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A loose piece in 
the jigsaw

the system. Many think it is 
unfair.

These themes are examined 
in this issue. On p14 our 
political editor considers the 
UK’s new place in the world. 
On p24 Adam LeBor reports on 
growing panic in EU capitals. 
On p30 we examine what we 
can expect from another 
President Clinton. On p63 we 
review an important new 
argument for the US to drop its 
superpower status. And on p28 
we confront a man who rejects 
the whole damn lot.

More than a week after the 
general election, the 
aftershocks of the political 
earthquake in the UK are still 
rattling Europe’s capitals and 
alarming top players in Nato. 
The tremors are also being felt 
across the Atlantic. 

What is Britain’s future place 
in the world?

The election saw a second 
step down the road towards the 
possibility of Scottish 
independence: the winner, 
David Cameron, is committed 
to a referendum on an exit 

from the European Union. 
In November 2016, the 

world’s most powerful nation 
will elect a new President. One 
contender is Hillary Clinton. 
She has been open in her belief 
that she prefers a united UK 
that would stay inside the EU. 
Leaders of Nato, controlling 
around 70% of global military 
spending, tend to agree. All this 
turmoil has been caused by the 
mere 11.3 million people who 
voted Conservative out of an 
electorate of 46.5 million and a 
nation of 63.5 million. That’s 

Richard Addis
editor@newsweek.comJE
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Big 
shots

 England

 Heroes   
 emerge
Madame Tussauds sculptors 
reveal a first glimpse of work in 
progress on the wax figures of 
Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia 
and Han Solo in preparation for 
the Star Wars exhibition that 
opens on 16 May. It promises to 
be an immersive experience 
featuring 16 of the most famous 
heroes and villains in scenes from 
some of the most iconic 
moments featured in Star Wars 
episodes I-VI.
Photograph: Madame Tussauds 
London
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Big 
shots

Italy

Spare keys
The 2015 Venice Biennale includes 
this dramatic installation by 
contemporary Japanese artist 
Chiharu Shiota called “The Key In 
The Hand”. It is made up of a 
tightly woven ceiling maze of 
50,000 suspended keys jumbled 
up in red fabric, with two boats 
occupying the floor space. “Keys 
are familiar and very valuable 
things that protect important 
people and spaces in our lives 
– they also inspire us to open the 
door to unknown worlds,” says 
Shiota, who lives in Berlin.
Photograph: Gabriel Bouys/Getty 
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 India

 Cost of  
 living
This crowded apartment building 
in Mumbai might not look 
especially salubrious - but such is 
the lack of space in the city for 
housing that it commands a high 
price for anyone wanting to rent 
or buy. A 55 sq m one-bedroom 
apartment works out at around 
€122,000, while renting a similar 
kind of flat in the same building 
costs $285 per month. 
Photograph: Danish Siddiqui/
Corbis

Big 
shots
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Big 
shots

Yemen

Leaning 
tower
The pounding of villages in Sana’a 
by the Saudi-led coalition has 
taken its toll – as this man 
discovers as he approaches what 
remains of a house in Faj Attan. Air 
strikes have forced thousands to 
flee their homes, with little chance 
of ever returning. But Houthi 
rebels have responded positively 
to the offer of a five-day ceasefire 
in return for an end to the fighting 
across Yemen. The air raids have 
killed at least 1,400 people, mostly 
civilians, in recent weeks.
Photograph: Mohamed al-Sayaghi/
Corbis
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Miranda Green London

@greenmiranda

David Cameron’s shock victory 
in the British general election 
makes an in-out referendum on 
the European Union within the 
next two years a certainty – and 
already anti-European MPs are 
manoeuvring to ensure the UK 
votes to leave.

So far, so predictable. But 
what is a great deal more 
complicated is how Britain’s 
potential exit from the EU will 
impact on the break-up of the 
United Kingdom.

The Scottish National Party 
(SNP), with its tally of MPs 
strengthened from six to 56 
and now the third-largest party 
at Westminster, warns that a 
result in which English votes 
were weighted towards leaving 
the EU while the Scots voted 
‘in’ would trigger another 
referendum on independence 
– this time much more likely, 
say pollsters, to result in a 
“Scoxit” from the UK.

“The SNP will be really 
crucial in this, because 
although they are pro-EU it 
would actually help them 
achieve their objective if we 
lost,” says a leader of the 
umbrella campaign for British 
membership, which is set to be 
unveiled late this month.

Cameron, meanwhile, hopes 
to conduct a renegotiation of 
Britain’s membership terms as 
fast as is diplomatically 

possible, beginning at next 
month’s Brussels summit. He 
could then put this reformed 
arrangement to the voters as 
early as next year. In the 
post-election reshuffle of his 
ministers, key Right-wingers 
were included in the 
government to ensure loyalty 
and encourage the bulk of the 
party to follow Cameron’s lead 
on the issue. But influential 
MPs have already begun to 
raise demands Britain may be 
unable to extract from other 
European leaders.

“It is entirely fair if people 
feel they should push this 
process further,” said Graham 
Brady, chairman of the 
powerful 1922 Committee 
which represents Tory MPs,  
in calm but menacing tones.  
He indicated that limited 
reforms to benefit entitlements, 
for example, would not satisfy 
many of his colleagues, and 
demanded freedom for 
Conservative politicians to 
campaign on both sides of  
the referendum.

David Davis, once Cameron’s 
rival for the party leadership, is 
arguing that Britain should be 
allowed multiple opt-outs from 
European laws and regulations 
– a “pick and choose” attitude 
designed to irritate other EU 
nations and once dismissed by 
William Hague as tantamount 
to undermining the union.

At the 7 May election, 54%  
of voters chose either the 

increasingly Eurosceptic 
Conservatives or the United 
Kingdom Independence Party 
(Ukip), which advocates 
withdrawal from the EU. Ukip 
won only a single Commons 
seat, but 13% support in the 
country. And Nigel Farage, 
remaining as leader despite 
failing for the third time to win 
a seat in parliament, has 
threatened to withhold support 
from anything other than the 
“right” sort of referendum.

Both sides are lining up to 
define the choice over Europe 
in terms that favour their 
desired outcome.

Campaigners for Britain’s 
continued EU membership will 
demand a lower voting age and 
a referendum question 
fashioned for a positive answer.

After last September’s 
independence vote in Scotland, 
the embryo ‘in’ campaign 
believes it can win if the 
electorate is asked to tick a ‘yes’ 
box – Scots wanting to stay in 
the UK were asked to vote ‘no’, 
which led to a nail-biting, 
last-minute majority for the 
union and a campaign where 
all the positive energy was 
generated by the secessionists.

Including younger voters is 
seen as vital because polls show 
they are more instinctively in 
favour of Britain’s international 
links and value the right to live 
and work abroad in their own 
future education and career. 
Most of the opposition parties 

in Westminster are already in 
favour of votes at 16, with 
members of the Lords already 
agitating for broader voting 
rights in the referendum.

But the SNP has not 
committed itself to cross-party 
moves to secure a favourable 
question and expanding the 
franchise to 16- and 17-year-
olds. With the pro-EU Liberal 
Democrats reduced to eight 
seats and Labour distracted by 
its leadership contest, SNP 
votes could be crucial. 
Cameron only has a majority of 
12, making his premiership 

Politics

Scotland plans to declare independence  
and stay in the EU if Britain votes to leave
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Conservatives 331 seats
Labour 232 seats
Scottish National Party 56 seats
Liberal Democrats 8 seats
Plaid Cymru 3 seats
UKIP 1 seat
Green Party 1 seat

How Britain voted in the 
general election 2015
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vulnerable to rebellions from
the Right and the Left.

A recent ComRes poll 
injected some optimism into 
the pro-EU camp, showing a 
56% to 34% lead for staying in, 
even if the referendum was 
held without reform. But the 
monthly trackers of public 
opinion tend to be narrower 
– and the Scottish experience 
shows that a campaign with the 
feel of a popular uprising 
against “those in charge” can 
quickly eat into a majority for 
the status quo.

The ‘in’ crowd are desperate 
to create a campaign that 
appeals to everyday Brits and 

their concerns, rather than
parading business chieftains to 
argue about the benefi ts of 
export markets and 
streamlined regulation.

As Larry Summers, the 
American economist and 
Democrat politician, observed 
after the UK election: “A broad 
internationalist elite is not in 
fashion anywhere.”

Analysts identify an era in 
which the public can be 
swayed by a mood of rebellion 
against those who hold the 
purse-strings rather than 
rational assessment of what’s 
in their wallets.

“The politics of identity, be it 

Scottishness or Englishness,
holds the key to voters’ hearts,” 
says Marcus Roberts, a Scot 
who works in London for 
Labour’s Fabian Society.

During the election 
campaign, the Conservatives 
harnessed a nascent English 
nationalism by playing up fears 
of a Labour government 
pushed around by SNP 
insurgents. It worked but could 
now make for a wildly unstable 
future, with two interlinked 
crises at the heart of Cameron’s 
second term as prime minister.

“It is no longer fanciful,” 
wrote Philip Stephens, FT
commentator, “to see Scotland 

leaving Britain and Britain
leaving Europe.”

David Cameron’s political 
opponents gleefully predict the 
third possible split would be in 
the Conservative Party, torn 
between loyalists and “better-
off -outers”. But that would 
prove scant consolation.

Marching on Westminster: leader of the SNP Nicola Sturgeon is joined by the party’s newly elected MPs as they gather in front of the Forth Rail Bridge

Adam LeBor
Cameron’s UK 
victory has 
implications 
for Europe 

beyond a possible Brexit 
Page 24
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 PAGE ONE

Noah Blaser & Dogu Eroglu

Ankara @nblaser18

The night Rasid Tugral vanished 
from his home in the Turkish 
capital of Ankara, the 26-year-
old packed no suitcase, stuffed 
less than €100 of cash into his 
pockets and left his treasured 
DSLR camera to gather dust on 
the bedroom floor.

For three months, it seemed 
the astrophysics student had 
simply disappeared from 
Turkey’s elite Middle East 
Technical University, where he 
was known as a raffish extrovert 
with a love for astrophotography 
and the works of cosmologist 
Carl Sagan. But in March this 
year Rasid posted to his 
Facebook a sprawling, 14-page 
diary chronicling life among 
militants of the self-declared 
Islamic State, or Isis. The diary 
provides a unique glimpse into 
the everyday miseries of life in 
Isis-held Syria and the 
psychological toll of air strikes 
on new recruits.

The diary also highlights 
Ankara’s continued silence over 
the growing number of Turkish 
citizens joining Isis. A month and 
a half after the diary’s posting, 
scant media attention has been 
levelled at Rasid’s transition from 
student at “Turkey’s Harvard” to 
a village near Homs in Syria, or 
to the alarming freedom 
enjoyed by the Turkish-
language jihadi websites that 
helped lure him there.

The Nato member recently 
approved the use of an airbase 
in southern Turkey for US drone
missions in Syria and will host a 
US-sponsored train-and-equip 
programme for anti-Isis rebels. 
Beginning in early 2014, 
“Ankara has also switched its 
efforts to detain and deport 
foreigners travelling to Syria 
through Turkey into 

hyperdrive”, says Aaron Stein,
an associate fellow at the Royal
United Services Institute.

Still, 1,500 Turkish citizens
are fighting in jihadi movements
in Syria, says Stein, far above
Ankara’s official estimate of 700.
Even Turkish citizens at home
who “tout their allegiance to Isis
on Twitter and Facebook are

his former classmates, Rasid’s 
childhood in a deeply religious, 
affluent Ankara household did 
not soften his scepticism of
Turkey’s Islamist-rooted ruling 
party, nor did it prevent him
from declaring physicist Richard 
Feynman, an avowed atheist, to 
be his favourite intellectual.

But in 2014, as Turkey’s

Isis

From budding astrophysicist at ‘Turkey’s 
Harvard’ to shell-shocked Islamist fighter

Jihadi warrior: Rasid poses with fellow Turkish-born Isis member Hasan Eksi on Facebook last month

able to escape detection, while 
Ankara focuses on the larger 
tide of foreign jihadis using 
Turkey as an entry point”, 
Stein says.

Like countless other 
college-age Turks, Rasid became 
an active Twitter user when he 
joined anti-government street 
protests in 2013. According to 
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against it. His description of the 
self-declared caliphate challenges 
the myth of “five-star jihad” 
propagated by Isis recruiters.

Rasid and other recruits 
spend weeks in a cramped, 
filthy cave while his overseers 
dither over how to integrate 
them into Isis. Assigned to a 
house near the battered city of 
Homs, Rasid calls his quarters 
“a kind of prison” where 
recruits sleep two to a mattress, 
cough down miserable fare and 
face air strikes so harrowing that 
he and his companions decide 
to flee the city. Caught on the 
road by a band of Isis fighters, 
Raid’s group is promised better 
conditions, but is instead driven 
to “some kind of cattle shed. It 
had no door or place to sleep, so 
we curled up in the fetal 
position” against the February 
cold, he writes. When Rasid 
finally joins Isis fighters in a 
battle for a hilltop near Homs, 
he huddles in a ditch wondering 
if the shivering recruit next to 
him might die of hypothermia.

A repackaging of those 
misadventures could help 
counter Isis propaganda, 
though it alone won’t begin to 
dissuade Turkish recruits, says 
Ozdemir. Ankara needs to crack 
down on pro-jihadi pundits and 
their unrestrained social media 
extensions, and should block 
the Facebook accounts of 
fighters like Rasid, he believes.

Without that, Turkey is 
counteracting its own success in 
limiting the flow of foreign 
fighters to Syria, says Ozdemir. 
“These steps could go a long 
way. After all, Turkey will 
always be on the front line 
against Isis.”

student activists floundered 
under government pressure, 
Rasid turned increasingly 
toward his faith for meaning. He 
joined a Koran study group 
organised by three close friends, 
“and began to read the Koran  
like one of his science 
textbooks, accepting the text as 
the literal truth”, says a close 
relative, speaking to Newsweek 
on condition of anonymity.

By the spring of 2014, one 

member of Rasid’s Koranic
study circle had joined Isis, and 
began to share jihadi videos 
with Rasid online. Rasid began 
to share similar content on his 
own Twitter account in July.

Ankara heavily polices social 
media, sentencing a student to a 
one-year prison term in April 
for retweeting a satirical 
comment about a ruling party 
official. Though Rasid’s activist 
past made him a prime target 
for government surveillance, he 
would post a lengthy stream of 
pro-Isis videos on Facebook and 
Twitter over seven months 
without any consequence.

Featuring videos from 
YouTube accounts like “Talha 
Musa”, which over the past year 
has shared scores of Turkish-
subtitled Isis sermons without 
being blocked, Rasid’s Twitter 
activity illustrates how “pro-Isis 
Turkish language social media 
accounts aren’t normally 
suspended if they don’t also 
stray into English or French”, 
says Omer Behram Ozdemir, a 
researcher at Sakarya University 
who focuses on jihadi 
recruitment in Turkey. Though 
Turkey blocks an estimated 
78,000 websites, Ozdemir 
points out that Ankara only 
recently blocked Takva Haber, a 
leading news portal for Turkish 
jihadis. When it was blocked in 
late March, its creators 
promptly changed the site’s 
domain from “.com” to “.net”, 
and announced a sister site, 
Enfal Haber. The new sites 
remain uncensored.

Rasid stepped up his postings 

in September 2014. In that
month, he entered a master’s 
programme at the rural Finnish 
university of Jyväskylä, where 
his posts about jihad mixed 
uneasily with stunning 
long-exposure shots of Finland’s 
Northern Lights he shared on 
Facebook. At a local mosque, he 
began an unsuccessful attempt 
to recruit locals to join Isis. “We 
debated against his false 
theology every day,” Mohamed 
Ahmed Haji Omar, a Somali-
born resident of Jyväskylä, tells 
Newsweek. “Time and again, he 
tried to show the youth here 
videos about Isis.” 

While Finnish police seemed 
unaware of Rasid’s activities at 
the mosque, they became 
alarmed by his Facebook posts 
and questioned him in November 
2014. Two weeks later Rasid 
returned to Turkey, disappearing 
into Syria on 10 January.

If Rasid’s story shows the ease 
with which Turkish citizens can 
access and share pro-Isis 
propaganda, his diary of life in 
Syria may prove a useful tool 

Two Numbers

8 12
The number of Liberal 

Democrat MPs left in the  
UK parliament

The number of people  
who have walked  

on the Moon

Star student: Rasid poses in his bedroom in Ankara in December 2010

From Rasid’s diary

‘A situation like 
that totally breaks 
down your nerves’

“The jets strike close enough 
that you can watch the 
individual bombs fall through 
the sky ... You’re in the middle 
of breakfast and suddenly a 
helicopter is prowling above, 
and everybody goes running 
outside to the trenches for 
cover. A situation like that 
totally breaks down  
your nerves.”

“Finally our conditions had 
pushed us to flee,” writes 
Rasid of his fellow recruits, 
who abandon their camp after 
weeks of air strikes and 
worsening living conditions. 
Caught on the road by a band 
of militants, they’re promised 
better conditions, but are 
soon driven to “some kind of 
cattle shed. It had no door or 
place to sleep, so we curled up 
in the fetal position”. An 
algae-choked water tank their 
only source of hydration, “it 
was amazing we didn’t 
contract dysentery”, he notes.

“We were behind the hill 
and tracer fire flashed above 
us. It was the first time I’d 
heard gunfire so close ... I was 
also freezing. The wind and 
rain were horrendous, and we 
were worried the kid next to 
me would freeze because he 
didn’t have a coat ... Already 
two [militants] had died here 
the day before.”
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 PAGE ONE

Maxim Tucker Odessa

@MaxRTucker

Ukrainian officials say they have 
thwarted a Russian plot to 
create a breakaway state in 
south-western Ukraine using 
“false-flag” attacks by militants 
dressed as Ukrainian 
nationalists to incite unrest and 
garner support for a pro-
Russian “Bessarabian People’s 
Republic”. The plan was to be 
accompanied by a country-wide 
bombing campaign intended to 
distract authorities and hamper 
their ability to respond.

Ukraine’s authorities 
swooped on terror suspects 
across the country ahead of 
the Second World War victory 
celebrations on 9 May, when 
the plan was due to be 
implemented, making a string 
of arrests in the cities of Kiev, 
Odessa, Kharkiv and 
Dnipropetrovsk. Four Russian 
nationals were detained 
during the raids.

In the Black Sea port of 
Odessa alone, intended to 
become the seceding republic’s 
capital, 226 officers from 
Ukraine’s state security service, 
the SBU, took part in a massive 
counter-terror operation of 
“unprecedented” scale.

According to the SBU, 120 
members of “Alfa”, its crack 

weapons squad, stormed 19 
properties across the city 
ahead of 9 May, arresting 20 
people and seizing caches of 
cash, explosives, automatic 
rifles and heavy machine guns 
produced in Russia. Mirroring 
events that saw parts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
split from Ukraine last year, 
conspirators had planned to 
manufacture popular unrest 
through propaganda and 
capitalise on it by seizing 
government buildings.

“Specially trained groups 

were asked to play the role of 
Ukrainian nationalists,” said 
Vitaliy Naida, head of the SBU 
department responsible for 
intercepting online traffic. They 
planned to stage attacks on 
Soviet veterans and distribute 
videos of the attacks online, on 
Russian television and using 
pro-Russian outlets in Odessa.”

The SBU says it captured 
hard drives with financial 
reports and email trails 
showing conspirators in Odessa 
were coordinated by Russian 
intelligence in St Petersburg 
and Rostov-on-Don.

Officers also claim to have 
discovered a manifesto for the 
‘Bessarabian People’s Council’ 
and maps outlining the state’s 
borders with Transnistria, a 
largely unrecognised mini-state 
that seceded from Moldova in 
1990 with Russian military 
support and has been propped 
up by successive governments 
in Moscow ever since.

The Kremlin denies 
supporting separatist 
movements or backing terrorist 
groups in Ukraine, although 
Moscow’s involvement in the 
simmering conflict here has 
become evident through the 
presence of sophisticated 
Russian equipment and the 
capture of Russian troops in the 
country. The Russian 

Federation’s Embassy in Kiev 
acknowledged that Russian 
nationals had been arrested in 
the raids, but refused to 
comment further.

“At the present time, 
consular workers are carrying 
out all the necessary 
procedures to provide legal 
assistance to the detainees,” 
the embassy said. “The 
incident is under control of the 
embassy leadership.”

Odessa bristled with fresh 
security ahead of the WW2 
anniversary, with more than 
3,000 police officers and 
national guardsmen 
dispatched to the city. 
Concrete checkpoints with 
armoured personnel carriers 
and Kalashnikov-wielding 
officers were set up on the 
roads in and out of town, while 
police reconnaissance teams 
scanned crowd movements 
from the rooftops of key 
government buildings.

