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I think of myself as basically 

educated in history, until you 

print such articles as “Tears 

of Chios” [by Anthony Brandt, 

May 2016] or “Enemy of My 

Enemy” [by Rafe McGregor, 

May 2016] or “The Man and 

the Legend” [by Laura H. 

Lacey, March 2016]. Great 

stories, always well written. 

Military history is not just 

Eisenhower or Grant or Na-

poléon but little-known char-

acters with smaller pieces of 

the big picture. Thank you. 

David Hill

PALM HARBOR, FLA.

Who’s Who 
at Nájera?
[Re: “Contesting Castile,” by 

Douglas Sterling, May 2016:] 

The caption on P. 41 incor-

rectly places Henry’s Franco- 

Castilian force on the left 

of the illustration and Ed- 

ward, Prince of Wales’ Anglo- 

Gascon army on the right. A 

banner reading ENGLE[TERRE] 

is on the left, and one with 

CASTILE is on the right. And 

in the foreground of the illus-

tration one sees longbowmen 

on the left and slingers on the 

right. So those are Edward 

and his Englishmen on the 

left, Henry and his Castilians 

on the right—a minor point in 

an otherwise excellent piece.

Please keep up the good 

work in producing your qual-

ity periodical. I remain a long-

time supporter of studying 

history as part of general pro-

fessional education, as well 

as for seeking lessons appli-

cable to today’s conflicts.

Colonel Sean Salene

Marine Aircraft Group 29

MCAS New River

JACKSONVILLE, N.C.

Editor responds: You’re correct, 

Colonel Salene. Our source 

scrambled its identification of 

the forces, and to our chagrin 

we repeated the error. Thank 

you for catching it.

Hannibal
[Re: “Why Hannibal Lost,” 

by Richard A. Gabriel, May 

2016:] Gabriel agrees Hanni-

bal was a brilliant tactician 

but contends he didn’t under-

stand strategy. I disagree.

Many writers have critiqued 

Hannibal’s unwillingness to 

besiege and capture Rome. 

But Rome was a huge city, 

and Hannibal never had even 

50,000 men in his army. Han-

nibal knew that his real ad-

vantage was on tactical battle-

fields with space to maneuver, 

where he could defeat, even 

destroy, any Roman army, as 

he did three times in succes-

sion. Tying down his army in 

siege lines would forfeit that 

advantage and give Rome time 

to raise new armies and attack 

him in a fixed position. 

Hannibal recognized Ro- 

man strength lay not just in 

the capital but in the alliances 

it had developed throughout 

Italy. The only chance of vic-

tory was if Carthage could 

break such alliances, and that 

was the strategy Hannibal 

attempted to achieve. That 

he failed doesn’t mean the 

strategy was wrong.

John C. Wilson

SEATTLE, WASH.

Richard Gabriel responds: At 

the Army War College we were 

taught that strategy consisted 

of three critical elements: ends, 

ways and means. In Hannibal’s 

strategy the ends were to force 

the Romans to negotiate a set-

tlement that returned key areas 

(Sicily, Corsica, Sardinia and 

Spain) to Carthage; the ways 

were an invasion of Italy; and 

the means were to defeat the 

Romans on the battlefield, forc-

ing them to negotiate. The war 

was to end in a political settle-

ment, not Rome’s destruction. 

The first failure was Hanni-

bal’s Hellenic conception of the 

Romans. The Romans were not 

Hellenes, and it never occurred 

to Hannibal that Rome would 

never capitulate. It was only 

after Cannae that Hannibal hit 

upon the alternate, and no less 

unrealistic, strategy to form a 

coalition of southern Italian 

states against Rome. This, too, 

failed. Behind it all was Hanni-

bal’s failure to correctly gauge 

the culture of his adversary.

Had Hannibal possessed a 

larger strategic vision, one that 

saw his events in Italy as part 

of the larger Carthaginian stra-

tegic campaign, he might have 

known that even a half-hearted 

attack on Rome would have 

forced the Romans to with-

draw some of their legions from 

Sicily, Corsica and Sardinia, 

weakening their defenses and 

exposing these areas to inva-

sion and attack. For Hannibal, 

however, his war in Italy was 

the only war. 
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This spring French and U.S. officials marked 

the centennial of the Lafayette Escadrille—

the squadron of 38 American volunteer 

pilots who flew for France a year before the 

United States entered World War I—with a 

ceremony at the Lafayette Escadrille Memo-

rial [lafayetteescadrille.org/en] in Marnes-

la-Couquette, south of Paris. The squad-

ron was part of the Lafayette Flying Corps, 

for which 269 American pilots flew, and 

was an early step toward formation of what 

eventually became the U.S. Air Force.

Named after Gilbert du Motier, Marquis 

de Lafayette, a leading figure of the American 

and French revolutions, the Lafayette Esca- 

drille was conceived as a means of prompting 

the United States to abandon its neutral stance 

and enter the war. Authorized by the French 

Air Department on March 21, 1916, the squad-

ron deployed on April 20 and entered combat 

over Verdun in mid-May. French officers led 

the unit, which used French uniforms, aircraft 

and mechanics. Its insignia, however, was a 

warbonnet-clad American Indian chief. Over 

nearly two years of combat, the unit tallied 40 

confirmed enemy kills, while losing 11 of its 

men. After its disbandment on Feb. 18, 1918, 

a dozen of its fliers transferred into the U.S. 

Air Service’s fledgling 103rd Aero Squadron.

Among those at the remembrance cere-

mony were descendants of Lafayette Escadrille 

pilots, as well as former Tuskegee Airmen 

Eugene Richardson and Theodore Lump-

kin, who were there to honor Eugene Bullard 

(aka the “Black Swallow of Death”), who flew 

with the Lafayette Flying Corps as the first 

black American military aviator, ultimately 

earning the Légion d’honneur, France’s highest 

military decoration. Event organizers arranged 

for three flyovers, using both World War I–era 

and modern-day aircraft that trace their unit 

lineage back to the Lafayette Escadrille.

Biologists Track 
Hannibal’s Route
An international team of micro- 

biologists has positively identified 

the Col de la Traversette pass on 

the French-Italian border as the 

path taken through the Alps by 

Carthaginian commander Hanni- 

bal en route to invading Italy  

in 218 BC. The evidence? Poop.  

Researchers note that the 30,000-

strong Carthaginian army, its  

37 war elephants and more than 

15,000 horses and mules left 

behind traces of a “mass animal 

deposition” dating precisely to  

the time of invasion.

Pentagon Snubs 
Gulf War Vets
The National Desert Storm War  

Memorial Association [ndswm.org] 

and other veterans’ groups are up in 

arms over the Pentagon’s decision 

not to commemorate the 25th anni-

versary of Operation Desert Storm, 

the combat phase of the 1990–91 

Gulf War. While U.S. defense officials 

left event planning to the individual 

service branches, the U.K. Ministry 

of Defense and Canadian Armed 

Forces each sponsored ceremonies 

to honor coalition veterans.

FRANCE COMMEMORATES
WWI LAFAYETTE ESCADRILLE
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News By Brendan Manley

‘This monument, this patch of foreign sky, belongs to a  
handful of Americans who flew for France and died for France’
—Lafayette Escadrille (1958 film)

The centennial featured flyovers of 
wartime and modern-day planes.
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Film to Depict 
Bunker Hill
Actor-producers Ben Affleck and 

Matt Damon (pictured) are working 

with Warner Bros. on a film adapta-

tion of Nathaniel Philbrick’s award- 

winning 2013 book Bunker Hill,  

portraying the iconic June 17, 1775, 

Revolutionary War battle in Boston. 

Affleck will direct and Damon will 

co-produce, while Aaron Stockard 

(Gone Baby Gone and The Town)  

is writing the screenplay. Damon 

will also reportedly play the lead  

as Patriot hero Dr. Joseph Warren, 

who (spoiler alert) died on the hill.

London Opens 
Churchill Bunker
Transportation officials have re-

opened to the public London’s 

long-disused Down Street tube  

station, which served as a bunker 

for British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill and his war cabinet dur- 

ing the 1940–41 Blitz. The London 

Transport Museum [ltmuseum.co. 

uk] offers “Hidden London” tours  

of the 1907 station and its warren  

of tunnels, as well as a deep-level 

wartime bomb shelter beneath  

the Clapham South tube station.

Researchers at Yale Uni-

versity [yale.edu] posit 

English King Henry VIII 

(see P. 22) suffered mul-

tiple traumatic brain 

injuries (TBIs)—partic-

ularly jousting-related 

blows—that may ex-

plain his health issues 

and erratic behavior in 

later years. According 

to a paper published 

in a recent issue of the 

Journal of Clinical Neu-

roscience [jocn-journal.

com], such a diagno-

sis is consistent with 

the headaches, failing 

memory, insomnia, im-

pulsiveness, volatile 

anger and possible impotence that plagued Henry until his 

death at age 55 in 1547. During one 1524 joust an opponent 

dehorsed Henry with a direct lance blow to the king’s helmet. 

In a far more severe jousting accident in 1536 a horse fell atop 

the king, rendering him unconscious for two hours. He never 

jousted again, but the damage was done.

Archaeologists with the British- 

Jordanian Great Arab Revolt Proj-

ect [jordan1914-18archaeology.

org] have unearthed a .45 ACP 

slug believed to have been fired 

by British intelligence officer 

T.E. Lawrence (aka “Lawrence of 

Arabia”) during the 1917 Hallat 

Ammar train ambush—a raid 

chronicled in Lawrence’s 1922 

memoir Seven Pillars of Wisdom 

and depicted in the 1962 epic 

film Lawrence of Arabia. Recov-

ered from the ambush site on 

the Jordan–Saudi Arabia border, 

the bullet is consistent with 

Lawrence’s personal Colt M1911 

semiautomatic pistol, a gun used 

neither by his Bedouin allies nor 

their Ottoman adversaries.

SPENT BULLET BACKS
LAWRENCE ACCOUNTS

WAR 
RECORD
Aug. 14, 1945
Future Tonight Show host 

Johnny Carson, one of 

many celebrities who 

served in uniform (see  

P. 40), reports for duty  

as ensign on the battle- 

ship USS Pennsylvania.  

One of his first duties is  

to supervise the removal  

of 20 sailors’ bodies from 

the ship, which had been 

torpedoed two days before.

Aug. 16, 1513
During the ongoing Italian 

wars English and Imperial 

troops under Henry VIII 

(see P. 22) and Maximilian I 

rout French cavalry in Gui- 

negate, France. Mocking 

the haste of the retreat,  

the victors dub the clash 

the Battle of the Spurs.

Aug. 19, 1913
British soldier and writer 

Peter Kemp (see P. 54)  

is born in Bombay, India.  

As an adult he eschews a 

law career to fight in the 

Spanish Civil War and World 

War II before becoming a 

war correspondent.

Sept. 28, 1651
Three months after Polish-

Lithuanian Commonwealth 

forces defeat Ukrainian 

Cossack rebels at the 

Battle of Berestechko 

(see P. 62), the opposing 

parties sign the Treaty of 

Bila Tserkva.

Sept. 30, 1956
Amid the intensifying  

fight for the city of Algiers 

during the Algerian War 

(see P. 30) three female 

terrorists from the Na- 

tional Liberation Front  

bomb civilian targets in  

the capital city. The blasts  

kill three and injure 50.C
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An international team of archaeologists, 

scientists and other experts has confirmed 

that a shipwreck discovered off Oman was 

part of Portuguese Admiral Vasco da Gama’s 

1502–03 punitive armada to India. The re-

searchers analyzed some 2,800 artifacts from 

the Age of Discovery carrack, pinpointed in 

1998 by British deep-sea shipwreck recovery 

firm Blue Water Recoveries [bluewater.uk.

com] and surveyed and excavated between 

2013 and 2015 in conjunction with Oman’s 

Ministry of Heritage & Culture [mhc.gov.

om]. Project leaders announced their dis-

covery in the March International Journal of 

Nautical Archaeology [nauticalarchaeology 

society.org].

Lying inshore off the island of Al Halla- 

niyah, the wreck is likely Esmeralda, com-

manded by da Gama’s uncle Vicente Sodré. 

Having defeated a fleet of privateers off 

the southwest coast of India, da Gama had 

sailed for home, leaving Sodré to patrol the 

Indian coast with six ships. But Vicente and 

brother Brás Sodré instead sailed west to 

raid merchant vessels in the Arabian Sea. 

The brothers paid for their impulsivity, as 

both of their ships sank in a violent storm 

in April 1503. Vicente Sodré and his entire 

crew went down with Esmeralda.

The wreck was loaded with arms and 

ordnance, speaking to the military nature 

of the voyage. Signature finds included 

gold coins (cruzados) minted in Lisbon 

between 1495 and 1501, an inscribed ship’s 

bell dating from 1498, stone cannonballs 

carved with the initials VS (presumably 

for Vicente Sodré), and a copper-alloy disc 

marked with both the Portuguese royal 

coat of arms and the personal emblem of 

King Manuel I, who sent the armada. Per-

haps the most exciting and definitive find 

is a silver indio, a coin Manuel had minted 

in 1499—two years after da Gama’s first 

visit to the region—specifically for trade 

with India. Only one other known example 

of the coin survives.

RESEARCHERS REVEAL
VASCO DA GAMA WRECK

Divers Recover  
I-400 Sub Bell
Using manned submersibles,  

researchers with the Hawaii Under-

sea Research Laboratory [soest.

hawaii.edu/HURL] have recovered 

the bronze ship’s bell from the 

wreck of I-400, the 400-foot Japa-

nese Sen Toku–class submarine 

captured by the U.S. Navy at the 

close of World War II and scuttled  

in 1946 off the coast of Oahu. After 

a yearlong stabilization process, 

the bell will go on display along- 

side other I-400 artifacts at the 

USS Bowfin Submarine Museum 

[bowfin.org] in Honolulu.

Coronado to  
Honor UDTs

Coronado, 

Calif., will 

honor the 

World War II–

era Under- 

water Demo-

lition Teams 

(UDTs)— 

precursors  

of the U.S. 

Navy SEALs 

—with a 

bronze statue 

in Glorietta 

Bay Park. 

Coronado 

Island is  

the West 

Coast train-

ing home of 

the SEALs and other special ops 

teams. The 6-foot-tall J. Seward 

Johnson II sculpture, Naked Warrior 

—depicting a frogman in shorts 

with mask and fins—is a gift from 

the National Navy UDT-SEAL Mu- 

seum [navysealmuseum.org] in 

Fort Pierce, Fla. C
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News

‘Keep the said peace as long as they keep it’
—Vasco da Gama

Gold cruzados 
(left) and other 
period artifacts 
point to the 
Spanish admiral 
and explorer.
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While the surviving section  

of Henry VIII’s 1510 carrack 

Mary Rose [maryrose.org]  

is among the more impres-

sive warship restorations 

(see P. 18), it is far from the 

only one. Other notable 

museum ships include:

HMS Victory
The world’s oldest com- 

missioned warship, Victory 

[hms-victory.com] was 

launched in 1765 and immor-

talized in 1805 as Admiral 

Lord Horatio Nelson’s flag-

ship at the Battle of Trafalgar. 

Part of the National Museum 

of the Royal Navy [nmrn.org.

uk], the ship is undergoing 

extensive repairs.

Vasa
The Swedish warship  

sank in Stockholm harbor  

on Aug. 10, 1628, during  

its maiden voyage and  

was raised largely intact in  

1961. Since 1988 it has been 

the centerpiece of Stock-

holm’s popular Vasa Mu- 

seum [vasamuseet.se/en].

H.L. Hunley
The first submarine to sink  

a warship, the Confederate 

Hunley hit the sloop-of-war 

USS Housatonic with a spar 

torpedo off Charleston, S.C., 

on Feb. 17, 1864, then sank 

with all eight crewmen. 

Raised in 2000, it is on dis-

play at North Charleston’s 

Warren Lasch Conservation 

Center [hunley.org].

USS Constitution
Named by George Washing-

ton, launched in 1797 and  

still commissioned, Consti- 

tution [ussconstitution 

museum.org] is one of the 

U.S. Navy’s oldest surviving 

ships. It is undergoing resto-

ration at Charlestown Navy 

Yard in Boston.

Austria May Seize 
Hitler Birthplace
The Austrian government is  

seeking to wrest ownership of  

the house in Braunau am Inn  

[tourismus-braunau.at/en] where 

Nazi Führer Adolf Hitler was born 

on April 20, 1889, citing concerns 

over its potential use as a shrine 

and rallying point for European 

neo-Nazis. The government has 

leased the house since 1972, but  

to keep it from being sold to less- 

scrupulous buyers, the interior 

ministry is drafting legislation  

to seize the property and com- 

pensate the owner.

Torpedo Linked  
to HMS Royal Oak

British navy bomb disposal experts 

have detonated a 22-foot World 

War II–era torpedo recently found 

at Scapa Flow in Orkney. It is be-

lieved to have been one of seven 

fired by the German sub U-47 at 

the British battleship Royal Oak 

[hmsroyaloak.co.uk] on Oct. 14, 

1939. Three torpedoes hit Royal 

Oak, sinking it with the loss of  

833 sailors, including more than 

100 boy seamen under age 18.  

The Orkney Islands Council plans 

to display pieces of the torpedo.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration [noaa.

gov] and U.S. Navy [navy.mil] have confirmed the identity of 

a shipwreck lying off the San Francisco coast as the 170-foot 

oceangoing tugboat USS Conestoga, which disappeared in 1921 

with 56 crewmen aboard. NOAA mapped the wreck during a 

2009 hydrographic survey of the Greater Farallones National 

Marine Sanctuary [farallones.noaa.gov] and explored it in Octo-

ber 2015 using remotely operated vehicles. Weather records 

and the location and orientation of Conestoga suggest it capsized 

in rough seas while attempting to reach a protected cove 3 miles 

distant on Southeast Farallon Island.

The U.K.-based People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals [pdsa.

org.uk] has awarded its Dickin Medal for war animal gallantry 

to Lucca, a 12-year-old female U.S. Marine Corps German 

shepherd/Belgian Malinois mix. Lucca completed some 400 

detection missions in Iraq and 

Afghanistan before losing a leg 

and suffering severe chest burns 

in March 2012 from a roadside 

bomb explosion in Afghani-

stan’s Helmand Province. Since 

retired, she lives California 

with her first handler, Gunnery 

Sgt. Christopher Willingham, 

who accepted the award in 

London. Lucca is the 67th war 

animal to receive the Dickin 

since its 1943 introduction.

DICKIN MEDAL 
FOR MARINE DOG

MUSEUM 
SHIPS

NOAA/NAVY ID MISSING 
WORLD WAR I TUGBOAT
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resnes. In 1923 Pershing’s desires came 

true with the creation of the American 

Battle Monuments Commission. 

How did the commission evolve?

After World War II General George 

C. Marshall, the wartime Army chief 

of staff, took over as ABMC’s chairman. 

Under his guidance the organization 

set out on a 15-year journey to create 

World War II cemeteries. The ABMC 

collated and identified many of the 

bodies, designed the cemeteries and 

commissioned the works of civic art 

to create this powerful sense of awe 

and respect the visitor experiences.

Can you describe some  

of the sites?

We have cemeteries in 14 nations and 

markers in 19. The markers memorialize 

such places as the Japanese-run prisoner 

of war camp at Cabanatuan in the Phil-

Georgia state government, he was ap-
pointed administrator of the U.S. Vet- 
erans Administration under President 
Jimmy Carter and later represented his 

home state in the U.S. Senate. Cleland 
continues the legacy of the ABMC through 
education and recognition of those who 

gave their lives in service to the nation.

What spurred creation  

of the ABMC? 

Initially, the ABMC was an extension 

of the U.S. Army’s Graves Registration 

Service. After World War I families were 

given a choice: Their deceased loved 

ones could be brought home or interred 

where they fell. General John J. Persh-

ing, commander of the American Expe-

ditionary Forces, began to see the need 

for order and honor in terms of interring 

our fallen. The Graves Registration Ser-

vice was set up outside of Paris, and that 

is where we have our first cemetery, Su- 

Created by Congress in 1923, the Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commission 

[abmc.gov] was established to design, 
construct, operate and maintain ceme- 
teries and monuments worldwide to  

commemorate the service and sacrifice  

of U.S. armed forces. The ABMC cur-
rently operates 25 permanent overseas 
American military cemeteries and 27  

memorials, monuments and markers.  

