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Y OLD boss on AG 

used to tell me each 

year as we battled to 

complete a mountain of work 

through spring and summer: 

“Don’t worry Tim, this is 

gardening – it’ll all settle down 

in the autumn.”

Of course, it never did. Pulling 

forward to meet printing 

deadlines for Christmas, and 

preparing for the new season 

(which for AG starts in late 

January) meant just as much 

hard work as the rest of the 

year. It’s still the same, but after 

16 years I’ve got used to it.

But for some reason the 

autumn work needed in the 

garden and on the allotment 

still leaves me fl ummoxed. It’s 

true, plants in the fl ower beds 

are drifting off to sleep… 

sagging, soggy petals, brown 

stems. I can live with that. 

Crops that need harvesting are 

gathered in; the brassicas 

netted; garlic, winter onions, 

peas and beans sown. So 

what’s the problem? 

There’s a compost bin to 

build; still a third of the 

allotment plot to dig; a shed to 

put up; fruit trees and bushes 

to plant; Brussels sprouts to 

stake…. “Yes darling, I’ll tidy the 

front garden beds, mend the 

greenhouse glass and start the 

new patio in the back garden 

– just as soon as I’ve fi nished 

this…” (and that).

I hear they’re planning to 

make a fi lm of the classic 

TV series Dad’s Army – I 

offer myself for the part of 

Corporal Jones… “Don’t 

panic! don’t panic!” 

Have a great gardening week.

P12

Tips on tidying up 

conservatory plants

Sorting out Alpine plants 

in your rockery

Your gardening questions 

answered by our experts

38
The best cornus varieties 

for colourful winter stems

Features

14

17

20

32

51

Peter Seabrook
Breeding better plants

Christine Walkden
Pansies & violas for winter 

Anne Swithinbank
Tidying the greenhouse

Bob Flowerdew
Easy fi xes for your lawn

Toby Buckland
The latest wallfl owers

Expert advice

15

34

36

42

44

Treasure Hunt prizes worth 

£500 to be won

We test four top range 

greenhouse heaters

Tea Break Puzzles with 

£30 cash prize

Readers’ letters plus 

snippets from Facebook

We visit a terrace garden 

in Stoke-on-Trent

Regulars

Follow our expert advice for great

looks and low maintenance

PLANT A SHRUB BED

BUSH FRUIT
Planting currants & gooseberries

P10

GARLIC
Sue Stickland’s planting tips

P4

on a subscription to 

Amateur Gardening
Visit  magazinesdirect.com/CBW4

✆ 0844 848 0848 
and quote: CBW4

Lines open 7 days a week 8am-9pm 
(UK time). Overseas +44 (0) 330 3330 233

Start your Christmas
shopping early 
– save up to

34%

TIM 
RUMBALL

EDITOR

1 NOVEMBER 2014  AMATEUR GARDENING  3

P003_AMG_NOV01.tim.indd   3 16/10/2014   17:02



Lovely shrubberies

HRUBS ARE a vital ingredient in 

the garden and look their best 

when planted with other shrubs in 

a variety of shapes and colours. 

You don’t need a huge border, as there 

are many excellent dwarf forms that 

won’t outgrow their allotted space. 

Container-grown trees and shrubs can 

Autumn is the best time to plant new shrubs to add 
structure and interest in garden borders, says Ruth

Garden centres and nurseries

are full of shrubs now, so have

fun choosing yours!

4  AMATEUR GARDENING  1 NOVEMBER 2014

Your 
gardening 

week

Welco e!

F
ORGET THE myth that spring 

and summer are the busiest 

times of the gardening year – 

there is still plenty to be getting on 

with as the weather turns soggier 

and colder! This is the prime time 

for adding some structure to your 

garden by planting a shrubbery 

(p4-5) and titivating your rockery 

in preparation for winter by 

weeding, pruning, clearing fallen 

leaves and planting for next year’s 

display (p8-9). There are also 

some berry good tips for planting 

currants and gooseberries (p10) 

and hints on tidying conservatory 

plants in readiness for winter (p7). 

Happy gardening! 

S
be planted at any time of year, provided 

the soil is not frozen solid or waterlogged. 

Now is the best time to plant – the soil is 

moist and fairly warm, and roots will have 

time to establish through winter. Choose 

shrubs that suit the soil and aspect of 

your plot. Combine varieties for impact or 

to spread the display across the seasons.

Ruth Hayes
AG’S GARDENING WRITER
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You can prevent newly planted 
shrubberies from looking sparse 
before they become established 
by sowing annuals, short-lived 

perennials or even smaller, faster-
growing ‘sacrifi cial shrubs’ 
in between. These can be 

dispensed with once the main 
bushes have fi lled out

TOP TIP

Garden Surface Hero is a 

handy disinfectant cleaner 

for use all around the garden. 

Use it to clean and prevent 

algae, moss and mould on a 

range of hard surfaces from 

UPVC windows and 

conservatories to garden 

furniture, greenhouses and 

terracotta pots. We have 

five ready-to-use solutions 

to give away.

To enter the draw, send your name and 

address on the back of a postcard to 

Garden Surface Hero Draw, Amateur 

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay 

Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG. Or email 

your details to ag_giveaway@timeinc.com. 

Closing date  5 November, 2014.

PRIZE DRAW
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With AG e perts Graham Clarke and Ruth Haye 
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Your 
gardening 

week

■  Ceanothus thyrsiflorus var. 

repens: 3ft (1m) 

■  Daphne odora ‘Aureomarginata’: 

5ft (1.5m) 

■  Skimmia japonica: 3ft (1m) 

SPRING
■ EVERGREEN

■  Berberis thunbergii 

‘Atropurpurea Nana’: 2ft (60cm) 

■  Daphne burkwoodii: 

4ft (1.2m) 

■  Genista lydia: 2ft (60cm) 

■ DECIDUOUS

■  Cistus x argenteus ‘Silver Pink’: 

2ft (60cm) 

■  Hebe ‘Great Orme’: 4ft (1.2m) 

■  Lavandula angustifolia 

‘Hidcote’: 60cm (2ft) 

SUMMER
■ EVERGREEN

■  Caryopteris x clandonensis 

3ft (1m}) 

■  Fuchsia ‘Mrs Popple’: 3ft (1m) 

■  Philadelphus ‘Manteau 

d’Hermine’: 30in (75cm)

■ DECIDUOUS

■  Cotoneaster conspicuus 

‘Decorus’: 5ft (1.5m) 

■  Hebe ‘Autumn Glory’: 

(2ft) 60cm 

■  Viburnum davidii: 5ft (1.5m)

AUTUMN
■ EVERGREEN

■  Hydrangea macrophylla 

 ‘Mariesii Perfecta’: 6ft (2m) 

■  Perovskia Blue Spire’ 4ft (1.2m) 

■  Rosa ‘Fru Dagmar Hastrup’: 

3ft (1m)

■ DECIDUOUS

■  Cotoneaster dammeri: 

8in (20cm) 

■  Cotoneaster microphyllus: 

3ft (1m) 

WINTER
■ ALL EVERGREEN

PLANTING SHRUBS IN AUTUMN 

Soak the container shrub in a bowl of water and 

allow to drain. Dig a planting hole as deep and 

about twice as wide as the rootball. 

Remove the pot and tease out congested or 

circling roots. Stand the shrub in the planting 

hole so it sits level with the surrounding soil.

Water thoroughly after planting and mulch the 

soil surface, to help retain soil moisture and 

prevent weeds from taking hold.

step by step

Refill the planting hole while keeping the shrub 

upright. Tread the soil lightly with your heel to 

remove air pockets.

■ NEW SHRUBS will be long-

term residents in your garden, so 

it is worth putting a bit of extra 

effort into preparing the site 

before planting. Dig over the soil 

and remove all weeds, then 

incorporate well-rotted organic 

matter, such as garden compost, 

to help break-up the soil and 

improve drainage. 

Boost soil fertility before 

planting by incorporating a 

general fertiliser, such as 

gromore or blood, fish and bone.

SITE PREPARATION

■  Euonymus fortunei 

‘Emerald Gaiety’: 3ft (1m) 

■  Euonymus fortunei 

‘Emerald ‘n’ Gold’: 

2ft (60cm) 

■  Mahonia aquifolium 

‘Apollo’: 2ft (60cm) 

■  Pachysandra terminalis: 

8in (20cm),

■  Pachysandra terminalis 

‘Variegata’: 8in (20cm) 

■  Ruscus aculeatus: 

2½ft (75cm) 

■  Sarcococca hookeriana var. 

humilis: 2ft (60cm) 

■  Skimmia japonica 

‘Nymans’: 3ft (1m) 

Daphne odora 

‘Aureomarginata’

Santolina chamaecyparissus 

‘Cotton Lavender’

Cotoneaster conspicuus 

‘Decorus’

yellow Genista Lydia 

planted with blue Nepeta

Potentilla 

‘Red Ace’

The blue hydrangea is a 

popular traditional shrub

Euonymus fortunei 

‘Emerald ‘n’ Gold’’

SOME SHRUBS TO CHOOSE FROM
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The traditional way of
buying and growing
Wallflowers – as
bare root plants
– is still the best!

SAVE £6.99
Buy 2 packs get 1 FREE– 45 plants only £13.98!

4Bare root Wallflowers are quic
k to establish in the

warm Autumn soil.

4Despatched October/early No
vember for immediate planting

.

4 They produce bigger, stronger
plants with better

resistance to frost, wind and r
ain.

4 They’ll flower earlier and long
er than smaller plug plants.

4 They are ready to plant outsid
e straightaway – no need

to be grown on first.

4
Refund or replacement guara

nteed should your plants fail
to

grow satisfactorily, given reas
onable care and attention.

100% QUALITY GUARANTEE

These fabulous mixes

produce large clusters

of richly scented red,

pink, orange and

yellow flowers which

can be grown in

containers or as part of

a bedding scheme.

Fragrant, colourful, bee

and butterfly friendly:

these lovely Wallflowers

are available in a

choice of dwarf

(30cm/12in) and tall

(45cm/18in) varieties.

Wallflowers supplied as ‘in the green’ bare

root plants, the best way of buying this

much-loved garden favourite.

15 well-established bare root
Wallflowers – just £6.99!*

Perfect for planting Wallflowers and Bulbs.
With a narrow, tapered blade this ingenious trowel is the perfect tool
for mass planting wallflowers and bulbs. Stainless steel with a comfortable,
rubber handle. Size: L 35cm/14in.

5-in-1 Trowel
ONLY £4.95!

Buy 45 plants for price of 30 – SAVE £6.99!

Code AWALAGX1

Please send me: Price Qty Total Price

5120-7061 1 Pack Wallflower Dwarf Mixed
(15 bare root plants) £6.99

5120-7063 Buy 2 Get 1 FREE - SAVE £6.99 3 Packs
Wallflower Dwarf Mixed (45 bare root plants) £13.98

5120-7269 1 Pack Wallflower Tall Mixed
(15 bare root plants) £6.99

5120-7270 Buy 2 Get 1 FREE - SAVE £6.99 3 Packs
Wallflower Tall Mixed (45 bare root plants) £13.98

1090-3565 5-in-1 Trowel £4.95

Postage & Packing FREE

TOTAL AMOUNT

*To receive p&p discount of £4.95, quote
code in yellow box when ordering or enter it
in the ‘redeem voucher’ panel in your on-line
shopping basket.

ORDER
EARLY

– don’t miss out on
FREE P&P
and Save
£4.95*!

UK GROWN
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S THE garden enters the dormant 

period over the winter months, 

things also quieten down for most 

of the plants that live in the house and in 

conservatories.

Over the winter months, conservatory 

plants – and houseplants in general – are 

usually happy left to their own devices. 

Most will require watering a lot less often, 

and they won’t need feeding until they 

start to grow again once the weather 

warms up in spring (there are exceptions).

However, this doesn’t mean you can just 

ignore your indoor plants over the next 

few months! Here we run through the 

necessary, but fairly straightforward, tasks 

that need to be completed before the 

winter sets in.

A

During the winter, plants will 

be happiest in rooms that 

are not overheated. Avoid 

putting plants near open 

fi res, above hot radiators, 

in draughty situations and 

on windowsills on

frosty nights.

TOP TIP

Give conservatory plants the 

once-over before growth stops

and they go dormant for winter
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Ruth shows you how to 
prepare your conservatory 
and houseplants for the 
approaching cold weather

TIDYING
Clean down pots that have been outside, and 

give shelves a wash to get rid of fallen leaves 

that may harbour disease and pests.

FIXING CLIMBERS
Climbers still need 

supporting over 

the winter and 

there are many 

different ways of 

training them as 

they grow. 

One way is to 

encourage large 

climbing plants to grow 

around the inside of uPVC 

conservatories by 

attaching wire to 

suction hooks stuck to 

the walls (pictured).

CHECK FOR 

PESTS
If plants are 

coming back in 

after a summer 

outside, or you 

are bringing in 

tender container 

plants, check for 

pests. Remove 

slugs and snails, 

and watch for 

greenfl y and 

mealybugs, 

which thrive all 

year indoors. 

ROUTINE PLANT CARE
Water less often, so the compost almost dries 

out between waterings. Don’t feed foliage 

plants in winter as they are resting, but do 

open windows on warm days to boost air fl ow.

WATER AND FEED
Some fl owers including cyclamen and abutilon 

(pictured) fl ower through winter. Water them 

and feed monthly with a solution of Baby Bio.

Houseplant 
winter care

PRUNING
Remove dead fl owers and leaves. This 

keeps the plant looking neat and also 

helps conserve its energy throughout 

the winter for re-growth next spring. 
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’M GENERALLY very pleased with 

my rock garden (OK, that sounds 

a bit grand – let’s just call it a 

rockery!). There are little alpine flowers 

than come out in winter and a few in 

summer, while spring is the season with 

most interest. Autumn, however, is pretty 

much devoid of colour, apart from a 

meagre clump of hardy cyclamen. 

So one of the things I want to do, 

and now is as good a time as any to do 

it, is to incorporate a few plants with 

autumn flowers.

A second thing that needs attention is 

the controlling (or restraining) of those 

plants that are spreading. Some of them 

shouldn’t really be on the rockery at all, 

but in a weak moment several years ago I 

planted them, and am now beginning 

to regret it!

So, now is the time for a bit of rock 

garden (er, rockery) renovation!

In autumn, the only fl owers on

my rockery appear on one 

small clump of hardy cyclamen

Rockery renovation
A few simple jobs on the rockery now can give it a 
new lease of life come next spring, says Graham
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An alternative to a rock garden 
is a crevice garden, where 

sandstone slabs are set 
vertically into sand and in-fi lled 

with a mix of John Innes No 1 
and grit. These give plants 

deep root systems which are 
cooler in summer and 

warmer in winter

TOP TIP

8  AMATEUR GARDENING  1 NOVEMBER 2014
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Your 
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FACELIFT FOR 
ROCKERY POCKETS

step by step

Roughly position new plants in their 

pots, to check they look good with 

their neighbours and nearby rocks.

After planting, add a stone mulch 

that’s in keeping with the main rocks. 

Be careful not to bury the plants.

Despite the careful application of 

stone mulch, some will fall on the 

rocks so brush it away.

Give the plants a good soaking. And 

why not keep the plants’ picture labels 

in place for a while for added colour?
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DARLAC ROCKERY 
TROWEL DP1642

■ THERE AREN’T many products 

designed specially for working on 

rockeries, but you may fi nd the 

Darlac Rockery Trowel useful. 

