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Google will pay about $140 million in British 
back taxes in a concession driven by a shift in 
how the Internet company will measure its 
success in the United Kingdom. The amount 
translates into 130 million pounds.

The accord disclosed Friday comes amid 
mounting criticism that Google and other major 
U.S. companies have been scrimping on their tax 
bills with a variety of accounting maneuvers that 
have rankled governments around the world.

In the United Kingdom, for instance, Google 
has been facing accusations that it hasn’t 
been paying its fair share of taxes in a country 
that represents its second largest market 
outside the U.S. Similar complaints have been 
leveled against at Facebook, Amazon.com and 
Starbucks in the U.K.

Google has been minimizing its tax bill for 
years in the U.K. by keeping its headquarters in 

GOOGLE TO PAY 
$140 MILLION  
IN BACK TAXES  

IN BRITAIN
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Ireland, where rates are lower. The strategy has 
helped Google boost its profits and its stock 
price and fatten its bank accounts. Google and 
its recently formed parent company, Alphabet 
Inc., have about $73 billion in cash.

The tax-reduction tactics spurred a six-year 
inquiry into Google’s practices by an arm of the 
British government, Her Majesty’s Revenue and 
Customs, or HMRC.

Although Google insists it never broke any laws, 
the company says it agreed with the HRMC on 
a change that reflects the “size and scope” of its 
U.K. operations.

The accounting switch, retroactive to 2005, 
requires Google to base its U.K. tax bill on ad 
revenue generated in the country instead of 
just profit.

Google’s U.K. ad revenue totaled $5.1 billion 
through the first nine months of last year, that 
a 7 percent increase from the same time in 
2014. That accounted for 10 percent of Google’s 
revenue during the period.

The agreement in Britain may foreshadow 
similar concessions in other overseas countries.

“The way multinational companies are taxed 
has been debated for many years and the 
international tax system is changing as a result,” 
Google said in its statement.

Google has rankled U.S. lawmakers by keeping 
most of its cash overseas so it won’t be taxed, 
a practice that the company has given no 
indication that it’s ready to abandon. As of Sept. 
30, Google kept 50 percent of its cash - $42 
billion - in overseas accounts.
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Four of Twitter’s key executives are leaving the 
company in an exodus that has escalated the 
uncertainty facing the messaging service as it 
struggles to broaden its audience and lure back 
disillusioned investors.

Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey announced the 
management shake-up late Sunday after 
technology news site Re/Code reported the 
changes earlier in the day.

Dorsey described the departures as voluntary, 
a characterization that three of the four exiting 
executives echoed in their own posts.

The upheaval leaves Twitter without its  
top engineering executive, Alex Roetter; its  
top products executive, Kevin Weil; its head  
of human resources, Skip Schipper; and  
Katie Stanton, who oversaw the company’s 
media partnerships.

TWITTER PARTS 
WITH 4 KEY EXECS 

IN LATEST SIGN  
OF TURMOIL
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Dorsey is turning over supervision of the human 
resources and media teams to Twitter’s chief 
operating officer, Adam Bain, and assigned 
engineering to the company’s chief technology 
officer, Adam Messinger. Bain and Messinger will 
share some of the responsibilities for creating 
and running Twitter’s various products.

This is the second major fissure in Twitter’s ranks 
since Dorsey was named the San Francisco 
company’s permanent CEO in October. His 
hiring followed a three-month stint as interim 
CEO after the resignation of his predecessor, 
Dick Costolo.

In one of his first moves, Dorsey laid off more 
than 300 employees, or about 8 percent of 
Twitter’s workforce, to trim expenses at a 
company that has never turned a profit since its 
service started nearly a decade ago.

It’s not unusual for CEOs to reshuffle 
management shortly after their arrival.

But analysts interpreted Twitter’s changes as  
a distress signal instead of a reason to hope  
that the company is starting to head in the 
right direction.

“We don’t see how the departure of the heads 
of three major business divisions can be viewed 
as a positive in the middle of an attempted 
business turnaround,” Stifel analyst Scott 
Devitt wrote in a research note. Devitt had 
been recommending Twitter’s stock before the 
management departures prompted him to 
reverse his opinion.

In another note, Citi analyst Mark May said the 
defections may prolong Dorsey’s attempt to 
turn around Twitter and could hint at problems 
that may surface Feb. 10 when the company is 
scheduled to report its results for the final three 
months of last year.

Twitter’s stock shed 56 cents, or 3 percent, to 
$17.28 in Monday’s afternoon trading. The 
shares have plunged by 52 percent since Dorsey 
became interim CEO last July, leaving them well 
below their price of $26 when they were sold in 
an initial public offering in November 2013.
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The downturn reflects concerns that Twitter 
isn’t going to get much bigger than it is now, 
after a long streak of torrid growth in its early 
years. Twitter’s active users grew from 308 
million in March to 320 million in September, 
a measly gain compared to the much larger 
Facebook, which added 104 million users 
during the same span. Facebook has more than 
1.5 billion active users.

Twitter is trying to make its service more 
appealing with a feature called “Moments” that 
compiles photos, video and messages about 
big news events. Twitter also is considering 
expanding the restrictions on tweets beyond 
the 140-character limit that has defined the 
service since its debut.

Now, Twitter’s board appears ready to undergo 
a makeover that Dorsey has been hinting 
would happen.
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Citing unidentified people familiar with the 
matter, both The Wall Street Journal and The 
New York Times reported Twitter is about to 
name two new directors, including a well-
known media executive, to its eight-member 
board. It’s not clear which of Twitter’s current 
directors will leave.

Twitter last year named a former  
Google executive, Omid Kordestani, as  
its executive chairman.

Although the changes will probably increase the 
turmoil within Twitter, Gartner Inc. analyst Brian 
Blau believes they’re necessary.

“Losing a pretty significant chunk of their 
management team should open the door 
to even more changes,” Blau said. “This is a 
signal that they are planning to do something 
different, and that could be good. It’s pretty 
obvious that something is not working there.”
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Visitors to a new exhibition at The Dali Museum 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, won’t just be looking at 
art. Thanks to virtual reality, they’ll be exploring 
a Dali painting in a dreamy, three-dimensional 
world that turns art appreciation into an 
unforgettable, immersive experience.

The new exhibition, “Disney and Dali: 
Architects of the Imagination,” tells the story 
of the relationship between Salvador Dali, 
the surrealist artist, and Walt Disney, the great 
American animator and theme-park pioneer.

But the museum exhibition’s highlight comes 
after visitors have seen the Disney-Dali show’s 

VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCE 
HIGHLIGHT OF NEW DALI 

MUSEUM SHOW
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paintings, story sketches, correspondence, 
photos and other artifacts. As visitors leave 
the exhibition area, they’ll be invited to don a 
headset to try the virtual reality experience.

Called “Dreams of Dali,” the VR experience 
takes viewers inside Dali’s 1935 painting 
“Archeological Reminiscence of Millet’s ‘Angelus.’” 
The painting depicts two towering stone 
figures along with tiny human figures in a bare 
landscape with a moody sky. Users can move 
around inside the painting, using Oculus Rift 
headsets to navigate a trippy three-dimensional 
environment that includes motifs from other 
Dali works like elephants, birds, ants and his 
“Lobster Telephone” sculpture.

Accompanied by a haunting piano soundtrack 
punctuated by bird cries, the VR visuals also 
include a crescent moon, a stone tunnel and 
even an image of rocker Alice Cooper, whom 
Dali featured in a hologram he created in 1973.

“You actually have a three-dimensional feeling 
that you’re inside a painting,” said Jeff Goodby, 
whose firm Goodby Silverstein & Partners 
created the VR experience. “It’s not just like 
you’re inside a sphere with things being 
projected. It’s actually like there are objects 
closer and further away and you’re walking 
amidst them. It’s a vulnerable feeling you give 
yourself up to. It’s not like anything you’ve ever 
felt before.” The VR experience was previewed 
in New York for the media 10 days before its 
opening Saturday at the Florida museum.

Disney and Dali met in the 1940s in Hollywood, 
according to museum director Hank Hine. “Their 
sensibilities were very connected,” Hine said. 
“They wanted to take art off the palette, out of 
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the canvas and into the world.” The exhibition 
looks at the castle motif that became a symbol 
of Disney parks, along with Dali’s “Dream of 
Venus” pavilion from the 1939 World’s Fair, which 
some consider a precursor of contemporary 
installation art.

Disney and Dali also collaborated on a short 
animated movie, “Destino,” that was eventually 
completed by Disney Studios. The six-minute 
movie, which can be found on YouTube, features 
a dancing girl with long dark hair, a sundial motif 
and a song with the line, “You came along out 
of a dream. ... You are my destino.” Clips will be 
played within the gallery for the Disney-Dali 
exhibition and the full short will be shown at the 
museum’s theater.

The show also displays the Dali painting that 
inspired the VR experience, “Archeological 
Reminiscence of Millet’s ‘Angelus.’” The surrealist 
work was Dali’s interpretation of a 19th-century 
painting by Jean-Francois Millet depicting two 
peasants in a field, heads bowed in prayer. Dali 
said that his work was a “fantasy during which I 
imagined sculptures of the two figures in Millet’s 
‘Angelus’ carved out of the highest rocks.”

Museum marketing director Kathy Greif said 
record numbers of visitors attended its last 
two major shows exploring Dali’s relationships 
with Andy Warhol and Pablo Picasso. Given the 
Disney brand’s immense popularity and the VR 
novelty, attendance expectations for this show 
are high as well.

Dali “wanted art that took you over,” said 
Goodby. “He wanted to take you away and do 
something different with your head and that’s 
what this does.”
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If You Go...