Odessa is home to a large 
minority of ethnic Russians. 
Violent clashes between armed 
pro-Russian and Ukrainian 
groups led to the deaths of as 
many as 48 people on 2 May 
last year, the vast majority of 
them Russian sympathisers 
trapped in a building set ablaze 
by Molotov cocktails hurled by 
Ukrainian nationalists.

Russia

Ukraine claims to foil Kremlin                          
plot for new breakaway state

Flashback: last May in Odessa

Perspectives

The Netherlands
A Dutch activist faces prison 
under a centuries-old law, after 
cursing the country’s king at an 
anti-racism rally. Abulkasim 
al-Jaber, shouted “f*** the king 
and f*** the monarchy” and is 
refusing to pay a €500 fine. The 
case has divided the liberal 
country. 

Italy
Migrants continue to be a 
contentious issue in Italy, 
particularly following remarks 
made by the Italian interior 
minister who suggested that they 
should have to work for free. The 
comments caused an outcry with 
many protesting the measure 
would mark a return to slavery. 

France
A French actress has been 
arrested for climbing the gates of 
Kensington Palace in London to 
film a stunt for a movie about 
Prince Harry. Connasse: Princesse 

des Coeurs (The Parisian Bitch) 
has become a box office hit in 
France and is set to be unveiled at 
Cannes Film Festival this week.

Belgium
Belgium’s main court of 
appeal has ruled that a Syrian 
man who decapitated his wife 
and daughter can walk free after 
local officials forgot to fill in a 
crucial section of his paperwork. 
The section stating that 
Abdullah Saad, 34, must remain 
in detention was left empty.
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Elisabeth Braw Tallinn

@elisabethbraw

Russia’s display of military 
muscle during last week’s 
VE Day celebrations may have 
looked menacing to observers 
in Washington, London and 
Berlin – but for the people 
of Estonia it was a chilling 
reminder of their country’s 
ongoing vulnerability.

No surprise, then, that 
Estonia has just completed its 
largest ever military exercise 
and will continue to invest 
heavily in national security as 
a statement of intent to its 
Russian neighbours.

Estonia (population 
1.3 million) joined Nato more 
than 10 years ago and is one of 
only four member states to 
spend the recommended 2% of 
GDP on defence (the other three 
are the US, the UK and Greece).

“Hopefully we will never 
have to fi nd out what real war is 
like, but these exercises give us 
a sense of the acuteness of the 
situation,” said Luukas Ilves, an 
Estonian third lieutenant 
reservist who was called up by 
the Estonian Defence Forces to 
take part in the training.

Wearing a camoufl age 

uniform and face paint, Ilves 
– the son of  Estonian President 
Toomas Hendrik Ilves and an 
American mother – says: “After 
the exercise, we’ll be as ready as 
we can be as a reserve army.”

Ready – and armed. 
Cannons, Mistral surface-to-air 
missiles and Browning 
machine guns were all tested 
during the exercises, which 
were attended by Newsweek.

Thanks to other countries’ 
military downsizing, the 
Estonian Defence Forces have 
acquired a considerable 
amount of modern equipment 
at a discount rate and have also 
been buying more new 
equipment, including a recent 
purchase of 80 Javelin systems 
from the United States.

This was Estonia’s fi rst 
military exercise involving 
all its reservists since its 
re-independence in 1991. 
In total, around 13,000 
reservists, active-duty troops 
and conscripts participated. 
With the country’s standing 
army comprising only 3,200 
men, reservists play a more 
important role in Estonia 
than they would in most 
other Western countries.

“This is a hugely important 

exercise for us,” said 
Lieutenant-General Riho 
Terras, the Commander of the 
Estonian Defence Forces. “Our 
allies are participating, but this 
time, our focus is on our 
national defence forces.” 

And those forces practising 
air defence on the coast of the 
Gulf of Finland seemed proud 
to be involved. 

Spread out along the coast 
were some 500 young men 
(and the occasional young 
woman) wearing new 
uniforms. They were targeting 
aeroplanes fl ying in the 
distance at a speed of 40 
metres per second.

A Belgian platoon consisting 
of 45 active-duty soldiers and 
offi  cers joined the reservists to 
train with them. In total,  more 
than 600 troops from other 
Nato countries were involved. 

The Nato connection is, of 
course, Estonia’s real defence. 
Nato fi ghter jets now patrol its 
air space and that of Latvia 
and Lithuania, and if Estonia 
were attacked, its Nato allies 
would come to its defence. 

But exercises such as this 
one earn respect among 
Estonia’s allies. And send a 
clear signal to Moscow.K
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Ready to fight: “These exercises give us a sense of the acuteness of the situation,” says an Estonian reservist

If I l d th ld

Cindy Gallop
Entrepreneur, and founder of 

MakeLoveNotPorn and 

IfWeRanTheWorld

One law I would pass: A new 
legal defi nition of adult 
content. My startup MLNP 
fi ghts a battle every day, 
because sex tech is refused 
everything other businesses 
can take for granted and it 
makes disrupting sex for the 
better extremely challenging.
Who I’d ennoble: All 
teachers, nurses, hospice 
workers and sex educators. 
One thing I would ban:
Gender bias, which holds back 
innovation and progress. 
Women challenge the status 
quo because we are never it.
Who I’d send to Siberia: The 
leaders of every bank. They 
wouldn’t be allowed to return 
until they had cut out all fees 
and reminded themselves 
they work for the people 
whose money they bank, not 
the other way around.
Where I’d build my palace: I 
wouldn’t. I’d take the budget 
and build as much comfortable 
shelter housing as possible for 
people who needed it 
anywhere in the world.
The book every child would 
have to read: A younger 
age- appropriate version of Al 
Vernacchio’s For Goodness 

Sex for teens. In a world where 
children stumble upon porn 
on the internet as early as the 
age of six, learning about real 
world sex is critical for happy 
relationships and happy lives.

Baltic states

Estonia completes largest military 
exercise as fears of Russia increase



TOP 10 DEALS 2014
 Location  Property  Price  Purchaser
 London HSBC HQ $1.718bn Qatar Investment Authority

 London  Canary Wharf Tower $1.199bn  China Life Insurance/Qatar Inv Auth

 London  Swiss Re Tower $1.159bn  Safra Group

 Greenhithe  Bluewater $1.099bn  Land Securities

 London  Merrill Lynch FC  $967m   Norges Bank Invt Mgmt

 Leicester  Fosse Shopping Park  $583m Crown Estate/SAFE

 London New Scotland Yard $578m Abu Dhabi Financial Group (ADFG)

 London  125 Old Broad Street   $547m  Blackstone 

 Manchester  RBS HQ  $534m  Prudential

London Woolgate Exchange $521m Cathay Financial Holdings
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AT THE HEART
OF UK INWARD
INVESTMENT

at www.mipimuk.co.uk
Register for MIPIM UK60+ 

CONFERENCES & 
NETWORKING EVENTS

5,000
PARTICIPANTS

100+ 
STANDS

TO EXHIBIT, ADVERTISE OR SPONSOR
Please call Abi Benedict on +44 (0) 20 7528 0086 or email mipimuk@reedmidem.com

$4.864bn
from China to UK

$2.992bn
from Canada to

$7.451bn
from Gulf to UK

$1.852bn 
from Singapore to UK

Glasgow
$1.988bn

Birmingham
$3.153bn

Leeds
$1.770bn

Manchester
$3.916bn

London
$42.889bn

2014 Investment fl ows 2014 Top markets

City
$1.000bn

from USA to UK

$22.639bn
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Farming

The Sikh migrants tending mozzarella buffalo as they 
keep one of Italy’s most traditional foodstuffs alive

Dairyman: “Sikhs have taken a job Italians don’t want to do any more”

Silvia Marchetti Rome

If you scroll the phone directory 
of Pontinia, a rural town south 
of Rome, you might be 
surprised to find dozens of 
people named Singh. 

At Bufalara on Lake 
Caprolace red-turbaned and 
long-bearded Sikh farmers 
from Punjab are easy to spot as 
they tend freely grazing 
mozzarella buffalo with a care 
and devotion that Italians lack. 
Or can’t be bothered with.

They don’t just feed, milk and 
wash the animals and clean the 
stables. Sikhs also have a central 
role in making of the premium 
buffalo mozzarella cheese, 
which is granted special status 
by the EU if produced in the 
region stretching from southern 
Latium to the Campania region.

“I like working in the stables 
– I know the names of all the 30 
buffalo,” says Harb Singh, 48, 
who has learned to make 
mozzarella and hopes to be able 
to return to India in 10 years to 
open his own dairy farm. “My 
son is learning the job so one 
day he can take my place.”

There are roughly 60,000 
Sikhs living in the area, the 

second largest cluster in Italy. 
Roughly 800 of them work in 
the 2,000 dairy farms 
specialised in producing 
mozzarella with buffalo milk - 
stronger and saltier in taste 
than cow’s milk and therefore 
more expensive.

Early in the morning you 
come across Sikhs as they bike 
to work along dusty country 
roads in traditional costumes. 
The streets are lined with 
mozzarella stands also run by 
Indians.

“Sikh farmers have rescued 
our mozzarella from 
extinction,” says Marco 
Omizzolo, co-founder of 
non-profit organisation In 
Migrazione and runner of an 
Indian migrants’ support 
center. “They have taken up a 
job that Italians don’t want to 
do any more. And they have 
great skills due to their 
traditional familiarity with 
buffalo.”

“They have a farming and 
breeding background and the 
fields in Punjab are similar to 
these ones,” says Omizzolo. 
“Even if they don’t worship 
cows like Hindus, they don’t eat 
meat and nourish a particular 

respect for all life forms.”
Life in the dairy farms is 

tough: shifts go from 5am to 
9pm and there are at least three 
milking sessions a day, with few 
holidays as the buffalo need 
constant “baby sitting”. In every
stable there are at least two Sikh
workers. Regulars get paid €9 
per hour, but the 70% without a 
contract get just €3.50.

But it’s less harsh than 
working in the fields where 
landlords often exploit Indian 
farmers, sometimes paying as 
little as €1 per hour. Italy has no
minimum wage and the “black 

labour market”, where workers 
are virtually invisible to the 
state, is common in many 
industries and affects 
immigrants and Italians alike.

Working as dairymen means 
also sending home money. 
Mandeep Singh, 25, is paying 
for the new house his father is 
building for him in Punjab. 
“When I go back, I’ll find a 
beautiful wife and have 
children.” 

But for the time being, he’s 
needed to keep top-of-the-
range Made in Italy produce on 
Europe’s shelves.
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A nose for 
diplomatic 
niceties
Prince Harry performs a 
traditional Maori greeting or 
“hongi” with Lewis Moeau as 
he attends a ceremony of 
welcome at Government 
House in Wellington, New 
Zealand, as part of an 
eight-day tour of the 
country. In the hongi, the 
“ha” (or breath of life), is 
exchanged and intermingled 
and through the exchange of 
this physical greeting, one is 
no longer considered 
manuhiri or visitor.
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Mihir Bose London

@mihirbose

Europe, the powerhouse of 
football, is facing the most 
serious challenge to its 
domination of the world game 
as Fifa president Sepp Blatter 
seeks revenge for European 
associations’ attempt to unseat 
him from the leadership of the 
sport’s governing body.

On the fi eld Europe has never 
been more powerful. European 
nations have won the past three 
World Cups: Italy in 2006, Spain 
in 2010 and Germany in 2014. 
The best world players are on 
display every week in the 
continent and the Champions 
League is the most prestigious 
league in the world. But in two 
weeks’ time, in a committee 
room in Zurich, Fifa will hold an 
emergency executive meeting 
which could decide that there
should be fewer Euro
teams in the 2018 Wo
Cup in Russia.

The meeting will c
day after Fifa’s 
presidential election
which has seen 
Europe mastermind
the campaign to 
unseat Blatter, 
right, whose recent 

stewardship has seen the body 
embroiled in a series of 
corruption scandals.

Europe wants 15 of the 32 
World Cup fi nal slots available 
but non-Europeans, arguing this 
is grossly unfair – no other 
continent has ever had more 
than six – would like a more 
equitable slicing of the cake. 
This could reduce Europe from 
its current tally of 13 to 10, 
making it harder for European 
teams to qualify.

Two of Blatter’s three 
opponents for the Fifa 
presidency are Europeans, 
including legendary Portuguese 
player Luís Figo, and there is 
much European anger that the 
78-year-old Blatter went back on 
his word to retire and is seeking 
a fi fth term. Blatter is expected 
to win but, as one insider told 
Newsweek: “Blatter wants to 
teach Europe a lesson. To 

n executive 
e meeting the 
he election has 
appened before 
d is a sure sign of 
s thinking.”
Some Blatter 

upporters have 
one public on 
utting Europe 
ack to size. Jeff  

Webb, who runs football in 
North and Central America and 
the Caribbean – and is seen as 
Blatter’s successor – has 
pointed out that all other world 
competitions run by Fifa, like 
the Under-20 tournament, have 
proportional representation. 
“But for some reason for the 
men’s World Cup sports politics 
takes over and we have it wrong. 
Let’s correct that wrong.”

In Zurich, Europe will argue 
that World Cup places should be 
decided on merit. As Gianni 
Infantino, secretary general of 
Uefa, which runs European 
football, puts it: “Nineteen of 
the top 32 ranked associations 
are European. To crown the 
world champions you must 
have the best teams. Football is 
not like the Olympic Games 
where the key is to participate. 
In football the importance is to 
win so it is about sporting 
results and the sporting results 
are clearly for Europe.”

But as past decisions by Fifa, 
like awarding the 2022 World 
Cup to Qatar, show, logic does 
not always prevail. And, as one 
Fifa executive member told 
Newsweek: “If it comes to a 
vote, Europe with eight votes in 
the 24-man executive, will be in 
a minority.”

Sport

Europe faces cut in football World 
Cup spots as Blatter takes revenge
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Rena Amin 
Pharmacist and 
Independent Prescriber

‘I’ve had to 
start thinking 
like a doctor’
“As a pharmacist with 
independent prescribing 
rights I can diagnose a patient 
with hypertension or asthma. 
I can start a treatment, order 
blood tests, do diagnostic 
tests and manage them 
before and after the diagnosis 
and then follow up – all 
independently and 
autonomously. I take full 
accountability for all 
decisions I make.”

Rena Amin is a qualifi ed 
pharmacist and member of 
the Royal Pharmaceutical 
Society. Suitably qualifi ed 
pharmacists have been able to 
become fully independent 
prescribers since 2006.

“One thing that really gets 
honed into you is to work within 
your competency. Anything I 
feel is outside my competency, 
I seek help from my medical 
colleagues. Likewise, if they 
fi nd something challenging in 
terms of medicine optimisation 
or patients with complex 
needs, they hand that patient 
back to me.”

“In our practice we’ve 
consciously made my 
consultations 20 minutes 
instead of 10 for GPs. If you 
have very limited time, it can 
be a waste of time for me and 
the patient. I’ve had to start 
thinking like a doctor. A patient 
walks into my consulting room 
and often I don’t know why 
they’ve come, just like when 
the patient sees a GP.”

Edited by 
Andy Friedman
www.parnglobal.com

Biting fi t
Six-year-old 
acrobat Li 
Zhengyang 
bends his body 
and balances 
with his mouth 
gripping a 
tripod during 
the opening 
ceremony of a 
local tourism 
festival in east 
China’s Anhui 
province.
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The week ahead 

Monday 18 May
The 68th session of the World 
Health Assembly (WHA, 
supreme decision-making 
body of the WHO) starts in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Up for 
the discussion is how to make 
the world more prepared 
to handle future health 
emergencies, after last year’s 
devastating Ebola outbreak. 

Tuesday 19 
May
The annual 
Asian 
Leadership 
Conference 
begins in Seoul,
South Korea. This year’s 
keynote speakers include Jack 
Ma, above, founder and CEO 
of Alibaba, and the agenda 
includes the development of 
the Eurasian Railway.

Turkey’s celebrates its 
Commemoration of Atatürk, 
Youth and Sports Day.

Thursday 21 May
President Obama will host 
Tunisian President Beji Caid 
Essebsi at the White House 
to discuss the continued 
consolidation of Tunisia’s 
democracy and US-Tunisian
security co-operation

The Monaco Gran
Prix will unfold over
the next four days 
in glamorous 
Monte Carlo.

Saturday 23 May
You either love it or 
hate it: this year ma
60 years of the 
Eurovision Song 
Contest, to be host
in 2015 by Austria,
the victory of Conc
Wurst, right, last ye
Australia debuts as
a guest entry.  

Sunday 24 May
The last matches
English football’s
League season tak

Gogo Lidz Seattle

@gogolidz

A husband-and-wife team of 
vision researchers have begun 
work on fi nding the world’s 
fi rst ever cure for colour-
blindness, six years after they 
successfully treated the 
condition in a pair of squirrel 
monkeys in a groundbreaking 
2009 ophthalmological study.

Last month Jay and Maureen 
Neitz, who are both professors 
of ophthalmology at the 
University of Washington, 
paired up with Avalanche 
Biotechnologies, a Californian 
company whose focus is on the 
treatment of eye diseases, to 
explore the use of gene therapy 
to fi x the condition in humans.

One in 12 men is colour-
blind, but only 0.5% of women. 
This is due to a trick of genetics: 
the two opsin genes that 
colour-blind people lack are 
carried on the X chromosome. 
If you are female, you have two 
X chromosomes – meaning that 
women have a back-up pair if 
one set doesn’t work. But with 
men, if their X chromosome is 
faulty, they will end up 
colour-blind. 

The couple fi rst 
experimented on the squirrel 
monkeys because they lack a 
gene that allows colour-
sensitive cells in the eye, called 
cones, meaning that like 
humans with colour-blindness, 
the animals can’t distinguish 
between red and green hues.

They injected the monkeys’ 
retinas with the genetic code in 
human eyes for red pigment, 
giving the monkeys an extra 
class of cone photoreceptor 
and thus allowing them to 
eventually see the whole colour
spectrum.

Now the couple will begin 
applying what they learned 
with monkeys to colour-blind 

is “the richest” colour for him.
Although the condition does 
not aff ect one’s health per se, 
sometimes, there are tragic 
consequences of colour-
blindness. One Of Jay Neitz’s 
patients caused a fatal car 
accident because he couldn’t 
see a fl ashing red light.

But now a debate is raging in 
ophthalmological circles about 
adding even more colours to 
our vision. Besides red, green 
and blue cones, 12% of all 
women are believed to have a 
fourth cone in their retinas. The 
extra cone is usually non-
functioning, but a very few 
women, known as tetrachromats, 
have an active fourth cone and 
can see 100 million shades of 
colour – about 100 times more 
than the rest of us.

In 2010, the fi rst such woman 
was found during a British 
study on the mutation and 
since more female 
tetrachromats have come 
forward, like Concetta Antico, 
an Australian artist based in 
San Diego. “The little stones 
jump out at me with oranges, 
yellows, greens, blues and 
pinks,” she says. “I’m kind of 
shocked when I realise what 
other people aren’t seeing.”

Health

Husband-and-wife team begin 
work on cure for colour-blindness

World of colours: researchers will 
use squirrel monkeys as models. 
Tetrachromat Concetta Antico’s 
painting, above
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people, with testing on humans 
beginning as soon as in a 
couple of years’ time. And 
they’re confi dent a cure is 
possible. “I don’t think there’s 
any question that it will work,” 
says Maureen Neitz.

Some people have 
achromatopsia – they can’t see 
any colour at all. But it’s very 
rare: one in every 33,000 
people. Most people with 
impaired colour vision don’t 
diff erentiate between green 
and red. Facebook is blue 
because co-founder Mark 
Zuckerberg is red-green 
colour-blind, and he says blue 
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Politics
Cameron’s UK win has implications 
for Europe beyond a possible Brexit

Adam LeBor 
in Budapest

@adamlebor

Now Europe’s shock at David Cameron’s surprise 
electoral victory has worn off , there is a growing 
realisation that he is already reshaping the debate 
about Europe’s future. The Conservative Party 
has pledged to hold a referendum by the end of 
2017 on whether Britain should leave the EU. 
Cameron, below, wants Britain to remain, but a 
Brexit remains a possibility.

EU member states will have to decide if new 
initiatives will help or hinder Cameron’s campaign 
to keep Britain in the EU, says Vivien Pertusot, of 
the French Institute of International Relations, a 
Brussels thinktank. “The UK debate about EU 
membership is no longer just a British debate, but 
a European one. Cameron will come to the table 
with demands that can aff ect the development 
and functioning of the EU as a group of nations. 
Some policies may now be delayed. Others may 
never see the light of day.”

