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Ideally, residential harmony is 
achieved through the abundance of 
space. From calculations of proportions 
to the interplay between structural 
function and harmonious ease, we delve 
into the construction of a familiar, 
domestic, human space. Organizing a 
given space intelligently elevates a home 
into a rare, ine print of the family 
living in that space.

Guided by its vision of ofering spacious 
living within intimate communities, 
Philippine Realty & Holdings Corp 
(Philrealty) is in the business of building 
projects that boast of one of the 
largest cuts in its category. PhilRealty 
pioneered the concept of “home 
replacement” here in the Philippines, 
the concept of vertical living with 
minimal lifestyle change.

For PhilRealty, luxury is being the 
least dense development and ofering 
the most generous space in an upscale 
market segment — a philosophy 
evident in their latest ofering: Sky 
Villas at One Balete. Set to rise as the 
second phase of the 2-hectare, six-tower 
One Balete development, Sky Villas 
serves as the fruition of PhilRealty’s 
spatial wealth expertise coupled with 
the luxurious comfort and exclusivity 
entrenched in the neighborhood of 
New Manila.

Relaxing and airy, Sky Villas will have 
rooms that feature a clever use of glass 
and metal to achieve a modern look 
that allows people to revel in freedom 
and ease. he loor to ceiling windows 
bring the outdoors in, blurring the 
borders of separation and providing 

uninterrupted views of scenic Ortigas, 
the San Juan reservoir and Quezon 
City. he light wells that let in soft 
natural light bring it all together, 
giving the room a calming natural 
ambiance. he expansive provisions of 
space relect the age-old standards of 
luxury, proving that suburban comfort 
is possible even when it’s translated to 
a vertical living community.

To know more about Sky 
Villas at One Balete and 
how it nurtures its vision 
of spacious living within 
intimate communities, visit 
www.skyvillas.com.ph or 
contact 02-416-8686. Visit 
the showroom at Sky Villas at 
One Balete, 1 Balete cor. N. 
Domingo Street, New Manila, 
Quezon City.

LTS. No. 029984 Displayed 
images are digital renderings 
only except for the bathroom.

Step into a well- deined sanctuary that 
welcomes you with full-height windows in every 
room and high ceilings that give you ample 
breathing room and a generous living space to 
fulill the life you choose.

Rediscover your passion for creating delectable 
masterpieces with SMEG appliances as your 
companion in your Sky Villas kitchen.

he expansive provisions of space relect the age-old standards of luxury, proving that suburban comfort is possible even when it’s 
translated to a vertical living community.

Each Sky Villas unit stimulates your senses 
by welcoming you in its luxurious upgraded 
bathrooms and glass shower enclosures, adorned 
by choice ixtures from Grohe and Kohler.

THE MERITS OF 

INTELLIGENT SPACE

SkyVillas at 

One Balete

offers 

spacious 

living within 

intimate 

communities
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letter from the editor

THE END OF THE YEAR inevitably brings an urge to look back; 
we review the highlights and outstanding moments of the year 
that was as we face the year that is about to come. The past is never 
really that far, as we do need the joys and sorrows of the past not 
only to comfort us but to guide us. And the future is never really 
that unknown, as we do plant the seeds of our future with the 
deeds of the past. This is true not only in our personal lives but in 
the world of design as well. The year 2015 will be notable for many 
events, definitely, but in the pop culture this year was celebrated 
as the “future” that Marty McFly traveled to in his time machine, 
which was a DeLorean sportscar. Some news reports noted that 
some of the technology predicted in the movie do have modern 
parallels such as Google glasses, smart phones and yet there were 
also devices we were still waiting for, such as self-lacing Nikes and 
the flying hover boards. Another Back to the Future moment for 
me was an interview with Ingo Bade, the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Meissen Asia Pacific proved to be an insightful af-
ternoon. Meissen is a 300-year-old company, that started making 
porcelain but now has couture, home furnishings and accessories, 
and jewelry in its illustrious portfolio. “We have more than 90,000 
designs in our archives. So the design of a porcelain jar can become 
a couture gown. Or the mosaic in a castle floor can become a lamp.”

My own realization of how the space-time continuum can 
collide came at a much more quiet moment. For many travelers, 
museums have become the new cathedrals, now capable of inspir-
ing awe and soul nourishment. My parents insisted on touring 
museums when I was a child, and I have gotten a bit weary of 
museums. And yet, once in a while, a particular one will spark my 
interest. A friend who had gone to Seoul, Korea brought me back 
a book of the Samsung Leeum Museum, which is actually three 
museums in one complex. Museum 1 houses traditional Korean 
art, and was designed by Mario Botta, an Italian. Museum 2 exhib-
its modern and contemporary international and Korean art, and 
was designed by Jean Nouvel, a Frenchman. The third building 
is not technically a museum but called a learning center and was 
designed by Rem Koolhass, a Dutchman. On the side of Museum 
2 is a lighting installation that reads: Memories of the Future. As I 
perused the photos in the book, and realized that a pan-European 
designed building complex commissioned by an Asian conglomer-
ate that showcases the past, the future and education seems like a 
good template for the future.

We have brought together examples of what we feel are excel-
lent examples of art and design in the present. We cherish our past 
and look excitedly towards the future. And we wish you all the best 
holiday season! Cheers!

Looking  
Back,  
Moving  
Forward 
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home family

norman marielterence

richiealysse

Norman Lleses 
Norman has been in the lifestyle 
photography business for nearly 
a decade now, having several 
highly publicized events at up-
scale venues under his belt. He 
is also a favorite photographer 
for some of the biggest names in 
the world of food and beverages, 
hotels and restaurants, appar-
els, transportation with several 
celebrity pictorial thrown in and 
mixed for good measure. 

Terence Saw
Terence is a graduate of College 
of Saint Benilde. He is a former 
programmer who loves to 
travel, a certified diver, and 
currently works as a freelance 
photographer.

Mariel Abanes
Mariel discovered her passion 
for writing way back in Grade 5, 
when she was first introduced to 
journalism as an ‘actual job.’ Fast 
forward to present, she’s now 
working for ABS-CBN Publish-
ing, Inc. as an Editorial Assistant 
for UAAP Magazine, which 
unleashed her hidden love for 

sports. She also contributes to 
API titles like Chalk, Working 
Mom and StarStudio, and her 
first time for Metro Home and 
Entertaining. Although she’s 
relatively new to the publishing 
industry, she eagerly pursues 
her true calling and constantly 
reaches for her dreams. Aside 
from writing countless stories, 
she loves to travel and eat out 
whenever time permits. She’s 
a follower not of rules, but her 
happiness. 

Alysse Asilo 
Alysse graduated cum laude at 
the University of Santo Tomas, 
College of Fine Arts and Design. 
She’s currently an Associ-
ate Art Director and has done 
illustration works for various 
magazines like Esquire, Town 
& Country, Candy Magazine, 
Multisport, and Soul BGC. Add 
to this list a coloring book for 
adults, “Hue Can Do It,” which 
features works by other Filipino 
artists as well. In her free time, 
she loves to travel, hoard art 
materials, and sleep.

Richie Anne Villacorta
Metro Home and 
Entertaining’s intern, Richie, 
is a 19 year-old Journalism 
student at the Centro Escolar 
University. A traveler, and a 
certified cat-lover, she enjoys 
reading books, especially 
detective stories. She is also a 
self-proclaimed foodie, who goes 
out of her way to try out new 
cafes and restaurants.
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elements / LEADS

Nordic Noel 
MIXING IN FESTIVE GOLD DECOR  
WITH CLASSIC SCANDINAVIAN STYLE
BY BARBARA PARDO TIANGCO 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY NORMAN LLESES  
AND PAUL DEL ROSARIO

Tired of the traditional red , green and 
white Christmas décor in your home? Mix 
in some bling with the vintage and natural 
color tones of Scandinavian furniture 
by adding luxurious gold tones. It’s a 
subtle yet efective way to add festivity 
to your home without taking Christmas 
too literally. A small gold painted wooden 
Christmas tree, for example, blends 
seamlessly with the bleached wood tones. 
A whimsical gold turkey wishbone table 
accessory, too, can instantly add fun to any 
bookcase or tabletop. 

Mixing in plush textures such as fur 
throws, or using fabrics with beautiful 
textures can also warm up the spartan 
look of any area.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Sea urchin on wood 
base, small, P4,620. Sea urchin on wood base, 
large, P6,600. Coral branch bowl, P8,593, all 
from Moss Manila Home. Copen console, price 
available upon request. Embla chair, price 
available upon request. Stockholm stool low, 
price available upon request, all from Philux. On 
stockholm stool: Fur stocking polar bear,P2,450. 
Fur stocking grey wolf, P2,450, both from 
Pottery Barn. On first tier of console: Gold wish 
bone with white base, P5,160, Moss Manila Home.
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You can’t go wrong with a mono-
chromatic palette. A pale cow’s 
hide and wheaten divider set a 
beautiful backdrop for a beige, 
gold and gray color combination. 
The dried golden frond and gold 
pine cone are gentle nods at the 
autumn and winter up ahead.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Valencia 
divider, price available upon request. 
Stockton chair, price available upon 
request, both from Philux. Hour glass, 
large, P2,590. Pine corn ornament, 
P11,000, both from Blue Carreon Home. 
Wooden bird Christmas ornament, 
P350, Nest. Accent X side table, price 
available upon request, Philux.

elements / LEADS
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elements / LEADS

Scandinavian simplicity at its best. 
Beautiful items need little adornment, 

proving once again that less is more.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Antique silver Christmas 
pinecone, P500, Kish. Round mirror, P3,495, 

Dimensione. Naturally shed deer antler brass finish, 
P6,790. Bird candle cage, P5,586. Mosaic bone 

decorative box, P4,098, all from Moss Manila Home. 
Wooden house Christmas ornament, P350, Nest. 

Perroquet magnifier, P3,600, Blue Carreon Home. 
Clive basket in honey, P2,450, Pottery Barn. Lamp 

sphere antique brass, 30cm x 76cm, P20,000. 
Boxwood wreath, medium, P2,300, all from Kish. 

10  METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING | VOL. 12 NO. 6



elements / TRENDS

Red Letter 
Days

A SPLASH OF RED FOR 
A MONTH FULL OF 
RED LETTER DAYS

BY BARBARA PARDO TIANGCO 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY NORMAN LLESES  

AND PAUL DEL ROSARIO

ABOVE PHOTO. CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Faux potted poinsettia, 
P995, Pottery Barn. Antler 3-candleholder gold, P3,049.20, Moss 
Manila Home. Lightup glitter house, P2,450, Pottery Barn. Brass 
hour glass, P5,150.25, Moss Manila Home. Copen desk with hutch, 
price available upon request. Luna chair, price available upon 
request, both from Philux. Chevron ivory/red carpet, P14,000, 
Kish. COUNTERCLOCKWISE: Ruby hand-etched glasses, 1 set, 
P11,400. Peking vases, P12,900 each. Bamboo box brass, P24,800, 
all from Blue Carreon Home. Naughty/Nice knitted pillow cover, 
P2,950, Pottery Barn. Tic tac toe brass, P33,900, Blue Carreon 
Home. Merry Christmas sent pillow cover, P1,950, Pottery Barn. 
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elements / PICKS

HYGIENIC DISHWASHER
Elba’s IDW 155-60 Built-in Dishwasher ofers 
a convenient and hygienic solution to washing 
dishes. Its design features versatile trays for 
loading anything from fine crystal ware to large 
pots and pans, and a removable cutlery tray for 
easy loading. Available in all leading appliance 
stores nationwide and Elba outlets located in 
MC Home Depot in Ortigas cor. Meralco Ave., 
tel. +63 2 683 0101, and in Bonifacio Global City, 
tel. +63 2 511 7885. 

MOMS, GET  
THE SLEEP  
YOU DESERVE
Sleep pattern changes are 
inevitable with motherhood. 
Dunlopillo, one of the world’s 
most beloved beddings brands, 
understands good sleep. Dunlo-
pillo’s NormaBlock has the most 
superior innerspring system. It 
is durable, supportive and flex-
ible to contour the body’s spinal 
shape and provide unsurpassed 
comfort. Visit Dunlopillo show-
rooms at 16 Acropolis Commercial 
Area, E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave., Libis, 
Quezon City, EDSA Cubao and 
the MC Home Depot Fort Branch.

GAGGENAU 
PARTNER CHEF 
Gaggenau Philippines part-
nered with Cross Cultures 
by Cheryl Tiu for a two-day 
event in Manila last October 
with Asia’s No. 1 restau-
rant, Gaggan. Chef Gaggan 
Anand showcased three of 
his signature dishes at a 
by-invitation only event to 
30 people at the Gaggenau 
Kitchen on 46 McKinley, 
Forbes Park. He presented 
his full menu at Gallery 
Vask. The 50-seat dinner, 
priced at P7,900+/ head, 
sold out within just a couple 
of hours of announcing.

THE GLENLIVET
The single malt Scotch whisky that started 
it all reaches a new milestone nearly two 
centuries since it began distilling. Today it has 
become the largest selling single malt whisky 
in the world. The Glenlivet embodies the rich 
heritage of the Speyside whisky, an innova-
tive spirit and exceptional quality. In a private 
tasting event at the Hotel Intercontinental, 
international brand ambassador Darren Hosie 
presented four expressions of the Glenlivet and 
the meticulous process each batch undergoes. 
The Glenlivet 12YO, the Glenlivet 15YO, the 
Glenlivet 18YO and the 16YO Nadurra were 
all part of the experience. Each expression 
was paired with food elements, such as dried 
apricots, trule chocolates and sultanas, to re-
ally bring out the complex flavors of the whisky. 
With such a rich history and consistent excel-
lence, it’s no wonder the Glenlivet has become 
the single malt of choice. –Raph Kiefer
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elements / PICKS

GLAMOUR  
AND FROST 
Festive glamour and nature’s 
frost create a mood of celebra-
tion for the holidays at H&M 
Home, using shades of silver, 
frosted white, gold and red. It’s 
a focused message of decora-
tive and functional pieces 
to mix and match, bringing 
fashion and fun to the tradi-
tions of the season. H&M 
Home is available in Robinsons 
Magnolia, Robinsons Place Er-
mita, SM Makati and SM North 
Edsa. For more information, 
visit hm.com.

‘THE LITTLE BAMBOO  
THAT COULD’
Dubbed “The Little Bamboo That Could,” 
Loudbasstard produces the world-renowned 
bamboo amplifier. Company co-founder, 
president and CEO, Cebu-born Koh Onozawa, 
25, allots part of sales for the Filipino deaf 
communities to hear and appreciate music, in 
partnership with Starkey Hearing Foundation 
and Deaf Community Advocate JP Maunes for 
the assessment, distribution, and maintenance 
of hearing aids. Loudbasstard is now available 
in top design stores in Asia, Europe and America 
or directly shipped from the Philippines on www.
loudbasstard.com.

MIELE GENERATION  
6000 APPLIANCES
Miele, a leader in premium domestic home appliances 
from Germany, comes in full force with the release of 
The Generation 6000 appliances. There’s the 45cm 
Combi Steam Oven that combines the health benefits 
and speed of steam cooking with the versatility of a 
conventional oven in one harmonious design. The 
top-of-the-line G 6990 fully integrated dishwasher is 
equipped with Knock2Open technology that allows 
you to have a handle-less design for a clean minimalist 
finish to your kitchen. Miele Domestic Appliances are 
exclusively distributed in the Philippines by Focus Global 
Inc., with showrooms at The Residences at Greenbelt, 
San Lorenzo Tower, Esperanza Street, Makati City, T 
+632 794.2095 to 96 | T/F +632 794.2097; Twenty-four 
Seven McKinley 24th Street corner 7th Avenue, McKin-
ley Parkway, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, T +632 
705.9999 | F +632 833.6377; Pioneer corner Reliance 
Streets, Mandaluyong City, T +632 634.8587 | F +632 
634.8738; Design Center of Cebu, P. Remedios corner 
A.S. Fortuna Streets, Mandaue City, Cebu, T +6332 
520.9888 / 238.7605 | F +6332 239.2844.

ROOFTOP 
REVOLUTION
Does rooftop solar make financial 

sense? Yes, through bill reduction, 

energy replacement and inflation 

control. A 3-kilowatt Yes! Solar 

system can save you a monthly 

average of P3,900, while a 

5-kilowatt Yes! Solar system saves 

P6,500 and a 7-kilowatt Yes! Solar 

system saves P9,100. Yes! Solar is 

about moving away from traditional 

sources of energy that are non-

renewable. We see Solar as a means 

to an end, which is responsible 

stewardship of our environment. 

For more information, visit www.

yessolarphilippines.com.
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elements / PICKS

FINE-DINING STEAKHOUSE
Chosen as the first store outside Tokyo, Ruby Jack’s Manila 
ofers an exquisite menu of great steaks, abundant Big Reds, 
top shelf whites and champagnes to perfectly accompany 
freshly shucked oysters, crustaceans or even a Ruby Jack’s 
favorite, Crabbe Cake Donut. Ruby Jack’s Steakhouse & Bar 
is located at the Upper Ground Floor, City of Dreams Manila, 
Diosdado Macapagal Blvd., Entertainment City, Paranaque 
City. For inquiries and table reservations, contact +63 2 801 
8888 (telephone), or fax +63 2 886 9646. Visit www.ruby-
jacks.ph or www.Facebook.com/RubyJacksManila. 