VIRTUAL REALITY TRAILER: “Dreams of Dali,” 
http://thedali.org/dreams-of-dali

DISNEY AND DALI: Exhibition through June 
12 at the Dali Museum, One Dali Blvd., St. 
Petersburg, Florida; http://www.thedali.org or 
727-823-3767. Open daily 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays until 8 p.m. Adults, $24; discounts for 
seniors, military, students, children.
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Star-studded financial crisis comedy “The Big 
Short” gained some much-need Oscar equity 
Saturday night, receiving the Producers Guild 
of America’s highest film award at a Los Angeles 
ceremony that also reflected on Hollywood’s 
diversity crisis.

After gaining some early momentum in 
Hollywood’s award season, “The Big Short” 
starring Christian Bale, Steve Carell, Ryan Gosling 
and Brad Pitt lost some traction this month 
when it failed to win the top prizes at the Golden 
Globes and Critics Choice awards.

Many of the PGA’s 7,000 members are also Oscar 
voters and for the past eight years, the guild’s 
choices for its top trophy went on to win the 
best-picture prize at the Academy Awards.

Other films that were up for the PGA’s top honor 
this year included “Bridge of Spies,” ‘’Brooklyn,” 
‘’Ex Machina,” “Mad Max: Fury Road,” ‘’The 
Martian,” ‘’The Revenant,” ‘’Sicario,” ‘’Spotlight” 
and “Straight Outta Compton.”

The PGA ceremony followed a momentous 
week in Hollywood when outrage about the 
Academy Awards’ second straight year of all-
white acting nominees, as well as some glaring 
omissions in the best picture nods, led to calls 
for a boycott of the Oscar show and then on 
Friday, sweeping reforms announced by the 
motion picture academy.

The crisis dominated talk on the PGA red  
carpet and “The Big Short” co-producer Dede 
Gardner made reference to the issue in his 
acceptance speech.

“And then also to just kill the elephant in the 
room,” he told the black-tie audience. “Yes, we 
have a real problem. We do. We do. We have 
privilege in our hands. We are storytellers. We 
need to tell stories that reflect our world and our 
country and all streets and roads and corners.”

Other PGA trophies presented Saturday night 
included “Inside Out” for animated feature, 
“Amy” for documentary feature, “Fargo” for 
television movie or miniseries, “Game of 
Thrones” for TV drama series, “Transparent” 
for TV comedy series and “Comedians in Cars 
Getting Coffee” for digital series.

Conspicuously missing from this year’s PGA 
feature nominees were critics favorite “Carol” 
and “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” which 
became the highest-grossing film ever in North 
America earlier this month.

Next up on the pre-Oscar awards circuit are the 
Screen Actors Guild Awards on Jan. 30, the Feb. 
6 Directors Guild honors and the Writer Guild 
ceremony on Feb.13. The 87th annual Academy 
Awards will be presented Feb. 28.
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Winter is bearing down anew, and Harvard 
University students have been engineering 
new ways to deal with it.

Eighteen juniors representing several 
engineering disciplines in professor David 
Mooney’s problem-solving and design 
class spent the fall semester inventing a 
robotic remote-control rooftop snowblower, 
a superheated icicle cutter and a freeze-
resistant doormat.

The projects grew out of meetings with the 
university’s Facilities Maintenance Operations 
department, which is responsible for clearing 
snow from the 5,000-acre campus and was 
particularly challenged last winter when the 
Boston area got more than 9 feet of snow. 
Harvard shut down several times, the  
first  time campus closed since the infamous 
Blizzard of ‘78.

BRAINS VS. BLIZZARDS: 
HARVARD STUDENTS TAKE 

ON SNOW REMOVAL
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“Don’t get me wrong, FMO did an impressive 
job last winter,” electrical engineering major 
Peyton Fine said. “But we wanted to somehow 
improve their operations. We wanted to make 
it easier to get around campus safely and keep 
workers safe.”

A major problem is clearing snow off Harvard’s 
many old and flat-roofed buildings. The  
main Cambridge/Boston campus has about 
500 buildings.

The students retrofitted a commercial 
snowblower that can be controlled using a 
modified video game control pad and can be 
operated remotely, even from inside a nice, 
warm office. It eliminates the need for workers 
to spend time on slippery rooftops where they 
risk falling.

Another potential hazard for workers is clearing 
icicles off eaves. The students’ research found 
that about 150 people a year are killed in the U.S. 
trying to clear snow and icicles off rooftops.

For that problem, the students came up with 
a device resembling a roof rake, with a long 
handle topped with a Y-shaped head that 
holds a super-heated wire that can quickly 
slice through the thickest of icicles while the 
operator stands on firm ground.

The students also developed a durable freeze-
resistant hydrogel mat to keep doorways and 
steps ice free.

The class was one of the most practical junior 
bioengineering major Cassie Lowell has taken.

“It’s a unique class in the sense is that we’re 
given a lot of freedom,” she said. “It was a really 
hands-on, real-world experience.”
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The students and Mooney stress that all 
their inventions are prototypes and won’t be 
deployed on campus this winter. But some 
of the students plan to keep working on 
them, with the goal of one day making them 
commercially available.

Fine said he’d love to walk into a hardware store 
in the future and see the items for sale.

“Just like someone has a leaf blower in their 
garage, we’d love to see someone have an icicle 
cutter in the garage one day,” he said.
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A Nevada board gave final approval Friday 
to tax incentives to attract electric carmaker 
Faraday Future to Nevada, formalizing a deal 
that state lawmakers authorized in a special 
session last month.

The unanimous vote from the Governor’s Office 
of Economic Development board came after 
plenty of praise for the company and predictions 
that the car factory will revitalize hard-hit North 
Las Vegas, its future home.

“This is a transformative project. This probably 
comes along once in a generation,” said Gov. 
Brian Sandoval, who chairs the board and said 
the company picked North Las Vegas out of 
287 potential sites. “I want to thank you for your 
belief in Nevada.”

Faraday representatives said the company 
hopes to break ground on its $1 billion 
North Las Vegas factory by the end of the 

NEVADA BOARD 
GIVES FINAL 

APPROVAL TO 
FARADAY TAX 
INCENTIVES
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month, although the exact day depended 
on contractor availability. The first step in the 
process is to grade the site, and Faraday plans 
to move equipment into the building by the 
end of 2016 if all infrastructure is in place.

Car production is expected to begin in the 
next couple of years. At peak production, the 
company hopes to be churning out 150,000 cars 
a year and employing 4,500 people.

Faraday unveiled a concept car earlier this 
month that drew comparisons to the Batmobile. 
The design, which is expected to change before 
the mass production phase, included a single 
seat inspired by NASA, tunnels below the car to 
funnel air through and a smartphone dock on 
the steering wheel.

“I was incredibly impressed,” Sandoval said about 
the concept. “It validated the fact that Faraday 
Future is the real deal and that they’re going to 
be a player in the electric vehicle industry.”

Lawmakers hadn’t seen any Faraday product 
when they approved an incentive package that 
includes $215 million in tax breaks and $120 
million in road, rail and water improvements 
at the arid Apex Industrial Park. But they did 
know the company, headquartered in Gardena, 
California, was backed by billionaire Chinese 
entrepreneur Jia Yueting.

The board also granted state economic 
development director Steve Hill the authority 
to implement details of the deal. Hill and 
Sandoval said the economic development office 
will still be accountable to the board and the 
Legislature, and will report back regularly on the 
project’s progress.
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WHY CUPERTINO IS FOCUSED ON 
PARTNERSHIPS IN 2016 

If you are wondering what life at Apple 
headquarters in Cupertino will really be about in 
2016, one word may just sum it up: partnerships. 
With major linkups having been confirmed 
in recent months and years with seemingly 
everyone from Beats Electronics and Cisco 
to Microsoft and Hermes - to say nothing of 
the others rumored to be on the way - Apple 
appears to be intently focused on the liaisons 
with other big players that will enable it to 
improve its apps, products and revenues. 

Such partnerships aren’t merely for Apple’s 
benefit, of course - after all, there can be few 
more desirable partnerships for corporations 
in a wide range of sectors than one with 
the world’s most valuable company and its 
gadgets. It is thanks to such great partnerships 
that Apple is already positioning its brand 
in some very special places, prompting the 
chatter of market analysts and the interest of 
other corporations and consumers alike. 

So, what are the strategic relationships that 
Apple has already got itself into, what have been 
the results of these linkups and what will be the 
next big breakthrough partnership? 
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APPLE AND BEATS: GETTING MUSIC 
FANS BACK INTO iDEVICES 

As proud as Apple CEO Tim Cook and company 
have undoubtedly always been of the firm’s 
achievement of revolutionizing the digital 
music market with the iPod and iTunes in the 
2000s, those days are now gone, and there’s no 
doubt that Apple has lost a little bit of its mojo 
in this department in the last few years, having 
been intruded upon by streaming services like 
Spotify and Pandora. 

In this respect, the company’s $3 billion 
purchase of hip headphone maker Beats 
Electronics was perhaps just what it needed. 
There was initially confusion over the logic 
of such a deal on Apple’s part, with some 
industry observers suggesting that it was 
Beats’ streaming service that most caught 
Cook’s eye. 

However, the boys and girls at Cupertino have 
evidently also been drawing on the very real 
earphone knowhow of Dr Dre’s staffers, at 
least according to reports that completely 
new Bluetooth headphones are under 
development that could be launched 
alongside the iPhone 7 in the fall.  With the 
new earphones apparently being completely 
wireless - lacking even a cable to connect 
the left and right ear pieces - while also 
incorporating a noise-cancelling microphone 
system, we suspect that this linkup could be 
instrumental to restoring iDevices’ ‘coolness’ 
among many, especially younger music lovers.    
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EVEN IBM AND CISCO ARE GETTING  
IN ON THE MAGIC 

It’s well-known that Apple wants to carve 
itself a greater presence in the enterprise 
world, although it has so far only tentatively 
attempted to do so, Jackdaw Research 
principal analyst Jan Dawson having 
described the Californian giant’s approach 
as “a little bit here, a little bit there”.   Firm 
examples of what Dawson also called “salami 
tactics” include - as well as the recently 
launched 12.9-inch iPad Pro - partnerships  
with IBM and Cisco. 

