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They say admitting you have a problem is the first step to-
ward recovery. So here it goes: Hello, my name is Carolyn, 
and I’m addicted to my digital device. From morning ’til night, 
my phone is nearly always within arm’s reach, and frequently 
right in front of my face. I check emails in the line at the gro-
cery store, scroll Instagram pics while waiting for the elevator 
at work, and admit to sneaking peaks at Facebook updates dur-
ing dinner with friends. I’d like to make amends to all the inno-
cent New York City tourists I’ve endangered by walking-and-
texting down busy sidewalks. I am not, of course, alone in my 
problem: Everywhere you go, you can see people’s necks bent, 
faces aglow in the light of a device. This constant connectivity, 
argues psychologist and technology critic Sherry Turkle, gives 
us comfort and the illusion of efficiency, but it is actually de-
stroying our ability to have meaningful, face-to-face conversa-
tions. (See Talking Points.) Being “always available elsewhere” 

is a powerfully seductive lure, she warns, because it means we 
“never have to be bored.”

When I was growing up, we were taught that it was literally a 
sin to suffer from boredom—that only the dull and lazy could 
find nothing worthwhile to fill their time. But today, it’s con-
stant activity that we must resist. Truly empty time is vitally im-
portant: When not distracted, our brains are free to wander off 
on creative tangents, as feelings and thoughts bubble up in the 
silence; there’s a reason bright ideas and breakthroughs tend 
to come in the shower or on long walks. I have no intention of 
quitting  my screen cold turkey. But next time I have a few free 
moments and my itchy fingers begin reaching for the phone, I’m 
going to pause, take a breath, and embrace the idleness.

Editor’s letter

Contents 3

Carolyn O’Hara  
Managing editor



What happened 
Negotiators from the U.S., Japan, and 10 
other Pacific Rim nations agreed to the largest 
regional trade accord in history this week, set-
ting up a long and potentially divisive battle 
for approval in Congress. While the full text 
of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) has 
not yet been released, the White House said 
the deal would eliminate 18,000 tariffs on 
American exports; tighten labor and envi-
ronmental standards abroad; provide greater 
protection for intellectual property rights; 
and overhaul the dispute settlement system 
for multinational companies. The 12 nations 
involved—Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, 
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the U.S., 
and Vietnam—account for almost 40 percent of global GDP and a 
third of world trade. All 12 must now convince their lawmakers to 
approve the deal. “We can’t let countries like China write the rules 
of the global economy,” said President Obama, adding that the 
TPP would give American companies and workers “the fair shot at 
success they deserve.” 
 
Opposition to the deal comes from both sides of the political 
divide. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, a Democratic presidential 
candidate, called the TPP a victory for “Wall Street and other big 
corporations.” His rival, Hillary Clinton, who called the TPP “the 
gold standard” of trade deals when she was secretary of state, also 
came out against the deal, saying it failed to meet “a high bar” of 
helping American workers. Orrin Hatch, the Republican chairman 
of the Senate Finance Committee, said the accord “appears to fall 
woefully short” of what’s required for congressional approval. 
Ninety days after it receives the full text of the treaty, Congress can 
hold an up-or-down vote on whether to approve it. 

What the editorials said 
It’s “nonsensical” for people like Sanders and Hatch to pass instant 
judgment on a complex, book-length trade agreement they haven’t 
even read yet, said The Baltimore Sun. Like all trade deals, the TPP 
will have “winners and losers.” Some U.S. workers will lose their 
jobs as companies shift their activities abroad; others will benefit as 
their employers prosper from having greater access to foreign mar-
kets. But “spare us the suggestion that every concession is a triumph 

of ‘big business’ over average Americans.” 
Average Americans benefit, too, when 
new jobs are created and cheaper imports 
become available. 
 
The deal looks promising, said Bloomberg 
View.com. It should open up trade in agri-
culture and services, establish much-needed 
regulations for the “digital economy,” and 
pare back restrictions on international invest-
ment. Ultimately, “more trade means more 
competition, which means higher productiv-
ity, hence better products and lower prices.” 
Like “technological progress,” free trade is 
disruptive but necessary. 

What the columnists said 
“This is a bad deal for most Americans,” said Lori Wallach in 
NYTimes.com. Negotiated in secret with the help of hundreds of 
corporate-interest “advisers,” the TPP would encourage U.S. firms 
to move abroad by “eliminating risks otherwise associated with 
producing in low-wage countries.” And it puts American workers 
in direct competition with Vietnamese workers who are paid less 
than 65 cents an hour. 
 
Make no mistake: This deal “is all about China,” said John 
Feehery in WSJ.com. Excluding the Asian powerhouse from TPP—
for now, at least—ensures that the U.S. will remain a dominant 
economic force in the Pacific Rim. If Congress rejects this deal, not 
only will Americans “look like fools to the rest of the world,” but 
China will “fill the vacuum” with a regional trade partnership of 
its own. Is that really a better alternative? 
 
“What both sides are missing is what a trivial issue they are fight-
ing over,” said Jeffrey Dorfman in Forbes.com. The U.S. already 
has “free or very close to free trade” with most of the largest 
nations in the TPP—Canada, Mexico, and Australia—and even 
pro-trade groups admit the TPP would boost the U.S. economy by 
0.4 percent of GDP at most. Yes, there will be winners and losers, 
but on a scale that pales in comparison with “the ordinary fluctua-
tions in the job market.” But in the hyperpartisan climate gripping 
Washington, lawmakers will turn the TPP into another theatrical 
struggle. So “prepare for a really big fight over really tiny impacts.”
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Protesters against the TPP in Atlanta
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Battle lines forming over Pacific trade deal

It wasn’t all bad When Jon Masters spent several days panhandling in 
Pensacola, Fla., last month, the 56-year-old homeless man 
was after more than just a hot meal. He was trying to gather 
enough money to buy cheap paints, canvases, and brushes, 
which he used to create surreal landscapes that he could sell 
at local farmer’s markets. Locals soon took notice of the self-

taught artist’s work and 
began donating art sup-
plies. Now Masters can’t 
paint fast enough—he’s 
already got back orders 
for commissioned work. 
“I’ve got other homeless 
guys coming up to check 
out what’s going on,” he 
said. “That’s what I enjoy 
the most. I’m actually 
able to inspire others.”

A new restaurant in McKinney, 
Texas, is giving adults with special 
needs a sense of purpose and a 
paycheck of their own. The Hugs 
Café primarily hires employees 
with Down syndrome and other 
developmental and intellectual 
disorders. Owner Ruth Thompson, 
who got the idea in a dream, offers 
competitive wages and tailors each 
job to suit her 24 teammates, as 
she calls them. “We’re not giving 
them a handout,” she said. “We’re 
giving them a hand up.” For many, 
it’s their first paying job. “It’s a 
chance to show ourselves that we 
can work, like anyone else,” said 
cashier Mike Sessom.

Carl Bates’ corn was ready to 
harvest, but when the Galva, Ill., 
farmer had to enter hospice care 
for cancer treatments, he feared his 
crop would rot in the fields and put 
his family in a financial bind. When 
other farmers in the close-knit com-
munity of 2,500 people heard of his 
plight, they turned up in force. In 
just 10 hours, 40 volunteers work-
ing 10 combines, 12 grain carts, 
and 16 semis harvested 450 acres 
of grain—a job that would have 
taken Bates a week. “It’s been very 
humbling and heartfelt and has 
meant a lot to the family,” he said. Masters: On back order 

Illustration by Fred Harper.
Cover photos from Corbis, Getty, Corbis
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What happened 
The Pentagon promised a full and transparent 
investigation into the U.S. airstrike that this 
week destroyed a Doctors Without Borders 
hospital in Kunduz, Afghanistan, killing 12 
medical staff and 10 patients. The strike, which 
came after Taliban fighters had overrun the 
city, took place at the request of Afghan forces, 
but Gen. John F. Campbell, the top U.S. com-
mander in Afghanistan, told U.S. lawmakers 
that it was a mistake. “We would never inten-
tionally target a protected medical facility,” he 
told the Senate Armed Services Committee. Cit-
ing horrific accounts of patients burned alive in their beds, Doctors 
Without Borders officials called the U.S. action “a war crime” and 
demanded an investigation by an outside group. President Obama 
later called the chief of Doctors Without Borders to apologize. 
 
In Kunduz, meanwhile, a battle raged for control of the city, the 
largest to fall to the Taliban since the 14-year war began. Senior 
U.S. officials said President Obama is reconsidering his plan to draw 
down U.S. troops from the current level of 9,800 to a small embassy 
contingent by the end of 2016. Campbell and other military leaders 
have suggested a residual force as large as 7,000 troops.

What the columnists said 
Yes, “the Kunduz hospital bombing is a war crime—a Taliban war 
crime,” said David French in NationalReview.com. As usual critics 
are applying “despicable, upside-down” legal standards to blame 
the U.S. military for failing to safeguard the site. But there is no evi-

dence that our pilots “chose to exterminate 
innocent civilians.” It’s the Taliban that fights 
in densely populated civilian areas, using 
human shields, “so the natural and inevitable 
collateral damage is their moral and legal 
responsibility.”
 
“The ruins of the Kunduz hospital are a 
symbol of America’s unfortunate reliance 
on air power” to fight insurgents, said Bob 
Dreyfuss in TheNation.com. For years, U.S. 
drones and bombers have targeted extremist 
groups in the Middle East and Africa—and 

thousands of civilians have died. The Kunduz attack “was particu-
larly egregious” because Doctors Without Borders had repeatedly 
provided the U.S. with the hospital’s precise GPS coordinates. Few 
military experts believe airstrikes “do more than harass or disrupt” 
insurgencies. Only a power-sharing arrangement with the Taliban 
“can provide even the hope of ending the war.”
 
When the Taliban took Kunduz last week, American-trained 
defenders scattered “like pawns from an upended chessboard,” 
said Rosa Brooks in ForeignPolicy.com. The U.S. has squandered 
billions of dollars and thousands of lives propping up fighters who 
“run for the hills at the earliest opportunity.” Why? “We go into 
complex foreign conflicts with a profound ignorance” of history 
and culture, and naïvely expect those we train to pursue American 
interests. Afghans, Iraqis, and Syrians will fight fiercely for things 
they hold dear—but not for our goals. Unless we understand that, 
“our train-and-equip missions are doomed to end in failure.”  

Campbell: Hospital was ‘mistakenly struck.’

The U.S. bombing of an Afghan hospital

What happened 
Against growing protests by U.S. officials, Russia sharply es  ca-
lated its involvement in Syria’s civil war this week, launching 
cruise missiles from warships in the Caspian Sea and provid-
ing air support for a major ground offensive against rebels— 
including those backed by the U.S. The coordinated assault in 
Hama province, which reportedly included Hezbollah fighters 
and Iranian military advisers on the ground, made it clear that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s principal goal was to prop 
up his ally, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, rather than destroy 
ISIS militants. Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said Moscow would seek to defeat all anti-Assad 
insurgents. “If they talk like a terrorist, if they fight like a terror-
ist,” said Zakharova, “they are a terrorist.”
 
Concern grew over the prospect of a big-power confrontation in 
Syria’s increasingly crowded skies, as Russia proposed talks with 
the U.S.-led coalition to prevent collisions or battles between 
aircraft. Turkey summoned the Russian ambassador to protest 
at least two violations of its airspace by Russian warplanes and 
vowed to protect its territory. “Even if a bird violates Turkey’s 
borders,” said Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu, “neces-
sary steps will be taken.” 

What the columnists said 
This is “what U.S. retreat looks like, said The Wall Street 
Journal in an editorial. More than 1,500 days since President 

Obama declared that Assad’s “days are numbered,” the butcher 
of Syria is waging major offensives against his people while 
Russian jets roam free in Syrian airspace. “At this rate, don’t 
be surprised if Moscow locks a missile radar on a U.S. fighter, 
or shoots down an American drone.” We got here because of 
Obama’s misguided doctrine that “diplomacy alone will bring 
about peace,” said Paul Bonicelli in ForeignPolicy.com. Tell that 
to Putin, who has met Obama’s “faculty lounge musings with 
raw power.” 
 
“Let him,” said Steve Chapman in the Chicago Tribune. Yes, the 
U.S. has long been the dominant military power in the region. 
“What has been so great about that?” Our interventions have 
cost thousands of American lives, trillions of dollars, and only 
given us more jihadist enemies. Besides, Obama was right to 
stay out of this war: Unlike Russia, the U.S. doesn’t have a clear 
ally. “Syria is a disaster”—but for once, “it’s a disaster that has 
claimed no U.S. soldiers and very little U.S. money.”
 
Actually, President Obama’s passivity on Syria has already had a 
steep cost, said Bill Powell in Newsweek.com. Four decades after 
the Soviet Union was kicked out of this part of the Middle East, 
Russia has regained a foothold, and its forces are sure to keep 
Assad in power. But the real loser is the Syrian people. Their 
country is now a “geopolitical Chernobyl”—and with 11 differ-
ent armed actors now operating across Syria and Iraq with very 
different motives, “the meltdown may only have just begun.”

Putin ramps up fighting in Syria



Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

Oregon massacre: Would new gun laws stop mass shootings?
Nine people were shot dead last week at a 
community college in Oregon, said Ruth 
Marcus in The Washington Post—and at first 
it almost didn’t seem worth writing about. The 
details were numbingly familiar—a troubled 
male loner with an arsenal of high-powered 
guns demonstrating his rage to a world that 
had ignored his psychic pain. And in a nation 
that’s lived through countless such horrors 
without tightening its gun laws one iota, “what 
is left to say?” As an angry President Obama 
reminded us last week, “we are the only 
advanced country on earth that sees these kinds of mass shootings 
every few months.” Our political choice to do nothing in response, 
Obama said, puts the blood from this week’s massacre, and next 
week’s, on all of our hands. This was “one of the most powerful 
statements Obama has delivered since taking office,” said John 
Cassidy in NewYorker.com. But thanks to the gun lobby’s “impla-
cable grip” on Congress—particularly the Republican side—there 
is “virtually no prospect” of tighter gun laws anytime soon.

Obama’s remarks were “morally and intellectually offensive,” said 
Pete Wehner in CommentaryMagazine.com. There is no evidence 
that the “commonsense” gun control measures the president 
demonizes Republicans for blocking—universal background checks 
and bans on large-capacity magazines and assault rifles—would 
have prevented the Oregon attack, or reduced gun violence in gen-
eral. Obama tipped his hand, said Mark Wright in NationalReview 
.com, when he approvingly cited the gun laws in Australia without 
any details. After a mass shooting in 1996, Australia required citi-
zens to demonstrate “a genuine need” to buy a gun, and 650,000 
assault weapons were taken out of circulation—about a fifth of all 
guns in the country. Liberals may love the idea of federal agents 

seizing weapons from millions of lawful own-
ers, but in America, let me be clear, “That. Is. 
Not. Going. To. Happen.”

Why don’t we focus on the real problem? 
said National Review in an editorial. The 
common thread in these tragedies is not the 
killer’s choice of weapon, but his unhinged 
state of mind. Liberals pushed the “deinsti-
tutionalization” movement of the 1960s that 
made it almost impossible to keep mentally 
ill people safely locked up. Most mass kill-

ings are the direct result of “our national unwillingness to act cred-
ibly on mental illness.” And “our culture is ill” as well, said John 
Kass in the Chicago Tribune. How can we entertain ourselves with 
blood-soaked action movies, rage-filled music that glorifies murder, 
and the “ritualized, gladiatorial violence” of pro football, then act 
surprised when a madman shoots up a classroom?

Those are just excuses for inaction, said Amanda Marcotte in 
RollingStone.com. Of course we should reform our “woefully 
inadequate” mental health system, but why not also limit killers’ 
access to the tools that let them “rack up those mind-blowing death 
counts” in the space of mere seconds? No single new law is going 
to solve the problem of gun violence, said Nicholas Kristof in The 
New York Times, but we dramatically cut the rate of auto fatali-
ties through the passage of multiple regulations—requiring driver’s 
licenses, seat belts, air bags, safety glass, etc. If we take the same 
incremental approach to guns—universal background checks, safe-
storage laws, and careful licensing of gun owners—we might save 
thousands of lives a year. Locking up all angry loners in advance 
is not an option. “We’re all crazy if we can’t take modest steps to 
reduce the carnage that leaves America resembling a battlefield.”

Only in America
Officials in Blount County, 

Tenn., considered a resolu-
tion asking God to “pass 
us by in His coming wrath” 
over the Supreme Court’s 
ruling on same-sex marriage 
and “not destroy us as He 
did Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
The resolution pledged that 
county residents would defy 
the court ruling. A motion 
to hear the resolution was 
rejected by a vote of 10-5, as 
angry residents booed and 
yelled, “Cowards!”

 A publisher has apologized 
for language in a geography 
textbook, written to meet Tex-
as’ pro-American standards, 
that referred to African slaves 
as “workers.” The parent of a 
student called attention to the 
passage, which stated that 
Africans were brought to this 
country “to work on agricul-
tural plantations.” Publisher 
McGraw Hill said it would 
reword the passage. 

Boring but important
Massive inmate release
The Justice Department an-
nounced this week that it will 
release about 6,000 inmates 
serving sentences for drug 
 offenses—the largest one-time 
release of federal prisoners in 
U.S. history. The move is part 
of an effort to reduce over-
crowding in prisons and to 
free nonviolent drug offenders 
who were given harsh sen-
tences in the 1980s and ’90s. 
The U.S. Sentencing Commis-
sion reduced the maximum 
penalties for nonviolent drug 
offenses in April 2014 and 
made the changes retroactive. 
About a third of the inmates 
to be released are undocu-
mented and will be quickly 
deported. The announcement 
came days after a bipartisan 
group of senators proposed 
a sweeping overhaul of the 
criminal justice system that 
would reduce mandatory 
minimums for drug crimes. 

Nature’s resilience, after scientists reported that the radioac-
tive “exclusion zone” around the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 
is now teeming with wildlife, including elk, deer, wild boar, and 
wolves, and now rivals the world’s most abundant nature preserves. 
Leading by example, after Rep. David Jolly (R-Fla.) introduced 
a bill requiring members of the “do-nothing” Congress to work 
at least 40 hours a week. “A workweek in Washington,” he said, 
“should be no different than a workweek in every other town.” 
Pork fat, after the world’s oldest woman, Susannah Mushatt 
Jones, 116, credited her longevity to starting every day with a 
meal of bacon and eggs. A sign in Jones’ kitchen in Brooklyn reads 
“Bacon makes everything better.”

Having it their way, after Burger King’s Halloween-themed 
Black Whopper inspired the hashtag #GreenPoop thanks to after-
effects caused by excessive food coloring.
No-shows, after a Minnesota couple who were unable to attend a 
relative’s wedding because their babysitter didn’t show up received 
a bill for their missed meal. “I was pretty shocked to see that I was 
being charged $75 for herb-crusted walleye and a service charge,” 
said Jessica Baker.
Fashion tips, after TV evangelist Jim Bakker warned that God 
recently told him to wear all black clothes—portending that the End 
Times are near. “I pray about what I wear,” Bakker said, “and I am 
in mourning because the people aren’t ready.” 

Good week for:

Bad week for:

THE WEEK October 16, 2015

A
P

Faculty members after the shooting



The U.S. at a glance ... NEWS 7

Crooked Island, 
Bahamas

Cargo ship sinks: The 
entire 33-member crew of 

a cargo ship, including 28 Americans, was 
presumed dead this week after the vessel 
drifted into the path of Hurricane Joaquin 
off the Bahamas and sank in the eye of 
the storm. The 790-foot El Faro was 
heading from Jacksonville, Fla., to San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, when it disappeared 
about 35 miles northeast of the Bahamas’ 
Crooked Island. El Faro’s owners said the 
captain had planned to skirt the storm 
when the ship suddenly lost propulsion. 
“They were disabled right by the eye of 
Hurricane Joaquin,” said Coast Guard 
Capt. Mark Fedor, who said the 33 crew-
members may have attempted to put on 
survival suits and abandon ship. “You’re 
talking about 140-mile-an-hour winds, 
50-foot seas, zero visibility. It’s a very dire 
situation.” One body was recovered in the 
days after the ship’s disappearance, along 
with a battered lifeboat. 

Northfield, Vt.
Train crash: An Amtrak train traveling 
through Vermont hit a “freak” rockslide 
and careened down an embankment, 
though passengers and crew reported 
only minor 
injuries. 
The train, 
known 
as the 
Vermonter, 
was travel-
ing through 
Northfield 
at about 
57 mph with 98 passengers and four 
crewmembers when it hit the rocks, caus-
ing the engine and first passenger car to 
fly off the tracks. Five passengers and two 
crewmembers were injured, but all were 
released from the hospital the following 
day. “This really was a freak of nature,” 
said Vermont Gov. Peter Shumlin. “As 

one of the passengers said to 
me, ‘someone was looking out 

for us, because literally we 
walked out of a very diffi-

cult situation.’” The N ational 
Transportation Safety Board has 

opened an official investigation 
into the cause of the crash. 

Sacramento
Assisted suicide: California became the 
fifth U.S. state to legalize doctor-assisted 

suicide this 
week when 
Democratic 
Gov. Jerry 
Brown 
signed a 
contro-
versial bill 
that allows 
physicians 
to prescribe 

lethal doses of drugs to terminally ill 
patients. Approved by California’s legis-
lature in September, the bill has several 
requirements, including that patients be 
physically and mentally able to take the 
lethal medication themselves and that 
they make written and vocal requests 
for the drugs. Brown, a former Jesuit 
seminary student, had deliberated over 
the bill for weeks under vocal 
opposition from the Catholic 
Church. He said he decided to 
sign the legislation after reflect-
ing on his own death. “I do 
not know what I would do if 
I were dying in prolonged and 
excruciating pain,” said Brown. 
“I am certain, however, that it 
would be a comfort to be able 
to consider the options afforded 
by this bill.” 

