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The Cowboys have surprised one and all with their 
magical 2016 season, but head coach Jason Garrett 

knows his team must focus on what lies ahead.
By Mickey Spagnola
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The Cowboys will need to put up points to 

overcome the high-powered Packers.
By Mickey Spagnola
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n a year that saw Dallas inish as the best 
team in the NFC, our yearly awards have 

a de inite Cowboys lavor.
By Jeff Sullivan
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TACKLING THE ‘NET!
The foundation of the  Cowboys’ entire 

program under Jason Garrett is a simple 
one: “Fight. Fight to be your best. Fight to uphold the standards that we have in 
everything that we do. Fight for each other.” But just as the Cowboys  fought their 
way to 13 wins as a team, their roster is comprised of 53 players who fought to 
reach this point. Every challenge and adversity is different, but the Cowboys’ ap-
proach to all of them has been the same: Fight. Get to know the members of the 
Cowboys and how they’ve resolved to #FinishThisFight through an online video 
series now playing on DallasCowboys.com. You won’t want to miss it.

The Cowboys are still rolling, which means 
your fantasy football action can be as well if 
you enter the NFL Playoff Challenge. Each 
week during the postseason, select a team of 

eight players and then compete against either your friends or join an existing 
group. And the top prize is a trip to Super Bowl LII! Find out more and play today 
at PlayoffChallenge.fantasy.nfl.com.

Follow the team on Twitter (@dallascowboys), but also keep up with our 
crack staff of writers: Nick Eatman (@nickeatman), Bryan Broaddus (@Bryan-
Broaddus), David Helman (@HelmanDC) and Rob Phillips (@robphillips3).

The next issue of Dallas Cowboys Star Magazine will be mailed on Jan. 16, 2017.

CONTACT US:
ADDRESS:
Publications, One Cowboys Way, Frisco, Texas 75034

SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS/CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
(877) 632-2697, Opt. 8 or 
dallascowboysstar@dallascowboys.net

EDITORIAL EMAIL: editor@dallascowboys.net

TWITTER: @DCStarMagazine
FACEBOOK: Dallas Cowboys Star Magazine
SNAPCHAT: @cowboys
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A Deserving Honor  
Brandon Carr has a moment to himself as he waits 

on his fellow teammates outside the locker room before a 
Cowboys game earlier this season. On Jan. 4, the veteran cor-
nerback was named the winner of the team’s 2016 Good Guy Award, 
which is voted on by the local media. He was lauded for his consistent 
cooperation with the press, no matter how he played or whether the 
Cowboys won or lost. 

The DFW chapter of the Pro Football Writers of America annually 
honors a player for his outstanding work with the team’s beat 
writers. Receiver Roy Williams won the first Good Guy Award in 
2009, followed by quarterback Jon Kitna in 2010, defensive end 
Marcus Spears in 2011, tight end Jason Witten in 2012 and wide receiver Dez 
Bryant in 2013. Defensive end Jeremy Mincey then became the first back-to-back winner 
in 2014-15. Congratulations, Brandon!

– Jeremiah Jhass/Dallas Cowboys 





Now that this here magazine is well on its way down that long walkway to becoming a thing of the past, I 
suppose it’s OK to start pulling back the curtain a little bit.

For most of you, this will come as no surprise, but for anyone unaware, it should serve as a fair explanation 
as to why, after more than 40 years, Dallas Cowboys Star Magazine is nearing the end of its print run. Here’s the 
thing: Almost the entire magazine is written at least a week in advance. 

That it seems timely at all is the result of smoke, mirrors and diligent planning. But the reality of printing a 
full glossy mag on paper, then shipping it around the country in time for the next week’s game means that the 
editors must push “send” within hours after the previous week’s game has been completed. 

So that’s why players who were hurt the week before make it on the cover. That’s why only a few pages are 
devoted to the most recent game itself. That’s why this very column is usually so generic. We can’t predict the 

future. And unlike the writers at DallasCowboys.com, who update the narrative continuously each day, we only get one shot per week.
This is all a precursor to the big admission that, at the time of this writing, I don’t know who the Cowboys are going to face in their 

NFC Divisional Playoff game on Sunday. It could be the Packers, Giants or Lions. That much I know. I would have varying degrees of 
con idence in the Cowboys facing any of them. And that’s what I want to get to in this column.

This has been a remarkable Cowboys 
season in that doubt – a huge factor in 
the fan experience in almost any season 
– has been so removed. Despite the loss 
to New York in Week 1, I didn’t really 
doubt that they would beat Washing-
ton in Week 2 because they appeared so 
close to putting everything together in 
the opener. And after seeing them beat 
the Redskins, I didn’t doubt they would 
easily handle a down Chicago team. And 
we knew they could beat the 49ers. And 
so there they were, 3-1, and looking like 
a machine. Some seemingly tougher 
games lay ahead, but the team was clear-
ly on a roll. And then opponents started 
falling like dominoes. A three-game win-
ning streak turned into an 11-game win-
ning streak. 

I did have a sneaking suspicion they 
would lose to New York in Week 14, but 
that was based on the law of averages – 
that what goes up must come down at 
some point – and the circumstances of 
going on the road against an opponent 
who knew them well, plus playing in 
the cold. And despite the result, I didn’t 
doubt that the Cowboys were better 
than the Giants. They may have lost twice head to head, by four combined points, but the evidence from this season is overwhelming 
that the Cowboys are superior to every team in the NFC.

This season is not like the others. This team has given us no reason to doubt them. I’m reminded of the 1990s, when those Cowboys 
dynasty teams entered the playoffs and everyone knew they were going to win.

The elements are removed this week. There’s no cold. There’s no going on the road. And with new stars, there is no lingering pres-
sure from past disappointments. There’s no doubt.

I don’t know who the Cowboys are playing this week. And yet I know they’re going to win.
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NO DOUBT
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COMMUNITY COWBOYS
THE STAR HOSTS WHATABURGER COACHES OF THE WEEK  

On Dec. 29, The Star hosted the 12 recipients of the weekly Whataburger Dallas Cowboys Coach of the Week award. During their 
visit they toured the facility, viewed practice and spoke with Cowboys head coach Jason Garrett. 

This year’s Coach of the Week winners were Vance Gibson (Frisco); Joey McCullough (Plano East); Todd Peterman (DeSoto); Mike 
Robinson (North Mesquite); Chris Jensen (Trinity); Mark Behrens (Sachse); Todd Lawson (Fort Worth Dunbar); Chris Melson (Mans-
ield Legacy); Randy Jackson (Grapevine); endrick Brown (Little Elm); Lee Wiginton (Midlothian eritage); and ody Groves (Mes-

quite Poteet).
The coaches were chosen by North Texas football fans as having made a positive impact on their teams, school and community 

through their hard work and dedication to young athletes. 
The goal of the Coach of the Week program is to give high school football coaches the recognition they deserve and provide schools 

inancial assistance to maintain and upgrade their football programs. n the last 19 years, the Coach of the Week program has provid-
ed over 190 grants totaling more than $280,000 to area football programs.
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HIGHLAND PARK’S RANDY ALLEN NOMINATED FOR SHULA HONOR
Randy Allen was selected as the Dallas Cowboys nominee for the Don Shula NFL igh School 

Coach of the Year Award. Representing the best at the high school level, Allen was nominated for 
the national honor for his character and integrity, leadership and dedication to the community, 
commitment to player health and safety, and on- ield success.

aving recently closed out his 18th season as head football coach of ighland Park igh School, 
Allen led his team to a 5A Division  Texas State Championship with a 1 -  victory over Temple 

igh School. This marks the Scots second state championship under Allen’s tenure, the last com-
ing in 2005 with current Detroit Lions quarterback Matthew Stafford at the helm.

Allen’s main goal, though, is not to win championships but to create successful husbands, fa-
thers and businessmen through the training tool of football. e is the author of two books on the 
subject: Coaching by the Book and Coaching Character. Allen’s wife, Carolyn, also assists her hus-
band in his mentoring duties in an effort to show students a healthy family dynamic.

Coach Allen’s outstanding record on the ield speaks for itself. What is even more impressive to me is the impact that he has had on 
so many young men off the ield during his years at ighland Park,  said Jason Garrett. The character and discipline that is so evident 
in his teams on the ield becomes a part of these young men off the ield during their high school years and beyond.  

Allen will be recogni ed during the NFL’s weeklong celebration of football at the 201  Pro Bowl in Orlando. e will also visit Pro 
Bowl practices, participate in the USA Football National Conference and attend the Pro Bowl at Camping World Stadium.
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Flint’s View

 HOMETOWN: San Jacinto, Calif. 
WHEN I BECAME A COWBOYS FAN: When the Dallas Cowboys became the 
Dallas Cowboys.

FAVORITE ALL-TIME COWBOY: Roger Staubach

FAVORITE CURRENT COWBOYS: Sean Lee and “Old Reliable” himself, 
Jason Witten

MOST-UNDERRATED COWBOY: Bill Bates

LAST GAME I ATTENDED: The Philadelphia at Dallas game on Nov. 8, 
2015. It was for our 44th wedding anniversary and to also celebrate my 
service as a Vietnam veteran.

FAVORITE COWBOYS WIN: It seems like no matter what team we could be 
playing, an 0-12 team or 12-0 team, we will always have haters, so any 
win that silences hate against our ’Boys.

MY GAME-DAY RITUAL: Having each other in the warmth of our 
home dressed in our Cowboys jerseys. The numbers include 
4, 9, 12, 21, 22. And let’s not forget 8, 50, 40, back up to          
82 and all three 88s!

MOST-PRIZED COWBOYS POSSESSION: Knowing 
that our four kids and 18 grandchildren are all 
Cowboys fans.

WHAT MAKES ME THE BIGGEST COWBOYS FAN: 
My wife and I can sit here for hours writing 
why – we even have a PowerPoint presenta-
tion if needed – but to keep it simple, we 
have 89 years of experience between us 
loving our Cowboys. Do you think we 
qualify?

COWBOYS COMMENTS/MEMORIES: There are only two types of fans in the NFL: Cowboys fans and those who wish to be!

COWBOYS ARE: Our family tradition. And when we say “family,” we mean the entire Cowboys Nation!

PR
ES

EN
TE

D 
BY

ROBERTO DIAZ

Roberto with his wife, Ernestina.
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OK, when you talk about rare memorabilia, this thing 
here is really rare. But, admittedly, we’re cheating a little 
because this new little “prop” has never been made avail-

able to the public.
If you’ve been to a game this year at AT&T Stadium, you’ve probably seen Big 

Rob and his dancers entertaining the crowd from their seats in the 300 Level. If 
you haven’t, well, you’re miss-
ing out.

But over the last couple of 
months they’ve added this 
Ezekiel Elliot “Feed Me” sign 
to their routine, complete 
with a rotating elbow that 
mimics the star running 
back’s trademark gesture. 
Obviously it’s become a big 
hit, with even Zeke himself 
seemingly getting a kick 
out of it.

Only a handful have 
been created … for now. 
Here’s hoping, though, 
that we can eventually 
get our very own because 
this is, like the rookie 
himself, a true treasure.

Hidden Treasure
 Buried down in the archives of the Cowboys’ rich history lies a bounty of unique, and oftentimes strange, memorabilia.

editor@dallascowboys.net or mail to 
Dallas Cowboys Publications

Lee







ON THE SIDELINES with Kristi Scales

They are Amer-
ica’s Sweethearts, 
often imitated but 
never equaled. The 
iconic Dallas Cow-
boys Cheerleaders 
are a global brand 
with a unique sto-
ry that started 56 

years ago with a team president’s outside-
the-box idea and a local high school teach-
er’s pluck.

This is the point in the story where we 
introduce you to Dee Brock, the original 
manager/director of the Dallas Cowboys 
Cheerleaders. During the recent Spirit of 
DCC Alumni Dinner, Brock told the tale of 
the birth of the DCC. The year was 1961.