The threat of a Brexit is already casting a long 
shadow. “All capitals in Europe will have to think 
hard about this, again and again. Cameron will 
say, ‘you have to give me something that I can sell 
back home’,” says Pertusot. The Conservative 
victory will likely impede the drive for further 

here will be a temptation to 
gotiations and wait until 
to give ammunition to the 
in Britain.”
al departure of Greece from 

ne will also help Cameron’s 
Two high-profi le exits would 
seismic reactions from 

h the EU would fi nd it 
cult to recover. For now, 
ssels wants to placate rather 
n confront Britain. Jean-
de Juncker, the president of 
ropean Commission, the 
ive arm of the EU, says he 
a “fair deal with Britain” 
at the Commission will 
ne in “a very polite, friendly 
bjective way” the UK’s 
posals, ideas or requests”.
onald Tusk, the president of 
European Council, which 

ts the EU’s political agenda, 
alled on the new 

Conservative government to 
make the case for Britain to 

tay in the EU, while 
ndicating support for some 

eforms. “A better EU is in 

the interest not only of Britain but every member 
state,” Tusk says.

Red lines remain, say EU diplomats. Treaty 
change is off  the agenda, as are restrictions on 
the free movement of labour. In France, 
President Hollande congratulated the British 
prime minister and invited him to Paris. But 
there is scepticism over whether Cameron can 
perform a balancing act between the pro- and 
anti-Europeans in his party. “Cameron has won a 
clear victory, but whether he can enjoy it is 
another matter,” says a senior French offi  cial.

German politicians reacted cautiously. 
Germany understands that Britain’s debate about 
EU membership is part of a wider discussion 
about who Britain is and what it wants, especially 
after the Scottish independence referendum, says 
Moritz Schuller, political opinion editor at 
Tagesspiegel, a Berlin newspaper. “[The EU 
referendum] is not just a Tory attack on Europe, a 
whim of David Cameron. And a Tory government 
is better for Angela Merkel than a Labour one, 
because that would have started a debate about 
austerity and a Europe-wide move to the Left, 
something she would like to avoid.”

Europe’s leaders know how weak they are, says 
Schuller, and will be open to debate. “Cameron 
should not come up with particular demands but 
insist on a high-level commission that collects 
everyone’s grievances. Divide and rule: given the 
euro debacle, there are more pro-reform minded 
people than ever before.”

For that, however, Cameron will need allies. 
Hungary’s prime minister Viktor Orban, the 
only European leader to vote with Cameron 
against the appointment of Jean-Claude Juncker 
in 2014, welcomed Cameron’s triumph, praising 
him handsomely. “There are two types of politics 
in Europe today: the politics of the courageous 
and the politics of the fudgers. Mr Cameron is 
beyond doubt in the courageous camp: his 
politics are forthright and brave and he is 
willing to engage in debate.”

Some central European countries have been 
alienated by the Tory party’s anti-immigrant 
rhetoric, but Orban is even more strident about 
the need for Europe to close the door. The 
Hungarian prime minister can now use Cameron’s
re-election to legitimise his own euro-scepticism 
and hard line on immigration, says Peter Kreko, of
Political Capital, a Budapest thinktank, but this is 
risky. “The same arguments that Orban uses 
against immigrants here are also used in the UK 
against Eastern Europeans who settle there.”  C
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Damien Sharkov London

@DamienSharkov

The glory days for traditional 
gas and electric utility 
companies in Europe could be 
over. As subsidies for renewable 
energy continue to rise, major 
electrical engineering fi rms 
such as Siemens and Alstom 
are facing an “existential battle” 
which could see some forced 
to shut down production in 
Europe altogether, according 
to analysts.

“The renewable energy 
sector has been heavily 
subsidised by the government, 
which has impaired the 
traditional utility business 
model by removing the 
profi table peaks,” says James 
Stettler of Barclays Capital. 
“Western European and 
especially German utilities, 
which have invested billions in 
power infrastructure, are the 
greatest losers. This is 
particularly the case for

gas-fi red plants, which are not 
profi table any more in the 
current environment.”

Share prices for Germany’s 
E.On and RWE, and France’s 
EDF Suez were all down by 
more than 35% last year, dealing 
a double blow to their European 
suppliers. Not only is demand 
for commissioning new plants 
virtually non-existent but many 
are cutting their losses and 
closing old ones instead of 
renovating them.

Europe’s engineering fi rms 
are also feeling the knock-on 
eff ect as demand for their 
products plummets. German 
industrial conglomerate 
Siemens has announced almost 
12,000 job cuts since February, 
while French giant Alstom has 
been forced to streamline staff  
and is now the subject of a 
takeover bid from US-based GE.

“For a company like Siemens 
it means that if you can’t sell 
turbines or transformers in 
Europe, then you just can’t

afford to make them there,” says
Stettler. “Roughly 18% of sales
do not make a profit and
Siemens is trying to reverse that.
It has a lot of manufacturing
activity still based in Germany
but its growth is elsewhere.

“It is not just them,
everybody has to do the same
thing to survive. Large
production plants, such as the
Siemens turbine factory in
Berlin, need to be resized

and most redundancies will 
be in Europe.”

Alstom’s energy operations 
are subject to a €12.3bn 
takeover bid from US company 
GE after struggling to turn 
around its falling energy 
equipment sales. Should the 
GE takeover be approved it 
would deal a hammer blow to 
Europe’s energy equipment 
makers, leaving Siemens as
the last European company
manufacturing large gas
turbines, with GE controlling
62% of the market share.

GE would be the big
benefactor, cementing its
dominance of the global market
share while opening the door
for ambitious Far Eastern
investment most notably
Mitsubishi and Hitachi.

Mitsubishi and Hitachi
recently merged their thermal
power business with the aim
of creating a global leadership
position in energy.

E.On, one of the biggest
European utilities companies, is
tackling the rise of renewables
most dramatically as it plans to
focus on renewable energy,
while its fossil fuel facilities will
be relaunched as a separate
smaller company called Uniper.

A spokesman for the
company confirms European
demand for “classic energy”
products such as turbines and
transformers has fallen. “The
energy world is splitting
between the classic and the
new energy. This is a challenge
we are facing,” he says.

 Business
Energy

Job losses as crisis in utilities leaves Europe’s 
engineering giants fi ghting for survival

Wind of change: subsidies for 
renewable energy are still rising
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The smart money

Luke Hurst London
@hurstwords

As Google fi ghts off  a European 
Commission investigation into 
alleged antitrust violations, it is 
facing a simultaneous challenge 
from the specialist search apps, 
putting the company’s 
decade-long dominance of the 
search market in jeopardy.

The European Commission 
has accused the tech giant of 
abusing its monopoly in 
internet search by favouring its 
own shopping services in results 
over those of competitors, to 
the detriment of customers 
and competition.

As Google prepares its 
defence, mobile search apps 
such as Silicon Valley’s Vurb and 
Quixey will be keeping a keen 
eye on the case. The potential 
fallout could see Google liable to 
large fi nes and regulations 
separating search from the 
rest of its operations.

The company accounts for 
90% of internet searches in the 
EU according to the 

Commission, but there is a
growing trend for consumers to 
cut out Google and go straight to 
niche apps for search results, 
and this is the biggest risk to 
Google’s dominance, say 
technology analysts.

“It’s interesting timing for 
the case because regulation 
takes so long to catch up that 
market dynamics may well 
move Google away from being 
a monopoly,” says Lawrence 
Lundy from consultancy Frost 
and Sullivan. “We are already 
beginning to see a consumer 
shift away from many of 
Google’s services and the 
atomisation of search into 
many diff erent applications.”

The growing use of mobile 
apps such as OpenTable for 
food, Expedia for travel and 
Amazon for shopping bypass 
the need for Googling and are a 
“much more signifi cant threat” 
to Google than the antitrust 
case, says Ian Maude, head of 
digital media at Enders 
Research. “We are shifting to a 
very diff erent environment.”

Technology

EU probe and specialist 
apps threaten Google

In the Emirates, ‘land of the free’, 
only the most costly cars will do

Rory Ross Dubai
r.ross@newsweek.com

In Dubai, you are what you 
drive. The presence here of 
the rarest, most insanely 
overpowered supercars is a 
seeming triumph of fl ashiness 
over common sense. You’ll 
fi nd every type of “pimped-up 
ride” from the tasteless, naff  
and common, to the tasteless, 
naff  and chic. The Emirati 
passion for high-performance 
bling seems undimmed by 
currency fl uctuations, 
deleveraging cycles and 
civil unrest.

Traditionally, supercars in 
Dubai were for rich locals. 
Now, foreigners, hotels and 
even emergency services are 
catching up. The sail-shaped 
Burj Al Arab hotel recently 
added four Phantom Series II 
Rolls-Royces to its fl eet of six. 
The Waldorf Astoria has 
launched its new Driving 
Experience: guests can take 
off  in a Ferrari, a McLaren 
and a Porsche.

The Dubai police force has 
meanwhile topped up its fl eet 
of high-performance 
“pandas”. The BMW i8, a 
plug-in hybrid, adds eco-
credibility to the force’s 
garage of gas-guzzlers, 
including a Bentley, 
Lamborghini, Ferrari and 
Aston Martin.

This real-life concours 
d’elegance has further to run. 
The Al Habtoor Group is 
already the largest Bentley 
Motors dealership in the 
world. This year it will unveil 
the fi rst of a series of giant 
Bentley showrooms. It will be 
“more like a luxury hotel”, 
says Karl Hamer, Al Habtoor’s 
sheepskin overcoat, “with 
valet parking, a boutique, 
luxury lounges, and a 
panoramic lift”.

It’s hard to tell whether 
these supercars are lifeboats 
or deckchairs. The demand 
refl ects resilience in the 
luxury market. “The Middle 
East consumer base … is 
rapidly growing,” says Cyrille 
Fabre of Bain & Co. The 
luxury car market, especially 
supercars, is “predicted to 
post solid growth”.

Insurance is cheap; petrol, 
even cheaper at €0.43/litre. A 
Range Rover here costs the 
same as a VW Golf anywhere 
else. Cultural factors apply. 
“To Middle Easterners, the 
Emirates are the ‘land of the 
free’,” explains Jan 
Moenkedieck, GM of the 
Waldorf Astoria. “Cars 
symbolise freedom. Many 
Emiratis would prefer a luxury 
car to a luxury apartment.”

As Bain & Co reports: “In 
emerging markets, luxury 
vehicles are seen as symbols 
of status and as social 
enablers.” And markets don’t 
get more emerging, more 
status-symbolled and more 
socially enabling than Dubai. 
When Dubai World Central, 
the new €73 billion airport, 
opens in 2027, it will handle 
160 million passengers a year, 
more than twice the present 
volume at Dubai 
International. Fasten your 
seatbelts for accelerated 
Emirati growth.

‘Many Emiratis 
would prefer a 
luxury car to a 
luxury apartment’

Human tide 
Nearly 600 migrants shelter following their rescue off  the coast of 
Indonesia. Fishermen saved the stranded Rohingya refugees from 
Burma after their two overcrowded boats had run out of fuel.
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A general election, Benjamin 
Disraeli once observed, 
“infl ames the passions of every 
class of the community. Even 
the poor,” he added, “begin to 
hope.” In 2015, Max Keiser 
argues, the power of global 
markets has rendered election 
fever something of an 
anachronism: “Tony Blair 
personifi ed the shift away from 
democracy, towards control by 
bankers.” In modern politics, 
the prime minister “is really 
taking orders from fi nance”.

“What if Miliband had won?”
“There’s an impending 

scheme called TTIP 
(Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership, a 
proposed EU-US agreement) 
whereby all complaints – 
against US companies fracking 
in Britain, say – would go to a 
global tribunal, moderated by 
corporations. They don’t care 
who the prime minister is. Why 
should we?” David Cameron’s 
role, “is being eroded to the 
point of insignifi cance”.

Keiser, 55, is a New York 
University graduate and former 

There’s quantitative easing,
which causes deflation. The
global economy is collapsing.”

The EU, as Keiser likes to
describe it, “poses as an elite
club; actually it’s a leper colony
where everyone’s comparing
who has the most fingers left”.

“Could France, say, go
bankrupt?”

“Absolutely. The forces
killing Greece are active in
France, Italy and Spain.” The
EU, he says, “could be viewed
as The Fourth Reich. Germany
is a superpower. The Greek
crisis is great for them – it keeps 
the euro low and German 
exports cheap. When countries 
like France go broke, EU 
federalisation will proceed 
through Berlin.”

“What if Britain leaves?”
“That’s great for Germany 

too. Business moves to 
Frankfurt. They’re playing 
their hand brilliantly.”

The only hope for the 
beleaguered citizen, Keiser 
says, lies in the digital peer-
to-peer currency, bitcoin.

“How can bitcoin help 
a struggling family?”

“Bitcoin was specifi cally 
designed to challenge central 
banks,” he says. “In Argentina 
that revolution is occurring 
right now. Through bitcoin, the 
Argentines are developing an 
economy which doesn’t require 
the bankers. The same is 
happening in Kenya and 
elsewhere.” Initially, he says, 
“bankers mocked bitcoin. Now 
they’re scrambling to catch up. 
They never will.”

Keiser is collaborating 
closely with Russell Brand. One 

project involves establishing an 
overseas hedge-fund designed 
to short-sell shares from major 
companies and so “destabilise 
neoliberal economic
domination”. Put more simply, 
Keiser and Brand aim to make 
profit by sabotaging the share 
price of multinationals, and 
redistributing the money to 
vulnerable individuals.

“Is it legal?”
“Totally. Our strategy

exploits the market tools that 
got us into this mess. We’ve 
established our own
cryptocurrency [StartCOIN] to 
fund the revolution.”

Assuming that Brand 
understands the details, some 
might consider revising their 
view of him as an entertaining 
irrelevance. “That,” Keiser 
says, “was never, ever, my 
opinion of Russell.”

“You’ve been predicting 
global meltdown for a while. 
When is it due?”

“I believe the world economy 
will crash when Russia or China 
moves to a gold-backed 
currency. They know that 
when this thing blows the 
old law returns: he with most 
gold makes the rules.”

Why did he move to London?
“Because Britain is the 

epicentre of fi nancial fraud. 
Most major players outsource 
their fraud here because 
London is the unregulated 
cesspit of global fi nance.”

“Didn’t you once make that 
point less delicately?”

“I did,” says Keiser. “What I
said was, ‘If you see me walking
the streets of your town, then 
you’re probably screwed’.”

high-achieving Wall Street
trader whose mischievous wit
and renegade instincts have
made him one of the most
widely viewed broadcasters on
the planet. His flagship show,
Keiser Report, is carried by
Russian state-funded channel
RT; for that alone, some
fellow-Americans consider him
a traitor. But Keiser connects
with a predominantly youthful
audience otherwise indifferent
to economics.

“Rage against kleptocrats is
building incrementally,” says
Keiser, a tireless scourge of JP 
Morgan, Lehman Brothers and 
HSBC. “All over the world, 
people have had enough.”

Untroubled by controversy, 
Keiser conducted the 2011 
interview with Roseanne Barr 
during which she explained 
that a fi tting reward for 
“banksters” would be to bring 
back the guillotine. He once 
advised Cameron to “go back 
to Eton and get some of that 
back-stall shower pleasure”.

When we fi rst met, three 
years ago, just after Keiser 
moved to London with 
co-presenter and wife Stacy 
Herbert, he told me that the 
modern voter was worse off  
than a medieval serf. “Back 
then,” he said, “at least the 
process of theft was 
transparent. The barons 
whacked you over the head, 
then took all your money. 
The mode of larceny has 
changed, that’s all.”

What he calls “the Thatcher-
Reagan market model” has, he 
says, “been consigned to the 
dustbin. There’s no growth. 
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‘The EU poses as an elite club; actually 
it’s a leper colony where everyone’s 
comparing who has the most fi ngers left’
Max Keiser, TV host and ex-Wall Street trader
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With eight years in the White House,
six in the Senate and four as
Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton  
is more qualified that most to 
become America’s next President. 
Newsweek examines her record

BY NINA BURLEIGH

HILLARY’S  
MOMENT
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Lahore Clinton sounded “less like a 
diplomat and more like a marriage 
counselor”. She did manage to land a 
punch, though, becoming the highest US 
official to publicly accuse Pakistan of hiding 
the al-Qaida leader: “I find it hard to believe 
that nobody in your government knows 
where they are and couldn’t get to them if 
they really wanted to.”

The trip was not a seminal moment in 
Pakistani-American relations, but it typified 
Clinton’s style as secretary of state in many 
ways: the good soldier taking a hit for the 
team; the career “listener” with unshakable 
faith in the power of her charm and 
reasonableness; the hawkish tendency; the 
innovative executive; the deft verbal 
strategist; and the star pupil who did the 
most homework and got a gold star from the 
teacher, in this case the White House.

In Washington, despite the obsession 
with Benghazi (13 hearings and 25,000 
pages of reports at last count on the killing 
of the US ambassador and three other 
Americans, and her House committee 
testimony scheduled for mid-May), 
conventional wisdom holds that Secretary 
Clinton was good in her last job. She just left 
no legacy. “Competent” but “not a great 
one,” wrote Michael Hirsh of her in Foreign 
Affairs, as she stepped down from the 
secretary’s post in 2013.

Dismissing Clinton’s performance at State 
as mediocre misses the point. Her great 
strengths – personal charm, innovative 
thinking, political savvy – were not up to the 
task of taming the likes of Putin, Assad, the 
Taliban, Boko Haram or the rest of the 
savage world in chaotic times. It’s difficult to 
imagine any wise man now or in history – 
Henry Kissinger or Thomas Jefferson, to 
name two – being able to create order from 
a world in which a 1,000-year-old invention, 
the nation-state, is under siege everywhere.

The right question is whether Hillary did 
well with what she had. The consensus 
answer to that is “yes”. Her policies 
sometimes fell short (the Russia reset, 
designed to improve relations with 
Moscow), but more often they were right 
(the Asia pivot to devote more US attention 
to the Far East).

Critics often assume that to be a “great” 
secretary of state, a major diplomatic treaty 
must be crafted or a war ended. But modern 
secretaries of state are more managers than 
Metternichs – they don’t necessarily have 
grand visions of the world. They confront 
foes and soothe friends and, often, they fail. 
Clinton was no exception, but her 
performance rating is of special interest 
now because her tenure at State reveals a lot 
about how she might operate as President.

‘Likable enough’
Clinton was the third woman to be 
secretary of state, after Madeleine Albright 

and Condoleezza Rice. She sailed through 
her confirmation hearings promising to use 
“smart power”, a variation on “soft 
power,” which was a too-girly-sounding 
strategy. Smart power implied a more 
equally distributed application of the 
military and the softer powers – diplomatic 
and development tools – than had been the 
norm in George W Bush years, when 
belligerent “mil-think” predominated.

Clinton’s job, as Barack Obama imagined 
it, was to win back some friends for 
America after the middle-finger stance of 
the W years. And, according to a survey 
conducted by the Pew Research Center’s 
Global Attitudes Project, she did that. In 
2008, America’s overall favourability rating 
hit abysmal lows – in the 20s and 30s. By 
2014, according to Pew, a global median of 
65% had a positive opinion about America. 
Some of that was due to Bush leaving the 
White House and the hope invested in 
Obama, but some credit belongs to Clinton.

But her job was about more than 
refurbishing America’s image. It was about 
managing relationships – with heads of state, 
with fellow cabinet members (the State v 
Defense rivalry is one of Washington’s oldest) 
and with Obama, not to mention the State 
Department’s 70,000 careerists. It was her 
first run as an executive instead of a First 
Lady, senator, law partner or chairwoman (of 
the Children’s Defense Fund). Finally, she 
had to manage her relationship to power – for 
many women, the trickiest relationship of all.

She was a celebrity humbly serving a 
former rival in the Democratic presidential 
primaries who had once sneered that she 
was “likable enough”. A popular Clinton 
caricature is the scheming Lady Macbeth. 
The meme was born during her husband’s 
1992 campaign and refreshed in the 
decidedly anti-Hillary best-seller about the 
2008 primaries, Game Change, which 
gleefully detailed her profane meltdowns 
in contrast with no-drama Obama.

The giant egos vying for influence in the 
President’s cabinet, the vast bureaucracy 
and the mess of global diplomacy all 
offered unlimited opportunities to hatch 
Machiavellian plots. And yet, Clinton was a 
force for “teamwork and discipline” in the 
cabinet, according to Obama. As secretary 
of state, Clinton logged nearly a million 
miles of air travel (956,733, to be exact), 
keeping healthy in body and spirit with 
Methodist prayers and yoga to deliver 
calm, and a tiny, talismanic bottle of hot 
sauce to ward off colds. 