Washington, D.C.
Justices return: The Supreme Court 
opened a new term this week, with a 
docket full of cases concerning conten-
tious issues, including the death penalty, 
voting rights, and affirmative action. In 
Evenwel v. Abbott, the court will consider 
whether state legislative districts should be 
drawn according to the number of eligible 
voters rather than the total number of 
people—a change that would favor rural, 
Republican-heavy areas. The justices 
will also decide whether death sentences 
handed down in several states violate the 
Constitution; whether the University of 
Texas can use race as a factor in its admis-
sions; and whether public-sector unions 
can make nonmembers who benefit from 
collective bargaining pay fees. Two poten-
tial blockbuster cases also loom: chal-
lenges to a 2013 Texas abortion law and 
to Obamacare’s contraceptive mandate, 
though the justices have yet to decide 
whether to hear those cases. 

White Pine, Tenn.
Murder over puppy: 
An 11-year-old boy in 
Tennessee was charged 
with first-degree murder 
this week after allegedly killing his 
8-year-old neighbor with a shotgun 
during a dispute over her puppy. 
MaKayla Dyer was playing with friends 
outside the unnamed boy’s mobile 
home when she and the boy got into 
an argument through his bedroom 
window. When the boy asked to see 
Dyer’s dog and she refused, he allegedly 
took his father’s 12-gauge single-shot 
shotgun from an unlocked closet and 
shot MaKayla in the chest. “He asked 
the little girl to see her puppies,” said 
Chasity Arwood, a neighbor. “She 
said no and laughed and then turned 
around, looked at her friend and said, 
‘Let’s go get the—’ and never got ‘pup-
pies’ out.” The fifth-grader is to be 
charged in juvenile court, though a 
judge will later determine whether to 
transfer his case to adult court. 

Columbia, S.C.
1,000-year rains: Catastrophic flash 

floods killed at least 15 people in South 
Carolina this week during a relentless, 
record-breaking downpour that left more 
than half of the state underwater. The 
1,000-year rainfall event, caused by a 
low-pressure system that combined 
with the outer edges of Hurricane 
Joaquin, shattered rainfall records over 
four days. The cities of Charleston and 
Columbia set new one-, two-, and three-

day rain records, while Mount Pleasant, 
a suburb of Charleston, experienced a 
“mind-boggling” 24.5 inches of rain from 
Oct. 1 to Oct. 5. The resulting flooding 
engulfed 
roads, sub-
merged ve hi-
cles, and cut 
electricity to 
thousands. 
As the sun 
fi nal ly 
emerged 
this week, 
workers rushed to fix breaches in dams 
and canals to prevent further devastation, 
while authorities cautioned residents to 
look out for alligators and snakes. “This 
is not over,” said Gov. Nikki Haley. “Just 
because the rain stops does not mean we 
are out of the woods.” C
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El Faro: Lost at sea

The Vermonter’s derailed cars

Brown: Options offer ‘comfort.’

A flooded road in Columbia



The world at a glance ...8 NEWS 

Luxembourg 
No data sharing with U.S.: The EU’s highest court 
struck down an international agreement this week 

that allowed thousands of companies to transfer 
digital data like people’s web search histories 
between Europe and the United States. Citing 

leaks from whistleblower Edward Snowden 
that showed U.S. intelligence agencies had 

easy access to the data, the European Court of Justice said the 
“safe harbor” agreement was invalid because it infringed on 
Europeans’ privacy. The international operations of many large 
companies, including Google and Facebook, will be affected. U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker criticized the ruling, saying it 
“puts at risk the thriving transatlantic digital economy.” She said 
a new agreement is under negotiation.

Chisinau, Moldova 
Dirty bombs for terrorists: 
Smugglers in the former Soviet republic of 
Moldova have been trying to sell radioactive material for a dirty 
bomb to terrorists from the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria and 
other extremist groups, an AP investigation found. The FBI has 
helped Moldovan investigators conduct at least four sting opera-
tions over the past five years among criminal networks with 
suspected Russian ties. In one case from 2011, a former KGB 
informant trying to sell highly enriched uranium to an under-
cover police source ranted against the U.S., saying, “I really want 
an Islamic buyer because they will bomb the Americans.” While 
many middlemen from the smuggling rings have been arrested, 
the kingpins have all eluded capture, and only small quantities of 
uranium have been confiscated.

Caracas, Venezuela 
Grenade attacks: Venezuelan gangs have taken to attacking police 
with grenades. Over the past two weeks, men on motorcycles 
have hurled grenades at police in six separate attacks across the 
country, wounding eight officers and four civilians. Police are 
treating the attacks as terrorism, and government officials said 
they might be retaliation for a massive anti-crime crackdown that 
began in July. That campaign, known as Operation Liberation 
of the People, is supposed to take on the massive gangs that run 
extortion and murder rings across Venezuela, but human rights 
activists say police and troops have been committing abuses, 
including demolishing homes, beating residents, and arbitrarily 
arresting hundreds of people. 

Santa Catarina Pinula, Guatemala 
Deadly mudslide: A landslide brought on by torrential rains 
buried an entire neighborhood under more than 130,000 tons of 
mud and rock, killing hundreds of people in the town of Santa 
Catarina Pinula, just outside of Guatemala City. Aid official Sergio 
Cabanas said the bodies of entire families were found. “We found 
almost all of them huddled together, which means that they were 

going to try to evacuate but sadly 
they didn’t have time.” The state 
prosecutor’s office said it would 
determine who was responsible for 
allowing the settlement to be built 
in such a vulnerable site, on a riv-
erbank at the base of a huge hill. 
Guatemala has thousands of such 
developments, which are at risk of 
floods and mudslides. 

San Pedro Sula, Honduras 
Keep the kids home: The U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) is funding programs for impoverished 
children in Honduras to encourage them to stay there rather than 
try to cross Mexico and enter the U.S. illegally. From 2010 to 
2014, Mexico and the U.S. deported some 18,000 unaccompanied 
Honduran children who were attempting to cross the U.S. border; 
many minors said they feared being forced to join powerful drug 
gangs back home. “We have to make those communities safer,” 
U.S. Ambassador James Nealon told The Miami Herald. “Identify 
the at-risk children, offer them economic opportunities, educational 
opportunities, so that they see their future here in Honduras and 
not elsewhere.” President Obama has proposed $1 billion in new 
aid to Central America, earmarking 40 percent for such programs.

Paris  
Workers strip executives: Air 
France workers angry over 
impending layoffs stormed an 
executive meeting at Charles de 
Gaulle Airport and ripped the 
shirts and suit jackets off of sev-
eral top airline executives. Air 
France’s human resources deputy 
director Xavier Broseta and Pierre 

Plissonnier, head of long-haul flights, clambered over a metal fence 
to escape the mob, their torn clothing trailing after them. French 
leaders and union officials alike condemned the attack. “When 
you physically attack people, when you try to humiliate them in a 
crowd, that has nothing to do with the trouble a company is in,” 
said Prime Minister Manuel Valls. Air France plans to cut 1,700 
ground staff, 900 cabin crew, and 300 pilots, and increase pilots’ 
hours, in a bid to return to profitability.
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Undercover cop

Broseta: Relieved of his shirt

Pritzker

Searching for survivors 



The world at a glance ... NEWS 9

Moscow 
Snowden wants to come home: NSA whistle-
blower Edward Snowden says he wants to 
come back to the U.S. and serve time in prison. 
Snowden, a former U.S. government contractor, 
fled to Russia in 2013 after leaking documents 
that revealed the existence of massive NSA 
surveillance programs. If convicted under 
the Espionage Act, which does not allow 
for mitigating pleas of public interest, he would face life in prison. 
Officials have floated the idea of a plea bargain that would hand 
Snowden a five-year prison term, but he refuses to plead guilty 
to a felony, saying that would deter future whistleblowers. “So 
far, [U.S. officials] said they won’t torture me, which is a start, I 
think. But we haven’t gotten much further than that,” he said.

Jerusalem 
Third intifada? Fears of a Palestinian uprising escalated this week, 
as thousands of police officers cordoned off Arab neighborhoods 
in Jerusalem after a wave of Palestinian attacks on Israeli fami-
lies. Gun and knife attacks, apparently not coordinated, have 
killed four Israelis in the past week, including a man and a rabbi 
stabbed to death on the street and a couple shot dead in their car 
as their four children looked on. Odel Bennett, who survived a 
stabbing attack, said Palestinians were laughing and sneering at 
her as she begged for help, clutching her children. Police fatally 
shot three of the alleged perpetrators. Tensions have been rising 
for weeks, with Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas accusing 
Israeli leaders of preparing to divide the contested Old City com-
pound that houses the Jewish and Muslim holy sites, the Temple 
Mount and Al-Aqsa Mosque. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has repeatedly denied the allegation. 

Palmyra 
ISIS blows up arch: ISIS continued its destruction of archaeo-
logical treasures in the ancient Syrian city of Palmyra this week, 
blowing up the famous Arch of Triumph. The arch was a main 
feature of the colonnaded streets in the 2,000-year-old settlement, 
which once linked the Roman 
Empire to Persia. “This is a sys-
tematic destruction of the city,” 
said Maamun Abdulkarim, Syria’s 
head of antiquities. “They want to 
raze it completely.” ISIS considers 
pre-Islamic monuments, tombs, and 
statues to be idolatrous, and its mil-
itants destroy any artifact too large 
to be sold on the black market. 

Luhansk, Ukraine 
Rebels, army pull back: Both the 
Ukrainian army and Russian-backed 
rebels in eastern Ukraine have pulled 
back troops and heavy weaponry 
from the front line, in the latest 
sign that a long-flouted cease-fire 
agreement might finally be holding. 
Separatists also agreed to postpone 
their local elections, planned for this 
month but opposed by Kiev, until next February to allow time 
for compromise. The concessions came after Russian President 
Vladimir Putin met with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko as 
well as German and French leaders last week. “Moscow has actu-
ally delivered,” a German government source told Reuters. Putin 
continues to deny having sent Russian troops to eastern Ukraine; 
he says the thousands of armed Russians there are volunteers.

Bisara, India 
Man killed over beef: The lynching of a Muslim man by a Hindu 
mob who suspected him of eating beef has sparked fears of ris-
ing Hindu nationalism in India under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. Mohammad Akhlaq, 52, was beaten to death last week 
at his home near New Delhi after a Hindu priest announced on 
a temple loudspeaker that his family had slaughtered a calf and 
kept the meat. Several leaders from Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party 
made excuses for the killing and said the perpetrators should not 
be punished. Modi, a vegetarian who campaigned on the protec-
tion of cows, has not spoken about the lynching.

Pyongyang, North Korea 
NYU student freed: South Korean authorities are questioning a 
New York University student freed this week after five months 

in North Korean custody. 
Joo Won-Moon, 21, a South 
Korean national and U.S. 
permanent resident, took 
a semester off from col-
lege, traveled to China, and 
climbed over a barbed-wire 
fence to get into North 
Korea. In an interview from 
prison in May, he told CNN 
he sought arrest on purpose 

as a way to repair relations between North and South Korea. “I 
thought that some great event could happen,” he said. Several 
other Americans and South Koreans have sought arrest in North 
Korea for similar reasons. Joo could be charged in Seoul with 
entering enemy territory without permission; North and South 
Korea are technically still at war.
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Joo (center): Hoped for ‘great event.’

Separatist fighters leave the front.

Towering ‘Triumph’ destroyed.

Snowden: I’ll serve time.

Mourning a slain rabbi



People10 NEWS 

Punk’s transgender pioneer 
Laura Jane Grace is a trailblazer even by punk’s 
rebellious standards, said Fiona Sturges in The 
Independent (U.K.). The heavily tattooed lead 
singer of punk band Against Me! used to be 
known as Tom Gabel, until she stunned her 
fans three years ago by announcing she was a 
transgender woman and would begin a process 
of transition. At first, coming out was wonder-

fully liberating, says Grace—who watched with astonishment as 
her wife, bandmates, and fans lined up to support her. “There was 
a surge of momentum,” she says. “It’s almost like you’re pushing 
this rock up a hill, and you finally reach the top and then it just 
rolls down.” But when the initial frenzy died down, Grace had to 
deal with the challenging aftermath. Weak from hormone treat-
ments, she suffered a debilitating parasitic infection. Then she and 
her wife, Heather—who faced constant questions about whether 
she now considered herself a lesbian—got a divorce. Today, Grace 
is healthy and happy—and her punk fans remain as supportive as 
ever. She has also picked up a whole new trans fan base, and the 
vibe of her shows has taken a surprising turn. “I’ve heard venue 
staff comment on how nice and friendly the kids who come to see 
us are,” says Grace. “Whereas in the past they were, like, ‘Just get 
the f--- out of here.’” 

What Keith Richards does in his downtime
Keith Richards is supposed to be the hard-drinking, pot-smoking 
wild man of rock ’n’ roll, says Alexis Petridis in The Guardian 
(U.K.). But at 71—with five grandchildren, a happy marriage 
in its fourth decade, and arthritic fingers from too much guitar 
picking—he has toned things down a little. When he’s not on the 
road with the Rolling Stones, he putters about quietly at home 
with his wife, Patti Hansen. “I watch the wife garden. She loves 
to prune things sometimes, and I sort of sit there and go, ‘Oh, 
you missed a bit.’ I might get the hose out, do a bit of watering. 
God, I just do what any other old bloke does. I love my old lady, 
and she can make me do anything. And, hopefully, I’m a pretty 
good granddad, because [my grandchildren] also seem to like 
me.” Increasingly, he admits, his debauched public image feels 
like a burden. “What? ‘Keef’? With the bottle of bourbon in one 
hand and a joint in the other? In a way, I’m flattered that old 
Keef’s become that sort of cartoon figure. I guess what I mean is 
that when I meet people in an art gallery and I’m talking about 
Caravaggio with them, they go, ‘Oh, we thought you’d be differ-
ent.’ Then it feels like a ball and chain.”

Justin Theroux has a crazy alter ego, said Kevin Fallon in 
TheDailyBeast.com. Since getting together with tabloid-magnet 
actress Jennifer Aniston—the couple married in August—the 
Hollywood actor and screenwriter has had every aspect of his 
life, real or imagined, pored over by gossip writers. Each week, 
the celebrity rags come up with a new and farcical story involving 
Theroux. “It’s almost like having an avatar, or a clone,” he says. 
“This clone that’s completely insane. They’re out in this world 
doing their own thing and it has no bearing on my life or what 
I do.” The tabloid version of Justin Theroux is an angry, volatile 
man who flies off the handle at the prospect of attending a baby 
shower, and who almost launched “World War III” when “Jen” 
suggested he get a nose job. “He’s the most unstable, emotional 
person on the planet—constantly storming out, getting furious, 
crying,” says Theroux of his tabloid doppelgänger. “I don’t know 
that guy.” At first, the 44-year-old couldn’t understand why people 
were so fascinated by his life, but now he has come to accept 
it. “If they want to be interested, they can,” he says. “But I don’t 
want to chain myself to an idiot, so I don’t follow it.”
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 Jim Carrey’s ex-girlfriend Cathriona White, 
who was found dead of an apparent suicide 

last week, overdosed on prescrip-
tion pills prescribed to Carrey 
under an alias, says TMZ.com. 

Law enforcement officials 
said that White, 30, was 
found in her Los Angeles 
home next to three empty 
pill bottles containing the 
sleeping aid Ambien, the 
painkiller Percocet, and the 

beta blocker propranolol—
all of which were prescribed 
by the same doctor to a 
fictitious male in an attempt 
to protect Carrey’s privacy. 

Carrey, 53, had been dating the Irish makeup 
artist on and off since meeting her in 2012, 
but the pair had split up again just days be-
fore White committed suicide. Friends said 
that White had recently become involved in 
Scientology, but was struggling to complete 
the church’s anti-depression course in the 
run-up to her death. In a final tweet just 
before her suicide, White wrote, “Signing 
off Twitter, I hope I have been a light to my 
nearest and dearest.” 

Kate Hudson, 36, is rumored to be dating 
tween idol Nick Jonas, 23—and was even 
spotted treating the young pop star to a day 
out at Disney in Orlando. Hudson and Jonas 
were photographed giggling as they took a 
ride on the Rock n’ Roller Coaster at Disney’s 
Hollywood Studios, before the actress and 
mother of two accompanied Jonas to his 

gig in Orlando that evening. The next day, 
they were seen having a romantic brunch to-
gether in Miami. The pair have been hooking 
up, a source told Us Weekly, but aren’t ready 
to tell the world they’re an official couple.

Big Bang Theory star Kaley Cuoco- Sweeting 
and tennis pro husband Ryan Sweeting are 
divorcing after just 21 months. Their relation-
ship fell apart after Sweeting developed an 
addiction to painkillers prescribed following 
back surgery in 2014, says Us Weekly. Sweet-
ing, who was once ranked No. 64 in the world, 
had promised Cuoco several times that he 
would go to rehab, according to a friend—
but never did. “[Cuoco] supported him, but 
she said he couldn’t make the commitment 
to get sober,” they added. Sweeting tried to 
save the marriage by entering rehab in Sep-
tember, but it was too late, sources said. 
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How much does China pollute? 
China has overtaken the U.S. as the 
world’s largest economy, and over the 
past two decades its blitz of industrializa-
tion has pulled millions of people out of 
poverty—and pumped millions of tons of 
carbon into the atmosphere. From 2008 
to 2013 alone, annual energy consump-
tion in China rose more than 50 percent. 
Some 70 percent of that electricity was 
generated from the worst possible source: 
coal. China burns as much coal as the rest 
of the world combined, and it now emits 
twice as much total carbon as the U.S. 
(although Americans still lead the world 
in per capita emissions). You can see the 
results in the thick haze that blankets Beijing and just about every 
other city. In fact, just a handful of China’s 500 largest cities meet 
World Health Organization standards for air quality.

How bad is the smog? 
Air pollution kills more than half a million Chinese people every 
year. Runners in the Beijing International Marathon last year had 
to wear face masks against the smothering yellow haze, and smog 
alerts routinely force cities to ban driving and temporarily shut 
down factories. The filth has begun to cause what Chinese author-
ities fear most: political unrest. China now has more than 50,000 
environmental protests a year, mostly local demonstrations against 
planned factories and waste incineration plants. Communist Party 
officials and business leaders aren’t happy about the pollution, 
either. “Watching people wearing anti-toxin masks in the capital is 
pretty embarrassing,” said Yun Gongmin, head of China Huadian, 
one of the largest state-owned energy companies. “Nobody wants 
to live in a polluting city for fear of getting diseases.”

What is China doing about it? 
China’s authorities are making a major push to curb emissions, 
both to ease the smog and alleviate the consequences of climate 
change. In Washington last month, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
announced that a national cap-and-trade program, the world’s big-
gest, would begin in 2017. Chinese com-
panies that emit more greenhouse gases 
than the allowed cap will be fined, while 
those that emit less can sell their credits. 
China is also pouring money into renew-
able energy, investing $90 billion last 
year alone, more than any other country. 
It has ramped up its solar power at a 
staggering rate, building sprawling solar 
farms in the Gobi Desert and increas-
ing capacity this year by 18 gigawatts, 
an amount equal to the entire solar 
capacity of the U.S. China is already the 
world’s largest producer of wind power, 
with thousands of turbines installed in 
the windy west and plans to more than 
double the number of turbines over the 
next five years. It’s also the world’s larg-
est hydropower producer, home to half 
the world’s 80,000 dams and building 
many more every year. 

Is that making a difference? 
At a 2014 summit with President 
Obama, Xi pledged that China’s emis-
sions would peak by 2030 and then 
drop. Less than a year later, China is 
already ahead of that goal, with emis-
sions now predicted to peak in 2025. 
In the first few months of 2015, 
China’s coal use fell almost 8 percent 
compared with last year’s, a reduction 
equal to all the carbon dioxide emit-
ted by the U.K. over that period. Part 
of that drop came because of China’s 
economic slowdown, but the coun-
try’s new commitment to renewables 
means that even when the economy 

picks up, the extra power will come from greener sources. In 
2009, China pledged to reduce its “carbon intensity,” the ratio of 
emissions to energy produced, by 45 percent by 2020. It’s now 
more than halfway there, so authorities have set themselves a new 
goal of 65 percent.

Can these numbers be trusted? 
China has moved so fast to expand the use of green energy that 
much of its new capacity is just that—capacity. Getting the energy 
produced hooked up to the power grid so it can be consumed will 
be a huge challenge. Many of the wind and solar farms, for exam-
ple, are far from big cities, and authorities haven’t yet worked 
out a way to store and transport all the energy they produce. 
China’s big hydropower projects, such as the Three Gorges Dam, 
have also displaced millions of people and taken their own toll 
on the environment. Meanwhile, even though China is ramping 
up renewables, it is still the world’s biggest user of coal. And as 
Chinese consumers grow more affluent, they use more energy. Last 
year, China’s per capita CO2 emissions passed those of the EU.

