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First drive of racy
new Skoda coupé

THE Skoda Atero is the third
in a series of ‘Apprentice Cars’
built and designed by young
talents at the brand’s HQ in
Mlada Boleslav in the Czech
Republic (see Page 16).

It was revealed earlier this
week and now we’ve been
given the chance to drive it.

We loved the students’
quirky CitiJet cabrio in 2014
and practical Funstar pick-up
last year, so can this new
Atero live up to the promise
of its predecessors? Head to
autoexpress.co.uk for our
verdict on the striking coupé.
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I’VE not really got a great deal of time for
politicians and their quest forwhat always

seems like personal glory ahead of what’s right
for themajority. Sadly, true to form, the current
debate aboutwhetherwe should remain as part
of the EuropeanUnion seems to be getting pretty
personal, too. That’s a shame – this particular vote
will have far greater implications for our future
than if wewere ‘just’ electing our next Government.
Among all the bluff and bluster that’s doing the
rounds at themoment, thisweekwe’ve analysed
what effect staying in, or leaving theEU,will haveon
yourmotoringworld – from the safety of the cars
you buy to the cost of the fuel you put in the tank.
What is clear is themajority of carmakers are

firmly in the ‘in’ camp– rallied by industry body
the Society ofMotorManufacturers and Traders.
Thosewhomake cars in theUK are clear on that –
leaving the EUwillmake lifemore difficult for them
and the thousands of peoplewhowork for them.
The general consensus seems to be there’s a
chance car prices and running costsmight rise – so
does thatmean you should automatically put a tick
in the stay box?Of course, thosewhowant us to
leavewill provide a compelling reason to counter
all the ‘in’ camp’s claims. Sowho do you believe?
It seems tome that all we can be certain
of iswherewe arenow–weknowwhat EU
membershipmeans to us and howmuch it costs
us, whetherwe agree that’s a good thing or not.
Nobody can say for certainwhat theUKwould
truly look like if we left the EU. Forme that’s a
concern.Whatwe can say, and seems to have been
overlooked, is that if we did leave, the sheer cost

of unravelling EU
membership, including
automotive legislation,
would be huge. And you
knowwho’ll be paying…
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“Volvo may choose to  
offer the XC40 with both  
a conventional mechanical 
4x4 and a hybrid version”

	 John	McIlroy
 John_McIlroy@dennis.co.uk
        @johnmcilroy

Volvo’s sexy new XC40 has Q3 in sight
Striking Concept 40.1 points to look of bold new small SUV rival for Audi and BMW X1

VOLVO is taking aim at the BMW X1 and 
Audi Q2 and Q3 with this small SUV show 

car, called Concept 40.1, that’s going to 
reach production late next year as the XC40.

The Swedish manufacturer has been 
investing heavily in its larger models 
recently, having introduced the XC90, S90 
and V90 over the past 18 months. Now it’s 
the turn of its small-car line-up – and while 
Volvo has also previewed an innovative 
hatchback design with another show car, 
Concept 40.2 (see Page 10), the range 
overhaul really starts with this baby SUV.

Volvo has developed an all-new set of 
chassis components for its small cars, in 
conjunction with engineers from its Chinese 
owner Geely. Called Compact Modular 
Architecture (CMA), this platform actually 
underpins Concept 40.1 – so it’s safe to  
say that the production XC40 will change 
little before it arrives in showrooms.

The show car is 4.39m long, about  
5cm shorter than BMW’s X1, but Volvo’s 
offering is taller and wider than its German 
rival. It looks extremely upright, in fact. “We 
wanted it to be unmistakably an SUV, not a 
crossover,” said Volvo’s head of research 
and development, Peter Mertens.

CMA brings a new range of engines,  
most notably a 1.5-litre three-cylinder 
turbocharged petrol motor that will  

join four-cylinder diesels at the heart of the 
line-up. An innovative plug-in hybrid power 
unit will also be available, called T5 Twin 
Engine, which will mix the 1.5 petrol with  
an electric motor and a 9.7kWh battery to 
produce a total of 247bhp, sent to the road 
via a seven-speed dual-clutch transmission. 

The plug-in hybrid version is likely to  
be the most efficient XC40 at launch, with 
Volvo CEO Hakan Samuelsson promising 
that it will be “much more economical  
than the diesel”. That could mean CO2 
emissions of less than 80g/km.

The XC40 will be offered with front-wheel 
drive and four-wheel drive; indeed, the brand 
may choose to offer the 4x4 option through 
both a conventional mechanical system  
and a hybrid, electrically driven back axle.

Volvo has also confirmed that later  
on in the XC40’s life – in early 2020, 
according to sources – it will introduce  
an all-electric version of the car, equipped 
with a larger battery that provides a range  
of around 220 miles between charges.

The Concept 40.1’s interior has not yet 
been revealed, but the show car at the 

n Show car said to be close to production Xc40; due in 2017
n likely to start at £22,000; petrol, diesel and hybrid power

deSign 
Stance is 
muscular, but 
cabin is tall and 
wide and has 
more of an  
SUV than a 
crossover look

“XC40’s shape, profile and 
proportions will make it one  
of the chunkiest small SUVs”

8  25 May 2016
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AT the reveal, Volvo’s boss discussed with us the 
Concept 40.1 and 40.2’s relevance in the market.
 
Q  You’ve unveiled two concepts. Can  
you explain the theory behind that?

A  “We need a small crossover. We already have a 
hatchback [the V40] and that’s likely to be renewed. 
Then you need something different. Concept 40.2 is a 
saloon but a higher car with an open tailgate. It’s for 
people who aren’t looking for an SUV or hatchback.”

Q  Which of the cars will be first to market?

A  “The SUV. That has been our priority and it will be 
‘some time in 2017’ – which means late in 2017.”

Q  The new CMA chassis brings economies of 
scale between yourself and Geely. Could the same 
apply to engines and the Twin Engine hybrid?

A  “Yes. Because this three-cylinder engine is part 
of CMA, it could be used by others like Geely. But if 
you look at the body, the styling, the electrics, the 
infotainment, the interior quality of any of our small 
cars – it will be 100 per cent Volvo.”

Q  Can CMA go smaller – say, supermini-sized?

A  “It can go smaller, but that’s not on the agenda. 
For the time being, Volvo will have 40, 60 and 90.”

Q & A

New Volvo concepts   Top story

Volvo’s sexy new XC40 has Q3 in sight

 hakan samuelsson
Volvo CEO

Striking Concept 40.1 points to look of bold new small SUV rival for Audi and BMW X1

vehicle’s launch in Gothenburg had enough 
of the cabin visible to indicate that the 
central portrait-layout infotainment screen – 
as seen first in the large XC90 SUV – will be 
carried over to the rest of the Volvo range. 

“It will be offered on the smaller models,” 
Mertens explained to us, “but not 
necessarily on all trim levels.”

Elements of the concept car that are  
likely to be dropped for the production 
model include the glass camera side 
mirrors, which will be replaced by 
conventional units, and the fabric Swedish 
flag ‘tab’ that sticks out from the front wing. 

However, the overall shape, profile and 
proportions will remain the same, making 
the XC40 one of the chunkiest, most angular 
offerings in the small SUV market.

The XC40 is due to go on sale in  
“late 2017”, according to Volvo’s CEO 
Samuelsson. It’s likely to cost more  
than the existing V40, with a starting  
price of around £22,000 for an entry- 
level front-wheel-drive petrol edition.

Details Clever design includes 
fresh interpretations of corporate 
signatures such as LED light 
graphics, but glass camera door 
mirrors won’t make production
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design Distinctive profile combines 
sleek lines of saloon and 
practicality of hatchback

Top story  New Volvo concepts 

	 John	McIlroy
 John_McIlroy@dennis.co.uk
        @johnmcilroy

VolVo is testing the water for an 
alternative to a conventional small 

saloon with its second new concept, 40.2.
The 4.5m-long show car shares a 

wheelbase and Volvo’s Compact Modular 
Architecture with the XC40-previewing 40.1 
(Page 8), but has a distinctive side profile 
that mixes a hatchback and saloon, and 
incorporates a strong shoulder line around 
the rear three-quarters. It’s closest in 
principle to the Skoda octavia, given its 
long rear glass and hatchback opening, and 
is 20cm longer than the Volkswagen Golf.

The 40.2 is also jacked up by a further 
30mm – the result, Volvo’s R&D boss Peter 
Mertens says, of the need to allow space in 
the chassis for the batteries required for 
plug-in hybrid and fully electric editions – 
so its overall stance is that of a soft-roader, 
like Volvo’s existing CrossCountry range.

Volvo CEo Hakan Samuelsson admitted 
that the 40.2 concept is designed to gauge 
reaction and that, despite speculation, it is 
likely to sit alongside a regular Golf-rivalling 
V40 hatchback in the range, instead of 
replacing it. “The V is a regular hatch  
now and it will be renewed,” he said. 

“We have needed an SUV crossover;  
this is concept 40.1. Then there’s the V40, 
and then there’s this car [the 40.2]. We 
think it has few compromises because it  
has the saloon shape but with a tailgate 
that opens for better access.”

Volvo’s design chief Thomas Ingenlhath, 
who calls the 40.2’s shape a “notchback”, 

added: “You can see where there would be 
room for a conventional V[40] alongside this 
car.” He also admitted that a production 
40.2 would not necessarily carry the S 
badge – the nomenclature traditionally 
used for Volvo’s saloons. “I’m glad that  
the naming is not down to me,” he said, 
“because it could be something different.”

Despite the caution at launch, the 40.2 is 
said to be likely to make production, using 
Volvo’s CMA architecture to share engines 
and transmissions with the new XC40. “We 

n Concept 40.2 tests viability of new niche model  n Chinese and Us market reaction key to chances

...As chunky Volvo 5dr 
reinvents the saloon

the new Volvo concepts unveiled 
last week in Gothenburg are 
fascinating, but while the 40.1 
(XC40) could be a licence to print 
money, I wonder whether there’s 
space for an additional saloon-
cum-hatch crossover like the 40.2.

It’s a bold move, and one that 
should be commended in such a 
conservative market. Potential 
buyers will love the raised ride 
height and striking front end, but 
the lifted tail might confuse those 
looking for an alternative to cars 
like the Mercedes GLA or Audi Q2.

Volvo has all but confirmed the 
XC40 for production, but bosses 
are rightly holding fire on the 
second model – using the next few 
months to gauge public opinion. 

the key will be winning over 
saloon-loving markets like the  
US and China. time will tell. 

Richard Ingram
News editor

         opinion

would not make a concept like this if we 
were not serious about the idea of putting  
it into production,” said Ingenlhath.

Volvo sources cite the octavia’s sales as 
encouragement that an unconventional five-
door Golf rival can still be a success – even 
in China, traditionally a saloon market, 
where the Skoda has been well received.

Is Volvo’s saloon 
crossover viable?

“40.2 concept is designed to 
gauge reaction and is likely  
to sit alongside V40 hatch”
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■ Set to go on sale in the UK in OctoberOFFICIAL ■■■ BoBoBoldldld nnnewewewcococomememerrr tototo rrrivivivalalal NNNisisissasasannn QaQaQashshshqaqaqaiii
■■ SeSett toto ggoo onon ssalalee inin tthehe UUKK inin OOctctobobererOFFICIAL

New Peugeot 3008
SUV goes upmarket

EXTERIOR STYLING High shoulder line complements
the new 3008’s raised bonnet and slim rear screen. The rear
light pattern is distinctive, with three slashes on each side

■ Bold newcomer to rival Nissan Qashqai
■ Set to go on sale in the UK in OctoberOFFICIAL
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THE Peugeot 3008 MPV has been
reinvented as a small SUV to rival the

Nissan Qashqai and is set to make its
debut at September’s Paris Motor Show.
It will go on sale in the UK from October,
with deliveries starting in January 2017.

The raised ride height, upright nose,
long bonnet, body cladding and roof bars
all give the new 3008 a more utilitarian
look. But the wide grille, LED lights, sculpted
bonnet and floating roofline add a dose
of style, too – a huge step on from the
previous MPV-like design, especially
thanks to the large 18-inch wheels.

We’ve already had a taste of the interior,
with Peugeot revealing its new i-Cockpit last
month (Issue 1,418). The dash and centre
console wrap around the driver and the
small steering wheel and high-set display
mean it’s easier to see the dials from the
driver’s seat. The 12.3-inch high-res screen
can be configured how you like, with sat-nav
maps, media info or conventional dials.

This system complements an eight-inch
touchscreen in the middle of the dash with
some sleek-looking vents and ‘piano key’
switches to control the infotainment
system’s important features. MirrorLink and
Apple CarPlay are available, too. Chrome
detailing features throughout the cabin.

The engine range includes two petrols
and two diesels with a choice of power

outputs. The 1.2-litre PureTech petrol
has 128bhp and comes with a six-speed
manual or automatic gearbox, while the
1.6-litre petrol with 163bhp only gets
the automatic transmission.

As you might expect, the diesel range is
more expansive. The 1.6-litre BlueHDi unit
is available with a five or six-speed manual
or a six-speed automatic box in two different
power outputs – 99bhp or 118bhp. The
larger 2.0-litre BlueHDi diesel has 148bhp
or 178bhp, and is available with the manual
or automatic six-speed transmission.

Keen to emphasise its SUV capabilities,
Peugeot has fitted the 3008 with Grip
Control to tackle snow, mud and sand,
as well as off-road tyres and hill descent
control. The car can also be specced with
creature comforts such as massage seats,
a premium stereo and a panoramic sunroof.

Safety kit options include city auto
braking, lane keep assist, driver attention
alert and automatic high beams, plus road
sign recognition, blind spot monitoring
and adaptive cruise control. A 360-degree
camera helps with parking in tight spots.

The new 3008 is built on a new platform
called EMP2, which is an important part of
Peugeot’s plan to release nine new models
by 2021. The platform saves weight, which
means that the 3008 is around 100kg
lighter than the outgoing model, lowering
emissions and improving fuel economy.

It’s a little bigger than before, however,
measuring up at 4.5m long, 1.8m wide and

INTERIOR
New driver-
orientated
dash benefits
from i-Cockpit
design with
configurable
display screen

DESIGN
Wide grille and
LED lights help
3008 stand out;
panoramic roof
lets in lots of light

1.6m tall. That means there is more
room for passengers and luggage, with
a 520-litre boot – which is up to 90
litres bigger than the old car’s.

There’s no word on UK prices
for the new 3008 yet, but we
expect it to cost from around
£20,000 when it goes on sale
in October, which pitches it
into direct competition with
the likes of the Qashqai
and Renault Kadjar.

ALL-NEW
Neat detailing
inside and out,
including ‘piano
key’ switches,
will give 3008
upmarket feel,
ensuring it’s
a world away
from MPV-style
old car (below)

“Small steering wheel, high-set
display make dials easier to see”

SamNaylor
Sam_Naylor@dennis.co.uk

@SamNaylor_AE

S
Sam
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Paul Bailey

FIRSTRIDE

Skoda’s ultimate Rapid is go

We hit road in
new Panamera

PORSCHE’S original Panamera was
positioned at the sporting end of the
luxury four-door saloon market, and
now a team of engineers and technicians
is busy finalising the next-generation
model, ahead of its launch later this year.

We’ve been to South Africa for a first ride
in one of five pre-production Panameras
with Dr Gernot Döllner, director of model
line Panamera. It’s the job of Döllner and
his team to ensure that the new car retains
its sporty edge, while also improving
comfort, space and refinement.

Enabling that is an all-new MSB platform,
which allows greater flexibility within the
Panamera line-up. All cars will come with a
new eight-speed PDK twin-clutch automatic
gearbox, driving the rear or all four wheels,
with 400bhp or more in the four-wheel-
drive versions. The range will include a
pair of hybrids (one petrol and one diesel),
although neither was with us in South Africa.

Instead, the sinister, sticker-covered
convoy of Panameras consists of a pair of
entry-level V6s, a bi-turbo V6 4S, a V8 diesel
and a 4.0-litre Turbo. The engines are all-
new, except for the entry-level V6s. The 4.0-
litre diesel is shared with Audi’s SQ7, while
the Turbo achieves lower emissions despite
a boost in power and performance.

That Turbo, says Döllner, can lap the
Nürburgring in the same time as Porsche’s

A TEAM of 26 Skoda apprentices has
revealed its dream car: a sleek coupé
based on the existing Rapid Spaceback.

The ‘Skoda Apprentice Car III’ – called
Atero – has been designed and built at
the brand’s HQ in Mlada Boleslav, Czech
Republic. Red detailing for the grille and
lower bumper, with red vents on the bonnet
and matching sills, mirror caps and rims on
the 15-spoke black wheels add to
the concept’s aggressive look.

The apprentices have also
lowered the Rapid’s
roofline and removed
the rear doors,
extending the front
ones for a coupé-
style tail. There’s

a full-length glass roof for an airy cabin, and
an 1,800-watt stereo powers 14 speakers.

A red spoiler sits high on the rear window,
above the new badges and LED lights. The
Atero gets Octavia vRS-style twin exhausts
and a fake diffuser. Power is from a 123bhp
1.4-litre TSI petrol engine, with a seven-
speed DSG box. Visit autoexpress.co.uk
to see our first drive of the Atero.

old Carrera GT hypercar. That would be in
its top specification, with options of carbon
ceramic brakes, a 48V electromechanical
anti-roll system, rear-wheel steer and
an electrically actuated differential.

The Turbo comes with air-suspension as
standard, aiding Porsche’s goal of improved
comfort without robbing the Panamera of its
dynamic ability. Standard steel suspension
with steel springs features on all other
models, matched to 19, 20 or 21-inch
alloys. Even on the largest wheels, the
Panamera rides with impressive composure.

The Turbo sounds magnificent, but it’s
the new V8 diesel that impresses most. The
4.0-litre engine produces around 435bhp
which, with around 900Nm of torque,
makes for huge pace and decent economy.
It will be a petrol die-hard who chooses
the Turbo over the V8 diesel in the UK.

Inside, it’s obvious that Porsche has
achieved its goal of delivering more space
– the seats are lower to improve headroom,
and a longer wheelbase and wider door
openings make for a far more spacious
interior. The new car also makes a leap
forward in terms of instrumentation and
infotainment, and catches up with its rivals
in near-autonomous driving technology.

As for styling, even when in disguise, it’s
clear the new Panamera is a sharper, more
elegantly proportioned car, with a familiar
front end and more considered rear.

■ First ride in Porsche supersaloon ■ Gets all-new platform, gearbox; petrol and diesel hybrids planned

R FOR RAPID
Special bodywork
and red detailing
set Atero apart

Essentials
Porsche Panamera
V8 S diesel

Price: £90,000 (est)

Engine: 4.0-litre V8 diesel

Power/torque: 435bhp/900Nm

Transmission: Eight-speed auto,
four-wheel drive

0-62mph: 4.5 seconds

Top speed: 180mph

Economy: 40mpg (est)

CO2: 180g/km (est)

ON SALE Late 2016

Atero – has been designed and built at
the brand’s HQ in Mlada Boleslav, Czech
Republic. Red detailing for the grille and
lower bumper, with red vents on the bonnet
and matching sills, mirror caps and rims on
the 15-spoke black wheels add to
the concept’s aggressive look.

The apprentices have also
lowered the Rapid’s
roofline and removed
the rear doors,
extending the front
ones for a coupé-
style tail. There’s

Atero gets Octavia vRS-style twin exhauhaustssts
and a fake diffuser. Power is from am a 12123bh3bhpp
1.4-litre TSI petrol engine, with aa sevseven-en-
speed DSG box. Visit autoexpress.s.coco.u.ukk
to see our first drive of thehe AteAtero.ro.
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Digital licences on way

Gearbox boost for
Mercedes Citan van
MERCEDES has updated its Citan van
with a six-speed, dual-clutch gearbox.

The new 6G-DCT transmission is
only available with the 114bhp petrol
engine – on both MPV and panel van
(above) models. When fitted with the
new box, the Citan claims 44.1mpg fuel
economy, with 144g/km CO2 emissions.

It’s set to cost about £1,500 more than
the standard manual van, from £15,820
(ex VAT), and goes on sale next month.

Government laws
for driverless cars
THE UK Government has pledged to be
at the forefront of transport tech with
a focus on driverless cars, as revealed
in the Queen’s Speech last week.

A Modern Transport Bill will look at law
changes so motorists can buy and own
driverless cars by 2020. These will extend
to compulsory insurance to cover product
liability rather than just the driver.

A spokesperson for the DfT told us:
“Motorists need to know they’re covered
if the tech fails. By making it compulsory
we expect insurers to respond with new
products to meet requirements.”

Cool new Kia GT
spied out on test
KIA is readying a sportier and more
desirable ‘GT’ saloon for 2017, and our
spy snappers have caught it testing.

Despite the disguise, we can see it’s
sleeker than the brand’s Optima. A long
bonnet, coupé-like roofline and muscular
shoulder line hint at the Audi A5
Sportback rival Kia hopes to create. We
saw Kia’s GT concept at 2011’s Frankfurt
Motor Show; insiders have hinted the
production car will look very similar.

A DIGITAL version of the UK driving
licence is under development, according
to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing
Agency (DVLA), as the next step of
the digitalisation of motoring.

Chief executive Oliver Morley posted
images of a “prototype” smartphone app
on Twitter, detailing how it may operate
within the Wallet app on Apple’s iPhone.

Morley said there’s currently no
timeline on when the app may be
available, but revealed that the scrapping
of the paper part of the licence in June
2015 meant this new project was possible.

The DVLA has stressed it won’t replace
the existing photocard but will operate as
an “add-on”, while Morley said security
was a “priority”. The Wallet app already
stores payment cards and boarding
passes, with information encrypted
and authorised by the user’s fingerprint.

STYLING
Beneath the
disguise, it’s
clear the new
Panamera has
been given a
sharper look

PORSCHE wants a more rounded
Panamera in every sense, without
losing its sporting appeal. This early
ride suggests that’s exactly what’s
been achieved, but we will of course
reserve ultimate judgement until
we drive the car on UK roads.
However, combine the promise
of sharper looks and an arsenal
of advanced driving aids, both for
performance and comfort, and the
Panamera should be a tough car
to beat in the luxury saloon class.

Verdict

Autom
edia
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Shock over zero-star crash tests

Vauxhall issues second recall
to extinguish Zafira fire woes

Hilux names its price

■ Nearly 235,000 cars called back
to improve faulty system’s strength

TOYOTA has revealed UK prices for its new Hilux
pick-up. The Mitsubishi L200 rival (below) starts at
£19,177 (ex. VAT) with a new 148bhp 2.4-litre diesel
engine, with first deliveries in July. UK buyers have
a choice of three bodystyles and four trim levels.

All models get Bluetooth, hill start assist, heated
mirrors and air-con, while Icon adds cruise control,
touchscreen infotainment, DAB radio and 17-inch
alloy wheels. Fully loaded Invincible X cars come
with sat-nav, parking sensors and leather.

THE latest Global NCAP crash tests for cars
on the Indian market have failed to award
a single star to five different models.

The Hyundai Eon, Mahindra Scorpio and
Suzuki’s Maruti Eeco and Celerio, plus
three versions of the Renault KWID, were
tested by NCAP, and all scored zero stars.

India has one of the highest rates of road
deaths in the world, with more than 230,000
recorded in 2013. And these results are on
big-selling cars, too, with nearly 10,000
KWID models finding homes every month.

These figures represent the second
round of checks on Indian cars. During
the first round in 2014, eight cars were
tested. Only the Volkswagen Polo and
Toyota Etios (when fitted with optional
airbags) achieved more than zero stars.

This 2016 batch of cars was expected to
perform much better, but Global NCAP said

VAUXHALL is launching a second round
of recalls on nearly 235,000 of its

Zafira B models in the UK to protect owners
from fires. Last year, the brand informed
all 234,938 Zafira owners about a fire
hazard caused by improper repairs to the
blower motor resistor, and following a spate
of incidents, began to fix thousands of cars.

The same owners will now face a second
recall aiming “to improve the overall
robustness of the system”, according
to Vauxhall. The company will replace
the current soldered fuse resistor with

a wax fuse resistor, which reduces the
opportunity for manipulation in the future.

The recalls come after a number of
Zafiras caught fire in the UK – the London
Fire Brigade alone has extinguished 71
such blazes since 2013 – due to faulty
repairs on a thermal fuse in a resistor that’s
part of the heating and ventilation system.

Vauxhall’s own investigation of 1,000
randomly selected Zafira B models found
2.6 per cent of cars had badly repaired
fuses. The brand initially agreed to replace
the resistor on all affected models, but

following consultation with the DVSA,
has now had to issue a second recall.

The action is expected to start in
August, and all vehicles will be
returned to owners with a new wax
fuse resistor, a new blower motor
and a new moulding at the base of the
windscreen to prevent water ingress.

