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Pretty pastels, bold florals 
and metallic elements are 
perfect at this time of year

CHATTING TO architect and 

TV personality Kevin McCloud 

about renovating, building  

from scratch and buying a  

new home, I was struck by his 

contrasting views. Kevin’s 

enthusiasm for exciting new 

products and technologies was 

infectious but he’s frustrated 

with the slow pace of change in 

the quality of many new homes and the shortage of land. 

To start with the positive: for many years we have 

imported timber from Scandinavia, as the UK’s mild 

climate produces wood that is too soft to build houses 

with. Now the Irish Forestry Commission, or Coillte, has 

developed a waterproof MDF that has been treated to 

give it a 50-year lifespan. Drill, cut, rout or saw at your 

will, this environment-friendly, renewable resource is  

set to revolutionise the domestic market. Thinking of 

adding a kitchen extension? Use this to clad the building 

and the savings you make will mean you can aford to 

splash out on luxury appliances or expensive flooring.

On a smaller scale, music lovers can enjoy their 

favourite sounds through an i-Bamboo speaker that 

resonates naturally when you slot in your iPhone. No 

charger, USB or battery required. ‘I’m all for making life 

simpler and this product fits the mould,’ admits Kevin. 

Now the downside: he believes that ‘the crisis in 

quality, leadership and planning within our housing 

industry requires a radical drive to provide decent, 

afordable homes’. Mmm… food for thought.

Many of us are looking afresh at our living space in 

April. If you plan to refresh or revamp, our free magazine, 

40 Inspiring Room Schemes, and the launch of our 

Renovation of the Year competition on p72 will inspire 

you. We’d love to see what you’ve done and there are 

some fabulous prizes. Happy renovating!

Julia Goodwin, Editor
Follow me on Twitter  
@JuliaHouseBEd 

1 Bold overblown 

peonies, foxgloves and 

foliage dominate in 

Harlequin’s dynamic 

Fauvisimo Floreale 

fabric, £56 a metre  

2 Add glitz to your table with 

hammered copper salad 

servers, £26, Oliver Bonas  

3 Pretty in dip dye-style pink, 

Le Creuset Stoneware Petite 

casserole, £17, John Lewis 

4 Elsie Rose Carrie bedding 

set, from £40 for a single, 

BHS, comes in an uplifting 

watercolour design 

5 Created using a hand-

loomed flatweave in pure 

cotton, the multicolour 

stripe Neapolitan cotton rug  

costs from £30 for 61cm  

x 91cm, Dash & Albert 5

1

2

3

4

PS Grand Designs Live will be running from  

30 April to 8 May at London’s ExCel, where Kevin  

will be judging his ‘green heroes’ competition. 
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We recently redesigned the layout of our house, removing 
walls and completely gutting it from top to bottom. After 
adding a new kitchen and dining room table the last thing to 
buy was a sofa but we couldn’t find one we liked. Following  
a massive search we finally discovered the ideal one – a 
House Beautiful Sophia sofa! It’s the perfect finish to a  
very long two years of renovating.
Tara Sims, via email
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HAPPY ENDING

This month’s prize
Our star letter writer wins £100 of  
Pyrex products from the Glass and 
Asimetria bakeware collections;  
@PyrexUKOicial; pyrexuk.com.

I’d like to thank Scott 
Taylor from my local 
builder WB Dodds in 
Crief, Perthshire. My 
bathroom in my Victorian 
home was looking very 
tired. With the aid of a few 
pictures for inspiration,  
he helped to create a 
room that far exceeded 
expectations. I love it!  
Lesley Keir, Kinrara

If you’d like to thank 
someone for help 
or brilliant 
customer 
service, 
email or 
write to 
Say a 
Special Thank 
You at the 
address below. If 
your letter is printed, 
we’ll send them a bouquet 
from the House Beautiful 
range at Flowers Direct (0333 
003 0501; flowersdirect.co.uk).

SAY A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU

Share with us
We love to hear from you via Facebook, Twitter, email or letter

Online you loved…

A COTSWOLD HOME STEEPED IN HISTORY
Meredith Holden… My dream house in my dream location! Imagine 
finding hidden rooms, wow!!
Margo Walker… Wouldn’t that be the most picturesque place to live
Chrissy Mary Gawley… Great cottage and history
Elsa Gabriel… Really nice
Denise Mularz Korsak… Gorgeous! Magnificently decorated
Sandra Chaplin… Wow. Beautiful home
Deborah Boulter… This is really really nice!

Sign up for House Beautiful’s free weekly e-newsletter by simply texting HB followed by your email address to 84499  
Texts to this number are charged at your standard network rate, never more. Standard network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service you are opting 

 in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking ‘unsubscribe’

Kitchen 

cupboards 

updated
The Sophia sofa 

from House 

Beautiful was the 

finishing touch

For some time, I’ve 
wanted to revamp my 
kitchen but couldn’t 
aford brand new 
units. Instead, 
inspired by your 
September issue, I 
painted the kitchen 
cupboards dark grey 
and the walls a shade 
lighter. Combined 
with an existing red 
theme, the whole 
room looks so much 
more contemporary! 
Lis Mortimer, via email

A charming 

home dating to 

medieval times

SET 
WORTH 
£100

  facebook.com/HouseBeautifulUK      @HB      pinterest.com/house_beautiful 

  @housebeautifuluk      house.beautiful@hearst.co.uk      House Beautiful, Hearst Magazines House, 72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP

CONNECT WITH HOUSE BEAUTIFUL

STAR 
LETTER 
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A P R I L  T R E N D

WHAT’S HOT

COLOUR KALEIDOSCOPE
Geometric shapes and vivid hues combine to stunning efect

‘Fun, bold and  
uplifting colours  

can look sophisticated  
if you mix plains with 

clean, graphic shapes.’ 

KIERA BUCKLEY-JONES, 
INTERIORS EDITOR

SPECTRUM STYLE
Go super-modern with this 

pretty, digitally printed fabric in a 

collage of colours. Northmore 

Major linen, £70 a metre, Flock. 

Hand-cut Aqua Cocoon glass 

vase, £54, Oliver Bonas
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1 Brighten up your kitchen with the bold Scion Bakelite Bright mug, £10, Amara 2 Make up for lost time with this Big Time clock in Green, 

£35, The Glasgow School of Art Shop 3 Keep unsightly bits and pieces hidden away in these Renae storage boxes, £70 for two, Habitat  

4 The stylish Wow Plus wireless speakers, £139 for a pair, can be linked to play music simultaneously, Kakkoii 5 Quench your thirst with some 

light refreshments from these gorgeous multi-coloured Incalmo jugs, £175 each, The New Craftsmen 6 For a retro vibe, go for the Bliss table 

lampshade, £85 by Parris Wakefield Additions at notonthehighstreet.com 7 Geometric designs look modern in multi tones. Add a Nirwa 

Design Half Wheat cushion to jazz up your sofa, £30, A Splash of Colour 8 The Geo Border bath towel, £6, George at Asda, will add a vibrant 

touch to a neutrally decorated bathroom 9 You can tuck this low Briggs stool neatly under a dining table, £149, Out & Out Original

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE 
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Arundel diagonal support  

oak table, £1,350, Neptune

Elmsman reclaimed fir and 

steel table, from £645, Loaf

Pinner limed beech table with 

flint white base, £1,195, Heal’s

KITCHEN 
TABLES

MADE BY HAND
These pretty Sophie Conran 
glass vases are handblown 
and rolled in coloured glass 
shards, which melt to create 
the magical speckled 
pattern. They come in Sky 
Blue, £75, Sea Green, £45, 

and Sunshine, £30. 

3 of the best… 

Take your pick of stylish homewares from statement tables to pots with a touch of spring

DESIGN NEWS

NEW LOOKS

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

HOT PICKS

VILLAGE LIVING
Holloways of Ludlow  
has created its first  
home lifestyle store in  
a 15th-century property 
in the village of Brasted 
in Kent. Expect to find 
cushions and throws 
from Stockholm-based 
Simon Key Bertman, 
Seagate kitchenware 
from US brand Canvas 
Home, and tiles by 
Dutch designer  
Marga van Oers.

SKY AND SEA
There’s a shade to 
suit every setting  
in Little Greene’s 
Blue collection of  
21 paint shades, 
ranging from 
almost white to 
intense Ultra Blue. 
Pictured here is 
Smalt, from £37  
for 2.5L Absolute 
matt emulsion.  
See our Colour 
Confident pages for 
more blue hues.

1 NATURAL MATERIALS Using 

leaves and twigs dipped in India 

ink, designer Kaoru Parry has 

created designs for seven bone 

china mugs. Finished with 

hand-painted 22-carat gold 

rims, they are £20 each from 

Luna & Curious. 

2 CREATE A SPLASH Serve  

up family-sized salad or pasta 

meals in Emma Bridgewater’s 

ceramic Splatter dish, £69.95.

3 CELEBRATION BAKE Bring  

a retro, party feel to your cake 

baking with Hemingway’s 

Carnival tins inspired by The 

Festival of Britain. Set of  

three, £20, Unique & Unity.

4 ON A CURVE Light up a 

corner in style with this 

Descartes Antiqued Silver brass 

desk light from Pooky, £190. 

5 ART ON A PLATE True to her 

signature style, designer Sue 

Timney’s new 47-piece dining 

collection for Marks & Spencer  

is black and white and mixes 

graffiti Brit style with elements 

from classical architecture. 

Silhouette plate, £29.50 for four.

1

2

3

4

5
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BARGAIN NEWS

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

NEW IN

BRIGHT IDEAS
Get ready for spring with 
some vibrant pieces from 
Ben De Lisi’s latest 
collection at Debenhams 
(left). They include: Lido 
glass vase, £18; Teal 
irregular vase, £15; 
silicone utensil set, £18; 
tea, cofee, sugar tins, 
£18; colander set, £20; 
and mixing bowl set, £25.  
The Nord two-tone small 
extending dining table is 
£1,080 from Debenhams.

ACCENT PIECES

1 FROM THE EARTH

Stylish flora and fauna designs 

feature in H&M’s latest 

botanical collection, including 

this printed Fern cushion, from 

£3.99. A bamboo/beetle design 

is also available.

2 STATEMENT COLOUR

Make Habitat’s Pedley painted 

UTILITY CHIC
Add an industrial edge 

to a dining room or 
kitchen and hang this 

Madison Diner oversized 
iron pendant, £150, from 

BHS, over a table or 
island unit.

and natural wood modular 

storage unit the focal point  

in your living room. Pedley 

medium sideboard, £495; 

there’s also a larger three-tier 

storage unit for £795. 

3 ISLAND LIFE

Wake up to colourful birdsong 

in this polycotton Island Birds 

Treat yourself…

...to one of Nina Campbell’s 

gorgeous bud vases. They come 

in a clear glass Diamond style for 

£14.50, or pastel jewel shades 

of Peridot, Amethyst and Pink 

Sapphire for £17.50 each. 

A round-up of the hottest homewares – all at great prices

bedlinen. Double duvet set,  

£12, George Home.

4 CHIC TABLEWARE 

This pebble-glazed stoneware 

from the new Amazon range at 

House of Fraser will look 

sophisticated on a smart dinner 

table. Dinner plate, £8; side 

plate, £6; bowl, £6.
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1 Display brightly coloured postcard artworks in this chic frame for a striking contrast, £22, House of Fraser 2 Large- and small-scale 

patterns work together for statement style. Steel cushion, £20, Habitat 3 Enhance a neutrally decorated hallway with Next’s wire 

pendant, £45 4 Graham and Green’s hand-thrown Papyrus vase, £26.95, has a lovely crackle-glaze effect 5 This Umbra shift coiled 

stool is relaxed contemporary design at its best, £330, Amara 6 Smart enough to put on display – or you could just eat from this 

unusual Collage dinner plate, £27.22 by Ilaria.i at clippings.com 7 Introduce some stand-out storage with this eyecatching white 

bamboo basket, £26, Design Vintage 8 This handmade porcelain bowl (37cm in diameter) would make a stunning table centrepiece, 

£120, Kelly Hoppen 9 Chunky stitched edges finish off the herringbone pattern of this Empire throw, £135, Scandi Living 

SCRATCH AND STITCH

Mix weave designs and linear patterns for a modern take on black and white

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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DECO UPDATE

STATEMENT CUSHIONS
Bring bold pattern into your home with these stunning botanical prints

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

1 A crisp green and white colourway prevents this Amazon Parrot, £20, House of Fraser, from looking kitsch 2 The Geo floral, £7, George Home, mixes 

geometrics with a tropical pattern 3 Embroidered detailing gives depth to the retro-look Dragon Flowers, £66, Suki Cheema 4 Louise Wilkinson’s 

Harvest, £75, offers an intricate twist on the botanical trend 5 A dark background makes the floral pattern on the Mathilda Midnight really stand 

out, £65, Abigail Borg 6 Delicate foliage designs look pretty on Etoile Home’s Yuma in Eau de Nil, £52 7 Oversized stylised florals bring fun to the 

generously sized Joelle cushion, £40, Habitat 8 Safomasi’s charming Mint Coconut Picker is inspired by the countryside of Kerala in Southern India, 

£42, The Elephant Stamp 9 The cheerful colours in BHS’s Floral, £12, conjure up a bright, sunny day 10 Fern prints look fresh on the Bristle Fern, 

£56, Kith & Kin 11 With a painterly feel, Anastazia’s Wild Tulips, £28, Art Rookie, would add personality to a favourite armchair 
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Coordinate a rainbow of pale hues with  

modern patterns and eyecatching details  

for a sophisticated scheme

Modern edge
Team furniture and 
accessories in a mix of 
curved designs and angular 
shapes to keep the look 
contemporary
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Art class FRAMED GRAPHIC PRINTS AND CUSHIONS 
WITH MODERN ART DESIGNS PROVIDE A STRIKING 
CONTRAST TO THE MUTED PASTEL COLOUR PALETTE

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



Mixed materials INTRODUCE  
A VARIETY OF TEXTURES AND SHAPES 
TO BRING LAYERS OF INTEREST TO  
A SERENE PINK BACKDROP



C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Luxe touch
A wonderfully tactile  
and stylishly useful  
velvet ottoman adds 
glamour to the hallway

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 25
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Pretty practical
A set of Perspex clipboards 
keeps clutter under control 
and creates an artistic display 
in a study area

26  housebeautiful.co.uk



C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

On the board MAKE A PATCHWORK 
OF PAINTED CANVASES INTO A 
STUNNING COLOUR-COORDINATED 
HEADBOARD, THEN MIX AND MATCH 
PATTERNED BEDLINEN TO COMPLETE 
THE FOCAL POINT BED

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N



Where to buy everything

Mixed materials
Walls in Floris 27 matt emulsion, £42 for 2.5L, Mylands. Manami wool 
rug, £395, Habitat. Curtain fabric, for similar see Plain Weave Linen in 
Natural, £32 a metre, Volga Linen. Originals Plank table, £1,005, Ercol. 
Green and grey Masters chairs by Philippe Starck, £150 each, Heal’s. 
Pink Walker aluminium chair, £159, Idyll Home. Wire basket, £72; 
top in oiled oak veneer, £92; both Ferm Living. Superliving Big Dynamo 
pendant light, £78, Northlight. Cloud Forest screenprint (unframed), 
£45, clippings.com. On dining table (l-r): Push coffee maker by Muuto, 
£82, Really Well Made. Loft Stacker floral mugs, £15 for four, Marks & 
Spencer. Small pink plate, £61; other plates, from £19; all Smug. Pink 
Alba ceramic vase, £49.95, Graham and Green. Marble cakestand, £78, 
Oliver Bonas. Dinner plate, £20, Another Country. Carafe, £169, Smug. 
Water glasses, £7 each, Holly’s House. Teatowel, £19, Smug. On side 
table: Wave vase, £25, Idyll Home. Lily Lilac plate by Merchant Archive, 
£20, Unique & Unity. Jumbo mug, £8.95, Graham & Green

Luxe touch
Walls in Tourbillon BP 4804, £97 for 10m, Farrow & Ball. Velvet 
ottoman, £395, Oliver Bonas. Rug, £68, Graham and Green. Medium 
Mint Dot basket, £39, Ferm Living. Wall-mounted Parlour light, £58, 
Rockett St George. On ottoman: Nude velvet cushion, £36; pink 
washed linen throw, £175; both Holly’s House. Inka cushion, £49, 
Ferm Living. Leather envelope in Watermelon, £20, Present & Correct 

Modern edge
Walls in Floris 27 matt emulsion, £42 for 2.5L, Mylands. Dinner 
plate, £20, Another Country. Small plate, £61; Canard carafe, £169; 
both Smug. Originals Plank table in Clear, £1,005, Ercol. Masters 
chairs by Philippe Starck, in Sage Green, £150 each, Heal’s 

Art class
Whitby sofa in Blush Pure Belgian linen, £2,180, sofa.com. Pyramid 
hand tufted rug in Tonal Blue, £249, Made. Le Cocktail chair in Pale 
Jade, £425, Oliver Bonas. Bradshaw coffee table, £79; wire table, 
£79 for two; all Marks & Spencer. Peeta floor lamp, £60, Habitat. 
Harbour print No. 2 (left); Anstruther print (right); £50 each, 
Howkapow. Ribba frames, £15 each, Ikea. On sofa (l-r): Mint Double 
Arrow cushion, £25, Holly’s House. Vivid cushion, £49, Ferm Living. 
Lambswool throw by Eloise Sorbet, £110, Howkapow. Assemble 
Configure square cushion, £66, Smug. Block Kelim cushion, £65, 
Holly’s House. On coffee table: Large metal tray, £55, Ferm Living. 
Onda jug with blue rim, £15, Habitat. Cup, £45; saucer, £35; both 
Smug. Coffee pot, for similar, see Moka six-cup coffee maker, £35, 
Habitat. On side table: Cup, £45; saucer, £35; both Smug. Contrast 
Colour Rose Gold teaspoon, £18 for four, Oliver Bonas. Leather 
envelope in Spearmint, £20, Present & Correct

Pretty practical
Walls in Firefly in Ice, by Yuexin Du, £119 for 10m, Feathr. Lisabo  
desk, £115, Ikea. Dinton chair, £175 for two, Marks & Spencer. 
Teepee Geo rug, £349, Olli Ella. Medium size wire basket in Mint, 
£62, Ferm Living. Lamp, £58, Oliver Bonas. Concrete desktop 
planters, from £35, Graham and Green. Pour Darling jug, £189;  
half clock in Kraft, £24; both Smug. Travel notebook, £20, Holly’s 
House. Index card calendar, £20; coloured masking tapes, £3  
each; all Present & Correct. Pens, from £1 each, Paperchase. Un  
Deux Trois print, £31.75, Northlight. Ribba frame, £15, Ikea.  
Clear A4 clipboards, £2.25 each, Paperchase

On the board
Painted headboard made from white box canvasses, from £15 each, 
Hobbycraft. Wire basket, £72; oak veneer top, £92; both Ferm Living. 
Nema kilim rug, £139, Olli Ella. Spot duvet cover set, £40 for double; 
Ditsy pillowcases, £7 each; all Habitat. Duvet cover in Mousier Duck 
Egg, £195 for kingsize; pillowcases, £30 each; all The Linen Works. 
Nude Velvet cushion, £36, Holly’s House. Helix I Cushion by Tomy K, 
£45, Woven. Pendant Saucer light, £89, Graham and Green. R1 
Radio, £200, Ruark Audio. Herimo large vase, £39, Woven. Rose  
carafe by Bitossi Home, £15; Tela glass tumbler £15; both Unique  
& Unity. Frosted bottle, £18, House of Fraser  HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE  FIND MORE GREAT STYLE IDEAS AT housebeautiful.co.uk
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B E D L I N E N  D E S I G N E R S

From contemporary geometrics to vintage florals, this season’s  

new bedlinen designs look as good as they feel

And so to sleep...

For a pared-back 

scheme, choose the 

Malvik (diamond 

pattern) duvet  

cover, £80; Malvik 

pillowcases, £30 for 

two; or Alta duvet 

cover (at end of  

bed), £90; all Gray  

& Willow at House  

of Fraser
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CLASSIC VARIETY

SIMPLY STYLISH

What or who inspires you? I’ve always 
searched for patterns in my surroundings. For 
example, today while we were out walking it 
started snowing and I saw beautiful triangular 
patterns where the snow had fallen and settled 
between branches. It looked fabulous and 
could be the start of a great design. If you look, 
you find inspiring patterns everywhere.
What’s your home like? I live with my 
husband and two daughters in Älmhult, a 
village in southern Sweden where the Ikea 
headquarters are. We live in a typical wooden 
Swedish house. Having been in Scandinavia  
for nine years, my style has become simple and 
minimal and I prefer white walls and lots of 

Bold geo prints are a 

big trend. Flong quilt 

cover set including four 

pillowcases, £18, Ikea

What or who inspires you? I travel 
a lot so the cultures, decoration and 
cafés of the places I visit all inspire me. 
The architecture and the colours on 
my most recent trip to Sao Paulo in 
Brazil were amazing. Vintage pieces, 
paintings, up-and-coming artists and 
graduates are also a constant  
source of inspiration. 
What’s your home like? My partner 
and I and two young children recently 
moved from London to a Victorian 
house in a Sussex village. We’ve used 
paint that looks like raw plaster, and 
simple materials such as concrete and 
wood. My style is classic mid-century 
modern and I’m planning to buy a 
Yngve Ekstrom sheepskin chair.  
The only thing I’ve never mastered is 
minimalism as I like to collect things 
on my travels. Anyway with two 
young children, it would never work!
Favourite object in your home and 

why? I have some huge old wooden 
doors, which I love, that open into a 
wardrobe space, and an old Eames 
rocker my partner bought me after 
the birth of our son Albie. 
The new big trend? Our bolder 
customers want feature bedlinen such 
as the new Hiroto range by Christiane 
Lemieux, inspired by a vintage swatch 
of a traditional Japanese fabric. For a 
more homely layered style, Dickins  
& Jones offers a mix of feminine prints 
and embroideries in great colours. 
Gray & Willow’s collection including 
Malvik and Alta (left), with a neutral 
contemporary palette, is perfect for  
a more pared-back look. 

TIP Decide what sort of person  
you are and choose accordingly. For 
instance, don’t go for linen if you 
don’t like a casual look, and if you 
prefer top quality, go for luxurious 
500, 800 or 1,000 thread count.  
A calmer design on the bed might 
work best in rooms with patterned 
wallpaper or bright colours. Selecting 
a contrasting sheet or different 
pillowcases also adds interest. C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

SUE 

ROBERTS, 

43, trained 

at Cleveland 

College of 

Art and 

Design in 

textile 

design and 

surface pattern and joined House 

of Fraser in 2004, where she is 

now design director.

EMMA JONES,  

42, trained as a 

textile designer  

at Nottingham  

Trent University  

and worked as a 

freelancer before 

joining Ikea, where 

she is now deputy 

range manager for textiles in Sweden.

natural wood. Our home is filled with things 
we’ve collected from our travels, artwork on 
the walls and pictures made by the children.
Favourite object in your home? I love our 
fridge and freezer. They stand side by side 
and are completely covered with pictures, 
photos, stamps, postcards and magnets. 
Whenever we travel we always buy a new 
magnet. Everything is a memory and it’s a 
lovely way to be reminded of the good times.
The new big trend? With its strong, bold 
graphics, the Scandi look is perennially 
popular. We want designs that represent that 
and stand out from the crowd. Our wide 
range of bedlinen extends from the most 
expressive designs to more subtle patterns 
with thoughtful details. Our new collection 
reflects this perfectly, from the Flong range 
(above), which has a simple, calm aesthetic, 
to my favourite, the vibrant Doftranka 
designed by Niina Aalto. It makes me feel  
as though I am sleeping on a bed of clouds.

TIP It’s crucial that you love the design of 
your bedlinen and it fits with what else you 
have at home. Good quality, cool cotton will 
last for a long time and give you a comfortable 
night’s sleep. 
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What or who inspires you? Colours when 

I’m travelling or, closer to home, flowers in 

my garden. I love watercolours – they’re so 

fluid. My fondness for turquoise and blue was 

inspired by reading Roald Dahl’s George’s 

Marvellous Medicine as a child; Quentin 

Blake’s illustration of that huge cauldron 

bursting with colour always sticks in my mind. 

What’s your home like? We live in a 

converted coach house with a big open-plan 

living space in Glasgow. It’s perfect for my 

husband and two young boys. We have 

PAINTERLY FLORALS

Tranquil Rose features 

big, bold colours and 

prints. Double duvet 

cover, £99; Oxford 

pillowcases, £35 for 

two; all Christy

LITERARY INFLUENCE

What or who inspires you? I’m fascinated 

by early 20th-century design and have  

always felt a link to the Omega Workshops 

founded by the Bloomsbury Group. I fell in 

love with their style when I saw the vibrant 

designs and exuberant colours they’d used 

to decorate their house at Charleston. 

What’s your home like? I live with my 

boyfriend in a Victorian terrace in south 

Manchester. Our style is a mix of Arts & 

Crafts and early Edwardian. I love original  

art and buy lots of pieces on ebay to upcycle. 

Favourite objects in your home? A pair  

of Art Deco-style armchairs that I was given 

when a local church closed down. I had them 

reupholstered in beautiful velvet fabric. 

The new big trend? Good quality cotton. 

Our Lilian design is a pure cotton percale and 

has a breathable, crisp and smooth quality. 

Another trend is using colour and pattern to 

express individual taste more than the endless 

neutrals of a few years ago – the striking 

colours of Tranquil Rose (right) are to die for!

TIP Look for high thread counts and cotton 

with a good provenance such as Egyptian, Pima 

and Supima, as they’ll be soft and enduring. 

The delicate pastels 

of Lola. Duvet cover, 

from £65; pillowcase, 

£18. Linen floral 

cushion cover, £60; 

all Bluebellgray

LUCY ACKROYD, 

42, studied textile 

design at Central 

St Martins and 

worked for several 

companies before 

joining Christy in 

2003. She became 

design manager 

for Christy bedlinen in 2010.

FI DOUGLAS, 34, 

studied textiles at 

the Glasgow School 

of Art. She worked 

in the textile 

industry for a while 

before setting up 

Bluebellgray six 

years ago from  

her Glasgow kitchen table. 
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What or who inspires you? I love the 

colours and textures in nature and in 

Australia we’re lucky to have such a rich 

variety. I recently sent three of our designers 

into the Hartz Mountain National Park  

on the edge of Hobart, to go hiking and 

bring back illustrations, watercolours, 

photographs and film footage of the local 

flora and fauna. We then used this imagery 

to inspire and create the new collection.

What’s your home like? I live with my 

husband on the northern beaches of 

modern pieces, such as our Ercol bench, and 

antique finds from my travels. Texture plays a 

big part, with a hand-tufted Bluebellgray rug 

and far too many velvet cushions.

Favourite object in your home? A huge  

old sofa – the woodwork is painted turquoise 

and it’s upholstered in our Impressionist Teal 

fabric. It’s piled up with cushions in soft 

pastels. I love it for the colours and the space 

it creates – full of happy family memories.

The new big trend? People are becoming 

more adventurous with colour and scale. Our 

Wisteria design has big watercolour blooms 

that make a real statement, and we’ve 

recently introduced a range of printed sheets 

that works especially well with oversized 

prints. The new season collection also 

features a lot of pastels, offering a softer way 

to introduce colour into the home. I love Lola 

(left) with its pretty, soft hues and shapes that 

blur the line between abstract and floral. 

TIP Be brave. Bedlinen isn’t permanent and 

can be changed with the seasons so you can 

easily transform a whole room with one piece.

PERSONAL STYLE

Alchemie Aquamarine 

duvet cover set, £130, 

Sheridan, features 

abstract design

JO JAGGS, 30, 

studied fashion 

and textile 

design in her 

native Australia 

before working 

as a designer for 

Abercrombie  

& Fitch in the  

US. She joined Sheridan as general 

manager of design two years ago. 

Sydney. We recently bought a lovely old 

cottage, which we’ve transformed into an 

open-plan breezy home, with white walls 

and wooden floors, a navy sofa and 

neutral-coloured accessories. I love using 

our incredibly soft, white weaves on our 

bed and each season I buy something new. 

Favourite object in your home and 

why? My design team just gave me a 

beautiful succulent plant as a wedding 

present. I’m obsessed with the garden at 

the moment, so it’s perfect.

The new big trend? Customers want to 

express their personalities through how they 

style their beds so we offer a broad range of 

designs. Alchemie (above) has abstract and 

painterly brushstrokes, but for something 

more classic we have Bellair, with its delicate 

embroidery borders, or Beadmore, a 

gorgeous floral weave from Portugal. 

TIP Mix textures on your bed to make it 

look inviting. Depending on the weather, 

switch weights. White is key and forms  

the foundation of everything I do.  HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY
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H O M E  L I F E

Forest dwelling
At the end of a gravel path in one of the country’s most ancient and 

beautiful woodlands lies a thoroughly modern surprise

WORDS CAROLINE EDNIE  PHOTOGRAPHY NIGEL RIGDEN



EXTERIOR

Set in glorious 

woodlands, the 

modular, chestnut-clad 

home has been built  

and insulated to a  

high finish 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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G
etting permission to build new property 

in a conservation area is difficult, 

especially if it’s in one of our treasured 

national parks. So it’s astonishing to 

find not just a new-build but a bespoke mobile 

home nestling among the silver birch trees and 

bluebell woods of Hampshire’s New Forest.

The pre-fabricated home belongs to Mel 

Michaels, a company manager, and her husband 

Roy, who are both semi-retired. It not only fits 

seamlessly into its setting in this Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, but it has also  

been built to be as green as its surroundings.

The Michaels came to this five-acre site within 

the New Forest National Park more than 25 years 

ago, while looking to buy a home. It was so 

beautiful they felt purchasing the site would be  

a better long term investment than a bricks and 

mortar house in a less attractive area. They lived 

there first of all in a static caravan and then in an 

off-the-shelf £20,000 mobile home. But it was so 

poorly insulated, with thin walls and only Calor 

gas for heating, that after yet another cold winter 

the couple decided they’d had enough. 

‘We looked at larger houses in the area, but we 

kept coming back to our site, which is surrounded 

by silver birch trees, bluebell woods and streams,’ 

says Mel. The fact that new dwellings are 

prohibited in a national park didn’t stop the 

couple. ‘There have been two caravans here since 

1963 – our neighbour has the other one – which 

had created a precedent, and we felt sure that we 

could get planning permission for a new mobile 

home. We decided our best option was to stay 

here and build a mobile home that was warmer, 

more ecofriendly and exactly fitted our needs.

‘Initially we approached various manufacturers. 

Although they’re used to designing caravans and 

park, or mobile, homes, we wanted to take it to 

another level so we approached local Lymington-

based architects, PAD Studio. We really liked other 

buildings in the area they’d designed and admired 

their approach to Passivhaus principles. What we 

were after was a very low-energy home that would 

be flooded with light and with a strong connection 

to the landscape. And most importantly, we didn’t 

want it to look or feel like a mobile home!’

Although PAD Studio hadn’t tackled a mobile 

home before, they approached the challenge  

with gusto. The design had to comply with the 

Caravan Sites Act 1968, which restricts both the 

construction and size of the dwelling, so they 

spent a lot of time researching the mobile home 

market, visiting companies and similar properties 

around the country, and understanding what they 

could and 

SEATING AREA

Patio doors on two sides 

with floor-to-ceiling 

windows emphasise the 

connection between the 

building and the landscape 

it sits in. A modular sofa 

from Verzelloni Link fits 

neatly into the corner

‘We looked at larger houses in the area but kept coming back to our site,  which       

KITCHEN

Natural oak finishes soften 

the whiteness of the units, 

which came from Kitchen 

Collection, and limestone 

worktops from Moleanos

KITCHEN/DINING SPACE

The modern lines of the 

dining table and chairs  

are perfect in the sleek, 

open-plan space. Pendant 

lights by Koho, from 

Atomic Interiors,  

enhance the look

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E



H O M E  L I F E

    is surrounded by silver birch trees, bluebell woods and streams,’ SAYS MEL
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couldn’t do. In the end they decided to push the 

Act guidelines to the limit by creating a home  

6.8 metres by 20 metres – the maximum size 

permitted. The first bespoke model with these 

dimensions, it was built to Passivhaus standards, 

using a steel frame structure that has been clad  

in chestnut boards echoing the slender trunks and 

silver hue of the surrounding birch trees. There’s 

an open-plan living/dining/kitchen area with two 

ensuite bedrooms.  

Once planning permission was granted, the 

Michaels sold their house and lived in a temporary 

caravan on the site while the work was being done. 

Built and fully fitted-out at a factory in 

Yorkshire, the £300,000 home arrived on site  

in two parts on two flatbed trucks. It was then 

craned onto the existing concrete and limestone 

plinth. ‘Literally the only thing that wasn’t built-in 

was the freestanding furniture,’ says PAD Studio 

architect Wendy Perring. ‘We lined up the two 

parts of the building, bolted them together and 

then taped the joints so it’s fully airtight.’ In all,  

the house took just over four months to build  

and fit out, and another couple of months to be 

completely ready for Mel and Roy to move into.

Forest Lodge overlooks a valley and its design 

has been inspired by the surrounding landscape, 

with large, 

‘There’s a place for everything and it all flows beautifully,’ SAYS MEL

HOME OFFICE

With a built-in sofa bed 

that pulls out, the office 

can double up as a guest 

bedroom. It’s ideal for 

when family and friends 

come to stay as it has an 

ensuite bathroom and 

opens out onto the deck

CORRIDOR

Pale oak floors and ceilings 

and white-painted walls 

ensure a tranquil look 

H O M E  L I F E

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E
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full-height, triple-glazed windows framing the 

views, allowing in maximum light and making the 

inside of the home feel much bigger than it really 

is. The Michaels also chose pale, neutral shades for 

the rooms, which add to the sense of size.  

‘We wanted something homely and modern but 

not too white,’ says Mel. So the floor and ceilings 

are whitened oak. The kitchen is finished in white 

lacquer with areas of oak and limestone worktops 

while the living area also has bespoke oak storage 

and shelving. ‘There’s a place for everything and  

it all flows beautifully,’ she adds.

The building has also been super-insulated,  

with a 3.8kW photovoltaic array on the roof to 

generate electricity as well as an air-source heat 

pump to provide hot water for the underfloor 

heating system. A sewage treatment plant 

manages waste, and rainwater is harvested from 

the roof, which also has structural eyelets so the 

house can be picked up by crane and moved 

should Mel and Roy ever want to leave.

For the time being though, the couple are more 

than happy to stay exactly where they are. ‘Forest 

Lodge may be built to a restricted size, but we 

don’t feel it’s a compromise,’ says Mel. ‘It really 

does suit our needs perfectly.’ HB

MAIN BEDROOM

A simple colour scheme 

and natural finishes keep 

the look serene. The grey 

rugs are from John Lewis

MEL AND ROY

Twenty five years after 

building their first home  

on the site, the couple have 

the house of their dreams

‘It may be a restricted size, but Forest Lodge suits our needs perfectly,’ SAYS MEL

H O M E  L I F E

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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MODERN 
OUTLOOK

Downsizing couple Pauline and Bill chose practicality over space, 

but didn’t compromise on their love of mid-century style

WORDS JANET MCMEEKIN  PHOTOGRAPHY RICHARD GADSBY

LIVING ROOM 

A rug from Ikea anchors the 

yellow and grey scheme in the 

living room, which features a 

painting by Sally Elford, who 

exhibits at the Hove-based 

Boxbird Gallery

R E A D E R  H O M E

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Pauline Freshwater, 67,  

a garden designer, and  

her husband Bill, also  

67, a web developer

THE PROPERTY

A Victorian three- 

bedroom, semi-detached  

in Chichester, West Sussex

PRICE £185,000

MONEY SPENT £40,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW

£375,000



House Beautiful APRIL 2016 43

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

RELAXING SPACE

The living room sofa, 

coffee table and yellow 

chair are all from local 

shop Winter’s Moon. An 

Ikea lamp in the corner 

of the room echoes the 

shape of the 1970s 

version by the sofa, 

which belonged to 

Pauline’s father
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A
fter three of their four daughters had left 

home, Pauline and Bill Freshwater felt the time 

had come to swap their rambling farmhouse 

north of Selsey, near the West Sussex coast, 

for a more compact and practical city centre home.

