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Explore new territory | Visit mitsubishi-cars.co.uk to find your nearest dealer.

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN
WITH GREAT FINANCE OPTIONS2 & A 5 YEAR WARRANTY3

The Mitsubishi Shogun goes where other vehicles 

fear to tread. With its Super Select 4WD system the 
fearless Shogun turns untamed territory into nothing 
more than a stroll in the park. 
And whether you’re exploring in the LWB or SWB 
model, the Mitsubishi Shogun is engineered to conquer 
the world’s toughest landscapes. Luckily, there’s a 
more welcoming environment waiting at your local 
Mitsubishi dealership when you book a test drive. 
We call this Intelligent Motion.

LWB from £31,0341

7 SEATS  |  3.5 TONNE TOWING
SWB from £28,6341

5 SEATS  |  3 TONNE TOWING

1. Prices shown include VAT (at 20%) and exclude VED and First Registration Fee. Metallic paint extra. On The Road prices range from £29,559 to £40,224 and include VED and First Registration Fee. Prices correct at time of going to print. Shogun SG4 LWB model 

shown with accessory 20” black/silver wheels fitted - available at extra cost. 2. Finance is through Shogun Finance Ltd T/A Finance Mitsubishi 116 Cockfosters Rd, Barnet, EN4 0DY and is subject to status to customers aged 18 and over. Finance Mitsubishi is 

part of Lloyds Banking Group. Finance options are only applicable in the UK (excludes Northern Ireland, Channel Islands & I.O.M) and may be amended or withdrawn at any time. 3. All new Shogun variants come with a 5 year/62,500 mile warranty (whichever occurs 

first). For more information please visit www.mitsubishi-cars.co.uk/warranty. Fuel figures shown are official EU test figures, to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

Shogun range fuel consumption in mpg (ltrs/100km): Urban 26.9 – 27.4 (10.5 – 10.3), Extra Urban 32.8 – 34.0 (9.3 - 9.0), Combined 30.4 – 31.4 (9.3 – 9.0), 
CO2 emissions 245 - 238 g/km.



COVER PICTURE: A B IG SPRING FISH FROM THE RIVER MORISTON. PHOTOGRAPH BY HELGE DAHLEN .
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Deep Water Sinking
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Up and Under 10ft
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Built for prime cuts across a mountain of luorocarbon,
mono, and wire. Simms’new Nipper takes this angling
mainstay to the next level.

Code Size

MM4420 Citron

MM4419 Chrome

MM3301 Gun Metal

MM3302 Oasis

MM3303 Orange £32.99
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The simple, elegant Daiwa Trout Fly rod delivers performance

&3) 6:&1.9> &9 & '&E.3,1> ,44) 57.(*� !-* 5( (&7'43 '1&30

sports a crisp medium fast action, and comes i a selection of

si es t ver st freshwater, single handed applications.
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The Chrome series sports a perfectly balanced
action that allows you to present your lies
with the grace and accuracy you desire.
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Fitted with the new aerospace grade aluminium two
5&79 7**1 8*&9� )*8.,3*) .3�-4:8* '> �7*>8 *3,.3**78 +47
better form and function.
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traditional casting styles. The XF2 “S”Series is the perfect choice
for those who feel they would like to venture into the world of
short head lines and shooting heads, and are seeking the correct
tool for the job but don’t want to go back to casting school.
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favour the use of a full line. Provides performance at short as well as
longer range, a much overlooked yet very important factor when
choosing a ishing rod. The traditional action perfectly complements
casting full length loating, intermediate, or sinking lines.
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The XF2 Salt features a fast action, high modulus blank 
designed for throwing heavy l ies into the stif est wind. 
!-*8*�74)8�(&3�5*7+472�<-*7*�'7:9*�+47(*�.8�7*6:.7*)��
while at the same time, able to present to a charging 
i sh at twenty feet.
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Features the ingenious 
and TX2 characteristic 
micro adjustable rim 
control drag system.
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components at a great price and are great for the
beginning ly angler and seasoned pro alike.
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with the latest “Cross Weave”technology

and have a wonderful, precise and balanced
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has led them to a rod with minimum

recovery vibration that allows the caster to

vary tempo without problem. The formed

handle is a blend of cork and epoxy that

provides ultimate grip in all situations.
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most discerning ly angler.
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burl wooden spacers, high grade alloy reel 

i ttings and section line up marks.
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combined with a new advanced blank design the XF2 is 

a light line rod that can’t be bettered.
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casting ability and performance at an incredible price.

&RGH /HQJWK :HLJKW 7\SH

*&���� ��IW ��J ����

*&���� ����IW ��J �����

*&���� ����IW ��J ������

*&���� ����IW ��J ������

57* 6.$*,7 .,76
Intermediate belly section,
5&(0&,*)�<.9-�&�!�
��!��
&3) !���9.5��,.;.3,�>4: &
diverse kit, right out the box.
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Designed around a convenient

four section assembly each model

immediately transmits a positive

feel and their balance in the hand
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you right down to the tip.

��)7:,/'(51(66

&RGH /HQJWK $)70 3FV 553 3ULFH

':���� ��IW ��� � ����

;7�6$/021�52'

&RGH &RORXU 553 3ULFH

7/���� ,WR :DNDVDJL �� � ������

7/���� 6H[\ $\X ���� ������

7/���� :DNDVDJL �� � ������

&RGH &RORXU 553 3ULFH

7/���� &RVPLF 6KDG �� ���� ������

7/���� +7 +DNRQH :DNDVDJL � � ������

7/���� ,WR :DNDVDJL � ���� ������

7/���� 0DW 7LJHU � � ������

7/���� 6WHDOWK :DNDVDJL �� � ������

7/���� *3 3UREOXH ,, � � ������

7/���� 0 6H[\ 6KDG �� � ������

&RGH &RORXU 553 3ULFH

7/���� +7 ,WR 7HQQHVV\ 6' � � ������

7/���� :DNLQ $<8 �� � ������

Magnum - 17.7g / 130mm

Oneten+1 - 14.3g / 110mm

Oneten - 14.3g / 110mm
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These include internal rattles for maximum attraction, tungsten composite balancing weights for 
optimised casting distance and nose first dive in the water, and a host of superb visual attractors.
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Tel: 0141 212 8880     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

Glasgow Angling 

Centre

Unit 1, The Point 

Retail Park

29 Saracen Street

Glasgow G22 5HT
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Extensive range  |  Established 1951  |  Expert advice from experienced fishermen

Whiting American
Hackle - Whole Saddles

SALAR HOOKS
TYING DOUBLES RRP £8.99 – ONLY £6.00
Gold size 13 + 15
Silver size 15

TYING SINGLES
RRP £5.99
ONLY £3.50
Gold size 5 +7

TUBE DOUBLES RRP £8.99 – ONLY £6.00
Black size 5 + 7
Gold size 7
Silver size 5 + 7

TUBE SINGLES RRP £5.99 – ONLY £3.50
Gold size 5, 7, 9 + 11
Silver size 5 +11

Devon Minnow
and Mounts -

only £1.50 each

Grey’s XF2 Double 
Handed Fly Rod

HALF PRICE

Highlander Green, Dr Blue, 
Golden Olive, Red, Black

ONLY £19.99 EACH

13’ RRP £359.00 NOW £180.00
14’ RRP £379.99 NOW £190.00
15’ RRP £399.99 NOW £200.00
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Editor’s letter
Andrew Flitcroft reports on the classification of salmon rivers 

by the Scottish Government and the closure of 
mixed-stock netting in Scotland 

C
ONSIDERING the 
devastating floods it’s great 
to see a few salmon being
caught on the Tay in the
opening weeks of the 
season. Most rivers will be

open by the time you read this. That’s right,
the rivers are open for business as usual,
but don’t be surprised if, when you arrive at
your beat, the hut has been replaced by a
shiny new model. You may also need to
rethink how you fish your favourite pool, if
it’s still there. Whatever your river, or beat, I
wish you and the gillies a good dollop of luck
as we start to put the destruction behind us.

In the same week that the Scottish Minster for
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform,
Aileen McLeod, opened the Tay at Dunkeld she also
confirmed the new and much-debated measures to
regulate the killing of wild salmon in Scotland. This 
announcement follows Scottish Government’s public 
consultation over its plans to categorise the nation’s 
rivers based upon the health of their salmon stocks. 
This year’s categorization is now complete and the 
measures, which will be law from April 1, 2016, will 
follow the existing spring salmon conservation 
regulations, which conclude on March 31. The law sees 
an end to the killing of wild salmon outwith estuary 
limits, for a period of three years. That means an 
end to all mixed-stock net fisheries, which 
exploit stocks indiscriminately – killing fish 
destined for rivers whose salmon
populations are under threat.

 In her announcement Dr McLeod
stated, “It is important to remember
that the prohibition on netting outside
estuary limits will be reviewed in
three years and should the stocks
improve the potential exists to 
recommence activities in the future within a
sustainable framework.” 

She called for both netsmen and the District Salmon
Fishery Boards to engage positively in the coming 
years, to recognise the challenge that these measures 
will present going forward and to acknowledge the
contribution all can make to influence the future.

In addition, the killing of salmon in inland waters 
will be managed and reviewed on an annual basis,
principally by categorising fishery districts by their 
conservation status. Those with Category 1 status have 
a stock deemed sustainable to harvest fish and will
maintain the status quo. For example, on the Tay, Tweed 
and Spey the killing of salmon by rod and line may
continue (after March 31) under the individual fishery’s 

existing conservation code. Currently, on 
the Spey, anglers are encouraged to release 
all salmon until May 31, after which the 1st, 
3rd, 5th (etc...) cock fish may be killed, 
while all hen salmon, hen grilse 
and all stale or unseasonable 
fish must be released.

Those rivers in Category 2 can continue to 
harvest fish, but are deemed at risk and will 
be under close scrutiny. Category 3 rivers, 
most of which are on the west coast, will be 
mandatory catch-and-release.

One significant change to the initial 
recommendations will be the requirement 
for a Conservation Plan for all rivers 

regardless of their conservation status (initially it 
was just Categories 1 and 2). The plan will provide 
measures of stock levels, explain how problems are 
to be addressed and identify potential threats, 
including predation, fish-farming, barriers to 
migration and hydropower.

Such talk and mention of the key threats over 
and above exploitation by rod and line (and nets) is 
encouraging. Maybe in Dr McLeod, the salmon angler, 
we have an ally that is serious about confronting 
issues that Scottish Government has blatantly 
swept under the carpet in the past?

“Our salmon is a valuable and important asset,” she 
said. “We must protect and balance conserving stocks 
with the interests of those who fish for salmon. It is 
absolutely right that we take action now to protect our 
stocks for the future. The changes have been subject to 

extensive consultation and we have 
listened and made some changes 
to the district classifications as a 
result of all the feedback 
we have received.” 
(See Newsreel, page 51.)

Hughie Campbell Adamson, 
chairman of Salmon and Trout Conservation Scotland, 
said: “While we welcome Scottish Government’s 
acceptance of the basic principle that exploitation of 
wild salmon should be restricted to those stocks where 
there is a sustainable surplus, we are concerned that 
some rivers, including many fished by angling clubs, 
may have been wrongly classified on the basis of 
inadequate information. Furthermore the fact that 
most of the rivers in the salmon-farming dominated 
West Highlands and Islands are in the ‘no exploitation 
of wild salmon possible’ category must set alarm 
bells ringing regarding the negative impact of 
aquaculture – in particular that of sea-lice 
parasites, which all too often are allowed 
to proliferate in salmon farm cages.”

“Maybe Dr McLeod is 
serious about confronting 

the issues”



The secret’s out...
Better known for its salmon fishing, the Cumbrian Derwent is also 
home to some stunning wild brownies, as Paul Procter discovered

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  R O D  C A L B R A D E



Paul carefully controls 
the drift of his fly as 

he searches for trout 
on the Castle Fishery.
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HE CUMBRIAN Derwent had been on 
my “to do” list for more years than I 
cared to remember. I’d been tipped off 
about great hatches and big trout but 
despite its nearness to my home I’d 
always been distracted by other rivers.

Rising near Scafell Pike, England’s 
highest peak, the Derwent initially 
rushes north to Keswick where it’s 
joined by the River Greta. It then flows 
through Derwent Water and 
Bassenthwaite Lake before its course 
swings west to meander through 
Cockermouth and on to the Irish Sea.

Large lakes like Bassenthwaite usually temper a 
river’s anger, but Mother Nature bared her teeth and 
overcame the Derwent’s built-in stability in 
November 2009 when unprecedented rainfall caused 
devastating floods. Sadly, another record deluge last 
December brought more chaos, this time affecting 
most of Cumbria with the Derwent, Eden and Kent 
bearing the brunt. But communities picked 
themselves up and got on with life. It was the run-up 
to Christmas and the shops and services in many
towns and villages re-opened within days. A
testament to the locals’ gutsy character.

In normal flows the lush-looking lower reaches of
the Derwent scream salmon, where anyone proficient
with a double-hander can scribe D-loops in the sky
until their hearts are content. In fact, because this is
the realm of salmon-fishers, trout men often don’t get
a look-in. Not that this should bother them as from
Bassenthwaite Lake upstream lies classic trout water,
perfect for the traditional wet-fly.

The middle reaches, close to Bassenthwaite and
Derwent Water, are a compromise, attractive to both
salmon- and trout-fishers. In all but a severe drought,
there is usually enough flow to work a fly, and in high
water you’re more likely to find fishable sections,
especially close to any outflow.

I naturally gravitated to this area and the Castle
beat. Castle Fisheries manager Dave Smith was doing
the rounds when I arrived. A down-to-earth bloke, we
instantly hit it off, but while chatting about ferreting,
long netting, snaring and other countryside pursuits
his kind tour of several pools failed to sink in. It can
seem overwhelming when the information comes
thick and fast. Dave’s words of “I’m at the other end of

the phone if you get stuck” were a welcome parting
shot. He says the same to all who fish here.

I made a tentative first cast at Castle Bridge. As
nothing had stirred, I tied on a brace of weighted
nymphs on 12 ft of mono with the idea of lobbing
them up a streamy run as an opening gambit. Just as I 
was edging in to knee-deep water a subtle rise caught 
my eye 20 yards upstream, behind a grassy knoll and 
only inches from my bank. I watched intently to
confirm this was a fish and not my imagination.

Minutes later, there it was again, a gentle sip, the
sort that, if you weren’t staring straight at it, could
easily be overlooked. I’d just spent an age tinkering 
with my leader to accommodate brick-heavy nymphs 
but here was a riser and in my book that’s as good as it 
gets. After all, you know exactly where the trout sits 
and that it’s prepared to feed!

T

Paul Procter is
a vice-president
of theWild
Trout Trust, an
AAPGAImaster
instructor,
guide and
renowned
fly-tyer.

Paul’s nymphs and big dry-flies for the duo method. It takes all of Paul’s skill to net this fish as it fights to reach the abundant weed.

A shallow run below 
Bassenthwaite Lake where 
the secluded river meanders 
between sheep pasture and 
mature woodland.
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I’m not one to rush and the careful switch to a
dry-fly leader gave me time to get a handle on the
situation. The fish seemed to be picking off upwinged
duns filtered down the margins. It wasn’t much of a
hatch: I glanced midstream, but few flies could be
seen. However, I suspected this had more to do with
the reflecting light making them difficult to spot.

I crept to within 30 ft, where all became obvious:
the grass-covered clod was channelling insects down
a faint current lane that stalled a yard or so
downstream, bringing flies to a standstill. It was here
that the fish took advantage of stationary targets – no
wonder the rise forms were mere dimples. Almost
every single morsel disappeared in a gentle “blip”,
which suggested this trout wasn’t too picky, although
medium-sized olives were its favourite meal. A size
16 CDC dressing seemed appropriate.

If there’s a knack to tempting a trout sitting tight to
the bank, it is to avoid dropping your fly on the inside
of the fish where the currents generally fall slack.
Instead, aim to land the fly on the outside edge of
where the trout lies, where flows will usher it along.
Despite rehearsing this drill in my head, my initial
cast strayed 2 ft wide. Having made an adjustment
and following a deep breath or two the second effort
landed on the money and was inhaled moments later.
Due to more sedate flows, weed is well established in

“There it was again, a gentle 
sip, the sort that if you 

weren’t staring straight at it, 
could easily be overlooked”

Paul’s first Derwent brownie: this beautiful 2 lb 7 oz fish took a size 16 CDC.
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these parts and this trout seemed hell-bent on
burying itself beneath a swathe of vegetation.
Thankfully, a bit of jiggery-pokery with the rod tip
freed him and I was soon staring at 2 lb 7 oz of 
Derwent treasure.

Spurred on, I began
searching for other risers
close to the margins. I soon
spied a second fish, a solid
pounder that danced about
before coming to hand.

The next “rise” turned
out to be a false alarm
despite a convincing push
of water close to protruding
boughs. You would expect a trout to be stationed at
that very spot but after seeing countless disturbances
and no glimpse of a fishy shape, I moved in for  
a closer look.

There, perched on a submerged branch, frantically
flapping to maintain its balance and keep its head
above water was a jackdaw fledgling. When I 

approached, the scrawny bird attempted to escape by 
swimming, but was washed downstream. My landing 
net scooped up feather rather than fin and following a 
bit of futile pecking, the sodden youngster was turned 
loose on dry land, far from the water.

Good deed done, I 
returned to the river where 
at last the dribble of olives 
was developing into 
something more tangible, 
due no doubt to heavy 
cloud spilling in over the 
hilltops and bringing with 
it spells of drizzle. As the 
duns trickled off I enjoyed 

a good hour of textbook dry-fly sport using a size 14 
CDC. In truth, I reckon any number of patterns would 
have scored as the fish were rising freely.

The best topped 1 lb 8 oz and while none equalled 
the stature of my first trout, they were plump,  
small-headed creatures – a sure sign of a thriving 
population. I put that down to the abundant weed  

“This mysterious lump had 
moved a lot of water and 

caused me to consider 
strengthening my tippet”

BE L OW 
Paul’s last cast 
brought him 
this lovely 
2 lb 10 oz fish.

A B OV E  
The grassy 
knoll by which 
the first trout 
rose, prompting 
Paul to change 
to a dry-fly.
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that supports a vast community of bugs and larvae. 
Derwent trout have exquisite markings: marl-like 
spots from head to tail are coupled with bristling 
fins and it would be hard to find more attractive 
examples of Salmo trutta.

Much of the water I fished consisted of long smooth 
glides of the kind that have dry-fly enthusiasts 
rubbing their hands together. Every so often these 
majestic pools were separated by clusters of boulders 
and small pockets of water that reeked of trout. 

Fickle as ever, the Cumbrian weather then 
changed, the cloud fragmenting and shafts of 
sunlight putting the kibosh on hatching olives. Now 
was the time to explore the faster, broken runs.

I’m never as confident post-hatch because I think 
the trout have had their fill. I opted for the “best of 
both worlds” method – the duo – a black-beaded 
Pheasant-tail nymph tethered 3 ft below a heavily 
hackled Klinkhamer. My plan was to comb the water, 
hoping to chance upon the odd riser picking off 
stragglers from the hatch.

A great heave of water caught me off guard after my 
second cast, resulting in a knee-jerk snatch of the rod. 
Perhaps I was too quick, perhaps too slow, or maybe 
the fish had failed to connect. Whatever the reason, 
the fly-line landed at my feet. Whether it had been a 
huge trout, a sea-trout, or maybe even a grilse, this 
mysterious lump had moved a lot of water and caused 
me to consider strengthening my tippet (from 3.5 lb).

I calmed my nerves. Beneath a now bright sky and 
peering through the pristine water it was possible to 
identify clear gravel channels separated by swathing 
masses of ranunculus. It was here that I aimed to 
guide my flies. Countless times the Klinkhamer 
faltered as my weighted nymph found another frond 
of weed and then, finally, after a string of false takes 
there came a satisfying thumping sensation. 
A cat-and-mouse episode followed as I attempted to 
keep the fish clear of the weed. Then it bolted 
for the far bank and though it remained 
deep I was able to steer it to the net.

It weighed 2 lb 5 oz. Another belter. This was 

quickly becoming a memorable day, yet better was to 
come. I made my final cast of the day into the skinny 
water right at the pool’s head. A bronze flash caught 
my eye and in a split-second my mind wrestled with 
the idea that a decent fish could possibly occupy 
such unlikely water. Mercifully, my rod hand 
instinctively lifted to meet with jarring resistance 
before the line and fish zipped downstream, 
heading straight for deeper water.  

When a trout leaps repeatedly the fight tends to be 
short and thankfully this is what happened. It was 
just shy of 19 inches, weighed 2 lb 10 oz and was in 
spanking condition. It was the kind of trout of which 
we all dream. I’ll be heading back to the Derwent – it 
would be a great place to start the season.

   
  

          
         
  

      
     

      

   

A B OV E
A yellow sally 
stonefly. The 
river is healthy 
with plenty 
of insect life.

A B OV E L E F T
Paul rescues 
a jackdaw 
fledgling.



“How the world 
ought to be”

Tim Gent explores the extraordinary lakeland of 
northern Sweden, home of salmon, char, grayling  

and record-breaking brown trout
P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y  S U S A N N A H  A N D  T I M  G E N T



Camp made, 
it’s time to 
for Tim to 

catch supper 
at Piteälven.



H
ERE IS A map showing the fishing 
area,” explained the helpful lady, 
pushing a fold-out coloured sheet
across the counter. “The cross-
hatched areas are restricted, either
conservation areas or licensed to

commercial companies. You can fish anywhere else.”
I half registered a few small patches of tight-spaced

diagonal green lines, my mind struggling for a 
moment to make sense of all the other jumbled 
colourful patterns.  

Approaching Arjeplog I’d seen the “Fiskekort”
signs. In fact I’d spotted these dotted along the 
roadside throughout Sweden. A check with our small
blue Swedish/English dictionary confirmed that this
meant fishing license, and not surprisingly I wanted
to fish, but I still had no idea what the small white
ticket I was about to buy actually represented.  

The all-important details had been identified of
course. My license would entitle me to fish for all
species, including, I was pleased to discover, both
salmon and Arctic char. Not surprisingly, having
fished just across the border in Norway, I’d asked next
about the price. The reply, after a quick check, and an
apology that the costs had risen slightly since last
year, was that a day ticket would cost 70 kronor, one
for three days 125, and 220 kronor would cover 
things for a week. That meant seven days’ fishing 
would set me back about £17. So, returning to the 
map, what was the size of the beat I was being offered?

Now I’m pretty used to maps, but this one still had
me flummoxed. Instead of a simple broad blue line
depicting the relevant river, or a collection of splodges
in a similar hue to indicate the fishable lakes, the

map seemed to be a mass of colour, with pale blue 
smudges and squiggles mixed with red and black 
lines and those occasional small green hatched plots.  

Then, just as I was about to admit defeat and ask for 
help, it all clicked into shape. After staring at the map 
almost open-mouthed for another moment, and 
trying to keep the astonishment from my voice,  
I had to check.

“And I can fish all this?” My hand wavered helpfully 
over the plan.

“Yes,” smiled the lady, now looking a little puzzled 
herself. “Except those cross-hatched areas,” she added 
once again, pointing at one to help this rather slow 
and dim-witted foreigner.

I looked back at the glossy sheet.
The municipality of Arjeplog (pronounced Ariaplog) 

is about the size of Belgium. There are claims 
(admittedly mostly in tourist literature, but true I 
suspect) that in addition to the scores of tiny streams, 
and three or four monumental rivers, the region 
contains about 8,000 lakes. Now my license obviously 
didn’t include the whole of this area. Now that would 
be silly. No, it only covered about 70 per cent, taking 
in a great swathe of land rising up to the mountains 
and the Norwegian border to the west and across the 
fabled Arctic Circle some 20 miles to the north. To 
fish the rest would cost me another 150 kronor, or 
about £11… for the year!

I bought the two licenses.
Susannah and I then hit the road again, pushing 

our hard-pressed red van just a little further north, 
about another 30 miles further north, the last half of 
the journey on surprisingly smooth unmetalled 
roads. Packing our canoe with camping kit, we 

Tim Gent had 
the good 

fortune to grow 
up alongside a 
chalkstream in 
Wiltshire, and 
now lives in 

Devon, not far 
from the 

Torridge. He 
writes regularly 
for a number of 

magazines, 
and is author 

of Canoe 
Camping.

“

 G R A Y L I N G  I N  N O R T H E R N  S W E D E N  

B E L OW 
A fisherman’s 

paradise, which 

is shared with 

mosquitoes. 
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“We didn’t see another human  
being for three days. We did,  

though, see a lot of fish”

launched on to one of the endlessly varied rivers,  
and didn’t see another human being for three days. 
We did, though, see a lot of fish.

Now it’s at this point that I feel a need to paint this 
article in the correct light. As a Trout and Salmon 
reader, you are probably used to opening these 
hallowed glossy covers to read one report after the 
other, each one a detailed account of the 
circumstances leading enticingly towards the 
capture of some prize salmonid.  
This isn’t one of those articles.

In the space where you might usually expect a 
photograph of a justifiably pleased angler, struggling 
under the weight of some plump example of 
piscatorial perfection, you will discover instead only 
an image or two of my distinctly less-than-average 
catch. Those prize specimens are undoubtedly there. 
I even spotted a couple. I just didn’t catch them. This 
article is much more about promise than delivery. 

But what promise.
It is only when you experience rivers and lakes like 

these that you begin to appreciate how the world 
ought to be. Clean fresh water swoops, glides, 
thunders and ambles through a pine and birch 
covered landscape teeming with wildlife. The water
itself, and there really is an awful lot of it, seems jam-
packed with fish. For an angler with more finesse and
application than me (that’ll be most of you), the 
opportunities are immense.

As are some of the trout up there.  
It was only when I paid a visit to the angling shop in

Arjepog itself that I began to take the measure of the
Salmo trutta I wasn’t catching. Some of the photos on
the wall by the door are simply awe-inspiring. Twenty
pound plus fish are not particularly unusual, and the
largest Swedish brownie, and assuming I’m up to
date, the largest in Europe in fact, came from just
up the road in Gällivare. It weighed 37 lb 8 oz.  
That’s a wild fish.

It was here in the town fishing shop that I 
discovered the reason (other than mild 
incompetence) why I was catching so many grayling
and so few trout. My flies were too small – way too
small. In the words of the store owner…

“You want something that looks like a squirrel.”
Or even a mouse I noted, spotting a huge furry

concoction on the counter, lashed to a truly massive
single hook. Looking closer I realised this “fly” really
was put together to look like a small rodent, right
down to the beady black eyes.

“Yes, they do work,” the mammal-lure supplier
assured me, spotting my look of disbelief. “The last
big fish from near the bridge in town, our best spot,
had five or six still part-digested inside.”

Returning to gaze again at the salmon-sized trout 
depicted on his wall of fame, I could believe it. Some 
of them looked as if they could handle a slightly 
stunted reindeer.  

Mind you, I did hook one big trout… briefly.  
And my excuse for losing it? Mosquitoes.

It is at this juncture that another key article 
statement needs to be made. As that impressive 
Swede Carl Linnaeus once observed when describing 
his travels in the north of his native land: “If not for 
the mosquitoes, this would be Earth’s paradise.”

Any account of the northern Scandinavian summer 
would be just plain dishonest if it didn’t mention 
these little (actually, sometimes quite big) horrors.

But back to my justification for losing that fish, the 
only large(ish) trout with which I made proper contact.  

Well, after catching yet more grayling, and a trio of 
stunningly pretty yet impressively small brownies, it 
all hinged on my attempt to change up to the most 
squirrel-like fly in my collection. This brass-headed 
marabou sort of thing, tied I believe by my brother 
Adam, was being a bit of a pig, or at least the leader I 
was struggling to tie it to certainly was. Pestered 
relentlessly by those needle-headed flying rotters I 
just couldn’t seem to make that knot work.  
In the end, swotting yet another mozzie  
from my exposed hand, I decided this  
latest fumbled attempt would have to do.

As I made my first few casts over the head of the 
pool, the perfect deep limpid pool, I knew 
instinctively that I should have made one last effort. 
Then, just as I was about to draw in line for another 
more persistent go at knot production, the fish 
succumbed to squirrel magic, surged about for a 
moment, stripping line from my small Orvis CEO 
reel, shook its mighty head, and departed. The kinked 
wiggle at the end of the monofilament told the ghastly 
story. An angling sin: allowing a fish to escape and 
suffer a lost lure.

Far more embarrassed than disappointed I fished 
on for a while, biteless (if you don’t count the 
continued assault on me that is).

A B OV E 
Nymphing for 
grayling on lake 
Tjegelvas, near 
Arjeplog.

BE L OW 
A brace of harr, 
the name  
for grayling  
in Sweden.
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Some ofmy grayling, or harr as they’re knownup
there, weren’t bad though, at least not by southern
English river standards. I didn’t weigh any, but one
caught on the Luleälven, in neighbouring Jokkmokk,
must have beennearer three pounds than two.
It’s the only grayling I’ve seen that not onlywent
aerial, but actually cartwheeled above the
crystal-clearwater.
Other salmonids that growbig up there, but didn’t
seemmuch impressed bymy offerings, include
salmon (on some rivers at least) andArctic char (in
many of the lakes). Actually, what I’mpretty surewas
a charmade the error of falling for one ofmy flies, but
it was not amistakewith lasting implications for the
fish. Three hearty shakes of its head, deep down
below the canoe, did the trick.
The perch in these unpolluted and fry-filled bodies
of water are pretty impressive too (and impressively
pretty). These I did catch, although only one on a fly.
Our trusty canoe, that transports us to somany
unspoilt and uplifting spots, seems to travel at perfect
trolling speeds, and has seen the downfall of awhole
range of finned beauties fromcod, bass, coalfish and
mackerel in salt water, to pike, sea-trout and grayling

where it’s fresh. Perch are quite a regular trolled
catch up there in clear northern climes, some of
them really quite large.
Nowmyboyhood experience of eating English
perch had almost ensured that I would nevermake
the attempt again, but fortunately only almost.
A passing boat filledwith a happy and very generous
Sami angling family helpedme to see the light.
English perchmay taste of littlemore thanmud –
perch fromSapmi (the home area of the Sami in
northern Scandinavia) taste, like their homewaters,
clean, fresh andwonderfully satisfying.We had
many a fine fish for lunch and dinner, prepared
over awood fire, each harr or aborre (perch) just
as fresh as they could be.
Asmuch aswe enjoyed this far north fishing
I couldwitter on for just as long, andwith equal
enthusiasm, about the birdlife,mountains, almost
unlimited camping potential, the light (oh, the light),
the amazingly friendly people, the reindeer, elk…
I think you probably get the picture.
Now, if I can justmanage to get back to northern
Sweden before August 3,my license for the bottom
third of Arjeplog is still valid.

“A passing boat filled with a happy and generous Sami  
angling family helped me to see the light”

Yournextstep

A B OV E , L E F T 
The River 
Tjaktjaurälven, 
just above the 
Arctic Circle, is 
home to very 
big trout.

A B OV E , 
R IG H T 
Tim returns  
a small lake 
Vuolvojaure 
harr.

TIM AND CAROLINE drove to northern 
Sweden, taking everything they needed 
to camp and fish. They even had their 
own water transport. Not for everyone of 
course, and for those considering 
alternative ways to visit, try the websites 
swedishlapland.com and  
sportfiskeguide.se 
■ Companies offering guides, 

accommodation or help with  

travel include:

• Lapland River Guides. “Salmon-fishing 
tours in the land of the midnight sun.” 
Five-day fishing packages.  
Web: laplandriverguides.com   
E-mail : info@laplandriverguides.com   
Tel: +358 (0)40 851 6466.
• Heli AB. Complete fishing tour packages 
in the Arjeplog region, with helicopter 
support. Web: heli.se
• Lapland Fishing HB. Specialising in the 
River Kaitum, but with all-inclusive guided 
tours across northern Sweden.  
Web: lapland.fishing.se

• Miekak Jakt and Fiskecamp. Based near 
Arjeplog and offering everything from 
basic assistance to complete fishing 
packages. Web: miekak.com
• AB Fiskflyg. A third-generation 
wilderness helicopter company, based in 
Porjus. Web: fisklyg.se
■ Flights: the nearest airport with flights 
from the UK is Skelleftea, with direct 
routes listed from Stansted. Expect to pay 
£200-£300 for summer return tickets, 
with flights taking a little over four hours. 
There are also internal flights from 
Stockholm.
■ Best times: mid-June to the end of 
August are the best months for most fly-
fishing, with September still excellent for 
grayling. Grayling tend to prefer low 
altitudes, with char taking over as you 
head uphill. Trout can be caught just 
about anywhere.
■ Tackle: for simplicity, Tim used a single  
mid-flex, 6 wt, 9 ft Orvis, which covers 
most eventualities. Tackle used in Britain 

will be fine in most cases, although 
anyone after big brownies should look at 
flies that are big, bushy and sometimes 
bright, with streamer flies being popular. 
Use reels with plenty of backing. Locals 
stick to a floating line (though something 
smaller, fished deep, may be effective).

Streams feeding lakes, or connecting 
closely spaced stillwaters, seem to be the 
most popular haunts. Smaller trout and 
grayling seem to be happy with natural 
imitations, fished wet or dry. Even char 
will take a dry-fly. Hungry fish, making 
the most of a short summer, give 
opportunity for experiment. In 
addition to salmonids, anyone 
spinning can expect to make 
contact with large pike and some 
stunning perch.

In addition to rod and reel,  
a mosquito head/hatnet would 
be a very good idea, as would 
anything sloppy that lists  
Deet as an ingredient. 

SWEDEN



NEW FOR 2016

B/L Nymph Special - Nickel £6.50
50 per pack. 8,10,12,14,16

The barbless version of our Nymph Special Hook.  
Designed with a 15 percent longer point for great fi sh 
holding properties and increased wire thickness for extra 
strength.(Also available in Bronze - 35080). 35085

TMC Base Vice Black £149.99
NEW The TMC Solid Base Vice features a rotating
head and a hinged shaft. It will hold hooks from
#32 to #4. TMC514000

Alpnonse Crab (Gp9) 2 £3.45
Another great pattern from top Alphonse Island guide, 
James Christmas. The ideal pattern to use when targeting 
permit or the hard biting Trigger Fish.  Tied on the super 
strong Gamakatsu SL12. 9383

B/L Short Shank Special - Nickel £6.50 

50 per pack. 6,8,10,12,14,16

The barbless version, of our Short Shank Special Hook.  Designed 
with a 15 percent longer point for great fi sh holding properties 
and increased wire thickness for extra strength.
(Also available in Bronze - 35070). 35075

www.fullingmill.co.uk

Available from all reputable tackle shops

TMC De Barb Pliers 25g. £14.99
NEW These Tiemco Stainless Steel De-Barb Pliers
are perfect for pinching down the barbs on your
flies to make them barbless. TMC512005

RS CDC Nightmare Silver Stoat 8,12 £3.45
A great new Sea Trout pattern designed in the “Secret Weapon Style”
but using modern materials to give the fly a real fish catching look. 9348

FM Xtreme Boxes £14.95
Small £14.95 (1930), Medium £22.95 (1935), Large £29.95 (1940) 
These NEW IP67 Rated Xtreme boxes have been made for us in Italy. 
Dustrproof and Waterproof up to 1m, these are sure to be a big hit 
with the Predator and Saltwater enthusiats. 1930

TMC Ceramic Nipper £12.99
NEW This slightly modifi ed design for 
the ceramic clipper provides a fl ush cut 
to the knot and is perfect for Saltwater 
fi shing. TMC513015

Tacky Fly Patch Tube
2”x1.6”x1.6” £14.99
The NEW Tacky Tube offers quick, easy 
access and storage of your fl ies in a much 
more functional and effective way than 
the brim of your hat. 1915

Slaters SB Baitfi sh S1/0 £3.95
This baitfi sh pattern from top US angler Ian Slater is perfect for whenever 
you are faced with mangroves and back water situations. Great for 
targeting a whole host of species, from Tarpon, Jacks, Trevally and Snook.  
Tied on the super sharp and strong Tiemco 600SP.  9387

Fulling Mill Caps  £12.95
Baseball Orange/Khaki £12.95 (806/807), Trucker Blue/Red £14.95 (809/808)
Our latest range of caps keep you covered whatever the season.

FM Clear Silicone Boxes  £7.50
Small £7.50 (1745), Large £8.50 (1746)

Just In, these handy sized boxes will protect your 
favourite patterns whilst on the move.



Where to catch 
a springer

Dreaming of silver? Follow our guide to 
the best early-season salmon rivers
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Lower Floors 

head gillie John 

MacKereth casts 

a good line in 

high water at

Coachwind pool 

in March.
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ATCHING A SPRINGER  
is one of  fly-fishing’s 
ultimate experiences.  
A February or March 
salmon, fresh from the 
sea, with its small head, 
solid shoulders and 
chrome, tide-liced flanks 
is a sight to behold. 
Fighting fit, yet often 
elusive, spring fish have  
to be earned. They require 
a thoughtful approach  

    wane when the weather 
closes in and the rings on your rod start to freeze.  
But when that magical take comes, when you get that 
headshake, when your rod bounces and the reel sings  
as the fish bores deep across the pool, and then,  
finally, you tail your fish, you’ll understand  
what all the fuss is about.

If you do your homework this prize can be yours.  
There are many rivers where you might fulfil your 
ambition, but on those we’ve selected the odds will often 
be in your favour. You must then pick the right beat to 
match the conditions and the fisheries described here 
have a reputation for performing well in either high  
or low flows, or cold or warm water.

One of the great attractions of spring salmon fishing  
is that, unlike the back-end of the season, beats are not 
booked up a year in advance – you can get on and the  
price is often affordable. For as little as £20 a day,  
you can catch the ultimate trophy.

Tweed Scottish Borders
IN THE cold water of early season the salmon won’t move fast or far 

so the best chance of a fish is likely to be within five miles of Kelso. 

Some of the top beats every year are Hendersyde, Floors and 

Junction, but if the river is cold, low and clear the lower beats around 

Coldstream, such as Tillmouth, fish better.

The Tweed produced 2,030 springers in 2015 with a five-year 

average of 2,346. In most cases fishing will be from a mix of bank and 

boat, owing to the width of the river below Galashiels. Be prepared to 

fish in all conditions, but plan for higher water. 

A 14 ft rod is the favoured tool, usually teamed with a multi-tip line 

and a good selection of sinking heads. In shallower pool tails you may 

want to fish a floating line with a type 3 or type 6 sink-tip. Popular 

patterns include the Ice Maiden, Junction Shrimp, Cascades and 

Franc ’n’ Snaelda. When the river is up there won’t be perfect clarity 

so larger, more visible flies are useful and black flies are the most 

visible in coloured water. 

Most beats have excellent facilities – there’s sure to be a welcoming 

fire in the hut should you need respite from the biting east wind.  

In the evening many anglers enjoy the hospitality of Ednam House  

in Kelso, The Collingwood Arms in Cornhill-on-Tweed or  

Burts Hotel in Melrose.

Contacts: Book days online at FishTweed. Web: fishtweed.co.uk  

Tel: 01573 470 612. Or try Tweedbeats. Web: tweedbeats.com
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Eden Cumbria 

LAST SEASON the Eden had the best spring catches for 50 
years. Fish were caught on the upper beats due to the mild 
winter, but generally the lower river from Carlisle Angling
Association (CAA) to Wetheral produces the first fish  
of the season. 

The upper river fishes best in high water. Try Low House (best 
upper river spring beat), Lazonby and Eden Lacey, which have 
faster-running pools, rocky shelves, open valleys and rocky 
gorges. Good spring pools include Linkey pool at Low House, 
and Smithy at Lazonby. 

The lower river has more classic, slower-moving spring 
pools, with some good medium-paced fly water, too. It fishes 
best in low water, the fish holding back in beats below Warwick 
Bridge. The best day-ticket beat is Warwick Hall (House is the 
best pool), which fishes well at 2 ft 6 in on the beat’s gauge. 
Crosby is well worth a go (6 in to 1 ft is a good height on the
beat’s gauge in spring) with the best pools being Hall Stream 
and Crosby Rocks. The top end of CAA water is a good bet from 
below the M6 Motorway bridge. Best pools are Long pool, The 
Boil, Rickerby Rocks and Summer House Wall (the best height 
is 6 in to 1 ft 6 in). Lower CAA water fishes better below 6 in 
with Cricket Pitch, Giant’s Grave, Fence End, Kirk Pot and  
Coops Stream all worth a go.

Odd fish are caught from the opening day onwards, but 
March is when things start picking up throughout the river. 
Last season’s high water throughout January and February
made conditions difficult (following a big flood it generally

takes a couple of days to clear but will drop quickly), but 
towards the end of February the water settled. In February one 
fish was reported, while in March 40 fish were caught from 
CAA water up to beats around Penrith. April saw 68 caught and 
May an impressive 165. (Catches in 2013: January 1, February 4, 
March 19, April 33, May 58; catches in 2014: January 1, 
February 0, March 5, April 22, May 19.)

Tickets: Carlisle Angling Association.  

E-mail: nigel.austin@live.co.uk  Tel: 07708 281 957. 

Crosby and Holmegate (James Carr).  

E-mail:  jamescarr@moorhousehall.co.uk  Tel: 01228 561 993.

Warwick Hall (Nick Marriner).  

E-mail: info@warwickhall.org  Tel: 01228 561 546.

Low House (Charles Ecroyd).  

Tel: (office): 01697 472 009; (mobile): 07769 876 262.

Eden Lacey (Victor Gubbins).  E-mail:  

enquiries@edenlacy.co.uk  Tel: 01768 898 316.

Lazonby (Edwin Tailforth). Tel: 01228 560 122.

 

Other useful contacts: John Norris of Penrith: to buy tackle,  

for river information and it’s a good meeting place.  

Tel: 01768 864 211. Web: johnnorris.co.uk

McHardys, Carlisle: tackle and river information.  

Tel: 01228 523 988. Web: mchardys.co.uk

Fox and Pheasant, Armathwaite: pub, B&B and meeting place. 

Tel: 01697 472 400. Web: foxandpheasantinn.co.uk
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House pool  

at Warwick Hall. 

Arguably the  

best spring water 

on the Eden.
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WITH THE equinox come the salmon, and on the final week of
March you can head to the Spey “expecting” to catch a salmon.
Depending on water height and temperature, those first fish,
normally weighing 7 lb-9 lb, can be found throughout the river
and, given a decent run, a “good” fisherman would expect to
catch one during three days of fishing. The water is generally
clear and low before the snowmelt arrives so never be fooled
into thinking only a large fly fished on a sinking line 
will catch a fish.

Pools such as Slioch on Knockando, the famous Rock pool on
Gordon Castle and Speanoch on Tulchan are classic spring
holding pools – not overly deep, but big, wide, and with a very
even flow throughout. Spring salmon like to rest in water that
is 3 ft-5 ft deep and, importantly, on a dark, mature uneven
bottom – “mature” is a term used to describe the bed of a pool
that does not collect gravel and has the original rock bottom,
usually very dark in nature, which matches a springer’s
dark back, its natural camouflage – springers don’t
like yellow gravel.

With the exception of the first few miles of the river, almost
every beat along the Spey has such a pool. All the beats above
can be accessed in spring for £30-£40 per day.

These pools are fly-fishing Heaven: high banks providing
shelter from northerly winds, and a flow to carry the fly in such
a way that’s, well, irresistible to a salmon. Old rods always said
that fishing the Spey makes you lazy as the current does
all the work for you.

From the luxury of Tulchan Lodge and Gordon Castle, to
more humble B&Bs, beats are serviced by a wide variety of nice
fishing lodges, hotels and B&Bs, as well as fantastic fishing
shops such as Mortimer’s in Grantown on Spey, where tickets
can be bought to fish the famous Grantown Association Water,
a 14-mile stretch of affordable fishing.

What can you expect if fishing some of these places for
the first time? Amazing pools, great gillies and stunning
landscapes – a joy irrespective of whether you catch a fish.

Contacts: FishPal offers tickets onmany Spey beats, as well as

water heights and the latest catchesWeb: fishpal.com

Well-known Spey guide Ian Gordon’s website offers advice and

instructional courses, and you can book tickets on several beats.

Web: speyonline.com/salmon-fishing-available/

For the height of luxury, try the Tulchan beat.

Web: www.tulchan.com
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A glorious April 
afternoon at Dipple 
pool on Beat 5 at 
Gordon Castle on 
the lower Spey.

“Fishing the Spey makes you lazy as the 
current does all the work for you”

A bright springer 
from Gordon Castle’s 

Dipple pool.

Spey Moray & Highland



“Findhorn pools have fast 
necks and enticing slower 
tails where a running fish 

can be tempted to take a fly”
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The Altyre beat is 
below the 42 deg C 
temperature barrier 

at Poolie Falls and 
therefore fishes well 

in early spring. 



have enough water in which to run and fresh fish will enter 
the system every day of the year. In 2015, some 1,628 
springers were caught, with the middle beats doing 
particularly well. The five-year average has risen to 1,430  
and there is every reason to hope for more improvement. 

When faced with the cold water of early season  
the beats around Stanley, such as Fishponds, Upper 
Redgorton, Upper Scone, Taymount and Pitlochrie, tend to 
perform best. As the water warms over the course of the year 
then beats around Dunkeld are worth trying – such as 
Murthly, Kercock, Meikleour and Islamouth.

Most of the river can be fished from boat or bank, and
both spinning and fly fishing are an option. Although
the Tay is a big river it is worth bearing in mind that you
do not always need to cast a long way to catch fish – often
salmon will be moving up the edges in the quieter
water close to the bank.

Contact: Information on the availability of specific beats and

the option to book online is available through FishTay.Web:

fishtay.co.uk Tel: 01573 470 612.
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Tay Perth & Kinross
AS THE largest river in the country, the Tay can be a daunting 
prospect in the high water of early season. It is worth putting 
aside such concerns as the river has one of Scotland’s strongest 
spring runs and there is always a good chance of catching  
a big fish. Salmon in the upper-teens, some twenties and even 
the odd 30-pounder have been caught in recent years. 

The sheer volume of the Tay means that the salmon always 
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Any minute now...  
Little Blackhall on 
the middle river 
in late February.

Bank fishing at Castle pool on 
Meikleour & Upper Islamouth. 

The boat is on the neighbouring 
beat, Islamouth.
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Deveron Moray & Aberdeenshire

THEDEVERONexperiences little angling pressure in the early
months of the seasonmaking it easier to get on the best beats.
Salmonwill enter the systembefore the season opens on
February 11 and the temperature of thewaterwill dictate how
far up the river they run. In amild year theymay reach as far as
Coniecleugh, but under normal conditions LowerNetherdale,
Forglen orMountblairy are better beats to trywith a good
chance of a fish undermost conditions.
Given the peaty nature of theDeveron flieswith orange in the
dressing are popular, such as the Ally’s Shrimp. As the river is not
verywide a rod of 13 ft -14 ft will prove sufficient onmost beats.
As is true of all Scottish rivers, any fish caught beforeMarch 31
must be returned alive and theDeveron, Bogie and Isla Charitable
Rivers Trust offers a bottle of Chivas Regal to any anglerwho
returns a fish beforeMay 31 (full details from the trust
website: deveron.org). If you feel evening refreshment
is in orderwith the chance to enjoy the company of other
fishers then the Fife Arms in Turriff or Forbes Arms
in Rothiemay are the best places to visit.

Contacts: Turriff Tackle and Trophies offers online booking

for the Forglen, Muiresk, Mountblairy andWrack beats.

Web: fishingthedeveron.co.uk

To book Coniecleugh and Lower Netherdale, visit the

Deveron Fishingwebsite: deveronfishing.com
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High water on 
the Muiresk beat 
in late April.

A fine springer 
taken from the 

Wrack beat on the 
lower Deveron.
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“Quirky, irreverent and fresh... an absolute treat.” - Matt Hayes

“Sharp, witty and bloody well written.” - Angling Times

“Reminds me of no other scribe. His style is his own... fresh,

unforced and able to invest even the lunacies of our sport with

charm.” - Jef  Prest, Trout Fisherman

What have a lost trout
stream, the mother of all
hangovers and a l y tyer
born with twelve � ngers
got in common?
All feature in this wildly
entertaining collection of
tales from acclaimed i shing author
Dominic Garnett. Packed with brilliantly original stories,
anarchic humour and exclusive artwork, Crooked Lines 
will delight anglers of all persuasions. 