“I was a high school teacher, a part-time 
model, and a full-time mother of three 
young sons when I learned about what 
might happen with the Cowboys,” recalled 
Brock. “A friend of mine did PR and told 
me I should go talk to [team president 
and general manager] Tex Schramm be-
cause he had this idea of having models 
on the sidelines. When I arrived and met 
Mr. Schramm, he said he wanted to have 
models leading cheers.  

“You can laugh at that idea. I sure did! I 
had been a cheerleader in high school and 
I knew it was strenuous and hard work. 
And the models I knew in the Dallas mar-
ket, most of them didn’t have the stamina 
for that, let alone wanting to do it for free. 
That’s not the model way! 

“After I laughed at his idea, Mr. Schramm 
said, ‘Well, what would you do?’ And there 
was the opening and the birth of the Dal-
las Cowboys Cheerleaders.”

So how did Brock take Schramm’s idea 
and make it practical?

“What I did was have a countywide try-
out for all the girls who were cheerleaders 
at their local high schools who wanted to 
cheer for the Dallas Cowboys,” explained 
Brock. “We had about 200 applicants and 

we chose 12 girls. They were wonderful!  
“We progressed from the irst team, 

which did a fabulous job, and each year it 
seemed they all got better. Over the years 
we advanced from being cheerleaders to 
being sort of a part-time drill team, and that 
meant we had to learn dancing and add 
some more pep to our already peppy girls.  

“When we went to our second Super 
Bowl [played in January 1972], I came 
back to Mr. Schramm and told him we 
needed to get some older girls. He said, 
‘Old?’  I said, ‘Eighteen!’ I’m tired of going 
to Super Bowls and having a line of par-
ents tell me to take care of their little girls. 
I wanted girls who were old enough to 
take care of themselves.”

The change in philosophy would lead to a 
change in identity, namely the iconic out it.

“We opened up the number of people 
who could audition, and with the older 
girls came more attention to dancing and 
a new costume,” said Brock. “Up until that 
point, the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders 
had been popular, but when we came out 
in the new costume, they became famous. 
A number of invitations and opportunities 
arose. It made it important that we have a 
full-time director.  

“Mr. Schramm invited me to be the di-
rector, but by that time I was a college pro-

fessor and working on developing college 
credit courses via television, which was a 
new concept in the early 1970s. I couldn’t 
be the director because I was involved in too 
many other things, so I had to decline. But 
the cheerleaders went right on and lour-
ished without me. Soon after that, I moved 
to Washington D.C. and worked at PBS, but I 
promise you this, the Cowboys cheerleaders 
remained in my heart the entire time.”

Texie Waterman was hired as chore-
ographer in 1972. And Suzanne Mitch-
ell, who irst worked for the Cowboys as 
Schramm’s assistant, of icially took over 
as DCC director in 1976. During the Spirit 
of DCC Alumni Dinner, Brock made special 
mention of Waterman and Mitchell.

“I’m very sorry that the late Suzanne 
Mitchell and the late Texie Waterman are 
no longer here, but I’m not exaggerating 
to say that they’re still a part of the spirit,” 
said Brock. “I think the DCC will be im-
portant for a long time, and I’m thankful 
to be a part of the history. 

“I want the DCC to always remember 
that they’re a part of history. The girls who 
came before, and the ones who came af-
ter, make a wonderful pageant and parade 
through time. They’re bound by friend-
ship to one another and loyalty to team 
and pride of place.”

15DALLAS COWBOYS STAR MAGAZINE

Do you have a question about the Cowboys or life on an NFL sideline? If so, email Kristi at KScales@DallasCowboys.net or write to Kristi Scales, Dallas Cowboys Radio Network, One Cowboys Way, Frisco, TX 75034
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ON AIR With so much to cover in so little time, On Air with Dallas Cowboys Star Magazine 
hosts Josh Ellis, Shannon Gross and Kurt Daniels can’t address all the great 

Twitter questions they get from fans each week, so they rounded up the
best fan feedback and responded to a few of them here.

KURT: Unless you take the offensive line as a whole, it has to be one of the two 
rookies, right? And it’s hard to argue with Ezekiel Elliott’s production. I mean, he 
led the league in rushing and posted the third-highest rookie rushing total in NFL 
history despite sitting out the final five quarters of the season.
SHANNON: The offensive MVP, though, I think hands down is Dak Prescott. I 
know Zeke has had a phenomenal year, but other than him, you pretty much 
have the same team you had last year. And remember last year when your quar-
terback went down? What happened to your season? The Cowboys were 4-12 
with the fourth leading rusher in the 
league.
KURT: Despite Elliott’s success, for 
my money I think the award has to go 
to Prescott as well. You’re right.
JOSH: No argument from me. Quar-
terback is the most important posi-
tion. Always. Now on defense, the 
playmaker is Sean Lee.
KURT: He again finished among the 
league’s best in tackles and is the 
unquestioned leader of that group. 
Without him, I don’t think the defense 
is anywhere near as successful.
JOSH: There are a few guys worthy of 
conversation, though. I think Anthony 
Brown and Brandon Carr have played 
really, really well despite not always 
having a pass rush to make them 
look good. And Byron Jones has been 
great, too. The defense has definitely 
put together a great team effort.

JOSH: I wouldn’t be worried about the penalties. This team is mid-
dle of the pack in the NFL in penalties. It seems like they have a 
lot of them to disrupt drives, but that’s only because the offense 
puts together a lot of long drives. It’s only a problem anecdotally.
SHANNON: Yeah, I don’t think they’re any more undisciplined than 
any other team. They finished 2016 ranked 18th as far as most 
penalties in the league, so in the lower half. I bet if you watched 
other teams as much as you do the Cowboys, you would see that 
it appears that way for everyone.

KURT: But I really believe the only thing that can derail this run to 
the Super Bowl is the Cowboys themselves. Everything is ramped 

up in the postseason. 
The competition is ob-
viously much better. 
A few ill-timed flags 
or a turnover or two 
could bring a quick 
end to this thrill ride. 
If they can limit the 
mistakes, though, this 
team should be un-
stoppable.
JOSH: One area where 
I would say that it 
is crucial to avoid 
penalties is special 
teams. The Cowboys 
don’t have a great re-
turn game, so they at 
least need to not hurt 
their field position 
with holding calls and 
blocks in the back.

JOSH: Could you get a great defensive player for 
Tony Romo? I think the logistics behind that trade are 
tough. First, any team trading for Romo is trying to 
win now, so they don’t want to give up established 
talent. And sending out a big salary cap hit while also 
bringing one in is probably untenable. 
SHANNON: You just don’t see blockbuster deals in the NFL, so I wouldn’t expect to see a name as big as J.J. Watt 
in a trade deal.
KURT: I don’t know enough about what other teams have or trade values and such to take a guess at specific 
players. I have a hard enough time just keeping up with the Cowboys. But if they can pull off something like what 
the Eagles did with Sam Bradford, which saw Philadelphia receive first- and fourth-round picks from Minnesota, 
I’ll be happy. And there just might be enough desperate teams out there to make something like that happen.  
SHANNON: I wouldn’t be too surprised if they just have to cut him.

PRESCOTT

ROMO





Know what was kind of annoying during the bye week? And no, for 
once this season it has nothing to do with the quarterbacks. Instead, it 
was everyone obsessively analyzing who the “best” opponent would be 
for the Cowboys to play.

Well, it’s really difficult to beat the same opponent three times in the 
same season, right? So maybe the Giants would be best.

Then again, that Packers secondary is really inexperienced, and it 
doesn’t play well on the road, just 4-4 in four of the past five seasons, so 
yeah, let’s play Green Bay.

Let’s be greedy, though. The Cowboys already dismantled the Lions 
once, in a game that really didn’t even have any meaning. If Detroit can 
knock off the Seahawks, then that’s more or less another bye week and 
it’s one game from the Super Bowl.

Guess what? The Cowboys are the No. 1 seed in the NFC with home-
field advantage until a quick flight to Houston if they can win their next 
two games. They are the favorite; they went 13-2 in games they tried 
to win and lost those two by a combined 
four points.

It shouldn’t matter which team they 
face. The Cowboys aren’t trying to find 
an easy route to success. They are more 
than willing and able to beat the best. 
They also match up just fine with whoev-
er the NFC opponent is. 

Maybe it’s the mentality of the last 20 
years. People won’t allow themselves to 
be confident. By the time Sunday’s game 
kicks off, the fans and even some media 
are going to be thinking the opponent is 
Lombardi’s Packers. No team in the con-
ference won more than 11 games be-
sides Dallas, and we can safely assume 
the Cowboys would have won 14 if the 
finale meant more than circumcising a mosquito. (That has to be my all-
time favorite Jerry Jones line, and I fully intend to use it as often as pos-
sible for the remainder of my writing days.)

Since the league instituted home-field advantage for the playoffs in 
1975, the No. 1 seed in the NFC has lost just eight times, including the 
Cowboys coming off a 13-3 finish in 2007. Top seeds in the NFC have also 
won the Super Bowl in 15 of those years. 

Again, this goes back to my original point: It doesn’t matter the team, 
the Cowboys should win these next two weeks. If they lose, it’s not be-

cause they didn’t match up well with the opponent. If they lose, something 
went wrong, be it untimely or even fluky turnovers, or an opposing player 
having a career day. Even then, Dallas is almost unfairly healthy. I can’t 
fathom a team being healthier entering a postseason game. Green Bay 
spent the last month or so pulling guys off practice squads and the street 
to play in its secondary.

Let’s look at the last three years: Carolina put up 80 points in two wins 
before losing to Denver in the Super Bowl. The year be-
fore that, Seattle needed a miracle finish against Green 
Bay in the NFC title game before losing a miracle finish 
in the Super Bowl, and the year before that, the Sea-
hawks beat New Orleans, San Francisco and Denver to 
claim their first Lombardi Trophy.

Obviously, a lot of these words could look idiotic if 
the Cowboys lose that first game. I get it. There’s just 
no reason to think that’s going to happen. There is so 
much parity among the remainder of the NFC. And then 
there’s this dominant team that really, honestly and truly, 
wasn’t far away from running the table. That talk never 
started because of the Week 1 loss, but think about it. 
Think about how easily this team could have been 15-0 
entering that Philly game.

Can promise everyone that Patriots fans aren’t wor-
ried about who they play. They expect to win. That was 

the same mentality of the Cowboys’ fan base back in the 1990s and even 
for a good long stretch before that. Those Super Bowl losses to the Steel-
ers were stunning to them, not expected.

Think it’s time to start thinking that way again, at least for the next 
two weeks.

18 DALLAS COWBOYS STAR MAGAZINE

TRIVIA TIME
1) Name the four teams the Cowboys have played at least  
 three times in the divisional round of the playoffs.
2) Name the four teams the Cowboys have a 0-1 record   
 against in the postseason.
3) Who is the only quarterback to start a playoff game   
 against the Cowboys for two different teams? 

TRIVIA ANSWER
1) Packers (4 times) Rams (4), Vikings (3) and Browns (3)
2) Colts, Cardinals, Giants and Seahawks
3) Brett Favre

SOME OF THE THOUGHTS THAT
RUN THROUGH AN OVERSIZED,
BALD HEAD

JEFF SULLIVAN

JONES
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 Jeff Sullivan collaborated with Charles Haley on his new autobiography, Fear No Evil: Tackling Quarterbacks and Demons on My Way to 
the Hall of Fame (TriumphBooks.com). Follow Jeff on Twitter, @SullyBaldHead, or email comments to jsullivan@dallascowboys.net.