The former relationship is surely an “odd 
couple” if ever there was one, given Apple’s 
prowess in engaging ordinary consumers and 
IBM being - in the words of TechCrunch writer 
Ron Miller - “the quintessential buttoned-
down corporation with an enterprise 
pedigree.”  However, it is also those cultural 
differences between the two tech titans that 
seem to be making the partnership work. 

More than 100 business-oriented apps 
have now been created by IBM for Apple’s 
iPhone and iPad, including the likes of Shift 
Track for Managers - designed to enable more 
intelligent staffing and scheduling - and Travel 
Plan for Business Travelers, which is aimed at 
making business trip planning a simpler and 
more intuitive experience.  No less exciting 
than the present Apple and IBM relationship, 
however, are the future possibilities in everything 
from aviation and industry to architecture and 
services, the iPad Pro with its Pencil surely 
only maximizing the scope for Apple to finally 
make a big impact on the enterprise market.
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By comparison with the high level of detail 
that accompanied the confirmation of the 
Apple and IBM partnership in the summer of 
2014, the press release announcing a linkup 
with networking giant Cisco last August was 
rather vague.  The statement’s declaration that 
the two companies would “create a fast lane for 
iOS business users” prompted Dawson to ask: 
“What does that actually mean? Does it mean 
iOS traffic will be prioritized? Is it related to 
routing? Why not come out and say it?”

However hazy the details on Apple’s new Cisco 
partnership may remain for now, it is at least 
another indication of Apple’s attractiveness to 
key enterprise partners and the iPhone maker’s 
commitment to making such relationships 
happen as we enter 2016.
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THERE’S FINALLY PEACE WITH 
MICROSOFT, TOO 

Another recent Apple partner that has 
achieved similar enterprise success, and which 
may on the surface be an even unlikelier friend 
of the Cupertino firm than IBM, is Microsoft. 
One of the most notable things in hindsight 
to happen at Apple’s iPad Pro launch event in 
September was the appearance of Microsoft 
executive Kirk Koenigsbauer, who strode onto 
the San Francisco stage to demonstrate the 
capabilities of his employer’s Office software 
on the new enlarged tablet.

But it’s not just about the iPad Pro - if you 
navigate to the App Store right now, you’ll find 
iPhone and iPad versions of everything from 
Word, Excel and PowerPoint to OneDrive, 
OneNote and Remote Desktop, in another 
indication that the three-decade relationship 
between the two firms has entered its most 
peaceful phase yet.

Such apps show how current Microsoft chief 
executive Satya Nadella has quietly worked to 
take the corporation in a different direction to 
that seen under his predecessor Steve Ballmer, 
productively collaborating with Apple rather 
than aggressively opposing. These are apps that 
truly help to integrate two worlds that have 
for so long been at loggerheads - iOS and the 
PC - and it seems that you, I and other ordinary 
consumers will be the biggest winners. 
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SIGNIFICANT ENTRANCES INTO  
FASHION AND CARS 

It’s always interesting to see the wide range of 
ways in which Apple’s partnerships manifest 
- not least as they don’t always involve fellow 
technology firms. A clear recent example of that 
is the Apple Watch Hermes Collection, which 
makes available the already-iconic wearable in 
stainless steel with various finely-crafted leather 
bands created by the luxury brand Hermes, 
including the Single Tour, Double Tour and Cuff.  
These models are all priced above $1,000 in the 
United States. 

But if Apple’s interventions in the fashion market 
are enthralling, its entry into the automotive 
industry could be positively momentous. 
Rumors persist of a partnership with BMW that 
could build on the work already undertaken by 
the German marque with the five-door electric 
i3. The car is the manufacturer’s first zero-
emissions mass produced vehicle and has been 
decorated with awards, but if there’s one thing it 
isn’t doing so well, it’s selling, only around 30,000 
vehicles having apparently been handed over to 
owners since the model’s 2013 launch. 

The idea is that Apple could apply its undeniable 
knack with customers to a new brand - BMW i - 
that certainly needs it right now, the prestigious 
image of both companies presumably 
unlikely to hurt either. In an article for Forbes 
last September, tech writer Theo Priestley 
outlined a host of reasons why such a linkup 
could happen, including boardroom changes 
at BMW and Apple’s recent design work on 
MacBook batteries. 
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In turn, BMW would presumably apply certain 
i3 features and technology in ways of more 
direct benefit to Apple’s current iDevice and 
Mac customers. The German brand’s recent 
design work on several Embraer executive jets, 
including the Phenom 300 and 100E, points to 
even more tantalizing possibilities in a perhaps 
more distant future.

So, with such exciting partnerships fast gaining 
in both number and significance, it seems 
that Apple has never been in a more outward-
looking phase of its history than it is now. That 
has to be great news for everyone - not least the 
ordinary consumers, like us, who will stand to 
benefit most in the months and years ahead.

by Benjamin Kerry & Gavin Lenaghan
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No one shows the landscape of human grief and 
trauma quite like Kenneth Lonergan.

It sometimes seems like the playwright turned 
director of both “You Can Count On Me” and 
“Margaret” knows us better than we know 
ourselves. His movies look and feel like life - 
it’s no wonder our souls can only handle one 
every few years.

“Manchester by the Sea,” his third feature which 
premiered at the Sundance Film Festival on 
Saturday to a massive standing ovation, is truly 
a masterpiece.

In its simplest form, “Manchester by the Sea” 
is about family, tragedy and aftermath. Casey 
Affleck plays Lee Chandler, a custodian in 
Boston for some scummy apartment buildings. 
He lives alone in an unadorned room. He fixes 
toilets as silently and as stoically as one can. He 
turns down frequent advances with a simple 
“that’s all right.” And he gets into bar fights of 
his own making.
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Then his brother (played by Kyle Chandler) 
dies and he must return to his hometown to 
take care of his teenage nephew, Patrick (Lucas 
Hedges), forcing him to explore the reasons he 
had to leave years ago.

There is no easy way to sum up what the film is 
about. Part of its impact is how Lonergan allows 
the story to reveal itself to the audience as he 
elegantly weaves together past and present, 
building tension to a devastating crescendo 
midway through. To even describe who the 
other actors play would be too much, but, 
suffice it to say that both Michelle Williams and 
Gretchen Mol are pivotal.

And while it might be a drama to its core, it is 
neither dreary nor self-indulgent. It’s also packed 
with wit and humor as well.

“It’s about the relationship between very sad, 
terrible losses and the connections to other 

people that make them painful and can also get 
you through them - or at least keep you afloat,” 
Lonergan said prior to the Festival. “You have a 
very damaged man and a very good-natured, 
cheerful, energetic, determined kid who are 
thrown together in a town where one doesn’t 
want to be and the other doesn’t want to leave.”

After the film premiered, Affleck told a sobbing 
audience that the experience has made him a 
better actor.

Hedges, who had a small role in “Moonrise 
Kingdom” said, too, that the raw emotion of so 
many of the scenes are “often more fulfilling and 
therapeutic than destructive.”

The script has been in the works for years. 
Matt Damon, who produced, said that he and 
John Krasinski had come to Lonergan with an 
idea years ago. First Damon was to direct with 
Krasinski starring, then Damon was going to star 
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with Lonergan directing. But Damon’s schedule 
was just too full.

“I didn’t want to get in the way of a great movie 
being way,” Damon said. “I said to Kenny I don’t 
want to give this role up to anybody but Casey 
Affleck.”

Damon and Affleck had done a play with 
Lonergan in London over a decade ago, and 
Damon was also in “Margaret.”

While it is comically early in 2016, it’s hard to 
imagine that “Manchester by the Sea” won’t 
be considered one of the year’s best, if not the 
absolute best, by this time next year.

“People find ways to live with real tragedy, but 
some people don’t,” Lonergan said. “I thought 
maybe they deserve to have a movie made 
about them too.”
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Viacom Inc. says CEO Philippe Dauman’s 
compensation rose 22 percent to $54.2 million 
in the company’s latest fiscal year, a period 
when its stock fell more than 40 percent.

The disclosure in a securities filing Friday 
includes a $17 million contract-renewal  
bonus that the company didn’t mention in a 
pre-release of executive pay details Wednesday. 
Viacom’s early release of pay information 
showed a 16 percent compensation decline  
for Dauman when the signing bonus was  
not included.

VIACOM CEO PAY ROSE 22  
PERCENT IN YEAR STOCK TUMBLED
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The New York-based owner of Nickelodeon, 
MTV, Comedy Central and Paramount Pictures 
pre-released the executive pay data after a 
shareholder lawsuit alleged company was 
overpaying controlling shareholder Sumner 
Redstone. It showed Redstone’s compensation 
in fiscal 2015, which ended in September, 
declined 85 percent to $2 million from $13 
million in fiscal 2014.

The company’s full executive compensation 
report came out in the regulatory filing Friday.

Redstone, 92, is embroiled in a legal battle in 
Los Angeles brought by his former caregiver 
after control of his personal care was handed 
over to Dauman. On Friday, the judge in 
that case ordered Redstone undergo a new 
examination of his health and mental capacity.
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Apple is bracing for its first sales decline in 
13 years, despite selling a record 74.8 million 
iPhones in the final three months of 2015.

The giant tech company says revenue could 
fall at least 8.6 percent during the January-
March quarter, compared with a year earlier. 
Analysts say the latest iPhone models are selling 
reasonably well, but they’re not providing the 
boost Apple needs to match the massive sales 
growth it enjoyed last year.

The company inched past its previous record, 
established when it sold 74.5 million iPhones 
in the holiday quarter of 2014. But Tuesday’s 
forecast implies Apple doesn’t expect to match 
the 61 million iPhones sold in last year’s January-
March quarter.