Available now at £9.99 from

www.dg� shing.co.uk
(or £4.99

Kindle Edition from 
www.amazon.co.uk) 

Bighouse Lodge Estate

Tel:  07785 998459   Web: www.bighouseestate.com
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Other sporting activities available enquire for more information

Lock and lake fishing 
boats built to high

standard to individual 
customer specs

Boat design is Islander 18: 
Length 19’6”         Beam 6’2”         Inside deck length 18’

01261 851252 / 07917386133     gamrieboats@yahoo.com

www.gamrieboats.co.uk

18 mls of water on the picturesque Border Esk & River Liddel.

5yr Ave:  Salmon 157, Sea Trout 618

April: All waters rover permit £15/day £20/wk. 

/ŶĨŽƌŵĂƟ�ŽŶ	� /ĂŝŶ��ůĂĐŬĞƩ�

 01387 371301 / 07796 005240
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Bespoke packages include
all tackle, tuition, a good
lunch and accommodation

in wonderful locations.
Individual and small

groups, day, short breaks
or weeks arranged.

Wye Spring Salmon on a private beat. Traditional tackle a speciality. 
Dedicated service from an experienced angler and river guide. 

Angling Trust coach and GAIA (assoc.) member.

Full details on www.riverdays.co.uk or see Facebook riverdaysuk  
To discuss and design your own perfect River Days phone  

Steve Roberts 07917 243 263 or email steve.roberts@riverdays.co.uk

RIVER 
DAYS
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WURXW�DQG�JUD\OLQJ�RQ�WKH�'RUVHW�6WRXU��
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VOUCHER SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR  
CHRISTMAS & BIRTHDAY GIFTS
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P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N A T H A N  T O M L I N S O N

Life after death
Confronted by the loss of his closest fishing companion,  

Jon Penny recalls the good times they had shared together

Y
OU KNOW HOW we all have our little 
favourites in life? – that tatty old 
sweater that you can’t bear to throw
out, the crumpled cushion that fits 
your back perfectly or the rod that
makes you smile whenever you pick it

up? Well, I have such a rod – and several sweaters!
I bought the rod more than 30 years ago for what, in

my student days, was a small fortune. It was perched
in the window of the fishing shop on Balham High
Road, reduced to a mere £95, the last of its kind, 
apparently. It caught my eye as I peddled past every
day, eventually enticing me in for a closer look. I had
for some time been studying the adverts in the pages
of Trout & Salmon for super-long and light trout rods.
Rods that would allow flies to be dibbled and skittered
across the surface of a remote loch, tempting the wild
little trout of Wester Ross to give fine sport to the
owner of such a rod. I had been deliberating between
a Bruce and Walker 11 ft 3 in Century and a Grey’s of
Alnwick Kielder, but never had I seen – or heard of –
this 12 ft Bobfly. It was obviously a well-kept secret.
And it was love at first sight!

A deal was struck and I came
away the proud owner of this lovely
rod, a dark glossy blank with pink
whippings and the old Bruce and
Walker crossed-trout logo. Matched
with a supple double-taper 5 wt line
this became my “go to” rod when
venturing in to the wilds of the Scottish Highlands
and occasionally down South, too. Its soft, forgiving
action kept a team of three flies on a long leader
travelling in a nice open loop. And when something 
larger was encountered, it cushioned light nylon 
beautifully, allowing the capture not only of 
numerous brown trout, but some decent sea-trout and 
even the odd salmon, too. Who wouldn’t be in love 
with a rod like that?

 So, despite a few jokes about my long floppy rod, 
Bob Fly, as I called him, just kept travelling north with 
me each and every year. While everyone else’s rods 
got lighter and faster, their catches seldom matched 
our teamwork and the fish that we managed to 
conjure from those waters year after year.

Sometimes Bob’s extra few inches made the 
difference. The advantage of his extra length was the 
ability to work a fly at much further distance from the 
boat, making it dance – almost with the freedom of a 
dapped fly. He could manage, with ease, 20 ft or more 
of leader, perfecting the element of surprise.

It was on September 26 this year that it happened. 
As I was negotiating a cunning spring-loaded  
gate through a new deer fence on my way to a 
favourite trout loch. There was a crunch!  

Middle section. Flattened! In the deadening silence of 
the hills above Loch Maree I sat down heavily in the 
heather, filled with despair. I just couldn’t believe it. 
Even in my haste to get fishing, how could I have  
been so stupid? 

So that was it – the end of an era. I sat and allowed 
the memories of all those years to engulf me. My God, 
we’d had some good times! A warm glow started 
creeping through my veins. I remembered those 
early days when, together, with just a motorbike and a 
tent, we had discovered a myriad of hidden lochs and 
the delights of catching a few spotted ounces in the 
wildest of surroundings – sometimes two or even 
three fish at a time. Days when a Black Pennell and 
Invicta, with a Soldier Palmer on the top dropper, 
seemed to satisfy the curiosity of their naïve palates. 
Grand days, indeed. 

And then, as the years passed, Steve joined us on 
these pilgrimages, and tents and bikes made way for 
cars and B&Bs. We managed a few nights’ fishing for 
sea-trout on that Highland gem – the River Ewe. 
Where thousands of sea-trout made their way over the 

sparkling stones to visit the famous 
Miss Moodie of The Loch Maree 
Hotel. The sea-trout we had – 
sometimes 30 in a night. And the 
odd salmon, too. Bob took his share. 
And by day we’d head for the hills. 
We were young, and sleep was for 
wimps. Days were spent chasing 

trout in the hills and being eaten alive by the midges 
of Tournaig Loch. Sea-trout winkled from the waters 
of the enigmatic Loch Sguod. Balmy afternoons afloat 
under the watchful gaze of the Wizard’s (Baosbheinn) 
eagles on Loch Gowan. Life was good to  
us – and got better still.

The B&B was swapped for a lodge, and friends 
joined Bob myself and Steve. Bob now tempted fine, 
butter-bellied trout from the rippled waters of the 
Boat Pool – that magical place where the waters of the 
mighty Fionn Loch pause for a moment before 
scampering their way down to the sea through the 
Little Gruinard river. I remember well an afternoon 
of frantic sport here with Richard, a dear friend.  
The day was later punctured when our gillie,  
Mark, insisted we watch the evening news.  
It was September 11 2001,the World Trade Centre in 
New York had been attacked by al-Qaeda.

Then it was a trip to Lewis – Mark as well – another 
lodge, and then back to the Ewe, graduating to full 
tenants of the Manse. It was Glyn who shared that 
long-awaited moment with myself and Bob. My first 
salmon from a loch. There had been chances before 
but this time everything came together. Some searing 
runs, spectacular leaps and then the elation. A fine 

Jon Penny is  
a fishaholic 

ex-riverkeeper. 
He runs 

Wildthing 
Flyfishing – the 
pursuit of wild 
fish on the fly – 

and is an 
osteopath in 

real life.

“In the silence of the hills 
above Loch Maree, I sat in the 

heather, filled with despair”
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Three fine breakfast brownies are taken from a Highland loch.

Bob is bent: by  
a few spotted 

ounces or 
something  

silvery? 

Jon Penny built his 
relationship with Bob on 
the once rich sea-trout 
waters of Loch Maree.

The Penny family on Loch Clair. Bob keeps a dapping rod company in the boat. Bob and Jon try their luck for salmon on Little Gruinard.
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grilse returned to the waters of Loch Bad a’ Crotha
and congratulations all round – particularly to Bob.
I’d been chasing the salmon in that loch for pretty
much 30 years – before Bob’s time – so victory
was truly sweet.

And then, last year – perhaps the pinnacle of
our partnership.

I had, for a number of years, started straying to the
dark side – float-tubing! It was here that Bob was truly
in his element. Bobbing around with Bob – what could
be more natural? And he was good at it, too. The trout
always seemed bigger and the, now rare, sea-trout
more radiant. This particular day
started well. I’d left the boys on the
river and cast off on Loch Maree.
There was a grand wave and the
trout were keen to come to a big
Muddler worked quickly through
it. Trout to 16 in were joined by a
couple of finnock spraying
sparkling jewels through the air as they leapt in the
September sunshine. Such fun when it all happens at
eye level. What a perfect day. As the flies cut a “V”
through the water a dark steely back appeared behind
them – like a U-boat surfacing. A white mouth opened 
and closed and Bob reacted instinctively as the fish 
turned away. The line tightened and it was on. A fishy 
Macnab (salmon, trout and sea-trout) from a float-
tube. Well done, Bob!

The bleating of a lost lamb jolts me back to the 
moment, or was it perhaps the damp seeping  
through my breeks that brought me back to  
the reality of Bob’s demise?

Yes, he’d had a good life. At least it was quick, I 
thought. Neither of us had seen it coming. A pleasant 
afternoon drifting off Loo Point (don’t ask!) had been 
the plan. Feisty half-pounders, sometimes bigger, and 
lots of them. Yes, I had other rods in the car, but I now 
had that sick feeling in my stomach. I looked again at 
Bob. Actually, he looked pretty much okay; perhaps it 

had all been a bad dream. I picked up the smooth cork 
handle and bounced it in my hand. Ah, yes. A bend 
halfway up the middle section. Not good. On closer 
inspection there were four parallel fractures running 
along the rod for about 6 in, slap in the middle of  
the middle section.

Well, needless to say, that really took the shine  
off my week. After more than 30 years together.  
The heartache of a broken friendship could hardly 
have been greater – and broken it was.
So that was it. All over.

On returning home I scoured the internet to try to 
find a replacement but drew blanks 
at eBay, Facebook and Gumtree while 
Twitter was, as usual, just full of 
twits. Reluctantly, I sent a sad e-mail 
to Bruce and Walker HQ to inform 
them of the passing of this old friend, 
thinking that perhaps they might 
want to come to the funeral.

The very next day, I had a sympathetic reply from 
Kay Walker. What I hadn’t known was that her father, 
Ken, was a great lover of the Western Highlands and 
was a frequent visitor to the very lochs that I fished 
there. He even built a dapping rod especially for Loch 
Maree (now on my Christmas list). This was cheering 
news in itself, but she was also confident that her 
experts at Bruce and Walker would be able to perform 
a middle section transplant on Bob. It seems that the 
mandrels from all the old models have been kept and 
that the skilled craftsmen that build their rods would 
be able to rebuild my old friend. You can imagine my 
elation! 

So Bob has been packaged up and sent to 
Cambridgeshire and I now wait with anticipation on 
the outcome of his reconstructive surgery.

Rod mended, friendship mended, partnership 
rebuilt, this year’s trip cannot come too soon. I 
wonder if he’ll limp? – poor old Bob. Maybe they can 
do the same for me when it’s my turn.

“A white mouth opened and 
closed and Bob reacted 
instinctively as the fish  

turned away”

Bob cools off after completing a fishy Macnab: this ultimate all-rounder had caught a brown trout, sea-trout and salmon from a float-tube.



March browns 
on the Usk
Toby Coe hunts for big trout during a classic 

early-season hatch in South Wales

T
HE ACTIVITY of river flies slows over 
the winter months, the exact time of 
their reawakening controlled by an 
internal evolutionary clock. In the 
case of some species, this clock kicks 
them into life early in the year, even 

when there is frost in the air and snow 
on the ground. My home waters of the Westcountry 
contain few of these early-season risers, however 
a couple of hours north in South Wales, things 
are very different. 

Flowing through the Brecon Beacons for much of 
its length, the River Usk offers some of the best wild 
trout fishing in the UK, with significant numbers of 

brownies weighing over 2 lb. While this high average 
size sets the river apart from many others, it is the 
opportunity to fish for trout of 4 lb and bigger that 
really appeals to me, and to many others who make 
an early-season trip into Wales. 

A few years ago I hired a small cottage in Brecon to 
spend a week fishing the middle Usk. On the river I 
bumped into Simon Evans, deputy director of the 
Wye and Usk Foundation. He told me a story that has 
stuck in my mind ever since. “I was fishing the 
Llanover Estate water and several good fish were 
rising against the far bank, near some overhanging 
willows. I was fishing klink-and-dink and as my flies 
drifted under the willows the dry disappeared as a 

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  T O B Y  C O E

Top: Duncan Raynor covers a trout rising on the far bank.
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fish took the nymph. I knew it was a good fish as I got 
a look at it several times as it came up from the deeper 
water of the pool. When finally I had it within range of 
the net the dry-fly caught in the mesh. I watched 
helplessly as the trout gave a shake of its head, the 
tippet broke and the fish was gone. That trout was 
every bit of 8 lb.”

Simon is used to catching big trout, so I believed 
every word of his story. I have friends who fish the 
river on a regular basis and they have seen similarly
large trout under bridges, or have encountered them
all too briefly. That is a part of the lasting appeal of the
Usk; it can throw up serious, New Zealand-sized
brown trout.

A couple of days after meeting Simon I had my own
encounter. A trout of around 4 lb appeared from the
depths of a dark pool on the Glan-yr-Afon beat to
clobber my deer hair emerger (DHE). I watched it
jump once, sending shockwaves across the pool,
before diving into the depths and breaking me on a
rock to leave me shaking with excitement. The image
of that trout in mid-air has stayed with me ever since.

The excellent trout fishing is to be found
throughout the river. The lower beats lend themselves
more to salmon, however their big pools and wide
runs also hold their share of trout. The topmost beats
are characterised by deep plunge pools and fast,
boulder-strewn runs. The wading here can be very
tricky and in summer the flows between pools are

reduced to a trickle. The upper river is perfect if you 
enjoy fishing pocket-water and don’t mind 
scrambling over boulders and tree-lined banks. 

For me, the pick of the fishing is on the middle 
river, and this is the best place to start if you are new 
to the Usk. The wading is a little easier and the pools 
and runs are a little bigger, with more chance of 
connecting with a good-sized brown, although the 
larger size of the river means that in places it is 

necessary to wade quite deeply in order to get into the 
best position to make a cast. The Wye and Usk
Foundation offers day tickets on plenty of beats and
this is a good way to get to know the river.

In terms of approach, prospecting with a dry-fly has 
its day, but it is not something I would necessarily
recommend on the Usk in the early season,
particularly if a hatch is imminent. There is always
the risk of lining a trout that you haven’t seen when
fishing the water and in a relatively large river like

Toby Coe is a 
writer, 

photographer,
Orvis-endorsed

guide and
fisheries

scientist. He
fishes all over
the world for

trout and other
species.

“The topmost beats are 
characterised by deep 
plunge pools and fast, 
boulder-strewn runs”

BELOW
Duncan fishes 
Spiders while 
waiting for  
a hatch to  
start on 
Abercynrig.
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ABOVE
Duncan with a

cracking Usk 

trout that took 

a CDC emerger.

the Usk, fish may be sitting in spots you wouldn’t 
expect – behind unseen boulders or, in my case, in the
depths of what appeared to be a featureless pool. 

I have a soft spot for the middle beats like Glan-yr-
Afon and Abercynrig, although the wading can be 
tough. These beats offer a range of different water, 
from flat glides to tumbling cascades and deep inky-
black pools. The hatches can be impressive and the
river is not so large as to be intimidating. My rod of
choice would be a 9 ft or 10 ft, 4 wt or 5 wt (the latter
can be helpful earlier in the season if the wind is up).
A longer leader helps me to avoid drag and I tend to
fish at least a 12 ft leader with 3 ft-4 ft of tippet. Don’t
fish too light, as you never know when you might 
connect with a decent trout – 4½ lb-5 lb B.S. tippet is
ideal, although in low-water conditions (atypical in 
the early season) you may need to go a bit lighter. 

The early-season hatches are of a few different 
species, but are predominantly the large dark olive
(Baetis rhodani), with some March brown 
(Rhithrogena germanica) mixed in. The hatch is often
an unpredictable stop-start affair, the duns emerging
in waves that wax and wane over the course of a few
hours through the middle of the day. 

The reason behind the morphology of the hatch 
may have a dry scientific explanation, however I am
wont to imagine the scene below the surface of the 
stream while waiting for the next wave of insects to
emerge. In my head, the riverbed is covered by large,
tank-like March brown nymphs, waiting and 
watching to see what each other does. As they wait, a
whisper goes between them “Wait…Wait…Wait…”  
until finally one heads upwards and the whole lot 
swim madly for the surface amid a clamour of 
“Quick! Go! Go! Go!”. 

Such daft musings help to fill the gaps between the
next flush of insects, which can often be significantly
greater in duration than the periods of emergence.
When the latter does occur, it is like someone has
flicked a switch. As one of the emergence periods
starts, fish begin bulging the water as they take 
emerging nymphs and suck duns from the surface.

The key to maximising the opportunity afforded by
these conditions is to get into position ready for the
next flush of insects. While trout generally have 
several different lies, during early-season hatches
individual fish tend to remain in the same place,
rising in the water column to intercept the hatch and
then dropping as it fades away. If you see a good trout
rising during a stop-start early-season hatch, it is
worth noting where it is and making your way slowly
towards it. If the hatch fades before you get a chance
to make a decent cast, remain patient and wait until a
new cohort of insects starts to emerge. 

I employed exactly this tactic on the river two 
seasons ago when I was there in early April with my
fishing buddy Howard Colmer. The large pool we
were fishing was periodically coming alive with
rising trout before going quiet as the hatch faded.
I carefully waded out between hatches and  
got myself into position. 

The hatch was unusual because it was biased in
favour of March browns, which in recent years have
become much less numerous on the Usk than their
distant cousins, the large dark olives. I managed a
couple of nice fish to 15 in (rather predictably for me

on a DHE), however the big trout I watched sipping 
flies in a seam near the far bank eluded me. The 
surface of the pool shuddered far more when it rose 
than when its compatriots moved, but predictably for 
a big fish, it was holding in a difficult-to-reach spot 
and I never managed to cover it properly. 

My predilection for DHEs is the subject of acerbic 
comments from another fishing buddy, Duncan 
Raynor. A mean fly-tyer (he runs a fledgling fly-tying 
company called Innovative Fly Design), Raynor 
favours more delicate CDC emergers, which he 
typically ties with a stripped-quill body. If no insects 
are hatching, he is a dab hand at fishing Spiders. He 
used this pairing of techniques to good effect when 
we fished on the middle Usk early last season, picking 
off a few fish while waiting for the hatch to start. 
Downstream of him, I plucked a trio of solid fish from 
a lovely run at the head of a pool on French nymphs. 

The wind was typically springlike – it had a bite to it 
and blew intermittently all day. The hatch followed 
suit and we had to work hard for the fish we caught off 
the top, walking the whole of the beat three times 
through the course of the day. The best fish came 
from the bottom of the beat, where a stretch of steeper 
gradient creates a mix of pocket water and even-paced 
runs. As if to disprove my earlier comments 
regarding searching the water, Raynor hooked into a 
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beautiful wild trout of 2½ lb while doing exactly that.
Steinbeck’s lovely phrase “You know how advice is.
You only want it if it agrees with what you wanted to 
do anyway” seemed apt as he slid that trout over the 
rim of his net. 

We landed fish throughout the day by switching 
techniques and fishing the entirety of the beat. In the 
early season, when the hatches are unpredictable this 
is the key to maximising your chance of sport. If the 
hatch is very sparse or never really gets going and 
fish are only rising intermittently, carefully 
searching the water with Spiders or nymphs can 
ensure a few fish are brought to hand. The fish are 
still there, they will still be picking up any nymphs 
drifting their way, so present something to them that 
matches what they are feeding on. If, however, you 
are committed to fishing dry-flies, then finding fish 
that are rising, picking out individual fish and 
waiting for the hatch to build again is a fascinating 
and exciting way of fishing. It is worth noting, 
however, that travelling light is a big help. If you need 
to stomp up and down a beat throughout the day, then 
taking several rods, a large back-pack and large picnic 
lunch can leave you exhausted by the afternoon.

Make an early-season pilgrimage to the Usk and 
you won’t be disappointed. While other rivers are 
struggling to wake from the long, deep sleep of 
winter, the early-season sport on the Usk can be 
electric, offering dry-fly fishing for large, wild trout 
on some stunning stretches of river.  

BELOW
Howard 
Colmer’s best 
early-season 
Usk brownie.

A deer hair emerger, the author’s early-season favourite.

A March brown takes a break from the action.

“Picking out individual fish 
and waiting for the hatch  

to build again is a fascinating 
and exciting way of fishing”
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Howard fishes the upper 
pool on Glan-yr-Afon.



Aliveandkicking
Stan Headley unveils 13 wet-flies that have trout-attracting 

movement built in to their dressings

Mobile materials such as 
peacock hackle will pulse 
in the water helping to 
create the impression 
that the fly is alive.
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M
ATERIALS THAT move 
underwater, or “kick” 
as I like to refer to it, 
are a major factor in 
convincing a trout 
that an artificial fly is 

“alive”. Most traditional wet-fly patterns
have materials that move a lot in the water,
such as soft hen or game hackles (eg
partridge or peacock).

One of the classic mobile wet-fly patterns
is the Goat’s Toe (see below), which was
devised in western Ireland to provide a
vague imitation of the heather fly. Black
peacock neck or breast feathers are used to
simulate the long legs, with red and black
components to mimic the colours of the
natural. Although the aim of the pattern
was to imitate a particular fly the end
result produced a style of dressing that uses
long game hackles to accentuate movement
– a feature that is profoundly attractive
to all salmonids. 

Game hackles have the advantage of 
being more robust than hen hackles and 
provide a high degree of mobility and 
translucency when sparsely tied. This 
translucency is a useful quality when you 
consider that most of the natural insects on 
which trout feed have translucent bodies.

The original Goat’s Toe is not palmered 
(there is no hackle wound around the body) 
but its descendants often are to add greater 
movement to the dressing. While playing 
with the original Goat’s Toe I attempted to 
improve it by creating a body of peacock herl 
ribbed with crimson floss, which is better 
able to withstand the trout’s sharp teeth. I 
also added a couple of turns of stiffer black 
cock hackle underneath the peacock to 
support its long fibres. By and large this is 
the pattern that you will see today

       
        

straggling game hackles is well established
there, such as in the Straddlebug family, 
Extractor, Gosling variants and many of the
wet Mayfly patterns. Some tyers have moved
away from using game hackles, but I think 
they remain very useful – particularly when
fishing from a boat in the presence of wind
and wave, which will really make those
mobile materials move.

The inclusion of knotted pheasant tail
fibres as legs in traditional wet-flies is
another recent development that is worth
thinking about when you tie classic patterns
such as the Bumble. This, again, is largely
an Irish idea that has emigrated
successfully to wild trout fisheries far and
wide. Knotted legs do not have the same
mobility as a game or hen hackle but the
aim is the same – to create movement as
part of the dressing.

The most important thing you should
bear in mind when tying wet-flies with
movement is to never overdress the fly. 
Sparseness allows the individual fibres to 
move far more freely. A common mistake is
to tie heavily palmered flies to the extent 
that the body colour is totally masked. My 
advice is to use as many hackles as you like 
to diversify their colour but the more 
hackles you use the greater the gap should 
be between turns. There are a couple of 
patterns that I palmer with three hackles 
wound together but I ensure the space 
between turns is greater than when 
I palmer with a double hackle, and 
greater again than when a single 
hackle feather is wound.

What follows are a selection of 
patterns from myself, and two of the 
UK and Ireland’s finest tyers of wet-flies – 
Thorfinn Muir and Paul Caslin. As you 
will see from their fly patterns, they 

 nd that movement is 
  y essential.

Stan Headley 
has been 

fishing for trout 
since he was a 

boy and is 
author of Trout 
& Salmon Flies 
of Scotland and 

The Loch 
Fisher’s Bible.

Goat’s Toe (variant)
Hook Fulling Mill All-Purpose Medium  Thread Black  Tail No 5 Glo-Brite 

fluorescent floss  Rib As tail, a single strand, doubled  Support hackle 

Two turns of black cock  Head hackle Ilen Blue (neck) or bottle-green 

(body) peacock hackle

To the modern fly-fishing eye, an unlikely pattern, but remarkably successful 

for trout, sea-trout and salmon. It also has vague similarities to the 

old-fashioned river wet-flies such as Dark Watchet or Waterhen Bloa.

For migratory fish I prefer the Ilen Blue peacock hackle, and for 

non-migratory trout, the bottle-green peacock body feather.

“Never overdress the fly. 
Sparseness allows the individual fibres 

to move far more freely”



PAU L CA SLIN’S 
IR ISH PATTER NS

Claret F.P. Mayfly
Hook Kamasan B175  Tail Cock pheasant tail fibres  

Tag Glo-Brite no.5  Rib Medium pearl tinsel  

Body Claret seal’s fur  Body hackle Claret cock  

Shoulder hackle Red game hen   

Head hackle Natural French partridge

Like many claret-bodied flies, this pattern is 

particularly successful during the early part of the 

Mayfly season on the darker duller days. The French 

partridge and hen hackle add a lot of extra 

movement to the fly. This particular dressing is for 

the top dropper but you can always leave out the 

body hackle for the middle and tail leader positions. 

Salmon and sea-trout can find it irresistible.

Picric & Olive Mayfly
Hook Kamasan B175, 170  Tail Pheasant tail fibres 

dyed picric  Rib Glo-Brite no.8 floss  Body Light 

olive seal’s fur  Body hackle Picric cock hackle  

Shoulder hackle Golden olive hen   

Head hackle Picric-dyed French partridge 

A very good Mayfly pattern for any of the loughs. 

Again the hen hackle and French partridge provide a 

lot of movement and kick. This fly can perform 

under most light conditions but tends to work best 

in moderate light and will fish in any position on the 

cast – I favour it on the top dropper. A pattern  

that can take fish any time from May  

through to late August.

Claret George
Hook Kamasan B160 or 175  Thread Black  

Tail Glo-Brite no.5  Rib Medium pearl tinsel  

Body Dark claret seal’s fur  Body hackle Dark 

claret cock  Legs Black knotted pheasant tail fibres  

Under hackle Ruby claret cock  

Over hackle Grizzle hen, dyed kingfisher blue  

Cheeks Jungle cock eyes

This pattern is a variant of Paul Cantillon’s famous 

Gorgeous George. I tied it primarily for brown trout 

but found that it is also excellent for salmon and  

sea-trout. It works best on dull, dark days as a top-

dropper fly. March/April and August/September are 

its best periods for brownies, and for sea trout and 

salmon, whenever they are about.

Red-arsed Silver Daddy
Hook Kamasan B175 or 170  Thread Rust brown  

Butt Glo-Brite no.4  Rib Silver wire  Body Flat silver  

Legs Knotted pheasant tail fibres   

Wings Red game cock hackle tips   

Hackle Foxford ginger henny cock

A slight variation on a classic Irish wet-fly, the 

difference being that I use a Foxford ginger hackle 

that seems to enhance the pattern. A superb  

fish-catcher for me throughout the summer, it can 

also nail a few sea-trout and salmon on its day.  

It will perform anywhere on the cast, but  

my choice would be top or tail.

Picric & Olive  
Mayfly

Red-arsed Silver Daddy

Claret George

Claret F. P. Mayfly
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THOR FIN N MUIR’S W ET A N D DRY COLLECTION

Stoneyhill  
Straggler

Hook Kamasan B175  Thread 

Black  Butt Red holographic  

Tail Chartreuse ice yarn  Body 

Claret straggle fritz (a nice 

deep red claret and not purple)  

Support hackle Black hen  

Head hackle Green peacock 

body hackle

I haven’t named many flies 

since I started tying, but this 

one has caught me enough 

trout in the last two seasons to 

be more than worthy of one. 

Originally tied for Boardhouse 

and Swannay, where it did well, 

I was delighted to find it 

worked even better on Harray 

during mid to late season, 

when sunk-line fishing 

 is at its best.

Peterson’s Pennell 
(variant)

Hook Kamasan B175  Thread 

Black  Tail Sunburst marabou  

Rib Flat silver  Body Black 

seal’s fur  Body hackle Black 

cock  Head hackle Green 

peacock body hackle

This version differs from  

Stan’s original pattern with a 

sunburst marabou tail, instead 

of a golden pheasant crest, 

which is a stronger colour and 

adds a bit more movement.  

I also swapped the wire rib with 

flat tinsel, an addition that adds 

some contrast to the fly,  

and has proven to be  

a killer combination,

especially on Swannay  

and Boardhouse  

on a sunk line. 

Hare’s Ear 
Muddler

Hook Partridge K14ST  Butt 

Glo-Brite no.5  Rib Troutline 

pearl ribbing  Body Hare’s ear  

Wing Roe deer, with a small 

tuft of white hen under the 

wing  Legs Claret knotted 

pheasant tail fibres 

Head Roe deer muddler

In reality this is just a Foreman’s 

Favourite with a Muddler head. 

A great general-purpose fly 

throughout the season. I added 

the white under wing, as a small 

flash of white in a fly can be 

irresistible to trout when 

insects are hatching, especially 

caenis and midge. This style of 

fly can be fished dry or wet, 

and can be deadly  

on “the hang”.

Gorgeous George 
Muddler

Hook  Kamasan 175   

Butt Glo-Brite no.5 floss  Tail 

Glo-Brite no.11 yarn  Body as 

butt  Hackle Golden olive cock  

Rib Veevus gold tinsel  Under 

hackle Orange guinea fowl, 

tied sparse  Over hackle West 

of Ireland golden olive 

partridge  Cheeks Jungle cock 

splits  Head Picric-dyed roe 

deer muddler

Colin Kerr, from Ireland, 

introduced me to his tying of a 

Gorgeous George and I’ve had 

seriously good baskets with it. 

This Muddler is tied for the bob, 

late in the season when there 

are daddies about and trout are 

more aggressive, responding  

to brightly coloured flies.

Gorgeous George  
Muddler

Peterson’s  
Pennell

Stoneyhill  
Straggler

Hare’s Ear  
Muddler

“A sunburst yellow 
marabou tail is a 

stronger colour and  
adds more movement”
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STA N HE A DLEY ’S
CHOICE

Leggy Claret Bumble
Hook Standard traditional wet  Thread Black

Butt Two turns flat silver  Tail Golden pheasant

tippets, dyed hot-orange  Rib Fine gold oval 

Body Claret seal’s fur  Body hackle Paired black

and claret cock  Head hackle Bottle-green peacock

body feather  Collar Blue jay

Another fly pattern for a dirty day. Inserting  

a peacock body hackle into a standard Claret

Bumble dressing accentuates movement.

Black and claret mixtures are very attractive for all

species of salmonids, and the insertion of strongly

contrasting elements – such as the hot-orange

tippets – provide attack-stimuli.

Silver Goat’s Toe
Hook Standard traditional wet  Thread Black

Tail Scarlet fluff from the base of a hackle  Rib Fine

silver oval  Body Flat silver  Body hackle Widely

spaced black cock  Wing Peacock sword (as in an

Alexandra)  Head hackle Bottle-green peacock

body feather

You could call this pattern a Palmered Alexandra, but

I devised it when I was regularly employing the

Goat’s Toe, and that’s where the inspiration came

from. It is a pattern for foul weather – wind and poor

light – and, in my experience, it works best fished

high in the water on the top dropper.

Winged Octopus
Hook Short-shank traditional wet  Thread Rust

Rib Medium gold oval  Body Green Peter-mix seal’s

fur  Body hackle Widely spaced red game cock

Wing Hen pheasant secondary  Head hackle

Golden pheasant red body feather

An alternative name for this pattern is Leggy Green

Peter, which perhaps gives a deeper insight into

its use. It’s a great fly to fish “over the stones”

for shrimp-feeders, or in open water  

for daphnia-feeders. 

Melvin Octopus (variant)
Hook Standard traditional wet  Thread Olive

Butt Two turns of flat gold  Tail Glo-Brite no.11

Rib Glo-Brite no.2  Body Golden-olive seal’s fur

Body hackle Paired, olive and golden-olive cock

Head hackle Golden pheasant yellow rump feather

You couldn’t possibly have a collection of “kicking”

patterns without a version of the fly that has staked

its place as a top choice for Irish Mayfly imitators.

Over the years many Irish Mayfly patterns have

added some fluorescent colours to their mix with

positive results. In my limited forays into this scenario

I have found a dash of pink to be very effective.

Leggy Claret Bumble

Silver Goat’s Toe

Winged Octopus

Melvin Octopus



Tel: +358 (0)40 8516466 e-mail: info@laplandriverguides.com www.laplandriverguides.com

Lapland River Guides
�������Ƥ�
��������
����������������������������
��

��τ��ơ� ��		�
������������
����������������

�����ơ���������	���������������������

RIVER TAY ~ UPPER SCONE 
TIMESHARE

Further information is available on demand.
Email a.d.portno@btinternet.com or phone 01332558925

  Superb Trout Fishing

Cregennan Lakes
Arthog, nr Dolgellau, Gwynedd, LL39 1LJ.

Scenic mountain lakes with wild browns and

stocked rainbows and blues. Boats available.

FOR MORE INFO OR A BROCHURE

MOBILE 07854 139766

www.cregennan.co.uk

JUNGLE  
COCK CAPES
Our domestic flocks of Jungle Fowl are now supplying 

the needs of the traditional fly tyers on an international 

scale. Visitors are assured a warm welcome…

Prices range from £60.00 for the exquisite SUPER 

QUALITY Capes, to £30.00 for the Ungraded Capes.

Come and fish at Bransford!
Situated in the foothills of the Malvern Hills, with 

wonderful views overlooking the Teme Valley.  

Three pools of Malvern Spring Water (one a Catch 

and Release) are stocked with the fabulous Shasta 

Rainbows, renowned for their fighting qualities. 

Tel: 01905830157 or 01905830548

info@bransfordgame.com

www.bransfordgame.com

Bransford Game Fisheries, Hill End Farm,  

Station Road, Bransford, Worcs, WR6 5JJ

The Peacock

Fly Fishing Club

Wild browns, wild rainbows and grayling 
on 20 miles of the Wye, Lathkill, Bradford 
and Derwent in the Derbyshire Peak District

Dry Fly Fishing on three rivers

Nymph ishing on the Derwent

Membership from £625 inc VAT

No joining fees

Free club events

For more information contact he Peacock at Rowsley 
01629 733518 reception@thepeacockatrowsley.com



about theWellow
Jon Beer fishes a remote Westcountry brook where 19 years ago anglers 

pioneered a grassroots approach to trout conservation

P H O T O G R A P H Y:  J O N  B E E R
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I
HAD A wooden jigsaw when I was a little boy. 
Each piece was a county of England and 
Wales. These were proper counties, mind: 
none of your Tyne and Wear and West 
Midlands. There was Westmorland and 
Cumberland, Middlesex and a little piece for 

Huntingdon. Each piece had tiny pictures showing
industries in that county. I loved that jigsaw. I knew
every piece by touch, by its idiosyncratic shape,
moulded by history and distorted by the odd lump
where some rogue parish encroached into its
neighbouring county. Nowadays I live in one of those
lumps, a single parish of Oxfordshire, almost
surrounded by Northants and Warwickshire.
And on a day last June I found myself in another.

The county boundary between Wiltshire and
Somerset runs north-south past Bath, along the east
bank of the River Avon. And then, for no apparent
reason, it turns west, following Midford Brook for a
mile or so upstream. On that warm morning in June I
did much the same. At the small village of Midford
the county boundary realises its mistake and turns
smartly round, heading due east, back to the Avon
before resuming its way to the south. But I carried on
upstream, making for the next bridge along the
brook. I was meeting a man about some fishing.

Fred Scourse is vice-president of the Avon and 
Tributaries Angling Association. The ATAA is one of 
the oldest fishing clubs in the country, founded in 
1876 in a golden age of trout fishing. It was a time 
redolent with great fly-fishing names, of George 
Selwyn Marryat and Francis Francis, of the Houghton 
Fly Fishers Club, created by Dr. Whickham in 1875 
and joined two years later by an aspiring  
F.M. Halford. But that was on the limpid waters of the 
Hampshire chalkstreams. The waters of the ATAA lie 
further west, strung along the border of Somerset and 

Wiltshire where the rivers run a trifle siltier, the
native trout a trifle smaller on the Bristol Avon and its
southern tributaries, the Frome and the Midford,
Wellow and Cam Brooks. Not that the native trout
would have troubled the self-confident Victorian
fisherman, ever inclined to improve on nature with
generous stocking. Today the waters of the ATAA are a
mixed fishery with coarse fishing predominant on
the Avon and Frome and trout fishing on the Midford,
Cam and Wellow Brook – which was chuckling under
the bridge where we met. We left Fred’s car here and
took mine to the lower end of the Wellow.

We parked and looked down on the sumptuous
valley of the Wellow bathed in morning sun. And Fred
discovered he’d left his hat in the car. Fred is not
blessed with much in the way of natural protection
from the sun so I offered him my hat, which was
scrunched in the bottom of my tackle bag. This
disreputable hat has a floppy brim that swells into a
small peak. It is not easy to look dignified in this hat.
Even for a rear admiral. Particularly if you choose to

Jon Beer is the  
president of the 

Wild Trout 
Trust. He fishes 

all over the 
world and is 

author of three 
books, Gone 
Fishing, The 
Trout and I,

and  
Not All 

Beer and 
Bezencenet.

“It is not easy to look 
dignified in this hat.  

Even for a rear admiral”

LEFT
Wading up  

the Wellow. Its 

gravelly bottom 

and ranunculus 

much like a 

chalkstream.
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wear it sidewayswith the peak over the right ear. But
it keeps off the sun.Wemade ourway down to the
river beside a field of ripening barley.
It’s an extraordinary place, thisWellow valley. It’s as
remote and tranquil a spot as you could find, a perfect
pastoral idyll – less than threemiles from the city
centre of Bath, invisible beyond awooded hill. The
brookwasn’t easy to spot, either. It wound in tight
meanders between high banks crowdedwith the
clamorous growth of early summer.We could see the
thing down there – but how to get down and fish it?
The answer emerged aswemade ourway
upstream. But only just: it
was poking through a
bankside cloud of cow
parsley – awhite pole,
betraying the location of a
ladder down through the
lush vegetation. Fred
stepped on to the ladder
and disappeared down into the greenery like a
submariner descending the conning tower – a fitting
image for amanwho spentmuch of his naval career
at sea in nuclear submarines at the height of the Cold
War. I followed Fred on the ladder, down into the deep
greenworld of theWellowBrook.
What a difference a dozen feet canmake: downhere
it looked, for all theworld, like aminor chalkstream.
Therewere all the usual fixtures and fittings – the
gravelly bottom, the luxuriantweed and diamond-

studded beds of ranunculuswafting the stream into
channels. I turned a stone, disturbing a cluster of
freshwater shrimps, foundnymphs scuttling away
from the light and caddis casesmoulded from fine
gravel. Upstream, a lateMayfly staggered from the
surface and climbed between the steep banks
towards the sunshine and trees high above.
And a trout rose. And then another.
Casting needs a little care downhere between the
banks. Side casts, a habit – almost a vice – ofmine
after years of casting under trees on little streams,
are a problemdownhere: On the other hand, it was

simple enough tomake
an overhead cast beneath
the trees on top of those
high banks.We’d both
cast andmissed a few
times before Fred’s little
dry-fly disappeared in an
eager flurry and our first

Wellow troutwas bending his rod. He brought it to
hand, a fine fat little wild fish of perhaps eight inches.
1997was a good year forwild trout. Somewhere in
the heart of chalkstreamcountry a small group of
enthusiastswith a vision for the future of trout
fishing hatched theWild Trout Society, promoting
and encouraging habitat improvement over stocking.
Furtherwest, on thewaters of the ATAA, John Lewis,
with a similar vision, began theWellowwild trout
project, setting about a neglected section at the top of
theWellowBrook to create an unstocked, catch-and-
releasewild trout fishery. And in that same year, Rear
Admiral Fred Scourse retired fromActing Controller
of theNavy, and had a littlemore time to fish the
waters of the ATAA.He threwhimself into thework of
theWellowwild trout project. Four years later that
pupalWild Trout Society emerged as theWild Trout
Trust – with Fred Scourse as its first director. That
little gemof awildWellow troutwas in good hands.
Fred slipped it back in thewater andwe fished on up
theWellow.
It was friendly fishing downon theWellow. It had to
be. The onlyway tomove up the little river is towade,
so one bloke fishedwhile the other bloke spotted
rises, plucked the first bloke’s fly from the lush

“I followed Fred on the ladder, 
down into the deep green 

world of the Wellow Brook”

The white pole betrays the top of the ladder to the river. 
The sign marks the start of the catch-and-release section.

Fred fishes up 
the Wellow 
between the 
deep, steep 
banks of
summer
foliage.

Fred Scourse, first director of the Wild Trout Trust, looks over the pastoral idyll of the Wellow valley.
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A caddis peeps from its gravel case. Mayfly dun beside an empty shuck.

vegetation, sucked in breath when the first bloke 
missed a take and marvelled how anyone could have 
missed it. Then the first bloke caught a fish and it was 
the second bloke’s turn to cast at a rising fish, get 
caught in the surroundings and miss the take. And so 
we went on up this charming little stream, catching 
wild trout up to 12 inches and enjoying ourselves. 

Most of the Wellow and Cam brooks are now 
managed as a catch-and-release wild trout fishery 
following advisory visits from the Wild Trout Trust. 
Anyone with a wild trout population in the UK or 
Ireland can call on the Trust for practical help, advice 
and support. This usually begins with an advisory 
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visit and report. The reports for the Wellow
and Cam suggested getting more light to the
stream on the over-shaded bits, keeping
farm animals out of the stream with
fencing, controlling the Himalayan balsam
and creating more diversity of flow and
depth with large woody debris. “Large
woody debris” has become something of a
mantra of river conservation in recent
years. LWD, essentially tree trunks and
branches, is the very stuff that keepers have
been hauling out of their rivers since rivers
have been kept. So why should we be
chucking it back?

In a word – diversity. As water flows
round, over and (best of all) under a tree
trunk it creates diversity of flow and
direction, scouring here, depositing there.
This cleans and sorts the stones and
gravels, creating deeper holes and shallow
riffles and spawning gravels in between.
The more diversity in a stream, the more
niches there are for trout at different stages
and the creatures they feed on. The wood
itself offers cover and safety for the trout
and a home for bugs – I’m not getting too
technical, am I? But LWD needs to be
managed or it can all end up blocking the
next bridge downstream. Trunks are
tethered to the bank with wire or pinned to
the riverbed. The Wild Trout Trust is on

hand to advise how this can be done. But
you’ve still got to do it. The ATAA has weekly
work parties, coppicing or hinging trees
along the brooks. And, on this section of the
Wellow, pinning a dozen or so long
aluminium ladders to those steep banks.
We climbed one of these up into that sunny
afternoon.

After a bite of lunch we fished the top of
the Wellow, where the wild trouting on
these brooks had begun 20 years ago. The
banks are lower here, bringing another
problem – farm stock in the river: young
girls from the nearby trekking centre would
trek their ponies up the brook on a
summer’s day. Barbed-wire fencing daunts
animals, horsey girls and fishermen alike
so up here Sunday work parties are putting
up stiles and squeeze gates.

And so it goes on, the job of turning a
neglected stocked water into a vibrant wild
trout fishery on a delightful little
Westcountry brook.

There are no day-tickets to be had on
these waters of the Avon and Tributaries
Angling Association. So what’s the point of
me singing their praises and telling you all
this? Well, they have guest tickets. So do
most of the private clubs, syndicates and
private fisheries that the Wild Trout Trust
has helped and supported over the years.
And many of them, in their turn, have
helped and supported the Trust by donating
a guest ticket or two for the annual auction.
I’ve listed a small selection (see panel,
right). And, of course, the ATAA is one of
them. So this year, as ever, Fred Scourse
will be taking another happy fisherman
on to these waters.

All you have to do is bid.
And in case you were wondering: were it

not for that erratic kink in the Somerset-
Wiltshire border, a pretty village on the west
bank of the Avon would be in Somerset.
And Limpley Stoke surely belongs in
Wilts.

A stunning wild brown trout of the Wellow,
testimony to the success of the habitat
improvements.

WILD 
TROUT  

AUCTION
THERE ARE more than 
250 lots in the Wild Trout 
Trust auction (March 
4-13) including a couple 
from the Avon and 
Tributaries Angling 
Association. The 
following selection may 
whet your appetite: 
Q One day for two rods on 
four miles (double bank) of 
the River Dove below 
Ashbourne: offered by the 
Norbury Fishing Club
Q Two consecutive days for 
two rods on the lovely 
River Coln near Fairford: 
offered by John Paine.
Q One day for one rod  
on the Hampshire 
chalkstreams, Loddon and 
Lyde: offered by Gresham 
Anglers and Tony 
Richards, accompanied by 
Denise Ashton of the WTT.
Q One day for one rod with 
Trout & Salmon editor, 
Andrew Flitcroft, on his 
private stretch of the River 
Gwash, near Oakham. And 
another day on the Guash 
offered by the Guash 
Fishing Club (same river, 
different spelling)
Q One day for two rods on 
the River Chess between 
Latimer and Chenies near 
Amersham, Bucks: offered 
by Chess Valley Anglers.
Q One day for one rod on 
the Upper Great Stour near 
Ashford, Kent. This has 
been restored in 
partnership with the WTT: 
offered by Upper Stour 
Restoration Project.
Q One day for two rods on  
a two-mile private stretch 
of the River Wharfe, 
Derbyshire: offered by 
Huby Angling Club.

To bid for a lot, visit  
www.wildtrout.org 

To find out more  
about the ATAA, visit  
www.ataafishing.net

On the upper 
Wellow after 
lunch – and  
now Fred wears 
his own hat.



A helping hand
Richard Donkin explains why we must innovate 
to protect salmon and offset the effect of floods 

E’RE ALL 
SHOCKED by 
floods and those in 
the north this past 
winter were more 
shocking than 

most. While news coverage focused on 
destruction to homes and services, I’m 
sure I wasn’t alone in thinking of the 
salmon redds. A whole generation of 
salmon must have been destroyed in the 
worst affected areas of the Aberdeenshire 
Dee and in rivers such as the Eden. 

Salmon are genetically programmed to 
survive such disasters since a single river 
generation will divide and choose to stay 
at sea for different lengths of time. But 
floods and severe habitat damage in consecutive 
years are going to erode populations. The impact will 
be felt in future years.

Should river keepers and governing bodies be
doing more, therefore, to alleviate the perils of
flooding, not just for the welfare of those living close
to watercourses but also for the aquatic life that
depends on healthy, well-regulated water flows?

In England, the flood defences installed by the
Environment Agency were found wanting. Some
5,000 people were flooded out of their homes in
Carlisle when 14 inches of rain fell in 24 hours. That’s
a record for anywhere in the UK. The previous record
was set in 2009, also in Cumbria.

As the climate heats up, we should expect the
frequency and intensity of such 
flooding to increase. The threat to our
rivers and streams is not going to
diminish. A recent article in the 
Ecologist magazine suggested that
existing flood prevention strategies
are misguided since they concentrate
on moving water fast towards the sea.

Drainage systems almost everywhere are designed
to shift water downhill rapidly. The result is
widespread erosion caused by deeply cut streams,
swollen by channelled run-off water.

If intervention is directed anywhere, says the 
Ecologist, it should be at the headwaters of rivers. So 
what can be done? The idea is to restore what nature 
once evolved for itself – more trees and the kind of 
wildlife that exploits woodland in helping to retain 
flood water – principally beavers.

Yes, that’s right – beavers. Beavers in Scotland have 
had a bad press since their re-introduction. I’ve 
written about the damage they’ve caused to bankside 
vegetation and sluice gates on the River Tay. They’re 
unpopular with farmers and landowners who have 

begun shooting them. But the Ecologist 
argues that, with sufficient surrounding 
woodland, beavers perform a service in 
helping to hold back floodwaters 
with their dams.

Change is also needed in farming 
methods. Contour ploughing and 
establishing broader, unploughed strips of 
land on the margins of fields and river 
banks, can help prevent silting that clogs up 
redds. Planting shelter belts on upland sheep 
pastures and hedgerows on the lower slopes 
of fields help retain water on the land.

Better understanding among landowners 
is needed if bankside forestation of feeder 
streams is to increase. But it’s perhaps 
unrealistic to believe that, without 

incentive, farmers will sacrifice commercial 
interests for conservation. 

Many riparian beat owners, however, are 
stewarding both farmland and fishing, each of which 
contributes to their estate incomes. Thinking through 
this clash of interests is vital if we’re to make habitat 
robust enough to resist the ravages of future storms.

Whatever you think of the arguments for better 
land management it’s difficult to escape the 
conclusion that nature in the past has done a better 
job of regulating the environment than we have. Such 
is our impact, however, that putting right the wrongs 
created by intensive farming will need leadership 
within government. Nature needs a helping hand.

But how far should we go to protect our fishing? 
Should we persist with the new 
orthodoxy that no longer 
accommodates hatcheries? It’s 
difficult to ignore the successes 
achieved by the hatchery on 
Scotland’s River Carron. I’ve heard 
this restoration story disparaged by 
some who have called for greater 

scientific investigation of the hatchery. But how 
neutral are the sceptics? Few people in fishing 
approach conservation with impartiality.

