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T
he very conspicuously claimed Monte 

Carlo seen displayed on this August 

issue cover of LOWRIDER is repre-

sented by the Together Car Club. This very 

popular style of Chevrolet was the king of 

the boulevards in the days when disco and 

Donna Summers were symbolic of the late 

’70s. The second generation of Monte Carlo 

was designed not just to be a hardtop, but a 

pillared coupe with rear side opera windows 

and frameless door glass. 

Back in 1973 it was also named Motor 

Trend’s “Car of the Year” due to its new styl-

ing and emphasis on a Euro-style ride and 

handling. The second-generation Chevrolet 

Monte Carlo won management approval even 

though there were daring concept design 

changes made to the body. Designer Irv 

Rybicki displayed the beautifully finished 

black-and-silver concept model with a great 

flourish to Mr. John DeLorean and a group of 

onlookers as they toured the styling studios 

one afternoon. DeLorean’s guests applauded 

wildly and DeLorean gave Rybicki his imme-

diate approval, urging him not to tamper a bit 

with the final design. 

DeLorean didn’t tinker with the new 

Monte Carlo’s exterior design, but he called 

for a complete overhaul of its suspension. 

He was enamored of European luxury cars 

like Mercedes, with their firmer damping 

and sharper steering response. Detroit had 

always resisted the Mercedes approach out 

of a near-religious conviction that a cloud-like 

ride and effortless steering would sell more 

cars than confident and stiffer handling, but 

John DeLorean was determined to give the 

new Monte better road manners. Today this 

popular style of Monte Carlo is still iconic 

as well as classic, and that’s because we 

overhauled that suspension too! Hydraulics 

added to that European-styled suspension 

also enhances the Monte Carlo’s design. Take 

a look at this cover feature, I’m sure those 

onlookers who toured the General Motors 

plant that day would also agree.

While we are discussing suspension and 

handling technology, let’s also make the 

comparisons of the automobile then and now. 

As mentioned before, gone are the days of 

the “ride on a cloud” comfort suspensions. 

Today we feel everything on the road and 

that’s because there is more hands-on control 

at the wheel that sits right behind the best 

and most innovative brake systems allowed. 

When it comes to performance, you get bet-

ter fuel efficiency without sacrificing power 

and we haven’t even brought up reliability 

and safety features yet. 

We have all seen the “retro-future” 

muscle cars out there like the Camaro, 

Challenger, and Mustang. The thing that’s 

cool about them is that they still have that 

classic look and era style, but the mechan-

ics on these latest rides are incomparable to 

what was offered back then. Let’s take the 

1964 Chevrolet Impala for instance. This 

LOWRIDER favorite is now 50 years old, 

but it still separates itself in looks from the 

Impala at the dealerships today. What if your 

six-four had the latest reliable suspension 

and performance technology offered today? 

Even though Chevrolet won’t come out with 

a “retro Impala,” that doesn’t mean we can’t 

adapt and build one of our own. 

Today there are plenty of aftermarket 

products to help update or upgrade just about 

any classic out there. From frame-off bushing 

replacements on up to the LS engine drive-

trains, we at LOWRIDER present and demon-

strate any and all products for your special 

build! The LOWRIDER Garage/tech depart-

ment, features restoration, performance, and 

suspension articles that include “building on 

a budget,” step-by-step installations. If you 

think our tech department can use a tune 

up though, and you would like to see other 

tech articles that can help cover rebuilding 

concerns on your project, well then please 

constructively and respectably let us know 

about it. All weekend garage mechanics are 

welcomed to help turn a wrench inside this 

magazine too, and we would appreciate your 

European-Style 

Hydraulic  

Suspension

support. Oh yeah, have you thanked a soldier 

lately?  Q

Until the next cruise by. 

Joe Ray
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classic. When Richard was a lot younger he 

was in the Together Bike Club, and as time 

went on he continued his destiny when his 

father’s friend had this style of ride for sale. 

Something stood out for him when he saw 

the car’s unique design, because that was 

the statement he made when he handed over 

the money for the pink slip, or should we say 

magenta slip? 

This move solidified him to join the Togeth-

er Car Club. When anyone purchases a car 

and they want to join a club, one of the things 

that comes to mind fast is how the vision of 

the club’s plaque will look in the back window. 

Well Richard represents Together very well 

with this beauty built to the standards of 

this proud and long-running car club. Once 
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again, this ’70s-era Monte Carlo becomes 

as iconic today as it was almost four de-

cades ago. It’s also special again because 

it symbolizes our hobby so well it was 

chosen for the cover of our August issue 

of LOWRIDER Magazine. Congratulations to 

Richard and all of the Together Car Club 

for this well-displayed feature. Now let’s 

enjoy the color scheme and coordination 

that was laid out and sprayed by An-

thony’s Customs in El Monte, California. It 

enhances the body style well enough to 

make this lowrider Monte the best of all 

its model generations.�Q

FOR MORE OF THIS LOWRIDER FEATURE, CRUISE ON  

OVER TO www.lowridermagazine.com
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OLDIES AND HOUSTONTejas Super Show and Concert IV
By Joe Ray 

Photos by Fernando Deanda

18     Lowridermagazine.com AUGUST 2014  Lowrider    19    

Most Americans associate Houston 
with the historic NASA Space 
Center. If you’re a lowriding 

enthusiast living in the Houston metro 
area, you can testify that Space City has 
produced rich automotive trends, but it’s 
the lowrider culture that has landed its 
roots deep into the largest city in the Lone 
Star State. The ever-popular slogan of 
“everything is bigger in Texas” certainly 
held true at the 5th annual Tejas Super 
Car Show and Concert. The driving force 
organizing this “bigger in Texas” fest was 
coordinated by Conrad Ramirez, president 
of the well-known and respected Oldies 
Car Club. 

A mix of tricked-out vehicles filled 
up the Pasadena Convention Center & 
Fairgrounds. The venue was at capacity 
with custom lowrider-styled Harleys, 
luxury SUVs, and traditional and custom 
lowriders. The Oldies Car Club’s dedicated 
members rallied behind their president to 
ensure the Sunday affair was served up to 
please every car owner and spectator who 
was in attendance. 
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Fans were treated to the best of the best in 

the customizing world and there were dozens 

of vendors showing off their latest apparel 

and auto accessories. High Tech Auto Sound 

conducted the sound-off event, while a vari-

ety of tattoo artists inked some masterpieces 

on their clients. Aficionados traveled a great 

distance to partake in this happening as they 

came from every corner in Texas. Prominent 

car clubs showed up in force as well, and 

those on hand, to name only a few, were Los 

Finos, Latin Cartel, Rollerz Only, Empire, and 

Juiced. 

Quality rides abounded, like Nick Flores’ 

’63 convertible Impala, “50 Shade” a 

hometown favorite. A rival with the same 

year and model from Raymondville, Texas, 

dubbed “Chingon ’63” belonging to Joel 

Flores. The traditional class had some gems 

to admire, such as Tony Analla’s ’64, “El San-

cho.” The Majestics members had an arsenal 

of fierce rides that extended from one end of 
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that included Lil Rob, MC Magic, Baby Bash, 

Kid Frost, Kinto Sol, and Los Garcia Brothers. 

This lowriding extravaganza was only made 

possible thanks to El Chuco Ramirez Promo-

tions in conjunction with Conrad Kustomz, 

Pachucos R-Us, and the Oldies chapter of 

Houston. Special proceeds from each ticket 

sale benefited the MMA/boxing gym SQL 

Combat Club as they received $2,500 dollars 

for their efforts to keep kids engaged in a 

positive sport. Conrad would like to thank his 

family, his club members, the fans, and all the 

lowriders who came out to support the move-

ment. Houston we have liftoff for the 6th 

annual celebration slated for August 2014.�Q

the facility to the other. Admirers certainly 

couldn’t resist the viewing sensations flying 

the Latin Kustoms plaques, either. Lil Joe’s 

’58 is still an impressive classic to view. The 

H-bombs, Viejitos, and Oldies Car Clubs had 

you covered if your preference was vintage 

relics. Over 200 awards and an abundant 

amount of cash prizes were presented to the 

day’s special winners. 

Spectators rushed to the outdoor stage to 

witness the musical flowing lyrics from the 

legends in the game. Ms. Terrieann “Kueen of 

Krunk” Torres, who was the MC hostess was 

joined by the infamous television hostess 

Lala. Fans were treated to an excellent lineup 



*UTI cannot guarantee employment. For more information about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who completed the program and other important information, visit our website at

   www.uti.edu/disclosure.
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At UTI, you’ll get hands-on training using many of the latest 

vehicles and automotive technologies, and gain the knowledge 
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graduation.* Start now!
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New Mexico Supreme Brougham
By Joe Ray

Photography By Marco Patino

CHILD’S  
PLAY  

CUTLASS
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A
s a young New Mexican kid growing 

up in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 

Mike Baca would enjoy hanging out 

with his uncle, a mechanic who gravitated 

to working on old car restorations. The two 

would spend hours checking out the local 

car show scene, fantasizing about all the 

custom rides that filled those events. As he 

matured, Mike’s interest leaned heavily to 

the lowriding part of the custom car world. 

At the age of 16 he had his first lowered ride: 

a 1966 convertible VW Bug. “I had dropped 

it and threw some custom rims and tires on 

it,” he says. As time passed, there would be 

a progression of cars to come in and out of 

his driveway. 

“I had some nice rides throughout the 

years, but I never really got serious or had 

the extra money to put into a ride that I 

really wanted. By this time I had a wife and 

a son to think about. Eventually we became 

more financially situated with better 

careers,” Mike says. That and the fact that 

Mike’s neighbors also had a fancy custom 

ride helped spur him on to pursue his dream 

of getting a new one. 

It really got Mike thinking about getting 

a certain project that would enable his vi-

sion to come true. “I started to think about 

lowriders again!” Yes, Mike had the fever 

once again. “A few weeks later my wife Te-

resa Baca and I went out to a local lowrider 

car show and it really got me pumped up!” 

Eventually Mike offered one of his other 

neighbors some cash for a car that had 

been sitting around in their yard. In the 

summer of 2003, the Oldsmobile became 

his lowrider of choice. It was only a matter 

of time as to what he’d direction he’d go 

with the car’s style. 

Mike messed around with the Cutlass for 

a few years until he met up with some old 

friends and as he went along he also made 

some new buddies too. “These guys had 

already been on the lowrider scene for quite 

a while and their experience and talents 

would help me get that black cherry paint-

job and my cream leather pillow-style inte-

rior I had thoughts about when it came time 

to finish building my ride,” he remembers. 