I fi nd it is perfect for working in 

tight spaces, and is great for 

rockeries, as well as pots and 

windowboxes. The blade also 

has a useful engraved depth 

gauge for planting. Ring  

✆ 01753 547790 for stockists.

A few plants suitable for the rock 

garden are in fl ower now, and 

can be planted now. Your garden 

centre may not stock them, so 

you will need to fi nd a specialist 

mail order stockist:

■  Crocus goulimyi (pictured)

■  Sternbergia lutea

■   Cyclamen hederifolium 

(pictured)

■   Erica carnea varieties

■  Zauschneria ‘Western Hills’ 

(pictured)

■  Galanthus reginae-olgae

■  Gentiana sino-ornata (pictured)

■  Calluna vulgaris varieties

CEMENTING 
ROCK IN PLACE

A WELL-MADE rockery will have 

larger ‘keystones’, with smaller ones 

set next to or around them so that 

the strata look natural. You can use 

the larger stones to create edging 

or a rockery boundary and also for 

clambering on to reach higher plants. 

If this is the case, it is a good idea to 

set these stones firmly and securely on 

a bed of mortar. 

This need not be a major operation, 

as it may require just the removal of 

one or two of the relevant rocks. 

A crowbar will help move the stones 

out of and into their permanent 

positions. When resetting, bury the 

stones up to a third of their depth, 

while cementing them in place.ROCK PLANTS FOR 
AUTUMN COLOUR

Crocus goulimyi Cyclamen 

hederifolium 

Zauschneria 

‘Western Hills’ 

Gentiana 

sino-ornata 

REPLACING MULCH
THE ONE thing that truly sets 

off a rockery is the stone, gravel 

or chippings mulch that you 

place over the soil after planting. 

Unfortunately, however, it is not a 

stable beast. 

Over a season or two the stones 

will move (through the action of 

birds, animals and the weather). 

You can revitalise your rockery by 

refreshing and replenishing 

with the mulch of choice. 

REMOVING LEAVES
AUTUMN CAN be a devastating 

time for rockeries, as falling 

leaves cause havoc. Alpine plants 

tolerate really cold conditions, but 

they hate soggy and smothered 

situations where wet autumn 

leaves are compressed over them. 

Many alpines will not survive if 

covered over like this for more than 

a few days, so remove fallen leaves 

quickly. It’s particularly worth 

checking after autumn storms.

RESTRAINING CREEPERS
THE LEAVES of purple bugle (Ajuga 

reptans atropurpurea) are beautiful, 

but it grows like Topsy; one small 

plant, if left, can cover a rockery in 

a couple of years. Similar can be 

said of summer-flowering snow-in-

summer (Cerastium tomentosum). 

Both plants look like they make 

perfect alpine or rockery plants – 

but are best consigned to a part 

of the garden where they can grow 

away unhindered.

Gravel sets off a rockery

and needs replenishing

every year or two

Remove fallen leaves as,

if left, they will quickly 

kill many alpines

Control the spread 

of purple bugle by

thinning by hand now

Set larger keystones into a bed of 

cement if you use them as stepping

stones to reach higher rockery plants
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Your 
gardening 

week
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SOME CULTIVARS TO CHOOSE FROM

Whatever size your garden, there should be 
room for a currant or gooseberry bush, says Ruth

OOSEBERRIES AND currants 

are delicious soft fruits that are 

relatively easy to grow.

The bushes should be planted in 

autumn in moist, well-drained soil in a 

sunny or slightly shady position.

Gooseberries and currants can be 

bought as bushes or upright cordons. 

Cordons take up less space if you 

have a smaller garden. 

They can also be trained as fans 

against a wall, and gooseberries are 

often sold as mini trees with a short 

trunk topped by a bushy crown.

G

Get your gooseberry and 

currant bushes in the ground 

this autumn for a luscious 

crop next year

 

 

Currant affairs

Gooseberry: ‘Invicta’ (good 

disease resistance), ‘Leveller’ 

(dessert fruit), ‘Lord Derby’ 

(red fruit).

Redcurrant: ‘Jonkheer van Tets’ 

(very early), ‘Red Lake’ (mid-

season), ‘Stanza’ (mid-to 

late season)

Whitecurrant: ‘White Grape’ 

and ‘White Pearl’ (both fruit 

mid-season), ‘Versailles 

Blanche’ (early)

Blackcurrant: ‘Ben Connan’ 

(excellent fl avour), ‘Ben Hope’ 

(heavy yield), ‘Ben Sarek’ 

(good for small gardens).
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 step by step

PLANT IN CONTAINERS

PLANTING IN SOIL

Gooseberries 

and currants can 

also be planted 

in containers. 

Plant as in the 

ground, but 

using a mix of 

John Innes No 

3 and gravel to 

help drainage, 

and water well.

Remove plants 

from containers 

and tease out the 

roots circling the 

pot to get an idea 

of their spread. Dig 

a hole no deeper 

than the rootball, 

but up to three 

times the diameter 

of the pot.

Place the plant 

in the hole. 

Check rootball 

top is level with 

soil surface. 

Refi ll hole with 

soil improved 

with garden 

compost. Firm it 

down gently to 

eliminate 

air pockets. 

Provide a support 

stake for taller 

plants. Water 

well and keep the 

area around the 

plant weed-free. 

A mulch of garden 

compost or rotted 

manure will seal 

in moisture, but 

keep it away from 

the trunk.
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ADVERT CODE: AG241

Please tick here if you would prefer not to
receive offers other than from us.

© YouGarden Limited 2014.

I enclose cheque/PO payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £__________________
Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro card:

Card Security
No. No.

Start Expiry Maestro
Last 3 digits on reverse

Date Date Issue No.

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss First Name Surname

Address

Postcode

Email Tel.

“ How To Pick Your Own Bumper Crop Of
Scrumptious Apples, Pears And Plums From
Your Own ‘Home Grown’ Mini-Orchard...

...Grown
In Your
Garden,
Patio Or
Balcony For
Less Than
1p Per Lb
For Life!! ”

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
1. Visit: YouGarden.com/AG241
2. Telephone: 0844 6 569 569

Calls cost no more than 5p per min from a BT landline. Other network charges may vary.

3.By post using the coupon
YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2014

*Individual trees at £14.99 each. Delivery from early November

ALWAYS

USE

CODE:

AG241

It’s unbelievable but it’s true – this is a simply
staggering offer that the commercial growers didn’t

want you to hear about. Now you too can pick your
very own home grown bumper crops of premium
variety eating apples, pears and plums direct from
your very own ‘Mini-Orchard’.

At just a fraction of the price you’d normally expect
to pay, our highest-quality, “commercial grower” grade
trees come as 4-5ft tall, ready-to-plant specimens that
quickly establish into 6-7ft tall heavy croppers. Their
‘dwarf ’ rootstocks restrict height, so you will be able
to pick and enjoy your crops with no need
for ladders or climbing. All they need is a
small sunny space in your garden, in pots
on a patio, or even a balcony!
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STELLA
CHERRY

King
of Cookers

BRAM
LEY

APPLE

EXTRA BONUS OFFER!
As a special “Thank You” for your order, we’re giving
you the chance to complement your Mini Orchard
with a Stella Cherry and Bramley Apple tree – SAVE
£5 at just £9.99 each. Order as many as you like!

STELLA CHERRY
The UK’s favourite sweet
cherry. Delicous, sweet,
extra-juicy and bumper
cropping! Self-fertile.

BRAMLEY APPLE
The “King of Cookers”.
Fruits reach a whopping
6” diameter – perfect for
home-made apple pie!

Normally £14.99 each. SAVE £5! JUST £9.99
when you buy the Mini Orchard!

PLUS: FREE WITH
EVERY ORDER
Grower-Quality Bare-Root

Blackcurrant Bush
WORTH £6.99 EACH
Pick simply delicious, large, glossy,
blackberries – bursting with flavour and
Vitamin C – every year in
mid-summer. Perfect for summer puddings or
enjoying fresh from the bush with ice-cream!

4-5ft Tall UK Grown
Premium Quality Trees

3 TREES
Apple, Pear & Plum

+PP&I

– JUST –

£19.99
ONLY £6.66
PER TREE

SAVE £25!*
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ALL GROWER
QUALITY TREES
ARE SUPPLIED

READY-TO-PLANT

OUR DOUBLE GUARANTEE TO YOU
1. If you’re not totally happy with your order, return it within 30
days and we’ll replace or refund in full.
2. Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter,
we’ll replace free of charge – you just pay the PP&I!

Peter McDermott

Head Gardener

Your 3-Tree Mini Orchard Comprises Of:
Delicious Crisp
Braeburn Apple
Braeburn trees are
renowned for their
bumper crops – even
in their first season these trees
will yield several pounds of
deliciously juicy and crisp
mouth-watering fruit.

Juicy Sublime
Conference Pear
The ‘Conference’
variety has a sublime
flavour all of its own.
You can expect over
100lbs of beautiful fruit every
year, once your tree
is established.

All Time
Favourite
Victoria Plum
This ‘nation’s
favourite’ Victoria
Plum tree is a popular classic
- enjoy bumper crops of
incredibly juicy fruit
year-upon-year.

Post to: YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

*A £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas:
AB, BT, DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80,
PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full details.

ITEM OFFER DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY SUB TOTAL

300004
Mini Orchard Fruit Tree Collection

3 Trees: Apple, Pear & Plum SAVE £25
£19.99

Plus FREE Bare-Root Blackcurrant Bush FREE

These SPECIAL OFFERS go perfectly with your Mini Orchard Collection

300005 Stella Cherry Bare-Root Trees SAVE £5 £9.99

300006 Bramley Apple Bare-Root Tree SAVE £5 £9.99

150004 Complete Tree Planting Kit for 3 Trees

NOW WITH ROOT BOOST! £9.99

100004 Fish, Blood & Bone x 1.25kg £4.99

Join The YouGarden Club and
820001 SAVE 10% ON EVERY ORDER! £10.00

Was £20, Now £10. SAVE £10

Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined The YouGarden Club

Add PP&I £8.99

TOTAL ORDER VALUE
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 ALWAYS plant garlic in 

November, even on my 

cold site. It’s surprisingly 

hardy and easy to grow, and 

good value on a small plot 

– certainly if measured in 

taste per square yard! 

Although the cloves you 

plant look just like those sold 

for eating, it is worth buying 

special ‘seed’ garlic from a 

garden centre or mail order 

supplier. Using supermarket 

garlic can give poor results 

and could introduce disease. 

However, choice of varieties 

can be confusing until you 

know what to look for. 

Garlic comes in two types – 

‘soft-neck’ and ‘hard-neck’. 

12  AMATEUR GARDENING  1 NOVEMBER 2014

Planting garlic
I start two types of garlic cloves now, says Sue Stickland

Your 
gardening 

week

“A bonus 
harvest of edible 
f lower stalks”

I
Soft-necked varieties have 

tightly closed bulbs and 

bendy stalks, and are the 

most common. ‘Hard-necked’ 

varieties produce edible 

SUE STICKLAND 
is a qualifi ed gardener 
and widely published 
gardening writer

flower spikes when they 

grow. Each bulb ends up with 

a stiff stalk in the middle of a 

cluster of large cloves. 

Apart from this distinction 

there are significant 

differences between the 

harvest times of different 

varieties, and how well they 

will store. I usually grow an 

early hard-necked variety, 

which is lifted in midsummer 

and gives a bonus harvest of 

flower stalks (‘scapes’), and 

a later soft-necked variety 

for storing through until 

spring. Hard-necked 

varieties are not usually 

good keepers.  

Garlic cloves are best 

planted in late autumn 

because they need a cold 

spell before they will make 

good bulbs. It also gives the 

plants a chance to make 

good roots. Late maturing 

varieties need less of a chill, 

so you could plant them in 

early spring as soon as soil 

conditions allow – however, 

their roots will have a lot of 

catching up to do. ■
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Edible fl ower stalks on

hardneck varieties

Plant cloves 1in (5cm) deep,

6in (15cm) apart

T
im

e
In

c

SOIL SHOULD be friable, 

well-drained and fairly rich 

– winter waterlogging is 

the main problem. On my 

plot, the crop follows 

summer squashes which 

have had manure in spring.

I fork in a light dressing of 

garden compost or 

leafmould before planting. 

VARIETIES TO TRY
■ Early maturing, but only keep 

until Christmas: ‘Early Purple 

Wight’ (soft-neck) - widely 

available); ‘Red Duke’ (hard-

necked) Kings Seeds, D.T. Brown

■ Late harvest but good 

keepers: ‘Wight Cristo’  (soft-

neck) Thompson & Morgan; 

‘Solent Wight’ (soft-necked) 

widely available.

HOW TO PLANT 

GARLIC CLOVES

■ Split the bulbs into 

individual cloves just before 

you plant (pictured).

■ Plant the cloves with a 

trowel, pointed end up, so 

that they have at least an 

inch of soil above them – 

more on light soils.  Space 

6in (15cm) apart in rows 12in 

(30cm) apart or in a block 

9in (22cm) apart each way. 

■ The largest cloves will 

usually give the largest 

bulbs, so make room for 

these fi rst. 

■ Mark the rows or edges of 

the block, because shoots 

may not appear for weeks. 

■ Plant spare small cloves 

close together, even in a 

container, then cut off the 

foliage in spring to use as 

garlicky chives. 
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Planting now in rich soil will

help to build large bulbs

(inset) at harvest time
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#

Order now atmarshalls-seeds.co.uk/ARAGX1 Call0844 557 6791
Hours: Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.30pm, Sat-Sun 9am-4pm

Code AAWRAGX1

* Plus £3.95 P&P

Send to:Marshalls, Alconbury Weston, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE28 4HY

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Delivery Address

Postcode

Email address

Telephone

I enclose my cheque made payable to Marshalls

Debit my VISA Mastercard Maestro

Card Number

Date Date Issue Date

Name on Card

Signature Date

Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from Marshalls. See website for terms and conditions. Credit/debit

cards charged at time of ordering. Please tick if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from our Company.

Start End Maestro Card Security
Number

(last 3 numbers printed on signature strip)

Please send me: Price Qty Total Price

1060-5831 Raspberry Collection x 6 canes

(2 of each) £8.95

1060-5835 Raspberry Collection x 18 canes
(Buy 2 Collections, Get 1 FREE)

SAVE £8.95! £17.90

Postage & Packing £3.95†

TOTAL AMOUNT

Buy 2 collections and get 1 Free, SAVE £8.95

†Represents a £1 discount off our standard P&P of £4.95.
To receive this discount quote code in yellow box when
ordering or enter it in the ‘redeem voucher’ panel in your
on-line shopping basket.

Quality Guarantee
Refund or replacement guaranteed
should your raspberries fail to grow
satisfactorily, given reasonable care

and attention.

With its distinctive red berries,
disease resistance and long
cropping season from early
August to first frosts, this
short, strong caned variety has
been the gardeners’ choice for
many years.

A novel variety producing
attractive yellow fruit for
lovely autumn colour. The
same vigour, habit and
cropping potential as Autumn
Bliss but with superior,
sweeter-tasting fruit.

The ‘must have’ primocane
variety for every home
gardener, with exceptional
yields of up to 2.5kg per plant
in ideal conditions, and sweet
tasting fruit twice the size of
Autumn Bliss!

For a bumper autumnharvest
year after year,order today!

6 Raspberry Canes

– just £8.95!*

Polka AGM

Primocane
All Gold AGM

Primocane
Autumn Bliss AGM

Primocane

6 top quality
bare root

canes

3 Canes are quick
to establish

3 You get a bump
er crop

next season

3 Pick raspberries
until the

first frosts

3 Short, sturdy ca
nes are

easier tomaintain – perfect

for smaller gardens!

