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TESTED: The new Ducati Panigale S 
owes a lot to its ancestors. Regarded as 
the pinnacle of sheer sportsbike aggres-
sion, it uses clever electronics to keep it 
all under some sort of control. Owners 
of the 1098S, 1198S and 1199 Panigale  
assess whether the latest incarnation 
of Ducati’s flagship is a significant step 
up from their own machines.

RIDING: In the final part of our 
guide to the very best riding 
roads in Europe we stay a little 
closer to home and explore 
Scotland and Wales. The routes 
highlighted here prove you 
really can have an awesome 
adventure without breaking 
the bank.   

A family of
superstars

Scot to 
be done

P28P34

P82

BRIT CHARGE 
FALLS FLAT
Cal Crutchlow’s crash out of tenth 

place in the Brno MotoGP summed up 

a difficult day for the Brits. Danny Kent 

has dominated Moto3 this season but 

he struggled to seventh and Bradley 

Smith was no happier with his seventh 

place finish in the premier class. Sam 

Lowes was more successful with a 

fighting fifth in Moto2. Crutchlow has 

not yet sealed a deal for next year and 

is keen to keep proving he’s the top 

satellite rider, but he struggled for grip 

all weekend and a Czech DNF has seen 

him slip down the title table. 

There really has never been a bet-

ter time to buy a new bike. With 

the recession hitting hard a couple 

of years ago, manufacturers 

responded by bringing out very 

good, competitively-priced bikes. 

Now you can get a decent ma-

chine from as little as £50 a month. 

We highlight 67 brilliant deals and 

explain how the personal contract 

purchase schemes work and what 

you need to be aware of before 

signing on the line.

BRNO STRUGGLES

NEW BIKE 
BARGAINS
20-PAGE SPECIAL
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Valentino Rossi on racing

against today’s athletes

‘The racers have
changed. Before

you could
not train, go to bed

late and drink beer...
and win. I’ve had
to change some

things’

NEW BANDIT HAS
A LOT TO OFFER

P14

FIRST TEST: It feels like the Bandit has

been around for decades – that’s because

it has! The big-bore Bandit was dropped by

Suzuki in 2012 but it’s back for 2015 with

some upgrades. And while it may be about as

cutting edge as an umbrella, it offers an awful

lot for a bit over £7000.

TOP-OF-THE-
RANGE TIGERS 
ON THE PROWL

P12 

FIRST TEST: The latest two 800 Tigers have 

arrived, bringing the range to six. Triumph 

have left the best ’til last though. The XRT 

offers serious touring potential while the XCA 

yearns for the great outdoors and anything 

the muddy countryside can throw at it. But 

they don’t come cheap.

G
O

L
D

 A
N

D
 G

O
O

S
E

BARGAIN OF 
THE WEEK

Honda CBR600F £1600
SELLER SAYS: 1997, 27,000 miles. Bike 

runs well and looks good for age. Taxed 

until May 2016, MoT until August 2016. 

MCN SAYS: A solid all-rounder that is 

easy to keep in good nick as there are 

so many still around – that also means 

getting parts is easy. Smooth motor and 

as reliable as it gets. 15,557  bikes for sale
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WK clean up its act
Sharing the same engine as the 650TR, 
the WK Bikes 650i is a more conven-
tional naked bike, effectively a brand 
new alternative to a second-hand 
Kawasaki ER-6n. And it too is getting 
changed soon. New patents show a 
much cleaner design than the current 
one, with a smaller, slanted headlight 
and a neat, stubby seat unit. The tubu-
lar steel frame is carried over, but the 
engine cases and exhaust are modi-
fied – probably hinting at changes to 
conform to new Euro 4 emissions rules.

Honda’s adventure-scooter
Mixing-and-matching components to 
create new niche models is something 
every bike firm does occasionally, but 
this adventure-styled Honda scooter 
is one of the stranger hybrids we’ve 
seen. Based around the air-cooled 
engine from the Vision 110, but with 
the forks and brakes from an MSX125, 
it’s a knobbly-tyred mish-mash that’s 
probably intended as a concept rather 
than a production bike. We’re guess-
ing it will appear at a show in Asia or 
India soon.

Honda’s a monkey 

bike motocross 

mash-up

Patent shows 

650i refresh 

The standard R1 and track-only R1M will be

joined by a base model R1S next year

‘It will be sold as a
‘basic’ version

with a lower price
and less tech’

Entry-level
Yamaha R1S
due in 2016
Before the new-for-2015 YZF-R1 was 
even unveiled Yamaha dropped a large 
hint at its intentions to offer more than 
one version by filing trademarks on the 
names YZF-R1 and YZF-R1M.

But it also trademarked a third title, 
that of YZF-R1S, which so far hasn’t 
emerged as a production model. Now, 
however, it’s clear that the R1S is to be 
part of the firm’s 2016 range, at least 
in America, where it will be sold as a 
‘basic’ version with a lower price and 
less in terms of technology.

The information comes via the 
California Air Research Board, a body 
which must certify that all bikes to be 
sold in the state comply with its strict 
emissions regulations. Yamaha’s 2016 
certificates include mentions of the 
existing R1 and R1M but also the R1S, 
described in the document as a ‘basic 
model’. The bike’s name also appears 
in the American EPA certification 
lists, showing it will be sold all across 
America rather than just in California.

Information about the bike is limited, 
but the documents show its engine tune 
and weight are unchanged compared 
to the normal R1, so performance 
will be just as high. Its ‘base’ nature 
is therefore sure to show up in lower-
spec electronics and perhaps cheaper 
suspension.

DVT engine
Almost certain to be a new version of the 

1198 Diavel motor, it’s likely to boast the 

Desmodromic Variable Timing system 

which debuted on the firm’s Multistrada this 

year, aimed at giving the rider the very best 

the engine can deliver at all times.

Wheels
The wheels on this test 

mule appear to be one of 

the four or more existing 

options for the 

Diavel. The 14-spoke 

items, bearing the trade-

mark polished accent 

detailing, now mimicked 

by the cylinder head 

detailing.

Monster moves
The fork stanchions look pretty fa-

miliar, but the yoke is completely dif-

ferent to the current Diavel, and looks 

more like those on the Monster 1200. 

Clamped to the bottom are some also 

familiar looking Brembo monobloc 

calipers, gripping identical discs to 

the current bike. 

It’s a wrap
The wrap-around trellis now

stops just short of the rear cylin-

der head, effectively just forming

a bolt-on headstock and relying

on the engine to do all the work

of keeping the front and rear of

the bike connected. The swing-

arm and seat units will bolt direct

to the back of the engine.

• New frame  • New engine • New styling 
• Feet-forward footpegs • Belt final drive

Highlights 

Bodywork
The Diavel has been on a diet, 

with a smaller rad shroud for 

the now front-mounted radiator, 

flatter more traditional teardrop- 

shaped tank, and slimmed-

down tail unit which appears to 

have no pillion provision at all. 

The new smaller headlamp also 

reduces frontal bulk.
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WEEKENDS 
DON’T GET
ANY BETTER
Bikes take over Northants town 
for brilliant summer Sunday

S
unshine, 20,000-strong crowds
and a selection of the finest bikes
on the planet – Sunday’s Brackley
Festival of Motorcycling has been

hailed as a massive success.
With everything from MotoGP bikes

tearing up the high street, to toddlers
on electric trials bikes hopping over
wooden palettes on the sports field,
the annual festival is one of those rare 
events that successfully brings together 
all genres of motorcycling in a massive 
family-friendly celebration. 

Over 100 classic and modern race 

bikes thrilled the crowds as they took
to the compact street circuit with ma-
chines ranging from tiny 1960s 50cc
Grand Prix machines to an ex-Troy
Bayliss Desmosedici MotoGP bike and 
everything in between. Steve Colley

Alan Walker 

parades an ex-Phil 

Read MV Agusta

You can almost sniff 

the two-stroke 

at the Classic 50 

Racing Club display

and the Broke FMX stunt team wowed 
the crowds with their skills while 
BMW, Ducati, Honda, Metisse, Suzuki, 
Triumph, Victory and Yamaha were 
on hand with their latest machines. 
There were custom displays, a ride-
in, custom competition and stacks of  
retail stands. 

With so much going on and just a £5 
entry fee (with all profits going to the 
local air ambulance) it’s easy to see why 
in just six years the festival has grown 
to become such a landmark event.
■ The weekend also saw the Ramsgate 
Sprint Revival, re-creating an event 
which ran in the 50s and 60s.

‘It’s grown into a 
family-friendly 
celebration of 
motorcycling’

By Ped Baker
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NEXT WEEK

PLUS: Tracer v Crossrunner v MV Veloce 
+ Cadwell BSB + New KTM 690 Duke

DUNLOP ON A CHARGER!

BRITISH
MOTOGP

24-PAGE SPECIAL

 Classic TT test with William Dunlop
 PLUS: Nine more Norton Rotaries ridden

EXCLUSIVE  INTERVIEWS 
Crutchlow, Smith, Redding, 

Kent,  Lowes, Rossi, Marquez 
PLUS Stars’ Silverstone secrets

Riding stars of the future got to 

show their stuff on electric bikes

Don’t try this at home: Steve Colley 

shows off his awesome trials skills

How fat? 

That’s a 300-

section rear on a 

custom Yamaha VMAX

An ex-Bayliss 

Desmo is warmed 

up ready to ride

Hot specials from 

Lamb Engineering 

include the award-

winning Circus of 

Speed bike
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0800 7836 191whitedalton.co.uk

REAL BIKERS. REAL LAWYERS. REAL ANSWERS.
Real specialists in:

s��-OTORCYCLE�!CCIDENTS�IN�%NGLAND���7ALES��%UROPE�AND�
THE�)SLE�OF�-AN

s�4AKEOVER�CLAIMS�FROM�OTHER�3OLICITORS

s��2OAD�4RAFl�C�/FFENCES��FROM�SPEEDING�TO�$EATH�BY�
$ANGEROUS�$RIVING

s��/BTAINING�COMPENSATION�WHERE�
YOUR�PERSONAL�INJURY�CLAIM�HAS�
BEEN�UNDERSETTLED�BY�YOUR�
PREVIOUS�APPOINTED�SOLICITOR�



Hitting The Apex is the latest film

from acclaimed director of Faster

and Fastest, Mark Neale, chronicling

the best show on Earth: MotoGP.

The new film is presented by Brad

Pitt, and is the inside story of six of

the fastest motorcycle racers of all

time – and the fates that await them

at the peak of the sport.

Featuring a stunning mix of action

and behind-the-scenes interviews,

Hitting the Apex will premiere at

the British MotoGP, Silverstone, on

August 28 – and you could be there.

MCN has 50 pairs of tickets to the

premiere, which will include a live

Q&A with director Mark Neale. The

prize also includes Silverstone entry

tickets for Friday August 28, so fans 

can enjoy a full day of entertainment,

and the opportunity to see many of

the stars of the film in live practice.

Hitting the Apex will be released

in cinemas from September 2, and

on Blu-ray and DVD on September 7.

ENTER NOW for your chance to

win one of fifty pairs of tickets at: 

winit.motorcyclenews.com 

WIN TICKETS
TO SEE HITTING 
THE APEX
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‘EBR is people,
skilled people,
craftsmen and 

innovators’
BRUCE BELFER, AMERICAN METALS CEO

We may have already mentioned
that MCN is 60 this year. As part
of our ongoing celebrations we’re
giving away a FREE ‘MCN 60’ mug
to anyone wearing any T-shirt from
the MCN T-shirt shop at Silverstone
at the British MotoGP.

All you need to do is post a pic-
ture of you in any of our T-shirts on
Twitter, Facebook or Instagram with
this hashtag: #MCN60

We’ll direct message you after the
event and send you your mug.

Not got an MCN T-shirt? Head to
www.MCNmerch.com to see the
full range and fill a basket with your 
favourites. 

has stated that he is committed to
getting the company up and running
again as soon as possible. With former
employees being at the forefront of
getting what’s owed, with $202,000 in
paid time off outstanding at the time
the company ceased production, Belfer
has made it clear that he wants to keep
the company’s base in Wisconsin and
to re-hire many of the 130 employees
made redundant in April. “There’s not
a single piece of machinery that I don’t
have or can’t buy,” said Belfer. “EBR is
people, skilled people, craftsmen and
innovators. That’s what I was buying.
Everything else I can buy at the store.”

Although no official statement has
been made about when more new
bikes might roll off the lines, it looks
like the doors will be opening again
imminently, with Buell as President, 
and Belfer taking the role of CEO.

By James Archibald

E
rik Buell Racing looks set to start
building bikes again after two
separate cash injections put the
firm back on an even enough keel

to reopen its doors to staff, rescuing the
company from doom after it filed for
bankruptcy in April this year.

First to pour resources into the ailing
business, founded and run by American
Erik Buell, was Hero MotoCorp Ltd – the
Indian leviathan that already owned
a 49% share of EBR after a $25million
investment in 2013. The firm acquired
Buell’s consulting business assets for
$2.8 million, before American Metals
LLC also stepped into the breach with
a further investment of $2.25million.
While Hero has little interest in EBR
bikes, Buell and his R&D team were
instrumental in the development of

new Hero models, and it’s this part
of the business that Hero was keen to
protect. Conversely American Metals
are only interested in getting EBR run-
ning as a fully-formed manufacturer.

EBR rose from the ashes of its former
incarnation, Buell Motorcycles, after
Harley-Davidson (which wholly owned
the firm from 2003 to 2009) offloaded
the marque to focus on its own core
brand following a torrid time in inter-
national markets, while also unloading
its ownership of MV Agusta.

Born from Buell’s desire to continue
his own very particular style of mo-
torcycle development and production,
EBR was founded as an independently-
owned outfit in 2009 that initially
focused on development through rac-
ing, while the company moved back
towards production bikes after Hero
MotoCorp’s investment in 2013. 

The result was the 1190RX super-
bike, and 1190SX super-naked, both
of which received critical acclaim, but
couldn’t achieve the sales needed to
give EBR enough cashflow to survive.
With sales falling short EBR filed for
bankruptcy on April 15 and ceased all
operations, with rumoured debts of
around $20million. Erik Buell blamed
his ambition for the difficulties, claim-
ing that the firm had grown too fast.

American Metals CEO, Bruce Belfer, You’d be a mug not to wear one

Relive the best

moments

 in MotoGP

It had looked

like the end for

Buell, now the

firm is back

FREE mug
if you wear
MCN shirts 
at Brit GP

EBR SAVED… 
AGAIN
Troubled Erik Buell Racing
gets new financial lifeline

WORLD EXCLUSIVE PREMIERE

See the new MotoGP film
first at Silverstone MotoGP!

50
pairs to give 

away!
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*Terms and Conditions apply: 1. The promotion is open to UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man residents aged 18 years or over except employees of the Promoter, their Dealers and agents and members of their immediate families or anyone connected to the creation and administration of the promotion. 2. £500 discount available on new Honda on-road Motorcycles

of 300cc and above purchased or ordered at participating Authorised Honda Dealers between 29th– 31st August 2015 (both dates inclusive). CRF and Cota models are excluded from this promotion. 3. To obtain your £500 contribution, you must first obtain a unique voucher code by registering your details at www.honda.co.uk/motorcycles between 29th August

and 31st August 2015. Once registered you will receive the voucher code by email. The unique voucher code must be presented to the Dealer at the time of purchase or order of the motorcycle. The contribution will be applied at the time of purchase or order and voucher codes will not be accepted after this time. Opening times of Dealers vary – please check

with the Dealer. 4. One voucher code only per purchase. No cash alternative available. No purchase necessary. 5. No responsibility will be accepted for voucher codes lost or damaged. 6. All Honda motorcycles subject to availability. 7. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for any loss, damage, injury or disappointment suffered by participating in this promotion,

or any damage to any participant’s or other person’s computer or mobile phone equipment as a consequence of participating in or downloading any material relating to this promotion. Nothing shall exclude the Promoter’s liability for death or personal injury resulting from its negligence. 8. The Promoter reserves the right to modify, cancel, terminate or suspend this

promotion in whole or in part, at its sole discretion, if it believes the promotion is not capable of being conducted within these terms and conditions or in the event of a virus, computer bug or unauthorised human intervention or any other cause that is beyond the reasonable control of the Promoter that could corrupt or affect the administration, security, impartiality

or normal course of the promotion. 9. If in the Promoter’s sole determination any participant acts contrary to these terms and conditions or their actions are or are considered to be fraudulent (including but not limited to tampering with the operation of the promotion or bringing the Promoter and/or any of its Dealers agents or representatives into disrepute),

they may be rejected from the promotion. 10. The decision of the Promoter is final and binding and no correspondence will be entered into. 11. These terms and conditions are governed by English law and are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts. 12. Promoter: Honda Motor Europe Limited t/a Honda (UK), Cain Road, Bracknell RG12 1HL.

9LNPZ[LY MVY V\Y )HUR /VSPKH` :\TTLY :HSL HUK ÄUK�

your local dealer at honda.co.uk/bikesummersale

SUMMER SALE

29 - 31
AUGUST 2015

UP TO £500 OFF*

ON ALL 300cc BIKES AND ABOVE
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Yamaha MT-125
Looking for full-size funky 125cc

roadster? You could do a lot

worse than Yamaha’s excellent

MT, a naked version of their

dominant YZF-R125. A £720.30

deposit will get you rolling.

BMW S1000RR
If a wildly techno-laden ballistic

superbike is top of your list, the

the RR should be on it. £2617.82

up front, and £199 a month will

make it yours for three years.

Suzuki V-Strom 650XT
If you want an adventure bike

without enormous weight or

power, and just a £1000 deposit 

– this is the one for you.

Ducati Hypermotard
If you’ve got a love of fast and

fruity road supermotards, have

£2020 burning a hole in your

pocket, and can afford £99 a

month thereafter – then you’ve

just found irreverent heaven.

elusive and complete riding experience.

That led me to Gard Hollinger

and eventually to setting up Arch

Motorcycles and making the KRGT-1.

It’s just an ordinary cruiser, isn’t it?

No! You’ve got a big V-twin with a lot of

torque, you have a really performance

orientated experience in that it

handles, turns in, holds a line. It’s got

a long wheelbase but it’s very stiff; it’s

very comfortable for cruising but when

you get into the corners – OK. you’re

not going to rub your elbows – but it’s 

got a 240-section rear tyre and you can

use all of it! You’ve got over 120ftlb of

torque at the back wheel, and that just

makes you want to go ‘YEAAAAH!’

With the right gearing and the right

mapping, it’ll happily do 140mph.

Is biking different for you now?

For the past year, Gard and I have

been taking this motorcycling and

manufacturing tour of the world; to

try and get into MotoGP, have a look

at Moto2, some supermoto riding,

some trackdays, just looking at others 

Have you owned a lot of bikes?

Yes, I have. My first was a Kawasaki

600 Enduro, and after that I had an

affair with classic Nortons – I’ve owned

a lot of them over the years. But when

I’m away from home on a shoot, I

normally end up buying something to

use while I’m away. I’ve owned a Suzuki

GS1100E, a 1989 GSX-R750, a 1974

BMW 750, a Kawasaki KZ 900, an ‘84

Harley Shovelhead, a Moto Guzzi, and 

many others.

And you still ride all year round?

I’ve only ever owned two cars. I ride

every day; for me, motorcycles are my

main transport. I’m so, so lucky that

I get to ride something that I helped

make happen [an Arch KRGT-1, Ed],

and it doesn’t rain much in LA. The car

just kind of sits there looking jealous!

I actually like the occasional rainy day;

I think I’m one of the few people in LA 

who likes riding in the rain.

What inspired you to build your own?

All those miles on all those bikes

helped me to build an enhanced

appreciation for what makes a

motorcycle great. Real-world

performance, the sound, the feel, and

the look… all together it delivers the 

Arch Motorcycles KRGT-1
“It’ll happily do 140mph”

areas of biking. We’ve been to Emilia-

Romagna too, met with Ducati, Ferrari,

Bimota, Vyrus. We’ve been on this

tour just to try and meet other riders, 

creators, engineers, designers.

You’ve got really into MotoGP, too?

One thing I’m coming to learn is that

racing at places like Suzuka or Mugello

has a huge legacy of engineering – and

that’s something we can learn from.

We’re just back from Italy, and that

Italian love of motorcycling and riding

coming out of places like Mugello, that

environment, is incredible. A track in

the middle of nowhere, everyone’s

having fun, families are here and kids

are riding bikes; it’s like going to the

source of the motorcycle tradition. It’s

really cool, and a huge honour to be 

asked to come and share it.

So who’s going to win the title?

You get the impression that Marquez

can’t win the this year, but he’s sure

going to f**k a lot of people up! He’s

still going to try and win every race; I’m

still learning about the sport and I have 

no idea what’s going to happen!

Next week: BSB team boss Mark 

Smith-Halvorsen

1974 Norton Commando 850
“I’ve had many Nortons over the years”

LOVE AFFAIR

KEANU REEVES
HOLLYWOOD A-LISTERAND FOUNDER OF THEARCH MOTORCYCLE CO

Matrix star on his life-long love of Nortons and new passion for MotoGP

‘I RIDE EVERY DAY. BIKES 
ARE MY TRANSPORT’

KEANU’S BIKES

Finance deals of the week

£99/month

£199/month

£75/month

£139/month

PCP

PRAISE
BE FOR

FOR MORE PCP DEALS

SEE 20-PAGE PULLOUT 

Most Tinsel Town

inhabitants ride bikes

for fashion, real rider

Reeves rides for passion
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W
hat could possibly be bet-
ter than a new Triumph
Tiger800?SixnewTriumph
Tiger 800s, of course.

The latest arrivals in the
Tiger line-up are more travel-focused
than before. The new Tiger XRT (fea-
tured) and XCA (see, right) are both
top-level Tigers bristling with extras
for those wanting to take on the world,
or who just want a weekend away.

The 800 Tiger was revised at the
start of 2015 with improvements to the
lively three-cylinder engine which now

comes with a ride-by-wire throttle and
improved fuel economy. Triumph also
played around with the styling and
added traction control and switchable
ABS, plus other minor changes.

If you want a road-biased Tiger with
a 19in front wheel you now have the
XR, XRX and XRT – each sharing the
same chassis but with different levels
of accessories and rider aids. If you’re
a little more adventurous and opt for
a 21in front wheel you have a further
three options to choose from - XC, XCX,
XCA (tested here, too), again sharing
the same platform but with different
levels of spec.

The standard Triumph Tiger 800XR
with a 19in front wheel will set you
back £8499. Your second option is
the XRX £9499 which comes with

three rider modes – Road, Off-Road
and Rider which automatically sets
the ABS, traction control and changes
the throttle map. The X also gets cruise
control, handguards, adjustable screen,
centrestand, two 12v sockets, better
clocks and there’s (somewhat annoy-
ing) self-cancelling indicators.

Now you also have the XRT (pictured)
which comes with all the benefits of the
XRX but with even more extras. Gloat
as you thrum along with heated grips,
heated seat for both for the rider and
pillion, fog lights, a third 12v socket,
tyre pressure sensors, a GPS bracket,
aluminium radiator guard and pannier
rails; we had the panniers fitted which
will cost you an extra £650.

There is also a striking orange option
on the XRT and green on the XRA. The

XRT costs £10,499 – two grand more 
than standard 800 Tiger and only a 
grand less than the standard Triumph 
1200 Explorer. Our test bike with 
panniers comes in at £11,149. But you 
get a huge amount of extras over the 
standard bike for only £2000.

It appears our XRT test bike has rid-
den through the Triumph accessories 
catalogue covered in superglue, is 
there anything extra left to bolt on? 
Do you really need three 12v sockets? 
Triumph have even had to upgrade 
the alternator on the new 800 XRT to 
cope with all the sockets and power-
sapping extras such as heated seats for 
both front and back. 

It’s an impressive machine. The 800 
triple is more than strong enough to 
carry you, a pillion and a full load of 

ADAM CHILD
SENIOR ROAD TESTE
adam.child@motorcyclenews

www.motorcyclenews.com
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TRIUMPH TIGER 
800 XRT
WORLD FIRST TEST

‘This Tiger is simply 
the tasty icing on a 
very lovely cake’

‘The 800 is more 
than enough to 
carry you and 
your luggage 
across Europe’



luggage at speed around Europe. It may
have less than 100bhp but will happily
cruise along at 85mph all day. Equally,
it’s capable of putting a smile on your
face if the road gets twisty.

Comfort is excellent, the adjustable
screen is more than adequate, the seat 
is welcoming and I found the riding 
position near-perfect. At only 5ft 7in I 
hate the silly stretch demanded by some 
adventure bikes, but there’s none of 
that here. Economy hovers at just under 
50mpg, and a 19-litre tank means the 
range isn’t bad. A steady ride will see 
200 miles between fill-ups. Sit back, 
switch on the cruise control, even the 
heated seat and grips and enjoy.

It’s relatively light, 44kg lighter than 
Triumph’s Explorer which makes it 
easier to live with, especially if you 

Our spec’d-up test bike

with sturdy panniers

will cost you £11, 149

Clear and easy dash includes a gear indicator and hazard warning light switch

Accessory fog lights add to the

bike’s rugged, go-anywhere appeal

Switchgear is OK but a little clumsy

next to some rival adventure bikes

are vertically challenged like me. The
relative lightness also comes through
in the handling. For an Adventure
bike it’s controlled, light and nimble;
you’ll soon have the pegs scraping.
The switchable traction control is re-
assuring and the ABS brakes are OK, 
although they could be a bit more feisty.

The XRT comes with every extra 
you’ll even need. The new fog lights 
haven’t just added safety but have also 
enhanced the looks. Our bike had the 
official pannier set which was excel-
lent, and easy to fit and remove. The 
boxes feel very robust and have plenty 
of places to strap on extra luggage such 
as sleeping bags and a tent. The XRT 
is everything you’ll ever need from a 
middleweight adventure bike; capable, 
calm and collected. 
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The XCA is aimed at riders who

want some serious off-road

capability from their Tiger.

The top-of-the-range adventure

version comes with all the same

extras as the XRT: heated grips,

heated seat both for the rider

and pillion, fog lights, a third 12v

socket, tyre pressure sensors a

GPS bracket, aluminium radiator

guard and pannier rails. Again

there are three models to choose

from – the standard XC at £8999

XCX at £9999 and now the XCA at

£10,999.

The biggest difference with the

XC range is that they come with

21in front wheels and longer-

travel WP suspension with extra

adjustment. You also get engine

guards and heavy-duty bash plate,

again for off-road riding.

Off-road the XCA is more

than capable, and laughs at

dusty tracks with the road-legal

Bridgestone Battlewing rubber

keeping things shiny side up. Like

the XRT there’s a specific off road

riding mode which de-actives the

ABS from the rear, softens the

power delivery and makes the 

TC less intrusive allowing a few 

VERDICT
The XRT is the ultimate Tiger 

with even more extras so you can 

take on the world – or just ride to 

work. The basic Tiger 800 is an 

excellent bike but the new XRT 

is simply the tasty icing on a very 

lovely cake.

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Usability, stonking engine

■ Brakes aren’t the strongest

NEED TO KNOW

Alternator
Upgraded to 650W

Price
The standard model XR is £9499,

XRX is £9999 and the XRT is £10,499

Suspension
The XR comes with Show suspension

while the more off-road biased XC has

fully-adjustable WP items

TECH SPEC

 Price  £10,499

 Engine  800CC Liquid cooled,  

  12v inline triple

 Power  94bhp @ 9250bhp

 Torque 58.26ftlb

 Weight 216kg (kerb)

 Capacity 19 litres

 MPG 49mpg

 Seat height 810-830mm

 Chassis Tubular steel trellis

 On sale Now

 PCP £2454.50 deposit, 36 x 

£115 monthly payments, 9.9% APR

TRIUMPH TIGER XRT

slides. If you’re confident enough

you can turn off all the rider 

modes off entirely and have some 

real sideways fun. 

On the road the XCA’s chassis 

does compromise the handling 

and ride slightly. The steering 

is a little slower, isn’t as direct 

and doesn’t feel as planted at 

high speeds. There’s also more 

suspension travel, which is 

noticeable when braking hard. 

The bike is also a little taller (seat 

height is 840-860mm or 820-

840mm with an accessory low 

seat), which you might have to take 

into consideration. 

The difference on the road isn’t 

huge between the two models. I 

prefer the rugged looks of the XCA 

and I like knowing that I can take 

to the dirt when the mood takes 

me. It gives the bike that extra 

dimension without losing much 

on the road. However at close to 

£11,000 – or £11649 for our test 

model with panniers – it’s getting 

close to big adventure bike cash.

Triumph Tiger 800 XCA
‘I like knowing I can take to the 

dirt when the mood takes me’

Fun on the tarmac and 

a 21in front is good 

news on the dirt too
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‘The lusty, liquid-
cooled 1255cc
motor oozes deep
rivers of super
smooth torque’

W
e’re all looking towards
the past nowadays. From
retro music stations, to
hipster clothes and the
explosion of the classic
bike scene, ‘back then’

seems to hold more charm than the
here and now.

Modern life in the western world
isn’t exactly rubbish – it’s fast, shiny
and convenient, but maybe all we re-
ally want is the simple life? This might
explain why Suzuki has brought the
half-faired Bandit 1250S back into its
UK range, after dropping it in 2012.

Compared to the latest, greatest,
sports touring rivals, the Bandit (which
has had a new nose job since the last
time we saw it) now seems decidedly
low-tech. You won’t find electronic
riding modes, traction control, quick-
shifters or wheelie control here – just
two wheels, an engine and somewhere
to sit, and all for just £7299.

This piffling price tag makes it over
two-grand cheaper than its big-bore
inline four-cylinder rivals, like the
£9599 Honda CBF1000 and £9699
Kawasaki Z1000SX ABS. Only the
£7999 Fazer 8 comes close on price, but
of course the Yamaha is only an 800.

Granted, you can get a £6949 Yamaha
MT-09 for less and a £7499 Triumph
Street Triple for a little bit more, but
neither have the Suzuki’s steam-roller-
like grunt, solidity and comfort for
rider and pillion.

Time has softened the Bandit 1200.
When it first appeared in 1996 it was
the hooligan streetfighter, ridden
by mono-wheeling lunatics. But the
Bandit went all Radio 2 in 2007, when
Suzuki launched the warm and fuzzy,
Euro 3-friendly water-cooled 1250
version. And this is basically the bike
we have here, aside from that new
top fairing.

You get a lot of metal for your money
– a staggering 254kg of it. The 1250S
is a big, meat-and-potatoes muscle
bike and the exhaust can alone is
big enough to swallow-up a bingo
hall’s-worth of rolled up carpet.
It’s well-finished and although
it’s not brilliantly equipped, you
get ABS, a multi-function digital
dash, a handy centrestand and one
hell of an engine.

There’s decent wind and shower
protection around the knees and up-
per body, and although the mid-height
screen isn’t adjustable, buffeting is kept
to a minimum at motorway speeds.
The seat is comfy on long stints and
the neutral riding position is friendly
for tall and short riders alike.

Most modern ride-by-wire machines
would give their multi-bit ECUs to have
a throttle as smooth as the Bandit’s, not
to mention the grunt. The lusty, liquid-
cooled 1255cc motor oozes deep rivers

MICHAEL NEEVE
SENIOR ROAD TESTER
michael.neeves@motorcyclenews

Just like facial hair and the Rolling Stones, the big Bandit is making a comeback

Continued over

of smooth torque – the gravy to go with 
all that meat and potatoes. Once you’re 
underway you can snick up through the 
precise gearbox to sixth and there’s no 
need to change down until you’re back 
down to walking pace. 

The Suzuki purrs along at 70mph 
with just 3700rpm showing on the 
analogue tacho, which is precisely 
where the engine makes its peak 80ftlb 
of torque, so there’s load of grunt on tap 
for overtakes at the flick of the wrist.

Despite not having all-singing, fully 
adjustable suspension and weighing as 
much as the moon, the 1250S boasts 
decent handling and is surprisingly 
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WORLD FIRST TEST

‘You get two wheels, 
an engine and 
somewhere to 

sit for £7299’
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SUZUKI 
BANDIT 

1250S



The Bandit isn’t the only big 

Suzuki trading off the simplicity 

of some old-school cool. Here 

are two more big Suzis that 

might not be the last word in 

cutting edge, but they’re still 

top-notch, real-world sports 

bikes...

Suzuki GSX-R1000
£11,299
Adam Child, MCN Senior  

Road Tester

Away from the race track, tyre 

warmers and lap times, the 

GSX-R actually makes a lot of 

sense on the road. It has lots of 

usable torque and you don’t need 

to be bouncing off the rev limiter 

to have fun. There’s no traction 

control or electronic gizmos to 

get in your way, and do you really 

need launch control on your ride 

to work? It’s comfortable, will 

happily take a pillion, and the 

mirrors let you see behind you 

rather than unusual new angles 

of your elbow. It’s an everyday 

sportsbike you can use every 

day, and you don’t have to be an 

IT expert to get the most from. It 

might not be the fastest around 

the race track, but on the road it 

still has lots to offer.  

Suzuki GSX-S1000F
£9999
Emma Franklin, MCN 

Production Editor

A wise man once told me that 

Suzuki’s GSX-R1000 K5 engine 

represented a mechanical 

engineering zenith for inline four 

bike engines; a sweet-spot in 

time when motors were tuned 

for pure ride-ability rather 

than crazy peak power. Which 

probably explains why Suzuki 

have slotted a version of the K5 

lump into their new GSX-S1000F. 

With new cams for a bit more 

road-orientated mid-range and 

www.motorcyclenews.com
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The height of the seat can be 

adjusted up or down 20mm by 

removing, flipping over and re-

installing clever mounting spacers 

between the seat and the frame rails. 

The ample grab bar incorporates 

hooks on either side to make it 

easy to strap luggage across 

the seat for weekends 

away.

Sitting comfortably?

1

Suzuki’s Dual Throttle Valve 

(SDTV) digital closed-loop fuel 

injection gives superb throttle 

response, improved mileage and 

reduced emissions. Each 36mm 

throttle body contains a primary 

valve – controlled by the rider 

– and a secondary valve 

controlled by the bike’s 

ECU.