AFTER SETTING 
iPHONE RECORD, 
APPLE FORECASTS 
RARE SALES DROP
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Apple’s stock has been in a slump for months, 
as investors worry that the company won’t be 
able to duplicate last year’s growth in sales, 
which were in the double-digit percentages. 
In an interview, Chief Financial Officer Luca 
Maestri said a strong dollar helped reduce 
revenue, as sales made with foreign currencies 
abroad convert into fewer dollars. He also said 
the company isn’t concerned about what he 
characterized as a short-term slowing of growth, 
because it has a large base of customers who 
can be relied on to buy new devices and pay for 
other services.

“We think we’re in the strongest position we’ve 
ever been,” Maestri adding that the company 
estimates 1 billion Apple devices - including 
iPhones, iPads, Apple Watches and Mac 
computers - are now in active use.

The iPhone, however, is Apple’s biggest-selling 
product, contributing nearly two-thirds of its 
revenue and a similar share of profit. Despite the 
introduction of new models, analysts say global 
demand for new smartphones isn’t growing 
as fast as it has in recent years. Apple is also 
confronting an economic downturn in China, 
one of its biggest markets.

The giant tech company is in no financial 
danger. It earned $18.4 billion in profit for the 
October-December quarter, up 1.8 percent from 
a year earlier. It had $75.9 billion in revenue, 
an increase of 1.7 percent. Earnings amounted 
to $3.28 a share, which beat the $3.23 average 
forecast among analysts surveyed by FactSet. 
Revenue fell short of analysts’ estimates, which 
averaged $76.7 billion.
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No one expects Apple to match those results 
in the current, January-March quarter, as sales 
traditionally drop after the holiday shopping 
season and the introduction of new models. 
But Apple’s forecast, which calls for revenue 
between $50 billion and $53 billion in the 
current period, means the company will likely 
fall short of the $58 billion it had a year earlier.

That would be Apple’s first year-over-year sales 
decline since the January-March quarter of 
2003 - long before the company began selling 
iPhones and iPads. Back then, Apple was a 
fraction of its current size, reporting quarterly 
revenue of just $1.45 billion.
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While the iPhone has been a phenomenal 
success, analysts say it’s difficult to match the 
sales surge that Apple enjoyed last year, after 
it introduced the first iPhone models with 
significantly larger screens to compete with big-
screen phones from rivals like Samsung, which 
were hugely popular in Asia.

Analysts say last September’s release of two 
more big-screen phones, the iPhone 6S and 6S 
Plus, made less of a splash because they were 
viewed as relatively similar to the previous 
models, despite some new features. Analysts 
say the slight increase in sales for the December 
quarter came in part because Apple began 
selling the newest models several days earlier in 
key markets such as China.

Apple is expected to release the next iPhone 
models, with new features, later this year. That 
could fuel another surge in sales. Along with 
first-time buyers and people who switch from 
competitors’ phones, analysts say Apple can 
count on a loyal base of iPhone owners who will 
buy a new model every two years or so.

Skeptics, however, note that Apple hasn’t come 
up with a blockbuster product to replace the 
iPhone. The company’s latest report showed 
sales of Mac computers and iPads both declined 
in the previous quarter.

Apple has introduced new gadgets like a larger 
iPad for business users and the Apple Watch, 
along with new online services like Apple 
Pay, Apple Music and other apps. In a report 
this week, analyst Colin Gillis of BGC Financial 
warned that “the big issue for Apple” is whether 
the company can garner significant amounts of 
revenue from those new products.
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iPHONE, APPLE WATCH,  
SERVICES & APPLE TV DRIVE  
ALL - TIME RECORD REVENUE RESULTS 
PRODUCE RECORD QUARTERLY  
PROFIT OF $18.4 BILLION

CUPERTINO, California — January 26, 2016 — 
Apple® today announced financial results for 
its fiscal 2016 first quarter ended December 26, 
2015. The Company posted record quarterly 
revenue of $75.9 billion and record quarterly net 
income of $18.4 billion, or $3.28 per diluted share. 
These results compare to revenue of $74.6 billion 
and net income of $18 billion, or $3.06 per diluted 
share, in the year-ago quarter. Gross margin was 
40.1 percent compared to 39.9 percent in the 
year-ago quarter. International sales accounted 
for 66 percent of the quarter’s revenue.

PRESS RELEASE:

APPLE REPORTS 
RECORD FIRST 

QUARTER RESULTS
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“Our team delivered Apple’s biggest quarter ever, 
thanks to the world’s most innovative products 
and all-time record sales of iPhone, Apple Watch 
and Apple TV,” said Tim Cook, Apple’s CEO. “The 
growth of our Services business accelerated 
during the quarter to produce record results, 
and our installed base recently crossed a major 
milestone of one billion active devices.”

“Our record sales and strong margins drove all-
time records for net income and EPS in spite of 
a very difficult macroeconomic environment,” 
said Luca Maestri, Apple’s CFO. “We generated 
operating cash flow of $27.5 billion during the 
quarter, and returned over $9 billion to investors 
through share repurchases and dividends. We 
have now completed $153 billion of our $200 
billion capital return program.”

Apple is providing the following guidance for its 
fiscal 2016 second quarter:

• revenue between $50 billion and $53 billion
• gross margin between 39 percent and  

39.5 percent
• operating expenses between $6 billion and 

$6.1 billion
• other income/(expense) of $325 million
• tax rate of 25.5 percent

Apple’s board of directors has declared a cash 
dividend of $.52 per share of the Company’s 
common stock. The dividend is payable on 
February 11, 2016, to shareholders of record as 
of the close of business on February 8, 2016.

Live streaming of its Q1 2016 financial results 
conference: www.apple.com/investor/
earnings-call/. This webcast will also be 
available for replay for approximately two  
weeks thereafter.
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The Academy’s proposed changes to increase 
diversity in the Oscars prompted swift and 
positive reaction in Hollywood, with many 
praising the moves while still noting that the 
Academy Awards are only part of the problem, 
and only part of the solution.

Saying that “We need to step this up,” president 
Cheryl Boone Isaacs announced Friday that 
the academy aims to double the number of 
female and minority members by 2020, and will 
immediately diversify its leadership by adding 
three new seats to its board of governors. The 
academy now aims for women to comprise 48 
percent of its membership and “diverse groups” 
at least 14 percent as an initial step.

HOLLYWOOD 
REAX SWIFT, 
POSITIVE TO 
OSCAR DIVERSITY 
MEASURES
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The announcement came amid widespread 
dismay over a second straight year of all-white 
acting nominees, a development that has 
turned this year’s awards into a referendum on 
diversity in the movie industry.

Here are some reactions to the academy’s 
announcement, followed by some highlights on 
the broader diversity question.

“I applaud their attempts to do something about 
it, which is great. But again, this is dealing with 
the symptom, not starting at the root cause of 
how we even get to results like this, which has 
to do with inclusion and access and the ability 
for people of color, women and minorities to get 
at entry-level positions where you can become 
someone who can green-light a movie. “ - Don 
Cheadle, a best-actor nominee in 2005 for “Hotel 
Rwanda,” in an interview.

The changes are “one good step in a long, 
complicated journey for people of color and 
women artists. Shame is a helluva motivator 
... Marginalized artists have advocated for 
Academy change for DECADES. Actual 
campaigns. Calls voiced FROM THE STAGE. Deaf 
ears. Closed minds.” - Ava DuVernay, director of 
last year’s Oscar-nominated civil rights drama 
“Selma” who was passed over herself for a 
nomination, on Twitter.

Image: Richard Shotwell
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“The Academy is certainly getting to work. They 
are sincere in their efforts. I think this is going 
to have a really good outcome for the Academy 
AND the industry. Because the Academy is just 
a small part of the system. Those who have 
been frustrated with the procedures need to 
be patient ... rather than tweet, maybe they can 
reach out to the Academy and find out how 
they can assist in the process. Once the dust 
settles, calmer heads will prevail.” -Gil Robertson, 
president of the African-American Film Critics 
Association, in an interview.

“Diversity is our greatest strength. I am 
encouraged that, under the bold leadership of 
President Cheryl Boone Isaacs, the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is taking 
important steps to ensure that its voting 
membership better reflects the range of 
experiences and perspectives that make cinema 
such a powerful and indispensable art form.” 
-Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, in a statement.
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ON DIVERSITY ISSUE  
(comments came before announced changes)

“Diversity is the American superpower. That’s 
why we’re great.” - Will Smith, who said he would 
not attend the Oscars.

“It goes further than the Academy Awards. It 
has to go back to the gatekeepers. The people 
who have the green-light vote. ... We’re not in 
the room. The executives, when they have these 
green-light meetings quarterly where they look 
at the scripts, they look who’s in it and they 
decide what we’re making and what we’re not 
making.” - Spike Lee, one of this year’s honorary 
Oscar recipients, who said he would go to a 
Knicks game instead of the ceremony.

“Begging for acknowledgement, or even asking, 
diminishes dignity and diminishes power. And 
we are a dignified people and we are powerful.” 
- Jada Pinkett Smith, who said she would not 
attend or watch the Oscars.

“Diversity in the modern world is more than 
just skin color. It’s gender, age, disability, 
sexual orientation, social background and - 
most important of all, as far as I’m concerned 
- diversity of thought. Because if you have 
genuine diversity of thought among people 
making TV and film, then you won’t accidentally 
shut out any of the groups I just mentioned.” - 
Idris Elba, speaking before Parliament in London.

“There should be 20 or 30 or 40 films of the 
quality that people would consider for the 
Oscars. By the way, we’re talking about African-
Americans. For Hispanics, it’s even worse. We 
need to get better at this. We used to be better 
at it.” - George Clooney.
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“I am disappointed by the lack of inclusion in 
this year’s Academy Awards nominations. It 
has me thinking about unconscious prejudice 
and what merits prestige in our culture. The 
Awards should not dictate the terms of art in 
our modern society, but rather be a diverse 
reflection of the best of what our art has to offer 
today. I stand with my peers who are calling for 
change in expanding the stories that are told 
and recognition of the people who tell them.” - 
Lupita Nyong’o.