How will climate talks be affected? 
A thorny source of discord in global climate talks has been the 
disconnect between what is expected of rich Western countries 
and what is expected of developing nations. The 1997 Kyoto 

Protocol, for example, had no bind-
ing limits for emissions by China, 
India, or any country in Africa or 
South America, while the U.S. was 
supposed to slash emissions by 7 per-
cent. Congressional Republicans were 
furious at the perceived double stan-
dard and blocked U.S. ratification of 
Kyoto. But China’s new push to lower 
its emissions undercuts the argument 
that Western efforts to combat climate 
change won’t ultimately make a dif-
ference. At the U.N. Climate Change 
Conference in Paris at the end of 
this year, China has said, it, too, will 
commit to binding emissions cuts. 
“We should firmly pursue green, low-
carbon, circular, and sustainable devel-
opment,” Xi told the U.N. General 
Assembly last month. “China will 
shoulder its share of responsibility.”

Briefing NEWS 11

Heavy smog swallows buildings in Shandong province.

China’s green revolution
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Climate migrants 
Climate change has already forced the resettle-
ment of a quarter million people in China. Over 
the past 50 years, the average temperature 
in the central region of Xihaigu has risen by 
nearly 4 degrees Fahrenheit and rainfall has 
fallen by a third, making some areas uninhabit-
able. Until recently, residents relied on stored 
rainwater, and in dry years spent half their 
earnings trucking in water just to stay alive. 
Local authorities finally gave up and relocated 
the entire town of Zhoutao to the nearby city 
of Hongsibu, and water was diverted from the 
Yellow River to accommodate them—all at a 
cost of some $1 billion. “Three main factors led 
to the ecological fragility of Xihaigu: nature, 
human impact, and climate change,” Hohai 
University analyst Chen Shaojun told The 
Guardian. As temperatures rise, many more 
Chinese may be forced to move.

The world’s worst polluter is worried about climate change, and is now the biggest global investor in green technology.
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An Italian man who was 
running late for his flight 
decided to hold the plane up 
by calling in a bomb threat. 
Police say the 46-year-old 
man, who was scheduled 
to fly from Turin to Rome, 
called the police to report 
that he’d overheard two 
Arab men saying they’d “put 
a bomb on board.” The plane 
delayed its takeoff and re-
turned to the terminal to be 
searched, but when the man 
arrived at the airport and 
tried to board the plane, he 
was arrested. He could face 
a lengthy prison sentence. 

If you’re extremely proud 
of your tattoo, good news: 
It doesn’t have to be buried 
with you. The 
National As-
sociation for 
the Preserva-
tion of Skin Art 
has published 
a guide for the 
inked on how 
to have their 
tattoos posthu-
mously removed, preserved, 
and framed to be hung on 
a loved one’s wall. When 
the tattooed person dies, 
NAPSA sends over a pres-
ervation kit to be brought 
to the funeral home, so the 
tattooed area of skin can 
be sliced off and sent to the 
organization. Three to six 
months later, the framed tat-
too will arrive. “Your story, 
your spirit, and your legacy 
can live on for generations 
to come,” NAPSA promises 
on its website. 

Employees of a Chinese 
company who failed to 
make sales targets were 
forced to crawl for hours 
in public. The disgraced 
employees had to make a 
lap around Ruyi Lake in the 
city of Zhengzhou, with a 
supervisor watching to make 
sure everyone crawled. One 
worker wept piteously, and 
most ripped their pants dur-
ing the ordeal. After photos 
of the crawling  workers 
went viral, one commenter 
said, “I suddenly feel my 
manager is so nice to me.” 

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

Recycling may make people feel “the warm glow” of virtue, said John 
Tierney, but it’s largely a waste of time and money. After two decades 
of strenuous efforts to get Americans to recycle, prices for recyclable 
materials have plummeted, and it’s generally more expensive for com-
munities “to recycle household waste than to send it to a landfill.” 
Ah, but we’re saving the environment! you say. Not really. Studies 
show that recycling cardboard, paper, and aluminum cans does make 
environmental sense, but sorting and recycling glass, food scraps, and 
all kinds of plastic achieves little or no net environmental gain. When 
all the impacts are added up, shipping garbage to modern incinera-
tors equipped with effective air scrubbers or to well-insulated landfills 
causes no more environmental damage than collecting, sorting, ship-
ping, and processing recyclables. Many rural communities welcome 
landfills as a source of revenue, and all the trash generated by Ameri-
cans for the next 1,000 years would fit in 0.1 percent of available land. 
These facts are heresy to green activists, who’ve turned recycling into 
a “religious ritual” and are pushing for 100 percent of waste to be re-
cycled. But it’s a ritual of increasingly dubious value. 

“No roughhousing. No superhero games. No tag. And certainly no 
dodgeball.’’ These are the new norms on school playgrounds through-
out the U.S., said Virginia Postrel, as educators try to impose a “zero 
tolerance’’ policy on any kind of aggressive play by kids. It’s all based 
on the nonsensical belief that playing rough will make kids more ag-
gressive and antisocial; in reality, the opposite is true. Psychological re-
search shows that aggressive physical play is not only good exercise for 
our increasingly inactive school kids, “it’s essential to childhood devel-
opment.’’ In such games, kids learn to communicate verbally and non-
verbally, how to follow rules, how to win and lose, how their bodies 
move, and how much strength they can use without hurting others. Yes, 
some particularly aggressive kids get too rough during such games, but 
these are precisely the kids who need feedback and discipline to learn 
social norms. When kids are banned from any expression of their natu-
ral aggression, research indicates, they “actually tend to be more violent 
in later life.’’ To grow up, kids need experience in the real, rough-and-
tumble world. Adults should stop depriving them of it.  

Donald Trump’s stunning lead in the GOP presidential race reveals “a 
much deeper problem at the heart of modern democracy: widespread 
voter ignorance,” said Ilya Somin. Polls show that 40 percent of Re-
publicans without college degrees support Trump (as opposed to 19 
percent of college graduates), and the main reason for their support is 
that he’s a self-assured, highly entertaining celebrity who knows how 
to talk on TV. Since many of his Republican supporters “don’t know 
much about politics,” it doesn’t matter to them that Trump has a long 
history of liberal stances and support for Democrats. The popularity 
of his anti-immigration stance, too, is based on ignorance: Immigrants 
have a lower crime rate than native-born people, and provide little 
or no job competition to natives, since they take mostly menial jobs. 
The sobering reality is that most Americans—and not just Trump 
 supporters—follow politics and government superficially, and don’t 
even know the names of their representatives or which party controls 
Congress. These low-information voters are “ripe for exploitation” by 
manipulative candidates and interest groups. That’s the “truly frighten-
ing reality revealed by The Donald.”

Is recycling
largely
an illusion?
John Tierney
The New York Times

A politically
ignorant
majority
Ilya Somin
USA Today

The folly of 
banning
rough play
Virginia Postrel
BloombergView.com

“The West was caught unprepared by the rise of the Islamic State, as it was a 
decade and a half ago by the attacks of al Qaida. The unpreparedness was not 

accidental. It happened because of a blind spot in the secular mind: the inability to see the elemen-
tal, world-shaking power of religion when hijacked by politics. Ever since the rise of modern science, 
intellectuals have been convinced that faith is in intensive care, about to die. What the secularists 
forgot is that Homo sapiens is the meaning-seeking animal. If there is one thing the great institu-
tions of the modern world do not do, it is to provide meaning. Religion has returned because it is 
hard to live without meaning.” Jonathan Sacks in The Wall Street Journal

Viewpoint
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UNITED KINGDOM The government is about to strip us of our free 
speech, said Philip Johnston. The anti-terrorism 
bill the Conservatives are now drafting has worthy 
aims, including stopping “radical Islamist preach-
ers influencing a new generation of potential ter-
rorists.” But it proposes to do that by outlawing 
any speech that incites people against “fundamen-
tal British values,” enumerated as democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty, and freedom of reli-
gion. That’s a pretty broad brush. Top Labor MP 
John McDonnell, for example, has called on fol-
lowers “to use whatever means to bring this gov-
ernment down”—which rather sounds like a call 

to insurrection. Should he be jailed? How about 
someone who expresses dismay at same-sex mar-
riage? That was once a mainstream religious view 
and is now akin to hate speech—is it, too, against 
British values? Prime Minister David Cameron says 
we have been too tolerant of Islamists among us by 
telling them that as long as they obey the law, we 
will leave them alone. Now we must apparently 
harass them for what they say, not just what they 
do. I’m as alarmed by Islamism as anyone, but 
“surely obedience of the law without interference 
by the state is the basis of British liberty.” If we 
give that up, what are we defending?

Political correctness reigns in Austria, said 
Christian Ortner. Austrians are only too happy 
to distinguish themselves from neighboring 
 Hungarians—who have put up a border fence to 
stop the influx of migrants from Syria, Iraq, and 
Africa—by “self-righteously” playing the wel-
coming host. Perhaps we are trying to compete 
with the Germans, who have ostentatiously flung 
open their doors. Any Austrian who raises a le-
gitimate concern about the arrival of hundreds of 
thousands of poor Muslims who don’t speak our 
language and aren’t trained for our workforce is 
pilloried as some kind of racist. And yet there are 
grounds for worry. What will be the consequences 

of allowing thousands of unvaccinated children 
into the Austrian school system? Will there be 
outbreaks of measles, epidemics of rubella? To 
ask these questions is not to brand the Syrians 
filthy or pestilent—it is merely prudent. Shouldn’t 
we evaluate the political ramifications of giving 
social security benefits and free housing to new-
comers while those who have worked here for 
decades and paid into the system still find them-
selves on long waitlists for subsidized housing? If 
we continue to “brand as a Nazi” every person 
who “lays an unpleasant fact upon the table,” we 
will not find solutions to the very real problems 
of mass immigration. 

A
P

Europe has come crawling to Turkey, 
said Ilnur Cevik in Daily Sabah (Tur-
key). European leaders invited Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
to Brussels this week, begging him to 
help solve their growing migrant crisis 
by better policing Turkey’s porous 
border. Satisfyingly, Erdogan was 
able to “call out” their incompetent 
handling of the monstrous regime 
of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. 
Erdogan, of course, has been “right 
all along,” firmly opposing Assad and 
sheltering more than 2 million Syr-
ians and Iraqis. “We are the country 
under threat here,” Erdogan told the 
EU leaders. “Yet we did not close our doors to the refugees and 
asylum seekers.” The EU offered Turkey money to build more 
refugee camps on Turkish soil and asked it to agree to take back 
any refugees who leave Turkey. But Erdogan stood firm on his 
conditions, insisting that the EU pay to train and arm Syrian 
rebels, create a safe zone for civilians within Syria, and enforce a 
no-fly zone near the border with Turkey. 

The EU’s plea couldn’t come at a better time for Erdogan, said 
Markus Bernath in Der Standard (Austria). Elections are next 
month, and the president wants to win an outright majority so 
he can rewrite the constitution to consolidate presidential power. 
Even if EU leaders refuse his demands, he got “pictures for the 
Turkish media” depicting him as “Europe’s savior.” It’s all so 
hypocritical, said Leyla Ipekci in Yeni Safak (Turkey). Just a few 
weeks ago, the EU was painting Erdogan as an ogre and criticiz-

ing his “tyranny, betrayal, and des-
potism.” Now that their own coun-
tries are being overrun by migrants, 
though, they suddenly “see Erdogan 
as the political leader they need.” 

The EU appears willing to abandon 
all principle to spare itself the head-
ache of taking in desperate refugees, 
said Ali Yurttagul in Today’s Zaman 
(Turkey). Under Erdogan, Turkish 
“rule of law has been completely 
undermined.” He has had hundreds 
of prosecutors, judges, and journal-
ists arrested, and allows police to 
beat up demonstrators. His reign 

has left Turkey much further from EU norms than when it first 
began negotiating for membership. But selfish European leaders 
care nothing for that, as long as Turkey seals its border.

There’s little chance Turkey can stop refugees from leaving, no 
matter how much money the EU throws at it, said Michael Mar-
tens in the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (Germany). Under 
Turkey’s World War II–era refugee law, only Europeans qualify 
for asylum, not Syrians or Iraqis or Africans. The refugees in 
Turkey have no future there, no hope of jobs or integration, so 
they are determined to get to the EU. And now the problem is 
worsening. Turkey’s war on Kurdish terrorists in the south is in-
discriminately hitting the entire Kurdish population. The Kurds, 
too, may soon flee. Then Europe will find itself “negotiating for 
solutions to the refugee crisis with the very man whose policies 
are triggering a new wave of refugees.”

Banning
some speech
silences us all
Philip Johnston
The Daily Telegraph

AUSTRIA

Syrian migrants land in Lesbos, Greece, from Turkey.

Facing up
to the troubles
migrants bring
Christian Ortner
Die Presse
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Having failed at everything else, President Oba ma is 
now trying to secure a legacy as an  environmentalist—
at Canada’s expense, said the National Post. 
The word in Washington is that Obama is going 
to refuse approval of the Keystone XL pipeline, 
which would run from Alberta oil sands through 
Montana to Nebraska and then connect with 
a pipeline to the Texas coast. The seven years 
and billions of dollars TransCanada Corp. has 
invested in the project, as well as the “countless 
hours explaining, lobbying, and debating the mer-
its” of the pipeline, will all have been for nothing. 
And why? Killing Keystone will not transform 

Obama into some green hero. Alberta’s oil sands 
fields will simply find some other means of ex-
port—and in any case, they are not particularly 
polluting, emitting only as much carbon dioxide 
as the coal-fired electricity plants in the state of 
Wyoming. Obama will still have the legacy he 
has earned: A foreign policy failure whose early 
pullout from Iraq caused that nation’s collapse 
and whose inaction on Syria has fueled the great-
est refugee crisis of our time. Should he cancel this 
pipeline, it won’t be an act of statecraft. It will be 
“a small and petty parting shot from a weak and 
weakened president.”

Nigerian elders in northern states are sabotaging 
the fight against Boko Haram, said Jude Ndukwe. 
One would expect that no decent person would 
help this vicious Islamist group, infamous for kid-
napping and enslaving women and girls and press-
ganging young boys into their ranks. But elders and 
political figures from Borno to Adamawa to Yobe 
have been “conspiring with Boko Haram while 
frustrating the efforts of the military.” In many 
cases they enlist imams to preach support for the 
terrorists. At first, those of us who heard rumors of 
the elders’ support thought they had “embarked on 
this wicked mission” as a political tool to discredit 

the government of former President Goodluck 
Jonathan, making him look weak on terror so 
that he would lose the election. But that goal was 
achieved in March, when President Muhammadu 
Buhari was elected. Yet still, the Nigerian military 
said this week, the northern elders are supporting 
the militants. Perhaps their motivation is not politi-
cal, but financial. Or perhaps the machinations 
go deeper. Why, for example, would the Nigerian 
military not arrest any person it knew to be sabo-
taging its efforts? “How connected are these people 
to the highest authorities of the land that even our 
military seems to be cowed?”N
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Will Obama’s 
weakness kill 
Keystone?
Editorial
National Post

The murky
forces behind
Boko Haram
Jude Ndukwe
This Day

An old Russian proverb says the loudest 
cries of “Stop, thief!” tend to come from 
the thief himself, said Yevgeny Shesta-
kov in Rossiyskaya Gazeta. That adage 
comes to mind when we hear American 
complaints about Russia’s military de-
ployment in Syria. Unlike the U.S.-led 
coalition airstrikes, the Russian military 
operations in Syria are actually legal. 
The U.S. received no U.N. mandate to 
conduct attacks on any group in Syria; 
instead, it justifies its actions by saying 
that since it is helping Baghdad fight the 
Islamic State in Iraq, it must also pursue 
ISIS in Syria. Russia, by contrast, was 
expressly invited by the legitimate gov-
ernment of Syria to battle the terrorists 
there. While the U.S. offers ever-shifting 
rationales for its aggressions, which mask 
its true aim of regime change, Russia has 
set a specific, clear military goal: to help 
President Bashar al-Assad defeat ISIS.

Russia has a direct stake in the battle against ISIS, said Sergey 
Markedonov in Russia-Direct.org. The terrorist group has “al-
ready earmarked the North Caucasus and Russia as a whole as a 
target.” Its inner circle of leaders contains several Chechens and 
Georgians, and Russian speakers make up the single largest non-
Arab group fighting in Syria. These fighters are even more dan-
gerous to Russia than European jihadis are to Europe. While the 
Europeans fear that their nationals might return to commit ter-
rorist acts, Russians know that their nationals could come home 

and “start actual insurgencies against 
Russian interests and rule” in Chechnya 
or Dagestan, as one European intelli-
gence officer put it.

Russians also have a significant eco-
nomic interest in keeping Assad in 
power: to protect our gas exports, said 
Aleksey Topalov in Gazeta.ru. Qatar 
has been seeking easy access to the Eu-
ropean market for natural gas by float-
ing the idea of building a pipeline across 
Syria to Turkey. Assad has refused to as-
sent to such a deal, “largely because of 
religious differences” between the Qa-
tari Sunnis and his own Alawite Shiite 
sect. Were he to fall, Qatar could, using 
its considerable wealth, persuade who-
ever takes his place to build the pipeline. 
Russia, currently the main supplier of 
natural gas to Europe, would have to 
cut its prices to remain competitive. 

Yet the main reason for President Vladimir Putin to intervene in 
Syria is simply to show that he can, said Sergei Strokan in Kom-
mersant. Analyst Dmitry Polikanov has said Russia’s presence in 
Syria shows “a return to the stage as a global player, an active 
and successful fighter against the evil in the world.” After more 
than a year of being shunned and isolated over the annexation 
of Crimea, Russia is now invited to the table again. The struggle 
in Syria, then, is less about ISIS and more “about who will play 
first fiddle in world politics.”

Russia: Why Putin is right to help Syria

Russian fighter jets at Syria’s Hmeymim Airbase
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For the first time since 
2009, the NFL in Septem-
ber went an entire calendar 
month without any of its 
players being arrested. The 
most recent arrest came on 
Aug. 26.  
BleacherReport.com

Over the past couple of 
months, the most-asked 
questions about 2016 
presidential candidates on 
Google were from people 
who wanted to know 
Hillary Clinton’s age, Jeb 
Bush’s height, and Donald 
Trump’s net worth.  
Associated Press

American gun makers 
nearly doubled their an-
nual production of guns 
between 2009 and 2013, 
from 5.6 million firearms 
manufactured to 10.9 mil-
lion. Although Congress 
has passed no new gun 
laws since 2008, the surge 

in sales was 
fueled by the 
belief that 
President 
Obama was 
going to ban all 
or most guns.  
WashingtonPost 

.com

 When as-
sessing a possible match 
on dating sites, single 
people put a person’s per-
sonal hygiene first, and his 
or her grammar second, 
according to a new survey 
by Match.com. People who 
make grammatical or spell-
ing errors in their dating 
profiles—such as using 
“their” for “there”—are a 
big turnoff to 88 percent 
of women and 75 percent 
of men.  
The Wall Street Journal

 The number of children 
ages 6 to 17 playing team 
sports is down 4 percent 
from 2009, with more 
parents encouraging their 
kids to specialize in one 
sport in hopes of getting a 
college scholarship. In that 
high-pressure atmosphere, 
70 percent of kids now quit 
organized sports by age 13.  
WashingtonPost.com

Fantasy sports: A sucker’s game?
“Turn on your TV right 
now,” and you’ll probably 
see a fantasy sports com-
mercial “before you can 
count to 10,” said Norman 
Chad in The Washington 
Post. The airwaves are being 
flooded with get-rich-quick 
messages from FanDuel 
and DraftKings, the two 
leading firms that have 
turned fantasy leagues into 
“sports betting on steroids.” In traditional fantasy 
leagues, friends assemble hypothetical teams and 
see whose players have the best cumulative sta-
tistics on the field over a whole season. But Fan-
Duel and DraftKings organize daily and weekly 
fantasy games for football, baseball, and other 
sports. To lure the gullible, entry fees are as little 
as 25 cents; prizes run into seven figures. “Pick 
your players, pick up your cash,” DraftKings 
proclaims in its ads, as if there were no chance of 
losing. Fantasy sports were excluded from a law 
banning online gambling because they’re consid-
ered “games of skill,” said The New York Times 
in an editorial. But encouraging fans to bet will 
inevitably “threaten the integrity of sports and 
create more gambling addicts.”

“The moral panic over fantasy sports betting is 
misguided,” said Seth Stevenson in Slate.com. 
Are DraftKings and FanDuel any worse than 

government lotteries, or 
online trading? More than 
41 mil lion Americans and 
Canadians played fantasy 
sports last year, and one 
study found that 80 per-
cent of players lose less 
than $10 a month. Most 
consider that a fair price 
for the entertainment of 
playing and the “burst of 
adrenaline” it produces. 

But fantasy sports leagues make suckers of casual 
fans, said Neil Irwin in The New York Times. The 
top 1.3 per  cent of players rake in 77 per cent of 
the winnings, because they spend hours each day 
feeding data about players into customized predic-
tive algorithms, and submit hundreds of different 
team entries. How do you compete with that?

That reality won’t stop the explosive growth of 
fantasy sports, said Michael Rand in the Min-
neapolis Star Tribune, because “getting rich quick 
is the new American Dream.” Americans used 
to believe that if they worked hard enough, they 
could climb the economic ladder and eventually 
even become rich. But as “the gap between the 
rich and the poor” has widened, belief in that 
ideal has faded. Instead, people now pin their 
hopes on “all-or-nothing fantasies.” The wild 
popularity of DraftKings and FanDuel is “a 
reflection—for better or worse—of America.”