It was the perfect time for his vision to 

take place because his son was older and 

his life was more rounded out. “I made time 

to make my dream car become a reality 
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TECH SPECS

Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1985 Oldsmobile Cutlass

Vehicle Nickname: Child’s Play

Owner: Mike Baca

City/State: Albuquerque, New Mexico

Engine: Original Oldsmobile 307

Body/Paint: DuPont/Axalta Black Cherry by Bears Body & 

Paint Albuquerque, New Mexico. Silver leaf striping by Blast Fac-

tory Murals, Chucky and Bride Happy Timez Studios

Suspension: ShowTime hydraulic system installed by Gary 

Parea, Optima batteries included

Interior: Cream-colored leather pillow-style interior and trunk 

by Andre’s Upholstery, New Mexico

Sound System: Shadow installed the audio/video Kenwood 

system with Punch woofers

Wheels / Tires: Dayton 13-inch / Coker 13-inch tires 

although it did take a few years to do it.” Yeah, 

it was just supposed to be a Cutlass with a 

basic hydraulic setup and a nice paintjob, but 

it ended up exceeding all of my expectations; 

thanks to some good friends and a little tim-

ing, my vision is complete!”�Q





W
ithout risk there is no reward. This 

adage has served as the backbone 

for some of the most awe-inspiring 

companies, custom cars, and movements in 

this century and the same can be said for 

Thomas Sampaga, the curator of Hawaii’s 

most celebrated lowrider shows — Arts in 

Motion. 

Back in 2007, with no prior experience 

or sponsors, Thomas wanted to throw a car 

show that would showcase the best that 
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One of Hawaii’s Most Celebrated and Coveted Shows
By Beto Mendoza

ARTS IN MOTION

Hawaii had to offer. After brainstorm-

ing ideas and talking to friends, he would 

eventually team up with Justin Flores, who 

was initially consulted with as a model 

coordinator. After preliminary talks, the 

two clicked so well that Thomas ended up 

making Justin a partner, rather than just a 

private contractor and the combination of 

the two worked like a charm.   

Conceptually, the idea behind Arts in Mo-

tion was to showcase the world of custom 

vehicles, but they wanted more than just a 

static show. Instead, they wanted to cho-

reograph a show that was more interactive, 

which is how the idea of the “Car Limbo” 

came into play. The whole idea behind the 

“Limbo” was to see who would be crowned 

the lowest car. 

As each car makes a pass beneath the 

limbo bar, judges gauge just how low each 

vehicle is. The one that lays down the low-

est roofline to pass beneath the bar wins 

the competition. In addition to this brilliant 

idea, they have also incorporated Trike 

Drifters along with other great attractions 

such as the 4x4 Monster Truck smash and 

BMX stunts. In short, one must attend Arts 

in Motion to truly experience and under-

stand the full effect of the show as it has 

now become the one hub where car enthu-

siasts and lowrider fanatics can gather to 

have a good ol’ time. �Q
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New Breed of El Camino in El Paso

THE RETURN  
OF “MISTER”

STYLE
Story By Joe Ray 

Photography By Beto Mendoza
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E
ver since his days as a young kid, David 

Loya was always called “Mister” when 

addressed by his grandfather. While he 

was growing up, family and friends got used 

to calling him by that name and it stuck with 

him forever, too. When Mister got involved 

with his lifelong hobby of lowriding, he also 

became known as “Mister Style” when he 

busted out with a ’57 Ford Fairlane. 

Back in 1979 he brought out his pride 

and joy and displayed it at the very popular 

Ascarate Park in El Paso, Texas. LOWRIDER 

Magazine was there not only to capture what 

would soon be a feature in the magazine, but 

to also witness what the culture and future 

would become in El Paso. Mister is one of the 

long-standing original and active members of 

the New Breed Car Club now in existence for 

almost 40 years. They are one of the oldest 

car clubs in El Paso and will be celebrating 

their historical anniversary soon. After all 

these years he finally returns to the pages of 

LOWRIDER with this custom but classic pearl, 

flake and candy jade green 1959 

Chevy El Camino. 

Mister calls this ride “Foolish Pleasure” 

like all the names he gives for each of the 

rides he has built over the years. When he 

found this rare and different ride six years 

ago, he knew it would need some replacing 

of the floorboards, but the engine and trans 

were running well and most of the moldings 

were there too. After all the hard work and 

sacrifices made, this finned-out Camino was 

rebuilt from the ground up. Parts are hard to 

find for these rides, but with time, patience, 

and a lot of chrome and detail this is what it 

takes to be known as Mister.

Even though there is a lot of chrome 

throughout the undercarriage, Mister 

believes that all cars, no matter how much 

chrome or customizations they have, only 

belong on the floor laid out for their best 

looks when displayed, and we have to agree 

with his old-school thoughts. He 

would like to thank 
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everyone from New Breed Car Club for helping out and 

being their for him throughout the years, and a special 

thanks goes out to his son Christopher who helps him 

display the Camino and picking the color chosen as a 

nod to one of his dad’s past builds. Q

FOR MORE OF THIS LOWRIDER FEATURE, CRUISE ON  

OVER TO www.lowridermagazine.com

TECH SPECS
Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1959 Chevro-

let El Camino

Vehicle Nickname: Foolish Pleasure 

Owner: David “Mister” Loya

City/State: El Paso, TX

Club: New Breed

Engine: 307 with everything chromed out

Body/Paint: Bodywork by Lopez Garage in El 

Paso, TX. Gino’s Body Shop added the green candy 

paint. Ortiz of El Paso, TX, added the striping.

Suspension: Louie Avila and Sons installed 

the double whammy hydraulic pump

Interior: Black & White Upholstery, El Paso, TX

Sound System: First Class Auto Sounds and 

Tinting, El Paso, TX

Wheels/Tires: 13-inch Cross Laced Zenith 

Wire Wheels / Firestone tires
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UNIDOS  
CAR CLUB

A Decade of Diligence
By Volo
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A
s the lowriding movement continues 

to age and persevere, many car clubs 

associated with the lifestyle have 

come and gone, but few have withstood the 

test of time, celebrating 10 or more years in 

existence. A mix of memorable and well-built 

rides may define the car club to outsiders, but 

it’s the quality of the members that actually 

keeps the club intact and running smooth.

One such club was formed on the strict 

ideals of unity, not only among its members, 

but among the lowriding community as a 

whole. Back in August 2003, six friends came 

together to form Unidos Car Club, based in Los 
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Angeles. They implemented the notion that 

friendship would always come first within 

the club, and with that, honesty and integrity 

would define the group.

Throughout the club’s first decade, the 

membership increased from those original six 

members to 11 and 15 club cars. Even though 

the club has remained structured as a single 

chapter, it has still seen its ups and downs, 

highs and lows. Regardless, with friend-

ship as a major backbone to its existence, a 

family-like bond keeps the club strong and 

club functions fun.

Every other week, the Unidos club mem-

bers will meet up on the infamous Whittier 

Boulevard in Montebello, California. They 

will discuss club issues and upcoming events. 

They share ideas and help each other out, but 

more than anything, it’s a great way for these 

friends to come together and spend time to-

gether, joking around and having that unique 

lowriding camaraderie. On a regular basis, 

the club members and their families will get 

together for barbeques and birthday parties. 

Attending local car shows and the Las Vegas 

Super Show keeps the members pushing 

forward and motivated. The standards of the 

club are some of the highest around, so it’s no 

wonder that the cars are as equally impres-

sive as the members themselves. The cars 

range from old-school classics to newer rides, 

all with the traditional lowrider styles. 

Congratulations go out to Unidos Car Club 

for hitting their first big milestone and for 

keeping the lowriding movement positive 

and in high gear!�Q
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C
ruising still remains one of the high-

lights of the car culture, while doubling 

as one of America’s favorite pastimes. 

This show of camaraderie, craftsmanship, 

and creativity is the cruising subculture and 

it’s believed to have started in the late 1940s 

by the lowrider community before spreading 

like wildfire in the ’50s. 

During that time, certain streets were 

blessed with the presence of custom cars and 

in turn designated as hot spots to be seen at. 

From Whittier Boulevard in East Los Angeles 

all the way to Van Nuys Boulevard in the 

San Fernando Valley, cruising has also led to 

the creation of blockbuster hits that revolve 

around this lifestyle, the most popular of 

which is the film American Graffiti. That said, 

Hollywood Boulevard has also had its run 

as a local hot spot, but as law enforcement 

began to crack down it changed the name of 

the game. 

Fortunately there are still a few cruising 

locales that have stood the test of time. The 

one street that has been a consistent gather-

ing spot has been Crenshaw Boulevard and it 

is continues to be one of the most active (and 

festive spots) to show the streets exactly 

what you’re working with.

By John Jarasa
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The following pictorial was taken during 

a recent Sunday cruise and the pictures are 

sure to bring back memories for all of us. From 

baggers to lowriders, the streets were filled 

with an assortment of custom rides and it’s 

good to see the evolutionary spirit of lowrid-

ing back at work and influencing the next 

generation of enthusiasts and lowriding fans. 

Till next time…keep your batteries charged 

and your fittings tight.

FOR MORE OF THIS LOWRIDER FEATURE, CRUISE ON  

OVER TO www.lowridermagazine.com
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Now That the Green Reaper Has Been 
Released, it’s Time for a Lot of the 

Competition to Run and Hide
By Beto Mendoza

WHEN GOOD 
ISN’T GOOD 

ENOUGH
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EST. 1977

ROLL  

PLAYERZ

F
resh out of high school in 1992, Manuel Pena got himself an 

’88 Nissan Hardbody. During those times, the mini-truck 

scene was all the craze, so months later he found a truck 

equipped with hydros, custom paint, and a detailed undercarriage. 

By the late ’90s it was time for a change so he decided to start 

tinkering with his Buick Regal, which had a two-pump and eight-

battery setup. Little did he know that this was just the start of his 

car customizing days and he’s been on full tilt ever since. 

In 2005, after getting rid of a Lincoln, Manuel was on the hunt 

for a new project. That project? A Cadillac Escalade. As timing 

would have it, he was driving through Downey, California, and 

spotted what seemed to be an abandoned Cadillac Escalade. “It 

looked like it had just been sitting there, so I went over and asked 

the owner if he would sell it. The guy who owned it said that he 

didn’t drive it because gas had gotten to expensive and that he 

was just driving a little four-cylinder car. I didn’t care about gas 

prices so I bought it,” Manuel says. 

Like so many others, his intentions were to keep it as a clean 

and slightly customized daily driver, but being a car customizer at 

heart, he couldn’t resist dumping money into it. He later met some 

of the guys from Swift Car Club and this is when phase two began. 

“I bagged it and put on set of 27s, but I knew that it wasn’t good 

enough to get into Swift, so I had to go back and redo it,” says the 

now current member. “They told me that I had to redo my paint 

and interior, but I decided to redo the whole truck.”

With that bit of advice, Manuel decided to go all out and get 

the frame and undercarriage painted, and he’s still planning on 

doing more, so keep an eye out for it in the 2014 show season. He 

would like to thank Fonzy, LA Kustomz, Tiarra Luxury Grilles, MHT 

wheels, his family for putting up with his hobby, and his Swift 

family.�Q



TECH SPECS
Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 2002 Cadillac 

Escalade

Vehicle Nickname: Green Reaper

Owner: Manuel Pena

City/State: Los Angeles, CA

Club: Swift

Engine: 5.3 V-8 with MagnaFlow exhaust and 

Kinetik battery

Body/Paint: First Class in Harbor City, CA, 

painted the SUV with a PPG Vibrance Candy 

Green, Mike Lamberson striped and leafed the 

outside, and Curly’s Pinstriping did the inside. 