In 2009 President Barack Obama tapped 
Joseph Maxwell “Max” Cleland, himself  
a decorated veteran, to be secretary of the 

commission. Born and raised in Georgia, 

Cleland served in the U.S. Army during 
the Vietnam War, rising to captain and 

receiving the Silver Star and Bronze Star 
for valor in combat. When he was 25, a 

hand grenade accidentally dropped by  

a fellow soldier exploded at Cleland’s feet, 
inflicting injuries that forced the amputa-

tion of Cleland’s right forearm and both 
legs above the knee. After serving in the 

The ABMC operates 25 overseas U.S. 
cemeteries, including the Normandy 
American Cemetery, overlooking the 
D-Day landing beaches in France. 

Interview Max Cleland

American Monuments
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Philippines. When the United States 

withdrew from its Philippine bases in 

the early 1990s, the Clark cemetery was 

left behind. It dates to about 1900 and 

is the final resting place of Spanish- 

American War veterans, military family 

members and others. Congress deter-

mined the ABMC should take responsi-

bility for restoring the cemetery, whose 

headstones were covered with mate-

rial from the 1991 eruption of nearby 

Mount Pinatubo volcano.

What are ABMC’s  

greatest challenges?

The possibility of further terrorist at-

tacks in Western Europe is a concern. 

We have three cemeteries in Belgium, 

and when that nation went on alert after 

the terror attacks in Brussels, our ceme-

teries were put on alert. About 40 per-

cent of all of our cemeteries are within 

driving distance of Paris, which, of 

course, was also was the scene of a large 

terror attack. Who would have ever 

thought an American cemetery abroad 

would be a target for terrorists?

But we have to consider the possi-

bility in order to protect our cemeteries. 

Congress realizes we are under threat 

to a certain extent in Western Europe 

and has authorized us additional funds 

for security measures. We are also in 

frequent communication with the secu-

rity and intelligence services in West-

ern Europe. We are on an emergency 

forward planning effort, to protect our 

people first and our property second.

What does ABMC mean  

to you personally?

It is a continuation for me of being able 

to say that this country’s freedom and 

independence do not come cheap—they 

were bought with a price. When we put 

together the Vietnam battle maps in the 

Punchbowl Cemetery, I asked for an 

inscription to be added, from the poet 

Archibald MacLeish: “We leave you 

our deaths. Give them their meaning.” 

That’s what it means to me. 

My job is to continue to tell the story. 

The best message is to go to an Ameri-

can Battle Monuments cemetery abroad. 

All you have to do is be quiet, and you’ll 

get the message. MH

Is ABMC also active stateside? 

Yes, we have three memorial sites in 

the United States. 

There is the East Coast Memorial in 

Manhattan’s Battery Park, which memo-

rializes those killed aboard the 200 ships 

sunk by German submarines off the U.S. 

coast during World War II. It centers 

on a massive statue of an eagle, dedi-

cated by President John F. Kennedy in 

1963, that overlooks the Statue of Lib-

erty. The memorial includes the names 

of the thousands lost and missing.

The similar West Coast Memorial 

overlooks the Golden Gate Bridge in San 

Francisco and lists the names of those 

missing in the Pacific coastal waters.

And in Honolulu the National Me-

morial Cemetery of the Pacific (aka 

Punchbowl Cemetery) lists the names 

of 18,000 missing in the Pacific Theater 

from World War II, 8,000 missing from 

the Korean War and 2,500 missing from 

the Vietnam War. The memorial also 

includes maps of significant battles in 

each conflict. 

What other sites does  

ABMC manage?

Another is the ABMC cemetery in Pan- 

ama, where many of those who built 

the Panama Canal are buried. We still 

arrange about eight burials a year, since 

we’re entitled to bury veterans there.

We also are responsible for the cem-

etery at the former Clark Air Base in the 

ippines, where in 1945 special opera-

tions forces went behind the lines to 

rescue more than 500 Allied POWs. The 

names of the people who died in that 

camp are engraved on plaques there.

We’re also going to put a marker in 

New Zealand as a tribute to American 

troops stationed there in World War II. 

Similar efforts are going on in Australia 

and Iceland. 

What is the overarching  

mission of the ABMC? 

Referring to America’s war dead, Persh-

ing liked to say, “Time will not dim 

the glory of their deeds.” That idea has 

become the ABMC’s mantra. Since the 

Korean War we have flown home all of 

the remains that have been identified, 

and we have not built and dedicated 

a new cemetery since 1960. We don’t 

foresee building cemeteries in Afghani-

stan or Iraq, so our mission of burying 

America’s war dead overseas is over.

Our task now is to tell our nation’s 

succeeding generations that the world 

in which we live was in large measure 

brought about through the deaths of 

those who went overseas to fight for this 

country and never returned. And the 

numbers are staggering: 125,000 Amer-

ican war dead are buried abroad, and 

8,000 of them have not been identified. 

We also list the names of more than 

94,000 Americans missing in action, 

lost at sea or buried at sea from the 

world wars, Korea and Vietnam. Each 

cemetery features walls of the missing on 

which those Americans are commemo-

rated by name. The U.S. government is 

still working to recover and identify 

bodies from as far back as World War I.

What are ABMC’s goals?

We are in the business of telling the 

story of our deceased service members 

so that “Time will not dim the glory of 

their deeds.” When people visit the cem-

eteries at Normandy, Meuse-Argonne 

and elsewhere, we provide them an 

interpretation of that experience, that 

particular conflict, including key per-

sonalities. With every tool at our dis-

posal—interpretive centers, websites, 

phone apps, other means of communi-

cation—we are telling the story. 
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S
ometimes it takes more than 

courage under fire to merit 

a nation’s highest military 

honor. For Polina Gelman it 

took persistence.

Polina Vladimirovna Gelman was 

born in 1919 to a Jewish working-class 

family in the Ukrainian town of Berdi-

chev. The Russian Civil War was raging 

at the time, and her father—a Bolshevik 

revolutionary—was killed when she was 

five months old. Her mother had par-

ticipated in the October Revolution of 

1917 as a nurse and after her husband’s 

death moved the family to Gomel.

Polina excelled in secondary school, 

and in ninth grade she enrolled in a 

glider school. But the diminutive teen 

was a few inches shy of the minimum 

height for a pilot, and on her first flight 

she could barely reach the controls. 

Washed out, she was studying history 

at Moscow State University when Ger-

many invaded the Soviet Union on 

June 22, 1941.

In October Soviet Premier Joseph 

Stalin authorized the formation of three 

all-female air regiments—the 586th 

(fighters), the 587th (dive-bombers) 

and the 588th (night bombers). “By this 

time there were many experienced 

women pilots in the USSR,” Gelman 

said, “but few women trained as navi-

gators and mechanics.” She 

trained as a navigator and was 

assigned to the 588th. 

The unit’s two-woman air-

crews carried out night raids 

over enemy lines in wood-

and-canvas Polikarpov Po-2 

biplanes that lacked bomb-

sights. “We devised a method 

of visual sighting,” Gelman 

explained, “by making a chalk 

mark on the wing of the air-

craft to indicate when to drop 

the bombs.” The Po-2 crews often flew 

without parachutes and faced anti- 

aircraft fire, searchlights and the occa-

sional enemy fighter. Flying multi-

ple sorties each night, they prompted 

enemy soldiers to refer to them as Nacht- 

hexen (“Night Witches”), a nickname 

the crews detested.

One of Gelman’s more exceptional 

sorties came in August 1942 when the 

588th attacked German forces in the 

Kuban region of south Russia. While 

returning from the mission, she dropped 

remaining bombs on enemy fuel stores 

adjacent to a railway station—destroy-

ing thousands of tons of fuel—and 

knocked out enemy searchlights with 

her machine gun.

Gelman described several narrow 

escapes: “Once when we were fulfilling 

a mission, a shell hit below my cockpit, 

and it stopped inside the parachute I 

was sitting on! God saved me. Another 

time a shell came through my high boot, 

but it did not even hit my foot or leg.”

On May 8, 1945, the redesignated 

46th Guards Night Bomber Regiment’s 

Po-2s were preparing for takeoff from 

an airstrip in Germany when mechanics 

ran up to deactivate their bombs. “The 

Germans had surrendered,” Gelman re-

called. “The war was over. I burst out 

crying. Everybody cried that day.”

By war’s end Gelman had flown 860 

combat missions, logging some 1,300 

flying hours, and was cred-

ited with dropping 113 tons 

of bombs. On May 15, 1946, 

she received the Gold Star of 

a Hero of the Soviet Union. 

In the postwar period she 

obtained her history degree 

and later earned an econom-

ics degree. Gelman retired 

from the air force as a major 

in 1957, but attained a lieu-

tenant colonelcy in the re-

serves. She wrote a memoir 

of her wartime career in 1982 and taught 

political economics at Moscow’s Insti-

tute of Social Sciences until 1990, 

months before the dissolution of the 

Soviet Union. Gelman died in Moscow 

at age 86 on Nov. 25, 2005. MH

Polina Gelman

Soviet Air Force

Hero of the Soviet Union

1942–45

Valor Night Witch
By Jon Guttman
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Gelman’s all-female air 
regiment flew daring 
night missions against 
German ground troops. 
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into harm’s way. The former was Ad-

miral Isoroku Yamamoto’s flagship 

during the battle of Midway but saw 

no action, and Musashi returned the 

admiral’s ashes to Japan after U.S. P-38 

fighters shot down his aircraft over 

Bougainville on April 18, 1943. Ameri-

can submarines damaged both battle-

ships with torpedoes, but neither ship 

fired its guns in anger until the October 

1944 Battle of Leyte Gulf.

By then the Allies had largely neu-

tralized Japanese naval airpower, and 

on October 24 multiple waves of U.S. 

carrier-based aircraft targeted Musa- 

shi. Poor coordination by the attackers 

allowed the battleship to survive longer 

than it might have, but hits by 19 torpe-

does and 17 bombs ultimately sent Mu-

sashi and 1,023 of its 2,399-man crew 

to the bottom. Yamato survived Leyte 

and outlived its sister ship by more than 

T
he crushing victory by Japan’s 

battleships over their Russian 

adversaries at the May 27–28, 

1905, Battle of Tsushima had 

a profound effect on Japanese 

maritime strategy. Tokyo’s senior naval 

planners believed that any future sea 

war would culminate in one grand battle 

involving the respective opponents’ 

largest and most heavily armed and 

armored battleships—a belief that per-

sisted despite the proliferation of the 

aircraft carrier in the 1920s and ’30s.

The nation’s quest for bigger and 

better warships led to the commission-

ing of Yamato and Musashi in 1941 and 

1942, respectively. With a full-load 

displacement of 72,000 tons—nearly 

one-third of which was armor—and 

nine 18.1-inch main guns, the massive 

Japanese vessels were the largest battle-

ships ever constructed.

Despite the ships’ fearsome poten-

tial, the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) 

was reluctant to send Yamato or Musashi 

five months, though it finally succumbed 

to better-orchestrated U.S. air attacks on 

April 7, 1945, while engaged in Opera-

tion Ten-Go, an attempt to counter the 

American landings on Okinawa. Some 

3,000 of Yamato’s 3,332-man crew died 

with their ship.

Lessons:
Flawed strategy sinks ships.  

The IJN’s persistent belief the air- 

craft carrier would be an auxiliary 

vessel to big-gun vessels—in spite  

of their own carrier successes—led  

to the loss of both super battleships.

Even the most powerful obsolete 

weapon remains obsolete. Though 

Yamato and Musashi were the most 

powerful battleships ever built,  

advances in naval airpower had  

negated their significance. 

Practice makes perfect. It took  

36 hits to sink Musashi but fewer than 

20 to send Yamato to the bottom.

If you have it, use it. Yamato and  

Musashi saw virtually no action until 

the final year of the war. Used earlier, 

they might have tipped the naval bal-

ance in the IJN’s favor, possibly alter-

ing the outcome of the Pacific war. 

Look to the sky. The IJN never de- 

veloped adequate anti-aircraft protec-

tion for its ships. What guns they did 

have were often inaccurate and lacked 

the range and stopping power to shoot 

down late-war American strike aircraft 

like the Helldiver and Avenger. 

Use resources wisely. The Yamato- 

class battleships consumed more  

than 140,000 tons of steel and other 

materials that were hard to come  

by even in prewar Japan. The metal 

used on both ships could easily have 

supplied the Japanese with a half-

dozen more carriers and the aircraft  

to operate from them. MH U
.S
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What We Learned From...  
Yamato-Class Battleships
By John Bertrand

Heavily armored and bearing nine 18.1-inch
guns, Yamato was the ultimate battleship. o
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Hardware Mary Rose
By Jon Guttman / Illustration by Tony Bryan

T
he English navy under Henry VIII was 

a force in transition, and perhaps nothing 

better speaks to that transition than the carrack 

Mary Rose—ironically because it sank. Rediscovered 

in 1971 and raised in 1982, a restored section of 

the ship is the centerpiece of a purpose-built museum 

[maryrose.org] in Portsmouth, England.

When Henry became king in 1509, he ordered the construction of two 

carracks, Mary Rose and Peter Pomegranate. Completed in Portsmouth in 

1512, Mary Rose displaced 400 tons and was about 105 feet long with a 38-foot 

beam. Its typical 400-man crew included some 200 soldiers and 30 gunners. In 

its first engagement, off Brest on Aug. 10, 1512, Mary Rose, as Lord High Admiral 

Sir Edward Howard’s flagship, brought down the mainmast of the French flagship 

Grande Louise, which withdrew and left the English to win the day.

The man-of-war was a relatively new concept, and ship design was still evolving to 

accommodate cannons. In 1536 Mary Rose underwent a major refit to accommodate an 

increased armament, raised from 42 heavy cannons, including five bronze muzzle-loaders, and 

two swivel guns to 30 heavies—13 of them bronze—and 66 swivels. This raised its displacement 

to 700 tons. Though more of a gunship with the refit, Mary Rose retained longbows, grappling hooks 

and other close-quarters weapons, as well as netting across the upper deck to thwart enemy boarding attempts.

After the refit Mary Rose saw its next major action on July 19, 1545, when a French invasion fleet entered 

the Solent channel off the Isle of Wight. As the English sortied from Portsmouth to engage the enemy, it is 

thought a sudden gust of wind heeled Mary Rose, sending seawater gushing through its gun ports, which 

the inexperienced crew had left open. Mary Rose foundered in minutes, taking Vice Adm. Sir George Carew 

and almost all of his men down with it. Many died when trapped beneath the anti-boarding netting. MH
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 1. Bowsprit 

 2. Foremast

 3. Forecastle

 4.  Main gun deck

 5. Mainmast

 6. Archery port

 7. Mizzenmast

 8. Quarterdeck

 9.  Captain’s cabin

 10. Rudder

 11. Hold

 12. Ship’s stores

 13. Ballast

 14. Main pump

 15. Powder magazine

 16. Pilot’s cabin
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—the political and economic forces that drive conflict,  
the movement of armies and navies across vast distances,  
the titanic and often cataclysmic struggles between nations  
or groups of nations. And understandably so, for wars—
whether global, national, regional or local in scope—shape 
history over decades, centuries, even millennia.

But by focusing on the “God’s eye view” of war, it is all too 
easy to lose sight of the fact that those most directly affected 
by it are the men and women nations ask—or compel—to 
pursue it. Those who serve put themselves in harm’s way so 
the majority of their fellow citizens do not have to, and all 
who take up arms come to realize that, more so than in any 
other line of work, death is an occupational hazard.

The United States has historically sought to acknowledge 
and venerate those who die in service to the nation by 
promising to honor and remember their sacrifice. The first 
step toward fulfilling that promise is to ensure recovery and 
identification of the remains of each and every American 
service member killed in any of the nation’s conflicts, no 
matter the time commitment or cost. The second step is  
to inter the remains with respect and dignity, either where  
they fell or here at home, and to maintain the gravesite  
in perpetuity. The final and perhaps most important step  
is to educate the American people about the conflicts in 
which the nation’s service members died, so their sacri- 
fice will not be forgotten and so, to quote General John  
J. “Black Jack” Pershing—commander of the World War I 
American Expeditionary Forces and founding chairman  
of the American Battle Monuments Commission— 
“Time will not dim the glory of their deeds.” MH
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HENRY VIII’S
WAR GAMES
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Within the considerable torso of the swaggering, 
blustering English king beat the heart of a  
would-be warrior  By Stephen Roberts
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In this 19th-century
painting by Sir John 
Gilbert, Henry VIII
confers with Cardinal 
Thomas Wolsey, the 
adviser who urged 
the king to flex his 
military muscles.
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While the Battle of Flodden, above, was perhaps Henry’s greatest victory 
of 1513, he wasn’t even present. The king did attend the Field of the 
Cloth of Gold summit, right, held in France over 17 days in June 1520.

Born the second son of King Henry VII on June 28, 1491, 

young Henry was not expected to sit on England’s throne. 

His elder brother, Arthur, was the designated heir, but on 

the latter’s death at age 15 in 1502 Henry moved up in the 

line of succession. When his father died in April 1509, 

Henry ascended as the second monarch in the Tudor line.

Within weeks of becoming king, 17-year-old Henry 

married his elder brother’s widow, Catherine of Aragon, 

thereby maintaining the dynastic link with Spain estab-

lished by his father. While the elder Henry had cultivated 

a policy of nonintervention on the European continent, 

preferring to stash coinage in his treasury, his son was an 

ambitious youngster with full coffers and a determination 

to prove himself a worthy descendent of Henry V. In that 

goal he was both encouraged and aided by Thomas Wolsey, 

a Roman Catholic cardinal who became Henry’s adviser 

and, ultimately, lord chancellor of England. 

At Wolsey’s urging, Henry VIII became deeply involved 

in continental affairs, basing his foreign policy largely on 

his father’s Spanish alliance. There were compelling reasons 

for such a stance. France—just across the English Channel—

was England’s traditional enemy, and all English kings since 

Edward III had also styled themselves king of that nearby 

nation. By the time Henry ascended the throne, the sole 

vestige of England’s once extensive holdings in France was 

Calais, the port city and environs just 27 miles from Dover. 

Six wives, Reformation, Dissolution and a corpulent, gout-ridden, malevolent, piggy-eyed monarch 

with a penchant for philandering and executions—such is the common summation of Henry VIII, 

who strode the stage as English king from 1509 until his death in 1547. Yet there was more to the 

most famous male in the Tudor line than simply his size, his scheming or his womanizing, for Henry 

also reveled in what he called his “war games.”
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Immediately after his accession Henry swore to wage war on 

the “old enemy” and its 46-year-old monarch, Louis XII, 

throwing down the gauntlet of his claim to the French throne. 

Henry was not alone in his opposition to France. Since 

1496 England had been a member of the Holy League, an 

alliance of Pope Alexander VI, Holy Roman Emperor Maxi-

milian I, Ferdinand II of Aragon, and the rulers of Venice 

and Milan as a response to French King Charles VIII’s 1494–

95 invasion of Italy. In 1511 Pope Julius II reconstituted the 

league, with Swiss mercenaries joining the original members 

against Charles’ successor, Louis XII. In 1511 Henry further 

formalized his pro-Spanish leanings by signing a pledge of 

mutual aid with his father-in-law, 59-year-old Ferdinand II.

England’s young king was ready to go to war.

Unfortunately for Henry, his first military adventure as king 

did not go as planned. 

In April 1512 the monarch joined Ferdinand in declaring 

war on Louis XII, an act soon followed by a joint attempt to 

capture the region of Aquitaine, on France’s southwest coast. 

Henry did not personally lead the English troops, which 

enabled him to skirt much of the blame for their dismal 

performance. Already weakened by widespread dysentery, 

the English force was further debilitated by widespread 

drunkenness and open mutiny. The campaign was not an 

auspicious start to Henry’s planned reconquest of France.

The English did better the following year. In May 1513 

they began landing large numbers of troops at Calais.

Henry followed in June, and he scored his first clear vic-

tory on August 16. The young king and Maximilian I were 

jointly besieging Thérouanne, east of Calais, when a French 

relief force of 8,000 arrived, unexpectedly encountering 

the much larger allied army near the village of Bomy. First 

pounded by artillery and then chased down by cavalry, 

the French panicked, their horsemen racing off in retreat. 

The victors dubbed the fight the Battle of the Spurs, as the 

escaping French had urged their mounts so frantically. It was 

a largely bloodless victory for Henry, who had wanted to 

lead his army into combat but was dissuaded from doing so 

by his advisers.

