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Connect your home to a 
deeper music experience 

Channelling forty years of audio engineering and design excellence, we present 
Mu-so – a range of compact, yet commanding wireless music systems. Simple to connect, 

Mu-so o�ers total control via the Naim App, so you can unleash your music wherever it’s stored, 
in breathtaking quality. With a host of versatile features, you can sync up to  ve systems 

to play the same song beat-for-beat in any room of your home.
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Rob Leedham, Editor / @robleedham

Most months I write this letter while huddled away in a 
Twickenham office corner with rain lashing against the 
windows. Right now, I’m in sunny LA for the E3 games 
conference and things are infinitely more cheery.

Not only have I witnessed the launch of the Xbox One X, a 4K 
console that blows Sony’s PS4 Pro out of the water, but I’ve never 
been to the City of Angels before and there’s a load of stuff I want 
to see – and I’m not just talking about Forza Motorsport 7. Trouble 
is, I’ve only brought my iPhone along with me for the trip. It’s a good 
thing, then, that this month’s cover feature is all about taking great 
pictures with any camera. 

You see, the key to a good photo is its composition – not whether 
you took it on a Canon, a Fujifilm or a Samsung Galaxy S8. If you 
have the knowhow, that perfect shot is always in reach. So from 
food snaps to wildlife photography, this issue has the kit and tips 
to elevate your summer holiday pics to the next level.

Elsewhere we’ve got an exclusive look at the OnePlus 5, successor 
to what we called the ‘best phone ever’: the OnePlus 3. Our full 
review is on p61 – no spoilers, but I think you’re gonna be tempted. 
The one slight pity? We’ll never get to see a OnePlus 4, as its name 
roughly translates as ‘OnePlus death’ in Chinese. Which, come to 
think of it, would be a great name for an LA hair metal revival band…

Welcome

If you know your 
gadgets, you could 
be on our panel 
of tech experts: 
find out more at 
techpanel.co.uk 

WANT TO 
REVIEW 
STUFF?

GET THIS 
MONTH’S 
DIGITAL EDITION

WAIT, 
HOW DO 

I GET THAT 
COVER?!?
SEE P98

Stuff is also available for 
iPad or iPhone – download 
it from the App Store, or 
turn to p98 for this month’s 
subscription offer. 

Android fan? Stuff is also 
available on Google Play, Zinio 
and Exact Editions. 
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I BEFRIENDED  
AN A.I. ROBOT
Cozmo is smarter than 
most bots I’ve met. In fact, 
he’s got better social skills 

than a few humans I’ve met. He doesn’t 
need food, but he has an insatiable appetite 
for block-stacking and playing games.  
He looked genuinely deflated when I 
declined his request for yet another round 
of ‘knuckles’, and gets really angry when 
you turn him on his side. Perhaps this kind 
of frustration will be the spark that causes 
the robot takeover. If so, I for one welcome 
our new adorable overlords. 
Sarah Hunt, Marketing Executive

I SPENT A DAY 
BEING A NINJA…
…at the new Lego Ninjago 
World. The attraction, now 
open at Legoland Windsor, 

features a host of fun Ninjago-themed 
rides, chief among them the awesome  
Lego Ninjago: The Ride. This 4D assault  
sees you whisked around a track where 
you’re faced with armies of Lego baddies,  
at which you have to fling virtual shurikens 
while enduring fiery heat and icy blasts. At 
the end, you find out who won. I lost to my 
seven-year-old daughter, of course, and 
she’ll never let me forget it. 
Marc McLaren, Editor, Stuff.tv 

I SNOOZED  
TO BIRDSONG  
ON THE ROOF  
OF A MINI
Own a Mini Countryman, 

enjoy camping and have a spare £2400? In 
that case, AutoHome’s Roof Tent may give 
your next trip a boost. Within a couple of 
minutes of easy setup you’ve got yourself  
a mobile camper. Being elevated kept the 
damp ground and its crawling insects far 
away, while the in-built mattress was just 
the right squishiness. And there are perks 
up on the roof, like waking up to lovely 
sweeping vistas on the wild Atlantic coast. 
Natalya Paul, Social Media Editor

I GAMED HARD 
WITH MY FELLOW 
STUFFERS
We accepted a challenge 
from Game to take part  

in the weekly Overwatch night at its  
Belong gaming arena in London… and  
were predictably annihilated by the regulars. 
Luckily, having made our apologies and 
moved on, we redeemed our cred with  
the more forgiving Rocket League and VR 
sensation Farpoint, all available to play by 
the hour. We’re already preparing ourselves 
for the Destiny, Counter-Strike and fighting 
game nights… if Game will have us back. 
Guy Cocker, Global Editor-In-Chief

Overground camping, underground gaming
OUR MONTH

Making Stuff up 
Editor  

Rob Leedham 
Deputy Editor  
Tom Wiggins

Production Editor 
Richard Purvis

Acting News Editor  
Chris Rowlands
Reviews Editor

Tom Morgan
Features Editor  

Mark Wilson
Staff Writer  
Ryan Jones 

Editor, Stuff.tv  
Marc McLaren 

Social Media Editor 
Natalya Paul

Colouring Stuff in  
Brand Art Editor  
Chee-Chiu Lee

Deputy Art Editor  
Ross Presly

Senior Designer  
Will Clarke

Senior Video Editor 
Peter Brown

Keeping Stuff in order
Global Editor-In-Chief 

Guy Cocker
International Director 

Alastair Lewis
Syndication Enquiries  

Isla Friend 
020 8267 5058
Brand Manager 
Claire Griffiths 

Marketing Executive
Sarah Hunt

Office Manager 
Sarah Weetch

Contributors  
Andrew Williams, Craig 

Grannell, Andrew Hayward, 
Sam Kieldsen, Adam Cook, 

Meg Saunders,Tom Parsons,  
Tom Regan, Verity Burns, 

Matt Beedle, Mitch Payne, 
RGB Digital, Pete Gardner

Cover images
Matt Beedle 

Email us  
stuff@haymarket.com 
Call us 020 8267 5036 

Haymarket  
Media Group,  
Bridge House,  

69 London Road, 
Twickenham  

TW1 3SP
Stuff is a member of the 

Independent Press Standards 
Organisation. We abide by the 

Editors’ Code of Practice and are 
committed to upholding the highest 
standards of journalism. If you think 

we haven’t met those standards and 
want to make a complaint, contact 
stuff@haymarket.com. For more 

information, contact IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or visit www.ipso.co.uk

Haymarket is certified by BSI to environmental 
standard ISO14001 and energy management 

standard ISO50001.





H O T

10

TS

The One 
you really want

Wasn’t last year’s Xbox 
One S 4K-capable too? Kind 
of, but the One X is the only 

console that can achieve 
Ultra HD without upscaling 

and at 60fps.



25 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH

11

U F F

ONE TO THE 
POWER OF X

Xbox One X
A wise man once said: “No one man 

should have all that power. The clock’s 
ticking, I just count the hours.” Alas, the 

noble poetry of Kanye West is now 
entirely redundant thanks to Microsoft’s 

new 4K games console. Why? Anyone 
who’s recently upgraded to a new 4K telly 

will count the Xbox One X as essential. 
Not only does this box come with so many 
teraflops we’ve lost count of them; it also 

doubles as an awesome home cinema 
machine with an Ultra HD Blu-ray player 

and support for Dolby Atmos. That’s 
enough power to blow Sony’s PS4 Pro out 

of the sea, but it does come at a cost. At 
£449, the One X is the most expensive 

games console ever – even more so than 
the famously eye-watering PS3. Time 

to mine another Kanye song for life 
advice: Gold Digger, of course.

As hot as… that summer when everyone 
wore shutter shades

£449 / stuff.tv/XboxOneX

HOT
FOUR

#1

One for 
the road

Few games make the most 
of the One X’s monstrous 

internals, but Forza 
Motorsport 7 is a gorgeous 

exception. Read more 
about it on p22.
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Rob Leedham, Editor
The Xbox One X is a console 
that demands a lot of its players. 
Specifically, a whole lot of cash. 

To get the absolute best out of Microsoft’s 
new console you’re going to need a 4K TV, 
a Dolby Atmos surround sound system and 
a library of Ultra HD Blu-rays. Oh, and a spare 
£449 for the console itself. 

So long as you’ve got that all-important 
4K telly, the One X is shaping up to take its 
place at the very top of your Christmas list. 
Why? Half my time spent tearing around 
the Nurburgring in Forza Motorsport 7 
was done in slack-jawed wonderment. 
The One X isn’t just a slightly better 
version of Sony’s PS4 Pro with the same 
upscaling skills; it’s the real 4K deal, and 
fully deserving of that ‘world’s most 
powerful console’ tag.

What I don’t know right now is how 
many games are actually going to make 
use of that added graphical oomph. In 
theory, the One X should be the ultimate 
way to play gaming’s big hitters, but 
it’s not yet clear whether the likes 
of Call of Duty: WWII, Destiny 2 and 
FIFA 18 will deliver on that promise. If 
not, it’ll be up to Microsoft’s relatively 
slim selection of first-party titles to pick 
up the shortfall.

But with the right support, the Xbox 
One X will prove to be the new king 
of consoles. No question. 

HANDS-ON IMPRESSIONS

TAKE A LOOK 
AT ALL THE BEST 

GAMES OF E3
p22-25



DESIGN

POWER

PERFORMANCE

GAMES

Sony has spent the last 
few years delivering a 
flood of big exclusives. 
From Uncharted 4 to 
Bloodborne and Horizon 
Zero Dawn, there are 
plenty of reasons to buy 
a PlayStation 4.

The Switch might not 
have a wealth of games, 
but their quality can’t be 
disputed. Breath of the 
Wild is fantastic, with 
Super Mario Odyssey, 
Metroid Prime 4 and 
Splatoon 2 still to come.

Arguably games with 
HDR make a bigger 
impact than those in 
4K. The Pro shares this 
contrast-boosting skill 
with the One X, and has 
seen support from the 
biggest developers.

The Switch’s key party 
trick – flitting between 
docked and handheld 
modes – is a seamless 
process. Almost as 
crucially, few games 
suffer from significant 
frame-rate issues.

There’s no doubting 
the One X’s power and 
potential when you see 
Forza Motorsport 7 
running on it. But right 
now, we don’t know how 
much of that oomph will 
be used by developers.

The Pro’s 4.12 teraflops 
of graphical grunt is 
enough to display some 
games in native 4K but 
most are just upscaled 
to that resolution. Still, 
you’ll have be a real nerd 
to spot the difference.

The Switch was never 
intended to be a gaming 
powerhouse, which 
is just as well since 
its Tegra X1 processor 
doesn’t always offer 
Full HD resolution when 
docked to the TV. 

A six-teraflop graphics 
chip is unheard-of 
in a home console. 
Microsoft promised 
proper 4K gaming with 
the One X and it has 
delivered that with 
huge success.

The PS4 Pro vaguely 
resembles a burnt grilled 
cheese sandwich. It 
takes up a lot of space 
under your TV and isn’t 
all that pretty. Once 
it’s tucked away, you’ll 
quickly forget about it.

No one does fun like 
Nintendo, and the 
Switch captures that 
spirit with its portable 
design, neon Joy-Cons 
and idiot-proof dock. 
What it lacks in subtlety 
it makes up for in charm.

This is the smallest Xbox 
ever made. Design-wise 
it’s basically a shrunken 
version of last year’s 
One S, with the same 
looks, connections 
and controller. Only 
in black.

XBOX ONE X PS4 PRO NINTENDO 
SWITCHVSVS
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If the One X’s hardware 
is astounding, then 
its line-up of games 
is significantly less so. 
Aside from Forza and 
Sea of Thieves, there are 
few exclusives that will 
tempt gamers to Xbox.

Resolution 
Native 4K with HDR
Hard drive 1TB
Processor 
Eight custom x86 
cores @ 2.3GHz
GPU AMD graphics 
with 6 teraflops
RAM 8GB
Connectivity
USB x3, Ethernet, 
HDMI in and out, 
optical audio out, 
IR blaster, Wi-Fi
Dimensions 300x 
240x60mm, 3.8kg

TECH SPECS
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ROBOT 
OFFSPRING

ESSENTIAL PHONE
When the father of Android creates a phone 

of his own, chances are it’ll be something 
special. Andy Rubin’s pet project, it turns 

out, is exactly that: a slab of sheer 
smartphone beauty, the Essential Phone 

ditches ugly bezels with a display that 
dominates the modular mobile’s facade. 

Modular? Oh yes – this slim thing also 
packs a magnetic connector for bolting on 
accessories, limited for now to a mini 360° 
snapper and a charging dock. While you 
wait for further bits to stick on it, you can 
caress the Essential Phone’s ultra-tough 
titanium and ceramic build (which is sure 

to survive a hefty knock or several), before 
remarking on its flagship-scaring 

Snapdragon 835 CPU. Turns out Rubin’s 
concept of ‘essential’ is different to most, 

then, particularly given that the new 
machine, due later this year, also offers 

a pair of rear-facing 13MP cameras – one 
monochrome, one colour. We’d hate to 

see his Christmas list.
As hot as… robot childbirth

US$699 / stuff.tv/EssentialPhone
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All-rounder
The Essential Phone 

might be about to make 
360° videos mainstream 
with this small, magnet-

attached camera upgrade. 
It costs US$50 when 

bought along with 
the phone.

FFUTSO TH
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ESSENTIAL HOME
Like an Amazon Echo, this 
domestic disc wants to bring 
together your palace’s smart 
products. It’ll run on Essential’s 
own Ambient OS – a software 
that, apparently, knows your 
home’s layout, the people in 
it and any relevant services. 
It’ll be largely off-cloud too, 
for privacy protection.
£tba / essential.com

FFUTSO TH

SPARE NECESSITIES



PALM PILOT
DJI SPARK

Ever since their inception, it’s been possible 
to chuck drones into the sky and wave at 
them. Only now, though, will waving actually 
stop them from flying off into the sunset 
(before, presumably, running out of battery 
and crashing violently into the sea). DJI’s 
Spark drone is a compact flyer that launches 
from your palm, before following your hand 
gestures and snapping aerial shots when 
you make a finger frame. 

Once you’re all done gesticulating, it’ll help 
you nail pro footage too, with pre-configured 

QuickShots (aerial moves that replicate 
common shots from the movies) and smart 
target tracking so it can film you on the move. 
It’s all stabilised on a two-axle gimbal, for 
steady Full HD shots from the 1/2.3in CMOS 
sensor. Bored of being in control? The Spark 
can also go fully autonomous, avoiding objects 
and sensitive areas (while beaming images 
from up to 2km away) before returning home 
after 16 minutes for a wave hello.
As hot as… an actual spark
£519 / stuff.tv/DJISpark
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Homes might already be thrumming with 
the chatter of Alexa, but guess which big 
hitter has just rapped its iKnuckles on the 

front door? Yes, Apple’s rocked up late 
with its own smart speaker. Packing an 

upgraded Siri that can play your tunes and 
fact-check your choices, HomePod is 
looking to usurp both Sonos and Echo. 

Standing at just under 7in tall, it looks like 
a mini Mac Pro wearing a jumper. It also 

sounds darned nice, thanks to seven 
beam-forming tweeters and real-time 
sound modelling to help it adjust bass 

levels according to your room’s shape. It’ll 
even detect other HomePods, before 

pairing with your HomeKit gear. 
As hot as… Jony Ive in a mesh sweater

US$349 / stuff.tv/HomePod

HOUSE OF THE 
LISTENING SIRI

APPLE HOMEPOD

HOT
FOUR

#4

Small fly
At 143mm square, the 
Spark is as titchy as a 

pigeon. And, like a pigeon, 
it’ll take off from your hand 

(with substantially less 
mess). Unlike a pigeon, it’s 

available in five bold 
colours.

17

FFUTSO TH







20

V I T A L S T A T S

sensor that’ll capture wild snaps to 
make Mr Grylls pee with envy. And 
then drink it.

 Weather or not
That is, provided his pee doesn’t 
freeze. See, the TG-5 can operate 
in temperatures down to -10°C. 
That’s handy for taking lovely 
postcard snaps of snowflakes, 
for example – something else 
this photographic survivalist 
can handle with aplomb, as its 
microscope mode combines 
the efforts of several in-camera 
software systems (including 
focus stacking and bracketing) 

to capture objects as close as 
1cm. For warmer climes, it’s also 
waterproof down to 15m and can 
handle tumbles from 2.1m. Please 
don’t carry it around on your head, 
though. You’ll look silly.

 The full picture
Besides that TruePic VIII processor, 
it’s also geared up to the hilt with 
kit to make the most of your off-
road images. It’ll record footage in 
4K, do 120fps slow-mo in Full HD 
and capture RAW stills for easier 
editing. Proper SAS types need 
more than pixels, though, which 
is presumably why the TG-5 also 

Olympus sticks a top-end 
processor in its latest 
action cam for stellar 
shots in the wild

 Sharing chips
When the thoroughly excellent 
OM-D E-M1 Mark II camera is 
in your extended family, it only 
makes sense to nick its highly 
capable image processor – which 
is exactly what Olympus has done 
with the Tough TG-5. Only, as 
the name suggests, this isn’t just 
another all-round snapper – it’s 
a rugged shooter with pro-level 
pedigree, packing a 12MP CMOS 

offers a field sensor system, 
which can attach GPS, compass 
and temperature data to your 
photographs before flinging them 
at your phone via Wi-Fi.

 Access(orise) all areas
Feeling creative? Sling your snaps 
through the in-camera art filters 
for Insta-ready shots, or shell out 
on some hardware accessories: 
the TCON-T01 teleconverter lens 
(£130) provides proper zoom, or 
stick an FD-1 flash diffuser (£50) 
to get up close. Cram it all in the 
PT-058 case (£280) and you can 
even take it down to 45m.

Olympus Tough TG-5
£400 / olympus.co.uk

HARD BUT FAIR

This LG-1 
Light Guide (£30) 

is perfect for lit macro 
shots, even underwater. 
It channels light from the 

in-built flash for better 
close-ups.



4K ALL 
AROUND
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THE TG-5 IS 
A RUGGED 
SHOOTER 
WITH 
PRO-LEVEL 
PEDIGREE

Hygge hi-fi
PODSPEAKER MINIPODS

Pop a pair of these little Danish noise-boxes in your living room and 
everyone will think you’re some sort of stylish person. Available 

in two forms – the MiniPod Bluetooth MKII and the passive MiniPod 
MKIV – interchangeable bass driver hoops mean you can switch up 

your sound-makers to suit the season, while matt black, red and 
white colour options should make curtain-matching a cinch. Oh, and 

they ought to sound good too, given that the brand was born of a 
collaboration with Bowers & Wilkins. 

from £299 / podspeakers.com

California seeming
HUAWEI MATEBOOK X

What’s worse than Apple fanboys? Apple fanboy fanboys. You know, the 
sort who want MacBook power, performance and portability without 

paying the top dollar commanded by Apple’s machines. Almost, you 
might think, the sort of person who’d buy the MateBook X, what with 

its barely-there dimensions, fanless Core i7 CPU and 13in 2K display. But 
even with a craftily placed Apple sticker the X won’t pass for a piece of 

Cupertino gear: it’s got Dolby Atmos sound, which you won’t find on any 
Apple laptop devices – so you’ll hear those fakers coming a mile off.

from €1399 / huawei.com

GARMIN VIRB 360
As the adage goes, “4 is better 
than 5.7 when it’s stitched and 
stable.” So, while Garmin’s 
dual-lens snapper can serve 
up 5.7K footage in 360°, it’s the 
4K stuff that’s more interesting. 
It’s combined and steadied 
in-camera, while audio is 
recorded in full surround. A raft 
of sensors can also be used 
to overlay data, including your 
angle of rotation – perfect for 
your next barrel-roll down the 
rapids. Connect it to your phone 
and you can even livestream 
the moment you realise that 
phone isn’t waterproof.
£650 / garmin.com
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BEST OF XBOX

Every new console’s got to have 
that one killer game. The Switch 
has Zelda: Breath of the Wild, the 
original PlayStation had WipEout, 
and now the Xbox One X has Forza 
Motorsport 7. 