CRYSTAL BALL
Aaron Rodgers is the best 
quarterback I’ve ever seen 
play, it’s just that there’s not 
enough around him to over-
come the Cowboys. The skill 
position players are who we 
talk about in terms of the fans 
and media, yet those on the 
fronts win and lose games. Dallas has a supremely superior offen-
sive line to Green Bay’s pass rush, and is about even on its front 
seven against the Packers’ offensive line. That more times than 
not equates to a double-digit win. Cowboys advance, 27-16.
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Would be shocked if three of the four home teams didn’t 
win this week, Patriots-Steelers in the AFC, Cowboys-Fal-
cons in the NFC. For whatever reason, that bye week has 
become more of an advantage the last two or three years. 
Those teams are reasonably healthy, none more so than 
Dallas, and the extra six or seven days to game plan is 
ginormous. Only Kansas City may come up short.

Sean Lee being named to the All-Pro team was beyond de-
serving and further illustrates what a joke the Pro Bowl 
voting process has become. Of the 50 voters, 41 had Lee 
on their First Team. Of the entire league. If the Cowboys 
win the Super Bowl, the player I’m going to be the happiest 
for is Jason Witten. Second, though, is Lee. Both have been 
great to deal with over the years. Both are much more in-
tense than most realize, too. Much different backgrounds, 
upbringings, yet I always find myself telling folks how sim-
ilar they are. I’d be willing to bet if you asked them which 
teammate they have most admired over their careers, they 
would pick each other, too.

Everyone is talking about the possibility of the Patri-
ots-Cowboys in the Super Bowl, which would break all the 
ratings records, but the Steelers look pretty lethal at the 
moment. And it’s not like cold weather in Foxboro in the 
AFC Championship Game would be a shock for Pittsburgh. 
Also, seems like the Falcons are kind of under the radar. 
They could outscore anyone in the league in terms of a 
40-38 kind of win. They aren’t winning any 21-20 games.

Cole Beasley led the Cowboys with 833 receiving yards, 
which are the fewest for the team leader since 2003, when 
Terry Glenn led the corps with 754. While that seems like 
forever and a decade ago, there was a 21-year-old rookie 
tight end who finished that season with 35 receptions for 
347 yards and a touchdown. Yes, Jason Witten.

Go back and look at the 2013 NFL Draft. It’s a mess. We’re 
talking not that far off from the 2000 NBA Draft, where the 
best player is arguably Hedo Turkoglu or Michael Redd. For 
those who recall, the Cowboys were absolutely crucified 
over the coals for trading down in the first round and tak-
ing Travis Frederick. Well, he’s one of two from the class to 
be named to three Pro Bowls along with Bears guard Kyle 
Long. The top players after four years, along with Freder-
ick, are Steelers running back Le’Veon Bell and Chiefs tight 
end Travis Kelce. If he can stay healthy, Cardinals safety 
Tyrann Mathieu could be a consideration, too.

The wild-card weekend has become a bore of late, nine 
of the 12 games the last three seasons have been dou-
ble-digit decisions. Not a fan of adding postseason berths, 
either, although I know Jerry Jones is. I kind of like that 
20 teams stay home; makes the regular season so much 

more meaningful. When I was growing up, 16 of the 23 NBA 
and NHL teams qualified for the playoffs. That’s ridiculous. 
The NFL makes it hard, outside of the lame eight divisions 
where you have situations like 7-9 Seattle hosting and 
beating 11-5 New Orleans six years ago. Can’t believe that 
epic Marshawn Lynch run was that long ago.

Honestly, without any research, think of the top-five in-
dividual NFL plays you’ve seen. Talking about games you 
remember watching. That Lynch run would be in there. 
The James Harrison Super Bowl interception return has 
to be first. Barry Sanders had that run against the Patriots 
during my freshman year of college, which we were actu-
ally listening to on the radio because they never sold out 
home games back then. Saw it that night on SportsCenter. 
That Tony Romo play with the snap going like four feet over 
his head and still running for the first down, that was pret-
ty sick. And give me Bo Jackson’s 90-plus yard run when 
he jumped over some dude. Maybe against the Bengals.

There’s no reason to dive into this with any more words 
than needed so here goes, and trust me on this: There is a 
0.0 percent chance that Tony Romo plays for the Cowboys 
next season. Not 0.1 mind you. Seems like a lot of folks 
don’t realize that, which is kind of stunning. Also, no team 
is trading a young, talented player for him. At best, proba-
bly a conditional third-round pick if he’s not released.

I do not think Jaylon Smith will be the team’s best de-
fensive player next season. I do think he will be in 2018. 
And yes, he’s going to be 100 percent when training camp 
rolls around, probably even before that, but the team will 
proceed with super-duper caution.

That Giants-Packers game was everything an NFL game 
could be in terms of how nothing really matters until it 
matters. At one point in the first half, the Giants had nearly 
200 total yards while the Packers had less than 10, yet 
New York only led 6-0. Have to take advantage.
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IN A YEAR THAT SAW DALLAS FINISH AS THE BEST TEAM IN THE 
NFC, OUR YEARLY AWARDS HAVE A DEFINITE COWBOYS FLAVOR.

by Jeff Sullivan

to the point of several award winners being included as well as four players on the All-Pro 

mitt Smith in 1993 would have won the honor in the 57-year history of the Cowboys. For a 

On to the awards … 

Philip Rivers.

able to his team than Ryan.
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OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 
MATT RYAN, 

This award is 100 percent based on statistics and has nothing to 
do with being the most valuable to his team. Sure, there are occasions 
when the same player has won both, and deservedly so. There’s just a 
signi icant di erence between the two.

That said, Ryan led the league in total QBR, edging out Brady with 
Dak Prescott third. Ryan was also second in yards and completed 

0 percent o  his attempts. h, he easily led in the rating system the 
league itsel  uses as well, at 11 .1, which is among the highest in  
history. It’s all the more impressive that Ryan threw or 0  yards 
with six touchdown passes and zero picks in the last two weeks mi-
nus wide receiver Julio Jones.

In addition, Ryan didn’t throw more than one interception in a 
game. e really didn’t have a bad per ormance, either, his 1 -o -   
passing or  yards and a touchdown at Philadelphia in eek 10 
his worst game.

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR: 
KHALIL MACK,  

This is probably the most open competition o  the bunch. t least 
our players, maybe even ive or six, could win. Really a shame Sean 
ee didn’t have a ew takeaways this season because that 

was the only missing ingredient to his case.
Denver’s on iller was running away with this or three 

months, just a ridiculously dominant irst 1  games with 
1 .  sacks and  uarterback hits. Then he registered two 
hits and zero sacks over the remaining our games, although 
he did have  tackles and a orced umble, so he didn’t dis-
appear entirely as some have suggested.

tlanta’s ic Beasley Jr. led the  with 1 .  sacks and six 
orced umbles, but he didn’t do much else, barely averaging 

a tackle per game otherwise, similar to Dwight reeney back 
in the day. andon ollins on the iants also deserves con-
sideration with 1  tackles and six takeaways.

owever, ack earns my nod behind  tackles, 11 sacks, 
our orced umbles, two umble recoveries, three breakups 

at the line and  uarterback hurries. e also saw dou-
ble-teams on almost every play, and along with arr was 
most responsible or leading the Raiders to the postseason.

OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR:  
EZEKIEL ELLIOTT,  

This is impossible. Dak Prescott had, statistically speak-
ing, not to mention wins and losses, the most accomplished 
rookie uarterback season in the history o  the . lliott 
did not or running backs. ric Dickerson in 1  is still 
the gold standard and the argument could be made or arl 

ampbell and eorge Rodgers.
It’s so even – throw in Prescott’s rushing numbers, l-

liott as a receiver and blocker – that there’s no right an-
swer here. ope ully they split the vote and each win, but 
I wasn’t bailing on making a pick. In the end, the di erence 
was that lliott dominated the other running backs in the 
league, whereas I don’t think anyone believes Prescott was 
the best uarterback in the . Despite 1  carries the last 

two games, lliott led the league in rushing by 1  yards. e had 1  
runs o  at least 0 yards when no one else had more than 11. e also 
rushed or  irst downs while no other player totaled more than .

In addition, lliott’s yards a ter contact  still would have in-
ished 1 th in the league overall. ne inal edge  The two most import-
ant plays o  the owboys season were lliott’s two touchdown runs in 
the last two minutes o  the win at Pittsburgh in eek 10.

DEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE YEAR:  
JOEY BOSA,   

oing back to my Brady argument, playing 1  games against 1 , 
which Jacksonville cornerback Jalen Ramsey did, the only way to 
emerge is by dominating. nd that’s what Bosa did. It’s hard to ath-
om the kind o  pass rusher he could be next year with a ull o season 
and training camp.

lso, the competition – iants cornerback li pple, alcons sa ety 
eanu eal, heck, owboys cornerback nthony Brown at least de-

serves a mention here which is mind-boggling as a sixth-round pick 
– was inconsistent.  course, that’s what rookies are supposed to be. 
Bosa inished with 10.  sacks and 1 uarterback hits. nd he aver-
aged about a pressure every ive snaps over his irst two months on 
the ield, which is unheard o .
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COACH OF THE YEAR:  
JASON GARRETT,  

As is the case most years with this category, there are several 
deserving candidates, from Bill Belichick to Jack Del Rio to Adam 
Gase. The deciding factor for me wasn’t that I personally know my 
selection, it’s this statistic: Three teams had their rookies start at 
least 50 games this season: Cleveland, Chicago and Dallas. The oth-
er two went just 4-28 combined and the Cowboys inished -0 
outside of the NFC East.

Also, of the 0 or so players I’ve interviewed since the start of 
camp, all but two have quoted Garrett during our back-and-forth. 
He’s probably the most consistent person I’ve ever met, and more 
than anyone, professional athletes crave consistency. Garrett was 
instrumental in picking Elliott as well. As for the Tony Romo/
Prescott decision, he limited the circus surrounding it as well as 
could be expected.

ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR:  
ROMEO CRENNEL,   

Would have loved giving this to Cowboys defensive coordinator 
Rod Marinelli, who took a unit expected to rank at the bottom of the 
NFL and led them to ifth in scoring defense, but Houston lost the 
best defensive player in the world after three games and still in-
ished irst in total defense. That makes Crennel an easy choice. The 
Texans defense had just two Pro Bowl selections, too, one of which 
was 20 4 No.  pick Jadeveon Clowney, who didn’t exactly post 
monster numbers with 52 tackles, six sacks and a forced fumble.

For whatever reason, some coaches can be top-tier coordinators, 
like, say, Wade Phillips or Norv Turner, and it just doesn’t equate to 
being a successful head coach. Crennel went 28-55 in stints with 
Cleveland and Kansas City. He also won three Super Bowls as the 
coordinator with the Patriots.

EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR:   
JERRY JONES, STEPHEN JONES 

 WILL McCLAY,   
My irst instinct here was Raiders general manager Reggie McK-

enzie, but the award should be based on what the executive, or in 
the Cowboys’ case executives, did in 20 . akland inishing 2-4 
was based more on previous drafts and transactions – Derek Carr, 
Michael Crabtree, Mack – than anything speci ic to this year. Al-
though the Raiders didn’t have a bad draft, they just didn’t have a 
historic one like the Cowboys.

Running backs aren’t supposed to be taken No. 4 overall, so they 
bucked the recent trend there and it paid off like the Gold Rush. 
Yes, they liked other quarterbacks over Prescott, but they were the 
ones who drafted him. Maliek Collins and Brown were valuable de-
fensive starters as well.

The front of ice also stuck with J.J. Wilcox, who was the team’s 
best defensive player for a stretch and signed Benson Mayowa, the 
Cowboys’ leader in six sacks. They also made the choice to hang on 
to guard Ron Leary instead granting him his trade request. That 
turned out to be a genius decision after starter La’el Collins went 
down with injury. Leary stepped right in and didn’t miss a beat.

This should mark the second time in three years that Jerry Jones 
wins the of icial Pro Football Writers Executive of the Year honor.