“This institution doesn’t reflect its president and 
it doesn’t reflect this room. I am an academy 
member and it doesn’t reflect me and it 
doesn’t reflect this nation.” - David Oyelowo, 
star of “Selma,” at an event honoring academy 
president Isaacs.

“We must do a better job of cultivating and 
recognizing diversity. The film community is 
better served when a wider array of voices 
is celebrated.” - Chris Dodd, Motion Picture 
Association of America chairman.

“Be patient. Of course it will come. It took me 
years to get an Oscar, years.” - Michael Caine.

“Maybe the black actors didn’t deserve to be in 
the final stretch.” - Current nominee Charlotte 
Rampling, referring to this year’s list.
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Matt Damon says the movie business has “a long, 
long, long way to go” when it comes to diversity.

Hollywood must do “much, much, much more” 
to reflect the audiences who watch movies, the 
best actor nominee told The Associated Press 
on Saturday.

“We’re talking about huge systemic injustices 
around race and gender that are a lot bigger than 
the Oscars,” Damon said. “They’re massive issues in 
our industry and in our country.”

MATT DAMON 
SAYS HOLLYWOOD 

MUST DO MORE TO 
SUPPORT DIVERSITY
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Diversity has dominated the conversation around 
the Academy Awards since Jan. 14 when the 
nominations revealed a second consecutive year of 
all-white acting nominees. On Friday, the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences announced 
sweeping changes that include doubling its female 
and minority members by 2020.

Damon said the move is “a wonderful first step.”

“But that’s what it is,” he said. “A first step.”

In September, Damon apologized for comments 
he made regarding diversity in filmmaking that 
sparked widespread backlash, after a portion of 
a conversation from HBO’s “Project Greenlight” 
circulated online.

In the segment, Damon was shown shutting down 
producer Effie Brown (“Dear White People”) who 
made a case that a script dealing with sensitive 
subjects like prostitution should have a diverse 
directing team behind it. Damon responded that 
diversity should be handled in “the casting of the 
film, not in the casting of the show.” Damon said 
the statement was taken out of context.

Image: Matt Sayles
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Movies
TV Shows&

Trailer
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Rotten Tomatoes

64%

Spectre

The 24th James Bond film sees the titular 
character battle against the sinister 
organisation known as SPECTRE.

FIVE FACTS:
1. Daniel Craig, who portrays Bond, was 
reportedly paid $39 million for starring in 
this movie. This makes him the highest paid 
actor to portray James Bond.

2. Director Sam Mendes has also worked 
on American Beauty, Skyfall, and Road 
to Perdition. 

3. British singer-songwriter Sam Smith 
provides the theme to this movie. It was 
later revealed that Radiohead had also 
composed a song for the movie, which then 
went unused.

4. Mendes last Bond movie as Director. It 
is rumoured that Christopher Nolan will 
direct the next Bond movie. Nolan is known 
for his work on Inception, The Dark Knight, 
and Interstellar.

5. One of the explosions that takes place 
in the movie, filmed in Morocco, holds a 
Guinness World Record for the “Largest film 
stunt explosion”.

by Sam Mendes
Genre: Action & Adventure
Released: 2015
Price: $19.99

308 Ratings
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Cast Interview
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Suffragette

A semi-fictional interpretation of the early 
feminist movement sees Maud Watts (Carey 
Mulligan) caught up in the Suffragette 
protests towards the right for women to vote.

FIVE FACTS:
1. Suffragette is the first movie that was 
allowed to be shot in the British Houses of 
Parliament since the 1950s.

2. Emmeline Pankhurst, the leader of the 
suffragettes, is portrayed by Meryl Streep 
in this movie. Helen Pankhurst, the great-
granddaughter of Emmeline, has a small role 
in the film.

3. Suffragette opened the 2015 BFI London 
Film Festival.

4. All characters aside from Emmeline 
Pankhurst, Emily Davidson, and David Lloyd 
George are fictitious. 

5. Strangely, Helena Bonham Carter, who 
plays the character of Edith Ellyn, is the 
great-granddaughter of H.H. Asqutih, who 
served as Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom at the height of the suffrage 
movement. Asquith strongly opposed the 
idea of votes for women.

by Sarah Gavron
Genre: Drama
Released: 2015
Price: $14.99

17 Ratings

Rotten Tomatoes

73%
96

http://itunes.apple.com/us/movie/suffragette/id1053239288
suffragettethemovie.com
http://www.facebook.com/suffragettefilm
http://twitter.com/suffragettefilm
http://www.rottentomatoes.com/m/suffragette/?search=suff


Trailer
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=056FI2Pq9RY
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Cast Interview
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jaz8SEFiukg
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Genre: Metal
Released: Jan 22, 2016
13 Songs
Price: $9.99

428 Ratings

Dystopia
Megadeth

Considered to be one of the world’s most 
influential metal bands, Megadeth return with 
their 15th studio album.

FIVE FACTS:
1. Megadeth is one of the “big four” of metal 
music, joining Metallica, Slayer, and Anthrax. 
These bands are considered to be the most 
influential and commercially successful of 
their genre. 

2. The band has been nominated for 11 
Grammy Awards, but have won none.

3. Megadeth host their own music festival 
named ‘Gigantour’. The festival, which mainly 
travels the United States, has played host to 
other metal acts including Anthrax, Bring Me 
the Horizon, and Motorhead. 

4. Vocalist Dave Mustaine played lead guitar 
for Metallica before forming Megadeth,  
but was kicked out of the band due to 
several conflicts.

5. Mustang has made several cameos on TV 
shows, including Hell’s Kitchen, British music 
comedy show Never Mind the Buzzcocks, 
and strangely, a promotional video for an 
NHL team.

The album’s leading single:
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www.megadeth.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/dystopia/id1043547823
http://www.facebook.com/Megadeth
http://twitter.com/Megadeth
http://www.apple.com/itunes/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MRtdd3tXI4


Second single ‘The Threat is Real’
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-d6LFLpBvw
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Skilled Mechanics
Tricky

One of the many pioneers of trip hop 
alongside Portishead and Massive, Tricky’s 
12th studio album is just as genre-bending 
and stunning as his others.

FIVE FACTS:
1. Just a few of the artists that Tricky has 
collaborated with include Bjork, Yoko Ono, 
and Red Hot Chili Peppers

2. Tricky’s real name is Adrian Thaws, which is 
also the title of his 2014 album.

3. Tricky has also dabbled in movies, including 
starring in sci-fi movie The Fifth Element.

4. As well as collaborating with her musically, 
Tricky had a brief relationship with Icelandic 
singer-songwriter Bjork.

5. Tricky appeared on stage with Beyonce 
during her headline slot on the Pyramid stage 
at Glastonbury 2012.

Genre: Alternative
Released: Jan 22, 2016
13 Songs
Price: $9.99

6 Ratings
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www.trickysite.com
http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/skilled-mechanics/id1052231858
http://www.facebook.com/TrickyOfficial
http://twitter.com/knowlewestboy


Leading single:
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xANN5UdRTg


Second single ‘diving away’
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqehUU3nu4I
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The snowy frontier saga “The Revenant” fared 
best out of the movies that tried to survive a 
blizzard-ravaged box office.

Weekend moviegoing was affected up and 
down the East Coast by Winter Storm Jonas, 
which forced theater closures in Washington 
D.C. and New York, and caused hundreds of 
theaters to suspend showings. Studio executives 
said the storm had a major effect on business.

“It had a huge effect on the entire marketplace,” 
said Kevin Grayson, head of domestic 
distribution for STX Entertainment, which 
debuted the horror thriller “The Boy.” ‘’Anywhere 
from 300 to 400 theaters were affected.”

‘THE REVENANT’ BRAVES 
THE BLIZZARD WITH 
$16M AT BOX OFFICE
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Fittingly, the film that triumphed in the 
frigid winter weather was 20th Century Fox’s 
Oscar-nominated “Revenant,” which took in 
an estimated $16 million in its third week of 
wide release. The Alejandro Inarritu-directed 
thriller, set in the 1820s, is proving to be one of 
Leonardo DiCaprio’s biggest hits with $119.2 
million thus far.

Disney’s “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” came 
in second with $14.3 million in its sixth week of 
release. “The Force Awakens,” with $1.94 billion 
globally to date, will likely cross $2 billion in the 
next week.

Last week’s No. 1 movie, the Kevin Hart-Ice 
Cube comedy “Ride Along 2,” dropped steeply 
in its second week, sliding to third with $13 
million for Universal.
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Those holdovers were trailed by a trio of new 
releases: “Dirty Grandpa,” ‘’The Boy” and “The 
5th Wave,” which all earned $10 million to $12 
million over the weekend.

Paul Dergarabedian, senior media analyst 
for Rentrak, said the storm had an effect, but 
cautioned against overestimating its impact.

“It probably altered the box office 10 or 12 
percent overall,” Dergarabedian said. “This was 
never predestined to be an earth-shattering 
box office weekend, anyway.”

Lionsgate’s “Dirty Grandpa,” starring Robert 
De Niro and Zac Efron, received some of the 
harshest reviews of the year. It narrowly edged 
out the other newcomers with an estimated 
$11.5 million.

“The Boy,” a PG-13 rated supernatural tale that 
cost only about $10 million to make, earned an 
estimated $11.3 million. It appealed strongly to 
Latino moviegoers, which made up 41 percent 
of the audience, according to STX.

Sony’s “The 5th Wave,” which cost about $38 
million to make, is a young-adult adaption 
from the first of Rick Yancey’s trilogy of 
science-fiction books about alien invasion. 
Starring Chloe Grace Moretz, “The 5th Wave” 
debut - $10.7 million - didn’t suggest a 
budding YA franchise. But Rory Bruer, head 
of distribution for Sony, was upbeat about 
the result and said it came in “ahead of our 
expectations with the storm.”
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“But Jonas was certainly no friend to the movie 
industry,” Bruer said.