Smooth operator

2

Propelling the Bandit’s mass is 

a 1255cc liquid-cooled fuel-injected 

DOHC engine knocking out 97bhp and 

80ftlb. Inside there’s chrome-nitride 

coated piston rings, and Suzuki’s 

Composite Electrochemical 

Material-coated cylinder bores. 

A secondary balancer shaft 

keeps things smooth.

Power plant

4

One concession to the 21st 

century is the addition of ABS. 

The system monitors wheel speed, 

and matches stopping power to 

the available traction. This is a 

rudimentary system though, not 

the advanced cornering ABS 

seen on many new bikes.

The power  
to stop you

3

OLD-SCHOOL STILL COOL FOR SUZUKI

GSX-R1000 is the 

last of the real-

world sportsbikes



a top speed of around 150mph, 

the GSX-SF is a litre bike you 

can truly squeeze every inch 

of performance out of on the 

road. Although 10 years old, that 

engine can be easily exploited, 

especially as the GSX-SF’s 

chassis is so composed too. No, 

it doesn’t have 190bhp at the top 

end, but it does have enough mid 

range shunt to hoist the front 

wheel aloft and plaster a big grin 

on your face. Team that up with 

a set of flat bars, decent fairing 

and an all-day comfortable riding 

position, and who honestly needs 

anything more than that?

#MCNwednesday
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VERDICT
Suzuki are right to re-release

the Bandit 1250S. It’s a good,

honest, big-bore, do-anything,

go-anywhere and, above all,

affordable motorcycle. Plus it’s

much smoother and gruntier than

modern ride-by-wire bikes.

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Price, comfort, smooth engine,

ABS

■ Weight, hard OE tyres

TECH SPEC

Price £7299

Engine 1255cc (79 x 64mm),

16v inline four

Power (claimed) 97bhp @ 7500rpm

Power (claimed) 80ftlb @ 3700rpm

Weight 254kg (kerb)

Tank size/range 19 litres 217 miles

Seat height 805mm

Frame Tubular steel cradle

On sale Now

PCP £2228 deposit, 36

monthly payments:

£136.98, final: £4749

SUZUKI BANDIT 1250S

Clean, clear and unchanged for years, Bandit dash is simple but extremely effective

Bandit 1250 now has benefit of ABS

None of your fancy underslung cans here

Bandit’s nose is now a little perkier

The analogue tachometer on 

the left incorporates FI and ABS 

indicators, while the LCD panel on the 

right displays a digital speedometer 

and odometer, dual trip meters, 

clock, and a fuel gauge. Simple – 

but what more do you need?

Read all about it

5

Wrapping around the radiator 

sides and vented just below the 

headlight, the sculpted half-fairing 

design is the result of repeated wind-

tunnel testing. The design achieves 

better aerodynamics improving 

wind protection for both the 

rider and passenger.

New face
6

How cheap?

Costing £7299 it undercuts its big-bore sports 

touring rivals by a good few grand. 

Is it fun? 

It might be the sensible option nowadays, 

but the Bandit is still a powerful 1250cc 

motorcycle, so it’s fast, fun and involving. 

Accessories  

There are thousands of genuine Suzuki 

and aftermarket accessories to 

choose from. 

THE LONG VIEW

Comfy, grunty and 

a little bit naughty, 

that’s the GSX-SF

agile on the move. The steering is 
light, there’s ample ground clearance 
for fast road riding and it feels unflap-
pable at speed. 

Standard Dunlop D218 tyres work 
perfectly well, but fit a set of the latest-
generation sport-touring tyres and 
you’ll get an even plusher ride, more 
confidence in the bends and superior 
wet and dry grip. 

Over the past eight years, the  
Suzuki Bandit 1250 has gained a loyal 
following and given owners a lot of 
pleasure along the way. The motorcy-
clenews.com Bike Review section is full 
of glowing owner feedback: 

“Just got to 50,000-miles on my K9 
Bandit and everything is just fine,” 
says Brassmaster. “It’s been serviced 

regularly, had four sets of pads and 
three sets of Pirelli Angel GTs. It’s never 
broken down and is still as powerful 
as it was when new.”

“What a bike: it’s quick, comfort-
able, fun, handles really well and is 
great two-up,” says Supermouse. “It’s 
a real-world bike. The finish is quite 
good, but as with any bike you just 
need to keep an eye on it over winter. 
You won’t regret buying one.”

Ghansen chips in with: “It’s wonder-
ful – fast, quiet (yes some of us prefer 
a quiet bike), vibe-free and stable.” 
While GSFK9 says: “It rides like a 
dream. It’s smooth, comfortable and 
when you need power, the Bandit has 
plenty of it.”

So, there you have it: the Bandit 1250S 
is reliable, fun, practical and afford-
able. Little wonder Suzuki brought it 
back – proof that you can’t keep a good 
bike down.



Spring, 1981 New V-twin Hesketh V1000 launch

Lording it up on

a new Hesketh
In the late 1970s, when the British bike 

industry was on its deathbed, a high-

living, petrol-head aristocrat strode 

onto the scene like a knight in shining 

armour. Alexander Fermor-Hesketh, 

the third Baron Hesketh, had already 

proved himself by building the car 

that took James Hunt to victory in the 

1975 F1 Dutch GP. Would he be able 

to achieve the same success with his 

eight-valve V1000 V-twin? Sadly, no. 

The V1000 was cursed with a multitude

of faults and fewer than 150 were built 

before the company went bust.

John Mockett ‘I was working for 

Yamaha Europe, making prototypes 

and concept models with David Bean, 

their chief European tester. Then Beany 

EYEWITNESS Celebrating 60 years 

of amazing moments with MCN

THE EYEWITNESSES

John Mockett Designer 

for Hesketh, Yamaha 

and Triumph. Created 

the Sprocket cartoon

Michael Scott 

MotoGP journalist 

was one of the lucky 

ones invited to the 

V1000 launch
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started working with Hesketh as well. 

Yamaha encouraged me to get involved 

too and paid for some of my time there 

because they thought there should be 

another British motorcycle. The first 

prototype I saw didn’t need a side-

stand because the exhaust pipes held 

it up, so you just lent it on the pipe! That 

was the stage they’d got to – they didn’t 

have anyone in a senior role who knew 

anything about motorcycles.’

Michael Scott ‘Lord Hesketh had 

some track record, literally, with 

James Hunt, so I think there was a 

certain level of optimism. We all hoped 

it was going to be the Vincent reborn.’

John Mockett ‘I got on well with Lord 

Hesketh – I think it was an attraction 

of opposites. Then there was Bubbles 

Horsley, his F1 team manager, and Mick 

Broom, the engineer who grew up with 

1955-2015
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Mike Hailwood with 

Lord Hesketh at his 

Easton Neston 

stately pile
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the company. We were based in the

stable block. You’d go in one stable and

there’d be a McLaren, then there’d be a

Ligier in the next and a Williams in the

next. All these teams were competing

against each other in F1 but they all

had work done at Hesketh because he

had the best fabricators in the world.’

Michael Scott ‘The thing that was

wrong with British motorbikes at that

time was they were all antiquated.

Triumph ‘revolutionised’ the Bonneville

by putting an electric starter on it.

I only tested one and it was pretty

disappointing, but that was because it

was based on a design from the 1930s.

The Hesketh was a totally fresh design,

so it had every chance of being OK.’

John Mockett ‘You could find skilled

British fabricators to make beautiful

one-offs, but there was no production

knowledge. Hesketh got his chief

engineer from British Leyland, but even

he didn’t know anything about putting

things into production. The other thing

was the Weslake engine, designed by

Ron Valentine, who was getting on for

80. Hesketh chose a V-twin because

they thought the Ducati 900SS was the

best European bike around.’

Michael Scott ‘The launch was

Champagne and caviar. Hesketh

was very engaging. We all had a test

ride, and the bike was lovely, a bit

big and heavy, but it had this terrible

gear change. There was this terrible

undercurrent – the Hesketh people

would ask us what the bike was like

and we’d say it’s really nice but, er,

the gearbox is a bit clunky; it possibly

needs a little bit more work there. I

do remember my coverline from the

launch: To The Spanner Born.’

John Mockett ‘When we told the

engineers about the gearbox they said,

‘oh we’ll sort that out’. But the money

was running out. The people who said

they’d invest didn’t, so Hesketh was

forced to go into production before the

bike was fully developed.’

Michael Scott ‘The question we kept

asking ourselves was how had the test

riders not noticed the gearbox. Later

Hesketh built a fully faired version,

in metallic pink, which had a slightly

improved gear change. And that was

the end of it. Hesketh wasn’t far from

producing a great bike.’

John Mockett ‘Hesketh was a good

bloke. He’d come down at three in

the morning, say well done lads, and

crack open the Champagne. He was

a great believer in the meritocracy.

And in a way he began the movement

that developed into Triumph, because

people and experience from Hesketh

proved useful to Triumph as they

developed. The difference between

Hesketh and John Bloor was that John

was interested in the production side

– everything you made, you had to be

able to mass-produce.’

Billed as the return of the British bikes,

the V1000 was a handsome beast

Close but no cigar, the V1000 was held

back by reliability and gearbox woes

BIKE ADVENTURES
The Big Book o

FIND US in WH Smith, selected newsagents and Tesco
and at www.greatmagazines.co.uk/motorcycling

*free delivery with online orders.

ON SALE

NOW

132 SPECIAL  
PACKED WITH 
INSPIRATIONAL 

TWO-WHEEL 
ADVENTURES

This one-off special from the makers of 

Bike magazine will leave you wanting to 

hit the road. From the UK to Uzbekistan, 

Mongolia, Russia and home to Japan – 

Suzuki’s V-Strom tackles the biggest ever 

road test. Plus sleeping on beaches, riding 

a Grand Prix bike on the road, crossing the 

USA on a Ducati Panigale and more…
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‘I’m focused on 
this beautiful and 
intense season ’

MCN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

By Steve English

MOTOGP REPORTER

T
he hand scrapes through a 
sweaty tangle of hair.

A smile spreads, and 
his gaze sweeps across the 
adoring fans, team mem-
bers and surrounding pho-
tographers and reporters.

What is it people love so much about 
Valentino Rossi? Of course, with nine 
world titles, 111 GP race wins spanning 
20 years of top-flight racing, there’s 
the success. But it’s more than that.

The wacky celebrations may be gone 
for now, but there is still an exuber-
ance about Rossi. He still speaks far 
too quickly after a good race and leans 
into whoever he is talking to.

He has an energy and a love for mo-
torcycle racing that keeps him at the 

Valentino Rossi shares his innermost thoughts about what it 
takes to run at the front in MotoGP today and what he’ll do next

Continued over
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‘I also do a lot of
work in the gym

but I prefer to stay
on the bike’

VALENTINO ROSSI

‘Now physical 
training has 

become essential. 
Before it wasn’t; 

you could not 
train, go to sleep 
later, drink some 
beers and…win’

track, fending off hungry young rid-
ers nearly half his age. It’s a desire to 
race and to win that drives him, way 
beyond being able to stick a few quid 
in the bank. He races at 36 years of age 
because he simply doesn’t want to stop.

Just two years ago MCN sat down 
with the GOAT – Greatest of All Time 
– as he rejoined Yamaha after a dis-
astrous two years at Ducati. The 2013 
season never really panned out as the 
man and his many millions of admirers 
would have hoped. Just one win and 
far too few scuffles at the front all led 
to questions about whether the GOAT 
should be put out to pasture.

In a desperate bid to prolong his 
career and find those valuable extra 
tenths of a second, Rossi made some 

tough calls. He axed long-time crew 
chief and friend Jeremy Burgess as he 
refused to walk away from a sport he 
loves and that has shaped his life for 
20 years.

And now he stands on the brink of 
a tenth world title. 

With Marc Marquez and Jorge 
Lorenzo providing competition as 
tough as anyone has faced in the pre-
mier class of GP racing, the Italian 
takes time to reveal what drives him 
and what he cares about as he reaches 
the twilight of his glittering career.

As the modern machinery makes 
greater demands on the rider, a totally 
professional approach in every area is 
the bare minimum to even get on the 
MotoGP grid.

Rossi states: “After so many years 
of racing I can say that the rider has 
changed so much. Today, the riders 
are incredible athletes and physical 
training has become essential, as in 
football. Before it wasn’t; you could 
not train, go to sleep later, drink some 
beers and…win. 

“This is because the races have 

changed. Before, during the race there 
was a time when we are studying the 
other riders. Today you have to do 
record time on the first lap and hold 
an incredible pace during the race. 
So you have to train a lot to keep the 
rhythm, but you also have to be much 
more focused. 

“As for me I only I had to change a 
few things. On weekends when I’m 
not busy with MotoGP, we are at the 
ranch with the guys of the academy 
and a few friends. It is good training, 
but above all it’s fun. I also do a lot of 
work in the gym but I prefer to stay on 
the bike, always!”

It’s not all been plain sailing and two 
years with Ducati almost ended his ca-
reer. Rossi is not bitter, although admits 

Vale and former 

crew chief Burgess 

didn’t always see 

eye to eye

At no point in his 20-

year career has Rossi 

been fitter. Who says 

MotoGP is a young 

man’s game?
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‘I needed new
incentives but the
desire to race and
win… it never fails’

VALENTINO ROSSI

THE NUMBERS GAME
Rossi’s racked up a fair few records in his 

20-year career. Here’s the story so far…

Valentino Rossi
207

Giacomo Agostini
159

Angel Nieto
139

RIDERS WITH MOST 
PODIUM FINISHES

Dani Pedrosa 136
Jorge Lorenzo 130

Phil Read 121
Mike Hailwood 112

Max Biaggi 111
Loris Capirossi 99
Jim Redman 98
Mick Doohan 95

Rossi 20years&counting

Capirossi 17years49days

Nieto 16 years 8 days

Read 14 years 71 days

GP CAREERS
LONGEST

the decision pushed him almost to the 
limit: “The two years with Ducati was 
difficult, but my comeback to Yamaha 
is a great story. The two years with 
Ducati were hard, definitely. I chose 
to make some changes, I returned 
to Yamaha, I changed my chief and I 
gave myself time to understand some 
things. I needed new incentives but the 

desire to race and win… it never fails. 
This year in particular I’m enjoying so 
much. I feel fit, I feel really good. The 
Yamaha is competitive, strong, and I 
am doing good races. We are (joint) first 
in the championship and I just have to 
be happy about that.”

Win or lose the title this year, Rossi 
is refusing to think beyond 2015 – even 
though he has another year on his 
Yamaha contract. He added: “Will I run 
again? Really I do not know. Now I’m 
focused on this beautiful and intense 
season, then I think about the next!”

Rossi has worked tirelessly in recent 
years on his ranch and academy and 
runs a team in Moto3. It’s all aimed at 
nurturing young Italian riders.
Continued over

Speed, intellect and daring, Rossi demonstrated them all to Marquez on the last corner of the last lap at Assen this year 

Even after 111 of them, each win still feels as good as the first

Utterly at one with the M1, Rossi’s part man, part GP bikeThe man with the power to turn whole grandstands yellow

These are the tracks rossi has won 
more than three times. The tracks still 

left to visit in 2015 are in red.

Catalunya

9

Brno

7

Jerez

8

Sepang

6

Donington

7

Qatar

4

Welkom

3

Misano

3

Phillip Island

8

Estoril

5

Le Mans

3

Assen

8

Sachsenring

5

Suzuka

3

Mugello

9

Rio

6

STILL CHASING AGO
One of the few records Rossi has yet 
to beat is arguably the biggest. The 
record for the rider with the most 

GP victories across all classes is still 
held by Giacomo Agostini.

Phil Read 52
Dani Pedrosa 49
Marc Marquez 48
Jim Redman 45

Angel Nieto 90
Mike Hailwood 76

Jorge Lorenzo 59
Mick Doohan 54

122 111
Agostini Rossi
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He beams: “They are very strong!
I’m very happy for all of our riders. The
academy is a really very nice project,
because we are trying to help Italian
riders to run in the correct teams, to
try to help them in their path, and
among them there is also my brother
(Luca Marini) who runs in the Spanish
CEV Moto2 championship.

“I must say that all this is very excit-
ing because we train together, we go
to the gym, go running. It’s nice to be
with these kids. It helps a lot to have
a nice atmosphere when you’re home
and it also makes me feel younger.”

Rossi refuses to be drawn too much
on life beyond racing, but conceded
he will continue doing some kind of
sport and he’ll do the stuff he enjoys.

“I will have the time to do every-
thing. I love sports in general including
car rallying and I think I will still find
these things fun. I’ll try to do things
that I cannot do now because I don’t
have the time!”

Any spare time he gets now are spent
keeping his private life private. “I have
very good friends and I am very happy
spending time with them. When I am
not at the track, for me it is very im-
portant to be with my friends and have 
a good time with them.”

He’ll need all the support he can get
from Yamaha and his loved ones for the
rest of the season to keep two of the
greatest MotoGP racers at bay, and it’s
hard to see how he can step up again
next year if what he’s given this time
out proves not to be enough.

But if it’s not just the winning that
drives him, but the thrill of pushing
a 200bhp rocketship to the absolute
limit… then we may not have seen the 
last of the GOAT just yet!

‘This year in
particular I’m

enjoying so much.
I feel fit, I feel really
good. The Yamaha 

is competitive,
strong, and I am

doing good races’
Rossi and the

M1 have won four

world titles, will

2015 give them a fifth?

One of the biggest changes

for Rossi in recent years has

been how he has spent his time

away from the track. Gone are

the days of his youth where

between races he’d jet to Ibiza

with his mates – now he spends

his time doing little else than 

riding bikes.

This has been done in

conjunction with his day-to-

day involvement in promoting

and developing young riders.

While the Italian Federation has

brought the likes of Romano

Fenati to Grand Prix racing

Rossi takes them to the next

level with his VR46 Academy

and Moto3 team.

The draw of racing and riding

with Rossi is huge for any

young rider, and with so much

knowledge to impart the nine-

times champion gets a thrill

from helping these riders grow.

Rossi’s flat-track style

Ranch is a sight to behold, with

countless variations allowing

riders to test themselves

on different corner types to

develop their skills. For Rossi,

the ranch is about keeping

riders bike-fit, but doing so

in an environment where

everyone can have fun and 

learn to get the most from the

bike. In addition to this he has

been spending time testing

road bikes in Italy to offer him

something more physically

reminiscent of a GP bike.

“I train a lot with the R1 for

physical training instead of

going with motocross or flat-

track. We have a deal with

Misano especially for the young

guys of the academy and I

go with the R1 because it is a

fantastic bike. It’s very different

from the M1, the lines, the

braking, so is not comparable

but for me the physical

side, especially with the hot

conditions, is good training.”

Now Rossi
ranches out

‘I train a lot with

the R1 for physical

training instead of

going motocross’
VALENTINO ROSSI

Moto3 rider Romano Fenati is just

one of Rossi’s academy protégés

Everyone’s welcome at Rossi’s ranch, 

even his fiercest MotoGP rivals

Rossi’s ranch is the

place where his

tenth title will have

been formed
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IN COMPETITION
SOMETIMES THERE’S

NO COMPETITION. 

There’s winning – and then there’s winning

everything. And we just did at the 2015 Ulster

Grand Prix. Dunlop riders triumphed in every

race and took 20 out of 27 podium places. Talk 

about domination.

www.dunlopmotorcycle.co.uk
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Thrashing a classic missile against your heroes
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DAYS TO GO

CLASSIC IOM TT COUNTDOWN

0 9

Just like Micky D’s
This is one of the sister bikes to 

the machine Michael Dunlop rac-

es at the Formula 1 Classic TT. The 

other is ridden by Lee Johnston, 

and they’re all owned by Suzuki 

collector Steve Wheatman. 

GSX-R power
The original factory racer had

a 1000cc inline four motor, but

this is powered by a GSX-R1100

engine bored out to 1260cc.

A flowed head, flatslide carbs,

Racefit exhaust and Dynatek

ignition all add up to 155bhp at

the rear wheel.

MICHAEL NEEVE

michael.neeves@motorcyclenews.co

AT MONDELLO PARK

SENIOR ROAD TESTER

M
odern classics are rac-
ing’s new rock and roll. 
Capturing riders’ im-
aginations around the 
world, tracks are once 
again alive to the tribal 
roar of the superbikes 

we grew up with in the 70s, 80s and 90s. 
Whether it’s the glamorous Island 

Classic at Phillip Island in Australia, 
or grassroots modern classic superbike 
club racing, everything from OW01s and 
RC30s to ZX-7Rs and Z1000s are being 
dusted off, restored and race-prepped 
to do battle once again. Right at the top 
of the modern classic motorcycle lad-
der are the special ones: bikes that look 
like they’ve come from the past, but are 
actually better than new. 

These are the factory superbike rep-
licas, built to emulate the bikes our he-
roes once rode, but made using modern 
parts, materials and knowhow. Suzuki’s 
famous early-80s XR69 is one of the 
most popular facsimiles. It fits neatly 
into most modern classic racing cham-
pionships and the Team Heron Suzuki-
liveried bike you see here is one of the 
best. A classic racing factory missile.

It’s light, raw, eye-wateringly fast 
and free from electronic control. A 
155bhp, 1260cc GSX-R1100 motor in a 
beautiful Trident chassis, with modern 
suspension, brakes, wheels and tyres. 
Weighing just 175kg, it has a power-to-
weight ratio any of the latest road-going 
superbikes would be proud of. 

Belonging to Steve Wheatman, who 
has a mouth-watering collection of 
two- and four-stroke Suzuki race bikes, 
it’s the sister bike to the ones ridden 
in the Formula 1 Classic TT by Michael 
Dunlop and Lee Johnston.  Steve’s let 
us give it the ultimate test: to race it 
in a round of the new Irish Classic 
Superbike championship at Mondello, 
against the likes of Jeremy McWilliams, 
Ian Simpson, Ian Lougher, Sean Emmett 
and Nick Jefferies.

Riding these old beasts is a whole dif-
ferent ball game. Modern superbikes are 
wickedly quick, but they’re relatively 
easy to ride fast and don’t feel as quick 
as they perhaps should. They’re plush, 
smooth and so well-damped you feel 
remote from what’s really going on, 
especially when you’ve got electronics 
controlling the throttle, wheelspin, 
brakes, wheelies and the gearshift. 

This XR69 replica overloads you with 
information, starting with its noises. 
There’s the flutter of flatslide carbs at 
part throttle, and the mechanical ca-
cophony of that oil-cooled GSX-R1100 

motor. You feel every lump, bump and 
swing of the pistons through the chas-
sis, running through your hands, feet 
and bum. With no slipper clutch you 
have to relearn to blip on downshifts 
and not select the gear too soon, or else 
the Suzuki squirms into the corners. 

Once you’ve tuned yourself into the 
Suzuki’s angry energy and slightly 
lazy steering, it’s a blast. The XR69 ac-
celerates out of corners like a factory 
superbike should and wheelies in the 
first three gears. Race-spec Lockheed 
brakes pull you up with the best of them. 

Forget the modern ‘point and squirt’ 
riding style and instead keep momentum 
through the corners, letting the XR69 
dance over Mondello’s humps, lumps 
and bumps beneath you. 

With no electronics the rider has to 
manage everything, but it’s all the more 
fun for it. There’s so much feel through 
the XR69’s chassis it’s easy to sense what 
it’s doing, and it’s a doddle to control. 

If ever there was a bike to flatter its 
rider, it’s this. Over the race weekend I 
qualify 6th, then improve to finish 5th, 
4th and 3rd in the races. McWilliams (on 
a Harris-Yamaha) and Ian Simpson (on 
a beautiful OW01) do all the winning. 

The action is fast and close, but not 
brutal like it would be racing a desperate 
20-year-old on a slick-shod ZX-10R. 

And while you can spend £30,000 on 
an XR69 rep, you could spend a third as 
much and still be competitive.
Q�NEXT WEEK: Testing Rotary Nortons 
destined for Classic TT with William 
Dunlop on the White Charger. 

Emmett’s RG500 flew the flag for two-stroke GP machines Jeremy McWilliams took two wins and a second at Mondello

Neevesy (33) 

lines up with 

Sean Emmett (7)
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A chassis fit for
an art gallery

Tubular steel frame, aluminium

swingarm, fork outers and body-

work are manufactured by John

Sims of Silverstone-based Trident

Engineering. The bike weighs just

175kg wet – 20-30kg lighter than a

current road-going superbike.

Modern handling
Fork internals and monoshock

are from UK specialists Maxton.

The 17in Dymag wheels (the orig-

inal XR69 had 18s) are shod with

super-sticky Dunlop D212 GP Pro

supersport tyres. Front brakes

are twin-piston Lockheeds.

The ultimate race rep
Inspired by the factory Suzuki

XR69 raced in TT Formula One

championships around the world

by Graeme Crosby, Mick Grant, Rob

McElnea, Roger Marshall and Wes

Cooley. Yours, new, for the thick

end of £30,000.

MODERN 
CLASSIC 

BEAUTIES
Our favourite modern 

classics from Mondello:

This XR69 replica was once a road bike TT winner Nick Jefferies was among the top names riding Jezza shows there’s nothing retro about his Harris F1’s power

Suzuki XR69 replica
Born as a 1987 GSX-R1100 road

bike. Harris chassis, 1170cc

GSX-R1100 engine with 140bhp,

flatslides, Dymag wheels,

Brembo brakes and GSX-R750

(XR55) replica bodywork.

Nick Jefferies’

Suzuki 1985 RG500 Mk10
Ex-Simon-Buckmaster 500cc

GP bike, painted in classic HB

colours. Harris chassis with ’84

Sheene geometry. Weighs just

125kg, and makes 125bhp at

the rear wheel.

Sean Emmett’s 

Yamaha OW01
Rob Mac replica built by OW01

specialist Peter Day. 860cc big-

bore engine making 140bhp.

Öhlins suspension and Dymag

wheels. Allen bolts shaved and

washers drilled to save weight.

Mike Meskell’s 

Harris TT F1 replica
A 175bhp, 1250cc big-bore 

FJ1100 motor in a steel Harris 

frame. Brembo calipers, Dymag 

wheels, Dunlop Moto2 slicks 

and Öhlins suspension. Clocked 

at 175mph at Phillip Island.

Jeremy McWillliams’
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MCN looks back at the Panigale family tree to uncover how Ducati
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DUCATI SUPERBIKE SPECIAL

Dan Lovis and his Ducati 1098S 

(2006-2011)

Dan has fitted a race ECU, Termignoni exhaust 

and race air filter in an effort to give his 1098S 

a smoother, fuller, mid-range and undo the 

stranglehold that a catalytic converter has on 

the V-twin’s breathing. Dan bought the 1098S 

after falling for the sound and feel.

Adam Loewy and his Ducati 1198S 

(2008-2011)

Adam has changed the gearing on his 1198S 

with a one-tooth smaller front sprocket and 

fitted a 2004 YZF-R1 throttle grip as it has a 

quicker action than the Ducati item. A set of 

Termi pipes make it sound better while rear-

sets stop his feet sliding off the OE pegs.
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has turned its once wayward V-twin into the superbike to beat

The mission
With even more power and less 

weight than its predecessors, the 

Ducati 1299 Panigale S should 

have been out of the reach of all 

but the most talented of riders. Yet, 

it is the most refined and rideable 

Ducati superbike to date. MCN 

gathered together some Ducati 

owners to find out what makes the 

1299 Panigale S so spectacular.

GUEST ROADTESTER

T
he 1299 Panigale S is a bike 
that defies logic, not to men-
tion physics. When you 
take an already extremely 
powerful, and often a little 
wayward, superbike the last 

thing you do to calm it down is give it 
even more power. That’s like injecting 
an already upset lion with steroids. 

But this is exactly what Ducati has 
done this year with the Panigale, and 

in doing so created its easiest going 
superbikes to date. How on earth 

have the Italian firm achieved 
this feat? MCN decided to gather 
together the latest generations 

of Ducati superbikes, and their 
owners, to see if they can shed any 
light on this question.

IN BREED

Continued over

Gary Curtis and his Ducati 1199 

Panigale S Tricolore (2012)

Gary has owned the Panigale for two years 

and upgraded from a 999S and before that a 

916, making him something of a Ducati con-

noisseur. With Termignoni pipes and an up-

graded ECU, his Panigale breathes better than 

standard as well as looking sharper thanks to 

a tail tidy and a few Ducati accessory parts. 

2015 Ducati 1299 Panigale S

MCN’s long-term test 1299 Panigale S is as it 

left the showroom – although with traction 

control, angle sensitive ABS, wheelie control 

and variable engine braking, not to mention 

semi-active suspension and an up and down 

quickshifter, that’s a very high standard spec.
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The 1098 is a far more significant bike
for the Bologna firm than most people
give it credit for. It was the first truly
good looking machine after the 999
debacle, but more than that, this bike
took Ducati to a new place. It embraced
the Evoluzione engine and a whole new
philosophy.

The 1099cc V-twin at the heart of
the 1098 was designed to be the pow-
erhouse of a new generation of Bologna
V-twins as the Desmoquattro motor
was on its last legs. Considering it had
been the firm’s premier motor since the
851 in 1988, the Desmoquattro had a
damn good run, but with the Japanese
litre bikes upping their game, Ducati
needed to catch up – needing more
power and a radical rethink when it
came to handling.

The phrase ‘long and lazy’ is so of-
ten used to describe pre-1098 Ducati
models, but the 1098 was the first of the

firm’s ‘Japanese handling’ bikes. While
retaining its identity-confirming steel
trellis frame, Ducati recognised that
it needed to inject the same feeling of
agility into the 1098 that the rival inline
fours had. The results were, and still

remain, incredibly impressive.
Returning to a 1098 is like catching

up with an old friend. I’m a sucker for
the whole 916 silhouette, but far from
just looking pretty, the 1098 works
beautifully and feels instantly famil-

Unlike the stock 1098, the S boasts full Öhlins and lightweight Marchesini wheels

CHILD OF THE REVOLUTION 1098S
New engine, sharper handling, classic looks – Ducati takes a giant leap

iar. And it is these two traits that make 
it such a standout model and a major 
advance from the 999.

The 1098’s riding position is open 
and spacious rather than cramped, al-
lowing you to move about on the bike 
and position yourself for bends with 

ease, but it is the way the whole 
machine feels connected that will 
make you beam.

There is no effort when it comes 
to braking and turning into a cor-
ner, you just release the pressure on 
the strong but not grabby Brembo 

‘The 1098 works 
beautifully and 
feels instantly 

familiar’
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I’ve never really got on with the 1198
and I was interested in owner Adam’s
thoughts on the bike. For me, the 1198
is too much of a good thing. Too instant
in its drive and too aggressive when
the torque kicks in, which ruins the
natural balance of the 1098 and makes
for an unpleasant ride. “Yeah, the
1198S can be a bit aggressive at low
speed,” Adam admits, “In town it’s
quite hard work and that’s why I al-
tered the gearing. But it’s a great bike
to ride once you get over the initial
throttle opening…” And he’s right.

On track, the 1198 has all the fluid-
ity of the 1098, but with an absolute
mountain of torque to help it drive out
of bends. After just a few laps I was
feeling a pang of guilt about how harsh
I’ve been on this bike over the years
as it’s beautiful to ride on a flowing
circuit. As long as you aren’t trying to
be overly gentle on the throttle, the
1198 responds with all the balance of
the 1098 and a delightful extra kick of
midrange power that makes it really
easy to ride flowingly. And even some
electronic assists.

I was on the original launch of the
1098R homologation special and I
remember just how revolutionary
Ducati’s traction control system felt.
That was in 2008 and things have

Same gorgeous 916-esque silhouette as the 1098 but stacks more midrange

This bike was born for

the track. Owner Adam’s

gearing changes make it

better on the road too

A STEP TOO FAR 1198S
Get ready to climb a mountain of torque

‘Beautiful on track
but still a bit of a pain

in the arse on
the road’

2007-2008 DUCATI 1098S

USED PRICE: FROM £7000 

(1098 FROM £6000)

Engine: 1099cc (104mm x 64.7mm), liquid-

cooled, dohc, 8v desmo V-twin. Six gears. 

Fuel injection

Electronic rider aids: None

Power: 160bhp @ 9750rpm

Torque: 90.4ftlb @ 8000rpm

Chassis: Tubular steel trellis,

single-sided swingarm

Front suspension: 43mm usd Öhlins forks,

fully-adjustable

Rear suspension: Öhlins monoshock,

fully-adjustable

Rake/trail: 24.5 degrees/97mm

Dry weight 171kg

Front brake: 2 x 330mm discs with four-

piston Brembo radial calipers.

Rear brake: 245mm disc with

two-piston caliper.

Tyres: (f)120/70 x17 (r) 190/55 x 17

Fuel capacity: 15.5 litres

Seat height: 840mm

TECH SPEC

2009-2011 DUCATI 1198S

USED PRICE: FROM £9250 (1198

FROM £8000)

Engine: 1198cc (106mm x 64.9mm), liquid

cooled, dohc, 8v desmo V-twin. Six gears.

Fuel injection

Electronic rider aids: Traction control

Power: 170bhp @ 9750rpm

Torque: 97ftlb @ 8000rpm

Chassis: Tubular steel trellis,

single-sided swingarm

Front suspension: 43mm usd Öhlins forks,

fully-adjustable

Rear suspension: Öhlins monoshock,

fully-adjustable

Rake/trail: 24.5 degrees/97mm

Dry weight: 169kg

Front brake: 2 x 330mm discs with four-

piston Brembo radial calipers.

Rear brake: 245mm disc with

two-piston caliper.

Tyres: (f)120/70 x17 (r) 190/55 x 17

Fuel capacity: 15.5 litres

Seat height: 840mm

TECH SPEC

take on the traction control system and
when you ride the 1198 I see his point.

It’s the last of the analogue Ducati
superbikes and it’s such a beautifully
balanced overall package. Well, on the
track it is, on the road it can still be a
pain in the arse. So, what did Ducati
learn from the 1198? Midrange is good,
but you can give riders too much in-
stant grunt and, most importantly,
electronic assists aren’t the devil’s
work. Riders of superbikes embrace
new technology if it will help them
go faster, even if that means breaking
from years of tradition.