OFFENSE 
QB:  AARON RODGERS,  
RB: EZEKIEL ELLIOTT, 
FB:  KYLE JUSZCZYK, 
FLEX: LE’VEON BELL
WR: ODELL BECKHAM JR., 

JULIO JONES
TE:  TRAVIS KELCE, 
OT: DAVID BAKHTIARI, 

JACK CONKLIN
G:  ZACK MARTIN, 

KELECHI OSEMELE
C:  TRAVIS FREDERICK, 

DEFENSE 
RUSH: KHALIL MACK, 
           VON MILLER, 
DL: AARON DONALD, 

NDAMUKONG SUH
LB:  BOBBY WAGNER, 

SEAN LEE
 DONT’A HIGHTOWER, 
CB:  AQIB TALIB, 

MARCUS PETERS
DB:  CHRIS HARRIS, 
S:  ERIC BERRY, 

LANDON COLLINS

SPECIAL TEAMS 
K:  JUSTIN TUCKER, 
P:  JOHNNY HEKKER, 
PR:  TYREEK HILL, 
KR:  CORDARRELLE PATTERSON, 

ST:  ERIC WEEMS, 
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FRISCO, Texas – OK, kids, let’s go. These are the playoffs, divisional 
round, 3: 0 p.m. Sunday at AT T Stadium. How itting this one will 
be, Cowboys-Packers, the rematch from back on Oct. 16 at Lambeau 
Field, sixth game of the season. An inspiring 30-16 Cowboys victory 
over the then 3-1 Packers, only the second time Dallas has ever won 
in Green Bay.

Well, got to do it again if the Cowboys want to move on to the NFC 
Championship Game for the irst time in 1 years. And if they are to 
advance, my advice to the team is this: 

Better score. Better score lots of points.
Better hit at least what had been their 15-game average of .  

points per game before pulling back in that 16th outing. Remember, 
the Cowboys scored at least  points in 10 of 
their irst 15 contests, and did so against the 
likes of playoff teams Green Bay, Pittsburgh 
and Detroit.

Need not me to inform that these are the 
Packers the Cowboys will be playing. You 
know, Aaron Rodgers and Co., winners of 
the NFC North at 10-6 and wild-card victors 
over the New York Giants. Yes, the Giants, 
that team thought to have this impenetrable 
defense, the one holding the Cowboys to 19 
points in the season opener and just seven 
the second time around, Dallas losing both.

The Giants, who held the Packers this past 
Sunday at Lambeau to just 1  irst-half 
yards, and if truth be told just 9 total yards 
before the inal two possessions of the sec-
ond quarter. The Giants, who forced the Pack-
ers to punt on their irst ive possessions of that game and held them 
to just one irst down for nearly the irst  minutes.

So much for that. The Packers pummeled them, 3 -13, and need-
ed just : 0 more than a half to put up the 3 .

Yeah, better score some points if the Cowboys don’t want to waste 
a irst-round bye and home- ield advantage for the second time in 
10 years, with that elusive NFC title game just one victory away, as 
has been three other times in the past 0 seasons. Don’t want to 
have regrets after this magical 13-3 campaign.

Meaning, the kids have got to be all right this Sunday, rookie quar-
terback Dak Prescott and rookie running back Ezekiel Elliott, having 
provided the impetus for this remarkable season, about to embark 
on their irst NFL playoff game. No matter now. If the offense is to 
outscore these Packers, who have put up at least 30 points in their 
past ive games and have averaged 31.  points during their current 
seven-game winning streak, the kids can’t be kids.

Elliott won the NFL rushing crown with 1,631 yards, averaging 
10 .  a game, which included running for 15  against the Packers 
back in October. He led the Cowboys with 15 rushing touchdowns. 
Feed him.

Prescott threw for 3,630 yards, 3 touchdowns and just four in-
terceptions while inishing with a 10 .9 passer rating, the highest 
of any Cowboys rookie quarterback and third best in the NFL this 
season. He must continue to play with poise and ef iciency, as he did 
when completing 1 -of-  for  yards with three touchdowns, 
one interception and a 11 .  rating in the win over Green Bay.

“Coming in from the irst game of the season, I never wanted to be 
looked at as a rookie,” Prescott has said. “I wanted to have my stuff 
together, make sure I was knowledgeable in every part of the game.

So far so good.
“While I know it’s going to be a stepped-up level of competition, 

just the way that he’s responded, responded to adversity, respond-
ed to challenges during the games and in se-
ries within the games,” Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones said, “all of those give me some peace of 
mind that we’re not dealing with the normal 
rookie de inition of a rookie quarterback.”

Can’t become that rookie now. And Prescott 
has even convinced Cowboys Hall of Fame 
quarterback Troy Aikman, who will be on the 
Fox television crew broadcasting the game, 
that he’s not your average rookie.

“I think everyone’s a little interested, I 
know I certainly I am, in how the Cowboys 
and how Dak, especially, handles that stage,” 
Aikman said this past week during his week-
ly local radio segment. “And my guess is he’ll 
handle it great, but just like the regular season 
is different from what he experienced in the 
preseason, the playoff atmosphere certainly 

is different. You recognize that as soon as you take the ield. I’ll be 
curious to see how he does and how this team does.”

The other factor in this game: Better not let Rodgers dance around 
in the pocket the way he did back on Jan. 11, 015 in the Cowboys’ 

6- 0 second-round playoff loss to Green Bay when he had only one 
good leg. Or the way the Giants allowed him to do this past Sunday 
when after the slow start he inished 5-of- 0 for 36  passing yards 
with a Packers-record four playoff touchdown passes and a 1 5.  
quarterback rating. And to think, the Giants sacked him ive times.

Those youngsters on the Cowboys defense must emerge up front, 
too, the likes of David Irving, a healthier DeMarcus Lawrence, Ben-
son Mayowa, Tyrone Crawford, Maliek Collins and Terrell McClain. 
Just can’t let Rodgers buy time in the pocket, even if leading receiver 
Jordy Nelson (ribs) and wide receiver/running back Ty Montgom-
ery (ankle) are banged up heading into the game.

Just remember this: The fewest points scored by any of the wild-
card weekend winners was 6, and the two Sunday winners each 
hit at least 30.

Meaning to beat the Packers, better score and score and score 
some more.

BETTER SCORE
THE COWBOYS WILL NEED TO PUT UP POINTS TO OVERCOME THE HIGH-POWERED PACKERS.

By Mickey Spagnola

PRESCOTT







THE COWBOYS HAVE SURPRISED ONE AND ALL WITH 
THEIR MAGICAL 2016 SEASON, BUT HEAD COACH 
JASON GARRETT KNOWS HIS TEAM MUST FOCUS 
ON WHAT LIES AHEAD.

This is incredible, really is if you think about it.
Here it is, Week 19 of the 2016 NFL season, the 

divisional round of the playoffs this weekend. Four 
teams left in the NFC. Four teams left in the AFC.

And Cowboys head coach Jason Garrett, if he’s 
said this once he’s said it at least 20 times or more to 
his players over the past few days:

“This is a time to get our eyes forward …”
Forward? The Cowboys?
The Dallas Cowboys? That 4-12 team from a 

year ago? The one losing their presumptive backup 
quarterback in the irst week of training camp for 
the entire season? The one losing their Pro Bowl 
14-year-veteran starting quarterback in the third 
preseason game for three months? The one unable 
to sign a veteran free-agent quarterback of their 
choice to hold down the fort until …? The one decid-
ing the price was much too high to trade for even a 
veteran backup quarterback?

Those Cowboys?
Certainly Garrett must have meant looking for-

ward toward the 2017 season, especially with all of 
the adversity piled land ill high.

Au contraire, my friends. Forward means toward 
Sunday’s NFC Divisional Round playoff game, a home 
matchup against the Green Bay Packers, the lowest 
remaining seed after this past weekend’s wild-card 
round of playoff games. That’s the payoff for earning 

the NFC’s top seed with a franchise-matching-best 
13-3 record, something only two other Cowboys 
teams in their proud history have ever achieved.

Yessiree, these Cowboys. Man, even during the 
best of night’s sleeps, dreams don’t get this good. 

Illogical? Incomprehensible?
Well, seeing is believing, and the entire nation has 

witnessed the Dallas Cowboys most improbable rise 
from the ashes of a season ago, constructing a nine-
game about-face from the 4-12 of 2015, the largest 
one-season turnaround in franchise record books.

Now, the head coach, he doesn’t dabble in global 
views. He’s not into a lot of gee-whiz or woe-is-me. 
He remains quite pragmatic, taking life in the NFL 
one practice at a time, one day at a time – one series, 
quarter, game at a time.

“Focus on what is happening going forward,” he 
said, invoking that word forward yet again. “The 
only thing that matters is what we do now. We have 
put ourselves in a great position, and it is time to get 
back to work.”

The Cowboys and the Atlanta Falcons propped 
their feet up this past weekend, watching the likes of 
the Detroit Lions playing the Seattle Seahawks and 
the New York Giants playing the Green Bay Packers 
in the NFC. 

At stake this weekend, though, is the big ticket 
to the NFC Championship Game, scheduled for the  

EYES
FORWARD

by Mickey Spagnola
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following Sunday, the Cowboys but a victory away from playing that pri ed game at home for the irst time in  years and ust the third time since  hat is  seasons ago

he team many thought couldn t win more than, oh, say, si  games this year, and that before uarterback ony omo went down on the third snap of the third preseason game at Seattle with the  vertebrae compression fracture that would keep him pad-less from ug   until ov   when he returned to practice  hat team is now two wins away from Super owl  in oustonEven Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, the dreamiest of dream-ers, had to admit, “What s surprising about this is if you start in Seattle when omo got hurt,  thought we really had our hands full because, candidly,  thought we had more talent on our de-fense last year than we do this year as far as being able to really impact ballgames“What has been so surprising is the ability of this team to function without omoSome might say shocking considering the e tenuating cir-cumstances: hey would choose to start a rookie uarterback, their  second fourth-round pick Dak Prescott, no better than  the eighth uarterback selected in this draft hey would start a rookie running back, E ekiel Elliott, to boot, although the fourth overall pick in the draft coming  in with high e pectations hey would ield a defense with only one player ever  named to a Pro owl, that being outside linebacker Sean ee heir two stud defensive ends, De arcus awrence and   andy regory, would be suspended for the season s 

 start, awrence four games and regory four and then   more  nd after playing the inal two games of the regular  season, he is gone now for an entire yearEven Jones  son, Stephen, a tad more realistic than his pops, had to scratch his noggin a time or three, too“ ll admit that it s a little bit of a surprise to go -  and be sitting there at -  and not having to play your players in the inal regular-season game  and be able to rest some guys and do the right things for the players,  Stephen Jones said  “ nd especially with some of the adversity  “ ou ve got to start with the uarterback position  fter seeing ony in the si  or seven plays he played against Phil-adelphia  that you weren t going to have that most of the year, and then being able to have a rookie you drafted in the fourth round come in and play at an P-type level, that would be a little bit shady to say you e pected thathat certainly would have been enough adversity for the Cowboys to deal with  h, but there was more  hey would be without defensive co-captain arry Church for four games  hey have been without their starting left guard a el Collins for the last  outings  hey have been without their starting left cornerback orris Claiborne, who by the way had been having a career year, for the past ninehen there was star wide receiver De  ryant, out three games  Pro owl left tackle yron Smith missing three games  ackup safety J J  Wilco  missing three games  Slot cornerback 
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Orlando Scandrick missing four games. Now-starting defensive 
tackle Maliek Collins, a rookie, missing nearly the entire off-
season and the majority of training camp. Lawrence, once he 
returned, battling bulging disk issues after offseason surgery 
to correct the problem. Presumed backup running back Darren 
McFadden also missing the majority of the offseason and the 
irst  games with a messed up elbow.

And let’s not forget backup quarterback Kellen Moore going 
down in the irst padded practice of training camp.