TIMELESS  
KITCHEN STYLES 
SieMatic has three kitchen style 
collections. The SieMatic Pure style 
collection is best described as elegant, 
modern, without frills, handle-less, 
not heavy. The kitchen models in the 
SieMatic Classic style collection are 
timeless, authentic and stylish. The 
Urban style collection is perfect for 
apartments, lofts, townhouses, and 
penthouses. Exclusively distributed 
by Focus Global Inc., with showrooms 
at Twenty-four Seven McKinley, 24th 
Street corner 7th Avenue, McKinley 
Parkway, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, 
T +632 705.9999 | F +632 833.6377; 
Pioneer corner Reliance Streets, Manda-
luyong City, T +632 634.8587 | F +632 
634.8738; Design Center of Cebu, P. 
Remedios corner A.S. Fortuna Streets, 
Mandaue City, Cebu, T +6332 520.9888 
/ 238.7605 | F +6332 239.2844.

PERFECT LIGHTING 
Steltz has a complete line of outdoor lighting systems that not only 
illuminates outdoor spaces well after dark but also provides elegant ac-
cents to any home. It is also more than happy to recommend designers 
the company has already worked with in the past to customers looking 
for landscape architects or consultants. Visit Steltz at the 6th floor, East 
Wing, EDSA Shangri-La Plaza or browse through their product catalogue 
at www.steltzinternational.com. 
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PILLOW TALK 
Tempur ofers a range of 
mattresses, pillows, beds 
and travel accessories. 
The Cloud Pillow allows 
your head and neck to be 
cradled as it conforms to 
your shape. The Tran-
sit Pillow supports the 
neck and head, gently 
allowing you to sleep 
more comfortably when  
traveling. The Symphony 
Pillow’s gently arched side 
provides additional head 
and neck support for back 
sleepers; the other side 
delivers a more traditional 
pillow feel and works 
well for side sleepers. For 
more information, visit 
ph.tempur.com.

THE FINE ART 
OF LIVING 
The Proscenium 
Residences is an 
awe-inspiring tower 
of 59 floors designed 
by world-renowned 
visionary Carlos Ott, 
whose architectural 
creations already 
dot the skylines of 
Paris, Toronto, Dubai, 
Florida, and many other 
world capitals. With a 
generous land area of 3.6 
hectares, Proscenium 
Residences hosts a mix 
of 100 Studio Units, 122 
1-Bedroom Units, 241 
2-Bedroom Units, and 
100 3-Bedroom Units. 
It has the exclusivity, 
security and sense 
of community that 
Rockwell residents 
enjoy. For more 
information, visit www. 
prosceniumatrockwell.
com. 
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SELECTING THE RIGHT 
COLOR that complements your 
existing furniture can instantly 
change the appearance of a 
room, giving it the facelift it 
needs for the festive season. 
Some tips:

Energizing Warms. Give 
your room a stimulating and 
inviting look by painting your 
walls with warm colors of red, 
yellow and cream. Use neutrals 
and harvest colors for your 
accessories and furniture to bal-
ance the energy. 

Timeless Neutrals. Keep 
the room interesting and classy 
with fixtures and décor using the 
same palette but with diferent 
textures, materials and patterns. 
There are other neutral colors 

The Right 
Paint for that 
Holiday Look 
HOW TO DRAMATICALLY 
UPGRADE YOUR HOME USING 
INTERIOR PAINTS THIS SEASON

like beige, browns and grays 
with diferent shades that you 
can choose from and mix.

Dark and Cozy. Make a 
wide room feel cozier by us-
ing dark colors for your walls. 
It’s the perfect backdrop for 
light and lush furnishings and 
artworks and for your lavish 
Christmas tree to pop out. You 
can start with an accent wall 
to see if you will actually like 
the color and the mood that it 
creates.

Light and Bright. Make 
your room feel fresh, clean and 
wider by using light hues for 
your walls. Going monochro-
matic can make the room look 
chic, and inserting pops of color 
will make it bright and fun! Try 
using dual tones or varying hues 
to add depth.

With odorless paints like 
Virtuoso Silk Touch and Boysen 
Healthy Home, you don’t need 
to worry about catching the 
undesirable whif. There are 
more than 4,000 colors available 
for viewing via the Boysen App 
and waiting to be prepared at 
Boysen’s more than 400 Mix & 
Match Color Stations nation-
wide. Find the station nearest 
you at mixandmatchcolors.net.

Available for downloading 
at the App Store and Play Store, 
the Boysen App is an interactive 
tool that gives users easy access 
to Boysen Product Details, Col-
ors, Paint Calculator and Choose 
Your Paint. 

Colors can make 
or break a design 
scheme. The Boysen 
App is a handy 
interactive tool that 
allows easy access to 
Boysen’s many colors.
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COMBINING NOVEL functional-
ity with sleek aesthetics, Italian 
brand Boi’s kitchen, bathroom 
and wardrobe systems have be-
come a symbol of true elegance 
among discerning clients who 
understand the real definition 
of luxury.

Boi is the only kitchen 
manufacturer to be awarded 
with Compasso d’Oro alla Carri-
er (Golden Compass for Career), 
the highest honor from the 
Italian Industrial Design As-
sociation. It is also a member of 
Fondazione Altagamma, an asso-
ciation whose members operate 
at the highest end of the market, 
a standout for their innovation, 
design and quality, and express 
Italian culture and style in their 
products and business approach.

One of the reasons why 
Boi stands out is its passion 
in combining the most mod-
ern production processes with 
traditional handmade craft 
techniques, thus maintaining its 
standards of quality while en-
hancing product functionality.

Boffi has had long-standing 
partnerships with famous and 
respected designers like Piero 

Lissoni, Antonio Citterio, and 
Norbert Wangen, delivering 
enduring designs that defi-
nitely impress and stand the 
test of time.

Boi is finally available in 
Manila through Focus Global 
Inc., the company that brought to 
the Philippines premium brands 
such as Ethan Allen, Sub-Zero, 
Wolf, Miele, Villeroy & Boch, and 
Dornbracht. Boi Studio Manila 
will feature some of the brands 
most iconic and successful lines, 
from the simple and warm Aprile 
kitchen to the industrial-looking 
Xila and the space-smart K14 and 
K20; for the bathroom, the subtle 
and graceful Sabbia bathtub to 
the high-impact Pipe shower; for 
systems, the Anthea partition 
systems to the St. Germain walk-
in closet. 

Bo� is exclusively distributed 
by Focus Global, Inc. The show-
room is located at the Ground Floor 
of The Residences at Greenbelt, 
San Lorenzo Tower, Esperanza St., 
Makati City. Open Mondays to 

Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
and Sundays, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. | Tel. 
no. (02) 794 2095 to 97. For more 
information, visit www.bo�.com. 

Award-winning 
cabinet systems
SETTING NEW STANDARDS OF  
DESIGN STYLE AND EXCELLENCE
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Sheer Privacy  
for Your Room

CREATE INSTANT DRAMA  
WITH EXQUISITE KNIT DRAPERY 

eye, and their functional 
benefits make them a preferred 
choice for today’s “green” 
consumer.

Beyond its amazing appear-
ance, its sheers excel at difusing 
sunlight into a room, bringing 
natural light deeper, softening 
harsh sunlight, often reducing 
interior lighting needs. The 

LUMINETTE PRIVACY SHEERS 
of Hunter Douglas creates 
instant drama with its exquisite 
knit translucent sheer fabrics. 
This stunning product is ideal 
for those seeking drapery for 
their home that delivers a more 
modern look than traditional 
ones. There’s more to Lumi-
nette Sheers than meets the 

Hunter Douglas’ 
Luminette sheers not 
only helps control light 
that is filtered from the 
outdoors into a room. It 
also provides excellent 
ultraviolet protection 
from the sun’s rays.
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sheer face fabric ofers view-
through, and the crisp fabric 
vanes rotate for 180 degrees for 
privacy while giving you precise 
light control. Luminette Sheers 
also provide superior ultra-
violet protection, safeguarding 
furnishings from the sun’s dam-
aging rays. Because Luminette 
Privacy Sheers is so versatile, 
it complements a wide range of 
decorating styles. 

Luminette Privacy Sheers 
is a luxurious, innovative drap-
ery product that is sure to set 
your home apart. When your 
sheers are closed, its SofTrak 
hardware system conceals 
the headrail with fabric for a 
refined, elegant look. For wide 
windows and sliding glass 
doors, there’s nothing like its 
functionality and beauty. 

To see and learn more about 
Luminette Privacy Sheers, visit 
www.ph.hunterdouglas.asia for 
the list of authorized Hunter 
Douglas galleries. 

Luminette Sheers difuses 
natural light entering a room. 
It softens harsh sunlight and 
reduces the need for excessive 
interior lighting. BELOW: 
The crisp fabric vanes rotate 
180 degrees, allowing you 
to control your privacy. 

VOL. 12 NO. 6 | METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING  19



elements / TRENDS

AMONG ITS MANY RICHES, 
the Asian region boasts a wealth 
of spectacular color to behold. 
From the warm pink hues found 
in Jaipur’s palaces to the greens 
that soothe the eyes in the 
Hokokuji Bamboo Garden of 
Kyoto, Asia is a vast well of color 
inspiration for the traveler. 

Michael Chung, General 
Manager of Nippon Paint (Coat-
ings) Philippines says, “Nippon 
Paint’s Trend Beyond Colours 
2016/17 captures the region’s 
essence, from its beautiful 
landscape to its increasingly 
connected people driven by tech-

nology. Essentially, the Trend 
Beyond Colours makes it easier 
for consumers to create their 
own masterpieces—with a little 
more vibrancy. The forecast 
colors are also relevant across 
multi-platforms, multi-industries 
as manufacturers and designers 
recognize the growing value of 
Asian consumers and businesses 
through color applications.”

It is no wonder that Nip-
pon Paint, the region’s leading 
coatings expert, has assembled 
various design practitioners 
in the area in its annual Asia 
Pacific ChromaZone Forecasting 

Workshop, in order to create a 
specifically Asian paint palette 
for the region. Hence, they take 
pride in calling their paints 
“truly Asian Color Palettes, 
made by Asian Professionals,” 
underscoring Nippon Paint’s 
role as the leader in Asia’s paint 
and coating manufacturers. 

“As the Total Coatings 
Expert, Nippon Paint continu-
ously pushes the boundaries 
of paint and colors to pioneer 
and redefine the Asian palettes, 
inspiring consumers like the 
Filipino artists to rethink paint 
and recreate possibilities on all 

surfaces. Colors form a very big 
part of the Asian culture and 
Asia is one of the fastest-growing 
continents in the world, both 
in terms of size and population, 
comprising almost two-third 
of the 7.0 billion world popula-
tion. This further reinforces 
the reason why it is important 
that Asia forms its own unique 
color palettes to drive the trend 
in terms of color application or 
expressions,” says Chung.

This workshop resulted in 
the Nippon Paint Trend Beyond 
Colours color forecast for the 
years 2016/2017, where they 

A Toast to a 
Colorful 2016!

NIPPON PAINT REVEALS NEXT 
YEAR’S ASIAN PALETTES BY 

ASIAN PROFESSIONALS
BY ANNA M. ROSETE
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A kitchen painted with Nippon Paint’s 
cool Blue Lullaby NP PB1550 P from 
the “Wonder Lust” color palette sets 
of the metal appliances beautifully. 
RIGHT: In a cozy bedroom, Being Peach 
NP YO1219T in an accent wall is the 
consummate color complement to gray.

ASTLEY NG, SKY CREATION, PTE. LTD, SINGAPORE

CARUNUNGAN  
AND PARTNERS CO., 
PHILIPPINES 

INTERIORS BY MICHAEL PIZARRO, PHILIPPINES 

20  METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING | VOL. 12 NO. 6



have designed three new inspir-
ing color palettes, with three 
colors included in each palette, 
resulting in the hottest nine 
colors for 2016.

The first in this series is 
the “We Are One” color palette, 
which references the region’s 
increasing dynamism with 
respect to its people’s increased 
interaction and connectedness 
through technology. In this 
palette, Nippon Paint acknowl-
edges the importance of digital 
media in creating an egalitar-
ian society without borders. 
The colors Founder Blue (NP 
PB 1527D), Gray Knight (NP 
N 2001T), and Green Tuft (NP 
BGG 1666A) fall within this 
modern color palette.

“New Echo,” the second 
color palette in Nippon Paint’s 
2016 trend forecast commemo-
rates nature. It is an ode to the 
efortless calm and serenity rep-
resented in Asia’s landscapes, 
from its splendid mountains 
to its placid oceans. The colors 
Tavern Buf (NP N 1867P), Lush 
(NP BGG 1605T) and Volcanic 
Black (NP N 1918A) make up 
this palette.

The youth’s exuberance and 
joie de vivre is embodied in Nip-
pon Paint’s third paint palette, 
“Wonder Lust.” One’s search 
for exhilaration and thrill in 
life is represented in this vivid 
range, featuring the colors Be-
ing Peach (NP YO 1219T), Fast 
Car (NP AC 2076A), and Blue 

Lullaby (NP PB 1550P).
Highlighting the specialized 

and careful techniques by which 
Nippon Paint arrived at these 
color trends, Chung says, “To 
create these palettes, we have 
analyzed the efects of colors, 
and how behavior is influenced 
by color, fashion, retail per-
formance, lifestyle trends and 
culture in today’s world. 

“Nippon Paint’s Trend 

Beyond Colours will inspire 
consumers to create their own 
designer styles, drawing on the 
three themes handpicked by our 
designers… In the Philippines, 
for example, we inspire you to 
express your identity and rich 
heritage even more through 
various color applications and 
interpretations,” he adds. 

To discover more about co-
lours, visit www.nipponpaint.ph. 

Founder Blue NP PB 1527D (ABOVE) 
and Volcanic Black NP N 1918A 
(BELOW) are deep, masculine colors 
that are great with neutral furniture 
with occasional pops of color.

ABOVE: From the “We are One” color range,  
soothing vibe is given by Nippon Paint’s 
Green Tuft NP BGG 1666A and BELOW: Lush 
NP BGG 1605T from the “New Echo” range.

Neutrals such as 
Tavern Buf NP 
N1867P from the New 
Echo palette (LEFT) 
and Gray Knight NP 
N2001T from the 
“We are One” palette 
(RIGHT) make 
backgrounds that 
allow the elements 
in your room to pop.

DESIGN BASE SDN. BHD., MALAYSIA 

ROOM 8008 ENTERPRISE, MALAYSIA

 CARUNUNGAN AND  
PARTNERS CO., PHILIPPINES

CARUNUNGAN AND 
PARTNERS CO., 

PHILIPPINES

CHANEL LIM SIEW NGOH,  
DESIGN SPIRITS SDN. BHD., MALAYSIA 

MICHAEL PIZARRO, PHILIPPINES 
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Holiday Cheer
OUR EXCITING HOLIDAY SPREAD  
OF GREAT GIFTS FOR THE HOME ANTON BARRETTO

Metro Home and 

Entertaining’s Editor-in-

Chief, Anton recommends 

these perfect gifts for 

family and friends to 

enjoy while hanging out in 

their multi-use space we 

know as the great room.

GREAT ROOM
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Village 

wood wall art, P8,799, Crate&Barrel. 
Aviator Chair, price available upon 

request, Hive. Liliana manahan 
gold rooster decor, P9,000, 
Cura V. Diamond floor lamp, 

P29,895, Illuminati. Globe, price 
available upon request, Fashion 

Interiors. Kilo nested tables, 
P7,995, Habitat. Algoritmo blue 
leather hand portfolio, P34,950, 
Piquadro. Customized stationery 
set, price available upon request, 
Adworks. Hay puzzle tray, price 
available upon request. Cura V.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ALYSSE ASILO
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ANNA M. ROSETE

Alongside her duties as Managing 

Editor for Metro Home and 

Entertaining and Vault 

Magazines, Anna is an interior 

space and design consultant. To 

her, every room should tell a great 

story. Her degrees in art history and 

interior architecture have honed 

her eye for pieces that are inspired 

by historic references and artistic 

flair. After all, it is usually these fine 

details that are sure to delight that 

hard to please person on your list.

DINING ROOM
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Small food 
cover, P1,030.50, Precious Moments 
Manila. Princess chandelier, P24,950, 
Terry’s Teacups. Table runner, price 

available upon request, Durado. Piña 
cheeseboard, P580, Rustique. Magritte 

melamine plates, P5,995/set, Dimensione. 
Square queen plate, price available upon 
request. Wine silhouette glasses, P325, 

all from Statement Theory. Arellano 
vase, long, P3,800. Arellano vase, 

large, P4,500. Arellano vase, medium, 
P4,000. Arellano vase, small, P3,800, 
all from Kish. Alhambra candelabra, 
price available upon request, Maison 
les Rob. Marieta Albariño 2011, price 

available upon request, Rambla.
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GRACE LIBERO-CRUZ

Aside from being the Associate Editor 

of Metro Home & Entertaining, 

Grace is mainly in charge of 

StarStudio Magazine’s fashion and 

beauty sections as its Style Editor; 

she also contributes to the books 

department of ABS-CBN Publishing. 

Her design preferences vary from the 

classic to the modern to the quirky, 

elements she believes would make 

for an understatedly stylish and 

relaxing bathroom. These pieces are 

basic essentials that bring a stylish 

vibe to this area of the house that’s 

considered a sanctuary by many.

BATHROOM
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Glass jar 
with lid, P599. Metal hanger, P899, 
both from H&M Home. Ninna white 
wall mirror, P6,479, Crate&Barrel. 

Polaroll toilet paper holder by 
DOIY Design, P750, Quirks. 