The arguments against hatcheries are well 
rehearsed, but wouldn’t a hatchery provide just the 
kind of insurance that nature itself has bred in to the 
salmon? It’s difficult to see how hatchery-bred smolts 
could steal habitat when natural breeding has been 
devastated by floods.

The tenacity of salmon has surprised us time and 
again but we know they need all the help they can get. 
That means we shouldn’t be too dismissive of those 
who pioneer new approaches. Orthodoxy can be its 
own worst enemy and the soundest voice is not 
always the loudest.   

Richard 
Donkin is a 
journalist 

and has fished 
in Norway 

and Iceland. 
His favourite 
river is the 

Aberdeenshire 
Dee

“Few people in fishing 
approach conservation 

with impartiality”

 C A S T I N G  A B O U T  
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Clearwater
Fly Reels

£59

Hydros
Fly Reels

from £169

Battenkill
Fly Reels

from £79

Encounter II
Fly Reels

from £45

CFO
Fly Reels

from £279

Access
Fly Reels

£99

QUEST - 6 PCE
Designed for ishing any time, anywhere.

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Quest 8’6” #4 £99.99 £84.99
Quest 9’ #5 #6 £99.99 £84.99
Quest 9’6” #7 £109.99 £94.99
Quest 10’ #5 #7 £109.99 £104.99

TRUEFLY SLA - 4 PCE
Super lightweight rod with English bronze inish

Rod Length Line RRP Price
Truefly SLA 7’ #3 £79.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 8’ #4 £79.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 8’6” #4 £79.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 9’ #5 £79.99 £49
Truefly SLA 9’6” #6 #7 £89.99 SOLD OUT

Truefly SLA 10’ #5 #7 #8 £89.99 SOLD OUT

SPEEDSTER
Super-high retrieve

rate reel with a
narrower spool,

inboard mounted
handle & an large

outer diameter

1.5 Fly Reel £249
2 Fly Reel £269

3 Fly Reel £299
Spare Spool from £120

2 Fly Reel £309
2 Fly Reel £329

Spare Spool from£120

AGILITY FLY - 4PCE
he action of the blanks are medium / fast and
combine excellent casting potential with a
smooth ish playing action.

10’ #3 #4 #5 RRP £54.99 PRICE £42.50

ORACLE EXP SWITCH ROD - 6PCE
useful when smaller lies and lighter lines are
required to improve presentation.

11’ #7/8 #8/9 RRP £89.99 PRICE £74.99

LITESPEED
An iconic ultra-large arbor reel

KONIC II
Smart design & high performance

RRP NOW
Konic 2 Fly Reel £139 £110
Konic 3.5 Fly Reel £149 £115

ALL REDUCED

SCOTT A4 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Smooth casting high line speed rods with low physical weights.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'6” #4 £349
8' #3 #4 £349
8'6" #4 #5 £349

A4 Fly Rods Price
9' #4-#10 #12 £349
10’ #4 - #8 £349

SCOTT G2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
For stalking trout with tiny lies, long leaders, & light tippet.

A4 Fly Rods Price
7'7” #2 #3 #4 £599
8'4” #2 #3 #4 #5 £599

A4 Fly Rods Price
8'8” #3 #4 #5 #6 £599
9’ #4 # 5 #6 £599

SCOTT RADIAN FLY RODS - 4 PCE
A great combination of speed and power

Radian Fly Rods Price
8'6” #4 #5 £649
9' #4 - #7 £649

Radian Fly Rods Price
9'6” #6 #7 #8 £649
10’ #4 - #8 £649

Snowbee Onyx
7 Models

RRP £49.99 £92.99
NOW £49.99-£79.99

Snowbee Classic 2
4 Models
NOW

£27.99-£39.99

Snowbee Geo
3 Models

RRP £195 £239
NOW £159-£219

Geo Cassette
Fly Reels & Bundle

RRP £185 £229
NOW £235-£279

SNOWBEE GEO NANO FLY RODS - 4PCE
he ubiquitous larger stillwater & reservoir rods plus 3 Salmon rods
Geo Nano RRP Price
8'6” #4 £349 £315
9' #5 #6 #8 #9 #10 £349-£399 £315-£349
9'6" #7 £389 £339
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £389-£399 £349
13' #8 #9 £479 £429
14' #9 #10 6 Piece Travel Rod £539 £479
14' #9/10 £499 £449
Geo Nano Switch - 4PCE RRP Price
10’9” #7 £429 £379
11’6” #8 £449 £399

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE FLY RODS - 4PCE
Superb quality coupled with outstanding value.

Prestige RRP Price
8’ #4 £219 £189
9’ #4 #5 #6 £239 £199
9’6” #3 #7 £259-£269 £219
10' #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 £259-£279 £219-£229
10’ #8 £259 £149
10'6”#3 New Style Handle £299 £269
11’ #3 New Style Handle £299 £269

SNOWBEE PRESTIGE SWITCH FLY RODS - 4PCE
Lightweight and e�ortless power producing distance and accuracy.

RRP Price
10'8" #6 ONLY £289-£299 £169

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 FLY RODS - 4PCE
Incorporating the very latest thinking in ly rod design & material technology.
Diamond 2 RRP Price
7' #4 £139 £116
8' #4 £145 £119
9' #4 #5 #6 £155-£159 £129
9'6" #7 #8 £165 £135
10' #3 #4 #6 #7 £165-£179 £139-£149

9' #4 #5 £159 £99
9'6” #8 £149 £89
10' #3 #4 #5 #6 #8 £169 £99

SNOWBEE DIAMOND 2 SPEY & SWITCH FLY

RODS - 4PCE
Superb performance and a�ordable value.

Diamond 2 Spey RRP Price
12'6"#7 #8 £249 £215
13' #8 #9 £269 £229
14' #9 #10 £289 £249
15' #10 #11 £309 £269

Diamond 2 Switch RRP Price
10'6"#7 £209 £179
10'6"#8 £209 £179

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY RODS - 4PCE
he Classic Fly Rods with all-new 4-piece blanks, providing crisp,
responsive action. Ideal for those just starting ly ishing.

Classic RRP Price
6' #2/3 £55.99 £45
7' #3/4 #5/6 £59.99 £47
8'6" #4/5 £65.99 £54
9' #4/5 #5/6 £69.99 £59
9'6" #6/7 £78.99 £63
10' #4/5 #7/8 £85.99 £69-£72

SNOWBEE CLASSIC FLY ROD COMBOS - 4PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers
and available in specialized sizes.

Classic Combo Kits RRP Price
8'6" #4/5 £99.99 £79.99
9' #5/6 #7/8 #8/9 £104.99-£117.99 £79.99
9'6" #6/7 £115.99 £89.99

20%OFF
Purchase a Snowbee fly rod, fly
reel & fly line & get 20% off
the complete outfit!

SNOWBEE 790 CASSETTE REELS & BUNDLES

A Cassette Spool version of the Popular 790 model. Built to the
same exacting standards as the other reels, but itted with a
precision moulded, reinforced polycarbonate Cassette Spool.
Giving the same line capacity as the standard model, this o�ers
the advantage of quick-change, inexpensive cassette spools, so
favoured by competition ishermen. Also available as a ‘retro-it’
spool head to convert your existing 790 Geo into a Cassette reel.

Cassette Fly Reels RRP Price
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel £62.99 £54.99
Onyx #5/7 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £84.99 £74.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel £69.99 £62.99
Onyx #7/9 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Spare Cassette Spools in Reel Case £92.99 £79.99
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel £209 £169
Geo 560 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £259 £199
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel £235 £179
Geo 790 Cassette Fly Reel plus
3 Cassette Spools and Reel Case £279 £210

GREYS XF2 STREAMFLEX FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for the most technical and demanding of light line anglers and available in specialized sizes.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
XF2 6'6" #3 £189.99 £155
XF2 7' #3 £194.99 £155
XF2 7'6" #4 £204.99 £165
XF2 8' #4 £204.99 £169
XF2 8'6" #5 #6 £209.99 £169
XF2 9' #2 #6 £219.99 £179

Greys XF2 Streamflex Plus 9'6"/10'
#3 #4 #5

Two exceptional rods in one. Unique 9ft 6in
extension system allows the precise dry ly rod to
be transformed into a 10ft nymph rod in seconds
- without re-threading the rings
Available in #3, #4, #5 RRP £269.99 £228.99

GREYS XF2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
An adaptable all-rounder, XF2 is a quality rod that excels in a range of ishing situations.

Rod LengthLine RRP NOW
XF2 9' #5 #6 £219.99 £175
XF2 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £219.99 £175

GREYS GR30 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
With a slightly more forgiving action than the GR50, the GR30 allows high line speeds with the
minimum of e�ort. he GR30 looks every bit as good as it casts.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 7'6" #3 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8' #4 £99.99 £88.99
GR30 8'6" #5 £99.99 £88.99

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR30 9' #5 #6 #8 £109.99 £98.99
GR30 9'6" #5 #6 #8 £119.99 £107.99
GR30 10' #7 #8 £119.99 £107.99

GREYS GR50 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Manufactured from high grade carbon ibre in an advanced taper design, the GR50 is a physically light
ly rod. he fast recovering, high performance action is the replacement for Greys all-time best selling
GRXI+ range is truly class leading.

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
GR50 6' #3 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 6'6" #4 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 7' #3 #5 £129.99 £116.99
GR50 8' #4 #6 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 8'6" #5 £139.99 £125.99
GR50 9' #5 #6 #8 £139.99 £125.99

Rod Length Line RRP
GR50 9'6" #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99
GR50 10' #6 #7 #8 £149.99 £134.99
GR50 13' #8/9 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 14' #9/10 £249.99 £224.99
GR50 15' #10/11 £249.99 £224.99

REDUCED
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OFFER

REDUCED

REDUCED

3 SPECIAL OFFERS

Rod Length Line RRP NOW
XF2 10' #6 #7 #8£229.99 £185
XF2 Carnivore 9' #8 #9 £229.99 £185

GTS/GX REELS
Large Arbor GTS cassette reels with Greys
unique line ID system. RRP NOW
GTS500 #5 #6 #7 £49.99 £44.99
GTS500 #7 #8 #9 £49.99 £44.99
GTS700 #5 #6 #7 £99.99 £89.99
GTS700 #7 #8 #9 £99.99 £89.99
GX900 #2 #3 #4 £119.99 £99.99
GX900 #4 #5 #6 £124.99 £104.99
GX900 #6 #7 #8 £129.99 £109.99
GX900 #8 #9 #10 £139.99 £119.99
GX900 #10 #11 #12 £149.99 £129.99

REDUCED

SPECIAL OFFER

SPECIAL OFFER

ORVIS ENCOUNTER SPIN/FLY COMBO ROD
It's a spinning rod. No, it's a ly rod. Actually, it's both.

Encounter Spin/Fly Combo Rod RRP Price
7' #5 (fly) 1/16 - 3/16oz (spin) £225 £199

ORVIS SUPERFINE CARBON FLY RODS
Classic precision dominates the unsanded graphite blank with
matching graphite wraps of the Superine Carbon.

Superfine Carbon Fly Rods RRP Price
6’ - 9’ 7 Models in the range from £335

ORVIS RECON FLY RODS
Recon teams a high-performance, fast action feel with light swing
weight.

Recon Fly Rods RRP Price
7’ 11” - 10’ 7 Models in the range from £315NEW

NEW

ORVIS HELIOS 2 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
20% stronger than the original Helios, 20% lighter in hand, 100%
increase in tip-impact strength, ine-tuned tapers for unrivaled
tracking, accuracy, and lifting power

ORVIS SUPERFINE GLASS FULL
FLEX RODS
Get ready to change the way you feel. Orvis have applied modern
Orvis taper design principles to a classic rod-building material to
produce a 3-weight ibreglass ly rod that's smooth and slow, yet
crisp and strong.

Superfine Glass Full Flex Rods RRP Price
7' #3 NEW £349 £314
7'6" #4 NEW £349 £314
8' #5 NEW £349 £314

Helios 2 RRP Price
6' #2 £735 £675
7' #4 £735 £675
7'6" #3 £735 £675
7'9 #5 £735 £675
8'4" #2 #3 £735 £675
8'6" #4 #5 £765 £689
9' #4 #5 #6 £765 £689

Helios 2 Saltwater RRP Price
8'6" #2 #3 £765 £689
9' #6 #7 #8 #9

#10 #11 #12 £765 £689
9'6" #6 £765 £689
10' #6 #7 #8 £765 £689
11' #6 #7 #8 #9 £825 £749

NEW FOR 2015

NEW FOR AUTUMN / WINTER 2015

ORVIS CLEARWATER FLY RODS - 4 PCE
he all new Clearwater® Series reaps the rewards of our award-
winning Helios™ technology. Lighter and more responsive than
ever, the Clearwater Series o�ers 20 models 

Clearwater RRP Price
6' #2 £179 £159
7' #4 £179 £159
7'6" #3 #5 £179 £159
8'6" #4 #5 £179 £159

ORVIS FREQUENT FLYER FLY RODS - 7 PCE
Travelling with your ly rod has never been easier than with the 7-
piece travel ly rods Frequent Flyer ly rods. 

Frequent Flyer RRP Price
8'6" #5 £215 £193
9' #5 #6 #8 £235 £210

ORVIS ENCOUNTER FLYER ROD OUTFITS - 4PCE
Encounter ly rods are quality discount ly rods that allow novice
anglers to easily enter the ly ishing world. O�ering the most
popular sizes and line weights, these Encounter ly rod outits elimate
all the guesswork on your part.

Encounter Outfits RRP Price
8'6" #5 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9' #5 #8 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135
9’ 6” #6 Includes Rod, Reel, Line & Leader £149 £135

Clearwater RRP Price
9' #4 #5 #6 #7

#8 #9 #10 #12 £179 £159
9'6" #6 #7 £199 £179
10' #4 #5 #6 #8 £179-£199 £159-£179

Spare Spool 
from £55

GREYS GR70 FLY RODS - 4 PCE
Designed for river & still water anglers.

Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 #6 #7 £229.99 £206.99
9’6” #6 #7 £249.99 £224.99

Length Line RRP NOW
10’ #7 #8£269.99 £242.99

GREYS GR70 DOUBLE HANDED R/T
Double handed rod designed for river & still water anglers.

Length Line RRP NOW 
14’ #9 £379.99 £339.99

GREYS GR70 6 PCE TRAVEL ROD
Giving all anglers the ability to venture further than before.

Length Line RRP NOW
9’ #5 £239.99 £215.99

Length Line RRP NOW
9’6” #7 £259.99 £233.99

GREYS GR70 STREAMFLEX / STREAMFLEX PLUS
Fast recovering, smooth medium-fast action ly rods

Length Line RRP NOW
Streamflex 6’6” #3 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 7’6” #4 £199.99 £179.99
Streamflex 8’ #4 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 8’6” #5 £209.99 £188.99
Streamflex 9’ #4 #5 #6 £219.99 £199.99
Streamflex Plus 9’6” #3 #5 £279.99 £199.99

ORVIS CLEARWATER SWITCH RODS
High-end performance at an excellent price, giving you the back-
saving ease of two-handed casting.

Clearwater Switch Rods RRP Price
11’ #6 #7 #8 #9 £299 £269
12’ #8 £299 £269
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Simms GR4 PRO
FishingWaders
Stockingfoot

£699

Simms G3 Guide
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£549

Simms Headwaters
Convertible Fishing
Waders Stockingfoot

£449

Simms G4Z
Fishing Waders
Stockingfoot

£799

Simms G4 Boa
Wading Boots

£249

Simms G3 Guide
Wading Boots

£239

Simms Rivertek 2 BOA
Wading Boots

£189

Simms Vapor
Wading Boots

£169

Simms Freestone
Wading Boots

£159

Simms Flats Sneaker
Wading Boots

£119

Simms Zipit Bootie II
Wading Boots

£85

Simms Guide Flip
& Ebbtide Flip

£79

Simms Freestone Felt
Wading Boots

£139

Orvis Silver Sonic
Stockingfoot
Zippered Waders £355

Guide Waders £339

Convertible Waders £235

Orvis Endura Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot £235£149

Infinity Gravel Guards £26

Neoprene Guard Sock £25

Orvis Encounter
Felt wading boots

RRP £75 £89

Orvis Clearwater
Fly Fishing Vest
RRP £59 £49

Orvis Lightwt Super
Tac-L-Pac Fly Vest
RRP £125 £99

Orvis Hydros
Strap Vest

RRP £125 £110

Fingerless
Gloves £15
Fold Over Fleece Gloves
Convertible £15
Super Thin Neoprene
Gloves £22

Breeze Bloc £59.99
Country £79.99

SFT Breathable Waders
RRP NOW

Chest Stockingfoot £359 £289

Zip Front Stockingfoot £399 £329

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Stockingfoot Waist £229 £189
Stockingfoot Chest £249 £199
Stockingfoot Zip Front £299 £249

Prestige Breathable ST Waders
RRP NOW

Bootfoot Chest Combi Felt £249 £199

Bootfoot Zip Combi Felt £319 £269

Snowbee Prestige Nubuck
Wading Boots

RRP £149 NOW £75

Snowbee XS-Pro RRP NOW
Studded XS Tra Grip £129 £105

Combi Felt £119 £99

Snowbee Ranger
Felt Sole Wading Boots

RRP £79.99 £59

Snowbee Rockhopper Neoprene
Spike Sole Wading Boots

RRP £59.99 £49.99

Snowbee Classic
Fly Vest

RRP £43 £37

Snowbee Geo
Fly Vest

RRP £83 £75

Snowbee Geo Wading
Fly Vest

RRP £73 £65

Snowbee Superlight
Fly Vest

RRP £50 £45

Snowbee Superlight
Mesh Fly Vest
RRP £46 £39

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Over Trousers

RRP £119 £99

Snowbee Shirts
Short or Long Sleeves

from £39.99

Neoprene Gravel Guard
made of 3mm double lined
Neoprene
£17

Snowbee Stream-Trek
Studded XS Tra Grip

RRP £139 £149 £125

Snowbee SFT Sonic-Welded
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £299 £269

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable Wading Jacket

RRP £139 £119

Orvis Clearwater
Wading Jacket

RRP £189 £169

Orvis Clearwaters
Mesh Vest

RRP £59 £49

Greys Strata All Weather
Jacket Brown

RRP £179.99 £139.99

Greys Strata All Weather
Overtrousers Brown
RRP £149.99 £119.99

Greys Strata Fly Vest
Lightweight & waterproof

RRP £54.99 £44.99

Scierra X-Tech Wading
Jacket

RRP £129.99 £116.99

Snowbee Smoker Cooker
Made from Stainless Steel
RRP £47.99 £39.99

Snowbee Float Tube Kit
Twin tube V Boat style
RRP £199 £179

Snowbee Prestige
Gamefisher £19.99

18 Models to choose
from - Starting from £199

11 Models to choose from

Maui Jim Sunglasses
from £89

Maui Jim BiFocal Sunglasses
from £115

Snowbee Magnalite Full
Frame £49.99

Snowbee Prestige Sport Sunglasses
2 Styles available £49.99

Gore Range Tech
Vest Pack £129.99

Marabou Vest
£129.99

Sagebrush Mesh
Vest £119.99

Open Range Tech
Vest Pack £149.99

Wasatch Tech Vest
Pack £159.99

Vaquero Waxed
Canvas Vest £119.99

Wildhorse Tech Vest
Pack £199.99

G3 Guide
Fishing Vest

£199

Guide
Fishing Vest

£149

Slick Jacket
Fishing Jacket

£449

Exstream Series
PrImaLoft Synergy
Insulated
Jacket £239

Trousers £179

Vertical Mesh
Fishing Vest

£119

Freestone
Fishing Vest

£79

PFG Henry’s Fork
Lightweight fishing

vest with 12 pockets
to hold all your gear.

£89.99 

Simms Dry Creek
Chest Pack

£69

Simms Headwaters
Chest Pack

£79

Simms Headwaters
Hip Pack

£99

Headwaters 1/2 Day
Hydration Pack

£99

Headwaters
Gear Bag

£99

Headwaters Packs
Sling Pack £79

Large Sling Pack £99

Simms Headwaters
Tackle Bag

£169

Elk River Youth
Vest £74.99

Simms Headwaters
Gear Bag
£189

1/2 PRICE

Airflo Outlander Gear
Bag

£39.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rolling Cargo Bag

£79.99 

Airflo Outlander
Rucksack/Chest Pack

£59.99

Airflo Outlander Vest
Back Pack
£59.99

REDUCED

CC3 XP
Stockingfoot Waders
RRP £149.99 £129.99

Snowbee Fly Vest /
Backpack

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige Long
Fly-Fishing Waistcoat 

RRP £89.99 £79 

Snowbee Prestige
Breathable 3/4 Field Jacket

RRP £169 £139

Orvis Access
Wading Boots £139

Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Pivot Boot Felt
Wading Boots £165

Studs Extra £22.95

Orvis Encounter 
Waders & Boots
Waders          from  £135

Boots             from  £69 

See website for details

Fall Run
Jacket
£189 

Kinetic
Jacket
£255

Riffle
Jacket
£255

Superlight
Trousers

£59

Superlight
Zip-Off Trousers

£69

Superlight
Shorts
£55

Guide
Shorts
£59

Shirts
from

£59 - £95

Wading Staffs
from

£99 - £129

Simms Headwaters
Full Day Pack

£149

Simms Dry Creek Back
Packs and Hip Packs

£109 - £259

• Waterproof Zips 
• 3 Layer Bonded System
• High Breathability

NEW SFT 4mm Neoprene 
Chest Waders RRP NOW
Stockingfoot £149£129
Bootfoot Combi Felt from £185£165
Bootfoot - Cleated   from £179£159
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Major petition demands action from Scottish Government
to regulate salmon-farming industry

“[Government]should
ordertheclosureof
persistentlypoorly
performingfarms"

S
ALMON & TROUT 
Conservation Scotland 
(S&TCS) has launched a
parliamentary petition 
calling for the Scottish 
Government to introduce

tighter regulation of salmon farms.
To view the petition, visit:
 www.scottish.parliament.uk/

GettingInvolved/Petitions/PE01598
The petition is open until February 25.
Andrew Graham-Stewart, director of

S&TCS, commented: “Scottish 
Government’s lack of regulation has 
clearly been a major contributory factor 
in the industry’s failure to keep sea-lice 
numbers below acceptable levels.

“Fisheries scientists are increasingly 
firm in their conclusions that sea-lice 
produced on fish-farms harm 
wild salmonids.”

S&TC Scotland says Scottish 
Government needs to introduce the
following measures:
Q require the immediate publication of 
farm-specific sea-lice data
Q introduce tougher regulation and
inspection of fish farms
Q commence a Government-led review 
of the current voluntary code of practice, 

replacing it with a statutory code, as
provided for in the Aquaculture Act 2007
Q introduce an upper-tier sea-lice 
threshold above which an immediate 
cull or harvest of farmed fish is 
required by law
Q amend Scottish legislation to protect 
wild fish from potential damage caused 
by fish-farms, with inspectors given a 

legal duty to control sea-lice on 
fish-farms in order to protect wild 
fish populations
Q order the closure and/or relocation 
of persistently poorly performing 
fish farms
Q signal that the fish-farming industry 
will be required eventually to move to 
full closed containment, to ensure a 
complete biological separation of wild 
and farmed fish.

The most recent official wild salmon 
catch statistics show that for the main 
salmon-farming  zone – the west 
Highlands (from Cape Wrath down to 
the Mull of Kintyre) and the Hebrides – 
the average annual wild salmon rod 
catch in the last ten years is 22 per cent 
lower than that of the 1960s (marine 
salmon farming began in 1970). In some 
smaller west coast rivers wild salmon 
are close to extinction.

In contrast for east and north coast 
rivers between the Tweed and Cape 
Wrath (an area virtually free of salmon 
farm influence) the average annual 
salmon rod catch in the last ten years is 
29 per cent higher than that of the 60s. 
Furthermore, all of the great west coast 
sea-trout loch fisheries have collapsed.

SIGN UP TO SAVE SALMON

Free rod licence for children
Two major changes for the 2017 England and Wales season, free

rod licences for under-16s and a rolling 365-day licence for all,
have been confirmed by UK fisheries minister George Eustice and

are contained in the Environment Agency's fisheries report.
The “rolling” license will last for one year from the day it is

issued, rather than be valid only from April 1-March 31, thereby
offering value for money to anglers who buy their licence 

mid-season. The under-16s licence is currently £5.
The well-written 64-page EA report also contains 2014-2015

English salmon and sea-trout catches, describes English rivers’
salmon and sea-trout conservation limits, lists poaching 

prosecutions, and explains the agency’s fisheries improvement
policy, stocking work, funding and expenditure. 
Search “fisheries report” at the website gov.uk
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Scottish conservation 
laws to start on April 1
But the catch-and-release rule is lifted

 in six fishery districts

FOLLOWING A public consultation, the 

Scottish Government has confirmed that 

legislation to ban the killing of salmon outwith 

estuary limits (mixed-stock netting) and 

categorise the nation’s more than 100 fishery 

districts based upon the health of their salmon

stocks will be introduced on April 1.

However, the category of six fishery 

districts has been changed. The Carron, Gruinard 

non SAC (Special Area of Conservation), Inver,

Kirkaig, North Harris SAC and Langavat SAC have 

moved from category 3 to category 2 and 

therefore mandatory catch-and-release is 

no longer required, although steps must be 

taken to reduce exploitation.

The change follows an assessment of new 

catch data from fisheries and the removal of 

lochs from the assessments of the districts’ 

conservation status. The original assessments 

had applied a Norwegian model of the use of loch 

margins by salmon, which was 

inappropriate to Scotland.

The Ness district, outside of the Moriston SAC, 

would be category 2 by the new assessment. 

However, the conservation status of the Moriston 

SAC is poor (category 3) and salmon destined for 

this SAC will pass through, and be available for

killing in, the wider Ness district. To protect 

the Moriston SAC the rest of the Ness 

district remains category 3.

Category 1 rivers are considered healthy and

catch-and-release is not required. However, the

existing spring conservation order restricts 

fishing for salmon to a catch-and-release basis on 

all Scottish salmon rivers until April 1 (and some

rivers extend this rule to June 30 or longer).

The Government said that river-by-river 

assessments, rather than districts, are 

a long-term goal but not yet “deliverable”.

In response to widespread concerns – and 

anger – that the imposition of catch-and-release 

on some 88 category 3 districts will deter anglers 

from fishing, diminish club memberships and 

damage local tourism, the Government said that 

it recognised “the potential risk [but] it should be 

remembered that current catch-and-release 

averages are over 90 per cent for spring fish and 

over 80 per cent for the annual catch [and that

the catch-and-release rule] will be based on an

annual assessment and as such is designed to 

enable improved conservation status, which has 

greater long-term benefit to all those who have

an interest in Atlantic salmon.”

The other significant change following the 

consultation will be the requirement for all 

fishery districts to maintain a conservation plan

irrespective of their conservation status.

The conservation plan will summarise the 

options for the management of salmon stocks,

taking into account the best scientific evidence

available. The plan will include details of local 

initiatives to address the current assessment of

the district and identify (and where possible 

quantify) other factors that might have a material 

impact, such as marine renewable energy, 

predation, aquaculture and barriers. 

First Irish silver
CONGRATULATIONS to Neil O’Shea who caught the first salmon in

Ireland this season on Lough Currane. The 10 lb fish took a trolled 13 cm

Rapala on January 18. Neil is a fourth-generation gillie on Currane.

The Irish season started on January 1 but New Year floods made rivers

almost unfishable. The first fish from the Drowes was an 8 lb fish caught

on a red Flying C by Eddie Roulston on January 23.

Bid for trout
THE ANNUAL Wild Trout Trust 
auction takes place on March 
4-13. There are more than 
250 lots, mainly trout fishing, 
but also salmon and saltwater 
sport, as well as tackle, flies, art 
and books. Prices from £20. 
An illustrated catalogue is
available on the WTT website
www.wildtrout.org or call
023 92 570 985 for a catalogue.
Bidding is by eBay or post.

Price of
farmed salmon

ILLUSTRATING the difficulty that

conservationists face when trying to

fight the powerful polluting

fish-farming i

the news that f

salmon are

worth more th

Norway’s aqua

newspaper i

reported in Ja

that a standa

farmed fish cos

than one ba

Brent cru

NASF book
THE NORTH Atlantic
Salmon Fund has published
Salmon Dance, a 208-page
hardback book (with
slipcase) that celebrates the
“life of the Atlantic salmon,
its conservation and the
culture of fly-fishing”.
Central to the book is a
series of photographic
essays by Yasuji Sugai.
The editor is NASF
chairman Orri Vigfusson.
Price £192 (22 per cent of
proceeds go to NASF).
E-mail: nasf@vortex.is

The Trust auction 

is a chance to fish 

exclusive beats. 

N
E

IL
 O

'S
H

E
A

S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S
T
O

C
K



52 March2016 www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk

A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F E A T U R E

Grab a bargain at  
Britain’s best tackle show

W
ITH THE start of the 
fishing season near, 
it will soon be time 
for Glasgow Angling 

Centre’s huge Spring Open 
Weekend on March 4, 5 and 6.

For three days, we host a fishing 
extravaganza in our 30,000 sq. ft. 
store, with anglers travelling from 
far and wide to pick up some of the 
thousands of bargains on offer, 
receive free tuition or meet big 
names in game angling such as 
Paul Young, Hywel Morgan, Ian
Gordon and many more.

Every major game
fishing brand in the tackle
industry will be there –
including Hardy, Greys,
Simms, Sage, Patagonia,
Rio, Guideline, Costa, LTS,
Wychwood, MacKenzie, Scott,
Daiwa, Loop and Lamson – each
showing off their new-season gear,
their representatives on hand to
help you to get the best out of your
fishing in 2016.

Glasgow Angling Centre stocks
the largest range of fishing tackle
in Europe, with nearly 45,000
items on display and more than
50 knowledgeable staff. Hundreds
of rods line the racks, all set up

and ready for you to “waggle”, or 
even try out on the centre’s casting 
pool or nearby canal basin.

The world’s finest fly-casters and 
instructors, including Hywel 
Morgan, Scott MacKenzie, Ian 
Gordon, Jim Curry, Steve Cullen, 
Andrew Toft and Stevie Munn will 
be there to help you improve your 
technique and get the most from 
your gear. What better way to 
choose a new rod than under the 
watchful eye of a qualified 
instructor or fly-rod designer? You

can also consult SGAIC
instructors, who will be providing
free fly-casting lessons to anglers
of all ages and abilities and the
chance to learn how to tie your
own flies.

A huge selection of reels is also
on display, while fine fishing
clothing lines the walls from floor
to ceiling, offering an unrivalled
choice to keep you warm, dry and
comfortable. A massive range of

waders and boots means there’s a 
size to fit almost anyone and the 
UK’s largest selection of fishing 
flies, from top manufacturers such 
as Atlantic Flies, Fulling Mill, 
Craig Barr, Dragon and 
Caledonian Flies, provides the 
perfect opportunity to restock 
those depleted fly-boxes, ready for 
the busy season ahead.

The fly-tying benches are always 
one of the main attractions,  
with enthusiasts enjoying 
demonstrations from the world’s 

best tyers including Paul 
Little, Barry Ord Clarke, Ian 
McKenzie, Alan Liddle, Jo 
Stephenson, Darryl Mooney, 
George Barron and experts 
from Veniard, Fulling Mill 
and Partridge. With the help of 

materials supplier Veniard, this 
inspiring line-up of tyers will show 
you how to employ the latest 
techniques and materials. When 
they’re not tying, they will be 
available to give you free advice 
and help you to choose the best 
materials from Glasgow Angling 
Centre’s vast selection.

For those days when the weather 
rules out fishing, the centre has a 
wide selection of books and DVDs. 

Glasgow Angling Centre’s Spring Open Weekend on March 4, 5 and 6.

HOW TO 
FIN D US
Glasgow 

Angling Centre 

is just two 

minutes’ drive 

from junction 16 

of Glasgow’s M8 

motorway, at 

Unit 1, 29 

Saracen Street, 

Glasgow G22 

5HT. It has a 

huge car park 

and is easily 

accessed

via public

transport. “The world’s best fly-casters 
will be there to help improve 

your technique”

BELOW
Open Weekends 
are hugely 
popular.
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The team from Bauer Media – the
name behind Trout & Salmon and
Trout Fisherman magazines – will
be in-store with an amazing offer 
for those who take out a 
subscription on the day.

Glasgow Angling Centre is well-
known for the great deals it offers 
all year round, but during Open 
Weekend it always goes further, 
with visitors delighted to find 
hundreds of prices slashed in 
every department. This Open
Weekend it launches its 
biggest-ever clearance, with 
hundreds of items cut to half
price or less. 

On top of all the super deals 
exclusive to the Open Weekend, 
visitors will also receive a £5
credit on their account for every 
£50 spent at the tills. You can even 
pick up a FREEBIE just by pre-
registering your attendance at 
the GAC website before the event. 
Don’t forget to sign up for one of 
GAC’s popular Customer Reward 
Cards. It will save you the usual £5 
subscription fee and you’ll join the 
tens of thousands of customers 
collecting points right away. 
For more details visit 
www.fishingmegastore.com

As well as the bargains, there’s
always a lot to see and do over the
three days. The popular distance-
casting event, sponsored by Hardy
& Greys, features great prizes
every day for both juniors and
adults – just register in-store on the
day. The RNLI will be in
attendance to carry out FREE
lifejacket checks for visitors who
bring theirs along and give advice
on how to keep safe while on or
near water. Clyde Outboards will
be on hand to showcase their
outboard services, outboard
engines and portable RIBs.

Art lovers will enjoy John
Edwards of Fish Recreations’
display of amazing fish replicas.
John will explain how to turn your
catch into a work of art, even
though you’ve released it, while
Mayfly Art’s Maria Gonzalez will
be displaying her popular range of
fish prints and fine gifts featuring
her amazing artwork.

The girls from Ladies Fishing
will be running events aimed at
promoting women’s angling.
Rangers from Loch Lomond and
Trossachs National Park will be at
the centre, too, advising visitors on
the fishing available in the park.

And should you happen to shoot
as well as fish, don’t forget that the
Glasgow Field Sports store is now
located inside GAC, with hunting
equipment and country clothing
from top brands like Harkila,
Seeland, Jack Pyke and Swarovski
plus a well-stocked gunroom.

You could easily spend a whole
day in the store, with plenty
of FREE PARKING, toilets and
on-site refreshments, and so
much to see and do. We’d love
to see you there...

                              

Meet the best-known names in game angling*

*SPECIAL GUESTS TO BE CONFIRMED. PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR AN UP-TO-DATE LIST.

Ian Gordon Jo Stephenson Andrew FlitcroftStevie MunnPaul Young Steve Cullen

BE L OW L E F T
Learn new 
fly tying 
techniques.

BE L OW
Try a new 
fly rod.

Hywel Morgan

CA N ’T M A K E TH E EV EN T ?
Not a problem. The Centre is open seven days a week, 

so you can drop in at any time. Alternatively, order by 

phone using the new hotline number 0141 212 8880 or 

visit the easy-to-use website: fishingmegastore.com

Glasgow Angling Centre operates an 

award-winning mail-order department, sending out 

parcels every day to customers all over the world, and 

giving valuable advice to anglers who aren’t within 

striking distance of the store. This busy service is 

backed up by two huge warehouses to keep 

customers constantly supplied. Connect with the 

centre on Facebook and Twitter for news of the latest 

gear and deals in fishing.

Sign up for a FREE bumper 244-page catalogue, 

including a bonus CLEARANCE booklet, on the 

website or by telephone, and it will be delivered 

direct to your door. 



Write to the editor Trout & Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: troutandsalmon@

bauermedia.co.uk Please include name, address, work and home telephone numbers.
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Insurance an issue?
We are all probably aware that it is 
possible to take out fishing insurance to 
cover you being washed off a river when 
in flood. This is fine in principle where 
you have one party who have taken 
the whole beat, however where you 
have individual rods being let some 
might have insurance and some 
might not.

Under the terms of the insurance 
policy I have read, the decision to fish or 
not lies with the gillie and once he has 
made up his mind then those without 
insurance will not be allowed to fish, 
either. I maintain that those rods with 
insurance are more likely to put 
pressure on a gillie to declare the beat 
closed while those without insurance 
might still want to have a go even 
from the bank. 

I fall into the latter category and have 
fished many times in a flood where you 
can only see a few inches into the water, 
and caught fish. In all the years I have 
been fishing I have never been told by a 
gillie the beat is closed today, which is 
what will have to happen in the future –
normally it is “You’re wasting your time,
you’d be better off in the pub” but at least
we have had a cast.

To travel hundreds of miles and not to
be able to at least fish from the bank
would be very disappointing, this is
particularly relevant to autumn on the
Tweed where the weather seems more
unpredictable than ever. 

I wonder what other readers make of
this problem?
Nigel Houldsworth, Roxburghshire

No need for stoppers
In Andrew Moir’s letter, “Pull the Plugs”,
(T&S February), he recommends 
removing ferrule stoppers from rods
before flying. While external air
pressure is lower at flying altitude than
at ground level, it will definitely not
induce a vacuum inside a 
hollow rod section. 

Personally, I have long felt that rod
ferrule stoppers are pointless. 
Only a small minority of rod makers
supply them, so they cannot be 
that important!
Tony Deacon, East Sussex

EU bass ban unreported
I think the ban on pleasure anglers 
catching bass, Daily Telegraph, Sunday, 
January 3, is yet another example of why 
the EU is bad for us. I do not seem to 
have heard anything about this ban on 
the sanitised BBC news. Maybe it is one 
of those topics considered unhelpful in 
Dave’s “negotiations.”
Pat Roberts, Herts

A predictable future
In 2008 I wrote a paper predicting we 
would end up where we are now by 
following the current catch-and-release 
policies and I met with the EA to discuss 
what I had written. They accused me of 
scaremongering and tried their best to 
assure me that compulsory C&R was not 
their aim nor on their agenda. I told 
them their policies would lead us down a 
pathway to total C&R and here we are 
just eight years later facing that very 
prospect. Even now they can offer 
nothing new and are trying their best to 
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Ill-informed on Norway
While we all know to read so-called river 
and lodge features with a spoonful of 
salt, I need to comment on Mr Matt 
Harris’s presentation of the Reisa in the 
February 2016 issue of T&S. He omits the 
fact that the catches on the Reisa have 
collapsed these last years. 

The hey-years of the river were those 
of 2009 to 2012. Available statistics 
shows that catches have fallen from 
around 10 tonnes salmon, to about one 
third of this in 2013/14 and to just over 
2.5 tonnes in 2015. The number of 
fish over 40 lb went from over 10 
in 2011 to two in 2014. 

By the way, the Reisa is not in 
Finnmark, but in the neighbour 
county of Troms.

Second, Richard Donkin writes of his 
delightful experiences of Norway, yet is 
inaccurate in his discussions of the 
parasite Gyrodactylus salaris. Few of 
Norway’s salmon rivers have been 
infected (44 out of 450). The infected 
rivers have been in restricted regions 
and all infections except the Lærdal can 
be diagnosed to specific stockings of 
infected hatchery fish and subsequent 
fresh- or brackish water migrations to 
nearby watersheds. There are no 
suspicions the parasite has been spread 
by means of fishing tackle (not that I am 
against precautionary disinfection). Nor 
is there any evidence that the Orkla is 
free of the parasite because of “metal 
content” in the water! This is just gossip. 

Many rotenone treatments were 
unsuccessful in the 1990s, but improved 
strategies have increased the success in 
the last decade, despite a setback with 
the rediscovery of Gyro in the River 
Rana. Aluminium salts have for many 
years been used successfully on the 
Lærdal (which is yet to be declared 
cured, since a period of four to five years 
of negative monitoring is needed). 

The only evidence of immune or 
resistant salmon is in Baltic Sea Atlantic 
salmon where parasite and host have 
co-existed since the ice age. 

For those interested in accurate 
information on Norway, other sources 
than Mr Donkin and Mr Luke are 
recommended. 
Dr Øystein Aas, Norway

Salty salmon
I have tried various recipes for 
gravadlax but always end up with 
a rather salty product. I have 
varied the ratio of salt to sugar 
but still too salty. I followed a 
suggestion that soaking the end 
product in milk helps, but tried it 
without success. Can anyone 
enlighten me, please, as to 
how to achieve a less 
salty product? 
Tony Blackburn, Bucks

  
    

 



InpraiseofLaurenceCatlow
I stopped buying Trout & Salmon as
I became tired of the increasing
number of articles written about
this or that water,most of which
concluded [by describing] how

much the fishing cost, where you
could stay andwhat tackle to use.
I felt that thewhole publicationwas
becoming a giant advertising
medium. Having been indoors for
most of thewinter I decided to go
in to town for amooch around, and
passing the newsagents I decided
to pick up the latest copy.What a
refreshing sight – Laurence Catlow
is writing again. Brilliant. So I
bought it. There are fewwho can
capture the essence and ambience
of fly-fishing and the other
personal feelingswe experience at
thewaterside aswell as he does.
Trevor Dale, Yorkshire
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convince us that the same old medicine 
will work in the end. They’re not 
prepared to grasp or come close to 
dealing with or getting involved in the 
issues at sea and until such time as they 
do, we are destined to tread the same 
pathway to extinction.
Andrew Hurst, via e-mail

Anglers carry the can
The experts that are the EA, DEFRA and 
the “Government” are clearly intent on 
introducing mandatory catch-and-
release. I wonder if the noncommittal 
fisheries minister George Eustice is a 
rod fisherman? As usual, the angler will 
carry the can and take the burden of the 
result of reduced runs; [anglers] are yet 
another middle-of-the-road easy target 
for Government. As it is, we pay for a 
license and are unable to take a fish 
before well in to June.

The mapping shown in the December 
issue emphasises the indisputable 
correlation between salmon farming 
and Category 3 rivers in Scotland.  
The RSPB and EA should get real about 
the threat posed by cormorants, 
goosanders and abstraction, although 
[these organisations] seem to be 
influenced by the Chris Packhams  
of this world.

Why not consider a ban on worming? 
Consider banning spinning, as an 
extreme. But please do not make it 
compulsory to return all fish. One or two 
for the pot makes it all worthwhile. If 
mandatory C&R is imposed, then I for 
one will not be buying a migratory 
license and will give up on any regions 
affected. I don’t suppose that will bother 
the powers that be but it is really the only 
sanction we have open to us.
Jeremy Bloomfield, Dorset

Is catch-and-release 
harming spawners?
Why is it that, despite widespread catch-
and-release, the stocks of migratory fish 
in our rivers continue to decline?

Until recently I assumed that if a fish 
survived the experience it would spawn 
like any other. But my attention has been 
drawn to a 2012 study conducted by 
Canadian biologists – Richard et al – into 
the effect of C&R on the reproductive 
systems of the survivors. The whole 
paper is well worth reading but I draw 
attention to the finding that “larger C&R 
salmon produced significantly less 
offspring than same size no-caught 
salmon”. More particularly, so far as the 
effect of exposure to air and consequent 
deprivation of oxygen are concerned, the 
summarised findings read as follows: 

“Depending on the temperature, 
reproductive success can be up to two  
to three times higher for salmon kept  
in the water compared to those exposed 
to air for less than ten seconds and  
with those exposed to more than ten 
seconds, respectively.”

It is, I think, clear from the above that 
even ten seconds exposure to air is likely 
to impair spawning success to some 
extent so what, I wonder, is going to be 
the effect of much longer periods of 
exposure which, I suspect, are typical of 
the release process? The Canadians 
called for further research into this 
whole area but so far none has been 
forthcoming. If, of course, released fish 
are for some reason rendered wholly 
ineffectual on the redds then 
undamaged fish pairing up with them 
will also be wasting their time!
Michael S. Bruce, Edinburgh

Dead fish don’t help
One of my Christmas presents this year 
was a subscription to Trout & Salmon. I’d 
given up on the magazine, as I found the 
whole decline of salmon depressing. I’d 
taken my business elsewhere with my 
fishing, too, spending my money abroad 
on better-managed fisheries. I see not 
much has changed. There is the same 
hand-wringing about nets, predation, 
warm seas etc. Little focus on what we 
should be doing as anglers as our rivers 
fall into terminal decline.

I counted 30 dead salmon pictures in 
the January edition, not including some 
in a freezer. How was that ever going to 
contribute to the Save Our Salmon 
campaign? Indeed, how is anyone ever 
going to listen to anglers when we appear 
to still kill fish on the brink of extinction? 

Seriously, running a piece on the Brora, 
with a carpet of dead fish from days gone 
by isn’t going to set the tone, is it? None of 
those springers made it back to spawn.

Always the victims, it’s never our fault, 
is it? Take a lesson from Canada, from 
Russia and elsewhere, who support 
mandatory catch-and-release. They know 
it makes sense, and yet we have the Voice 
of Game-Fishing and a Save Our Salmon 
campaign lobbying against it. 

You couldn’t make it up, you really 
couldn’t; it is pitiful. As for C&R 
damaging commercial interests, I doubt 
it will damage them as much as a river 
with no salmon. Lead from the front T&S, 
and no more dead fish pictures, please.
Richard Masters MBE

Fisheries management 
better abroad?
I was interested to read the Editor’s letter 
in the December issue. I am sure he is 
right when he says rod catches are no 
measure of a river’s true stock, but then 
he goes on to say that catch-and-release 
is a potentially damaging policy, and if it 
is enacted that many fishermen would 
choose to vote with their feet. I would 
say, let them walk.

I spent a number of weeks in British 
Columbia and Alaska this summer, 
where you are encouraged to return all 
fish, and I would agree with Paul Knight 
when he says that if populations are 
weak it is irresponsible to kill them. The 
sockeye run was deemed so weak in 
some places as to not allow fishing, let 
alone killing of the fish. What constitutes 
a weak run for them is something we 
would dream of.
Andrew Rome, via e-mail

A fireside read can lift the winter gloom.
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Put the big ones back
I’m sure others will have picked up on the 
irony of the letter from Bill Robertson 
(T&S, December) whose 43 lb salmon was 
apparently “a very ugly old cock fish” and 
was quickly “knocked on the head”. The 
irony is that on the following page there is 
a series of letters on the Scottish 
government’s catch-and-release policies. 
Mr Robertson’s letter seems to have 
provided those advocating such policies 
with a golden opportunity to point out the 
advantages of such practices. This comes 
where he admits that he still has, “regrets 
that catching him meant he wasn’t able to 
spend his last few months with his long-
time mate”. It wasn’t the act of catching 
this fish that resulted in that outcome but 
it was, of course, the act of killing it. 

Fishing differs from other field sports 
in that participants can have a 
successful day without it resulting in the 
death of their quarry. Do I keep wild fish 
that I catch? Yes, I do, but probably only 
in single figures of brown trout each 
season. If I caught a “glass case” 
specimen trout, would I kill it? No, as its 
size indicates that it has a collection of 
useful genes to pass on to its offspring. 
Would I keep a salmon? Yes, very 
occasionally, but no more than one per 
season, and almost invariably a small 
summer grilse. As soon as records or 
competitions come into play, the whole 
aspect of our sport changes, which I find 
a great shame. I use a camera rather 

than a priest as I don’t feel I have to 
prove anything to anyone, rather 
deriving my pleasure from memories of 
days and fish in the hills. 
Alastair Gentleman, Linlithgow

Fishing on a budget
The letter by Mark Norwood (T&S, 
February) is missing a few points. 
Angling can be had on a budget 
anywhere in the UK. You can buy a rod, 
reel, line, waders and a box of flies for 
the price of a quality reel and with many 
£5 per day brown trout reservoirs or 
£50 per season brown trout rivers, along 
with concessions for young or older
anglers, there are plenty of cheap ways 
into fishing.

Perhaps Mark is frustrated at the price 
of premium tackle. Premium tackle is 
nice to use but it’s your watercraft that is 
important, not the tackle.
Colin McSherry, West Lothian

If stocks are low, why not 
catch-and-release?
I am intrigued by the sentiment 
frequently expressed in your publication 
against mandatory catch-and-release. 
For me the challenge of fishing is 
rewarded if I can outwit a wild creature 
with crude man-made tackle. I do not 
feel cheated of the pinnacle of the 
achievement if I do not kill it.  
Common sense tells me that  

killing fish is injurious to salmon stocks. 
Until there are so many fish that blank 

days are the exception rather than the 
norm, then surely the long-term survival 
of both our sport and the quarry we 
pursue is supported through  
mandatory C&R? 