During downtime she lived not with her 
husband in New York but in isolation in 
Washington with her nonagenarian 
mother. “I’d come home from a long day at 
the Senate or State Department, slide in 
next to her at the small table in our 
breakfast nook, and let everything pour 
out,” she recalled in her book.

n 28 October, 2009, Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton arrived in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, for a three-day visit – without a 
headscarf. As the motorcade snaked 
through the city, Osama bin Laden was still 
hiding out with his wives less than an hour 
away, and Clinton was greeted with placards 
such as “Hillery [sic] Go Home.” Shortly 
after she landed, a car bomb exploded in 
Peshawar, Pakistan, killing more than 100, 
and scenes of carnage were broadcast along 
with her televised welcome.

Traditionally when the boss rolls into 
town, US embassies arrange a meeting with 
national leaders, a press conference and 
maybe a reception before escorting the 
secretary back to the tarmac. But Clinton 
had added a new duty: organising the 
“Townterview”. These awkwardly 
nicknamed, often televised gatherings with 
vetted natives reprised the town halls and 
“listening tours” that had been a hallmark of 
Clinton’s style as First Lady, US senator and 
presidential candidate. The idea was to use 
her star power to rehabilitate America’s 
image. “In an age of connectivity,” Clinton 
policy aide Jake Sullivan explains, “even in 
authoritarian countries, public opinion 
matters. Hillary Clinton going out and 
reaching millions of people around the 
world through a give-and-take conversation, 
broadcast live, helped advance the sense 
that the United States is listening.”

So embassy staff in Pakistan had arranged 
a small listening tour for Madame Secretary. 
Some aides had a bad feeling about the 
Townterview in Islamabad and a later one 
scheduled in Lahore. “They warned, ‘You’ll 
be a punching bag’,” Clinton wrote in her 
State Department memoir, Hard Choices. “I 
smiled and replied, ‘Punch away’.”

Clinton got what she asked for when she 
faced female Pakistani journalists and an 
audience of professional women. They 
grilled her, angered about what they saw as 
American designs on Pakistani nuclear 
power and US support for arch-foe India. 
Things got worse in Lahore, where 
university students asked about drones  
and trigger-happy American contractors. 
She nodded in her trademark way and 
crafted calibrated answers, but she won  
few hearts or minds.

The New York Times reported that in 
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ushered her to King Abdullah’s retrofitted 
bus, where she sat across from the foreign 
minister, Prince Saud Al-Faisal, for a ride to 
the king’s desert retreat. 

Inside a deluxe, black, six-top tent, she 
spent 20 minutes chatting with the 
85-year-old king, teasing him about his 
foreign minister’s dislike of camels. After a 
requisite feast, she and the king retreated 
for a four-hour private meeting from which 
she emerged “smiling broadly”. 

She soothed ire over Obama’s prior visit 
to the kingdom, during which he had 
turned to unpleasantries immediately 
– asking the king to allow El Al to fly over 
Saudi territory and for him to receive 
Israeli trade ministers. It had been all too 
fast and too much for the ancient Arab 

Obama hoped having Clinton run the 
State Department would give him the space 
to devote his greatest energies to domestic 
matters like the passage of health care 
reform (something she had failed to do 
during her husband’s time in the White 
House) and averting a depression. She took 
the job on condition that he agree to meet 
regularly with her. 

Beyond that weekly face-to-face, they 
engaged two to three more times a week on 
the margins of larger White House 
meetings, Sullivan says. “They reinforced 
and supported one another.” During a joint 
60 Minutes interview in January 2013 after 
she resigned, CBS’s Steve Kroft tried 
several times to get Clinton and Obama to 
reminisce about their political rivalry, but 
Obama wouldn’t bite. Their friendship, he 
said, was based on “trust [from] being in 
the foxhole together”.

The schmoozer
On 10 February, 2010, Secretary Clinton
and her entourage left the Snowmageddon
of Washington, DC, and landed a day later
in the desert kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In
the blinding sunlight on the tarmac, guards

potentate. “Whoever advised you to ask 
me this wants to destroy the Saudi-
American relationship,” the king had 
supposedly said.

In Hard Choices, Clinton recounted how 
she put her friendship with the Saudi 
leadership to use. Rights groups were 
outraged that a 50-year-old Saudi man was 
about to marry an eight-year-old girl – an 
act the child’s mother opposed, but which 
was legal in Riyadh. Saudi courts had 
rejected the mother’s plea to stop the 
marriage. Clinton quietly intervened by 
telephone. “Fix this on your own, and I 
won’t say a word,” she recalled saying to 
the Saudi authorities. A new judge was 
appointed, and he granted the child a 
quickie divorce.

She used the same personal touch 
behind the scenes with former Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai, an ally who had
gone rogue, double-crossed Obama and
was enmeshed in corruption.

“Of all the leading members of the
national security team, she had the best
ability to talk Karzai down,” a former aide
tells Newsweek. “He is prone to say these
crazy things, and she would be the one

‘They warned, “You’ll be  
a punching bag”,’ Clinton 
recalled. ‘I smiled and 
replied, ‘Punch away”’

Rivals united: President Obama walks with Secretary of State Clinton past the flag-draped coffin of one of four Americans murdered in BenghaziJA
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periodically that would pull him off the 
ceiling. She would say, ‘Look, Mr President, 
I understand you have all these competing 
constituencies. Let’s try to figure out a 
solution that works within the context of 
your politics’.” Clinton, the politician, 
understood the needs of others.

She used the same combination of 
patience, empathy and celebrity that had 
won over a thobe-draped Saudi potentate 
and the notoriously difficult Afghan 
president when confronting one of the 
greatest crises in the State Department’s 
internal history.

Just before Thanksgiving in 2010, 
newspapers were preparing to publish 
excerpts from classified documents released 
by WikiLeaks, including thousands of 
diplomatic cables in which far-flung US 
officials had regaled Washington with 
candid critiques of world leaders. French 
President Nicolas Sarkozy was described as 
an “emperor less than fully dressed”; 
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
was “lost in neo-Ottoman Islamist 
fantasies”; Australian prime minister Kevin 
Rudd was “a mistake-prone control freak”. 

Clinton was quoted saying Saudi donors 
were “the most significant source of funding 
to Sunni terrorist groups worldwide” and 
complaining that it was “an ongoing 
challenge” to get Saudi leaders to address 
the problem. The irony about this remark 
was that the Saudis were among the biggest 
donors – tens of millions of dollars – to her 
husband’s Clinton Global Initiative (now 
called the Clinton Family Foundation).

Today, although WikiLeaks editor Julian 
Assange is still holed up in the Ecuadorean 
embassy in London and Chelsea Manning, 
the soldier-whistleblower, is in jail, 
WikiLeaks is basically a blip in the annals of 
State Department history. At the time, it 
was such a PR crisis that some speculated 
Clinton would have to resign as an act of 
national contrition.

Instead, she got on the phone. After a 
long Thanksgiving weekend spent making 
hundreds of personal apology calls, she 
had already done private damage control 
when the WikiLeaks bomb dropped on 
Monday morning. Clinton’s personal 
relationships and exhausting display of 
contrition maintained trust between 
national leaders after the first great leak of 
the cyber age. The episode also positioned 
her as a battle-hardened government 
loyalist when Edward Snowden’s 
revelations about the National Security 
Agency peeled back the veil on the vast 
American cyber-spying apparatus.

The manager
Former Bush and Reagan diplomat Elliott 
Abrams, a leading neoconservative, thinks 
Clinton was terrible on the Arab Spring 
movement and left no worthy legacy. Still, 

he gives her high marks for her 
management skills. “Morale in the State 
Department was very high” under Clinton, 
he says. “She surrounded herself with 
some very able young people.”

One of her first administrative acts was to 
launch the Quadrennial Diplomacy and 
Development Review (QDDR), modelled on 
the Pentagon’s Quadrennial Defense Review, 
aimed at modernising the structure of the 
State Department. The first QDDR focused 
the department on emerging areas such as 
post-conflict resolution, and the cyberworld. 
She created an office for public-private 
partnerships and community outreach, and 
promulgated a manual for the ethical and 
legal policy rules for such partnerships.

In the hive of the Building – as State 
Department hands call the eight-storey 
headquarters, with its 4,975 rooms – 
Clinton was queen bee. But she was also 
the busiest worker bee, ensconced in her 
elegant seventh-floor office with fireplace, 
Oriental carpet and soft chairs, reading the 
briefing books noone else opened and 
perpetually scratching items off her 
legendary checklist. (One adviser believes 
she was the only top official to actually slog 
through the briefing books.) It was the 
same studiousness that had earned her 
plaudits in the Senate when many  
expected her to be a show horse.

At State, Clinton reassembled some of 
her now familiar entourage. It was 
Hillaryland redux – personal aide Huma 
Abedin, who endured the tawdry Twitter 
exhibitionism of her husband, Anthony 
Weiner; politico Philippe Reines; and 
Cheryl Mills, the infamously protective 
former deputy White House counsel,  
who defended Bill Clinton during his 
impeachment trial. 

She also tapped new brains, including 
Sullivan, who recalls that Clinton insisted 
upon hearing from people outside the 
chain of command. During one early 
meeting on the issue of Muslim extremists 
in Europe, Sullivan says a George W Bush 
holdover, regional expert Farah Pandith, 
spoke up about how extremism was 
affecting communities. Clinton, who had 
not previously met Pandith, quickly made 
her the State Department’s first-ever 
special representative for Muslim 
communities. 

“That’s the kind of thing that would 
happen [often],” Sullivan says. “She  
would say...‘I want to hear people speak  
up and disagree’.”

Idealistic realist
Clinton could charm, but she could also 
make cold calculations about how much  
of her resources to expend. “Our challenge 
is to be clear-eyed about the world as it is 
without losing sight of the world as we 
want it to become,” she wrote. “I prefer 
being considered … an idealistic realist. 
Because I, like our country, embody  
both tendencies.”

She was more mechanic than messianic, 
and she harboured no Woodrow Wilson-  
or George W Bush-like schemes to make 
the world safe for democracy. One  
country in which she applied her  
measured approach was Hungary.

In 2010, Hungarians elected a Rightist 
party, Fidesz, that immediately set about 
writing a new constitution, shackling the 
media and restricting opposition parties 
and civil society. The anti-democratic trend 
was more than a far-off concern because 
Hungary was taking its turn at the helm of 
the EU presidency in 2011. And it was 
alarming because the country was a Nato 
member that had been on a democratic 
path and now seemed to be drifting into 
Moscow’s orbit.

Clinton travelled to Hungary in June 
2011, intending to share American 
concerns. As was her custom, she asked 
the embassy to gather members of civil 
society groups. 

Ambassador Eleni Kounalakis and her 
staff arranged to bring in Hungarian 
journalists, lawyers and rights activists, 
who talked about how they had been 
systematically shut out of national 
decision-making. “Secretary Clinton 
listened intently,” Kounalakis recalls. 
“Then she asked the group what they  
were going to do about it.”

The democratic-minded Hungarians 
were stunned. The sympathetic, nodding 
face of the superpower had raised their 
hopes that the Americans might take a 
robust role in supporting their cause. (The 
failure of the Eisenhower administration to 
support the anti-communist Hungarian 
uprising in 1956 is still remembered in 
Budapest.) Now, Clinton was telling them 
they were still on their own. It was a 
“sobering and powerful” message, 
Kounalakis says, meant to prod the 
Hungarians to fight back – and it seemed  
an effective spur.

Later that year, the Hungarian 
parliament passed anti-democratic 
measures without the input of civil society 
groups or opposition parties by a two-
thirds vote. Clinton dove back in, with a 
letter to Hungarian President Viktor Orban 

‘Morale in the State 
Department was very 
high. She surrounded 
herself with some very 
able young people’
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and engagement brought positive change
to that country. But, as a realist, there is a
limit to US engagement in the internal
affairs of a Nato ally.”

Clinton used soft power and personal
clout to help push back on an authoritarian
regime. It didn’t work, but it seems unlikely
that any secretary of state would have had
better luck. The US was nomore willing to
use force than Eisenhower was almost 60
years ago, and there was no support from
allies for sanctions. The episode
illuminates the limits of US power in the
21st century, and it shows Clinton doing the
best she could with a very weak hand.

The hawk
Last year, Left-leaning USmagazineMother
Jones published a column titled “Who Said
It?” that challenged readers to figure out
which hawkish statements were uttered by
Hillary Clinton and which came from
Republican Senator JohnMcCain.

Progressives suspect Clinton has
neocon in her veins because of her vote to
authorise the use of force in Iraq. They’re
probably right. She doesn’t share McCain’s
dismay at the withdrawal of American
troops in Iraq on her watch, but as

detailing US concerns. The letter was
leaked and “headlines roared of the
specific concerns that Hillary Clinton and
the United States were expressing over
Hungarian democracy”, Kounalakis wrote
in a memoir about her years in Hungary.
The gambit worked, and, belatedly,
European leaders and EU officials who
had ignored the situation began speaking
out about the Hungarian laws.

Weeks later, Hungary’s leaders
announced they had “moved too fast”
and needed to “make corrections” in
the oppressive laws.

That small victory for Clinton was
short-lived. A new Hungarian president
was installed, and soon implementedmany
of the offending laws: diminishing women’s
rights, condemning homosexuality and
putting the central bank under political
authority. Today, anti-Semitism is on the
rise and The Guardian spoke for many
when it announced: “Hungary is no
longer a democracy.”

Clinton’s modest efforts in Hungary only
delayed the inevitable. “Under ordinary
diplomatic constraints she did as much as
she could very effectively,” Kounalakis
says. “I am convinced that her leadership

secretary she was rarely, if ever, the
dove in the room.

This became apparent when it came to
Libya, long before the notorious 2012
Benghazi attack. The Libya crisis escalated
from unrest into civil war during March
2011. The Arab Spring had come to Libya
and its leader, Muammar Gaddafi, had
vowed to exterminate his opponents.
Facing a humanitarian disaster, the
sentiment in theWest was swinging
toward intervention.

By the time Clinton landed in Paris on 14
March for ameeting of the G-8, even Arab
Leaguemembers were calling for “robust”
action in Libya, and Sarkozywas all but
brandishing a sword. Clinton sidedwith two
other Obama national security counsellors,
Samantha Power and Susan Rice, in
supportingmilitary intervention for
humanitarian reasons. Pundits took to
calling them “the three Valkyries”, but in
Paris shewas in no rush to send bombs over
Tripoli, reflecting themood in Obama’s
situation room. “I was sympathetic but not
convinced,” she later wrote.

Then the Arab League voted to request a
no-fly zone over Libya. As terrified Libyan
civilians waited for Gaddafi to start his

First Lady: at the White House with husband Bill during his presidency. She arguably now has more credentials to lead the country than he did 
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slaughter, Sarkozy dispatched French
warplanes to Libya without conferring with 
the British or Americans. After that, Clinton 
wrote, “there was no time for hesitation”. A 
few hours later, US Navy warships fired 
more than 100 cruise missiles at Libyan air 
defences and ground troops.

Critics blamed America’s reluctance to 
bomb on a strategy – or lack of one – that 
came to be called “leading from behind”. 
Clinton denies that: “It took a great deal of 
leading – from the front, the side, and every 
other direction – to authorise and 
accomplish the mission and to prevent 
what might have been the loss of tens of 
thousands of lives.”

Her willingness to use force in Libya – 
and her later eagerness to arm Syrian 
rebels – makes her complicit in the 
at-best-confused, and at-worst-failed, 

American response to the Arab uprisings.
The attacks in Libya left that country in 
chaos and open to colonisation by North 
African Islamists, and created the current 
refugee crisis in the Mediterranean. 

Clinton might not be another McCain, 
but she is a liberal hawk, convinced that 
bombs can be humanitarian. And if Nato 
airstrikes brought an end to Serbian 
oppression in the Nineties during her 
husband’s presidency, in this century good 
intentions have not often been rewarded. 
Like George W Bush, she promoted US 
military action that left a repressive Arab 
country in anarchy.

A feminist with no soapbox
In 1995, Clinton became the first 
representative of a superpower to equate 
women’s rights with human rights, a 

seminal moment that made her a hero to 
women worldwide. It made the world sit 
up and notice the idea that if you beat your 
wife or denied your daughter an education, 
that was no longer a private matter.

One of her first acts at the State 
Department was to appoint her White 
House chief of staff, Melanne Verveer, as 
ambassador-at-large for women’s issues. 
“My role … was not to oversee ‘special 
projects’,” says Verveer, who has been  
with Clinton since 1997. “It was to play an 
integrationist role, so [women’s] issues 
would be integrated throughout the  
State Department.”

Verveer tells Newsweek her chief 
achievement was collecting and 
disseminating data to other nations on how 
women’s involvement affects economies 
favourably: “Data shows women’s 

Drawn: Clinton arrives to speak in September 2012 on the killing of the US Ambassador to Libya and three Consulate staff in Benghazi
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a signal flaw, but her colleagues say her 
feminist instincts are unassailable. “We  
all know successful women who wouldn’t 
go near a woman’s issue because that 
detracts from her ability to play in the  
big leagues,” Verveer says. “Well, Hillary 
understands you can’t write off half the 
population in the world.”

Blood thinners
Coming home after long days grappling 
with apocalyptic global mayhem, Clinton 
relied not on her husband but on her aged 
mother to help her unwind. Dorothy 
Rodham’s death in November 2011 left 
Clinton alone, and the pace eventually  
took a physical toll.

“The exhaustion is always there,” says 
Verveer. “These are killer jobs, very hard 
jobs, especially if you do them in intensive 
ways.” Clinton had walked into State 
exuding energy, and crawled out four years 
later, straight into a hospital. She fell and 
smacked her head during a woozy episode 
in what was reportedly a bout with a 
stomach virus in late 2012. The accident left 
her with a dangerous blood clot behind the 
right ear, requiring hospital observation  
and a regimen of blood thinners.

She no longer has to tangle with Putin or 
Karzai. Now she faces angry investigative 
committees. But she’s been here before. 
Committees come and go, from 
Whitewater to impeachment, and she’s still 
around. In May, polls showed esteem for 
her rising despite the publication of the 
Clinton Cash book that offers myriad 
troubling questions about Clinton, though 
it never connects the dots.

Whatever happens to her presidential 
bid, the years at State seem to have 
released her from the defensive crouch she 
maintained during her first lady years. 
Verveer says she’s evolved into a happier 
person. “When we first got to know each 
other, she was in a position solely by virtue 
of her marriage. How many times did you 
hear people say, ‘Who elected her?’”

Stints as first lady in Arkansas and the
White House are not a good launch pad for
any modern politician, but Clinton
captured a US Senate seat in 2000 with a
lot more than her last name. Based on
résumé alone, Hillary Clinton is more
qualified to run the White House than her

participation creates jobs and influences 
security. No country doesn’t want to grow 
its economy.” 

Other high-profile women’s initiatives 
included a public-private project (in 
alliance with the Clinton Global Initiative) 
to bring cookstoves to women in poverty-
stricken areas. On the policy side, Clinton 
persuaded Obama to sign a National 
Action Plan that put the US behind a 
long-standing UN resolution to involve 
more women in conflict resolution, peace 
and security.

With Verveer dispatched around the
globe to talk about women, Clinton could
be a feminist without getting on a soapbox.
She rarely spoke out publicly, for example,
about the egregious mistreatment of
women by America’s allies in the Gulf. For
human rights observers, that reticence was

husband was when he got elected 
president in 1992. In terms of job training,
14 years as governor of Arkansas do not
match eight years in the White House
(even as a spouse), six in the Senate and
four travelling the globe as secretary of
state during one of the most chaotic eras
in memory.

Early in American history, secretary
of state was a stepping stone to the
presidency. Jefferson was among six men
to use it as a rung, but it has been 160 years
since the nation’s top diplomat was elected 
President. On our fractious and yet 
hyper-connected planet, where events in 
Pakistan reverberate in New York City, a 
stint at State ought to be a résumé-builder 
for the presidency, but as former National 
Security Council spokesman Tommy Vietor 
said to Foreign Policy recently, “I do 
believe that not a single voter will make 
their decision based on her policy towards 
Burma. You’ll be lucky if they know where 
the f**k it is.” Historian Douglas Brinkley 
put it more politely: “You’ve got to play big 
in Des Moines, not in Paris.”