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through 
Monday at U.S. and Canadian theaters, 
according to Rentrak. Where available, the 
latest international numbers for Friday through 
Sunday are also included. Final domestic 
figures will be released Tuesday.

1. “The Revenant,” $16 million. 

2. “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,”  

$14.3 million.

3. “Ride Along 2,” $13 million. 

4. “Dirty Grandpa,” $11.5 million. 

5. “The Boy,” $11.3 million. 
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6. “The 5th Wave,” $10.7 million. 

7. “13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers  

of Benghazi,” $9.8 million.

8. “Daddy’s Home,” $5.3 million. 

9. “Norm of the North,” $4.1 million. 

10. “The Big Short,” $3.5 million.
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Apple has chosen Naples, Italy, to establish 
Europe’s first iOS App Development Center.

Apple CEO Tim Cook on Friday met in Rome with 
Italian Premier Matteo Renzi, who is delighted 
that the center’s creation could mean hundreds 
of jobs for Italy’s underdeveloped south.

The center would give students practical skills 
and training in developing the apps.

Cook also met with Pope Francis during his 
Rome visit.

APPLE TO OPEN APPS 
CENTER IN  NAPLES;  

CEO COOK MEETS RENZI
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Following news that the second generation 
Apple Watch might not arrive until the fall, 
supply chain sources have not too surprisingly 
leaked that mass production of the redesigned 
wearable should commence during 2016’s 
second quarter. Significant volumes, however, 
are not expected…

DigiTimes cites “sources from the upstream 
supply chain” claiming that Quanta Computer 
will be solely responsible for manufacturing 
the device. Apparently, Apple had previously 
considered handing some orders for the in-
the-works device to Foxconn Electronics, one 
of its traditional manufacturing partners – but 
backtracked upon deciding to keep production 
volumes relatively low.

APPLE WATCH 2 REPORTEDLY 
TO BE MASS PRODUCED 
FROM MID - 2016
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Though Apple appears to have exercised 
caution with its orders for the second generation 
Apple Watch, the wearable’s predecessor, 
which has been available to buy since April, 
has excelled against smartwatches from rival 
companies, having taken over 50% of this young 
market by the close of 2015.

Nonetheless, only new bands and partnerships, 
like the previously-revealed collaboration with 
the French fashion label Hermès, are expected 
for the Apple Watch line between now and late 
2016, when hardware revisions will finally be on 
the table. And, potentially, on your wrist…
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Tina Fey returned to “Saturday Night Live” to 
reprise her impression of Sarah Palin and give a 
rambling, sometimes-rhyming endorsement to 
Donald Trump.

The sketch kicked off the cold open to “SNL” 
on Saturday, with Fey and Darrell Hammond 
skewering the former Alaska governor’s 
endorsement speech in Iowa on Tuesday. As Palin, 
Fey said she had come to Iowa to break from “my 
full-time career of writing things on Facebook.”

“SNL” also parodied this year’s all-white 
Oscar nominees in a mock award show that 
nominated white actors playing bit roles in 
African-American dramas. Last week, the only 
Oscar nominations that the “Rocky” sequel 
“Creed” and the N.W.A biopic “Straight Outta 
Compton” received were for white people: 
Sylvester Stallone for “Creed,” and “Compton” 
writers Jonathan Herman and Andrea Berloff.

In the sketch, an award was given to “all the 
white guys” in predominantly black films 
modeled after “Creed,” ‘’Compton” and “Beasts 
of No Nation.” The roles were barely cameos, 
like: “White Man With Camera” and “Unseen 
Voice On Phone.”

“Saturday Night Live,” however, has also 
been much-criticized in the past about its 
own diversity. Following an uproar in 2013, it 
added Sasheer Zamata, Leslie Jones and writer 
LaKendra Tookes.

Online:
http://www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live
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‘iPHONE 5SE’ REPORTEDLY LIKELY TO 
INCLUDE FAST A9 PROCESSOR
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Further details about the rumored 4-inch 
“iPhone 5SE” have been published – including 
that the device will actually include the speedy 
A9 processor present in the high-end iPhone 6S 
and 6S Plus.

9to5Mac, which has a good record of accurate 
reports about future Apple products, claims to 
have been told that – contrary to recent claims 
of the handset coming with the A8 chip – the 
latest and much faster A9 processor will likely 
instead be included.

The news site also reports being informed that 
Apple’s campus includes different “iPhone 5SE” 
prototypes – some with the A8 and M8 chipset, 
others with the A9 and M8 alternatives. This 
probably explains why earlier reports about the 
phone’s processor have been contradictory.

Upon the release of the “iPhone 5SE”, the 
iPhone 5S will reportedly be discontinued, with 
the new phone falling into its price bracket. 
Apple is apparently planning to reveal the 
new device, through either an event or online 
announcement, in the week starting March 14.
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Even with rock ‘n’ roll on the outskirts of 
popular music today, you can still pass by 
thousands of garages pulsing with the sharp, 
guitar-based sound favored by Courtney 
Barnett and her band.

What sets Barnett apart, and earned the 28-year-
old Australian a Grammy nomination for best 
new artist, is her distinctive songwriting. 
Her compositions are packed with details, 
with inventive twists that turn stories like a 
respiratory attack or search for a suburban home 
into compelling listening.

The song “Avant Gardener” introduced her to an 
American audience two years ago, the tale of an 
ambulance visit unfolding with poignant and 
amusing asides. “The paramedic thinks I’m clever 
‘cause I play guitar,” she sings. “I think she’s clever 
‘cause she stops people dying.”

With her debut album, “Sometimes I Sit and 
Think, and Sometimes I Just Sit,” that was among 
the most highly-regarded of 2015, Barnett 
proved she wasn’t a fluke.

The singer, who lives in the Melbourne area, said 
she was influenced by the storytelling ability 
of fellow Australian Paul Kelly and the quirky 
sensibility of American Jonathan Richman.

“I’ve messed around with a lot of different styles 
of songwriting,” she said by phone. “I just found 
when I pulled it apart and slowed it down and 
just focused on the small details, it was a lot 
more therapeutic for me and made more sense.”

Kelly, one of Australia’s most respected singer-
songwriters, said Barnett has mapped out her 
own territory.
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“Like all great songwriters she creates a world,” 
Kelly said in an email interview. “It’s a familiar 
world but also completely idiosyncratic. She 
demonstrates the voraciousness of genius. 
Anything and everything can be devoured and 
spat out in a song. I wish I’d written ‘Nobody 
Really Cares If You Don’t Go to the Party.’”

Barnett is capable of Elvis Costello-like 
wordplay, like this couplet from “Pedestrian at 
Best”: “I must confess, I’ve made a mess of what 
should be a small success. But I digress, at least 
I’ve tried my very best, I guess.” She’s rarely that 
showy, however. Her observations often seem 
offhand, disguising the amount of work that 
went into them.

Details bring the story in “Elevator Operator” 
alive, about a friend who went to a building’s 
roof to take in the view when a businesswoman 
mistook him for a potential jumper. “A tortoise 
shell necklace between her breasts, she looks 
him up and down with a Botox frown,” Barnett 
sings. “Depreston” conveys complex emotions, 
when the narrator imagines the life of a 
potential home’s previous occupant.

Barnett said she didn’t grow up around much 
music, but was influenced by tapes of guitar-
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based acts like Nirvana, Metallica and Jimi 
Hendrix that were given to her and her brother.

She learned of her best new artist nomination 
at the end of a long flight home, when her 
drummer checked his phone and exclaimed, 
“Oh, my God. You’re nominated for a Grammy.”

“It’s a hugeness of recognition,” she said. “It’s 
great. Ten-year-old me didn’t think I’d be 
growing up to be nominated for a Grammy.”

She’s taking some down time back home to 
write songs. She runs a small record label and 
also plays in a duo with her girlfriend Jen Cloher. 
Barnett earned a nomination for international 
female solo artist at the Feb. 24 BRIT Awards 
against Bjork, Lana Del Rey, Ariana Grande 
and Meghan Trainor. On the Grammys, which 
will take place in Los Angeles on Feb. 15, she’ll 
compete for best new artist with James Bay, Sam 
Hunt, Tori Kelly and Trainor.

“I think we’re going to come over and drink 
some champagne, or whatever it is you do at the 
Grammys,” Barnett said.

Online:
http://socialhub.courtneybarnett.com.au/
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REAL-LIFE DRAMA PLAYING OUT IN FIGHT 
RADIO PIONEER’S FORTUNE
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Himan Brown might have titled it: “The 
Brouhaha Over the $100 Million Estate.”

A lawsuit claims the late creator of such 
legendary radio dramas as “Dick Tracy” and 
“The Adventures of the Thin Man” was duped 
into putting the bulk of his $100 million fortune 
into a charitable trust controlled solely by his 
longtime lawyer.

Brown, a radio producer who died in New  
York City in 2010 at the age of 99, instead 
wanted the money go to an organization he 
founded to promote radio theater, according  
to court papers.

It claims attorney Richard L. Kay exploited 
Brown, who was 94 when he signed documents 
now being contested in Manhattan surrogate’s 
court. It says Kay used the trust “for his personal 
benefit, in disregard of the express intent of Mr. 
Brown’s will and prior estate plan.”

The lawsuit was filed by Radio Drama Network, 
Inc., a private foundation started by Brown in 
1984 to foster his love and appreciation for the 
radio serials that popularized the airwaves in the 
1930s and 1940s. Several members of his family 
serve on its board of directors.

Kay’s attorney, Michael B. Kramer, disputed that 
Brown was hoodwinked by anyone, and said the 
lawsuit is the latest in a series of court challenges 
by members of the Brown family over the 
fortune. He insisted Brown was mentally sharp 
in October 2004 when he signed papers for the 
newly created Himan Brown Charitable Trust, 
rather than leave it to the Radio Drama Network.