‘Over the years we’d extended our two-bedroom 

Edwardian farmhouse to create a five-bedroom home  

for us and our daughters,’ says Pauline. This outgoing 

family had shared many happy and memorable moments 

there but, once the girls fled the nest, Pauline hankered 

after a move to nearby Chichester.

‘I wanted to live somewhere that would work well  

for us as we got older,’ she says. ‘As we hoped to get  

rid of our car one day, any property needed to be within 

walking distance of the city centre, the theatre, in striking 

distance of the train station and near to a good pub!’

Pauline kept a close eye on the property market,  

and when the Freshwaters got a firm buyer for their 

farmhouse, she already had a fair idea of where she 

wanted to move to. When a suitable-looking house  

came on the market, she immediately set up a viewing.

‘The house is tucked away in a quiet and very 

convenient little pocket of Chichester,’ says Pauline.  

‘It had recently been renovated and, although the 

“builder’s choice” of kitchen, bathroom and magnolia 

walls was fairly standard, and the downstairs had a very 

boxy layout, it was perfectly habitable.’

In May 2003 the pair bought the property and, 

together with their youngest daughter Libby who was 

still living at home at the time, made the move.

‘At that stage we both had full-time jobs and, for a 

long time, we just put up with the quirky, rabbit warren 

layout of the rooms,’ says Pauline. Instead she turned her 

attention to the outdoor space and, inspired by a garden 

design course, transformed it into an eyecatching haven 

with all-year-round colour.

Several years after Libby moved out, the couple 

decided to redesign the house, opening up the ground 

floor, making it lighter and more spacious, and 

improving the flow. ‘By then the impractical layout had 

really started to grate,’ says Pauline. ‘When our family 

came round I always seemed to be isolated in the poky 

kitchen. You had to walk through two doors to reach 

the dining room, so I’d end up making bizarre hand 

signals through the awkwardly positioned kitchen 

window to take orders for tea and coffee.’

In 2010 the couple applied for, and were granted, 

planning  

SITTING ROOM

On the other side of the black staircase  

is the sitting room, with a colour scheme 

linking to the living room. A mix of 

mid-century pieces and high street finds 

gives this space an informal look

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E



H E A D E R  H E R E

KITCHEN

Fired Earth’s Festival 

Orange adds an extra 

splash of bold colour to 

the kitchen. The units 

are from Ikea  

‘Having grown up in  
the 1950s, I have a  
natural a�nity for  

mid-century design,’  
SAYS PAULINE

V I C T O R I A N  S E M I
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permission to double the size of their kitchen and install 

bifold doors. They were also allowed to build a new 

porch – leading into a welcoming hallway complete with 

Velux windows – and a utility/cloakroom. ‘As we’re in  

a conservation area we had to ensure the porch fitted  

in with the existing dwellings,’ Pauline explains. 

They cashed in a pension to finance the project, hired  

a local builder and started work. ‘Living here during the 

project was interesting but we managed,’ says Pauline. 

Once it was all finished, the couple decided to 

complete the transformation of their new-look home  

by splashing out on a smart new shower room. They 

removed a large airing cupboard and the hot water tank 

that was housed inside, installed a combination boiler, 

tanked the room, laid underfloor heating and built a  

stud wall and step up into the shower. Finally the room 

was tiled and the tongue-and-groove panelling fitted. 

The finishing touches were a stylish new wall-hung  

basin, toilet and towel cupboard. 

‘Although the shower room cost around £10,000,  

we feel it was worth every penny as the job was done 

quickly, efficiently and, so far, we haven’t had any  

leaks,’ says Pauline. 

She was the 

‘We love living here.  
It’s worked out much 
better than we could  
ever have imagined,’  

SAYS PAULINE

EXTERIOR  

The Victorian property 

is in a conservation 

area. Farrow & Ball’s 

Railings has been used 

on the front door

KITCHEN 

A yellow light from BHS 

sets the tone for the 

accent colour used 

throughout the ground 

floor. The table and chairs 

came from St Wilfred’s 

Hospice furniture shop

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

V I C T O R I A N  S E M I
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V I C T O R I A N  S E M I

driving force behind the design of the room schemes, 

which have a mid-century feel. Downstairs bold splashes 

of bright yellow and orange have been teamed with 

sophisticated greys and whites to create a striking yet 

very homely atmosphere. Each area in this open-plan 

space has been cleverly defined using key pieces of 

furniture brought from their farmhouse and much-loved 

artwork collected over the years.  

‘Having grown up in the 1950s, I have a natural  

affinity for mid-century design,’ says Pauline. ‘My parents 

were quite wacky for their time and I ended up inheriting 

several of their interesting items. And after Bill and  

I married we often bought pieces from Habitat.’

Upstairs the feeling of pared-back elegance continues. 

Bedlinen, cushions and throws, designed by two of their 

daughters, Molly and Harriet, for their company, Secret 

Linen Store, steal the show.

‘We love living here,’ says Pauline. ‘It’s so convenient 

for the city centre and has worked out better than we 

could ever have imagined.’ HB

Find out more about Secret Linen Store at 

secretlinenstore.com

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

HALLWAY 

Removing walls has given 

the ground floor an airy, 

open-plan look. Pauline 

bought the chair covered 

in a stamp design fabric 

from The Unusual Chair 

Company in Chichester

UNUSUAL ARTWORK

The striking Kettles 

painting came from 

Winter’s Moon. It was 

painted by Joel Howie  

at a project run by artist 

Barbara MacFarlane at the 

Pallant House Gallery

GUEST BEDROOM 

Bedding in shades of blue, 

from Secret Linen Store, 

looks stylish against walls  

in Farrow & Ball’s Hay 





50  housebeautiful.co.uk

R E A D E R  H O M E

HISTORY
IN THE MAKING
Combining a passion for the past with innovative business ideas has 

enabled one couple to breathe new life into this 500-year-old house

WORDS ALIX BATEMAN  PHOTOGRAPHY RACHAEL SMITH

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

COSY CORNERS 

The house is full of 

inviting nooks and 

crannies from where 

Emma can enjoy the 

glorious views

ENTRANCE  

A flagstone path 

leads to a heavy 

oak-studded front 

door with a stone 

canopy above. 

Emma and Dan 

made the welly 

rack from an old 

bridleway sign



KITCHEN/DINER  
The wood-beamed 

dining area sits opposite 

the Aga and overlooks 

the garden

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Emma Price, 43, her 

husband Dan, also 43, and 

their three children, Theo, 

13, Jake, 11, and Clara, 

three. Dan is a managing 

director of a mail order 

company and Emma runs 

two businesses including 

Cosy Under Canvas, a 

woodland glamping site  

on their land

THE PROPERTY

A Grade II* listed Tudor 

meeting hall dating from  

the 16th century, now a  

five-bedroom house with  

12 acres of land near the 

Brecon Beacons

PRICE £675,000

MONEY SPENT £50,000 

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW

About £1m (estimate)
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H
aving decided they wanted to move to the country, 

Emma and Dan Price thought they’d found the perfect 

place, so were devastated when the sale suddenly fell 

through. ‘We spent three months staying with Dan’s 

parents while we continued our search, then we saw Dolbedwyn  

and just fell in love!’ says Emma.

Dolbedwyn, a Grade II* listed Tudor meeting house, is thought to 

be the oldest building in Radnorshire in east Wales. It sits high on a 

slope on the English/Welsh border with spectacular views on all sides, 

close to an ancient site that includes an Iron Age hill fort. The earliest 

part of the building dates from 1538 and has mullioned windows, a 

carved oak staircase and beams with angled, or chamfered, edges. 

As well as being enchanted by the beauty of the building, Emma 

and Dan saw the potential of the surrounding 12 acres of land, 

including woods, which offered them plenty of space to build up  

a business. When they viewed the house it had been extensively 

renovated and was being run as a B&B. The traditional decor, with 

heavy rugs, pine furniture and a grandfather clock, wasn’t to their 

taste, but the previous owners had done the hard work of stripping 

layers of wallpaper and paint to expose the beautiful timbers, beams 

and wood panelling and the house was in a good enough state for 

the family to move straight into.

Living in the countryside took the family some getting used to, and 

within a couple of days of moving in, they were snowed in for nearly 

a week. ‘It was a great way of getting the unpacking done though, as 

we just couldn’t go out,’ says Emma. The same thing has happened 

again a few times since. ‘Before we bought a four-wheel drive vehicle, 

we often got stuck coming up C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

KITCHEN 
The old shop counter 

was found locally and is 

practical for storage as 

well as dividing the 

kitchen and dining areas. 

With their new biomass 

boiler in place, Emma 

and Dan plan to remove 

the Aga and reinstate  

a fireplace

LIVING ROOM

Weathered ancient 

beams and flagstone 

floors feature 

throughout



T U D O R  R E N O V A T I O N

‘We feel as though we’re merely 
custodians of the place for future 

generations,’ SAYS EMMA

KITCHEN 

Contemporary pieces 

mix happily with 

well-worn antiques in 

the traditional interior
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MASTER BEDROOM

Emma’s Feather &  

Black Henrietta bed  

and Mondo Rose 

blanket from Melin 

Tregwynt are cosy on 

chilly winter nights
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T U D O R  R E N O V A T I O N

paperwork and enjoys the large open fire. ‘In the lounge, the ceiling 

would originally have gone right up to the rafters, and people would 

have sat around a central fire,‘ she says. 

The Prices have taken advantage of their 12 acres of land to 

experiment with various business ideas, which have included planting 

an apple orchard for Dan’s own brand of cider, called ‘Dan’s Happy 

Juice’, and raising pigs and chickens, which now supply the family 

with eggs and meat. However, their most successful venture is Cosy 

Under Canvas. ‘It started in the very early days of glamorous camping 

before anyone had even coined the word “glamping”. We bought 

two Indian wigwams and put them up in the woods and, within 

weeks, were booked up for the whole summer,’ Emma says. As the 

business evolved, the wigwams gave way to geo-domes, many with 

their own adjoining wood-fired hot tubs.

Today the beauty of the building is a testament to the couple’s 

careful renovations, which have allowed its history to shine through. 

‘We feel as though we’re merely custodians of this place for future 

generations,’ explains Emma. 

It’s also a warm and friendly home suited to modern family  

living. ‘I love the open feel of the house. Even though it’s a good size 

you’re never too far from each other,’ says Emma. ‘There are lots of 

nooks and crannies – great for playing hide and seek – and a mini 

doorway from Clara’s room through to ours, a small under-stair 

cupboard and a blocked-off stone staircase in my study. And with 

three lively children running about, the fact that we don’t have any 

near neighbours is a real advantage!’  HB

or down the track. But overall it’s quite fun, holing up and watching  

a movie together when we do get snowbound,’ says Emma.

One of the first jobs the couple tackled was to protect the house 

from the extremes of weather. This included having an impermeable 

membrane installed on the end wall, where the wind is at its 

strongest, and damp-proofing beneath the flags in the laundry  

room, where water once pooled on the floor surface. ‘The age of  

the property meant the flooring was literally slapped down directly 

onto bare earth,’ Emma explains. 

They’ve also renovated both bathrooms and had the timbers treated 

to protect against woodworm and deathwatch beetle. The couple have 

tried to make the building as energy efficient as possible but, as Emma 

explains: ‘As this is a listed building, there were restrictions on what 

we were able to do. It meant, for example, that we weren’t able to 

have cavity wall insulation and double glazing.’ Instead, they’ve tackled 

the things they could do, including installing a biomass boiler. They’ve 

also built a large patio and a wood-fired hot tub, and are planning a 

glass kitchen extension to make the most of the incredible views. 

With its beautiful ancient beams and flagstone floors, the interior  

of the house needed little embellishment and so, aside from painting 

the walls throughout in Farrow & Ball’s White Tie, the couple has 

left it much as it was. Furniture has been picked up from antiques 

showrooms and ebay over the years, interspersed with more 

contemporary pieces to create an eclectic mix. 

Emma’s favourite piece is the large, doctor’s desk, bought for  

a song, which now sits in her office, where she gets on with the 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

ALFRESCO LIVING

The 12 acres of land  

is ideal for Emma’s 

‘glamping’ business

CLARA’S ROOM

A tiny doorway 

leads from 

Clara’s room to  

her parents’ 

bedroom
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R E A D E R  H O M E

FIFTIES 
REVIVAL

Retro styling has been cleverly mixed 

with fresh, contemporary colours to 

create a light, bright and modern home

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

A STYLISH 

WELCOME  

Helen and Ian 

outside their flat 

WORDS MAIRI MACDONALD  PHOTOGRAPHY DOUGLAS GIBB



House Beautiful APRIL 2016 57

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Helen Monaghan, 45, 

deputy head of education 

for the National Galleries  

of Scotland and her 

husband Ian Hughes, 53,  

a self-employed painter  

and decorator

THE PROPERTY

A 1950s two-bedroom flat 

in Joppa, near Edinburgh, 

bought in February 2014

PRICE £175,000

MONEY SPENT £20,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW

£210,000

LIVING ROOM

Grey and yellow was a 

popular colour scheme 

in the 1950s and, used 

here, complements the 

mid-century furniture and 

ceramics. The restored 

vintage sofa came from 

Pelikan and the Danish 

chairs were found on 

ebay and reupholstered 

by Be Seated. On the wall 

hangs an architectural 

drawing from 1952  

that Helen found at 

Spitalfields market in 

London. The coffee table, 

designed by Jacqueline 

Groag, sits on a John 

Lewis rug with an iconic 

design by Mary White
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W
hen an extensive mid-century ceramics 

and furniture collection outgrew their 

Victorian tenement flat in the centre of 

Edinburgh, Helen Monaghan and her 

husband Ian searched for a new home that would 

complement their love of that era.

‘We thought our furniture would look truly 

comfortable only in the right surroundings, so when  

we decided to move, we focused on houses and 

apartments built in the 1950s and 1960s,’ says Helen.

After several months of searching, the couple spotted 

a flat for sale in a block built in 1958 in the nearby 

coastal suburb of Joppa on the outskirts of the city.  

The minute they walked inside they loved it. And, 

charmed by the community feel of the area with its  

local shops, pubs and restaurants, and the fact that  

a bus ran past the door into the centre of town, they 

immediately made an offer. 

‘Although it only has two bedrooms, there is a large 

storeroom and a private garage where we can keep  

the stock for our fairs,’ says Helen who, together with 

Ian, runs seasonal vintage fairs in Edinburgh through 

their company The Vintage Vendors. 

As the flat was in probate the lawyers were keen to 

settle quickly, so within days Helen and Ian’s offer was 

accepted and the property was theirs. With everything 

having moved so rapidly, the couple were now under 

pressure to sell their own flat. ‘We put it straight on the 

market and luckily it sold within a week,’ explains Helen. 

Three months later they moved in. Although it had 

been well-maintained, the new flat, with its open-plan 

living/dining area, two bedrooms, one bathroom, 

kitchen and a balcony overlooking a private garden, was 

in need of extensive updating. Ribbons of electricity 

trunking wove their way around walls and ceilings, a 

couple of night storage heaters provided the heating, 

the bathroom suite was outdated and floor-to-ceiling 

units made the little kitchen very dark. ‘We wanted a 

retro look, but a fresh, contemporary retro,’ says Helen.

Immediately Ian set to work stripping and preparing 

the rooms, and then a series of tradesmen arrived. The 

electrician channelled the electricity cables into the 

walls, replaced light fittings and sockets and installed 

new electric heaters, while the plumber replaced the 

bathroom and fitted a new boiler. Meanwhile Helen and 

Ian searched the internet for reclaimed parquet flooring 

to replace the carpet in the hall and living/dining room.

‘A lot of mid-century houses had parquet flooring and 

we love that look, so were keen to track some down,’ 

explains Helen. Although popular in the 1900s, this  

type of flooring was at its zenith in the 1950s and  

1960s. Their research took the couple to a company  

called Parquet Parquet, which specialises in reclaimed 

designs, and they bought flooring that had originally 

been in a 1960s school in Wrexham. Two carpenters 

stripped it of bitumen before fitting it, sanding and 

varnishing it. 

Helen and Ian couldn’t find fitted kitchen units in the 

1950s classic design they wanted, so instead chose a 

basic carcass and C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

EXTERIOR

The block of flats was 

built in the 1950s

DINING AREA

Sitting in front of  

the large picture 

window is a Formica-

topped fold-away 

dining table by 

American industrial 

designer Raymond 

Loewy, which was 

bought at Bra Bohag 

in Edinburgh. The 

parquet flooring  

was reclaimed from  

a school in Wrexham
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P E R I O D  F L A T

‘With the addition of a couple of 
small vintage cabinets on the 

walls, the kitchen feels open and 
uncluttered,’ SAYS HELEN

KITCHEN

Plywood unit fronts 

and a blue Formica 

worktop create  

a 1950s look. Ian 

painted the doors  

and drawers in a pale 

yellow and added 

atomic-style handles 

from Etsy
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P E R I O D  F L A T

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

commissioned a local cabinetmaker, Callum Reid of 

Wood Monkey Joinery, to encase it in plywood, build 

new doors and drawer fronts, round off all the edges 

and then fit a Formica worktop.

‘He’s made bespoke furniture and exhibition designs 

for the National Galleries, so I knew the standard of his 

work was excellent,’ says Helen. Callum took a bit of 

persuading, but in the end he couldn’t resist the chance 

to create something so unusual. ‘With the addition of 

just a couple of small vintage units on the walls, the 

kitchen now feels open and uncluttered,’ says Helen. 

Once the renovation work was finished, Ian did  

the painting and decorating himself. He mixed up  

the colours for each room, focusing on a palette of  

grey and yellow. Mid-century-inspired wallpaper from 

contemporary designers was chosen to complement  

the colour scheme to create a fresh, modern feel.

‘The colours we’ve chosen were very popular in the 

1950s and work wonderfully with our vintage furniture 

and ceramic collection,’ says Helen. ‘With the flat’s low 

ceilings and open-plan layout, pieces such as our Robin 

Day chair, Czech sideboard and Danish sofa look so 

much more at home here than they ever did in our 

tenement flat.’ 

After a long year of chaos and renovations Helen  

and Ian were relieved to unpack their boxes and settle 

into their new home. ‘We love it here,’ says Helen.  

‘I can see us living here for a very long time.’  HB

HALLWAY

The elegant 1950s 

coat stand was one  

of the couple’s first 

purchases and looks 

perfect in the hallway 

against Orla Kiely’s 

Scribble wallpaper

BESIDE THE BED

A little Danish table 

from Bra Bohag sits in 

front of Garden City 

in Rouge wallpaper 

by MissPrint

MASTER BEDROOM

Russian mid-century 

fashion sketches 

bought at a Berlin 

flea market sit above 

a blanket box from a 

charity shop
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BRICKS + MONEY
Stay up to date with the latest property and financial news

TWITTER TALK

If you’re not happy with 
your new-build house, 
here’s what to do, says 
Vanessa Ambler at 
newhomeadvisor.co.uk

@HB: There’s a Consumer  

Code for Home Builders, but 

what does it mean?

@NewHomeAdv1sor: A code of 

customer service conduct written 

by the house-building industry. 

Not perfect, but better than no 

legislation at all

@HB: Is it effective? 

@NewHomeAdv1sor: Awareness 

is minimal and complaints have 

risen since its inception – #builders 

aren’t taking much notice

@HB: How could it improve? 

@NewHomeAdv1sor: With 

external regulation 

@HB: The NHBC issues  

a warranty on new houses 

but what exactly is it?

@NewHomeAdv1sor: It’s an 

insurance company, but many 

people think it’s a government-

backed safety net

@HB: Are there other 

insurance companies? 

@NewHomeAdv1sor: Yes – LABC 

and Premier Guarantee also 

provide new-build #warranties 

@HB: How can buyers ensure 

their new-build’s in good order? 

@NewHomeAdv1sor: Get 

permission for a snagging 

inspection written into your 

contract & make a 10% retention 

until all defects are completed

@HB: What about during  

the building process?

@NewHomeAdv1sor: Visit the site 

regularly, be assertive but not 

pushy & take photos

@HB: And structural problems?

@NewHomeAdv1sor: Serious 

defects are rare but do occur. 

This is where your 10 year 

#warranty is vital

REVISE ISAS AND SAVINGS
It makes sense to have an easy-access savings 

account for emergencies and special occasions. 

From this month, new rules mean people earning 

below £16,800 a year won’t pay tax on savings 

interest. Anyone earning less than £42,700 will  

be allowed to have tax-free interest on £1,000  

in savings and those earning from £42,701 to 

£150,000 will be taxed above £500 savings. 

However, with historically low rates, the most 

profitable gains are to be made on the stock 

market, says Maike Currie at Fidelity International.

‘Holding your savings in a cash ISA or standard 

savings account is unlikely to offer worthwhile 

returns,’ she says. ‘Consider a stocks and shares 

ISA.’ Wary first-time investors should choose a 

product that includes investments such as bonds, 

equities and funds. From 6 April, the personal 

tax-free ISA allowance for 2016-17 is £15,240. 

MANAGE YOUR MORTGAGE
Check all your standing orders and direct debits  

are up to date. You’re likely to find your mortgage 

is your biggest outgoing, says Mark Harris of 

mortgage broker SPF Private Clients. ‘That’s why 

it’s worth ensuring you aren’t paying more than 

you have to. Check your existing deal – if you’re 

part-way through a fixed period or have a base-rate 

tracker, it probably isn’t worth switching. But  

if you’ve slipped onto your lender’s standard 

variable rate (SVR) you’re likely to be paying a 

higher rate than necessary,’ he says. ‘Borrowers 

approaching the end of a fixed rate may also 

want to shop around to avoid moving onto the 

higher SVR. Most mortgage offers are valid for  

up to six months so it’s worth planning ahead.’

REVIEW YOUR PENSION 
Recent pension legislation changes and poor 

global performance may be making you feel 

worried about how much you’ll get when you 

SPRING  
CLEAN YOUR 
FINANCES 

retire. If projected figures are lower than you’d 

hoped for, is there anything you can do about  

it now? Anna Sofat of Addidi Wealth, which 

specialises in financial advice for women, says don’t 

panic, check your review date and remember: 

‘There are three clear things that impact on your 

pension value – the amount you’re saving, the time 

you have to retirement and the risk you’re prepared 

to take with your pot.’ If there’s a shortfall between 

projection and target income, Anna says you  

have three options. They are: to increase risk by 

spreading your investment, but this is only viable  

if you have more than 10 years until you intend to 

retire; to increase saving, a desirable option no 

matter how long or short it is until retirement; and 

finally, to delay taking your pension and continue 

working for another one or two years, which will 

help with values and add further to your pot.

GET NEW INSURANCE QUOTES
Whether it’s home, car or travel insurance, never 

settle for automatic renewal. ‘Keep an eye on your 

renewal date,’ says Rod Jones at uSwitch.com. 

‘There are rarely any prizes for loyalty, so shop 

around for the best deal.’ Check potential savings 

using an online comparison tool such as uSwitch.

com or comparethemarket.com. And be prepared 

to compromise to cut costs. ‘For instance, drivers 

can potentially save hundreds of pounds by taking 

out a black box car insurance policy. This is installed 

in your car and allows your insurer to reward safe 

driving,’ explains Rod. You can also economise by 

paying upfront. ‘Paying for the full year’s policy in 

one single payment can also save you up to 20 per 

cent compared to monthly instalments,’ he adds. 

As April’s the start of the new  
tax year, it’s the perfect time to 
make sure you’re getting the  
most from your money

Keep an eye 
on rates to 
make sure 
you’re not 
losing out 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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H O M E  A D V I C E

I’m about to apply for a first mortgage. With tougher 
lending rules, stress testing and more afordability 
checks, how can I make sure I get the money I need?

Since the Mortgage Market Review was introduced in April  

2014, lenders have been scrutinising mortgage applications more 

closely than ever before. They’re interested not only in what you 

earn but also what you spend, which will be taken into account 

when assessing the affordability of any mortgage.

There are steps you can take to increase your chances. Firstly, 

use an independent mortgage broker. They’ll understand the 

rules and will guide you through the process, making it easier  

and ultimately more likely to be successful.

Secondly, the lender will want to see six months of bank 

statements. Several months before you apply for a mortgage, 

consider whether there is unnecessary expenditure you can cut 

back on. Having access to too much credit or not having any  

credit history can both damage your credit score, so try to 

establish a balance. Make at least the minimum payment every 

month for credit cards and loans, so set up a standing order to 

avoid late payments, which will damage your credit rating.

Can I aford a  
first-time mortgage?

PROPERTY FINANCE 
SPECIALIST
Melanie Bien

Money expert and founder  

of Bien Media

A two-bedroom 

apartment at this new 

development offers 

light and airy modern 

living, with full-height 

windows and a balcony. 

It’s also close to the 

shops and cafés of this 

popular location near 

the Forth Road and  

Rail bridges. 

Cala Homes,  

01324 600268

APARTMENT living

WINDSOR, BERKSHIRE

SOUTH QUEENSFERRY, EDINBURGH

Behind the 19th-century 

facade of this town 

centre building are five 

smart, contemporary 

homes. There’s a 

two-bed/two-bath 

top-floor apartment for 

sale with a high-spec 

kitchen and bathroom, 

and a flexible open-plan 

living and dining room. 

Frost Properties, 

01753 833000

This two-bedroom 

high-ceilinged 

apartment in Preston 

Hall, a manor house 

dating back to medieval 

times, has a hidden 

staircase reputed to have 

been used by Catherine 

Howard, fifth wife of 

Henry VIII, to conduct  

an illicit affair.  

Weston Homes, 

01279 873333

AYLESFORD, KENT

LANCASTER, LANCASHIRE

Situated on the outskirts 

of town, this converted 

Victorian hospital 

features a spacious 

duplex penthouse with a 

large living area, private 

terrace and breakfast 

room as well as two 

double beds plus a main 

bed with ensuite and a 

further rooftop terrace. 

PJ Livesey,  

01524 61403

PROPERTY gossip
Imagine a house that changes with the seasons. Architects  
in Tehran, Iran, where winters are extreme and summers 
sweltering, have designed exactly that. Nextoice has created 
the Sharifi-ha House, a home with swivelling sections to open 
up space to the outdoors in summer, and close it of to provide 
protection against the elements in winter. 

‘The openness and closure of the building is a reference  
to traditional Iranian houses, which have both a winter and  
a summer living room,’ says Nextoice founder Alireza 
Taghaboni. The Sharifi-ha House works using a series of 
‘pods’, which are turned with the kind of motor usually used 
for theatre sets and car shows. Each of the three storeys can be 
operated separately, providing the ultimate in flexible living. 
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£475,000

£324,950

£550,000

 £240,000

This house 
opens up in the 
heat and closes 
in the cold







R O Y A L  L A U N C H  E X C L U S I V E

‘Why Prince Charles’s 
new charity is so 
important today’ 
The houses we live in are as much a part of Britain’s heritage as its great public 

buildings, and the focus of the Prince of Wales’s charity will help us to preserve 

and celebrate them, says Sarah Beeny
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H
ouse Beautiful is delighted to be working with Heritage 

Renewal UK to choose the winners of our exciting 2016 

Renovation of the Year competition, with fabulous prizes 

including pieces from DFS and Burleigh Pottery and a tour 

of Highgrove Gardens. Charity ambassador and TV presenter Sarah 

Beeny tells us why the work of Heritage Renewal UK, formerly The 

Prince’s Regeneration Trust, matters more today than ever: 

‘I’m a huge fan of heritage buildings, whether Scottish castles, 

urban warehouses or pretty little rows of Victorian terraces – they’re  

so adaptable with their high ceilings, solid walls, generous roofs and 

cellar spaces. How many times have you seen a local landmark 

building emerge anew as an apartment block, café, restaurant or 

workspace? Who wouldn’t like to own one of the riverside 

apartments in the imposing Anchor Mill building overlooking the 

dramatic Hamill’s Waterfall in Paisley? And which of the staff at 

Middleport Pottery, Britain’s oldest working Victorian pottery, would 

have wanted to see the place close down? 

‘It’s not quick or easy to adapt old buildings, as I found out when  

I converted the Grade II* listed Rise Hall stately home in Yorkshire into  

a wedding venue. You need vision, creativity, determination, time and 

money. But it can be done and in the case of local heritage buildings 

that could once again have real value to a community, this has to be 

better than the demolition ball. 

‘In this small island it’s a tragedy that so much of our wonderful heritage 

lies neglected and empty while some of the most vulnerable – homeless, 

unemployed or lonely people – have nowhere to live, work or socialise.

‘Now The Prince’s Regeneration Trust has moved into a new phase  

of its life as Heritage Renewal UK, we’ll challenge the notion that old 

buildings are too tricky to reuse. We’ll share our 20 years’ experience  

of successful building renewal, turning properties into spaces that  

make a real difference to people’s lives, and celebrate our heritage. 

Buildings that were once mills, factories, piers and even a prison, are 

now beautiful homes. And with all that experience the new charity 

Heritage Renewal UK can help you if, like me, you feel strongly enough 

to get involved in saving and adapting a local community building you 

care about. As an ambassador, I’m looking forward to passing on the 

very best advice on reusing buildings with Heritage Renewal UK.’

For more information visit hereuk.org

Turn the page to find out about House Beautiful’s Renovation 

of the Year competition

Charity 

ambassador 

Sarah  

Beeny

Anchor Mill 

in Paisley  

now houses 

flats and 

offices

The Prince 

visits 

Middleport 

Pottery



SEE OUR

To mark the launch of our 2016 
competition, meet the last of  

our 2015 winners
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WINNING 
DESIGN

WORDS ALICE WESTGATE  PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID GILES

This Victorian mews house has been  

brought right up to date in a painstaking 

renovation that won the Home Transformed 

category of our 2015 competition

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE 

Eleri Wilkins, a 

government lawyer, and 

her husband Julian, a 

solicitor and mediator

THE PROPERTY 

An end-of-terrace 

Victorian mews house in 

Kilburn, London, which 

the couple bought in 

2012 for £575,000. They 

spent £215,000 on a total 

redesign and renovation. 

The property is now 

worth around £830,000

EXTERIOR

Eleri and Julian 

outside their 

award-winning 

property

KITCHEN/DINING AREA

Entertaining is easy in this 

open-plan area where the 

couple can be part of the 

conversation while cooking. 

They painted the run of 

handleless cabinets the same 

tone as the wall to give a 

streamlined effect; a wall of 

floor-to-ceiling cupboards 

housing tableware and a 

fridge-freezer continues the 

sleek look. The kitchen table 

and chairs came from Ikea
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R 
enovating this London mews house was such a drastic affair 

that the only part of the building to escape untouched was 

the gas meter. ‘The floors were sloping and there was a 

rickety spiral staircase leading up to a bedroom without a 

window,’ recalls Eleri Wilkins, who embarked on the project with her 

husband Julian in 2012. ‘It was dark and damp, we had washing-up 

bowls catching the drips from leaking rooflights and there were 

mushrooms growing out of the walls. It was all pretty disgusting.’

However, what the building lacked in charm it made up for in 

potential. ‘When Eleri showed me the estate agent details I could see 

it was a good buy because of the location and the floor space,’ says 

Julian. Perhaps the biggest stumbling block, though, was the spiral 

staircase that stood in the middle of the living area, limiting the layout 

of the ground floor. ‘We thought it would make sense to move it to 

the rear right-hand corner of the building, which would open up the 

whole house,’ says Eleri, ‘enabling us to add a series of dormers and 

roof-lights in the loft to flood this newly created space with light.’

The first architect Eleri and Julian consulted said that this change 

was impossible but, undeterred, they booked a consultation with 

another architect, this time at the Grand Designs Live exhibition at 

London’s Excel. ‘By luck we were given an appointment with George 

Bradley,’ says Eleri. ‘He said it would be perfectly possible to relocate 

the staircase and we were immediately excited.’ George had recently 

established an architectural practice with innovative Belgian architect 

Ewald Van Der Straeten and they were, at the time, doing up a similar 

mews property. ‘This provided many of the design cues for our 

home,’ adds Julian.

Buoyed up by confidence in their new design team, the couple 

completed the property purchase in 2012. It then took a year to get 

HALLWAY

Corten ceramic tiles 

from Craven Dunnill 

are a hardwearing 

choice for this 

high-traffic area

STREAMLINED LOOK

Sliding doors between 

the hallway and living 

area are a neat space-

saving solution

70 housebeautiful.co.uk



WHAT IT COST

Kitchen, including white goods ..... £21,000

Bathrooms ................................... £15,000

Flooring (not carpets) ..................... £2,500

Roof and structure ....................... £40,000

Staircase and woodwork .............. £30,000

TOTAL ....................................... £108,500

STORAGE solutions

*Rather than filling your home with a diverse collection of 

freestanding wardrobes, chests of drawers and cupboards – which 

can look messy – incorporate plenty of built-in storage to create a 

more streamlined finish *For an uninterrupted clutter-free look, 

choose minimal door furniture or opt for handleless units so that 

your built-in cupboards will resemble a blank wall *Create storage 

space by building under-stair cupboards, making full use of all the 

voids by fitting doors that lead directly into the entire space *Box  

in areas with restricted headroom under the eaves in loft rooms  

to create cupboard space *Build recessed box shelving into stud 

walls to make little nooks that are perfect for displaying treasured 

possessions *Remember to include a tall, shallow cupboard where 

you can easily stow the ironing board, mop and vacuum cleaner 

planning permission and go through the tendering process, followed 

by another year to complete the building work. ‘Everything went 

smoothly and there were no nasty moments along the way,’ says Eleri.

The new design includes a generous hallway and an open-plan 

living space on the ground floor. A bespoke staircase then rises to  

the next two levels, with two bedrooms on the first floor and a studio 

room in the attic. The staircase doubles as storage space because the 

voids beneath the treads are cupboards, housing everything from  

the fridge-freezer and boiler to the washing machine and water tank.

Central to the style of the house is the quality and finish of the 

carpentry, as birch-faced ply features throughout – in the kitchen, 

bathrooms and bedrooms, and on the staircase. ‘We wanted lots of 

wood, but decided that oak would be too expensive as well as not 

appropriate from an aesthetic point of view,’ says Julian. 

‘We discovered there are various types of ply and each one has 

different qualities. We specified that we wanted one that was plain, 

pale and had no dark knots because we were after a streamlined look.’

The couple moved in during June 2014, bringing with them the 

furniture from their previous home. With its mid-century feel it slots in 

well with the simple colour scheme. ‘Life here is very good,’ says Eleri. 

‘There’s a lovely buzz to the area and the house is extremely easy to 

live in. Though it’s small, it never feels confined. When you look at it 

from the road, you’d never guess how light and spacious it is inside.’ 

Eleri and Julian won £2,500 of DFS prizes. The judging panel 

was made up of House Beautiful Editor Julia Goodwin, FMB 

Chief Executive Brian Berry, designer Lisa Stickley, and Kellie 

Wyles from DFS. Turn the page to enter this year’s competition.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

STAIRCASE

The triple-height staircase 

is clad in birch ply and top 

lit by the roof lights

LOFT AREA

At the top of the staircase 

the loft area incorporates  

a huge amount of storage 

units, from large cupboards 

to niches that are perfect 

display spaces

R E N O V A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 6  C O M P E T I T I O N  L A U N C H
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WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR…
One winning project and two runners-up  

in each of these two categories. 