Waste bin, P2,450. Rectangular 
tray, P1,250. Toothbrush holder, 
P795. Soap dispenser, P1,350. 
Canister, P1,250, all from West 

Elm. Aromatic Difuser in Apple 
Cinnamon, P449, BC Fragrance. 
Ambiance spray, price available 

upon request, W17. Artisanal 
liquid Castile soap, price available 

upon request, So True Naturals.
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BARBIE PARDO-TIANGCO

As an event stylist, interior space 

consultant and mom of three little 

kids, Associate Editor, Barbie Pardo 

is drawn to items that capture the 

imagination yet can easily blend 

in with room furnishings. Kids 

always prefer toys as Christmas 

presents, but if you’re in the mood to 

please their parents as well, Barbie 

advises to opt for playful home 

accessories and ornaments instead. 

CHILDREN’S ROOM
CLOCKWISE: Pingy, price available upon 

request, Dimensione. Ice skater plush ornament, 
P1,250. Mini nutcracker, P895, both from 

Pottery Barn. Big puppy, P3,995. Small puppy, 
P2,195, both from Dimensione. Ballet slippers 

ornament, P695. Dog ring holder, P1,450. 
Sitting plush decor snowman, P1,950, all from 
Pottery Barn. Ridleys circus set, P1,950, Kish. 
Paperino wooden scooter, P8,995, Habitat. 
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MARISSA  
ALEJANDRO-LOPA

Marissa is an interior designer 

who has been a Contributing 

Editor to Metro Home and 

Entertaining since its early 

years. With Anton Barretto, she 

also co-authors a DIY column 

for a leading daily newspaper. 

She is constantly on the look-out 

for unique items for the home, 

preferring items with edge. 

This season, she goes for that 

subtle guilt, adding the elegant 

Christmas touch that anyone 

would love to receive, pushing 

the envelope on thoughtfulness.

BEDROOM
CLOCKWISE: Basilica nesting 

tables, tall, P19,000; short, 
P18,000, Industria. Bedsheet 

and pillowcases, price available 
upon request, Butterfly Dreams. 

Crystal clock, price available 
upon request, Masaeco. Ora 
chair, P37,500, Lady Scott 

Jones. Loopy chair, P90,000, 
Industria. Rock bowls, price 

available upon request, Masaeco. 
Twirl round wall vase large, 

P385, CSM Philippines.
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TESSA ALINDOGAN

Contributing Editor Tessa Alindogan’s 

method in designing interiors is 

based on a modern approach with 

a timeless quality. She uses clean 

lines, texture, and a monochromatic 

color palette to create harmonious, 

balanced, and inviting spaces. She 

is careful with her use of color in a 

space. This carries on in assembling 

the palette for a conteporary kitchen.

KITCHEN
CLOCKWISE: Ovi salt and pepper pinch pots, 
P1,160, Dimensione. Blender, P16,542. Kettle, 
P9,683, both from Alessi. Hourglass, P3,500. 
Bowler hat butter dish, P429. Freedom bird 
teapot, P4,395. Egg cup, P1,995. Magritte 

melamine plates, P5,995/set. Tri-scale, P2,780, 
all from Dimensione. The Kristina dinnerware 
collection, price available upon request, Kish. 

VOL. 12 NO. 6 | METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING  27



elements / EDITORS’ PICKS

BERNICE PALANCA-GO

Because your living room is a place 

that deserves to have show stopping 

pieces, Contributing Editor Bernice 

Palanca-Go recommends this 

selection of elements to give your 

space character and a chic urban vibe. 

LIVING ROOM
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Gossip arm chair, price available upon request, 
Calligaris. Gold hippo table decor, P1,900, Aranaz. Arca floor lamp, price 
available upon request, Lucem. Mia’s armchair, P 35,650, Prizmic&Brill. 

Connor 3-seat sofa bed, P79,800, Habitat. Shell cofee table smoke grey, price 
available upon request, Calligaris. Brass box with stone, price available upon 

request, Maison Les Rob. Whitney side table, P29,000, Designs Ligna.

28  METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING | VOL. 12 NO. 6



CIELO FERNANDO

As a freelance writer and an Editorial 

Assistant in several magazines of 

ABS-CBN Publishing, Inc. at the same 

time, stress became ever present 

in Cielo’s life. Hence, she wants to 

maintain a positive work environment 

to keep her motivation on the go 

when working. For the garden, she 

opted for modern pieces and balanced 

them with fun and quirky designs 

to lighten up the mood in the area. 

These gift ideas will surely put a 

smile on your loved one’s face the 

moment they open your present.

GARDEN
CLOCKWISE: Tidore planters 24” 
P3,429; 27.5” P4,409; 16” P3,439, 
Crate&Barrel. Wild and Wold V&A 
Palamos Secateurs plant cutter, 

P1,900, Kish. Handpainted pot, price 
available upon request, Gawa ni 

Femi. Pink Planter, price available 
upon request, Heima. Garden 

fork, P1,500. Hand trowel, P1,500, 
both from Kish. Round waved pot, 
P1,495, Dimensione. Small glass 
pot, P499, H&M Home. Luna wall 

planter, P2,159, Crate&Barrel. 
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who wish for the same personal 
style. She brought up the idea 
to Pam and they decided to 
start the business together. The 
result of their collaboration was 
a launch of laid-back sophisti-
cated pieces. Rather than chase 
trends, LSJ introduces options 
for the contemporary classic 
home. The formula must be 
working for them because dur-
ing their opening, most of their 
pieces were marked sold already. 

The partners work with a 
French designer for their vision 
and manufacture their pieces in 
Indonesia. Most of the furniture 
and accessories are made from 
Mindi wood, which is another 
name for white cedar. Their 
latest collection is entitled 
“Automne,” the French word 
for Autumn, where they will 
introduce more finishes that 
will come in more prints and a 
deeper hue. For now, most of 
their items can be viewed and 
purchased online through www.
ladyscottjones.com, but if local 
buyers want to view them, they 
can make an appointment and 
visit the showroom in Para-
ñaque City. 

To schedule your visit, please 
call (02) 624-8619 or (+63) 917 
727-4699. Lady Scott Jones is lo-
cated at Bldg. F Bay 3 La Suerte 
Compound, Km 14, West Service 
Road, South Superhighway, Para-
ñaque City.

The Best of 
Both Worlds

TWO SISTERS JOIN FORCES 
TO BRING NEW MEANING TO 
CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC

BY CAL TAVERA
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAOLA ASERON

LADY SCOTT JONES (LSJ), a 
welcome addition to the home 
furnishings industry, recently 
celebrated its first anniversary. 
Conceptualized by sisters-in-
law Pam Gonzales Lopez and 
Maricar Lopez Tiangco, LSJ 
efortlessly captures the spirit of 
the two creators. 

“The brand Lady Scott 
Jones epitomizes the fusion 
of both our personalities. The 
furniture reveals masculine 
and feminine undertones of our 
nature, which usually solicits a 
reaction from people,” Pam says. 

Another reason people give 
the LSJ collection a second 
glance is due to the fact that 
the ideas are not fueled by 
furniture specialists. Pam and 
Maricar are essentially admir-
ers of furniture design and what 
they share with the public are 
pieces they personally love, 
inspired and curated by their 
travels and experiences. Pamela 
recalls childhood memories in 
her grandparents’ home and its 
furnishings. Those nostalgic mo-
ments help build the brand. 

For Maricar, it was about 
the lack of furniture available 
while she was designing her new 
house. It was diicult hunting 
down the perfect French- and 
English-inspired pieces for her 
home so this inspired her to take 
on the challenge of providing 
the pieces to other homeowners, 

Lady Scott Jones is a 
collection of French and 
English-inspired furniture 
by sisters-in-law Maricar 
Lopez Tiangco and 
Pam Gonzales Lopez.
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THE HOLIDAY SEASON is an-
other great excuse to bring out 
the silver. Growing up, I would 
do our holiday settings using our 
Christmas china, together with 
our crisp embroidered linens. 
The silver centerpiece and serv-
ing platters always added extra 
dazzle to the table.

Through the years, I have 
amassed my own collection of 
silver, some handed down to 
me by my mother, some are 
precious gifts commemorating 
life moments, and others are 
my own finds from scurrying 
around antique markets. 

One of my favorite hunt-
ing grounds is Clignancourt, 
the Paris Flea Market. I love 
walking the aisles filled with old 
treasures. I attack the market 
systematically as there are a 
variety of selections, ranging 
from dresses, jewelry, and bags 
to paintings, pens, furniture and 
so much more. I walk around the 
market and see stalls piled with 
silver, you’d get dizzy just look-
ing at the pieces. 

Whenever I visit, I men-
tally focus on what I really 
want to get and try to stick to 
those items on my list. It can 

be daunting if you don’t have 
a plan. The silver aisle is easy 
to spot. I usually find it at the 
center (well, my version of 
“center”). You shop alongside 
major collectors, but you need 
not worry—there are so many 
options that you will find what 
you are or are not looking for. 
I have found trays, jardiniere, 
spoons, shakers, cups, vases, all 
purchased with a little haggling 
involved. 

If you like shopping with a 
little adventure, Clignancourt 
is a must-visit. As for the silver 
items, I covet them all. 

Bring Out the Silver!
THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS A GOOD EXCUSE TO USE—
AND DISPLAY—YOUR SILVERWARE, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE GREAT FINDS FROM CLIGNANCOURT, 
THE LARGEST FLEA MARKET IN PARIS 
BY ANA ROCHA / PHOTOGRAPH BY JAR CONCENGCO
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ARTISTS LIVING WITH ART
By Stacey Gorgen; P2,885

Artists Living With 
Art invites read-
ers into the homes 
and personal art 
collections of some 
of the world’s most 
renowned con-
temporary artists, 
including Cindy 
Sherman, Helen 
and Brice Marden, 
Chuck Close, Rachel Feinstein and John 
Currin, Glenn Ligon, and Pat Steir. Here 
readers will find beautifully renovated lofts 
in SoHo, 19th-century Brooklyn brown-
stones, and a restored farmhouse in the 
Hudson River Valley, all filled with cherished 
artworks as well as objects, textiles, and 
ceramics set on display in artful and creative 
ways. Photographed by Oberto Gili, these 
gorgeous interiors will inspire readers to 
rethink the display of their own art and trea-
sured possessions, whether it’s a perfectly 
placed painting or rocks found on a beach.

HABITAT: THE FIELD GUIDE  
TO DECORATING
By Lauren Liess; P1,685

Lauren Liess, an 
interior designer and 
founder of the popular 
blog Pure Style Home, 
fuses her love of design 
and the great outdoors 
into all her work. In 
Habitat: The Field 
Guide to Decorating, 
her first book, Liess 
invites readers to bring nature inside by 
mixing the textures of natural elements such 
as wood and stone with eclectic groupings of 
modern and quirky vintage pieces. Readers 
will be inspired by the unique style of these 
rooms, which include lovely framed botani-
cal prints and Liess’s own textile patterns 
inspired by wildflowers and weeds. The book 
is divided into three sections: Part I focuses 
on the fundamental elements of design, with 
each chapter devoted to a particular element, 
such as color, lighting, and furniture; Part 
II addresses the intangibles of designing 
a space, such as aesthetics and creating a 
mood; and Part III tackles unique room-spe-
cific challenges in every part of the house. All 
titles available in National Bookstores.

where to buy

SIMPLE MATTERS:  
LIVING WITH LESS AND  
ENDING UP WITH MORE
By Erin Boyle; P959

For anyone looking to 
declutter, organize, 
and simplify, author 
Erin Boyle shares 
practical guidance 
and personal insights 
on small-space liv-
ing and conscious 
consumption. At 
once pragmatic and 
philosophical, Simple 
Matters is a nod to the growing consensus 
that living simply and purposefully is more 
sustainable not only for the environment, but 
for our own happiness and well-being, too. 
Boyle embraces the notion that “living small” 
is beneficial and accessible to us all—whether 
we’re renting a tiny apartment or purchasing 
a three-story house.

Filled with personal essays, projects, and 
helpful advice on how to be inventive and 
resourceful in a tight space, Simple Matters 
shows that living simply is about making do 
with less and ending up with more: more free 
time, more time with loved ones, more sav-
ings, and more things of beauty.

Alessi, 11th Ave., Fort Bonifacio Global City, Taguig; Aranaz, 4L Mega Fashion Hall, SM Megamall. Website: shop.aranaz.ph; Arden, 3/F Greenbelt 5, Ayala Center,San 

Lorenzo, Makati. Tel. 792-4408. Website: ardenclassic.com; Ayala handicrafts, 3/f Greenbelt 5, Makati City; BC Fragrance, 170 Sct. Castor St, Diliman, Quezon 

City. Tel. 374-6302. Website: www.bcfragrance.com; Blue Carreon Home, Century City Mall, Shop L216, Kalayaan Avenue, Makati City. Tel. 556-7812. Email: info@

bluecarreonhome.com. Website: bluecarreonhome.com; Butterfly Dreams, Email: info@butterflydreams.com.hk. Website: www.butterflydreams.co; Calligaris, 

G/F & Mezzanine Fl. Clipp Cen.,11th Ave Corner 39th, Taguig City. Tel. 869-1059; Crate and Barrel, 3/F, SM Aura. Tel. 893-4255. Website: crateandbarrel.com; CSM 

Philippines, Alphawood Compound Sto. Tomas, Biñan Laguna. Tel. 710-6165. Website: www.csmphilippines.com; Cura V, 2nd Floor, Powerplant Mall, Rockwell 

Center, Makati City. Tel. (02) 896 1691; Designs Ligna, 235 Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati City. Tel: 553-8973; DOIY Design at Quirks, Stall 314 Level R3 Power 

Plant Mall, Rockwell, Makati City. Tel. 757-3096. Website: www.quirksph.com; Duque, #6 Doña Irenea Ave. Ireneville Subdivision, Sucat Road, Parañaque City; 

Durado, Website: www.durado.net; Firma, G/F Greenbelt 3, Esperanza St. cor. Makati Ave., Ayala Center, Makati. Tel. 757-4009; Gawa ni Femi, Email: gawanifemi@

gmail.com. Instagram: @gawanifemi; Habitat Manila, 28th Street and Fourth Avenue, Bonifacio Global City; 3rd Level Abenson BGC, Taguig. Tel. (632) 887-5247. 

Email: BGC@habitat.com.ph; Heima, Unit 103 Three Brixton Bldg. 3 Brixton St. Brgy. Kapitolyo Pasig City. Tel. 501-7588. Website: www.heimastore.com; Hive, 3/f 

Greenbelt 5, Makati City; H&M Home, SM Makati Ayala Center cor. EDSA. Tel. 893-1612. Website: hm.com; Illuminati, 3/f Greenbelt 5; Website: www.illuminatitech.

com; Kish, 233 Nicanor Garcia St. Bel-Air Makati City. Tel. 896 8366. Email: info@kish.ph. Website: kish.ph; Lady Scott Jones, Bldg F Bay 3 La Suerte Compound, 

KM 14, West Service Road, South Superhighway, Parañaque City. Tel. 0917727-4699. Email: info@ladyscottjones.com; Lucem, G/F & Mezzanine Fl. Clipp Cen.,11th 

Ave Corner 39th, Taguig City. Tel. 869-1059; Maison les Rob, Instagram: @maisonlesrob. Tel. 09088652835; Masaeco, MASA Ecological Development, Inc. RM 2E 

#131 Sunbless Condo, Aguinaldo HW, Tagaytay City, Cavite. Tel. 413-4862. Email: info@masaecopaper.com. Website: www.masaecopaper.com; Moss Manila Home, 

1 Granada St. Gilmore, Quezon City. Tel. 411-0840/632-1978. Email: home@mossmanila.com. Website: mossmanilahome.com; Muji, 2/f Greenbelt 3. Website: www.

muji.com; NEST, Jupiter St. cor. Paseo de Roxas, Bel-Air 3, Makati. Tel. 818-8811; Philux, P1 level, Powerplant Mall, Rockwell Center, Makati City. Tel. (02) 898 1974; 

Piquadro, L2 SM Aura Premier , 26th Street Corner McKinley Parkway and C5  Bonifacio Global City, Taguig City. Tel. (02) 815 2872; Pottery Barn, Estancia Mall, 

Capitol Commons, Meralco Ave., Pasig. Tel. 0917 579 5218. Website. pbteen.com; Precious Moments Manila, 95 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Palanan, Makati, City. Tel. 

09157188027. Website: www.preciousmomentsmanila.com; Prizmic & Brill, 3/f Greenbelt 5. Tel. 729-8915. Email: shop@prizmicbrill.com ; Rustique, Instagram: 

@rustique.ph. Email: rustique.ph@gmail.com; So True Naturals, Email: soaperstarmama@sotruenaturals.com. Website: ph.sotruenaturals.com; Statement 

Theory, Tel. 09189341380. Website: www.statementtheory.com; Terry’s Teacups, Azcor Megamall (4th Flr., Bldg B, SM Megamall). Instagram: @terrys; W17, La 

Fuerza Compound, 2241 Chino Roces Ave., Makati City. Email: inquiries@w17home.com. Tel. +63(02) 478 – 1717. Website: www.w17home.com; West Elem, Estancia 

Mall, Capitol Commons, Meralco Ave., Pasig. Tel. 0917 579 5326. Website. westelm.com; Whisk Designs, Tel. 09158190187. Website: www.whiskdesignsph.com
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ARTIST JIA SANTOS-ESTRELLA launches 
another bespoke furniture art exhibit at the 
art informal gallery aptly titled “J’adore.” 
Blurring the lines between art, interior 
design and fashion, Jia shows us her love of 
turning vintage and discarded furniture into 
functional art. 

The collection is part of her continuous 
evolution from her former corporate life into 
the art world, to which she committed only 
in 2011. Inspired by the things she adores, 
such as family, nature, travel and architec-
ture, “J’adore” is diverse, colorful, elegant 
and functional. Fully invested in the method 
itself, each item is handpicked from thrift 
shops or old homes and, in collaboration 
with skilled carpenters and upholsterers, she 
gets her hands dirty to give it second life. The 
collection includes restored chairs, window 
panels, railings and a sofa set, all of which are 
used as the canvas of her art. 