Noted

Now it’s personal, said Eliana Johnson and 
Elaina Plott in NationalReview.com. “The long-
simmering tension between former Florida Gov. 
Jeb Bush and his onetime protégé, Florida Sen. 
Marco Rubio, has become a public spat.” Hav-
ing fallen far behind in the polls, Bush last week 
launched a direct attack on Rubio, widely viewed 
as his chief establishment rival for the Republican 
presidential nomination. Bush dismissed Rubio as 
an inexperienced newcomer who “followed my 
lead” in Florida, and then dished out the ultimate 
insult: He compared Rubio to President Obama, 
who promised hope and change but lacked “the 
leadership skills to fix things.” Unfortunately for 
Bush, most Republican voters don’t care about 
experience, said Jim Newell in Slate.com. A 
new Pew Research poll found that 65 percent of 
Republicans preferred new ideas over “experi-
ence and a proven record.” Worst of all for Bush, 
he dropped to “a horrific 4 percent” nationally 
while the rising Rubio climbed to 8 percent.
 
The Bush-Rubio rivalry is “likely to become 
a protracted, all-out war,” said Pema Levy in 
MotherJones.com. It will probably be decided by 
Florida’s March 15 primary, “a symbolic must-
win” for each candidate. To win the general elec-

tion, Republicans must capture the crucial swing 
state, which President Obama won twice. A deci-
sive primary defeat in their home state would be 
fatal to either Bush or Rubio, so the campaigning 
there is likely to be “bloody.”

Bush may not last that long, said David Catanese 
in USNews.com. On the stump, he’s been a tone-
deaf gaffe machine. His “stuff happens” response 
to the Oregon massacre last week sounded hor-
ribly cavalier, and he can’t shake Trump’s merci-
less attacks on his “low-energy” style. Rubio, 
by contrast, has been sharp and adroit, and his 
prescient prediction that Vladimir Putin would 
intervene to prop up President Bashar al-Assad 
in Syria boosts his foreign-policy credibility. “Jeb, 
this isn’t working,” said Will Rahn in TheDaily 
Beast.com. There are reports you may deploy 
your brother, George W., on the trail in a desper-
ate effort to win over Republicans who still feel 
loyalty to your family. But even if that somehow 
worked, reminding the country of the last, disas-
trous Bush presidency would doom you in the 
general election. “It’s time to drop out,” let the 
GOP coalesce around Rubio or another establish-
ment candidate, and save “your country and your 
party from Donald Trump.” 

Bush vs. Rubio: The war is on

A DraftKings commercial: Get rich quick!

THE WEEK October 16, 2015



“Anyone who takes him-
self too seriously always 
runs the risk of looking 
ridiculous; anyone who 

can consistently laugh at 
himself does not.”  

Vaclav Havel, quoted in  
United Press International

“I’ve always thought that 
hell is the people you 

could one day become.” 
Novelist Valeria Luiselli, 

quoted in TheParisReview.com

“Pure and complete sor-
row is as impossible as 
pure and complete joy.”  

Leo Tolstoy, quoted in 
TheBrowser.com

“Nobody will ever win 
the battle of the sexes. 

There’s just too much frat-
ernizing with the enemy.” 

Henry Kissinger, quoted in  
The New York Times

“Rivers know this: There 
is no hurry. We shall get 

there some day.” 
A.A. Milne, quoted in  

The Wall Street Journal

“The more original a dis-
covery, the more obvious 

it seems afterwards.”  
Novelist Arthur Koestler, 

quoted in the  
Tallahassee Democrat 

“The only real elegance 
is in the mind; if you’ve 
got that, the rest really 

comes from it.” 
Diana Vreeland, quoted in 
TownAndCountryMag.com 
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Poll watch
45% of Americans think 

that immigrants make 
society better in the long 
run, including 55% of 
Democrats and 31% of 
Republicans. 71% of Re-
publicans say immigrants 
are making the economy 
worse, while just 34% of 
Democrats say the same.  
Pew Research Center 

On matters of morality, 
43% of Americans think the 
government should “pro-
mote traditional values,” 
down from 48% last year. 
51% think the government 
should “not favor any 
values,” up from 48%.  
Gallup
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Smartphones: Changing us for the worse?
Let’s face it: 2009 was the year 
that conversation died, said 
Sherry Turkle in The New 
York Times. That year, smart-
phones went mainstream—and 
our ability to have meaningful 
face-to-face interactions began 
to wane. Today, whenever 
there’s a lull in conversation or 
a moment of solitude, people 
whip out their phones to 
check their emails, texts, Snapchat messages, and 
Facebook feeds. Nine out of 10 cellphone users 
admit to having used their phones during the last 
social gathering they attended. Under our phone’s 
distracting influence, our attention is often divided 
and colored by impatience; deep, one-on-one 
conversation is increasingly rare, and so is true 
solitude. Smartphones, we’re discovering, “are not 
accessories, but psychologically potent devices that 
change not just what we do but who we are.” 
  
It’s “déjà vu all over again,” said Claude Fischer in 
the Boston Review. “Fifty years ago, Turkle might 
well have heard similar grousing about people 
eating together silently, or burying their noses in 
the newspaper—or, heaven knows, turning away 
to watch the always on TV set.” Despite her use 
of scary anecdotes and alarmist generalizations, 
there’s no “systematic, reliable evidence” to prove 
that technology is changing people in some funda-
mental, negative way. As for “lovely, meaningful 

interaction,” said Tracy 
Moore in Jezebel.com, I’ll tell 
you how most of us spent 
the ’90s—the era when our 
lives were  smartphone-free. 
We “got high, watched bad 
TV, went to shows, drank 
a lot of beer.” We humans 
have always been prone 
to shallowness and self-
absorption—with or without 

a smartphone in our pockets. 
  
But you have to be blind not to see that smart-
phones really are changing how people behave, 
said Simon Kuper in FT.com. “For many young 
people, life now happens on phones,” with 
everything else—study, school, face-to-face 
 interaction—serving as a mere backdrop. Psy-
chologists have found a 40 percent decline in 
empathy among college students, with most of 
the decline taking place after 2000. Studies have 
shown the mere presence of a phone makes face-
to-face conversations between people more super-
ficial, since an interruption can happen at any 
second. Bingeing on connectivity, like bingeing 
on food, is bad for you, and we need to establish 
a new social norm that will shame people who 
check their phones during mealtimes, meetings, 
or personal conversations. “Collectively, we went 
too far, and now we need new collective rules to 
restore sanity.”

Hillary Clinton’s upcoming appearance before the 
Benghazi select committee “was supposed to be a 
crucible,” said Philip Rucker in The Washington 
Post. For House Republicans, the Oct. 22 hear-
ing offered the perfect opportunity to “prosecute 
the former secretary of state for her handling of 
the 2012 terrorist attacks that killed four Ameri-
cans,” and attack her for using a private email 
server. Instead, the hearing may turn into “a 
political gift for Clinton,” thanks to some acci-
dental honesty by House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy (R.-Calif.). In a Fox News interview, 
McCarthy admitted that the Benghazi inquiry 
was politically motivated, boasting: “Everybody 
thought Hillary Clinton was unbeatable, right? 
But we put together a Benghazi special commit-
tee…[and] her numbers are dropping.” Now we 
know the truth about the Republican obsession 
with Benghazi, said Carol Giacomo in The New 
York Times. It’s nothing more than “a partisan 
witch hunt” designed to bring down the Demo-
cratic front-runner.

“Of course the Benghazi inquiry is partisan,” said 
David Harsanyi in TheFederalist.com. It had to 
be. Democrats made it clear long ago that they 
weren’t prepared to investigate their strongest 

presidential candidate, leaving it up to Republi-
cans to “find out the truth.” Besides, without the 
Benghazi select committee, said Noah Rothman 
in CommentaryMagazine.com, the American 
public would never have known that Hillary used 
an unsecured private email server to send and 
receive classified information while secretary of 
state. That fact alone justifies the investigation. If 
Clinton’s trust ratings have dropped, that’s a con-
sequence of her “scandalous behavior as secretary 
of state,” and her deceitful attempts to excuse it. 

But in the partisan warfare to come, McCarthy’s 
gaffe “was exactly what Hillary Clinton needed,” 
said Chris Cillizza in WashingtonPost.com. For 
months, all Clinton has been able to say about 
emailgate is that “she didn’t do anything legally 
wrong.” Now she can finally go on the offensive 
and accuse Republicans of exploiting the deaths 
of four Americans for political gain. Hillary will 
still be plagued by the drip-drip-drip of revela-
tions about her emails, said E.J. Dionne in The 
Washington Post. But over the years, she and Bill 
have survived so many attempts to bring them 
down because of enemies who “overplayed their 
hand.” McCarthy just made the mistake of laying 
all his cards on the table far too soon. 

Benghazi committee: Clinton gets a gift

Real life now takes place on the phone.



Canadian Maritimes • New England • Great Lakes

The largest in-class 
rooms and suites. Up 

to 580 sq. ft.

The Lido 
Lounge is a 

sunset favorite
Open seating 
dining room 

accommodates all 
guests together Private balconies 

and sliding glass 
doors

Pearl
Seas
Cruises®



Panama Canal • Central America • Cuba 

Cuba

The sundeck 
resembles that 

of a yacht

Panoramic views 
from the Pacifi c 

Lounge

Enjoy an evening 
of music in the 
Atlantic Lounge

10-Night Cultural Voyages

1-888-595-9159

Call for a free brochure

Explore the Culture of

Journey to Cuba in 2016 with Pearl Seas 

Cruises on an 11-day immersive people to 

people experience focused on the rich history, 

heritage, and contemporary life of the Cuban 

people. The brand new 210-passenger luxury 

Pearl Mist allows access to more of Cuba’s ports 

and regions, while providing a relaxed means to 

interact with Cubans and explore the rich fabric of 

Cuban culture. These cultural voyages are subject 

to fi nal government approvals. 

Learn more at 
www.pearlseascruises.com



“You can already rate restaurants, hotels, 
movies, college classes, government agen-
cies, and bowel movements online,” said 
Caitlin Dewey in The Washington Post. 
But you’ll soon be able to assign ratings 
to people you know, thanks to a Yelp-like 
app called Peeple. This “dystopian” app, 
set to launch in November, lets users rate 
people they know in three categories: per-
sonal, professional, and romantic. At first, 
the app’s developers said there would be 
no opting out or deleting bad reviews. But 
after a massive—and predictable—public 
backlash, Peeple’s founders pivoted, insist-
ing the app will be opt-in only, with a distinct focus on posi-
tive reviews. We want to “bring positivity and kindness to the 
world,” co-founder Julia Cordray said, proof perhaps that she 
and business partner Nicole McCollugh felt wounded by all the 
online outrage flung their way, which they say included death 
threats. Ironic, isn’t it? App developers create platform for unso-
licited feedback, only to find out that unsolicited feedback “isn’t 
all it’s cracked up to be.”

Peeple is hardly the first app to try rating people online, said 
Alexander Howard in HuffingtonPost.com. Unvarnished, a 
 people-rating app that launched “way back” in 2010, “tried 
to do exactly what Peeple aspires to do.” It folded within two 
years. Lulu, an app that lets women anonymously review men, 

sparked a storm of controversy when 
it was released several years ago, but it 
hasn’t really been heard from since. If 
history is any guide, this new app is “on 
a road to nowheresville.” You might ask, 
How dare others rate me? said Lance 
Ulanoff in Mashable.com. But every time 
you post a selfie on Instagram or an up-
date on Facebook, “you are begging for 
judgment from friends and even strang-
ers.” Under the microscope of social 
media, “judging is pastime.” This app is 
a reflection of that—nothing more. 

Peeple “started with a bad idea, and has now morphed into 
something that fails to solve any real problems,” said Ab-
himanyu Ghoshal in TheNextWeb.com. The developers say 
users will be able to approve all their reviews before they are 
published online. But what’s the point of a personal billboard 
full of vetted testimonials about how wonderful someone is? 
This confirms my theory that Peeple won’t be home to much 
bullying, but instead a lot of empty praise, said Jacob Brogan in 
Slate.com. Users will receive a “positivity rating” based on the 
ratio of good to bad reviews they leave for others, which will 
doubtlessly encourage the quid pro quo impulse we associate 
with Uber drivers and eBay sellers—“five-star me and I’ll five-
star you!” If Peeple survives, I doubt it will make us uglier. But I 
do “worry that it will further polish us to an artificial shine.”

Apps: Do we really need a ‘Yelp for people’?
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Google’s new gizmos 
On the heels of Apple’s release of the lat-
est iPhones, Google threw a “splashy event” 
last week to showcase its own new gadgets, 
said Jessica Guynn in USA Today. Google 
debuted two new Nexus smartphones run-
ning the latest version of Android, two new 
Chromecast streaming devices, and a plus-
size tablet to rival the Microsoft Surface and 
Apple iPad Pro. The Nexus 5X and 6P, which 
start at $379 and $499, respectively, will 
run Android’s new “Marshmallow” operat-
ing system and feature fingerprint scanners, 
improved cameras, and Android’s upgraded 
personal assistant, Google Now. In addition to 
an upgraded Chromecast, Google introduced 
Chromecast Audio, which does the same thing 
for playing streaming music from home speak-
ers. The devices start at $35 apiece. 

Window-shopping on YouTube 
YouTube doesn’t just want you watching ads, 
said Julia Boorstin in CNBC.com. It wants 
you shopping right then and there. The video 
giant last week rolled out Google Shopping 
Ads, which are designed to turn any YouTube 
video into what the company calls a “digital 
storefront.” Viewers can simply click on the 
ad, which appears in the top right corner of a 
video, to access a pull-down menu of images 

and pricing for products in the video. With 
another click, they’ll be taken to the retailer’s 
website. “YouTube is targeting what it sees 
as a growing market.” Views for product 
videos have increased 40 percent in the past 
year, and some 20 percent of 18- to 24-year-
olds say they go to YouTube when deciding 
what to buy. 

Needless Facebook copyright statuses 
The Facebook copyright hoax is back, said 
Daniel Victor in The New York Times. You 
may have seen a rash of Facebook statuses in 
recent weeks imploring you to post a “legal-
ish” statement to protect the copyright on 
photographs and other content you share on 
the social network. “Don’t bother. It doesn’t 
work, and similar versions of the hoax have 
been repeated for years.” Your legal rights 
aren’t determined by a Facebook status, 
but by the social network’s terms of service, 
which users must agree to upon creating an 
account. You’ll find an explanation of how 
Facebook uses your information there and in 
the company’s data policy. “If you are con-
cerned about privacy,” check your settings by 
tapping on More and Privacy Shortcuts in the 
mobile app, or by clicking on the lock icon in 
the upper-right-hand corner of your desktop 
Facebook page. 

Bytes: What’s new in tech

New high-tech earbuds don’t 
play music, but instead let wear-
ers customize the world of sound 
around them, said Nathan McAlone 
in TechInsider.io. “Here” earbuds 
by New York–based Doppler Labs 
“are an audio geek’s dream.” 
Concertgoers can alter and add 
effects to live music, like turning 
up the bass or adding reverb for 
instant remixes. Doppler Labs has 
raised $17 million in venture capital, 
with investors including film com-
poser Hans Zimmer and electronic 
dance music DJ Tiesto. Early on, the 
company touted the earbuds’ abil-
ity to mute specific sounds, like a 
crying baby on an airplane. But as 
it prepares the earbuds to launch to 
the general public early next year, 
it’s focusing on the ability to fine-
tune live music, which is what many 
of its backers “were most excited 
about.” Look for sponsored concerts 
that will showcase the technology. 

Innovation of the week
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After a backlash, Peeple will focus on ‘positivity.’



Health & Science NEWS 21 

Lasting effects of childhood stress  
It’s well established that chronic stress 
can have serious consequences for adults, 
increasing the risk of heart disease, diabe-
tes, and other disorders. Now a Harvard 
University study has found the first evidence 
that persistent emotional anxiety and tur-
moil during childhood can have damaging 
health effects long after kids grow up, even 
if the stressful experiences have faded into 
memory. The researchers analyzed a British 
longitudinal study of 6,714 British children 
born in a single week in 1958. Over a 
period of four decades, the subjects’ emo-
tional and mental states were assessed sev-
eral times; by age 45, their risk for diabetes 
and heart disease was also evaluated. Those 
who’d faced childhood stress that persisted 
into adulthood were the most vulnerable to 
heart disease and diabetes, the researchers 
found. But even the people with low levels 
of adult stress were at higher risk for those 
chronic health issues if they had endured 
psychological distress as kids. “Childhood 
distress is a serious public health issue in 
its own right,” lead author Ashley Winning 
tells CBS News. “Our research shows it 
may also set up a trajectory of risk of poor 
health as people age.”

‘Wired’ for success  
Happy and accomplished people generally 
have an uncanny—and at times  irritating—
knack for making connections. And not 

just the social and professional variety: 
New research reveals that common mea-
sures of success, such as life satisfaction 
and higher levels of income, are associ-
ated with greater connectivity in certain 
regions of the brain. The more successful 
people are, the more communication they 
enjoy between areas of the brain involved 
in reasoning, memory, imagination, and 
sociability, Oxford University researchers 
found. The team analyzed the MRIs of 
461 people ages 22 to 35, conducting a 
computer analysis to identify correlations 
between various traits and brain circuitry 
patterns. The study revealed those with 
more “positive” qualities—such as higher 
memory-test scores, better vocabulary, and 
more education—shared similar patterns 
of strong connectivity. Meanwhile, those 
with fewer social and intellectual abilities 
and who suffered from problems like poor 
sleep, substance abuse, and anger issues 
displayed less connectivity in those regions. 
“We’ve tried to see how we can relate 
what we see in the brain to the behav-
ioral skills we can measure in different 
people,” study leader Stephen Smith tells 
ScienceAlert.com. “In doing this, we hope 
to able to understand what goes on ‘under 
the bonnet’ of the brain.”

Racial differences in fingerprints 
Fingerprints are a unique human signature, 
not replicated even in identical twins. But 
some patterns can be found in many fin-
gerprints, and a new study suggests that 
certain lines, ridges, and swirls 
are common among people 
who share an ancestral 
background. Researchers 
analyzed the fingerprints 
of 243 men and women 
of differing descent. 
Specifically, they examined 
the prints’ so-called Level 
1 details, including pattern 

types and ridge counts, as well as more spe-
cific variations classified as Level 2 details, 
such as the shape of these ridges and where 
they split, or bifurcate. There weren’t any 
notable distinctions between the fingerprints 
of men and women, but there were about 
5 percent more bifurcations among African-
Americans than among people of European-
American ancestry. “This finding also tells 
us that there’s a level of variation in finger-
prints that is of interest to anthropologists, 
particularly in the area of global population 
structures,” senior author Ann Ross tells 
ScienceDaily.com. She said that the discov-
ery could be applied to law enforcement, 
though more research is needed to ensure 
that the identifying Level 2 differences pro-
vide reliable data.

Health scare of the week 
TVs toppling on kids 
With the rising popularity of large flat-
screen televisions, the number of head and 
neck injuries they cause among children has 
also increased dramatically, new research 
reveals. Unlike older, sturdier console TVs, 
today’s models are more likely to tip over 
if they are improperly mounted. In 2012, 
for example, 43,000 people in the U.S. 
were injured by a falling TV, and 59 per-
cent of them were children. After analyzing 
29 studies from seven different countries, 
researchers found toddlers are at greatest 
risk, since they are more likely to climb on 
media stands or stumble into unstable flat-
screens. And because they are short, young 
children could sustain serious head injuries, 
including fractures or intracranial bleed-
ing, from tumbling TVs. These incidents 
usually occur at home, but adults are often 
not present when they happen. “Parents 
have to be aware that TVs can seriously 
harm children,” the study’s lead author, 
Dr. Michael Cusimano, tells Medical Daily. 
“But these injuries are highly predictable 
and preventable.”R
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For tens of millions of years, the frigid 
waters off Antarctica’s continental shelf 
have been home to a rich and varied 
population of soft- bodied organisms 
such as starfish, sponges, and mollusks. 
This teeming region is a throwback to 
the Paleozoic era, before the evolution 
of predatory crabs and fish. The differ-
ent species coexist peacefully, feeding 
on plankton and other matter suspended 
in the water, which they strain through 
specialized filtering structures. But as a 
consequence of global climate change, 
new research finds, this ecosystem 
faces a new and potentially devastating 
threat: an invasion of shell-crushing king 

crabs. These imposing crustaceans live 
on the Antarctic continental slope, but 
they haven’t penetrated the shallower 
waters of the adjacent shelf, because 
waters that close to the icy land mass 
have been too cold. But over the past 50 
years, water temperatures off the west-
ern Antarctic peninsula have warmed by 
about 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit, roughly 
twice the average rate worldwide, reach-
ing the survivable level for king crabs, 
which is about 34 degrees. If the crabs do 
invade and decimate the Antarctic eco-
system, it will show how climate change 
“will impoverish our world,” lead author 
Richard Aaronson tells The Christian 

Science Monitor. Losing all those crea-
tures, he said, would be as tragic as if 
“somebody took Michelangelo’s statue of 
David and threw it in the dumpster.”

Crab invasion threatens Antarctica

THE WEEK October 16, 2015

Anxiety now could hurt them later.