Having Xbox’s signature racer 
as the standard-bearer for the 
upcoming 4K console makes total 
sense from a tech perspective. 
With its fixed tracks and car models, 
there’s plenty of opportunity 
for developer Turn 10 Studios to 
make everything shine in Ultra HD 
and HDR – and that’s just what 
they’ve done.

FM7 is the most stunning console 
game we’ve ever seen. But as 
impressive as it is to see a game 

of this fidelity run at 60 frames per 
second, it’s the little details that 
will really blow you away – whether 
that’s the tyre marks etched 
across a puddle, or a swirl of desert 
sand that’s spinning around in the 
near distance. The world of FM7 is 
as immersive as you could possibly 
hope for.

Of course, all this gorgeous 
window dressing is of no use if 
Forza’s gameplay proves to be 
a sodden squib. But this latest 
offering picks right up from where 
Forza Motorsport 6 left off, with 
an impressive amount of feedback 
and precision served up through 
your controller, and an assembled 
roster of 700 four-wheelers that 

you’d likely be arrested for laying 
hands on in real life.

In addition to that abundance of 
cars, Turn 10 is upping the number 
of tracks you can race on as well. A 
whopping great 30 locations have 
been confirmed so far, including 
the Nurburgring, the Mugello 
Circuit in Tuscany and an all-new 
track that’s set in Dubai.

The Forza Motorsport games 
have always been made by racing 
nerds for racing nerds, and this 
year’s edition is no different. But 
what has been kicked up to a whole 
new stratosphere is the attention 
to detail that the One X enables. 
FM7 really is a phenomenally 
handsome game.

FIRST PLAY FORZA MOTORSPORT 7 Xbox One, PC

DUE
3 OCT

Four pages of the best new games at the LA expo
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CRACKDOWN 3
We all have that thirst for carnage, and 
Crackdown 3 looks to be the ultimate 
chaos-quencher. By putting you in 
command of a super-powered soldier 
in a destructible open-world city, you’ll 
be spurred on to smash every car and 
dent every brick. And you won’t be 
restricted to your hammer-blow 
punches – there’s an array of weapons 
available, including fireball-inducing 
rocket launchers. due 7 Nov

ORI AND THE WILL 
OF THE WISPS
The charming animated side-scrolling 
platformer Ori and the Blind Forest 
didn’t fit in with the other muscle-mad 
gun-touting Xbox One exclusives, yet 
it still became one of the console’s best 
titles. The newly revealed sequel, Ori 
and the Will of the Wisps, appears to 
adopt a darker story, but looks to be 
aiming for the high pedigree set by its 
fantastic predecessor. date tba

PLAYERUNKNOWN’S 
BATTLEGROUNDS
After taking over many a PC gamer’s 
life, this 100-player battle royale is 
heading to Xbox One to claim more 
sleepless nights. Rather than letting 
you respawn after death, Battleground 
leaves you in the earth. This isn’t about 
kill/death ratios – it’s all about being 
the last person standing. And while it’s 
a timed exclusive for Xbox, it’s expected 
to arrive on PS4 later. due late 2017

FIRST 
PLAY

FIRST 
PLAY
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BEST OF MULTI-PLATFORM 

Despite offering more dogfights 
and drama than you can shake a 
lightsaber at, decent Star Wars 
spin-off games have been few and 
far between. 2015’s Battlefront 
was meant to change that but the 
novelty of running around Hoth 
soon wore thin, especially with 
no proper single-player mode to 
fall back on.

Our demo of its sequel’s Disney-
approved campaign began aboard 

a Star Destroyer, with a surprise 
assault by the Rebels forcing 
Imperial squad commander Iden 
Versio into the pilot’s seat of a 
TIE fighter. Tasked with shooting 
down the attackers, the new 
dual analogue ship controls make 
flying feel far more natural than the 
solo-stick manoeuvring of the last 
game, although that didn’t stop us 
crashing into the hangar of a Rebel 
ship, before jumping out and taking 

on waves of soldiers. While fun, this 
felt more like a shooting gallery than 
any kind of decent story.

In comparison, our time with 
the multiplayer left us desperate 
for more. As a supporting army 
of droids dodged laser fire, we 
charged around Theed, the capital 
city of Naboo, placing sentry 
turrets and lobbing grenades. 
Blasters feel more forceful to fire, 
while hero characters –including 

Darth Maul – are more devastating 
than before. 

In Galactic Assault, objectives 
change as you advance, from 
protecting a tank to storming 
the city’s palace. It’s an exhilarating 
experience and one that captures 
the scope of a cinematic Star Wars 
battle. If the campaign can match 
it for drama perhaps we’ll learn to 
love spending time with Iden, even 
if she is part of the Empire.

FIRST PLAY STAR WARS BATTLEFRONT 2 Xbox One, PS4, PC

ANTHEM
Xbox One, PS4, PC
Pull on a powered wingsuit and 
propel yourself through the 
skies of a distant planet in Anthem. 
This online co-op shooter from 
the makers of Mass Effect has 
the potential to be just as addictive 
as Destiny. due 2018

SKULL AND BONES
Xbox One, PS4, PC
With the high-seas swashbuckling 
of Black Flag as its blueprint, but 
without the Assassin’s Creed 
baggage, Ubisoft’s Skull and 
Bones is a multiplayer-centric 
experience that includes a 5v5 
Loot Hunt mode. due 2018

WOLFENSTEIN II: 
THE NEW COLOSSUS
Xbox One, PS4, PC
There are three baddies we’ll never 
tire of killing: zombies, aliens and 
Nazis. FPS Wolfenstein let us go 
bullet-mad with the latter, and this 
sequel will offer more of the same 
but in a Nazified USA. due 27 Oct

FIFA 18 
Xbox One, PS4, Switch, PC
More lively stadiums (with crowds 
that dash to the front to celebrate), 
more lifelike animations and the 
return of The Journey lead the line 
for FIFA 18, with a fix promised for 
those floaty crosses. Penalties are 
still rubbish, though. due 29 Sept

SEMAG
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ALSO COMING SOON: 
 METROID PRIME 4
  UNTITLED POKEMON

  FIRE EMBLEM WARRIORS
 UNTITLED KIRBY

Sick of superheroes? We don’t 
blame you. They’re mostly a bunch 
of goody-two-shoes who are just 
as exciting and controversial as an 
extremist vegan. And apparently 
dominating the box office wasn’t 
enough, as they’re now invading 
our video games… but since it’s 
Spider-Man swinging onto the 
PS4 this time, we’re happy to put 
our cynicism aside.

Ratchet & Clank and Sunset 
Overdrive developer Insomniac 

helms the project, introducing its 
iconic zany gadgets (but this time 
web-flavoured) and over-the-top 
action set-pieces. 

Spider-Man also seems to 
take inspiration from a previous 
comic-book turned video game, 
with combat suspiciously similar 
to that found in the Batman: 
Arkham series, but with added 
tweaks to accommodate for 
more aerial frays that will get 
your spider senses tingling. 

BEST OF PLAYSTATION

BEST OF NINTENDO

SHADOW OF THE 
COLOSSUS
Missed the follow-up to beloved 
PlayStation 2 classic Ico the 
first time around? Not to worry: 
this remake has had a complete 
graphical overhaul to ensure it’s 
fit for your PS4 – and it looks 
absolutely beautiful. due 2018

METRO: EXODUS
Xbox One, PS4, PC
This cult favourite series might 
just have found its mainstream 
breakthrough with Exodus, 
a first-person adventure in 
a stunning post-apocalyptic 
open-world Moscow filled with 
gnarly-looking beasts. due 2018

ASSASSIN’S CREED 
ORIGINS 
Xbox One, PS4, PC
The series is back and looking 
better than ever in a sun-soaked 
Egypt that’s home to mythical 
beasts, dangerous wildlife and 
wealthy oppressors dying for a 
taste of your blade. due 27 Oct

GOD OF WAR 
Remember Kratos, the God-slaying 
warrior? Well, he’s old now, and 
teaching his monster-murdering 
skills to his son. The PS4 reboot 
has adopted an over-the-shoulder 
perspective for a more methodical 
approach to the gruesome 
combat. due 2018

Mario has got up to some 
weird old shenanigans in his 
30-year existence. He’s been 
a doctor, Olympic athlete and 
graffiti removal expert – but 
those dalliances will never 
rival the madness of Super 
Mario Odyssey. In this new 
adventure Mario can assume 
the form of a fire hydrant, a 
flagpole or even a dinosaur 
by flinging his hat at them. 

An open-world platformer 
that’s every bit as ambitious 
as Zelda: Breath of the Wild, 
it tasks you with traversing 
various worlds, each with 
its own unique art style and 
challenges. And rather than 
sticking to the usual formula, 

SPIDER-MAN PS4

SUPER MARIO 
ODYSSEY Switch

Nintendo has done its utmost 
to break conventions.

The weakest Marios of the 
past have been content to 
rely on a cocktail of nostalgia 
and formula. Odyssey sees 
such attitudes as an affront to 
fun: it’s big, risky and creative. 
Even if that doesn’t all add up 
to a great game in the end, we 
have to applaud Nintendo’s 
intentions. due 27 Oct

H SO T FT U F
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This month’s mobile must-downloads

1  NOISE
£free / Android
Got a Galaxy S8 or Pixel and fancy 
making some noise? With this 
suitably named app, swipe and 
tap grids of brightly coloured notes 
and drum pads to construct your 
next chart-troubler. 

4  Adobe Scan
£free / Android, iOS
Yes, it’s yet another app that turns 
your smartphone into a kind-of-
scanner. But this one doesn’t make 
you pay for OCR, should you want 
to quickly copy the text from a scan 
and fling it elsewhere.

7  No Stick Shooter
£1.99 / Android, iOS
Recalling classic shooters such 
as Missile Command, No Stick 
Shooter dispenses with traditional 
controls to have you tap like a 
loon. Best played on a tablet while 
endlessly yelling NYYAAAHHHHHH!

2  Taskzy
£free / Android
Automation based on context: with 
Taskzy, you can set a podcast to fire 
up when you’re cycling, or a game 
when you get home. Walking to the 
station in pouring rain? Set it to play 
your ‘I wish a had a car’ playlist.

5  Old Man’s Journey
£4.59 / Android    £4.99 / iOS
Lurking in the grey area between 
interactive story and game, Old 
Man’s Journey has you bend hills 
and roads in order to urge an old 
geezer onwards, while occasionally 
nosying into his memories. 

8  iCycle
£2.29 / Android
In this oddball platformer, Dennis 
finds himself pedalling naked 
through a surreal post-apocalyptic 
nightmare. Eye-popping and 
challenging – and that’s just 
the bit where you kiss the fish.

3  Up the Wall
£free / Android, iOS
An auto-runner with brains and 
a sadistic streak, Up the Wall has 
you take on hand-crafted tracks 
(playing as anything from a rubber 
duck to a skull in hell), darting left 
and right to avoid certain death.

6  Blink – Quick Memo
99p / iOS
For times when every other list app 
seems too feature-packed, there’s 
Blink. You get a single page, to which 
you add items that you can colour 
to create alarms. That’s it. Jony Ive, 
eat your heart out.

9  Clarity
£free / iOS
Weirdly named given that the app’s 
about obscuring images, Clarity 
can take a photo and blur it into 
submission, readying it to become 
iPhone wallpaper. There are colour 
gradient and mask options too.

Crazy Taxi was 
the Dreamcast’s 

best arcade 
racer… but what 
happens when 

you smash it 
into a clicker 

game?

CRAZY TAXI 
£free / 

Android, iOS
Now free for 

smartphones, 
this excellent 

port looks 
outdated 
but plays 

wonderfully. 
Ya! Ya! Ya! Ya! Ya!

BIT CITY 
£free / 

Android, iOS
Keep tapping 

the screen 
until you have 

a miniature 
metropolis – or 
until your finger 

goes numb.

CRAZY TAXI 
GAZILLION-

AIRE
£free / 

Android, iOS
This odd mash-

up dispenses 
with racing, and 
has you instead 

tap on the 
screen to direct 

taxis to fares. 
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If you watched Apple’s 
recent developer 
conference, you might 
have picked up on a little 
shade being thrown: only 

7% of Android users have Android 7.0 
Nougat installed on their smartphone. 
But that hasn’t killed Google’s desire to 
develop a new offering, Android O, which 
is set to arrive later this year.

For now, it’s with those clever folks 
known as devs, but we do know some 
of the tweaks and tricks soon to hit your 
Android phone. We don’t, though, know 
what the ‘O’ stands for – so we’ll assume 
it’s Oreo. Or something similar.

Battery life is set to get a boost. 
Android Ontbijtkoek will limit what apps 
can do when idle in the background to 
extend your cell well into the evening. 
This will affect app functionality, but if 
it’s baked in it should mean less breakage 
than force-stopping Candy Crush.

Oatmeal will also serve up notification 
channels. Like the Murdoch of your own 

mobile, you’ll be able to customise and 
control notification categories, and limit 
what gets through from individual apps
– such as filtering certain conversations 
in messaging apps.

Multitaskers will benefit from picture-
in-picture support for emailing while you 
Netflix, and adaptive icons should mean 
your Omelette homescreen looks good 
whatever theme you pick.

A raft of minor improvements can also 
be expected, including improved sound 
quality, better autofill, multiple display 
support and improved keyboard inputs,  
all of which should be enough to make 
you say “Thank you, Android Onion.”

THE NEW ANDROID WILL 
BOOST BATTERY LIFE 
BY LIMITING WHAT APPS 
CAN DO WHEN IDLE

#24 ANDROID O
Chris Rowlands

DECIPHER
ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN…

Turning heads
SAMSUNG CHG90

Frequent emailers will know the value of an ultra-widescreen 
setup. See, while tradition dictates that paragraphs lead the eye, 
it’s a lesser-known secret that viewing entire emails on a single 

line makes them much easier to digest. Hence this 49in whopper 
from Samsung. Standing at the height of a normal PC monitor, its 

HDR display spans the width of three Full HD screens. That’s a 32:9 
aspect ratio, if you’re so inclined. It’ll be silky smooth to look at too, 

being one of the first to feature AMD’s Radeon FreeSync 2 for 
stutter-free gameplay. Or, you know, a giant inbox.

US$1499 / samsung.com

Babel buds
BRAGI DASH PRO

Until the universal language of Esperanto finally catches on, 
you’re stuck miming and shouting during your holidays. Unless, 
that is, you bung Bragi’s new wireless earbuds in your lugholes: 
iTranslate integration serves up instant comprehension of 40 
languages. And, thanks to automatic activity tracking, you’ll 

be able to test it on the French people you overtake while cycling 
up Mont Ventoux. ‘Audio Transparency’ tech can adjust how 
your music mixes with outside sounds, while head gesture 

controls mean you can skip tracks with a nod. 
€349 / bragi.com
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APPLE WWDC17
B E S OT F

The HomePod wasn’t the only star of last month’s San Jose launch-fest

iPad Pro
WWDC saw the 9.7in iPad consigned 

to Apple’s dustbin, replaced by a 10.5in 
edition that somehow occupies only 

a smidge more space than the original 
(and weighs almost exactly the same) 

thanks to some deft bezel-shaving. 
The new tablet – alongside its 12.9in 

sibling – has gained a True Tone display 
that’s 50% brighter than before, as well 

as a faster 10X processor chip and 
ProMotion tech, which doubles video 

refresh rates up to 120Hz for smoother 
and crisper footage. 

from £619

MacBook & iMac
When you’ve a nice tweed jacket, you 
don’t throw it out just because there’s 

a new lining out. No, you take it down the 
tailors, get that lining fitted and show 

it off to all your mates. So it is with 
Apple’s existing iMac and MacBook 

range: still clad in the same aluminium as 
before, they’ve been gifted faster, more 

efficient Kaby Lake processors that’ll 
deliver a better all-round experience. 

The iMac has also treated itself to a new 
luminous display.

MacBook from £1249, 
iMac from £1049

 iMac Pro 
Optimus Prime. The Tesla Model S 

P100D. A vindaloo curry. These are just 
a few of the most potent forces known 

to man – but none are as powerful as 
the new iMac Pro. Apple’s upcoming 

desktop computer is an absolute beast. 
Built for professional video and graphics 

work, this monstrous machine is 
packed with a cavalcade of high-end 
kit, including a 5K display, an all-new 

AMD Radeon Vega graphics GPU 
and the option to specify an 18-core 

Xeon processor. 
from US$4999 / apple.com
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A new cooling 
system stops the 

iMac Pro getting hot 
and bothered despite 

its post-awesome 
processing power.

MacOS High Sierra
Make a wishlist of must-have Mac 

features and it’s unlikely that ‘new file 
system’ will sit at the top. But the thing 

is, moving and making documents is the 
nitty-gritty of computing, which is why 

Apple’s launching a new 64-bit file 
system that’ll shave time off every 

copy/paste. It’s not life-changing, but 
life-improving. Safari will be slicker too, 

thanks to in-built autoplay detection 
to stop your secret Facebook sessions 

being revealed to the office, while 
Mail users will find their experience 

sweetened by a new split-screen view.

WatchOS 4
One day, Siri will be real. We won’t own 

gadgets or even use screens – we’ll 
simply know a person called Siri, to 

whom we’ll bow down and surrender all 
of our information. Until that day, it’s 

simply a case of watching Siri gradually 
dominate all of our devices. WatchOS 4 
doesn’t break that trend, supplying a 

new Siri face for your Apple Watch that 
displays suggestions and information 

based around you and your routine 
thanks to machine learning smarts. 

There’s also a raft of other new faces, 
including a trippy kaleidoscope.

iOS 11
Forget Christmas – WWDC is the real 

annual treat for iDevice owners, and for 
one reason: it means new iOS software. 
Sure, you can’t wrap updates in pretty 

paper, but that’ll soon be forgotten 
when iOS 11 hits devices later this year, 
bringing with it a raft of revisions. Siri, 
Apple Maps and the App Store have all 

been back to school, coming home with 
more natural speech, lane guidance and 
a redesign respectively. In fact, it seems 
Siri has been properly at the textbooks, 
as she’ll now do language translations 

and serve up better suggestions.



£3299 / astellnkern.com

ASTELL & KERN 
A&ULTIMA SP1000

30

Oh, a massive mp3 player!
Really? Get back to your iPod Classic. 
Putting mp3s on this thing would 
be like washing a Ferrari with a 
50p sponge. Sure, it can handle 
everyone’s favourite format (and 
a lot of it, given the 256GB storage 
capacity), but what the SP1000 really 
wants is your acronyms. Think 
wav, flac, aac and the rest, all 
enjoyed via the headphone 
port, optical out or balanced 
2.5mm socket. Rumour has it, 
every time you plug in a pair of 
£10 headphones an audiophile 
somewhere screams to the tune 
of Another Day in Paradise.

But it doesn’t look like a Ferrari…
Quite right. Instead, it’s styled like 
something straight out of Tony 
Stark’s labs (audio division), with 
a stainless steel and copper build 
that whispers “Hold me and I’ll 
hold all of your favourites in lossless 
quality”. It’s all bevelled edges and 
hard, unforgiving corners – probably 
quite apt for owners who care more 
for their curated vinyl collections than 
for anyone else’s opinions.

Can they really hear the difference?
Between a poxy 96kbps mp3 and 
32-bit/384kHz audio? Who can’t? 
OK, quite a lot of people – and files 
of the latter quality are rarer than 
platinum-plated iPods. But if you 
care about audio then the SP1000 
will care for you. Its stunning shell 
contains an octa-core processor 
and dual-DAC setup dedicated to 
delivering the best possible listening 
experience – which includes native 
support for 11.2MHz DSD (up to 256 
times better quality than CD).

