This is not a train set in
the traditional sense as it comes with no
track or controller, but rather a train pack
featuring both locomotive and stock
in a limited-edition presentation box,
featuring original artwork.

Rood Ashton Hall is presented in its
current condition in Great Western
livery, and given that it is from one of
Bachmann’s older toolings, stands up
really well. The detail is excellent, even
down to the firebox backplate, with
additional finer detail parts coming in a
separate accessory pack.

The ‘Hall’ features a three-pole motor
and comes DDC-ready with an eight-pin
decoder socket.

Also in the pack are three coaches
from the regular ‘Shakespeare Express’
consist, including ‘chocolate & cream’BR
Mk1 ‘BSK’No. W35470, which forms the
crew support coach, and a pair of nicely
detailed Metro-Cammell Mk1 Pullman
cars. These are Kitchen Car No. 335
and Parlour Car No. 353, both of which
feature working table lamps.

Like the ‘Shakespeare Express’ itself,
the fifth vehicle in the pack is also a
common sight; an open air tour bus
produced especially by Exclusive First

Editions, and itself something of a
collectors’piece.

Being a presentation pack, the set
can be displayed as it is, on a plinth or
as part of a modern image layout. Each
comes with a certificate of authenticity
and a small historical leaflet charting the
history of the real train.

It is available through most Bachmann
retailers, and to find your nearest stockist
see the Bachmann website for details.
(GBH)

Bachmann Europe Plc, 13 Moat Way,
Barwell, Leicestershire LE9 8EY - www.
bachmann.co.uk; Item No. 30-525; RRP
£229.95

SUSSEX STEAM
By MichaelWelch
THERE is a sweet innocence about Sussex
that belies its proximity to the hustle
and bustle of London, even with Gatwick
airport’s output threatening to disturb
the peace.

Rewind 60 years and its bucolic nature
was even greater – and that’s where this
neatly assembled volume epitomises the
rural charm of its railways.

Enduring colour scenes of ‘Terriers’at
Newhaven and a Wainwright ‘H’at the
charming Rowfant station are particular
highlights.

More examples of black & white
imagery have crept into this album than
previous Michael Welch-edited books,
but that only serves to increase the
variety of trains and scenes that abound.

Of these pictures, the most
eye-catching is arguably that of GWR
‘Dukedog’4-4-0 No. 9017 idling at
Brighton station in February 1962,
waiting to use the nearby shed’s
turntable so it could be facing north on
arrival at its new Bluebell Railway home!

The captions are very-well detailed and
entertaining, making this much more
than just a picture book.

Recommended.
Capital Transport, Ground Floor, 117 Old

Roar Road, St Leonards on Sea TN37 7HD.
www.capitaltransport.com225x255mm,
112pp, Hardback, ISBN 978 1 85414 387
7, £19.95.

LOCOMOTIVESWE
HAVE LOST
ByWill Adams
HOW often do you think to yourself, ‘if
only such-and-such’had been preserved?

The diverse range of new locomotive
projects proves that quite a few have,
and are doing something to ‘right’ the
‘wrongs’, but it is inevitable that most
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will never be re-created. This book is a
lastingmemorial to those pre-Grouping
and‘Big Four’machines that BR inherited,
and indeed designed and built itself, that
weremade extinct.
This is a fascinating overview of quite

howmany classes were swept aside. It’s
easy to think because somany Great
Western locomotives were preserved,
largely thanks to Barry scrapyard, that
there will be few unique locomotives that
slipped through the net, but there were
in fact 79!
Roughly half a page is devoted to

each, with an illustrated synopsis of
their histories together with individual
locomotive numbers listed.
A weighty, thoroughly absorbing book

that will keep anyone out of trouble for a
few longwinter evenings. (NB)
Ian Allan Publishing, Hersham, Surrey,

KT12 4RG. 260pp, 297x210mm; ISBN: 978 0
86093 667 1. £35.

RAILMAP 
ITALY
RAILWAY maps
are fascinating,
and this one
of Italy is no
exception.
Ideal for

the traveller,
using a relief
background,
this map shows
all tracks and
gauges,
high-speed lines, classic lines,
stations, ferries and even heritage lines
or museums.
The map also marks airports, rivers

and mountains with heights, and
electrified lines with voltages.
European and national timetable

numbers are also included, and a bonus
is overlaps of railways into parts of
Switzerland, Austria, Hungary, Slovakia,
the Balkans and even Tunisia.
Perfect for the enthusiast and

traveller. (CM)
Published by Beilstein, Villenstrasse 8,

CH-8200 Schaffhausen, Switzerland; size
open 747mm x 1134mm, card covers,
scale 1: 1300000; price €19.00

A LANCASHIRE TRIANGLE
REVIEWED
by Dennis Sweeney
ALMOST two decades on from the
publication of A Lancashire Triangle
Part 1, Dennis Sweeney returns to the
London & NorthWestern Railway’s
Wigan-Tyldesley-Eccles line in a new and
expanded update of the original book.
Set in the heart of Lancashire’s coal

industry, it is a route which has been little
covered in any depth, apart fromDennis’
previous volume. Consequently this new
book does include some of the images
used in the first book, but incorporates
many new and previous unpublished
shots of this key coal route, together with
a largely updated text.
The book traces the routes radiating

fromWigan and looks at each key

destination in detail, making good use
of descriptive introductions and
high-quality mapping. Locations featured
includeTyldesley,Worsley, Patricroft and
Leigh, with extra coverage of the various
siding facilities (Ramsden’s & Green’s
Sidings, Tyldesley & Jackson’s Sidings).
Additionally, the numerous industrial

systems are covered, with some super
photography illustrating how the
collieries really were the lifeblood of
the line; a rare shot of ‘Austerity’0-6-0ST
Humphrey on themain line at Howe
Bridge being a case in point.
Where the book really scores for this

reviewer is in the lavish use and quality
of the photographs, both colour and
monochrome, that take the story from
the glory days ofWebb 0-6-0s through to
‘9Fs’and‘Black Fives’, BR blue diesels and
up to themodern era, on the lines that
remain open today, and also those that
have long gone.
The book is amust have for any

enthusiast with connections or leanings
to the NorthWest, but also those with an
interest in the coal industry and industrial
railways. (GBH)
Triangle Publishing, 509Wigan Road,

Leigh, LancashireWN7 5HN; 192pp;
262x220mm; ISBN: 978-09550030-73;
£26.95

BAHAMAS LOCOMOTIVE
SOCIETY  VINTAGE STEAM
CALENDAR 2016
THE late Eric Oldham was well
renowned for his black & white
photography, which has featured in
numerous railway publications.
He captured the very essence of

the 1950s British railway and its
surroundings; something that is strongly
portrayed in this lavishly illustrated
calendar that celebrates his work.
The front cover demonstrates the

human connection as a schoolboy
gazes in wonder at the magnificence
of Stanier 4-6-2 No. 46200 The Princess
Royal in the cavernous environs of
Liverpool Lime Street.
Fascinating studies of ‘King Arthur’

No. 30792 Sir Hervis de Revel crossing
the bows of a bus on Canute Road, near
the Ocean Terminal, Southampton,
and ‘Royal Scot’No. 46131 The Royal
Warwickshire Regiment, framed by the
magnificent arcing Manchester Central
awaiting departure with the ‘Palatine’,
punctuate pages of excellent content.
Eric’s nephew, Sir John Oldham,

has made this wonderful and varied
collection available to the Bahamas
Locomotive Society for its fundraising
activities.
All money from the sale of the

calendar supports the ongoing work of
the Ingrow-based group, which looks
after its namesake ‘Jubilee’ and a clutch
of other locomotives. (NB)
Cheques payable to Bahamas Loco

Trading Ltd: 2 Meadowcroft Mews,
Castleford, West Yorks, WF10 4SU. £7.50.
www.ingrowlocomuseum.com
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Semaphore farewell
Michael Rhodes looks at the impact of Network Rail’s £96.5million
resignalling project. It will include the loss of iconic gantries at Wrawby
Junction and numerous other signalboxes in the area.

DURING a 17-day engineering
possession, starting on Christmas
Eve 2015, the line from
Scunthorpe to Cleethorpes is due

to be resignalled. This will bring an end to
one of Britain’s most well-known and most
photographed manually signalled locations, at
Wrawby Junction.

The North Lincolnshire resignalling
project had originally envisaged closure of
not just the signalboxes between Scunthorpe
and Cleethorpes, but also those controlling

the Brigg line between Wrawby Junction and
Gainsborough, the Barton-on-Humber branch,
and the Immingham light railway between
Immingham Docks and Marsh Junction.

A combination of engineering delays and
cost overruns led to a change in the planned
resignalling to concentrate on just the mainline
between Scunthorpe and Cleethorpes, with
closure of the signal and crossing boxes at
Appleby (Lincs), Elsham, Wrawby Junction,
Barnetby East, New Barnetby level crossing,
Brocklesby, Roxton Siding, Stallingborough,

Marsh Junction and Pasture Street, as well as
Ulceby. Some 65 route miles of track are being
resignalled, and over the Christmas period
there will be a rare five-day closure of all lines
to Immingham Port.

Control of the line will be transferred
to the new ROC in York. In this first of a
two-part feature we will travel from box-
to-box along the line from Scunthorpe to
Cleethorpes, while part two will concentrate
on the life and times of the boxes which have
been reprieved for the time being.

Appleby
1. Opened in 1886, Appleby (Lincs) had contained
a 23-lever frame dating back to the time of
opening. This was replaced in 2003 with a small IFS
(Individual Function Switch) panel. The crossing
gates were controlled by a large wrought iron
wheel in the signalbox, seen here in November
2015. The wheel has a preservation order on it,
as does the signalbox, but it no longer controls
the crossing gates, which are the new standard
Network Rail style, with both radar and lidar (low
level radar) scanning and full skirts preventing
people ducking underneath them. A GB Railfreight
Class 66 approaches with imported coal from
Immingham Docks (HIT) to Eggborough power
station on November 9, 2015.
ALL PICTURES BY MICHAEL RHODES.

2. In the early 1990s, before the modernisation of
the crossing gates or the installation of the new IFS
panel, Appleby ’box was largely unchanged since
1886.

3. The rail head treatment trains (RHTT) in
Yorkshire are handled by Class 20s because of their
greater route availability; a result of their lower
axle weight, due to some of the light traffic branch
lines they have to treat. Class 20 Nos. 20308 and
20309 are seen passing Appleby signalbox with
the Grimsby to Bridlington leg of the daily North
Lincolnshire and East Yorkshire RHTT.

1

3

2

PART

1
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Elsham
4. Like neighbouring Appleby
signalbox, Elsham opened
in 1886 and had contained a
22-lever frame controlling the
gates and semaphore signals.
During the early spring of
2003, it too wasmodernised
with the installation of an IFS
panel and conversion of its
signals to colour light rather
than semaphores. This view,
taken in the 1990s, shows
Class 60 No. 60015 passing
with an empty iron ore train
from Santon to Immingham
Docks.

5. Colas Class 60 No. 60026
passes Elsham signalbox in
November 2015 with the
empty bitumen train from
Preston Docks to Lindsey
refinery. The base of the old
signalbox wheel and the
signalbox itself at Elsham
has a preservation order
and so, like the cabin at
Appleby, down the line, will
not be demolished during the
resignalling.

6. The signalman resets the
route on the IFS panel at
Elsham as Class 66 No. 66536
has just passed with imported
coal from Immingham to
Cottam power station.

5 6

4
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11. Taken from the foot crossing a couple of hundred yards down the Brigg line, the three bracket signals which control access to the Scunthorpe, Brigg and Lincoln lines
dominate the view looking back towards Barnetby. A Cleethorpes to Manchester Airport express stands in Barnetby station and is signalled for the Scunthorpe line

9. Opened in 1916 by the Great Central Railway, as part of the new route to Immingham Docks, Wrawby Junction
(called just Wrawby since 1970) is a Grade II listed building. Sadly, it will not quite make it to 100 years operation,
but the massive brick-built structure and it’s levers and interlocking should be preserved for posterity. Here, in
the 1990s, Class 60 No. 60091 passes with an empty iron ore train from Santon to Immingham Docks

Wrawby
7. Under the watchful eye of local operations
manager John Stocks, the signalman offers a train to
neighbouring Barnetby East signalbox. The 137-lever
frame is mostly in shot; the frame is “numbered”A-E
and then 1-132. When opened in 1916 the ’box had
just 132 levers and replaced an older and much smaller
65-lever structure, which had been at this location
since 1899. An extra five levers (A-E) were added in
1934.

8. Looking back from Wrawby towards Barnetby East
on 2008, Barnetby East ’box can just be seen above
the rear of this Immingham to Santon iron ore train,
hauled by Class 60 No. 60100.

10. Taken during the golden hour – perfect for sunset shots at Wrawby Junction for about three weeks either side
of the winter solstice – this view shows Class 60 No. 60074 returning from Rectory Junction with empty oil tanks,
which will be refilled overnight in Lindsey refinery. On January 8, 2015, I was fortunate to be a guest in Barnetby
East signalbox from where this shot was taken.

7

8

9

10

11
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New Barnetby
14. There has been
a manual crossing
’box at New Barnetby
since 1912, but the
original structure is
long gone, having
been replaced by the
ubiquitous Network
Rail green portacabin.
In April 2014, Class 60
No. 60092 heads an
Immingham to Santon
iron ore train past the
gates (which will be
replaced by automated
ones in the resignalling
scheme).

Barnetby
12. For at least two decades, the signalbox at Barnetby has been ‘falling
down’. A favourite party trick of signalmen there was to place a marble
on the floor and watch it race away along the sloping ’box floor! In
1998, the ’box is already leaning significantly as Class 56 No. 56079
passes with 6D66, the afternoon Enterprise service from Immingham to
Doncaster.

13. Barnetby East dates back to 1914 and has a 72-lever frame. Nearest
the camera in this view is a tightening wheel to adjust the wires,
which control the signals as they expand and contract with changes in
temperature. Relief signalman John Illingworth, chatting with a fellow
railwayman, learned his trade as a schoolboy visiting Barnetby East
when Ian Short was the resident signalman. The longest pull here is
Signal 19 because the wire travels half way to Wrawby Junction and
then back to the signal bracket. On the other hand the hardest pull is
Signal 21, the up starter.

12

13

14
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Brocklesby
15 + 16. When Brocklesby Junction ‘box opened in
1914, it had a 96-lever frame. This was replaced in
1998 by an NX panel and the striking semaphore
signals were demolished at this time. Fast forward to
June 2013 and the structure of the ’box at Brocklesby
is largely unchanged as Class 66 No. 66956 passes
with an Immingham to Ratcliffe power station coal
working. The interior is, however, eerily empty as the
signal levers have gone, replaced by a small NX panel
in the corner of the cabin. Here, signaller Julie King
explains the workings of the panel which fringes with
Ulceby and Barnetby East.

Ulceby
17. Back in 1989, Class 47
No. 47417 (more accustomed to
top-link duties on the East Coast
Main Line), is seen passing Ulceby
Junction with 6D80, an oil train
fromWelton to Lindsey refinery.

18. Opened in 1909 as part of the
upgrading and improvements
made by the Great Central on its
route to the newly constructed
ImminghamDocks, Ulceby
Junction originally had a
60-lever frame.When a temporary
IFS panel was installed in 1988
to control the Harborough area,
the framewas reduced in size
to the 30 levers seen here. The
signaller is on the phone as he
has been unable to get a set of
points across, and a Scunthorpe to
Immingham empty coal train has
been stopped on the approaches
to the junction. As good fortune
would have it, the local operations
manager was on hand to clip the
points and keep the job running
while waiting for theMobile
Operations Team to arrive and
repair the defective point.

19. Looking north from Ulceby
Junction signalbox, the Barton-on-
Humber branch stretches away to
the horizon. This was to have been
resignalled, but will now remain
withmanual signalling from the
first crossing at Garola House, seen
here in the distance between the
two semaphore signals. The ’boxes
and signal frames at Barton Road,
Goxhill, Oxmarsh and Barrow Lane
will therefore survive to fight
another day. Class 66 No. 66607
passes the junction with 6R14, the
Immingham to Ferrybridge power
station coal service, leaving the
local from Barton-on-Humber to
Grimsby, to be held on the branch. 19

15

16

17 18
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Roxton Siding
20 + 21. Roxton Siding opened in 1883 and contains an 18-lever frame, dating back to 1906. The original gate
wheel is still in operation in 2015, as seen here, keeping signalman Alf Blake fit as he opens and closes the gates
for the sparse traffic on the country lane.

Stallingborough
22 + 23 + 24. A second ’box along the Scunthorpe to Grimsby route that was also falling down for
many years was at Stallingborough. Opened in 1884, it contained a 20-lever frame and a unique
wrought iron gate wheel, seen here in action in 1996. Like at Barnetby, the signalman duringmy
visit placed amarble on the ’box floor to demonstrate its degree of collapse. Unlike Barnetby, the
signalbox was declared unsafe in 2006, leading to the construction of a large new brick structure,
which opened in 2007. It contained an NX panel, which controlled the crossing gates and newly
installed colour light signals.

20

21

22 23

24
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Pasture Street
27. The unimposing 1962-built Pasture Street
controls the rest of the route fromMarsh Junction
to Cleethorpes. Here, in 2015, a Manchester to
Cleethorpes service, in the form of Class 185
No. 185136, passes the signalbox and crossing.

28. The 1985 vintage NX panel in Pasture Street is
in the hands of signalmen Ben Ranshaw and John
Illingworth. The panel initially controlled just the line
from here to Cleethorpes, where the 1889,
100-lever signalbox closed in 1985 along with the
’box at Fish Dock Road Crossing. In 1990 the crossing
’box at Friargate closed, followed by the signalboxes
at Littlefield Crossing,Wellowgate and Garden Street
Junction in 1993. Control of this area was handed to
Pasture Street, where the panel was extended.

Marsh Junction
25. Analmost unique imageof the1907-built Great
Central signalbox atMarsh Junction. Itwas takenon
November 9, 2015while councilworkmenwere cutting
thegrass on the roadbridge to the east of the junction, a
uniqueoccurrencebecause thebridge is normally sealed
off bypallisade fencingand totally inaccessible to the

public – andbelieveme I have tried! Class 153No. 153360
passeswith aBarton-on-Humber toGrimsby service.
The junction in thebackground is the entrance to the
ImminghamLightRailway,which againhas escaped the
resignalling scheme.Thismeans the signalboxes atGreat
CoatesNo. 1 andPyewipe Junction, aswell as thenew
portacabin at ImminghamEast,will survive.

26. The 44-lever frame at Marsh Junction and the block
instruments are seen during a 2012 official visit to the
cabin. Like the bridge to the east of the signalbox, the
’box itself is protected by 10ft-high pallisade fencing,
which would domany a prison proud.

25
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Time Traveller
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English Electric Type 4 No. D284 takes the through road at Doncaster on October 30, 1968 with a down
Pullman service. Note the parcels on 'Brute' trolleys waiting to be loaded on to the nearby train.

Semaphore signals abound as BR green ‘Peak’No. D38 enters Chesterfield station onMarch 5, 1969
with a southbound inter-regional mixed goods working.
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Gems fromTheRailwayMagazineArchives

Despite a substantial station building, there are just a handful of passengers and a Royal Mail van
waiting at Betws-y-Coed for the arrival of a DMU from Llandudno Junction on a July day in 1977.

One of the first batch of 10 Sulzer-engined ‘Peak’ locomotives – No. 44008 Penyghent, in immaculate
condition – hauls a down coal train towards Doe Hill station, nearWesthouses, in October 1979.
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Panorama
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The industrial nature of the historic Bowes Railway is shown to good effect as newly resident Peckett ‘W6 Special’ 0-4-0ST Merlin is looked down upon by the crew of passing
Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST No. 22 during a photo charter on October 18. ROBERT FALCONER



PanoramaPanorama
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HST No. 43036 approaches Cardiff Central with the 13.15 First Great Western service from
Paddington as Nos. 175110 and 142069 leave with the 15.21 to Holyhead and 15.04 Radyr to
Coryton Arriva Trains Wales services, respectively, on August 26. STEWART ARMSTRONG

The footplate of new-build A1 No. 60163 Tornado is a combination of mid-20th century steam controls
and 21st century electronics, as seen under the capable control of Kevin Cronin, Dave Evans and Kian
Steed during a photo charter at the Severn Valley Railway on October 9. DUNCAN LANGTREE
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Patiently awaiting whatever its futuremay have in store, BR blue-liveried Class 45 No. 45015
begins tomerge with the surrounding vegetation on the long storage siding at the Battlefield
Line’s Shackerstone station on October 23. GRAHAM NUTTALL

DB Schenker’s immaculate ex-works Class 60 No. 60044 Dowlow (RMNovember) contrasts
sharply with the rolling green countryside at Brierlow Bar as it works 6H22 fromTunstead to
Brigg Sidings on September 19. DUNCAN SCOTT



Panorama
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A shaft of sunlight pierces the darkness to illuminate
a ScotRail Class 156 working the 12.21 Glasgow Queen

Street-Mallaig as it heads north along theWest Highland
line towards Bridge of Orchy on October 24. BOB AVERY
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A look at our December 1915,
1965 and 1995 issues

100 years ago

Commendable work is being done
by a Committee representing
the whole of the Great Western

Railway staff at Shrewsbury. This was
formed in August, 1914, with the object
of collecting funds for war purposes
and to look after the dependents of
railway-men who had enlisted. Among
other things subscribed for was the
provision of a bed in the new King
George Hospital in London. At the
opening ceremony at the hospital,
which was attended by the secretary
to the Committee, it was stated that
out of 1,650 beds this one was unique,
inasmuch as it was the only one
subscribed by a railway staff. A tablet
at the head is inscribed: “Great Western
Railway Staff, Shrewsbury, Bed”. From
the beginning of the war to October
4th the Committee of the Shrewsbury
staff had collected £309 1s 9d. Nearly
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two hundred Great Western men from
the various departments at Shrewsbury
are serving in the Army; this represents
20 per cent of the entire staff.

There is a great deal in the names
of railway stations, and the
Metropolitan and Great Central

Companies have very wisely decided to
alter the names of two of the existing
stations in their rural district so as to
give passengers on the Extension line
a clearer idea of the nearest point at
which well-known beauty spots can be
reached by train. Two of the loveliest
old-world villages in England are
Latimer and Chenies, and their position
can now be easily identified from the
fact that Chalfont Road station will
in future be known as “Chalfont and
Latimer” and Chorley Wood as “Chorley
Wood and Chenies”. By the way,
Chenies is pronounced “Chayniz” and
not “Cheenies” as some people say.

50 years ago

The 50-acre site of Gorton
RailwayWorks, closed in 1963,
is now being cleared, thus

obliterating more than a century
of memories. Some 25 miles of
track will be lifted and all buildings
demolished, while a proportion of
usable equipment may be put to
further use by BR. It is probable that
the gantries and 50-ton cranes will
be sold abroad and we understand
that the site will be used for
Manchester’s new wholesale fruit,
vegetable and fish market. We are
indebted to Mr. Thos A Fletcher for
this information.

The railway funeral van which
carried the body of SirWinston
Churchill fromWaterloo to

Handborough on January 30, on the
way to his resting place at Bladon,
has been shipped to California. The
City of Industry, part of Los Angeles
municipal corporation, purchased
the 60-year-old van for £350 from
British Railways, which was planning
to scrap it as obsolete. The van, which
contains a small draped catafalque
(a raised structure to support a
coffin), was moved from Battersea
to the Royal Victoria Dock, where
it was taken aboard the Royal Mail
Lines vessel Dongedyk, which sailed
on Thursday, October 28, for Los
Angeles. In dark brown and cream
Pullman livery, the van weighs
26 tons, is 57ft long, 12ft 9in high
and 8ft 9in wide. The City of Industry
plans to put it on display in a park,
where members of the public and
special groups, including school
children, will be able to visit it. An
attempt by a British showman to buy
back the vehicle proved abortive.

20 years ago

Eurostar set No. FN1 (3301/02) was
hauled from North Pole depot to
Peterborough by Class 37/6s

Nos. 37604/609 on October 16 in
preparation for a week-long test
programme over the East Coast Main
Line between Peterborough and
Grantham. These tests, which are
conducted in the small hours of the
morning, are the first to be carried

out on the East Coast and saw the
Eurostar set operating under its own
power only for a short section.

During the day, between
October 16 and 21, the set and the
Class 37/7s were stabled in New
England Yard and created a lot of
local interest. The locos remain
with the Eurostar at all times
except for powered tests.

In a five-day operation which isrumoured to have cost
RES in the region of £70,000,

Class 47 No. 47743 The Bobbywas
cut up on site at Skelton Junction,
near York, in October. The loco
derailed and plunged down an
embankment on July 25 and was
so badly damaged that it was
decided to scrap it where it lay. The
cutting contract was won by East
Coast Infrastructure Services with
Clancy’s, of York, responsible for
disposing of the scrap metal. Once
the cabs had been cut off, the loco
body was cut into three sections,
although the power unit, bogies
and several other components
have been salvaged for further use.
Illustrated is No. 2 cab in the skip
awaiting removal.
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THE overhaul ofBradleyManor
is technically not quite complete
as the EMF is still working to
complete the restoration of a
more accurate 3,500-gallon
Churchward tender for No. 7802
to runwith.

The loco is currently paired
with an over-size 4,000-gallon
example.
EMF is aiming to complete

the rebuild of the ex-Llangollen
tender by mid-2017, but
it is still £10,000 shy of its

restoration target.
The tender is in such poor

condition that a new tank and
frames are required,while
smaller platework cutting is
already taking place.
The group intends to retain the

4,000-gallon tender for possible
hire to other locomotive owners,
or in the possible (but not likely)
event thatBradleyManor is
re-certified formain line running.
■ See:www.erlestokemanor
fund.co.uk formore information.

THEWORK CONTINUES…

Shades of Llanbrynmair or Cemmaes Road?DinmoreManormeets
ErlestokeManor at Arley on November 14. DUNCAN LANGTREE

A gathering of former Machynlleth footplatemen at Kidderminster
on November 14. JOHN ROGERS
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PREVIOUSPAGE:GBRf
Class 59No. 59003Yeoman
Highlanderapproaching
Edge Lane Jct on theBootle
Branch,with a Liverpool to
Draxpower stationbiomass
workingonOctober 29.
DOUGBIRMINGHAM

Cambrian celebration
heralds 7802 comeback
THREE Collett ‘Manors’ joined
forces at the Severn Valley
Railway on a squalid November
weekend to mark the 50th
anniversary of their demise on
the Cambrian route.
The British Railways green

paintwork on No. 7802 Bradley
Manorwas barely dry when it
coupled to the front of its first
passenger train since overhaul
on November 14, joining
classmates Nos. 7812 Erlestoke
Manor and 7820Dinmore
Manor for the festivities.
All three 4-6-0s worked on the

Cambrian in November 1965,
just weeks before the last 4-6-0s
were cast aside by BR’sWestern
Region.
It was a remarkable

achievement by members
of the Erlestoke Manor Fund
(EMF), which had set itself the
draconian target of completing
‘Bradley’ in time to take part in
the anniversary event. Just five
weeks beforehand, its boiler was
still separated from the frames,
having only passed its final
steam test on October 5.
A concerted effort involving

SVR workshops staff and
volunteers ensured that
No. 7802 was pieced together
again in time to make the first
tentative moves under its own
steam on November 4. It was
the first time that the former
Oswestry, Machynlleth and
Shrewsbury machine had run
since it was pulled from active
service in January 2011.
“It was a bit to the wire,”

admits EMF chairman Terry
Jenkins, “but the railway really
pulled out the stops and there
were people on it six days a
week to make sure that it was
ready.”

He reports that No. 7802 ran
reliably, aside from a few small
details that were still to attend
to. It will see regular use at the
‘Valley’until the end of the year,
which includes the railway’s
hectic period of ‘Santa Specials’.
Although passenger statistics

for the event had still to be
accounted at the time of
writing, the SVR was a magnetic
attraction for enthusiasts, who
ensured that all trains were fully
loaded.
Such an event would not

have been complete without
the whitewash embellishments
that was sometimes applied
to various Aberystwyth ‘7800s’
when piloting the ‘Cambrian
Coast Express’ in the latter

days of steam, in the care of
shedmaster Danny Rowlands.
The visit of DinmoreManor

was particularly poignant, being
the last ‘Manor’ to take charge
of the original express 50 years
ago, when the more utilitarian
Standard 4-6-0s took over their
duties.
Several appropriate

headboards were hung to
the top lamp irons during the
November 14-15 show, notably
the ‘CCE’, ‘Pembroke Coast
Express’, ‘S.L.S. Special’ and a
‘Talyllyn Railway AGM’special.
Several ex-Cambrian

footplatemen were present
during the weekend, reunited
with familiar Swindon-built
steeds of half a century previous.

Hopes of a fourth ‘Manor’,
in the shape of static ‘Valley’
veteran No. 7819 Hinton
Manor, were dashed when
hurried arrangements to
bring it back from its exile at
the McArthur Glen Designer
Outlet shopping centre (on
the footprint of the original
Swindon works) came to
nought.
It is now envisaged that it will

return to the SVR in early 2016.
‘Manor’ gatherings are

traditionally popular on
preserved Western Region
railways. The last such event
saw four members of the class
reunited at the West Somerset
Railway (Nos. 7812, 7820, 7822
and 7828) in 2013.

Collett classics
to gather in
February for
SouthDevon
jamboree
SIX Charles Collett-design
locomotives will be in
simultaneous action at the
South Devon Railway in
February.
The assembly will be

made possible thanks to
the loan of Mike Little’s
‘14XX’ 0-4-2T No. 1450,
the Bodmin &Wenford
Railway’s ‘8750’ 0-6-0PT
No. 4612, and the return
of roving Buckfastleigh
ambassador ‘1366’
0-6-0PT No. 1369.

Eclecticmix
The February 13-21

winter gala encompasses
an eclectic mix of loco-
and-stock combinations,
including a pure pre-1948
GWR livery carriage rake to
match No. 4612, and pull-
push auto trains handled
by No. 1450 and recently
outshopped ‘6400’ pannier
No. 6412.
FormerWeymouth

andWadebridge outside
cylinder pannier tank
No. 1369 will return from
its current spell on loan
to the Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway to star
at the half-termweek.
However, No. 1369 will

look significantly different
as it is to have its current
GWR green livery replaced
with BR black.
‘2251’ 0-6-0 No. 3205

will revert to full BR lined
green livery for the week,
having spent the latter
part of this year in GWR
guise, while there will
also be turns for 'London
Transport ‘57XX’ 0-6-0PT
No. L92 (before it heads to
Chinnor for hire).

A ‘Manor’
re-born:
BradleyManor
rounds the
curve at Hay
Bridge on
November 14.
GEOFF GRIFFITHS



COLLETT ‘Manor’No. 7808
CookhamManor is being
considered for a possible return
to steam.
That’s according to the latest

edition of the GreatWestern
Echo, the house magazine
of the GreatWestern Society
(GWS).
The 1938-built 4-6-0 is the

subject of a loan request made
on behalf of the Bodmin &
Wenford Railway, which would
see the ‘Manor’overhauled for
use on the Cornish branch.
The sure-footed class was no

stranger to theWest Country,
No. 7808 itself being allocated to
both Newton Abbot and Exeter
during its pre-preservation
career.
The Echo stated that the

approach from Bodmin will be
“considered seriously”, but GWS

CookhamManor for Bodmin?

chairman Richard Croucher told
The RM: “We have yet to meet
to see if anything may come of
their approach.”
CookhamManorwas one

of the class not to spend any
significant time on the former
Cambrian lines. Its first shed in
1938 was Old Oak Common,
transferring to Gloucester the

following year.
In April 1946, Cookham

Manor became a Cambrian
loco when it was shedded at
Oswestry, its next allocation
being Bristol St Philips Marsh
in December 1953. From then
No. 7808 became something
of a nomad, finding itself
on the books of Gloucester

(again), Newton Abbot, Exeter,
Worcester, Tyseley, Reading,
Swindon, and back to Gloucester
within the space of 10 years.
Upon withdrawal by BR in

December it was sold to GWS
member John Mynors, thereby
becoming the only member of
the class to be sold directly into
preservation.
After moving under its own

power to Ashchurch for storage,
it eventually moved to Didcot
in 1970.
During its time at Didcot,

No. 7808 has been a popular
working exhibit, and a star of
main line steam – taking part in
the Stockton & Darlington 150
cavalcade at Shildon in 1975.
However, it is currently a static

exhibit and a considerable way
down Didcot’s own overhaul
queue.

CouldCookhamManorbe set for a new life in Cornwall? No. 7808
stands in the open at Didcot on February 26 this year. GARY BOYDHOPE

WORSDELL
‘Y14’ 0-6-0
No. 564 eases
away from
Sheringham
with the
newly
revarnished
Gresley ‘Quad
Art’ set No. 74
on November
17.
DAVE BOWLES

Wordsell Y14
on ‘Quad-arts’
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Have you got a story for us? Email: railway@mortons.co.uk

SIDELINES
‘Sir Nigel’moves
south... to York
‘A4’PACIFIC Sir Nigel Gresley
was dragged from the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway
to the National Railway
Museum on November 17
by former ‘Royal’Class 47
PrinceWilliam. As reported
last issue, No. 60007 is to be
overhauled in York.

‘Y7’s’ Suffolk sojourn
DIMINUTIVEWorsdell
0-4-0T No. 985 will spend
the majority of 2016
working at the Mid-Suffolk
Light Railway. The NER
'Y7' is based at the North
Norfolk Railway, but is
underpowered for its
standard service trains.

Llangollen '4MT' back
LLANGOLLEN Railway '4MT'
tank No. 80072 has returned
to working order following
major firebox repairs.

Caprotti farewell
CAPROTTI valve gear '5MT'
No. 73129 will run for the
last time before overhaul on
January 16-17. The Midland
Railway – Butterley has titled
it Caprotti Crescendo.

Bluebell seeks GM
THE Bluebell Railway is
looking to recruit a general
manager for the first time in
its 55-year history.

‘Belle’ error
GREMLINS crept into last
month’s issue. The article
on the Swanage Railway’s
‘Christmas Belle’ trains
stated that canopies would
be served with other
refreshments. It should have
read canapés!

Ivatt underway
RESTORATION work on Ivatt
'2MT' No. 46428 has begun
at the East Lancs Railway. It
will be restored by the Bury
Standard 4 Group, which
has almost completed the
restoration of No. 80097.

A PAIR of Bulleid Pacifics are
slated to join the growing list of
locomotives at March’s tribute
to the legendary Somerset &
Dorset route.
Southern Locomotives

Ltd’s rebuilt ‘Battle of Britain’
No. 34053 Sir Keith Park and
‘air-smoothed’‘BB’No. 34070
Manston are being lined-up
to attend theWest Somerset
Railway’s March 5-6, 10-13
steam gala.
The first weekend coincides

with the exact 50th anniversary
of the final passenger trains to
run over the Bath Green Park
to Bournemouth route and its
associated branch lines.
However, The RM is not aware

of any instances when either
of the Bulleids operated over
the original S&D route, while
No. 80072 almost certainly
did not. However, they are all
representative of the type of

motive power that was used on
the original S&D system. Indeed,
all three types were used on the
closure weekend in 1966.
They join the previously

announced Fowler ‘7F’duo
Nos. 53808 and 53809, which
will both be running in accurate
BR plain black liveries.
The last time that the

2-8-0s met in steam was at the
equivalent 40th anniversary
event in 2006, but the Somerset
& Dorset Railway Trust’s
No. 53808 was running in
imaginary Prussian blue.
Its boiler has passed its

out-of-frames hydraulic and
steam tests at Minehead, and is
currently being shot blasted and
painted before being lifted back
into the frames, while No. 53809
is also in the latter stages of its
own overhaul at the Midland
Railway – Butterley.
Although the class were

synonymous with the S&D, they
were all expelled by BR in 1964.
The event will also herald the

return of ex-Templecombe shed
‘4F’No. 44422.
The Fowler 0-6-0 has received

new outer-wrapper half-sides
at LNWR Heritage, Crewe and
the foundation ring fitted. New
crown stays have been inserted
as part of a major re-staying
exercise.
Such is the race to complete

No. 44422 that it will probably
run in patched-up paintwork for
the gala.
Gala planners are seeking a

further large visiting engine
(ideally a ‘Black Five’) and a
smaller locomotive. Three
preserved Stanier 5MTs are
recorded as having run over the
S&D: Nos. 44806, 45305 and
45407.
Former Kilmersdon Colliery

Peckett 0-4-0ST (1788/1929) will

also be in steam.
Stations will be temporarily

re-titled to assume the identity
of S&D stations. For example,
Williton will become Evercreech
Junction.
The gala is being sponsored

by our sister title Heritage
Railway.
■ Plans for a weekend of steam
on a section of original S&D
track are also underway for
March 5-6.
Standard 4MT No. 80104 – also

from the SLL stable – is planned
to run on the half-mile line that
has been restored at Midsomer
Norton (South), reprising the
Bath to Templecombe service
that was hauled by classmate
No. 80043 on March 5, 1966.
The Somerset & Dorset

Railway Heritage Trust plans
to run a typical three-coach
‘stopping’ train behind the
Swanage Railway-based engine.