It may only be one of the numerous 
changes needed to help salmon stocks 
recover but it is one that we can all 
impact. I have caught and killed fish, 
and caught and released fish. If making 
C&R mandatory gives a greater chance 
of avoiding a blank, then why oppose it?
Nicholas Hopkins, Surrey

Stock with takers
I feel the evidence from data on the 
growth of parr in freshwater and the low 
survival of adults at sea cannot be 
ignored. Anyone who has seen the chaos 
around over-crowded redds would 
concur that the aim to produce high 
densities of adults can be counter 
productive in terms of breeding success

Catch-and-release is essential in 
preserving wild stocks of trout, but it is 
unlikely to have much benefit in our 
main salmon rivers where it is rare that 
the density of breeding adults drops to 
an unsustainable level. The Tweed 
provided excellent sport when it was 
netted six days a week.

The remarkable interview with Arni 
Baldursson might shed some light on 
these issues. Baldursson talks of fishing 
tactics in Iceland based on the high 
probability of a salmon taking the fly 
while “Scotland is also completely 
different. There you have to work 
extremely hard for every single fish, 
even though the pools are full of 
salmon.” Based on the experience of 
several recent years, when the  
Tweed was full of non-taking fish,  
I would certainly support  
this observation. 

Is the answer that in Iceland the 
salmon population has only been 
subjected to heavy pressure in the last 
few decades, while in Scotland rivers like 
the Tweed have sustained heavy angling 
pressure for a century? We may have 
bred out fly-taking behaviour by killing 
fish caught in this way. This strikes me 
as a much stronger argument for catch 
and release.

The natural stock in rivers such as the 
Tweed may now have a very low 
tendency to take a fly but if we were to 
stock from a population of adults that 
have been caught by rod and line we 
could have fish as keen and eager for our 
fly as a wild fish from some scarcely 
fished part of the world.
Robert Campbell, Oxfordshire

The Pitt River, a tributary of the Fraser, has runs of Chinook salmon and steelhead.

I am not sure what time of year Stuart 
Mariner visited British Columbia 
(T&S, January) but I feel that the article 
did not fully represent the true 
potential of salmon fishing there. 

My friend and I have been fishing the 
Fraser, Harrison and Pitt rivers with 
Curtis for many years through  
Great River Fishing Adventures.  
His knowledge of this immense  

river system is truly remarkable.
We regularly land 30 salmon each 

(including chum to 25 lb, coho, sockeye 
and Chinook) in a normal year and 
double that when the pink salmon are 
running. We feel that the cost is more 
than comparable with some of the 
Scottish beats, and you are virtually 
guaranteed to catch fish.
Roger Smithson, Crewe

The great potential for success in British Columbia
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BEATTHECOLD
Do you have the right clothing to withstand tough 

spring conditions? Find out what to wear from head to toe

HOW TO

Hats and neck-warmers

A merino wool hat worn under the hood of 

your wading jacket can significantly reduce 

heat loss from your head, and keep your 

ears warm. A double-layer beanie will trap 

more warmth. Trapper’s hats, with built-in 

ear muffs, also offer excellent protection.

Neck-warmers (below), also known as 

snoods and Buffs, are highly effective

at trapping warmth (think of the

volume of blood that flows through

your neck). Some can be

extended up your

face and around your

ears. Of course, the

ultimate in neck/

head protection

is a balaclava.

Outer layer: wading jackets

Wading jackets fall into two main

categories: those with built-in insulation 

or lighter shells. Both should be made 

with highly waterproof and windproof 

materials (egGore-tex and

Windstopper). The shell style works well 

with a separate insulating mid-layer 

(eg a fleece or quilted-style top),

allowing you to add and subtract layers 

until you’re comfortable.

A jacket with built-in insulation provides 

that extra bit of warmth that can be

important on the coldest days, needing 

fewer layers underneath at other times. 

Some insulated outer jackets

(eg softshells) have a water-repellent 

coating but do not offer sufficient

protection in heavy rain or strong winds. 

They often lack a hood.

Stay dry and trap air

A large part of keeping warm lies in staying dry. 

Wearing the right materials will help to move 

perspiration away from your skin and trap lots of 

insulating air. With plenty of options to choose 

from you can create a layering system (base, mid 

andouter) that suits when and where you fish. 

The best materials are polyester or merino wool 

as these wick moisture. Cotton and regular wool 

should be avoided as they absorb water and take 

a long time to dry which makes them cold, heavy 

and energy sapping.

Outer layer: waders

In extreme cold you might prefer to wear neoprene waders. However the 

advantage of breathables in cooperation with the right layers is that you 

won’t get the build-up of moisture that can occur with non-breathable 

waders, particularly if you’re going to be active. A pair of breathable

waders in combination with moisture-wicking layers will allow evaporated 

moisture to escape, helping to keep you dry and warm.
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Base layer: tops and bottoms
Arguably the most important layer for comfort, a 

moisture-wicking base layer from neck to toe helps 

to move perspiration away from the skin keeping you 

dry. Look for garments made from polyester or 

merino wool. Buy separate long-sleeved vests and 

bottoms (eg long Johns) . Wear polyester shorts and 

pants, rather than those made from moisture-

retaining cotton. Examples of base layers include 

Loop Wool Long Pants and Crew Neck, Simms 

Waderwick Core Bottoms and Crew Neck, Snowbee 

Thermal Underwear and Vision First Skin Set.

Liner and wader socks
Liner socks, worn beneath a warm outer sock,

can help to wick moisture and keep your feet

dry – and prevent rubbing. Simms Liner Socks

and SealSkinz Merino Liner Socks are made

especially for fishing but more options are

available from hiking shops.

A pair of merino wool socks, worn within

the stocking feet of breathable waders, will

provide the main insulation for your feet, so it

is worth investing in a good-quality pair.

Again, try a hiking/outdoors shop for the 

widest selection.

Tip: wading boots
If you wear stockingfoot waders 

with separate wading boots it is 

important not to lace the boots 

too tightly otherwise you run the 

risk of reducing blood flow to your 

feet and thus making them colder.

Mid-layer: bottoms 
and all-in-one suits
Made from either polyester, merino wool or 

in the new quilted-style (using Primaloft or 

similar materials) mid-layer bottoms should 

work to trap air for insulation and help your 

base layer move moisture to the outside. 

Options include: Guideline Midweight 

Thermals, Patagonia Nano Puff Pants, 

Simms Guide Mid Pant or Simms 

Waderwick Thermal Pants.

An all-in-one polyester fleece “suit” 

(right) is a great idea because there is no 

gap between the vest top and the bottoms 

through which warm air can escape – often

a source of discomfort when leaning

forwards on a boat seat with the wind

constantly at your back. The suits often

have elasticated cuffs, too. Options include:

Airflo Thermolite Body Suit, Guideline

Thermal Shield Bib, Snowbee Salopettes

and Vision Thermal Pro.

Fingerless gloves
Fingerless neoprene (and other 

synthetic) gloves will shed water 

and keep your hands from freezing 

while allowing enough dexterity 

and sensitivity in your fingertips so 

that you can handle fly-line, 

change flies or re-tie knots. The 

material of some full-fingered 

gloves is so thin that you may be 

able to handle fly-line.

Mid-layer: shirts, fleeces, puffas
Between your base layer and wading jacket you can 

arrange one or two mid-layers to provide as much 

warmth as is comfortable. Add or 

remove layers to suit conditions. 

Options include a fishing shirt 

made from quick-drying fabric, a 

polyester or merino wool fleece 

(available in different weights, 

eg Polartec 100, 200 or 300) 

or an insulated quilted-style 

jacket (left) made with a 

material such as Primaloft, 

which is light, fast drying and 

stays warm even when wet. 



TIPS AND TRICKS  
FOR SPRING SALMON

Jim Coates shares his eight-point plan for early season

T
HE WATER WAS 
burning my hand 
and wrist. Had I 
been blindfolded, I 
honestly couldn’t 
have told you 

if it were hot or cold. 
It was time to let her go. I could 

feel her power returning. With a 
swipe of the tail she glided into 
the stream and disappeared. Just 
in time, as my hand was almost 
numb. I slouched back on to the 
grassy bank and reached for  
the hip flask – the season was  
up and running.

The challenge and prospect of 
landing an early-running spring 
salmon excite and frustrate me 
like nothing else. But before we go 
any further, we need to get a 
couple of things straight. It’s going 
to be cold and there won’t be 

many fish about – in fact, unless 
we catch one, we’re unlikely to 
even see one. It’s not exactly the 
kind of pitch to get you 
clamouring for your waders, is it? 

Plenty of anglers will choose to 
keep their powder dry until the 
odds improve. They’re not daft – 
the catch statistics underline the 
point with brutal simplicity.  
So why is it that I love the  
spring so much? 

First, this is a special time to be 
out on the river. It’s felt like a long 
winter, cooped up and missing 
the riverbank. It’s great to be back 
in the fresh air (icy blasts and 
horizontal sleet aside). It’s also a 
great opportunity to fish exclusive 
beats at affordable rates, to soak 
up their history and learn from 
the best gillies in the business. 
But most importantly, there’s just 

nothing else like catching one of 
the first springers of the season. 

Don’t get me wrong – I like 
catching fish later in the year, but 
how can the statistics do justice to 
the feeling you get from a 
springer? I can think of several 
September fish I caught last 
season. Tinged and colouring, 
somehow they didn’t warrant a 
photo. Hard won? Yes. Welcome? 
Extremely. But a prize comparable 
with a February fish? No. In fact, 
I’m not sure you could say any 
number of fish later in the season 
are equal to one springer. 
Somehow it’s not the same thing. 

The sheer feeling of mission 
accomplished is why I love the 
challenge of the early weeks.

Here are my top tips for making 
the most of this wonderful part  
of the season…

Jim Coates 

lives in 

Perthshire 

and fishes on 

the Dee, 

Spey, Tay and 

Tweed. As a 

director of 

the River Dee 

Trust Jim 

takes a keen 

interest in 

conservation 

and fund-

raising. He 

has also 

fished in 

Alaska, 

Russia and 

Ireland.
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Be confident!
Legend has it that early-running salmon 

are ready takers – the trick, apparently, is 

to persevere, to get your fly in front of 

one of these elusive beasts. Sounds 

simple, and when it all comes together it 

is – laughably so. But as we know from 

our fair-weather friends brandishing

gloomy catch stats, these charmed 

moments can be spaced far apart. 

I’ve realised over the years that 

enjoying the first weeks of the season 

calls for mental resilience. Easier said than 

done after a winter when anticipation has 

built and fishing has been booked. In my 

fireside version (dram in hand) I gloss 

over the howling winds, horizontal sleet 

and chunks of grue wafting past. In the 

booking phase I focus on the airbrushed 

Disney version – snowdrops and the

first glimmers of warmth from the sun. 

To fish well in cold conditions, I try to 

eliminate anything that nibbles away at 

my confidence. I want to feel convinced 

I’m fishing as well as I can, and if there is a 

fish I’m going to catch it… and if I don’t 

catch it, it’s because I didn’t come across 

one. That’s the mindset. At the end of a 

hard day’s fishing, if I feel I’ve covered the 

water well, I’ve enjoyed my day.

Our first (and I would argue biggest) 

hurdle is setting realistic expectations. It’s 

a tricky balance, isn’t it? We should feel 

excited. We’ve worked hard and earned 

this trip. But let’s not declare a state of 

emergency after a few blank days. I’m 

sure we’ve all been there on Monday 

morning as Johnny Optimistic swoops 

out of his 4x4, voice as loud as a 

motorbike, blasting out the derring-do, 

before he slumps to a dejected 10 am 

start and long lunch by Wednesday.  

Somehow we need to face down the 

long odds, fish consistently with purpose 

and a measured confidence. Shake off 

inevitable blanks and enjoy the evenings 

with friends. If there is a secret to 

catching a springer (beyond finding one) 

I’d suggest it’s something close to the old 

saying: “Keep your fly in the water and be 

of good cheer.” Perhaps we might update 

that: “Fish with purpose, be confident, 

enjoy yourself and believe a generous 

dollop of luck will come your way.” 

“Enjoy yourself and believe that a generous 

dollop of luck will come your way”

Fish the fly slowly
At just about any other time I am one 

to ring the changes if things aren’t

happening – ironically, as a way to

keep fishing positively. But in early

spring, there aren’t enough fish for

sensible experimentation.

So in what should we put our faith?

Obviously, in February and March

the water is going to be cold or very

cold. As such, the salmon’s 

metabolism will be pretty sluggish.

We need to fish the fly slowly. 

Before we were blessed with so

much fantastic fly tackle, the Devon

minnow reigned supreme on many of

the larger rivers. I will be trying to fish

my fly just like a good old Devon.

Slowly controlling each swing, 

fluttering it over the likely  

resting places. 

Depth-wise I’ll aim for deeper than

mid-water, and ideally a foot or so

from the bottom (remembering to

vary my set-up to maintain this 

relative depth). This is 

overwhelmingly the advice that I’ve

received from gillies. As far as I’m

concerned it’s the best place to start.

Put your faith in it.

Set up two rods
Cold weather seriously 

curbs my enthusiasm 

for changing fly-lines. 

Two rods with different

set-ups help to avoid

the trap of not being

bothered to lighten

your set-up and cover

the softer water carefully – as well as the

opposite problem.

Usually the first rod will be equipped with a 

floating skagit line and tungsten T-tips. This set-up 

is great for casting heavy flies and covering a wide 

range of depths.

On my second rod I will fish a sinking shooting 

head (in my opinion, full sinking spey lines are for 

masochists). Its sink rate will be dictated by 

whether I’m fishing from bank or boat. From a 

boat you can fish a much heavier line because you 

don’t have the problem of it constantly swinging 

the fly back into the shallower water in which you 

are typically wading, where it can snag. 

Achieving the right depth and pace of swing 

with the right line also depends on your casting 

angle and mending. For an in-depth explanation of 

why and how I use these fly-lines, see page 72.

Conditions are bleak but 
so what? Keep your spirits 

high by trusting your 
tactics and enjoying the 

camaraderie of other rods. 

Jim Coates 
carefully 
controls his 
fly, fishing it 
slowly over 
likely lies.
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Try a float
It may appear to
I’ve said about n
tips and sinking l
rods”), and inde
occasional trick,
a smaller river or
floating line and
leader with a tun
heavy fly can be

By mending y
down and the lo
little resistance i
heavy fly to sink
length of the lea
the fly to fish de

The good new
comes into shall
you can easily bring it up in the water
column by slowly drawing in a little line.
This solves the problem of constantly
sna i end of each swing.

 e line is higher
 e fly and any

p.
up and away
e a great taking
y trout nymphs,
great deal of
a tungsten tube
h of the line.
are only lifeless if
em that way.
as you’re a

le caster, most
es will turn
r easily enough.

Fly size is a tickly point, a
fishers tie themselves in kno
water is cold but perhaps al
another thing to worry abo
overthink things. With fish li
on the ground and on the m ,
feel my fly is nice and visible, but not so
obvious that there is no need to investigate
(just as I do at any other time when I’m
hunting fresh running fish). Beyond this I
don’t overplay the relationship between
size and temperature. I think very big flies
became associated with cold water simply
because they would have been the
primary way of gaining depth (before we
had so many great fly-line options).

My thoughts are: give yourself a
break and pick a pattern you trust, in
a size that shows up well in the water
conditions of the day. Let your line

classic.
Black-and-yellow – My favourite for
cold clear water.
Black-and-yellow Monkey – Its long
mobile wing tantalises and adds
movement even when swinging slowly.

I’m very happy to work with any of
these four. Tubes are the best bet in cold 
water because you’re going to hook the
bottom quite often, and with a tube it’s no 
trouble to pop a fresh hook on if it is
blunted or bent. Bring out the doubles in 
late March and April when you fish a little 
further away from the stones.

into small pools
  ption, the lower reaches of the big east coast 

g from a wading/bank fishing perspective. 
 o manageable chunks in your mind’s eye. I 
 hin “the pool” (which may be hundreds of 
 e bits one at a time. Don’t get worked up 

  ither can’t cover or, if you can, are unable to 
l t e fly properly over them. Early running salmon will be 

making stately progress upstream and, as we said earlier, their 
metabolism won’t be at full tilt, so they will pause frequently, albeit 
perhaps very briefly. Make sure you cover the softer margins.

Black-and-yellow.

Top, Gold-bodied Willie 

Gunn and, below, Snaelda.

  er and heavy 

  allow pools.
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 the softer water and fish on to the dangle
  he mistakes of my early salmon-

 ife was to seek out and plumb the 

t parts of pools. I’ve now learned to 

 myself that in cold water, salmon 

 need to work hard to comfortably 

 heir gills. Softer flows where little 

y is required to hold station are often 

ng the best early-season taking 

places. So look for the quieter pockets of 

water just off the main currents.

This means it makes sense to swing your 

fly as far round to the dangle as you can. 

This will often be the right sort of water for 

early-running fish to shelter momentarily. 

Look for the creases of softer water just 

off the main streams, and don’t dismiss 

3½ ft-4 ft of depth as too little. I know that 

many Dee gillies would happily trade some 

depth for a slow swing: “Right on to the 

dangle, and don’t be in a hurry to cast it 

back… fish it right out.” 

Looking back I feel I would have

 caught more fish if I’d concentrated 

in these areas, as I do now. 

Don’t rule out the dark side!
It’s not everyone’s cup of tea, but 

spinning is a good option in high cold 

water. If you’re allowed it’s often a 

good idea to fish your allotted water 

with the fly, perhaps with different 

set-ups, and then, if you fancy a 

change (and other members of the 

party are of the same mind), spin 

down the pool. 

There’s no doubt that there are 

pools where you will be covering 

new water in this way, particularly 

on the Tay. Spinning a pool 

intelligently will help you to locate 

the pockets of softer water, the big 

boulders and other features, 

thereby building a more complete 

picture of your beat. 

Quithel pool at Birse on 
the Aberdeenshire Dee. 

Look for running lines 
and holding lies, and 

thereby break the pool 
into manageable parts.

Ally Gowans hooks 
a fish on the quieter 

side of a fast run.

Explore a beat’s 
hard-to-reach places 
by spinning. Rapalas, 
Vision 110s and Tobys 
are proven lures.
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A season approaches
it’s time to
consider what will
be happening in 
those important 

first few weeks. Significant 
hatches of three important flies 
can occur in March and April – 
the large dark olive, March brown 
and grannom – which I would 
expect to appear in that order.

The large dark olive can be seen 
from mid-winter until
well into April and is
an important part of
the diet of trout and
grayling. The olive will
be found on all types of
river and is quite a
large fly with darkish
rear-sloping wings. Hatches are
not likely to be large but will
trickle for several hours. 

The March brown has enjoyed a 
revival in recent years after 
seeming to have all but 
disappeared from our rivers. 
Hatches can be expected from the 
last week of March until early 
April. March browns are only 
found in the fast-flowing 
freestone rivers of Scotland, 
Wales, and north and west 
England. Larger than the olive, 
their brown mottled colour 
is unmistakeable. 

g g
usually appears in the last week of
March and continues through to
mid-April, therefore it often
coincides with the March brown. 

Of course, regional differences 
can affect these timings, 
particularly in Scotland where 
the fly tend to hatch later.

Over the course of the day the 
large dark olive will usually hatch 
for a reasonably long period but 
the March brown and grannom 

are renowned for sudden hatches
that last for only a few minutes,
and are affected by changes in 
wind or sunlight. It is unusual for 
a hatch to occur before late 
morning or after mid-afternoon. 
Early-season days are often short, 
but the sport can be spectacular.

Traditional wet-fly fishing can 
be excellent in the early days, 
especially during inclement 
weather, but I believe the most 
effective way to fish is with the 
dry-fly. A few well-chosen patterns 
are all we need to cover this 
important trio but a little 

g
which stage to imitate.

For the large dark olive,
imitations of the three primary
stages may be used   
emerger or dun. Fo    
brown and grannom
pattern by far is the
When flies are in th
eclosion (transition
to fly) fish take them
yet ignore any that
This may be becaus

trapped
film is a
larger, ta
fully floa
the case
brown a
may sim
enough h

keep the fish occup
need to resort to th
may take off at any

One of the secret
early season is to re
stage of the hatch is
Knowledge of rise f
important. A rise to
show as a flattenin
or a swirl as the fish
to an emerger is us
aggressive and the
more controlled. It’
futile to cast a floating fly to a
nymphing trout, or a high-floating
dun to one taking emergers.

THREEHATCHES

Louis Noble 

is a qualified 

APGAI 

instructor 

and full-time 

guide on the 

Welsh Dee. 

He is 

chairman of 

assessors for 

the Game 

Angling 

Instructors’ 

Association 

(GAIA).

“One of the secrets of success 

is to recognise what stage of 

the hatch is being taken”

LouisNoblerecommends
apatchfulofexquisite
rivertroutpatterns

March 
brown dun

Large dark 
olive dun

Grannom
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LARGE DARK OLIVE

Buzz Olive
Hook Size 14 Partridge PH-SUD

 Patriot Ideal dry

Thread Olive Sheer 14/0 or similar

Tail Olive cock hackle fibres

Rib Fine gold twist

Body Fly-Rite dubbing no.29 (western olive)

Head hackle Dark blue cock

Shoulder hackle Yellow/olive cock about half the size of 

head hackle. Three or four turns of each, butted together

This is my favourite pattern for emerging large dark olives, which I 

devised along the lines of a Klinkhamer. Other useful large dark 

olive emerger patterns include deer hair emergers, Sparkle Duns, 

Paraduns, CDC emergers and Klinkhamers. 

Western Olive
Hook Size 14 Partridge Flashpoint 15BNX or Klinkhamer Extreme 

Thread Olive Sheer 14/0 or similar 

Body Fly-Rite dubbing no. 29 (western olive)

Thorax Olive Veniard Micro Brite Plus

Hackle Medium blue dun cock

Wing post Grey Tiemco Aero Dry Wing 

or Niche siliconised poly yarn

When fish start to take duns I change to the 

Buzz Olive, a fly created by renowned Welsh 

Borders fly-tyer the Reverend Edward 

Powell. A dark wing is desirable and I like his 

use of two hackles, one of which suggests 

the dark wing. The original body was yellow 

seal’s fur mixed with a little green mole’s fur. 

This is very similar to the Fly-Rite, which is 

much easier to use. 

Olive Biot Nymph
Hook Size 14 Partridge PH-SUD 

Patriot Ideal dry

Thread Olive Sheer 14/0 or similar

Tail Olive-dyed cock pheasant tail, six fibres

Body One olive-dyed goose biot

Thorax Natural hare, including guard hairs

Thorax cover Olive-dyed cock pheasant tail

Before a hatch starts a nymph can be effective 

and I’ve had success with this pattern which uses 

a goose biot body to create lifelike 

segmentation. It can pay to move the fly at times 

to simulate a rise towards the surface. Treat the 

last foot of tippet with sinkant to help the 

unweighted nymph reach the ideal depth. 

See tying sequence on page 71. 



66 March2016 www.trout-and-salmon.co.uk

MARCH BROWN

GRANNOM

Fo

should be j

ge   

is a great si

problem as your fly is one of many. The chances of your fly being 

selected are improved if you don’t make the wing posts too short 

– if they are longer they will be more easily seen.

March Brown Emerger
Hook Size 12-14 Partridge Flashpoint 15BNX or 

Klinkhamer Extreme  Thread Pale orange sheer 14/0 or similar

Rib Thick fawn sewing thread or similar

Abdomen Natural hare, including guard hairs

Thorax Brown Veniard Micro Brite Plus – one turn either side of 

the wing  Hackle Brown/fawn grizzle hen, or similar 

Wi          

March Brown Duck’s Dun
Hook Size 12-14 Partridge PH-SUD Patriot Ideal Dry

Thread Tan Sheer 14/0 or similar

Tail Two brown micro fibbets or brown cock hackle fibres 

Body 1:2 mix of March brown and sulphur orange Superfine 

Rib 2.5 lb brown Maxima Chameleon monofilament

Wing Four/five CDC plumes, cocked or flat

Thorax hackle Short dun/brown or red game cock hackle, 

    

This fly b

versatile

cover hatch

and olive upright.

Grannom Shuttlecock Suspender
Hook Size 14 Kamasan B100 curved  Thread Tan Sheer 14/0 or 

similar  Abdomen Wapsi Masterclass 14 (gammarus watery 

olive)  Rib Black Uni Big Fly thread  Thorax Amber Superfine 

Thorax back Black Raffene or similar, split to 2 mm

Legs Black rabbit fur, Antron or similar – picked out

Wing buds Natural grey CDC tips pre-treated with thin varnish 

and shaped  Wing Natural grey CDC, three plumes at least, 

       I use very small 

   

hat ar

e wan

at the surface s

Parachute Emerger
Hook Size 14 Kamasan B100 curved Thread Tan Sheer 14/0 or

similar  Abdomen Wapsi Masterclass 14 (gammarus watery

olive)  Rib Uni Big Fly black thread Thorax Amber Superfine

Hackle Black cock, two turns  Wing post Grey Aero or similar 

floating yarn  Wing Natural grey CDC, three plumes at least, or 

grey/tan floating poly-yarn

 achute emerger, also by 

 ollins,is a very effective fly 

  ot difficult to tie. As well 

  ough and tumble of the 

nd streams, grannom also 

 quieter rivers, including chalkstreams. 

   first sedge of the season and easily recognised: it’s grey or 

 and around 1 cm long. The main period of emergence will be 

ed by trickle hatches and fish often seem slow to respond.

TYING TIP 

Hen hackle fibres 

are thicker than 

cock and give 

good support. 

I prefer a mottled 

colour.

  

TY

Leav
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Run the thread in touching turns to the
hook-bend. Catch in six pheasant tail
fibres on top of the shank so the tips
form a short tail.

Select a single biot and catch it in at the
tail-base by its tip, ensuring that the
concave side is uppermost.

Take touching turns of thread over the
pheasant tail fibres to fix them securely
to the top of the shank. Do not trim off
the fibres at this stage.

Once the thread has reached halfway
back to the eye wind it back and forth to
create a smooth, slightly tapered base
for the biot body.

Grasp the base of the biot using a pair of
hackle pliers. Wind the biot in touching
turns ensuring that the frill of tiny fibres
are not trapped.

Carry on winding the biot until it has
covered the entire thread base. With the
body in place, secure the loose end of
the biot with thread.

Trim away the biot’s surplus then take a
pinch of hare’s fur and apply it to the
thread. Ensure that there are plenty of
long fibres in the mix.

Dub the hare’s fur on to the tying thread
to form a thin rope. Wind the fur to
create the thorax, leaving sufficient
space at the eye to finish off.

Draw the pheasant tail fibres over the
top of the thorax, taking care that they
lay flat. Catch the fibres in place with a
couple of thread-turns.

Lift the pheasant tail fibres back away
from the eye, then make a further two
thread-turns directly on to the shank,
next to the eye.

Pull the fibres back down, adding another two thread-turns to secure. Trim off the
surplus fibres and cast off with a whip finish.

TYING THE OLIVE BIOT NYMPH
1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11
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Are you equipped 
for spring? Skagit 
lines, shooting
heads and tips of 
different lengths 
and densities will 
allow you to fish  
at all depths.
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WHICH LINE 
FOR A SPRINGER?

We asked five of the UK’s most experienced spring salmon-fishers 
to reveal their favourite fly-lines for the start of the season

PAUL DAVIDSON

Paul is chairman of Carlisle Angling 
Association and has fished the River 

Eden for more than 40 years, the Spey 
for 35 years and regularly fishes the 

Ness, Tay and Tweed.

GUIDELINE POWER TAPER 
TRIPLE-D FI2
Weight 42 grams/646 grains  
Density Float/Intermediate/Sink2 
(FI2)  
Head length: 42 ft
Which rod? Hardy Zenith 14 ft 6 in 
Why do you like it? Guideline’s 
Triple-D lines are so easy to use and 
control whatever cast you choose to 
make. Turnover is smooth with or 
without coated leaders. The FI2 is my 
preferred all-rounder in early spring 
when water temperatures are low, 
but if I need more depth I simply add 
a Rio Versileader. Parts of the rivers 
Eden and Spey are not very deep so 
the FI2 is ideal and covers most of the 
pools – on the deeper Tay or Tweed  
I would switch to the Triple-D Hover/
Intermediate/Sink 3. 

The FI2 sinks at about 3 inches per 
second (ips) so if you are fishing 
medium-paced pools that are  
6 ft-10 ft deep then this line will 
suffice. At the head of the pool and 
into the middle sections I generally 
add a Versileader, as I do anywhere 
the pace is fast. As the pool shallows I 
reduce the tip density or remove it 
completely. In early spring I prefer 
tube-flies of between ¾ in-1¼ in, but 
this line is capable of turning over the 
heavier tubes in my fly-box.        

What casting angle or retrieve? 

While the water is below 42 deg C  
I would generally cast at about a 
45-degree angle and let the fly fish 
around slowly. As temperatures rise, 
I’ll cast towards 90 degrees and use a 
steady strip retrieve.      
What leader? 8 ft-9 ft of 19 lb 
Seaguar, shortening it to 6 ft or less 
for heavier tubes.

                

RIO AFS SHOOTING HEAD   
Weight 42 grams/640 grains  
Density Hover/Sink 1  
Head length 40½ ft
Which rod? Hardy Zenith 14 ft 6 in 
Why do you like it? This line is my  
all-time favourite and has caught the 
vast majority of my fish on the rivers 
Eden and Spey all-year round. 

It sinks at approximately 1 ips so it’s 
ideal for shallower, slower pools and 
streams of 4 ft-8 ft depth. I always 
fish it with Rio Versileaders of various 
sink rates, especially when the river 
height is starting to drop and the 
water temperature is rising. I’ve had 
great success in early April on the 
Eden and Spey in low water and cold 
temperatures with a 6 ips Versileader. 

Long casts are straightforward 
and it’s easy to control. It’s also 
particularly effective in windy 
conditions. Because the line is fishing 
just below the surface you can 
control its speed more effectively 
than a floating line, which tends to be 
influenced by upstream and 
downstream winds. 

This shooting head has no trouble 
turning over the largest and heaviest 
tubes, but I would normally fish it 
with large doubles or tubes up to 1 in.        
What casting angle or retrieve? 

Almost always with a 90-degree 
angle and a steady strip retrieve. In a 
fast stream I would just let it swing 
and then retrieve from the dangle.
What leader? 8 ft-12 ft of 15.4 lb 
Seaguar fluorocarbon (length 
depending on weight of fly).

RIO SCANDI   
Weight 41.5 grams/640 grains  
Density Floating  
Head length 40 ft
Which rod? Hardy Zenith 14 ft 6 in 
Why do you like it? Once we get into 
late April/May, when water 
temperatures are over the 42 deg C 
mark and air temperatures are 
starting to make me feel summer’s 
around the corner, I switch to this line. 
It turns over nicely with minimal 
disturbance. I use it for fishing with 
doubles or small tubes or stripping 
Sunray Shadows and Monkeys – in 
particular on the Spey in low water or 
from May onwards on the Eden when 
spring water levels have dropped to 
near summer level. It works well with 
an intermediate Versileader in low 
water, but I increase the tip density to 
match water height and temperature
What casting angle or retrieve? 

The squarer the better, with a strip 
retrieve of various speeds.  
What leader? 

12 ft of 13.9 lb Guideline Power Strike 
tapered leader.

NIGEL PASSMORE

Nigel has been fishing for salmon since 
1980. He has fished for them extensively 

in Scotland, regularly in Norway and 
also in Russia and England.

RIO SKAGIT* WITH 
INTEGRATED RUNNING 
LINE (*The integrated Skagit is not 
currently available but the 700 grains 
Skagit Max Long plus ConnectCore 
shooting line is a close equivalent.)
Weight 700 grains
Density Floating with tips
Head length 30 ft
Which rod? Sage TCR 15 ft 10 wt. The
TCR is really an AFTM 11 and hence
suited to the heavy Skagit line.
Why do you like it? This is not a
subtle line, but its beauty is twofold.

“Because the Hover/Sink 1 is fishing just 
below the surface you can control its speed 
more effectively than a floating line, which 

tends to be influenced by winds”



The short dense head is easier to cast
in windy conditions than any other
line I know. Then there is its
versatility. On the business end
I can add anything from a 15 ft
intermediate tip to 20 ft of T17
tungsten. Combine this with a range
of flies, from un-weighted to dense
tungsten cone heads, and you can
fish from a few inches deep to
several feet down.

What casting angle or retrieve?

I let the line swing round, mend it or
strip as conditions dictate. I have
caught spring salmon on this line
adopting combinations of all the
above. I have fished with this outfit in
spring on the Naver, Dee, Tweed, Tay
and Oykel. It would rather over-gun
smaller rivers such as the North and
South Esk, but you can replicate
this set-up on a scaled-down outfit –
say a 12 ft 6 in or 13 ft rod with
a 450-550 grain Skagit
(depending on your rod’s
loading requirements).
What leader? I like to use a leader of
approximately 6 ft, made up of a 3 ft
butt section of 30 lb fluorocarbon
with 3 mm leader ring attached and
3 ft of 19 lb or 23 lb fluorocarbon
depending on the size and
weight of fly.

GUIDELINE POWER TAPER
TRIPLE-D FHI
Weight 679 grains (sold as AFTM
10/11). I fish these uncut as they load
the rod they are matched to perfectly.

However, Guideline deliberately
leaves a welded loop off the butt of
the line as some shooting heads need
to be shortened (cut) at the butt to
match the rod (a process known as
tuning). If in doubt seek expert
guidance before you start cutting.
Either way, you will need to attach a
loop at the butt to attach the running
line. I do this by whipping and sealing
a 50 lb braided loop. I match mine to
Airflo Ridge running line.

Density Float/Hover/Intermediate
(FHI).
Head length 13.5m (44 ft)
Which rod? Sage Method 15 ft 10 wt
Why do you like it? With the addition 
of 5 ft of Airflo fast-sinking Salmon
Poly Leader (40 lb), I’ve found no
better combination for fishing
long-winged stripping flies such
as a Monkey in the spring. In slower
pools or dubs, such as the Blue Pool
on Beat 4 of the Oykel or the Lower
Village Pool at Kincardine on the
Dee, you can use an un-weighted
Monkey and a steady strip. In faster
water use a weighted version
on the same line.

This line combination can also
achieve additional depth with the use 
of a heavier tungsten tube. Finally,
this set-up is also ideal for medium-
sized flies as the water warms from
early to mid April.
What casting angle or retrieve?

Cast it square, with an immediate
downstream mend and just
let it swing.
What leader? As per the Skagit.

GUIDELINE POWER TAPER
TRIPLE-D I24
Weight 679 grains (sold as
an AFTM 10/11)
Density Intermediate/Sink 2/
Sink 4 (I24)
Head length 13.5 m (44 ft)
Which rod? Sage Method 15 ft 10 wt
Why do you like it? The Rio Skagit
and Guideline FHI are basically
sink-tips, so when the fly comes
round on the dangle (below you)
the tip and fly are drawn up in the
water. If you want to avoid this,
particularly if fish are holding mid
depth (below you), then the sink-tip
profile of the I24 will fish at a similar
depth to the old Wet Cell II without
the belly of the line getting
snagged on the bottom.
This is because the Triple-D
fishes tip down.

You can also fish slightly lighter
flies to achieve the same depth,

particularly if you cast it square 
across the river and feed

out a little extra running line. 
This line is particularly good for 
fishing the fly 2 ft-3 ft down, which in 
my experience is as deep as you will 
need in most spring fishing scenarios 
in the UK. This is why this line is my 
favourite all-round full-sinking line 
for spring fishing. 

It may fish a river where a faster-
sinking head (eg S2/S4/S6) would 
be helpful, but other than in Norway, 
on parts of the Tay, and some beats 
of the Spey and Tweed, it is difficult 
to think of many places where this 
would be true. I also match this to an 
Airflo Ridge running line.
What casting angle or retrieve? 

Given this is a full sinking line there 
is the option to cast square and pay 
out additional running line to 
increase the depth the fly fishes 
(creating slack in the line allows 
it to sink more). 
What leader? As per the Skagit.

“Then there is its versatility. 

You can fish from a few inches deep 

to several feet down”

Guideline Triple-D: 

available in eight 

density combinations.
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JIM FISHER

Jim from Pitlochry, Perthshire is 
an AAPGAI-qualified instructor 

with more than 40 years of 
salmon-fishing experience. 

Visit: www.jimfishersalmon.co.uk

RIO AFS SHOOTING HEAD
Weight 41.5 grams/640 grains  
Density Hover/Sink1 (sink rate 1 ips)  
Head length 40.5 ft
Which rod? 15 ft 10/11 wt
Why do you like it? I started using 

this line in the spring of 2008 and it 
quickly became a favourite, scoring
well in March and April on the Dee,
Tummel and Tay. Its strengths lie in its
adaptability and castability. Armed
with a pouch of tips of varying
densities, it provides a remarkably
versatile line for spring fishing. A po
where it has regularly worked well f
me in February is Inchbare on the
Ballogie beat of the Dee. Upper
Inchbare has a strong central curr
running through the neck of the p
with a large boulder structure
forming good lies towards the
Ballogie side. Here a long diago
downstream cast with the AFS and a
type 8 tip and 1¼ in-1½ in brass tube
has often proved successful. As you
fish down into Lower Inchbare, the
pool widens with a softer current
running over shallower lies that often
hold springers. Here, depending on 
levels, I will always take time to 
change to a lighter type 3 tip 
and, if the water's low enough, 
to a fast-intermediate tip and 
aluminium tube.

My choice of tip with the AFS is 
usually governed by water height 
and weight of fly. It will work well in 
varying circumstances with 
Polyleaders, Versileaders and all 
sorts of tips so long as they are not 
too heavy. Tips with a length of 10 ft 
are certainly more manageable, but 
my personal favourites for biggish 
water are the 14 ft tips that come with 
a Loop Quattro Multi-tip line.
What leader? For most of my spring 
fishing I use the thick end of a Hardy 
Copolymer tapered leader cut back 
to form a heavy butt section of about 
3 ft-4 ft to which I attach a 12 kg 
Vision Tippet Ring by a half-grinner 
knot. For the link to the tube-fly 
I then attach a short section of 
0.37 mm/0.40 mm good-quality 
nylon or copolymer.

GUIDELINE DD (DOUBLE
DENSITY) POWER TAPER
SHOOTING HEAD
Weight 42 grams (10/11 wt)
Density Sink1/Sink2 (2.5 ips)
Head length 42 ft
Which rod? 14 ft 9/10 wt or 
15 ft 10/11 wt
Why do you like it? I have the full 
house of the original Guideline 
Double Density Power Taper heads 
but find the S1/S2 the most useful of 
all. It fishes well in a big water 
(2 ft-3 ft on the gauge) and has done 
well for me on the Dee and Tummel 
in early spring. 

It reminds me of the sink rate of the 
old Wetcel II double-taper lines that 
used to work so well, except that the 
modern shooting-head system 
requires so much less effort for 
sunk-line work. Short tips can be 
added when seeking extra depth 
but I most often use this line 
without them.
What leader? As for the Rio AFS.

RIO SKAGIT FLIGH
(*not currently available, but the
Skagit Max/Skagit Max Long are
close equivalents)
Weight: 625-650 grains  
Density: Floating head with tips
Head length: 26 ft/27 ft
Which rod? 14 ft 9/10 wt or 
15 ft 10/11 wt
Why do you like it? Skagit lines have 
come a long way since I was 
introduced to them in 2006. Now 
most major manufacturers sell good 
skagit products and I own a range 
from 450 grains to 700 grains. The 
fast-sinking T14 or T17 tungsten-
impregnated tips are useful when 
you need to get a tube-fly down 
quickly to deep-lying fish in cold 
water. I use this type of set-up to 
good effect in the spring on my local 
club water on the Tummel where the 
current pushes strongly over rock 
ledges. By varying the casting angle, 
mending and on occasions adding 
slack as the cast lands, it’s possible to 
get the fly down deep in the 
strongest flow. Skagits will also 
handle lighter tips, such as Rio’s 15 ft 
Versitips, for which the 625 grains Rio 
Skagit Flight is my favourite [a close
equivalent is the Skagit Max/Skagit
Max Long].

The concentrated mass in the
short head of a skagit makes it easier
to combat the adverse winds we
often face in spring, especially where
casting space is restricted.
What leader? To fish my fly very
deeply I use a short leader, 
sometimes as short as 3 ft.

                         

MACKENZIE DTX 
SHOOTING HEAD
Weight 42 grams (9/10 wt)  
Density Floating  
Head length 41 ft
Which rod? 14 ft 9/10 wt or 
15 ft 10/11 wt
Why do you like it? I often reach for 
this line when faced with low water in 
March and April (it can happen!). 
This is a good casting line and will 
easily work with Polyleaders or 
Versileaders with a dressed double. 
I have also had good success 
using a Veniard 15 mm brass bottle 
tube although timing in the 

Rio Skagit lines: 
great in windy conditions.

Tweed guide Finlay Wilson 
with a magnificent 24 lb 

springer from Lower Floors 
on the Tweed, caught on a 
Rio AFS Hover/S1 with a 10 
ft medium-fast sink-tip and 

Monkey aluminium tube.
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speycast has to be spot on when 
using tips longer than 10 ft.

It is particularly good on the 
boulder-strewn parts of the Dee 
where it allows me to fish the fly 
through pocket water where a full 
sunk line would normally snag.
What casting angle or retrieve?

Depending on the strength of the 
current, I use a variety of casting 
angles from square to a long 
diagonal downstream. Mending is 
always a useful option with the 
floating head and where the current 
slows down. I like to impart life to the 
fly by retrieving in 6 in pulls or a 
figure of eight.
What leader? In low clear water I fish 
a slightly longer leader, still using the 
heavy tapered butt section and 
tippet ring I use with the Rio AFS but 
with a longer section of tippet 
material attached, making a total 
leader length of about 9 ft.

BOB WHITE

A salmon-fisherformore than 40 years, 
BobWhitehasbeena guide and gillie on 

the Stanley beats of the River Tay for 
12 seasons and is a G. Loomis Pro Guide.

RIO SKAGIT IFLIGHT
Weight 650 grains  

Density Floating/Intermediate head 
with interchangeable tips  
Head length 23 ft
Which rod? G. Loomis NRX 15 ft 
Why do you like it? This is my 
number-one choice for cold 
conditions in early spring as the 
intermediate tip of the line, combined 
with various tips, will get your flies 
down to where they need to be 

at the start of the season. It is perfect 
for long, controlled casting on a big 
river such as the Tay and will cast 
larger flies such as 2 in tubes, 
Templedogs and Monkeys at 
distance, especially when combined
with a 30 lb Rio ConnectCore 
shooting line. 

I use a variety of 15 ft tips 
dependent on the flow and depth.
The beauty of this set-up is that you
can get the fly fishing at the depth
you want really quickly after the cast
has landed, allowing you to cover 
more water on a larger river.
What casting angle or retrieve?

I cast at a 45-degree angle for tubes
so that they fish slow and deep, or
with a much squarer cast for 
Monkeys to make them fish 
round faster. 
What leader? A short (3 ft-4 ft) 
fluorocarbon leader of around 20 lb.

                      
RIO SKAGIT MAX 
Weight 650 grains 
Density Floating head with various
15 ft tips to give you different depths
and Rio ConnectCore shooting line
Head length 25 ft
Which rod? G Loomis NRX 15 ft 
Why do you like it? For late spring,
when the water has warmed a little, I
switch from the Skagit iFlight to the
Skagit Max (no intermediate tip) 
before water temperatures reach 
48 deg C and the floating lines come
out. Just like the iFlight, it is great for
casting large flies on big rivers when
used with the ConnectCore shooting
line. Both lines will suit anglers 
of all abilities.
What casting angle or retrieve?

Much the same as the iFlight – 
casting at 45 degrees for tubes and
a much squarer angle for Monkeys to
make them come round faster. It is
also an easy line to use for stripping
a Sunray Shadow.
What leader? A variety of 15 ft
sinking leaders depending on 
water flow and depth with 
a short (4 ft-5 ft) fluorocarbon 
leader of around 20 lb.

JIM COATES

JimCoatesisadirector of the River Dee 
Trustandakeenfly-tyer and salmon-
fisher for more than 20 years. He has 

  gh to catch four salmon 
 30 lb on fly.

T MAX LONG
 ms/750 grains  

 g head with 
e tips  

 h 30 ft (9.144 m)
h rod? Hardy Zenith 

 t 6 in, 9 wt
hy do you like it? If 
estricted to one line 
for spring fishing this 
would be it. Skagits 
are simple to cast and 
urn over heavy flies 
nd fast-sinking tips 
with ease. They are 

also my preferred 
 or windy conditions. 

 dy is easy to mend 

Match the line to 
the rod and the 
casting will take 
care of itself, 
leaving you to 
concentrate on 
fly presentation.
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leader – too long for many gillies, but
I feel it will move more in the current
and give the fly life. I compensate for
the slight loss of depth that would be 
a consequence of a longer leader by 
going heavier with my tip – if I feel the 
need. As the water falls and clears in 
April I change to 15 lb breaking strain 
and will increase the leader length to 
10 ft-14ft depending on water clarity. 

                        

GUIDELINE DDC  
CONNECT RTG 
Weight 42 grams, AFTM 10/11  
Density Floating head with 
interchangeable tips   

Head length 39 ft 4 in (12m)
Which rod? Sage TCX 15 ft 10 wt
Why do you like it? This line is a 
pleasure to use – it makes my Sage 
sing! As with the Rio Skagit, it’s got a 
point-and-shoot feel to it. If the Dee is 
running at a medium height, or lower, 
this line is perfect. The tips supplied 
cover most situations and, at a pinch, 
it will handle a heavy T-tip. I can cast 
it a long way, but most of the time I 
have that nice feeling of casting 
within myself and focusing on the 
presentation of the fly.

I use a skagit to fish deep and set 
up this line to cover the majority of 
my fishing as the water begins to 
warm. It will get its first outing when I 
feel it's time to try a Sunray-type fly 
on the Dee in late March or early 
April. I’ll fish it with a type 3 tip in one 
of the pool tails or a nice steady glide, 
twitching my Sunray over the likely 
lies. From April onwards, I think good 
presentation, minimum disturbance 
and control offer more in low, cold 
and clear water than fishing deep.  
I think a 10 ft-12 ft leader armed with  
a size 7 or 9 Park Shrimp is a great 
option at this time. I will fish this on 
the sink 2/3 or 3/4 tip.

The most common grump that 
anglers have with shooting heads is 
the running line, particularly when it 
tangles. I have two favourites. The 
first is Guideline Compline in 50 lb 
breaking strain. Give it a stretch each 
morning and it will behave well for 
the rest of the day. It shoots like crazy 
so make sure you don’t buy a lighter 
breaking strain as the smaller sizes 
don’t provide enough resistance (you 
need some) to help your line unfurl 
and straighten in the air. 

The other running line is Lazar, 
made by a small North American 
team called OPST. It’s similar to 
Compline but is more supple and 
comes in more sizes. Again, 50 lb is 
best for heavy spring lines.
What leader? I tend to fish 10 ft-14 ft  
of 15 lb Seaguar, lengthening as the 
water warms and clears.

and so it is straightforward to slow 
the swing of the fly in cold water by 
mending regularly. This is not 
possible with a full sinker – once 
underwater, mending is not an option.

The sheer versatility of a skagit 
with a selection of sinking tips cannot 
be beaten in the early months and it 
will cover the vast majority of UK 
fishing. Tungsten T-tips are the key to 
fishing a fly deep. I carry a selection 
of lengths, in sink rates from T20 to 
T8 (the higher the number the faster 
the sink rate). I buy 30 ft lengths and 
make my own (because it's cheaper) 
– but you can buy ready-made tips in 
key length/sink rate combinations. 

Skagits will also cast any brand of 
tips from multi-tip lines that you may 
own. Then buy or make only the tips 
you need to enhance your selection.

Skagits have an advantage in two 
specific scenarios. On bouldery rivers 
like the Dee, full sinking lines can 
tangle around rocks during the 
swing, but skagits allow you to mend 
over and around big boulders while 
still presenting a fly at depth in the 
surrounding deeper water. If you are 
fishing from the bank, as often 
happens in cold, high water, the short 
length of a skagit means bankside 
vegetation and trees are easier to 
cope with. Longer-headed spey lines 
need space for a much bigger D-loop 
as you cast. This type of line has a 
point-and-shoot simplicity that I love.

Another advantage is being able 
to make an inside mend to keep the 
fly swinging nicely as it moves into 
slower water near my bank. 