A Vauxhall spokesman said: “Owners of
vehicles that have not yet had the initial
recall completed should still bring their
vehicles to their dealership to have them
returned to their original condition.”

OFFICIAL

Thanks to improper
repairs to the blower
motor resistor, Zafira
MPVs were at risk of
bursting into flames

spontaneously

MartinSaarinen
Martin_Saarinen@dennis.co.uk

@AE_Consumer

it believes a crash in any of these models
is likely to result in life-changing injury.

It stressed the important role the Indian
Government has to play, as it plans to mandate
crash tests for all new cars from October 2017
to ensure they adhere to UN requirements.

NO STARS
Renault KWID was
one of five Indian
market cars not to
earn a single star
in the latest Global
NCAP crash tests

WHEN is a fix not a fix? When the
fix itself needs fixing. Confused?
You’re not alone. Issuing what
is effectively a double recall
is a poor show from Vauxhall.

Of more concern in this
instance is the fact that Zafira
drivers could still be at risk
and the suggestion that a
major car company hasn’t
taken sufficient steps to ensure
the safety of its customers.

It’s another unwelcome
blow to an industry with an
already bruised reputation
due to ongoing stories of
emissions irregularities.

Graham Hope
Editor, Auto Express

OPINION

“Having to issue what
is effectively a double
recall is a poor show”

s of

recall is a poor show”
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Rear overhang is shorter
than old car’s; 20-inch

alloys are standard
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Renault turns on the style with
new seven-seater Grand Scenic

Ioniq tech for new
hybrid Hyundais

Hot i30 set for ’Ring

Ioniq’s electrified drivetrain set to grace other Hyundais

i30 N has been spied on test; development car to race

HYUNDAI will roll out the hybrid tech found on the
new Ioniq to more models over the next four years.

The 2017 i30 hatchback is likely to benefit from
the Ioniq’s range of electrified powertrains first, with
more cars getting hybrid and plug-in versions later as
the brand races to meet stringent EU legislation.

Dennis Elsweier, product marketing manager at
Hyundai Europe, told Auto Express: “We need to look
to 2021 to have the right powertrain line-up for our
cars. We now have the Ioniq with three electrified
powertrains, and with ix35 we also have fuel-cell tech.
There is a toolbox to use for future developments.”

These cars don’t do enough to cut Hyundai’s average
CO2 emissions as set out in EU targets alone: by 2021,
the average CO2 figure for all car makers needs to be
95g/km. As a result, Hyundai may even add a fourth
powertrain option, a hydrogen fuel cell, to the Ioniq.

Sylvie Childs, senior product manager at Hyundai
UK, told us the Ioniq Hybrid should start at around
£22,000, which would just undercut Toyota’s Prius.

AS well as spelling out its eco future with the Ioniq
(above), Hyundai has hinted at its performance intent
by confirming it will enter a 280bhp development
i30 in this weekend’s Nürburgring 24 Hours.

This is the strongest indication that the company
intends to launch its N performance sub-brand with a
faster version of its family car. Hyundai says the entry
aims “to enhance understanding of performance
technologies ahead of the future N brand models”.

SPIED

OFFICIAL

SamNaylor
Sam_Naylor@dennis.co.uk

SamNaylor_AE

Sam
Sam

THE new Renault Grand Scenic has
been revealed, with the seven-seater

MPV getting the same 20-inch wheels and
crossover-style design as the five-seat
Scenic seen at March’s Geneva Motor Show.

It’s longer and wider than the previous
Grand Scenic, with a raised ride height, and
gets more space inside as a result. The boot
is 40 litres bigger than before in five-seat
mode, at 765 litres, but you can also add
two extra seats at the back.

The new Grand Scenic has a shorter
rear overhang, with sculpted side panels,
L-shaped tail-lights and Renault’s distinctive
family face. Standard 20-inch wheels mark
out the car, too, as do a panoramic glass roof
and roof rails as part of the long roofline.

A sliding centre console tucks below the
display screen in its most forward position,
but can also be set back to create more
space in the front. Folding tables in the
back are built to accommodate tablet
computers, plus there are USB ports.

The rest of the interior matches the regular
Scenic, with the portrait display screen and
Renault’s R-LINK 2 system in the centre of
the dash. This touchscreen allows owners to
control the sat-nav, phone and Bose stereo.
A colour head-up display is carried over, too.

There’s a choice of four diesel and two
petrol engines. The dCi 110 and dCi 130 will
be the big sellers, while a powerful dCi 160
should offer decent performance. Unusually,
the diesel-electric dCi 110 Hybrid Assist has
a manual box; the TCe 115 and TCe 130
petrol engines are both manual-only.

Safety kit includes active emergency
braking with pedestrian detection, plus
lane keep assist and a tiredness warning as
standard. Adaptive cruise control, a safe
distance warning, traffic sign recognition
and blind spot monitoring are optional.

■ Wraps off more practical MPV ■ Carries over crossover influence of standard Scenic

SIZE UP
Grand Scenic gets
familiar R-LINK 2
touchscreen, as
well as panoramic
roof. Crossover-
style looks hide
massive seven-
seater interior
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Had enough of smeary glass, dull plastic and overspray? We
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M2’s tribute
to legendary
BMW 2002

Zagato works its magic
on Aston Vanquish

BMW has given itself a fast, blue,
fat-tyred anniversary present – called
the 2002 Hommage – to commemorate
one of its favourite fast small cars.

The brand has turned the new M2
Coupé into a 50th anniversary celebration
of the 2002 model of 1966 that sparked
its transformation from struggling bit part
player to leading premium car maker.

The 2002 Hommage debuted at last
weekend’s Concorso d’Eleganza at Villa
d’Este in Italy, but BMW wasn’t talking about
the car’s powertrain. Instead, it was boasting
about a design that harks back to the end-
of-the-line 2002 Turbo from the seventies.

“Exactly 50 years ago, the 02 range
kick-started an era of success for BMW,”
said Adrian van Hooydonk, senior vice-
president of BMW Group Design. “This
compact coupé is one of the vehicles
which made the brand what it is today.”

Riding on the same wheelbase and
with the same engine as the M2 Coupé,

■ Stunning M2-based 2002 Hommage revealed at Villa d’Este show

“It discards BMW’s usual
quad lights in favour of the
original 2002’s single lights”

OFFICIAL

Michael Taylor the 2002 Hommage gets short overhangs
as an unabashed nod to its predecessor.
A deep front splitter is shaped by three
large air intakes, and the shark-nose
kidney grille leans inwards at the bottom.

Controversially, it strays from modern
BMW design language by discarding the
usual quad lights in favour of the original
2002’s single outboard headlamps. Where
the old car had a full-length chrome
strip, the Hommage replaces that with
carbon fibre that runs around into the
grille above the headlight. This breaks
up the unique Space Race Metal blue
finish, with high-gloss paint at the bottom
and matt at the top. The glasshouse is
unmistakably M2 and remains unchanged.

It features oversized front and rear
wheelarch bulges, complete with
20-inch wheels and tyres, which
hide gold-painted M brake calipers.

The rear end does without a wild spoiler,
but lifts up the bootlid to create downforce.
Below the bumper, the quad tailpipes remain.

The latest concept follows a strong recent
tradition of Hommage cars making their
debuts at Villa d’Este, including last year’s
CSL Hommage, the Vision Future Luxury
concept in 2014 and the Grand Lusso
Pininfarina collaboration in 2013. Based on M2 Coupé, newcomer features purposeful front splitter with three air intakes

ASTON Martin and Zagato have renewed their long-
standing partnership to create this: the Vanquish
Zagato. The restyled supercar has made its debut
at the Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este in Italy.

Zagato has been redesigning Astons for five
decades, with notable models including the
stunning V12 Vantage Zagato from 2011 and
the divisive DB7 Zagato of 2002. The latest car,
based on today’s Vanquish, gets bespoke body
panels and distinct styling details to make it even
more special than the standard Aston supercar.

Its exterior was styled by Zagato’s dedicated
team in Milan under the watchful eye of Aston’s
own designers. The bodywork is sculpted from
one-piece panels of carbon fibre, with Zagato’s
trademark ‘double bubble’ roofline and a sharp
new rear end with ‘bladed’ LED tail-lights.

Vanquish Zagato
was revealed at

Villa d’Este show

Vanquish Zagato
was revealed at

Villa d’Este show
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You can watch
any of our videos

on your phone

Simply scan
this QR code.

Early verdict on new
Aston Martin DB11

NEW Aston Martins don’t come
along very often, so when one
does the expectations are high.

It’s fair to say the DB9 has left a
great legacy, so the stakes are even
higher for its replacement, the DB11
– complete with an all-new 5.2-litre
twin-turbo V12. Special contributor
Steve Sutcliffe has had an early first
drive of a prototype to see if it’s good
news. All is revealed in his video.

Preview of clever
new Hyundai Ioniq

WITH every motor show, a wealth of
new eco cars is launched, but the
wraps were pulled off a new take on
the green theme at Geneva in March.

The Hyundai Ioniq breaks new
ground in offering three powertrains
in one bodystyle – there’s a hybrid,
a plug-in hybrid and a full electric
version. See our preview video of the
Ioniq by visiting our YouTube channel.

e s

James_Batchelor@dennis.co.uk
@JRRBatchelor

James_Batchelor@dennis.co.uo.uk
@JRRBatchtcheloelor

James
Batchelor

AT youtube.com/Autoexpress
this week, we have an early drive
of the new Aston Martin DB11,
plus preview Hyundai’s Ioniq.

Videowatch

Nissan denies using ‘defeat device’
NISSAN has denied accusations of fitting a
“defeat device” to its British-built Qashqai
to pass diesel emissions tests. The South
Korean environment ministry said the brand
was guilty of using software on diesel
versions of the SUV to beat pollution limits.
The South Korean Government is expected
to fine Nissan almost £200,000 and order
the recall of 800 affected cars sold there.

The Qashqai was tested by the EU and
as part of the UK’s own emissions review,
and no defeat devices were discovered.
But South Korean regulators found the SUV
was the only one of the 20 vehicles they
retested that failed the tests. Nissan said
it was disappointed by the statement and
strongly denies allegations of cheating.

However, Nissan isn’t the only Japanese
car maker under scrutiny. Suzuki recently

ACCUSED
South Korean
environment
ministry accused
Nissan of fitting
UK-built Qashqai
with a defeat
device to beat
pollution limits

Hommage gets single
lights in tribute to the
legendary BMW 2002

admitted using improper fuel economy
tests for 16 models sold in its home
market, but insists it didn’t cheat in the
tests. And over at Mitsubishi, president
Tetsuro Aikawa is set to step down from

his role after the current Government
investigation into the company concludes.
This comes after Mitsubishi admitted to
mishandling fuel economy tests for its
cars sold in Japan for over 25 years.

and
But
was
ret
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Watchdog

Credit hire is the next key
battleground in the fight
to prevent more rip-offs

■ CASE STUDY Owner left shocked after being told radar can’t be recalibrated on replacement screen

Replacement screen
causes Qashqai chaos

“Both Autoglass and
local dealer failed to
recalibrate the radar in
Qashqai’s windscreen”

IN Issue 1,417, Auto Express reported
how thousands of motorists are risking
their safety by not recalibrating radar-
controlled driver assistance systems
after replacing windscreens.

Shortly after, we were contacted by
a reader who said he’d recently had his
windscreen replaced, and was finding it
impossible to get his auto safety systems
updated. Sidney Gibson, from Lyme
Regis, Dorset, got in touch with us after
Autoglass – and his dealer – failed to
recalibrate radar in his new windscreen.

“Despite Autoglass’s claim of being
able to recalibrate 96 per cent of all cars,
I was told the Nissan Qashqai isn’t
one of them. Strange, as it is one of the
best selling cars in the UK,” Sidney told us.

He then contacted Nissan Customer
Services for advice. He said: “It told me
it wasn’t aware of the task, and said I
had to find a dealer able to do the repairs.”

We contacted Nissan to see if we could
help Sidney get his radar recalibrated,
and managed to organise for him to take
his car to a dealer in Exeter to carry out the
work for the recalibration. But he left
disappointed. “After half-a-day’s work, the
system still doesn’t work. I was told there
was an unexpected failure, but luckily I

GLASS
BLOW
Lane assist
didn’t work
after Sidney’s
windscreen
was replaced
on Nissan

ONthe back of successive hikes
to Insurance PremiumTax by

theGovernment, the price of yearly
policies is on the rise – amove that’s
all butwiped out the savingsmade
by reformsonwhiplash and claims
management companies.
Sowhat canbe done? Experts

suggest thenext uncontrolled area
inneed of revision is credit hire.
The principle behind it is great: a

not-at-fault driver gets a like-for-like
courtesy carwhile theirs is repaired,
withbills coveredby theat-fault party’s
insurer. Trouble is, this insurer has no
control overwhat the credit hire firm
charges, or the length of the rental.
So, naturally, some companies are

guilty of presentingunreasonable
costs – andonce the service has been
provided, there’s little comeback other
than a long and expensive legal fight.
It’s not a newphenomenonbut one

theGovernment has ignored. In fact,
a 2014 reviewby theCompetition and
Markets Authority failed to act on
credit hire at all, and, according to one
major insurer, bungled an attempted
solution and then “ran out of time”.
It’s led the industry to try to sort

it out itself. The British Insurance
Brokers’ Association told us there’s a
General Termsof Agreement between
some insurers and credit hire firms
which sets out reasonable rates.
Thismeans thenumber of inflated

claims for cost of hire is reduced, and
unfair or unreasonable charges can
be rightly challenged or appealed.
The bottom line is thatwith claim

costs goingup, plus the high expense
of legal action tofight over-the-top
credit hire bills, consumers are
payinghundreds of poundsmore
than they should be for cover.

“Some companies
present unreasonable
costs for credit hire, and
there’s little comeback”

Sidney was bemused
to encounter problem on

such a massive-selling car

Martin Saarinen

wasn’t charged.” Autoglass then offered
the chance to have the windscreen
recalibrated free of charge.

A spokeswoman from Autoglass said:
“We will be able to calibrate the Qashqai
within weeks, adding to what we believe is
our unrivalled 96 per cent coverage of the

UK car parc. It’s a complex process to add
models to the diagnostic tool, involving
securing intellectual property rights,
and validating the software.”

A Nissan spokesman said all of its
dealers should be able to recalibrate
the forward-facing camera after a
windscreen replacement on a Qashqai.

He added: “There appears to have been
an issue with the initial recalibration at
JFE Exeter Nissan, and we offered to have
the dealer recalibrate the car again, but
the customer had already booked Autoglass
to carry out the work. We will offer any
further assistance should it be required.”
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THE following provide help
with motoring problems.
Some services are free,
others charge a fee or
operate on premium-rate
lines (p), while some offer
advice for members only (m).

Legal
AA: 0906 010 1300 (p)
RAC: 0870 5533 533 (m)
Which?: 01992 822 800
Consumer Direct:
0845 404 0506
Local Trading Standards
Local Citizens Advice Bureau

Used car inspections
AA: 0800 085 3007
RAC: 0800 085 2529

Technical advice
AA: 0870 606 1619 (m)

Driving licences
DVLA: 0300 790 6801

Car registration/history
HPI: 01722 422422
AA: 0800 316 3564
DVLA: 0300 790 6802
RAC: 0800 975 5867
Traffic information
AA: 09003 401100 (p)
RAC: 09003 444999 (p)

Problems with dealers
Motor Codes:
0800 692 0825
Consumer Ombudsman:
www.consumer-
ombudsman.org
RMIF: 0845 839 9205 (m)
Scottish Motor Trade
Association: 0131 331 5510

Problems with makers
Motor Codes: 0800 692 0825

Financial problems
Financial Ombudsman:
0800 023 4567

Safety concerns/recalls
DVSA: 0300 123 9000

Useful
Contacts

ContactMartin Saarinen

Motorists urged not to
ignore dash warnings

HOT TOPIC A potential future MGB

■ Study claims ignoring alerts leads to 10 per cent of breakdowns

SIGN OF
THE TIMES
Do you know
what all your
dash warning
signs mean?
Latest research
reveals many
drivers ignore
alerts as they
simply don’t
recognise them

Dealers must service
cars before MoT tests

Unstaffed fuel pumps
can cause problems

FROM: enfant_teribl THE students have
come up with some excellent designs
for a future MGB in my opinion. The
only trouble was the Union Jack on
a few of them. Shouldn’t it be a Chinese
flag these days, given that MG is now
owned by a Chinese car maker?

FROM: Mike Garwood MG should make a
stripped-out, lightweight, no-nonsense
sports car with great handling and strong
performance for a bargain price, as it used
to. This would surely appeal to anyone
looking at a Mazda MX-5, and MG would
have no trouble selling a car like this.

FROM: Mike Lewis I AGREE with Norman
Yuille (Inbox 1,421) about MoT tests and
services. Our Honda Jazz failed its first
MoT and passed 10 minutes after work
was done. As buyers can access histories
online, this is an unnecessary irritation.
Are garages earning money through this?

FROM: John Smith-Warren THE Belgian
method of paying for your fuel before
filling up is already in use in the UK
at Asda fuel stations (Inbox, Issue
1,419). The trouble with unstaffed
forecourts is that if you have a problem
there is no one there to help you.

FROM: M Levine SO now there’s another
proposal to fine drivers in the unrelenting
war on the motorist (Issue 1,421). If
drivers are to face more fines for
defective tyres, then named individuals
in local authorities should be fined for
presiding over such an appalling road
network with more potholes than tarmac.

FROM: Ian Ibbesson UNLESS there
is a continuous line of cars in the
left-hand lane – which I would say very
rarely happens – there’s no reason to
stay in the middle lane. The law is clear:
once you’ve overtaken you get back into
the left-hand lane. This is also relevant
when you are in the outside lane.

Defective tyres fine is
another tax on drivers

No cause for motorists
to hog the middle lane

■ “The Union Jack was
put on the new MINI, which
is under BMW’s ownership,
so I can see the MG keeping
its flag, too.” TonyH

■ “Back in the day, my
parents bought a Honda
instead of an MG. These
cars were more reliable
and better equipped.” Mr J

■ “The front of the new
Fiat 124 Spider has a hint
of the old MGB convertible
about it. Both feature a
round appearance.” Damo

BRITISH motorists are
ignoring vital dash warning
lights, causing nearly 10 per
cent of breakdowns on our
roads, according to Green Flag.

Research by the breakdown
provider found motorists take
an average of 71 hours after a
warning light appears to address
the potentially serious issues.

One in 10 continued to drive
with a possible engine fault for
nearly a week, while ABS troubles
took even longer to address (76
hours). A small percentage took
over a month to sort problems,
and three per cent admitted to
damaging their vehicles further by
not responding to warning lights.

Part of the trouble is that drivers
don’t know what lights mean. Nearly
a quarter failed to recognise the low
tyre pressure warning symbol, and
one in five couldn’t recognise an
engine warning light. Those aged
from 18 to 34 were worst offenders.

Nick Reid, head of rescue at
Green Flag, said: “The majority of
breakdowns across the UK each
year are avoidable, so take time to
check your car, ensure everything
is working and pay attention to any
warning lights on your dashboard.

“Dash warning lights can mean
anything, from something as simple
as needing to put on your seatbelt
to something far more serious like
low oil levels, which could cause
irreparable damage to your engine.”

BEEN caught speeding on a motorway
with variable limits? Well, get used to it.

Actively managed or so-called smart
motorways have been present in some
parts of the country for a while and are
being developed further by Highways
England. They already cover parts of the
M25, M1, M6, M42 and M62, and there
are plans to extend to parts of the M4.

While we are told the logic behind
smart motorways is they help to control
traffic flow and cut congestion, one of the
ways they do so is by enforcing variable
speed limits of 60, 50 and 40mph
with overhead gantry speed cameras.

What many people don’t realise is that
even when these variable speed limits
aren’t showing and the national speed
limit of 70mph applies, cameras can still
be used to detect speeding motorists.

Drivers caught by a gantry camera face
a speed awareness course, a fixed penalty
notice giving a £100 fine and three points
or even a Magistrates’ Court appearance,
which could bring a fine of up to £2,500
and between three and six points.

Gone are the days of simply setting
your cruise control to 70mph on the
motorway. We now need to be ever
more vigilant of the speed limit that
applies or face being caught out.

MOTORING
LAWYER
Neil Davies
Senior Partner at
Caddick Davies
(www.motordefencelawyers.co.uk)

BOLD LOOK We asked
designers to pen modern

interpretation of MGB
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Tackling the motoring issues that matter
Inside story

IN OR OUT?
THE BIG DEBATE
Ahead of the EU referendum on
Thursday 23 June, we look at the
impact either outcome would
have for Britain’s motorists

UK voters face a choice that will shape a generation
when they head to the polls on Thursday 23 June

and decide on Britain’s membership of the EU.
The referendum was promised by Prime Minister

David Cameron as part of his 2015 General Election
manifesto, and it represents the first time the public
has had a say on being part of the EU since 1975.

So with a date set – now just a month away –
voters must decide to stay in or opt out by answering
the not-so-simple question: Should the United
Kingdom remain a member of the European Union?

Much has been written about the pros and cons
of EU membership, and the motor industry itself
has nailed its colours firmly to the mast of staying
put, with the Society of Motor Manufacturers and
Traders (SMMT) revealing three-quarters of its
members wanted a ‘remain’ outcome – with none
of those choosing ‘out’ being large manufacturers.

But what about the motorist? Auto Express has
pulled together expert insight on how a Brexit
decision might affect motoring for the everyday
driver, in 10 key areas from fuel prices to insurance
premiums, and used car values to emissions.

“The SMMT revealed that
three-quarters of its members
wanted a ‘remain’ outcome”

JoeFinnerty
Joe_Finnerty@dennis.co.uk

@AE_Consumer

Leaving the EU, and the single
market of 500 million people,

would be disastrous for the British car
industry, risking jobs, threatening
exports and hitting consumers.
The significance of our membership

is undeniable: UK-to-EU car exports
wereworth £11.8bn in 2014 and 40 per
cent of cars made here were exported
to the EU, while over 730,000 UK jobs
depend on the motoring industry.
Manufacturers including Ford, Audi,

BMW, Mercedes, Hyundai, Peugeot-
Citroen, Honda, Toyota, Kia and
Nissan have all warned against
leaving, while the AA says petrol
prices could soar by almost 19p a litre.
All this is in addition to Treasury

predictions that leaving would
damage our economy to the
tune of £4,300 for each household.
It’s clear that leaving is a risk we

cannot afford to take.

Leading car manufacturers
such as Honda, Toyota and

Nissan have made it clear they will
continue to invest in the UK after we
Vote Leave. They are attracted by our
highly skilled workforce, strong legal
system and business-friendly
environment – all qualities we
will continue to have outside the EU.
But what would be different is

that leaving the EU means we could
take back control of our trade policy
– to ensure that car manufacturers
can trade freely with the growing
economies of the world.
And let’s not forget, the EU is no

fan of motorists – the unelected EU
judges decided to impose increased
insurance premiums for female drivers.
When we take back control

on Thursday 23 June, we can
reverse this ruling and lower
costs for motorists.

STRONGER in Europe is the official campaign leader
for the ‘remain’ vote. Auto Express asked its views
on what staying in the EU would mean for motoring.

THE official campaign for leaving the EU is backed by
former London Mayor Boris Johnson. Vote Leave told
Auto Express why motoring would benefit from Brexit.
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Inside story
Insurance

THE prospect of leaving the EU has put the
insurance industry on edge, with uncertainty
on what laws would apply and the potential
inability of non-UK insurers to operate,
increasing prices from providers based here.

Graeme Trudgill, executive director at
the British Insurance Brokers’ Association,
said it was unclear if the Motor Insurance
Directive would still apply in the UK.

The directive dictates a minimum
level of insurance protection in every EU
country. If the UK was no longer bound
by it, there would be requirements for
extra cover when travelling abroad.

Much of the UK motor insurance
market originates from Gibraltar, too,
so competition could be reduced, with
insurers based abroad unable to
“passport” into the UK from the EU.
This could lead to higher premiums.

“Around 160,000 people are employed in British
manufacturing, withmore than 80 per cent
of UK vehicles exported to over 100 countries”

Car prices
DESPITE possible disruption to business
and supply lines, experts don’t actually
expect buyers to have to pay more for
vehicles if the UK exits the EU.

The used car market in particular
is largely expected to be unaffected,
according to Philip Nothard, CAP
HPI consumer and retail editor,
regardless of the referendum outcome.

Price guide expert Glass’s admitted
it’s hard to predict what may happen
to new car prices, though, as there’s
no precedent to compare with –
especially for longer-term impact.

Uncertainty over what may happen
to the overall economy is the only real
threat to costs, with dealers tweaking
prices in the short term to protect
against any economic slowdown.

Trade
UK car production and subsequent
exports are riding the crest of a
wave, and it’s one of the biggest
concerns that car manufacturers face if
we were to pull out of the European Union.

