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54 LEE QUARRY, LANCASHIRE 
With its funding cut and a winter of storms 

battering the trails, the future of Lee and Crag 

Quarry looks grim. We head north to discover 

if local enthusiasm and money can save one of 

the UK’s most interesting trail centres

62 SNOWDON, NORTH WALES
Defying the wet and windy weather and 

tackling Wales’s highest peak has never felt 

as wild, as demanding... or as exhilarating 

72 TRANS CASCADIA, OREGON
Oregon state has some of the best trails your 

furtive mind can imagine. Thank goodness 

someone had the good sense to run an 

enduro event there, then
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proves the perfect 
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Brexit wound

 I
n or out? That’s 

the question on 

everyone’s lips. I’m 

talking, of course, 

about whether or 

not the UK will continue 

to be a member of the 

EU after the referendum 

in June. At fi rst glance, 

this doesn’t seem to 

have much relevance 

for mountain bikers. But, actually, we have much to 

thank the Brussels bureaucrats for. Without the EU 

we would have but a fraction of the trail centres and 

singletrack that we do now. Over the last 20 years, 

cash has fl owed across the Channel via regional 

development funds to help create trail centres 

across the UK. Without the European investment, 

Afan, Cwmcarn, Coed y Brenin, Glentress and 

Innerleithen would be very different places indeed. 

Whatever happens post-June, we should 

recognise that the EU’s contribution to mountain 

biking in the UK is hugely signifi cant. Certainly, if 

Britain leaves, we shouldn’t expect much public 

funding for such indulgences as purpose-built 

singletrack. Case in point, following signifi cant 

budget cuts, one of the few council-funded 

trail venues in the UK is under serious threat at 

the moment. Lee Quarry and Cragg Quarry in 

Lancashire faces possible closure as a result. 

Dan Trent’s been up there this month to get the 

lowdown, and fi nd out if there’s any way it can be 

saved (p54). It’s an interesting story, and throws 

up the wider question about how all these 

wonderful riding venues, that we all take 

for granted, can continue to fl ourish 

as belts are continually tightened at 

local and national level. 

Now available on the iPad, 
Kindle and all Android devices
mbr.co.uk/digital-edition

HOW TO
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Leaving the EU may lead to a 
trail-funding haemorrhage 
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Big picture
Dropping into a dark, loamy rut 

and sprinting out towards the sun 

on a frosty morning has to be the 

perfect way to kickstart a day. The 

ride is never going to be long when 

there’s work to get to, but drum up 

the motivation, squeeze a few trails 

in, and you’ll be buzzing at the desk 

for the rest of the day. I’m sure Toby 

Pantling would agree with that one!

Roo Fowler
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Big picture
Thanks to the exfoliating effect 

of the Welsh weather, BikePark 

Wales’s Fifty Shades of Black has 

aged considerably over the winter 

months. Despite a bit of anti-ageing 

cream filling in the cracks of its 

signature rock line (shown here), 

the rest of the trail is a rough and 

rutted test of mind, body and 

machine. That’s why we used it as 

one of the test runs for this month’s 

enduro bike test, and you can 

read all about how the four bikes 

performed down it on page 116. 

Roo Fowler
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Big picture
The mountain bikers’ equivalent 

of slashing turns in fresh powder 

snow. You could almost say Brett 

Tippie was the founder of gravel 

pit dirt carves on mountain bikes. 

As a young snowboarder, he used 

to take his board to the pits in the 

summer months, slaying the hill 

shirtless in true rock ’n’ roll fashion 

— no cares given. I can still hear 

his voice in the back of my head: 

“One more pit man… just one more 

pit!” as he hiked back up to the top, 

dressed as a cowboy with Jesse 

Melamed, while filming for a video. 

Laurence Crossman-Emms
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“ M Y  V I S I O N  I S 

F I L L E D  W I T H 

T H E  S P L I T, 

W A R P E D  A N D 

M O T T L E D  F L E S H 

O F  S N O W D O N ”
Fifty shades of grey in Wales, page 66
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This is the new Orange trail bike, with 27.5in 

wheels, 120mm rear travel, Boost technology, 

progressive geometry and an inch less travel 

than the iconic Five… inevitably then, it’s called 

the Four. But while the Four might work in 

much the same way as the Five — with a single-

pivot suspension design and a big chunky alloy 

swingarm — there’s more going on beneath that 

Fizzy Orange paintjob.

For starters it’s light; not something we’ve 

been able to say about Orange bikes for a while 

now. The Four, in Factory spec and size medium 

here, weighs just 27.5lb says Orange, making it 

potentially lighter than the strong competition 

from Whyte’s T130. They’ve done this by using 

aluminium sheet that’s 2mm thinner than the old 

stuff. Indeed, they now make all their 

tubing in-house, rather than 

relying on forged seat tubes. 

The Halifax engineers have 

also machined away 

more from the CNC parts, like the dropouts, and 

less travel means a little less weight too.

There are changes beyond the diet, too. The 

main pivot has moved up and back to change the 

suspension characteristics — we’re promised a 

more supple feel, more grip, and more support in 

the mid-stroke so you 

don’t blow through 

the travel as 

easily. The 

pivot is 6mm 

wider than the Five’s too, to allow for a Boost 

back end and help make the swingarm stiffer. The 

Four Factory build here costs £4,600 and there 

are two cheaper builds and a frame-only option. 

The Four looks amazing, but perhaps just 

as excitingly we’re hoping the perennial mbr 

favourite, the Five, could also go on a diet too: 

the latest version of Orange’s Segment has 

had it, and saved 400g in the process, so a 

lightweight Five could be just around the corner.

S T A R T  Y O U R  R I D E  H E R E

Edited by Jamie Darlow

G E A R R I D E S G E T  S TA R T E DI N S P I R A T I O NFA S T  &  F I T

L E S S  I S  F O U R
Orange drops 

an inch from its 

iconic Five 

Altered pivot position 

means more chain 

devices will fit, now 

using ISCG05 tabs

Single-ring specific: 

there’s no front mech 

mount and no cable 

routing either

Frame is built for a 

130mm fork, and the 

Factory has a Fox 34 

Factory Kashima

Compact swingarm 

with 12x148mm Boost 

rear hub delivering 

120mm travel

SRAM X01 Carbon 

11spd drivetrain, and 

RockShox Reverb 

Stealth dropper post



When SRAM’s GX drivetrain was launched early last 

year it promised to bring single-ring 1x11 simplicity 

within the reach of entry-level bikes. It nearly did too, 

but with a complete drivetrain pricetag of £450, and the 

need for a dedicated freehub body, it was never going 

to completely democratise 1x11. 

SRAM’s latest NX groupset could be the answer, 

though, taking GX to the next level, albeit a lower one: 

£251 gets you a crank and chainring, rear mech, shifter, 

chain and cassette, with the crankset compatible with 

your BB30 or GXP bottom bracket and the cassette 

working with your regular freehub 

body (no need for expensive new 

wheels or mounting hardware). 

That makes it easily the cheapest 

1x system around and gives you 

almost exactly the same 11-42t 

range available on Shimano’s XT 

groupset… but for £120 less.

How has SRAM pulled this off 

then? First, the technology has 

been around for years now, 

meaning the R&D costs are long 

since covered and the technology 

can fi lter through to lower levels. 

NX is more than just trickle-down though: the 11-speed 

cassette is cheaper to make, as it doesn’t have quite the 

same spread as the top-of-the-range drivetrains, with 

no 10t sprocket on the cassette. This is unlikely to be 

a problem for most of us though, and twinned with an 

amazing eight chainring options — from 26t to 40t — 

you should be able to fi nd the right spread for you.

NX is also made from cheaper materials. There’s none 

of the carbon that you’ll fi nd higher up the pecking 

order, while the rear mech cage is steel, as are the pulley 

bearings. The cassette uses pinned steel sprockets and 

the crank arms are forged, but not 

hollow. Put it all together though, and 

you’ve got a drivetrain that weighs 

over 2kg — incredibly heavy for so 

few components.

So is NX worth having? We’ve 

not had a chance to ride it yet, but 

bringing the simplicity, range and 

chain security of single-ring drivetrains 

to a wider audience has to be a good 

thing. Rumour has it Shimano will 

bring out a 1x SLX groupset soon, but 

as it stands, NX will be the best option 

for those on a budget.

G E A R

16  mbr  APRIL 2016

G O  1 X  F O R  £ 2 5 0
SRAM’s new NX single-ring groupset is the easiest, cheapest way to slimline your drivetrain

D E T A I L S

Crank and chainring £92

Rear derailleur £58

Shifter £22

Chain £11

Cassette £68

Groupset total £251

Total weight 2,055g

SRAM GX groupset £451

Shimano XT groupset £372.95

No 10t sprocket 

means cassette 

will fi t a standard 

freehub body

Fully compatible 

with all SRAM 1x 

drivetrains

Rear mech has the 

same action as XX1 

— clutch and lockout

SRAM’s latest 1x set-up

is a bargain but comes

with a weight penalty
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O N 
T H E 
L E V E L

It’s not just drivetrains SRAM has been 

working on, there’s a whole new braking 

line-up called Level, replacing the old 

DB brakes and XO and XX models. The 

new Level is based on SRAM’s much-

admired Guide brakes, bringing the same 

pistons, seals, reservoir and bladder 

technology to a wider range and, crucially, 

lower price points.

With fi ve brakes in the offi ng, stretching 

from the top-end Ultimate at £249 per 

wheel, to the basic Level for £53, there 

should be something for most budgets. 

The level uses the same timing port 

closure mechanism as the Guide, which 

we know gives good feel and great 

modulation to your braking. At the caliper 

end, Level uses a steel Heat Shield to keep 

temperatures in check — again borrowed 

from the Guide brakes — and the Bleeding 

Edge bleed system also comes over. 

So what’s actually new? The lever 

design is more compact than the Guide, 

and SRAM says it’s lighter too. It has a 

straighter blade to generate more power 

and a smaller cam than the Guide’s. The 

caliper is also new, now a monoblock 

construction for heat management, 

consistency, control and feel, SRAM says. 

The Guide brake had to solve Elixir’s 

much-publicised reliability and bleed 

issues, so it’s great to see this problem-

solving technology extended across 

SRAM’s brakes.

Hot on the heels of the Guide, 

SRAM’s new budget stopper 

looks to be right on the money

Chainring options: 

26t, 28t, 30t, 32t, 

34t, 36t, 38t, 40t

Cheaper, lighter 

and simpler 

than the Guide

M O R E  R O O M 
T O  R O A M
SRAM goes large with its 

latest generation Roam 60

Made from carbon-fi bre, these 27.5in wheels 

now have a 30mm internal width, opening 

them up for 2.8in Plus tyres. And of course 

SRAM has developed them to be used with 

the wide Boost standard that allows for a 

better spoke angle and stiffer wheel. Which 

makes it all the more impressive that while 

the wheel width has gone up, the weight 

has stayed roughly the same from the old 

version, at 1,625g a pair. They’re for enduro 

or trail use, SRAM says, with a £1,520 price 

tag from fi sheroutdoor.co.uk.
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O R  M I N U S ?P L U S Should you convert your 29er to mid-fat tyres?

Plus bikes promise more grip and a 

smoother ride… and another hefty 

credit card bill. But what if there 

was a cheaper way to go Plus?

C H E C K  Y O U R  F R A M E
If you’ve got a 29er then converting 

to Plus is relatively easy, and 

although the latest Boost hub widths 

offer benefi ts, they’re not essential 

— we converted a Specialized 

Camber Evo 29er. Our test mule 

swallowed the 2.8in WTB Trailblazer 

tyres happily, and we’ve ridden it 

in the mud without any clogging 

problems. Just watch out for chain 

clearance if you’re running a front 

mech. Our standard 29er Pike fork 

also offered ample clearance. 

C H O O S E  A  W H E E L
The most affordable wheelset is 

Specialized’s Roval Traverse at £400, 

but with just 29mm internal width 

(40mm is common with Plus) they’re 

rather narrow. Syncros makes the 

TR1.5 Plus wheelset for £650, but the 

hubs are 110/148mm Boost, so won’t 

fi t many existing frames.

Which leaves building your own 

wheels, as we did. We used DT 

Swiss’s new XM551 rim, which has 

an ample 40mm internal width, and 

is one of the cheaper options too, 

at £90 a rim. These were built up on 

Hope hubs and fi tted with tubeless 

rim strips. The resulting wheels 

weighed 1,112g (r) and 1,004g (f). 

F I N D  A  T Y R E
Tyre options are more limited. For 

maximum clearance, we decided 

to run 2.8in tyres rather than 3.0in. 

Options include Schwalbe’s Nobby 

Nic and Rocket Ron, Maxxis’s Ikon 

and Recon, and the WTB Trailblazer. 

The WTB also happens to be a 

Plus size bargain at £39.99. It has 

a 70mm-wide carcass (2.75in) and 

a 60mm tread (2.36in), weighs 

900g and works well in fi rmer, drier 

conditions. Not so good when it’s 

wet or slippery…

P U T  I T  A L L  T O G E T H E R
While 27.5 Plus and 29in are close 

in diameter, they are not the same. 

Our 27.5 Plus wheels and tyres had 

a 20mm smaller outside diameter 

measurement (725mm) than the 29in 

wheels with 2.3in tyres we took off. 

Consequently, the bottom bracket 

height on our Camber dropped 

10mm, dipping just under 320mm. 

That may be too low for some. On the 

other hand, if you have a 29er with a 

lofty bottom bracket, converting to 

Plus may actually be a blessing. 

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T
If pedal strikes become a problem, 

try running shorter 170mm cranks. 

Or, if your bike has a BB30 bottom 

bracket, Wheels Manufacturing 

(wheelsmfg.com) sells an eccentric 

BB that can be used to raise or 

lower your BB by +/- 7mm without 

otherwise affecting the geometry. 

The bike may feel a bit bouncy 

with the new wheels and tyres; our 

Camber defi nitely has a livelier 

feel — we fi tted tubes for added 

sidewall protection and ran 15/16psi 

front and rear. Trails also seem 

smoother, impossible climbs are 

now achievable and rolling pace 

hasn’t taken a hit. Its nemesis, so 

far, is mud and slippery terrain. 

Got an old Specialized Enduro? Until now you’ve 

been locked into using the original shock the bike 

came with, thanks to Spesh’s proprietary mounting 

system. Well not any longer, thanks to a new 

venture called BikeYoke, that can open the door to 

the latest RockShox, Öhlins and Fox shocks.

BikeYoke’s shock extension allows the use 

of standard 12.7mm (1/2in) eyelet shocks in all 

Specialized Enduro frames from 2010 and newer 

— replacing the old Enduro clevis that only lets you 

use the shock the bike came with. Geometry and 

rear wheel travel are unchanged.

The price is €105.90 including shipping and tax. 

Bikeyoke.com

E N D U R O  E V E R L A S T I N G
New link opens up shock choice to Specialized Enduro riders

Tyre clearance is no

problem on our Camber

Neatly engineered

link is a great idea

mbr’s test mule proves 

the cost of Plus needn’t

be a negative
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H O T  S T U F F

M O S T 
W A N T E D

Sam Hill is the original flat pedal thunder, the DH 

racer who kick-started the whole resurgence in 

riding foot-out, flat-out, over 10 years ago now. 

As such, he became synonymous with Five Ten 

shoes, and the ground-breaking Stealth rubber 

sole that gripped where all others slipped. His 

original signature shoe was a Crocodile Dundee-

inspired affair with dubious looking snakeskin 

panels. Version two ditched the reptilian theme, 

but adopted a bit of a Thirties gangster vibe, 

thanks to a black exterior broken up by large 

white panels. Both shoes were big, heavy (at 

1,200g a pair) and in contrast to the Australian 

Outback, took months to dry out. 

The new Sam Hill 3 answers those criticisms, 

while holding true to the concept of the original 

Impact shoe. It’s still a big unit, with plenty of 

surface area to stick to your pedal of choice (Sam 

is probably hoping that choice is his signature 

line Nukeproof Horizon pedal), and deep rubber 

bumpers around the edge of the sole to protect 

against smacking cranks, stubbing stumps or 

striking cobras. The old perforated upper has 

gone, replaced by a new synthetic material that 

should deliver much faster drying times, and the 

tongue is no longer tied down by elastic straps 

on either side, but there’s a much deeper heel 

cup to keep your foot secure. Sadly the mark 

III doesn’t seem to have lost any weight in the 

redesign process, with its thick and hefty soul 

the main culprit. But if it manages to stay as dry 

as the Aussie sense of humour in a British winter, 

it’ll be a g’day. fiveten.com

F I V E  T E N  S A M  H I L L  3  S H O E S  £ 1 1 0

G E A R
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K N O C K E D  K N E E D
Dainese’s Armorform knee/shin pads are articulated 

for comfort, offer the same hardshell protection and 

softshell comfort as the original Oak Hard guards, 

but diamond vents in the outer improve air fl ow to 

keep you cool. £79.99, windwave.co.uk

C O M P O S I T E  C O N S O L E 
Carbon handlebars can be too stiff but Nukeproof 

has built extra compliance into its new Warhead 

carbon handlebar without compromising strength. 

At 260g for a 780mm width, it’s light too. Available 

in 12, 25 or 38mm rise. £99.99, nukeproof.com

P E E L  A N D  S E A L 
Made from natural latex, Orange Endurance Sealant 

contains secret additives to stop it congealing in the 

tyre but it will still plug a hole when needed. You 

also get a dipstick to poke down the valve stem to 

check on sealant height. £9.99, extrauk.co.uk

F L E E T  O F  F O O T
New to the UK, Exotic makes a range of 

components including these lightweight Mag-Ti 

fl ats. A titanium axle and concave magnesium 

body cut weight but don’t pile on the pounds. 

£86.99, discobrakes.com

R I N G  B L I N G
Kore’s Stronghold DM chainring direct mounts 

to SRAM crankarms, and has a patented tooth 

profi le to grip the chain. Comes in 26, 28, 30, 32, 

34 and 36t sizes, seven colours, and a 104BCD 

for Shimano. £39.99, decade-europe.com

B U Z Z K I L L
WTB’s High Tail saddle has a cut-away rear so 

offers more tyre clearance on long-travel bikes 

or big wheelers as the rear suspension bottoms 

out. The Ti-railed Team version is a svelte at 

200g too. £109.99, hotlines-uk.com

C R O W N E D  H E A D
The Kask Rex has a rounded profi le, and the rear 

extends right down for maximum protection. 

There’s also a clip for a goggle strap, an adjustable 

visor and an optional winter cap for cold weather 

riding. Two sizes, four colours. £150, kask.it

B L A Z I N G  S A D D L E S
Filming home movies in dark, grey woods? Then 

you need Knog’s new Qudos Action Light. It puts 

out 70-400 lumens and has three light modes 

to ensure your footage is as sharp as your riding. 

£89.99, todayscyclist.co.uk

U N D E R C O V E R  O P E R A T O R
It only has a basic remote but Thomson’s new Elite 

Covert dropper post has minimal play, a smooth 

reliable action and clean internal routing. It weighs 

515g, has 125mm drop and is available in 30.9 and 

31.6mm sizes. £349.99, i-ride.co.uk

S E E  O U R 

S A D D L E S 

G R O U P  T E S T 

O N  P 1 0 0



S T I C K S  P A S S ,  L A K E  D I S T R I C T
1 7 k m  ( 1 0  m i l e s )

It has its fans; and it has its detractors. But one 

thing is for sure, Sticks Pass is definitely not without 

excitement. Start in Glenridding (Landranger 90/

NY385169) and take the track W past the youth 

hostel. Stay with it and pass a junction with your 

inward leg before climbing onto the ridge on 

White Side, just 2km north of Helvellyn — the 

highest legal riding in England! Retrace your tracks 

back to where you joined the ridge and keep 

ahead to cross the rocky top of Raise. Continue N 

to Sticks Pass and turn R to enjoy (or not!) a rocky 

rollercoaster ride home. 

GPS download: po.st/SticksPass

L LY N  C O W LY D , 
S N O W D O N I A
2 8 k m  ( 1 7  m i l e s )

We’ve heard experienced 

riders say they hate the 

boggy section in the 

middle, and others who 

say a bit of suffering 

is good for the soul! 

We think it’s worth it 

for the final descent, 

which is among the best 

anywhere. From Capel 

Curig (Landranger 115/

SH720582) follow a good 

track N then NW to Gwern 

Gof Isaf. At Helyg head 

E then N then E to Llyn 

Cowlyd. Keep the lake to 

R and at the end take the 

road E to Trefiw. More 

road S to Llyn Crafnant 

then BW climb and 

descent S to Capel Curig. 

GPS download: po.st/

Cowlyd 

T H E  Q U I R A I N G ,  I S L E 
O F  S K Y E 
1 0 k m  ( 6  m i l e s )

We’ve heard it described 

as the best trail in Scotland 

— quite an accolade — 

but also as a short and 

mainly unrideable link 

between two roads. We 

love it… though this doesn’t 

mean we can clean it 

all. And it helps that the 

scenery’s pretty cool too. 

Start at a layby south of 

Flodigarry (Landranger 

23/NG469698) and head 

south to Brodaig, where 

you turn R. Climb to the 

top and turn R through the 

car park onto the Quiraing 

path. Follow this to a fork 

at 2.5km and keep R to 

drop to the road — that’s 

all folks! Turn R to finish. 

GPS download: po.st/

Quiraing

C H E D D A R  G O R G E , 
M E N D I P  H I L L S
1 0 k m  ( 6  m i l e s ) 

Everybody loves the 

cheese, but rumour has 

it some find the polished 

and often greasy limestone 

of the Cheddar Gorge 

path just a little too much. 

It’s certainly got the 

odd sketchy section, but 

generally it’s a corker — and 

the views are amazing. Start 

in Cheddar (Landranger 

181/ST461535) and head SE 

on lanes to Bradley Cross. 

Pick up the West Mendip 

Way and follow it SE to the 

top of the climb, where you 

follow a walled track NE 

to the road. Turn L to drop 

into the gorge, then L onto 

a steep BW climb. This then 

drops back into town. 

GPS download: po.st/

CheddarGorge

D O C T O R ’ S  G A T E , 
P E A K  D I S T R I C T
1 6 k m  ( 1 0  m i l e s )

With a stonking 4km of 

singletrack and a drop of 

300m, what’s not to like? 

Well, it seems Doctor’s Gate 

may be just a bit too techie 

for some. Perhaps some 

are put off by the tarmac 

clamber up the Snake Pass. 

Start at Glossop Railway 

Station (Landranger110/

SK035943), and take A57 

over the Snake Pass and 

down for 1km. Turn L onto 

a waymarked BW and keep 

SA at a X-roads with the 

Pennine Way for a technical 

descent of around 3km.  

A fast track then takes  

you into Old Glossop where 

a road takes you back to  

the station.  

GPS download: po.st/

DocGate

BOGGY

BOGGY

ROCKY

ROCKY

ROCKY

ROCKY ROCKY

SINGLE-
TRACK

BIG 
CLIMB

BIG 
CLIMB

BIG 
CLIMB

TECHY

TREES

R I D E S
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M A R M I T E  T R A I L S
Trails you’ll either love or hate... try them and see which way you swing
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R I D E S
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S U M M E R  O F  ’ 1 6
Good weather, dry trails and long days will soon be here again — make the most of them

Leave the trail centre

behind and get to grips

with wild Afan

T A K E  O N  A  C H A L L E N G E
Make 2016 a year of new bike adventures — 

yes, your local trails are undoubtedly great, but 

there’s nothing better than riding something new 

for the fi rst time. And there are two really excit-

ing new UK destinations this summer.

The fi rst new hot-spot is Afan. Not the trail 

centre stuff, but off-piste around the Afan Valley, 

on natural trails hard to fi nd unless you know 

where to look. Which brings us to Afan Valley 

Bike Shed, who will guide you round the secret 

trails, and uplift where possible to connect them 

together. It’s not cheap, at £480 for the day, so 

you need fi ve keen friends to make it reasonable.

We also like the look of The Ex. It’s a new 

enduro race down in Exmoor, a small and cosy 

affair with just 80 riders, but covering what we 

know to be some of the best natural trails this 

side of the Atlantic. There will be 4-6 timed 

gravity stages per day, covering 35-45km and 

2,000 metres climbing, although the organisers 

treat you to an uplift for the fi rst stage each day. 

For £250 you get camping, entertainment and a 

little wine (one bottle per table). Dates tbc, but 

it’ll be September 2016, the-ex.co.uk.

R I D E  A  F U T U R E  C L A S S I C
You’ve probably heard of, or ridden, classic 

routes like Cut Gate in the Peak District, or Nan 

Bield Pass in the Lakes. But what about Foel 

Fadian in Mid Wales or Wallowbarrow Crag 

in the Southern Fells? Probably not. These 

future classics have the same level of incredible 

singletrack as the old favourites, and take you 

high into the hills, but as yet they don’t see 

the same level of traffi c... which is a good thing! 

This summer, swap the usual big rides for a 

couple of alternative destinations, go to po.st/

FutureClassics for fi ve routes to get going on. 

G E T  L O S T,  G O  E X P L O R I N G
Getting lost isn’t such a bad thing — it can lead 

to new trails. Try scouting out a new area close to 

home, or just head a different way in the woods. 

Try riding at a different time of day too — head 

out at 6pm and you’re pretty much guaranteed 

to be the only rider there.

E M B R A C E  T H E  L I G H T  N I G H T S
Do you struggle to get out riding more than one day a week? If so, try heading out after work and 

putting in an hour’s ride. Sunset should be after 9pm by high summer, meaning you’ll be able to 

ride until 10pm with a little backup light — try the Exposure Jockstick, it’s tiny but good enough 

for full-on night riding, £139.95 from ultimatesportsengineering.com. To overcome apathy and 

the temptations of TV, have your gear all set and ready to go so you can just grab your bike and 

ride. You know you won’t regret it.





FA S T  &  F I T
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How to get more grip, control 

and power from your pedals

1
First up, your choice of fl at pedal is 

key; go for a model that’s thin, has 

a concave platform, is wide enough 

to accommodate your foot and provides 

options in terms of pin placement. 

Equally important is your choice of 

shoe — Five Tens have been around for 

a while now, but they’re still top of the 

pile when it comes to sheer grip.

2
Pin placement is down to 

personal preference, although 

we’d recommend at least one in 

each corner and think about omitting 

the centre pin at the front to save your 

shins. Some pedals, like the DMR Vault, 

give you the option of different types 

of pins, and the ability to reverse them 

for a different grip feel. Fewer pins can 

actually give you more grip, but you 

may fi nd you have to be that bit more 

accurate with where you place your foot 

each time.

F L AT  P E D A L  
M A S T E R C L A S S

3
Because your foot isn’t 

fi xed to the pedal you 

can move it around to 

aid balance and grip. When 

cornering or riding off-camber 

sections, you may fi nd it 

useful to pivot your foot in 

the direction of travel to help 

fi ne-tune your weight on the 

bike and maximise grip.
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B U I L D  C O R E  S T R E N G T H
Cycling physio Dr Graham Theobald explains why it’s so important

W H A T  I S  T H E  C O R E ? 
The core is a buzzword loved by the ‘lifestyle’ industry 

but is widely misinterpreted. Those of us with medical 

training tend to avoid ‘core’ and instead refer to 

lumbo-pelvic stability — catchy, eh? 

The so-called ‘core’ is where your lumbar spine meets, 

and interacts with, your pelvis. This involves the global 

stabilising (e.g. erector spinae) and mobilising (e.g. hip 

fl exors and glutes) muscles. It also involves joints, but 

from a training perspective, the stability of these is 

ensured by adequate activation of the relevant muscles.

 

W H Y  T H E  C O R E  M A T T E R S
On a mountain bike, when seated, your lower spine needs 

to be stable and in sync with the pelvis, not moving or 

twisting as that can risk causing injury. When climbing our 

global mobilisers (glutes/quads/hip fl exors) do the work 

of powering the pedals. But you need a stable lumbo-

pelvic region (core) so that power is transferred directly 

to the pedals and no energy is wasted. Worse though, 

movement or instability in this area may result in twisting 

stress, which can result in lower back and hip problems.

Lumbo-pelvic stability on a mountain bike is 

more important than on a road bike too, as off-road 

terrain places extra stresses on both the bike and 

body, demanding continual positional changes and 

adaptations, placing the spine under increased stress. 

H O W  T O  S T R E N G T H E N  Y O U R S
The plank is a good start, but it’s good to progress as 

quickly as possible to holding exercises that also involve 

moving the lower limbs. These exercises, such as the 

bird-dog and arabesque, are functionally more specifi c 

to mountain biking.

T H E  E X E R C I S E S
Do one to three sessions per week, and aim for two to three sets of each exercise, where a set is as many reps as 

you can manage without fatiguing and losing form or performance

PLANK Get into the press-up position, with 

your elbows bent and your weight through 

your forearms. You’re looking for a straight 

body with no sagging! Engage your core 

by sucking your belly button into your 

spine and slowly raise one leg and hold for 

30 seconds. Repeat with the other leg.

BIRD DOG Get on all fours with your 

hands under your shoulders and 

knees under your hips. You want 

your head, neck and back straight. Then raise 

your right arm and reach forward so it lines up 

with your body. At the same time, kick your left 

leg backwards until it’s in line too, and hold it 

for a second. Repeat with the other leg and arm. 

ARABESQUE Lie on your side and raise 

your body up so you’re resting on one 

elbow — you want a nice straight line in 

your body from head to feet. Put your 

other hand on your hip. Then lift your leg 

high into the air and hold for as long as 

you can. Repeat on the other side.

6
Getting loose on a bike is such 

a fun feeling; letting the back 

end drift and dangling a foot off 

always leaves you feeling like a hero. 

With fl at pedals you’ll have way more 

confi dence to push your cornering, and 

when things start getting rowdy, your 

feet are always free to dab and bring 

things back under control.

4
SPD-style pedals might appear 

to have one clear benefi t when it 

comes to riding rougher sections — 

they literally keep your foot attached to 

the pedal — but using the right technique 

you can keep your feet fi rmly planted 

on fl at pedals. All you need to do is drop 

your heels when riding a rough section, 

which also has the additional benefi t of 

improving braking traction.