Period home Enter this if you’ve renovated 

whole or part of a house built up to and 

including 1929.

Modern or new-build home Enter this if 

you’ve revamped whole or part of a house 

built in or after 1930, or built a new one. 

We’re looking for creativity, imaginative use  

of materials and design in adapting an existing 

house for modern family life while still being 

sympathetic to its character, clever use of 

budget, great workmanship, good green 

credentials, and wow factor. 

WHAT YOU’LL WIN 
2 x FIRST PRIZES
●  £2,500 of DFS furniture One winner  

from each category will win £2,500 worth  

of vouchers to spend on DFS furniture, 

including the House Beautiful collection  

of sofas and beds.
●  Afternoon tea at Highgrove Each winner 

plus guest will be invited to visit Highgrove 

Renovation of the Year 2016
Tell us how you’ve revamped a room or transformed your home  

and you’ll have the chance to win one of these amazing prizes

House in Gloucestershire, the family home of 

Prince Charles, to tour the gardens and enjoy 

afternoon tea in The Orchard Room. The visit 

will take place in July. 
●  £100 of Burleighware Each winner will 

receive £100 of vouchers for Burleighware 

valid at either the online shop or the 

Middleport Pottery shop.

4 RUNNERS-UP
●  £1,250 of DFS furniture Two runners-up 

from each category will each win £1,250 

worth of DFS vouchers.
●  Afternoon tea at Highgrove Each runner- 

up will be invited to visit Highgrove House in 

Gloucestershire. The visit will take place in July. 
●  £100 of Burleighware Each winner will 

receive £100 of vouchers for Burleighware  

to spend as above.

THE JUDGES 

Julia Goodwin, House Beautiful editor, Ros 

Kerslake, chief executive of Prince Charles’ new 

charity Heritage Renewal UK, Brian Berry, chief 

executive of the Federation of Master Builders, 

and Kellie Wyles, head of brands, DFS. 

TO ENTER  
Send your name, address and contact details 

with photos and a clearly written description 

of your project in no more than 250 words. 

Please include details of the condition of your 

project before the renovation started, what 

happened during the transformation, any 

professional help, the cost, how long it took 

and how you feel about the finished result. 

Include colour photos with before shots if 

possible. The closing date is 2 June, 2016.

● Enter by post: Send to Renovation of  

the Year 2016 Competition, House Beautiful, 

72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP 

Enter by email: Just put ‘Renovation  

of the Year 2016’ in the subject line, and 

email to house.beautiful@hearst.co.uk

Enter online: Go to housebeautiful.co.uk 

and search for Renovation of the Year 

competition 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS The judges’ decision is 
final. All entries must be of UK houses. No photos  
can be returned. Entrants must be 18 years or over. 
Transport to and from Highgrove House is not 
provided. See p8 for full terms and conditions.

Winners can 

choose from  

DFS sofas such  

as the Cassidy…

Take afternoon  

tea at Highgrove 

House

…or beds 

including the 

Benedict 

TRANSFORMED
HOMES
CLASSIC ● CONTEMPORARY

Select your 

favourite 

Burleighware 

pattern
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SENSE OF WONDER
Think about introducing texture and pattern to your 

kitchen – a floor-to-ceiling tiled wall will bring depth 

and colour. These 3D embossed cement tiles are 

water- and stain-resistant and have a matt finish 

with a subtle geometric pattern inspired by the work 

of 1930s Transport For London designer, Harold 

Stabler. For maximum impact use on one or more 

walls, or try them as a splashback behind the sink. 

Roundel 3D embossed cement tiles (20cm x 

20cm) by Lindsey Lang, £185 a sq metre, 

wallsandfloors.eu

DIMENSION
ADD A NEW

Pattern and texture can bring excitement to any room. 

From a statement wall to subtle hints of print,  

these ideas will transform your space 

S T Y L E  I D E A S
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1 COOL COORDINATES
For a mid-century look with a Scandi influence, try  

this modern monochrome tableware and team with  

a coordinating table runner and napkins in on-trend  

mustard and black. Copenhagen dinner plate, £3.50;  

side plate, £3; napkins, £6 for four; all Sainsbury’s

2 ALL AN ILLUSION 
Window film is a simple way to bring pattern to windows, 

mirrors, shower screens and glass-fronted cupboards. It’s 

tough, durable and water-resistant. Transform a display 

cabinet with designs ranging from spots and stripes to 

floral and geometric motifs. Pattern F140J, from £30 a 

square metre, The Window Film Company

3 ON REPEAT
Use kitchen textiles to inject touches of subtle detail to a 

pared-back scheme. This block-printed collection of cotton 

aprons, tea towels and oven gloves has an understated 

style that will work well in a contemporary or country 

home. Tote bag, £15; Dune oven glove, £15; Triangle 

apron, £18; Stem tea towel, £6; Speckle jug, £14; Speckle 

pasta bowl, £12; all Murmur at Bedeck

C O N T I N U E D  OV E R  PAGE

2

3

1
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4 CENTRE OF ATTENTION
Update a neutral living room with a jazzy footstool that 

will transform the space. This folk-inspired print works 

well with a sleek, modern sofa or a more traditional 

design. You could also use this idea to revitalise a 

bedroom. Fairfax footstool in Folk Harissa with walnut 

legs, from £390, Arlo & Jacob

5 IN THE FRAME
Adding artwork is an instant way to bring pattern to  

a room without the commitment of something more 

permanent. Prop a framed print on a sideboard for  

an eyecatching display, or create a picture wall by 

gathering together a complementary collection of 

different prints in assorted frames. This works  

well above a sofa, on a landing or staircase wall.  

Geometric Heart (unframed), £45, Bold and Noble

6 PRACTICAL PATTERN
Handy as extra storage, this striking set of chevron striped 

baskets in vivid blue and white will stand out on open 

shelves. The handles make them easy to pull in and out 

and they’re the perfect place to stow away any loose 

trinkets, DVDs, toys and books. Bamboo baskets, £45  

for three, Graham and Green

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

5

6

4



S T Y L E  I D E A S

‘The key to using pattern is balance. If you 
have a wallpaper print in an understated 
colour palette, you can be bolder in your 

soft furnishings, or vice versa.’
KIERA BUCKLEY-JONES, INTERIORS EDITOR

SUPER-SUBTLE
A printed wallpaper in a soft colour 

combination creates a big impact 

when used on a prominent feature 

such as a chimney breast wall. 

Choose toning paint colours for the 

adjacent walls and woodwork to 

enhance the effect. Hampstead 

Penumbra wallpaper, £61 a roll; 

walls and top of skirting board, 

Celestial Blue; bottom of skirting 

and fireplace, Dock Blue, both from 

£38 for 2.5L of Absolute matt 

emulsion; all Little Greene



WALL-TO-WALL

Feeling brave? Go all out and combine different 

geometric prints. The trick is to pick a limited 

colour palette to keep the look cohesive. A bold 

headboard is a great way to up the style ante  

in your bedroom. Offset the look with angular 

decorative accessories and modern lighting. 

Campion double bedstead and flat base in 

Korla Cubes Steel, £1,026, Button & Sprung
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7 SMALL CHANGE, BIG DIFFERENCE

A fabulous fabric at the window brings a strong sense  

of personality to a room and a simple blind can be a neat 

solution to awkward shapes. Team with curtains in a 

matching pattern for a coordinating effect or go bold  

and choose a contrasting fabric. John Lewis Seedheads 

Daylight roller blind, from £22, John Lewis

8 FASCINATING HIGHLIGHTS
Use patterned lampshades as points of interest around  

the room. Place a lamp on either side of the bed for a 

symmetrical look and to frame a bed made up in neutral 

bedlinen. Bobboli table lamp, £110 with Straight Empire 

shade in yellow silk ikat, £100, Pooky

9 ALL EYES ON THE FLOOR
Bring a room to life with a patterned rug – whether it’s a 

small runner by the side of the bed or a statement mat in the 

middle of the room. These graphic motifs in mustard yellows, 

taupes and blacks will look great against a warm wooden 

floor and add a warm texture that you can really sink your 

toes into. Raita rug, from £349, Scion

8

9

7

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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Get the look Choose shades of mint and peach for the walls and 
upholstery and introduce pattern and texture with graphic printed  
cushions and faceted accessories in geometric shapes

Linen cushion covers in Blush and 
Aqua, £38, each, Heal’s. Kenno 
patterned cushion cover by Sylvain 
Willenz, £30, The Lollipop Shoppe. 
Concrete candleholders in Mint and 
Coral, £25 each; ribbon reel, £3.45; 
all Holly’s House. Contrast Colour Rose 
Gold teaspoons, £18 for four, Oliver 
Bonas. Starwave dinner plate by 
Tokyo Design Studio, £18; Dot bowl  
in Celadon, £5; Checked bowls in 
Pink, £5 each; all Amara. Small Alba 
vase (on plate), £16.95, Graham and 
Green. Paints (in bowls), clockwise 
from top: Floral Street 147; Morning 
Blue 31; Floris 27; all £42 for 2.5L  
matt emulsion, Mylands

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

MASTERCLASS
MOODBOARD
BE INSPIRED BY PANTONE’S COLOURS OF THE YEAR, 
SOFT PINK ROSE QUARTZ AND PALE BLUE SERENITY,  

TO CREATE A BEAUTIFUL SCHEME
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Walls in Gentle Sky 102 Intelligent 
matt emulsion, £45 for 2.5L, Little 
Greene. Miss Daisy sofa in House 
brushed cotton Duck Egg, £979;  
Miss Behaving chair in Moon Earth 
Candy, £899; both Sofa Workshop. 
Stanford sideboard, £999, Content 
by Terence Conran. Carve coffee 
table by Bethan Gray, £1,395, 
clippings.com. Flokati rug, £450, 
Yves. Metal tripod floor lamp base, 
£75; Grande lampshade, £80; both 
Habitat. Lisabo desk (behind sofa), 
£115, Ikea. Blinds made up in Brinley 
Quince, £49.50 a metre, Romo. 
Cushions on sofa (l-r): Landscape 
in Chartreuse by Bluebellgray (at 
front), £65, Amara. Hemlock by 
Nina Kullberg, £75, The Lollipop 
Shoppe. Lakir, £39, Smug. Kenno 
by Sylvain Willenz, £30, The Lollipop 
Shoppe. Pachikari, £39, Smug. 
Finn Flame by Twig, £55, Heal’s. 
Lakir, £39, Smug. On sideboard 

(l-r): Angelica II Concrete vase, £19, 
Woven. SuperLiving Cosmos Pale 
Mint candlestick, £10; SuperLiving 
Curve Crystal Pink candlestick, £22; 
both Northlight Homestore. Grey Alba 
vase, £16.95, Graham and Green. 
On coffee table: Large Peppermint 
plant pot, £10; medium Pink plant 
pot, £9; both Smug. Coral concrete 
candleholder, £25; breakfast cup, 
£19.50; Coral Fragment notebook, 
£10; all Holly’s House. Contrast 
Colour Rose Gold teaspoon, £18 for 
four, Oliver Bonas. Leather envelope 
in Spearmint, £20; colour block 
pen, £3; both Present and Correct. 
On console from left: Large glass 
terrarium, £118.95, Holly’s House. 
Small Sky Blue pleated vase (in 
terrarium), £23, Graham and Green. 
Large Herimo vase, £30, Woven. 
Mint concrete candleholder, £25, 
Holly’s House. On armchair: Powder 
geometric blanket, £98, Smug

Living room Team a sofa in a timeless style with a modern sideboard 
and cofee table. Delicate blue and pink are the main key colours, but for  
a contrast add accessories in punchier greens and yellows 
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Statement light
This elegant lamp has a 

copper-lined shade for  

a twist on a classic style.  

Chrome tripod floor lamp, 

£129, Marks & Spencer 

High-gloss style
With integrated drawer and 

door handles, this smart 

sideboard has a seamless, 

minimal look. Elona 

sideboard, £399, Made

Crackle finish
Create interest by placing a group  

of these pretty pink vases together 

on a sideboard or mantelpiece.  

Rose geometric bud vase,  

£12.95, MiaFleur 

Nordic cool
Beautifully crafted, this coffee table 

has a circular painted white tray top 

that sits on a natural wood frame. 

Shysie round tray table, £55,  

Out There Interiors 

Chill time
Sit back and enjoy this super-comfy sofa, which 

features a curved sprung back, low arms and deep 

seats. Howard two-seater sofa, £2,375 plus  

fabric, The Sofa & Chair Company 

Comfy seat
For a bit of retro charm, 

this pretty design has 

classic 1960s styling 

with curved, flared 

arms. Peggy armchair 

in Rose House viscose 

linen, from £460, 

sofa.com

Step on it
The combination of soft wool 

with chalky pastel stripes 

makes this rug a winner. 

Manami multi-coloured  

rug, £395, Habitat 

Print and pattern
Mix and match cushion designs 

add an interesting decorative 

touch to a plain sofa. 

Geometrika III cushion by 

Tomy K, £45, Woven

Designer display
Hand-blown from recycled glass 

with a sustainable mango wood 

base, this glass dome is ideal for 

creating eyecatching displays.  

Large Inu decorative glass 

dome, £49.95, NkukuUnique prints
Invest in artwork that 

will work with your 

colour scheme. This 

striking piece is great 

value and the gold leaf 

will catch the light. 

LUX2 print, £35,  

A Splash of Colour
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Get the look Use soft grey as background colour in a dining room and add 
accents of pale blue and pink. Create depth with wood and stone pieces, then 
for a contemporary feel add a few accessories in black

Background fabric: Portia 
Chalk Pink, £55 a metre, Korla. 
Acacia wood chopping 
board, £12 from the Essentials 
range at BHS. Spun bamboo 
salad servers in Black, £7.50; 
Porcelain Grey plate trio, £29; 
all  Rockett St George. Rose 
linen napkins, £7.50 each, 
The Linen Works. Fabric on 
top of napkins: Kyoto Koi  
in Steel, £45 a metre, Korla. 
Drawer wallpaper (left) by 
Tong Ren in Sky Blue; Tabriz 
wallpaper (right) by Hortense 
Ardalan in Sky Blue; both £79 
a roll, Feathr. Hemingway 
Design for Royal Doulton 
Pink/White tealight 
holder, £8, John Lewis. 
Black clip, £3.50; 
notebook, £7; both 
Present and Correct. 
Fabric on book, Asali 
Mushroom and Persimmon, 
£59 a metre, Korla. Lunar 
Gems wallpaper in Peach by 
Michiko Design, £79, Feathr 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Dining room Paint a panelled wall in a neutral colour or use wallpaper 
for a similar efect. Keep the look understated with unfussy furniture  
and introduce pattern with the table linen 

Stockholm square extendable 
table, £379; Monaco short 
pendant, £59; Tribeca mugs, 
£12 for four; Tribeca dinnerware 
in Grey, £15 for four side plates; 
Loft tea towel, £12.50 for three; 
Dinton chairs in Coral and Stone, 
£175 for two; all Marks & Spencer
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Black magic
This handsome black light has  

a stylish brass cap on the top. 

Timothy pendant in Ash 

Black with Stone interior, 

£125, Pooky

Subtle elegance
Add a tactile quality with 

this useful tablecloth, 

which has a subtle design 

and a hemmed edge.  

Ella cotton tablecloth  

in Fawn and Linen,  

£99, Tori Murphy 

Tone on tone
Choose chic tableware 

in coordinating pretty 

pastel tones with  

glossy glazes. Rex 

pasta bowls, £22  

for four, Habitat

Place it
Made from coloured clay 

with a mix of matt and 

glazed textures, this plate 

comes in a range of colours. 

Lily Lilac plate, £20, 

Unique & Unity 

Fake it
Rather than investing in  

real panelling, opt for this 

vintage-style wallpaper 

instead. White Panelling 

by Young & Battaglia 

2.5m panel, £70 a roll, 

Rockett St George

Nordic style
With Scandi 1950s 

design in mind,  

this American oak 

sideboard by Rob 

Scarlett is practical  

and glamorous.  

Brunel sideboard, 

£595, Heal’s

Feel the groove
Groups of three always look 

good. Line these vases up 

along the table with single 

flowers in. Pastel vases by 

House Doctor, £29 for three, 

At No 67 Concept StoreColour blocks
Bring the look together by 

choosing a rug that combines 

all the key colours of your 

scheme. Ferm Living Kelim 

Squares rug, £189, Amara 

Sleek design
The tapered legs and curved edges make 

this table a smart choice for modern and 

traditional interiors. Deauville table 

in ash, £279, Made

Retro comfort
Available in four 

colours, this smart 

Danish-style chair has 

stunning lines. J77 

dining chair in Grey 

from Hay, £129,  

The Do South Shop 
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BE YOUR 
OWN FLORIST
Make the most of the season’s beautiful blooms  

by creating gorgeous bouquets

E S S E N T I A L  K I T

1 Traditional cottage shelf with wooden pegs  

in French Grey, £75, Seagirl and Magpie at 

notonthehighstreet.com 2 ‘M’ card, find similar 

at Etsy 3 Small Rimni vase, £25, The White 

Company 4 Zinc metal pots set, £15.50, The 

Orchard at notonthehighstreet.com 5 Oasis SEC 

dry foam brick, £1, and cylinders, £1 each,  

The Range. Dry foam sphere, £2.69, Hobbycraft  

6 Baker’s twine, £6, Rockett St George 7 Etched 

glass jar, £19.95, Rockett St George 8 Oasis 

aluminium copper wire, £6.50, Hobbycraft 

9 Garden scissors, £12, Clerkenwell London 

10 Florist tape rolls, £2 each, Hobbycraft 

11 Stem cutting scissors, £28, Ernest Wright & 

Son 12 Floral Art scissors slim handlebow, £30, 

Ernest Wright & Son 13 Satin ribbon in Oyster 

Grey, £3.85, John Lewis 14 House Beautiful 

Global Textures bouquet, from £35, Flowers 

Direct 15 Vintage bobbin string and scissors, 

£14.95, Nordic House 16 Zinc metal jug, £18, 

The Orchard 17 V&A Palamos secateurs, £19.95, 

8

16

17

18

19

20
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Wild & Wolf 18 Etched glass storage jar with 

brass lid, £14.95, Rockett St George 19 Oasis 

floral natural raffia, £1.99, The Range 20 Prym 

glass-headed pins, £8.40 for a 30g pack, John 

Lewis 21 Mini hand-thrown vase, £11, Nordic 

House 22 Small white diamond vase, £8 for 

two, Nordic House 23 Oasis green hobby wire 

(in vase), 79p a pack, Hobbycraft 24 House 

Beautiful Warm Whites bouquet, from £35, 

Flowers Direct 25 Flower mixed bouquet vase, 

£38, Heal’s 26 Clear vase with gold band, £55, 

Heal’s 27 Grosgrain ribbons in Deep Green and 

Fuchsia, £4.75 for 5m each, John Lewis 28 The 

Makery Neon ribbon in Pineapple on wooden 

spool, £4.95 for 3m, John Lewis 29 Chichester  

5ft potboard in Limestone, £1,100, Neptune 

30 Craquele glaze tiles, £29.99 a sq metre, Tile 

Mountain Walls painted in Strong White 

Estate emulsion, £39.50 for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball
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Industry experts explain how to use sophisticated shades of blue

Stiffkey Blue Estate 

emulsion, £39.50 for  

2.5L, Farrow & Ball

DARK AND DRAMATIC
Make a statement with walls in rich indigo

Navy Blue, Natural emulsion 

no 1, £40 for 2.5L, Edward 

Bulmer Pots of Paint

Stikey Blue (above) is inspired 
by the colour of cockles on 
Stikey beach in Norfolk. 
Contrast this contemporary 
shade with Hardwick White 
on the ceilings for a moody 
feel that reminds me of slightly 
brooding seas and skies.
JOSEPHINE RANCE 
FARROW & BALL

Naval uniforms inspired Navy 
Blue and it looks good with gilt 
finishes and pale wood. It ofsets 
artwork well and in gloss looks 
smart on a front door. My tip 
would be to use it on all walls in  
a room – but never the ceiling!
EDWARD BULMER  
EDWARD BULMER POTS  
OF PAINT

Turkish Blue matt  

emulsion, £35.50  

for 2.5L, Fired Earth

Aqua Source Mid Sheen 

emulsion, from £25.49  

for 2.5L, Crown

SUBTLE VARIATIONS
Paler tones can create a warm or cool effect

Aqua Source (above) reflects 
a lot of light and sits between 
green and blue on the colour 
wheel. It has no black pigment, 
so it’s crisp and cool. Aqua 
blues are restful and make 
a versatile, zesty partner for 
richer blues and greys.  
JEMMA SAUNDERS  
CROWN

Inspired by antique Middle 
Eastern tile and paint fragments, 
Turkish Blue has pale cerulean 
tones. This warm, versatile 
choice works with both gentle 
taupe and bold red. Rather than 
teaming it with other blues, use 
it as a standalone shade.
ROB WHITAKER 
FIRED EARTH

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Sterling low sheen 

emulsion, £42 for  

2.5L, Konig Colours

A NEW TRADITION
Heritage hues stand the test of time

Hand-mixed to give a 
sumptuous, ultramarine feel, 
lapis lazuli Ultra Blue (above) 
is a special edition paint for the 
brave and bold. It creates depth 
in a room and scope for playful 
contrasts. My preferred option: 
keep it simple with crisp white. 
DAVID MOTTERSHEAD 
LITTLE GREENE

Sterling is a pale blue with a 
hint of violet. Combine it with 
our dark Cobo Bay purple and 
accessorise with abstract art  
for a modern edge. In low light, 
it may look warmer in tone, 
then fresh and vibrant in  
bright sunshine. 
VANESSA GALLOWAY 
KONIG COLOURS 

Ultra Blue special edition 

Absolute matt emulsion, 

£49 for 2.5L, Little Greene

BLUE 
FOR YOU

There’s a shade to suit every 
taste and room within this wide 
spectrum of hues. Darker tones 
work well in larger communal 

spaces such as living and dining 
rooms, while paler shades will 

have a calming efect in  
bedrooms and 

bathrooms. 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE FIND MORE COLOUR INSPIRATION AT housebeautiful.co.uk

THE MIDDLE GROUND 
Team mid-tones with pale wood and natural materials

Blue Yonder Alterior matt 

emulsion, £36.50 for 2.5L, 

Eico Paints

Veiled Violet matt 

emulsion, £24.49  

for 2.5L, Dulux Mixlab

Veiled Violet (above) is a sultry 
blue with warm undertones, 
full of mystery but linked 
to hedgerows and berries. 
Relaxing and friendly, it’s a safe 
but versatile shade that works 
best with soft pastels, pale wood 
and natural materials.
EMILY SIMPSON
DULUX MIXLAB

I’d team showstopping Blue 
Yonder with whites and creams, 
rather than adding in other 
colours. It makes me want to 
take a boat out, be near the sea 
and seek hotter climes – and 
looks fantastic on white cottage 
exterior doors and windows.
RISHI SUBEATHAR 
EICO PAINTS
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PAINT
TRADE SECRETS… 

Choose the perfect colour and finish for your project  

with help from the experts

Circles of neutral and 

pastel colours make a 

fun and eyecatching 

border. Matt emulsion, 

£24.45 for 2.5L, Dulux
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It’s important to select the correct  

type and finish for the surface you 

want to cover. Generally the more 

expensive the paint the better 

the quality of ingredients, colour 

pigments, coverage and finish.

THE RIGHT TYPE
Water-based emulsion works well on 

walls and ceilings. Eggshell and acrylic can 

also be water based but they’re tougher 

than emulsion. Some products are durable 

enough to be wiped, making them the 

perfect choice for busy areas such as 

kitchens and hallways, and they can also be 

used on woodwork. Water-based paint 

dries quickly, brushes can be cleaned with 

water, drips can be easily wiped away and 

the colour stays put over time. 

Oil-based paint produces a shiny, 

hardwearing top coat so is ideal for glossy 

woodwork, doors and furniture. It goes on 

smoothly but releases fumes while drying so 

it’s important to ventilate the room well. 

Eco paint is made from organic materials 

such as plants, earth and clay. It’s non-toxic 

and has low odour levels. 

Chalk paint is also solvent-free and 

water-based, and suitable for walls  

and woodwork; the paint doesn’t trap 

moisture and allows walls to ‘breathe’. 

REFLECTING ON FINISHES
Matt emulsion doesn’t reflect light. It 

gives walls a flat depth of colour that  

helps hide marks and imperfections. 

Flat/extra matt has a denser, velvety 

finish. Some makes give a sheen level;  

the lower the number the more matt it is. 

Two per cent, for instance, is very matt.

Eggshell has a slight sheen and is more 

resistant to marking. It’s wipeable and 

water-resistant so is ideal for walls or 

woodwork in kitchens and bathrooms.  

Silk is for walls and has a little more shine. 

Satin gives woodwork a moderate shine. 

Gloss is the most reflective finish but is 

more prone to showing imperfections.  

It can be wiped down and is generally  

used on woodwork. 

SOMETHING SPECIAL
Specialist paints produced for specific  

tasks include floor paint for indoor wood  

or concrete floors and masonry paint  

for outdoor walls, which is tough enough 

to withstand extremes of weather. Tile 

paint produces a waterproof finish that’s 

mould-resistant. Kitchen and bathroom 

paints have anti-mould agents in them too. 

Metal spray paint is good for updating a 

radiator or stove, while suede or glitter 

finishes spruce up a room, and magnetic 

chalkboard paint turns a wall into a  

play space. One coat provides dense 

coverage in one go and non-drip gloss 

makes application simpler. There are also 

products available that will make applying 

paint easier, such as Dulux’s Paintpod 

roller system, which releases the correct 

amount when the trigger is squeezed. 

HOW TO CALCULATE
First of all, measure the area you want  

to paint. Multiply its length by its height  

in metres and then double the figure 

because you’ll need two coats. Divide the 

total by the coverage stated on the tin to 

see how many to buy.  

LATEST TRENDS
Blue is going to be a huge colour for 

2016, and Little Greene has launched  

a collection of 21 new shades of blue, 

ranging from deep Indigo to calming 

Linen. Dulux announced its colour for 

2016 as Cherished Gold, tying in with 

2015’s Copper Blush and continuing the 

metallic trend seen with pastel and jewel 

tones. Mylands’ new Colour of London 

palette includes elegant whites, modern 

greys, vibrant yellows and moody dark 

shades including midnight blue and black. 

MELANIE ADAMS, DIRECTOR,  

DESIGNERPAINT.COM

Opt for a colour that suits the 
function of the room and the mood 
you’re trying to create. 

Red stimulates energy, appetite and a 
social atmosphere. Best for dining rooms. 

Blue evokes a sense of calmness and  
is believed to promote intellectual 
thought and provide a contemplative 
environment. Use it in bedrooms, 
studies and bathrooms. 

Yellow inspires optimism, confidence 
and brightness and can make a room 
feel warmer. It’s ideal for hallways, 
kitchens and north-facing rooms. 

Green brings unity and serenity. Use 
in bedrooms, kitchens and living rooms.

Orange is a warm, friendly and 
enthusiastic colour, suitable for kitchens 
and leisure areas. 

Purple in its darkest form produces a 
rich, dramatic and sophisticated feel. 
Lighter hues bring a restful quality and 
sense of calmness. It works best in 
bedrooms and bathrooms. 

Whites, greys and browns are the  
basic paint toolkit. Combine a number  
of neutrals to create a calming, 
sophisticated atmosphere in any room. 

Psychologically  
speaking

Warm and inviting Gipsy 

Bloom 2 contrasts with  

gold and pale pink 

bedlinen. Matt emulsion, 

£24.45 for 2.5L, Dulux
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Before you choose your colour, consider the 

direction the room faces, the amount of  

light it gets, and what you use it for. 

North-facing The natural light is less direct 

and feels cool, so avoid blue or grey-based 

colours. Go for something with warm 

undertones such as Albany’s Dovecote,  

or yellow-based colours, for example Farrow 

& Ball’s Tallow. Or you could embrace the 

coolness with dark, dramatic shades. 

South-facing Colours are intensified in this 

warm, natural light. If you want to offset  

the brightness, choose cool, soft hues. 

East-facing As these rooms are brighter and 

warmer in the morning and cooler in the 

afternoon, greens and pale neutrals work 

best. Soft duck egg, for instance, will retain a 

sense of light and vibrancy through the day. 

West-facing This can appear dull in the 

morning but evening light will provide a warm 

glow. Maximise brightness by selecting 

neutrals to bounce light around the room.

IN THE MIX
Every colour can be described in three  

ways. A shade has black added, a tone  

is made by adding grey, and a tint is  

created by adding white.

SOURCES OF INSPIRATION
For a period property, you can be true to 

the period with dedicated paint ranges such 

as Dulux Trade’s Heritage or Little Greene’s 

Colours of England, authenticated by  

English Heritage. Pick a key colour from your 

furnishings, fabric, artwork or a favourite 

accessory. Or choose a colour palette taken 

from the hues of the surrounding landscape.  

Create a coordinated scheme by selecting 

shades, tones and tints from just one colour 

group – apply darker shades to alcoves or a 

chimney breast for instance. For continuity 

and harmony throughout your home, limit 

yourself to a palette of four colours.

Check your choice and experiment with 

tester pots. Paint in the darkest and lightest 

spots, and next to painted woodwork. Notice 

how it changes at different times of the day.

CREATING AN ILLUSION
Paint dado and picture rails in the same 

colour as the walls to make the walls seem 

taller. Widen a narrow space by painting  

the two opposing shorter walls in a slightly 

darker shade so they appear closer. Enlarge 

a small room by painting all surfaces the 

same colour – off whites, such as Tintagel 

Light from Albany‘s Tradition range, are 

effective as they reflect the light.

EMMA CAPRON, INTERIOR DESIGNER, 

BEAN INTERIORS

APPLY COLOUR THEORY

PAINT TO PERFECTION

Organise the room Set up a work station 

in the centre; protect kitchen units with 

transparent plastic edged with masking 

tape and cover furniture and carpets with 

plastic-backed dust sheets. 

Prepare the walls Smooth away wallpaper 

and paint flakes with 80-100 grit sandpaper. 

Fill holes with Easyfill or a ready-mix filler. 

Sand again. Painted woodwork needs 

sanding to make a key for new paint to 

stick to but new wood doesn’t. Brush 

away dust. Separate and protect surfaces 

that have different paint finishes with a 

good-quality masking tape that won’t rip.

Getting started Begin with the ceiling, 

make your way down the walls and finish 

with the woodwork. Use a standard white 

emulsion for the first coat as it’s cheaper 

than coloured paint. Newly plastered walls 

need a first coat of watered-down emulsion, 

which will soak in slightly, stopping the 

top coats from peeling away. Two coats  

of coloured emulsion are usually enough. 

New woodwork This needs a primer to 

help the top coats stick, then an undercoat. 

Use two coats of oil-based wood paint or 

three for water-based. For the best results, 

a compatible undercoat and top coat from 

the same brand is best. Wipe off drips 

with a damp cloth or use an industrial 

paint wipe. At the very worst, you can  

sand back any mistakes and start again. 

Brushes Buy good-quality synthetic 

brushes. Use a ‘cutting-in’ brush with  

a slanted tip for the edges of walls and 

ceilings, and a medium-weight roller for 

the middle. Paint new wood with a brush 

in the direction of the grain and use a 

mini roller for stair spindles. If necessary 

lightly sand in between coats. 

Tidying-up Store paint tins somewhere 

that doesn’t freeze or get too hot. Keep  

a note of what you use and where for 

future touch-ups, though it’s best to use 

fresh paint. Wipe paint from brushes; put 

into a small jar and clean with a solvent-

based product for oil-based paint or soap 

and water for water-based. When dry, 

wrap bristles in white paper towel so the 

brush holds its shape and store upright. 

TOBY WRIGHT, DECORATOR, 

WRIGHT DECORATING

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Preparation is key – spend time on the basics for a professional finish

Kitchen and Bathroom  

paint by Laura Ashley is 

durable and moisture- 

and mould-resistant. 

Dove Grey, £33 for 2.5L, 

designerpaint.com 
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ORIGINAL STYLE
New! Introducing Origins, an exciting collection of blinds  
and curtains from House Beautiful and Hillarys
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W
ith vibrant colours and intricate 

patterns inspired by natural 

waterfalls, flowers and minerals, 

this new collection from  

House Beautiful and Hillarys is perfect for spring 

decorating. There are eight fabrics in a palette  

of chalky neutrals, zesty citrine and fresh aqua, 

and a choice of coordinating patterns and  

plains that all work brilliantly together. 

For wow factor there’s the digitally printed 

Origin with its bold floral design that would  

work equally well as long curtains or a blind  

in a neutrally decorated room. Or opt for  

a classic window dressing with Cascade, a  

stripe with a twist, inspired by the movements  

of a waterfall. The collection also includes 

geometric Rattan Stone, leaf silhouette Bamboo 

Linen and coordinating textured plain Mineral  

in Azure, Chalk and Linen.

With the help of Hillarys made-to-measure 

service, you can choose matching or contrasting 

curtains, blinds and cushions to transform your 

room. A local Hillarys advisor will come to your 

home to discuss your requirements and take 

measurements, then fit the finished products  

four weeks later. Prices start from £145 for  

curtains, £172 for blinds and £24 for cushions. 

Oice
Blind in Origin Citrine, 

from £175, Hillarys. 

Roscoe desk, £295, 

Habitat. Ningbo chair, 

£165, Graham and Green.  

Lamp, £95, Rockett St 

George. Wooden 

magazine file, £7, 

Paperchase. Natural 

leather envelope, £20; 

envelope letter rack, 

£20; masking tape, £3; 

notebook, from £3.75; 

School satchel, £75;  

all Present & Correct.  

Wire basket, £52, Ferm 

Living. Asko rug by Linie 

Designs, £260, Heal’s. 

Walls painted in Purbeck 

Estate emulsion, £39.50 

for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball 
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Dining room
Blinds in Cascade Citrine, 

from £175, Hillarys. 

Table, £250; stool, £55; 

bench, £100; rug, £50; all 

Sinnerlig at Ikea. Andrea 

Roman ceramics (with 

plants) for Botany, from 

£28 each; succulents, 

from a selection; all 

Botany. Suton vase, £25; 

Atkinson bowls, £5 each; 

Suniva seagrass bowl, 

£20; all Habitat. Flared 

plates, from £32 each, 

Mud. On bench (l-r): Ivor 

cushion by Thorody, £55, 

Heal’s. William Yeoward 

Amelie cushion, £95, 

Amara. Walls painted  

in Shaded White Estate 

emulsion, £39.50 for  

2.5L, Farrow & Ball 

Visit hillarys.co.uk/

housebeautiful

 Turn the page  

for a chance to  

win curtains and  

blinds from House 

Beautiful’s new 

collection at Hillarys



A stunning combination of fresh natural 

colours and elegant neutral hues makes 

House Beautiful’s new Origins collection  

of fabrics at Hillarys perfect for spring 

curtains and blinds. 

Inspired by nature, it features clear greens 

and zesty citrine as well as creamy stone, 

bamboo and chalk neutrals in florals, stripes 

and plains. See previous page for details.

Now you have a chance to win curtains, 

blinds and cushions made up in these fabrics, 

as well as a fabulous new carpet, in this great 

competition. There are five prizes to be won.

FIRST PRIZE 

A pair of curtains up to the value of £750.  