Fonzy of Greaskull added the hood and tailgate 

murals.

Suspension: Ric of LA Kustomz in Santa 

Fe Springs, CA, installed the airbags with four 

compressors, eight valves, eight switches, and 

two tanks

Wheels/Tires: Chrome MHT 26-inch C17s 

Interior: Joe of California Upholstery in Bell 

Gardens, CA, used suede, stingray, and burberry 

Sound System: SSK Audio Proline installed 

the Pioneer head unit, Kicker amps, six Kicker L5 

woofers, and JL Audio mids
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By Beto Mendoza

Double Up on these Clean ’54s

STEPSIDE 
AND THE SUB
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TECH SPECS 
Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1954 

Chevrolet Stepside 3100

Vehicle Nickname: Daddy’s Home

Owner: Richard Betancourt

City/State: Covina, CA

Club: Old Times

Engine: 265 V-8 with glasspacks and a 

Champion battery

Body/Paint: Danny D. of Baldwin Park, 

CA, added the striping

Suspension: Eric Toyoshiba of Advanced 

Design Fabrication in Whittier, CA, installed 

the airbag suspension

Interior: Stock

Sound System: A restored record player 

was added along with a JVC CD player and two 

Pioneer 6x9-inch speakers powered by an 

Alpine amp



A
t the age of 8, George Vallin’s father showed him 

how to drive a car and it was around that same 

time he took an active role in his father’s passion 

for cars. “My dad used to buy, restore, and sell cars,” says 

George. “Ever since he could afford a car, he’s had custom 

cars and I remember at one point he had a total of nine cars 

that ranged from Impalas to Porsches.” Through those 

experiences he too has become an avid builder of cars and 

now he and his brother-in-law Rick Betancourt have two 

trucks that hold their weight in looks and originality. 

George originally bought the green truck while on a 

road trip back from Mexicali. “I was driving by differ-

ent farms on my way back and a guy in the town of 

Westmorland, California, had a yard sale. In the back of 

the house he had a truck, but it was very incomplete. 

So I went three houses down and stumbled upon a 

’54 Chevy.” The engine was shot and the truck hadn’t 

moved in a long time. When he asked the owner if he 

would sell it, he said that he would never get rid of it. 

Long story short, he threw a number at the owner and 

minutes later he found himself with a new project. 

Months later when he was out cruising in the truck, 

he ran into a friend at a liquor store. His friend also had 

a classic truck and asked George if he was going to build 

anything else. George told him that he was looking for 

a ’54 Suburban. It just so happened that the guy knew 
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TECH SPECS
Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1954 Chevrolet Suburban

Vehicle Nickname: Dylan’s Burban

Owner: Dylan Vallin

City/State: Monrovia, CA

Engine: B&B in Covina, CA, installed the 292 straight-six out of a 1965 Chevy  

with a Yellow Top Optima battery, Mattson radiator and fan

Body/Paint: Noah Durans in Azusa, CA, two-toned it with a root beer brown and a champagne

Suspension: LA Customs in Santa Fe Springs, CA, installed the airbag suspension

Interior: David’s Upholstery in Baldwin Park, CA



where there was one. “He told me that there 

was one down the street, but that it would have 

to be a different day since he didn’t have time.” 

That didn’t work for George, so he told his friend 

that he wanted to go and his friend complied. 

They went down a few blocks to where the 

Suburban was. “The guy selling it told me that 

it didn’t have a motor or tranny, but that he 

wanted $800 for it. I didn’t even give him a 

chance to pull it out of the garage before I had 

AAA there ready to take it to my house.”

Fast-forward a few decades later and George 

was short on money for his stepdaughter’s 

quinceñera, so he decided to sell the truck to 

get the money for it. “The only reason that I 

sold it was because she really wanted to have a 

quinceñera. If it wasn’t for that, I would still had 

it,” explained George. “And today, she doesn’t 

even talk to me.” Now George’s son Dylan stands 

to inherit this fine Suburban. 

Rick Betancourt’s father ended up buying 

that ’54 truck. The truck was already in great 

condition, but nonetheless he decided to add 

more to it such as air ride suspension, Mustang 

frontend, and a few other features. His father 

always had cars and when he was ready for 

something new, he gave the truck to Rick. He 

would like to thank his parents Ray Castillo 

and Elizabeth Castillo for blessing him with the 

truck. George would like to thank God first, his 

parents for never letting him down, his family 

and his friend that helped him find the truck. �Q
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By Beto Mendoza

Murdered-Out Harley
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EST. 1977

TANKS  

& TAILS

B
en Vasquez of Somis, California, hits 

the wind with this murdered-out Road 

King Classic called Wicked HD. The 

name of the bike comes from the ’70s rhythm 

and blues band called Sly, Slick and Wicked. 

Ben currently has a 1957 Bel Air in the works 

called Sly ’57, a ’61 Impala that was featured in 

our December 2013 issue called Slick ’61, and 

this ’08 Road King that completes his tribute 

to the legendary group.

He bought this featured Road King brand 

new from the Simi Valley, California, Harley-

Davidson dealer back in April of 2008. The 

Harley was all stock when he first got it, and 

with the help of his brother-in-law Angel Ro-

man of Camarillo, California, that didn’t last 

too long. They both chromed everything out 

and added Samson dual tailpipes, 21-inch ape 

handle bars, digital gauges, and a few other 

accessories. “The bike was originally meant to 

be a cruiser, but after a while I really started 

getting into it and kept adding more stuff. It 

has taken me two years to get to this point 

as I have a few other projects in the works.” 

The bike originally came with leather bags, 

but they were switched over to extended 

hard bags.

His brother-in-law, who works in construc-

tion, helped out because he builds bikes as 

a hobby. Ben is now planning on getting 

a Street Glide for he and his wife to cruise 

around on. He would like to thank his brother-

in-law Angel, his wife for putting up with all 

the late sly, slick, and wicked nights building 

his lineup, and his son for helping him to keep 

it clean. �Q

FOR MORE OF THIS LOWRIDER FEATURE, CRUISE ON  

OVER TO www.lowridermagazine.com
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TECH SPECS

Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 

2008 Harley Davidson Road King 

Classic

Vehicle Nickname: Wicked HD

Owner: Ben Vasquez

City/State: Somis, CA

Club: Connected

Engine: 96 ci. Angel Roman of Ca-

marillo, CA, installed the dual Samson 

pipes, digital gauges, Harley-Davidson 

and Kuryakyn accessories. Manny 

Rodriguez installed the 21-inch apes 

with internal wiring.

Body/Paint: Murals on the 

extended hard bags from Bad Dads by 

owner. Extended rear fender by Angel 

Roman.

Suspension: Platinum Air suspen-

sion

Wheels/Tires: 21-inch 60 fat 

spokes with floating rotors by Ride 

Wright

Interior: Black leather and suede by 

Jose’s Upholstery in Camarillo, CA

Sound System: Two 6.5 Focal 

speakers and Focal amp
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and consumer magazines keep talking 
about our great quality and unbeatable 
prices.  Visit one of our 500 Stores 
Nationwide and use this 20% Off Coupon 
on one of over 7,000 products*, plus pick 
up a Free 6 Piece Screwdriver Set, a 
$4.99 value.

•  We Will Beat Any Competitor’s Price 
      Within 1 Year Of Purchase
•  No Hassle Return Policy
•  100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

Customers and Experts Agree Harbor Freight WINS in QUALITY and PRICE

If You Buy Tools Anywhere Else, 
You're Throwing Your Money Away

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

HARBOR FREIGHT500 Stores
Nationwide

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside 
Track Club membership, extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On Trencher (Item 
65162), open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases 
after 30 days from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/6/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

ANY SINGLE ITEM

20%
OFF

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon good at 
our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. 
Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original 
coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/6/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON!

FREE

WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

 $18999 

 40 LB. CAPACITY 
FLOOR BLAST 

CABINET 

REG. PRICE $299 .99 

LOT NO.
  68893 /62144

SAVE 
$110

Item 68893 
shown SAVE 

40%
REG. 

PRICE 
$59 .99  $3599 

Item 69340 shown

 MIG-FLUX 
WELDING CART 

LOT NO.  69340/60790 
90305/61316

Welder and accessories 
sold separately.

SUPER
 

COUPON
!

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/6/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LOT NO.  68049
60688/61253
61282/62326 

• Weighs 
77 lbs.

Item 
61253 
shown$7999 REG. PRICE 

$169.99
SAVE
$90

 $9299 

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 

LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 

FLOOR JACK 
20"

29'' Long

2-3/4'' High
LOW PROFILE

SUPER
 

COUPON
!

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/6/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE
$200

 $19999 $15999
REG. 

PRICE 
$359.99

Item 67421 shown

30",  11 DRAWER 

ROLLER CABINET 
LOT NO. 

67421
61485INCLUDES:

• 6 Drawer Top Chest

• 2 Drawer Middle Section

• 3 Drawer Roller Cabinet

900 PEAK/
800 RUNNING WATTS

2 HP (63 CC)
GAS GENERATOR

LOT NO.  66619
 60338/69381

 $8999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

SAVE 
$90

Item 
69381 
shown

NEW!
 LOT NO. 67227 

69567/60566

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $299 REG. 
PRICE 
$5.99

Requires three 
AAA batteries 
(included).

Item 67227 
shown

SAVE 
50%

REG. PRICE $79 .99 

3 GALLON  
100 PSI OILLESS 
HOT DOG STYLE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

 $3999 
LOT NO. 97080/69269

Item 
97080 
shownSAVE 

50%

SUPER
 

COUPON
!

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount 

or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. 

Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 10/6/14. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SAVE
$65

 $8999 
REG. PRICE $129. 99 

RETRACTABLE AIR/WATER HOSE REEL 

WITH 3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE

LOT NO.  93897
69265 /62344

Item 
93897 
shown

– Street Trucks Magazine

"Impressed with the Quality, Covers your 

Entire Garage at an Unbelievable Low Price"

$6499
REG. PRICE $79 .99 

SAVE 
52%

 6 TON HEAVY DUTY 
STEEL JACK STANDS 

LOT NO. 38847
69596/61197

 $3799 
Item 38847 shown

 9000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL 
AND AUTOMATIC BRAKE 

REG. 
PRICE 

$399 .99  $27999 
LOT NO.  68143 /61346/61325/62278

Item 61325 
shown

SAVE 
$120

"An Excellent Means of Adding a Winch to 
your 4x4 Without Breaking the Bank"

– 4 Wheel Drive & SUV Magazine

SAVE 
66%

 $999 
REG. 

PRICE 
$29 .99 

 20 OZ. GRAVITY FEED 
SPRAY GUN 
LOT NO.  47016 

67181/62300

Item 47016
shown

1/4" DRIVE

3/8" DRIVE

1/2" DRIVE

LOT NO.  2696 /61277

LOT NO.  807 /61276

LOT NO.  239 

 TORQUE 
WRENCH ES

Item 239 shown

"Impressive Accuracy, 
Amazing Value"

– Car Craft Magazine

YOUR CHOICE!