5
When the trail gets really tricky, 

clipping in can be more of a 

hindrance than a help; if you are 

negotiating a steep chute, and have half 

your brain trying to work out whether to 

unclip or not, you’re asking for trouble! 

With fl at pedals it’s no problem to drop a 

leg or stamp a foot and not have to worry 

about trying to clip in again afterwards. 

F A S T  F O O D
Post-ride repair has never been so easy

What’s the best thing to eat after fi nishing a ride? Proper food is our 

preferred choice (a pint of milk, a can of tuna, a chicken breast or a 

tub of cottage cheese should do nicely) but if you’re stuck without 

any and need a quick recovery fi x, Science in Sport has just released 

a new fast food gel with a whopping 20g of whey protein.

“Whey is a great choice because it’s fast digesting and reaches 

muscles quickly,” explains sports dietician Laura Tilt. It builds muscle 

quicker than many other proteins too and 20g should be just about 

right for a 75kg rider. £23.99 for 12 from scienceinsport.com.
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P R E P  Y O U R 
B I K E  F O R 
E N D U R O
Joe Barnes shows us his enduro wrinkles

I N S P I R A T I O N

C U S T O M I S E  Y O U R  C O N T R O L S
A neatly hacksawed and buffed clamp under 

the right side of the bars catches our eye first. 

“That’s a prototype I made up myself 

recently,” Joe says. “You can’t fit a lockout 

remote under the handlebar on the right-hand 

side, where I want it, so I just made one.”

The remote you see is an old Reverb 

dropper post lever, adapted to take the 

RockShox lockout remote. “I chopped up an 

old Avid Elixr brake clamp to fit the lockout on 

the right, under the bar, so the Reverb dropper 

post can stay on the left,” Joe explains. “A bit 

of sandpaper stuck to the button means your 

finger doesn’t slip. It’s just a lot easier  

to reach.”

Even if you’re not as hacksaw happy as 

Joe, simply try flipping your Reverb remote 

onto the left and under your bars; that way it’s 

easier to reach, less vulnerable in a crash and 

unlikely to get scuffed if you turn your bike 

upside down.

G E T  A  G R I P
Joe’s running Ergon GA1 Evo grips, which Ergon 

has developed to follow the shape your hand 

makes as you wrap it around the bar. The new 

GA1 Evo is made from a softer rubber with more 

damping, Ergon says, to help with rough trails 

that have plenty of feedback. Try a range of grip 

manufacturers and different diameters — a big day 

in the saddle and you’ll be thankful for any help 

your grips can give you.

M E A S U R E  I T
Considering Joe’s laid-back approach to life, it 

was surprising to catch sight of a set of SRAM 

Quarq power-measuring cranks in place. 

“Every training ride I do is based on watts,” 

Joe says. “Power meters are great for training 

as they tell you how much effort you’re putting 

in, and thereby work out how to perform 

best.” (Check out po.st/PowerMeters.) 

But what if you’re not that into training 

and don’t want to splash out £600? It’s 

really useful to have some idea of how much 

effort you’re putting in on a timed stage or 

a transition, so you don’t blow up too early. 

The easiest way is with a heart rate monitor. 

Garmin, Cateye, Sigma and Polar all make 

good options.

H O W  T O . . .
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Kelly McGarry, who died earlier this month while 

riding in Queenstown, New Zealand, will be 

remembered for more than just his incredible riding. 

His 70ft backflip at RedBull Rampage in 2013 was 

remarkable and possibly one of the best tricks in 

the history of freeriding… but it’s not what friend 

and fellow YT rider Cam Zink will remember him 

best for.

“Kelly was an anomaly,” Cam told mbr. “Not 

just in his size, but in his character. Out of all the 

people on our tour of contests and events, there 

was nothing bad you could say about the guy. It’s 

mind-blowing, thinking about nearly every person 

we know, they at least have something weird to say 

about someone, and that is unfortunate. But Kelly 

never had a single bad word to say about anyone, 

and nobody had anything bad to say about him.”

Born in Nelson, New Zealand, in 1982, 33-year-old 

McGarry enjoyed riding BMX and motocross from a 

young age. However, his unusual height pushed him 

towards the world of mountain biking. He started 

his career as a racer and won a few national titles in 

New Zealand.

McGarry found himself gravitating more towards 

hucking cliffs and big jumps than speeding between 

the tapes, but as a sensible 20-year-old he focused 

on training to become a builder rather than chasing 

the mountain bike dream. 

The latest word about his accident suggests he 

suffered a heart attack. 

Cam’s last word though is how we should 

remember him: “Kelly made me want to be a better 

person, and he will continue to inspire the good and 

happiness of this world to come to fruition.”

K E L LY  M C G A R R Y: 
I N  M E M O R I A M
Mountain biking mourns the loss of Rampage star, and  

all-round nice guy, Kelly McGarry

P R A C T I C E
Practice makes you faster, and that 

practice has to happen in all weathers. 

Just look at Joe’s 8 Wild Terns film, 

po.st/8turns. One of the toughest 

things about enduro racing is you 

don’t have a choice about when you 

ride, so if it’s raining you’re going to 

get wet and the trails are going to get 

slippery. You need to be prepared, so 

ride when the weather is at its worst 

once in a while, to get familiar with 

that feeling of pedalling with sodden 

shoes so you can cope on race day. 

It’s not just wet conditions either, but 

anything that makes riding less than 

ideal — when it’s very hot, maybe.

Crowds flipped out 

over McGarry’s 

RedBull stunt

Joe Barnes: tweaker

of controls, measurer

of power

McGarry: talented rider,

treasured human being
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I N N O VAT I O N  S H I F T
How two German geeks are trying to kill the derailleur

You might have heard of Pinion 

recently; its gearboxes have been 

replacing derailleurs on various 

Nicolai models for years now. And in 

last month’s issue we tested the new 

Ion GPI, with its progressive Mojo 

Geometron geometry, Pinion gearbox 

and Gates belt drive.

But how did Pinion get started? 

Ten years ago Christoph Lerman and 

Michael Schmitz were enthusiastic 

mountain bikers working at Porsche. 

It was there that the two engineers 

decided they could make something 

better than the derailleur. For two 

years they sketched and planned 

using cheap student-priced software. 

They applied for development grants 

twice, and were turned down twice. 

Then they found a wealthy backer, 

formed a company and began to 

finalise their prototype. Of course, 

just after he gave them the dosh, 

they heard that their third grant 

application had been successful. 

At which point the backer decided 

to back out — his wealth suddenly 

needed elsewhere.

Turns out this was actually good 

news. It removed the pressure to go 

into production, and gave Michael 

and Christoph time to improve their 

mech-substitute. They discovered a 

huge flaw, which would’ve prevented 

series production, and fixed it. They 

visited a wise man, born four decades 

before mountain bikes had been 

invented, and explained their utterly 

brilliant idea. He said he’d find them a 

new backer. He did — himself. 

Two more years of development 

work passed. Prototypes were 

destroyed on the test rig they’d built 

themselves to save money. Suppliers 

took months to deliver spares, 

because Christoph and Michael 

languished at the bottom of their 

customer list. Progress stagnated.

Eventually their first product was 

ready to show at Eurobike. People 

liked it. Eighteen evenly spaced gears, 

totally shielded from mud, rocks and 

rain. Made to automotive standards, 

Michael and Christoph said it could 

go a year between services, unless 

you’re able to ride 10,000km. OK, 

it’s heavier than two derailleurs, and 

more expensive, but hey, the rear 

wheel is simplified because it doesn’t 

need a cassette. Which makes it ideal 

for enduro and DH.

Two more years passed. Michael 

and Christoph applied for patents, 

hired staff and started production.  

It began to appear on bikes, and riders 

started giving feedback. In the first 

year, 15 bike builders ordered it, which 

grew to 40 in the second and now the 

figure is up to 50. They’ve launched 

urban riding and touring models. They 

expect to sell tens of thousands.

So, next time an utterly brilliant 

thought comes to mind after a ride, 

consider what Christoph and Michael 

had to go through to make their 

Pinion transmission real.

WA T C H  
T H E  V I D E O
Watch our first ride 

video at po.st/Ion

You’d be forgiven for

mistaking this crank for

a motorcycle kick-start

Gripshift-style shifter

makes braking and 

shifting difficult

Complex engineering

promises durability

and rear-end simplicity
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First rides

 S
uch is the strength of Santa Cruz’s 

cult following that no sooner 

had the Tallboy LT 29er quietly 

dropped off the Californian brand’s 

website last summer, than devoted 

fans were speculating on its replacement. 

It didn’t take the mind of a genius to 

guess what form the replacement might 

take, though, and a cursory glance at the 

revisions that have trickled down from the 

Nomad, through the Bronson, to the 5010 

would give a strong indication of what to 

expect. But what no one knew, was whether 

the travel would get a boost, to pitch the 

bike against other aggressive 29ers such as 

the Specialized Enduro, and if the updated 

Tallboy would open its arms and embrace 

the new Plus size tyres.

As it turned out, the predictions were 

all correct, and the only real surprise when 

the new bike broke cover at the launch in 

Patagonia, was its name. No longer is this a 

long-travel version of the Tallboy, it’s a new 

model in its own right — the Hightower. 

The name itself is inspired by the 

nickname of Santa Cruz’s lanky demo 

manager, and longtime Tallboy LT fan, 

Eric Highlander, and refl ects the assertion 

that Santa Cruz started this project with a 

blank piece of paper, rather than a list of 

improvements it wanted to make to an 

old model. Case in point: mules were 

built and tested with up to 150mm travel, 

although, weirdly, the fi nal product has 

ended up with 135mm, exactly the same 

fi gure as the bike it supersedes, as this 

was deemed to be the sweet spot of 

packaging and handling. 

To call the Hightower a new bike would 

be doing it a disservice. It’s actually two 

NEED TO 
KNOW
O�Successor to the 

Tallboy LT 29er, 

claimed to ride 

like a big-wheel 

Bronson

O�Can be set up 

and ordered with 

either 29in or 27.5 

Plus wheels 

O�Gets revised 

geometry, 

suspension and 

trickle-down of 

updates introduced 

on Nomad and 

Bronson

SANTA CRUZ HIGHTOWER CC
The long-awaited replacement for the Tallboy LT 29er 
is fi nally here — and with a choice of two wheel sizes 

SWINGING A LEG OVER WHAT’S HOT THIS MONTH

N E W  B I K E S
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Playtime in Patagonia:

the Hightower remains

composed on the limit



new bikes, and perhaps the genius of its 

design lies in the fact that it can be run with 

either 29in wheels, or 27.5 Plus, without 

making compromises to either travel or 

geometry. The range is split, with virtually 

identical specs and price points, leaving 

you to choose your wheel size. And even 

then you’re not stuck with that decision: 

buy a set of wheels, fl ip the little chip on 

the shock link, and hey presto… 

The only frustrating detail is that the Plus 

bike uses a 150mm Pike fork, 10mm more 

than the 29er. Anyone planning on running 

both wheel sizes is advised to buy the Plus 

bike and then acquire some 29in wheels. 

Go about it the other way round and you’ll 

have to install a longer travel air spring 

in your fork, too, or put up with slightly 

compromised geometry. If Santa Cruz had 

simply specced both bikes with 150mm 

forks it would be much simpler. 

Santa Cruz says the Hightower rides 

like a big wheel Bronson. We take that to 

mean it’s a bike that is effi cient, yet hugely 

capable, and with a demonic character that 

incites disorderly conduct from anyone 

that climbs aboard. But we found the 

Hightower had a more muted response. 

It was impressively composed almost 

everywhere, and while it does have a wild 

side, it defi nitely took a lot more pressure 

before it began to shed its inhibitions. 

Danny Milner

S P O T L I G H T  O N . . .

Which Hightower is for you?
We had the opportunity to ride both versions of the 

Hightower on the launch, and came away with the view that 

there isn’t really an outright winner between the two set-ups. 

For mottled, lumpy, broken descents, and loose, rocky 

ascents the Plus bike forged ahead. Climbing traction was 

startling, far superior to the 29er, allowing a slow deliberate 

pace and a diesel engine power stroke, rather than staccato 

stabs at the cranks where traction allowed, and pinpoint 

accurate line choice. Equally, on rough descents it widened 

the bandwidth of grip, so you could take broad strokes 

through blind corners and play with the limits of traction. 

But the aggressively treaded Minion DHR II tyres on the 29er, 

with their angular shoulder knobs, felt amazing when you 

hooked up that edge in the loam and carved opposing turns 

like a World Cup slalom skier. Both have their unique merits, 

then, but for the ultimate versatility, we’d choose the Plus 

wheels and longer-travel fork, leaving the much easier task of 

fi nding a pair of aftermarket 29er wheels. 

HIGHS
Big performance gains over its 

predecessor. Boost front and rear means 

there’s no need to be monogamous with 

wheel size. Hugely desirable.  

LOWS
Still can’t get a clean cable routing 

if you run the rear brake on the left. 29er 

only gets 140mm-travel fork. 

1 S T  I M P R E S S I O N
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SPECIFICATION
Frame Carbon CC, 

135mm travel

Shock RockShox 

Monarch RT3 Debonair

Fork RockShox Pike 

RCT3 Solo Air, 

150mm travel

Wheels DT Swiss 350 

Boost hubs, Easton 

ARC 40 rims, Maxxis 

Ikon EXO/Recon EXO 

3C 27.5x2.8in tyres

Drivetrain Race Face 

Turbine crank, SRAM 

XO1 shifter and r-mech

Brakes SRAM Guide 

RSC, 180mm 

Components Santa 

Cruz carbon fl at bar 

780mm, Race Face 

Turbine Basic stem, 

RockShox Reverb 

Stealth post

Weight: 12.68kg 

(27.96lb)

Sizes M, L, XL

GEOMETRY
(27.5 Plus) CHECK

Size Ridden L

Rider height 5ft 10in

Head angle 66.8°

Seat angle 67.5°

BB height 330mm

Chainstay 435mm

Front centre 760mm

Wheelbase 1,195mm

Down tube 723mm

Top tube 623mm

Reach 448mm

There’s little to choose 

between the two but

we’d go for 27.5 Plus

135mm of plush rear 

travel hits the

handling sweet spot

Shock link chip allows

geometry to be altered

to suit wheel size

The fi nish and detail 

is as you’d expect from

the Californian brand 
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 I
t’s no coincidence that Pace’s Dalby 

Forest offi ce is at the centre of one 

of England’s busiest trail centres. 

Pace has history in this part of the 

world, and being right in the thick of it 

means owner and product designer Adrian 

Carter can prove a concept straight out of 

his front door. 

While the brand hasn’t gone away, with 

no new bikes and its fork business long sold 

off, it’s certainly been sleepy. That’s all set 

to change though with the introduction of 

the RC127. It marks a new direction for Pace 

and it’s the fi rst of several new designs that 

are on the drawing board.

Crafted from British Reynolds 853 tubing, 

the RC127 steel frame blends contemporary 

geometry with clean lines, and it is squarely 

focused at the type of no-nonsense trail 

riding and chunky terrain close to its 

northern HQ. 

There are three frame sizes to choose 

from, centred around the theme of long 

top tubes, low-ish BBs and 67° head angles 

optimised around 140mm-travel forks. 

A ‘Slideout’ tensioning dropout system 

enables single-speed conversion 

or geometry adjustment, and with ISCG 

tabs on the frame it’s easy to fi t a chain 

device. The addition of rack and mudguard 

eyelets means the RC127 can also handle 

a bit of adventuring with panniers too. 

The cabling is fully external along the 

underside of the down tube, making it more 

comfortable to shoulder the bike if your 

adventuring gets serious. 

Slinking along twisty singletrack, the 

smooth-rolling RC127 immediately feels 

dialled. Comfy, with less trail buzz than 

some alloy hardtails, it accelerates fast and 

laps up moorland bridleways and armoured 

trail centre tracks with aplomb, always 

keeping you engaged and involved.  

Sprinting hard or pinballing down 

rocky trails the front end feels sturdy, 

ensuring it steers with a real connection 

and responsiveness. The roomy geometry 

and low crank height encourages a bit of 

messing about too, the RC127 responding 

readily to a bit of body English, being very 

easy to manual and stable in the air.

If, like me, however, it’s steep, sketchy 

natural trails that make up the lion’s share 

of your riding, slacker bikes like the Orange 

Crush feel much more at home. Everywhere 

Lively steel frame delivers a sweet trail ride

else though, Pace’s zingy yet rugged 

steel frame with its sorted angles delivers 

a sweet trail ride that many harsher alloy 

frames struggle to match. 

Mick Kirkman

NEED TO 
KNOW
O�Reynolds 853 

steel-framed trail 

hardtail with 27.5in 

wheels 

O�Geometry 

corrected for forks 

up to 150mm travel

O�UK-friendly frame 

details include 

a threaded BB, 

external headset 

cups and full-length 

external cable 

routing

O�Frame supplied 

with DT Swiss RTS 

142x12mm rear axle 

SPECIFICATION
Frame Reynolds 

853 steel

Fork RockShox 

Pike Solo Air RCT3, 

140mm travel 

Wheels Mavic 

CrossRoc XL, 

Maxxis Shorty/HR II 

27.5x2.3in tyres

Drivetrain SRAM 

X1 chainset, SRAM 

X1 rear mech and 

shifters 

Brakes SRAM Guide 

R, 180mm/160mm

Components: 

Raceface Respond 

785mm bar/45mm 

stem, Race Face Ride 

post, Joystick Builder 

saddle

Sizes S, M, L  

Weight 12.5kg 

(27.6lb) 

GEOMETRY 
Size ridden M

Rider height 5ft 9in

Head angle 66.9°

Seat angle 74.1° 

BB height 314mm 

Chainstay 434mm  

(adjustable+13mm)

Front centre 720mm 

Wheelbase 1,154mm 

Down tube 700mm 

Top tube 610mm 

Reach 423mm 

HIGHS
Engaging, sweet handling trail bike 

that clocks up the miles without taking a 

toll on your body.

LOWS
The geometry is too steep to match 

the descending performance of slacker 

hardtails or those rocking Plus size tyres. 

1 S T  I M P R E S S I O N
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PACE RC127
£ 4 9 9. 0 0  ( f r a m e  o n l y )  /  2 7. 5 i n  /  p a c e c y c l e s . c o m

Dialled in: the RC127 is

responsive and sturdy

N E W  B I K E S
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 T
here’s no denying that the 

Boardman Pro FS has always been 

a well-specced bike. Even the 

less expensive Team FS version 

that we tested last summer came 

dressed to the nines in all of the best 

gear. Unfortunately, the handling of the 

Boardman has never quite matched the 

specifi cation, the rear suspension always 

feeling too soft and wallowy.

So for 2016, Boardman has gone back 

to the drawing board. The FS frame still 

delivers 130mm of travel, and shares a 

similar profi le to its predecessor, but by 

repositioning the shock and upper link the 

frame gets revised suspension geometry. 

This, combined with a custom-tuned 

RockShox Monarch RT shock, shifts the 

focus more towards performance with less 

emphasis on pure towpath comfort. Moving 

the whole linkage assembly rearward has 

also addressed our key criticism of the old 

design, namely that our knees would hit the 

link where it mounted to the top tube.

And Boardman hasn’t stopped there; 

the build kit has been brought bang up 

to date too. Gone is the 2x10 drivetrain, 

replaced by SRAM’s 1x11 GX kit and a 

single-ring FSA Comet chainset. The sleek 

alloy frame sports a removable front mech 

mount, but we doubt that it will ever see the 

light of day, as the SRAM 10-42t cassette 

provides an ample gear range for most UK 

riding. On the descents, the Pike fork really 

came into its own and it has completely 

transformed this bike.

All good improvements then, but the 

sizing is still limited and skewed too much 

NEED TO 
KNOW
O�27.5in full-sus 

trail bike with killer 

build kit

O�130mm rear travel 

with custom-tuned 

RockShox Monarch 

shock

O�Burly 140mm 

RockShox Pike gives 

a slacker head angle 

and boosts stiffness

O�SRAM GX 1x11 

drivetrain and Guide 

four-piston brakes

BOARDMAN PRO FS 27.5
Boardman has gone back to the drawing board to 
produce its best full-sus trail ripper to date

50mm stem means the

Pro FS is ready to

rip from the box

N E W  B I K E S
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towards smaller riders. At 5ft 11in I chose to 

ride the 19in, the biggest of the three sizes 

on offer. Sat in the saddle, spinning along 

aimlessly in the direction of the trailhead, 

the Pro FS felt relatively spacious, but that’s 

simply because the seat tube kinks back 

quite a lot, and combined with the massive 

amount of layback on the seatpost, you’re 

sat way behind the bottom bracket. 

No big deal, you may think, then, on the 

first steep climb, the extra weight on the 

rear causes the suspension to compress 

too readily. So the first adjustment I made 

after setting up the suspension was to slide 

the Prologo saddle all of the way forward 

on the post. Ideally, Boardman would fit 

an inline seatpost as standard, preferably 

a RockShox Reverb Stealth to take full 

advantage of the internal cable routing. 

With the saddle in the correct position 

the Boardman didn’t feel anything like as 

roomy. Yes, I could still ride it comfortably, 

but if you’re any taller than 5ft 11in, it’s 

simply going to be too short. Still if the shoe 

fits… this is a seriously competitive bike for 

the money.

Alan Muldoon

HIGHS
Lightweight capable trail bike.  

Top-notch build kit and great frame finish.

LOWS
Limited size range.

1 S T  I M P R E S S I O N
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This is a seriously 
competitive bike  
for the money

SPECIFICATION
Frame Triple-butted  

X9 aluminium,  

130mm travel

Shock RockShox 

Monarch RT 

Fork RockShox Pike RC 

Solo Air, 140mm travel

Wheels Formula hubs, 

Mavic XM319 rims, 

Continental Trail King 

27.5x2.2in tyres

Drivetrain FSA Comet 

32t chainset, SRAM GX 

r-mech and shifter

Brakes SRAM Guide R, 

180mm

Components 

Boardman 50mm stem, 

740mm bar, Prologo 

Nago Evo X15

Sizes S, M, L

Weight 13.2kg (29.1lb)

GEOMETRY
Size ridden L

Rider height 5ft 11in

Head angle 68.1°

Seat angle 69.9°

BB height 336mm

Chainstay 430mm

Front centre 725mm

Wheelbase 1,155mm

Down tube 698mm

Top tube 630mm

Reach 433mm

FSA single-ring set-up

is matched to a wide-

range 10-42t cassette

SRAM’s excellent

Guide R brakes are 

a welcome addition

Totally revamped for

2016, the Pro FS even

gets a trendy paintjob
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 I
t’s early days for 27.5 Plus bikes, but 

there’s defi nitely a trend among bike 

manufacturers to offer frames that can 

accept either 27.5 Plus or 29in wheels. 

The thinking being that the wheel and 

tyre combos are roughly the same diameter, 

so the geometry can work for both. Kinesis 

has taken a different approach; the new 

Phase is rocking the fatter 27.5 Plus tyres 

with an option to run regular 27.5in rubber. 

This seems an odd path to follow, simply 

because the two overall wheel diameters 

are quite different, and this will change the 

geometry and handling. 

To muddy the waters further, the Phase 

came fi tted with a 140mm-travel RockShox 

Yari fork, rather than the 120mm-travel 

fork it was designed around. This taller fork 

slackened the frame angles and lengthened 

the wheelbase, but it also jacked up the 

bottom bracket height, which at 340mm is 

simply too high for a hardtail. With regular 

2.3in tyres, the BB height would be more 

manageable, but it still sits 20mm above all 

of the 27.5in hardtails we tested last month.

Number crunching is all well and good, 

but what does the Phase ride like? This 

was my fi rst outing on 27.5 Plus and I was 

interested to see what all the fuss was 

about. I started out with 18psi in both 

tyres but the Phase felt a little skittish. 

I dropped the pressures to 15psi, which 

was better, but it was only when I got 

down to 12psi that the Phase suddenly 

started to come to life. Yes the tyres 

started to squirm in corners, but the extra 

cushioning and traction meant I could 

point the Phase down rooty singletrack 

An affordable 27.5in hardtail frame that’s also designed for big tyres

and just fl y. Dropping the pressure also 

transformed the bike in another way — the 

extra deformation in the tyres lowered the 

bottom bracket height, which improved 

cornering stability. 

At £399 for the frame only, the Phase 

is amazing value, and it has some nice 

features like the super thin-walled tubing, 

internal cable routing and a Boost rear end. 

It’s not bad with 27.5in wheels, but it needs 

a much lower BB if it’s going to reap the 

rewards of those 27.5 Plus tyres. Actually, 

the Phase would probably be perfect as it 

is with 3.0in 26in tyres. 26 Plus anyone? 

Paul Burwell

NEED TO 
KNOW
O�Aluminium 

hardtail, designed 

around 120mm 

travel fork, 

compatible 

with 27.5in and 

27.5 Plus wheels

O�Boost 148mm rear 

hub spacing 

O�Internal cable 

routing for dropper 

post, rear brake and 

rear derailleur 

O�Dedicated 1x 

drivetrain

SPECIFICATION
Frame Kinesium 

6000 series 

aluminium 

Fork RockShox Yari 

RC Solo Air fork, 

140mm travel

Wheels WTB Scraper 

rims, WTB Bridger 

and TrailBoss 

27.5x3.0in tyres

Drivetrain SRAM GX 

chainset, shifters 

and r-mech

Brakes TRP Slate, 

160mm

Components DMR 

handlebar, alloy stem 

and saddle, X-Fusion 

HiLo dropper post 

Sizes S, M, L

Weight 13.82kg 

(30.47lb)

GEOMETRY
Size ridden M

Rider height 5ft 10in

Head angle 66.1°

Seat angle 70.8°

BB height 340mm 

Chainstay 435mm

Front centre 745mm

Wheelbase 1,180mm

Down tube 685mm

Top tube 605mm

Reach 435mm

HIGHS
Excellent value for money, 

lightweight aluminium construction, 

Boost rear dropouts and simple, 

integrated headset.

LOWS
Sky-high bottom bracket height.

1 S T  I M P R E S S I O N
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KINESIS MAXLIGHT PHASE
£ 3 9 9. 9 9  ( f r a m e  o n l y )  /  2 7. 5  P l u s  /  k i n e s i s b i k e s . c o . u k

The Phase is built for 

27.5in or 27 Plus tyres

N E W  B I K E S
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 O
pportunities for 

Mrs T and I to ride 

together are few 

and far between 

these days. Which 

is a pity, because 

it’s a real treat 

spending a few hours with the 

true love of your life. If this 

means quality time with the 

wife too then bonus, he said, 

ducking for cover. 

Anyway. One such chance 

arose recently on the occasion 

of my birthday and, throwing 

caution and the childcare 

budget to the wind, we 

booked the kids into nursery, 

swapped baby seats for bikes 

and set out in the car. Back 

in the day this was what we 

did every weekend. Now it’s 

a real novelty, the fact it was 

a weekday only adding to the 

excitement as we drove across 

snow-dusted but sun-dappled 

moors. Yes, even the weather 

was on our side! Years ago I 

made a compilation of tunes 

from New World Disorder, The 

Collective and other classic 

bike fi lms to soundtrack riding 

roadtrips and, with Swollen 

Members throbbing, (check 

those tracklistings…) it was like 

the good old days. What could 

possibly go wrong! 

At the trailhead, usually I 

tear off like some overexcited 

terrier. But when riding with 

Mrs T I’ve learned it’s actually 

quite nice to let her go fi rst 

and get a sense of a shared 

experience. Besides, she 

typically takes much better 

lines than me and is far more 

sensible when approaching 

unknown obstacles. So when we reached 

the fi rst descent I did the gentlemanly 

thing and let her go fi rst. Only it wasn’t 

the gentlemanly thing. Because it meant 

she was the one to fi nd out exactly how 

slippery the wooden bridge over the big, 

evil-looking bog was. 

You know when you have a crash and 

everything goes in slow motion? That’s 

nothing compared with watching the 

same happen to someone you actually 

care about. The moment her tyres 

touched the wooden slats, the bike was 

whipped out from under her. I winced. 

That’s going to hurt when she hits the 

bridge… oh… she hasn’t, she’s… oh crap! 

With hindsight, falling off a bridge head-

fi rst into two feet of icy water and mud 

probably meant a softer landing. But the 

shock value of total immersion didn’t 

make it seem the easy option at the 

time and, having hauled her out by her 

Camelbak straps, we both stood there in 

stunned silence. 

When you’re out with the lads and 

someone crashes, the fi rst reaction is 

always to fall about laughing. Doesn’t 

matter if they’ve impaled themselves on 

a stick, got a bone sticking out of their 

fl esh, or are lying there unconscious. 

Point, laugh, bag a picture for the ‘Old 

Blokes’ sidebar. Then ask if they’re OK. 

I’ll tell you now, it doesn’t give you 

the same feeling when the fairer sex 

hits the deck. Mrs T doesn’t do crashing. 

But on further examination of the frosty 

woodwork she never stood a chance. 

And I just got this overriding sense it 

should have been me taking the hit. 

Well, it usually is. But it defi nitely should 

have been this time. 

So that was that. We trudged back to 

the car, changed into some dry clothes 

and went to the pub. Not an unpleasant 

way to see in a birthday, all told. But not 

quite what I’d hoped for. 

I just hope it’s not a whole year before 

we get another chance. 

On unpredictable terrain chivalry can backfire 

Dan Trent 

just wants 

to ride — but 

life keeps 

getting in 

the way

Illustration by Chris Watson

Ladies (head) fi rstREAL 
WORLD 
RIDING

C O L U M N
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 I
n that hallowed place on the west 

coast of Canada that is called 

Whistler (sharp intake of breath, 

reverent nod of head) there is a 

trail called ‘Cut Yer Bars’. You may 

have heard of it; you may be lucky 

enough even to have ridden it. It 

is fairly short and tree-lined and most 

defi nitely a big barrel of broad smiles, 

ending, as it does, with some nice steep 

roll-ins down a granite rock face. Or at 

least that’s how I remember it because 

trails change and it’s been a while.