Bulleids join ‘7Fs’at S&D bonanza

Didcot ready to test improved‘King’
asmain line debutmoves closer
SINGLECHIMNEY ‘King’
No. 6023 King Edward IIwill
hopefully soon make the
main line debut the Great
Western Society (GWS) has
long been hoping for – 4½
years after it was launched
back into traffic in 2011.
Other than running at the

Mid-Norfolk and Great Central
railways following its return
to working order, No. 6023
has seen very little use, and
has been tucked away in the
running shed at Didcot while
work to get it ready for the
main line was completed. This
has included the replacement
of two rear driving wheel
springs, and the fitting of its
reduced-height cab, chimney
and safety valve bonnet to
bring it within the 13ft 1in
limit. Shorter whistle stems

have also been fitted, and
the ‘King’has been passed as
within gauge by Network Rail.
Additionally, No. 6023 has

received a modified blast pipe
arrangement to improve its
efficiency, based upon that
trialled on classmate No. 6001
King Edward VII back in 1952.
Upon completion of weighing
of the blue 4-6-0, the new
blast pipe will be tested on
Didcot’s demonstration line.
Commenting on No. 6023’s

impending return, GWS
chairman Richard Croucher
told The RM: “We are
currently trying to weigh the
‘King’and set the springs.
We recently purchased
weighing equipment, but at
the moment we cannot get
the loco balanced, and we
are not sure if it is the springs

which are out or the weighing
equipment.
“Once that is done we

will test the new blast pipe
at Didcot, and if that is
successful we will look to
run No. 6023 under load
somewhere on a preserved
railway – nothing definite at
the moment.”
When it does eventually

venture onto Network Rail
metals, No. 6023 will carry
a portable variant of the
OTMR/TPWS/AWS equipment
necessary for main line
running.
This modified system will

be transferable to the GWS’
other main line-certified
locomotives, thereby
reducing the cost of having
to supply the electronics for
each one.
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Giants are backwith a bang!

THE Bluebell Railway burst back
onto the gala scene as its Giants
of Steamwas revived for the first
time in five years.
An unexpectedheadline act,

in the shape of streamlined‘A4’
Pacific No. 4464Bittern, capped
anOctober 31-November 1 event
filledwith debuts and farewells.
The emotional goodbye to

JeremyHosking’s Garter blue
locomotive at theMid-Hants
Railway’s autumn steamgalawas
somewhat premature as itwas
called upon at the lastminute
to stand in for the intendedgala
headliner BR‘7MT’No. 70000
Britannia, which, as reported
last issue, is currently sidelined at
Southall.
Peter Greenwood,‘minder’for

the Locomotive Services-operated
duo,madehasty arrangements
with Bluebell locomotive director
Chris Hunford onOctober 26
tomutually terminate the‘A4’s’
contractwith theMid-Hants, and
re-direct it to Sussex for a final
hurrahbefore itwas sent to Crewe
onNovember 11 for itsmain line
overhaul to get underway.
Fresh-out-of-the-tin Standard

‘5MT’No. 73082Camelotwas
not outshone in any respect,
however; its first public trains on
the Saturdaywere hailed by the
travellingmasses for its spirited,
musical climbs of Freshfield and
Imberhornebanks.
Of the five big engines in

action, No. 73082was the only
locomotive to havepreviously
starred at a‘Giants’event.

Spectacle
The linedblack Riddlesmachine

waswearing Eastleigh-era
nameplates for the first time since
its £300,000 overhaul (RMNov).
However,Camelotwill see out the
last fewweeks of 2015without its
‘KingArthur’-style plates so that
it can beportrayed in the same
condition that itwas turnedout by
Derbyworks in 1955.
The spectacle of three

Maunsell-design locomotives
was achieved thanks to the visit
of‘Schools’No. 925Cheltenham,
also from theMHR.Together
with the Bluebell’s exceptional
string of inter-war Southern livery
carriages, it resembled the first
accurate steam-era train that
themalachite green 4-4-0 has
beenmatchedwith since itwas
withdrawn in 1962.
On some trains,Cheltenham

wasdouble-headedwith‘S15’
No. 847,while‘Q’No. 30541was
entrustedwith an exhibition
goods train aswell as one of the
passenger sets.
The stark-looking 0-6-0was

kept in steam following the
gala to finally fulfil three days of
photographic charters, postponed
from the spring.The‘Q’is currently

running in its BR-era livery, but
it is likely to revert to itsmore
traditional Southern guise in the
medium term.
Wainwright‘H’tankNo. 263was

also in steam, as Sheffield Park
yard pilot.
Standing roomonlywas a

recurrent theme throughout
theweekend, aswell as lengthy
queues that stretchedout of
station booking offices.
An estimated 3,000people

travelled,with the Saturday
ranking as one of the railway’s
busiest ever.
Donations and second-hand

sales also boosted the Brighton
Atlantic project by £4,000,which
will go towards completing the
reconstruction ofNo. 32424
BeachyHead.

Above: Maunsell
magic! A rare
lineside view of
the Kingscote-
East Grinstead
section as an all-
Southern livery
train, headed by
‘Schools’No. 925
Cheltenham and
‘S15’No. 847,
approaches
Imberhorne
Lane.
DAVE BOWLES

Right: ‘5MT’
No. 73082
Camelot, fresh
from overhaul,
runs past Vaux
End amid
autumn colours
on October 31.
JON BOWERS

Left: Hints
of a 1960s’
enthusiast tour
on Southern
metals are
recalled as
No. 4464 Bittern
marches away
fromThree Arch
bridge towards
Horsted Keynes
late on October
31.
DAVID CABLE

Thousands
turn out for
Bluebell gala
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Fresh hopes for Radstock to Frome revival
THE reopening of the 4½-mile
line between Radstock and
Frome via Mells Road and
Hapsford Junction is now a
distinct possibility, writes Peter
Nicholson.

Such a project has been
ongoing for about the past 25
years, although to all intents and
purposes it may have appeared
to have been abandoned in
recent years. Last used in 1988
to serve the former Marcroft
wagon works at Radstock, much
of the track is still in situ.

Some have never given up
hope and now, thanks to a
substantial legacy left to the
North Somerset Railway Co. by a
supporter, talks with the various
authorities have resumed.
It appears that now there is
‘money in the bank’ the NSR is at
last being taken seriously.

Shareholders’meeting
The company held its first

shareholders’general meeting
for many years, in Radstock on
October 24.

Shareholders were informed
of the current situation, which
includes an extensive series of
meetings with local councils,
Sustrans and Railway Paths.

Richard Hall, formerly of the
defunct Stratford & Broadway

Railway Society, was elected as
chairman. Accompanying the
meeting, a public exhibition laid
out the proposals with display
boards and an extensive model of
the proposed Mells Road station
site. A new train simulator was
demonstrated, depicting how
the proposed operational line
will look.

Personnel were on hand to
answer questions, including those
from large numbers of Radstock
residents, expressing their interest
and support for the project to
restore a rail link with the national
network. The same day saw the
launch of a new website:
www.northsomersetrailway.com

Initially, the plans are for a
heritage railway operation
extending out from Mells Road
in one direction towards Frome,
and the other to Radstock. There,
a new station site will have to
be created as the original site is
being lost under redevelopment.
The intended site for this is
within Area 3 of the Radstock
railway lands site, which includes
the former GWR broad gauge
locomotive shed.

Bath & North East Somerset
Council has yet to approve the
detailed application for this area,
which will also see new homes
built there.

However, the ultimate aim is for
the line to be connected with and
form part of the national network
via Frome to provide a regular rail
service from Radstock.

In view of the apparent absence
of activity in recent times, another
organisation, the Somer-Rail Trust,
was set up in May 2014 by those
frustrated by the apparent lack
of progress in reopening even a
small part of the line.

Now that the NSR Co has been
rejuvenated, the trust has altered
its role to helping and supporting
the wider project.

Merger proposal
Membership is available at £10

per annum and the first AGM was
held in Radstock on October 31.
See website: www.somer-rail.
co.uk

The trust has proposed a
merger with the North Somerset
HeritageTrust, which was set
up previously in support of the
company, but remains largely
inactive.

These latest developments
make this attempt to reopen the
line the most likely to succeed
to date.

It is also considered as the last
such opportunity to resurrect
the line between Radstock and
Frome.

Wreath-carryingMorayshire slips out of service at Bo’ness

MORAYSHIRE, Gresley’s
lone-surviving 4-4-0 has bowed
out of traffic at the Bo’ness &
Kinneil Railway.

The National Museum of
Scotland-owned‘D49/1’s’last day
in timetabled public operation
was on November 1, the
locomotive being adorned with
a wreath in memory of the late
volunteer Ian Gordon (see also

associated picture caption - above
right).

The Scottish Railway
Preservation Society decided to
give the locomotive an ad-hoc
final farewell a week later on
November 8, which coincided
with its last date covered by boiler
insurance certification.

However, the three round trips
to Manuel Junction (for the benefit

of volunteers) were greeted by
terrible weather conditions.

The loco department’s Brian
Thompson told TheRM that
the plan is for No. 62712 to be
‘winterised’, stored in the security
of Bo’ness steam shed. Meanwhile,
the SPRPS is considering its
options for overhauling the‘D49’,
after potential support from two
external groups were received.

At the time of going to press,
the society was waiting to hear
back from the NMS, with which it
will meet in Edinburgh to agree
the future management of the
‘Shire’that it has been custodian of
since 1974.

MrThompson says that the
boiler should only require
the requisite replacement of
smoke and flue tubes, while

the axle boxes will need major
refurbishment. One of the‘boxes
still bears the scars of when it
cracked into two pieces in 1975
following its appearance at the
Shildon 150 event.

Other areas that will demand
maintenance are the slide bars,
crossheads, piston rods, and valve
and piston rings. New tyres were
fitted three years ago.

‘D49/1’No. 62712
Morayshire
leaves Bo’ness
on November 1,
carrying a wreath
for SRPS stalwart
Ian Gordon, who
died on October 30
following a long
illness. He was a
member of the SRPS
for more than 45
years, during which
time his voluntary
duties included
being the society
secretary, council
member, operations
manager, driver,
signalman, fitter,
and liaison officer
with the Railway
Inspectorate.
IAN LOTHIAN

Southern trio head Great
Central’s winter show
THREE locomotives built by the
Southern Railway will headline
the Great Central Railway’s
January steam gala.

‘Battle of Britain’No. 34053
Sir Keith Parkwill make its first
foray from the SevernValley
Railway since it was returned to
steam there under the auspices
of Southern Locomotives Ltd in
2012.

The appearance at the January
29-31 winter steam gala marks
the latest in a string of reciprocal
loan deals between the GCR and
SVR; the last saw Ivatt No. 46521
star at the‘Valley’s’September
event.

Joining the Bulleid Pacific
will be John Bunch’s Swanage
Railway-based Maunsell ‘U’2-6-0
No. 31806, it too acknowledging

the hire of GCR-based national
collection‘King Arthur’Sir Lamiel
to the Purbeck Line in September.
Sir Lamiel completes the trio of

Southern machines next month in
what is due to be its final year in
traffic before overhaul.

Southern Railway-built '8F'
No. 48624 complements the
theme, which is somewhat
disrupted by the addition of‘Hall’
No. 6990WitherslackHall, Ivatt
'2MT' No. 46521,‘Black Five’
No. 45305 and '9F' No. 92214.

All eight locomotives will be in
use on the Saturday and Sunday,
while the Friday preview-day
features five.

Visitors can expect to see a
traditional fare of goods trains,
travelling post office pick-ups/
drops, and double-headers.

September marked 70 years since preserved Gresley ‘A4’No. 60008
lost its Golden Shuttle nameplates and was renamed Dwight D.
Eisenhower. The star of the Mallard 75 celebrations in the UK is
now permanently ensconced in the Lenfestey Center at the USA’s
National RailroadMuseum,Wisconsin. DAVE HEWITT

Wires to Wootton project progressing well
A PROJECT to install authentic
steam-era telegraph wires
along the length of the Isle
of Wight Steam Railway is
progressing towards
Wootton.

Wooden posts were installed

west of Havenstreet last winter,
but engineering possessions
during November enabled
detail fixtures to be added,
such as the cross arms and
protective ‘tin helmets’.

The first work train on

November 14 was propelled
along the two-mile section
of line by ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0ST
Waggoner, with access to
the telegraph poles provided
by a Lowmac mounted
cherry-picker.
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SUGGESTIONS elsewhere in the
railway press that BR Standard
‘4MT’No. 80136 could be
making a move to the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway have
been declared premature
by newMoors Line manager,
Chris Price.
Details of the proposed

arrangement, which would see
the NYMR complete the overhaul
of the cash-starved Riddles
2-6-4T, were initially leaked in

the railway’s online newsletter
and resulted in the story making
headlines elsewhere.
The locomotive is currently

at LNWR Heritage, Crewe, in an
advanced stage of overhaul,
with Mr Price admitting to
The RM that the NYMR“could
finish it very quickly”. However,
he was keen to stress that the
move not a foregone conclusion.
“We would love to see it here

and would welcome it with open

arms,”Mr Price said. “We are
having ongoing discussions with
the owning trust, which have
now reached a delicate stage.
“We could certainly see it in

service during 2016, but the ball
is now in the trust’s court.”
Should the negotiations

reach a favourable conclusion,
No. 80136 would join the NYMR’s
fleet for an initial period of 10
years, joining resident green
‘4MT’ tank – the prior-numbered

80135. It would also be fitted
with the required electronic
gadgetry to allow it to work
beyond Grosmont toWhitby
along the Esk Valley line.
A decision on the locomotive’s

future was expected to be made
around the time that this issue of
The RMwent to press.
It is understood that other

railways have also expressed
interest in having No. 80136 join
their fleets.

Furness
meets
Caledonian
FURNESS Railway Trust ‘flagship’
0-4-0 No. 20 ventured to its
most northerly outpost in
its 152-year existence as it
starred at the Bo’ness & Kinneil
Railway’s October gala.
The archaic loco was paired

with suitable pre-Grouping
Caledonian Railway carriages
during the October 23-24 event
that also marked the farewell of
‘D49’No. 62712Morayshire
(see separate story).
Picture: IAN LOTHIAN

FIVE engines representing the
former nationalised railway
companies and BR were fielded
for the final steam gala of 2015.
The railway is in the

remarkable position of being
able to field an eclectic
mix of locomotives from
within its own motive power
department, which was
exploited at its Last Hurrah
of the Season event on
November 21-22.
Great Northern ‘N2’ No. 1744

Southern ‘King Arthur’ No. 777
Sir Lamiel, LMS ‘5MT’No. 45305
and BR ‘9F’ No. 92214 were
turned out for the event, which
coincided with the winter’s first
genuine cold snap.
However, the Gresley

0-6-2T was deemed a failure
on the Sunday morning,
leading to a re-jig of the
intensive timetable, with ‘Jinty’
No. 47406 being drafted in at
short notice.
The railway is planning to

mark the 50th anniversary
since the closure of the original
GCR main line next September,
as well as staging its traditional
January and October
enthusiast galas.

THE North Yorkshire
Moors Railway is working
with John Cameron on
ways to resolve a cracked
firebox on his Gresley
‘K4’No. 61994 The Great
Marquess.
The Mogul joined the

‘Moors’ fleet on hire for
the 2015 season, but the
discovery of the crack in
the corner of the firebox
during the summer has cut
the locomotive’s season
short.
Talks are currently taking

place with the railway’s
insurance company, while
work on final costings for
the repair work is ongoing.
The locomotive will need a
boiler lift in order to carry
out the necessary repairs,
and other companies are
expected to quote for the
work.
Whether the work is

carried out is largely
dependent on an
extension to the current
boiler certificate, which is
due to expire during 2016.

TELFORD Steam Railway-
owned ‘56XX’No. 5619 will
go on hire to the Churnet
Valley Railway for the
winter.
The powerful Collett

0-6-2T will shoulder the
line’s ‘Santa Specials’
and feature at the line’s
February steam gala.
The locomotive is

currently based at the
Bodmin &Wenford Railway
and fills the void left by
‘S160’2-8-0 No. 6046,
which is still sidelined
following its water carry
over incident in 2014 at the
Nene Valley Railway.
The American

locomotive is currently
lifted from its wheels at
Tyseley LocomotiveWorks
for a new cylinder block to
be inserted.
It is anticipated that Greg

Wilson’s No. 6046 will be
repaired in time for the
beginning of next year.
Meanwhile, the CVR will

also have call on its rugged
Polish Tkh workhorse
0-6-0T No. 2944, which
has racked up nearly 5,000
miles in passenger service
this year.

80136-NYMR partnership
claims are ‘premature’

Cracked
cylinder
sidelines
‘Marquess’

‘56XX’
fills in for
sidelined
‘S160’

Green 9F No. 92214 approaches the A6 road bridge on the outskirts of Loughborough on a blustery
November 21 with a short goods train. ROBERT FALCONER

‘Big Four’
and BR shine
at GCR finale



Have you got a story for us? Email: railway@mortons.co.uk

December 2015 • The Railway Magazine • 77

Hawarden overhaul
progressing well
at Foxfield
THE overhaul of Foxfield
Railway-based Bagnall
0-4-0ST Hawarden
(2623/1940) is making good
progress at Caverswall Road.

A new firebox backplate
section is being prepared
for fitting at LNWR Heritage
in Crewe, where new side
sections have been cut and a
new section of copper door
plate is ready for forming.

The valve gear of the
ex-Shelton Steelworks loco
is almost finished, with
owner Dave Scragg just
awaiting the delivery of the
lifting links and new die
blocks.

The overhauled
axleboxes are due back
soon, and Mr Scragg hopes
that he can re-wheel the
Bagnall in January.

If all goes to plan, the
locomotive could steam
next autumn.

Wimblebury
bunkers down
HUNSLET ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0ST
Wimblebury (3839/1956) is
edging closer to re-joining
the Foxfield Railway’s
operating steam fleet.

Work on the boiler is
almost finished following
contract repairs, and
attention has now turned to
overhauling the motion.

A new bunker to replace
an original wasted one
is also to be fitted to the
former CannockWood
Colliery No. 7.
LOUGHBOROUGH-based

‘8F’No. 48624 is being
re-tubed, coinciding with
the halfway point of its
10-year boiler insurance
cycle.

Meanwhile, Great
Central works staff are
concentrating efforts on
re-wheeling its classmate
No. 48305, which has
undergone major axlebox
refurbishment as part of its
overhaul.
IVATT ‘2MT’No. 41312 has

been reunited with its boiler
at the Mid-Hants Railway.
The Ropley-based overhaul
will be completed in time
for the engine to take part in
the line’s spring steam gala.
STANDARD ‘4MT’No.

76084 has been fitted with
TPWS, OTMR and GSM-R
equipment in advance of its
2016 main line debut. It is
owned by 76084 Locomotive
Company Ltd.
NEILSON Reid 0-6-0T No. 1

Lord Roberts (5710/1899) is
being made ready to receive
its freshly overhauled boiler
at Bo’ness.

While DavidWright’s
Locomotive Maintenance
Services (Loughborough)
carries out the contract
repair, the loco’s side rods
have been fitted to the
re-wheeled chassis.
THE new axleboxes

for Scottish Railway
Preservation Society ‘Caley’
tank No. 419 are having their
crowns machined before
being finally fitted.

Its cylinder block will
require repairs, which are
being examined.

WORKSHOP
NEWS

THE much-anticipated
comeback of Collett ‘Castle’
No. 4079 Pendennis Castle
has taken another important
step closer to fruition with the
return of the locomotive’s boiler
to the overhauled frames at
GreatWestern Society’s Didcot
workshops on October 10.
The operation took place

12 years after the boiler
was originally removed for
restoration, and 15 years
since No. 4079 returned from
Australia, where it had spent the
previous 23 years.
However, the fitting is only

a temporary arrangement and
it will be removed again for
hydraulic and steam testing
once the piping up of the 4-6-0
has been completed. Having the
boiler in situ will be especially
useful when it comes to fitting
the newly fabricated main steam
pipes between the cylinders and
the super heater header, the old
ones being life-expired.
Getting the boiler back into

the frames took a few attempts,
it eventually being discovered
that rivets on the firebox
foundation ring were fouling the
frames.
Once they had been ground

back, the boiler dropped
comfortably into place and
No. 4079 looked like a ‘Castle’
once more.
For the time being the

locomotive is being kept inside
Didcot’s 1938 running shed until
it can be accommodated back in
the workshops.
Elsewhere, No. 4079’s rebuilt

tender is largely complete and
awaits the day it can be paired
up once again with ‘Pendennis’.
Having recently been

repainted into lined Great
Western livery, similar to that
applied at Swindon in 1964,
when the loco was acquired
for preservation, it is currently
paired with No. 4079’s classmate
No. 5051Drysllwyn Castle.
It will need to have the

OTMR/TPWS/AWS electronic
equipment fitted before
No. 4079 ventures back onto the
main line.

Brighton
tanks
together
TWO Brighton-built tank
engines are being worked on
simultaneously at Sheffield Park.
Riddles Standard 4MT tank

No. 80151 (right) has been
moved inside for its 10-yearly
overhaul to start in earnest,
while Billinton ‘E4’No. B473 is
in for stay renewal, new slide
valves and piston rings.
Picture: NICK BRODRICK

THE front end of the new
Gresley ‘P2’ Pacific No. 2007
Prince of Wales is coming
together with the creation
of its distinctive ‘half-moon’
smokebox door.
The Darlington-based project

contracted South Devon
Railway Engineering to use
its powerful John Shaw press
to form the dish shape from
a spun tank end, followed by
hand flanging to create the full
radius.
This will be one of the most

prominent and distinctive
element of the Mikado
locomotive’s ‘face’.

A PAIR of former
Yugoslavia class ‘62’
0-6-0Ts are to be based at
Shillingstone station on
the former Somerset &
Dorset Railway.
The moves of the

Southern Railway ‘USA’
lookalike tank engines
– Nos. 30075 and 30076 –
were due to take place by
the time this issue hit the
newsstands.
Both engines were

imported by Project
62 in 1990 and 2010,
respectively, although only
No. 30075 – ex No. 62-669
– has been returned to
steam.
It last ran in 2006 when

the organisation was
based at the Mid-Hants
Railway, and although
the Southampton Docks
outline suited the
ex-Southern line’s
historical portrayal, it
wasn’t ideal for the regular
passenger trains on the
steeply graded line.
It has been latterly

based at the Great Central
Railway (Nottingham),
while classmate
No. 30076/62-521 has
been in storage at Project
62’s private site in theWest
Midlands.
It is planned to return

both to working order
in conjunction with the
North Dorset Railway Trust;
No. 30076 requiring the
greater level of work.
In the short term, they

will be on display during
the 50th anniversary of
the S&D’s closure in early
March 2016, although
‘USA’ tanks were never
associated with the
original railway.

THE new terminus of the
Telford Steam Railway has
been officially opened.
LawleyVillage station

was opened during
aVIP ceremony on
October 30, officially marking
the completion of the line’s
recently completed 500-yard
northern extension.

Even so, the railway still
intends to supersede the
GWR Pagoda waiting shelter
with a larger structure.
The new station was

declared ‘open’by TSR
chairman Paul Hughes and
long-standing supporter Lord
Grocott.

Two‘Yugo-
Yankees’for
Shillingstone

‘Pendennis’
gets its
boiler back...
temporarily

The new station at Lawley Village. ALISTAIR GRIEVE

Lawley in order: Telford’s
new station opens

Unique
smokebox
door pressed
for ‘P2’

Other visual progress by the
P2 Steam Locomotive Company
includes the addition of
footplating along the length of
the frames, including the
‘S’-shape curve at the cab end.
The steel sheet for the cab itself
has been delivered and is being
cut and rolled into shape.
Test studies are currently

underway at the company’s

consultants Mott Macdonald,
Derby to ascertain the tensile
strength of the designed crank
axles.
SpokesmanMark Allatt has

restated that fundraising and
engineering progress remains
on course for a 2021 completion,
but continues to reiterate
his perpetual plea for more
supporters to join the project.

The extent of progress of Prince ofWales’main frame at
Darlington Hopetownworks. P2SLC
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‘Scotsman’ to steam this month
LNER ‘A3’No. 60103 Flying
Scotsman will return to steam
almost exactly 10 years after
it last ran as its mammoth
£4.2million overhaul nears
completion.

A steam test is being lined-up
just before Christmas Day,
which will be followed by the
first bedding-in trials on the
East Lancashire Railway around
the turn of the year.

The one-time darling of the
LNER’s publicity department
last ran in December 2005.

The locomotive became a
4-6-2 again on November 9
when the leading bogie was
reunited with the rest of the
locomotive. A concerted effort
by works staff at Riley & Son (E)
Ltd has seen the coupling rods,

return cranks and most of the
cab pipework fitted.

The National Railway
Museum-owned Pacific was
laser-scanned by Balfour
Beatty on November 11 to
provide Network Rail with the
locomotive’s gauging profile
ahead of its debut main line
tour on January 23 – the
‘Winter Cumbrian Mountain
Express’. Flying Scotsman will
continue to sport its matt black
livery for the duration of its
running-in period.

Its distinctive German-style
smoke deflectors have also
been re-fitted and the BR-era
look will be completed during
February by Heritage Painting,
which won the contract to
apply the lined green livery.

Autumn colours abound as Fairburn 4MT tank No. 42073 bustles away from Haverthwaite on November 12 with a branch line train
formed of a boxvan and two corridor carriages. The ensemble was for a Timeline Events-organised photo-charter. PETER ZABEK

Flying Scotsman stands
in the yard at Bury on the
East Lancashire Railway on
November 11 for laser gauging.
IAN RILEY

The current primary focus is to
commission the ‘A3’s’air brake
apparatus.

A newly revealed aspect of
its launch year will be a
mini-gathering of East Coast
Main Line express motive
power during the loco’s
March 25-May 8 spell on display

at the NRM in York. It will be
flanked by Great Northern 2-2-2
‘Stirling Single’No. 1, ‘C1’Atlantic
No. 990 Henry Oakley and ‘Deltic’
No. 55002 King’s Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry (displayed in
chronological order).

Cab access is promised for the
duration of the Great Hall-based
Stunts, Speed and Style event.

‘Scotsman’will also be coupled
to North Eastern Railway
dynamometer car No. 902502,
which will convey the story of
its landmark 100mph record of

November 30, 1934.
A selection of morning and

evening exclusive sessions are
also being arranged at York and
Locomotion, Shildon with prices
ranging from £15 to £35.

See www.nrm.org.uk for more
details.
n Although the boiler of
No. 60103 originally passed its
out-of-frames insurance steam
tests in March 2011, it will be
re-certified in order to maximise
the longevity of its 10-year
‘ticket’.

When Where/what
Jan 8-10, 16-17 East Lancashire Railway
Jan 23 Manchester Victoria-Shap-

Carlisle-Settle-Manchester (RTC)
Feb TBC King’s Cross-York
Feb 29-Mar 1 NRM
Mar 12-20 North Yorkshire Moors Railway
Mar 25-May 8 NRM
May 10 King’s Cross-Newcastle (SD)
May 14 York-Edinburgh (SD)
May 15 Fife circular (SD)
May 17 Edinburgh-York (SD)
May 19 York-King’s Cross (SD)
May 21 Paddington-Salisbury and

return (plus Salisbury circular)
(SD)

May 25 London Victoria-Ely and return
(plus East Anglian circular) (SD)

When Where/what
May 28 Paddington-Bath-Bishops

Lydeard and return (SD)
June 1 London Victoria-Chiltern and

Surrey Hills circulars (SD)
June 4 London Victoria-Kettering-

Doncaster-York (RTC)
June 5 Paddington-Shrewsbury (SD)
June 8 Chester-Paddington (SD)
June 15 Euston-Holyhead (SD)
July 10, 17, York-Settle-Carlisle and
Aug 7, 14, 21, return (RTC)
Sep 4, 11
July 23-31 Locomotion, Shildon
Sep 22-25 Severn Valley Railway

Steam legs only listed on main line tours.
SD denotes Steam Dreams and RTC the Railway Touring Co.

THE ‘SCOTSMAN’ 2016 PUBLIC DIARY

‘Five’ return
for KWVR
KEIGHLEY &WorthValley
Railway-based‘Black Five’
No. 45212 will return in working
order in February after its major
overhaul at Ian Riley’s Bury works.

Although its attendance at the
railway’s February 26-28 winter
steam gala is dependent on the
completion of its reassembly,
organisers are confident that
arrangements will counter-
balance the farcical build-up to
its autumn gala, which was beset
by a litany of problems through
organising the transport of guest
locomotives caused by road
haulage restrictions and Network
Rail gauging problems (RMNov).

The main line-certification
and gauge-friendly nature
of No. 45212 alleviates such
difficulties.

The event is also slated to see
the return to steam ofTaffVale‘O2’
tank No. 85, which is in the final
throes of overhaul at Haworth.

Additional attractions are still to
be advised.

Possible January return forOliverCromwell as repairs are finally completed
‘BRITANNIA’No. 70013
Oliver Cromwell is nudging
towards a return to working
order in early 2016.

The National Railway Museum
4-6-2 has been under repair for
the majority of the year, centring
on the replacement of its near
life-expired tyres.

However, the discovery of

cracks in the centre driving wheels
had caused considerable delay to
the process.

Those repairs have now
been completed at Ian Riley’s
Bury workshops and all of the
wheelsets have been reunited
with the locomotive at the
Princess Royal Class Locomotive
Trust’sWest Shed, where

No. 70013 has utilised its wheel
drop. However, more unforeseen
work was necessary at the end
of November to weld cracks that
were discovered in the smokebox
saddle.

Once the Pacific has returned
to its Loughborough engineering
base, 22‘re-ended’flue tubes
will be installed in the boiler

and a valve and piston exam
undertaken.

There is a possibility that
Oliver Cromwell could be made
ready to run at the Great Central
Railway’s January steam gala (see
separate story), although its 5305
Locomotive Association custodian
group is guarded against making
any firm commitment.

The locomotive’s boiler
certificate expires in May
2018 and funding towards its
forthcoming overhaul is being
accumulated through earnings
from main line railtours and
regular contributions from former
Cromwell Tools owner and
long-standing GCR supporter
Michael Gregory.



Have you got a story for us? Email: railway@mortons.co.uk

December 2015 • The Railway Magazine • 79

Morgan
DAVID MORGAN MBE, Ex-Chairman
of the Heritage Railway Association

‘Soulmates’fromacross the
world face same challenges
AT the moment, I am suffering from conference fatigue,
having attended a sustainability conference in Liverpool for
Industrial Maritime & Transport Heritage and another for the
World Association of Tourist Trams & Trains (WATTRAIN) in
Japan, followed by a third for the HRA inWolverhampton.
Having said that, I felt that I had got real value from all three,
as each of them highlighted a number of burning issues.
One of the interesting facets of the first two mentioned
above was the ‘outreach’nature of the conferences, the
speakers and the delegates attending.
Although the Liverpool conference was organised and
hosted by the Maritime Heritage Trust, the theme of the
conference was intentionally aimed at other participants in
the group identified above by the Heritage Lottery Fund, all
of which were well represented at the conference, which was
attended by more than 150 delegates. During the course of
the discussions, it became abundantly clear that we all face
similar issues.
Similarly, in Japan, we had delegates from Europe, America
(both North and South), Australia and Asia – in other words,
from all round the world and it became apparent that our soul
mates on the other side of the globe have exactly the same
challenges, if not worse, facing them.

Global reality
This is hardly surprising as so many issues reflect the global
reality. Cost of fuel is an obvious example. “So what?”you
may ask.Well, the answer is that sharing problems with other
sectors can provide answers, sometimes connected with
achieving a critical mass.
The success enjoyed by BESTT (the Boiler & Engineering
Skills Training Trust), which seeks to address the loss of
traditional skills by supporting apprenticeships and training,
is in part due to the fact that it has engaged not only with
steam railways, but also the National Traction Engine Trust and
the Maritime Heritage Trust. Similarly, if the war on coal by
Government is ratcheted up, we may well need to look further
afield for supplies, and combining with other countries may
well help to establish a marketable customer base.

Lower costings
Insurance is another area where savings could be made by the
establishment of a mutual. In Australia, a number of heritage
railways have had to close because of the inability to find an
acceptable insurer.
The advantage of a mutual, apart from its lower costings,
such as the avoidance of the now hefty Insurance Premium
Tax, is its ability to manage insurance matters thus ensuring
appropriate cover, contesting spurious claims and ring fencing
the sector from global disasters such as hurricanes, which can
impact adversely on premiums.
Sharing not only these problems, but also some of the
solutions, is one of the benefits of networking, which these
conferences enable.
“After all,” as one speaker said, “there’s no need to reinvent
the wheel.” So those managers who cannot see beyond their
buffer stop do their railways no favours.

HRA ‘accolade’
What was particularly gratifying for me was to hear
Sir Neil Cossons, our keynote speaker in Liverpool, tell the
predominantly maritime audience that the exemplar of the
best form of trade federation or umbrella organisation was the
Heritage Railway Association which, he said, was one of the
most professional in the heritage sector.
Such comments, coming, as they did, from someone who
has not always been counted among our admirers, was an
accolade to be relished. I do not for a moment pretend that
it is perfect but it works hard to serve its members, largely
through the hard work of more than 100 volunteers. Of course,
it is going to be the target of critics, but these are largely those
who fail to engage with the HRA.
It is also a truism to say that those organisations that flourish
most are those that enjoy active support from their members.
As a speaker at theWATTRAIN conference in Tokyo said: “Even
if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit
there.”

Spring action for Sidmouth...
SIDMOUTHwill return to steam
after a positive response to the
restoration proposal laid out by
Southern Locomotives in October.
The‘West Country’will be
brought into Herstonworks
immediately following the
completion of the overhaul of
No. 34072 257Squadron in the
spring.
Contributions to the fresh

initiative have already passed the
£30,000mark.
As detailed last issue, No. 34010
will be revived using the boiler
from sidelined classmate
No. 34028 Eddystone and a
minimal selection of smaller
parts, the intention being
not to unnecessarily plunder
components. Sidmouthwill
also utilise Eddystone’s tender,

although a new tank is being
fabricated to replace the
currently inappropriate
‘Merchant Navy’style.
Meanwhile, undercover storage
has been found for Eddystone at
Sellinge, Kent, where preparatory
workwill be carried out ahead of
its eventual overhaul, including to
the boiler that formerly belonged
toNo. 34010.

…as 92 Squadron nears completion
NENEValley Railway-based
No. 34081 92Squadron is on
course for a return to action next
year following the reuniting of its
boiler and frames.
The landmarkmeans that
focus can be targeted to the
reassembly of boiler insulation
and its distance air-smoothed
steel cladding.
AlanWhenman, Battle of Britain
Locomotive Society (BBLS) chief
mechanical engineer, said:“We
have achieved somuch froma
great groupwhose commitment
has been quite remarkable.
Having up to 24 volunteers on
dailyworking parties hasmade
us the envy of other owners/
heritage railways, andwe now
haveworking parties on at least
three days eachweek.
“And this is no cosmetic
overhaul either aswe decided at

A view of the advanced rebuild of No. 34081 inside the heavy
engineering shop atWansford on the NeneValley Railway. BBLS

the outset that it would be to the
highest standard.”
The BBLS’s Pacific will be turned
out in its as-built British Railways

Rileymoves into newHeywoodworkshops
RILEY & Son (E) Ltd, theworkshop
responsible for the rebuilding
of‘A3’FlyingScotsman, has
moved to a temporary, non-rail-
connected facility.
Itmarks the endof a 20-year
stay in the former Lancashire &
Yorkshire Railway Baron Street
Works,whichwas sharedwith
its tenant, the East Lancashire
Railway.
Bymid-November, all of
Riley’smachines, tools and
equipment hadbeenmoved to
a 20,000sq ft industrial unit in
Heywood.The assemblywill be
completedby the arrival of two
heavy-duty overhead cranes.
Managingdirector Ian Riley says
that theworks’outputwill not be
affectedby the upheaval, which
follows the original notice to quit
by the ELR inAugust 2014.
Meanwhile, the ELR is
continuing its ownplans for
the vacated half of the Bury
workshops,whichwill allow the

expansion of its ownengineering
business.
Mr Riley said:“The only thingwe
will be lacking is a rail connection,
but in the short term, thanks to
a kind offer from the ELR,wewill
continue to operate andmaintain
our operational steam loco fleet
at Bury.
“In themeantimewe are
pursuing opportunities to
establish amodern, purpose-built
workswith rail access thatwill
allowus to consolidate all of our
activities on one site.”
He has identified landnear
Castleton as being ideal for such
a facility, butMr Riley’s fleet of
locomotives and support coaches
will remain basedon the ELRuntil
such an eventuality.
The eviction notice served
onRiley’s states that itmust
completely vacate the premises
by January 1,whichwill then see
the dismantling ofwhat the ELR
describes as a“woodenBerlin

Wall”that segregates the four
road shed.
ELR generalmanager Andy
Morris believes that the additional
spacewill transform its output.
He said:“The news of Riley &
Son’s vacation of the locoworks
has beenuniversallywelcomedby
the ELR as it nowmeanswe can
proceedwith our plans to seek
funding formajor renovationwork
onour prestigious building,which
is arguably the oldest standard
gauge locomotiveworks in the
world still used for its original
purpose.
“Thiswill then allowus to
establish our ownuniversal steam
anddiesel traction engineering
capability, develop our skilled
workforce andoffer further
apprenticeship opportunities for
local youngsters.”
External funding is being sought
to undertake restorationwork
to the fabric of the 170-year-old
structure.