Painted on an old Capiz window are 
details of a tropical jungle, such as familiar 
colorful birds, exotic fruits and flowers, to 

‘J’adore’
‘I LOVE’ TURNING 
VINTAGE AND 
DISCARDED FURNITURE 
INTO FUNCTIONAL ART
BY RAPH KIEFER
PHOTOGRAPHS BY  
PAUL DEL ROSARIO

Artist Jia Santos-
Estrella’s latest 
exhibit, J’adore, is a 
collection that builds 
on her use of vintage 
furniture and objects 
as a blank canvas 
where she renders 
motifs like flowers, 
birds, sea creatures 
and patterns.
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recreate the exotic image the western world 
has of the archipelago. A contrasting window 
looks out into the opposite side of the world 
in what is a clear reflection of our view of the 
western world, in this case the idyllic flooded 
streets of Venice with well-integrated iconic 
sites found in other parts of Italy. 

It is, however, the collection of re-
stored chairs which are the highlight of the 
“J’adore” collection. Be it flowers, butterflies, 
Philippine seashells, coral gardens, tigers 
and familiar animal prints, each item is 
unique and can stand by itself as a piece of 
art. The exhibit even features a chair painted 
by the artists’ daughter who, Lia says, is “be-
coming quite the artist.”

With a storied history in the fashion 
industry of many years working with the big-
gest fashion brands at Rustan’s, she admits 
being inspired by the world of fashion and 
how well they present themselves. “Having 
worked with big brands, I find a lot of inspi-
ration in the patterns that these big fashion 
houses use. I love working with fabrics and 
I incorporate them into what I do,” she says. 
For this exhibit, choice fabrics were used on 
pillows and an installation involving a teepee 
which, coincidentally, ofers a glimpse of her 
priorities in life and her family. 

As functional art is fast becoming a 
trend, we can expect more of her work going 
in this direction in the future. 

Jia Santos-Estrella owns and manages 
her own art gallery and events space called “J 
Studio” in Taguig. This is her way of giving 
back to the creative community and assisting 
young artists in getting their works noticed. 
She also sells Moroccan items at Rustan’s 
under the label Majorelle. 

Jia Santos-Estrella’s 
pieces are inspired 
by the things that 
she loves: family, 
nature and travel. 
She works with 
carpenters and 
skilled upholsterers 
to complete her 
collections.
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AUSTRALIA-BASED ARTIST Chico Cristobal 
admits his long-standing love for art. “I have 
this fascination for mid-century modern 
furniture and culture that is evident in all 
aspects of my life, from restoring vintage cars 
to repurposing reclaimed wood and vintage 
furniture. I’d like to believe that I have a keen 
eye for aesthetics [which is why] I would say 
that I am a true artist at heart,” Chico states.

After receiving a business and computer 
application degree from the De La Salle Uni-
versity-College of St. Benilde, Chico studied 
at the Philippine School of Interior Design 
where he earned his certificate in 2004. 
Many years later, in 2013, globetrotting 
around Europe, Asia and Australia triggered 
his innate artistry, and painting became his 
go-to medium of expression.

“Although my transition into painting is 
fairly recent, I carry over my vintage-retro 
aesthetics to my works on canvas. I’d like to 
play with the juxtaposition of geometry and 
the natural form. My recent pieces play with 

A Colorful Expression
VINTAGE-RETRO AESTHETICS TO ARTWORKS ON CANVAS

BY FLEXI SARTE / PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAOLA ASERON

Artist Chico Cristobal 
is attached to the Mid-
Century Modern era 
of design. His graphic 
canvases are akin to 
textile surface designs.
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the idea of the golden ratio and true beauty. 
My monochromatic schemes with bursts 
of colors are a nod to one of my favorites, 
Mondrian. I developed a distinctive style 
with strong De Stijl influences that play on 
geometric abstraction and eye-catching 
color combinations,” he says. 

The complexity of these geometric 
abstractions is downplayed when Chico’s 
principle of “less is more” surfaces. “I would 
prefer simplicity than complexity and I 
would apply this principle in Interior Design, 
creating my own space, or with my art. If 
you think about shapes, lines and colors, it is 
visually simple but conveys a pure feeling in 
creative art,” he shares. 

Nevertheless, the artists’ attempt to make 
a statement cannot go unnoticed. “There is 
that universal desire to connect with other 
people to tell them about oneself, and I use 
my art to communicate an idea, an emotion or 
a purpose. The important subject of my paint-
ings are the expressions and the sincerity of 
my soul that I [may] be just like any other hu-

man being, but I gave something to this world 
that I think can be everlasting,” Chico reveals.

In one of his works called the Circom-
pass series, Chico’s spiritual view of nature 
can be derived. “The random circular 
objects are assembled like puzzle pieces 
[denoting] our awareness of expansiveness 
of the cycles of time, life and nature. The 
intersecting circles represent unity and har-
mony and, on the other hand, it ofers safety 
and protection, thus, the confinement of 
colors within,” he explains.

As a fabric design consultant in a fabric 
warehouse, the eye-catching color schemes of 
fabrics inevitably end up in some of his pieces, 
along with color schemes used by acclaimed 
director Wes Anderson in his films. He ex-
plains the creative inception as such, “I try not 
to think too hard when I want to create some-
thing. I can just be inspired with the music I 
am listening to or objects I see around me.” 

More of Chico’s works are on www.
chicocristobal.com and on his Instagram 
account @cristobal_art. 

Pure shapes, lines and 
colors convey dynamism 
in Cristobal’s canvases. 
Their interaction makes 
visual compositions 
communicate creativity.
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BORN ARTISTS AND SIBLINGS Monino 
and Jose Duque treaded completely diferent 
career paths, but finally united their artistic 
interests to craft something special. 

The siblings’ collaboration in a recent 
collection at TN Philippines has cemented 
their names in their respective industries—
Monino in lighting and show business, and 
Jose in interior design and floristry—and 
simultaneously opening a new outlet for 
their art to continue flowing.

Artistic experts 
Monino was a prized lighting director at 

the Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP) 
first before trying his hand in lighting for 
film and television. He tells Metro Home 
that lighting is his “life,” have done this for 
the past 45 years. He was awarded the Gawad 
CCP Para Sa Sining in 2008.

Jose, on the other hand, studied interior 
design at the University of Santo Tomas, did 

Romancing  
the Stones

EMERGING FROM TWO DIFFERENT ARTISTIC 
BACKGROUNDS, SIBLINGS MONINO AND JOSE 

DUQUE COME TOGETHER FOR A UNIQUE 
ART COLLECTION FOR TN PHILIPPINES 

BY BARRY VILORIA / PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAOLA ASERON 

The Duque booth at the Manila FAME 
displayed the 20-piece collection by 
designers Jose (LEFT) and Monino (RIGHT) 
Duque. This chair and desk are made of 
resin, crafted to look like concrete.
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some projects for homes and stores 
before flying to the US to become 
a florist. He worked for The Park 
Florist, and eventually ventured 
into  weddings.

Some years back and every 
time Jose visited from New York, 
TN Philippines’ Al Caronan, would 
ask him to collaborate. Jose finally 
said yes and tried his hand at design, tagging 
Monino along in the process.

Template for the collaboration 
Monino reveals a 20-piece collection of 

ambient lamps, inspired by rocks found in 
one of the sacred caves in Antipolo, his own 
discovery (in his words, “enamored”) that be-
came the basic template of the collaboration. 
Jose didn’t have to look far for inspiration.

“I had the CCP in mind,” Jose notes. 
“I’ve always enjoyed Monino’s shows there. 
I paid attention to the shape when I watched 
those shows. I liked the details, the cement, 
its brass details; it has a certain darkness to 
it. It’s a mix of all that.”

For Jose, there was a very Filipino 
appeal to the CCP as an iconic building 
that weeded out any apprehension. He had 
ingenious materials in mind to constitute 
the designs: cement, brass, pen shells, horns. 
While flower-making imprinted in him the 
importance of color for an artwork to radiate 
charm, he personally prefers the way of the 
“dark and quiet, and simple and strong” for 
his home and designs.

Siblings’ legacy
As for Monino, he boasts of two items in 

the collection that he solely masterminded. 
His motivation? Finding something innova-
tive to replace the popular, traditional lamps. 

Again, this was where he found the stones he 
brought home from the countryside and has 
kept for 10 years useful for specific, aesthetic, 
semi-ergonomic purposes.

“(These lamps) go in a direction where 
they create a certain atmosphere. And that’s 
exactly what the stone lights do. It shoots 
you a glow and creates an ambient lighting… 
It was not so much to light a space or things 
to be seen, but rather to create a certain 
mood,” he declares.

“The whole concept is a byproduct of my 
45 years of working with lights, so it was not 
really a conscious efort. It was more a result 

of all those years of lighting for production, 
getting people in the dark when you don’t 
want to see them,” he adds with a laugh. 
“That is what evolving does—transforming 
and reinventing yourself.”

Two months later and with the Filipino 
artisans at TN Philippines and their craft to 
come up with remedio, Duque came about. 
The collection was shown at FAME for the 
siblings’ debut. (Jose has now come full 
circle as he used to design booths for the ex-
hibit). It received feedback for being robust, 
imposing, and indigenous—just like the CCP. 
—Interview by Anna M. Rosete

Pen shells, brass, horn, 
and resin make up 
the material palette 
the Duque brothers 
worked with. They 
achieved their strikingly 
bold pieces with 
the craftsmanship 
of artisans at TN 
Philippines.
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A Fine Pair
LIKE MOTHER AND SON, ART MENTOR 

AND MENTEE ANNIE CABIGTING AND KIM 
OLIVEROS MAKE A PROLIFIC TWOSOME 

OF PAINTERS TO WATCH LOCALLY
BY BARRY VILORIA / PHOTOGRAPHS BY IAN CASTAÑARES

DESPITE THEIR AFFINITY with the cor-
porate world, these two people’s desire to 
express their artistry brought them back to 
the art world. It’s this factor of commonality 
that overcame their diferent backgrounds 
and, perhaps, personalities. Annie Cabigting, 
the confident, graceful 40-something men-
tor, hails from the advertising industry and 
the academe. Kim Oliveros, the 25-year-old 
shy mentee, who was unable to finish his vi-
sual communication studies at UP Diliman, 
shifted from painting to advertising, thinking 
it was his endgame. 

Birthing a mentee
Cabigting first taught art at Hope 

Christian High School in Binondo while 
sidelining as an artist tasked to create pro-
motional logos for phones. With Roberto 

Artists Kim Oliveros 
and Annie Cabigting 

share a special mentee-
mentor relationship.  
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Chabet as her mentor, she was only doing 
group shows until Finale Art File asked her 
to hold her first solo show. She later met 
Oliveros, who was then assisting Wire Tua-
zon and Winner Jumalon. She hired the boy 
and the rest was a mother-and-son kind of 
relationship that blazed the younger artist’s 
trail—group exhibits that drew in gallery 
owners and art fairs, then solo shows that 
roused critics and art lovers.

Oliveros recalls that his first work, Sav-
age Beauties, was part of When the Past Is 
Always Present, a group show Cabigting cu-
rated originally for her college friends Magie 
Obana and Kelly Ramos plus a Malaysian 
friend. The budding artist’s work is a vintage 
postcard showing two Japanese girls bathing 
at the beach. The image and the raw materi-
als (sand corals) give a sense of the past; 
the sound efect of sea waves heard in the 
background brought the viewer an immedi-
ate feel of the now.

The motherly Cabigting squeezed the 
raw Oliveros in the roster, seeing his poten-
tial. It was extra special for the latter, who 
studied high school at Regional Pilot School 
for the Arts in Angono, Rizal, as “it gave me 
the opportunity to be recognized by Finale 
gallery owner Evita Sarenas. After the show, 
she gave me my first solo show at Finale.”

The mentor 
Oliveros’ works are notably redolent 

of Japanese life and culture. There’s a play 
of saturation in the hues—the feel, leading 
to a feeling of somber. His first solo exhibit 
Exquisite Enigma at Finale Art File keeps 
this idea and style the strongest—six paint-

A realist, Annie 
Cabigting’s works 
portray fleeting 
moments forever 
locked in a sense 
of quiet intensity, 
rendered in shades of 
black, white and gray.
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ings based on postcards representing the 
Japanese geisha in her everyday life, and 
an installation of dried blooms, colored in 
calotype process (encapsulated in resin “that 
gives the feeling of preservation”).

For Exquisite Enigma shown in 2012, 
Oliveros drew inspiration from his child-
hood; he literally grew up at a garments 
factory where her mother used to work.

“I think that’s where he got the inspi-
ration for the fabrics. And since Japanese 
culture has a lot of kimono and everything,” 
explains a proud Cabigting in behalf of the 
meek Oliveros in the conversation. “That’s 
why Japanese culture is close to his heart.

“I’m sure he was nervous, but as long as 
you have a strong support group that encour-
ages you and says ‘You can do it,’ you can do 
it. Proud nanay ako nu’ng nag-show siya.”

Creative tandem
“There’s a reciprocation of ideas,” 

Cabigting sums up her so-called relationship 
with Oliveros, who participated at the Art 

Fair Philippines 2015. (His work was Prag-
matic Dream, a diptych—on one panel, 999 
pieces of origami; on the other, a black and 
white oil on canvas painting of a girl holding 
a single crane.)

Cabigting calls herself ruthless in the 
creative process, always telling Oliveros and 
her other apprentices: “The show never ends 
until the works are hanging on the walls. 
You’re still thinking, ‘Ano pang p’wede kong 
i-push, ano pang p’wede kong ayusin?”

In return, Oliveros still assists Cabigting—
never minding the seemingly emasculating 
idea of a woman in charge. (In fact, we are just 
chatting in Cabigting’s studio, right across 
the site where her future studio is presently 
being constructed.) In the meantime, he is 
working on a show in Berlin curated by Nor-
man Crisologo; he is participating with fellow 
painters Nona Garcia, Louie Cordero, and 
such—all of whom, like Oliveros, carry out 
iconic, intriguing techniques.

Cabigting plans to be Oliveros’ guiding 
hand, like the teacher that she is. 

Kim Oliveros drew 
inspiration from 
his childhood in a 
garments factory for 
the patterns found in 
his artwork where he 
depicts the Japanese 
geisha in various 
poses and interactions 
with the kimono and 
other symbols such 
as the origami crane.
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Boracay’s  
Newest Getaway

THE LIND HOTEL ELEVATES THE 
DESIGN EXPERIENCE AND CREATES 

A TRULY AMAZING ESCAPE
BY LEAH PUYAT / PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL DEL ROSARIO

BORACAY LOVERS, REJOICE! The newest 
seaside getaway has style and comfort in 
equal measure.

Every great destination deserves a great 
hotel. What makes a great hotel? It has to 
be transcendent, transportive and yet, at 
the same time, must have a distinctive and 
definitive sense of place. The Lind, Boracay’s 
newest upscale hotel, ticks all these boxes 
magnificently. The hotel is oriented towards 
the view, and its predominantly white facade 
and interior reflect the pristinely pale sands 
of White Beach. It is located in the most 
prime part of Station 1, far enough from the 
madding crowds, but near enough so that if 
you do feel like sampling the party vibe or 
just trying one of the island’s justly famous 
restaurants, it is all just a quick stroll away.

An integral part of the Lind experience 
is the hotel’s design. Patricia Garcia of the 
Emesaé Design Corporation of renowned 
designer Manny Samson, which has devel-
oped an impressive portfolio of international 
resorts, including the St. Regis in Bali, Indo-
nesia, the Westin Resort in Penang, Malaysia 
and a handful of Four Seasons properties, 
and (a favorite) the Conrad Resort in jetset 
bolthole Punta Del Este in Uruguay, tells us 
of the concepts for the Lind. 

Beyond the beach cliché
“The Lind Boracay defines stunning and 

extraordinary resort experience through 
the use of an edgy design style in a sump-
tuous contemporary package. Rooting its 

Designer Manny Samson’s The 
Emesae Design Corporation was the 
author behind the transportative 
look of the Lind Hotel in Boracay.
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design rationale from creative adaptations 
of upbeat patterns splashed with vibrant 
colors, the interior design complements the 
panoramic beach experience,” Patricia says.

 On a recent trip to the Lind, a group of 
media people felt exactly what this meant; 
happy hour cocktails at the infinity poolside 
included taking in the stunning Boracay sun-
set as kite surfers dotted the sky, and it was 
a quintessential island high. Everyone made 
sure to post the eye-catching Bird Cage Ca-
banas, cocoon-like seating perfect to lounge 
in and revel in the sensory overload.

As part of a more stylish iteration of 
the seaside aesthetic, there are no usual 
palm tree prints or rattan furniture. Patricia 
elucidates, “What is more interesting about 
the design is the reinvention of local materi-
als, and fusing atypical patterns revolving 
around the elements of the sea-aquatic 
forms, primarily in modern interpretations 
and applications. Contouring the space, and 
arranging it in a way that positive energy and 
vibe are continuously tethering with all ele-
ments of the areas, uplifts and reinvents the 
guest experience.”

Indeed, just stepping into the Lind is an 
expansive, uplifing experience as the sleek 
enviroment and the indescribable view of 
the sea and sky surround one’s senses. An 
injection of industrial motifs, such as bufet 
table of metal tubes and raw planks of wood, 
geometric print upholstery and a giant verti-
cal garden, are all divergent elements that 
still add up to a chic, yet fun vibe.