Big torque plus new traction control

Owner Adam has fitted booming Termis

calipers and then roll towards the 
apex. Previous Ducatis models have 
always responded better to being 
ridden in a flowing fashion, but the 
1098 takes this to another level by 
adding a quicker turn-in as well as 
a whole heap more drive.

With a claimed 160bhp on tap, it 
would have been so easy for Ducati 
to give the 1098 an on/off switch 
throttle. But, thanks to years of 
knowledge on how to best inject 
V-twins, the 1098’s throttle is super-
smooth (helped by owner Dan’s ECU 
and exhaust modifications) and this 
makes it feel beautiful driving away 
from an apex. Power with control is 
always the holy grail and in the 1098, 
Ducati got it bang on. So, what did 
Ducati learn from the 1098? 

Lazy-handling is a thing of the 
past, what riders want is agility 
combined with a feeling of control 
as well as a traditional stonking 
V-twin engine. Although on the 
next generation, Ducati pushed the 
boat out too far.

moved on quite considerably. “I turn 
the electronics down really low, I like 
to feel that it is me making the bike go 
faster, not the computers,” is Adam’s 
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The 1299 Panigale S is a culmination of
all Ducati’s superbike experience. The 
same M50 Brembo calipers as the 1199’s 
bite with real aggression but the refined 
chassis turns sweetly into bends just
like the 1198 and holds a beautiful line 
mid-corner with no hint of protest. 

Hit the apex and the initial throttle 
pick-up is 1098 silky smooth with a
lovely soft initial power input before
a thrust of 1198-style mid-range drive 
chimes in with a turbine-smooth build 
up of power. Any hint of a wheelie is
brought under control automatically
and all you need to do is hang on, flick 
up the gears as the quickshifter re-
moves the need to touch the clutch or 
back off the power, and then revel in
the spirited little kick in power at the 
very top of the rev range. 

Hit a bump mid-corner and where
the 1199’s suspension would protest,
setting the chassis into a wobble, the
semi-active units smooth out the
imperfections and allows the tyres’
feedback an uninterrupted path of

Riding a 1199 Panigale S after a 1198S
you would never believe the same com-
pany makes them as they are chalk and 
cheese. One is a laid back V-twin which 
rewards flowing lines, the other is an 
aggressive little bastard who needs to 
be taken by the collar and shown the 
right path.

“The Panigale has a spirit and feels 
alive, it has the thrill factor,” is owner 
Gary’s assessment. “It has the character 
and spirit of a fighter, which I really 
like.” There is no denying the original 
Panigale is a stunning bike, but by the 
same token it is an awkward machine to
live with – both on the road and track.

Even pulling out of Rockingham’s
pit lane the Panigale feels alien after
the reassuring 1098 and 1198. The rid-
ing position feels tall and as if you are
perched on top of the bike, while the
engine is really aggressive and instant
in its response. However, that is noth-
ing compared to the brakes.

Approaching the first corner and
a gentle stroke of the front lever feels
like I’ve shoved a stick through the
front wheel. Compared to the lovely
and progressive Brembo monoblocs
on the older bikes, the new Brembo
M50 calipers are shockingly fierce.
Then, expecting to gently turn to-
wards the apex, I’m startled to find I
have to really pull the Panigale down
towards the apex and hold it there be-
fore wrenching it upright and opening
the gas. Once under power, the drive
is another surprise as it’s anything but
1198 midrange smooth, instead it’s
slightly hesitant before building up
into a ferocious rush that is enough to
make the chassis become a little agi-

communication back to your brain.
It’s all very impressive, however what
every one of the owners, and myself,
were so impressed about was the fact
that as stunning as the 1299 is, it still felt
very much a Ducati at heart and not just
another muted electronic sportsbike.

“Owning a Ducati isn’t always a ra-
tional decision, but they do something

tated. I’m used to relaxed and flowing
riding when on a Ducati, but this bike is
anything but chilled-out. The Panigale
feels like a thoroughbred race bike that
demands to be ridden as such. It’s not
happy at being ridden at a fraction of
its potential, and neither am I.

Upping the pace seems to pacify
the Panigale slightly and as soon as

to you,” Adam sums up. “When I had a
BMW S1000RR it was incredibly good,
but it didn’t have that special something
and that made it feel sterile. The 1299
Panigale S with its clever electronics
and smooth engine manages to give
riders of any ability access to incredible
levels of power and performance, but it
still retains that special Ducati feeling.”

you start to push the mono-
coque chassis seems to relax and
divulge a bit more in terms of
feedback. But such is its on/off
nature I’m finding the suspen-
sion is beginning to also protest on
Rockingham’s bumps, kicking and
lacking the plush feel of the 1198’s
Öhlins. It may be the same kit, but the
wild nature of the Panigale’s chassis
isn’t allowing it to do its magic and its
new electronic response is only lim-
ited to fixed damping rates. The 1199
is bristling with new technology, it’s
just that it is in its very infancy and
isn’t yet totally able to deal with the
sheer brutality of the Ducati’s power.

Rawness is the overriding feeling you
get when you ride the 1199 Panigale.

It’s a rough diamond, a race bike
with lights, and one that Ducati learnt
they needed to harness and control in
order to make it appeal to the masses.

A NEW ERA 1199 PANIGALE S
The first monocoque Ducati sportsbike changes the rules

LESSON LEARNT 1299 PANIGALE S
The most technologically advanced Ducati sportsbike ever arrives

‘Owning a Ducati 
isn’t a rational  

decision, they do 
something to you’

The Ducati that dared to be different as a monocoque replaced the trellis frame

Pani-what? It’s Ducati’s home region

Ducati’s most refined superbike combines the finest attributes of its predecessors

2015 DUCATI 1299 PANIGALE S

£20,795 (PANIGALE £16,695)

Engine: 1285cc (116mm x 60.8mm), liquid 

cooled, dohc, 8v desmo V-twin. Six gears. Fuel 

injection.

Electronic rider aids: Traction control, 

engine brake control, up and down quick 

shifter, semi-active suspension, angle-

sensitive ABS. Three riding modes.

Power: 205bhp @ 10,500rpm

Torque: 106.71ftlb @ 8750rpm

Chassis: Aluminium monocoque frame,  

single-sided swingarm

Front suspension: 43mm usd Öhlins forks, 

fully-adjustable, semi-active

Rear suspension: Öhlins monoshock,  

fully-adjustable, semi-active

Rake/trail: 24 degrees/96mm

Dry weight: 166kg

Front brake: 2 x 330mm discs with  

four-piston Brembo M50 radial calipers,  

angle-sensitive ABS

Rear brake: 245mm disc with two-piston 

caliper. angle-sensitive ABS

Tyres: (f)120/70 x17 (r) 200/55 x 17

Fuel capacity: 17 litres

Seat height: 830mm

TECH SPEC
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Want to feel like a hero 

on track? This is the 

machine for you

OWNERS’ VIEWS ON THE 1299 PANIGALE S

THE LAST WORD

Ducati shouldn’t have been able 

to cram 205bhp into a bike that 

weighs 166kg and yet still make 

it feel completely accessible. 

That’s not possible. The 1299 

should be a complete animal 

to ride. It should scare you 

senseless at every opportunity 

and should only be able to be 

tamed by a brave few. But, 

thanks to incredible electronics, 

not to mention learning from its 

mistakes in the past, Ducati have 

built a relative pussycat and 

that’s why it is the firm’s most 

accomplished superbike to date. 

Without having to fight a vicious 

power delivery or wayward 

handling, riders can exploit the 

full depth of Ducati’s racing 

knowledge that has gone into 

making this bike so outstanding. 

It’s the first Ducati to take on, and 

beat, the Japanese inline-four 

litre bikes in direct comparison 

tests. What a machine.

Adam Loewy,

Ducati 1198S

owner

“I felt really

confident in the

corners and I could feel myself

being encouraged by the 1299

to go even faster. My bike is

analogue in its feelings and the

more you put in the more you get

out. The 1299, in contrast, feels

like it is the computers that are

making you go faster. I didn’t like

this feeling at all on the BMW

S1000RR but the 1299 manages

to keeps its Ducati character.”

Tim Thompson,

1299 Panigale S

“I’ve fallen for 

the 1299 S and 

grudgingly accept 

part of its brilliance is the way 

its mad, clattering V-twin and 

suspension are moderated 

and managed for me by gyros 

and sensors and a very smart 

ECU. The Panigale’s clutchless, 

throttle-pinned upshift is 

stunning. The downshift/

autoblipper, however, is too 

distracting.”

Dan Lovis, Ducati

1098S owner

“I can’t get

over the power

delivery, it is so

smooth and linear and actually

made 200bhp feel docile.

Compared to the 1299 my 1098

feels like it runs out of grunt.

The autoshift system is brilliant,

totally seamless, and so are the

electronics. I think my 1098S

turns a little quicker, but once

you get used to the feeling of the

1299’s larger rear tyre it is very

sure-footed.”

Gary Curtis,

1199 Panigale S 

Tricolore owner

“You can 

definitely get 

away with more than on my bike. 

It’s nowhere near as punchy 

or direct as my Panigale and 

introduced a far wider margin 

for error. The semi-active 

suspension is smoother and 

this, combined with the angle-

sensitive ABS, meant I was 

happy to correct my position or 

speed mid-corner.”

‘1299 encouraged 
me to go even faster’

‘The throttle-pinned 
upshift is stunning’

‘I can’t get over the 
power delivery’

‘Happy to correct my 
position mid-corner’

2012-2014 DUCATI 1199 PANIGALE 

S TRICOLORE USED PRICE: 

FROM £13,000 (PANIGALE FROM 

£11,000)

Engine: 1198cc (112mm x 60.8mm), l/c, dohc, 

8v desmo V-twin. Six gears. Fuel injection.

Electronic rider aids: Traction control, 

engine brake control, quick shifter, electronic 

suspension, ABS. Three riding modes.

Power: 195bhp @ 10,750rpm

Torque: 98.1ftlb @ 9000rpm

Chassis: Aluminium monocoque frame, 

single sided swingarm

Front suspension: 50mm usd Öhlins forks, 

fully-adjustable

Rear suspension: Öhlins monoshock, fully-

adjustable

Rake/trail: 24.5-degrees/100mm

Wet weight: 188kg

Front brake: 2 x 330mm discs with four-

piston Brembo M50 radial calipers, ABS.

Rear brake: 245mm disc with two-piston 

caliper. ABS

Tyres:  (f) 120/70 x17 (r) 200/55 x 17

Fuel capacity: 17 litres

Seat height: 824mm

TECH SPEC

It’s like a race bike 

with lights and 

every bit as fierce 

as you’d expect
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THE GREAT 

BRITISH 

RIDE GUIDE
 The heather-covered valleys and snow-capped 

mountains of Scotland and Wales welcome you... 

BRILLIANT ROADS SPECIAL PART 4

I
f you’ve already discovered the
amazing riding of the West Coast
of Scotland, you don’t need me
to wax lyrical about the flowing

roads, the lack of traffic, the majestic 
scenery. But if you’ve been putting it
off now’s the time to set things right.
You need to go to Scotland. You need
to ride these roads. 

Of course, you have to ride some
sublime roads just to get to there. The 
A82 through the giant-sized landscape 
of Glen Coe is only the start of the ad-
venture. The A87 from Invergarry twists 
and turns through forests, over moors, 
along the shores of lochs and through 
gorges all the way to Skye. But it’s just
the aperitif before the real feast.

Skye’s the limit
The Skye Bridge carries the A87
smoothly onto Scotland’s most moun-

SKYE HIGH
The West Coast of Scotland doesn’t just have some of the

best riding in Britain — it has some of the best in Europe

Why go: Million-dollar views and real wilderness Time required: 2-5 days

YEE-HAA RATING

tainous island – and carries the rid-
er into another world. Civilisation 
has carved a few footholds, but as 
Broadford recedes in your mirrors 
and the Cullin hills rise on the left, 
you know you’re in a wild and un-
tamed place.

From the Skye Bridge to the northern 
tip of the island is 60 miles, cutting 
through the other-worldly landscape 
of the Storr on the north-east coast. 
Looping back south through Uig, swing 
right to Dunvegan Castle, and perhaps 
take another detour to see the Talisker 
distillery in Carboost too. 

But if you want the distilled essence 
of Skye, it doesn’t come in a bottle. It
comes as you return to Broadford. Just
before the petrol station is a right-turn,
signed for Elgol. This 15-mile roll-
ercoaster of narrow, tight turns and
mind-blowing landscape is as potent

as a short measure of 21-year-old sin-
gle malt – a real road for connoisseurs 
to savour.

Applecross and beyond
Skye may be the jewel in the West 
Coast’s crown, but the whole setting 
is priceless. The nearby Applecross 
peninsula is home to one of Britain’s 
most famous biking roads – the Pass 
of the Cattle. It’s perfect adventure-
bike territory: narrow, a bit rough, 
steep and studded with hairpins and 
amazing views. 

After dropping down to Applecross 
village for a bite to eat (excellent pub or 
a fish-and-chip van on the sea front, 
with a credit-card operated petrol 
pump nearby) you can either ride the 
pass in the other direction or take the 
spectacular but narrow coast road 
around the peninsula. 

Every road up here is spectacular. 
Some are narrow and demanding while 
others, like the road from Kinlochewe 
to Achnasheen, are as wide and sweep-
ing as Donington Park’s Craner Curves. 
And everywhere you look, you get a 
breathtaking view – all for the price 
of a tank of petrol. So don’t make any 
more excuses: you owe it to yourself 
to ride these roads.

When to go: Any time, but July to 

September will have better weather.

Where to stay: Portree on Skye, 

but for better value stay in Kyle of 

Lochalsh, Strathcarron or Plockton 

on the mainland. 

How long: 2-3 days (3-5 days if you’re 

starting off anywhere south of 

Leeds). 

Must-ride roads: A87 Invergarry 

to Uig, B8083 Broadford to Uig, 

Bealach Na Ba (Pass of the Cattle) to 

Applecross.

Best sightseeing stops: Eilean Donan 

Castle (Dornie, A87), Dunvegan 

Castle (Dunvegan, Skye, A850/

A863), Talkiser distillery (Carboost, 

Skye, B8009).

Go wild on the West Coast

A WEEK AWAY

Continued over
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SCOTLAND AND WALES

Leave civilisation fading in 

your mirrors and seek out wil-

derness in the wilds of Skye

BORDER APPEAL

When to go: April to October.

Where to stay: Moffat or Newton 

Stewart.

How long: 2-3 days.  

Must-ride roads: A708 Moffat to 

Selkirk, A701 Moffat to Leadburn, 

A707 Elvanfoot to Thornhill, 

B797 Elvanfoot to Mennock, A712 

Crocketford to Newtown Stewart, 

A713 Castle Douglas to Ayr.

Brilliant Borders

LONG WEEKEND

T
here was a time when I thought 
Scotland began on the far side
of Glasgow – that everything
south of Loch Lomond was cit-

ies and suburbs and dullness. I was
shocked when I discovered how wrong 
I was. Some of the best riding north
of the border is actually right next to
the border.

I’ve taken to using the Buccleuch
Arms Hotel in Moffat as a kind of second 
home – it’s supremely bike-friendly,
with individual garages for bikes and 
free-to-use cleaning kit for guests. And 
it’s surrounded by amazing roads. Some 
riders favour the roads heading north, 
which are great – the A701 or A708 past 
St Mary’s Loch are both brilliant – but 
for my money the best riding is heading 

You don’t have to hit the Highlands for outstanding riding. 

Scotland’s biking country is easy to reach

Why go: You’ll fi nd every type of road right here Time required: 2-3 days

YEE-HAA RATING

west, through Dumfries and Galloway.
Whatever kind of road you want, 

you’ll find it here. If you want pseudo-
Alpine passes, you need look no further 
than the Dalveen pass (the A702) or the 
Mennock Pass (the B797), which passes 
through Leadhills, Scotland’s highest 
village. If you want open curls of tar-
mac rolling across gentle hills there’s 
the A712 Queen’s Highway, and the 
sublime A713. And if you want to put 
your adventure bike along single-track 
roads through a howling wilderness, 
the forestry roads between Glentrool 
and Straiton take some beating.

With miles of decent and very twisty 
tarmac, huge scenery and so little 
traffic, the Southern Uplands are one 
of Scotland’s best secrets.

Why go to the 

Alps when you 

can ride hairpins 

in the Borders?

Dalveen

Pass

Mennock

Pass

SELKIRK

ABINGTON

DUMFRIES

MOFFAT
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ISLANDHOPPING
Cross a bridge or take a ferry

Y
ou can start in the north. You can
start in the south. You can start
in the middle, if you like. You can
ride it in any direction. You can

ride part of it… but really you should
ride all of it. And once you have, there’s
only one conclusion you can reach: the
A483 really is an amazing biking road.

Is it really the best road in Wales?
After all, from Anglesey to the Vale
of Glamorgan, the country is stuffed
with great roads. The thing is, you’d
have to ride half-a-dozen of your other
favourite Welsh roads to tackle as many
corners as you get on the A483 between
Newtown and Llandovery. And these
aren’t gentle curves: we’re talking about
proper corners. Nobody was messing
about when they built this road. 

I prefer to start in Newtown. From
the moment you leave the town’s 30
limit, the road starts throwing corners
at you like a boxer throwing jabs. Duck
left, duck right, look for an opening…
the straights are short on the northern
stretch of the road, so agility is king.

South of the Crossgates café, things
open up slightly and then, past Builth
Wells, the A483 really flexes its mus-
cles. The hills are steeper, often with
blind crests, the straights are longer
and end in corners that are tighter. It’s
a real challenge.

After nearly 60 miles, you can finally
relax on the mile-long straight into
Llandovery. But not for long: you’ll want
to turn round and ride the A483 again, 
in the other direction this time.

THE BEST ROAD 
IN WALES

Hundreds of candidates, only one winner...

Why go: 60 miles of twisting, two-wheel perfection Time required: 1 day

YEE-HAA RATING

S
ome roads look oddly familiar
when you visit them for the first
time – almost as though you’ve
seen them before. The A4069

between Brynamman and Llandovery
is one of them. But the Black Mountain
road has been photographed so many
times – both for bike magazines and for
Top Gear – that it’s a tarmac celebrity.
Of course, so many bikes and cars are
tested here because it’s a brilliant road.

This corner of South Wales has loads
of brilliant roads. Better still, there’s
one to suit every kind of bike – from
the immaculately-surfaced, swoop-
ing A4067 between Sennybridge and
Abercraf to the bumpier, more demand-

ing backroads that cross the moors
between Trecastle and Llanddeusant,
in the shadows of Pen y Fan.

If you’re on a big adventure bike, it’s
these smaller roads that really stand out.
Oh, I still enjoyed the broad swoop of
the B4560 as I headed to Brecon from
the Heads of the Valleys, but the KTM
1190 Adventure R really comes into its
own on the smaller roads.

Adventure territory
From Brecon I head north on the B4520.
It’s a decent road, but feels narrow –
hemmed in by high hedges, jinking left
and right like a rabbit fleeing from one
of the red kites that circle overhead.

GO HERE

DON’T GO HERE

1 THE ISLE OF MAN: From

the Mountain to Ramsey

Hairpin… need we say more?

Just remember you’re not a

TT racer.

2 SKYE: Huge mountains,

beautiful beaches, quiet

roads. Take midge repellent.

3 LINDESFARNE: More for

the ride there, across the

causeway: memorable and 

beautiful.

1 THE ISLE OF WIGHT: Never

mind the painted kerbs, this is 

granny central.

3 JERSEY: Why all the

supercars and superbikes?

It’s not even 10 miles long and 

has a 40mph limit.

2 ANGLESEY: Race track:

Awesome. Local roads: not 

so good.

When to go: April to October.

Where to stay: Newtown, Builth Wells 

or Llandovery.

How long: 1 day.

Must-ride roads: A483, Newtown to

Llandovery; A44 Radnor to Rhayader; 

A481 Builth Wells to Llanfihangle 

Nant Melan, B4358 Beulah to 

Newbridge on Wye.

Wales’ finest

BOOK A DAY OFF

No gentle turns

here, the A483

is 60 miles of

proper corners

Big adventure

bikes come into

their own on

Brecon’s roads

BRECON CALL
Some of Wales’ best roads thread their way through the

Brecon Beacons — and the very best are also the quietest

Why go: Packed full of great riding, on-road and off Time required: 1-3 days

YEE-HAA RATING

Peeling left at Upper Chapel, I take
the B4519 over the Garth viewpoint
and then I’m down into the woods
and the wilds.

From Llangmarch Wells to Tirabad,
the road is single-track narrow and
twisty – the KTM gobbles it up greed-
ily. I check the flagpoles: no red flag
so I can ride the military road down to
Llywel. This is spectacular – it seems
unfair that it’s closed when the army
is on manoeuvres.

Meeting the A40, I turn right to
Llandovery, pausing for a tea at the West
End Café before heading out along the
A483. I don’t go far, though: soon I’m
turning onto a gravel forestry road,
out into the hills, heading to the Llyn
Brianne reservoir. I’m no off-road hero
so this is challenging stuff for me and
I’m relieved when the tarmac resumes.

Round the lake and back down to
Llandovery, it’s been a thrilling day.
There’s so much great riding here,
whatever your bike. Even the bigger,
more famous roads are brilliant – but
it’s the ones you don’t recognise that
turn every ride into an adventure. 

When to go: Good all year

round, but driest and sunniest 

from July to September.

Where to stay: Brecon or 

Llandovery.

How long: 1-3 days.

Must-ride roads: A4069

Brynamman to Llandovery, 

A40 Llandovery to Brecon,

A4067 Sennybridge to Abercraf,

B4560 Ebbw Vale to Bwlch,

B4520 Brecon to Builth Wells.

Best sightseeing stops: Careg

Cennen Castle (Trap, near

the A483), Brecon Mountain

Railway (Pant, near the A465).

Be seduced by South Wales 

QUICK BLAST

SCOTLAND AND WALES

LLANDOVERY

NEWTOWN

BUILTH WELLS

BRECON

A483

GARNLYDAN

LL

BUILTH WELLSForestry road
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Stelvio can
catch you out
Yes it's one of the greatest roads on 
Earth, but don't go at weekends

LETTER OF THE WEEK The hills are alive with

the sound of... well

scrunching plastic if you

get it wrong on the Stelvio

Russ Quinlan

and his wife,

shortly before 

disaster...

Russ Quinlan, email

I read your article about the wonderful Stelvio

but I have a word of warning: DON’T GO AT THE

WEEKEND! We took the Crossrunner one Sunday

and half of Italy had turned out on pushbikes. It was 

so busy I dropped the bike on one of the hairpins.

On every corner there are ‘spectators’ waiting for a

numpty to fall off, this time it was my turn, but they

all rush on to help get the bike upright and get you

going again, like a pit crew! Judging by the amount

of smashed indicators on most corners it’s a regular

event. We got to the top but later that night found

my wife had cracked a bone in her elbow which 

happened when she fell off the back. 

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit

MCNcompare.com and you can quickly

compare prices from 43 top motorcycle

insurance brands. The writer of the

best letter each week published in the

letters pages will receive a free retro-

design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 

MCNcompare.com website.

Riding in the rain’s no pain

@ Andy Calton has a point about
riding in the rain (MCN, August

5). I rode into a cold, grey Silverstone
with the girlfriend and a weekend’s
luggage on the back of my GSX-R. Sure
enough, with one cold session com-
plete, it started raining and continued
for the rest of the day. Wets were being
fitted or bikes were staying in the pit
garages and by the end of an extended
lunch stop the place was virtually de-
serted. I had continued, with an over-
suit on, trying to be as smooth as I could
and used it as a good learning experi-
ence. My Michelin Pilot Power 2CT
tyres kept me circulating at a compa-
rable pace to some of the wet-shod
bikes, until we watched someone fall
off braking for Copse, at which point
I decided we’d had a good day, we’re
in one piece and we’re going home.
Antony Wood, email

More demo bikes please
I asked at my local dealership
about having a test ride on a par-

ticular current model. They looked on
the website to find that the only dem-
onstrator available is in Hull. I live in
southern England. I contacted the
manufacturer for help but so far no
reply. I visited another dealership,
different manufacturer, 20 miles away
and although I was the only customer
the three staff clustered round a com-
puter and never acknowledged my
presence, so after five minutes looking
round I left. Still no reaction from staff. 

Perhaps if manufacturers want to in-
crease sales they need to make dem-
onstrators more easily available and
monitor the showroom performance
of some of their dealerships.
Steve Wagstaff, Quidhampton, Wilts

My BT hit the buffers

@ Sooner or later BT were bound
creep in the charges. Well after

last weekend’s USA race, should we
bother paying? The whole time we had
drop-outs, during qualifying we lost

the picture, and as for the buffering
we hardly got any of the race and the
sync went out several times. After
wasting time complaining to BT, I
wonder if this would be a good avenue
to see how far the problem goes, have
other readers had a similar experience? 
Terry Seal, Spalding

New job, George?

@ I give MCN 10/10 for having the
guts to publish the photo of

George Osborne using that screwdriver
in the Norton factory. After 50 years
in light and heavy engineering, I have 

Mr Osborne shows his tool prowess

never seen anyone hold a screwdriver
with two hands so softly, and the look
of fear on his face is unbelievable. You
can tell he’s never done his own repairs. 
Thanks for a brilliant photo.
Mike Harris, email

Not tempted by track tyres
Great day at Silverstone with
Ducati. Gave the old Bostrom rep

a good thrashing (30k miles now). Did
laugh when my bike was parked up
next to various 1299/899s and Rick
Hackett (lovely guy) strolled up, liken-
ing my old Diablos to off-road tyres
compared to expensive track rubber
on newer bikes. Didn’t slow me down
though and what was good enough 13
years ago still seems good enough now!
Ed Mead, email

Ed: Your tyres are great but don’t knock 

the latest rubber until you’ve tried it

Don't get caught out in France
I live in France and one require-
ment of any visitor from England

is that they bring me a copy of MCN.
After reading it every week for 38 years
it is hard to kick the habit. The latest
one brought for me is the July 29 issue
with the holiday special about France.
It’s worth noting that from January
2016 you will need to carry a hi-viz
safety jacket with you (to put on if you
break down). If you are found without
one while out on your motorcycle then
you will be open to a fine of €11. If you
break down and do not put one on the 
fine will be €135.
David Kaktovics, Burgundy, France

Curse of the gravel

@ Surface dressing season is upon
us again. I wrote to my council

two weeks ago regarding the dangers
posed to riders by this method of road
repair and explaining how I believed
my own bike had been damaged by
loose chippings. I was pleasantly sur-
prised to see an email from Lincolnshire
County Council Highways Department,
I thought it may actually be a break-
through. Instead what I’d received was
two pages merely extolling the virtues 
of surface dressing.
Allan Thompson, email

READER POLL

The adventure bike market is now

bigger than ever, but which of the 

bunch appeals most to you?

o-anywhere adventure bike

23.3 %
Adventure rally –

big, ballsy, and

ballistic off-road

33.2 %
Adventure touring –

big, comfortable

and road-focused

38.7 %
Adventure sports

– a fast but versa-

tile road bike
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Stopping off on our five-day trip to Germany and the Nüburgring. Rod Smith

At a World War II V1 launch site near Dieppe. Chris Parker

Damien and Casey’s wedding in St Neots. Carl Stephens

Sharing a beer with JT and Iwan Thomas. Simon Whiteley

My puppy Kobie reading my favourite paper. Tracey StenhouseMy daughter Alice met Hutchy at a trackday. Michael Sturzaker

Georgia can’t wait to get a new Norton. Lindsey Money

Every week, MCN

prints the best

pictures sent in by

readers or website

users. You can

post your pictures

onto our Facebook

page or email them

to mcn.letters@

motorcyclenews.com

We want the full

array of weird and

wonderful images

that reflect your

biking life. As you

can see here, we are

happy to celebrate

the lighter things from

the world of biking.
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You pays your money
and takes your choice

You get what you pay for. The

saying implies that the more 

you spend, the better the 

product.

Like most generalisations,

this pearl of wisdom fails to

take so many scenarios into

account. What if you can only

afford so much? A £50 helmet,

for example, is better than no 

helmet, surely?

In a period of austerity the

consumer is only too aware of

how much stuff costs. And it’s so

easy to see whether something 

is priced competitively or

not. Comparing the price of

a product across a mass of 

retailers is easy.

This transparent pricing

makes for a well-armed buyer

and a competitive marketplace. 

Charge more for a product

than someone else and you’ll

struggle to sell many unless 

you can add value or

customer service to a

level that overcomes

the extra cost. Making 

something really

convenient can help

sustain a premium 

price.

Bikes have 

become

(technically) 

more

affordable

recently due 

to some truly tempting prices.

Then there are the finance 

packages that are being

wrapped around these already

well-priced machines. It’s hardly

surprising that we’ve seen new

motorcycle sales boom by over

10% last year and another 13% so 

far this year.

When you can bag a very

capable MT-07 for £5349 or a

new Bandit 1250S for £7299 (see 

page 14), it’s easy to see why 

things are looking rosy.

At the other end of the scale,

a carbon wing for the new H2R

will set you back £3360. You

could buy a whole bike for

that. In fact you could buy two

(nearly) Lexmoto 125 Venoms.

So hit the mark with a product,

price it right and watch profits 

soar. If that fails, add value

around the product or make

the service you’re providing

awesome. PCP is effectively

a service around a product. 

While the PCP-funded

product costs the same or

more at the end of the day

(depending on APR), the

choice, monthly affordability

and accessibility make it

an incredibly tempting 

option.

Or you could buy

a carbon wing for an

H2R. You get what you 

pay for!
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SILVERSTONE BRITISH GP 
ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
Make the most of your grand prix 
weekend this August 28-30  

with some of this

www.silverstone.co.uk

0844 375 0500

Save £££s on tickets with MCN’s deals
■  3 Day Adult Admission Price £95 

MCN Price £69.35 Promo code MCNAUG

■  3 Day Child Admission (11-15yrs) Price £35 

MCN Price £25.55 Promo code MCNAUG

■  Sunday Adult Admission Price  £80 

MCN Price£58.40 Promo code MCNAUGS

■  Sunday Child (11 – 15yrs) Price £22 

MCN Price£16.06 Promo code MCNAUGS

■ 3 Day Adult Admission and Grandstand Price £115

MCN Price£83.95 Promo code MCNAUG

■ 3 Day Child Admission and Grandstand Price £65 

MCN Price£47.45 Promo code MCNAUG

■  Sunday Adult Admission and Grandstand Price 

£100 MCN Price£73 Promo code MCNAUGS

■  Sunday Child Admission and Grandstand Price 

£50 MCN Price£36.50 Promo code MCNAUGS

BOOK YOUR 

TICKETS NOW!

Main Stage Entertainment
FRIDAY NIGHT

Elvis tribute artist Simon 

Patrick will be performing live 

on the main stage.

Simon has been an Elvis 

tribute artist for over 13 years 

performing globally at many 

prestigious venues.

SATURDAY NIGHT

Adam Ant has made a brilliant 

comeback, recording and 

releasing a new album and 

performing live on three UK 

tours since 2010. Don’t miss 

the Ant Music on the main 

stage.

Kiddimoto – A chance for the

youngest members of your

family to get on two wheels

without the stress of an

engine – all free of charge.

OSET Bikes – OSET Bikes

will provide kids up to the age

of 10 with the chance to have

a go on one of its electric off-

road bikes – free of charge.

California Superbike School

– The California Superbike

School will be offering free

pillion rides on Stowe circuit

aboard their fleet of Ducati

1299 Panigale superbikes all

weekend. You can also enjoy:

QHelisa Therapies Massages

QCrazy Golf

Q Extreme Wheelie Machine

QMini Moto

Loads to do 
for all the 
family

On Sunday watch the Aerostars 

take to the sky for their annual 

display, which is always a firm 

favourite with the fans. Their 

remarkable feats of skill and 

courage will leave you in awe. The 

Aerostars display starts at 12.20 

on Sunday – just look up!

Rookie Ride
This is the perfect introduction to 

two wheels for anyone aged 11 or 

over. ‘Rookie Ride’ taster sessions 

are supported by Yamaha and 

Alpinestars, and run an introduction 

to the full course at Silverstone. 

Learn the basic controls, how to pull 

away safely, stop and manoeuvre 

– all under the expert guidance of 

Silverstone’s instructors. All safety 

kit is provided, and each Rookie 

Ride costs just £10 for a 15-minute 

session.

Sky’s the limit 
at Silverstone
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KEEP TRACK
OF THE ACTION
Silverstone Radio will

broadcast on 87.7FM over

the weekend so tune in

to keep up-to-date with

all the on and off-track

entertainment. There will

also be a chance to win

some fantastic prizes,

including a tour of the

paddock.

Eight giant screens

around the circuit will be

showing live action and

Silverstone Radio will also

be covering all the action

live on 87.7FM. Social media

addicts can also follow

what’s hot at:

Facebook.com/

SilverstoneCircuits |

Twitter.com/SilverstoneUK

| Instagram.com/

SilverstoneCircuit

Supporting the World

Championship action on 

track over the weekend 

will be a two-race 

extravaganza of four-

stroke and two-stroke 

classic machinery ridden 

by stars from the past.

The four-stroke classic 

will centre around the 

popular and proven 

Lansdowne Classic Series 

featuring pre-1964 Grand 

Prix machinery including 

the iconic Manx Nortons 

and Matchless G50s. 

Former Bonhams British 

Historic series champions 

Glen English and Mike 

Russell will compete 

alongside current front 

runners Duncan Fitchett 

and Stan Woods, the 

former works Suzuki team-

mate of Barry Sheene.

The two-stroke classic 

race harks back to the 

early 1980s and will see 

24 riders on identical 

machinery. Yamaha’s 

iconic 250 LC machines 

from the Pro-Am and 

Marlboro Clubmans 

production classes have 

been restored and riders 

include former hot shots 

Charlie Corner, Curt 

Langan, Mick Crick, Kim 

Barker and Ivan Gray.