A week later the besiegers took Thérouanne, followed 

in a month by Tournai, some 60 miles farther east. Maxi-

milian held on to Thérouanne, while Henry kept Tournai, 

envisioning it as a springboard to further conquest. As 

significant a victory as the Battle of the Spurs might have 

been, however, it was not Henry’s greatest military triumph 

of 1513. That battle occurred in England, not France, and 

the monarch wasn’t even present.
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Before departing for Calais, Henry had appointed Catherine 

queen regent, governor and captain general in his absence, 

little knowing the redoubtable Catherine would oversee the 

defeat of an enemy of perhaps greater danger to the English 

throne than was France. The threat came from Scotland, 

whose King James IV felt more loyalty to the “Auld Alliance” 

with France than he did to England—despite the fact James’ 

wife, Queen Margaret, was Henry’s older sister. In an attempt 

to relieve English pressure on the French, James crossed the 

River Tweed into Northumberland on August 22 with some 

35,000 men—the largest Scottish army ever to enter England.

James’ campaign initially went well, his troops capturing 

the major castles guarding the frontier. Catherine dispatched 

a 30,000-man army under Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, 

north to halt the Scots. The 70-year-old veteran of the Wars of 

the Roses was an able field commander, and on September 9 

—less than a month after the Battle of the Spurs—Surrey 

brought all his experience to bear against the invading Scots.

The Scots initially waited for the English at Flodden Edge, 

a few miles southeast of Branxton (in Britain the fight is also 

known as the Battle of Branxton). On the morning of the 

battle, threatened with being flanked, James moved his men 

and artillery closer to town. Supporting the Scots were several 

large and powerful cannons that had been hastily dragged into 

position by teams of men and oxen, but the artillery pieces 

were poorly emplaced. When the battle began, around 4 p.m., 

most of their rounds flew harmlessly over the English forma-

tions. Surrey’s guns, on the other hand, were better sited and 

far more deadly. As the armies closed on one another, de-

scending gentle slopes toward a patch of level ground, English 

archers poured a rain of arrows on the Scots. When the forces 

merged, the battle devolved into vicious close combat, with 

men wielding clubs, axes, swords, pikes and hooked bills to 

terrible effect. The engagement seesawed for several hours, but 

in the end the English won the day, killing James—the last 

monarch to die in battle in what is now Great Britain—and 

some 10,000 of his men for the loss of 1,500 English troops. 

Queen Regent Catherine immediately dispatched a letter 

to Henry at the English camp outside Tournai. “This battle 

hath been to your grace and all your realm the greatest 

honor that could be,” she wrote, “and more than if should 

you win all the crown of France.” Indeed, though he had 

been out of the country at the time of the battle, the victory 

over the Scots was his. His mood could only have been 

further bolstered when four days later a messenger arrived 

with a bloodied fragment of James’ plaid. Within days 

Tournai capitulated. The back-to-back victories helped 

establish the martial reputation Henry coveted. 

While defeating the Scots and taking key cities in France 

whetted Henry’s appetite for further military adventures, the 

young monarch’s ambitions were constrained by his lack of 

funds. Supporting both Maximilian and Ferdinand had been 

expensive, and England’s victories had produced little in the 

way of working capital. Rather than risk bankrupting his 

realm so early in what he believed would be a long and glori-

ous reign, Henry opted to make peace with France. As part 

of the treaty, Tournai was ceded to England (though the 

French would later buy it back), and Henry’s 18-year-old 

sister, Mary Tudor, was betrothed to 51-year-old Louis XII. 

The couple wed on Oct. 9, 1514. The May-December marriage 

didn’t last long, however, for the French king died less than 

three months later, on New Year’s Day 1515, and was suc-

ceeded by his 20-year-old cousin and son-in-law, Francis I. 

Despite Henry’s thirst for battle, the eight years that followed 

Flodden marked the halcyon period of Cardinal Wolsey’s B
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diplomacy. The self-declared “arbiter of the affairs of Chris-

tendom” sought to make England a positive force in Euro-

pean affairs, even as the old order on the continent was 

changing. Among the most significant of those changes was 

the death of Ferdinand II in January 1516. His passing 

brought another young man to a European throne, 16-year-

old Charles I, whose ascension united Burgundy, Flanders 

and Spain under one ruler.

At this point England was active in several of Europe’s 

regional conflicts. Wolsey, unlike his bellicose sovereign, 

was intent on bringing about peace on the Continent, largely 

because he saw the growing power of Ottoman Turkey as 

a threat a united Europe would have to confront. In 1517 

Wolsey ignored a demand by Pope Leo X that England join 

a proposed crusade to the Holy Land; the chancellor instead 

focused on putting together what was arguably his greatest 

diplomatic triumph, the 1518 Treaty of London.

The accord was meant to bind the major European powers 

in a pact that in two ways foreshadowed the creation of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization four centuries later—

the signatories pledged not to attack one another and to 

come to the assistance of any threatened member. To sweeten 

the deal for Francis I, England returned Tournai for the sum 

of 600,000 crowns. The treaty’s apparent success in bringing 

peace to a fractious Europe won Henry and his chancellor 

widespread praise and boosted their nation’s prestige, an 

outcome the two sought to reinforce by feting Francis at 

a lavish summit known as the Field of the Cloth of Gold.

Held near Calais over a period of 17 days in June 1520, 

the event is remembered primarily for its prodigious ex-

travagance. Accompanied by some 3,500 cavalrymen and 

foot soldiers, the English delegation included Henry and 

Catherine and their retinue; senior clergymen and their 

attendants; and assorted lords, ladies and gentlemen. Once 

on-site the English and French attendees enjoyed much 

feasting, drinking, jousting and general merriment, and 

the two kings and their closest advisers presumably also 

spent time discussing affairs of state. Whatever goodwill 

the summit may have generated was likely diminished, 

however, by Henry’s impromptu challenge that Francis 

wrestle with him. Much to the assertive English monarch’s 

dismay and humiliation, his younger French opponent 

won the ill-advised match by quickly and unceremoniously 

throwing Henry to the ground. 

While this humbling experience may have contributed 

to the steady decline in Anglo-French relations following the 

meeting in Calais, the primary reason was likely Wolsey’s 

desire to cultivate a closer relationship with the other young 

monarch on the continent, Charles I. On the death of his 

paternal grandfather, Maximilian I, in January 1519, the 

Spanish king had become Holy Roman Emperor as Charles V. 

At Wolsey’s invitation, the emperor had visited the cardinal 

in England just days before the Field of the Cloth of Gold.

Henry and Wolsey continued their wooing of Charles 

immediately after the festivities in Calais, hosting him at a 

four-day meeting at Gravelines, France, in July. That summit 

resulted in the Treaty of Calais, which included an agree-

ment between Henry and Charles that each would ignore 

marriage treaties they had concluded with Francis—Henry 

having promised his toddler daughter Mary to the French 

king’s infant son and heir, and Charles having agreed to 

marry Francis’ toddler daughter, Charlotte. Instead, Henry 

suggested Mary would make the emperor an excellent wife.

But England’s lean toward Charles and away from Fran-

cis was soon to have more dire consequences than mere 

disrupted wedding plans, for war was again on the horizon.
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Henry’s preference for Charles was to the benefit of Eng-

land’s economic interests. England’s revenue and popu-

lation was significantly smaller than those of France, and 

a rupture with Spain might destroy England’s wool export 

trade, long the basis of its wealth. Economic consider-

ations won out.

In August 1521 Wolsey concluded the secret Treaty of 

Bruges with Charles against Francis, launching England 

into a war that served none of its interests. If France were 

conquered and partitioned, Charles could wed Mary, en-

suring her peaceful accession. By 1523 England had shifted 

its foreign policy focus to Scotland. Henry offered the Scots 

a 16-year truce and marriage between the preteen James V 

and then 7-year-old Mary. When they refused, Henry sent 

an English army under the younger Thomas Howard, Earl 

of Surrey, to ravage the border.

Despite its ongoing issues with Scotland, England re-

mained allied with Spain through 1525, when the struggle 

between Francis and Charles climaxed. The February 24 

Battle of Pavia proved the decisive engagement of the four-

year Italian war and brought Francis to the verge of ruin 

by his defeat and capture. The terms of the 1526 Treaty of 

Madrid forced the French king to relinquish his Italian, 

Flemish and Burgundian claims. 

Henry had hoped for the fulfillment of “the whole mon-

archy of Christendom” under Charles, as Pavia opened the 

door to groups friendly to England. Henry’s hopes were shat-

tered, however, when France was not partitioned and Charles 

opted to marry Isabella of Portugal rather than Mary.

Charles’ ascendancy represented such a threat to the 

balance of power in Europe that England opened negotia-

tions with its traditional enemy France; indeed, relations 

between Henry and Charles soon became so strained that 

war seemed inevitable. Henry and Wolsey began preparing 

the nation and its military forces for the conflict, but their 

efforts were hampered by the simple fact England was now 

close to bankruptcy. Perhaps of equal importance, Henry’s 

attention was divided.

Between 1527 and 1535 England’s king was deeply pre-

occupied with what he called his “Great Matter”—elaborate 

efforts to divorce Catherine. The queen had been unable to 

produce the living male heir Henry craved, so he decided 

to rid himself of his Spanish consort and find a more “suit-

able” mate. The annulment of their marriage in 1533, less 

than three years before Catherine’s death, negated the ben-

efits Henry might have realized from his relationship with 

Charles—the Spanish sovereign took the “throwing aside” 

Though Henry wore 
armor—including  
this helmet—largely 
during jousts, it  
also saw much use  
during his many 
military campaigns.
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of his aunt by England’s king as both a personal and political 

affront. Henry, for his part, had to govern without the advice 

and counsel of Cardinal Wolsey, who had fallen from the 

king’s favor in 1529 and died the following year. The mon-

arch’s stormy three-year marriage to second wife Anne 

Boleyn—a union that ended with her execution at Henry’s 

order in 1536—also claimed much of his time and attention.

Then there were the resurgent Scots. On New Year’s Day 

1537 James V married Francis’ frail daughter Madeleine, 

who died barely seven months later. Within a year, however, 

the Scottish king wed French noblewoman Mary of Guise, 

further strengthening his alliance with France. In sanction-

ing the marriage, Francis had rebuffed a proposal from Henry 

for Mary’s hand. From the English perspective the situation 

soured even further in 1538, for not only was there a recon-

ciliation between Charles and Francis, but also Pope Paul III 

formally excommunicated Henry. The action had been 

pending for several years, prompted by Henry’s rejection of 

Catherine and cemented by the English king’s claim to be 

supreme head of the Church of England and his dissolu-

tion of Roman Catholic monasteries throughout the realm.

In February 1540 Henry sent an ambassador to Scot-

land and in August of the next year headed north himself 

for talks in York, but James snubbed him. Matters came to 

a head in October 1542 when English troops crossed the 

border and burned a score of villages before crossing 

back into England. Henry’s bullying stirred James 

to counterattack, and on November 24 nearly 20,000 

Scots entered England near Gretna. They had ad-

vanced less than a mile when pinned against the 

River Esk by a small but mobile English army and 

defeated at the Battle of Solway Moss.

That fight salvaged a delicate situation for 

Henry. James V, who was ill and not present at the 

battle, died three weeks later, just six days after his 

Mary gave birth to their daughter Mary, the future 

queen of Scots. The victory at Solway Moss left 

Scotland at Henry’s mercy, but the English mon-

arch desired containment rather than domina-

tion, and in early 1543 

he again sought to link 

the countries through 

marriage, this time be-

tween his son, Prince 

Edward, and James’ in- 

fant daughter. When leading Scots voiced their 

preference for Francis, Henry negotiated a secret 

treaty with Charles V, the two agreeing on a major 

invasion of France within two years. In July, 

despite internal opposition, Scotland signed the 

Treaty of Greenwich, conditionally accepting the 

marriage of Edward and Mary, but in December 

the Scottish Parliament formally rejected the treaty 

and instead renewed its Auld Alliance with France. 

The next spring an irate Henry launched further 

incursions into Scotland, the opening clashes in a punitive 

war known as the Rough Wooing.

While Henry and Charles had agreed they would invade 

France by late June 1544, they differed on strategy—the 

Spaniard favored a pincer attack on Paris, while the English-

man was focused on taking Boulogne. Then, to the dis- 

may of his counselors, Henry announced he would sail 

to Calais and personally lead the besieging army. To bol-

ster his forces, the English sovereign enrolled foreign 

mercenaries, but this turned into a fiasco when he failed 

to pay them their expected month’s pay in advance and 

they defected to Charles, straining relations between the 

two monarchs. In the end the English did manage to 

advance from Calais, and between July and September 

an army under Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, lay 

siege to Boulogne. Though hampered by bad weather and 

a shortage of powder, the English ultimately prevailed, the 

city surrendering after six weeks of nearly continuous 

artillery bombardment. 

The measured success of the English cam-

paign prompted Francis to make peace overtures, 

but Henry wouldn’t break faith with Charles. 

The Spaniard had no such scruples, however, 

and made a separate peace with France. Indeed, 

on the day Henry entered Boulogne, 

Francis and Charles came to terms at 

Crépy—one facet of their agreement 

was that Francis’ youngest son, Charles, 

would marry Emperor Charles’ young 

daughter, Maria. Charles’ death the next 

year rendered the peace moot.

The English-French power struggle 

continued after the fall of Boulogne—in 

1545, for example, the French managed 

token landings on the Isle of Wight and in Sussex 

—but neither country had the strength or re-

sources to engage in all-out war. French attempts 

to retake Boulogne failed, as did English attempts 

to gain more territory, 

and in 1546 Henry and 

Francis concluded a 

weary peace. The treaty 

marked the Engl i sh 

king’s last significant 

act in the sphere of foreign policy, for on Jan. 28, 

1547, Henry’s death at the age of 55 put an end 

to his “war games.” MH

Steve Roberts [steveroberts.org.uk] is a U.K.-based 
freelance writer and author. For further reading he 

recommends Chambers Biographical Dictionary; 

A Dictionary of British History, edited by J.P. 
Kenyon; Henry VIII, by Francis Hackett; and 

Henry VIII, by Jasper Ridley.

Defender of 
the Faith?
Henry VIII seldom 
had to draw his 
weapon in combat. 
When he did, it was 
not this ceremonial 
sword, reportedly 
presented to the 
English king by Pope 
Leo X—ironically for 
his defense of the 
Catholic Church, from 
which he was later 
excommunicated.
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U.S.-built M8 armored 
cars of the French army 
negotiate a mountain 
pass while on patrol  
in embattled Algeria.



For eight years French soldiers fought a brutal asymmetric war against 
insurgents determined to forge their own destiny  By Stephan Wilkinson
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I
n traditionally Roman Catholic countries All Saints’ Day 

—observed on November 1—is a liturgical festival 

during which people light candles for deceased loved 

ones and place flowers on their graves. Preceding the 

day’s events are the rites and rituals of All Hallows’ 

Eve—a precursor to present-day Halloween—also 

devoted to remembering the departed, including 

saints (hallows) and martyrs. 

For the French people Nov. 1, 1954, was Toussaint 

Rouge—Red All Saints’ Day—marred by a spate of deliber-

ately timed, well-orchestrated bombings of police stations, 

utilities, fuel depots and public buildings across urban north-

ern Algeria. The Muslim nationalists who carried out the 

attacks did relatively little damage and killed only seven 

people, but they succeeded in sparking an eight-year, text-

book asymmetric war—defined as a conflict between a large, 

mechanized, professional army and a smaller group of lightly 

armed but resilient guerrillas. History’s last major anti-colonial 

conflict, it was a struggle with many martyrs but few saints.

Even as the fighting escalated, however, the French gov-

ernment was reluctant to call it a war, preferring to term its 

intervention “police operations” or “actions to maintain 

order.” In 1848, nearly two decades after the 1830 invasion, 

officials had organized occupied Algerian territories into 

official departments of France, not colonies or protectorates, 

as in French-occupied Tunisia and Morocco. To the French 

going to war with Algeria was equivalent to going to war 

with Normandy, or England going to war with Yorkshire, 

or the United States going to war with South Carolina. Not 

until 1999 did the French National Assembly finally admit, 

like it or not, it most certainly had been a war.

Whatever one called it, the fight in Algeria was brutal, 

marked by massacres, atrocities, torture and indiscriminate 

bombings. The Algerian insurgents employed more rudi-

mentary forms of butchery and mutilation, including wide-

spread throat-slittings the French soldiers dubbed the 

“Kabyle smile,” after a region thick with insurgents. French 

paratroopers and commandos, meanwhile, favored such 

modern methods as sleep deprivation, an early form of 

waterboarding, sexual humiliation and/or torture by field-

telephone generator. The French also guillotined prisoners 

or simply made them disappear.

By the time hostilities broke out in Algeria in 1954, French 

airborne troops, commandos and Foreign Legionnaires were 

among the world’s most battle-hardened, competent and 

professional combatants. Some had fought the Germans with 

la Résistance in World War II, while others had campaigned 

as uniformed Free French tankers, infantrymen and pilots. 

Many had immediately returned to combat, shipping off to 

French Indochina in 1946 and fighting eight more years until 

their ultimate defeat by the Viet Minh at Dien Bien Phu. That 

blow, added to the lingering disgrace of the 1940 capitulation 

to Germany, left the French soldiers bitter and brutal.

The Algerian conflict acquired an added measure of com-

plexity in being a fractionalized fight. The French army 

despised the dithering Fourth Republic politicians back in 

Paris, and at one point that loathing threatened the French 

capital with an armed coup by airborne troops from Algeria. 

The Algerian insurgents themselves were riven with in-

fighting that at times turned as deadly as their war against 

the French. Most of the country’s Muslims hated the 1 million 

European colonials—aka pieds-noirs (“black feet”)—who 

came not only from France, but also from Italy, Spain, Malta, 

Alsace and other parts of Europe. The colonials returned 

the hatred in kind. Like South Africa’s Afrikaners during 

apartheid, they felt they had built modern-day Algeria and 

were not about to give it up. Then there was the war itself. F
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Most insurgents were members of the socialist Front 

de libération nationale (FLN). Among its principal leaders 

was Ahmed Ben Bella, who had fought in the French army 

during World War II and would eventually become presi-

dent of independent Algeria. In 1954, however, he was busy 

teaching his paramilitary Organisation spéciale the tactics 

Ho Chi Minh had used against the French in Indochina. His 

1,200 or so insurgents were ill-equipped and -trained, and 

their initial attacks did little damage, but as their numbers 

grew, so did their experience and ingenuity. 

The French were unprepared for the war. Though they 

had some 56,000 troops in-country, only 4,000 were combat- 

ready. In some areas peacetime orders required soldiers’ rifles 

be unloaded, with cartridges literally sewn into ammuni-

tion pouches. By 1956, however, 200,000 French soldiers 

had shipped out to Algeria, a number soon to double. An 

increasing number of them were conscripts.

One unusual feature of the war was the Morice Line, 

named after André Morice, who was French minister of 

defense when crews completed work on the line in Septem-

ber 1957. Algeria was bracketed by Morocco to the west and 

Tunisia to the east, both newly independent and fiercely 

Muslim countries that afforded Algerian insurgents natural 

safe zones and served as wellsprings for recruits to their cause. 

France’s answer was to erect walls along the borders of both 

countries—285 miles long from the sea to the trackless Sahara 

on the Tunisia side, 435 miles bordering Morocco. 

The core of each defensive line was an 8-foot-high, 5,000-

volt electric fence backed by barbed-wire entanglements 

and bordered on each side by 150-foot-wide minefields. 

What made the barriers truly effective was an interconnected 

mix of high-tech sensors, searchlights and alarms, coordi-

nated with artillery and supported by infantry patrols and 

aerial surveillance and reconnaissance. Few insurgents 

breached the Morice Line—though they tried both tunneling 

beneath and ramping over it.

The French employed a variety of aircraft during the con-

flict, from Sud-Est Mistral jet fighters (French-built versions 

of the British de Havilland Vampire) to U.S.-built North 

American F-100D Super Sabre jets on photo recon missions A
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Top left: Workers put finishing touches on the Morice Line, a barrier 
intended to keep Algerian insurgents from safe havens in Morocco  
and Tunisia. Bottom left: A French soldier stands watch over Algiers’ 
Casbah. Above: Protesters for and against Algerian independence fight 
one another during one of many such street demonstrations in France.
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A Bitter Fight  
for Algeria

B
y the 1954 outbreak of the Algerian War more than four generations of French, 
Spanish, Italian, Maltese and other European immigrants had called Algeria home. 
But while the colonials numbered more than 1 million people, they comprised  
just 13 percent of the population, and most of the majority Muslims were weary  
of being ruled by the pieds-noirs (“black feet”). They craved independence, and  

the militants among them were willing to take it by force. The opening blow fell symboli-
cally on All Saints’ Day with a spate of targeted bombings across urban northern Algeria.