Can I watch movies on it?
You’re slightly missing the whole 
‘this machine sounds fantastic’ thing. 
While it does have a 5in display with 
720p resolution, that’s only for the 
cause of helping you peruse your 
doubtless massive music collection 
in all its sharp, bright beauty. In fact, 
the entire interface has been designed 
around your audio experience (and 
not distracting you from it), with 
minimalist menus, controls and 
animations. It’s pristine, pared-back 
and truly premium. Which is good, 
given the £3k-topping price tag.

I C O N
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I think your pen is looking at me.
Not you, your hue. See, this little scribbler 
is fitted with an RGB colour sensor for 
go-anywhere shade selection. Seen a 
pretty bourbon brown? Scan it. Ogled a 
terrific turtle green? Go for it – just don’t 
reach inside the enclosure.

I can ogle colours without the help of 
a fancy pen, thank you very much.
Well, it’s less about the seeing, more about 
what it does afterwards. Poke the Scribble 
Pen at your selected object and a ring 
around the end will light up in a matching 
shade. If you’re happy with it, fire up the 
internal ink cartridge and, via a micro 
pump, it’ll churn out identical ink to match 
your inspiration.

Ooh, so I’ll be able to sign my name in 
desktop magnolia?
Or any colour you can find. Once you’ve 
finished autographing the walls, switch 
to a thicker tip and you can colour in, 
well, anything. The ink is fast-drying and 
water-resistant. But you’ll have to find 
US$249 for this nifty piece of pennery.

I’m more of a digital doodler.
Not to worry: bag the full set of tips for 
$329 and you also get a capacitive rubber 
stylus end. Now pair the pen with your 
tablet and you’ll be able to perfect a 
custom palette of your favourite pigments, 
before putting it to good use sketching 
a full-colour masterpiece on screen.

And if I want to order a new tin of paint?
Scribble can export your bespoke tone in 
all kinds of codes – including Pantone, RGB 
and HEX – so you’ll be able to put your deft 
picks to work throughout the house rather 
than restricting them to paper. 

 WTF IS 
SCRIBBLE?

H SO T FT U F

Pan handler
ION360 U

Nothing beats a smartphone panorama for nailing that concert 
crowd shot. Problem is, it’s a proper faff to constantly pan around the 

place, what with the whole jumping up and down thing. So here’s 
another option: ditch the stitch and scoop up this phone case for 

easy 360 visuals. Clipped to your talkybox (it’s compatible with the 
Apple iPhone 7, the Samsung Galaxy S8 and their respective Plus 

versions), it’ll capture 8MP stills or, better yet, 4K footage in full 
pano. And, with a two-hour battery life and the ability to livestream 

straight to social media, you’ll be able to patch your friends into 
your barrier spot at Latitude. 

£300 / ion360.com

Furry road
MICROSOFT SURFACE PRO

On the surface, this Surface – which surfaced recently in 
Shanghai – is the same as the last one. But suffice it to say, 
Microsoft’s latest hybrid hasn’t been left to languish: some 

under-the-hood tinkering has delivered 13.5 hours of battery 
life, 4G wireless on board and a nice new 165° hinge. Side by side 

with the Pro 4 you’ll struggle to spot the difference (the pair 
share a 12.3in PixelSense display), but at 770g, this one’s a proper 
featherweight machine. In fact, Microsoft reckons this Surface is 
the lightest hybrid of its type ever made – and it also comes with 

a faster, more accurate Surface Pen to boot. 
£799 / microsoft.com

While the Pro’s 
surface might look 

all carpety, it’s 
actually smooth 

to the touch. 
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1  Therm-a-Rest 
Uno Chair
There’s nothing worse than being 
too tired to pogo. This lightweight 
nylon pew will give your limbs a 
rest, or you can transform it into 
a plinth for your pints. 
£85 / thermarest.com

Where we’re going, 
you’ll need your wellies

FESTIVAL KIT
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2  BioLite CampStove 2
This campfire burns any biomass 
you have lying around (think 
twigs and pine cones), stoking 
the blaze with four internal fans, 
and an updated LED displays the 
heat level for better toast control.
£135 / bioliteenergy.com

3  Glow Tape
Festival camping fields can get 
dark, because of night time. But 
if you have some sticky Glow Tape, 
you can mark out your tent with 
an easy-to-spot pattern and/or 
mild swearwords. 
£7.99 / firebox.com

4  Patagonia Cloud 
Ridge Rain Jacket
Rain is such a festival staple it 
should appear on the posters. This 
jacket has three layers of recycled 
polyester to keep you warm and 
dry (unless you go mud-diving).
£225 / patagonia.com

5  Flare Isolate Pro 
Mini Titanium
It might be all about that bass, but 
your weekend won’t be buzzing 
if your head’s throbbing. These 
earplugs avoid damage by letting 
detail through via bone conduction.
£50 / flareaudio.com

6  HydroFlask 
64oz Growler
Keeping drinks cool is a losing 
campsite battle – unless you get 
a Growler. This 1.8-litre stainless 
steel flask keeps fizzy drinks 
chilled and crisp for up to 24hrs. 
£57 / hydroflask.com
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DROP EVERYTHING 
AND DOWNLOAD...

We hesitate to call any app a ‘classic’, as it 
makes us feel ancient. But if we’re talking 
Monument Valley, this dizzying puzzler is 
deserving of the name. 

Now, three years after the debut of the 
original, its sequel is here to see players 
steer a blank-faced pair of souls through 
a whimsically animated and impossible 
landscape. Reaching the end of a stage 

means manipulating surroundings to 
connected labyrinthine platforms and 
bridges, requiring a steady hand, patience 
and a suspension of logic. 

It’s all jaunty and eye-pleasing, and 
there’s no beating the lightbulb moment 
when it all clicks together. More surprising, 
though, is the heartstring-tugging narrative 
that draws you in just like the original.

Monument Valley 2  £4.99 / iOS

Watch and zoom
NEST CAM IQ
Most burglars only want to be famous, but it’s tough when 
the average smart camera has the zooming abilities of a 
toaster. Treat your local thief to this Nest device and he’s 
sure to get an eminently tweetable mugshot. Equipped with 
a 4K sensor, the cute Cam IQ eschews bandwidth-heavy 
full-res streaming in favour of employing the extra pixels 
and HDR smarts to crop in on fine details that would 
otherwise be a blurry mess. Throw in room-tracking 
‘supersight’ face recognition and you’ve a Home Alone 
in the making (minus, we assume, the swinging paint tins). 
£299 / nest.com

Watch and learn
LIGHTHOUSE

Smart security cams can be nervous nellies sometimes, 
pinging you alerts about the movements of your friendly 

housefly. Lighthouse claims to be smarter than this, using a 
combination of 3D mapping and machine learning to tell the 

difference between people, pets and specks of dust. This, 
in theory, means fewer false alarms and some next-level 

voice search features. You can, for example, ask “What did 
the kids do while I was out yesterday?” and get the relevant 

video footage. Throw in night vision and a siren, and you’ve 
got a robot bouncer – minus the power trips and bants. 

US$299 / light.house

VS
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Wrist easy
KIDDO
Take that thermometer from 
under your sprog’s tongue: this 
Kiddo wearable delivers a bevy 
of data to keep the doctor 
away. Its non-allergenic shell 
logs heart rate, sleep, activity, 
temperature and more, relying 
on an algorithm to learn what’s 
normal and ping app alerts 
to parents if anything should 
go sideways.
from $79 / kiddowear.com

Tour de fancy
WINK BAR
Short of going full unicycle, 
clutter reduction is difficult on 
a bike. Equipped with headlights, 
GPS and navigation, Wink Bar 
replaces your existing drops 
with subtle smarts. Once 
paired, it’ll steer you to 
your destination with light 
indicators. Park it up, tag the 
location and it’ll even ward off 
naughty sorts with an alarm.
from $174 / velco.bike

Lenswear
NEPTUNE 
CONVERTIBLE 
ART LENS 
SYSTEM 
Attach Lomography’s novel 
prime lens to your snapper 
and you can switch between 
35mm, 50mm and 80mm fixed 
focal length front lenses, before 
sandwiching shaped aperture 
plates between the two for 
delightful bokeh effects.
from $545 / lomography.com

Solar roller
LUCCA BOZZI 
SMART WALLET
Flat-battery panic is a surefire 
way to ruin your beachside 
cocktail session. This nappa 
leather wallet channels the 
sun’s lumens for your quick 
charging fix. Equipped with 
an integrated charging cable 
(Lightning, microUSB or 
USB-C), it’ll zap your device 
to life from any light source.
from $99 / luccabozzi.com

iPaddywhack
WIFO DRUM KIT

Restless hands are the hallmark 
of a drummer away from their 

kit. And after a while, whacking 
wooden spoon handles against 

the kitchen counter just doesn’t 
cut it when you’re trying to keep 

your wrists in the mood. Enter 
WIFO’s aluminium sticks with 

conductive tips – fire up the 
app and you’ll get a responsive, 

real-time drumming experience 
on your tablet or smartphone. 

There’s even a wired kick pedal 
for foot-stomping accuracy, 
and a strap for securing your 

tablet to your lap. New to the art 
of thumping things? You’ll also 

be able to learn through the app.

from US$39 / wifocorp.com
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FUTURE STUFF 
ECO BEEMER 
BIKES

Chris Rowlands considers the 
wheely potential of a futuristic 
emissions-free e-bike

There’s a Mediterranean 
frivolity to flicking a 
moped through city 
traffic, with the put-put 
of the two-stroke as 

it wheezes up congested hills before 
conking out beside an espresso bar. 
BMW, though, doesn’t do Mediteranean 
frivolity. BMW does all-electric, zero-
emissions Tron bikes built to tackle 
the urban sprawl. 

Meet the Motorrad Concept Link: 
a moped prototype packed with tech 
that the German marque reckons will 
soon clean up city streets. Styled like 
Robocop’s pizza delivery scooter, the 
Link channels form and function in its 
pursuit of world-saving mobility. 

There’s an aero benefit to the sculpted 
panels, including sealed wheel sides, 
intended to maximise the efficiency of 
the electric drive unit. And, in case the 
future doesn’t offer street-side storage 

lockers, a handy luggage space sits 
beneath the adjustable seat bench, 
perfect for hiding your helmet or slinging 
some shopping under your rear.

Plenty of tech lives under its angular 
shell too – the Link will sync to your 
calendar, for example, for rapid route 
selection, while BMW has stuck a 
touch-panel and head-up display on 
the handlebars to deliver navigation, 
speed and battery info.

Quite how many will make it onto the 
roads remains to be seen, but it’ll go a 
darn sight better with your leathers 
than that pink Vespa.

BMW’S MOPED CHANNELS 
FORM AND FUNCTION 
IN ITS PURSUIT OF 
WORLD-SAVING MOBILITY

Flirty tracker
POLAR A370

Committing to a fitness tracker is no easy business. It’s a very personal 
relationship after all, full of intimacy and day-long skin contact. Luckily, 

Polar’s latest band has a Tinder bio to turn heads – something like 
this: ‘Finnish fitness instructor, enjoys all-day heart-rate tracking, 

particularly during exercise, and is now even better at night thanks to 
weekly sleep feedback and ratings.’ That might sound a little bit creepy, 
but there’s a good chance the A370’s updated wardrobe of colours will 

still tempt you to swipe right ahead of the Garmin Vivosmart HR.
£170 / polar.com

Toasty tab
AMAZON FIRE 7

Playing the pocket money game with tech can cut both ways. 
Sometimes you get a treat, sometimes you get a Chinese fire hazard. 
Amazon’s thinner, lighter Fire tablet is very much the former: battery 
life has grown by an hour over the previous version, while the Wi-Fi is 

now dual-band for better strength – and it’s even sprouted a microSD 
card slot. Better yet, Alexa’s come along for the ride, so you’ll get AI 

assistance on your next bargain hunt. Want more screen real estate? 
An extra £30 will bag you the 8in version.

£50 / amazon.co.uk

H SO T FT U F
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It’s all downhill from here

DUNKIRK
Fresh off the back of his 
solo album, Harry Styles 
has turned his hand to 
windswept soldiering, 
alongside Tom Hardy 
and Kenneth Branagh 
in Dunkirk. Directed by 
Christopher Nolan, it 
tells the story of WWII’s 
greatest evacuation, 
by air, land and sea, and 
promises to be suitably 
cinematic.

RED BULL 
SOAPBOX RACE

Enjoy watching grown 
adults hurtle down a hill 
in funny clothes? Good 

news: Goodwood Festival 
of Speed is back in early 

July. For more refined 
racing, head to London’s 

Ally Pally for home-made 
soapbox drama. Just 

don’t get the two 
events confused.

FINAL FANTASY 12: 
THE ZODIAC AGE
True fans know there’s 
no such thing as too 
much Final Fantasy. So 
developer Square Enix 
is shipping a high-def 
remaster of FF12. Based 
on a 2007 Japan-only 
update, it’ll have faster 
movement, a character 
job system and a dose 
of nostalgia.

BOWIE UNSEEN
GERALD FEARNLEY
It’s been more than a year 
since his passing, but the 
Starman lives on in many 
guises – including this 
new collection of lesser-
spotted snaps from 
his debut album shoot. 
Pre-makeup and silly 
hair, the portraits show 
a star in waiting (and 
looking rather serious). 
Cheer up, Ziggy.

SECRET GARDEN 
PARTY
How secret can a party 
be when it’s been 
happening for 13 years? 
That doesn’t seem to 
faze the thousands of 
revellers who descend 
annually on Abbots 
Ripton for this indie fest. 
This year’s the last, sadly, 
so pack your fresh-cut 
flowers and get swaying.
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RRP
£1300

W I N

We’ve given away some pretty great gadgets 
through our competitions this year – a TV, a guitar, 
a PS4 Slim and much more. But all these fine prizes 
had one flaw in common: NOWHERE TO KEEP 
COURGETTES! Which is why we’re particularly 
pleased with this month’s offering. 

The KitchenAid Artisan Fridge is smarter than 
the average courgette storage facility. This 221-litre 
kitchen king has electronic controls with a touch 
user interface, and its ProAir System constantly 
monitors temperature and humidity. There’s also a 
Fast Cool option that rapidly lowers the temperature 
to chill your freshly chucked-in groceries.

Featuring a solid metal door, this mega-fridge is 
available in three colours – and you could win one 
in glorious Empire Red just by answering the highly 
technical question on the right. 

To find out more, visit kitchenaidlondon.co.uk 
or visit the KitchenAid Experience Store at 98 
Wigmore Street, Marylebone, London W1U 3RE. 

HOW TO ENTER
For your chance to own the coolest 
(literally) fridge in town, just go to 
stuff.tv/win and answer this question: 

WHICH OF THESE THREE 
ITEMS SHOULD NOT BE
KEPT IN THE FRIDGE?
A … A tub of coleslaw
B … A four-litre bottle 
of semi-skimmed milk
C … The lead singer of 
Echo & The Bunnymen
Terms & conditions 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over. 
2 Entries close 11.59pm, 10 August 2017. 3 Prizes are as stated. 
4 Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person. 
For full Haymarket terms and conditions see stuff.tv/win
Promoter Haymarket, 69 London Road, Twickenham TW1 3SP

HURRY! 
COMPETITION 

CLOSES 
10 AUGUST 

2017

W I N

WIN A KITCHENAID ARTISAN 
FRIDGE WORTH £1300!







No more excuses for shoddy 
photos – now you can get 
ace snaps using pretty 
much anything

SHOOT 
LIKE A 
PRO

Words Tom Wiggins
Photography Pete Gardner

TA K E   A M A Z I N G   P I C T U R E S   W I T H   A N Y   C A M E R A      
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t’s often said that the best 
camera is the one you’ve 
got with you, but that 
doesn’t mean certain 
snappers aren’t better 

suited to some situations than others. 
So we’ve selected seven types of photo 
you might want to take, from street 
photography to proper portraits, and
picked a camera to shoot each one with 
(plus some accessories to go with it). 
Whether it’s a £6000 medium-format 
Fuji, a full-frame compact that’s happier 
when the lights go out, or the colour-
loving Samsung Galaxy S8, there’s a 
camera here for every situation, and 
tips on how to get the best out of them. 
Read on, then get snapping – and don’t 
forget to share your pics with us on 
Instagram @Stuffmag. 
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MEET THE PRO
Pete Gardner, photographer
Aside from shooting for 
Stuff at his studio, Pete 
spends his spare time 
travelling the globe to find 
the perfect shot. He took 
our seven cameras and 
phones around London to 
prove great pics really aren’t 
all about the hardware.
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A

2BE PATIENT
Without patience you’ll leave 

with nothing. And by patience we 
mean hours and hours of sitting 
around, before five seconds of action 
that’ll make it all worthwhile. Honest.

GET UP EARLY…
…or stay up late. The golden 

hours at the beginning and end of 
the day aren’t just the nicest time 
aesthetically for shooting – it’s often 
when animals are at their most active.

PLAY THE LONG GAME
If you want to get better wildlife 

shots, size matters. Wild animals tend 
to be very wary of humans so a long 
focal length is a must. Tamron and 
Sigma both offer great-value lenses. 

TOP 3 WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

nimals are unpredictable. 
When you’re taking photos 
of them, that’s the last thing 
you want your camera to be.

Nikon’s D500 – rival to Canon’s EOS 
7D (see p54) – is a genuine all-rounder, 
making it an ideal companion whether 
you’re papping badgers in your back 
garden or lying in wait on a riverbank 
for a particularly shy otter.

Built to withstand the rough and 
tumble of wild shooting, the D500’s 
fully weatherproofed body is home to 
a 21.51MP APS-C sensor, 4K video skills 
and a 153-point autofocus system that’ll 
lock onto any critter in a flash. It’s not as 

quick when you’re using Live View on its 
3.2in touchscreen, but you’re better off 
sticking to the viewfinder and using the 
screen to zoom in on your snaps.

It’ll fire off 10 shots per second and 
the ISO goes up to 51,200 (and beyond 
with its Hi1-5 modes, although picture 
quality suffers as a result) so you can 
capture images at dawn and dusk, when 
many animals are active. The buttons 
even light up so you can see which one 
you’re pressing in gloomy conditions. 

TECH SPECS
Sensor 21.51MP 
ISO 100-51,200 
Display 3.2in 
2359k-dot LCD 
Video 
4K @ 30fps
Connectivity 
Wi-Fi, HDMI
Dimensions 
147x115x81mm, 
860g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 
A shot in the dark has rarely looked better

Gunning for David Attenborough’s job? You’ll need a worthy DSLR to catch your targets
NIKON EMBRACES ITS WILD SIDE

NIKON D500
£1960 (body only) / europe-nikon.com

W I L D L I F E       S T R E E T       N I G H T       L A N D S C A P E       P O R T R A I T       F O O D       S P O R T      
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Hoya UV Filter
It’s better to scratch a 
cheap UV filter than your 
expensive lens. It can 
also improve the colours 
in your snaps.
from £8 / hoyafilter.com

Garmin eTrex 
10 Outdoor
With a long battery life, 
rugged build and rock-
solid GPS, Garmin’s eTrex 
can be relied upon when 
you’re camping.
£100 / garmin.com

Solomark 12x50 
Compact Monocular
This 12x50mm zoom 
monocular will help you 
spot those timid deer 
from a great distance.
£46 / solo-mark.com

THE ADD-ONSTHE CAMERA

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL



“I fixed the Nikon to a 
monopod for this shot 
for easy manoeuvrability 
and to allow for low 
shutter speeds. Having 
animals in shade is often 
better than full sunlight 
(the same goes for 

portraits of people) but 
you have to make sure 
the background is lively 
and bright without being 
too distracting. Having 
the other animals out  
of focus gives the image 
depth and context.”