That’s adversity all right.
“Then, of course, you give Jason Garrett and his staff a tre-

mendous amount of credit in terms of the messaging,” Jones 
said. “I think the tone was set early in camp with Jerry and 
Jason when we said, ‘Hey, this isn’t going to be like last year 
where we worry about when somebody is going to come back, 
whether it’s Week 8 or 4, Week 7. We’re going to worry about 
the guys who can play each week. We’re going to take each day 
one day at a time, each week one week at a time. We’re not 
going to look past the next opponent,’ and I think that was tre-
mendous leadership, tremendous messaging, and one that our 
team has bought into. It’s one that I think will help us as we 
move down the road as we go into the playoffs.”

Jones refers back to last year when 
Romo broke his collarbone in the second 
game of the season. The refrain became, 
we’ll do this until Tony comes back. And 
the Cowboys did nothing after getting 
off to a 2-0 start. And with each ensuing 
week, with Brandon Weeden passing 
the quarterback responsibilities to Matt 
Cassel after three games, it was, well, 
we’re only 2-2, well, we’re only 2-6, and 
when Tony comes back …

Well, Romo returned to a 2-7 team, 
and then it was, but if the Cowboys run 
the table. The quarterback was on hand 
the Sunday before Thanksgiving to beat 
Miami, breathing life into a now -7 
squad. But when he fractured his collar-
bone the second time on Thanksgiving 
Day in that loss to Carolina, the Cowboys 
would win only once more, thus 4- 2 af-
ter an inspiring 2-4 effort in 20 4.

But worse than last year, Romo nev-
er even made it to this season’s opener, 
and that here-we-go-again refrain began 
popping up.

The noise grew louder after the irst 
game, a 20-  home loss to the Giants 
with the Cowboys driving for the poten-
tial winning ield-goal attempt before 
time ran out. Why, those Cowboys, they 
can’t win without Romo. Those Cowboys 

are now 7-21 in games since the start of the 2007 season without 
Romo at quarterback.

And boy, oh boy, that drumbeat of doom began pounding 
even louder by the time the fourth quarter of Game 2 rolled 
around. The Cowboys were trailing the Washington Redskins, 
2 -20, at the time and on the road at Fed xField. They were  
minutes away from starting off 0-2.

Never would have heard the end of it had the Cowboys lost 
that game as well.

But as if a switch turned on, the worm began to turn. The 
“magical season” Romo referred to more than a month ago 
started creating some magic. With 0 4  left to play and the 
Cowboys still trailing 2 -20, the Redskins were facing a third-
and-goal at the 6-yard line following two incomplete Kirk 
Cousins pass attempts. The Redskins were just 6 yards away 
from making this a 0-20 lead.

Then up pops Church in the end zone, intercepts Cousins’ 
pass for Pierre Garcon, touchback, Cowboys irst-and- 0 at 
their 20-yard line, 0  left to play.

And Prescott, the rookie quarterback, grew before our very 
eyes  2 -yard completion to Dez Bryant, 4 more to Cole Bea-
sley, a couple of Washington penalties, a 2-yarder to Beasley 

CHURCH
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and eight more to Witten. Prescott completed 4-of-5 passes 
for 55 yards, setting the Cowboys up with second-and-2 at the 
Washington 4-yard line. Of all things, the Cowboys hand the 
ball to former Redskins leading rusher Alfred Morris, touch-
down, his irst of only two all season, and it s allas ahead with 
4:45 remaining.

If that weren t enough magic, the team then asked its sus-
pect defense to stop the Redskins twice more, and it did. Ball-
game: Cowboys 27, Redskins 23, evening their record at 1-1.

And the rest is history, allas going on an 11-game winning 
streak, burying the here we go again, burying the can’t win 
without Romo, burying the can’t win with this defense and inal-
ly burying the ghosts of 2015.

In doing so, the Cowboys kicked all of that adversity to the 
curb, won themselves the NFC East crown for the second time 
in three seasons, won the NFC s top playoff seed and the ac-
companying irst-round bye, as well as the all-important 
home- ield advantage.

“We had backup players who had to step in for them and play 
and play well and play at a high level,” Garrett said of how this 
team survived the wave of adverse injuries. “They were able to 
do that. We had a lot of different guys who had different roles 
coming into the season and stepped into larger roles and han-
dled roles well and helped us win ballgames. We had guys who 
had different roles in games who had to step in and play. That 
was something we prided ourselves on. We needed to do that 
better this year.”

Better, they did.
Topping the list would be 

the two young kids, Prescott 
and Elliott, not only the Ener-
gizer Bunnies, but darn good 
football players, this NFL 
game not even close to being 
too big for them.

Now, the Cowboys certain-
ly had big plans for Elliott, 
taking him with the fourth 
pick in the draft. And running 
backs certainly have an easi-
er transition from college to 
the NFL. He needed only two 
games to acclimate, then pro-
ducing four consecutive 100-
yard efforts, and seven total, 
not to mention a 96-yarder 
and two 97-yarders that eas-
ily could have been 100-yard 
performances, too.

Put this all together and 
Elliot became the irst rookie 
to win the NFL rushing title 
since 1999, compiling 1,631 

yards and needing only 15 games to win that crown by 318 
yards. But most of all, he ran the ball into the end zone, inish-
ing with 15 rushing touchdowns, ranking third in the league 
but easily the most by a Cowboys rookie and most by any al-
las running back since Emmitt Smith had 25 in 1995.

Think about it: Last year the Cowboys rushed for eight 
touchdowns – total. Huge difference. Plus, Elliott s input great-
ly helped a team that totaled only 26 touchdowns in 2015 in-
ish with 49 this year, third most in the past nine seasons.

But maybe the biggest, most unsuspecting boost for this of-
fense came from Prescott. Seriously now, who among us ex-
pected a rookie quarterback taken in the fourth round, behind 
134 other selections – essentially a ifth-rounder without the 
added compensatory picks in the third and fourth rounds – to 
orchestrate one of the greatest rookie seasons for a quarter-
back without quali ication.

The guy inished with a 104.9 passer rating, third behind 
only Tom Brady and Matt Ryan, and the second-best Cowboys 
season ever to only Romo s 113.2 in 2014. Prescott s average 
yards per pass attempt was 7.99, fourth in the NFL this year. 
Since anny White threw for 3,980 yards in 1983, only Romo 
has racked up more than Prescott s 3,667 yards this year.

Best of all, he led this team to 13 victories, and he would have 
had a better chance for the club record 14 had he not won those 
13 so quickly, causing the Cowboys to pull him from the inal 
game of the season after just two series since nothing was at 
stake.

And we re talking a rookie now. At quarterback. The hardest 
position to play in the NFL.

Who would have thought that 
back in August?

“Well, I can t say enough, the 
circumstances as they played 
out, I wouldn t recommend as 
the way to draw it up. But our 
adversities turned into a positive 
for us,” Jerry Jones said. “To think 
a rookie, ak Prescott, could get 
the snaps he s gotten, that just 
wouldn t happen under normal 
circumstances. He wouldn t have 
gotten that opportunity, so to 
speak. He wouldn t have gotten 
that preparation, he wouldn t 
have gotten that much attention, 
wouldn t have gotten the oppor-
tunity to be in those situations 
that he s in. And, of course, he s 
grown right before our eyes. He s 
just gotten better and better. 
He s thrived on it.

“We would never have seen 
that if we had not had the adver-
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sity of losing both of the quarterbacks early. And that’s been a 
surprise.”

Well, he should have asked Prescott. See, the rookie remem-
bers back early in training camp. Moore already had gone 
down. Romo was taking a Romo day off from practice. He was 
the guy to take snaps with the irst and second teams.

“I was so anxious, so nervous,” he said, but felt despite all of 
that, “I had a great day, and was thinking that I might make it 
in this league.”

Make it? He actually turned the league upside down.
But the surprises didn’t stop there. We would be remiss if we 

did not point out the defense, too. Remember the worries back 
after the draft? Before training camp? After training camp? 
This defense would be this team’s Achilles heel.

Ha. Turns out this defense going into the inal contest was 
giving up just 18.6 points per game, and even while playing 
shorthanded against the Eagles, they wound up at a respect-
able 19 points a game, ifth fewest in the league. They inished 
No. 1 against the run, giving up just 83.5 rushing yards per 
game, and No. 14 overall with 343.9 total yards per 
game, second fewest in the past seven years.

Even their sack total improved, going from 28 in 
2014, to 31 last year to 36 this season. And after in-
ishing with a franchise-low 11 takeaways a year ago 
– that’s right, 11 – they nearly doubled the total with 
20 this time around.

Maybe best of all, the defense limited opponents to 
no more than 20 points in 10 of the 16 games, winning 
eight. And only three times did Dallas give up more than 
23 points, the third thanks to a garbage-time touch-
down by Philadelphia with 1:23 left after a blocked 
punt was recovered at the Cowboys’ 7-yard line.

All great stuff. A great turnaround in the face of ad-
versity. But certainly not ultimate satisfaction. Because 
now comes the real hard part – the playoffs.

Eyes forward.
“Focus on what is happening going forward,” Gar-

rett continued to remind his team. “The only thing that 
matters is what we do now. We have put ourselves in a 
great position, and it is time to get back to work.”

That work begins in earnest on Sunday. Win and 
the Cowboys get to play host to an NFC Championship 
Game, a huge surprise in and of itself. Lose, and that’s 
it, but a hat and T-shirt for winning the NFC East as 
consolation.

And sure sounds as if Garrett has made all this eyes 
forward stuff plain to his players, too, that the job isn’t 
inished. They must be listening. After all, of the 53-

man roster, just 32 of them have been in a playoff game, 
meaning 38 percent will be making their playoff de-
buts. Obviously, the rookie quarterback is one of them.

“It is a whole new season now,” Prescott said. “Every-
thing you do from this point on is really how you (are 

remembered) at the end of the year. So that is important to us, 
looking forward and playing a long time in this postseason.”

Important to him, too, since he said he’s never won a cham-
pionship, not in any sport at any level from middle school on.

And you can bet this is really important to the owner, whose 
last taste of a championship was back during the 1995 season, 
more than two decades ago, claiming Super Bowl XXX, the last 
of the Cowboys’ run of three titles in four years.

“We’ve got a three-game season here, and we’re going to get 
to play them all in Texas, and we’re going to get to play two 
of them right out here at our stadium,” said Jones. “We’re as 
healthy as we’ve been all year and we’ve got players we didn’t 
dream we’d have when we started training camp.

“Let’s just let it all empty the bucket in these three games. 
Whatever we can do, think of, let’s do it over these three 
games.”

And if they do, after all they’ve been through these past two 
seasons, this will go down as the greatest surprise in franchise 
history.

BRYANT





Aaron Charles Rodgers does not get rattled easily, 
which is a really good thing when you play quarterback 
in the National Football League. Even more so if you 
play in a town like Green Bay with its championship 
pedigree and frozen tundra aura. 

A couple of years ago the Packers were going through 
a rough patch when Rodgers simply told the masses to 
“relax.” The team proceeded to go on a run through the 
playoffs that seemed unlikely earlier in the season. 

This time around, the Packers were sitting at 4-6 fol-
lowing two embarrassing losses to Tennessee (47-25) 
and Washington (42-24). Rumors had Rodgers at odds 
with head coach Mike McCarthy as Green Bay fell to 
third in the NFC North, three games behind Minnesota 
and two behind Detroit with six left to play.

Rodgers reaction was to declare that Green Bay 
would win out. He didn’t say “relax” but the message 
was the same. Given his offensive line was a mess, his 
receiving corps was depleted and he was hobbled with 
a calf injury, Rodgers prediction seemed unlikely.

Following the Washington rout, the Packers ven-
tured to Philadelphia for a Monday night tilt in a hos-
tile environment against a team equally as desperate 
for a win. Rodgers went out and completed 30-of-39 
passes for 313 yards and two touchdowns as Green 
Bay beat the Eagles, 27-13.