Armed with a 15 ft tungsten tip you 
can really plumb the depths. On the 
Tay, I will sometimes fish a heavy 
tungsten Snaelda-style tube-fly on a 
6 ft-7 ft leader. If I mend carefully this 
set-up can fish 9 ft-10 ft down in the 
water. With a change of tip, say to a 
15 ft type 3 sinker or an intermediate, 
I could be fishing 1 ft-2 ft down. 
What casting angle or retrieve? 

I can fish a Skagit at 45 degrees just 
like a normal sink-tip, achieving 
greater depth by switching to a 
heavier tip. If I adjust the angle of my 
casts, I can explore specific deep lies 
or vary the depth at any time. T-tips, 
in particular, sink like a stone if you 
take the tension off them and allow 
them to fall in the water. This means 
you can get your fly down to a 
desired depth quickly and then by 
mending the floating body section 
you can control the speed of the fly’s 
swing across the pool. In cold water, 
we should not rely on the salmon 
moving far to intercept our fly. A 
skagit set-up encourages a 
thoughtful probing style of fishing, 
exploring the contours of the pools.
What leader? I live in hope of a huge 
springer so I use 22 lb or 19 lb 
Seaguar. It’s tough, clear and turns 
my flies over nicely. I like a 6 ft-10 ft 

“Skagits allow you to mend 

around boulders while still fishing 

a fly at depth in deep water”
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GOT A TROUT-FISHING PROBLEM? RONNIE GLASS  OFFERS 

SOLUTIONS FOR BETTER SPORT ON RIVERS AND STILLWATERS

Trout Surgery

Ronnie Glass

is a Tweed

commissioner

and chairman

of Kelso,

Coldstream

and the

Borders

Anglers’

Association.

He has been

a national

champion on

rivers and

stillwaters,

and is fishing

manager

of the Orvis

shop, Kelso.

Q 
I HEAR experienced 
stillwater anglers 
talking of “wind 
lanes” and “calm
lanes” – what are they 

and why are they important?
 James Flack, via e-mail

A 
THERE ARE many
theories regarding the 
formation of wind and 
calm lanes. I can see 

the logic in some and pick holes 
in others. I am not sure they all 
form due to one reason or even if 
that reason is fully understood. I 
know they often form within
seconds of a lift, or especially a 
drop, of wind speed. 

That they form is not only 
helpful to the fish by 
concentrating surface-drifting 

food into narrow bands, but also 
to fishermen, who can focus their 
efforts on these lines of foam  
or flatter water.

In a wave, wind lanes appear  
as concentrated lines of foam. 
Trout now use these “conveyor 
belts” of foam and food in much 
the same way as river trout use 
the seam between still  
and fast currents.

As the wind eases, the lines of
foam flatten out, forming subtle
channels. These channels
become more obvious as the
“wave” turns to a “ripple”.
Now the lanes take on a thicker,
almost “oily” appearance and
trout can cruise slowly along,
sipping down trapped emerging
or windblown insects. In certain
conditions these calm lanes

can be 10 ft-20 ft wide and trout
will generally be found on the
edge of the ripple. I am not sure
if they like the security of being
close to the broken surface,
but I have occasionally seen
these trout disappear completely
if the breeze drops further to
create a flat calm.

FIND FOAM AND FISH FOOD

A wider “oily” lane where 
concentrated food will 

attract cruising trout.

A thin foam lane formed in a wave.
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Write to: Ronnie Glass c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood,
Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: caster@glass20351.plus.com KNOW HOW

A square or slightly downstream cast presents the fly, not tippet, to the trout.

Upstream casts can place tippet too close to the trout’s eye, spooking the fish.

The difficult Shepherd’s Crook cast keeps tippet away from the fish. By holding 
the rod tip at an angle away from the trout and stopping the forward cast 
with a jolt, the fly falls backwards into the fish’s eyeline.

Q
I FISH a small wild trout 
stream where fishing is by 
“upstream dry-fly only”. 
I put a lot of fish down – are 
they likely to have been

spooked by my presence, casting, 
bad presentation or some other 
factor? There seems to be a
reasonable head of fish in the
stream, but few get caught.
Dan Coombs,Winchester

A
PERFECT UPSTREAM dry-fly
presentation is hard to
achieve on a small stream
because the ideal casting

angles can be acute and hard to deliver.
Even on larger rivers, my “fish-fooling”
and fish-hooking rates are very low
when I have to present the fly from far
below my quarry (see diagram).

I can remember my father trying to
show me the “Shepherd’s Crook” cast.

He was very good and with an old limp 
Kingfisher silk line, he sometimes got it 
right. This cast “kicked” the fly to one 
side, allowing it to drift over the fish 
with the tippet and leader kept 
out of the away. 

I have never mastered it – relying on 
an exaggerated “reach” cast to 
(occasionally) get the same effect. The 
problem with the reach cast is that it 
requires a fair bit of space to the side of 
the fish – and that is not always possible 
on small streams.

Even if you can’t master either cast, 
try to get as square on to the fish as you 
dare, even if that involves extremely 
slow creeping. If the fish does not 
change its feeding pattern, you have not 
spooked it – and an accurate first-time 
cast (with the right fly) should at least 
tempt a rise. Each cast after the first 
one reduces the chances of the 
fish being fooled.

By hook or by crook

WHENTOUSE
ADRAG

PRESENTING A FLY FROM BELOW A FISH

Q
THE REEL I use for
trouting on my local
rivers has an excellent
drag, yet I have never
needed to adjust it.

Am I missing something?
Mark Grant, Bristol

A
A GOOD drag (brake) might
be needed when fishing for
salmon, especially when
“the fish of a lifetime” is

heading out of the pool, but I’ve never
touched a drag when playing a trout.

I set the drag to a position where it
allows the spool to run freely enough
not to break my tippet, yet is strong
enough to avoid over-runs of the fly-
line. An over-run is when the spool
can run so freely that it keeps
spinning beyond the point when the
line has stopped being drawn from
the reel. This causes the line to
loosen within the drum forming
loops that, on re-tightening, knot
together, causing the reel to jam (like
when a novice reels in backwards).

I normally play my fish by hand,
relying on the cushioning effect
of the rod tip and “feel” through
my fingertips.

There are two occasions when I
will reel in. The first is when a large
trout runs across or down the
stream. The power of fish and
current takes some stopping and I’ll
continue to play the fish on the reel.
However, if it comes back at great
speed, I’ll revert to playing by hand,
stripping in line to keep in touch
with the fish.

The second scenario, which applies
to any decent trout, is when there is a
danger that I may lose the fish if it 
tangles around the trailing line I’ve 
stripped in. Even then I tend to risk a 
tangle as I can almost always steer 
the fish away from the line.

3

1

2

Modern reels have powerful disc drags, 
but they are rarely needed for river trout.



CHOOSETHERIGHTFLOATER

Q 
THERE ARE many floating 
fly-line colours – do you have 
a favourite for river fishing? 
Are there any to avoid?
Brian Skues, via e-mail

A 
I DON’T believe any 
manufacturer would make (or 
sell many) fly-lines if they 
thought the colour would put 

fish off. I know good anglers who use 
fluorescent red lines without believing it 
affects their catch rates. Yet for my river 
fishing I prefer the soft greeny shades of 
lines such as those from Rio, Orvis or 
the Airflo Elite. This is because I am 
fishing for wild fish in the environment 
in which they grew up – they are not

stocked fish and must have seen the
natural colours of many twigs, reeds
and grasses drift over them.

Despite this, for years my favourite
line was the peach Cortland 444, which
was especially useful at dusk for
relocating the position of my fly if I had
looked away to pinpoint another riser.

I can remember the discussions that
followed the introduction of Air Cell’s
ivory-coloured floating lines. Some
argued white was less visible when
viewed from below against a light sky
and others believed all lines would
appear dark in silhouette. What was
agreed was that line flash could put fish
down. Many of today’s lines have a matt
finish – but this is mainly due to claims

of “less friction” with rougher surfaces.
When I’m asked this question in the

shop, I ask the angler to pick an object on 
the wall 12 ft away (a leader’s length). I
ask him to lift his arm and concentrate 
on his thumbnail, much like a trout
would look at a fly. I then ask him how
much he’s aware of the object 12 ft away. 
It is now a minor detail in his peripheral 
vision. As most stillwater trout respond 
to the landing and/or the disturbance of 
the fly, taking it straight away or
following it before deciding to take,
I doubt if they even notice
the fly-line at all.
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Classic short-lining on 
an Irish lough, where a 

team of wet-flies is 
rolled out and stroked 
through the surface on 

a short cast.

Olive lines are popular because the colour is 
“natural”, but the fish probably don’t notice. 
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I
T’S ALMOST March again; and for those of
us who observe the close season, the
anticipation builds as a new season beckons.
For those who brave the elements and fish
on through, the first half of winter 2015/16
has been remarkably mild… and

exceptionally wet. The unprecedented winter rainfall
has, by and large, put the rivers out of commission.
Social media has been bereft of the usual plethora of
images of grayling with fins like expensive curtains,
set against a backdrop of hoar-frosted pebbles,
sparkling in the low sun. Many who need their
regular fix have taken to the stillwaters that remain
open, and from what I’ve heard, business has been
good for proprietors and anglers alike. Grafham Water
has “fished its head off”, providing some of the best
sport – and fish – of the season, mostly within feet, if
not inches of the bank. Other waters have proved
similarly productive with floating lines, nymphs and
even dry-flies continuing to score well in January.
We’re not out of the woods yet, and the longest autumn
on record may yet yield to the icy blast. No doubt we’ll
succumb to the iron grip of winter in mid March, just
as my thoughts turn to having a chuck.

When Mother Nature and I eventually strike a deal,
the Black & Olive Straggle Cormorant will be on the
shortlist of usual suspects proficient in deceiving
early-season trout. The BOSC has done rather well for
me in this role for nigh on ten years. Its first
incarnation was on a double, often deployed on a
floater or intermediate line to increase the angle and
cover a little extra depth when prospecting from the
off. Although it excelled in this role, I use doubles
judiciously these days – never when I intend to release
fish or casting down the middle of the boat on a windy
day. A single-hook version swiftly followed, allowing
for a slower retrieve, and C&R.

The BOSC is a great “concept”, or “modular” pattern,
allowing for the addition or subtraction of various
elements to suit your tastes and needs. The original,
and basic concept was simply black straggle and olive
marabou, which I still use on occasion, particularly in
the double format. More recent tyings, on singles,
have tended to include combinations of: a mix of olive/
green shades in the wing, a strand or two of flash
(in the wing), jungle cock splits and a head hackle.
Beefing up the basic pattern in this way bridges the

the key factor in the efficacy of the BOSC. he long,
black straggle and the marabou combine beautifully
to give that seductive flutter and pulse usually
associated with larger, bulkier lures.

The BOSC seems to be more than happy and very 
productive on most lines, in any position, and indeed, 
will catch plenty of fish throughout the season. My
preferences are top or tail with an intermediate line, 
and a slow retrieve with the odd pause to allow the
straggle and marabou to do their thing.

BLACK & OLIVE 
STRAGGLE 

CORMORANT
Rob Denson recommends a hig       
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visiting

four corners

of Britain and

Ireland,

combining

his love of 

fly-tying, 
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and a rolling 

wave 

Website: 

robdenson.

co.uk

Hook Kamasan B170 or 175  

Body Black Straggle 

(10 mm-15 mm)  Wing Black 

marabou over olive marabou, or mix 

of black, olive, brown-olive and 

chartreuse  Wing slips Gliss ’n’ 

Glow Rootbeer, or similar  

Hackle Olive hen  

Cheeks Jungle-cock splits  

Thread Black



PUZZLED BY TECHNIQUE? FRUSTRATED BY FISH?

CRAWFORD LITTLE OFFERS SOME NO-NONSENSE SOLUTIONS

Salmon     Surgery

Crawford Little

has fished for

salmon at

home and

abroad for

50 years.

Having worked

in rural estate

management,

he now runs a

consultancy

advising

on the

management

of salmon

fisheries

and other

sporting

property.
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Q 
WITH ALL the recent
flooding in Scotland 
and Northern England,
do you think all 
the redds will have

been washed away, or is 
nature accustomed to such 
dramatic, natural occurrences?
Martin Proud, via e-mail

A 
NOT ALL of the redds 
will have been washed 
away, but some of them 
will have gone. On top of 

which, many fry and parr will 
have been battered to death, or left 
stranded in riverside fields.

You ask whether Nature is 
accustomed to dealing with such 
dramatic, natural occurrences. 
But what is “natural” about the 
floods we’ve been experiencing in 
recent times? I’m not talking here 
about the impact of farm and

forestry drainage schemes and
the likes, but rather about what is
described as global warming or
climate change. British winters 
are getting wetter and warmer. 
And there’s nothing to suggest 
this trend won’t continue. Year 
after year, we’re told this has been 
the wettest winter or month on 
record. And it will probably be 
worse next year.

Incidentally, another impact of 
these massive winter floods is 
that, certainly on more “lowland” 
salmon rivers, huge tonnages of 
gravel may have radically altered 
the nature of individual salmon 
pools. Some that were once the 

“best on the beat” may have been
filled in and no longer produce
fish. While others that haven’t
produced a fish for years just as 
suddenly become hot spots.

With that in mind, many of the  
pools and beats may have to be 
re-learned. Rather than relying 
entirely on the where and when of 
past memories and successes, it 
might now pay to try a cast here 
and there in previously ignored 
places. Not to mention being that 
little bit more cautious when 
wading through pools for the first 
time this season. However well 
you might think you know them, 
be prepared to be surprised.

Floods and redds
“On top of which, many fry and parr will 

have been battered to death, or left 

stranded in riverside fields”

The powerful nature of the winter floods may have dramatically altered the structure of many well-known pools.



Write to: Crawford Little, c/o Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood,
Peterborough PE2 6EA. Or e-mail: crawfordlittle54@gmail.com KNOW HOW
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Anet for salmon

Q
DO YOU carry a net when salmon fishing? 
And if so, do you leave it on the riverbank 
while you fish down a pool, or carry it on 
your person?
Bob Pool, via e-mail

A
IF YOU carry a net – remembering that in 
this age of catch-and-release the mesh must 
be knotless – then it would seem sensible to 
have it where you need it. Which is where 

ou are landing the fish, rather than 50 yards up the 
ank. So better that you carry the net on your person.
It is possible to buy folding nets that are big enough 

o enfold a salmon. These are fitted with a clip for 
ttachment to a D-ring on the back of your wading 
acket or fishing waistcoat. However, some find this 
rrangement a tad uncomfortable, much preferring a 

net of the gye type, on a carrying sling that eases the 
oad. In fact, you might even forget the net is there, 
until you go to climb over a fence…

How

Q
I WAS looking throu
fishing records and
that several years a
guest had caught a n
of fish on a fly he de

as a “Whitey Gunn”. I asked
about it, but these catches ha
made in his predecessor’s tim
like to try this pattern, I’m w
if you might know the recipe
Henry Hampson, via e-mail

A
THE WHITEY Gunn is
Gunn with white rather than
black hair in the mixed wing.
That is, a mixed wing of white,

orange and yellow over a black body – 
ribbed with oval silver tinsel rather than 
gold. I think I first described it in these 
pages back in the 1980s, or perhaps a 

,
poor or fading light in the opening and
closing months of the season.

Some call(ed) it a Whitewing, but there
are a number of patterns with that 
name. Most have rather faded into 
obscurity since the invention of the 
Junction Shrimp.

,
particularly with snowmelt in early
spring, a friend used to swear by a
version of the Whitey with a silver mylar
tubing body and fairly long jungle cock 
cheeks. I suppose you might describe it 
as a second cousin, thrice removed, of 
the Gold Willie Gunn.   

A gye net, and 
peel sling, is 
comfortable to 
carry and always 
there when
you need it.



W O R D S  O F  W I S D O M
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An old Scottish angler writing in the London Fishing Gazette gives this good advice. He says: “Many 

anglers get so conservative in their ideas that they think if the fish do not take a Jock Scott, or some other 

fancy, they will take nothing. I consider this a great mistake. Many days one fly will kill when another will 

not. If fish are not rising to one fly, too much time should not be lost in persevering with it, but another 

should be tried. If another angler on the same water is getting good sport and you are not,  

it is better to find out what fly he is killing with.”

The Salmon Fisher, Charles Hallock, 1890
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ICE  MAIDEN
Ross Macdonald recommends a fly 

for cold w ather and lo  light

The trick is to manage the proportions without
making the initial white layer too bulky. Subsequent 
layers are even thinner and should coalesce into a 
lovely green hue. Richard and Mick often disagreed 
about this, with Mick preferring to mix the bucktail 
instead of adding it in layers. I have seen many 
examples where the yellow is tied in first, but 
Richard says this is incorrect. In his view the lightest 
colour of winging material should be nearest the 
body to produce the best glow. Similarly, he believes 
the Gold Willie Gunn should be layered, with yellow 
as the base colour of the wing.

The idea for the fly emerged in the early 1990s, 
around the time when Veniard first produced pearl 
mylar tubing. Before that, one of Richard’s back-end 
favourites was the Redpath Shrimp, which had an 
orange-and-white wing over a black body with 
a silver rib. He had also enjoyed good sport on 
stillwaters, such as Rutland, with a fly called the 
Lightbulb, which is a white/chartreuse lure. 
And the idea for the Ice Maiden simply fell into 
place as he prepared for his trip to Carham.

Richard’s mother is an artist 
and contributed to his sensibility 
for the right shade. It was Mrs 
Vipond who christened the fly, 
but her inspiration must 
remain a secret! 

As Tweedsiders will no doubt 
be aware, Richard’s father, Tony, owned Tweedside 
Tackle for many years, so the river is very much 
part of the Vipond family. And now his fly is  very 
much part of it, too.   

I
F EVER A fly was perfectly named it has to
be Richard Vipond’s Ice Maiden – I feel a
chill just looking at it. It’s a pattern designed
for the cold late-season waters of the Tweed.

When I first saw it, in the February 2003
issue of T&S, it struck me that its blend of

colours offered something new to the world of 
bucktail tubes. It is not the first Tweed pattern to 
successfully incorporate white in its dressing – the
Whitewing and Junction Shrimp are favoured in low
light and stand out against autumn leaves – but the
Ice Maiden also glows green, which is ideal in low
light and cold conditions.

It was the late Mick Williams who introduced it
to T&S by describing its early success at Carham 
on a November day with snow on the banks and 
grue in the water. Fishing it deep and slow Richard
accounted for the only fish from the beat. Mick 
wrote, “I don’t know if it was the snowy backdrop
or the light, but the colours looked perfect for the
conditions. The result was that the only fish caught
were taken on this fly. The Ice Maiden has
become a firm favourite for very
cold conditions, not only in the 
autumn, but in spring as well, 
when snowmelt is common.”

Its “icy” colours seemed a 
radical change from the standard
workhorses of the day and since
then it has become popular for spring and back-end
fishing throughout Scotland. 

When I spoke to Richard, he was most particular
about his creation – I hope he forgives my tying. 

Ross 

Macdonald 

is a well-

known 

fly-designer 

and tyer who 

has a lifelong 

passion for 

salmon flies 

and the 

stories 

behind them. 

He is based in 

Aberdeen.

Visit: 

macdonald 

salmonflies.

co.uk 

il, 

ortions of 3:2:1)

ck

“The ‘icy’ colours seemed 
a radical change from the 

standard workhorses”
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AW
SALMONRO
Solve the puzzle for a chance to win a
custom-made Bruce & Walker rod

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD ANSWERS AND WINNER
ANSWERS ACROSS: 12 Single spey. 14 Lough Mask. 15 Rudd. 16 Ice. 17 Invest. 18 Roe deer. 19 Royal. 20 Band. 21 Swab. 22 Brora. 24 Weekly. 26 Dever. 31 Don. 33 Bend. 34 Thurso. 
36 Wychwood. 37 Strike. 39 Eland. 40 Eider. 42 Rakes. 44 Brave. 45 Kindred. 47 Snipe. 49 Dove. 51 Blackwater. 55 Dorsal. 57 Ide. 60 Scrawl. 61 Wading boots. 62 Arctic. 63 Hod. 

64 Sturgeon. 66 Spinners. 67 Shown. 69 Nylon. 71 Skate. 73 Offers. 75 Osier. 79 Blob. 82 Brook. 83 Puddles. 84 Ushers. 86 Snakes. 87 Sprat. 88 Emergers.
ANSWERS DOWN: 1 Minnow. 2 Oglesby. 3 Beats. 4 Tyne. 5 Elver. 6 Burrow. 7 Sharpes. 8 Lazy. 9 Skill. 10 Treble hook. 11 Eden. 13 Partridge. 21 Sad. 23 Rutland. 25 Layer. 27 End. 28 Leven. 

29 Muddler. 30 Shark. 32 Otter. 35 Spey. 38 Invicta. 41 Dun. 43 Sovereign. 46 Irt. 48 Polish. 49 Delicious. 50 Bobbin-holder. 52 Loch Tay. 53 Wallet. 54 Redds. 56 Spoor. 57 Beads. 58 Snail. 
61 Wind knots. 65 Rio. 68 Dressed. 70 Leo. 72 Takers. 74 Fillet. 76 Earn. 77 Spate. 78 Lunge. 80 Lune. 81 Bake. 82 Bass. 85 Hare.

THE WINNER OF OUR CHRISTMAS COMPETITION, WHO RECEIVES A HARDY SALMON OUTFIT, IS: Malcolm Cherry, Eastleigh, Southampton.
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CUT OUT and post this coupon to: March Crossword, Trout & Salmon, Media
House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Entries to arrive no later than March
15. Photocopied entries are not acceptable. 
*Please complete the form so that Bauer Media Group (publisher of Trout & 
Salmon) can keep you up-to-date by email and free mobile messaging with 
fantastic offers and promotions. We promise that you can unsubscribe at any time 
if you don’t find them interesting and you’ll only get messages about things that 
we’ve chosen especially for you from ourselves and our network of great partners 
whose products and services we think you’ll enjoy.

ENTRY FORM

Name ..........................................................................................................................................................

Address  ....................................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................... Postcode .....................................................

E-mail*........................................................................................................................................................

Tel ................................................................................................................................................................
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Terms and Conditions The winners will receive the prizes as stated above. If for any reason beyond the 
promoter’s control it is not possible to provide the stated prize, the promoter reserves the right to award 
an alternative prize of no lesser value. The promoter’s choice of prize is fi nal. There is no cash alternative 
available. No entries can be returned and the promoter will enter into no correspondence. Prize draw takes 
place on March 15, and the winners will be notifi ed within 14 days of the draw. The winners will be chosen 
at random from the correct entries received. We reserve the right to use the winners in any publicity. No 
employees of Bruce & Walker or other companies involved in this promotion are eligible to enter.
The Editor’s decision is fi nal. The promoter excludes responsibility for applications that are lost/delayed/
incomplete. A list of winners is available from Trout and Salmon, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough
PE2 6EA, upon receipt of an SAE. For full competition terms and conditions please go to: 
www.bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html  For our Privacy Policy visit www.bauerdatapromise.co.uk.
Bauer Media Group consists of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Bauer Radio Ltd and H. Bauer Publishing Ltd.
Bruce & Walker may have special offers and promotions that they wish to share with you, if you’d rather
not hear from them please tick this box 

EVERY BRUCE & WALKER rod is individually handbuilt in Britain. That 

means that each order can be customised to suit your preference, 

whether that be the colour of the blank, the whippings, the style of reel 

seat or any other element. Rather than a standard factory-produced 

model you have a fi ne fi shing rod that is unique to you. There aren’t 

many rod-builders at home or abroad who offer that kind of service.

The Walker range is named after company founder Ken Walker who, 

despite being in his 80s, helped to design and test the rod. As befits 

Ken’s legacy, the rod that bears his name has classic good looks and 

a deep-loading traditional action. 

The Walker comes in a classic olive green fi nish with a choice of match-

ing olive or deep olive whippings.

If you don’t fi sh for salmon, Bruce & Walker has kindly agreed to 

provide any trout rod from their current range as an alternative prize .

Find out more about the full range of products available from Bruce & 

Walker at www.bruceandwalker.co.uk



      

   

   

CLUES 

1. Handheld   

4. Atlantic and Paci   

 types of this fish (6)

9. Mid-river areas of land (7)

10. Sparkle (7)

11. Type of constrictor 

 snake (3)

12. Fly-line extension enabling

  easy attachment of 

 leader (7,4)

14. Angler who enters 

 the water (5)

16. Enjoyment (8)

18. Chironomid midges (7)

20. Periods of severe wind 

 and rain (6)

22. Type of garden rockery 

 plant (6)

24. Famous Hampshire 

 chalkstream (4)

26. Perthshire’s famous 

 salmon river (3)

27. Old-fashioned household

  food storeroom (6)

28. Irish trout that eats aquatic

 snails (8)

32. Not out (2)

33. Sutherland loch (6)

34. Cumbrian river (4)

CLUES DOWN

1. Popular type of trout (7)

2. Duck supplying fly-tying

 feathers (7)

3. Meta  p   

 Jeanette Ch   

 reservoir fly heads 

4. Droop (3)

5. Scottish estate owner (5)

6. Supplies power to most 

 reservoir fishing boats (8,5)

7. Tay tributary (4)

8. _ _ _ _ _ and purple, 

 hackled trout fly (5)

12. Canal boat (5)

13. Squirrels’ nests (5)

15. Maker of Toby salmon 

 lure (3)

16. _ _ _ _ Tosh, salmon fly

 pattern (4)

17. Young post-parr salmon (5)

18. Highland river near 

 Inverness (6)

19. The latest range of Hardy 

 rods (7)

21. Fishing line material (5)

23. Requiring emotional 

 support (5)

25. Argyll sea-loch (5)

29. Salmon’s resting-place (3)

30. Lubricant (3)

31. Line with the same taper 

 at both ends (abbr.) (1.1.)

HOW TO FISH 
SMALL STREAMS

Tackle, tactics and watercraft 
for river brownies

STARTING 
SALMON FISHING

A beginner’s guide

TESTED
THE LATEST 4-WEIGHT 

RIVER RODS

WESTCOUNTRY GEMS
A trout-fi sher’s favourite

haunts revealed

A DEADLY 
NEW SALMON FLY 

Tie and fi sh Tony Black’s 
latest pattern

NEXT 
MONTH

ON SALE 

MARCH 10



A LOOK AT THE LATEST KIT FOR THE DISCERNING GAME-FISHER

T A C K L E
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THELOOP Cross SX is a new addition to
the Cross family for 2016 that has been
designed and developed in Sweden but
made in the USA. Available in both single-
and double-handed models they are
fast-action rods intended for use with
modern lines and casting techniques.
The SX uses Loop’s latest Cross Core

stem that combines nano-
-tensile carbon. There are

ngs on the blanks to aid
the rods are supplied with
nd cloth bag.

n 7 wt single-hander is fast,
a joy to cast. Despite the fast

apable of delicacy at short-
ill shoot to the horizon aided

   snake guides. One of the most 
 things about it is the feedback 

you get from the blank, allowing you to 
time your cast without having to think 
about what you are doing.

This would be a great rod for the 
reservoir, from boat or bank, and an 
excellent sea-trout and single-handed 
salmon rod. There are nine single-
handers in the range from 9 ft 5 wt 
up to 10 ft 8 wt.

The double-handed rods are also 
powerful with fast actions, perfect for use 
with shooting-heads and modern Spey 
casting methods. There are three double-
handers available, a 12 ft 4 in 7 wt, 
a 13 ft 2 in 8 wt and a 14 ft 9 wt.
Price: £629 to £949.

Tel: Mark Patterson, 07771 892 506.

Email: mark@looptackle.se

Web: looptackle.com

The Cinch is an interesting small  

solution from William Joseph.  

elasticated and snap-fasteni

compression straps on the front al

be attached to a regular rod tub

means you can use the strap

carry a metal rod tube.

There are two compartments wit

closure that almost encircles the p

larger main compartment will tak

medium-sized fly-box and has a

mesh pocket for leaders or tippe

spools, the smaller pocket could h

a small fly-box or tools and acces

With no rod attached the po

can be worn over one shoulder like

a sling bag or around the waist like

a hip pack. However the price does

seem a little high for a small 

and fairly simple bag.

Price: £49.99.

Tel: St George Sporting, 01604 811 801.

Web: stgeorgesporting.co.uk

The blanks have a 

matt smoke fi nish.

Single- and double-

handers feature a 

triangular three-pin 

aluminium reel seat.

ONE OF THE BEST RODS WE'VE CAST
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Tied using the finest mobile materials and high-quality hooks these salmon and 
steelhead (and possibly sea-trout) Intruders by Franc N Snaelda are designed to come 
alive in the water. They are beautifully tied on Intruder shanks using rhea feathers and 
dumbbell eyes. Available in a range of colour combinations and mini or standard sizes.

Price: £4.25-£4.50. Tel: Sean Stanton, 07825 183 346. Web: francnsnaelda.com

The Reax sensor

detects movement

and distance

A TORCH THAT REACTS TO YOU
THE CXS Plus 250 head torch from Coleman 
has a Reax sensor, which detects movement 
and allows you to change modes quickly 
with the flick of your hand. The same sensor 
can also detect whether you are looking at 
an object that's close, at medium range or 
far away and adjust the beam accordingly. 

The torch also has a useful battery 
lock mechanism that means you can take 
the batteries out of the circuit without 
having to remove them from the torch. 

There are five light modes with a 
brightness up to 250 lumens and a 
maximum range of 40m. There is a red light 
and four combinations of white light for 
different applications. 

When the torch is first turned on you can
cycle through the functions to the setting
you want by pressing the button or using
the Reax sensor. Once you’ve settled on a
mode pressing the button again will turn t
torch off. If the headlamp is turned off wh
the Reax function is activated it will flash
briefly when turned on again, and if the
button is held down for four seconds Re
can be turned off. If the torch has been
turned off for a while it will flash white li
briefly when next turned on to show Reax is
active. It is worth practising away from the
river to get the hang of the different modes.

Price: £39.99. Tel: 01275 845 024.
Web: coleman.eu/uk

The large Wooden Sea Trout Net 
from Snowbee is 37 in long (including 
handle) and is designed in the 
same style as nets that have 
proved popular with the coastal 
sea-trout fishermen of Denmark.
The frame is made from bamboo,
which is very strong and
light, and has a 24 x 17 in
opening. Fitted with a
knotless mesh, the
net comes with a
clip-on elasticated
lanyard for easy
attachment
and carrying.

Price: £37.99.
Tel: Snowbee,
01752 334 933.
Web: www.
snowbee.co.uk

A red light function 

protects night vision 

when changing fl ies
Two white lights offer a range of 

brightness for different activities



£50
Keepoutthecoldwithapairof
Stillwaterneoprenewaders

R E A D E R O F F E R

HOW TO ORDER
When ordering please quote “T&S neoprene waders offer” 

and the code “0056TS”.  
Postage and packing is £6.99. Tel: 0141 212 8880.  

Fax: 0141 331 6340. E-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com  
Web: http://readeroffers.fishingmegastore.com/0056TS

Post: Glasgow Angling Centre, 29 Saracen Street,
Glasgow G22 5HT.

£ 7 9 . 9 9

R R P

O F F E R
P R I C E

£ 5 0
*plus postage

WHEN THERE’S snow on the bank, frost in the air and chunks of grue 
floating down the river you may be glad to have a pair of these neoprene 
waders from Stillwater. 

The main body material is 4.5 mm thick, which provides plenty of 
insulation and durability. Both knees are further reinforced with 5 mm 
embossed kneepads which are handy when climbing up and down the 
bank. These waders are wonderfully warm. The boots, too, are lined with 
neoprene to make sure your feet don’t get cold even if the water is freezing 
in your rod rings.

As the boots are attached there is no fuss when it comes to getting into 
them at the start of a day’s fishing. Perhaps most importantly, they’re just 
as easy to get out of when the day is over and the fireside beckons. The 
cleated soles provide excellent grip and traction on a variety of surfaces 
including sand, mud, grass and gravel.

To aid your comfort during a day on the 
water, the shoulder straps are extra wide, 
which helps to prevent rubbing and 
irritation. Velcro fastenings are secure 
and quick to undo while the high cut 
makes sure you are not exposed to the 
elements. A good-sized front outer pocket 
provides storage space for a fly-box or 
other bits and pieces.

Available in boot sizes 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12.

NEOPRENE
WADERS FOR 
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F L Y - T Y I N G

Rhea fibres
are used in

Intruder-style
flies, pulsing
enticingly in

the water.

25 hooks
per pack.

16p per hook.

Ideal for Buzzer and
Shrimp patterns.

Use for
head and

throat
hackles.

OUR PICK OF THE BEST TOOLS AND MATERIALS

Sean Stanton, Aberdeenshire Dee gillie 
and owner of franknsnaelda.com, 
has added these rare rhea hackles to 
his select range of modern 
salmon materials.

The rhea is a South American bird 
that’s closely related to the ostrich and 
emu. Its feathers are the latest, must-
have plumes for tying modern salmon 
and steelhead Intruder patterns. Each 

plume is roughly 22 in long and fibres 
are up to 5 in. Those in the 

middle of the plume are 
the longest, while

those nearer the 
tip and the base 

are roughly half the length.
Rhea is best tied in front of a dubbing 

ball and soft schlappen hackle. 
This will make it stand out from 
the body, allowing it to pulse and 
gyrate in the current, rather 
than fold down. 

Use a dubbing loop if you’re capable, 
otherwise the fibres can be tied in small 
bunches around the shank. If you do the 
latter, use the following method to save 
thread turns and therefore bulk:

 Tie in the individual bunches and 
hold them at the base between thumb 
and fingers to keep them all in place. 
Then, unwind the thread turns back to 
where you tied in the first bunch, with 
the fibres still held in place with fingers. 
Then, once back to the first bunch, 
add just one or two locking turns to
secure all the fibres.

Sean is offering whole plumes (£9.99) 
and middle sections (£6.50) – the tip 
fibres on some plumes are of 
lesser quality. 

Colours include: black, chartreuse 
green, chartreuse yellow, Silver Doctor 
blue, purple, pale orange, hot orange, 
green, magenta, yellow and pure white

Sean will custom-dye to order or 
supply pure white plumes for those
who want to dye their own.

Price: £9.99. Contact: Sean Stanton. Tel: 07825 

183 346. Web: www.francnsnaelda.com

These large guinea fowl feathers are 
hand-selected for their size and strong 
pattern. The white spots on the natural 
feathers take the dye, therefore the
bigger the spots the more colour you’ll 
get in your throat or head hackle. 
That’s a good thing on a salmon fly.

The fibre length is suitable for salmon 
flies from size 4-10 – they are quite big.

There are five standard colours –
natural (white spots) and the more 
obscure olive, black, claret and 
royal blue, plus eight salmon,

sea-trout and 
steelhead 
colours – 
fluorescent blue, 
fluorescent cherry red, 
fluorescent orange, 
fluorescent purple, 
green, hot orange, 
hot pink and yellow.

Price: £2.49.

Contact: Funky Flytying. Tel: 01823 617 

373. Web: www.funkyfl ytying.co.uk

These new straight-eyed, barbless grub 
hooks from Partridge are made from 
standard wire and are ideal for most 
curved stillwater and river patterns, 
including Buzzers, Shrimps and grubs/
bugs. The wire in the bigger sizes 
(size 10 and bigger) is a little too heavy 
for emerger patterns, but okay in the 
smaller sizes. These hooks have a black-
nickel finish a super-wide gape and a 
claw-style point for a better hook hold. 
Available in sizes 6-18. There are 
25 hooks per pack.

Price: £4.  

Contact: Available from Partridge 

of Redditch stockists. Tel: 01963 31623. 

Web: www.partridge-of-redditch. 

RHEA HACKLES

FUNKY GUINEA FOWL

PATRIOT 
BARBLESS GRUB 
(K4AY-SE)
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DEREK BINGHAM REPORTS ON HOUSES WITH FISHING FOR SALE

P R O P E R T Y
Do you have a property with fishing for sale? E-mail: troutandsalmon@bauermedia.co.uk

DREAMING OF DEVON?
A 15th-century estate with fishing on the River Axe in England’s greenest county

A stretch of fishing on the River Axe 
comes on to the market with the sale of 
the Weycroft Hall Estate in Devon. 
Situated at Weycroft on the edge of 
Axminster, 11 miles from Honiton, there
is a listed grade II house dating from the
early 15th century with seven bedrooms,
a three-bedroom annexe, two cottages, 
and two acres of gardens.

In all there are 82 acres of pasture, 
arable and woodland, with the river 
forming the north-west boundary. The 
Axe, which rises in Dorset and enters the 
Channel at Smeaton, holds salmon and 
sea-trout as well as brown trout. Fishing 
rights are included in the sale.

Strutt & Parker’s Exeter office 
(01392 249 163) and Martin Diplock 
(01297 45500) ask £1.5 million.

History is woven into the fabric of the hall. Fishing on the Axe includes brown trout fishing with salmon and sea-trout in deeper pools.

Weycroft Hall is set in a large estate with well-kept gardens, an annexe and two cottages.

£1,500,000



The extensive Ballinahown 
Fishery in Connemara 
offers trout fishing on 

loughs and rivers. 

Sport in Ireland’s west
Two opportunities: a rare share on a prolifi c Sligo salmon river and a mysterious fi shery in Galway

One of 161 shares in Ballisodare Fishing 
Club is for sale. The club controls what 
many regard as one of the best salmon 
rivers in Ireland.

Only five miles long, the Ballisodare 
flows from Collooney into Ballisodare 
Bay in County Sligo. Its tributaries 
include the Unshin, Owenmore and 
Owenbeg, and it drains a catchment of 
252 square miles that includes Lough 
Arrow (which is noted for its Mayfly) and 
Templehouse Lake. Its history is a 
remarkable story of conservation.

In the early 19th century fewer than 
20 salmon a year were caught because of 
a 20 ft high waterfall at the mouth of the 
river. A further set of falls at Collooney 
barred their upstream passage to 
the Owenmore River.

An 1837 Act of Parliament allowed the 
Cooper family who owned it to construct 
a salmon ladder, purchase any other
existing fishing rights and gave them
sole and exclusive fishing rights. The
salmon ladder at the Ballisodare falls,
the first of its type in Europe, was
completed in 1852. Two years later
179 salmon were caught; by 1859 that 
number had risen to 2,000 and 
to 6,000 by 1863.

A second salmon ladder was 
constructed at the Collooney falls, 
including a resting pool to allow fish 
access to the Owenmore system up to 
the spawning beds in the Ox Mountains 
beyond Coolaney. In 1883 a salmon
hatchery was built. By the end of the

century annual catches in excess of
10,000 fish were the norm.

The river was sold to Ballisodare
Fishing Club in the mid 1990s. It was in 
need of restoration; fish returns had 
declined and many of the spawning
beds were no longer operating. Two
hydro-electric generating schemes 
conflicted with the operation of a fishery.

Much work has been undertaken in 
the last two decades to provide salmon 
fishing for local anglers and tourists 
alike. Working with Inland Fisheries 

Ireland, an electronic counter has been 
installed in the ladders at the lower falls. 
The figures have increased steadily with 
recent counts of over 13,000 salmon 
going up into the system in one season. 
It is also clear that Ballisodare is one of 
very few North Atlantic salmon fisheries 
to record increased returns in the last 
decade. Rod fishermen now take up to 
2,000 salmon or more each year.

The share for sale is 19,000 Euros. 
For more information contact Stephen 
Black on 00353 87 0506067.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ballisodare water provides an excellent chance of a salmon with good annual catches.

00 euros

19,000 euros
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 P R O P E R T Y  

Get into the trout business
A small three-lake ticket fi shery in the English Midlands with a four-bedroom house

Bransford Game Fishery, on an elevated position between 
the villages of Powick and Bransford, with views to 
Worcester four miles away, includes a large detached 
house with two reception rooms, a study, four bedrooms
with bathrooms, and an annexe with a sitting room, 
bedroom and kitchen.

The fishery comprises three lakes set in 5.6 acres 
stocked with Shasta rainbow trout with an average weight
of 2.9 lb (largest to date 18 lb 4 oz) with two stocked with 
brown trout in the 3 lb to 6 lb range. There is a lodge with
kitchen area and other facilities. For the year to February
2015 the turnover was £24,000. Agents Fenn Wright
(01206 216 555) are seeking £900,000. The fishery includes a detached four-bedroom house and fishing lodge.

There are three lakes included in the sale, one is stocked with rainbow trout while the other two are stocked with brown trout.

£900,000





Trout & Salmon invites you to join our bespoke
three-day fishing holiday on the River Tweed in the 
company of casting maestro Eoin Fairgrieve

Exclusive spring salmon fi shing 
course with Eoin Fairgrieve

THE HOLIDAY COMPRISES:

Three days’ salmon fishing on 1½ miles (double bank) of the Tweed at

Makerstoun, upstream of Kelso.

Personal tuition in all aspects and techniques of salmon

fishing and fly-casting.

The shared services of estate boatmen.

Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast in single rooms at Ednam House

Hotel, Kelso’s premier fishing hotel.

A superbly appointed fishing hut with lavatory, heating and tea- and

coffee-making facilities – ideal for thawing out on a cold day.

Transport, if required, to and from the beat each day so you can

enjoy a dram.

Seasoned fishers, those wishing to improve their technique and absolute

beginners (tackle is available for hire) are all welcome. What could be

better after a good day’s fishing than comparing notes with your fellow

rods in front of a roaring fire back at Ednam House?

The three-day holiday is on March 10, 11 and 12 with guests staying at

Ednam House on the nights of March 9, 10 and 11.

Extra nights should be booked directly with the hotel on 01573 224 168.

The hotel’s website can be viewed at www.ednamhouse.com.

For further details about the fishing and the package, phone

Eoin Fairgrieve on 01573 226 700; mobile: 0771 5977 060;

or e-mail: eoin@speycast.co.uk

Places are offered on a first-come, first-served basis so an early application

is strongly advised.

  No refunds will be made after booking if you subsequently decide not to, or

 are unable to, take up your fishing. In line with general fishing practice, no

 refunds will be made due to adverse weather or water conditions.

Y
ET TO BOOK your 2016 salmon 
fishing? This year’s Trout & 

Salmon spring salmon-fishing 
holiday will take place on the 

exclusive Makerstoun beat of the 

River Tweed on March 10-12. Once 
again, your host will be T&S contributor 
Eoin Fairgrieve, one of Britain’s 
foremost AAPGAI-qualified casting 
instructors, who will offer guests 

tuition (if required) in all aspects of 
salmon fly-fishing and casting. 

This three-day holiday is available 
for an all-inclusive price of £940 
(including VAT) per rod.

Name

Address

Postcode

Daytime tel no

I would like to go on the three-day holiday and enclose a 

cheque for £940 made payable to Trout & Salmon or 

please debit my Mastercard/Visa

Card no _________/__________/__________/__________/

Expiry date                                       Security code

Signed                                                            Date

TROUT & SALMON SPRING 2016
HOLIDAY BOOKING FORM

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS AND SEND TO: 
Marian Busby, Trout and Salmon Spring Holiday, 

Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA.
A photocopy of this coupon is acceptable. 



Including
WATERS TO FISH AND FLIES TO TRY THIS MONTH

The only monthly record of catches and news from 
the major fisheries of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland

A L L T H E L A T E S T N E W S F R O M O U R L O C A L E X P E R T S
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45 Alness

46 Annan

47 Ayr

48 Beauly

49 Borgie

50 Brora

51 Carron

52 Cassley

53 Clyde

54 Conon

55 Cree & Bladnoch

56 Aberdeenshire Dee

57 Deveron

58 Aberdeenshire Don

59 Doon

60 Earn

61 North & South Esks

62 Findhorn

63 Girvan

64 Halladale

65 Helmsdale

66 Irvine

67 Kirkaig & Inver

1 Llyn Alaw

2 Artro

3 Bewl

4 Llyn Brenig

5 Bristol waters

6 Conwy

7 Coquet

8 Cornwall

9 Dee & Clwyd

10 Derbyshire waters

11 Cumbrian Derwent

12 Devon

13 Dovey

14 Dwyfor

15 Eden

16 Border Esk

17 Esthwaite Water

18 Eyebrook

19 Glaslyn

20 Grafham

21 Hanningfield

22 Llandegfedd

23 Lune

24 Isle of Man

25 Mawddach & Wnion

26 Pitsford

27 Ravensthorpe

28 Ribble & Hodder

29 Rutland Water

30 Seiont, Gwyrfai 

& Llyfni

31 Severn

32 South-west Wales

33 Talyllyn

34 Tees

35 Till

36 Towy

37 Tyne

38 Usk

39 Lake Vyrnwy

40 Wear

41 Wessex waters

42 Wye

43 Yorkshire Esk

44 Yorkshire waters
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87 Lough Arrow

88 Bandon

89 Beltra

90 Blackwater (Cork)

91 Upper Caragh

92 Lough Carra

93 Carrowmore Lake

94 Cong

95 Conn & Cullin

96 Lough Corrib

97 Costello & Fermoyle

98 Lough Currane

99 Delphi

100 Drowes & L. Melvin

101 Erriff

102 Feale

103 Finn

104 Galway Weir

105 Inagh

106 Kylemore Abbey

107 Laune

108 Lennon

109 Lough Mask

110 Moher Lough

111 Moy

112 Screebe

113 Lough Sheelin

114 Slaney

115 Suir

 N O R T H E R N    

 I R E L A N D
 

116 Ballinderry

117 Bush

118 Bann 

119 Mourne

120 Sixmilewater

F I S H I NG  R E P ORT SF I S H I NG  R E P ORT S England and Wales
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England
& Wales
BORDER ESK

SINCE DEC 17 the river has
never been lower than two feet
above normal level. At Canonbie
the river peaked at just over 9 ft
on Dec 20, and on Jan 10 it rose
to almost 8 ft above normal.

Visiting rods are welcome to
apply to the Esk and Liddel
Angling Club; there is a £50
joining fee for all new members.
Contact Bill Frew by e-mail:
enquiries@byreburnfoot.co.uk
or Ian Blackett on 
013 873 71301.

In recent seasons Esk rods
have encountered a few more
spring salmon, with odd ones
caught in late March and April.
Beats such as Fauld and
Burnfoot, Longtown Bridge
and up towards Canonbie can
hold a few spring salmon.

The Longtown Bridge
Fishings have some season
vacancies. Contact Steven
Nichols, 37 Kirtle Place, Gretna,
DG16 5DE. Tel: 01461 758 335;
mobile: 0791 730 2034.

Brown trout fishing opens on
the River Lyne on March 15
with the river once again well
and truly scoured after many
winter spates, including a few
huge ones thatwill have
changed many pools. –
BORDER ROD.

BRISTOL 
WATERS

PRICES FOR the coming season
have been announced. Chew
boats will now cost £40 for a full
day, and £28.50 for an evening
boat. Afternoon boats have
been scrapped. Concessionary
tickets will be £38 for a full day.
Juniors will pay £28.50.

On Blagdon a boat with
engine for the day costs £42,
and a rowing boat £38.
Concessionary tickets will be
£38 or £36, depending upon
provision  of a motor. Evenings
will be £30 or £26.50 – again
there are to be no afternoon
boats. Juniors pay £26.50
or £25.50.

Bank tickets covering anglers
for all waters – Blagdon, Chew
or Barrows – will be £25 for a
full day, with concessions £23.
Afternoon tickets will be £20
and juniors pay £13. Tickets cost
£19.50 on Chew and Blagdon for
a full day, £17.50 for 
concessions, £16.50 for an

afternoon ticket and £9 for 
juniors. To fish Barrows only, the 
tickets will be £16.50 for a full 
day, £15 for concessions, £14.50 
for an afternoon and £7.50 for 
juniors.

The opening days have also 
been announced for the season. 
Barrows, which are now in 
theory open all year round, close 
for a fortnight in order to 
restock. So, from Feb 15 the 
lakes will be closed. The season 
then re-opens on March 1 for 
season-ticket holders, then to 
everyone else the lakes will be 
open from March 3.

Blagdon will open to season-
ticket holders on March 8, while 
for everyone else opening day is 
March 10. Chew has its season-
ticket holders’ day on March 15 
and opens to the public on 
March 17.

I will have news of stocking 
in my next report. – 
MARTIN COTTIS.

CONWY

A HUGE amount of rain in 
December – over a metre fell 
during this one month in Capel 
Curig – drove the river up to
near-record levels and led to
widespread flooding. After
successive very high 4 m-plus
levels towards the end of 2015,
the river rose even higher, to
4.75 m on the Cwm Llanerch
gauge on Dec 26, matching the
highest level ever recorded,
in November 2009.