Since 2013, £8billion has been
allocated to automotive operations as
the UK takes advantage of being part
of the largest single market in the world.

Around 160,000 people are employed
in British automotive manufacturing alone,
with more than 80 per cent of UK vehicles
exported to over 100 countries – half to the
EU. The supply chain for parts and materials
is also dependent on the EU, with 63 per
cent of UK supply spend sourced abroad.

Disruption to this trading line is of
great concern to many in the industry,
and explains why big manufacturers and
SMMT members are against leaving.

For the consumer, the EU single market
means there are 350 different vehicle
ranges available in the UK – over three-
quarters of new cars registered in the
UK in 2014 were imported from Europe.

Travelling
abroad

TRAVEL body ABTA said foreign travel could
become more expensive if the UK leaves,
with new taxes on travel businesses also
hiking prices. But it’s unlikely travel would
be too tough for Brits as UK holidaymakers
spent almost £20billion in EU countries
in 2014 – many of them as motorists.

The UK is already outside the Schengen
Area where people can move freely without
passports, but if we leave, new terms would
have to be negotiated, and drivers may need
their passports stamped at border crossings.

There’s also the EU Package Travel
Directive, which protects against issues
such as a package holiday organiser going
bust. Leaving the EU would nullify this, but
the UK has its own ATOL scheme which
already operates above EU legislation.

Brexit vote could affect
many areas of car industry.
It’s claimed insurance prices

could increase, trade could be
restricted and overseas travel

could become more difficult

Factory supply lines could be disrupted, but it’s hard to predict how prices could go

“Non-UK insurers may not be able
to operate, reducing competition
and increasing premiums”

THE

T
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Breakdowns
THIS week, the RAC has launched its new
comprehensive European breakdown
cover, offering protection in 48 countries
for nine passengers and up to £1,000
towards garage labour costs. Luckily, it
doesn’t expect EU-wide breakdown cover
to be affected if the UK should leave.

The AA backs that up, too. A spokesman
told us: “We don’t anticipate the EU
referendum will affect breakdown services.
The European motoring organisations have
long worked closely together to deal with
breakdowns in each other’s countries.”

Regardless of the vote, British rescuers
won’t leave you stranded at the roadside.

THIS w

Driving
abroad

IT’S unlikely licensing will be hugely
affected for those travelling abroad,
as bilateral agreements already exist
for a host of countries outside the EU.

This means that a UK licence is still
valid to drive on for a year before it
needs to be exchanged. Even with those
countries not in the agreement, you can
still drive on your licence for a year, but
then you have to take a new test.

The only issue with UK driving
licences in the EU referendum is
for UK nationals living abroad.

Currently, they don’t need to
exchange their driving licence at all,
but if we exit, they’ll have to exchange
it after 12 months and apply for a new
one, just like with non-EU countries.

Emissions
ALTHOUGH emissions are governed by
EU legislation, it’s not true that we’d be
free to have our own rules if we left.

Regulations should remain unchanged
as UK makers will still have to meet EU rules
to sell in Europe, while we’ll have to accept
cars complying with EU rules to drive here.

Car makers on the continent wouldn’t
want to adapt vehicles to meet different
UK requirements, either – and if they were
forced to, purchase prices would rocket.

Greg Archer, clean vehicles manager at
campaign group Transport & Environment,
added: “If we leave, we will have no say
over the regulations. The UK negotiated an
exception for Jaguar Land Rover from fuel
efficiency requirements – this wouldn’t
happen in the future. We are either in
the EU influencing the rules; or outside
accepting a system designed by others.”

Both the RAC and AA
back claims that European
assistance won’t be affected

“The motoring
organisations in
the EU have long
worked closely

together”

ALTHOU

Despite their name, Euro NCAP crash
test regulations – and their benefits
– would still apply to models built in
this country in the event of Brexit

Safety
THE UK sees itself at the forefront of
road safety, battling over many years
to bring down the number of people
killed or seriously injured on our roads.

Part of that is to make cars as safe as
they can be via Euro NCAP safety tests
and ratings, and despite its name, this
wouldn’t change if the UK votes out.

There’s nothing in the constitution
that restricts Euro NCAP to EU members,
while the word Euro purely identifies a
geographical area. Most current UK
vehicle safety regulations are based on
the Geneva Convention on Road Traffic,
and many countries not connected to
the EU are still signed up. Vehicle type
approval is already country specific to
comply with our own Road Traffic Act, too.

One area of concern for the Brexit is
the loss of the European Block Exemption
ruling, which allows owners to get cars
serviced outside of the main dealer
network without voiding a warranty.

Thatcham Research chief executive
Peter Shaw said: “There is a view
that any loss of the European Block
Exemption rulings could reduce dealer
competition, with parts’ costs potentially
increasing. Unfortunately, when price
pressure is brought to the new car
buying decision, it’s often the safety
options that are discarded first.”
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“When price pressure is put
on a new car purchase, the

safety features are often
discarded first”

Jobs
THERE’S a well documented skills gap in
the UK, and although millions of pounds
are being poured into domestic training,
homegrown talent needs supplementing.

Being part of the EU means experts and
specialists can be brought in to help the UK
remain at the forefront of car manufacturing.

The SMMT said the free movement
of workers in the EU is vital to spreading
best practice, and broadening expertise
and opportunity for UK engineers in
collaborative EU automotive projects.

One of the main concerns for those
backing a Brexit is the claim that EU
migrants take jobs from UK workers.

But this is disputed by pro-EU
companies who say leaving the EU
would stifle business investment in the
UK, and in itself, reduce the number of
jobs available for British employees.

Fuel prices
PETROL and diesel prices may not be

affected as much as motorists may expect,
according to both the AA and RAC. Both
organisations agree that it would likely
add between 2p and 4p a litre, and this is
merely based on the expected weakening
of the pound following a decision to leave.

The AA explained the price of fuel is, to
some degree, dependent on the sterling and
US dollar exchange rate. Both oil and fuel in
commodity markets are traded in dollars.

At the moment, a tonne of petrol coming
into the UK costs around $500. With the
pound currently worth $1.44, the cost of
petrol translates into 26.2p a litre. If the
outcome of the referendum weakens the
pound by 10 cents to $1.34, the cost of
petrol translates into 28.2p a litre –
2p a litre more expensive than now.

On the other hand, if the pound were
to strengthen by the same amount following
a vote, we’d be paying 2p a litre less.

The RAC supported the link between fuel
prices and the exchange rate, and added
that the greater influence remains the oil
price, which will be unaffected by the vote.

J
THERE’

PETROL

Many fear fuel prices
will increase, but this
is only likely if sterling
suffers after an exit vote

“The actual oil price is
the main influence, and
this will be unaffected”

All you need to know
When is the vote?
THE referendum takes place
on Thursday 23 June.

Who can vote?
BRITISH, Irish and Commonwealth
citizens over 18 who are a resident in
the UK, along with UK nationals living
abroad who have been on the electoral
register in the UK in the past 15 years
can vote. Members of the House of Lords
and Commonwealth citizens in Gibraltar
will also be eligible, unlike in a general
election. Citizens from EU countries
will get a vote, other than those
from Ireland, Malta and Cyprus.

How do you vote?
IT’LL be similar to other elections. If you
have registered to vote, you’ll be sent a
polling card telling you when voting
takes place and where you should go to
vote on 23 June. Alternatively you will
also be able to opt to vote by post. You
simply mark an X in the relevant box
on your ballot paper and submit it.

Do I have to register to
vote in the referendum?
IF you are a British, Irish or
Commonwealth citizen on the electoral

register, you will already be able to vote.
If you’re not yet registered, you have
until midnight on Tuesday 7 June to
submit an application for a vote. The
deadlines for applying for a postal vote
are 5pm on Friday 3 June in Northern
Ireland and 5pm on Wednesday 8 June
for the rest of Great Britain.

Will it just be a case
of adding up the Stay
and Leave votes?
VOTES will be counted and added up,
with a straight majority needed to
provide the result. There is no minimum
turnout needed for a vote to be valid.

When and how
will the results
be announced?
COUNTING will start when polls
close at 10pm on Thursday 23 June,
at 382 local centres around the UK.
These local results will be declared
as the counts are completed before
being collated at 12 regional centres,
which will also declare the totals.
A chief counting officer will then
announce the overall result at
Manchester Town Hall.
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“It’s quieter and smoother than
the diesel, and this works well
with the calm character to give a
sophisticated driving experience”

AudiA3Sportback

GOLF GTI CLUBSPORT
Verdict as VW marks hot
hatch’s 40th birthday
with 286bhp special.

32

FIRST DRIVEWe drive updated premium hatch with 1.0-litre engine

AUDI has updated its A3 range with
a few visual tweaks, a revised engine

range and more in-car tech. The new design
is very subtle, and is limited to a wider
grille, narrower headlights and a squarer-
looking rear end – but the most important
changes are underneath the bodywork.

These start with this new 1.0-litre three-
cylinder engine, which quickly proves a
welcome addition to the range. It feels really
well suited to the A3 and could even tempt
you away from the best-selling 1.6-litre TDI
model. Prices haven’t been decided for the
UK yet, but this newcomer is likely to be quite
a bit cheaper than an equivalent A3 diesel.

Power and torque figures of 113bhp and
200Nm might not sound like much in a car
based on the VW Golf, but performance is
better than the 1.6 diesel’s; the A3 dashes
from 0-62mph in 9.9 seconds and hits a top
speed of 128mph. It has plenty of mid-range
punch, and while it’s a bit lacking at higher
speeds, it doesn’t feel underpowered.

This 1.0-litre petrol car is much quieter
and smoother than the diesel model –
a quality that works with the A3’s calm
character to produce a very sophisticated
driving experience. When you push it a bit
harder, the petrol unit gives a pleasant

thrum, and with 62.7mpg claimed economy
and a £2,000 or so lower list price, it could
even end up matching the 70.6mpg 1.6
diesel’s impressive running costs.

The three-cylinder unit is lighter, too,
weighing just 88kg, which not only helps
with efficiency and performance, but aids
handling as well. It’s keener to turn than
larger-engined models, and although the
steering is still sightly lacking in feel, this
model is reasonably good to drive.

A BMW 1 Series or Mazda 3 is ultimately
more involving, but the Audi will tick a lot of
boxes for lots of people. The ride was smooth
on our drive, although we’ll have to try it in
the UK before we can give a definitive verdict.

The seven-speed automatic gearbox we
tried offers smooth shifts and works well in
the majority. When changing gear in manual
mode, there is a bit of lag before it engages,
but this is less noticeable in the 1.0-litre
model than in higher-powered versions.

While the diesels will continue to account
for the bulk of sales, this 1.0-litre could be a

SamNaylor
Sam_Naylor@dennis.co.uk

@SamNaylor_AE
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Caption to go in
space here please

Caption to go in
space here please

Verdict

FIAT TIPO ESTATE
We’ve driven practical
family hatch. Now we
try roomy Sport Wagon.

JAGUAR F-PACE
Behind the wheel
of sporty six-cylinder
diesel version of SUV.

McLAREN 570GT
Sensational 562bhp
road car could be the
best McLaren yet.

LEXUS GS 450h
Petrol-electric executive
saloon goes under the
knife, and we drive it.

35 36 38 40

Facelifted A3 gets subtle design tweaks, including a squarer, flatter rear end and sharper tail-lights, plus a wider grille at the front

AudiA31.0 TFSI
Price: £19,000 (est)

Engine: 1.0-litre 3cyl petrol

Power/torque: 113bhp/200Nm

Transmission: Seven-speed auto,
front-wheel drive

0-62mph: 9.9 seconds

Top speed: 128mph

Economy: 62.7mpg

CO2: 104g/km

ON SALE July

great choice. And although we haven’t
tried this entry-level engine with a manual
gearbox yet, we suspect that might be
a better fit, especially as you’ll save
money on the purchase price, too.

The new in-car tech is one of the
highlights of the facelifted A3, as the car
now offers Audi’s brilliant Virtual Cockpit.
This puts everything that a traditional
infotainment system would have –
like music, settings and phone – on
a central screen right in front of the
driver. Even the sat-nav mapping can
be displayed in between the digital dials.

It’s an excellent system, and not only
feels upmarket and futuristic, but is very
useful as well, since you never have to
look too far from the road ahead. It’s part
of a well designed and classy-looking
interior, feeling much like Audi’s larger
models from behind the wheel.

The system costs £1,395 and includes
sat-nav, smartphone connectivity and

wireless phone charging, making it one
of the slickest media packages around.

The new A3 is just as practical as ever,
especially in the five-door Sportback
bodystyle tested here. While the boot isn’t
the biggest in the family hatch class – it has
a 365-litre capacity, which is only a little
bigger than in a BMW 1 Series – the car is
still spacious when compared with rivals,
with lots of room in the front and back seats.

As before, there’s a three-door hatch, a
four-door Saloon and a four-seat Cabriolet,
too. New safety kit across the range includes
rear cross-traffic warning, Audi’s Pre-Sense
crash system and traffic jam assist.

You get xenon lights, cruise control, auto
lights and wipers, and a retractable seven-
inch display screen as standard. Another neat
tech feature is the optional built-in SIM card.
This gives you Internet access, plus live traffic
updates and other features in the car for
three years. The deal can be extended by
your dealer if you own the car for longer.

AUDI’S new A3 provides more of
the same refinement and classy
feel, but with a few key upgrades
to make it even more tempting.
The 1.0-litre engine is a fine
choice, being both economical
and good to drive, while the
impressive Virtual Cockpit offers
a welcome tech boost. On the
road, though, the A3 isn’t quite
as good to drive as its rivals,
and can get pricey if you start
adding optional extras.

★★★★★

PRACTICALITY There’s a 365-litre
boot in the A3 Sportback, which is
slightly bigger than in a Mercedes
A-Class. It’s a useful shape, and the
seats fold flat to increase capacity

INTERIOR Audi’s Virtual Cockpit
lets you view the sat-nav and

driving info in instrument display.
The package costs £1,395 with

smartphone connectivity included

EQUIPMENT Safety kit on offer
includes adaptive cruise – guided by
radar sensor (above) – traffic jam assist
and Pre-Sense, which can close windows
and tighten seatbelts in event of a crash

NEED TO KNOW
Along with the new 1.0-litre, 1.4
and 2.0-litre TFSI petrol engines
are available in the latest model
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Newcars Volkswagen Golf GTI Clubsport

O
tis

Clay

Twin exhausts hint at extra potential of Clubsport’s uprated engine; in corners, recalibrated springs and dampers give decent poise

Essentials

Volksw
FIRST UKDRIVE 40th birthday hot hatch special is themost potent GTI yet. But is it themost fun?

PRACTICALITY Boot is same size as
in regular GTI, offering a 380-litre capacity.
Fold 60:40 split rear seats, and this rises to
a maximum of 1,270 litres. Three-door can’t
match the five-door for versatility, though

EQUIPMENT Standard Recaro sports
seats hold the driver and front passenger
tight, while other kit exclusive to the new
GTI Clubsport includes a flat-bottomed
steering wheel with an Alcantara rim

BRAKES Distinctive red calipers grip the
uprated 380mm diameter discs, and give
the newcomer impressive stopping power.
Stylish 18-inch alloy wheels are unique
to the Clubsport, and look fantastic, too

VolkswagenGolfGTI
Clubsport Edition40DSG

Price: £32,350

Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl turbo

Power/torque: 286bhp/350Nm

Transmission: Six-speed twin-clutch
auto, front-wheel drive

0-62mph: 6.3 seconds

Top speed: 155mph

Economy: 40.9mpg

CO2: 158g/km

ON SALE Now

“There’s cast-iron body control and very little roll,
plus the steering is precise and well weighted”

A 40TH birthday usually merits a big
party, so it’s no surprise VW has pulled

out all the stops to celebrate four decades of
the Golf GTI – the car that set the hot hatch
ball rolling in 1976. Not happy with a simple
special edition, the brand has unleashed
the fastest and most track-focused GTI yet.

The GTI Clubsport Edition 40 gets a hefty
power hike, various suspension upgrades
and an aggressive new look. We’ve driven
the pocket rocket on track in Portugal (Issue
1,399), but how does it fare on UK roads?
We tried an early left-hand-drive model.

It certainly looks the part, and you needn’t
be a GTI fan to spot the differences over the
standard car. There’s a deeper front bumper
with larger air intakes and race-inspired
turning vanes, plus unique 18-inch alloys
and natty Clubsport decals. At the rear is a
tailgate spoiler and a gloss black diffuser
housing two large-diameter exhausts.

Inside, the changes are more subtle. The
driver and passenger get figure-hugging,

NEED TO
KNOW
The Clubsport
is available as
a three or five-
door and with
a choice of six-
speed manual
and DSG auto
transmissions

high-backed Recaro seats, while the flat-
bottomed three-spoke steering wheel
features a lovely Alcantara-wrapped rim.
So, is the Clubsport all show and no go?

Twist the key in the ignition and the
venerable EA888 2.0-litre turbo fires before
settling to a burbling idle. Power has been
boosted from 217bhp to 261bhp – far less
than in models such as the SEAT Leon Cupra
and Honda Civic Type R. But if you’re in third
gear or above, an overboost facility unleashes
a heady 286bhp for up to 10 seconds. As a
result, VW claims both six-speed manual
and DSG auto versions of the Clubsport
will do 0-62mph in just 6.3 seconds.

Yet on the road you need to work the
engine hard to harness the extra potential,
with the additional urge only really noticeable
above 5,000rpm, where the engine pulls with
real aggression and delivers a sporty rasp
from its tailpipes. Lower down in the range

the 2.0-litre gets the same healthy 350Nm
torque output as the standard GTI, so in
most situations it doesn’t feel any quicker.

You’ll feel the biggest changes when you
point the Clubsport’s nose down a twisting
back road. In a bid to sharpen the handling,
VW engineers have recalibrated the springs,
dampers and bumpstops, plus there’s an
electronically controlled differential that
shuffles power between the front wheels
in an attempt to boost traction and reduce
understeer. Also included are bigger-
diameter 380mm front brakes from the
Performance Pack GTI, and like the Golf R
you can fully disable the stability control.

Turn into a corner and the Clubsport feels
composed and poised. There’s cast-iron body
control and very little roll, plus the steering
is precise and well weighted – although it
turns in more lazily than the razor-sharp Civic
Type R. Yet while there’s decent grip, the

James Disdale
James_Disdale@dennis.co.uk
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Verdict

Steering is well weighted,
but new Golf has difficulty
controlling its extra power

GOLF GTI fans are likely to find
the chance to purchase a limited-
edition celebration special of this
pioneering hot hatch difficult to
resist. Yet while the Clubsport
looks the part and has all the
right mechanical ingredients,
it can’t beat hardcore hot hatch
rivals in terms of driving thrills
and performance, plus it’s
expensive and lacks the all-
round appeal of Volkswagen’s
brilliant standard model.

★★★★★

Golf struggles to contain its more muscular
engine’s power. Accelerate out of a slow bend
and the inside front Bridgestone tyre starts
spinning, while through faster bends the VW
washes wide far sooner than a Civic, or even
a Leon Cupra. Ultimately, it’s not as involving
to drive on road or track as these faster rivals.

Our car was also fitted with the optional
£830 Dynamic Chassis Control dampers,
which are retuned for the Clubsport. As a
result, even in the Comfort setting the Golf
fidgets uncomfortably at low speed, while
bigger potholes send a crash through the
cabin. A standard GTI with this set-up rides
like a luxury limo by comparison, yet is nearly
as sharp and composed in Dynamic mode.

Another stumbling block for the Clubsport
is its price. Our three-door DSG model costs
£32,350; just £250 less than the equivalent
Golf R, which is faster and delivers a better
balance of driving fun and everyday usability.
Still, with just 1,000 Clubsports coming here,
buyers will have exclusivity on their side.

wagenGolfGTIClubsport
40th birthday hot hatch special is themost potent GTI yet. But is it themost fun?

Performance
0-62mph/top speed

6.3 seconds/155mph

Running costs
40.9mpg (official)

£54 fill-up



Bosch Aerotwin now works with Power Protection Plus – innovative wiper
rubber technology with a patented coating. Just one wipe has three advantages! 

� Perfect wiping performance without streaks
� Longer service life in all weather conditions  
� Quiet wiper action and quality performance

For more details visit www.boschautoparts.co.ukFor more details visit www.boschautoparts.co.uk
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Verdict

NEED TO
KNOW
Practical Tipo
estate costs
exactly £1,000
more spec-for-
spec than the
hatchback model

Running costs
76.3mpg (official)

£55 fill-up

INTERIOR
After characterful
designs of the 500
and Panda, the
Tipo’s dull cabin
comes as a bit of
a disappointment

“Body is 20cm longer
than the hatch’s, and
extra space translates
to more headroom”

CO2/tax
98g/km

£0

FiatTipoStationWagon
FIRST DRIVE Estate offers an abundance of space, but lacks a little flair

Essentials

WHILE we won’t be getting the new
Fiat Tipo saloon in the UK, buyers will

have a choice between the hatchback
model and the Station Wagon (estate)
version driven here. Both share engine
and transmission choices, as well
as the same three specification levels.

The top-selling engine is likely to be
this 1.6-litre diesel with 118bhp, which
is our pick of the range. The 1.4-litre turbo
petrol is a decent unit – and it’s quieter
than the diesel – but the 1.6’s fuel economy
and emissions (76.3mpg and 98g/km)
are key for a car like this, especially as
it has the performance to back them up.

Of course, the most important thing for
the Tipo estate is its practicality. The hatch
is already a versatile choice, and this version
only adds to that. There’s a 550-litre boot,
which is 110 litres up on the five-door and
10 litres larger than the pricier Vauxhall
Astra Sports Tourer’s. It’s a well shaped
load bay, with a useful storage cubby
below the floor and two pockets at the
sides. You can remove the separators to
add extra space for larger items as well.

The rear seats fold flat, and you can fit
items up to 1.8 metres long in the back as
the body is 20cm longer than the hatch’s.
This extra space also translates to more
headroom, as the roof doesn’t slope down
over the rear passengers’ heads. There’s
still plenty of legroom back there, too.

As in the hatch, the strong kit list is the
Tipo’s saving grace against rivals like the
Vauxhall – which is better to drive, more
upmarket and stylish, and nearly as practical.
You can buy an Astra ST 1.6 CDTi (with a
bit less power) for a comparable £18,285,
and we reckon it’s worth the extra.

Still, go for a lower-spec Tipo and you’re
getting a very practical car for as little as
£13,995. It’s not bad to drive, with a refined,
comfortable manner, but the numb steering,
excessive body roll and high driving position

Fiat TipoStationWagon
1.6MultiJet 120

Price: £17,995

Engine: 1.6-litre 4cyl diesel

Power/torque: 118bhp/320Nm

Transmission: Six-speed manual,
front-wheel drive

0-60mph: 10.1 seconds

Top speed: 124mph

Economy: 76.3mpg

CO2: 98g/km

ON SALE September

THE Fiat Tipo makes more sense
as an estate, as it offers loads of
space for the money; both in the
boot and in the cabin. It’s a little
noisier on the move than the hatch,
but otherwise drives very similarly,
which means it’s refined and
comfortable – if slightly dull. It’s
a bit expensive, though, and that
price puts it closer on paper to
much more accomplished rivals.

★★★★★

PRACTICALITY The underfloor
storage and side pockets are useful
for packing in lots of stuff, and can be
removed easily if you need to squeeze
bigger items like suitcases or bikes in

EQUIPMENT With the rest of the
interior feeling a bit bland, the Tipo’s
sporty-looking dials are welcome, and
the large speed readout is easy to see

SamNaylor
Sam_Naylor@dennis.co.uk

@SamNaylor_AE

S
Sam

remove any sporty feel. Many buyers won’t
mind that, though. What they might mind is
the dated-looking interior. It’s solidly built,
but the patterned plastic and cheap seats
aren’t worthy of an £18,000 car. While the
layout is simple to use, we’d expect more
flair from Fiat; its other cars, like the Panda
and 500, are much quirkier inside and out.
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FIRST DRIVE Is SUV as much of a star with punchy six-cylinder diesel?

Essentials

GIVEN the increasing number of SUVs
available to UK buyers, it’s surprising

just how few are even remotely sporty. The
Porsche Macan is one exception, but now
Jaguar is claiming to have finally put the
sport into its new sport utility vehicle.

The F-Pace stormed its way to the top of
the mid-sized SUV class when we tested the
178bhp 2.0-litre diesel version against two
key rivals (Issue 1,420). It’s that model
which will make up the bulk of sales, but for
those who want a bit more punch, there’s
the option of a 296bhp 3.0-litre six-cylinder
– tested here in the UK for the first time.

Available only in top-spec S trim, it’s
priced from £51,450 (the same as the
supercharged V6 petrol model). But as
you’d expect, the kit list is extensive, with
an eight-inch touchscreen, reversing camera
and sat-nav, while all-wheel drive, leather
plus a Meridian sound system feature, too.