Mayflower heading to Carnforth for repairs
APPLEGreen 4-6-0No. 61306
Mayflower is heading to Carnforth
thismonth for heavymaintenance
work,whichwill give the
locomotive a fresh 10-year boiler
certificate.
David Buck’s‘B1’will run
engine-and-van to Carnforth
Railway Restoration& Engineering
Services onDecember 23, the day
after it should have hauled its 28th
main line rail tour this year.

Once in Lancashire, its boiler
will be lifted and sent toAdam
Dalgleish’s Stocktonworkshop for
major fireboxwork and ahydraulic
boiler exam,while the chassis is
fettled. A full re-tube is planned in
three or four years’time.
Agreement has beenmet
with the contractors to finish
themaintenance in time for
Mayflower to haul its first
comeback tour onMay 22– the

RailwayTouringCompany’s‘Peak
Forester’betweenKing’s Cross and
Rowsley. Although its paintwork
is in good condition, dismantling
ofNo. 61306will inevitably
cause damage, and therefore a
full-repaintwill be carried out at
Carnforth.
Itwill remain in its transitional
BR green livery, althoughMr Buck
concedes that hewould“love to
see it in linedblack”.

malachite green, but it is the
intention to revert to its later deep
bronze green around halfway into
its 10-year running spell.
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December
return for
Richboro?
THEALNValley Railway is
hopeful that its resident
Hudswell, Clarke 0-6-0ST
Richboro (1243/1917) could
make a return to steam
before the endof the year
– if the locomotive canbe
reassembled in time.
Theboiler has been

receiving attention at Ian
Storey’sworks at Hepscott,
andwas expectedback at the
AVR’s Alnwick headquarters
during the secondhalf of
November.
The intentionwas that an

engineering teamwould
return the boiler to the
frames and start piping up it
immediately.
AVR spokesmanRoger

Jermy said:“It is still the target
to have a test runbefore
‘Santa Specials’start at the
beginning ofDecember, but
nodefinite‘test date’has
been fixed.”

Waleswood
for sale
HUDSWELL, Clarke 0-4-0ST
Waleswood (750/1906) has
beenput on themarketwith
a price tag of £20,000 after
owner PaulMartin decided
to sell.
The one-time Steamport

regular has not operated
since the 1980s, but a full
overhaulwas begun at the
Battlefield Line prior to it
moving to its current base at
the Statfold Barn Railway.

Waleswood is in a non-
operational condition but,
with the exception of the
smokebox, all components
are included in the sale.The
work done to date includes
themanufacture of a new
smokebox tubeplate (not
fitted), newbottom third
of the boiler barrel fitted,
wheels turned, inside valve
gear overhauled, piston rods
and crankpinsmachined, and
brasses overhauled.
New runningplates and

footplatemetalwas acquired
but never fitted.
■ Formore information visit
www.greatwibberleyrailway.
co.uk
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Museum building
opens at Cottesmore
A LASTING memorial to Rocks
By Rail’s (RBR) inspirational
general manager, the late Simon
Layfield, was formally unveiled
on November 15.
And it fell to Andrew Brown,

the High Sheriff of Rutland,
to officially launch the Simon
Layfield Exhibition Centre at
RBR’s Cottesmore base.
The weekend was the

culmination of a long-held
dream to house much of RBR’s
unique rolling stock collection
undercover, most of which
related to the East Midlands
ironstone industry. The new
fully insulated three-road
building incorporates a special
display facility with concrete
walkways running between the
tracks, but will also provide a
much-needed area to complete
vital restoration work to help
safeguard the collection.
Construction of the exhibition

centre has been made possible
thanks to a grant from the
Mick George Community Fund,
administered by Grantscape,
under the Landfill Communities
scheme.
At the opening event

speeches were made by Mick

George, CEO of the Mick George
company; Simon Layfield’s
widow, Sophie Bruton; and
the High Sheriff himself, who
declared the building open by
the wave of a green flag and the
blowing of a whistle.
The resident Andrew

Barclay 0-4-0ST pairing of Sir

Thomas Royden (2088/1940)
and No. 1931 subsequently
responded with prolonged
blasts on their respective
whistles.
At present there is still

work to be done before the
building is fully equipped as
an interpretation centre, but

a number of locomotives,
both steam and diesel, have
been moved within it. These
include Hawthorn Leslie
0-4-0ST Singapore (3865/1936),
Bagnall 0-6-0ST Cranford No. 2
(2668/1942), and Yorkshire
Engine Co 0-6-0ST Clipstone
No. 9 (2521/1951).

THEEastAnglianRailwayMuseum’s
veteranAndrewBarclay0-4-0ST
No. 11has returned tooperation
after anextensiveboiler overhaul at
Chappel&WakesColne.
The10-yearlyoverhaul has

included the replacementof the
internalmain steampipeand
the steampipebranch in the
smokebox,while the lowerpart
of the front tubeplate required
buildingupwithweld.All of the
bottomrivets around the tubeplate
were replacedat this time.

The fireboxwas in generally
goodorder, requiringonly some
foundation ring and firehole door
rivets to be replaced. A complete
re-tubehas been carried out as a
matter of routine.
Sporting anew livery of Indian

Red,No. 11 has takenover steam
duties fromex-Bowaters Bagnall
0-4-0ST Jubilee (2542/1935),
which has entered theworks for
overhaul.
It is hoped to return Jubilee to

service during early 2016.

EARM welcomes back Barclay No. 11 after boiler work
A resplendent
No. 11 looks
well in its
new Indian
Red livery at
Chappel &
Wakes Colne
during an
early steam
in later
September.
ALLAN
ROBINSON

Brookes No. 1 in line for steam return in 2016
HUNSLET 0-6-0ST Brookes No. 1
is on target for a return to steam
at the end of 2016, if current
progress is maintained at the
Middleton Railway.
The 16in-cylinder locomotive

(2387/1941) is the main focus of
the engineering team at Moor
Road, the overhaul of which was
subject to a successful Heritage
Lottery Fund grant.
Dismantling of the locomotive

has now been completed, with
work concentrating on the
overhaul and reassembly of
components.

Brookes No. 1 received an
all-new boiler back in 1999 and
therefore requires little more
than a re-tube in order to obtain
a new boiler certificate.
Similarly, the cylinders are

also in satisfactory condition,
requiring only new piston

rings and the skimming of the
piston rods to eliminate any
wear. However, dismantling
of the brake gear revealed
considerable wear, with the
brake shaft journals having
worn by as much as ¼in with
similar wear on the bearing
pedestals. This has all been
rectified and attention has
now turned to overhauling the
axleboxes.

WSRBarclay
ready to roll –
thanks to Ryan
RYAN Pope’s Andrew Barclay
0-4-0ST W/No. 1219 was
expected to make its first
moves of the preservation
era as this issue of The RM
went to press.
This follows a complete

restoration by the West
Somerset Railway apprentice.
The 1910-built locomotive’s

boiler passed its out-of-the-
frames steam test in early
November, and this has
now been returned to the
overhauled rolling chassis and
the cab replaced.
Piping up was ongoing,

with the first moves expected
before the end of the month.

Best year for Dunaskin line – big increase in visitors
THE Dunaskin-based Scottish
Industrial Railway Centre has
recorded its best season since
itsmove to its present sitemore
than a decade ago, with visitor
numbers seeing a 25% increase
over 2014.
The news comes at the end of

a highly successful season for the
Ayrshire Railway Preservation
Group (ARPG), which runs the
centre.
Earlier in the year the ARPG

returned Andrew Barclay 0-4-0F
Shell RefiningCoNo. 8 (1952/1928)
to traffic, becoming the only

operational ‘Fireless’ in the UK.
On the back of this came

the news that the group had
successfully completed the
purchase of a significant portion
of the site, including the loco
shed, thewagon repair shops,
and station building.
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Frosty and still conditions at Afflington on
the Swanage Railway are a contrast to the
predominantly wet and windy autumn.
On November 23, Drummond‘Greyhound’
No. 30120 saunters towards Corfe Castle.
PETER ZABEK

‘Scotch Arthur’No. 777 Sir Lamiel bustles
towards Quorn on the Great Central
Railway with a demonstration goods train
on November 22. JOE CONNELL

Golden bracken fronts this scene of
‘West Country’No. 34092Wells at Burrs
on the East Lancashire Railway on
November 1. BRIAN DOBBS
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Last knockings for Gresley 4-4-0 No. 62712Morayshire as it
departs Kinneil during an Andrew N Fowler-organised photo
charter on October 26. JOHN COOPERSMITH
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Third public consultation
begins for Crossrail 2
WITH just five years to go
before construction of
Crossrail 2 could potentially
begin, Transport for London
and Network Rail have started
another wave of public
consultation on the more
detailed aspects of the project.
Current proposals have

Crossrail 2 serving central
London via an underground
route, linkingWimbledon
with Tottenham Hale and
New Southgate, with a wider
connecting fan of existing lines
stretching out into Surrey and
Hertfordshire.
Stations would be provided

at Dalston, Euston St Pancras,
Tottenham Court Road, Victoria,
King’s Road (Chelsea) and
Clapham Junction, with two
options linking the latter with
Wimbledon. The first, already
the subject of a consultation,
would take the line from
Clapham toWimbledon via
Tooting Broadway, while the
newly proposed alternative
goes via Balham.
Two options are also under

consideration for the line
between New Southgate and
Seven Sisters. One of these
includes connecting with
London Underground/Network
Rail stops at Alexandra Palace
and Turnpike Lane, with the
second option servingWood
Green.

Pressure
It is anticipated that the new

railway would provide capacity
for an additional 270,000
people to access central
London during the morning
peak, taking pressure off
Network Rail lines and enabling
capacity to be increased.
TfL and Network Rail have

already carried out two
previous consultations on
Crossrail 2’s intended routes,
with this new one focusing

The proposed routemap for Crossrail 2, including the alternative
route options and its links with the wider surface lines into Surrey
and Hertfordshire. TfL

Bridges bite the dust
TWO veteran bridges in the
north of England have bitten
the dust in the past month,
symbolising the ever-evolving
face of the UK rail network.
The 167-year-old Kirkstall

Lane bridge in Headingley,
Leeds, was replaced during the
first full weekend of November
as part of Network Rail’s Railway
Upgrade Plan to improve the
reliability of the network in
West Yorkshire. Reconstruction
took place between 23.30 on
November 6 and 06.00 on
November 9, during which
no Northern trains called at
Headingley.

The second structure to
succumb was bridge 64 over the
Settle & Carlisle line, which was
demolished on October 24.
Known as Gauber Bridge, it was
situated to the south-east of
Ribblehead station, and at one
time carried an occupation
crossing, but was disused prior
to the demolition.
However, despite being in

a conservation area, the poor
condition of the structure, its
lack of unique status, and the
£500,000 repair bill (compared
to £150,000 demolition fee)
planning approval was granted
for its removal.

The arch of Gauber Bridge (bridge No. 64) across the Settle and
Carlisle succumbs to Stobart Rail civil engineers on October 24.
PETER AINSWORTH

on the proposed station sites,
locations of ventilation shafts
for the tunnelled section,
construction sites required to
build the scheme, and changes
to current National Rail
services.
“Crossrail 2 would deliver

additional capacity to
the National Rail network
and provide new regional
connections across London
and beyond,” said Chris Curtis,
Network Rail’s head of
Crossrail 2.
“The launch of this

consultation gives rail
passengers the opportunity to
have their say on what
Crossrail 2 would mean for the
proposed train services in
north-east London,
Hertfordshire and
Cambridgeshire, south-west
London, Surrey and Hampshire.”

‘Dismay’
However, the details unveiled

prior to the launch of the
consultation have not been
unanimously welcomed. Within
hours of the announcement on
October 27, Camden Council
had released a statement
expressing its dismay that
130 homes and 17 businesses
could be negatively affected
or demolished by Crossrail 2’s
construction.
Coun Phil Jones, Cabinet

Member for Regeneration,
Transport and Planning at
Camden Council, said: “We’re
bitterly disappointed with
these latest plans for
Crossrail 2. The only reason this
is even being proposed is due
to the disarray of the current
plans for Euston, where there is
no plan to rebuild the current
decaying station despite the
arrival of HS2 there.
“Transport for London want to

build much of its Crossrail 2
infrastructure inside a brand

new Euston Station. However,
they have now come upwith
this inadequate alternative as
the direct result of the current
failings at Euston.”
In sharp contrast, Surrey

County Council’s Cabinet
Member for Environment
and Planning Mike Goodman
said: “This train link is vital for
commuters and businesses.
Not only will the planned

railway reduce overcrowding,
it will boost the economy in
Surrey, London and the wider
region.
“I would urge everyone to

take part in this consultation
to ensure the county’s
businesses and commuters
get the maximum benefit from
Crossrail 2.”
The public consultation runs

until Friday, January 8, 2016.

Newark Castle
upgrade begins
WORK on the £½million
refurbishment of Newark Castle
station has begun.
The facelift should see many

of the station’s period features
restored, along with the
provision of a new staffed ticket
office.
The project is being funded by

the Department for Transport
and the Railway Heritage Trust.
The trust has put forward

£77,000, with the initial work
focusing on restoring the
1846-built station building,
which has been out of use for
the past nine years.
Improved accessibility and

new toilet facilities are to be
included in the project, together
with the provision of dedicated
cycle storage.
Network Rail intends to have

the refurbishment completed
early next year.

A NEW joint training facility
for front-line rail staff officially
opened its doors in Basingstoke
onNovember 2.
The Basingstoke Campus is the

first such facility of its kind, and
has been developed byNetwork
Rail and SouthWestTrains.
The campus features indoor

and outdoor track layouts,
train driving simulators,
and educational facilities
for engineers, signallers,
maintenance staff and drivers.

Joint training
facility opens



December 2015 • The Railway Magazine • 85

Have you got a story for us? Email: railway@mortons.co.uk

S&C quarries ‘return’ to national network
A RAIL link abandoned in the
1960s that connected granite
quarries with the Settle and
Carlisle (S&C) Railway has been
reinstated as part of a £5million
project by aggregate giant
Tarmac.
Work on the new rail link

connecting Arcow and Dry
Rigg quarries to the S&C began
earlier this summer, with
the final reconnection to the
national network taking place
between October 23-27.
Its construction is a direct

result of a consultation
between Tarmac and the
Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority, Craven District
Council, local parish councils
and local residents to find a
way of transporting quarry
products by rail rather than
by road.
The link is expected to open

later this year or in early 2016,
and is expected to eliminate in
excess of 16,000 lorry journeys
from the regions’ roads each
year.

As well as the construction
of an all-new embankment
near Helwith Bridge, to
carry the new line, and
the reinstatement of the
permanent way, Network Rail
will install new signalling
to serve the new section of
railway, along with supporting
signalling at Blea Moor, Settle
Junction and Arcow itself.
A new footbridge will also be

installed to maintain a public
right of way across the new
line, next to the quarry.

The new link serving Arcow and Dry Rigg quarries at Helwith
Bridge under construction. The new embankment can be seen
as Network Rail workers prepare the connection to the S&C on
October 24. PETER AINSWORTH

New platforms at Bellarena
in major Translink upgrade
TRANSLINK’S renewal of the
scenic Coleraine to Derry/
Londonderry line in Northern
Ireland has entered its
£46.4million second phase, with
work on the redevelopment
of Bellarena station now
underway.
Phase 2 is being funded by

the Department for Regional
Development and the
European Union ‘Connecting
Europe Facility’, and includes
the provision of an 800metre
passing loop at Bellarena,
together with two new
extended six-car platforms.
The line, once described by

actor and TV presenter Michael
Palin as “one of the most
beautiful rail journeys in the
world”, will also receive new
signalling and an improved

telecom system as part of
the upgrade. The aim is to
eventually provide an hourly
Northern Ireland Railways
service between Coleraine and
Derry/Londonderry.
The work is being undertaken

by contractors McLaughlin &
Harvey and Babcock Rail, and
has mainly been centred on
overnight possessions in order
to limit disruption and maintain
a timetabled passenger service.
Five weekend line closures

have also been required, the
last of these taking place
on November 7-8. A similar
extension to the platform
at Castlerock is also nearing
completion.
Translink hopes to have Phase

2 of the renewal completed by
the end of next year.

Northern Ireland Railways’Class 3000 railcar No. 3015 passes the worksite on the approach to the
current Bellarena station on October 30. CHRIS PLAYFAIR

First overhead lines for
Edinburgh to Glasgow route
THE first mile of overhead power
cables as part of Network Rail’s
(NR) £742million Edinburgh
Glasgow Improvement
Programme (EGIP) was installed
on the evening of October 27.
It marks a significant milestone

in this landmark Scottish
infrastructure investment.
The EGIP represents the

biggest single investment in
Scotland’s railways – more than
twice the cost of rebuilding the
Borders Railway route.
It will ultimately see more

than 90 route miles electrified
between Cumbernauld and
Newbridge Junction, enabling
the introduction of EMU services
on the EdinburghWaverley-
Glasgow Queen Street (via
Falkirk High) route by December
2016.

The project complements
NR’s electrification of the line
between Springburn and
Cumbernauld, completed
earlier this year, and will see
faster journey times of 42
minutes between Glasgow and
Edinburgh.
The work in October was

carried out using a conventional
mobile elevated platform, but a
newwiring train is expected to
arrive in January. Engineers are
also working to deliver the 2,366
stanchions andmasts needed to
support the overhead wires, with
more than 320 having already
been erected.
Elsewhere, work is ongoing

to complete the new train/tram
interchange station at Edinburgh
Gateway, close to the A8 on the
western fringe of the city.

Network Rail apologises after‘perfect storm’
AN APOLOGY has been
issued by Network Rail to
train passengers caught up in
delays following four separate
incidents in the NorthWest on
October 28, the ramifications of
which were felt as far away as
Glasgow and London.
Overhead lines through Crewe

had to be switched off due to
a ‘vulnerable person near the
railway’, which broughtWCML
services to a grinding halt,
while an injured passenger
at Mossley brought delays to
services between Manchester

and Huddersfield. The problems
were further compounded by a
trespass incident at Mills Hill and
increased passenger volume
owing to both Manchester
football teams playing at home.
A fatality at Adlington, when

a woman in her 40s was hit by a
train, also brought its own share
of delays.
Speaking the following day,

Martin Frobisher, Network Rail’s
route managing director, said:
“Last night was a perfect storm
for the railway in and around
Manchester.

“One of these incidents would
have been challenging enough,
but managing four at the same
time, along with increased
passenger volumes from the
two home football matches,
was a major challenge.
“However, we worked with

the emergency services and
train operators to overcome
them.
He added: “While the four

incidents were outside of our
direct control we are sorry to
everyone whose journeys were
affected last night.”

THE Leeds-Lancaster-
Morecambe Community
Rail Partnership, colloquially
known as the ‘Bentham Line’,
has appointed Catherine
Huddleston as its first staff
member.
Catherine, a resident

of Settle, will be working
part-time as Community Rail
Partnership Officer.
The appointment has

been made possible thanks
to funding fromVirgin East
Coast, as part of its new
franchise deal.

Staff member for ‘Bentham Line’

MORE than £250,000was
donatedby users of London’s
busiest stations during this
year’s Royal British Legion (RBL)
PoppyDayAppeal, according to
Network Rail.
RBL collectorswerewelcomed

at Cannon Street, CharingCross,
Euston, Liverpool Street, London
Bridge, King’s Cross, Paddington,
Victoria andWaterloo during the
October/November build up to
Remembrance Sunday.
Free travelwas provided for

the volunteers representing the
charity.

Commenting on the
achievement, Phil Hufton,
Network Rail’smanaging
director of network operations,
said:“Network Rail has long
supported thework of the Royal
British Legion andproudly
welcomes volunteer collectors
andmilitary personnel into our
stations.
“Onbehalf of the Royal British

Legion,wewould like to thank
our passengers and station
visitors for their generous
contributions to this important
cause.”

The PoppyDayAppealwas
further strengthenedby the
presence of a five-metre-wide
poppy at King’s Cross, beneath
which theArmyAir Corps
military bandperformed.
A free exhibition charting

the role of railways during the
FirstWorldWarwas ondisplay
atVictoria until November 8,
beforemoving toManchester
Piccadilly.
A special Remembrance

sculpture, comprising six giant
three-metre poppies,was
unveiled at London’sWaterloo.

£250,000 raised for RBL at London stations
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DERBYBASED leasing company
Porterbrook has placed an
order for 80 new Class 387
EMU vehicles with Bombardier
Transportation.

The vehicles will be formed
into 20 EMU sets and be built
at Litchurch Lane work from
October 2016.

Surprisingly, the order is
speculative insomuch as at
present Porterbrook has no

end customer in mind. While
unusual, it is not the first time
that Porterbrook has made a
speculative rolling stock order,
the last time was for Class 170s
more than 10 years ago.

Porterbrook says these new
units will help satisfy the future
demand for mid-distance
electric services and are destined
for lines to be electrified in the
near future as part of efforts

to alleviate higher-than-
forecast passenger growth and
overcrowding.

The order is a continuation
of the ongoing Class 387
‘Electrostar’build that began
in 2014 and comprises 29
Class 387/1 units for Govia
Thameslink; 27 Class 387/2 units
for Gatwick Express services,
the first of which has just been
delivered from Litchurch Lane

works; and eight Class 387/3
units for Great Western, delivery
dependent on electrification
progress.

A number of parties have
already expressed an interest
in leasing this new fleet, such
as Rail for London, but also
established operators and
prospective bidders of upcoming
franchises are expected to be in
discussions to lease the sets.

Speculative Porterbrook order
for 80 new Class 387 vehicles

CONSTRUCTION of the first
of a fleet of 30 new Class 707
EMUs for South West Trains is
underway at Siemens’ Krefeld
plant.

Based on the ‘Desiro
City’ platform – as are the
Thameslink Class 700 – the fleet
is costing £210million and the
inaugural bodyshell for what
will become five-car trains has
been completed.

Siemens envisage that the
first unit will be fully built
and assembled by the end of
February. The unit will undergo
static and dynamic testing at
Siemens Wildenrath test track
to accumulate at least 1,000km
of fault-free running, before
being handed over to Angel
Trains, which is financing the
units.

Angel work closely with
Siemens and have staff in
Germany who sign off the units
at various stages of the build.

SWT Class
456 facelift
completed
A PROJECT to refurbish
48 Class 456 carriages
for South West Trains as
part of an increase in
passenger capacity has
been completed.

The 24 EMUs, which
were made surplus
by Southern, were
refurbished by
Knorr-Bremse Rail Services
at Wolverton Works, the
intention by SWT being
to add them to a pair of
Class 455, enabling the
creation of a 10-car set.
Internally, they are similar
to the 455s.

The work forms part of
a 108-carriage increase
by SWT, the remaining
60 coming from the
conversion of the former
Class 460 Gatwick Express
units, and integrating
them with the Class 458
units to create a Class
458/5 sub-class, along
with a completely new
front end.

The final Class 458
service was operated
during November, and the
set moved to Doncaster
for modification.

This project will be
completed next year.

TO MARK the retirement of
chargeman Norman Topsom
MBE from the GWR, the
company named vehicle 58104
(from unit No. 166204) after
him at a ceremony in
Henley-on-Thames on
October 30.

Mr Topsom, nicknamed ‘Flash’,
started on the railways in 1962
and has worked Henley and

Class 334s
get power
sockets
SCOTRAIL’S 40-strong
fleet of Class 334 EMUs
will get power sockets for
customer use.

The facility is one of the
features of a two-year
£36million refurbishment
that the units will receive.

One unit has been
refurbished, the work
taking place at Polmadie
depot, where it has been
given on-board wi-fi,
with air conditioning and
heating improvements to
be included in the work
from next summer.

The work forms part of
Eversholt Rail’s investment
of £36.1million to
improve the passenger
environment and reliability
of these trains.

Gatwick Express unit Nos. 387202 and 387203 pass Millmeece as 5K56 Wembley to Crewe test run on November 13. BRAD JOYCE

First SWT Class 707 EMU taking shape at Krefeld

One of the Class 707 trailer cars in the spray booth at Siemens
Krefeld works. PICTURE COURTESY OF SIEMENS

After transfer to the UK via the
Channel Tunnel, the first unit
will be delivered to Wimbledon
depot and embark on UK-type
testing as part of the final
certification process.

In parallel, driver and fitter
training will be carried out,
with SWT saying that the first
units should enter service in
June 2017, and all should be in
service by the end of that year.

The new trains will be
air-conditioned, have wi-fi,
LED lighting and passenger
information systems. They
will also feature full-width
interconnecting gangways
to aid passenger flow and
security.

Destined for London Waterloo
and Windsor services, the new
units will operate in 10-car
formations, and will allow a
cascade of current units to
strengthen services on other
routes.

Home Secretary’s tribute to
‘Flash’ at naming ceremony

Reading in various roles, but has
spent his later years as station
master at Twyford.

He was awarded the MBE
in 2005 for services to the
community.

Home Secretary and
Maidenhead MP Theresa May
said that Twyford will not be the
same without him.
Picture: DARREN FORD
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VIRGIN Trains East Coast (VTEC)
has embarked on a project to
overhaul the MTU 4000 power
units fitted to its HST power cars.

VTEC operates 32 power cars,
with the first to be fitted, an
overhauled unit – No. 43320;

GB RAILFREIGHT Class 73/9
No. 73966 has been put into
service following testing
around the East Midlands and
movement to Craigentinny.

On a dismal November 6,
the loco used its 1,600hp
MTU engine to haul Class 92
No. 92032 dead-in-tow with
5B26 Edinburgh-Polmadie
empties.

However, a few days later the
loco headed north to Aberdeen,
but was failed at Perth with an
oil leak, and later returned to
Craigentinney for attention.

It has been joined in Scotland
by No. 73967, and will be
followed in due course by
73968-71, but as yet there is no
date for entry into squadron
service for the locos on the
Caledonian Sleeper workings
to Fort William, Inverness and
Aberdeen.

‘Sprinter’
DMU
derailed
THE RAIB has begun an
investigation into the
derailment of Northern
Rail Class 150 No. 150133,
which was with a second
unit near Knaresborough
on November 7.

The train was the 06.52
York-Harrogate service,
which derailed on points
between Cattal and
Knaresborough stations.

Derailing at a point
where the single line
reverts to double, train
movements are controlled
from Knaresborough,
and the driver had been
authorised to pass a signal
at danger. The signaller had
experienced difficulties
clearing the signal, and it is
likely RAIB will focus on the
condition of the points.

The leading five bogies
derailed and damage was
sustained by both the train
and track. None of the
train crew or five
passengers on board were
injured and the line was
reopened at by lunchtime
the following day.

GB RAILFREIGHT’S Class 73
No. 73119Boroughof
Eastleighwas called upon to
act as a‘Thunderbird’on
November 15 after London
Overground EMU No. 378220
lost its pantograph at Mitre
Bridge,Willesden.

The 73 hauled the unit

to Shepherd’s Bush, where
the Class 378 was able to
continue on third-rail power.

However, theelectro-diesel
returned to Mitre Bridge to
recover a Southern Class 377
working from Milton Keynes
to Croydon that had become
stranded.

LongMarston
Class 86s to
be cut up
THE four Class 86/2 locos
that remained at Long
Marston have been sold to
C F Booth for scrap.

Nos. 86229/231/234
and 251 were contenders
for refurbishment and
sale abroad, but will now
have major components
recovered to keep other
class members in traffic.

It is also expected that
Network Rail’s pair –
Nos. 86901/902 – will also
be cut up, having spent 18
months at the Rotherham
scrapyard.

More GBRf
Class 66s on
the way
A BATCH of seven more
Class 66 locomotives –
possibly the last to be built
– are expected to arrive in
the UK in early January.

During November, the
construction of Nos. 66773
to 66779 was progressing
well, with No. 66773
completed and moved
outside of the EMD works
at Muncie, Indiana.

Changes to emission
regulations mean that
further Class 66s to the
existing specification with
the EMD 710 series power
unit are unlikely.

Gerald Westerholt, HST
project manager at MTU, with

Phil Buck, Virgin Trains head
of 125 Fleet, at Craigentinny

Depot, as a refurbished
power unit is craned in.

£16m overhaul of VTEC HST power units begins
work is being carried out at
Craigentinny depot.

The project will give the power
cars running for a further four
years and improve reliability;
overhauls take place after 25,000
hours service.

By next May, when VTEC
begins services to Sunderland
and Stirling, it will need 14
HST sets – 28 power cars.
Although the Stirling service is
an extension of an Edinburgh
working, the Sunderland

diagram will be separate.
Conclusion of the project is

expected in two years’ time, and
with the IEP coming on stream
by the end of 2018, this work
would see them through to the
end of their lease with VTEC.

Have you got a story for us? Email: railway@mortons.co.uk

‘Thunderbird’ Class 73
helps EMU at Willesden A FURTHER two DRS Class 68s

were unloaded atWorkington on
November 15. Nos. 68018 and
68019 were hauled to Carlisle
Kingmoor the next day, where they
will be commissioned and given
nameplates; these are expected to
be titled Vigilance and Reliance.

The names of Nos. 68016 and
68017 have been confirmed as
Fearless andHornet, respectively,

thus correcting last month’s story.
DRS has reduced its Class

47 fleet to just two examples
following the storage of
Nos. 47805/818. The two runners
are No. 47790 and 47828, although
back in March DRS did indicate its
intention was to sell all Class 47s
because of their age and so many
individual modifications having
been made.

CLASS 68 FLEET INCREASES

Caledonian Sleeper Class 73/9 put through its paces

Class 73 No. 73966 train leans to the tortuous curves off the Edinburgh line at Carstairs with 5B26
Edinburgh-Polmadie empties on November 6. BOB AVERY
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WAGON REPORT by S F Lappage

EVERSHOLT’S T2 translator set
was seen stabled at London
Midland’s Soho (Birmingham)
depot on November 1. The
vans are fitted with Tightlock
couplers, enabling transfer
movements of Porterbrook-
owned Class 323 EMU’s to
Tyseley by the newly formed
Rail Operations Group. Identities
are No. ADB 975875 to design
code QS 061A and No. ADB
977087 to design code QS 061B.
Before Privatisation they were

allocated to Network South East
and based at Strawberry Hill
depot. Both were built as BSK’s:
No. ADB 975875 as No. S 34643,
by Charles Roberts,Wakefield,
and No. ADB 977087 as
No. S 34971 byMetro-Cammell.
Four other translator sets

were in use at Strawberry Hill –
Nos. T1/T3-T5, comprising QSA’s
Nos. ADB 975864/867/971-
975/978, plus EMU barrier
coaches Nos. ADB 975976/977.
A viewing of the works yard

at Axiom Rail (formerly Marcroft
Engineering), Stoke-on-Trent
on October 31 found amajor
programme underway to
convert redundant BDA/BMA
bogie bolster flats into MXA
ballast and spoil carriers.
Wagon bodies are produced

off-site and attached to the

underframes using container-
style spigots. Maximum payload
is 53.7 tonnes and tare weight
26.3 tonnes.
Recent arrivals for

modification have included
BDA’s Nos. 950016/058/069/
073/103/107/131/140/151/160/
176/ 178/185/204/ 395/584/
599/606/613/673/679/680/699/
703/761/846/858/882/901/910/
921/932, Nos. 951055/063/068/
105/129/142/158/186/227,
and BMA’s Nos. 965032/033/
035/036/043/049/050/056-061/
069/072/073/075/077/079.
Some storedbogie tanks have

been returned to service recently.
Previously at LongMarstonwere
TDA’s Nos.VTG86928/929/947/
963/966/968/969,which are now
used for the transportation of jet
aviation fuel fromGrangemouth
refinery to
Rolls-Royce at Sinfin, Derby.
Among the wagons built at

the short-livedThrall (Europa)
Ltd workshops atYork were
300MBA‘Monster’box opens,
Nos. 500001-300.
First appearing in 1999, they

were influenced byNorth
American gondola freight cars.
Transatlantic features included
NACO three-piece, cast-steel,
‘swing-motion’bogies,monobloc
wheelsets and centre couplers.

The first 60 wagons have
both conventional buffers, plus
a combination drawhook and
swinghead AAR knuckle coupler.
Fixed-centre couplers are fitted
to the remaining wagons.
Subsequently, 100 wagons

weremodified with reduced
height bodywork, and recoded
MCA/MDA formovement of
new ballast to virtual quarries,
Nos. 500201-300.
Various commodities have

been carried by theMBAs,
including coal and pulpwood,
though in recent years they have
beenmostly engaged in the
transportation of scrapmetals
and aggregates.
There sometimes seems to be

an arcane distinction between
certain types of freight and
passenger-rated stock.
One such example arose

with traffic to Palethorpes

Ltd of Dudley Port, Tipton,
Staffs, manufacturers of Royal
Cambridge-branded pork
products.
Rawmaterials in the form

of pigs imported from Ireland
arrived in ordinary goods trains.
However, once processed, the
sausages and pies were shipped
in various passenger-rated
vehicles.
In later British Railways days,

outbound trains, normally
destined for Camden Goods
Depot, London, were formed
of passenger brakevans, many
adorned with the distinctive
maroon Palethorpes’ livery and
branding.
Dedicated vans were

generally of ex LNWR or LMS
designs, although pre-Second
WorldWar, the GWR’s Swindon
workshops had built two
six-wheel,

ice-cooled vans for this traffic.
They were tripped along the
South Staffs line to Dudley for
onwardmovement to
GWR-served destinations.
In British Railways days they
became Nos.W 2801W and
W 2802W.
Opened in 1896, production

continued at theModel Sausage
Factory until 1967 when the
firm relocated to a new
road-only-served premises at
Market Drayton, Shropshire.

QSA translator van No. ADB 977087 at Soho Depot on
November 1. S F LAPPAGE

MXA wagon underframes at
Axiom Rail, Stoke, destined for
p-way use. S F LAPPAGE

WITH new Gatwick
Express Class 387/2s
coming on stream
in 2016, time is
running out for the

1988/89-built Class
442s in third rail
territory, although there
is a possibility of future
use elsewhere.

AFTER preparatory work for
the main line by HNRC Ltd at
Barrow Hill, Europhoenix Class 37
No. 37884 entered traffic during
November.
After an initial test run to

Doncaster and Selby on November
12, three days later it worked to
Leicester, where it will be used by
the Rail Operations Group on e.c.s.
and other workings.

With EMU No. 323212 and translator
coaches in tow, No. 37884 passes through
Walsall on November 17 working from
Soho to Tyseley. BRAD JOYCE

Europhoenix Class 37 in traffic

Class 442s: Get them
while you still can

In this twilight scene at Gatwick Airport on
November 12, No. 2409 in the foreground will
form the 16.35 to LondonVictoria, while in the
background No. 2422, which had just arrived, will
form the 16.50 to the capital. JOHN VAUGHAN

On November 16, the loco
‘topped’Type 4 No. 47830 from
Leicester to Derby, the Class 47
hauling EMU No. 375626 from
Willesden to Litchurch Lane for
refurbishment.