Clinton’s time at State proved the 
professional “listener” can also make men 
listen. Obama affirmed that when he said 
on 60 Minutes, “one thing I will always be 
grateful for” was Clinton’s way with big 
egos. “We had [Defense Secretary] Bob 
Gates and [CIA director] Leon Panetta and 
a lot of strong personalities around the 
table,” he said, noting she had 
“established a standard in terms of 
professionalism and teamwork”. 

Gates, who served in both Bush 
administrations, was even more effusive in 
his praise: “I found her smart, idealistic but 
pragmatic, tough-minded, indefatigable, 
funny, a very valuable colleague, and a 
superb representative of the United States 
all over the world.”

Beyond the Beltway, Clinton’s stint as 
America’s top diplomat earned her other 
sorts of devoted fans. Google executive 
chairman Eric Schmidt, who is backing 
her campaign, has called Clinton “the 
most consequential secretary of state 
since Dean Acheson.”

Sullivan, Clinton’s aide, who admits he is 
a fan (he also might become the youngest 
national security adviser in history if she’s 
elected), describes her relationship with 
the men in Obama’s cabinet “a high-water 
mark” of her term at State. “People leaned 
forward when she spoke,” he says. For a 
woman working in rooms full of men, there 
is perhaps no higher praise. n

Nina Burleigh is National Politics
writer for Newsweek USA and was a
White House and Congress
correspondent for Time and People

during the 1990s @ninaburleigh

Clinton walked  
into State exuding energy 
and crawled out, four 
years later, straight  
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THE SWEDISH  
It was the biggest humanitarian mission of the Second World War, 
yet outside Scandinavia the story of Count Bernadotte, who saved 
thousands from Ravensbrűck concentration camp, is little known

 BY SARAH HELM



 SCHINDLER 
In transit to freedom: the Ravensbrũck women’s coats were 

marked by crosses en route to distinguish them as prisoners
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he midday ferry from Copenhagen drew up 
alongside the quay at the Swedish port of Malmö  
on 28 April 1945. Moments later, women – many in 
striped garb – began to move down the gangplank 
“all in thin rags, shoes made of paper and wood 
and odds and ends”, wrote a reporter. More 
women followed, carried off  the boat on 
stretchers: French, Polish, Norwegian, Dutch and 
many other nationalities. 

It was just over 70 years ago this month and 10 
days before the Second World War in Europe 
would come to its offi  cial end. The women had 
come from Ravensbrück, a women’s 
concentration camp 50 miles north of Berlin. 
Although most camps had, by now, been liberated 
by advancing British, Russian and American 
troops, Ravensbrück was still under Nazi control. 
During these fi nal, desperate weeks, more than 
6,000 women had been gassed at Ravensbrück, 
others shot, starved and forced on death marches, 
as the German SS attempted to empty the camps 
and destroy the evidence of its crimes before the 
oncoming Russian army arrived.

The 500 or so women lining up on the Malmö 
docks that day had been snatched from this fate 
by a fl eet of Swedish Red Cross buses and 
ambulances, which had driven them across 
bombed-out Germany to the Danish border and 
on to Sweden. More women followed over the 
next days; young and old, Jews and non-Jews. 

Frieda Zetler had been imprisoned fi rst in the 
Lodz ghetto and then at Auschwitz before being 
taken on to Ravensbrück. She now tasted freedom 
alongside Yvonne Baseden, a young British agent 
with Special Operations Executive (SOE), the spy 
and sabotage organisation ordered by Winston 
Churchill to “set Europe ablaze”, who had been 
captured while helping the French resistance. 
Baseden leant heavily on the arm of a comrade 
before being ushered into a tent for delousing. 

Many women carried Red Cross boxes; others 
carried babies. A Dutch woman, Anne Hendrix, 

carried her two-month-old sleeping in a box. 
French ethnologist Germaine Tillion carried lists 
bearing the names of those murdered at the camp,
including her mother, Emilie. On seeing white-
coated Swedish doctors, the skeletal survivors 
screamed. “I don’t want to burn. I don’t want to 
burn,” cried one, imagining SS doctors. Swedish 
nurses fainted at the sight of the ravaged bodies. 

As the women settled down they heard about 
the man who had initiated their rescue: a 
blue-blooded Swede called Folke Bernadotte. 
Sometimes Bernadotte appeared among them, 
tall and smartly dressed, with a gentle manner 
and an air of effi  ciency. They called him their 
saviour. Yet, outside Scandinavia, the story of his 
White Bus rescue – the biggest humanitarian 
mission of the Second World War – is little known,
perhaps because after the war Bernadotte was 
appointed UN mediator to the Arab-Israeli confl ict 
and was shot dead by Jewish extremists, 
complicating his legacy further.

Twenty-one thousand lives
Not only were at least 7,000 Ravensbrück women 
brought on Bernadotte’s buses, but up to 14,000 
prisoners from other concentration camps too – 
men and women of many nationalities and 
creeds, including several thousand Jews. Post-war 
infi ghting in Scandinavia about who should take 
credit for the rescue, as well as Allied reluctance 
to acknowledge that the neutral Swedes could 
have pulled off  such a coup, played some role in 
obscuring the value of Bernadotte’s mission.

Despite his pedigree – he was the grandson of 
King Oscar II, the last monarch to reign over both 
Norway and Sweden, and descendant of 
Napoleonic marshal, Jean Baptiste Bernadotte – 
Count Folke Bernadotte of Wisborg was an 
unlikely hero. After a failed attempt in business 
and a period as head of the Swedish Boy Scouts 
Association, Bernadotte became vice president 
of the Swedish Red Cross, a position that would 
allow him to execute his rescue mission.

By October 1944, the Count had persuaded the 
Germans to free Allied airmen, shot down over 
Sweden – a coup that earned him an invitation to 
lunch with the most powerful man on the planet, 
General Dwight D Eisenhower, who had just 
liberated Paris and was setting up his Allied HQ 
at Versailles. Eisenhower showed Bernadotte his 
plans for victory in Europe, but, as the Count 
noted in his memoir, the American general made 
no mention of how to save German prisoners. 

The eastern death camps, built by the Nazis in 
Poland to exterminate the Jews according to their 
“fi nal solution”, had already been liberated by the 
Russians, exposing the Jewish genocide to the 
world, but, by the autumn of 1944, at least a 
million prisoners were still held in camps on 
German soil – including Buchenwald, Dachau and 
Bergen-Belsen. Allied chiefs in London and 
Washington had little interest in protecting these 
prisoners as they pursued their military 
objectives, believing the only way to help inmates 
was to secure a total victory.  

Yet that victory was still many months away and 
reports of atrocities were mounting – many such C
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On seeing white-
coated Swedish 
doctors, the skeletal 
survivors screamed. 
‘I don’t want to burn. 
I don’t want to burn,’ 
cried one, imagining 
SS doctors
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reaching Bernadotte’s ears while he stayed in
Paris. France had already lost thousands to the 
camps, and families were pleading for action. 
Though it was too late to halt the Jewish 
extermination in the east, there was still a chance 
to save the thousands of Jews and non-Jews held in 
these German-based camps. With the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
paralysed, pleas were increasingly directed  
at Bernadotte and his Swedish Red Cross.

Meeting Himmler at the lakeside 
To most Allied observers, the idea of a prisoner 
rescue was fantasy. The dangers of entering the 
war zone were self-evident. Intelligence on the 
camp locations and about who was held in them 
was limited, and Hitler would not permit releases 

– particularly of Jews. But Sweden had its own
interest in the rescues, which was, to some extent, 
self-serving. By 1944, with Allied victory in view, 
neutrality felt an uncomfortable position to hold 
and a rescue operation offered the chance to play 
a heroic role in the final days. 

The Swedes were also in a unique position; 
they had unusually good information about 
what was happening in the camps, and good 
cause to believe that prisoners might be 
released – not by the Führer, but on the 
authority of Heinrich Himmler, the Reichsführer 
SS, who ran the camps.

Though it was Hitler’s resolution to fight on 
until the last moment, by the end of 1944 
Himmler’s aides were letting it be known that the 
SS chief knew the war was lost and was looking for 

Rescued: RavensbrÜck survivors arrive by ferry along with their White Buses at Malmö, thanks to the efforts of Count Folke Bernadotte, left
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a way out. Intermediaries said that Himmler was
available for talks about a peace deal with the 
Allies, excluding Stalin. He would also free 
prisoners as bait to bring the Western Allies to the 
table. The problem was that London and 
Washington had “no truck with Himmler”, as 
Churchill put it. The Swedes, on the other hand, 
saw no reason not to exploit his overtures. 

Thousands of Norwegians, as well as Danes, 
were being held in the camps and Himmler was 
off ering up Scandinavian prisoners fi rst. Perhaps 
others would follow if Sweden played its cards 
right? By February 1945, Himmler had asked the 
Swedes to send a mediator to discuss the prisoner 
release. Seasoned Swedish offi  cials said Folke 
Bernadotte wasn’t up to the task but others 
thought the Count’s royal blood and confi dent air 
would appeal to Himmler. And Bernadotte was 
only too willing.

The Count met the SS chief for the fi rst time on 
10 February 1945 in a secluded lakeside SS clinic at 
Hohenlychen, about 50 miles north of Berlin, and 
just fi ve miles from the women’s camp of 

Ravensbrück. On arrival, Bernadotte presented 
his interlocutor with a rare Norwegian 
[Scandinavian] artefact, which delighted 
Himmler, always fascinated by the Nordic race. 
Himmler seemed at ease with Bernadotte and 
told him jokes. Bernadotte listened, observing 
Himmler’s “well-manicured hands” as he waited
for a chance to nail the deal over the fi rst 
Scandinavian releases. 

As Bernadotte left, the outline plan agreed, 
Himmler asked if he had a good driver, as there 
were Allied fi ghter planes in the air as well as tank
traps and barricades. Assured about the driver 
Himmler replied: “Good. Otherwise the Swedish
papers will come out with headlines saying, ‘War
Criminal Himmler murders Count Bernadotte’.” 

By the second week of March, a task force had 
left southern Sweden, driven across Denmark and
crossed into Germany. The man who once led the
Swedish boy scouts was now leading a 
humanitarian army – 100 vehicles mostly 
belonging to the Swedish military, including 
trucks, buses, ambulances and motorcycles, 

The man who once 
led the Swedish 
boy scouts was 
now leading a 
humanitarian army
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Carried to safety: wounded Ravensbrück refugees are cared for at Padborg on the Danish border
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manned by 250 Swedish soldiers, doctors and 
nurses. Their plan – as agreed with Himmler – was 
to pick up Scandinavian prisoners from any 
camps they could reach before the allied fronts 
closed up, and bring them to a holding centre at 
Neuengamme camp before transferring them 
across the Danish border and on to Sweden.

The Allies had been alerted to the operation by 
Stockholm and no objections were raised. No safe 
passage was granted to the Swedes either, though 
the British had requested that the buses be 
painted white with red crosses on their roofs, so 
RAF fighter pilots might identify them. 
Bernadotte’s task force was nevertheless strafed 
by Allied planes, and his own car was hit, though 
the Count made a dive safely into a ditch. It soon 
emerged that German trucks were also being 
painted white, with red crosses, in an attempt to 
fool the Allies.

The black compromise
There were terrible moral dilemmas too. 
Himmler’s terms for agreeing to the rescue – 
particularly the rule that for now only 
Scandinavians be saved – had meant leaving 
desperate wretches behind. 

Bernadotte had not, at first, been allowed by 
Himmler to rescue Scandinavian Jews – mostly 
Danish and some Norwegians. If Hitler got to hear 
that Jews were being released, he said, Himmler 
would be obliged to call off the entire operation. 
Bernadotte apparently submitted to his orders, 
and yet Swedish historian Sune Persson cites 
Swedish documents showing that from the start of 
the operation Bernadotte “was actively working 
on the Jewish cause” and had soon secured the 
release of more than 400 Danish Jews from 
Theresienstadt camp. 

Another dilemma emerged on arrival at 
Neuengamme camp, where a holding area was to 
be designated for the rescued Scandinavians 
awaiting transfer to Denmark. The Neuengamme 
commandant insisted that the Swedish White Bus 
drivers remove his sickest inmates to other camps 
– some far worse – in the region of Hannover and 
Braunschweig in order to make room for the 
incoming Scandinavians. The drivers agreed even 
though the prisoners were in a pitiable state. 

Himmler had banned Bernadotte from rescuing 
women held at Ravensbrück. There was gassing 
under way at the women’s camp – a fact Himmler 
didn’t want discovered. Whether Bernadotte 
knew this was the reason we don’t know, but, yet 
again, he took the view that his rescue had to be 
conducted on Himmler’s terms or not at all. 
Compromises – painful though they were – had to 
be made if men and women were to be saved. 

Over the Easter weekend Bernadotte flew back 
to Berlin to try to improve those terms, but his 
plane stalled in thick black smoke as the Allies 
launched a daylight raid over the capital. As soon 
as the all clear sounded he landed and made 
contact with Walter Schellenberg, Himmler’s 
right-hand man, and another meeting at 
Hohenlychen was soon arranged. This time, 
Bernadotte found Himmler “not only grave but 
nervy”, as he wrote in his memoir. While he was 

out of the room, Schellenberg told Bernadotte 
that Himmler wanted the Count to act as his 
intermediary directly with Eisenhower. 
Bernadotte refused. 

When Himmler returned, Bernadotte saw his 
chance to win more concessions and secured the 
Reichsführer’s agreement that he should go at last 
to Ravensbrück. By the time he reached the camp, 
the main gas chamber had been dismantled, 
though gassing was continuing in mobile trucks. 

‘Now you will be free’
The first prisoners taken from Ravensbrück were 
once again Scandinavian – amongst them Nelly 
Langholm, a Norwegian from Stavanger who had 
been in the camp for two years. “We couldn’t 
believe it,” she said. “We had to walk to the gates. 
We saw the buses and there were these Swedish 
men in grey uniforms with red crosses on their 
arms. I think they told us. ‘Now you will go to 
Sweden. Now you will be free. Can you imagine?’”

Nelly recalled how other prisoners watched as 
they left. She felt guilty leaving them behind. They 
had heard the camp was going to be blown up. “It 
was terrible going through Germany. These 
terrible ruins. A big town like Hamburg. I don’t 
think I saw a house. We heard the shooting from 
the West and the Russians from the other side.”

Over the following days, rumours spread that 
more buses would come, but none appeared. 
Ravensbrück was by now almost unreachable and 
many of Bernadotte’s drivers were heading home. 
But the Count wanted to bring out more 
prisoners. The atrocities committed at Bergen-
Belsen, reached on 15 April by the British, had 
been flashed around the world, fuelling fears for 
the women of Ravensbrück. 

Bernadotte sought a final meeting with 
Himmler. With the Third Reich crumbling, he 
guessed that the Reichsführer might be ready now 
to offer anything to save his skin. The danger of 
flying into Germany was such that Bernadotte 
travelled by sea and land. 

Arriving early on 20 April he sheltered in the 

Organising: Folke Bernadotte, centre, talks to Obersturmbahnführer Dr Heinz Rennau 
and Svendsen, the Norwegian seamen’s pastor in Hamburg
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cellars of the Swedish legation where he learned 
that Himmler was attending Hitler’s birthday 
party in the Führer-bunker but would meet him 
later at Hohenlychen. 

With the Red Army circling Berlin and refugees 
fi lling all roads, Bernadotte headed out north 
again, the sound of Russian cannon sounding in 
his ears. Himmler did not reach Hohenlychen 
until the following morning, appearing tired and 
nervous and “tapping his teeth”. Bernadotte 
presented his latest proposal: to take more 
prisoners including all the French women from 
Ravensbrück, to which Himmler suddenly 
announced that Bernadotte could take all the 
Western Allied prisoners from the camp, as 
well as all the Jews.

Ravensbrück had fi lled up with Jews in the last 
months of the war as Jewish women, marched in 
from Hungary and from Auschwitz – many of 
them Polish Jews – ahead of its evacuation, were 
forced into slave labour here, many of them at a 
Siemens electrical plant, based at the camp. 
Bernadotte ordered his buses to turn again 
towards Ravensbrück to carry out the most 
dramatic episode of the mission. 

As the buses queued in the woods outside, the 
camp women still feared selection for death. 
When Jean Bommezin de Rochement, a Dutch 
woman, heard her name called out she was sure 
it was for gassing. She wrote in a diary: “We leave 
the camp in the direction of the gas chambers. 
We move forward and for many of  us this is too 
much. They are seized by a nervous fi t … we have 
to drag them forward … We move and see the 
back of the camp – here are the stores, there is 
Siemens. Some of the inmates appear behind the 
windows and the barbed wire looking at us. They 
know that ‘transport’ usually means death.”

At last Jean found herself moving towards men 
who smiled “with tears in their eyes as they see 
us. Suddenly we are about to mount the buses 
and there is a scramble for places.” 

Jean’s convoy moved off  but amid an allied air 
attack they were forced to leave the buses. “We 
are too slow to take cover … and suddenly we are 
machine gunned. For a moment I taste the bitter 
irony of being killed by our own allies on the 
road to freedom but they are gone and I live. 
Looking around I see a terrible scene. Behind me 
a woman is bleeding to death.”

Later, reports said 17 Ravensbrück women 
died in Jean’s convoy. RAF planes were said to 
have been responsible. The British ambassador 
in Stockholm voiced “regret” but reminded the 
Swedes of earlier warnings of no “safe-passage”. 
Other convoys were hit, but Bernadotte’s buses 
continued to arrive and the women mobbed 
them, as reports spread that the SS would 
eventually blow up the camp. 

Swedish drivers who reached Ravensbrück on 
25 April predicted this convoy would be the last, 
as the roads were almost impassable now. At 
Torgau, 200 miles to the south, Russian and 
American forces had linked up and the Red Army 
was closing on Berlin. Women with babies were 
now taken out. A Polish woman called Stasia 
Tkaczyk had successfully hidden her pregnancy, 

and now left carrying Waldmar, just 10 days old. 
A large group of Jewish women were taken too.

“We suspected they were going to take us to 
the crematorium despite rumours of liberation,”
said Basia Zajaczjiwsja, a Polish Jew who worked 
as a Siemens labourer. And Erna Solewicz, 
another Polish Jew, remembered a sudden order
given in her block that “all Jewish women had to 
leave the camp”. 

The next day, the Jewish women were taken 
to the gates. Guards “tore off  our marks and 
numbers”, said Basia, referring to their yellow 
stars. This way nobody would know that Jews 
were being released – no word could reach 
Hitler’s people, who, even now, might somehow 
halt the rescue.

Torn stars
The ripping off  of numbers and marks – and the 
reluctance of Jewish survivors to say that they 
were Jews on arrival for fear of further horror – 
would also make it harder later to count the 
precise number of Jews who were saved from the 
camp on the white buses. 

The commandant said, at the time, there were 
3,000 “Jewesses” in Ravensbrück, which was 
almost certainly an underestimate. Others said it 
was more like 4,000.

By early May, as victory in Europe came closer, 
7,000 Ravensbrück women and 17,000 prisoners 
in total had already arrived on the Malmö quay. 
How many of the Ravenbsrück women would 
still have lived to see the Russians arrive at the 
camp on 30 April is impossible to say, but 
women continued to die of starvation and 
sickness even after the camp’s liberation and 
Russians found bodies piled all around the camp.

Those who reached Malmö  were certain their 
lives had been miraculously saved. “I would not 
be alive without Count Bernadotte,” says 
Baseden, now 92 and living in London. The small 
British contingent – numbering about 12 – were 
almost left behind and only made it thanks to a 
Swedish driver called Sven Frykmann, who 
personally put them onto a bus. 

A British offi  cial called George Clutton, 
dispatched to Malmö  to report on the arrival of 
the British women, said that despite their 
suff ering they showed “a joy in life that I have 
never encountered in a human being”. He added 
that this may have been due to their feeling of 
“triumph over death and evil”.

Clutton’s report to his superiors elicited little 
interest from the Foreign Offi  ce in London 
although, after some debate, the Treasury agreed 
to stump up for a gold watch for the driver, Sven 
Frykman, who got the British out. There was 
nothing for Count Bernadotte.

A shot through the window
Allied reluctance to acknowledge that the 
neutral Swedes could have pulled off  such a 
coup did not prevent the UN from recognising 
Bernadotte’s skills by appointing him as the 
Security Council mediator in the Arab-Israeli 
confl ict of 1947-48. 

The UN peace plan, which Bernadotte was 

Those who reached 
Malmö  were 
certain their lives 
had been 
miraculously saved. 
‘I would not be alive 
without Count 
Bernadotte,’ says 
one, now 92 
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charged with implementing, was, however,
immediately considered a betrayal in Israel –
largely because it did not envisage Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital.