There’ll be few grumbles about kit; in fact,
in terms of overall package, the F-Pace hits

the spot. If there’s a niggle, it’s the interior.
Aesthetically, we’ve no issues, but it’s a copy
of the XE and XF’s – and doesn’t feel all that
special against rivals like the Mercedes GLC.

But that’s where the negatives end.
Visually, the F-Pace has to be one of the most
handsome SUVs on the market, which you’ll
soon notice from all the attention it attracts.

Interior resembles XE’s, but is comfortable. Sat-nav is standard, as is reversing camera

Jaguar F-Pace3.0dS
Price: £51,450

Engine: 3.0-litre 6cyl turbodiesel

Power/torque: 296bhp/700Nm

Transmission: Eight-speed auto,
four-wheel drive

0-62mph: 6.2 seconds

Top speed: 150mph

Economy: 47.1mpg

CO2: 159g/km

ON SALE Now

AT over £50,000, the 3.0-litre diesel
F-Pace doesn’t come cheap. In fact,
the Porsche Macan S undercuts it by
more than £5,000. But this is likely
to be the only reservation buyers
will have with this particular version.
The effortless performance, agile
responses and impressive all-round
packaging mean it’s a convincing
proposition for someone wanting a
sporty SUV. That said, there’s better
value to be had in the excellent 2.0d.

★★★★★

BOOT F-Pace has the largest boot in
its class, at 650 litres – 100 litres more
than the BMW X3. The 40:20:40 split-
fold rear seats boost flexibility

PRACTICALITY The tall, long body
means there’s good passenger space in
the front and rear. Knee and headroom
for adults is a match for rivals, too

EQUIPMENT An eight-speed
auto box and four-wheel drive are
included as standard, as well as sat-nav,
Bluetooth, DAB radio and cruise control

JonathanBurn
Jonathan_Burn@dennis.co.uk

@Jonathan_burn

Short overhangs, a slippery body and huge
22-inch wheels on our test car go some way
to achieving the sports-car-on-stilts look.

Those enormous wheels are a £1,600
option, though, and as a trade off, you will
have to put up with a slightly fidgety ride.
It’s comfortable enough for the most part,
but when 1,884kg of SUV crashes into a
pothole, you’re going to feel it. On smaller
rims, the F-Pace is better behaved, offering
a perfect compromise of ride comfort and fun.

The muscular band of torque – 700Nm in
total – effortlessly shepherds you down the
road, with seamless upshifts from the eight-
speed automatic gearbox. The engine isn’t
the most sonorous six-cylinder, but there’s
no questioning its effectiveness.

What impresses more is the F-Pace’s
ability to belie its size. It may hide a 650-
litre boot and generous rear passenger
space, but the steering is direct and body
control taut. It means the car handles
more like a sports saloon than an SUV –
exactly the result Jaguar was aiming for.
PAGE 60: Latest on our Jaguar XE

Running costs
47.1mpg (official)

£72 fill-up
JaguarF-Pace

Diesel F-Pace is
fast, but optional
alloys affect ride



British Racing Green, Papaya Orange or Ferrari Red? Colour is a personal thing.

Experience the richness of your car’s true colour with Autoglym’s best in class products. The pride derived
from a flawless surface as you admire your car is one of life’s simple pleasures.

Whether you are just starting your journey or are an experienced traveller, join us on the road to reveal
your True Colours. There will never be a dull moment.

E X P E R I E N C E
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McLaren570GT
FIRST DRIVE Road-biased sports car is the finest McLaren yet

McLAREN has come a long way over the
past five years, and the 570GT is the

culmination of its endeavours. And it is,
without question, a huge achievement.

But it’s also a different kind of sports
car to the ones McLaren has made up until
now. Why? Because the 570GT is an out-
and-out road car – an automobile that’s
been designed specifically to be used every
day on regular roads by regular (and rather
wealthy) drivers. It is, as the name suggests,
a Grand Tourer – which is a car designed to
be altogether more comfortable cruising
along a motorway than it is thundering
towards the next apex on a race track.

That’s not to say the 570GT is in any way
the soft option among McLarens, however,
because it really isn’t. The suspension may
be 10-15 per cent less stiff front and rear
and the steering rack might also have been
re-engineered to be two per cent less manic
in its responses, but beneath its elegant
new rear window, the GT boasts exactly
the same 562bhp 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8
as the theoretically more sporting 570S.

Its seven-speed dual-clutch gearbox
is also identical to that of the 570S. The
only real areas in which the GT differs
from the S, in fact, are visually. That
new window doesn’t just look more
stylish, as it also hinges away from the
kerb depending on whether the car is left
or right-hand drive. Open up the rear hatch,
and you’ll find a beautifully trimmed load
area that boasts 220 litres of extra luggage
space. On top of this, you still have a
decent-sized boot in the nose, making this
more practical than any previous McLaren.

Inside, the GT looks and feels similar
to the S, yet it is different. The design is
fundamentally unchanged, but the overall
refinement levels and the absence of noise
on the move distinguish the GT above

and beyond the regular S. And you get
slightly more equipment as standard, too,
including full leather for things like the rear
parcel shelf and the new electric seats.

On the move, the GT feels immediately
more soothing and less excitable than
the S. You notice the softer suspension
straight away; it’s smoother and quieter
overall. That steering might be slightly
more relaxed, but it still turns in to
corners beautifully, with a well
rounded precision to its front-end bite.

As in the S, there are three drive modes:
Normal, Sport and Track. In Normal with
the transmission set to auto, the 570
is a remarkably comfortable, refined long-
distance cruiser, notably more so than its
louder, harder-riding sibling. In fact, when
you climb out of the GT after a lengthy
slog on the motorway, you feel a lot less
shaken around than you would in an S.

And yet, if you twist the magic button
on the centre console to Sport or Track, the
GT shows its naughty side. With sharper
responses from its suspension, engine and
box, it turns from a relatively refined cruiser
into a full-blown sports car in a heartbeat.

Our test model featured a sports exhaust
system, and it sounded utterly magnificent
at full throttle. It was quiet when we needed
it to be, though, so we’d recommend
specifying it from the extensive options list.

Straight-line performance is still blistering
when you feel the need to bend the space-
time continuum, with 0-60mph taking just
3.3 seconds (two-tenths slower than the S).
The GT also has a 204mph top speed.

On the scales, this car is around 40kg
heavier than the S, but it’s hard to tell. All
the above means the GT actually has the
broadest dynamic repertoire of any McLaren.
Under one roof, it proves its worth as a
genuine GT car, a genuine sports car and
a genuinely drop-dead-gorgeous luxury
car as well – all at the same time. It is,
without a doubt, the best McLaren yet.

“McLaren 570GT can turn from a
relatively refined cruiser into a full-
blown sports car in a heartbeat”

Steve Sutcliffe
mail@autoexpress.co.uk
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570GT
Road-biased sports car is the finest McLaren yet

Performance
0-60mph/top speed

3.3 seconds/204mph

Running costs
26.6mpg (official)

£78 fill-up

McLaren570GT
Price: £154,000

Engine: 3.8-litre twin-turbo V8

Power/torque: 562bhp/600Nm

Transmission: Seven-speed dual-clutch
auto, rear-wheel drive

0-60mph: 3.3 seconds

Top speed: 204mph

Economy: 26.6mpg

CO2: 249g/km

ON SALE Now

THE 570GT is the best, most
rounded road car McLaren has
ever produced – which we knew
after just 10 minutes behind the
wheel. And the further we drove the
£154,000 GT, the more convinced
we became. Despite being softer
than the S, it’s just as good to
drive and even easier to live with.
McLaren, it seems, has really hit its
stride now. Ferrari and co., take note.

★★★★★

EQUIPMENT Striking wheels hide
standard iron brakes, replacing the
carbon-ceramic set-up on the sportier
570S. Softer dampers feature, too

INTERIOR Centre console is covered
in leather and carbon fibre. Digital dials
provide all necessary information, from
engine temperature to speed and revs

SOFTER
Despite being
the 570S’s softer
sibling, the GT
costs £10,750
more to buy

CABIN
Interior design
in similar to
570S’, yet comfort
and refinement
levels have
been improved
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Newcars Lexus GS 450h

Buying a new car?
Tell us about your experience
www.autoexpress.co.uk/driverpower

C02/tax
145g/km

£135 or 26%

JohnMcIlroy
John_McIlroy@dennis.co.uk

@johnmcilroy

Comingsoon

LexusGS450h
FIRST UKDRIVE Our verdict on revised hybrid executive

BMW i8
SPYDER 2017
Hi-tech sports
car should arrive
next year with the
same powerful
three-cylinder hybrid
powertrain as coupé

SUPERMINIS
Ford Ka+ summer
Ford Fiesta early 2017
Ford FiestaST200 June
Kia Rio 2018
Mitsubishi Mirage facelift mid 2016
Nissan Micra summer
Peugeot 208 2018
RenaultTwingo GT mid 2016
Renault 5 late 2017
SEAT Ibiza 2017
SEAT Mii X-Perience late 2016
Smart ForTwo Brabus late 2016
SuzukiSwift 2017
Suzuki Baleno June
Volkswagen Polo 2017

FAMILY CARS
Alfa Romeo Giulia September
Alfa Romeo Giulia Estate 2017
FiatTipo September
Honda Civic 2017
Honda FCV late 2016
Hyundai Ioniq October
Kia Optima estate summer
Jaguar XFSportbrake late 2017
MG5 2020
MINI Countryman late 2016
Nissan Leaf 2017
Porsche Panamera early 2017
Porsche Panamera estate late 2017
Renault MéganeSportTourer autumn
Subaru Impreza late 2016
Tesla Model 3 late 2017
Vauxhall Insignia mid 2017
VauxhallInsigniaSportsTourer late 2017
Volkswagen Golf facelift late 2016
Volkswagen XL3 2019

SPORTS CARS
Alfa 4CQuadrifoglio late 2016
Aston Martin DB11 summer
Aston MartinV8Vantage 2017
Aston MartinVanquish 2018
Audi A5 September
Audi A9 2018
Audi RS4 late 2016
AudiTT RS late 2016
AudiTTSportback 2017
AudiTTQ 2017
Bentley Continental GT 2018
BMW i8 Plus late 2016
BMWZ4 2017
Bugatti Chiron autumn
Caterham sports car 2018
Ford GT late 2016
Ford Mustang GT350 late 2016
Honda CR-Z 2017
Honda NSX autumn
Hyundai i30 N early 2017
Infiniti Q60 summer
Jaguar F-TypeSVR summer
Jaguar XE R late 2016
Kia GT4Stinger 2017
Lexus LC500 late 2016
Maserati Alfieri 2017
Maserati GranTurismo late 2017
McLaren 540 C summer
Mercedes-AMG C43 summer
Mercedes-AMG E 43 summer
Mercedes-AMG GT four-door 2017
MGTF replacement 2020
MINI JCW Clubman late 2017
Nissan Pulsar Nismo 2017
Peugeot 308 R HYbrid 2017
Peugeot 408 GT 2018
Porsche 718 Cayman mid 2016
Porsche Mission E 2020
Porsche Pajun 2018
Renault Alpine 2017
Toyota FT-1 (Supra) 2017
TVR sports car 2018
Vauxhall sports car 2019
Volkswagen Golf R400 late 2016
Volkswagen Golf GTI Mk8 2019

SUVs
Abarth 500X 2017
Alfa RomeoStelvio 2017
Aston Martin DBX 2018
Audi Q2 August
Audi Q5 late 2016
Audi Q6 2018
Audi Q7 e-tron late 2016
Audi Q8 2020
Audi RSQ2 2017
Bentley Bentayga Coupé late 2016
Bentley BentaygaSpeed late 2016
BMW 1SeriesSport Cross 2017
BMW i5 2017
BMWX2 spring 2017
BMWX3 late 2016
BMWX7 2018
Citroen Grand Cactus 2018
DS3SUV 2018
Ford Kuga facelift late 2016
Infiniti QX30 summer
Jaguar ‘Baby’ F-Pace 2018
Kia B-SUV 2018
Kia Niro Hybrid summer
Lamborghini Urus 2018
Land Rover Defender 2018
Land Rover Discovery 5 early 2017
Maserati Levante summer
Mazda CX-4 early 2017
Mazda largeSUV 2017
Mercedes GLCCoupé late 2016
MG GS summer
Mitsubishi ASX facelift autumn
MitsubishiShogun 2017
Nissan Juke summer 2018
Nissan Qashqai facelift 2017
Peugeot 2008 summer
Peugeot 3008 winter
Porsche Cayenne Coupé 2017
Qoros 2SUV summer
Qoros 3 CitySUV 2017
Renault Alaskan pick-up late 2016
Renault Koleos early 2017
Rolls-Royce Cullinan 2018
SEAT Ateca September
SEAT IbizaSUV late 2017
Skoda CoupéSUV 2017
Skoda Kodiaq 2017
Skoda Yeti 2018
SsangYongTivoli XLV late 2016
Suzuki Ignis spring 2017
Tesla ModelX summer
Toyota C-HR summer
Vauxhall Mokka X summer
Vauxhall largeSUV 2018
VolkswagenTiguan XL 2017
Volkswagen GolfSUV 2018
VolkswagenT-Cross 2018
VolkswagenTouareg 2018
Volvo XC40 2017
Volvo XC60 2018

PEOPLE MOVERS
RenaultScenic summer
VauxhallZafira X late 2016

CABRIOLETS
Audi R8Spyder late 2016
BMW i8Spyder 2017
BMW M2 Convertible 2017
Fiat 124Spider summer
Infiniti QX50 2017
Jaguar XE Convertible 2017
MercedesC-ClassCabriolet summer
MercedesS-ClassCabriolet summer

LUXURY CARS
Alpina B7 mid 2016
Audi A8 2017
BMW 5Series mid 2017
Infiniti Q80 2017
Lexus LF FC 2020
Rolls-Royce Phantom 2017
Volkswagen Phaeton 2018
VolvoS90 September
VolvoV90 late 2016
VolvoS90 Polestar 2018

LEXUS continues to push ahead with
a mix of petrol models and hybrids

in its line-up, eschewing the diesels that
dominate rival ranges. Now we’ve had
a chance to try the revised GS saloon
in sporty F Sport spec on UK roads.

The GS 450h combines a 3.5-litre V6
petrol engine and an electric motor to
produce 341bhp. Power goes to the
rear wheels via Lexus’s Shiftmatic
transmission – a CVT set-up that incorporates
six steps to make it feel like an automatic.

F Sport trim takes the already stylish
GS and focuses it further, with a different
grille, revised front bumper and aluminium
trim in the beautifully crafted cabin. The
sportier spec also brings larger 19-inch rims.

As a result, there’s a small increase in
CO2 emissions, nudging up from 141g/km
to 145g/km – enough to raise company car
Benefit in Kind tax from 25 per cent to 26
per cent. Fuel economy drops slightly, too.

On the road, the 450h is swift without
feeling fast. In fact, it hides its performance
potential well; the hybrid system gives you
that satisfying jump of acceleration, but
then the Shiftmatic takes over and you’re
left feeling detached from the experience.

Lexus claims it’s never had a complaint
about its drivetrain, yet we were disappointed
by the groans as the box sent revs skywards.
Things calm down on the motorway, though,
as the powertrain can cruise without feeling
strained. The F Sport’s larger wheels don’t
ruin the GS’s ride, either; they strike a fine
balance between body control and comfort.

The GS’s safety kit list has a few welcome
additions: you now get a pre-crash system
with pedestrian detection, adaptive
cruise control, lane keep assist
and traffic sign recognition.
F Sport models add adaptive
high beam, blind spot
monitoring and a system that
watches traffic as you reverse.

THE GS 450h is a handsome
leftfield alternative to the
mainstream executive contenders,
but nothing more than that. This
model fails to deliver the sporty,
involving drive to support its
F Sport badge, and forgoes
the GS hybrid’s key strengths –
fuel efficiency and low tax bills

– in the process. If you’re
considering a GS, stick with

the more modest GS 300h
and pocket the savings
on your company car bill.

★★★★★

LexusGS450hFSport
Price: £49,995

Engine: 3.5-litre V6, plus
electric motor

Power/torque: 341bhp/352Nm

Transmission: CVT automatic,
rear-wheel drive

0-62mph: 5.9 seconds

Top speed: 155mph

Economy: 45.6mpg

CO2: 145g/km

ON SALE Now
NEED TO KNOW
Lexus continues
its drive on hybrid
powertrains, with
no diesel options
available for the GS

Verdict
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Price: £265,155

Engine: 6.6-litre twin-turbo V12

Power/torque: 563bhp/780Nm

Transmission: Eight-speed auto, rear-wheel drive

0-62mph: 5.0 seconds

Top speed: 155mph

Official fuel economy: 20.0mpg

CO2/annual road tax: 330g/km/£505

Price: £38,495

Engine: 5.0-litre V8

Power/torque: 412bhp/530Nm

Transmission: Six-speed manual, rear-wheel drive

0-62mph: 4.9 seconds

Top speed: 155mph

Official fuel economy: 20.8mpg

CO2/annual road tax: 306g/km/£505

Price: £44,995

Engine: 2.0-litre supercharged 4cyl petrol

Power/torque: 310bhp/297Nm

Transmission: Five-speed manual, rear-wheel drive

0-60mph: 3.4 seconds

Top speed: 145mph

Official fuel economy: N/A

CO2/annual road tax: N/A/£230

Rolls-Royce Dawn Caterham Seven 620SFord Mustang
GT Convertible

Sky’s the limit

IF you’re after the last word in luxury open-top
motoring, the Rolls-Royce Dawn combines the
unrivalled opulence of the brand’s saloons
with stunning roof-down refinement.

FORD’S Mustang Convertible mixes old-school
American muscle with the added enjoyment of
roof-down cruising, giving you greater access
to the beautiful V8 burble in 5.0-litre GT form.

THE Caterham Seven 620S is the only car
here with a fully manual roof. Putting it up
or down takes time and experience, but the
joys of driving a Seven are hard to beat.
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Price: £14,855

Engine: 0.9-litre 3cyl turbo

Power/torque: 90bhp/135Nm

Transmission: Six-speed auto, rear-wheel drive

0-62mph: 11.7 seconds

Top speed: 96mph

Official fuel economy: 67.3mpg

CO2/annual road tax: 97g/km/£0

Price: £51,105

Engine: 2.5-litre flat-four turbo

Power/torque: 345bhp/420Nm

Transmission: Six-speed manual, rear-wheel drive

0-62mph: 4.6 seconds

Top speed: 177mph

Official fuel economy: 34.9mpg

CO2/annual road tax: 184g/km/£225

Price: £110,120

Engine: 4.7-litre twin-turbo V8

Power/torque: 330bhp/700Nm

Transmission: Nine-speed auto, rear-wheel drive

0-62mph: 4.6 seconds

Top speed: 155mph

Official fuel economy: 32.5mpg

CO2/annual road tax: 204g/km/£290

Smart ForTwo
Cabrio Passion

Porsche 718
Boxster S

Mercedes S 500
Cabriolet AMG Line

Summer is here, so we round up six of the best new convertibles to suit
every budget – from a sub-£15k city car to a £250k-plus luxury drop-top

NEW TOYOTA VERSO
vs VW TOURAN
Seven-seater MPVs go
head-to-head as updated
VersomeetsVolkswagen.

LIVINGWITH A...
JAGUAR XE
Whether it’s on country
roads or city streets, our
compact exec is a star.

52 60

CUTE Smart ForTwo Cabrio combines city car
proportions with the option to let the outside in.
Canvas roof can be rolled back in stages, and the
roof bars can be removed for the full effect.

CHANGES in the engine bay have altered the
Boxster’s character, enhancing performance
even further. But the car’s beautiful chassis
balance and surprising usability remain.

TAKING the plush cabin and fluid ride quality
of the S-Class saloon and Coupé, the S 500
Cabriolet is a fine cruiser. But its talents run
much deeper than just comfort and looks.
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PRICE: £14,855 ENGINE: 0.9-litre 3cyl, 90bhp

THES-Class Cabriolet isMercedes’ biggest
drop-top, and at the other endof the spectrum

sits the Smart ForTwoCabrio. At 2.6metres long, it’s
nearly half the length of the S 500 and is aworld away
fromits siblingwith twoseats andcompactpackaging.
There’s been anopen-top version of the Smart car

since 2000, and the latestmodel has just been given
thedrop-top treatment. Prices start at £14,260 for the
entry-level 70bhpPassion, andherewe test the90bhp
turbomodel. Theelectric roof features two-stage
opening, so you canpeel the canvas back to the edge
of the roof andkeep the rear glass in place, or you
can fold that down for the full cabrio experience.
Whichevermode you choose, the ForTwohas an

advantage over all the other cars here because you can
open and close the electric roof at any speed – even
on themotorway. It can go from fully closed to open
in 13 seconds,while putting the top back on takes
11 seconds, although youneed to press the roof
button twice to get the full open-top experience.
You can open the roof via the keyfob, so if you’ve

parked the car on awarmday, you can let somehot
air out before you climb aboard. Plus, in a longdry
spell, you can remove the roof bars over the doors
and stow them in the boot. Thatmeans
youonly get the half roof, but it

makes you feel evenmore exposed to
the elements. The twobars stow in a
moulded compartment that’s set into
the bootlid, yet it does encroach on the
already limited load space onoffer.
On themove, the Smart is

reasonably comfortablewith the roof
down, although atmotorway speedswith
the canvas top rolled halfway back, there’s a fair bit
of buffeting to contendwith. It’s far betterwith the
hood fully down, but that limits rearward visibility.
The rest of the Smart driving experience remains

intact, and this latestmodel is far better to drive than
its predecessors. There’s amodest amount of power,
so youfind yourself trying tomaintainmomentum
whenyou’re not stuck in traffic, yet the steering is
responsive andhas the bonus of London taxi levels of
lock,whichmakes tight urbanmanoeuvres a breeze.
Although the six-speed twin-clutch auto shifts

slowly anddoesn’t like to be rushed, it doesn’t suffer
from the jerkiness of the old gearbox,whichmakes
the ForTwo a lot smoother andmore enjoyable to
drive. The only real stickingpoint is the price, as the

Cabrio carries a £2,140
premiumover the
standard car.

detail xx
Caption into space here
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ForTwo’s steering
is responsive, and
while auto box is
slow to shift, it’s
still smooth. Roof
can be dropped at
any speed, but with
it rolled halfway
back, there’s a fair
bit of buffeting

LAST year, Porsche replaced thenaturally aspirated
engine in its 911with a turbounit – andnow the

Germanbrandhas turned to forced induction for its
smaller Boxster roadster. It’s also renamed the car, so it’s
nowofficially called the 718Boxster to commemorate
Porsche’s racer of the sixties. But there’s an evenbigger
bombshell in the engine bay: not only is the Boxster now
turbocharged, it’s no longer availablewith aflat-six.
Thenew2.5-litre flat-four in the Boxster S produces

345bhp,which allows the six-speedmanualmodel to
race from0-62mph in a claimed4.6 seconds. Andwith
420Nmof torque available fromas lowas 1,900rpm,
the 718 feels every bit as fast as its rapidfigures suggest.
In its predecessor, youhad towork the enginehard

to tap into its rich seamof power and access that glorious
noise, but in the 718Boxster S, the extra low-down
grunt provides incredible punchout of corners.
Youhave towait for the turbos to spool up, but throttle

response is still impressive and gets evenbetterwith revs.
It’s lost someof that razor-sharp response andhigh-end

Smart ForTwo Cabrio

Porsche 718BoxsterS
PRICE: £51,105 ENGINE: 2.5-litre flat-four turbo, 345bhp

Testers’ notes
“Removing the roof bars makes a big
diifference to the ForTwo’s open-top feel.
Storing them in a compartment in the boot
door is a clever touch, too, although it does
mean luggage space is almost halved.”

James Disdale Road test editor

uggage

Jame

Testers’ notes
“The debate over the 718 Boxster’s new
engine will go on, but there’s no doubt it’s
made the extra performancemore accessible.
Despite the new name, the Porsche is still one
of the most complete convertibles on sale.”

Sean Carson Senior road testerSe
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Plush red interior gives
718 Boxster S luxurious
feel; car is well balanced

and incredibly agile

thrill as themotor romps towards the red line, but thenew
turbo engine still revs freely to its 7,500rpm limiter.
However, you can’t help feeling slightly short changed

by thenoise, especiallywith the roof down.Our test car’s
sports exhaust enhances the gruff bark of theflat-four, and
while the engine definitely has presence, the thrashy,
mechanical note doesn’t always sound verymelodious.
One thing that hasn’t changed is the car’s incredible

balance and agility.With faster steering sourced from the
911 Turbo, rear suspension characteristics taken from the
CaymanGT4 and a 10mmlower chassis, the 718 reacts
to steeringwheel inputswith speed andprecision.
The PASMadaptive dampers deliver a composed and

controlled ride inNormal, but this is a sports car, so you’ll
still feel the connection to the road.Drop the suspension
into Sport and the 718 feelsmore aggressive. You canpush
it harder and lean on thehigh levels of grip, and the extra
torque allows you to adjust your line throughbends.
Plus,with a 375-litre boot, a comfy cabin and a roof that

retracts in 11 seconds, the 718Boxster S is usable every day.