Public lives,  
private indulgence

As a full-fledged hideway resort, The 
Lind has a spa, gym, activity rooms and a 
ballroom, all ready for the guests’ pleasure. 
For those who want the romance of a beach 
wedding without all the hassle of actually 
balancing on the sand, the ballroom has a 
large balcony and floor-to-ceiling glass doors, 
so elegance and convenience are not ever 
sacrificed for the sake of the beach view.

The guest rooms are just as eclectic 
and refined as the public spaces. Patricia 
notes, “The guest rooms showcase inter-
esting renditions of edgy design and a 
comfortable guest experience. The room 
flooring is made of hard surfaces combined 
with the softness and warmth of area 
rugs. Curve patterns juxtaposed on back-
lit painted cement headboards connote 
dynamic energy. Creative patterns of sea 

life forms, which are pronounced in soft 
furnishings, also add a beautiful surprise.”

The Lind is a project of a homegrown 
group, which also owns and runs The Spa 
group. Daryl Tan sums up their concept: 
“The Lind is inspired by the harmony of 
Boracay’s relaxing and vibrant coastal life. It 
is creatively interpreted through the use of 
patterns, colors and textures as seen in every 
corner of the resort. As a lifestyle brand, it 
presents an elegant concept with a touch of 
quirk that caters to well-versed travelers; a 
contemporary design that speaks of artistry , 
as well as luxurious comfort.” 

It may be one thing to come up with a 
great concept, and another to actually achieve 
it. The Lind is a clear manifestation of how 
a dream becomes a reality, and that the 
right design doesn’t have to be an expensive 
afterthought, but is an integral and impressive 
component of a truly amazing escape. 

The fusion of patterns, refreshing 
nautical colors and aquatic 
forms interpreted in a modern 
way makes the Lind Hotel in 
Boracay a restorative escape.
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A MASSIVE WOODEN DOOR by Agi Pagkatipunan is the first hint of 
special things to come for guests of this Bali-inspired residence de-
signed by Frenjick Quesada of Design HQ. For this project, Quesada 
went to work on the vision of his clients, a pair of art-loving husband 
and wife lawyers who were very specific about Bali as the inspiration 
for their home. “We have visited Bali several times, and we love the 
place and the healing vibe of its architecture. You get a sense that you 
are returning to nature, where you came from. In the process, your 
mind and body are healed from all the worries and stress of this busy 
world. We wanted to feel that every day,” says the lady lawyer. 

Indeed, Quesada, along with Jobele Tee and his team of designers, 
delivered a relaxing enclave for this couple and their family. The Pag-
katipunan front door, for example, is a piece of art that was designed 
expressly for this home. In fact, the owners say that it took a couple 
of attempts for the artist to get the design and the mechanism to its 
final result. 

A Series of Open Spaces for Relaxation
Past the door, one is ushered to the living room that enjoys the 

feel of openness and expansion, as its ceiling soars to a double height. 
Here, against a wall cladded with white limestone, is a large painting 
by Kublai Millan. While at first, this area seemed to pose a challenge, 
just by its sheer height, it also presented an opportunity to showcase 
this tall mural by the Mindanao artist. Its vibrant green hues serve as 
a dynamic visual counterpart to the calmness rendered by the stone. 
It functions as a focal point for the space, breaking up the height into 
a visually friendlier proportion in consideration of the human scale 
that views it from the ground floor. 

A Fine 
Accomplishment

FOR TWO LAWYERS, DESIGN HQ  

CREATED A TROPICAL HAVEN IN THE CITY

BY ANNA M. ROSETE / PHOTOGRAPHS BY WILLIAM ONG
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The living room soars to 
a double height space 

bathed in natural light. 
Grounding this are choice 

pieces of furniture, 
which were sourced 

in Bali and locally. 
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The dining room showcases a 
massive dining table that was 
bought in Bali. Made of guiltless 
wood, it was reduced in size to fit 
the space allowed for it. Beyond, 
intricate reliefs also bought in 
Bali add to the tranquil Southeast 
Asian feel of the space. 
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A favorite piece amongst the family’s growing collection of art, this 
Millan mural succinctly captures the homeowners’ preferences, trans-
lated into the home’s character. “While the size is imposing, it blends 
perfectly well with the house and the nature that surrounds it. It gives 
character to the house without being obtrusive to the rest of the ele-
ments that surround it, unlike other paintings that beg to be noticed. 
Like nature itself, it surrounds you and keeps you intact, without im-
posing on you,” the lady of the house says. 

A grouping of furniture sourced from Bali and locally grounds the 
room with a comfortable ensemble that is sure to make guests feel at 
home, surely convincing them to stay for a little longer. Overhead, the 
pitched roof adds interest to the area, incorporating as well a touch 
of vernacular interior architecture that is characteristic of Southeast 
Asia, in keeping with the home’s theme.

The warm welcome created by this tropical retreat continues 
as one is ushered through the living room and into the courtyard, to 
which glass doors from the living room open, revealing a very pleasant 
outdoor space. Here, large birthing chairs join an ensemble of outdoor 
seating complemented by the space’s show-stopper, a wall fountain 
whose limestone décor was bought and sourced from Bali.

Furniture that Evokes Feelings 
of Warmth and Nature

It took the homeowners, together with their designer, a few trips 
to Bali to buy and source the items that make their home feel like an 
authentic Southeast Asian resort getaway. “We were very involved 
with the design of our home,” the lady of the house says. “We shopped 
for the furniture together with our designers, chose every fixture upon 

YOU GET A SENSE THAT YOU ARE RETURNING  

TO NATURE, WHERE YOU CAME FROM

The kitchen also holds a dining table 
for casual dinners with the family. 
BELOW: Interior designer Frenjick 
Quesada poses with the main door by 
Agi Pagkatipunan as his backdrop. 
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The owners wanted the feel of being in 
the province. Their courtyard certainly 

fulfills this wish, as large birthing chairs 
are added to a seating arrangement where 

one can while away a languid afternoon.
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Overlooking the staircase whose walls 
are studded by Filipino art is the second 
floor seating arrangement, which are also 
outfitted with natural wood furniture. 
The other half of the dining table was 
repurposed to make this cofee table. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: The master bathroom’s 
neutral color scheme is in keeping with the 
owners’ wish for a relaxing atmosphere. 
Here, woven baskets are used as hampers. 
Beyond, the doors of the cabinets in the 
walk-in closet are finished with woven fiber.
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IT WAS DESIGNED TO ALWAYS CONVEY  

A PEACEFUL MOOD IN THE LIVING AREAS
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their recommendation. I was even involved in designing 
the floor plan of the house,” she beams with pride at the 
tranquil outcome of the two-year home building efort. 
“We told [our designers] that we wanted to achieve the 
feel of a lazy afternoon in the province. We also empha-
sized that we wanted it simple yet cozy. [It had to] evoke 
feelings of home and nature. We wanted none of those 
plush and modern furniture or fittings in this home. 
We preferred natural wood, not veneer, and stone,” she 
continues, emphasizing the family’s preference for the 
natural.

If there is one piece of furniture in the home that 
the homeowners hold dearest, it is their dining table. As 
it stands now, it looks like it had been created expressly 
for the proportions of the space. The lady of the house 
shares a story that reveals otherwise. 

“We got something like a 2-meter wide by 4-meter 
long dining table. We cut it up so it would fit the dining 
area,” she relates. “While there are a lot of solid wood 
here in the Philippines, rarely do they ever get as wide 
as two meters,” she says, emphasizing the rarity of the 
piece that now sits in their dining area. “By the way, the 
tree from which the wood came was already dead. It had 
been struck by lightning, making the material ‘guiltless 
wood,’” she clarifies, explaining the provenance of the 
rare and prized piece of wood that is witness to many 
gatherings amongst family and friends in this home.

In such a perfectly peaceful abode, would one want 
more from a home? “The challenge right now is in plac-
ing all the artwork that we have collected over the years, 
and still continue to collect. I’d like to see the house 
evolve into a museum-like home while maintaining its 
coziness,” the lady of the house says. 

Perhaps, years down the road, that will be this 
home’s consummate evolution. For now, it is a fine 
accomplishment in the luxury of comfort, ease and tran-
quility. “It addresses our need for respite after a busy 
day. It was designed to always convey a peaceful mood in 
the living areas,” the lady of the house sums up, relishing 
her family’s serene haven. 

Diaphanous sheer curtains shield 
the master bedroom from natural 
light. Overhead, the pitched ceiling 
creates spacial grandeur befitting the 
four-poster bed in this sanctuary.
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Anecdotal 
Abode 
THERE’S A STORY  

BEHIND EVERY OBJECT 

IN THIS ARCHITECT’S 

APARTMENT

BY ANNA M. ANGARA
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL DEL ROSARIO

ARCHITECT CATHY SALDAÑA uses the word “love” a lot. It’s not a 
word used casually because clearly, there is a lot to love about her life. 
And a lot of this is reflected in her home, a 200-sq.m. unit in a popular 
Salcedo Village building. 

Cathy and her fiancé Alex welcome me inside the spacious apart-
ment. The place is huge by today’s standards. She delights in taking me 
on a tour of her home, claiming that every object and piece of furniture 
has a story to tell. She adds intriguingly, “Everything that is happening 
in my home is a reflection of what’s going on in my life.”

A dynamic and accomplished architect, Cathy considers hospi-
tality design her forte. She has been a consultant for the Shangri-La 
Group for 17 years and has worked on some of the Seda Hotels for Aya-
la Land. Although most of her projects are commercial, she still enjoys 
designing houses because she likes the idea of building a dream home 
for someone adding that “it’s where you can put more of a personal 
touch.” Through her choice of furniture and accessories, she has truly 
personalized her own home.

In architecture and interior design, the end results are rarely from 
one person’s ideas. They are products of collaboration among design-
ers, clients, suppliers, and contractors. In Cathy’s home, one gets this 
sense of synergy. 

Local art by Sanso, Pacquing, and 
Cosio, furniture by Cordaro and 
Lagdameo, and accessories from 
all over the world are efortlessly 
combined in the living room.
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When I arrive, she and her staf are rearranging 
furniture for our photo shoot. “I do love moving things 
around,” she says and agrees that it’s good feng shui. And 
as the owner of an interior construction company, she 
has the advantage of having a crew of plumbers, electri-
cians, painters, etc., on standby, so she’s able to have her 
home “manicured” every quarter. 

Her extensive hotel work has given her access to 
various furniture and accessory suppliers. “I meet ex-
porters and I’m lucky to have access to their products, 
things that aren’t available in the local market. I guess 
that’s a privilege we have as designers. I get preferential 
rates, for instance, with Dedon,” gesturing towards the 
outdoor furniture on her terrace. But what excites her 
most is collaborating on the furniture and lighting de-
sign in her home.

‘I love ipil’
Cathy loves the use of white in interiors, as it’s the 

perfect neutral palette to show of her wood furniture, 
antiques and artwork. “Wood is very neutral as well and 
gives a natural sense of warmth.” 

Throughout her apartment, she mixes diferent 
types of wood in various applications—in accessories, 
furniture, windows, and doors. Diferent styles of furni-
ture are combined, such as an antique Filipino display 
cabinet, a Chinese twin chair (which serves as bookshelf 
by day and sound system base for party nights), and a 
modern oval wood stool by Eric Paras. 

“For me I like modern and simple, but it’s impor-
tant that there’s still a Filipino or Asian touch. I also 
like to highlight the use of Filipino wood. I love ipil. It’s 
underrated and not very well known because narra or 
kamagong is preferred. Ipil has a subtle grain compared 
to kamagong, which is very distinct, but ipil’s color is 
naturally dark.

“I love living on the amenities floor,” Cathy says of 
her garden unit, adjacent to the swimming pool. When 
choosing an apartment, most people prefer to live on a 
higher floor, but as an architect, she was aware that gar-
den units are more spacious with higher ceilings, due to 
the services and amenities located at this level. It took 
her six months to renovate, and to create the open lay-
out. “I really ripped it apart,” she exclaims. Previously, 
the ceilings were low, there were too many partitions, 
and most of the walls were lined with built-in cabinets.

Although a long-time lover and collector of art and 
furniture, when she first moved into the apartment in 

The neatness of the kitchen belies the 
owner’s love of cooking. Wood furniture 
and shutters add warmth to the white 
kitchen, and a Venetian mirror and 
sculptural leaves provide interesting 
contrasts to the neutral space.
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Made for entertaining. The dining area 
showcases Cathy’s favorite wood ipil and 
the work of her favorite furniture maker 
Buddy Lagdameo. His dining table and 
mirror are combined with a cabinet 
from her mother and a Chinese chair.
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2011, she only had a few pieces on display. For the first 
two years, she enjoyed the bareness of the white walls, 
the emptiness of the space. In decorating, she points out, 
“What you leave empty is as important as what you put on 
your walls.” 

Filipinos like accumulating and filling their homes 
with things, but apartment living necessitates editing one’s 
possessions. In this respect, Cathy is lucky as she has the 
luxury of collecting, but also storing her pieces in a ware-
house in Quezon City. She visits when she’s in the mood 
to change things up. She says, “It’s fun because you can re-
fresh the look of your place every now and then.”

Art lover
Her love of art is apparent. It’s everywhere, starting 

with the foyer where guests meet “Orange,” a swirling, 
metal orangutan mounted on a Carrara marble base. This 
humorous, tactile piece, which belonged to her fiancé’s 
family, constantly delights visitors. Over the years, she has 
amassed mostly abstract art. In the living room, Bernie 
Pacquing’s “The Zipper,” which can be hung vertically or 
horizontally, hangs over the main seating area. Works by 
Allan Cosio, Arturo Luz, Juvenal Sanso, Popo San Pascual 
and Baby Valencia introduce bursts of color to the white 
walls of the apartment.

Cathy collects the work of Cebu-based Italian furni-
ture-maker Carlo Cordaro, such as his Bridge Chair and 
leather Wave Chair. And most of her major wooden piec-
es—dining table, matching armoires in the living room, 
her bedroom headboard—are all by Buddy Lagdameo. She 
says, “We collaborated on the dining table. We changed the 
legs of an 80-year-old ipil wood table and gave it a modern 
base. For me, anything I get from Buddy is going to be an 
heirloom piece. I’m an advocate of old, recycled wood and 
that’s why I admire him. He brought all these old houses 
and repurposed their wood.”

For décor, she combined pieces inherited from her 
mother, and objects she collects on her travels, for in-
stance, Dama Juana glass containers in rare shapes, which 
her mother used to store vinegar, are juxtaposed with an-
tique wood Chinese moon cake molds from Hong Kong. 
When she got engaged to her Boston-born fiancée, she 
decided to introduce some New England accents like can-
dlesticks from Cape Cod, the Orangutan sculpture, and a 
vintage clock by Jaeger LeCoultre from Alex’s collection 
of timepieces. “What I collect are chests. These were my 

RIGHT: Cathy is not afraid to combine 
diferent wood finishes such as that of 
the piano, an heirloom piece from her 
grandmother, with the darker color of 
the bentwood chair. BELOW RIGHT: The 
modern tub and antique chair and table 
are juxtaposed against always classic 
Carrara marble. OPPOSITE PAGE: Chests 
from Cathy’s collection are stacked 
under a Chinese wood bench in the guest 
bedroom. She uses them to organize 
small items like cards, clips or ribbons.
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mother’s. Just small ones, the big ones scare me.”
She travels frequently for work and enjoys picking up unique 

home accessories on her trips. A selection of these items is arranged 
on a round table in the living room: brass candleholders by Alexander 
Lamont; copper pieces inspired by the balimbing fruit; a wood leaf by a 
Japanese sculptor; a small metal sculpture by Ed Castrillo; a stainless 
steel vase by Zaha Hadid, reminiscent of a skyscraper, and purchased 
at the Vitra Museum in Switzerland. 

She partnered with friend and frequent FAME exhibitor, Mike 
Aguas of Vulcan Resources, to create the custom seven-piece lighting 
fixture hanging above the dining table. It’s made of stainless steel, glass 
and wrought iron. “I told Mike, I want to see patterns on my ceiling, and 
this is what he came up with. I love the efect, the reflections of light.” 

‘This is a party place’
The open plan kitchen is conducive to cooking and entertaining 

at the same time. “This is a party place, it’s always filled with people. 
You can see wine bottle marks on the table, there’s a story with every 
scratch.” The kitchen is modern, but two glassware cabinets, and a rare 
set of pen-and-ink Panagbenga drawings by Ferdinand Doctolero in 
narra frames provide the Filipino touch. 

In keeping with her love of wood, instead of curtains, Cathy decid-
ed to go with narra shutters in the bedrooms “because you can control 
the light coming in.” She also used narra shutters to help counteract 
the bad feng shui of her bed facing the door. She devised an ingenious 
solution where she attached a swinging shutter to the wall, which acts 
as a barrier.

Her bedroom is also filled with favorite art: “The Swirl,” a wavy 
limited edition sculpture in stainless steel by Impy Pilapil; wood-
cut prints by Pandy Aviado; and a portrait of Cathy by Allan Cosio. 
A large en suite bathroom has some traditional Filipino pieces: her 
grandmother’s dresser, an antique round table, and bentwood chair. “I 
sometimes do work in here.” To ease the tensions of long-haul travel, 
she enjoys quick soaks in the modern tub, which stands against a dra-
matic Carrara marble wall backdrop. 

The apartment has evolved as its owner has, both personally and 
professionally. Cathy claims that her apartment has never been fea-
tured in any publication. She says, “I was waiting for the right time, and 
the right magazine, and a few years back I was having personal issues, 
so I was very private. Now, my work is out there.” 

And now, she and her home are ready for their close-up. 