The progress of the forthcoming asymmetric war proved especially nasty, marked by 
massacres, mutual atrocities and terrorism. The combat-tested professional French army 
held the edge in experience and technology, whereas the insurgents knew the countryside 
and exploited the propaganda value of international scrutiny. Though the French routed  
the rebels from the capital of Algiers, reprisal killings and other missteps lost them the  
PR war back home. France declared a cease-fire and granted Algeria self-rule in 1962.

U.S.-Built 
Aircraft  
in Algeria

Piasecki H-21 ‘Flying Banana’
The twin-rotor transport helicopter could carry up to  

20 combat-equipped infantrymen into battle or  

12 stretchers and two medics from a battlefield.
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DISTANCE: Algiers to Tunis 394 miles/343 km

Morice Line
Line was somewhat of a misnomer, as these twin defensive 

barriers extended along Algeria’s borders with Tunisia to 

the east and Morocco to the west. Centered on 8-foot-high, 

5,000-volt electric fences backed by minefields and barbed- 

wire entanglements, they succeeded in stemming the flood 

of insurgents from Algeria’s Muslim neighbors, to no avail.

Sikorsky H-19 and H-34
The French invented the helicopter gunship by 

arming these transport and rescue choppers 

(H-19 shown above) with flexible and forward-

firing machine guns as well as rocket pods. 

Piper Cub
Its top speed equivalent to that of a modern-

day passenger car, the Piper made up for in 

maneuverability what it lacked in horsepower, 

serving the French as a crucial spotter plane.

T-6G Texan
Once the Piper had spotted a likely target, the 

maneuverable T-6G Texan light-attack aircraft 

hit insurgents with machine-gun fire, bombs, 

rockets and devastating napalm strikes.
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from bases in France. Among the most effective warplanes 

were two of the least likely: the North American T-6G Texan 

advanced trainer and the Piper Cub. Algeria’s interior is 

alternately hilly and mountainous, pocked with caves and 

ravines that served as hideouts for the insurgents. The faster 

fighter-bombers had a hard time finding and hitting such 

small targets, but the T-6s—dubbed the “yellow planes” by 

insurgents, as most of the 300 based in Algeria retained their 

high-visibility trainer paint scheme—were slow and maneu-

verable enough to put bombs, machine-gun fire, rockets and 

napalm on target. They proved excellent counterinsurgency 

aircraft. For similar reasons the low-speed Cubs were perfect 

forward air controllers that could consistently spot targets. 

The Algerian insurgents had few anti-aircraft weapons with 

which to counter them, at least not until late in the war, 

when the Soviet Union began contributing weapons.

The French also purchased 50 brand-new Douglas B-26B 

Invader twin-engined light bombers from the United States 

—aircraft that had gone straight from the assembly line into 

post-World War II storage when the U.S. Air Force cancelled 

the contract. Late in the war the French converted several of 

the Invaders into night fighters to intercept inbound arms-

smuggling flights. Fitted with radar in the Plexiglas nose and 

four .50-caliber machine guns and two air-to-air rocket pods 

beneath each wing, these B-26Ns might have proved effec-

tive, but smuggling flights became rare as the war wound 

down, and the Invaders made no intercepts.

But it was the helicopter—which the French called the 

ventilateur or ventilo (“fan”)—that made the biggest contri-

bution to the Algerian fight. As the growing French helicopter 

industry was still striving to conceive combat-ready designs, 

the Armée de l’air began the conflict with three main helicop-

ter types from the United States: the twin-rotor Piasecki H-21 

—dubbed the “Flying Banana” for its fuselage shape—the 

Sikorsky H-19 and its direct successor, the H-34. The French 

used the 20-passenger Banana to rapidly deploy troops, 

developing the air-mobile concept that has proved so useful 

in subsequent asymmetric wars. They also invented the heli-

copter gunship by arming both the H-21 and H-34 with flexi- 

ble and forward-firing machine guns as well as rocket pods. 

In an attempt to deny the guerrillas civilian support, the 

French instituted a harsh policy of “collective responsibility” 

—ironically, much as the Nazis had in occupied France. Thus 

if FLN guerrillas found refuge in a village, the entire village 

suffered the consequences. In the event of a terrorist bomb- B
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ing, the French assigned responsibility to the nearest village. 

Soldiers mounted search-and-destroy ratissages (“rat hunts”) 

for rebels throughout the countryside. The FLN, for its part, 

abducted, tortured and killed tens of thousands of Algerians 

who had any contact with the French, no matter how innocent.

In a notorious August 1955 incident centered on Philippe-

ville in coastal northeast Algeria the FLN assaulted a number 

of villages and massacred 123 pieds-noirs, including women 

and children. The attackers gang-raped women before killing 

them and mutilated their victims’ bodies. According to FLN 

claims, vengeful French paratroopers killed 12,000 Muslims; 

the French admitted to 1,273 such reprisal deaths. Whatever 

the toll, the massacre and reprisals swept away any hope of 

solving the situation by political compromise.

The killings also precipitated a rapid increase in the 

number of FLN sympathizers and recruits, and soon the FLN 

had a real army—the Armée de libération nationale (ALN). 

Nevertheless, the insurgents were foot soldiers, unable to 

match the rapid reaction of the air-mobile French, who could 

carry out in 20 minutes what might otherwise require a 

two-day march in mountainous terrain.

The French also had superb coordination and commu-

nication among units, as well as commands with no inter- 

service rivalries. Air support was usually just minutes away, 

and airborne troops were ready to saddle up at a moment’s 

notice. In January 1956, for example, commandos airlifted 

by two H-19s surprised a gathering of insurgent leaders and 

captured six of them. Meanwhile, an observer in a circling 

Piper spotted a large rebel band nearby, and French com-

manders diverted the H-19s to strategically deploy 120 com-

mandos in multiple flights. Attacking the insurgents from 

ambush, the French captured or killed 43 Algerians and 

seized a cache of arms.

By June 1956 the insurgents had some 1,400 guerrillas 

within Algiers’ Casbah, the capital city’s ancient, window-

less, labyrinthine Arab quarter. After the French guillotined 

two rebel leaders that month, FLN gunmen carried out 

random attacks, killing nearly 50 pieds-noirs. The FLN also 

carried out multiple terror bombings, sending Algerian 

women in Western dress and makeup to plant 

charges in cafés and nightclubs frequented 

by Europeans. The colonialists retaliated, and 

gunfights, ambushes and explosions became 

daily occurrences. In January 1957 city ad-

ministrators, realizing they had lost control, 

gave the army full authority throughout the 

metropolitan zone. Spearheaded by four regi-

ments of paratroopers, the force was given 

carte blanche to deal with the insurgents and 

anyone else who got in their way. By late 

March the soldiers had managed to push deep 

into the Casbah and capture or kill most of 

the FLN leadership.

What became known as the Battle of Algiers 

—the subject of Italian director Gillo Ponte- 

corvo’s popular 1966 war film of the same 

name—was a disaster for both sides. Though 

the French ostensibly won the fight for the 

city by eliminating the rebel threat, the re-

ported disappearance of some 3,000 Muslims 

and the paratroopers’ use of torture and other 

brutal methods increasingly turned the French 

public against the war.

Meanwhile, the French had pulled off one 

of the conflict’s more controversial operations. In granting 

both Morocco and Tunisia their independence in March 

1956, France had unintentionally created neighboring 

sanctuaries for Algerian insurgents. That October four FLN 

leaders, including Ben Bella, and a number of journalists 

(including a New York Times reporter) were flying from 

Morocco to Tunisia aboard a French-registered and -crewed 
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Opposite: Among the tactical innovations of the Algerian War was 
France’s use of helicopters to transport troops rapidly over great 
distances. Left: Ahmed Ben Bella, a principal leader of the FLN, was a 
World War II veteran of the French army. Below left: French president 
Charles de Gaulle was determined to keep Algeria at least as an ally.

The Hated 
Pieds-Noirs

referred to the 1 million 
Europeans in their midst
as pieds-noirs (“black s
feet”), a pejorative of 
uncertain origin. While
many of the colonials
had been born in Algeria,
most had roots in France,
Italy, Spain and elsewhere 
in Europe. The colonials 
felt they had built modern-
day Algeria and loathed 
the idea of a Muslim-led
independent nation.
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Royal Air Maroc Douglas DC-3 when French officials radioed 

the pilot to divert the aircraft to Algiers—a flagrant violation 

of international law. The Algerians thought they were in 

Tunis even as the DC-3 taxied to the terminal, believing the 

large number of vehicles and camouflage-clad soldiers on the 

tarmac to be a welcoming committee. But officials soon wel-

comed Ben Bella and the other FLN heavyweights to a prison 

in France, where they remained for the duration of the war.

On Feb. 8, 1958, 11 French B-26s bombed the Tunisian 

village of Sakiet Sidi Youssef, from which an ALN battalion 

had crossed into Algeria, ambushed a French patrol and re-

turned with five prisoners. The air raid destroyed rebel instal-

lations but also struck a school and Red Cross trucks bearing 

refugees, killing 75 civilians and wounding nearly 150— 

a tragedy that horrified the French public and further turned 

international opinion against the war.

In early 1958 the French inflicted terrible losses on the 

insurgents, and within months ALN casualties mounted 

into the tens of thousands. Yet decisive victory eluded the 

French, and the combat units—particularly the paratroopers 

—became increasingly restive. They had been fighting for 

years, yet all they read or heard was increasing sentiment, 

at home and internationally, for an independent Algeria. 

They blamed the politicians in Paris for not fully support-

ing the war effort, and their anger spawned an abortive coup 

in May 1958 that threatened to erupt into a civil divide. 

Under pressure the government of the Fourth Republic re-

signed. Into the power vacuum stepped French war hero 

Charles de Gaulle, who ushered in the Fifth Republic and 

promptly helped draft a new constitution. But if proponents 

of an Algérie française expected a shift in support of the 

ongoing war, de Gaulle was to bitterly disappoint them.

De Gaulle was inaugurated president of France in January 

1959, sailing in on his sterling reputation as leader of the 

Free French in World War II. He was cautious about enun-

ciating his position regarding Algeria, where he had been 

headquartered during the war. The pieds-noirs and soldiers 

may have assumed he was on their side, but de Gaulle wanted 

to honorably withdraw the army and allow Algerians to 

determine their own fate while retaining a fraternal bond 

to France. In a January 1961 referendum on Algerian self-

determination three-quarters of French voters approved 

such a policy. The people were tired of war, and as many 

of the troops were conscripts instead of career military, 

their families wanted them home.

The career soldiers disagreed, and that April a group of 

dissident generals and a cadre of paratrooper officers seized 

power in Algiers and announced their intention to install 

a government of pieds-noirs as soon as they had defeated 

the ALN. They held the city for five days before the revolt 

—which had little public support either in Algeria or on 

the mainland—collapsed. In the meantime, air force fighters 

patrolled the skies over France with orders to force down 

any aircraft headed for Paris, and tanks parked on the city’s 

boulevards awaited the threatened airborne assault from 

Algeria. French authorities ultimately arrested several gen-

erals and more than 200 officers and dissolved the mutinous 

1st Foreign Parachute Regiment. But the dissidents were not 

done. Disaffected generals, officers and pied-noir extremists 

founded the Organization de l’armée secrète (OAS), which 

sought to derail the independence movement and earnestly 

attempted to assassinate de Gaulle.

The waning days of the war were its bloodiest, as the 

OAS and ALN and their respective supporters indulged 

their bloodlust in assassinations, bombings and further 

massacres. By 1961 the Soviets were smuggling arms into 

Algeria and neighboring Tunisia, including 30 mm anti-

aircraft guns that enabled the insurgents to do real damage 

to French air assets. The French shot down at least one Soviet 

Right: Unable to beat the French on the battlefield, the Algerian rebels 
increasingly resorted to such terrorist techniques as car bombs. Below 
right: The French army met street demonstrations with overwhelming 
force, using tanks and armored cars. Opposite: A French soldier hurries 
a family from a neighborhood in Algiers to be searched for FLN fighters.
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Ilyushin Il-14 cargo plane and damaged another off the 

Algerian coast. Meanwhile, de Gaulle continued his efforts 

toward disengagement.

The FLN, realizing the war would end in independence no 

matter what its losses were, turned its efforts to establishing 

a well-equipped, 20,000-man conventional army, stationed 

in Tunisia. Its mission was not to fight the French but to 

await their inevitable departure and then become Algeria’s 

official army.

The war ended with a whimper in March 1962 when the 

French government declared a cease-fire and the warring 

parties signed accords granting Algeria independence, which 

became official in July. The French military had performed 

superbly, all but destroying the FLN/ALN. Yet politically 

the insurgents emerged victorious. 

In the wake of the accords the FLN gave the pieds-noirs a 

choice it termed “the suitcase or the coffin,” meaning flight 

to France or death in Algeria. Most fled, but not before FLN 

troops massacred scores of European residents in Oran, and 

the OAS bombed hundreds of Algerian targets, both military 

and civilian, across the country. Casualty estimates from the 

eight-year conflict vary wildly. French authorities placed 

their military death toll at more than 25,000, with an addi-

tional 3,000 European civilians killed. Estimates of Algerian 

war dead range from 350,000 to more than 1 million. What 

is certain is that Algerian citizens suffered the brunt of the 

violence, at the hands of both French and insurgent forces.

France would never be the same. Its status as a world 

power was diminished, its army dispirited and resentful. 

Citizens were embarrassed by what had been done in their 

name, and for four decades “Algerian War” was a phrase 

better left unspoken in France. If any good came of the dirty 

war, it is that its tactical lessons on counterinsurgency opera-

tions were learned and relearned in Iraq, Afghanistan and 

other Middle East conflicts. Fighters of future “asymmetric” 

wars will doubtless face and learn those lessons again. MH

Stephan Wilkinson has traveled throughout Tunisia and 
Morocco as a writer for Condé Nast Traveler and is a 

frequent contributor to Military History. For further  

reading he recommends A Savage War of Peace: Algeria 

1954–1962, by Alistair Horne, and Algeria: France’s 

Undeclared War, by Martin Evans.U
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We recognize these men and women for their celebrity— 
but who recalls their service?  By Roger Di Silvestro

D
uring World War II several notable celebrities stepped out of the limelight to join the fight 

in Europe and the Pacific, some performing as valiantly in real life as they had on-screen. 

David Niven, Charles Durning and James Doohan (“Scotty” of Star Trek fame) landed with 

the troops in Normandy on D-Day. Royal Air Force bomber crewman Donald Pleasence was 

shot down and imprisoned in Germany. Also serving in Europe, Clark Gable did a turn as 

a U.S. Army Air Forces B-17 gunner, while Jimmy Stewart commanded a USAAF bomb wing 

and f lew more than 20 combat sorties. Others gave their lives, notably swing bandleader and 

USAAF Major Glenn Miller, whose plane disappeared over the English Channel.

Not all who served saw combat, of course, but some still had to face the vicissitudes of fame. 

Perhaps no draftee ever drew as much attention as Elvis Presley. While an Army barber sheared his 

’50s rocker ducktail, press photographers fired off flashbulbs to the accompaniment of cheers from 

concerned parents and howls from teen girls nationwide, who bemoaned the loss of their idol’s 

dark, shiny locks. “The King” subsequently served a quiet two-year stint in West Germany.

The award for best merger of military service and celebrity status goes to Audie Murphy, a Texas 

sharecropper’s son who entered the Army underage and underweight but became one of the 

most-decorated soldiers in U.S. military history. His World War II heroics led to an acting career, 

including a starring role as himself in To Hell and Back, a 1955 film based on his war memoir.

Among the familiar faces on the following pages, some were common soldiers before they were stars, 

and some were stars who became common soldiers. All blended into the great, anonymous mass of 

a citizen combat force to face the great equalizer on equal terms. MH
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JIMI HENDRIX, 
despite a reluctant  
attitude, did earn  
his 101st Airborne  
Division jump wings 
during a 1961–62  
stint in the U.S. Army.
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OLIVER STONE 
U.S. Army 
1967–68

JOHNNY CASH  
U.S. Air Force
1950–54

ERNEST BORGNINE  
U.S. Navy
1935–45

JAMES EARL JONES  
U.S. Army
1953–55

JOSEPHINE BAKER 
French Resistance
1939–45



PAUL NEWMAN  
U.S. Navy
1943–46

DON HO  
U.S. Air Force
1954–59

LEE MARVIN 
U.S. Marine Corps
1942–45

ELVIS PRESLEY 
U.S. Army
1958–60

AUDIE MURPHY  
U.S. Army, 1942– 
45; Texas Army 
National Guard, 
1950–66; U.S. Army 
Reserve, 1966–69

HUMPHREY BOGART 
U.S. Navy 
1918–19



GENE HACKMAN  
U.S. Marine Corps
1946–50

STEVE MCQUEEN  
U.S. Marine Corps
1947–50

HENRY FONDA  
U.S. Navy 
1942–45

JULIA CHILD 
Office of Strategic 
Services 
1942–45

WILLIE MAYS  
U.S. Army
1952–54
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ROCKY BLEIER  
U.S. Army
1968–70

JAMES STEWART 
U.S. Army Air Forces,
1941–45; USAAF 
Reserve, 1945–47;  
U.S. Air Force  
Reserve, 1947–68

JAMES GARNER  
U.S. Army 
1950–52

ADAM DRIVER  
U.S. Marine Corps
2002–04

CLARK GABLE  
U.S. Army Air Forces 
1942–44

JACKIE COOGAN  
U.S. Army Air Forces
1941–45
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Emerging from exile after  
his brother’s murder, the  
Corinthian general sought  
and found redemption in Sicily   
By Richard Tada

TIMOLEON’S 
TRIALS AND 
TRIUMPHS
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What we know of 
Timoleon largely 
derives from the 
writings of Greek 
historians Plutarch 
and Diodorus Siculus. 
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T
he tale should serve as inspiration for geezers 

everywhere: A general in his 60s leads a scratch 

force of low-quality mercenaries and wins a 

series of victories over domestic despots and 

foreign aggressors. Such is the story of Timoleon, 

a Greek general from the city-state of Corinth 

who crossed over into the Greek-populated 

portion of Sicily. Between 344 BC, when he 

arrived on the island, and his retirement in 

337/36 BC he cast down tyrants and defeated an attempt 

by the Carthaginians to overrun the entire island.

Or did he?

Any historian seeking to appraise Timoleon’s military accom-

plishments immediately runs into difficulties, the first of 

which might be called the “too good to be true” conundrum. 

The principal historical source for details on the Greek 

general’s exploits is the 1st century Greek historian Plu-

tarch, who in his Parallel Lives presents Timoleon as a 

f lawless hero who rarely, if ever, got anything wrong. 

As modern historian R.J.A. Talbert puts it, Plutarch’s Timo-

leon is a man “who always takes the most correct and honor-

able course of action in any situation.” In so doing, Plutarch 

does his subject no favor but only makes Timoleon’s exploits 

harder to believe.

A related problem arises from Plutarch’s belief the gen-

eral received a helping hand from supernatural forces 

—that the Greek gods were apparently Timoleon’s great-

est boosters. Plutarch records that Timoleon, before sailing 

for Sicily, went to the shrine at Delphi to make a sacrifice 

to Apollo. As he did so, a wreath fell from the altar and 

landed on his head—an omen of victory. Later, as Timo-

leon’s fleet set sail for Sicily, a divine fire shone torchlike 

from the night sky to illuminate its course. Such tales help 

clarify Plutarch’s mind-set, but they are of little value 

to someone seeking to learn how Timoleon managed to 

accomplish so much with so little.

Fortunately, there is an earlier, alternate source for 

Timoleon’s career, within Book 16 of Bibliotheca Historica, 

the multivolume history written by Greek historian Dio-

dorus Siculus in the 1st century BC. While Diodorus, too, 

takes a generally favorable view of Timoleon, he also de-

scribes instances when the Corinthian general was willing 

to play dirty. Diodorus thus supplements Plutarch, who, 

in Talbert’s words, “tends to omit information that does not 

reflect well on Timoleon.” 

One of Timoleon’s less savory chapters occurred in the 

360s BC when he allowed assassins to slay his brother 

Timophanes. Entrusted by the Corinthians with a defen-

sive force of 400 mercenaries, Timophanes instead used 

them to summarily execute leading citizens and seize 

control of the city-state. Timoleon—who had earlier saved 

Timophanes’ life in battle—was horrified by his brother’s 

misdeeds and beseeched him to back down and make 

amends. After one last appeal to reason failed, Timoleon 

stepped aside and, as previously agreed, allowed two com-

panions to draw their swords and kill Timophanes. As 

Plutarch puts it, Timoleon had “set his country before his 

family.” But Timoleon was tormented by the death of his 

brother, and when his mother condemned him, he sank 

into depression and withdrew from public life for nearly 

two decades, emerging from his self-exile around 346 BC. 