 $999 

• Accuracy 
within ±4%

REG. PRICE $34 .99 

SAVE 
71%

 6 PIECE 

SCREWDRIVER 

SET 
ITEM 47770/61313

VALUE
 $499 

Item 47770 shown



Bound by Blood and Oil
By Beto Mendoza

PITMAN 
BROTHERS
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MODEL

Erica Sanchez

Kawaii LaniC
ustomizing cars is either in your blood or it isn’t. 

For the Pitman brothers of Longview, Texas, it is 

something that pumps through their veins. “Our 

dad was a mechanic and was always working on cars and 

that was something that really interested us,” says Nor-

man Pitman. Growing up, Norman and his older brother 
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Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1964 

Chevrolet Impala

Vehicle Nickname: Big Bang ’64

Owner: Walter Pitman

City/State: Longview, TX

Club: Majestics, North Texas

Engine: 327

Body/Paint: Sic713 from Pasadena, TX, pat-

terned out the top and fenders on the ’64

Suspension: Slaughter House Customs in 

Longview, TX, installed the two Black Magic 

pumps with 1-inch extended A-arms and six 

batteries. Carlos Polishing in Garland, TX, also 

did his chrome.

Wheels/Tires: 72 crossed lace / 13x7-inch

Interior: Stock

Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1963 

Chevrolet Impala

Vehicle Nickname: It is what it is

Owner: Norman Pitman

City/State: Longview, TX

Club: Majestics, North Texas

Engine: 283

Body/Paint: Sic713 out of Pasadena, TX, 

added the roof patterns to the Agua Azure

Suspension: The two Black Magic 

pumps were installed by Slaughter House 

Customs in Longview, TX, with extended 

and molded A-arms and six batteries. Carlos 

Polishing in Garland, TX, took care of the 

chroming.

Wheels/Tires: 72 cross-lace / 

155/80R13 tires

Interior: Stock
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Walter were inseparable. They both built 

every car that they’ve had.

They had built a few rides and rode with 

a club from within their area, but they were 

itching to travel out of the area to see more 

of the lowrider world. They decided to ride 

solo until their friend Ricky Bailey told them 

about Skim and Dirty from the North Texas 

Majestics. “Those guys were already known 

to travel coast to coast for car shows and 

that’s something that really got our atten-

tion,” explained Norman. They met with them 

and found out it would take a lot of work and 

dedication to join the club, but they were up 

for the challenge.

The brothers decided to build themselves 

traditional lowriders to get into the North 

Texas Majestics. “I’ve always had lowriders, 

but this was going to be my first traditional 

lowrider.” He decided to sell his two lowriders 

in order to get the money for the right one. 

His brother Walter found the 1963 Impala in 

Oklahoma when Norman was working out of 

town. They came from separate directions 

and met up in Oklahoma to look at the car. 

They showed up with the money and a trailer 

and got the car. The car was in pretty good 

condition, but they still tore it down to rebuild 

it from scratch.

Six months after Norman got his ’63, 

Walter bought himself the ’64. He also had to 

sell two of his big-body Cadillacs in order to 

have money for the ’64. Walter found the car 

on Craigslist in the Dallas area where Norman 

happened to be working. He had him go check 

out the car and then wired him the money to 

buy it. Once he got the chance, he went out to 

Arlington to pick up the car from his brother.

They both worked hard to get their cars 

done in time for the Majestics first annual car 

show. They had their cars displayed at the 

show, but they didn’t receive their plaques 

until they got their final inspection after the 

show. They cut it close in achieving the club’s 

standards, but they were both accepted into 

the club and able to proudly display their cars 

with the plaques in the back windows. They 

would like to thank their family and friends 

for all their support and are happy that low-

riding still pumps through their veins. �Q





A FATHER’S 
INSPIRATION

Childhood Memories Spawn the 
Birth of this Blonde Bomb

By Beto Mendoza
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“
W

hen I was young, I used to love going with my late father to hunt down 

parts at the local wrecking yards. Learning about old cars and spend-

ing time wrenching on them created some very memorable times,” says 

Gerardo Cardenas. Along with those vivid memories, Gerardo passionately explains 

how it was his encounters with the lowriders cruising up and down 24th and Mission, 

and a culmination of childhood experiences, that convinced him that he too would 

one day own a lowrider himself.  



TECH SPECS
Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1941 Chev-

rolet Special Deluxe Cabriolet

Vehicle Nickname: The Blonde Bomb

Owner: Gerardo and Patricia Cardenas

City/State: San Francisco, CA

Club: Old Memories, Bay Area Chapter

Engine: 216 straight-six with a single straight 

pipe

Body/Paint: Stock cameo cream

Suspension: Rear was lowered 3 inches

Wheels/Tires: 16-inch stock hubcaps and 

rings with 16-inch Firestone 5.50 whitewalls

Interior: Hampton Coach done in original 

pattern

Special Thanks: His wife and family for 

understanding him and putting up with him and 

his obsession with bombs. Also big thanks to 

Tony M, Tutu, Big Dan, Jermaine, Manuel, Felipe, 

Angelo, George, Happy, Tyler, and uncle Rafa for 

the parts, resources, and advice. Also a special 

thanks to Paul Roa and the CB SV CR crew.
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Fast forward a few years later, and much 

of his teenage life was spent attending car 

shows and cruise nights and it was at that 

point that he was instantly attracted to the 

size, sound, allure, and stance of old-school 

bombs. That initial attraction would lead him 

to pick up a few projects himself, but after 

acquiring a few bombs to build, he realized that 

there was something missing. That’s when he 

realized that what he really wanted was a con-

vertible. “I wanted a rag top real bad,” he says.  

After selling a few of his project builds, he 

searched high and low for the perfect convert-

ible and found this 1941 Chevy Cabriolet. “I 

bought it off a gentleman who got it back in the 

’80s as a gift for his dad. The gentleman’s dad 

spent 10 years restoring it back to its original 

condition.” Since taking ownership of it, Gee has 

added multiple accessories, whitewalls, and 

also restored and rechromed many of the parts, 

but he’s far from done. 

As with most projects, the list of things 

to do never ends, and on his current list is to 

install a Spinner “Fat Man” steering wheel, 

fog lights, Town & Country horn, air suspen-

sion, and a few other things that he’s keeping 

secret. It’s stories like this that truly tell the 

tale about the power and influence of lowrid-

ing. Regardless of where you live or what you 

fancy, there’s no denying that lowriding is a 

tradition that will forever be passed from one 

generation to the next. �Q
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DeAquellas OC
By Beto Mendoza

25th

Anniversary
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Free catalog with Order • 1-877-735-0582  • www.streetrodhq.com • 800,000+ parts in stock!

COMPLETE TAIL LIGHT ASSEMBLIES
Chevy Car . . . . . . . . . 37–54 . . . . . . . . . . . $38.25–$125
Chevy Truck  . . . . . . . 37–54 . . . . . . . . . . . $46–$48.25

Ford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38–39 . . . . . . . . . . . $25.50–$115
Plymouth . . . . . . . . . 46–48 . . . . . . . . . . . $115
Pontiac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39–$45
Universal  . . . . . . . . . Oval by Lokar . . . . . $361.50 pr
Ford Truck . . . . . . . . . 53–56 . . . . . . . . . . . $33.25–56

FLUSH MOUNT LENSES

Single, double, oval, teardrop, bowtie  or angled slots*. Amber or Red. • 2-3/4" – 12".  $50–$70 set.

*Must also purchase separate LED  light boxes. • $145– $275

FLUSH MOUNT LENS PANEL KITS

7.5" or 16" • $161.75–$325 pr.

Or use with Surface Mount Bezel 7.5" or 16" • $50–$60 ea.

LIGHT YOUR WORLD

“Thank you for the excellent service.” 
Best regards, Jeff Bourdon

HALOGEN HEADLIGHTS

with reflector • $127.50–$131.75

with LED Ring • $80

with LED Turn Signals • $25–$40

LED 3RD BRAKE LIGHTS

Universal • $50

Oval Billet Aluminum • $50 

Plymouth 46–48 • $199

Pedestal w/ Turn Signals • $160–$190

Pedestal Mount • $21

Flush Mount • $50–$145

FORD

UNIVERSAL

PONTIACPLYMOUTH 46–48

**SEE NEW WEBSITE WITH 

DOWNLOADABLE CATALOGS**

BRAND 

NEW!!!

2x brighter than halogen! • 

Plug-and-Play. • DOT & Energy 

Star Approved. Anti-glare design 

with great light pattern output. 

• 30,000+ hours life span. • 

Excellent heat dissipation.

 • For most models  

Single Beam • $95 

High/Low Beam • $99

LED HEADLIGHT BULBS

CONVERT  

TO HID

Xenon HID Headlamp 

Conversion Kits
Unbelievably brighter/whiter 

illumination • 3 times better 

night vision • Plug-and play • 35% less power 

consumption •  2,000+ hours of life 

Low Beam • $100 • High/Low Beam • $165

ALSO IN 

STOCK: Tail 

Light Lenses, 

Bulbs,

Wiring 

Assemblies, 

Interior 

Lights, 

Headlights, 

ETC.!!
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Little Larry's FOURPLAY

800-299-7773
www.littlelarrys.net
jay@littlelarrys.net
littlelarrys@hotmail.com

Gage ports

Control ports

Supply

It's that easy.

Exhuast

Gageports1/8"NPTAll otherports
3/8"NPT- Internal portswill handle
1/2"air lines for fastmovement

CNC machined aluminum billet that's black
anodized for increased durability. Compact
design. Faceplate dimensions 3" X 6".

Connect 1 supply line
and 4 control lines for a
working system

Manual Air Valve does more
than electric valves for less money

$259.99

Move the lever a
little to move slow
Move the lever
a lot to move fast
up or down

FBSS or
one at a time

Air supply manifold built in
makes it plug & play



B
orn in 1977, Robert Reyes is a proud 

member of the GoodTimes Car Club, So 

Cal chapter. He is also just as proud of 

his elegant ’77 Cadillac Coupe DeVille. Robert 

tells us that his dad always had a nice choice 

of cars when he was growing up and that 

most of them were Cadillacs.

So he has a certain taste for Cads, espe-

cially the ’77-’79s because of the roof and 

quarter side window designs on those years. 

When Robert acquired this luxury ride in its 

early stages, it was all white. He started by 

chroming the undercarriage and striping the 

body with leafing. It was in 2010 when he 

displayed his Coupe at the Lowrider Vegas 

show and placed first for the Street category. 

It was a learning experience, as he witnessed 

the level of quality and detail in the upper-

caliber vehicles on 20x 20 displays. He knew 

that even though his ride was a winner he 

needed to step it up a few notches to get seri-

ous in the competition. 

Robert wanted more than just chrome and 

leafing, so he tore the car back down within a 

year and stepped up his game in competition. 

He made the decision that when rebuilding 

his Cad to turn it into something more cus-

tom, but also elegant, while also taking the 

build to the limit where he could still drive 

and enjoy cruising wherever he wanted in 

comfort. With a wife who has red hair, natu-

rally his color of choice for the Caddy was 

Candy Brandywine. He also asked his brother 

BRANDY  
AND SEVEN

An Elegant GoodTimes Coupe
By Joe Ray

Photography By Beto Mendoza
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MODEL

Nikki Delano



Dre to perform the art of spraying the special 

color on his ride over at Area 51 Kustoms in 

Bellflower, California. 