But it’s the name that got me thinking. 

Without knowing the history of the trail, 

I do not know how exactly it got its 

moniker. Although it does seem pretty 

self-explanatory, one has to wonder 

what bar width anyone was running, 

back when it was built, to warrant 

picking up a hacksaw and lopping 

off extraneous material to allow safe 

passage. Or, if the trail has been widened 

in recent years to accommodate the 

scaffold poles currently in vogue. 

I have defi nitely come to the 

conclusion that super-wide bars are 

location-specifi c. Trail centres, exposed 

moorland, downhill race tracks; 

anywhere where the vegetation is well 

away from the edge of bench-cut trail, 

or non-existent. Deserts and slick rock, 

for instance, but hardly your typical 

UK terrain then. Narrow it down (arf) 

to where I ride, and I need to ditch 

the broadsword approach and go for 

something a bit more rapier-like. 

See-sawing between tight tree trunks is 

annoying, as are skinned knuckles. 

There are sections of singletrack that 

go full-tilt between split tree trunks. 

We all know that strange phenomenon 

where gaps seem to get narrower as we 

approach, even though there is room to 

spare. Why make it harder by running 

800mm bars? Or, worse still, re-routing 

the trail and killing the fun and the fl ow? 

Think I’m being a retro grouch? 

Think on amigos. I was an early adopter 

of the ‘wide’ bar and, indeed, the riser 

bar, when fi rst brought into the UK. 

Back then there was only one option — 

the Club Roost Go Fast bar — it was 

blue anodised (natch), and a massive 

640mm wide. I felt like a God among 

men. And when they produced a 

cross-brace for downhillers I could 

hardly contain myself. 

The XC scene at the time was strictly 

fl at bar and bar-ends if you wanted 

to look fast. A super-lightweight USE 

handlebar would tax the tape measure 

at an extreme 580mm, but you would 

lose 40mm of that if you opted for the 

bolt-on bar-ends. Your controls moved 

inboard to compensate, and lo and 

behold you had a crap-handling bike! 

Not many people fl ew in the face of this 

fashion, other than over the bars, and yet 

there are still people out there singing 

the praises of the narrow handlebar. 

Of course, all that nonsense had 

to change.

The Go Fast bar started it, but the 

real catalyst was Easton’s Monkeylite 

XC, with its 655mm of carbon radness. 

Even elite XC pros took to it, and soon 

sporting bar-ends was as taboo as 

admitting you liked to listen to Take 

That. The fl oodgates opened. Mountain 

bikes were sold with riser bars, and the 

fl at bar was stored in the loft waiting for 

29ers to appear on the scene. 

But let’s go back further, way back 

to the roots of mtb. A time when 

plaid-shirted, hirsute hippies threw 

themselves down fi re roads in northern 

California. Did they have wide bars 

then? You bet your bottom dollar. The 

so-called bull-moose bar had welded 

supports instead of a stem, and proudly 

boasted wingspans comparable to any 

fashionable modern enduro bike. As 

with everything in life, what goes around 

comes around. Which probably means 

there’s a new range of Spokey Dokeys 

just around the corner.

A man balked into a bar
Wide cockpits are nothing new 

BORN 
AGAIN 
RIDER
After years 
off the bike, 
veteran mtb 
snapper 
Geoff Waugh 
has caught 
the bug again

Illustration by Chris Watson
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CONTACT US:
mbr magazine, 

Leon House, 

Croydon, CR9 1HZ

mbr@timeinc.com

LAYING DOWN THE LYME 
I read with great interest your 

small article on Lyme disease in 

your latest issue.

Last autumn, I was diagnosed 

with it. I would not have known 

that I had caught it unless my 

wife had spotted the rash on my 

back. I had not had any other 

symptoms to warn me that I’d 

contracted a potentially very 

debilitating condition — no 

headaches, no fl u. Nothing.

I went to the doctor, who 

scratched his head, consulted 

with a colleague, and then 

prescribed me three weeks’ 

worth of antibiotics.

I guess that I was lucky that my 

wife spotted the rash before the 

damage was done, as being behind 

my shoulder, I could not see it, 

and the rash will go by itself, 

leaving the virus doing its stuff, 

causing, at worse, heart problems, 

meningitis, etc.

I guess that the socks are a 

good idea, but ticks live anywhere 

that they can get a meal, where 

livestock graze, paths where 

people or animals pass by. Having 

been bitten 

on the back of 

my shoulder, I 

guess the tick 

must have fallen from a branch. 

I’ve been cycling the South 

Downs for many years now, and 

ticks are a common occurrence.  

There was an article in the 

Sunday papers a few months 

back, saying that people are 

now being infected in the 

London Parks, so the disease 

must be spreading.

Charlie Curtis

ONE FOR THE KIDS
Keeping up the interest in mountain 

biking for kids in the 11-16 age bracket is 

easy — they’re enthusiastic, energetic and 

determined. Finding an affordable, out-of- 

the-box mountain bike to suit them is not 

so simple.

I read the review of the Trek Fuel EX JR 

in the March issue, knowing how big a gap 

there seems to be currently for bikes to suit 

teenage and young adult riders, but £1,400 

for something that will be outgrown is more 

than I’m able to stretch to.

However, the second-hand 26in market, 

combined with some of the bargains to be 

found with online retailers, can provide an 

amazing solution.

My own boy, a solid 12-year-old, is 

currently riding an online auction purchased 

2013 Boardman Team FS. This came with 

130mm RockShox forks, a RockShox shock 

and Avid Elixir brakes.    

This bike has served him on countless 

Ridgeway rides, Swinley, Leigh Woods and 

BikePark Wales, all with a massive grin on 

his face.

All in, this excellent ride will have cost 

less than £750, and will do far more than 

just tide him over until he can steal one of 

my bikes... and when he can, he’ll be able to 

ride it better than I do. 

Grant Cooper

VOODOO PEOPLE 1
I have just read your article on the Voodoo 

Bizango and it states that the medium (18in) 

has a top tube of 620mm. 

I bought this very bike back in November 

2015 and fi tted a Specialized Command 

Post BlackLite that has a setback from the 

centre of the post. 

With this setback mine still has a top tube 

measuring 600mm — can you explain the 

lost 20mm please? When I bought the bike 

I did try the large model and even that was 

around 610mm, as I took a tape measure. 

Vernon Jones  

Ed — For starters, top tube length doesn’t 

take into account any seatpost layback, 

so ignore that. Secondly, the new bike 
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WINS 
a Madison Zenith 

waterproof jacket

WORTH 
£99.99

Old school: a used 

26er makes the ideal

kids’ bike
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has a revised frame, with a 5mm longer 

top tube. But even that doesn’t account 

for the sizing discrepency. Going through 

the three different Voodoo Bizango bikes 

we’ve had to test over the years, each one 

has measured up differently. So some of 

the variation experienced may be down to 

simple tolerances.  

VOODOO PEOPLE 2
I was just curious if you are intending on 

reviewing the Voodoo Canzo, as I own this 

bike and I thought it was very capable for 

the price and people looking for a good, 

reliable hardtail should know about it.

Jack Gillespie

Ed — We have a £1,000 full-suspension 

bike test coming up in the summer issue 

and the Canzo’s stablemate — the Zobop — 

will be one of the bikes we plan to test. 

WHICH TYRE?
What front tyre would you recommend for 

someone who is worried about front wheel 

washouts? I like the look of the Specialized 

Slaughter with its very high edges in 

proportion to its low centre tread.

I have a Specialized Purgatory Control 

2bliss front tyre at the moment. It seems 

OK; however, there have been too many 

near-miss moments recently when I felt

that I could have done with a better 

tyre with larger shoulder knobs. I am 

not an aggressive rider and enjoy long-

distance trails.

I would ideally like a wide (2.4in) tyre to 

‘fl oat’ over mud. Wheel diameter is 26in and 

the rims are tubeless ready.

Lewis Anderson

Ed — The Slaughter is really meant as 

a rear tyre, not that that prevents you 

from using it on the front. But we’d be 

a little concerned about the lack of grip 

until you found the edge knobs. Instead, 

we’d recommend a fast-rolling knobbly 

— something like Specialized’s Butcher 

or Maxxis Minion DHF, to name but two 

options. We also used to have good 

experiences with the Maxxis Crossmark, 

although this doesn’t have a pronounced 

shoulder to it.  

HOPE IN HIS SOUL
Wondering if you can help. I’m trying to 

install my crankset with a Hope bottom 

bracket. It’s a Cotic Soul with an external 

BB, which measures 73mm. I’m using a 

SRAM GXP XO crank. I’ve put a spacer on 

the driveside as per your instructions and 

fi tted the adaptor on the non-driveside. 

The frame was faced by Cotic. When 

I tighten the non-driveside bolt to the 

recommended torque I can still feel play 

by moving the crank arms left and right, so 

away from the frame. Not sure what to do, 

hope you can help. Do you also fi nd this 

with this set-up?

Robert Vincent

Ed — It sounds like you haven’t bottomed 

out the crank on the axle. Try removing the 

crank, applying more grease to the axle, 

and re-tightening the bolt until it stops, 

even if this exceeds the recommended 

torque level.

Send your digital injury pictures to 

mbroldblokes@ipcmedia.com

Send your digital injury pictures to 

mbroldblokes@timeinc.com

In association with Broken Riders,

brokenriders.com

OLD BLOKES
WHO SHOULD KNOW BETTER

QUICK 
LINES

GOT THE 
HORN?
I use Endura 

MT500 overshoes, 

which are 

excellent at 

keeping my feet 

dry and warm. 

They are tight-

fi tting and I have 

found that using 

a shoehorn is 

a great help at 

easing them over 

the heel whilst 

putting them on 

and off. Saves all 

that trapping your 

fi ngers when you 

can’t see what 

you’re doing.

Michael Smith

WHO Toby Savage 

WHERE Greno Woods 

WHEN September 

2015 HOW Nose-dived 

a bomb hole, death grip 

to the very end!

WHO Nev Williams WHERE Black Mountain, 

South Wales WHEN February 2016 HOW 

Coming down a hill at 40mph, round corner, 

back wheel blowout, fl ew and bounced.

WHO Alistair Cowan WHERE Devils 

Punchbowl, Hindhead, Surrey WHEN 

February 2016 HOW Lost it on a rocky 

descent… front wheel slid, I bailed out. 

Landed, head slammed down.

WHO Paul Cooke WHERE Sherwood Pines, 

Nottinghamshire WHEN October 2015 

HOW Riding the Kitchener route on the rock 

dropper section, I decided to jump it. Flew 

into railway sleepers, broke my nose!

WINNER 
receives a Broken 

Riders t-shirt

WORTH 

£25!

Top tube length can

vary from year to year

and from bike to bike

Specialized Butcher:

cutting-edge grip 

and speed 
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 THE 

BIG 
QUESTION

Every day, mbr ’s forum is awash with 

advice, stories and gossip. Here’s what 

you’ve been talking about this month.

Have you got your kids  
into riding? If so, what’s 
your top tip?

Make sure that they have listened 

to you and understood what you 

have said. That would have stopped 

the youngest going OTB and never 

wanting to go out biking again...

Tone

Start small with a balance bike and 

never ever let them use stabilisers.

Northern Matt

Ride behind them. That way they 

can set the pace and you can see 

what they are doing right or wrong. 

Plus any fast riders catching up will 

hit you, not them. Remember, it’s all 

about the little ripper!

Steve_sordy

Pack a bag full of snacks — my kids 

on a bike ride make the tiger that 

came to tea look like a light eater.

Woodmonkey

No kids of my own, so I’ve taken 

to recruiting all my friends’ ones 

instead! The  plan is to end up with 

a load of mini trail rats following me 

around Pied Piper-style.

DaMilkyBarKid

Hiding the Xbox remotes, and 

bribery, usually works.

Neilio

Start with a short but interesting 

track nearby and a lot of patience.

TonyWony

I think having a proper coach is key. 

I have no patience really, but his 

coach has brought him on leaps and 

bounds. £2/£3 a week. Bargain!

ibbo

Encourage don’t push. He gets the 

last word on whether and where we 

go out. I just reserve the right to cut 

it short if he’s tired.

Fredmundo   

N E X T  M O N T H

WHAT ARE YOU MOST  
LOOKING FORWARD TO  
ABOUT SUMMER RIDING?
Join the debate at  

po.st/summerplans

01
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First descent of Crummies Bay in 

Donegal — six out of 12 riders ended 

up crashing! Photo by Brendan McAleer

Feasting on the berms on Terry’s 

Belly. Photo by Malcolm Melville

12-year-old Harry Key on top of Sutton 

Bank. Photo by Harry Key

Conquering the Skiddaw slate. 

Photo by Lee Davis

Pete Stewart’s 13 Incline Alpha 

overlooking Windermere. 

Photo by Pete Stewart

01

03

04

05

05

SEND US 
YOUR PICS!

To enter, send your inspiring 

photos — 3MB max fi le size — to 

mbrreaderphotos@timeinc.com, 

or enter on Instagram with the 

hashtag #mbrreaderphotos. 

Please include a caption so we know 

what we’re looking at!

02

YOUR 
PHOTOS

BIKE L VE
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TRAIL 
CENTRE 
F     CUS STORM
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Battling the elements and  
local politics, Lancashire’s 
unique quarry-based trail centre 
survives but needs your help

Words: Dan Trent Photos: Sim Mainey
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ABOUT THE  
SERIES

Trail centres were invented right here in the 

UK. No other country has such an extensive 

network of artfully crafted trails, from 

Glentress in the borders of Scotland down to 

Queen Elizabeth Country Park in the heart 

of the South Downs. And with no two trail 

centres alike, we’re making it our mission to 

bring you the best of man-made singletrack 

in the country. From the newest trails that 

flow like water to the old, rocky legacies of 

the 90s, every trail and trail centre has a story 

to tell. There’s a broad depth of quality to be 

enjoyed by everyone, whether you’re after a 

quick half-hour fix or an all-day ride.

TRAIL 
CENTRE 
F     CUS

Tough, gritty and rugged,

but threatened by the soft

hands of the bureaucrats

or those accustomed to 

the quaint villages and 

loamy trails of the South East and Home 

Counties, Lee Quarry, and the Lancashire 

towns that surround it, could come across 

as some manner of ‘grim up north’ theme 

park. Hell, on a dreary winter’s day even the 

valleys of South Wales can feel like a sunny 

Alpine resort in comparison. Soot-blackened 

towns cling to unforgiving 

topography, the physical 

remains of long-departed industry are 

everywhere and the bleak and windswept 

nature of the moors looming over them 

comes across as intimidating to those not 

familiar with the region’s hidden charms. 

But they are there, Lee Quarry among 

them. A unique twist on the established 

trail centre format, Lee and its linked 

neighbour Cragg Quarry, make full use of 

both the natural terrain and the legacy of 

the region’s industrial past. And they demonstrate 

in fine style the determination and grit of those 

who live, work and ride in the area. 

Storms have gathered though, both political 

and meteorological. Storms potent enough to 

apparently threaten the very existence of what is 

one of the UK’s more interesting and distinctive 

man-made riding venues. 

Late in 2015 came news that Lancashire County 

Council needed to make savings to the order of 

£262m on top of existing cuts in its funding. One of 

the departments under threat is the Countryside 

Service, which helped create Lee Quarry, and 

still manages it along with nearly 90 other parks, 

green spaces and recreation areas in the region. 

Barely had the news sunk in when Mother 
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Nature landed her own blow — the winter storms 

that battered the region and fl ooded nearby valleys 

washing away an entire section of trail at Lee 

Quarry, leaving the main access track clinging 

precariously to the hillside. With damage like this, 

and no money to fi x it, is the dream of creating one 

of the UK’s most diverse and interesting networks 

of natural and man-made trails over? And is there 

any point still coming? Absolutely there is. 

The terrain at Lee Quarry is unique among trail 

centres and, by its nature, demanded signifi cant 

investment of money and manpower to build. 

When you see how much rock was shifted and 

laid down to create the trails, and the intimidating 

physicality of the quarries that host them, you’ll 

quickly realise they’re going nowhere, no matter 

how hard they are battered by government cuts 

and extreme weather. Walkers, horse riders and 

two-wheelers — pedal and engine-powered — have 

commandeered these industrial relics to their own 

ends for years. And while the local council, now 

in charge of the land, recognises the huge value 

they provide in both serving local communities 

and attracting visitors to the area, the money has 

run out. After that initial leg-up, if we want Lee 

Quarry to survive in the current climate, it’s now 

up to us as users to keep it running. 

We’ll get back to that in a bit. First we need to 

turn some pedals. 

WORLD-CLASS POTENTIAL
It’s somehow fi tting that one of the local bodies at 

the heart of the Lee Quarry story literally backs 

onto the site, and serves as the starting point for the 

ride. Rossendale Borough Council’s car park is an 

obvious base camp for weekend visitors. Plans to 

transform the industrial land behind into a shop, 

cafe and riding centre, run by local heroes Ride-

On, is mired in disputes over whether the land has 

been properly decontaminated for development. 

Ride-On’s boss, Craig Robertson — an established 

face from the Morzine riding scene back in the 

day — sees continued potential in developing the 

site into a world-class facility and hub for the local 

trails. The plans are impressive, the support is 

there, and you have to hope the red tape can be 

dealt with. Because the riding is brilliant. 

THE INTIMIDATING 
PHYSICALITY OF THE 
QUARRIES MAKES 
YOU REALISE THEY’RE 
GOING NOWHERE

Who needs the 

Grand Canyon when

Lancashire has all this?
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The sharp pull up the hill to the quarry entrance 

doesn’t offer much in the way of a warm-up. But 

that’s typical of the area, and by the time you reach 

the gate and pause to take in the scale of the recent 

landslip, the blood will be pumping hard. 

Into the quarry itself, and loose rock and shale 

gives way to the red trail proper and the first of 

the sections created when the site was developed 

in 2008. Anyone familiar with Coed y Brenin will 

recognise the work of Dafydd Davis, the jumble of 

slabbed, stepped rocks creating a fierce, technical 

climb demanding a balance of power, control and 

determination to clear without a dab. At this point 

you’re still skirting the edges of the quarry, the 

tussocky moor to your left a classically windswept 

Pennine landscape. Cresting a rise you get your 

first picture of the quarry itself, and at this point 

you’ll probably want to pause, both for breath and 

a chance to appreciate its scale and complexity.  

The huge chunks hacked out of the landscape 

have left menacing cliff faces surrounding multi-

levelled amphitheatres, traces of old tramways 

and ruined mine buildings offering a sense of 

order among what must have been a pretty brutal 

operation in its heyday. The red trail that more or 

less circles the outer circumference of the quarry 

offers a taste of what’s on offer, the ‘official’ route 

the most distinct of the many tracks and paths that 

criss-cross the site. 

Here the familiar, yet very different, trademark 

of another Welsh trailbuilding legend begins 

to appear. Rowan Sorrell’s flowing style was 

transferred to soil in the second wave of Lee’s 

development and snakes among the piles of 

discarded scree and rock. The scope of the terrain 

means berms meld into something closer to wall 

rides, the higher up them you dare to ride, and 

offer the scope to take the direct low line or carve  

a more dramatic path according to taste, bottle  

and momentum. 

Having made the haul up from the valley floor, 

the actual height gains and losses are relatively 

small within the quarry itself. But the scenery is 

so dramatic you never feel short-changed, a lap 

of the red trail at least giving you a sense of your 

bearings and a view of some of the other delights 

within the centre of the old quarry. Pump tracks, 

trials sections, short and brutal lung-busting 

Disorienting roller-

coaster turns are even

more fun with a frost

Flow motion: Sorrell’s 

trails reward smooth,

confident riders
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climbs and descents, that meld traditional flowy 

singletrack with lower speed and more technical 

rock sections, offer a constant flow of mental and 

physical stimulation. 

Chairman of the Pennine Mountain 

Bike Association, Andy McNae, is a former 

mountaineer, and likens it to a climbing wall, 

rather than a regular trail centre. In his view there 

are a multitude of short and technical ‘problems’ 

to be tackled in quick succession, and, as in 

climbing, there is a very clear sense of exposure 

to help focus your attention — the black-graded 

diversion off the red in particular is less about 

speed than a technical challenge with very obvious 

consequences if you don’t hold your nerve. A 

brutal ‘qualifier’ at the start of this section is 

intended to weed out those who’ll struggle when 

the commitment levels rise. As Andy says, “The 

stuff that’s hard and nasty looks hard and nasty!” 

It’s not all high-stakes, low-speed rock hopping 

though; a trio of short runs in the skills area — 

two red-graded and one black — offer a chance 

to build your confidence on berms and various 

levels of rock steps and can be readily sessioned 

in the climbing wall model Andy alludes to. For 

your first visit, a circumnavigation of the red trail, 

before a second lap taking in some of the skills 

areas and black sections, is more than enough to 

keep you entertained. But there’s more where this 

came from. 

After a brutal little climb on the southern edge 

of the red trail you’ll see tyre tracks heading off 

across the moor. Follow these and you’ll soon  

join a well-metalled trail grinding up to the 

horizon, the tips of wind turbines over the ridge 

visible as you climb. At a T-junction you join a 

section of the Pennine Bridleway and the transfer 

section to Cragg Quarry. Cragg was the second 

to be developed locally and boasted enough 

additional distance to transform a playground into 

a proper ride. 

QUARRY IN THE CROSSHAIRS
The terrain is less precipitous than that found in 

Lee, and Sorrell’s trail twists sinuously through 

the spoil heaps, encouraging you to carry speed 

on short downhill bursts, just two or three berms 

long, into the next rise. The twists and turns 

are disorienting, and after a while a sense of 

Groundhog Day sets in, until suddenly you find 

yourself in a new and unfamiliar setting, be it wall 

riding between the ruins of an old winding house 

or following the bed of a long forgotten tramway. 

It’s quite unlike any other trail centre you’ll have 

ever visited, this intimate relationship with the 

industry that once dominated these hills offering a 

real sense of connection with the local history. 

Having completed your lap of Cragg, the up and 

over back to Lee makes sense of the embedded 

rocks you’ll have weaved around on the climb out. 

On the return leg these become little launches, 

popping you into the air and enlivening the 

windswept blast back to the relative shelter of  

Lee’s galleries and clefts. 

The final rock garden section clings to the 

quarry on your right, Bacup below you to your left 

and reminding you quite how closely town and 

country rub shoulders in these parts. At the end 

you can take a run of tabletops down or turn back 

on yourself, re-enter the quarry and go and play 

on the pump tracks and skills sections within. 

While it may lack the traditional trail centre model 

of steady climbs and prolonged descents, Lee 

rewards through its technical demands and the 

all-weather nature of its rocky surface. 

But having appreciated the heavy lifting 

achieved by the council-funded first phase 

of Lee’s redevelopment what does the newly 

cash-strapped future hold? Chatting with 

McNae and fellow PMBA member and local 

guide and instructor Adrian Watts it’s clear the 

sites now need the support of those who use 

them to survive. Andy admits the nature of the 

terrain brings with it significant liability issues 

the more traditional band of shovel-wielding 

volunteers could never shoulder alone. Likewise 

maintenance and any future development 

demands more than mattocks and manpower 

— it needs people who can lobby councils and 

funding bodies for outside support. By presenting 

a coordinated voice for riders, groups like PMBA 

make the job of allies within local government 

— like Lancashire County Council’s Tony Lund 

— that much easier. A prime mover in getting the 

project off the ground in the first place, he knows 

better than most what’s needed.

Without council funding, is the site doomed 

though? Lund thinks not. Indeed, he sees an 

opportunity for riders to take control of the trails 

and use the foundations as building blocks for 

more. Riders need to be ready to put in what they 

take out though, be that through joining and 

supporting groups like PMBA, attending events 

like the Big Day Out, and generally making noise 

about why a unique attraction like Lee Quarry 

can be a huge asset to the area. Practical steps, 

Lund recommends, could include boring but 

necessary stuff like clearing up the bottles, tubes 

and gel sachets left behind by less considerate 

riders. “If everyone who visited took away 

five pieces of rubbish, you’d be left with a very 

different looking venue,” he says meaningfully, 

pointing out that if you were able to take 

something into the quarry you should be willing 

to take it home with you too. 

If Lee and Cragg Quarries are to have a future, 

then it is up to us as riders to respect them, to shout 

about why they matter to us and to get involved 

with those groups forging partnerships with 

the authorities who own, and ultimately control, 

the land. When it comes to choosing whether to 

spend what little money remains on schools and 

nursing homes, or ‘luxuries’ like mountain bike 

trail centres, it’s clear where those funds will go. 

For venues like this to thrive, and indeed survive, 

it takes more effort than just spinning the cranks. 

That initial burst has shown the earth can literally 

be moved on our behalf. Now it’s up to us to keep 

the momentum going.  

IT ’S TECHNICAL 
WITH VERY OBVIOUS 
CONSEQUENCES IF 
YOU DON’T HOLD 
YOUR NERVE

Concentration is key

with precious little 

room for error in places 

Caught between a 

rock and a quarry face

Unable to read the 

bottom line, they 

continued unperturbed



LEE & CRAGG 
QUARRIES
THE TRAILS
■ RED 6km, 25min

■ BLACK 7km, 30min

■ Cragg Quarry loop 

+13km

SLEEPING AND EATING
Todmorden and Hebden Bridge are close, 

meaning lots of accommodation options 

to suit all budgets. For food, there’s often 

a burger van in the car park; for something 

more wholesome and a roof over your head, 

the Sand Witch cafe over the road does a 

rather splendid line in all-day breakfasts  

and is open 7am-5pm Monday-Saturday and 

8am-3pm on Sundays. 

FIXING YOUR BIKE
Ride-On is the closest bike shop and one 

closely linked with the trails — see rideon.

co.uk or call 01706 831101. To the east are 

Cycle Factory (facebook.com/cyclefactoryuk) 

in Todmorden and the reborn Blazing Saddles 

(blazingsaddles.co.uk 01422 844435) in 

Hebden Bridge, all of them recovering, to a 

greater or lesser extent, from the devastating 

floods, and well deserving of support.

 

WHAT TO RIDE
Some suspension is probably welcome over 

the slab sections. There are pump tracks and 

trials sections too, so whatever your riding 

style or bike there’ll be something for you, 

but for taking in the whole facility, an all-

round trail bike with chunky tyres and a bit 

of extra pressure for the rocks is ideal. Given 

the unforgiving nature of the ground, some 

degree of protective clothing isn’t a bad idea. 

BEST OF THE REST
The original vision to incorporate Lee and 

Cragg Quarry into a network of interlinked 

venues has since been watered down but 

there remains a huge amount of natural 

riding in the area, showcased by the 47-mile 

Mary Towneley Loop section of the Pennine 

Bridleway project. Designed for walkers, 

horse riders and mountain bikers, it shows off 

the rugged South Pennine terrain and offers 

a fearsome challenge for the mile munchers. 

nationaltrail.co.uk/pennine-bridleway/leaflets 

GET INVOLVED!
pmba.org.uk

PICK OF 

THE BUNCH

If you’re after a proper 

ride, start on the red trail 

around the perimeter of 

Lee Quarry, divert over to 

Cragg, and then rejoin 

the finish of the  

Lee loop. 
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The Countryside Service

needs your help!

Technical sections are 

interspersed with fun,

flowy singletrack
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Britain’s quaint, verdant landscape may be much celebrated, but as 
mountain bikers, the reality is more monochrome, if no less vibrant

Words & photos: Sim Mainey
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’ve got a theory. It’s nothing that 

will shake the pillars of science, or 

rattle modern day thinking, but it 

has been affecting the way I see the 

world recently. My theory is that 

the UK is a grey country. From the 

rock beneath us to the sky above we 

are a nation of tonality rather than 

outright colour. This may sound 

like a bit of an insult, an affront to 

our vibrant rainbow nation, but it 

shouldn’t be. Grey is great.

While we often think of this being 

a green and pleasant land, the truth 

is that the green is just a veneer, like 

the baize on a snooker table hiding 

the grey mass beneath. Grey gives 

contrast to everything else. It’s the 

perfect backdrop, to the point that 

it is almost invisible. It surrounds 

us, and, for the most part, we’re 

oblivious to it. That’s the thing when 

something is so pervasive; you 

eventually become blind to it.

We seem in denial of our greyness. From the 

White Cliffs to the Black Isle we want extremes, 

yet the UK is a moderate country — never really at 

one end of the spectrum or the other. Somewhere 

in-between. Middle of the road. This shouldn’t be 

taken for indifference, although this is a quality the 

UK seems to be very good at projecting.

To help me prove my theory, I fi gured a trip 

was needed to what I consider the epicentre of 

grey — Snowdon, or Yr Wyddfa in its native Welsh. 

Now, you might be thinking, “Ah, Sim, but right 

there you’ve chosen a mountain named after the 

defi nitively white stuff that falls onto it”. Fair point. 

However, Snowdon is merely the white horse in 

a sea of grey, the snow at the top of the spindrift. 

Snowdonia is slate country, the greyest of rocks. 

Over generations of mining, the insides of north 

Wales’ mountains have been scooped out and set 

out on display — piles of grey lie everywhere. It’s 

like being in the autopsy of a landscape.

AIMING FOR THE TOP 
I’ve never managed to get to the top of Snowdon. 

Weather in various forms has repelled me; snow, 

rain and wind have all had their part to play in 

keeping me from the summit.

With a forecast of heavy rain and gusts of 

70mph, I was dubious about reaching the highest 

point this time round too, but, being an optimist, I 

scrawled the trip into my diary and committed to 

the day and the mountain.