In order to kill the plan, Jewish extremists – 
members of the Stern gang, or Lehi – killed the 
mediator. On the orders of Yitzhak Shamir, one of 
the Stern gang leaders and a future Israeli prime 
minister, the assassins pushed the barrel of a 
sub-machine gun through the back window of 
Bernadotte’s car and pumped six bullets into him.

Israeli press condemned the murder at the 
time, but, over the years, the name Bernadotte 
became controversial in Israel, and among some 
of Israel’s supporters around the world. The 
awkward fact that the man who, as UN mediator, 
was killed on the streets of Jerusalem for 
betraying Israel, had rescued thousands of 
Jewish lives from the Nazis, was difficult for some 
to assimilate. 

Certain commentators – even in Sweden –  
have found cause to downplay Bernadotte’s 
courage during the rescue mission. Some have 
even questioned whether he ever intended to 
rescue Jews at all. 

Although the White Buses are remembered at 
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial in 
Jerusalem, Bernadotte himself has not been 
recognised as one of the “Righteous among the 

Nations” a title awarded to 22,000 non-Jews 
from 44 countries, who helped save Jews  
from Holocaust. 

In 1995, Bernadotte’s family were invited to 
Jerusalem, expecting an announcement from the 
then Foreign Minister Shimon Peres that their 
father was at last to receive the award. Peres 
expressed regret that Bernadotte “had been 
killed in a terrorist way”, but there was no 
suggestion that he be recognised with the award.

 “We were very disappointed,” says Bertil 
Bernadotte, who heard afterwards that it was 
unlikely his father would receive the award while 
Shamir was alive. “Shamir died in in 2012. 
Nothing has happened,” he says. 

At a memorial ceremony, held to mark the 
70th anniversary of the liberation on 30 April 
this year, Ravensbruck survivors remembered 
Bernadotte. Among them was Selma Van der 
Perre, a Jewish Dutch woman, who told me: 
“Without Bernadotte I would probably not  
have got out alive.” n

Sarah Helm is the author of If this  
is a Woman: Inside Ravensbrück, the 
Concentration Camp for Women  
(Little, Brown, 2015)    
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Running the gauntlet: the White Buses were painted with the Red Cross – however, some were still strafed by Allied planes 
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‘MACHISMO IS VERY STRONG 
HERE. BRAZIL IS LEADING  

THE WORLD IN HOMOPHOBIA’
Almost every day, a lesbian, gay, bisexual or trans Brazilian is killed

BY OSCAR LOPEZ
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was walking to the elevator when he came 
up behind me. ‘This’ll teach you to never 
look at a real man again. Now you’re going 
to die, faggot!’ he screamed, before 
stabbing me in the neck.”

I’m talking to Rodrigo Mariano Miguel, a 
young man living in a small town on the 
outskirts of São Paulo. He’s tall and thin, 
and despite the neck brace he’s wearing, 
he talks animatedly about what happened 
that day. The attack came in his apartment 
building, and he shows me the security 
video that captured everything. In it, you 
can see Miguel walking calmly into the 
complex. Moments later, his attacker 
rushes up behind him, brandishing a 
kitchen knife. The man stabs Miguel twice 
in the neck before running away.

“When I got to the hospital,” says 
Miguel, “the doctors told me I was 
extremely lucky. I came inches away from 
being a quadriplegic for the rest of my life.”

Miguel’s next-door neighbour, 
Wanderson Pacheco de Oliveira, 39, has 
been charged with grievous bodily harm 
for the assault. Miguel says it was the 
culmination of months of verbal abuse that 
started when Oliveira found out he was gay. 
“When I’d stand with him in the elevator, 
he’d whisper ‘bitch’ or ‘faggot’ under his 
breath,” Miguel says. “But I never imagined 
it would escalate like that.”

According to Brazilian newspaper Folha 
de São Paulo, Oliveira says he didn’t know 
Miguel was gay and offers another reason 
for the attack: “I was talking with my mom 
on the phone, and he started banging on 
the wall, asking me to lower my voice.”

Miguel’s experience is not uncommon. 
Brazil has a global reputation for its huge 
gay pride parades but it also has one of the 
highest levels of violence toward lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and trans-sexual people in the 
world. According to the Gay Group of Bahia, 
there were 326 murders of LGBT people in 
Brazil last year – nearly one death every 28 
hours. Trans women make up a 
disproportionately large number of victims.

I spoke with Renata Peron, a leading trans 
advocate in São Paulo who has experienced 
the violence firsthand. “I was walking 
downtown one night when I was accosted 
by nine men,” she says. “One of them had 
steel-capped boots. He kicked me so hard I 
lost a kidney.”

According to Majú Giorgi, a prominent 
LGBT activist and founder of Mothers for 
Diversity, the average life expectancy for a 
trans woman in Brazil is just 36 years. She 
chain-smoked as she described the 
situation in Brazil. For her, the problem 
originates in a society with strictly defined 
gender roles. “Brazil is in a lot of ways a 
very traditional, very religious society. 
Machismo is very strong here. We’re 
leading the world in homophobia.” 

She says many of the families of trans 
women reject them and throw them out of 
their home at a young age. Marginalised 
from society, they often end up living on the 
street and working in the sex industry.

One Sunday afternoon, I walked through 
São Paulo’s decaying downtown. As night 
fell, the streets were dotted with young 
trans women standing on corners in 
miniskirts, looking for their next trick.

Working hard to improve things is Jean 
Wyllys, Brazil’s first openly gay campaigner 
to be a congressman. For him, homophobia 
in Brazil goes back to the “very foundation 
of the country”. Steeped in Catholic 
doctrine, Brazilian society is based on 
traditional gender roles and, says Wyllys, 
“an aversion to sexual diversity”.

The rise of powerful evangelical churches 
has reinforced such attitudes. Marshalling 
congregations of many millions and raising 

an equally impressive amount of money, 
churches such as the Universal Church  
of the Kingdom of God have become 
influential in politics and society.

I spoke to Bruno Bimbi, a political 
activist from Argentina who was 
instrumental in passing that country’s 
marriage equality legislation. Now living  
in Brazil, he is one of Wyllys’s closest 
advisers. “Evangelical churches have 
completely infiltrated the political system 
in Brazil,” he says, pointing to the current 
make-up of Congress for proof.

After the country’s last election, a 
number of religious conservatives were 
elected to office. Currently, 80 of them are 
affiliated with evangelical churches. 
Eduardo Cunha, president of the Chamber 
of Deputies, is openly homophobic. 
Following the first gay kiss on Brazilian  
TV, Cunha took to Twitter to express his 
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‘I was accosted by nine men. 
One of them had steel-

capped boots. He kicked 
me so hard I lost an eye’

Transgender victim: Veronica Bolina on the ground surrounded by police. Her breasts are exposed, she is unrecognisable from her usual image, left
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“revulsion”. One of his first proposed bills 
was the creation of “hetero pride day” to 
combat what he calls “heterophobia”.

Cunha and his Right-wing allies are 
known by activists in Brazil as the “House 
of Cunha” for their stranglehold on the 
country’s politics. Cunha recently 
proposed a piece of legislation called the 
Estatuto da Família (Statute of Families), 
which would limit the definition of family 
in Brazil as a unit based on one man and 
one woman – effectively annulling the 2013 
judicial ruling in favour of same-sex 
marriage and excluding millions of 
Brazilian families from state protection.

While this legislation is unlikely to pass 
Brazil’s judiciary process, Bimbi says it 
constitutes a powerful symbolic threat.  
The result of this political homophobia, 
says Wyllys, is “social homophobia – an 
atmosphere where physical homophobia 
becomes acceptable”.

Compounding the situation is a police 
force that lets such violence happen with 
impunity, even on occasion within its own 
ranks. In April, a photo of trans woman 
Verônica Bolina went viral in Brazil.  
It shows Bolina sitting on the ground, 
surrounded by military police. Her breasts 
are exposed, her face beaten to swollen 
pulp – she is unrecognisable. Police initially 
said cellmates attacked her in jail, but  
she later told São Paulo authorities 
investigating the incident that the police 
committed the assault.

Bolina was arrested on April 10 for 
attempted murder against an elderly 
neighbour. Regardless of the serious 
charges against her, the possibility that 
police officers beat her during or after the 
arrest provoked an outcry from the LGBT 
community against transphobic violence. 
They took to social networks and 
popularised the hashtag #SomosTodas 
Verônica (#WeAreAllVerônica).

“Verônica’s case is emblematic of police 
violence against trans women,” says trans 
activist Peron. “But the truth is the police 
are violent toward all minorities. They’re 
underpaid, and they’re not professionally 
trained to deal with minorities. So of 
course trans people suffer the brunt. 
Because to them we’re not even people.”

Yet for all the violence, Brazil has on 
many levels become increasingly accepting 

of the LGBT community. São Paulo’s pride 
parade is the largest in the world, attracting 
more than three million people. 

Local gay club The Week is the biggest  
in Latin America; its recent Babylon party 
drew 5,000 clubbers. On Saturday 
afternoons, you can head to Praça 
Benedito Calixto and sip on a caipirinha 
while muscle boys in tank tops flirt and 
women make out on motorcycles. 

“Brazil is a country of contrasts,” 
explains Luís Arruda, a prominent civil 
rights lawyer and activist. “Right now, the 
LGBT community is in a phase of growing 
self-esteem. But there are many worlds in 
Brazil.”

I spoke to Arruda in his living room. On 
the green wall behind him was a wooden 
head of a deer, painted purple and yellow. 
In Portuguese, the word for deer, viado, 
colloquially translates to “faggot”. But the 
queer community has gradually 
appropriated it: for Arruda and his friends, 
the deer is a trophy they have claimed.

Arruda describes how when he was a 
teenager, being gay was seen as something 
“really awful”. But, he says, times have 
changed. A vibrant queer culture has 
emerged in São Paulo. Gay characters now 
appear regularly on mainstream media. 
Just a few weeks ago, Brazil’s leading lady 
Fernanda Montenegro (an Emmy winner 
and Oscar nominee) was seen in a 
passionate kiss with co-star Nathalia 
Timberg on popular telenovela Babilônia.

“I started working on this issue 10 years 
ago,” says Giorgi from Mothers for 
Diversity. “When my son came out …  
I suddenly realised he had almost no  
rights in this country. Now he could  
marry his boyfriend if he wanted.”

Even so, LGBT people in Brazil know 
there is a long way to go. Miguel, the young 
man who was attacked in his apartment 
building, says police declined to bring the 
more serious charge of attempted 
homicide against his assailant. The police, 
says Miguel, “didn’t want to hear my side  
of the story at all”. n

The other side of Brazil: revellers in the LGBT Pride parade        

Oscar Lopez is a Brooklyn-based 
writer originally from Mexico who 
covers Latin America and the arts 
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‘When my son came  
out I suddenly realised  

he had almost no  
rights in this country’

        in the Alemão favela, Rio de Janeiro – but the country also has one of the highest levels of violence toward lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people in the world
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Beijing (the
whole of China
for all I know)
smells like … like
… fortune
cookies. And,

like a good prophecy, it begins
by being baffling. Taxis, as an
absolute rule, have either a
seatbelt or a seatbelt socket, but
never both. Red Bull tastes
funny. The ubiquity of
rudimentary free markets
seems directly at odds with
economic communism, and
there is clearly a whole different
etiquette for lifts, escalators,
door-holding, queuing and the
Underground than I am used to.
I never worked out the protocol;
I only knew that I had no idea
what it was, like some idiot
Socrates abroad with a poorly
translated Baedeker.

I went to Beijing for a month
this spring to teach, and it was
my first time in Asia, let alone
China. It may sound jejune to
readers intimate with the Orient
but for me, at least initially, the
experience was bizarre. You can
go through a whole Western
education without learning
much at all about China, and –
perhaps naively – I was shocked
at how much of a shock it was.

The cultural differences were
sometimes more unsettling for
their smallness, pervading the
tiniest details and giving a
sense of dislocation I’d thought
exclusive to David Lynch
movies and Kafka. Even the
inanimate can feel aggressive; it
seems telling that when you

the recent Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC)
summit involved ordering all 
the factories to halt production 
(and, perhaps redundantly, 
stopping car traffi  c in the city 
completely), as well as fi ring 
water cannons to create 
artifi cial clouds (the rain brings 
down the pollution). The 

press the “close doors” button
in a lift they close immediately
and with lightning speed,
unlike in England where I’m
fairly sure those buttons aren’t
really connected to anything.

The social norms can be
alienating too; on my first night
I bought cigarettes from a man
who seemed genuinely angry
that I was bringing him custom,
but was perhaps just
vehemently anti-smoking
despite working in a shop with
more cigarettes than I’d ever
seen in one place. On my
second, I discovered that other
Chinese salespersons (of both
sexes) liked to tell me I’m
handsome to try and sell me
things. Both reluctance and
flattery were extremely
effective tactics.

But it’s the major differences
that are with you all the time,
and one of them is literally
pervasive – the pollution. On a
bad day, you can’t see the sun
no matter how brightly it’s
shining, and you can (perhaps
unadvisedly) look directly at its
aura through a haze of
shimmering airborne particles.

You can taste it in the air:
sweet, sickly, frazzled ozone,
like burning rubber, and it
becomes impossible to tell
whether you’re smoking a
cigarette or not. Smoking might
even be better for you, since at
least there’s a filter. Masks are
necessary and, after a few days
breathing in the smog, one
begins to understand why
hawking and spitting on the
street are ubiquitous.

Many articles have been 
written amply covering this 
issue, which is caused by the 
ring of factories (producing 
most of our plastic) on the 
outskirts of the city, and has 
recently begun to rise in social 
and political prominence, 
particularly since the US 

Embassy in Beijing started to
release fi gures for the pollution 
levels. Chinese government 
offi  cials have claimed variously 
that it’s caused by burning 
straw, by smoking meat outside 
… anything but the factories. 
Nevertheless, the measures they 
took to reduce pollution for 
both the Beijing Olympics and 

 TRAVEL

While you’re there 
Make a trip to the market in 
Wng Fu Jing and try some 
street food. Delicacies 
include scorpions, snakes, 
silkworms, starfi sh, seahorses 
and sheep’s penis

Yellow sky: the cityscape of Beijing and, right, a masked local

 BEHIND THE CHINESE SMOGSCREEN
A bewildered Westerner in Beijing falls foul of everything from lifts to cigarette 
salesmen, until he finally grasps the alien etiquette of this polluted megalopolis
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getting their noses caught
between the doors into the
train, leaning forward bodily as
they unabashedly manhandle
you, fitting the maximum
possible number of people into
each carriage and allowing the
train to depart. At first it seems
zoological.

But it’s just the way it is – for
the next train will be equally
packed, and you have to get to
work. If this happened in the
West, there would be angry
men and women arguing;
some highly strung young thug
might lash out at another, but
there they deal with it with
stoicism and equanimity.

The approach to getting in at
all costs might seem childish –
in Chinese offices, if there’s an
email circular about cake,
everyone immediately gets up
from their desks and rushes to
it, cutting off as big a slice as
they want without any of our
niceties about divvying it up, or
refusing seconds because you
don’t want to seem greedy, or
ensuring everyone gets a piece.
But it’s not childish – just much
more frank. The same simple
acceptance is required when
crossing the road, which
necessitates crossing oneself
first, then looking in all
directions at once – excluding
up but including down, because
that is where many of the
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atmosphere cleared completely, 
revealing China Blue skies 
(sorry) which faded as soon as 
the summit fi nished. 

“APEC blue” has since 
become an expression in 
Chinese to mean a fl eeting 
wonder. There’s a further joke 
in English that it stands for “Air 
Pollution Evidently 

Controllable”. But the daunting 
atmosphere can sometimes be a 
mistake of perspective, which I 
began to realise over the course 
of the month. Many people I’ve 
spoken to fi nd it derogatory to 
the state of the air or the 
healthcare in their country 
when Chinese tourists sport 
masks, but it’s exactly the 
opposite; it is, in fact, extremely 
polite. Many Chinese people 
wear masks not to protect 
themselves but to protect 
others; they wear them because 
they themselves are ill.

This was an object lesson 
(and an abject one) in the total 
ignorance of my former 
interpretation, and over the 
course of my visit my comfort 
and delight in the city increased 
with my understanding. 

Take another instance: the 
metro. The metro is wild. At 
rush hour, there are lots of little 
day-glo minders (mostly, it 
seemed, women) who are 
constantly shouting (actually 
shouting) two things over and 
over: 1) Allow passengers off  the 
train before trying to board, 
and 2) Don’t queue directly in 
front of the doors. 

No one pays them any mind; 
it’s an absolute free-for-all. As 
soon as the doors open, people 
try to cram their way in while 
others try to cram their way 
out, and it’s merely a question 
of
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more likely, they were pressed 
up into mine).

The lessons I learned were 
brought home by the pupils I 
taught. One phrase I heard used 
over and over to describe those 
they admired was “So-and-so is 
kind to everyone”. In the West, 
morality is often codifi ed into 
laws or commandments, usually 
prohibitive. But this phrase 
struck me as the real essence of 
moral living; and without our 
greedily reciprocative “as you 
would be done by”. Everyone I 
met was kind to me.
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 TRAVEL

 BY STEAM THROUGH MITTELEUROPA
With champagne, harpists, princes and princesses on board, the reborn 
Danube Express makes her maiden voyage from Budapest to Venice  

There are plenty 
of train journeys 
you cannot wait 
to end but, once 
in a while, 
reaching your 

fi nal destination is the last thing 
on your mind. When you step 
aboard the Golden Eagle 
Danube Express, time stands 
still and you are caught in a 
bubble, a bygone era when 
long-distance travel was the 
preserve of a glamorous, 
fortunate few. When Prince 
Michael of Kent launched the 
newly renovated Golden Eagle 
Danube Express for a run from 
Budapest to Venice on May Day 
weekend, he launched not only 
a train, but also an opportunity 
for rail afi cionados and culture 
lovers to rediscover Central 
Europe by rail.

Budapest Railway Station 
still maintains its Royal Waiting 
Room, despite the fact that 

Hungary lost its own royal 
family with the fall of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. A 
gloriously ornate structure with 
the requisite gilt and moldings, 
it’s rarely open to the public.

On this occasion, however, 
not only were the doors fl ung 
wide open but an 
immaculately attired brass 
band welcomed passengers 
with their music. The 
champagne fl utes shuddered 
on the table as Hungary’s 
largest operational steam train 
thundered onto the platform. 
If you have ever watched The 
Railway Children, Doctor 
Zhivago or Shanghai Express, 
sighed and wished yourself 
aboard the mighty locomotive, 
this is the train for you.

With its 36 passengers 
ensconced in the Bar Car, 
waving from the windows at 
the crowds of spectators, the 
steam engine puff ed its way 

from the station. Each of the 
historic carriages, the oldest of 
which dates back to 1912, was 
built with comfort in mind. In 
addition to leather armchairs, 
the Bar Car has ample room for
a pianist and a harpist, plus 
their substantial instruments.

The champagne fl utes now 
in hand, we stared out of the 
windows at the scenery 
buzzing by. The Soviet 

Full steam ahead: the Danube Express on her journey into northern Italy

Field Guide

The train: Travel from 
Budapest to Venice onboard 
the Golden Eagle Danube 
Express. A nine-day Balkan 
Odyssey, encompassing both 
cities as well as 13 additional 
stops, is available from Golden 
Eagle Luxury Trains (golden-
eagleluxurytrains.com).

By Max Lovell-Hoare 
Travel writer who 
co-authored the fi rst 
guide to South Sudan 

max@tracingtea.com

architecture and modern 
graffi  ti of Budapest’s railway 
yards gave way to the 
Hungarian plain and then to 
Lake Balaton, Europe’s largest. 
A popular holiday destination, 
the lakeside resorts are 
interspersed with manicured 
vineyards, the principal 
producers of Hungarian wine.

By train it’s possible to reach 
all the small places in between, 
those sites you’d never think to 
visit if you were simply fl ying 
in. Dragging ourselves from the 
luxuries of the train for a while, 
we took a detour to the 
beautiful baroque church at 
Tihany, then boarded a 
converted steam boat to cruise 
across the lake.

 However remote the 
location, and however late the 
hour, meals on the train arrive 
like clockwork. With a nod to 
Hungary’s culinary heritage, 
both foie gras and venison 
made their appearance on the 
menu, complemented perfectly 
by bottles of Louis Latour. 

Replete, we retired to our 
deluxe cabins, each one a 
wood-panelled oasis with mod 
cons unimaginable when the 
train was fi rst constructed. 