3 Delivered in No
vember

Last chance
to order!

Order today

for GUARANTEED

autumn delivery

Save £8.95
18 canes just

£17.90!*

All three of these well-known
varieties carry the coveted RHS
Award of Garden Merit. Primocane
varieties flower and fruit well into
autumn – even into October. The
short canes make this a great
collection for the home gardener
with a smaller fruit and vegetable
plot, so order today for a bumper
crop of delicious autumn fruiting
raspberries next year!

Award-Winning

Raspberry
Collection!

Each Collection contains:
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Better crops, 
more f lowers
Peter looks back at six decades of  
improved fl ower and crop cultivation 

UR EDITOR’S wife 

Kath thought a fresh 

picked apple ‘Charles 

Ross’ from their garden was 

one of the best ever tasted.  

It reminded me of a day at 

this time of year in the 1950s 

when a ‘Charles Ross’ was 

picked up from dew-laden 

grass beneath a tree on a 

nursery where I worked.

The fact that the memory of 

that fi rst bite remains to this 

day is proof of the quality, but 

we need to remember that 

every apple has its day. 

Just as wine has vintage 

years, so each apple variety 

has a vintage week or two 

when the taste and 

condition are perfect.

Efforts are currently being 

made to gather plant 

examples to demonstrate the 

improvements that have been 

made over the past 60 years 

in cultivars and new methods 

of cultivation.  

It is well illustrated by apple 

crops; historically the yield for 

commercial orchards was 198 

bushels (3.5 tons per acre).

When I spent an autumn 

picking ‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’ 

PETER SEABROOK is a 
gardening expert and former
presenter of Gardeners’ World

PETER’S TIPS FOR BEGONIA SUCCESS
If you grow 
Begonia 

semperfl orens, 
(pictured) why not 
give F1 Begonia 
‘Whopper’ or ‘Mr 
Big’ a try? Planted 
at wider spacing 
they produce 
large fl owers.

Sunpatiens, 
pictured, 

leave ordinary 
bedding busy 
lizzies standing. 
They have strong 
roots that 
withstand drought 
and are more 
disease resistant. 

1 2

A three-year-old specimen of 

Begonia ‘Santa Cruz’ producing 

a huge tuber and massive plant

on a commercial holding, 

big trees that needed ladders 

for picking and pruning 

produced 5.9 tons.  

Now ‘Cox’ on dwarf trees 

yield 8.8 tons and an 

outstanding crop weighs in at 

11.8 tons, which is a 

threefold increase.

These heavier yields come 

from improved growing 

methods, and if we switch to 

modern cultivars such as 

‘Gala’ the crop goes up again 

from 17 to 22 tons per acre. 

An exceptional crop of 

‘Braeburn’ in the UK gets 

to 29.5 tons – over eight 

times the yield of mid-20th 

century harvests.

There are similar examples 

for many other plants. 

Strawberries used to yield 

2.5 tons per acre and now 

growers achieve 12.5 tons, 

while tomatoes were 40 tons 

per acre under glass and now 

are way over 200 tons.  

A pot-grown plant of new 

strawberry ‘Malling 

Centenary’ had a good crop 

of ripe fruit on the Miracle 

Gro’wers Schools Exhibit at 

Chelsea Flower Show in May. 

This same plant was still 

fl owering and ripening big 

berries well into October.  

They all add up to bigger 

crops with improved fl avour. 

Rose varieties bred under 

glass for cut fl ower 

production used to produce 

10 to 12 fl owers per bush per 

year. They now yield well over 

four times that, and last much 

longer when cut and placed 

in water with cut fl ower food.  

14  AMATEUR GARDENING  1 NOVEMBER 2014
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“Gardeners 
benefit from 
new hybrids”

Gardeners benefi t from new 

hybrids in a whole range of 

summer fl owering plants, 

especially begonias.

A range of multi-fl owering 

kinds has been bred from 

Begonia boliviensis and is 

propagated from cuttings.  

Now new ground has been 

broken with seed-raised 

Begonia boliviensis ‘Santa 

Cruz Sunset’. It develops into 

a huge plant smothered in 

orange-red fl owers from May 

to October.  

Better still, it produces a 

plump tuber, so even bigger 

plants can be grown in the 

second and third years. ■

Sixties-size Begonia semperfl orens 

right and novelty introduction 

F1 Begonia ‘Whopper’, left
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Treasure
hunt

TreasurTreasurTreasure
hunt

AYER UP with Heat 

Holders clothing and 

put a stop to chilly 

winds and cold air spoiling 

your enjoyment of the 

garden this winter. 

You’ll be far 

more toastier 

thanks to the 

thermal 

technology, 

which holds 

warm air close 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Use of personal details: Entering this competition indicates your 
consent to be added to the regular Amateur Gardening newsletters and that Time Inc. (UK) 
Ltd, and its partners may contact you about relevant products or services and research 
via email. You can opt out at any time via the unsubscribe messages in the emails you 
are sent. Closing date for entries is Friday 28 November 2014. All entries must be on the 
offi cial entry form, no photocopies accepted. Entries received mutilated, illegible, altered, 
incomplete or not complying exactly with the rules and instructions will be disqualifi ed. 
No responsibility can be accepted for entries lost or delayed in the post or elsewhere. No 
correspondence will be entered into and entry implies acceptance of the rules as fi nal and 
legally binding. Employees of Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, Heat Holders and their relatives are not 
eligible for entry. The prize is non-transferable and is as listed – no cash alternative. 

C

A

D

B

TO ENTER: For your chance to win simply track down the 

four images below in this issue of Amateur Gardening, fi ll in 

the coupon telling us which page each appears on and send 

to: November Treasure Hunt, Natalie Paszkowski, Time Inc. 

(UK) Ltd, 7th Floor, Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, 

London SE1 OSU to reach us by Friday 28 November 2014

n 

Use of personal details: entering this competition indicates your consent to be added 

to the regular Amateur Gardening newsletters and that Time Inc. (UK) Ltd and its 

partners may contact you about relevant products or services and research via email. 

You can opt out at any time via the unsubscribe messages in the emails you are sent. 

Amateur Gardening, published by Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. will collect your personal information to process your entry and to gain 
a better understanding of our magazine readership.

Amateur Gardening and Time Inc. (UK) Ltd. would like to contact you by post or telephone to promote and ask your opinion 
on our magazines and services.  Please tick here if you prefer not to hear from us.  ■

Time Inc. may occasionally pass your details to carefully selected organisations so they can contact you by telephone or post 
with regards to promoting and researching their products and services.  Please tick here if you prefer not to be contacted.  ■

PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS

Full name

(Mrs/Miss/Ms/Mr/Title)

Address

 Postcode  

Telephone   Year of birth

Fill in this coupon and send it to: AG November Treasure 

Hunt, Natalie Paszkowski, Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 7th Floor, Blue 

Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London SE1 OSU

Picture Your answer

A is on page...

B is on page...

C is on page...

D is on page...  

Entries to reach us by Friday 28 November 2014.

1 NOVEMBER 2014 /AG Treasure Hunt

NOVEMBER 2014 Treasure Hunt

Email

■ Circle which 
size you require:

Thermal Vest:

S   M   L   XL   XXL

Snug Over:

S   M   L   XL   XXL

to the skin for even longer. 

Wrapping up couldn’t be 

easier as the range includes, 

thermal vests, wellington 

boot socks and Snug Over 

fl eece. The thermal long 

sleeved vest cleverly shapes 

to the body’s natural 

contours, working with the 

soft brushed insides to 

maximise warmth. Choose 

from black, grey and white 

and a range of mens and 

ladies sizes. (men’s: 

£12, women’s: £15).

Add a top layer 

with the Heat 

Holders Snug Over 

– a soft fur fl eece 

jumper made from 

Heatweaver thermal 

fur fabric in a 

fi sherman’s smock 

style with drawstring 

funnel neck and a tog 

rating of 1.4. It comes 

in a range of sizes for 

men and women in black, 

purple and navy (price £25). 

There are plenty of sock 

styles to choose from too, 

including the wellington 

sock, slipper socks, a long 

length sock, not to mention 

the Heat Holders Original!

Don’t be left out in the cold 

this winter, get your Heat 

Holders from high street 

stores where prices start at 

£12. Alternatively visit 

  heatholders.com, where 

you’ll fi nd out more about 

the full range from blankets, 

hats, gloves, leggings, tights 

and neck warmers.

Why not enter our 

competition too as this week 

we’re also giving 10 lucky 

Amateur Gardening readers 

the chance to win a Snug 

Over, long sleeved thermal 

vest and ladies wellington 

boot socks in a package 

worth £52.

■ To enter 

For your chance to win track 

down the four images below 

in this issue of Amateur 

Gardening, fi ll in the coupon 

telling us which page each 

appears on and send to 

Natalie Paszkowski 

November Treasure Hunt, 

Time Inc. (UK) Ltd, 7th Floor, 

Blue Fin Building, 110 

Southwark Street, London 

SE1 OSU to reach us before 

Friday 28 November 2014.

WINHeat Holders 
goodies

Let Heat Holders keep you warm and cosy this winter 

L

£520
worth of
prizes

Over
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eAsk theAsk the
 experts

Ask thetheAsk theAsk thethe
 experts

Que tions answered!

ANNA TOEMAN

has 20 years’ 

experience working 

in historic gardens

JOHN NEGUS

trained at the RHS 

and is a specialist 

garden writer

DR JANE BINGHAM

has a plant science 

PhD and a MSc in 

plant ecology

A 
Normally this airy perennial 

makes a tall and sparsely 

furnished plant that grows to around 

4ft (1.2m) tall. 

However, you can induce it to 

bush out and produce more 

flowering stems by pinching out 

new shoots in spring – cutting just 

above a leaf. 

Give the plants a boost by applying 

a liquid feed, such as Miracle-Gro, 

after removing the stem tips. By 

midsummer, when your plants are 

fully formed, a plethora of blossom 

will delight you.

JOHN NEGUSW
ik

im
e
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ia

Q
“Is there any way 
to make Verbena 

bonariensis grow 
more bushy?”
Brendon Marks, Liverpool

Email us: amateurgardening@timeinc.com

Call us: &0843 168 0200 (12 to 1pm weekdays)
Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline, call costs from other networks may be higher.

Write to us: AG Helpline, Westover House, 
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG

AG on

Follow us on Twitter, 

go to @TheAGTeam

can solve your 

problems!

Make your verbena 

more bushy by pinching 

out its new shoots

✆ 0843 168 0200*

Call weekdays f om 12-1pm

*Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline, call costs from other networks may be higher.

“Carole Brent from Bristol wants 

to know what shrubs to plant to 

help feed the birds.

“There is a wide range of fruit-

bearing shrubs available including 

cotoneaster, Ribes odoratum, 

Rosa rugosa, Viburnum opulus, 

callicarpa, hippophae, holly, 

pernettya and leycesteria. 

They will provide food for 

birds during the autumn 

and into the winter.”

LET US 
HELP 
YOU!

AG Expert hotlineAG Expert hotline
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Ask the
experts
Ask thetheAsk the

 experts

APansies and violas are 

from the same genus 

and these days so many 

hybrids are available that you 

are spoilt for choice. 

I find winter pansies with 

their large faces lovely at this 

time of the year. However, I 

cannot seem to get them to 

flower well once the buds 

that are already formed 

when I buy them, have 

opened into flowers. 

They never seem to 

produce any other until the 

spring, and even then not 

that well.  

I prefer to grow violas, with 

their charming, smaller faces 

that not only flower on and 

on through the winter, but 

start back into growth in the 

spring – giving months of 

continued colour – if you 

make sure they are regularly 

deadheaded and fed. 

AGoji berry plants are 

deciduous, hardy and, 

once established, incredibly 

easy to grow. In the ground 

they grow into a dense bush 

that can reach 10ft (3m) tall. 

However, if regularly 

pruned, they will form an 

attractive small bush that 

produces more berries. 

AAll should be pruned to keep them no taller than 3-4ft 

(90-120cm). 

Shorten all three varieties by half during November to reduce 

the risk of wind-rock, which can loosen and damage the plants 

in winter. Then, in March or early April, cut back bushes to 

around 18in (45cm). 

After pruning, feed with a magnesium-rich granular feed, 

such as Bayer Garden Toprose, repeating monthly until August. 

Your plants should flourish and provide you will many blooms. 

JOHN NEGUS

Problem solver
Christ ine Walkden’s

AG on Go to  facebook.com, create a 

free account if needs be, search 

for Amateur Gardening and 

you’re ready to join in the chat!

Problem solverProblem solver

Pansies and violas

are from the same

family and come in

many colours

SEE OUR 
CHRISTINE 

ON THE ONE 
SHOW, BBC 1

Q “I’ve got a goji berry bush which I would 
like to be more productive. When and 

how should I prune it for the maximum 
production of fruit?”
Richard Boardman, Birmingham

Q “My local garden centre is selling winter 
pansies and winter violas. Are they the 

same, and do they flower into summer?” 
Sandra Rosenfeld, Ealing

Q “I have a 
trio of 

overgrown 
rose bushes: 
‘Masquerade’, 
‘Blessings’ and 
‘Rhapsody in 
Blue’. Can you 
tell me how to 
prune them?”
Jane Wilkinson, 

Worksop, Notts
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Frostline Boots from GRUB’S
The Frostline boots are perfect for keeping your feet warm and dry in the 
garden. With excellent grip and superior comfort, they are also extremely 
practical with their insulating and waterproof properties. Available in 
Mossy Green, Black, Fuchsia, Violet and Camoufl age. Sizes 4-13.  

For more information contact Grub’s on 01279 418052 or visit www.work-lite.com. 
Like GRUBS on facebook – www.facebook.com/grubsboots

£70
RRP

Sponsored by

GAYLE HOGAN I potted up some hardy perennial plugs last 
month thinking they’d stay in their pots until spring, but the roots 
are showing underneath and the plants are a couple of inches tall. 
Should I leave them where they are or pop them into my garden 
before the frosts come? 

DR JANE BINGHAM Plant them now. The soil is warm and 
moist, which will help the plants establish a good root system 
before the frosts come. In spring they should romp away.
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Goji bushes will 

produce better crops

if pruned regularly

Prune rose bushes to half their height in 

November to reduce wind-rock

Pruning should take place in 

winter and involve removing 

dead wood and shortening 

overlong stems back to an 

upright growth lower down. 

Plants flower and fruit from 

their second year on wood 

produced in the current 

growing season. 

ANNA TOEMAN
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CODE PRODUCT Price Subs 
price QTY Total

TCC57323
Callicarpa ‘Profusion’ 
one 9cm potted plant £9.99 £8.99

TCC43585
Carolina Allspice
one 9cm potted plant £9.99 £8.99

TCC57324

Buy two 9cm potted 
plants (one each of the 
Callicarpa and Carolina 
Allspice), get the 
Snowdrop Tree FREE!

£19.98 £17.98

£1.95

£Total

* Add postage and packaging



Callicarpa ‘Profusion’ – hardy

Carolina allspice – scented
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Mature height: 10ft (3m), spread: 8ft (2.5m). 

Supplied in 4in (9cm) pots.

■ Buy one 4in (9cm) potted plant for £9.99

Carolina allspice – hardy, trouble-free shrub with 

a fragrance of stewed apples with cinnamon. The 

perfume comes from not only the showy fl owers, 

but also from the crushed leaves.

Mature height: 8ft (2.5m), spread: 10ft (3m).

■ Buy one 4in (9cm) potted plant for £9.99

■ Or buy both varieties for £19.98 and receive 

a FREE ‘Snowdrop Tree’ (left) worth £19.99!