Public Shuttle Buses
Free shuttle buses will

run all weekend to take

spectators around the site

and down to Stowe Circuit

and the Silverstone Wing

MotoGP fans can enjoy a world

exclusive sneak preview of the

trailer for Hitting the Apex which is

showing in Hall 1 of the Silverstone

Wing on Saturday and Sunday.

Hitting the Apex is a high-octane

documentary narrated by Brad Pitt

and directed by Mark Neale, the

man behind both Faster and Fastest.

It’s the story of six of the fastest

motorcycle racers of all time, and

takes you to the heart of the sport.

The film will be released in cinemas

on September 2, and on DVD on

September 7.

‘Hitting the Apex’ film preview
Hall 1, Silverstone Wing

Enjoy a 
blast from 
the past
Nortons and 
RDs promise 
thrills & spills

See the new 
breed of stars
Many of the current crop of young

Grand Prix riders, including Danny

Kent and Johan Zarco, made their

way to the top via Metrakit MiniGP

racing, and FAB-Racing will be

running practice, qualifying, and

races on the Friday, Saturday, and

Sunday for both MiniGP50 and

MiniGP70 on the 1.08-mile Stowe

Circuit situated in the middle on of

the Grand Prix circuit. Get along to

see the stars of tomorrow.

Make sure you visit halls 2 and 3 of the Silverstone 

Wing where an amazing line up of classic bikes 

will be on display. Get close to these 

beautiful machines and relive the past 

while the more modern versions are 

performing on the circuit below.

Classic Bike Display 
Halls 2 and 3, Silverstone Wing

TRADE MALL AND 
MANUFACTURERS VILLAGE
Browse the huge range of retail 

stands in the trade mall where you can  

purchase official MotoGP merchandise 

and motorcycle-related goodies. The 

manufacturers village located in the 

E-zone will have the latest models from 

Ducati, KTM, Suzuki and Yamaha along 

with displays from Bridgestone, Dunlop, 

DeWalt, Gas, GoPro, race sponsor OCTO 

and many more!

PULLOUT
BRITISH

MOTOGP
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THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN
Danny Kent will have his own ‘fanstand’ crammed with adoring followers at 

Silverstone for this year’s British Grand Prix – and rightly so. He’s edging ever closer 

to the Moto3 title, which would see him become Britain’s first Grand Prix champion 

since Barry Sheene’s 500cc championship win of 1977. Make sure you’re in the 

crowd at Silverstone this August 28-30 to cheer him on. #backthebrits
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Keeping your ride alive

ON
SALE
NOW

IN THE
SEPTEMBER
ISSUE OF PS

With the September Issue ofPS

Buying tips for the Ducati Monster

Stunning two grand Yamaha R1 resto

 Faithfully fettled Suzuki RGV250K 



GARAGE
Get more from your bike, your time, your money

TOP GEAR
FOR TOURING

Latest Givi hard luggage p56

SORTED

8 secrets to becoming faster, smoother, safer 

GET
ULLY

DED 

Why an ex-BSB racer
has a serious KTM

Duke obsession p48

‘LIKE A GSX-R WITH
FLAT BARS’

PLUS

OKawasaki 1400GTR

OHonda Crossrunner

O Kawasaki Versys 1000

O KTM RC390

O Indian Scout

O BMW F800R

LIVING WITH

17-PAGE

SECTION

Seven Kawasakis for less
than the price of an H2R

b i l t 51

WING IT!

RIDING GOD
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It’ll be fine (will it?)
A puppy, for whom we have placed a treat at the end of a plank,

falls for our trick. He has only his goal, that sausage, in mind,

and walks off the end. A motorcycle rider flies around a blind curve and

crashes head-on into a logging truck. He has only his immediate goal in

mind, and takes the corner assuming everything will turn out as expected. 

A neat lesson from The Upper Half of the Motorcycle by Bernt Spiegel.

What’s this lever for?
Find a quiet road. Squeeze the brake lever – gently at first, then

harder as weight piles onto the front tyre. Increase your knee

squeeze as the weight transfer gets more intense. How safe do you feel?

What info is coming through your hands? How near is the tyre to where you

reckon the limit is? Repeat 10 times. By then, what started out quite scary 

will feel OK. From Pass the Bike Test by Sean Hayes and Rupert Paul.

Proof that you can feel the tyres
Close your eyes and touch a pointer on a wall. You experience

the wall’s resistance, not in your fingertips or hands, but out

front at the tip of the pointer. You can also say what the wall is like: hard or

soft, rough or smooth. You can even say how long the pointer is, even if you

were only handed it after you closed your eyes. As with a pointer, so with a 

bike. From The Upper Half of the Motorcycle by Bernt Spiegel

2 3 4

We’ve burned the midnight oil digesting the finest biking bibles so you don’t have to. Read and learn

best bits from the 
go-faster books8

The need to 
focus
“When you ride you

should try to forget everything

else. Don’t think about the rest of

your life or the rest of the world.

Try to forget all that and think

only of the road or the track and

the bike. It’s not always easy

to stay focused on the bike.

Sometimes you feel that one part

of the brain rides the bike, thinks

about the tyre, sees the road – but

maybe the other part is thinking

about a girl, a friend, a song.”

The words of Valentino Rossi in

Performance Riding Techniques 

by Andy Ibbott.

1

SORTED
NEXT

WEEK
8 ways to make

sure your bike’s 

safe to ride
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DIY servicing? Don’t forget

to change the brake fluid

#MCNwednesday
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Make it go where you want
Counter steering: Two magic words. Counter: In an opposing

manner or direction. Steering: To guide. It means to guide in an opposing manner.

Simple enough. You have the bars in your hands and you’re going straight, but you would

like the bike to turn, let’s say, to the right. “To guide in an opposing manner”, you then apply

some pressure, at the handlebars, to the left. The bike goes right. The essential point about

steering, from A Twist of the Wrist II by Keith Code

Cristian

Ingignoli, 

workshop 

manager 

at In Moto, 

specialising in

Kawasaki and

KTM

“I wish people would 

understand that there’s more 

to a DIY service than an oil 

change.

“A check of your brakes 

is important and it’s vital to 

change the fluild regularly 

as it attracts water. On some 

bikes you can see the water 

separate out of the hydraulic 

fluid as you drain it off.

“We had a high-mileage 

Kawasaki ER6 in that the 

customer’s son took out and 

got thrown off when the front 

folded on him. His dad thought 

he was being stupid, took the

bike out himself and promptly

fell off too because the brakes

were binding, heated up and

locked the front wheel – it was

pure neglect.

“Back in the day you could

hear if valve clearances were

out as it would get noisy.

These days it’s the quiet

engines you have to worry

about as the shims tighten up

and the valve seats burn out.

If a bike has poor hot starting

and is losing performance the

seats are probably already on

their way out.

“Suspension linkages are

another blind spot because

they are hidden away. It’s not

a big job to grease, but ignore

it and you could end up like

an Aprilia RSV owner whose

linkage seized then snapped.

Fortunately it was at low-

speed so he could pull up.”

What’s the one 
thing you wish 
customers did 
differently?

PLANET
MECHANIC

8

‘The brakes were 

binding, locked up, 

and he fell off – it 

was pure neglect’

The ideal line
Linger on the outside! Use a late turn-in! Push the apex toward 

the exit! The blue line makes for high lateral acceleration, 

takes t e bike dangerously close to the outer edge of the track, and keeps 

it there for a dangerously long time. The red line allows a much earlier 

acceleration and offers greater safety reserves. A basic principle for every 

road corner. From The Upper Half of the Motorcycle by Bernt Spiegel.

 Technology 
versus tips
I want to outline the 

different categories of information you 

might receive about riding your bike. 

1. Destructive advice

“You don’t know how fast you can go 

until you crash.”

2. Friendly advice

“Keep the rubber side down.”

3. Useful tips

“Go wide around that bump.”

4. Real technology

“You always use a later turn-entry point 

for a decreasing-radius turn.”

True technology regularly resolves 

riding problems. It contains a basic 

understanding of what the rider is 

trying to do and forms a bond between 

the rider and the machine’s dynamic 

requirements. How to sift the advice 

from your mates, from A Twist of the 

Wrist II, by Keith Code.

5

The Limit Point 
and why it’s key 
to safer riding

The ‘Limit Point’ is the furthest point 

ahead where you have a clear view of 

the road surface as you ride along and 

it’s particularly important when there’s 

a corner ahead.

On a clear, level road this is the point 

at which the two sides of the road 

appear to meet. Always ride at a speed 

that lets you stop (on your own side 

of the road) within the distance you 

can see is clear – that’s the distance 

between you and the Limit Point.

This then determines how quickly 

you can safely enter the corner up 

ahead. The closer the limit point is, 

the less time and distance you have 

to react if something unexpected 

happens.

Classic advice from the IAM’s How 

to be a Better Rider by Jon Taylor and 

Stefan Bartlett.

6
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“A
fter winning the 2003
British Superbike privateer’s
championship on a Suzuki

GSX-R1000, I retired from racing to
concentrate on running my business.
I set up DWR Motorcycles in 2002 and
it’s hard to run a workshop at the same
time as competing in a championship
such as BSB. But then one of my cus-
tomers offered me a ride in the Super
Duke Cup.

“In the series’ first year in 2007 you
were allowed to mildly tune the bikes,
so I did a bit of work on this lad’s engine
and we got friendly. He was going quite
well but fell off, breaking his leg.

“He had organised for a load of his
sponsors to attend the next round and
asked if I would mind standing in for
him. To be honest I wasn’t that keen, 

I hadn’t ridden competitively for a
while and the Super Duke was just a
road bike. I didn’t reckon it would be
that good around a track. But, like all
racers, you never really retire and so
I dug out my leathers and rolled up at
the Snetterton round expecting to be a 
bit disappointed with the bike.

BSB privateer champ Dave Wood was looking forward to retirement, then he found the Duke...

KEY DESIGN FEATURE
The LC8 engine was KTM’s first

large-capacity road bike engine and

was developed in conjunction with

Rotax. Called LC8 (liquid cooled,

eight valves), it started life at 942cc

with carbs in the 2003 KTM 950

Adventure before growing to 999cc

and gaining fuel injection in the 990

Super Duke in 2005. Fabrizio Meoni

won the 2002 Dakar on a rally-spec

prototype of the LC8 Adventure.

“I ended up qualifying on the front
row and by the fifth or six lap of the
race I had built up quite a lead — not
that I knew it. I kept looking at my pit
board and it said ‘0’, so on the last lap
I made a plan of using a backmarker to
block whoever was right behind me at
Russell’s Chicane, giving me a clear
run to the line. That was the plan, in
the end I went around the outside of
the backmarker, lost the rear end and
crashed out of the lead!

“After dusting myself off I walked
back to the pits and the team said
‘why were you pushing so hard?’ I
said ‘but the board said someone was
right behind me’. It was at that point
they confessed they had no idea what
to show on the board as they had never
led a race before…

“The team were really happy and
asked if I fancied coming out of re-
tirement for 2008 and competing the 

‘The Super Duke really felt
like a sportsbike with fl at bars’

whole season on a Super Duke R — I
didn’t have to think very long. The R
is like the stock Duke but even better.
The engine is stronger, the chassis
more composed and the radial brakes
are even sharper.

“We did nine rounds that season
and all we did to the motor was check
its valve clearances and swap oil and
filters. The bike ran faultlessly and was
brilliant on track.

“I just clicked with the Super Duke
and ended up winning the 2008 cham-
pionship, which has led to loads of
Super Duke owners bringing their
road bikes for me to work on. After
winning the Super Duke Cup, and the
RC8 Cup the next year, I retired from
racing again. I did ride in the Harley
XR1200 Challenge in 2010, which was
a horrendous experience and made me 
realise I should stay retired!”

www.davewoodracing.com

By Jon Urry

MCN CONTRIBUTOR
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Totally nuts on

the road and

track, the Super

Duke defined the

super-naked class

“I’d always raced sportsbikes and I
thought the KTM would be horrendous,
but after the first free practice I changed
my mind. The Duke felt brilliant, like
a GSX-R with flat bars, and the WP
suspension and V-twin engine were
really good. It didn’t take long for me 
to start pushing on.

THE MAN

MAN &
MACHINE

THE LOVE AFFAIR
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The first Super Dukes (2005-2007) have a

15-litre tank; subsequent models increased to

18.5 litres. The V-twin likes to guzzle fuel, so 

this makes it slightly more practical.

The Super Duke promo video caused such a

stir in 2005 that it was banned. This might have

been due to the fact it featured stunt riding in

rush hour traffic on public roads in Japan…

In 2009 the standard Super Duke was dropped

and replaced by the Super Duke R, which

featured a revised engine and sharper styling as

well as upgraded suspension and radial brakes.

R-POWER! PRACTICALITY
VIDEO 

SMOOTH OPERATOR
“Getting the fuel injection system remapped

works wonders on a Super Duke. You don’t need

to fit a Power Commander, just re-flash the bike’s

ECU. We dial out the ignition advance to make the 

throttle response far less abrupt.”

REV COUNTER SWEEP
Pre-2009 fuel-injected LC8s run a diagnostic

sweep when the ignition is first turned on.

Starting up before this has finished can cause the

motor to run rough. To rectify, let it do its sweep,

start the motor, then let it idle for 10-15 minutes.

BIGGER CLEARANCES = MORE BHP
“The Duke needs its valve clearances checked

every 9000 miles. They don’t often need altering,

but I’ve found that if you run them slightly bigger

than recommended you gain about 4bhp. It’s free

horsepower if you know what you’re doing.”

EVER IMPROVING
KTM continually release ‘Technical

Improvements’ (TIs) to their range, which are

small mods recommended by the factory. Only

official dealers have access to the TIs, so it’s worth

getting your bike serviced by a certified centre.

WORTH KNOWING

DRY SUMP DEMYSTIFIED
“People get confused checking the oil level, as it’s

a dry sump. Get the bike hot, not just warm, and

then check the level with the bike upright. Don’t

worry if the level drops when the bike cools, that’s 

just what they do.”

SPRAG CLUTCH
“As with any V-twin, the sprag clutch can be a

weak point so listen out for a horrible clattering

or squeak when the starter is pushed. It’s not a

massive job to fix it, but it does involve removing

the flywheel and that’s a bill of about £200.”

THE MACHINE
KTM 990 Super Duke

Year introduced: 2005 Power: 116bhp

Weight: 184kg Price new: £8345

2005 KTM Super Duke
The original Super Duke arrives

with a 15-litre tank, 116bhp and a 

whole stack of attitude.

Private good: £4300

Average: £4200

Tatty: £3800

Dealer: £4500

2007 KTM Super Duke
Model’s first update: 18.5-litre

tank and styling tweaks.

Private good: £4800

Average: £4500

Tatty: £4000

Dealer: £4900

2007 KTM Super Duke R
The first R gained an uprated

chassis and orange frame.

Private good: £5100

Average: £4800

Tatty: £4500

Dealer: £5300

2009 KTM Super Duke R
Base model Duke is dropped,

and the R gains 2bhp and

sharper styling.

Private good: £5300

Average: £4900

Tatty: £4500

Dealer: £5500

301 KTMS FOR SALE

NOW BUY ONE
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A great Sunday seaside run with biking haunts and fantastic places to stop for a bite

T
he Norfolk coast is a hugely

popular spot for riders and

Hunstanton attracts hundreds

of bikes on a sunny summer evening. It

is also an ideal spot to sit and watch the

sun set over the sea, because the east

coad town faces west overlooking The

Wash and the North Sea.

Starting your ride at Thetford, which

is just down the road from Snetterton

race circuit, this route begins with the

fast and flowing A134 before skimming

around the outside of King’s Lynn and

picking up the A149.

This road, which hugs the east coast

all the way to Cromer, is a tight and

twisty stretch of tarmac that passes

through the many small villages for

which this area is renowned. With a

variety of bays to explore on foot, the

first part of this route can easily take

half a day if you’re in the mood, and is

a real treat on a sunny Sunday. Don’t

bother rushing, pack your sandals and

beach towel in your panniers and enjoy a

bit of sunbathing.

Crossing through Wells-Next-The-

Sea, the A149 continues to improve,

although getting stuck behind a slow

moving caravan is a constant hazard.

Think of the ride to Cromer as a 40mph

tour with some great views and you

won’t go far wrong.

Towards the end of the route you will

spot several shops selling Cromer crab.

The locals always say it is best sampled

from a shop whose doorway has a sea

view and on the A149 there are plenty of

those to choose from.

Route: Thetford to Cromer Distance: 85 miles Time required: 2 - 3 hours

SNETTERTON CIRCUIT – BSB has already been 

there this year, but it’s Formula 4 this weekend, or 

how about racing trucks on September 19-20.

SHERINGHAM – Stop off for a quiet bite to eat.

CROMER – No trip to the east coast would be 

complete without a crab sandwich or dressed crab.

HUNSTANTON – Heaving on sunny evenings. Grab 

some chips and watch the sun go down.

GREAT RIDES

i

Arrive in Cromer

ready to see the

sun set over

the sea

DOWNLOAD 
THE ROUTE

motorcyclenews.com/greatrides
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TOMTOM RIDER

The new TomTom Rider has been 

completely redesigned for life on 

the road and we’re helping you 

discover, explore and enjoy new 

routes each week. Download 

each from motorcyclenews.com/

greatrides onto an SD card and your 

TomTom will show you the way.

50

A relaxed day by the coast

SEE THE FULL RANGE OF CASES, COMFORT SEATS 
& SOFT LUGGAGE AT WWW.SHAD.CO.UK

RIDE YOUR WAY
Tel: 01425 620 580 | Email: info@tranam.co.uk | Web: www.tranam.co.uk | For more detailed product information please email info@tranam.co.uk

Winding Roads
Find the most excitiing winding roads 
and avoid the boring straights.

Hilly Roads
Stay at sea level or climb the highest peaks.

Round-trip Planning
Discover new routes by simply tapping 
the area you want to explore.

THE ALL NEWGet a quote at

0844 409 7587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS

PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR 
PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE
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The carbon wing on th

of Kawasaki’s H2R cost

as much as any of thes

Kawasaki W650 (1999-2006)
The back catalogue paid dividends for 

1990s Kawasaki when they dug up their 

1960s W1 and used it as the basis of the 

W650. The only drawback was the lack of 

damping in the suspension, which made 

for a bouncy ride. The W650 is hightly 

sought-after for custom projects, but 

when they do come up even late-2006 

model W650s are within our budget.

What you’ll pay today: £900-£3000

But should you? Yes, if you’ve the mindset 

(and the budget for suspension upgrades).

Kawasaki Ninja 300 (2012 on)
When new rider licence laws made the 

old 33bhp limits irrelevant, Kawasaki 

grew their Ninja 250 to 300cc, boosting 

power to 39bhp. The Ninja 300 is a fizzing 

bundle of fun – it’s revvy, but rewarding. A 

low-mileage 2013 model comes in below 

our £3360 barrier, and a repaired Cat D 

write-off (occupational hazard for newer 

riders) recently went for less than £2000.

What you’ll pay today: £2400-£4899

But should you? If your licence limits 

you, you can’t do better on this budget.

Kawasaki Ninja 250SL (2015)
Both the Ninja 250SL and naked Z250SL 

are nimble, light, handle well and better 

quality than the prices of £3849 (Ninja) 

and £3649 (Z250) would suggest. With 

28bhp they’re basic, no-fuss options for 

A2 licence-holders who want to step up 

from a 125 without going deep into the 

red. We’ve seen an ex-demo Ninja with 

four miles on the clock going for £3299.

What you’ll pay today: £3299-£3849

But should you? A smidge over three 

grand for a five-star MCN-rated bike? Yes.

Kawasaki Versys (2010 on)
The quirky Versys 650 was always 

popular, but the second-generation model 

from 2010 gained a rubber-mounted 

engine and new footpegs which helped cut 

pesky engine vibrations. The all-rounder’s 

travel capability was also boosted with 

a taller screen, while improved styling 

answered most complaints on a bike 

praised for mixing fun and practicality.

What you’ll pay today: £2600-£6649

But should you? If you need a do-it-all 

bike for just three grand, little is better.

Kawasaki
KLX250

£3199
Low-mileage (2521) 2011

example of the off-

road-styled commuter. 

Pleasant but falls between 

dirt and Tarmac roles, as 

it’s a little slow for either. 

Assuming the H2R’s wing 

doesn’t fly, the KLX will be 

better on the commute.

Kawasaki ER-6f
£3200

Only four years old, with 

crazy-low miles (1320). The 

parallel twin is a cracking 

bike and seems a steal at 

the £3200 asking price for 

a bike that’s fully serviced 

and stored in a garage.

Kawasaki Z750
£3200

The Z1000’s little brother 

was a popular naked 

middleweight and looks 

neatly unfussy next to the 

newer Z800. This one’s 

done less than a thousand 

miles a year and comes 

with full service history.

Kawasaki ZX-6R
£3295

The newest model of 

ZX-6R you’ll find below 

our £3360 budget: a 2006 

model with less than 

10,000 miles. It has a new 

MoT, decent tyres and a 

new battery, suggesting 

it’s been stored for a while.

Other £3360
Kawasakis on

Kawasaki Z1000 (2003-2006)
When the ZX-6R B1H popped up by surprise 

in southern France in 2002, there was an 

unknown naked bike following it. By that 

autumn we knew it was the Z1000, a bold 

new attempt by Kawasaki to go back to 

its roots and create eye-catching, exciting 

motorcycles. The Z1000 stood out as 

much for its radical styling as it did its fuel-

injected, big-bored ZX-9R motor. Harking 

back to the name of the famous Z1 put 

Kawasaki under some pressure, and iffy 

suspension and shaky fuel injection meant 

it never challenged the 1970s original in 

the icon stakes, but the Z1000’s four-can 

exhaust setup still draws the eye today. 

They’re worth a look on the used market.

What you’ll pay today: £2000-£4000

But should you? Be careful of modifications 

as these are popular with the custom-crazy 

streetfighter crowd – and owners have had 

12 years to invest in changes.

ZX-12R
0-2007)
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Kawasaki ZX-6R 
(2003-2004)
Our £3360 budget covers most 

ZX-6Rs up to 2006, but it’s the 2003 

model that’s of most interest. In 2002 

Kawasaki eschewed racing demands 

by turning their comfy, roomy ZX-6R 

into a 636cc machine. That same year 

the 2003 ZX-6R B1H was spotted on a 

catalogue photoshoot in the south of 

France. Sharper styling, a new frame, 

radially-mounted brake calipers and 

f l i j i ll k f l i i

attitude from Kawasaki, who admitted

they had got fuddy and needed to

change. It still had a 636cc engine

(there was also a 599cc ZX-6RR for

racers), but it was a radical departure

in every other way. Subsequent models

became a little more grown-up, but 

the 2003 model remains an icon of 

Kawasaki’s stunning return to form.

What you’ll pay today: £1800-£3000

But should you? No-one bought a B1H 

as the sensible option. Do what you will 

h h f i f i
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S
o far this year’s events have 

conspired against the GTR 

and I taking any big trips, but 

knowing the Great British 

Summer could very well be a distant 

memory come September all excuses 

were put on hold for a last-minute 

weekend jaunt to North Yorkshire. 

Rollbag stuffed full of camping 

essentials (tent and sleeping bag), 

camera and a spare set of pants all 

securely strapped to the rear seat – 

despite the lack of any meaningful 

bungee points – and we were off.

The trip north up the A1 is a journey 

I’ve done countless times over the 

years, and normally it’s dispatched 

without a hitch, but recently one thing 

has become clear with the GTR – its 

seat and my arse don’t work well 

together. As a result, the aching had 

already started at Newark – barely 

40 minutes into a two-hour journey. 

Thankfully I’d opted to spend the night 

at my mum’s before heading to North 

Yorkshire the following morning – 

giving my rear a bit of a break before a 

full day of riding around the Dales.

With no plan other than calling 

at Scarborough for lunch I opted to 

follow my nose, heading towards 

York via Pontefract and Tadcaster, 

before joining the A170 near Helmsley. 

Unfortunately it was around this point 

it became clear most of Britain’s 

caravanners had also chosen to head 

to North Yorkshire for the weekend, 

turning the A170 into a huge high-

speed slalom instead of the fast A-road 

it normally is. No bother, the GTR is 

addictive when in the upper reaches of 

the turbine-like rev range.

After a spot of lunch in Scarborough 

I headed back along the A170, before 

turning north towards Hackness 

and Dalby Forest – and some of the 

narrowest, sketchiest roads I’ve ever 

ridden. A car would have struggled to 

get down some of them and the middle 

of the road was covered with either 

gravel or grass. Despite its size, the 

GTR managed OK.

Having navigated my way through 

the Dalby Forest on perhaps the most 

interesting 30mph road I’ve ever ridden 

breakfast, the GTR and I quickly got 

in the groove, making quick progress 

on the slick roads. Before I knew it I 

was back in Barnsley – and ready for 

breakfast.

The screen and front fairing combine 

for brilliant weather protection – even 

with the screen on its lowest setting. 

Despite the torrential rain all the way 

back to South Yorkshire I was able to 

wear summer gloves without my hands 

getting too wet – only ever-so-slightly 

damp. Unfortunately the weather 

protection also works the other way. 

Wearing textiles when the mercury 

is getting into the 20s is almost 

unbearable. Even with all vents on my 

suit open, I can’t get enough airflow to 

keep cool. 

The breakfast pit stop ended up 

being at mum’s and after a bit of time 

to dry off I was back in Peterborough 

by early afternoon, pleased with how 

the GTR had acquitted itself on the

varied roads of Yorkshire. Were it not

for the comfort issue the GTR would

have been absolutely perfect, so now 

the search is on for something a little 

more comfortable – either an official

seat from Kawasaki or an additional gel 

pad to go on top of the standard seat. If 

I want to do more miles I’ll have to find 

something to stop the aches.

I found myself on the fast A169 heading 

towards Whitby, high up on the moors 

and exposed to the wind. The more 

observant of you may have noticed the 

GTR isn’t a particularly little bike and 

sidewinds can be a bit of a problem if 

you’re not on your guard so I quickly 

headed down into a valley, following 

signs for Goathland, a village where, 

apparently, the sheep roam free – 

relaxing in pub beer gardens and on 

people’s lawns.

With tea time fast approaching I

decided to dive into Whitby Co-op and

fill the empty panniers with plenty of

fruit and water. Unfortunately I’d failed

to take into account the structural

integrity of the carton holding my

precious blueberries. By the time I’d

made it to the picturesque Bay Ness

Farm campsite overlooking Robin

Hood’s Bay, the inside of the left

pannier was completely blue from

squashed exotic fruit. Bugger. No

bother, the pub beckoned.

At around 5am the rains came and

woke me up. Conscious of the fact the

GTR was parked at the bottom of a field

I quickly packed everything up and left.

I’d made the right choice, as the rain

only got worse. At 6am on a Sunday

morning I had the fast, sweeping A171

to Scarborough all to myself, and with

the now completely wet conditions, the

GTR was the perfect companion.

The plush suspension meant the 

GTR felt predictable over surface 

changes and even though it puts 

out 139bhp, the power delivery is as 

smooth and predictable as any bike 

I’ve ridden. It makes riding good roads 

in horrible conditions fun. Despite 

planning to stop in York for a leisurely 

GARAGE52

Just strap on a tent and go hunting for some summer smiles

The GTR can 
protect & serve

Kawasaki haven’t been generous with 

the allocation of bungee points

Tent loaded and weekend essentials easily swallowed up in the GTR’s panniers

Next stop North Yorkshire, 

but without a fixed plan

Liam was free to pick and 

choose along the way

5
UPDATE

5001
MILES

OUR BIKES

THE BIKE

Weight 305kg

Seat height 815mm

Miles 5001

MPG 47

Mods None

KAWASAKI 1400 GTR £13,699

Turbine-like power, plush 

suspension, great weather 

protection

Seat isn’t comfortable over 

longer distances, can get 

caught in sidewinds

+

-

O�Read previous updates at 
motorcyclenews.com/liamGTR

RUNNING VERDICT

‘At 6am on a 

Sunday morning 

I had the sweeping 

A171 to Scarborough 

all to myself’

THE RIDER

Liam Marsden, Web Producer

liam.marsden@motorcyclenews.com

Height: 6ft1in Weight: 75kg

His riding: Commuter, rides in all weathers. 

Happy on any type of bike.
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Zen and the Art of Removing Blueberries from Panniers… Liam sets up camp Topbox mounting plate doubles as a rack for strapping on a tent and rollbag

Darkening moorland skies hint at rain

Robin Hood’s Bay doesn’t disappoint

Q How does she
handle around

town in traffic?
Albert Fagan

Obviously she’s no 125,

she’s a little heavy, but

reassuringly nimble. The

mirrors are the widest

point of the bike, which is

handy for filtering.

Q What’s the weight
and do you think

it’s too big and heavy
for a skinny 5ft 9in
guy? Darren Malin

It weights 315kg. Our

Senior Road Tester, Adam

Child, had one as a long-

term bike a few years ago.

He often gets into places

on a child’s ticket and he

had no problems with it!

Q Has riding a tourer
changed your view

of what a motorcycle
should be capable of
doing? Ben Kingerley

Do you mean with regards

to how the bike handles?

Maybe a little, the GTR

can certainly surprise

a few folk when ridden

well on back roads. It’s

surprisingly fun.

Q Did you find it
heavy at the

front? I bought a
BMW RT instead.
Clem Chrissy Craven

I can’t say it’s something

I’ve noticed and I’ve not

ridden an RT in a few

years so I couldn’t really

compare the two. If

anything it has a tendency

to sit on the rear, which

makes things interesting

on fast country roads.

Q I’ve read
reports that fuel

consumption is not
the best. What’s your
experience?
Anthony Fox

Sticking below 80mph

on motorways equates

to 56mpg. Onboard

computer normally sits

around 46mpg with a

mix of town, fast country

roads and motorways.

Q Does this one burn
your right leg like

old ones did? And how
about heat in general?
Destilirano Zlo

My right leg has remained

unburnt so far. I can’t feel

it getting hot, but the fan

does seem to come on

quite early in town.

Q Is it as quick as you
hoped or have the

do-gooders spoiled it?
Graham Newbould

Honestly, it’s not as quick

as I’d hoped. It is quick,

don’t get me wrong, but

not excitingly so. The wind

protection and smooth

motor make it seem

slower than it is.

Q What mileage did 
you change the 

rear tyre? And is the 
second one nearly 
slick too now? Mac Ka 

I got rid of the OE tyres at 

about 2500 miles. There’s 

plenty of tread left on the 

current tyres.

Ask us anything: motorcyclenews.com/

liamGTR or on our Facebook page

YOU ASKED,

WE ANSWERED
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Relphy takes his dad for a ride, once he’d got on

T
he RC390 really comes into its

own down backlanes, but with

only 40bhp to exploit you have

to ensure you’re always at full throttle

if you want to make progress.

However, the standard throttle tube

has too much travel in it, meaning

holding it wide open sees your right

Round
the twist

Too busy admiring the

view of Derwent Water to

notice the man come along

and paint two yellow lines

under our feet

THE QUESTION

YOUR BIKES

So many motorcyclists baulk at the

idea at the idea of taking a pillion, I

personally don’t mind, in fact I have

covered thousands of miles two-up.

Normally my wife Jo accompanies me

on trips, but since the birth of our son

nearly two years ago, there has been

very little opportunity for the two of us

to head for the hills.

Who better to stand in, or in this case,

sit in, than my dad Tom. Now 73 years

young and still riding bikes, he has had

a career as a professional motorcyclist

spanning some 52 years and many,

many thousands of miles.

When I initially broached the subject,

“Why don’t you have a go on the back of

Crossrunner?” he replied, “no, you’re

all right, I’ll go on my bike”. After a few

more quibbles, such as “my knees will

be up round my chin”, and “how the hell

am I going to get on the back of that?” I

finally managed to convince him.

The only thing I adjusted prior to our

two-up jaunt round the Lakes, was

to wind the preload up on rear shock

by three segments on the adjuster to

compensate for our combined weight of

around 30 stone.

The mounting procedure was good

fun, it involved me leaning forward and

supporting the bike, while Tom stood

on one of the pillion footrests while he

threaded the other leg between the

topbox and me. It worked and we were

soon on our way.

TWO-UP, OR NOT TWO-UP?

Far from fault-free but Pete loves his K1300R

I _____ my ______________________BMW K1300Rlove
Year 2010 Had since 2013 Miles done 36,000 Total mileage 40,000

When Pete Ingram 

returns MCN’s call 

he informs us he’s 

just broken off from 

machining new titanium 

brake pad retaining pins. “I was doing 

a caliper service and they looked a bit 

grotty, so I thought I’d make up some 

new ones,” says Pete, who bought his 

beloved K1300R in 2013 as a 65th 

birthday present. It had only covered 

4000 miles in the first three years 

of its life, but Pete has surged on to 

40,000. “I think a lot of the bikes now 

are boring,” he says. “The K1300R 

is the only thing that really does it 

for me. It’s outrageously fast and 

while most BMWs look dull, this is 

like a Tasmanian tiger in the middle 

of them.” Pete’s bike has had its 

share of trouble. As well as recalls 

for faults with the fuel tank and rear 

wheel drive flange, his bike has had a 

new bevel drive oil seal, switchgear, 

steering ball joints and brake discs - 

and now the clutch switch is playing 

up. “I’ve been disappointed with the 

quality of some of the parts,” says 

Pete. “I buy the continuous warranty 

and I wouldn’t be able to run it 

without that. It doesn’t go beyond 

80,000 miles so in about three years 

I might have to throw the bike away!” 
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The Crossrunner copes very well

with the extra weight; the engine still

pulls effortlessly, letting out its usual

yowl as the VTEC kicks in, opening up

the extra valves, aiding our propulsion

through the stunning countryside of

the Lake District. It wasn’t long before

Tom commented: “It’s alright actually,

not as bad as I thought it was going to

be.” He was impressed by the amount

of space and comfort on offer from the

Crossrunner’s ample pillion saddle.