Initially eager riding partners drop out 

for various reasons. Various, yet somehow 

all weather-related. Which means that, come 

Saturday morning, it’s just myself and my mate 

Ben who are sat in a van in the unsurprisingly 

empty car park at Rhyd-Ddu station. Despite 

Snowdon being one of the most well-trodden 

mountains in the country, the weather has 

guaranteed we’ll have little company today. We 

watch the rain sweep along the valley as cloud 

slowly makes its way down the fl anks of Yr 

Wyddfa — prudishly hiding itself behind a thick 

light grey veil.
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Kite a bike: wind-

assisted climbing’s

an uplifting experience



While the traditional Snowdon route involves 

starting in the town of Llanberis and heading up 

the eponymous Llanberis Path, then taking your 

pick from either the infamous Ranger Path, or 

the Rhyd-Ddu Path for the way back down, we’re 

being pragmatic. With the chances of actually 

getting to the top on the low side, we make the call 

to push up what we want to ride down.

Grey is often used to describe something 

dull, characterless, devoid of personality. The 

Rhyd-Ddu path is none of those things. Generally 

regarded as the most sporting descent off 

Snowdon, aside from a few well placed slabs of 

slate, the Rhyd-Ddu Path feels gloriously untamed 

and raw — a scabby rocky scratch down the side 

of the mountain. Being the most technical descent, 

and consequently the most technical ascent, it’s 

actually an effi cient way of gaining height. Much 

more so, in my opinion, than the dull drag that is 

the Llanberis Path. We ride up the fi rst section 

of trail, giddy with the excitement of riding and 

anticipation of what adventure may lie ahead. 

We overtake walkers, who, as is traditional, call us 

crazy. We laugh heartily. Bravado and idiocy will 

get you a long way — about 630 metres above sea 

level as it turns out.

It comes as no surprise but the whole of the 

mountain is covered in water. The rocks appear 

lacquered, grass comes away easily under foot. 

Water runs off small ledges and steps only to be 

blown back on itself. The trail is a stream, and it’s 

not long before our feet are squelching around 

inside Five Tens, bikes now being pushed rather 

than pedalled. Ben and I walk together but alone, 

each of us in our own little world, isolated by the 

wind and the rain that beats down on the hoods of 

our jackets in what we dub ‘grey noise’. Head down, 

my vision is fi lled with the bare fl esh of Snowdon. 

It is split, warped and mottled grey. We’ve come 

looking for the mid-point between black and white, 

and here, in Wales, we’ve found it.
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Rock star: Sim

weaves around

the slippery slabs

Fade to grey: low cloud

blocks out the sun

Up close, slate reveals 

its true colours



THE MOUNTAIN 

PRUDISHLY HIDES 
ITSELF  BEHIND A  
VEIL  OF  CLOUD 

AS  RAIN  SWEEPS 

ALONG  THE  VALLEY 
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Grey very rarely exists on its own. Look closely 

and the slate is really more purple and blue 

than pure grey. Often there is an orange, brown 

and blue tinge to its edges. Silhouettes of hills 

and forests are blue, green and brown. Grey is 

incorporated into all of them but grey is a sweeping 

statement. The world is more nuanced than black 

and white and, it seems, grey.

EXTREME CONDITIONS
Things have taken a turn for the steeper. Bikes on 

our backs we push on, determined to get as high 

as we can before admitting defeat. The wind grabs 

at our bikes, turning them into kites that wrench 

at our shoulders and upset our balance. Grey is a 

serious colour and this is becoming a serious ride. 

Being on a mountain in these conditions means 

no messing about, a mistake here today has the 

potential to be serious. At the same time this is an 

utterly, stupidly, brilliant ride. We both know it’s 

doomed to fail and we’re both quite happy with 

this. So we carry on. “Bit further?” “Yeah, might 

as well, eh?”

We tuck down behind a wall alongside 

Snowdon’s woolly grey inhabitants and consider 

our options. There is only one — to turn around 

and get back to the van. Another failed ascent. 

Grey is often taken to be neutral, safe. Today it 

seems quite the opposite. The terrain and weather 

provide no let-up, no out, no easy option. Today 

grey is extreme. The wind and rain rasp the wall. 

After a few minutes of putting off the inevitable, 

we leave our ruminant friends and start back 

down the trail into a headwind.

Now that we’re riding our bikes, rather than 

carrying them, our heads are looking up rather 

than down and the grey of the path has become 

THIS IS A STUPID, 
BRILLIANT RIDE BUT 
THE CONDITIONS MEAN 
THAT ANY MISTAKE 
COULD BE SERIOUS
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Rocky humps make 

for a great skills test

Dropping down through 

mottled mountain slopes
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silver, the water fl owing over the rock refl ecting 

the cloud. Grey can be a point of view; tilt your 

head or change your position and it becomes 

something far less plain. Ben races ahead, 

water fl ying up from his back wheel. From my 

perspective it looks like the rock has become 

liquid. Despite this romantic vision, the fact of the 

matter is we’re soaked through and frozen. Well, 

I am; Ben says he’s OK. I look enviously at his 

insulated jacket and make a mental note to order 

one when I get home.

We roll down the last part of the trail, loose 

slate making its signature click-clacking noise as it 

pings off our shins and down tubes. At speed the 

subtlety of the slate’s colour disappears, becoming 

averaged out to a streak of grey.

With fi ngers numb and toes frozen, we sit in 

the van eating pork pies with the air conditioning 

on full. We’ve both had enough grey, especially in 

liquid form, for one day. 

I’m still working on my theory, but I still 

think this is a land of grey. There’s more to grey 

than monotony, it’s a complex colour refl ecting 

our complex country. We might have had a grey 

day, but like the Snowdonian slate, it was tinged 

with colour and interest. That said, next time I 

visit I really wouldn’t mind if it was a touch 

less grey.

WHEN TO RIDE IT
A voluntary agreement is in place for 

riding Snowdon. To reduce confl ict 

with other trail user groups, it’s 

been agreed that between 10am 

and 5pm from May 1 to September 

30 Snowdon is a no-ride zone. With 

the amount of walkers on this most 

popular of mountains, the agreement 

makes a lot of sense. Please do stick 

to this; future access for mountain 

bikers depends on it.

ROUTE
For the full Snowdon experience, 

start at Llanberis and head up the 

Llanberis Path. From the summit, 

choose from either the fast and fun 

Ranger Path and Telegraph Valley, or 

the uber-technical Rhyd-Ddu Path. 

Both will get the senses fi zzing. All 

the paths are easy to navigate, but 

pack an OS OL17 and a compass in 

case visibility is limited or you need a 

bit of extra guidance.

FACILITIES
For a mountain, Snowdon is uniquely 

well endowed with facilities. The 

summit boasts a visitor centre with 

a cafe and toilets, although chances 

are it’ll be closed when you visit.

The nearest bike shop is 

Framed Bicycle Co. in Llanberis, 

theframedbicycleco.com

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
If heading up Snowdon is 

looking a little dicey, you might 

be better off heading for the 

all-weather Penmachno trail, 

penmachnobiketrails.org.uk

FURTHER INFO
Your ascent of Snowdon will be 

governed by the weather. Come 

prepared for all eventualities and 

be prepared to be turned back by 

wind, rain and snow. For the most 

up-to-date weather forecasts 

and condition reports check out 

@snowdonweather on Twitter or the 

Met Offi ce — metoffi ce.gov.uk

Pack food, warm clothes and a 

medi pack. There’s no shame in not 

making it to the top, it just means 

you can enjoy an all-day breakfast 

and huge cup of coffee at Pete’s 

Eats in Llanberis a bit sooner, 

petes-eats.co.uk

SNOWDON FACTFILE

WE SIT IN THE VAN, 
TOES AND FINGERS 

FROZEN. WE HAVE 
BOTH HAD ENOUGH

F E A T U R E
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Point-to-point: a

steeplechase on

two wheels
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B L U R R E D 
L I N E S

D
S

BB L U R R E D
LL I N E S

BB L U R R E DBB L U R R E D
LL I N E SLL I N E S

The new Trans-Cascadia enduro 
blazes a white-knuckle trail 
through the American North-West… 
time to sign on the waiting list

Words and photos: Roo Fowler
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ould you 

travel 

thousands of 

miles to ride 

an event that’s 

never been run 

before? I’m not a 

big risk taker, but 

this is exactly what 

I’ve done, following 

my nose across the 

Atlantic to a random car 

park in a two-bit logging 

town somewhere in Oregon, where I’m now 

trying to work out what kit I can live without for 

fi ve days’ riding and photography in completely 

unknown terrain. I had plenty of doubts before 

booking my fl ights, but one glance at the area’s 

geography was enough to convince me it was 

worth the risk. 

Take a look at the west coast of North America; 

in the south you have California, birthplace of 

the mountain bike industry, and no stranger to 

amazing riding. Further north, across the border 

is British Columbia, home to some of the most 

iconic trail locations in the world. Perfectly linking 

the two is the Cascade mountain range, tying 

together the states of Washington and Oregon. 

Christened Trans-Cascadia, this new event 

promised miles of premium singletrack, packaged 

into an enduro stage race that straddles the 

Cascade range. To be honest, I didn’t even bother 

reading about the racing; I’d signed up right after 

the bit about the singletrack. 

By now everyone’s fi nished jettisoning 

superfl uous belongings. The bikes are racked 

up, and the last stragglers step out of the hot sun 

and onto the transfer buses lined up to take us 

to base camp. We’re informed there’s no phone 

signal where we’re headed, which spreads mild 

panic through the bus and a fl urry of Instagram 

posts and Facebook updates sent into the ether. 

With a population of 4,000, Oakridge is hardly a 

metropolis. So as the city limits sign fades in the 

rear view mirror I can’t help thinking, where on 

earth are we going? 

F E A T U R E
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Jurassic Park! Monster 

trails offer outsized fun 

in a primeval wilderness

Magical mystery tour:

heading towards the

great unknown
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After some time the pavement ends and we 

rumble along dirt roads. We’re driven for hours 

and hours now, ever deeper into nothingness. 

The trees either side, however, never end. When 

the odd glimpse of a view appears, it’s out across 

mountainside after hillside after mountainside of 

yet more trees. I genuinely start to feel like we’re all 

embarking on a journey into the unknown. Most of 

the occupants in the bus are from the West Coast, 

but few have ridden in the wider area before, let 

alone where we’re headed. From the one or two 

who have experienced the terrain surrounding 

Oakridge, I hear only good things. 

FEEL THE RUSH
A sign reads ‘Lake Timpanogas’. We’ve arrived. 

The campground is all under the cover of huge 

trees. Everyone splits apart and picks a spot.  

Jokes fly around when riders clock the supply of 

wine dotted around the site. I opt for a pitch just a 

few metres from Lake Timpanogas itself. Everyone 

has their own idea of camping; large tents can be 

seen sprouting between the trees, and just through 

some bushes to my left, one rider has found the 

perfect two trunks to hang a hammock from. 

Someone tops up a Camelbak from a squeaky  

hand pump.

We have an afternoon to kill. I join a small party 

heading up to explore; out of the campground and 

onto a dirt trail. There’s a comical mix of race kit, 

swimming shorts and flip flops on display as we 

pedal up the hill, and beneath our wheels there’s 

dirt of a consistency that looks equally up for a 

good time. Rich, brown, fluffy, dry loam that is 

silent to ride on. And where the front riders have 

battled for traction, a dark damp layer is revealed 

beneath. The early signs are promising. 

The next day racing begins and we transition 

to stage one up the climb we rode yesterday. A 

slight haze is clearing itself from the eerily quiet 

forest. I’m mesmerised — we have some amazing 

woodland in the UK, but this is different. It 

reminds me of the film Jurassic Park, and when I 

gaze into the forest, I half expect to see some huge 

prehistoric creature roaming between the trunks.  

By the time I reach the start of the day’s final 

stage, my legs are weary, I’m running low on 

water and the cool morning air has long gone, to 

be replaced by searing sunshine and dust. But the 

reward is a solid three-mile descent, dropping over 

500m back down to the campground — one of 

those descents that constantly deceives you with 

its length. The gradient is never steep, but speed 

comes easily and you cover a lot of ground. 

It’s not all downhill though; the odd rise appears 

and slaps you on the wrist for getting greedy with 

the pace. Instead of cranking out of the saddle 

feeling like a hero, I raise the dropper, sit down 

and wobble up the tiny rise while exploring 

the darkest corners of my lungs. It’s short-lived 

though, and I’m soon back amid the wind rush  

and blurry trees. 

There’s no course tape to distract from the 

natural beauty, and the trails are super easy to 

follow, so it’s 100 per cent concentration on the 

path ahead for minutes on end. The corners are 

long and gradual — they calmly ask you to lean 

over on entry, and dare you to see how far 

T H E  R E W A R D  I S  A  T H R E E -
M I L E  D E S C E N T ,  D R O P P I N G 
O V E R  5 0 0 M  B A C K  T O  C A M P

F E A T U R E
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It’s hard not to dab 

when you’re cornering

at brake-wreck speed  

“I can think of worse places 

to be stuck in a rut”

Ride-mates are stoked 

to be relaxing by the fire

Happy campers get 

clearance to pitch
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W H A T  I S  T R A N S 
C A S C A D I A ?
Trans-Cascadia is a four-day enduro stage 

race held on blind trails in Oregon. That 

means no practising. Taking cues from events 

like the Trans Provence and Trans Savoie, it’s 

the first of its kind in North America and 100 

per cent not for profit. 

Nick Gibson, Tommy Macgrath and Alex 

Gardner are the three friends behind it, and 

they share a mutual goal of showcasing 

their local trails to the world, developing 

the riding community, helping to support 

future trail-building projects, and providing 

a memorable event that’s packed with 

good times. This is early days for Trans- 

Cascadia, but for an event in its first year, 

the consensus of racers and staff alike is 

that it achieved all of its goals, and over-

delivered on good times! Entries are limited 

to 100, and the 2016 event — due to be held 

between September 28 and October 3‚ has 

already sold out. But keep your eyes on 

trans-cascadia.com for info on future events. 

you can take that angle. How much can I trust the 

transient bond between rubber and loam? The 

answer, I’m finding out, is more than I think.

A routine develops among the racers once 

the riding is over for the day. As soon as they’ve 

dibbed in their timing chip, and scanned the live 

readout, they head to the portable showers or opt 

for a bracing dip in the lake to shed their skin of 

loam. Some go for a massage, or take their bike  

to get checked over by the Shimano mechanics. 

As darkness falls, fires flare up around the 

campsite and everyone rifles around their tent  

for more layers. 

The centrepiece of every evening is an amazing 

buffet dinner laid on by Gourmet Century, and the 

glowing canteen tent sat at the end of a corridor 

of pine trees becomes an oasis of sustenance. 

After dinner, we are given the next day’s stages, 

in the form of a map and elevation profile, before 

retiring to the fire, beer in hand, to stare into the 

flames and recount the day’s highlights, by now 

somewhat embellished, to our fellow competitors. 

More significantly, breakfast makes it easy to drag 

yourself out of bed. Pancakes, fruit, eggs, porridge; 

all are on offer in plentiful quantities. And there 

are sandwiches to stuff in your pack and devour en 

route, or save until you return to camp. 

FASTER THAN FAST
Day two includes an uplift, and in the van on the 

way to the last stage I scan the crumpled map for 

clues of what’s in store. Moon Point, as it’s known, 

looks like a fairly consistent downhill gradient, 

with no major climbs. But it covers almost five 

miles. Yes, FIVE MILES! 

The start is a little rocky, but still fast and 

flowing, and I drift off into my own little world, 

judging the trail ahead, pedalling where it feels 

necessary and catching my breath when I push too 

hard. I reach the top of a crest and notice the valley 

floor to the left, if that’s where we’re going, it’s a 

long way down. There’s plenty more to come.

This no longer feels like a stage in a race, but an 

epic backcountry adventure. The scenery changes 

as the altitude and aspect change, vistas open up 

and disappear as sections of forest come and go. 

The trail changes nature completely from shallow 

loamy gradients, into a dusty rut carving across 

the grassy slope, which tests your resilience to 

arm pump, and your brakes’ ability to disperse 

heat. Only the slight hint of dust hanging in the 

air serves as a reminder that you’re not alone, and 

actually in some kind of competition. Whether 

it’s the change in altitude, or the openness of this 

section, I’m not sure, but it seems a whole lot 

hotter. Sweat stings my eyes as I attack corner 

after corner. For the fastest guys, the valley floor 

eventually arrives in just under 20 minutes. 

Riding a trail fast delivers a buzz that is hard 

to beat, but occasionally, even speeds that would 

normally be considered fast are surpassed — 

overtaken as if standing still. At these velocities, 

everything changes; brakes no longer stop, 

they merely reduce your speed. Your role as 
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Smooth trails slice cleanly 

through an abandoned

game of jungle Jenga

Tight switchbacks need

to be handled with care 

Trans-Cascadia: four days

of wild trail discovery
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rider swaps to that of a passenger, gravity and 

momentum seem to take control; you’re no longer 

riding, you’re hurtling. I find the next level on 

stage 21, on the last day. It’s on a trail known as 

Lower Alpine — possibly the most famous trail in 

the area. There’s nothing I can do but hang off the 

back of the bike and surrender to gravity. 

Ahead I spot a sudden drop followed by a rise 

in the trail. I stand up into the wind, slam on the 

back brake and feather the front, I hear the sound 

of skidding on loose ground but don’t seem to slow. 

I pitch the back end of the bike from side-to-side 

hoping to find some grip and reduce speed. It 

works, to a degree. I’ve slowed considerably, but 

I’m still heading into the compression too fast. 

I release the brakes and tighten my grip on the 

bars. The front, then rear, suspension bottoms 

out, rebounds and I launch uncontrollably out the 

other side of the compression. The rear of the bike 

drifts sideways in the air, landing 20ft further 

down the trail, and snapping back into line in an 

instant. I barely see a sharp-left hairpin through 

teary eyes, but the tight turn finally pulls me out of 

the whirlpool and allows a moment to breathe. 

It’s not over though. Around the bend, the blur 

returns and, once again I’m hurtling like a freight 

train. I explode out of the woods into the sun as 

a fizzing mass of sweat and adrenaline, wearing 

a smile wider than any of corners I’ve just been 

carving. Rider after rider crosses the finish; every 

single one in a similar state of euphoria jabbering 

nonsense at each other trying to convey what 

just happened. I have a friend whose riding is 

measured, not in miles per hour, but moments per 

hour, and this is exactly what it felt like to ride that 

last descent. I’m also convinced that someone in 

the field has set a new land speed record.

After the podiums, the night descends equally 

rapidly into a blurry mix of beer and fire. Late in 

the evening, local legend Wild Bill from Ashland 

Mountain Adventures stands up on a log to make 

a speech: “Hey you f***ers, I just want to say one 

thing...” we never get to hear it though, as he pivots 

slowly backwards off of his log and disappears into 

a drunken heap. 

T H E  N I G H T 
D E S C E N D S 
I N T O  A  B L U R 
O F  B E E R  
A N D  F I R E
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W H O  W O N ?
There were no losers at Trans Cascadia, but 

the rider finishing first in the pro men was 

Aaron Bradford. In the pro women, Rosara 

Joseph took the win, with Hope’s own 

Rachael Walker in second.

Another passenger

takes the Trans-

Cascadia express

As the ground points 

down the moments per

hour climb up
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T E C H N I Q U E

GRIP POINTS
M O D E R N  T R A I L  C R A F T

 T
he aim of this series is to give your 

technique a contemporary makeover, 

teaching you the skills that have 

evolved to keep pace with the rapid 

development in bikes and trails. Last 

month we showed you how to allow 

for a loss of control by making the 

correct shapes on the approach to a sketchy 

section of trail. We introduced angulation as 

a concept for allowing you to take control on 

unpredictable surfaces, and we talked about how 

letting the bike slide into you, rather than away 

from you, is a great way of dealing with loss of 

grip. All of these techniques allow you a lot more 

time to predict and control what your bike is 

going to do.

This month we’re going to look at a much more 

positive way of reading the trail. We’ll show you 

that as long as you know what to look for, and 

you give yourself the room to move by staying 

low, then you should fi nd that you gain a lot more 

stability and confi dence.

Y O U R  C O A C H
A N D Y  B A R L O W
Before joining Dirt School Andy liked to win 

things — races like the Scottish XC Champs 

and the Scottish Downhill Championships. 

Since 2009 though he’s coached some of 

the world’s best riders 

with Dirt School and 

helped bring on the 

BASE MTB course at 

Borders College in 

the Tweed Valley. 

But what Andy 

really likes to do is 

communicate 

those same pro 

techniques to 

everyday riders.

T E C H N I Q U E
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Take control on any trail by finding the Grip 
Points: we show you how to exploit those 
little islands of smooth traction that boost 
your stability and confidence

Words: Andy Barlow   Photos: Andy McCandlish



F L A T  P E D A L 
A D VA N T A G E
There is often a huge misunderstanding when it comes 

to fl at pedals. A lot of riders mistakenly think that the 

big benefi t of fl at pedals is that they can take their feet 

off in a hurry. While this is true, the real advantage lies 

in the way that a fl at pedal rider weights and unweights 

the bike.

A clipped-in rider is attached to the bike, and 

whether they realise it or not, they will always pull on 

the pedals when they hop. A fl at pedal rider doesn’t 

have the option of pulling the bike off the ground — 

they have to generate the spring by pushing fi rst, and 

herein lies the advantage. Flat pedal riders are linking 

all the grippy parts of the trail together already. See our 

fl at pedal masterclass on page 26.

H O P  T O  I T
Forget your bike. Think about how you’d jump if you 

were stood up right now and try and retrieve a frisbee 

from a tree. Would you stand underneath it with a 

minimal bend in your knees and lift your feet up to get 

extra height? Of course not. You’d bend your knees 

further, get yourself closer to the ground, and push 

off with a lot more power. If you adopt this theory — 

pushing with your legs to initiate a hop on your bike 

— then you will open up a lot more power to push into 

the ground for grip. You’ll be forcing the bike into the 

ground on your take-off and making yourself heavy on 

the trail at the same time. This gives you a lot of traction 

on the smooth sections. The hop is actually more of a 

consequence of having pushed off hard with your legs 

in the fi rst place.

A DD IC T E D  T O  C L I P S
If you’re a rider that has tried fl ats and you fi nd that 

your feet kept coming off, then this shows how much 

you’ve come to rely on your clips. You should have a 

solid enough technique that you can switch between 

clips and fl ats with minimal fuss. Put it this way, if 

you use clips all the time, then they’re no longer an 

advantage for you; they’re a necessity! So perhaps it’s 

time for a change?

I N F O R M A T I O N  O V E R L O A D
When you look at a technical trail, it’s often easy to 

become overwhelmed by the features and obstacles 

in your path. Your eyes are drawn straight to all the 

things that you don’t want to hit; trees, slippery 

roots, stumps, holes, loose rocks, exposed drops… 

the list is endless. However, there are always patches 

of ground between all of these obstacles that are 

going to allow you to regain control. The trick is to 

deliberately look for the features that are going to 

help you, rather than hinder you, and to consistently 

stay in a shape that allows you to push for traction as 

soon as you need it.
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By staying low a rider can store potential 

energy, meaning that they can push for 

traction every time they see a grippy 

zone. If you link together all the grip 

points, it doesn’t actually matter if you 

get a little out of control in-between, 

because you’ll get that traction back when 

you reach the next grip zone.

After compressing 

into the ground on the 

approach, go light and 

fl oat over the roots.



J O I N  T H E  D O T S
What you’re trying to do here is link all the grip points 

together by pushing hard to take off, going light over the 

rough stuff, then landing on something smooth on the other 

side. You’re basically bouncing down the trail. You don’t 

even have to hop that high because, should your wheels hit 

something on the ground, they’ll be so light that it won’t 

make any difference to their traction or alignment. Just 

make sure that you’re heavy on all the grip points and you’ll 

be able to link all the smooth bits together.

P U S H  N O T  P U L L
Remember, you’re trying to go heavy in the sections that 

you can trust, not pull up for the things that you’re trying to 

avoid. The biggest habit that we have to correct with riders 

that are clipped in, is the fact that they are always pulling to 

control the bike instead of pushing. You should be gaining 

stability as you ride by starting low, pushing where you need 

it, letting the bike go light over the rough stuff, then landing 

on the other side. Most riders just pull up at an obstacle and 

wonder why they didn’t have traction on the way in or out. 

GO LIGHT

PUSH

T E C H N I Q U E
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Floating over the roots is 

the safest and easiest way 

to traverse them, and you 

don’t even need to clear them 

completely, as Andy does here.

Go heavy on the smooth 

part of the trail after 

you’ve cleared the roots 

and you’ll regain control.



H O M E W O R K
Pick any of your favourite downhill runs on YouTube or RedBull TV and you 

can see all of the top riders using grip points. They’ll keep a solid neutral 

riding position on the way in to a section, then they’ll push where they 

need the traction. Once you know what to look for, you’ll see them use it 

everywhere. You’ll never see anyone just pulling on the pedals without 

pushing off the ground fi rst, even if it’s for a split second. They’ll be low 

on the bike with their elbows out and their legs bent ready to push off to 

the next safe zone. It all comes from being in a shape that allows them to 

access that control in the fi rst place. The lower you go, the harder you can 

push, and the more effective the technique.

THE SET UP
Try setting up a camera and fi lming yourself doing a simple bunny-hop. 

Nothing fancy, just a straight hop with both wheels off the ground at once. 

How are you doing it? Are you pulling in the air? Or are you pushing off 

the ground? Is your hop 80 per cent push/20 per cent pull? Or is it more 

50/50? If you’re on a full-suspension bike, remember that you’re going to 

have to effectively load up the suspension before you can start pushing 

away from the ground. The more you pull, the less effective your hop will 

be out in the real world on the trail.

THE TEST
If you’re happy with your hops, fi nd a bit of trail that has patches of roots 

down it. Walk it fi rst and look for all the grip points. Then come in at a 

decent pace and try staying low and pushing through all the easy bits. This 

should allow you to go light over all the rougher slippy sections. This starts 

to really work once you add a bit of camber — remember to angulate your 

body, as well, by facing up the hill slightly. 

G R I P  P O I N T S
Once you start identifying all the best places for traction, then you 

can start doing different things with them. Grip Points can be used 

to change direction, to get you out of trouble when you’re losing 

control, or even for slowing down if you’re struggling for traction 

elsewhere. The point is that you have to be looking for them in the 

fi rst place though. If you’re still looking at all the scary stuff then 

that’s all that you’ll be thinking about. Look for the grippy bits and 

you’ll be going from one trustworthy part of the trail to another.

PUSH

It’s easy to become sidetracked by 

how effortless a good rider can make 

hopping a section of roots look, but 

examine how much Andy loads the bike 

before he’s even taken off. He’s pushing 

before the trail gets rough, and landing 

where it smoothes out again.

Here, Andy lines his body 

up with a grippier part 

of the trail further round 

the corner. By doing so 

it means that, even if he 

slides on the leaves on the 

way in, he’s already facing 

the way he needs to make it 

out the other side.
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T H E R E ’ S  A N 
A P P  F O R  T H A T !
Dirt School’s coaching 

app lets you see 

the right and wrong 

techniques in slo-mo. 



Fit Fox Float 
rear shock 
volume spacers

YOUR EXPERT

LUKE BURNETT

Luke is a former 

downhill racer 

turned Mojo shop 

technician. He fi xes forks 

in the week and trie p

up with Mojo boss Chris 

Porter’s crazy contr

at the weekend.

01  
You can remove the shock to do this procedure but if your 

shock is accessible Luke reckons you should leave it in place 

as it saves you time.

02   
Let all the 

air out of 

the shock.

04
Unscrew the 

canister 

by hand.

FACTFILE

Q�TIME TAKEN

15 minutes

Q�DIFFICULTY 

LEVEL

Piece of cake

Q�TOOLS 

REQUIRED

Pipe strap (or 

old inner tube) 

• p

o oat

F u d

How to tune the performance of your  
Float shock, by changing the spring curve 
using volume-reducing spacers  

 I
t’s no secret now that volume spacers can dramatically change the 

performance of a suspension fork, but did you know that you can also 

fi t them in a rear shock?

The air volume spacers here are for Fox Float rear shocks and 

there are three different sizes, although you can only put one in 

at a time and can’t stack them like you can in a fork. Unlike the fork 

spacers, which are included in the box, you will also have to buy a shock 

spacer kit aftermarket (unless you have a Float X2). This costs you £33 

from mojostore.co.uk and includes all three spacer sizes and a sachet of 

Float fl uid.

When you install a spacer you should feel the shock become more 

progressive. That is, as the shock goes further into the stroke, it will 

be harder to use more travel. On the trails this means it will feel softer 

TOP TIP
If you have an EVOL 

air can, let the air out 

slowly or it will get 

into the negative air 

chamber.

TOP TIP
No pipe strap? 

Use an inner 

tube instead.

at the start of its stroke and harder towards 

the end. The bigger the spacer you install the 

more pronounced the effect. The difference 

may not be as noticeable as on a fork but it’s 

still a neat way to gain a bit of custom tuning 

to your ride. So if your bike continually pops its 

o-ring off the shock, a volume spacer could be 

just the job.

Depending on the design of your rear 

suspension you can usually complete this 

procedure on the bike without having to remove 

the shock, which means you could probably 

do it on the trail and experience immediately 

how this changes the feel of your suspension. 

However, for some bikes it may be easier to do 

it off the bike using a vice to hold the shock. 

If you go down this route make sure you 

don’t clamp the shock too hard as this can 

damage the mounting hardware.

03
Using a 

pipe strap, 

turn the air 

can anti-clockwise 

and loosen it from 

the shock body

H O W  T O
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WARNING 

A small amount of Float 

Fluid may come out 

when you loosen the 

canister. It isn’t harmful 

but you may want to 

put down a towel or 

use gloves.



05
Slide the canister to the bottom of the shock and slide down 

the bottom-out bumper and backing plate to the bottom of  

the shaft.

06
If you need 

to remove 

a spacer, 

use a blunt tool, or 

circlip pliers, to pry 

it apart before 

taking it out.

07
Put the spacer in between the backing plate and the top 

of the shock. The flat surface of the spacer should face 

to the top.

09
If your shock feels dry, 

pour 2cc of Float Fluid 

into the canister. This is 

just less than half of the sachet.

10
To help you 

refit the 

canister, 

bottom out your bike 

and then screw the 

canister back on.