Up to two Roman blinds to the value of £400 

each. A maximum of four cushion covers up to 

the value of £100 in total. Plus a Hillarys carpet 

(including underlay) up to the value of £800. 

SECOND PRIZE 

One pair of curtains up to the value of £750. 

One Roman blind with a value up to £400.  

A Hillarys carpet (including the underlay)  

up to the value of £800.

THIRD PRIZE 

One pair of curtains up to the value of £750.

PRIZES FOUR AND FIVE 

A £200 voucher to spend on Hillarys products.

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN (from 1 March 2016) text HBCOMP followed by a space and 
then your answer to the question below and your name and address to 87088 (£1.50 
plus usual network operator rates) or call 0905 789 0103 (80p a min plus your telephone 
company’s network access charge) and give your answer. Calls should last no longer than 
two minutes. LINES CLOSE 30 APRIL 2016. Or post this completed coupon to House 
Beautiful/CPHSBN15979, Worksop S80 2RT for receipt before 4 MAY 2016.

QUESTION What is the name of the new House Beautiful collection at Hillarys?

ANSWER  _____________________________________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ Postcode _________________________________________________

Email address _____________________________________________________________ Telephone _______________________________________________

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Phonelines are open from 1 March 2016 until 30 April. Calls from mobiles and other 
networks may cost more. If you phone or text your entry after the advertised closing date, you won’t be entered but you 
will be charged. The winners will be selected at random from all correct entries after the closing date. Service provider: 
Spoke (0333 202 3390). The prize is as stated and is not transferable. If the customer order value is higher than the prize 
total, customers are required to pay the difference. No change or credit will be given should the order value be lower 
than the prize total. Prizes are subject to availability, and in the event of a prize being unavailable, the promoter and 
prize supplier reserve the right to offer an alternative prize of equal or greater value. Reasonable efforts will be made to 
contact the winners via the contact method provided. Failure to respond, or failure to meet the eligibility requirements, 
may result in forfeiture of the prize. For full terms and conditions turn to p8. DATA PROTECTION We will use the 
information you supply to process your competition entry. For our privacy policy, visit hearst.co.uk/dp

Update your home with the new House Beautiful collection from Hillarys

£5,500 
WORTH of 

PRIZES
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Now’s your chance to WIN!

Blind in Cascade  

Pebble, from £175; 

curtains in Rattan Stone, 

from £159; all Hillarys

Curtains in Origin Citrine, 

from £171; blind in Cascade 

Citrine, from £175, and 

cushion, £37; all Hillarys
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Get maximum natural 

light for reading by 

positioning the sofa near 

a window. Norsborg sofa, 

£375; Docksta dining 

table, £130; Leifarne 

chairs, £35 each; all Ikea

PLAN TO

Create zones to turn an open-plan  

space into a cosy living area 

PERFECTION
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Whether you’re building an 
extension or knocking down 
internal walls to create one  
big space, it’s important to 
consider the complete layout 
before work starts so you can 
plan the most user-friendly 
and stylish arrangement of 
furniture and fittings. 
Without walls to provide clear 

boundaries, it can be diicult to 
know where to start to make 
practical, relaxing and cosy areas 
without losing that open feel. 

Usually the kitchen takes 
priority, leaving the remaining 
space to be divided into living 
and dining sections. Approach 
this as though you’re planning 
an entirely separate room that 
will be dropped into the 
available space. That way you 
can work out where you need  
to position things, such as 
points for new lighting. 

If you’re planning an 
extension, the end of the room 
with sliding/folding doors or the 
biggest windows will be the key 
spot. Decide if this is where you 
want your living area to be, where 
you can relax in and enjoy the 
garden or, if you cook a lot, where 
you’d prefer the kitchen to be.

It’s best to draw a plan to scale 
and then cut out pieces of paper, 
also to scale, to represent the sofa, 
armchairs and cofee tables as 
well as dining table and chairs, 
to try out diferent arrangements. 
You may want a television – if it’s 
not wall-mounted, you’ll need to 
allow space for a cabinet for it  
to stand on. 

Creating zones
In a large space, modular corner 
seating will look great, as will 
large, over-sized furniture that 
might be too big for a separate 
room. You’ll need a walkway 
about a metre wide between 
areas and 60cm between the 
seating edge and a cofee table. 

Also, consider adaptable 
furniture – extending dining 
tables are a practical choice, for 
instance. Allow about one metre 
for people to walk around the 
table easily and to pull out the 
chairs. ‘When arranging a living 
space, think of the various 

functions you want or need that 
room to perform,’ says Alison 
Cork, founder of Within. ‘For 
example, in your sitting room do 
you also want a work zone that’s 
completely distinct from the 
relaxation area?’ she adds. 

‘Designating sections for 
relaxing, cooking and eating  
is even more important when 
designing open-plan, and 
separate banks of light can help 
define each one. A neutral colour 
scheme will make the areas 
blend and seem more spacious.’ 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Sofa logic

* Consider the size of your room and how much 

space you want for seating. Check the position 

and depth of radiators and skirting boards, the 

height of any windows in comparison to the back 

of the sofa and whether doors can open easily.

* One sofa and two armchairs, or a large three or 

four seater with one armchair will suit most spaces.

* Make sure there will be a comfortable amount of 

space to walk around the furniture.

* Emma Williams at sofa.com advises measuring 

the room before shopping and laying templates cut 

from newspaper on the floor, cut to the dimensions 

of the sofa so you get a good idea of what the room 

will look like and how it will work when furnished.

From a neutral base the sections 
can be linked with styles, finishes 
and accessories to help create a 
unified look. Another trick is to 
use colour highlights throughout 
to bring everything together. 

Small scale
In a less spacious room consider 
a two-seater sofa with matching 
armchair and a nest of tables. 

‘To give the impression of a 
bigger space, declutter and resist 
the temptation to over-fill,’ 
advises Chelsea Appleford, at 

Harveys. ‘If you don’t use a piece 
of furniture, you don’t need it.  
I also believe in consistency so 
although not everything should 
always match, your furniture 
should pull together, be it by 
style or complementing colour.’

When you simply want a 
change in an existing living 
room that’s become a bit tired, 
rearrange the furniture to keep 
things fresh. Then you can 
easily update with a new rug, 
soft furnishings or light fittings 
for an instant makeover.

Create a place to sit and 

relax. Lily sofa, £798; 

Dixie wing chair, £399; 

Lykos coffee table, £149; 

all Harveys

Corner sofas are ideal 

for defining zones. 

Farringdon sofa, 

£1,860, Debenhams

P L A N N I N G



 

Jungle drama Plenty of light flows through the large bay window, which makes a stunning focal point for a room when fitted with  
full-length shutters The white finish on the shutters keeps the look bright, while the double-tiered style ofers maximum control of light and 
privacy A bay is the perfect setting for a standout piece of furniture such as this striking chaise longue, £548, teamed with the contrasting 
Madagascar large footstool, £298; both DFS Accessorise with amber tones, greenery and botanical prints 

Find the perfect look for your room

WONDERFUL

WINDOWS

104  housebeautiful.co.uk
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Bold character Dress a bay window with Roman blinds in  
a bold coral pink to give impact without fuss Link the colour  
to a bright paprika, cerise pink and blue fabric such as Chateau 
Paradiso, £47 a metre, on a wide sofa  Opt for cushion covers 
with intricate geometric designs for a modern take An 
oversized Ottoman with animal print fabric, Ocelot, £68 a metre, 
doubles as a cofee table. All fabrics are from Clarke & Clarke 

Contemporary cool A large picture window sets a modern 
mood, particularly when left free of curtains or blinds For a 
degree of privacy, use frosted window film – either plain, with 
stripes, spots or a cut-out design. Try The Window Film Company  
or Brume for a range of designs Look out for a low-back corner 
sofa to fit neatly beneath the window and cosy up with plenty of 
cushions, such as this eclectic mix from H&M, from £3.99 each

Wild design Curtain fabric in cheerful colours will warm the 
light coming through the window so is especially useful if the room 
is north-facing Beautifully painted birds lighten the mood too. 
Persico fabric, £55 a metre. Keep the upholstery neutral so you can 
go all out with lots of patterned and colourful cushions A striped 
rug links with the colours in the curtains to tie the scheme together. 
All fabrics from the Fauvisimo collection by Harlequin 

Garden room Floor-to-ceiling windows ofer plenty of light  
but for privacy and a decorative touch , hang a patterned curtain 
Add a jute rug with a similar footprint to a cofee table to define the 
space in front of the sofa A soft footstool sits alongside rough-cut 
pieces of tree trunks that make quirky tables As well as having 
real plants, use curtains with a botanical look. Curtains, £24.99; 
cushions, from £3.99; all H&M C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G EW
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Scandi simple  Introduce a lively pattern at a large patio 
window – the darker or bolder the colours are, the greater the 
impact will be on the room  Any horizontal lines in the design 
will increase the feeling of width  The subtle design on these 
curtains adds interest to the room without detracting from the 
natural beauty outside  Fjord Mineral curtains from the Natur 
Collection, from £181, Hillarys 

Nude and neutral  A lot of heat can be lost through large 
windows if they’re not double-glazed  Thermal lining for curtains 
helps, or choose blinds with a special lining  These pleated blinds 
have a honeycomb cellular structure that blocks excess heat from 
the outside in the summer months and prevents it escaping from 
inside when it’s cooler  Available in 44 fabrics, Hive Silkweave in 
Elephant, from £105 including standard free hanging, Style Studio

Fresh and wild  Pile on the pattern to enliven a neutral scheme 
Use a simple eyelet curtain heading to show of a floral fabric  
 Fit a curtain pole that’s much wider than French doors so when 

the curtains are drawn back, access through the doors is easy  
 Contrast large and small leafy prints in lush green and white  

to evoke a fresh spring feel. Green Country Sprig curtains, from 
£45; Green Country Sprig blind, from £30; all Next

Sheer beauty  Roller blinds teamed with sheer curtains give 
lots of options for light control and privacy  Sheer curtains can 
be closed for privacy, or draw them back to let in more daylight  
This quirky bird-print blind is framed with neutral sheer curtains 
that warm the light coming through, bringing character to an 
all-white scheme  Seven-day roller blind in Voyage Game Bird 
fabric, from £98; Kaolin sheer panels, £35 each; all John Lewis

H B  P R O J E C T  L I V I N G  R O O M  W I N D O W S
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Perfect partners

Choose a mix of patterned 
floor-length curtains and 
plain Roman blinds for a 
polished look. Splashes of 
colour lift the room while the 
smart grey creates a sense of 
calm. Palmetto curtain fabric, 
£42 a metre; Boheme Linens 
blind fabric, £36 a metre; 
both Harlequin

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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Colour clash Mix and match painted blocks of colour for bold, quirky walls Use a vivid yellow such as Dandelion Puf  
on a recess wall between a warm grey and smoky blue; try Blue Kale and Winter Rocket, all £36 for 2L, Paint by Conran  

Rustic, dark walnut floors with a weathered look bring character to the space Team a modern mustard yellow sofa with 
vintage rattan lounge chairs, but go easy with colour elsewhere, choosing monochrome accessories such as the Pedrera floor 
lamp designed by Barba Corsini, £510, The Conran Shop

Clever ideas to create a room with style

WOW FACTOR

WALLS

108  housebeautiful.co.uk
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Glam rock For a stone-like finish that looks luxurious, cover  
a feature wall in this Marble wallpaper, £65 a roll, Ferm Living  

Add a shot of bright colour with the Prussian Blue Holly corner 
sofa, £1,690, sofa.com Parquet flooring brings traditional 
elegance and pattern to the floor Use gleaming metallic  
accents such as this Loft cofee table in Antique Brass, £195, 
Rockett St George, for extra Art Deco sophistication

Rustic edge Introduce texture by exposing and painting brick 
walls  If your home was built post 1950s, removing the plaster to 
reveal the brickwork may not be an easy option. Instead try textured 
wallpaper such as Brick White, £9 a roll, B&Q, on a chimney breast or 
feature wall Bring out the texture by painting it in soft shades such 
as Blue Charm and Paper Mint; both £24.29 for 2.5L, Dulux Add 
simple Scandi furniture and a natural woven rug 

Back on black Dark walls make a dramatic backdrop for crisp, 
sunny colours. Paint walls, woodwork and radiators in Pitch Black 
Estate emulsion, £38 for 2.5L; eggshell, £22 for 75ml, both Farrow  
& Ball Bright white window frames and floorboards keep the 
room feeling modern and light Introduce elements of black to 
furnishings such as this trellis pattern on the armchairs. Michel 
upholstery fabric in Noir and Sunset, £51 a metre, Clarke & Clarke

Classic, modern mix Update a neutral scheme with a 
traditional floral wallpaper hung within existing or specially fixed 
wall panelling With the pattern contained in a limited area it 
contrasts beautifully with contemporary furniture The pale  
grey wallpaper is Gustav Trophy, £71 a roll, with framed edges  
in Grey Moss Intelligent eggshell, £27 for 1L; both Little Greene  

Lauren sofa, £1,099, Brewers C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Bold contrast Stripes, bands and blocks in a mix of toning 
colours create interesting efects that you can adapt to your scheme 

For impact, combine gold with bands of cream, mushroom and 
duck egg Position the bands where you like, to introduce a unique 
look on one wall Match one colour to the skirting and window 
frame and leave the remaining walls plain Cherished Gold and 
other matt emulsion paints, £24.49 for 2.5L, Dulux 

Laid-back living Denim blue is a relaxing shade for a living 
room Create an interesting two-tone efect by using it on the lower 
half of the wall with a cream colour above To prepare the wall, 
draw a dividing line using a spirit level and pencil. Define the line 
with masking tape if painting 7930 Dark Denim and 7913 Blushed 
Cream are from the Pigment range of perfectly plain wallpapers in 
40 natural colours, £27 a roll, from Swedish brand Borastapeter

Hint of the tropics Murals make an eyecatching feature  
and they don’t need to take up an entire wall  This oversized lily 
design covers the wall in an alcove, creating a striking focal point 
behind the shelves You can get this mural made to measure.  
It comes in diferent finishes and is easy to hang Crinum 
Augustum wall mural from the New York Botanical Garden 
collection is £60 a sq metre, Surface View

Illusion of luxury Expensive materials such as marble, wood 
and stone can be cleverly reproduced on wallpaper This white 
marble-efect trompe l’oeil wallpaper is sectioned to look like  
large slabs Use on one feature wall and keep the look fresh and 
clean with monochrome furniture White Marble wallpaper  
by Piet Hein Eek, £199 a roll, Rockett St George, can be washed 
with a soft cloth C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E W
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Modern geo Turn an 
unassuming alcove into a style 
statement with a bold wallpaper. 
Pair with a complementary  
paint shade. Lavaliers Low Wave 
wallpaper, £57 a roll; Hick’s Blue 
Absolute matt emulsion, £37 for 
2.5L; both Little Greene
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Double up Why stick to one 
wallpaper when you can have 
two? This textured circle print 
exudes subtle sophistication 
beside a contrasting pattern  
in the same shade. Boutique 
collection, £29.95 a roll, Galerie 

ALL THE ESSENTIALS
From paint to papers, a living room 

refresh starts with the walls
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Pick a paint shade
1 Smart move Dark colours are a confident choice and this blue would look beautiful mixed with lush greens and rich materials. Royal 
Navy Absolute matt emulsion, £38 for 2.5L, Little Greene 2 Golden wonder Evoke cheer all year round with sunny yellow. Haymarket No 
47 Marble matt emulsion, £42 for 2.5L, Mylands 3 In the pink Dusty pastels create a calming efect. Add accessories in warm metal finishes 
for a modern look. Serenata Lime Wash paint, £39.50 for 2.5L, Bert & May 4 Fade to grey America’s favourite paint brand is now in the UK 
and this soft grey strikes a restful note that would work well with warm woods and bolder hues. Gray Owl, £17 for 0.94L, Benjamin Moore

Choose a patterned wallpaper…
1 Fern tastic Deep tones on this leafy design create a glamorous look. Palemon, £15 a roll, Graham & Brown 2 Watermarked A subtle print 
provides a hint of interest and would work well alone or with a bolder pattern. Watered Silk 106, £65 a roll, Cole & Son 3 Global style Surin, 
£59 a roll from Sanderson, echoes the handcrafted feel of an ikat weave 4 Fine line Use this graphic design in an alcove or on a feature wall for 
a clean, modern look. Lines, £71 a roll, Ferm Living at Naken Interiors 5 Suits you The herringbone pattern on this new arrival from Barneby 
Gates adds subtle style. Chevron, £78 a roll 6 A bird in the hand Nature motifs in calming shades are perfect for a traditional scheme. 
Colours Heligan, £12 a roll, B&Q 7 Take a leaf These giant leaves and moody colours have a dash of mid-century style. Guatemala After Dark, 
£62 a roll, MissPrint 8 Cloud cover The rolling skies efect of Cielo, £213 a roll from Designers Guild, induces a sense of peace 
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Retro revival Instead of using one large rug, add extra wow factor to a living room floor by grouping bold, geometric rugs in 
diferent colourways and patterns Use large-scale pattern for maximising impact, such as the optical-efect Olson geometric 
wool rug (left), £74, teamed with Linx rugs with petal/circle designs in black and orange, £35 each; all from Very Modern retro 
furniture such as the red leather Abby Chair, £249, also from Very, is equally showstopping Balance the strong colours with 
white walls and sanded timber floorboards Choose a 1970s-inspired cofee table with flared legs and a handy storage drawer

New ideas for creating a welcoming space 

where you can kick off your shoes and relax

FANTASTIC

FLOORS
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New classic A honey-toned wooden floor combines practicality 
with traditional style A striking v-shaped pattern makes an 
eyecatching change from straight-laid planks. Herringbone  
Oak engineered wood, £95.99 a sq metre, Topps Tiles. The design  
is decoration enough so no rug is needed Extend the warm tones 
with a sand-coloured sofa Add a retro feel with mid-century 
furniture such as this Ercol Originals cofee table, £500 from Heal’s

Simple and understated White-painted floorboards 
brighten a room and add laidback style. Define a seating area with 
a natural rug, such as this Sisal Malay rug with Grey herringbone 
and Porcelain cotton border (1.8m x 1.2m), £295.28, Alternative 
Flooring A classic sofa looks elegant yet comfy mixed with 
weathered metal furniture, such as the Zinc tray table, which  
oozes French farmhouse chic, £90, Cox & Cox

Light meets dark Bring subtle pattern with an intricate 
carpet design The neutral tones of the Universal Gloss Modena 
D Mosaico carpet from the Fascination range, £39.95 a sq metre, 
Vorwerk, won’t date With a pale floor and cream sofa you can 
use a dark shade on the walls for contrast Giant floor cushions 
make handy additional low-level seating A slimline shelf 
painted to match the wall makes a great display ledge

Statement shape Add a focal point to a modern living space 
with an attention-grabbing rug The Andria wool rug, £510, Heal’s, 
has a black background with an intricate geometric design in white 
and pink that sits perfectly on a white concrete floor The graphic 
design sets of the sumptuous curves and angles of the beautifully 
crafted Fawn sofa, £1,695, and armchair, £895, from Heal’s, for a 
modern country house feel

L A T E S T  L O O K S
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ALL THE ESSENTIALS
Take a look at these fantastic finishes

Tiles, rug and engineered wood
1 Geometric print Make a feature area with on-trend geometric tiles. Neisha Crosland’s luxury vinyl has a Celtic-inspired motif, £42.95  
a sq metre, Harvey Maria 2 Cover story A new rug will revive tired floorboards and add interest to a neutral carpet. It’s also great for 
defining a seating area in an open-plan space. Taking inspiration from the Samode Palace in India, this Samode Fieldstone design, from £49, 
from Darlings of Chelsea, has a graphic ivory pattern 3 Timber treatment Engineered wood comes in various finishes, from distressed 
and hand-aged to artfully weathered industrial. This Old Factory Mill Board is in subtle greys and whites with hand-finished edges, £138  
a sq metre from Bert & May. Multiple layers of patina are built up with bespoke stains and distressed to look like an original floor

Cushioned vinyl, carpet and rug
1 Easy install Cushioned vinyl is a cost-efective choice and is installed as one sheet wall-to-wall, making it a straightforward DIY 
makeover. Simple to maintain, it’s also slip-resistant, comfortable underfoot and a good sound insulator, so great if there are children 
running around. Woodmark Cardassian, £22 a sq metre, Leoline 2 Statement style Jazz up a neutral living area with a bold pattern  
or print. Rather than having a rug, go for wall-to-wall carpet in an on-trend design such as Carpetright’s Condo. It is 100 per cent 
polypropylene and is part of the Geo Scandi trend for spring/summer. From selected stores, £34.99 a sq metre 3 Bespoke design 
Choose your own colours and create a rug that’s totally unique. Roger Oates now ofers a bespoke option, where you can customise 
existing designs. Cluny is a 100 per cent wool flatweave, woven in a narrow width, with prices from £154 a metre
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Flatweave, loop pile and hypoallergenic carpet
1 Beyond the pale Flatweave carpet has decorative weaves, textures and patterns. This all-wool herringbone weave with its subtle  
pattern is durable and resilient. Wool SV3125 Wilton Svelte Willow, £123 a sq metre, Crucial Trading 2 Line up Add a sleek and 
sophisticated pattern with understated stripes. Bouclé Neutrals, a loop pile (50 per cent New Zealand wool and 50 per cent polyester)  
has a clean, bright finish, £25 a sq metre, Cormar Carpets 3 Soft touch A wool blend is ideal in areas where you spend a lot of time. 
Finepoint in Renoir Fleece (80 per cent wool/20 per cent nylon) has hypoallergenic, antibacterial properties, £57.50 a sq metre, Brintons 

Laminate, solid wood and luxury vinyl 
1 Wood look Perfect for high-traic living rooms, laminate won’t show marks as easily as real wood. The latest advances in technology 
also mean you can get the look of real wood for less cost and with easier maintenance. Impressive Concrete Wood in Light Grey, £19.99 a sq 
metre, Quick-Step 2 The plank Add character with solid wood floorboards. Pale planks in whites and greys will create a Scandinavian 
vibe while dark floors suit a glamorous Deco style. If it’s laid throughout the downstairs, it will bring the whole interior together. Smoky 
Mountain, £82 a sq metre, The Natural Wood Floor Company 3 Lifetime guarantee Luxury vinyl flooring has a strong, shielding layer, 
which protects it against daily wear and tear, especially in busy areas such as the living room or an open-plan scheme. It’s also warm 
underfoot, compatible with underfloor heating and comes with a lifetime warranty. Amtico’s Signature collection starts from £70 a sq metre
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TO SEE THE HOUSE BEAUTIFUL FLOORING RANGE, PLEASE VISIT carpetright.co.uk/house-beautiful-collection
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Box fresh Create flexible storage with adaptable modules that can be arranged and added to as your needs change. It’s a 
useful alternative to a traditional cabinet Try a playful mix of white, wood and coloured boxes from the Muuto Stacked Shelf 
system, £940 for a composition of eight, Made in Design Chunky, modern seating such as this Muuto Connect sofa, £2,590 
from Houseology, works well in a timeless Scandi-style living space Add some curves to break up the straight lines with a 
pairing of circular cofee tables 

Brilliant buys for a brand new scheme 

FABULOUS

FURNITURE
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Sleek sophistication Glass-topped tables are great way for 
promoting a feeling of space in a small room. The Tati sofa table, 
£1,020 from Twentytwentyone, has a second table that slides out 
from underneath to double the surface area, and the pale metal 
frames look less bulky than a wooden base Choose a sofa with no 
armrests to maximise space. The Shapiro three seater, from £1,589, 
Sofa Workshop, is similar Keep wall colours and curtains light

New neutral Keep your space orderly by displaying decorative 
items behind Liatorp glass door cabinets, £275 each. Several units 
side-by-side give a sleek built-in look Grey tones work brilliantly 
for an understated, grown-up style Add subtle patterns on floors 
and cushions with neutral geometric and checks Use versatile 
lighting with a main ceiling light plus a floor lamp next to your sofa 
for reading. Arod lighting, from £40, and all furniture, Ikea

Loft living Create an eclectic look by mixing old and  
new pieces of statement furniture This modern take on  
a Chesterfield is slimmer and squarer with sleek metal legs. 
Achieve a similar retro look with the Paris three-seater,  
£1,699, Dwell  Pair with a Lucas Swivel Base chair for a hip loft 
apartment feel, £699, West Elm Add a high-pile pure wool Souk 
rug for supersoft comfort underfoot, from £399, also West Elm

Perfect partners Combine warm woods and watery blues for  
a soothing look in a living room Beautifully crafted furniture 
brings a modern artisan feel to a contemporary interior The 
Noah sideboard has more than enough space to keep clutter out of 
sight, and has a stunning decorative finish on the doors, £899, John 
Lewis This watercolour Garda rug, £225, from John Lewis, is 
reminiscent of natural landscapes C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G EW

O
R

D
S

 L
U

C
Y

 B
IR

C
H

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 119

L A T E S T  L O O K S



1

1

2

3

43

2

ULTIMATE BUYERS’ GUIDE

Put your feet up 
1 Seeing red The Allegri buttoned ottoman is a lavish statement piece that would look fantastic in either a classic or contemporary 
interior. It comes in a range of sizes and shapes, and prices start at £720, from The Sofa & Chair Company 2 Smart finish Seen here  
in embossed dark brown leather, the York studded footstool, £250, from Next, is available in a wide choice of fabrics and leg shapes so 
you’re bound to find something perfect for your room scheme 3 Adaptable design Add a vibrant splash to the living area with a 
brightly coloured upholstered footstool, such as the Duke, which is traditional in shape, but with a modern twist. With a high-density 
comfort cushion and extra-high legs, it costs £393 from Delcor

Room for a few 
1 Easy update The Oslo two-seater, £599 from Pash Living, can be upholstered in a choice of fabrics or leather and with its low profile and 
solid ash frame is ideal for modern living spaces 2 Built to last Butterbump in Bermuda velvet is a gorgeous, timeless sofa. It is elegantly 
curved, button-backed and handstitched, and has soft, feather-filled cushions, a solid beech frame and hand-turned weathered oak legs, 
£1,495, Loaf 3 A high note A curvaceous design is inviting and comfortable even if the styling is minimal. Inspired by a 1920s design, the 
Elgar sofa has a sleek, armless silhouette. Handmade in Britain with a solid birch frame and upholstered in Chartreuse yellow fabric, it 
costs £649 from Made 4 Mid-century modern Go for a simply styled sofa to avoid a fussy look. George is a large handcrafted design and 
comes in on-trend slate stoned linen. It costs £1,399 from the Living range by Christiane Lemieux at House of Fraser

Choose comfortable and stylish designs that make the most of your space
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Be our guest 
1 Sleep tight A large sofa bed is a good investment and the Ashdown will easily sleep two. With fitted covers in Biscay Muin washable 
cotton, it’s £1,566, from Sofas & Stuf 2 Night and day The Azure deluxe sofa bed has a narrow footprint, so is ideal for smaller spaces, 
and can be kept out in the open for everyday seating and lounging. Adjustable head and foot ends quickly and easily transform it into a 
sleeping platform for guests. It costs £659 from Aflair 3 Sleep tight In a small room, choose one or two single sofa beds that will fit into 
little spaces. Appley from Willow & Hall costs £393 and is quick and easy to convert from comfy seat to sofa bed. Choose from colours 
including Peppercorn, Vintage Blue and Pistachio

Space to snuggle
1 Grey matter An elegant design in a compact size, the Tratto armchair, £960 from Natuzzi, has unusual zig-zag stitching on the slim 
arms and backrest cushion and a chrome metal base 2 Room for two If space allows, choose an oversized chair big enough for two. 
Alistair buttoned Chesterfield love seat, £745; cushions, from £7; all George Home 3 Coral corner Brighten up a dark living area with the 
1958 armchair in Coral, £585 from Oliver Bonas 4 High drama With a curved shape, the 1960s-inspired Peggy in Prussian Blue would 
make a great accent chair. It costs £560 from sofa.com 5 New direction This armchair with swivel action will add a modern touch to an 
existing seating arrangement. Positano large swivel chair, £599, Next 6 Jazzy lines With Art Deco shaping, this armchair is super-stylish 
and the high back means you’ll sit in comfort. Wallis armchair, £685, Arlo & Jacob
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Store and order 
1 Natural wonder If you’ve splashed out on sleek TV and media equipment, it makes sense to invest in good-looking storage for it. The 
Wave media unit in limed oak is £1,249, Content by Terence Conran 2 Fifties flavour Compact yet practical, the Watson media unit, £169 
from Swoon Editions, has a rosewood and lacquered white finish 3 Clean lines The Casper sideboard, £499 from House by John Lewis, has 
four drawers, a sliding cupboard door and two shelves 4 A bit on the side Use wall space to keep the floor area clear with a unit containing 
ofset drawers and an open shelf. Bloomingville display box, £125, Out There Interiors 5 Box clever Savoye is a tall sideboard with an 
aperture shelf for a set top box. Inside are glass shelves and cable holes, £507.30 from furnish.co.uk 6 On display Invest in a multifunctional 
unit to keep all your media in one place. Novamobili Wave has a unique, Italian graphic-inspired design, £2,520 at Go Modern Furniture

A place for everything 
1 Record collector Great for storing 12inch vinyl, this personalised record storage crate can be loaded up and wheeled around  
to wherever it’s needed – ideal for living spaces with a wooden floor. It’s made from sustainable FSC pine and costs £32.95 from 
Plantabox 2 Sound of music Keep CDs all in one place with this large Record Player tin, which is designed to look just like the  
real thing. It’s priced £19.99 from The Oak Room 3 Open-ended Retro-inspired shelving provides useful storage for books, CDs,  
DVDs and console games. Locker Room shelf, £59.95, Nkuku
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Coffee break

1 Industrial design For a modern touch, introduce alternative materials including zinc, such as this Mesh cofee table, £699 from 
Bowles & Bowles. The steel wire frame is finished with a smoked glass top 2 Recycled option Ideal for an urban open-plan space, 
Shoreditch square table, £189 from The Orchard, is made from wood salvaged from old boats and buildings in southern India 3 Colonial 

feel For a more formal style, the X-End cocktail table, £695 from I & JL Brown, has a soft white-painted finish and handy shelf 4 Multi 

purpose The Naomi cofee table has a handy magazine rack built into the side. Available in teak, as shown, oak or walnut, £559 at Do 
South Shop 5 Simply does it The Deakin oak table, £325, Barker & Stonehouse, has an oiled finish for a fresh look 6 Pull ahead A table 
with a drawer gives you somewhere to keep the remote. Rouen cofee table, £295, Within

Side orders 

1 Spiralized Bring a glamorous touch into your room with these twisted copper and black side tables, £192 for a pair, from The French 
Bedroom Company 2 Golden brown Add an interesting shape with a Hexagonal side table in a lustrous gold finish. It’s made from 
sheesham wood and gold-efect brass and has three slender legs, £153 from Design 55 3 Defined zones This versatile nest of tables  
is light to move and stacks away easily for neatness. Rissna set in Beige, £75 for two, Ikea
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FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE  FOR MORE STUNNING SEATING IDEAS, VISIT dfs.co.uk/content/house-beautiful
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Aflair 020 8789 7377; aflair.co.uk
Alternative Flooring 01264 335111; 
alternativeflooring.com 
Amtico 0121 222 8283; amtico.com
Arlo & Jacob 0333 122 1537;  
arloandjacob.com
Atkin and Thyme 0844 409 9834; 
atkinandthyme.co.uk
B&Q 0333 014 3098; diy.com
Barker & Stonehouse 0333 355 9392; 
barkerandstonehouse.co.uk
Barneby Gates 01672 560240; 
barnebygates.com
Benjamin Moore 01753 575756; 
benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk
Bert & May 020 3744 0776;  
bertandmay.com
Borastapeter at Cole & Son  
020 8442 8844; borastapeter.se 
Bowles & Bowles 020 7351 2130; 
bowlesandbowles.com
Brintons 0800 505055; brintons.co.uk
Brume 01364 73951; brume.co.uk
Carpetright 0330 333 3444;  
carpetright.co.uk
Clarke & Clarke 01706 242010;  
clarke-clarke.co.uk
Cole & Son 020 7376 4628;  
cole-and-son.com
Content by Terence Conran  
020 8150 8380;  
contentbyterenceconran.com
Cormar Carpets 01204 881234; 
cormarcarpets.co.uk
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744;  
coxandcox.co.uk 
Crucial Trading 01562 743747;  
crucial-trading.com
Darlings of Chelsea 020 7371 5745; 
darlingsofchelsea.co.uk
Debenhams 0844 561 6161;  
debenhams.com
Delcor 0191 237 1303; delcor.co.uk

Design 55 01422 375940;  
design55online.co.uk
Designers Guild 020 7893 7620;  
designersguild.com
DFS 0808 250 8287; dfs.co.uk
Do South Shop (The) 020 8771 0500; 
dosouthshop.com
Dulux 0333 222 7171; dulux.co.uk
Dwell 0845 675 9090; dwell.co.uk 
Ferm Living 00 45 7022 7523;  
fermliving.com
French Bedroom Company  
(The) 01444 415430;  
frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk
Furnish.co.uk 0345 544 4044; furnish.co.uk
Furniture Village 0800 804 8879; 
furniturevillage.co.uk
Galerie 01892 700730; galeriehome.co.uk
George Home 0800 952 3003;  
direct.asda.com
Go Modern Furniture 020 7731 9540; 
gomodern.co.uk
Graham & Brown 0800 328 8452; 
grahamandbrown.com
H&M 0344 736 9000; hm.com/gb
Harlequin 0845 123 6805;  
harlequin.uk.com 
Harvey Maria 0845 680 1231;  
harveymaria.co.uk
Harveys 0344 847 2626;  
harveysfurniture.co.uk 
Heal’s 020 7896 7451; heals.com
Hillarys 0800 916 6516; hillarys.co.uk
House of Fraser 0345 602 1073; 
houseofraser.co.uk
Houseology 0330 363 0330;  
houseology.com
I & JL Brown 020 7736 4141; ijlbrown.com
Ikea 020 3645 0015; ikea.com
Indigenous 01993 824200;  
indigenous.co.uk
John Lewis 0345 604 9049; johnlewis.com
Leoline leoline.co.uk 

Little Greene 020 7935 8844;  
littlegreene.com
Loaf 0845 459 9937; loaf.com
Made 0845 557 6888; made.com
Made In Design 020 7692 4001; 
madeindesign.co.uk 
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8555; 
marksandspencer.com
Missprint 01277 350581; missprint.co.uk
Mylands 020 8670 9161; mylands.co.uk
Naken Interiors 01502 715064;  
naken.co.uk
Natural Wood Floor Company (The)  
020 8871 9771; naturalwoodfloor.co.uk
Natuzzi 01322 771442; natuzzi.co.uk
Next 0333 777 8739; next.co.uk
Nkuku 01803 866847; nkuku.com
Oak Room (The) 01992 501040; 
oakroomshop.co.uk
Oliver Bonas 020 8974 0110;  
oliverbonas.com
Orchard (The) 0845 643 0363; 
theorchardhomeandgifts.com
Out There Interiors 020 8009 7443; 
outthereinteriors.com
Paint by Conran 0845 094 9030; 
paintbyconran.com
Pash Living 01509 767374;  
pash-living.co.uk
Plantabox 01392 829977;  
plantabox.co.uk
Quick-step quick-step.com 
Rockett St George 01444 253391; 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk
Roger Oates 020 7351 2288;  
rogeroates.com
Sanderson 0844 543 9500;  
sanderson-uk.com 
Shutter Store (The) 0800 074 7321;  
shutters.co.uk
Sofa and Chair Company (The)  
020 8752 8935; thesofaandchair.co.uk
sofa.com 0345 400 2222
Sofas & Stuff 0808 178 3211;  
sofasandstuf.com
Sofa Workshop 0800 230 0048; 
sofaworkshop.com
Style Studio stylestudio.co.uk
Surface View 0118 922 1327;  
surfaceview.co.uk
Swoon Editions 020 3137 2464; 
swooneditions.com
Topps Tiles 0800 783 6262;  
toppstiles.co.uk   
Twentytwentyone 020 7837 1900; 
twentytwentyone.com
Urbane Living 020 7138 3838;  
urbaneliving.co.uk
Very 0844 822 2321; very.co.uk
Vorwerk 0333 014 3333; vkdirect.co.uk
West Elm 0800 404 9780; westelm.co.uk
Willow & Hall 0845 468 0577;  
willowandhall.co.uk
Window Film Company (The)  
01494 854012; windowfilm.co.uk
Within 020 7087 2900; withinhome.com
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Find instructions for this 

project at housebeautiful.co.uk. 