THE PRO SAYS…

BE PREPARED 
TO LOOK LIKE 

A WEIRDO
When my full 
camouflage 

suit arrived in 
the post, my 
wife started 

questioning all 
the decisions 
in her life that 
had led to that 
moment. But 
the joke’s on 

her – with my 
new look I 

was able to 
become one 
with nature 

and get some 
great shots of  

wild rabbits.
Will Clarke,

Senior Designer
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“The first thing to catch my 
eye here was the pattern 
on the windows, which 
mirrors the structural steel 
work in the background. I 
deliberately underexposed 
this iPhone shot using the 
slider next to the focus 
square, both to bring out 
the pattern on the window 
and to keep the figures in 
silhouette. They’re more 
icons for commuters than 
identifiable individuals.”

THE PRO SAYS…

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL
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Joby GripTight 
GorillaPod Stand
This Joby tripod holds 
your phone securely 
without the need for a 
traditional screw thread. 
£20 / joby.com

Peli Guardian
Protect your pride and 
joy by wrapping it in two 
layers of protection. The 
bulges on the back help 
to stop it slipping from 
your grasp.
£19 / peli.com

Snapseed
Snapseed’s simple, 
intuitive interface makes 
it the perfect editing 
app for on-the-go 
street shooting.
£free / iOS, Android STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 

The dual-lens camera makes this 
the perfect urban scene-grabber

TECH SPECS
Rear cameras 12MP f/1.8 wide-angle 
+ 12MP f/2.8 telephoto
Front camera 7MP f/2.2 
Video 4K @ 30fps, 1080p @ 60fps
Display 5.5in 1920x1080 LCD  

tick a camera in somebody’s 
face when they’re trying to 
go about their day and they 
won’t flash you a smile. 

Wander along with your phone in your 
hand, though, and you’ll blend in with all 
the other fleshy pavement drones who 
aren’t looking where they’re going. 

Of the two iPhone 7s, it’s the larger 
one that has the best camera. Or should 
that be ‘cameras’? With one 12MP 
sensor for wide-angle shots, and 
another paired with a 2x telephoto lens 
for zooming in on the action, the 7 Plus’s 
dual-cam setup can work as a team at 
up to 10x zoom. And let’s not forget that 
optical image stabilisation.

Convince a pedestrian to pose for you 
and its portrait mode does a convincing 
impression of background blur. Need a 
little help with the light? The TrueTone 
flash has been boosted with two extra 
LEDs, so you don’t need to rely on nature 
for good exposure.

Combined with the massive range of 
editing apps available, Apple’s iPhone is 
all you need to shoot from the hip.

iPHONE 
7 PLUS
£719 / apple.com

The iPhone 7 Plus got smart with its dual-lens camera, but is it the best street snapper?
APPLE’S LIVING FOR THE CITY

THE CAMERA
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THE ADD-ONS

W I L D L I F E       S T R E E T       N I G H T       L A N D S C A P E       P O R T R A I T       F O O D       S P O R T      

CHANGE YOUR 
PERSPECTIVE

People see the street from eye level 
all the time, so getting low can offer a 
more unusual perspective that brings 
back a sense of wonder to your shots. 

LOOK FOR LINES
Cities are full of interesting lines 

and spaces. Sometimes you can find 
a cool spot and just wait for someone 
to wander into it. If they interact with 
it, that’s even better.

BE RESPECTFUL
If someone asks you not to 

take their picture, don’t ignore them. 
That’s a shortcut to a broken camera. 
Asking can spoil the moment, but it 
can also open up new opportunities.

TOP 3 STREET PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL
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The dead of night is full of life, but you’ll need a camera with a nocturnal eye to capture it

o take decent pics when 
things get gloomy, you 
need a nice big sensor 
with similarly sizable pixels. 

The clever thing about Sony’s full-frame 
A7S II is that, while it has the same size 
of sensor as the other cameras in the 
A7 range, it has far fewer megapixels: 
just 12.4 compared to 24.3 in the A7 II, 
or a whopping 42.4 in the A7R II. 

Why’s that good? Well, it means that 
each pixel is comparatively huge, which 
makes the A7S II much better at sucking 
up light. Combined with 5-axis image 
stabilisation, which shifts the camera’s 
innards around to compensate for any 

hand movement, you end up with a 
camera that’s almost as sensitive to 
light as Dracula. 

With a reasonably fast lens attached 
you can confidently snap away in the 
kind of conditions that normally result 
in a grainy, noise-filled mess – and that 
extends to 4K video too. Throw in its 
hardy build, hi-res OLED viewfinder and 
bright TFT screen, and you’re looking at 
a specialist snapper that should be top 
of any insomniac’s shopping list.

TECH SPECS
Sensor 12.4MP 
ISO 100-102,400
Display 3in 
1229k-dot LCD 
Video 
4K @ 30fps
Connectivity
Wi-Fi, NFC 
Dimensions 127 
x96x60.3mm, 
584g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 
A handy-sized cam with top low-light performance

HAIL THE PRINCE OF DARKNESS

46

THE ADD-ONSTHE CAMERA

W I L D L I F E       S T R E E T       N I G H T       L A N D S C A P E       P O R T R A I T       F O O D       S P O R T      

DON’T TOUCH
Use the self-timer function so 

any vibrations or camera movement 
from your finger pushing the shutter 
release button have dissipated by the 
time your exposure starts. 

BRING THE NOISE
Low-light conditions make 

your photos more susceptible to 
noise. Switching to black and white 
can help to hide it and make high-
contrast images look more dramatic.

JUST ADD WATER 
Water is a natural light reflector, 

and when you’ve not got much to go 
around in the first place that can be 
key to getting an interesting shot. It’s 
particularly useful for cityscapes.

TOP 3 NIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

SONY A7S II 
£2500 (body only) / sony.co.uk

Gossen Digipro F2
When there’s not much 
light around you need 
to have a good grasp of 
what’s available. This 
light meter will help you.
£211 / gossen-photo.de

Ledlenser P7.2
If you’re shooting in 
the dark, don’t use your 
phone’s light. This torch’s 
focusing system means 
less light is lost, so you 
won’t trip over your kit.
£50 / ledlenser.com

Sony HVL-F43M 
Flashgun
The head on Sony’s 
flashgun rotates in 
almost every direction, 
giving you full control.
£371 / sony.co.uk

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL



47

“With night shots you 
have to be careful to get 
plenty of things going  
on all over the frame. In 
this shot, the Japanese 
lantern in the foreground 
is obviously the most 
striking part – but, by 

shooting wide open,  
the little out-of-focus 
coloured lights in the 
background add depth 
and interest to what 
would otherwise have 
been a dark, dead corner 
of the image.”

THE PRO SAYS…

MAKESHIFT 
STABILISER

It’s a hassle to 
carry a tripod 

around, but  
a combo  

of a fast lens 
and DIY 

stabilisation 
can do almost 
as good a job. 

Lean your 
camera up 

against a wall 
and use tables 

or even a 
jumper on the 

floor to give 
your shots 

stability.
Rob Leedham, 

Editor

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL
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The G6 isn’t just a cheap alternative to a 
‘proper’ camera: LG’s flagship phone can 

take stunning 360º panoramas too

Dark Sky
Get a decent idea of 
what weather you’re 
going to get for your 
shots by using Dark 
Sky’s hyper-localised 
weather forecasts.
from £free / iOS, Android

Camlink Smartphone 
Bluetooth Shutter
Low-light landscapes 
need a slower shutter 
speed. Avoid movement 
by using this Bluetooth 
remote shutter.
£15 / argos.co.uk

Anker PowerCore 
5000
If you have to hike to the 
top of a mountain to get 
your shot, give your 
battery a fast-charging 
5000mAh boost first.
£13 / amazon.co.uk

THE ADD-ONS
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WATCH THE SKIES
If there’s nothing much to look 

at in your sky, limit it to the top third of 
your frame. If it’s filled with dramatic 
clouds, however, feel free to flip the 
land/sky proportions around.

DISCOUNT THE OBVIOUS
If everybody’s lining up to take 

the same shot, don’t join the back of 
the queue. Look for unique angles 
(you might need to have a wander) 
that’ll make your photos stand out.

PLAN AHEAD
Check the weather or find out 

what time the sun sets or rises at 
your chosen location. Lighting and 
weather have a massive impact on 
how your picture will come out.  

TOP 3 LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL



Y
ou don’t always know when 
you’re going to stumble 
across a breathtaking 
panorama, so having a 

phone that’s capable of doing justice 
to such a scene is a no-brainer.

LG’s G6 pairs two 13MP cameras 
together iPhone-style. There’s a 
standard 71º lens on one, and a much 
wider 125º lens on the other. Which 
one you use depends on how much 
you want to squeeze into the frame, 
although the latter lacks optical image 

stabilisation. It does, however, allow you 
to capture much more without having to 
switch to panorama mode. The G6 does 
have a separate panorama mode but it’s 
designed for full 360º shots, using both 
front and back cameras at the same time 
to speed up the process. 

With its skinny bezels and wide 18:9 
screen, the G6 is great for viewing your 
photos back – and it actually takes three 
of them with every shutter press, two 
of which are used to eliminate blur. The 
pictures can be quite noisy, however.

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 
This panoramic genius can take 
pretty and unique pictures

LG G6 £650 / lg.com

TECH SPECS
Rear cameras 13MP f/1.8 
+ 13MP wide-angle f/2.4 
Front camera 5MP f/2.2 
Video 4K @ 30fps,
1080p @ 60fps 
Display 5.7in 
1440x2880 LCD

THE PRO SAYS…

given this LG shot 
foreground interest – the 
nearby trees fill the middle 
distance, and the sunlit 
clearing keeps the image 
bright and lively.”

“When you’re shooting 
landscapes on your 
smartphone it’s easy to 
end up with a lot of sky and 
no interesting detail. 
Getting down very low has 

DON’T SETTLE 
FOR TYPICAL 
PANORAMA 

SHOTS
Panorama 

mode is made 
for sweeping 

vistas but I like 
forcing it out 

of its comfort 
zone. Sweep 
your phone 

up over your 
head and as 

far down your 
back as you 

can for a really 
unique 

perspective 
of an ornately 

decorated 
church ceiling. 
Tom Wiggins, 
Deputy Editor

A PHONE WITH BROAD HORIZONS
W I L D L I F E       S T R E E T       N I G H T       L A N D S C A P E       P O R T R A I T       F O O D       S P O R T      
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can help to generate 
interest and a sense of 
place. The soft window 
light gives this the feel  
of a pro portrait without 
using all the equipment.”

“This is basically a study  
in white. Overexposing the 
background gives it a fresh, 
bright feel – and including 
recognisable elements, 
even if they’re out of focus, 

THE PRO SAYS…
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Fuji remembers when we used portraits to capture other people’s faces, rather than selfies
YOU’VE BEEN (NICELY) FRAMED

Crumpler Beehive
With space for your 
camera, two lenses and 
a 13in laptop, this bag will 
have you all set for a day 
shooting fizzogs. 
from £90 / crumpler.eu

Lastolite EzyBox 
Speed-Lite
This super-portable 
diffuser attaches 
directly to your flash, 
lessening the harsh 
effects of the light.
£52 / manfrotto.co.uk

Fujifilm XF 35mm 
f/2 WR
With speedy focusing, 
compact dimensions and 
a great focal length, this 
is a super-versatile lens.
£369 / fujifilm.eu

GET COMFORTABLE
If your subject isn’t feeling 

comfortable in front of the camera 
you’ll only ever end up with a load 
of awkward images. Why not try to 
crack some jokes while you shoot? 

BLUR THE BACKGROUND
You want the focus of portrait 

shots to be the person, so use an 
aperture that adds a nice blur to the 
background. That gives depth to the 
image and makes it feel more 3D. 

LOOK ’EM IN THE EYE
The most important thing on 

any portrait is the eyes – get those 
in focus and the rest will take care of 
itself. Miss it even by a few millimetres 
and you can throw the shot away.

TOP 3 PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

f you want to take photos 
that wouldn’t look out of 
place in the centrefold of 
a glossy magazine (no, not 

that kind of magazine) there’s really only 
one choice: medium format.

Thanks to its mirrorless makeup, 
Fujifilm has managed to make the GFX 
50S the same size as a DSLR, but with 
a sensor that’s almost twice as large 
as one you’d find in a full-frame camera. 
The 51.4MP CMOS sensor offers just 
about the finest image quality money 
can buy. It shoots in 14-bit RAW, which 
is perfect for capturing wide dynamic 
range, and the amount of detail you can 

capture with every squeeze of the 
shutter button is just ridiculous.

An amazing 117 AF points is unheard 
of on this type of camera, while the 
tilting touchscreen offers gesture 
controls for quick reviews of shots. 

At £5999 this camera isn’t exactly 
cheap, and if the closest thing you’ve 
ever taken to a portrait is a selfie the 
GFX 50S isn’t for you. But this could be 
the camera that pushes medium format 
into the mainstream.

TECH SPECS
Sensor 51.4MP 
ISO 100-12,800 
Display 3.2in 
2360k-dot LCD
Video 1080p 
@ 30fps 
Connectivity 
microHDMI 
Dimensions 
148x94x91mm, 
825g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
A whopping big sensor on a fantastic camera

FUJIFILM GFX 50S
£5999 (body only) / fujifilm.eu
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To fill your Instagram with tasty treats, you’ll want the best smartphone snapper around

Manfrotto Lastolite 
Reflector 30cm
This collapsible reflector 
illuminates your dish 
more evenly, and is 
ultra-portable. 
£14 / manfrotto.co.uk

SanDisk Connect 
16GB Wireless Stick
Snapping three meals a 
day will fill your storage 
quickly. What looks like 
a USB stick can back up 
data over Wi-Fi. 
£20 / sandisk.co.uk

Foodie – 
Delicious Camera
This app’s filters are 
designed for grub. It 
can even tell when you’re 
taking a top-down shot.  
£free / iOS, Android

SAMSUNG SERVES A DISHY SNAP 

SEE THE LIGHT
Lighting from behind allows the 

camera to pick up any steam that’s 
rising from the dish, and makes food 
look more appealing. Lighting from 
the front will make the dish look flat.

DO THE DISHES
Go to a fancy restaurant and 

presentation is everything; it should 
be the same in your photos. Empty 
space on the plate is important 
because it creates contrast.

GET DRESSED
Even fast food joints can make 

their window shots look tantalising 
with a bit of dressing. Just a mist of 
water on salad or oil on veg can do 
wonders to make it photogenic. 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★ 
Our favourite smartphone takes 
really scrumptious pictures 

TECH SPECS
Rear camera 12MP f/1.7 
Front camera 8MP f/1.7
Video 4K @ 30fps, 1080 @ 60fps
Display 6.2in 1440x2960 
Super AMOLED

he difference between a 
food photo that makes you 
want to lick your phone 
screen and one that’ll put 

you off your dinner is usually the colour. 
A snap that’s full of detail and captures 
the shifts in hue from one side of the 
plate to the other can make the most 
basic dish look mouthwatering.

Samsung’s smartphone cameras are 
famous for filling your snaps with colour, 
sometimes over-enthusiastically, but 
that’s not a problem when your subject 
matter is edible. There are no clever 
gimmicks here, no dual lenses or extra 
sensors, just an excellent 12MP f/1.7 
camera with optical image stabilisation 
and super-quick dual-pixel autofocus 
that’s had some software tweaks to get 
the very best out of it. 

Greens come out especially lush, and 
auto-HDR almost always gets exposures 
right for the contrast of highlights and 
shadows. It’s decent in low light too, 
so even those moody restaurants that 
make you dine in the dark won’t be off 
limits for your Insta account.

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY S8+
£779 / samsung.com

TOP 3 FOOD PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

THE ADD-ONSTHE CAMERA
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“This plate of sushi had  
a real vertical aspect  
to it and was served  
on an interesting curved 
rectangular dish, so I shot 
it from a low angle and 
adjusted the position of 
the plate to create a strong 
diagonal in the frame. 
Smartphones are good at 
shooting close-ups, which 
throw the background  
out of focus and give  
a real sense of depth  
to the images.” 

THE PRO SAYS…

SUMMER PHOTO SPECIAL



“Often the difference 
between an average shot 
and a good one is just a 
fraction of a second. The 
angle of this shot – one of 
many taken – was chosen 
in advance to show the 
curves of the bowl, before 
looking for the action 
itself. The position of the 
rider’s legs gives a sense 
of forward pedalling and 
his outfit enhances the 
graphic effect of the shot.”

54

PLAY TO THE 
CROWD

If it’s 
impossible  

to get up close 
to the action,  
I like to focus 

on what  
I can see:  

the crowd. 
Reactions  
of people 

watching can 
tell a story of 

their own, and 
capturing 
them can  
be just as 

rewarding as 
action shots. 
Ryan Jones, 
Staff Writer

THE PRO SAYS…
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Canon’s trusty 7D has the speed to capture that big match-winning moment 
LIGHTS, CANON… ACTION!

anon’s 7D is no spring 
chicken, but DSLRs don’t 
have the short shelf lives 
of most other gadgets. 

And besides, you know what they 
say about the benefits of experience 
in sport.

In a world where frames per second 
need to hit double digits, the 7D’s dual 
DIGIC 6 processors help it hit 10fps (even 
if newer cameras eke out a few more). 
That kind of rapid-fire shooting is worth 
nothing if all the pictures come out 
blurred, but the 7D’s 65-point autofocus 
system is snappy and accurate. It locks 
on quickly, even when you’re using Live 

View, and doesn’t lose its bottle when 
the skies cloud over. 

When shooting sport it’s crucial that 
you can operate the camera’s controls 
without looking; as soon as you have 
to look down, the magic moment will 
pass. The 7D’s buttons are thoughtfully 
laid out, with a thumb-controlled dial 
slider that can be customised to tweak 
manual shooting settings, a mode dial 
that can be locked, plus an LCD on top 
for at-a-glance checks.

TECH SPECS
Sensor 20.2MP 
ISO 100-16,000 
Display 3in 
1040k-dot LCD 
Video 
1080p @ 60fps 
Connectivity 
USB, miniHDMI 
Dimensions 
149x112x78mm, 
910g 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★  
As rapid as Bolt, if not quite as much fun

CANON EOS 7D MARK II
£1459 (includes Wi-Fi adaptor) / canon.co.uk

THE ADD-ONS THE CAMERA
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UP THE ISO
Unless you’re shooting a chess 

match, chances are your subject 
doesn’t stay still for long. Making the 
camera more sensitive to light will let 
you tighten up the shutter speed.

CARRY ON SNAPPING
If you see something exciting 

happen, but not through the camera, 
you might have just missed out on a 
great photo. Resist the urge to review 
your shots and keep shooting. 

KEEP IT MOVING
On the other hand, freezing 

the action too much can kill the sense 
of speed. Slowing your shutter speed 
down should let you keep the subject 
in focus but blur the background. 

TOP 3 SPORT PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS

Canon Extender EF 
1.4x III
An extender that, er, 
extends the focal length 
of a lens without taking 
a hit on image quality. 
£415 / canon.co.uk

Vanguard VEO 
AM-264TR
This one-legged camera 
stabiliser has three feet 
at the bottom that fold 
out for more sturdiness. 
£80 /
vanguardworld.co.uk

Canon EF 70-200mm 
f/2.8 IS II USM
This telephoto lens will 
make up for any distance 
you have to put between 
yourself and the subject.
£2013 / canon.co.uk
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THE PRIZE

For your chance to get snap-happy, just go 
to stuff.tv/win and answer this question: 

WHAT’S THE JAPANESE TERM 
FOR THE QUALITY OF THE 
BLUR IN A PHOTOGRAPH?

A Sushi
B Bokeh
C Konnichi wa

o you’ve read our photography 
feature and now your shutter 
finger’s getting itchy. If you fancy 
stepping your game up a notch, 

there’s no better camera to do it with than 
Fujifilm’s X-T20, number one in our system 
cameras Top Ten – and we’ve got one to 
give away, complete with 16-50mm lens, 
with an RRP of £899. 