11
Make sure 

the canister 

is hand tight 

and firmly secured

08
Push the 

spacer until 

it engages 

the top of the shock, 

You should hear it 

click. This can be 

quite stiff, so you 

may need two 

hands for it.

12
Re-inflate the shock, using the 

same pressure as before as a 

starting point.
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NEW ISSUE ON SALE WEDS APRIL 6

 NEXT MONTH

PLUS

Northern lights
KIELDER’S DARK SKIES PROVIDE THE PERFECT 
BACKDROP TO A NOCTURNAL TRAIL RIDE

First ride on Ohlins’ new suspension fork
Best £2k trail bikes on test
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Countless hours on 

the trails make this 

the ultimate test of 

performance as well 

as reliability

LONG 
TERMERS

 G
rowing up, I used to spend hours 

picking out my dream bike from 

the dog-eared magazines that 

littered my bedroom fl oor. I never 

once imagined that bike would 

be a BMC. BMCs always seemed too… 

well, Swiss. I saw them as effi cient, mile-

munching machines, and associated them 

with the brand’s competitive success on the 

road and in XC racing. This on its own is no 

bad thing, but it hardly set my pulse racing 

in the way other brands did.

The new Speedfox SF03 Trailcrew could 

be the bike to change that though. If 

you look past the gunmetal grey and 

radioactive vomit colour scheme, this trail 

bike offers an attractive package and it’s 

a perfect replacement for my recently 

departed Vitus Escarpe.

Until recently, the Speedfox range was 

exclusively made up of 130mm travel 29er 

trail bikes, but mine is the new Trailcrew 

version. This is a concept similar to 

Specialized’s EVO models and it means 

travel on the Trailcrew Speedfox gets 

pumped up to 150mm, and the wheels get 

downsized to 27.5in. With a wider bar and 

shorter stem thrown in for good measure, 

it’s a totally different proposition 

to the 29er.

There are two versions of 

the Speedfox Trailcrew and 

my new longtermer is the 

cheaper build at just over the 

£2,000 mark. BMC says it’s 

a bike that will allow you to fi ll 

your long days on the trail picking 

sweet lines — ripping berms, whips, 

scrubs, manuals — a far cry from my image 

of Swiss effi ciency that I’d long associated 

with the brand. I see it as a bike that could 

easily fl it between trail centre destroyer and 

full-on enduro racer, depending on where 

your mood takes you.

Beyond the Trailcrew additions 

the Speedfox boasts a solid build kit. 

I’m looking forward to getting better 

acquainted with a RockShox Pike fork after 

struggling with the Marzocchi 350CR on 

my last longtermer. One ride in and I can 

already feel that it’s so much plusher than 

the Marzocchi, and setting it up was much 

easier too. The fork is coupled with a Fox 

Float DPS shock, and even with minimal 

set-up time the two feel very well balanced. 

The brakes are the same Shimano SLX units 

that performed faultlessly on 

the Vitus; I especially like the 

ergonomic lever shape. In fact, 

the only real unknown is the 

Fast Ace stealth dropper post, 

so it will be interesting to see 

how that holds up.

My main concern though, is 

the 2x10 drivetrain. Not that there 

will be any issues with reliability or 

performance from the Shimano Deore/XT 

components, it just seems like a backwards 

step when 1x11 is rapidly becoming the 

norm. Also, on my fi rst shakedown ride, it 

took me a long time to reconfi gure my brain 

to using both thumbs to change gear, and 

I ended up losing the chain on more than 

one occasion. I don’t want to be too hasty 

in condemning it though, as the fault was 

largely mine and the added gear range is 

defi nitely nice — it was an unusual luxury to 

sit and spin in a super-low gear on some of 

the steeper climbs.

So my initial impressions of the Speedfox 

have been very positive. The bike is still 

bedding in though, so top of my to-do-list 

is to get as much riding time in before my 

next update.
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I N T R O D U C I N G

JAMES’S BMC SPEEDFOX SF03 TRAILCREW

WHY IT ’S HERE
It is BMC’s 

first go at a 

27.5in trail 

bike

MONTH 1: James takes delivery of his new ride — and comes 

to terms with a few long-held preconceptions 

THE RIDER
JAMES SMURTHWAITE

Position Junior writer

Mostly rides 

Surrey Hills

Height 5ft 11in

Weight 70kg

THE BIKE
■ New 150mm travel 

Trailcrew version of 

the Speedfox

■ 27.5in wheels and 

meaty 2.4in tyres 

are aimed at gravity 

fed riding

■ Trailcrew attitude 

extends to the 

specifi cation with 

a wide bar, stubby 

stem and dropper 

post as standard

■ Shimano SLX brakes

£ 2 , 2 0 0  /  2 7. 5 i n  /  e v a n s c y c l e s . c o m



IN THE 
SHED

Specialized Stumpjumper FSR Comp 

6Fattie £2,500

27.5+

Orbea Loki 27+ H30 £1,119

27.5+

KTM Macina Lycan 27.5 X1 11 CX5+ 

£3,749.99

27.5

Whyte T-130C RS £3,499

27.5
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SPECIFICATION
Frame APS Alloy 27.5in, 

150mm travel

Shock Fox Float 

Performance Series

Fork Rockshox Pike RC 

Solo Air, 150mm travel

Wheels Shimano 

M618 hubs, DT Swiss 

E512 rims, Onza Ibex 

27.5x2.4in tyres

Drivetrain Shimano 

Deore 2x10 chainset, 

f-mech and shifters, 

XT r-mech

Brakes Shimano 

SLX, 180mm

Components Fast Ace 

seatpost 125mm, Fizik 

Nisene XS saddle, BMC 

bar and stem

Weight 14.7kg (32.1lb)

Sizes XS, S, M, L, XL

GEOMETRY
Size tested L 

Head angle 65.9°

Seat angle 69.2°

BB height 330mm

Chainstay 427mm

Front centre 761mm

Wheelbase 1,188mm

Down tube 711mm

Top tube 632mm

Reach 450mm

Endangered species:

the front mech and

2x10 drivetrain

Will the new Fast Ace 

dropper post prove

joker or trump card?

James takes to the 

BMC like a dog to 

a muddy puddle

BMC Speedfox SF03 Trailcrew £2,200

27.5



 M
y goal this month was to pare back some of 

the extra timber the Loki is carrying around 

from stock, in the hope that it would lose 

its torpor and invigorate the ride. With 

the diet now complete, I can report that in 

some ways I’ve far exceeded my aims, and in others I’m 

still looking for improvements. 

Let’s start with the good news fi rst. In removing 

the inner tubes and converting the Loki to 

tubeless, I’ve saved the best part of 750g! 

That’s a mind-blowing amount of ballast 

to remove from the wheels, and it has 

had an immediate positive affect on the 

acceleration and dynamism of the Orbea. 

Making the move wasn’t without stress, 

however, as the bead of the tyre simply 

wouldn’t pull away from the sidewall of 

the hookless rim and into the centre trough. 

Eventually, I managed to pry it away, and then 

all I needed were my thumbs to pop the bead off, and 

a regular track pump to seat the tyre with the sealant 

poured in. 

An additional 350g were saved by jettisoning the 

inner chainring, shifter and monstrous direct-mount 

front mech, and mounting a Kore narrow-wide 30t 

single chainring instead. That’s just over a kilo (2.3lb) 

lost for about £60. Bargain. 

The Loki feels far more fl ighty at its new fi ghting 

weight, but I’m yet to fi nd the pressure sweet spot for 

the Maxxis Chronicle tyres. On paper, 

14psi sounds obscenely low; out on the 

trail it all feels a bit harsh and wooden. At 

the moment I’m not sure if it’s just because 

I’m running the tyres too hard, or whether the 

frame itself lacks compliance. Something to investigate 

further, then. 

I’m also struggling with the steering. It’s not that the 

Loki is too steep — the 66.4° head angle is plenty slack 

enough — but something about the combination of fat 

tyres and long stem (and maybe even the fork offset) is 

causing the front wheel to fl op into corners and while 

climbing out of the saddle. Next step is to try some 

lower pressures, and a shorter stem, to see if I can raise 

the bar of the low-key ride.

L O N G T E R M E R S
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£ 1 , 1 1 9  /  2 7. 5  P l u s  /  o r b e a . c o m

DANNY’S ORBEA LOKI 27+H30 

SPECIFICATION
Frame Hydroformed 

triple-butted aluminium

Fork Suntour Raidon 

LO-R 27+, 120mm travel

Wheels Orbea 

Ready 27+ 40c 

Tubeless wheels, 

Maxxis Chronicle 

27.5x3.0in tyres

Drivetrain FSA Comet 

crank 22/36, Shimano 

Deore shifters, SLX 

f-mech and r-mech

Brakes Shimano 

M425, 180mm 

Components Orbea 

OCII bar 760mm, 

Race Face Ride 

stem, Orbea post

Weight 14.63kg 

(32.05lb)

Sizes S, M, L, XL

GEOMETRY
Size tested L

Head angle 66.4°

Seat angle 71.6°

BB height 302mm

Chainstay 425mm

Front centre 725mm

Wheelbase 1,150mm

Downtube 715mm

Top tube 621mm

Reach 430mm

MONTH 2: The plus size Loki is minus a front mech and tubes 

this month, as Danny drops weight in search of a dynamic ride

THE RIDER
DANNY MILNER

Position Editor

Mostly rides Surrey Hills

Height 5ft 10in

Weight 72kg

THE BIKE
■ New hardtail 

platform from Spanish 

brand, Orbea

■ Offered in two wheel 

size options — 29in and 

27.5 Plus

■ Aluminium frame 

is shared across the 

range and mated to 

120mm travel fork

■ Boost 148mm rear 

dropout spacing adds 

tyre clearance

WHY IT ’S HERE
Are Plus 

size tyres a 

hardtail’s best 

friend? 

Ditching the front

mech and small ring

saved Danny 350g
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DAVE’S SPECIALIZED 
STUMPJUMPER FSR 
COMP 6FATTIE

£ 2 , 5 0 0  /  2 7. 5  P l u s  /  s p e c i a l i z e d . c o m

THE RIDER
DAVE ARTHUR

Position Writer/tester

Mostly rides FoD/Wales

Height 5ft 11in

Weight 66kg

THE BIKE
■ 27.5 Plus version of 

the venerable Stumpy

■ 135mm travel FSR 

rear suspension and 

150mm fork

■ 3.0in tyres and Boost 

dropouts front and rear

■ SRAM GX 1x11 

gears paired with 

Shimano brakes

■ Spec includes 60mm 

stem, 750mm bar and a 

dropper post

MONTH 5: The Fattie’s charms 

continue to keep Dave aglow 

through the depths of winter

 T
he Specialized 

Stumpjumper 

6Fattie continues 

to delight. Since 

changing the tyres 

to Schwalbe Nobby Nics a 

couple of months ago, I left 

everything else well alone, 

keen to get to know the bike 

better in stock trim.

Fortunately, it’s well equipped for the money and I’ve 

not needed to make any modifi cations. I love the short 

stem and wide bar. I even like the fatter grips that come 

fi tted as standard on the larger size bikes. Specialized’s 

new IRcc dropper post hasn’t missed a beat, and the 

shifter-style remote lever is a treat to use. The only 

blemish on the otherwise immaculate service record 

has been the complete failure of the upper headset 

bearing. I have no idea how this happened but I’m 

half tempted to go back to a Nineties-style neoprene 

headset cover to stop it happening again.

Five months in and I’m really getting my head around 

the bigger tyres. Plus bikes are rare on the trails, so I 

always get some questions. My answer is always the 

same. “Yes, they do work. And very well too,” I tell 

interested parties. In fact, I’m continually amazed at just 

how agile, fun and fast the 6Fattie is, and how much 

traction and stability the wider tyres provide. 

 I
t’s been a busy 

month for the 

T-130. I’ve fi tted 

a new bar 

from Renthal 

with 30mm rise, 

which has lofted 

my position at the 

front of the bike and 

dramatically increased 

my confi dence on steep 

descents. And while I had the bike in 

the workstand I thought, “what the hell?” and 

fi tted another Bottomless Token to the Pike 

to give it even more support when the bike 

is pointing downhill. It’s dead easy to fi t the 

tokens — watch the video po.st/Tokens. Finally I 

slotted in a new wheel, but more on that later.

The results were pleasing… and then 

disturbing. I revelled in the way the T-130 

handled, with the bike feeling perfectly 

weighted between the two wheels. It’s funny 

how a subtle tweak like fi tting a high-rise bar 

can make such a difference — with my weight 

shifted a little further back I could move more 

easily over the rear wheel while still controlling 

the front of the bike. I felt fast and totally in 

control, until, inevitably, I crashed. I’ll spare 

you the details, but it started on a muddy chute 

and ended with the bike fi rmly wedged into a 

tree. No wheel could support that kind of force, 

even with the extra strength of a Boost hub, so 

naturally it folded. If I’m honest, I’m glad it did 

because it was either the wheel, the fork, or me.

WHY IT ’S HERE
To see how Plus 

size tyres handle 

a typical British 

winter

£ 3 , 4 9 9  /  2 7. 5 i n  /  w h y t e . b i k e

JAMIE’S WHYTE 
T-130C RS

THE RIDER
JAMIE DARLOW

Position Buzz editor

Mostly rides 

Surrey Hills

Height 6ft 1in

Weight 75kg

THE BIKE
■ 27.5in carbon-frame 

trail bike, 130mm travel

■ Boost hubs front and 

rear, 110x15mm fork and 

148x12mm rear

■ Single chainring 

frame design

■ Out of the box 

performance: short 

stem, wide bar, quality 

Maxxis tyres

WHY IT ’S HERE
For its blend 

of modernity, 

price and 

performance

MONTH 3: A few tweaks to the Whyte 

result in a confident JD — and the 

inevitable union of bike and foliage…



JASON’S KTM MACINA LYCAN  
27.5 X1 11 CX5+

THE RIDER
JASON HARDY

Position Picture editor

Mostly rides  

Surrey Hills

Height 6ft 2in

Weight 101kg

THE BIKE
■ 650b e-bike 

designed specifically 

for trail riding 

■ New 250w Bosch  

CX system offers  

power assist

■ Fox rear shock 

delivers 125mm travel

■ Weighs 20.8kg 

(45.9lb)

£ 3 , 74 9. 9 9  /  2 7. 5 i n  /  s h o p . f l i d i s t r i b u t i o n . c o . u k

SPECIFICATION
Frame Hydroformed  

aluminium, 125mm travel

Shock Fox Performance 

Series Float CTD BV

Fork Fox 34 Float, 

130mm travel

Wheels DT Swiss 350 

hubs, DT Swiss M422 

rims, Schwalbe Rocket 

Ron 27.5x2.25in tyres

Drivetrain Bosch CX 

Pedelecsystem 250 

watt electric motor,  

36v 500Wh lithium-ion 

battery. KTM Team 

Delta ISIS cranks, SRAM 

X1 mech and shifter

Brakes Shimano Deore 

XT, 180mm

Components Bosch 

Nyon LCD Center 

Display, Selle Italia  

SL saddle, KTM  

Team bar, stem,  

grips and seatpost

Sizes 15, 17, 19, 21in

Weight 20.8kg (45.9lb)
 

GEOMETRY
Size tested 19in

Head angle 69.7°

Seat angle 72.8°

BB height 340mm

Chainstay 475mm

Front centre 680mm

Wheelbase 1,155mm

Down tube 670mm

Top tube 585mm

Reach 426mm

MONTH 6: Which lasts longer? A picture researcher, a terrier or 

an e-bike battery? Jason’s spent this month finding out…

 M
echanical doping?! I’ve been 

doing it for six months now 

on the KTM e-bike, and not a 

single UCI inspector has come 

knocking on my door yet. 

But if they did, my one year-old Airedale 

Terrier, Margo, would give them short shrift. 

She’s now loving our weekend rides together 

where we test who’ll give up first: her, me or the 

bike’s battery.

Range anxiety is a constant companion on a near 

50lb e-bike. You get it wrong and you’re in a world of 

pain on the way back (if you make it back). A bad time 

to find that out is when your dog refuses to move when 

you want her to run alongside you on the lead for a 

short stretch of quiet road to connect to the next trail 

head. This is bad because it means going back the way 

we’d just come; back up a steep technical descent. Bad 

enough under normal circumstances, bloody awful with 

an excitable furry monster that’s trying to chase the 

young-gun downhillers careering down the hill whilst 

you’re pushing a behemoth bicycle the other way.

It was at this point that I remembered the 

‘creep’ button on the top of the left-hand 

switch pod. Holding this down powers 

the rear wheel at a walking pace, giving 

you a little helping hand. Or so I thought. 

The screen had yet again gone blank, and 

when it did come back to life it was showing 

battery off. It took me a good few minutes of 

frustrated button prodding to get the motor back 

into life, by which point I was at the top anyway.

So Margo and I carried on hitting the trails, seeing 

who would falter first, and so far the e-bike’s been the 

winner (erratic screen aside). Even keeping the KTM 

maxed out in Turbo mode sees the battery boasting 

10-15 per cent charge when Margo starts to show signs 

of flagging and we head back to the car. I’m still OK, 

but then I’ve been taking it steady so as not to trash the 

young hound. But I reckon, given another six months 

or so, Margo will be running circles round me when I 

make that fatal error with the battery range and end 

up pedalling the KTM home, unassisted, under my own 

steam. Unassisted pedalling. The horror. The horror.

WHY IT ’S HERE
To see if e-bikes 

really are 

cheating

L O N G T E R M E R S

94  mbr  APRIL 2016





���	
 �	�� ���� ���

���� ���� ����	� �����	� ���	� ���	��� ���	
����	�� ���
 ��	��� ������ ������ ���� �	������
���
 ��	��� ������ ������ ���� �	������ ���	
 �	�� ���� ���

���� ���� ����	� �����	� ���	

���	� ���	� ���	��� ���	
����	�� ���
 ��	��� ������ ������ ���� �	�
�� ���	
 �	�� ���� ���

���� ���� ����	� �����	� ���	

� ������ ������ ���� �	������ ���	
 �	�� ���� ���

���� ���� ����	� �����	� ���	� ���	

�� �$�& ��.3'�.

4 �+.$& �))./ � �").�/ �#$'� �#$�%��$�
*! ��8 �.$9���&� �.$99&8 �#('� 
���%� �(!�$��
*: 	6&8 ���% �$/3.$�3 �$)'��. ����)�  � ��$�*%��$�
*� ��+3 ��&&)7�8 ��&&)+ �(!�$��%� ��#' �"�
*0 ��3 ��%�&�'� �)'/3�. �$&�/ �#$'� 
���%� �(!�$��

(�������������
�����	����� ��
�



� ���	
 �	�� ���� ���

���� ���� ����	� �����	� ���	� ���	��� ���	
�
	� ���	��� ���	
����	�� ���
 ��	��� ������ ������ ���� �	������ ���	

������ ���	
 �	�� ���� ���

���� ���� ����	� �����	� ���	� ���	��� �
	� ���	��� ���	
����	�� ���
 ��	��� ������ ������ ���� �	������ ���	

��� ���	
����	�� ���
 ��	��� ������ ������ ���� �	������ ���	
 �	�� ��

������� ����
� �������������
����� �� ��������- ��� ������

��
� �������� ����� ����
�������� ��� 5:*0

� �
��� ���� �

��������

��� ��� ���� � ��� �� ��
���,���������
��,��,�
1��������#�����

��
� ����
��� ���� �

��������



��
��

��
�

�
��
�
�
�
�



�	
��
�
�
��

�
	�
��
��
�
��

�� �	���
�� �� % ����� ���	���

���� � ��
����� ��������� ������

�� ���� � ��� �
,. ����	�� ����	�� ���	��

�������� &!$�

�������� &' "

���� 4� %"$�. � ���	 5� %"$�.

��.�� "& 0 �  ��-0 '� 0 � �'10 

�'3&.� 0 ". .��.'& ')�&�-

�4)$'-�. �$$ '� 0 � ��.0 ��.��&0

"& 0 � �-��*

�������� �$�

���� &' "

���� 0� %"$�. � ���	 �* %"$�.

��#� "& .'%� '� �1..�4,. %'.0

���10"�1$ 1&.��& .��&�-5 '& �&�

1)!�&�!�'3& -'10� 0 �0 3"$$

)1. 5'1- $��. 0' 0 � $"%"0*

�������� &��

���	� &' "

���� *99 %"$�. � ���	 /� %"$�.
���
� �* %"$�.

� +1"�# �&� .)���5 �'1-.��

) �.�&0"&� 0' 5'1 .'%� '� 0 � ��.0

2 �3. 0 � ��$� '� �'-# * � )�-���0

��-$5 .��.'& -"�� 0' ��0 5'1 ���# 0'

5'1- ��.0�

������  %$�

���� &' "

���� 4* %"$�. � ���	 5* %"$�.

�"� 3"0 � %"401-� '� �&�"�&0

�-'2� 0-��#. �&� 3"&�"&�

��.��&0. �&� �$"%�.*

����	��


�������� �� ��	����


�������������

�������� �������� ���� ����


���� ������

����

�3!�"��$� �. �'3&� ��.0 �1..�4

*43!�"��$� � �$#5 � �.�-�

�"$0. "-�

���	�

5&��"��$� ��$� ��$'� �'-#. "-�

'3!�"��$� �3 �'-�.0 �)-"&��

��%). "-�

*93!�"��$� �3 �'-�.0 �)-"&��

��%). "-�

*03!�"��$� �)-"&� ����$��

�1��'$#

54-��"��$� �). �&� �'3&.�

�1--�5

5�3!�"��$� �). �&� �'3&.�

�1--�5

��

*.3�"��$� �5� ��$$�5 ��--"'-�

��$�.

�3!�"��$� 	1-�.."� ���.0� �'-.�0

5�3!�"��$� �'* �1- �% �5&�%'


���

�3!�"��$� �1..�4 �1--�5

��-�%�$�� ��.0 �1..�4

*53!�"��$� �-�&� ��2'$10"'&�

�'2�-!��$�".

*�3!�"��$� � � �'&� �&�� ��.0

�1..�4

*'3!�"��$� �'10 �'3&. �)"��

��.0 �1..�4

55&��"��$� �'-#"&� �-'% �'%��

�1--�5

5�3!�"��$� � "$0�-& �$�.."��

�1�#"&� �%. "-�


���

5&��"��$� ��&�").� �'%�-.�0

*93!�"��$� ���&"���0� ��-#. "-�

*03!�"��$� �0-�0�'-� ��%)�.0�

��-3"�#. "-�

5�3!�"��$� ���� ��'&�

��%). "-�

4*.3�"��$� � � �&$5 ��5� �..�4

4*.3�"��$� ��$$ '� ��4 �%�

'-0 1%��-$�&�

������

03!�"��$� �'1-&�%'10 � �'-.�0

/3!�"��$� ��53�-�. ���0 

�'3$�-� ��.0 �1..�4

593!�"��$� �'-#. "-� �'1-� '-0 

�'-#. "-�

5*.3�"��$� �'0.3'$�.�

�$'1��.0�-. "-�

��������

�3!�"��$� '-0 �-& �&��$�

�3��.0$� 1)'& �5&�

**3!�"��$� �-�&� �� �-"�'$'-��

�'2�-!��$�".

*/3!�"��$� �0��)$� � �.��

��%�-"���. "-�

5�3!�"��$� �3 �'-�.0 (77�

��%). "-�

5�3!�"��$� �3 �'-�.0 (77�

��%). "-�

�������

*.3�"��$� �5 �)� '-0 �'-#. "-�

5&��"��$� �'10 �'3&. (77�

��.0 �1..�4

'3!�"��$� �'-�.0 ��&��-�

�0���'-�. "-�

*�3!�"��$� �4%'10 

�4!0�-%"&�0'-� ��2'&

54-��"��$� �"-�1"0 �-��#�-�

'-0 �%)0'&. "-�

5'3!�"��$� ��2"$. �1&� �

��%). "-�

493!�"��$� �'5�$ �$5�-� '-�'$#

�������

03!�"��$� ��$$�-� �'-&�-� 
�&0

*53!�"��$� �1-���#

�"$$!�!��1-1.� �'-.�0

*43!�"��$� �"00�- ���.0� �'-�.0

503!�"��$� ��$$�& ���2�.� ��.0

�1..�4

5/3!�"��$� �'&03�$$ �-��6��

��.0 �1..�4

��������

������� �������� ����


�����	������

����� ��� ��� �	��������� �������� ���� ���� �	���

���� ���� ������ ����

��

�� ���

��

���

��

���

��

��

��

( �3)63�&�-"�� �'$$'3. 1.#6#�8�$"& �7�&3. �����))#+�)%16#�8�$"& �7�&3.



This month’s routes
WHERE TO RIDE AND EXPLORE

 0 1  H A R D  R O U T E

RHYD DDU, SNOWDONIA
22km (13.5 miles)

 0 2  E A S Y  R O U T E

GLEN FESHIE,  
SCOTLAND 
16km (10 miles) 

 0 3  M E D I U M  R O U T E

LONG MYND,  
SHROPSHIRE
21km (13 miles)

 0 4  H A R D  R O U T E

SWALEDALE CLASSIC, 
YORKSHIRE DALES
38km (24 miles)

01

LOCATOR

02

04

03

R I D E  G U I D E
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 T
his mountain circuit will take you to 

the top of Wales’s highest peak — 

and back down along a route you’ll 

never forget. 

It starts with a steep climb (don’t 

feel too bad if you need to get off and push 

— we did) to Bwlch Maesgwm, where you’ll 

enjoy smooth-rolling singletrack all the way 

down to the lakeside town of Llanberis. 

From here get ready for a long climb that 

takes in road, track, rock and scree, with a 

few steep bits where you’ll need to push.

It’s worth it, though, for the descent. The 

first kilometre is very steep and exposed: 

you’ll be carrying along much of the knife-

edge ridge. After that it settles into a steep, 

rocky and mostly rideable descent back to 

the valley floor.

At just 16km, and little over 300m of climbing, you 

could be forgiven for thinking this one’s a pushover. 

You’ll quickly find out otherwise. It’s a superb 

little loop though, with some great technical trails 

in places, and a real ‘out there’ feel that makes it 

very definitely a Highlands ride. The singletrack 

along the banks of the Feshie has been ‘improved’ 

over the years, but it’s still great fun. But the real 

highlight now is the peaty forest trail that provides 

the one real descent. There are a few good places  

to play along the way too.  

Most of the Long Mynd action takes place on the 

west side of Church Stretton, where the huge 

whaleback ridge of the Long Mynd itself provides 

plenty of fun. But there’s some good stuff to the 

east too, and this odd little figure of eight links them 

to make a great little medium with an abundance of 

tea shops (or even an easy bailout) at half-distance. 

The National Trust has done a great job in opening a 

few new permissive bridleways in the area recently, 

and the grand finale on this route is so new it 

doesn’t even show on the map!  

The bleak moors above Swaledale are criss-crossed 

with some excellent trails — many are the remnants 

of the area’s mining industry. This is a tough outing 

considering its modest length. It starts with a leg-

breaking climb that few will clean, but this rewards 

with a cracking singletrack drop into Langthwaite. 

It’s mainly broad moorland tracks for a while 

now — though none are boring. And then the ante 

gets upped again near the end with a drop into 

Gunnerside Gill and a final descent to Gunnerside, 

finished off with a scenic cruise along the Swale.



EASY 
ROUTE

GLEN FESHIE, SCOTLAND 
16km (10 miles)
Maps created with Memory-Map © Crown copyright Ordnance Survey 100034184
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GETTING THERE
The ride starts from the Auchlean 

car park, near the road head in 

Glen Feshie (OS35/NN851984). 

Take the B970 south out of 

Aviemore to Nethy Bridge and 

continue to Feshie Bridge. Here 

take a minor road on the left to 

the car parks a few miles down. 

BEST TIME TO GO
Best avoided in winter and when 

the rivers are in spate. If the 

Feshie looks pretty wild, take the 

diversion in the route description. 

MAPS & GUIDEBOOKS
Memory Map V5 OS Landranger 

(1:50,000)

OS Landranger (1:50,000)  

35 Kingussie 

OS Explorer (1:25,000) 402 

Badenoch & Upper Strathspey; 

403 Cairngorm  

& Aviemore  

Scotland Mountain Biking — 

The Wild Trails by Phil McKane 

(Vertebrate Graphics)

REFRESHMENTS
Take a picnic — this is a wild ride. 

FACILITIES 
Accommodation at the Glen 

Feshie Hostel, near the start 

of the route, 01540 651323, 

glenfeshiehostel.co.uk 

Also, Aviemore has plenty of 

everything. Great bike-friendly 

hotel: Ravenscraig, Aviemore, 

01479 810278, aviemoreonline.

com; excellent food and ales at 

the Cairngorm Hotel.

Top-notch local bike shop: Bothy 

Bikes, 01479 810111, bothybikes.

co.uk. Great for route info.

Aviemore TIC, 01479 810363.

OTHER OPTIONS
Check out our Lairig Ghru Easy 

from October 2013, or a more 

full-on expedition from the same 

car park in August 2014. 

WAY TO GO
START (OS35/NN851984) Auchlean car park, Glen Feshie

Turn L out of the car park and continue to the end of the road. Keep the houses 

on your R and follow the singletrack through the heather to a gate. Go through and 

wade across the river then keep SA, ignoring a track to a bridge across the Feshie, 

and ford another stream. Continue until a junction with a broad track. Turn R to the 

river and, unless the bridge has been rebuilt, wade across. (Diversion: the wade can 

be missed by crossing the first bridge and turning L to follow a forest track to 2.) 

(NN846937) Ford (wrecked bridge) near Carnachuin. Distance so far: 6.9km

Keep SA to a good track and turn R to ride beneath the memorial. Fork L onto 

a steep track and as it levels, bear R onto a peaty track that leads diagonally into 

the forest. Keep SA at all junctions and cross an open area before going back into 

the forest. Keep SA over open ground and continue to a junction with a broad track. 

Turn R and then keep SA at X-roads to drop to the road. Turn R to the bridge over the 

Feshie and rejoin your outward track to finish. 