Porsche 718BoxsterS
2.5-litre flat-four turbo, 345bhp
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THINKof a luxury limo, and theMercedes S-Class
is likely to spring tomind.However, the brand’s

relentless range expansionmeans you cannowget
S-Class luxury in three different guises. There have been
SEC-badged two-door coupés in the past, but the current
line-upgoesonebetter, as it features theS-ClassCabriolet.
Like the S-Class Coupé, the drop-top comes as a

V8-powered S 500 and S63AMG, aswell as a range-
topping S65AMGwith a V12 engine. But even the
‘entry-level’ S 500 is a sharp performer. It has a claimed
0-62mph sprint timeof 4.6 seconds and a top speed
limited to 155mph, although theCabriolet ismore
about cruising luxury thanoutright pace.
The cabin isn’t far behind theRolls-RoyceDawn’s

for upmarket appeal,which is quite an achievement
when you consider that the S 500 costs half asmuch
to buy. There’s plenty of plush leather inside andwood
veneers on the dash anddoors,while themulti-layered
canvas roof can behad in a choice of colours. And
theCabriolet is just as tech-laden as the saloon.
You get two large high-resolution screenswith all

the useful info in front of the driver,while adaptive
LEDheadlights are also standard. Air-suspension
canbe switched betweenComfort and Sport settings

depending onhowyouwant to drive. Go for the £4,995
optional Premiumpackage, and youbenefit from
massage seats in the front, 360-degree cameras, a
premiumBurmester sound system, heated armrests
and aneckheater,which blowswarmair forward
from the base of the headrests. If you’re feeling even
moreflush, thenMercedes also offers a £2,660
headlight upgrade that adds Swarovski crystals.
Open the front armrest, and you’ll find the lever to

operate the fully electric canvas roof. It’s joined by a
switch that drops all fourwindows at once, and another
that raises the rearwinddeflector and E-Class Cabriolet-
style header rail deflector,which is designed to reduce
turbulence in the cabin. The top folds in 18 seconds and
canbe raised in a slightly slower 19.3 seconds – plus,
it can be done at speeds of up to 37mph (60km/h).
With the roof down, theMercedes is pretty refined,

although there is a noticeable amount of buffeting at
speeds over 50mph, evenwith thewinddeflectors in
place. Yet the plush ride and smooth and responsive
enginemean this is a great cruiser that lets youwaft
alongonawaveof torque. Sure, the individual back seats
are surprisingly cramped for such a large car, but the
S 500makes up for thiswith its sense of occasion.

Mercedes S-Class Cabriolet

Testers’ notes
“The Mercedes is enhanced at night by the
LED ambient lighting throughout the cabin.
You can change the colours and brightness
of the lights, and it adds another dimension
to driving with the roof down in the dark.”

Dean Gibson Deputy road test ed.

g w

Dean

PRICE: £110,120 ENGINE: 4.7-litre twin-turbo V8, 330bhp
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Testers’ notes
“Even though this Seven has Caterham’s S
pack, and is undoubtedly more usable, it still
delivers a raw driving experience. If you’re
after this level of involvement with a few
creature comforts, there’s nothing like it.”

Sean Carson Senior road testerSe

S 500 is ultra-
refined on the
move; add the
Premium pack
and you get
a Burmester
sound system;
cabin is plush,
but rear snug

CATERHAM’S Seven 620 takes things to the
next level in performance terms. Dropping a

Ford-sourced 2.0-litre supercharged four-cylinder
engine into the iconic British sports car makes for a
rabid lightweight machine in 620R form, but for this
latest 620S model, Caterham has dialled things
back slightly to deliver a more usable road car.

The S Pack adds a five-speed manual box with
longer gearing, so the 620S is actually a relatively
decent cruiser. Full weather protection and a heater
are also on the menu. Then there’s the optional
heated bucket seats. They cost a cool £1,000,
but if you want to use the Seven in the winter
months, they make the car much more habitable.

On top of this, the Sport suspension set-up isn’t
as harsh or as uncompromising as the 620R’s race-
tuned dampers, while 15-inch wheels also come as
standard. However, there are relatively narrow rear
tyres, so the 310bhp and 297Nm of torque will
make the rubber spin if you try to surge off the line.

The 620S is also manically fast. Dial the right
revs in, side-step the clutch and the 0-60mph sprint
will be over in just 3.4 seconds. But the potent
torque figure means this 610kg car doesn’t just
thrive on revs. You can surf the wave of performance
in the mid-range by short shifting and savouring
the snickety five-speed manual gearbox.

The soundtrack will be familiar to Caterham fans,
too, and even through our test car’s quieter track
day exhaust, the 2.0-litre unit’s bassy blare is easy
to hear. Yet with the buzzing supercharger roaring
away under the bonnet, there’s an extra element of
aural excitement to take into account here as well.

The 620S’s strong suit is common to all
Caterhams, though. The beautifully uncorrupted,
non-power-assisted steering ripples with feedback

and draws you into the driving experience even
further. Gel with the Seven, and it definitely feels
like it’s on your side – working with you to deliver
incredible driving enjoyment. And while the 620S
might not be the most practical convertible,
even in the wide body SV form of our test car,
nothing on the market offers quite the same
blend of crushing performance and usability.

However, these thrills don’t come cheap, as the
focused Caterham costs a substantial £44,995.

620S is full of
feel and sounds
great, while
five-speed box
is good to use.
Stripped-out
cabin contributes
to low 610kg
kerbweight

Caterham Seven 620S
PRICE: £44,995 ENGINE: 2.0-litre supercharged 4cyl, 310bhp
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FROM the moment you swing open the
expansive rear-hinged door of the Rolls-Royce

Dawn, it’s clear that you’re dealing with something
special. This £265,155 four-seat convertible exudes
opulence. Push the starter button, and the huge 6.6-
litre twin-turbo V12 sparks into life in near-silence.
It’s the same engine as in the sportier Wraith coupé,
only detuned to 563bhp here to better suit the
Dawn’s elegance and more relaxed character.

Extreme acceleration might not be a Rolls-Royce
trait, but don’t think this means this 2,560kg car is
slow. With 780Nm of torque on offer and an eight-
speed automatic gearbox, the Dawn serenely takes
off and whisks you forward. The 0-62mph sprint
takes 5.0 seconds, but the Roller’s strengths are
its long-legged lope and incredible comfort. The
transmission uses the sat-nav to select the right
gear for the section of road you’re on, while
the air-suspension cushions you imperiously.

The dampers control the chunky body with
velvety smoothness, but guide the delicate, narrow-
rimmed steering wheel into a corner, and the Dawn
takes a little longer to respond. You can carry
surprising speed but, with just one default driving
mode, this isn’t a car you hustle along. You revel in

the refinement as you cruise along peacefully. With
the roof down, tyre noise is almost non-existent,
and with the roof up, it’s as silent as the Wraith.
In fact, Rolls-Royce says the Dawn is the quietest
open-top car ever made, and it’s easy to see why.

Some convertibles look a little awkward with the
roof up, but the Dawn’s electrically folding canvas
top has been sculpted so the lines are as elegant
with it up as when it’s stowed. The sumptuous
interior shows off the British brand’s exquisite
craftsmanship, with wood veneers and plenty of
chrome and leather sending the right message.

Ensconced inside, with a glorious view down the
long bonnet and over the iconic Spirit of Ecstasy
grille mascot, you get an unrivalled level of comfort
for a cabriolet. It’s incredibly spacious in the back,
and with the top up there’s enough headroom in the
rear to give full-size adults plenty of space.

There are a few areas where the Dawn falls down,
though: at £265,155, it’s eye-wateringly expensive,
while BMW drivers will recognise some of the button
logos and the layout of the infotainment system.
Still, with bespoke features like the dainty
switchgear, it’s churlish to pick holes in such an
accomplished, superbly luxurious convertible.

Rolls-Royce Dawn
PRICE: £265,155 ENGINE: 6.6-litre twin-turbo V12, 563bhp

Testers’ notes
“The signature ‘suicide’ doors look great, but
they’re also a neat feature on this four-seat
convertible. They’re rear-hinged for excellent
access to the back with the roof up or down.
It’s pricey, but at least the Dawn is practical.”

James Disdale Road test editor

s p ey,

Jame

Dawn is ultra-luxurious. It’s
incredibly comfortable inside,
with slick, easy-to-use rotary

controller, and umbrellas come
into view when you open doors
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And here’s the new cabrio that
we’re unable to test in Britain

THERE’S one notable omission in our
test of 2016’s hottest new cabriolets
– the Range Rover Evoque Convertible.

It’s a controversial car, and one a
little removed from the sort of vehicle
typically produced by Land Rover.

However, response online and on
the news-stand shows that it is a
car that many readers have an interest
in and strong opinions about, and
we would be letting you down if we
failed to give it the coverage you
expect and that we think it deserves.
Our first drive report, based on an
event in France, was in Issue 1,413.

After the international launch – in
this case attended by our deputy news
editor Jonathan Burn – it’s common
practice for car manufacturers to then
hold driving events in the UK, as how
a model drives on British roads is
clearly of most relevance to buyers

here. Land Rover followed this route
with the Evoque Convertible, but for
the first time ever chose not to invite
Auto Express to attend. Unperturbed,
we requested a car for this test. Land
Rover told us it could not supply one.
We then asked for an indication when
we would be able to drive one in Britain.

However, Land Rover was
unprepared to tell us when – or
indeed if – we will get the chance to
drive this UK-built car on UK roads.

“We have other priorities,” we were
told. Clearly, we’re disappointed not
to be able to feature one of 2016’s
most talked about cars in our test.
But we think it’s important you know
that it’s not for the want of trying.

And for those who missed it first
time round, here’s what Jonathan had
to say about the Evoque Convertible
when he drove it in France…

Interior has
the sense of
occasion you
expect from
famous brand,
with top-quality
materials and
exquisite finish.
Refinement on
the move is
imperious, too

Rear-hinged doors
enhance the Dawn’s
luxury feel. Roof
folds quickly and
almost silently

Testers’ notes
“It won’t be to all tastes, but the SUV class is image-led and Land
Rover is taking full advantage. It demands practicality and performance
sacrifices, although if you’re considering one, that sort of stuff is
unlikely to matter. Land Rover could be tapping into a lucrative market,

and don’t be surprised to see others following in its footsteps.”

Jonathan Burn Deputy news editor
★★★★★
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FORDstruckgoldbybringing theMustang
to theUK. It’s competitively priced, has

sharp looks andwithhardly any rivals offering
something similar, it’s easy to seewhy there’s a
12-monthwaiting list for cars cominghere.
We’ve already tried the 2.3-litre EcoBoost

Convertible (Issue 1,420) andwere quite
impressed, but now it’s the turn of the V8model
to strut its stuff. Just like the EcoBoost, this
car has a two-stage roof,with amanual grab
handle that unlatches the canvas hood from the
windscreenheader rail, then a button retracts
the top electrically. Thewhole process takes 10.5
seconds,which is the fastest folding of the six
cars testedhere,while closing the roof takes 12.2
seconds – secondonly to the Porsche Boxster.
You can operate the roofwhilemoving, too, but
it onlyworks at amaximumspeed of 3mph,
whichhardlymakes it seemworthwhile.
When the roof is down, you get some

buffeting, but it’s notmuchworse than in the
Mercedes S 500, and the Ford doeswithout any
kind ofwinddeflector to smooth out airflow.
What you can really feel is the car flex and

move, as the chassis doesn’t have the stiffness
found in the coupé. Bumps in the road send
shudders through the cabin, and you can see the
car twist as youdrive through a series of bends.
Butwhat theMustang loses in composure it
more thanmakes up forwith its rumbling V8

Ford Mustang Convertible

Mustang is an accomplished
cruiser, as the car makes smooth
and serene progress in sixth gear

Rear seats don’t
offer a great deal
of space; cabin is
driver-focused
and full of retro
touches; 5.0-litre
V8 has a thrilling
soundtrack

soundtrack. This 5.0-litre enginenote
redeems any aural disappointment from
the EcoBoostmodel, and thewhole car
shimmies every time youblip the throttle.
Wind it up, and theMustangdelivers

fantastic straight-line performance,while
Ford’s TrackApps allowyou to perform
perfect standing starts, or there’s the Line
Lockmode so that your inner racer
can smoke through a set of rear tyres.
Yet the car is at its bestwhen you’re

taking it easy and soakingup the summer
sun. The V8 simply burbles along in sixth
gear at any speed, andwhile the ride is
on thefirmside, it’s comfortable enough
inmost situations.With the roof up, the
cabin is nearly as comfortable as the
coupé’s, yetwith that V8 soundtrack
just a press of your right foot away,
you’llwant any excuse to get the roof
down so you canhear it in all its glory.

PRICE: £38,495 ENGINE: 5.0-litre V8, 412bhp

Testers’ notes
“Not only is the Mustang’s roof mechanism
fast, it’s quiet, too. The electric motors work
away in silence, while the thick multi-layered
top makes the car nearly as quiet and refined
as the Fastback when the hood is in place.”

Sean Carson Senior road testerSe
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Toyota Verso
1.8 Icon CVT
Price: £22,155

Engine: 1.8-litre 4cyl, 145bhp

0-60mph: 9.7 seconds

Test economy: 32.3mpg/7.1mpl

CO2: 153g/km

Annual road tax: £185

Volkswagen Touran
1.2 TSI SE
Price: £23,660

Engine: 1.2-litre 4cyl, 108bhp

0-60mph: 11.0 seconds

Test economy: 34.2mpg/7.5mpl

CO2: 126g/km

Annual road tax: £110



www.autoexpress.co.uk 25May201653

Toyota Verso vs Volkswagen Touran Road tests

Pictures: Otis Clay
Location: Longcross Proving
Ground, Chobham, Surrey

We see if Toyota’s versatile
new Verso MPV has what
it takes to beat its VW rival

IT’S been a tough few years
for traditional MPVs. Despite

their space and practicality, these
sensible cars have struggled to
make a sales impression against
the ever-increasing waves
of fashionable crossovers.

No car highlights the struggles of
the people carrier more than the Toyota
Verso. The current version debuted in
2010, before receiving a thorough mid-
life makeover three years later. Yet
even this facelift wasn’t enough to lift
its fortunes, and the Verso has now
been treated to its second refresh in
as many years. The update brings more
kit, a revised line-up and an improved

interior, and aims to inject a much-
needed dose of desirability into this
practical, durable and dependable
car. So, has Toyota done enough to
lift the Verso to the top of the class?

To find out, we’ve put it head-to-
head with another no-nonsense
MPV. The Volkswagen Touran is
smartly styled, solidly built and
thoughtfully designed, plus it
delivers composed driving dynamics
and strong refinement. It’s not
all change, though. While rival
firms downsize their engines,
Toyota has stuck with more
traditional units. We sample the
tried-and-tested 1.8-litre petrol here.

Pictur Otis Cla

We see if Toyota’s versatile
new Verso MPV has what

appeal
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MODEL TESTED: Toyota Verso 1.8 Icon CVT
PRICE: £22,155 ENGINE: 1.8-litre 4cyl, 145bhp

TOYOTAhasmildly updated its Versomodel
for 2016, and as it’s a family-friendlyMPV, the

additions are important. The company’s Safety Sense
tech is nowstandard across the range,while the
engine range remains the same.Herewe test the
£22,155 1.8-litre petrol CVT auto in Icon trim–
although the car in our pictures is aDesignmodel.

Styling 3.4/5
MOSTof the upgrades for this 2016 Toyota Verso are
inside, so from the exterior itwill look fairly familiar.
There’s a newalloywheel design available to upgrade
fromour Icon test car’s standard 16-inchwheels, and
apart from thenew£495 PlatinumBronzemetallic
paint colour onourmodel, it’s business as usual.
The Verso’s design focusesmore on functionality

thanflair, but there are some stylingflourishes.
Strongbonnet creases radiate out from thepointy
nose,while the grille connects the badge and
headlights,widening towards the frontwings.
A separate black bumper insert below thismakes
the Verso look a littlemore aggressive again, and
thewide-spaced foglights sit just in front of a
defined curve that follows the line of thewheelarch.
Toyota’s family design isn’t themost distinctive,

however. Compared to the Volkswagen Touran’s
solid surfaces, the Verso’s styling looks less cohesive,
while from the rear the car’s appearance ismuch
simpler, apart from themore glitzy tail-lights.
There’s notmuchdetailing down theflanks, so

brushpast this and open the door and you’remet by
a similarly familiar cabin. Like the outside, the Verso
doesn’t lookmuchdifferent to its predecessor,with
theminor updates including anewmultifunction
leather steeringwheel anddifferent seat trim.
While these additions have sprucedup the

interior, there are still someold-school features.
Aswith the brand’s Priusmodel, the instruments
sit in the centre of the dashboard and are angled
towards the driver, although they’re not as hi-tech
as the hybrid car’s dials and look a little dated.
Build quality is robust, and although the

Verso’s plastics are solid,material quality isn’t
as strong as in the VW,with amix of textures
on the dashboard and centre console.
The Toyota’s interior doesn’t feel as upmarket.

However, for amid-spec trim level, this Iconmodel
gets a fair level of kit,with cruise control and the
Touch 2multimedia system featuringDAB radio,
Bluetooth and a rear-view camera as standard.
Climate control and thenewSafety Sense package
feature on the equipment list, too, although sat-
nav is a £750option, andwhile a reversing camera
helpswhenmanoeuvring, if youwant parking
sensors these add another £400 to the price.
But even though its dimensions aremore compact

than the Touran’s, for the Verso’s core purpose, the
car still packs in a respectable level of practicality.

Driving 3.5/5
THANKS to itsmore powerful 145bhp 1.8-litre petrol
engine, the Toyotawas the faster car on test, covering
the 0-60mph sprint in 9.7 seconds at the track. But
theCVT automatic gearboxmeant it couldn’t record
any in-gear times as the transmissionholds the
engine revs at the optimumpoint formaximum
accelerationwhen youput your foot to thefloor.
As a result, the Toyota undercut the VWbetween

30 and 70mph, taking8.8 seconds. And as the Verso

produces only 5Nmmore torque (180Nm) atmuch
higher revs than the Touran’s smaller 1.2-litre turbo,
the downside of the box is that even if you ask for
only amoderate burst of acceleration, it can send the
engine screaming. In contrast, the VWdelivers
its torque smoothly, lowdown in the rev range.
MostMPVbuyerswill be looking for practicality

rather thandriver involvement, but even so, the
Verso can’tmatch the Touran for dynamic ability.
The Toyota’s body isn’t aswell tied downas the
VW’s, plus the steering feels lighter and spongier
than themore precise set-up in the Touran.
While the Verso’s softer suspensiondelivers

acceptable ride quality in a straight line, add a few
bends or amid-corner bumpand the Toyota doesn’t
control bodymovement quite aswell. Still, it doesn’t
feel anymore supple or compliant than the VW.
It offers comfortable cruising formiles, though,

and on themotorway the engine and gearbox are
just refined enough– and if you canput upwith this
combination around town, the Verso is easy to drive.

Ownership 4.0/5
TOYOTAhas a traditionally strong reputation for
reliability, and livedup to this in ourDriver Power
2016 satisfaction survey, ranking as the 16thmost
reliablemanufacturer. This comparedwith 24th
out of 32 brands for Volkswagen. The Verso also
comeswith afive-year/100,000-milewarranty,
against the VW’s three-year/60,000-mile package.
As the car has only been gently updated, it should

be just as usable as its predecessor, butwith the Safety
Sense tech as standard (seeHead toHead, Page 56), if
you’re carrying your family the Verso should offer
peace ofmindwith its five-star EuroNCAP rating.

Running costs 3.8/5
TOYOTA’S fixed-price servicesmake routine
maintenancemore expensive over three years;
they come to £690. This compareswith VW’s £288
two-year/20,000-mile servicing pack,while the
Touran also benefits fromvariable service intervals.
There’s only £536 to split the carswhen it comes

to depreciation over thefirst three years and 36,000
miles,with our experts predictingused valueswill be
slightly in the VW’s favour. There’s also only a small
difference in insurance costs for our sample driver.
Apart from the Verso’s poorer economy– 32.3mpg

vs 34.2mpg– and the £1,505 savingup frontwhich is
wiped out by other running costs, bothMPVs should
be fairlywallet friendly to run, evenwith petrol
rather thanmore economical,more popular diesels.

Toyota Verso

Testers’ notes
“It’s more limited for luggage space, but as our
test Verso has no spare wheel the void under the
boot floor is freed up. This is a big space and lets
you hide things out of sight, plus allows you to
stow the load cover when it’s not needed. There’s
also a pair of underfloor cubbies behind the front
seats for other items, while the twin glovebox is
a practical solution – and the upper part is even
refrigerated as standard on Icon models.”

James Disdale Road test editor

rig

Jame

Toyota is easy to drive and
very comfortable at
motorway speeds
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!Toyota Verso CO2/tax
153g/km

£185 or 27%

Practicality
Boot (7/5/2 seats)
114/399/1,655 litres

Performance
0-60/30-70mph
9.7/8.8 seconds

Braking
70-0/60-0/30-0mph

48.1/35.5/12.1m

Running costs
32.3mpg (on test)

£65 fill-up

Space
VERSO trails its rival
for outright luggage
space, as it offers 202
litres less room than
the Touran in two-seat
form; 16-inch alloy
wheels are standard

Testers’ notes
“The Verso is also available with a BMW-
sourced 1.6-litre diesel. This is £160 cheaper
than our car in the same spec, and claims
62mpg and 119g/km of CO2, so it should
be more efficient than our 1.8 petrol auto.”

Dean Gibson Deputy road test ed.Dean
Cabin
MATERIAL quality isn’t
as strong as in VW;
rearmost seats are tight

Practicality 3.9/5
GO for the optional repair kit instead of the standard
space saver, and it now sits in the underfloor storage
cubby behind the passenger’s seat,maximising boot
space.However, the Verso still trails the Touran for
luggage room in seven, five and two-seat form,
with 114, 399 and 1,655 litres respectively.
It can’tmatch the VWfor space inside, either, and

isn’t quite as versatile. Themiddle seats don’t slide or
fold quite as far forward, so it’s harder to get in and
out of the rear, andwhen you’re sat there legroom
is compromised. In fact, the individually sliding
middle seats have to go quite far forward, impacting
on space for passengers all round. In the third row
there ismore headroom than in the VW, though.
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Volkswagen Touran

MODEL TESTED: Volkswagen Touran 1.2 TSI SE
PRICE: £23,660 ENGINE: 1.2-litre 4cyl, 108bhp

Practicality 4.2/5
WHILE the Touranhas to give best to rivals such as theCitroen
GrandC4Picasso for space andpracticality, it triumphs over
the Verso here. For starters, its boot is bigger in all seating
variations, boasting 137, 703 and 1,857 litres respectively.
Themiddle row’s foldingmechanism is simple,with the backs

tilting forward and the bases sliding individually. The Touran’s
rearmost seats are better suited to children than adults, yet both
rows get Isofixmountings. Elsewhere, there’s awhole host of
useful storage, including large, flock-lined door bins, a deep centre
console cubby, a lidded trayon topof thedashandoverheadstorage.

BY using the sameversatileMQBplatform
as theMk7Golf, Volkswagen’s latest Touran

delivers a compelling blend of composure, quality
andpracticality.On its road test debut in Issue 1,406,
the 2.0-litre TDI version lost out to the talented
CitroenGrandC4Picasso, but can the entry-
level 1.2-litre TSI petrol restore somehonour?
We test it here in popular £23,660 SE guise.

Styling 3.8/5
YOUonly have to glance at the Touran tonotice
the design cues it takes fromothermodels in the
Volkswagen range. Theway the sleekheadlamps
are connected by the shallow,wide three-bar grille
is clearly influenced by the larger Passat saloon,
while the two creases in the bonnet that runback
towards thewindscreen are reminiscent of theGolf.
Overall, the Touranhas a veryminimalist stance

comparedwith the slightly fussyToyota Verso. In fact,
theMPVonly features a fewdefineddetails, suchas a
lowergrille in the frontbumper, a sharpcreaseflowing
back from the frontwings down the sides of the car
and some silver roof rails to brighten things up.
It’s a similar story at the rear,where the angular

tail-lights and a fewother subtle details in the big
hatchback andbumper breakup the bodywork. Still,
it has amore purposeful stance than its rival,while
thesolidproportionsandtheprestigeof theVWbadge
give itmore kerb appeal.Only the small 16-inch
wheels hint at the car’s relatively humble SE trim.
Climb aboard, and the similarities to other VW

models continue. Thematerials areway ahead of the
Toyota’s for quality,while crisp illumination for the
clear dials and a silver insert running thewidth of
the dashhelp to create a farmore upmarket feel.
It allworkswell, too. The standard6.5-inch

touchscreen in the dash is easy to programmeand
features crisp graphics, plus the £810 optional
sat-nav iswell integrated and a doddle to use.
Our SEmodel also benefits fromneat features like

folding tray tables for themiddle rowof seats and
rear privacy glass.However, useful additions such
as cruise control, climate control and a reversing
camera are optional – all are standard on the Verso.
Front and rear parking sensors are fitted to SE

models tomakemanoeuvring a little easier –
and you’ll need them, as the smallwingmirrors
don’t offermuch rearward visibility. Plus, hi-tech
adaptive cruise control can be added for just £230.