Just search ‘wooden dining chair’ 

School satchel, £75, Present & 

Correct. Adam rug, £110, Heal’s. 

Find similar framed print at  

art.com. Walls painted in Shaded 

White Estate emulsion, £39.50  

for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball

BETTER THAN 
BESPOKE

A dining chair is updated  
with stripped woodwork and a vintage 

bouclé tweed fabric seat 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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K I T C H E N  M A K E O V E R 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

By opening up small rooms and 
introducing a soft colour scheme one 

couple transformed an awkward layout into 
a light-filled, practical family kitchen. 

Jane Walsh, 47, lives in a 1930s terrace in 
Teddington, Middlesex with husband Chris, 
48, and three sons Adam, 15, Callum, 13, and 

Rowan, 10. After living in the house for 18 
years they decided to extend and replan the 
kitchen and dining space to create a fresh, 

open-plan scheme perfect for both  
family life and entertaining. 

LIVING
SOCIABLE

ACTION PLAN 

FIND AN ARCHITECT 

EXTEND TO SQUARE OFF ROOM DIMENSIONS

REDESIGN LAYOUT

CHOOSE MODERN KITCHEN AND DECORATE

BEFORE

UNITS
Pale grey cabinets 

add subtle colour 

without making the 

space feel dark



DESK SPACE
An informal desk  

area has a ‘charging 

cupboard’ at the side 

for the family’s phones, 

tablets and other 

electronic devices
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TAP
A handy pullout nozzle 

is ideal for washing 

fruit and veg. Its silk 

steel finish coordinates 

with the matt units

BREAKFAST BAR
The overhanging 

worktop creates an 

informal seating area  

at the island with bar 

stools that tuck neatly 

underneath

APPLIANCES
Tall cupboards were 

designed to fit around 

the couple’s existing 

fridge-freezer with 

ovens either side



Tell us about the old layout

We bought the house before we had the boys and added a garden 

room onto the small extension that was already there. But it resulted  

in an awkward kitchen layout, with a narrow breakfast bar at the back 

and a dark dining room in the centre. The garden room gave us extra 

space but it was cold in the winter and too hot in the summer.

What made you decide to replan the kitchen?

With the boys growing up, we needed to make better use of the space 

and add more storage. The kitchen and dining areas felt as though 

they were the wrong way round; I wanted the kitchen in the middle 

and the dining zone at the back for the light and a view of the garden. 

When we noticed that the windows in the original extension had 

started to rot, we decided to bite the bullet and replan the space.

So you sought advice from an architect?

Getting the design right was paramount. We decided to demolish the 

garden room, extend the dining room and make a square extension 

with sliding doors and a new roof with slim rectangular rooflights. 

While we longed for an open-plan layout, we did want each of the 

spaces within it to be properly defined. Alex Fergusson from AF 

Architects was able to interpret our ideas and show us what was 

achievable. He even made us a miniature 3D model so we could  

see how it would all look. This helped us visualise how the pillars 

supporting the floor above would work in the space – we had to keep 

two of them, or invest in some pricey building work to have steels 

inserted. One pillar has made a great backdrop for the woodburning 

stove and the other has been incorporated into the island design and 

actually shields the dining space from the food preparation going on  

in the kitchen – great for when we have guests.

Did he help with the interior layout too?

Yes! He recommended moving the kitchen to the back of the room 

and helped us make the most of the garden view. It was his idea to 

incorporate storage for the boys’ coats, sports gear and school stuff 

that used to be lined up in the hallway, and he also allowed space for 

some of the existing furniture I wanted to keep.

You really planned ahead...

Opening up the space meant I was going to lose a walk-in pantry, but  

I knew exactly what was going to go into every new cupboard even 

before the work began. The design meant that our dining table and 

sideboard fitted perfectly into the scheme with a run of floor-to-ceiling 

units, which houses the boiler and things we don’t want on show such 

as the printer, as well as walk-in cupboards. The touch-door cabinetry is 

painted the same colour as the walls so it blends in.

What else was on your wishlist for the kitchen?

I knew I wanted a handleless design and a fairly pale colour as that part 

of the room gets very little natural light. I was also keen to have 

drawers as their contents are so much easier to see. 

How did the colour scheme come together?

It was inspired by the lamp on the sideboard, which we brought back 

from a trip to America. Its colourful print in copper, teal and aqua 

initiated the palette of cool tones that we chose, in particular the 

turquoise splashback. I wanted the kitchen to be contemporary and 

sleek so kept the rest of the scheme neutral, but the wooden furniture 

we already had adds warmth and texture. I love the open-plan feel and 

the underfloor heating means it’s warm all year. If we want extra heat 

on a chilly day, we put on the woodburner, which feels so cosy.

 For more on open-plan living, see this month’s HB Project

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS…

‘This is a well-planned space, with several zones melding together, that  
incorporates lots of storage without looking busy or over-complicated.’ 

SOFA
In a soft blue that 

echoes the shade 

of the splashback, 

the comfy sofa is 

large enough for 

the whole family 

to gather together

LAMPSHADE
The lampshade  

print inspired the  

colour scheme
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Paint ...............................£84 
Flooring .....................£6,588 
Units ........................£14,000
Worktops ...................£4,560
Splashback .................£1,151
Sink and tap ..................£730
Appliances .................£5,580
Total .......................£32,693

WHAT IT COST

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

IN
DETAIL

GET THE LOOK

THE NEW LAYOUT
What was once an awkward set of small rooms is now 

a light-filled and practical family kitchen

SHOPPING LIST 
Walls painted in Ammonite and 

Pavilion Gray Modern emulsion; 

both £42 for 2.5L, Farrow & Ball. 

Reverse porcelain floor tiles in 

Bone, £48 a sq metre, Kew Stone. 

Pyram units in 500 Satin Light 

Grey lacquer, £14,000; Silestone 

White Storm worktops, from 

£400 a sq metre; glass splashback 

in Aqua, £1,151; Franke KBX160 

sink, £463; Franke FUGI pullout 

tap, £267; Westin bespoke hood, 

£1,197; Miele H2661B single 

oven, £736; Miele H6200BM 

combination oven, £1,298; Miele 

ESW6114 warming drawer,  

£704; Caple WI6125 wine cooler, 

£820; all Kitchens Upon Thames. 

Siemens EH879SP17E metal-look 

glass induction hob, £825, Boots 

Kitchen Appliances. For similar 

pendant lights in kitchen, 

Industrial concrete pendant lights, 

from £90 each, Home Barn. White 

and copper pendant shades  

over dining table, £100 each; 

matching bowl, £35; all Cox & 

Cox. Three-seater Aalto sofa in 

Fleck Fjord, from £2,185, Sofa 

Workshop. For similar bar stools 

try Magis Lyra stools, £254 each, 

Design 55  HB

COLOUR HIGHLIGHTS
Aqua tones, seen on 

accessories and the 

splashback, look vibrant 

against the grey units

WOODBURNER
A supporting pillar 

acts as a backdrop for 

the new woodburning 

stove, helping to 

separate the living 

and dining spaces 

Eurostyle 

Cosmopolitan 

sink mixer, 

£239, Grohe 

Asher Turquoise  

tumbler, one of eight 

colours, £9.95, LSA

Marble rolling pin,  

£25, Debenhams
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SUBTLE GLINT

The copper trend is here to stay, so why not 

introduce it into your daily routine? Acctim 

Rostock clock (32cm), £40, Debenhams

TIMELESS DESIGN

The effortlessly smart Newgate Wimbledon 

clock (45cm), £115, from John Lewis,  

would suit a range of schemes

NATURALLY PROMPT

Crafted from birch wood, the Clock (55cm), 

£30, Hatch Furniture, has been pared  

back to the bare necessities

MARBLE MARVEL

Although expensive, this stunning clock is 

worth it for its fine marble face. Menu wall 

clock (30cm), £219, Black by Design

STOP THE CLOCK

An affordable and functional timekeeper that 

doesn’t compromise on style. Analogue wall 

clock (31cm), £12.50, Hema

Keep track of a busy 
schedule with these tasteful 

timepieces 

Spring
TIME

ARTISTIC FOLDS

Abi Alice’s Infinity clock (42cm), £125, 

Alessi, is a beautiful combination of 

minimalist calm and intricate textural detail

RIGHT ON TIME

With sophisticated gold edging, the House 

Doctor wall clock (30cm), £66 from Amara, 

will elegantly count the moments

CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC

Numbers on this oversized iron Hidcote clock 

(122cm), £135, Adventino, are finished in 

characterful distressed paintwork 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE



Stylish Inspiration 
For Modern Living

Now on EVEN more devices!



H O M E  I D E A S 
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Marrying a classic in-frame 

design with a lacquer finish 

in deep copper red gives 

units a warm, textured look, 

while dark grey worktops 

add an industrial edge.

When you’re planning  

a new kitchen, try to 

incorporate eyecatching 

practical features, such  

as a breakfast bar in a mix  

of materials.

Squeeze the most out of 

cupboard and drawer space 

with clever internal storage 

solutions. Glass hangers, 

drawer fittings and pullouts 

are at the heart of a 

clutter-free scheme.

Consider installing a 

built-in rolling ladder system 

so you gain an extra level of 

storage with floor-to-ceiling 

units along one wall.

Metallic handles bring an 

architectural focus to units. 

Antique pewter or studded 

textured designs give a 

bespoke feel.

Always light a central 

island unit on a separate 

circuit so you can control the 

level and create mood and 

atmosphere. 

Use recessed ceiling 

spotlights for a sleek effect, 

and decorative pendants for  

a more glamorous look. 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

MODERN CLASSICS

IN THE FOLD
Cleverly designed to 
maximise space in a 
compact kitchen, Table 
Plus from Magnet is a 
foldaway kitchen table 
combined with a wall-
mounted storage unit 
measuring H1,248mm x 
W839mm x D233mm. It 
comes in black or white 
and the table extends to 
949mm when open, while 
the table support has 
pocket storage for holding 
small items. It costs £1,248.

The Casa kitchen 

in Vino, from 

£10,000, Rational

l As it’s Wi-Fi enabled, this 

13kg capacity machine can be 

operated remotely via an app 

on a smartphone or tablet. The 

all-in-one wash programme 

allows colours and whites to be 

washed together. Energy rated 

A+++. Wizard Wi-Fi DWT 

SS134AIB3, £699.99, Hoover

l Perfect for busy households, 

this 8kg capacity option 

completes six of the most 

common wash cycles in less 

than an hour with water use 

being adjusted according to 

load size. Energy rated A++. 

MyTime EWD81482WUK, 

£249, Indesit

3 OF A KIND... SUPER WASHING MACHINES 

l Boasting quiet operation 

and a 68dB spin speed, this 

12kg capacity model is energy 

and water efficient and its 

dispenser releases the right 

amount of detergent for each 

wash. Energy rated A+++ 

(-50). Supreme Care FSCR 

12400, £719.99, Whirlpool

Manufacturer  
Burbidge has added  
six new shades to its  

range of painted 
kitchen units: Mink, 

Pewter, Old Navy, 
Gravel, Seal Grey  

and Soft Moss.
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Best new trends, expert advice and  
time-saving innovations

Kitchen
NOTEBOOK

GOOD 
IDEA

Give traditional cabinet styles a contemporary update,  

says Thomas Klee of Rational kitchens
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Changing the layout created a large, 
glamorous bathroom with a grown-up  
scheme that the children can enjoy too.

Emmeline Ford, 40, and husband Jeremy, 37, 
bought their house in 2010 in a village outside 

Oxford. A collection of small rooms on the  
first floor was awkward and impractical, 

especially with two young children, Isabella,  
eight, and Otto, five. The solution was to 
create bigger bedrooms and a generous  

family bathroom.

TONES
COPPER

HEATER
The dark, matt finish 

on the radiator 

coordinates with the 

shower’s glass panels
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ACTION PLAN 

REMOVE DIVIDING WALL

FIND A LOCAL DESIGNER

LOOK FOR IDEAS FOR A FEATURE SHOWER

CHOOSE A STATEMENT BATH

BEFORE

BATH
A rich, brass finish 

emphasises the 

glamorous lines

ROOFLIGHTS 
Natural light floods in 

and, as the house isn’t 

overlooked, there’s no 

need for blinds 

NEAT EFFECT 
The WC frame and 

cistern and the 

pipework have  

been boxed in for  

a streamlined look

RECESSES 
Toiletries are kept close  

at hand in niches. Tiled 

with contrasting mosaics, 

they add depth to the 

neutral scheme



What was wrong with the original layout?

At one end of the first floor we had a small double and a single 

bedroom and two small bathrooms, and the space felt cramped.  

We weren’t really bothered about having an ensuite. With two 

young children, we decided it was much more important to  

have one large bathroom that we could all use and then have  

a good-sized bedroom each instead.

You agreed to lose a bedroom. That was a big decision

As this is our ‘forever’ home, we didn’t feel under pressure to make  

it saleable for future potential buyers. We only need four bedrooms 

and wanted them to be spacious. Sacrificing a single bedroom and 

tiny bathroom was definitely the right decision for us.

Finding a good designer was key to the scheme…

This was our first major project and we found it quite difficult to 

visualise the space when the building work was being done. We  

had an idea of what we liked but weren’t confident about turning  

it into a practical design and were concerned about making 

expensive mistakes. Karen Beecroft of Instil Design, an Oxford-based 

bathroom company, helped us. She was used to dealing with large 

rooms and assisted us with both the layout and the design, as well  

as recommending our fitter, Simon Hubert. It was reassuring  

to know that they’d collaborated on previous projects.

Tell us about the shower area

The sloping ceiling meant there was only one place we could put the 

shower. Though I was keen to have a large, walk-in model, I didn’t 

want it to feel open and exposed. We liked the idea of a dark, 

cocoon-like setting that was still part of the room, but would feel  

like a separate space. The dark tiles with their shimmery, slightly 

metallic surface really appealed to us and influenced our choices  

for the rest of the scheme, so when Karen suggested having smoky 

glass shower panels in a coordinating shade, we agreed.

What were your design priorities?

A statement bath was a must and we decided to keep the rest of  

the scheme relatively understated. Our feeling was that having too 

many design features would create a clash and they’d lose their 

impact. The bath and limestone tiles took up a large part of our 

budget so we cut back on things such as the brassware, choosing 

simple designs. This is where working with a designer really helped. 

Anyone can choose a bath but it takes specialist knowledge to get 

the balance and dimensions of all the other elements right.

How did you manage without a bathroom?

We have a downstairs loo and both of our workplaces have showers 

so Jeremy and I managed with these. Our neighbours also very kindly 

offered the use of their bathrooms – one of the advantages of living 

in a small village is the feeling of being part of a real community.

Did it take long?

There were a few hiccups. We discovered that one of the walls that 

was going be taken down was a supporting wall, so we had to have  

a steel beam put in, which delayed us a little. Also, the floor tiles took a 

couple of weeks to dry so we had to wait for that. It took around six 

weeks from start to finish, but we just saw it as a few weeks of 

inconvenience for a long-term gain.

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS…

‘Rich colours, not the obvious choice for a 
bathroom, work brilliantly here. The bronze glass 

shower enclosure adds a glamorous 1970s feel.’

TAPS 
Wall-mounted fillers  

are ideal for a bath 

without tap holes

TILES 
Matching wall and 

floor tiles in a pale, 

neutral shade creates 

a seamless finish and 

allows feature pieces 

to really stand out

VANITY UNIT 
Complete with a tall 

tap and a sit-on basin, 

the look is elegant 

and contemporary

B A T H R O O M  M A K E O V E R

136  housebeautiful.co.uk

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E





Bath ...........................£3,500
Tap and bath filler ..........£685
Basin and furniture .....£1,910
Shower ......................£3,631
Tiles ...........................£1,865
WC ...............................£480
Total .......................£12,071

WHAT IT COST

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

IN
DETAIL

THE NEW LAYOUT
The walk-in shower makes use of the full-height ceiling, with 

the loo and bath on the opposite wall under the rooflights 

SHOPPING LIST 
Ashton & Bentley Aegean bath with a brass finish, £3,500; Catalano Velis 

sit-on basin, £275; Hansgrohe Metris S basin mixer, £260; Hansgrohe 

Ecostat Select bath filler, £425; Majestic bespoke shower glass in Bronze, 

£1,570; Hansgrohe Raindance Select showerpipe, £1,270; Kashima 

cabinet light, £180; Kamo ceiling lights, £55 each; Ice LED downlights, 

£72 each; Tango wall lights, £70.50 each; Moleanos Classic Beige honed 

limestone wall and floor tiles, £63 a sq metre; glass mosaics, £330 a  

sq metre; Vanity Hall wall-hung vanity unit in Natura Anthracite, £860; 

Moleanos Classic limestone worktop, £350; Vanity Hall double wall mirror 

cabinet in Natura Anthracite, £425; Bisque Deline Brown Quartz heated 

towel rail, £410; Thermogroup underfloor heating, £275; Tilebacker 

wet tray and tanking kit, £791; Geberit WC concealed cistern, £175; 

Cifial Block WC, £305; all Instil Design. For similar shower tiles, see Marvel 

Bronze Luxury matt 30cm x 60cm tiles, £56 a sq metre, Minoli  HB

VANITY UNIT 
As space was not  

an issue, Emmeline 

chose a large 

cupboard to keep  

all the toiletries  

and children’s bath 

toys hidden away 

SHOWER UNIT 
Dark-tinted glass 

panels define this 

walk-in shower as  

a separate zone

GET THE LOOK

Wall-mounted Cascata bath 

filler, £280, Just Taps Plus

Cooke & Lewis Paolo gloss  

white wall-hung vanity unit  

and basin, £217, B&Q

Shabby Chic glass 

trinket box. Small, 

£15; large, £20;   

House of Fraser
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Sign up for House Beautiful’s free weekly e-newsletter by 
simply texting HB followed by your email address to 84499  

Texts to this number are charged at your standard network rate, never more. Standard 
network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service  

you are opting in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. You can opt out from 
SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking Unsubscribe
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GRAPHIC SHAPES

Once the candle is lit, this Hexagon tealight 

holder, £12, House of Fraser, casts 

wonderful shadows around the room 

TACTILE TEXTURES

Soften the look by placing natural textures 

alongside metallic accessories. Woven water 

hyacinth Renae laundry bin, £50, Habitat

TREASURE TROVE

Keep your bathroom clear of clutter  

with pretty storage, such as this decorative 

pot, £12.99 from H&M Home 

LITTERBUG

For a subtle take on the trend, pair copper 

with natural linens for a fresh, modern feel. 

Copper-effect bin, £6, Matalan

TIDY TUMBLER

The acrylic Hollywood Tumbler, £38, Jonathan 

Adler, can be used to store toothbrushes 

and is perfect in a contemporary scheme

Match copper tones with 
 a darker scheme for a 

luxurious look

Dark
SIDE

STEP UP

Use the versatile Bekvam stool, £14, Ikea,  

as a resting place for your bathtime book  

or a useful step up to high shelves

TWO-IN-ONE

Streamlined and elegant, this Copper loo 

paper and brush holder, £65 from Dwell,  

is a stylish combination!

SOAP AND SUDS

Add a sophisticated look to your basin area 

with the copper hues of the Aquanova Cobre 

soap dispenser, £19.50, Amara

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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Bring individual style and  

a touch of glamour to your 

bathroom, says David 

Millon of Villeroy & Boch

Sophisticated systems turn 

showering into a decadent, 

multi-sensory experience. Look 

for drencher showerheads, 

massage jets, colour therapy 

and luxurious metallic finishes.

Ceramicplus, a surface 

coating that repels dirt, makes 

ceramic surfaces on basins and 

loos easier to clean and 

maintains their glossy surface.

Use multiple fittings, such  

as wall and floor lights, that 

can be adjusted from day to 

night to create layers of light 

and different moods.

Decluttering will give  

a clean, streamlined look. 

Invest in sleek wall-mounted 

furniture to maximise space, 

and choose vanity units with 

drawer dividers to make the 

most of every square inch.

Look for a double-width 

mirror with dimmable LEDs, 

adjustable lighting colour 

tones and an integrated 

sound system to add depth 

and wow factor.   

Floor-level showers create  

a seamless, continuous floor 

surface, which helps smaller 

rooms appear bigger. 

Placing a bath in the 

bedroom creates a fabulous 

focal point, but will introduce 

a lot of moisture to the room. 

An ensuite or a bathroom 

adjacent to the bedroom  

may be more practical. 

EVERYDAY LUXURY

GLASS ART
Alternative Bathrooms’ 
etched glass shower 
panels bring a decorative 
focus to contemporary 
bathrooms. Available  
in two designs, Japan 
(above) and Quatre 
Feuille, the patterns  
are acid-etched onto 
heavyweight safety  
glass. The Oslo walk-in 
panel in Japan is £3,500

Vanity unit, £1,645; wash 

basin, £872; rimless WC, 

£699; bidet, £424; and tall 

cabinet, £838; all Venticello 

at Villeroy & Boch

l Woven in 100 per cent 

Turkish cotton, these 

towels are super-soft and 

come in eight colours 

including Lobster Shell 

(above), Blue Velvet, Very 

Berry, Whitewash and 

Zest, so each family 

member can have their 

own. Spectrum bath 

sheet, £22, Christy

l Embrace the tropical 

trend and jazz up a 

bathroom scheme with 

these paradise-inspired 

towels. In 100 per cent 

cotton, the vibrant colours 

and tropical motifs make 

an impact. Butterfly 

Home Matthew 

Williamson bath sheet, 

£30, Debenhams

3 OF A KIND... STAND-OUT TOWELS

l Margo Selby’s strong 

graphics and bright 

patterns feature on these 

luxury cotton towels, 

which are finished  

with a neon stripe trim. 

There are four different 

colourways available 

from muted to bright. 

Elham bath sheet,  

£36, Margo Selby

Scandi style will 
continue to be a big 

trend in 2016, 
according to Ripples. 

Take a look at furniture 
from Danish designers 

Dansani.

LATEST 
TREND

New ideas and expert advice to refresh 
the look of your room 

Bathroom
NOTEBOOK
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UPDATE 
YOUR 
PHOTO 
LIBRARY 

STYLISH KEEPSAKES 

Transform photos into pieces  

of fine art with the help of 

Whitewall (1). The company can 

create high-end gallery-quality 

artwork from your photos in a 

range of sizes and materials. For 

example, you can have a photo 

printed on wood, from £7, for a 

rustic feel, or on acrylic, from 

£14.90, to create a modern finish. 

Personalised photo books  

are also a great way to cherish 

favourite digital pictures and 

creating one presents the ideal 

opportunity to edit your photo 

library. You’ll find a host of 

designs to create online – from 

classic black and white, to 

themed and vibrantly coloured 

books. Expect to pay around 

£29.99 for a 26-page book from 

companies such as Photobox, 

which can also offer you the 

option of creating personalised 

keepsakes including photo 

jigsaws, cushions and journals.

USEFUL HARDWARE

You can print photos instantly 

with Epson’s Expression Photo 

XP-960 printer (2), £249.99. It’s 

the ideal partner to a DSLR 

camera, allowing you to print 

wirelessly in high definition 

colour in sizes up to A3, and 

scan and copy up to A4. With 

features such as Epson Connect 

you can print photos from a 

smartphone or tablet too. Its 

10.9cm touchscreen is easy to 

navigate and the print speed is 

28 pages a minute. 

Storing digital media with 

online services such as dropbox.

com and flickr.com is a smart 

move, but for added security it 

pays to back them up onto a 

decent hard drive. Lacie’s latest 

Porsche Design 4TB Desktop 

Drive Type C (3), £169.99 from 

Seagate Technology, is a great 

option for Mac and PC users as 

it’s lightweight yet sturdy, with 

SMART LIVING
The latest in clever home technology and the most stylish gadgets around 

fast transfer speeds and a 

capacity large enough for up to 

4m photos, around 1.5m e-books 

or more than 650 HD movies. 

When plugged in, the drive will 

also charge your laptop’s battery, 

minimising the need for extra 

cables when you’re on the go.  

For those feeling creative,  

the Intuos Photo tablet, £74.99 

from Wacom (4), comes with 

software and tutorials that make 

it easy to edit photos to a 

professional standard. Using its 

multi-touch screen, you can 

zoom, touch up and rotate 

photos at the flick of a finger,  

as well as add text. 

INTUITIVE APPS 

Freeprints (freeprintsapp.co.uk) 

lets you order up to 45 free 

photo prints a month from your 

iPhone or Android and delivers 

them direct to your door in 

days. Use the Kodak Moments 

app (kodakmomentsapp.com) 

to take photos and edit them 

using the built-in tools. You can 

then share photos on social 

media and order prints for 

home delivery or instore 

collection. Available for iPhone 

and Android devices.  

Manfrotto’s Klypapp app 

(manfrotto.co.uk) will help you 

improve your selfie technique  

New smart apps, clever 

hardware and camera 

technology will help you 

manage and make the best  

of your photo collection

32 4

1
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For quick and easy access to your digital music, a 
dedicated server is the way forward. For a start, a music 
server is the perfect piece of kit if you want to listen  
to your tunes wirelessly around your home without 
having to log onto your computer for cloud access. 

Technics’ ST-G30 Music Server, for example, can 
cope with large file sizes and thousands of albums in 
true high resolution. By storing your music on a server 
you can free up memory space on your laptop and 
enjoy high-quality music files with impressive sound. 

You can access your music on the server by artist, 
genre or label them yourself, so you don’t have to store 
a stack of CD cases in your home either. The ST-G30, 
£2,500, also comes with a CD player however, and can 
play and store any type of music file including iTunes 
rips, iTunes downloads, high res downloads from 
Technics Tracks (7 Digital), mp3 and more.  

LATEST
TREND

l Access more than 10,000 

radio stations worldwide on 

the Roberts Radio Stream 

93i, £150, which gives you 

DAB, DAB+ and FM and  

the option to preset up to 

120 stations. You can play 

Spotify music on it and use 

your smartphone to control 

the radio too.  

l Pure’s Evoke D4 Mio 

Sanderson Edition Chelsea 

radio, £199.99, features  

an elegant print. The  

DAB, DAB+ and FM radio 

has Bluetooth for audio 

streaming from a smart 

device, as well as timers, 

snooze alarm, 20 station 

presets and remote control. 

l As well as a DAB, DAB+ 

and FM tuner, the Ruark 

Audio R4 can stream audio 

via Bluetooth. It also has a 

high-contrast OLED display, 

an integrated subwoofer  

for great quality sound and  

a CD player. Available in a 

black, white or walnut  

finish, priced £650. 

3 OF A KIND... DIGITAL RADIOS

as it lets you take pictures or 

videos with your iPhone by 

simply clapping your hands. 

Also use the app to edit, crop 

and flip pictures, enhance the 

colours and adjust the 

contrasts. 

CLEVER CAMERAS

The latest cameras have flexible 

settings for almost every 

situation, with built-in editing 

tools for stunning shots. Latest 

models include: 

5 The Panasonic Lumix DMC-

TZ70 camera, £260 from 

Jessops. It’s particularly good for 

travel as it has a 30x Zoom Leica 

Lens, which lets you get close  

Want to capture a  

special moment? Take  

a photography tip from  

Ian Savage, Head of  

Jessops Academy 

 

For a portrait shot… Raise 

your camera slightly above the 

subject’s eye level so it’s pointing 

downwards to give a more 

flattering image. 

For combating challenging 

lighting conditions… Ensure 

you get a nicely balanced shot 

with exposure ‘bracketing’. Most 

cameras can take three shots,  

one with a standard exposure, 

another underexposed and one 

overexposed – so you can then 

pick your favourite.

For a landscape shot… Make 

sure you have something of 

interest, such as rocks or a tree,  

in the foreground to help lead 

your eye through the image. 

For an action shot… Use  

your fast shutter speed to freeze 

the action or try panning. To do 

this, just slow your shutter speed 

down and track the subject as 

you shoot. 

For an arty shot… Most 

cameras have built-in picture 

styles that will allow you to play 

around with colours and image 

style – such as black and white 

and Toy Camera effects. 

MUSIC SERVERS

EXPERT TIPS

Listen to your music 

wirelessly around the 

home with this device

to the action from a distance. 

6 Nikon’s D5500, £569,  

Currys, has a large DX-format 

image sensor and an ISO range 

of 100-25600 that gives you  

a crisp and clean image under 

difficult conditions. Its vari- 

angle touchscreen allows you  

to control the camera like a 

smartphone, and built-in  

Wi-Fi means you can share 

photos easily. 

7 Sony’s DSC-RX100 IV camera, 

£749 at Amazon, is perfect for 

taking photos in challenging 

lighting conditions, and has an 

Ultra Fast Shutter, ideal for 

capturing fast-moving subjects. 

5

6

7





Turn the page to find out how one couple found a new home on the water

MOVING IN
MOVING UP
MOVING ON

How empty nesters and downsizers can  

make their next property move

I
t’s not just first-time buyers who 

can’t find the right property at the 

right price. Research by Saga has 

shown that two-thirds of older 

homeowners would consider moving  

in retirement but can’t, either because 

there’s nowhere appropriate to move to 

or the cost outweighs the benefits. With 

the number of people in the UK aged 65 

and over set to increase from the current 

one in six* to one in four by 2040**, this  

issue won’t go away. In the third part of 

our series, experts suggest ways to create 

housing for older people, and overleaf 

one couple show how combining their 

passions with some imagination has 

brought them the perfect property.

BUILD THE RIGHT HOUSING
To unlock the potential of the 
‘last-time buyers’ market, we need to 
build more two-bedroom properties 
suitable for older people and near 
family, friends and facilities. 
NIGEL WILSON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE, 
LEGAL & GENERAL

RESPECT PRIVACY
The US model of retirement dwellings 
is possible in the UK. Older people 
want privacy, their own space indoors 
and out, and to enjoy social activities.  
DR ROS ALTMANN, BUSINESS 
CHAMPION FOR OLDER PEOPLE

EXTENDING CITIES
In many towns or cities the response 
to growth is to export housing 
beyond the green belt or to nibble 
around its edges. Instead we should 
be taking a bite out of the green 
belt. This would involve garden city 
extensions served by public transport. 
You could double the size of a city 
like York or Oxford by using only 
seven per cent of its green belt. This 
doesn’t mean abolishing the green 
belt – just adjusting it occasionally. 
DAVID RUDLIN, URBED,  
URBAN DESIGN COMPANY

MOVE EARLIER
Extended middle age – 55 to 75  
– is the time to be thinking about  
a move, and downsizing doesn’t 
have to mean buying somewhere 
desperately small. Reducing stamp 
duty for older people so it only has 
to be paid on houses over £250,000 
would help, as would improved 
financial advice and mortgage 
support – similar to the Help to  
Buy for younger purchasers.  
LORD BEST, CHAIR OF ALL-PARTY 
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP ON HOUSING

CUT THE COST OF MOVING
Mortgage lenders are blind to the fact 
that the world of work is changing. 
Older people are denied mortgages 
or have to pay more for uncompetitive 
deals. The industry isn’t responding 
to the needs of an ageing population. 
PAUL GREEN, SPOKESMAN, SAGA 
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Using their professional skills, this couple designed and built  

a fabulous house that’s both hi-tech and ecofriendly

N E W  B E G I N N I N G

ON THE WATER 

Jeremy built the 

houseboat using 

traditional materials 

that will blend with  

the landscape and 

mellow with age

ON A DIFFERENT TACK 
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T
he Isle of Wight was a popular holiday 

destination for Penny Walford and her 

family when she was growing up, but little 

did she know that a romance when she was 

15 with a local boy would lead her to a whole new life 

there. Although they lost touch after the holiday, Penny 

and Jeremy Gully were reunited by chance 35 years 

later. ‘We’d both been in long-term relationships and 

have grown-up children, so we were keen for a new 

beginning. When I finally decided to move to the island 

to be with Jeremy, it felt like coming home,’ says Penny. 

The move re-ignited her long-held interest in art. 

‘Being with Jeremy, who’s very creative, and being 

surrounded by a continuously inspiring landscape, 

made me want to paint again,’ says Penny. ‘So Jeremy  

and I built a beach hut that I could use as my studio.’ 

In fact the couple built four beach huts in a deal they 

struck with the landowner to avoid having to wait 10 

years for an old one. This inspired them to think bigger 

and when they realised they couldn’t afford to buy the 

house with the sea views they hankered after, they 

decided to build a houseboat instead.

As new plots are like gold dust, it’s less complicated  

to build on a site with a decaying houseboat. When  

the couple discovered such a plot for sale on the idyllic 

Bembridge harbour, they were quick to buy it. While the 

location was perfect, the existing houseboat was a leaky 

and smelly ex-Second World War personnel landing 

craft. ‘We shared the damp and dark boat with mice for 

two years during the build. It had its charms though and 

I loved it, but we couldn’t wait to move into our dream 

houseboat as this one had had its day,’ says Penny. 

The couple began gathering ideas for the design of 

their new houseboat. Businessman-turned-boatbuilder 

Jeremy concentrated on the exterior, while Penny 

planned the interior. ‘As a houseboat isn’t rooted in 

land it avoids some of the usual planning and building 

regulations, so we had a much freer rein with the 

design than with building a house,’ explains Penny. 

A vital design consideration was to create those 

all-important stunning and uninterrupted views at the 

front, and ensure privacy from neighbouring houseboats 

either side. An open-plan living space was the obvious 

solution with bi-fold doors opening onto a deck. A run 

of simple Ikea kitchen units frames a blue glass window 

that casts different glows depending on the light, while 

a rustic dining table, made by Jeremy, welcomes guests 

to sit and enjoy the striking views. 

Below deck there are two bedrooms and two 

bathrooms accessed via an ‘up and over’ staircase, as 

well as an office, utility room and Jeremy’s workshop. 

Penny has a separate studio at the back of the boat. 

‘The views from our bed are our favourite feature. It 

sets the mood for the whole day,’ says Penny. 

Amazingly, self-build novice Jeremy pretty much 

constructed the whole houseboat himself. He began  

by building the body on top of the pontoon before 

moving to the 
C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

HARBOUR VIEW

Penny and Jeremy 

with Gonzo their 

labradoodle  
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 Have you or your 

family had to think 

outside the box  

to move up the 

housing ladder? 

Email house.

beautiful@hearst.

co.uk with the 

subject line ‘How 

Britain Lives’

 To find out more 

about the House 

Beautiful range of 

modular, custom-

build homes, visit 

housebeautiful.

co.uk/homes
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boatshed across the harbour to construct the beautifully 

curved plywood and fibreglass roof, which was then 

craned on top. It was a magical moment for the couple 

when the new houseboat was towed into position, 

even though at that stage it was still an empty shell  

with no interior walls or floors. 