As waters warm, king crabs move in.
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The near future imagined in Margaret  
Atwood’s 15th novel is “chilling, 
thought-provoking, and hilariously 
funny all at once,” said Robert Collison in 
the Toronto Star. In an America mired in 
poverty and violence after a global col-
lapse, a husband and wife are lured to 
a town that promises bucolic neighbor-
hoods and full employment. The catch? 
The community runs a prison, and every 
citizen must live behind bars every other 
month. “Don’t do it, the reader cries, but 
of course they do it anyway,” said Sarah 
Lyall in The New York Times. Unfortu-
nately, once Stan and Charmaine begin 
making disturbing discoveries about 
their new home, Atwood’s taut narrative 
“careers off the road, hits its head, loses 
its memory, and emerges as a strange 
quasi–sex romp.” Detouring into extra-
marital affairs and troubles in the local 
sex-bot industry, Atwood forsakes the 
questions about free will she had been 
poised to tackle. Though The Heart 
Goes Last never ceases being playfully 
inventive, “it’s impossible to feel pas-
sionate about.”

ARTS24

Review of reviews: Books

“If Larissa MacFarquhar’s book does not 
provoke and unsettle you, you may not 
have a pulse,” said Dwight Garner in The 
New York Times. Her subjects are the kind 
of people who are so much more commit-
ted to sacrificing for others that they make 
most of us uneasy. We meet, for example, 
a woman who donates one of her kidneys 
to a stranger, a not-wealthy couple who 
adopt 20 children, many of them with 
special needs, and another couple who 
give away so much of their income that 
they feed themselves by dumpster diving. 
MacFarquhar never dismisses these extreme 
altruists as crackpots even as she scrutinizes 
their motives. Meanwhile, she interrogates 
the skepticism with which the rest of us 
respond to them and “opens moral trap-
doors you didn’t know were there.”

“It is extraordinary 
that a man once 
so revered is now 
largely forgotten,” 
said Stephanie Pain 
in New Scientist. 
Naturalist and explorer 
Alexander von Hum-
boldt was a hero to 
Charles Darwin and 
“a guiding light to a 
generation of scientists, 

poets, and politicians.” The influence of his 
travels to South America were so great that 
hundreds of mountains, rivers, plants, and 
animals still bear his name. As journalist 
Andrea Wulf argues in her “brilliant” book, 
the time to rediscover Humboldt is now. 
Though we forget him, he was arguably 
environmentalism’s founding father. 
 
Wulf “magnificently re-creates” Humboldt’s 
dazzling personality,” said Jenny Uglow in 
The Wall Street Journal. Born in Prussia 
in 1769, he developed into a restless poly-
math whose early work as a mine inspec-

Book of the week

Our ambivalence, of course, arises from 
our uncertainty about how best to live, 
said Elizabeth Winkler in The New 
Re pub lic. Intentionally or not, many of 
MacFarquhar’s subjects adhere to an ethi-
cal standard proposed by the philosopher 
Peter Singer, who posits that anyone will-
ing to jump into a lake to save a drowning 
child should be willing to make similar 
small sacrifices—in money and time—to 
save a dying stranger on the other side of 
the world. Yet though “there is something 

deeply compelling about people who live 
the ideal of selflessness fully,” their stories 
also “point to the place where altruism 
becomes pathological.” Those adoptive 
parents meant well, for example, but the 
burdens they took on might explain why 
two of their children ended up in jail. And 
the founders of a leper colony in India put 
their own children at risk of contracting the 
disease. Are such people to be admired or 
regarded as cautionary tales? 

“MacFarquhar is, to some degree, using 
them to let everyone else off the hook,” 
said Maggie Helwig in The Globe and 
Mail (Canada). Though she portrays her 
subjects as reasonably rational people, she 
also makes them seem like outliers, a sliver 
of the population that’s best left a sliver. 
Most of us don’t lack compassion for, say, 
the 3-year-old Syrian refugee boy whose 
body washed up on a beach last month. Yet 
we struggle to turn that compassion into 
effective action. Perhaps we could, if told 
how. But because extreme do-gooders are 
presented as a species apart, we never learn 
what it is that enables some people to do 
good even when it’s difficult, and so their 
goodness remains a mystery.

Strangers Drowning: Grappling 
With Impossible Idealism, 
Drastic Choices, and the 
Overpowering Urge to Help
by Larissa MacFarquhar

(Penguin, $28)

Novel of the week
The Heart Goes Last
by Margaret Atwood

(Nan A. Talese, $27)

The Invention of Nature: 
Alexander von Humboldt’s 
New World
by Andrea Wulf (Knopf, $30)

tor inspired in him a love of geology and 
a revulsion at the environmental costs 
of human greed. In 1799, Hum boldt 
embarked on a four-year expedition to the 
Amer icas, and when Wulf writes of this trip, 
her prose is “enlivened by Hum boldt’s vivid 
journals.” Yet the journey produced more 
than great writing: Hum boldt brought back 
6,000 species of plants, theorized that vol-
canism had created Earth’s crust, and began 
thinking of the natural world in terms of 
ecosystems and food chains that are vulner-
able to disruption. 

Those concepts reverberated far and wide, 
said Bill Streever in The Dallas Morning 
News. Humboldt became a favored guest of 
Thomas Jefferson, and his letters to revolu-
tionary Simón Bolívar helped inspire South 
America’s liberation movements. “So what 
happened? If Humboldt was truly so influ-
ential, why has he been all but forgotten?” 
Wulf proposes that Humboldt, who died 
in 1859, faded from memory because sci-
ence became too specialized to celebrate an 
interdisciplinary thinker, and also because 
Germany’s cultural giants lost rank after 
the two world wars. Still, Humboldt’s ideas 
“march on.” Because those ideas have so 
permeated our own perception of nature, 
Wulf’s book is not just about a long-dead 
great man. It’s “also about ourselves.” 

Iconic do-gooder Mother Teresa
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A
P



@SAMALIVE, BRECKENRIDGE  |  Maybe it’s the excitement of 
the unknown, or the time by myself, but there’s something thrilling 
about traveling with Stephen King on my Kindle Paperwhite as 
my only companion.  

Follow more journeys on Instagram @ AMAZONKINDLE

haveKINDLEwillTRAVEL



Best books…chosen by Geraldine Brooks
Geraldine Brooks won a Pulitzer Prize for March, a novel about a father who 
leaves his family to fight in the Civil War. Her newest work of historical fiction, The 
Secret Chord, is the story of the Bible’s King David retold by his closest adviser. 

The Book List26 ARTS  

The Persian Boy  by Mary Renault (Vintage, 
$16). This 1972 novel opened my eyes to the 
potential of historical fiction. The narrator is a 
man named Bagoas who served Alexander the 
Great during his years of conquest, and Renault 
gives him a thoroughly imagined backstory 
before she sets him down in Alexander’s path. 
The novel reveals the strangeness of the ancient 
world but also connects us to it, through the 
familiarity of unchanging human emotions.

I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your 
Company  by Brian Hall (Penguin, $17). Hall’s 
novel is a deep dive into character, telling the 
story of Lewis and Clark’s expedition through 
four distinct and remarkably evoked person-
alities. The most creatively rendered figure is 
Sacagawea, whose thoughts flow in a Shoshone 
cadence that is both lush and earthy. 

Wolf Hall  by Hilary Mantel (Picador, $16). 
Mantel seems to know Thomas Cromwell on the 
cellular level. If I believed in past lives, I’d think 
she once was him, ducking and weaving through 
the perilous court of Henry VIII, feeling the nap 
of the velvet, breathing the mist on the Thames. 

An Imaginary Life  by David Malouf (Vintage, 
$14). I read this book in 1979, the year I gradu-
ated from the University of Sydney, and I was 
inspired that a fellow Australian had felt entitled 
to imagine the mind of the Roman poet Ovid, 
exiled to the edge of the Russian steppes. If I 
now have the chutzpah to imagine David’s life, 
it’s because Malouf opened that possibility.

Cold Mountain  by Charles Frazier (Grove, 
$16). This Civil War novel has sentences that 
flash like brightly faceted jewels. But unlike most 
novels that warrant descriptives such as lapidary 
and liminal, it also has a propulsive plot and a 
deliciously sexy romance. 

Ahab’s Wife  by Sena Jeter Naslund (William 
Morrow, $16). Naslund builds Moby-Dick’s 
scant references to Captain Ahab’s young, 
unnamed bride into a textured story of a woman 
remarkable enough to have attracted such a 
man. Una, intellectual, brave, and ardent, is 
drawn into the roiling movements of antebellum 
America—transcendentalism, abolitionism, femi-
nism. Her story is formidable enough to stand 
near Melville’s classic.  

Also of interest...in musicians’ memoirs
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In her follow-up to 2010’s award- 
winning Just Kids, rock legend Patti 
Smith comes across as a lifelong 
pilgrim, said Elizabeth Hand in The 
Washington Post. While certain 
events—including the 1994 death 

of her husband—are fixed in time, Smith often 
unfolds the journey she’s made through the past 
four decades by describing visits to foreign lands, 
recurring dreams, and encounters with new writers. 
“Oh, to be reborn within the pages of a book,” she 
writes. Her readers “may find themselves reborn.”

M Train
by Patti Smith (Knopf, $25)

Grace Jones’ autobiography “solidi-
fies her image as a diva,” said Nathan 
Smith in TheDailyBeast.com. The 
androgynous ’70s model and ’80s 
pop singer scoffs at imitators like 
Lady Gaga and exhibits no shame 

while recalling the time she slapped a talk-show 
host. But don’t read this book purely for its cat-
tiness, because Jones has led an interesting life. 
Her account of her strict religious upbringing in 
Jamaica becomes “a fascinating template” for 
interpreting her later sexual rebellion.

I’ll Never Write My Memoirs
by Grace Jones (Gallery, $27)

Jewel might be the sharpest space 
cadet in country music, said Daniel 
D’Addario in Time.com. The open-
ing section of the singer-songwriter’s 
memoir “might be overwritten if it 
were fiction.” But her grim Alaska 

childhood makes her credible as a naïf, and she 
makes the best of that persona. The book is 
filled with entertaining accounts of her stumbles, 
including the time she lost Bob Dylan’s phone 
number. What makes such anecdotes compelling 
is that her true savvy “keeps sneaking through.”

Never Broken
by Jewel (Blue Rider, $27.50) 

This elegy for the influential singer-
songwriter Vic Chesnutt has to be 
“one of the most beautiful rock 
memoirs ever written,” said Michael 
Schaub in NPR.org. Kristin Hersh of 
Throwing Muses was a close friend 

of Chesnutt’s from the 1990s until his 2009 
suicide, and she writes of how they bonded on 
the road over music and mutual struggles with 
depression. “On every page of the book, she lays 
her pain bare, and she does so with some of the 
strongest writing imaginable.” 

Don’t Suck, Don’t Die
by Kristin Hersh (Univ. of Texas, $23)

Carl-Johan  
Forssen Ehrlin
Another book from Sweden 
has become an international 
sensation, but this one 
won’t keep you up at night, 
said Harry Wallop in The 
Telegraph (U.K.). In fact, psy-
chologist Carl-Johan Forssen 

Ehrlin pur-
posely wrote 
it to get 
young listen-
ers to nod 
off as quickly 
as possible. 
The Rabbit 
Who Wants 

to Fall Asleep, which has just 
been published in the U.S. by 
Random House, became a 
huge word-of-mouth success 
in Sweden and beyond after 
Forssen Ehrlin self-published 
it in 2011 and parents began 
testifying to its soporific pow-
ers on social media. Don’t 
bother criticizing the prose 
as repetitive and sometimes 
confusing, because Forssen 
Ehrlin wanted it that way. 
“It’s about getting the child 
focused on what you want to 
achieve,” says Forssen Ehrlin. 
“I have written the book for 
the parents. And the parents 
are obviously liking it.” 

Not this parent, said Imogen 
Russell Williams in The 
Guardian (U.K.). The story, 
in which a young rabbit is 
sent by his mother to find 
Uncle Yawn and his magical 
sleeping powder, “strikes me 
as sinister.” Flip past the ter-
rifying primitive illustration 
on the cover page and you 
encounter text that’s “full of 
unintentional horror-film res-
onances.” The book does not 
so much soothe as hypnotize 
children: It even comes with 
a disclaimer that says that its 
author “takes no responsibil-
ity for the outcome.” Still, 
Forssen Ehrlin remains con-
fident enough in the book’s 
beneficial effects that he 
reads it regularly to his 2-year-
old son. “He has listened to 
the book many times,” says 
the 37-year-old author. “We 
even played it to him when he 
was in the womb.”

Author of the week
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Pity the can-
vas asked to 
contain a paint-
ing by Dana 
Schutz. Her 
cartoonish, 
quasi-cubist 
figures never lie 
flat but threaten 
to burst beyond 
the edges of 
their frame and poke out into three 
dimensions. The 38-year-old New 
Yorker, who has work in all four of 
the city’s most prominent museums, 
often crams these characters into tight 
spaces: an elevator, say, or a mat-
tress. In Slow-Motion Shower (2015), a 
scalded figure of indeterminate gender 
is blasted by hot water while the tub 
nearly overflows—or is that the picture 
on the shower curtain? Schutz so gid-
dily distorts space that it’s hard to tell. 
At Petzel Gallery, 456 W. 18th St., New 
York City. (212) 680-9467. Prices range 
from $26,000 to $400,000.

Review of reviews: Art  ARTS 27 

A Strandbeest in action is a sight 
to behold, said Abby Aguirre 
in Vogue.com. When a gust of 
wind fills the sails of one of Theo 
Jansen’s skeletal contraptions, 
a tangle of PVC pipes, pistons, 
and hinges unites in concerted 
movement, creating “a kind 
of kinetic trompe l’oeil” that 
“tricks your senses into perceiv-
ing that what you are watching 
is alive.” Drape a cloth on a 
Strandbeest—the name means 
“beach animal” in Dutch—and 
“it might be impossible from a distance 
to determine if it were a large mammal 
or a Chinese parade dragon.” Jansen is 
himself an inspiring creature, said Shelley 
A. Sackett in the Salem, Mass., Gazette. 
A trained physicist, the 67-year-old Dutch 
artist has spent 25 years developing vari-
ous “species” of Strandbeests, inventing 
for them a taxonomy that provides each a 
name like Animaris Vulgaris or A. Sabulosa 
Adolescens. “If Theodor Seuss Geisel had 
been an engineer, he might have been team-
teaching with Jansen.” 

Over the years, the members of Jansen’s 

Matthew Barney “may have never met 
an elaborate liturgy that didn’t interest 
him,” said Randy Kennedy in The New 
York Times. The 48-year-old—“one of the 
most important artists of his  generation”—
made his name with the Cremaster cycle 
(1994–2002), a series 
of five films that in cor-
porated symbols from 
Mor mon ism and Free-
mason ry. Yet with “River 
of Funda ment,” Barney is 
“swinging for the fences” 
in a way that makes 
the attention- grabbing 
ambition of his earlier 
work look meek. The 
centerpiece of this exhibition of 85 related 
works is a five-hour film inspired by a 1983 
Norman Mailer novel set in ancient Egypt 
and focused on the idea that the dead must 
wade through a river of feces to achieve 
reincarnation. Though Barney claims that 
he cut out some of the sex and filth of 
Mailer’s text, you wouldn’t know it. “The 

Where to buy
A select exhibition in a private gallery

menagerie have grown “ever more cleverly 
adaptive,” said Lawrence Weschler in The 
New York Times. The first models, which 
Jansen created to help rebuild dunes on the 
Netherlands’ beaches, were clumsy figures 
that he designed using an Atari computer. 
But he soon focused on getting the beasts 
to walk, and eventually developed an algo-
rithm that did a lot of the hard work for 
him, sifting through thousands of possible 
combinations of leg-segment lengths to find 
the ideal solution in much the same way 
natural selection does. Jansen’s creatures 
“delightfully blur the conventional lines 
that divide art, science, and storytelling,” 

said Mark Favermann in 
ArtsFuse.org. At the current 
Strandbeest exhibition in 
Salem, Mass.—the artist’s first 
major American show—a few 
beasts walk and some small-
scale models are available for 
visitors to push or pull. There 
is also a hall of “fossils”— 
yellowing full-scale specimens 
that never quite worked or 
failed to attain permanent 
ambulatory power.

Fortunately, the imperfections 
of the Strandbeests are “part 
of their poetry,” said Sebastian 
Smee in The Boston Globe. 
When Jansen speaks of his 
inventions, he refers to him-

self not as their creator but their “slave,” 
compelled to keep improving them until 
they have reached full autonomy. While 
he’s having fun in suggesting it, his idea 
of a creator-slave invites a host of ques-
tions, like “Just who is in control of this 
strange system of input and output we have 
arbitrarily labeled life?” Because Jansen 
has shared the DNA of the Strandbeests 
and invited others to build on his idea, the 
creatures are now free to continue evolv-
ing once he’s dead. Will a Strandbeest ever 
operate without any human assistance? No 
one knows. “But if it ever happens, it will 
be something to witness—that I can say.”

Exhibit of the week 
Strandbeest: The Dream 
Machines of Theo Jansen
Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, 
Mass., through Jan. 3

Matthew Barney: River of Fundament
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, 
through Jan. 18

film’s story may be Egyptian, but the adjec-
tives it most readily conjures are Latinate: 
excremental, cloacal, mephitic.” 

In other words, it stinks, said Christopher 
Knight in the Los Angeles Times. Ancient 
Evenings, the “sprawlingly bad” Mailer 
novel Barney draws from, can’t be entirely 
blamed for an early scene in which Barney, 
playing a modern Osiris, rises from a New 

York City sewer, pulls a 
turd out of a toilet, and 
wraps it in gold. All art 
and culture, apparently, 
begins in excrement. The 
monumental sculptures 
that accompany the movie 
are less  un in ten tionally 
humorous, but just as 
empty. Oddly, “the show’s 
most enchanting work” 

is “visually the slightest”: a series of scrape 
markings that run across the walls at 
chest height, all created by a 5,000-pound 
block of carbon that was pushed around 
the museum by eight female athletes. An 
“ephemeral record of yearning labor,” 
Drawing Restraint #23 makes the other 
work look all the more bombastic.  

Jansen walks a beach in the Netherlands with Animaris Umerus.

Barney’s room-size Boat of Ra (2014)
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Like Steve Jobs the man, Steve 
Jobs the movie is “astonish-
ingly brilliant whenever it’s 
not breaking your heart,” said 
David Ehrlich in TimeOut.com. 
Michael Fassbender delivers a 
“lightning in a bottle” perfor-
mance as the tech visionary, 
and Aaron Sorkin’s screenplay 
is “even sharper” than the one 
that won him an Oscar for The 
Social Network. But director Danny Boyle can’t 
contain his overzealousness for two-plus hours, 
and in the end he “seizes on the one maudlin note 
in Sorkin’s script” and closes the picture with “a 
wallop of well-meaning schmaltz.” Until then, 
it’s “difficult to truly care” about the story being 

told, said Benjamin Lee in The 
Guardian (U.K.). The movie 
focuses on three Apple product 
launches that represented cross-
roads in Jobs’ life. Each time, 
Jobs spars with the same six 
characters backstage, including 
the ex whose daughter he won’t 
initially acknowledge as his 
own. But only “diehard iPhone 
fetishists” will buy that there’s 

ever much at stake behind all the clever dialogue. 
To them, the big question remains, Who was Steve 
Jobs? said Chris Nashawaty in Entertainment 
Weekly. This film, which seems “more interested 
in entertainment than enlightenment,” equivocates, 
making him “equal parts beautiful mind and bully.” 

For at least 25 minutes of 
its running time, The Walk 
is “a breathless, exhilarating 
movie experience,” said Alex 
Pappademas in Grantland 
.com. Everything that comes 
before points to that climactic 
sequence: The film, after all, 
dramatizes the spectacle cre-
ated one day in 1974 when a 
young French tightrope walker 
strung a cable between New York’s unfinished 
World Trade Center towers and stepped out into the 
void. Unfortunately, until that “tour de force” third 
act, the latest feature from the director of Forrest 
Gump is “not that much of a movie.” Flashbacks 

fill in how Philippe Petit learned 
his trade and began dreaming 
of a U.S. triumph, and those 
scenes prove so “dramatically 
uninvolving” that even Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt—hampered by 
a “Pepé Le Pew” accent—can’t 
bring them to life, said Kenneth 
Turan in the Los Angeles Times. 
Things finally click when the 
movie shifts into heist mode, 

said Adam Graham in The Detroit News. And once 
Petit has assembled his accomplices and snuck to 
the top of the south tower, we get magic that should 
be seen in 3-D on a cinema screen—“in this case, 
the bigger the better.”

Iranian filmmaker Jafar Panahi 
remains “one of the most 
imaginative practitioners of 
the art currently working,” 
said A.O. Scott in The New 
York Times. His films all rank 
“among the essential movies 
of our time,” and his latest is 
no exception. The third fea-
ture he’s made surreptitiously 
since his government expressly 
barred him from pursuing 
his vocation, Taxi finds Panahi driving a cab in 
Tehran and using dashboard cameras to record the 
encounters that ensue. The mood is gently play-
ful, and “in its unassuming way,” the movie offers 
“one of the most captivating cinematic experiences 

of the year. Like many other 
Iranian art house films, Taxi 
calls attention to “the things it 
can’t show,” said Mark Jenkins 
in NPR.org. So we see Tehran 
street life only through the cab’s 
windows, even when Panahi 
steps out. Eventually, the viewer 
figures out that the dialogue is 
not spontaneous but scripted, 
and that the key conversations 
concern filmmaking, said Alan 

Scherstuhl in The Village Voice. In one late scene, 
Panahi’s niece climbs in and tells him about a film 
she’s making for school and how she’s been forbid-
den from capturing sordid reality. Then she turns 
on her camera, and reality breaks the rule for her.

Steve Jobs

A prickly genius shows  
his true colors.