TOTAL DISTANCE: 16KM (10 MILES)  TOTAL ASCENT: 335M (1,099FT)
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EASY 
ROUTE GLEN FESHIE, SCOTLAND 

16km (10 miles)



MEDIUM 
ROUTE

LONG MYND, SHROPSHIRE
21km (13 miles)
Maps created with Memory-Map © Crown copyright Ordnance Survey 100034184
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WAY TO GO
START (OS137/SO448942) Carding Mill pay & display

Head back down the road and turn R at the 30mph sign, through a gate. 

Turn L onto the road and follow it up and down to a T-junction. Turn L, keep SA 

at the main road, and continue down, over the railway and SA at the lights. Climb 

on tarmac for 1km and turn L onto a drive, opposite two turnings on the R. Climb 

past Gaerstones Farm and go through a gate to continue to a gate on the R. Go 

through and turn L to follow singletrack in the same direction. 

(SO475939) Gate onto singletrack. Distance so far: 3.5km

Continue for around 1km and turn R and R to climb steeply to a col at the 

top. Keep SA to descend all the way back to the road. Turn R and take the second 

L, at the top of steep hill (Chelmick, Ragdon). Climb to the top and turn R, then 

turn R again. After 200m, turn L (after a house). Drop steeply to a gate and go 

through. Keep SA across a field and follow a good track down to the road. Turn R 

and R to return to the traffic lights and retrace your tracks back to the car park. 

(SO448942) Carding Mill pay & Display. Distance so far: 11.2km

Keep SA, past your car, past the Pavilion, and up the main track that climbs 

up the valley floor. Bear R where a footpath goes L, and continue to the very top, 

where you’ll meet a good track. Turn sharp R and follow the track to a wall where 

you keep R for 1km to a R turn, just ahead of a gate. Take this, cross a boardwalk, 

and then enjoy a great singletrack descent. Keep L at a fork to drop to the road. 

Drop to a small car park and an interpretation board and turn R onto singletrack. 

(SO455955) Start of permissive singletrack. Distance so far: 19.1km

Follow this permissive singletrack around the hillside, keeping R at a fork, to 

drop to a road. Cross and ride up to a gate, where you meet another singletrack. 

Turn L onto this and follow it around the hillside again, keeping R at the Golf Club 

House, to eventually drop back to the car park. 

TOTAL DISTANCE: 21KM (13 MILES)  TOTAL ASCENT: 930M (3,051FT)

GETTING THERE
Start from the pay and display car 

park at the foot of Carding Mill 

(OS137/SO448942). This is signed off 

the B5477, in Church Stretton. Church 

Stretton is just off the A49, half way 

between Ludlow and Shrewsbury. 

Anybody west of the M5/M6 is best 

approaching from the M54 and 

heading south from Shrewsbury. The 

town has a railway station.

BEST TIME TO GO
Pretty good year-round trails but the 

area around Carding Mill Valley is 

very popular with walkers, so care is 

needed. Many of the trails in this area 

are permissive bridleways courtesy of 

progressive thinking by the National 

Trust. Hopefully there will be more if 

everyone rides responsibly. 

MAPS & GUIDEBOOKS
Memory Map V5 OS Landranger 

(1:50,000) 

OS Landranger (1:50,000) 137 Church 

Stretton & Ludlow 

OS Explorer (1:25,000) 217  

The Long Mynd

Wales Mountain Biking by Tom 

Hutton (Vertebrate Publishing)

REFRESHMENTS
You hit Church Stretton and the 

Carding Mill cafe half-way. Perfect!  

FACILITIES
Church Stretton has plenty of pubs/

cafes/chippies...

Or check out the Shropshire Hills 

Mountain Bike Centre, 01694 781 515, 

mtb-shropshire.co.uk

YHA Bunkhouse at All Stretton, 

01694 722593.

Long Mynd Bridges Youth Hostel, 

01588 650656. 

Church Stretton TIC, 01694 723133.

OTHER OPTIONS
We ran a great Hard from these  

hills in the Summer 2014 issue, and 

also a one-up, one-down Easy in 

November 2015. 

01
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MEDIUM 
ROUTE LONG MYND, SHROPSHIRE

21km (13 miles)



HARD 
ROUTE

SWALEDALE CLASSIC, YORKSHIRE DALES
38km (24 miles)
Maps created with Memory-Map © Crown copyright Ordnance Survey 100034184
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GETTING THERE
The ride starts from the Cissbury 

Ring Car Park, just south of 

Findon (OS198/TQ129077). If 

you’re approaching from the 

A24, turn L into a housing estate 

about half a mile after the dual 

carriageway ends. Rail only gets 

as close as Worthing.

BEST TIME TO GO
Chalky trails that are at their best 

when dry. It’s a busy area with 

walkers and hackers, especially in 

the holiday season. 

MAPS & GUIDEBOOKS
Memory Map V5 OS Landranger 

(1:50,000) Region 1

OS Landranger (1:50,000) 198 

Brighton & Lewes 

OS Explorer Series (1:25,000) 

121 Arundel & Pulborough, 122 

Brighton & Hove 

Rough Ride Guide to the 

South East by Max Darkins 

(roughrideguide.co.uk)

South East Mountain Biking 

by Nick Cotton (Vertebrate 

Publishing)

REFRESHMENTS
Nothing on the route but pubs 

in Findon

FACILITIES
Plenty of pubs in Findon 

B&B in the Village House 

Hotel, Findon, 01903 873350 

villagehousefindon.co.uk

Youth Hostel at Truleigh Hill, 

0845 371 9047

Worthing TIC, 01903 221066

OTHER OPTIONS
We brought you a cracking 

Medium around Glatting Beacon 

in December 2012. That would 

make a good companion route, 

or there’s plenty of great trails 

around here – grab a map and 

make it up as you go. 

WAY TO GO
START (OS98/SE046988) Dales Bike Centre, Fremington 

Turn L out of the centre and take the first R, then turn immediately L onto a 

steep lane. Turn L at the top, then R and at the end, turn L to continue to climb on a 

tarmac lane. Keep climbing until the tarmac ends and continue on a gravel track that 

eventually leads to a gate on level ground. Keep ahead, still on a broad, gravel track 

that drops to the buildings at Hurst. Keep the wall to your R and trace it around to a 

junction with a track. 

(SE045023) Hurst. Distance so far: 3.9km

Turn L onto this and follow it up for 1.5km going around to the R and L at the 

top. Leave the track here to follow BW signs to a gate. Keep SA across boggy ground 

and then follow cairns to the edge of the hillside, where the track bears sharp L and 

descends sweetly to a sharp RH bend. Stay with this to a gate on the L and go through 

to drop through the pasture to another gate. Turn R onto a good track and ford the 

river to climb to another gate. Keep SA on the drive, eventually dropping onto a rough 

track that follows the riverbank. Continue to the road and turn L to the main road. 

(SE004024) Langthwaite. Distance so far: 9.1km

Turn L, uphill, for just over 1km to an obvious track on the R (as the road bends 

L). Follow this onto open moorland and keep R at the only fork to climb around 

Cringley Hill. Drop to a gate and turn L onto the road to drop over the stream before 

climbing up the other side. Pass a faint track on the R, and a good track on the L, and 

then take a clear track on the R. 

(NY992005) Road/Bridleway Junction. Distance so far: 12.9km

Follow this for over 2km to the summit of Great Pinseat. Follow the faint track 

around to the L, with the summit cairn to the R, and descend easily to Hard Level Gill. 

Cross the stream and recross to drop to a bridge. Cross and climb onto Melbecks 

Moor. As the track goes R, follow cairns SA, but don’t be drawn L, instead keep SA to 

a post and then drop steeply down a steep (unrideable) gully to a T-junction with a 

good track. Turn R then switchback L to enjoy singletrack through mine buildings. 

(NY939012) Mine Buildings, Gunnerside Gill. Distance so far: 20.7km

Stay with this as it climbs (waymarked BW) and then traverses around the 

hillside, climbing and dropping all the time. Pass the road head and then, at Barf End, 

the track goes through a gateway and becomes a FP. Follow it (on foot), across the 

field and L to run along the edge of steep ground to rejoin the BW at a gate. Turn 

sharp R (not through the gate) and follow the track all the way down to an electric 

gate that leads onto the road in Gunnerside. 

(SD953982) Gunnerside. Distance so far: 26.2km

Turn L, then L to drop over the bridge and up the other side. Turn L and fork L 

to follow a good track out onto tarmac again. Keep SA and tarmac becomes a track 

again at Low House. Now follow this for 2km to another road and keep SA on this 

for 1km. Ignore a FP on the L then take a BW on L after 100m. Follow this SA until it 

diverts R across a field to join a good track. Stay with this out to the road and turn L 

then L again to finish.  

TOTAL DISTANCE: 38KM (24 MILES)  TOTAL ASCENT: 1,230M (4,035FT)

GETTING THERE
Start from the excellent Dales 

Bike Centre in Fremington (OS92/

SE046988). This is easiest 

reached from the east by the 

B6270 and the A6108 from 

Richmond; or from the west, by 

taking the A66 from Brough, and 

turning south a few miles east of 

Bowes. Rail’s not really practical.

BEST TIME TO GO
Mainly year-round trails but 

choose your day in winter. 

MAPS & GUIDEBOOKS
Memory Map V5 OS Landranger 

(1:50,000) 

OS Landranger (1:50,000) 

92 Barnard Castle and 98 

Wensleydale

OS Outdoor Leisure (1:25,000) 

30 Yorkshire Dales; Northern & 

Central Areas

Yorkshire Dales Mountain Biking: 

the South Dales by Nick Cotton 

(Vertebrate Publishing) 

REFRESHMENTS
Tea shop and pub in Gunnerside, 

perfectly placed near the end. 

FACILITIES 
Accommodation, parking, cafe, 

bike shop and even a bike wash 

at the excellent Dales Bike Centre 

at Fremington, 01748 884908, 

dalesbikecentre.co.uk 

Pubs in Grinton and Reeth; B&B in 

the King’s Arms, 01748 884259 or 

the Black Bull, 01748 884213.

The Grinton Lodge Youth Hostel 

is only a short distance from the 

route, 0845 371 9636.

Reeth National Park Centre, 

01748 884059.

OTHER OPTIONS
Have a crack at the Medium from 

August 2014 or an easier version 

of this from Nov 2012. Or ask the 

Bike Centre for some advice.
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GETTING THERE
Snowdon Ranger is on the A4085 

on the north shore of Llyn Cwellyn. 

Either head north from Beddgelert or 

south from Caernarfon. The nearest 

postcode is LL54 7YS.

BEST TIME TO GO
It is important to plan for poor 

conditions. This is a big mountain 

route with technical and exposed 

riding that’s harder than most black-

graded trail centres. It’s a big day, 

so check the forecast and make sure 

you’re carrying the right kit.

The trail between the Llanberis Path 

and the Bwlch Cwn Llan BW falls 

under Snowdon’s voluntary access 

agreement that states that between 

May 1 and September 31, bikers 

should avoid the trails between 10am 

and 5pm. For a summer evening ride, 

we’d suggest getting to the start of 

the Llanberis Path to start the ascent 

at 5pm on the dot. Otherwise, go for 

an early start and aim to be at the 

summit around dawn.

MAPS AND GUIDEBOOKS
OS Landranger (1:50,000) 115, 

Snowdon/Yr Wyddfa

OS Explorer (1:25,000) OL17, 

Snowdon/Yr Wyddfa

Memory Map V5 OS Landranger 

(1:50,000) Region 5, North Wales  

& Borders 

North Wales by Pete Bursnall 

(Mountain Bike Guide)

REFRESHMENTS
On the ride, the only place to eat is 

Llanberis. Try Pete’s Eats cafe.

There’s also the small, friendly cafe 

at Penceunant Isaf, just before the 

Llanberis Path. 

FACILITIES
Cycle Tech Snowdonia is a  

mobile bike repair specialist —  

07739 643872, cycletechuk.com

The Framed Bicycle Co. in Llanberis, 

theframedbicycleco.com

WAY TO GO
START (OL17/

SH563550) 

Snowdon Ranger 

lakeside car park

Turn L back onto the 

road, then R up the 

signed BW across the 

railway line. Stay R and 

follow the Snowdon 

Ranger path up through a 

series of switchbacks. As 

the trail flattens out look 

for the ‘no cycling’ sign 

marking the start of the 

access agreement. Turn L 

here onto the steep, faint 

grassy trail up to the col.

(SH572558)  

Bwlch Maesgwm.  

Distance so far: 2km

Follow the Telegraph 

Valley trail. About 500m 

after you cross a stream, 

turn R and follow the 

steep surfaced road 

down to Llanberis. Turn R 

onto the high street and 

then R again onto the 

A4086 past the Snowdon railway station to the roundabout.

(SH583596) Roundabout by the Royal Victoria Hotel. Distance so far: 7.4km 

Turn R at the roundabout onto the steep road climb past the cafe at 

Penceunant and farm building. You’ll see the well-signed Llanberis path leading L. 

Follow this trail under a railway bridge, then up the steep staircase.

(SH608560) Railway bridge by Clogwyn Station. Distance so far: 12.5km 

Go under the bridge (watching out for the steep cliffs ahead), and follow the 

path up to the summit.

(SH609543) Snowdon summit. Distance so far: 14.4km

Carry on down the steep sets of staircases past the visitor centre and follow 

the trail down, staying R at the junction with the Watkin Path. Carefully pick your 

way over the exposed ridge of Bwlch Main.

(SH604536) Junction with path. Distance so far: 15.3km

Stay R, and follow the trail down the lower flank. At the junction with Bwlch 

Cwm Llan bridleway, turn R onto doubletrack leading back to the village of Rhyd 

Ddu, then follow the A4085 back to Snowdon Ranger.

TOTAL DISTANCE: 22KM (14 MILES) TOTAL ASCENT: 1,400M (4,593FT)
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Trail saddles

G R O U P  T E S T
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 A
re you sitting comfortably? 

There are few components on 

a mountain bike as simple as a 

saddle, yet at the same time so 

crucial to our enjoyment of a ride. 

An uncomfortable saddle is literally a pain 

in the bum, and has the potential to wreck 

a big day out or expensive riding trip by 

causing discomfort, chafi ng or numbness. 

And, just as importantly, a badly chosen 

saddle can also inhibit movement when 

you need to perform a make-or-break  

manoeuvre or trail challenge.

Thankfully, fi nding a perch that won’t 

cramp your style, or wear down morale 

on a long ride, doesn’t cost big money. 

Indeed, with that in mind, we’ve assembled 

a dozen of the best saddles between £25 

and £85, and ridden the backside out of 

our shorts to test their performance. 

Choosing the right perch is an inexpensive way to 
boost your comfort; we put a dozen to the test

Words & photos: Mick Kirkman How we test
Our test saddles clocked up the miles attached to various 

test bikes, drawing on the feedback of the mbr staff and 

experienced test riders. This gave us a broad spread of 

opinions on comfort for, let’s face it, what can be quite a 

subjective component. As always, our tests are built on 

years of riding experience, but we backed this up by rating 

each individual saddle on the same bike with consistent tyre 

pressures and suspension settings, while wearing the same 

liner shorts to single out the subtle differences between 

individual brands in terms of comfort and cushioning.

U S E D  A N D  A B U S E D
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PADDING
The material commonly used for support in a saddle is called EVA, or foam 

rubber. It’s lightweight, slow to break down, and has good shock absorption 

properties. Some saddles also supplement the foam with a gel pad, which is 

essentially a viscous material suspended between the base and the cover. It 

conforms to the contours of your body and generally supports rider weight 

across a prescribed area.

LENGTH
Saddle length can enable signifi cant 

positional and weight shifts from front 

to rear, especially useful when climbing. 

Longer-nosed saddles should be 

comfortable enough to wriggle onto, but 

they can inhibit side-to-side movement 

across the top tube, which is worth bearing 

in mind if you’re a more dynamic rider.

CHASSIS
An often-overlooked aspect of comfort is fl ex within 

the chassis of the saddle. This is frequently more 

important than a squishy, deeply padded top. Basically, 

if the frame of the saddle has good shock absorption 

properties, 

there’s 

less need 

for thick 

cushioning. 

A fi rmer 

saddle chassis 

also plays a role in 

effi ciency during 

powerful, seated cranking.

RAILS 
The cheapest saddles have

solid steel rails. These are the 

heaviest, but manufacturers 

can save weight by using

hollow steel, titanium or carbon 

rails. The price goes up as you

move through the materials

but so does comfort — 

titanium has a natural 

compliance and 

carbon rails can 

be engineered 

to provide 

fl ex, 

improving 

comfort.

WIDTH
Some manufacturers produce saddles in different widths to 

better support different pelvis sizes. However, saddle comfort 

is a bit more complicated than that, and can be affected by the 

shape, length and even the angle you’re sitting at. Generally, 

wider saddles are more comfortable, but they can introduce 

more rubbing or resistance against inner thighs during 

pedalling, or when moving about on the bike. Add some grit 

and grime into this equation, and the shoulders of wider 

saddles can often be eroded by continuous use. 

J A R G O N  B U S T E R

Know your saddle

DEPTH
If you have an issue getting 

your seat high or low enough 

in your frame, especially when 

using a dropper post, it’s worth 

measuring saddle depth. There 

can be up to 1cm difference 

between saddle profi les.
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ERGON SME3-M COMP
 £ 8 4 . 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 236g • Contact: extrauk.co.uk

FIZIK GOBI M5
 £ 8 4 . 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 231g • Contact: extrauk.co.uk

FABRIC SCOOP RADIUS ELITE 
 £ 3 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 267g • Contact: fabric.cc

Designed in collaboration with downhill 

and enduro legend Fabien Barel, Ergon’s 

all-mountain-friendly SME3-M is one of the 

priciest here, but to justify the cost, the 

German brand has piled on the technology.

The shell is Y-shaped — to encourage 

inward fl ex — a specially coated outer 

material reduces friction while pedalling, 

and the padding uses a sophisticated, 

closed air-cell EVA foam placed 

directly under the sit bones 

to better support rider 

loads. Out back, the tail 

is designed to fl ex for 

further compliance, 

and the padded 

area slopes off at the 

outermost edges to enable dynamic riding 

manoeuvres without catching on shorts.

Ergon’s broad shape is one of the fl attest, 

with relatively thin mid-zone padding that 

feels way softer than it looks. In fact, together 

with the deeper channel along the centre, the 

SME3-M rides cushy and plush. The relatively 

long, broad nose is noticeably comfortable 

when leaning against inner thighs for stability 

on aggressive off-cambers, too.

It’s one of the cheaper Ergon 

saddles, but the SME3-M 

is still at the upper end of 

this test, and we noted the 

fi nish did get a little more 

scruffy and abraded than 

the other saddles.

At 126mm across, Fizik’s hand-fi nished 

Gobi is on the narrow side of the trail 

saddle spectrum, and at the fi rmer end 

too — it’s more racing snake than deep sofa. 

Manganese rails save weight, but it has a 

more rounded crown and more aggressive 

tail trim than most broader, fl atter-backed 

saddles here. 

For effi cient, unrestricted 

pedalling, and ease of 

movement off the back on 

technical descents, the 

Gobi is very highly 

rated. The nylon 

base and tail wings 

also fl ex inwards 

to adapt to a wide 

range of body 

movements and, in theory, this should be 

more comfortable when pressing legs against 

the saddle. However, the lightweight padding 

provides scant cushioning from bumps and 

vibrations on the trail, and since the chassis is 

relatively stiff too, some testers experienced 

uncomfortable pressure between the sit 

bones on long rides. For the same money 

there’s a Versus Gobi model with a deeply 

cutaway centre channel to alleviate this.

Even with abrasion-resistant Cordura 

fabric on the shoulders and tail, 

a carbon-reinforced nylon 

base ensures a feathery 

231g weight. If the shape 

suits, the Gobi M5 is a top 

quality, lightweight and 

durable saddle.

Fabric’s sleek, beautifully packaged 

Scoop is something of a benchmark perch. 

The smooth, minimal fi nish is the result of 

a three-part bonding process that melds 

the waterproof cover to a coloured base, 

uninterrupted by any stitching or staples, 

which makes it a cinch to keep clean. For 

£40, the Elite, cro-mo-railed model comes 

in a trio of profi les, with progressively 

deeper curves, suitable for everything from 

XC to downhill.

The three shapes are a matter of taste. 

Leant-forward for endurance or XC riding, 

the fl attest (and lightest) shape matches a 

more rotated hip and pelvis, while the curvier 

Radius is more trail riding-friendly, with 

extra padding and deeper-dished geometry. 

Over rough ground, all three shapes share 

an extremely cushioned feel, and feature a 

fl exible chassis that has a lot of inherent 

give, without being too twangy when 

pedalling hard. 

Being so outwardly smooth, with no Kevlar 

panels or exposed stitching, we found muddy 

shorts can slip around a bit. The overall 

height from rails to the crown is taller 

than some, which is important if 

getting your saddle as low 

as possible is a priority. 

These observations 

aside, the Scoop 

is tough, 

affordable 

and a near 

perfect 

product.  

G R O U P  T E S T

TEST 
WINNER!
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JOYSTICK BUILDER
 £ 4 4 . 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 276g • Contact: hookitproducts.co.uk

MADISON FLUX
 £ 2 4 . 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 280g • Contact: madison.co.uk

KORE DUROX SL
 £ 3 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 277g • Contact: decade-europe.com

One of the longest saddles on test, Joystick’s 

plush Builder also has a unique, centre-

stitched nose with a sharp hook. This 

pointed-down shape keeps it out of the way 

when descending, and provides support 

when balanced on the tip trying to winch up 

steep technical climbs. Cranked forward 

on its rails, the design is a neat 

solution for getting weight 

over the front on a bike with 

a slack seat angle.

The shell has a large 

cutaway underneath to 

encourage downwards 

fl ex, and this combines 

with thicker padding to 

make one of the comfi est 

seats tested. This comfort is especially 

noticeable at the mid zone, where it’s thicker 

than most, and features a deep central 

channel that extends right along the length 

of the saddle. This means the Builder offers 

a broad range of positions, either to relieve 

pressure points or to get the chest down when 

laying down the power on a tricky climb.

Joystick is shaping into a brand with some 

well-thought-out gear for real mountain bikers 

— it’s clear a lot of rider input 

has gone into this seat, and 

that has paid off in terms 

of usability. The Builder 

is slightly porky but the 

price is decent for a quality, 

durable all-mountain saddle.

The classic, curvy shape of the Flux has a lot 

in common with the deeper version of the 

Fabric Scoop. However, rather than share that 

seat’s super-sleek construction philosophy, 

the Flux uses a more traditional method, with 

stitching and stapling underneath. This means 

it costs less to produce, which allows it to 

clock in at the incredible price of £25.

We’re well-acquainted with the Flux 

at mbr, and it has consistently 

performed across multiple 

seasons and different bikes, 

always proving comfortable 

for a variety of rider 

shapes and sizes. To 

keep you smiling, the 

padding is some of the 

deepest and squishiest 

on test, but the cut of the sides and thinner 

nose ensure the Flux is unobtrusive when 

pedalling long distances. Despite all this 

stuffi ng, the weight is very reasonable for 

such a cheap saddle. 

Durability is excellent too, both on the 

cover and rails, and if you’re looking for a 

retro look, Madison also offers the Flux in a 

brown faux-leather fi nish. One thing to note is, 

if you’re the type to fl ail around off the back 

of the bike, the cutaway shaping on the tail 

can snag shorts more readily. 

But overall, it’s tough to 

knock the Flux for the 

money — the performance 

is so good, most riders 

in search of a comfy trail 

saddle need look no further.  

At under £40, Kore’s traditional-looking 

Durox is good value. It’s not especially long, 

wide or tall, but hey, if it ain’t broke, don’t 

fi x it — certainly, the Durox proved totally 

unobtrusive and trouble-free throughout 

this test.

Kore uses hollow 7mm cro-mo rails and a 

textured, embossed outer surface with thick 

stitching on the shoulders. This ensured the 

Durox was a fair bit grippier and more stable 

than some saddles when coated in wet mud. 

The logos are also embossed, making them 

tougher to rub away, helping maintain the 

Durox’s looks for longer.

The 23mm-deep foam padding is on the 

dense side, but it’s also pretty fi rm, and 

combined with the thicker nylon base, with 

its lengthways underneath cut-away section, 

the Durox didn’t compress much over rough 

surfaces, meaning it felt a little stiff at times. 

The fl ipside to this is there’s a good, solid 

base for hard pedalling, bolstered by the side 

profi le having deep shoulders, so it doesn’t 

dissipate any energy when you stomp on 

the pedals.

The Durox isn’t that light, and a 

couple of testers reckoned it 

looked a bit like a roadie 

saddle, but perhaps 

this explains why 

it makes for a 

solid choice 

for quietly 

clocking up 

miles in a 

more XC vein.  

BEST 
VALUE!
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NUKEPROOF VECTOR AM COMP
 £ 4 4 . 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 250g • Contact: hotlines-uk.com

RITCHEY TRAIL COMP
 £ 3 3

SPECIFICATION Weight: 339g Contact: paligap.cc

Distinctly modern looking, the Vector 

shares its moulded construction technique 

with Fabric’s futuristic Scoop. The upper 

waterproof cover is bonded to the coloured 

nylon base with no excess overlap, and the 

minimally padded Vector even manages to 

shave a few extra grams off the weight of 

the Scoop. 

The profi le is relatively fl at and 

fi rm and we ended up tipping the 

nose down a tad to create 

an angle to push against 

when climbing steeper 

ascents. The 

smooth tail and 

fl atter rear make 

it very easy to 

slide off the back, though this can be a mixed 

blessing in extremely muddy conditions. 

A deeply cut away central zone reduces 

any pressure on tender tissue, but since the 

side wings aren’t that fl exible, the Vector can 

feel a bit tough under the buns and against 

the upper inner thighs — especially if you 

don’t wear a liner short.

Firm but fair, the Vector feels quite racey 

overall, which matches the brand’s enduro 

and downhill image. It’s 

very easy to clean and 

great quality for the 

money, but defi nitely not 

for those riders looking for 

a saddle to isolate them 

from trail impacts. 

Ritchey’s Trail Comp is a bargain-priced, 

stitched and panelled trail saddle with a 

traditional shape. For the money, it gets 

features you’d expect from more expensive 

saddles, such as a carbon-fi bre injected 

base material, abrasion-resistant side panel 

shoulders and a patented vector wind 

housing at the rear of the saddle rails that 

aims to more evenly suspend and spread 

rider weight.

The Trail Comp uses high-

density, superlight foam 

padding to relieve sit 

bone pressure, but it 

does lie at the fi rmer 

end of the comfort 

spectrum. 7mm 

diameter steel 

rails are used to clamp the seat in place, and 

presumably contribute to the Ritchey being 

the heaviest saddle here. That aside, there’s 

little evidence of the harsh ride that cheaper 

saddles can sometimes exhibit — maybe 

due to the suspended Vector Wing design. 

Even on huge climbing days in the Spanish 

mountains, comfort was high, with no areas 

that irritated or provoked pressure points or 

sore spots. 

One observation, aside from the key point 

that it’s considerably bulkier 

than some, is the brand logo 

started to rub off the side 

after a couple of rides in 

gritty conditions, 

which doesn’t bode well 

for long-term durability.

Shimano’s in-house component brand Pro 

has one of the funkiest looking saddles on 

test with its Vulture. It’s unclear if the wide 

rear/broad-nosed shape is named after its 

avian namesake, but the unusual curves and 

strange exposed rear segment certainly had 

the testers circling inquisitively.

Where outright comfort is concerned, our 

doubts proved unfounded, as the Vulture is 

fl exible, soft and cushioned. It’s likely that 

having the widest under-chassis cut-out 

helps it bend inwards, and thicker gel padding 

also aids in this regard. This gel stuffi ng 

deforms nicely to shape, and combined 

with the shock-absorbing quality of the 

shell, delivers a very smooth ride, even on 

choppy surfaces.

The shorter, wider front portion is 

designed to add comfort during climbing, 

especially on bikes with slacker geometry. 

This nose area is well padded and feels good 

to press your weight against when muscling 

the bike, but there’s not much wriggle room 

to edge forwards when grinding up really 

steep climbs. 

Offsetting the comfort is the 

angular tail — it’s prone to snag shorts 

or loose material, and the area 

of exposed base behind the 

sumptuous padding feels 

pretty hard. At 275g, 

the Vulture is 

also packing a 

few extra grams 

compared to 

the competition.  

G R O U P  T E S T

PRO VULTURE CRMO
 £ 4 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 275g • Contact: madison.co.uk
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SDG CIRCUIT
 £ 6 9. 9 5

SPECIFICATION Weight: 217g • Contact: silverfi sh-uk.com

WTB VOLT RACE
 £ 3 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 262g • Contact: hotlines-uk.com

SPECIALIZED HENGE COMP
 £ 7 0

SPECIFICATION Weight: 237g • Contact: specialized.com

The USA-designed SDG Circuit is the lightest 

saddle on test, but it doesn’t compromise 

ride comfort. On fi rst inspection, the 

minimally padded top, mated to a twist-free 

shallow base, had us expecting a stiffer, 

XC feel. However, during tough rides over 

lumpy ground, the SDG chassis excelled 

at absorbing vibrations and bumps, and 

maintained excellent rider comfort. 

A broad cut-out in the base 

ensures the Circuit folds in 

towards the centre when 

loaded, and together with 

perfectly positioned 

padding, it always felt 

very supple and soft. 

Kevlar-covered edges 

along the sides proved tough in mud and grit 

throughout the winter, and even withstood a 

couple of huge crashes, which bodes well for 

long-term resilience. 

We like how the SDG has a coarse, textured 

material that acts as a gripper to stop muddy 

shorts slipping around. This keeps you feeling 

well planted while shifting position. It’s also 

comparatively low-profi le, which may help 

you achieve a fraction more clearance if your 

frame has a tall seat tube.  

The titanium-alloy rails, 

low weight and excellent 

performance easily justify 

the SDG’s higher-end 

price. Just don’t expect 

super-plush padding as well. 