Another high peak on Jan 7
caused the river again to breach
flood barriers. Not only did
these series of floods inundate
agricultural land along the 
valley, at times some roads and 
parts of the railway were under 
water and houses in Betws, 
Llanrwst and various villages 
were affected.

Many trees along the river 
have been undermined, some 
have fallen in and I hear reports 
of a landslide by the Beaver 
pool. Footbridges have been 
damaged and it would be 
surprising if some fishing huts 
haven’t ended up in the Irish 
Sea. Significant gravel 
movements have taken place 
and inevitably many redds will 
have been washed out. 
Probably all we can hope for 
here is some late spawning 
with the river getting back to 
more reasonable levels.

Many anglers have worries 
about the proposed hydro 
scheme around Conwy Falls and 
the Fairy Glen. As we know, 
Snowdonia National Park have 

requested more information
before coming to a decision and
I understand that Natural 
Resources Wales have not
granted an abstraction licence
so far. It was thought that a final
decision about this would be
made at a National Park 
committee meeting in January,
but I think this has now been
postponed until March.

I’m disappointed to report
that the Conwy Valley Fisheries
and Conservation Association
(CVF&CA) has come to an end.
This organisation, which 
brought together angling clubs
and riparian owners along the
river, was established in 1985
following the construction of
the fish-pass around the Conwy
Falls. Since then, the main
purpose of the association has
been to manage the juvenile
salmon regeneration project in
which smolt ponds were dug by
spawning streams flowing into 
the Lledr, the Llugwy and the 
upper Conwy, with parr being 
brought on over winter in these 
ponds, then released in the 
spring – or self-released in 
some cases.

The parr for these ponds 
were bought from what was 
then EA (Wales), which grew 
these juvenile fish at the 
Mawddach Hatchery from 
fertilised eggs stripped from 
Conwy salmon. These were 
caught at the end of the season 
by CVF&CA members fishing 
specifically for broodstock, or 
caught in the fish-trap by the 
Blue pool – and later released 
back into the river as kelts. In 
most seasons there were more 
fry growing on at the hatchery 
than could be accommodated in 
the smolt ponds, so these 
excess fish were released along
suitable stretches of the upper
tributaries. This helped to quell
perpetual arguments as to 
whether it was better/more
cost-effective to release 
juvenile salmon as fry or smolts
– we did both!

There were attempts to
quantify the proportion of 
smolt-pond-reared fish in the
total adult salmon run, but this
proved very difficult. Some

salmon parr were fin-clipped
before being transferred to the
ponds, but not all, and there
was the inevitable problem of 
variable reporting of such fish 
when caught. Estimates varied 
widely from just a few per cent 
of the run, based on anglers’ 
catch reports, to as high as a 
third, on the basis of fish 
trapped at the Blue pool. What 
we can say for sure is that there 
is now an annual run of adult 
fish ascending the Conwy Falls 
fish-pass whereas previously 
(as these falls are impassable to 
salmon going upstream) there 
was none. How large this run of 
fish normally is it’s difficult to 
say, as the fish-counter in the 
pass seems perpetually to 
malfunction, but, at the least, 
it’s several hundred fish a year. 

Unfortunately, a few years 
ago, when EA (Wales) became 
NRW, management of that 
organisation decided that such 
stocking of juvenile fish was not 
a good idea (there isn’t space to 
go into all the arguments) and 
this whole initiative came to an 
end. Since then, the CVF&CA 
has rather lacked purpose and 

at the last AGM no members
could be found who were willing
to take over as chairman and
secretary and the body was 
dissolved. To my mind this was 
a significant loss – yes, the 
relatively new Clwyd & Conwy 
Rivers Trust (now including 
Gwynedd rivers) has taken on 
some of the association’s remit, 
particularly to do with water 
quality and testing, invertebrate 
and fish density surveys, 
improvement projects and so 
on. But there are some areas – 
often contentious – where the 
trust cannot go: I’m thinking of 
things like the access to rivers 
debate with the aggressive 
demands of canoeists at the 
forefront; the continual 
problems of poaching with a 
lack of EA/NRW bailiffs and the 
very significant problem of 
predation by piscivorous birds. 
With these sorts of difficulties a 
single river-wide organisation 
speaking with one voice is 
likely, in my opinion, to be more 
effective than clubs and 
individuals giving either diverse 
views or none at all.

I cannot leave the subject of 

orvis.co.uk

Fears for 
redds in 
Conwy’s 
floods

MARCH BROWN SPIDER
This is a great river pattern when March browns or large brook 

duns are hatching. Fish singly or with a team of Spiders.

Hook Size 10-12 Kamasan B-400  Thread Pearsall’s gossamer 
No 6a, orange  Rib Fine gold wire  Tail Brown partridge fibres  
Body Rabbit fur from nape of neck  Hackle Brown partridge

A TROUT FLY FOR MARCH
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CORNWALL

ALL RIVERS and the South-west
Lakes in Cornwall are now
closed. It is still too early to
evaluate the Cornish rivers’
performance for the 2015
season, as the Environment
Agency catch returns will take
some time to be submitted and
compiled. Similarly, angling
associations such as Bodmin,
Wadebridge and Liskeard will
be in the same position.

However, two private beats
on the River Camel –
Butterwell Farm Fishery and
Tresarrett Fishery – have
released details. These appear
to confirm the many concerns
that have been expressed
nationally.

When asked to give a review
of the 2015 season Sam
Hamilton, of the lower-beat
Butterwell Farm Fishery, stated:
“Our sea-trout season was very
lightly fished in comparison
to previous years, which
contributed to the low total of
48. The peal run was poor and
spread out. We even had fresh
sea-trout returned on fly in
November when conditions
settled briefly. We fared better
with the larger sea-trout early
on, with a reasonable number of
fish over 3 lb. The largest sea-
trout weighed 8 lb and we also
had fish of 5 lb and a 6 lb.

“The salmon season was
poor with a dearth of back-end
fish. It became apparent that a
reasonable number of fish had
again run in the summer, with
good catches in September.
After a cold start to the year
it has been a very warm autumn
with only one frost. Water
levels in the past two months
were hardly ever favourable for
Butterwell to encourage fresh
fish to linger. These factors
undoubtedly contributed to only
23 salmon in 2015: our worst on
record. Let’s hope weather and
migration patterns settle down
again after a challenging year.”

Similar observations were
made by Bill Pope of the mid-
beat Tresarrett Fishery:

“2015 was a disappointing
year for sea-trout and salmon
fishing. From May to September
Angling 2000 fished the
Tresarrett water with many
brown trout caught, mostly on
fly, of which nearly all were
returned. As these fishermen
mostly fished during the day,
only the odd sea-trout was
caught. The salmon season was
mostly fished by fishermen
staying in the cottage on the

the CVF&CA without noting at
least a few of the anglers who
freely gave up a huge amount of
their time over the years on
behalf of this organisation.
Richard Stock was secretary
and chairman in the early years
and guided the association in
the 1980s. John Reynolds was
chairman in the 1990s with Syd
Badland an influential treasurer.
Keith Heminsley did a huge
amount of work as secretary in
both millennia and Frank Lysak
helped to raise money for the
association when it was
strapped for cash in the mid
1990s. More recently,  
Roger Latham, as chairman
and riparian owner on the Lledr,
looked after the smolts in the
Roman Bridge pond, and
Chris White, the most recent
secretary, has worked 
tirelessly for years.  
During this time broodstock
collection was often carried out
by anglers such as  
Bob Wilson, Paul Dono,
Tony Godbert, Peter Pugh,
Malcolm Adshead  
and others. 

I remain at maxcoventry@
aol.com or please leave a
message on 01352 720 152. –
MAX COVENTRY.

COQUET

LIKE MOST Northumbrian rivers 
the Coquet has had its share of 
spates and floods to as high as 
3.5 metres. 
The Northumbrian Anglers’ 
Federation fees for this  season 
remain the same as last year, 
though an adult trout permit has 
been reduced to £50 and £30 
concessionary. Salmon visitor 
permits are available only from 
the head bailiff. To apply for a 
season permit send your 
cheque, payable to NAF and 
enclose a 9 in by 6 in SAE to the 
Head Bailiff, Northumbrian 
Anglers’ Federation, 15 
Woodlands, Rothbury, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE65 7XZ.  
Tel: 01669 620 984 for  
further details.

 Following the federation 
AGM, the trustees have advised 
that, after discussions with the 
Wild Trout Trust, it was decided 
not to stock the Coquet with any 
triploid brown trout in 2016. It is 
hoped that by improving the 
habitat of specific areas in 
conjunction with the Wild Trout 
Trust and the Northumberland 
Rivers Trust this will improve 
the river. Trout fishing begins on 
March 22. – DAVID CARRICK.

property, with the total caught
only just reaching double
figures. Nearly all fish, with
weights varying between 4 lb
and 10 lb, were coloured and
therefore returned. The
highlight was when Lilly Barrett,
aged ten, caught a 5 lb salmon:
her first time fishing.”

However, as Andrew Flitcroft
wrote in his Editor’s letter in the
January issue of T&S:

 “We need fish-counters on
rivers. That is surely the only
way you can ascertain robust
figures and truly know what you
are dealing with on a 
catchment-by-catchment river-
by-river basis.” 

Unfortunately, the Camel
does not have a fish-counter. It
may well be that because of
prolonged high water,
particularly towards the end of

the season, many fish passed
quickly through. But conversely,
it may simply be that the fish
weren’t there – who knows?
One notable aspect at the back-
end of the 2015 season was the
dearth of fresh fish. One can
only be optimistic and look to
the 2016 season. Hopefully, the
conservation work undertaken
by volunteers over the past
three seasons in the upper
reaches of the Camel will
encourage more fish to take
advantage of the cleaned
gravels and create more redds.
Certainly, last season saw more
fry in this location than had
been previously observed.”

The season on the Fowey
appears to have been a good
one, with a reasonably healthy
run of salmon. However, as on
the Camel, fish caught at the
end of the season were mostly
coloured – there were very few
fresh ones. Sea-trout numbers
appear to have held up, and
certainly were no 
disappointment. The Glynn
Valley syndicate’s water, the
private mid-beat above Bodmin
Parkway, produced 56 sea-
trout, the biggest a 7 lb 8 oz fish
taken on fly at night, and 13
salmon. Unlike the Camel, the
Fowey is equipped with a fish-
counter. Figures are available up

to August 2015 and may be 
obtained from the River Fowey 
website: www.riverfowey.org/
categories/fish-counter/essays

Arthur White, president of 
the Lynher River Association, 
gives an encouraging review of 
the 2015 season for this Tamar 
tributary, commenting: “It can 
be considered generally one of 
good results. The early run of 
larger sea-trout was 
encouraging, particularly in 
May, and fish to 9 lb were 
caught right through until the 
season end. The school peal run 
was less than in some recent 
years, and generally night-
fishing was disappointing. Low 
water in the summer kept 
salmon catches down, but an 
August spate saw good 
numbers of grilse run, with a 
preponderance of cock fish, 
unlike recent years, when they 
have been scarce. Salmon 
continued to be taken up to the 
end of the season, with 
evidence that the run continued 
into the close season.”

Catch and return information 
for rivers may be obtained from 
the website: www.gov.uk/
government/policies/
freshwater-fisheries

Day and week tickets for 
both the Fowey and Camel, 
which open on April 1 and May 
1 respectively,  may be obtained 
from Roger Lashbrook. Roger is 
an invaluable source of 
information and advice for 
anyone wishing to take 
advantage of the sport these 
rivers offer. Contact Roger 
Lashbrook, Roger’s Tackle Shop, 
Higher Bore Street, Bodmin, 
Cornwall PL31 1JE.  
Tel: 01208 78006.

For those wishing to arrange 
fishing and/or accommodation 
for the coming season contact  
Bill Pope, Tresarrett Fishery, 
Tresarrett Manor Farm, Blisland, 
Bodmin PL30 4QQ. E-mail 
w440pope@btinternet.com    
Tel: 01208 850 338. Or Sam 
Hamilton, Butterwell Farm 
Fishery, Butterwell Farm, 
Nanstallon, Bodmin PL30 5LQ. 
E-mail info@butterwellfarm.
com   Tel: 01208 831 515. – 
RICHARD BRISTOW.

CUMBERLAND 
DERWENT

FOLLOWING THE immense 
volume of water falling across 
Cumbria during the winter 
storms many parts of the 
Derwent have been  
significantly restructured. 

Apart from the inevitable 

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

River Spey, Castle Water
This double-bank beat runs downstream for about two miles 
from the old Fochabers road bridge and has six named pools: 
the Bridge pool, Upper Birks, Birks, Spoot, Slabs and Quarry 
pool. Most of the entire length of the beat, which is only 
about four miles to the mouth of the Spey, is fishable. 
The beat has a very comfortable hut with a veranda, and 
overlooks the Birks pool. The hut has a woodburning stove, 
gas cooker and WC. The beat has a gillie and boats.  
Day-tickets for salmon start at  £40. 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Spey/GordonCastle/?dom=Pal

Better 
numbers of 
fry seen in 
upper Camel
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swathes of flood debris draped
some 20 ft above the summer
water level, there are some
huge drifts of gravel and
boulders across many fields
above and below Cockermouth,
while fences strewn with reeds,
timber and other assorted
flotsam are laid out across the
flood plain. 

Those middle and lower
parts of the Derwent where the
river has been able to spread
across the flood plain have
generally sustained less in-river
damage than where the river
has been constricted. The upper
parts, though, particularly the
Greta between Keswick and
Threlkeld, have seen huge
landslips where trees and
vegetation have been ripped
away, exposing steep cliffs of
glacial deposits, and throughout
this area the channel has cut
down back to bedrock for a
height of between 12 ft and
15 ft feet above the water.

Stretches of river that were
once tree-lined, popply runs
with boulders offering good
wild trout fishing are now rapid
channels. It will take a long time
for the steep slopes on these
eroded bends to drop back to a
level where trees and 
vegetation can gain a foothold.
Meanwhile, each successive
rainfall washes more silt into
the river and numerous tilting
trees hang precariously by their
roots 50 ft above the water,
waiting to fall and start the
natural stabilisation of
the water’s edge.

I hear that over on the
Cocker a portion of the
excellent work carried out by
the West Cumbria Rivers Trust
on the Whitbeck has been
washed out with a 70-metre
stretch badly affected.

We have a new river system
to rediscover. As always there
will be winners and losers. Last
year’s spawning will have
suffered and lots of juvenile fish
have been left high, dry and
dead. Perhaps those pushing for
hatcheries might now have
more weight as just a few
salmon eggs and fry in reserve
would be better than nothing.
But for now the river needs to
settle, stabilise and repopulate
itself from the bottom of the
food chain upwards. 

Walking the Greta on Jan 14
we turned stones and found a
few caddis and stone-clinging
nymphs. Nature has a way of
redressing the balance and
spring is just around the corner!
– ERIC HOPE.

DEE 
AND CLWYD

AS I write (Jan 12) it seems the 
rain has hardly let up since it 
started, which, as we all know, 
was just days after the close of 
last season. As this report is 
due for publication in the March 
issue of T&S, let’s away with 
the pessimism of last season 
and look forward to 2016. 
      The Dee has been running so 
high and for so long that there is 
little to report, as only the 
hardiest of anglers have been 
out grayling fishing: those who 
made the effort have been 
rewarded with some nice fish. A 
case of local knowledge and 
much skill  – they surely
earned their fish.

By now Dee anglers will be
tense with anticipation, since
the season opens on March 3,
so I thought it might be nice to
seek the advice of the local
experts on what flies to fish.
One of the most popular Dee
flies is the Cascade; throughout
the season it accounts for many
fish and it’s a fly I regularly see
in action on my visits to the
river. As you might expect,
variants of the Stoat’s Tail also 
do well, as do any 
predominantly black flies. The 
Willie Gunn also accounts for a 
number of Dee fish. 

I had a very interesting 
conversation with one of the 
river’s top rods who fishes only 
the fly, whatever the conditions, 
and who designs his flies for 
heavy water to fish much like a 
spinner: deep and slow. In this 
case he is convinced that depth 
and speed are far more 
important than pattern and so 
uses only tube-flies fished in 
such a manner as to be all but 
bouncing across the river 
bottom.  I would not presume to 
provide any more specific 
details such as size and speed 
as I have no doubt you all have 
your own views in that regard, 
save to say that it surprises me 
just how small the flies used 
are, as the Dee generally runs 
very cold, especially when the 
Tryweryn water is released. 

Please watch out for tagged 
spring fish and return the tags 
as requested to NRW.

For years the Dee was 
considered a poor sea-trout 
river, but oh how things have 
changed! The number and size 
of fish seems to be growing at a 
remarkable rate. Double-figure 
fish are becoming increasingly 
common and individual angler’s 
recorded catches often reach 

50 fish for the season. The
number of anglers taking up the
sport seems also to be
increasing, but please check
that night-fishing is permitted
on the water you fancy trying:
Corwen Angling Club allows
night-fishing only on a limited
number of their beats.

Midland Fly Fishers lost their
boat in the floods; it was last
seen at the Horse Shoe Weir in
Llangollen, and I understand a
small reward is offered for its
return or for reporting is
location.

The Clwyd and Elwy have
also been in flood since the
close of the season, the Elwy

peaking at 3.68 m above normal
level on Dec 26 compared with
the Dee at 2.37m at Corwen on
Dec 27. The Clwyd, while high,
recorded levels well below
these, which we hope will mean
less in-river damage.

For the past three years the
Clwyd has fished exceedingly
well for sea-trout and some
anglers had catches of over 50
fish. Clwyd sea-trout have not
historically been large, fish of
5 lb being exceptional, but over
the past three years fish of
9 lb-plus have been returned, so
when the water is low night-
fishing on the Clwyd can be very
rewarding. With no in-season
floods, salmon fishing on the
Clwyd has been poor in recent
years, but falling water
following a decent flood can be
very productive after early
September.

The Elwy runs very shallow
in low water at the Junction
pool, where it meets the Clwyd,
but not so low as to inhibit the
entry of sea-trout to the river,
though the weir just above St
Asaph has been a problem in
past seasons. We can only hope
that the temporary repairs 
made by NRW address this
issue in 2016. I hope we see
more night-fishing this year on
the Elwy and look forward to
reporting some good Elwy sea-
trout. Given good water, the
Elwy can fish remarkably well
for salmon, so keep an eye on
the river gauges.

Wild brown trout fishing on 
both rivers can be excellent, 
with good hatches of flies as 
the weather warms and fish 
over 12 inches quite common. – 
ALLAN CUTHBERT.

DERBYSHIRE 
WATERS

AT THE time of writing (mid 
January) following the mildest 
December on record and many 
weeks of heavy and sometimes 
continuous rain that caused 
widespread flooding, the long 
awaited proper winter weather 
has finally arrived. 

Clearing rivers and hard 
frosts should cause the grayling 
to shoal up, producing the right 
conditions for some really good 
sport during coming weeks. 
However, grayling fishing can 
only continue until the end of 
the coarse-fishing season on 
March 14. Thereafter, the trout 
season will begin, on March 18. 

While the recent flooding 
has not been as extensive as in 
previous years, it has been more 
prolonged, to the extent that 
familiar underwater features 
and favourite wading haunts 
may have changed considerably. 
Simple precautions such as a 
wading stick and lifejacket 
may help. 

Weather permitting, the first 
of our major reservoirs to open 
this year will be Foremark and 
Ladybower on March 1, 
followed by Carsington Water 
on March 12. For those who 
can’t wait that long, Thornton 
Reservoir, just over the border in 
Leicestershire, opens on Feb 1. 
– DAVID M. THELWALL.

DEVON

CONSTANT RAIN continued into 
the New Year, keeping the 
Devon rivers high and coloured, 
so the opportunities for 
counting redds were impossible 

on the larger rivers and 
restricted to the upper reaches 
of the streams that run down 
from the moors. However, 
observations that were possible 
indicated some encouraging 
spawning activity.

The last of the salmon fishing 
in 2015 came to an end on Dec 
15 on the Plym and Yealm. 
There were reports of above-
average late runs of salmon on 
both rivers and the odd salmon 
caught. On the Meavy, a 
tributary of the Plym, good 
numbers of redds were seen, 
but in the high water it was 
difficult to know whether these 
belonged to salmon or large 
sea-trout.

February 1 marked the 
opening of the salmon season 
on the Dart and Teign but most 
anglers wait at least until 
March before making the first 
cast. Many more rivers open for 
salmon fishing at the beginning 
of March, followed by the start 
of brown trout fishing on March 
15, as well as sea-trout fishing 
on many of them.

Some of the best early 
salmon fishing is usually in 
north Devon on the Taw and 
Torridge, where fishing starts 
on March 1. Although 
opportunities for the visiting 
angler are limited, permits to 
fish on over two miles of the 
Taw above Umberleigh can be 
obtained by ringing Ivan 
Huxtable on 01769 540 835. On 
the lower Taw, fishing is 
available from Tim Stoop at 
Huish Moor; www.huishmoor.
com  or Tel: 01271 860 450. On 
the Torridge the Half Moon 
Hotel continues to offer permits 
on beats from the tidal water at 
Beam upstream through the 
middle reaches and up to 
Sheepwash in the higher 
reaches. Tel 01409 231376. 

From the Arundell Arms, 
David Pilkington reported the 
wettest December on record, 

orvis.co.uk

Watch out for 
tagged Dee 
salmon this 
spring
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ending with Storm Frank, which
produced the biggest spate of
the winter so far, the Tamar
breaking its banks. January
started in the same manner,
with the rivers out in the fields
again a few days later. Not
surprisingly, grayling fishing
was almost completely written
off, but Pete Tyjas and friends
did manage an odd day when
the rivers were just about
fishable. They caught a few
grayling on the Lyd on heavy
nymphs in very testing
conditions. Salmon spawning
seemed to be late, possibly due
to the unnaturally high
temperatures, but a few fish
were seen spawning on the
middle and upper beats of the
Lyd, and good numbers of sea-
trout were seen on the Inny.
The major floods brought down
a number of trees; damage is
still being assessed at the time
of writing and, with fields
totally saturated, any work will
have to wait until the ground is
dry enough to take a vehicle.
The Arundell Arms is continuing
to run two- and four-day
beginners’ courses this year, as
well as offering individual
tuition in all casting and fishing
techniques. New for this year is
the 3-Day 3-Fish Challenge,
offering guided fishing to catch
a sea-trout at night, a wild 
brown trout and then a bass, all 
on fly. It is suitable for 
experienced anglers who can 
cast competently and walk a 
mile. Tel: 01566 784 666, or 
e-mail reservations@
arundellarms.com. 

There have been more 
reports of good salmon 
spawning on the Barle at the 
top of the Exe system and the 
trapping of salmon for the River 

Exe and Tributaries Association
has produced far more eggs
than usual for the hatchery at
Exebridge. For trout and grayling
fishermen, the Dulverton
Angling Association, with about
five miles of fishing on the
Little Exe, Barle and Haddeo,
continues to be open for new
members with an annual
subscription of £35. Contact the
Association at www.
dulvertonanglingassociation.
org.uk.

On the Teign, 2015 catch
returns for the Lower Teign

Fishing Association show a
small drop in salmon catches
and a substantial drop in sea-
trout catches compared to 2014.
The total for salmon was 50,
with the best fish of 12 lb 5 oz
caught by Jeff Sharland,
followed by a 10 lb 7 oz salmon
for Bruce Hickleton, while
Robert Dadd had the biggest on
fly at 8 lb 6 oz. The biggest of
the 367 sea-trout in 2015 was a
fish of 9 lb for Bruce Hickleton,
followed by Neil Osborne’s fish
of 8 lb 12 oz. Ian Mackinnon
caught the best brown trout on
fly at 1 lb 2 oz, but bigger fish
were caught while spinning for
salmon, including one of
3 lb 4 oz for Neil Robertson.

Following requests from
anglers, the Westcountry
Angling Passport scheme is

bringing back its guide, which
will be available from March at
£4.99 plus postage. However,
full information about the beats
will continue to be available on
the website www.
westcountryangling.com. The
guide will be obtainable from
the website or phone
01579 372 140.

A major development to help
the recovery of the endangered
salmon stocks on the Dart was
announced in December. The
three remaining licensed
salmon netsmen on the estuary
have agreed to stop fishing
permanently in return for
undisclosed compensation paid
by the North Atlantic Salmon
Fund, with support from funds
raised by the Dart Fisheries
Association, a voluntary body
that represents anglers and
fishery owners on the Dart.

However, on the Teign
estuary the net limitation order
will remain at three, with a
review after five years. The
Teign Fisheries Association
expressed disappointment with
the outcome, which failed to
recognise the much greater
socio-economic value of the rod
fishery and the voluntary catch-
and-release arrangements
by the rods.

The South West Fly Fair will
take place on Feb 27 at
Roadford Lake, from
10 am-4 pm. There will be
demonstrations and clinics for
fly-casting, fly-tying, float-
tubing and kayaking, as well as
trade stands, split-cane rod
making and cookery
demonstrations. There will be
plenty of expert advice
available, including that from
Charles Jardine. Entry is £3 for
adults but free for those under
18. Information from www.
swlakestrust.org.uk –
MIKE WEAVER.

DOVEY

AS I write this report, in mid
January, some semblance of
winter has arrived. Rivers are
starting to settle, mild
temperatures are being 
replaced by a cold snap, days 
are lengthening and a new 
season is a few months away.

Since last season ended, the 
Dovey has been bank-high most 

eks and the valley flooded on 
four or five occasions. There has 
been considerable damage to 
stiles and footbridges, along 
with bank erosion and gravel 
movements. Many pools 
will have altered. 

As temperatures and river
levels fall, our final stocking of
sea-trout parr will take place
in local tributaries.

For information on fishing
Dovey Association water this
year contact our secretary,
Richard Evans, on 01654 702
721 or write to him at NDFA,
The Plas, Machynlleth, Powys
SY20 8ER. Weekly permits and
upper-reaches permits are
also available from our
distributors, Mr News,
newsagents, Machynlleth.Tel:
01654 702 495, and The Post
Office, Cemmaes Road. Tel:
01650 511 422. My e-mail
address is gwil.dovey@yahoo.
co.uk .– G. H. THOMAS.

EDEN

AFTER HORRENDOUS flooding,
the Eden is at last falling as I
write (mid January).

Conditions on opening day
were certainly not ideal, with
the river still pretty high but
reasonably clean. Bank erosion
has been severe in several
areas. Parts of the river below
Wetheral have been badly
scarred and even on the
Warwick Hall beat severe
erosion has occurred just
below the bridge.

It is unclear whether or not
spring fish are in the river and,
with fishing pressure likely to be
light, it may be several weeks
before we know what stock is
there. Trout fishing begins on
March 15.

A number of organisations
have a wide variety of access to
some lovely trout fishing.
Appleby AA has some water
offering top-class trout and
grayling fishing. Contact H.
Pigney and Son, Chapel Street,
Appleby CA16 6QR.
Tel: 017683 51240.

Brampton AA controls
some lovely fishing on the River
Irthing, Gelt, Kingwater and

Cambeck. Tel: 016977 2359 or 
visit www.bramptonangling.
plus.com/

Carlisle AA controls seven 
miles of the Eden. Contact 
Mr N. Austin, 5 Belfry Close, 
Carlisle, Cumbria CA3 9QE. 
Tel: 01228 592 745.

Kirkby Stephen and 
District AA controls nine miles 
plus other access on Eden 
tributaries. Tel: 017683 51552.

Penrith AA controls more 
than 40 miles of excellent trout 
fishing on the Eden, Lowther 
and Eamont. Contact Mr A. 
Dixon on 01768 88294 or visit 
www.penrithanglers.co.uk

March should see a few 
more salmon in the river. Trout 
fishing on Ullswater opens on 
March 15. For boat hire, contact 
St Patrick’s Boat Landing on 
01768 482 393. – 
CUMBRIAN ROD.

GR AFHAM

WITH MILD weather continuing 
throughout December and early 
January, the fishing has 
continued to be spectacular, 
particularly from the bank. The 
prevailing southerly wind has 
made fishing on the north shore 
difficult at times. Most 
locations from Hedge End to the 
dam wall have seen success, 
with a number of limit bags of 
six fish. The catch rate for most 
anglers has been good and the 
average is now well over 
four fish per visit. 

A floating or neutral-density 
line with Shrimps, Diawl Bachs 
and Minkies fished slowly and 
very close to margin is the best 
method. Deep wading is not 
necessary. While fishing the 
bank near Pylon Point in the first 
week of January, I saw one boat 
angler, drifting continually to the 
bank, catch eight large fish in a 
hour. He finished and must have 
been home before lunch. 
Anglers calling into the tackle-

Good reports 
of salmon 
spawning 
on Barle

SOOTY PALMERED 
PENNELL

An excellent fly for a spring duckfly hatch on the Irish loughs.
Hook Size 12-4 Kamasan B170 medium weight  Thread Olive 

Tail Hot-orange dyed golden pheasant tippets  Rib Oval gold tinsel 
Body Sooty olive dyed seal’s fur or substitute 

Body hackle Sooty olive dyed cock hackle, palmered  
Head hackle Sooty olive dyed cock hackle

A FLY FOR MARCH
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LANCASHIRE’S LARGEST GUN AND TACKLE STORE

Est 1975
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nsmiths, Fishing Tackle & Country Clothing

Tel: 01524 32033 Fax: 01524 843470
 Great John St, Lancaster LA1 1NQ  (5 mins from M6 motorway J34)
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FOR PRICES TOO HOT
TO PRINT RING NOW EXPRESS P&P CHARGES

U.K. MAINLAND INCL. MOST OF SCOTLAND
Small Items: £3.00 Medium Items: £6.00

Large Items Incl Rods & Waders: 24hr £7.99
NORTHERN IRELAND & HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND

Large Items Incl Rods: EXPRESS DELIVERY £12.00
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EXCLUSIVE EMAILED OFFERS AVAILABLE
SUBSCRIBE NOW! TO ŝŶĨŽΛĨĂǁĐĞƩ�ƐŽŶůŝŶĞ�ĐŽŵ

IKON GUIDING WADERS
CHEST, WAIST OR HIP
WADERS
ϰ�ϱ ůĂǇĞƌ ǁĂĚĞƌ ĨĂďƌŝĐ ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ
ďƌĞĂƚŚĂďŝůŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ĚƵƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ
hypalon reinforced with no
seam leg cut.

Chest stocking foot RRP £199.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW.

Chest stocking foot with zip
RRP £259.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW.

Waist stocking foot RRP £199.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW

Hip stocking foot RRP £99.99
OUR PRICE RING NOW

^ŝǌĞƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĂƌĞ�^ ʹ yy> ŝŶ ďŽƚŚ
short and long legs + king size

RING FOR LOWEST VISION
UK WADER PRICE
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VISION WADER PACKAGES

IKON 

£199.99
INCL FREE
HOPPER
FELT SOLE
BOOTS&
FREE UK
MAINLAND
P

PPER 

69.99
L FREE 
PPER
T SOLE 
OTS & 
EE UK 

INLAND 

IKON
WITH ZIP

£279
INCL FREE
HOPPER
FELT SOLE
BOOTS&
FREE UK
MAINLAND
P P

VISION
SUB ZERO
5MM
NEOPRENE
CHEST WADER
ALL SEAMS
TRIPLE SEWN
& TAPED
RRP £149.99

OUR PRICE

£119.00
SAVE

£99.99
SAVE

£99.99

STUDDED

SOLE

MAKO GUMMI
STUDDED

BOOTS

FRITCHY 
PROFESSIONAL

CATCH & RELEASE
FISHING PLIERS

? ^�>d t�d�Z Z�^/^d�Ed
FINISH

? �^^/^d�� ^WZ/E'
LOADED JAWS
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BRAID OR MONOLINES

SPECIAL PRICE
£29.99 EACH

INCL PRESENTATION BOX

 &S Tackle  

w January 

2015

RICES IN THE UK - GUARANTEED - WE WILL BEAT MOST PRICES

PARMARIS 
AUTOMATIC LIFE 

JACKETS 150N
HI FIT AUTO 
(Deep Wading) 

RRP £69.95
NOW 

£59.99
STANDARD 

AUTO 
RRP £69.95
NOW 

£59.99
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ODERN HARDY FLY REELS
192 St John Salmon& S/Trout Reel............................ ...£250
281 Golden Prince 7/8# Reel incl S/Spool ................. ...£195
636 Hardy Marquis no.6 reel plus spare spools........... .....£135 
638 Hardy Golden Prince 5/6 # reel incl. case .................................£140 
ϲϲ{DĂƌŬƐŵĂŶ ϰ�ϱη ƌĞĞů ŝŶĐů ŇǇ ůŝŶĞ................................................£125
711 Featherweight reel with line guard + DT4 line made in England... £125
712 Marquis No 7 Reel with line guard made in England ................£110
728 Marquis 8/9# Reel........................................................................£99
730 Gold Sovereign 7/8# Reel + S/Spool + Lines + Cases ........... £275
ϳϲϬDĂƌƋƵŝƐDƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ {��# Reel Cased ................................... £199
762 Marquis No10 Salmon/Sea Trout Reel Cased..................... £95
765 Princess Fly Reel Lightweight........................................... £100
766 Marquis No2 Salmon Reel incl. 2 S/Spools + Lines ........... £155
772 Viscount 140 Fly Reel incl. Line.......................................... £75
817 Marquis No2 Reel incl. S/Spool + Lines + Cases ............... £175
{ϭ{ DĂƌƋƵŝƐ DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ ZĞĞů н ϯ ^ƉŽŽůƐ н >ŝŶĞƐ н �ĂƐĞƐ .......... £295
819 Marquis 8/9 Reel incl. S/Spool + Lines + Cases................. £160
820 St Aidan Reel + 3 S/Spools + Lines + Cases....................... £275

ODERN FLY REELS
664 Wychwood Q-Flow 5/6# reel wide incl line........................ £25
ϲϲϲ 'ƌĞǇƐ ^ƚƌĞĂŵůŝƚĞ ϯ�ϰη ƌĞĞů т Ϯ Ɛ�ƐƉŽŽůƐ н ůŝŶĞƐ ................ £135
670 Greys GX300 4/5/6# reel incl line + case............................ £30
ϲϳϰ 'ƌĞǇƐ 'dy EŽ ϭ ϱ�ϲη ƌĞĞů н Ϯ ĐĂƐƐĞƩĞƐ н ĐĂƐĞ.................... £35
ϳϯϰ �ĂŝǁĂ ϯЪΗ {ϱ� DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ &ůǇ ZĞĞů ŝŶĐů� ůŝŶĞ....................... £25
735 Leeda LC100 Reel + 3 Spare Spools .................................... £25
737 Leeda LC80 Reel + 5 Spare Spools + Lines........................... £27
ϳϳϬ DŝƚĐŚĞůů ϯϯϬ �ƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ &ůǇ ZĞĞůƐ....................................... £55
821 Leeda Magnum 140D Reels + 2 Spools + Lines ................... £50
822 JW Youngs 1520 3½" Reel incl. S/Spool + Lines .................. £30
823 Leeda Magnum 200D Reel incl. 2 S/Spool + Lines .............. £55
824 Beallite 4¼" Wide Salmon Reel incl. S/Spool + Lines.......... £35

ARDY PERFECT FLY REELS
ϰϬϳ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯзΗ �ĂƌůǇ ����D............................... . £450
ϲϯϱ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯзΗ DŬ // ĐŚĞĐŬ н >�' ....................... . £295
ϭϯϮ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯзΗ �ƵƉ ŵĞĐŚ ĂŶĚ ďƌĂƐƐ ĨŽŽƚ ŝŶĐů ůŝŶĞ. .... £295
{Ϭϳ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯЯΗ ǁŝƚŚ ĞĂƌůǇ ĐŚĞĐŬ' ƌĂƌĞ................................... £425
{ϲ� WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯдΗ ǁŝƚŚ ŶŝĐŬĞů ƐŝůǀĞƌ >�' н ��& Đϭ�ϯϬ................. £375
��Ϭ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯЯΗ ����D' ĂŐĂƚĞ &�'' ��ĨŽŽƚ............................. £499
ϬϱϬ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯдΗ ĞĂƌůǇ ĐŚĞĐŬ' ŝǀŽƌŝŶĞ ŚĂŶĚůĞ' ϰ ĐƵƐƉƐ ............. £500
ϰϱϯ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯзΗ ůĞŌ ŚĂŶĚ ǁŝŶĚ ƌĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ ůŝŶĞ ŐƵĂƌĚ ŝŶĐ ƐƉŽŽů £395
ϱϭ� WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϯЯ� Z�,�t ǁŝƚŚ ĂŐĂƚĞ ŐƵŝĚĞ' ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ................ £395
ϳϭϬ WĞƌĨĞĐƚ ϰЪΗ ĐŝƌĐĂ ϭ�ϱϬƐ ǁŝƚŚ ĚƵƉůŝĐĂƚĞĚ ŵĞĐŚ �ϱй ďůĂĐŬ
ŝƐŚ ......................................................................................... £995
763 Perfect 3¾" Wide Salmon Reel incl. Spare Spool.............. £750

ARDY ST. GEORGE, UNIQUA,
SCOUNT AND SUNBEAM FLY REELS
ϯϭϰ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ dƌŽƵƚ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ƌĂƐƐ &ŽŽƚ .......... . £125
{ϯϮ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ dƌŽƵƚ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ ZŝďďĞĚ �ƌĂƐƐ &ŽŽƚ... .... £125
ϲ�ϲ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů D<// ǁŝƚŚ ^ŝŶŐůĞ �ŚĞĐŬ DĞĐŚ ............... £195
ϳϬϭ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ƵƉ D<// DĞĐŚ �Ϭй &ŝŶŝƐŚ............. £250
ϮϲϬ hŶŝƋƵĂ ϯЯΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ƵƉ DĞĐŚ ĂŶĚ ,ŽƌƐĞ ^ŚŽĞ >ĂƚĐŚ .. £165
ϱϲϬhŶŝƋƵĂ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ĂƌůǇ �ĂůŝƉĞƌ �ŚĞĐŬ н /ǀŽƌŝŶĞ,ĂŶĚůĞ.... £395
ϯ{ϳ ^ƚ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ �ŐĂƚĞ >ŝŶĞ 'ƵĂƌĚ Θ �ƌĂƐƐ &ŽŽƚ.. £275
ϱ{ϰ ^ƚ 'ĞŽƌŐĞ ϯдΗ ZĞĞů ǁŝƚŚ >ŝŶĞ 'ƵĂƌĚ ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ.................. £295
ϳϬϳ �ůĞǆ DĂƌƟŶ �dŚĞ �ĂůĞĚŽŶŝĂŶ� ϮвΗ ĚŝĂ ďǇ �ŝŶŐůĞǇ........... £199
ϳϬ{ ,ĂƌĚǇ �ŝƌŵŝŶŐŚĂŵ ŚĂůĨ ĞďŽŶŝƚĞ ϯвΗ ƌĞĞů �ƌŽĚ ŝŶ ŚĂŶĚ�... £495

ULTIPLIER, FIXED SPOOL AND CENTRE PIN REELS
Ϯ�Ϯ ,ĂƌĚǇ �ůƚĞǆ EŽ Ϯ ĮǆĞĚ ƐƉŽŽů ƌĞĞů ..................... .. £150
ϭ{� DŽƌƚĞǆ ŽĨ ^ŚĞĸĞůĚ ϰЬΗ ƚƌŽƫŶŐ Đ�ƉŝŶ ƌĞĞů ...... . £100
300 Hardy Altex No 3 reel incl s/spool.................... . £195
ϲϭϱ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ ϲϱϬϬ ,ŝŐŚ ^ƉĞĞĚ DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ... ...... £90
ϲϮϳ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ �, ϱϲϬϭ ŝŶ ďŽǆ ŵĂĚĞ ŝŶ ^ǁĞĚĞŶ .......... £75
ϲϳϱ �s^ YƵŝĐŬ dZy ϱϰϬ ĮǆĞĚ ƐƉŽŽů ƐƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ ƌĞĞů ..................... £10
ϳϮϬ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ ϲϬϬϬ� ďůĂĐŬ ŵ�ƉůŝĞƌ ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ ŽĨ ƐƉĂƌĞƐ £80
ϳϮϭ �ďƵ �ŵďĂƐƐĂĚĞƵƌ ϲϬϬϬ ƌĞĚ ŵ�ƉůŝĞƌ ŝŶĐů ĐĂƐĞ Θ ƐƉĂƌĞƐ...... £90
ϳϱϱ �ďƵ ϲϱϬϬ�^ WŽĐŬĞƚ DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ �ŽǆĞĚ................................. £55
ϳϱϲ �ďƵ ϲϬϬϭ� >,t �ůĂĐŬ DƵůƟƉůŝĞƌ �ŽǆĞĚ ............................ £65
ϳϱ{ �ďƵ �ĂƌĚŝŶĂů ϱϰ �ŽǆĞĚ .................................................... £140
759 Mitchell 300 Fixed Spool Reel incl. Spare Spool ................. £85

LMON FLY RODS
ϰϱ{ �ĂŝǁĂ tŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐ yd ϭϱΖϭϭη ϰ ƉŝĞĐĞ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ . .... £125
ϰϳϬ ,ĂƌĚǇ &ŝďĂůŝƚĞ ^ĂůŵŽŶ &ůƚ ϭϮΖϲΗ �η................. ... £95
514 Loop Adventure 15' 10# 3pc .......................... ... £85
577 Greys X-Flite 14' 9# 4pc Salmon Fly................. .. £150
592 Hardy Grey Graphite 16'11# deluxe................................. £150

A9927 sŝƐŝŽŶ 'dϰ �ϭϭ ĐĂƚĂƉƵůƚ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ ĞĚŝƟŽŶ EŽϲϰ ϭϱΖϭϬ�ϭϭη..£375
B8609 Hardy Deluxe Graphite Salmon Fly 15'4" 10#................... £150
�{ϲϭϬ ^ĂŐĞ 'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ /// ϭϰΖ �η ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ .................................... £275
D8611 Hardy Deluxe Graphite Salmon Fly 15'4" 10# .................. £115
�{ϲϱϮ tǇĐŚǁŽŽĚ dƌƵĞŇǇ ^>� ϭϯΖ {��η ϰ ƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ �ƵŶƵƐĞĚ�... £90
�{ϳϮ� ^ĂŐĞ 'ƌĂƉŚŝƚĞ /// ϭϱΖ ϭϬη ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ .................................. £260
�{ϳϱϯ 'ƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞ >yϭ ϭϮΖ�Η {��η ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ........................... £295

TROUT/SEA TROUT & SALT WATER FLY RODS
�{ϯϮϰ ,ĂƌĚǇ ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ tĂůŬĞƌ �>ŝƩůĞ >ĂŬĞ� �Ζϳη.............. ....... £90
�{ϱϭϭ tǇĐŚǁŽŽĚ dƌƵĞŇǇ {ΖϲΗ ϰ�ϱη.......................... ... £65
�{ϲϮϰ ' >ŽŽŵŝƐ EZy ϭϬΖ{η �ŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ .. . £450
A8568 Hardy Jet Sintrix �Ζ ϲη ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ.................... ...£299
�{ϲϰϰ 'ƌĞǇƐ y&Ϯ �Ζ ϲη ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ..................................... .........£99
�{ϲϰϱ 'ƌĞǇƐ 'ZϱϬ �ΖϲΗ ϲη ŝŶĐů� ƚƵďĞ.......................................................£99
�{ϲϰ{,ĂƌĚǇ �ĞŵŽŶ {ΖϰΗ ϯƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ................................................£150
�{ϲϱϬ 'ƌĞǇƐ 'ZϯϬ �ΖϲΗ ϲη ϰƉĐ ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ.................................................£80
C8651 Wychwood True Fly (SLA) 9'6" 7# 4pc..........................................£50
�{ϲϱϰ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'Zyŝ��Ζ�{��η�ϰƉĐ�ŝŶĐů�ƚƵďĞ..................................................£75
�{ϲϱϱ�'ƌĞǇƐ�'ZϱϬ��ΖϲΗ�ϳη�ϰ�ƉĐ�ŝŶĐů ƚƵďĞ �ƵŶƵƐĞĚ�..............................£110
C8656 Greys GRX 9' 5/6# ........................................................................£50
C8657 Ron Thompson Steelhead Pro 9' 5/6#.........................................£15
C8723 Hardy Jet 8'6" 3/4# Glass Trout Rod ............................................£65
C8731 Sage SP 10' 7η�ϯƉĐ�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ .............................................. £199
�{ϳϯϮ�^ĂŐĞ�^W��Ζ�ϱη�ŝŶĐů��ƚƵďĞ .................................................... £180
C8733 Hardy Sovereign 9'6" 7/8# .............................................. £175

SPINNING & BAIT RODS
A8659 Daiwa Vulcan-X 10' spinning rods................ ........ £45

CANE RODS
C8576 Hardy Gold Medal 12' 3pc Salmon Fly ............................. £250
�{ϳϮϮ�,ĂƌĚǇ�WĂůĂŬŽŶĂ�WĞƌĨĞĐƟ�ŽŶ �ΖϲΗ ǁŝƚŚ ŝŶƚĞƌŵĞĚŝĂƚĞ ǁŚŝƉƉŝŶŐƐ ....£185

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
15% THIS
MONTH

DEDUCT
10% THIS
MONTH

NEW LOOP NANO CROSS S1 RODS
AT VERY BEST UK PRICES
OPTI POWER SPEY 13' 9/10# 5pc RRP £579 SALE £434
�sKd�� ϭϬΖ �η ŵĞĚ�ĨĂƐƚ ĂĐƟŽŶ RRP £329 SALE £250

LOOP XACT2 SCANDI STYLE ROD SALE
14' 9# 4PC RRP £319.00 NOW £220.00

LOOP CLASSIC REEL RANGE NOW IN STOCK
RING FOR VERY BEST UK PRICE

ORIGINAL VIKING P.V.C. WADERS

ts/</E' ʹ >hy�
UDDED CHEST WADERS
P £85.00
R PRICE £69.99

ts/</E' ʹ >hy�
IGH WADERS
P £37.99
R PRICE £27.99

W HEAVY DUTY
ILLIE’S THIGH
RSION STUDDED

EAVY DUTY SOLE.
��^ ϳ%ϭϭ
P £69.99
R PRICE £45.50

E�ts/</E' ʹ >hy�
WAIST WADERS
RRP £53.99
OUR PRICE £37.99
NEW HEAVY DUTY
GHILLIE’S WAIST VERSION.
RRP £74.50
OUR PRICE £55.50
DELUXE 5mm NEOPRENE
CHEST WADERS
STOCKING FOOT
MODEL £129.99
OUR PRICE £89.99
HEAVY DUTY BOOT
FOOT MODEL £149.99
OUR PRICE £99.99

ƌĞŵŝƵŵ ƐŚŝŶŐ ŐĞĂƌ ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ ƐŝŶĐĞ ϭ ϱ

THE VERY BEST PVC WADERS AVAILABLE

RX NANO&NEW PRO 4X
Ring for best UK discount price

TECH
RODS

ACROSS, EXPLOSIVE, SL & XI MODELS
NEW STYLE SCANDINAVIAN STYLE RODS

ING
OW

FROM
NORWAY

ARDY
ANO SINTRIX

ING FOR OUR BEST UK DISCOUNT PRICE!

E WILL ENDEAVOUR TO GIVE YOU THE VERY
EST HARDY SERVICE AND PRICE GUARANTEED
- RING FOR THE BEST UK HARDY PRICE MOST
RICES WE WILL BEAT, OTHERS WE WILL MEET

PERFECT'S, BOUGLE, LIGHTWEIGHTS &
�

HARDY PERFORMANCE REELS ...
FORTUNA, ULTRALITE, SDS, CA,

A & CLS MODELS AT DISCOUNT PRICES�

IG DISCOUNT PRICES
U WILL NOT BUY AT LOWER PRICES 'GUARANTEED'

EW WRAITH, ZEPHRUS, JET, ZENITH
 SHADOW PERFORMANCE RODS

RIO GALLEGOS WADERS
Without zip
RRP £399
SALE £299
With zip
RRP £499
SALE £374
Med-XL

W SKEENA
RIVER
WADERS
RRP £330
SALE £247

TRALIGHT
ADING BOOTS

P £130.00
LE £97.50T

TAZUL
WADERS

RRP
£230

SALE
£172
Large
only

NEW
2015

SALE

S
A
L
E

B9977 Hardy Perfect 4¼" wide salmon reel with duplicated Mark II 
ĐŚĞĐŬ ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ǁŝƚŚ ŶŝĐŬĞů ƐŝůǀĞƌ ůŝŶĞ ŐƵĂƌĚ ĂŶĚ�ďƌĂƐƐ�
ĨŽŽƚ' ĐŝƌĐĂ ϭ�ϯϬ�Ɛ� /ŶĐů ƐŝůŬůŝŶĞ � ŵĂŐŶŝĮĐĞŶƚ ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ ............. £1995

SEE ACTUAL REEL PAGE 45 JULY 2015 TROUT & SALMON MAG

YOU DEMAND THE LOWEST PRICE AND WE
WILL TRY TO SUPPLY IT!! GUARANTEED!!