In the master bedroom, prints by Pandy 
Aviado flank the bed, which has a 
custom headboard by Buddy Lagdameo. 
The art in the room, particularly the 
metal sculpture by Impy Pilapil, provide 
a striking foil to the liberal use of wood.
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When Ease  
and Elegance 
Come Together

RICH AND LUXURIOUS TEXTURES, 

CONTEMPORARY FURNITURE, FILIPINO 

MASTERS AND MILITARY-INSPIRED ANTIQUES 

ALL ADD UP TO A SOPHISTICATED AND YET 

COMFORTABLE AND WELCOMING ABODE

BY LEAH PUYAT / PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAOLA ASERON
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Metallic neutrals, 
streamlined yet quirky 

furniture, and a lovingly 
curated mix of paintings 

and sculpture create a 
design statement that 

is contemporary, highly 
individual and ultimately 

warm and welcoming.
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“THIS IS WHEN IT’S AT ITS BEST! When everyone is around the din-
ing table and eating a lot!” exclaims the lady of the house when the 
shoot finally wraps up and the photographer, editors, writer and as-
sistants and friends are all finally eating a well-deserved early evening 
meal. She loves opening up her home to people and though the home 
does have its grand moments and luxe furnishings, what really makes 
this space memorable are the easy vibe and comfortable feeling that 
envelops all who enter here. 

For the weekly poker game she hosts for friends, she personally 
makes a hearty soup as a midnight snack. “After a night of playing, 
everyone is hungry!” she laughs heartily as she confesses, “It’s a good 
thing my husband doesn’t mind the late nights.” It has often been 
written that design is visual autobiography, and the exuberant, multi-

layered look of this flat is a marvelous reflection of the fascinating and 
intriguing lady of the house.

Her collaborator, young and rising design star Mark Steven 
Perez of the Empire Group and the furnishings store Harver Hill, 
smiles and says that the design process was smooth and sweet. “She 
knew what she wanted, and that always makes it easy. I loved all 
the art she had, and that was my favorite part, finding a place for 
all the art.”  

The happy client enthuses similarly. “Mark never imposed his 
style or his taste. But he has such a good sense of balance and  propor-
tion, and he was able to really plan the flow.” 

Mark smiles and says, “We were able to marry our aesthetics. I just 
wanted to reflect her personality, which is warm and welcoming.”
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WHAT REALLY MAKES THIS SPACE MEMORABLE  

ARE THE EASY VIBE AND COMFORTABLE FEELING  

THAT ENVELOPS ALL WHO ENTER HERE

The home oice slash man cave is 
set of the bedroom, and is an oasis 
in quiet calm colors, but still in the 

flat’s stealth luxe vibe. LEFT: For the 
lady of the house’s weekly poker 

nights, the bar is the most popular 
spot. Bar from Crate and Barrel. 
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The dining room set-up was lovingly 
styled by Annie Tanco of Bizu, who 

personally chose the Fil Rouge Ginori China 
designed by Paola Navone. A painting by 
BenCab, which the owners loaned to the 

Metropolitan Museum for the artist’s 50th 
anniversary, hangs on the mirrored walls. 

LEFT: The Kenneth Cobonpue lighting 
fixtures add a light and playful touch to 
the much-loved and much-used kitchen.
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WE HAD TO MAKE SURE 

THAT IT NEVER LOOKS  

LIKE A SHOWROOM
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Metal works
It all starts with the foyer. While many homeowners would put a 

token plant or perhaps a bench at the entrance, this lady had diferent 
ideas. “It is where it all begins, so why not make it nice?” So she filled 
the space right outside her private elevator with a lively metallic wall-
paper, plants and artwork. 

The exuberant and well-curated foyer sets the tone for the home. 
The entry to the flat is lined with leather wallpaper and a sculptural 
metal installation. “I stayed at The Wynn in Las Vegas, and loved their 
red leather walls. So we asked and asked until Joey Yupangco told us 
about Skin of Architect Gil Coscuella and they customized these leath-
er panels and even did the installation for us.”  

The powder room, the dining space and the living area are all lined 
in metallic paper that vary in pattern and yet have similar tones, so the 
recurring design motif grounds the space and provides an easy, con-
temporary glamour.

Making changes 
“In our last apartment, we had a lot of Oriental antiques and fur-

niture, old things that I had grown up with. This is a dramatic change 
from all that. So I really wanted to make a change in this place,” the 
lady of the house explains, and so found her main furniture pieces in 
B&B Italia and Casa Bella. 

She did hold on to some sentimental pieces. She points out a small 
sculpture. “My dad brought this home one day when I was young. He 
said that he found it in Chinatown. A few years ago, I saw a similar 
piece in the Louvre, and I’ve now sent some photos of this piece, and 
they are now authenticating it.”

Her newfound love for modern furniture did prove to be a design 
challenge. “We had to make sure that it never looks like a showroom,” 

LEFT: The master 
bedroom has the 
most subdued color 
scheme, but is still 
visually cohesive with 
the public spaces 
because of the metallic 
wallpaper and modern 
feel of the furniture.
RIGHT: The striking 
foyer combined 
leather, glass and 
metal elements for an 
unforgettable impact.
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says Mark. And that they did by balancing the new furniture with 
paintings by Filipino masters and antique sculpture collected by the 
man of the house from a time when he lived in Mindanao.

Mark also concentrated on choosing interesting lighting. The lady 
of the house is particularly fond of the Kenneth Cobonpue lighting fix-
tures in the kitchen. “Aren’t they such happy pieces? I really wanted to 
fill the place with happiness.”

The man of the house made sure to stay clear of the apartment while 
the shoot was in full swing. When he made a late appearance, he acqui-
esced to a quick chat, and with a twinkle in his eyes and a wide smile, says, 
“I have learned that if we will be happy together, I will just let her have 
her way. But the first time I saw it, I was so happy. I loved it! I couldn’t 
criticize anything about it. It was elegant, comfortable and homey.”

Though they were interviewed separately, both of them had the 
same story that encapsulated the essence of their new home. Even 
before the couple had moved into this home, they welcomed fam-
ily friends to live in the flat while they stayed in Manila.  Their friends 
couldn’t believe that they were the first people to stay in this flat. “They 
couldn’t stop saying how homey the place was! They couldn’t imagine 
that we were not yet still living here because of how comfortable it was.”

Comfort is not synonymous with style. But on some rare occa-
sions, and with some deft balancing design touches and a discerning 
editing eye, ease and elegance can come together. 

WITH SOME DEFT 

BALANCING DESIGN 

TOUCHES,  EASE AND 

ELEGANCE CAN COME 

TOGETHER
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“This is the only room 
with pieces from our 

old place, so I call 
this the Happy Room, 
because of the happy 

memories,” reveals 
the lady of the house. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: A 
family heirloom, this 
dresser holds many 

happy memories for 
the homeowner. 
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High Filipino Living
AYALA LAND’S AMAIA DELIVERS ATTRACTIVE OPTIONS  

TO THE COUNTRY’S UPWARDLY MOBILE, URBAN MARKET
BY ANNA M. ROSETE / PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAR CONCENGCO 

special

The living room of the 
Amaia Steps Pasig is 
painted in a neutral 
color scheme, allowing 
the occasional use 
of color to pop.
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THE LURE OF LIVING in a condo increas-
ingly appeals to Filipinos. As the capital’s 
population becomes more and more oriented 
towards work, what with a reported 790,000 
employees taking to the call center employ-
ment route in 2015, the demand for urban 
living is now at an ultimate high.  

In this setting, buyers prize 
convenience, ease, accessibility and family-
friendly environments. It is no wonder 
that Ayala Land, Inc. conceived of Amaia, 
its solution to afordable housing. Built on 
five tenets—location, feature and ameni-
ties, quality, buying experience, and living 
experience, the company caters to upwardly 
mobile Filipino professionals, an aspiration-
al market who strives for the value of their 
well-earned finances. 

Achieving the urban dream
“Kaya ko na,” Amaia’s tagline proudly 

proclaims, echoing the pride of the hard 
working Filipino in achieving his urban 
dream. This spirit boasts of a can-do, survi-
vor attitude, one that Filipinos are known for 
the world over. In Basque, the word “amaya” 
alludes to a high place or the fulfillment of 
a dream. Likewise, the name is a word play 
on the Filipino “maya,” the modest local 
sparrow, a symbol of the Filipino’s persistent 
trait of meekly working in order to aford a 
living for the family. Clearly, the company 

LEFT-RIGHT: Also 
in the Amaia Steps 
Pasig model unit, the 
bedroom and the 
living room have been 
designed to take 
advantage of vertical 
space for storage. 
BELOW: Its dining 
room comfortably 
seats a party of four.
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ABOVE: In Amaia Steps Pasig, an open 
plan allows for a free-flowing layout, 
anchored by key pieces of furniture 
to define the space’s functions. 
BELOW: A cozy living space is created 
with the use of furniture that does 
double duty. The sofa converts into a 
bed for guests. BELOW LEFT: Open 
shelving in the kitchen allows one to 
showcase decor or use as storage.
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Amaia Properties 
Ensure:
QUALITY

Amaia adheres to stringent build-

ing codes and standards.

Promises delivery and completion

Ensured by MDC Build Plus track 

record and experience

LIVING EXPERIENCE
Safety and security

Maintenance by the Ayala Property 

Management Corporation (APMC)

Fire detection and alarm systems

Garbage collection services per floor

CCTV cameras in select locations

BUYING EXPERIENCE
Competent and special-

ized property consultants

Financing options in cash, deferred cash, 

bank financing and in-house financing 

LEFT: Vertical 
patterns rendered in 
shades of gray make 
soothing accent 
walls in the master 
bedroom. RIGHT: An 
extra bedroom/study 
area is aforded by 
the space. BELOW: In 
the children’s room, 
eicient storage 
techniques are 
employed, such as 
the bank of drawers 
below the bed. 
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Amaia’s Deliverable Specifications:
Your Amaia unit is 

delivered in bare 

finish so feel free to 

design beyond what 

Amaia provides:

Flooring - within the 

unit- Vinyl planks; 

in toilet and bath 

areas- ceramic tiles

Walls - within the unit, 

painted concrete 

and painted con-

crete partitions for 

one-bedroom units’ 

ceramic tiles in wet 

areas and painted 

walls for toilet 

and bath areas

Windows - powder 

coated, aluminum-

framed windows

Ceilings - painted con-

crete within the unit; 

gypsum board within 

toilet and bath areas

Kitchen - kitchen sink 

with base cabinet

Toilet and Bath - Com-

plete toilet and bath 

fixtures; provision for 

clothes washer/dryer

Telephone and 

cable ready

Sprinkler system and 
emergency lights
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champions the hard working work force, 
ofering several afordable properties to the 
Filipino.

In Quezon City, the company has its 
fastest selling project to date in Amaia Skies 
Cubao. Located in EDSA cor. P. Tuazon 
Ave., in Barangay Socorro, Cubao, Amaia 
Skies Cubao boasts of first-class ameni-
ties where dwellers can maintain a healthy 
work-life balance. Accessible from EDSA 
and Santolan, the Araneta Center and Cubao 
MRT Stations are within easy access to the 
development. Here, occupants can enjoy a 

relaxing dip in the swimming pool, maintain 
fitness in the half basketball court located on 
the podium level, or take in nature in the ver-
dant landscaped gardens.  Life’s celebrations 
and gatherings can be accommodated in the 
private party and multi-purpose hall areas. 
At the ground level is a convenient retail row 
of service shops and home stores.  

Choose from studio units measuring 
18.60 sq.m. to 32.07 sq.m., and one-bedroom 
units measuring 27.75 sq.m. to 55.73 sq.m. 
The first tower will be completed in June 
2016, and the second tower in April 2020.

In Amaia Skies Cubao, 
a disciplined color 
and texture palette 
makes the studio 
space attractive.
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Benefits of the  
suburban lifestyle

Pegged for the 30,000-70,000- peso 
monthly earner, Amaia Steps Pasig is a 
mid-rise condo development located along 
Eusebio St., Barangay San Miguel. It is less 
than 6 km. away from the Ortigas Business 
District, 4 km. from C5 and 5 km. from Boni-
facio Global City. Schools around the area are 
St. Paul’s Pasig, University of Asia Pacific and 
Sacred Heart Academy. It is also in proxim-
ity to Pasig General Hospital, Rizal Medical 
Center and The Medical City. 

Its amenities aford dwellers the benefits 
of a suburban lifestyle within city limits. 
Enjoy recreation and leisure in the pool area 
or in the lush landscaped garden with walk-
ing paths, and socialization in the clubhouse. 
Delis, intimate restaurants and service shops 
will be located in the retail row.

At Amaia Steps Pasig, studio units 
range from 23 sq.m. to 26 sq.m., while the 
Grand Units range from 44 sq.m. to 50 
sq.m. Both phases 1A and 1B will be com-
pleted in December 2018. 

In Amaia Skies 
Cubao, the model 
unit is decorated 
with a nautical-
inspired color palette 
that unifies all of the 
rooms, making the 
space feel cohesive.
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Move-In 
Checklist
Purchasing a condo is one achieve-

ment many dream of, but it does not end 

there. Make the experience as stress-free 

as you can by keeping these in mind:

Electrical outlets and lighting - make sure 

that you walk through with your contrac-

tor the location of each electrical outlet, 

and that each one serves your purpose. 

Do not forget floor outlets for floor lamps 

and other decorative or task lighting.

Check the sources of ventilation, cool-

ing and heating so that they fulfill your 

needs. You may need to provide more.

Talk to your agent and understand 

what is and what is not included in 

the purchase so that you can allocate 

a budget for the appliances, finishes 

and extras that you may want.

Be familiar with egress and ingress 

routes for safety and security.

Know the access features for 

those with limited mobility.

Small Space 
Hacks
Ten simple designer moves that will 

help you live large in a small space:

Use mirrors to create the illu-

sion of a larger space.

Employ a bold pattern on an accent wall. 

This will provide enough visual punch 

to make your space memorable.

Be economical with your color 

scheme in order to create cohesive 

spaces, especially in an open plan.

Use furniture that doubles as hidden stor-

age. Also use shelves as decorative storage.

Avoid visual clutter by decorating with 

one distinct piece and assembling 

groups of objects around it.

Let as much natural light into your condo.

The addition of natural plants and 

fresh flowers makes your small space 

more pleasant and inviting.

Decorate vertically. Take advantage 

of the walls and what you can do with 

them. Decorate with floating shelves, 

hanging art and conversation pieces. 

A surprising pop of color goes a 

long way. Paint your furniture, an ac-

cent wall or consider a pattern on 

your floor to make a statement.

Use a rug to anchor your spaces and 

the furniture on it. These visually help 

make a space look more coherent.

ABOVE: In the one 
bedroom model unit 
in Amaia Skies Cubao, 
a mirrored wall by the 
dining area makes the 
space look and feel 
expansive. BELOW: 
An accent wall in the 
living area multi-tasks 
as a space for storage 
and entertainment.

VOL. 12 NO. 6 | METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING  85



special / RESORT STYLE LIVING

86  METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING | VOL. 12 NO. 6



Leisure Living 
All Year Round

IN THIS COASTAL HOME,  
NATURE TAKES CENTER STAGE 

BY FLEXI SARTE
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MILO SOGUECO

WHEN HOMEOWNERS Angela Santos and Yannick greet us upon 
arrival, Angela is in a sundress that hints at a two-piece bikini 
underneath it while Yannick is in a relaxed smart casual get-up of 
chino shorts and a sport shirt. It seems like hitting the beach or lazing 
around the pool is the next order of business in this modern-Asian 
home in the upscale seaside residential resort community of Terra-
zas de Punta Fuego, more popularly known as the much-anticipated 
sequel to Landco Pacific Corporation’s renowned Peninsula de Punta 
Fuego. But first, the house tour.

This coastal home, as Angela refers to it, is situated on an 880-
sq.m. sloping terrain; it has five bedrooms, each with toilet and bath. 
As we enter, a majestic view of the West Philippine Sea presents itself 
in the picture window of the first level living area, which can also be 
enjoyed from any part of the house.

 
Asian touches

Angela points out, “Everything has a view. Yannick said that 
without it, there would have been no point in buying [the property]. 

Yannick and Angela spend more time in 
their Terrazas de Punta Fuego seaside 

escape than in their Alabang home. This 
spectacular view, which they enjoy every 

single day, makes it hard to leave the place. 
RIGHT: The house facade may look small 

on the outside, but that’s an intentional 
illusion the homeowners have created, 

following the Vashtu concept of a cow’s 
head being narrow and pointed, then 

expanding eventually, just like their 
home, which is surprisingly bigger 

inside. Photograph by Yannick. 
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areas of the home such as the garden, pool, 
and open dining area.

 
Open concept

“This open concept and style reflect our 
personality. It looks small on the outside, 
but you don’t realize how much more there 
is on the inside,” Angela says. “It follows the 
Vashtu concept of the cow’s head; its head is 
narrow and pointed, but it expands eventu-
ally. Since we lived in India for some time, 
we understood [and applied] that concept to 
building this home also.”

antique bells from Myanmar are repurposed 
as a lighting fixture in the bedroom. The low-
maintenance wood flooring from Indonesia 
lends a rich finish to this tropical oasis.

Since the couple spends more of their 
days here than in their Alabang residence, 
they devote an entire wing of the ground 
level to the master bedroom, bathroom, 
and closet, which, as Angela promised, has a 
breathtaking view of the scenery. In the ter-
race, lounge chairs serve as the perfect spot 
to witness the sunset’s daily performance 
while keeping a watchful eye on the public 

special / RESORT STYLE LIVING

Our bedroom opens up to this view and it’s 
what we wake up to every morning. We enjoy 
the sunset every single day and it makes you 
realize how close you are to nature.”