Driving 3.9/5
CARS sitting on VW’s versatileMQBplatform feel
precise andcomposedon the road, and theTouran is
nodifferent. The steeringhas amoreaccurate and
naturallyweighted feel than theToyota’s, so you can
place the carwith confidence, although theprice you
pay for solidbodycontrol andcomposure is afirmride.
This firmer set-up doesmean you can carry plenty

of speed in the VWfor anMPV, and there’s a good
deal of reassuring composure to lean on in corners
thanks to that steering and the stable platform.
Perhapsmore surprising is the fact that the

1.2-litre TSI isn’t totally overwhelmedby the
Touran’s large body. The 108bhp turbochargedunit
gives awaynearly 40bhp to the Toyota, but at the
track, therewasn’t a lot to separate our duo.
The VW’s causewas partly helped by a six-speed

manual box that has a satisfying shift action. It
allows you tomake themost ofwhat performance

is available,meaning you snap through the gears
quickly andmakedecent progress.On test, the
Touran sprinted from0-60mph in 11 secondsflat,
whichwas 1.3 seconds slower than the Verso.
Andwhile the Toyota’s CVT gearboxmade it

impossible to compare in-gear acceleration times,
the VWfeltmore responsive on the road,with its
175Nmof torque peaking at just 1,400rpm. But
regardless of that, if you load either carwith a
full complement of seven occupants, theywill
still struggle, particularly up steeper inclines.
Take it easier, and the VWhas the Toyota beaten

for refinement. The 1.2-litre engine is smooth and
well insulated,while there’s lesswindand roadnoise.

Ownership 3.6/5
DESPITE its upmarket image, VWonce again
fared poorly in our latestDriver Power satisfaction
survey, falling twoplaces since the 2015 results to
24th out of 32manufacturers. The brandput in
below-average scores across the board, but owners
reservedmost of their criticism for their cars’
reliability and in-car technology – although VW’s
latestMQB-inspiredunderpinnings should address
someof the issueswith the latter category.
The Touran’s safety performance ismore

impressive, however. Like the Toyota, seven
airbags are included as standard,whichhelped
it score amaximumfive-star rating in Euro
NCAP’s latest roundof crash tests. There’s also
an active bonnet that pops up in the event of a
crash to cushion the blow for anypedestrians,
plus VW’s Front Assist autonomous emergency
braking system is standard on SE trim.

Running costs 3.7/5
ONpaper, the smaller-engined Touran ismore
cost effective to run than the Toyota, and that
advantage translates to the realworld, too. CO2
emissions of 126g/kmmean aBenefit inKind
rate of 23 per cent, so higher-rate business users
pay a substantial £300 less a year in company car
tax. VWownerswill also pay £75 a year less in VED.
At the pumpswe recorded an acceptable 34.2mpg,

whichwas slightly better thanwe returned in the
Verso during the course of our test. Volkswagen’s
fixed-price servicing pack (£288 for two years or
20,000miles) alsomeans ownerswill have to
fork out a little less for annualmaintenance.
And although there isn’tmuch in itwhen it

comes to residuals, the slightlymore expensive
Touranwill beworthmore after three years.

Testers’ notes
“If you want your Touran to have an automatic
transmission, then the choices are limited. For
instance, the cheapest petrol model is the 1.4 TSI
paired with the brand’s seven-speed twin-clutch
DSG, which is available in SE L guise for £27,945.
Diesel models are slightly more affordable, with
the 1.6 TDI S DSG setting you back £25,170.
At the top of the range is the eye-wateringly
expensive £31,535 2.0 TDI 190 R-Line DSG.”

James Disdale Road test editor

exp

Jame

Touran’s ride is a little on the firm
side, but latest Golf underpinnings
ensure the car feels composed
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Testers’ notes
“For an extra £1,485, SE Family models add
a host of desirable features, such as adaptive
cruise, a panoramic sunroof and sat-nav. They
also get a system that amplifies the driver’s
voice to the rear seat through the speakers.”

Sean Carson Senior road testerSe

HEADTO
HEAD

Volkswagen Touran

Accurate and well weighted steering inspires confidence; boot is bigger than Verso’s
in all configurations; cabin is made of high-class materials and comes with lots of kit

Rear space
BOTH our contenders are only
occasional seven-seaters.
Access to the third row is easier
in the Touran, plus there’s a
fraction more space, but it’s
tight. Still, like the Toyota, the
two rear chairs rise in one easy
movement and fold into the boot
floor when not needed. The VW
also benefits from a couple of
handy cup-holders and a cubby.

Engines
VW has fully embraced the
trend for downsizing, and its
latest turbo 1.2-litre TSI delivers
175Nm of torque, which is only
5Nm less than the Verso. The
Toyota’s 1.8-litre engine is only
available with a CVT box. Buyers
wanting a six-speed manual can
opt for a 134bhp 1.6-litre petrol.

Safety
ALL Verso models get Toyota’s
Safety Sense tech. This brings
autonomous emergency braking
(AEB), lane departure warning
and auto high beam technology
as standard. The VW is fitted
with AEB, but you’ll have to pay
an extra £885 for the other kit.

CO2/tax
126g/km
£110 or 22%

Practicality
Boot (7/5/2 seats)
137/703/1,857 litres

Performance
0-60/30-70mph
11.0/10.3 seconds

Braking
70-0/60-0/30-0mph
50.8/34.3/8.9m

Running costs
34.2mpg (on test)
£64 fill-up



THE ULTIMATE IN
PERFORMANCE UPGRADES
AT DMS AUTOMOTIVE
WE’VE BEEN UNLEASHING
AUTOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE
FOR OVER 19 YEARS

DMS CLS63 AMG (EVO AUGUST ‘14) “ENGINE UPGRADE ADDS HUGE PERFORMANCE AND REAL CHARACTER”

DMS 1M (EVO MARCH 12) “THERE’S A REAL RIP TO THE WAY THE REVS PILE ON ABOVE 4000RPM”

DMS SL65 BLACK SERIES (EVO OCTOBER ‘10) “IT FEELS LIKE THE LOVE CHILD OF AN SL65 AND A PORSCHE GT2”

DMS 135I (BMW CAR MAY ‘09) “THE STANDARD CAR IS GREAT BUT DMS HAVE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL”

DMS 997 TURBO 3.6 (EVO SEPTEMBER ‘08) “IT’S EPIC, HILARIOUS AND ADDICTIVE IN EVERY GEAR, YET DOCILE WHEN CRUISING”

DMS 997 TURBO 3.8 PDK (EVO JUNE ‘11) “DELIVERY IS ALMOST UNCOMFORTABLY FORCEFUL”

BELOW IS A SMALL SELECTION OF
OUR MORE POPULAR MODELS TO
UPGRADE. WE ARE ABLE TO UNLEASH
PERFORMANCE FROM SMALL FOUR
CYCLINDER DIESEL ENGINES UP TO
V12 SUPERCARS.

AUDI
AUDI RS6 4.0 T V8 » 690+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI RS6 V10 » 680+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI R8 V10 » 592+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI RS4 B7/ R8 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI RS3/RSQ3 » 420+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI S3 / GOLF R » 373+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
AUDI 3.0TDi (ALL MODELS) » 315+ BHP
AUDI 3.0 Bi-TDi (ALL MODELS) » 380+ BHP
AUDI Q7/A8 4.2 TDi » 400+ BHP

BMW
M5 V10 » 548+ BHP (205 MPH)
X5M / X6M » 618+ BHP
1M » 411+ BHP
M3 E90/92 » 445 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
M135i/ M235i » 402 BHP
M4/M3 3.0T » 520+ BHP
M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 1) » 680 BHP
M5 F10/M6 (STAGE 2) » 730 BHP
F10 520D » 240 BHP
F10 530D » 305 BHP
335i/135i/X6 » 370+ BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
123D » 252 BHP

316D/216D/116D » 160 BHP
318D/218D/118D » 225 BHP
330D E90 » 296+ BHP
320D E90 » 215 BHP
420i/320i/220i/120i » 275+ BHP
435i/ F30 335i » 390 BHP
428i/328i » 295 BHP
535D / 335D / X5 SD » 355+ BHP
640D/335D/535D/435D » 390 BHP
730D » 305+ BHP
X5 4.0D / 740D » 370 BHP
X5 3.0D » 305 BHP
X6 X5.0I 4.4 » 500+BHP
X6 M50D/X5M50D/550D » 450 BHP

MERCEDES-BENZ
A200CDi/C200CDi/E200CDi » 175 BHP
A250/C250 » 260 BHP
A45/CLA45 » 420 BHP
C300 HYBRID » 285 BHP
A220CDi/C220CDi/E220CDi » 215 BHP
C350/CLS350/E350/S350 » 315 BHP
E400 /C450 » 420+ BHP
C400 » 400 BHP
‘63’ 5.5 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 690+BHP
‘500’ 4.7 Bi-TURBO ALL MODELS » 498+BHP
S65 (W222) » 780 BHP
SL65 BLACK » 720+ BHP (+DELIMIT)
SL65 AMG » 690 BHP (+DE-LIMIT)
‘55’ AMG KOMPRESSOR » 580+BHP
C63 AMG 6.3 » 530+BHP (+DE-LIMIT)

C63 AMG 4.0T » CALL FOR DETAILS
SL63 AMG 6.3 » 560+BHP (+DE-LIMIT,
RE-MAP & LOWER ABC SUSPENSION)
CL600 Bi-TURBO » 580+ BHP
SLK55 AMG » 420+ BHP (+DELIMIT)
320 CDi V6 » 274 BHP
350 CDi V6 » 312 BHP
420 /450 CDi V8 » 358 BHP

ALL 2015 RANGE ROVERS AVAILABLE
R ROVER SC 5.0 » 580+ BHP
R ROVER 4.4 SDV8 » 395+ BHP
R ROVER 3.0 TDV6 » 315+ BHP
R ROVER 3.0 SDV6 » 345+ BHP
EVOQUE/DISCO SPORT 2.2 DIESEL
» 240+ BHP

PORSCHE
997 TURBO/S 3.8 INC PDK » 611 BHP
997 TURBO 3.6 » 625+ BHP
997 GT2 RS » 670+ BHP
996 TURBO/GT2 » 600+ BHP
997 CARRERA S PDK » 400+ BHP
997 CARRERA S » 376+ BHP
997 CARRERA PDK » 368 BHP
997 CARRERA GTS » 435 BHP
997 GT3 UP » 436 BHP
BOXSTER 3.4S » 336+ BHP
CAYMAN S » 342 BHP
MACAN 3.0D » 315 BHP
CAYENNE GTS » 440 BHP

CAYENNE TURBO 4.8 » 578+ BHP
CAYENNE TURBO S 4.8 » 600+ BHP
CAYENNE 4.2 DIESEL » 450+ BHP
CAYENNE DIESEL » 315+ BHP
PANAMERA TURBO » 600+ BHP
PANAMERA DIESEL » 315+ BHP

EXOTIC / MISC
FERRARI CALIFORNIA » 487 BHP
FERRARI 599 » 647 BHP
FERRARI 430 » 525 BHP
GALLARDO » 546 BHP
LP560 » 608+BHP
LP640 » 707 BHP
HURACAN » 640+ BHP
AVENTADOR » CALL FOR DETAILS
MCLAREN MP4-12C » 700 BHP
MCLAREN 650S » 720 BHP
MURCIELAGO LP640 » 707 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0S PETROL » 470 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 PETROL » 400 BHP
MASERATI GHIBLI 3.0 DIESEL » 312 BHP
MASERATI GT/QPORT » 438 BHP
MASERATI GT S / MC » 479+ BHP
BENTLEY 4.0 T V8 » 690 BHP
BENTLEY CGT / F-SPUR (INC 2013) » 680+ BHP
BENTLEY GT SPEED (INC 2013 ON) » 695 BHP
BENTLEY SUPERSPORT » 720+ BHP

FOR ALL OTHER MAKES AND MODELS,
PLEASE CALL US.

UK: 0800 030 5555 INT: +44 800 030 5555

WWW.DMSAUTOMOTIVE.COM
SALES@DMSAUTOMOTIVE /DMSAUTOMOTIVE

FOLLOWUS FOROUR LATESTNEWS

WORLDWIDE OFFICES AND INSTALLATION
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On-the-road price/total as tested
Residual value (after 3yrs/30,000)

Depreciation
Annual tax liability std/higher rate

Annual fuel cost (12k/20k miles)
Ins. group/quote/road tax band/cost

Cost of 1st/2nd/3rd service

Length/wheelbase
Height/width

Engine
Peak power
Peak torque

Transmission
Fuel tank capacity/spare wheel

Boot capacity (7/5/2-seat mode)
Kerbweight/payload/towing weight

Turning circle/drag coefficient
Basic warranty (miles)/recovery

Service intervals/UK dealers
Driver Power manufacturer/dealer pos.

NCAP: Adult/child/ped./assist/stars

0-60/30-70mph
30-50mph in 3rd/4th
50-70mph in 5th/6th

Top speed/rpm at 70mph
Braking 70-0/60-0/30-0mph

Noise levels outside/idle/30/70mph
Auto Express econ (mpg/mpl)/range

Govt urban/extra-urban/combined
Govt urban/extra-urban/combined

Actual/claimed CO2/tax bracket

Airbags/Isofix/park sensors/camera
Auto gearbox/stability/cruise control

Climate control/AEB^/heated seats
Metallic paint/LED lights/keyless go

Sat-nav/USB/DAB radio/Bluetooth

*Manufacturer rankings from Driver Power 2016; dealers from 2015. **Kickdown figures. ^AEB = autonomous emergency braking. ^^Adaptive cruise control. Insurance
quotes from AA (Tel 0800 107 0680 or www.theAA.com) for a 42-year-old living in Banbury, Oxon, with three penalty points. Residual values provided by CDL VIP Data.

1st 2nd

Figures

Rate your insurance and
breakdown provider now
www.autoexpress.co.uk/DPinsurance

discounts
Facts, figures and advice
powered by carbuyer.co.uk

Deals &

VOLKSWAGEN
THE Touran’s higher price
is justified by its extra
practicality. Add to that its sharper
styling and more frugal running costs,
and the car’s appeal is clear to see. Still,
compared to the more spacious Citroen
Grand C4 Picasso it feels a bit dull, while
this 1.2 TSI lacks performance, looks
expensive and isn’t as well equipped.
If you really like how the Volkswagen
drives, spend the extra on the 1.6 TDI.

★★★★★

TOYOTA
EXTRA safety kit makes
the family-friendly Verso
a more tempting option than before,
but despite the updates the uninspiring
design and drab interior are hard to
recommend over the VW. While there’s
a decent level of performance, we’d
still go for the 1.6 diesel manual –
but even then, the lack of space and
flexibility compared to the best in the
class make the Toyota a hard sell.

★★★★★

THE revised Verso has
barely touched down in
showrooms, but already
Toyota is offering some
enticing finance deals.

Sign up to the brand’s
AccessToyota plan, and you
can take advantage of zero
per cent APR for the duration
of your deal. As with similar
schemes, you can choose
the amount of deposit you
put down and the length of
the term (24 to 36 months).

At the end of the plan
you can hand the keys
back and walk away, pay an
optional final payment to
keep the car or renegotiate a
fresh deal on a new model.

VW’s Solutions PCP
scheme provides similar
flexibility when it comes to
the amount of deposit and
the length of the term (18 to
48 months), but is backed
by a less attractive APR of
6.6 per cent. Still, VW is
currently offering a tempting
£1,500 deposit contribution
on all Touran models.

If you’re looking to make a
cash saving, then new car
broker buyacar.co.uk can
secure discounts on both
cars. It offers a Verso 1.8
Icon for £18,755, which is
a saving of £2,395. Go for a
Touran 1.2 TSI, and you can
expect a discount of £2,458.

Volkswagen
Touran 1.2
TSI SE

£23,660/£25,125
£8,612/36.4%
£15,048
£1,039/£2,077
£1,736/£2,894
11/£454/D/£110
£288 (2yrs/20k)

4,527/2,791mm
1,659/1,829mm
4cyl in-line/1,197cc
108/4,600 bhp/rpm
175/1,400 Nm/rpm
6-spd man/fwd
58 litres/foam
137/703/1,857 litres
1,436/699/1,300kg
11.5 metres/N/A
3yrs (60,000)/1yr
Variable (1yr)/223
24th/30th*
88/89/71/76/5 (2015)

11.0/10.3 secs
5.3/6.8 secs
10.2/12.8 secs
117mph/2,500rpm
50.8/34.3/8.9m
70/52/30/72dB
34.2/7.5/436 miles
41.5/61.4/52.3mpg
9.1/13.5/11.5mpl
191/126g/km/22%

Seven/yes/yes/£170
No/yes/£230^^
£445/yes/£385
£610/£1,000/£320
£810/yes/yes/yes

Toyota Verso
1.8 Icon CVT

£22,155/£22,155
£7,643/34.5%
£14,512
£1,183/£2,367
£1,839/£3,064
15/£498/G/£185
£180/£330/£180

4,460/2,780mm
1,620/1,790mm
4cyl in-line/1,798cc
145/6,400 bhp/rpm
180/4,000 Nm/rpm
CVT auto/fwd
60 litres/space-saver
114/399/1,655 litres
1,450/675/1,300kg
10.8 metres/0.29Cd
5yrs (100,000)/1yr
10,000 miles (1yr)/181
16th/2nd*
89/75/69/86/5 (2010)

9.7/8.8 secs
3.5 secs**
5.3 secs**
115mph/2,500rpm
48.1/35.5/12.1m
68/52/64/72dB
32.3/7.1/426 miles
32.8/52.3/42.8mpg
7.2/11.5/9.4mpl
202/153g/km/27%

Seven/yes/£400/yes
Yes/yes/yes
Yes/yes/no
£495/no/no
£750/yes/yes/yes

SERVICE PACK
VW’S pre-paid
maintenance plan
isn’t as cheap
as some, but it
undercuts Toyota’s
individual services.

DIMENSIONS
TOURAN is larger
than Verso in
almost every
measurement, so
it’s no surprise
to find it offers
more space for
both occupants
and luggage.

PERFORMANCE
TURBO engine is
down on power,
but generous
175Nm torque at
1,400rpmmeans
it feels sharp
when surging
through the gears.

STANDARD KIT
THE VW has less
equipment than
the Toyota, but
there’s a wider
array of options
to choose from,
including heated
seats for £385.

ENGINE
TOYOTA has stuck
with its familiar
1.8-litre unit. It’s
refined enough,
but can’t match
downsized VW for
low-rev muscle.

WARRANTY
A FIVE-year and
100,000-mile
warranty adds
peace of mind,
but like the VW’s
guarantee, it’s
only backed by
12 months of
breakdown cover.

CO2 EMISSIONS
BIGGER engine
means far higher
CO2 emissions
for the Verso.
Surprisingly,
1.6-litre manual
version emits
even more CO2,
at 154g/km.

Results

Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 THP Exclusive
PRICE: £24,785 ENGINE: 1.6-litre 4cyl, 163bhp
THE Grand C4 Picasso is our favourite seven-seat MPV, and it’s
easy to see why, as the cabin is spacious
and versatile. Add in a low list price,
130g/km CO2 emissions and
50mpg for the auto, and the
Verso looks small and pricey.
Just be aware, a facelifted
version is due in September.

Kia Carens 1.6 GDi SR-7
PRICE: £19,295 ENGINE: 1.6-litre 4cyl, 133bhp
IF you like the appeal of the Verso’s seven seats in a relatively
compact package, the Carens is
worth a look. You can’t add an
auto to the 1.6 petrol car, but
the special-edition SR-7 has
lots of kit and a seven-year
warranty for a £6,155 saving
over the top-spec Toyota.

RIVALS
Other options in
this category...

our favourite seven-seat MPV, and it’s
cabin is spacious
list price,
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Our cars
James Batchelor
James_Batchelor@dennis.co.uk

I LIKE to look smart anddress properly
asmuch as anyone, and the Jaguar XE is

proving a perfect addition tomywardrobe.
Yetwhile I have to change clothes to suit the
situation, the car fits inwherever it goes –
and its smart looksmean extra effort forme.
I rack upmore commutingmiles than

anyoneinAutoExpress’s centralLondonoffice
as I livenear theSouthDowns inHampshire.
Thatmeans leaving at 5am to beat the rush
into the capital.Withanyothermodel on the
drive, it’s adash frombed to car. But as the Jag
is a fashion statement, you can’t just get in
wearingyourscruffy trousersandholeyshirt;
youhave to look the part,which takes time.
I firmly believe the car’s trump card is

how it’s shifting Jag’s brandperception. The
XE is swish and cool in the city and appeals
to new, younger customers, yet still reaches
out to Jagbuyersof old.Onmy journey into
London, I’mused to it turningheads – and
it’smostly fromsuited business typeswho
probably have the keys to a BMW3Series.
Meanwhile, back at home in the charming
Hampshire countryside, the XE is equally
popularwithmembers of the village parish
councilwho invariably run rusty old Jags.
OurXE excels in both environments, too.

In town it’s agile and, thanks to the parking
camera, plenty of lock in the steering and
front and rear sensors, it’s simple to park.
Out of the city andback on fast, twisting

country roads, the Jag shines. The steering
weights up, and is pinpoint sharp; inmy
opinion, this car is slightlymore fun to
drive than the 3 Series. Andwhile the ride is
a little firmaround town, once up to speed
the suspensionfloats serenely over bumps.
Sevenmonths of livingwith anXEhave

revealedsomedrawbacks, though. I’vealready
mentioned the fuel gauge that never reads

“XE is swish and cool
in the city and appeals
to younger customers,
yet still reaches out
to Jag buyers of old”

full in a previous report, andmore issues are
coming to light.While the 178bhp2.0-litre
enginehas plenty of power andmyaverage
economy isup from46mpg toabout48mpg,
thenoise itmakes is getting onmynerves.
Under acceleration it’s a high-pitched

rattle and evenon amotorway cruise there’s
adullhum. It’sbeenmadeworsesince Idrove
thenewF-Pace SUV,where the same engine
is better insulated. I’ve also noticed some

cost-cuttingmeasures.Under the steering
columnyou can see exposedwiring loom–
notwhat I’d expect froma£34,000-plus car.
Yet thereareplentyof thingsontheXEthat

raise a smile. The starter button that pulses
red like a heartbeat, for instance, or the LED
graphic in the tail-light clusters that harks
back to the E-Type, or even the Jaguar leaper
in theheadlamps. Little things like thatmark
out thecar fromlesssmartly turned-outrivals.

INTERIOR
While quality still
trails rivals, Jag
has real sense of
occasion with its
detailing inside;
the pulsing starter
button looks great

THIRDREPORT Compact exec is perfectly suited to life in the country or the city

Jaguar XE
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Land Rover Discovery Sport
SPRING has officially arrived, but the murky and wet winter weather
can’t be consigned to history just yet – and that’s great news for our
Discovery Sport. Road test editor James Disdale was behind the wheel
of the rugged Brit when he was caught in a heavy downpour while
driving down one of the single track lanes near his Hertfordshire home.
In fairness, most family hatchbacks could have coped with the

lightly flooded conditions, but none would have felt as secure as
the Land Rover. Its raised ride height and high-profile tyres meant
there was nothing to fear from submerged potholes, while the
electronically controlled four-wheel-drive system made light
work of the mud slicks that had been washed on to the road.
Furthermore, the powerful xenon lights cut through the gloom,

while the adaptive beams helped our man see around the corners.
Factor in the high-set driving position and well weighted controls
and there are few models which feel as assured in poor conditions.