Sicily—the scene of Timoleon’s comeback—was a battle-

ground in the mid-4th century BC. The Greeks had settled 

largely in coastal colonies, except in western Sicily, which 

remained in the hands of Carthage, the powerful Phoenician 

city-state in North Africa best known for its titanic conflicts 

with Rome (the Punic Wars, from the Latin term for Phoeni-

cians) that broke out the next century. The island’s Cartha- 

ginians and Greeks had already fought several wars. Tyrants 

at the head of mercenary armies ruled most of the Greek 

cities, a reality historians often pin on the Carthaginians 

—the argument going that Greek rulers needed to exercise 

firm control in order to guard against the Punic threat.

By the 4th century BC, however, many of the mercenaries 

had broken free of their employers and thrown Sicily into 

chaos. Many of the island’s cities fell under the control of 

mercenary leaders, the most powerful of whom was Hicetas, 

the tyrant of Leontini, to the north of Syracuse. R
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Timoleon tacitly allowed
assassins to murder his 
brother, Timophanes, after 
the latter seized control of 
Corinth with a mercenary 
army and presumed to rule
the city-state as a tyrant.
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A scarcity of sources makes a detailed history of Carthage 

difficult to reconstruct. But the sources provide a rough idea 

of what transpired there in the mid-4th century BC. Around 

350 BC—while Timoleon remained mired in depression—

political opponents of Hanno, one of the city-state’s leading 

officials, accused him of treason, tortured him to death and 

exiled his son Gisco. Once in power, Hanno’s opponents 

needed a military victory to legitimize their rule and looked 

to Sicily to provide one. Seeking first to expand their influ-

ence on the island, they forged alliances with some Greek 

mercenary leaders. Among those who allied with the Car-

thaginians was Hicetas, who sought Punic aid in his war 

against Dionysius the Younger, tyrant of Syracuse, the most 

powerful Greek city on the island.

Accordingly, a fleet of Carthaginian triremes arrived off 

the east coast of Sicily and blockaded the Great Harbor of 

Syracuse. Terrified Syracusans promptly sent a delegation to 

Corinth, Syracuse’s mother city, to ask for help (colonists 

from Corinth had first settled Syracuse in the 8th century BC).

That’s when Timoleon re-enters the story. In response to 

the Syracusan appeal, the Corinthian assembly approved 

an expedition to Sicily and appointed Timoleon to lead it. 

That in itself suggests they hadn’t taken the threat very 

seriously—after all, they put an elderly recluse in charge 

of a token force. Furthermore, the assembly apparently 

gave Timoleon little or no money to recruit mercenaries, 

thus he was forced to accept men no one else was willing 

to hire. In an earlier war some of these same men had plun-

dered the sacred treasures at Delphi—an act of sacrilege 

that prompted most potential employers to shun them. 

Talbert suggests Timoleon was reduced to offering his men 

only rations or money enough to buy them. His men would 

have to earn their wages by seizing it as booty. At any rate, 

in 344 BC Timoleon sailed for Sicily with a force of fewer 

than 1,000 men. 

En route Timoleon learned Hicetas had defeated Dio-

nysius and driven him into the offshore fortress of Ortygia, 

among the initial sites of Greek settlement in Syracuse. 

In the 6th century BC the Greeks had built a causeway to 

the island. Behind the jetty formed by Ortygia and the 

causeway lay the Great Harbor of Syracuse, across which 

the Carthaginian fleet lay at anchor.

Timoleon’s first task was to defeat Hicetas.

The first clash between Timoleon and the tyrant of Leontini 

came at the Sicilian town of Adranum, southwest of Mount 

Etna. Loyalties there were divided: Some welcomed Hicetas 

and the Carthaginians, while others issued an invitation to 

Timoleon. The respective armies—Hicetas with 5,000 men, 

and Timoleon fielding perhaps 1,200 (Plutarch’s figure, 

suggesting Timoleon had recruited reinforcements after 

landing in Sicily)—converged on Adranum at the same time.

Late on the second day of Timoleon’s march his offi-

cers had halted the column for rest and food when their 

commander came up. Having received word Hicetas’ army 

had reached Adranum and was making camp, the Corin-

thian general urged his men to press on. 

If they struck quickly, he explained, they 

could take their preoccupied enemy by 

surprise. Timoleon then snatched up his 

shield and marched to the head of the 

column, inspiring his weary men to their 

feet. From that glorious moment the scales 

tilted in Timoleon’s favor, remaining there 

for the rest of his Sicilian campaign. 

The column did achieve complete surprise, catching 

Hicetas’ men as they set up tents and prepared food. While 

most—including Hicetas himself—managed to escape, 

Timoleon’s men killed some 300 of the enemy and cap-

tured twice as many. With swift and decisive action the 

aging general had won his critical first victory. 

Timoleon next had to deal with Syracuse, where Dio-

nysius remained holed up in Ortygia. The besieged tyrant 

sent envoys to Timoleon, offering to surrender Ortygia 

(likely assuming he could get better terms from the Corin-

thian than from Hicetas), and Timoleon jumped at his offer. 

He infiltrated 400 men into Ortygia—in batches, possibly 

aboard boats small enough to slip between the triremes of 

the blockading Carthaginian fleet. These men took control 

of the fortress and military supplies, and Dionysius turned 

over to Timoleon 2,000 of his own soldiers. Finally, Dio-

nysius left Ortygia by boat and surrendered to Timoleon, 

who sent him to live in exile in Corinth. 

According to Plutarch, fewer than 50 days had elapsed 

between Timoleon’s landing in Sicily and Dionysius’ sur-

render. In the spring of 343 BC, having learned of the vic-

tory, Corinth dispatched 2,000 infantrymen and 200 cavalry 

to Sicily as reinforcements. They were necessary, as Hicetas 

still held the mainland districts of Syracuse. Earlier in the 

campaign he had not advertised his alliance with the Car-

thaginians. But after a failed attempt at engineering Timo-

leon’s assassination, Hicetas dropped the mask and openly 

acted in association with them. At his invitation the Car-

thaginian commander Mago sent 150 ships into the Great 

Harbor and landed some 60,000 infantrymen to reinforce 

Hicetas’ men—the first and last time Carthaginian troops 

set foot in Syracuse. 

Yet the alliance between Hicetas and Mago was a shaky 

one and achieved nothing. They moved to attack Timo-

leon’s supply base at Catana, up the coast from Syracuse, 

but on their departure Neon, Timoleon’s commander in 

Ortygia, noted that Hicetas’ remaining men in Syracuse F
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The Corinthian general urged his men to press on. 
If they struck quickly, he explained, they could 
take their preoccupied enemy by surprise



had let down their guard. He, in turn, led a sortie from the 

fortress and captured the mainland district of Achradina. 

When Hicetas and Mago got word and rushed back to Syra-

cuse, they discovered Neon had fortified the perimeter of 

Achradina, and they were unable to retake it. 

At that critical juncture the Greek mercenaries in the 

Carthaginian army started fraternizing with Timoleon’s 

mercenaries, and Mago—suspecting treachery—panicked. 

According to Plutarch, the Carthaginian general had been 

unenthusiastic from the outset about the campaign in Sicily. 

Now, despite Hicetas’ entreaties, Mago abruptly withdrew 

his troops and sailed back to Carthage. Some historians 

have speculated Mago may have had additional reasons for 

his withdrawal, possibly related to the political situation 

back home. But Talbert, for one, considers it sensible to 

“abandon the presumption that Mago’s reasons for leaving 

Syracuse were logical.” 

Whatever the impetus, Hicetas was on his own, and 

Timoleon soon took the rest of Syracuse away from him, 

probably in the latter half of 343 BC. Plutarch’s account of 

the event seems dubious. He claims Timoleon immediately 

launched a three-pronged attack on the city and took it with-

out sustaining a single casualty, killed or wounded. Plutarch 

credits the outcome to Timoleon’s astonishingly good luck, 

making an over-the-top statement to that effect: “Those who 

hear his story may wonder at his happy successes more than 

at his laudable efforts.”

Finding such a scenario improbable, Talbert proposes 

Hicetas may have made a secret deal with Timoleon to 

hand over Syracuse, but only after a token fight. This would 

have saved face on both sides—Hicetas would come off well 

for not having seemed to surrender Syracuse without a 

fight, and Timoleon would record a victory and not have 

to explain why he cut a deal with a tyrant.

However it happened, Timoleon had wrested control of 

Syracuse. He found it a wreck, devastated and depopulated 

by years of warfare. His first action was to demolish Dio-

nysius’ citadel as the symbol of tyranny. He invited the 

remaining citizens to join him; Plutarch writes the Syra-

cusans “demolished not only the citadel but also the palaces 

and the tombs of the tyrants.”

Timoleon then issued a call to the Greek mainland, 

inviting exiles and colonists to repopulate Syracuse and its 

environs. That would eventually happen, but in the short 

term the impoverished city-state was unable to contribute 

much to Timoleon’s efforts to pay his mercenaries. Appreci-
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Left: A 19th-century edition of Plutarch’s Lives for Boys and Girls 
depicts Timoleon setting sail for Sicily in 344 BC. Center: The Greek 
general and his mercenaries engaged Carthaginian troops near 
Syracuse in the spring of 343 BC. Bottom: After capturing the Sicilian 
city—according to Plutarch, without suffering a single casualty—
Timoleon accepts the accolades of the newly liberated residents. 



52 MILITARY HISTORY SEPTEMBER 2016

ating the danger posed by idle troops, he sent some of them 

west into Carthaginian territory to pillage and plunder. 

Diodorus notes the Corinthian general sold off the collected 

loot and was thus able to pay off his “contractors.”

Diodorus also relates an incident that casts Timoleon in 

a less than noble light. After the general and his troops took 

the strategically placed town of Entella from the Cartha- 

ginians, he ordered the execution of “the 15 persons who 

were the strongest supporters of the Carthaginians.” Far 

from a kindly old gent, Timoleon was willing to act ruth-

lessly when necessary. Diodorus also mentions another 

somewhat embarrassing event omitted by Plutarch—a 

failed siege by Timoleon of Hicetas’ home base at Leontini.

When Mago returned home in disgrace from Syracuse, the 

Carthaginians were furious to learn he had retreated with-

out a fight—so furious, in fact, Mago was compelled to 

commit suicide. On news that Timoleon’s mercenaries were 

raiding Punic territory in Sicily, the Carthaginians—

having so abruptly “terminated” their commander—simply 

organized a new expeditionary force. According to Plu-

tarch, their aim was “to drive the Greeks out of all Sicily.” 

The Carthaginians enlisted soldiers from all levels of so-

ciety (including members of their noble class) and drew con-

scripts from among their Libyan subjects. By lavishing money 

on mercenaries, they were able to further boost the size of 

their army—Plutarch reports a total force of 70,000. By the 

spring of 341 BC—less than two years after Timoleon’s cap-

ture of Syracuse—their army was ready to cross over to Sicily. 

In the face of the Carthaginian invasion Hicetas agreed to 

a truce with Timoleon and lent him troops. Talbert suggests 

Hicetas may have finally recognized the gravity of the Punic 

threat and realized Timoleon was the only one in a position 

to defeat it. Plutarch doesn’t mention the truce, perhaps out 

of his intent on making Hicetas the arch villain of the piece, 

a figure utterly void of redeeming qualities. 

With the addition of Hicetas’ men and others recruited 

from among the Greek cities of Sicily, Timoleon amassed 

an army of 11,000 (Diodorus’ more likely figure). Display-

ing audacity once again, he chose to meet the Carthagin-

ians on their home turf and led his army west from Syracuse. 

After eight days of marching, he met the Carthaginians at 

the River Crimisus (present-day River Freddo), which flows 

into the Tyrrhenian Sea on the north coast of Sicily. Some 

of the Corinthian general’s mercenaries lost their nerve 

at the thought of facing a vastly larger Carthaginian force 

in the open. Timoleon dismissed 1,000 of them; Diodorus 

praises Timoleon for retaining the others’ loyalty through 

“tactful handling.” 

Plutarch’s description of the ensuing battle is so vivid 

that it must have been derived from an eyewitness account. 

It was the early summer of 341 BC, and Timoleon and his 

men climbed a hill overlooking the river. At first a thick 

mist impeded their view. As the sun rose and dispersed 

the mist, the Corinthians looked down and saw the Cartha- 

ginian army crossing the Crimisus. 

War chariots led the way, followed by the 

Punic elite—10,000 foot soldiers bearing 

white shields. These were the Carthaginian 

citizen infantry; 2,500 of them formed the 

Sacred Band, recruited from among the 

wealthy aristocrats. After the Carthaginian 

citizens came contingents of their subject 

peoples, straggling along (according to Plu-

tarch) “in tumultuous confusion.” 

At the moment of crossing Timoleon noted the river had 

divided the Carthaginian army into vulnerable segments. 

He therefore ordered his cavalry to immediately attack the 

citizen-soldiers before they could deploy into battle array. 

Descending to the plain, he arrayed his own army for 

battle—the Syracusans and best mercenaries in the center, 

the Sicilian Greeks and remaining mercenaries on the 

wings. Watching the action on the river, Timoleon saw that 

the enemy chariots had stymied his cavalry by driving back 

and forth across the Carthaginian front, making a mass 

charge impossible. After redirecting his horsemen to attack 

the enemy flanks, the Corinthian general ordered his in-

fantry to lock shields, and he personally led the charge 

against the enemy line.

The Carthaginians resisted stubbornly for a time, the 

outcome remaining in doubt. But then—as if on cue to 

prove the gods truly were on Timoleon’s side—a fearsome 

thunderstorm broke out, bringing torrential rain, hail and 

wind that blew directly into the Carthaginians’ faces. As 

the ground turned to mud, the Punic soldiers slipped and 

fell, their heavy armor making it all but impossible for them 

to rise. The Greeks soon broke their ranks, sending the 

Carthaginians fleeing back toward the river. They in turn 

crashed into the contingents of their army still fording 

the Crimisus, and predictable chaos ensued. The Cartha- 

ginian army disintegrated into a melee of frightened, flee-

ing individuals whom the pursuing Greeks easily cut down. 

According to Plutarch, 10,000 of the enemy—including 

virtually all of the citizen-soldiers—were killed.

Historian G.T. Griffith renders a concise verdict on 

the battle: “Crimisus proved conclusively that a horde of 

barbarians with a few picked troops from Carthage was no 

match for a much smaller army of trained and experienced 

Greek soldiers.” The Greeks stripped the Carthaginian 

dead of their beautiful armor and plundered the enemy 

camp. Plutarch notes that Timoleon’s tent was “heaped 

about with all sorts of spoils.”

With the fighting at an end, Timoleon was able  
to turn to the reconstruction of Greek Sicily.  
It was a resounding success
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Word soon reached Carthage about the devastating defeat 

at Crimisus. Fearing Timoleon might strike them at home, 

the rulers took a drastic step, recalling Gisco, son of Hanno, 

the statesman they had overthrown and tortured to death. 

Diodorus suggests Gisco’s military skill made him indis-

pensable. In answering the call, Gisco took only symbolic 

revenge against his father’s killers, briefly placing his foot 

on their necks as they prostrated themselves before him.

Gisco promptly sailed to Sicily and on arrival found local 

allies. Though Hicetas had earlier furnished Timoleon with 

troops, the seeming turnaround prompted Hicetas and a 

fellow tyrant named Mamercus to again join forces with the 

Carthaginians. They won a few fights but in the long run 

could not prevail over Timoleon’s enthusiastic troops. 

Timoleon captured Hicetas and his son and had them exe-

cuted as traitors. Mamercus later surrendered and, after a 

failed suicide attempt, was crucified. For his part, Gisco 

managed to salvage Carthage’s interests in Sicily by nego-

tiating a status quo treaty with Timoleon.

With the fighting at an end, Timoleon was able to turn 

to the reconstruction of Greek Sicily. It was a resounding 

success—Diodorus and Plutarch agree the Greek cities 

prospered as never before, and archaeological evidence 

affirms their claim. The Corinthian general finally retired 

around 337/36 BC when his eyesight began to fail, but he 

continued to receive honors from the Syracusans—Plutarch 

states that whenever important business came before the as-

sembly, the delegates would consult Timoleon before making 

a decision. To all appearances Timoleon was indeed a great 

leader, if not quite the plaster saint depicted by Plutarch.

With that in mind, there’s one last incident to consider. 

Before Timoleon forged his treaty with the Carthaginians, 

he did something that casts a pall on his career. Plutarch, 

to his credit, mentions it. The vengeful Syracusans had seized 

Hicetas’ wives, daughters and close friends and brought them 

to trial before the assembly. It was almost certainly the sort 

of “trial” in which the verdict is predetermined, for they were 

all put to death. “This would seem to have been the most 

displeasing thing in Timoleon’s career,” writes Plutarch, “for 

if he had opposed it, the women would not have been thus 

put to death.” Apparently in this instance Timoleon lacked 

moral courage and instead became complicit in mass murder.

Early in life Timoleon had allowed his brother to die 

because he was guilty. Late in life he allowed a group of 

women to die though they were innocent. While he basked 

in the praise of the Syracusans, one wonders whether he con-

sidered they had led him to betray his own principles. MH

Richard Tada has a doctorate in history from the Univer- 
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ing he recommends The Age of Alexander, translated by  
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by Dexter Hoyos; and Syracuse, City of Legends: A Glory  
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Minting 
Mythology

After defeating the
Carthaginians and

signing a status quo 
treaty with them in 338 BC,

Timoleon turned to restoring 
Greek Sicily, seemingly to its
benefit. To ensure financial 
stability, he ordered the 
construction of a mint and 
the issuance of standardized 
coinage bearing the faces of 
various mythological gods.
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British commando Peter Kemp did just  
as Churchill ordered, fighting oppression  
in Europe and elsewhere  By Adam Nettina

‘SET 
EUROPE 
ABLAZE!’
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In the summer of 1943, after staging raids in 
occupied France, Kemp (at left, wearing fez)  
aided the resistance movements in Albania.



O
ne can only imagine what was going through 

Peter Kemp’s mind as his Soviet captors drove 

him toward the imposing facade of Moscow’s 

infamous Lubyanka Prison in February 1945. 

The grim facility wasn’t just the home of the 

Soviet secret police, it was the architectural 

incarnation of fear and control Kemp had 

been fighting from the outset of the year in 

the closing months of World War II. After 

six weeks of dodging both German patrols and advancing 

Soviet armies in the confused battle for Poland, Kemp’s 

fate must have seemed both ironic and fitting. 

The irony was that Kemp wasn’t, at least in any official 

sense, an enemy of the Soviet Union. In fact, the British 

Special Operations Executive (SOE) commando had worked 

alongside Soviet soldiers only weeks before to disrupt Ger- 

man operations in occupied Poland. Yet for Kemp the un-

fortunate details that had led the Soviets to capture him 

and his team probably didn’t alleviate his fear. After all, 

years before he had fought against some of the same commu-

nist soldiers who now held him prisoner. To some degree 

an ignominious fate in a Soviet gulag may have seemed  

an understandable end.

Fortunately for Kemp the drive by Lubyanka was but  

a passing moment. Within a few hours the tension of his 

captivity melted away through diplomacy. A footnote in 

the complicated Allied diplomatic history of World War II, 

it was just another episode in the Englishman’s decade-long 

flirtation with strife and danger.

K
emp’s path to becoming one of Britain’s foremost 

World War II commandos began in Spain. While 

some 2,000 Englishmen volunteered for service 

with the communist-backed Republican army 

during the Spanish Civil War, Kemp was one of a 

handful of Britons who fought for the Nationalists.

The recent Cambridge graduate began his service in Spain 

with the Requetés, a monarchist and staunchly Catholic 

paramilitary force drawn from the Carlists of Navarre. 

A more unlikely candidate for service with the red-bereted 

soldiers could not have been found; Kemp, neither loyal to 

the House of Bourbon nor Roman Catholic, also hadn’t 

been personally affected by the “Red Terror” political vio-

lence that had incited the conservative uprising. Still, he 

had been appalled at the bloodshed in the days preceding the 

July 1936 outbreak of the civil war, explaining to a friend he 

couldn’t stand by while leftist mobs murdered people “simply 

because they were priests or nuns” or “because they had 

a little money or property.” 

Perhaps an equal motivator was the thirst for adventure 

that characterized the rest of his life. He told the same friend 

he wasn’t yet ready to become a lawyer, and the opportunity 

to fight in a foreign country was “a splendid chance for me 

to go out on my own, to see a strange country and get to 

know its people and language, also to learn something 

about modern warfare.” 

Little did he know how much he’d learn about warfare 

over the following decade. 