“He was beyond sharp as a tack,” Kramer said. 
“The last thing he was was mentally frail.”
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Kay is the sole trustee of the Himan Brown 
Charitable Trust. The lawsuit claims that as 
trustee he has made donations to entities with 
no connections to Brown, including $3 million 
to the 92nd Street Y, where Kay is a member 
of the board of directors, and over $1 million 
to Cornell University, as well as gifts to the 
University of Michigan Law School, from which 
he graduated, and a Montessori school where 
Kay’s grandchild attended.

“While arguably worthy recipients, none of 
these has any particular connection to Mr. 
Brown or his interests during his lifetime,” the 
lawsuit claims. “Kay has been motivated by 
the personal benefits, access and preferential 
treatment that accrue from leadership 
positions at charitable institutions.”

Kramer said Brown also had donated to 
charities and entities having nothing to do  
with the radio industry.

Pamela A. Mann, a lawyer for Radio Drama 
Network, did not challenge whether Brown, who 
attended law school, was capable of signing. But 
she insists: “He was tricked, he was defrauded.” A 
family spokesman said none of Brown’s relatives 
wanted to comment on the case, citing the 
pending litigation where they potentially could 
testify as witnesses.

The lawsuit, which was filed in December and 
made public last week, is next scheduled for a 
March 1 court date, but it could be years before 
it goes to trial.

Brown produced more than 30,000 radio shows 
in a career that spanned from the 1930s into the 
1980s. He studied law at Brooklyn College but 
never practiced, instead using his education to 

Image: Colin Hovde
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secure the radio rights to such characters as Dick 
Tracy, Flash Gordon and the Thin Man.

Other notable Brown productions included 
“Grand Central Station,” and “Inner Sanctum 
Mysteries” and the “CBS Radio Mystery Theater.” 
He worked with performers including Orson 
Welles, Helen Hayes, Boris Karloff, Peter Lorre, 
Frank Sinatra and Gregory Peck.

Ron Simon, curator of television and radio at 
the Paley Center for Media, calls Brown “one of 
radio’s great storytellers.” He was well-known for 
using sound effects such as a creaking door and 
a steam engine to enthrall listeners during the 
golden age of radio.

“I am firmly convinced that nothing visual can 
touch audio,” Brown said in a 2003 interview 
with The New York Times. “I don’t need 200 
orchestra players doing the “Ride of the 
Valkyries.” I don’t need car chases. I don’t need 
mayhem. All I need to do is creak the door open, 
and visually your head begins to go. The magic 
word is imagination.”
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LG Electronics, the world’s second-largest TV 
maker, on Tuesday reported an unexpected 
loss for the final quarter of 2015 as its 
smartphone business struggled and costs for 
raw materials rose.

The South Korean company said Tuesday it had 
a net loss of 140.4 billion won ($116.4 million) for 
the October-December period, compared with a 
net loss of 205.7 billion won a year earlier.

LG ELECTRONICS POSTS 
4Q LOSS AS MOBILE 
BUSINESS STRUGGLES
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A survey of analysts by financial data provider 
FactSet forecast a net profit of 134 billion won.

LG’s mobile business posted a second straight 
quarterly loss. The mobile loss narrowed from 
the previous quarter to 438 billion won but 
its performance in South Korea, which is a key 
market for its high-end phones, worsened.

Higher taxes and unfavorable foreign exchange 
rates aggravated the company’s woes. LG said a 
strong dollar increased its costs as it buys some 
raw materials in dollars while weak emerging 
market currencies hurt its businesses in 
those countries.
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But operating profit jumped 27 percent to 349 
billion won during the quarter as sales of its 
OLED TVs increased and a decline in the price of 
display panels helped save costs. The company’s 
high-end washing machines and refrigerators 
were popular in South Korea, also helping to 
limit its losses.

LG’s air conditioner and home appliance 
businesses accounted for the biggest chunk of 
operating profit and its TV business contributed 
about a third.

Quarterly sales fell 5 percent to KRW 14.6 trillion 
($12.2 Billion USD) won.

Net profit for the full year halved to 249.1 
billion won.
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The national tour of the thrilling musical “Cabaret” 
is about to launch and it’s led by a young woman 
who knows it intimately. After all, she watched it 
for a year on Broadway - from the stage.

Andrea Goss will play the fishnet-and-bowler hat 
wearing chanteuse Sally Bowles after being a 
member of the ensemble and an understudy for 
Sally. She patiently backed up Michelle Williams, 
Emma Stone and Sienna Miller.

“You learn from everybody you watch. You can’t 
ignore the incredible women who I saw do it 
and also the ones before,” said Goss, from Salem, 
Oregon, who also cited Natasha Richardson 
and Liza Minnelli as important Sallys. “You have 
to somehow pay homage but still make it your 
own and bring your own to it.”

The tour, which also stars “Queer as Folk” star 
Randy Harrison as the slippery Emcee, kicks off in 
Rhode Island on Tuesday before making its way to 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kentucky, 
South Carolina, Texas, Louisiana, Florida, North 
Carolina, Maryland, Ohio, Nevada, and California.

“Cabaret” centers on the world of the indulgent 
Kit Kat Klub in Berlin as it becomes intertwined 
with the world outside, which gets more 
precarious on the brink of World War II. The 
songs by John Kander and Fred Ebb include 
“Willkommen” and “Tomorrow Belongs to Me.”

It debuted in Boston in 1966 and was a 
sensation - audiences were not used to going to 
shows that mixed burlesque call girls and Nazis, 
lasciviousness, alcoholism or abortions.

“I always thought that this show was very iffy. We 
had done so many things that nobody in their 
right mind would have done. That it worked 

was a pleasant surprise,” said Joe Masteroff, who 
adapted the story. “’Cabaret’ turned out to have 
a long life. Obviously, it’s not dead yet.”

The new touring version is directed by B.T. 
McNicholl, who will recreate the Broadway 
direction by Sam Mendes and co-direction and 
choreography by Rob Marshall. It won the best 
revival Tony in 1998.

“This particular production transformed the 
musical and almost transformed Broadway 
theater,” said Todd Haimes, the artistic director 
of the Roundabout Theatre Company, which 
birthed the production. “I think it’s something 
that should be seen by every generation.”

Harrison, who has been in “Wicked” on 
Broadway, saw Alan Cumming three times as the 
lascivious Master of Ceremonies and leapt at the 
chance to play the role, one that’s both naughty 
and heartbreaking.

“It’s a dream part. It’s an extraordinary role. It’s an 
amazing challenge,” he said. “I feel like I can be 
myself in a lot of ways - in ways that oftentimes I 
can’t onstage.”

Goss, whose Broadway credits also include “Once” 
and “Rent,” will be hitting the road for the first 
time in a show and will be looking forward to 
exploring coffee shops wherever she is. She’s still 
a little stunned that the role of Sally is finally hers.

“It’s a dream. I never thought I would be able to 
do that when I was younger. You see those roles 
and it’s like, ‘That’s out of my league.’ And to be 
able to do this, I’m still in a dream.”

Online:
http://cabaretmusical.com
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A massive weekend earthquake in Alaska 
cracked a road, broke natural gas lines and 
destroyed four homes. But the magnitude-7.1 
quake wasn’t the first or even the biggest 
temblor to rock the state.

Four of five U.S. earthquakes occur in Alaska, a 
state more than twice the size of Texas. But they 
often are overlooked because most occur in 
remote regions.

Here’s a look at why Alaska has so many 
earthquakes and what’s in store for the state:

WHAT MAKES ALASKA PRONE TO 
EARTHQUAKES?

The Earth’s outermost shell is made up of 
tectonic plates that move, and Alaska is  
near the intersection of two great plates: the 
Pacific Plate, beneath the Pacific Ocean, and  
the North American Plate, which covers most  
of North America.

The Pacific Plate is being subducted, or pushed 
below, the North American Plate at a rate of 2 
inches per year. The subduction zone stretches 
from Prince William Sound to Japan along the 
Aleutian Trench.

According to prevailing models, friction locks up 
the two plates, building elastic energy until the 
strain is too great and there’s an earthquake.

The largest releases come in the form 
of megathrust earthquakes such as the 
magnitude-9.2 Great Alaska Earthquake of 1964. 
They tear hundreds of miles of earth near the 
surface and can create tsunamis that send killer 
waves as far as Hawaii and California. Sunday’s 
quake was not that kind.
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WHAT CAUSED SUNDAY’S QUAKE?

Tectonic plates don’t move neatly below each 
other. U.S. Geological Survey research geologist 
Peter Haeussler compares it to bending a 
Snickers bar and producing cracks on the top.

Tectonic plates stretch, strain and contort as 
they dive beneath another plate, Alaska state 
seismologist Michael West said.

Sunday’s earthquake originated 75 miles below 
ground and 53 miles offshore in a part of the 
Pacific Plate long ago subducted beneath the 
North American Plate.

The twisted tectonic plate continues to adjust 
by earthquakes as it’s pushed toward the 
Earth’s mantle.

WHY WASN’T THERE MORE DAMAGE?

Sunday’s quake was about one-fifteenth the 
size of the shallow, magnitude-7.9 Denali Fault 
quake in 2002 that ruptured the Earth’s surface 
for 209 miles in interior Alaska.

This one tore tens of miles. It also was deep, and 
there was no rupture in the seafloor that could 
cause a tsunami.

The earthquake at 1:30 a.m. Sunday rattled beds 
in Anchorage, Alaska’s largest city, but it was far 
enough away not to crack most buildings.

Credit Alaska building codes for requiring 
commercial structures that roll with the punches 
caused by shifting tectonic plates. Most Alaskans 
live in wood-frame houses that flex with quakes 
but retain their integrity.
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WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?

Alaska’s earthquake susceptibility does not 
affect California, Utah or other earthquake-
prone states, which have their own fault lines.