AudiA4
Newarrival
CaterhamSeven270S
Issues 1,397, 1,404, 1,415
FordS-MAX
Issue 1,415
HondaCivicTypeR
Issues 1,405, 1,414
JaguarXE
Issues 1,398, 1,411
Kia Sorento
Issues 1,395, 1,410, 1,422
LandRoverDiscoSport
Issues 1,409, 1,416
MazdaMX-5
Issue 1,420
MINIClubman
Issue 1,419
NissanNavaraNP300
Newarrival
Peugeot 308GTi
Newarrival
PorscheMacan
Issues 1,407, 1,413
RenaultKadjar
Issue 1,416
SEAT Ibiza
Issues 1,406, 1,408
SkodaSuperb Estate
Issues 1,411, 1.420
SsangYongTivoli
Issues 1,401, 1,407, 1,417
VolkswagenPassat
Issue 1,422
VolvoXC90
Issues 1,410, 1,419

Skoda Superb Est
THERE was a time, not long ago, when you
bought a Volvo estate if you wanted real
load-carrying capacity. These days, you just
head to your Skoda dealer instead and start
leafing through the Superb Estate brochure.
Deputy editor John McIlroy admits he’s really

only started to scratch the surface of the big
wagon’s prowess in this area – he hasn’t yet
needed to use the optional fold-down front
passenger seat, for example. But the other
day he bought an old primary school table on
a local selling site – a sacrificial bit of furniture
that can live outside during the summer months
– and popped in on the way home to pick it up.
In most other cars, the metre-long desk

would have required a fair bit of manoeuvring.
Not so in the Skoda; John dropped the split
rear seat, slid in the freight and got on with
his life. He didn’t need to even think about
removing his son’s child seat; it just stayed
put, with plenty of space alongside it. An early
example of how the Superb Estate’s capacity
is a real enabler, giving you an easier life.

Pete
G

ibson

With its raised
ride height and
adaptive lights,
the Discovery
Sport took dark,
flooded back
road in its stride

Rate your insurance and
breakdown provider now
www.autoexpress.co.uk/DPinsurance

Second opinion
“Jaguar doesn’t have its German
rivals’ development budgets, so it’s
wisely spent most of its cash on the
XE’s design and engineering. The car
looks great and drives beautifully, but
this means some of the fixtures and
fittings inside aren’t up to scratch.”

Dean Gibson
Deputy road test editor

Compact exec is perfectly suited to life in the country or the city

Practicality
Boot

455 litres

Running costs
49.8mpg (on test)

£61 fill-up

EssentialsEssentials
Essentials
JaguarXE2.0dR-SportEsJaguar XE 2.0d R-SportEssJaguar XE 2.0d R-SportseJaguar XE 2.0d R-SportenJaguar XE 2.0d R-SportntJaguar XE 2.0d R-SporttiJaguar XE 2.0d R-SportiaJaguar XE 2.0d R-SportalJaguar XE 2.0d R-Sportl

On fleet since: October 2015
Es

October 2015
Ess

October 2015
se

October 2015
en

October 2015
n

Price new: £34,775

Engine: 2.0-litre 4cyl turbodiesel, 178bhp

CO2/tax: 111g/km/£20

Options: Bluefire metallic paint (£635),

18-inch alloy wheels, leather, etched aluminium

veneers, ambient interior lighting (all no cost),

Cold Climate Pack (£445), Parking Pack (£545),

10x10-way Electric Front Seats (£765), Wi-Fi

hotspot (£310), InControl Secure (£525)

Insurance*: Group: 27 Quote: £562

Mileage/MPG: 17,440/49.8mpg

Any problems?: Erratic fuel gauge

Verdict
SEVEN months into its time on our
fleet, and the XE is really getting into
its stride. It’s tremendously easy
to live with and it still turns heads
among passers-by. And while there
are a few niggles here and there,
the Jag continues to raise a smile
and is proving cost effective to run.

★★★★★

WEDON’T A gap under the
steering column reveals an ugly
mess of wires – evidence of Jag
cutting costs to make its small
saloon as profitable as possible

WE LIKE Various design touches
still make us smile, like the Jaguar
leaper in the headlamps (above)
and the LED light graphic that
harks back to the sixties E-Type

*Insurance
quote

from
AA
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107

0680)fora
42-year-old
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Got a query?
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BEAUTIFULLY DETAILED
It’s not just body of 911 GT3 RS that’s
been accurately designed; Lego has
carefully recreated mechanicals, too

Visit autoexpress.co.uk fk or our extensive product archive

ULTIMATE
911 IS THE
NEW KIT ON
THE BLOCK

THE 911 GT3 RS is the pinnacle of the Porsche range,
and the latest Technic kit looks to be the pinnacle of
Lego’s line-up, too. The Lego Technic Porsche 911 GT3
RS kit offers staggering detail, as it features nearly
3,000 parts, which come together to create a car that
not only looks the part, but works as it should, too.

Under the skin, the Technic 911 GT3 RS recreates
the steering and suspension of the real car, but the
real highlight is the fully functional PDK twin-clutch
automatic box, which comes complete with paddles.
You can even select Drive and Reverse gears. Under the
bonnet is a detailed flat-six engine with working pistons.

Every detail on this model has been considered – all
doors and compartments open, and there’s a bespoke
suitcase in the front luggage compartment. The brake
calipers are painted yellow, and the wheels are
perfect recreations of the full-sized car’s alloy rims.

The model even comes with a unique number – like
a VIN plate – which sits inside the glove compartment.

Lego says the instruction manual is more like a
coffee table book, and the heavyweight read not only
gives details on how to build the car, but also includes
a history of both Lego Technic and Porsche GT cars.

The 911 GT3 RS will be available from the toy maker’s
online store from June, and lands in shops in August.

NEW PRODUCT
Lego Technic Porsche 911 GT3 RS
Price: £249.99 (available June) Contact: www.shop.lego.com

Loosening stuckwheelnut
A WHEEL nut on my car has stuck and whatever
I do, I don’t seem able to get it off. I’ve tried a
pipe slipped over the wheel wrench and it
still doesn’t move. What else can I try?
Andy Lynch, E-mail

THIS is a
very common
problem caused
by corrosion
between bolt
and hub. An
impact wrench
should solve it.
Either go to your
local tyre outlet
and get staff there
to remove it with an
air-powered wrench or
invest in a cordless one.
Our test winner is the
Panasonic EY75A2
(right). To prevent this
happening again, apply
copper grease to the bolts when replacing them.

Old fuel in stationary car
I’M planning to get my mother’s car running
again after it’s been left for a couple of years
since she stopped driving. Will there be
any problem with the fuel being stale?
Fred Legge, E-mail

AFTER such a long time, the fuel is unlikely to be
up to starting the car from cold. If there is a lot
in the tank, it will need emptying and replacing.
Look for a drain plug or syphon from the filler
neck. If there is a small amount of fuel, adding
fresh fuel may allow the car to start. Either way,
replace the fuel filter after a couple of tankfuls.

DIY fix forbrokenair-con?
MY car’s air-con has been slowly becoming less
effective over the past few months, and now
it’s finally packed up. Can I repair this myself?
Marcus Harvey, E-mail

THERE are aftermarket recharging kits. Halfords
sells a system, and while you may get more than
one recharge out of this, or other kits, the costs
involved are around the same as getting a garage
to do it. A workshop will be able to diagnose
any problems beyond the expected gradual
loss of refrigerant. Any remedial work needs
to be carried out by a qualified professional.

THISWEEK’S
HOTKIT
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Know an event coming soon?
Contact Kim_Adams@dennis.co.uk

news,
deals&
events

P ZERO AIMS TO REGAIN
GRIP ON TYRE CROWN

Clarion makes a big
noise over latest ICE
CLARION has launched a new digital
in-car audio system, as previewed at
last autumn’s Frankfurt Motor Show.
Its speakers (above) get round the
need to convert digital music into
analogue frequencies – which can
hamper audio quality – and instead
maintain a digital signal directly
from the source to the speaker coils.

The new speakers are compatible
with most head units, and fit into
the same slots as analogue versions.
Get them from www.clarion.co.uk.

Bentley buyers clock
on to Apple Watch
IT follows that customers who buy a
top-of-the-range Bentley Bentayga will
be at the cutting edge of technology,
and so the company has launched a
bespoke app for the Apple Watch.

This synchronises with the car’s
Touch Screen Remote system and
allows owners to remotely control
climate, entertainment and seat
features from their wrist. It can also
monitor key information about the
car like speed or fuel consumption.
Download from the App Store now.

Whistling Billy set to
steam up hill climb
MOTORSPORT returns to Droitwich in
Worcestershire on 9 and 10 July for
the Chateau Impney Hill Climb – and
there’s a special guest in the form of
famous 1905 steam-powered racer,
Whistling Billy. Its presence follows
years of lobbying to overturn a 100-
year competition ban on steam cars.

Whistling Billy will join 200
pre-1967 cars at the event, which
also hosts a concours and classic
car auction. Tickets cost from £20
per person and are available from
www.chateauimpneyhillclimb.com.

FIRSTTEST
Pirelli P Zero
Price: TBA Contact: www.pirelli.com Rating:★★★

OUR hose tests generally concentrate on reels, but if you need
to cover only a short distance a spiral version can be better. And
we’ve been impressed with Hozelock’s new Seasons. It has
all you need, including a waterstop connector plus tap adapters.
There’s a multi-spray gun with five options, and three colours.

The hose is easy to handle and doesn’t kink, although it can
twist on itself and need pulling apart. But you simply grab it
and go, and it springs back for neat storage. It reaches around
15 metres, although there’s a fair pull at that distance. A great
alternative to a reel, and handy if you need to extend a hose.

FIRSTTEST
Hozelock Seasons Spiral Hose
Price: £29.99 Rating:★★★★
Contact: 0121 313 1122, www.hozelock.com

THE Pirelli P Zero is one of the longest-established
performance tyres on the market; it was first used on
1987’s Ferrari F40. Over the years, rivals have caught
up with this standard-setting design, but now there’s
a new, improved P Zero offering several innovations.

Pirelli has built on its Formula One experience,
using race-inspired construction to give the tyre extra
stability. New compounds claim improved grip, plus
15 per cent lower rolling resistance to boost efficiency
– its predecessor trailed here in our Issue 1,375 tyre
test. This should see a three per cent rise in economy.

Aquaplaning in bends was also a previous weak
point, due to the P Zero’s unconventional tread
pattern. Now, though, there are more grooves, with
deeper and wider channels to help move more water
on wet roads. Although we didn’t get chance to test
the latest tyre in the damp, the changes are noticeable
in the dry. Pirelli claims the P Zero offers similar grip
to the old flagship P Zero Corsa, and we can believe it.

The company is targeting premium makers with its
new rubber, and grip was good on the wide variety of
luxury and performance cars we tried the tyre on. It
felt sharp on road and track, while stability
through corners and on the brakes
inspired confidence. The new tread
pattern also helps cut noise.

There are three versions of the
P Zero. High-performance cars get
a stickier compound and fewer
cuts on the outer shoulder for
extra grip. The premium saloon
tyre has lower noise and rolling
resistance through a revised
sipe design. And the sports car
tyre’s tread balances dry and
wet grip; it’s tailored for various
types of car, with around 60
custom designs for specific
makes and models at launch.
The range covers 18 to 21-inch
rims and 225 to 355 widths. Top
speed rating is Y (up to 186mph).

As our test involved limited
running, we’re awarding the PZero
three stars, but it could better that
in our tyre test later in the summer.
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Minitest

WE were seriously impressed with
TomTom’s GO6100 in our annual sat-nav
group test (Issue 1,414). The sleek six-inch
sat-nav comes with lifetime world maps,
and traffic updates via a built-in SIM card.

TomTom’s menu is user-friendly and
intuitive to use, even if it takes a while
to load. However, once on the move,
it becomes clear why this device is
our reigning Best Buy – the quality of
navigation is first class, as are the traffic
updates and alternative route suggestions.

We really like how the GO6100 is able to
show traffic jams in the surrounding area; the
Garmin doesn’t do this. Another plus is the marker to
the right of the screen, showing the exact distance to
speed cameras and fuel stations. It’s more expensive,
and Garmin has voice guidance nailed better, but if
you’re after the very best, the TomTom is the winner.
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Appof theweek

books,
films&gamesBESTPRICE £269.99

BESTPRICE £299.99

Smart new sat-nav plots
market leader’s downfall

A Life Awheel –
The ‘auto’ biography
of W de Forte

Senna vs Brundle

Splash Cars

Car Dashdroid

Wilberforce de Forte (Veloce Publishing, www.veloce.co.uk)

Price: £14.99 Rating:★★★★★

Mario Muth (www.vimeo.com)

Price: From £5.99 (rent or buy) Rating:★★★

Available for: iOS, Android

Price: Free Rating:★★★

Available for: Android

Price: Free Rating:★★★★

IT’S easy to forget that this book is a work
of fiction. Charming characters conjure
up a story of a true British eccentric,
giving his opinions on everything from
vintage Rovers to nineties supercars.
It’s beautifully written and very funny,
making it a great, inexpensive read
for motoring enthusiasts of any age.

THIS film is made up of carefully
curated interviews with the people
at the heart of the 1983 Formula 3
season. Filmed in beautiful 4K, it’s
certainly interesting for the diehard
enthusiast, but unfortunately, many
will simply find it boring. There’s no
action to break up the interviews,
and very little video footage, either.
So while this film will have its fans,
unless you have a clear interest,
it’s unlikely to draw you in.

THIS clever game has you
driving around painting
a grey world, chased by
police cars and dodging
obstacles. It’s got cute
graphics, fun gameplay
and plenty of replay
value, but it suffers
from the same affliction as many mobile games – unless
you pay for in-app purchases, progress soon becomes slow.

WHILE most Android phones have a built-in
‘car mode’, this app allows more features to
be used through a finger-friendly interface. It’s
not the most polished software, but is handy
for those who use their phone for navigation,
infotainment and everything in between.

THE DriveSmart is part of the new sat-nav
line-up Garmin released earlier this year.
This seven-inch unit comes with lifetime
European maps and the company’s digital
traffic updates, among other features.

Turn on the device and you’re greeted
by a clear and fast-responding menu, which
loads faster than the TomTom. Start driving
and you won’t only receive red light and
speed camera alerts, but additional
features added to the DriveSmart range,
such as alerts for situations that need
increased awareness like school zones.

The traffic alerts and updates are still not as good as
TomTom’s, and neither is the general navigation quality; it
missed a street closure due to roadworks, while the TomTom
picked up on it. But we think Garmin’s junction guidance is
better thanks to its Real Directions – easy-to-understand
instructions based on recognisable landmarks or buildings.

NEW PRODUCT
Garmin DriveSmart 70 LMT-D
Best price: £269.99 Rating:★★★★
Contact: 0808 238 0000, www.garmin.com

STILLTHEBEST
TomTom GO6100
Best price: £299.99 Rating:★★★★★
Contact: 020 7949 0134, www.tomtom.com

FROM sat-nav’s heyday, when
we showcased no less than 100 models,
the choice has essentially shrunk to two
main players. That means when one
brand launches a fresh range, it can
have a major effect on the market.

Garmin’s new Drive series adds
more help for drivers, as well as
directions from A to B. We tried
the DriveSmart 70, which includes

Bluetooth call handling and traffic
alerts, to see how it stacks up against
our current favourite, TomTom’s GO6100.

Prices were taken from a range of
sources as we went to press, but, after
hours of testing side by side, the new
Garmin hadn’t done quite enough to
win. It’s a seriously impressive unit,
and cheaper than the TomTom, but
the GO6100 still has the edge, thanks
to its stellar navigation capabilities.

“New Garmin
Drive series adds
more help for
drivers, as well
as directions”

Martin Saarinen





Products Headrest tablet mounts

www.autoexpress.co.uk

BEST BUY THE bulky Pro from Olixar is surprisingly easy to install
thanks to its spring-loaded hooks that only have to be pulled and
locked in place. We were also impressed by its design; the mount
clips between the two front seats so the tablet is viewed from the centre
of the car, rather than from one seat – although it can be dragged across to either side. This is handy for
families with just one screen. The grip from the Pro was excellent; there was minimal movement when
going over speed bumps, and we also liked how you could change the viewing angle and rotate the tablet.

RECOMMENDED THE Premium Universal Headrest Holder is our favourite mount in the
Kit range. Although it’s mounted on to the headrest with the same screw-type mechanism
as the company’s Universal Tablet Car Headrest Mount sibling, the tablet is held in place via
a spring-loaded set-up. This made it sturdier while driving over potholes or rough terrain,
so our tablets didn’t move around a lot and remained easy to use. The holding mechanism
is very similar to the Olixar Pro’s, which means it can be tilted up and down and spun
around. It’s not as bulky as our Best Buy, although it’s a little trickier to install.
Even so, this is ideal for single passengers who want to face the tablet directly.

Olixar Universal
Car Headrest Mount Pro
Best price: £19.99 Rating:★★★★★
Model tested: Universal (7-11 inches)

Contact: 0121 503 1790, www.olixar.com

Kit Premium Universal Headrest Holder
Best price: £14.99 Rating:★★★★
Model tested: Universal (7-10 inches)

Contact: 01425 284000, www.amazon.co.uk

Snugg Adaptable Headrest Mount
Best price: From £19.99 Rating:★★★
Model tested: iPad Air 2 (will work with iPad Pro 9.7)

Contact: 0800 051 3750, www.thesnugg.co.uk

THE Snugg is by far the sleekest mount that we tested, and thanks to a Velcro
strap attached to the backboard, the easiest to install and remove. It gripped
our iPad Air tightly and held it in place firmly when driving over bumps and potholes,
which gave it an advantage over the Griffin product. However, as the tablet is held in
place by an embossed strip along the top and bulky clips at the bottom, it will cover
part of the screen if you don’t have something like a flipover tablet case for it to grip
on to instead. You can’t change the viewing angle for the tablet, either, but all things
considered, the Snugg remains a decent choice thanks to its intuitive design.

RECOMMENDED THIS is the only mount we tested that also doubles as a
protective case for the tablet. It comprises a simple Velcro strap to tie around a
headrest, rather than a more sturdy structure, which puts it directly in line with
the Snugg mount. Installing and removing the mount was easy, but we found
the Griffin wasn’t able to grip our iPad Air as tightly as its main rival, and it’s
bulkier with a full-sized iPad on board. Still, there’s good access to all of the
iPad’s ports and holes, and even though you can’t alter the viewing angle,
the Griffin is well worth considering as it comes with a case and a headrest
mount, giving added protection from dirt and children’s sticky fingers.

Griffin CinemaSeat for iPad Air
Best price: £24.95 Rating:★★★★
Model tested: iPad Air

Contact: 0800 098 8200, www.amazon.co.uk

centre
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Martin Saarinen

Verdict

TABLET MOUNTS
Which of eight headrest holders is best for keeping rear passengers entertained?

PRODUCTGROUPTEST 25 | 5 | 2016
Every week, we extensively test all the latest car kit from tyres to trim cleaners.
Log on to www.autoexpress.co.uk to look through our huge online test archive.

STREETWIZE’S universal holder is good for a range of tablet sizes, but we found it
tricky to install, as it comes with a number of screw anchor points that were rather
fiddly. Plus, it was equally difficult to remove. Although the rubber padding on the
handles helped keep the tablet safe and scratch-free, we would have liked to see
more grip. However, we did like the options for adjusting the viewing angle, and
being able to switch our tablets from portrait to landscape mode was handy, too.

THIS expensive Arkon product was the most time-consuming mount to install
and remove due to that fact that it uses a complicated hooking system, with
eight claws of different sizes to hold any tablet. We really liked the result
when the hardware was eventually fitted, as it doesn’t move while driving and
is sturdy thanks to a spring-loaded grip mechanism. We also like the fact the
headrest mount arm can be extended to be viewed from the centre of the car.

THERE’S a backboard to this Arkon mount instead of the claw grip set-
up used by the TAB3-RSHM, making it easier to install and remove.
It has the same hooking mechanism to attach to the headrest, but
here the iPad clips straight into the case. Again, we found it very
stable while driving and, like with the other Arkon mount, the
IPM3-RSHM3 can be extended to be viewed in the centre of the car.

THIS universal tablet mount from Kit is very similar in design to the Streetwize product,
but it’s actually slightly smaller. The size doesn’t make the mount a lot easier to install,
though, as you still have to fiddle with screws to get it sitting properly on the headrest. The
hooks holding the tablet are also thinner compared to the Streetwize mount’s, and that
contributed to a distinct lack of grip – the worst on test, in fact. Although we like the way you
can switch the viewing angle around, the Universal Tablet Car Headrest Mount is flimsy.

Streetwize Universal Fit Headrest Mount
Best price £9.99 Rating:★★★
Model tested: Universal (7-10 inches) Contact: 020 3474 0909, www.racshop.co.uk

ArkonTAB3-RSHM
Best price: £31.95 Rating:★★★
Model tested: Universal (7-12 inches) Contact: 08450 545 084, morpethmobiles.co.uk

Arkon IPM3-RSHM3
Best price: £32.95 Rating:★★★
Model tested: iPad 2, 3, 4 Contact: 08450 545 084, www.morpethmobiles.co.uk

Kit UniversalTablet Car Headrest Mount
Best price: £14.99 Rating: ★★
Model tested: Universal (7-10 inches) Contact: 01425 284000, www.amazon.co.uk

TABLET computers have quickly
become an everyday item for many
households, but they’re not just handy
to have around the home; as they’re
portable, they’re ideal for use in the car.

When going for a long drive or on a
holiday road trip, especially with young
children, tablets can be the perfect
solution to keeping everyone happy,
as they hold plenty of content.

But if you’re watching a film for a long
time or have multiple occupants who
need to see the screen, you don’t want to
be holding the tablet or resting it on your
lap, as this can lead to neck problems.

So that’s where a good headrest
mount can work wonders in keeping
back seat passengers amused for hours
with films, cartoons and games.

There are plenty on the market
offering a variety of fitting solutions for
a number of different tablet sizes, from
portable seven-inch screens to hefty
12-inch work surfaces. We tested eight
solutions – read on to find out which
is the best option to take on those
well earned breaks this summer.

Howwe
tested them

EASE of use was our main priority – it was
important to be able to set up and remove
the headrest mounts easily whenever we
parked the car, as leaving them on display
can attract the wrong kind of attention.

We also looked for mounts that gripped
our tablets tightly and prevented them
from moving around. Another plus was
being able to change the viewing angle
and positioning for multiple viewers. We
tested each mount with as many tablets
as it claimed to accommodate, before
considering price – taken from various
online sources as we went to press.

THE Olixar Universal Pro mount wins
our test. Although it’s bulky, it’s easy
to install and use and has a unique set-
up. The Kit Premium mount takes second
place for a similarly impressive design,
while Griffin’s CinemaSeat completes the
podium by blending practicality and value.

1. Olixar Universal Headrest Mount Pro
2. Kit Premium Universal Tablet Holder
3. Griffin CinemaSeat for iPad Air

k
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@AE_Consumer

YOUR VIEWS ON YOUR CARS

2016 Results
SX-4 S-Cross Factfile

Bars show where model
finished out of 150 cars in
our 2016 survey. The lower
the rating the better89.43%

OVERALL SCORE

Years: 2013 to present CO2: 110g/km

Fuel economy: 67.2mpg (1.6 DDiS SZ3)

Best options: Sat-nav, Bluetooth, reversing
camera, automatic emergency braking

Prices: From £8,000

RELIABILITY
BUILD QUALITY
RUNNING COSTS
PERFORMANCE

ROAD HANDLING
RIDE QUALITY

EASE OF DRIVING
SEAT COMFORT
PRACTICALITY
IN-CAR TECH

72
113
19
141
27
96
92
28
19
58

150 120 75 40 1

Suzuki SX4 S-Cross
YOU TELL US... Practical crossover is cheap to run, but quality trails

Rate your insurance and
breakdown provider now
www.autoexpress.co.uk/DPinsurance

“EXCELLENT handling
and performance.”

“It comes with a good
amount of kit as standard.”

“I’m impressed by the
car’s fuel economy.”

“Ideal for towing caravans;
there’s plenty of grunt
from the diesels.”

“The gearchange is slick,
and it’s very easy to drive.”

“A very comfortable car
to drive on long journeys.”

“It’s a very spacious car.
Handy on holiday and
family trips.”

“A nimble car. Easy to park.”

“I’M having issues with the
handbrake not working.
The car keeps moving
backwards on inclines.”

“I don’t like all the
hard plastics found
inside the cabin.”

“It is very noisy
on motorways.”

“The rear parcel shelf is
flimsy and keeps rattling.”

“I’ve found the suspension
doesn’t cope with rough
terrain very well.”

“Sat-nav sometimes needs
to re-boot to work properly.”

“The CVT box can take
some getting used to.”

Q

Q

Q

A

A

A

OBD to fight Ford thieves
I’VE ordered a Ford Fiesta ST3, but have been
reading how thieves can steal cars by hacking
in to them. My dealer says he can fit a £199
OBD device which should stop this. Are these
kind of devices all the same, and do they work?
Keith Pavitt, E-mail

THERE are several systems on the market
and they work in different ways. Ford has
teamed up with one supplier to offer OBD
security devices. There are other slightly
cheaper products on the market, but you’ll
be able to get your dealer to fit this device.