Halesia carolina (Snowdrop tree). White, bell 

fl owers in spring. Mature height: 16ft (5m), 

spread: 20ft (6m). Supplied in 4in (9cm) pot.

Snowdrop Tree
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Glasshouse 
sort out
Anne sets about taming the jungle of 
greenhouse plants as winter beckons

T
HIS SUMMER, 

growth in our 

greenhouse reached 

jungle-like 

proportions, with tomatoes 

(and an unusual Tomtato – 

more overleaf), peppers, 

aubergines and butternut 

squash along one side, 

cucumbers and passion fruit 

at the end and staging full of 

ornamentals. On top of this 

there was a shelf of cacti and 

succulents along the other 

side and I even found room 

for a guinea pig hutch. 

Needless to say it will take me 

some time to sort out and 

clean up after this little lot.

I decided to start with the 

cacti, succulents and South 

African bulbs. John and I are 

expanding our collection of 

these fascinating plants. Many 

of ours are having a late flush 

of flowers just before they go 

into dormancy and I’m going 

through them one by one, 

picking out weeds and 

deciding where each should 

spend the winter. 

They’ve loved the 

greenhouse shelf, where light 

is bright and even without 

being harsh or scorching. This 

makes for good, compact 

growth and it is interesting to 

see how the lithops (living 

stones or pebble plants) are 

slightly lop-sided through 

having been grown on my 

bedroom windowsill. 

CLOSE INSPECTION

Their large, daisy-like blooms 

in particular, grow towards 

the light. They won’t open 

without sunlight and tend to 

do so towards the end of the 

day. The flowers of cacti and 

succulents deserve close 

inspection but I admire their 

durability and physical 

adaptations too.

The worst glasshouse weed 

is yellow-flowered oxalis, 

whose deep roots and 

pinging seeds make it hard to 

get rid of. I’m winkling it out 

from between the bulbs of 

Cyrtanthus mackenii var. 

cooperi using a slender, 

notched stick. This yellow-

flowered cyrtanthus is not as 

showy as its cousin the 

Scarborough lily but will open 

its fragrant tubular yellow 

flowers during winter.

Out in the garden, the late 

show plays out, with a good 

display from the Nerine 

bowdenii recently planted out 

by some New England asters 

(A. novae-angliae ‘Lye End 

Beauty’). The asters are so 

good, I must remember to 

take some basal cuttings in 

spring, the quickest way to 

make lots of new plants from 

small clumps. 

I also moved some dead 

stems away from the hardy 

begonia B. grandis subsp. 

evansiana so we can enjoy 

their glistening pink flowers. ■

“The worst 
glasshouse 
weed is yellow 
f lowered 
oxalis ”

 

THREE 
FLOWERING 
CACTI AND 
SUCCULENTS

LISTEN TO OUR ANNE ON RADIO 4'S GARDENERS' QUESTION TIME

AG’s Family Gardener

nne
A

ithinbank
Anne

Swithinbank
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I cleared dead stems from around 

Begonia grandis subsp. evansiana 

the better to enjoy its late display

As soon as I’ve weeded and

moved all the cacti and

succulents, the greenhouse

can have a good clean,

inside and out. the

yellow-fowered oxalis

is a pernicious greenhouse

weed, which pings its

seeds everywhere.
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Astrophytum asterias from texas and 
mexico is known as sea urchin cactus and 
will receive no more water till next spring

South African Haworthia truncata 
resembles a rock formation and sends up 
spikes of white fowers

unfortunately my lithops are now a bit 
lop-sided due to being grown on one of our 
bedroom windowsills

the pots of Nerine 

bowdenii planted out last 

month are fowering well

Aster novae-angliae ‘Lye end Beauty’ is a 

tough New england aster and I mean to 

make more of this late fowering perennial
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The results 
are finally in 

A 
PRESS release 

arrived from the 

seed company 

Thompson and 

Morgan telling how a larger 

crop of potatoes can be had 

from planting one tuber per 

cosy 8ltr container (which 

looked like a black polythene 

growing sleeve), than five 

tubers in a 40ltr grow sack. 

They reckoned you’d get 

three times as many tubers 

per seed potato by using the 

smaller container. 

Seeing this reminded me 

that back in the spring, 

they’d sent me a tomtato to 

try. That is a tomato grafted 

onto a potato (they are both 

in the same family). A spindly 

grafted plant arrived through 

the post and I potted it on 

carefully, staked it gently and 

nurtured it by shading from 

hot sun with a layer of fleece. 

MOMENT OF TRUTH

The plant prospered and 

ended up in a pot measuring 

14in (35cm) across the top. 

The tomato grew strongly 

above ground, delivering 

masses of tasty cherry 

tomatoes over a long period. 

We kept it in the greenhouse, 

as we’ve found that 

outdoors, tomatoes will die 

of blight pretty much every 

summer here. 

This week, was the moment 

of truth – what had been 

happening below ground? 

The top was clipped off and 

kept for the remaining 

tomatoes to ripen and the 

roots turned out of the pot. I 

dug and dug and dug but 

found only four medium 

sized tubers. We’ll have to 

treasure these but I’m 

wondering where I went 

wrong. Maybe I should have 

added potato fertilizer, or 

perhaps the watering regime 

for tomatoes wasn’t 

sufficient for tuber growth? 

The potatoes might not have 

liked growing inside a 

greenhouse, or maybe the 

tomatoes were drawing 

nourishment from the 

potatoes, which would 

explain why they were so 

virile. That’s it! The tomatoes 

ate my potatoes.

Having spoken to T&M, they 

said they expect six good 

sized potatoes under the 

tomatoes, so maybe my 

expectations were just too 

high. I’d planted two tubers 

of my favourite spud ‘Nadine’ 

in a 12in (30cm) pot and kept 

those outdoors, well-watered 

and barely fed but they 

yielded a reasonable crop of 

small to medium tubers. I 

think I’ll try the smaller sleeve 

method next year.

SQUASH STORAGE

Potatoes and tomatoes 

safely gathered in, I set about 

clearing through the debris 

and unearthed a small but 

usable butternut squash. This 

will be stored for a while to 

gather sweetness before 

being baked or turned into 

soup. More about the squash 

tribe next week, when I visit a 

trial and find that pumpkins 

need patches. ■

It’s time for the big reveal of the potato 
crop on Anne’s tomtato plant

  

An 'sAnne'sAnne's

FUN WITH 
POTATOES 
AND 
TOMATOES

Kitchen Garden
Anne'snAnne'sAnne'snn
Kitchen Garden

I’ve been harvesting potatoes 

from pots and some have done 

better than others

I came across a surprise 

butternut squash amongst the 

undergrowth in the greenhouse

Two potato ‘Nadine’ tubers 

yielded a good haul from a 12in 

(30cm) pot left outdoors

The tasty cherry fruits from the 

tomtato were plentiful over a 

long period

There were only four moderate 

tubers from the tomtato but it was 

fun to grow
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days and they’ll keep you warm and dry too, with taped seams and

a concealed hood to keep out the rain. Fully breathable for

comfort, with a drawcord hem for a watertight fit and a full length

zip with contrast tape trim. Great value and priceless when a

shower starts. Length approx 32.5” (82cm). Plus only £3.99 delivery.
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ISITORS TO an 

historic garden 

have declined by

50 per cent after 

bosses started charging 

National Trust members up to 

£10 per day to park their cars.

Wakehurst Place gardens in 

West Sussex was forced to 

reveal the plunge following a 

Freedom of Information Act 

request from campaigners, 

who want charges abolished.

Between 1 April and 31 

August 2013, 168,107 people 

visited Wakehurst, which is 

Kew’s country garden.

But during the same period 

ANGER AT PARKING FEES LEADS TO BOYCOTT

Visitors plunge at Wakehurst

Grow more spuds? Use small bags, says T&M

this year, just 81,844 people 

visited, after the parking fees 

came into force in spring.

A petition on campaigning 

website  Change.org, which 

calls on Kew’s management to 

drop parking charges at 

Wakehurst for National Trust 

members, has so far been 

signed by 1,648 people.

HIGHEST LEVEL

A Kew spokesperson said: 

“We are aware of the petition. 

We respect people’s right to 

sign it and express their views, 

but it is not appropriate for 

the petition to solely target 

individuals connected 

to Wakehurst and 

Kew. The decision to 

introduce charges 

was taken at the 

highest levels at the 

National Trust and

at Kew.”

Prior to the 

introduction of 

parking fees, 80 per 

cent of Wakehurst’s 

visitors accessed the 

gardens for free using 

Award winning

News Got a story? call 01202 440848

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

Got a story? call 01202 440848 

or email marc.rosenberg@timeinc.com

V
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National Trust membership, 

with “no direct income 

coming to Wakehurst from 

their membership payments”.

The spokesperson added: 

“Wakehurst Place runs at

a £1.4 million loss”

GARDENERS WHO grow spuds in small 

sacks can benefi t from higher yields.

Thompson & Morgan says it’s possible 

to get 80 spuds from a little eight-litre 

bag by planting just one seed potato in it.

Gardeners usually put fi ve tubers in 

40-litre sacks. But T&M claims that small 

bags are more productive, following trials 

using its new variety ‘Jazzy’ – a fi rst-early 

spud bred for yield and fl avour.

T&M boss Paul Hansord challenged his 

local gardening club to a grow-off, using 

three tubers of ‘Maris Peer’ and three, 

eight-litre bags.

Paul said: “As with our technical trials, 

the club results were hard to believe. If I 

hadn’t cut the top growth from the 

winning entry and emptied out the crop 

myself, I wouldn’t have believed it.”

■ Gwynneth Hogger (right) won T&M’s 

gardening club challenge, growing 17.5lb 

of spuds in three, eight-litre bags.

An AG reader who beats this could win 

£100 of T&M vouchers. Email a photo of 

you and your 2015 harvest to 

kcollins@thompson-

morgan.com.

Winners will be 

notifi ed in July 2015.

Wakehurst Place is receiving

fewer visitors this autumn

“Wakehurst Place currently 

runs at a £1.4 million loss as

a result of this. Of the

£2.2 million it takes to run 

Wakehurst every year, just 

£80,000 comes from an 

endowment administered by 

the National Trust on behalf of 

Wakehurst Place’s last private 

owner, Sir Henry Price.”
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T&M says bigger growing sacks (left) can produce

smaller harvests than using little bags

Visitor numbers have fallen by 50 per cent
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Compost f irm to launch 
100 per cent peat blend
ANOTHER MANUFACTURER 

has unveiled plans to 

introduce a peat-based 

universal compost.

In January, J Arthur BowerÕs 

will launch Masterblend 

Compost, made from 100 per 

cent Scottish peat with added 

John Innes.

Bord na Mona recently 

unveiled bales of Irish 

Moss Peat. And in 

August, Thompson & 

Morgan launched 

Incredicompost, a new 

brand that contains 80 

per cent Irish peat.

The government has a 

target for UK gardening 

to be peat-free by 2020.

J Arthur BowerÕs also makes 

SuperFyba, its latest peat-free 

compost. A spokesman said 

that peat use is falling, but 

said it is launching 

Masterblend [peat] compost 

because Òmost gardeners still 

want peat-based compostÓ.

He added: ÒMany have never 

tried peat substitutes, while 

others may have tried early 

peat alternatives and found 

them wanting.

ÒDevelopments like 

SuperFyba will encourage 

more gardeners to switch, 

even before the regulatory 

deadline,Ó he added.

Masterblend will have 

an RRP of £6.99 for a 

50-litre bag, or £12 for 

two bags.

The compost is 

enriched with a six-

month controlled-

release fertiliser, and 

also contains Celcote, 

an ingredient which is 

claimed to result in watering 

savings of up to 25 per cent, 

Òwithout plant stress or wiltÓ.

The return of high-peat 

composts angered Friends of 

the Earth, which wants peat 

bogs to be protected.

After AG reported on T&M 

VICTORIA PARK in LondonÕs Tower Hamlets beat competition from more than 1,400 open green 

spaces to win Keep Britain TidyÕs PeopleÕs Choice Award.

The 170 year-old park, one of LondonÕs most historic, spans 86 hectares and receives up to 12 

million visitors every year. It is known for its glorious displays of summer bedding.

A record 32,694 votes were cast that saw Victoria Park take the top spot. Mote Park in Kent 

came second, with Margam Park in South Wales taking third place.

and Bord na MonaÕs peat 

compost launches, FoE policy 

director Craig Bennett 

Tweeted: ÒIÕll be writing to the 

DEFRA [Department for 

Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs] minister to ask what 

steps the government is going 

to take with industry ignoring 

[peat-free] targets.Ó

GROW-YOUR-OWN

DT Brown has published its Fruit & 

Vegetables 2015 catalogue. It has a 

veg storage guide.  dtbrownseeds.

co.uk or ✆ (0845) 371 0532.

PERSON OF THE YEAR

RHS executive vice president Jim 

Gardiner was named International 

Gardens and Tourism Person of the 

Year 2014 at a conference in France.

NewsNews
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THE BIG 
PICTURE

 

GARDENERS’ QUESTION TIME
CHRIS BEARDSHAW, Bob 

Flowerdew and Christine Walkden 

join Eric Robson in Cambridge. 

Tune in to BBC Radio 4 at 3pm 

on Friday 31 October (repeated at 

2pm on 2 November).
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Taking a stand

Gardeners’ World presenter 

Monty Don has stoked the 

peat debate. Organic Monty, 

who is president of the Soil 

Association, wrote on Twitter: 

ÒLetÕs be clear: there is no 

good reason for any garden 

to use peat. Ever. Would we 

grub out ancient hedgerows 

to use as bean sticks?Ó

A BLOOMIN’ 
BAD WEEK

A BLOOMIN’ 
GOOD WEEK
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Climate campaigners

Global warming may not be 

causing as much harm as 

feared, thanks to plants and 

trees. Research at Wyoming 

University found that when 

levels of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere increase, plants 

grow quicker and absorb more 

CO2, thereby reducing levels.
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“ Create Fabulous Winter & Spring Patio Colour
Now With 50% Off – From Under 13p Per Plant...

...This time-limited offer brings you 
superb quality, stunning varieties 
to produce a vibrant rainbow of 
colour and sweet scent

throughout the winter months! ”

Pansy Matrix – Buy One Get One Free – SAVE £9.99!

Providing a splash of zingy colour in the dull days of winter, 

it will smother your patio containers with big, fragrant pansy 

fl owers for 6 months! Incredibly hardy. Height 15cm (6”).

Polyanthus Crescendo – Buy One Get One Free – SAVE £14.99!

The latest and best fragrant Polyanthus around, it’s a ‘Multi-

fl ora’ variety and therefore incredibly prolifi c, fully winter 

hardy fl owering non-stop from mid-winter through to May 

every year. Height 25cm (10”).

Pansy Frizzle Sizzle – Buy One Get One Free – SAVE £14.99!

An exquisite mixture of frilly fl owers, many of which have 

delicate ‘cats whisker’ markings. Unique and rare, they will fi ll 

your patio pots and baskets with gorgeous colour and sweet 

fragrance throughout winter and spring. Height 15cm (6”).

Primrose Alaska – Buy One Get One Free – SAVE £14.99!

Like dazzling jewels on cold Winter days, Alaska is a bright-

eyed variety with a soft sweet scent that will fi ll your garden. 

Flowering throughout winter, coming to a crescendo of vibrant 

colour in spring, it’s perfect for patio pots. Height 15cm (6”).