There is something about long luxury-

model cars and deep dark candy red colors 

that bring out some amazing aesthetics. 

When it came to deciding the interior design 

and colors to complement the brandy-colored 

exterior, a walnut leather was selected to 

wrap with the D’ Elegance style of attached 

pillows on the seats. This is only the begin-

ning for this young truck driver who loves 

competition and knows the responsibility to 

support his hobby of lowriding. He has the 

encouragement of his family as they come 

first and when he needs to lean on anyone 

else. He also has Oso from the Artistics and 

D’Mack from the Majestics as mentors. But 

he claims that he’d be nowhere without his 

family of friends who are always there for 

each other. That special group of men are the 

tight-knit chapter of GoodTimes! 

Robert’s accomplishments so far are the 

fact that his mother and sister come out to 

help and also support the efforts he puts 

forth in his club and car that set him on the 

right path. That path that will continue as 

he builds his next ride, taking a few more 

steps to raise the and set the standards as he 

enjoys the friendly competition at shows and 

on the streets. Keep it coming Robert, this is 

what it’s all about man. �Q
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TECH SPECS 

Vehicle Year/Make/Model: 1977 Cadil-

lac Coupe DeVille

Vehicle Nickname: Seven on Seven

Owner: Robert Reyes

City/State: Lancaster, CA

Club: GoodTimes, So Cal chaper

Engine: Chromed GM 350 with CFR pulleys, 

MSG ignition, and ABS brakes/booster

Body/Paint: House of Kolor Brandywine by 

Dre at Area 51 Customs

Suspension: Chromed undercarriage, How 

High Hydraulics, reinforced/boxed frame, 

extended rear trailing arms, Kool Aid blocks, 

Delta dumps

Interior: Walnut leather and pillow design by 

Upholstery Service of North Hills, CA

Sound System: Pioneer unit with JL amps, 

speakers, and woofers

Wheels/Tires: 13-inch Zenith wires / 

Firestone radials



PRESENTS

ORIGINAL
IMAGINATIVE, EC C QUE, DISTINCTIVE, MASTER
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B
orn and raised in San Jose, John “John 

John” Ponce is a living, breathing 

testament to the dedication found in 

lowrider culture. Currently the president of 

Low Conspiracy Car Club, John John has seen 

many things during his time in lowriding, 

including the culture’s growth, and while 

that has certainly been a blessing, he’s also 

survived the culture’s tougher times as well. 

“There was a time when people really 

thought lowriding was on the brink of death. 

Like, when the mini-trucks came; I knew 

they’d have their time, but I knew they 

weren’t gonna be here for as long as lowrid-

ing culture. I knew that for a fact,” he says. 

John John’s conviction stems from the fact 

that his roots are so deeply embedded within 

the culture; he simply knows no other way 

of life. “Before I ever got my plaque, I got my 

Low Conspiracy Car Club jacket. It was em-

broidered by hand by a woman named Mrs. 

Brown, and I still have that jacket today,” he 

says. “I’ll break it out every once in a while, 

but my kids are like, ‘Dad, the sleeves come 

up to your elbows!’ I don’t care. I’m still a big 

kid at heart!” His enthusiasm is genuine, 

and it probably stems from the fact that the 

jacket he’s referring to was given to him 

in 1982 — over three decades ago, yet this 

veteran remembers the proud moment like it 

was yesterday.

To know the history of Low Conspiracy 

Car Club is almost to know the history of LOW-
RIDER Magazine itself. During the magazine’s 

formative years, its ties to San Jose were 

strong, thanks to the efforts of El Larry 

and Sonny Madrid who began the publica-

tion within the same area, which would 

ultimately breed the club that would define 

Ponce’s lowrider experience. “Sometimes, I 

take my kids and drive by the old LOWRIDER 

office that was here during the days of El 

Larry and Sonny Madrid. In many ways, the 

culture is just all part of my DNA and what it 

was like growing up around here,” explains 

John John. 

Industry staple Zenith Wire Wheels is also 

located in nearby Campbell, and Heller Park in 

San Jose is not only the site where Low Con-

spiracy holds its annual picnic, it’s also the 

site where the first ever issue of LOWRIDER 

Magazine was shot. Mutual history aside, the 

famed intersection of Story and King Bou-

levards also holds many a fond memory for 

this lifelong lowrider. “We’d cruise Story and 

King every weekend and face the San Jose PD 

like it was routine. I remember getting tickets 

every weekend,” jokes John John. “I can’t even 

tell you how many times I had to take the 

Zeniths and 5.20s off my car every week to 

get the fix-it ticket signed off, only to just put 

’em right back on and hit the streets!”

Before he hit the streets as an official 

cruiser, John John Ponce was raised on a 

steady diet of lowrider culture. “Going to the 

Santa Clara County Fairgrounds in ’78 and ’79 

to attend the lowrider car shows was crazy,” 

he recalls. “I was in awe seeing all the lowrid-

ers that were built in San Jose. These were 

the early days, and I remember a green Rivi 

owned by Steve Miller that had a big follow-

ing for his club called First Impressions. There 

was also a bomb-centric club called Chicanos 

Pride. This was maybe ’73 or ’74, and seeing 

all of this had me hooked.” 

To further fan the flames of John John’s 

Lowrider passion, his soon-to-be uncle, 

Jose Paixao, took him to his first show in a 

lowrider. “It was around 1980, and we went 

to Union City Car show in his beautiful ’76 

Cutlass with Premium Sportways and Ze-

niths. I knew from that moment on that this 

is what I wanted to do for the rest of my life,” 

John explains sincerely. “The switches, the 

culture; all the other cars clubs from the East 

Bay and San Jose. Zapco stereos with the 18-

band keyboard EQ? I remember all of that!” 

By 1982, John John had his license and he 

attended a Low Conspiracy meeting thanks 

to the same uncle who took him to the Union 

City show. “I got introduced to a couple of 

guys, like Jose Martinez, and his brother, and 

I hung around and kept in the loop with the 

guys. I finally got my first car, a 1976 Regal 

that my mom gave me and I took it to a Low 

Conspiracy meeting and of course I got the 

red flag real quick! I was only 16 and going to 

high school, working at a body shop for like 

$150 bucks a week, but I was determined to 

meet the club’s guidelines. 

“By ’83, my Regal had Zeniths and it was 

lifted in the back, but I had to get the front 

lifted before I could fly a plaque. I had it 

striped by Bob Heinrichs at Heinrichs Auto 

Body and about nine months later, I got the 

front lifted, and I was plaqued-down by 

about mid 1983,” explains John John. “I was so 

proud to have my car plaqued-out in my high 

school yearbook.”

While the Regal was his stepping-stone, 

it would be a ’79 Bonneville that became 

John John Ponce’s claim to lowrider fame. “I 

remember driving Jose Martinez’ Bonnev-

ille to the Carnales Unidos show in 1985. 

We took around 20 cars that day, but I 

was driving Jose’s as he had been dealing 

with a divorce that was a tough situation. 

I matured a lot during that time watching 

him deal with that and also growing myself, 

being 18 at the time. It was a tough year, 

but I think Jose knew who I was as a person 

and saw that I was in it for the long haul. 

When it came time to pass the keys to me, 

he didn’t hesitate.” The car would later go on 

to become known as “The Madd Engraver,” 

Ponce’s signature ride, which took home 

many a lowrider title at shows — leaving the 

competition in its wake. 

John’s early maturity propelled him to 

the forefront of the club before long, a far 

cry from the times when he and Carlos Lima 

were nearly a generation behind the found-

ing members. “As long as we kept up with the 

rules and regulations they were cool with 

us,” recalls John John. “It was such a helpful 

atmosphere, guys helping other guys to build 

and get what they needed for each other’s 

cars. We wanted to do it all.” 

A trip to the Lifestyle CC show at the L.A. 

Sports Arena only furthered John’s desire 

to place his club among the culture’s elite. 

“There was like 20,000 people there, and 

we decided to make the trip down to the 

Coliseum show in ’88,” he explains. “We took 

five cars, trailered four, and drove one, and it 

was a last hurrah for one of our guys, Rene 

Montez. He said, ‘I’m gonna drive my car to 

the show on stocks, I’ll put my Zeniths on 

when I get there, and after this I’m closing 

Lowrider Image 
Low Conspiracy Car Club President John “John John” 
Ponce Keeps Lowriding in his Heart While Putting San 
Jose on the Map
By Joe Ray 

Photography by Beto Mendoza





86     Lowridermagazine.com

FOR MORE OF THIS LOWRIDER FEATURE, CRUISE ON 

OVER TO www.lowridermagazine.com

the book on competing and showing with the 

club.’ He ended up placing, and I remember 

Mando from Klique really admiring Rene’s 

1970 Impala called ‘Obsession.’ He drove it all 

the way there and drove it all the way home, 

and you’d swear it was a trailer queen given 

the shape it was in.” 

The impact of being the only club at the 

show from San Jose, and all three of them 

winning the sweepstakes was not lost on 

John John. “It was a touching moment, despite 

the turmoil the club was in at the time.” Low 

Conspiracy had lost nearly half of its mem-

bers during ’86-’87, and yet John’s resolve 

remained undeterred. “I really have to credit 

Sergio Martinez for being my right-hand man 

and rolling with me then, and also Miguel Mal-

donado with his ’64 holding the club together 

and representing. We had a great time, and to 

us, whether there was one, three, or 60 mem-

bers, it didn’t matter. It was a fun time.” 

That resolve stayed with John John over 

the subsequent years. He was there at the 

RG Canning shows, displaying his ride on the 

40-yard line at the Rose Bowl. He was there 

at the ISCA shows in Nor Cal competing with 

the hot rods. He was everywhere, and given 

his tenure in the club and his determination, 

he was the logical choice to take over the 

club’s reins in 1991. “I felt out of place calling 

the shots, but a lot of the guys wanted to 

run things through me,” he says. “I still made 

sure that we always voted on everything as 

a club. To this day, the hardest thing for me 

as a president to do is to tell the prospective 

members our strict design guidelines and let-

ting them know that I’m not coming out of my 

pocket to get them there [laughs]. 

“We’re not your ordinary car club; we do 

things a bit differently and I don’t know if 

that’s a turnoff for some people who want to 

check it out, but that’s just how we are. I’ve 

gotta be true to myself and remain true to 

the club’s roots and goals. If I start to bend 

for some people, then I feel like I’m not being 

true and I don’t want to do that. The club still 

prides itself on having a lot of clean street 

cars and sticking to our guns,” John says. 

Over the years, Low Conspiracy had 

a number of memorable cars, like “Disco 

Nights,” “Night Fire,” “DeathDealer,” “PrideN-

Joy,” “Slamn78,” and “Obsentatease.” With 

time comes change, and John John recently 

attended a fallen member’s funeral service. 

“We lost an original member this year which 

was tough, and shaking his dad’s and broth-

er’s hands at the funeral was pretty moving. I 

let them know who I was and that the car club 

is very much alive and I got the most gratify-

ing smile that I’ll never forget.”