Do Ineedcambeltalready?
MY second-hand Volkswagen Golf recently
went in for a service. It had the cambelt
changed four years ago, and has since done
58,000 miles, but I’m being told the belt
will need swapping soon. Is this true?
HowardStevens, E-mail

VW recommends changing your cambelt every
four to five years, so this sounds about right.
It’s an expensive job, but the cambelt is one
of the most vital parts of your engine, and
if it was to fail, you would need a whole
new engine, which will cost much more.

Mystery leak in footwell
I’M starting to notice a little bit of water
in the footwell of my car after heavy rain.
Would you have any idea what causes
this, and what can be done to fix it?
RossTomlinson, E-mail

THE problem could be your door seals. If
your car is old, the seals could have become
worn, and will start letting in water. There
are some sealant conditioners on the market
which will help. Check draining holes, too,
as these could be blocked by leaves.
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FROM £7,500 Premium supermini is a fine second-hand choice, but comes at a price
BUYER’S GUIDE: AudiA1
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d-hand choice, but comes at a price

SOME manufacturers build their
smaller cars to lower standards to save cash,
but not Audi. So when you buy an A1, it’s
made with the same attention to detail as
an A4 or Q5; you just pay for the privilege.

This model is definitely a premium
product, so if you’re strapped for cash,
you’ll have to shop elsewhere. But if you
can afford one, the A1 is a great alternative
to some of the more obvious luxury small
cars out there. When we ran a 1.4 TFSI on
our fleet, it proved very popular thanks
to its perky engine, high-quality cabin,
and strong comfort and refinement.

History
THE A1 debuted in three-door hatch guise
in late 2010 with 1.2 TFSI or 1.4 TFSI petrol
engines, or a 1.6 TDI diesel. All had manual
gearboxes, and the 1.4 initially delivered
120bhp, but soon after a 182bhp edition
with an S tronic dual-clutch auto arrived.

The 1.6 TDI claimed CO2 emissions of
105g/km at launch; in summer 2011, this
was cut to 99g/km. Audi launched the five-
door Sportback in spring 2012, just before a
2.0 TDI engine. The 138bhp 1.4 TFSI Cylinder
on Demand (CoD) of 2013 shut down two of
its four cylinders when cruising to cut CO2.

A November 2014 facelift brought styling
tweaks, extra kit and cleaner engines to the
A1 range, including a 1.0-litre TFSI three-
cylinder petrol unit to replace the 1.2 TFSI.
From this point on, the S tronic dual-clutch
gearbox was available with any engine.

Which one?
NONE of the engines is weak, and all offer
decent economy; the 1.2 TFSI and 1.6 TDI
provide better performance than you might
expect. The seven-speed dual-clutch box is
great to use as it provides manual control
with fast automatic shifts and virtually no
fuel consumption penalty. All A1s come

with alloy wheels, electric windows,
ESP, air-con, height-adjustable front
seats and an eight-speaker CD/tuner.

Sport spec brings bigger 16-inch
alloys, stiffer suspension, sports seats,
a multifunction steering wheel and
multimedia. S line spec adds 17-inch
wheels, part-leather trim, LED interior
lighting and black headlining. The S line
carries a big premium over the SE and
Sport; but the SE is well equipped and the
comfiest edition, too, so it’s all you need.

Alternatives
THE MINI is the A1’s most obvious rival,
yet it has a much smaller boot. Plus, the
five-door arrived only recently, so prices
remain high. The DS 3 plays the value card
heavily, and it’s more stylish and spacious.
There’s no five-door option, but you’ll get
more for your money and a bigger boot.

Alfa Romeo’s MiTo is sporty and stylish,
although it’s not very practical and suffers
disappointing ergonomics. The Fiat 500 has
universal appeal, while the Abarth editions
are fast and distinctive. While it’s cute, fun
to drive and reliable, the 500 comes only as
a three-door, and practicality is poor thanks
to its small boot and cramped back seats.

Verdict
THE A1 quickly built up an impressive trophy
cabinet, with awards from Auto Express and
our sister site Carbuyer. It’s easy to see why,
as Audi’s smallest car offers the same build
quality, excellent ergonomics and hi-tech
features as the brand’s bigger models.

This upmarket supermini is more
common than you might think, too, with
around 3,000 used A1s for sale in the UK.
However, you’ll struggle to find any bargains,
because while it’s easy to spend plenty on a
new example, strong residuals mean used
values tend to be high. But as with so many
things in life, you get what you pay for.

Interior

THE A1’s cabin has the same upmarket feel as Audi’s
bigger models, and it’s well laid out. Space is good in
the front, but rear head and legroom are tight in three-
door cars and access is awkward, too. The boot holds
270 litres – more than a MINI but less than a DS 3.

THE A1 rose two places to 150th in our Driver
Power 2016 survey, which is disappointing
for a premium car that’s still relatively new.
It managed two top 100 category ratings, for
build quality (73rd) and performance (71st);
109th place for running costs, 128th for
reliability and 106th for handling are poor.

GRAHAM Sutcliffe from Loughborough,
Leics, owns an A1 1.2 TFSI. He told us:
“I like the looks and image, plus it blends
economy and performance with refinement.
There have been reliability issues, but my
dealer has acted quickly, so I’m happy.”

Richard Dredge Thanks to Imperial Car
Supermarkets in Hampshire
for loan of the A1 pictured.

Contact 023 8098 6917

imperialcarsupermarkets.co.uk

www.autoexpress.co.uk
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Recalls

15
2015

14
2014

13
2013

12
2012

11
2011

Insurance
group

CO2/tax
118g/km

£30

Performance
0-62mph/top speed

11.7 seconds/112mph

Running costs
55mpg (1.2 TFSi)

£49 fill-up

How much?

Partwatch

Running costs

CO2/tax
118g/km

£30

0-62mph/top speed

11.7 seconds/112mph

ing costs
55mpg (1.2 TFSi)

£49 fill-up

OWNERS can choose between fixed or variable servicing.
The former means a check every 9,000 miles/12 months,
while the latter allows up to 19,000 miles and two years.
Fixed services cost around £185; variable check-ups are
around £290. Cars over three years old are eligible for
fixed-price servicing, at £159 (interim) and £309 (major);
it’s worth buying a car with a pre-paid servicing package.

Only diesel models have a cambelt, which needs to
be replaced every five years or 75,000 miles; on later
cars, this stretches to 140,000 miles. Dealers charge
£731 for a new belt with a fresh water pump, or
£572 without the pump; these prices drop to £599
and £455 respectively from a car’s third birthday.

YOU’LL do well to find an A1 for under £7,500; this buys
a 2011 (61-plate) 1.6 TDI Sport with 100,000 miles.
There’s an even split between petrol and diesel models,
while three-door cars account for 60 per cent of A1s.

Automatics are surprisingly rare, as seven out of eight
A1s have a manual box; prices for autos start at £9,500
for a 2011 (61-reg) 1.4 TFSI Sport with 45,000 miles. Also
rare are 1.0 TFSI models; they cost from £13,000. For the
same money, you could have a 1.6 TDI S line on a 12-plate
or a 2013 (63-reg) 1.4 TFSI, both with 20,000 miles.

EVEN though the A1 is nearly six years old, it has yet to
be recalled. Despite Audi’s extensive model range, the
company has issued just nine recalls in total since the A1
arrived, although some affected more than one model.

The kinds of issues that have forced recalls on bigger
Audis include fuel leaks, airbag glitches and glass roofs
shattering or leaking. Some models have suffered from
brake servo problems, leading to a loss of braking
assistance. But the A1 has been immune to all this.

Mirrors
NOT all A1s came as

standard with heated door
mirrors, much to the apparent

disappointment of owners,
who have set up a campaign

to get them retro-fitted.

Lights
ON cars equipped

withxenon lights, the
Perspexheadlamp

housing can markthrough
overheating.This problem can

be fixed under warranty.

Sealant
INSTEAD of a spare wheel,
there’s a compressor with

sealant. Depending on which
options the original owner

selected, there may be no room
for a spare wheel in the A1.

Doors
RATTLESfrom the front

doors point to the linkage
for the door lockmechanism

moving about. It’s simple
enough to fix the issue, though;

allyou need is a cable tie.

NEED
TOKNOW

Noisy rear brakes can be an
issue, so listen out for a
grinding noise when the

pedal is pressed.

NEED
TOKNOW

While the SE is comfy, the
bigger wheels and stiffer
suspension of the Sport

and S line give a firm ride.

NEED
TOKNOW

Only the Sportback has
three rear seats; three-door
A1s have to make do with
space for two in the back.

Prices for a 2012 A1 1.2 TFSI. Dealer prices from Listers Audi
Worcester (listers.co.uk/Audi/Worcester). Independent prices
from eurocarparts.com. *Left-hand glass. Right-hand glass £34.49.

Fuel CO2 Annual
economy emissions road tax

Model
1.0TFSI 15 67mpg 97g/km Free
1.2TFSI 86 9-12 55mpg 118g/km £30
1.4TFSI 122 16-18 53-57mpg 115-124g/km £30-£110
1.4TFSI 140 CoD 21-22 60mpg 109g/km £20
1.4TFSI 185 28 47mpg 139g/km £125
1.6TDI 14-19 70-80mpg 92-105g/km Free-£20
2.0TDI 21-22 68mpg 108g/km £20

Dealer price Independent price

Part
Front brake pads (axle set) £54.01 £26.99

Brake discs (pair) £99.89 £49.98
Door mirror glass (electric) £35.08 £24.99*

Front wiper set £36.85 £22.49

Model
1.2TFSISE 3dr N/A £9,825 £9,150 £8,375 £7,795
1.2TFSIS line 3dr N/A £12,995 £12,095 £11,095 £10,295
1.4TFSISport 3dr £13,595 £11,450 £10,650 £9,750 £8,995
1.4TFSIS line 3dr £16,195 £13,500 £12,550 £11,450 £10,650
1.6TDISE 3dr £12,450 £10,095 £9,395 £8,595 £7,995
1.6TDIS line 3dr £15,595 £12,950 £11,995 £10,995 £10,195
2.0TDIS line 3dr N/A £13,750 £12,750 £11,650 N/A

Values
courtesy

ofG
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G
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Lexus IS
FOR: Efficient if drivencarefully, solidbuild
AGAINST:Notasgreenatspeed, fiddlynav

Mazda6
FOR:Sharp looks, good todrive, cheap tobuy
AGAINST:Mixedcabinquality, firmride

BMW3Series
FOR:Great rideandhandling, strong image
AGAINST: Expensive tobuyand run

£14,000 for an economical petrol saloon
Contact:Lawrence_Allan@dennis.co.uk

Dear Lawrence, My VW Passat needs replacing
and I no longer want a diesel. What economical
petrol saloon should I be considering for £14k?

James Eastrop, E-mail

Carhunter

CA
R
S
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R

R
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B
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AS you’d expect from a Lexus, the IS benefits from
exceptional cabin quality and there’s loads of kit, but
the navigation system is very fiddly to use. The 450-litre
boot is small, too, although rear seat space is decent.

THE Mazda shows its mainstream underpinnings
inside, where the hard plastics don’t have an especially
premium look or feel. The layout is driver-focused,
however, and space is better than in either rival here.

IT doesn’t deliver the outright luxury of the Lexus
inside, but the BMW’s interior is still very pleasant
and offers a great driving position. Sat-nav is easy to
operate, while there’s decent room and a 480-litre boot.

OWNERS love the IS; it finished in fourth place in
our Driver Power 2016 satisfaction survey. Both
reliability and build quality scores were excellent,
and we’ve heard of no major issues with the Lexus.

THE Mazda 6 finished in a credible 55th place out
of 150 cars in Driver Power 2016. Some clutch and
gearbox issues were reported on early models,
so be sure to check carefully before buying.

THE 3 Series was the poorest performing car here in
Driver Power 2016 – it ranked 68th – but that’s still
pretty good. No major reliability issues have been
reported as yet, although parts will be pricey to buy.

LEXUS has been offering an alternative to the diesel
norm for years with its hybrid saloons, and the IS Mk3
is a stylish choice, as long as you know how to use it.

It pairs a four-cylinder petrol engine with an electric
motor, which makes for smooth, silent and efficient
running at low speeds. But at higher speeds, the IS
turns purely to petrol power and is much thirstier;
expect just over 40mpg economy. We found a
2013 IS 300h SE with 78,000 miles for £13,950.

MOST petrol saloons are turbocharged, but Mazda’s
clever SkyActiv naturally aspirated petrols are more
efficient than you might expect. The base 143bhp
2.0-litre in the 6 claims 51.4mpg economy, and while
it can’t quite match its turbo rivals, in the real world
you’ll be hitting well over 40mpg most of the time.

The car is fun to drive and a decent cruiser on the
motorway, but the ride is firm. Our search revealed
a 2014 SE-L Nav 2.0 with 26,000 miles for £13,000.

IF you’re a keen driver and are willing to pay for the
privilege, you have to consider BMW’s 3 Series in
320i EfficientDynamics form. It claims 53mpg,
and although this will be more like 40mpg in the
real world, the car’s outright pace makes it worth it.

Add a great ride, impressive handling, strong
refinement, a smart cabin and a classy image, and
the BMW is a great buy. In the classifieds was a 2013
320i ED manual with 44,000 miles for £13,655.

THEQUALITYCHOICE THEVALUECHOICE THEDRIVER’S CHOICE
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Shotof
adrenaline
Which of these extreme second-hand sports cars serves up more muscular thrills?

Sporty bodykit
gives downforce

a boost on Nissan

PeugeotRCZR
Years: 2014 to date Engine: 1.6-litre 4cyl, 266bhp

Ins group: 42 Official econ/CO2: 44.8mpg/145g/km

Why? RCZ R is agile and quick, despite the smaller

1.6-litre engine. It looks great, too, with edgy styling.

Prices from: £18,000

Nissan370ZNismo
Years: 2014 to date Engine: 3.7-litre V6, 339bhp

Ins group: 46 Official econ/CO2: 26.6mpg/248g/km

Why? The Nissan has some old-school charm, and

aggressive looks appeal, but it’s a thirsty choice.

Prices from: £24,000

RCZ R
29.4mpg (on test)

£60 fill-up

370Z Nismo
22mpg (on test)

£78 fill-up

Uprated Peugeot
is a quicker and
more agile choice

WITH its sharp steering and chassis set-up,
the standard Peugeot RCZ handles very well
for a front-wheel-drive performance car.

But the RCZ R, developed by racing
engineers at Peugeot Sport, takes things a
step further. Faster, lighter and more precise,
it’s packed with track-inspired technology.

Under the bonnet, the brand’s proven
1.6-litre turbo petrol engine has benefited
from comprehensive attention and produces
266bhp. The combination of strong front-end
grip and fast steering lets the R dart into
corners. On the road, there’s so much grip that
you’re unlikely to reach the limits of the chassis
– but it’s great to push when on track days.

The RCZ R emits just 145g/km of CO2, and
buyers can expect to average around 30mpg,
so fuel bills shouldn’t break the bank, either.

The standard RCZ also did well in our
Driver Power 2016 satisfaction survey,
finishing 65th, with performance and
road handling praised by owners.

REAR-wheel drive and a brawny 339bhp V6
are what you get with the Nissan 370Z, but the
Nismo version adds a sports exhaust, a set of
Recaro sports seats and 19-inch alloy wheels.

The bodykit won’t be to everyone’s taste,
but it does serve a purpose – a larger front
air intake, smaller rear wing and new
air inlets all increase downforce.

The 370Z Nismo’s manual box is a highlight
with short and well weighted changes, plus
automatic blips of the throttle on downshifts,
thanks to the clever SynchroRev system.

It certainly feels more agile and planted
than the base model, and the hefty steering
makes it quite physical to drive. Unfortunately,
the changes can’t elevate it above the RCZ R.

This all means the Nissan isn’t as fast, clean
or, crucially, fun to drive as the Peugeot. It will
appeal more to lovers of rear-wheel drive, big-
capacity engines or Japanese muscle, though.

The standard 370Z didn’t appear in Driver
Power, but that’s likely down to its rarity.

Nissan 370Z Nismo

★★★★★
NISSAN’S Nismo upgrade
improved the 370Z’s chassis, but
it’s let down by a harsh engine,
hefty price tag and excessive
running costs. The extravagant
bodykit is an acquired taste, too.

Peugeot RCZ R

★★★★★
THE RCZ R is one of the best front-
wheel-drive performance cars
we’ve driven. It’s a rewarding,
well engineered coupé that’s
faster and sharper than the
standard car, yet just as efficient.

Steering is sharp, and the
RCZ R handles well. It’s also
impressively fuel efficient

Nismo feels more agile than
standard 370Z, but it loses out
on speed, style and overall fun

11
Peugeot
RCZR

★★★★★

22
Nissan 370Z
Nismo

★★★★★
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All the action from the world of motorsport
Sport

Stephen Errity
Stephen_Errity@dennis.co.uk

Brits gunning for Indy 500 glory

Rallycross ready for UK round
■ Solberg’s aiming for top spot
■ Guy Wilks joins home round

Mercedes moves
on from Spain KO
MERCEDES is looking
to put the first-lap
crash between Lewis
Hamilton (right) and
Nico Rosberg at the
recent Spanish Grand
Prix behind it.

Formula One heads
to Monaco on Sunday
for its most famous
race of the year, and Mercedes team
boss Toto Wolff reckons the reigning
champion squad will pick itself up and
move on. “We’ve matured as a team over
the past years, so we’ll be able to move
on from this and, hopefully, fight back
in a positive way in Monaco,” he said.

AMERICA’S biggest motorsport event, the
Indianapolis 500, takes place this weekend,
with four British drivers hoping to emulate
the recent success of Scot Dario Franchitti
and the late Dan Wheldon at the race.

It’ll be a particularly poignant weekend
for Stefan Wilson, racing in memory of both
his older brother Justin, killed in an IndyCar
race last August, and Wheldon, who lost
his life in a race at Las Vegas in late 2011.

Both Wilson and fellow Brit Max Chilton
are contesting their first Indy 500, while
four-time starter Pippa Mann and Jack
Hawksworth are also flying the flag.

A total of six former winners will take the
start of Sunday’s race: Helio Castroneves,
Juan Pablo Montoya, Buddy Lazier, Scott
Dixon, Tony Kanaan and Ryan Hunter-Reay.

LYDDEN Hill in Kent is the venue for the
fourth round of the 2016 FIA World

Rallycross Championship this weekend.
This rapid-fire, action-packed form of

motorsport is now in its third year of world
championship status, with 2003 World Rally
Champion Petter Solberg having won the
title in both 2014 and 2015. The Norwegian
took victory at Lydden Hill on his way to the
championship last season and says the
Kent venue is among the best in the series.

“It suits my DS 3 well,” he told Auto
Express last week. “You need very good
flow, it’s quite fast and you can choose to
take your ‘joker’ lap right at the start. I won
last year, but this will be a tough weekend,
as Tanner Foust is coming with Volkswagen,
Sebastien Loeb with Peugeot and Ken Block
with Ford – it’s not an easy championship!”

Although each rallycross heat lasts just a
few minutes, tyre management and strategy
play a role here just as in Formula One. US
brand Cooper Tires supplies just two sets of
dry tyres to each entrant for a
whole weekend. “The
tyres are very soft in

order to give good traction on all surfaces,”
explained Solberg. “If I want to destroy one
set by going flat out in one heat, I can, but
that’s a bit risky. You have to be smart and
not take big risks – not be too greedy about
going for positions early on so you make it
into the semi-final and final in one piece.”

Loeb is of course Solberg’s old sparring
partner in the WRC and the Norwegian says
he’s not surprised the Frenchman has been

immediately on the pace in rallycross,
taking his first podium last time out in
Belgium. “I knew he would be fast and
consistent, as he came into a good car and
a good team straight away,” said Solberg.

“It’s a long season, but now that he’s got
his first podium it should be a good fight –
that’s what we like,” he continued.

Another former rally driver contesting
rallycross this weekend will be double

British champion Guy Wilks, who reached
the final at Lydden last year in a JRM Racing
MINI Countryman. This year, he’ll line up
alongside fellow Brit Liam Doran in an
Olsbergs MSE-run Ford Fiesta supercar.

“I’m massively looking forward to getting
back behind the wheel at Lydden,” said the
Durham driver. “To get another chance to
show what I can do is a great opportunity
and racing on track is where I want to be.”

FLYING
THE FLAG
Wilson (above)
and Mann
(right) start
the Indy 500
this Sunday

Solberg took a popular win at
Lydden Hill last season and
is once again in title fight

Brit Wilks to make rallycross return in Kent
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nextweek

onsale
Wednesday 1 June

●
News● Product tests
Drives● Features & Sport

TESTED

DRIVEN

DRIVEN
Motoring’s most outspoken and
opinionated columnist sounds off

The global trend is for
more town and city
living, which causes
much-reduced space
per driver in those
non-rural areas

Kia’s new hybrid

New Nissan GT-R

Boxster vs TTS

Production version of new petrol-electric
SUV hits the road – and we give our verdict

Power upgrade to 562bhp and new sports
suspension give muscle car fresh lease of life

Is turbo Porsche still as compelling to drive?
We find out as it faces stylish Audi roadster

UNLESSglobal automakers concentrate
harderoncreatingcarsmoreappropriate

for theincreasingly limitedroadspacebeneath
them,we’ll soon sleepwalk into gridlock.
Theworld’s highway ‘network’ struggles to
accommodate the roughly 1.2 billionmotors
currentlydrivenorparkedon/around it. And
it’s agiventhat come2035,whenforecasts say
the populationwill hit around8.3bn and car
numbers 2.0bn, the requirednear-doubling
of lanes formotoristswillnotbe forthcoming.
That volatile cocktail ofmore citizens,
ongoingupsurges in consumer demand,
plus comparatively fewnew roads could be
hellish.And there’s anotherproblem: country
areas are out, towns and cities are verymuch
in as far as the current (7.4bn) population
is concerned. The balance has tipped,with
themajority of folk now living inurban
rather than rural areas. In Britain the ratio
is 83:17. Andby 2035 it’ll be nearer 90:10.
Worldwide, around4bnpeople are now
squeezing themselves in, not spreading
themselves out. Escaping to (or even staying
within) the countryside is losing its allure.
So let’s accept that the global trend is for
more townand city living,which inevitably
causesmuch-reduced road space per driver in thosenon-rural areas.
A part-solution? TheUrbanCar (TUC). It can be city car sized... or up to
4mlong if fiveor seven tight seats are essential. If it doesn’t haveultimate
greendrivingmachinecredentials it’snotaproperurbancar. It alsoneeds
tobeoccupant, passenger, pedestrian and cyclist friendly. Andquiet as
a kayaknoise levelswouldhelp. Affordable buying/running/parking
costs (half price chargeswhenbay-sharing, surely) are all essential.
Of course, the urban car has to be fun, and capable of 70mph
onoccasionalmotorway trips to the countryside or beach.
WearingmyWorldCar Awards director and vice-chairmanhat,
I’ve proposed and taken responsibility for theWorldUrbanCar
competition thatwill, from2017, be presented at theNewYorkMotor
Show. Andduring our recentmeeting,UK transportminister Andrew
Jones askedme toupdate himandhisDepartment for Transport team
onwhatwehopewill be the rise and rise of the purpose-built urban car.
Start gettingused to it. This could become the only three or
four-wheeled vehicle urbanites – that’smost of us –will be
legally permitted to drive to and fromourneighbourhoods.

Join the debate now... www.autoexpress.co.uk/opinion
Back chat

Mike
Rutherford

Do you agree with Mike?
Have your say at facebook.com/autoexpress @The_Rutherford
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warrantywise.co.uk

If your car goes wrong, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not toIf your car goes wrong, you could be faced with wallet busting repair bills. Not to 
mention the hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor formention the hassle of dealing with the garage and being without your motor for 
days, or even weeks on end.

An award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace ofAn award-winning car repair plan from Warrantywise gives you total peace of 
mind when your car goes bang! All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards All of our plans include car hire, hotel & onwards 
travel expenses as well as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to anytravel expenses as well as recovery as standard. You can also take your car to any 
VAT registered garage in the UK or Europe for repairs!

Prices start from just £19 per month.
Best of all its been designed by motoring
consumer champion, Quentin Willson. Designed by Quentin WillsonQuentin Willson

Watch Quentin’s Guide
warrantywise.co.uk/guide

WORRIED ABOUT EXPENSIVE CAR

REPAIR BILLS?

Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at the time of printing.

Simply the Best in the Business

QUENTIN VIDEO GUIDE
Watch as motoring expert, Quentin Willson,
explains the benefits of a used car warranty.

THEO IS WARRANTY WISE
Warrantywise are delighted that Theo Paphitis has
done the wise thing and protected his jaw-dropping
Maybach with a Warrantywise warranty.

Read the full article at: www.warrantywise.co.uk/theo