But we can’t send you out into the world 
without a bit of photographic support, so 
the full prize package also contains an Ona 
Bowery leather camera bag (RRP €331, 
onabags.eu), a super-soft Eddycam strap 
(€169, eddycam.com) and a Sirui T-025X 
carbon fibre tripod (£200, sirui.co.uk). That 
comes to £1539 with the exchange rate as 
we go to press, and is sure to make people 
at least think you know what you’re doing.

Terms & conditions 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over. 2 Entries 
close 11.59pm, 10 August 2017. 3 Prizes are as stated; colour of camera 
may vary. 4 Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person. 
For full Haymarket terms and conditions see stuff.tv/win 
Promoter Haymarket, 69 London Road, Twickenham TW1 3SP

WIN A FUJI X-T20
& ACCESSORIES 
WORTH OVER £1500

HURRY! 
COMPETITION 

CLOSES 
10 AUGUST 

2017

S

HOW TO ENTER
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RRP
£899

RRP
€331

RRP
£200

RRP
€169

I NW
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App:roved

 Spaceplan
Clickers are barely games, but 
Spaceplan transcends the genre 
through being bonkers. Clicking 
(well, tapping) propels you 
through a story about space/
time travel, and a surprising 
amount of tech powered by 
potatoes. The basics might be 
familiar, but the off-the-wall 
humour and gorgeous 
soundtrack keep you enthralled. 
And, unlike similar titles, it has a 
conclusion. Keep it running over 
a couple of days and breathe in 
its weirdo spuddy goodness.

Stuff says ★★★★  
£2.79 / Android    £2.99 / iOS 

 Untitled
If you reckon you’ve got a good 
screenplay or three inside you, 
and what’s really stopping your 
Hollywood breakthrough is 
pesky formatting, try Untitled. 
It aims to magically transform 
written notes into fully formatted 
screenplays. The app doesn’t 
quite match that ambition, in that 
you still needing to commit to 
memory a few bits of shorthand 
(such as adding > before a 
transition), but it’s a good 
starting point if you’re not quite 
ready for the likes of Final Draft.

Stuff says ★★★★
£4.99 / iPad

 Pixaki
Fancy yourself as a retro artist, 
distilling everything from classic 
gaming fare to Susan Kare’s Mac 
icons? If so, Pixaki’s your app, 
with a streamlined, elegant 
interface for crafting images 
where every dot’s precision 
placement is of utmost 
importance. This major new 
version adds loads of features 
too, including animation, tracing 
layers, and export to sprite sheets 
for gaming folks. Crucially, it feels 
much nicer making dinky pixel art 
images on an iPad than on a PC.

Stuff says ★★★★★
£8.99 / iPad 

 Infinite Music
The idea behind this one is to 
“rediscover your iTunes library” 
through smart remixing and 
mash-ups. What this means in 
practice is the app hurling your 
on-device music collection at 
a wall and playing the smashed 
pieces. The result’s a bit like if 
your uncle was on speed and had 
access to the skip button, such is 
the chopping and changing. But 
it certainly does provide another 
take on your music. A pity it 
doesn’t work with streaming 
service downloads, though.

Stuff says ★★★
£free / iOS

FOR
SPUDS

IN SPACE

FOR
SCRIPTS 

IN SCRAWL

FOR
PAINTING 
IN PIXELS

FOR 
MAYHEM 
IN MUSIC
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YOU’VE 
GONE ON 

HOLIDAY BY 
MISTAKE

 Google Maps
Getting horribly lost when 
abroad isn’t fun, but there’s 
no excuse if you’ve got Google 
Maps. Download a chunk of 
map for offline use and you 
can safely get about whether 
driving or walking. Even offline 
the app is terrifyingly accurate, 
and it’ll also allow you to look 
up basic information about local 
pubs and clubs.

Stuff says ★★★★★ 
£free / Android, iOS 

 Triposo
Sure, you could just randomly 
amble about an unfamiliar place, 
but you’re better off armed with 
Triposo’s ‘smart’ travel guides. 
From cities to tiny villages, the 
app provides insight into things 
to do and places to eat. Guides 
can be saved offline, and the 
app can even plan a city walk 
(complete with map) so you 
don’t have to.

Stuff says ★★★★
£free / Android, iOS

 Weather
Underground
Fancy a walk? Peer out of the 
window to check it’s sunny. 
Considering a day trip? Now 
you need a weather app. 
Weather Underground’s great, 
with short and long-term 
forecasts plus ‘smart’ ones 
for things like photography and 
surfing. If it messes up, grumble 
using its ‘crowd report’ button.

Stuff says ★★★★   
£free / Android, iOS

 Elk
Most currency converters 
seem designed for suits. Elk 
is for real humans, giving you 
handy conversion tables and 
– if you buy a one-off IAP for 
£3.99 – letting you punch in the 
rate you got when you bought 
your money. Bit of a cheapskate 
(or an Android user)? Try the 
less dazzling but perfectly 
workmanlike XE Currency.

Stuff says ★★★★
£free (IAPs) / iOS

 Google Translate
Never again stare blankly 
at a menu before pointing at 
something in a panic, which 
then turns out to be a plate of 
raw dolphin. Google Translate 
live-translates through its 
camera, not always accurately 
but certainly well enough to get 
the gist. Want to go old-school 
by typing things in or using your 
voice? That’s also covered.

Stuff says ★★★★★
£free / Android, iOS

 Snapseed
When away, you want to show 
off a bit. But while your device’s 
camera likely takes a great snap, 
you need Snapseed to spruce 
things up prior to upload. 
Its non-destructive editing 
provides plenty of scope, from 
quick adjustments through to 
atmospheric filters for when 
your holiday beach turns out 
to be less scenic than expected.

Stuff says ★★★★★
£free / Android, iOS

Remember to pack these ultra-helpful 
apps to take the outright panic out 

of your next summer getaway

Mini meme 
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Get ready for stunning visuals and epic gameplay with the Inspiron 15 7000 
with Windows 10. Featuring NVIDIA® GTX® graphics for vivid details and the 
latest 7th Gen Intel® Quad-Core™ CPUs packing intense action. 
See it in action in Spider-Man: Homecoming. 

Windows Hello: you are the password.

Step up your gaming now at Dell.co.uk/gaming 
The best Windows 

ever for gaming. 

Screens simulated, subject to change; 
Apps sold separately, availability may vary.
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One step beyond
OnePlus moves up out of the mid-range to take on the flagships with a phone

that’s been improved in just about every way… and is still cheaper than its rivals 

t’s tough to see 
how OnePlus could 
have made its latest 
flagship-killer any 

cheaper… but then, we’re not 
sure you’d have wanted it to. 

This is a smartphone that has 
improved on its predecessor in 
just about every way. Sure, the 
price is up, but you’re getting 
a better-looking, better-made 

device that’s still a whole lot 
less cash than the high-end 
competition. It really is all the 
phone you need. 

Small refinements, like the 
slimmer and curvier aluminium 
unibody that’s just that little bit 
more comfortable to hold, all 
add up. Fancy bezel-busting 
displays might grab attention 
elsewhere, but with an AMOLED 

screen that looks this good, you 
won’t mind a bit of extra wedge 
around the edge. 

It’s stupidly fast, of course: 
the all-powerful Snapdragon 
835 has the grunt to make 
Android 7.0 feel supremely 
smooth, without hammering 
battery life. It’ll easily last all day 
and still have some in the tank 
the next morning. Dash Charge 

gets you topped up ridiculously 
quickly too. 

The OnePlus 3’s weakest link 
is now this phone’s big strength, 
with dual cameras that help it 
challenge Samsung and Apple. 
In the right light, it takes fantastic 
photos – portrait mode goes 
toe to toe with the iPhone 7 Plus, 
and sometimes beats it. 

So… is this the perfect phone?

I
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from £449 / stuff.tv/OnePlus5
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24 hours with 
the OnePlus 5

Meh
Evil

Good

A quick Dash Charge before leaving 

work, and th
at’ll

 last u
ntil t

he m
orning.

I can’t d
ecide betw

een th
e onscreen 

butto
ns and th

e hardware keys.

The ro
unded corners fe

el so smooth
 

– it’
s lik

e holding a high-tech pebble.

OxygenOS’s handy tw
eaks and extra

 

features don’t g
et in

 th
e w

ay…

…and th
ere’s no bloatw

are eith
er. T

he 

only apps here are th
e ones I w

ant.

Lots of lit
tle

 to
uches help keep th

ings 

looking clean and unclutte
red.

The Snapdragon 835 CPU and 8GB 

of R
AM are enough to

 ru
n any game. 

The Do Not D
isturb gaming m

ode is 

killin
g m

y productiv
ity

 levels.

That ja
ck socket m

eans I c
an use m

y 

wire
d cans w

ith
out a

 stupid dongle.

 1min 10mins 20mins 30mins 45mins 1hr 2hrs 5hrs 6hrs 

1 A waking dream
The front-facing fingerprint 
sensor is stupidly fast, unlocking 
the phone in less than 0.2 
seconds – faster than a blink. 
It’s flanked by hardware buttons, 
but you can turn ’em off and use 
onscreen keys if you prefer.

2 An Apple a day?
Those rounded corners, all-metal 
body and protruding cameras 
might look classy, but you can’t 
deny they make this look a lot 
like an iPhone 7 Plus. Skinnier top 
and bottom bezels help keep the 
overall size down, though.

It might have an 
iPhone-esque vibe, 

but there’s one thing 
you get here that’s 

missing from Apple’s 
latest: a 3.5mm 

headphone port.



4

63

Screen 5.5in 1920x1080 AMOLED OS Android 7.1.1 
with OxygenOS Processor Snapdragon 835 octa-core 
@ 2.35GHz Cameras 16MP + 20MP rear, 16MP front 
Battery 3300mAh Storage 64GB/128GB RAM 
6GB/8GB Dimensions 154x74x7.25mm, 153g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
OnePlus still beats the big hitters 
on price, and this feels every bit 
the flagship phone

By looking beyond a rock-bottom 
price, OnePlus has created a superb 
phone that feels more mature than 
its predecessors, with refinements, 
design tweaks and performance 

upgrades that let it rub shoulders with the 
big boys – while still coming in at least £100 
cheaper. It’s all the phone you could want, and 
totally justifies the extra cash. @TomMorgan3

Tech specs

 Stick a 4K in me
There’s electronic image 
stabilisation that kicks in 
whenever you’re shooting 
video, to keep your 
footage as smooth as 
possible. You can shoot 
in 4K, or drop down to 
1080p for 60fps recording.

 Room to zoom
Cleverly combining the 
two sensors lets you 
zoom up to 2x without 
the dip in resolution you’d 
get with traditional digital 
zoom. It can creep up in 
small increments too, not 
just 1x and 2x.

 RAW power
Pro mode steps things 
up with RAW shooting, a 
reference line for lining up 
the horizon, a histogram 
for perfect exposures, and 
manual control over ISO, 
white balance, shutter 
speed and focus.

 Diddy DSLR
A single-lens smartphone 
won’t be able to blur 
backgrounds with dreamy 
depth of field while still 
keeping faces razor-sharp. 
The OnePlus 5 can, and 
the results don’t look fake 
or digitally enhanced.

Those two rear snappers work together to give 
image quality a boost, plus a whole lot more besides

Run the duals

Storage space is generous, b
ut 

there’s no m
icroSD slot to

 add m
ore.

Remind m
e w

hy w
ould I s

pend any 

more th
an th

is fo
r a

 phone?

Oh dear, l
ooks lik

e ra
in – shame th

e 

OnePlus 5 isn’t w
aterproof.

YouTube videos lo
ok great o

n th
is 

10
80p screen. W

ho needs QHD?

Night m
ode kicks in to

 stri
p out b

lue 

lig
ht a

utomatic
ally

 now – excelle
nt.

13hrs 14hrs 15hrs 18hrs 24hrs
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5 A new look
It feels a lot like stock Android, 
but OnePlus’s own OxygenOS 
adds a few tweaks that make 
it even slicker. That means the 
same swipe-to-open app drawer 
as Google’s Pixel, and a neat 
scrolling shelf for all your widgets.

4 A grey area
The £499 Midnight Black edition 
is packing a whopping 8GB 
of RAM and 128GB of storage 
space. If that sounds like overkill, 
the £449 Space Grey model 
has 64GB of storage and 6GB 
of RAM, which is still plenty.

3 A full house
It might not pack in the pixels like 
its more expensive rivals, but the 
OnePlus 5’s 1080p screen is still 
perfect for streaming Full HD 
video, and means the battery 
isn’t getting blitzed when you’re 
scrolling through social media. 
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Turned off by OnePlus’s price jump? You can still get great specs for peanuts…

Lenovo P2
£199 / lenovo.com

What’s the story?
Better battery life is the holy grail of 
smartphone creation: it’s much sought 
after and very rarely found. Unless you 
pick up a Lenovo P2, that is. Tucked inside 
this handset’s otherwise unremarkable 
frame is a whopping great battery that’ll 
trundle on for well over two days’ usage. 
A fast charger is bundled with the phone 
for speedy power-ups.

Is it any good?
Despite its chunky battery, the all-metal 
P2 wears its added heft well. At 177g and 
8.3mm thick, it’s more portly than your 
average 5.5in smartphone – but not 
by much. Better still, you’re getting 
an AMOLED screen that’s bright and 
colourful and handles contrast superbly. 
Not everything about the P2 is quite 
so impressive, though: its so-so 13MP 
camera is more on a par with what you’d 
expect at this low price.

TECH SPECS
Screen 5.5in 1920x1080 AMOLED
Processor Snapdragon 625 RAM 3GB
Cameras 13 MP rear, 5MP front
Dimensions 153x76x8.3mm, 177g

BLU Life Max
£120 / bluproducts.com

What’s the story?
Really short on funds for your new 
phone? Pick up a BLU Life Max and your 
thrifty predilections will remain a mystery 
to the world. This 5.5in handset packages 
together a fingerprint sensor, quad-core 
CPU and expandable storage in a smart 
faux-leather design. While it’s no match 
for the pricier phones here, the Life Max 
is still an absolute steal.

Is it any good?
This isn’t the fastest, most polished or 
best-looking phone about, but that price 
tag does a lot to offset its few rough 
edges – that and a whopping three-day 
battery life. This admirable stamina is 
mainly due to a 720p-resolution display 
that isn’t as detailed as a Full HD model, 
but still delivers the goods for day-to-day 
use. Alas, the Life Max’s 8MP camera is a 
bit of a dud, serving up washed-out snaps 
on a regular basis.

TECH SPECS
Screen 5.5in 1280x720 LCD
Processor MediaTek MT6737 RAM 2GB
Cameras 8MP rear, 5MP front
Dimensions 155x77x8.7mm, 153g

Honor 6X
£225 / hihonor.com

What’s the story?
Were it not for its sluggish performance, 
last year’s Honor 5X would’ve had all the 
ingredients of a budget-friendly stunner. 
Its follow up, the Honor 6X, is significantly 
more snappy, although a weak graphics 
chip means it’ll struggle with top-end 
games. Throw a solid camera and decent 
HD screen into the mix and you’ve still got 
one of the best mid-rangers about.

Is it any good?
Designed with the classic Honor blend of 
aluminium and plastic, the 6X looks every 
inch a match for a £500 phone… at least 
until you get up too close. So long as you 
can suffer its Emotion UI interface for 
Android 6.0, which annoyingly snips away 
the apps menu, you’ll get along fine with 
the 6X. And while that dual-lens camera 
is no match for the iPhone 7 Plus or 
Huawei P10, it produces detailed photos 
with virtually no noise in most lighting.

TECH SPECS
Screen 5.5in 1920x1080 LCD
Processor Kirin 655 RAM 3GB
Cameras 12MP + 2MP rear, 8MP front
Dimensions 151x76x8.2mm, 162g

The alternatives: 
3 more 5.5in overachievers

Stuff says ★★★★★
Incredible battery life for any phone, 
let alone one that’s under £200

Stuff says ★★★★
An absolute bargain for anyone 
on a really tight budget

Stuff says ★★★★
A dual-lens camera for half the 
price of the OnePlus 5

F I R ST  T E ST  O N E P L U S  5

BEST FOR
BATTERY

BEST FOR
CAMERA

BEST FOR
VALUE
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Great British Engineering

ENGINE:
1.9 LITRE FORD GDI

0-60 MPH:
7.5 SECONDS

TOP SPEED:
118 MPH

TYRES:
ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT AVON ZV7

MAX POWER (BHP/RPM):
145 @ 6,000 RPM

MAX TORQUE:
201 Nm

WEIGHT:
927 KG

POWER-TO-WEIGHT:
165 BHP-PER-TONNE
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Antler Titus Cabin
� e one-port juicer

USB ports are almost ubiquitous on 
long-haul fl ights nowadays – but pulling 

out your tech just to juice it from the back 
of the seat isn’t always convenient. Enter 

Antler’s latest wheely case: a hard-shelled 
cabin bag with a 45-litre capacity that 

packs a USB port for easy iPad charging.
£129 / antler.co.uk

American Tourister 77cm 
Soundbox Spinner

� e ribbed roller
It’s hard to make a big empty shell of 

polypropylene look interesting, but that 
hasn’t stopped American Tourister from 

trying. With a 97-litre capacity (expandable 
to 110 litres), its circle-swirling design will 

steal glances from jealous tourists.
£139 / americantourister.co.uk 

Delsey Montsouris 2-Wheel 
55cm Cabin Suitcase

� e clutter cutter
Besides a durable, thermoformed shell, this 
Delsey roller benefi ts the disorganised by 

way of several storage solutions. Crammed 
with compartments and modular divider 
options, it’s ideal for keeping your Switch 

games and SD cards from getting jumbled.
£159 / delsey.com

Bluesmart One
� e connected carry-on

Not all cases are born equal – just look at 
the Bluesmart One. Fitted with a digital 

scale, battery charger and location tracker, 
it can be remotely locked via the partner 
app – and will secure itself if you’re not 

with it. All this comes in a waterproof shell 
with easy-spinning hubless wheels.

£279 / bluesmart.com

Raden A28
� e smart suitcase

Don’t let the featureless black exterior 
fool you: this check-in companion packs 

a serious amount of smartness. Proximity 
sensors are built in to help you locate it on 
the luggage belt, alongside scales and an 

integrated 7800mAh battery to keep 
your tech juiced on the go.

£340 / raden.com

Tripp World 4-Wheel Large 
Suitcase Black II

� e big dog
Bigger isn’t always better – unless you’ve 

110 litres of luggage to trundle, in which 
case this 77cm four-wheeler is defi nitely 
better. At 4.5kg it’s hardly a fl yweight, but 

with all that space to start importing French 
biscuits you’ll soon be turning a profi t. 

£69 / tripp.co.uk

After days of stalking 
tourists in Gatwick and 

Heathrow, Chris Rowlands 
has zipped up the best rollers 

for your next jaunt

Trunkster Carry-on
� e zip zapper

Zipped suitcase tops are a fl awed concept, 
especially when you’re trying to re-pack in 

a cramped cabin. Pick up a Trunkster and 
you’ll enjoy all the convenience of a roller 
shutter, which slides open fl ush with the 

case’s front for easy access. � ere’s 
location-tracking built in too.

US$295 / trunkster.co 

Samsonite Paradiver Light
� e featherweight duffl  e

When you’re packing a summer’s worth 
of tech, every ounce matters. Opt for 

this polyester pack from Samsonite for 
lightweight space to go the distance. 
Weighing 2.2kg, it off ers a 48.5-litre 

capacity despite matching most cabin 
regulations for size.

£139 / samsonite.co.uk

1. Unzip for more
If you’re a serial airport shopper, opting for an 
expandable case is no bad bet: pack down your 
cabin bag for security, before unzipping it to 
unleash extra capacity for duty-free deals. 