Directed by Danny Boyle
(R)

Review of reviews: Film28 ARTS  

New on DVD and Blu-ray
Going Clear 
(FilmRise, $25) 
This award-winning recent documentary 
from Alex Gibney is “unapologetically one-
sided in its dim view of Scientology,” said 
the Portland Oregonian. But the questions 
that arise about L. Ron Hubbard and the 
church he founded “will make you think 
about the film long after it’s over.”

A Room With a View 
(Criterion, $30) 
The phrase “a Merchant Ivory production” 
wasn’t always shorthand for stuffy and 
dull, said AVClub.com. Helene Bonham 
Carter and Daniel Day-Lewis shine in this 
1985 drama about a woman torn between 
suitors, and the nimble screenplay “makes 
literary adaptation look easy.”

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl 
(20th Century Fox, $30) 
Behold indie cinema’s “next great love 
story,” said USA Today. This festival favor-
ite didn’t do big box office, but the chem-
istry between its three young stars is “off 
the charts.” They effortlessly juggle humor 
and heartache in this movie about a high 
schooler with leukemia. 
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The Walk

A French aerialist conquers 
Manhattan’s twin towers.

Directed by  
Robert Zemeckis

(PG)

Taxi

A persecuted filmmaker 
takes to the streets. 

Directed by Jafar Panahi
(Not rated)

Fassbender as the Apple co-founder

Defying gravity, defying death

The auteur as undercover hack 
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Fargo 
Those northern climes sure are hotbeds of crime. 
Further expanding the dark comedic universe 
established by the Coen brothers, this Emmy-
winning series inspired by Fargo the movie will 
launch a new murder mystery for its second 
season. In 1979 Sioux Falls, S.D., a massacre at a 
diner triggers an investigation that pulls in a state 
trooper from Luverne, Minn. Many characters 
will be familiar (and younger), but the fashions 
and cast will be mostly new. Patrick Wilson, 
Kirsten Dunst, Ted Danson, and Nick Offerman 
lead the way. Monday, Oct. 12, at 10 p.m., FX

2016 Democratic Presidential Debate  
Can Hillary top the Donald in the ratings battle? 
After Trump and his Republican rivals pulled 
in huge audiences with their first two debates, 
the Democrats get a first shot at a prime-time 
showdown. Dark horses Lincoln Chafee, Martin 
O’Malley, and Jim Webb will all appear, but the 
focus will be on Hillary Clinton and her current 
top challenger: Vermont’s socialist senator, Bernie 
Sanders. Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 9 p.m., CNN 

The Brain With David Eagleman  
Neuroscientist and author David Eagleman 
wants to be the Carl Sagan of your inner cosmos. 
In the first episode of his fascinating, visually 
inventive, six-part tour of the brain, he looks at 
how that 3-pound lump of tissue, locked in the 
darkness and silence of the skull, manages to 
conjure a marvelous, multidimensional reality of 
sights, smells, textures, and sounds. Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, at 10 p.m., PBS; check local listings

The Knick  
Steven Soderbergh created one of the most opu-
lent, convincing fictional environments on televi-
sion for his turn-of-the-20th-century medical 
drama. And in Clive Owen, who plays hacksaw 
surgeon John Thackeray, he has a worthy star. 
So how good can the show get in Season 2? 
Thackeray, who’s been deposed as chief of sur-
gery at the Knickerbocker Hospital, is using 
heroin to battle his cocaine addiction. Soderbergh 
once again will direct all 10 episodes. Friday, 
Oct. 16, at 10 p.m., Cinemax

Television30 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, Oct. 12  

A New Leaf  
Walter Matthau shines as a 
penniless playboy who sets 
his sights on a graceless 
heiress. Writer and director 
Elaine May co-stars. (1971) 
9:40 p.m., Movieplex

Tuesday, Oct. 13 

High Fidelity  
A record-store clerk 
with commitment issues 
decides to revisit his past 
relationships to learn why 
none of them lasted. With 
John Cusack and Jack 
Black. (2000) 6:10 p.m., 
Cinemax

Wednesday, Oct. 14 

My Name Is Nobody 
Henry Fonda stars in this 
comedic Western as a vet-
eran gunfighter who puts 
his retirement plans on 
hold to take on the notori-
ous Wild Bunch. (1973) 
11:45 p.m., GetTV 

Thursday, Oct. 15 

Animals 
Two young lovers wander 
Chicago scheming to score 
their next heroin fix in 
this surprisingly effective 
recent indie drama. (2015) 
10 p.m., the Movie Channel

Friday, Oct. 16 

Still Alice 
Julianne Moore won an 
Oscar for her heartbreaking 
performance as a New York 
City linguistics professor 
slowed drastically by early-
onset Alzheimer’s disease. 
(2014) 9 p.m., Starz 

Saturday, Oct. 17 

The Petrified Forest 
Humphrey Bogart stars as 
a fugitive gangster who 
holes up in an Arizona 
diner and takes the cus-
tomers hostage. It was 
Bogie’s breakout role. 
(1936) 10 p.m., TCM 

Sunday, Oct. 18  

The Grim Game  
Harry Houdini, playing a 
framed man on the run 
from police, uses every 
trick in his repertoire in 
this silent thriller, which 
was only recently restored. 
(1919) 8 p.m., TCM 

Movies on TV

Netflix’s first original feature-length movie is 
a killer. Set in a fictional West African nation, it 
follows a child soldier who’s initiated into the 
ways of slaughter by a charismatic warlord. 
Both newcomer Abraham Attah and Idris Elba 
(The Wire) should hear their names called come 
award season. Attah doesn’t grow up; he grows 
old before his time. For director Cary Fukunaga, 
who also handled the acclaimed first season of 
True Detective, this movie was a passion proj-
ect. For the industry, it’s a new model for how 
films can be made and distributed. Available for 
streaming Friday, Oct. 16, Netflix 

Show of the week

Attah and Elba: An education in violence

Beasts of No Nation

Amy Schumer: Live at the Apollo  
Stevie Wonder. James Brown. Amy Schumer. 
The It girl of American comedy continues her 
big year with this one-hour stand-up special, 
recorded at Harlem’s legendary theater and 
directed by Chris Rock. It gets pretty personal, 
with Schumer riffing with trademarked candor 
about everything from making a movie to how 
a urinary tract infection affected her dating life. 
Saturday, Oct. 17, at 10 p.m., HBO

Other highlights 
Jane the Virgin 
The CW’s award-winning hit comedy series 
returns with the wonderful Gina Rodriguez, 
playing the titular virgin, now head over heels 
over her infant son, Mateo. Monday, Oct. 12, at 
8 p.m., the CW 

Manhattan  
WGN America is such a remote channel for 
most cable subscribers that it might as well be 
in Los Alamos, N.M. But if you aren’t watching 
this period drama about the Manhattan Project, 
you’re missing out. Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 9 p.m., 
WGN America 

30 for 30: The Trojan War  
ESPN’s acclaimed sports documentary series 
scrutinizes the sins committed by the USC 
 football program during the nine years when 
high-profile coach Pete Carroll led the team 
back into the game’s elite. Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 
9 p.m., ESPN 

• All listings are Eastern Time.

Schumer with her director, Chris Rock
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Texas wine is “starting to turn heads,” 
said Jordan Mackay in Texas Monthly. 
The industry has come a long way since 
2000, when I lamented the quality of the 
state’s wines in a widely read feature. 
Few reds deserve more than a regional 
following, but dry, export-worthy rosés 
and whites are now common, and that’s 
“a stunning achievement.”
2014 William Chris Pét-nat Cinsault 
Rosé ($22). This naturally sparkling 
rosé is “damn good,” offering “the 
racy flavor of wild strawberries and a 
rich, creamy texture.”
2014 Spicewood Vineyards Sau-
vignon Blanc ($17). Hot-climate 
grapes fare best in Texas, but this 
is a beautiful sauvignon blanc, 
“with hints of papaya on the pal-
ate and aromas of lemongrass.” 
2014 Lewis Wines Swim Spot 
Blanc du Bois ($14). This refreshing 
white is “a dead ringer for Portu-
gal’s classically crisp vinho verde.” 

LEISURE 31

Food & Drink

Sambar Los Angeles 
“I am guessing you have never tasted 
anything like the vindaloo at Sam bar,” 
said Jonathan Gold in the Los An ge les 
Times. There are more authentic Indian 
restaurants in Culver City, but celebrity 
chef Akasha Richmond knows her audi-
ence, and long ago she learned to tweak 
the dishes she mastered while studying 
cooking in India. The vindaloo is pork 
shoulder rolled in fiery spices, then 
“roasted until the meat becomes tender 
enough to slice with a pinkie nail and 
the skin hardens to a crunch that could 
shatter your teeth.” It’s Tuscan porchetta 
by way of Goa, and it’s the kind of fusion 
cooking Sambar’s crowds expect as they 
settle into a table on the patio and talk 
over the pounding music. In fact, “some 
of Sambar’s best dishes,” including a salad 
made with plums, Little Gem lettuce, 
toasted pistachios, and bacon, would have 
been hits at Akasha, Richmond’s flagship 
restaurant down the street. “Sambar may 
represent a kind of Westside Indian cook-
ing filtered through Whole Foods,” but 
the food is “no less tasty” for its apostasy. 
We’re lucky to have it. 9531 Culver Blvd., 
(310) 558-8800

Babu Ji New York City 
This boisterous new Alphabet City restau-
rant “has a pleasing grab-bag quality to it,” 
said Adam Platt in New York magazine. 

Critics’ choice: Bold experiments in Indian cuisine 
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Wine: Texas terroir

Chef Jessi Singh, who was born in Punjab 
but comes to New York via Melbourne, is 
a constant convivial presence in the din-
ing room, joking that it’s “as loud as an 
Indian train station here” and encouraging 
guests to grab a beer from a cooler that sits 
under a stuffed peacock. His cooking also 
offers a lively contrast to the more staid 
offerings on nearby Curry Row. Starters 
include excellent elevated versions of classic 
Indian street snacks like batada vada—
spiced potato fritters served in a pool of 
pineapple sauce. Singh’s tender goat curry, 
meanwhile, came garnished with greens 
and fresh blackberries from the farmer’s 
market. “Staunch Indian traditionalists 
may quibble with these flowery touches,” 
but no one should be able to resist the “lus-
trous” butter chicken or tandoori-charred 
rainbow trout. The kitchen can seem over-

taxed, resulting once in a rogan josh 
whose lamb chunks were “as hard as 
vulcanized rubber.” But such misses are 
few, and Singh’s $50 chef’s table option 
is “one of the better tasting-menu deals 
in town.” 175 Ave. B, (212) 951-1082

Nasha Austin 
“It’s only natural that an Indian restau-
rant that serves margaritas would add 
a few Texas inflections to their dishes,” 
said Brandon Watson in The Austin 
Chronicle. Before you scoff, consider 
that Texas and India have more in 

common than similar geographical shapes. 
Take the goat masala at Nasha. Shoved 
into a taco, it might remind you of barba-
coa, because the spicing is similar. Order 
the roasted chips here and you’ll get thin, 
weightless red lentil papadum, to be dipped 
in the standard mint chutney but also in 
a tomato-based salsa. If a roti quesadilla 
doesn’t appeal, you can turn to traditional 
Indian fare, including a “miraculously ten-
der” lamb biryani and a Mumbai-style “mil-
lionaire’s curry” that can be ordered at an 
incendiary level of spiciness that somehow 
doesn’t drown out the ginger. Not every-
thing is a hit. The samosas could use “a lit-
tle more crunch,” and the restaurant’s “head 
shop–y ambience” is a touch sophomoric. 
But the whole effort feels sincere, like the 
old Austin, and we “sure like visiting” that 
memory. 1614 E. 7th St., (512) 350-2919

Sambar’s Akasha Richmond

THE WEEK October 16, 2015

Okra is an underdog among vegetables, but “its tangy flavor plays beautifully” in this 
garlicky Mediterranean-style potato salad, said Martha Rose Shulman in The New York 

Times. In Greece and the Middle East, cooks frequently use okra in salads—because 
the sliminess many people object to vanishes in a lemony, vinegary dressing.

Recipe of the week

• Mix together lemon juice and vinegar in 
a small bowl. Steam potatoes over 1 inch 
water for 10 minutes, until tender enough 
to easily pierce with the tip 
of a knife. Remove from 
heat and transfer to a bowl. 
Season with salt, pepper, 
and 1 tbsp of the lemon 
juice–vinegar mix.
• Trim away okra stems, 
just above the line where 
the stem cap joins the okra spear. Place 
in steamer, cover and steam 4 minutes. 

Drain and rinse briefly with cold water, 
then drain on a dish towel. Slice okra in 
rounds 1∕3- to ½-inch thick and add to pota-

toes. Add serrano chile and 
shallot. Season generously 
with salt and black pepper 
and toss. 
• Whisk garlic, yogurt, and 
olive oil into remaining 
lemon juice–vinegar mix. 
Toss with the okra and 

potatoes. Add parsley and toss again. 
Garnish with crumbled feta. Serves 4 to 6

Okra and potato salad
3 tbsp lemon juice • 1 tbsp sherry vinegar • ¾ lb small potatoes, preferably finger-
lings, scrubbed and sliced in rounds about ½-inch thick • 1 lb okra • 1 serrano chile 

pepper, minced • 1 shallot, minced, soaked for 5 minutes in cold water, and drained 
• 1 garlic clove, mashed in a mortar and pestle with a pinch of salt • ¼ cup plain yo-

gurt • ¼ cup olive oil • ¼ cup chopped parsley • 1 to 2 oz crumbled feta



Travel32 LEISURE 

“Scotland is perhaps not the most obvi-
ous place to look for traces of Nordic cul-
ture,” said Lisa Abend in The New York 
Times. But my Norwegian-American 
boyfriend and I became curious about the 
land’s Viking past during the buildup to 
last year’s Scottish independence referen-
dum, when talk of that legacy was every-
where. Although it had been six centuries 
since the Norse controlled any part of 
Scotland, many independence supporters 
argued that their nation remained more 
Scandinavian than British. The secession 
movement failed, but it generated new 
pride in the Norse connection. To explore 
that link, David and I decided on a road 
trip. We’d start in Edinburgh, and drive as 
far north into Viking territory as we could.

Our first stop was the National Museum 
of Scotland, where evidence of the Viking 
past included the chronicles of 8th-century 
monks who wrote of terrifying  invaders 
from the north who pillaged all in their 
path. But the museum’s exhibits also 

This week’s dream: A journey into Scotland’s Viking past
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Known for its members-
only clubs in cities around 
the world, the Soho House 
brand now has its own 
English country estate, said 
Julia Buckley in Condé Nast 
Traveler. With 40 rustic cab-
ins, a spa, cinema, and deli, 
and its own pub, this 100-
acre retreat feels like a hip, 
exclusive village. Two food 
trucks, including one with 
cocktails, will roll up to your 
cabin and fill your orders. 
And if you feel like taking a 
stroll through the surround-
ing English countryside, the 
staff can take your measure-
ments and leave Wellington 
boots in your room. 
sohofarmhouse.com; studio 
cabins (for nonmembers) 
start at $514

Hotel of the week

Not so long ago, Atlanta had a reputation for 
blandness, said Allison Glock in Garden & Gun. 
Georgia’s largest city spent years marketing itself 
as the South of big industry—home to Coca-Cola 
and a ring of generically pleasant suburbs. “Then, 
over the past decade or two, a funny thing hap-
pened”: The city began to embrace the quirki-
ness that was hiding under the surface. Atlanta’s 
unbuttoned attitude has since attracted a new cre-
ative class—including filmmakers, who’ve dubbed 
the city “Y’allywood.” And the newcomers mix 
easily with art students, cops, construction work-
ers, and rap stars at hangouts like the Flying 
Bis cuit Cafe or the new Krog Street Market, 
which proves that “if you build it (and serve 
mind- blowing pork barbecue), they will come.” 
Then there’s the BeltLine: 22 miles of defunct 
railroad that’s being transformed into a ring of 
parks and trails. It’s “forward-thinking, beautiful, 
 accessible”—just like the new Atlanta.

Getting the flavor of...

A creekside cabin

Last-minute travel deals
Autumn in D.C. 
Spend a weekend exploring 
the nation’s capital and pay 
just $95 a night at the Westin 
Alexandria. Located 8 miles 
from downtown Washington, 
and blocks from the metro, the 
hotel offers a free local shuttle 
service. Book by Oct. 31. 
westinalexandria.com

Sail the Mekong 
Take a weeklong cruise 
down the Mekong River from 
Cambodia to Viet nam, touring 
villages and monasteries. The 
cruise starts at $2,499, a saving 
of $1,000, and makes stops in 
Phnom Penh and Ho Chi Minh 
City. Book by Oct. 31. 
adventure-life.com

A Utah adventure 
Enjoy a long weekend fly- 
fishing, hiking, or mountain 
biking in Utah’s Wasatch 
Mountains. Through Oct. 31, 
the St. Regis Deer Valley resort 
is taking 15 percent off its 
three-night adventure pack-
ages, starting at $614 a night.
stregisdeervalley.com

tes tify to “the gentler side” of Vik ing 
 colonization—the many men and women 
who settled farms and villages. Some 250 
miles north in the coastal town of Wick, 
the locals hadn’t gotten that part of the 
memo, but we could see why once we 
visited the main area attraction: a cliffside 
castle likely built by a 12th-century Norse 
earl. “It is a stirring place, desolate and 
imposing, and not at all hard to imagine as 

the kind of stronghold from which one 
might have set out marauding.”

A ferry took us to the largest of the 
Ork  ney Islands, where we drove to a 
site called Earl’s Bu. A thousand years 
ago, Vikings built a round church here 
and a drinking hall, or bu, that was 
the site of plenty of violence, and as 
we wandered about, I was suddenly 
inspired to charge David with an imagi-
nary battle-ax. Moments later, “we 
collapsed on the grass in giggles.” Later, 
we caught two more ferries to reach 
Unst, the northernmost of the Shetland 

Islands and home to the greatest concen-
tration of rural Viking sites in the world. 
Standing in what was once the doorway of 
a Norse long house, I spotted a broken beer 
bottle at my feet and smiled. “The idea that 
local teens might use this ancient home as a 
hangout for drinking, flirting, and commun-
ing with their Viking past pleased me.”
At Wick’s Norseman Hotel (norsemanhotel 
wick.co.uk), doubles start at $130.

A more relaxed Atlanta
“There is much that’s unexpected on a cruise of 
the Great Lakes,” said Terri Colby in the Chicago 
Tribune. Millions of people, after all, live near 
these inland oceans yet never venture beyond 
the beach or waterfront. And even though I’m 
a committed Great Lakes lover, a recent six-day 
cruise from Lake Huron to Montréal aboard 
the 210-passenger Saint Laurent left me with 
a new appreciation for their beauty. When 
we boarded, many of my fellow cruisers were 
surprised at the deep blue of the water, “liken-
ing it to the Caribbean.” Niagara Falls was “a 
wow moment,” of course, and at Lake Huron’s 
Manitoulin Island, young people at a First 
Nations settlement gave a spirited dance perfor-
mance in tribal costume. Some of my favorite 
times, though, were spent sitting on deck, sipping 
a gin and tonic. “Watching birds slowly cross the 
emerging brilliance of sunset was an active medi-
tation, calming and energizing at the same time.”

Cruising the Great Lakes

Oxfordshire, England 

Soho Farmhouse

The ruins of a Viking longhouse in Hamar, Scotland
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The best of…athleisure wear 

Consumer

Wired.com
Tesla’s electric-powered luxury crossover 
is fi nally here, and it’s “as awesome as 
we hoped.” Arriving two years after it was 
promised, this gorgeous sev en-seater 
delivers gee-whiz design fl ourishes with 
“mind-bending” acceleration, yet never 
forgets to be a practical family car. Even its 
“falcon-wing” rear doors, which are double-
hinged and need only a foot of clearance, 
help passengers by making access easier. 
The Model X “somehow makes an SUV not 
just cool, but desirable.”

Jalopnik.com 
With its dashboard screens alone, Tesla is 

“blowing every other automaker out of the 
water.” Still, nothing can upstage the view 
from the driver’s seat, where the swept-back 
windshield puts only sky overhead. No critic 
has yet gotten the X out on an open road, 
but even on a cone course, its power and 
agility impressed. The $142,000 top-line 
model can hit 60 mph in 3.2 seconds, and 
our test driver hit 80—in a parking lot. 

USA Today
So many interior details are new that dis-
cus sing this Tesla’s two electric motors or 
250-mile range “seems passé.” Even the 
sun visors are “works of art” that make 
other vehicles look too cautious. Tesla says 

there’ll be a wait of at least nine months for 
any new order placed on a Model X. “The 
question is, How many car buyers want to 
join a revolution?”

 LEISURE 33

Tip of the week...
How to waste less food

Best apps...
For discreet job hunting

And for those who have 
everything...

“People love lounging in hammocks, and 
people love soaking in hot tubs, and fi nally 
the two have become one.” The Hydro 
Hammock is a sling built for two that holds 
50 gallons of hot, bubbling water. A full setup 
includes a pump, a portable water heater, 
and all the hardware required to turn the 
hammock into a hot tub, though you’ll need 
to fi nd a pair of “extremely large and strong 
trees” to string it up between. If you can 
afford the whole kit, “you may never feel 
stressed ever again.”
$1,495, hydrohammock.com

Source: Gizmodo.com

Rethink expiration dates. Those dates are 
guesses about how long each product will 
be at its freshest, but foods remain edible 
longer. Eggs are good for weeks more, for 
instance: To test them, see if they sink when 
placed in water. If they float, throw them out.