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
1. Visit: YouGarden.com/AG240

2.  Telephone: 0844 6 569 569
Calls cost no more than 5p per min from a BT landline. Other network charges may vary. 

3.   By post using the coupon
YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Offer available while stocks last. © YouGarden Ltd 2014

ALWAYS

USE

CODE:

AG240

ADVERT CODE: AG240

 Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers 
other than from us. © YouGarden Limited 2014.

I enclose cheque/PO payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £__________________
Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro card:

Card  Security
No.  No.

Start Expiry Maestro 
Last 3 digits on reverse

Date Date Issue No.

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss                First Name Surname

Address

Postcode

Email 

TelephoneDelivery to UK Mainland only. A £6.00 surcharge 
will apply to the following postcode areas: AB, BT, 
DD8-11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27-28, KW, PA20-80, 
PH19-50, TR21-25 & ZE. See website for full details.

 elect from these 4   
 varieties and save a 
fortune! Each is available 
as a BUY ONE PACK GET 
ANOTHER ONE FREE 
deal which means you 
could save up to £14.99! 
(*Cheapest item FREE).

Delivered in trays of 
40 Maxi Plugs, ready to 
pot up and plant out, 
each has been trialled 
and tested to thrive 
in UK autumn, winter 
and spring conditions, 
fl owering reliably whatever the weather.

They will add stunning colour to your garden from 
Autumn, Winter and well in to late spring for years
to come.

Grow yours on for around 4 weeks before planting 
into baskets and tubs then watch as you get the best 
winter displays you’ve ever had!

Remember - we are offering them at Half Price – 
50% Off every item featured! Get yours whilst the 
strictly limited stock lasts!

S HALF PRICE!

SAVE UP TO

£14.99

Buy Any Pack
Get Any Other

FREE*

Pansy Matrix – SAVE £9.99

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!

Primrose Alaska – SAVE £14.99

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!

Polyanthus Crescendo – SAVE £14.99

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!

Pansy Frizzle Sizzle – SAVE £14.99

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!
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Post to: YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
 ITEM OFFER DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY SUB TOTAL
 

490146
 Pansy Matrix Was £9.99 Each

  BUY 1 GET 1 FREE – SAVE £9.99 £9.99

 
490148

 Polyanthus Crescendo Was £14.99 Each
  BUY 1 GET 1 FREE – SAVE £14.99 £14.99

 
490147

 Primrose Alaska Was £14.99 Each
  BUY 1 GET 1 FREE – SAVE £14.99 £14.99

 490145
 Pansy Frizzle Sizzle Was £14.99 Each

  BUY 1 GET 1 FREE – SAVE £14.99 £14.99

  Join The YouGarden Club and
 820001 SAVE 10% ON  EVERY ORDER! £10.00
  Was £20, Now £10. SAVE £10 
  Deduct 10% (10p in every £1) if you joined The YouGarden Club

 Add PP&I £5.99

 TOTAL ORDER VALUE

OUR DOUBLE GUARANTEE TO YOU
1. If you’re not totally happy with your order, return it within 
30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.
2. Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter,
we’ll replace free of charge – you just pay the PP&I!

Peter McDermott

Head Gardener
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Percy’s home town is Bloom champ

In time for Halloween: pumpkin record smashed

SHREWSBURY, HOME-town 

of the grandfather of popular 

gardening, Percy Thrower, has 

been crowned Champion of 

Champions in the 2014 RHS 

Britain in Bloom contest.

RHS judges witnessed

a “horticultural and 

environmental renaissance”

in Shrewsbury’s parks and 

gardens, most notably The 

Dingle (pictured, left).

Judges also heaped praise 

on the Bowbrook Allotment 

Community site (bottom).

ORGANIC PLOTS

The site has 85 organic plots, 

and nature trails. Gardens 

have been created to teach 

youngsters about native 

plants, conservation and 

edible growing.

Volunteers have chipped in 

more than 2,000 hours 

towards the site’s upkeep.

Gardening community 

representatives of this year’s 

71 Bloom fi nalists celebrated 

as the results were revealed at 

the RHS Britain in Bloom 

Awards Ceremony in Bristol.

It was a special occasion for 

Bloom, Europe’s largest 

community gardening 

campaign, because it is 

celebrating its 50th year.

RHS chief Sue Biggs said 

Britain in Bloom was “about 

championing great 

community projects that 

make a difference to lives”.

Sue said: “Communities are 

uniting to keep our streets and 

neighbourhoods looking 

beautiful, green and tidy, 

rejuvenating derelict land, 

giving local wildlife a hand and 

getting to know each other – 

all through horticulture.”

The RHS claims that, last 

year, volunteers put 11 million 

hours into local Bloom 

activities. This, it says, equates 

to almost £70 million at the 

national minimum wage.

Go to  rhs.org.uk/

britaininbloom for details.

BROTHERS IAN and Stuart Paton have 

smashed the UK giant pumpkin record for 

the ninth time.

The Hampshire brothers’ 1,884lb bruiser, 

which had a circumference of over 17ft 

(5.2m), piled on 35lb a day during its peak 

period of growth.

Ian and Stuart, of Pine Tops 

Nursery, nourished the pumpkin 

with rich fertiliser, and supplied 

100 gallons of water per day.

Its fi nal weight was just 

218lb off the world record.

The brothers, who won a 

Award winning

NewsNews GARDEN QUERIES SOLVED
Bayer Garden has a new website, aimed 
at helping gardeners identify problems 
and find solutions.  bayergarden.co.uk.T
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The Dingle helped Shrewsbury

to win the top Bloom award

“Uniting to keep streets
looking beautiful”

£1,000 prize for breaking the record at 

the Jubilee Sailing Trust’s Autumn 

Pumpkin Festival last month, reclaimed 

their title from Dorset farmer Mark Baggs.

Britain in Bloom 2014: category winners

Entry Category Region Medal

Bath Small city South West gold

Sunderland Large city Northumbria gold

Oldham City North West gold

Bray village Small village Thames & Chilterns gold

Hillsborough Large village Ulster gold

Moorsholm Village* Northumbria gold

Norton in Hales Village* Heart of England gold

Dunnington Small town Yorkshire gold

Truro Large town South West gold

Halstead Town* Anglia gold

Shevington & District Town* North West gold

Shrewsbury Champion of Champions Heart of England gold

Hunstanton Coastal (up to 12k) Anglia gold

St Peter Port Coastal (over 12k) Guernsey gold

Port Marine & Village 
Quarter (Portishead)

Urban Community South West gold

Stuart said the brothers (pictured with 

Thompson & Morgan boss Paul Hansord, 

centre) were confi dent of getting the 

world title and are installing a new 

greenhouse for 2015 on better soil with 

twice the amount of growing space.

Show sponsor Thompson & Morgan 

sells the giant pumpkin seed under 

the name ‘Paton Twins Giant,’ to 

mark the efforts of the brothers.

It costs £9.99 for two huge 

seeds.  thompson-morgan.

com/giant-pumpkin for more 

details on the seed.
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Charles Martell in his orchard with a ‘Blakeney Red’ 

pear tree he planted from a grafted cutting more 

than 30 years ago. “Our soil seems particularly 

suited to fruit trees,” he says. “There is evidence 

that the Romans grew them here”
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My plant passion
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...not gone tomorrow!
Charles Martell’s mission to save historic 
apple and pear varieties from becoming 
extinct has made him the toast of 
Gloucestershire, as Sue Bradley discovers 

F
ARMER AND award-
winning cheesemaker 
Charles Martell began 
collecting historic 

fruit tree varieties more than 30 
years ago. The decision was 
prompted not by commercial 
concerns, but by a desire to 
preserve them for future 
generations. Aware that old 
orchards were being ripped up 
in the name of modern 
agriculture, and worried that 
many traditional apple and 
pear varieties would be lost 
forever, Charles started 
propagating cuttings and 
recording the qualities of all the 
heritage cultivars he could fi nd.

Before he knew it, he had 
turned an area of his own farm 
into an orchard full of old apple 
and pear trees, many of which 
would have died out were it not 
for his actions.

“I didn’t want all of these 
wonderful old fruits to become 
a thing of the past,” explains 
Charles, who was also involved 
in saving the Gloucester breed 
of cow back in the 1970s. “I’ve 
always believed that we should 
celebrate our local varieties of 
fruit and vegetables and breeds 
of farm animals.”

Aside from spending much of 
his spare time seeking out old 
fruit trees and grafting their 

cuttings on to root 
stocks, Charles was also 
busy making his name 
as a cheesemaker. It is 
him we have to thank 
for effectively reviving 
the making of Double 
and Single Gloucester 
in its native county, 
and inventing one or 
two types of his own, 
including the 
infamous Stinking 
Bishop, which was 
brought to the 
nation’s attention by 
the Wallace and 
Gromit fi lm Curse of 
the Were-Rabbit.

Three decades 
after embarking on 
his quest to save 
heritage pear and 
apple trees, Charles 
started to see the 

fruits of his labours – so many 
fruits that he needed to fi nd 
something to do with his 
bumper harvests. The solution 
came when a friend was 
perusing the deeds of Charles’ 
17th century farm in Dymock 
on the edge of the Forest of 
Dean. He discovered that an old 
timber-framed outbuilding had 
originally been used as a 
distilling house.

This information was enough 
to sow the seeds for a new 
enterprise and it wasn’t long 
before a state-of-the-art copper 
pot still was installed, ready to 
turn fermented pear and apple 
juices into a delicious boozy 

Varieties of apples and pears are transformed

into alcohol in the farm’s distilling house, where

alcohol was produced from the 1600s until it 

was closed down by new licensing laws in 1810

Perfect partners: A bottle of 

Charles’s Vintage Pear Spirit 

and a Single Gloucester

cheese made at his farm
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‘Blakeney Red’ pears. This pear 

was named after a village in the 

Forest of Dean and is otherwise 

known as ‘painted lady’, ‘painted 

pear’ or ‘circus pear’. It’s known to 

have been in existence since 1600
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spirit called Owler. “Over 
the years I had used the 
building to store odds and ends, 
but after learning about its 
original use everything fell into 
place. I have documents that 
show there was a distilling 
house here until 1810, when 
government legislation 
closed it along with other 
small distilleries.”

While many of the pears in 
Charles’ orchard were originally 
developed for making perry, a 
fermented drink in some ways 
similar to cider, Charles believes 
one particularly rare 
Gloucestershire variety known 
as ‘Speart’ was specifi cally 
grown for distilling. “Everybody 
believed it to have been lost,” he 
explains. “One day I got talking 
to a farmer and he asked if I had 
heard of the Speart Pear; and 
there it was.”

Charles has joined forces with 
distiller George Lewis to create 
his apple and pear spirits, which 
he now sells online and via 
independent retailers. 

“Back in the 1980s I had no 
idea that the old apple and pear 
varieties I was collecting would 
one day provide me with a new 
business venture,” he says. “It 
feels as though a gap in what I 
wanted to do in life has been 
fi lled, and I’m so chuffed about 

Grafting and budding

tree to keep them fresh. 

Nowadays they’re placed into 

the fridge. Cuttings are grafted 

onto root stock – generally 

Pyrus communis – in spring.

■ BUDDING SHOULD take 

place in July or August when 

live tissue, or buds, from a 

freshly grown shoot is joined 

onto a sapling. “This is carried 

out more and more in big 

commercial orchards in 

preference to grafting,” 

explains Charles. “Part of 

the reason for this is that it is a 

lot more pleasant conducting 

this task in July and August 

than in March. Trees consisting 

of several different varieties 

are produced more as a 

curiosity and not for 

commercial production.”

■ GRAFTING IS the best way 

to establish a variety of known 

attributes. Seedlings are the 

result of cross pollination from 

different types of pears and it 

may take several years to find 

out what their fruit is like. “If it 

turns out to be useless, you 

then have to cut down the tree 

and start again,” says Charles. 

“Having said that, all varieties 

of apples and pears started 

out as unknown quantities but 

passed the test and were 

propagated further with a 

given name.”

Charles takes cuttings for 

grafting in winter when donor 

trees are dormant, removing a 

non-fruiting shoot grown the 

previous summer. 

Traditionally, these shoots 

were stuck in the ground to 

about a third of their length 

on the north side of the donor 

Grafting cuttings should be 

taken in winter when the

tree is dormant
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The Gloucestershire Orchard Trust (GOT) 
has worked closely with Charles and the 
National Perry Pear Centre to conserve, 
promote and celebrate traditional 
orchards. Visit its website for details of 
propagators with access to graft wood 
from rare varieties of pears and apples 
and other useful information. 
 gloucestershireorchardtrust.org.uk 

it. The still belongs here and the 
perry pears and apples 
I’m using all have individual 
personalities that work well 
when made into a spirit. 
They say you plant pears for 
your heirs, but I think it’s 
important to plant them for 
yourself as well.” ■

Popular with commercial 

growers, budding is 

done in summer

P028-031_AMG_NOV01.tim   30 16/10/2014   11:59



SUPPLIERS
■ TREES FOR LIFE, Tenbury Wells, Worcs 
✆ 01584 810214  frankpmatthews.com

■ SCOTTISH HERITAGE FRUIT TREES, Glasgow 
✆ 07786 063918  scottishfruittrees.com

■ BROGDALE (home of the national fruit collection), 
Faversham, Kent ✆ 01795 531888  brogdaleonline.co.uk

■ KEEPERS NURSERY, near Maidstone, Kent 
✆ 01622 726465  keepers-nursery.co.uk

▲ BLOOD PEAR

Favoured by Charles for 

its curious red flesh. It 

also has good disease 

resistance.

“I prefer interesting pears”, 

says Charles. “I leave 

productive commercial 

pears to the supermarkets. 

The trees I choose to grow 

are rare or critically rare 

but can be propagated. 

My recommendations can 

be used to make juice, 

except Moorcroft, which 

would need to be 

fermented into perry.”

▲  BROWN BESS 

A useful russet pear 

that can be stewed.

▲ MOORCROFT

This perry pear, also 

known as Stinking Bishop, 

grows into a huge tree 

like an oak. In spring it 

turns white with blossom. 

Self-sterile, it needs a 

pollination partner.

    BLAKENEY RED

This perry pear is 

sometimes called ‘painted 

lady’, ‘painted pear’ or 

‘circus pear’. It’s known to 

have been in existence since 

1600 and was once used to 

dye soldiers’ khaki uniforms.

▲  LAURELS GENNET

A delicious early pear best 

eaten straight from the tree as it 

doesn’t travel well. The actual 

tree remains relatively small.

    STRAWBERRY PEAR 

Another delicious pear 

that’s best eaten straight 

from the tree. Strawberry 

Pear trees grow quite large.

For Charles, the decision to help conserve 

heritage varieties of apples and pears has 

proved fruitful in every way thanks to his new 

booze business. “I’m so chuffed,” he says 

In a picturesque setting on the edge of the Forest of

Dean, the orchard at Hunts Court Farm is home to apples

and pears that have been grown for centuries in this

country but might otherwise have faced extinction
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pears worth 
preserving6
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Some crafty lawn repairs
Get your lawn back into shape before the winter by following Bob’s timely tips

HIS IS one of the 

best times for 

repairing your 

lawn. Although it is 

getting colder, there is still 

warmth in the soil, so the 

grass will grow when there 

is a mild spell. Don’t 

worry if it looks a mess 

just after you have 

fi nished, because the 

turf will wash clean and 

soon perk up. 

Then, when growth 

resumes in spring, it will all 

meld together seamlessly. 

You could leave repairing it 

until March, but by then there 

is so much else to be getting 

on with it’s better do it now.