2. Go hard or go soft
Baggage handlers aren’t known for treating 
luggage gently. Peace of mind comes in the 
form of hard ABS shells – but bear in mind this 
reduces their flexibility for cramming stuff in.
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Barracuda Smart 
Collapsible Carry-on


 e hot desk
Tracking down table space in an airport is 
almost as hard as fi nding a chair to kip on. 
	 is Barracuda case does double duty as 
a portable plinth, thanks to a fold-down 

handle fl ap. It also happens to be 
collapsible, with a neat carrying sack

 that’ll hang in your hotel wardrobe.
US$349 / barracuda.co

3. Head towards the light
With weight allowances tighter than ever, the 
last thing you need is your wheely number 
weighing you down. Opt for a polypropylene 
construction for lightweight sturdiness.

4. Divide and order
It’s worth looking into whether a case offers 
an unordered cavern or divides its space into 
segments. The latter is useful to avoid creased 
ties, but open is the way to go for shoe-carriers.

UPVOTED
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The king is OLED…

he Pope’s a Catholic, 
Manchester United 
have more money 

than sense and LG’s tellies 
are the best you can buy. 
These are some of life’s most 
immutable laws. Or least they 
have been since we fell so 
heavily for OLED TV.

While the infallible one won’t 
be jumping ship to the Mormons 
any time soon, and the Special 
One will no doubt spend his 
summer splashing out on 

agents’ fees, LG faces a serious 
challenge to its reign as TV 
champ. Until now it’s been the 
only maker of panels using 
organic light-emitting diodes, 
and so its screens have offered 
unrivalled detail and contrast 
compared to… well, everyone.

TV stand-off
As of this summer that’s 
all changed, with Panasonic, 
Philips and Sony all leaping up 
to find a space on the back of 

the OLED bandwagon. Sony’s 
first effort is called the A1, and 
oh boy is it magnificent. 

The Japanese maker is 
famed for its picture-processing 
prowess, and now it’s finally got 
the hardware to lavish those 
talents on. Oh, and instead 
of having a built-in speaker, 
this telly makes sound via its 
vibrating screen. It’s a quite 
astonishing piece of kit, but 
does it have the chops to 
triumph over LG’s OLED king?

VERSUS…
The LG E7 is the 
latest instalment in 
a long line of mighty 
fine OLED tellies. 
It marries gorgeous 
imagery with a built-
in soundbar and is 
generally a thing of 
great wonder.

LG’s imperious TVs have reigned supreme in Stuff-land for some time 
now, but Sony’s first ever OLED is here to make a grab for the 4K crown

Sony 
A1

T

Pretty much all of 
the brains are built 

into the back of the 
A1’s ‘picture frame’ 
stand, so you’re left 

with a super-slim 
screen up front. 

Sony’s Acoustic 
Surface tech turns 
the screen into the 
speaker by placing 
vibrating actuators 

behind the panel 
on its left and right. 
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emember the kid at school who 
was just good at stuff? Sailed 
through exams, made every 

sports team and was annoyingly likeable? 
That kid is the Sony KD-55A1. If you were 
expecting this 4K OLED debut to come 
with first-time nerves, think again.

1 Straight edge
Sony’s never been one to shy away from 
bold design, and it’s really gone to town 
on the wow factor with the A1. There’s no 
stand here – the screen plonks straight 
down on top of your TV rack, so all there is 
facing you is the picture and its barely-there 
bezel. This does mean it sits on a bit of a 
lean – about 5° if you’re measuring – but 
from the front, it’s barely noticeable. 

2 Part of the process
Sony is using a panel from LG in the A1. 
Combined with Sony’s own processing 
skills, the picture is an absolute treat: vivid 
colours are masterfully balanced with 
bountiful amounts of detail. Landscapes 
have a real sense of depth and dimension 
to them, while textures in hair and clothing 
look as crisp and insightful as if they were 
there in front of you.

3 Good vibrations
So does the A1’s vibrating screen tech 
actually work? Amazingly, it’s the absolute 
business. The sound comes directly at 
you from the screen, tying together picture 
and audio seamlessly. But it’s also weighty 
and spacious, with the ability to go really 
loud without sounding pushed. Big action 
scenes can sound a little congested, but for 
TV sound this is as good as you can hear.

4 Search and deploy
Sony’s turned to Android TV for its smart 
TV system again. This used to be an 
Achilles’ heel, but the app selection is 
better than ever before and has been 
bolstered by the inclusion of YouView 
as the set’s built-in TV offering. But with 
Sony, Google and YouView all in charge of 
little bits of the interface, navigating isn’t 
the most homogenous of experiences.

Screen 55in 3840x2160 OLED with HDR
OS Android 6.0 Connectivity HDMI (x4), 
optical out, Ethernet, Wi-Fi
Dimensions 711x1228x86mm, 25 kg

Stuff says ★★★★★
Sony’s 4K OLED debut is a stunning 
set with a truly outstanding picture, 
gorgeous design and great sound

SONY KD-55A1

4K CLASSICS

Price £3499 / stuff.tv/KD55A1

R

LA LA LAND
A feast for all your 
senses – Ryan Gosling 
and Emma Stone have 
never looked better than 
they do on 4K Blu-ray. 
And that’s really saying 
something.

UNCHARTED 4
Still holding onto the 
‘best-looking game on 
PS4 Pro’ tag, despite 
a fine challenge from 
Horizon Zero Dawn, 
Nathan Drake’s last 
hurrah is a UHD treat.

BREAKING BAD
Until The Sopranos or 
The Wire arrive in 4K, 
Breaking Bad will remain 
the finest televisual 
offering you can find 
in the medium. Sorry, 
Marco Polo.

The A1’s HD 
upscaling really 
proves its class. 
It’s still a hugely 

insightful picture, 
with sharp 

outlines and no 
discernible noise.
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eing the most exciting thing to 
happen to TV before the Crystal 
Maze revival was announced, 

LG’s OLEDs come with quite a pedigree. 
This E7 sits in the middle of the line-up 
and has the same panel and picture-
processing features as LG’s other tellies.

1 Perfect skinny
While this 65in E7 isn’t quite as thin as the 
2.57mm Wallpaper OLED, it still cuts an 
amazingly slimline figure. The screen is 
surrounded by a thin black frame and 
the whole thing floats on a glass edge. 
Impressively, it’s also attached to a built-in 
Dolby Atmos-capable soundbar that 
should save you having to spend extra 
on superior audio for your telly.

2 All things bright and beautiful
From 4K HDR to standard def, the E7 is a 
trusty purveyor of top-notch TV. Thanks 
to a 25% increase in peak brightness 
and a boost in detail from last year’s sets, 
everything stands out more, especially 
when pitched against a dark background 
with HDR enabled. Compared to Sony’s A1, 
however, the image isn’t quite as dynamic, 
or as deft with motion processing.

3 Comfort in sound
By giving the E7 a dedicated soundbar, LG 
has made its delivery much more convincing 
than that of many flatscreen TVs. It’s a 
spacious, clear and solid sound. That said, 
we wouldn’t get too carried away by the 
Dolby Atmos badge – Atmos is supposed 
to set a new standard for room-filling audio, 
but the E7’s setup is no alternative to a 
proper surround-sound package.

4 House of cards
The E7 is underpinned by LG’s webOS 
3.5 operating system. As the ‘.5’ might 
suggest, this isn’t a huge change from last 
year’s version, but that’s no great issue 
given that it’s a clear and friendly system. 
Sources, smart services and features 
all exist as colourful cards that can be 
rearranged, added and deleted, while 
navigation is 40% faster than before.

Screen 65in 3840x2160 OLED with HDR
OS webOS 3.5 Connectivity HDMI (x4), 
optical out, Ethernet, Wi-Fi
Dimensions 877x1461x62mm, 21.2 kg

Stuff says ★★★★★
LG hits the sweet spot, especially if 
you don’t have a soundbar… but the 
Sony’s picture is just a bit better

LG OLED65E7V

COMING SOON IN 4K

Price £4999 / stuff.tv/OLED65E7V

STRANGER THINGS
Come Halloween it’ll be 
time to take a second 
trip into The Upside 
Down. Here’s hoping 
this horror-tinged 
Netflix original hasn’t 
lost any of its bite.

WONDER WOMAN
Turns out all the DC film 
franchise needed was a 
woman’s touch. Watch 
Wonder Woman fight 
her way through this 
visual stunner on 4K 
Blu-ray later this year.

DAYS GONE
It’s the end of the world 
as you know it. Oh well, 
at least this zombie-
tastic PS4 Pro game 
will render the whole 
apocalypse in brutally 
visceral UHD.

The E7 is future-
proofed to the hilt 
and supports all 

the major formats 
to have been 

announced, from 
HDR10 to Hybrid-

Log Gamma. 

Even standard-def 
stuff comes out 

passable, with an 
impressive clarity 

and control 
considering 

the amount of 
upscaling going on.

B
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Download 
these 
apps

Help! 
I want 
a multi-
room 
setup
Stuff, I used to have a fancy speaker 
array at home – everywhere you 
looked there was an iPhone dock. 
Then I went round my mate’s place 
and he could play Living on a Prayer 
in perfect sync in his living room 
and on the loo. Surely there must 
be a way to attain multiroom nirvana 
without spending a bomb?

GADGET DOCTOR

THE EXPERT    Rob Leedham Editor

READER IN NEED Sophie Ridyard
Saw those Sonos ads, fancies some of that

 Or give Google Cast a go
Google’s answer to Spotify Connect isn’t as widely 
supported, so there’s less chance that you’ll just happen 
to have a device that will work with it. That said, recent 
Sony headphones, TVs and speakers all allow you to cast 
your tunes to them. Unsurprisingly, the same goes for any 
Chromecasts you have hanging round your home. Expect 
more devices to convert to Google Cast in the future.

 Dig into Spotify
Our favourite music streaming service’s most awesome 
feature, Spotify Connect, is by far the easiest way to do 
multiroom. Just select any Wi-Fi-enabled speaker from 
the ‘Devices Available’ menu and Spotify will stream 
straight to it. Better still, an absolute raft of tech is supported, 
from the Amazon Echo to Tesla’s Model S.

 And if that fails, try Airfoil Satellite
While Spotify Connect and Google Cast work over Wi-Fi, 
Airfoil allows you to broadcast that new Stormzy banger 
over Bluetooth as well. A free download for iPhone, 
Android, PC and Mac, it works the same way as a Sonos 
setup with support for thousands of devices. The only 
downside? It’s a little pernickety at times.

1
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 Or check out Logitech’s Bluetooth rival 
A simpler, less polished alternative to the Chromecast 
Audio, the Logitech Bluetooth Audio Receiver basically 
adds wireless smarts to any speaker. Then you simply pair 
that speaker with your phone, tablet or laptop. So long 
as you’re OK with flitting between speakers in a settings 
menu, this does the job just fine.
£30 / logitech.com

 Add an Amazon Echo to your system 
If you’re fine with having a multiroom setup of several 
speakers from different brands, then Amazon’s Echo 
is absolutely essential. As well as sounding surprisingly 
good, you can of course converse with it to find out 
breaking news, train times and Nicolas Cage trivia. 
£150 / amazon.co.uk

 Pick up a Chromecast Audio
Got a perfectly good speaker hanging around that can’t 
connect to Wi-Fi? Chromecast Audio is the answer, mainly 
because it’s dirt cheap and supports both Spotify Connect 
and Google Cast. Just plug it into the speaker’s analogue 
output, link it to the Google Home app and you’re all sorted.
£30 / google.com

 Hail Sonos, king of multiroom
There’s a reason why most people think of Sonos 
when they want to transform their home into a musical 
cornucopia. From the diddy Play:1 to the new Playbase, its 
products are easy to use and sound great. The Play:5 is an 
awesome main speaker for your living room.
£499 / sonos.com

 Don’t forget about Apple TV
This is only really an option if at least a couple of your 
existing speakers are compatible with Apple’s wireless 
AirPlay standard – so you’ve essentially got half a 
multiroom setup in place already. Add an Apple TV to 
this equation and your telly’s soundbar can join the party.
£139 / apple.com

 Go hi-res with Bluesound Generation 2
Also known as the ‘nuclear option’, Bluesound’s speakers 
are seriously expensive but they’re the absolute business 
for hi-res audio – something that even Sonos doesn’t offer. 
Once you’re all set up, everything works simply through an 
app, while music can be pulled in through any NAS drives 
on your home network. 
£1298 / bluesound.com

NOW
TRY

THESE

How 
should you 

stream?
Spotify’s our 

streaming 
service 

of choice 
but the 

alternatives 
aren’t too 

shabby. 
Apple 

Music’s 
featured 

artist pages 
are a slick 

mix of 
curated 

playlists and 
video that 
serve as a 

handy intro 
to your new 

favourite 
acts; Tidal 
is still the 

only major 
streamer to 

do hi-res 
audio; and 
Amazon’s 

Prime Music 
has over 2m 
free tracks 
for Prime 

subscribers.

WE’RE 
ALWAYS 

ON CALL

@stu� TV

facebook.com/
joinstu� 

google.com/
+stufftv 

stuff@
haymarket.com

Get these 
on the 
cheap

Invest in 
these 

speakers
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40 hours with the 
HTC U11

Good
Meh
Evil

 2mins 4mins 10mins 13mins 20mins 1hr 1.5hrs 5hrs 10hrs  
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HTC takes another step away from mainstream 
conformity with a squeezable beauty that 
also happens to be a great smartphone

2 Squeeze me, please me
HTC calls the touch-sensitive 
panels built into the sides of the 
phone Edge Sense. Give ’em a 
squeeze and you can do all kinds 
of actions: launch an app, turn 
on the torch, even snap a selfie. 
Even better, it’ll work when you’re 
wearing gloves.

1 Art of glass
The back of the phone is covered 
in stunning, mirror-like Liquid 
Surface glass. It reflects like a pool 
of water, with different-coloured 
layers baked into the glass to 
create crazy combinations that 
look so much cooler than the flat 
colours on other phones.

This might be the year of barely-
there bezels and dual-camera 
cleverness, but for the U11, HTC 
has gone for something different. 
It’s a world’s first: a handset with 
hug-friendly haptics.

Those squeeze-sensitive 
touch panels at the sides give 
you a new way to interact with 
your phone – one that doesn’t 
involve tapping on a touchscreen. 
If developers support it, and HTC 
gets the customisable app ready 
for download, it could be really 
useful. The accessibility potential 
for people who struggle with 
standard phones is huge.

There’s more to it than that, of 
course. The U11 packs in top-end 
specs, a laser focus on sound 
quality, and a set of AI assistants 
that are meant to streamline your 
life. Oh, and it’s utterly gorgeous. 
Let’s not forget about that. 

It does have niggles, though. 
The missing headphone jack is 
annoying and the camera’s raw 
speed isn’t a strong point. But 
are they enough to dissuade 
you from claiming this uniquely 
squeezable phone? 

£649 / stuff.tv/HTCU11

Pinchy strider
T E ST E D  H T C  U 1 1
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20hrs 26hrs 30hrs 39hrs 40hrs

 Wish you were hear 
The U11 has its fair share 
of microphones – four, 
placed at different points 
on the phone so you can 
record 3D audio. HTC 
reckons it’s the best 
sound recording you’ll 
get on a smartphone. 

 Amazing graceful
Sapphire blue, brilliant 
black and ice white all 
make a return, alongside 
two brand new shades: 
amazing silver and solar 
red. The latter – a lovely 
crimson shade – will not 
be available at launch.

 The jack ripper
Look around the edges all 
you want, but you won’t 
spot a 3.5mm audio 
socket – it’s USB-C or 
Bluetooth only. HTC does 
bundle in a USB-to-jack 
adaptor so you can use 
your own buds. 

 Hey good lookin’
The 5.5in LCD display uses 
an IPS panel, with a QHD 
resolution and the familiar 
16:9 aspect ratio. That’s 
pretty much par for the 
course for a flagship in 
2017, but it gives a good 
first impression.

There’s more to the design than squeezability, but is 
there enough glam to make it your fashion accessory? 

Screen 5.5in 2560x1440 QHD OS Android 7.0 
Processor Snapdragon 835 octa-core @ 2.45GHz 
Cameras 12MP rear, 16MP front 
Battery 3000mAh 
Storage 64GB, expandable via microSD 
RAM 4GB Dimensions 154x76x7.9, 169g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
Unique features and a delectable 
design help the U11 stand out, but 
not enough to usurp the Galaxy S8 
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Tech specs

3 Boombastic 
The U11 can handle 24-bit hi-res 
audio files, and BoomSound 
speakers make a welcome return. 
This latest Hi-Fi edition of the 
tech turns the whole phone into 
a resonating chamber, making a 
huge difference to sound quality 
and giving you some real bass.

4 I hear voices
The U11’s four microphones are 
always on, with a 1.5m range 
for waking up the two voice 
assistants. That’s right – as well 
as Google Assistant, Amazon’s 
Alexa is on board too. Or rather it 
will be, once an app update arrives 
any day now.

5 One vision
Flip the U11 over and you’ll spot 
a single camera lens – there’s no 
twin-sensor setup here, just one 
12MP snapper paired with an f/1.7 
lens. It’s an exceptional camera, 
if just that little bit slower than 
you might expect, but the results 
really speak for themselves.

There’s no tw
in-camera setu

p and 

th
e stu

tte
r is

 pretty
 slow. A

 shame.

The U11 does pretty much 
everything you’d expect from 
a flagship phone, but the software 
is what will make all the difference… 
and Edge Sense offers plenty of 

promise. For now this HTC is an excellent 
phone, if not quite the best. What could it 
turn out to be in a few months, though? The 
potential’s really exciting. @TomMorgan3
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STUFF PICKS

TWO-FACED
A full-colour LCD 
screen does the busy 
stuff, while a low-
power monochrome 
number saves your 
battery when resting.

DODGE CHARGER
This Casio uses a 
magnetic dock to 

charge, rather than a 
hidden port or sealed 

slot. You just whack 
the cable onto it.
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I’ve got a phone that tells the 
time, so if I’m going to wear a 
watch it needs to offer more 

than just a pair of hands. Casio’s 
monstrous WSD-F20 is a 

goliath of rugged, waterproof 
smarts that serves up a 1.32in 

helping of Android Wear 2.0, all 
wrapped in a neon shell that’ll 
make you visible from the top 

of Scafell Pike. Built-in GPS 
means I can leave my wimpy 

phone at home, so it’s a good 
job it does also tell the time. 

£450 / stuff.tv/WSDF20

Chris Rowlands, 
Acting News Editor

STUFF PICKS

Casio 
Pro Trek 
WSD-F20

In case your wrist needs an upgrade, Stuff writers choose their favourite strappy 
sidekicks – some with modern smarts, some with a big hand and a little hand

[ Photography Mitch Payne ]

Stuff Picks

Sound like you 
know watch’re 
talking about

Movement
The inner workings 
of a watch, usually 

either mechanical or 
quartz (powered by 

a battery). This is 
what makes it tick. 

Literally.

Crown
Nothing to do 

with Queen Lizzie’s 
headwear, this is the 
knob at the 3 o’clock 
position that’s used 
to wind and adjust 

your watch.

Complication
Any extra dials or 
talents, such as 
a stopwatch or 

calendar, are called 
complications. As 
if life didn’t have 
enough already.

INSTANT 
EXPERT
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STUFF PICKS

DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME
The non-reflective 
finish means you 
can check the time 
instantly regardless 
of how sunny it is.

RIG OF THE HUMP
While the camel-

coloured leather strap 
here looks pretty 

suave, you also get 
the option of a black 

or brown strap.
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I’m afraid to say that I’m your typical 
millennial – I’ve been roaming the world 
with naked wrists ever since I dumped 
the Harry Potter watch of my youth. 
But while my smartphone is a great 
substitute, it doesn’t stop those 
baby-boomers from cursing my 

‘approximate’ timekeeping. What I really 
need is one of these: the C8 Regulator, 
thoroughly modern in styling but 
inspired by the watches used by 
bomber pilots in WW2, and capable 
of second-to-second precision. 
£1350 / stuff.tv/C8Watch

Ryan Jones, 
Staff Writer

Christopher Ward C8 
Regulator Limited Edition

STUFF PICKS



MADE IN THE SHADES
The I.N.O.X. is also 

available in a range of 
other colours, without 

the astro-knife, for 
£479 – or in carbon 

composite for £795.