John John has transferred the same 

pride he has in his club to his own business, 

Touch of Class Auto Detail and Upholstery in 

Campbell, California. “I’ve had the shop for the 

past 10 years,” he says with a smile. At the 

shop, Ponce caters a wide variety of clients, 

ranging from soccer moms to Lowriders to 

NASCAR drivers like Kasey Kahne’s World of 

Outlaws team and Brent Kaeding’s Kaeding 

Performance team. 

“It’s fun to service such a wide variety of 

clients,” explains John John. “It’s long hours 

and a lot of work, but beyond the car scene, 

my mom and dad praise me, my sister praises 

me, my kids, too, and I know I got that work 

ethic from lowriding. I thought I’d seen it 

all until I got asked to detail a helicopter 

[laughs].” Of course, all of those clients are 

in good hands, considering their projects are 

overseen by the legendary lowrider who once 

dropped $4,500 on engraving just for his rims 

alone!

While the car that wore those rims, “The 

Madd Engraver,” is known as John’s signature 

ride, it cannot do justice in defining him or his 

experiences within the culture. It is because 

of his genuine appreciation for lowriding and 

the relationships he has built over the years 

that he takes his job as Low Conspiracy presi-

dent so seriously. “I definitely feel a certain 

responsibility to uphold certain traditions 

to our younger guys while still letting them 

create their own identities,” he says. “It can be 

tough. I also have a hard time relating to some 

of the older guys within different scenes who 

say they were part of the San Jose movement 

back then and I know who was around and 

who wasn’t. Maybe survivor isn’t the right 

word, but I’ve lived it, dreamed it, done it to 

the fullest, and my roots are here forever,” 

says the proud owner of a cherry 1960 

Chevrolet Impala “Hot Rod 60” — a car that has 

become his most recent calling card. 

While the Impala holds his current interest, 

don’t even bother asking him if “The Madd En-

graver” is for sale. “Sell it?! After all the sweat, 

tears, cold beers, and bloody knuckles? I’m 

not selling it, no way,” he says emphatically. 

While the ’79 Bonneville has been retired for 

seven years, John John still finds the time to 

see it every other day, have conversations 

with it, and in time, it’s safe to say that you 

might see it back out again someday. “With 

me, it’s not even about the money or people 

trying to pay me to bring it out; I’m just not 

ready to bring it back out. When I’m ready, I’m 

ready, but right now the ’60 is me. My middle 

son is in love with it now, and he swears it will 

be his one day, and he’s only 13 [laughs]. My 

oldest son, John John, is more into the lifted 

trucks and chrome shocks style, and I love 

that he loves that style. It’s fun that the kids 

have different tastes; I never force lowriding 

onto them.” 

John John’s years alone are not what makes 

him a lowrider original, it is his outlook on the 

culture and the relationships he’s fostered 

that transcend the years of work he’s put 

in. “We’re all in this together and it’s pretty 

neat to connect with other people who have 

their own stories and references from their 

standpoint in the culture and what they’ve 

seen, and I know that I’m not the only one 

who feels that way. At some point, you have 

to put the competition aside and be a facilita-

tor or a leader to others. Just because we are 

from different clubs it doesn’t mean we have 

to be enemies. Deep down, we are all one and 

the same,” he says. 

John means it, too, and thanks to help 

from his uncle Jose Paixao, his mentor Jose 

Martinez, his ride-or-die ace, Sergio Martinez, 

and his compa, Wacha, his love for lowriding 

will only continue to bloom. “I will be building 

one more car for the club, I think there’s one 

more in me,” confesses the lifelong lowrider. 

“If I had one more goal within the culture it 

would be to close the chapter on my lowrider 

history in the Hall of Fame. If I can do enough 

to earn my way into the Hall of Fame, it would 

be the highest honor, but regardless, it’s just 

been so much fun. One day, I’m gonna leave 

all this, but it’ll never leave me.” Spoken like a 

true original. Q
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Driveshafts That Make a  
Difference

SOURCE: 

Inland Empire Driveline 

(909) 390-3030 

www.iedls.com

W
hen it comes to producing the maximum 

torque from your engine’s performance, 

you need the right drive! Inland Empire 

Driveline produces in-house aluminum, carbon-fiber, 

and steel driveshafts that will reduce power loss and 

run smoother than mass-produced, aging original 

driveshafts. 

Quite often, this is a part of the build that is 

overlooked and underestimated. Most people do not 

realize the importance of a quality driveshaft. A poor 

driveshaft can cause loss of power to your ride and 

even cause your car to shake from vibration, which 

can ultimately loosen bolts in your undercarriage 

and, at some point, even crack your windshield!

For more than three decades in the industry, 

they have been a proven driveline manufacturer in 

the racing field, off-road, and motorhome industry 

along with commercial and street rod builders too. 

The one and only “Lowrider World” is also covered by 

Inland Empire Driveline, as they have a 1958-1964 

Chevrolet Impala driveline application that will also 

fit anything with an “X” frame, like the popular El 

Camino too. 

Inland Empire has an all-new, exclusively balanced 

rear shaft section featuring a telescoping rear shaft 

to absorb axial motion caused by rear suspension 

movement. It also comes with the 7075-T6 aluminum 

bearing support. These driveshafts are also perfect 

for “big-block” powered cruisers, pro-street, air sus-

pension, and hydraulic-equipped cars and trucks. 

LOWRIDER Magazine paid a special visit to the 

famous driveshaft manufacturers’ facility in Ontario, 

California, and they in turn built us a 502 kit (’58-’64) 

while we visited with them. Now follow along with 

our tour, as the pros at Inland Empire show us step by 

step how they brought the original design up to date 

using different and reliable materials. Q 01

02 03
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1. While visiting Inland Empire Driveline 

we noticed a typically used and worn out 

driveshaft from a ’64 Impala.

2. Here are the main components that 

complete the driveshaft 502 kit. 

3. Here we compare the original bearing 

support to Inland’s “Super Strength” Bearing 

Support. The 7075-T6 unit is constructed of 

aluminum and polyurethane, not like the old 

stamped sheetmetal unit.

4. This Forged Stub is CNC machined and 

manufactured only by Inland to keep close 

tolerances that are also heat treated to OEM 

specifications.

5. Sergio at Inland Empire presses on the 

U-joints to begin the assembly. 

6. We are all set to put this driveline 

together as the yoke, U-joints, forged stub, 

telescoping rear shaft section, and the 

aluminum bearing mount are in place for 

assembly. 

7. The larger diameter tube is measured 

and marked. 



TUNE-UP IN 

A BOTTLE
In this month’s Lucas 

Tech Tip, we introduce 

its Complete Fuel Treat-

ment in a bottle. This 

special product is an 

upper cylinder lubricant 

and injector cleaner. 

Lucas Fuel Treatment 

complies with the fed-

eral ultra-low sulfur 

content requirements 

for use in diesel motor 

vehicles, locomotive, 

off-road, and marine 

diesel engines.

It’s a powerful blend 

of oils and additives 

that contain NO SOL-

VENTS and designed 

to increase power and 

fuel mileage, and also 

lower exhaust emis-

sions through a more 

complete combustion 

process.

Lucas Fuel Treatment is formulated 

for both gasoline and diesel engines, 

carbureted or fuel injected. It gives 

your fuel system what it really needs: 

a blend of super-slick oils and additives 

with a high detergent action that 

allows the engine to operate at maxi-

mum efficiency. It cleans and lubricates 

the carburetor and injectors and 

increases power, while reducing fuel 

consumption. Lucas Fuel Treatment 

should definitely be used in vehicles 

that require leaded fuel because it 

actually replaces the benefits of lead 

in gasoline without causing harmful 

emissions.

KEY BENEFITS:
* A great tune-up in a bottle

* Cleans and lubricates the fuel system

* Increases power and miles per gallon 

by burning excess exhaust emissions

* Increases the life of pumps and 

injectors

Directions:

Pour Lucas Fuel Treatment directly 

into fuel tank.  Recommended dosage 

is 2-3 ounces of Fuel Treatment per 10 

gallons of fuel.  Exceeding the recom-

mended dosage is not harmful to your 

vehicle.
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8. The tube is now cut to size.

9. The tubes are then deburred and squared 

off.

10. Time to assemble the tubes and 

components.

11. The tube U-joint and trans yoke 

are compressed together with the right 

machine.

12. A gauge is placed on to make sure that 

everything in the driveline assembly is 

straight.

13.The tube is then welded after fitment.

14. The welds are then cooled down with 

water.

15. The driveline is now completed and 

compressed together by Salvador.

16. Sal welds the other tube end together 

and also cools it down.

17. The 502 ’58-’64 kit is now placed on a 

machine that turns the complete shaft at 

high speed to check for balancing.

18. Weights are welded to each section 

once the correct balance spots are found on 

the tubes.

19. After the assembly, the driveshaft 

is run once more, while Salvador runs an 

emery cloth over it to clean up the entire 

drive’s components.

20. The veteran crew Sergio, Salvador, 

and Jeff, take a break for a pic as they stand 

proudly behind their many manufactured 

and assembled products. 

21. No comparison here as we put the old 

up against the reliably new one designed 

for telescoping hydraulic action by Inland 

Empire Driveline.

22. If you have an X frame, or a ’58-’64 

Chevy, call to see how they can improve 

your performance drive.

20

22

21

Prices subject to change without notice. Please note that kits and prices may vary between certain applications.

290 PAGE CATALOG 
AVAILABLE NOW!

CLASSIC PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS, INC.
378 E. Orangethorpe Avenue | Placentia, CA 92870
www.classicperform.com

STEERING COLUMNS &
ACCESSORIES

COMPLETE
FRONT & REAR 
DISC BRAKE 
SYSTEM

POWER STEERING PUMPS, 
RESERVOIRS & BRACKETS

Brackets - starting at $49/ea
Reservoirs - starting at  $39/ea

Pumps - starting at  $159/ea
Pulleys - starting at  $39/ea

POWER STEERING UPGRADE KIT                   
Other applications available.

POWER 
BRAKE BOOSTERS

Chrome Booster Combos - starting at  $399/kit  

Master Cylinders & Prop Valve - starting at  $139/kit

MANY STYLES TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

starting at $499/kit  

NEW!

starting at 
$1959/kit

Tune up your
chassis with some of
our best
upgrades for
a great price! This
package teams up all the
pieces need to convert your ride. 

This true bolt-on system 
with everything shown, 
will drastically improve 
braking over factory drum 
applications.

starting at 
$39/kit

starting at $289/kit

starting at $199/kit

CHROME FLAT TOP, MCPV1™ & 
WILWOOD MASTER CYLINDERS
We have master cylinders to fit all your 
needs and all popular applications.

starting at  
$119/ea

SOLD SEPARATELY 
OR AS AN UPGRADE

Adjusting 
tilt columns 
in chrome and black 
finishes. Key columns 
also available. 