The fun began again when we got

to our first stop and we had to reverse

the procedure, this began with Tom

telling me to “brace yourself” before he

unfurled himself from the back of the 

Crossrunner. With the two of us having 

completed the drill a few times we were 

like a well-oiled machine, and after a 

lap round Derwent Water I thought it 

only fair to oil the old man as well, with 

a couple of pints in The Old Crown at 

Hesket Newmarket.

‘How the hell
am I going to
get on the
back of that?’

Simon Relph, Senior Designer

His riding: Forty-one years of ex-

perience, both on and off road.

HONDA VFR800X 
CROSSRUNNER £10,299

THE RIDER

Emma Franklin Production Editor

emma.franklin@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft7in Weight 57kg

Her riding Sportsbike lover with 10 year

of experience, races a 125GP bike.

THE BIKE

Weight 147kg (dry)

Seat height 820mm

Miles 2202 MPG 66.02

Mods KTM screen £55.81, 

KTM Ergo seat £116.36

2015 KTM RC390 £4998

The RC390’s long-travel throttle has 

been driving Emma mad… until now

White tape shows the wide angle of 

throttle travel as standard

The new aluminium tube was easy to fit 
and cuts travel by a handy 10 degrees

‘Brace yourself…’ 

Relph’s 73-year-old 

dad clambers on
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In-demand early 

Street Triples 

are a hot buy

Depreciation. Your bike is almost 

certainly worth less, a lot less, 

than it was when you bought it.

There are exceptions, of course: 

(some) classics are appreciating 

very nicely, but if you’re buying 

modern stuff, or even stuff up to a 

decade old, it can be tricky if you 

want to be sure you have some 

residual value left.

First, buy a popular model. A 

really popular model. You may 

not want to look like everyone 

else on the street, but hundreds 

of thousands of people didn’t 

buy Suzuki GSX-Rs because they 

were crap. A bike that sold like 

hot cakes when it was current 

will almost certainly be in strong 

demand later. Dealers like 

popular models because they’re 

dead easy to sell on and will 

always give a good trade-in price.

Right now, there are a few 

contenders among bikes 

produced in the last half-dozen 

years. Top of the list, and I’m not

saying this just because I’ve got 

one, is the Triumph Street Triple, 

Mark One version with the round 

headlights. OK, the new model 

may be better on paper, but 

Triumph has smoothed out the 

naughty rough edge that delighted 

everyone. It may be more capable, 

but it’s just a little less fun.

Secondly, we have the Suzuki 

SV650. Now this is getting a bit 

long in the tooth, agreed, but it has 

always been a cracking budget 

buy, and was always a better 

bike than the 600 Bandit. It’s also 

proved mechanically tough, and 

cheap to service.

And in third place, another 

Suzuki: the GSX-R750. Visually 

hard to tell from the 600 (and the 

1000), and the perfect balance 

between them. The original GSX-R 

was a 750, too, and this is one bike 

that will never go out of style.

Next week - modern bikes that 

are depreciating fast

‘Some bikes never 

go out of fashion’

Honda CBR600F, 1997, 19,000 
miles, £1300 
Seller says: Owned for seven 

years, new MoT, best colours (red/

black/white). Neil says: 1997 FV 

model, steel frame model with 

ram-air induction. 105bhp, 150mph, 

supernatural reliability and quality, 

and it will do absolutely everything. 

Kawasaki ER-6F, 2006, £2100
Seller says: 12,000 miles, new MoT, 

being sold due to non-motorcycle 

accident. Neil says: Huge fun, 

wonderful power spread from the 

parallel-twin, very frugal, bodywork 

buzzes a bit, but this is a viable 

alternative to a BMW F800ST. At this 

price, a steal.

ALSO CATCHING MY EYE THIS WEEK

THE BUYER
Neil Murray makes a living buying & selling 

pre-loved metal – and he’s on your side

0 0 9 8 73 0 0 1 0 14 0 0 9 1 21

More than other styles of bike, many 

cruiser or custom machines have 

large clubs associated with or formed 

around them. From local bike meets 

to the colossal Harley Owners Group 

(HOG) there’s something about these 

bikes that encourages owners to meet 

up, show off their bikes, share info and 

of course, get hammered. Indian have 

just launched the Indian Motorcycle 

Riders Group. The official launch party 

will be on September 12 at Fakk am 

See in Austria and I’m hoping to make it 

there on the Scout. 

Life with the Versys is pretty sweet, 

but I do have one gripe – the predicted 

fuel range. It counts down steadily as 

the miles roll by until it gets to 30 miles 

and then suddenly tells you have a 

range of zero miles left. The last time 

it happened I rode for a further five 

miles before stopping for fuel. Given 

that a moment earlier I had a range of 

30 miles I expected there to be at least 

a couple of litres left in the tank, but 

when I fuelled I discovered there were 

only 0.5 litres left and I wasn’t far from 

being stranded. Worth noting.

The Beach Boys were wrong. When 

it comes to motorcycling, there are 

no such things as good vibrations and 

I’m fed-up with having numb fingers 

after longer rides. MCN reader Jack 

Leverton emailed me to tell me of a 

solution that he’s found, from a small 

company based in the States. HVMP 

produce heavy, stainless-steel, bar-

ends specifically to help reduce the 

vibrations that tend to come from 

parallel-twins. They’re around £45 plus 

shipping from the US (www.hvmp.com) 

and I have a set on order.

RIDER: Ped Baker RIDER: Michael Guy RIDER: Steve Hunt

INDIAN SCOUT

£10,399

KAWASAKI VERSYS 

1000 £9749

BMW F800R 

£7855
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wrist and elbow pointing down in an 

uncomfortable, six o’clock position.

That meant a quick-action throttle 

tube was the order of the day, but as 

KTM offered no alternative, I took 

my search online. Owners of Duke 

390s (effectively the naked version 

of the RC) had been experimenting 

with a throttle tube from a Baja quad, 

but fitting that meant modifying my 

KTM’s existing switchgear housing 

which I didn’t want to do. A little more 

rummaging took me to an American 

firm called G2 Ergonomics (www.

g2ergo.com) who make replacement 

throttle tubes out of machined 

aluminium for $70, roughly £40, and 

produce a version for the 390.

Fitting it was as simple as 

unscrewing the housing, slipping the 

standard plastic tube off, then slipping 

the new aluminium tube on and 

adjusting the cable. Comparing the 

cams on the end of the standard and 

G2 throttle tubes revealed that the 

aftermarket tube had a cam roughly 

10% bigger than standard, offering a 

reduction in wrist angle of around 10° 

On the road the benefits are subtle; 

full throttle wrist angle has been 

reduced slightly, however the biggest 

boon is just how smooth the new 

throttle is to operate. It feels so much 

more direct and gives the bike a more 

quality feel. The only downside is that 

the KTM’s standard handlebar grips 

are too wide to fit over the new tube, 

so I also need to invest in new grips.

KTM tell me that the 2016 390 

Duke will come with a quick-action 

throttle as standard, and this will no 

doubt filter through to the RC390 too. 
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Giving a motorcycle topbox an aesthetic appeal

must be a challenge that’s up there with crocodile

dentistry. But Italian specialists Givi are having a

crack at making one of biking’s most pragmatic

purchases something more than a necessity.

Givi’s Maxia series has been going since 1991,

and this is the fourth incarnation of the topbox. Its

capacity has been increased to 56 litres, which can

comfortably accommodate two full-face helmets.

The outer edge has been strengthened to give

more rigidity, and outer bands and reflectors have 

been redesigned to refresh the look.

The restyled lid also features a choice of

finishes. The reflectors are available in either red

or smoked form, while the inserts can be made

from either carbon-look material or anodised

aluminium. Boxes with the carbon-look inserts

cost £258.78, with the aluminium inserts raising 

the price to £271.07.

Covers can be replaced to suit the bike

or individual taste, with versions available

in either white, grey, blue, red, neon yellow

or replacements in the standard black. The

covers cost an additional £34.80 (add an extra

£6 for the yellow) on top of the box, so the total

price including a colour-matched cover rises to

£293.58 for the carbon-look insert version, or 

£305.87 with aluminium. www.givi.co.uk

TOP OF
THE BOX

6
The number of different

colours available for

interchangeable covers,

to suit your bike’s colour

(or to clash if that’s the

way you prefer it).

Three steps to load-lugging heaven

1
The first step is

fitting a base for the

topbox. On bikes that

already have a rear rack,

that means buying a Givi

adaptor plate to convert

it to suit the topbox that’s

being mounted. Prices

depend on the bike, but it

could be up to £150 for 

some machines.

2
Choosing the box is a

matter of how much

space you need. The

Maxia 4 holds 56 litres and

Givi promises it will store

two full-face helmets. It

uses the Givi Security Key

system that’s stronger than

previous generations and

can be matched so one key

opens topbox and panniers.

3
Now choose the

accessories. A foam

backrest (£46.99)

makes a pillion’s life more

comfortable, or if 56 litres of

storage space isn’t enough

then a metal rack (£60.33)

can be fitted to hold Givi’s

30, 40 or 80-litre rollbags

(£49.02-£83.46) with their

dedicated straps (£9 a pair).

GEAR

Hard luggage maestros
Givi go to town on the
V56 Maxia 4 topbox 
£258.78

Givi’s cavernous V56

topbox is now bigger,

sturdier and more

customisable than 

ever before

56

MCN SAYS
Tony Hoare, Consumer Editor

There’s a stigma attached to the

topbox that could go back to the frame-

mounted Rickman efforts of the 1970s,

but the newer designs have moved

things on a long way. Givi have a huge 

hold on the market, with sub-

brand Kappa providing the 

main competition. 

THE RIVAL
Kappa K53 Monokey

Givi have the top-end plastic luggage

market largely wrapped up – rivals

Kappa are owned by the same firm.

Kappa’s K53 has a little less space and

fewer gadgets than the new Maxia, 

but costs at least £38 less.

www.kappamoto.com



Spanish firm NZI has released

new designer graphics on

a range of its new-for-2015

helmets, including the Speed

Star scheme on their Street

Track lid (above). The design is

embedded in the thermoplastic

shell during production, and

it’s one of six new graphics for

four different models of lid

including two open-face and two

full-facers. The Street Track

has a removable and washable

lining, and the strap secures

with a click-style fastener. NZI

can embed your own design on

the Street Track for a premium

of £50-£60 and a wait of up

to six weeks. As well as new

graphics on the Street Track,

there are similar designs for

the other three open-face

models – TonUp, Rolling and

Zeta. The TonUp costs around

£105 depending on design and

is a simple open-facer with a

removable liner and integrated

visor. The Zeta (approx £80) is

similar but with a more retro

shape and a half visor. The

Rolling comes with a dropdown

sun visor rather than a clear

visor and will cost in the region

of £119. On sale next month.

Qwww.ve-uk.com/nzihelmets

#MCNwednesday
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With summer (hopefull

to rain down scorchers

shockers, a pair of lightwe

gloves could be just the thin

many light motocross-style g

these have a goatskin palm for

protection where you’re most lik

to need it – and a plastic knuckle

guard to deflect big impacts and

flicked stones. The fingers are pre-

curved for extra comfort. They come

in blue, red, green, black or white.

Q www.partseurope.eu

The first modification on plenty of riders’

wishlists is to ditch their bike’s beefy

numberplate holder and mudguard.

Powerbronze have leapt to attention with

a slimline replacement for Suzuki’s new

GSX-S1000. It’s made from steel that’s been

powdercoated black for weather-resistance,

and has built-in mounts to attach mini

indicators. The original numberplate light 

is replaced by a built-in LED version.

Qwww.powerbronze.co.uk

Textile jacket for women tha

Spada promise will take them

through the whole year than

to its removable thermal lini

It has an adjustable waist be

with further adjusters at the

arms and hips, and stretch

panels in key areas. It has a

fixed waterproof membrane

armour for shoulders and

elbows, and a short zip to

connect it to matching Spada

trousers. It comes in black/

white or silver, in sizes 10-18.

Qwww.spadaclothing.co.uk

Icon Overlord M
gloves £34.99

bronze
t iltidy for Suzuki 
GSX-S1000 £65

Spada Lula jacket £114.95

NZI Street
Track helmet
£117 (approx)
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All leathers, boots, gloves,

helmets & back protection will be

supplied if required, and are

included in the price.

t: 01332 883323 e: enquiries@haslamraceschool.com

www.haslamraceschool.com

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Save up to £243 with a Multi-Bike  
policy through Carole Nash*

If you ride more than one bike, you could save money!*

Opening hours: Mon Fri 8am 8pm, Sat 9am 5pm, Sun 10am 4pm. *Based on an average customer saving
of £243. Saving compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old male
with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda 900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants
Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a 
trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

You can only get this offer by calling

0800 093 5577
carolenash.com
Six Wheel  |  Multi-Bike  |  Off Road  |  Custom  |  Future Classic  |  Modern Bike  |  Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes
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www.carbtune.com

CARBTUNE PRO
Carb and fuel injection throttle balancer.
��	s test scored the new Carbtune highest, the most accurate multi-
gauge device and the only tool “Recommended”.
Buy direct online or by mail, phone, fax or email.
Quick dispatch. Technical advice and back-up.
Full instructions and guarantee, Nitrile hoses and stronger dampers. 
5mm and 6mm adapters to fit virtually any bike.
4-column works on twins, triples and fours.

2-column – £45
4-column – £59
Quality storage TOOLPOUCH £7 if bought with Carbtune Pro.
Visit website for details.
Pay with credit or debit card or cheques/PO payable to:
Morgan Carbtune Ltd, Unit 33N Townsend Enterprise Park,
Townsend Street, Belfast BT13 2ES, UK.
Tel: 028 9023 9007 Fax: 028 9024 7294
Email: morgan@carbtune.com

s5+ 0�0 a�
s!)2-!), %52/0% a�
s!)2-!),�2%34�/&�7/2,$�a�}

01398 351595     www.cosy-bike.co.uk

The first heated motorcycle cover with VCI Protection

Gently maintaining a corrosion free environment for your motorcycle

Just set to the desired
heat setting

GET IT WITHThe BEST

place to buy

biking  kit!

Light and well

ventilated, but

with plenty of

protection too

Neater numberplate

hanger smartens the

GSX-S1000’s rear end

Well-priced jacket is

ready for all-year use

TonUp has full-length clear visor

Embed your own

design in the

shell for a

unique lid

Rolling has integrated sun visor

and the Zeta has a half-coverage clear visor
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‘Oh I do l
proper p
Knox Roberta women’s leather 
jacket, £349.99
Tester: Alison Silcox

Time used: Three months/1500 miles

What’s good? The jacket looks great and I love t

retro styling, in particular the collar and closure

flap at the front. The leather is soft and supple,

making it comfortable from the first time I wore

it. I’m long in the arm and this jacket fits perfect

which isn’t always the case. I also like the fact it

hasn’t got tight, restrictive cuffs. The pockets ar

great, being plenty big enough to carry a mobile

phone or purse, and the zip is sturdy.

What’s not? There isn’t any armour within the

jacket, so a separate armoured base layer needs

to be bought to give protection – and that costs

another £100. There is also a slightly over-

complicated gusset section which means the

jacket can be reduced in size so that it fits prope

if I’m not wearing the armoured base layer. This

does mean the jacket looks a lot better when yo

not riding. But if I’m honest I’m not sure I would 

ever remove

the armoured

layer – I haven’t

so far.

Contact:

www.planet-

knox.com 

58

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Sleeve length and styling, in

particular the flappy collar.

The pockets are great too.

Over-complicated resizing 

gusset.

+

-

25
ign, and also

ur – but the

for shoulder,

ction, rather

te undershirt.

d of resizing 

it with or 

our.

g are excellent,

nerous sleeve

uff diameter

tight, either

Zipped pockets aren

a token fashion featur

offer loads of useful r

for storing stuff

1500
MILES
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Tester: Tony Hoare

Time used: One year

What’s good? This pump has

been MCN office equipment

for the past year and whenever someone

on our team has to sort out their tyres,

this gets the gig. It has so far proven more

durable than footpumps, which have various areas

that can often end up damaged (such as broken

air hoses or collapsing supports), and it’s capable

of inflating tyres very quickly. It also has a wider

base than a footpump so it sits more steadily on

the ground. The pressure gauge on ours is pretty

accurate, but it’s always best to check with a

dedicated gauge. It can even inflate to 120psi,

so it’s suitable for all bicycles too.

What’s not? The price is quite high for a tyre 

pump, but then so is the quality.

Contact: www.oxprod.com

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Tester: An

Time used

months/90

What’s go

the tough water buffa

stylish looks and the

of the shoulder and e

The aged look keeps t

unobtrusive when wo

bike. It has three outs

two inner pockets and

for a back protector. T

zips are great quality

adjusters keep the fit

BMW logos are subtle

What’s not? It isn’t waterproof,

but I have treated it with a leather

waterproofing agent that works

brilliantly (www.duckswax.co.uk). I

need to wear underlayers in colder 

weather, but the fit allows for that.

It’s very expensive too.

Contact: bmw-motorrad.co.uk 

Quality ★★★★★

Value ★★★★★

Tester: Simon Brown

Time used: 500 mile

one month

What’s good? These

shorty gloves are dead comfy

in summer thanks to perforated

leather on the backs of the hand

thumb and there’s decent feel

for the controls. The price is

attractive too, and if you aren’t

keen on the sand colour you’ll

be pleased to hear they also

come in black.

What’s not? While I’m happy

to wear them on quick jaunts,

the elasticated wrist/Velcro

restraint doesn’t feel sufficiently

secure. If the Velcro offered more

adjustment, I’d be more convinced 

they wouldn’t come off in a spill.

Contact www.spadaclothing.co.uk

Quality ★★★★★

Value ★★★★★

Oxford Track Pump with gauge £29.99

BMW BlackLea

Spada Forty4 Driver glo

WIN

Want to get your hands on some

top biking goodies for free?

It’s easy, so register now at

winit.motorcyclenews.com

Honda RCV-S media pack
You could win this limited-

edition kit from the launch of

Honda’s RC213V-S at Catalunya.

Enter until August 31 

ne

rty

ets

y,

CE-approved

d elbow armour.

Enter until October 7

Spidi Track
Jacket,
£389.99
The Track is a

racing leather

jacket shaped

on Spidi’s

k

uct

Enter until  October 7

Twisty Ride iPhone
mount & iPhone 6, £640
Waterpoof mount and charger,

with an Apple iPhone to use in it!

Enter until September 30

ONE
YEAR

9000
MILES

ONE
MONTH
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Q How can I keep my lovely new 
leathers in top condition?

Could you advise on the best care

products for my new leathers?

Bob Manchester, email

Answered by Keith Roissetter,

Infinity Motorcycles

Saddle soap is a great place to start.

It’s readily available from bike and

horse shops and many use this on

its own as they’re happy with the

cleaning and treating properties it

offers. Storm is the brand we stock

and we get positive feedback about it. 

The latest stuff from Muc-Off 

makes some good claims and they

offer a good sized tube of both cleaner

and protector (£7 for each). Autoglym

make a £6 leather cleaner cream,

which works well on my bike seat,

and they also have a leather care

balm for £7.50). Dainese make a small

twin-pack of treatment for £19.98

whilst Putoline come to the party with

leather wax for £7.

Always read the instructions and

try a small area first to check for

colour issues. The back of the calf is 

my favourite.

Q How do I get
my sluggish

GSX-R750 back
on the pace?

I love my Suzuki GSX-R750 K8 but

it has become really sluggish right

through the rev range. There’s an FI 

code C46 showing up.

John Ryan, email

Answered by Keith Ball,

Streetbike

The K8 has an Exhaust Control

Valve that closes at 3000rpm

to get through the EU emissions

regulations, then reopens at

3200rpm. It’s a guillotine valve

operated by two cables and if it

seizes or a different electrical

resistance comes through to the

ECU, the motor stops. You can’t get

a replacement valve for the system

and a set of new downpipes is £1000.

Some people say you can move it

with a spanner, but it’s not like an

EXUP valve on a Yamaha. Instead

it has a small gearing system with

plastic parts and if you get a spanner

on it you will probably shear them

off. You really need to get it in dealer

setting mode at a workshop and let

them set it open. There are wires you

can disconnect, but they vary from

model to model and it’s a job for an

expert. You also get the FI code up

if you fit an aftermarket pipe, but

some brands have plug-ins for the O
2

sensor that clear that, so I’d always 

look to get one of those makes.

It could be tricky to fix sluggish Gixxer

I’ve always wanted a 1950s Moto

Guzzi Cardellino after seeing one

when I was a kid on holiday in

Italy, and the pension rule reforms

mean I now have the budget. But

most of the bikes I’ve seen are in

Europe and I’m not sure where to 

start bringing one in.

Gerald Luff, email

Answered by Chris Dabbs, MCN

When you’ve found the bike you 

want make sure it has its correct

registration document and any

other papers as you’ll need to

present them to UK Customs

and Excise for any import duty

payable and to get the bike re-

registered in the UK. As long as

the bike is more than 50 years old

then a lower Classic and Historic

VAT rate of five per cent applies.

Don’t use it on British roads until

it’s on a UK-plate as there can 

be hefty fines to pay. There are

plenty of firms who offer trailer 

delivery services.

MCN reader Graham Howie

brought a Nimbus – a 1950s

Danish four-cylinder bike – back

from Denmark to Manchester

using Chas Mortimer delivery

service, which cost him £470.

Graham had a bit of trouble

sorting out paying for the bike,

converting Sterling to Danish 

Kroner. When he checked the

exchange rate offered by his bank

and the charges it added over 4%

to the agreed price. After a search

online, he found TransferWise,

an online-only operation that

offers you the same mid-market

rates you see on the news, not

the ‘Tourist rate’. On the £5700 he

sent to Denmark he worked out

it saved him £300 in hidden fees 

compared to using a bank.

OWNING & RIDING

ANY QUESTION

ANSWERED
If we don’t know the answer, we’ll fi nd he person who does

Importing that

dream classic is

easier than you’d

think. Just be sure

it has its papers

Storm
Saddle Soap

Muc-off Cleaner
and Protector

Autoglym Leather
Cleaner

How easy is it to buy a classic 
and import it yourself?

Q

£7.99
£7 EACH £6

60
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CB500X is
forking awful

over bumpy roads

I have bought a new Honda CB500X

and generally find it very good except

for the front end, which seems very

harsh, especially on rougher patches

of road. There’s no adjustment so

what can I do to improve matters? I 

weigh approximately 98kg.

Richard Bradley, email

Answered by Gareth Evans,

Reactive Suspension

The CB500X has very basic damper

rod forks with fixed orifices for the

damping oil to flow through, so they

lock up at high suspension speeds

on rough roads and are too soft at

low speed. That harshness is mainly

damping with some spring thrown in.

You need a pair of emulators for £149

with 15-weight oil and 0.85-0.9kg per

mm springs matched to your weight 

for £95 for a pair.

Q Health issues
mean I need a

light bike for £1000

I’ve had a stroke which has left me

weaker on the left side. I think my

Honda Deauville is now just too heavy,

so I need a lighter bike, but I’ll only have 

about £1000 to spend on the deal.

Ray Stone, email

Answered by Michael Neeves, MCN

A naked bike would be a lot lighter than 

the Deauville and plenty fall within

your budget, but you’re not going to

get the weather protection. However,

there are half-faired versions of bikes

like the Suzuki SV650, Kawasaki ZR-7

or Suzuki Bandit 650 on sale now at

mcnbikesforsale.com if you could

stretch to a few more quid. The SV

especially sits you ‘in’ and low down on 

the bike and has a peachy engine.

Those budget forks can be improved

SV650S is low, cheap and top fun too

Q My lawyer
doesn’t seem

to be on the case

Last week I was involved in an

accident when a car pulled out

from a junction from my left (my

right of way, not speeding according

to a witness and the police) and I

collided with the front wing of the

vehicle, before being launched over

the top of their car. I have multiple

injuries consistent with hitting a car

at 40mph. I was wondering what

kind of compensation should I be

expecting. Also my bike is being kept

in storage, which is incurring fees

and my solicitor doesn’t seem great. 

S Adams, Newquay

Your compensation for pain,

suffering and loss of amenity will

depend on your prognosis, which

medical experts shall be instructed

to advise upon in due course. Also it

will depend on the extent of financial

losses flowing from the accident, for

example loss of earnings, the cost

of future private surgery and so on.

I am unable to give you figures at

this stage. If you are not happy with 

Answered by Kevin and Julia

Sanders who rode around the

globe in 19 ½ days (two-up)

earning a Guinness Record

Travelling with a pillion is an

awesome way to share an

adventure. But there are a few

adjustments that have to be

made. If you haven’t already,

you’ll need to brush up on your

slow control as it will be more

important than ever with the

extra weight. Get used to riding 

slowly with a precise throttle,

clutch and back brake in tight

situations. The key is practice, 

so load up your bike with

gear and take a few dry runs.

Suspension will also come into

play, so if your bike isn’t up to

the task then upgrade the rear

shock or shocks. If that’s too

costly then increase the preload

and adjust the set-up for two-up

riding and don’t forget to inflate

your tyres to the recommended 

pressures for riding with a 

passenger. Use your back brake

more to reduce the amount of 

dive at the front.

Changing gear earlier and 

sometimes going up two

gears at a time can help with

smoothness. If you can stretch

the budget to a comfort seat or

an AirHawk pad (£165-£175,

www.airhawk.co.uk) your pillion 

will thank you. And the final

bit of advice is to pick up an

intercom system, which makes

all the difference on long rides. 

What are the secrets of long-
distance pillion lugging?

Q

How important 
are chains?

Chain drive may seem simple, but

there’s a lot of complicated stuff

going on. One oddity is how the

efficiency of chain drive changes

with speed. Chains are around 98%

efficient at low speeds, but at high

speeds this can fall as low as 85%.

This is partly due to friction from

the bearing surfaces. Larger-

pitch chains with bigger-diameter

bearing pins are needed to transmit

high power, but while the friction

increases more or less in proportion

to the pin diameter, it increases with 

the square of the speed.

More energy is lost through

inertial forces, which also increase

with speed squared. At the top of

the chain run, the links are travelling

at a constant speed and direction,

so there are no energy losses. But 

when the links meet the sprocket,

they’re forced to change direction

until they’re travelling just as fast in

almost the opposite direction at the

bottom of the run. It takes energy to 

make them do that.

Sprocket sizes are also

important. It’s best to have an odd

number of teeth on one sprocket

and an even number on the other, 

Kevin and Julia are

world record holders

for two-up riding. And

they’re still talking

Q

TRAVEL & TOURING

‘If you are fully-

comp your insurer

should arrange to

collect the bike’

Andrew

Campbell
Solicitor and author

of the MCN Law

column for the last 

five years

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer.

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk or 

call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your legal questions

Q

your insurer-appointed lawyers you

are still within the 14-day cooling

off period so you can cancel their

instruction and switch firms.

If you are fully comprehensively

insured your insurer should be

arranging for the collection and

repair (if it is not a write-off) of your

bike. If your opponent has admitted

liability they can be invited to deal

with this. If there is currently a

liability dispute and you are not

fully-comprehensively insured,

then it is your responsibility to make 

arrangements for its collection.

Reasonable storage fees are

recoverable from the third party

assuming your claim succeeds. But

you cannot leave the bike in storage 

incurring fees indefinitely. 
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Go too small with the front sprocket

and you’ll feel pulsing in the chain

TECH WATCH
as this makes wear more even. The

front sprocket mustn’t be too small,

either – partly because there won’t

be enough teeth engaged with the

chain to transmit the power, but

also because a tight circle increases

inertial losses and bearing friction.

A less obvious reason is called

the ‘polygonal effect’. When the

chain is on the sprocket it forms a

polygon shape, where each link is

one side of the polygon. This leads

to cyclic speed changes: when a

link first reaches the sprocket,

each roller touches it first at the

bottom of the valley between the

sprocket’s teeth. But as the chain

moves around and the polygon is

formed, the contact point between

sprocket and chain moves further

up the tooth which is pushing the

link around. This changes the

effective diameter of the sprocket

as the chain goes around it, creating

pulsing speed changes which you

feel as driveline roughness. The

bigger the sprocket, the less this 

effect is.
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Huge
stock for
all models
post 1970. 

we go the extra mile

Fast, competitive international shipping

01484 353 600 • 0845 458 0077 • www.motorworks.co.uk

SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

APRILIA BMW

www.motorcyclenews.com

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000
motorcycles for sale
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www.dkmotorcycles.co.ukPRICES FROM £2995. OVER 60 MACHINES IN STOCK.

SUZUKI VL1500 INTRUDER
2006 BLACK

42694 MILES £4,999

HONDA VTX1300
2007 BURGUNDY

26317 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VS800 INTRUDER
2005 SILVER

19060 MILES £3,999

YAMAHA XV17OO WARRIOR
2006 SILVER

6684 MILES £6,999

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2013 WHITE

6423 MILES £7,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON
FXDL DYNA LOW RIDER 2005 BLUE

34788 MILES £7,999

SUZUKI VL1500 INTRUDER
2006 SILVER 9413 MILES

£5,999

SUZUKI LS650 SAVAGE
1996 RED

18645 MILES £2,999

SUZUKI M1500 INTRUDER
2011 BLACK

4991 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2012 WHITE

9631 MILES £7,699

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2004 RED/SILVER

33159 MILES £5,999

HONDA VTX1300
2007 BLK/RED

19226 MILES £5,999

HONDA VTX1800
2006 BLACK

11363 MILES £6,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2008 BLACK

41809 MILES £7,999

YAMAHA XVS1100 DRAGSTAR
2000 GREY/SILVER

15675 MILES £3,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2005 BLACK

30838 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2005 ORANGE

24895 MILES £6,499

SUZUKI VL1500 BOULEVARD
2006 GREY

30792 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VS800 INTRUDER
2005 BLACK

20304 MILES £3,999

SUZUKI C50 BOULEVARD
2007 SILVER

49455 MILES £4,799

YAMAHA XV1900 RAIDER
2009 SILVER

17188 MILES £8,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XLH1200 SPORTSTER
2003 WHITE

14531 MILES £5,499

YAMAHA XV1300 MIDNIGHT STAR
2007 BLACK

30334 MILES £4,999

YAMAHA XV1700 ROADSTAR
2004 BLK/RED

12208 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VL1500 BOULEVARD
2005 BLACK

14902 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI M1800 INTRUDER
2006 BLACK

16996 MILES £6,999

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
2001 BLUE/CREAM

32084 MILES £3,999

HONDA VT750 BLACK SPIRIT
2010 BLACK

9439 MILES £5,499

KAWASAKI VN900 CLASSIC
2006 RED

12468 MILES £4,999

KAWASAKI VN1700 VOYAGER
2010 SILVER

5941 MILES £10,499

HONDA F6-C VALKYRIE
1998 YELLOW

51317 MILES £7,999

HONDA F6-C TOURER
2000 BLACK/RED

40149 MILES £8,799

YAMAHA XV1700 SILVERADO
2004 BLACK

6441 MILES £6,499

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
2003 RED

19555 MILES £4,599

SUZUKI VL800 VOLUSIA
2004 CHOICE OF FOUR

FROM £3,999

SUZUKI VS1400 INTRUDER
2002 BLACK/GREY

20952 MILES £3,999

YAMAHA V-MAX
2001 GREY

7821 MILES £5,499

SUZUKI DL1000 V-STROM
2008 BLACK

3275 MILES £5,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883C SPORTSTER
2004 RED

40658 MILES £4,999

YAMAHA XV1900 RAIDER
2008 RED

6501 MILES £8,999

YAMAHA XV1700 ROADSTAR
2006 SILVER

12409 MILES £6,599

TRIUMPH TIGER 1050 ABS
2013 WHITE

5904 MILES £8,999

YAMAHA XVS650 V-STAR
2007 BLACK

10456 MILES £4,499

YAMAHA XVS650 V-STAR
2007 BLACK

29938 MILES £4,799

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2013 ORANGE

3377 MILES £8,499

01782
861100

CHOOSE FROM
OVER 200

USED BIKES
SELECTED MODELS COME

WITH LIFETIME MOT, SERVICED
WITH 6 MONTHS WARRANTY.

CAN’T GET
FINANCE?
WE CAN
HELP!

WIDE RANGE
OF CLOTHING

AND
ACCESSORIES

APRILIA

BMW

for over 10,000 motorcycles for sale

The BEST

place to buy

biking  kit!
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BMW

BSA

BUELL

CPI

DUCATI

for over 10,000

motorcycles

for sale

ENFIELD

GAS GAS

HARLEY
DAVIDSON



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more. For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com/digital

Find 1000’s more bikes online at mcnbikesforsale.com #MCNWednesday | 19 August 2015 |65

HARLEY
DAVIDSON

HONDA
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HYOSUNGHONDA

OR CALL

0844 409 7587

KAWASAKI

www.motorcyclenews.com
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KAWASAKI

Need help finding your perfect bike?

Find 100’s of bike reviews online at

KTM

1000’s more
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

LAVERDA

MOTO-GUZZI

MV-AGUSTA

NORTON

PIAGGIO

SUZUKI
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SUZUKI

1000’s more
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

SYM

TRIUMPH
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TRIUMPH
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TRIUMPH

for over 10,000

motorcycles

for sale

VICTORY

YAMAHA

1000’s more
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

OR CALL

0844 409 7587
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www.hagon-shocks.co.uk

PART TIMEMOTORCYCLE
INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED FOR
BUSY NORTH LONDON SITE

V Full training given
V No previous experience required
VWeekend work is essential
V You must have held a full bike licence for
over three years

Please contact Daniel Everitt
at Camrider on 0208 0459889
dan.everitt@camrider.com

ANYTHING
CONSIDERED

IMMEDIATE
COLLECTION

ANYWHERE
CASH WAITING

01978 821765

07836 369642

ALL BIKES
WANTED

DAMAGED
BIKES

EXHAUSTS

‘4–1’s’ ROAD, RACE, CUSTOM,
ENDURO, CLASSIC &

REPLACEMENT ORIGINALS,
4 STROKE ONLY.
1970 TO DATE.