Working to Birmingham
the next day, the 37 collected
London Midland EMU No. 323212
from Soho Depot and hauled it to
Tyseley for tyre turning.
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LOCOMOTIVES

MULTIPLE UNITS

HAULED
COACHING STOCK

Former London Midland Class 321 No. 321414 has been re-vinyled into London Overground livery and
is seen arriving at Upminster with the 13.11 from Romford on October 31. DR IAIN C SCOTCHMAN

Sporting a fresh coat of green paint and the GWR logo prominent, Type 5 No. 57603 Tintagel Castlewaits to haul the 'Night Riviera' e.c.s.
to Old Oak Common on November 5. ALISDAIR ANDERSON

Allocations
1210/20 IS-PC
3181 reinstated DH/MBCS
3234/39/57/70/72 deleted cut
4928 reinstated EL/MBCS
5647 reinstated DH/MBCS
6700-08 IS-PC
9800-10 IS-PC
10501/02/04/06-08/13/16/
19/20/22/23/26/27/29/31/
42-44/48/51/53/61/62/65/80/
97/98 IS-PC
10600/05/07/10/13/14/17/48/
50/66/75/80/83/88-90/93/99
IS-PC

10703/06/14/18/19/22/23 IS-PC
40805 EC-NL
96212 deleted preserved
975042 deleted preserved
ADB977869 9109-8119
DB977989 deleted
DC889400 deleted

Liveries
Greater Anglia white: 11098,
82133
VTEC: 10302, 11299, 11302,
11402, 12232, 12302,
12402/48/50,
40702/04-06/11/32/50,
41062/87/88/91/92/97-99,
41100/15/54/65/90,
42104/06/09/10/17/23/25/
58-61/71/72/79/80/81/88/91-
93/98/99, 42205/10/19/35/38-
40, 42335, 44056-58/61/63/73,
82202/04/05/15

Stored/stopped locations
C F Booth, Rotherham: 94192,
94528
Derby RVEL: 5787
Mossend: 3279/92, 3318/31/
58, 3400/24, 5631/32/57, 5941,
6110/39, 9494, 9506/22
Nemesis Rail,
Burton-upon-Trent: 92303,
92936, 94488, 94517

For sale
3385, 5276, 17056/77, 9513

Disposals
Nemesis Rail,
Burton-upon-Trent:
Cut dates: October: 84519,
92400

Allocations
38428/29/30/32 Newly
delivered NG/EKHQ
387201/02 newly delivered SL/
ETHQ

700108 newly delivered TB/
ETHQ

800002 newly delivered HQ/
VAHQ

64710/20 deleted
74404/24/27/34 HQ/SBXH-WD/
HYHQ

60150 reinstated MQ/MBCS
60831 reinstated MQ/MBCS

Liveries
Chiltern Mainline:
168321/24/26
Great Western Railway green:
150232, 166208
Greater Anglia: 317503
London Overground: 315806,
321414
Northern Rail lilac/blue:
319366/78 (not 73 as reported
last month) /79
Royal Mail red: 325001/09
SET blue: 375310, 375617
SWT blue: 458512/22/23
Tata Communications: 332010
TfL: 315823/24/25/26/38/40/
44/46/55
TSGN: 319002, 319423/35,
365529
TSGN Gatwick Express red/
grey: 387201/02

Named
156418 ESTA 1965-2015
158773 Eastcroft Depot
166204 Norman Topsom MBE

Renumbered
60150 – 99150
458012 – 458512
458022 – 458522
458023 – 458523

Formations
458512: 67612+74427+74012+
74112+67712
458522: 67622+74424+74022+
74122+67722
458523: 67623+74434+74023+
74123+67723

Now in five-car formation
378223-25

Operational
74404/24/27/34

Allocations
08738WQ/WQDA-WA/MBDL
08939WQ/WQDA-WA/MBDL
08994WQ/WQDA-BH/HNRS
08995 Deleted - Preserved
09006WQ/WQDA-BH/HNRS
09201WQ/WQDA-BH/HNRL
27059 Re-registered LR/UKRS
31285 DF/QADD-BH/HNRL
31465 DF/QADD-BH/HNRL
33008 HQ/MBDL-LR/UKRM
33053 HQ/MBDL-LR/UKRM
37116 COLS-COTS
37905 UKRO-UKRM
37906 UKRS-UKRM
43086-88/91-94/97/98 OO-LE
43122 OO-LE
56007 UKRO-UKRS
56094 COFS-COLS
56096 COFS-COLS
56098 UKRO-UKRL
56105 COFS-COLS
56301 ZM/HTLX-LR/UKRL
58016 Re-registered LR/UKRS
60066WQ/WQAA-TO/WCAT
60099WQ/WQAA-TO/WCAT
66005WBAT-WBRT-WBAT
66015WBAE-WBRT
66046WBAE-WBRT
66055WBLT-WBRT-WBLT
66068WBAT-WBRT
66075WBRT-WBAT
66083WBAT-WBRT
66107WBBT-WBRT
66108WBAT-WBBT
66118WBRT-WBAT
66150WBAT-WBRT-WBAT
66158WBAE-WBRT
66175WBRT-WBAT
66177WBAT-WBRT
66183WBAT-WBRT-WBAT
66184WBRT-WBAT
66197WBRT-WBAT
67002WQ/WQAA-CE/WAWC

67004 CE/WABC-WQ/WQAA-CE/
WAAC

67014WAWC-WAAC
67017 TO/WAAC-TO/WAWC-TO/
WAAC-WQ/WQAA

68016 newly delivered KM/
XHVE

68017 new/y delivered KM/
XHVE

73966-71 SE-EC
90024WEAC-WEDC
90036WEDC-WEAC
90037WEAC-WEDC-WEAC

Liveries
Black + ‘we will remember
them’ vinyls: 43172
BR Blue: 08721
DRS revised: 37069
GB Railfreight: 92028
Powerhaul: 66420
VTEC: 43208/57/95,
43310/14/15, 91122/27
VTEC + Flying Scotsman vinyls:
91101
+ Rail Operations Group vinyls:
37884

Named
08483 different plate on each
side:
NEIL - Neil Morgan 1964-2014

Team Leader OOC
SCOUSEY - Neil Morgan 1964-

2014 Team Leader OOC

08499 Redlight
43172 Harry Patch – The last
survivor of the trenches
47830 Beeching's Legacy
68016 Fearless
68017 Hornet
86259 Peter Pan (one side only)
91101 Flying Scotsman

Names removed
92028 Saint Saëns
92030 Ashford

Stored/stopped locations
Barrow Hill: 08877, 37188,
37254
Colne Valley Railway: 08738,
08939
Derby RVEL: 37413
Leicester: 37905
Nemesis Rail, Burton-upon
-Trent: 08500, 09006
Washwood Heath: 56094/96,
56105
Willesden: 86702

Operational
37069, 37116, 47790, 56098,
57003/07, 60026/66/99, 67002

Preserved
Peak Rail: 08830

Disposals
EMR Kingsbury: Cut date:
November 08646

Stored/stopped locations
Brush Loughborough: 67601
Doncaster Wabtec: 74406
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A pair of UK Rail Leasing Class 56 locos – Nos. 56104 and 56098 – are seen accelerating through
Crewe working 5W56 Kilmarnock (Wabtec) to Laira on November 7, hauling refurbished FGW HST
trailer cars. ALEXANDER CROMARTY

Pausing at Ledbury on November 6 while working 3S31 Kings Norton toWorcester rail head
treatment train are Colas Type 4 Nos. 47727 Rebecca and 47739 Robin of Templecombe
1938-2013. It was the first time a pair of Colas 47s had worked this particular turn to Ledbury.
FRANK RICHARDSON.

Sparkling in its new‘Flying Scotsman’ livery, Virgin Trains No. 91101, which is also named
Flying Scotsman, waits at King’s Cross on October 27 before taking the e.c.s. to Bounds Green.
ALISDAIR ANDERSON



December 2015 • The Railway Magazine • 91

Even a Class 144 ‘Pacer’
can make for an attractive
photograph as it crosses
the impressive viaduct at
Penistone with a Sheffield
to Huddersfield service on
November 1.
ROBERT FALCONER

The vibrant liveries of the
units compete with the
autumn colours as South
West Trains’ services pass
at Putney on November 6.
Unit No. 458526 arrives with
2R27 the 11.45 Waterloo-
Waterloo via Brentford and
passes a Class 455 heading
back into London with the
10.57 Waterloo-Waterloo via
Teddington.
GEOFF GRIFFITHS
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DBS wins three new
aggregate contracts
DB SCHENKER Rail has secured
three new lucrative aggregate
contracts that will see a
minimum of two trains every
week operate over the next five
to 10 years.

In a new ‘first’ for rail freight,
imported hard stone from
Northern Ireland will be moved
from Ipswich Docks (Griffin
Wharf ) to Theale, Berkshire, as
part of a new deal between DB
and United Asphalt, which will
also see aggregate transported
there from Avonmouth Docks.

Three trains each week are
expected to operate over the
next five years, the first running
from Avonmouth on October 12.
This is the first time that United
Asphalt has directly bought rail
services, and with each train
carrying around 1,300 tonnes,
the company estimates that
using DB will remove 135 lorry
loads from the roads.

Meanwhile, sand and gravel
specialists Brett Aggregates has
secured DB Schenker’s services
over the next 10 years for the
transport of aggregate from
Cliffe in Kent to its new railhead

Freightliner Class 66 66503
RailwayMagazine takes the
Nuneaton North Chord line off
the Leicester to Birmingham
line to join the northbound
WCML at Canal Farm Junction
with the 08.01 Felixstowe North
FLT-Crewe SSM intermodal on
October 27. GRAHAM NUTTALL

Schenker in call for more container traffic competition
DB Schenker CEO Geoff Spencer
has welcomed the Office of Rail &
Road’s findings into a competition
study concerning intermodal
rail freight traffic to and from
Britain’s main container ports,
but has questioned Freightliner’s
commitment to achieve a more
open field.

The company filed a formal
complaint with the ORR back
in June 2013 over what it
alleged were significant barriers
to competition in container
transport from the ports to
key inland destinations. This
market is currently dominated
by Freightliner, which handles
around 80% of all container
traffic in the UK.

As a result of the ORR’s
findings, Freightliner has put
forward a series of modifications
to its contracts, providing added
flexibility in terms of contract
length, exclusivity and renewal.
For example, Freightliner has
pledged that future contracts

Former DRS
chief joins
Freightliner
FORMER Direct Rail Services
(DRS) managing director
Neil McNicholas has joined
Freightliner in the role of
business development
director.

Mr McNicholas was one of
the founders of DRS back in
1994 when British Nuclear
Fuels Ltd took back the
movement of nuclear flask
traffic from British Rail.

Commenting on his new
appointment, Mr McNicholas
said:“I am looking forward
to joining the Freightliner
Group at such an exciting
time in the company’s
development and to working
with the rest of the team
in delivering Freightliner’s
future strategy and plans.’’

in Neasden. The two-trains-
each-week operation began on
October 14, with each train again
expected to carry 1,300 tonnes.

David Fletcher, head of
construction sales at DB
Schenker Rail, said: “We have
been successfully operating
the Ipswich to Watford traffic

for Brett Aggregates since
2013, and the development of
services to the new Neasden
railhead further strengthens our
relationship with them.”

The third of the new contracts
is for the transportation of ash
from West Burton Power Station
in Nottinghamshire to the

reinstated East Peckham railhead
for J Clubb.

The deal is for two trains
each week for six years, the first
movements starting on October
14. The ash will be used in the
manufacture of concrete blocks,
with each train-load comprising
of around 1,200 tonnes.

On October 28, DB Schenker’s EWS-liveried Class 66 No. 66148 stands at GriffinWharf, Ipswich in
heavy rain while loading hard stone aggregate, which will form the 12pm (6V07) to United Asphalt’s
Theale site. KEITH PARTLOW

will run for a maximum of five
years and will not automatically
roll-over. Customers will have
the opportunity to end their
contract after the five-year
period is up, and will no longer
be asked to work exclusively
with the firm.

“We want to see the relevant
markets opened up and

operating efficiently for the
benefit of the industry and
customers, but we are concerned
that the commitments offered
by Freightliner in response to
the ORR’s investigation will not
achieve this,”Mr Spencer said.

“It is our view that changes
should be made to the proposed
commitments to ensure they

are genuinely comprehensive in
addressing ORR’s competition
concerns, specifically with
regards to rail access at the
ports.

“We are grateful for the
thoroughness and speed with
which the ORR has conducted its
investigation. Having achieved
so much in the investigation to
date, it would be a great shame
if it concluded with a decision
that failed to resolve the
competition concerns the ORR
has identified,”he added.

The ORR’s preliminary findings
can be found at: http://tinyurl.
com/q5ssxus

Network Rail seeks to strengthen European freight links
THE operationof freight trains
between theUK andmainland
Europe should theoretically
becomeeasier fromNovember
2016afterNetworkRail joined
themanagementboardof the
Rail Freight CorridorNorth Sea–
Mediterranean.

NR’s positionon the boardhas
enabled this important freight
corridor tobeextended to London

fromnext winter, therebyenabling
freight operators onboth sides of
the English Channel tounderstand
available capacity for freight
servicegrowth to and from theUK.

Itwill alsomake it easier
for freight operators tobook
pre-planned freight paths
connecting Londonwith France,
Luxembourg, Belgium,Holland
andSwitzerlandvia theChannel

Tunnel,while informing them of
any infrastructureormaintenance
work thatmayaffect their pathing.
Thenewbylaws for the expanded
RFCNorth Sea– Medboard
were adoptedonOctober 20 in
Luxembourg.

“This is good news for Britain’s
rail freight industry andour
economy,”said PaulMcMahon,
NetworkRail freight director,

commentingat the signing
ceremony.

“Ournetwork is extremelybusy
andwenowcarry 30per cent
more freight thanwedid in 2012.
Wewant togrow that figure,
strengtheningour economy.

“TheRFCNorth Sea– Med is
consideredoneof the main routes
for freight into Europeand is key to
that plan.”

Scotland sets
outplan for
rail freight
growth
THE Scottish Government
has launched a new
consultation document as it
looks to increase Scotland’s
market share of the rail
freight sector.

The paper, entitled
Delivering the Goods, seeks
to garner support from
UK industries to create a
sustainable future for rail
freight in the wider plan for
Scotland’s economic growth.

Derek Mackay, Minister for
Transport and Islands, said:
“Key to the future success
of rail freight is creating an
environment where the
industry has the space to
innovate and where it can
work together for the benefit
of its customers.”

He added:“But the Scottish
Government cannot do this
alone, particularly in the
current fiscal climate.

“To make this work, we
need a firm commitment
from the rail freight industry
and its customers to work
with us and together to
deliver success.”
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THE Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland has announced details
of its annualmulti-day‘inter-
national’railtour for May 2016,
whichwill take three of the
society’s steam locomotives
across to thewest coast at
Westport.
The‘Croagh Patrick Railtour’has

been scheduled forMay 14-16
andwill, as in previous years, be
accompanied by fringe activities
as add-ons to themain tour. The
first of thesewill take place on
May 12when GNR(I) ‘V’class 4-4-0
No. 85Merlinworks a positioning
train ofMk2 stock from the RPSI’s
Whitehead headquarters, via
Belfast to Dublin. This sets the
scene for a diesel-hauled special
to celebrate the 40th anniversary
of the General Motors Class 071
the next day (see separate story).
The steam-hauled‘Croagh

Patrick Railtour’kicks off properly
on the Saturday (14th) with a
run overMidland GreatWestern
metals fromDublin Connolly
toWestport via Athlone and
Claremorris.
Passengers will then overnight

THE 50th anniversary of the last
Peppercorn ‘A1’will go
unmarked, as Tornado’s
‘Peppercorn Pheonix’has been
cancelled.
Low bookings has been cited

as the reason for the A1 Steam
Locomotive Trust to axe the
tour, which was due to run
steam-hauled betweenYork
and Newcastle (and return) on
December 31.

Steam trio for RPSI’s May marathon

Two of the stars of next year’s ‘Croagh Patrick Railtour’ – Nos. 461 and 4 – stand outside the RPSI’s Dublin shed after working successful
Halloween trains on November 2. KEN FOX

inWestport before taking a run
eastwards out to Ballyhaunis,
then northwards up to Ballina,
before returning toWestport via
Claremorris for another overnight
stay. The society’s DSER 2-6-0
No. 461 and LMS-NCC‘WT’2-6-4T
will handle the operations to and
fromWestport, with the coaching
stock formed of the blue & cream
Cravens fleet.
May 16 sees the railtour return

fromWestport to Dublin, from

whereMerlinwill take over for
a sprint along its old stamping
ground back to Belfast and
Whitehead.
If this year’s corresponding run

with No. 85 is anything to go by,
this portion of the tour alone
should be something special.
For thosewishing to extend
their stay, a heritage coach trip
around the Belfast area is being
arranged for Tuesday 17th at a
supplementary cost.

May 12 No. 85 positioning run: £30
May 13 ‘071’40th anniversary train: £45
May 14-16 ‘Croagh Patrick Railtour’: £175 (under 16s: £160)

May 17 Heritage coach tour: £35
(A supplementary fare of £25 applies to non-RPSI members for travel on the main

three-day railtour)
For further information visit www.steamtrainsireland.com

NEXT year will mark 40 years
since the introduction of
the popular General Motors
2,450hp Class 071 by Córas
Iompair Éireann. To celebrate
this milestone the RPSI will
be running a special train on
May 13 in conjunction with
its annual multi-day railtour.
Featuring ‘071’haulage

throughout, the tour will
scribe a clockwise circular
route from Dublin Connolly
(via Heuston) down to
Waterford, then westwards
to Clonmel and Limerick
Junction before returning

to Connolly by the route
through Thurles and
Portarlington.
Details on which member

of the class will work the
train have not yet been
released, but with all 18 still
on the books with Irish Rail,
plus the three Class 111s in
service with Northern Ireland
Railways, there will be plenty
to choose from.
A separate booking form

will be made available
through the RPSI website in
due course – for details see:
www.steamtrainsireland.com

FARES FOR THE TOUR ARE:

40YEARS OFTHE ‘BIG GMs’

The Class 071s are no strangers to railtour work, having
featured on several RPSI and Irish Railway Record Society
specials over the years. No. 074 stands at Howth on May 17,
2014 after working the RPSI’s 50th anniversary railtour from
Dublin. GARY BOYDHOPE

A1Trust cancels StMungo commemorative tour

No. 60163 has been a regular fixture at the head of Belmond’s
‘British Pullman’ for the second half of 2015. It is seen here
approaching Putney Bridge with the opulent train on November 6.
GEOFF GRIFFITHS

The train was due to run
exactly half a century on from
the final exploits of ‘A1’
No. 60145 StMungo, which was
turned out byYork North shed
for the sombre occasion.
“Although this railtour had

been heavily promoted, it failed
to attract sufficient passengers
and at current booking rates. The
A1 Steam Locomotive Trust – a
registered charity – was faced

with a five figure loss,” the trust
said on November 11.
“We therefore had no

alternative but to cancel this
train and give our passengers
sufficient time tomake
alternative NewYear’s Eve
arrangements.”
It added:“Whilst we all very

muchwanted the ‘Peppercorn
Phoenix’ to run for historical
reasons, it has proved to be
a stark reminder that the
Trust’s railtours have to be
commercially viable in order to
generate sufficient profit to keep
Tornado operating on themain
line, and that this will focus our
choice of starting points, routes
and destinations to those that
will generate a sufficient return.”
The Darlington group

massaged the bad news by
announcing its first
self-promoted tour to run in
2016: a re-run of the London-
Exeter ‘Devon Belle’with
No. 60163. The April 2 train
starts and terminates at
LondonVictoria, picking up at
Basingstoke and setting-down
at Reading.
The loco’s only other currently

advertised appearance of the
year is on February 14, which is
also promoted by the A1Trust.
TheValentine’s Day ‘Red Rose’
runs between Paddington and
Worcester. Bookings for both
trips are being handled by UK
Railtours.
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■ Please note that advertised traction, routes, times and even tour dates can, and often do, change from the advertised details. Check with tour promoters before travelling.
The RailwayMagazine cannot accept any responsibility for changes to any advertised trains.

DATE LOCO ROUTE (note: toursmay start and finish elsewhere) PROMOTER

Dec 5 34067 ‘The Bath Christmas Market’Three Bridges-Haywards Heath-Preston Park-Hove-Worthing-Bath and return RTC
Dec 5 4965 ‘Lindum Christmas Fayre’TyseleyWarwick Road-Coleshill Parkway-Nuneaton-Leicester-Loughborough-Lincoln and return VINT
Dec 5 46233 ‘The Lindum Fayre’King’s Cross-Potters Bar-Stevenage-Peterborough-Lincoln and return RTC
Dec 5 46115/45699 ‘Cathedrals Express’Carnforth-Carlisle-Blackburn SD
Dec 8 60163 ‘Steamy Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria. BEL
Dec 8 34067 ‘The Christmas Sussex Belle’Victoria-Eastbourne and return RTC
Dec 9 61306 ‘Cathedrals Express’Victoria-Twickenham-Sunningdale-Reading-Cheltenham-Worcester-Cheltenham and return SD
Dec 10 46233 ‘York Yuletide Express’Norwich-Wymondham-Attleborough-Thetford-Brandon-March-Peterborough-York and return RTC
Dec 12 5043 ‘ChristmasWhite Rose’TyseleyWarwick Road-Coleshill Parkway-Tamworth-Burton-Derby-York and return VINT
Dec 12 60163 ‘Steamy Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Dec 12 61306 ‘Salisbury Christmas Market’Ashford-Maidstone East-Swanley-Bromley South-West Brompton-Salisbury-West Brompton SD
Dec 12 46233 ‘The ChristmasWhite Rose’King’s Cross-Stevenage-Huntingdon-Peterborough-York and return RTC
Dec 15 34067 ‘The Sherborne Christmas Carol’Victoria-Woking-Basingstoke-Sherborne-Yeovil Junction and return RTC
Dec 16 61306 ‘York St Nicholas Fayre’King’s Cross-Hertford-Arlesey-St Neots-Peterborough-Retford-York and return SD
Dec 17 46233 ‘The ChristmasWhite Rose’Cambridge-Ely-March-Peterborough-York and return RTC
Dec 19 46233 ‘York Yuletide Express’Victoria-St Albans-Luton-Bedford-Kettering-Melton Mowbray-York RTC
Dec 19 61306 ‘Winchester Christmas Market’ Southend East-Upminster-West Hampstead-Winchester-Willesden area SD
Dec 22 61306 ‘White Cliffs Christmas Circular’Victoria-Bromley South-Dover and return SD
Dec 31 90/60163 ‘The Peppercorn Phoenix’York-Newcastle-Morpeth and return CANCELLED UKR
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DATE LOCO ROUTE (note: toursmay start and finish elsewhere) PROMOTER

Dec 5 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘The Festive Jorvik Express’Worcester-Kidderminster-Tame Bridge-Cannock-Rugeley Town-Stafford-Stoke-York and return WCR
Dec 5 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘Manchester European Christmas Markets’ Skegness-Heckington-Sleaford-Grantham-Manchester and return WCR
Dec 5 1001 ‘Salisbury Two Star’Hastings-St Leonards-Battle-Tonbridge-TunbridgeWells-Redhill-Guildford-Salisbury and return HDL
Dec 5 2x57 (WCR) ‘Edinburgh Christmas Statesman’Holyhead-Bangor-Rhyl-Shotton-Frodsham-Warrington-Preston-Edinburgh and return STATE
Dec 5 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Manchester-Preston circular service BEL
Dec 5 67 ‘Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Dec 5 67 ‘The York & Durham Noel Explorer’Taunton-Weston SM-Bristol TM & Pky-Cheltenham-Bromsgrove-York-Durham-Newcastle and return PATH
Dec 8 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Glasgow area circular service BEL
Dec 8 67 ‘The Swathling Bands’Waterloo-Fawley-Swathling and return UKR
Dec 9 67 ‘The Fifth Continent’Victoria-Romney Marsh and return UKR
Dec 9 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Edinburgh-Stirling-Perth circular service BEL
Dec 9 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘The Festive Settle Scotsman’Todmorden-Sowerby Bridge-Wakefield KG-Shipley-Skipton-Hellifield-Edinburgh and return WCR
Dec 9 67 ‘Winchester at Christmas’Victoria-Winchester and return BEL
Dec 10 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Newcastle-Durham-Darlington circular service BEL
Dec 10 67 ‘Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons at Christmas’Victoria-Oxford and return BEL
Dec 11 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’York-Leeds-Doncaster circular service. BEL
Dec 11 67 ‘Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Dec 12 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Norwich-Ipswich circular service BEL
Dec 12 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘Edinburgh Christmas Special’ Bridlington-Beverley-Brough-Selby-Edinburgh and return WCR
Dec 12 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘The Festive Bath & Avon Explorer’Preston-Wigan-Swinton-Manchester Vict-Denton-Macclesfield-Stafford-Bath-Bristol and return WCR
Dec 12 2x37 (DRS) ‘The Yuletide East Yorkshireman’Swindon-Cheltenham-Kidderminster-Birmingham NS-Thorne Nth-Beverley-Bridlington-Scarborough and return PATH
Dec 12 2x57 (WCR) ‘Edinburgh Christmas Statesman’Wolverhampton-Wellington-Whitchurch-Warrington-Wigan-Edinburgh and return STATE
Dec 12 67 ‘FestiveWinchester’Cambridge-Royston-Stevenage-Welwyn Garden City-Finsbury Park-Winchester and return UKR
Dec 15 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Nottingham-Derby-Sheffield circular service BEL
Dec 15 67 ‘Canterbury Christmas Carols’Victoria-Canterbury and return BEL
Dec 16 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘The Festive Capitals Express’Barrow-Arnside-Carnforth-Lancaster-Preston-Warrington-Kensington Olympia-Victoria and return WCR
Dec 16 67 ‘Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Dec 17 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Birmingham-Coventry circular service BEL
Dec 17 67 ‘Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Dec 18 67 ‘Christmas Lunch’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Dec 18 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Crewe-Manchester-Macclesfield-Stoke circular service BEL
Dec 18 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘The Festive Settle Scotsman’Blackpool North-Preston-Blackburn-Clitheroe-Hellifield-Edinburgh and return WCR
Dec 19 2x47/57 (WCR) ‘Edinburgh Christmas Special’ St Neots-Peterborough-Newark-Doncaster-Edinburgh and return WCR
Dec 19 67 ‘Beverley at Christmas’King’s Cross-Potters Bar-Stevenage-Peterborough-Beverley and return UKR
Dec 19 2x57 (WCR) ‘Edinburgh Christmas Statesman’Cambridge-March-Peterborough-Newark-Doncaster-York-Edinburgh and return STATE
Dec 19 2x57 (DRS) ‘Christmas Lunch’Crewe-Chester-Liverpool circular service BEL
Dec 30 90+66 ‘TheWaverley’King’s Cross-Stevenage-Peterborough-Doncaster-Tweedbank and return UKR
Dec 31 67 ‘NewYear’s Eve’Victoria-Surrey Hills-Victoria BEL
Jan 2 60/08/66 ‘The Mini Tug’Bristol TM-Cheltenham-Stourbridge Jct-Birmingham NS-Cowley and return PATH

STEAM RAILTOUR LISTINGS

NON-STEAM DIARY

BEL Belmond. Tel: 0845 077 2222.
http://www.belmond.com/web/
luxury/trains.jsp
BLS Branch Line Society.
Tel: 01624 862212.
www.branchline.org.uk

HDL Hastings Diesels Limited.
Railway Depot, Bridgeway,
St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex
TN38 8AP.
Tel: 01424 812254.
www.hastingsdiesels.co.uk/
railtours

PATH Pathfinders 2006,
Stag House, Gydynap Lane,
Inchbrook,Woodchester, Glos
GL5 5EZ.
Tel: 01453 835414.
www.pathfindertours.co.uk

RTC Railway Touring Company,
14A Tuesday Market Place,
King’s Lynn PE30 1JN.

Tel: 01553 661500.
www.railwaytouringcompany.
co.uk

SD Steam Dreams, PO Box 169,
Albury, Guildford, Surrey
GU5 9YS.
Tel: 01483 209888.
www.steamdreams.com

STATE Statesman Rail,
PO Box 83, St Erth, Hayle,
Cornwall, TR27 9AD.
Tel: 0845 310 2458.
www.statesmanrail.com

UKR UK Railtours, PO Box 350,
Welwyn, Herts AL6 0WG.
Tel: 01438 715050.
www.ukrailtours.com

VINT Vintage Trains,
670Warwick Road, Tyseley,
Birmingham B11 2HL.
Tel: 0121 708 4960.
www.vintagetrains.co.uk

WCRWest Coast Railway
Company, JessonWay,
Crag Bank, Carnforth, Lancs
LA5 9UR. Tel: 0845 128 4681.
www.westcoastrailways.co.uk

BOOKING
CONTACTS

FIFTEEN locomotives on a single
railtour is the standout highlight
of GBRf’s 15th anniversary
celebrations.
The September 8-11 tour will

mark the occasion by covering
a wide geographic area of the
country, starting in London
and the South East on the first
day. That will be followed by a
day touring East Anglia, before
running overnight into Scotland.
The entirety of day three will be
spent in Scotland, before the tour
returns to the English capital.
The multi-day train will run

with Mk2 rolling stock.
Tickets in First and Standard

class have yet to go on sale as
the specifics of the tour are
still in the planning process,
although GBRf Charity Railtours
has launched a new website
(www.gbrfcharityrailtours.co.uk)
that will be regularly updated
as and when specific plans fall
into place.

SOUTHEASTERN launched its
new ‘Poppy’-liveried ‘Javelin’on
November 7.
Unit No. 395105 was unveiled

at London Victoria ahead of a
UK Railtours’ charity special,
complete with ‘LIVE ON’
emblazoned on the sides of the
power cars.
The ‘395’was coupled to

No. 395104 for the charter train
that traversed Sussex and Kent
lines through Maidstone East,
Folkestone East, Tonbridge,
TunbridgeWells, Hastings,

GBRf’s current charity of
choice is Bloodwise, formerly
known as Leukaemia &
Lymphoma Research. The
railfreight company has raised
money for good causes since
its first charter train in August
2010, and has raised more than
£50,000 this year alone.
Single-day trips are also being

planned to run in July and
August.
As reported in the September

issue, the August 9 Glasgow-
Crewe ‘Noah’s Ark’ tour
raised more than £21,000 for
Bloodwise.

GBRf plans 15 loco mega-tour British Legion
vinyls for ‘Javelin’

A Royal British Legion guard of honour stands beside No. 395105
at LondonVictoria on November 7. CHARLES BALDWIN

Eastbourne, Bexhill, Otford,
before returning to London
Bridge and terminating at
Charing Cross.

Poppy murals carried by
No. 395104, applied in 2014,
were due to be removed later in
November.
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Autumn shows its true colours at North Ferrybridge on October 17 as ‘Princess Coronation’
No. 46233 Duchess of Sutherland heads for Newcastle with a PMR Tours special. LES NIXON

The afternoon sun catches LMS-NCC‘WT’ class 2-6-4T No. 4 as it runs into Killiney station on November 1
with the second of the day’s two‘Halloween Shuttles’, operated by the Railway Preservation Society of

Ireland. The train had left Dublin Connolly at 14.22 bound for Greystones. STEPHEN WHITE
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Horse and iron horse: Thompson ‘B1’No. 61036 Mayflower accelerates away from
Northampton with the November 21 Euston-Chester ‘Cathedrals Express’. PETER R FOSTER

Unseasonably warm conditions greet Stanier 4-6-0s No. 44871 and 45407 at
Grindleford, Derbyshire, with the ‘Tin Bath’on November 1. STUART BROWN
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THE opening of the full
Midland Metro extension from
Birmingham Snow Hill to New
Street has been delayed and is
not now expected to fully open
until early next year.
However, the first part of

the 0.7 mile (1.2km) extension
to Bull Street should open on
December 6.
The delay is believed to be

Newyear opening
for New Street tram

due to overruns on completing
the Grand Central shopping
centre that sits above New
Street station, as well as the
city’s German market being
held in the run up to Christmas.
Work on the extension

began in June 2012 and was
due to finish in March this
year. It is part of a £128million
investment programme that

includes a new fleet of 20
CAF-built ‘Urbos 3’ trams
and a new depot for them at
Wednesbury, both of which
have been delivered.
Once the New Street

extension is open, work will
begin on extending the line to
Centenary Square (due 2019)
and then possibly on to Five
Ways and Edgbaston.

EDINBURGH city council
has backed plans in
principle to extend the
tram system to Newhaven.
However, construction

will only begin after a
closer look at the business
case.
The line from the

airport was due to reach
Newhaven under the
original scheme, but was
scaled back to the city
centre when construction
ground to a halt and went
over budget in 2009.
Since finally opening at

the end of May 2014, tram
patronage has been ahead
of expectations, leading
to calls to complete the
original route through to
the coast at Newhaven.
The three-mile

extension has been
costed at around
£160million, which could
be part-funded by £5m
of dividend cash from the
city-run Lothian Buses
and an additional £20m
extraordinary dividend.
The rest would be

borrowed and repaid from
expected fare revenue.

LONDON Underground
recorded its busiest day
ever on October 9, when
the network carried
4,735,000 passengers.
The last week of October

was also LU’s busiest
ever week, with a total of
28,614,000 journeys.
The daily record was

1,000 more than the
previous high set in
November 2014, but
Transport for London said
it was likely to be beaten
again in the run up to
Christmas.
The increase in numbers

is believed to be due to
economic and population
growth.
Transport for London

says the number
of journeys on the
Underground has
increased by a third since
2001, with the rate of
growth increasing in the
last five years.

Edinburgh
extension
on the cards

New passenger
high for Tube

Half of tramNo. 120, in heritage Sheffield Corporation azure blue
& cream livery, is attached to half of No. 118 inside the depot at
Nunnery, following a shunting incident that damagedboth trams.
CHRIS BOOTH

TramNo. 123 outside the depot showing off its new livery, featuring artist PeteMcKee’s characters in
the windows.MIKE HADDON

SHEFFIELD’S trams celebrated
21 years of operation on
October 25 by holding an open
day at the depot in Nunnery.
The first section of the

network, which uses a
former heavy rail trackbed to
Meadowhall, opened in March
1994, with the rest following in
stages over the next year.
The open day featured shuttle

runs through the tram wash,
and the unveiling of tram

No. 123 in a special version of
the Stagecoach livery, carrying
window decorations by local
artist Pete McKee.
Also on show was celebrity

tram No. 120, which had been
involved in an accident with No.
118 at Shalesmoor.
The two undamaged cars

from each set have since been
coupled together to make one
good tram while repairs to are
carried out.

Open day marks Supertram's 21st anniversary year

SecondplatformatWimbledon
A SECOND platform for London
Tramlink has opened at
Wimbledon’s main line station,
allowing the service frequency
to be increased by 50%.
Since the network opened

in May 2000, when it was
known as Croydon Tramlink,
theWimbledon terminus has
had to make use of a single
platform. This has increasingly
become a bottleneck as
demand for services has grown,
leading to tight turnarounds
and the potential for
introducing delays.
The new platform 10b will

mean the service frequency can
increase from eight to 12 trams
each hour from spring 2016,
when four new ‘Variobahn’
trams are due to enter service.
These were ordered from Swiss
firm Stadler Rail in August

London Tramlink ‘Variobahn’ tramNo. 2560 in the new platform
10b atWimbledon on November 2. TfL

2013, and are currently being
delivered.
During the building work,

trams from Croydon had been
terminating at Dundonald
Road, the first stop south of

Wimbledon. The line east of
Mitcham Junction has also been
doubled to increase capacity on
the route to Croydon.
The tram network has

experienced rapid growth

in passenger numbers since
it opened in 2000, from
18.5million passengers in its
first year of operation to more
than 32m in 2014/15. Demand
is predicted to hit 60m by 2030.



SpaValleyType3
reverts tomain
lineuse
CLASS 37No. 37254Driver
RobinPrinceM.B.E in InterCity
livery has been sold by its
owners to Colas Rail for a
return to themain line. It
arrived at BarrowHill by road
onNovember 4.

Class 86 LesRoss
renamed…partly
PRIVATELY preservedmain
line electric locoNo. 86259
Les Ross appearedwith
original identity – No. E3137
and name Peter Pan (as carried
10/79-10/95) – on one side
only, atTyseley’s October 24
open day,.

Anewhome for
preservedClass 58
THE only preserved Class 58 –
No. 58016 – is expected to be
moved by rail to a newbase
at UK Rail Leasing, Leicester.
It has been undergoing
long-term restorationwith the
Class 58 Locomotive Group at
BarrowHill.

Wandering‘Crompton’
visits SpaValley
MANGAPPS Railway-based
Class 33/2 No. 33202Dennis
G. Robinsonmoved to the
SpaValley Railway in
mid-November following a
fewweeks visiting the Epping
Ongar Railway. It is expected
to stay until early 2016.
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DIARY
December
2728 GCR(N), mixed
traction event
2930 Gloucs-Warks
Railway,
mixed traction event

2016
January
23 Bo’ness & Kinneil
Railway, diesel gala
23 Epping Ongar Railway,
mixed traction gala
23Mid-Norfolk Railway,
festive diesel gala

May
58 Swanage Railway,
diesel gala
1921 Severn Valley
Railway, diesel gala

SIDELINES

Classic Traction Track Record

Cotswold Type 2 stars
at South Devon gala
SOUTH Devon Railway’s
November 6-8 diesel weekend
attracted many enthusiasts
although the weather was bad
with strong winds for most of
the time, with just a few sunny
periods on Saturday afternoon.
An intensive service was run

using the home fleet, along
with Class 26 No. D5343 visiting
from the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway. It arrived
on November 3.
Owned by the Cotswold

Mainline Diesel Group, this was
believed to be the first working
appearance of the class in
Devon.
It had been hoped GWR would

be able to send a Class 57/6
for the weekend, but due to a
loco shortage, with the main
line company hiring No. 57303
to maintain the sleeping car
service, no locos were available.
SDR locos receiving attention

were on static display at
Buckfastleigh, including two
due to re-enter service in 2016
– South Devon Diesel Traction’s
Class 33 No. D6501 Sea King,
undergoing main generator

G/WR-based Sulzer Type 2 No. D5343 attended the South Devon
Railway’s end-of-season diesel gala. As well as passenger train
use it worked a demonstrationmilk train on November 6, as seen
passing Chaddaford on 6A05, the 11.53 from Bishops Bridge to
Buckfastleigh. ROBERT SHERWOOD

Repainted and repaired‘Crompton’makes debut at SpaValley
CLASS 33 No. 33063
R.J. Mitchellmade its debut
at the Spa Valley Railway on
October 23.
This followed remedial work

and a repaint after it was
withdrawn in January.
Repairs included several

cylinder heads being changed,
a complete rebuild of the
cab surrounds at both ends,
replacement of the sander on
the driver’s side No.1 end, and
bodywork attention.
Retaining triple grey livery,

it is now lettered Mainline in

place of its previous Railfreight
General decals, which had
previously replaced Trainload
Construction markings.
It is seen at Eridge station

prior to departure with the
13.15 to TunbridgeWellsWest
during the first day of the
three-day event.
No. 33063 is booked to work

the majority of ‘Santa’ specials
in December, top-and-tailing
with Hunslet ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0ST
Walkden, on hire from the Ribble
Steam Railway.
Picture: PHIL BARNES

Wheels turn at Bristol for
Dartmoor ‘Thumpers’

THE twoClass 205DEMUsbased
on theDartmoor Railwaywere
collected fromOkehamptonby
Devon&Cornwall Railways’Class
31No. 31601DevonDiesel Society
onOctober 19.Theywere hauled
to Bristol St Philip’sMarshHST
depot for tyre turning.
No. 31601, heading 5Z05,

the 12.58 fromBristol St Philip’s
Marsh, returned the two sets to
OkehamptononOctober 26.
Seen from the rear, DEMUs

No. 1118 (S60117 and S60828)
andNo. 1132 (S60150 and
S60831) pass throughCrediton,
128minutes early.
Picture: DAVIDHUNT

repairs, and Devon Diesel
Society’s Class 37 No. D6737,
being rewired and awaiting
bodywork attention and a
repaint.