WTB’s well-priced Volt Race happened to 

come stock on one of our longterm test bikes, 

and as such we’ve pedalled hundreds of 

miles on it with zero complaints. Immediately 

accommodating and comfy, it’s a fi t-and-

forget product thanks to the deep and 

luxurious foam padding and a deep central 

depression that reduces pressure.

The underside of the chassis uses a 

deep central slot that helps it fl ex 

to absorb bumps and impacts, 

even on really rough ground. 

With a dropped nose profi le 

and a very curvy whale-

tail, the overall shape is 

great for shuffl ing weight 

around to shift seating 

position to maintain 

traction or to relieve pressure points. The 

micro-fi bre cover has proven completely 

watertight even after extended use, and the 

chassis has shrugged off some crazy crashes 

and plenty of upside-down trail repairs with 

no ill effects.

The weight is just about competitive on the 

cro-mo railed model, but lighter versions are 

available, one even boasting a carbon chassis. 

Widths range from 135mm at the narrowest 

end (we opted for the 142mm version) up to 

the positively sofa-like 150mm 

wide. Whatever the width, 

the Volt feels more deeply 

padded than the scales 

suggest and is a tough, 

no-nonsense product that 

we rate highly.

We’ve had plenty of saddle time on the fl at-

topped Henge over the years while testing 

Specialized bikes. Slightly shorter than 

average in length, it’s very unobtrusive and 

prompted frequent rider feedback about how 

comfortable and invisible it feels while riding.

Specialized has spent a long time 

developing its Body Geometry concept, and 

some less obvious features have gone into its 

Henge design. It has a dialled shape and the 

thickly padded upper offers all-day comfort, 

whether riding fl at singletrack or climbing. 

There are also two widths available, so you 

can tailor your Henge to the width of your sit 

bones — something that can be measured by 

a good Specialized dealer. 

Extra little details include the low-friction 

coating on the nose and tail that’s very 

effective at ensuring you glide smoothly 

when pedalling or shifting weight rearwards. 

SWAT-compatible Allen key mounts in the 

base of the saddle integrate neatly with 

Specialized’s own storage solutions, and 

mean you can mount essential trail gear on 

the bike and potentially ride without a pack. 

For £70, this Comp model is plush 

and ergonomic and gets plenty of 

details but it’s a little too pricy, 

especially when there’s a 

slightly less well featured, 

similarly padded 

Henge available 

for a bargain £25, 

although it is 

heavier and 

less fl exible.
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Nukeproof Vector AM Comp £44.99 250g

Pro Vulture CRMO £49.99 275g

Ritchey Trail Comp £33 339g

SDG Circuit £69.95 217g

Specialized Henge Comp £70 237g

WTB Volt Race £39.99 262g

We’re all different downstairs. The amount of fatty 

tissue, muscle defi nition, and the size and angle 

of pelvis varies widely between riders, so what’s 

comfortable for one can be painful to another. 

Since saddles are available in a multitude of shapes 

and sizes, and also made from a variety of materials 

offering different levels of padding, it’s well worth 

trying as many of your riding buddies’ seats as 

possible to get an idea of a design that works for 

your shape. 

All that said, there was a clear consensus on 

saddle comfort and performance throughout 

testing, and it speaks volumes that several of us at 

mbr use the Fabric Scoop on our personal bikes. 

Bottom line is the Scoop not only looks great, it 

provides just the right combination of padding and 

fl ex in the chassis, whether you’re stomping on the 

pedals or dragging yourself up hills. It’s a breeze 

to wipe clean, and plenty tough enough to keep 

its looks for ages, and, crucially, never caused any 

aches or pains for our testers, however long and 

hard the riding. Just about the only criticism we can 

level at it is that it’s a victim of its own success; the 

design is so slick, you can start to slide around on 

the cover in extremely muddy conditions.

Plenty of other saddles here are extremely good 

too. Specialized’s Venge has a deep cushioned 

feel with useful friction-free edges and offers a 

unique ability 

to carry gear 

underneath as 

part of the brand’s SWAT 

storage system. Likewise, WTB’s Volt and Madison’s 

amazingly cheap (Scoop-a-like) Flux saddle are 

both supremely cushy with plenty of squish to take 

the sting out of all but the roughest tracks. 

Of the slightly more original choices, Joystick’s 

Builder deserves a mention — its unique shape not 

only looks distinctive, the hooked-down front end 

is useful if you really need to teeter on the nose 

of the saddle to grind up super-steep climbs, or 

knock out a liaison stage in a Enduro event. It also 

doubles up as a good surface to lean against while 

controlling the bike 

down gnarly technical 

descents. 

Finally, SDG’s Circuit is in with a good shout as 

being the best competitive enduro race saddle here 

— it’s already survived multiple crashes and is very 

lightweight and comfortable too. The unobtrusive 

shape never gets in the way and the grippy fabric 

cover helps you keep track of the bike in nasty, 

squelchy conditions.

Verdict

There was a clear consensus on saddle 
comfort and performance, and it speaks 
volumes that several of us use the 
Fabric Scoop on our personal bikes

PRICE WEIGHT RATING

Ergon SME3-M Comp £84.99 236g

Fabric Scoop Radius Elite £39.99 267g

Fizik Gobi M5 £84.99 231g

Joystick Builder £44.99 276g

Kore Durox SL £39.99 277g

Madison Flux £24.99 280g

PRICE WEIGHT RATING

G R O U P  T E S T

TEST 
WINNER!

BEST 
VALUE!
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Tested

YOUR 
TESTERS

PAUL BURWELL
The Richard Gere of MTB, 

but without the looks, 

acting skills or Cindy 

Crawford ex-wife — just 

the grey hair then?

ANDY MCCANDLISH
After one of the wettest 

winters ever, Macca’s 

getting a waterproof 

membrane permanently 

welded to his skin

MICK KIRKMAN
Lives in York on a hill 

(just like the grand old 

Duke) so avoided the 

big fl oods; a shame his 

local trails haven’t

JAMIE DARLOW
Put his back out testing 

a bike rack this month. 

Secretly coveting big 

wheels and more travel... 

and a step ladder

BEN SMITH
Turned 40 recently 

and seems to have lost 

his bottle on Surrey 

Hills’s gnarly jumps, no 

connection surely?

GIRO MONTARO 
HELMET
 £ 1 2 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 424g • Sizes: S, M, L • Seven colours • Contact: zyro.co.uk

 G
iro’s XEN was one of the most popular 

trail helmets ever. It married great looks 

with top performance in an affordable 

package. Sadly, it was discontinued a 

few years ago, and it’s taken Giro quite a 

while to launch a replacement, but the new XEN is 

fi nally here. Called the Montaro, it gets extended 

rear coverage and is crammed full of all the latest 

Giro technology.

First off, it’s fully in-moulded, so the micro-

shell and EPS form a solid structure. It is also 

strengthened with Giro’s Roll Cage Reinforcement, 

a sort of nylon web that’s moulded into the 

polystyrene. To add further protection the 

helmet features MIPS (Multi-Directional Impact 

Protection System) technology. This is a thin 

liner that sits between your skull and the helmet 

and it’s designed to slide slightly during a crash, 

dissipating some of the energy of the impact. 

Unlike most helmets with MIPS, Giro says the 

Montaro has been specifi cally designed around 

the liner, which means it shouldn’t impact on 

sizing or cause tightness. Unfortunately, it does 

impact on sizing and I’ve been wearing a size 

large Montaro rather the medium I usually wear 

in Giro helmets. You’ll defi nitely need to try one 

on for size and not assume it’s going to fi t like any 

previous Giro helmet you’ve worn.

Like most new enduro helmets, the Montaro 

gets a fully adjustable visor that allows you to 

park your goggles underneath when not in use, 

and built into the vents on the back of the helmet 

there are several rubber inserts to hold the strap 

in place.

Inside there is a lightweight Roc Loc Air 

retention system and several anti-microbial 

pads, which Giro says can absorb up to 10-times 

their weight in sweat. On my early test sample 

these pads started to peel apart, which Giro says 

has been corrected but it also happened on the 

production helmet.

If you ride hard, MIPS makes a lot of sense, but 

one of the things I noticed about the liner is that it 

moves quite a bit when you rock the helmet from 

side-to-side and gives the impression that it’s not 

that secure. MIPS says its liner system adds extra 

protection, and since it adds very little weight, I’d 

rather have it than not. It also doesn’t impact on 

the helmet’s ventilation and, while the Montaro 

is not as cool as a proper XC race lid, it’s way 

better vented than the old XEN, and even modern 

counterparts such as the Troy Lee A1. 

At £130 the Giro Montaro is not cheap, but it’s 

a top-quality helmet with a high 

level of protection and a ton of 

trail-friendly features — you 

just need to make sure you sort 

the sizing before handing over 

your cash.

Paul Burwell

N E W  P R O D U C T S
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What mbr 
ratings mean
Our grading 

system explained

S C O R E S  O N  T H E  D O O R S

SKS FLAPGUARD
 £ 9. 9 9 

SPECIFICATION Weight: 47g • Compatible with 26, 27.5 and 29in wheels • 

Contact: zyro.co.uk

The FlapGuard form Zefal is a little longer than most 

fork-brace-mounted guards, and has a slight amount 

of shaping, but it installs in the same way using four 

zip ties. The holes are quite far apart at the top, so it’s 

not as tight around the fork brace as some. This type 

of mudguard is fi xed in place permanently, which is an 

issue if you transport your bike in the back of a vehicle, 

as it will deform when you lay the frame and fork 

fl at. It’s easy to bend the plastic back into shape, but 

eventually it will distort, as happened to mine.

At slow speeds the FlapGuard provides reasonable 

splatter protection, but it could do with being a couple 

of inches longer at the front. 

Paul Burwell

Giro has designed

the Montaro to be

MIPS specifi c  
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1-4 5-6Something’s wrong. It’s rare, but sometimes 

a product will have a design fl aw or some 

other weakness that means we can’t 

recommend it. Steer clear. 

OK — one or two 

faults but it has 

potential.

7 

Good — 

worth 

considering.

8 

Very 

good 

— for the 

money, 

we’d buy it.

10 

Simply 

the best 

— we couldn’t 

fault it.

9 

Excellent 

— a slight 

mod or two 

and it might 

be perfect.

Shimano’s latest AM-designated fl at pedal shoe is 

now in its third generation, so what’s new? Apart 

from the new black/blue colour scheme, the main 

changes include a protective toecap, revised splash-

proof cover, an extra tensioning strap at the ankle 

and a slightly different sole profi le.

Extended ankle padding on the crank side 

remains, and a heavy-duty rubberised toe-box 

brings extra shielding against stubbing or crash 

impacts. The wrap-over lace fl ap now has indented 

folding panels with split Velcro sections underneath 

and the extra upper strap cinches the shoe tighter. 

On the trail, the cover does a good job of 

keeping out water and is super easy to clean, but 

the compression strap around the ankle isn’t long 

enough, and consistently peeled open and started 

slapping against the crankarm while pedalling. 

The new toe box is tough and should help 

stop the sole delaminating, as was 

common on the AM41, but the upper 

still loses its tightness and 

shape too quickly.

The Vibram sole 

retains Shimano’s 

exclusive compound 

and is relatively thin 

with good pedal 

feel, but grip isn’t great 

— the pins eventually erode 

the tread blocks and conform to 

the imprint of the pedal, but the shoe 

still skates around too much. This ripping of the sole 

is a worry, but worse still, the lumpy sole profi le 

at the edges and less-than-sticky rubber combine 

to degrade overall stability and comfort. Feeling 

locked-on is absolutely essential on fl at pedals, 

so I’m at a loss as to why Shimano has made the 

AM700 sole less fl at.

Over the years, the Shimano AM fl at sole shoe has 

gone up in price, while the performance, durability 

and function has gone in the opposite 

direction. It’s now getting to the 

point where it might need a total 

reboot to compete with the new 

generation of equivalently priced 

fl at pedal shoes.

Mick Kirkman

SHIMANO AM700 SHOE
£ 8 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 915g pair (size 44) • Sizes: 36-48 • Contact: madison.co.uk



PRO THARSIS 
TRAIL STEM
 £ 8 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 95g • Lengths: 35-65mm • 31.8mm bar clamp • 

Contact: madison.co.uk

I fi tted the Pro Tharsis 

Trail Stem to my Vitus 

Escarpe when I installed 

Shimano’s Di2 electronic 

groupset. This is because 

it has a hole in the top 

for the Di2 wires, and 

when you fi t the matching 

Tharsis handlebar, 

they are totally hidden, 

resulting in a clean and 

clutter-free cockpit. An 

expandable insert is 

included with the stem, 

and this allows the Di2 

battery to be mounted 

vertically inside the 

steerer tube.

If you don’t run Di2, the 

Tharsis is still a good stem 

in its own right. The best 

thing about it is that it has 

a threaded collar at the 

bottom — if you have the 

Di2 battery you can’t use 

a star nut in the steerer. 

This collar allows you to pre-load the headset bearings without 

needing a star nut, bolt and top cap. This saves 17g and quite a 

bit of money, because you don’t have to buy these parts or get 

them fi tted.

There’s even a thin spanner included to adjust the amount 

of pre-load, and even though it’s a bit short, you rarely need to 

use it. 

The Tharsis trail also has a Headlock feature on the faceplate. 

This is similar to Easton’s TopLock system and is designed to 

reduce uneven clamping on the faceplate, and it 

also makes it easier to set up.

There are stiffer stems on the market, but 

few are this light, especially when factoring 

in the weight of the star nut top cap and 

fi xing bolt.

Paul Burwell

PRO THARSIS 
TRAIL RISER DI2
 £ 1 2 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 219g • Width: 800mm • 31.8mm clamp, 20mm rise • 

Contact: madison.co.uk

To route the Di2 wires internally I fi tted a matching Tharsis 

Trail riser. This carbon handlebar has grooves in the bottom 

to accommodate the Di2 wires and hole in the centre that 

lines up with the matching one on the stem. 

It’s the full 800mm wide, but there are cut marks on 

the ends should you have issues with tight trees on your 

local trails, or just prefer a narrower bar. On paper the 9° 

backsweep and 4° upsweep are similar to the Race Face Sixc, 

but I suspect Pro measures the angles from the ends of the 

bulges rather than the centre. This means the overall shape 

isn’t as comfortable, and I found it diffi cult to get a natural 

hand position, even rotating the bar forwards or back.

In terms of price, the Tharsis Trail riser is similar to Race 

Face and Easton’s composite bars. It’s also 

light and a good width. The shape takes 

some getting used to, but if you want to 

run Di2, and have a fully clean cockpit, 

this is the only bar available that lets you 

do that.

Paul Burwell

PLATYPUS 
DUTHIE AM 15.0 
TRAIL PACK
£ 1 2 0

SPECIFICATION Weight: 749g (930g 

w/reservoir) • Reservoir: 3 litres 

• Storage: 12 litres • Colours: red, 

green, black • Contact: platy.com

I have criticised Platypus 

packs in the past for poor 

gear organisation, so it 

was pleasing to see the 

company has tackled the 

problem with the new 

Duthie AM. 

It has usefully-sized 

zip pockets on the waist 

belt, a back pocket big 

enough for basic tube and 

tools, and an excellent 

big stuffi ng area for 

pads or wet jackets. The 

main compartment is 

well-organised, using 

mesh dividers and 

zipped pockets, and it’s 

easily drawn in with four 

compression straps. A 

magnet secures the hose 

to the chest harness too 

and there’s also a fl eece-

lined pocket for your 

phone/riding glasses.

The sprung mesh back 

reduced sweat on my 

back, but it wasn’t quite 

as fi gure-hugging as I 

would like when riding 

steep and technical trails. 

Also, I am not fully sold 

on the Platy reservoir as 

there’s a particular knack 

to getting a decent fl ow 

out of the bite valve, 

although it’s very solidly 

made and has a QR hose 

and shutoff valve.

£120 is big money for a 

15 litre pack — £10 dearer 

than the equivalent 

Camelbak Mule NV for 

example — but the quality 

is impressive and the 

extra airfl ow 

is welcome. 

Andy 

McCandlish

Electric avenue:

designed to take

Shimano Di2 wires

Goodbye star nut,

hello threaded collar

Headlock prevents

uneven clamping

N E W  P R O D U C T S
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The new Mallet E from Crank Brothers features most 

of what we love about the burly Mallet DH but in a 

slimmed-down package. With the mechanism sitting 

5mm closer to the crank and an 8mm narrower cage, 

the pedal suits an enduro-style shoe best, such as the 

Mavic Crossmax or Giro Terraduro. Chamfered edges 

increase cornering clearance, and adjustable height 

pins front and rear, combined with a concave platform, 

offer good support. 

Crank Brothers’ familiar stirrup retention mechanism 

holds the cleats, with an option to run either 15 or 20 

degrees of fl oat by switching the cleats between left 

and right shoes. A key new feature of the Mallet E 

are switchable plastic plates, positioned either side 

of the retention mechanism. Dubbed ‘Traction Pad 

Technology,’ two thicknesses are supplied and it’s 

easy to change between them in order to fi ne-tune the 

height of your shoe’s sole atop the pedal platform. 

There’s also a new bearing system, which combines 

a quality Igus glide bearing and an Enduro-branded 

cartridge bearing, protected by a double seal. The 

upgrade seems to work, as both pedals are still running 

smoothly after four months of winter riding.

I’ve been a committed Shimano-phile for many 

years, so it took me a while to get used to the lack 

of an audible click as you clip in and 

out. The extra fl oat also felt a little 

alien at fi rst, but soon became 

second nature, and I immediately 

appreciated the additional support 

of the cage. I’ve tweaked the pins 

slightly — they can be backed 

out of the pedal body a couple 

of millimetres to increase grip, 

and I’ve also swapped to the 

thinner Traction Pads to 

lower the shoe in relation 

to the platform. The cleat 

sits pretty tight to the sole, so I had to use the supplied 

cleat pad as a spacer, but once set up I found it really 

easy to clip in, and the broad cage provided enough of 

a platform for my feet on the rare occasions that I failed 

to engage fi rst time.

When I started testing the Mallet 

E, I was looking forward to 

swapping back to my trusty 

Shimano XT SPDs, but 

that time has passed 

and I’m now sold on 

the Crank Brothers. So, 

while the DH Race model 

still offers the ultimate 

combination of fl at 

pedal feel and clipless 

security, the Mallet E 

is a great choice for 

anyone who rides with 

a stiffer-soled shoe and 

wants improved pedal 

clearance on rocky trails.

Ben Smith

MADISON ADDICT DWR SHORT
 £ 6 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Sizes: S-XXL • Colours: black or blue • Contact: madison.cc
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CRANK BROTHERS MALLET E PEDALS
£ 1 2 9. 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 423g/pair • Float: 15 or 20° • Colours: black/blue • Contact: extrauk.co.uk

DWR stands for durable water repellent and 

it’s a special Tefl on-style chemical treatment 

applied to the face fabric of the Addict baggy 

short when it’s made. It repels water and 

pools it on the surface of the fabric where it 

can then run off. The coating does wear away, 

but it can be renewed easily and cheaply.

To further improve the Addict’s foul 

weather credentials, it features a large 

waterproof, three-layer panel on the seat, 

which is taped on the inside to resist trail 

splatter. On the front there is double-faced, 

stretched rip-stop fabric over the knee for 

added abrasion resistance, and the short is 

also shaped in this area, so it works well if you 

wear kneepads.

The Addict features water resistant hand 

pockets and silicone print on the inside of 

the waistband to prevent any unwanted 

movement. There are double studs on the fl y 

and belt loops on the waist. My only criticisms 

are the stretchy parts of the waist adjusters 

are too long — I’ve had to put a knot in them 

— and the two large vents running right up 

the legs seem like overkill.

That said, the Addict is the perfect baggy 

for damp UK rides. It’s long in the leg, has 

a hard wearing and water-

resistant construction, 

and the stretch fabric 

fi ts really well without 

feeling bulky or 

causing overheating.

Paul Burwell
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SCOTT TRAIL MTN 
DRYO JACKET
 £ 1 5 4 . 9 9

SPECIFICATION Weight: 436g • Sizes: S-XXL • Colours: black, red, green/blue, 

light blue/dark blue • Contact: scott-sports.com

My fi rst ride with this jacket was a proper winter epic — wet, windy 

and just above freezing temperatures. Pulling the jacket on over 

a baselayer and thin riding jersey, I instantly loved it and haven’t 

changed my mind on countless rides since.

The thin, stretchy fabric allows for a close, fl ap-free fi t, which 

backs up an excellent, cosy high collar by keeping internal draughts 

down. Intelligently designed asymmetric cuffs are easy to pull on 

and protect the top of the hand.

The Dryosphere 3L fabric is nothing exceptional in terms of 

breathability. There are laser-cut ventilation holes under the arms, 

but expect to get clammy when you’re riding hard.

My other criticism of the Dryo jacket is the hood — it’s roomy, but 

not quite big enough to pull over a large trail helmet. It’s not a deal 

breaker, but a little extra room would be appreciated.

Overall, this is a cracking jacket though, and 

hasn’t been off my back for many a ride now. Fit, 

function, practicality and looks are all there in 

spades. It also packs small and is lightweight, 

so you could happily stash it in a pack 

for emergencies. 

Andy McCandlish

THULE PRORIDE 598
£ 1 0 0

SPECIFICATION • Max bike weight: 20kg • 3in tyre compatible • Contact: Thule.com

Thule’s ProRide is one of the easiest 

and quickest roof racks to fi t a bike 

into, and while this second generation 

version might look almost exactly like 

the original 591 it replaces, it boasts a 

couple of worthwhile improvements.

The ProRide system lets your bike sit 

on its own two wheels on a metal base 

running the length of the rack. A big 

cantilever arm keeps it upright, clamped 

around the down tube by softer, more 

rubbery jaws that ratchet tight enough 

to keep the bike stable. You cinch it 

closed with a big dial that tightens 

easily and locks securely. The jaws also 

have the added benefi t of rolling your 

bike into roughly the right place for the 

wheel straps, which loop over your rims 

to add further support. You can now 

tension these diagonal ratchet straps 

up in much the same way as an XC race 

shoe buckle. 

I like the ProRide because there’s no 

need to remove the front wheel, which 

saves a whole load of time and faff and 

reduces the chances of scratching the 

car with an exposed fork leg. My fi rst 

few drives were spent craning my head 

out of the window to see if the bike was 

still there, but I’ve been using this model 

for months now (and the old version for 

fi ve years) and my bike has never come 

adrift. The new model has more depth 

to its jaws and softer rubber, so it’s even 

more secure. I’ve tried to shake the bike 

loose with a spirited drive, but the Thule 

held fi rm even on the most serpentine of 

country roads.

Thule says the jaws have to bite low 

down, near the bottom bracket, and 

not where I’ve been using it in the inset 

picture. The point is, the 598 doesn’t 

fi t all bikes. It also puts your bike high 

into the wind, making a serious dent in 

your fuel economy — our experience 

suggests as much as 

10mpg. So it’s a great 

rack, but not for 

every bike… or every 

nervous driver/rider.

Jamie Darlow

A softer bite, but

it’s still secure

Ratchet-tightened

straps secure the wheels
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Nukeproof’s brand new Mega takes on last year’s test 
winner — the Giant Reign — Specialized’s venerable 
Enduro and the carbon Norco Range 

Words: Alan Muldoon  Photos: Roo Fowler

R A C E  B I K E S
E N D U R O
B I K E  T E S T
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TESTED 
THIS 

MONTH

£ 3 , 9 9 9

£ 3 , 7 9 9

£ 4 , 5 0 0

GIANT REIGN 27.5 1

NORCO RANGE C7.2

NUKEPROOF MEGA 
275 TEAM

SPECIALIZED ENDURO 
EXPERT CARBON 650B

£ 4 , 2 9 9
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ith almost as 

many different 

enduro race 

formats as models 

of bike, designers 

of enduro race 

bikes really have 

their work cut 

out. From chairlift-

accessed events in the Alps and Canada, 

to lung-bursting pedal-fests in Colorado 

and Scotland, top-level enduro racing isn’t 

just tough on riders. To be competitive, the 

bikes need to strike the perfect balance 

between speed and effi ciency on fl atter 

trails, yet still be able to blast descents that 

wouldn’t look out of place on the World Cup 

DH circuit. A compromise that is further 

complicated by the fact that minimal 

mechanical support is allowed at races, so 

the bikes need to be ultra-reliable too.

This month we’ve got four enduro race 

bikes that claim to do all of the above. Last 

year’s test winner, the Giant Reign 27.5 1, is 

back with some minor revisions to the spec 

and another shot at the perfect 10 rating 

that eluded it last time round. There are 

three bikes standing in its way however: 

the Norco Range C7.2, Nukeproof Mega 275 

Team and the Specialized Enduro Expert 

Carbon 650b. 

Given the diversity of the racing formats 

and the terrain that needs to be covered, 

our four test bikes have a surprising amount 

in common. They are all rolling on 27.5in 

wheels. They all have SRAM 1x11 drivetrains. 

They all come with SRAM Guide brakes 

and all are rocking RockShox forks — the 

Specialized, Giant and Nukeproof are 

equipped with Pikes, while the Norco has 

the brand new Lyrik. With so many variables 

eliminated, this is about as close as you can 

get to a proper frame test without actually 

building the bikes yourself.

And it is not just component parts that 

our four test bikes share, lots of small 

details born in racing have made it to 

the assembly line. All have chain devices 

fi tted as standard, because dependable 

as SRAM’s X-Sync narrow-wide chainring 

technology is, you simply can’t afford a 

derailment in competition. Dropper remotes 

are all fi tted under the bar on the left, 

taking the place of the now defunct front 

shifter. Handlebars are universally wide and 

stems are reasonably short, so few, if any, 

substitutions will need making straight off 

the bat.

One area where there’s a lot of variation 

between the brands is sizing. Giant and 

Specialized only offer three sizes (S, M, and 

L), while Nukeproof and Norco both offer an 

XL option. It will be interesting to see how 

this plays out in the test, but in the interest 

of fairness we opted to test size large bikes 

from each of the brands. A move that allows 

us to compare the sizing and fi t of each 

bike directly with its peers. Enough with the 

preamble though, if you’re intent on racing, 

what you really want to know is which bike 

is the fastest. So let’s get to it…

Tale of the test
Gradient and the type of terrain beneath your wheels plays a 

massive part in how a bike performs. Some designs excel on 

wet, low-speed, technical, rooty terrain, but fl ounder as the 

tempo increases and the hits start coming thick and fast. It’s 

why it’s so important to test the bikes on the widest possible 

variety of trails and in all weather conditions. To do that, we 

fl itted between BikePark Wales, Pedal a Bike Away at the 

Forest of Dean and the water-logged Surrey Hills. And just like 

the events that these bikes are designed for, we did a healthy 

mix of shuttling and pedalling to reach the top of the trails.

CONTROL TYRES
To make the testing process as fair 

as possible, we fi tted folding bead 

2.3in Maxxis High Roller II tyres to 

all of the bikes in this test. Prices 

start from £36.99, extrauk.co.uk

W H E R E  A N D  H O W

The bikes need to 
strike the perfect 
balance of speed 
and effi ciency

Enduro by name... but is

the Specialized good

natured enough to win?

BikePark Wales dishes

out a huge variety 

of testing terrain

B I K E  T E S T
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£ 3 , 9 9 9

 G
iant is the master of aluminium 

tubing manipulation and frame 

construction, but its bikes have 

sometimes been out of step with 

current trends in geometry and 

sizing. The 160mm travel Reign instantly 

addressed that. Long, low and genuinely 

slack, the Reign brought Giant straight up to 

speed in every sense.

Given Giant’s reputation, it’s hardly 

surprising that the alloy Reign frame is 

stacked with contemporary features, 

including an oversized head tube, press-fit 

bottom bracket, 142mm back end and 

internal cable routing. Less commonplace, is 

how the rear shock is mounted on bearings, 

rather than bushings, to reduce friction and 

increase grip. 

Giant achieved this low-friction design in 

two ways: first came the co-pivot assembly, 

where the lower shock mount shares 

the same pivot hardware as the lower 

suspension link. Then Giant added small 

sealed bearings to the rocker links to further 

reduce friction. It’s a really neat design and 

it yields genuine performance gains.

SUSPENSION
Giant’s Maestro suspension design has gone 

through various revisions over the years, 

but the set-up on the Reign is easily the 

best to date. Twinned with the RockShox 

Monarch Plus rear shock, the 160mm 

suspension offers plenty of support, but 

it’s not lifeless like the Norco, so the bike 

is still really dynamic. It’s super sensitive 

off the top too, so the level of grip on offer 

is equally impressive. Yes, there’s some 

movement in the shock when pedalling 

hard, but adding a couple of tokens to the 

air can instantly improved that.

Given how accomplished the rear 

suspension is, last year’s Reign felt 

hamstrung by the lack of support in the 

Dual Position Air Pike fork. This year, Giant 

has switched to a Solo Air Pike and the 

suspension now feels perfectly balanced. 

The fork still gets a custom offset (46mm 

instead of 42mm) to make the steering feel 

lighter, but seeing as the Reign has a super 

slack head angle it feels normal in most 

situations. When there’s limited traction the 

front wheel will tuck under more readily 

than with a regular offset fork though.

COMPONENTS
It’s not just the fork spec that’s changed 

either. The Reign is now rolling on DT Swiss 

M1700 wheels instead of XM1501s. We 

consider this a downgrade, as not only is it a 

cheaper wheelset, but they are 200g a pair 

heavier despite running identical width rims. 

And while we’re on the subject of value, 

the basic SRAM GX chainset doesn’t really 

cut it on a £4K alloy bike. The Giant Contact 

SL saddle doesn’t cut it either, as it’s just too 

easy to snag your shorts on the cutaway tail 

section when riding off the back. 

PERFORMANCE
From the get go, the Giant Reign 27.5 1 

had a pace to it that very few enduro bikes 

can match. Even pedalling along the road 

seemed to required less effort than the 

other bikes in this test, and that’s with 

our control tyres fitted and the pressures 

compensated for different rim widths. 