Kemp’s service in the Nationalist army reads like a narra-

tive of the civil war. He participated in the siege of Madrid 

and battles of Jarama and Bilbao. In 1937 he left the Requetés 

and joined the elite Spanish Legion—becoming one of the 

few foreign officers in the ranks—and participated in the 

counteroffensive that reclaimed Teruel in early 1938. 

A gifted writer and storyteller, Kemp wrote about his 

experiences in his 1957 memoir, Mine Were of Trouble. In it 

he displays a penchant for building suspense, offers the 

occasional real-life comedic anecdote and writes with poi-

gnant honesty about the darker side of the conflict. Of special 

note is an incident in March 1938 when Kemp interrogated 

a captured Irishman who claimed to be a Republican deserter. 

While Kemp had doubts about the man’s story, he decided 

to try to save him from certain summary execution. Kemp 

made small talk with the prisoner as he appealed to one su-

perior officer after another to spare the Irishman’s life, even-

tually making his way to a high-ranking colonel. Passionately 

explaining the prisoner’s claims and confidently adding 

his own plea for the man’s life, Kemp received a curt answer. 

“Just take him away and shoot him.”

There was nothing Kemp could do, and as two escorts 

trailed behind to ensure he carried out the order, he felt 

sickening dread and guilt. “I’ve got to shoot you!” Kemp 

stammered to his prisoner. “Oh, my God!” gasped the 

Irishman. Then, realizing Kemp had done all he could, and 

that the situation would have been the same had their posi-

tions been reversed, the man held out his hand and said 

a simple thank-you. “God bless you!” replied Kemp. And 

with that he stepped back and ordered his escorts to shoot 

the Irishman, forever ashamed of his role in the execution. 

Kemp’s sojourn in Spain soon came to an abrupt end. 

In July 1938 an exploding mortar round mangled his hands 

and nearly tore off his jaw, wounding him so grievously 

that his fellow legionnaires considered leaving him un-

treated, as they didn’t expect him to live more than a few IM
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Tasked with supporting anti-German resistance 
across the occupied regions of Europe, Kemp  
and his fellow SOE operatives supplied the  
various movements with demolition explosives, 
weapons and even fake feet, intended to be  
worn over shoes to confuse German patrols. 
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hours. But Kemp defied their expectations, surviving sev-

eral surgeries and eventually recovering enough strength 

to return to England. The following July, a few months after 

Francisco Franco’s Nationalist forces had wrested control 

of Spain, Kemp returned to apply for a discharge from the 

legion. There he met Franco face to face, politely listening 

as the victorious caudillo spoke of the dangers posed by the 

Soviet Union and how Britain would have to take the lead 

in the fight against communism in the years to come. When 

the time came for Kemp to leave, Franco asked Kemp what 

he’d do now the war was over.

“Join the British army for this coming war,” Kemp re-

sponded, aware of the dangers posed by both Adolf Hitler 

and Joseph Stalin.

Franco smiled. “I don’t think there will be a war.”

Not for Spain, but Kemp’s war had only just begun.

S
eptember 1939 saw Hitler invade Poland, Britain 

declare war on Germany and Kemp’s uncle lecture 

him on how the British army should let him wear 

his Spanish decorations. A more pressing concern 

for Kemp was whether he’d be allowed to fight at 

all. Initially rejected for service by a medical board 

due to his injuries, he turned to military connections, 

which led to his recruitment by a mysterious organization 

he later recalled “seemed to have no name.”

The covert agency was MI(R)—the Military Intelligence 

(Research) department of the British War Office. A fore-

runner of the SOE, MI(R) was a consolidation of various 

military initiatives directed toward unconventional warfare. 

The organization gained importance in the wake of the 1940 

German invasion of Norway, when partisan operations came 

into favor as a way to combat the Nazis. As the Germans 

rolled across France, Kemp and fellow commandos were 

setting up one of the early SOE training courses in England. 

And by February 1941 Kemp’s superiors had promised him 

an assignment, with the forewarning, “Hardship shall be 

your mistress, danger your constant companion.”

The location was familiar—Spain, which British intel-

ligence claimed Hitler was primed to invade. But the only 

dangers Kemp confronted were bar fights in Gibraltar and 

a depth-charge attack from a British destroyer that mistook 

the Royal Navy submarine transporting him for a German 

U-boat. As 1941 rolled on, and the German invasion of 

Russia convinced the British a Spanish invasion was not 

imminent, Kemp returned to London. There he met Major 

Gus March-Phillipps, head of a British commando unit, 

a man Kemp thought “combined the idealism of a Crusader 

with the severity of a professional soldier.” With his deputy, 

Captain Geoffrey Appleyard, March-Phillipps devised a 

plan to stage cross-channel raids on German signal and 

observation posts. While small in scale, these raids would 

yield prisoners for interrogation and also keep the Germans 

off balance along the entire occupied coast of Europe, hope-

fully forcing them to redeploy units from other theaters. 

In Kemp’s first operation with the team March-Phillipps 

led a dozen commandos in a nighttime raid on a German- 

occupied lighthouse on the Casquets rocks, just northwest 

of Alderney in the Channel Islands. Kemp vividly described 

the action in his 1958 memoir, No Colours or Crest, relating 

how the commandos, having slipped silently ashore from 

their rubber boat, caught the seven-man enemy garrison 

“with their pants down—or rather, with their pajamas on.” 

Kemp, however, was injured when a fellow commando’s 

knife accidently pierced his thigh. It proved a fortunate 

wound, as he was not with the team 10 days later when it 

met disaster during a raid on the Normandy coast of occu-

pied France. Soon after March-Phillipps and his men 

dragged their boat ashore, a German patrol discovered 

the commandos and bracketed them with machine gun 

fire and grenades. The major and two others were killed, 

the others all ultimately captured. 

Kemp had little time to mourn. Two months later he 

led a nine-man team on a nighttime attack on a German 

signal station at Point de Plouézec on the Brittany coast. 

His commander specifically instructed him to avoid casu-

alties: “Remember, Peter, I don’t want any Foreign Legion 

stuff on this party!”

As it turned out, the raid would need plenty of that 

“stuff.” After discovering mines, barbed wire and sentries 

guarding the position, Kemp realized the only way to take 

the station would be by frontal attack. Splitting his men 

into three groups, he led one squad and nearly managed to 

sneak into position to launch the attack.

Nearly. 

As one of the commandos thumbed a grenade, the two 

enemy sentries on duty heard the metallic click and realized 

the threat. Before the Germans could react, however, the 

grenade detonated with a deafening blast, the sentries 

dropped, screaming in agony, and the commandos rushed 

the guardhouse with Thompson submachine guns blazing. 

A lone German fired wildly as they approached, but a quick 

gun burst from Kemp and another man knocked him down. 

The commandos killed another German foolish enough to 

rush into their path, but just as Kemp had rallied his men 

at the enemy position, the German garrison came to life. 

Machine gun fire poured out of adjacent buildings, and 

Kemp, realizing his team faced more than a dozen enemy 

troops, ordered a retreat. After running headlong through 

a posted minefield, the commandos scrambled down a cliff, 

tumbled into their assault craft and paddled safely back to 

their waiting motor torpedo boat just as a German flare 

turned the darkness into daylight.

With no prisoners to show for his raid, Kemp composed 

his after-action report feeling like a defeated man. Unknown 

to him at the time, however, then Major Appleyard—who 

had succeeded March-Phillipps as unit commander—

included the report in a briefing to British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill. According to Appleyard, Churchill 

blurted an enthusiastic one-word response: “Good!” F
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K
emp’s attack on the Brittany coast was the last 

small-scale raid the SOE undertook in France. His 

unit disbanded in early 1943, and once again he 

found himself as a commando without a com-

mand. That changed in the summer of 1943 when 

he volunteered for service in Albania.

His Balkan mission got off to a rocky start. During the 

parachute insertion Kemp, while complacently admiring 

“the soothing, pastoral scene” on his descent, missed the 

drop zone and suffered a concussion. Once he’d regained 

his senses, he met with William McLean and David Smiley, 

the British liaison officers who ran the mission in-country. 

They did not have welcome news. Albania, like much of the 

Balkans, may have been under Axis occupation, but that 

hadn’t kept its various political, ethnic and religious factions 

from infighting, often violently. 

Over the next several months Kemp found partisans in 

the communist National Liberation Movement (abbreviated 

LNC in Albanian) reluctant to ambush weaker German and 

Italian columns yet all too willing to battle their countrymen 

in the rightist National Front. On one occasion Kemp noted 

that an LNC brigade commander leading 800 fighters refused 

to attack a platoon of 20 Germans—ostensibly for fear of 

casualties. Only years later did Kemp learn the commander 

had refused to fight that day because he was preserving his 

force for the much larger civil war to follow (the man was 

Mehmet Shehu, Albania’s communist premier from 1954 

to 1981). On more than one occasion Kemp was forced 

to bargain with Shehu and Enver Hoxha, the immediate 

postwar communist dictator of Albania. 

Kemp’s work in Albania—training peasants to become 

guerrillas, coordinating ambushes and battalion-sized 

operations, taking reports and mediating disputes between 

rival warlords—was very much that of a modern-day special 

forces adviser. The partisan negotiations often felt like a 

losing battle. The fluid game of alliance and backstabbing 

spiraled even further out of control in the wake of Italy’s 

September 1943 surrender and the resultant influx of Italian 

soldiers into the ranks of the various anti-Nazi groups. Yet 

Kemp took on such challenges daily in rugged backcountry 

conditions. Buoyed by airdrops from Cairo and hospitality 

wherever he could find it, he ranged between Albania and 

Kosovo throughout the summer and fall of 1943. 

In so doing, he had many close calls with the Germans, 

who aggressively occupied Albania in September, helped in 

part by National Front supporters who feared a communist 

takeover. On one occasion north of Peshkopi, a German con-

tingent attacked the house in which Kemp was staying. 
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Among the tools of the trade available to Kemp, his colleagues  
and their resistance allies were, from top left, the Fairbairn-Sykes 
fighting knife; booby-trapped explosive rats; radios made to fit in 
luggage for both concealment and mobility; and the subminiature 
Minox 9.5 mm spy camera, designed in 1936 by Walter Zapp. 
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After firing his pistol at oncoming infantrymen and scream-

ing at his radio operator to abandon their bulky wireless set, 

Kemp fled into the Kosovo backcountry just as a storm 

rolled in. The combination of the burning houses, pillars of 

smoke and lightning from the “somber blackness of the sky” 

was a scene he’d never forget.

Kemp’s attempts to win the goodwill of Albania’s multi-

ple ethnic and political factions ultimately drew the ire 

of the communist partisans, who accused him of being a 

“traitor” and protested to the British government. Soon 

ordered to cease his efforts in Kosovo, Kemp hiked out 

to the SOE headquarters in Montenegro in February 1944. 

He forever regretted his role in helping to arm a future 

satellite of the Soviet Union.

A
fter a couple of months in Montenegro, Kemp 

returned to England, too late to participate in 

ongoing SOE operations toward D-Day. He 

wasn’t too late to hear word of the impending 

Warsaw Uprising, though, and eagerly joined a 

liaison team about to parachute into Poland as 

advisers. Once again, however, communist politics over-

rode British plans, and his team was ordered to stand 

down for fear they’d be fighting alongside “collaborators” 

and “fascists.” Left with little outside support, the Polish 

Home Army fell to the Germans in less than nine weeks 

while the Soviet Red Army watched from the east bank 

of the Vistula and did nothing.

Not until October 1944—too late to save Warsaw—did 

the SOE secure political approval to drop teams into Poland. 

The Home Army fighters who greeted Kemp on a snowy 

night after Christmas were by then a meager force just trying 

to survive. The British operative had suffered another para-

chuting mishap, this time badly injuring his knee on land-

ing. Kemp’s spirits remained up, however, as his Polish hosts 

shared nothing of the backstabbing nature of the Balkan 

partisans. On New Year’s Eve they sang together and drained 

numerous bottles of vodka in celebratory toasts to Poland 

and Britain and the “damnation of our common enemies.”

As the Wehrmacht in Poland disintegrated in the winter 

of 1944–45, just who constituted “the enemy” was no 

longer as clear as it once was. Aside from a few brushes with 

German patrols and one near-miss when a Panther tank 

ambushed a group of resistance fighters, Kemp was able to 

avoid major action against the Nazis through mid-January. 

But fear was pervasive, as the uncertainty of the Red Army 

occupation weighed heavily on local communities. Kemp 

and his team received one last set of instructions as So- 

viet units closed in on the nearby village of Wlynice: 

Hand yourselves over to the Russians.
They did just that, and at first everything proceeded 

smoothly. The Russian soldiers invited themselves to a local 

residence of note, and aside from consuming more than their 

share of vodka and speaking rehearsed lines about respect-

ing Poland’s borders, they caused no great trouble. That all 

changed on January 18 when a Red Army major general—

more likely a member of the Soviet secret police—accused the 

British operatives of being German spies, disarmed Kemp and 

his team and sent them to a local estate under armed guard. 

There Kemp watched as the Russians confiscated the animals 

and belongings of the landowner and physically abused the 

family living there. The Russians made no pretext of their 

intentions. “When we’ve beaten the Germans,” one captain 

bluntly told Kemp, “we’re going on to fight the British.”

Kemp’s captivity took a steep downturn when the Rus-

sians transported him and three other commandos east to 

Czestochowa and imprisoned them at gunpoint. Inside their 

tiny cell the commandos passed the time playing bridge 

while surviving on swallows of dirty water and two pieces 

of stale rye bread a day. Straw-filled mattresses “alive with 

vermin” were included in their accommodations. 

On February 12 the Russians flew Kemp and the others 

to Kiev. A few days later they arrived in Moscow, feeling the 

“dregs of despair” as their captors drove them past Lubyanka 

Prison. Their despair turned to relief within a few hours 

when the British mission secured their release, although 

the Russians provided neither an apology nor an adequate 

explanation for their detention. On his return to England 

he surmised it may have had to do with the Yalta Confer-

ence and the question of postwar Poland, on which the 

Russians had designs. The episode served as another 

reminder of the perils of communism, which had spurred 

Kemp to war a decade before. 

W
ar’s end did little to slow Kemp. He remained 

active in world events amid the unfolding 

drama of the Cold War. Months after his re-

lease in Moscow he parachuted into Siam 

(present-day Thailand) to deliver arms, food 

and medical supplies to the French in their 

war against both the Japanese and communist Viet Minh. 

A decade later, despite having retired from the British army, 

he found his way to Hungary as a reporter during the 1956 

uprising. Before his death in London in 1993 Kemp traveled 

to hot spots in Eastern Europe, Africa, Central and South 

America, and Southeast Asia, even seeing sporadic action 

during the Vietnam War.

Yet his enduring legacy remains in Europe, specifically 

his integral role in helping resistance movements across the 

continent battle oppression. Indeed, when one examines 

the life of Peter Kemp, the question is not so much where 

he did fight but rather where his idealistic spirit and tireless 

service did not take him. MH

Adam Nettina is a freelance writer and editor and frequent 
contributor to Military History. For further reading he 

recommends William Mackenzie’s The Secret History of 

SOE: The Special Operations Executive, 1940–1945,  
and Peter Kemp’s Mine Were of Trouble, No Colours  

or Crest and The Thorns of Memory. F
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Posing here in Albania with 
fellow British officers and  
local resistance members, 
Kemp later endured Soviet 
imprisonment but survived 
the war. The onetime SOE 
agent turned reporter died 
in London at age 80 in 1993.
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The SOE developed and  
used a variety of weapons,  
including (clockwise from  
top left) knuckledusters,  
the Welgun (which Kemp 
carried into Albania), the 
Thompson submachine gun 
and the Welrod suppressed 
pistol. Disguise kits, far  
left, were of dubious value.
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In 1651 Ukrainian Cossacks battled Polish troops for  
self-determination, but as the rebels learned the hard way, 
unreliable allies can be one’s worst enemy  By Victor Kamenir

Encamped Ukrainian 
Cossacks fended off 
Polish forces for three 
days on the banks of  
the Pliashivka River. 
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By the middle of 1651 the Khmelnytsky Uprising was  

in its third year. What had started in January 1648 as a 

relatively local Cossack uprising against Polish rule had 

evolved into a wider war against the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth. Leading the rebels was Bohdan Khmel-

nytsky, a minor Ukrainian noble and Cossack officer who 

at the outset of the revolt had been elected hetman, the 

senior military rank in the commonwealth.

Almost concurrent with the start of the rebellion was 

the death of Poland’s King Wladyslaw IV Vasa, who had no 

legitimate male heir, leaving the commonwealth without  

a rallying figure. By the time the Polish parliament put the 

king’s half-brother, John II Casimir Vasa, on the throne in 

November 1648, Khmelnytsky’s forces had won significant 

victories. After defeating the Polish army at the Battle of 

Zboriv in August 1649, Khmelnytsky wrested a number  

of treaty concessions from the government. In accordance 

with these concessions, Poland withdrew its troops and 

administration from eastern Ukrainian districts, in effect 

ceding almost half of Ukrainian territory to Khmelnytsky. 

The hetman set about establishing a native Ukrainian  

administrative infrastructure and at same time entered  

negotiations with Russia—which he hoped would allow 

Ukraine to become an independent protectorate—as well 

establishing relations with the Crimean Tatars, the King-

dom of Hungary, and the Ottoman empire and its vassals.

While the apparent victory buoyed Ukrainian hopes  

for autonomy, the Poles—smarting from their humiliating 

defeats—were merely biding their time. 

In Warsaw, King John Casimir and the Polish nobles loyal 

to him were itching for a rematch with the Ukrainians. In 

preparation for a renewed conflict the royal standing army 

was expanded to 30,000 men, increasing numbers of whom 

were trained in the Western European manner. Sporadic 

Cossack raids resumed in Ukraine, however, even as the 

Poles rebuilt their military. In the spring of 1651 Poland 

took the initiative and sent troops to sack the small town 

of Krasne and massacre its Cossack garrison and civilian 

population. The death toll approached 10,000. As he sent 

his army into the field, John Casimir also called out the 

noble levy, a legacy of feudalism in which the nobles of each 

district were obligated to equip and field their household 

troops and retainers. 

In late May 1651 the king arrived at the small town of 

Sokal, on the banks of the Bug River in western Ukraine. 

A onetime Jesuit cardinal and avid collector of Dutch 

paintings, John Casimir was ill suited to command men in 

the field. Under his uninspiring leadership, Polish forces 

remained passively in camp with little intelligence on the 

whereabouts of Khmelnytsky’s rebels.

The hesitant, indecisive king had great difficulty exert-

ing his authority. In accordance with Polish tradition, the 

nobility, or szlachta, acted as a counterweight to the power 

of the central government, jealously guarding against any 

infringements of their rights and privileges. A popular 

noble dictum summed up their attitude: “The king reigns 

but does not govern.” Polish kings did not rule by hereditary 

authority but were elected by the nobles, who accounted 

for perhaps 10 percent of the population. Only a small 

number of them were great magnates or lords of enor-

mous estates, but even the poorest members of the szlachta 

considered themselves equals. The great nobles arrived 

with large contingents of private forces, complete with 

heavy cavalry and even artillery. 

The Polish army at Sokal totaled perhaps 120,000 men. 

However, the number of actual combatants was far smaller, 

with roughly 30,000 troops under the king’s direct com-

mand, a further 30,000 noble levies and some 15,000 

German mercenaries. The balance comprised armed re-

tainers, who were of little military value but consumed vast 

quantities of supplies. Less than 20 percent of the king’s 

army was infantry, organized on the Swedish model, with 

two-thirds being musketeers and one-third pikemen. A
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Bohdan Khmelnytsky  
(below) led the Cossack 
rebellion as the elected 
hetman, whose traditional 
symbol of power was a 
ceremonial mace known 
as the bulawa (opposite). 
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Khmelnytsky fielded roughly 150,000 men. The core of 

his force comprised 15,000 regular, or “registered,” Cossacks 

and 25,000 semi-independent Zaporizhian Cossacks. 

Throwing in with them were some 10,000 unaffiliated Cos-

sacks and minor Ukrainian and Polish szlachta, as well as a 

token detachment of several hundred Russian Don Cossacks, 

sent as a show of support to Ukraine. 

While the registered Cossacks were mostly mounted, the 

Zaporizhian Cossacks were overwhelmingly afoot. Well 

aware of the superiority of Poland’s mounted troops, Khmel-

nytsky had negotiated with Ottoman Sultan Mehmed IV 

to permit his vassal Crimean Tatars to join the Ukrainian 

side. Accordingly, Khan Islam III Giray brought 30,000 Tatar 

riders, plus 5,000 of the sultan’s own cavalry. The balance 

of Khmelnytsky’s rebel army consisted of rural and town 

peasants armed with modified farm implements or even 

clubs. While swelling the numbers of Khmelnytsky’s force, 

they added little to its fighting capability.