After all too short a journey, 
we rolled triumphantly into 
Venice. There can be few 
more extraordinary views 
than the Grand Canal from the 
rooftop terrace of Hotel 
Danieli, where we travellers 
were welcomed by Prince 
and Princess Michael for 
drinks, especially when that 
sight is accompanied by the 
sound of corks popping from 
bottles of Krug.
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A MAGICAL, MUSICALARABIAN NIGHT
Muscat’s Royal Opera House, the first in the Gulf, attracts the finest Western
musicians and embodies Oman’s peaceful, tolerant, quietly confident ethos

 TRAVEL

Oman’s opera 
house is a 
dazzling sight at 
night. I’m 
standing on one 
side of a spotless 

expanse of white marble. Across 
the plaza is a building straight 
out of a modern Arabian Nights, 
all illuminated arches and tiers 
of bright white limestone and 
stucco. Blossom scents the air, 
the moon is bright – the scene, 
all this seems to be saying, is set 
for a magical evening. I join the 
crowds heading to the invitingly 
lit entrances; one for men, one 
for women, but we mix once 
inside. Omanis, the men 
dressed in the traditional white 
dishdasha tunic and massar 
turban, and women in black 
abayas with opulent decoration,
mingle with opera-goers in 
Western clothing: “suits or 
dinner jackets for men and 
conservative dresses below the 
knee for women”, as the dress 
code demands. On the bill 
tonight is Rossini’s La 
Cenerentola, a fairytale 
rags-to-riches opera, performed 
by the prestigious Bavarian 
State Opera. The 1,100-seater 
auditorium is nearly full.

The Royal Opera House, 
Muscat opened in 2011, the fi rst 
such venue in the Gulf region. 
Commissioned by Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said, the popular  
absolute ruler of Oman, it was in 
some ways a pet project – the 
Sultan is known to love classical 
music. But it’s also a status 
symbol that marks the 
emergence of modern Oman, a 
once deprived society 
transformed in recent decades 
by investment of oil revenues, 
and one looking to welcome 
ever more visitors to its shores.

“When we fi rst drove past it, I 
thought it was a palace,” says 
Angela Brower, the American 
mezzo-soprano who starred in 

the Bavarian production. “Isn’t
it so random that it’s here? But 
the building is a piece of art in 
itself, and it acts as a beautiful 
bridge between cultures.”

Historically a trading nation, 
Oman has always been 
outward-looking. In many ways 

it stands apart from its
neighbours: peaceful, leaving 
extremists to Yemen; tolerant, 
turning away from the strict 
religious laws of Saudi Arabia; 
and quietly confi dent, feeling 
no need to follow the biggest, 
tallest, fl ashiest ethos of Dubai. 
Hospitality is one of Oman’s 
strengths: everywhere I go, I’m 
off ered strong coff ee and sweet 
dates, or a thirst-quenching 
lemon and mint drink. People 
are eager to share their 
country’s history and culture, to 
advise me to visit the rocky 
coastline and the lush green 
desert wadis, or explore the 
many historic forts. My driver 
points out all the capital’s sites, 
including the Grand Mosque of 
2001, a beautiful white 
sandstone building, with room 
for 20,000 worshippers.

The Bavarian State Opera 
production is a classic; the 
performances are fi rst-rate, and
as a fl ick through the season 
brochure reveals, the venue is 
attracting top dancers and 
musicians, including singer 

Joyce DiDonato and conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel. 

“The Omanis are rightly 
very proud of it,” explains 
Scott Armstrong, editor of The 
Times of Oman. “It’s viewed as 
one of His Majesty the Sultan’s 
great contributions to culture 
in the region.” Even Dubai is 
playing catch-up: its Zaha 
Hadid-designed opera house is 
only due to open in 2016. 
Meanwhile Muscat has a new 
National Museum, the Gulf ’s 
fi rst aquarium, a botanic 
garden, and, in the desert, the 
Omani Renaissance Museum 
all in the offi  ng. 

Oman might be a “humble, 
quiet” country, as one resident 
told me, but it’s certainly not 
short on personality or 
ambition. A Cinderella who has 
made it to the ball, perhaps.

Dazzling: the Royal Opera House “acts as a beautiful bridge between cultures,” says one of its stars

Field Guide

Where to stay: The fi ve-star 
Shangri-La Baar Al Jissah 
resort is near Old Muscat with 
a cliff top position giving 
spectacular views.
What to wear: Oman is hot; 
November-April is the peak, 
cool season.  Long sleeves and 
trousers show respect to local 
custom; wear a headscarf at 
the Grand Mosque.
What to eat: Shuwa is lamb, 
beef or goat slow cooked in an 
underground sand-oven, but 
is only served on special 
occasions. Otherwise, fi sh is 
often fresh, local and tasty.

A
N

D
R

EA
 P

ET
O

, A
N

TO
N

IO
 F

EC
I/

A
LA

M
Y

By Rebecca Franks
Arts journalist and 
reviews editor at the 
BBC Music Magazine

rebecca.j.franks@gmail.com
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IN THE SHADOW OF THE YOUNG
Juliette Binoche plays a nervous and unstable actress facing 
her age opposite Kristen Stewart and Chloë Grace Moretz

 FILM

the part of the businesswoman,
while a high-fl ying newcomer 
(Chloë Grace Moretz) is lined up 
as the intern. Maria worries that 
history will repeat itself and 
becomes so desperate to outshine 
her younger counterpart that 
she retreats to a mountain 
chalet and starts rehearsing her 
lines with a nervous and grim 
determination.

In a sense this fi lm, with its 
French, American, German and 
Swiss actors set against the 
backdrop of the Alps, feels like a 
throwback to 1990s European 
co-productions. These used to 
be derided as “europuddings” 
that randomly cluttered 
together stars from all over the 
continent, creating a soulless 
mishmash, with critics arguing 
that fi lms needed to be 
grounded in a single culture.

Clouds of Sils Maria, with its 
intriguing plot and excellent 
cast, which includes Kristen 
Stewart as Maria’s assistant 
Valentine, could have been a 
great fi lm, a successful 
“europudding”. Yet Olivier 
Assayas tries to turn it into an 
intense teutonic experience, 
backing shots of mountaintops 

Films about the plight of ageing 
actresses have become a 
particular genre. Key examples 
include Joseph Mankiewicz’s 
magnum opus All About Eve and 
Gena Rowlands’ seminal 
performance in John 
Cassavetes’s Opening Night.
With Clouds of Sils Maria, 
French director Olivier Assayas 
brings his own all-star 
interpretation to this theme. In 
his French-Swiss-German 
co-production, Juliette Binoche 
plays Maria Enders, a European 
actress who has made it big in 
Hollywood. Despite her success, 
she is volatile and highly strung 
and when her father fi gure, 
playwright Wilhelm Melchior, 
dies, she suddenly and painfully 
realises that she has reached 
middle age.

During a trip to Zurich, Maria 
is off ered a part in Melchior’s 
most controversial play, “Maloja 
Snake”. This is the story of a 
doomed lesbian relationship 
between the businesswoman 
Helena and a manipulative 
young intern. More than 20 
years ago, Maria was cast as the 
younger of the two, a role that 
catapulted her to fame. Her 
performance eclipsed that of 
the older woman, then a 
well-known actress. This time, 
director Klaus Diestinger (Lars 
Eidinger) wants her to take on 

with ominous music and
introducing characters whose 
accents are thicker than the fog 
over the Matterhorn. Despite 
portentous conversations and 
jagged peaks, the fi lm never gets 
close to capturing the German 
(let alone the Swiss) “soul”.

Though Assayas is out of his 
depth interpreting German 
culture, he has a knack for 
intimate scenes. The more he 
focuses on the minutiae of the 
relationship between Maria and 
her assistant Valentine, the 
tighter the fi lm becomes. 
Shacked up in a narrow valley, 
they read Melchior’s play to 
each other. Maria puts all her 

fear and pent-up frustration into 
her lines, so the fi lm’s plot and 
the play “Maloja Snake” become 
indistinguishable.

Fuelled by streams of alcohol, 
the rehearsals turn into a 
claustrophobic nightmare and a 
test of Valentine’s tolerance for 
suff ering: “I know it’s hard for 
you, but please don’t take it out 
on me,” she pleads. While they 
rehearse, Maria obsessively 
watches YouTube clips of the 
teenage prodigy. But when she 
fi nally meets her bête noire, she 
is surprised by how down-to-
earth the young actress is. Any 
remaining awkwardness is dealt 
with by the girl’s fl attery: “It’s 
incredibly brave of you to take 
on the role of Helena. It’s a way 
of dealing with time,” she says.

As the opening night of 
“Maloja Snake” draws closer, 
Maria panics and asks her agent 
to terminate the contract. After 
much coaxing, she decides to 
take on the challenge after all. 
Yet facing her fears comes at a 
price. Her relationship with 
Valentine becomes increasingly 
unhealthy, and Juliette Binoche 
and Kristen Stewart act this with 
so much nuance that one can’t 
help wishing the fi lm was all set 
in a cottage in France with no 
music or other distractions.

That said, those who happen 
not to be German may not take 
issue with the fi lm’s quirks.

Younger model: Kristen Stewart, right, with Juliette Binoche

Peak performances

Mountains make great backdrops 
for fi lms and can even play the 
main role, as in the “Bergfi lme”
(mountain fi lms) of 1920s 
Germany, in which climbers had 
to fi ght an epic battle against 
nature. Hollywood has eagerly 
mined these classics, borrowing 
their imagery for action 

blockbusters such as Cliff hanger

(1993). European arthouse 
cinema, too, likes snow-capped 
peaks. Most recently, Swedish 
director Ruben Östlund’s brilliant 
Force Majeure had a man caught 
in what he thought was a fatal 
avalanche leave his family behind 
– only to fi nd them unharmed. 

Rudolph Herzog
r.herzog@newsweek.com

When and where 
Clouds of Sils Maria is on 
general release across Europe 
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When and where
The Edith Piaf exhibition is at
the Bibliothèque Nationale de
France until 23 August
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EDITH PIAF’S GRAND ENCORE
The French have fallen in love all over again with their ‘little 
sparrow’ – 53 years after the singer’s tragically early death

by her music and her person
and she fell out of favour,”
recalls Serge Hureau, director of
le Hall de la Chanson, a Parisian
venue that serves as custodian
of France’s musical heritage.
When Hureau staged a concert
of Piaf songs in the 1990s, “No
one was talking about her.”

Caroline Nin, a French jazz
singer, first performed her
tribute show Hymne à Piaf in
Edinburgh and London in 2001.
It was 2013 before she brought it
to Paris. “I wasn’t sure the
French wanted another Edith
Piaf show,” she says. They did.

At first, she tailored her show
for foreign tourists, performing
in English. Soon, she was
bombarded with pleas from
Parisians to perform in French.
As part of the National Library’s

She has a Place named after her 
in Paris; a spacious, traffi  c-free 
triangle in the 20th 
arrondissement. Even Napoleon 
Bonaparte, France’s most 
famous son, didn’t merit that. 
There’s a bronze statue, with 
arms aloft in a distinctive 
on-stage pose. A kilometre 
away, in a quiet corner of the 
vast Père Lachaise cemetery, 
her black marble tomb is 
adorned with fresh fl owers.

To the south, on the Left Bank 
of the river Seine, the French 
National Library is staging a 
major exhibition to mark the 
100th anniversary of her birth. 
There’s a four-hour walking tour 
of her old haunts, an interactive 
game for children and a karaoke 
booth to record your cover 
version of her greatest hits. 

In concert halls, theatres and 
cabarets, on radio and 
television and in the press, she 
and her music are being 
remembered and celebrated.
With almost 800,000 followers
of her Facebook page, 53 years
after she died of cancer at the
age of 47, the chanteuse Edith
Piaf – she of “Non, je ne regrette
rien” – is alive and kicking.

It was not ever thus. During
her life she was often vilified for
her sexual liaisons, for breaking
up marriages and drug abuse.
Prescribed morphine to ease
her pains after serious road
accidents, she became addicted.

Her fans still loved her. By
1954 she had sold 1,000,000
records. She lived her private
life in public and was seldom
out of the headlines.

After her death, “the French
public became a little saturated

Piaf centenary, she’ll perform 
her Hymne in a Paris theatre – in 
French and English – three 
nights a week until August. 

“Piaf created the soundtrack 
of Paris,” Nin says. “Visitors 
want that and, increasingly, 
Parisians want it too.”

The exhibition at the National 
Library, whose 400 exhibits 
include the black dress Piaf wore 
on stage, is a rags-to-riches story 
of how la Môme Piaf (the Little 
Sparrow) – 4ft 9in tall, stick thin, 
neither sophisticated nor sexy 
– went from the back streets of 
Paris, via her grandmother’s 
bordello, to a smart apartment 
near the Arc de Triomphe and 
the stature of a legend.

The first exhibit is a clip from 
the 1954 movie Si Versailles 
M’était Conté (Royal Aff airs in 

Versailles). In the vanguard of a 
revolutionary mob, Piaf is 
belting out a song with the 
refrain “Aristocrats, we’ll hang 
them.” The cast list identifi es 
her as “Woman of the People”. 
A working-class hero long 
before John Lennon.

There’s the voice, powerful 
enough to catch and hold 
crowds when she sang on street 
corners, growling, throaty and 
unmistakable. Her songs, many 
of which she wrote, touch on 
universal themes, love, sadness, 
friendship and life’s 
misfortunes. “Her songs are 
timeless. She tells stories that 
everyone can relate to,” says 
Jacqueline Boyer, daughter of 
Piaf’s fi rst husband, Jacques 
Pills, and herself a singer and 
actress. “Her life was either joy 
or drama. There were always 
ups and downs.”

“Piaf embodies Paris, now 
more than ever during her 
lifetime. She is almost one of the 
monuments that need to be 
visited; the Eiff el Tower, Sacre 
Coeur, Edith Piaf,” Joel 
Huthwohl, curator of the Piaf 
exhibition, tells Newsweek.

David Looseley, who is 
writing a book about Piaf, goes 
further: “She is the iconic 
representation of Frenchness. 
In becoming a monument, she’s 
been cleaned of all the things 
people didn’t like about her.” 

Doubtless, the Oscar-winning 
2007 biopic la Môme (La Vie en 
Rose) contributed to her 
rehabilitation. But the wild child 
who became a legend wouldn’t 
care. Her declared philosophy 
of life was “J’m’en fous pas mal”. 
“I don’t give a damn.”

Symbol: Piaf on the streets of Paris in 1939
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By Brian Eads
Correspondent for the 
BBC and The Observer; 
a Piaf fan for 40 years

@exeads
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You may remember the George 
Clooney fi lm Up In The Air, the 
light comedy about a frequent 
fl ier who criss-crosses the US 
packing and unpacking his 
carry-on wheelie suitcase ... and 
falling in love with the similarly 
peripatetic Vera Farmiga along 
the way. Drawn as I was to the 
beauty of Ms Farmiga, the 
scenes that remain imprinted 
on my cortex are those of 
Clooney carefully assembling 
his wardrobe in the restricted 
confi nes of his carry-on. I am a 
very frequent fl ier and as such I 
am inordinately obsessed with 
hand luggage – its weight, 
mobility, style, dependability 
and, of course, how I can pack 
2-3 weeks worth of clothing and 
general living items into 40cm x 
23cm x 55cm.

I gave up checking baggage a 
decade ago, partly in fear of 
theft or loss and partly because 
I prefer to fl ee from airports as 
soon as I have cleared 
immigration. So I set out on a 
recent trip with the latest 

was at my door with an 
apology, insisting that this 
had never happened before.

I am writing this on the road, 
on a long trip through southern 
Africa, and can confi dently 
report that the replacement 
Lite-Biz Spinner is operating 
perfectly It falls comfortably 
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Samsonite Lite-Biz Spinner, a
super-lightweight, hardside 
four-wheeler in electric blue, 
with a front pocket into which I 
was able to slip laptop, 
documents, passport, iPod and 
iPhone. My excitement was 
short-lived. To cut a long story 
short, the telescopic handle 
came out of its moorings on the 
journey home, thus 
undermining the raison d’être 

of this
highly
piece o
Samso
quick t
respo
Lite-Bi
has a 1
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within
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(ALMOST) UNBREAKABLE
Samsonite’s super-lightweight, super-smooth hard-shell 
case comes apart in the hands of our global nomad

Brunton Torpedo

There are power chargers and 
there are power chargers, and 
the Brunton Torpedo 2800mAh 
Power Ban
charger is
in this age
portable p
also has a
design, wi
black grip
end, giving
appearan
indestruc
Although
be powere
power soc

particularly useful on long road 
trips as it comes with a car 
adaptor. So while it is charging 

t can be used as a 
er adaptor, 
a charge to all your 
ch equipment. As 

mple of how much 
 it has, the Torpedo 
y charge an iPhone 

which means it can 
average 
one going for a 
f days. The Torpedo 

ble from Maplin.
d costs €50.

Canon HFR 506 Camcorder

Canon’s new camcorder is a 
more cost-eff ective alternative 
to the HFR 56 and comes with 
the same 32x optical zoom and 
three-inch LCD monitor. It is a 
compact, lightweight piece of 
equipment that features a 
3.28-megapixel full HD CMOS 
image sensor and a DIGIC DV 4 
Image Processor.
What it doesn’t
have is Wi-Fi or
built-in 
memory, 
which I don’t 
think is a 

signifi cant loss given the price 
(£160). What I particularly like is 
that the HFR 506 off ers home 
video makers the opportunity 
to create a cinematic feel to 
their pictures by employing any 
of the seven “Cinema-Look” 
fi lters, either prior to shooting 
or with the fi nished recording. 

Each filter  is adjustable 
and you select 

your own 
cinematic 
eff ect 
according 
to taste.

Bad packing: Anna Kendrick and George Clo
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THE PLASTICINE SATIRIST 
Painstaking, picaresque and powerful, Henry Hudson’s 
show at Sotheby’s also typifies a new era for the art market

 ART

Hudson’s work arresting. I like
the thick impasto of the 
plasticine. He started using it in 
2005 because it was cheap and 
he was living, not through 
choice, the cliché of the 
penniless artist, eking out an 
existence in a shed without 
electricity and running water.

His moment of artistic 
epiphany came when as a child 
of six – he is now in his early 
thirties – he saw Rousseau’s 
Tiger. During the 1990s he 
trailed around London with his 
father, Richard Hudson, then a 
property developer and now a 
sculptor, and remembers 
hanging out in Green Street, the 
fashionable and rather dissolute 
club that I too used to frequent. 

It was once explained to me that 
art collecting is, like so many 
things, not what it used to be. 
Once it was about being a 
scholar, now it is about being a 
discoverer. I experienced the 
truth of that attending a show of 
works by plasticine painter 
Henry Hudson at Sotheby’s S|2 
space in London.

That is another thing that 
has changed about the art 
world in recent years. Auction 
houses are no longer 
wholesalers to the trade; nor 
are they merely retailers of 
works on the secondary 
market to fi nal clients; the past 
couple of years have seen them 
move into the gallery business. 
Both Sotheby’s and Christie’s 
have galleries in the West End 
and, of course, Phillips last 
year opened a glittering new 
palace of a headquarters with 
gallery space, which launched 
with a show curated by 
Francesco Bonami.

Auction houses only started 
selling contemporary art in the 
1990s and it is now the 
economic power that drives the 
industry. Opening such spaces 
has let them gain access to 
works on the primary market, 
such as those of Hudson. I fi nd 

I do not recall seeing him there 
but then my memories of that 
period in general are a tad hazy.

He is infl uenced by the 
London school of Auerbach, 
Kossoff  and Freud, the last of 
whom he used to encounter as 
a child in Green Street. But his 
breakthrough show was 
infl uenced by the work of the 
London school of an earlier 
era. His Rake’s Progress
imaginatively mixed the 18th 
and 21st centuries and was 
shown at the John Soane 
Museum a few years ago.

And it is to Hogarth that he 
has returned with a series of 
works called The Contemporary 
Artist’s Progress. Detailed, 
disturbing and garish, but in a 

good way, these are works that 
employ the picaresque 
narrative and mordant satire 
of Hogarth but locate the story 
in a dislocated, vicious and, 
alas, all too recognisable time 
that is our own, albeit with 
esoteric additions. 

Everywhere the eye rests 
there is something bizarre and 
intriguing. One sees old friends 
in new places: the bearded 
fi gure from Blake’s The Ancient 
of Days is seen kneeling atop a 
branch of Prada wielding his 
compass over a tray of bottles of 
Louis Roederer Cristal.

They are powerful works, all 
the better for being 
painstakingly executed, and as 
such it is a show that revolts 
against the conceptual 
orthodoxy that having a clever 
idea is enough of a qualifi cation 
to be an artist. It took him fi ve 
minutes to come up with the 
idea and apparently two years 
to complete the 10 large panels.