Look past wilting. Many wilted vege ta-
bles, including carrots and broccoli, will 
crisp up if soaked in ice water. Lettuce that’s 
browned a bit can also be sautéed like any 
other green.

Repurpose sour milk. If the milk has been 
pasteurized, it’s not only safe to use for 
baking but also makes unusually delicious 
biscuits or pancakes.

Use your freezer more. Don’t toss leftover 
tomato paste or chopped onions; pop them 
in the freezer instead. Sliced bread will last 
much longer there, too, and when you’ll be 
away, put your milk there as well so it’ll be 
ready for your first breakfast back home. 
Source: NPR.org

Switch is one of a handful of apps aiming 
to be the Tinder of job searches. Like that 
dating app, Switch affords job seekers ano-
nymity as they scan job postings, swiping 
right for gigs of interest. If the user’s quali-
fications match the employer’s needs, the 
parties can initiate an in-app chat. (iOS only)

Jobr, which works much the way Switch 
does, has brought in two Tinder co-founders 
as investors. When a job is posted and a 
member refers a friend who lands the job, 
Jobr pays the member a $1,000 referral fee. 

Jobmaster aggregates job listings from 
some 1,000 job boards around the world. 
It’s free to search national job boards and 
99 cents to access a job board devoted to a 
particular profession. (iOS only) 

Savvy, previously called Poacht, focuses on 
female job seekers. Users create profiles that 
include salary expectations, and employers 
sort through those profiles anonymously. 
Source: The San Diego Union-Tribune 

The Tesla Model X: What the critics say

A revolutionary SUV, from $80,000 (est.)

Baabuk’s 
Urban Wooler
Finally, a sneaker that 
can be worn without 
socks year-round. The 
Swiss startup that 
makes these shoes uses 
natural wool, which is 
water-repellent and anti-
bacterial. It’s cozy in the 
winter and breathes in 
the summer.
$135, baabuk.com

Source: Refi nery29.com

Callens Paneled 
Hooded Sport Jacket
Callens, a Milan-based 
sporty luxury brand, 
makes effortlessly 
sophisticated activewear 
for women on the go. 
This hooded cotton-and-
silk jacket would look 
“just as good doing the 
school run as [it] might 
en route to tennis.”
$594, farfetch.com

Source: Vogue

Tory Sport 
Neoprene Backpack
Function meets chic 
elegance in Tory Burch’s 
new sport line. This 
backpack, made of water-
resistant neoprene and 
trimmed with leather, 
comes with a shoe com-
partment and card slot 
that make it perfect for 
trips to the gym.
$295, torysport.com

Source: Health.com

Downtown Dress 
by Derek Lam 10C
x Athleta 
Designer Derek Lam’s 
collaboration with 
Athleta is “one of the 
chicer athleisure collabo-
rations we’ve seen.” This 
dress, made of sweat-
shirt fabric, sports a fi t-
and-fl are silhouette that 
fl atters most any fi gure. 
$128, athleta.gap.com

Source: Yahoo.com

Aella Ankle 
Skinny Pants
When L.A. designer 
Eunice Cho couldn’t fi nd 
a pair of polished yet 
comfortable pants, she 
made her own. Patented 
UV-ray-blocking fabric 
makes these skinnies 
as fl exible as yogawear, 
but with a cut and fi nish 
fi t for a big night out. 
$132, aella.co

Source: LAMag.com 
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Best properties on the market
This week: Carriage house living
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1  Wayne, Pa.  This four-bedroom house designed by 
William L. Price has won multiple awards for resto-
ration. Built in 1880, the original home features mill-
work throughout, wide-plank oak floors, exposed 
beams, and arched horse-stall windows. The 0.57-
acre property includes a brick patio and landscaped 
areas, and is within walking distance of downtown. 
$1,999,999. Lisa Weber Yakulis,  Kurfiss/ Sotheby’s 
International Realty, (610) 517-8445

2  Monticello, Fla.  Set on 43 acres, Grand Oaks has a four-bedroom 
main house, a one-bedroom carriage house, and a three-stall horse 
barn. The carriage house features salvaged oak floors and six sets of 
French doors that open to a wraparound porch with a pool table and 
a hot tub. The property includes 12 acres of pecans, fenced pasture, 
and fruit trees. $1,200,000. Jon Kohler, Jon Kohler & Associates, 
(850) 508-2999 

3  Newport, R.I.  Built in 1900, this shingle-style 
carriage house lies on the border of Ballard Park. 
The five-bedroom home has four fireplaces and both 
hardwood and marble floors. The 0.59-acre property 
features bluestone terraces, stone walls, and an out-
door fire pit. $3,595,000. Don Desrosiers, Gustave 
White/ Sotheby’s International Realty, (401) 848-6713
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4  Ridgefield, Conn.  This five-bedroom carriage house was 
built around 1900 for the president of the Corn Exchange 
National Bank, who was an avid horseman. Original elements 
include herringbone brick floors, hand-wrought beams, iron 
details, and barn stall doors. The 7,530-square-foot home has 
three fireplaces, French doors, and a guest bedroom with a 
private entrance. The 2.1 acres feature a gunite pool and spa. 
$1,195,000. Chip Neumann, Neumann Real  Estate/ Christie’s 
International Real Estate, (203) 438-0455

6  Columbus, Ohio  Built in 2010, this one-bedroom 
 carriage-style house features an open-floor plan and 
vaulted ceilings throughout. The great room includes a 
gas log fireplace and a wall of bookshelves. The two- 
story home has a two-car garage with added storage 
and is across the street from a park. $219,900. Marilyn 
Vutech and Jeff Ruff, HER Realtors, (614) 255-0600

Steal of the week

5  Essex, Conn.  This 
four-bedroom home 
was formerly the 
Dickinson Witch Hazel 
Co.’s carriage house 
facility. Built in 1925, 
the house has a family room 
with the original belt-driven 
mechanisms for carriage 
maintenance mounted on 
the ceiling. Additional details 
include a master suite with a 
sitting room and a screened 
porch with river views. 
$1,295,000. Kathy and 
Don Shannehan, William 
Pitt/ Sotheby’s International 
Realty, (203) 247-0020



“In what looks like a 
case of bringing coals 
to Newcastle,” Dom i-
no’s is bringing pizza to 
the land where it was 
invented, said Ciara Lin-
nane in MarketWatch 
.com. The chain has 
opened an outlet in 
Milan, Italy, with plans 
for another three in 
the city by year’s end. 
Nearly half of Dom i no’s 
$8.9 billion in sales last 
year came from outside 
the U.S., but even its 
executives acknowledge 
that selling American 
pies to Italians won’t 
be easy. “No major 
American pizza brand 
has successfully entered 
the [Italian] market,” 
said Richard Allison, 
president of Dom i no’s 
International. “We’re 
going where no major 
pizza brand has gone 
before.” Dom i no’s will 
offer traditional Italian 
ingredients, like pro-
sciutto di Parma, and 
locally sourced wheat. 
But the company is 
hoping that its online 
ordering tech will be its 
secret sauce. Takeout 
isn’t common in Italy, 
despite Italians eating 
pizza an average of 
seven times a month.

Selling pizza 
to Italians

BUSINESS

Jack Dorsey is back in charge 
of Twitter, the social media 
company he founded nine years 
ago, said Jessica Guynn in USA 
Today. The programmer and 
businessman—who was fired as 
CEO in 2008, when Twitter was 
still just a fledgling startup—
returned to the top job on an 
interim basis in July, when Dick 
Costolo stepped down follow-
ing investor frustrations over 
Twitter’s slow growth. The company’s board of 
directors initially suggested that Dorsey would 
need to step aside as CEO of Square, the digi-
tal payments company he co-founded in 2009, 
to focus on Twitter full-time. But this week, 
after being impressed by Dorsey’s interim per-

formance, the board had a 
“major change of heart,” and 
Dorsey will keep both roles.

He’s got his work cut out for 
him, said Nick Bilton in The 
New York Times. Despite 
Twitter’s outsize role in pop-
u lar culture, the company’s 
growth has stalled at around 
300 million users, compared 

with Facebook’s 1.5 billion and Instagram’s 
400 mil lion, and “employee morale is precari-
ous.” The company’s value has plunged by more 
than half since going public in November 2013, 
and investors are demanding to see new products 
and strong growth. “Now all of these problems 
are Dorsey’s to fix.”

Tech: Dorsey retakes the reins at Twitter

Retail: American Apparel seeks restructuring 
American Apparel has filed for bankruptcy, said Tracy Rucinski in 
Reuters.com. Crippled by debt, excess inventory, and draining legal 
battles with its ousted, erratic founder Dov Charney, the famously edgy 
retailer will now attempt a “traditional turnaround.” A restructuring 
plan gives ownership to hedge fund Standard General, which rescued 
RadioShack in May. The deal, in which the retailer will trade bonds 
for equity, will provide financing to keep its stores open and factories 
operating, as well as to hire new staff and revamp its product line. 

Executives: DuPont CEO out after activist battles 
Ellen Kullman, one of the few women running an S&P 500 company, is 
stepping down as CEO of chemicals giant DuPont, said Jacob Bunge in 
The Wall Street Journal. The “surprise” departure comes not long after 
the 59-year-old Kullman, who has led DuPont since 2009, triumphed 
in a bruising battle with activist investor Nelson Peltz’s Trian Fund 
Management, which had criticized her leadership for “bloated corporate 
spending and sagging profits.” In May, Kullman prevented Peltz’s firm 
from obtaining any board seats in a close shareholder vote. “DuPont 
gave no reason” for Kullman’s sudden exit, which takes effect Oct. 16. 

Commodities: Glencore tries to soothe investors 
Battered commodities giant Glencore is scrambling to reassure inves-
tors that the company can survive despite its massive debt burden, 
said Neil Hume in the Financial Times. The Switzerland-based com-
pany, which both mines and trades commodities, saw its stock plunge 
nearly 30 percent in one day this month, amid investor fears the 
company won’t be able to dig its way out of $30 billion of debt in the 
middle of a global commodities rout. The company has now released 
a “fact sheet” providing a “granular” look at its finances, including a 
$10 billion debt reduction plan and $2.5 billion share offering.

Food: SABMiller spurns InBev’s $104B takeover bid 
U.K. brewer SABMiller this week rejected Anheuser-Busch InBev’s 
third takeover offer, said Antonia Matthews in CNBC.com. The lat-
est proposal, which valued SABMiller at nearly $104 billion, still 
“substantially undervalues” the brewer of Miller Lite and Peroni, in 
the opinion of its shareholders. If Belgium-based InBev can ultimately 
find a price to SABMiller’s liking, the merger would create a “monster 
brewer” worth some $276 billion, controlling nearly 70 percent of the 
U.S. beer market. 
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A second chance at CEO

The Dow Jones indus-
trial average needs to jump 
about 15 percent—more 
than 2,500 points—by the 
end of the year in order to 
avoid having 2015 become 
the worst year for stocks 
since the 2008 financial 
crisis.  
Fortune.com

Sales of full-calorie soda in 
the United States have fallen 
by more than 25 percent 
over the past 20 years. In 
a scramble to adjust to 
changing consumer tastes, 
Coca-Cola has increased the 
number of individual prod-
ucts it offers to 700 this year, 
up from 400 in 2004.  
The New York Times

Silicon Valley’s venture 
capital firms fare just as 
badly on diversity—if not 
worse—than the tech com-
panies they fund. An analy-
sis of more than 550 senior 
investors at 71 leading VC 
firms found that 92 percent 
are male and 78 percent are 
white. Less than 1 percent 
of senior tech venture cap-
i tal ists are black, and just 
1.3 per cent are Hispanic.  
TheInformation.com

The average fee for using 
an out-of-network 

ATM has risen 
to a record 
$4.52 per 
transaction 
over the 
past year, 
according 
to a survey 
from data 
provider 

Bankrate Inc. In 
Atlanta and New 

York City, fees average more 
than $5, and can go as high 
as $8. 
The Wall Street Journal

At the end of second quar-
ter, 62 percent of companies 
had twice as much debt as 
cash flow from their opera-
tions, up from 31 percent 
in the first quarter of 2006, 
according to JPMorgan 
Chase. Corporate debt is up 
by about $1 trillion since the 
financial crisis. 
Fortune.com 

The bottom line
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Making money

Out-of-pocket health costs are growing 
far faster than Americans’ paychecks, said 
Korin Miller in Yahoo.com. Deductibles, 
the amount patients must pay for medical 
care before coverage kicks in, have in-
creased more than six times faster than 
workers’ wages since 2010, according to 
a new analysis by the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation, which studies health-care policy. 
The average deductible now costs $1,300 
per year for an individual insurance plan, 
up from $900 in 2010. Expect that figure 
to keep rising, as more employers look 
to rein in higher health-care costs with 
high-deductible plans, said Tom Murphy in the Associated Press. 
Obama care’s “Cadillac tax”—a 40 percent tax on employer-
sponsored plans that offer coverage above $10,200 per individual 
and $27,500 for a family—takes effect in 2018, and companies 
are already maneuvering to avoid it, often by shifting employees 
to high-deductible plans. As open enrollment approaches this fall, 
a quarter of employers say they ’re planning to add high-deduct-
ible plans to their offerings, in addition to the 41 per cent that 
already do, according to benefits consultant Mercer. 

These plans can be tempting to healthy consumers who don’t 
anticipate many doctor’s visits, but they often come with medical 
bill “sticker shock,” said Ann Carrns in The New York Times. Al-
most a third of respondents in a recent Consumer Reports survey 
said they have received a medical bill that was bigger than they 

expected. In addition to high deduct-
ibles, “patients are often tripped up by 
charges for out-of-network care.” Even 
when using an in-network hospital for 
elective surgery, for instance, patients 
may still receive treatment—and a bill—
from out-of-network specialists. Think 
carefully about the trade-offs: While a 
high-deductible plan might keep more 
money in each paycheck, paying higher 
premiums might be worth it if you can’t 
come up with $2,000 for out-of-pocket 
costs in a pinch. 

“With wages largely stagnant, benefits are the new salary,” said 
Suzanne Woolley in Bloomberg.com. Make the most of them. 
High-deductible health-care plans are often offered with health 
savings accounts (HSA), which allow patients to save money 
tax-free for medical expenses, like prescription co-pays and 
doctor’s visits. Not only can an HSA “bridge the deductible 
gap,” it offers a “rare tax-exempt trifecta.” The money saved 
in an HSA isn’t taxed and also grows tax-free when invested in 
vehicles like mutual funds. Withdrawals aren’t taxed either, so 
long as they are used for qualified medical expenses. One com-
mon suggestion is to invest the money you save on lower pre-
miums with a high-deductible plan (on average, $50 a month 
lower than a PPO plan) into an HSA. Whatever you don’t 
spend rolls over from year to year, meaning it can even double 
as retirement health savings. 

Health care: Managing high deductibles
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Families may pay more for routine care.

Simpler mortgage disclosures
Home loan offers are getting “easier to de-
cipher,” said Lisa Prevost in The New York 
Times. New rules that took effect Oct. 3 re-
quire mortgage lenders to provide consumer 
disclosure forms that explicitly break down the 
costs and terms associated with a loan. Bor-
rowers will receive just two disclosures, unlike 
the previous four. The new forms, created by 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 
“are much easier to understand.” The initial 
Loan Estimate shows the loan amount and 
interest rate, the borrower’s monthly payment, 
estimated taxes and insurance costs, and how 
much cash is required to close. The Closing 
Disclosure, outlining the financial transaction, 
must now be provided at least three business 
days before the closing date. 

Health insurance for Fido 
“As pets live longer and have access to more 
life-saving—and expensive—treatments, you 
might be considering health insurance,” said 
Martha White in Time.com. But as with hu-
mans, pet health insurance comes with plenty 
of fine print. For healthy pets, premiums paid 
over the animal’s lifetime often add up to 
more than out-of-pocket costs. But for serious 
health issues, insurance can drastically reduce 

vet bills. First, consider the type of plan. There 
are medical plans, which cover injury and ill-
ness, and wellness plans that cover routine care 
like vaccinations and flea and tick medication. 
“Some plans cover hereditary conditions; 
most do not.” Some plans have a per-incident 
deductible, “which could get pricey if Snoopy 
likes to eat plastic toys.” It’s also typical for pet 
insurance policies to carry lifetime maximums. 

Credit cards get a makeover
The small computer chip you may have no-
ticed on the front of your new credit card is a 
big upgrade from the cards in most Americans’ 
wallets, said Ben Steverman in Bloomberg .com. 
So-called EMV chips—named after Euro pay, 
MasterCard, and Visa—“can’t be copied and 
counterfeited the way a magnetic strip can.” 
New credit card industry rules are prodding re-
tailers into stepping up their rollout of the new 
technology, which is the standard for most of 
the world. As of Oct. 1, retailers that haven’t 
upgraded to EMV point-of-sale terminals are 
liable for fraud that occurs at their stores. 
Card issuers are also liable for any fraud on 
cards that don’t have the new technology. If 
you don’t have a chip card yet, don’t fret. You 
should receive one from your credit card com-
pany, but it might take a year or two. 

What the experts say

The Galápagos Islands form one of the 
most biologically diverse areas in the 
world. Thanks to conservation efforts, 
95 per cent of the archipelago’s native 
species remain intact today, yet the 
islands are constantly under threat from 
invasive species, poaching, and endan-
germent. Founded in 1986, the Galapagos 
Conservancy (galapagos .org) is the largest 
single source of funds for Galápagos con-
servation. The product of a 2002 merger 
between the Darwin Scientific Foundation, 
which managed research in Galápagos, 
and the Charles Darwin Foundation, which 
raised funds and awareness for conserva-
tion, the organization works with partners 
to support ecological restoration and edu-
ca tion. This summer, a major repopulation 
project returned over 200 tortoises to their 
natural home, the first time the animals 
have roamed the island in more than 
150 years. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 
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“Anti-capitalism is once more a force to be reckoned 
with,” said The Economist. Pope Francis decries the 
“invisible tyranny of the market,” and socialist Bernie 
Sanders is gaining ground in the U.S. presidential 
race. A recent Gallup poll on Americans’ confidence 
in U.S. institutions put “big business” second to 
last—above only Congress. People increasingly resent 
the “boss class” for reaping huge rewards “regardless 
of success or failure,” like disgraced former Volks-
wagen CEO Martin Winterkorn’s golden parachute, 
worth $67 million. Free-market defenders argue 
that “good capitalism is gaining ground,” and that 
its virtues—competition and innovation—outweigh 
the vices of “bad capitalism,” such as cronyism and 

monopolies. But what we think of as good capital-
ism may be adding to the current backlash. Digital 
technology allows firms to expand rapidly without 
physical assets or even employees. Ten years ago, 
Blockbuster had 9,000 locations and 83,000 employ-
ees. Netflix employs just 2,000 people. The 1,200 
firms that have gone public in the U.S. since 2000 
have each created fewer than 700 jobs on average 
since then. There are many rewards for creative de-
struction, like supercomputers in our pockets. But 
“most people do not distinguish between good and 
bad capitalism.” Instead, they see the market’s biggest 
winners “unleashing a tide of uncertainty while re-
serving themselves luxury berths on the lifeboats.” 

The Federal Reserve did everything it could to sta-
bilize and repair the U.S. economy in the wake of 
the financial crisis, said Ben Bernanke, and despite 
much criticism, the results have been impressive. For 
an idea of what would have happened without the 
Fed’s intervention, consider Europe, whose economy 
is roughly the same size as ours. Europe refused 
to use monetary policy to aid its recovery after the 
crisis, even though the European Central Bank has 
even broader monetary powers than the Fed. Today, 
the Eurozone’s economic output is about 0.8 per cent 
below its precrisis peak, while the U.S. is perform-

ing 8.9 per cent better—“an enormous difference.” 
In 2010, as Eurozone leaders lambasted the Fed’s 
program of stimulus through quantitative easing, the 
unemployment rates in Europe and the U.S. were 
10.2 and 9.4 per cent, respectively. Today the U.S. 
jobless rate is close to 5 percent, while Europe’s has 
risen to 10.9 per cent. Earlier this year, the ECB fi-
nally launched its own quantitative easing program, 
and since then, the Continent’s outlook has steadily 
improved. Monetary policy is “no panacea,” but it 
can “accomplish a lot.” The U.S. economy is cer-
tainly better off as a result of the Fed’s actions. C
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Capitalism 
is losing 
its fans
The Economist

Europe could 
have used 
the Fed
Ben Bernanke
The Wall Street Journal

If you were looking for good news 
about the economy, the “down-
right dismal” September jobs 
re port was not the place to find 
it, said John Steele Gordon in 
CommentaryMagazine.com. The 
Labor Department announced that 
the U.S. economy added a mere 
142,000 new jobs last month, well 
below economists’ predictions of 
200,000 positions. And while the 
unemployment rate stayed at a 
seemingly respectable 5.1 percent, 
the labor force participation rate 
fell to 62.4 percent, its lowest 
level since October 1977. The 
unemployment rate didn’t go up, 
in other words, only because people left the workforce when 
they couldn’t find jobs. “This is the kind of jobs report that 
should make you feel ill at ease,” said Jordan Weissmann in 
Slate.com. A year ago, the economy was adding an average of 
238,000 jobs per month. This year it’s 198,000, closer to the 
pace we had in 2013, and for the past two months, it’s been 
just 139,000. These “ominous” signals could be a blip. But they 
might be a sign that the global turmoil that upended stock mar-
kets this summer is beginning to infect the U.S. economy.