Alaska will see more large earthquakes, but the 
USGS says scientists have never predicted one. 
The agency instead calculates probabilities and 
focuses on long-term mitigation of earthquake 
hazards by helping improve structures’ safety.

Alaska sees so many large quakes, West said, 
the state is often written off as a land of 
log cabins that can fend off major shakers. 
Besides the Denali Fault quake 90 miles 

south of Fairbanks, Alaska in June 2014 saw a 
magnitude-7.9 earthquake, but it was in  
the remote Aleutians 1,400 miles southwest  
of Anchorage.

West fears a magnitude-6 quake directly  
under a major Alaska city. “It’s all a function  
of proximity,” he said.

More than homes, an earthquake in the wrong 
place could damage Alaska infrastructure, 
such as ports or power transmission, rail or 
communication lines, which have far less 
redundancy than other states.
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All adults, including pregnant women and new 
mothers, should be screened for depression 
as a routine part of health care, a government 
advisory group recommended Tuesday.

Depression is a common public health problem, 
and screening simply involves health workers 
asking about certain symptoms even if patients 
don’t mention them.

The second part of the recommendation from 
the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force is more 
difficult - ensuring systems are in place to 
properly diagnose and treat people identified 
through screening.

And the guideline, published by the Journal 
for the American Medical Association, couldn’t 
determine how often adults should be screened.

Some things to know about depression:

DEPRESSION IS MORE THAN  
NORMAL SADNESS

Officially called major depressive disorder, 
depression interferes with people’s ability 
to function in their daily lives and can even 
lead to suicide. Nearly 7 percent of U.S. 
adults experience a depressive episode 
each year, the National Institute of Mental 
Health estimates. Symptoms can include 
persistent sadness, feeling hopeless, difficulty 
concentrating, problems sleeping and loss 
of interest in once-pleasurable activities. 
People sometimes also experience physical 
symptoms, such as headaches or back pain, 
which can confuse diagnosis.

Image: Gazi Alam
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NO SINGLE CAUSE

Depression can affect anyone, and there are 
multiple risk factors. A personal crisis, such as loss 
of a loved one, sometimes precedes depression, 
but it also can occur without any obvious trigger. 
Depression and other mood disorders tend 
to run in families, and depression frequently 
accompanies serious physical disorders.

Hormones can play a role, during pregnancy and 
after a woman gives birth. The task force cited 
a study that found about 10 percent of new 
mothers experienced a postpartum depression 
episode, more serious and lasting longer than 
so-called “baby blues.”

WHY SCREEN?

Depression can go unrecognized, especially 
if patients don’t seek a diagnosis. Updating 
2009 guidelines, the task force reviewed years 
of research and said Tuesday that screening 
for depression remains an important part of 
primary care for adults of all ages. This time 
around, the guideline separately addresses 
pregnant and postpartum women, concluding 
they, too, benefit from screening.

A variety of screening questionnaires are 
available, such as one that asks how often, over 
the last two weeks, patients have felt bad about 
themselves or felt like they’re a failure, had 
little interest in doing things or experienced 
problems sleeping, sleeping or concentrating.

Still undetermined, the task force said, is 
how often to screen, given that a person’s 
circumstances and risk could change over time.

Those aren’t new recommendations; several 
other health groups also have long urged 
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depression screening, although there’s no 
data on how often it’s done. But the task force 
says one key is that appropriate follow-up be 
available to accurately diagnose those flagged 
by screening - and then to choose treatments 
that best address each person’s symptoms with 
the fewest possible side effects.

SCREENING IS A FIRST STEP

Treatment options include psychotherapies 
such as cognitive behavioral therapy, a variety 
of antidepressants or some combination. 
One challenge is that there’s little way to 
predict which patient will respond to which 
treatment, Dr. Michael Thase of the University of 
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Pennsylvania, who wasn’t involved with the task 
force, said in an accompanying editorial in JAMA. 
Many antidepressants have modest effects, and 
typical first-line therapies may not be enough for 
more severely affected patients, he noted.

Pending a better way to choose, primary care 
doctors may need to get creative to be sure 
patients don’t abandon treatment, Thase said. 
He suggested that health workers call to check 
if patients have filled their antidepressant 
prescriptions, or trying web-based symptom 
monitoring to see if they’re responding to 
therapy or need a switch.

A bigger challenge can be finding a specialist 
to whom primary care doctors can refer their 
more seriously affected patients, said Dr. Michael 
Klinkman of the University of Michigan, who also 
wasn’t involved with the task force.

“Either the capacity is not there, or the wait 
times are so long that a patient who is referred is 
in limbo for weeks and weeks while they might 
be fairly sick,” said Klinkman, a family physician 
who works with rural primary care providers to 
develop needed support systems.

163



164



A brief “60 Minutes” piece on the late David 
Bowie that aired Sunday was the result of a 15-
year journey of missed connections involving 
three of the newsmagazine’s correspondents 
and a rock star gone underground.

Bowie talked about his artistry and getting old in 
interview clips from 2003 that were never aired 
before Sunday on “60 Minutes.” The rock star 
died of cancer at age 69 on Jan. 10.

Robert Zimet, an editor at “60 Minutes,” 
proposed an in-depth profile of Bowie for the 
newsmagazine in 2000, and correspondent Ed 
Bradley was assigned.

Before much was done, the 2001 terrorist attacks 
happened. Then the Iraq War. A rock-star profile 
wasn’t a priority.

The idea was resurrected as Bowie prepared his 
“Reality” album and tour in 2003, and Zimet and 
producer Peter Klein traveled to Woodstock, 
New York, to record some material and conduct 
preliminary interviews. Bradley was to follow but 
the correspondent, who died in 2006, became ill 
and had to cancel.

Zimet convinced Mike Wallace to take over 
the story and arrangements were made for an 
interview in Poughkeepsie, New York, where 
Bowie was performing in advance of his tour. 
Wallace, who was in his mid-80s at the time, 

fell on vacation and doctors ordered him to 
take it easy.

“60 Minutes” got yet another correspondent 
involved - Lesley Stahl - and she spoke with 
Bowie. There wasn’t enough time to do the 
in-depth interview that the show wanted 
before Bowie had to leave for his European 
tour, however.

It was on this tour, in 2004, when Bowie 
suffered a heart attack and receded from 
public view. He stopped giving interviews. 
When Bowie surprised his fans with the 2013 
album, “The Next Day,” Zimet approached 
his camp to complete the profile but was 
rebuffed. It was the same thing late in 2015, 
when Zimet learned that the “Blackstar” disc 
was coming.

The 2003 footage remained on a shelf at CBS 
until Zimet took it out to include in an online 
story about Bowie’s death. His bosses took 
notice and the material was used on “CBS This 
Morning” and in the brief piece introduced by 
Bill Whitaker on Sunday.

“I had never given up hope that at some point 
we would be able to complete this,” Zimet said. 
“It was a good interview. He was a great subject. 
I always had hope. Unfortunately, it was not the 
way I wanted it to get on the air.”
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Cellphone company Sprint is eliminating  
more jobs as it seeks to cut costs and turn 
around its business.

Sprint spokesman Dave Tovar says the country’s 
No. 4 wireless service provider has cut about 
2,500 jobs since last fall, or about 8 percent of its 
workforce. Last week, it notified employees at 
six customer service centers around the country 
that it would be closing those locations or 
reducing the staff there.

The latest round of layoffs follows 2,000 job cuts 
announced in November 2014.

Shares of the Overland Park, Kansas-based 
company are down about 39 percent in the past 
12 months. The stock dropped 9.6 percent to 
$2.60 in afternoon trading Monday.

SPRINT CUTTING 2,500 AND CLOSING 
CALL CENTERS TO CUT COSTS
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Major League Baseball is debuting a new 
website and apps - for ice hockey.

Under a deal reached last summer, baseball’s 
digital business has taken over streaming  
and app development for the National  
Hockey League.

On Monday, the NHL will start offering a cheaper 
subscription package, NHL Premium, with six-
minute recaps and live video for the final five 
minutes of most games, plus any overtime 
and shootouts. Premium will cost $3 a month, 
compared with $25 for full games.

In both cases, hometown games will typically be 
unavailable to preserve television rights.

The NHL is also boosting video quality to 60 
frames per second, double the standard 30 
frames, though you’ll need a streaming TV 
device, a game console, an iPad or one of the 
larger, Plus models of the iPhone. Officials say 
that 60 frames will be ideal for fast-moving 
action such as hockey, as it will make puck 
movement look smoother. Bob Bowman, 
baseball’s president of business and media, says 
he plans to bring that to baseball, too.

NEW HOCKEY APPS DEBUT  
WITH HELP FROM BASEBALL
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Among other features:

- Beyond choosing a team or two as favorites, 
you’ll be able to “follow” rival teams. Those teams 
will show up higher on league scoreboards, but 
you won’t clutter the screen with as much news 
about those teams as you would for favorites.

- Composite views will mix the main action with 
alternative angles, such as cameras looking 
straight down on each goalie. Gone will be the 
ability to choose alternative angles individually, 
as video didn’t always sync correctly. Officials 
are hoping to address that by offering the 
composite view with pre-selected angles as a 
single stream.

Although baseball is now running hockey’s 
digital services, you won’t get the type of real-
time tracking available for baseball. For instance, 
one graphical feature for baseball shows where 
and how fast each pitch lands. There’s nothing 
comparable yet with hockey.

NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman said the 
league has been exploring various puck- and 
player-tracking technologies, but hockey 
is harder to track “than baseball or football 
because it’s non-stop action and an incredible 
speed, particularly with the puck.”

Under the partnership, MLB Advanced Media 
bought streaming rights for out-of-market 
games from the NHL. Financial terms weren’t 
disclosed. It isn’t MLB’s first excursion beyond 
baseball. Since April, MLB has been providing 
streaming services for HBO Now, the digital 
subscription service that doesn’t require a 
traditional cable or satellite TV subscription.
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