Alongside the larger works 
charting the inevitable 
downward trajectory of 
protagonist Young Sen, smaller 
plasticine “sketches” 
deconstruct the larger panels, 
allowing one to appreciate the 
detail of individual elements 
that are somehow concealed by 
the density of action within the 
larger works. It is helpful to 
return to the larger works, 
having consulted the smaller 
pieces, to better appreciate the 
deft rendering of a neon sign 
here, or a patch of swirling Van 
Gogh-like sky there.

The rush hour-like crush and 
fashionable faces at his private 
view could almost have 
provided him with material for 
another panel, had he not been 
too busy being congratulated 
and generally savouring the 
satisfaction of the completion 
of a two year task … and having 
been well and truly discovered.

Laying it on thick: Henry Hudson’s Study for Plate 2 – No 3 

Nick Foulkes
n.foulkes@newsweek.com

When and where 
Henry Hudson, The Rise and 
Fall of Young Sen – The 
Contemporary Artist’s 
Progress is at Sotheby’s 
S|2, London, until 29 May
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THE MYTHS OF THE GOOD BOOK
Goading believers and Dawkins-style rationalists alike, A.N. Wilson tries to 
navigate Biblical fact, fiction, faith and the “stupid hatred caused by religion”

Author A.N.
Wilson wants to
save the Bible
from its
enemies and,
perhaps even
more so, from
its over-zealous
friends.

Atheists seek to discredit the
Good Book by ridiculing its
improbable histories, scientific
impossibilities and outmoded
dietary laws. Wilson laments
that defenders of the faith have
responded – “disastrously” – by
turning to historical research
and scientific method in an
attempt to prove the exact
location of every event, the
plausibility of every miracle.

In doing so, he argues, the
devotees have treated the Bible
“as if it were all the things it is
not. They refused to see the
living power of Myth”.

Wilson is a man who has long
made his home on the unstable
frontier between fact and
fiction: a novelist and a
journalist, he is also a biographer
of novelists – Tolstoy, Walter
Scott and C S Lewis – and
once wrote a life of Jesus.

Even in this supposedly
non-fictional work he can’t
resist occasional detours across
the border. He quotes many
conversations about the Bible
with someone named “L”,
introduced as an old friend –
but later admits that “I have
felt free, in these pages, to
mythologise L, to put into her 
mind, or her letters, words 
which were in fact spoken by 
others, and to make her a 
‘composite’ fi gure”.

Some readers may share my 
irritation at this artifi ce. Still, if 

Illumination: The Genesis and the Creation, from the Bible of Saint Bernard of Clairvaux

The Book of the People: How 
to Read the Bible
by A.N. Wilson, 
Atlantic (£17.99)
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novels can be both fi ctional and 
truthful, as most critics would 
agree, then why not the Bible 
– and indeed a book about the 
Bible? Never mind the veracity: 
feel the power of myth.

Wilson regards the quest by 

scriptural archaeologists for a 
historical Jesus as “a dead end”. 
Would it even matter if someone 
could prove that Jesus never 
existed? He seems to think not. 
I say “seems” because his 
argument is sometimes so 

meandering that one wonders if 
he quite understands it himself.

His own Christianity has not 
always been straightforward. 
After years as a heart-on-sleeve 
believer, in the early 1990s he 
lost his faith and published 



Twenty per
cent of all
the oil
traded each
day passes
through one
tiny,
sun-kissed,
missile-

targeted channel. The Strait
of Hormuz, between Iran
and Oman, is one of the
world’s great strategic
pinchpoints and in recent
days it has seen US navy
ships patrolling aggressively
to deter Iranian harassment
of shipping. The Strait is, to
many Americans, as vital as
the Hudson River or the
Mississippi. It is not, and
can never be, (in the spirit
of British pre-war appeaser
Neville Chamberlain) “a
faraway Strait of which
we know little”.

Oh yes, it can. Ian
Bremmer is abandoning the
Strait of Hormuz. He does
not say this explicitly but
the message in his new
book on American foreign
policy could not be clearer:
what he calls the
Indispensable America
approach, under which the

US continues to police
and defend freedom
can, he believes, no
longer be justified.
Nor can he support

what he calls the
Moneyball
America
approach, in
which interests

are defended
only when they are
vital and obviously
threatened.

Abandoning
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Further reading on ...
religion

Mere Christianity by C S
Lewis.Based on a series of
talks he gave duringWWII,
Lewis makes the case for the
religion and its moral core.
God, Man and History by
Eliezer Berkovits.Hailed as
one of the greatest works of
20th-centuryJewish
philosophy,this 1959
publication considers the
underpinning ofJudaism.
The God Delusion by Richard
Dawkins.One of our foremost
atheists argues that life is
purely accidental and belief in
God is akin to psychosis.

A BOMBSHELL FOR 
US FOREIGN POLICY
Established dogmas are torn up in a 
challenge to Presidential candidates to 
recognise the US is not getting stronger

what he now calls “a short, 
intemperate pamphlet entitled 
Against Religion”. In 2009 he 
announced his reconversion in 
a magazine article headlined 
Why I Believe Again.

In his atheist phase, after 
visiting Jerusalem to fi lm a TV 
documentary, Wilson returned 
home “shell-shocked by the 
sheer stupid hatred displayed 
by all sorts of human beings, 
caused by one thing: religion”. 
He now insists that any hatred 
displayed in God’s name is 
entirely the fault of humans, 
not of religion or the Bible.

Even so, this new book 
seems likely to infuriate the 
devout at least as much as it 
goads Richard Dawkins, since 
Wilson refuses to take a literal 
approach to such a strange and 
many-splendoured artefact as 
the Bible. One might almost say 
he doesn’t treat it as Holy Writ.

What is it, then? A grand 
semi-legendary narrative like 
The Iliad? A radical treatise that 
demolishes the world in order 
to rebuild it, like Das Kapital? A 

set of laws and commandments? 
An apocalyptic vision?

All that and more, according 
to Wilson. It is “the text of all 
texts”, the inspiration for many 
masterpieces in Western art 
and music, architecture and 
literature. It is also a rich 
collection of “the most sublime 
stories”: no one can deny the 
resonance of David and 
Goliath, or Noah’s Ark.

True enough: but what sort 
of resonance? “As we played 
with our Noah’s Ark, and 
arranged our wooden Mrs 
Noah next to the pairs of 
wooden animals,” he writes of 
his childhood, “we failed to 
notice that these lucky dolls 
were the survivors of a major 
act of genocide, in which a 
petulant God had decided that 
he did not love the human race 
any longer, and would 
therefore destroy it by fl ood.”

In a fi ne bit of mischief 
Wilson calls the Old Testament 
an “atheist text”, because of the 
depiction of monotheism as 
violent tyranny. “It contains 
much that is puzzling, much 
that is repellent, much that is 
alarming,” he writes, “as does 
the human soul.”

Wilson believes one can 
cherish the scriptures 
while acknowledging 
that they are a work of 
the imagination. “The 
Bible was not written by
authors with our sense of
historical accuracy.” Or,
to quote Ira Gershwin:

The things that you’re 
liable

To read in the Bible:
It ain’t necessarily so.

Francis Wheen
Journalist and author
of How Mumbo-Jumbo
Conquered the World

@FrancisWheen

Justin Webb
Former BBC Washington 
correspondent, author 
of two books on America

@JustinOnWeb

Superpower
by Ian Bremmer, 
Portfolio Penguin (£14.99)

these two staples of American 
foreign policy, Bremmer makes 
the case for what he calls 
Independent America, in which 
the superpower acknowledges, 
to itself and to the world, that 
the time has come to say …

Well, to say what?
Not goodbye. He is clear 

about this and the clarity is vital 
because all too often lazy 
writing about Independent 
America suggests that it is 
Isolationism. It is not. 

Bremmer wants America 
to be open: to trade, to 
immigration, to ideas. But, 
“instead of throwing money at 
other people’s problems let’s 
invest more money more 
wisely in American education, 
rebuild our infrastructure … 
Putting an end to our 
prohibitively expensive 
Superhero foreign policy can 
make all that possible”.

Convinced? Bremmer is not 
worried if you are or if you are 
not. His aim is to help you think 
about these issues and to clarify 
your view. This is not a polemic. 
It’s a heuristic device. But it’s 
still a bombshell: and in the 
context of the 2016 presidential 
debate, a challenge to all the 
candidates to say something 
sensible about how they would 
change US policy to suit the 
changed realities of the world. 
This is Bremmer’s essential 
point: “For the past 25 years 
we’ve acted as if we are 
becoming stronger in the world. 
We’re not, and our foreign 
policy should refl ect that.”

So cheerio Hillary Clinton 
and howdy Rand Paul? Yes, 
I did say, a bombshell. 
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VINTAGE GOES HIGH-END
Once seen as a bit shabby, even if chic, vintage couture is breaking into 
the most exclusive circles – and looking startling modern as it does so

 FASHION

status and quality are valued 
higher than individuality.”

While it is generally true that 
the further east you go across 
Europe, the more likely old 
clothes are to be seen as 
undesirable, whoever’s name is 
on the label, attitudes 
everywhere are changing 
rapidly. “The demographic is 
shifting,” says Banks-Blaney. 
“England and France have a 
long history of beautiful fashion 
and have understood the 
appeal of vintage for much

“They are unique garments 
with an unmatched quality of 
construction,” says William 
Banks-Blaney, explaining the 
lure of vintage couture. “And 
they give women freedom to 
shop for what suits them rather 
than being tied into a designer’s 
latest collection.”

Banks-Blaney, who runs 
the by-appointment-only 
WilliamVintage boutique in 
Marylebone, London, has 
played a major role in lifting 
beautiful old dresses away from 
any connotations of shabbiness 
– or even shabby-chicness – and 
onto a new, elevated, beyond-
luxury plane. 

His book 25 Dresses: Iconic 
Moments in 20th-Century 
Fashion, immortalises in print 
the very best of the pieces that 
have passed through his shop. 
They are all incredible 
garments, whether a Chanel 
“ribbon dress” from 1924 (a 
fl apper fantasy of black silk 
georgette ribbons heavy with 
black glass bugle beads) or a 
timeless Thierry Mugler 
ballgown in pale pink Duchesse 
satin from 1999. 

Although the book’s subtitle 
makes it sound like a history – 
and it is, full of fascinating 
insights into who designed what
and whom they infl uenced 
– many of the dresses look 
astonishingly modern, like the 
strapless scarlet chiff on dress 
from the largely forgotten 
designer Jean Dessès. It may be 
haute couture from 1953, but its 
neat ruched bodice and pleated 

knee-length skirt would fi t 
perfectly today, too.

“Ten years ago, people 
thought vintage clothing rather 
bohemian,” says Banks-Blaney. 
“It was an unusual choice. Now, 
women can see that a fantastic 
vintage dress has its place in 
the wardrobe. Vintage has gone 
from something that’s less 
expensive but esoteric to 
something that’s mainstream. 
With the book I really wanted 
to show how vintage is the 
lifeblood of contemporary
fashion; it’s fashion DN

The phenomenon tr
diff erently into diff eren
countries. “Vintage clo
very popular in France
tends to be about desi
pieces and is mostly Pa
centric,” says Lynnette
who runs online boutiq
Lovely’s Vintage and fi 
the internet brings her
Europe-wide audience
“When I sell pieces to
they are always design
pieces such as Chanel,
and Hermès.” Scandin
go for vintage boho or
garments from the 1970
she has never sold any
Spain or Italy.

And Germany? “It ca
categorised as one plac
Esma Dil, a contributin
Vogue Germany who div
time between German
Hollywood. “Our histor
federal republic and div
East and West is reflect
style. Lifestyle-wise, Be
LA have more in comm
Berlin and other big Ge
cities. People in Berlin
into offbeat labels and v
fashion. The wealthier W
cities such as Munich, S
and Frankfurt have a m
traditional vibe: fitting i

China are huge markets for 
vintage haute couture as 
personal wealth increases. 
Even the Russian oligarchy is 
looking at what the opinion-
formers in Europe are wearing 
and Arab clients often want 
spectacular evening wear at 
haute couture level, not 
because of their value but just 
because they are 
extraordinary dresses.”

Perhaps the clearest marker 
of high-end acceptance for 
vint i th in r ing 
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WHERE A SCINTILLATING PAST LIVES ON
Home to Freud, Zweig, Mahler and Klimt, Vienna’s traditional coffee houses 
still hum with an intellectual productivity that passes into even the casual visitor

 CULTURE

When you picture a European 
cultural institution, you 
probably imagine somewhere 
like the Louvre or the Prado, the 
Gulbenkian Foundation or the 
British Museum, the Teatro alla 
Scala or the Berlin 
Philharmonie. You are probably 
not thinking of a café – not, that 
is, unless you are Viennese.

Vienna’s stately and beautiful 
coff ee-houses – which have 
survived two world wars, the 
end of an empire and the 
shameful expulsion and murder 
of nearly all the city’s richly 
talented Jewish population – are 
arguably the city’s most 
important cultural endowment. 
When Unesco listed them as 
part of the city’s “intangible 
cultural heritage” in 2011, the 
citation described them as 
places where “time and space 
are consumed, but only coff ee is 
found on the bill”. This is 
charming but does not go far 
enough.

Many factors – architectural, 
historical, social, political – go 
towards making Vienna’s cafés 
the unique establishments they 
remain. The great cafés on the 
Ringstrasse, such as Landtmann, 
Schwarzenberg and Prückel, are 
astonishingly grand and 
generous in scale. Ceilings hung 
with chandeliers are tall enough 
to permit a giraff e to sip a 
mélange (the deliciously mild 
Viennese version of a 
cappuccino) if it so wished.

The grandeur extends to 
the waiters. Their abstracted 
hauteur gives them the 

appearance of exiled
eminences. You may fi nd they 
studiously ignore you, though 
their mood can suddenly 
change. Above all, they are not 
excessively eager to please, 
unlike the baristas of a well-
known café chain who are 
expected to “work at pace” and 
“create a sense of fun”. Such 
concepts are anathema to the 
connoisseur of Viennese cafés.

These waiters and waitresses 
have status and dignity, and that 
spills over in a strange way onto 
the customer. Above all it adds 
to the precious sense of peace 
and settledness, conducive to 
thought and refl ection rather 
than frenetic jabber.

What makes them such an 
important part of the city’s 

heritage is that they are places 
where culture is made as much 
as it is consumed. No cultural 
history of the city, especially of 
the period from the 1870s to the 
Anschluss in 1938, graced by 
writers such as Hofmannsthal, 
Zweig, Freud and Kraus, 
musicians such as Brahms, 
Mahler and Schoenberg, painters 
such as Klimt, Kokoschka and 
Schiele, architects such as 
Loos and Olbrich, could be 
written without reference to 
the cafés where these cultural 
fi gures gathered, read, talked 
and wrote.

Their cafés were not always 
as peaceful as they seem to be 
today. In the late 19th and early 
20th century, when absolutist 
Habsburg rule included 

censorship and clamp-downs 
on political extremism, they 
were often hotbeds of 
radicalism. Police informers 
mingled with the customers and 
there were bitter rivalries 
between various groups centred 
on diff erent coff ee houses.

In 1896 the satirist Karl Kraus 
began a feud with the infl uential 
critic Hermann Bahr, who held 
court at the Café Griensteidl. In 
a celebrated essay called The 
Demolished Literature, Kraus 
attacked the Griensteidl “Jung 
Wien” coterie, which included 
Hofmannsthal and Arthur 
Schnitzler, for being morbidly 
obsessed with their nerves. In 
1900 Bahr successfully brought 
a defamation suit against him.

All this makes Vienna’s 
coff ee-houses seem like 
nostalgic relics of a scintillating 
past. The whole city can appear 
like that, of course, but the 
historic cafés still hum with 
their own special life. Those 
who fi nd Vienna, and Austria in 
general, insuff erably smug 
might like to pop in to Café 
Bräunerhof. This was the 
favoured haunt of Austria’s most 
celebrated post-war novelist, 
and excoriator of all things 
Austrian, Thomas Bernhard. In 
1986 Bernhard agreed to be 
interviewed in the Bräunerhof 
by the critic Werner 
Wögerbauer. The interview 
found Bernhard in splendidly 
acerbic form: “The young 
people of today,” he 
announced, “are running into 
the arms of death at age 12, and 
they’re dead at 14.”

My own favourite is Prückel 
on the Ringstrasse opposite the 
MAK. It manages to be liberal, 
unstuff y and stately all at the 
same time. I know that at one of 
its art deco tables someone is 
writing a poem, or an essay; 
literature and culture have not 
been completely demolished.

Astonishingly grand: the chandelier-hung Café Schwarzenberg

Harry Eyres
@sloweyres
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 Q&A

 MY WEEKEND: RICHARD BOWDEN-DOYLE
The chairman of tour operator Neilson hankers for Africa and volunteers as a 
‘blood-runner’ – riding his motorbike through the night to deliver blood to hospitals

Friday night
I do relatively little on a Friday 
night. My business is located in 
Brighton but I live in west 
London, so I spend the evening
at home with my wife, Jill, 
catching up and winding down.
I suspect that will become more
the case, as we’ve just fi nished 
a refurbishment of our house in
Richmond, overlooking the 
Thames. I’m looking forward to
summer evenings on the 
balcony gazing at the river.

Saturday daytime
All my life I’ve been a stay-in-
bed person on a Saturday. But 
then I lived in Africa for four 
and a half years. Out there, the 
rhythm of life is much more 
driven by the sun – people get 
up and go to work early, then 
leave early and enjoy the rest of
the day. These days, as much as
I would like to stay in bed, I’m 
usually up at half past seven.

When our two children were 
little, we had a succession of 
canal boats. More recently we 
had a motor cruiser moored in 
Poole. So we typically spend 
Saturdays on the water. 

Saturday evening
Saturday evening tends to be 
time for Jill and me. We like to 
eat out. We had a favourite little 
restaurant in Richmond, The 
Burnt Chair, which we loved 
because the crazy guy who ran 

it had a huge list of US wines,
he was obsessed. But then the 
place closed down.  

We’re fairly avid theatre-
goers. The theatre requires you 
to suspend your disbelief much 
more than a fi lm does. We 
enjoyed Ralph Fiennes in Man 
and Superman but we walked 
out of The Captain of Köpenick.

Sunday daytime
My big hobby is motorcycling, 
and Sunday is motorcycling day. 
I used to ride a bright red 

Ducati, now I have a BMW – a
big touring bike. I learned to 
ride when I was 16, but I quickly 
realised cars were warmer and 
more interesting to girls.

One of the things I do on the 
bike is “blood-running”. The 
NHS only has the resources to 
move blood between banks and 
hospitals during working 
hours. Outside of working 
hours, it’s down to a charity 
called SERV. As a volunteer, 
sometimes I’ll get a phone call 
at 1am asking me to take blood 

to a hospital. Everything is done
in regional cells, so you ride it to
the edge of your area, and the
next cell will have arranged
another driver to pick it up. You
meet some strange people at
petrol stations at 2am. It’s the
strangest things that create
bonds between people who
have nothing in common. But
something’s not right when this
kind of service is being provided
by volunteers.

Sunday evening
We’ll tend to watch something 
on TV. I’ve got terrible taste, so 
we watch endless shows about 
policemen and detectives. 
Finally I’ll retire with a good 
book. I’ve recently fi nished 
Hell’s Gate by Richard 
Crompton, set in Kenya. It 
brings to mind places I’ve 
visited. Perhaps it’s a secret 
yearning to be back in Africa.

As told to Felicity Capon
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At home: “I’m looking forward to summer evenings gazing at the river”
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Student shootings
Kent State University, in the 
rolling hills of north-eastern Ohio, 
seems the very model of a 
modern Middle American 
university.  Until last year, the 
most vicious outbreak of violence 
there was a 1958 panty raid 
launched against two women’s 

dormitories, which resulted in the 
prompt dismissal of 29 students.

Given the setting, the sudden 
volley of rifl e fi re from National 
Guard troops that killed four Kent 
State students and wounded 10 
others last week echoed more 
loudly than it might have at one 
of the capitals of campus protest 

such as Berkeley or Columbia. 
The bloody incident shocked and 
further divided a nation already 
riven by dissent over the war in 
Indochina. The shots fi red at Kent 
State were taken by some as a 
warning that the US might be 
edging towards the brink of  
warfare on the home front.

Curriculum Vitae

Before taking Neilson 
independent of parent 
company Thomas Cook two 
years ago, Richard amassed a 
wealth of experience in the 
travel industry and spent four 
years in Jo’burg as chairman 
of the luxury safari operator 
Conservation Corporation.
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