BOX TICKER
This limited Sky High 
edition, available from 
September, comes 
in a shockproof and 
waterproof ‘survival 
treasure chest’.

STUFF PICKS
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Whenever I jump out of a plane and 
one of the parachute cords has been 
nibbled by mice and I have to repair 
it in mid-plummet using my watch 
strap – which is of course always 
made of paracord – my watch falls off. 
Nightmare! Luckily, this titanium-cased 

beauty comes with a spare strap made 
of rubber, just in case. And, as it’s a 
Victorinox, you also get a matching 
white Swiss Army knife (with a picture 
of an astronaut on it) – perfect for 
cutting that cord to a nice tidy length. 
£715 / stuff.tv/SwissArmyWatch

Richard Purvis, 
Production Editor

Victorinox Swiss Army 
Watch I.N.O.X. SKY HIGH



STUFF PICKS

Marc McLaren, 
Editor, Stuff.tv

Kronaby Apex
I’m a hard man to please: I want a watch 
that’s both smart in looks and smart 
in, well, smarts. Unusually, the Kronaby 
Apex ticks both those boxes. From the 
outside it’s just a classy analogue watch 
with black metal face, sapphire crystal 
screen and leather or steel strap. But 

hook it up to your phone via Bluetooth 
and those three buttons on the side can 
control your music, find your phone, take 
photos, log your location, or show the 
date or a second time zone. See? Smart 
and smarts in one package.
from £445 / stuff.tv/ApexWatch

TIME’S APP 
The Kronaby app lets 

you choose which 
functions the three 

buttons control, and 
also calibrate the 

watch’s hands.

LET’S GET BUZZY
There’s no display, but 
the Apex gives buzz 
notifications; you can 
set different buzzes 
for individual people 
or apps.
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Nixon Diplomatic SW
I’ve been a Star Wars fan since I first 
realised I have a lot in common with 
Ewoks (small and hairy, rather than 
courageous and intelligent) but that 
doesn’t mean I want to advertise the fact 
on everything I wear. I am not nine years 
old. The gold stripes and rifle-shaped 

second hand on this Nixon are just subtle 
enough that only the enlightened will 
notice its nods to the galaxy’s deadliest 
bounty hunter – and if you think that’s 
Wicket the Ewok rather than Boba Fett, 
you’re probably not one of them.
£2125 / stuff.tv/NixonStarWars

Tom Wiggins, 
Deputy Editor
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FETTY STRAP
Underneath the khaki 
PDV coating there’s a 
stainless steel bracelet, 
with a rotating bezel on 
top. It’s water-resistant 
to 200m. 

LIMITED JEDITION 
Nixon’s other Star 

Wars watches aren’t 
this pricey, but with 

just 100 being made 
these will be as rare as 

Jar Jar Binks fans.



G R O U P  T E ST  S M A R T  S C A L E S

Show me the weigh
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A welcome addition to 
Garmin’s range, the Index 
is the most likely option 
here to satisfy fitness 
fiends. With a huge LCD 
display, it’s the easiest 
to read and includes the 
most data. 

It’s also impressively 
simple to set up with the 
desktop or mobile app, 
and a pleasure to use (well, 
as pleasurable as weighing 
yourself gets). The large 

scrolling display offers all 
the detail you’ll need, so 
there’s no need to go into 
the app every day to see 
your stats.

Used in combination 
with a fitness tracker, 
this gadget can give you 
a detailed breakdown of 
your whole health picture.

STUFF SAYS ★★★★
Impressive design, great 
display and lots of data

…and plenty of other stats besides, once you’ve dumped your old scales 
and grabbed one of these fitness-tracking kings of the bathroom floor

HUMAN TOUCH
You can add up to 
16 users to the Index 
Smart Scale, which is 
more generous than 
the rest, and potentially 
handy if you’re a Von 
Trapp or want to keep 
an eye on your Sunday 
league football team. 

BORN TO RUN
The Garmin Connect 
mobile and desktop 
apps both display your 
vital stats clearly. Be 
warned, though, that
the focus is on running 
watches and wearable 
data analysis rather 
than weight. 

NO SURRENDER
Third-party integration 
is limited with Garmin. 
There’s Strava export 
and MyFitnessPal 
data sharing if you’re 
counting calories, but 
not the cross-brand 
sharing you get with 
the Fitbit Aria.

Garmin Index Smart Scale
£150 / stuff.tv/GarminScale



G R O U P  T E ST  S M A R T  S C A L E S

 8fit
Sit-ups are fine, 
but you’ll soon 
lose those abs if 
you’re bingeing 
on burgers. 8fit 
solves this by 
serving healthy 
food advice 
along with its 
exercise plans.
£free / 
iOS, Android

 MyFitnessPal
Give your 
diligent dieting 
a boost with 
MyFitnessPal, 
an app that 
combines 
food-logging 
with exercise 
data from the 
likes of Fitbit.
£free / 
iOS, Android

 Seven
This app packs 
your daily dose 
of sweating 
into just 420 
seconds. None 
of the exercises 
require any 
kit, so you’ve 
no need to hit 
the gym.
£free / 
iOS, Android

This snazzy glass-topped 
disc with a scrolling 
LED display offers up 
weight and body fat 
percentage data as 
well as ‘motivational’ 
messages. This one can 
also recognise up to eight 
users, and distinguishes 
between them based on 
weight and profile.

Alas, accuracy isn’t the 
UA Scale’s strong point. 
Over 20 short minutes 

our weight fluctuated 
by as much as three 
kilograms. It also failed 
to recognise users on 
more than a few occasions 
and even added erroneous 
data to profiles. Still, a clear 
majority of weigh-ins 
proved as accurate as 
the rest on test.

Under Armour UA Scale
£129 / stuff.tv/UAScale

STUFF SAYS ★★★
Decent design and enough 
features to keep you keen

There’s a good reason 
why more bathroom 
scales aren’t this small: 
they tend to wobble. 
The QardioBase’s 12.5in 
diameter was only just 
big enough for Stuff ’s size 
10s, and every single time 
we stepped on the thing 
it moved a bit. 

This scale tracks 
a selection of body 
measurements including 
the usual weight, BMI and 

body fat percentage. 
If you’re petrified of 
numbers you can switch 
to Smart Feedback mode, 
which swaps pounds and 
kilograms for emoticons. 
There’s something really 
pleasing about a smiley 
face looking up at you first 
thing in the morning. 

QardioBase
£130 / stuff.tv/QardioBase

STUFF SAYS ★★★
This one’s more for dieting 
than general fitness tracking

The Wi-Fi-connected Aria 
looks the business in black 
or white glass. Once it’s 
synced to your Fitbit 
account it streams weight, 
BMI and fat percentage 
info directly to it. And it 
recognises up to eight 
users, so your stats are 
safe from prying. 

The app is simplistic but 
good for quick updates, 
checking that you’re 
hitting daily goals and 

inputting calorie info, if 
that’s your thing.

If you’ve invested in a 
Fitbit health tracker and 
want a better idea of your 
overall health, then the 
Aria is an ideal option. The 
combination of activity, 
weight and fat data builds 
up a useful health profile.

Fitbit Aria
£100 / stuff.tv/FitbitAria

STUFF SAYS ★★★★
The Aria is the easiest way 
to track your vital statistics

Scales? The WS-50 is 
so much more than that. 
As well as fat percentage 
figures, BMI and weight, it 
continually monitors your 
home’s air quality and 
temperature. Connect to 
Wi-Fi and measurements 
will be logged with your 
online account.

The free Health Mate 
app offers up a wealth of 

graphs and charts to help 
you understand the data, 
set goals and get results. 
The WS-50 could become 
an invaluable part of your 
daily routine, whether 
you’re a casual jogger 
or an all-action athlete.

Withings Smart Body 
Analyzer WS-50 

£118 / stuff.tv/WS50 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
Beautifully simple but highly 
effective health kit
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 Grab a Daily Deal. 
First stop for bargain-hounds 
should be Amazon’s Daily 
Deals section. You’ll have to 
be quick, though, as these 
offers refresh every 24 hours 
and might not even stick 
around for the full day. While 
Daily Deals are something of a 
lucky dip of savings, it’s worth 
checking in on the off chance 
of finding something special.

 Check the Warehouse. 
Warehouse Deals are how 
Amazon shifts refurbished, 
factory-damaged, returned 
and second-hand (aka 
‘open-box and pre-owned’) 
products at low prices. 
All products are in ‘good 
condition’ and backed up 
with Amazon’s satisfaction 
guarantee, so it’s prime 
territory for bargain-hunting.

THE BASICS 

PRICE-CHECKING

 Buy at the right time.
CamelCamelCamel keeps 
track of product pricing 
for online retailers including 
Amazon. Its web browser 
extension, the Camelizer, lets 
you bring up all the historical 
info on the product you’re 
currently viewing. 

 Hunt for some good will.
It’s a bummer when you buy 
something only for the price 
to fall a day later. Amazon 
used to have a policy whereby 
it’d refund you the difference, 
and if it happens it’s still worth 
emailing customer services 
to ask if they’re willing to help 
you out.

It’s the online superstore for everything – but if you want 
to cut through that dross for a proper bargain, you’re going 
to need some help. Luckily, Sam Kieldsen’s got your back…

 Search by discounts. 
Less of a browser and more 
of an “I know what I’m after” 
type? Check out the Amazon 
Discount Finder tool at 
moneysavingexpert.com, 
which will unearth deals you 
might struggle to find with 
Amazon’s regular search box. 
You can search by keyword 
and filter by department, 
category, discount, and 
minimum/maximum price.

 Subscribe and save.
One way to save a few quid 
on household essentials is 
to use Amazon’s Subscribe 
& Save option. Available on 
thousands of products, it 
gives you additional savings 
if you receive five or more 
products on a single, monthly 
delivery date. 

 Optimise Prime. Umming 
and ahing over forking out 
£79 for an annual Amazon 
Prime membership? We 
reckon it’s the bundled-in 
streaming services that make 
it worth having, not just the 
one-day delivery.

 Make a wish. Save 
products you want but can’t 
afford right now on a Wish 
List. If these are kept to the 
default ‘public’ setting, friends 
and family can browse them 
– if you’re lucky, maybe they’ll 
even buy you something.

BETA YOURSELF

Eurovision 
price contest

Before we bid the EU adieu, 
you can pick up cheaper 

products across Amazon’s 
EU sites. Compare prices 

using tools like Curiua 
and Hagglezon.



DON’T GET FOOLEDPRIME FREEBIES

 Sort that beach reading.
Prime Reading is a brand new 
addition to the Prime benefits 
line-up, bringing a rotating 
roster of free reading material 
to members. The library 
includes big names like the 
Harry Potter titles and classics 
such as Slaughterhouse Five.

 Fill up your old iPod.
If you’ve bought any CDs or 
LPs on Amazon in the past 
decade and have a Prime 
account, you’ll likely be able 
to download the mp3 versions 
for free. We found we had well 
over 100 tracks sitting around 
to download (some of them by 
Justin Timberlake, but still…).

HIVE
A network of 360 
independent book, 
Blu-ray and record 
sellers, Hive is well 
stocked with the latest 
releases and passes 
back a percentage 
of every purchase to 
local indie bookshops. 
Naturally, it also makes 
a point of its British 
tax-paying status. 

EBAY
If it’s bargains you’re 
after, then the world’s 
biggest auction site 
has them in skiploads. 
Among the hundreds of 
second-hand tea cosies 
there are plenty of new 
products to be found at 
decent prices. Argos 
even runs its click & 
collect programme in 
partnership with ebay.

FARMDROP
If you want to order food 
online the ethical way 
then show two fingers 
to Amazon Fresh and 
use Farmdrop instead. 
Its goods are harvested 
to order and delivered to 
your home within a day 
by electric vans. There 
is a premium, but proper 
fresh food is worth it.
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AMAZON 
ALTERNATIVES

 Unmask fake reviews.
Amazon’s user-written 
reviews are generally a boon. 
However, it’s possible for the 
maker of a product to flood 
its page with fake positive 
reviews. Enter product pages 
into the online tool Fakespot 
to identify these rotters.

 Compare the Market.
While sellers on the Amazon 
Marketplace might get you 
a price that’s cheaper than 
Amazon’s own, these items 
are not always subject to 
Amazon’s shipping pricing 
scheme, or its customer 
service guarantee. Bear 
that in mind before buying.

 Have some free money.
One of Prime’s better benefits 
is the chance to get free 
money to spend on Kindle 
books, Amazon Music 
and Amazon Video. Select 
‘No-Rush Delivery’ instead 
of the same-day/one-day 
option at the checkout and 
Amazon will give you £1 credit 
towards your next Kindle, 
Music or Video purchase. 
Just remember orders need 
to be over £3.

 Get more free shipping. 
For non-Prime members, 
Amazon offers free Super 
Saver Delivery on orders 
totalling £20 or more. That 
can be a mite irritating if you’re 
buying a product that costs 
£19.12, so Google the Super 
Saver Delivery Tool, which 
suggests items that’ll bump 
your basket to just the right 
amount. Steps: The Ultimate 
Collection, anyone?

SMARTER 
DELIVERY
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24 hours with the 
Nokia 3310 (2017)

Good
Meh
Evil

 1min 4mins 10mins 25mins 40mins 1hr 2hrs 4hrs 6hrs 
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Nokia is bringing the early noughties to 2017 with 
a reimagining of a classic… but as this dumbphone 
shows, some things are better off left in the past

2 Please don’t touch 
At 2.4in, the screen looks tiny next 
to a current-gen phone, and the 
QVGA 240x320 resolution is 
blocky. Brightness is mediocre, 
and you’ll struggle to see anything 
on it at all outside. Plus of course it 
isn’t touch-sensitive – you’ve got 
to use the physical buttons. 

4 Nuthin’ but a 2G thang
Opera’s WAP browser takes an 
absolute age to load any page, 
and with no built-in Wi-Fi you’re 
limited to a 2G connection. The 
3310 is locked to the 900 and 
1800 GSM signal bands, which are 
ancient by today’s standards here 
in the 4G-covered UK.

3 I see a darkness
The 2MP snapper struggles to 
capture detail even when you’re 
outside in perfect light, so as soon 
as the sun starts setting you 
know you’re in trouble. Move 
indoors and it’s a similar story. 
The LED flash doesn’t help fill in 
the gaps in low light either.

1 Hard habit to break
With its curvy plastic shell, the 
new 3310 shows an unmistakable 
likeness to the original – only this 
2017 edition is thinner and lighter. 
And all that plastic means it won’t 
shatter into a million pieces if you 
drop it – not something you can 
say about modern phones.

Tamagotchis. Cassette players. 
The penny farthing bicycle. They 
all had their time, but now they’ve 
been consigned to history. Until 
February, you’d have put Nokia’s 
iconic 3310 among them. But not 
any more – the Finnish classic is 
back, rebooted and ready to cash 
in on our demand for nostalgia. 
Hey, anything to distract us from 
Brexit, Trump and whatever 
else 2017 is planning to throw 
our way.

But is the new 3310 solely 
a nostalgia-inducing machine? 
Not quite. It’s a fine festival 
phone. Your gran could pick 
one up and not be instantly 
bamboozled. Stash one in a 
drawer or the glove box and 
you’re covered if your expensive 
main phone takes a tumble. But 
that’s about it.

If you’ve been dying to type 
out messages in T9 textspeak, 
the 3310 fits the bill, and it’s got 
battery life that’ll shame the 
smartphone in your pocket right 
now – but is that enough to 
justify the £50 price tag? Not 
really, when you consider that 
you can pick up a similar-specced 
phone from a supermarket shelf 
for a tenner.

Time to take off those rose-
tinted glasses and see the new 
3310 for what it is: a marketing 
ploy that you really shouldn’t 
waste your money on.

£50 / stuff.tv/Nokia3310

Oh you pretty Finns
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14hrs 16hrs 19hrs 22hrs 24hrs

 Pressing on
With no touchscreen, you 
get around the OS with 
an old-fashioned D-pad, 
Enter and Back keys. The 
main menu has a simple 
grid layout that lets you 
jump between calls, SMS 
messages and other apps.

 Changing hiss-tory
Snake on the new 3310 
isn’t the game you 
fondly remember. It’s 
a Gameloft-developed 
reimagining, with colour 
graphics, multiple game 
modes and an awkward 
set of controls.

 Colouring in
The two-tone design is 
from Nokia’s old-school 
handbook. But you can’t 
replace those front and 
back shells like you could 
before – the colour you 
pick will stick with you for 
the life of the phone.

 Holing up
Around the edges there 
are a few new touches, 
such as a microUSB port 
and a 3.5mm jack. Want 
to listen to music? You’ll 
need to buy a microSD 
card, because there’s only 
16MB of storage. 

The 3310 is all about plucking your memory strings, 
but there’s still been room for some modern updates

Screen 2.4in QVGA 240x320 OS Series 30+ 
Processor Not specified RAM Not specified 
Storage 16MB, expandable via microSD Camera 2MP
Battery 1200mAh Dimensions 116x51x12.8mm, 80g

STUFF SAYS ★★
Rose-tinted sentiment can’t 
disguise the 3310 for what it 
really is: a basic burner phone

Snake’s alrig
ht, b
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m getti

ng bored 

of it
 now. I m

iss Clash of C
lans.

Sure, th
is is a decent b
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ble. 

Sneak tweaks

Tech specs

5 I will survive 
The 3310’s one saving grace is 
battery life. Whereas your typical 
smartphone will last a day, you 
can easily stretch this one out to 
an entire week. Two weeks aren’t 
out of the question as long as you 
don’t try to beat your Snake high 
score at every opportunity.

Nearly
 a w

hole day gone, and th
e 

batte
ry

 hasn’t t
aken a dent.

If the 3310 had shown up under 
any other name, it would have 
sunk faster than the N-Gage. Sure, 
battery life is great, but no better 
than other burner phones. Nostalgia 

is big business, and fair play to Nokia for riding 
that wave… but look past the branding and 
there’s nothing here you can’t get elsewhere 
for less cash. @TomMorgan3 
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What’s the story?
Sony has conjured up its first ever player for 
4K discs. While the X800 is hardly cheap, it 
does undercut the premium competition by 
a couple of hundred quid while still delivering 
stellar picture quality. High Dynamic Range 
snobs be warned, though: this thing only 
supports HDR10 and not the burgeoning Dolby 
Vision format, which could cause a few disc 
compatibility niggles in the future.

Is it any good?
Slide Planet Earth II into the Sony and its 
sensational colours are plain to see, while the 
contrast between deep, dark forestry and its 
many luminous inhabitants is a joy to behold. 
This is a clear step up from 4K streaming, and 
the player’s performance still holds up well for 
standard Blu-rays. Better still, this impressive 
display is backed up by sparkling sound. 

Price £400 / stuff.tv/UBPX800

What’s the story?
Looking for a cheap 4K Blu-ray player? Then 
get an Xbox One S. But while Panasonic’s 
UB400 can’t compete with that console for 
value, it does a better job of showing off your 
discs. It’s got the same video-processing 
chip as its flagship UB900 player, and that 
should mean the same stellar 4K picture 
quality for a couple of hundred pounds less… 
though that’s not quite how things work out. 

Is it any good?
The UB400 promises the best of both worlds 
and doesn’t quite deliver on either. It’s too 
expensive to deserve a ‘budget’ tag, and lacks 
the added pizazz to match up to premium 
machines. Judged purely on its own merits, 
this Panasonic does hand you a clear and 
colourful picture with plenty of detail and 
texture. It looks good, but not special.