‘Jeremy’s workshop at the bottom of the houseboat 

was the first part to be fitted out and from there the 

rest of it took shape, so we like to think our houseboat 

sort of gave birth to itself,’ says Penny.

When it came to adding the final touches, the couple 

rummaged around boot sales for interesting objects. 

‘I’m hooked on boot fairs and we have some amazing 

ones on the island. I love turning old tea towels and 

tablecloths into cushion covers,’ explains Penny. 

Naming the houseboat was also a significant 

moment inspired by Jeremy’s passion for fishing. ‘We 

love to eat his catch with locally foraged samphire,’  

says Penny. ‘So Samphire was the perfect name.’ 

Penny enjoys giving tours of the boat and for the  

past two years has held open studio events so people 

can view her seascapes and collages made from beach 

treasures. But for the creative couple the ever-changing 

views outside their windows are the ultimate artworks. 

‘The day we had the windows fitted was incredible,’ says 

Penny. ‘We just sat looking at the view for hours!’  HB 

See Penny’s work at penelopewalford.com 

GUEST BEDROOM

Penny loves the 

homespun look  

and picked up this 

patchwork quilt at  

TK Maxx. On the  

walls are her Solent 

Fort paintings

LIVING AREA

The relaxed open-

plan living space has 

wonderful views of 

the harbour, while 

the curved roof, 

designed by Jeremy, 

is a striking feature
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 We also answer 

questions on cleaning, 

mortgages, building, 

architecture, interior 

design and more. Email  

to house.beautiful@hearst.

co.uk, post to House 

Beautiful, 72 Broadwick 

Street, London W1F 9EP,  

or tweet @HB using 

#asktheexperts

ECO DESIGN 

Oliver Heath 

TV presenter and expert 

in sustainable design, 

from interiors to products

CONSUMER
Teena Lyons

Journalist helping to solve 

readers’ consumer and 

financial problems

GARDENING
Caroline Tilston

Designer at Oak Studio 

Garden Design and writer 

of gardening books

Email, post or tweet your questions to our panel and we’ll answer in a future issue

ASK THE EXPERTS 

MEET THE PANEL

Airbnb is an online marketplace that connects people 

who have rooms to share with people who need a 

place to stay. It was initially for thrifty tourists, but has 

also become popular among business travellers and 

professionals. In terms of the costs you could incur  

as a host, Airbnb will charge you a three per cent host 

service fee every time a booking is completed and this 

will be deducted from the reservation subtotal. For 

guests, costs on top of the nightly charge include any 

fee required for extra guests and a service charge of 

between 6-12 per cent. VAT will be included over and 

above the service fee for both hosts and guests at the 

rate chargeable in each home country. There are a 

range of safe payment options, including bank 

transfer, PayPal and Western Union.

Obviously the biggest concern for most hosts is that 

their property will get damaged and this has happened 

on a few occasions when visitors have held parties. 

To help avoid this, check out the reviews to see how  

other hosts found your potential guests. 

Hosts are also required to take a security deposit 

from guests to cover minor accidental damage  

and Airbnb’s Host Guarantee programme provides 

‘protection for up to $1,000,000 in damages to 

covered property in the rare event of guest damage’. 

The terms and conditions itemise what isn’t covered 

– this includes cash, rare artwork, jewellery and pets, 

and the website sets out clearly how to make a claim. 

It’s also a good idea to check if your home 

insurance policy covers you for paying guests, and  

whether you’re obliged to inform your provider. 

Some specialist insurers such as Towergate Insurance 

(towergateinsurance.co.uk) and Home Protect 

(homeprotect.co.uk) cover Airbnb hosting.

TEENA LYONS SAYS

All you need to know 
about Airbnb
I’m considering letting out my spare  
room on Airbnb. What are the costs 
involved, and can I get insurance in  
case something goes wrong? 

Renting out  

a spare room  

is becoming  

more popular
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Choose an 

ecofriendly way 

to update your 

flooring

Unfortunately there aren’t any 

specific eco floor products on 

the market at the moment.  

This makes achieving a 

longlasting finish tricky, as  

the desired water-based 

products with low or zero 

volatile organic compound 

(VOC) levels, which are kinder 

to the environment, can’t 

always guarantee durability. 

However the finished result  

is not just dependent on the 

product you use; the quality  

of the timber floorboards and 

the level of preparation that 

goes into the process are also 

important points to consider – 

in fact I’d say it’s 80 per cent 

preparation and 20 per cent 

application. To achieve the  

best finish it’s essential to clean 

the floor thoroughly before 

sanding, focusing especially  

on the dirt that’s built up in  

the grain of the wood. This will 

go a long way in helping you to 

achieve the hardwearing finish 

you’re aiming for.

Once the floorboards are 

clean and sanded there are   

two options I can recommend. 

For a beautiful, natural finish, 

apply either a natural oil or a 

tinted oil/floor stain. This will 

give you a textured finish with 

all the durability of an oiled 

surface. You could use natural 

oils such as linseed or tung, or 

choose ecofriendly versions  

from Auro or Rubio’s. 

Alternatively, if you wanted 

to repaint your floorboards, it 

would again be worth looking 

out for paints with low VOC 

levels. For the best result, I’d 

stick to the same colour you 

already have and apply the 

paint in multiple layers so  

future wear is less noticeable. 

Renewing a wooden floor 
the green way
My wooden floorboards are looking a bit tired and I’d 
love to repaint them. I’m keen to be as environmentally 
friendly as possible, but don’t want to compromise on 
a hardwearing and longlasting finish. Which products 
or techniques would you recommend?

CAROLINE TILSTON SAYS

The key is getting the water to flow through the flowers. Once they’re cut, 

the tubes inside the flower have a habit of closing up at the ends, preventing 

water in the vase from moving up the stem. Try cutting half an inch off the 

stem just as you put them in water, and then repeat every few days. 

Next consider the type of water you use. Water by itself is fine, but flowers 

also benefit from sugars, which will help them stay alive longer. Try to get 

hold of a commercial cut flower food as that will slowly release just the right 

amount of sugar for your flowers. Or you can easily make your own mix. 

Many experiments have been done to find the best homemade recipe – 

people recommend everything from aspirin to vodka – but all the plants really 

need is diluted sugar. An easy way to give your flowers a steady dose is to use 

a fizzy drink such as 7Up or Sprite. A mix of half-water with half-soda will give 

a good level of sugar and the acidity will help with nutrient uptake. 

A downside to homemade mixes is that the sugar will encourage nasty 

microbes to grow inside the vase, so every few days cut a little off the stems 

and change the liquid completely. 

How can I keep my flowers  
fresh for longer?
The dafodils I planted in early autumn are just beginning  
to pop up and I’d love to bring their spring shades into my 
home. How can I make them last for as long as possible?

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Vodka, aspirin  

or sugar – what’s 

best for keeping  

your plants perky?

OLIVER HEATH SAYS
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While it’s perfectly feasible to  

lay laminate straight over floor 

tiles and it might seem an easier 

option, it could lead to a few 

problems. Firstly, the levels in 

the kitchen may be perfect  

with the tiles on their own, but 

putting underlay and then 

laminate on top will add to the 

height of the floor. This could 

mean you have to adjust the 

plinths under the kitchen 

cabinets or the threshold in the 

doorway, as well as finding a 

way to carry this level over to 

the next room, which may be 

difficult. The second problem 

you might encounter over time 

● Find more tips in Jo’s 

book, The Girl’s Guide 

to DIY (£12.99, New 

Holland Publishers) 

ENTREPRENEUR 
AND DIY 
CONSULTANT
Jo Behari

Championing  

women in the home 

improvement industry

Fire surrounds can be stunning  

focal points, but often the actual 

fireplaces within have been 

neglected over the years. One really 

easy way to close it up is to cut a 

sheet of MDF to fit just inside your 

surround – most local hardware 

stores will do it for you. Attach the 

board with brackets so it’s secure. 

This should stop any draughts 

coming into the room.

Painting the board in a colour that 

complements your scheme can bring 

the whole room together. Placing a 

floral focal point in front, such as a 

large bunch of pussy willow, will help 

to soften the look. I’ve also seen a fun 

noticeboard created by painting the 

MDF sheet with blackboard paint! 

Another alternative is to fill the 

Making the most 
of original features
I have a period fireplace in 
my living room that I’ve 
never used. It can be quite 
draughty but I love the look 
of it. Is there a way I can 
close it up without losing 
the beautiful surround?

ABOUT JO

Can I lay laminate on top of tiles?
We would like to lay a laminate floor in our kitchen. 
The existing one is tiled with concrete underneath. 
Should we take up the tiles or is it easier to lay the 
laminate straight on top?

Brush up your skills and gain confidence with our DIY expert Jo Behari

MAKE + MEND

Sign up for House 
Beautiful’s free 
weekly e-newsletter 
by simply texting HB 
followed by your 
email address to 
84499  
Texts to this number are 
charged at your standard 
network rate, never more. 
Standard network rates vary 
depending on your phone 
provider. By texting into this 
service you are opting in to 
receive messages from us by 
email and SMS. You can opt 
out from SMS by texting STOP 
to 84499 and from email by 
clicking Unsubscribe
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is if some of the tiles underneath 

crack or become loose and make  

the laminate lift and move. 

If you decide to take up  

the tiles instead, be aware that 

this could be quite a major 

undertaking if the tiles have 

been laid properly. Use a chisel 

and a hammer to lift them – if 

they cover a large area I’d 

recommend using an electric 

chisel. Once they’re up, pour 

self-levelling compound over 

the space and then put down 

the underlay and laminate. 

Despite the extra work involved 

I recommend doing it this way 

as it’ll prevent future problems. 

fireplace with logs so it looks like a 

log store. The trick here is that you 

don’t need lots of long logs to get 

the effect. Instead, just cut thin disks 

from a couple of logs, then stick 

them onto the board to look as 

though they’re stacked up. HB 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

Taking up tiles 

can be a major job

Use logs to 

create a 

focal point
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Stylish and sustainable ideas for your home and wellbeing

LIVING WELL

2 SILENT OPERATION

Extractor fans can be extremely noisy and 

dominate the whole space in an open-plan 

living area, so it’s worth looking for the lowest 

decibel rating (dB). The A-rated Siemens 

iQ700 LC98KA570B in black glass has a 

minimum noise level of just 39dB, which  

is quieter than conversation. Extraction 

rate 450m³/hr, £1,628

1 SMARTER APPLIANCE

Miele’s Con@ctivity 2.0 smart hoods and hobs 

talk wirelessly to each other. The hood switches 

on automatically with the induction hob and 

adjusts power and lighting for the ideal cooking 

environment. The DA3690 flush-fit hood 

with motorised canopy and LED lights is 70 

per cent more efficient than most others, 

with max output of 640m³/hr, £1,975

3 ENERGY SAVING

In line with all other major appliances, cooker 

hoods must now be sold with an energy rating, 

ranging from A+ to G. Go for the best you 

can afford, but make sure it has a high-enough 

extraction rate for your kitchen size. Caple’s 

new CE901 in-ceiling extractor, extraction 

rate 595m³/hr, has a category-leading A++ 

energy rating, £1,069

Reduce steam, cooking smells and noise with ecofriendly, quiet and intelligent extractor fans 
EXTRACTING THE BEST

1 2

3
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YOGINI PATEL,  

design and research 

associate for the 

Passivhaus Trust, 

explains what makes 

these homes  

so ecofriendly  

and special 

We hear the word Passivhaus when looking at 

ecofriendly buildings, but what does it mean?

It’s a building that provides a high level of indoor 
comfort while using very little energy for heating 
and cooling. It can be a house, an oice or a 
school – the important thing is that it meets the 
design and construction principles developed by 
the Passivhaus Institute in Germany. This means 
a super-insulated and draught-free construction, 
which minimises heat loss to the point where 
hardly any extra heating is needed – passive 
sources such as the sun can often be enough. 
Once constructed, the building must go through 
a rigorous certification process to be sure it 
meets the quality and performance targets of the 
Passivhaus standard. For instance, it must have 
very high levels of insulation, exceptionally 
high-performance windows with insulated 
frames, and be airtight. 
Why do people want one?

There are many advantages; you get a home that 
benefits your health, pocket and the environment. 
A good energy-eicient home uses less energy 
and provides approximately 90 per cent reduction 
in heat demand. You can build it out of anything. 
The Passivhaus standard can be applied to 
masonry, concrete or timber building methods, 
which means it can fit into any context and, 

because it’s based on 
physics, it performs as 
designed! That said, it can be more expensive  
to build a Passivhaus, but the long-term energy 
savings are worth it. You do need to employ a 
competent designer and builder who have had 
training. We have a members’ map on our website, 
showing people in your region with the right skills.
What’s it like to live in one?

Warm, healthy and comfortable. But the best way 
of experiencing the benefits is from first-hand 
experience. Each year we run a series of open days 
to find out more, and there’s an award-winning 
Passivhaus B&B near Totnes in Devon, that you 
could book a stay in – see passivhausbandb.co.uk.
How much does it cost to run compared with 

a traditional building?

You can expect to pay up to 80-90 per cent less  
on energy bills.
As it’s a sealed building, can you, and should 

you, open a window to allow fresh air in?

Yes, you can, but you’re less likely to need, or want 
to. In conventional UK buildings, we usually open 
windows to get some fresh air, or to help cool 
down. In a Passivhaus, ventilation is controlled. 
Fresh air is usually provided by a Mechanical 
Ventilation and Heat Recovery unit (MVHR), 
which passes through filters, providing better air 
quality, and means no heat is lost via draughts.
Is it possible to retrofit an existing house  

to Passivhaus standards?

EnerPHit is a relaxed standard for retrofit projects, 
where architecture or conservation issues mean 
meeting the Passivhaus standard isn’t feasible.

The Passivhaus Trust has downloadable 

guides on all aspects of energy-saving 

building design. Visit passivhaustrust.org.uk C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Doubly smart
Keep untidy cables under 
control with this simple 
solution from Proporta. 
Made from solid bamboo, 
it’s an elegant and 
ecofriendly way to charge 
your Apple Watch and 
iPhone, and doubles as a 
neat bedside clock, £19.95.

Skin aware
If you or someone in  
your family sufers from 
allergies, the Miele WMV 
960WPS washing machine 
could be a godsend. The 
exceptionally eicient 
(A+++ -40%) model has 
specialist programmes  
for washing pillows and 
down-filled duvets at  
a dust-mite-killing 60°C. 
Also, the unique 
Allergowash cycle flushes 
out detergent residue so 
it’s kinder to delicate skin. 
It costs £1,999. 

ONE TO READ
If you’re looking to 

start your own building 
work, New Eco Homes: New 

Ideas for Sustainable Living by 
Manel Gutierrez (£25, Harper 

Design) is worth a look. 
With 35 design projects 

and plans, it’s a great 
resource.

They’re said to be the ultimate in 
energy eiciency, slashing fuel  
bills and keeping us warm and 
comfortable all year round

ALL ABOUT PASSIVHAUS 

HEALTHY HOME
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TWITTER TALK
Buying ethically is  
easier when you know 
what to look for, says  
Kat Alexander, company 
liaison director of The 
Good Shopping Guide 

@HB What does The Good 

Shopping Guide do and how 

does it differ from other sites?

@EthicalCompany It compares 

the ethics of companies and 

ranks them accordingly – we 

aren’t comparing price or quality

@HB Where do you start? 

@EthicalCompany With a 

company’s policies towards 

environment, animals, humans 

etc, then we check for ethical 

criticisms over the past five years. 

@HB So what sort of thing do 

you look into? Investments? 

Factory conditions? 

@EthicalCompany There are 

some variations by sector; for 

example if it’s finance, we’ll 

consider their investment policies 

but if it’s fashion, we will look  

at suppliers’ Code of Conduct

@HB But surely we can see 

whether a brand is ecofriendly 

by looking at the label?

@EthicalCompany The company 

behind the brand may be 

involved in unethical behaviour. If 

the consumer knows this, they 

may spend their money elsewhere 

@HB Has the Guide encouraged 

big business to change?

@EthicalCompany We’re often 

contacted by companies wanting 

to know how they can improve 

their ethical ratings and have 

seen many make positive changes!

@HB If our readers were to  

do one thing to shop more 

ethically, what should it be?

@EthicalCompany Simple brand 

swaps can make the difference, so 

referring to The Good Shopping 

Guide website is really worthwhile

Visit thegoodshopping 

guide.com HB

GREEN CUISINE
Give your kitchen a lift with stylish and planet-friendly products

HOT STUFF

In upcycled stainless steel and aluminium, 60% less 

C02 is produced in the manufacture of Greenpan’s 

roasting tray, £60, than other non-stick surfaces

STORE MORE

A hybrid between storage and serving tray, the 

Menu Tablett-Korb Multi Basket has two bamboo 

topped containers, Euro139.95, design3000.de

COOLER COMPOST

Stylish compost bins are few and far between,  

but Oxo’s Good Grips design with built-in 

ventilation looks great, £15 (2.8L), Lakeland

FRESH FOR LONGER

Fun Bit Pots are the perfect size for leftover fruit 

and veg, and stack neatly in the fridge, £8 for 

two in red/purple and lemon/lime, New Soda

NOTHING WASTED

The Chevron cherry and beech chopping board is 

made in a London factory where offcuts are given 

to the community for firewood, £80, Gavin Coyle 

WRAP STAR

A natural alternative to clingfilm, Bee’s Wrap is made 

from organic muslin cloth that’s water resistant and 

easy to clean, £14.95 for three, The Wise House 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

BUYER’S GUIDE
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C reate the bedroom of your dreams with this 

exclusive 20 per cent discount from luxury bedroom 

retailer Feather & Black. Whether you want to give your 

space a complete makeover with beautiful bedroom 

furniture, or simply introduce a few key updates with 

super-soft bedlinen, Feather & Black’s extensive range 

includes plenty of styles and designs to suit all 

decorating schemes and budgets. And with on-hand 

expert advice on offer, choosing the perfect mattress 

has never been easier.

Visit one of Feather & Black’s 30 stores nationwide  

for inspiration to help you create your dream bedroom, 

or see the full range at featherandblack.com.

Transform your bedroom with this fabulous offer

ENJOY 20% OFF AT  
Feather & Black

Louis kingsize bedstead, 

£1,099; Gatsby Cube bedside 

tables, £275 each; Vienna 

duvet cover, £200; Oxford 

pillowcases, £45 each; 

mohair throw, £110

Take this voucher into one of Feather & Black’s 30 stores or 

enter voucher code HouseB16 at featherandblack.com

TERM AND CONDITIONS This discount is available from 3 March to 6 April 2016. There is no cash 
alternative. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with Tempur, clearance, ex-display items, bedding or 
in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Delivery charges are non-refundable.

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR 20% DISCOUNT
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FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

SPRING FORWARD

Check the kitchen cupboards. If 

you aren’t going to use unopened 

cranberry sauce from Christmas or 

the biscuits you were given as a gift, 

pass them on before they reach their 

sell-by date. The local food bank  

or charity may be grateful. 

Unpick hand-knitted woollens 

and reuse the wool or donate it  

to a local craft group or school. 

Save the buttons to use again. 

Include a moth-repellent sachet 

to keep these household pests at 

bay when you store fabrics such  

as heavy curtains and bedding. 

Recycle newspapers and 

catalogues, pass on magazines to 

the doctor’s surgery, and donate 

novels you’ve enjoyed to a free 

book-lending scheme in your area 

– ask at local libraries, museums 

and art galleries for details. 

PASS IT ON SEASONAL STORAGE IDEAS

Once the clocks go back on 27 March, it’s a sure sign  
that spring has arrived and it’s time to streamline your 
wardrobes and cupboards. Here’s how to make it easier… 

The home edit
Advice and solutions to create a streamlined home

l Practical water- 

and damp-proof 

boxes are perfect if 

you’re short of indoor 

space but have an 

outhouse, garage or 

cellar area. Scuba Box 

medium, £16.74, 

Solent Plastics

l You’ll want to 

keep this colourful 

storage in plain 

sight! Loft storage 

suitcases, £30-£75 

each, Oliver Bonas

 l Keep precious fabrics 

safe in the Pack-Mate 

anti-mould assorted 

bag set, £14.97, 

Lakeland
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Coordinated storage 

is practical and looks 

good. Store’s Ikat 

system starts at £6

Need a happiness boost? Updating 

your home for the new season will 

create a fresh look that can benefit 

your emotional health too.

‘Stagnant energy accumulates 

around clutter in your home and can 

create a corresponding blockage  

in some aspect of your life,’ says 

Karen Kingston, author of Clear 

Your Clutter with Feng Shui (£8.99, 

Piatkus). ‘That’s why it’s important 

to have regular clear-outs. The 

annual change of season from 

winter to spring is one of the easiest 

and most natural times to do this.’

Pack away heavy curtains, 

bedding and throws, and streamline 

your wardrobe and cupboards. If 

you don’t know where to start, try 

the area around the front door.  

Pack away winter codes, tidy  

away umbrellas and boots, and  

the entrance to your world will 

immediately feel ‘lighter’. 

Invest in vacuum storage  

bags to keep bulky items, for 

example winter-weight duvets,  

in the smallest space possible. 

Blankets and throws should be 

washed, and if you’re short on 

space, store them in under-bed 

drawers such as the Hurdal storage 

box, £50 for two, Ikea. 

Treat your wardrobe to some 

tough love. If old favourite jumpers 

have become bobbly and worn and 

past their best, it’s probably time to 

say goodbye to them.

 > Fight moths, 

mildew and odours 

with cedar 

hang ups, £3 

for two, Store. Just 

sand the wood when 

the scent fades 
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In spring this garden shimmers with  

a vibrant rainbow of tulips 

BURST
Colour

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY NICOLA STOCKEN

W
ith its blossoming trees and countless tulips, 

the one-acre garden around Caroline and 

Michael Dedman’s Grade II listed house in 

the Essex seaside town of Shoeburyness is a wonderfully 

uplifting sight at this time of year. 

‘Spring is so fresh and lively, and brings with it all the 

promise of the season to come,’ says Caroline. Both in 

their mid sixties and semi-retired, the couple confess, 

‘This is our favourite time of year, not only for the 

unrivalled intensity of colour, but also because of the 

way the garden changes character. After winter, it’s  

as if it has a new lease of life. We’re all desperate for 

colour and there’s nothing better for adding the wow 

factor than tulips.’

Each autumn Caroline and Michael go through the 

bulb catalogues together to plan their displays. ‘Our 

tastes are diferent. Michael prefers blowsy colours, 

making a bold statement with dramatic golds, oranges 

and reds. In practice, it works well because they’re all 

close to each other on the colour spectrum. On the other 

hand, I prefer softer, more subtle tones. I still like blocks of 

colour to create impact, but in a more understated way,’ 

says Caroline. Tulips are classed in 

The front garden features 

an apple tree in blossom 

underplanted with 

comfrey, self-seeding 

forget-me-nots, tulips, 

daffodils and Fritillaria 

imperialis C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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divisions, and within each bed they grow flowers from a similar division 

as the uniform shapes create a harmonious look. They select early-, 

middle- and late-flowering tulips so that, regardless of when spring 

arrives, there will be flowers in bloom for their charity open day. ‘Before 

planting, we walk round the garden planning each bed. Michael never 

draws up planting schemes – he prefers to think on his feet.’ 

MAKING AN ENTRANCE
When you walk through the front garden, the first thing you see is 

tulips growing among daffodils and imperial fritillaries, which stand tall 

above a froth of forget-me-nots and comfrey – these both self-seed all 

over the place. Overhanging the beds is a pink magnolia, an old pear 

and gnarled apple trees that in spring come alive with pink and white 

blossom. The front garden has just evolved around the old trees with 

little planning, and has a symmetry that matches the facade of the 

Georgian house. A simple paved path leads through the beds to the 

side of the property, passing by a shrubbery planted with evergreen 

flowering shrubs. There are pink camellias, azaleas, Viburnum tinus, 

Choisya ternata, Skimmia confusa and a Daphne bholua.

The path links to the side of the house, where a long bed is filled with 

Ruby Red tulips mingling with fragrant white narcissi. They flower at 

the same time as a spreading Japanese flowering cherry, planted by the 

previous owners. The path continues to a long, narrow bed that’s filled 

with bright red Tulipa ‘Ad Rem’ (see right). Both of these borders are 

rectangular and cut into the lawn, which creates a cool backdrop to 

temper the brilliance of the flowers.

THE REAR VIEW
More massed tulips can be found behind the house where the 

paved path finishes. A long meandering border has been planted 

with waves of orange, scarlet and yellow tulips that end at the  

trunk of a young Japanese flowering cherry. Whereas the borders 

close to the house have been cut with straight lines to reflect the 

formality of the architecture, those beyond have curving lines that 

flow away from the eye as you look down the garden.

The far end of the garden is laid mostly to lawn, but the couple  

have created island beds featuring bright pink, mauve and burgundy 

tulips, including Candy Prince, Prince Mixed and Peach Blossom. These 

beds are evergreen with plants such as lavender, phormium, grey-

leaved euryops and grevillea. They’re tender plants that, along with 

around 170 different summer-flowering agapanthus, thrive in the 

micro-climate of this part of the Essex coast because they’re just  

300 metres away from the sea. In midwinter, temperatures can be  

a couple of degrees higher than neighbouring towns.

A LIFELONG LOVE 
The downside of being so close to the sea is the low rainfall. Thorough 

watering of new plants in the light, sandy soil is a must until they’re  

well established. When the couple moved in 33 years ago, the garden 

was run down, but there was lots of space for the children to play in. 

Gradually, they planted more shrubs and trees and as the shrubberies 

matured, they divided up the plot, creating vistas and ensuring that the 

whole garden couldn’t be seen all at once.

‘Neither of us started out as a keen gardener, although I’ve loved 

flowers since I was young and had a Saturday job in a florist, and 

Michael remembers his father growing gladioli, dahlias and 

cucumbers,’ says Caroline. Much later, a visit to Keukenhof tulip 

gardens in Holland made such a lasting impression that, for the 

garden’s first charity opening, they planted massed tulips. Since then 

the garden’s development has been like a Catherine wheel, constantly 

revolving, with one thing leading to another. ‘This is a wonderful 

garden for pottering in or sharing, and I Iove to be able to sit there 

with a cup of tea, listening to the birds,’ says Caroline. HB

Michael and Caroline Dedman’s garden opens from April until 

August, by arrangement, in aid of the National Gardens Scheme, 

to groups of 10 or more. Contact michael@shoeburyhall.co.uk

Caroline and 

Michael amid 

their Lucky  

Strike and  

Ruby Red tulips

Hydrangea petiolaris 

scrambles over a 

brick arch at the 

entrance to the  

front garden 
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 Tulips thrive in moist but well-drained soil 

in a sunny spot  Before planting, thoroughly 

dig over beds and borders, adding compost to 

ensure workable soil that’s easy to plant in  

When planting directly into the open ground, 

use a bulb planter tool – two people make light 

work of this task, one creating the holes, while 

the other pops in the bulbs and covers with 

earth  Tulips are classed in 15 divisions, 

each having diferent flower shapes and 

heights. For a harmonious display in which 

the blooms peak at the same time, stick to  

the same tulip types and flowering times  

 Tulips come as early-, middle- and 

late-flowering varieties. Choose well  

and you’ll have two months of colour  Plan 

displays – whether for beds or containers –  

so you can order suicient bulbs to make an 

impact  Plant each bulb deep, at least three 

times the bulb’s height, adding compost and 

slow release fertiliser to each hole  Don’t 

forget to label!  Tulips combine well with 

bedding plants such as pansies, polyanthus, 

forget-me-nots and perennial daisies  Plant 

tulips among herbaceous perennials such as 

hardy geraniums that will conceal the dying 

bulbs’ foliage as they grow  Distorted 

foliage and flowers is a sign of tulip fire (a 

spore-borne, fungal disease) and you must 

promptly remove and burn all afected plants 

Plant a mass of spring bulbs for a glorious display

Tulipa ‘Ad Rem’  

and Tulipa ‘Ruby  

Red’ grow beneath  

a Japanese cherry  

tree, heavy with  

spring blossom 

THE LAYOUT
The garden spans the front, side 

and back of the house

30 metres
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Front 
garden

with
blossom

A hot spring border 

with Tulipa ‘Lucky 

Strike’, Tulipa 

‘Orange Lion’ and 

Tulipa ‘Winnipeg’

Tulipa  

‘Ad Rem’

Tulipa 

‘Foxtrot’ 

Tulipa ‘Apricot 

Emperor ‘
Tulipa 

‘Peerless Pink’
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Elaine and John have turned their garden into a dreamy, award-winning 

space awash with soft pinks, purples and creamy whites

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY NICOLA STOCKEN

A FINE ROMANCE

The wooden 

pavilion sits beside 

a colourful mixed 

border planted 

with alliums, 

verbascum and 

hydrangea

TRANSFORMATIONS

CELEBRATE
AMAZING

2015 
Competition

winner 
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HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE 

Elaine Thurston, 44, a 

housewife, her husband 

John, 51, a designer of 

interior plant displays, 

and their two sons, 

Thomas, 19, and Alex, 18 

THE PROPERTY A 1920s 

semi-detached, three-bed 

house in Great Wyrley, 

Staffordshire. The couple 

spent £4,000 redesigning 

the garden

A gravel path lined 

with lavender and 

topiary box leads 

to a circular lawn

R E N O V A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 5  W I N N E R !
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F
irst thing every morning, Elaine Thurston draws back her 

bedroom curtains to look out over the beautiful garden that 

she and her husband John have created. ‘If the weather’s 

good, I’ll spend much of the day gardening or sewing in  

the pavilion, watching the wildlife in the pond,’ says Elaine.  

The stunning scene that greets her is a far cry from what was on 

view just three years ago, when Elaine and John’s garden was little 

more than fence-to-fence lawn with a few shrubs, a sorbus and 

flowering cherries along the sides. ‘We moved here in 1993 and  

the garden was an ideal playground for our two boisterous boys,’ 

explains Elaine. However, once they became teenagers the swings 

and slides went, leaving the 24 metre by 7.6 metre plot a blank 

canvas. ‘At last we were able to have the outdoor space we’d  

always wanted – a tranquil, cottage-style garden with a soft, 

romantic colour palette of pinks, whites and baby blues,’ she says.

The garden development coincided with Elaine giving up her  

job because of the bad migraines she has suffered since having 

children. Not knowing from one day to the next how she’d feel, 

Elaine needed a project that was both fulfilling and flexible. 

Encouraged by John, she started drawing out possible garden 

designs on graph paper. The one they finally went with is based 

around a series of circular shapes that represent the patio, pond, 

lawn and wooden pavilion. ‘John marked them out on the lawn, 

using canes, string and hosepipes, and I tweaked the design until  

it was exactly right,’ she explains.  

Work began in 2012 with the stripping back of the lower half  

of the lawn, leaving a small circle of grass four metres in diameter. 

The garden slopes down a metre from front to back, so the whole 

design is on a slight diagonal. The soil is a free-draining, sandy 

loam over shale, so once John had formed the new borders  

he dug in lots of horse manure. Then he laid a circle of paving  

as a base for a wooden pavilion, which was a sale bargain from 

Dunster House. ‘My hobby is sewing, so the pavilion gives me 

somewhere to work,’ explains Elaine.

It wasn’t until 2014 that they renovated the upper section of the 

garden, a west-facing patio area that catches the last of the sun’s 

rays. Money was tight, so Elaine tried to reuse the original, rather 

unappealing paving in the new design. ‘Nothing worked,’ she says. 

In the end they saved up for a Bradstone circular patio, making 

savings in the path that links with the pavilion. ‘It’s simply built 

from paving slabs laid in gravel, but we had to be careful not to lay 

the gravel too thickly or it goes everywhere,’ she explains. Elaine’s 

father constructed much of the woodwork, such as the insect 

house. Finally the old timber shed was given a new lease of life 

Elaine and John 

survey the garden 

from their pavilion

The back of the 

house viewed 

across a colourful 

perennial border 

planted with 

alliums, knautia 

and wild carrot
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with a coat of black paint, making it ‘disappear’ into the planting.

Good teamwork has been behind every stage of this garden’s 

transformation, especially when planning the borders. John  

originally trained at Rodbaston Horticultural College, while Elaine 

studied for a City & Guilds course in floristry. ‘I have a good eye for 

colour, so I design the planting schemes, while John has the plant 

knowledge,’ she explains. When Elaine said she'd like some plants  

in a soft yellow for a border, John found a buttery Coreopsis 

‘Moonbeam’ and a pale aquilegia. 

By undertaking the work themselves, Elaine and John have been 

able to spend more on the plants. Increasingly their focus is on 

native British specimens such as valerian, bugle and columbine, 

which are bee and butterfly friendly. ‘Our garden is now filled with 

different insects, including lacewings, solitary bees and hoverflies,’ 

says Elaine. There’s also a blackbird that follows her around the 

garden. ‘She raised two broods last year, and I can now almost 

hand-feed her,’ Elaine says. ‘We’re delighted with the cottage 

garden feel and love the fact that there’s always another season  

to look forward to and new plants to discover.’ HB 

 Elaine and John won £2,500 of DFS prizes in the Renovation 

of the Year 2015 Room Transformed category 

 See p72 for how to enter Renovation of the Year 2016

An insect hotel 

encourages wildlife 

into the garden

Alliums, wild carrot 

and veronicastrum 

create a glorious 

mix of colours and 

textures

Rushes and 

waterlilies 

surround a small 

wildlife pond

A ceramic bee 

house

R E N O V A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 5  W I N N E R !

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 169

Elaine and John have a small wildlife pond beside the patio and a 

larger one opposite the pavilion. ‘Frogs, toads and newts are now 

breeding there. They eat the slugs so we don’t have to use slug 

repellents or insecticides – nature does the work for us,’ says Elaine.

Each pond is preformed in fibreglass and installed in a hole deep 

enough to allow for a layer of building sand at the bottom, to both 

protect the liner from sharp stones and provide a stable base. John  

used a spirit level to ensure each pond was level all the way round. Then 

he lined the bottom with a thin layer of gravel and a few stones before 

filling with water. ‘Allow to settle for a couple of days before planting,’ 

he advises. Finally, to ensure that frogs can clamber in and out of the 

water, place a branch or large stone at the edge of the pond.

Both ponds are enclosed by decorative plants: for shade, water 

lilies and frogbit, which float on the surface and inhibit the growth of 

algae; oxygenising plants, such as hornwort and dwarf hairgrass, to 

provide food for fish and release oxygen; bog plants such as hostas 

and irises, which thrive in a damp area beside a pond but don’t like 

their roots in water; marginal plants, such as pickerel weed and 

flowering rush, which do well on the edge with their roots in water,  

but contained in baskets to prevent the soil being washed away.

How to install a WILDLIFE POND
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Wall sculptures  

are really easy to 

position and this 

copper-plated shoal 

of fish will look 

beautiful lit up. 

Copper Fish Wall 

Art, £34.95, London 

Garden Trading

Even in the smallest gardens 

it’s worth having a focal  

point that creates a view. It 

can be something as simple  

as topiary, a water feature,  

a planter or a sculpture. 

Whatever you choose, the 

key is to get the positioning 

right. A smaller ornament can 

look silly in the middle of the 

garden, and one that’s too  

big can overwhelm the area. 

Often the ideal solution is to 

nestle the ornament among 

foliage or against a wall.

It’s best to have just one 

feature visible at a time.  

As these are focal points, 

intended to draw the eye, if 

you have more than one in the 

view your eye doesn’t rest. 

Ornaments are most 

effective if they’re integral to 

the garden, so an arch that 

cuts through a hedge has a 

more pleasing appearance 

than one placed randomly. 