Fine tune engine placement for optimal 
clearance and fit with these kits. Includes 
POLYPLUS™ mounts. starting at  $129/kit

LS ENGINE 
MOUNT 
KITS

COMPLETE KITS 
ALSO AVAILABLE

866-593-2631
(714) 522-2000

Fax: (714) 522-2500

HYDRASTOP™ 
BRAKE BOOSTERS

Basic Kit - starting at $389/kit

Comes complete with master cylinder and 
hose kit. Show-Stopper and Street Beast 
kits now available for many applications.

BASIC KIT

NEW!

NEW!

SHOW 
STOPPER

Complete Kit - starting at  
$1199/kit

COMPLETE 
PERFORMANCE 
PACKAGES

CURRIE CRATE REAR ENDS

starting at  $1099/ea

A full line of new ready-built rearends are 
available with the same high-quality parts 
used in Currie custom-built rearends, but at 
“off-the-shelf” prices.

HEAVY DUTY 31 
SPLINE AXLES

Tank Kits - starting at  $229/ea    

ORIGINAL STYLE EFI FUEL TANK 
KITS & SENDING UNITS      

Sending 
Units only 
- starting at 
$49/ea

BIG BRAKE WHEEL KIT 
Designed around our 2" drop spindles or 
original drum spindle. starting at $799/kit

REQUIRES A MINIMUM 17” WHEELS

1958-64 CHEVY 
SHOWN

STREET BEAST
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1. The Painless wiring kit 

was ready for installation.

2. The job started with 

removing the old wiring 

that originally came with 

the car.

3. The 18-circuit harness 

was ready to be installed.

4. Randy started off by 

reading the printing on the 

wiring.

5. This wiring was long 

enough to reach the rear 

taillights and so it only 

needed to be routed.

6. Since everything is as-

sembled into the fuse box, you need to remove it 

from the harness at the fuse box. 

7. The light harness was taped up and routed to 

the headlights and engine compartment.

8. The detailed fuse box was mounted to the 

car, and as you can see, every major component 

has its own fuse. If there is to be any problem, 

troubleshooting will make it easier to work with.

9. Other advantages of this kit include the 

emergency flasher relay that’s incorporated into 

the harness.
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10. The rear taillights and electric fuel pump 

wiring was routed through the factory harness 

protectors. 

11. Randy connected the wiring on the chrome 

ididit tilt steering column. 

12. We used a single wire to access the alterna-

tor to keep our Optima battery charged. 

13. With all of the wiring that was routed to the 

rear of the car, the Aeromotive fuel pump was 

connected. This Universal EFI fuel pump was 

designed to keep your injection running without 

any starvation. 
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14. The rear taillight harness was connected 

where it ends at the factory plugs that route 

into the bumper. 

15. We didn’t stop there either, as the taillights 

were also going to be upgraded.

16. The new Dakota LED taillights are easy to 

install too, and all you have to do is replace the 

bulb with this efficient LED panel.

17. These new LEDs are bright and modern 

looking as well as very visible when applying 

the brakes.

18. With the factory cluster out of the car it 

made it easy for the digital gauges to be added 

to the cluster.

19. After plugging the cluster into the Dakota 

digital brain, it was ready to read out all of the 

digital outputs.

19

As you can see, this harness install was 

truly a painless experience. Installing just 

one Painless chassis harness into your own 

classic and you will be a customer for life. 

When it comes to the safety of your vehi-

cle’s electrical system, cutting corners when 

it comes to the wiring system is just not a 

good idea. With nearly a quarter century of 

experience and a quarter-million harnesses 

on the road, Painless is the sensible solution 

to your automotive wiring needs.

You’ll appreciate how they take the time 

to properly group each wire in sections, so 

that instead of routing 80 or 100 individual 

wires, you route entire sections of the ve-

hicle at one time, drastically reducing the 

amount of time it takes to install a harness 

and virtually eliminating routing errors just 

like in this classic Chevy install. 

You deserve the assurance that after 

installing a harness it’s going to work; that 

when you turn on the headlights, they 

shine; that the blinkers blink, and that the 

engine starts.

That’s why they say with Painless , half 

the work is done for you, and so it was for 

this wire harness tech install.

What’s Your Passion? 
Check Out the One-Stop Hub for Everything Enthusiast

Visit: simappstore.com
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R
ichie Chavez of Fresno, California, 

made a road trip down to Pomona 

for the famous Pomona Swap Meet. 

“I was just walking around in miles of aisles 

looking for car parts when I came upon this 

1936 Sky King replica. It was black and it was 

already put together.” He bought it right 

there for $200 for his son Abraham who was 

following him up and down the miles rows at 

the swap meet that same day.

Richie took home the trike only to take 

it apart and shoot the base. He then took it 

to his friend Anthony Alaniz from Parlier, 

California, to have it painted. Anthony ended 

up donating some of his leftover tangerine 

candy paint from a different paint project. 

Skip from Kingsburg, California, just hap-

pened to be there and liked the project so 

much that he donated his time by striping 

and leafing it for free. 

From that point, Richie took the custom-

painted bike over to Alberto Herrera out of 

Visalia, California, to get some mural work 

done. Fortunately for Richie, Alberto was in 

need of some work in his garage so he was 

able to do some trade work. “I wanted to go 

with a Chicano type of a mural theme but for 

kids, so I decided to go with the characters 

Speedy Gonzales and Slowpoke Rodriguez as 

part of the theme. I threw them a curveball 

with Slowpoke because only the older gen-

eration recognizes and knows who Slowpoke 

is, not the new generation.”

“The trike was built to be a roller for my 

son and he rode it everywhere, and even 

though my son grew out of it, I still take it to 

shows and put it out there on display. Now, 

I also let other people’s kids go for a ride and 

have fun with it too.”�Q

EL TRAVIESO
Speedy Gonzales and Slowpoke Rodriguez Ride the Sky King

By Beto Mendoza
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I
f you ever wondered if pursuing your 

passion could result in a career, here is 

living proof. Cesar Lozano of Collector’s 

Choice has been a collector of all things popu-

lar ever since he could remember. His collec-

tion of sports cards, action-figures, toys, and 

all other trending child accessories began 

at an early age, eventually carrying over 

into his adult life. Nowadays, Cesar owns his 

own business, a place where he sells his own 

collectibles to those who share the same 

passion he does. This distribution goldmine is 

known as Collector’s Choice.

As a young adult, Cesar’s days were spent 

going to school and attending a training 

program in the field of engineering. Upon 

completing high school, he had already 

spent ample time on the final assembly line, 

building F-18 Jets for the Navy. Eventually 

graduating from Northrup University in 

Inglewood, Cesar began thinking about his 

future since the company he worked for was 

known for hiring younger prospects and let-

ting the older people go. “I figured that’s me 

in the future, so I said, ‘You know what? I love 

toys. I love what I’m doing. I’m gonna start 

selling my stuff. Just in Hot Wheels itself, 

I’ve got over 80,000 in my own personal 

collection.’”

Dating back to 1993, Cesar began pursuing 

his dream nearly 21 years ago with only 

$500 at an outside swap meet in Santa Fe 

Springs, California. It was there that he truly 

mastered the art of supply and demand. 

Adapting to what items were hot at the time, 

Cesar’s business began to grow tremen-

dously. Popular items he sold throughout the 

years included Pogs, Yo-Yos, Razor Scooters, 

RC cars, Homies toys, and Pokémon cards. 

However, according to Cesar, his first big sell-

ers were the Power Ranger action figures, 

specifically the pink one. Using his own fam-

ily to help out with finding the rarest popular 

items, Cesar would often drop his nephews 

off at different retail stores just as the doors 

were opening. There he asked his helpers to 

find the hottest items and hold onto them 

until he returned to buy them. “I used to go in 

and find the pink Power Rangers. You’d buy 

it in the store for $20, but you could sell it 

that same weekend at the swap meet for $50 

because you couldn’t find it at the stores, so 

people would pay you that extra money for 

that figure.”

Actively pursuing these rare collectibles, 

Cesar recalls that his biggest “come-up” took 

place in the early ’90s at a thrift shop in 

South Gate, California. As he walked inside 

the shop, he noticed a tray of toy cars sitting 

on top of the counter being sold for 50 cents 

each. Upon further inspection, he noticed 

the cars were all part of Hot Wheel’s Redline 

series, making them more valuable. Long 

story short, he spent about $20 for $7,000 

worth of collectibles! Another turning point 

in Cesar’s pursuit to build an empire was 

when he met a man who began selling him 

collectibles at wholesale price. It was then 

that the idea for Collector’s Choice really 

started to become a reality. Soon enough, 

the business constantly began upgrading to 

bigger warehouses in order to hold all of his 

products.

Nowadays, Cesar’s business has finally 

reached the point where he no longer has 

to attend a show or swap meet every 

weekend to make money. Collector’s Choice 

has now grown into a huge toy distribution 

warehouse, hosting customers worldwide 

from local distributors to clients in Mexico, 

Argentina, Brazil, Russia, and the U.S. 

Throughout the years, Collector’s Choice has 

also become a key source for some of today’s 

biggest companies including Mattel, Revell, 

Jada, Maisto, Funko, NECA, McFarlane, NKOK, 

and other major brands. With his continued 

success, Cesar’s focus has now shifted from 

working virtually every show he could 

attend to only presenting his products at 

lowrider shows and well-known events like 

the ever-growing Comic Con. 

For Cesar, this enthusiasm for his craft 

still continues to pick up steam and blossom 

into new ideas. Today we bring to you his lat-

est creation … the Lowrider Golo Man 9-inch 

vinyl figure. Staying consistent with how he 

has always approached his projects, Cesar 

remains focused on producing collectible 

figures that will remain in constant demand 

throughout the test of time. Having been 

in the toy industry for over 20 years, Cesar 

saw that vinyl has become a big trend within 

the last five years. Naturally, he jumped on 

the opportunity to come out with his own 

urban vinyl figure representing the Hispanic 

community. This exclusive toy was designed 

with the help of longtime partner, creator 

of the “Homies” series and co-owner of 

DGA clothing, David Gonzales, as well as Sid 

Richlin, owner of Super Rad Toys. “When I 

approached Dave to design the toy, he was 

excited to do it. He always felt he had a his-

tory with LOWRIDER magazine since he used 

to do the comic strips in ’79 and the early 

’80s,” says Cesar. Anthony Gonzales also 

contributed to the 3D digital scalping of the 

Golo Man.

So far, only two versions of the Lowrider 

Golo Man vinyl figures have been made. The 

detailed figures stand about 9 inches tall and 

feature one point of articulation. Available 

in two different colors, the original is seen 

wearing yellow, while the other wears gray 

and has been dubbed the 2013 Lowrider Su-

per Show limited edition. The exclusive gray 

figure is a rare collectible that has only 1,250 

figures made so make sure to get yours while 

you can at www.goloman.com!

This story goes to show that if you stay 

persistent and passionate about your hob-

bies, everything will eventually fall into 

place. Self-taught Cesar Lozano has become a 

master at capitalizing on supply and demand, 

making him more successful than he could 

ever imagine! We would like to thank Cesar 

and the rest of the crew at Collector’s Choice 

for their continued support of LRM and the 

lowrider lifestyle! �Q

A Collector’s 

Choice Words
Toy Developer and Businessman
By David Garcia

Photos By Beto Mendoza
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AN A/C SYSTEM THAT WILL 
FREEZE YOUR CLASSICS ASS OFF!