10000 new-build project
still moving forward
THE project to re-create and
operate the first British main
line diesel electric locomotive
– LMS No. 10000 – has been
making some progress.
The positive news comes

despite little information
having emanated from
the Ivatt Diesel Recreation
Society following its
annual general meeting
announcement of
revitalisation (RMMay, p92),

Facebook
Despite the loss of some

important committee
members, those remaining
are using Facebook and an

updated website at
www.lms10000.org to
garner further support. The
latest development was the
inspection by engineers on
November 1 of Class 58s, put
up for sale by tender by DBS.
This followed an earlier

registration of interest by
the project to secure one of
these locos so that the main
frame can be used in the
construction.
Should the bid not be

successful, and they go for
scrap, negotiations with the
breaker are expected to take
place to secure the parts
required.

Our thanks to contributors:
Phil Barnes, Stuart Chapman,
Jason Cross/EMRPS; David Hunt,
Dave Kew/Ivatt DRS, Jonathan
Dul/T1LC
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Shildon stages

LOCOMOTION, Shildon has
marked the 60th anniversary
of the EE prototype DP1Deltic
entering service on October 24,
1955 (RMOctober, p99).
The special commemorative

event took place on October
24-25.
The prototype, in its distinctive

light blue livery, returned by road

from its loan period at the Ribble
Steam Railway onOctober 22.
Three production locos

attended the event with the
National Collection’s own
Class 55, No. 55002 The King’s
OwnYorkshire Light Infantry,
collecting the Deltic Preservation
Society’s No. 55019 Royal
Highland Fusilier from Barrow

Hill, running as 0Z69 viaYork, also
on October 22. From there, the
DPS’s No. D9009Alycidonwas
collected from display at the NRM
following cleaning, with all three
then going on to Shildon.
Deltic is seen posed outside the

museumbuilding at Shildon on
October 24, with Nos. 55019 and
55002. Picture: NIGEL COCKBURN

A return to blue for Alycidon
THE Deltic Preservation Society’s
main line-registered Class 55
No. D9009 Alycidon is to be
repainted in BR blue during the
winter.
The work, being carried out by

RVEL at Derby, is thanks to DPS
member Neil Mewes, of Avocet
Travel Management, who is
kindly sponsoring the bulk of
the cost.
The repainting involves

a two-pack application for
durability.
It will carry TOPS number

55009, and will be completed
for the society’s AGM at the
NRM, York next March, when
it will be displayed on the
turntable.

Following repainting, various
modifications will be made to
apply the famed Finsbury Park
trademark – white cab window
surrounds.
DPS chairman Murray

Brown said: “We are most
grateful to Neil for this
generosity as it will allow a
sizeable expenditure to be
spent elsewhere, notably on
returning No. D9015 Tulyar to
operational use.
“We have just authorised

£150,000 on overhauling
traction motors, bogies and
providing a new set of tyres for
Tulyar. This loco will emerge
from the DPS depot at Barrow
Hill in two-tone green.”

CLASS 35 No. D7029, owned
by the Diesel Traction Group,
was on static display during
the Severn Valley Railway’s
annual diesel gala
(RM November, p103). It is
seen here at Kidderminster
station on October 2.
On occasions, it was

possible to see two ‘Hymeks’
together when No. D7076,
visiting from the East
Lancashire Railway, arrived
with a train on the opposite
platform.
No. D7029 has not been

in the public eye since it
last operated in 1987 on
the North Yorkshire Moors
Railway. Its final working
was the 19.30 Pickering-
Grosmont Pullman train on
July 23. It was then placed in

store until moved to the SVR
for further storage, arriving
on March 26, 1996.
FromMay 2000 until

August 2005 it took up
residence at Old Oak
Common depot, where
some work was undertaken.
Disposal was being
suggested at one time,
perhaps even dismantling
for parts for the other
three surviving ‘Hymeks
(Nos. D7017 and D7018 on
theWSR, and D7076 ELR),
but some DTGmembers
were not prepared to let
this happen. Restoration has
been on-going since return
to Kidderminster, but no
completion date has been
predicted.
Picture: ANDREW ROYLE

THE Middleton Railway’s (MR)
unique four-wheel railbus has
been repainted in BR dark green
and its number amended to DB
998901 (from RDB998901).
It is seen at Moor Road on

October 17.
OLIVe, as it is known, left

the MR in May, going to the
Vintage Carriages Trust works at
Ingrow on the Keighley &Worth
Valley. The bodywork received
attention at the works, with
corroded parts cut away and
replaced.
The previous red & blue livery,

carried since 2008, was that of
the Dynamics Group, Research
& Development Division, Derby;
it has also lost its large Drewry
Car name.
It was built by Baguley

(No. 2268) on behalf of Drewry
Car Co, and was ordered by

the LNER in 1947 for use as an
overhead line inspection vehicle
(hence its nickname OLIVe) for
the electrifiedWoodhead route.
It was not delivered until 1950
and was then diverted by BR
to Ilford for use on the Great
Eastern electrification scheme.
The railbus passed to the

Research Department, Derby in
the early 1970s for maintenance
of the overhead lines at the Old
Dalby test track.
Bought by the EM2

Locomotive Society, it was
moved to the Middleton in
November 1997, where it has
been fitted out and passed for
use as a passenger vehicle.
Powered by a Gardner

4LW 68hp engine, its limited
capacity confines use to quieter
days and special events.
Picture: PETER NICHOLSON

Middleton four-wheel
Drewry railbus repainted

Severn Valley’s ‘Hymek’
comes out of hiding

‘Polar Express’
traction
despatched
BOTH theWeardale and
Dartmoor railways are
running‘Polar Express’,
US-style Christmas trains.
December dates for
Dartmoor are 4-6, 10-13,
15-23 and 27-28, and for
Weardale: 1-6, 8-23 and
27-28.
Classic traction is used

with two Class 47s sent from
the Crewe Heritage Centre
to theWeardale in early
November. No. 47712 Lady
Diana Spencer, in superbly
restored ScotRail livery, and
No. 47192 in BR two-tone
green, were conveyed by rail
to Derby.
The journey to

Wolsingham continued
on November 8-9, including
stock collected from the
Mid-Norfolk Railway, all by
BARS Class 56 No. 56303.
DCR Class 31 No. 31601

hauled 5Z31, a convoy of
locos, from Chaddesdon
Sidings to Okehampton on
November 14, for use on
Dartmoor Railway trains.
The consist was Class 45
No. 45060 Sherwood Forester
from Barrow Hill, Class 33
No. 33103 Swordfish and
Class 47 No. 47701 from
Nemesis Rail, Burton-upon-
Trent, and twoMk2 coaches
– Nos. 6059 and 5647.

Steelworks tour dates
announced for early 2016
THE Appleby-Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
is running its unique tours
around the TATA steelworks
at Scunthorpe on January 9,
February 6, March 5 and April 2.
These are all diesel-hauled

brakevan tours of this huge
complex.
Bookings need to be made

by email through brigg.tic@
northlincs.gov.uk, or telephone
01652 657053.
It is TATA Steel’s policy that no

photography is allowed on the
site except at the AFRPS loco
shed and the railway platform.
As the tour includes walking

around the society’s engine
shed sturdy footwear is
advised.
Despite speculation by many

ill-informed commentators,
there is no ‘fear of closure’ of
this huge steelworks, although
there are some job losses taking
place due to the shutting of the
plate mill and coke oven.

WSR announces diesel engineman course dates
THEWest Somerset Railway,
in partnershipwith theDiesel
& Electric Preservation Group
(DEPG), is offering a one-day
course to drive a heritage diesel
loco.

The dates for the courses are:
April 2 and 16,May 7/21, June
4/25, July 9, September 17 and,
October 1/22.
Bookings can bemade to help

secure a place, of which there are

four on each coursewith some
sold already. The price per person
is £295. Guided by an experienced
DEPGdriver, a former BR goods
brakevanwill be hauled along
the line.

Diamond Deltic event
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SVR stages the last double
thump... for the time being
THE SpaValley Railway’s autumn
diesel gala saw the last day of
multipleworking of ex-Southern
RegionDEMUs anywhere – for
the foreseeable future. Class 205
No. 1133 returned to the Lavender

Line immediately after the event.
Pairedwith resident Class 207
No. 1317, the couple pass Pokehill,
forming the 14.00TunbridgeWells
West–Groombridge onOctober
25. Picture: DAVID STAINES

Trials and tribulations of a night-shoot charter
CLASS 25No. D5185was posed
with restored freight stock by
the impressive Swithland Sidings
signalbox on the Great Central
Railway on the night of
November 6.
The event was staged by

the East Midlands Railway
Photographic Society (EMRPS).
The amount ofwork required

to set up such a scene is probably
not often appreciated by those
viewing the final results. Organiser
Jason Cross arrived at Swithland
Yard earlier that afternoon to set
up the lights before it got dark.

The equipment had to be
carried from the nearest road
access point up into the yard and
then set up, all in the pouring
rain. Aswell as getting soaked
his glasses steamed upmaking it
difficult to see.
Fortunately, by the time of the

photo session, the sky had cleared
and the stars had come out. But
by then it had been learned that
the loco chosen for the event had
failed. Class 31 No. D5830was on
hand and put in an appearance
instead, andwas able to tow the
train of assorted goodswagons,

including‘Windcutter’mineral
wagons, alongwith the hoped-for
Class 25No. D5185.
The photographerswho

supported the event are thanked
as are the train crew and
signalman, aswell as thosewho
helped carry the lights back down
the yard afterwards.
The EMRPS organises photo

events,mostly featuring
preserved railways and diesel
traction. Details of the society and
future charters can be found on
websitewww.emrps.co.uk.
Picture: LAURENCE SLY

Final running day for EWS
Type 2 at ColneValley
CLASS 31 No. 31255 had
its final booked runs in
preservation on the
Colne Valley Railway, on
October 25. The EWS-liveried
locomotive has been sold
to HN Rail for a return to the
main line (RM November,

p100), and was due to leave
the railway in November.
No. 31255 is seen
waiting to depart
Castle Hedingham station
at 12.50 with the railway’s
Pullman dining train.
Picture: STUART CHAPMAN

Border Union Railway
extends northwards

THE success of the Borders
Railway opening from
Edinburgh to Tweedbank in
September has created interest
in the rest of theWaverley route
to Carlisle.
The operational section of

demonstration track on the old
Waverley Route, which heads
north and south fromWhitrope
Heritage Centre, is operated by
theWaverley Route Heritage
Association’s wholly owned

subsidiary, the Border Union
Railway Company.
The current running length

is quite short, but over the
winter, track previously re-laid
towardsWhitrope tunnel will be
upgraded, increasing the length
of passenger operations.
The first section of track was

laid in 2005, with the inaugural
trains running on July 1, 2012,
150 years after of the original
opening of theWaverley Route.

The opening ceremony was
performed by Madge Elliot
of Hawick, the well-known
stalwart campaigner for
both retention and eventual
reinstatement of the whole line,
together with local MSP
John Lamont.
The heritage railway is

now closed until the 2016
season when trains will run on
Sundays, on the hour between
10.00 and 16.00.

While the campaign for Borders Rail aims to restore the full length of the Waverley route, it is likely
to be a quite long while before trains from Whitrope can reach Upminster, Essex, as seen on the
destination board of the railbus! With driver Andy Hadwin at the controls, prototype BRE-Leyland
Railbus No. RB004 heads away from Whitrope in the direction of Riccarton Junction on October 18,
the last day of the season. PICTURE: STUART CHAPMAN

Help needed as GCR
Type 4 repair costs rise
GREAT Central Railway-based
TypeOne Locomotive Co Ltd
(T1LC) is appealing for people
to helpwith repair costs for its
preserved Class 47 –No. D1705
SparrowHawk –which is
exceeding the original budget of
£35,000.
The BrushType 4 left

Loughborough inMarch 2015 for
attention to its leaking roof and a
repaint at Boden Rail Engineering
Ltd (BREL),WashwoodHeath. It
soon became apparent the roof
was in far worse condition than
realised,with repairs to the engine
room roof, silencer and header
tank nowhaving consumedmore
than 450working hours up to the
end of September. It is estimated
a further £15-£20,000 is required
to rectify the boiler compartment
roof, re-plate corroded sections of
bodywork, and repaint the loco in
BR blue as No. 1705.
T1LC spokesman JonathanDul

said:“The sheer amount ofwork
undertaken on the engine room

roof alone proves that sending
D1705 out forworks attention
was the right decision, but having
started the project, we owe it to
the loco to finish the job to as
high a standard aswe can afford.”
He continued:“Neil Boden and

his teamat BREL have done a
fantastic job andwe can’t thank
themenough for their efforts so
far.We are appealing for Class 47
enthusiasts to come forward and
support this project, either by
buying shares ormaking a
donation. Neil has generously
agreed to keepD1705 under
cover until we have raised the
required funds.”
TheT1LC can be contacted via

Facebook at: www.facebook.
com/groups/typeoneloco/ or
by emailing Jonathan at jld@
gmx.co.uk. T1LC is the owner of
preserved diesel locomotives
Nos. D8098 (EETypeOne), D5830
(BrushType 2), andD1705 (Brush
Type 4), all based at the GCR,
Loughborough.
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Miniature Track Record

NRM’s new lineopens...
but it’s not dual gauge
THE revampedminiature railway
at theNational RailwayMuseum,
York officially opened on July 22.
It is not dual gauge as originally

announced, but 7¼in only. The
total run is about 800 yards, the
track going round and round itself
with each ride giving two circuits
of the site.
The complex track layout is

locatedwithin the SouthYard
site and replaces one of the
walkways,meaning there is
nowno pedestrian access to the
museum’s sidings at this point.
The railway is laid on a large

sea of ballast with a couple of
standard gauge items displayed
on isolated lengths of trackwithin
the circuits. These are former
Southern Railway‘Walrus’bogie
wagonNo. 62041, previously
at the KWVR, and an ex-North
Eastern Railway 25-ton steam
breakdown crane of 1907.

A newMardyke Bo-BoDHwith a Kubota engine was delivered to York shortly after the July opening.
Finished in Royal Train claret it is seen here on September 25 with its number, 47798, and Prince
William nameplates yet to be applied. PETER NICHOLSON

KNOW YOUR LINES: No. 45 Hastings Miniature Railway

Originally an all-steam line, the
current loco fleet is a varied
collection of diesels, including
steam-outline. Steam locos
occasionally visit the railway
such as StuartMadgin’s
0-4-2WTT EdmundHannay
(David King, 1972), currently
in regular use and staying
until the end of the year at
least. It is seen at Rock-a-Nore
onOctober 10, with Hastings’
distinctive tall, black fishing
net sheds behind.
PICTURE: KEVIN BOORMAN

Gauge: 10¼in
Location: Rock-a-Nore, Hastings Old Town, East Sussex TN34 3DW
OS ref: TQ827094
Operator: D Radcliffe
Running days: All year, daily spring half-term to autumn half-term
and school holidays; weekends in winter, all weather-permitting.
Mobile: 07773 645 228
Website:www.hastingsminiaturerailway.co.uk
Email: rvmengineering@aol.com

Opened in 1948 on the seafront, this is perhaps one of Britain’s
best-knownminiature railways. It runs for about 600 yards from its
HQ at Rock-a-Nore station – which has a ticket office, model railway,
engine shed, workshops, carriage shed and turntable – to the
western terminus at Marine Parade station.

Landscapingwithmore plants
was due to start in November.
The earlier operational locos

–No. 55002 TheKing’sOwn
Yorkshire Light Infantry (Mardyke
2011, C-CDH, and John (Knightly
1995 of 1997, 6wPH) and stock

have been augmentedwith a
new loco and further, four-seater
coaches.
Withmuseumadmission free

the track is seen as a source of
income,with fares set at £2.50 for
a ride, and £8 for a family of four.

Tickets are available from a new
booking office by the railway.
Two new stock sheds have been

built and provision is beingmade
to accept visiting locos, including
a hydraulic lift to assist with access
from and to road vehicles.

New company buys Rudyard Lake Railway
THE 10¼in-gauge Rudyard Lake
Railwaywas put up for sale last
year, pending the retirement of
current owners, Mike and Eileen
Hanson.
And a contract has nowbeen

signed for the sale of the railway
andmost of the rolling stock to

Leek & Rudyard Railway. This is to
be completed in late December.
The new companywill start

operations in January.
The current operators retain

ownership of two steam locos,
three carriages and a brakevan,
whichwill be loaned to the new

company for the first two years.
Simon Clark, the sole director of

the new company, acquired the
assets of the Isle ofMull Railway
when it closed in 2011. He sought
an alternative site, butwithout
success, so this is amerger of the
two railways.

Cattle Country line closes
permanently after accident
THE 800-yard, 10¼in-gauge line
at Cattle Country Adventure Park,
Berkeley, Gloucestershire, has
closeddown.
The line suffered derailment of

a carriage onAugust 17,which
rolled down into a ditch, landing
almost on its roof.
Therewere no serious injuries,

but threewomen, aged 30-50,
were taken to hospital for
treatment of cuts andbruises,
Investigation byHealth& Safety

Eexcutive could not find any cause
for the accident. In viewof this it

was considered therewas nothing
to bedone to stop it happening
again, so itwas decided to close
the railway permanently.
The routewill be used as a

walkway around the farm in
future.
The railway, opened in 2005, by

JoeNemeth as the Berkeley Light
Railway,which held several galas
with visiting steam locos.
The linewas taken over by the

park in 2007 andoperatedwith a
0-6-2DH, rebuilt in-house froma
loco supplied by Joe.

Milton Keynes runs 35-hour
Trainathon forTV fundraiser
A CHARITY event held at the
7¼in-gauge Milton Keynes
Light Railway (also known as
Caldecotte Miniature Railway),
Caldecotte Lake, Milton Keynes,
on September 5-6, raised more
than £500 for Children in Need.
To mark the charity’s 35th

anniversary, trains ran non-stop
for 35 hours, completing 35
laps each hour, including public
trains each day.
The first train was flagged

off by Keith McLean, Mayor of
Milton Keynes, accompanied

by Pudsey. Scaled up, the total
distance covered on the
half-mile track was slightly more
than from London Euston to
Thurso.
The two locos seen here at the

start of the event are 0-6-0TT
WB 9Waldenburg on the left
with the mayor at the controls,
and ‘Romulus’-type 0-4-0 Sylvia.
The railway runs every

Saturday and Sunday, April to
October and Bank Holidays,
weather permitting.
Pictures: PHIL MARSH

Trains return
to Southwold
Railway
TRAINS ran at the Southwold
Railway during open days on
July 11-12.
In fact, two railwayswere

operated, albeit portable
miniature lines. A 5in-gauge line
had an 0-4-0T steam loco
and the otherwas SeanHunter’s
7¼in-gauge line.
This saw 4wBE diesel-outline

shunter Tom in operationwith
two carriages.
It is seen backing down the

snaking track laid on the old
Southwold Railway trackbed,
providing the first passenger
trains on this route since 1929.
Picture: SEANHUNTER
The Southwold RailwayTrust

is continuing its battlewith local
authorities to be able to lay
3ft-gauge track on the short
length of trackbed it owns at
Wenhaston, Suffolk.
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Narrow Gauge Track Record

Aberystwyth overhaul
for Talyllyn’s Sir Haydn
THEVale of Rheidol Railway has
been contracted to overhaul
Talyllyn Railway’s Hughes 0-4-2ST
No. 3 SirHaydn.
Out of ticket since summer

2012, SirHaydnmadepromotional
appearances at several heritage
lines – including a spell in SVR’s
Highley‘EngineHouse’– before
returning toTywynon February
28. Although itwas assumed
No. 3would be overhauled atTR’s

Pendreworks, SirHaydn remained
intact tomake a final public
appearance duringTR’s 150th Party
event (July 3-5).
TR has adopted a newpolicy of

sending locomotives and stock
to specialistworkshops formajor
overhauls.This follows themove
to‘out-source’repairs to Fletcher,
Jennings 0-4-2STNo. 1
Talyllyn to Ffestiniog Railway’s
Boston Lodgeworks in 2013.

Staff atTywynwill concentrate
on routinemaintenance andnew
developments.
VoR’s newworks facility at

Aberystwyth recently completed
major restorations ofVoR’s
ex-PenrhynHunslet 0-4-0ST
Margaret andPhilMason’s
Kerr, Stuart‘Sirdar’class 0-4-0T
Diana (RMNovember), and is
overhauling resident 2-6-2TNo. 7
OwainGlyndŵr.

SirHaydn arrived at Aberystwyth
onOctober 22.The initial phase
of a staged overhaulwill assess
preciselywhatwork needs to
bedonewith a view toNo. 3
returning to service by spring
2018.
ATR appeal has already raised

£30,000, but howmuchmorewill
be neededwill only be established
following full examination of the
chassis andboiler.

VictorianWeekend completes FR main season
THE Ffestiniog Railway’s October
9-11VictorianWeekend featured
vintage trainsworked by FR’s
traditional outline locos, while
Hunslet 2-4-0STTs Linda and
Blancheworked‘conventional’
service trains. The timetable
included gravity slate trains and
operation of‘Spooner’s Boat’.
Staff and supporters inVictorian

costume featured extensively,
while Gerald Dickens – great-
great-grandson of Charles Dickens
–made special appearances at
Tan-y-Bwlch and Porthmadog.

Double Fairlie David Lloyd George hauls a train of slate wagons
away fromTan-y-Bwlch station on October 9 during Ffestiniog
Railway’s VintageWeekend. The wagons would subsequently
return by gravity. JON POTTER

Tourskamakes Toddington debut
POLISHBUILT 2ft-gauge
Chrzanow LAS 3512/1957
Tourska featured at North
Gloucestershire Railway’s (NGR)
October 3-4 ‘end-of-season
steam up’.
It is expected to remain at the

NGR for a year.
Also steamed for the 2015

event were Henschel & Sohn
0-8-0T‘Brigadelok’ (14968/1917)
and Arn. Jung 0-4-0WT Justine.
Although NGR’s Hunslet 0-4-2T
Chakaskraal No. 6 has returned

to operation, after being out of
action since July 2006, it did not
run during the end-of-season
event since lining was about to
be applied to its new paintwork.
This has now been completed.
Privately owned Henschel

& Sohn 0-8-0T ‘Brigadelok’
(14968/1917) ex-Sena Sugar
Estates No. 15 was not present,
having left the line following its
sale to a Belgian owner.
It had been at NGR since

2012
Chrzanow LAS 3512/1957 Tourska in action at
North Gloucestershire Railway on October 4.MALCOLM RANIERI

Exmoor Associates buys further
sections of L&B trackbed
EXMOOR Associates has bought
two more strips of land on the
former Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway route.
A September purchase covers

1,105 yards of trackbed (3.08
acres in area) in the vicinity of
Loxhore. However, the trackbed
bought is not continuous,
comprising 829 yards from
ChelfhamWoods (abutting
trackbed owned by Lynton
& Barnstaple Railway Trust at
Chelfham) past Loxhore Cross
up to bridge 23, and a further
276 yards beyond the site of a
quarry up to Bratton Cross Road
Bridge (L&BR bridge 24).
The short section of trackbed

alongside the now-overgrown

quarry site at bridge 23 remains
in private ownership.
A second purchase in October

involves an estimated 407
yards of trackbed between
Collard Bridge (bridge 18) and
Northleigh Bridge (bridge 19).
This heavily overgrown length
provides a link between two
other sections of trackbed
already owned by Exmoor
Associates, bridge 17 to bridge
18 (187yd) and the Northleigh
Plantation trackbeds (517yd).
Exmoor Associates is a private

limited company which is
buying land on the route of the
former L&BR, with the aim of
ensuring the trackbed will be
available for future railway use.

Lynton & Barnstaple new
station project confirmed
DEVON'S Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway has confirmed it
will build a new station at
Blackmoor Gate, next to the
original, providing the purchase
of The Old Station House Inn
goes ahead (RM July). The inn
is located in the former L&B
Blackmoor station building.
As previously reported, the

proposed purchase of the
site envisages the pub and
restaurant business remaining,
with the planned line to
Wistlandpound rebuilt lower
down the slope, north of the
original station.
Building a new station near

the original replaces earlier

plans to construct a station
north of the crossroads, next to
the projected locomotive and
carriage sheds at Blackmoor
Gate.
L&B Blackmoor Company

plc has now been formed by
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
Trust to progress the purchase
and running of The Old Station
House Inn.
For details of the forthcoming

share issue see:
www.lynton-rail.co.uk.
Planning applications covering

L&B extension ambitions are
ready for submission to North
Devon Council and Exmoor
National Park.

Extra power
for Glyn Valley
RELOCATION of a main
33kV cable near Levers
Bridge (a.k.a. Matchbox
Bridge) by Scottish Power/
Manweb will enable the
revival of around 1.2 miles
of Glyn Valley Tramway
beyond Ty Ririd cutting
through BaddiesWood to
Pontfaen.
Completion of the work,

undertaken at no cost to
Glyn Valley Tramway Trust
(GVTT), was celebrated by
an October 9 official
handover of the
engineering site to
Coun Barbara Roxburgh,
Mayor ofWrexham, who
received it on behalf of
GVTT, which has planning
permission to rebuild the 2ft
4½in-gauge line between
Chirk and Pontfaen.
Resolution of the power

cable issue clears the way
to removing trees between
Levers Bridge and the
B4500, a task hopefully to
be completed by spring
2016.

Talyllyn runs
special train
in memory of
David Black
TALYLLYN Railway 0-4-0WT
No. 2 Dolgochworked a
special train to celebrate
the life of David Black on
September 21, the day of
his funeral.
David had died the

previous week.
The special carried a

tribute of black ribbons
attached to No. 2’s lamp.
It ran to Quarry and back,
having been added to the
end-of-the-day’s services.
David’s career included

spells working at
Fairbourne, Bala Lake and
Ffestiniog railways, and
lecturing in engineering
and design at Dolgellau
College.
Latterly, he was an

engineering contractor for
Talyllyn Railway, rebuilding
Barclay 0-4-0WT No. 6
Douglas during its last
overhaul, and undertaking
much work on No. 2
Dolgoch.

Numbers for theweekendwere
up from the 2014 event.
George England 0-4-0STT

Palmerston returned to traffic
in a new (as-yet unlined) red
livery. Double FairlieMerddin
Emrys, dating from1879, did not
feature, having beenwithdrawn
on September 14 at the end
of its boiler ticket. Its overhaul,
scheduled for completion
inMarch, will include new
smokeboxes and chimneys,
togetherwith re-tubing and
general attention.
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SINGLE LINESDIARY
nTALYLLYNRailway has
sold Ruston&Hornsby
476108/1964No. 8
Merseysider. It wasmodified
over the years byTR from its
original form, andhas been
sold to an enthusiastwho
intends to restore it to original
appearance. No. 8 is surplus to
TRneeds nowex-RNAD
Trecwn99hpBaguley
Drewry diesels No. 11 Trecwn
(3764/1983) andNo. 12
St. Cadfan (3779/1983) are
available for service.
nHYDRAULICALLY tested
boilers for Chris Grimes’
Avonside 0-4-0T Sezela
No. 4 and LeightonBuzzard
Railway’s AndrewBarclay
0-6-0TDoll andKerr, Stuart
‘Wren’0-4-0ST Pixie returned
to LBR in earlyOctober.They
hadbeen at Locomotive
Maintenance Services in
Loughborough for overhaul,
their return to LBRbeing
organised in conjunctionwith
despatch of the boiler from
GreensandRailwayMuseum
Trust’s Baldwin 4-6-0TWDLR
No. 778 to LMS.
nTHECorris Railway has
raised sufficientmoney to
have the solid centres for
the four drivingwheels of its
new-build 0-4-2ST‘Falcon’
No. 10 cast.The loco is a 21st
century update of the original
Corris locosNos. 1-3.The next
phase of construction at Alan
Keef Ltd ismachining the
axleboxes andbearings and
supplying and fitting springs.
Donations canbemade via
www.corris.co.uk or posted to
Corris Railway, 38Underwood
Close, CallowHill, Redditch
B97 5YS.
nWELSHPOOL&Llanfair
Light Railway is looking at the
feasibility of developments
at Llanfair Caereinion
focusing on anewvisitor
centre building.The visitor
attractionwould include a
rail-connectedmuseum (thus
increasing rail vehicle storage
accommodation) onpart of
the site currently utilised by
theworkshop.Works facilities
would be relocated toTanllan.
Heritage buildings at Llanfair
would be retained.
n RESTORATIONofHudson
Go-Go tractor 38384/1929
has been completed.The
vehicle is ownedby Leighton
Buzzard Railway and leased to
Adrian Shooter. Its unveiling
atMr Shooter’s Beeches Light
Railway includedhauling
his new replicaMaharajah’s
coach.
n PHILMason’s Kerr, Stuart
‘Sirdar’class 0-4-0TDiana
hasmoved to Bala Lake
Railway.Themove came
after its public debut in
steamatVale of Rheidol
Railway’s September 26-27
steam festival, following
restoration (RMNovember).
Diana is expected to enter
service in 2016 after clearance
adjustments to platforms at
Llanuwchllyn.

2016
February
20 NG SouthWest
exhibition, Shepton Mallet,
Somerset

March
5 NG North exhibition,
Pudsey,West Yorkshire

April
9 Statfold Barn Railway,
invitation open day

May
9 Pallot Museum, annual
NG running day
13-15 Moseley Railway
Trust (AVLR), Tracks to the
Trenches
14-15Westonzoyland
Pumping Station, Steam on
the Levels

Seven locos in action for B&WLR gala
HUNSLET 0-4-0ST Lady Joan,
Fowler 0-6-0WT Limpopo, O&K
0-4-0WT Eigiau, Bagnall 0-4-0ST
Armistice and (briefly before
emergence of amechanical
issue) Decauville 0-4-2ST Victory,
were in steam for Bredgar
&Wormshill Light Railway’s
(B&WLR) November 1
end-of-season steam gala.
Internal combustion also

featuredwith Baguley Drewry
4wDMNo. 6 Bredgar andMotor
Rail Simplex 9869/1953 No. 12
Bicknorworking periodic
demonstration freight trains.
All steam locos in action on

November 1, plus Fowler 0-4-2T
Zambesi, Arn. Jung 0-6-0WT
Katie, and O&K 0-4-0WTHelga
are expected to be in ticket and
available for service in 2016
followingwinter work.
The only 2ft-gauge B&WLR

steam loco unlikely to run next
year will be Schwartzkopf
0-4-0WT Bronhilde, which awaits
resolution of boiler problems.
Restoration of one of the

20hp Simplex diesels acquired
from the Bolton Fell Mill peat
operation in Cumbria last year is
well advanced, with new tyres
fitted and extensive attention

given to the engine. The style
of bodywork to be fitted awaits
determination.
The other Simplex, currently

stored, is likely to retain its Bolton
Fell Mill appearance.
MoD freight stock acquired

from Eastriggs (RM June) was
displayed, somewagons having
been sold on. The five Andrew
Barclay 0-4-0DMs also bought
fromMoD – NG50 (719/1987),
NG51 (720/1987), NG52
(721/1987), NG53 (764/1988) and
NG54 (765/1988) – are all for sale.
In excellent condition, B&WLR

says they will not be cheap!

O&K 0-4-0WT
Eigiau (ex-Penrhyn
slate quarry)
steams over the
‘Swanton Street’
road crossing
past Hunslet
0-4-0ST Lady Joan
(ex-Dinorwic)
at Bredgar &
Wormshill LR on
November 1. After
a short period of
sun, fog rolled in
just after this train
passed, effectively
curtailing
photographic
activity for the rest
of an otherwise
enjoyable day!
CLIFF THOMAS

Unique wagon storage
shed erected at Ffestiniog
THE steel frame for the‘Waggon
Tracks’shed atMinffordd, on
the Ffestiniog Railway (FR), was
erected in early October.
It will house restored historic

wagons, but principally slate
wagons. Construction of the
£120,000 building fulfils a key
objective of the Ffestiniog Railway
Heritage Group’sWaggonTracks
Project appeal (RMAugust 2011).
The 90metre-longWaggon

Tracks building, featuring five
roads and nearly half a kilometre
of track, will accommodate
FR’s entire collection of 220
19th century goods vehicles. This
collection includes 60 restored
wagons, with the aimbeing to
raise this total to 120 ,allowing
re-creation of gravity slate trains

of the same length as operated in
FR’s heyday.
FR believes the shed is the first

building to be constructed on this
scale in UK railway preservation
for the storage ofwagons rather
than locomotives or carriages.
Track leading into the shed

will bematerial-lifted during
reconstruction of Harbour station.
The‘Bobby Box’erected beside
the ground frame at Harbour
station in 2009, and displaced
during station reconstruction,
has been relocated to near the
Minffordd yard entrance,
re-creating a piece of FR heritage.
The location of such a hut

was discovered in a photograph
dating from the turn of the
19th century.

New station building and
coach for 'Hanworth Loop'
HAMPTON & Kempton
Waterworks Railway has
erected a new log cabin-type
ticket office/shop to serve its
‘Hanworth Loop’ running line.
The building will be officially

opened next spring.
The railway’s second coach

has entered service. Originating
from a vehicle bought from
Devon Railway Centre, the
four-wheel, 12-seat vehicle
is known as the ‘Small Devon
Coach’, as opposed to the line’s
bogie ‘Large Devon Coach’.
Earlier this year the curve into

the station was eased and the
platform extended by 10 metres
in anticipation of the second
coach entering service.
Reconstruction of the

new vehicle was assisted
by a £1,000 grant fromThe
Heathrow Community Fund,
representatives of which were
present at the September 26
commissioning ceremony.
The vehicle entered service in

the nick of time, the following
day was H&KWR’s busiest ever
with passenger accommodation
at a premium!

WICKHAM two-car unitWD904 departs Brockham station on
October 11 during Amberley Museum’s Industrial Trains Day. This
1943-built unit, formerly of MoD Eastriggs in Scotland, rarely runs
in this configuration since trailer car No. 3404 (leading) has been
converted to work as a push/pull trailer with Amberley’s BEV 4998.
The JAPV-twin-engined power trolley No. 3403 is providing the
propulsion in this formation, but without passengers aboard since
it has a longitudinal seat and no side security chains to ensure
passenger safety. Note the unusual signal in operation for this
movement. PHIL BARNES

W&L gala effort pays off
WELSHPOOL & Llanfair Light
Railway’s efforts to radically
raise the profile of its 2015
gala (RM October) has paid
off financially.
Gross revenue was up

about 27% compared with
the 2014 event. Although
additional costs were
incurred, visitor numbers
responded.
The extra financial burden

came mainly through
bringing Statfold Barn
Railway’s O&K 0-4-4-0T

Mallet Pakis Baru No. 5 to
the event, and the related
promotional ‘tour’of Barclay
0-4-0T Dougal to Shrewsbury
Steam Rally, plus increased
advertising.
Packed trains handled

more than 2,700 passenger
journeys during the two
days, with the net gala profit
greater than last year.
In addition to ticket sales

and related income the line’s
reputation received a big
boost.

BAGNALL 0-6-2T Superb and
Kerr, Stuart 0-4-2ST Leaderwere
in steam for Sittingbourne
& Kemsley Light Railway’s
September 26-27 gala weekend.
Kerr, Stuart 0-4-2STMelior is
receiving a bottom-end overhaul
and could be in traffic for 2016.
Kerr, Stuart 0-4-2ST Premier is
undergoing heavy overhaul
with the boiler at North Norfolk
Railway’sWeybourne works.

Superbweekend
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The Ffestiniog Railway’s newly repainted George England 0-4-0STT Palmerston pilots sister locomotive Prince on a train of empty slate wagons,
near Campbell’s Platform, during a 30742 Charters event on November 1. PHIL JONES

It may only date from 1992, but the Ffestiniog Railway’s Double Fairlie
David Lloyd George looks every inch the veteran as it catches the glint during a
run across the Cob with the vintage train on November 1. JOHN HILLIER
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A taste of quarrying at Penrhyn as the Ffestiniog Railway’s
resident Quarry Hunslet 0-4-0ST HughNapier joins visiting
Winifred for a spot of slate wagon shunting at Glan-y-Pwll yard
on November 1. ROBIN STEWARTSMITH

On November 2 it was the turn of one of the FR’s two ‘Penrhyn Ladies’ – Hunslet 2-4-0STT Linda – to have a run out on the vintage set. In glorious sunshine the
ever-popular locomotive rounds Whistling Curve, near Tan-y-Bwlch. ROBIN STEWART-SMITH
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More than 1,000 new
locos for South Africa
SOUTH AFRICAN freight operator
Transnet is introducing more than
1,000 new electric and diesel
locomotives of several types.

The first of an eventual 100
Class 21E Bo-Bo 3kV 100km/h
dual-voltage (3KV DC/25kV AC)
electric locos being built by
Chinese manufacturer CRCC, at
the Zhuzhou Electric Locomotive
Company plant, was finished in
September 2014.