(Also VMax Specialists).

TEL: 024 7644 2054
www.exactrep.co.uk
COBRA MA·RVING EAGLE

NORMANDY
LA MOTTE

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

BLACK FOREST, GERMANY
Pension Williams

Small
English run
hotel just 5
minutes from
the famous
B500.
Relax, unwind

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

requires experienced
OWNER RIDERS

FOR BUSY CENTRAL
LONDON COURIER

COMPANY
Minimum & Distance Work.

xda job allocation.
Weekly BAC’s Payment

0207 685 1112

WEBUYALL
BIKES.24/7

BEST CASH
PRICES PAID 24/7

08458-601122
webuyallbikes@mail.com

PORTUGAL
PAINTSHOP

HOSTEL & BAR
FIGUEIRA DA FOZ,
SILVER COAST

Bikes, Beaches, Bars & Babes!
Watch Moto GP, WSB, BSB
in our Rossi Sports Bar

Contact Steve & Debbie for more info:-
info@paintshophostel.com
www.paintshophostel.com

Tel: UK +44 (0) 7810 374 522
or Portugal +351 233 436 633

0208 293 5335

BELGIAN COAST
Bikers Loft Groenedijk

Biker Friendly Motel
Park your Bike inside!

Just outside your room door!
info@grd.be www.grd.be

Tel: 0032 59 268540

0208 293 5335

ALL BIKES

WANTED
Cash paid, Will collect,

Friendly professional service,
Finance settled,

Approx valuation by phone,
Contact Norman

07747 810259
www.hythehillmotorcycles.co.uk

YAMAHA

SHOCK ABSORBERS

CLASSIC &
VINTAGE

Need help finding your perfect bike?

Find 100’s of bike reviews online at

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!
CUSTOM

OFF ROAD

WANTED &
EXCHANGE

ROAD RACING

SITUATIONS VACANT

ACCOMMODATION

www.motorcyclenews.com

BRAKE DISCS

EXHAUSTS

FORKS
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KAWASAKI

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR

EUROPE’S LARGEST PARTS STOCKIST

e: spares ow ers.co.uk

SPARES 
Same day dispatch!

0117 972 5597

IN SURREY

CALL 020 8399 7449
FOR ALL YOUR HONDA NEEDS

Most service items reduced
312-320 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey

www.honda-tippetts.co.uk

AUTOCOM
DEALER

GIVI
DEALER

HONDA PARTS IN LONDON AND THROUGHOUT UK!
ALL HONDA PARTS MOTORCYCLE,

MOTOCROSS & POWER EQUIPMENT

ORDER ONLINE, OR CALL:

01728 833020
www.davidsilverspares.co.uk
sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk

s 1000’s of NOS parts, many rare/obsolete
s Reproduction parts for your 60’s-90’s Honda
s  Searches conducted if not in stock

Vintage Honda parts specialist
since
1986

PARTS ACCESSORIES & ESSENTIAL LUBRICANTS FUEL TUBE GIFT IDEAS

Motorcycle Tyre Specialists
TAMWORTH, STAFFS B79 7XA - 2 miles from Junction 10 M42

Large stocks of Motorcycle Tyres
Wheel removal available

Tel: 01827 62174
www.tyrelinkuk.co.uk
sales@tyrelinkuk.co.uk

Main Dealer
Stockist for tyres
DUNLOP, AVON,
BRIDGESTONE,

PIRELLI, METZELER,
MICHELIN

Ride In Ride Out Service
TUBELESS PUNCTURE

REPAIRS

BATTERIES, BRAKE PADS,

CHAINS, SPROCKETS,

ALL FITTING AVAILABLE

MOT TESTING AND
SERVICING ON MOST

MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES

RUSSELL MOTORS
125/127 FALCON ROAD,

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE
TEL: 020 7228 1714

20
YEARS

SERVICE

SHOW PLATES
from £9.95
+ £2.00 P&P

Standard Plates
7x5.5, 7x5, 6x4.5, 10x2.5, 9x3, 9x2 ..................£9.95
8x6 Plates.......................................................£11.95
Any other size cut to order ............................+ £1.00
Names or Slogans.........................................+ £1.50
Borders (black) ........ + £1.00 ...... Colour......+ £2.00
Smoked Plates..............................................+ £2.00
Honeycomb backings....................................+ £3.00
Custom Lettered Plates.................................+ £2.00
Polycarb (off road) Plates ....................... from £10.00
Black and Silver acrylic plates ........................£11.95
Black and Chrome acrylic plates.....................£13.95
U.S. Style Harley Plates
8.5x5 or 7x4.5 inc. border, slogan & reg date..£14.95

Credit card orders on

01254 663213
or send cheques or postal orders to

AUTO REG
357 Preston New Rd Blackburn BB2 7AA

PLEASE NOTE: We no longer manufacture ROAD LEGAL PLATES

www.autoreg.net
EXPRESS SERVICE + £2.00

MOTOLINER LTD
Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

Cast wheels
repaired from £55

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

w w w. a a ro n r a d i a t o r. c o. u k

5 4 W h i t e h o r s e L a n e, L o n d o n S E 2 5 6 R Q
w w w. a a ro n r a d i a t o r. c o. u k

Est. 1962

Radiators &
Oil-Coolers
New or repaired

Modern / Classic / Vintage
National Service

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHASBIKES 
LTD

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES
IN CENTRAL LONDON

020 7582 7878

Qualstitch
The Bikers Tailor

Alterations,Repairs,
Zip Replacements to
Leathers, Clothing,

Gloves, Boots, Bags.
Seats Recovered.

If it needs Stitching
Contact us.
@Marshalls

T:01332 771716
E:info@qualstitch.com

W:Qualstitch.com

ABC Tyres Bridgend

HIGH GRADE PART
WORN TYRES

Specialising in
190-55-17, 180-55-17,

120-70-17 tyres
Mail order next day delivery

Tel: 01656 662202

genuine spare

parts

BIKERS WORLD

Solus Aprilia dealer for all
your Aprilia spares.

(Mail Order)

East Grinstead

01342 325955

G
9421

0208 293 5335

VISORS

PINLOCK

www.ridersoffshore.com

Call now on

01481 728300 

THE IMAGE WORKS
motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics
X Latest Race Replicas
X One-Offs
X 20 YEARS experience
X Insurance Approved
X Country’s BIGGEST database
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

01484 353 600

0845 485 0077

www.motorworks.co.uk

TRIUMPHNEW/USEDPARTS/

ACCESSORIESHINCKLEYMODELS.

SPRINTMANUFACTURING

WWW.TRIUMPHPARTS.CO.UK01985

850821
�

HELMET &
VISORS

NUMBER
PLATES

RADIATORS

SHOCK
ABSORBERS

SPEEDOS

TYRES

CHROME
PLATING

DECALS

FRAME
STRAIGHTENING

LEATHER
REPAIRS

MOTORCYCLE
TRANSPORTATION

PAINTWORK

SERVICES

SPARES INSURANCE

1000’s more
bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

GET IT WITH

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

Need help finding your perfect bike?

Find 100’s of bike reviews online at

0844 409 7587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST 5P PER MINUTE

PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S ACCESS CHARGE

A fresh
approach to

insurance

Now available in

Republic of Ireland

Call us FREE on:

1800 945 946*

www.principalinsurance.ie

Call us FREE on:

0330 024 1587*

Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes. *Calls to
this number cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and
must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 or 02 calls.

Principal Insurance Ltd, Dalton House,
Dane Rd, Sale, Manchester M33 7AR. 
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Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm.
*Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/magsubs-terms-and-conditions. New business Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. ^Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/bike-giveaway-terms-and-conditions.
On Modern, Classic or Six Wheel quotes. ^^DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered 
in England and Wales no. 2600841.

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend 

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 542 6649

carolenash.com

Six Wheel | Multi-Bike | Off Road | Custom | Future Classic | Modern Bike | Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes

� UK & European breakdown and accident recovery,
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

� Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event of 
an accident which is not your fault

� RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage cover 
when riding other bikes

� FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^^

� Dedicated UK based call centre

CALL & QUOTE MAGS15

FREE magazine subscription 
with EVERY quote*

You’re on to a 
winner with
Carole Nash!

WIN YOUR
BIKING YEAR!
GET A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED

INTO OUR PRIZE DRAW!^
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#thatswhyiride

*Prize draw available to direct quotes only obtained before 31st October 2015.
For full Terms and Conditions please visit www.bennetts.co.uk/whyiride-tcs.
†Full details of Bennetts Exclusives can be found when you purchase a policy, register and log in to  
www.bennetts.co.uk/rewards.

That’s why I ride •

Why ride with Bennetts?

•

•

•

Recommended by riders

Common modifications covered as standard    

24 hour claims

Motorcycle insurance specialist

Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses†

Get a new quote at  

bennetts.co.uk

0800 107 0778

For your chance to win a Suzuki GSX-R1000

and a monthly prize of £250 worth of kit*

For the adventure.

Max, 48, Sheffield

To get away from it all.
Jason, 42, Manchester

“

“

0844 409 7587
CALLS TO 0844 NUMBERS ON THIS PAGE COST
5P PER MINUTE PLUS YOUR PHONE COMPANY’S 

ACCESS CHARGE

Freephone:

0800 954 9842
Online quotes at: www.bwzz.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, multi-vehicle, home & travel

O The best policy at the best  
price, buy and save

O We search over 30 insurance
companies

O FREE Breakdown Cover

O FREE legal protection

O Instant cover and instalments

O FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover including 
Personal Accident Cover

Proud sponsors
of the new 2015

Be Wiser
Kawasaki

British Superbike
Team

Call today, get covered and join

mcebikes.com

0844 338 6

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8.30am - 9pm Mon - Fri,
9am - 5pm Sat & 10am - 4pm Sun
Open Bank holidays: 9am - 5.30pm

Or visit us at:

CLUB MCE
Incredible once in a life
at every round of MCE

BE PART OF IT!

*Calls will cost 7 pence per minute, plus your phone               
company's access charge.

*

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. *Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/bike-giveaway-
terms-and-conditions. On Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in 
England and Wales no. 2600841.

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED!*

WIN your biking year on us!  
We’ve got you covered *

BIKE
INSURANCE

£1,000 OF
BIKING GEAR

YEAR’S WORTH
OF FUEL

RON HASLAM
TRACK DAY

SHOW
TICKETS

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE NSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 542 6649



LIKE
THIS? JOIN THE CLUB!

AWESOME MCE BSB EXPERIENCES WITH CLUB MCE!

Cadwell Park, Lincolnshire
Length 2.20 miles

Lap record 1:26.017 (Bryne, 04)

2014 pole position

1:27.066 (Shane Byrne)

2014 race one podium

Bridewell, Byrne, Walker

2014 race two podium

Hickman, Byrne, Bridewell

Charlies

Hairpin
Hall Bends

The Mountain

Paddock

Mansfield

Gooseneck

Chris
Curve

Park

Park
Straight

Barn
Coppice
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LORENZO TAKES 
FIGHT BACK 
TO ROSSI

p82

BSB |  PREVIEW |  CADWELL

Josh Brookes leads at the halfway point
in the MCE British Superbike season
and is now determined to finally win
the series he has spent the last seven
years competing in.

Going into this weekend’s Cadwell
Park round off the back of a pair of
double victories at Brands Hatch and
Thruxton, the arrival of Yamaha’s
new R1 has allowed the Australian to
jump from being a regular winner to
a consistent one.

“I’ve always been what I suppose you
could call a championship contender,
but I’ve never been a championship
challenger before, except for the year
that Shakey fell off at Cadwell and hurt
his shoulder; I actually won that year
in conventional points. I was the most
consistent, scored points in every race
and was a strong challenger – but the
BSB format screwed me!

“I’ve always been fighting a losing
battle on an under-performing bike –
the Suzuki is the best example of that.
I scored 21 podium finishes on it, and
the year after I left they got three. My
efforts have always been strong, but
it has just never worked out. But let’s
not dwell on the past!”

But this year Brookes is insistent that
the chance to finally taste title success
after seven years of trying can’t be left 
solely to the bike.

“There’s every chance, and I still have
every expectation we can improve it –
but that doesn’t mean we’re definitely
going to improve it for the Showdown.
But if the Brands and Thruxton form
is a pattern that can continue, then
maybe we don’t need much more from
the bike now.”

Looking to Cadwell Park this
coming weekend, it may be that the
Lincolnshire track proves to be more of
a test for Brookes’ mettle than Brands
Hatch or Thruxton.

Leaving behind the smooth and fast
Kent track and the Hampshire circuit
he’s dominated at in the past few sea-
sons, he needs to prove his worth at
a track that he admits to not loving.

“Cadwell Park is great for me, with 

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

BSB REPORTER

Brookes wanted to walk away

from BSB after a disappointing

season in 2014. He finished

fourth in the title chase, behind

his Yamaha team-mate Tommy

Bridewell and went hunting for a 

WSB or Moto2 ride.

However, with a change in

fortunes to his BSB career – and

a self-admitted dose of reality

– the 32-year-old says he now

sees his future remaining in the

British series.

“I’m still torn between what I

want to do and what I can do. If

a paid ride on a factory bike in

WSB came up, I’d be there. But

if the next best option is a ride

with a good salary in BSB, then

that’s where I will race.”

And with paddock speculation

suggesting that the Milwaukee

team won’t move to the world

stage – Crescent Motorcycles

are expected to be announced

as the new Yamaha WSB squad

– it may be that one of Brookes’

factory options is now gone.

So, for now, Brookes is fully

focussed on winning his first

BSB title and maybe more in 

coming seasons.

Brookes to
fight for more 
BSB titles

the jump, even though we’ve never rid-
den this model there. We don’t know
how it’s going to handle being airborne
yet, but I guess we’ll find out shortly!

“Normally, I’m not a big fan of the
rest of the circuit. I love doing the
jump, it’s fun, but I’m not a fan of the
rest. I’ll try my hardest, though, and
if we can win we will, and if not we’ll
go down trying!”

And while Brookes may hold the
championship lead, he still lies sec-
ond to reigning champ Shane Byrne
in all-important podium credits. If he
can capitalise on the now-traditional
Shakey mid-season slump and over-
haul the six-point lead he holds then
it’s hard to look beyond the Australian 
as the 2015 title favourite.

BROOKES HAS 
MOUNTAIN 
TO CLIMB
Cadwell may not be
BSB series leader’s
favourite track but 
he’s aiming high

www.motorcyclenews.com

A bogey track for

Brookes, but he’s

vowed to attack

Cadwell hard` 

Brookes happy to stay in Britain

JOSH BROOKES

‘I’ll try my hardest

and if we can win we

will, and if not we’ll

go down trying’
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Jorge Lorenzo
25 points

Untouchable at Brno,

Jorge levels with Rossi

Marc Marquez
20 points

Another strong finish, 

but no longer a contender

Valentino Rossi
16 points

Poor start meant he lost 

touch with leaders

1

2

3

MOTOGP

RACE TOP SPEEDS FASTEST RACE LAP POSITIONS

1’56.048
Marc Marquez Lap 4

Gains and losses 

(grid v finish )position)

195.98
PEDROSA

MPH

Circuit lap record:  

Pedrosa 1’56.027

MOTOGP TOP SPEEDS

195.42mph

195.98mph

193.99mph

193.62mph

192.75mph

192.68mph

Pedrosa

Dovizioso

Marquez

Smith

P Espargaro

Crutchlow

■  Length: 3.36 miles

■  Corners: 14 –  6 left, 8 right

■  Longest straight: 

0.395 miles

■  Race conditions: 

Dry, 26° air temp,

39° track temp

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

1 Lorenzo
Yamaha

2 Marquez
Honda

3 Rossi
Yamaha

4 Iannone
Ducati

2

£

=
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=

6£

3£

4£
5 Pedrosa 

Honda

6 Dovizioso 

Ducati

7 Smith
Yamaha

8 P Espargaro
Yamaha

9 A Espargaro
Suzuki

10 Petrucci
Ducati

GP qualifying

Moto2 race

Moto3 race

1’54.989

(Lorenzo)

2’02.422

(Luthi) 

2’08.466

(Oliveira) 

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

Q�RossiQ Lorenzo

Q Dovizioso

Q�Marquez

CHAMPIONSHIP MOTOGP CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO2 CHAMPIONSHIP MOTO3
Ridersafter 11 rounds Riders after11 rounds Ridersafter 11rounds

1 Lorenzo SPA 211

= Rossi ITA 211

3 Marquez SPA 159

4 Iannone ITA 142

5 Smith GBR 106

6 Dovizioso ITA 104

7 Pedrosa SPA 91

8 P Espargaro SPA 81

9 Crutchlow GBR 74

10 Petrucci ITA 63

1 Zarco FRA 224

2 Rabat SPA 145

3 Rins SPA 144

4 Lowes GBR 118

5 Luthi SWI 118

6 Simeon BEL 92

7 Folger GER 91

8 Morbidelli ITA 84

9 Aegerter SWI 59

10 Marquez SPA 49

1  Kent GBR 199

2  Bastianini ITA 154

3  Fenati ITA 122

4  Oliveira POR 111

5  Vazquez SPA 109

6 B Binder RSA 99

7 Antonelli ITA 94

8 Quartararo FRA 79

9 Vinales SPA 75

10 Navarro SPA 72

Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points

FINAL POSITIONS

MOTO3 TOP 10

168

73

26

9

1 Antonelli ITA 25’56.866 2 Bastianini ITA+0.152 3 Binder RSA +0.376 4 Vazquez SPA +0.540 5 Navarro SPA +0.560 6 Fenati ITA +0.821

7 Kent GBR +1.179 8 Oliveira POR +1.188 9 Kornfeil CZE +1.420 10 McPhee GBR +3.385

FINAL POSITIONS

MOTOGP

1 Lorenzo SPA 42’53.042

2 Marquez SPA +4.462

3 Rossi ITA +10.397

4 Iannone ITA +13.071

5 Pedrosa SPA +15.650

6 Dovizioso ITA +15.725

7 Smith GBR +21.821

8 P Espargaro SPA +23.240

9 A Espargaro SPA +43.784

10 Petrucci ITA +45.261

11 Hernandez COL +49.973

12 Redding GBR +50.174

Pos Rider Nat Race time

13 Bautista SPA +54.437  14 Bradl GER +54.624 15 Baz FRA +1’00.316  16 

Barbera SPA +1’01.595  17 Hayden USA +1’02.388  18 Di Meglio FRA 

+1’05.944  19 Miller AUS +1’11.407

FINAL POSITIONS

MOTO2

   1   Zarco FRA 41’02.500

   2   Rabat SPA  +1.421

   3   Rins SPA +1.785

   4   Marquez SPA  +4.393

   5  Lowes GBR +7.844

  6  Folger GER +8.056

   7   Luthi SWI +9.882

   8 Cortese GER +10.074

   9   Salom SPA +11.921

   10   Morbidelli ITA +12.479

   11  Corsi  ITA  +17.694  

12 Nakagami JPN +17.763

Pos Rider Nat Race time

13 Aegerter SWI +18.352  14 Syahrin MAL +18.522  15 Kallio FIN +19.377 16 

Simeon BEL +20.811  17 Pons SPA +21.272  18 Simon SPA +22.119  19 

Schrotter GER +25.946

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

AT BRNO

MOTOGP REPORTER

Danny Kent once again failed to make
his qualifying domination count as he
slumped to a lowly seventh in Brno.
His title lead has been cut to 45 points
following his DNF at Indianapolis and
tyre troubles on Sunday.

The Moto3 race was red-flagged after
two massive crashes on the opening
lap and was reduced to a 12-lap dash,
with many riders switching to the soft
tyre. Kent had used his allocation of soft
tyres up during practice and qualifying.

The championship leader had been
fast all weekend and incredibly con-
sistent, but without a fresh tyre for
the shortened race he had no chance
to challenge Niccolo Antonelli and the
other front runners. Kent was in the
middle of an 11-strong scrap for the
lead, but a clash with Jorge Navarro on
the last lap and a lack of grip saw him
unable to make his customary charge
to the front.

Kent said “The soft tyre was worth
half-a-second a lap. We were losing
so much time in acceleration because
when I tried to get on the gas it would
just spin the rear and I was losing so
much ground to the other riders. I
was at the limit for the whole race but
there weren’t many places I could pass
because I had lost so much ground to
them.

“The restarted race messed us up
because with a new tyre we would
have been much better and we would
have started the race all square with
everyone else. We made this the hardest
race of our year and I’ve no doubt that
with a new soft tyre we would have

Rubber balls-up in restarted Brno race sees
Brit’s Moto3 title lead shrink to 45 points

‘The restart messed 
us up, with a new 

tyre we would have 
been much better’

DANNY KENT

won this race, so now it’s important 
that we keep in mind the need to save 
a fresh tyre in case of restarts.”

After not scoring in Indianapolis, 
Kent has seen his title lead reduced from 
64 points to 45 in the last two outings. 
Kent is keeping calm, though, and the 
two disappointing results have come 
through circumstance rather than a 
lack of pace.

In both events he started the race as 
the firm favourite based on his speed 
and consistency in practice, but situ-
ations outside his control meant that 

KENT IS 
GETTING 
CAUGHT

he couldn’t show that in the race. It’s 
impossible to have good fortune at all 
times and the fact that these two races 
have come on consecutive weekends 
is merely coincidental. In Indianapolis 
he dominated qualifying, in Brno he 
had dominated practice but unfortu-
nately for Kent all he has to show for 
it is nine points.

“I’m disappointed, but finishing 
seventh gives us valuable points for 
the championship. Despite losing some 
points to Bastianini, a 45-point lead is 
still very good to have. We learned a lot 
in Indy and now we need to get ready for 
Silverstone and my home Grand Prix.”

Kent has been in a class of his own 
this year but needs to get his season 
back on track in 11 days time and get 
back to winning ways. While there is 
still little reason for concern at seeing 
his championship lead eroded by bad 
luck, he knows that shifting the mo-
mentum back towards him is crucial.

Kent ran out of soft 

tyres to use for the 

12-lap restart

www.motorcyclenews.com
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‘That was a good 
race and I’m proud 
of it... we were able 
to get another top 

five finish’
SAM LOWES

Kent was in the thick 

of it for the entire 

12-lap race, but didn’t 

have the right rubber 

to make a break stick 
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LOWES BRNO BATTLE 
REWARDED WITH FIFTH
In a season where he has had wins, poles 
and podiums it’s hard to believe that 
finishing fifth could be a highlight for 
Sam Lowes, but Brno was a race that 
exemplified everything that has made 
the Brit so highly rated this year.

After falling back to 15th on the first 
lap Lowes stormed through the pack 
and showed everyone his determina-
tion. Ultimately he had lost too much 
ground to the leaders and his progress 
stalled midway through the race after 
getting into the top five. 

“That was a really good race and I’m 
proud of it,” said Lowes. “This has been 
a difficult weekend for us and I did 
hardly any laps due to a mechanical 

failure on Saturday, but when it counted
on Sunday we were able to get another
top five finish. This wasn’t a good track
for Speed Up because you can see my
team-mate Julian Simon finishing 14
seconds behind me. The temperature
was hotter in the race and that always
hurts us. This was the most difficult
weekend of the year but we’ve come
away with another top five so I’m re-

#MCNwednesday
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ally looking forward to Silverstone.”
The challenge with the Speed Up 

chassis is getting the bike into its opti-
mum working range and with scorch-
ing track temperatures in Brno Lowes 
was always chasing his set-up. With 
so little track time his problems were 
compounded, but he is riding with such 
confidence and swagger that he always 
believes he can find that solution. 

Lowes finished 14 

seconds ahead of his 

Speed Up team-mate

Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge.

0843 453 9000
cadwellpark.co.uk

LINCOLNSHIRE’S

PARTY IN THE

PARK!

ADULT FRIDAY PRACTICE ADMISSION £10

ADULT SATURDAY QUALIFYING ADMISSION £14

ADULT SUNDAY RACEDAY ADMISSION £32

GRANDSTANDS (SUNDAY ONLY) FROM £16

CHILDREN (UNDER 13) FREE

THIS WEEKEND!
All prices shown are for on-the-gate admission
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Brno should have been a strong week-
end for Cal Crutchlow. The Czech cir-
cuit has been a happy hunting ground
for the British rider but he never felt
comfortable on his LCR Honda.

A lack of grip left him struggling on
Sunday and eventually caught him out
midway through the race when he lost
the front end and crashed out of 10th
place. Crutchlow pulled no punches
when he spoke to MCN after the race.

“We never had a good setting all
weekend. I had no grip front or rear,
I had no corner speed, I couldn’t turn
the bike and I went into the corner
just as I had done the previous lap and
I lost the front tyre. We’ve seen a lot of

because at the moment it seems like a
bit of a drag when we can’t find a set-
ting that we really like and we’re not
able to be as fast as I believe we can be.

“At the start of the season we were
first and second in the sessions with
Marc. And in Qatar, Austin and Jerez
when he used a new tyre we were able
to be close to him, but at the moment
we’re not. We’ve changed the bike, and
that’s my fault as well because I guide
the settings. I know that we’ll get more
competitive though.”

Learning the Honda is so much more
of a challenge compared to the Yamaha.
Whereas the Yamaha requires a definite
riding to get the most from it, the Honda
needs to be ridden incredibly aggres-
sively. It’s something that Marquez can
do when the bike works for him but for
the other riders it’s counter-intuitive.

Despite having ridden Yamaha,
Ducati and Honda machinery in his

Crutchlow left frustrated after struggling for grip and hunting for answers at Brno

‘We never had a 
good setting all 

weekend. I had no 
grip front or rear’

CAL CRUTCHLOW

‘I’ve had about 
7000km on a 

Honda and Dani’s 
had 200,000km’

CAL CRUTCHLOW

crashes with the front, the only crashes 
that I’ve had have been with the front 
– Dani and Marc have had a lot of front 
end crashes too. We need to go to the 
next race and find a solution to make 
us more competitive.”

Having to take part in the opening 
qualifying session showed how difficult 
a weekend it was for Crutchlow and 
after starting the season so strongly 
it’s clear that the team need to find a 
direction on the setup. After being in 
the hunt for front row starts during 
the opening third of the season things 
have become much more difficult for 
Crutchlow of late.

The Honda is a difficult beast to tame 
but with Marquez now back on form, as 
illustrated by four consecutive podiums 
and front row starts, the challenges 
facing the other Honda riders has been 
made more apparent. 

“I need to start enjoying riding again 

It’s normally a circuit 

that suits Cal but he 

was out of luck at 

Brno on Sunday
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MotoGP life, adapting the style he 
developed in his early career is a big 
challenge. Crutchlow needs track 
time on the bike away from the relent-
less pressure of a race weekend. And 
his LCR team need time to be able to 
test settings and work to a solution. 
That’s not possible during a hectic 
race weekend, they need to test but 
the regulations limit them to only two 
tests during the season with Monday’s 
Michelin test offering no value to find-
ing a solution for 2015.

“We need to be able to ride and try 
some things and see what works. I’m 
not the worst factory Honda rider out 
there – it seems that Marc can ride 
this bike well, Dani can ride it well at 
certain circuits. It’s a learning process 
with the bike but we’re still only at 
the start of that curve. I’ve had about 
7000km on a Honda and Dani’s had 
about 200,000km.”

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.c

AT BRNO

MOTOGP REPORTER



www.BikeHPS.com/ebc
OR ORDER ONLINE NOW...

Price excludes delivery. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE

01773 831122
CALL US TODAY...

After years of research and development, the world's largest motorcycle brake pad manufacturer - EBC have introduced
this totally new breakthrough compound which outperforms all track-only pads ever tested by the HPS team.

Unbeatable high temperature fade resistance
Instant stopping power - even from cold and when wet
Superb feel and feedback at the brake lever
Minimum ‘in-stop’ friction/retardation variation

Not only is this a superb pad compound, but HPS also offers you an exclusive limited-time two-for-one
deal and full Money Back Guarantee. Visit our website for more technical data or call us to discuss.

YOUR ON-TRACK ADVANTAGE

...DOUBLED EXCLUSIVELY AT HPS!

Compatible with all original or aftermarket steel discs
Fully approved by many leading racers and track riders
Quickly usable - minimal bedding-in required
Lowest pad wear and disc rotor abrasion levels

NOT FOR ROAD USE. The high friction levels delivered by this compound is for use with race tyres and unsuitable for any street/low adhesion surface. May invalidate road insurance as NOT ECE R 90 approved. These are not to be confused with EBC's

regular Road Performance ‘Double-H’  or GPFA Race pads.  *HPS MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, If you don't think these are the best race/track pads you've used, return your used set with the unused packaged 2nd set for a full refund - exc. postage. 

FROM...

£54 PER
CALIPER

DOUBLED...
BUY ONE SET
GET ANOTHER
ABSOLUTELY 

FREE
SAVE UP TO £132

LIMITED TIME OFFER
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM HPS

FOR RACE &
TRACK DAY

USE ONLY

EXCLUSIVE
MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE*

FROM HPS

“...the pads I was looking

for all along.”

Matt Wildee, Editor 

Performance Bikes Magazine

HIGHEST 
PERFORMING,
LATEST RACE
COMPOUND
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The moment Crutchlow crashed out of tenth at Brno. He’d struggled for grip all weekend and says he went into the 

corner exactly the same as on the previous nine laps – but with disastrous results. He’s now ninth in the standings
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Brno was a difficult day for Bradley 
Smith but if he can finish as the top 
satellite rider on his bad days he can 
still feel pleased with the progress 
that he’s made with his Tech3 Yamaha. 

The Englishman has had a great sea-
son with a string of top six finishes but 
his goals have changed considerably 
over the summer. He finished sev-
enth behind Dani Pedrosa and Andrea 
Dovizioso on Sunday and is adamant 
he needs to be mixing it with the fac-
tory riders if he is to take the next step 
in his MotoGP career.

“Even on a bad or difficult day I was 
able to come home as top satellite,” said 
Smith. “I would have liked to have come 
back with Dovi and Dani, especially 

Smith looks set to 

re-sign for Tech3 by 

Silverstone, p80

BRAD FAST ON ‘BAD DAY’
as they’re the ones I’m battling with 
in the championship. They’re still my 
competition.”

Having started from a season-best 
fifth on the grid Smith was feeling 
confident of a strong result but with 
heavy rain overnight and a greasy track 
surface he struggled in the warm con-
ditions. Finding a way to get more from 
the Yamaha in the heat will be crucial 
in the coming seven races if Smith is 
to have a chance of retaining his fifth 
in the championship standings.

He said: “When track temperatures 
go up there’s less grip. The big chunk 
of time would come from an upgrade 
but we won’t get it so we need to work 
with what we have.”

Scott Redding was once again left 
scratching his head and looking for 
answers after finishing a disappoint-
ing 12th in Brno. 

“We’ve tried so many things with 
the bike and it feels good now but I 
come in after the race and I’m 12th,” 
said Redding. “When the tyre starts to 
drop I can’t make it work. I don’t know 
which direction to go in but it’s not 
making a difference at the moment.”

Eugene Laverty crashed out in the 

early stages of the race after losing the 
rear. The Irishman had made progress 
this weekend and qualified as the lead-
ing Open Honda rider. 

“Things didn’t feel good from the 
start with the tyre,” said Laverty. “I’ve 
never had a bad tyre from Bridgestone 
but this was strange because I had a 
bad tyre in qualifying. It’s unfortunate 
that it happened in the race but I was 
spinning, even on the warm-up lap.”
■ What next for Laverty? P81

REDDING AND LAVERTY 
SUFFER DIFFICULT BRNO
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Moto3 front-runner Danny Kent is 
poised to leapfrog the intermediate 
class to sign a three-year deal to race a 
GP15 Pramac Ducati from 2016.

Kent told MCN that he is mulling 
the option to join Pramac and Ducati 
has confirmed that a three-year deal 
is on the table. 

Fellow Brit Scott Redding is also in 
the frame for a ride with Pramac Ducati 
after suffering a disastrous 2015 with 
the Marc VDS Honda, despite having 
a second year option on his contract.

In June Redding admitted that he 
“should have made a different deci-
sion” when signing his contract with 
Marc VDS and that moving to Pramac 
would have been a better move. That 
option is now once again on the table 
but now he is being forced to wait on 
another rider to make his decision – 
compatriot Danny Kent.

Ducati team manager, Davide 
Tardozzi, explained how Ducati have 
taken an interest in Kent this year 
and his desire to see Kent on the bike 
was clear.

“Ducati is involved with everything 
that happens at Pramac, it means that 
Pramac share all their decisions with 
us,” said the Italian. “Pramac is very 
close to Ducati, the relationship is 
fantastic, so whatever happens there, 
they will share all the decisions with us. 
Obviously, more experience is always 
better for a rider, but Danny has been a 
rider in Moto2 and he isn’t as young as 
someone like Jack Miller. He has a lot of 
experience and we think that we can 
improve him. Obviously, one more year 
in Moto2 would maybe be better, but 
you know, when opportunities come, 

firmly in Kent’s court to make a deci-
sion which could come as soon as the 
British Grand Prix.

Kent is weighing up all the options 
and admitted it’s been difficult when 
he’s trying everything to win the 
Moto3 title. “I don’t have a manager 
so I’m trying to do that job and talk to 
all the people involved myself. In some 
ways I’d like to make a decision soon 
but I’m not going to rush it because at 
the end of the day it’s my career and 
I want to sit down and look at all the 
options available. 

“I’ll sit down at home and look at 
everything and make a decision from 
that. It’s good to have a big factory like 
Ducati wanting you to ride for them 
but I want to try and concentrate on 
winning this championship.”

Danny set for Pramac ride but Scott’s in the frame too

you have to take the train, or miss it.”
Meanwhile Redding’s manager 

Michael Bartholemy – who also runs the 
Marc VDS squad – confirmed to MCN 
that the former Moto2 title contender 
has also been talking to Ducati.

“We have been talking to Pramac 
about Scott. I don’t want to put a rider 
on my bike who does not have a smile 
under his helmet. Scott is not happy on 
the bike, he can’t find the right feel-
ing with it. He wants to try something 
different. If something isn’t working 
you have to make a change.”