300 Reels from £34.00
900 Reels from £100.00

TS500 Reels from £43.00
TS700 Reels from £855.00

2016 RODS & REELS

EYS STRATA CT
EATHABLE CHE
DER&BOOTS

LT OR
BBER SOLE)
P £309.98
ES M-XXLK

R PRICE
99.99

L. UK EXPRESS P&P

EYS STRATA C
EATHABLE CHES

ADER &BOOTS
LT OR RUBBER SOLE)
P £249.99
ES M-XXLK

UR PRICE
69.99
L. UK EXPRESS P&P

L. "FREE" CTX
                       B TS 
                            DS

INCL. "FREE" CT BOOTS
&  SCREW STUDS

ING FOR BEST UK PRICE�
ϭϬ��ĂƐǇ��ĐƟ�ŽŶ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ £62.00
ϯϬ�DĞĚŝƵŵ��ĐƟ�ŽŶ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ ĨƌŽŵ £89.00
ϱϬ�&ĂƐƚ��ĐƟ�ŽŶ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ £115.00
ϱϬ�^ǁŝƚĐŚ�Θ�^ĂůŵŽŶ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ £170.00
ϳϬ�,ŝŐŚ�DŽĚƵůƵƐ�dƌŽƵƚ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚƐ� ĨƌŽŵ £170.00
Ϯ�&ůǇ�ZŽĚ� %ΖϲΗ�Žƌ�ϭϭΖ� ϳη άϮϭ%+%% £131.99
Ϯ�^ƚƌĞĂŵŇ�Ğǆ� %Ζ� ϲη άϮϬ%+%% £125.99
Ϯ�^�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ĂůŵŽŶ� ϭϯΖ� �η άϯϱ%+%% £215.99
Ϯ�d�Žƌ�^�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ĂůŵŽŶ� ϭϱΖ� ϭϬη άϯ%%+%% £199.99

MADE IN 
USA Reels

OR VIBRAM
STUDDED

1 . £99

VISION IKON
BREATHABLE BOOT
FOOTED CHEST
WADERS WITH
VIBRAM STUDDED
SOLE
D��%y>
RRP £299.99

£149.99
INCL FREE UK P&P

REDDINGTON
SONIC PRO 4 LAYER 
BREATHABLE CHEST 

WADERS

(with ultra sonic 
welded seams)
RRP £249.99

SALE £199.99

HALF PRICE

ALL AT LOWEST UK 
PRICES RING NOW!

HAND BUILT RODS
MADE IN ENGLAND

SMALL SELECTION OF RODS
FULL RANGE AVAILABLE

SPECIALIST RODS AT VERY
SPECIAL DISCOUNT PRICES

   RRP OUR PRICE

Norway MKII Speycaster  12' 7/9#  3pc £512 £384.00
Norway MKII Speycaster  14' 9/10#  3pc £537 £402.75
EŽƌǁĂǇ�ϰǆϰ�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�� ϭϱΖ�%�ϭϬη�� ϰƉĐ� άϲϮ%� £471.75
Powerlite Series Speycaster 14' 9/10#  3pc £753 £564.75
tĂůŬĞƌ�^ĞƌŝĞƐ�^ƉĞǇĐĂƐƚĞƌ�� ϭϰΖϲΗ�%�ϭϬη� ϯƉĐ� άϳϳϰ� £580.50
^ŚŽŽƟ�ŶŐ�,ĞĂĚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů�� ϭϰΖ�ϯϳŐƌŵ�� ϰƉĐ� άϲϰϳ� £485.25
Switch Series Special  11' 8#  3pc £668 £501.00
Double Speycaster 2/tops  14' 9&10#  3pc £1107 £830.00
DƵůƟ��^ƉŝŶ�^ƉŝŶŶŝŶŐ�ZŽĚ� ϭϬΖ�ϭϬ@ϯϬŐŵ�ϮƉĐ� άϰϬ%� £306.00
Powerlite Trout  9' 6#  3pc £449 £336.75
^ĂůŵŽŶ�Θ�^ĞĂ�dƌŽƵƚ�^ƉĞĐŝĂů� ϭϬΖϲΗ��η� ϯƉĐ� άϱϯϳ� £402.75
Powerlite Trout Travel  10' 7/8#  4pc £724 £543.00

NEW 2016
G3 GUIDE
GORTEX
WADER

RRP FROM
£549.99

G4 BOA
WADING BOOTS
RRP FROM £249

RIVERTEK 2 BOA
FELT OR VIBRAM
RRP FROM £189

G3 GUIDE FELT
OR VIBRAM

RRP FROM £199

NEW HEADWATERS
& DRY CREEK

PACKS & BAGS

NEW 2016
GORTEX G4Z

WADER
WITH ZIP

RRP FROM
£799.00

NEW 2016
G4 PRO 

GORTEX 
WADER

RRP FROM
 £699.00

RING O  D AILS & B S  UK PRICES

NEW 2016
MK11 FREESTONE 
PACKAGE WADER

incl, MK11 
&ƌĞĞƐƚŽŶĞ�ďŽŽƚƐ�

with felt sole
£349. With stream

thread £369.

NEW G4 PRO,
G3, BULKLEY,
RIFFLE HEAD-

WATERS
WADING
JKTS
RRP
FROM
£249

SALE
FREESTONE 

MK1
4 LAYER 
CHEST 

WADERS
Med & XXL only

RRP £299

SALE £199

S
A
L
E

Simm's Headwater Goretex (loden)
Wading jacket. RRP £249.00 
MEDIUM - XXL

OUR 
PRICE£175

Simm's Coldwater Pants
Elkhorn Brown. RRP £85.00 
ALL SIZES

OUR 
PRICE£65

Simm's G3 2015 Wading jacket. 
(Black/Olive/Elkhorn)
MEDIUM ONLY RRP £399.00

OUR 
PRICE£275

Simm's 2015 Bulkley Goretex Wading
jacket. (black) RRP £299.00 
MEDIUM ONLY

OUR 
PRICE£195

LAMSON REELS

NOW RING FOR THE BEST UK LAMSON PRICE

NEW
2016

MODELS

RRP FROM
NEW ARX REELS ..........£420
SPEEDSTER ...................£249
NEW SPEEDSTER HD ..£349
ULA FORCE SLII ............£420
LITESPEED .....................£299

RRP FROM
NEW GURU & GURU HD ..........£219
REMIX ..........................................£149
REMIX HD ...................................£179
LIQUID ...........................................£99
VELOCITY SIZE 2, 3 & 3.5 ..LESS 25%

^ŚĂƌƉĞƐ ŽĨ �ďĞƌĚĞĞŶ
GORDON II RODS - AT MASSIVE DISCOUNT PRICE RING NOW

ORIGINAL GYE NETS
ϭ�Η�άϳϬ+%%� NOW £56.99

ϮϬΗ�άϳϮ+%%� NOW £58.99

ϮϰΗ�άϳϰ+%%� NOW £59.99

ϮϳΗ�άϳϲ+%%� NOW £61.99

ϯϬΗ�άϳ%+%%� NOW £63.99

�ůů�ŝŶĐů��ůĞĂƚŚĞƌ�ƐůŝŶŐ

TELE TROUT NETS
ϭϳΗ�άϰ%+ϱϬ� NOW £38.99
ϮϬΗ�άϱϰ+ϱϬ� NOW £42.99
�Žǁ��ZŽƵŶĚ�Žƌ�dƌŝĂŶŐƵůĂƌ�&ƌĂŵĞƐ

WADING STAFFS
Seaforth £46.00  NOW £38.00
Spey £50.60  NOW £40.00
�ůů�ŝŶĐů��&Z���ůĂŶǇĂƌĚ

W�W>h^�ϯ�ϭϬΖ�ϯΗ�ϲη .............. RRP £249.50 OUR PRICE £199.99
W�W>h^�ϯ�ϭϰΖ�ϯΗ�ϭϬη�ϲW� ..... RRP £385.00 OUR PRICE £308.00

OTHER MODELS 
AVAILABLE

SAVE

£99.99

RING FOR VERY BEST UK PRICE
ALL NEW 2016 PERFORMANCE RODS & REELS IN STOCK

FLY LINES AT DISCOUNT PRICES
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�Į�ŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝŶĞƐ�ĐŚĞĂƉĞƌ�ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚĞůů�ƵƐ��

ĂŶĚ�ǁĞ�ǁŝůů�ĞŶĚĞĂǀŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƚĐŚ�Žƌ�ďĞĂƚ�ŝƚ

� �

)O\ /LQHV

RING FOR CHEAPEST UK FLY LINE PRICE
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period and the river above
Caton spent more time flowing
through fields than following its
natural course. As I write (Jan
14) the water level at Caton has
just dropped below one metre
for the first time since early
November and it is, at last,
becoming possible to get near
the river to assess the damage
done. The lower river has
altered course in some places
and the upper and middle river
has suffered massive gravel
shifts with several pools either
filled in or altered beyond
recognition. Many fishing huts
have been lost and several
miles of riverside fencing
destroyed. What it has done to
the redds can only be guessed
but analysis of severe floods
over the past 30 years indicate
that salmon counts four years
after the floods reduce by more
than 33 per cent!

The big flood also wrecked
the Lune Hatchery Group’s
broodstock collection. They
decided to release all fish
collected as sludge had been
washed into their holding pens.
It was the sensible and
responsible thing to do in the
circumstances, even though
there was a strong will

shop during the first weekend of
January remarked how many
fish were rising and that the 
lake seemed as though it had 
just been stocked.

The fishery closes on Jan 31 
and re-opens on Friday, March 
4. New stock-fish have been 
ordered and will be introduced 
to the lake throughout February. 
While I am not sure of prices for 
2016, I do understand that the 
season-ticket procedure will be 
simplified – a good thing – and 
all season tickets will now allow 
catch-and-release.

PROSPECTS

If you want a boat for 
opening week, it is 
important to book before 
turning up to fish. Demand 
is likely to be heavy. – 
PETER HARTLEY.

 

LUNE

DECEMBER AND early January 
were exceptionally wet, and 
just when Lune valley residents 
had finished mopping up after 
Storm Desmond along came Eva 
and Frank, bringing more severe 
flooding.  Rainfall in the Lune 
valley was more than 300 per 
cent up on the average for the 

The North West Angling
Trust Fisheries Consultative
Council (NWATFCC) met in
January to discuss the state of
salmon stocks in North-west
rivers. In a meeting, expertly
chaired by David Hinks of the
Ribble Fisheries Consultative,
the council overwhelmingly
rejected the pathway to
compulsory catch-and-release
and probable salmon extinction
being proposed by the EA,
DEFRA and their co-conspirators
at the recent Salmon Summit in
London. Instead the NWATFCC
have proposed a package of
measures aimed not just at
reducing losses and reducing
exploitation in the riverine
environment but aimed at
understanding and reducing
losses at sea. There are calls for
a total review of stock
assessments and development
of a more transparent model;

calls for a national rather than
catchment-based stock
improvement plan with
measurable targets; calls to
investigate and intervene
positively to manage stocks at
sea; and proposals for a rod kill
limit to be applied nationally.
This latter move gives breathing
space for a new agreed model
to be reached and saves
individual catchment argument
with the EA, which should
benefit all sides. Above all it
prevents a serious deterioration
of relationships that would be
caused by mandatory 100 per
cent catch-and-release on
certain catchments. Finally
there is a call to support the
restocking of rivers where
stocks are perilously low.

Interestingly, examination of
the figures from Forge Weir for
the past five years also shows a
small but improving number of
spring salmon entering the river
in recent seasons. Last year 94
salmon were recorded going
over it before the end of March,
which is encouraging. For those
who want an early cast, tickets
remain available from
Bankhouse Fly Fishery at Caton
for the Lune Rivers Trust and the
LDAA beats. – ANDY HURST.

RIBBLE  
AND HODDER

THE EARLY winter months of 
2015 will remain in our 
memories for a very long time – 
and not for any good reason. 
Storm after storm swept across 
the north of England. With my 
rain gauge here in Clitheroe 
recording, between Nov 1 and 
Dec 31, a total of 28.2 inches 
and the Ribble peaking on three 
occasions at nearly four metres 
at Waddow, we will never know 
how these winter floods will 
have affected our rivers. 

The first one hit us on Nov 
15, right in the middle of the 
salmon spawning season, then 
came another in early December 
and then over Christmas along 
came Storm Desmond, which 
left the villages of Whalley and 
Ribchester, for the second time 
in two weeks, flooded out. We 
were fortunate that Storm Frank 
moved further north than 
anticipated. 

With many people in the 
Lake District flooded out of their 
homes and businesses in 
November a flood relief disaster 
fund was set up to try help 
people get back to some sort of 
normality. As anglers we 
understand the destructive 
damage a raging river can do. 
With this in mind the committee 
of Ribblesdale Angling 
Association, on behalf of its 
members, tried to help a little by 
donating to the Cumbrian 
Community Foundation flood 
relief fund the proceeds from a 
Loop salmon fly-rod auctioned 
at their annual dinner. The £220 
it raised plus a further £100 
donation has been sent to the 
fund. It’s not a lot but every little 
will help some desperate family.

I was a little surprised when I 
received from the EA the 
counter figures for November. 
With all the very high water I 
doubted many fish would move 
so they must have come earlier 
in the month. The Waddow 
counter  registered 275 fish up 
and 35 down, with 151 under  
4 lb and 89 over 4 lb. Up at Locks 
counter the counts were 243 
fish up and 148 down, with 
minus three under 4 lb and 89 
over. I’m waiting to find out 
what the  minus three fish are. 

The Angling Trust North 
West has recently appointed 
David Lees as its enforcement 
manager for the area. A 
voluntary bailiff scheme (VBS) is 
to be set up and eventually run 
in conjunction with the EA’s 
fishery officers’ team. This will 

continue. The loss of this year’s 
programme will be quite a blow 
to the group’s ambitions and no 
doubt will result in more 
underutilisation of the pristine 
habitat we have on the upper 
Lune.   

The big flood also knocked 
out the hydro at Halton, 
damaging all the generating 
equipment and destroying the 
fish-pass.  HLH have done their 
best to put a brave face on it all 
but initial estimates were that it 
would take at least two, 
possibly three, months to get it 
operational again. The LWFA 
and others are monitoring the 
situation, as the obvious 
concern is that they may try to 
operate before the fish-pass 
alongside the hydro has been 
repaired. This damage was 
inevitable given where the 
hydro has been built and was 
foreseen by many with local 
knowledge of the river. 

The Forge Weir counter 
figures for January to 
November 2015 were released 
in late December and they show 
some interesting trends. The 
total salmon count was 3,474, 
with the peak of the run going 
through in July. This was an 
almost identical number to that 
recorded in 2014. While the 
summer run (fish recorded 
through in July and August) has 
remained constant at around 
1,500, the collapse of the 
autumn run over the past five 
years is clearly evident. The 
number of salmon going through 
in September and October  
was 68 per cent down  
on that of 2011.

Sea-trout counts, on the 
other hand, were encouraging:  
10,005 were recorded through 
in 2015 compared to 10,154 in 
2014. Eighty-five per cent of the 
total run entered in June and 
July. The real positive from a 
Lune perspective is that counts 
in 2015 were 95 per cent up on 
2011 and the upward trend of 
the past five years has  
been maintained.

Readers should note that the 
figures were recorded by the 
existing fish-counter on the 
south side of Forge Weir and do 
not include any figures for fish 
recorded by the counter in the 
fish-pass alongside the hydro. 
Those figures have yet to be 
released. The other thing to 
note is that the existing counter 
was also knocked out by the big 
flood in December and at the 
time of writing river levels had 
not dropped sufficiently to 
allow assessment of damage. 

Rain in Lune 
valley 300  
per cent more 
than average

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

River Tweed, Middle Pavilion
The Middle Pavilion beat, near Melrose, comprises one mile 
of double bank that fishes well in high or low water. The beat 
has an experienced full-time gillie, hut with WC and one boat 
for a maximum of three rods.

Middle Pavilion is sheltered by hardwoods on the south 
bank, giving protection from southerly and westerly winds. 
There are eight named pools, seven of which can be fished 
from the bank or by easy wading along gravel, while the is 
fished from the boat. 
Day-tickets for salmon start at £60 plus vat. 
Contact:Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Tweed/MiddlePavilion
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be a game-changer for angling,
helping to pull together
intelligence and combating
crime in a structured and
co-ordinated way. Contact
David Lees for details at david.
lees@anglingtrust.net

A new anti-poaching and
rural crime app is now available
for your Smartphone. This app,
which is available free from
Apple Store, Google Play, or
Microsoft Windows, has been
invented by 15-year-old Aaron
Christiansen. Any suspicious
incidents will be reported
directly to the police and
automatically provide the
location of the reported incident
using the phone’s GPS system.
To download this app go to
www.projectpoachers.com I
have downloaded it to my
phone and the app, with a little
tweaking, could be a very good
way of reporting rural crime. –
FRED HIGHAM.

RUTLAND

ON CHRISTMAS eve the water
temperature was 11 deg C.
Normally at this time of year it is
6 deg C, and with the continuing
mild weather the bank-fishing
was very good.
      The most successful anglers
fished between Normanton
Church and Fantasy island.
Most of the fish contained
shrimp and corixa. Floating lines
with floating fry on the point
and two Diawl Bachs  on the
droppers accounted for a
number of fish. Many anglers
spent their time fishing dry-fly
and had some notable catches.

A large number of brown
trout have been caught: indeed
as many browns as rainbows.
Some up to 5 lb gave a good
account of themselves on light
tackle. Of course all these fish
were returned as they are out of
season but it is satisfying to
know that there are a 
considerable number of browns
in the lake. On the peninsula the
Finches was a good place to be
as well as Stockie Bay on the
Whitwell shore.

The water level is now rising
every day and at the start of the
season, at this rate, the lake will
be full. The lake will close on
Jan 31 and re-open on Friday,
March 11. There will be several
stockings of both browns and
rainbows in February. Charges
for 2016 have not yet been
announced but I do know that
the season tickets will be
simplified. All season tickets
will run for the 11-month season

and all season tickets will allow 
catch-and-release. It is quite 
clear that many anglers wish to 
release all of the fish they catch.

PROSPECTS

Brown trout are regularly 
caught in March and April 
and, if the water 
temperature stays high, 
they should put in an 
appearance for the start of 
the season. The rainbows 
stocked last autumn have 
kept in good condition and 
with several thousand 
being stocked in February, 
the opening weeks of the 
new season should produce 
some fine sport from both 
boat and bank. – 
PETER HARTLEY.

SEIONT, 
GWYRFAI 
AND LLYFNI

AFTER TRYING since 1992 to 
get the authorities to put a stop
to the pollution affecting Llyn
Padarn, it was not until 2009,
when an outbreak of blue-green
algae appeared, that National
Resources Wales declared that
the main polluter was Welsh
Water. The confusing issue was
that although phosphate
discharges from Llanberis
sewage-treatment works were
identified as the cause of the
problem, this was deemed not
to be responsible for the decline
in arctic charr numbers.

Fish Legal contested this 
decision and applied for a 
judicial review in November. 
Unfortunately, the judge 
preferred Natural Resources 
Wales, Welsh Water and Welsh 
Assembly Government 
counsels’ argument to our claim 
that the lake and its charr were 
still under serious threat. Fish 
Legal’s right to appeal was 
refused. However, so strong is 
the feeling that European 
environment protection laws 
have not been followed by the 
authorities that a notice of 
appeal has been lodged with 
the Court of Appeal. We should 
soon know whether this will be 
heard. – HUW P. HUGHES.

SEVERN

I WRITE this report a couple of 
weeks before the salmon 
season starts, on Feb 1. Those 
of us for whom the spring is the 
cream of the angling have been 
looking forward to the new 
season with great anticipation.

The hope is that last year’s 

bumper run of two-sea-winter 
fish is followed by a similar 
improvement in three-sea- 
winter early spring salmon. The 
reasoning I’ve heard from some 
old hands from both the rod and 
net fisheries is that good years 
for parr survival (such as 2012) 
produce the best runs of fish, all 
other things being equal. The 
wet summer of 2012 kept the 
river big, and so reduced 
territorial competition among 
parr and vulnerability to 
predators. Let’s hope the old 
hands are right – they often are!

There is some good news 
from the fish-counter on the 
Tanat. Up to the start of 
December, 616 salmon had been 
recorded through the counter. 
The EA describe this run as 
“very encouraging”. Based on 
previous years’ experience we 
can expect this figure to be 
boosted by 20 per cent or so 
when the late-running 
December and January 

spawners are counted. When
you remember that the Tanat
makes up less than ten per cent
of the spawning habitat on the 
system you can see that the 
Severn salmon population is in 
robust health.

Important moves involving 
the Severn RiversTrust  are 
afoot in regard to the proposal 
to drastically improve fish-
passage on the weirs on the 
lower river. I will report on these 
in the next issue. For now it is 
worth making sure anglers are 
aware of the current situation 
concerning Powick weir on the 
Teme. This is how Alan Jones 
from the EA explained the 
situation to concerned local 
coarse angler Dilip Sarkar:

“Our objective is to open up
over 200 km of historic 
spawning and nursery habitat
on the Severn and Teme in order
to improve twaite shad 
populations associated with the
Severn Estuary SAC. As you
know, this will also benefit 
numerous other fish species.

“For the Teme, the best 
solution to improve the shad
population in the SAC is to 
remove Powick weir, but 
conscious of the impact this has

on upstream water levels we
have started looking to see
whether by taking a 50 per cent
slot out of the weir we could get
the same benefits for shad but
also maintain some water depth
upstream of the weir. It will be
another few months before we
know whether this is possible.”

This comment comes from
the Save Powick Weir Group,
which can be found on 
Facebook, while the alternative
view supporting removal can be
found on the Severn Rivers Trust
website.

The next month or so should
see the outcome of the EA’s
appeal against the judicial
review into their restrictions on
the Severn Estuary net and
fixed-engine fishery.

In the original review the
judge was deeply unimpressed
by the poor science used to back
up the EA’s case: especially the
idea that fewer than ten per
cent of the fish in the Severn
estuary catch came from the
Severn. It can’t have helped the
EA’s case when the 
independent scientist they
called in to back them up said
that the Exeter University
genetic analysis they used was
so problematic it couldn’t
possibly be used as the basis for
management decisions.

The judge was also deeply
unimpressed by the idea that
the EA could put forward
measures to effectively close a
commercial fishery and not
offer compensation.

If the EA appeal fails then it
will open the door to the lave
netsmen removing the 
restrictions on their fishery and
put talks about realistic
compensation to the putcher
owners back on the table.

Finally, if you have any
reports or queries about the
Severn, don’t hesitate to
contact me on tomhrigby@
btinternet.com  TOM RIGBY.

SOUTH-WEST 
WALES

HEAVY RAIN and bulging rivers 
were the norm throughout the 
wettest December on record in 
Wales. These conditions 
threaten a very poor spawning 
season for 2015, and anglers 
can only hope that the redds 
have held up against the 
constant onslaught of 
spates. These high waters will 
have inevitably damaged the 
rivers, with bank erosion and 
trees causing major issues. We 
will be busy during our pre-
season work parties, I’m sure.

We are alarmed to hear of 
the number of sightings of 
predatory birds along the rivers, 
with numerous goosanders and 
cormorants present and 
seemingly growing in number. 

As we write, more 
seasonable frosty weather has 
arrived, so let’s hope it 
continues, to allow the land to 
drain and the rivers to return to 
their normal levels. 

Would anyone interested in 
lending a hand at our work 
parties please call 07912 511 
575 for details. – 

NATHAN PURSALL 

and MARK SEDGWICK.

TEES

IT IS unlikely that any salmon 
anglers will be out in the early 
spring. With so few fish running 
the river and anglers losing 
patience with those in charge, 
the picture is bleak. It is so sad 
that what should be a thriving 
salmon and sea-trout fishery is 
simply standing still. It appears 
that the blame is being focused 
on marine survival of smolts and 
adult fish. This is very 
convenient as there is pretty 
much nothing that can be done 
about it. Closing the netting 
operations of the north-east 
coast would change the 

orvis.co.uk

Hopes for 
bumper run of 
2SW Severn 
salmon
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situation almost immediately.
The river needs a restocking

programme that should last for
around a decade to give
the fish a chance to  
become established. 

Brown trout fishing opens on
March 22 and thankfully trout
stocks are in a much better
state than their migratory
cousins. – D. N C.

TILL

LARGE PARTS of the Till
suffered substantial flooding,
especially in the Milfield Plain
areas and above. The huge
waters will have caused much
damage to riverbanks with lots
of debris left in the  
tree-lined areas.

Since Christmas levels never

dropped less than two feet
above normal. On seven
separate occasions the river
peaked at over five feet with
the highest level recorded at
Heaton Mill on Jan 6 and 7,
when the level was almost nine
feet above normal on both days.

Fishing opens on Feb 1 after
another relatively mild but
extremely wet winter.

Anglers looking for fishing
should contact the following
private beats: Tiptoe Farm,
Tel: 01890 882 177; Ford and
Etal Estates, which have the
Redscar, Ford beat, and Upper
and Lower Tindal House,
Tel: 01668 216 223; Felling Fly
Fishers has fishing on the
lower and mid Till, Tel: 0191
4162 641. Tyneside Anglers’
Syndicate has a 2.5-mile
stretch in the middle reaches,
Tel: 0191 4133 789. –
DAVID CARRICK.

TYNE

AFTER THE record 20 ft spate,
the river never fell below three
feet above normal. Many huge
spates have since blasted their
way down the Tyne catchment.
The repercussions of these big
waters will not be known until
anglers have fished the river for
several months. The damage
done is beyond anything I have
seen in my lifetime, with

willows ripped out by their 
roots, massive landslips, and 
huge trees slipping down the 
banks. At Wylam, on the tidal 
water, a large area of banking 
has slipped into the river. 

It is difficult to think about 
the spawning that took place in 
the late autumn as the gravel 
shifts have been immense.  
It is hard to imagine any  
eggs remaining in the redds.

The riverbanks resemble 
moonscapes in places, masses 
of sand and rocks having been 
deposited. We can only hope 
that things are not as bad as 
they look at the moment.

The river was still high but 
clearing on Jan 15. It was 
almost looking like a river again 
rather than a raging brown 
torrent.

With levels so high it is
unlikely that fish will be above
Riding Mill unless they can
bypass the fish-pass in high
flows. This may also depend on
water temperatures.

The brown trout season
opens on March 22.

The 2016 Jack Charlton Trout
Cup competition for disabled
anglers has been arranged for
June 8 at Kielder Water. This is
the largest disabled anglers’
competition in the country.
There are some vacancies for
places and interested disabled
anglers and groups can contact
Pat Redfern (Tel: 0121 429 6107;
e-mail pat.redfern@blueyonder.
co.uk for details. Fishing is by
fly or worm from bank or boat. –
DAVID CARRICK.

TYWI

WITH THE river closed until
April, this month’s report
includes an annual general
meeting update, and
information on clubs with
fishing available in the area.

Abergwili Angling Club has
had its AGM: It no longer has
the fishing on BrynTywi/Fosters
but has secured the fishing at
Dan Yr Allt, Nantaredig. This
has been in the hands of a
private syndicate and the club is
very pleased to have acquired it.
It is double banked and
restricted to five rods at any one
time; parking will be in the layby
at the entrance to the farm.
There will be no increase in
permit fees and permits are
available from Alex Young. For
details visit www.abergwili.
wix.com.

Carmarthen Amateur
Angling Association has water
on the Tywi, Cothi, Gwili and

Cynin. (Visit them on Facebook).
The association will be holding
fly-tying classes at Carmarthen
Town Football Club. All are
welcome (including non-
members) but there will be a fee
of £2 per session to cover room
hire. Young anglers are free of
charge. Sessions will be held on
Tuesdays from 7 pm-9 pm with
the first session on Feb 2.  

Carmarthen & District 
Angling Association has water
on the Tywi, Gwili, Cothi and
Taf. Details can be found on the
website of West Wales tackle-
shop, King Street, Carmarthen.
Tickets can be bought from the
shop. See www.
westwalestackle.co.uk . Cross
Hands and District Angling
Association has water on the
Tywi, Cothi, Gwendraeth and
Teifi. It also has a ticket swap
with Groe Park and Irfon
Angling Club on the Wye. For
details visit www.
crosshandsanddistri
ctanglingassociation.co.uk

Clwb Godre Mynydd Du has
water on the Tywi, Cothi and
Amman as well as a boat on Usk
reservoir. Visit the website
www.cgmd.co.uk .

Gwaun Cae Gurwen Angling
Association has water on the
Tywi, Cothi, Loughour and Usk.
If you are interested in joining,
contact Lyn Martinson on
lgmartinson@brinternet.com.
Cymdeithas Pysgota Llandeilo
Angling Association has water
on the Tywi and Cothi. See
www.llandeiloangling.co.uk or
the club’s Facebook page. The
club also has a ticket swap
agreement with Cymdithas
Pysgota Tregaron Angling
Association. Day and weekly
tickets can be bought at Price
News, Newsagents on
Llandeilo’s main street. Also on
the main street is N. Wall,
jewellers and outdoor pursuits
shop; they sell fishing tackle and
are worth a visit.

Llangadog Angling
Association has fishing on the
Tywi. See www.
llangadogfishing.com However,
for more up to date information
visit the association’s
Facebook page.
Llandovery Angling Association
has water on the main River
Tywi, and tributaries such as the
Bran. See www.llandoveryaa.
co.uk They also have a
Facebook page.

Golden Grove Estates have
tickets available. See www.
golden-grove-fishing.com

Details of fishing at
Abercothi can be found at

www.abercothi-fishing.com .
Over on the Loughour the

two main clubs with fishing are
Pontarddulais and District 
Angling Association, which also 
has water on the Teifi (www.
pontarddulaisangling.co.uk) and  
Ammanford and District Angling 
Association (www.
ammanfordangling.co.uk) – 
ALEX YOUNG, JAMIE 
HARRIES and ALED DAVIES.

USK 

MILD, WET weather continued 
through late December and 
early January, resulting in 
flooding between Usk  
and Caerleon. 

Natural Resources Wales 
has embarked on a consultation 
process regarding “exploitation 
controls for salmon and sea-
trout in Wales.” So far as the 
Usk is concerned, the 
consultation has been 
somewhat limited to members 
of the Usk Local Fisheries Group.
Views on such matters vary 
considerably, almost  
everyone having a slightly  
different opinion.

Most anglers are fearful of 
compulsory catch-and-release 
being introduced in 2017. 

However, Natural Resources
Wales could bring in other
measures instead, which would 
make catching salmon more 
difficult but not impossible. 
These possible measures 
include a ban on bait-fishing, 
restricting the number of hooks 
on fly or spinner, barbless 
hooks, fly only, altering the 
dates of the fishing season 
or catch-and-release periods. 
Compulsory catch-and-release 
in October would offer better 
protection for spawning fish.

Doubts about the economics 
of the proposed Swansea tidal 
lagoon raise hopes that this 
project will not go ahead. The 
“strike price” for electricity 
seems to be the key issue, with 
extremely high construction 
costs. The start date has 
already been put back a year 
from March.

PROSPECTS

The trout and salmon 
seasons open on March 3. 
For salmon it is fly only and 
catch-and-release. Single 
barbless hooks are 
recommended. For trout try 
Dark Olives and March 
Brown nymphs.  –  
JEAN WILLIAMS.

Till strewn 
with debris 
after huge 
floods

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

Loch Tay 
Gillie Grant Tigwell offers guided salmon fishing on Loch 
Tay. His boat operates from Killin and trolls for salmon on the 
west end of the loch, which is by far the best part.  
The loch is renowned for its spring salmon with the best  
of the fishing from January to May. 

Fly-fishing tuition is available for beginners, including 
children, along with tips and advice for experienced anglers.  
Day-tickets for salmon, including boat  
and two permits, cost  £95. 
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612. 
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/
Tay/LochTayFishnTrips/?dom=Pal
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WEAR

THE 2015 season allegedly had 
a run of more than over 20,000 
migratory fish, which has been 
greeted with scepticism by 
many Wear anglers. An all-time 
record count for October of just 
under 8,000 fish was also met 
with surprise. These statements 
come from very experienced 
Wear anglers who base their 
remarks on substantial time 
spent on the river.

The Wear has been up and 
down throughout the close 
season and was still unsettled 
in mid January. In general the 
winter so far has been 
reasonably mild although a 
wintry snap came along 
in mid January. 

I had a report of canoeists on 
the upper Wear, where they are 
not allowed. After being 
confronted there was abuse 
hurled at angling club officials. 
This incident occurred in the 
Wolsingham area and has been 
reported to authorities.

The best chance of 
encountering early fish will 
come from the beats below 
Durham, with the Chester-le-
Street area and below the most 
likely areas to catch a springer. 
Brown trout fishing opens on 
March 22. Tunstall Fly Fishers, a 
private trout fishing syndicate, 
operates a regularly stocked 
fishery with boat hire at the 
picturesque Tunstall Reservoir. 
There are vacancies for this 
season. Contact Austin Lowery 
on 0782 595 1525 for details. 
– DAVID CARRICK.

WESSEX 
WATERS

WHOEVER COINED the phrase 
“it raises more questions than 
answers” must, surely, have had 
the South’s salmon in mind.

The figures for 2015, just out, 
reveal the best runs on the Test 
and Itchen for 25 years. The 
counters showed 2,007 fish for 
the Test and 903 for the Itchen. 
Previous bests were 1,487 on 
the Test in 2008 and the Itchen’s 
previous best was 779 in 2010.

And this compares with the 
worst year – 1991 – when the 
Test had around 400 and the 
Itchen a mere 50. But, says the 
end of year report, “These 
record runs are well down on 
long-term history, when runs 
were probably over 5,000 on the 
Test and 2,500 on the Itchen, 
judging by catch statistics.”

On the Avon at Somerley 
estate manager John Levell 

wrote in his diary about “an
extraordinary season that saw
fish in numbers that haven’t
been seen on the Avon for
decades.” He says it wasn’t just
quantity but the quality as well,
with the river in wonderful
condition. Rods fished “with
real anticipation rather than
simply going through the
motions in the distant hope of
bumping into a fish.” One rod,
Paul Greenacre, had more than
20 fish – “a feat that will be
hard, bordering impossible, to
equal at Somerley.”       

But not everybody is
convinced by those figures.
Charles Dutton, who chairs the
Frome and Piddle Association,
tells me, “The biggest current
concern is about the method of
assessing salmon numbers in
rivers. Traditionally, it’s been
based on rod catches, but this is
a nonsense as few people fish
nowadays and everything is
catch-and-release.” 

Meanwhile, as the rest of
Britain vanished under floods,
the region carried on regardless.

For example, on the Services
water on the upper Avon,
Brigadier Tony Wells reports,
“The Upper Avon catchment is
way down on normal flows. The
EA statistics show the Wylye
at South Newton an almost
unbelievable 41 per cent of long-
term average at the end of
December, and the Avon at
Amesbury only 61 per cent of
the long-term average. The
Tilshead borehole, which gives
us the most accurate reading of
local groundwater levels is still
registered as ‘below normal’,
and the winterbourne sections
of the Till (Wylye tributary) and
Nine Mile River (Avon tributary)
remain dry.”

He adds, “This has been very
helpful to keepers as they have
been able to do a lot of bank
work when usually the bankside
pathway is overtopped and
impassable. In short, the
Salisbury Plain area has
completely escaped the
torrential rain elsewhere in the
country. However, there is
plenty of time for that 
to change.” 

Just days later the downpour
started. But even so all the
Itchen beats I saw had levels
below their banks, even in
January. It looked as perfect as
only the Itchen can but the
Wessex Chalk Stream and
Rivers Trust (WCSRT) still
worries about the future, if any,
of Defra’s funding for catchment
partnerships.

Director Paul Jose says that 
funding is one issue still up in 
the air.  He commented, “They 
have been a great forum for the 
Test/Itchen and Avon for 
engaging interested parties and 
working together. But they are 
now under threat from 
Government due to potential 
further cuts in funding.” 

He cites habitat restoration 
projects – joint efforts with the 
EA – at Wilsford and Ibsley on 
the Hampshire Avon which, he 
says, have been well received. 
– GRAHAM MOLE. 

WYE

SINCE MY last report we have 
had probably the longest spell 
of high water anyone can 
remember on the Wye and most 
of its tributaries. Apart from the 
odd occasion on the highest 
upper river, the water never 
once fell anywhere near a 
normal level. Once again it was 
impossible to gain any real idea 
of spawning activity and it’s 
hard to think of anywhere on 
the main stem that provided 
even reasonable spawning 
conditions during this time.

It’s true that much of the 
Wye spawning takes place on 
its numerous tributaries on the 
upper river but even here there 
were big spates from time to 
time and it’s uncertain to how 
successful this spawning may 
have been. I’m not aware of any 
dead kelts being found in any 
numbers; they used to be 
washed up in bankside debris 
everywhere years ago, but no 
doubt many have been taken 
away by the floodwater, and 
similarly the surviving kelts 
would have an easy passage 
to the sea.

Our thoughts now turn to the 
new season. I am often asked 
where one should try for an 
early springer but it’s really too 
early to say. Conditions vary so 
much on the Wye, even from 
day to day, but given continued 
high water it could be almost 
anywhere on the river. The very 
early springers, which were in 
the river years ago – in fact as 
high upriver as Builth Wells 
from the old opening day of Jan 
26 – have been very scarce in 
recent years.

It’s rare for the whole of the 
Wye to be fishable at any one 
time and good running water, 
while essential for the upper 
and middle river, often means 
the lower river is too high and 
can remain so for long periods in 
the spring. However, the Wye is 

still the place to be fishing for a
prime early springer – with
always the chance of the
fish of a lifetime.   

It’s important to get to know
your chosen beat well in all
conditions but with so few
gillies available these days this
is often not easy and so much
time can be wasted fishing in
places where you will never
catch a fish. Many of the lies,
especially on the upper river, are
very specific and due to its
rocky base mainly 
remain unchanged for 
decades. Concentrating on
these known lies is obviously
more productive than fishing
the whole of the beat from
top to bottom. 

If you want some fishing why
not check out the WSA website
at www.wyesalmon.com and
for a small joining fee you can
book a free day’s fishing on
several half-decent beats? You
might also check out their
tuition days, with 
casting tuition, fly-tying and a
barbeque. There is also up to
date news on what’s 
happening on the Wye.

The NRW consultation on
suggestions for curbing anglers
still further in Wales will be over
by the time you read this. I say
“consultation” though I think it’s
pretty clear by now that the
term means something different
to NRW than it does to us. It
seems to be a process they
must be seen to be going
through while the decision has
already been determined and
even an overwhelming vote by
the angling community
is simply ignored.

I am sad to report the death
in January at Cardiff University
Hospital of Major General John
Hopkinson. Well-known to most
older Wye anglers, and owner
of the Bigsweir fishery, he was
a true champion of the river and
a man of undisputed integrity.

He was for many years 
chairman of the Wye Salmon 
Anglers’ Association, which he 
led with firmness yet kindness. 
He was also a founding member 
of the Wye Foundation. 
Generous in his support for the 
river and instrumental in many 
initiatives, he was a great 
supporter of the River Wye 
Ghillies’ Association and could 
always be relied upon for help 
and encouragement.

Our sympathy goes out to his 
son, Charles, and his family, at 
this sad time. 
He will be badly missed.

Let’s hope for reasonable 
angling conditions on March 3, 
our opening day, and good luck 
for the new season.

If you have news or 
information please contact me 
on 01497 821 889 or e-mail 
uskside1@tiscali.co.uk – 
GEOFF FRANKS.

 Scotland
ABERDEENSHIRE 
DEE

IT IS my sad duty to report to 
that Ella Egan (“Polmonier”) is in 
mourning following the passing 
of her husband, David, who died 
peacefully on Jan 11. Those of 
us who have suffered loss will 
know what she is going through 
and everyone associated with 
the Dee is thinking of Ella at his 
time. David was a well-known 
and much-loved figure on 
Deeside and will remembered 
with great fondness. I will try to 
fill in for Ella as best I can.

Readers will no doubt be 
aware that we began 2016 in 
the grip of Storm Frank, which 
produced the most devastating 
flood we have ever had on the 
Dee. According to hydrology 
experts the flood was of such as 
magnitude it has been 
described as a one-in-500-year 
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event. The impact on family
homes and businesses has
been truly devastating.  

The fishing infrastructure on 
the Dee has suffered badly and 
a lot of hard work and a lot of 
money will be required to get it 
back into shape. There has been 
considerable investment in 
recent years on the Dee, such as 
improving access, securing 
banks and providing modern 
warm and welcoming fishing 
huts for our anglers. Sadly, 
much of this has been washed 
away and no one has escaped 
the impact of the flood. 

The Dee Board held a 
seminar for beat owners and 
gillies at Banchory Lodge Hotel 
in January. The seminar 
followed intensive dialogue 
behind the scenes between the 
board and public agencies 
aimed at getting the fishery 
back in order as soon as 
possible. Aberdeenshire 
Council, SEPA, SNH, and the 
Cairngorm National Park spoke 
at the meeting and are united in 
their commitment to help 
ensure the Dee is open for 
business on Feb 1. Our opening 
ceremony will proceed as 
planned and I for one can’t wait 
to go fishing again.

Beat owners and gillies have
been working tirelessly to do
whatever they can to be ready
to welcome back anglers. The
main challenges facing the
beats are damage to fishing
huts, access roads and tracks
and the riverbank. The audience
were advised that the agencies
will, within the confines of
legislation, do everything they
can to help the beats in a
flexible, practical and timely
manner. Simple “like for like”
tasks such as replacing fishing
huts with temporary 
accommodation and remedial
work on access roads and
tracks can get under way. A
multi-agency panel has been set
up to prioritise proposals for
more significant work that
requires a formal process.

The bailiffs and trust staff
have also been trying to
establish the extent of the
damage to fish-passes, buffer
strips and to remove any
blockages to tributaries and
burns. The impact of the floods
on the juvenile fish population in
the river is unknown and it will
be summer before we have a
clearer understanding of how
the young fish have fared. But it
is fair to say it will have been

damaging, to varying degrees,
throughout the catchment. The
one bright spot so far was the
recovery of two memorial
benches to the late Jonathan
Gordon. These had been located
at Woodend and Commonty and
were recovered at Tilquihillie
and Crathes, with only slight
damage, and have since
been returned. 

The inscription on the
benches seems more than apt:
“Eventually, all things merge
into one, and a river runs
through it. The river was cut by
the world’s great flood and runs
over rocks from the basement of
time. On some of the rocks are
timeless raindrops. Under the
rocks are the words, and some
of the words are theirs. I am
haunted by waters.” – Norman
Maclean, A River Runs Through
It and Other Stories. – 
ROSS MACDONALD.

ABERDEENSHIRE
DON 

THOUGHTS OF the forthcoming
season took a back seat after
the recent flooding throughout
Donside. As the year drew to a
close, a heavy band of rain
descended over the catchment
and continued to fall throughout
the week and into the New
Year. Although the river ran very
high – up to 3.5 m – we seemed
to have escaped the worst.
However, disaster struck on
Jan 7 when the river and
surrounding ground could take
no more; the Don and all its
tributaries went into full flood
and subsequently burst her
banks in a number of places.

Initial fears were for people’s
safety, as bridges overflowed
and the raging torrent swept
along main roads and paths into
properties and businesses. Cars
were left submerged and
farmers struggled in the falling
light to move livestock out of
danger. This was the biggest
rise since records began, river
levels peaking at 5.5 m in the
lower reaches. Although the
flood plains worked to a certain
extent, the deluge proved too
much, houses and businesses in
Inverurie, Kemnay and Kintore,
along with some city areas,
bearing the brunt. Many people
had to be evacuated from their
homes and the clean-up
operation began the following
day. Our thoughts go out to all
those affected.

On the river the heavy
bankside vegetation above
Alford folded over and 

protected the banks to a certain
degree. Beats from Kemnay
down, however, have taken a
fair hit and major repairs to
banks and access roads will be
required in the coming weeks.
Mature trees, huts and fences
were washed away, leaving
some pools unrecognisable as
the water receded. Run-off of
sand and soil from surrounding
farmland is causing a problem
and the lower river is still
heavily coloured.

First inspection of the upper
tributaries revealed large
amounts of gravel movement,
and washout of last season’s
redds is unfortunately evident in
most spawning areas. The
effect on juvenile fish
populations will not be fully
known until electro-fishing

surveys are carried out later in
the year.

From an angling point of
view, if it’s possible to take a
positive out of this, the huge
sandbar at the estuary, which
has narrowed the exiting river
for the past few years, has been
blasted wide open and will now
help pull in fish from the sea
more effectively. Salmon
anglers will be back out on the
banks on Feb 11 and I’m hopeful
that a few spring fish landed
will lift anglers’ spirts on
Donside. There have been no
sightings of fresh fish due to the
volume of water but with a good
head of seals working the
estuary it may be more than
descending kelts they are
interested in. Two seals were
also spotted hunting in the
pools at Grandhome Estate.
Despite the very wet weather it
has been an unseasonably mild
winter and evidence of this can
be seen on the Urie, where giant
hogweed has already begun
growing rapidly. Early running
fish could be well upriver.

Large sections of the
riverbed having moved, pools
and lies will have changed –
some for the better and some
not. Local anglers will have to
re-learn their beat again so
please think of your safety
before wading. Riverbanks

remain soft in certain parts. 
Please be conscious of this 
before starting your 
day’s fishing. 

Sadly, just before the New 
Year, past chairman of the Don 
Salmon Fishery Board, Alistair 
Wallace, passed away. Alistair 
served two terms on the board 
and was a well-known and 
respected figure in Strathdon. 
Condolences go to Alistair’s 
wife and family; he will be sadly 
missed by all who knew him 
throughout Donside 
and Deeside. – 
MARTIN WEBSTER.  

BORGIE

THERE HAD been big water 
during the previous week 
(4 ft 6 in on the gauge), but 
opening day (Jan 12) was 
fishable. In fact it was the next 
day (the start of an intensely 
cold snap) that the first line was 
cast – just for an hour – on 
three likely pools.

Two kelts were encountered. 
Both were hens and still on the 
dark side, suggesting that they 
had spawned fairly late. This 
could well relate to the very 
mild late autumn and early 
winter.

There is some limited 
availability on the Borgie in 
2016. Anyone interested should 
call Jim Stewart for details on 
07876 753 368. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CLYDE

THROUGHOUT DECEMBER one 
storm followed another and the 
Clyde was kept well above its 
normal winter level. The low-
lying ground near Carstairs 
clearly demonstrated a flood 
plain working properly. The only 
problem was that the water just 
never seemed to drain away. In 
the lower reaches, some 
drainage was achieved and 
small fish were seen to have 
been left behind when that 
water went away. Buzzards 
were quickly on the scene to 
take advantage of the bounty.

Anglers were not afforded 
similar opportunities. No sooner 
had the water dropped, by 
nearly four feet, than the rain 
returned and the river rose 
again. Some anglers did 
manage to catch a few small 
trout but no grayling have been 
reported to bailiffs, who 
continued to patrol all parts of 
UCAPA water as much as 
possible. Flooded roads required 
long diversions several times.

Floods blast 
Don estuary’s 
sandbar 
wide open

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

Lower Cassley, Lairg
The Lower Cassley beats at Lairg comprise some of the most 
prolific salmon fishing in Sutherland, with 221 salmon and 
grilse caught last season.

This gillied double-bank beat is divided into two, with 
more than 30 recognised pools, including some 
notable holding pools. 

Anglers change beats at 1 pm each day, giving them 
the opportunity to fish the entire beat during 
the course of the day.

While there are no fishing huts, full facilities are available 
close by at the Achness Hotel. The beat is suitable for 
anglers of all ages and has easy access.
Day-tickets for salmon start at £105.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/scotland/
kyleofsutherland/lowercassley
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In the past few days, there
has been a change. The long-
awaited cold snap brought
snow and icy roads. Even major
routes were closed at times.
Angling clubs and associations
have been trying to get
clarification about the future for
salmon fishing. Brussels
demanded action to protect the
Atlantic salmon. The Scottish
Parliament proposed total
catch-and-release for the Clyde
system based upon what they
accept was flawed pseudo
science but decided to proceed
anyway. They discovered that
they did not have the legal
power to introduce such
draconian restrictions and
started the process to 
change the law. 