First, ignore the traditional 

advice about repairing worn 

patches. You know, the bit 

where they recommend 

reseeding or repairing bald 

spots with a piece of turf cut 

from elsewhere. 

True, this patching-up 

works perfectly well – but it 

will subsequently wear bald 

just like it did before!

So if you have a worn spot, 

the best solution is to cut it 

out and slip in a stepping-

stone instead. It will look 

great and provide a much 

better footing than a bald 

patch of slippery mud. 

However, it makes sense to 

repair patches that have gone 

bald for other reasons, such 

as where the barbecue has 

stood since the last warm 

evening, or where the edges 

have crumbled. 

Any pieces of trimmed turf, 

perhaps resulting from re-

cutting broken edges, can be 

used to repair a dead patch 

within the lawn. 

Simply pack the little pieces 

T BOB’S TIPS
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Use stepping stones to reinforce
well-used routes across your lawn

Put fallen leaves into
perforated bin liners 
to make leafmould

“Ignore the 
traditional advice 
about repairing 
worn patches”

of turf trimmings into the 

hole and they will soon 

fuse together. 

You can use the same 

trick to repair a crumbled 

edge – just make the repair 

bigger than the damaged 

area and leave it alone 

to re-establish. 

Once it has knitted 

together in the spring, 

re-cut the repaired area in 

line with the rest of the 

lawn edge. Job done. ■

Plant tulips along with any 
leftover spring-fl owering bulbs 
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 – save up to 34% on a subscripton to Amateur Gardening

Start your Christmas shopping early! VISIT: www.magazinesdirect.com/CBW4

OR CALL: 0844 8480848 and quote code CBW4. 

Lines open 7 days a week 8am-9pm (UK time). Overseas +44 (0) 330 3330 233

Prune grapes and soft 
fruit as soon as possible
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Features 
Stainless steel. 3kW output with 

thermostat. Temperature range from 

0-40°C and accurate to within 1°C. Dual 

sheathed elements. Remote sensor. 

Should maintain frost-free temperature 

in 10ft x 12ft (3x3.65m) greenhouse 

when outside temperature is -7°C. Air 

circulation rate 320m3/hr (11,300ft3/

hr), switchable for summer use. Length: 

10½in (26.5cm). Width: 9½in (24cm). 

Height: 12in (30.5cm). Weight: 13lbs 3oz 

(6kg). Cable length: 9ft 10in (3m).

Performance 
Good air circulation – hot air being 

drawn down from the roof where it 

might otherwise be lost. Easy to use. 

Value 
May not be as slick looking as other 

models but well-engineered and 

practical. One-year guarantee.

D
ru

ry

SIMPLY CONTROL HEATER  
£195 + £6.95 DELIVERY UK MAINLAND 

SIMPLY CONTROL LTD

✆ 01796 482128   simplycontrol.co.uk

Features 
Stainless-steal with sealed elements, 

2.7kW output with thermostat and 

remote temperature sensor. Air 

circulation rate 450m3/hr (15,895ft3/

hr). Winter and summer settings to 

allow heating or cooling. Supplied with 

feet and hanging loops. Length: 20in 

(50cm). Width: 10½in (27cm). 

Height: 11¾in (30cm). Weight: 13lbs 7oz 

(6.1kg). Cable length: 6ft 6in (2m).

Performance 
Only let down by the short power cable, 

which meant it had to be positioned 

close to the power source. However, the 

fan speed ensured air movement over a 

considerable distance. Was also a little 

noisier than the other models.

Value 
Take care not to break the old-style 

switches. One-year guarantee.

HOTBOX SUPERB  
£242.40 DELIVERED UK MAINLAND

HOTBOX WORLD

✆ 01430 444040   hotboxworld.com

Features 
Tubular heater with automatic heat 

sensitive cut-out and thermostat. Easy 

clean white enamel. 1.9kW output. 

Weatherproof IP44 rating. Comes with 

feet for fl oor standing and wall mounting 

brackets. Length: 5ft (1.5m). Diameter: 

1½in (4cm). Cable length: 4ft 11in (1.5m). 

Also available in 1ft 8in (50cm) and 39in 

(1m) lengths, with outputs of 0.55kW 

and 1.2kW.

Performance 
Set up just required the fi xing of feet 

or brackets – a two-minute job – and 

operation via the thermostat could 

not have been simpler. Became hot 

surprisingly quickly. Easy to clean.

Value 
Ideal for small greenhouses that require 

frost protection but not where there is a 

continual or excessive amount of water.

SLIMLINE ECO 1.5M  
£47.95 + £4.75 DELIVERY

HARROD HORTICULTURAL

✆ 0845 402 5300   harrodhorticultural.com

14 15 12 1513 15

I
T’S FEELING chilly outside so 

now’s the time to whip your 

tender plants into the greenhouse 

to prevent them turning into a 

frosted, soggy mush. The right type of 

heating will keep plants frost-free and 

also extend the growing season, so you 

can start seeds and plugs off earlier too.

Our review of electric heaters includes 

a simple tube heater for gardeners 

seeking to just keep conditions frost-

free, plus three fan heaters for those 

Greenhouse heaters

dTriedTried 
& tested
TriedTriedTTriedTriedTriedTrT

 & tested we try before you buy

who might want to lift the temperature 

higher. Fan heaters also benefi t from 

circulating the air, so reducing the risk 

of cold spots and also fungal problems. 

Being thermostatically controlled, 

electric heaters only run when they are 

required – so costs might not be as high 

as you think. 

Tests for ease of use, temperature 

accuracy and heat distribution took 

place in a greenhouse measuring 

14ft x 8ft (4.2m x 2.4m).

Consumer editor Julia Heaton turns the heat up on four electric 
greenhouse heaters to see how they fare under test conditions
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BIO GREEN PHOENIX 
£212.95 P&P £4.95

Harrod Horticultural

✆ 0845 402 5300   harrodhorticultural.com

Features 
Stainless steel 

construction with 

maximum 2.8kW output 

capable of heating 

a greenhouse 8x14ft 

(2.45x4.25m) or providing 

frost protection in spaces up to 12x20ft 

(3.65x6.1m). Externally-positioned thermostat 

gives a control range of 0-26°C. Switchable 

between three power outputs – 1kW, 1.8kW 

and 2.8kW. Air circulation rate of 460m3/

hr (16,247ft3/hr). Can be used fl oor standing 

or hung from roof. Length: 1ft 4in (41cm). 

Height: 1ft 1in (33cm). Width: 8.6in (22cm). 

Weight: 5.5kg. Cable length: 9ft 10in (3m) 

with plug.

Performance 
Consistent heat output with the high rate of 

air circulation giving even distribution right 

to the end of the greenhouse. On a warm 

day the fan-only setting provided a smooth, 

cooling air movement. The long power cable 

made positioning easy and the feet were 

the most stable in the test. The dial-type 

controls, on top of the heater were easy to 

access whether it was fl oor standing or 

hung from the roof. 

Value 
Versatile, easy to use, good-looking product 

of beefy construction. Confi dence-boosting 

three-year guarantee.
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Seats that perform two functions in 

one are not only practical but also 

cost effective. This 47ltr container is 

ideal for storing compost and tools, 

while doubling as a useful greenhouse/

garden seat. It’s comfortable too 

as the seat pad is made from soft 

foam. Manufactured from recycled 

polypropylene the container measures 

14½in (37cm) long x 11in (28cm) wide x 

22in (56cm) high.

STORAGE SEAT  £15.95 P&P £4.99

Two Wests & Elliott  ✆ 01246 451077   twowests.co.uk

FOLDING KNEELER AND SEAT  £28.95 P&P £4.95

✆ 0845 402 5300   harrodhorticultural.com

PORTABLE GARDEN SEATING
When you feel like pulling up a seat 
these three are just the job

BEST
BUY

If you’re not keen on kneelers 

then this comfy alternative is just 

the ticket. And with the added 

benefi t of a wide stable base 

and solid polymer wheels it’ll 

have you manoeuvring your 

way through the weeding 

in no time. There’s even a 

useful tray under the seat for 

holding tools, seeds, string 

and secateurs. It sits in a coated 

steel frame that’s 10¾in wide x 

20in deep x 16in high (27cm x 

50cm x 40cm).

ROLLING GARDEN SEAT  £27.95 FREE DELIVERY

Good Ideas brand at Garden Oasis  ✆ 01827 702240    gardenoasis.co.uk

15 15

Folding seats are the only way 

to go when storage space is 

lacking. Not only does this seat 

do just that but it also acts as 

a kneeler to boot. The plastic 

seat section of the double 

sided pad measures 16½in wide 

x 8¾in deep (42cm x 22cm) 

and is set at a comfy working 

height, allowing you to prune, 

paint or plant. In kneeling mode 

its tubular iron frame even 

incorporates arm supports and 

the foam kneeling pad is soft 

and comfy. The simple spring 

fold mechanism pops up in 

seconds providing an overall 

size that’s 21in wide (54cm) x 

10in (25cm) deep and 15¾in 

(40cm) high.

P034-035_AMG_NOV01.tim   35 15/10/2014   17:27



Gardener’s
tea break

Gardener sardenerGardener’s
 tea break

36 AMATEUR GARDENING  1 NOVEMBER 2014

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8

10

11 12

9

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20

ACROSS

1 This hoya shouts hello! 

(4) (anag)

3 Another name for the 

flame nettle 

(solenostemon) (6) 

6 ____ ilicifolia is the holly-

leaved sweet spire (4)

7 Fuchsia cultivars ‘____ of 

Mull’ and ‘____ of Purbeck’ 

(4)

8 British Thermal Unit (1,1,1)

11 A plant that prefers an 

alkaline soil could be said 

to be this! (5,6)

15 and 19 Most commonly 

known member of the 

failed Gunpowder Plot of 

1605 (3,6)

17 Cross between a 

tangerine and grapefruit, 

grown in the West Indies 

(4) 

18 Americans refer to their 

garden as this – and it has 

three feet! (4)

19 See 15 across 

20 One has to do this to 

seedlings in a row, to space 

them well (4) 

DOWN

1 Unlike 11 across, a camellia, 

for example, prefers a soil 

that is this! (6)

2 Type of sweet, light melon 

(any one of several varieties) 

coming from Israel (4)

3 European melons whose 

skins are lightly ribbed 

(sutured) grey-green, and 

look quite different from the 

North American versions (11)

4 Most of us like gardening to 

be this (4)

5 The above-ground stalk of a 

vascular plant (4)

9 Lettuce and tomato (with 

bacon), in a sandwich is more 

popularly known as this (1,1,1)

10 Halloween is a contraction 

of All Hallows’ ___ (3)

12 Danger in your plot! (6) 

(anag)

13 Strips of grass, not 

necessarily on a racecourse! 

(4)

14 The wind did this, even 

though it sounds like the 

gentian colour! (4)

16 German composer found – 

in bachelor’s buttons! (4)

KEYWORD ANSWER TO WORDSEARCH NO. 230 (AG 27 SEPT) 

CHIONODOXA

AND THE WINNER IS: MRS D McELROY, CARRICKFERGUS

Answers below

Cros word
just for fun... 



WIN 

£30
!

(Answer at the bottom of page)

This word search 
comprises words 

associated with 
polytunnels and what to 

grow in them. They are listed 
below; in the grid they may be 
read across, backwards, up, 
down or diagonally. Letters may 
be shared between words. 
Erroneous or duplicate words 
may appear in the grid, but 
there is only one correct 
solution. After the listed words 
are found there are nine letters 
remaining; arrange these to 
make this week’s KEYWORD.

Word search

AUBERGINE

BASIL

BED

BEETROOT

BUNCH

CHARD

COURGETTE

CUCUMBER

FILM

LIGHT

PEPPER

PLASTIC
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POTS

REPAIRS
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This week’s Keyword is ..........................................................................

Name ............................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................

Postcode .....................................................................................................

Email ............................................................................................................

Tel no ............................................................................................................
Time Inc (UK), publisher of Amateur Gardening will collect your personal information solely 
to process your competition entry.

HOW TO ENTER: Enter this week’s keyword on the entry 
form, and send it to AG Word Search No 235, Amateur 

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset 
BH15 1JG, to arrive by Weds 12 Nov, 2014. The first correct 
entry chosen at random will win our £30 cash prize.

No:
235

true or 
false?

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ACROSS 1 Ahoy 3 Coleus 6 Itea 7 Isle

8 BTU 11 Chalk loving 15 Guy 17 Ugli 18 Yard 19 Fawkes 20 Thin  

DOWN 1 Acidic 2 Ogen 3 Cantaloupes 4 Easy 5 Stem 9 BLT 10 Eve 

12 Garden 13 Turf 14 Blew 16 Bach

TRUE OR FALSE? FALSE. It was sent to gather breadfruits 

(Artocarpus altilis). The name breadfruit comes from the texture 

of the cooked moderately ripe fruit, which has a potato-like 

flavour, similar to freshly baked bread.

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE The basket handle is larger and more 

flowers have appeared in the top left-hand corner. There is more 

produce in the bottom left hand corner, and a post in the 

background has changed colour.

Keen on flower arranging? At this time of year, dried flowers and autumn blooms 
keep our gardening interests alive – indoors! But can you spot the FOUR 
differences between these two pictures?     (Answers can be found at the bottom of the page)

On its mutinous voyage (in 
1788/89), HMS Bounty spent 
five months in Tahiti where it 
had been sent to gather 
tomatoes for the West Indies.
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Occasionally we make our mailing list available to other reputable organisations. If you prefer not to be included in mailings from other carefully selected companies please
tick . By providing your email address we will be able to contact you quickly in the event of a query with your order. You will also receive our regular email newsletter with
all our latest special offers. If you do not want to receive our email offers please tick . We DO NOT pass email addresses or telephone numbers to any third parties. Your
contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan. Full terms and conditions are available on request or on our website at www.thompson-morgan.com. Liability.
Thompson & Morgan is committed to supplying high quality products to recreational gardeners and households for personal use. In accordance with the established
custom of the trade. Thompson & Morgan will in no case be liable for more than the actual amount paid for a particular product on sale in advertisements or catalogues.
Products and delivery dates subject to availability. © 2014 Thompson & Morgan.

ORDER CODE

TSOP274Email

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Thompson & Morgan’ for £

Name

Address

Postcode Telephone

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV

Product Code Item Description Price Qty Total

T57026P
Buddleja Collection, 3 bare roots
(mixed colours) SAVE £19.98

£9.99

T57027P
Buddleja Collection, 6 bare roots
(mixed colours) SAVE £41.96

£17.98

T56850P 30cm Patio Planter + Saucer £9.99

T47963P Incredibloom® - 100g Starter Pack+ £5 Voucher £4.99

T47552 Incredibloom® - 750g Pack £12.99

P&P £4.95

Grand
Total

Cardholders name Expiry Date /

Please debit my: Visa Mastercard Maestro

When ordering online please use order code TSOP274 to access our special of fers

Tel:0844 573 1818 9am-6pm 7 days a week
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 5p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

To place your priority order visit:

www.thompson-morgan.com/tsop274
The best quality plants and performance

you’ll ever receive or your money back.

100% Quality Satisfaction Guarantee
Please send to: Thompson & Morgan Ltd, Dept TSOP274, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU.

UNIQUE - TRIPLE AWARD WINNER

Beautiful, scented, dwarf butterfly bushes
perfect for small gardens

World’s first patio buddleja

Sweetly scented flowers

Loved by butterflies and bees

Hardy shrub, flowers all summer
Themost popular garden shrub has just got better.