Asian touches are prevalent in the décor 
down to the design elements, which reflect 
the places the family has lived in through 
the years, the result of Yannick and Angela’s 
careers in the hotel industry. Buddhist sym-
bols, such as the prayer wheel and beggar’s 
bowl, serve a decorative purpose. Antique 
wood intricately carved with elephants is 
transformed into a lampshade; likewise, 

TOP: The balcony brings the dwellers and their 
guests closer to nature. It graciously opens up to 
the picturesque ocean view. BELOW: The living 
room ofers another spectacular vista of the West 
Philippine Sea. “Without the view, there would 
have been no point in buying the property,” 
says Yannick. BELOW RIGHT: The dining room, 
where the family loves to spend leisure time over 
food and wine, accentuated by a striking capiz 
panel that becomes a motif for the ceiling.
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How to Incorporate 
a Resort-Style Look 
for the Home
HOTELIER ANGELA 
SANTOS SHARES SOME 
TIPS ON HOW TO ACHIEVE 
THE LEISURE AND 
RESORT FEEL IN THEIR 
SEASIDE GETAWAY:
 

1 Bring the outdoors in. Take a look at the 

outdoor elements that you can bring inside 

your home, such as plants, flowers, or even sea-

shells for a nautical feel. Place them collectively 

in diferent parts of your home, in the bedroom 

or bathroom, to create a resort-inspired theme. 

Tropical flowers, for instance, add a nice touch 

to a table setting for special occasions.

2 Localize. Inspired by years of experi-

ence as sales and marketing director 

for a global hotel chain, Angela likes to keep 

things uncomplicated through the use of local 

products or ingredients. She explains, “You 

have to immerse yourself in the locality, or 

what I call ‘sliding into the system.’ The minute 

I was here, I went to the palengke, to see 

what will be my feeder supplier market. I have 

always practiced the principle of keeping it 

sweet and simple.”

3 Go authentic. “When we entertain, we 

use utensils that are meant for that 

particular kind of food, and we are quite 

good in [cooking] authentic Indian, Moroc-

can, French and Filipino cuisines,” Angela 

says. So when traveling abroad, consider in-

vesting in dining utensils that lend a genuine 

resort feel to your home.

4 Choose green-living. This seaside home 

can be fully air conditioned by using 

sliding doors to close of certain areas. How-

ever, the couple opts for the natural sea breeze 

on most days. You can also invest in environ-

ment-friendly appliances like inverters, solar 

water heaters, and LED lights, as they did.

5 Get organized. This is an additional tip 

for a vacation home that is frequented 

by family and friends all-year round. The 

house can get packed unexpectedly, so orga-

nization is a must. Have a place for everything 

and insist that everyone abide by this system. 

“The minute you simplify and train [your 

staf], it runs like a well-oiled machine, so that 

when you arrive, it’s the same as when you 

leave it,” advises Angela. 

 

True to this principle, 
the house expands as you 
descend to the second 
level, where the kitchen, 
dining room, and open liv-
ing/dining room, garden 
and pool can be found. 
“We love social gatherings 
and this is where they hap-
pen,” Angela says. “The 
nice feature of the dining 
room is the capiz panel, 
which I found in Green-
belt 3; our furniture and 
flooring are from Madera, 
and the upholstery was 
done by a local shop,” she 
adds. “We have breakfast 
and lunch in the terrace 
while dinner is usually 
served inside, where we like to enjoy our food 
with wine. On certain days, the children and 
grandchildren spend some time here; the 
family room is our favorite hangout because 
this is where we have movie nights.”

But the best part of this tropical haven 
is always the spectacular vista, available all 
year-round. “We enjoy our view, our sunsets, 
and we don’t get tired of this scenery. We 
understand that we are lucky. I have traveled 

for the last 40 years all over the word for 
business, social parties… I like it here in Ter-
razas. The lifestyle is relaxed, no pretensions. 
It’s clean, quiet, safe and well-maintained, 
and the beach is just two minutes away. 
When we want something diferent, we go to 
Peninsula de Punta Fuego where the marina 
is (the Punta Fuego Yacht Club) to see our 
friends, take the boat to Fortune Island or 
head back to Manila,” says Yannick. 

Terrazas beach is just 
two minutes away from 
their tropical oasis, but 
the big pool serves as 
the perfect resort feature 
for this vacation haven 
where social gatherings 
are frequent. BELOW: The 
sleek kitchen features 
big windows, the design 
once again maximizing 
the views while letting 
the outdoors in.
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special / HOLIDAY DECORATING

A Visual Holiday Feast 
HAPPY ONGPAUCO-TIU DELIGHTS IN PREPARING  

HER HOME FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

BY LEAH PUYAT/ PHOTOGRAPHS BY TERENCE SAW 

Restaurateur Happy Ongpauco-
Tiu considers her home a blank 
canvas that she can decorate for 
any occasion. She makes her home 
festive for the season by introducing 
the colors of Christmas in key 
locations. Here, her dining table 
is festooned with red poinsettias 
and Christmas balls, creating 
an abundant atmosphere.
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AS THE HEIRESS to the Barrio Fiesta 
heritage and an accomplished chef and 
restaurateur in her own right, Happy Ong-
pauco-Tiu delights in orchestrating a spread 
worthy of holiday cheer

“I like it abundant! Christmas is full of 
life and color, so it’s not a time for minimal-
ism,” declares the ebullient and enterprising 
Happy. Aside from running her Happy Con-
cept Group, which includes Pamana, Bento 
Box, Hawaiian Barbecue and World Tops, 
and My Happy Carts, Happy recently ven-
tured into private catering for small groups 
with The Catering Kitchen. She also founded 
The Boutique Bed and Breakfast in Tagaytay 
and Slim at Home, a mobile beauty service. 

“I really want it to be a visual feast and, 
as much as possible, I would like as many 
elements to be fresh.” Though she has a 
contemporary home, her look for her table 
settings and her Christmas décor are still on 
the traditional side. “The neutral colors of 
the home make it easy. The house is actually 
like a blank canvas. I want my tree to look 
like the Christmas trees in hotels, so I bought 
additional garlands and wrapped them 
around the base of the tree. My accent colors 
in my living room are the same as the orna-

ABOVE AND BELOW: Simply incorporating a pot 
of red poinsettias on the cofee table and a corner 
occasional table immediately adds to the festive 
look. RIGHT: The Christmas tree was augmented 
with additional garlands to give it fullness.
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Limoges porcelain and silver give the 
Christmas table an air of decadence 
to match the lavish spread.

special / HOLIDAY DECORATING
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ments of the tree. Then I added poinsettias 
and placed them all over the house.” 

For her table centerpieces, she added 
lots of vines and leaves. “What I like to do is 
to have a theme and then build my look on 
that theme. For this Christmas, I want to do 
a French dinner. So that’s why I did a cheese 
board. My plates are from a Limoges set that 
I found in an estate sale. My cutlery is from a 
factory that I found in Bangkok. I love buying 
things for the table and that’s why I decided 
to go into private dining, up to forty people. 
For family dinners for my husband’s family, I 
have to prepare for forty people.”

Aside from shopping when she travels, 
Happy loves to scour local sources such as 
Dapitan and trusty department stores SM, 
Landmark and Rustan’s. 

There is fine crystal and china on the 
table, but Happy’s open and outgoing 
personality keeps the atmosphere efort-
lessly informal and inviting. She says, with 
her eyes aglow and her smile sparkling, “I 
really love to feed people; it’s what makes me 
happy. And seeing their happiness magnifies 
my happiness!” 

And that, ultimately, is what makes a 
consummate hostess. Not the flowers in the 
centerpieces or the cut crystal stemware, but 
the joy that she shares and the love that she 
so freely gives. 

ABOVE: Happy Ongpauco-Tiu, 
the festive homemaker.
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gardens

Enchanting Escape, p. 96
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A closer look at the pond from 
Emily’s garden where the body 
of water functions as a pretty 
clearing amidst the growth of 
lush vegetation. OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Cement sculptures of her own 
design can be seen in some areas 
of her garden. This sculpture of 
a woman with a voluptuous body 
is one of Emily’s favorites.
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Enchanting Escape
A DOLL MAKER’S GARDEN  

IS A CHILD-LIKE PARADISE OF WHIMSY

BY RICHIE ANNE VILLACORTA 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL DEL ROSARIO
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WHO WOULD THINK that in the middle of a town in Cavite, there is 
a hidden paradise with gardens and cottages that look like they were 
built with a child’s imaginative freedom and playful abandon? “It’s like 
I’m living in a doll house,” Emily Campos, doll maker and designer be-
hind A Touch of Craft, and owner of the garden exclaimed. “It’s so cute 
to live here,” she adds, referring to her whimsical creations that are 
part of the scenery as she led us through a pathway that connects the 
cottages. Growing up with an artistic view of the world, Emily makes 
art out of the things she sees.

Emily creates art dolls, ornaments and home decor. “I just put 
anything that I want,” she shares. She showed us one of her artworks 
wherein she used a bulalo bone, carved and painted as an ornament. 
There were also animal plush décor displayed in the showroom adja-
cent to the garden, which was also designed by Emily herself.

She recalls when she was just a child, she would make diferent 
artworks with minimal equipment—needles and cloth every time she 
stayed in sick. Her mom would give her the supplies and for days, Em-
ily would create little dolls.

Garden sanctuary
The same penchant for a dreamy, childlike existence is palpable in 

the garden sanctuary that surrounds the workshop, where she makes 
her popular art dolls and objects. She took a layered approach to de-
signing her garden, where whimsy and creativity are the norm. The 
plants are the soul of this garden, where she enjoys planting flowers 
that add to the vibrant colors in her paradise. 

Co-existing with the garden plants are handmade touches that 
convey a joyful sense of freedom. Walking along the garden, for ex-
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When asked how Emily Campos 
would describe living in her little 

paradise, she answers,“It’s like 
I’m still a little girl making dolls 
and doll houses. You know, the 
balay-balay.” Aside from being 
a passionate doll maker, she is 

also a passionate gardener. 
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The owner enjoys 
having company over. 

For more intimate 
gatherings, Emily 

Campos entertains in 
a charming cabana 

closer to the cottage. 
It is outfitted with 

a crystal chandelier 
and decorated in 

beads and tassels 
of Emily’s design.
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Connecting the houses and 
the cabanas are concrete 
paths providing a trail 
for walking around the 
garden. OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Looking at the cottage, 
once the only structure 
in this vast property a 
picture-perfect view can 
be seen from the outside. 
Having no particular motif 
gives the garden and 
cottage more appeal.
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ample, a path of leaves and butterflies (the butterfly, she says, is one 
of her signature designs) rendered in mosaic and concrete guide one’s 
steps. Thick and lush with numerous tropical plants and flowers, Em-
ily surprises visitors with the occasional garden sculpture, which 
she designed, peering out of the overgrowth. Supporting the shaded 
pathways are the columns that she decorated with concrete figurines, 
remnants from her export business.

The garden brings an unperturbed and cozy air, a testament to its 
creator’s irrepressible creativity. “I have no motif here, not Mexican 
whatever, nothing,” she points out. “I just added the mosaic and the 
flowers just to give it a diferent element.” 

Listening to her describe her process makes it all sound so easy, 
but it is Emily’s unique touch that nurtured this enchanting environ-
ment. In her hands, the property has flourished. “There was nothing 
here but carabaos. Only the cottage, the stairwell and the floors were 
present,” she says, referring to the cabin behind the cabana and the 
showroom for her pieces. 

I HAVE NO MOTIF HERE,  

NOT MEXICAN WHATEVER, NOTHING.

Emily enjoys decorating houses. She has already done quite a few 
in Alabang, one in Tagaytay, as well as little cottages in Cavite, and 
more. “I’m starting to build another one in January,” she says. And true 
to her love for decorating homes, she has made her little cottage in her 
large garden a veritable doll house, with loving details put in place: a 
handmade chandelier in the dining room, her stufed angels watching 
over those who are dining. Upstairs, she has carved a quiet retreat in 
the bedroom, where a bamboo bed decorated with flounces of eyelet 
fabric holds court. A cozy seating arrangement snuggles next to a cou-
ple of bookshelves, providing the perfect place for respite. 

The ‘gold mine’
Most of the furniture and knickknacks from the whole garden 

were restored and designed by Emily herself and her group of artisans. 
From the colorful tablerunners to the relaxing bed mattress and the 
chairs, cabinets and doors, the bold and whimsical signature of Emily 
Campos is displayed. 

Concrete sculptures 
adorn columns that hold 
up the roofs above the 
pathways in this garden.
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Emily Campos bought the whole property 14 years ago with just 
a plain little cottage. Little by little, the whole place has become 
one of her little doll houses. The stairwell and the floors were 
enhanced, and the rest are designed passionately by the doll maker. 
CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Finds and art adorn the wall above a 
rustic loveseat. A small crystal chandelier hangs above an antique 
table, the polished counterpart to the armchair that was crafted 
from branches. The dining room is folksy in feel. Her creations, 
a handmade chandelier and a stufed angel adorn the space. 
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“My friends come here and ask if ‘we can look at your gold mine,’” 
she says, referring to her trove of vintage and antique furniture that she 
is fond of repurposing for the garden or any of the homes she designs. 
She entertains in the smaller cabana, reminiscent of the tea party from 
the childhood classic, Alice in Wonderland. It overlooks a captivating 
bougainvillea plant, one that bears flowers in shades of pink, purple, 
orange and red.

Further by the front of the property is another cabana, a mag-
nificent one, reminiscent of a circus tent because of its grandness and 
unusual shape. Coupled with Emily’s warm presence, its expansive 
embrace makes gatherings held here an unforgettable experience. For 
Emily, this is her choice venue for celebrations with friends and family. 
In this space, she likes to serve her visitors dishes that are especially 
made for them. 

Emily admits that the best part of her day is coming home to this 
delightful space. With the colorful sculptures, the green plants and 
the peaceful vibe, its inherent joie de vivre makes it an uplifting es-
cape from the city with a conducive atmosphere for Emily’s prolific 
creativity. –with Anna M. Rosete

Displayed in the corners of her cabanas are some of 
her artworks, making the whole place more inviting 
and a little playful. Adding whimsy are the lights 
above the dining table, which were made with colorful 
fabrics and beaded tassels. ABOVE: Emily Campos’ 
angels are displayed to provide Christmas cheer. 
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SET THE MOOD
Make your guests feel the warmth of the season with the help of scented candles. 

Infinity Candles (founded in the hills that overlook the stunning Lake Macquarie 

in New South Wales, Australia, and owned by Maite Gutierrez-Orosa) launched its 

first 10 signature fragrances in 2013. These are natural soy wax candles that are 

exquisitely scented and eco-friendly. Every candle is hand-poured into Candela 

glass metro jars and beautifully presented in its own white box. The scent that 

would be perfect for the holiday season is 19 Tyler, scented like Cinnamon Apple 

Pine. It brings back memories of a beautiful rustic kitchen and freshly baked 

apple pies sprinkled with warm cinnamon, amidst the pine scent of a freshly cut 

Christmas tree during the most wonderful time of the year. Available at Rustan’s 

Makati and Shangri-La Plaza. Distributed by Le’tabli.Inc@gmail.com

entertaining
Pretty 
Placemats
One way to instantly add style to a 
table setting is by using placemats 
decorated in fine prints. Functional 
and decorative, they can easily 
communicate the theme of your 
party. Simple everyday meals can 
appear fancy in a jify when set 
against these Spode placemats 
from Home Root. They measure 
30.5x23cm, are heat-resistant, easy-
to-clean, and feature a non-slip cork 
back. What’s even better is that they 
cost an afordable P285 each! For 
orders and inquiries, contact 0917-
886-8828, email homerootinfo@
gmail.com and check out @homeroot.
ph on Instagram

SNACKS  
FOR SHARING
Perfect for fried pica-

picas, this Fry Holder 

with Condiment Stand 

(P235) is a great snack 

companion especially 

when you’re bonding 

with your family and 

friends at home. Its 

clever design allows 

you to snack in style. 

Available at www.

oshopping.com.ph 
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entertaining 

Home-Cooked Feast, 
Ukrainian Style

BALLERINA YANA TIU LAUREL GIVES A DAZZLING 
PERFORMANCE IN THE ART OF COOKERY 

BY RAPH KIEFER / PHOTOGRAPHS BY PHILIP SISON
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IT IS SAID THAT WE SHOULD never resist 
an invitation to try something new, for it 
is the element of surprise that ultimately 
expands our minds and hearts. Whether the 
experience involves unique food, strange 
music or insight into another culture, it’s 
bound to be interesting. Such was the feeling 
for the Metro Home team when we had a ca-
sual lunch with Yana Tiu Laurel, a Ukrainian 
ballerina who calls Manila home. 

On this visit, the surprise was the home-
cooked feast that our host prepared herself. 
It turns out that Ukrainian cuisine is rather 
global and with influences from around the 
world. The humble dumpling is a perfect 
example, and it happens to be a staple food 
in Ukraine. They even have a local name for 
it, “pelmeni.” Yana goes through the tedious 
process of cooking, making each dumpling 

and the wrappers, choosing the ingredients, 
and carefully plating. 

Scrumptious and  
visually appealing

The presentation of the dishes is visu-
ally appealing; it makes one feel guilty about 
eating. For the salads she made a sunflower 
decorated with olives and potato chips, 
and a cactus made of pickled cucumbers. 
Everything on the plate is 100% edible with 
a generous serving of seafood and chicken 
under all the pretty things. Also on the table 
are stufed bell peppers, salmon roe on 
bread, assorted cold cuts, rolled chicken and 
cheese as appetizers. 