Enduro races aren’t won or lost on liaison 

stages though, and it was the Reign’s ability 

to carry speed in every situation that won us 

over once again. 

You never need to second-guess how 

GIANT REIGN 27.5 1
SPECIFICATION
Frame ALUXX SL-

Grade aluminium, 

160mm travel

Shock RockShox 

Monarch Plus RC3

Fork RockShox  

Pike RCT3 Solo Air, 

160mm travel

Wheels DT Swiss 

M1700, Schwalbe Magic 

Mary/Hans Dampf 

27.5x2.35in tyres

Drivetrain SRAM X1  

32t chainset, X1 r-mech 

and shifter

Brakes SRAM Guide RS, 

200/180mm

Components Giant 

Contact SL saddle and 

800mm bar, Truvativ 

Holzfeller 50mm stem, 

RockShox Reverb 

Stealth 125mm

Sizes S, M, L

Weight 13.6kg (30lb)

Contact giant-bicycles.

com

GEOMETRY
Size tested L

Head angle 64.6°

Seat angle 67.9°

BB height 342mm

Chainstay 438mm

Front centre 780mm

Wheelbase 1,218mm

Down tube 709mm

Top tube 641mm

Reach 458mm

The three-position compression 

lever on the Monarch shock 

makes it easy to firm up the rear 

suspension for climbing

SRAM Guide RS brakes, with 

a massive 200mm rotor 

up front, keep the Giant’s 

runaway speed in check

Giant’s 800mm bar and 

50mm Truvativ stem give 

optimum control and 

minimise the steering quirks 

MRP’s AMG Guide helps 

keep the chain on and 

protects the chainring 

from rock strikes

VERDICT
Some bikes are fun to ride, others are 

plain fast. The Giant Reign 27.5 1 is 

something of an enigma in that it’s 

an eye-wateringly quick race bike, 

but still a barrel of laughs on a social 

ride. Maybe it’s the subtle flex of the 

quality alloy frame that makes it such a 

forgiving ride. Equally, it could be the 

superbly tuned rear suspension that 

never gets hooked up and lets you keep 

pressing ahead. Either way, if we had 

entered an enduro race, it would be the 

first bike we’d reach for. Even if it won’t 

win any awards for  

value, it’ll give you  

the best shot at a 

podium finish. 

the rear suspension is going to react, and 

high-speed square-edge hits don’t chip 

away at your speed the way they do on 

other designs. Best of all, the supple action 

of the Monarch shock means the Maestro 

rear suspension is always working overtime 

to ensure that there’s ample traction for 

braking, or putting down the power in a 

sprint finish. 

Yes, the steering on the Reign feels 

a touch light with the increased fork 

offset — which has a similar effect on trail 

measurement as steepening the head 

angle — but given how good the Giant feels 

straight out of the box we’re worried that 

changing it may upset the balance of this 

finely-tuned race weapon.

B I K E  T E S T
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There’s the rub: GX

chainset looks like

penny-pinching

Giant needs to reign

in the Pike’s offset 

and too-light steering

Maestro suspension

has never felt plusher,

with upper bearings

HIGHS
Fast and 

fun in equal 

measure

LOWS
It’s a little 

overpriced
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£ 4 , 2 9 9

 W
hen we tested the alloy 

Range in April 2013 it was one 

of the very first 27.5in enduro 

bikes. We were instantly 

impressed by the Range’s 

ability to devour steep, nasty terrain and 

still pedal efficiently enough to make light 

work of the climbs. A lot has changed in 

those three years since, however, and delays 

in production meant the carbon Range 

was late to market. The question is, has it 

remained relevant, given how much the 

competition has moved on?

By far the biggest shift has been 

the widespread adoption of SRAM’s 1x 

drivetrains — the benefits of which need no 

further discussion. What’s rarely discussed, 

however, is how switching to a single 

chainring impacts suspension performance. 

So while the Specialized benefits from 

swapping to a smaller 30t chainring, the 

Norco doesn’t as its already high level 

of chain growth and pedal kick-back are 

further increased.

SUSPENSION
2016 sees Norco swap the 160mm Pike for a 

170mm Lyrik, a move that slackens the head 

angle a touch and raises the bottom bracket 

a hair, all the while boosting stiffness up 

front. The action of the Lyrik differs from 

the Pike too; the increased negative spring 

volume making it much more sensitive to 

small bumps. It’s easier to set up than the 

Pike too, as upping the air pressure seems 

to be a more effective way of increasing 

support than adding Bottomless Tokens, 

making to easier to adjust trailside.

The same, however, can’t be said of 

the Cane Creek DB Air rear shock. With 

the recommended damping settings, 

the 160mm travel rear suspension felt 

too sluggish in rebound and harsh in 

compression, and it would buck you on 

big square-edge hits. Opening up the 

low-speed damping wasn’t enough to 

resuscitate the rear suspension completely, 

and we suspect that the increased pedal 

kick-back plays a part in the back wheel’s 

tendency to rear up. 

COMPONENTS
In keeping with the stiffer fork, Norco has 

fitted a 35mm diameter Race Face Atlas bar 

and matching stem to shore up the front 

end — no bad thing when the handlebar  

is 800mm wide. SRAM’s XX1 carbon 

chainset isn’t the stiffest, but it’s great to 

see Norco fitting the 170mm version so you 

can keep the pedals revving on off-camber 

trails and technical climbs. The stock 

Schwalbe tyres — a super-soft VertStar 

Magic Mary up front, and the stiffer Super 

Gravity casing on the rear — are perfect  

for chair lift-assisted, high-alpine bombing, 

but painfully slow for most UK-based 

enduro racing. 

PERFORMANCE
Without gravity on our side, or a tailwind 

giving us a gentle push, the Norco Range 

C7.2 felt slow and lifeless, which it why it’s 

so important to keep those 170mm cranks 

spinning at all times. Even swapping the 

heavy-duty Schwalbe Magic Mary tyres for 

harder compound Maxxis rubber wasn’t 

enough to inject a sense of urgency into the 

Norco. It still felt painfully slow on all but 

the steepest trails. Here, the Norco showed 

flashes of brilliance — it’s very composed 

under braking, and the carbon front end has 

a nice damped feeling to it. 

NORCO RANGE C7.2
SPECIFICATION
Frame Range  

carbon/aluminium, 

160mm travel

Shock Cane Creek DB 

Air with Climb Switch

Fork RockShox Lyrik RC 

Solo Air, 170mm travel

Wheels Formula/

DT350 hubs, Alex Volair 

2.7 rims, Schwalbe 

Magic Mary Snakeskin/ 

SG 27.5x2.35in tyres

Drivetrain SRAM XX1 

30t chainset, X1 r-mech 

and shifter

Brakes SRAM Guide 

RS, 180mm

Components Race Face 

Atlas 800mm bar and 

50mm stem, RockShox 

Reverb Stealth 125mm, 

WTB Volt Race saddle

Sizes S, M, L, XL

Weight 14.1kg (31.1lb)

Contact evanscycles.

com

GEOMETRY
Size tested L

Head angle 65.9°

Seat angle 67.6°

BB height 345mm

Chainstay 430mm

Front centre 750mm

Wheelbase 1,180mm

Down tube 700mm

Top tube 626mm

Reach 433mm

360 degree pivot hardware 

is designed to eliminate 

play in the bearings. Bolts 

look agricultural though

Syntace x12 rear axle, a one-

piece welded link and a tapered 

head tube keep the Norco 

tracking in a straight line

Mismatched travel: the 

Range C7.2 gets a 170mm 

fork married to 160mm 

travel on the rear 

Gravity-Tuned geometry 

tailors the chainstay length to 

each frame size to maintain 

balanced proportions

VERDICT
Norco was an early adopter of 27.5in 

wheels, but progress on the Range C7.2 

has stalled when it comes to sizing. As 

such, the Range is simply too short to 

be a confident, comfortable race bike. 

The rear suspension needs work too, 

and perhaps a more lively shock like a 

Monarch Plus would unlock its potential. 

At 14.1kg (31.1lb) with our lighter 

control tyres fitted, the Range is also 

carrying way too much timber. It’s 

probably why Norco fitted the 30t 

chainring to help stop you gassing out 

so quickly on the climbs. 

A diet would be a more 

effective cure for 

oxygen debt though. 

Unfortunately, the gravity-fed trails 

where the Norco’s suspension started to 

come to life also served to highlight just 

how much frame sizing has moved forward 

in the last three years. The size large Norco 

Range is simply too short. 

Given that we had almost an inch and a 

half of exposed seatpost on the large, and 

knowing what we know now, we’d instantly 

upsize to the XL to gain more reach. Even 

so, the Range still wouldn’t be as long as the 

size large Nukeproof or Giant.

The real elephant in the room, however, 

is that Norco has produced a carbon enduro 

bike that’s a pound and half heavier than 

the aluminium Giant Reign, and sizing up to 

the XL will only make it heavier still.
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Cane Creek shock is a

damp squib on the Norco,

feeling sluggish and slow 

Syntace axle keeps the

back end clean, but there’s

no QR wheel access

Slick detailing, with

sculpted head tube and

internal cable routing 

HIGHS
Planted and 

solid, with a 

great spec for 

the price

LOWS
Too heavy, too 

short and too 

slow
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 L
aunched just a few months ago, 

the Nukeproof Mega 275 Team 

is the newest of our test quartet. 

As such, the sizing is bang up to 

date. Sporting a 460mm reach 

measurement, the size large Mega can lay 

claim to being the longest bike here, even 

if it only exceeds the Giant by the thickness 

of a gear cable. Nukeproof one-ups Giant 

in the sizing stakes though, as it also offers 

an XL option for riders over 6ft tall. There’s 

even a 29er version of the Mega for anyone 

who just wants to go fast and isn’t bothered 

about looking cool or being on-trend.

With hydroformed tubes and a neat 

wrap-around shock linkage, the new 

Mega has a more refined profile than its 

predecessor. It’s not simply had the rough 

edges smoothed out though; the suspension 

layout has changed too. Gone is the trusty 

old single-pivot design, replaced instead by 

a new four-bar linkage. With a pivot just in 

front of the rear axle, and a counter-rotating 

upper shock link, it’s similar in concept to 

Lapierre’s longstanding OST design. 

Like other brands, Nukeproof has settled 

on 160mm travel for its onslaught on the 

enduro race circuit, with RockShox taking 

care of suspension duties. Unlike other 

brands, Nukeproof has bucked the trend 

for internal brake and gear routing, and 

guess what? There’s not the slightest bit of 

cable rattle!

SUSPENSION
Based on feedback received at the 

launch, Nukeproof has since increased 

the compression tune on the RockShox 

Monarch Plus shock to offer more support. 

This subtle change allows you to run lower 

shock pressures without the bike ripping 

through its 160mm travel in a heartbeat. 

And an added bonus being that you can run 

more sag — typically 40 per cent using the 

shock markings — as the bike tended to ride 

too high in the travel previously. 

Given that the Mega is pretty long and 

slack, there’s less weight on the front tyre 

than on the Norco and Specialized. As such, 

we ran the 160mm Pike Solo Air slightly 

softer. Not only did this improve grip and 

steering control, by making it easier to load 

the front tyre, it felt more in tune with the 

amount of sag we were running at the rear. 

COMPONENTS
Grips are easy to change, but they are 

also your first point of contact with a bike, 

so they need to be dialled. We found the 

Nukeproof ones a little hard, and we’d have 

preferred more rubber between the palms 

of our hands and the bar. 

There’s no faulting the 150mm drop 

Reverb, however, as it allows you to slam 

the saddle all the way down on the steepest 

descents and totally eliminates the need for 

a quick-release. With that in mind, all frames 

should use the bigger 31.6mm seat tube 

that the 150mm Reverb requires. 

PERFORMANCE
Handlebar width really alters your 

perception of sizing. So even though the 

Mega was the longest bike on paper, the 

760mm bar made it feel shorter, especially 

when coming from the Giant, with its 

massive 800mm bar. To confuse matters 

further, the steeper seat angle, that makes 

climbs that much more bearable, eats into 

top tube length too. 

Out of the saddle, bombing descents on 

the Mega 275 Team, those thoughts couldn’t 

NUKEPROOF MEGA 275 TEAM
SPECIFICATION
Frame 6061 T6 

aluminium, 160mm 

travel

Shock RockShox 

Monarch Plus RC3

Fork RockShox Pike 

RCT3 Solo Air, 160mm 

travel

Wheels SRAM Rail 

50 wheels, Schwalbe 

Magic Mary/Nobby Nic 

27.5x2.35in tyres

Drivetrain SRAM XO1 

Carbon 32T chainset, 

r-mech and shifter

Brakes SRAM Guide 

RSC, 180mm

Components 

Nukeproof Warhead 

760mm bar and 

50mm stem, RockShox 

Reverb Stealth 150mm, 

Nukeproof Vector AM 

saddle

Sizes S, M, L XL

Weight 13.9kg (30.6lb)

Contact nukeproof.com

GEOMETRY
Size tested L

Head angle 64.6°

Seat angle 72.1°

BB height 346mm

Chainstay 432mm

Front centre 784mm

Wheelbase 1,216mm

Down tube 709mm

Top tube 611mm

Reach 460mm

With four frame sizes and 

models to choose from, 

getting a Mega that fits your 

inside leg measurement and 

pocket depth won’t be an issue
SRAM Rail 50 wheels 

are specced but our test 

bike came equipped with 

Mavic Crossmax XLs

Matching Maxle Lite axles 

front and rear make fixing 

punctures a little less painful

VERDICT
Nukeproof has done an amazing job 

with the new Mega. With clean lines, 

good geometry and an appropriate size 

range it’s transforming something of an 

ugly duckling into a gracious swan.

It’s a bike that you know you could 

instantly be competitive on, in any style 

of enduro race. To give riders a real 

competitive edge though, Nukeproof 

needs to get the shock tune totally 

dialled. At present you have to run the 

rear suspension quite soft to prevent 

the BB from riding high, which in turn 

makes the bike less 

manoeuvrable and 

too easily unsettled 

under braking.

be further from your mind. Still, given that 

Nukeproof actually makes an 800mm version 

of the Warhead bar, it seems crazy that 

it doesn’t fit it as standard. Such a simple 

change would open up the cockpit and give 

you more room to manoeuvre, and if you find 

it’s too wide for your local tree spacing, it can 

always be trimmed down to suit. 

Traction on the Mega feels really good 

when trying to get the power down on 

rough, slippery trails, and it’s probably a 

result of running so much sag on the rear. 

In that respect it’s more neutral than the 

Giant under power. The flipside is that the 

Nukeproof doesn’t feel anything like as 

manoeuvrable as the Giant, even though 

they are so close in terms of length.

Mix and match Schwalbe tyres: 

Magic Mary front with softer 

Trailstar compound for grip, and 

a faster rolling Pacestar Nobby 

Nic out back for speed
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SRAM’s excellent X01 

transmission provides

slick, fast gear shifts

Quality crankset and

neat E13 chain device

guarantee reliability

A custom shock tune

would unlock the 

Mega’s true potential

HIGHS
Great 

sizing and 

geometry 

LOWS
Rear suspension 

rides a little too 

high
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 W
ith a carbon front end that  

has been recycled from the 

old 26in Enduro, and a  

new 650b aluminium rear 

end, Specialized’s Enduro 

Expert Carbon 650b is very much a bike of 

two halves. 

Sounds a bit like a cut and shut, doesn’t 

it? To be fair to Specialized though, all of the 

numbers add up. While morphing the old 

Enduro into the new 650b version, the head 

angle got slacker, the bottom bracket got 

lower and the wheelbase got longer, all the 

while retaining 165mm of bump munching 

travel at the rear. In fact, the only telltale 

sign that the front end is from the old 26in 

bike, is that it still sports redundant cable 

guides that predate the introduction of 

stealth dropper post routing.

Woven from FACT 11m carbon, the front 

end on the Expert Carbon is bomber solid. It 

is super stiff, but it does feel more wooden 

than the Norco. There’s no obvious weight 

penalty either, because at 13.1kg the Enduro 

Expert Carbon is the lightest bike here.   

SUSPENSION
A new addition to the Enduro Expert is the 

Öhlins STX22 shock. It gets the exact same 

adjustments as Öhlins’ TTX coil shock, but 

uses an air spring and a single-tube damper 

design to save weight. Three low-speed 

compression settings are available at 

the flick of a lever, the third of which is a 

‘Stability’ mode for climbing. It’s no lockout 

though, and it’s not really firm enough to 

make a massive difference on the climbs. 

With the shock in full open mode, the rear 

suspension on the Enduro felt too active, 

forcing us to compensate for the constantly 

changing dynamic geometry by shifting our 

weight a lot. Flicking the shock to the mid 

compression setting instantly cured it. 

Less easy to fix was the incessant 

knocking in the 160mm travel Pike RC fork. 

Initially we thought it was due to the less 

sophisticated damper, but we’ve had good 

experiences with these in the past, so we 

started to dig a little deeper. Opening up 

the Solo Air spring revealed that too much 

grease had been used when assembling 

the air piston, so the negative spring wasn’t 

getting charged properly. A quick strip and 

rebuild was all it needed. 

COMPONENTS
We’ve been banging on about Specialized 

bikes coming with overly long stems for a 

couple of years now, and the 650b Enduro 

is no exception. In this instance, however, 

the 60mm ‘XC’ stem is probably there to 

make the size large bike feel a little longer 

than it really is. In fact, when combined 

with the massive amount of lay-back on the 

Command post, the seated riding position 

on the Enduro feels pretty stretched, even 

though the reach measurement is the 

second shortest in the test. The 780mm 

Demo bar has a touch too much backsweep 

for our liking, but at least it helps kill off 

some of the stem length. We love the XL Sip 

Grips though. 

PERFORMANCE
With a 50mm stem fitted, the excess grease 

stripped out of the fork, and the Öhlins 

STX22 shock in the mid-compression 

setting, the Enduro Expert Carbon no 

longer felt like a limping rocking horse. 

Pumping out close to 170mm of rear travel, 

it relished hard-packed, fast trails where the 

Öhlins rear shock took on all comers, big 

SPECIALIZED ENDURO EXPERT CARBON 650B
SPECIFICATION
Frame FACT IS-X 11m 

carbon/M5 aluminium, 

165mm travel

Shock Öhlins STX22

Fork RockShox Pike RC 

Solo Air, 160mm travel

Wheels Roval Traverse 

wheels, Specialized 

Butcher/Slaughter 

Control 27.5x2.3in tyres

Drivetrain SRAM GX 

S-2200 Carbon 30t 

chainset, XO1 r-mech, 

X1 shifter

Brakes SRAM Guide RS, 

200/180mm

Components 

Specialized Demo 

780mm bar and 60mm 

XC stem, Command 

Post IRcc 125mm, BG 

Henge Expert saddle

Sizes S, M, L

Weight 13.1kg (28.9lb)

Contact specialized.

com

GEOMETRY
Size tested L

Head angle 65.4°

Seat angle 68.7°

BB height 354mm

Chainstay 424mm

Front centre 772mm

Wheelbase 1,196mm

Down tube 701mm

Top tube 609mm

Reach 443mm

Proprietary Öhlins STX22 

rear shock and FSR linkage 

suspension pump out 165mm 

of smooth, controlled travel

Smart component choices 

and a carbon front end make 

for an impressively light 

13.1kg (28.9lb) package

Chunky Butcher tyre up front 

for maximum cornering grip, 

semi-slick Slaughter out back 

reduces rolling resistance

New Command IRcc dropper 

has 10 micro settings in 

Cruise mode and a neat 

under-bar remote lever 

VERDICT
There are very few brands that could 

use a six-year-old frame design and  

get away with it. And while this 

highlights just how far ahead of the 

sizing curve Specialized was, the Enduro 

is starting to look a little long in the 

tooth, or maybe that should be short in 

the top tube. 

If you’re under 6ft tall, it’s still a great 

option though. The FSR rear suspension 

feels sublime partnered up with the 

Öhlins shock, it’s competitively priced, 

given how light it is, and you know it’s 

going to be reliable. It’s 

just not as fast as the 

Giant on typical UK 

enduro trails.

or small. It’s helps, too, that the super-stiff 

carbon frame was unflinching while railing 

berms or slamming drops. 

Make no mistake though; the Enduro 

isn’t just a one trick pony. It’s agile too, and 

can be danced through a rock garden or 

popped over roots by simply dropping your 

heels and preloading the suspension. 

Get the Enduro on softer ground, 

however, and the stiffness of the frame 

appeared to work against it. It doesn’t  

seem to yield as readily as the Giant, so 

it’s easier to get bounced off line by sniper 

roots and rocks. Still, for high-adrenaline  

fall line bombing, you’d be hard pushed to 

find a better companion than the Enduro 

Expert Carbon. 
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Less is more when it

comes to stem length: 

we fitted a 50mm

Ohlins shock works well,

but only when flicked to 

mid-compression setting 

Thumbs up to Spesh

for fitting the dropper

lever under the bar

HIGHS
Bomber-solid 

package with 

amazing 

suspension

LOWS
XC stem and 

limited size 

range
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 R
egardless of format or location, enduro 

racing is all about getting from point A to 

point B in the shortest possible time. In 

order to do that, you need to be super-fi t 

and a skilled bike handler, but you also 

want to be riding the fastest available bike.  

And when the clock starts ticking, you can 

guarantee that the furthest thing from your mind 

will be the subtle differences between SRAM’s 

Guide R and RS brakes, or the specifi cation of 

the rear derailleur you’re rocking. Sure, everyone 

wants the highest possible level of equipment for 

their money, but this should never eclipse outright 

performance when buying a bike, and it certainly 

wasn’t the focus of this test.

Instead, we set out to fi nd the enduro bike that 

made everything easier. First and foremost, the 

winner needed to be an effi cient climber, so as 

to save energy that could be put to better use on 

timed stages. Overall weight plays a part here too. 

It also needed to carry speed effortlessly when 

your quads are burning but there’s no opportunity 

to sit down and rest. Away from the gaze of the 

media, lots of enduro stages are pedally as hell, 

so a suspension design that gets the power down 

effectively, when your heart rate is red-lining, is 

every bit as important as being able to take the hits.

The Giant Reign 27.5 1 was the bike that did all 

of these things better than any of the others in this 

test. But even though it was the standout bike, once 

again it still didn’t score top marks. That’s primarily 

because Giant has taken one step forward — by 

switching to a Solo Air Pike — and two steps back 

by fi tting heavier DT Swiss M1700 wheels.

It’s not the only reason though. We know of two 

Conclusion

Our test winner’s stablemates

This could be the strongest bike in the Reign 

fl eet. You still get exactly the same top quality 

alloy frame and geometry as the £4k bike; 

it’s just the parts adorning it that have been 

downgraded to hit the target price point. All in, 

it would be a great privateers’ race bike.

The Advanced 27.5 0 gets a stiffer and lighter 

carbon front end, and it’s the bike that Giant’s 

team riders use. Additional weight-saving 

upgrades include a carbon bar, DT Swiss XM1501 

wheels and a full SRAM XX1 drivetrain. Best of all, 

it looks like a weapon in the team colours.

enduro bikes that can match the performance of 

the Giant at a fraction of the price. Although we 

don’t want to take anything away from Giant for 

producing a formidable race bike, the only reason 

the Canyon Strive and YT Industries Capra weren’t 

in the running is due to availability issues — so it’s a 

bit like winning a best-of-the-rest test.

The Strive and Capra have both scored perfect 10 

ratings in the past, albeit in separate tests. So it’s time 

both stepped into the ring for the ultimate enduro 

prizefi ght. It’s a bout that’s likely to go the distance 

and neither brand will pull any punches. Best of all, 

there’s no need to go to Vegas or subscribe to Sky 

to watch the action unfold… it will all be here in all its 

gory detail in the July issue of mbr. Needless to say, 

it’s going to be the enduro bike test NOT to miss.
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When it comes to 

sheer pace, the Giant

reigns supreme

£ 2 , 1 9 9 £ 5 , 4 9 9

GIANT REIGN 27.5 2 GIANT REIGN ADVANCED 27.5 0

R A N G E  F I N D E R
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We can’t emphasize enough how important it is to get the correct size bike. 

The test crew at mbr are all an inch either side of the 5ft 10in mark and our 

go-to frame size is large. That’s no guarantee that a bike is going to be big 

enough, though.

As you can see from the reach measurements in the geometry chart 

opposite, there’s 27mm separating 

the shortest bike, the Norco Range, 

from the longest, the Nukeproof 

Mega. That’s more of a jump 

than most manufacturers go up 

between frame sizes!

If in doubt, always go for 

the bigger size as you can fi t a 

shorter stem later to adjust the 

bar position. Just make sure you 

can still get the dropper post low 

enough in the frame. 

Make/model Giant Reign 27.5 1 Norco Range C7.2 Nukeproof Mega 275 Team Specialized Enduro Expert C 650b 

Price £3,999 £4,299 £3,799 £4,500

Weight 13.6kg (30lb) 14.1kg (31.1lb) 13.9kg (30.6lb) 13.1kg (28.9lb)

Contact giant-bicycles.com evanscycles.com nukeproof.com specialized.com

FRAME

Sizes S, M, L S, M, L, XL S, M, L, XL S, M, L

Size tested L L L L

Frame material ALUXX SL-Grade aluminium Range carbon/aluminium 6061 T6 aluminium FACT IS-X 11m carbon/aluminium

Suspension fork RockShox Pike RCT3 Solo Air RockShox Lyrik RC Solo Air RockShox Pike RCT3 Solo Air RockShox Pike RC Solo Air

Rear shock RockShox Monarch Plus RC3 Cane Creek DB Air w/CS RockShox Monarch Plus RC3 Öhlins STX22

Front travel 160mm 170mm 160mm 160mm

Rear travel 160mm 160mm 160mm 165mm

WHEELS 

Hubs DT Swiss 15/142mm Formula/DT350 15/142mm SRAM Rail 50 15/142mm Roval Traverse 15/142mm

Rims DT Swiss M1700 Alex Volair 2.7 SRAM Rail 50 Roval Traverse

Spokes DT Swiss Stainless steel SRAM DT Swiss

Tyres
Schwalbe Magic Mary/Hans Dampf 

27.5x2.35in

Schwalbe Magic Mary Snakeskin/ 

SG 27.5x2.35in

Schwalbe Magic Mary/Nobby Nic 

27.5x2.35in

Specialized Butcher/Slaughter 

27.5x2.3in

GROUPSET

Shifters SRAM X1 SRAM X1 SRAM X01 SRAM X1

Front mech MRP AMG Guide e13 guide e13 LG1 N/A

Rear mech SRAM X1 SRAM X1 SRAM X01 SRAM X01

Crank SRAM X1 32T SRAM XX1 30T SRAM X01 Carbon 32T SRAM GX S-2200 Carbon 30T

Bottom bracket SRAM GXP PressFit SRAM GXP PressFit SRAM GXP SRAM PF30

Brakes SRAM Guide RS SRAM Guide RS SRAM Guide RSC SRAM Guide RS

Rotor sizes 200/180mm 180mm 180mm 200/180mm

COMPONENTS

Saddle Giant Contact SL Neutral WTB Volt Race Nukeproof Vector AM BG Henge Expert

Seatpost RockShox Reverb Stealth 125mm RockShox Reverb Stealth 125mm RockShox Reverb Stealth 150mm Comand Post IRcc 125mm

Handlebar Giant Contact SL 800mm Race Face Atlas 800mm Nukeproof Warhead 760mm Specialized Demo 780mm

Stem Truvativ Holzfeller 50mm Race Face Atlas 50mm Nukeproof Warhead 50mm Specialized XC 60mm

Rating

N O T E S  O N  T H E  N U M B E R S

S P E C I F I C A T I O N

Keep it on the down low 

This month’s bikes at a glance

TEST 
WINNER!

Giant Norco Nukeproof Specialized

A Head angle 64.6° 65.9° 64.6° 65.4°

B Seat angle 67.9° 67.6° 72.1° 68.7°

C BB height 342mm 345mm 346mm 354mm

D Chainstay 438mm 430mm 432mm 424mm

E Front centre 780mm 750mm 784mm 772mm

F Wheelbase 1,218mm 1,180mm 1,216mm 1,196mm

G Down tube 709mm 700mm 709mm 701mm

H Top tube           641mm 626mm           611mm 609mm

I Reach 458mm 433mm 460mm 443mm
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 W
hen you shoot close to 

100,000 photos during the 

course of a year — mainly 

thanks to some speculative 

spray and pray action at 

the World Cup — it becomes tricky to 

choose one standout image. It would be 

appropriate to select one from the races, 

since that forms the bulk of my work, 

and I guess my own personal favourite is 

influenced more by the content, than the 

quality of photo.

Steve Peat is the man responsible for 

launching my professional photography 

career, some five years back, and three 

years ago, on July 28, I snapped this shot 

of his World Cup race run in Andorra. 

Sadly, Cam Cole had just been involved 

a huge crash and there was a 30-minute 

delay while the air ambulance extracted 

him. During this time, I had bench-cut 

myself into the steep, slick Andorran dirt  

to try and get a different angle on the  

final chute. 

I was attempting to pull more of the 

crowd into the shot, and every now and 

then, in true European fashion, someone 

would light up a cigarette and the smoke 

would drift and morph into light rays 

across the track. Just moments before 

Steve arrived, my footing gave way and 

I slid out down the bank. A frantic scurry 

to get back up, one pinned race run and 

a completely involved crowd later, Peaty 

hit the sweet spot of the shot with a glint 

of sun on his helmet acting as the icing on 

the cake.

Hailing from Steve 

Peat’s hometown of 

Sheffield, young Mr 

Philpott has quickly 

built up a reputation 

for innovative race 

coverage. Along 

with Joe Bowman, 

he creates content 

for Steel City Media, 

and his maths degree 

means he can tot up 

restaurant bills.  

A S  C H O S E N  B Y. . .

I had bench-cut myself into the steep, 
slick Andorran dirt to try and get a  
different angle on the final chute

PHOTOGRAPHER
DUNCAN PHILPOTT,

Where: Vallnord, Andorra

Who: Steve Peat

When: July 2013

Photographer: Duncan Philpott
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