The common Butterfly bush is very vigorous and soon takes over

the garden. Our unique, triple award-winning DWARF Butterfly

bush is perfect for small gardens and patios. They are the UK’s most

popular garden shrub because they are easy to grow, need minimum

maintenance, are hardy and the long, honey scented flowers are

produced for over 16 weeks. The attractive flowers are loaded with

nectar and there is no other shrub that will attract more butterflies to

your garden, hence its common name, The Butterfly Bush. Butterflies

will flock to the nectar rich flowers.

Thompson &Morgan’s Buddleja Buzz was bred

in the UK by Charles Valin who recently received

the Royal Horticultural Society’s, Reginald

Cory Cup, for outstanding achievement in

plant breeding. Charles’ aim was to produce

a Buddleja that was compact enough to grow

in a small garden or on a patio, that was free

branching, as well as producing hundreds of

scented flowers for longer than any other variety.

He achieved every one of his aims,

a very rare achievement in plant breeding. Now our

Buddleja is available as bare root for more abundant

blooms and even simpler growing. Thompson &

Morgan’s, Dwarf Buddleja has already won 3 major

awards confirming its unique features make it an ideal

plant for any gardener. Supplied November.

Paul Hansord,
Horticultural
Director.

Bare Root As Supplied

Patio planter Perfect for your Buddleja, this durable pot stands 30cm
(12”) tall and 38cm (15”) wide. A brushed metal finish, lattice design and a

large saucer, ideal for all of your patio favourites. Just £9.99

Incredibloom® Enjoy up to 400%more flowers
with our new and exclusive Incredibloom® plant fertiliser offering
a simple, controlled release for the most incredible blooms.

HURRY OFFER
MUST END

NOVEMBER 15th

3 Plants
WERE £29.97
NOWONLY

£9.99

Magenta White Sky Blue
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the winter stems of green and red-stemmed 

dogwoods make a spectacular display around 

the white bark of Himalayan birches

P
lanting 
dogwoodS is a 
great way to add 
spectacular colour to 

the winter garden. their stem 
colours can be black, olive 
green, dark blood red, coral-
red and pink shades depending 
on cultivar, yet despite the 
choice it was mostly the red or 
‘blood’ twig types that were 
popularly grown until the 

Andy McIndoe recommends dogwoods for the loudest barks in the neighbourhood

dogTime to put the 

“They look 
stunning when 
partnered with 
silver birch”

newer introductions of fery 
orange shades became 
available. 

the bright, colourful winter 
stems of Cornus alba, C. 
stolonifera and C. sanguineum 
are particularly effective when 
planted en masse near water 
and especially when 
illuminated by evening sun. 
they also look stunning when 
planted in front of an evergreen 

hedge or dark backdrop and 
when partnered with silver 
birch. to maximize their 
impact also underplant with 
evergreen groundcover, such as 
variegated Euonymus ‘Emerald 
and gold’, elephant-eared 
bergenias and the black mondo 
grass, Ophiopogon planiscapus 
‘nigrescens’ and pools of early-
fowering miniature narcissus 
and snowdrops. 
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G
A
Pdogs out

n the loNG, wand-like 

stems of most cornus are 

flexible, and you can cut 

them into wreaths or 

garlands and use them 

for making Christmas 

decorations. 

n The cuT stems also 

look effective in a vase, 

where they remain in 

good conditions for 

several weeks. 

n AloNG wIth willow 

wands, dogwood’s stems 

can be woven 

in-between wigwam 

posts to create an 

ornamental support for 

lightweight climbers.

n PerfecT for pots, 

they can be used to 

decorate your patio with 

vibrant colour, during the 

long, dark days of winter.

Decorating with dogwood

Perfect for pots, Cornus ‘midwinter

Fire’ can be used to warm up patio

displays in the depths of winter

G
A
P

Plant the fame-coloured stems of Cornus

‘midwinter Fire’ en masse to draw attention

to garden features and topical planting 
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Cornus sericea ‘Flaviramea’    
H x S 5 x 3ft (1.5m x 90cm)

A suckering golden twig dogwood with olive-green 

stems that appears green-gold in winter. Plain green 

leaves in summer and unremarkable autumn colour. A 

perfect choice for large gardens with damp soil, where 

there is space to plant it en masse. A white-edged 

variegated variety ‘White Gold’ is also available. 

Cornus sanguinea ‘Midwinter fire’ 
H x S 4 x 3ft (1.2m x 90cm) 

This variety of blood twig dogwood, sometimes sold as 

‘Winter Flame’, lives up to its name. The branched stems 

are orange-red at the tips of the shoots. The summer 

foliage colour is light yellow-green, which in autumn 

turns a rich gold hue tinged with orange.  It grows well 

on wet or dry soil and is a good subject for a pot. 

best for brightness 6

Cornus sanguineum ‘Anny’s Winter Orange’  
H x S 4 x 3ft (1.2m x 90cm) 

A newer introduction than ‘Midwinter Fire’, this variety 

has plain green summer foliage and rich orange stems in 

winter. The habit is perhaps broader spreading and the 

autumn colour is rich gold flushed with pale orange. These 

varieties are particularly effective with bronze carex and 

alongside the mahogany bark of Prunus serrula.

Cornus sanguineum ‘Magic Flame’    
H x S 4 x 3ft (1.2m x 90cm)

Recommended as an alternative to the variety 

‘Winter Fire’, which has similar habit and similar 

bright stem colour throughout the winter 

months. Also produces spectacular autumn 

foliage effects when the temperature drops, 

causing the leaves to turn shades of bright gold, 

fiery orange and red before they fall off.

G
A
P
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Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’  
H x S 5 x 3ft (1.5m x 90cm)

This red-barked dogwood is perhaps the most popular 

shrub grown for its winter stems, with glowing red 

winter bark on the vigorous upright shoots. The 

leaves are plain dark green throughout summer, but 

turn to rich red in autumn. In a good year the autumn 

foliage is as much of a feature as the winter stems.

Cornus alba ‘Kesselringei’  
H x S 8 x 8ft (2.5m x 2.5m)

This black-stemmed dogwood, with plain green leaves, is 

popular for its dark purple-black, upright stems that provide a 

stunning contrast to other more brightly coloured dogwoods. 

It is also effective when planted with white-stemmed birches 

and underplanted with bright carex or variegated hedera.

Shrub garden
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GROWING TIPS

 ALTHOUGH 

RECOMMENDED for moist 

heavy, wet soils, Cornus alba 

varieties are tolerant and 

grow well in all but the driest 

conditions.

 WHEN PLANTING give 

plants plenty of room - 

overcrowding will encourage 

diseases and an abundance of 

less attractive, thin stems.

 IN EARLY winter, remove 

the remnants of the vibrant 

autumn leaves that have 

failed to drop off.

 IN LATE February, prune 

plants back to about 4in 

(10cm) above ground level. 

READER OFFER
TO BUY The Creative Shrub Garden at the special price of £15 

(rrp £20) including free p&p in the UK mainland – please go to 

www.timberpress.co.uk and use offer code AG11

AUTHOR OF The Creative 

Shrub Garden, keen gardener 

and plantsman Andy McIndoe 

is Managing Director of 

Hillier Nuseries and Garden 

Centres and has been a 

Gold Medal winning Chelsea 

designer for 22 years.

 USE WINTER prunings for 

hardwood cuttings. Trim 

pencil-thick stems 6in (15cm) 

long and dip the base in 

hormone rooting powder 

before dibbling in the soil 

outdoors.

 FEED IN spring with a 

sprinkling of slow release 

fertilizer over the root zone 

and put down a blanket of 

mulch to conserve moisture in 

the soil.

 PROTECT CORNUS from 

being nibbled by deer and 

rabbit if they are problematic 

in your area. 

 CUT OUT diseased stems.
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Write to Jenny Bagshaw, Amateur 

Gardening, Westover House, West Quay 

Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1JG or email: 

amateurgardening@timeinc.comLettersLetters

JENNY SAYS: C J Wildlife produce a peanut butter blend in fi ve different fl avours 

especially for garden birds. It’s super-high in calories which the wild birds in your garden 

will love – it’s one like this that Peter is using. Peanut butter made for human consumption 

contains up to 100 times more salt and should not be fed to garden birds or wildlife.

Does my bum 
look big in this?

Nuts about almonds

Readers QUICKTIPS
FRENCH TARRAGON is a sublime herb with chicken and 

fi sh but it dies down early in the winter. 

So I gather the leaves and chop them into coarse pieces 

and put them in ice cube trays which I then top up with 

water and freeze overnight. Once frozen, they can be 

popped out of the trays and stored in a bag in the freezer.

Julie Moffat, Newport, South Wales

SEVEN YEARS ago, I gave my 

husband a lovely fl owering 

almond tree for his birthday 

and we were surprised to fi nd 

that it actually grew almonds.

This year it produced a 

lovely lot of delicate, pink 

fl owers in the spring 

We’ve also been able to 

harvest over 450 nuts, which 

have a true almond fl avour. 

What a bonus!

Mrs Margaret Musgrave, 

Walton, Somerset

It’s all gone bananas!
I THOUGHT readers 

might like to see my 

Musa basjoo, 

commonly known as 

Japanese banana, in 

the corner of my 

garden in Essex. 

This summer it put 

on an amazing 

amount of growth 

with the main 

trunk increasing a 

good 2ft (60cm) 

on last year. 

This weekend I 

started to cut the 

leaves off in 

preparation for 

‘putting it to bed’ 

for the winter. It’s 

now surrounded by 

a chicken wire cage, 

stuffed with straw, 

wrapped in 

horticultural fl eece 

and covered by 

a waterproof 

layer on top. 

Imagine my surprise, after removing most of the leaves, 

when a fl ower was revealed resting in the gutter of my garage!

Although I knew winter protection rendered them hardy, I 

wasn’t aware that Musa basjoo would fl ower in this country. I 

guess it appreciated the wet and warmth of the summer.

Elizabeth Walker, Little Canfi eld, Essex

STAR

LETTER

WE DECIDED recently that we’d give our feathered visitors a treat, so we bought 

some peanut butter for birds. Well we tried it, as you can see, with hilarious results. 

Fortunately my son was handy with his camera, but we now keep a careful watch to 

make sure that no-one gets stuck! Peter Gaston, Deeside, Flintshire
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Our Star Letter wins £40 in National Garden Gift Vouchers; tip of the week, £10; other letters £5 (£10 if we use a photo you’ve sent). 

There will be no vouchers awarded for Facebook comments published on these pages.  Vouchers can be bought and redeemed at over 

2,000 UK outlets offering more than 90,000 garden plants and products.  Visit   thevouchergarden.co.uk for details.  

Letters are edited at AG’s discretion. Please enclose an SAE if you would like photos to be returned. 

LettersLetters

THE LETTER from Elizabeth Burgess (Ask the 

Experts, AG 4 Oct), asking how to stop squirrels 

eating her bird food, prompted me to write to you. 

We tried using an enclosed feeder, as 

recommended, but our squirrels are clearly very 

determined as you can see. 

He or she has managed to squeeze themselves 

between the mesh outer layer to get at the seed 

chamber inside anyway, and despite the discomfort 

is happily noshing away.

Carol Juba, Glen Parva, Leicester

JENNY SAYS: I know they’re a pest, but squirrels 

are amazing gymnasts and great fun to watch.

In a tight spot

Value for money?

Big-hearted tomato

I WAS gobsmacked by the article about T&M’s 

new peat-based compost in AG News (23 

Aug). Having read it again and again I then 

checked the date. No it wasn’t 1 April so 

perhaps it’s correct! T&M’s Incredicompost is 

80% peat/20% wood fi bre and costs £19.98, 

including p&p, for 70 Litres. 

I’ve been successfully using Wickes 

multipurpose compost for many years which is 

70% peat/30% wood fi bre and costs just £3.37 

for 70 litres with a 4 for 3 offer.

David Hudson, Chorleywood, Herts

I READ about 

the heart-

shaped tomato 

in AG News (11 

Oct) and I think 

that I recognise 

Rod Matless’ 

lovely tomato.

Several years 

ago I bought a 

packet of seeds 

in Kefalonia, 

Greece. They 

were of Italian 

origin and the variety was called ‘Cuore di Bue’, 

which I’m led to believe literally translates as ‘Heart 

of Cow’. This would make sense as the fruit can 

grow to roughly the same size as a cow’s heart. 

I did see the same seed packet in a shop in York a 

couple of years ago, so it’s possible that they may 

now be commercially imported into the UK. 

David Harris, York
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These are the fi rst 
nerines I’ve 
managed to get to 
fl ower. They look 
white but they’re 
actually pale pink.
Joanna McLoughlin

This pretty 
succulent 
is now in 
fl ower in the 
greenhouse.
John Bocking

From this week’s posts

AG on

I get a lovely 
view of my 
neighbour’s rhus 
in the autumn 
and they get to 
look at my acer.
Marion Monahan

HOMPSON & 
Morgan is to launch 
a new brand of peat 
compost – as a 

result of amateur gardeners’ 
disappointment at the quality 
of growing media available.

Incredicompost contains 80 
per cent Irish peat mixed with 
20 per cent wood fi bre.

“When plants fail to grow, 
people blame us – but they 
don’t question the 
performance of their 
compost,” said Paul Hansord, 

T&M’s horticultural director, 
who added that the company 
had been “unhappy with the 
majority of consumer 
composts for several years”.

“We never ignore a 
complaint, and had seen the 
results of compost trials by 
Which? Gardening. So we 
decided to trial 20 types of 
compost. We found that some 

High-peat compost is back
even inhibited germination.”

Paul said the worst 
performing composts were 
usually “totally peat-free”. 
He added: “There is no 
question that peat-free 
composts have come on a 
long way.

“But you have got to be a 
very good grower, in terms of 
getting fertilising and 
watering right, when using 
them,” he added.

AN EYE-OPENER
Incredicompost, claims T&M, 
contains the fi nest Irish peat 
to create a “professional 
grower-quality, open textured 
compost that won’t squash or 
sit too wet after watering”. 

A spokesman added: “Our 
trials were an eye-opener.
The team was shocked at the 
difference between the best 
and worst composts.

“It is clear from the fi ndings 
that choosing cheap 
composts, and those with
a high percentage of local 
authority-supplied green 

waste, is a false economy for 
gardeners.”

Incredicompost, however, 
comes at a price. The product 
will be available by mail-order 
only, delivered from February 
2015 priced at £14.99 for a 
70-litre bag plus £4.99p&p. 
The price includes a free 210g 

T

T
&

M

sachet of Incredibloom plant 
feed, worth £7.99.
■ For a free T&M catalogue 
call ✆ (0844) 573 1818 or visit 
the company’s website at
 thompson-morgan.com.

T&M’s image (right) shows a
pansy grown in Incredibloom
next to a plant grown in another
“market leading” brand

“The team was shocked
at the difference”

It won’t keep until Valentine’s day GARDENERS
B

S

j

t

1

S

KEEN VEGETABLE grower 

Rod Matless loves his 

tomatoes – so much so that 

one of his plants has 

produced a perfect heart-

shaped fruit.

Rod auctioned the tomato, 

which he grew in his Norwich 

greenhouse, to raise cash for 

the British Heart Foundation.

The magnifi cent 2.26oz 

(64g) fruit sold on eBay for 

£16. Rod, 69, wanted to 

support the charity after 

suffering a heart attack a few 

years ago.

Rod said his pride and joy 

tomato, of which the variety is 

unknown, had gone to a 

woman in Wales who aims to 

give it to someone special.

VERY SWEET

He said: “It was a bit of an 

obvious thing to do I suppose. 

I spent a couple of days 

thinking about it, but it 

seemed like a good use.”

“I hope it will do someone a 

bit of a good.”