The dumplings are stufed with ground 
pork and chicken and, of course, there’s the 
Borsch, a red beet soup that often defines the 

Ukrainian ballet 
dancer Yana Tiu-Laurel 
is a self-taught home 
cook who loves to 
entertain family and 
friends. Her table 
spread boasts of 
authentic Ukrainian 
dishes she cooked on 
her own and tableware 
which she handpicked 
for the occasion.
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entertaining 

Ukrainian Sunflower Salad
Preparation Time: 30 minutes 

Serves 8

3 boiled potatoes
2 cans of tuna 

in water
1 white onion 

(medium) 
marinated in 
hot water to 
cover onion 
and 1 teaspoon 
of vinegar

3 boiled carrots
6 boiled eggs
200 g salted 

marinated 
salmon

1 capsicum
200 g crab meat
200 g Japanese 

mayonnaise
Black olives
Pringles

1.  Finely chop 

or grate all 

ingredients 

separately except 

for black olives 

and Pringles.

2.  When layering 

there should be 

a very thin layer 

of mayonnaise 

in between.

 The first layer is 

boiled potatoes.

 The second layer 

is canned tuna.

 The third layer is 

marinated onion.

 The fourth layer 

is grated carrots.

 The fifth layer 

is marinated 

salmon.

 The sixth layer 

is egg white,

 followed by 

the capsicum, 

crab meat and 

boiled egg yolk.

3.  Decorate with 

black olives in 

the center and 

Pringles on the 

side to make 

it look like a 

sunflower.

Ukrainian dining experience. Topping it all 
of are plum tea and plum cake.

Yana met her Filipino husband when she 
was performing the ballet in Taiwan. Having 
lived in the Philippines since that fateful 
meeting, she has adapted the flavors of her 
native cuisine to the Filipino palate. 

This self-taught home cook, who only 
began experimenting in the kitchen at age 
23, avoids eating out as she prefers to cook 
meals herself. Ingredients are sourced from 
the local markets except for the red beet and 
the dill for the Borsch, which has to be as 
authentically Ukrainian as possible. 

Inborn culinary talent
When asked about her influences, she 

quips, “I asked my mother why she didn’t 
teach me how to cook when I was younger, 
and she answered, ‘Because you did not 
ask.’” Experience and the Internet is her 

school and, although she did take up a short 
course in Japanese cuisine, her culinary tal-
ent is inborn. 

Having performed the ballet around the 
world at the highest level is an incredible 
accomplishment, and the acquired discipline 
radiates throughout the photoshoot. In the 
midst of the shoot she grabs a flower from a 
vase, pulls out the petals and throws them in 
front of her for the next take. Yana poses like 
a professional, knows her angles very well 
and the results speak for themselves. 

Since moving here, Yana has treated 
only small groups of family and friends to 
her home and her home-cooked cuisine. 
The Metro Home team is part of that lucky 
select group. But with dreams of opening 
up her own deli someday, there is still hope 
that the rest of Manila will get to try the 
alluring taste of Ukrainian gastronomy and 
warm hospitality. 

Ukrainian finger food such as an 
assortment of fish, salmon and herring, 
served with pumpernickel bread. Her 
sunflower salad brightens the spread.
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500 g ground beef
500 g ground pork
1 onion
2 cloves of garlic
50 g of cilantro
 Dough:
600 g of flour
2 tablespoons olive oil
Warm boiled water
1 egg
1 teaspoon salt

Dough Preparation 
1.  Sift the flour with 

salt onto a smooth 

clean surface. 

2.  Start adding liquid 

ingredients into 

the pile of flour in 

small amounts.

3.  As dough gets moist, 

keep kneading 

vigorously. The dough 

might seem soggy 

in the beginning but 

after kneading it for 

about a minute, the 

moisture evaporates. 

4.  Keep adding the 

liquid until the dough 

becomes balanced. 

It should be soft 

enough to manage, but 

resilient to the touch, 

and very stretchy. 

5.  Roll the dough into 

a ball, wrap in plastic 

wrap and place in the 

refrigerator for about 

30-40 minutes.

Preparation of filling
Load all the ingredients 

into a good food 

processor with a meat-

cutting blade, and ground 

them evenly, but not too 

finely. Add seasoning.

Assembly of dumpling
1.  Roll out large portions 

of dough and cut the 

circles out. You can 

use a glass tumbler 

as your template or 

roll out the pieces of 

dough separately. 

2.  The dough should 

be very thin, 

approximately 1/32 

of an inch, and 

look translucent. 

3.  Put tablespoons of 

filling onto the middle 

of each circle and 

sealing it tightly.

4.  Fold the circle over in 

half, squeeze the edges 

together all the way 

around, and gradually 

pinch the edge down 

as you would on 

a pie crust, until it 

looks like a braid. 

5.  To make the process 

go faster, you can use 

a pelmeni mold. When 

you are wrapping, 

please make sure 

there are no holes in 

the dough. If there are 

holes, the meat tends to 

be hard after cooking. 

6.  As you are making 

the pelmeni, put them 

onto a flour-dusted 

plate, and keep dusting 

between layers, so they 

dont stick together.

Pelmeni Russian Dumplings 
Preparation Time: 2 hours 

Serves 8

Cooking the pelmeni
1.  Bring a large pot of 

salted water or broth 

(for better flavor) 

to a boil, and put 

dumplings inside. They 

will be ready when 

they float to the top. 

2.  Take the pelmeni out 

with a strainer, and 

serve hot, drizzled 

in butter, with 

lemon juice, vinegar 

and sour cream in 

separate dishes. 

3.  Optional small 

salad can be added 

by using coarsely 

chopped tomatoes 

and cucumbers in sour 

cream to add some 

refreshing color and 

a burst of vitamins. 

LEFT: Rolled chicken. 
RIGHT: Pelmeni 
Russian dumplings 
add to the feast. 
The dumplings are 
served with lemon 
and sour cream.
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entertaining / ETIQUETTE

CAT: Here it’s November and I 
haven’t mailed my Christmas 
cards. I’m beginning to think it 
would be more practical to send 
e-cards instead.

MS DEMEANOUR: True, you 
can send e-cards in one click, 
but there’s nothing like holding 
a real Christmas card in your 
hands, smelling the stationery, 
feeling the texture, and then dis-
playing it in your holiday corner 
at home. Bottom line: it shows 
you gave time and efort to send 
a real card. 

CAT: Advice taken. While we’re 
on the subject, what holiday 
greeting do I write to business 
associates whose religion I am 
not sure of? 

MS DEMEANOUR: Stick to a 
“Season’s Greetings” or “Happy 
Holidays.” Also, you can give a 
diferent set of cards for family 
and close friends, and another 
that is appropriate for co-work-
ers or business associates. 

Season’s 
Greetings
ATTENTION TO DETAIL  
AND TACT ARE REQUIRED 
ILLUSTRATION BY ARLENE SY

CAT: I was going to do that. 

MS DEMEANOUR: In any case, 
do hand-write a short note. 
Something generic would be: 
“Wishing you a joyous holiday 
season and a New Year filled 
with Peace and Happiness.” For 
people dear to you, this quote 
from Emily Matthews would 
be appropriate: “From home 
to home, and heart to heart, 
from one place to another. The 
warmth and joy of Christmas, 
brings us closer to each other.” 

CAT: How lovely, that quote, 
especially for those who can’t be 
with us on Christmas. 

Gentle 
Reminders

1 If you write an end-of-the-

year newsletter, make sure the 

tone is friendly and chatty, 

and not boastful or snooty.

2 People may not say it, but 

mostly everyone does love 

receiving a Christmas card. It 

is an old-fashioned custom 

that still warms the heart 

and makes this time of year 

truly special and treasured.

3 If you have older children 

who may find the whole idea 

of a family card tedious or 

taxing, make them in charge 

of the creative concept or the 

editing or photography, so 

that they will have a sense of 

ownership and responsibility 

about this family tradition.
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nesting

In Poblacion, Makati, heritage advocate Juan Ramos 
restored a 1930s home. Its new incarnation proudly 

stands as a bed and breakfast called La Casita Mercedes.
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The  
Filipino  
Revival
RESTORATION 

OF LOCAL 

ARCHITECTURE 

REMINISCENT OF 

GENTLER TIMES 

REINFORCES 

OUR IDENTITY 

AS A PEOPLE

BY MARIEL ABANES
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAR CONCENGCO
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One look at the living room already speaks 
volumes about the owner’s passion for Filipino 
design. Ambassador chairs are set against 
a background of bead board and callado 
wood, reminiscent of old Filipino homes. 
RIGHT: The main building’s staircase was 
reoriented as the owner Juan Ramos revised 
the plan and height of the ground level.
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MERCEDES IS A NAME most common during the pre-war era. This 
name has become a representation of a lady from the past who em-
bodies the true Filipina: a woman of beauty, grace, substance and 
sensibilities; a woman who was exposed and has traveled to places 
but was not distorted by extreme wealth; a woman with deep, nation-
alistic, progressive thinking, who thought about bigger things than 
just herself. Fast forward to present times, when a new Mercedes is 
born. She’s nesting at the heart of a busy city, standing tall with her 
head up high, a standout amongst the locale in the area. Just like the 
Mercedes in the decades past, she is the epitome of Filipina class. 
Meet La Casita Mercedes, a charming bed and breakfast in Makati, 
not far from Rockwell.

Just when many heritage strucutres have shamefully fallen on 
the hands of developers who have chosen to tear them down, Jon Ra-
mos restores this three-story home. He dressed it in white paint and 
accessorized with native Filipino plants, like kamuning and anahaw, 
among others, nicely assembled outside. Just one look will bring you 
back in history, from its windows reminiscent of the old Maria Clara 
days to its folksy wooden walls like those houses in far-flung provinc-
es. A touch of modernity is visible here and there, but the owner of La 
Casita Mercedes, Juan Ramos, known to many as Jon, made sure that 
people will see the local elements inside and outside, a good mix likely 
of the ilustrados of the past. His Mercedes is a balance; she adapts to 
the current times, but never overlooks her origin.

The Beginning of its Transformation
This home’s story is one which many hope would be the tale of 

numerous other old structures in the country. One day in 2011, Jon Ra-
mos was walking along Poblacion when he saw an ancestral house that 
over time had become almost uninhabitable. From that moment on, he 
felt an inclination toward the structure. Five families were sharing the 
house; the walls of this shelter were starting to fall apart. It was clearly 
in bad shape and would not be considered as safely or comfortably liv-
able. In 2013, Jon’s agent told him that a property was for sale. Jon was 

VOL. 12 NO. 6 | METRO HOME & ENTERTAINING  119



abroad at the time but when he saw the pictures, it was the same house 
he had been eyeing two years prior. He decided then to take over its 
transformation.

“It’s nothing like what it is now. We tore down the house and re-
built it,” he says. He was determined to use salvageable materials from 
the original edifice and from other dismantled houses, and appended 
local resources as much as possible to be sustainable. During the res-
toration and reconstruction process, he paid great attention to the 
house’s reaction to the climate and adjusted things to make it comfort-
able with or without technology. 

The house shows us how some older things are actually better, 
during a gentler time in our history when technology did not rule and 
dominate our lives. After two and a half years, La Casita Mercedes, as 
we know it now, stands.

Having traveled the world most of his life, Jon Ramos has gone to 
many places. He has lived in various places overseas− California, Van-
couver and Boston. The more he traveled outside the Philippines, the 
more saw the need to promote the Filipino. 

Part of his mission, Jon says, is to showcase Filipino heritage. He 
believes that incorporating even the littlest Filipino elements go far in 
inspiring people to remember our roots. Thus, his vision became La 
Casita Mercedes’ foundation.

Inspiration and Details
Step inside the place and muse on its delicate, refined interiors. 

It is contemporary and colonial Filipino at the same time. Details like 

The annex building 
can stand as a house 
on its own. On days 
Jon needs some 
time alone, he can 
easily slide the door 
closed, leaving him 
with the dining and 
kitchen area on 
the first floor, and 
his own chambers 
upstairs. The dining 
area is designed 
with diferent 
scrap materials, 
including an old 
mirror. BELOW: The 
kitchen is built using 
Romblon marble and 
old wood original 
to the home.
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the choice of furniture and construction materials will tell you 
that this, indeed, is reflective of a Filipino house. It is in tune 
to its central theme, our culture, but still in line with interna-
tional standards.

Simple but captivating, this B&B will charm you in an 
instant. The ambiance is comforting, like visiting grandma’s 
house in a distant province. It is cool and refreshing, and it is 
as if you are transported to a whole new place nowhere near 
its actual setting. At the back of the establishment resides a 
light and ventilation well, which is very essential to letting 
natural air in. It also serves as an al fresco dining spot for 
guests who need a breath of fresh air whilst in the middle of a 
hot and busy district. Frames of paintings hang on the walls; 
one large piece in the receiving room presents old Manila. 
Wooden fixtures are dominant, harkening back toward the 
memories of the early years. 

“A lot of people like the place because they are reminded of 
their childhood,” says Jon. “Actually, everyone who has stayed 
here told me they appreciate the architecture, the heritage, the 
thought and the work that went into it.” 

The place is divided into two—the main building and 
its annex, separated through a sliding wooden door, which 
explains the two staircases leading to diferent parts of the 
building. Walk through the spacious area; go past the receiv-
ing room and a thoughtful recreation of the dining room and 
kitchen is an indication of attention to every detail put into 

LEFT: From the main building, you can easily take 
a sneak peek behind the scenes where the staf 
prepares meals. BELOW: Feel the sun and air 
while sipping a cup of cofee near the light and 
ventilation well, located behind the main building 
staircase. BOTTOM: A quiet corridor leading to the 
bedrooms is painted in white. On the walls are a 
tasteful display of framed black and white prints.
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This is the spot where Jon 
lounges to work. Its walls 
are lined with carefully 
selected pieces of art 
that show Filipino motifs, 
from botanical prints to 
streetscapes. ABOVE 
RIGHT: A repurposed 
Soumak rug guides you 
up to the second and 
third floors. ABOVE 
LEFT: Jon retained 
the original switch 
finishes of the home.
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it, first of the many parts of several other notable features of La Ca-
sita Mercedes. For one, the dining area has an old mirror that adds 
an old-fashioned feel. Even kitchen cabinets were recycled from old 
windows, all crafted by the mastermind.

The Resurgence of Homegrown
“I think it’s important to have visually iconic things that tell 

people [this is] Filipino, those are things that have to be used,” he 
continues. He is so passionate in promoting sariling atin, citing that if 
there is a movement we need to start, it’s called Filipino Revival—up-
holding and sustaining Filipino values, Filipino architecture, Filipino 

aesthetics, Filipino artistry and design, Filipino in all aspects.
“Think of this: we hardly have anything left. Look at the build-

ings, it’s so generic. Everything is generic. It’s plain architecture 
with no distinction. Architecture won’t solve all the problems in the 
country, but it should be used as a means to address the issues of the 
nation. The vision and the way we live is afected by our built-in en-
vironment.” 

One way of sending this message to the people, for Jon, is 
through La Casita Mercedes. Even a single architectural Filipino 
feature, he says, will do wonders in rebuilding our brand. Yes, we 
are a country that absorbs a lot of foreign influences, especially the 

WE NEED TO DEFINE WHAT IS FILIPINO BECAUSE  

IT IS PART OF OUR FUTURE RENAISSANCE 

One of the rooms of La 
Casita Mercedes: airy, 

spacious and traditional 
but with modern 

amenities such as air-
conditioning and WiFi.
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You can opt for a twin-
bedroom (BOTTOM 

RIGHT) or the master 
bedroom. Capiz was 

used as windows to give 
the space authentic 

Filipino flavor. BELOW: 
En suite bathrooms are 
available in each room. 
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advanced, state-of-the-art conveniences we are currently enjoying. 
But as Jon puts it, we need to push for Filipino because we can’t just 
mindlessly keep building things from other countries that have no 
significance to us.

“I started with this. I keep telling people, that we need to push for 
what is Filipino. We need to define what is Filipino because it is part of 
our future renaissance. If we promote Filipino, believe me, the Philip-
pines will be a lot more interesting. And we will get a lot more tourists 
and we will feel a lot better about ourselves because there’s something 
of our own that we can be proud of.”

People can join in the Filipino Revival by integrating the most 
common bits and pieces of Filipino architectural elements. He advises, 
“Visually, if you incorporate capiz, it’s already a signal to people that 
this is a Filipino house. Although you can’t always put capiz in every 
application, you can use it where you can. Another thing, a narra finish 
helps. When you use things like Bulacan or Romblon marble or other 
local materials, naturally it’s a lot easier to represent what is local.” 

And so La Casita Mercedes stands as a reminder of a better time 
in our history. Jon imparts that one way of uplifting the country is by 
making people feel good about themselves. By looking back and stay-
ing true to our core, we contribute to nation-building. Filipino Revival 
is alive like a hatchling that takes its time to grow and spread its wings, 
and then begins to stir from the confines of its place. 

ABOVE: Jon’s oice where he attends to his guests is a well-
lit room where flowers are decked in Machuca tiles. BELOW: 
The owner of La Casita Mercedes, Jon Ramos, considers this 
B&B the start of his advocacy: the Filipino Revival. Although 

he’s not an architect, he says that being attentive to each and 
every detail in the construction of your home, and incorporating 

Filipino elements will contribute to nation-builiding. 
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“ARCHITECTURE 

WON’T SOLVE ALL 

THE PROBLEMS 

IN THE COUNTRY, 

BUT IT SHOULD BE 

USED AS A MEANS 

TO ADDRESS THE 

ISSUES OF THE 

NATION.” 

—JON RAMOS, 

HERITAGE 

ADVOCATE
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