Forty of the locos will be made
in China and the remaining 60 in
South Africa.

The 21E design is an improved
and heavier version of the
20E design, also made in both
Zhuzhou and South Africa (RM
Sept 2015, p119), which itself
followed 110 Japanese-designed,
but South African-built, type 19E
locos delivered from 2008. These,
the 20E and the 26-tonne axle
load Class 21E are also designed
for use on the Coalink line from
Ermelo to Richards Bay line
and other routes serving mines
around Ermelo.

Unlike these locos all the
others on order for delivery to
Transnet in the next few years
are six-axle Co-Co designs. The
six-axle arrangement is being
adopted to both increase power
available per loco and to reduce
axle weight to no more than 22
tonnes.

The first of the 359 Class 22E
electric locos on order from CRCC
has now been delivered and is
on test in South Africa.

The locos are being built at the
Transnet works in Koedoespoort
(Pretoria), where Transnet and
CRCC have established a joint
venture. The 22E design is also
dual voltage and is the most
powerful single-unit electric loco
in South Africa, with a rating of
4,500kW.

Bombardier also has an order
for 240 3,800kW Class 23E ‘Traxx
Africa’ locos. The first of these,
based on‘Traxx’ locos in use in
Europe, are being built in the
Transnet works in Durban and
will be delivered in 2016; all of

the order will be built in South
Africa.

Transnet is also buying new
diesel locos, with the first of
233 Class 44D locos being built
at Koedoespoort works under
license from US manufacturer GE
in early 2015. The 4,200hp locos
– designated ES40ACi by GE –
have GEVO12 engines, imported
from the USA. The Class 44
design follows 234 earlier Class
43D GE-engined locos already
in service with Transnet, all
but 10 of which were built at

Koedoespoort.
GE intends to expand use of

its joint venture with Transnet, at
Koedoespoort, to also build locos
for other operators in Africa;
26 type 43D locos have already
been exported to operators in
neighbouring Mozambique.

Chinese builder CRCC is
also supplying 232 diesels,
designated Class 45D, with MTU
engines; delivery of these will
begin in 2016.

These will be built at the
Transnet works in Durban.

BrandNewGE‘Evolution’series loco for Transnet - 44 002 - in
Pretoria on September 18. JEAN DULEZ

No less than six of the new class 21Es, with 21 001 leading with
the first test load of 200 coal wagons from Ermelo yard, carrying
20,000 tonnes of coal, bound for the port in Richards Bay for
export onMay 5. JEAN DULEZ

The first Chinese-built type 22E Co-Co electric (22 001) for Transnet
on test on September 18. JEAN DULEZ

SOUTH African-based
preservation group Sandstone
Heritage Trust (SHT) has
decided to restore former
Rhodesian (later Zimbabwe
Railways) Class DE2 loco 1207.

The group bought it from a
scrap dealer in 1998 and kept
it at the Reefsteamers Depot in
Germiston, Johannesburg.

The loco is fitted with an
ex-BR Class 40 EE 16SVT engine.

The SHT hope the loco will be
ready for main line use by 2017.

The 35 1Co-Co1, 115-ton
Class DE2 locos were built in
two batches by English Electric
– the first 23 were built by the
Dick, Kerr Works in Preston
in 1954/55, while the second
batch of 12 locos were built at
Vulcan Foundry in 1958.

All locos when built were
fitted with EE 16SVT 2,000hp
engines (which at altitude
and in the warmer conditions
of southern Africa actually
produced around 1,710 hp).

Loco 1207 entered service

in 1955 with Rhodesian
Railways and was withdrawn
from main line service in April
1992 by Zimbabwe Railways
in Bulawayo, where the
loco then served as the loco
works shunter and carried an
additional number as 3517,
until finally withdrawn in
December 1995.

By then 1207 had covered
2,506,938 miles in service. It
was one of eight DE2 locos to
be fitted with re-conditioned EE
16SVT engines, removed from
withdrawn BR Class 40 locos.

SHT is in contact with UK
preservationists at the East
Lancs Railway to restore the
loco; Zimbabwe Railways still
have a good stock of spare parts
despite not using the design for
20 years, and it is hoped to be
able to buy some of these to aid
the restoration.

One other DE2 – the
prototype 1200 – is preserved
by the Bulawayo Railway
Museum in Zimbabwe. 1207 at the Reefsteamers Depot in Germiston, Johannesburg on July 25. DAVE RICHARDSON

Japan to lose all
sleeper trains
THE last two remaining
overnight sleeper trains
in Japan are expected to
cease regular operation in
March 2016 when
Shinkansen trains are
extended through the
under-sea SeikanTunnel to
the island of Hokkaido.

Since March 2015 (when
the Ueno to Sapporo
‘Hokutosei’service ended)
only one overnight train
using the classic
blue-liveried ex-JNR
coaches has remained in
daily service from Aomori
to Sapporo.

This service, named
‘Hamanasu’, varies in length
from seven to 12 coaches.

The other service on the
route – the more expensive
and upmarket‘Cassiopeia’–
runs on alternate days
between Ueno (in the
northern suburbs ofTokyo)
and Sapporo. Both services
are worked by electric locos
to Hakodate, at the southern
end of Hokkaido, and then
by one or two DD51 B-2-B
diesel hydraulic locos.

These are now the only
non-heritage or charter
trains in Japan that are loco

South African preservation for British-built diesel pioneer
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DURING the summer of 2015
several routes in Hungary were
once again operated using older
diesel locos.
The locos included

Soviet-built Class M62 locos and
a semi-preserved Swedish-built
NoHAB EMD-engined M61
loco, both working for national
operator MÁV-START.
Former East German (but

Soviet-built) Class 232 Co-Co
locos were used by western
Hungarian operator GySEV,
on loan from DB Schenker in
Romania. GySEV was using the
Class 232 locos to operate
inter-city trains between Csorna
and Szombathely until the line
was fully electrified in June.
After this the locos were used

for summer trains between
Szombathely and Keszthely at
the western end of Lake Balaton.
GySEV also use the leased

232s for freight, but from
December will also use one
loco a day for three round trips,
operating passenger trains
between Celldömölk and Győr,
replacing MAV Class 418 (ex
M41) diesels.

Soviet-eraHungariandiesels
enjoy a vintage summer

Right: Just before
electrification replaced
diesels between Csorna and
Szombathely, GySEV 651003
(aka DB 232 559) accelerates
away from a temporary speed
restriction at Vep, east of
Szombathely, on June 3 with
IC 922 1010 Budapest Keleti-
Szombathely. KEITH FENDER

MÁV-START 628 265 (former M62 265) just prior to arriving at
Balatonalmádi, on the northern shore of Lake Balaton, with train
1972, heading from Budapest to Tapolca on July 18. This train and
its return working (train 1973) were booked for M62 locos from
mid-July until the end of August. MÁV PMLI 2761 017 (NoHAB-built
ex-M61 017) was leased byMÁV-START for the season and worked
trains 19792 and 19793 between Budapest-Déli and Tapolca, and
return. FERENC JOO

ALSTOM has won a €100million
contract to supply 50 ‘Citadis’
trams, plus power supply
equipment and signalling
for the new 22km-long
Line 2, being added to
the Casablanca tram network.
The French government

is meeting 65% of the cost
through development aid.
The trams will be built in La

Rochelle, in France, with the
aim of delivering them in time
for the new line’s opening in
2018.
Each 32-metre tram will

work in service with another
– as already happens on the
system’s first line – giving
64m-long trams, able to carry
around 600 people.
Alstom has also announced

the opening of its first ‘Citadis’
tram factory in South America,
in Taubaté, in the state of
São Paulo, Brazil.
The factory has been

equipped with a 400m-long
test track to perform static and
dynamic tests. The first trams to
be built and tested at Taubaté

Alstom Citadis for new
lines on three continents

A pair of the Casablanca ‘Citadis’ trams in service on line 1 in the
city centre onMarch 22, 2013 KEITH FENDER

are for Rio de Janeiro, which
ordered 32 ‘Citadis’ trams from
Alstom in 2013, and are due to
enter into service in time for the
2016 Olympics.
In France, 19 ‘Citadis’ X05

trams have been ordered for
use in Nice, which incorporates
the Alstom-designed ground-
based static charging system
for use in the city centre rather

than overhead wires.
The new X05 trams will be

used on the new lines 2 and 3 of
the Métropole Nice Côte D’Azur
network, currently under
construction.
Options for between three

and 18 additional trams, and
maintenance for 12 years, are
included in the contract worth
€91m.
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New inter-city line for Indonesia
THE Indonesian government
has cancelled the competition
to build a high-speed route in
the country.
The decision follows a

long-running debate as to
whether Chinese or Japanese
technology and finance should
be used for the project.
Instead it has opted for a

slightly slower 250km/h route
to be built for around 140km

between the capital Jakarta
and Bandung, using land
alongside a toll motorway.
Chinese banks will lend 75% of
the $5.5billion estimated cost,
with Indonesian rail operator
PT KAI, the toll road company,
and local civil engineering
firms raising the rest of the
money.
Construction is due to begin

in 2016.

SOUTH of the eastern Bosnian
industrial town of Tuzla the
coal mine at Đurđevik uses
an ex-Yugoslav Railways (JŽ)
Class 62 0-6-0T loco, familiar to
British readers as the USA ‘Tank’
design.
All of the few still in industrial

service in Bosnia are from the
later Yugoslav-built batch
(effectively copies of the 106
built by various builders in the
USA between 1942 and 1944

Bosnian steam clings on

USA ‘Tank’62 111 shunts coal wagons at themine at Đurđevik on
August 9. PAUL RIDGWELL

that were transferred to JŽ after
the Second World War).
Ninety were built by

Yugoslavia’s main loco builder
Ðuro Ðakovic in Slavonski Brod
(now Croatia) from 1956; 23 of
these were for JŽ, the rest were
built for industry.
The only loco at Đurđevik –

number 62 111 – works coal
trains to Živenice, which is the
junction with the ŽFBH line
from Tuzla to Zvornik (Serbia).

‘Pendolinos’ for NTV
ITALIAN privately owned
open access high-speed
operator NTV has ordered
eight, seven-car, 187m-long
‘Pendolino’ EMUs from
Alstom.
The contract is worth

€460million, including 10
years’ maintenance.
The 250km/h trains will be

built at Alstom’s Savigliano

plant in northern Italy and
delivered from 2017.
The new trains will be

branded ‘Evo’ and used from
December 2018.
NTV started operating

on the Salerno-Naples-
Rome-Milan-Turin route in
2012, and has a fleet of 25
360km/h AGV trains, also
built by Alstom.

‘Vectron’ for PKP Cargo
PRIVATISEDPolish freight operator
PKPCargohas ordered 15
multi-systemelectric‘Vectron’
locos fromSiemens.
The contract isworth €75million,

and also includes spare parts
andmaintenance for eight years,
plus anoption for a further five
locomotives at a cost of €26m.
Twelve of the 15 locoswill

be equipped to operate on
international services through
Austria, the CzechRepublic,
Germany, Hungary, Poland and

Slovakia.The remaining three
unitswill be equipped to also
work on the transit route to the
Dutchports of Rotterdamand
AmsterdamviaGermany.
All the locomotiveswill be

equippedwith the EuropeanTrain
Control System (ETCS).
Deliverywill start at the

beginningof 2016 andend in
summer 2017.
The locomotiveswill be

built at the Siemens plant in
Munich-Allach.



MaineEastern loses
passenger services

SINCE 2004, New Jersey-based
Morristown & Erie Railway has
been operating the 57 mile-long
Brunswick to Rockland branch
in Maine as the Maine Eastern
Railroad, providing year-round
freight service and summer
excursion trains.
In September it was

announced that the Central

Maine & Quebec Railway will
take over the freight operations
on the Rockland branch on
January 1, 2016, acting as
contractor to the State of Maine.
To the dismay of local business

owners and regular visitors the
new operator has no plans for
passenger services, and these
will end later this year.

Maine Eastern used two ex-New Haven (later Amtrak) EMD FL9
electro-diesel locos, built in September 1957, for both freight and
passenger trains. FL9 number 489 is pictured with four Budd-built
coaches and a buffet lounge, all built between 1946 and 1953
(average age of 67 years), waiting to form the 14.45 Rockland-
Brunswick on October 10. D LANGHAM

Amtrak loco has (very slow) road trip

G&W expands in
New England
FREIGHTLINER owner Genesee
&Wyoming (G&W) has bought
one of the smallest rail
operators in the USA – the New
Hampshire-based Claremont
and Concord Railroad.
The railroad moves freight

between West Lebanon in New
Hampshire and White River
Junction in Vermont, crossing
the Connecticut River.
G&W owns or has a

controlling stake in more than
120 freight railway operators
around the world, including
Freightliner, which it bought
earlier in 2015.
G&Wwill integrate the

tiny Claremont and Concord

Railroad in its New England
Central Railroad, which already
operates the main line through
White River Junction.
Claremont and Concord is

one of the few remaining North
American short-line operators
using Alco-designed S-4 diesel
locos built in the 1950s.
The S-4 was one of several

successors to the original S-1
design, which appeared in 1940.
Production of the S-4 began

at the Montreal Locomotive
Works (MLW) in Montreal,
Canada, in 1948.
Several museums and

heritage railways in the USA use
‘S’ series Alco locos.

THE daily ‘Vermonter’ train
from St Albans, Vermont to
Washington DC (via NewYork)
hit a rockslide on October 5, in
a forest south of the town of
Northfield, Vermont.
The train derailed with the

loco and leading coach ending
up down an embankment in
the forest. Luckily, nobody
was seriously hurt – seven
people were taken to hospital,
but released within a day.
The recovery operation was
complicated by the relatively
remote location and the need to
recover the 122-tonne GE P42DC
loco that had been hauling the
train, which is operated by US
national passenger operator
Amtrak.
Specialist logistics contractors

were brought in by Amtrak, who
used a special 12-axle remote
control flat road transporter
(normally used for things like
transformers) to move the
loco very slowly by road to the
(closed) station site in Northfield.
To enable it to bemoved by

road the loco was recovered
on its side, as at full height all
the many power lines serving
houses on the road would have
had to be removed. Once at
the station site the loco body
was righted in mid-air and a
flat wagon pushed underneath
it. Once secure, a loco from the
line’s operator – NewEngland
Central Railroad – took the single
wagon away for onward transfer
via a Class 1 railroad to theAmtrak
repairworks in Indianapolis, where
the locowill be repaired.

Amtrak 102 passes very slowly through the town of Northfield
Vermont on its side on a special transporter on October 10. The
menwith poles are lifting power lines to avoid the loco touching
them. ALL PICTURES TOM CLIFFORD

Amtrak 102, held inmid-air by four construction cranes, being
prepared for transfer to a flat wagon at Northfield station on
October 11.

The rear view of Amtrak 102 passing through the town of Northfield, Vermont, on its side, showing
the special road transporter used on October 10.
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Claremont and Concord Alco S-4model Bo-Bo diesel 105 seen at
White River Junction, Vermont in June 2005. The use of the two
remaining Alco S-4 design locos by Claremont and Concorde is likely
to end as G&Whas access tomoremodern locos. No 105was built by
MLW inMontreal for Canadian National (as CN 8032) in 1954.
KEITH FENDER
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Railhead Treatment
Trains
THE Rail Head Treatment Train
(RHTT) season is now well
underway with numerous
reports being received.

CLASS 66 Nos. 66017+66001
top-and-tailed an empty
RHTT train through Market
Harborough on October 1,
running as the 09.50 Toton
North Yard-Acton.

ON OCTOBER 7, while travelling
on the 11.42 Birmingham
New Street-Bristol Temple
Mills service, a correspondent
observed two Rail Head
Treatment Trains. The first
was stabled in the Network
Rail depot at Kings Norton,
top-and-tailed by Colas Class
47s Nos. 47727 & 47739. The
second was stood in Bristol TM
up centre road with DBS Class 6
Nos. 66119 and 66170 at either
end.

THE RHTT season along
the southern end of the
Midland Mainline began
on October 6, with Class 67
Nos. 67028+67020 working
the 3J92 Toton TMD-West
Hampstead North Junction
and 3J93 1153 return, but
this working seemed to not
be actually spraying. The first
working RHTT on the route
occurred on October 14 with
Class 67 Nos. 67028+67015 in
charge. The same pair was in
charge again when the train
was seen on October 19 and 21.
On October 22 the pairing had
changed to Nos. 67021+67023,
and these two were also noted
on October 23, 26, 27, 28, 29
and 30.

OBSERVATIONS of RHTT trains
through Shortlands were:
October 8, Class 66 Nos. 66718
Sir Peter Hendy CBE and 66714
The Cromer Lifeboat; October
15, Nos. 66713 and 66725;
October 16, 66713 and 66718;
October 18, Class 73 Nos. 73119
and 73141; October 19,
Nos. 73107 and 73201; and
October 30, Nos. 73136 and
73141.

DESPITE it being hot enough
to sit in the garden, the
leaves were starting to fall
on November 2, and Class 73
Nos. 73201 Broadlands and
73141 Charlotte were spotted
at Purley at 09.10, held on
the main line waiting for the
Tattenham Corner to take the
road. The following day it was
again at Purley at the same
time, powered by Nos. 73201
and 73109.

CLASS 66 Nos. 66303 and
66422 were observed on
November 7, exiting the
Cumbrian Coast line at
Carnforth at 08.23. They later
return towards Hellifield after
the 08.33 Northern service had
cleared Settle junction.

ONWEDNESDAY, October
21, the VTEC 07.55 Inverness-
London King’s Cross 125,
headed by No. 43310, arrived
in Perth 12 minutes late, with
the delay reported to be
negotiating a broken-down
train around Pitlochry. Smart
running ensured that the service
arrived at King’s Cross exactly on
the scheduled time of 15.50.

THE East Coast hire-in of EMT
HST power cars saw a change
on Monday, November 2
when the pair working 1A12
07.00 Hull-King’s Cross were
Nos. 43076 and 43064; 43076
had replaced 43083, which had
been on 1A12 since October 6.
In addition, CrossCountry power
car No. 43304 was hired-in on
October 20 and was used on the
06.26 Edinburgh-King’s Cross,
followed by the 12.03 King’s
Cross-Leeds.

‘THUNDERBIRD’Class 67

No. 67016 was observed hauling
a HST set, forming the 17.19
King’s Cross-Hull, running about
20 minutes late on October 15.

CLASS 67 No. 67030 hauled
Class 91 No. 91109 from Bounds
Green to DoncasterWabtec on
October 16.

PASSENGERS using the Virgin
East Coast Main Line services
on the morning of Tuesday,
November 3 had an eventful
day. The 1N08 06.15 King’s
Cross-Newcastle was on time
passing Holme Junction, but
because of signalling problems
arrived into Peterborough some
64 minutes late.
The following 1D02 06.30

King’s Cross-Leeds service
arrived at Doncaster platform
8 at 09.16 (64 minutes late)
and was terminated. The
train then operated the 1A19
09.47 Doncaster-King’s Cross
and made an interesting
sight departing for London
from platform 8. By 10.20
northbound trains were running
to time, when trains between
Leeds and Doncaster/Kings
Cross were delayed by what
was being described as an act

of vandalism. The 1A28 11.45
Leeds-King’s Cross, formed with
HST power cars Nos. 43257 and
43274, arrived into Doncaster
87 minutes late. In addition,
the 1A29 12.15 Leeds-King’s
Cross and several Northern Rail
services were cancelled.

OBSERVED onWednesday,
November 4, Class 91 No. 91112
was moved from Doncaster
West Yard into theWabtec site
by theWorks pilot.

ON OCTOBER 13, the 06.45
Penzance-Paddington service
had to be diverted atWestbury
because of an engineering
overrun between there and
Reading. Taking the Melksham
route the train made an
emergency stop just short of
the junction at Chippenham.
The driver had passed a signal
at red and was replaced at
Chippenham, where a driver
happened to be available. After
some confusion about whether
to stay on or wait for the next
London service the train was
able to continue, arriving in
London 57 minutes late.

GWR-liveried HST power
cars Nos. 43187+43188 were
observed on a regular basis
through Dawlish during the
week commencing October 18.

NEW Class 800 No. 800002 was
moved from Old Dalby to North
Pole depot by GBRf Class 66
No. 66751 on October 23.

THE latest Class 166 unit to
receive the new GWR green
livery – No. 166208 – returned
to Reading fromWolverton on
October 25, unit No. 166210
going in the opposite direction
on the same day.

COMPILED BY
ASHLEY
BUTLIN
Call: 01507 529589
email: railway
@mortons.co.uk

Your reports and
pictures are most welcome.
Highly competitive rates
are paid, especially if
exclusive to The RM.

With the Underground’s Central line adjacent, FGW-liveried HST power car No. 43155 Red Arrows: 50 Seasons of Excellence leads
Paddington to Old Oak Common circular via Ealing Broadway and Greenford, towards North Acton and back to Old Oak on October 27.
This route will see some diversions over the Christmas period. ALISDAIR ANDERSON.

Settling in on services betweenManchester and Liverpool is the
ex-Thameslink Class 319s. On October 13, No. 319364 passes
Rainhill’s 76 Steps footbridge with the 08.20 Liverpool Lime Street-
Manchester Victoria train. DOUG BIRMINGHAM

Virgin East Coast meets VirginWest Coast at Carlisle during
diversions over the TyneValley route. Power car No. 43300
Craigentinny sits at platform 3while ‘Pendolino’No. 390044
Virgin Lionheartwaits to depart for London from platform 4 on
November 14. ALEXANDER CROMARTY
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UNUSUALLY, the 1C99 23.45
Paddington-Penzance on
November 4 left 72 minutes
late from Paddington, hauled
by HST power cars Nos. 43056
and 43161 back to back, with
Class 57 No. 57303 on the rear
following a traction motor fault
on the loco.

BUSES replaced trains between
Southend Victoria andWickford
on October 1 due to an on-track
fatality at Hockley.

MOVEMENT of coaches to
and from Crown Point in
recent weeks have included
Class 47 No. 47828 taking
Nos. 10404+12108 from
Wolverton to Norwich on
October 15.
The following day, Class 47

No. 47805 moved No. 10415
back to Norwich from Doncaster
Wabtec. A further move on
October 23 saw Class 57
No. 57310 take No. 10216 from
Crown Point to Doncaster
Wabtec. Mk2 No. 6046 was
moved fromWillesden to Crown
Point top-and-tailed by Class 57
Nos. 57306 and 57008.
The next day the pair took

No. 6117 from Crown Point
to Crewe Gresty Bridge. On
October 29, Class 37 No. 37419
moved Nos. 11098+12120
fromWolverton to Crown
Point. In the opposite
direction, Class 57 No. 57306
moved Nos. 12049+10413 on
November 2.

CLASS 156 No. 156418 was
named ESTA 1965-2015 on
November 6 at Lowestoft. It
marked the 50th anniversary
of the East Suffolk Travellers
Association, which exists to
promote the interests of rail and
bus users.

SCOTRAIL Class 156 DMUs
Nos. 156450+156453 were
noted between Jordanhill and
Scotstounhill on October 25
with diverted 1Y23 Glasgow
Queen Street to Oban/Fort
William.

OBSERVATIONS of the
sleepers through Carnforth on
September 28 produced the
1M11 Lowland sleeper, hauled
by DBS Class 90 No. 90037, and
the 1M16 Highland sleeper
hauled by Freightliner Class 90
No. 90047.

FREIGHTLINER Class 90
No. 90042 worked the 23.50
Caledonian Sleeper on
October 6-7.

VENTURING south in daylight
hours Midnight Teal-liveried
Class 92 No. 92010 passed
through Lancaster, light
engine, during the afternoon of
November 2.

ON THE evening of October
24, Class 87 No. 87002
worked through Carnforth
with aWembley to Polmadie
Caledonian sleeper e.c.s. move.

USE of pairs of Class 67s
on the Inverness portion
of the Caledonian Sleeper
saw Nos. 67020+67007 on
November 3, 5-8. On the
morning of November 9,
No. 67020 was working solo on
the train.

SINCE introduction of the DBSOs
at the end of July the Cumbrian
Coast Line DRS loco-hauled
trains have seen improved time
keeping, but substitutions,
usually by a Heaton Class 142
‘Pacer’, and cancellations still
occur.
On September 14, No. 142022

substituted and on October 1
the 14.35 ex-Carlisle was
cancelled. As this and the
following 15.13 ex-Carlisle are
both usually fully loaded with
Sellafield commuters, the 15.13
on October 1, comprising Class
153 Nos. 153358 and 153378,
was packed full to overflowing.
The return 17.32 ex- Barrow

and next-morning 05.15
ex-Carlisle were in the hands
of a 142 ‘Pacer’. Presumably
the loco-hauled set reached
Barrow via theWest Coast Main
Line and Furness line to resume
duties on the 14.37 ex-Barrow
on October 2. On October 15,
the 05.15 Carlisle through to
Preston train was affected by
‘signalling issues’. Headed by
DBSO No. 9707 with Class 37
No. 37409, and running around

15 minutes late, it lost its path at
Lancaster to be overhauled by
TransPennine Express and Virgin
services to the south.

ONWEDNESDAY, October 14
Northern Rail Class 144 ‘Pacer’
No. 144012 Evolutionwas in
passenger traffic. It was noted
at Doncaster working 2R09 the
08.25 Lincoln Central-Adwick
service and returning with 2R66
11.15 Adwick-Sheffield.

THE 14.45 Hexham-Nunthorpe
service, formed by Class 142
‘Pacer’No. 142025 on October
15, departed Newcastle on time
at 15.30, but struggled on the
sharp curve off the High Level
Bridge, near the site of the old
Gateshead East station. The train
stalled on the curve and it took
several minutes to persuade
the ‘Pacer’ to inch forward
before it finally found some
adhesion. Despite the following
sharp curves here, and later at
Hartlepool, no further problems

were met and any lost time had
been regained by Billingham.

SERVICES on the Durham coast
route on October 27 were
disrupted when a foreign-
registered lorry struck a bridge
between Mount Stewart Street
and Hill Crescent in the Dawdon
area of Seaham at 14.40.
Damage to the bridge was
minimal and services resumed
at 15.25 after an inspection by
Network Rail.

TWO further Class 319 units –
Nos. 319379+319366 – arrived
at Allerton on November 4 from
WolvertonWorks.

THE 06.57 York-Harrogate
Northern Rail service became
derailed at the location of
a set of facing points near
Stockwell Road, just east of
Knaresborough station, at about
07.15 on Saturday, November 7.
The train was formed of two
units, with the leading unit,

Class 150 No. 150133, being
derailed. Fortunately, none of
the four passengers or members
of crew were injured. Northern
Rail was swift in resourcing
buses which were operating
between Harrogate and York.

OBSERVATIONS through
Barnetby of Class 170 units
include No. 170306 on the 12.26
Cleethorpes-Manchester Airport
on October 2; No. 170303 on the
09.26 Cleethorpes-Manchester
Airport; and No. 170307 on the
10.26 Cleethorpes-Manchester
Airport, both on October 23.

THROUGHOUT October, services
across the TransPennine Express
network (and Northern Rail’s
Cleethorpes to Barton-on-
Humber route, which is staffed
by TPE under contract), were

New, under test and still to receive its branding, Gatwick Express unit Nos. 387202 and 387201 approach Redhill with the 5B89 08.35
Bletchley-Bletchley via Brighton test run on November 12. The unit’s 25kV pantograph is concealed in a streamlined well. MARK V PIKE

Poppy-bearing TfL Rail Class 315 No. 315820, at the head of the 13.04 departure to Liverpool Street,
prepares to leave Shenfield on October 31. DR IAIN C SCOTCHMAN
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being disrupted by ‘a shortage
of drivers’. The third week of the
month was particularly badly
affected with more than 200
trains cancelled or run for part
of a journey only. Sixty-three
services on both banks of the
Humber were affected.
BBC Radio Humberside had

a spokesman fromTPE on its
morning programme on the
Friday, and he stated that there
were no more cancellations. In
the event, three consecutive
Hull to Manchester services
were cancelled from Hull that
afternoon!

MONDAY, November 2 brought
thick fog, which resulted in
TransPennine Express warning
its passengers that trains
operating between Brough and
Selby were running slower than
normal. The delays averaged
about 10 minutes per train.

WHILE working the 10.45
Marylebone-Birmingham Snow
Hill service on October 23, Class
68 No. 68015 had a minor fire at
HighWycombe. The following
day the Class 68 was moved to
Gresty Bridge by fellow class
member No. 68002.

A FURTHER ex-TransPennine
Express unit – No. 168324
(formerly 170304) – was
delivered toWembley Depot
from Brush Loughborough on
October 23.

THE RugbyWorld Cup meant an
extra service ran from Holyhead
to Cardiff Central viaWrexham
on October 11, with Class 67
No. 67001 and DVT No. 82306.
This was an unusual Sunday
outing for both of the
loco-hauled sets.

NOW operated by London
Overground since May, the
Romford to Upminster shuttle
has suffered from a shortage
of suitable rolling stock. As a
result, London Overground has
hired-in two Class 321 units,
Nos. 321413 and 321414, from
London Midland, which operate
the service on a day-on/day-off
basis. One unit, No. 321414,
has lost its London Midland
branding if favour of the LO
scheme. (see p89).

DELIVERY of fifth vehicles for
the Class 378 units restarted
on November 5 after a
break of many months. DBS
Class 66 No. 66084 brought
Nos. 38428/29/30/32 south
from Derby Litchurch Lane
toWembley Yard prior to the
vehicles going forward to New
Cross Gate depot.

THOUGHT to be the first
working of Class 319s, the
2K91 Euston to Milton Keynes
on October 9 was worked
by former Thameslink units
Nos. 319460+319216.

FURTHER Class 323 units visiting
Tyseley from Soho depot for
tyre turning include No. 323210,
being hauled by Class 31
No. 31452 on October 10. It was
returned to Soho on October
12 by Class 47 No. 47830, which
then took unit No. 323217 to
Tyseley. A further move reported
on October 23 involved
Class 31 No. 31452 returning
unit No. 323213 fromTyseley
to Soho.

THE first of the new Class
387/2 units for Gatwick Express
services – No. 387201 –was
delivered from Derby Litchurch
Lane to Bletchley on October 12,
hauled by Class 66 No. 66555.
This was followed by No. 387202
on November 5, hauled by Class
66 No. 66520.

EACH weekend throughout
October there were no services
beyond Bromley South (or
Beckenham Junction and
Nunhead on October 4) due to
engineering works renewing
Bickley Junction.

MOVEMENTS of Class 375 stock
between Ramsgate and Derby
Litchurch Lane saw FL Class 47
No. 47830 return No. 375310 to
Tonbridge on October 10, the
last of the Class 375/3s to be
overhauled and repainted.
It continued to Ramsgate the

following day and then returned
to Derby with No. 375605. The
following week, on October
17, the Class 47 returned
No. 375617 south from Derby,
but only as far asWembley
Yard, where it was stopped with
wheel flats. The next day it took
the unit to Ilford for tyre turning
before the Class 47 ran light
engine to Leeds Midland Road.
The next move occurred on

October 31 when Class 31
No. 31452 moved unit
No. 375617 from Ilford to
Ramsgate. Here, it collected
No. 375616, which it took as far
as Acton Lane reversing sidings
before continuing to Derby the
next day. Returning from Derby
with No. 375605 the Class 31
failed at Bletchley.
The following day, Class 56

No. 56104 rescued the consist
and took it through to Acton
Lane reversing sidings. Both
locomotives and the unit
continued to Ramsgate on
November 3. The pair returned
to Derby the next day, taking
unit No. 375620

GBRF Class 66 No. 66744 moved
’Electrostar’No. 465934 from
Slade Green to Doncaster
Wabtec on October 17. In a
further move on November 6,
Class 66 No. 66730 returned
No. 465909 from Doncaster
Wabtec to Tonbridge, the unit
being the first to be fitted with a
new universal toilet.

ON THURSDAY, October 8 the
22.03 Southern service from
London Victoria to Epsom failed
just before departure with a
door problem involving unit
No. 377625. Passengers were
de-trained and advised to join
the following 22.20 Dorking
service.

DUE to the increased traffic
at Twickenham for the Rugby
World Cup coinciding with
a race day at Ascot, SWT
was running the only two
remaining eight-car formations
of Class 458 EMUs on Saturday
October 17. The sets consisted
of Nos. 458016 paired with
458021, and 458017 paired with
458028.

BEFORE the prompt arrival at
Bath Spa on October 20 of the
12.49 Bristol Temple Meads-
LondonWaterloo, formed
by Class 159 No. 159010, the
station announcer rather
pointedly informed those
waiting that the service would
take 2hr and 42 min to reach
London. The implication was
that the GWR service, six
minutes later, would take only
1hr and 25min to reach London
Paddington!

A CORRESPONDENT travelled

on the 16.15 Portsmouth
Harbour-Waterloo on Saturday,
October 31, and experienced an
eventful journey. After leaving
Portsmouth on time, the train
was held at Haslemere because
of a fatality at Godalming. After
a long wait, passengers were
de-trained and the train shunted
to reverse north of the station.
Once the shunt was

completed, the train collected
the passengers and retraced its
steps back to Havant, continuing
via Fareham, Eastleigh and
Basingstoke toWoking (running
non-stop all the way), where
it terminated at about 19.00,
running about 95 minutes late.
The conductor on the 16.15
deserves praise for keeping his
passengers fully updated via the
train PA.

THE Class 458/5 conversion
programme is finally heading
towards completion. Class
458/0 vehicles arriving by road
at DoncasterWabtec from
Wimbledon include Nos. 74106
and 67706 from unit number
458006 on October 14.
On November 3, vehicle
Nos. 67628 and 74028 came
from set 458028, where pilots
Nos. 08669 and 08724 assisted
with unloading and movement
into the works.

Charter Trains
‘DELTIC’No. D9009 was
observed on October 3, heading
the Doncaster-Carlisle leg of
UK Railtours’ 1Z50 08.18 King’s
Cross-Carlisle ‘The Magnificent
Settle and Carlisle’ charter
away from Hare Park Junction,
towards CroftonWest Junction,
nearWakefield. The King’s Cross
to Doncaster leg had been

Above: A new flow of ash from
Drax to Acton is being operated
by DB Schenker, whose loco
No. 66152 raises the dust as it
passes Arlesey on the ECML on
October 31. JOHN PINK

The ‘RBF Tracker’ tour on
November 7 for the Railway
Benefit Fund saw SWT Class
159 Nos. 159003 Templecombe
and 159103 work toWeymouth
fromWaterloo. The tour was
organised by the Branch Line
Society. The route included
Yeovil PenMill & Yeovil
Junction, with a visit to SWT’s
Salisbury depot. STEPHEN GINN
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hauled by Class 90 No. 90037.

ON OCTOBER 10,West Coast
Railway’s ‘Conwy Valley Explorer’
passed Prestatyn behind Class
47 Nos. 47851, with 47802 on
the rear, en route from Hereford
to Blaenau Ffestiniog. The
following week, two further
specials passed: ‘Snowdonia
Statesman’, from Scarborough
to Blaenau Ffestiniog, behind
Class 57 No. 57315 and Class
47 No. 47786 on the rear, then
West Coast Railway’s ‘Roman
Chester’, from Didcot Parkway to
Betws-y-Coed, top-and-tailed by
Class 57 No. 57601 and Class 47
No. 47826.

TO CLARIFY the information
regarding the regular scrap
trains working out of South
Wales we are grateful to a
correspondent who has supplied
the following information. There
are four trains of MBA wagons
at Cardiff Tidal: one set each for
C F Booth, Rotherham to Cardiff
Tidal – Sims traffic from Beeston,
Lincoln, and Exeter to Newport
Docks or Cardiff Tidal; and two
sets for EMR traffic from a
range of locations to CELSA
Tidal, Alexandra Dock Liverpool

A regular double-headed Class 90 working is 4M25 the 06.06 Mossend Euroterminal- Daventry
intermodal, seen approaching Tamworth on November 4, with both No. 90035 and classmate
No. 90036 Driver JackMills drawing power. TIM SQUIRES

Newly outshopped in the latest Freightliner livery, No. 66418
heads away from Bristol Freightliner terminal and passes through
Parson Street with the 11.00 to Tilbury train on November 2.
JOHN STRETTON

BR large logo Type 3 No. 37401Mary Queen of Scots runs along the
sea wall at Morecambe Bay at Grange-over-Sands on November 2
with 2C47 10.04 Preston to Barrow-in-Furness. JOHN LONGDEN

and Aldwarke.
The ones mostly in use at

present are Tidal-Swindon-
Aldwarke-Kingsbury or Saltley;
Tidal-Swindon-Tidal; and Tidal-
Handsworth-Tidal.
On recent Monday evenings,

two loaded trains return to Tidal
from Rotherham and Beeston
and a third runs from Swindon
to Aldwarke.
Specific trains reported in

recent weeks include No. 66200
on a Cardiff Tidal-Swindon-
Cardiff Tidal diagram on
October 9. A Tidal to Beeston
diagram on October 12 was
hauled by No. 66193.
At Beeston, No. 66193 ran

light to Toton to be replaced
by No. 66024, which took the
loaded wagons back to Cardiff.
No. 66200 was in use again
on October 14 working an
Aldwarke-Kingsbury-Cardiff
Tidal diagram. Two days later,
No. 66110 was in charge of a
Cardiff Tidal-Swindon-Cardiff
Tidal circuit, the same loco
on the same working on
October 19. October 17 found
No. 66207 on the Cardiff
Tidal-Handsworth-Cardiff
Tidal working. Swindon was
again the destination from
Cardiff on October 23, hauled
by No. 66078. Two trains off
Cardiff Tidal on October 24 had

GB Railfreight Class 20 Nos. 20905 and 20901 arrive at Redhill fromTonbridge with the 3W91
10.00 Tonbridge Yard-Tonbridge Yard via Redhill/Reigate/Littlehampton/Redhill RHTT working on
November 12. MARK V PIKE

No. 66126 going to Handsworth
and back, and No. 66200 to
Lincoln and return.
On October 26, No. 66039

worked from Cardiff Tidal to
Swindon and on to Aldwarke.
It continued to Kingsbury and
back to Cardiff Tidal two days
later. A Tidal-Handsworth-Tidal
diagram on October 27 was
powered by No. 66094.
Two trains ran off Cardiff Tidal

on October 29: No. 66039 to

Handsworth and No. 66143
to Saltley, both returning to
Cardiff. The following day saw
No. 66078 on a Cardiff Tidal-
Swindon-Aldwarke diagram.
Handsworth was the

destination again on October
31, with No. 66092 working
from and to Cardiff Tidal.
On November 3, No. 66055

worked from Cardiff to
Handsworth and back, while the
following day No. 66140 hauled

an Aldwarke-Kingsbury-Tidal.