“This is usually the point in one of these stories where we would 
list the silver linings,” said Neil Irwin in The New York Times. 
The trouble is, there aren’t any. This jobs report was “easily the 
worst of 2015 so far.” In addition to the disappointing September 
figures, August’s job gains were revised down by 37,000. Aver-

age weekly hours fell and average 
hourly pay was unchanged. “We 
don’t even have a major snow-
storm or other weird weather 
event to blame, nor a strike in a 
major industry.” The only silver 
lining I can come up with is that 
data like this has lot of statisti-
cal variance and can sometimes 
“send false signals, even for a few 
months in a row.” But I seriously 
doubt that is going to do “any-
thing to help an economy-watcher 
maintain that Zen perspective.”

“Sometimes the only good news 
is that there wasn’t more bad 

news,” said Matt O’Brien in The Washington Post. If noth-
ing else, this jobs report justifies the Federal Reserve’s decision 
not to raise interest rates last month, a move that likely would 
have further applied the brakes to what little growth we have 
now. Inflation is well below the central bank’s 2 percent target, 
and wages are stagnant, so there’s “nothing to suggest” the Fed 
needs to raise rates soon to keep the economy from overheat-
ing. “It might not even be properly heated right now.” The 
weak jobs report “pretty much rules out” the odds of an interest 
rate hike later this year, or at least dramatically lowers them, 
said Adam Shell in USA Today. As a result, Wall Street will 
be looking for any little clues as to whether the U.S. economy 
can weather global woes like an economic slowdown in China. 
Some analysts are already downgrading their forecasts for the 
third quarter. “Wall Street, like it or not, is on recession watch.”

Issue of the week: An ominous jobs report

Few silver linings in the latest employment numbers
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Henning Mankell 
was the dean of 
Scandinavian 
crime fiction. 

The phenomenal success of the 
Swedish author’s Kurt Wallander 
series, which follows a flawed 
but humane detective troubled 
by self-doubt and alcoholism, 
paved the way for Stieg Larsson, 
Jo Nesbo, and other so-called 
Nordic noir writers. But Mankell 
didn’t limit himself to writing 
best-sellers. A humanitarian 
activist, he spent much of his 
time raising awareness of AIDS 
in Africa and was on board one 
of the ships that tried to break Israel’s blockade 
of Gaza in 2010. “You have to act, not just 
by writing, but by standing up and doing,” he 
said. “You cannot call yourself an intellectual if 
all you use your intellectual gifts for is to find 
excuses not to do anything.”

Abandoned as a child by his mother, Mankell 
was raised by his father, a small-town judge, and 
“grew up listening to grown-ups’ discussions on 
crime and punishment,” said the Associated Press. 
At age 16, he became a merchant seaman—an 
experience he called his “real university”—before 

returning to Sweden to work in 
theater. After the publication of 
his first novel, The Stone Blaster, 
in 1973, Mankell traveled to 
Africa, sparking a “lifelong 
relationship with the continent.” 
He divided his time between 
Africa and Sweden, and worked 
briefly as the artistic leader 
of a theater in Mozambique’s 
capital, Maputo. Mankell’s first 
Wallander novel, Faceless Killers, 
wasn’t published until 1991, 
said The Guardian (U.K.). The 
“melancholy, drunken, bullish 
detective” struck a chord with 
readers: The 12-book series sold 

more than 40 million copies, and was adapted for 
TV both in Sweden and abroad. 

“Mankell eventually tired of Wallander” and 
retired the character with 2009’s The Troubled 
Man, said The New York Times. The writer 
“chafed at his failure to reach a broader audi-
ence” for his other work, which included scores 
of novels, plays, and children’s books. But his 
philosophy on writing was simple. “My driving 
force,” he said, “[is] to try to understand the time 
and the world one lives in. I want to know why I 
have lived by the time I die.”

Brian Friel was 
widely acknowl-
edged as the 
greatest Irish 

playwright of his generation. 
With a blend of humor and 
melancholy, he charted every 
aspect of life on the Emerald 
Isle, from the Protestant-
Catholic Troubles in 1973’s 
The Freedom of the City to the 
1990 family drama Dancing at Lughnasa. Yet 
despite his achievements—Friel was often cel-
ebrated as the “Irish Chekhov”—he was noto-
riously shy of publicity. He once summarized 
his simple life thus: “I am married, have five 
children, live in the country, smoke too much, 
fish a bit, read a lot, worry a lot, get involved 
in sporadic causes and invariably regret the 
involvement.”

“The son of a Catholic schoolmaster and a post-
mistress,” Friel grew up in Northern Ireland, 
said The Daily Telegraph (U.K.). After a brief  
attempt to study for the priesthood that he later 
called “an awful experience,’’ he became a math 
teacher, writing radio plays and short stories for 
The New Yorker in his spare time. In 1964, after 
six months of working with the celebrated British 
theater director Tyrone Guthrie in Minneapolis, 

Friel wrote his breakthrough 
play, Philadelphia, Here I 
Come! A “serio-comic portrait 
of a young Irishman ponder-
ing emigration to the U.S.,” 
it transferred to Broadway in 
1966 and was nominated for 
a Tony Award. By now liv-
ing across the border in the 
Republic of Ireland, Friel soon 
established himself as “Ireland’s 

finest playwright since Sean O’Casey and Samuel 
Beckett,” said The Washington Post. His best-
known work was Dancing at Lughnasa, which 
won three Tony Awards and was adapted into a 
film starring Meryl Streep. New York Times critic 
Frank Rich said the play “does exactly what 
thea ter was born to do, [striking] deep chords 
that words cannot begin to touch.”

Friel “took a cynical view of Dublin and its 
politicians,” said The New York Times. But he 
agreed to serve in the Irish Senate for two years 
in 1987, and in 2006 was named as one of 
Ireland’s seven Wise Men of the People of Art. 
For all his success, however, Friel never thought 
plays could sway an audience’s opinions. “People 
at the theater are moved by their stomachs and 
their hearts,” he said. “You can never move 
people intellectually.”

Obituaries

Brian 
Friel

1929–2015
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The Swedish writer who pioneered ‘Nordic noir’

The ‘Irish Chekhov’ who shunned the limelight

Henning
Mankell
1948–2015 Don Edwards often said that 

the “most glorious moment” 
of his 32-year career in the 
House of Representatives 
came early on, when as a 

freshman 
congress-
man from 
California, he 
helped pass 

the landmark Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Edwards went on to 
establish himself as a cru-
sader for civil rights and civil 
liberties—becoming an early 
opponent of the Vietnam War, 
engineering passage of the 
Americans With Disabilities 
Act, and fighting FBI and CIA 
overreach. Years after his bat-
tles with FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, Edwards found a 
newspaper clipping in his FBI 
file reporting that he planned 
to leave office (he ultimately 
didn’t). Hoover had marked 
it “Good riddance.” Edwards 
had it framed.

Born in San Jose, Calif., 
Edwards worked for sev-
eral years as an FBI agent 
after graduating from 
Stanford University, said 
The Washington Post. He 
served in the Navy in World 
War II, before establishing 
a title insurance company 
and entering politics as 
a Republican. In 1950, he 
became president of the 
California Young Republicans, 
but switched parties when he 
was elected to Congress in 
1962 out of a “distaste for the 
isolationist wing of the GOP” 
and the anti-communist 
excesses of McCarthyism.

Edwards was “an all-out 
liberal on issues from the 
impeachment of President 
Richard M. Nixon to the 1991 
Persian Gulf War,” said The 
New York Times. In 1975, 
he helped kill the House 
Un-American Activities 
Committee, a goal he’d held 
since arriving in Washington. 
But despite his liberal posi-
tions, Edwards enjoyed an 
amiable working relation-
ship with Republicans, said 
the Los Angeles Times. “The 
world works better when we 
get along,” Edwards said. 
“And that’s what we owe 
everybody.”

Don
Edwards

1915–2015

39

The liberal lawmaker 
who championed  
civil rights
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enforcement. They arrange deals by cell-
phone and deliver heroin like pizza.

In August 2014, a window opened into 
this shadowy world: A tip led federal drug 
agents to Vargas, a low-level courier will-
ing to tell them what he knew in exchange 
for leniency. “Sometimes,” one agent later 
explained, “the dope gods smile.”

VARGAS WAS THE perfect drug mule. 
He was 22 but looked younger. He’d 
been born in California, moving 

to Mexico at age 12 after his father was 
deported, so he possessed a U.S. passport. 
He also had a spotless record, perfect 
English, and a desperate need for cash: His 
father had already lost one eye to diabetes. 
He’d been offered $6 a gram. This job 
would earn him nearly $6,000.

Things could go wrong. Another courier 
headed to Dayton had to use the bathroom 
unexpectedly during a layover at a U.S. 
airport and lost his pellets when the toilet 
flushed automatically, according to the drug 
agents who finally arrested him.

Pellets bursting is a courier’s worst fear. 
Once in Lorain, Ohio, a courier started 
foaming at the mouth, and his handler 
called down to Mexico to figure out what 
to do. As authorities listened via wiretap, 
the handler was told to cut the courier open 
and retrieve the remaining drugs.

This wasn’t supposed to happen with her-
oin. The drug has a reputation as a rough 
ride, and for years, treatment centers saw 
few heroin addicts. But that started chang-
ing in the mid-2000s and took off a few 
years later after a government crackdown on 
opioid painkiller abuse. Unable to get pills, 

many addicts turned to heroin, the 
painkillers’ chemical cousin.

Today, authorities estimate there 
are between 435,000 and 1.5 mil-
lion heroin users in the United 
States. Treatment centers are once 
again flooded with young users, 
many of whom got their start on 
prescription drugs.

In Montgomery County, home 
to Dayton, heroin-related deaths 
have skyrocketed 225 percent 
since 2011. Last year, this county 
of 540,000 residents reported 127 
fatal heroin overdoses—one of the 
highest rates in the nation.

“The coroner can’t keep up,” said 
Robert Carlson, a Wright State 

University ethnographer who helps track 
overdoses. “There’s not enough room to 
keep all the bodies.”

Just as U.S. authorities were cracking down 
on painkillers, Mexican cartels were figur-
ing out how to make high-quality powder 
heroin. For decades, Mexicans dealt primar-
ily in homegrown black tar heroin, a crude 
concoction that looks like its name. It is 
sticky like tree sap and odorous like vinegar. 
Its appeal is limited. And it was sold almost 
exclusively west of the Mississippi River. 
East of the Mississippi, the Colombians 
pushed powder heroin.

But moving beyond black tar made sense for 
the Mexicans. Powder was a better product. 
Stronger. It was easier to smuggle, too: Kilo 
for kilo, powder took up less room.

It was also extremely profitable. A kilo of 
heroin might cost $5,000 to produce in 
Mexico. But it could sell for $80,000 to sup-
pliers in the U.S., twice what cocaine fetches. 
And a street dealer could make $300,000 by 
diluting the kilo and doling it out to addicts 
a 10th of a gram at a time.

For the drug cartel La Familia Michoacana, 
shipping powder straight to smaller markets 
such as Dayton meant no more sharing 
with suppliers in Chicago or New York.

“I’d never have thought it, but we turned 
into a source city,” Montgomery County 
Sheriff Phil Plummer said.

To spur demand, dealers started throwing 
in free “tester” hits of powder heroin when 
customers bought pot or crack. Many deal-
ers soon moved to heroin full-time, police 
and former addicts said.

Mexican cartels are fueling a heroin surge in the U.S., said Todd Frankel, targeting small cities like Dayton, Ohio. 

A drug search in Dayton, a new epicenter of the heroin trade.

HE PRACTICED WITH 
baby carrots, swallow-
ing them whole, easing 

them down his throat with 
yogurt. Later came the heroin 
pellets, each loaded with 14 
grams of powder, machine-
wrapped in wax paper and 
thick latex. Long gone were 
the days of swallowing hand-
knotted, drug-filled condoms. 
The Mexican drug-trafficking 
organizations were always per-
fecting their craft.

On this trip, Gerardo Var gas 
would swallow 71 pellets—
a full kilo, just over 2 pounds, 
enough for as many as 30,000 
hits at $10 a pop on American 
streets. And so before he set off on his 
3,900-mile journey from Uruapan, Mexico, 
Vargas had been given the rules: No soda, 
because it could erode the pellets’ wrap-
ping. No orange juice, either. Drink only 
water. He was told which airports to avoid, 
his every move orchestrated by his handler 
in Mexico.

And don’t eat anything, he was told, until 
reaching the final destination: Dayton, 
Ohio, one of the new frontiers of the 
American heroin epidemic.

A sophisticated farm-to-arm supply chain 
is fueling America’s surging heroin appetite, 
causing heroin to surpass cocaine and meth 
to become the nation’s No. 1 drug threat 
for the first time. As demand has grown, 
the flow of heroin—a once taboo drug now 
easier to score in some cities than crack or 
pot—has changed, too.

Mexican cartels have overtaken the U.S. 
heroin trade, imposing an almost corporate 
discipline. They grow and process the drug 
themselves, increasingly replacing their tra-
ditional black tar with an innovative high-
quality powder with mass market appeal: It 
can be smoked or snorted by newcomers as 
well as shot up by hard-core addicts.

They have broadened distribution beyond 
the old big-city heroin centers like Chicago 
and New York to target unlikely places 
such as Dayton. The midsize Midwestern 
city today is considered to be an epicenter 
of the heroin problem, with addicts buying 
and overdosing in unsettling droves. Crack 
dealers on street corners have been sup-
planted by heroin dealers ranging across a 
far wider landscape, almost invisible to law 
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WITH A BELLYFUL of heroin, Vargas 
followed the same worn path fol-
lowed by hundreds of other drug 

mules. He began by hopping a 2:05 p.m. 
flight from Uruapan to Tijuana, putting him 
20 minutes from the U.S.-Mexico border.

No one knows how many tons of drugs slip 
across that border. Authorities only know 
what they manage to stop. Researchers 
be lieve the detection rate hovers around 
1.5  percent—favorable odds for a smuggler.

The next morning, Vargas and his kilo 
walked into the San Ysidro border station, 
the nation’s busiest entry point. Waved on, 
he caught a hired van outside the border 
station and headed 100 miles north to John 
Wayne Airport in Santa Ana, Calif., bypass-
ing the much closer airport in San Diego, 
which he’d been warned to avoid. Other 
drug couriers had been arrested there.

He caught AirTran Flight 436 to Las Vegas, 
then jumped on Southwest Flight 2419. 
But he wasn’t flying to Dayton. He’d been 
warned to avoid that airport, too. He 
landed in Indianapolis at 1:19 a.m.

In the pre-dawn hours, Vargas hailed a cab 
for the two-hour ride to Dayton.

After 3,900 miles and 37 hours, Vargas 
checked into a $45-a-night room at the 
Dayton Motor Motel. He was in Room 8.

On the streets, heroin is called girl. Crack 
is boy. And the switch from boy to girl 
has complicated the job for drug cops like 
Sgt. John Sullivan, who heads Dayton’s 
undercover drug unit. “In the transition 
from crack to heroin,” said Sullivan, “the 
business model has totally changed.”

The crack trade at least had a physical 
location. There were crack houses. Drug 
corners. Runners. Police knew which neigh-
borhoods to focus on.

With heroin, it’s mobile phones and car-to-
car transactions. The deals can take place 
in mall parking lots. At gas stations. In 
suburbs. Dealers will come to you, what’s 
known as the pizza-delivery model.

“There’s no geography to it anymore,” 
said Lee Hoffer, an ethnographer at Case 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland 
who is studying heroin users. And the deal-
ers have gotten smarter.

Tired of losing personal vehicles to drug 
forfeiture laws, they use rentals, which can’t 
be seized, Sullivan said. The end of drug 
houses means there is nothing for police 
to raid—or rival dealers to rob. Turf wars 
have disappeared along with the turf. Drug 
dealers realized they could live anywhere. 
Some moved out to the suburbs. One 
moved into the same upscale apartment 
building as Sullivan.
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drug cops parked around the perimeter 
The next afternoon, Jason Via, a DEA 
special agent, and another agent knocked 
on Vargas’ door. Vargas did not seem sur-
prised. He let them in.

Via noticed a trash can that had been used 
as a toilet—a sign of a body courier. Vargas 
permitted the agents to search the room. 
They found a plastic bag filled with heroin 
pellets hidden in the toilet tank.

Vargas began to talk. He told his life story. 
How he was a married father of two. How 
his father was sick with diabetes.

Then Vargas mentioned that he had one last 
pellet inside him. Via rushed Vargas to the 
hospital. He didn’t want the pellet to burst.

Vargas faced serious prison time: 10 years 
to life. His best shot at helping himself was 
to talk. So he spilled the details of his trips. 
It was clear how little Vargas knew. “He 
was a babe in the woods,” his attorney, 
Patrick Mulligan, said.

At his sentencing in January, Vargas was 
remorseful. The judge gave him two years. 

Recently, county detectives were closing 
in on another courier holed up in another 
local motel. This time, the courier was a 
woman, as many are these days, a fresh 
sign of the ever-changing tactics.

But the dope gods were not smiling this 
time. They just missed her.

Excerpted from an article that origi-
nally appeared in The Washington Post. 
Reprinted with permission. 

The business now is all about the phone. A 
drug dealer’s phone, filled with customers’ 
numbers, is so valuable that it’s known as 
a money phone. The information is often 
backed up onto other phones or stored on 

computers in Mexico. When police seize 
a money phone, they have to seal it in a 
special bag to block cell signals, so dealers 
can’t erase its memory remotely.

“Logistically,” said Capt. Mike Brem of 
the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, 
heroin “is a nightmare.”

THE AFTERNOON AFTER he arrived, 
Vargas emerged from his motel 
room. He walked across the parking 

lot, never seeming to notice the undercover 
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‘The perfect mule’: Vargas after his arrest
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Crossword No. 331: I’ll Grant You That by Matt Gaffney

Sources: A complete list of publications cited in The Week can be found at theweek.com/sources.

The Week Contest

This week’s question: Scientists have discovered that 
every human body is surrounded by an invisible cloud 
of millions of microbes that is as unique as our finger-
prints. We carry this cloud of highly personalized germs 
wherever we go, even leaving a trace of it when we exit 
a room. Please create a name for the cloud of microbes 
around every one of us. 

Last week’s contest: NASA scientists say they have 
found compelling evidence that there is liquid water on 
present-day Mars. If NASA were to start selling Martian 
mineral water here on Earth, what brand name should 
they put on the bottle?

THE WINNER: “U F Eau”—David Holt, Wichita, Kan.

SECOND PLACE: “Martian Dew” 
Tim Mistele, Coral Gables, Fla.

THIRD PLACE: “Water of the Worlds” 
Ken Liebman, Williston, Vt.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek.com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, please type “Germ cloud” in the sub-
ject line. Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, 
Oct. 13. Winners will appear on the Puzzle Page next 

issue and at theweek.com/puzzles on 
Friday, Oct. 16. In the case of identical 
or similar entries, the first one received 
gets credit. 

ACROSS
1  Course number

4  Talk Like a Pirate Day 

shout

9  Place to dry out

14  Word that sounds like 

its second letter

15  Take to the tub

16  1954 AL batting champ 

Bobby

17  The 2015 MacArthur 

Foundation “genius 

grants,” awarded 

Sept. 28, come with 

no strings attached—

which might seem odd 

to winner Basil Twist, 

since he’s a ___

19  Isn’t serious

20  Explorer Tasman

21  2001 biopic

22  Those against

23  Deli hangers

26  Website founded 

by Jerry Yang and 

David Filo

28  Convention ID

30  Only official language 

of Pakistan (as of last 

month, when English 

was dropped)

33  Author Camus

36  Gen. Eisenhower

37  No-win situations?

38  Console that sounds 

like a pronoun

39  William Dichtel had 

a strong reaction to 

winning, since he’s 

a ___

42  It may be pale

43  Deity with wings

45  Skeletal start

46  Concert venues

48  Shaker crystals

49  Doesn’t follow through

51  Mesoamerican 

group known for 

large stone heads

53  Prepares to remove, as 

a necktie

57  European city that 

takes a “The”

59  Country station?

61  Give off

62  Fear of Dying author 

Jong

63  Winning was a big step 

for Michelle Dorrance, 

since she’s a ___

66  Amber source

67  TV twins surname

68  Billionaire Broad

69  Skewered dish

70  Diving milieux

71  Unproven ability

DOWN
1  Half of a 1960s band

2  Island off the coast of 

Venezuela

3  Drive off

4  Japan’s prime minister

5  Winery tour sight

6  Command to relax

7  Poet Silverstein

8  Popular marinade

9  Indian chief

10  Make smooth

11  Marina Rustow will 

remember the exact 

date of her win, since 

she’s a ___

12  Prefix with meter

13  Fish that’s also a 

musical instrument

18  Flat surface

24  Comedian Maron

25  “That sounds like 

fun!”

27  Far in the past

29  Shakespearean 

title role

31  Oscar ___ Renta

32  Puts to work

33  Leaves amazed

34  Currency replaced by 

the euro

35  Lorenz Studer’s career 

will now go under the 

media’s microscope, 

since he’s a ___

40  Will reader

41  Early PDA

44  Caribbean island 

whose capital is 

Castries

47  German city whose 

name means “food”

50  Pass by

52  Encyclopedia Brown 

nemesis Bugs ___ 

54  Pageant host

55  Nobelist Aage Bohr’s 

Nobelist father

56  The heart of Vegas, 

with “The”

57  Common possessive 

pronoun

58  Part of town

60  Shop event

64  Dict. entry

65  Part of Q&A

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36 37

38 39 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64 65

66 67 68

69 70 71

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
super-hard

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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