Later in the year, they will
apparently try to reassess the
situation on a river- by-river
basis. But by then the damage
will be done. Sales of permits
around Christmas have been
lost because clubs and
associations were unable to
print their permits in 
anticipation of rule changes
being enforced. Anglers have
said that if they are not allowed
to take even one fish in the
season, they will go elsewhere
where killing a salmon is
allowed. In the meantime, the
Crown Commissioners, who
manage the salmon rights
owned by the British 
Government, have imposed
increased rents on the grounds
that they can demonstrate that
salmon fishing on the Clyde and
the tributaries around Glasgow
has continued to improve over
the past 30 years. Discussions
are about to take place but two
meetings have been cancelled
due to the bad weather.
– TOM McGREGOR.

CONON

TRAPPING AND stripping of fish
for the hatchery this winter has
been a struggle. The final tally
was just 900,000 eggs, well
below the target of over 1.5m.

This low figure appears to
have been a combination of long
periods of high water, 
discouraging fish from entering
the trap at the Heck on the
Blackwater, and (ostensibly)
lower numbers of fish in the
tributary.

If the run into the 
Blackwater was down last
year, it seems to have been
compensated by better
numbers in other parts of the
system. As mentioned in last

month’s issue, the number
counted up through the Torr
Achilty dam was the highest in
over 20 years – thought to be a
factor of the restoration of
access for spawning in 2010 to
the top of the Meig.

The rod catch for the system
for 2015 was 1,280, close to the
five-year average.

The Conon’s major hatchery,
part of the historical agreement
to mitigate for the loss of
spawning habitat caused by the
harnessing of the system in the
1950s for hydro, is due to be
replaced this year. A new state
of the art facility, with the same
capacity, will be built by SSE.
The concrete tanks and metal
work in the current (60-year-old)
hatchery are almost beyond
cost-effective repair. –
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

CREE  
AND  BLADNOCH

TWO DAYS before the end of
2015, following weeks of rain,
Storm Frank produced the
biggest flood on the Cree for 50
years, causing major flooding in
Newton Stewart.  

Stroan Bridge at Glentrool
was severely damaged when
the Minnoch flowed over it,
and Loch Trool rose five feet.
The huge increase in volume of
water caused gravel shifts and
bank damage along the lower
Minnoch. Pressure appeared
less on the upper-river 
spawning areas, where the
water was able to spread out
into the forest.

Thankfully, now that levels
have dropped, the river appears
much as before, with the
exception of branches and
debris dumped on the banks
and surrounding fields.

The heaviest rain fell on the
Galloway Hills, affecting the
rivers that rise there. 
Fortunately the Bladnoch,
which rises in moorland to the
west, escaped the worst of it.
We look forward to the new
season opening on the Bladnoch
on  Feb 11, and the Cree on
March 1. – D. A. B.

DEVERON

STORM FRANK missed the
Deveron valley, and the river
had only a small rise, while the
Dee was ravaged.     
Unfortunately, the following
week we had around eight days
of continuous rain that brought
the river to about two feet

below the record flood in 2009. 
Due to continued high water it is 
difficult to assess bank damage 
but for the most part it looks as
though we have been let off
fairly lightly. 

The final catch figures for
last year make grim reading. The
salmon and grilse catch was the
second lowest on record at 980.
Of these, spring fish accounted
for only 44.

As reported, last year angler
numbers, particularly in the
spring, were down by two 

thirds. The heaviest salmon
weighed 30 lb 8 oz and wins the
Morison trophy. The sea-trout
catch increased by 41 per cent
to 584, despite a lack of anglers
in June and early July.

The coastal net fishery in our
district accounted for 1,036
salmon and grilse and 
204 sea-trout.

Due to the mixed-stock 
nature of this fishery under new
Scottish Government rules 
these nets will not be allowed to
operate for three years.

The Deveron has been 
classified as a Category 1 river
as current exploitation is seen
as sustainable. As a result, the
conservation code will continue
as before. However, by statute
all salmon must be returned
before April 1.

The removal of the coastal
netting, increased sea-trout
numbers, and our river 
categorisation must surely give
cause for optimism. The river
represents great value for 
money as tickets can be had
from as little as £10 for 
a day’s salmon fishing.

Bookings can be made online
through Turriff Tackle at  www.
fishingthedeveron.co.uk or by 
telephone on 01888 56 2428. – 
F. R. H.

FINDHORN

FORRES AA’s opening ceremony 
takes place on Feb 11 at 1 pm at 
the Stoney pool; as usual the 
sponsor is Benromach Distillery.

The club is most grateful to 
Mrs McLeod for permission for 
the ceremony, not least as it is 

Deveron’s 
2015 catches
make grim 
reading

DAVIDEGAN
It is with deep sadness that I report the death of one of 

the Aberdeenshire Dee’s great characters. 
David Egan passed away, suddenly but peacefully, 

at home on January 11. 
Having been taught to fish as a boy by his father – 

casting a length of wool on to a dinner plate on the lawn 
– David discovered a life-long passion. When he moved 
from the West Midlands to Scotland in the early 1960s, 
David found his spiritual home with access to its salmon 
rivers, Highland lochs and Loch Leven.  For a number of 

years, he wrote the Leven report for this magazine.
In the mid-1980s David met his future wife, Ella, fishing 
the Dee.  From their meeting to his death, the couple 

shared fishing trips and tales across Scotland.  
David was a warm, generous individual – the epitome of 

a gentleman – who always had a twinkle in his eye.  He 
livened every hut he entered with his stories of past fishing 
outings.  He delighted in recounting the days when he and 
Ella would “compete” to catch the first or biggest or most 
fish.  Gallant to the end, he always conceded that Ella had 
been most successful – though she, generally speaking, 

conceded that this was seldom the case.
As he looked forward to the 2016 season, he accepted 
that failing health meant he would fish very little but 

looked forward, with typical enthusiasm, to meeting old 
friends and making new ones on the banks of the rivers he 

loved.  He expected to be there to encourage 
his beloved Ella, to regale all with his wealth of anecdotes, 

and to enjoy a dram or two.   
More than 200 people – including many gillies and 

riparian owners – attended his funeral on January 19 at 
which more than £1,000 was raised for “Children in Need” 

– a charity near to his heart.
All who met David Egan were enriched by knowing him, 

and Deeside is a sadder place for his passing.
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so soon after the sad passing of 
Major McLeod at the end  
of last year.

This year the honour of 
pouring the traditional opening-
day dram into the water is 
bestowed on George Menzies, a 
long-time supporter of Forres 
AA including auditing the 
accounts for many years.

All members are welcome to 
this annual event but car-
parking is limited.

Work is continuing, 
whenever water levels are low 
enough, on maintaining the 
club’s banks and paths. Very 
high water in January (but 
nothing like on the scale seen 
further east) has caused some 
limited damage but nothing  
out of the ordinary.

The club is delighted that the 
Findhorn has been designated 
Category 1 in Scottish 
Government’s classification, 
meaning that exploitation of 
fish is currently sustainable. 
Nevertheless the club urges all 
new members to adhere closely 
to the conservation guidelines.

Permits are available at 
present for any new members 
who live within the IV36 
postcode area and are available 
from the Tackle Shop, 97D High 
Street, Forres IV36 1AA  
(Tel: 01309 672 936). Owner 
Peter Boultan is always 
available to give advice. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

FORTH 

THE SALMON season in the 
Forth District kicks off on Feb 1 
after what has been a wet and 
warm winter. “Silver” fish have 
already been seen and we are 
looking forward to a good 

season. Last year was very
mixed but the catch returns
indicate that generally it was
better than 2014, despite the
low water, although not up to
the pre 2012 years. How much
of this is due to lack of good
fishing conditions it is 
impossible to know.A number of
beats and clubs will be open
from Feb 1, including the Teith,
Forth, Almond and Leven.
Other clubs/rivers do not open
their fishing until the beginning
of the brown trout season, on
March 15. Permits for the Forth
and Teith can be obtained from
the beat owners and also
Angling Active in Stirling (www.
anglingactive.co.uk)  and James
Baynes in Callander (www.
fishingtackleshopuk.co.uk). For
the River Almond either
West Lothian Angling 
Association (www.
westlothiananglingassociation.
co.uk) or Cramond Angling Club
(www.fishalmond.co.uk). For the
Leven, River Leven Angling Club
(www.riverlevenanglingclub.
co.uk). 

Like many other rivers in
Scotland the Carron was
hammered by heavy spates in
December. Sections of the
riverbank collapsed, trees were
uprooted and paths broken up.
When the river settles, there
will be a good deal of clearing
up required. No one knows
what damage has been done to
the redds; we can only hope
that some have survived. We
will have more information
when the Forth Fisheries Trust
electro-fishes later on.

The reported catches for
2015 were:  60 salmon/grilse
and 30 sea-trout – well up on
2014, but the rain never came
until the last week in October,

and then it forgot to stop!
The River Avon opens on

March 15 with permits for beats
2, 3 and 5 available from 
Avonbridge Post Office and the
Fishing Shop in Armadale. –
FORTH FISHERIES TEAM.

HALLADALE

GIVEN THE amount of 
precipitation over the previous
week, it was surprising that
opening day was fishable – but
it was eminently so. On Jan 7 a
spate, registering 2.3 m on the
SEPA gauge, swept down the
strath. There was another three
days later (Jan 10), this time
2.75 m on the SEPA gauge 
(equating to some 8 ft  
on the river gauge).

These were the two highest
spates for at least three years;
damage seems to be  
very minimal.

On the morning of Jan 11 the
SEPA gauge read 1.4 m but by
opening day (Jan 12) the river
gauge was sitting at 2 ft 3 in
and falling. Some 20 local rods
fished but just one kelt was
recorded; perhaps many kelts
have been washed out.

In the hatchery, the cold snap
(down to minus 10 deg C 
overnight) in mid January 
compensated for the warm
December and there was little
chance of hatching too early. –
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

HELMSDALE

A MAJOR spate pushed 
downriver on Sunday, Jan 10 
and it looked likely that 
Monday’s opening would be 
dogged by a surfeit of water. 
The SEPA gauge at 6 am on the 

11th registered 1.7 m but by
later that morning much of the
river was fishable (some 3 ft 6 in
on the Salzcraggie gauge). The
water was fairly clear, given
that it had been fairly high
for some time.

On opening day, following
the traditional procession to the
river, ceremony and first cast
(filmed by BBC Alba),  
112 rods registered to fish,
taking advantage of  
the board’s laudable free fishing
– which gives a tremendous
boost to the Helmsdale’s
midwinter economy.

Numbers dwindled 
as the (free) week progressed. It
was pretty fishable all week,
although the latter part was
hampered by very low 
temperatures – down to minus
4 deg C on the Saturday,
inevitably causing issues with
rod rings freezing.  
No fresh fish were caught –
only a few kelts. 

Eggs in the hatchery were
well eyed-up soon after
Christmas and the cold
snap ensured that  
there was no prospect of
early hatching. –  
ANDREW GRAHAM-
STEWART.

KYLEOF
SUTHERLAND

IN THE previous issue I gave an 
incorrect e-mail address for 
those seeking membership and 
ticket information for the Kyle of 
Sutherland Angling Association. 
The correct address is 
kosaa1967@gmail.com 

The club’s AGM is scheduled 
for early March. The exact date 
and related information (guest 
speaker etc) were not available 
at press time. They will be 
posted on the club’s highly 
informative website (www.
kosaa.co.uk) and the club’s new 
Facebook page. – ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 
NAIRN

THE NAIRN opens on March 5, 
and the opening ceremony will 
take place at the Jubilee Bridge 
at 10 am.

The riverbanks are in need of 
maintenance and Nairn AA 
work parties are scheduled to 
start in late January at 
Kildrummie. Several Sunday 
sessions may be required as 
new paths have to be cleared to 
improve left-bank access.

The river escaped the deluge 

Altnaharra Hotel
Sutherland, Scotland  IV27 4UF

PROVIDING HIGHLAND FISHING BREAKS SINCE 1820

www.altnaharra.com � Tel: 01549 411 222

2016 OFFERS
FISHING PACKAGES

3 day packages including full board,
FSEX LMVI ERH ½WLMRK

from £320 per person.

HIGHLAND TWEED
*SV IZIV] � HE]W ½WLMRK FVIEO XEOIR EX

The Altnaharra, hotel guests will be offered one
JVII HE] SJ %YXYQR ½WLMRK SR ,E]WXSYR &IEX�

River Tweed (subject to availability –
see www.tweedbeats.co.uk)

A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

Bywell, River Tyne
Bywell comprises 2½ miles of double bank with a fine mixture 
of fast, powerful pools and one or two longer stretches of 
slower water that fish well in high water. The pools are fished 
mainly from the bank and by wading, with two boats available 
to the fishing parties.

There are two full-time gillies, one for each beat, and two 
fully equipped huts. 
Day-tickets for salmon start at £66 plus vat per rod. 
Contact:Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.  
Purchase tickets online at FishPal: www.fishpal.com/
England/Tyne/Bywell
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that blighted the Don and Dee,
as its catchment lay in the rain
shadow; as a result, only
average-sized spates were
experienced. The partially
cleared blockage at the
Dogleg pool became jammed
with debris again due to the
submerged tree spanning the
river at this point, but 
arrangements have been
made to deal with this as soon
as water levels permit.

Club members are 
reminded that Cawdor beat is
no longer in the association’s
fishings, but the opposite
(Kildrummie) bank can be
fished as usual. Signage to
this effect is being placed at
strategic points. – ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

NESS

OPENING DAY of the season
on the Moriston (Jan 15) was
cold but dry with snow on the
ground. The occasion was
marked by some 30 people.

Gordon Armstrong on pipes
led the procession to the river
where Gordon Kerr addressed
the assembled throng. Donna
Campbell gave the traditional
blessing to the river by
dispensing a quaich of whisky.
David MacLeod (of Graham’s
Tackle) had the first cast.

The River Moriston 
Challenge Trophy (for the
heaviest fish of the season) for
2015 was presented to Angus
Mackenzie – who landed a
fine 24 lb salmon; the previous
year he had shared the trophy
with Ronnie Fraser.

Flows in the river were
“goodish” and the water
temperature, after weeks of
comparatively balmy weather,
was still above the norm,
despite recent frosts; it was
certainly mild enough for fish
to enter the river. However,
there was no early success –
either on the river or on the
loch (three boats ventured
out).

Daily prices for the 
Moriston are £35 to the end of
February and £70 thereafter.
To book call Annie Girvan on
01320 351 300. For further
information, visit www.
glenmoriston.eu – ANDREW
GRAHAM-STEWART.

 

 NITH

THE 2015 season ended with
very high water and continued
in this vein right into the new
year. Six named storms in so

many weeks  played havoc with
everyday life and did untold
damage to the riverbanks and
bed. Storm Frank was the latest
and produced the highest water
on Dec 30, with a rise at
Drumlanrig bridge to over 10 ft.
Anglers in the last few weeks of
the season struggled to catch
fish but did report many moving
through and showing regularly.

A few more beats have made
available their 2015 season
returns. At the bottom end of
the river the Dumfries and
Galloway AA recorded 49
salmon, 19 grilse, 73 sea-trout
and 33 herling. Just over 50 per
cent of the salmon and grilse
were returned. On the Cairn
13 salmon, 17 grilse and ten
sea-trout were caught,
most on the lower water.

Upstream, Barndennoch
has not released a total figure
but had a vastly improved
season on 2014. 

The Mid Nithsdale/
combined beats (including the
Nith Linns  and Drumlanrig
upper beat) landed 63 salmon,
ten grilse and 93 sea-trout. The
Drumlanrig Middle and
Lower beats did not fare so
well, with six salmon, eight
grilse and 34 sea-trout.

This coming season
members of the combined beats
will be able to fish the Middle
and Lower beats,  when
available,  by booking at the
estate office. Prices on all the
Drumlanrig fishings have been
reduced this year. Contact the
estate office on 01848 600 415
or e-mail  fishing@
drumlanrigcastle.co.uk for
details. – ED BAXTER.

NORTH  ESK 

EIGHT DAYS either side of the
New Year it rained and rained.
The deluge was so bad up that
the media really could not cope
and much of the devastation
has gone unreported. 

After the November floods of
2002 I remember warning
anglers that they would fish a
different river in 2003 and it has
taken well over a decade for the
riverbed to repair itself. If you
look closely at returns, you will
see signs of the slow 
improvement (Gallery being a
prime example). That beat
was devastated in 2002
but has been performing very
well recently.

Well, those 2002 floods were
nothing compared to what
happened over New Year and
even now the river flows at a

height that makes assessment 
difficult. I can say that without 
doubt when you return to the 
“Northie” or indeed the 
“Westie” you will be fishing in a 
new river, not even going in the 
same direction in places.

I could try to describe the 
damage but this magazine 
would have to give me 20 pages 
or more, so I will pick one 
example of the fury of this flood. 
Below the old North Water 
Bridge (next to the Pert Lodge), 
if you look downstream you will 
remember an island opposite 
the Inglesmaldie Lodge. It’s 
been there all my life and many 
lifetimes before... but it’s not 
there now – totally gone. There 
is now only a stream, long and 
straight, all the way down to 
where the River Luther enters at 
the Luther pool at the top of the 
Balmakewan beat. Yes, it is 
unbelievable. 

Head bailiff Nigel McMullan 
was desperately worried about 
what damage has been done to 
redds. With such a long period 
of very high water it may be that 
eggs will be out of the river 
system completely, and Hugh 
Campbell Adamson from 
Stracathro also feared 
for the juvenile stock.

The final figures for 2015 on 
the Logie counter were up by 
2,000 on 2014, showing a total 
of 12,100 fish passing upstream

By the time you read this, a 
new season will be upon us and 
I hope that nature will have 
started to mend things – 
enough to give you all some 
good sport. – WESTIE.

OUTER  
HEBRIDES

AFTER A decent early start to 
the 2015 salmon season in the 
Outer Hebrides, with 
reasonable numbers of double-
figure spring and early summer 
salmon landed, there was 
optimism among anglers for the 
summer grilse run. However, as 
was the case on other north-
west Scotland rivers, the 
number of grilse was 
extremely poor.

On a more positive note, the 
sea-trout run was excellent, 
most fisheries recording 
catches well above their five-
year average and Morsgail 
Fishery, in particular, recording 
their best numbers for decades. 

Apart from five overdue 
fishery catch returns, the catch 
figures for salmon/grilse from 
the Outer Hebrides for 2015 was 
955 salmon/grilse (heaviest – 

Grimersta and Barvas, 15 lb).
The following is the fisheries
breakdown: Amhuinnsuidhe
Castle Estate 112; Barvas 90;
Borve Lodge Estate 21;
Carloway (Carloway AC) 16,
Creed 138; Eishken 24;
Fhorsa 65; Finsbay/
Flodabay/Stockinish 1;
Garynahine 50; Gress 13;
Grimersta 225; Laxdale
(Fideach AC) 24; Morsgail 32;
Obbe 18; South Uist 47; and
Uig & Hamanavay 79.

Sea-trout catches, as
mentioned, were excellent, with
3,963 (heaviest – South Uist
Estate, 8 lb) recorded from 15
fisheries: Amhuinnsuidhe 388;
Barvas 15; Borve Lodge Estate
36; Creed 309; Eishken 759;
Fhorsa 31; Fideach AC 121;
Finsbay/Flodabay/Stockinish 47;
Garynahine 149; Gress AA 183;
Grimersta 419; Morsgail 388;
Obbe 217; South Uist Estate
372; Uig & Hamanavay 529.

Although several of the
Hebridean fisheries do not
record brown trout, the
season’s total of 5,762 was
recorded by ten fisheries: Borve
Lodge Estate 81; Garynahine
100; Gress 72; Grimersta 532;
Fhorsa 534; Stornoway AA 293;
Uig & Hamanavay 794; Finsbay/
Flodabay/Stockinish 453; Obbe
744; South Uist Estate 2,159.
The heaviest brown trout was a
magnificent 8 lb 4 oz specimen
from Loch Bee, South Uist.

Morsgail Estate on the west
coast of the Isle of Lewis is
under new ownership. Previous
owner, Mark Molyneux, sold the
estate late last year to
Amhuinnsuidhe Castle Estate.
Enquiries for fishing on the
Morsgail should be directed to
the Amhuinnsuidhe Castle
Estate. Tel: 01859 560 200.

The brown trout season
opens on March 15. 
Tight lines to all the hardy
anglers who venture out on. –
DONNIE MACIVER.

OYKEL

OPENING DAY (Jan 11) was 
quite fishable with a moderate 
water level (0.9 m on the SEPA 
gauge at 6 am); the north-west 
has been comparatively dry so 
far this winter – the Bailey 
Bridge has only been briefly 
submerged on a couple of 
occasions. A handful of rods 
were out and the 
occasional kelt was caught.

By Jan 18, after several days 
and nights of hard frost, the 
Oykel was frozen over. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.

SHIN

THE IMMINENT publication of 
the second cycle of Scotland’s 
River Basin Management Plan, 
covering the period 2016-2021, 
was awaited with considerable 
interest by the Kyle of 
Sutherland District Salmon 
Fishery Board. The latter had 
expended much effort 
highlighting to SEPA the very 
considerable difficulties faced 
by smolts attempting to migrate 
downstream past the hydro-
electric dams in Lairg.

Extensive research has 
determined that over 90 per 
cent of the smolts descending 
the tributary (the Tirry) nearest 
to the dam failed to find the 
latter and/or the way through it 
and thus were unable to migrate 
to sea. This constitutes a 
massive loss even before they 
reach the main river. 

The second cycle of the River 
Basin Management Plan has 
indeed now been published and 
this makes it clear that 
something is to be done on the 
Shin system – although just 
what is not exactly clear. 
Whatever it is has to be 
implemented by 2021. – 
ANDREW 
GRAHAM-STEWART.
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A BEAT TO TRY THIS SPRING

River Earn, Lochlane 
and Laggan
Lochlane and Laggan fishings offer some of the best fly-fishing
on the Earn. Although part of the Tay system, it is smaller and
a lovely manageable size. The river just upstream of Crieff has
wonderful streams, runs and glides. 

The fishing is split into four beats, each allowing a maximum
of three rods. The fishings boast 32 named pools and comprise
2.1 miles of double bank and 0.32 miles of single bank. The
beats are rotated each day.
Day-tickets for salmon start at £25.
Contact Tom Carter, FishPal. Tel: 01573 470 612.
Purchase tickets online at www.fishpal.com/Scotland/Tay/
LochlaneAndLaggan

SOUTH  ESK 

AS MANY of you will know, I
was brought up on the banks of
this river on the Kinnaird Top
beat and have witnessed many
floods, deluges and 
catastrophes over 70 or so
years, but the floods either side
of New Year were something I
thought impossible. A straight
eight days of heavy rain brought
the river up to a height never
seen in living memory.

Although there was a lot of
flooding in Brechin the part-built
flood barriers stood firm and
some 300 properties 
were saved.

New channels have appeared
just below the Brechin Brig,
where the river has tried to take
a new channel through a field at
Dalgetty on Brechin AC water
(part of Southesk Estates) and a
new riverbed, up to 8 ft deep,
has been channelled through
arable land. 

Further downstream near
the Kinnaird Middle beat the
river again tried to form a new
stream straight through two
large winter-sown crops. This
story continues the length of
the river, and head bailiff Nigel

McMullen said he was
devastated at what he expects
to be a near total loss of redds –
and this after what he considers
to be one of the better late runs
on the South Esk in recent
years. I am sure all anglers will
have to learn the lies and pools
afresh. 

At the start of the season we
will, of course, be fishing in a
total catch-and-release
situation, as will all rivers in
Scotland. Remember: we will
benefit from no coastal netting
at the rivermouth and I for one
cannot wait for summer to come
and to great nights with more
sea-trout and salmon in the
river. I have waited a long time
for this. – WESTIE.

SPEY

THE RIVER opens on Feb 11 and,
after last year’s fair start, all are
hoping for good sport this year.

The 2015 season produced a
total salmon and grilse catch
of 7,728 (2,732 grilse). This was
the best season since 2010,
which is very encouraging.

Sea-trout catches were
down from 2,500 to 2,175,
which seems to be attributed to

the fact that the river had a cold
start to the year combined with
few dedicated sea-trout
fishermen actually out on the
river. Among these catches
were some cracking sea-trout
of over 10 lb.  

These wonderful fish offer
some spectacular sport during
the day and at night. They seem
to favour the Grantown area in
late spring and summer and I for
one will be making a short trip
up the A9 to fish for these
excellent fish this summer.

Redd-counts have been
very encouraging across the
whole system. There are plans
for further electro-fishing this
year and we await the results
with interest.

Gillies from Delfur up to the
Dulnain have been commenting
on the number of fish they saw
in the river last season – it’s
always good to get this
sortof feedback from the
horse’s mouth. 

The Spey has not 
experienced the flooding that
has caused so much damage
elsewhere. The pools and
indeed tracks along the beats
are all reported to be in good
order. Some gravel will
have shifted over the winter
but no more than usual. –
TOM CARTER.

STINCHAR

SINCE THE beginning of
November the rain has been
relentless, producing some
huge spates on the Stinchar. On
Dec 30 the biggest flood since
1982 caused considerable
damage. All roads were closed,
cutting off all the villages in the
local area. This massive spate
came mostly from the Wee
Stinchar, and Minuntion
suffered badly, with fences
and roads washed away.

River board chairman Johnny
Warrender told me that as he
was clearing up the debris on
his fences, he found salmon
eggs stuck among the leaves
and grass. This only confirms
what we all feared during these
massive spates. Farther down
at Laggansarroch the work done
last year on the railway bridge is
turning into a nightmare, both
for the river and Scotrail. The
engineers completely closed the
right arch with armour rock,
forcing all the water through the
left one. This was to protect the
centre pillar. We called a
meeting with the railway and
SEPA and the landowners asked
me to represent them and to

explain why this project could
not stay the way it
had been left.

It now causes flooding in the
field immediately upstream
(which never happened before),
it is backing up at this
bottleneck, resulting in a build-
up of gravel at the road bridge
pool, but it is on the
downstream side of the bridge
that the problem is. I warned
them that the force of water
being squeezed through such a
narrow gap would have a huge
scouring effect and would
actually increase the pressure
on the centre pillar.

Yet another hydrologist
report would be commissioned,
I was told, and then they would
report back to all agencies,
which to date has not yet
happened.

I went for a look a few days
ago and just as I feared, there
has been massive scouring
through and immediately
downstream of the channel. I

contacted the landowner and
advised him to contact the
railway and get their engineers
on site, as I suspected the
foundations had been
undermined. One chap
appeared the first day, then
everyone and their auntie the
next day. The outcome
is that the bridge is closed –
closing the rail line from
Stranraer to Girvan.

The road down to the
Almont and Hallowchapel
fishings was badly damaged
as the river came straight
through the Jubilee Bridge and
headed across the field and
entered the river again at the
Flats. The flood bank at
Dalreoch Pot has been
scattered down the field.

At Colmonell bridge the
timber walkway on the
upper side of the bridge was
washed away.

On Knockdolian, there was
damage to Dalni road and the
banking at Corbie Stairs
has taken a pounding. Shakiston
and McCallum huts were
washed away.

I haven’t managed to visit

Balnowlart or Ballantrae beats 
yet, but no doubt pools 
will have changed.

The river opens on Feb 25 
and I’m sure the odd optimist 
will be out for a throw.  – 
STINCHARLAD.

TAY

THE 2016 Tay salmon season 
opened on Jan 15. Opening days 
are always eagerly anticipated 
and this year’s was no 
exception, albeit with some 
nervousness until very close to 
the event. Like a large swathe 
of Britain, the Tay has seen 
relentless high water all winter 
and some very major flooding. 
At different times several of the 
flow records on SEPA gauges 
were broken. We have suffered 
damage – some parts of the 
system have even seen shifts in 
watercourses, which will have 
spelled disaster for some spring 
salmon redds – but perhaps we 
didn’t get it quite so bad as 
some. As the Tay is such a big 
catchment, we never had 
torrential rain across the whole 
catchment at any given time. 
Subcatchments got the worst of 
it at any one time, meaning that 
in the main river, at least, levels 
didn’t quite rise to some of the 
heights seen in the past – for 
example in 1993.

With little over a week 
before opening day, prospects 
for even a safe cast looked 
unlikely, let alone catching 
anything. However, because the 
last major bouts of rain came 
from the east and affected the 
River Isla very badly, the Tay 
above the Isla confluence 
started dropping quite nicely. 
Then, with only a few days to 
go, the weather turned more 
wintry with frost and a little 
snow inland. When the sun rose 
on opening day the water was 
clear and well down, and the 
weather nippy with a little 
dusting of snow on the ground. 
In fact the conditions were 
some of the best for opening 
day in a number of years. What 
a relief that was! But would the 
be fish there? 
That was the big question. 

There was quite a bit of 
anticipation given the 
improvement in Tay spring 
catches in the past few years. 
Would this be another good 
one? But what effect had the 
floods had? Where 
would any fish be after all that?

Of course the season kicked 
off, as usual, with a number of 
ceremonies up and down the 

Stinchar 
salmon eggs 
found among 
debris
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river, the two largest being held
at Dunkeld and Kenmore, most
beats holding their own smaller
versions. At the Hilton Dunkeld
House beat, Environment and
Fisheries Minister Dr Aileen
McLeod MSP blessed the first
boat with the traditional quaich
of whisky and performed the
first cast of the season. Earlier,
in the hotel, Dr McLeod had
addressed an opening-day
breakfast where she stressed
the value of the sector to the
Scottish economy and 
expressed her own interest in
fishing, having gone fishing with
her brothers as a child. She also
presented the Fishpal Malloch
Trophy to the 2015 winner,
Tom Buchanan, who caught an
estimated 35 lb fish on the
River Lyon last April.

And so we were off.
In the event, I have heard of

four springers caught on
opening day. The first fish, I
understand, was caught on the
Linn pool by Taymount angler,
Alan Chapman. The 7 lb fish
took a harled Kynoch. Later,
from the same pool, Gail O’Dea,
wife of Taymount’s head gillie
Con, had a 14-pounder on a
Vision 110. Several unspent
autumn fish were also caught.
On the Kercock beat Jim
McEwan caught an 11-pounder
on a Toby Salmo. However, the
biggest fish of the day was a
24-pounder caught by Peter
Backhouse at Findynate on a
30g silver Toby. This is the
second time in recent years
Peter has won the Redford
trophy for the largest Tay fish on
opening day. He also won it with
a 16-pounder on an opening day
about five years ago, if I recall.

On the second day of the
season a few more springers
were added to the scoreboard.
Since Taymount and Stobhall
alternate between two beats
day about, it was Stobhall’s
turn on the Linn pool. Three
springers were caught in the
pool and a fourth further up the
beat at Tam’s Corner. Another
fish was caught on the
Newtyle beat – an 11-pounder
by Stephen Bogan on a pearl-
and-pink Payo 110. On 
Glendelvine, Roger Parton had
a fish of 9 lb and another was
reported from Lower Farleyer.

So far as predicting anything
goes, you can’t probably say
much on the basis of two days.
Eleven fish for the first two days
is pretty much the recent norm,
although conditions were much
better than they often have
been. However, in 2013 some 21

fish were caught on opening
day, the last time conditions
were equally good. That spring
turned out to be the best in
years. It is interesting that,
despite the long spell of high
water and mild weather, nearly
half the fish have been caught
in the Linn pool, although there
have been a couple in the upper
Tay, too. Perhaps levels have
just been too high to get fish
past the Linn. It is also 
interesting that some beats
have mentioned catching more
kelts than last year, even after
all the water. A number of beats
have also mentioned catching
some unspent hen fish – the so-
called baggots – which haven’t
been much in evidence in the
past two or three years.

PROSPECTS

The latter part of February
and especially into March
is often when things really
start to pick up a bit. As to
where you might expect a
fish, if it does stay relatively
cold and low then look for
lower beats around Stanley,
though that is no hard-and-
fast rule. With higher water
and milder weather fish
could run anywhere. Middle
beats might be worth a go
as might upper Tay beats
and of course Loch Tay.
I suggest you keep up to
date with conditions and
availability on www.fishtay.
co.uk and plan 
accordingly. – 
BEN LUI.

THURSO

THE NEW season started with
the biggest spate of the year,
with the water well over 6 ft.
After days of wind and rain,
opening day dawned dry
and bright as piper John
McCrae led the party across
Halkirk bridge and down
to the Comlifoot pool. 

Alan Youngson proposed the
toast to the river and the
new season and then Stan
Headley was invited to cast the
first fly, appropriately a
Fast Eddie, one of his 
own inventions. 
With high water there was
limited activity on the river, but
those who did venture out
connected with a few kelts.
As I write this 
(Jan 16) the river is now at
18 in – a perfect height to
connect with the first 
fish of the season! – 
TIM HAWES.

TWEED

AFERR THE big flood on Dec 6
we had another three major
floods during the month. On the
bottom gauge at Norham we
had 13 ft on Dec 10, 18 ft on
Dec 26 and around
15 ft on Dec 30.

The hope now is that the
spawning areas haven’t been
damaged, but some of the upper
tributary gauges have shown a
lot of water through the month.
There is bound to be gravel
movement in places, and bank
damage. Although over its
banks in places, the river and its
tributaries didn’t cause much
property flooding as we have
seen in other parts of the
country. It almost got into the
bottom end of Norham village,
and flooded the Boathouse
area, and many roads were
underwater at times, with
water coming from the river and
running out of the fields.

It seemed to rain every day.
The Junction lost its hut but,
contrary to last month’s report, I
didn’t lose mine. Being of solid
stone that would be difficult! It
was flooded, though, as was the
Cornhill to Wark road alongside.
Evidently a motorist picked a
salmon from the flooded road
and put it back in the river.

It rained right over the first
weekend of the new year, and
into the Monday. If this rain had
come from the west the river
would have been very big but,
as it was, it still made over 12 ft
on the bottom gauge at
Norham. More rain late on Jan 6
saw the same gauge at 15 ft
with the Till and Whiteadder
both big and over their banks in
places. So we had six big floods 
in six weeks when one every 
few years would be the norm. 

In the second half of the first 
week rain on Saturday gave us a 
big river the following day. The 
second week, starting Jan 11, 
was frosty over the second half 
with a lot of snow on the hills on 
the Thursday. It will take a long, 
dry cold spell to lower the water 
as the new season approaches.  
– BOB HARRISON.

Ireland
CURRANE

THE SEASON opened on Jan 17 
and Currane, like the River 
Drowes, failed to produce an 
opening-day fish due to 
extraordinary floods and 
unfishable conditions.  

On the river at the famous 
Butler pool, gillie Michael 
O’Dwyer and client lost a 
salmon. Conditions on the lough 
were better the following day, 
however, and Neil O’Shea 
caught the first salmon of the 
year at 10 lb. This was Ireland’s 
first salmon 0f 2016; it took a 
trolled Rainbow Rapala. 
The following two days were 
calm but only a few kelts 
were reported. – 
PAUL BOURKE.

NORTHERN 
IRELAND

AT THE Ulster Angling 
Federation’s (UAF) AGM reports 
highlighted all progress 
achieved.  
The strategic 2014 Review of 
Angling in Northern Ireland 
made recommendations to help 
the development of angling and 
helped raise the sport’s profile 
within all levels of government. 
UAF chairman Jim Haughey said 
that as a result, Sport NI has 
enabled them to employ an 
angling active clubs’ 
co-ordinator to help halt the 
decline in newcomers to fishing. 
Benefits of this are already 
evident. The development of a 
new website www.anglingni.
com by Gary Lavery as a “one-
stop shop” for angling clubs, the 
increase in the number of 
coaches and coach tutors plus 
club improvements point 
to a better future.
      Jim Haughey reminded us of 
the huge reduction in the 

number of salmon returning to 
our waters. Very low numbers 
of returning salmon mean there 
is continuing pressure on the 
authorities to introduce ever 
more stringent catch 
restrictions. He added that this 
is a time when restraint must be 
the order of the day. Better 
news is that the UAF have 
secured agreement with the 
Loughs Agency to proposals, 
despite some residual legal 
problems, for a buy-out of the 
remaining salmon nets in the 
Foyle area. This was done via 
the North Atlantic 
Salmon Fund (NI). 
      Robbie Marshall, 
development officer, reported 
that implementation of the 
Water Framework Directive has 
been poor, and a large number 
of waters continue to show 
little improvement. The UAF will 
continue to lobby for 
improvements. Considerable 
time has been spent preparing 
submissions on hydro schemes 
on behalf of clubs. It is a 
continuing battle to get the 
NIEA licensing team to adopt 
reasonable standards for our 
rivers and any information now 
received on such schemes is 
totally inadequate. Despite 
protests, sand dredging 
continues to be permitted by 
the NIEA in Lough Neagh even 
though they admit that no 
planning permission exists. The 
UAF believe that both the 
Habitats Directive and the 
Water Framework Directive are 
being breached. This matter is 
now before Europe and we 
await a ruling in due course. 

Much time was spent over 
the past 12 months to ensure 
adequate proposals were 
included in the management 
plans for Lough Erne and Lough 
Neagh. We now await the 
outcome of the consultation 
process and DCAL’s intentions.  
– MICHAEL SHORTT.

Junction loses 
hut, and roads 
awash in 
Tweed floods
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SALMON LOBWORMS
Fresh picked and toughened 
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TROUT DENDROS Xtra Tough 
½kg DENDROS £17.50 

Prices incl VAT & 1st Class Post 
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www.wormbait.co.uk �
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www.yorkshire-worms.co.uk 07462 474 223

endrobaena
Worms

Smalls to Large
Extra Large 3g+

Tough and Lively

Lobworms
‘The

Fishermans

Favourite’

Fresh & Firm
Add Ref TS16 
when ordering

LOUGH CORRIB 
IRELAND

Kevin Molloy 
Guide & Boathire

0879604170
kevinmolloy72@eircom.net

LOCH AWE BOATS, ARDBRECKNISH, 
DALMALLY, ARGYLL PA33 1BH.

.

Tel:  07703 112422  Email: cliff@lochaweboats.co.uk

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

LOWER

RIVER BEAULY

SYNDICATE

Two Rods of 5 rod beat

IN PERPETUITY

Week 34

Fishing is for 6 up to 12 days
to the close of the season

(15 October) for just 1 week’s
maintenance fee per rod

Subletting is permitted

5 rod beat averages

10 year average 21.6 salmon
5 year average 21.4 salmon

£27,000

Contact -

Eric Le Rossignol
01534 741787

or e-mail

lerossignols_both@yahoo.co.uk

River Spey
~ Castle Grant Beats ~ 

Day Rods available Feb & March 2016 
Castle Grant Beats 1 & 3 – for all current availability please 

contact the Estate oice as detailed below.

~ Kinchurdy Beat ~ 
Days Rods available – Prices from £15.00 to £50.00 plus VAT pr/pd

Tracy Wharton, Strathspey Estate Oice, Old Spey Bridge 
Road, Grantown on Spey, Moray  PH26 3NQ

Tel: (01479) 872529 or Fax: (01479) 873452 
Email: mail@strathspey-estate.co.uk 

Website: www.strathspey-estate.co.uk

Lower & Upper Beat
Lanrick Estate, River Teith,

Doune, Perthshire

Last minute deals with 
accommodation if required

Short Breaks & Day Tickets
Available

Tel: 01786 841866 or
Email: penny@lanrick.co.uk

www.lanrick.co.uk

GRANTOWNON SPEY
Strathspey Angling Improvement Association

YEAR 2016 SEASON 11th Feb to 30th Sept
www.speyfishing-grantown.co.uk

The Association now has Upper Castle Grant back on a full time basis

– ie six days a week

TICKET PRICES: Season Ticket £595 Adult.
Weekly (7 days) £215 Adult, Junior £15 week.
Daily ticket £55 9am-midnight (£20 to 31/3).

Only season and weekly tickets to fish Upper Castle Grant
Contact: Mortimers, 3 High St, Grantown-on-Spey, PH26 3HB.

Tel: 01479 872684. Fax: 01479 872211.
Email: mortimers@spey.fsnet.co.uk

Undisputably the best
Association Fishing in the UK

Salmon caught 2015 - 316
Sea Trout caught 2015 - 313

RIVER TEST
FISHING ON THE WORLD FAMOUS

BROADLANDS ESTATE
Trout & Salmon 

Day rods available 
Single or group bookings

Further details contact:
Neil Freeman

Tel. 01794 518076/07785 281349
email: neil@broadlandsfishing.com
ZZZ�EURDGODQGVÀVKLQJ�FRP

 RIVER EDEN, CARLISLE CUMBRIA

Richard Aldridge  
rvhaldridge@hotmail.com

01889 566023

DROWES FISHERY 

/LAREEN ESTATE
Home to some of Ireland’s finest 

salmon fishing

Weekend and weekly fishing & 
accommodation packages available

www.drowessalmonfishery.com

RIVER TAY

DELVINE BURNBANE 

FISHING

Bookings:

Contact:

RIVER CONWY
A rod in an exclusive 

syndicate has become 

available. 2 miles of double 

bank fishing at 

the head of the tide with 

excellent salmon  

holding pools. 

Car park, fishing hut etc.

maxcoventry@aol.com 
or Tel: 01352 720300

�e Morphie 
Fishings

River North Esk

FISHING TO LET
Tel: 01246 590393 

Derbyshire Estates Ltd 
(Simon Pass)

FOR SALE
296 back issues of T&S 

from 1986 to present 
in good condition.

Contact: 07500421218

GALLOWAY, SW SCOTLAND

RIVERS BLADNOCH/CREE-SALMON/TROUT
Special offer Free Spring Salmon fishing, February and
March with cottage rental. April Salmon Rods £50 with

cottage rental, £110-£140 p/w rest of year

10 miles of private beats. Quality Salmon/trout/sea trout on good open
fly water. Spring Salmon Fishing on River Bladnoch from 11th Feb -

wading mainly unnecessary. Enthusiastic fishermen owner.

BOOK NOW FOR PRIME SUMMER SALMON/GRILSE FISHING.

3 traditional cottages close to the River sleeping 4-8 from £310 pw. Log fires,
attractive countryside, coastline, wildlife, hills & golf.

Jonathan Haley, Oak Cottage, Mochrum Park, Kirkcowan, Newton Stewart DG8 0BX

Tel: 01422 316918 or 01671 830471
email: mochrumpark@aol.com web: www.mochrumpark.co.uk

FISHING ON

THE TAY
www.royaldunkeld.co.uk

THE ROYAL

DUNKELD HOTEL
Former coaching inn and now a 3***

STB hotel in picturesque Dunkeld
on the banks of the River Tay.

Informal atmosphere, good food 
and hopefully good fishing

Bed and breakfast from £34.00 per person 
per night based on 2 sharing

Tel: 01350 727322

SUE MACNIVEN
Casting frustration!

Quality AAPGAI instruction without 
the jargon. Relax in our calm, quiet 

B&B in SW Scotland.

www.damselflyfishing.co.uk
Tel:- 07740243269

FISHING & FAMILY HOLIDAYS
Superb boat & bank trout fishing

Holiday cottages & cabins, no biting midges
SE coast Scotland - River Tweed nearby

Tel 01890 771960
www.coldinghamloch.co.uk

EVERYMAN GHILLIE

SERVICES Scotland-wide ghillie

services, salmon fishing 

instruction from a qualified 

teacher and occasional courses 

- Contact Bill Cottle - 

BILL@EGSSCOTLAND.CO.UK

MOBILE-07748 002797 

WWW.EGSSCOTLAND.CO.UK

WANTED
Hardy ishing tackle, old and modern, 

also other makes of old tackle.

STRATHMORE
FISHING TACKLE

Please telephone 

01786 823361 or email 

strathmoretackle@gmail.com

Vintage Tackle,
Hardy Reels and Accessories,

Allcocks & Farlows gear, GREGORY lures
Valuations undertaken

Roger Still, “Acorns”, Gt. Barton,
Suffolk, IP31 2NY. Tel: 01359 231726

Mobile: 07860 313646
Email:roger@stillfishing.com

www.stillfishing.com

WANTED
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The ultimate fly?
Giles Catchpole lays claim to the original Kitchen Sink

I
T IS AN axiom well
established that when a
person is seized of an
idea of pure genius,
somewhere in the world
another person will have

precisely the same lightbulb
moment but that only one of them
will do anything useful about it.

I can now demonstrate both
the truth and the untruth of
that assertion.

On page 71 of the November
issue of T&S Ross Macdonald gave
due consideration to a salmon fly
that carries the title of the Kitchen
Sink. In his review he suggests its
origin lies in the autumn of 2012.

Well, that summer I was fishing
on the Spey. I say fishing but fishing
implies the participation of fish and
of fish that week we had seen no
sign whatever. So what we were
doing was casting practice. It was a
very agreeable time for all that. The
sun shone, bees buzzed and the baa-lambs cavorted
in the meadows beside the river. The regular swish of
rod and line combined with the trickles and gurgles
of the passing stream in a somnolent routine. 

From time to time we would change pools. Change 
flies. Change lines. We fished high and we fished low. 
Deep and shallow. Fast and slow. We put in upstream 
mends and downstream. We stripped hard and fast 
and let flies sink until we could feel our lures 
bumping along the gravel. We cast across the  
river and down the river and we cast at all  
angles in between. 

We did it by the book and we
tried radical alternative 
strategies. In other words we did
the lot. Everything. The works.
The whole enchilada. 

And as the last afternoon slid
through our fingers I sat with the
gillie and asked him what else we could do.

“What else is there we can do?” I said.
He took off his cap and dragged the back of his hand

across his brow. Then he ran his fingers through his 
hair and crammed the cap back down. 

“I’m damned if I know,” he says. “I’ve fished this 
river man and boy and I’ve gillied for the best part of 
three decades. I’ve seen most things and heard about 
a few more and we have tried all of them. I’d like to 
say there is one more thing but I don’t know what else 
to suggest. We’ve tried everything but the kitchen 
sink. And I haven’t got one of those.”

“Then that is what we need. Let us repair to the hut 
and we will give it a lash.” 

And that is how our version of the 
Kitchen Sink came into being.

“It will have to be on a copper 
tube,” I suggested, “because that is 
where the mains comes in.”

“Aye,” says he, “porcelain or 
stainless, do ye think, for the body?”

“Why not a white body with a 
silver rib, to cover the options?”

“With grey and white wing, 
perhaps?”

“There will have to be a plug and 
chain, I suppose? And hot and cold 
sides. A blue cheek and a red one?”

It was as happy a way as any to 
spend the last few minutes before 
the drive home. Shortly thereafter I 
bumped into Paul Frapwell tying 
flies in the S&TA tent at a local show 
and I challenged him to make the 
concept real. This was The Kitchen 
Sink prototype. Several months 
later, he sent me a pair of highly 
elaborate versions with pot-scourer 
hackles and Brillo pad wings, a 

fluorescent pink Marigold tail and a splendid black 
beadhead plug, which perfectly encapsulated the 
abstract concept of the Kitchen Sink. He explained 
that the use of single or double hooks would elegantly 
suggest a mixer or separate hot and cold taps.

The Kitchen Sink version 3.0 was created by Robin 
Scott, an occasional correspondent for this magazine. 
It, too, was a Shrimp derivative, sparsely tied to a gold 
double but its defining feature was the blue wing for 
the cold feature over a red hackle for the hot.

I am now turning in my hand the KS 4.0/B, created 
by a friend on the Tweed. This is 
a Cascade KS variant on a 
copper tube with a generous 
grey and white wing 
incorporating a dash of flash. A 
silver plug and chain run down 
the body and blue and red 
jungle-cock cheeks and 

fluorescent pink tail complete the dressing. 
Has it caught fish? Have any of them caught fish?
The answer to this is not yet. But the rules for the 

use of the Kitchen Sink – in all its forms – are strict.
It can only be used for the last hour on the final day 

of a fishless trip. It must be confirmed that all other 
lures and techniques have been tried without success. 
Then – and only then – may you lash on the Kitchen 
Sink. And on that basis, one day it’s going to work. In 
the meanwhile I can confirm that under those 
specific circumstances it has performed no less 
spectacularly than any other fly in my box. As the new 
season gets under way there can be no doubt that 
everybody needs a Kitchen Sink.  

“Single or double hooks would 
elegantly suggest a mixer or 
separate hot and cold taps”
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Now you can explore even the most remote waters without 

compromise. The new 6 piece GR70 travel rods have been 

developed to allow you to be mobile without any sacrifice in 

performance. Available in 9' #5, 9'6 #7, and a double handed 

version in 14'6 #9. 

Prices start from £239.99 RRP.

greysfishing.com