Urns at either side of a path to 

mark the entrance look good 

because they’re doing a job.

You can use a feature to 

challenge the sense of scale 

and mood of the garden. For 

instance, modern sculptures  

sit well in traditional gardens 

while huge pieces are dynamic 

in a tiny courtyard.

Finally, add drama with 

lighting. Shine a torch on your 

ornament or topiary from 

different sides until you find 

an angle that makes it look 

good. Think about the beam 

width as well – a wide-angled 

beam will give a different 

effect than a narrow one.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

This hand-made 

stainless-steel sphere 

works well on its 

own or surrounded 

by foliage. Also 

available in rusted 

mild steel.  

Sphere, £165, 

Moore Designs

Cast in bronze resin 

and finished by 

hand, this organic, 

abstract sculpture 

has been inspired by 

the seashore near 

artist Kara Sanches’ 

home. Curvation, 

£478, Five Two

Create a focal 

point where 

paths converge 

Reseed 

sparse areas 

of grass

A LOVELY VIEW

3 OF A KIND... GARDEN ORNAMENTS 

If you have one 
hour to spare...
...feed your lawn to 
encourage fresh growth. 
Choose a time when it’s 
going to rain, so nutrients 
will get washed into the 
soil. You could also seed 
areas where grass is 
sparse. Just break up the 
surface with a fork and 
work with a rake to make 
it level. Sow about 10g-15g 
of seed a square metre, 
then cover with netting  
to keep the birds of. 
Water if there’s no rain. 

Discover a gem in Exochorda × 

macrantha ‘The Bride’. From 

April onwards this shrub flowers 

for about six weeks, branches 

dripping with white blooms. You’ll 

get more flowers in a sunny spot 

and it can be trained to grow up  

a wall. If you need to cut it back, 

do it straight after flowering, so  

it has time to grow new flowering 

stems for next spring. 

Lift your spirits

 Seasonal tasks, planting ideas, shopping and 
expert advice to make your garden grow 

Garden
NOTEBOOK

URBAN 
INSPIRATION

Matt James, TV’s City 
Gardener, has a new book, 

RHS How to Plant a Garden 
(£25, Mitchell Beazley), with 
great design tips, ideas and 

planting schemes for 
year-round  

interest.



H E A D E R  H E R E

Packed with flavour and high in nutrients, these five  

supper dishes are quick and easy to make

SIMPLY
SCRUMPTIOUS

COOK’S NOTE

This has masses of 

protein, carotenoids and 

fibre, and it’s super slow 

burning – all kinds of  

really good  

stuff!
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D E L I C I O U S  F O O D

Sweet potato  
rösti with garlic 
butter greens 

COOK’S NOTE

With baked eggs,  

you can throw all manner 

of combinations together 

quickly and easily, and  

it’s a great way to use  

up leftovers!

SERVES 1

2 handfuls baby spinach 

1 kipper fillet

Sea salt and black pepper

2 large eggs

80g feta cheese

1 Preheat the oven to 200°C/ 

400°F/gas mark 6.

2 Gently steam-sauté the  

baby spinach in 1tbsp water in  

a pan for just long enough for  

it to wilt down nicely.

3 Cook the kipper by either 

boiling in the bag if you have a 

prepacked one, according to 

pack instructions, or under a hot 

grill for 10-12min. Flake the flesh.

4 Mix the spinach and flaked 

kipper in a small ovenproof dish 

and season with a little salt and 

pepper. Make a couple of 

indentations and crack an egg 

into each. Crumble the feta  

over the top, then bake in the 

oven for 15min, or until the  

eggs are fully cooked.

Spinach and 
kipper baked eggs 

SERVES 1

1 small sweet potato, scrubbed  

   clean and grated

1 spring onion, chopped  

   into matchsticks

1tbsp wholemeal flour (gluten- 

   free flours are fine too)

1 large egg

Olive oil, for frying 

2tsp garlic butter

Large handful greens (a mix of 

   kale and spinach works well)

1 Place the grated sweet potato, 

spring onion and flour into a bowl 

and mix well. Crack in the egg 

and mix everything well again 

until it forms a batter-like mixture.

2 Heat a little oil in a frying pan 

until hot, then add the batter to 

the centre of the pan in a patty 

shape, making sure the 

ingredients are pressed down 

well. Fry the rösti for 3-4min 

each side or until golden and 

crispy, and held together.

3 Meanwhile, melt the garlic 

butter in a pan, add the greens 

and sauté until softened, then 

serve with the rösti.

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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SERVES 3-4

Olive oil, for greasing

55g cooked asparagus spears 

2 cooked trout fillets, flaked 

3 large eggs & 3 large egg whites

170ml milk

2tbsp grated Parmesan cheese 

Small sprinkle of grated cheese 

1 Preheat the oven to 

180°C/350°F/gas mark 4.

2 Lightly oil a 23cm diameter 

baking or tart dish. Scatter the 

asparagus and flaked trout 

evenly across the base.

3 Whisk the whole eggs, egg 

whites, milk, Parmesan and 

some salt and pepper together 

in a bowl or jug.

4 Pour the egg mixture over  

the trout and asparagus, 

sprinkle with the grated cheese 

and bake for about 45min, or 

until the centre no longer 

wobbles. Leave to cool 

completely before serving.

Trout & asparagus 
crustless quiche 

SERVES 1-2

1 courgette, sliced into rounds

1 red pepper, halved, seeded  

   and sliced

½ red onion, cut into thin wedges

2-3 chicken legs

100g bacon lardons

3-4 sun-dried tomatoes, each  

   chopped into 3 

1tbsp pitted kalamata olives

2 bay leaves 

1 Preheat the oven to 

200°C/400°F/gas mark 6.

2 Place the courgette, pepper 

and onion in a roasting tin. Put 

the chicken legs on top and 

sprinkle over the lardons, 

sun-dried tomatoes and olives. 

Season with salt and pepper  

and throw in the bay leaves.

3 Bake for about 10min, then 

remove from the oven and stir 

everything around so rendered 

fat from the chicken and bacon 

coats the vegetables evenly.

4 Return to the oven for  

another 25min, stirring again  

to avoid sticking.

Chicken, bacon 
and veg tray bake 

COOK’S NOTE

 If you like the 

caramelised flavour you  

get when peppers and 

onions stick a little, don’t 

stir the pan too much at  

the final stage when  

you put it back into  

the oven. 



COOK’S NOTE

A crustless quiche is the 

way to go if you want to 

keep your food really 

low-GI. What’s more, it’s  

a lot quicker to make  

than a quiche  

with pastry!

D E L I C I O U S  F O O D

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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D E L I C I O U S  F O O D

Recipes taken 

from The Power 

of Three by Dale 

Pinnock (£20, 

Quadrille), with 

photography by 

Martin Poole

SERVES 1

3 long, 0.5-1cm-thick slices  

   from 1 large aubergine

Olive oil, for brushing 

Sea salt and black pepper

FOR THE TOMATO SAUCE

Olive oil  

½ red onion, finely chopped 

1 clove garlic, finely chopped 

200g tomato passata

1tsp dried oregano

FOR THE PESTO

5tbsp walnuts 

25g fresh basil leaves 

2 garlic cloves, finely chopped

3tsp grated Parmesan cheese

1½tbsp olive oil 

1 Preheat the oven to 

180°C/350°F/Gas mark 4.

2 Brush the aubergine slices  

on both sides with olive oil and 

place on a non-stick baking tray. 

Bake in the oven (or griddle on a 

hot griddle pan) for about 20min, 

or until golden on both sides  

and soft enough to roll, but not 

so soft they will fall apart.

3 To make the tomato sauce, 

heat a little olive oil in a pan, add 

the chopped onion and garlic 

with a pinch of salt, and sauté 

until the onion softens. Add the 

passata and oregano and 

simmer for 12-15min.

4 Meanwhile, place all the pesto 

ingredients in a food processor, 

with salt and pepper to taste. 

Pulse to create a coarse pesto.

5 Place a generous dollop of 

pesto in the centre of each 

aubergine slice, then roll up. 

Warm in the oven for a few 

minutes. Heat the tomato sauce, 

then ladle it onto the serving 

plate and place the cannelloni 

on top of the sauce. HB

Aubergine 
cannelloni with 
walnut pesto on 
rich tomato sauce 

COOK’S NOTE

 This is fantastic  

comfort food. If you love 

cannelloni but don’t want  

to eat too much starch, this 

is a great way to enjoy a 

similar dish without sending 

your blood sugar through 

the roof.  



A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F E A T U R E

HOME COMFORTS
Stylish living ideas

SWOON EDITIONS
From artisan workshops direct to your doorstep, 

discover new designs every day without the 

inflated price tag at SWOON EDITIONS. Like the 

made-to-order Winston sofa, shown here in 

midnight velvet and dark walnut. The iconic 

chesterfield, updated. Our designer pored over 

every detail from the exaggerated scrolled arms 

to the feather-filled cushions. Available in two 

sizes and 23 sumptuous textiles. From £1,099, 

including delivery. 

Readers also save £20 on orders over £200 with 

voucher code HOUSEBEAUTIFUL. To order, go 

to swooneditions.com/housebeautiful or 

call 020 3137 2464. Offer expires on 30.03.16. 

SPRINGVALE  
LEATHER
Springvale Leather have been 

hand crafting beautiful high 

quality furniture for 30 years. 

All of their ranges can be made 

in any colour and you can alter 

the size and comfort to suit your 

personal requirements. 

For more information or to 

request a brochure call  

01706 225005 or visit  

www.springvaleleather.co.uk

NATIONWIDE
Watch the days pass as you relax under the 

comfort of a Classic Veranda from Nationwide. 

Offering wide selections of frames to suit any 

property, and a choice of glass or polycarbonate 

roofing, you’ll have plenty of options to achieve 

your dream design. Combine heating and lighting 

so no matter the season, you may relax in comfort 

come rain or shine. Each Veranda has a five year 

guarantee and fitted by qualified Nationwide 

Veranda installers. 

Nationwide is currently holding a Spring Sale, with 

discounts of up to 25%. To receive a free brochure, 

visit nationwideltd.co.uk or call 0800 179 9628.

DESIGNS ON SPRING
Jenny Bell has created a range of designs 

especially for children on these ceramic 

mugs just the right size for small hands. 

Priced at £7.00 plus P&P, add £1.00 to 

personalise for an extra special gift. 

Buy online at www.jennybell.co.uk or 

Call 01388 665757.

COCO JACKET
Our Coco Jacket has been inspired by the great fashion designer Coco 

Chanel and features style details reminiscent of Coco Chanel’s iconic 

signature jacket. Our interpretation of this classic jacket includes the 

boxy shape but we added some design features of our own. Coco is 

available in indigo with contrasting stripes on the delicate, buttoned, 

flap pockets, hem, cuffs and inside neck. Soft 100% cotton. The neck 

edge and front are neatly bound and the front may be fastened with 

three buttons using twill rouleau loops. This detail is echoed at the cuffs 

and side hem, creating a beautifully balanced and flattering jacket. 

Reader offer: enter code READ2016 and receive 10% off. 

Available from our online store www.originalblues.uk or phone on 

020 8813 7766.

THE DAPHNE SIGNATURE GOLD BY DU MAURIER WATCHES
A stunning, Swiss-made, Limited Edition 

piece featuring an antique gold dial under 

domed, sapphire glass, surrounded by a 

slim, gold case. Choose from this fabulous 

pale blue, lizard strap or opt for red, black 

or pink. From British designer Ned du 

Maurier Browning in memory of his late 

grandmother, Daphne du Maurier, this is a 

design classic.

Daphne Signature Gold £440. See the full 

collection at www.dumaurierwatches.com 

or call 0845 519 3074.



GRILL HOUSE

Try the healthier method of dry cooking 
with the Judge cast-iron grill pan (22cm), 
£20, Gourmet Cookware. There’s no need 

for oil, and fat simply drains away

TRAY BAKE

Stainless steel ensures even heat 
distribution and it’s hob-safe too, so  
ideal for gravy making and sautéing. 

Roaster (L25cm), £22, John Lewis

TWO-IN-ONE

Perfect for frying and flipping, this  
gadget transforms into a serving spoon 

when the handle is compressed.  
Scooner, £9.99, Üutensil

GET A GRIP

The Swan three-in-one hand blender, 
£59.99, Robert Dyas, is perfect for whizzing 

up quick homemade pestos and sauces,  
as well as effortless whisking

QUICK RELEASE

With a loose base and two layers of 
non-stick coating, this Tala flan tin (23cm 
dia), £8.99, from Homebase, will release 

your quiche in one piece

Making healthy midweek 
meals couldn’t be easier 

with this clever cookware

Problem
SOLVED

HANDS-FREE

Add a kick of garlic to your dishes without 
too much of its aroma lingering on your 
fingers. Stellar Soft Touch copper garlic 

press, £8.75, Harts of Stur

GREEN COOKING

An ecofriendly non-stick coating and 
energy-saving heat technology means the 
Ecocook frying pan, £15.99, from Harbour 

Living, is kinder to the environment

GRATE DISH

Shredding raw vegetables is easy when you 
use this super-sharp grater with a  

detachable base. Davina for Lakeland 
grater, £11.99, Lakeland

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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Home Directory

www.kirkdale.co.uk
FOR A FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999

Windsor 3 seater sofa was £849 - NOW ONLY £699

T�DITIONAL BRITISH 
UPHOLSTERY

Leicestershire - London

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel....

ALBIONRequest your brochure on: 01255 831605

or go to: www.albionbathco.com

The Atworth Sofa/Sofa Bed in Cotton Natural

Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds

Call us on 0845 468 0577 or visit willowandhall.co.uk

Luxury 14cm deep
mattresses on all

our sofa beds

Over 35 years
of quality British
craftsmanship

Extensive fabric
and customisation

options

Exceptional value 
compared to the

high street

New Year discounts, save up to 30%

HOME INTEREST

BATHROOMS
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Grosvenor 

3 seater so
fa 

NOW ONLY

£659

No risk 21 day moneyback home trial  . 5 year hardwood frame guarantee

For a free colour brochure call 01495 244226 or visit www.sofasofa.co.uk

GREAT BRITISH SOFAS

*T’s & C’s apply.

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR  
CALL 0800 587 6438 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

up to  *

You’ll love what we do

Carpets  I  Blinds  I  Curtains  I Shutters

100% Natural | Beautiful colours

Free colour card | Order online

www.strongnaturalpaints.co.uk
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www.imageprofessional.co.uk

or CALL 01273 494396

Do You Love
Style& Fashion?
Start earningmoney doing
a job you’ll love...

Train to be an Image
Consultant & Personal
Shopper with leading
industry experts
Image Professional™

Come and cook!
020 7439 5500 

www.goodhousekeeping.co.uk/
institute/cookery-school

COVELLI TENNANT
Vintage Textiles & Bespoke Upholstery

07855 256 007
07971 043 916

www.covellitennant.com

We Create Rustic Farmhouse 

& Industrial Furniture from 

Reclaimed Wood. 

Free Delivery.

  Forget-Me-Knot.co.uk

Special discount - use code HB5

020 7403 7368        www.whirlygig.biz

Garden Design
Landscaping

Whirlygig

REMOVABLE, WASHABLE AND 
NOW EVEN MORE AFFORDABLE

NEWPORT SOFA WAS £439 - NOW ONLY £329

www.oakridgedirect.co.uk
01685 844944

For a free brochure call

SOFAS & CHAIRS DIRECT

• Redesign your own home

or start a new career

• Expert tutors

• Recognised qualiications

Free info 0800 378 281

or 01409 220 415

Or email info@regentacademy.com

www.regentacademy.com

Interior Design
Home-study courses

Lighting the way

it should be...

www.darlighting.co.uk
sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01295 672200   där

®

“Top quality reasonably priced!”

Curtains, blinds and pelmets etc

made to measure & installed.

Thousands of fabrics, poles etc.

Call now for a home visit by a

professional Interior Designer

0208 688 6282 01372 723 640

Croydon Epsom

fabricworldlondon.co.uk

200
Years
British
CRAFTSMANSHIP

COURSES

SOFT FURNISHINGS

BEDS & BEDDING

GARDENS

LAMPS & LIGHTING
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3 WAYS 
TO BUY

quality & value

feel good furniture

ONLINE PHONE SHOWROOM

cyan.co.uk | 020 8655 6240
Unit 8 Gateway Business Park Station Approach  Coulsdon  Surrey CR5 2NS   

Showroom Open Monday - Friday: 9am-5pm • Fast Nationwide DeliveryCS164 £404.99

LT602 £189.99
includes free cushion

LT604 £214.99
with wheels & free cushion

CS221 £714.99
excludes parasol & cushions

LT176 £220.00
includes free cushion

Cushions & Parasol sold separately unless otherwise stated. All items except Sun Lounger delivered assembled for your enjoyment. Prices include VAT but exclude delivery.

Sustainably Sourced 

Grade A Teak & 

Woven Furniture

To view our entire range or to order your 
free colour brochure 

call 01443 771222 or visit
www.thomaslloyd.com

Great British

Furniture

Makers of Fine Leather Furniture

for Generations

● British Standard tested and approved  
● Made in our own UK factory  
● Direct from the factory prices  
● 21 day money-back promise  

● 2 year guarantee

LEXINGTON 3 SEATER SOFA

WAS £1549 - NOW ONLY £1049

www.edenverandas.co.uk

CALL FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTATION AND BROCHURE

0800 107 2727 
Quoting 

HB03/03

• Wide range of bespoke designs available

• Huge choice of frame colours and  
 weatherproof finishes

• Manufactured in all shapes and sizes

• Our glass verandas can be converted into  
 an open glass room at any time

• 10 year guarantee 25%OFF*

U
P

 T
O

SPRING
SALE

Or write to: Eden Verandas Ltd, FREEPOST RTCG-SEBB-KJAH, Unit 13 Armstrong Mall, Southwood Business Park, Farnborough, GU14 0NR.  *Correct at 

time of printing, please see website for latest offers. Terms & conditions apply. **Subject to planning permission not being required.
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Enjoy your garden all year round  
with a Open Glass Room from Eden

CONSERVATORIES FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS
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Shop online now at www.woods-furniture.co.uk
Woods Furniture, 34-35 High East Street, Dorchester, DT1 1HN. Telephone: 01305 555 281

e s t  1 8 7 5

Wide Sideboard

Was £899  Now £699

Perth Narrow Sideboard

Was £699   Now £539

Narrow Glazed Dresser Top 

Was £649   Now £499

180cm Perth Dining Bench

Was £429   Now £339

220cm Fixed Top Dining Table

Was £999   Now £749

Charlie Dining Chair

Was £149  Now £99

Perth Bureau
Was £899

Now £699

Windsor
Arm Chair
Was £239 

Now £179

See the full range of this beautiful collection at:

www.woods-furniture.co.uk/Perth

Bedside 
Chest

Was £259   

Now £179

Paris Double
Wardrobe
Was £1359       

Now £929

Paris Bedstead

135cm   £999         Now £729

150cm   £1099       Now £799

180cm   £1299       Now £899

P A R I S

P E R T H

woods-furniture.co.uk/Paris
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WHERE TO BUY 
Clive Anderson Furniture 
Furniture 01708 505528; 
cliveandersonfurniture.co.uk
Content by Terence Conran  
020 8150 8380; 
contentbyterenceconran.com 
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744; 
coxandcox.co.uk
Craven Dunnill 01746 761611; 
cravendunnill.co.uk
Crown 0870 240 1127;  
crownpaint.co.uk 
Crucial Trading 01562 743747; 
crucial-trading.com
Currys 0344 561 0000; currys.co.uk

Dansani 0800 587 1725;  
dansani.co.uk

Dash & Albert 0034 91 432 20 85; 
dashandalberteurope.com
Debenhams 0844 561 6161; 
debenhams.com
Design 55 01422 375940; 
design55online.co.uk
Design Vintage 01273 558675; 
designvintage.co.uk 
design3000.de 0049 6062 9187220
Designers Guild 020 7351 5775; 
designersguild.com
Do South Shop (The)  
020 8771 0500; dosouthshop.com
Dulux 0333 222 7171; dulux.co.uk 
Dunster House 01234 272445; 
dunsterhouse.co.uk
Dwell 0845 675 9090; dwell.co.uk 

Ebay 0843 506 8868; ebay.co.uk
Edward Bulmer Pots of Paint 

01544 388535; edwardbulmer.co.uk
Eico Paints 0845 073 9432; eico.co.uk   
Elephant Stamp (The) 
theelephantstamp.com
Emma Bridgewater 0844 243 
9266; emmabridgewater.co.uk
Epson 01952 607111; epson.co.uk
Ercol 01844 271800; ercol.com
Ernest Wright & Son  
ernestwright.co.uk
Etoile home 0796 139 2399;  
etoile-home.com
Etsy etsy.com 

Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; 
farrow-ball.com

Feather and Black 01243 380600; 
featherandblack.com
Feathr feathr.com
Ferm Living 00 45 70 22 7523; 
fermliving.com
Fired Earth 0845 293 8798; 
firedearth.com 
Five Two 01794 874554; fivetwo.co.uk
Flock 0775 659 4091; flock.org.uk
Flowers Direct 0333 003 0501; 
flowersdirect.co.uk 

Gavin Coyle 020 8520 4399; 
gavincoyle.co.uk

George 0800 952 3003; george.com 
Glasgow School of Art shop 
(The) 0141 353 4526; gsashop.co.uk
Gourmet Cookware 
gourmetcookware.co.uk
Graham and Green 020 8987 
3700; grahamandgreen.co.uk
Greenpan 01483 736913;  
greenpan.co.uk 

Grohe 0871 200 3414; grohe.co.uk 

H&M 0344 736 9000; hm.com/gb
Habitat 0344 499 1111; 

habitat.co.uk
Harbour Living 
harbourliving.co.uk
Harlequin 0845 123 6805; 
harlequin.uk.com
Harts of Stur hartsofstur.com
Hatch Furniture  
hatch-furniture.com
Heal’s 020 7896 7451; heals.com
Hema hemashop.com/gb
Hillarys 0800 916 6524;  
hillarys.co.uk
Hobbycraft 0330 026 1400; 
hobbycraft.co.uk
Holloways of Ludlow 020 7602 
5757; hollowaysofludlow.com 
Holly’s House 020 7736 2222; 
hollys-house.com
Home Barn 01628 474001; 
homebarnshop.co.uk
Homebase 0345 077 8888; 
homebase.co.uk
Hoover 0344 371 2752; 
hooverwizard.com
House of Fraser 0345 602 1073; 
houseoffraser.co.uk
Howkapow 0117 373 1900; 
howkapow.com 

Idyll Home 01270 812717; 
idyllhome.co.uk 

Ikea 020 3645 0000; ikea.co.uk
Indesit 0800 092 1922; indesit.co.uk
Instil Design 0800 677 1040;  
instil-design.co.uk

Jessops 0344 800 4444; jessops.com 
John Lewis 0345 604 9049; 

johnlewis.com
Jonathan Adler 020 7589 9563; 
uk.jonathanadler.com

Kakkoii 020 8993 1953;  
kakkoii-me.com

Kelly Hoppen 020 3701 9333; 
kellyhoppen.com 
Kew Stone 020 8940 9393; 
kewstone.com
Kitchen Collection 
kitchencollection.co.uk
Kitchens Upon Thames 01932 
977950; kitchensuponthames.com 
Kith & Kin 020 3332 2826; 
kithandkin.org.uk
Konig Colours 01280 847166; 
konigcolours.co.uk
Korla 020 7603 7498; korlahome.com 

Lacie lacie.com/gb/en
Lakeland 01539 488100; 

lakeland.co.uk 
Le Creuset 0800 373792;  
lecreuset.co.uk 
Life Under Canvas 01497 851603; 
lifeundercanvas.co.uk
Linen Works (The) 020 7819 
7620; thelinenworks.co.uk
Little Greene 020 7935 8844; 
littlegreene.com
Loaf 0845 468 0697; loaf.com
Lollipop Shoppe (The) 01273 
945300; thelollipopshoppe.co.uk 
London Garden Trading 
londongardentrading.com

Louise Wilkinson 0779 353 9575; 
louisewilkinson.co.uk 
LSA International  
lsa-international.com 
Luna & Curious 020 3222 0034; 
lunaandcurious.com

Made 0344 257 1888; made.com
Magnet 01325 744094; 

magnet.co.uk
Margo Selby 01227 282758; 
margoselby.com
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8000; 
marksandspencer.com
Matalan 0333 004 4444;  
matalan.co.uk
Melin Tregwynt 01348 891644; 
melintregwynt.co.uk
MiaFleur 0116 298 6393;  
miafleur.com 
Miele 0330 160 6600; miele.co.uk 
Minoli 01865 778225; minoli.co.uk
MissPrint 01277 350581;  
missprint.co.uk 
Mod Born 020 3287 0090; 
modborn.com
Moleanos moleanos.com
Mud 020 7706 4903;  
mudaustralia.com 
Mylands 020 8670 9161;  
mylands.co.uk 

Neptune 01793 427450; 
neptune.com

New Craftsmen (The) 020 7148 
3190; thenewcraftsmen.com
New Soda newsoda.com
Next 0333 777 8000; next.co.uk
Nina Campbell 020 7225 1011; 
shop.ninacampbell.com
Nordic House 01872 223220; 
nordichouse.co.uk
Northlight Homestore 01235 
848192; northlighthomestore.com 
notonthehighstreet.com  
0345 259 1359

Oliver Bonas 020 8974 0110; 
oliverbonas.com

Olli Ella 020 7713 8668; olliella.com 

A Splash of Colour 
asplashofcolour.com

Abigail Borg 0779 303 3922; 
abigailborg.co.uk 
Adventino 01529 307812; 
adventino.co.uk
Albany 01323 411080;  
albanypaint.co.uk  
Alessi 00800 22 88 28 28;  
alessi.co.uk 
Alternative Bathrooms 020 3375 
9002; alternativebathrooms.com
Amara 0800 587 7645; amara.com 
Another Country 020 7486 3251; 
anothercountry.com
AR Architects 020 8977 7323; 
ararchitects.co.uk
Arlo & Jacob 0333 122 1537; 
arloandjacob.com
Art Rookie 020 8504 1030; 
artrookie.co.uk
At No 67 Concept Store  
0751 857 5580; atnumber67.co.uk
Auro auro.co.uk

B&Q 0333 014 3098; diy.com
Be Seated beseated.co.uk

Bean Interiors beaninteriors.co.uk
Bedeck 0845 603 0861; 
bedeckhome.com
Bethan Gray 020 3214 3150; 
bethangray.com
BHS 0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk
Bitossi Home 00 39 05 71 54511; 
bitossihome.it
Black By Design 01889 502716; 
black-by-design.co.uk
Bluebellgray 0141 221 0724; 
bluebellgray.com 
Bold & Noble 01462 339011; 
boldandnoble.com
Boots Kitchen Appliances 0844 
879 3483; bootskitchenappliances.com
Botany botanyshop.co.uk
Boxbird Gallery boxbird.co.uk
Bra Bohag brabohag.com
Bradley Van Der Straeten  0780 
064 0456; b-vds.co.uk
Bradstone 01335 372289; 
bradstone.com

Caple 0117 938 1900; caple.co.uk 
Christy 0845 758 5252;  

christy-towels.com
Clerkenwell London 020 3826 
1142; clerkenwell-london.com
clippings.com 020 7060 7422

P141
Copper tones

P22
Soft pastels
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COMING NEXT MONTH

WHAT’S  
NEW FOR 

MAY…

May issue ON SALE 7 April

EASY GARDENING
INSTANT SOLUTIONS

MONTH-BY-MONTH PLAN
SPECIAL PLANT OFFER

KEY LOOKS FOR BEDROOMS, 
KITCHENS, LIVING ROOMS

Orla Kiely 020 7720 1117;  
orlakiely.com
Out & Out Original 0344 417 
1419; outandoutoriginal.com
Out There Interiors 020 8099 
7443; outthereinteriors.com 

Paperchase 020 7467 6200; 
paperchase.co.uk

Parquet Parquet  
parquet-parquet.co.uk
Pelikan pelikanonline.co.uk
Pooky 020 7351 3003; pooky.com
Present & Correct 020 7278 
2460; presentandcorrect.com
Proporta 01273 808846;  
proporta.co.uk
Pure 0845 148 9001; pure.com 

Range (The) 0345 026 7598; 
therange.co.uk

Rational 01543 459459;  
rational.de/en
Really Well Made 020 8333 1008; 
reallywellmade.co.uk
Robert Dyas 0800 707 6677; 
robertdyas.co.uk 
Roberts Radio 0333 014 2505; 
robertsradio.co.uk
Rockett St George 01444 
253391; rockettstgeorge.co.uk
Romo 01623 756699; romo.com 
Ruark Audio 01702 601410; 
ruarkaudio.com
Rubio 00 32 51 30 80 54;
rubiomonocoat.com

Sainsbury’s 0800 636262; 
sainsburyshome.co.uk

Scandi Living 01428 608050; 
scandiliving.com 
Scion 0845 123 6815; scion.uk.com
Sheridan 01925 453410; 
sheridanaustralia.co.uk
Siemens 0344 892 8999;  
siemens-home.co.uk 
Simon Hubert Bathrooms  
0797 044 1775
Smug 020 7354 0253;  
ifeelsmug.com
Sofa & Chair Company (The)  
020 8752 8935; thesofaandchair.co.uk
Sofa Workshop 0800 230 0048; 
sofaworkshop.com

sofa.com 0345 400 2222 
Solent Plastics 01794 514478; 
solentplastics.co.uk
Sophie Conran 0843 227 1461; 
sophieconran.com 
St Wilfrid’s Hospice stwh.co.uk
Store 0844 414 2885; 
aplaceforeverything.co.uk
Suki Cheema sukicheema.com

Technics 0333 222 8777; 
technics.com/uk/

Tile Mountain 01782 223822; 
tilemountain.co.uk 
TK Maxx 01923 473561;  
tkmaxx.com 
Tori Murphy 0795 868 8519; 
torimurphy.com 

Unique & Unity 0845 605 9699; 
uniqueandunity.co.uk 

Unusual Chair Company  
(The) 0773 668 8499
Ute Design utedesign.com.au 
Üutensil 020 8780 9806;  
uutensil.com

Villeroy & Boch 020 8871 4028; 
villeroy-boch.co.uk

Volga Linen 0844 499 1609; 
volgalinen.co.uk 

Wacom 020 7744 0831; 
wacom.com 

Walls and Floors 01536 314730; 
wallsandfloors.co.uk
Wantastove 01761 439408; 
wantastove.co.uk
Whirlpool 020 8649 5000; 
whirlpool.co.uk
White Company (The) 020 3758 
9222; thewhitecompany.com
Whitewall 020 3411 1846; 
uk.whitewall.com
Wild & Wolf 01225 789909; 
wildandwolf.com
Window Film Company (The) 
01494 854012; windowfilm.co.uk
Winter’s Moon 01243 783868;
wintersmoon.co.uk 
Wise House (The) 020 8941 8412; 
thewisehouse.co.uk
Woven 020 7193 0505; woven.co.uk
Wright Decorating 
thewrightdecorator.co.uk

 
Walls painted in Shaded White, 
£39.50 for 2.5L Estate emulsion, 
Farrow & Ball. Getty sofa in 
Lemon, £1,080, sofa.com. Azure 
Mineral cushion, £32, Hillarys. 
Coffee table, £85; rug, £50; 
both Sinnerlig at Ikea. Andrea 
Roman ceramic pots for Botany, 
from £28 each; succulents, from 
a selection; all Botany. Ochre 
pottery cup, £5, Rockett St 
George. Leon armchair, £435, 
Graham and Green. Throw (on 
chair), £250; Hitchcock floor 
lamp, £230; both Heal’s 

NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!
See p100 for our House Beautiful  
collection at Hillarys 
competition. 
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W H A T  M Y  H O M E  M E A N S  T O  M E

Designer and bespoke 

furniture maker Sebastian 

Cox, 29, lives in Deptford, 

south east London, with his 

partner Brogan Baker, 27,  

in a high-rise flat that’s now  

a cherished home

SEBASTIAN COX

Above: The couple 

added colour to  

their kitchen  

with orange and 

purple Le Creuset 

cookware. Left: 

Sebastian’s Hewn 

Stool in ash and 

hazel, £180

WHERE I LIVE
It took a split second to decide that this little 

white box of a flat on the eighth floor of a 

new-build apartment was perfect for us. We 

stepped into the living room and in front of  

us was a panoramic view of London, from 

Battersea Power Station to Canary Wharf.

Deptford’s a vibrant, creative area of south 

east London with a wonderful history. There’s a 

great mix of people and the locals all love their 

heritage. Our flat is in a new high-rise building, 

which sits in the grounds of an old paper mill. 

I made an amazing discovery after Brogan 

and I moved here – my great, great, great, 

great, great grandfather John Cox was born in 

nearby Butcher’s Row in 1794, and worked as  

a waterman rowing across the Thames. I found 

an old Victorian map and discovered his original 

street was on the block where I live. Now every 

morning as I walk outside to grab my bicycle,  

I ‘cross paths’ with John Cox who, all those 

centuries ago, made the same trip to work.

Having an ultra-modern flat means we can 

stamp our personalities on it. I enjoy mixing old 

and new; our dark wood antique furniture – 

such as an Arts & Crafts wardrobe and chest 

my mum gave me for my 21st birthday – is  

a great contrast. We have a William Morris 

duvet cover and cushions, and in the living 

room a cream sofa and emerald-green rug with 

an eyecatching zig zag design from Heal’s. 

We bring colour to our kitchen with orange 

and purple Le Creuset pans. Some of them sit 

on a wooden ladder that I designed to lean 

against the kitchen wall. It’s made from ash and 

coppiced hazel wood harvested from the farm 

in Kent where I grew up. One of the challenges 

of renting is that you can’t put holes in the walls 

for pictures or shelves, so Brogan and I design 

furniture to hold things up. We also fill the flat 

with wood, which makes it feel like a home.

MY INFLUENCES
I grew up on a family farm alongside my 

younger brother Guy – the hours I spent 

roaming in the woodlands gave me a great 

understanding and love of wood. My parents 

had a business restoring period properties,  

so I was often on building sites, rummaging 

among the wood shavings and seeing the 

carpentry at first hand. Now if we need 

furniture, I make it. Brogan wanted a desk,  

so one afternoon I made her one with a 

lacewood top in a pink shade to contrast 

with the cream ash legs. 

Our sycamore dining table on trestle legs 

was made for a client, but we noticed an 

imperfection in the wood so I took it home 

instead. The five dining chairs were all 

prototypes, and no two of them are the  

same. Poor Brogan longs to have matching 

dining room chairs one day!

FAMILY LIFE
Brogan and I work really hard during the 

day – she’s a marketing manager – and come 

in late every evening. We’ll cook and as we 

eat, we discuss business, exhibitions, orders 

and plans – a proper brainstorm each night.

We try to create a relaxing time, taking  

it in turns to choose records and put them  

on the stereo. When I was a student, my 

grandfather showed me his old record box, 

full of skiffle and 1920s jazz. He gave me half 

and I was so moved. I realised that in a world 

of MP3 players and downloaded music, I’d 

never have something to physically pass  

on to my grandchildren, so I bought a 1960s 

record player. At the end of each year I buy  

five albums that sum up my memories. I’m 

slowly building up a good collection of  

music. I love the physical act of putting  

on a record and turning it over. 

Each Sunday we prepare a roast and our 

local friends come over to join us for lunch,  

or we go to their place. My mum Sara and 

stepfather Lindsay are regular visitors. They live 

in the countryside but like London, and don’t 

mind camping out on an airbed in the living 

room. They love the flat and we love cooking 

for them and showing them our world. 