The retired dagger-maker 

added: “It’s very sweet – 

whenever people see it they 

just want to hug it.”

But with the 

tomato’s freshness 

a key factor, 

enthusiastic 

gardener Rod was 

up against the clock.

“I didn’t want to 

send someone 

something horrible. I 

probably could have raised 

a bit more money with more 

time but I was worried about 

it,” he said.

“It will certainly 

make a nice 

present for a loved 

one. I hope that 

they like it and I’m 

glad I got to help. 

It’s all been good fun 

and I enjoyed growing 

this special tomato.”
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Rod’s tomato was a

perfect heart shape 
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Me & my
terraced

“A tremendous infl uence on the style of this

garden has been Beth Chatto and her book 

Green Tapestry, which charts how she 

overcame diffi cult growing conditions in her 

Essex garden,” says Shirley. “We decided

that the vegetable plot had to be up on this

top level near the house so it’s easier to get 

things quickly for the kitchen.”

garden
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Using bare hands 

and crowbars, 

Shirley and Michael 

Bligh-Smith have 

transformed their 

sloping garden 

into a terraced 

cottage paradise
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FOREST and a 

foundation of red 

sandstone rock 

looked like 

immovable forces when 

Shirley and Michael Bligh-

Smith moved to their home in 

Biddulph Moor 30 years ago. 

“There really was no garden 

to speak of,” says Shirley. 

“What we bought was a two 

bedroom bungalow in the 

middle of a pine wood, and I 

do mean really thick pines,” 

she remembers. As a garden 

steward at nearby Biddulph 

Grange gardens, she was 

keen to develop the plot but 

it wasn’t until a few years 

later that a natural force 

intervened and became the 

catalyst for change.

“It was the great storm of 

1987,” she explains “The 

winds took a line of pines out 

from west to east, it was like 

a domino effect; they went 

down and left this big open 

space across the middle of 

our garden. On and off for 

about a year after that we 

had a JCB in clearing it all.”

During that time they 

settled on a plan to create a 

cottage style, terraced 

garden. But it wasn’t going 

to be easy. As Michael 

A

“You only 
have to dig 

down three or 
four inches 
and you’re 
into rock”

Work on constructing the terraced garden 

began in the aftermath of the 1987 storm 

(pictured) which fl attened a line of pines
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MEET THE OWNERS

OWNERS Shirley and Michael Bligh-Smith

LOCATION Badger Hill, Rock End, Biddulph Moor, 

Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST8 7NP

GARDEN SIZE One acre

ORIENTATION 

South-facing at the back with garden on all sides

SOIL Shallow and acidic

VISITED Early summer (mid June)

SPECIAL FEATURES A terraced garden carved out of 

sloping ground to include a vegetable garden, two pond 

areas, gravel paths linking herbaceous borders, island 

beds, rockeries, trees, colourful foliage, plants and shrubs. 

There are themed areas and tranquil seating spots.

When Badger Hill opened to the public earlier this year 

Shirley and Michael raised just over £935 for NGS 

charities. For similar gardens that open in aid of the 

scheme see a copy ✆ ngs.org.uk. 

“We had a 60-foot pine taken

down in the rockery at the 

front and the tree surgeon

calved these three mushrooms

out of it,” says Shirley

points out: “The man who 

built our bungalow planted 

leylandii right the way down 

the drive, screening off all the 

huge rocks next to us, which 

are actually quite beautiful. 

So the first thing we did was 

to take out the conifers to 

reveal them.”

ROCK STRATA

Attention was then turned to 

the slope and the creation of 

terraced planting spaces. “To 

begin with I wanted the beds 

to face south and across the 

garden but because of the 

rock strata we realised we 

couldn’t do it like that,” says 

Shirley. “You only have to dig 

down three or four inches 

and you’re into rock.” In the 

end the couple dug out 

much of the sandstone and 
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moved it by hand, reusing it 

wherever they could to 

create steps, paving, raised 

borders and beds. “We’ve 

become very good with a 

crowbar over the years,” 

says Shirley, with a wry 

smile. “But I have always 

enjoyed a challenge.”

A rockery to the front of the 

house followed in 1989 using 

rock that was dug out for an 

extension. Then it was a case 

of waiting for their creation 

to mature. “We opened for 

Biddulph In Bloom, part of 

Britain in Bloom, in 1997 so it 

was a good ten years before 

the garden came together,” 

says Michael, who is rightly 

proud of what he and Shirley 

have been able to achieve on 

what at first appeared to be 

such an unforgiving site. ■

 

ORGANISING A day out to an NGS garden 

couldn’t be easier. Just take a look at The 

Yellow Book 2014 to find out where your 

nearest one is. Opening on 17 November is 

another terraced garden, this time at 

Cotehele in Salthash, Cornwall. Here too 

ponds and a stream have been used to 

make the most of the site, which falls away 

into a sheltered valley. 

YELLOW BOOK NEWS

46  AMATEUR GARDENING  1 NOVEMBER 2014
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Get the
look

Primula 

beesiana 

is ideal for 

damp conditions

Use statues to lead the

eye – these herons sit by

the water at the top pool

Iris sibirica is a 

good choice for 

bog gardens

Allow stone statues to

become weathered

1 NOVEMBER 2014  AmAteUr GArDeNING 47

GoinG with the flow
A series of small pools linking the two ponds 

deals with any overflow rainwater. the 

sloping terrain between the two has created 

a natural bog area where water-loving plants 

are a must. “We used quite a few Primula 

candelabras,” Shirley adds.

fully matured
As long as the ground is well drained Iris sibirica will stand 

moist conditions, says Shirley. Ornaments have been left to 

mature just like the garden for a more authentic feel.
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Please enter the

Signature

Card Number

Card expiry date

Name

Address

Postcode

Email Tel

HAYLOFT PLANTS • MANOR FARM • PENSHAM • PERSHORE • WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

Please sendme

1 WEIGELA FLORIDA MAGICAL RAINBOW PTWEI01-AG4414 £10.00

3 WEIGELA FLORIDA MAGICAL RAINBOW PTWEI03-AG4414 £24.00

POST & PACKING (uK) £4.95

PRICEITEM CODE QTy TOTAL

Signature

Card Number

Card expiry date CSVIssue No. Start date:

TOTAL DuE

SEND THE COuPON By FREEPOST TO
Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG,

Pensham, PershoreWR10 3HBName

Address

Postcode

Email Tel

ORDER CODE

AG4414

By advising us of your email address we will
be able to send all of our special offers.
Please tick here if you prefer not to receive
offers other than from our company

I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit myMastercard Visa Maestro account

To order visithayloft-plants.co.uk/AG4414 or call0844 335 1088

All orders will be personally confrmed

by return with a copy of our Autumn

catalogue. Call 01386 554440 for your

FREE catalogue.

Supplied
in 9cm

pots and
over

30cm (12”)

tall – ready for

direct pla
nting

into your
garden

on arrival

MAGIC BY NAME AND BY NATURE!
Red branches hold beautiful green and yellow variegated foliage that doesn’t suffer in the

summer heat but fushes pink red. The tidymounded shrub is smothered by trumpet shaped

pink fower in May and June, attracting butterfies. Not fussy on soil conditions, prefers sun

but can tolerate part shade. Height & spread 90-120cm (36-48”). Fully hardy perennial.

Hand selected for quality in our nursery and swiftly despatched to you within 14 days.

Buy ONE PLANT FOR £10

Buy THREE FOR £24

Delivery
within
14 days

Create
a rain

bow in

your g
arden

that

attrac
ts butt

erflies
JUST

£8
EACH
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classified
To place classifed advertising: 

Call 0203 148 2858 Fax 0203 148 8314 

or email tadeyo.akitoye@timeinc.com

riches rags

Just 99p monthly subscription

Clear out those pre-loved clothes

and make money TODAY!

Sell ALL your pre-loved clothes

and become richer todAy!

BULBS PLANTS & SEEDS CLOTHING & FOOTWEAR

10% DISCOUNT UNTIL

17
TH

MARCH 2014

WITH CODE SPRING10

NATIONAL

FRUIT TREE

SPECIALISTS
Over 300 Apple varieties plus Cherry,

Plum, Pear, Peach, Nuts etc. Also a wide selection

of Soft Fruit Plants including Grape Vines plus Kiwis,

Hops and Figs.

CALL NOW FOR FREE CATALOGUE

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR

CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS.

dEACONS NURSERy (AG), GOdShILL,

ISLE OF WIGhT P038 3hW

Telephone: 01983 840750

or 01983 522243

info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

Fax: 01983 523575

10% off with code AUTUMN10

until 31/10/14

info@ferrymanpolytunnels
www.ferrymanpolytunnels.co.uk

BULBS PLANTS & SEEDS

POLYTUNNELS

GREENHOUSES

GARDENING EQUIPMENT

www.nickys-nursery.co.uk
Tel/Fax 01843 600972

Looking for quality and service for your growing season?
We have one of the UK’s largest collection of chilli and tomato seeds,
vegetable seeds, wild fower single species and mixes, oriental veg,
fower seeds, herbs seeds, grass mixes and much more.

Call us if you’re looking for something to
sow now or something special to try!

www.GreenhousesRus.co.uk

Massive Range of Greenhouses &

Accessories at Competitive Prices.
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Packed with inspiring 
ideas and practical tips for 
every part of the garden

Published by Pedigree Books. Quote ISBN Number 978-1-90815-201-5

YEARBOOK 2015

ON SALE
NOW AT GOOD 
BOOKSHOPS 

ONLY

£9.99
■  Step-by-step guides

■  What to do each month

■  Daily full-year diary 

■  Gardener’s note pad 

■   All in one handy hardback edition
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AG’s telly gardener

Filling the 
f lower gap
Toby reckons cottage garden favourites 
walllflowers are still well worth growing

HERE ARE some 

things you never 

regret, like putting 

on wellies before 

walking through long wet 

grass, or taking a thermos to 

the allotment.

Small things maybe, but so 

often they are the difference 

between a productive 

afternoon on the plot and 

one where you’re thirsty and 

shivering in wet socks. Then 

there’s planting wallflowers…

I’ll be the first to admit that 

the way they are sold, as 

bundles of spindly bare-root 

plants bound with elastic 

bands, doesn’t look enticing, 

especially when compared to 

flowers already established in 

their pots.

T

TOBY’S 
FINAL WORD

■ PLANT YOUR spring bulbs 
after (and between) the 
wallflowers. The other way 
around may mean you 
accidentally dig up your tulips 
or daffodils. 

After planting, add a couple 
of pinches of ground lime to 
your can, before watering them 
in – they love it and they will fill 
out faster.
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TUNE IN 
TO TOBY ON 

BBC FLOWER 
SHOW 

COVERAGEyToby BucklandToby Buckland

But don’t be put off by their 

ugly duckling appearance. 

Come spring they’ll make 

colourful fillers, bulking out 

leafless spring borders and 

filling the flower gap 

between the end of the 

pansies and daffodils and the 

start of summer. I’ve been 

planting mine, and it’s good 

to see their green tops still 

standing proud as the rest of 

the garden goes to ground.

Time was you could have 

any colour, as long as it was 

orange. Now there’s a wider 

range, including blood-reds 

(‘Vulcan’) and pastel pinks 

(‘Giant Pink’). And if you see 

these single shades snap 

them up as, for the most part, 

it’s still mixes of mahogany, 
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Wallfl owers are most 
common in their orange, 
brown, yellow, golden 
and russet colours

1 NOVEMBER 2014  AMATEUR GARDENING  51

orange and yellows that are 

widely available.

Of the orange blends, ‘Tom 

Thumb’ grows to just 8in 

(20cm), ‘My Fair Lady’ 

reaches the knee (and 

contains some pinks), while 

the old classic ‘Persian 

Carpet’ is heavy on the gold.

Whichever you choose, or 

can get hold of, planting is 

the same. Soak bunches in a 

bucket to rehydrate the 

roots, and (as my old boss 

used to say) ‘bury the stems 

up to their armpits’ – that’s 

just under their lowest leaves.

Being members of the 

cabbage family, they prefer a 

neutral to alkaline soil. But 

even if you’re on acidic 

ground you can still grow 

them either in pots or 

borders sweetened with a 

few spades of alkaline 

mushroom/green-waste 

compost dug in. Space the 

plants 10in (25cm) apart.

And remember, when 

it comes to wallflowers, 

more is definitely 

more: they look best in 

generous swathes.

You won’t regret it! ■
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 – save up to 34% on a subscripton to Amateur Gardening

Start your Christmas shopping early! VISIT: www.magazinesdirect.com/CBW4

OR CALL: 0844 8480848 and quote code CBW4. 

Lines open 7 days a week 8am-9pm (UK time). Overseas +44 (0) 330 3330 233
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ORDER FORM (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) Please send to: Van Meuwen VSOP343, Admail ADM3952, Spalding PE11 1ZZ.

To place your priority order visit:

www.vanmeuwen.com/VSOP343
Or call 0844 557 1850
We won’t be beaten on Quality or Price! - Guaranteed

9am-6pm 7 days a week

quote code 'VSOP343

All products are covered
by theVan Meuwen

5 Star guarantee.Visit
our website for more

details, incredible special
offers and to requesta catalogue.

5
STARGUARANTEE

Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive offers from carefully selected companies. By supplying your email address you

give us consent to email you special offers from Van Meuwen. We will not pass your email address to a third party. Products and

delivery dates subject to availability. Van Meuwen is committed to supplying high quality products to

recreational gardeners and households for personal use. In accordance with the established custom of the

trade, Van Meuwen will in no case be liable for more than the actual amount paid for a particular product.

Your contract for supply of goods is with VanMeuwen. Full terms and conditions are available on request

or on our website at www.vanmeuwen.com. ©Van Meuwen 2014.

Email

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Van Meuwen’ for £

Name

Address

Postcode Telephone

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV

Please debit my: Visa Mastercard Maestro

Code Item Description Price Qty Total

VJ46811 Tulip St George, 16 bulbs –WAS £9.99 £6.99

VJ46812P Tulip St George, 32 bulbs – SAVE £10 £9.98

VJ46813P Tulip St George, 64 bulbs – SAVE £25 £14.96

V58084P 30cm Patio Planter + Saucer £9.99

V48786 Incredibloom Fertiliser 750g £12.99

P&P £3.95

GrandTotal

Order Code

VSOP343 Cardholders name Expiry Date /

Incredibloom®

with our new and exclusive Incredibloom®

plant fertiliser offering a simple, controlled
release for the most incredible blooms.
750g Pack £12.99.

Enjoy up to 400% more flowersPerfect for your tulips, this durable pot

stands 30cm (12”) tall and 38cm (15”)

wide. A brushed metal finish, lattice

design and a large saucer, ideal for all

of your patio favourites. Just £9.99

Patio Planter

Fly the flag next Spring!
Bold red stripes set against elegant white petals

are the perfect choice for St George’s Day

Bold patriotic colour ready
for St. George’s Day

Lush, bulky foliage
suppresses weeds

Create stunning patio, border
and cut flower displays

Tulip St.George
Add a splash of patriotic colour to your
garden just in time for St George’s Day.
Bold white goblets with a striking deep
red streak running down the centre of
each petal are simply stunning as they
arrive in April before opening wide for
the most sensational blooms resembling

St George’s flag. The incredible flowers sit
upon sturdy stems surrounded by lush,
luxurious richly coloured foliage. Perfect
for the most enchanting patio and border

features or for wonderful
cut flower indoor displays.

Delivery November.

HURRY OFFER MUST END

NOVEMBER 15th

WAS

£9.99 £6.99
NOW
ONLY
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