Kent is the preferred option for Ducati 
as he would offer them the opportunity 
to have a long-term deal with a young 
rider, similar to Honda with Jack Miller 
and Suzuki with Maverick Vinales. 
Negotiations are ongoing but the ball is 

Smith wants to stay with Tech3 and could wrap things up before SilverstoneCal looks set to stay with Honda
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Smith and Crutchlow trying 
not to play musical chairs

It’s no secret 

that Redding has 

struggled with 

the Honda

Bradley Smith and Cal Crutchlow 

are close to reaching agreements 

for next year, but are still unable to 

confirm their futures. It looks highly 

likely that both riders will remain 

with their current teams but until a 

deal is signed nothing can be taken 

for granted.

In Brno MCN learned that 

Crutchlow is now certain to remain 

on a Honda and that places LCR 

and Marc VDS as the most likely 

options. Crutchlow has said 

throughout the year that he has 

been very happy with the squad 

around him at LCR while Marc VDS 

told MCN that despite their interest 

in the Englishman the financial 

requirements would make it hard 

for them to sign him. As a result 

staying at LCR now looks inevitable 

for Crutchlow, although the financial 

BRITS ON THE MOVE

KENT CLOSE TO DUCA
STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.com

AT BRNO

MOTOGP REPORTER
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‘I have been
impressed by Sam
and his character.
I like his bravery
and speed’
ROMANO ALBESIANO

‘It’s good to have 
a big factory like 

Ducati wanting you 
to ride for them’

DANNY KENT

Danny Kent isn’t the only Brit likely to 
move into the premier class with Sam 
Lowes in contention to swell the ranks 
of MotoGP Brits. 

In Brno it was reported that Lowes 
has signed a pre-contract with Aprilia 
and negotiations are ongoing for a 
full contract. Other riders have been 
linked to Aprilia but Lowes offers the 
factory a solid long-term plan with a 
young rider. Team principal Romano 
Albesiano refused to be drawn into 
specifics when he spoke with MCN.

Albesiano said that he couldn’t of-
fer a timeline for when the team will 
make an announcement for who would 
partner Alvaro Bautista next year and 
that the team were talking to several 
riders. He did, however, offer a ringing 
endorsement of Lowes.

“I’ve been impressed by Sam and 
his character,” said the Italian. “His 
performance on Sunday was really 
impressive. To come from 13th on the 
grid and finish fifth shows how deter-
mined he is and how big his heart is. 
This was a really impressive race and 
I like his bravery and speed. Alvaro is 

Eugene Laverty’s future in MotoGP is
in doubt with the financial future of his
Aspar squad in a precarious state for
2016. The team has reached an agree-
ment with Honda to supply bikes that
will be of similar spec to the current
Repsol Hondas but the cost will be
higher than currently being paid for
the Open spec machines.

Aspar team manager Gino Borsoi told
MCN that raising the budget to field the
bikes is now their priority.

He said: “We would like to become
their chief satellite team and be similar
to Tech3. However, we need to raise a

Kent is on track to be our 

first GP world champ 

since Barry Sheene – so 

it’s no surprise MotoGP 

teams are interested

So far this year it’s Smith that has the upper hand in the battle to be top Brit

Laverty needs 

the results to justify 

his place in the 

Aspar squad

under contract for next year and a deci-
sion should be made soon and Misano 
would be a natural time to make an 
announcement about riders.”

LAVERTY’S MOTOGP 
FUTURE IN DOUBT

LOWES SET TO RACE 
MOTOGP BIG GUNS

ATI DREAM

lot of money and that’s now our focus. 
Eugene has a two-year contract with 
us but with a competitive bike on offer 
for next year we need to be able to show 
sponsors that we can be competitive. 
The results from this year don’t help 
us to show that, but nothing has been 
decided yet.”

For Laverty this year has been a major 
disappointment but the priority all year 
has been to learn as much as possible 
in his rookie year so that he can be in 
a position to show his potential next 
year. Tito Rabat has been linked with 
the team as has Jack Miller.

future of the team is still a major 

question mark.

Smith’s deal should be a much 

more straightforward affair. 

While he has offers from other 

teams his primary choice is to 

remain with Tech3. He said: “I’ve 

made it clear since Catalunya that 

I want to stay at Tech3. Talks have 

been going on every day recently 

and hopefully everything will 

figure itself out. I’ve asked them 

to make everything clear to me 

before Silverstone. If everything’s 

clear there, then I’ll be happy.”



“It is unbelievable that after 11

races we have equal points and

it’s a great fight,” said Rossi after

finishing on the podium in Brno.

The Italian has maintained

his record of perfect podium

consistency in 2015 but after the

race he admitted that he needs to

find more performance if he’s to

compete with Lorenzo over the rest

of the year.

“Jorge has come back after the

summer break in great shape,”

admitted Rossi. “If we are to get

to the final round in Valencia and

fight with him for the championship

we have to work to be stronger

and try to go faster. The difference

between us is coming from the

speed that you can achieve,

especially on Sunday, and usually

Jorge is always very, very fast in all

conditions. We have to improve and

try to fight until the end.”

In Brno Rossi had no answers

for Lorenzo’s pace and despite

starting on the front row for only

the second time this season he had

a lonely race. Being comfortably

faster than the Ducatis but unable

to match Marquez meant that

Rossi ceded the championship

lead for the first time this year.

This was a weekend that

was the opposite of Rossi’s

typical form in 2015 with

good qualifying speed

contrasted with a flat

race pace. Throughout

the year he has struggled

on Saturday

but found

solutions on

Sunday.

Lorenzo is on form now and

while Rossi has notched up 15

consecutive podiums, stretching

back to last year, the time for him

to win races again is here.

His three wins have all been

impressive but they’ve been

dogged last-lap wins rather than

the dominance displayed by

Lorenzo. Rossi needs to dig deep

and find something before

Lorenzo draws away.

But in some ways, losing

the outright title lead could

be a positive for Rossi as

it will force his team to

make sure all their boxes

are ticked in the coming

races. With his back to

the wall Rossi will

come out swinging at

Silverstone.

www.motorcyclenews.com
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Pitch perfect every lap, Lorenzo was able to shake off reigning champ Marquez at will

The championship took a major swing 
towards Jorge Lorenzo in Brno with 
the Spaniard dominating the race and 
moving level with Valentino Rossi in 
the overall standings.

Lorenzo has spent the year trying to 
regain ground on Rossi after a disas-
trous opening three races saw him fall 
29 points adrift. Since then the double 
champion has edged closer and closer 
to Rossi but it’s taken until round 11 for 
him to draw level. 

“I had a little bit more pressure today 
because I knew inside of me that this 
was the occasion to win the race and 
recover some points with Valentino,” 
said Lorenzo. “Now with Vale we start 
another championship together, from 
zero like the first race, and we’ll see 
what happens. 

“But the difference this year is that 
Vale is reaching a level of unbeliev-
able consistency that meant that, even 

Dominant win shift s the balance of power at Yamaha
winning five races, if I cannot stay on 
the podium it is going to be difficult 
to fight him. So from this moment 
until the last race in Valencia my goal 
is to keep always on the podium. To 
win when I can and finish second or 
third when it is not possible. Like this 
I think I can fight in Valencia for the 
championship, or who knows maybe 
even before.”

Once Lorenzo hit the front from pole 
position in Brno he never looked like 
being seriously challenged and could 
easily open a gap over Marquez at will. 

“All weekend we had a very good base 
set-up and we finished almost all the 
practice in first and for sure this gives 
you a little bit more motivation. And 
when I can take pole position, normally 
I make a good race.”

Even though Marquez has been 
strong in the last four races the cham-
pionship still looks like being a head-
to-head war between the two Yamaha 
riders. While Lorenzo was keen to stress 
after the race that Marquez was still in 
the championship, the reigning king 
is a hefty 52 points behind the Yamaha 
pair and looks like his crown is slipping. 
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Rossi ready to come out swinging at Silverstone

LORENZO 
LEVELS 
WITH ROSSI

“It’s not only the points recovered 
with Vale today but also with Marc, who 
I believe is still one of the favourites of 
the championship. For sure after this 
race probably his possibilities reduce 
a little bit because it is one less race [for 
him to catch up]. But for sure he will 
push until the end at all the tracks so 
we have to pay attention to him.” 

The title battle has been immense this 
year with the momentum flipping from 
one side of the Yamaha garage to the 
other. Wilco Zeelenberg, the Yamaha 
team manager, told MCN that the fight 
is incredibly intense and any mistake 
from either rider would be punished 
severely with their consistency mak-
ing it difficult to bridge a points gap.

Lorenzo has done that over the last 
seven rounds with five wins, but with 
only seven races remaining the margin 
for error diminishes with every race. 

 Lorenzo is riding with huge con-
fidence at the moment, while Rossi 
is riding with great consistency and 
now the title race starts once again 
from zero with both riders giving their 
best to claim the title. It’s game on in 
MotoGP 2015.

STEVE ENGLISH

steve.english@motorcyclenews.co

AT BRNO

MOTOGP REPORTER
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‘It is really difficult 
to catch 52 points 

from one rider and 
even more difficult 
to catch it from two’

MARC MARQUEZ

Marc Marquez knows he’s now fighting 
a lost cause to reclaim his crown in 2015.

“It is really difficult to catch 52 points 
from one rider and even more difficult 
to catch 52 points from two riders,” said 
Marquez. “Both of them have a really 
good pace and like we saw here, both 
of them are on the podium again.”

Marquez went on to say that the 
second half of the year is about un-
derstanding his package and learn-
ing where the weaknesses are so that 
Honda can improve for next year. 
Challenging for the title is a long shot 
and he isn’t running from that reality 
although he’s still riding to win races 
and put pressure on the title leaders.

With Lorenzo ready 

to fight to the title 

death, the second 

half of the season 

is going to be 

unmissable!

Zeelenberg (rear right) considers reinstalling the partition within the Yamaha team garage Lorenzo shows Marquez and Rossi a clean pair of heels for the second time at Brno

The seriousness that Honda has 
shown for 2016 has already been made 
perfectly clear with the Japanese man-
ufacturer using July’s Misano test as an 
opportunity to give next year’s machine 
an outing to help with development.

The next three rounds are crucial 
for Marquez to start applying pres-
sure to the Yamaha riders so that he 
can take advantage of any misfortune. 
It’s been rare that Marquez has had to 
rely on luck in MotoGP but the title 
fight is firmly out of his hands, if not 
his reach, for 2015.

MARQUEZ 
TOO FAR 
BEHIND IN 
TITLE RACE

‘Now with Vale we 
start from zero like the 

fi rst race, and we’ll 
see what happens’

JORGE LORENZO

That’s now five wins this season for the inhabitants of Lorenzo’s Land



Yamaha stars level on points after Jorge takes fifth win of season
LORENZO LEVEL

KENT CLOSE TO DUCATI DEAL BROOKES TO STAY IN BSBp80 p75
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How Personal Contract Purchase has
transformed your bike buying options

67
BRILLIANT
NEW BIKE 

DEALS
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I
t might seem like your money
doesn’t go very far these days,
but you’ll be amazed by the
stunning array of new metal 
that a small monthly outlay can 

put in your garage. 
Some of the monthly repayments 

bandied around by manufacturers for 
their new bikes are so low that it’s easy 
to be suspicious. Surely you can’t re-
ally get Honda’s CBR300R for just £49 
a mont h, or a Triumph Speed Triple for 
£85 per month? Or how about a fully 
loaded BMW R1200GS TE or Ducati 

899 Panigale for £139 a month? Sounds
bonkers, doesn’t it?

Well this is neither fantasy nor an
elaborate but late April fool, you really
can have these new bikes for less than
you might ever have imagined – and
what’s more you can have another 
new one in three years’ time, prob-
ably without increasing your outlay. 

It’s all thanks to a finance system 
that is quietly revolutionising the way 
we buy new motorcycles. Over the last 
four years, PCP (Personal Contract 
Purchase) has gone from being a rare 
oddity to taking 20-30% of the new 
bike finance market, and it’s growing 
fast. If we follow the trend of the car 

market, over 90% of financed new bike
purchases will be PCP in five years.

The system works by making you
pay for the bike’s depreciation (plus
the interest), rather than the full re-
tail price. Add in a decent deposit, and
you’re only paying back a small chunk 
of the loan value, which is how you end 
up with such a temptingly low monthly 
outlay. Suddenly, the budget you had 
for a great five-year-old slice of pre-
owned loveliness has become enough 
to land you a brand new one instead. 

So what’s the catch? Well, at the 
end of the contract period, a normal 
hire purchase or personal loan option 
would see you sitting pretty as the 

 ‘YOU REALLY 
CAN AFFORD 

Paying less for more has never 
been easier thanks to the rise 

of Personal Contract Purchase 
– but are they really the Holy 

Grail of bike buying?

By Richard Newland

DEPUTY EDITOR
Always work out your 

budget before you 

enter into a deal
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Most dealers offer PCP schemes

through one of two big finance

houses – this is how it works...

OGet your budget worked out, based

on what you can afford as a deposit

and as monthly repayments for the

duration of the contract

O You can borrow any amount from

£1500 upwards

OChoose your new motorcycle (or a

used one – bikes up to three years old

can qualify)

O Set a repayment term of between

two to four years

O Set your annual mileage at up to

24,000 miles a year. Your annual

mileage will affect your monthly

payments and Guaranteed Future

Value

ODecide on which end-of-agreement

option is best for you when the time

comes

This option’s great if...

ONot owning the bike outright

doesn’t bother you

O You like to keep your options open

O You’re looking for flexible deposit

options

O You can work with a mileage

allowance of up to 24,000 miles a

year

O You want to pay over a period

of 2-4 years in regular monthly

payments

OPTION 1 PERSONAL 
CONTRACT PURCHASE

O You want to pay equal monthly 

payments

O Protection against depreciation as 

a result of an unexpected fall in the 

value of the bike (this is putting the 

‘G’ in GFV) 

At the end of the contract...

When your contract comes to an end 

you have three options available:  

O Part-exchange the motorcycle for 

another one – subject to settlement 

of your existing finance agreement 

O Return the motorcycle. If it’s 

in good condition and has not 

exceeded the allowed mileage you 

will have nothing further to pay 

O Hand over the final payment 

figure and you can keep the bike 

Be aware that...

O You do not own the motorcycle 

and won’t unless you pay the final 

balloon figure

O A significant proportion of the 

credit is deferred until the end of the 

contract 

O You must have fully 

comprehensive insurance

O Excess mileage charges apply

O Abuse or neglect your bike and 

your GFV will be under threat

O Your motorcycle is at risk of 

repossession if you do not maintain 

contractual repayments

owner of your bike. But at the end of 
the PCP deal you don’t own the bike, 
and instead have a decision to make: 
do you pay off the outstanding amount 
and keep the bike; give the bike back 
and walk away owing, and owning, 
nothing; or do you roll your PCP deal 
over – hopefully with decent enough 
equity to act as your deposit for the 
next dream purchase?

You can guess what most people do, 
particularly as the depreciation calcu-
lations usually mean the bike is worth 
more than predicted (the Guaranteed 
Future Value – GFV), so you have a 
decent deposit built in to use for your 
next bike. If you like to change your 

bike every two or three years, and aren’t 
precious about who legally owns it, 
then it’s ideal. And even if you weren’t 
in the habit of thinking about owner-
ship this way, PCP encourages you to 
do so, which is why manufacturers 
and dealers love it so much – it keeps 
customers coming back.

It might sound too good to be true, 
but so long as you’re clear about the 
end-of-contract elephant in the room 
– that you’ll have to pay a lump sum at 
the end if you want to keep the bike – 
then there’s very little to dislike. You’re 
effectively entering into a long-term 
hire agreement, so the bike doesn’t 
belong to you during the loan period, 

and if you run the bike into the ground 
you’ll end up having to pay more than 
the agreed value at the end. But if you 
check the interest rate is competi-
tive and research the future values of 
similar bikes from other manufactur-
ers, you can’t go far wrong. PCP also 
lets you keep your options open – so 
if your circumstances change you’ve 
still got options beyond a simple pay it 
off, give the bike back with a penalty, 
or end up in court.  

And the best bit is that when your 
contract ends, you are actively en-
couraged to go and look at a new bike 
to replace it. Being coerced to buy a 
new bike? We like the sound of that.

‘Suddenly the budget 

you had for a five-

year-old bike can get 

you a brand new one’

Now there a variety of ways 

to finance your dream
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THERE IS ANOTHER WAY
PCP isn’t right for everyone, so what are the other fi nance options available?

If you want a bit of security with your

purchase, and you’re comfortable

with the bike belonging to the finance 

company until you’ve paid off the

whole contract, then you could

go with this option – a good old-

fashioned hire purchase contract.

The benefit is that you can buy the

motorcycle you want while spreading

the cost over a period that makes it

more affordable within your financial 

landscape. After paying an initial

deposit you get to ride away on

your new pride and joy, on the strict

agreement that you’ll continue to pay

the remaining instalments to the end

of the term. Once you’ve made all the

payments – the motorcycle is wholly 

yours to do with as you wish.

Most dealers offer Hire Purchase

through one of two big companies

– this is how it works...

OGet your budget worked out based

on what you can afford to repay – you

can borrow any amount from £1500

O Choose your new motorcycle (or 

OPTION 2 – HIRE PURCHASE

a used one – bikes up to 12 years old

can qualify)

O Set a repayment term of one to five

years, based on your monthly budget

This option’s great if...

O You want flexible deposit options -

0% deposit may be available subject

to status

O You want a simple repayment sum

at fixed interest rates, so you’ll always

know the amount of each payment for

the duration of the contract 

O You want to own your motorcycle

outright at the end of the contract

Be aware that...

O You must have fully comprehensive 

insurance

O Your motorcycle is at risk of

repossession if you do not maintain

your payments

O You have no protection against the

bike’s depreciation in value

O You do not own the motorcycle until 

the payments have n made 

Short of saving up your pennies

until they become a tide of pounds,

benefitting from a windfall, or being

in the simplistically enviable position

of being loaded – you could fall back

on option three: the personal loan.

The beauty of the personal loan is

that it’s just a lump sum of cash,

which you can use to buy whatever

takes your fancy. The only proviso is

that you pay it back at the rate and

times agreed. Buy a bike, add some

riding kit or accessories – the choice 

is yours.

Most dealers offer loans through

one of two big finance houses –

this is how it works...

OGet your budget worked out based

on what you can afford to repay

across the period of the loan – you

can borrow anything from £400 to 

£25,000 over one to five years

O Find your perfect bike

O Set a repayment term of one to five

years, based on your monthly budget

OPTION 3 – PERSONAL LOAN
This option’s great if...

O You want to own your motorcycle

outright from the start of your loan

O You want fixed, regular payments

O You want the flexibility to get kit 

and accessories, too

Be aware that...

O You can’t just terminate the

agreement and hand the motorcycle

back to end the loan agreement

O You have no protection against

the bike’s depreciation in value
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Honda CB500F

BMW F800R

Kawasaki J300

BMW F700GS

Honda CBR300R

Kawasaki Z300 ABS

KTM RC390

The unfaired offering of

the new CB500 range, this

stripped-back version offers

the same fun, useable, lithe

handling of the other two

bikes, and is a real winner. 

As a city commuter bike or

B-road blaster, the CB500F is

just about perfect, managing

to combine Honda build

quality with impressively

good value for money.

The new F800R is as

versatile as they come. Throw

in the Comfort package and

you have yourself a very

capable tourer, or nab the

Sport version and you’ve got a

lithe naked roadster – or just

ride it as is. BMW also offer a

free A2 licence-compatible

option that restricts the bike

to 47bhp. It’s supposed to be

a fun and practical, and it is.

The J300 is an excellent

entry into the competitive

scooter market sitting

perfectly between lighter

125cc scooters and much

larger and heavier maxi 

scoots. It combines a good

spread of power easy

handling and has plenty of go.

It’s easy to overtake uphill at

70mph and will happily sit at 

80mph all day long.

Don’t be fooled by the

name, this really is an

800cc parallel-twin, and

not related to the old single

that came before it. The

75bhp on tap is pretty mild-

mannered while the handling

is secure, predictable and

road-oriented. Seat height is

adjustable. There’s a single

disc brake, conventional fork

and alloy wheels. Great value. 

The 300R’s engine is stronger

than you might expect. From

around 5000rpm it starts

to go, with another lift at

6000rpm and then a strong

surge at 7500rpm. Revs are 

rewarded, but they aren’t an

essential part of the show.

The 35cc hike over the old

250 makes a big difference.

The CBR300R really holds its

own, and is an enjoyable ride.

Kawasaki have pulled the

fairing off their ever-popular

Ninja 300 to create a naked

sibling – the Z300. Using the

same peppy parallel twin

motor, the Z300 provides a 

lot of thrills for those seeking

a smaller capacity naked,

or those restricted to an A2

licence. It’s good looking,

comes with ABS as standard

and is a proven performer.

Using the same 44bhp engine

as the Duke 390, the RC390

adds a whole new element

of cool thanks to a full fairing

and superbike looks. Tipping

the scales at just 147kg the 

RC is light, nimble and above

all, tremendous fun. Get

some stickier tyres fitted,

and you can have huge fun

on everything from the daily 

commute to trackdays.

471cc | 175kg | 46bhp

Cash price £4999 Deposit £1194.78 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £2017.72

798cc | 202kg | 90bhp

Cash price £7595 Deposit £1273.52 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 0%APR Final payment £3906.48

299cc | 191kg | 27bhp

Cash price £4142 Deposit £952.75 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9%APR Final payment £1774

798cc | 171kg | 75bhp

Cash price £7770 Deposit £1522 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 0%APR Final payment £3832.97

285cc | 164kg | 30.5bhp

Cash price £3999 Deposit £998.89 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £1648.45

296cc | 170kg | 28bhp

Cash price £4442 Deposit £1121 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9%APR Final payment £1705

375cc | 147kg | 44bhp

Cash price £4999 Deposit £1249.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £1763.75

£49
PER MONTH (x36)

£59
PER MONTH (x36)

£69
PER MONTH (x36)

£49
PER MONTH (x36)

£69
PER MONTH (x36)

£65
PER MONTH (x36)

£77.84
PER MONTH (x36)

SUB £100 HOT PCP DEALS

Kawasaki ER-6f

Now a firm favourite of TT

lightweight racers, the

ER-6f is a fantastic road

bike. The engine and chassis

are identical to the unfaired

6n, and its relatively recent 

overhaul ensures that the 6f

is a much sharper-looking

proposition, clearly mimicking

its ZX-6R sibling’s look. A

highly versatile and satisfying 

everyday road bike. 

649cc | 211kg | 72bhp

Cash price £5785 Deposit £1524 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9%APR Final payment £2523

£75
PER MONTH (x36)

Yamaha YZF-R3

The R3 is a credible, genuinely

practical sportsbike that

has the ability to entertain

even experienced bikers. It’s

a great all-round, affordable

package that offers sporty 

yet stable handling, flexible

engine response, and a

quality finish. For riders of

all ages and abilities, it’s a

very capable motorcycle, and

ideally suited to British roads.

321cc | 169kg | 44.1bhp

Cash price £4892 Deposit £1134.50 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 12%APR Final payment £1926

£79
PER MONTH (x36)



Take a deeper look
Can’t see the bike of your

dreams? Don’t worry, this

is just a selected snapshot

of what’s available down

your local dealer. For each

manufacturer’s full range,

head to their websites,

where you’ll also find many 

now have PCP examples

listed, while some even

have a handy online

calculator to help you tailor

your finances before you’ve

even set foot in your local

dealer – which you can also

locate via these websites.

Aprilia – uk.aprilia.com

BMW – www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

Ducati – ducatiuk.com

Harley-Davidson – www.harley-davidson.co.uk

Honda – www.honda.co.uk

Indian – www.indianmotorcycle.co.uk

Kawasaki – www.kawasaki.co.uk

KTM – www.ktm.com/gb

Suzuki – www.suzuki-gb.co.uk

Triumph – www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

Victory – victorymotorcycles.co.uk

Yamaha – www.yamaha-motor.eu/uk
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Indian Scout

KTM 1050 Adventure

Triumph
Bonneville Newchurch

Triumph Street Triple Rx

BMW F800GS

Triumph Street Triple

Indian have done it again with

the Scout. The aim was to

build the best in class for a

mid-size American cruiser,

and we reckon they’ve done it.

It’s a great cruiser with more 

style, authenticity, class and

performance than most, and

a lovely engine. It deserves

to be a be a huge success,

outperforming Harleys and 

outstyling Europeans.

While 95bhp doesn’t sound

like a lot these days, KTM

intentionally limited it to

be able to meet A2 licence

laws when restricted, and

the 70ftlb of torque is still 

a class-leading figure. The

1050 is fun, easy to ride, has

traction control, ABS and

rider modes. It’s a genuinely

fun machine, and more rider-

friendly than its big siblings.

There is something very

charming about this parallel-

twin which encapsulates

effortless motorcycling.

This Newchurch edition

costs a modest £200 more 

than the standard machine,

and gains a low-profile seat,

black details and a tank with

hand-painted logos. When the

sun’s shining, it’s a thoroughly 

enjoyable experience.

Where the R is a higher spec

version of the standard

Street Triple, the Rx takes

things a step further. New

for 2015 the Rx features the

same basic package as the 

R, but borrows the Daytona

675’s seat unit to sharpen

the rear end then adds some

bespoke paint schemes, while

a quickshifter and ABS also

come as standard fitment.

The F800GS is intoxicatingly

invigorating. 85 horses

might not sound like much,

but it’s more than enough

to feel perky and fruity,

has a deliciously raspy 

exhaust note, is responsive,

progressive and yet yearns

for revs right up to the redline.

Wring its neck, tuck in behind

the decent screen, and it’ll 

take you anywhere.

Brilliant streetfighter-

inspired middleweight that is

light, fast, agile and fun. It’s

one of the UK’s favourites

for good reason, appealing

to newbies and experienced 

riders alike. It uses a detuned

version of the 675 supersport

engine, combined with a

riding position that is both

upright and comfortable. ABS 

is now standard fitment.

1133cc | 246kg | 100bhp

Cash price £10,549 Deposit £2549 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 6.2%APR Final payment £6392.50

1050cc | 212kg | 95bhp

Cash price £10,999 Deposit £2703 Mileage 6,000pa

KTM top up £1000 Rate 3.9%APR Final payment £4961.88

865cc | 225kg | 68bhp

Cash price £7199 Deposit £1740 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £3752

675cc | 182kg | 105bhp

Cash price £8599 Deposit £1850 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 6.9%APR Final payment £4733.61

798cc | 185kg | 85bhp

Cash price £8850 Deposit £1723.37 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 0%APR Final payment £4361.63

675cc | 189kg | 105bhp

Cash price £7499 Deposit £1606 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 6.9%APR Final payment £3842

£79
PER MONTH (x36)

£89
PER MONTH (x36)

£85
PER MONTH (x36)

£81.62

PER MONTH (x36)

£85
PER MONTH (x36)

£85
PER MONTH (x36)

SUB £100

BMW F800GT

The F800GT is a bike that

can do the daily commute in

comfort and safety thanks to

the updated fairing, screen

and standard ABS, before

handling a longer weekend 

ride with a pillion and kit. It’s

even entertaining on twisty

country roads thanks to

the sweet handling, decent

brakes and nicely rounded

engine. Simple and effective.

798cc | 213kg | 90bhp

Cash price £8350 Deposit £1603.41 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 2.9%APR Final payment £4101.13

£89
PER MONTH (x36)

KTM 390 Duke

The Duke 390 is an A2-legal

naked that’s heavily based

on the massively popular

125 Duke model. Switchable

ABS is standard and with

just 139kg to lug around, 

the 44bhp single cylinder

motor is does a great job of

delivering zesty performance.

It can be restricted to be A2

compliant, and is the ideal

small capacity do-it-all.

375cc | 139kg | 44bhp

Cash price: £4499 Deposit: £99 Mileage: 6000pa

Rate 2.5%APR Final payment £1668.12

£82.34
PER MONTH (x36)
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* Terms and Conditions: Fitting charges may apply. Offers subject to the purchase of a full price motorcycle. Offers subject to stock availability and applies to motorcycles registered between 01.05.15 and 30.09.15.

For more information or to book your test ride,

visit triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

FOR ALL

THE ROADS...

Tiger Sport £9,899 OTR Sprint GT SE £9,149 OTR

AVON

Fowlers of Bristol

08433 833 378

BEDFORDSHIRE

Pure Triumph Woburn

08433 833 425

BERKSHIRE

Bulldog Triumph

08433 833 429

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Peterborough Triumph

08433 833 393

CHESHIRE

Bill Smiths Motors

08433 833 385

CUMBRIA

Cumbria Triumph

08433 833 389

DERBYSHIRE

Triumph World

08433 833 391

DEVON

Bridge Motorcycles

08433 833 402

Triumph Plymouth

08433 833 430

DORSET

Three Cross

Motorcycles

08433 833 406

ESSEX

Jack Lilley Romford

08433 833 416

Ongar Motorcycles

08433 833 404

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Performance Triumph

08433 833 417

HAMPSHIRE

Destination

Triumph Solent

08433 833 426

HERTFORDSHIRE

Hertfordshire Triumph

08433 833 427

KENT

Laguna Ashford

08433 833 428

Laguna Maidstone

08433 833 410

LANCASHIRE

Youles Motorcycles

08433 833 392

LINCOLNSHIRE

Webbs of Lincoln

08433 833 383

GREATER LONDON 

& MIDDLESEX

Carl Rosner

Motorcycles

08433 833 405

Jack Lilley Motorcycles

08433 833 413

Metropolis Motorcycles

08433 833 409

GREATER MANCHESTER

Youles Motorcycles

08433 833 396

NORFOLK

Norfolk Triumph

08433 833 403

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Pure Triumph

Wellingborough

08433 833 423

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Pidcock Triumph

08433 833 379

OXFORDSHIRE

Hughenden M40

08433 833 415

SOMERSET

Total Triumph Taunton

08433 833 422

STAFFORDSHIRE

Staffordshire Triumph

08433 833 387

SUFFOLK

Suffolk Triumph

08433 833 407

SURREY

Destination Triumph

08433 833 421

SUSSEX

Destination Triumph

08433 833 419

J.S. Gedge

08433 833 411

TYNE & WEAR

Triumph North East

08433 833 400

WARWICKSHIRE

Performance Triumph

08433 833 408

WEST MIDLANDS

Triumph Birmingham

08433 833 424

Stratstone Triumph

Wolverhampton

08433 833 398

WILTSHIRE

Performance

Triumph Swindon

08433 833 420

YORKSHIRE

A1 Moto Services

08433 833 388

Team Roberts

08433 833 384

Triumph

West Yorkshire

08433 833 395

SCOTLAND

Edinburgh Triumph

08433 833 381

Shirlaws Motorcycles

08433 833 380

WALES

Robert Bevan & Son

08433 833 401

Woods of Abergele

08433 833 382

NORTHERN IRELAND

Phillip McCallen

08433 833 390

EIRE

Dublin Triumph

08433 833 397

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Bob’s Motorcycle

Centre Jersey

08433 833 414

ISLE OF MAN

Jason Griffiths

Motorcycles

08433 833 394

ISLE OF WIGHT

Dave Death

Motorcycles

08433 833 418

FREE GARMIN

390LM SAT NAV
when purchasing either 

a new Tiger Sport or

Sprint GT SE before

September 30th 2015*

The Tiger Sport is also
available with an extra

£780 WORTH OF
COMPLIMENTARY 
ACCESSORIES*

Two Box Pannier Set with

Colour Co-ordinated Lids.

...YOU’RE

YET TO

RIDE.

Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.
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For full details and other qualifying models, visit:

www.kawasaki-kalculator.co.uk
Credit is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. This finance offer is only available through Kawasaki Finance, which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH.
Subject to availability. Offer ends 31 December 2015 and requires a minimum deposit of 15%. Finance term 37 months.
All brand new road machines are supplied with a two year warranty, Master Scheme Security, one year’s Kawasaki RAC Assist, one year’s Kawasaki Riders Club Membership and access to unique Kawasaki content via email and other communication channels.
Kawasaki Motors UK, a branch of Kawasaki Motors Europe N.V., 1 Dukes Meadow, Millboard Road, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5XF.

Vulcan S - Your Way

The subsidised Black & White Promotion saves you £453 compared to our 
standard PCP over the full term of the agreement

BLACK

T
H
E

WHITE
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O
T
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N

BLACK

T
H
E

WHITE

P
R
O
M
O
T
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N

PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE

Professional riders on closed road

£4,830.50
£10.00

£6 643.50
4.71%

4.9% APR

Total amount of credit
Purchase fee†

Total amount pa able
Interest rate (fixed)
Representative APR

Representative Example:
36 repayments of
Final repayment of
Cash price
A reement duration
Deposit
†Included in final repayment
This fi nance example is based on an annual mileage of 4,000

£75.00
£2,689.00
£6,085.00

37 months
£1,254.50



Time to take a test ride
Seen something you like?

Now you need to ride it

to make sure it really

is your perfect two-

wheeled partner. Many

of the manufacturers

have travelling test ride

roadshows where you 

can ride several bikes in

a day, while others have

centralised online booking

systems that will direct you

to the nearest dealer who

can supply a test ride. Most

official dealers will be able

to offer demonstrator bikes. 

SEE YOUR OPTIONS AT:

Aprilia – www.motolive.co.uk

BMW – www.bmw-motorrad.com

Ducati – www.ducatiuk.com/dealer_demo_ride.do

Harley-Davidson – testrides.harley-davidson.co.uk

Honda – www.honda.co.uk/motorcycles/test-ride

Indian – www.indianmotorcycle.co.uk/test-ride/

Kawasaki – www.kawasakitestride.co.uk

KTM – v2.ktm.com/gb/iframe/testride.html

Suzuki – www.suzuki-gb.co.uk/motorcycles/test-rides/

Triumph – uk.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/motorcycles/test-ride

Victory – victorymotorcycles.co.uk/test-ride

Yamaha – www.yamaha-motor.eu/uk/experience/ 

get-out-there/test-rides

#MCNwednesday
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Triumph Tiger 800 XR

Ducati Scrambler  
Urban Enduro

Ducati Monster 821 Stripe

BMW S1000R

Ducati Scrambler Icon

Honda CBR1000RR Fireblade

Triumph have done an

excellent job of bringing the

three-cylinder adventure bike

up to date and have put some

serious thought into making

an already good bike even 

better. The XR is a nice place

to be, with pleasing rider

ergonomics and plenty of

grunt on tap from that lovely

triple. An effortless road-

orientated mile-muncher. 