For more info visit sebastiancox.co.uk

Sebastian mixes  

old and new with 

William Morris 

prints and his  

own Mop Stick 

shelving. His flat 

has stunning views
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Get inspiration on a weekly basis
Sometimes monthly just isn’t enough… House Beautiful’s weekly 

newsletter is a one-stop shop for stunning ideas and expert 
advice to help you make the most of where you live.

DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX 
FREE EVERY WEEK

TEXT HB PLUS YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS TO 84499 TO SIGN UP

*Standard network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service you are opting in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. 

You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking ‘unsubscribe’
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From the smallest update to large-
scale decorating, whatever size the 
project, we all need inspiration and 
this special magazine provides it in 
spades. Whether your style is pared 
back or country, retro or modern 

and industrial, you’ll find plenty of decorating, 
furniture and storage ideas as well as expert insight 
to help you create your ideal room scheme. If you 
fancy going for something completely diferent, 
head to the Bold Statement selection, where there 
are lots of stunning room schemes to spark your 
imagination. Happy decorating!

Welcome

Liz Murphy  

House Beautiful 

Associate Editor
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1 
EASTERN COOL 

This dining space is a perfect mix of 

mid-century chic and modern oriental. 

Black painted or stained furniture instantly 

makes a room feel contemporary, 

especially when teamed with an ebony 

floor. The trend for hanging lights in a 

cluster continues to be strong, and the 

simple origami style of these paper  

shades adds to the oriental feel.

GET THE LOOK… 
If your floorboards are good enough, paint 

them with black floor paint, £19.99 for 

750ml, Dulux. If not, try Impressive Ultra 12 

Burned Planks laminate flooring, £42.60 a 

pack, Topps Tiles. Then paint the walls in  

a dove grey. Sanderson’s Horizon Grey 

works well. Contrast this with brilliant  

white woodwork, adding subtle accents  

of yellow and teal to complete the scheme. 

Invest in the Ercol Originals 

Plank table, £1,080, stacking 

chairs, £355 each, and Branch 

bench, £495, all Blu Dot at 

Heal’s, to add a rustic edge. 

Habitat has paper lampshades 

that are perfect for grouping 

over a table

4 0  I N S P I R I N G  R O O M  S C H E M E S

Simply pared back
Add a twist to your classic scheme to create a brand new look



2 
SLEEK AND SPACIOUS  
Small can be beautiful and functional, as 

this compact kitchen shows. There’s plenty  

of storage packed in but because it’s all light, 

the room feels spacious. An integrated sink 

gives a flow of cool white work surfaces, and 

including a small area of open shelving allows 

for a display of china to warm up the look.

GET THE LOOK… 
In a small kitchen all white creates a feeling of 

space; paint the walls a fresh shade of white 

and choose a Corian worktop and units with 

fuss-free integrated handles. Add texture and 

warmth with a pale oak floor, laying wide 

planks horizontally across the kitchen to make 

it feel bigger. A simple roller blind in a soft grey 

will contrast well with the white – for a good 

range of made-to-measure blinds, try Hillarys.

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 5

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Shown here in a beautiful 

chalky white, John Lewis of 

Hungerford’s Pure kitchen 

is available in a huge range 

of colours, from £17,500. 

Match the oak floor to a 

display of wood chopping 

boards to add natural 

texture. Try Nkuku for a 

good selection



4 
ROSE PINK  
The gradated rose pink walls add just the right 

amount of prettiness behind the metal framed bed. 

GET THE LOOK… 
The colour wash wallpaper is Skymning Pink 617-04, 

£192 a roll, Sandberg, contrasted with curtains in 

Steel Inkat fabric, £55 a metre, Korla.

5 
BLACK MAGIC   
Monochrome geometrics are the thing this year. 

Keep the rest of the room simple so they stand out. 

GET THE LOOK…  

Original Style has a good selection of statement tiles 

such as its bold, graphic black Babylonian design. The 

Elica Splendore cooker hood, £1,039, is from John Lewis.

3 
CLEVER STORAGE
Hide away unsightly essentials 

and display decorative books and 

collections with a custom-made 

wall of storage – ask a local 

carpenter to make them in MDF. 

GET THE LOOK… 
Find bold geometric rugs in strong 

blues, such as this Linear IV at 

Woven. Match it to a retro 

Danish-style sofa recovered in a 

cobalt blue fabric. Discover great 

vintage pieces at The Old Cinema.

6  housebeautiful.co.uk



6 
SPRING FRESH  
Set against a cool mint painted wall, the bold daffodil 

yellow upholstered bed is wonderfully uplifting. Black and  

deep charcoal grey accents give the room a modern feel, as 

does the dandelion-like pendant light. Grouped typographic 

framed prints above the bed add a quirky touch.

GET THE LOOK…  
Make the bed the focal point of the room by covering it in a 

rich yellow velvet. Sofa.com’s Louis, £945 for a double, can  

be covered in its sunshine yellow velvet. Farrow & Ball has  

a lovely mint shade, Teresa’s Green, £39.50 for 2.5L, which 

would be a good match for the wall behind the bed. Use  

a cool stone for the remaining walls. Striped curtains add  

subtle pattern: choose a soft blue, green and neutral shades.

See thecalmgallery.com  

for typographic prints.  

A pair of retro-style Dorset 

desk lamps, £25 each from 

Tesco, look great on Ikea’s 

white Hemnes bedside 

tables, £40. For a similar 

ceiling light, try Ikea’s 

Maskros pendant, £50

S I M P L Y  P A R E D  B A C K

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



7 
OUTDOOR INSPIRATION 

Natural textures and fabrics combined 

with garden-inspired patterns give this 

traditional living room a relaxed feel. The 

pumice-grey walls add a contemporary  

edge and the vintage upturned crates are  

a laid-back alternative to a coffee table.

GET THE LOOK…  

Paint the walls and window architrave in a 

chalky flat grey such as Oyster Grey from 

Reborn, £29 for 2.5L, and choose a very 

pale toning shade for the ceiling. Little 

Greene’s Gauze, £38 for 2.5L, would look 

good. Keep it natural on the floor with 

chunky textured woven seagrass, from 

£17.50 a sq metre, Sisal & Seagrass. A  

blind in a patterned woodland fabric turns 

the window into a focal point. The Kettler 

Banaba chair, £199 from John Lewis, is 

similar, while crates are available from 

Vintage Crates, from £27 each.

Try the Avalon sofa in Taupe 

brushed cotton, from £750  

at sofa.com, with a mix of 

natural linen and vintage 

grain-sack cushions. Find 

vintage fabrics at Parna. 

Accessorise with succulents 

grown in a glass terrarium



8 
CALM SANCTUARY  

Soft white walls and tiles create a serene scheme. 

The only pattern here is from the mosaic-style floor 

tiles, which continue into the spacious shower area for 

a unified look. Recessed shelves above the sink and in 

the shower are a great space-saving idea. A frameless 

shower screen and mirror add to the pared-back feel.

GET THE LOOK…  
Make a feature of the floor with brick-style mosaic  

tiles such as matt white Brickbond, £4.75 a sheet, 

Walls and Floors. Lay them using grey grout. For the 

walls choose larger brick-style tiles in a matt finish.  

The Chalk Farm smooth matt tiles, £19.75 a sq metre,  

also from Walls and Floors, are perfect finished with  

white grout. Use a soft white paint on the remaining 

walls. CP Hart has similar pedestal sinks. Try the  

Toto Series NC washbasin, £200.

Walls in Ballet White, £21.75 

for 0.94L, Benjamin Moore. 

For a frameless screen, 

choose a fixed design such as 

the Ten 10mm single-fixed 

panel, from £515, Simpsons. 

For a plastic stool, try the 

Tam Tam, £18, Habitat

TOPPS TILES TIP 
The right grout can give your tiles 

wow factor. Here grey grout creates 
a beautiful pattern on the floor and 

in the shower area, while white adds 
to the retro look of the brick format 

tiles on the wall. 

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 9
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Streamlined living
With fresh white walls, matt grey units and strong  
architectural design, these rooms say contemporary cool

9 
COOL CLASSIC  
Use a mix of modern furniture in a period living 

room, grouping contemporary on the fireplace and 

having a design classic tan leather chair as the only 

accent colour. This shows how less is definitely more!

GET THE LOOK…  
White paint brings a gallery feel, but don’t always  

go for brilliant white. Little Greene’s Shirting, £37  

for 2.5L Absolute matt emulsion, feels pure without 

being cold. A rich-toned walnut wood floor contrasts 

with the walls and furnishings. Try Walnut Natural 

Unsealed engineered floor, £56.67 a sq metre, The 

Natural Wood Floor Co. Loaf’s Flopster sofa has a 

relaxed laidback look and can be made with a 

removable cover in any fabric, from £1,320. 

To make your own white-painted 

palette-style coffee table, add 

some castors to a standard 

palette or try the On Wheels 

coffee table by Gas & Air, £275,  

at notonthehighstreet.com. A 

cotton-covered pendant creates a 

soft ambiance. Shown here is the 

Z1 pendant, £325, Bodie and Fou 



House Beautiful APRIL 2016 11

10 
ON THE SLATE  
With enough storage to keep 

everything hidden neatly behind 

doors, this beautiful matt slate grey 

kitchen is part of an open-plan living 

space. The worktop defines the 

kitchen and creates a roomy bar  

area, ideal for when there isn’t room 

for a separate dining table, and the 

contrast of modern units and vintage-

style metal bar stools works well.

GET THE LOOK…  
Second Nature’s Inzo kitchen features 

slab doors and simple bar handles and 

comes in a range of greys, including a 

deep graphite, from £11,000.

Find similar pear- shaped 

filament bulbs at £14 

each, Olive & The Fox. 

Vintage-style metal  

café stools, £129 each, 

Graham and Green



12  housebeautiful.co.uk
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12 
CITRUS SPLASH  
The wenge wood-effect glass splashback 

behind the hob adds a 1970s look to the white 

kitchen, especially when teamed with an original 

orange Le Creuset casserole. 

GET THE LOOK…  
Splashbacks cost from £136 at My Splashbacks. 

Bright accessories add accents of colour. 

13 
GREEN LIGHT  
Vibrant lime green tiles are the only hit of 

colour in this otherwise understated wetroom. 

GET THE LOOK…  

Lime House Smooth Gloss Green tiles, £19.75 a sq 

metre, Walls and Floors. Shower screen, Playtime Walk 

Through 1200 Matt Finish with Wall Support, £549, 

Bathstore. Waldorf shower head, £199, Crosswater. 

11 
HIDDEN TREASURE
The sink area and practical 

open cupboard can be completely 

hidden away using the matt 

charcoal folding doors, leaving a 

beautifully sleek kitchen.

GET THE LOOK…  

Choose a custom-coloured kitchen 

that can be matched to the shade 

of paint you use on the walls 

behind – a matt charcoal grey 

creates a dramatic look and works 

well in a naturally light space.



S T R E A M L I N E D  L I V I N G

14 
UNIFIED LOOK  
Flashes of yellow in the skylight are a fun 

addition to this monochrome kitchen. Integrated 

and handleless doors and drawers on the white  

gloss and matt graphite cabinets keep the look 

fuss-free and the stainless-steel worktop provides 

a professional edge. Large folding doors allow  

the kitchen to open out into the garden, blending 

the two areas, and the fence painted in a dark 

graphite stain ties in with the interior.

GET THE LOOK…  
Statement large-format floor tiles in flat grey 

create a contemporary finish. Try Minerla Stone 

Galena tiles, £29.99 each from Topps Tiles,  

which measure a whopping 45cm x 90cm. Add 

dark drama to an otherwise white scheme with  

a graphite polished concrete wall behind the sink 

and range cooker and splashback, and just a 

couple of highlights in alcoves or recesses in a 

citrus shade. We love the zing in Little Greene’s 

Trumpet yellow, from £19.25 for 1L.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

For similar lighting, look 

at the H55 by Modular, 

available from Atrium. 

For white gloss units,  

see Linda Barker’s Linea 

kitchen in Super White 

from £3,443, Wren



Classic revival
Vibrant colours, modern accessories and relaxed 
styling update the traditional country look

15 
BOLD COLOUR  

Deep sea greens and azure blue on 

the walls and cabinets give this kitchen a 

unique feel. Tiling an entire wall rather than 

just a splashback area adds pattern, and 

painting the cabinets below in the same  

hue creates a unified look. 

GET THE LOOK…  

Fired Earth’s richly glazed Riviera wall tiles  

come in stunning teal and green hues, from 

£2.45 a tile. Mix shades to create a feature 

wall, painting the remaining walls in a deep 

blue green such as Little Greene’s Marine 

Blue, from £19.25 for 1L matt emulsion. 

Reclaimed and vintage cabinets and drawers 

can be crafted into a unique kitchen that has 

far more character than one with standard 

fitted units. Then paint in a bold turquoise 

blue to coordinate with the tiles.

For similar glass wall 

lights, take a look at  

the Tarnished Silver 

Fowey Lights, £128 

each, Rowen & Wren. Le 

Creuset has a range of 

lovely cookware and 

kitchen accessories in 

bright teal and soft 

blues, including its Teal 

classic teapot, £33

4 0  I N S P I R I N G  R O O M  S C H E M E S



16 
RELAXED DINING 

Open shelves and freestanding 

storage give this kitchen an informal feel. 

Modern and antique chairs around the 

chunky trestle-style table, low-hung 

enamel pendant lighting and terracotta 

jugs filled with wild flowers create the 

perfect modern country space.

GET THE LOOK…  

Paint the walls in a cool grey white to keep 

the room looking contemporary. Try Dulux 

Moon Shimmer Light + Space matt 

emulsion, £23.72 for 2.5L, B&Q, and 

contrast with a black floor. Old floorboards 

look lovely painted in Ronseal’s Diamond 

Hard Black floor paint, £15.99 for 750ml, 

Homebase. Look for old dressers and larder 

cabinets that you can revive, and contrast a 

dark exterior with a fresh white interior. Try 

Annie Sloan’s chalk paint, finishing with a 

coat of wax for a hardwearing finish. For 

similar table see the Portobello, £199, Tesco.

For similar lights, see 

Dyke & Dean’s large 

white enamel shade, £50. 

Add colour and texture 

with handcrafted-style 

terracotta pots – try 

David Mellor

TOPPS TILES TIP  
If your wooden floor isn’t good 
enough to polish, create the look 
with plank tiles. Or use them to 

bring the luxury of stone or marble 
into your room. Topps Tiles 

Thurston range (A) is inspired  
by English slate, while Mixara 
(B) is marble-e�ect porcelain.

A B

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 15
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19 
DARK ART  
Painting the underside of the bath and towel 

ladder in matt black creates striking focal points.

GET THE LOOK…  

Try Hove Stripe fabric, £29.50 a metre, Ian Mankin. 

Neisha Crosland’s Parquet Charcoal tiles, £42.95 a sq 

metre, Harvey Maria. Wood stool, £130, Cox & Cox. 

17 
RUSTIC APPEAL  
White panelling and grey floorboards add 

character in this small country bathroom.

GET THE LOOK…  
Decorate simple tongue-and-groove panelling in 

matt white using a tough, wipeable paint such as 

Little Greene’s Intelligent matt emulsion, £22 for 1L.

20 
STYLE MIX  
Contemporary white cabinets are paired 

with traditional wood and painted furniture. 

GET THE LOOK…  
Try the Apollo white kitchen, from £2,325, Magnet. 

Team with grey-painted furniture in cool greys and 

Topps Tiles Tekno Bone floor tiles, £39.94 a sq metre.

18 
COUNTRY BRIGHTS  
A mix of colourful retro swivel chairs contrasts 

with the oak frame and the gallery on one wall. 

GET THE LOOK…  

For similar chairs see The Sixty-Two from G Plan 

Vintage, £1,404. Go for a freestanding woodburner 

such as Jotul F163, £1,629, and leave the flue exposed. 

16  housebeautiful.co.uk
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21 
NATURAL SHADE  

The bright coral linen 

tablecloth and coordinating 

handprinted cushions bring this 

classic grey country cottage dining 

room up to date. A high wooden 

shelf is the perfect place to display 

vintage jugs and junkshop finds, 

and, as it’s painted in a similar shade 

as the tongue-and-groove wall, the 

objects really stand out. 

GET THE LOOK…  
Clad one feature wall in tongue-

and-groove panelling, from £5.27 

for a 3000mm x 119mm length, 

B&Q, and paint in a pale cloud  

grey such as Pearl Colour, from  

£40 for 2.5L emulsion, Pots of Paint. 

Add a simple wooden shelf with 

hangman-style brackets painted in 

the same pale grey. Keep the floor 

natural with sanded oiled boards or 

try Colours Vivace Antico Oak real 

wood top-layer flooring, £73.50  

for a 2.1sq metre pack at B&Q. 

For a similar table covering, 

see the Blood Orange linen 

Emilia tablecloth, £44.99, 

Linen Me. Team with 

spindle-back chairs, such  

as the Crofton, £59.99 for 

two, Dunelm

C L A S S I C  R E V I V A L

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE



Ditch the statement lighting in 

favour of minimal bulb lights 

such as these Bristol pendants, 

£35 from Heal’s. Add a bit of 

greenery to bring the room 

alive – no fussy flowers 

though – instead, go for 

tropical foliage and succulents 

displayed in large glass globe 

vases or terrariums 

18  housebeautiful.co.uk

Modern industrial
These rooms featuring exposed brick, concrete floors and utilitarian-
style furniture have been furnished to bring warmth and softness



4 0  I N S P I R I N G  R O O M  S C H E M E S

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

22 
URBAN CHIC  

Old red brickwork, age-worn 

floorboards and a modern sleek white 

kitchen come together to create new-look 

warehouse living. The raw materials of the 

space become the main feature, while the 

remaining decor is pared back. 

GET THE LOOK…  

Exposed brick, even if it’s just a chimney 

breast, will add rich colour and texture, 

while old floorboards create character, 

especially if you bring out the warm natural 

colour. Contrast with a simple kitchen. 

Look at Ikea’s Voxtorp handleless kitchen 

doors, from £25 for 60cm, and team with  

a white metal and wood-topped table  

such as the sleek Dot, £593, Calligaris. 



23 
COPPERY ACCENTS  
Warm russet metallics and a chunky 

wooden table soften this light-flooded 

dining space. Using mismatched chairs and 

coordinating but not identical lights hung 

at different levels increases the laid-back 

look of the room. The polished concrete 

floor and white-painted brick wall add 

texture to the industrial feel. 

GET THE LOOK…  
Recreate a white brick-wall effect with 

wallpaper, such as Galerie’s Brick Wall 

White, £34.95 a roll, from Wallpaperdirect. 

Extra-large tiles will bring a feeling of a 

polished concrete floor – try Tile Mountain 

for a good range. The black metal-framed 

floor-to-ceiling windows don’t need the 

addition of curtains. For a similar table, try 

Loaf’s Scrumpy, £645.

Try Graham and Green’s 

glass-fronted Buffet cabinet, 

£350. Find old school and rattan 

chairs at Out There Interiors 



M O D E R N  I N D U S T R I A L
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26 
EASY CHARM  
Textures, such as the gnarled wooden legs on 

this side table or a painted brickwork wall add interest.

GET THE LOOK…   

Layer up a modern sofa, such as the cosy Margot in 

Pebble Soft wool, £1,190, from sofa.com, with a 

pompom-trimmed throw and linen bolster cushion. 

24 
ELEMENTS FROM NATURE  
Reclaimed teak furniture, a woven sisal rug 

and potted houseplants soften this large space.

GET THE LOOK…  
Designate different zones to prevent big rooms 

feeling too empty. For instance, install made-to-

measure shelving to transform a corner into a library.

27 
WOOD WORKS  
Red and terracotta accents bring warmth  

to this bold black and neutral dining space. 

GET THE LOOK… 
Choose a matt black paint for one wall adjacent to  

or opposite the window – you can’t get darker than 

Farrow & Ball’s Pitch Black, £39.50 for 2.5L. 

25 
BRIGHTER STORAGE  

Practical built-in shelving is transformed with 

a woodland-scene mural fixed to the wall behind.  

GET THE LOOK…  

Match the matt black of the stove to the mural. Mr 

Perswall has a good range that can be printed to fit, 

from £30 a sq metre. See Morso for statement stoves.



22  housebeautiful.co.uk
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28 
SUBTLE COLOURS  
This bedroom showcases the perfect 

mix of cool industrial with pretty touches.  

A warehouse-style painted brick wall and 

utilitarian furniture contrasts with delicate 

hanging glass vases filled with pale pink 

roses. Patterned tiles in fresh green make  

a feature of the floor, adding subtle colour 

echoed with soft-hued linens.

GET THE LOOK…  

Cover the wall behind the bed with a faux 

brick covering such as Arthouse White Brick 

wallpaper, £12.99 for a 10m roll, Argos.  

Add a painted Shaker peg rail to display 

vases, frames, even your favourite jewellery.

For a similar simple white 

painted metal bed see the 

Oliver, £299, from Feather 

& Black. Sea Green crushed 

linen collection, from £45 

for a pillowcase, at Volga 

Linen. Metal stool bedside 

table, £79, Rose & Grey

TOPPS TILES TIP  
When the rest of the room is 

plain, bring texture, pattern and 
a focal point with floor tiles.  
For instance, the traditional 

Victorian design of Topps Tiles 
Berkeley range (behind) would 
look great in a period property. 
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29 
WOOD CONTRASTS  

Matt black on the walls, cabinets 

and bar stools makes a feature of the 

compact kitchen in this light living space. 

Jet accents throughout – a black-stained 

bookcase, graphic artwork and a collection 

of glossy vases – tie the scheme together.  

GET THE LOOK…  
Be bold and go for really dark painted 

kitchen units – Little Greene’s Jack Black, 

£19.25 for 2.5L, will make stainless-steel 

appliances stand out. Pair with a glossy 

black composite worktop and then paint 

breakfast bar stools to match – try Ikea’s 

Skogsta stools, £20 each, in Farrow & Ball’s 

Pitch Black Estate eggshell, £22 for 750ml. 

A block parquet floor creates a hint of old 

school assembly hall charm and contrasts 

with the black and white decor – copy the 

look using The Natural Wood Floor Co’s 

Walnut Parquet block, £58 a sq metre. 

Pure kitchen from John 

Lewis of Hungerford, 

£15,000. Instead of a 

tiled splashback, go  

for painted brickwork. 

Another Country’s 

Bench One, £333.74, is 

handcrafted in solid oak

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE



Looking for fabulous new flooring? Topps Tiles has a huge range  
to choose from, including gorgeous new exclusive collections

Dream f loors



T
his is the perfect time 

of year to revamp 

your home. Whether 

you want to update 

a kitchen, bathroom or dining 

room, choosing the right floor 

or wall tiles is a crucial step in 

transforming the space and 

giving it a real wow factor. 

There’s a trend now for 

patterned tiles – they’re a 

fantastic way of creating a 

beautiful focal point in a room. 

But if opting for a strong design 

seems daunting, head to Topps 

Tiles, the UK’s leading tile 

specialist, where the friendly 

and professional in-store teams 

can advise and help you make 

a choice that’s perfect for you, 

your home and your budget. 

Topps Tiles’ buyers travel 

the world looking for trends 

and inspiration and sourcing 

stunning designs and products. 

And with hundreds of tiles on 

offer, there’s something for 

every style of home. 

Many of the new ranges  

are designed exclusively by  

Topps Tiles so you won’t be able 

to find them anywhere else. 

Berkeley (above and left) is one 

of those gorgeous designs.  

Part of the Statement collection 

and inspired by Berkeley Square 

in London, it’s a fresh take 

on a classic Victorian pattern. 

Available in Charcoal, Rust and 

the colour of the moment, Slate 

Blue, these encaustic-inspired 

tiles will look fantastic in a 

bathroom, kitchen or hallway. 

 For more brilliant designs to 

transform your home, head 

to one of the 330 Topps Tiles 

stores. Find one near you by 

calling 0800 783 6262* or  

visit toppstiles.co.uk

4 0  I N S P I R I N G  R O O M  S C H E M E S  P R O M O T I O N

Inspiring choice
Visit Topps Tiles, where friendly staf will help 

you select from an amazing collection of 
modern and traditional designs

Perfect pattern
Give your home real wow factor with one of 
Topps Tiles’ exclusive new on-trend designs

Clockwise from opposite page: 

Thurston stone-inspired 

porcelain tiles; Archivo wall 

tiles designed in an aged, hand-

decorated style; Callan Brick 

(on floor), a weathered 

porcelain; Berkeley, from the 

Statement collection
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30 
COSY COMFORT  
This warm and relaxed living room 

mixes classic and contemporary pieces.  

Soft grey-green paint on the walls such as 

Earthborn’s Gregory’s Den, from £30.50 for 

2.5L, paired with off-white Bugle eggshell  

on the woodwork, updates traditional russet 

reds in the rug and chair fabric. Stripped and 

oiled pine floorboards bring instant warmth.  

GET THE LOOK…  

Laura Ashley’s Lynden Snuggler is available 

upholstered in traditional fabrics, from £675. 

Make it cosier with a mix of velvet and 

pompom-trimmed cushions. John Lewis has 

a huge range. Add a modern edge with an 

industrial-style wood and metal-frame coffee 

table such as the Poste, £245 from Loaf. 

Find flatweave rugs in 

gorgeous rich hues at 

Mahout Lifestyle. For a 

touch of leather luxury,  

see Bethan Gray’s 

unique studded and 

trimmed side tables

Rustic country
Traditional furniture, warm colours and natural 
accessories create a rural escape

26  housebeautiful.co.uk
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33
FIFTIES FEEL  

Cool pastel shades on the walls, floor and 

units give this room a unique mid-century charm. 

GET THE LOOK…  

Paint the walls grey and the door in a sherbet yellow 

such as Dulux’s Lemon Spirit, £23.72 for 2.5L, B&Q. 

Match to Johnson Tiles Prismatic wall tiles in Mimosa. 

31 
PATTERN CLASH  
Bold designs on the curtains and sofa tone 

well due to the similar but reversed colour palette. 

GET THE LOOK…  

See Multiyork for patterned fabrics and this lovely 

Venice sofa, from £1,249. Add humour with a 

biscuit cushion. See Nikki McWilliams for more.

34 
COLOUR BURST  
A fern green Rayburn adds a dramatic twist 

to the sage and mandarin colour scheme.

GET THE LOOK…  
The Heritage Sage kitchen from Wickes, from £3,826, 

is great value. Earthborn’s Pumpkin Pie, £35 for 2.5L, 

has a soft tone that won’t overpower the space. 

32 
CALM AND COORDINATED 
Wall units painted in the same off-white 

shade as the walls add a sense of space to this kitchen. 

GET THE LOOK…  
An in-frame Shaker kitchen is perfect for creating  

a modern country feel. Look for a company that can 

hand-paint the units in any colour.

TOPPS TILES TIP 
Choosing the right colours 

for your tiles can really add 
to the style and warmth of a 
room. See the pastel hues of 

Topps Tiles Diamante range 
for ideas.
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Bold statement
Fabulous fabric and wallpaper designs, vibrant paint shades 
and statement furniture add up to a scheme full of impact

35 
HOT TROPICS  
The lush jungle look is a top trend  

at the moment and this stunning room uses 

it with lots of white, accented with touches 

of black. The retro pineapple bookends are 

fun, as is the modern take on traditional 

Victorian plant stands.

GET THE LOOK…  
Make the curtains the star of the room with 

a green palm leaf fabric – Tropicana by 

Matthew Williamson for Osborne & Little, 

around £55 a metre, has a fresh, modern  

look. Simple bare floorboards, treated with  

a whitewash stain, contrast with the sleek  

matt black desk. This Acapulco-style chair  

in jungle green is used as a desk chair.

For similar: The Hay Copenhague 

desk in black, £469, clippings.com. 

Bring in a colour accent with a Lime 

Acapulco chair, £250 from Bouf. 

Show off plants on minimal metal 

stands, from £27, Ferm Living, and 

don’t forget the accessory of the  

year – gold pineapple bookends,  

£48, Graham and Green



36 
INTO THE BLUE  

Using bold colour such as this 

turquoise makes everything put in front of 

it really stand out, so it’s ideal for showing 

off a white dinner service and glassware.

GET THE LOOK…  

Keep the rest of the decor muted – chalky 

whites and soft blues are perfect for the walls 

and additional units – but then go to town 

with the strongest shade of aqua on the 

inside of a dresser. Find your own vintage 

piece to reinvent using Annie Sloan’s Chalk 

paints, Provence is a lovely vibrant aqua, or 

have a custom piece designed. 

See John Lewis of 

Hungerford’s Artisan 

kitchen which comes in 

bold shades including 

Strong Aqua, Cherry  

Red and Hot Pink, from 

£25,000. For a lower cost 

option, you could buy an 

unpainted dresser such 

as Scumble Goosie’s 

country dresser, £1,299, 

and choose your own 

colour combination

House Beautiful APRIL 2016 29
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39 
OCEAN WAVE  
Add drama to your hallway with a stunning 

visual, such as this crashing seascape wallpaper.  

GET THE LOOK…  
The geometric design on the Cameron sideboard, 

£499, Atkin and Thyme, contrasts with the flowing 

drama of Cole & Son’s Great Wave, £72 a roll.

37
GOLDEN GLOW  
An unlined linen curtain in hot mustard 

yellow drapes luxuriously on the floor. 

GET THE LOOK…   
Villa Nova’s Copenhagen sheer panel in Sunray is £60 

a metre. Aldsworth table, £500, Garden Trading. The 

Wishbone chair, £108 from Bluesuntree, is similar. 

40 
NATURAL INSPIRATION  
Large-scale wallpaper in this bathroom 

transforms a bland room into a space with wow factor.

GET THE LOOK…  
Lily wallpaper, £72 a roll, Cole & Son, has a similar 

organic feel. Lagoon bath, £1,799; Metro tap, £549; 

both Bathstore. Eames RAR rocker, £442, Heal’s.

38 
INSIDE OUT  
Leaf-patterned wallpaper beside a floor-to-

ceiling window blurs the boundary with outside. 

GET THE LOOK…  
A design such as Great Vine, £95 a roll by Cole & Son, 

has a lush feel. The Eliza bed is £695 from Button & 

Sprung. Metal storage trunks, from £30, Habitat. 
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Annie Sloan 01865 713089; 
anniesloan.co.uk 
Another Country 020 7486 
3251; anothercountry.com
Atkin and Thyme 0844 409 
9834; atkinandthyme.co.uk
Atrium 020 7681 9933;  
atrium.ltd.uk
B&Q 0333 014 3098; diy.com
Bathstore 0800 023 2323; 
bathstore.com
Benjamin Moore  
01753 575756; 
benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk
Bethan Gray 020 3214 3150;  
bethangray.com
Bluesuntree 0116 267 0267; 
bluesuntree.co.uk 
Bodie and Fou 020 8450 5600; 
bodieandfou.com
Bouf 0845 519 2259; bouf.com
Button & Sprung 0333 320 
1801; buttonandsprung.com 
Calligaris calligaris.co.uk
clippings.com 020 7060 7422
Cole & Son 020 7376 4628; 
cole-and-son.com
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0744; 
coxandcox.co.uk 
CP Hart 0845 600 1950;  
cphart.co.uk 
Crosswater 0345 873 8840; 
crosswater.co.uk 
David Mellor 01433 650220; 
davidmellordesign.co.uk 
Dulux 0333 222 7171;  
dulux.co.uk 
Dunelm 0345 165 6565;  
dunelm.com
Dyke & Dean 01424 429202; 
dykeanddean.com
Earthborn 01928 734171;  
earthbornpaints.co.uk 
Ercol 01844 271800; ercol.com
Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; 
farrow-ball.com
Feather & Black 01243 380600; 
featherandblack.com
Ferm Living 00 45 7022 7523; 
fermliving.com
Fired Earth 0845 293 8798; 
firedearth.com 
G Plan Vintage gplanvintage.co.uk
Galerie Wallcoverings 01892 
700730; galeriehome.co.uk
Garden Trading 0845 608 4448; 
gardentrading.co.uk 

Gas & Air 01508 499883; 
gasandairstudios.co.uk
Graham and Green 020 8987 
3700; grahamandgreen.co.uk 
Habitat 0344 499 1111;  
habitat.co.uk
Harvey Maria 0845 680 1231; 
harveymaria.co.uk 
Heal’s 020 7896 7451; heals.com
Hillarys 0800 916 6524;  
hillarys.co.uk
Homebase 0345 077 8888; 
homebase.co.uk
Ian Mankin 020 7722 0997; 
ianmankin.co.uk
Ikea 020 3645 0000; ikea.co.uk
John Lewis 0345 604 9049; 
johnlewis.com
John Lewis of Hungerford 
john-lewis.co.uk
Johnson Tiles 01782 575575;  
johnson-tiles.com 
Jotul 01527 506010;  
jotuluk.com 
Korla 020 7603 7498; 
korlahome.com 
Laura Ashley 0333 200 8009; 
lauraashley.com
Le Creuset 0800 373792; 
lecreuset.co.uk 
Linenme 020 8133 3853; 
linenme.com 
Little Greene 020 7935 8844; 
littlegreene.com
Loaf 0845 468 0697; loaf.com
Magnet 01325 469441;  
magnet.co.uk 
Mahout Lifestyle 0845 116 
6333; mahoutlifestyle.com
Morso 01788 554412;  
morso.co.uk
Mr Perswall 020 8442 8844; 
mrperswall.co.uk
Multiyork 0333 358 3567; 
multiyork.co.uk 
My Splashbacks 0121 525 
3654; mysplashbacks.co.uk
Natural Wood Floor Co (The) 
020 8871 9771; 
naturalwoodfloor.co.uk 
Nikki McWilliams 
nikkimcwillliams.com
notonthehighstreet.com  
0345 259 1359 
Old Cinema London (The)  
020 8995 4166;  
theoldcinema.co.uk  

Olive & The Fox  
01892 614197;  
oliveandthefox.co.uk
Original Style 01392 473000; 
originalstyle.com 
Osborne & Little 020 7352 
1456; osborneandlittle.com 
Parna 01865 522272;  
parna.co.uk 
Pots of Paint 01544 388535; 
potsofpaint.com
Reborn 01903 716183; 
rebornpaints.co.uk 
Ronseal 0114 240 9469;  
ronseal.co.uk 
Rose & Grey 0161 926 8763; 
roseandgrey.co.uk 
Rowen & Wren 01932 847538; 
rowenandwren.co.uk
Sandberg 0800 731 9622; 
sandbergab.se/en/ 
Sanderson 0844 543 9500; 
sanderson-uk.com
Scumble Goosie 01453 731305; 
scumble-goosie.co.uk 
Second Nature 01325 505539;  
sncollection.co.uk

Simpsons 0345 873 8840; 
simpsons-enclosures.co.uk
Sisal & Seagrass 020 8558 0887; 
sisalandseagrass.co.uk
sofa.com 0345 400 2222 
Tesco Direct 0330 123 4050; 
tesco.com/direct
Tile Mountain 01782 223822;  
tilemountain.co.uk 
Topps Tiles 0800 783 6262; 
toppstiles.co.uk   
Villa Nova 01623 756699; 
villanova.co.uk
Vintage Crates 01636 525352; 
vintagecratesuk.co.uk
Volga Linen 0844 499 1609; 
volgalinen.co.uk 
Wallpaperdirect 01323 430886; 
wallpaperdirect.com
Walls and Floors 01536 314730; 
wallsandfloors.co.uk
Wickes 0330 123 4123;  
wickes.co.uk 
Woven 020 7193 0505;  
woven.co.uk
Wren Kitchens 0345 127 7008; 
wrenkitchens.com
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