The Polish army initially fielded slightly more than 20 

artillery pieces. While the Cossacks possessed 48 heavier 

guns, they served purely as defensive weapons. The lighter 

Polish guns, on the other hand, were more efficiently crewed 

and commanded and used in both offense and defense. 

During the latter stages of the campaign, as the Poles brought 

up heavier guns, the artillery advantage swung even further 

in their favor.

The Polish troops gathering at Sokal faced several challenges, 

most stemming from the fact their camp was ringed by 

swamps and hemmed in by forest. As more and more troops 

arrived, they soon stripped the immediate vicinity of food 

and forage, and woefully inadequate field sanitation spread 

dysentery and other illnesses among the ranks. Still, the 

king remained stationary, awaiting the arrival of the slowly 

gathering noble levy from the western provinces. Finally, 

faced with rapidly diminishing supplies and an incipient 

epidemic, John Casimir on June 14 gave the order to ad-

vance east. A number of independent-minded nobles dis-

obeyed the order and remained in camp to await the rest 

of the levy, ultimately catching up to the main army after it 

crossed the Styr River on June 20.

Once across the river the Poles began constructing an 

extensive camp on the east bank, opposite the small town 

of Berestechko. The arrangements there soon became as 

disorderly as those at Sokal had been, as the nobles dis-

regarded the camp marshal’s instructions and set up their 

retinues wherever they pleased. As might be expected, 

sanitary conditions rapidly deteriorated. 

Ivan Bohun John II Casimir Vasa

Mehmed IV



On the morning of June 28 a formation of Cossacks and 

Tatars probed the king’s camp, engaging the Poles in minor 

clashes. The second day brought a large cavalry melee in-

volving up to 10,000 riders and inflicting heavy casualties 

on both sides. 

On June 30 both armies took the field in heavy fog that cut 

visibility to arm’s length. The area they chose for their deci-

sive battle was hemmed in by the Styr and Pliashivka rivers 

to the northwest and northeast, heavy woods to the south-

west and open ground to the southeast. Khmelnytsky, at the 

head of his rebel Cossacks and peasants, occupied a series 

of low hills on the west bank of the Pliashivka. The Tatars and 

Turks deployed on his left, centered on a hill where Khan 

Islam Giray set up his large tent. Through the fog the Poles 

could hear the muffled sounds of Cossacks setting up their 

gulyai-gorod (Russian for “traveling town”), a mobile fortifica-

tion comprising wagons lashed together in lines several deep.

As he led his forces onto the field, John Casimir ordered 

the bridges over the Styr burned to deny his enemy any 

possibility of retreat, then deployed his army in three 

sections. The northern force, under Polish magnate Jeremi 

Wiśniowiecki and facing northeast, included the king’s and 

szlachta cavalry, reinforced by a regiment of German infan-

try. Behind them were the regiments of noble levy. The 

southern force, led by magnate Stanislaw Lanckoronski and 

facing southeast, comprised the private forces of the great 

magnates and part of the noble levy. John Casimir himself 

commanded the center at the head of foreign infantry, 

mercenary German cavalrymen, his personal cavalry regi-

ment and the bulk of artillery commander Zygmunt Przyjem-

ski’s guns. The infantry was deployed in the German manner, 

with musketeers and pikemen in checkerboard formation 

and cavalry filling the gaps between them. Still unable to see 

one another, both armies remained immobile until the fog 

burned off several hours later. 

Once the fog cleared, the king allowed Wiśniowiecki to 

launch a determined attack against the Cossack wagon 

camp. The Cossacks responded with withering musket fire, 

but the heavy Polish cavalry—supported by infantry and 

artillery—managed to break into the camp. Before the Poles 

could exploit their success, however, the Tatars arrived in 

support of the Cossacks.

The battle ebbed to and fro as Wiśniowiecki’s force was 

pushed away from the Cossack camp and, supported by 

German infantry, in turn threw the Tatars back. The Tatar 

Khan several times sent his riders against both flanks of the 

king’s position but was unable to resist the steady press 

of Polish and German infantry. 

Shifting his attention to his right flank, John Casimir 

directed his infantry, closely supported by artillery, against 

the Tatars. As the German troops steadily advanced toward 

the khan’s hill, the Tatars began firing their two small guns, 

and several cannonballs landed near John Casimir himself. 

One of the king’s officers spotted Islam 

Giray’s personal banner atop the hill, 

and the Polish artillery concentrated 

on that spot. The fire was exceptionally 

accurate, one of the first shots mortally 

wounding the khan’s brother, Amurat.

Accurate artillery wasn’t the Tatar 

leader’s only worry, however, for an 

approaching Polish cavalry squadron 

also peppered the hilltop with deadly 

musket fire, forcing the khan and his 

entourage to move out of range. Possi-

bly misinterpreting their leader’s change 

of position as a retreat, more and more 

Tatars began flowing to the rear, and 

the withdrawal quickly turned into a 

general rout. Small detachments tried 

to make a stand but were quickly cut down by the pursuing 

Polish cavalry. 

The Tatars continued fleeing southwest along the Pli-

ashivka, leaving behind their camp, spare horses and cattle, as 

well as their dead and wounded. Had the szlachta cavalry on 

the right flank immediately supported the attack by the king’s 

cavalry, they would have trapped the bulk of the retreating 

Tatars. Instead, a delay by the noble cavalry allowed the Tatars 
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the Styr River 
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his enemy any 
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of retreat
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to slip away, first south and then east. By the time the szlachta 

joined the pursuit, the Tatars had a good head start. Regard-

less, the Polish light cavalry continued to harry them through 

the night, cutting down and capturing many stragglers. After 

crossing the Pliashivka more than a dozen miles southwest at 

Kozyn, the Tatars burned the bridge behind them, then took 

out their rage and humiliation on the innocent town, burning 

it to the ground and massacring its inhabitants.

Accompanied by several bodyguards, Khmelnytsky caught 

up with the Tatars as they were sacking Kozyn. The hetman 

implored Islam Giray to return to the battle-

field, but the khan—noting that Polish 

forces had attacked the Tatars and not the 

Cossacks—accused Khmelnytsky of collu-

sion. The Tatars then disarmed the Ukrai-

nian leader and his entourage and held them 

hostage as they continued their retreat.

With the Tatars fleeing the field and dark-

ness fast descending, the Polish army halted 

rather than attack the fortified Cossack 

wagon camp in the dark. During the night 

the rebels managed to extricate the majority 

of their wagons and move closer to the river. 

By intent or luck they had chosen a seem-

ingly good site, flanked by swamps with 

the Pliashivka at its back. The only dry land 

approach was from the west, directly into 

the heavy defensive guns. The Cossacks 

and peasants worked feverishly through 

dawn to dig a trench and erect an earthen 

berm around their new position.

By the morning of July 1 word had spread 

through the rebel camp of Khmelnytsky’s 

disappearance. Though they had joined 

forces, the Cossacks and the peasants had 

little regard for one another. The former typically looked 

down on the latter, who in turn considered the Cossacks 

shiftless louts. Only the force of Khmelnytsky’s personality 

had held the groups together. In his absence the situation 

in the rebel camp quickly deteriorated as blame and accu- 

sations sailed back and forth. 

On the other side of the battlefield John Casimir’s com-

manders realized they could not overcome the rebel de-

fenses with just the light cannon at hand. Over the several 

days it took the Poles to bring up heavier cannon, the oppos-

ing armies settled into a siege routine of sporadic artillery 

exchanges and nighttime sallies.

Meanwhile, tempers flared in the rebel camp as the peas-

ants began to reassert themselves. They demanded Cossack 

Colonel Filon Dzhalalii either lead them into battle or re-

treat and negotiate with the king. Not knowing if and when 

Khmelnytsky would return, Dzhalalii dithered. As the days 

passed without action, people began slipping away from the 

besieged rebel camp. 

On July 6 the Cossacks sent a delegation to negotiate with 

the king, proposing a mutual withdrawal. John Casimir’s 

counterproposal—that the Cossacks surrender all weapons 

and banners, turn over senior colonels as hostages until 

Khmelnytsky himself surrendered, and drastically reduce 

the size of the regular Cossack force—was unacceptable. 

When no Cossack response came on July 8, Polish artillery 

opened fire on the rebel camp. 

Matters came to a head on July 9. Fed up with Dzhalalii’s 

inaction, Cossack officers deposed him in favor of Colonel 

Ivan Bohun, who promptly sent another delegation to John 

Casimir. This time, however, the Poles turned away the 

envoys. Sensing that rebel resolve was on the wane and a 

retreat was possible, John Casimir dispatched Stanislaw 

Lanckoronski with 2,000 cavalrymen across the Pliashivka 

to circle behind the rebel camp.

The next day, July 10, on discovering the Polish troops behind 

them, Bohun called together a council of Cossack officers. 

Without consulting the peasants, Bohun proposed building 

three bridges across the Pliashivka and crossing enough 

Cossacks to chase away the Poles. That night Bohun’s men, 

using whatever materials were at hand, managed to com-

plete the spans under the noses of both the enemy and the 

peasants in their midst. Early on July 11 Bohun’s riders 

began streaming from camp across the rickety bridges. The 

ploy worked. Believing the Cossacks to be stronger than 

they were, Lanckoronski pulled back from the river, though 

he barred the way east.

The activity alerted the peasants, who, on discovering the 

bridges, believed the Cossacks were abandoning them. The 

rumor spread, and chaos ensued as thousands of panicky 

peasants rushed the spans. Scores of people were trampled 

to death as they fought to get across. From the east bank 

Bohun and his men tried to stem the flood of terrified peas-

ants but were swept aside.

As soon as commanders in the main Polish camp grasped 

the situation, they advanced with all available troops. Mean-

while, east of the crossing Lanckoronski initially interpreted 

the rush of people across the Pliashivka as a major attack 

and withdrew even farther. Realizing the peasants were in 

full flight, however, he turned his troops around and charged 

at the fleeing masses. Though comparatively few in number, 

Lanckoronski’s detachment commenced a great slaughter, 

cutting down hundreds of fleeing Ukrainians. 

On the west bank of the river Polish troops soon broke 

into the rebel camp and began a systematic massacre of 

everyone they encountered. Despite inevitable looting, the 

crown’s share of plunder was significant. Among the spoils 

were Khmelnytsky’s personal possessions and banners, 

his correspondence with the Ottoman sultan and Russia’s 

Czar Alexis, and the Cossack treasury.

Within days of the battle, after securing a significant ransom, 

the Tatar khan freed Khmelnytsky and his companions. On 

Cossack  
Medal of Honor
The Soviet Union created
the Order of Bohdan
Khmelnytsky in 1943 to 
honor exceptional duty 
in combat. The first- 
class medal, above, was 
awarded to commanders
for operations that freed 
a town or region while
inflicting heavy losses on
the enemy. Second- and
third-class medals were 
available to lower ranks.
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his release the hetman set about reorganizing his army, but the 

defeat at Berestechko had taken all the fight out of his men. 

On Sept. 28, 1651, Khmelnytsky signed a peace treaty with 

the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth at the Ukrainian town 

of Bila Tserkva. Under its terms the standing Cossack army 

was reduced from 40,000 to 20,000 men, and the territory 

under Khmelnytsky’s control was reduced by about a quarter.

It is difficult to accurately determine the casualties suf-

fered by either side at Berestechko. Polish losses most likely 

stood at around 1,500 men. Some contemporary Polish 

sources boast of having killed up to 40,000 Cossacks, 

peasants and Tatars. The bulk of Ukrainian casualties cer-

tainly occurred on July 11 when Polish troops broke into 

the rebel camp. Most of those who died were rebel non-

combatants—women, children and camp followers. Even 

a conservative estimate of, say, 20,000 Ukrainian dead 

points to a decidedly one-sided Polish victory.

Hostilities between Poland and Ukraine resumed in 

1652, and in January 1654 Russia entered the war on the 

Ukrainian side. Neither Poland nor Russia actually wanted 

an active war, however, and hostilities petered out by the 

end of the next year. After Khmelnytsky’s death from cere-

bral hemorrhage on July 27, 1657, his successors were unable 

to resist determined Russian en-

croachment. A century later, in 

1764, Russia’s Catherine the Great 

officially abolished the hetmanate 

and with it hopes of Ukrainian in-

dependence. With the dissolution of 

the Soviet Union in 1991 it appeared 

Ukrainians had finally won their 

right to self-determination, but re- 

cent events demonstrate Russia’s 

unwillingness to let the region go 

without a fight. MH

Victor Kamenir is a U.S. Army  

veteran and a police detective  
who lives near Portland, Ore.  

He is the author of The Bloody Triangle: The Defeat  

of Soviet Armor in the Ukraine, June 1941, as well  

as numerous magazine articles on military history. For 

further reading he recommends The Cambridge History 

of Poland; History of Ukraine-Rus: The Cossack Age, 

1650–1653, by Mykhailo Hrushevsky; and A History of 

Ukraine, by Paul Robert Magosci.J
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Catherine  
the Great 
officially 
abolished the 
hetmanate and 
with it hopes  
of Ukrainian 
independence

Immortalized in this 
statue in Kiev, Ukraine, 
Khmelnytsky held off 
Russian encroachment 
until his death in 1657. 
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ish intelligence officer T.E. 

Lawrence’s role in the con-

flicts that established the 

boundaries of the present- 

day Middle East. The epic 

story of an epic figure, this 

552-page volume is the cul-

mination of a decade of field 

research in Jordan by the 

Archaeological Institute of 

America’s Great Arab Revolt 

Project and a fresh study of 

the campaigns that raged in 

Lawrence of Arabia’s War: 

The Arabs, the British  

and the Remaking of the 

Middle East in WWI,  

by Neil Faulkner,  

Yale University Press,  

New Haven and London, 

2016, $37.50

Published on the centennial 

of the World War I Arab Re- 

volt, Lawrence of Arabia’s 

War sheds new light on Brit-

the Middle East during the 

war. Lawrence himself re-

corded the story in his clas-

sic war memoir Seven Pillars 

of Wisdom. It is fortunate 

he did, as Arab participants 

kept no such written rec- 

ords, and Turkish sources 

remain closed, most likely 

to conceal the genocide of 

the Armenian people.

While participating in a 

1914 British military sur- 

vey of the Sinai Peninsula, 

Lawrence took careful note 

of the conditions. “I can 

travel on a thistle and sleep 

in a cloak on the ground,” 

he wrote to a friend. “It 

shows how easy it is in an 

absolutely deserted country 

to defy a government.”

In the early years of the 

war Lawrence, aside from a 

brief foray to Mesopotamia, 

was essentially deskbound 

in Cairo—“nailed within 

that office,” as he put it. That 

changed in October 1916 

when his superiors sent 

him first to the Hejaz region, 

along the west coast of the 

Red Sea, and then on a 100-

mile journey inland to find 

the Hashemite Emir Faisal, 

“the leader alone needed 

to make the Arab Revolt win 

through to a success.” 

The close bond that de-

veloped between the Brit-

ish officer and the future 

king of both Syria and Iraq 

helped propel the Arabs to 

decisive victory in Damascus 

in October 1918. Lawrence 

of Arabia’s War is a thorough 

history of a legendary mili-

tary campaign, the end of the 

Ottoman empire and the rise 

of Arab nationalism.

—David Saunders

Reviews

Epic Lawrence
G

E
T

T
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S



WASP of the Ferry Command: 

Women Pilots, Uncommon Deeds,  

by Sarah Byrn Rickman, University 

of North Texas Press, Denton,  

2016, $29.95

On Thanksgiving Day 1944 Hazel Ying 

Lee was piloting a Bell P-63 Kingcobra 

fighter into Great Falls, Mont., as part 

of a U.S. Lend-Lease shipment to the 

Soviet Union during World War II. 

From Montana male pilots would fly 

Lee’s plane and others on to Alaska, 

where Russian pilots waited to pick 

them up. As Lee came in for a landing, 

another fighter loomed over her—but 

the radio in that plane wasn’t working. 

Air traffic controllers were aware 

one of the arriving P-63s had a dead 

radio but had lost track of just which 

one. Thus when the tower warned the 

pilot of the plane above Lee to pull up, 

only Lee heard the command. Follow-

ing instructions, she pulled up and 

crashed directly into the belly of the 

descending plane. Both P-63s fell to 

the ground, and rescuers pulled Lee 

from the wreckage. Badly burned, she 

survived for two days. 

Lee was among the more than 1,100 

members of the Women Airforce Ser-

vice Pilots (WASPs), a cadre of civil-

ian female aviators who flew planes 

from factories to training fields and 

docks for shipment abroad, thus free-

ing male pilots for combat duty. She 

was among the 38 WASPs who died 

in the service of their country. Hers is 

one of many such accounts included 

in WASP of the Ferry Command, a thor-

ough, well-researched record of the 

derring-do and grit of these women 

in trying wartime conditions. Though 

somewhat academic in her approach, 

Rickman relates several gripping sto-

ries and gives the reader an apprecia-

tion for how hard women had to fight 

—and still do—to be taken seriously in 

the military. Rickman, a former news-

paper reporter, has written two other 

books about the World War II female 

NEW FROM NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS

ISBN: 978-1-59114-589-9 

Paperback : $32.95

A vivid, thoroughly researched 

account of the undeclared war 

upon which Franklin Roosevelt 

embarked in order to sway 

the desperate Battle of the 

Atlantic in favor of Britain’s 

hard-pressed Royal Navy.

ISBN: 978-1-59114-636-0 

Hardcover: $36.00

During World War I, naval 

strategy and the modern 

art movement led to British 

ships going to sea as the 

largest painted modernist 

“canvases” in the world.

ISBN: 978-1-59114-638-4 

Paperback : $35.00

This classic study, recipient 

of a John Lyman Book Award, 

addresses operational aspects 

of the U.S. Navy’s war in 

every theater. This title is 

now available in paperback 

with an index.

Join the U.S. Naval Institute for Member discounts 
on all books! www.nip.org • 800.233.8764

“A Gem of Creative Nonfiction”

The Perfect Wreck
“Old Ironsides” and HMS Java

– A Story of 1812

by Steven E. Maffeo

360 pages  $19.95  paperback  (6 x 9 inches)

Also available as an e-book

39 illustrations, glossary, appendices, afterword

ISBN 978-1-61179-151-8

“Naval historian Steven Maffeo has used
the �ction format to give us what will probably
be the �nest, truest account ever of the 1812
sea battle between Constitution and Java.

A highly recommended must-read for every
naval enthusiast – indeed, for every American!”

– Stephen Coonts, 17-times NY Times
best-selling author

“This is naval history brought vividly to life...
What’s more, the story he tells transcends the
jingoistic and will appeal on both sides of the
Atlantic.”

– Captain Richard Woodman, author of the 14
Nathaniel Drinkwater novels
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and weather delays, it took 

the WASPs 19 days to make 

the trip. A group of 27 male 

pilots, charged with the 

same task, took off the same 

day from Great Falls. De-

spite colds, flu, near pneu-

monia and several mishaps, 

all of the women got to Jack-

son, Tenn., first.

—Lorraine Dusky

Rough Riders: Theodore 

Roosevelt, His Cowboy 

Regiment and the  

Immortal Charge Up  

San Juan Hill, by Mark  

Lee Gardner, William 

Morrow, New York,  

2016, $26.99

This book is far from an-

other glorified tale of Theo-

dore Roosevelt and the 1st 

U.S. Volunteer Cavalry, aka 

“Rough Riders.” In a re-

freshing reversal from the 

often silly 1997 TNT mini-

series about the unit, Gard-

ner’s book delivers an accu-

rate portrayal of Roosevelt, 

his men and the action in 

Cuba, replete with instances 

of anguish, grit and incon-

spicuous valor.

pilots, and her abiding admi-

ration for these courageous 

women is infectious. 

Though the women per-

formed wingtip to wing-

tip with the men, Rickman 

writes, and were under the 

command of U.S. Army Air 

Forces Commanding Gen-

eral Henry “Hap” Arnold, 

Congress—which pretty 

much gave him anything 

he wanted—refused his re-

quest to make the civilian 

corps an official part of the 

U.S. armed forces. Thus 

WASPs were ineligible for 

service medals, military fu-

nerals and other benefits, 

unlike their contemporaries 

in the Women’s Army Corps 

(WACs) and the Navy’s 

Women Accepted for Vol-

unteer Emergency Service 

(WAVEs), who were granted 

such privileges.