If the Icon is too traditional

for you, you might like this

Urban Enduro version, which

takes the Icon as a base and

adds spoked wheels, a higher

front mudguard, a bash plate,

ribbed seat, headlamp mesh,

and higher bars to create a

city enduro machine. The

green paint really helps bring

the whole look together, too. 

Endearingly different.

The 821 is light, the ABS-

assisted brakes are excellent,

and the adjustable seat

works well too. It’s forgiving

and easy to ride around town,

has a light clutch, adjustable 

brake lever, and informative

clocks. The engine is a peach,

and it carries just enough

heritage style through to the

latest design. An affordable 

and fun modern classic.

Very few performance

bikes give you so much of

everything as the S1000R.

It’s smooth, comfortable and

safe, thanks to its flawless

electronic rider aids, perfect 

throttle and usable power –

but it’s wild when you want

it to be, too. It’s exactly how

you’d imagine a superbike

with straight bars and no

fairing to be. Awesome.

Equally at home in town, on

twisty back roads and the

motorway, the wide bars give

a feeling of old-skool freedom

and it’s easy to fall for the

simplicity of the Scrambler. 

It’s already tempted many,

are you next? It’s easy to ride,

forgiving, and handles really

well, too. Experienced hands

may want 15bhp more, but

there’s lots to love about it.

It might not make the

ultimate power of its 1000cc

rivals, but the magic of the

Honda Fireblade is its grunt

and searing acceleration. Its

power is easy to use, all the 

way through the rev-range

and the throttle response

perfect. It’s one of the all-time

great engines. Don’t be put off

by the lack of electronics, this 

is still a superb superbike.

800cc | 216kg | 94bhp

Cash price £8499 Deposit £2059.70 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £4646

803cc | 186kg | 75bhp

Cash price £8131 Deposit £1658 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 8.3%APR Final payment £4237

821cc | 179kg | 112bhp

Cash price £9631 Deposit £2377.82 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 6.1%APR Final payment £4954

999cc | 207kg | 160bhp

Cash price £10,350 Deposit £2127.80 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 2.9%APR Final payment £5344.14

803cc | 186kg | 75bhp

Cash price £7031 Deposit £1411 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 8.7%APR Final payment £3369

999cc | 199kg | 178bhp

Cash price £12,199 Deposit £2916.75 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £6575.34

£95
PER MONTH (x36)

£95
PER MONTH (x36)

£95
PER MONTH (x36)

£99
PER MONTH (x36)

£99
PER MONTH (x36)

£99
PER MONTH (x36)

Suzuki GSX650F

The GSX650F’s chassis is,

for the most part, a Bandit

650, being centred around

the same no-frills, cost-

conscious steel tube cradle

and conventional fork. Yet in 

GSX-F guise it gets a more

sophisticated shock for added

sporting ability and subtly

adjusted poise, which delivers

a textbook sports-tourer ride 

that’s impressively pure.

656cc | 216kg | 86bhp

Cash price £6435 Deposit £1618.75 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £2671

£89
PER MONTH (x36)

Honda NC750X

Riding the NC for any length

of time reveals a bike that

handles sweetly, brakes

more than adequately, is

comfortable, tackles scabby

back roads well and, with the 

addition of the DCT gearbox,

is easy to ride and super

economical on fuel. There’s

a lot to like, and if the styling

isn’t quite your thing, take a

look at the S model instead.

745cc | 229kg | 54bhp

Cash price: £6499 Deposit: £999 Mileage: 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £2666.06

£99
PER MONTH (x36)

August  19   2015SUB £100
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Suzuki GSX-S1000 BMW R1200GS Adventure

KTM 690 Duke

Triumph Tiger 800 XCx

Suzuki Bandit 1250S

BMW R nineT

BMW have made the

Adventure more comfortable,

easier to ride and even more

accomplished. It might be

more refined and luxurious 

than ever, but crucially 

it’s still the ultimate go-

anywhere tourer and will

comfortably hoover-up miles

of tarmac, mud and whatever

else you decide to throw at it. 

It’s an icon of our time.

The 690 has the skills to give

an experienced rider the thrill

they are looking for while

being an effortlessly usable

package for less experienced

riders. The Duke is spot on for

commuting and hammering

down twisty country roads,

where more powerful bikes

would struggle. If you want

a pure, no-nonsense bike, it

should be top of your list.

Powered by the now almost

mythical long-stroke

GSX-R1000 K5 motor, Suzuki

have finally made the naked

GSX-R we all wanted back in

2005. It’s fast, fun, agile and 

cheaper than its rivals. That

iconic long-stroke engine has

the K5’s distinctive growl

and wide spread of power,

all conspiring to a create a

rewarding classic roadster.

The rugged, beefier brother

of the standard Tiger XR, the

XC is a proper adventure bike

that will handle the tarmac

as well as more difficult off-

road terrain. Switchable ABS 

and traction control come

as standard as well as four

throttle maps, three riding

modes, and cruise control.

This is now one of six Tiger

800 variants – take your pick!

Suzuki have just re-released

the Bandit 1250S and it’s

good to have it back. Riding

it today reminds us how

relevant the big Bandit still

is. Loaded with real-world 

grunt and the kind of throttle

smoothness that’s missing on

many of today’s ride-by-wire

bikes. The Suzuki is a good

honest big-bore, do-anything,

go-anywhere bike. We love it.

BMW have cleverly embraced

the latest retro fashion, but

the R nineT is more than just

retro looks. The build quality

is superb and the attention

to detail impeccable. It goes, 

stops and handles as well as

the best roadsters out there,

thanks to its modern chassis,

suspension and braking

components, and uses the

lovely old air-cooled Boxer.

1170cc | 260kg | 125bhp

Cash price £13,050 Deposit £2630.09 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 2.9%APR Final payment £7374.31

690cc | 150kg | 67bhp

Cash price £7199 Deposit £1799.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £2,624.38

999cc | 202kg | 144bhp

Cash price £9135 Deposit £2442.50 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £4456

800cc | 218kg | 94bhp

Cash price £9999 Deposit £2410 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £5599

1255cc | 254kg | 97bhp

Cash price £7435 Deposit £1889.25 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £2975

1170cc | 222kg | 110bhp

Cash price £11,900 Deposit £2582.1 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 2.9%APR Final payment £6172.90

£110.08PER MONTH (x36)

£105
PER MONTH (x36)

£109
PER MONTH (x36)

£105

PER MONTH (x36)

Harley-Davidson 883 Iron

The Harley looks, feels and

sounds authentic and when

you are cruising around

town that’s exactly what

you want. Despite appearing

ancient the Iron has all the 

modern technology required

to please, such as ABS and

fuel injection. When it comes

to the complete package it is

hard to argue against. It’s got

it all: price, heritage and soul.

883cc | 225kg | 51.62ftlb

Cash price £7780 Deposit £1635 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £3834

£105

PER MONTH (x36)

£109
PER MONTH (x36)

£109
PER MONTH (x36)

£101-£150

Victory Gunner

Based heavily on the firm’s

Judge, the seating position is

sportier than most cruisers,

with the pegs slightly further

back than your stereotypical

chopper. On the move the 

Gunner’s V-twin pumps out

103ftlb of torque that makes

for grin-inducing getaways

from lights and junctions.

A strong mix of style and

substance – and sub-£10k.

1731cc | 300kg | 89bhp

Cash price £9999 Deposit £1999.80 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.3%APR Final payment £5775

£109.20
PER MONTH (x36)

Suzuki GSX1250FA

This is something of a

bargain sports tourer. Spec

is solid with ABS, digital

fuel injection, an adjustable

seat and a gear position

indicator. It has a steel frame 

and conventional 43mm

fork, but the performance is

great, handling solid, and it’s

comfortable too with decent

weather protection. They’re 

utterly bulletproof, too.

1255cc | 257kg | 97bhp

Cash price £8135 Deposit £2066.75 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £3251

£115
PER MONTH (x36)
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*Terms and Conditions apply: 1. The promotion is open to UK, Channel Islands and Isle of Man residents aged 18 years or over except employees of the Promoter, their Dealers and agents and members of their immediate families or anyone connected to the creation and administration of the promotion. 2. £500 discount available on new Honda on-road Motorcycles

of 300cc and above purchased or ordered at participating Authorised Honda Dealers between 29th– 31st August 2015 (both dates inclusive). CRF and Cota models are excluded from this promotion. 3. To obtain your £500 contribution, you must first obtain a unique voucher code by registering your details at www.honda.co.uk/motorcycles between 29th August

and 31st August 2015. Once registered you will receive the voucher code by email. The unique voucher code must be presented to the Dealer at the time of purchase or order of the motorcycle. The contribution will be applied at the time of purchase or order and voucher codes will not be accepted after this time. Opening times of Dealers vary – please check

with the Dealer. 4. One voucher code only per purchase. No cash alternative available. No purchase necessary. 5. No responsibility will be accepted for voucher codes lost or damaged. 6. All Honda motorcycles subject to availability. 7. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for any loss, damage, injury or disappointment suffered by participating in this promotion,

or any damage to any participant’s or other person’s computer or mobile phone equipment as a consequence of participating in or downloading any material relating to this promotion. Nothing shall exclude the Promoter’s liability for death or personal injury resulting from its negligence. 8. The Promoter reserves the right to modify, cancel, terminate or suspend this

promotion in whole or in part, at its sole discretion, if it believes the promotion is not capable of being conducted within these terms and conditions or in the event of a virus, computer bug or unauthorised human intervention or any other cause that is beyond the reasonable control of the Promoter that could corrupt or affect the administration, security, impartiality

or normal course of the promotion. 9. If in the Promoter’s sole determination any participant acts contrary to these terms and conditions or their actions are or are considered to be fraudulent (including but not limited to tampering with the operation of the promotion or bringing the Promoter and/or any of its Dealers agents or representatives into disrepute),

they may be rejected from the promotion. 10. The decision of the Promoter is final and binding and no correspondence will be entered into. 11. These terms and conditions are governed by English law and are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the English courts. 12. Promoter: Honda Motor Europe Limited t/a Honda (UK), Cain Road, Bracknell RG12 1HL.

9LNPZ[LY MVY V\Y )HUR /VSPKH` :\TTLY :HSL HUK ÄUK�

your local dealer at honda.co.uk/bikesummersale

SUMMER SALE

29 - 31
AUGUST 2015

UP TO £500 OFF*

ON ALL 300cc BIKES AND ABOVE



PCP: What you need to know
Who does it work best for?

Riders who want to change

their new bike every two

or three years, want low

monthly repayments and

aren’t bothered about

owning the bike outright.

Who is it not suited to?

Riders who want to keep

their bike until it wears out,

and those who want to truly

own their motorcycle.

Are there mileage limits?

Yes, usually around 5000

per year, though these

are often adjustable up to

24,000 miles. If you go over

the agreed mileage you will

incur additional charges.

Can I ride it like I stole it?

Yes, provided you maintain

it like you own it. ‘Usual

wear and tear’ is allowed,

but nothing that could 

constitute abuse or

neglect. We have heard

no tales of dealers being

unreasonable, which isn’t

surprising as it’s in their

interest to get you into

another deal.

What about bolt-ons?

Yes, fine. Just remember

that if they lower the value

of the bike in the eyes of the

dealer (eg purple anodised

everything and an ear-

splitting pipe) you will be

penalised. Best plan is to

put it back to standard.

Is it possible to end the

agreement early?

Yes, though you will have

to pay any ‘negative equity’

on the bike. So if the bike is

worth £7000 and you still

owe £7500, you’ll have to 

pay the £500.

#MCNwednesday
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Triumph Speed Triple 94

Yamaha MT-09 Tracer

Kawasaki ZX-6R

Triumph Thunderbird

Ducati Monster 1200

Suzuki GSX-S1000F

The ’94 special edition

has been released to

celebrate 21 years since the

original bike was launched.

Available in black or yellow

paintschemes, just like the 

original, the new models

feature extra blacked-out

parts, use the original Speed

Triple typeface for the logo,

and have a commemorative 

plaque on the fuel tank.

Armed with a huge-capacity

parallel-twin engine, the

Thunderbird is on a mission

to steal sales from Harley. It

handles and performs well,

is very well put together and 

all the cruiser goodies are

present and correct. The

Thunderbird is a smooth ride

with just enough vibes to give

it character. Prime British 

beef for cruiser fans.

The ride is stable, plush,

versatile and fun. If you want

to take your partner and a

week’s worth of gear to St

Tropez – and have fun through

the twisties on the way down 

– it’ll do it with ease. And if

you just want a damn good,

true all-rounder, the Tracer’s

got virtually everyone beat.

It’s one of the UK’s top sellers 

as a result.

The 636cc motor boasts

a more usable spread of

power and torque than the

old 600. Both on the road

and track, it’s less manic, and

easier to get the most out 

of for the average rider. The

traction control and optional

ABS are excellent, and the

power kicks in at 8000 with a

noticeable aural assault as it

surges towards peak power.

This is the best Monster

Ducati have ever made. The

1198cc V-twin is very similar

to the Multistrada, but with

modifications to increase

low-down and mid-range 

power. It boasts a satisfying

punch from as little as

2000rpm. Plus: get £750 of

free Ducati accessories or

apparel on bikes bought and

registered before 30.09.15.

With pin-sharp handling and

a gutsy motor the GSX-SF is

a true sportsbike in almost

every sense. If you want

usable performance and

comfort, you can’t go wrong.

This is no soggy, soft sports

tourer, the GSX-SF flicks

through bends like a well

dialled-in race bike. It’s

precise, planted in corners

and uncannily stable. We like.

1050cc | 214kg |133bhp

Cash price £9749 Deposit £2043 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £5338

1699cc | 339kg | 85bhp

Cash price £11,699 Deposit £2898 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £6385

847cc | 190kg | 115bhp

Cash price £8285 Deposit £1871.30 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 9.6%APR Final payment £3725

636cc | 192kg | 135bhp

Cash price £9135 Deposit £2192 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9%APR Final payment £4239

1198cc | 182kg | 145bhp

Cash price £10,931 Deposit £2105.25 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 6.1%APR Final payment £5894

999cc | 214kg |145bhp

Cash price £10,135 Deposit £2627 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £4951

£119
PER MONTH (x36)

£119
PER MONTH (x36)

£115
PER MONTH (x36)

£119
PER MONTH (x36)

£119
PER MONTH (x36)

£129
PER MONTH (x36)

£101-£150

Triumph Tiger Explorer

If you’re looking for a British

adventure bike that’ll take

you round the world in

effortless comfort, want a

stonking characterful engine

and an accessories list as 

long as your arm, then look

no further. The 1215cc triple

is a lovely motor, providing

seamless drive from all over

the rev range, while giving a

delightful triple soundtrack.

1215cc | 259kg | 135bhp

Cash price £11,599 Deposit £2906.30 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £6240

£129
PER MONTH (x36)

BMW R1200RT

The RT, replete with the same

new water-cooled boxer first

seen in the R1200GS – albeit

with a heavier flywheel – is a

truly superb mile-muncher

as well as being surprisingly 

agile considering its size. The

addition of power modes and

the advanced electronics

have brought it bang up to

date. It won the accolade of

MCN’s best touring bike 2014. 

1170cc | 274kg | 125bhp

Cash price £13,725 Deposit £2923.31 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 2.9%APR Final payment £7059.42

£129
PER MONTH (x36)



What are my options?
Can I swap manufacturers?

Yes. The new dealer will

pay off what’s outstanding

on the bike (provided it’s

in respectable condition)

and roll you into a deal

on one of theirs. Most of

the major manufacturers

issue plans through Black

Horse, but some use other

finance groups – such as

KTM with Santander – so if

you’re planning on jumping

between manufacturers,

double-check your options

before you buy. Dealers

and finance companies are

both highly motivated to

help make your purchases

as easy as possible – so tell

them what you want, and

they’ll tell you what it’ll cost

to do it. Simple.

Can I get a PCP deal on a

used bike?

Yes. Many dealers can offer

this, and it’s all down to the

choice of bike, and you, as

to whether this is better

than the deal you could get

on a new bike. Generally the

bike has to be under three

years old to start with and

must usually be under five

years old at the end of the

PCP. However, because of

the lower retail price you

might be able to afford the

repayments on a straight

loan, which could work out

cheaper. The bonus with

buying nearly new is that

a chunk of depreciation

has already gone – but you

might still find there are

better deals on new bikes.

www.motorcyclenews.com
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Ducati 899 Panigale BMW R1200GS TE

Honda VFR800F

Ducati Multistrada 1200

Ducati Diavel

Honda VFR800X Crossrunner

Littered with rider aids like

traction control, ABS, EBC

(Engine brake Control) and a

quickshifter as standard, it’s

an exceptional middleweight

superbike – more forgiving 

than the 1299, and with

no less sex appeal. Plus,

get £750 of free Ducati

accessories or apparel on

bikes bought and registered

before September 30, 2015.

The addition of a water-

cooled version of the

venerable boxer-twin to

the legendary GS back in

2013 massively improved

the already class-leading 

adventure favourite in almost

every aspect. It looks sharper,

is more comfortable and

sophisticated, and handles

better, too. A great package, 

especially in TE trim.

In delivering refined

versatility, class, understated

quality and entertainment,

this new VFR is a success.

The V4 is a beautifully

tractable motor, the riding 

position effortlessly comfy,

and the styling finally back to

its best. It’s an exceptionally

capable and invigorating bike,

and rekindles the excellence 

of the pre-VTEC 800s.

It might look similar to the old

Multistrada, but the 2015 bike

is totally new and now boasts

Ducati’s DVT variable valve

timing system, claimed to

give perfect drive at any rpm. 

The Multi comes with traction

control, ABS, power modes,

cruise control and wheelie

control as standard and

manages to retain the large

9000-mile service intervals.

The Diavel was gifted a

revised engine from 2014

onwards, with its power

produced lower in the rev

range and with more torque.

The Diavel is an odd cross 

between cruiser and muscle

bike – but boy does it work. If

you’ve never tried one, grab a

test ride at your local dealer.

You won’t be disappointed,

and may well be tempted.

The Crossrunner represents

the best of two biking

genres: the flexibility and

exciting attitude of a naked

performance machine, with

the upright riding position 

and rugged appearance of

an adventure bike. The new

version gains the VFR’s 2014

updates, too: traction control,

heated grips, a revised engine

and better looks. Great bike.

898cc | 169kg | 148bhp

Cash price £12,931 Deposit £3215 Mileage: 6000pa

Rate 7.7%APR Final payment £6591

1170cc | 238kg | 125bhp

Cash price £14,555 Deposit £2790.24 Mileage: 5000pa

Rate 2.9%APR Final payment £7743.71

782cc | 202kg | 105bhp

Cash price £10,699 Deposit £1963.16 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £4351.19

1198cc | 235kg | 160bhp

Cash price £13,131 Deposit £3004.30 Mileage: 6000pa

Rate 8.6%APR Final payment £6543

1198cc | 205kg | 162bhp

Cash price £14,531 Deposit £3494.81 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 7.1%APR Final payment £8224

782cc | 242kg | 105bhp

Cash price £10,299 Deposit £1732.68 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £4351.19

£139
PER MONTH (x36)

£159
PER MONTH (x36)

£135

PER MONTH (x36)

£139

PER MONTH (x36) £139

PER MONTH (x36)

£149
PER MONTH (x36)

Kawasaki ZX-10R

With staggering performance

available from its potent

power plant the ZX-10R

pulls cleanly from low revs

with no fuss. There’s plenty

of midrange, making it very 

useable on the road, and the

Showa fork stays composed

even under fierce braking,

while the traction control

system is excellent. It’s had

huge racing successes, too.

998cc | 201kg | 200bhp

Cash price £12,355 Deposit £3083.75 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 9%APR Final payment £5631

£159
PER MONTH (x36)

Triumph Nightstorm

A stripped-down version of

the Triumph’s award-winning

Thunderbird, the Storm is

a mean and moody street

cruiser. Twin headlights and

cast aluminium five-spoke 

wheels finish the look, while

new for 2015 is this all-black

even more mean and moody

Nightstorm version which

takes darkness to a whole 

new level of black. 

1699cc | 339kg | 97bhp

Cash price £13,099 Deposit £2772 Mileage: 5000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £7173

£159
PER MONTH (x36)

August  19   2015 £101-£150
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KTM 1190 Adventure R KTM 1190 Adventure EP

Aprilia Tuono V4 1100 Ducati Multistrada 1200S

Honda VFR1200F C-ABS

Ducati 1299 Panigale

The whole package

of chassis, electronic

suspension and rider aids

makes this a seriously

capable bike. It can also

be ridden faster than you 

might ever think possible

for such an off-road capable

adventure bike. If you don’t

plan of a lot of off-road, the

non-R version (right) could be 

a more perfect partner.

As well as being fast, safe,

comfy and a cornering genius,

the new Tuono V4 1100 R is

a thing of beauty and quality.

There are no cheap, tacky

fasteners or panels, just a 

stonking superbike engine,

chassis and electronics

package. The Tuono sums up

what a super-naked should

be: sportsbike performance in 

a practical road package.

This 150bhp, 230kg bike

has far more rider-friendly

characteristics than any

previous KTM Adventure. It’s

not as hardcore as some KTM

fans would wish for, but that’s

what the R version is there for

(left). This iteration is more

squarely aimed at the rider

looking for a versatile go-

anywhere tourer rather than 

a Dakar wannabe.

The S version adds clever

semi-active suspension

called Skyhook. The rider can

choose from various modes

and the system alters the

power output and torque 

from the engine, and adjusts

the suspension to suit. Using

the same 160bhp DVT engine

as the standard bike, the S

adds Bluetooth connectivity,

and cruise control as well.

Updated in 2012 with revised

styling, traction control, more

torque, improved comfort

and improved fuel range, the

VFR1200F remains a good

bike completely defined by 

that V4 motor. Its quality and

finish is peerless, and if you’re

tired of pulling a clutch lever,

there’s even a DCT version to

tempt you. Take a test ride, 

and see what you think.

Just when you think

Ducati’s top-of-the-range

superbike can’t get any more

aggressive, or impressive,

they up the game again. The

1299 makes a thumping 

205bhp with a monstrous

106ftlb of torque. Thankfully

the electronics include

cornering ABS, an up and

down quickshifter, traction

control and anti-wheelie, too.

1195cc | 217kg | 150bhp

Cash price £13,999 Deposit £3499.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 4.2%APR Final payment £5493.12

1077cc | 184kg | 175bhp

Cash price £13,135 Deposit £3080.94 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £6285

1195cc | 230kg | 150bhp

Cash price £13,999 Deposit £3499.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 4.2%APR Final payment £5429.38

1198cc | 235kg | 160bhp

Cash price £15,731 Deposit £3774.70 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 8.6%APR Final payment £7837

1237cc | 267kg | 160bhp

Cash price £12,999 Deposit £2174.49 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 0%APR Final payment £4884.52

1285cc | 190kg | 196bhp

Cash price £16,831 Deposit £3557 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 7.9%APR Final payment £9520

£169.09PER MONTH (x36)

£185
PER MONTH (x36)

£165

PER MONTH (x36)

£167.43

PER MONTH (x36)

£179

PER MONTH (x36)
£179

PER MONTH (x36)

Aprilia Caponord 1200 TP KTM 1290 Super Duke R

The Caponord is a poised and

balanced machine that uses

a remapped 1197cc V-twin

from the now discontinued

Aprilia Dorsoduro. It’s got a

hefty punch, loves low gears 

and purrs like a dream in the

midrange. The electronic

suspension is incredibly

smooth and there’s an

impressive array of tech on

board. Dare to be different?

The 1301cc, 75 degree

V-twin is so mind-bendingly

powerful that it takes your

breath away. The figures

speak for themselves:

160.46bhp at the back wheel 

with 99.4ftlb or torque.

It’s also relatively light,

easy to ride and perfectly

fuelled, while boasting lots

of electonics to help keep

everything under control.

1197cc | 214kg | 125bhp

Cash price £13,135 Deposit £2665.93 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £5589

1301cc | 189kg | 160bhp

Cash price £13,999 Deposit: £3499.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £5,716.25

£199.39

PER MONTH (x36)
£195

PER MONTH (x36)

Harley-Davidson Softail Slim

The Softail Slim is paired

down to its essential

elements in the style of

custom bobbers of the 1950s.

It even mimics the rigid frame

lines of a vintage hardtail, 

but offers the comfort of a

modern suspension that is

neatly tucked away under the

chassis. This is big-cc Harley-

Davidson metal at its pure 

and iconic best.

1690cc | 318kg | 97.4ftlb

Cash price £14,980 Deposit £2996 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 10.6%APR Final payment £8441

£190.23PER MONTH (x36)



www.motorcyclenews.com

FREEDOM IS NOT
SOMETHING THAT JUST 
HAPPENS. GRAB IT
WITH BOTH HANDS!

A
s the smart entry into KTM’s world of travel enduro, the new KTM 1050 ADVENTURE can go as

far as you dare to explore. Lightweight, compact, agile and powerful, the KTM 1050 ADVENTURE

benefits from top-level safety features and offers an additional set-up option allowing it to be  

ridden with an A2 licence. Built to take you wherever your heart desires. 
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WARNING
»Always ride carefully and observe the applicable road traffic regulations

»Always wear appropriate protective clothing and never ride without a helmet

»All illustrated riding scenes were performed without exception by professionals on closed roads  

»MAKE NO ATTEMPT TO EMULATE THE RIDING SCENES SHOWN
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Honda CTX1300 Yamaha YZF-R1

The CTX1300 is part tourer,

part custom cruiser, it comes

with panniers as standard

and a truly unique look. The

V4 engine is taken from

Honda’s Pan European but 

lacks a bit of the thumping

exhaust note you would

expect on a machine of this

style. You’ll either love it or

hate it, but it’ll certainly get

you noticed on every ride.

New from the ground-up and

inspired by Yamaha’s YZR-M1

MotoGP racer, the 2015 R1

is smaller, lighter, nimbler

and more powerful than

ever. It also boasts the most 

advanced set of electronic

riding aids yet seen on a road-

going superbike. It’s a very

special beast, with M1 blood

in its veins. For the ultimate,

try and track down an R1M.

1261cc | 338kg | 83bhp

Cash price £14,999 Deposit £2567.37 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 0%APR Final payment £5267.73

998cc | 199kg | 197bhp

Cash price £15,135 Deposit £3734.50 Mileage 6000pa

Rate 9.6%APR Final payment £7013

£200
PER MONTH (x36)

£199
PER MONTH (x36)

Harley-Davidson Street Glide Victory MagnumKTM 1190 RC8 R

Big Harley-Davidsons used

to be lumpy, bumpy and

tiresome on British roads. Not

so anymore. And one of the

very best in the touring range

is the Street Glide. It handles 

exceptionally well, the

engine is characteristically

potato-potato, but smooth

and tractable, the brakes are

light years ahead of old, and it 

looks a million dollars.

With the Magnum, you can

have your custom cake and

eat it. Victory claim it’s the

‘boldest production bagger

ever to hit the road’ and

they’re not wrong. Bags of 

style, decent practicality

and mass production

reassurance. We like the

custom styling, but it’s not

for the shy, especially if you

choose the Plasma Lime one.

Born out of the original

RC8, the R version boasts

lightweight Marchesini

wheels, fully adjustable WP

suspension, and a chassis

that has been tweaked to 

sharpen the handling and

quicken the steering. There

are no electronics, or even

ABS, here – just pure power

and mechanical grip. Superb, 

and a bit different.

1690cc | 372kg | 101.78ftlb

Cash price £19,430 Deposit £4011 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £11,646

1731cc | 345kg | 88bhp

Cash price £17,699 Deposit £3539.80 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 7.8%APR Final payment £8862.50

1195cc |184kg | 175bhp

Cash price £13,499 Deposit £3374.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £5,025.62

£221.94PER MONTH (x36)
£215

PER MONTH (x36)

£203.91
PER MONTH (x36)

Aprilia RSV4 RF Honda Gold WingKTM 1290 Super Adventure 

There should be more

RSV4s on our roads. Like the

previous model the RSV4 RF

is incredibly easy to ride fast,

thanks to its even lighter,

more accurate handling, 

tweaked electronics and

flexible V4 power. But with its

new engine mods it now has

the muscle to compete with

the superbike class of 2015.

An absolutely stunning bike.

The Gold Wing is a two-

wheeled touring institution.

It has all the kit you could

want, including a GPS satnav

system. The six-cylinder

motor offers ‘only’ 100bhp 

at the rear wheel but, more

importantly, a massive

120ftlb of torque! It’ll take

you, a pillion, and most of the

contents of a three-bed semi 

as far as you want to go.

KTM have pushed the boat

out with the staggering

Super Adventure. Taking

the Super Duke’s 1301cc

V-twin, complete with a

thumping 160bhp, the chaps 

from Austria have stuck it in

an adventure bike and then

armed it with the very latest

electronics and a massive

30-litre fuel tank. It’s a global

adventure armchair of talent.

999cc | 180kg | 199bhp

Cash price £18,135 Deposit £3693.55 Mileage 5000pa

Rate 8.9%APR Final payment £8121

1832cc | 405kg | 117bhp

Cash price £25,399 Deposit £6384.44 Mileage 4000pa

Rate 5.9%APR Final payment £10,894.45

1301cc | 229kg | 160bhp

Cash price £15,999 Deposit £3999.75 Mileage 10,000pa

Rate 9.9%APR Final payment £6,704.38

£299
PER MONTH (x36)

£259

PER MONTH (x36)
£223.77

PER MONTH (x36)

PCP: The facts
Are there any pitfalls to

PCP?

Yes, of course there are. But

they’re very clearly defined.

The key to doing the perfect

deal is being completely

clear about what the plan

entails, and being utterly

confident that it meets your

needs. There are two big

points worth your note:

Negative/negligible equity

Most riders who buy their

bikes on PCP will roll their

deal over to a new bike

when the term comes to

an end, hopefully using the

equity in their deal as their

deposit for the next bike.

This is lovely in theory, but

there is a growing trend

amongst our four-wheeled 

friends for the Guaranteed

Final Value (GFV) to be nigh

on identical to the value

of the car. Bang goes your

equity for a deposit – and

that means stumping up

another lump sum to start

again with a fresh PCP deal.

If the GFV looks shockingly

high, and/or the monthly

payments shockingly low,

make sure you investigate 

the deal thoroughly. 

Miles of smiles

Don’t under-declare your

average yearly mileage in

order to boost your GFV

or reduce your monthly

payments. Some mileage

penalties are steep, and you

could find yourself facing

big excess mileage costs.
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BIG SUMMER

Get a bike insurance quote for a chance to win one of these

great prizes including MCN Machine of the Year – the MT-07*

PLUS! You could save £150 on your policy**

10 PAIRS OF RST
TRACTECH EVO
RACE GLOVES

10 PAIRS OF
LONDON

MOTORCYCLE
SHOW TICKETS

5 SHARK

AN OXFORD
RP-2 ONE PIECE
LEATHER SUIT

A FREE
MAGAZINE FOR

EVERYONE

*Full details about our big summer giveaway can be found at www.mcncompare.com. Ends midnight on 30.9.2015 **12% of 1350 MCN Compare customers surveyed in October 2014 saved over £150 on their bike insurance. The average saving was £85.22. Source: Bauer Research.
Calls to 0844 numbers on this page cost 5p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.
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LOW RATE FINANCE AVAILABLE ON SELECTED MODELS ACROSS THE RANGE.
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For more information, contact your local BMW Motorrad Retailer or visit www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

'VSUIFS 
OBODF CBTFE�PO�B����NPOUI�UFSN�BOE����� BOOVBM NJMFBHF�

BMW F 800 R.

Monthly payment £69.00

Total deposit £1,273.52

On the road cash price* £7,595.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £3,906.48

0.0% APR

BMW R nineT.

Monthly payment £109.00

Total deposit £2,582.21

On the road cash price* £11,900.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £6,172.90

2.9% APR

BMW F 800 GS.

Monthly payment £79.00

Total deposit £1,723.37

On the road cash price* £8,850.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £4,361.63

0.0% APR

BMW S 1000 R.

Monthly payment £99.00

Total deposit £2,127.80

On the road cash price* £10,350.00

0QUJPOBM��OBM�QBZNFOU? £5,344.14

2.9% APR

BMW Select Representative example: BMW R 1200 GS TE.

Term of
agreement

35 monthly
payments

On the
road cash price*

Total
deposit

Total amount 
of credit

Option to purchase
fee^

0QUJPOBM �OBM �
payment^

Total amount 
payable

Rate of
interest

36 months £139.00 £14,555.00 £2,790.24 £11,764.76 £1.00 £7,743.71 £15,399.95 2.9���YFE Representative 2.9% APR

8IBUFWFS ZPV SJEF BOE XIFSFWFS ZPV HP UIFSF JT B CJLF UP TFU ZPVS QVMTF SBDJOH� "EWFOUVSFT PGG SPBE UPVSJOH UIF�DPVOUSZTJEF�PS�HFUUJOH�ZPVS�LOFF�EPXO�PO�UIF�QFSGFDU�BQFY�
#.8�.PUPSSBE�IBT�B�NPEFM�UP�TVJU�ZPV�BOE�ZPVS�SJEJOH�OFFET��.BLF�MJGF�B�SJEF�BOE�TUBSU�ZPVS�KPVSOFZ�UPEBZ�

#.8�.PUPSSBE�6,�JT�B�DSFEJU�CSPLFS�BOE�OPU�B�MFOEFS�

BMW Motorrad UK 

The Ultimate
Riding MachineBMW Select Finance