SERVICE PERFORMED IN THE

OFFICIAL TOOLS

www.eastwood.com

TECH CENTER

www.directlift.com

OFFICIAL AUTO LIFT

www.millerwelds.com

OFFICIAL WELDING EQUIPMENT

 RESTOMOD AIR  
 HIGH-PERFORMANCE  

 COOLING 
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866-586-1628

24/724/7

c l ass i c i ndus t r i e s . com

Shop  Our  
Products  

FREE CATALOG or CD ROMFREE CATALOG or CD ROM

Shop  Our  
Products  
OnlineOnline

America’s First Choice 
in Restoration and
Performance Parts
& Accessories

The only 
       Catalog
       you’ll need



www.classicinstruments.com
826 Moll Dr., Boyne City, MI 49712

1.800.701.6256

Manufacturer of 
the year 2012

HRIA Business 
of the Year 2012

1959 - 60 Chevy 
Impala Package

Ready to install package includes:

4 ǫ in. 0 - 140 MPH electronic speedometer with integrated turn signal & high beam indicators in face

2 ǩ in. electronic Fuel (0-30 ohms), Oil, Temp, & Volt gauges

Necessary trim rings, mounting hardware & sending units

Choice of 14 different series with or without tachometer

All American Tradition™ Series (part no. CH59AT65)

Dash housing not included

Chevy is a registered trademark ® of the General Motors Corporation



EVERYDAY $125

®

fb.com/lokarinc

Like us on Facebook!

© 2014 Lokar, Inc.

����������������t�XXX�MPLBS�DPN

Plain & Simple

Quality…
American

®

Anchor-Tight   Locking 

Flexible Engine 

& Trans Dipsticks

Pat. No. 

7,546,693

 Pat. No. 

7,779,555

Drive-By-Wire

Electronic Throttle 

Control Pedal 

Assembly

®



Super foaming power
lifts ground-in dirt 
off tough-to-clean 
surfaces. Messes, 
you’ve messed with 
the wrong can.

r 

tuff-stuff.com

GET TOUGH

America’s No. 1 selling multi-purpose   
cleaner for auto carpet & upholstery

©2014 The Armor All/STP Products Company N
I-

24
08

6

REACH
THE MOST
ENTHUSIASTS IN 
YOUR MARKETPLACE!

FOR ADVERTISING 

OPPORTUNITIES IN

CALL 1-866-474-0011



630-957-4019

powermasterperformance.com

These look just like the
generators your classic
cars came with, but
they’re powerful modern
alternators.

Alternators
Starters & 

Powergens
Get The Correct Vintage

Look and Modern Performance

Alternators
Starters & 

Powergens

Looking for a personalized gift 

for almost any occasion?

��JeadVY�ndjg�dlc�e]didh�

��9Zh^\c�\gZVi�eZghdcVa^oZY�XdkZgh

��DgYZg�eg^cih�id�h]VgZ�dg�\^kZ�Vh�\^[ih

Create your own magazine cover and be a star.

www.myowncover.com

Get Coupon and

/ InvisibleGlass
SAVESAVE

InvisibleGlass.comInvisibleGlass.com
Find America’s #1 selling

auto glass cleaner at
Find America’s #1 selling

auto glass cleaner at

Makes Glass Invisible!
Leaves no streaks, smears or haze on windows and mirrors

Available TPS kit allows 
use with 4L60 & 4L80 
transmissions

STARTING AT 

$329.95!
Integrated 700R4/200R4 
transmission kickdown cable mounting 
location for proper shifts

X Fits most aftermarket spread/square bore intake 
manifolds without adapter!

X Introduces innovative ‘Goggle Valve’ –– a secondary 
throttle plate that delivers over twice the air flow of the 
primary bores unleashing power you can hear and feel!

X Integrates Triple-Stack™ boosters with 1-3/8in primary 
throttle bores that deliver superb throttle response, 
drivability & fuel economy!

XRUN READY™  625 cfm street performance 
carburetor with clean looks!

270-901-3346 | demoncarbs.com



112     Lowridermagazine.com

CPP’S NEW HYDRASTOP  

HYDRAULIC BRAKE  

BOOSTERS NOW AVAILABLE

Classic Performance Products, Inc. is now offering high-quality direct bolt-in hydraulic brake 

booster kits designed to upgrade manual or vacuum-assisted brakes with a powerful and compact 

modern hydraulic assist unit. These HydraStop systems include everything you need to install into 

your vehicle with most installations being accomplished in an afternoon, using common handtools 

with average mechanical skill levels. CPP’s kits include a direct-fit high-performance hydraulic brake 

assist unit (with options for steel or billet aluminum firewall mounting bracket), braided stainless or 

rubber, high-pressure line set, heavy-duty power steering return line, pedal rod 

hardware, and mounting hardware. Using all new parts, 

this unit puts out an amazing 1,800 psi at the wheels! 

The “Show Stopper” package includes HydraStop unit 

with billet aluminum firewall mounting bracket, #MCPV1 

master cylinder, chrome accumulator cover, stainless pressure 

hoses, and rubber return hoses. CPP’s “Street Beast” package 

includes HydraStop unit with steel firewall mounting bracket, alu-

minum Corvette-style master cylinder, side-mounted Prop & Stop Block 

kit, and rubber pressure and return hoses. Both kits include all necessary fittings and 

hardware for installation. Call (866) 593-2631 or visit www.classicperform.com.

CONTINENTAL TIRE 

INTRODUCES THE 

TRUECONTACT

Continental Tire has introduced 

the company’s newest touring 

performance, all-season tire, the 

TrueContact. This first-class tire 

combines best-in-class wet braking 

with Continental’s award-winning 

EcoPlus Technology to save the con-

sumer money, while providing the 

confidence they need in all seasons. 

From passenger cars to minivans, 

it’s truly a tire “for what you do.” 

Continental’s newest technology, 

the Alignment Verification System, 

provides an early warning to drivers 

when it’s time to align their vehicle. 

Drivers will also receive an extra 

measure of confidence with the 

inclusion of Tuned Performance 

Indicators. The Dry, Wet and Snow 

letters in the tread indicate the 

tire’s optimal performance levels. 

Additionally, Continental’s Comfort 

Ride Technology absorbs vibrations 

caused by road surface irregulari-

ties, giving drivers and their pas-

sengers a smooth and enjoyable 

ride. The TrueContact is backed by 

some of the strongest warranty 

programs and service contracts in 

the industry. This touring perfor-

mance tire has a 60-day trial and up 

to a 90,000-mile tread life limited 

warranty and a 72-month manufac-

turer’s limited warranty program. 

The TrueContact comes in a wide 

range of sizes from 15- to 19-inch 

wheel diameters with a UTQG rating 

of 800 AB for T, and AA for H and V 

speed. For more information on the 

TrueContact, or to locate a dealer, 

visit www.continentaltire.com.

MSD’S ATOMIC EFI RECEIVES DISTINCTIVE  

CARB EXEMPTION STATUS
MSD Performance is excited to announce that the Atomic 

Fuel Injection System (PN 2900 & 2910) has been granted an 

Executive Order Number from the California Air Resources 

Board! This E.O. Number makes the Atomic the only aftermarket EFI system 

that is legal on 1987 and older GM vehicles in California! The Atomic EFI system 

received E.O. Number D-722, which permits the system to be installed in place of the factory carbure-

tor on 1987 and older GM passenger cars and trucks originally powered by a V-8 engine. This executive 

order also means the Atomic EFI system provides “reasonable basis” for satisfying the anti-tampering 

requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act, thus allowing its use in all other states. This is terrific news 

for enthusiasts with an ’87 and older GM car or truck as it means they can finally do away with their 

old carburetor and take advantage of the driveability benefits of a modern, self-learning EFI system 

by getting quick starts, consistent idle, and smooth power throughout all driving conditions. During 

thorough testing it was confirmed that the Atomic system did not reduce the effectiveness of the appli-

cable vehicle pollution-control systems and therefore was granted an exemption from the prohibitions 

of Section 27156 of the California Vehicle Code for 1987 and older General Motors passenger cars and 

pickups originally equipped with a V-8 engine and carburetor. MSD will supply an information label with 

the E.O. number and details that must be affixed on the vehicle for inspection purposes.  The MSD Atomic 

EFI system is designed for the do-it-yourself enthusiast and provides the easiest installation and initial 

setup for any EFI upgrade. For more information, go to www.atomicefi.com or call MSD at (915) 857-5200.

CHILL OUT YOUR CHEVY
Mattson’s Custom Radiator offers a polished aluminum ra-

diator for your ’55-’57 Chevy pickup. They are available for both 

small-block and big-block engines, include dual SPAL electric fans, 

and available with a custom aluminum shroud. Features high-effi-

ciency multi-pass cross-flow construction for better cooling. Comes with aluminum core support in ei-

ther polished or unpolished. All radiators are show-quality TIG welded. Mattson’s offers complete sales 

and service for many other makes and models to meet your cooling needs. Custom radiators built to 

your specifications are also available along with a full line of SPAL electric fans. For more info please 

contact Mattson’s Custom Radiator at (866) 435-6477 or go to www.mattsonscustomradiator.com.
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PRESENTS

THE RETRO 
BIG METAL 

FLAKE LOOK
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F
lake paint has been one of the most 

radical custom paint applications 

to ever spray on a custom ride, and 

if you’re looking to create a bold metal 

flake finish reminiscent of the ’70s-era 

show cars, vans, and custom bikes, then 

choose Ditzler. This “Big Flake” Retro look 

from PPG’s Vibrance collection can be 

sprayed using the waterborne process, 

which will allow a thicker and wetter 

film that can help level the flake. 

When flake is sprayed on to dry, like 

with solvent, it stands up on end and 

appears dirtier and harder to cover with 

clear. When you apply the flake with 

the waterborne system, there isn’t as 

much of a heavy coat of clear (also like 

solvent) that can eventually pull the 

flake down causing a run or drip in the 

paint while you continue to apply more 

coats of flake. Solvent will do this from 

time to time, plus you don’t have to 

shake your gun around to keep the flake 

from settling down at the bottom of your 

spray cup, because with water the flake 

automatically floats in the can, allowing 

an even spray of continuous flake. 

After the flake is covered over your 

desired base, leave just enough of the 

basecoat color to get a better look and 

sparkle than with over-covering the 

base. You need some base to complement 

the flake to add a nice reflection. From 

there, you can go ahead and lay down 

the clear in solvent to burry that flake 

down. Q

YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
SHAKE IT TO FLAKE IT

By Joe Ray



WWW.DAKOTADIGITAL.COM/LR
CALL TOLL FREE 1.800.593.9709 FOR A FREE CATALOG!

NEW VHX UNIVERSAL AND CUSTOM APPLICATIONS

VFD SERIES DIGITAL

ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES

NEW VHX DIRECT-FIT APPLICATIONS



Continental Tire. 
For what you do.

Style up.
Ride low.

CONTINENTALTIRE.COM

Go to ctposter.com to receive

a free decal & enter to win

a set of tires.

ExtremeContactTM

DW
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