Perhaps inevitably, some 

male pilots complained to 

their superiors that wom- 

en were taking jobs meant 

for them, though by then 

WASPs had proven them-

selves behind the controls. 

For example, in Decem-

ber 1942 six female pilots 

flew open-cockpit biplanes 

from Montana to Tennes-

see in the dead of winter. 

The thermometer read 9 

degrees the day they left. 

Snow was falling. It was so 

cold ground crews had to 

heat oil so the engines would 

start. The training planes 

had no radios. The pilots 

had to climb 10,000 feet to 

get over Raton Pass, on the 

border between Colorado 

and New Mexico. Wind tore 

the maps from their hands. 

Owing to numerous stops 

Drawing on a wealth of 

primary-source accounts, 

Gardner renders an espe-

cially authentic portrait of 

the common soldier. He also 

reveals lesser-known chap-

ters of the oft-told Rough 

Rider narrative, including 

details of the ambush at Las 

Guasimas, the Americans’ 

growing disdain for their 

Cuban allies, and the impact 

of illness and malnourish-

ment on the unit.

Roosevelt comes across, 

both on and off the battle-

field, as the epitome of the 

Victorian-era hero. That the 

colonel survived his engage-

ments in Cuba is remarkable 

in itself, as he often disre-

garded his own safety, reck-

lessly exposing himself to 

Spanish fire to steady his in-

experienced soldiers. Away 

from the fight he shared 

in the hardships of his men 

and took extra care to ensure 

their welfare, in some cases 

covering expenses for provi-

sions out of his own pocket. 

Such selflessness makes for 

compelling reading, and 

Gardner’s book serves as an 

excellent primer about Roo-

sevelt the soldier, the Rough 

Douglas MacArthur,  

by Arthur Herman

Depending on the 
source, Douglas Mac- 
Arthur is either wor-
shipped as a hero or 
vilified as an incom- 
petent. In this biogra-
phy of the controversial 
general, Herman delves 
into his military record, 
public persona and fail-
ures. Drawing on new 
sources, he reassesses 
MacArthur’s legacy for 
both shaping policy 
and defying authority.

Among the Headhunters, 

by Robert Lyman

This book relates the 
saga of 20 passengers 
(including noted jour-
nalist Eric Sevareid) 
and crewmen who 
survived a plane crash 
along the Burmese- 
Indian border in Au- 
gust 1943. The group 
spent a month evad-
ing enemy patrols and 
headhunting Naga war-
riors before being ex-
tracted by a U.S. Army 
Air Forces rescue team.



Riders and the reality of their service 

in the Spanish-American War.

 —Frank Jastrzembski

Betrayal at Little Gibraltar:  

A German Fortress, a Treach- 

erous American General and  

the Battle to End World War I,  

by William Walker, Scribner,  

New York, 2016, $28

Carried out between Sept. 26, 1918, 

and the November 11 Armistice, 

the Meuse-Argonne Offensive was 

the last great campaign fought by 

the American Expeditionary Forces 

during World War I .  Although 

largely overshadowed in the na-

tional consciousness by the battles 

of the Civil War, World War II and 

other modern-era conflicts, the 

Meuse-Argonne was the costliest 

engagement ever fought by U.S. 

troops, who incurred a staggering 

122,000 casualties.

Betrayal at Little Gibraltar relates 

one episode in that sanguinary cam-

paign, the unsupported assault by 

green troops of the 79th Infantry Di-

vision on a heavily fortified German 

position that bore some resemblance 

to one depicted in the 1957 antiwar 

film Paths of Glory. The factual as-

sault on Montfaucon (Falcon Hill), 

nicknamed “Little Gibraltar” by the 

soldiers of the French army, also 

included elements of incompetence 

and betrayal somewhat analogous to 

the story depicted in the movie. 

Walker stumbled on the long- 

forgotten action in handwritten notes 

scrawled by a former 79th Division 

battalion commander in 

the margins of a war-

time history of the U.S. 

Army. Intrigued by what 

he read, the career ed-

ucator dug into the re-

cords. He rediscovered 

a story of petty jealously 

on the part of a corps 

commander that liter-

ally cost thousands of 

American soldiers their lives, fol-

lowed by an apparent cover-up at 

the highest level of the Army to pro-

tect the reputation of a fellow West 

Point graduate.

Betrayal at Little Gibraltar is an 

intriguing combination of military 

history and detective story sure to 

prove controversial among both 

historians and military officers. Ex-
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nam. “Vietnamization” was 

in full flower, most Amer-

ican ground forces were 

gone and South Vietnam’s 

army was not doing all that 

badly. With support from 

U.S. airpower, the South 

Vietnamese had brought 

the invasion to a standstill, 

although North Vietnam-

ese forces remained south 

of the border.

That April an American 

lieutenant colonel was shot 

down south of the DMZ but 

behind NVA lines. Initial 

rescue attempts had failed 

dismally, with five aircraft 

lost, 11 aviators killed, two 

captured and three more 

down and needing rescue. 

In the war’s only success-

ful rescue operation using 

ground forces, SEAL Tom 

Norris led a team of South 

Vietnamese Sea Comman-

dos into enemy territory and 

managed to bring out two 

of the downed aviators. For 

his actions he received the 

Medal of Honor. (That mis-

sion was dramatized in the 

1988 film Bat*21.)

That fall Norris joined 

fellow SEAL Mike Thorn-

tensively footnoted and 

richly illustrated with maps 

and photographs, the book 

will undoubtedly become 

a must-read for those inter-

ested in World War I, par-

ticularly in the role played 

by the American Expedi-

tionary Forces.

—Robert Guttman

By Honor Bound: Two  

Navy Seals, the Medal  

of Honor and a Story of 

Extraordinary Courage,  

by Tom Norris and Mike 

Thornton with Dick 

Couch, St. Martin’s Press, 

New York, 2016, $26.99

Winning a hard-fought war 

against a competent foe feels 

glorious, though Americans 

haven’t experienced much 

of that since 1945 (the push-

over Iraqi army notwith-

standing). In the intervening 

seven decades the country 

has spent a few trillion dol-

lars and tens of thousands 

of lives in actions ranging 

from necessary (Korea) to 

minuscule (Panama, Gre-

nada) to disastrous (Moga-

dishu, Beirut). Three major 

wars (two still in progress) 

remain deeply unsatisfying.

Given the scarcity of bril-

liant leadership and large-

scale victories over oppres-

sion, military writers have 

concentrated on individ-

ual acts of heroism, never 

in short supply. Among the 

latest accounts are two sto-

ries related by veteran spe-

cial forces writer Couch (The 

Warrior Elite: The Forging of 

SEAL Class 228).

By 1972 the United States 

had all but given up on Viet-

ton and three South Viet-

namese soldiers in a recon-

naissance mission behind 

enemy lines. The fishing boat 

inserting them dropped the 

men on the wrong beach, 

and their naval fire support 

was unable to track them 

after they drew the atten-

tion of NVA forces. During 

their retreat Norris was shot 

in the head. Although one 

of the team insisted Norris 

was dead, Thornton ran al- 

most a quarter-mile under 

fire to retrieve him. He then 

led his team, wearing only 

life jackets, into the ocean 

beyond small-arms range, 

where they remained for 

hours until rescued. Thorn-

ton also received the Medal 

of Honor, the only time in 

modern history when one 

Medal of Honor recipient 

saved the life of another. 

Norris recovered and had 

a distinguished postwar 

career in the FBI.

By Honor Bound marks 

the ninth book Couch has 

either written or co-written 

about the special operations 

forces. Amid the mission 

narratives, he delivers a 

melancholy history of the 

Vietnam War without too 

much teeth-gnashing over 

political machinations on 

the home front. Concen-

trating on his subjects, since 

retired and perhaps unusu-

ally willing to talk, he deliv-

ers cracking-good minute- 

by-minute descriptions of 

two SEAL missions rich in 

suspense, with technically 

accurate fireworks, undeni-

able heroism and largely 

successful outcomes.

—Mike Oppenheim 

Hitler’s Soldiers,  

by Ben H. Shepherd

Shepherd draws on pri-
mary sources and new 
scholarship to provide 
a complex history of 
the wartime German 
army across regions 
and from multiple per-
spectives. He questions 
whether the army was 
distinct from the Nazi 
machine or complicit 
in perpetrating crimes 
against Jews, prisoners 
of war and civilians in 
occupied countries. 

The Devil’s Diary,  

by Robert K. Wittman 

and David Kinney

Nazi ideologue Alfred 
Rosenberg, whose 
hate-filled philosophy 
served as the blueprint 
of the German party, 
left a portrait of the 
Nazi mindset, as well 
as details of the Soviet 
Union occupation. The 
authors recount the 
hunt for Rosenberg’s 
chilling memoir, which 
demonstrates his in-
sidious influence.
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n a crisis, your number one need is food. But not just 

any food. What everyone needs is a supply of real 

good-for-25-years survival food that you can rely on 

when the time comes that food is scarce. 

Well, right now � in what is truly an unprecedented 

move � thousands of  72-hour survival food kits are 

being given away by a company called Food4Patriots  

to readers of  this publication, as long as they call a 

special toll-free hotline and beat the program deadline. 

�This is all happening because we�re worried that 

some people in Washington may want to control more 

than just guns and ammo,� explained Frank Bates, a 

spokesman for the company. �We already know that 

some of  those folks may want to take away our guns. 

What�s next? 

underway to determine how much survival food is 

currently available and exactly where it is stored. 

Truthfully, we don�t really know why this information 

is being gathered, but it�s got lot of  folks pretty 

concerned. After all, you don�t ever want to rely on 

others to keep your family fed in a crisis.�

Experts say that everyone needs at least a three-day 

supply of  non-perishable food on hand. So, to help 

ensure all personal have emergency food available 

when they need it, Food4Patriots is giving away up to 

four 72-hour survival food kits to any active or retired 

service member who requests them.

Understand, this is real food and it�s ready in 

minutes. It not only tastes good, it�s good for you � 

unlike the MREs you�ve probably had. Plus, this food 

lasts for 25 years, far longer than MREs.

Each kit contains enough meals for three days. You�ll 

get four servings each of  such familiar dishes as Liberty 

Bell Potato Cheddar Soup, Blue Ribbon Creamy 

Chicken Rice, Travelers Stew, and the always-loved 

Granny�s Homestyle Potato Soup.

The usual price for the 72-hour kit is $27.00 plus 

act quickly  

can receive as many as four free kits and pay only a 

$9.95 shipping and handling fee for each kit claimed 

Bates pointed out that the foods in these kits are 

all packed in durable, re-sealable Mylar pouches that 

guarantee they�ll stay fresh and delicious for at least 

25 years. Because the last thing you need is food that�s 

In an emergency, a 72-hour kit could actually save 

your life. In fact,  many  folks  like  

to keep a kit or two in the trunk of  their car � just  

in case.  

�We�re trying to ensure none of  these brave folks 

gets left out, but they have to hurry as we only have a 

limited supply of  72-hour kits we can give away,� Bates 

warned. This survival food giveaway will be ended no 

matter what at midnight, August 31, 2016.�

Please note: Food4Patriots says they will continue to give away these 72-hour 

kits for as long as their supplies last. Due to media exposure, their phone lines 

may be busy. Just keep calling and you will get through.

Advertisement

Retired and active personnel from all branches are rushing to 
claim up to four free 72-hour kits before the deadline.

Veterans and Active Personnel Set To Get 

FREE SURVIVAL FOOD
Farmers vow to keep up with the rush to supply every gun owner who 
calls toll free and beats the deadline to claim up to four free 72-hour 
survival food kits. 

HOW TO GET YOUR FREE 72-
HOUR SURVIVAL FOOD KITS:

Food4Patriots is committed to giving up to four free 72-hour 

kits to all personnel who call their toll-free hotline. However, 

the response to this survival food giveaway has been so great 

that additional agents had to be brought on to handle the 

volume of calls. As a result, the company�s free kit inventory is 

disappearing fast.

If you wish to claim up to four free 72-hour survival food kits, 

you must do so immediately. Simply call the toll-free hotline 

and give the agent the approval code shown below. Provide 

your delivery instructions and agree to pay the $9.95 shipping 

and handling fee for each kit claimed. It really is that easy.

Approval Code: 72FREE 

Toll-Free Hotline:

1-800-790-3103 
Deadline: 08/31/2016
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T
he Sept. 13, 1759, clash between British and French 
soldiers on the Plains of Abraham, before the very 
walls of Quebec City, was a relatively minor affair, 
yet it was one of history’s most decisive battles. 
Fewer than 8,000 troops were engaged, but had 
the outcome gone the other way, the political map 

of North America probably would look much different today.
For almost 150 years Great Britain and France had jock-

eyed with one another to expand their holdings in North 
America. By the middle of the 18th century Britain controlled 
most of the continent along the Atlantic coast east of the Appa-
lachians and south of the St. Lawrence River. Encompassing 
great swaths of territory west of the Appalachians was the 
province of New France, organized into a handful of colonies, 
bookended by Louisiana in the south and Canada up north. 

The Seven Years’ War (1756–63), waged in North America 
as the French and Indian War, brought an end to French 
colonial ambitions on the continent. Fighting there actually 
began in 1754. On July 25, 1758, the British scored a major 
strategic victory when they seized the fortress of Louisbourg 
on Cape Breton in northeastern Nova Scotia, thus exposing 
Canada to invasion via the St. Lawrence River. 

By June 1759 the British had penetrated more than 400 
miles upriver, establishing a base on Île d’Orléans, a few miles 
downriver from Quebec. Perched atop bluffs on the north bank 
of the river, the fortified capital of New France was difficult to 
attack directly from the river. But by fall the British controlled 
the entire south bank far upstream of the city, and on Sep-
tember 13 a British assault force under 32-year old Maj. Gen. 
James Wolfe drifted downriver from St. Nicholas and landed 
before dawn in the isolated cove at Anse-au-Faulon, just west 
of the city. An ad hoc battalion of light infantry had already 
scaled the cliffs and taken control of the road to Quebec, 
allowing the three brigades of Wolfe’s main force to march 
undetected up the steep and narrow road from the river to the 
top of the bluffs. The Redcoats then formed up on the Plains 
of Abraham, a large open field within sight of the city walls.

When French Lt. Gen. Louis-Joseph de Montcalm-Gozon 
learned of Wolfe’s landing, his main force was near Beauport, 
about 5 miles east of the city. Having assumed the British 
would try to force a landing there, the French commander 

realized he’d been outmaneuvered. As local militiamen skir-
mished with Wolfe’s troops to buy time, Montcalm fast 
marched his regular forces from Beauport, finally deploying 
them along the Buttes-à-Neveu, a low ridge directly in front of 
Quebec’s landward outer walls. Seeking to dislodge the British 
before they could dig in, Montcalm—mounted conspicuously 
on a dark charger—led his troops to the attack at about 10 a.m. 

Wolfe had ordered his men to load their muskets with 
double balls and hold their fire until the French advanced to 
within 30 yards. When the Redcoats did fire, Montcalm’s 
battle line disintegrated, sending the surviving French troops 
racing back toward Quebec. Both Wolfe and Montcalm were 
mortally wounded in the exchange, and Wolfe’s second- 
in-command, Brig. Gen. Robert Monckton, was seriously 
wounded. After a period of confusion, Brig. Gen. George 
Townsend took command of the British force, and Quebec’s 
defenders ultimately surrendered to him on September 18. 

But the French weren’t ready to give up the city. As winter 
set in, pack ice forced the Royal Navy to leave the St. Lawrence. 
When the spring thaw came, the regrouped French besieged 
the depleted British garrison at Quebec from the landward 
side. On April 28, 1760, the armies fought another battle on 
the Plains of Abraham [see “A Fool’s Errand,” by Michael 
G. Laramie, January 2016], this time with their positions re-
versed. While the British lost the day, they outlasted the sub-
sequent siege. Within two weeks a Royal Navy fleet arrived, 
and the French withdrew. At war’s end in 1763 France was 
forced to cede to Britain both Canada and the eastern half 
of Louisiana, from the Appalachians to the Mississippi River. 
A year earlier by secret agreement France had transferred Lou-
isiana to Spain, but in 1800 Spain, under duress, transferred 
western Louisiana territory back to France. Three years later 
Napoléon Bonaparte sold it to the United States for $15 million.

Over the next century development claimed much of the 
Plains of Abraham. In 1908 officials designated a section of it 
as a national battlefield park [ccbn-nbc.gc.ca/en]. Today the 
park encompasses 240 acres along the bluffs overlooking the 
St. Lawrence. A monument raised in 1790 marks the spot 
where Wolfe was said to have fallen. While a modern ship-
ping terminal occupies his landing place on the river, the cliffs 
his infantrymen scaled appear largely as they did in 1759. MH F
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Hallowed Ground 
Plains of Abraham 
Quebec, Canada
By David T. Zabecki



British Maj. Gen. James Wolfe, above, was mortally wounded in 1759 
while assaulting French-held Quebec. Today the Plains of Abraham  
is a national battlefield park with a view of the St. Lawrence River. 
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Rebels With a Cause
Whether you empathize or not, can 

you match the following leaders to  

the insurgent forces they led?

 1. Abd el-Krim

 2. Goyahkla

 3. Emilio Aguinaldo

 4. Mordechai Anielewicz

 5. Mohamed el-Mokrani

 6. Vo Nguyen Giap

 7. Dedan Kimathi

 8. José Martí

 9. Constance Markievicz

 10. Omar al-Mukhtar

____ A. Cuban nationalists

____ B. Cumann na mBan

____ C. Mau Maus

____ D. Moroccan Rifs

____ E. Libyan Senussis

____ F. Chiricahua Apaches

____ G. Viet Minh

____ H. Warsaw Ghetto resistance

____ I. Algerian Berbers

____ J. Filipino nationalists F
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Answers: A5, B4, C1, D2, E6, F3

____ A. Bismarck, 1941

____ B. Prince of Wales, 1941

____ C. Conte di Cavour, 1940

____ D. Yamashiro, 1944

____ E. Royal Oak, 1939

____ F. Barham, 1941

War Games
Answers: A8, B9, C7, D1, E10, F2, G6, H4, I5, J3

Shipshape No More
Wartime spotters may have aced this quiz, but can you identify the 

configuration of each battleship lost in action on the year listed?
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Answers: D, B, B, A, C

Something Special
During World War II, Britain’s 

Special Operations Executive (SOE) 

was hush-hush, but now it can be told.

1. Among the few who knew  
 of the SOE, what was its 
 wartime nickname?

 A. Churchill’s Secret Army

 B. Ministry of  Ungentlemanly  

  Warfare

 C. Baker Street Irregulars

 D. All of the above

2.  Of the SOE’s 13,000 personnel,  
how many were women?

 A. 1,000 B. 3,200 

 C. 6,500 D. 8,400

3.  What was the most popular  
British firearm used by the SOE? 

 A. De Lisle carbine B. Sten gun 

 C. Welrod pistol D. Bren gun

4.  The SOE was a pioneer in  
the use of which weapon?

 A. Plastic explosive

 B. Silenced firearms

 C. Limpet mines

 D. Fighting knives

5.  “Big Joe” and “Li’l Joe” referred  
to what in SOE circles?

 A. Their chief and his deputy

 B. Their primary and secondary  

  objective 

 C. Two types of crossbow

 D. Adolf Hitler and Hermann 

  Göring
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Captured!

Two senior sergeants hold apart the 

legs of a seemingly willing volunteer  

to form a jump for a cavalry officer 

and his mount at Fort Sheridan, Ill., 

sometime in the 1920s.

Horseplay
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...like William Cody, Pocahontas or King Arthur
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New from the award-winning author of To Hell on a Fast Horse and Shot All to Hell

M A R K L E E G A R D N E R

The first definitive account of the legendary fighting force, 
its extraordinary leader THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

and their immortal charge up San Juan Hill

“A great 
American 

foundation story 
has been brought 

to vivid life.”
—HAMPTON SIDES, 
New York Times bestselling 

author of In the Kingdom of Ice 

and Blood and Thunder

“First-rate 
history . . . 

A ripping yarn that 
shines new light on 

Theodore Roosevelt’s 
extraordinary life.”

—RON HANSEN, 
author of The Assassination 

of Jesse James by the 

Coward Robert Ford

“Fast-paced 
and thoroughly 
researched. . . . 

A rousing and 
robust story.”

—KIRKUS

“Delivers rousing 
blow-by-blow 
accounts of the 
various battles and 

showcases Roosevelt’s 
hypermasculine 

panache.”
—LIBRARY JOURNAL
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T H E O D O R E  ROOS EVE LT,

His Cowboy Regiment, and the

Immortal Charge Up San Juan Hill