Home wins over playoff-bound teams Houston and 
Seattle followed. Against the Seahawks, who have one 
of the league’s top defensive units, Rodgers threw for 

246 yards and three touchdowns. Most of that came as 
the Packers built a big lead before then dialing back the 
aerial attack in what was a 38-10 victory.

At that point, Green Bay had three games left, all of 
which were against division rivals Chicago, Minnesota 
and Detroit with only the middle game at home. Chica-
go’s bid for an upset ended thanks to a little Rodgers’ 
magic. With the score tied at 27 and 31 seconds left, 
Rodgers connected with Jordy Nelson from his own 
26-yard line for a 60-yard completion. He then raced 
his team to the line of scrimmage to spike the ball and 
stop the clock with four seconds left. Mason Crosby’s 
32-yard ield goal gave the Packers win No. 4 in a row.

Rodgers then came back to Green Bay and essen-
tially ended Minnesota’s season by completing 28-of-
38 passes for 347 yards and four touchdowns in the 
Packers’ 38-25 victory. The win set up a winner-take-
all showdown at Detroit for the division championship 
in the season inale.

The Packers completed the run to the division ti-
tle with a 31-24 win as Rodgers passed for 300 yards 
and four touchdowns. From the time he declared that 
the Packers would “run the table,” Rodgers completed 
142-of-200 passes for 1,667 yards, 15 touchdowns and 
zero interceptions for a 121.0 passer rating. 

Getting pressure on the elusive Rodgers is the key 
to stopping the Packers. A tall order considering that 
with its wild-card win over the Giants, Green Bay’s 
quarterback appears nowhere near ready to “relax.”

by Sam Iannuzzi

AS PROMISED, RODGERS LEADS 
PACKERS BACK TO PLAYOFFS
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Perry had a big hand in the Packers’ recent surge. Playing with a huge, club-like cast to protect his broken left 
fi ngers, the fourth-year linebacker tallied three sacks in the last two games of the regular season to fi nish with a 
team- and career-high 11.0 sacks, which tied for eighth in the NFL. Despite being unable to grip or hold or rip or shed 
blockers, he has made the most of his situation. “I wish I could have my hands,” he told USA Today. “But for what it is, 
I just try to do what I can with what I have.” Free, who started all 16 games for the sixth time in seven years, needs to 
make sure that Perry has his hands full. 

PACKERS LB NICK PERRY VS. COWBOYS RT DOUG FREE
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Green Bay was behind the 8-ball at 4-6 when quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers borrowed another billiards term and sug-
gested that the team could still “run the table.”

The Packers responded by pocketing win after win, rack-
ing up their eighth straight playoff appearance and their 
fi fth division title in the past six seasons. They haven’t lost 
since before Thanksgiving and their confi dence has grown 
with every victory.

“The momentum of winning is contagious,” Rodgers ex-
plained. “You have that feeling entering a game that you 
don’t have during a losing streak, where you expect to win.”

Rodgers has thrown one pick-six since en-
tering the NFL in 2005 – just one in 157 career 
regular-season and postseason games (149 
starts). Tampa Bay safety Tanard Jackson re-
turned a fourth-quarter interception 35 yards 
for a score in a 38-28 victory against Green Bay 
on Nov. 8, 2009. To compare, Packers prede-
cessor and Hall of Fame gunslinger Brett Favre 
tossed 35 pick-sixes.

DID YOU KNOW?

Randall Cobb’s ankle injury opened the door for undrafted rookie wide receiver 
Geronimo Allison to make a late-season impact. He scored a touchdown on his 
fi rst NFL catch at Atlanta in his Week 8 debut, but had only two more receptions 
in the next seven games before Cobb was sidelined. Allison then had four catches 
for 66 yards vs. Minnesota in Week 16 and four for 91 yards and a touchdown in 
the regular-season fi nale at Detroit. Allison played two seasons at Illinois, tallying 
106 receptions for 1,480 yards and eight scores in 2014-15.
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The Packers committed a season-high 
four turnovers in a 30-16 loss to the Cow-
boys in Week 6, including an interception 
and a fumble by Aaron Rodgers. The two-
time MVP bounced back and became the 
fi rst Green Bay quarterback to lead the 
league in touchdown passes (40) since 
Brett Favre in 2003. Comeback Player of 
the Year candidate Jordy Nelson topped 
the NFL with 14 touchdown receptions 
after missing all of 2015 with a knee inju-
ry. Fellow wideout DAVANTE ADAMS tied 
for second in the league with 12 scoring 
catches and receiver-turned-running back 
Ty Montgomery posted 1,171 all-purpose 
yards. The latter fi nished 10th in the NFL 
with an average of 8.4 yards per touch.

Dallas rookies Dak Prescott (18-of-27 
for 247 yards and three touchdowns) and 
Ezekiel Elliott (28 carries for 157 yards) 
punished the Packers in the fi rst meeting. 
But that was October, this is January, and 
Green Bay veterans like CLAY MATTHEWS 
and Julius Peppers know how to turn it 
on. Peppers is 2-0 against the Cowboys 
in the playoffs with an interception and 
a sack, having played them once each 
while with Carolina and Green Bay. Mat-
thews entered this postseason with 10 
sacks in 12 career playoff games. Third-
year safety Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, named the 
NFC Defensive Player of the Week in Week 
15 with two interceptions at Chicago, an-
chors a banged-up secondary.

Opponents averaged a league-high 
26.3 yards per kickoff return against 
the Packers in 2016, including a 99-yard 
touchdown run by the Colts’ Jordan Tod-
man on the opening kick in Week 9. Vet-
eran MASON CROSBY missed almost as 
many PATs (44-for-47) as fi eld goals (26-
for-30) this season. He’s seventh among 
active players in points scored (1,267) 
and is ninth in fi eld goals made (262). 
Crosby has also been a perfect 17-for-17 
on three-point attempts during the 2011-
15 postseasons. In his fi rst year with the 
Green and Gold, Jacob Schum averaged 
43.2 yards per punt, including a net av-
erage of 39.1, with 19 inside the 20-yard 
line and zero blocks.
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COWBOYS COACHING STAFF
JASON GARRETT: HEAD COACH

Joe Baker: Secondary
Brett Bech: Assistant Strength and Conditioning
Rich Bisaccia: Asst. Head Coach/Special Teams Coord.
Ben Bloom: Assistant Coach/Special Projects
Gary Brown: Running Backs

Steve Brown: Offensive Assistant
Marc Colombo: Assistant Offensive Line
Derek Dooley: Wide Receivers
Matt Eberfl us: Passing Game Coordinator/Linebackers
Greg Jackson: Safeties
Leon Lett: Defensive Line
Scott Linehan: Offensive Coordinator
Steve Loney: Senior Offensive Assistant
Rod Marinelli: Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line
Keith O’Quinn: Assistant Special Teams
Frank Pollack: Offensive Line
Michael Pope: Tight Ends
Kendall Smith: Assistant Strength and Conditioning
Kyle Valero: Assistant Wide Receivers
Turner West: Defensive Assistant
Wade Wilson: Quarterbacks
Mike Woicik: Strength and Conditioning Coordinator

PRACTICE SQUAD: OT Clay DeBord, G Kadeem Edwards, WR Shaquelle Evans, TE Rico Gathers, LB 
Jeremiah George, DE Shelby Harris, WR Andy Jones, CB Sammy Seamster, QB Jameill Showers, FB Rod Smith

LT
76 Daniels
97 Clark

NT
98 Guion
99 Ringo

CB

36 Gunter

LB
52 Matthews
95 Jones

DE

97 Clark
94 Lowry

50 Martinez
58 Tripp

LB

53 Perry
56 Peppers

LB

47 Ryan
48 Thomas

LB

21 Clinton-Dix
29 Brice

FS

42 Burnett
33 Hyde

SS

23 Randall
24 Rollins

CB

QB C

LG

WR

RB

WR

RG

RT4 Prescott
9 Romo

72 Frederick
73 Looney 70 Martin

63 Cleary 68 Free
63 Cleary 83 Williams

11 Beasley

LTTE

65 Leary
73 Looney

77 T. Smith
63 Cleary

82 Witten
89 Escobar

88 Bryant
19 Butler

21 Elliott
20 D. McFadden

FB

41 K. Smith

SPECIAL TEAMS
K 5 Bailey 
P 6 C. Jones 
H 6 C. Jones 
LS 91 Ladouceur 
KR 13 Whitehead 24 Claiborne 
PR 13 Whitehead 11 Beasley 
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 NO NAME POS HT WT EXP  COLLEGE
 3 Mark Sanchez QB 6-2 225 8 USC
 4 Dak Prescott QB 6-2 238 R Mississippi State
 5 Dan Bailey K 6-0 195 6 Oklahoma State
 6 Chris Jones P 6-0 205 5 Carson Newman
 9 Tony Romo QB 6-2 230 14 Eastern Illinois
 11 Cole Beasley WR 5-8 180 5 SMU
 13 Lucky Whitehead WR 5-9 180 2 Florida Atlantic
 19 Brice Butler WR 6-3 220 4 San Diego State
 20 Darren McFadden RB 6-1 220 9 Arkansas
 21 Ezekiel Elliott RB 6-0 225 R Ohio State
 23 Leon McFadden CB 5-10 190 3 San Diego State
 24 Morris Claiborne CB 5-11 192 5 LSU
 25 Lance Dunbar RB 5-8 195 5 North Texas
 27 J.J. Wilcox S 6-0 212 4 Georgia Southern
 30 Anthony Brown CB 5-11 196 R Purdue
 31 Byron Jones S 6-0 205 2 Connecticut
 32 Orlando Scandrick  CB 5-10 196 9 Boise State
 35 Kavon Frazier S 6-0 215 R Central Michigan
 38 Jeff Heath S 6-1 212 4 Saginaw Valley St.
 39 Brandon Carr CB 6-0 210 9 Grand Valley State
 41 Keith Smith FB 6-0 240 3 San Jose State
 42 Barry Church S 6-2 218 7 Toledo
 46 Alfred Morris RB 5-10 222 5 Florida Atlantic
 50 Sean Lee LB 6-2 238 7 Penn State
 51 Kyle Wilber LB 6-4 245 5 Wake Forest
 52 Andrew Gachkar LB 6-2 240 6 Missouri
 53 Mark Nzeocha LB 6-3 240 2 Wyoming
 56 Justin Durant LB 6-1 230 10 Hampton
 57 Damien Wilson LB 6-1 245 2 Minnesota
 58 Jack Crawford DT 6-5 288 5 Penn State
 59 Anthony Hitchens LB 6-0 235 3 Iowa
 63 Emmett Cleary OT 6-7 324 2 Boston College
 64 Jonathan Cooper G 6-2 302 4 North Carolina
 65 Ronald Leary G 6-3 320 4 Memphis
 68 Doug Free OT 6-6 318 10 Northern Illinois
 70 Zack Martin G 6-4 315 3 Notre Dame
 72 Travis Frederick C 6-4 318 4 Wisconsin
 73 Joe Looney C 6-3 315 4 Wake Forest
 76 Richard Ash DE 6-3 235 1 Western Michigan
 77 Tyron Smith OT 6-5 320 6 USC
 82 Jason Witten TE 6-6 263 14 Tennessee

 NO NAME POS HT WT EXP  COLLEGE
 83 Terrance Williams WR 6-2 210 4 Baylor
 88 Dez Bryant WR 6-2 220 7 Oklahoma State
 89 Gavin Escobar TE 6-6 260 4 San Diego State
 90 DeMarcus Lawrence DE 6-3 270 3 Boise State
 91 L.P. Ladouceur LS 6-5 256 12 California
 92 Cedric Thornton DT 6-4 295 5 Southern Arkansas
 93 Benson Mayowa DE 6-3 265 4 Idaho
 95 David Irving DE 6-7 285 2 Iowa State
 96 Maliek Collins DT 6-2 305 R Nebraska
 97 Terrell McClain DT 6-2 302 6 South Florida
 98 Tyrone Crawford DT 6-4 295 5 Boise State