IN A move on October 13, Class
66 No. 66102 took a rake of tank
wagons from Grangemouth to
Long Marston for storage.

ROYAL Mail Class 325
No. 325009 was returned from
Toton to Crewe ETD on October
16 following a repaint. It was
top-and-tailed by Class 66
Nos. 66118 and 66013
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top-and-tailed two box wagons
on October 26, working as the
6Z67 08.25 Peterborough-
Cricklewood and 6Z66 13.36
Cricklewood-Peterborough.

ON SATURDAY and Sunday,
October 3-4 a major engineering
possession between Bickley and
PettsWood (to relay PettsWood
Junction) employed Colas Kirow
KRC1200UK heavy-duty diesel
hydraulic crane No. DRK81612.
It eventually left the site and
passed through Shortlands at
the back of a long engineers’
train, hauled by Class 66
No. 66850 David Maidment OBE
- The Railway Children. A further
three weekend possessions on
October 10-11, 17-18 and 24-25
were required to finish the work.

CLASS 37 No. 37175, with six
motorail vans, was working off
Cardiff Canton and back on a
driver-training run on October 9.

TWO Colas locomotives were
present at Doncaster on
Wednesday, October 14.
Class 70 No. 70803 was stabled
in theWabtecWorks Yard,
having arrived the previous
day with two barrier vehicles
fromWimbledon, and Class 66
No. 66847 was in Doncaster
West Yard.

THE Grangemouth to Sinfin
oil tanks were worked north
on October 15 by Class 60
No. 60076. A southbound
loaded train ran on November 4,
powered by Class 60
Nos. 60076+60096. The empty
tanks were taken north the next
day by Class 60 No. 60085.

CLASS 70 No. 70804 was
observed at 15.20 on October 14,

travelling light between
Powderham and Exminster
towards Exeter.

THE majority of the log trains
reported have been powered
by Class 60 locomotives, with
No. 60096 on a Chirk to Exeter
empty train on October 14. The
southbound Carlisle Kingmoor
to Chirk logs on October 15 was
powered by Class 70 No. 70805.
Class 60 No. 60085 took a rake
of empty wagons from Chirk to
Baglan Bay on October 26, the
same diagram being worked by
No. 60047 on November 4.

NOTED heading north through
Euxton at 16.25 on October 29
was Class 56 No. 56087, hauling
Class 60 Nos. 60002 and 60087
on a Toton to Carlisle NewYard
move.

A MOVE on October 29 saw
Class 70 No. 70810 take
GBRf Class 66 No. 66731

‘Royal’ Class 67 No. 67006 Royal Sovereign top-and-tails with 67005Queen’sMessenger past Norton Fitzwarren with Royal Train e.c.s. from
Plymouth toWolverton on November 13. QUENTIN HAWKES

A ‘shed’ sandwich? GB Railfreight’s No. 66731 is trapped either
side of Colas Class 70 No. 70805 and 70810 with the 6Y41 09.01
Eastleigh Yard-Hoo Junction engineers’ train on October 28. The
consist is unusual, being four ageing Seacow hoppers. MARK V PIKE

DRS Class 57 No. 57004 leading a rail head treatment train through
Hockley, working from Stowmarket on October 26. It is heading
towards SouthendVictoria. LEWIS BROWNLOW

ON OCTOBER 3, Class 66
No. 66516 was observed
heading the 4L85 11.54 Leeds-
Ipswich FLT towards Hare
Park Junction, where it would
join the Leeds to Doncaster
mainline. The same locomotive
was also seen on October 9,
shunting the 4E22 Felixstowe-
Leeds FLT off the mainline into
Stourton FLT.

FREIGHTLINER has been moving
coal hoppers fromYork to C F
Booth, Rotherham for scrap.
Moving three at a time, with a
further three for brake force,
the following moves have been
reported: Class 66 No. 66619 on
October 13; Class 66 No. 66547,
October 15; Class 66 No. 66547,
October 20; Class 70 No. 70005,
October 22; Class 66 No. 66595,
October 27; and Class 66
No. 66546, November 3

CLASS 47 No. D1645 (47830) in
BR two-tone green livery was
observed on Leeds Midland
Road depot on the morning of
October 29.

CLASS 66 No. 66434 worked a
Sellafield Drigg flask on October
14. A similar turn on October
23 was powered by Class 66
Nos. 66301+66430.

THE afternoon Carlisle to Crewe
engineers’ train was hauled by
Class 68 No. 68004 on October
15.

OBSERVED on October 15
at around 10.00, Class 37
Nos. 37611 and 37608 were in
charge of a flask train heading
for Seaton Carew, waiting at
Park Lane Junction, Gateshead.

ON OCTOBER 1, Class 73
No. 73965 worked a 0Z73
10.45 Loughborough Brush-
TonbridgeWest Yard light
engine move.

CLASS 66 No. 66730Whitemoor
was seen on October 6, heading
the 4M60 Milford Down Sidings
to Seaforth CT empty biomass
hoppers past Healey Mills.

ON OCTOBER 9, No. 66769 was
observed heading the 6M35
Rylstone to Immingham loaded
stone train out of Leeds along
the MML, past Midland Road
Depot.

MOVEMENTS of Tube stock
reported include: October 9,
Class 20 Nos. 20118+20132 top-
and-tailed with 20314+20107
on a rake of new vehicles from
Derby Litchurch Lane to Old
Dalby. The same pairings took

a further rake to Old Dalby
on October 23 followed by a
move of stock from Old Dalby
toWest Ruislip on October 28.
On November 6 a further rake
of new stock was delivered to
Old Dalby from Litchurch Lane,
again using the same Class 20s.

CLASS 59 No. 59003 was noted
on October 11 running light
engine from EastleighWorks to
Gloucester. The following day
it continued north to Tuebrook
Sidings, Liverpool. It was next
reported on October 26 working
a new diagram of biomass
from the Port of Liverpool to
Drax power station as far as
Tuebrook Sidings. Consisting of
25 wagons, with 1,600 tonnes
of biomass pellets, the train
had Class 66 No. 66706 on the
rear which then took it forward
to Drax.

CLASS 66 Nos. 66740
Sarah+66725 Sunderland
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and Freightliner Class 66
No. 66539 from Hoo Junction to
Whitemoor.

THE ‘Golden Arrow’ tour ran
fromVictoria to Dover Priory on
October 9, hauled throughout
by BR Standard No. 70000
Britannia, with Class 47
No. 47760 on the rear.
The e.c.s. returned via Sole

Street bank, running 30 minutes
early. Despite a spectacular
bridge bash at Shortlands
(the lorry was literally wedged
against the bridge on two
wheels!) the train was allowed
to proceed at reduced speed to
gain the Catford loop.
The return two days later was

routed via Redhill and Tonbridge
due to engineering works at
Bickley Junction (see Colas
above).

BARS
FOLLOWING a short break, the
Cardiff Tidal to North East scrap
trains restarted on October 19
when Class 56 No. 56103 took
a rake of empty wagons north
from Chaddesden to Stockton.
It was observed on October 28,
again heading to Stockton with
a rake of empties from Cardiff
Tidal.
On November 2 the same

Class 56 No. 56103 took an
empty rake of wagons north
from Cardiff Tidal to Tyne Dock.
Two days later it was back at
Tidal from where it worked
empty wagons to Chaddesden,

going forward to Tyne Dock
the following day. It returned
loaded on November 6.

CLASS 56 No. 56303 worked
No. 60161 Tornado, plus support
vehicle, on November 3 from
the Severn Valley Railway to
Stewarts Lane depot. The Class
56 stayed overnight, being the
first at the depot for a number
of years. Stewarts Lane used
to have an allocation of Civil
Engineers’Class 56s.

Derby RTC &
Network Rail
ON OCTOBER 12, Class 37
No. 37605 and Class 73
No. 73951 ran light engine from
Derby to EastleighWorks

A 3Z05 09.37 TonbridgeWest
Yard-Derby RTC test train was
top-and-tailed by Class 73
Nos. 73138 and 73212 Fiona on
October 13.

AN UNUSUAL visitor to the
Cumbrian Coast line on October
14 (noted heading south) was
inspection saloon Caroline,
propelled by DRS Class 47
No. 47790 Northern Belle.
It had travelled from Crewe via
Manchester Piccadilly, Wigan
NW, Blackburn, Settle & Carlisle,
returning from Carlisle to Crewe
via the Cumbrian coast.

CLASS 43 Nos. 43013+43062
John Armittworked the 1Q52
08.50 Derby RTC-London
St Pancras and 14.46 return on
October 15.

THE morning of October
16 was a busy one for track
machine movements at Market
Harborough.

Firstly, an unidentified
unit worked a 09.25 Market
Harborough-York; then came
stoneblower No. DR80209,
running as 6U29 10.30 Bedford-
Doncaster DCE Sidings; and
finally, tamper No. DR73109 as
6J54 10.45 Leagrave-Doncaster
West Yard. A fourth machine –
No. DR73116 – was stabled in
the sidings behind the station.

ON THE evening of October 16
a 16.42 Derby RTC-Hither Green
test train was top-and-tailed by
Class 37 No. 37601 and Class 73
No. 73212 Fiona.

VOLKER Rail tamper
No. DR75404 and a classmate
formed a 09.46 Trent-Bedford
move on October 23.

WEDNESDAY, November 3 saw a
Network Rail test train, the 06.06
DoncasterWest Yard-Doncaster
West Yard, top-and-tailed by
Class 97 No. 97301 and Class
37 No. 37116, operating via
York, Scarborough, Bridlington,
Gilberdyke, Neville Hill,
Harrogate and York.

Our thanks
THE RailwayMagazine’s thanks
for information go to:

Paul Atkinson, Bill Brotchie,
Richard Brown, Gordon Casely,
Charles Cattell, Peter Coghill,
Gene Collins, David Cressey,
Brian Crudge, Kevin Driscoll,
David Fawkes, Roy Freeman,
Steve Frost, Martin James,
Malcolm Keppie, Barry Knock,
Ken Messer, Alan Peachey, Roger
Phillips, Rowland Pittard, John
Podgorski, Rodney Pollock,
Graham Rankin, Mark Reynolds,
R D Richardson, Daren Rogers,
Eric Southward, Colin Stoate,
Mike Thompson, Roger Tozer,
PeterWade, CraigWellum, Colin
Woof, and GuyWoollven

Two varieties of DRS livery on show as No. 66434 and 66424 work north across Docker viaduct on November 2 with train 4S43 from Daventry to Mossend. JOHN LONGDEN

Network Rail Class 37 No. 97301 and 37116 top-and-tail a test train at Knaresborough on November 3.
The train had started at Doncaster and visited Scarborough, Bridlington and Leeds, before returning
to Doncaster via Harrogate and York. GEOFF GRIFFITHS
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Wheretogoforsteam&classictractioninNovember&December
ABBEYPUMPINGSTATION
December6 (ChristmasToysandSteam
Day) January10 (MeccanoMagic)
Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 5PX
(0116 299 51110).
www.abbeypumpingstation.org/events.asp
Museum open Feb-Oct (13.00-16.30).

ALDERNEYRAILWAY
December20 (SantaSpecials)
Braye Road station, Alderney, Channel Islands
GY9 3DA. www.alderneyrailway.com

ALFORDVALLEYRAILWAY
December4-6,11-13 (SantaSpecials)
Alford station, Alford, Aberdeenshire
(01975 564332).
www.alfordvalleyrailway.org.uk/timetable.asp

ALNVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-6,9, 12-13 (SantaSpecials)
Lionheart Station, Alnwick, Northumberland
NE66 2EZ. www.alnvalleyrailway.co.uk
Information line 0300 030 3311

AMERTONRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
Stowe-by-Chartley,Weston, Staffs ST18 OLA
(01785 850965). www.amertonrailway.co.uk

APEDALEVALLEY LIGHTRAILWAY
(homeof theMoseleyRailwayTrust)
December12-13,19-20 (SantaSpecials)
Apedale Country Park, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffordshire ST5 7LB (0845 0941953).
www.avlr.org.uk

AUDLEYENDMINIATURERAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,16-24
(ChristmasSpecials)
SaffronWalden, Essex CB11 4JL (01799 542134).
www.audley-end-railway.co.uk/

AVONVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-7,12-13,19-20,23-24
(SantaSpecials), 26-28,
January1-3 (MincePieSpecials)
Bitton station, Bath Road, Bitton BS30 6HD
(0117 932 5538/7296). www.avonvalleyrailway.org
See website for dining trains.

BALALAKERAILWAY
December12-13 (Santa’s annual visit)
Llanuwchllyn station, Gwynedd.
www.bala-lake-railway.co.uk

BARROWHILLROUNDHOUSERAILWAY
CENTRE
December5-6,12-13,19-20,26-27
January2-3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Campbell Drive, Barrow Hill, Chesterfield
(01246 472450). Open: 10.00-16.00.
www.barrowhill.org.uk

BARRYTOURISTRAILWAY
December12-13,19-20 (SantaSpecials)
The Station Buildings, Barry Island, Barry Island,
CF62 5TH, SouthWales (01446 748816).
www.barrytouristrailway.co.uk

BARTONHOUSERAILWAY
December20,March28
Barton House, Hartwell Road,Wroxham, Norfolk
NR12 8TL (01603 782470/722858).
www.bartonhouserailway.org.uk
Events: December 20 Santa Specials.

BATTLEFIELDLINE
December5-6,12-13,19-20,23-24,
27-28,31-January3
Shackerstone station, Shackerstone, Leics CV13 6NW
(01827 880754).
www.battlefieldline.co.uk. Station open most
Sats and Suns (11.45-17.00) and bank holidays.
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 23-24 Santa
Specials, 27-28, 31-January 1 Mince Pie Specials,
2-3 Steam Gala.

BLUEBELLRAILWAY
December5-8,12-15,19-20,22-24,
26-31
January: Seewebsite for runningdays
Sheffield Park station, East Sussex (01825 720800).
www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 23-24 Santa Specials,
19-20 Reindeer Specials. See website for Afternoon
Tea Lounge Car and Sunday Carvery DiningTrains.

BODMIN&WENFORDRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-24,27-28,
30-January1
Bodmin General station, Cornwall (01208 73666).
www.bodminrailway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.

BO’NESS&KINNEILRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-20,30-31,
January2-3

Bo’ness station, Bo’ness,West Lothian EH51 9AQ
(01506 822298). www.bkrailway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20 Santa Specials,
30-31 Hogmanay Black Bun Specials.

BOWESRAILWAY
December5-6 (OpenDays)
SpringwellVillage, Gateshead,Tyne &Wear
NE9 7QJ (0191 4161847). www.bowesrailway.co.uk
Museum is open everyTues andThurs (10.00-15.00).

BRECONMOUNTAINRAILWAY
December1-6,8-13,15-23,27-31
Pantstation,MerthyrTydfil CF482UP(01685722988).
www.breconmountainrailway.co.uk
Events: December 1-6, 8-13, 15-23 Santa Specials.

BRESSINGHAMSTEAM&GARDENS
December5-6,12-13,19-20,22-24
(SantaSpecials)
Bressingham Steam Experience, Diss
(01379 686906). www.bressingham.co.uk
Open: 11.00-16.00; Steam Days,Wed-Sun; Bank
Holiday Mondays; and every day in school holidays.

BRISTOLHARBOURRAILWAY
MuseumopenTuesday-Friday (10.00-
17.00)&weekends (10.00-18.00)
M Shed, PrincesWharf,Wapping Road, Bristol
BS1 4RN (0117 3526600). www.mshed.org

BUCKINGHAMSHIRERAILWAYCENTRE
December5-6,12-13,19-20,27-28
QuaintonRoad,Quainton,Aylesbury,Bucks
HP224BY(01296655720).www.bucksrailcentre.org
Events: December 5-6, 12-13 Days OutWithThomas.

BUREVALLEYRAILWAY
December4-6,11-13,18-24,
27-January3
Aylsham station, Norwich Road, Aylsham, Norfolk
(01263 733858). www.bvrw.co.uk
Events: December 4-6, 11-13, 18-24 Santa Specials.

BURSLEDONLIGHTRAILWAY HNGRT
December6 (Christmasat the
Brickworks)
Bursledon Brickworks Industrial Museum, Coal Park
Lane, Swanwick, Southampton SO31 7GW
(01489 576248). www.hngrt.org.uk

BURYTRANSPORTMUSEUM
OpenWednesday-Sunday (10.00-16.00)
Bolton Street, Bury, Lancs BL9 0EY
(0161 763 4457). www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk/
burytransportmuseum or email: transport.
museum@east-lancs-rly.co.uk

CALEDONIANRAILWAY
December6,12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
The Station, Park Road, Brechin DD9 7AF
(01356 622992). www.caledonianrailway.com

CAMBRIANHERITAGERAILWAYS
Llynclys:December13,20
(SantaSpecials)
Oswestry:December5,12,19
(SantaSpecials)
Llynclys South Station SY10 8BX and Suite 1,
CambrianVisitor Centre, Oswald Road, Oswestry,
Shropshire SY11 1RE (01691 688763).
www.cambrianrailways.com

CARNFORTHSTATIONVISITORCENTRE
Daily (10.00-16.00)
Carnforth station, Lancashire LA5 9TR.
www.carnforthstation.co.uk
Events: December 5 Santa at Station, 18 Jazz Lunch.
See website for films season.

CHASEWATERRAILWAY
December1,3, 5-6, 8,10,12-13,19-20,
22-24 (SantaSpecials)
Chasewater Country Park, Pool Road, Brownhills,
Staffs (01543 412121).
www.chasewaterrailway.co.uk

CHICHESTER&DISTRICT SOCIETYOF
MODELENGINEERS
December6,13 (SantaSpecials)
Blackberry Lane, off Bognor Road, East Chichester,
West Sussex PO19 7FS. www.cdsme.co.uk

CHINNOR&PRINCESRISBOROUGH
RAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-20,27-28
January2-3
Chinnor station, Oxon OX39 4ER (timetable 01844
353535). www.chinnorrailway.co.uk
Events:December5-6,12-13,19-20SantaSpecials,
12CarolEvening,27-28,January2-3MincePieSpecials.

CHOLSEY&WALLINGFORDRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
Wallingford station, Hithercroft Road,Wallingford
(01491 835067).
www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com

CHURNETVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-6, 9, 12-13,16,19-20,22-24,
26-28, January3,24
StationRoad,CheddletonST137EE
(01538750755).www.churnet-valley-railway.co.uk/
Events: December 5-6, 9, 12-13, 16, 19-20, 22-24
Santa Specials.

COLEFORDGREATWESTERNRAILWAY
MUSEUM
OpenonFridays, Saturdaysandbank
holidays (14.30-17.00)
The Old Railway Station, Railway Drive, Coleford,
Gloucs GL16 8RH (01594 833569/832032).
www.colefordgwr.150m.com/aboutus.html

COLNEVALLEYRAILWAY
December12-13,19-20,22
(SantaSpecials)
Castle Hedingham, Essex CO9 3DZ (01787 461174).
www.colnevalleyrailway.co.uk

CORRISRAILWAY
December12-13 (SantaSpecials)
StationYard, Corris, Machynlleth SY20 9SH.
www.corris.co.uk

DARLINGTONRAILWAYMUSEUMHEAD
OFSTEAM
OpenWednesday-Sunday (11.00-15.30)
North Road Station, Darlington DL3 6ST.
(01325 460532).
www.darlington.gov.uk/culture/headofsteam

DARTMOUTHSTEAMRAILWAY
December3,5, 10,12-13,17,19-24,
27-31
January2
Queens Park station,Torbay Road, PaigntonTQ4 6AF
(01803 555872).
www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk
Events: December 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.

DEANFORESTRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,24,27,31
Norchard, Forest Road, Lydney (01594 845840).
www.deanforestrailway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20,
24 Santa Specials.

DERWENTVALLEY LIGHTRAILWAY
Seewebsite forSantaSpecials
Yorkshire Museum of Farming, Murton Park, Murton
Lane, Murton,YorkYO19 5UF
(tel enquiries via Murton Park 01904 489966).
www.murtonpark.co.uk/the-railway/

DIDCOTRAILWAYCENTRE
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,22-23,
27-January3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Didcot, Oxon OX11 7NJ (01235 817200).
www.didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 22-23Thomas
and Father Christmas.

EASTANGLIANRAILWAYMUSEUM
Daily for static viewing (10.00-16.30)
Chappel station,Wakes Colne, Colchester CO6 2DS
(01206 242524). www.earm.co.uk
Events: December 6, 13, 20 Days OutWithThomas
and Santa.

EASTKENTRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-14,19-20,22-24
(SantaSpecials)
White Cliffs Colliery Line, Station Road,
Shepherdswell, Dover CT15 7PD (01304 832042).
www.eastkentrailway.co.uk/

EAST LANCASHIRERAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,26-28
January2-3,8-10,15-17,23-24,30-31
Bolton Street station, Bury, Lancs BL9 0EY
(0161 764 7790). www.east-lancs-rly.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials,
2, 9, 16 Christmas Shopper Specials, 26, 28 Mince
Pie Specials, January 1Whiskey Chaser, 8-10, 15-17
Scotsman in Steam.

EASTLEIGHLAKESIDESTEAMRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,26-31
January1-3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Lakeside Country Park,Wide Lane, Eastleigh,
Hampshire SO50 5PE (02380 612020).
www.steamtrain.co.uk
Events: December 12-13, 19-20 Santa Specials.

EASTSOMERSETRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,22-24
(SantaSpecials)
Cranmore station, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet,
Somerset BA4 4QP (01749 880417).
www.eastsomersetrailway.com

ECCLESBOURNEVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-6, 9, 12-13,16,19-20,
23-24,29-30
Wirksworth station, off Coldwell Street,Wirksworth
DE4 4FB (01629 823076). www.e-v-r.com

Events: December 5-6, 9, 12-13, 16, 19-20, 23-24
Santa Specials.

ELSECARHERITAGERAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-22,28
ElsecarHeritageCentre,WathRoad,Elsecar,Barnsley
S748HJ(01226746746).Opendaily for staticviewing.
www.elsecarrailway.co.nr
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-22 Santa Specials.

EMBSAY&BOLTONABBEY
STEAMRAILWAY
December5-6, 8, 12-13,19-20,26-27
Bolton Abbey station, Skipton,
NorthYorkshire BD23 6AF (01756 710614).
www.embsayboltonabbeyrailway.org.uk
Events:December5-6,8,12-13,19-20SantaSpecials.

EPPINGONGARRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,23-24,
27-28,31
January1-3
Ongar station, Station Approach, Ongar, Essex
CM5 9BN (01277 365200). http://eorailway.co.uk/
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 23-24 Santa
Specials, 27-28, 31 Mince Pie Specials, January 2-3
NewYear Gala.

EVESHAMVALE LIGHTRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,27-January
3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Evesham Country Park,Twyford, Evesham,Worcs
WR11 4TP (01386 422282). www.evlr.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.

EXBURYGARDENSRAILWAY
December12-13,19-20
(TheChristmasPostal Express)
Exbury Gardens, Southampton SO45 1AZ
(023 8089 1203). Open 10.00-17.00.
www.exbury.co.uk

FAIRBOURNERAILWAY
December19-20 (SantaSpecials)
Beach Road, Fairbourne, Gwynedd LL38 2EX (01341
250362). www.fairbournerailway.com

FFESTINIOGRAILWAY
December2-3, 9-10,12-13,19-20,22-23,
26-January1
Harbour station, Porthmadog LL49 9NF
(01766 516073). www.festrail.co.uk/
Events: December 12-13, 19-20, 22 Santa Specials.

FOXFIELDRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,23-24
(SantaSpecials)
Caverswall Road station, Blythe Bridge,
Stoke-on-Trent ST11 9EA (01782 396210/259667).
www.foxfieldrailway.co.uk

GLOUCESTERSHIREWARWICKSHIRE
RAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,22-24,
26-31
The Railway Station,Toddington (01242 621405).
www.gwsr.com Events: December 5-6, 12-13,
19-20, 22-24 Santa Specials.

GREATCENTRALRAILWAY
December5-6, 9, 12-13,16,19-31
January1-3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Great Central Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire
(01509 230726). www.gcrailway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 9, 12-13, 16, 19-24 Santa
Specials.

GREATCENTRALRAILWAY
NOTTINGHAM
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,24,27-28
MereWay, Ruddington, Nottingham NG11 6NX
(off the A60) (0115 940 5705). www.gcrn.co.uk
Events:December5-6,12-13,19-20,24SantaSpecials.

GROUDLEGLENRAILWAY
December12-13,19-20,26
Onchan, IsleofMan(01624670453).www.ggr.org.uk
Events: December 12-13, 19-20 Santa Specials.

GWILI RAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,22-24,
January24
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthen (01267 238213).
www.gwili-railway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 22-24 Santa
Specials. See website for dining trains.

HAYLINGSEASIDERAILWAY
December5-6, 9, 12-13,16,19-24,26-31
January1-3,6, 9-10,13,16-17,20,23-24,
27,30-31
Hayling Island, Hants PO11 0AG (023 9237 2427).
www.haylingseasiderailway.com

HEATHERSLAWLIGHTRAILWAY
December13,20 (SantaSpecials)
Ford Forge, Heatherslaw, Cornhill-on-Tweed,
NorthumberlandTD12 4TJ (01890 820317).
www.heatherslawlightrailway.co.uk

HELSTONRAILWAY
December3,6, 10,12-13,17,20-24,
27,31
January: Seewebsite foropeningdays
Trevarno Farm, Prospidnick Farm, Helston, Cornwall
(07875 481380). www.helstonrailway.co.uk/events
Events: December 12-13, 20-23 Santa Specials.

ISLEOFWIGHTSTEAMRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,26-27,
January1
The Station, Haven Street PO33 4DS
(01983 882204). www.iwsteamrailway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials,
26 Mince Pie Specials.

KEIGHLEY&WORTHVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,24,
26-January3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Haworth station, Keighley BD22 8NJ
(01535 645214). www.kwvr.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 24 Santa
Specials, 26-January 3 Mince Pie Specials.

KEITHANDDUFFTOWNRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
Dufftown Station, Dufftown, Banffshire AB55 4BA
(01340821181(Fri-Sun),01343870429(Mon-Thur).
www.keith-dufftown-railway.co.uk

KEMPTONSTEAMRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13 (SantaSpecials)
Adjacent to Kempton Park Pumping Station,
Snakey Lane, MiddlesexTW13 6XH (01932 765328).
www.hamptonkemptonrailway.org.uk

KENT&EASTSUSSEXLIGHTRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,22-24,
January1
TenterdenTN30 6HE (01580 765155).
www.kesr.co.uk Events: December 5-6, 12-13,
19-20, 22-24 Santa Specials.

KEWBRIDGESTEAMMUSEUM
OpenTuesday-Sunday (11.00-16.00)
Green Dragon Lane, BrentfordTW8 OEN (Kew Bridge
station) (020 8568 4757). www.kbsm.org

KIRKLEES LIGHTRAILWAY
December4-6, 11-13,18-20,22-24
(SantaSpecials)
ClaytonWest station, Huddersfield (01484 865727).
www.kirkleeslightrailway.com

LAKESIDE&HAVERTHWAITERAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
Haverthwaite station, Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 8AL
(01539 531594). www.lakesiderailway.co.uk

LAVENDERLINE
December5-6, 12-13,19-23
(SantaSpecials)
Isfield station, Uckfield, East SussexTN22 5XB
(01825 750515). www.lavender-line.co.uk

LEADHILLS&WANLOCKHEADRAILWAY
December5-6 (SantaSpecials)
Lowthers Railway Society,The Station, Leadhills,
Lanarkshire ML12 6XS. www.leadhillsrailway.co.uk/

LEIGHTONBUZZARDRAILWAY
December2,5-6, 9,12-13,16,19-20,
22-23 (SantaSpecial)
Page’s Park station, Billington Road,
Leighton Buzzard LU7 4TN (01525 373888).
www.buzzrail.co.uk

LINCOLNSHIREWOLDSRAILWAY
December12-13,19-20, January1
Ludborough station, Grimsby DN35 5QS
(01507363881).www.lincolnshirewoldsrailway.co.uk
Events: December 12-13, 19-20 Santa Specials.

LLANBERIS LAKERAILWAY
December1-2, 6, 12-13,19-20
Gilfach Ddu, Llanberis, Caernarfon, Gwynedd
LL55 4TY (01286 870549). www.lake-railway.co.uk
Events: December 6, 12-13, 19-20 Santa Specials.

LLANGOLLENRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,23-24,
26-January1
The Station, Abbey Road, Llangollen LL20 8SN
(01978 860979). www.llangollen-railway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 23-24 Santa
Specials.

LOCOMOTION:THENRMATSHILDON
Daily (10.00-16.00)
Shildon, Co Durham. Free admission
(01388 777999). www.nrm.org.uk

LONDONTRANSPORTMUSEUM
Daily
Covent Garden Piazza, LondonWC2E 7BB (020 7565
7299 -24-hour recorded information, 020 7379 6344
-switchboard). www.ltmuseum.co.uk
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LONDONTRANSPORTMUSEUMDEPOT
January29-30
2MuseumWay,118-120GunnersburyLane,London
W3.Checkthewebsite formoreopenweekendsand
guidedtours–www.ltmuseum.co.uk
Tickets forguidedtours (11.00and14.00)mustbe
pre-booked–bookonlineor telephonethebooking
officeon02075657298.

LYNTON&BARNSTAPLERAILWAY
December12-13,19-24 (SantaSpecials),
26-January1 (MincePieSpecials)
Woody Bay station, Parracombe, Devon EX31 4RA
(01598 763487). www.lynton-rail.co.uk

MANGAPPSRAILWAYMUSEUM
December5-6,12-13,19-20,24,26-27
Southminster Road, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex
(01621 784898). www.mangapps.co.uk
Events:December5-6,12-13,19-20,24SantaSpecials.

MAUDRAILWAYMUSEUM
Ringmuseumforopening times
Station Road, Maud, Aberdeenshire AB42 5LY
(01771 622906). Open noon to 16.00.
Enquiries to bdp@scotmail.net

MIDDLETONRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-20,23-24,
January1
TheMiddletonRailwayTrustLtd,TheStation,
MoorRoad,Hunslet,LeedsLS102JQ(01132710320).
www.middletonrailway.org.uk Events: December
5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 23-24 Santa Specials.

MIDHANTSRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-24,
26-January1, February12-14
The Station, Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG
(01962 733810). www.watercressline.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials,
26-27WWII Christmas Leave.

MIDLANDRAILWAYBUTTERLEY
December5-6,9,12-13,16,19-20,22-24,
27-28, January1-3, 10,17,24,30-31
ButterleyStation,Ripley,Derbyshire (01773747674).
www.midlandrailway-butterley.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 9, 12-13, 16, 19-20, 22-24
Santa Specials, January 2-3 Caprotti Crescendo Gala.

MIDNORFOLKRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,16,19-20,
23-24,27
January2-3
Station Road, Dereham, Norfolk (01362 690633).
www.mnr.org.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 16, 19-20, 23-24
Santa Specials, January 2-3 Festive Diesel Gala.

MIDSUFFOLKLIGHTRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,20 (SantaSpecials)
Brockford station,Wetheringsett, Stowmarket
IP14 5PW (01449 766899). www.mslr.org.uk

MONKWEARMOUTHSTATIONMUSEUM
Monday-Saturday (10.00-17.00),
Sunday (14.00-17.00).
North Bridge Street, Sunderland SR5 1AP
(0191 567 7075). www.twmuseums.org.uk/
monkwearmouth Free admission.

MUSEUMOFRAILTRAVEL
Daily (11.00-16.00)
Ingrow Railway, South Street, Keighley,West
Yorkshire BD21 5AX Centre (on A629 Keighley-
Halifax road) (01535 680425).
www.Ingrowrailwaycentre.co.uk

MUSEUMOFSCIENCEAND INDUSTRY
Daily (10.00-17.00)
Liverpool Road, Castlefield, Manchester M3 4FP
(0161 832 2244). www.mosi.org.uk
Free admission.

NATIONALCOALMININGMUSEUM
Daily (10.00-17.00)
Caphouse Colliery, New Road, Overton,Wakefield
WF4 4RH (01924 848806).
www.ncm.org.uk Free admission.

NATIONALRAILWAYMUSEUM
Daily (10.00-18.00)
Leeman Road,York (0844 8153 139).
www.nrm.org.uk Free admission.

NENEVALLEYRAILWAY
December2,5-6,9, 12-13,16,19-21,
23-24,27
January1-3,10,17,24,31
Wansford station, Stibbington, Peterborough
(01780 784444). www.nvr.org.uk Events: December
2, 5-6, 9, 12-13, 16, 19-21, 23-24 Santa Specials.

NORTHAMPTON&LAMPORTRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
Brampton station, Chapel Brampton, Northants
NN6 8BA (01604 820327). www.nlr.org.uk

NORTHNORFOLKRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-24
(SantaSpecials),

26-January3 (MincePieSpecials)
The Station, Sheringham NR26 8RA
(01263 820800). www.nnrailway.co.uk

NORTHYORKSHIREMOORSRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-22,
27-January3
Pickering stationYO18 7AJ (01751 472508).
www.nymr.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-22 Santa Specials.

OLDKILNLIGHTRAILWAY
Seewebsite for runningdates
Rural Life Centre, Reeds Road,Tilford, Farnham,
Surrey GU10 2DL. www.oldkilnlightrailway.com

PEAKRAIL
December5-6,12-13,19-24
January9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Matlock station, Derbyshire DE4 3NA
(01629 580381). www.peakrail.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.

PERRYGROVERAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-24,27-January
3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Perrygrove Road, Coleford, Gloucs GL16 8QB
(01594 834991). www.perrygrove.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.

PONTYPOOL&BLAENAVONRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-21
(SantaSpecials)
Off B4248 between Blaenavon and Brynmawr
www.pontypool-and-blaenavon.co.uk

POPLARMINIATURERAILWAY
December2,5-6,9, 12-24,27-31
Poplar Nurseries, Coggeshall Road, MarksTey,
Colchester CO6 1HR (07780 603001).
info@poplarrailway.co.uk

RAVENGLASS&ESKDALERAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-23,
26-January3
Ravenglass, Cumbria (01229 717171).
www.ravenglass-railway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-23 Santa Specials.

RHYLMINIATURERAILWAY
December19-22
Central Station, Marine Lake,Wellington Road, Rhyl
LL18 1LN (01352 759109).
www.rhylminiaturerailway.co.uk/
Events: December 19-22 Santa Specials.

RIBBLE STEAMRAILWAY
December5-6,12-13,19-21
(SantaSpecials)
Albert Edward Dock, Riversway Docklands, Preston.
www.ribblesteam.org.uk

ROCKSBYRAIL RUTLANDRAILWAY
MUSEUM
December20, January17
Ashwell Road, Cottesmore, Oakham LE15 7BX
(01572 813203 or 01780 764118 after 16.00).
www.rocks-by-rail.org/
General opening hours onTues,Thurs and Suns:
10.00-17.00 (last admission 16.00).

ROMNEY,HYTHE&DYMCHURCH
RAILWAY
December5-6,11-13,19-24,
29-January1

New Romney station, Kent (01797 362353/6).
www.rhdr.org.uk
Events: December 5-6, 11-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.

RUSHDENTRANSPORTMUSEUM&
RAILWAY
OpenFriday (14.00-16.00), Saturday
(14.00-16.00), andSunday (10.00-16.00)
RushdenTransport Museum, Rushden station,
Station Approach, Rushden, Northants NN10 0AW
(01933 353111). www.rhts.co.uk Events: December
12-13 Santa Specials, 28 Mince Pie Specials.

SEVERNVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,
26-January3
Bewdley,Worcs DY12 1BG (01299 403816).
www.svr.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.
Check website for details of dining opportunities.

SHIPLEYGLENTRAMWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,26-27
January 1,3, 10,17,24,31
Prod Lane, Baildon,WestYorkshire, BD17 5BN
(07773 001250). www.shipleyglentramway.co.uk/

SOMERSET&DORSETRAILWAY
OpenSunday (10.00-16.00) for static
viewing,andMonday (13.00-16.00)
Midsomer Norton South station, Silver Street,
Midsomer Norton, Avon BA3 2EY (01761 411221).
www.sdjr.co.uk

SOUTHDEVONRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,18-23,
26-January3
The Station, Buckfastleigh, Devon (0845 345 1420).
www.southdevonrailway.org
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 18-23 Santa Specials.

SOUTHTYNEDALERAILWAY
December12-13,19-21 (SantaSpecials)
The Station, Alston, Cumbria CA9 3JB
(01434 381696;Talking timetable 01434 382828).
www.south-tynedale-railway.org.uk/

SPAVALLEYRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,26-28,
31-January3
West Station, RoyalTunbridgeWells, KentTN2 5QY
(01892 537715). www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk/
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials.
See website for details of dining trains.

STALBANSSOUTHSIGNALBOX
December13, January16-17,23-24
Ridgmont Road, St Albans AL1 3AJ.
www.sigbox.co.uk Opening times – December:
14.00-17.00; January: 10.00-16.00.

STEAMRAILWAYMUSEUMOFTHE
GWR
Daily (10.00-17.00)
Kemble Drive, Swindon SN2 2TA (01793 466646).
www.steam-museum.org.uk
The library and archive is open Mon-Friday (10.00-
16.00) by appointment only (01793 466607).

STEEPLEGRANGELIGHTRAILWAY
December12-13 (SantaSpecials)
Steeplehouse station, Old Porter Lane,Wirksworth,
Derbyshire (DE4 4LS for sat navs) (07769 802587).
www.steeplegrange.co.uk

STRATHSPEYRAILWAY
December5-6, 9-13,16-20,23-24,
26-27,30-31
Aviemore station, Dalfaber Road, Aviemore,
Inverness-shire (01479 810725).
www.strathspeyrailway.co.uk/ Events: December
5-6, 9-13, 16-20, 23-24 Santa Specials.

SUTTONHALLRAILWAY
Ring railway for runningdays
Tabors Farm, Sutton Hall, Shopland Road, Rochford,
Essex SS4 1LQ (01702 334337).

SWANAGERAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-24,
26-January3
Swanage station, Dorset BH19 1HB (01929 425800).
www.swanagerailway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-24 Santa Specials,
4, 11 Christmas CarolTrain.

SWINDON&CRICKLADERAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20
(SantaSpecials)
Tadpole Lane, Blunsdon, Swindon SN25 2DA
(01793771615).www.swindon-cricklade-railway.org

TALYLLYNRAILWAY
December19-20,24,26-31, January1-2
Wharf station,Tywyn, Gwynedd LL36 9EY
(01654 710472). www.talyllyn.co.uk
Museum open 10.00-14.00.
Events: December 19-20, 24 Santa Specials.

TANATVALLEY LIGHTRAILWAY
See website for opening times
Nant MawrVisitor Centre, Rednal,West Felton,
Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 9HW (01948 781079).
www.tvlr.co.uk

TANFIELDRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,23-24,
26-27
January3,10,17,24,31
Marley Hill Engine Shed, Old Marley Hill, Gateshead,
Tyne &Wear NE16 5ET (for sat navs)
(0845 463 4938). www.tanfield-railway.co.uk
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 23-24 North
Pole Express, 26-27 Mince Pie Specials.

TARKAVALLEYRAILWAY
Seewebsite foractivitiesevery
Thursday
Torrington Station/The Puffing Billy, Station Hill,
GreatTorrington, Devon EX38 8JD. (07881 905260).
www.tarkavalleyrailway.co.uk

TEIFIVALLEYRAILWAY
Seewebsite for runningdates
Henllan station, Henllan, Llandysul SA44 5TD
(01559 371077). www.teifivalleyrailway.org

VALEOFRHEIDOLRAILWAY
December19-23 (SantaSpecials)
Park Avenue, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion SY23 1PG
(01970 625819). www.rheidolrailway.co.uk

WELLSTOWALSINGHAMLIGHT
RAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,26-27,
January1-3
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk NR23 1QB
(01328 711630 - 08.00 to 17.00).
www.wellswalsinghamrailway.co.uk/
Events:December5-6,12-13,19-20ChristmasSpecials.

WELSHHIGHLANDRAILWAY C
December2-3, 9-10,12-13,19-20,22-23,
26-January1
Harbour station, Porthmadog, Gwynedd LL49 9NF
(01766 516000). www.festrail.co.uk
(Bookings: Porthmadog 01766 516024, Caernarfon
01286 677018). Events: December 12-13, 19-20,
22-23 Santa Specials.

WELSHPOOL&LLANFAIR LIGHT
RAILWAY
December12-13,19-20 (SantaSpecials)
The Station, Llanfair Caereinion,Welshpool, Powys
SY21 0SF (01938 810441). www.wllr.org.uk/

WENSLEYDALERAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,16,19-20,22-24,
27-30, January1-2
Leeming Bar station, Leases Road, Leeming Bar,
Northallerton, NorthYorkshire DL7 9AR
(Ticketline 08454 50 54 74).
www.wensleydalerailway.com
Events: December 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 22-24 Santa
Specials, 16 Christmas Shopping Special.

WESTLANCASHIRE LIGHTRAILWAY
December12-13,19-20 (SantaSpecials)
Station Road, Hesketh Bank, Preston, Lancs PR4 6SP
(01772 815881). www.wllr.net

WESTSOMERSETRAILWAY
December5-6, 12-13,19-20,22-24,
27-January1
TheRailwayStation,Minehead,SomersetTA245BG
(01643704996).www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk
Events:December5-6,12-13,19-20,22-24Santa
Specials,7-8CarolTrains,28-29WinterSteamFestival.
Seewebsite fordiningtrains,MurderMysteryand
DunsterbyCandlelightspecials.

WHITWELL&REEPHAMSTATION
December5-6, 12-13,18-21,24,
26-27,31
January2-3,9-10,16-17,23-24,30-31
Whitwell Road, Reepham, Norfolk NR10 4GA
(01603 871964). www.whitwellstation.com
Station and loco yard open every weekend.
Steam days are held on the first Sunday of each
month. Midweek visits by appointment.
Events: December 12-13, 18-21 Santa Specials.

YEOVILRAILWAYCENTRE
December6,13,19-20,23 (Santa
Specials), 30 (MincePieSpecials)
Yeovil Junction station, Stoford,Yeovil, Somerset
BA22 9UU. www.yeovilrailway.freeservers.com
Shop open every Sunday (10.00-12.00).

Yourevent shouldbe inhere.
TheRailwayMagazine is anxious to learn all about
your rail-related events.
Contact Jon Longman,The Railway Magazine,
Mortons Media Ltd, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR or
email railway@mortons.co.uk
Event organisers – please ensure that your entry has
contact details and let us have your entries by the
deadline (see page 126 for details).
It is advisable to contact the event organiser before
setting out on your journey as we cannot be held
responsible for any inaccuracies or changes in event
details. Please note that many museums’opening
times may be subject to change on public holidays.

Peckett 0-4-0ST Teddy runs along the recently completedMountsorrel branch line on October 25 towards Swithland, where the new line
is connected to the Great Central Railway. At the rear is NER ‘H’ class 0-4-0T No. 1310. LOUIS HURST



Are you staging an event you think should be on this page? Send brief details, no later than the 10th of the month before the issue you wish the
event to appear in, to: Meetings, Railway Magazine, Media Centre, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR. Alternatively, email to railway@mortons.co.uk
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FILMS

EXHIBITIONS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Basingstoke & District Railway Society . Wote St Club,
New Road, Basingstoke RG21 7NG. 19.45.
‘Railways Through the Mountains’: Colin Boocock.
Burton Railway Society . Marston’s Social Club, Shobnall
Road, Burton-upon-Trent DE14 2BG. 19.30.
‘Railway Roundabout Films from Pat Whitehouse’s Day’:
Michael Whitehouse.
Cheshire Lines . The Blossoms Hotel, Stockport. 19.30.
‘Czech Republic 2014 (including steam specials)’:
John Owen.
Pennine Railway Society . Salutation Inn, South Parade,
Doncaster DN1 2DR. 20.00. Pennine Shield - Round 2.
Stephenson Locomotive Society (SLS). Coney Hill
Baptist Church, Coney Hill Road, West Wickham,
Kent BR4 9BU. 19.30.
‘Christmas Turkey and Mince Pies’: Jeremy Harrison.
Talking of Trains. Surbiton Library, Ewell Road, Surbiton
KT6 6AG. 19.00. ‘Railway Blunders – Part 1’: Dick Crane.
Warwickshire Railway Society. Lamp Tavern, Barford
Street, Highgate, Birmingham B5 6AH. 19.30.
Members’ slides and Christmas quiz.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bath Railway Society. Church Hall, St Mary’s, Bathwick,
Bath. 19.30.
‘Railways in the Second World War’: Peter Keat.
Great Central Railway Society (Sheffield branch).
The Harlequin, 108 Nursery Street, Sheffield S3 8GG.
19.30. ‘Capturing the Action Lineside’: Alan Burkwood.
Lutterworth Railway Society. United Reformed Church,
George Street, Lutterworth, Leics LE17 4EF. 19.30.
‘Grantham to March via Peterborough’: Peter Groome.
Railway Correspondence & Travel Society (RCTS). The
Crown, Market Square, Stony Stratford,
Milton Keynes. 19.30.
Annual meeting followed by members’ contributions.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
RCTS. St Peter’s Church Hall, Church Road, Filton, Bristol.
19.30. ‘The Network South East Story’: Chris Green.
RCTS. County Hotel, Lancaster Road, Carnforth. 19.30.
Annual meeting followed by annual picture quiz with
John Broughton.
RCTS (Kettering). 19.30. Quiz: Northampton branch
versus Kettering & District Locomotive Society.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Mirfield Railway Enthusiasts’ Society. Navigation Tavern,
Station Road, Mirfield. 19.30.
‘Big Four to BR days’: John Whiteley.
North Yorkshire Moors Railway (Northallerton area
group). Northallerton Town Cricket Club, Farndale
Avenue, Northallerton DL7 8SN. 19.30.
Members’ evening and Christmas social.
RCTS. The Elwick Club, Church Road, Ashford. 19.30.
Annual meeting followed by ‘Network Rail up to Date’:
David Ward.
RCTS. Christ Church Community Hall, Burney Lane,
Ward End, Birmingham. 14.00. ‘Dutch Railways on DVD –
Steam, Diesel and Electric – Part 1’: Brian Hutton.
RCTS. Weston Favell Parish Hall, Booth Lane South,
Weston Favell, Northampton. 19.30.
Annual meeting and Christmas evening.
Stafford Railway Society. Amasal Sports & Social Club,
St Albans Road Industrial Estate, Stafford ST16 3DR.19.30.
Christmas members’ evening.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
GreatWestern Society (GWS). BAWA, 589 Southmead
Road, Filton, Bristol BS34 7RG. 19.45.
‘An Evening with RTR DVDs’: Robin Jordan.
LCGB (North London). Wood Green Social Club,
1-3 Stuart Crescent, London N22 5NJ. 14.00.
‘The Network South East Story’: Chris Green.
Monmouthshire Railway Society. Theatre A10, University
of South Wales, City Campus, Usk Way, Newport,
South Wales NP20 2BP. 19.00.
‘Colour Rail Evening’: Paul Chancellor.
Pewsey Vale Society. Woodborough Social Club,
Smithy Lane, Woodborough, Pewsey, Wilts SN9 5PL. 19.30.
‘First 10 Years of BR Western Region Post Nationalisation
and What Happened Next’: Martin Wilcocks.
RCTS (Merseyside, Chester and NorthWales branch).
Observation at Stafford (09.30 and 15.30). Alan Turton
01606 854227. alan.christine@daisytally.fsnet.co.uk
RCTS. Nottingham Mechanics, 3 North Sherwood Street,
Nottingham. 19.30. ‘Start of the High-Speed Train Era
(HST Western Region)’: Chris Darrall.
RCTS. The Black Beauty, Keddington Road, Scunthorpe.
14.00. Annual meeting followed by members’
presentation, quiz, pie and pea supper.
Scottish Railway Preservation Society. Vestry Hall,
Holy Trinity Scottish Episcopal Church, Avon Street,
Motherwell ML1 3AD. 19.30.
‘Vintage BR Steam in Digital Colour’: Dr David Williams.
Wells Railway Fraternity. Wells Town Hall, Wells,
Somerset. 19.30. Annual meeting followed by quiz.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bradford Railway Circle. Sedbergh Community Centre,
Huddersfield Road, Odsal, Bradford BD16 1DJ. 19.30.
70th annual meeting followed by members’ night.
Bromsgrove Railway Club. St Godwald’s Church Hall,
Bromsgrove. 19.15. Club annual meeting, mystery speaker
and photo competition.
Oxfordshire Railway Society. Seacourt Day Centre,
Seacourt Road, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LD. 19.30.
‘29th Annual Bumper Film Show’: Frank Banfield.
Talking of Trains. Surbiton Library, Ewell Road, Surbiton
KT6 6AG. 19.00. Christmas Special - with guest speaker Ian
Brown, former managing director of TfL’s London Rail.
Thorncombe Rail Activities Club.
Thorncombe Village Hall, Thorncombe, Chard
TA20 4NE. 19.30.
‘Out and About in the Garden of England’: Amyas Crump.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Aln Valley Railway. Old Waiting Room, Alnwick Station. 19.15.
Annual buffet, raffle and evening of short presentations from
members and guests.
Continental Railway Circle (London and Home
Counties). St Paul’s Church Centre, Rossmore Road,
Marylebone, London NW1 6NJ. 19.15.
‘Lance King’: Colin Boocock.
Irish Railway Record Society (London area). Function
Room, Rugby Tavern, 19 Great James Street, London
WC1N 3ES. 19.00. ‘The West Clare Railway’: Michael Walsh.
Scottish Railway Preservation Society/RCTS.
Quaker Meeting House, 7 Victoria Terrace, Edinburgh
EH1 2JL. 19.30. ‘The Borders Railway’: Colin Macdonald.
Severn Valley Railway (Cheshire branch).
Queens Hotel, Sunderland Street, Macclesfield SK11 6JW.
19.45. Members’ evening.
Stevenage Locomotive Society. Community Arts Centre,
Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage. 19.30.
‘Steam in Perspective’: Mike Tyack.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Great Central Railway (Leics area supporters group). Church
Hall, Church Lane (opposite Quorndon Fox pub), Quorn, Leics.
19.30. ‘Main Line Steam 2015’: Karl Jauncey and Dave Richards.
GWS. Lawn Community Centre, Guildford Avenue, off
Windsor Road, Lawn, Swindon SN3 1JE. 19.15.
Festive evening with members’ slides.
GWS. Pauling Human Sciences Centre, 58 Banbury Road,
Oxford OX2 6QS. 19.30.
Christmas evening meeting with a quiz.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bournemouth Railway Club. Avon Room, Winton
Methodist Community Centre, junction of Alma Road and
Heron Court Road, Bournemouth. 14.30.
Annual meeting, the Peter Smith Address and annual
dinner at the Ocean View Hotel, East Cliff (18.30 for 19.00).
Cornwall Railway Society. Community Centre,
Foundry Row, Redruth. 18.30. ‘Out and About Around the
Garden of England’: Amyas Crump.
Ffestiniog Railway Society (Hants and Sussex area
group). Physic Garden, 16 High Street, Petersfield, Hants
GU32 3JJ. 19.00. Christmas social.
Irwell Vale Railway Photographers. Irwell Vale
Methodist Church, Milne Street, Irwell Vale BL0 0QP (off
B62570). 19.30.
‘The W Hubert Foster Collection’: Victor Drake.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Lincoln Railway Society. St Hugh’s Church, Harewood
Crescent, North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 8JG. 19.30.
‘Saxonia - a History of The Railways of Saxony’:
Graham Lightfoot.
Southern Electric Group (Sussex branch). Deall Room,
Southwick Community Centre, Southwick BN42 4TE.
19.30. Members’ evening and Christmas raffle.
York Railway Circle . Main School Hall, Archbishop
Holgate’s School, Hull Road, York YO10 5ZA. 19.30.
‘Steam In 2015’: Graham Briggs of GB Productions.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Grimsby & Cleethorpes Railway Group.
The No. 1, Station Approach, Cleethorpes DN35 8AX.
19.30. ‘Railways in a Yorkshire Landscape’: Stephen Gay.
PermanentWay Institution (West Yorkshire section) .
The Pullman Room, Cosmopolitan Hotel,
2 Lower Briggate, Leeds LS1 4AE. 18.30. ‘Five Decades of
Derailment Investigation’: Mike McLoughlin.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Ipswich & District Historical Transport Society. Salvation Army
Citadel, 558 Woodbridge Road, Ipswich. 19.30. ‘The Organising
of London Underground 150’: Mark Honeywood.
Pennine Railway Society. Salutation Inn, South Parade,
Doncaster DN1 2DR. 20.00. Digital images presentation.
RCTS. County Hall, West Street, Chichester. 19.30.
Annual meeting followed by ‘LMS electrics’: David Brown,
author of the two definitive volumes Southern Electric.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Grantham Railway Society. St John’s Church,
Station Road East, Grantham NG31 6BX. 19.30.
Annual meeting and members’ slides.
LCGB (NW Branch). The Pied Bull Hotel, High Street,
Newton-le-Willows. 19.30. ‘The Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway’: Keith Naylor.
Lutterworth Railway Society. United Reformed Church,
George Street, Lutterworth, Leics LE17 4EF. 19.30.
‘Scotland 59-68’: Roger Johnson.
LCGB (Croydon branch). United Reformed Church Hall
(Primary Room), Addiscombe Grove, Croydon CR0 5LP.
19.30. ‘Steam in the Landscape’: Steve Wright.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Gosport Railway Society. Methodist Church, Stoke Road,
Gosport. 20.00.
Film night: ‘The Ladykillers’ and Christmas buffet.
GWS. Village Hall, Stoke St Mary, Taunton TA3 5DE. 19.30.
‘Our Members Entertain’: m/c Peter Triggs.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
GWS. Parish Centre, Church End Road, Kingskerswell,
Torbay TQ12 5LD. 18.30.
Christmas evening – Colin & Rosemary Stone Entertain,
plus ‘50 Years Ago’: Peter Triggs.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Great Central Railway Society (Killamarsh branch).
The Travellers Rest, Mansfield Road, High Moor, Killamarsh,
Sheffield S21 2BW. 19.30. ‘Just a Few Lines’: Ken Grainger.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bradford Railway Circle. Sedbergh Community Centre,
Huddersfield Road, Odsal, Bradford BD16 1DJ. 19.30.
‘Monsoon Tours Faces & Places’: Philip Lockwood.

2016
MONDAY, JANUARY 4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
RCTS. Christ Church Community Hall, Burney Lane,
Ward End, Birmingham. 14.00.
Members’ slides and digital contributions.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
RCTS. Beechen Grove Baptist Church, Clarendon Road,
Watford. 19.00.
Annual meeting followed by members’ slides.
Southern Electric Group (South Hants branch).
Eastleigh Railway Institute, Romsey Road, Eastleigh.
19.30. ‘Trams in Lyon, Grenoble and St Etienne in the
Summer of 2015’: Martin Petch.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Cheshire Lines. The Blossoms Hotel, Stockport. 19.30.
‘Up and Over – from the Devon Banks to Beattock’:
Alf Storey.
RCTS. Garston Royal British Legion, Woolton Road,
Liverpool. 14.00.
‘Merseyside Connections – 1973-1985’: Brian Roberts.

SLS. Coney Hill Baptist Church, Coney Hill Road,
West Wickham Kent BR4 9BU. 19.30.
‘Highs and Lows on the Narrow Gauge’: Mike Brookes.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bath Railway Society. Church Hall, St Mary’s, Bathwick,
Bath. 19.30.
‘Great Western Electrification’: Russell Jackson.
Great Central Railway Society (Sheffield branch).
The Harlequin, 108 Nursery Street, Sheffield S3 8GG. 19.30.
‘Midland Railway Victorian Elegance’: Steve Duckworth.
Lutterworth Railway Society. United Reformed Church,
George Street, Lutterworth LE17 4EF. 19.30.
‘Cutting Edge’: Lester Hillman.
SLS. St John Ambulance Centre, Sandes Avenue, Kendal
LA9 4LL. 19.15.
‘LNWR Side Tank Coal Engine No. 1054’: Peter Skellon.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
GCR (Leics area supporters group). Church Hall,
Church Lane (opposite Quorndon Fox), Quorn, Leics.
19.30. ‘From BR to Preservation on the Great Central
Railway’: John Brooks.
RCTS. St Peter’s Church Hall, Church Road, Filton,
Bristol. 19.30.
‘Swindon Works – the Formative Years’: Brian Arman.
RCTS. County Hotel, Lancaster Road, Carnforth. 19.30.
‘Building the New Patriot Locomotive - The Unknown
Warrior’: Richard Sant.
SLS. Mining Institute Lecture Theatre, Neville Hall,
Westgate Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 19.00.
‘Reviving The Franco-Ethiopian Railway’: Phil Kirkland.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Railways Remembered/FriendsOf TheNRM.
National Railway Museum, Leeman Road, York YO26 4XJ.
19.00. ‘Loco-Spotting Days (BR 1950/6’s)’: Rob Foxon.
Details: 01472 362436.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Railways Remembered. The Rothley Centre, Mountsorrel
Lane, Rothley, Leics LE7 7PR. 19.30. ‘Special End of Year
Programme’: Rob Foxon. Details: 0116 289 0531.

SATURDAYSUNDAY, DECEMBER 1213  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
47thRAILEXNorthEast/Blyth&TyneModelRailwaySociety .The
Quorum Business Park, Benton Lane, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
NE12 8BS. Saturday: 10.00-17.00. Sunday: 10.00-16.00.
Around 40 layouts from N to O Gauge. There will be 14
demonstrations covering most aspects of modelling and
numerous displays showing the latest technology in model
railways – Digital Command Control. Trade stands, tombola,
refreshments and free visitor car parking with disabled
access. Tickets: £6, £3 for children, family tickets (two adults
and two children) £15. Advance tickets are available from
www.smartmodels.co.uk/railex-ne-tickets These advance
tickets will allow early entry from 9.30am on both days.
For further information, visit website www.railexne.com,
ring 07900 431042 or email btmrs@sky.com.

Former Network SouthEast managing director Chris Green is giving two lectures about the BR sector on December 4 and 8. It all
started on June 10, 1986, with a press launch atWaterloo station using Class 50 No. 50023 Howe and Class 455/8 No. 5850 in the
new NSE red, white & blue livery. BRIAN MORRISON
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BARRY JONES
Specialist in the sale and purchase of
secondhand railway and steam road

transport literature.
Railway timetables, posters, maps,

publicity photographs and official items.
Model railway and railway collectables

always sought.
28 Marine Crescent, Worthing BN12 4JF

Tel: 01903 244655
Email: barryjones28@virginmedia.com

RAILWAY BOOKS
Rare and out of print

4,000+ to view at

www.nigelbirdbooks.co.uk
01974 821281
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DVDS

BOOKS

ENGINEERING

EVENTS

FOR SALE
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■ For publication, take pictures at largest size, resolution and compression.
■ Hi-res JPEGs or TIFFs should be resized to min 7x5in at 300dpi with no layers or

sharpening (with TIFFs, select byte order as ‘PC’).
■ Captions plus your name and contact details MUST be embedded in the ‘File Info’

section. A brief contents list must be written on CD sleeves and on the CD itself
(but do not stick labels on CDs).

■ Delete the camera’s automatic file-naming codes and replace with ones
incorporating your initials, train/loco number, location, date –
e.g: NP_91104Retford070410.jpg

■ If posting CDs, send thumbnails and captions. We cannot return CDs.
■ If e-mailing shots, send only 72dpi initially at max size of 8x6in to

rmpix@mortons.co.uk. Your co-operation is appreciated.

How to submit digital photos

Friends ofTheRailwayMagazine
A link to The RM is included on the websites of several heritage railways and rail
enthusiast organisations. Among the Friends of The RailwayMagazine sites are:

1. GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY
www.gcrailway.co.uk

2. FFESTINIOG RAILWAY www.festrail.co.uk
3. NORTH NORFOLK RAILWAY

www.nnrailway.co.uk
4. RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF

IRELANDwww.steamtrainsireland.com
5. SOUTH DEVON RAILWAY

www.southdevonrailway.org
6. EMBSAY & BOLTON ABBEY STEAM RAILWAY

www.embsayboltonabbeyrailway.org.uk
7. TALYLLYN RAILWAYwww.talyllyn.co.uk
8. MID-NORFOLK RAILWAY www.mnr.org.uk
9. SOUTH TYNEDALE RAILWAY

www.strps.org.uk
10. SCOTTISH RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY

www.srps.org.uk
11. SPA VALLEY RAILWAY

www.spavalleyrailway.co.uk
12. BODMIN &WENFORD RAILWAY

www.bodminandwenfordrailway.co.uk
13. CHOLSEY &WALLINGFORD RAILWAY

www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com
14. FAIRBOURNE RAILWAY

www.fairbournerailway.com
15. CALEDONIAN RAILWAY

www.caledonianrailway.co.uk
16. BURE VALLEY RAILWAYwww.bvrw.co.uk
17. BRITISH TRAMS ON LINE

www.britishtramsonline.co.uk
18. EAST ANGLIAN RAILWAYMUSEUM

www.earm.co.uk
19. CHASEWATER RAILWAY

www.chasewaterrailway.co.uk
20. BOWES RAILWAY www.bowesrailway.co.uk
21. BARROWHILL ROUNDHOUSE

www.barrowhill.org.uk
22. ENGINE SHED SOCIETY

www.engineshedsociety.co.uk
23. ABRAIL www.abrail.co.uk

24. MIDDLETON RAILWAY
www.middletonrailway.org.uk

25. EAST SOMERSET RAILWAY
www.eastsomersetrailway.com

26. DEAN FOREST RAILWAY
www.deanforestrailway.co.uk

27. PEAK RAIL www.peakrail.co.uk
28. SCARBOROUGH RAILWAY SOCIETY

www.scarboroughrailwaysociety.org.uk
29. LINCOLNSHIREWOLDS RAILWAY

www.lincolnshirewoldsrailway.co.uk
30. ROYAL DEESIDE RAILWAY

www.deeside-railway.co.uk
31. PUBS NEAR THE STATION

www.pubsnearthestation.com
32. PUBS NEAR THE TUBE

www.pubsnearthetube.com
33. GREATWESTERN (SVR) ASSOCIATION

www.gw-svr-a.org.uk
34. UK STEAM

www.uksteam.info
35. STEPHENSON LOCOMOTIVE SOCIETY

www.stephensonloco.org.uk
36. MARLOW& DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

www.mdrs.org.uk
37. GAINSBOROUGHMODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY

www.gainsboroughmodelrailway.co.uk
38. WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY

www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk
39. CONTINENTAL RAILWAY CIRCLE

www.continentalrailwaycircle.org.uk
40. RAILWAY PERFORMANCE SOCIETY

www.railperf.org.uk
41. LNER (SVR) COACH FUND

www.lnersvrcoachfund.org.uk
42. KEITH & DUFFTOWN RAILWAY

www.keith-dufftown-railway.co.uk
43. ALN VALLEY RAILWAY

www.alnvalleyrailway.co.uk
44. SWANAGE RAILWAY

www.swanagerailway.co.uk

How to order a subscription

Back issues

Binders

Bound volumes
£48 per vol incl p&p (12 issues approx) or £40 if collected. For more information
see website: www.walternewbury.co.uk; email: info@walternewbury.co.uk;
or call 020 8472 0526. Send copies with your name and address plus remittance to:
Walter Newbury Ltd, Dagenham Business Centre, Unit 19, 123 Rainham Road North,
Dagenham, Essex RM10 7FD

High-quality binders are just £11.50 including UK postage and packing
(add £2.25 for Europe and £4.75 for rest of the world).
TOORDER: Simply write to: The Railway Magazine Binder Offer, Mortons Media
Group Ltd, Media Centre, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR. Please state quantity required
and enclose a cheque for the correct amount, made payable to Mortons Media
Group Ltd. Readers overseas please note we can only accept either Sterling Bankers
Draft or credit card payments.

Limited numbers are available at £4.95 incl p&p (£6.40 for Europe, £7.10 for rest of
the world). Phone 01507 529529 to check availability.

Have your RM sent direct to you eachmonth!
Visit www.railwaymagazine.co.uk or turn to p28 in this issue
Full subscription rates (but see p28-29 for offer *): (12 months 12 issues, incl post &
packing) – UK £51.60 (one year); £103.20 (two years); £154.80 (three years), Republic
of Ireland £73.75 and overseas £62.75-£80. UK subscriptions are zero-rated for the
purposes of Value Added Tax. *Existing subscribers receive a monthly exclusive offer.
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Freepost RTKU-YJBY-HJCR, The Railway Magazine Subscriptions, Mortons Media
Group Ltd, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR. Tel: 01507 529529. Fax: 01507 371066.
email: subscriptions@mortons.co.uk
Overseas subscription enquiries:
The Railway Magazine Subscriptions, PO Box 99, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs
LN9 6LZ United Kingdom (please attach correct postage). Tel +44 (0)1507 529529.
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Newsstand distribution byWorldwide Media Services Inc,115 East 23rd Street,
New York, NY 10010. USA Postmaster: Send address corrections to The Railway
Magazine’s US agent: Mercury International Ltd, 365 Blair Road, Avenel, NJ 07001,
USA. Periodicals postage paid at Rahway, New Jersey.

A good way to ensure you receive every issue of The RailwayMagazine is to
place an order with your local newsagent. Once set up, your copy of The Railway
Magazine will be held for you to collect, saving you the time and frustration of
having to search the newsstands. Some newsagents may even offer a home
delivery service, making it easier still for you to obtain your copy.

So simply complete the form below (you can photocopy it if you wish) and
take it to your local newsagent today.

NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM
■ Please reserve/deliver* a copy of The RailwayMagazine on a regular basis,
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Magazinei

Initials .............................. Surname.........................................................................................
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Daytime Tel No .........................................................................................................................
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On occasion, Mortons Media Group Ltd may decide to contact you by post/phone regarding information relating to current offers of products or services (including
discounted subscription offers) which we believe may be of interest to our readers. If you do not wish to receive such offers please tick this box.
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Send completed form (photocopies are accepted) to: Christmas Crossword Quiz, The Railway
Magazine,Mortons Media Group Ltd, Media Centre, MortonWay, Horncastle LN9 6JR. Open to
UK entrants only.Winners will be announced in the February 2016 issue. The winners will be
the senders of the first all-correct solutions opened in our office.

Christmas crossword entry form

The editor’s decision
is final and no
correspondence can be
entered into.
No employee (including
the immediate families)
of Mortons Media
Ltd or any subsidiary
company, and
The Nostalgia
Collection or any
subsidiary company,
or any company
associated with the
production of
The RailwayMagazine,
may enter this
competition.
No purchase necessary.
No cash alternatives
are offered and prizes
are not transferable.
Responsibility
cannot be accepted
for delayed, lost or
damaged entry forms.

Solution to the October issue
Across: 1 Princes 5 Holkham 9 Pandora
10 ABC 11War 12 Ringstead 14 Firth
15 Sarum 17 Tattenham 19 Melisande
21 Domes 24 Roche 25 Franconia 27 HST
28 Dee 29 Glossop 31 Rhymney 32 Red Star
Down: 1 Papyrus 2 Inn 3 Cross 4 Staverton
5 Heald 6 Lichfield 7 Haworth 8 Markham
13 NLR 16 Missenden 18 The Ranger
19 Merthyr 20 Loch Tay 22 Man 23 Snapper
25 Fiery 26 Chord 30 Set
October winner:Mr J Tuckett, Shirehampton,
Bristol.
Runners-up: Anna Siemazko, Hebden Bridge,
West Yorkshire: George Allsop, Eckington,
Sheffield.
The closing date for this month’s crossword
is January 8, 2016.
The January issue will be on sale on
January 6, 2016

The crossword
winner and
two runners-
up can choose
books worth
£50 and £25,
respectively,
from the
extensive
Nostalgia
Collection.

Bumper Christmas prize crossword
£100 worth of Nostalgia Collection books to be won
Sponsored by

■ Puzzle compiled byWILL ADAMS

The NOSTALGIA Collection
Visit us at

www.nostalgiacollection.com

When all the answers are in place,
36 across will spell out the common
name of the feast day of GWR
No. 2929, whose namewill appear
in 41 across. (Both answers need the
addition of one letter at the end of
one and the beginning of the other.)

Across
1 Word that precedesWembley,
Acton and Harrow on the London
Underground (5)
4 Blue ___,West Somerset Railway
station (6)
7 Penultimate station on theWigan-
Southport line (5,3)
12 Manual signalbox operating
component (5)
13 Number of cylinders on
a ‘Black Five’ (3)
14 East ___, GCR station between
Nottingham and Leicester (5)
16 Gresley’s middle name (5)
17 Station immediately east of
Hastings (3)
18 Part of a locomotive frame in which
an axlebox fits and moves (9)
19 GWR station between Gloucester
and Grange Court (5,6)
22 Word preceding ‘Castle’, ‘Chariot’ and
‘Stream’ in A2/3 names (3)
23 Efail ___, Barry Railway station south
of Treforest (4)
26 GNR station between Hatfield and
Dunstable (4)
27 ___ Darby, Class 86 No. 86247 (7)
28 and 25 down ___ Pole, GWR
‘Castle’No. 5066 (3,5)
30 and 52 across Name carried by
Class 31 No. 31455 (3,3)
31 Highland Railway junction station
for the Fochabers Town branch (9)
33 Word appended to 46 down
as the nickname of a ‘hybrid’ class of
GWR 4-4-0s (3)
34 Carlisle shed, 12B (7)
48 ___ South Africa, A4 No. 60009 (5,2)
49 ___ Harris, Dowlais station on the
Taff Bargoed Joint (3)
50 ___ & Thame Parkway, new station
north of Princes Risborough (9)
51 ___ Peters, late railway
photographer and author (3)
52 See 30 across
53 Location with Bec and Broadway
stations on London’s Northern Line (7)

54 Sir Richard ___, LNWR chairman,
1861-91 (4)
56 FamousWCML incline and summit (4)
58 ___ Street,Walthamstow station that
became Central in 1968 (3)
60 GWR No. 4961 (7,4)
61 ‘Jubilee’No. 45608 (9)
63 Passenger train collecting power
from the third rail, perhaps (1,1,1)
64 Type of railways made possible by an
Act of 1896 (5)
66 St ___, No. D9001 (5)
68 Railway guide first published in 1853
(1,1,1)
69 Open wire-sided truck for parcels, etc,
introduced in 1964 (5)
70 Ben ___, penultimate station on the
Ilkley branch (8)
71 Port ___, Caledonian and NBR goods
station in Glasgow (6)

72 Royal ___ Grey, preserved ‘Deltic’
No. D9000 (5)

Down
1 ‘B1’No. 61019 (7)
2 Class of broad gauge GWR 2-2-2 – a
33 across, perhaps? (5)
3 Frank ___, Liverpool-based model
railway pioneer (6)
4 ___ Hall, GWR No. 7801 (7)
5 Station on the Paisley Canal
branch (9)
6 ___ & Camber Tramway (3)
8 Terminus of a GER branch from
Mellis (3)
9 Nickname for an Ivatt GNR 0-8-0,
from the length of its boiler (4,3)
10 Code for a Southern Region
63 across with a corridor and
interconnecting gangway (3)
11 Fighter ___, ‘Battle of Britain’
No. 34055 (5)
14 St ___Warrior Square (8)
15 Sir Richard ___, Class 87
No. 87026 (9)
20 Smoke and steam ejected from a
loco chimney (7)
21 Tunnels on the Midland main line
south of St Albans (7)
24 Worcester ___ Hill (5)
25 See 28 across
26 Lord ___, ‘Lord Nelson’No. 30861 (5)
29 NorthWales coast line station (4)
32 ___ Hill, station and tunnel between
Smethwick and Stourbridge Junction (3)
35 Term applied to Ross safety
valves, from the sound they make when
lifting (3)
37 Laurence ___, actor commemorated
by Class 86 No. 86233 (7)
38 Tram ___, GWR station SW of
Hereford (3)
39 Colin T ___, celebrated railway
photographer (7)
40 ___ Sturrock, GNR locomotive
engineer, 1850-66 (9)

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year from the editor and staff

42 Word following Braceborough and
Woodhall in GNR station names (3)
43 Earl of ___, GWR No. 5055 (5)
44 Cross ___, GWR Halt on the Severn
Beach line (5)
45 B1 No. 61030 (5)
46 Iron ___, ‘Britannia’No. 70014 (4)
47 ___ &Worth Valley Railway (8)
50 ‘Patriot’No. 45543 (4,5)
53 Terminus of a GER branch from
Elsenham (7)
55 County ___, GWR No. 1001 (2,5)
57 ‘EM1’electric No. 26053 (7)
59 ___ Bay, station on the St Ives
branch (6)
60 ___ Star, ‘Britannia’No. 70026 (5)
62 City of ___, preserved GWR
No. 3440 (5)
65 ___ Crusader, ‘A3’No. 60108 (3)
66 Yeovil ___ Mill (3)
67 Slang term for a ground or shunt
signal (3)
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