COWBOYS ROSTER



PACKERS COACHING STAFF
MIKE McCARTHY: HEAD COACH

Brian Angelichio: Tight Ends
Edgar Bennett: Offensive Coordinator

James Campen: Offensive Line
Dom Capers: Defensive Coordinator

Tom Clements: Associate Head Coach/Offense
Ejiro Evero: Defensive Quality Control

Luke Getsy: Wide Receivers
Chris Gizzi: Strength & Conditioning Assistant

Thadeus Jackson: Strength & Conditioning Assistant
Mark Lovat: Strength & Conditioning Coordinator

Scott McCurley: Assistant Linebackers
Jerry Montgomery: Defensive Front Assistant

Winston Moss: Associate Head Coach/Linebackers
Darren Perry: Secondary-Safeties

David Raih: Assistant Offensive Line
Jason Simmons: Assistant Special Teams

Ben Sirmans: Running Backs
Grant Thorne: Strength & Conditioning Assistant

Mike Trgovac: Defensive Line
Alex Van Pelt: Quarterbacks

Joe Whitt Jr.: Secondary-Cornerbacks
Ron Zook: Special Teams Coordinator

PRACTICE SQUAD: CB Keith Baxter, C Jacob Flores, LB Reggie Gilbert, WR Antwan Goodley, LB Der-
rick Mathews, WR Max McCaffrey, G Lucas Patrick, DT Brian Price, TE Beau Sandland, S Jermaine Whitehead

GIANTS 2016 ROSTER

CB

DT

DE

LB

LB
SS

FS

32 Scandrick
30 Brown

39 Carr
23 L. McFadden

97 McClain
92 Thornton

96 Collins
95 Irving

90 Lawrence
58 J. Crawford

50 Lee
52 Durant

57 Wilson
52 Gachkar

59 Hitchens
53 Nzeocha

31 B. Jones
38 Heath42 Church

27 Wilcox

98 T. Crawford
95 Irving

DE

LB

CB

DT

87 Nelson
17 Adams

WR

89 Cook
82 R. Rodgers

TE

LT

69 Bakhtiari
78 Spriggs

LG

65 L. Taylor
67 Barclay

QBC

12 A. Rodgers
7 Hundley63 Linsley

73 Tretter

70 Lang
67 Barclay

RG

75 Bulaga
68 Murphy

RT

18 Cobb
81 Allison

WR

22 Ripkowski
40 Kerridge

FB

44 Starks
88 Montgomery

RB
SPECIAL TEAMS

K 2 Crosby 10 Schum 
P 10 Schum 2 Crosby
H 10 Schum 18 Cobb
LS 61 Goode 67 Barclay
KR 88 Montgomery 83 Janis
PR 18 Cobb 33 Hyde
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 NO NAME POS HT WT EXP  COLLEGE
 2 Mason Crosby K 6-1 207 10 Colorado
 6 Joe Callahan QB 6-1 216 R Wesley
 7 Brett Hundley QB 6-3 226 2 UCLA
 10 Jacob Schum P 5-11 211 2 Buffalo
 11 Trevor Davis WR 6-1 188 R California
 12 Aaron Rodgers QB 6-2 225 12 California
 17 Davante Adams WR 6-1 215 3 Fresno State
 18 Randall Cobb WR 5-10 192 6 Kentucky
 20 Makinton Dorleant CB 5-11 182 R Northern Iowa 
 21 Ha Ha Clinton-Dix S 6-1 208 3 Alabama
 22 Aaron Ripkowski FB 6-1 246 2 Oklahoma
 23 Damarious Randall CB 5-11 196 2 Arizona State

NO NAME POS HT WT EXP  COLLEGE 
 24 Quinten Rollins CB 5-11 195 2 Miami (Ohio) 
 25 Marwin Evans S 5-11 211 R Utah State
 28 Josh Hawkins CB 5-10 189 R East Carolina
 29 Kentrell Brice S 5-11 200 R Louisiana Tech
 32 Christine Michael RB 5-10 220 4 Texas A&M
 33 Micah Hyde DB 6-0 197 4 Iowa
 36 LaDarius Gunter CB 6-2 201 2 Miami
 40 Joe Kerridge FB 6-0 245 R Michigan
 42 Morgan Burnett S 6-1 209 7 Georgia Tech
 44 James Starks RB 6-2 218 7 Buffalo
 47 Jake Ryan LB 6-2 240 2 Michigan
 48 Joe Thomas LB 6-1 227 2 South Carolina State
 50 Blake Martinez LB 6-2 237 R Stanford
 51 Kyler Fackrell LB 6-5 245 R Utah State
 52 Clay Matthews LB 6-3 255 8 USC
 53 Nick Perry LB 6-3 265 5 USC
 56 Julius Peppers LB 6-7 287 15 North Carolina
 58 Jordan Tripp LB 6-3 234 3 Montana 
 61 Brett Goode LS 6-1 255 9 Arkansas
 63 Corey Linsley C 6-3 301 3 Ohio State 
 65 Lane Taylor G 6-3 324 4 Oklahoma State
 67 Don Barclay G 6-4 305 5 West Virginia
 68 Kyle Murphy OT 6-6 305 R Stanford
 69 David Bakhtiari OT 6-4 310 4 Colorado
 70 T.J. Lang G 6-4 318 8 Eastern Michigan
 73 JC Tretter C 6-4 307 4 Cornell
 75 Bryan Bulaga OT 6-5 314 7 Iowa
 76 Mike Daniels DT 6-0 310 5 Iowa
 78 Jason Spriggs OT 6-6 301 R Indiana
 81 Geronimo Allison WR 6-3 202 R Illinois
 82 Richard Rodgers TE 6-4 257 3 California
 83 Jeff Janis WR 6-3 219 3 Saginaw Valley State
 87 Jordy Nelson WR 6-3 217 9 Kansas State
 88 Ty Montgomery WR 6-0 216 2 Stanford
 89 Jared Cook TE 6-5 254 8 South Carolina
 91 Jayrone Elliott LB 6-3 255 3 Toledo
 94 Dean Lowry DE 6-6 296 R Northwestern
 95 Datone Jones DE 6-4 285 4 UCLA
 97 Kenny Clark DT 6-3 314 R UCLA
 98 Letroy Guion DT 6-4 322 9 Florida State
 99 Christian Ringo DT 6-1 298 1 Louisiana-Lafayette

PACKERS ROSTER





47

SI
M

ON
 L

OP
EZ

/D
AL

LA
S C

OW
BO

YS
 C

HE
ER

LE
AD

ER
S

ALLIE
ROOKIE

Hometown: Olathe, Kan.

CERSTEN
ROOKIE

Hometown: Irving, Texas

JE
RE

M
Y S

HE
LB

Y/
DA

LL
AS

 C
OW

BO
YS

 C
HE

ER
LE

AD
ER

S



48 DALLAS COWBOYS STAR MAGAZINE

HEATHER H.
ROOKIE

Hometown: Norman, Okla.

HEATHER O.
ROOKIE

Hometown: Tuscan, Ariz.
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JESSIKA
ROOKIE

Hometown: Houston, Texas

KELLI
ROOKIE

Hometown: Westfield, Mass.
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COWBOYS FINAL 2016 SEASON STATISTICS
RESULTS AND ATTENDANCE                                 
Preseason Games (1-3)
L 8/13 @ Los Angeles  24-28  89,140
W 8/19 MIAMI  41-14  82,862
L 8/25 @ Seattle 17-27 68,505
L 9/1 HOUSTON  17-28 81,016 
Regular-Season Games (13-3)
L 9/11 NY Giants 19-20 92,867
W 9/18 @ Washington 27-23 80,612
W 9/25 CHICAGO 31-17 90,554
W 10/2 @ San Francisco 24-17 70,178
W 10/9 CINCINNATI 28-14 91,653
W 10/16 @ Green Bay 30-16 78,481
 10/23 Bye
W 10/30 PHILADELPHIA 29-23 OT 93,103
W 11/6 @ Cleveland 35-10 67,431
W 11/13 @ Pittsburgh 35-30 67,737
W 11/20 BALTIMORE 27-17 93,056
W 11/24 WASHINGTON 31-26 93,099
W 12/1 @ Minnesota 17-15 66,860
L 12/11 @ NY Giants  7-10 80,874
W 12/18 TAMPA BAY 26-20 93,101
W 12/26 DETROIT 42-21 92,885
L 1/1 @ Philadelphia 13-27 69,596

DEFENSIVE STATISTICS (COACHES’ FILM)                                
 Tackles
 Solo Asst. Total  Sack Int FR
Lee 120 54 174 0 0 1
Church 71 38 109 0 2 0
Hitchens 61 43 104 1.5 0 0
B. Jones 79 23 102 0 1 0
Carr 47 9 56 0 1 0
Brown 36 20 56 0 1 0
Durant 33 21 54 1 0 0
Wilcox 38 15 53 0 1 0 
Scandrick 37 9 46 2 1 0
McClain 19 22 41 2.5 0 0
Claiborne 28 8 36 0 1 1
Wilson 26 9 35 0.5 0 0
Collins 18 13 31 5 0 1 
J. Crawford 13 14 27 3.5 0 0
T. Crawford 14 7 21 4.5 0 2
Heath 14 6 20 0 1 0
Thornton 9 9 18 1.5 0 1
Mayowa 6 10 16 6 0 1
Irving 4 7 11 4 0 1
Lawrence 5 3 8 1 0 0
Gregory 7 0 7 1 0 0
Gachkar 5 2 7 0 0 0
L. McFadden 3 2 5 0 0 0
Wilber 3 2 5 0 0 2
Nzeocha 4 0 4 0 0 0
Davis 0 3 3 0 0 1
Frazier 0 2 2 0 0 0
Ash 1 0 1 0 0 0

SPECIAL TEAM STATISTICS (COACHES’ FILM)                                   
 Tackles
 Solo Asst. Total  FR BLK 
B. Jones 9 1 10 0 0 
Wilber 6 2 8 1 0 
Heath 5 2 7 0 0
Gachkar 0 7 7 0 0
Wilson 2 4 6 0 0 
K. Smith 3 2 5 0 0
Brown 2 3 5 0 0
Frazier 4 0 4 0 0
L. McFadden 3 1 4 0 0
Dunbar 2 2 4 0 0
Mayle 2 2 4 0 0
R. Smith 2 2 4 0 0 
Escobar 3 0 3 0 0
Wilcox 3 0 3 0 0
Bailey 1 1 2 0 0
C. Jones 1 1 2 0 0
Ladouceur 0 2 2 0 0
Nzeocha 1 0 1 0 0
Church 0 1 1 0 0 

RUSHING ATT YDS AVG LG TD
Elliott 322 1,631 5.1 60t 15
Prescott 57 282 4.9 18 6
Morris 69 243 3.5 17 2
D. McFadden 24 87 3.6 24 0
Whitehead 10 82 8.2 26 0
Dunbar 9 31 3.4 10 1
C. Jones 1 30 30.0 30 0
Beasley 1 7 7.0 7 0
K. Smith 2 5 2.5 3 0
Sanchez 4 -2 -0.5 1 0
Cowboys 499 2,396 4.8 60t 24
Opponents 340 1,336 3.9 36 9

RECEIVING NO YDS AVG LG TD
Beasley 75 833 11.1 47 5
Witten 69 673 9.8 35 3
Bryant 50 796 15.9 56 8
Williams 44 594 13.5 47 4
Elliott 32 363 11.3 83t 1
Butler 16 219 13.7 41 3
Dunbar 16 122 7.6 16 0
Swaim 6 69 11.5 28 0
Escobar 4 30 7.5 14 1
Whitehead 3 48 16.0 35 0
K. Smith 3 20 6.7 14 0
D. McFadden 3 17 5.7 11 0
Morris 3 11 3.7 6 0
R. Smith 1 4 4.0 4 0
Cowboys 325 3,799 11.7 83t 25
Opponents 425 4,376 10.3 67t 25

INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG LG TD
Church 2 14 7.0 14 0
Claiborne 1 27 27.0 27 0
Heath 1 19 19.0 19 0
Wilcox 1 8 8.0 8 0
B. Jones 1 7 7.0 7 0
Brown 1 0 0.0 0 0
Carr 1 0 0.0 0 0
Scandrick 1 0 0.0 0 0
Cowboys 9 75 8.3 27 0
Opponents 6 33 5.5 29 0

PUNT RETURNS NO FC YDS AVG L TD
Whitehead 25 6 195 7.8 39 0
Beasley 3 9 3 1.0 3 0
Cowboys 28 15 198 7.1 39 0
Opponents 22 17 192 8.7 26 0

KICKOFF RETURNS NO YDS AVG L TD
Whitehead 17 394 23.2 33 0
Dunbar 2 32 16.0 16 0
D. McFadden 1 30 30.0 30 0
R. Smith 1 19 19.0 19 0
Morris 1 12 12.0 12 0
Escobar 1 5 5.0 5 0
Davis 1 0 0.0 0 0
Cowboys 24 492 20.5 33 0
Opponents 33 746 22.6 53 0

PUNTING NO YDS AVG NET  TB IN20 LG BL
C. Jones 58 2,661 45.9 40.5 4 25 66 1
Cowboys 59 2,661 45.1 40.5 4 25 66 1
Opponents 70 3,049 43.6 39.3 5 26 65 0

TEAM STATISTICS DAL OPP
Total First Downs 358 330
 Rushing 142 79
 Passing 191 226
 Penalty 25 25
3rd Down: Made/Att. 80/189 77/197
3rd Down Pct. 42.3% 39.1%
4th Down: Made/Att. 8/9 9/14
4th Down Pct. 88.9% 64.3%
Possession Avg. 31:41 28:19
Total Net Yards 6,027 5,503
 Avg. Per Game 376.7 343.9
 Total Plays 1,010 1,009
 Avg. Per Play 6.0 5.5
Net Yards Rushing 2,396 1,336
 Avg. Per Game 149.8 83.5
 Total Rushes 499 340
Net Yards Passing 3,631 4,167
 Avg. Per Game 226.9 260.4
 Sacked/Yards Lost 28/168 36/209
 Gross Yards 3,799 4,376
 Attempts/Completions 483/325 633/425
 Completion Pct. 67.3% 67.1%
 Had Intercepted 6 9
Punts/Avg. 59/45.1 70/43.6
Net Punting Avg. 40.5 39.3
Penalties/Yards 105/879 90/784
Fumbles/Ball Lost 22/9 28/11
Touchdowns 49 34
 Rushing 24 9
 Passing 25 25
 Returns 0 0

SCORE BY QUARTERS 1 2 3 4 OT T
Cowboys 89 142 82 102 6 421
Opponents 51 89 67 99 0 306

SCORING TDR TDP TDRt 2-Pt PAT FG S   TP
Bailey 0 0 0 0 46/46 27/32 0 127
Elliott 16 15 1 0 0/0 0/0 0 96
Bryant 8 0 8 0 0/0 0/0 0 48
Prescott 6 6 0 0 0/0 0/0 0 36
Beasley 5 0 5 0 0/0 0/0 0 30
Williams 4 0 4 0 0/0 0/0 0 24
Butler 3 0 3 0 0/0 0/0 0 18
Witten 3 0 3 0 0/0 0/0 0 18
Morris 2 2 0 0 0/0 0/0 0 12
Escobar 1 0 1 0 0/0 0/0 0 6
Dunbar 1 1 0 0 0/0 0/0 0 6
Cowboys 49 24 25 0 46/46 27/32 0 421
Opponents 34 9 25 0 27/28 25/32 0 306
2-Pt. Conversions: Cowboys 0/2, Opponents 0/6

FIELD GOALS 11-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+
Bailey 0/ 0 9/ 9 8/ 8 7/ 9 3/ 6
Cowboys 0/ 0 9/ 9 8/ 8 7/ 9 3/ 6
Opponents 0/ 0 7/ 7 14/ 14 3/ 7 1/ 4

PASSING ATT COMP YDS PCT Y/A TD TD% INT INT% L SKS/YDS RATING
Prescott 459 311 3,667 67.8% 8.0 23 5.0% 4 0.9% 83t 25/143 104.9
Sanchez 18 10 93 55.6% 5.2 0 0.0% 2 11.1% 33 3/25 30.3
Romo 4 3 29 75.0% 7.3 1 25.0% 0 0.0% 15 0/0 134.4
Bryant 1 1 10 100.0% 10.0 1 100.0% 0 0.0% 10t 0/0 147.9
Beasley 1 0 0 0.0% 0.0 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0 0/0 39.6
Cowboys 483 325 3,799 67.3% 7.9 25 5.2% 6 1.2% 83t 28/168 103.0
Opponents 633 425 4,376 67.1% 6.9 25 3.9% 9 1.4% 67t 36/209 94.1





I am Oscar De La Hoya. In 1990, I lost  
my mother to breast cancer. I’ve committed 
to providing continued support for breast 
cancer centers and programs around the 
world in honor of her memory and on 
behalf of all those affected by this disease.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUSAN G. KOMEN® PARTNERS:

© 2016 Susan G. Komen®. The Running Ribbon is a registered trademark of Susan G. Komen. To obtain a copy of Komen’s latest financial report, visit  komen.org/Donate/DisclosureStatement.html.

I AM

Act. Donate. Get involved.
komen.org/MoreThanPink



NFC East
W L T

Dallas 13 3 0
NY Giants 11 5 0
Washington 8 7 1
Philadelphia 7 9 0

NFC North
W L T

Green Bay 10 6 0
Detroit 9 7 0
Minnesota 8 8 0
Chicago 3 13 0

NFC South
W L T

Atlanta 11 5 0
Tampa Bay 9 7 0
New Orleans 7 9 0
Carolina 6 10 0

NFC West
W L T

Seattle 10 5 1
Arizona 7 8 1
Los Angeles 4 12 0
San Francisco 2 14 0

2016 RESULTS

13-3 11-5 7-9

3-13 9-7 10-6

11-5 6-10 7-9

7-8-1 10-5-1

9-7

8-8

8-7-1
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4-12 2-14



AFC East
W L T

New England 14 2 0
Miami 10 6 0
Buffalo 7 9 0
NY Jets 5 11 0

AFC North
W L T

Pittsburgh 11 5 0
Baltimore 8 8 0
Cincinnati 6 9 1
Cleveland 1 15 0

AFC South
W L T

Houston 9 7 0
Tennessee 9 7 0
Indianapolis 8 8 0
Jacksonville 3 13 0

AFC West
W L T

Kansas City 12 4 0
Oakland 12 4 0
Denver 9 7 0
San Diego 5 11 0

2016 RESULTS

7-9 10-6 14-2 5-11

8-8 6-9-1 1-15 11-5

9-7 8-8 3-13 9-7

9-7 12-4 12-4 5-11
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VIEW FROM THE BOOTH with Brad Sham

DALLAS OR DYNASTY?
What we are about to see is special. 

We’d be wise to treat it that way. 
The Cowboys, on the other hand, are 

trying to make it more routine.
How special is this week’s divisional 

playoff game at AT&T Stadium? Well, if 
you have a 10-year-old child, for instance, 
she was 1 and in diapers the last time this 
happened. Not the Cowboys playing in the 
divisional game. That just happened two 
years ago. Being good enough to host it? 
That’s something else. That hasn’t hap-
pened since 2007. And the last one be-
fore that? Well, if you’re 30, the last time 
it happened before that you were 12. You 
get the picture.

In the modern, salary-cap era of the 
NFL, this is rare air, certainly for the Cow-
boys. It wasn’t once. And the objective is 
that it not be again. That’s a very big part 
of what this season has been about for the 
Cowboys’ front of ice and coaching staff. 
You’ve read and heard a lot that Dallas has 
been in the playoffs just twice in the last 
seven years, and that’s true. It’s also true 
that they’ve been in the playoffs with a di-
vision title and 12 wins or more twice in 
the last three years. The two out of three is 
what the organization is using as its focus. 

Head coach Jason Garrett began this 
season by saying the overarching goal was 
to ield a team that everyone would be 
proud to be associated with. Yes, to make 
the playoffs, to win the division, get a bye, 
get home ield, win the Super Bowl. Those 
are every team’s goals. But to be a team of 
which every employee and every fan could 
be proud, that was the main objective.

Just a couple of years ago, Garrett also 
said something that should be obvious in 

32 NFL cities. The goal is also to be com-
petitive to win a championship every year. 
Not to be a one-hit wonder in a one-hit 
wonder league. Much as you might hate to 
say it, what you want to be is what New 
England, Pittsburgh, lately Green Bay and 
Seattle have been. In it every year. That’s 
one of the things that this corner believes 
has been so exciting. This doesn’t feel like 
a one-off. This feels like a foundation.

Those of us of a certain age remember 
when network television was the family’s 
chief source of entertainment. Streaming 
was what ishermen did. There were dy-
nasties before Dallas, but Dallas came be-
fore Dynasty. And it was better. 

The original Dallas TV show on CBS 
debuted in 1978 and was a lasting hit. No 
Gunsmoke, maybe, but Dallas was a trend-
setter until it went off the air in 1991. Its 
success was so great that ABC started Dy-
nasty as a competitor in 1981. Lasted until 
1989. Good, but not the original. Did not 
have staying power.

Dallas wants to be a dynasty, but not a 
Dynasty. It wants to be Dallas.

And after all, that’s how the Cowboys 
became the Cowboys. Beginning in the mid 
1960s, 20 consecutive winning seasons, 
always in the playoffs, always knocking 
on the door, occasionally going through it, 
that described the Cowboys. That, in fact, 
is what Jerry Jones and his family bought. 
In the 1990s, before the salary cap, the 
three Super Bowl titles in four years only 
enhanced the gleam and glitter of the star.

The cap has made it harder because you 
can’t keep teams together and you have to 
know who to pay when. You have to scout 
really well. Those things are a big part of 

this Dallas success. For instance, while the 
populace has been ixated on where Tony 
Romo is going to play next, the Cowboys 
are making plans to shore up their offen-
sive line and trying to decide how to keep 
their secondary together.

On the other hand, for the players and 
coaches, right now is all that matters. 
Ask Garrett how this might be like 2009 
or 2014, the past two times the Cowboys 
reached the divisional round. His answer 
is guaranteed to be, “We don’t like to com-
pare teams.” If there is one resounding 
truth about this program, it has been the 
laser focus on today.

Fans, however, can broaden their per-
spective, and Your Humble Correspon-
dent urges this. We’ve established how 
rare this is. For the Cowboys of the 1970s 
and the early-to-mid 1990s, this standard 
of excellence was what they accepted. It’s 
where these Cowboys are trying to get. 
Fans? Don’t forget the forest while you’re 
looking at the trees.

This has been a magical season, unex-
pected and thrilling. Somewhere between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, one has the 
feeling most of you decided this thing 
was ending in Houston on the best possi-
ble note and that was that. Anything less 
would be a cataclysmic failure.

And that, it says here, is a mistaken ap-
proach. If it doesn’t end that way, it will 
be a massive disappointment. Please try 
to appreciate the unexpected gift you’ve 
been given. No one saw this coming. We 
didn’t have this coming. For pity’s sake, 
enjoy and appreciate what’s happened.

 And stay tuned. No reason Dallas and 
dynasty can’t be the same show.
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Brad Sham is in his 38th season as The Voice of the Dallas Cowboys.
The award-winning broadcaster is an inaugural inductee into the Texas Radio Hall of Fame.