Price £300 / stuff.tv/DMPUB400

What’s the story?
We’ve been raving about Oppo’s UDP-203 
for a couple of months now, since it knocked 
Panasonic’s DMP-UB900 off its perch as our 
4K Blu-ray champ. That said, over six hundred 
quid is a lot of money to drop on a disc player 
when Netflix and Amazon’s own Ultra HD 
catalogues are growing bigger by the month. 
But if you can justify spending that cash, this 
Oppo won’t disappoint – its picture is glorious.

Is it any good?
Just a little bit. From the moment you load up 
Life of Pi or La La Land, the UDP-203 leaps 
into life, eager to justify its asking price. It does 
a spectacular job, adding a cinematic feel to 
movies that’s rarely experienced within the 
confines of your living room. Colours are 
effusive and natural, while the sheer amount 
of detail on show is sublime. 

Price £649 / stuff.tv/UDP203

Panasonic DMP-UB400 Sony UBP-X800

Give your sofa-bound movie nights more dazzle and gleam by pairing 
your fancy telly with a better-than-streaming picture source

4K Blu-ray players

Stuff says ★★★★★
If you’re willing to spend a few quid on a 4K 
Blu-ray player then this is the one to get

Stuff says ★★★★
A solid 4K player, but you’ll get a lot more 
wow factor from more expensive machines

Stuff says ★★★★★
Still the best, but the arrival of the cheaper 
Sony means it’s lost a little of its lustre

3 OF THE BEST

Oppo UDP-203

BEST FOR
PRICE
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Samsung’s little puck promises to 
turn the phone in your pocket into 
an Android-powered computer 

 The DeX Station is an accessory 
for your Samsung Galaxy S8 or 
S8+ that will turn it into a fully 
fledged desktop PC. Hook up 
a mouse, keyboard and screen, 
with your phone becoming the 
brains of the setup, and you get 
a familiar way to work that won’t 
end in severe finger cramp.

 The Station itself is pretty 
basic: a puck-shaped dock with 
a slide-out lid that reveals a USB-C 
adaptor. Around the back there’s a 
USB-C charging port, HDMI output, 
Ethernet and two USB ports for 
hooking up a keyboard and mouse. 

 Plug everything in, fire up your 
monitor and plop the phone down 
– that’s all there is to it. The phone 
switches into DeX mode, disabling 
its own screen and waking up your 
monitor. It’s a proper desktop UI: 
you get a familiar app tray, shortcut 
bar and desktop icons. Apps open 
in windows, which can be dragged 
around the screen and resized. 

 A small fan stops the handset 
getting hot even after a full day in 
DeX mode (it also charges while 
docked). The dock is small enough 
to fit on just about any desk, but 
you’ll need to use the mains 
adaptor that came with your 
handset as there isn’t one included.

 There are quite a few apps that 
don’t work how you’d expect them 
to – if they work at all. Big hitters 
like Spotify refuse to open in DeX 
mode, and you’re better off with 
the browser version of Google 
Docs than struggling with the app. 

Seeing how much power the Galaxy S8 and S8+ have on tap, the DeX Station should 
make a lot of sense. But the software is just that bit too raw right now for us to 
recommend dumping your laptop. If Samsung could give us some control over 
keyboard shortcuts, let apps refresh in the background, and get more devs on board 
to optimise their apps, it might be worth finding some space on your desk for.

A soft spot for 
the hardware, a 

hard time with 
the software

Tom Morgan

Make it PC on yourself

STUFF SAYS Fine for simple tasks, but you’ll soon be longing for your laptop ★★★

Compatibility Samsung Galaxy 
S8 or S8+ Connectivity HDMI, 
Ethernet, USB (x2), USB-C 
Dimensions 105x105x47.5mm, 231g

 Called comfort
Since your phone is still your 
phone, any calls and messages 
come through just the same as 
if you were holding your handset, 
with notifications appearing at 
the bottom right of the monitor.

 Crash and learn
The DeX experience is far 
from perfect when you try 
to multitask. Apps don’t refresh 
properly unless you’re actively 
using them and, in our testing, 
sometimes stopped responding. 

£129 / stuff.tv/SamsungDeX

Tech specs

T E ST E D  S A M S U N G  D E X  STAT I O N

Find more 
instant 

upgrades for 
your Galaxy S8 

on p96.



T E ST  I K E A  T R A D F R I  S M A R T  L I G H T I N G

90

Are your ready to lay all your 
love on Ikea’s user-friendly 

version of smart lighting?

 Ikea’s furniture has already 
colonised the world, so surely this 
is the perfect company to bring 
smart lighting to the masses? Its 
new Tradfri range, which includes 
everything from wireless bulbs to 
illuminating furniture panels, has 
all the hallmarks of its addictive 
homeware: affordable prices, clean 
design and user-friendliness.

 The bulbs come in two flavours: 
dimmable white ones, and slightly 
fancier ‘white spectrum’ bulbs that 
can move between cooler light 
and a more warm and cosy glow. 
Considering they only cost £6 
more than the pure white versions, 
it’s well worth going for these.

 Beyond the bulbs, the system 
consists of a gateway hub for 
communicating with Ikea’s iOS 
and Android app, five cabinet 
panels and a range of controllers, 
including a motion sensor and a 
little puck that clings magnetically 
to your wall. It’s an impressive, 
well-priced range: one bulb with 
a simple wireless dimmer is just 
£15, and the magnetic puck comes 
bundled in the £29 kit.

 If you want the extra features 
that come with the app, you’ll need 
to get the £69 kit that includes that 
hub. This is the only way you can 
set timers or manage groups of 
lights – but it will take up one of 
your router’s Ethernet ports. 

 Pairing bulbs to the controller is 
a 30-second process of holding 
them next to each other while 
pressing a button. The puck lets 
you do three things: turn lights on 
or off, cycle through five levels of 
brightness and, if you have a white 
spectrum bulb, choose from three 
lighting temperatures. It’s very 
responsive, with a respectable  
10-metre range. 

The main difference here from the likes of Philips Hue and Hive Active Light is that 
you don’t need a hub to get started: pick up the £29 dimming kit and you’re ready to 
go, albeit without any of the app’s extra tricks. That said, it’s far from the smartest 
lighting out there, and it’s not currently clear whether it’ll eventually embrace colour 
and open itself up to the likes of Apple HomeKit, IFTTT, Alexa and Google Home. 

Think about the 
money, money, 

money… and take 
a chance on me

Mark Wilson

Swedeness and light

STUFF SAYS It’s a bit basic, but this is the simplest way to get into smart lighting ★★★★

 …knowing Hue
The controller puck, which Ikea 
calls a ‘steering device’, is simpler 
than the Philips Hue dimmer 
switch. It doesn’t let you switch 
between groups of lights or 
trigger ‘scenes’, but it’s faster 
than searching for your phone.

 Knowing me… 
The motion sensor isn’t 
weatherproof, so can’t be used 
to trigger an outdoor porch light, 
but it’s a handy thing to stick in 
the hallway. You can set it to turn 
off automatically after one, five 
or ten minutes.

from £15 / stuff.tv/IkeaSmartLights
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TESTWINNER

TECH
RATER

The difference 
between the 
Paperwhite 
and top-end 
Oasis? You 
only get six 
weeks’ battery 
life here, rather 
than a couple 
of months.

Amazon isn’t 
selling any 

waterproof 
Kindles, so 

the Aura H20 is 
uniquely suited 
to anyone with 

a severe case 
of pool-side 

butterfingers. 

Aside from the need to shop around for your own books, 
Kobo’s software is generally slick and offers great tracking of 

your reading stats. Although the Paperwhite has the edge 
for sharpness, small text still looks crisp on this Kobo.

As well as sharing the same resolution as the pricier Voyage 
and Oasis, the Paperwhite’s screen has also been tweaked 
so its pages have less of a blue tint and are easier on your 
eyes. Its interface is also great for flitting between books.

Switching to Kobo from a Kindle? You won’t be able to read 
your old library. That said, Kobo’s store has an impressive 

array of titles at reasonable prices and you can load up your 
downloads from elsewhere – say, library lending services.

With 4GB of storage the Paperwhite has storage enough for 
thousands of novels, and the Amazon ecosystem is still a 
winner. The non-Kindle crew just don’t make it quite as easy 
to get hold of books, newspapers and so on. 

The Aura H20 may be chunkier than any Kindle right now, 
but it’s got a very special trick up its sleeve: waterproofing. 

Plus its super-soft-finish plastic body feels great, with a 
rubber rear for added grip and a handsome 6.8in screen.

The latest Paperwhite has been around for a few years, yet 
remains a serviceable bit of kit. Thin, lightweight and with a 
superior 300ppi resolution to both the Kobo and cheapest 
Kindle, it serves up everything you’d expect for the cash.

Screen 6in E Ink 
1440x1080 (300ppi) 
Battery Up to six weeks (normal use) 
Connectivity Wi-Fi (optional 3G) 
Storage 4GB 
Dimensions 169x117x9.1mm, 205g

Screen 6.8in E Ink Carta 
1430x1080 (265ppi) 

Battery Up to one month (normal use) 
Connectivity Wi-Fi 

Storage 8GB 
Dimensions 129x172x8.8mm, 207g

 Price £130 / stuff.tv/AuraH20  Price £110 / stuff.tv/Paperwhite

It’s close, but the waterproof Kobo edges it unless you already have a big Kindle library

1. DESIGN

2. LIBRARY

3. EASE OF USE

VS

STUFF SAYS★★★★★ ★★★★★

Amazon PaperwhiteKobo Aura H20
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Little black books: 
e-reader face-off
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TWO WEEKS WITH THE SONY XPERIA XZ PREMIUM

£650 / stuff.tv/XZPremium

Sony has packed its latest flagship with attention-seeking specs, but will 
that lift it into the top tier? Andrew Williams spends a fortnight finding out

DAY 01
Ever wanted to go to a restaurant 
and ask for everything on the 
menu? The steak, the crab, the 
chicken and the ribs? Tell them 
it’s your birthday when it’s just 
a normal Wednesday? This sort 
of excess is what the Sony Xperia 
XZ Premium is about.

It has a 4K HDR screen, one 
of the fastest phone processors 
currently available, 64GB of 
storage and a 19MP camera. 
The only downside, other than 
the Samsung Galaxy S8-style 

price, is that a few elements have 
a whiff of fast food about them.

The XZ Premium seems to 
have a mission statement to 
blow up the competition with 
eyeball-melting extra tech… but 
its shape, for a start, is pretty 
familiar. Where the Galaxy S8 
pushes its screen right into the 
corners, this is a classic sharp 
Sony rectangle. There’s glass 
on the front and back like the 
Z5 Premium, but while there is 
a curve, it’s ever so slight.

Maybe it’s time Sony looked 
at moving on from this phone 
design style. It’s wider than the 

Tech a look at me now 

This is one of the most impressive IPS 
LCD displays you’ll find – it can deliver 
colours that’ll make your TV look weak

The Gorilla 
Glass 5 screen 
should survive 

a drop from 
shoulder height. 

Galaxy S8 and the LG G6, yet 
has a smaller screen than 
either of them. Still, there’s 
a very good finger scanner 
below the power button and 
solid water-resistance. 

DAY 02
The best argument for a 4K 
phone screen right now is VR, 
so I’ve been trying out two of 
the best DayDream VR apps: 
Coastiality and The Lost Future. 
It’s quickly clear that these apps 
do not render at 4K: side by side 

with the OnePlus 3 you see the 
same ‘jagginess’. But you also 
see much less of the space 
between pixels when using 
a VR headset, thanks to Sony’s 
mammoth 807ppi pixel density. 
It makes a real difference.

This is one of the first phones 
to support HDR video too, and 
here the LCD screen is handy 
because its top brightness is 
pretty powerful. In fact this is one 
of the most impressive IPS LCD 
displays you’ll find. It can deliver 
colours that’ll make your TV look 
weak – though you can rein this 
in if you like things more natural. 
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LO N G -T E R M  T E ST  S O N Y  X Z  P R E M I U M

in ultra-slo-mo, right down to 
960fps, which plays back real 
life at 1/40th of its normal speed. 
Playing around with this is loads 
of fun, as long as you choose your 
subjects carefully. The results can 
look very cool, even if the quality 
isn’t mind-blowing. 

DAY 11
As you’d hope, the XZ Premium 
feels fast. It has a Snapdragon 835 
CPU with 4GB of DDR4 memory. 
This is an octa-core CPU with the 
latest Kyro cores, four at 2.45GHz 
and four at 1.9GHz. I’d love to tell 
you how its benchmark scores 
compare with other phones, but 
Sony blocked the relevant apps 
from being installed on our review 
device. Handy, that.

DAY 14
So, do all those extra pixels kill the 
battery life? Well, I’ve never once 
had to top up before bedtime. With 
normal use, and perhaps a few 
hours of audio streaming, you 
can expect the XZ Premium to 
last until mid-morning on day two. 
It’s not exactly a gold standard, 
but it’s good enough… which is 
sort of how I’m left feeling about 
the phone in general. It just doesn’t 
quite compete with the best 
handsets where it really matters.

DAY 04
I’m getting on fine with the custom 
interface that this phone runs on 
top of Android 7.1. It adds loads 
of Sony services – video, music, 
PlayStation, the lifestyle drill 
sergeant Lifelog – but doesn’t 
feel bloated because they’re just 
Sony takes on Google apps. 

Sony’s trademark swooshiness 
is back too – the default Loops live 
wallpaper flies about gracefully as 
you move through the interface. 
The main change is that, instead 
of using a long scroll of apps like 
normal Android, the XZ Premium’s 
apps menu comes in pages. 

DAY 08
Sony has maxed out the spec of 
the XZ Premium’s rear camera, 
a 19MP rear unit with a 1/2.3in 
sensor. That’s the same size as 
your average compact camera, 
and more megapixel-packed than 
the Galaxy S8’s. But I’m not blown 
away by the results. 

Using the camera on a sunny 
day tends to overexpose parts of 
photos. Dynamic range is not the 
best, and Sony’s processing isn’t 
great. It’s far too aggressive, making 
natural patterns of grass and leafy 
trees look fake and fizzy. 

This smartphone’s real boasting 
point, though, is video. It can shoot 

STUFF SAYS
Does a few 
things very 
well, but its 
camera and 
design keep it 
behind the best 
�����

01 A great screen with big, 
super-saturated colours
02 This is a phone with 
plenty of processing power
03 Battery life is decent 
considering it’s a 4K screen

 04 The camera isn’t even 
close to the best on offer 
from Sony’s rivals
05 That square design is 
starting to look dated, and 
it’s quite a bulky phone

Donut of Truth™

Screen 5.5in 
3840x2160 LCD
Processor 
Snapdragon 835 
octa-core 
@ 2.45GHz
OS Android 7.1
Cameras 19MP 
rear, 13MP front
RAM 4GB
Storage 64GB, 
expandable 
via microSD
Battery 3230mAh
Dimensions 156x 
77x7.9mm, 195g

Tech specs
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42 hours with the 
Garmin Fenix 5

Good
Meh
Evil

 5mins 12mins 16mins 28mins 50mins 1hr 5hrs 10hrs 16hrs  
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If you’re after a comprehensive multi-sport 
tracker, this pricey but very talented Garmin 
could be your new object of wristy desire

2 Just a touch?
That display isn’t touch-enabled 
– which might sound like a big 
omission, but is actually one of 
the watch’s best features: besides 
saving battery life, using the five 
physical buttons on the sides 
gives the watch a high-end feel 
and offers much more control.

3 We walk
The Fenix 5 will do all the usual 
bits – step tracking, sleep 
monitoring and active minutes 
– as well as floors climbed and, 
because of the in-built heart-rate 
monitor, accurate calorie burn 
counts. And tracking data is as 
accessible as it is reliable.  

1 Perfect circle
Once you’ve finished admiring 
the body and bezel, you’ll spot 
this Garmin’s 1.2in fully circular 
display. Size-wise it makes for a 
natural watch face – and while the 
240x240-pixel resolution sounds 
low, in practice it’s clear and 
readable even in direct sunlight.

There are two types of people in 
this world: those who are happy 
to track their daily step counts 
with a Fitbit, and those who must… 
track… everything.

For the latter, a run-of-the-
gym wearable just won’t do. For 
such people, a wearable must be 
built like the proverbial outdoor 
hygiene facility, measure every 
activity, statistic and variable 
known to mankind, and look good 
doing it. And for them, Garmin has 
built the Fenix 5.

The Fenix 5 wraps a suite 
of tracking abilities, connected 
smarts and general usefulness 
in a stunning shell. It really is 
gorgeous, steering away from 
the overzealous bulk of many 
go-anywhere watches and opting 
for a subtle steel frontage.

While you won’t forget you’re 
wearing it, the Fenix 5 doesn’t 
stick out too high on the wrist. 
It’ll just slip beneath a shirt cuff, 
which is good, because you’ll 
want to wear this baby all the 
time. At £500, though, you’ll be 
paying for the luxury. Can the 
Fenix 5 justify its price tag?

£500 / stuff.tv/Fenix5

Fenix envy
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24hrs 30hrs 32hrs 38hrs 42hrs

 King of the road
This is a brilliant running 
companion. Wait for GPS 
signal, hit start and it’ll 
go with you every step 
of the way. Only once did 
we lose satellite signal, but 
it quickly figured this out 
and adjusted the distance.

 Fall on me
You’ll have no trouble 
getting the Fenix 5 to log 
whatever it is you happen 
to be doing. As a sample of 
its modes, you can track 
skiing, triathlon, rowing, 
mountain biking, golf and 
– wait for it – skydiving.

 Right swimming
In swimming mode, the 
water-resistant Fenix 5 
proves its worth by 
tracking strokes with 
brilliant accuracy. As with 
all modes, there are stats 
here that’ll only be truly 
useful to proper athletes. 

 Good advices
During an activity there 
are four screens to scroll 
through, giving clarity 
that’s welcome when 
you’re running or cycling. 
Data including distance, 
time, pace and heart-rate 
zone is all one scroll away. 

While it’ll count your steps, the Fenix 5 wants to go 
hard and fast across every activity you can think of…

Display 1.2in 240x240 Sensors GPS, GLONASS, 
heart rate, barometric altimeter, compass, gyroscope, 
accelerometer, thermometer Connectivity Bluetooth, 
ANT+, Wi-Fi with sapphire editions (£590) 
Battery life Up to 2 weeks Water resistance 10 ATM 
Memory 64MB Dimensions 47x47x15.5mm, 85g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
The champion of multi-sport 
trackers – not least because it 
can track just about anything 

Charge th
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nd 

you’re
 good to

 go fo
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£500, and I’ll
 never g
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Carnival of sports

Tech specs

4 Time after time
With mixed usage (running, a few 
swims, bike rides and workouts 
plus a constant Bluetooth 
connection) we managed 10 days 
on a charge. That’s phenomenal, 
considering it involved heart-rate 
tracking, GPS logging, constant 
counting and notification alerts.

5 Apps and legends
You can view all your stats on 
the watch in surprising detail, but 
getting serious means firing up 
the Garmin Connect app. It can 
feel clunky, but it’s accessible and 
displays everything clearly. Plus 
you can export data to Apple 
Health, Strava and MyFitnessPal.

Stro
ng Bluetooth

 perfo
rm

ance tu
rn

s 

th
is in

to a complete fit
ness tra

cker. 

The Fenix 5 is tough without looking 
ungainly, and carries a real sense 
of premium build quality that’s not 
undermined by a shoddy interface. 
Those physical buttons add to the 

experience, while strong Bluetooth and 
battery performance polish things into a 
complete tracking package that’s also great 
on smartwatch duty. Chris Rowlands 

We tested this 
47mm version, but 

the Fenix 5 also 
comes in 42mm and 

51mm case sizes.



96

ONE 
SAMSUNG GEAR VR

Can’t aff ord an Oculus Rift? 
� e Gear VR already did a 
great job of bringing virtual 
reality to normal folk (those 
without a light-up keyboard 
and £1000 PC), and this new 
version kicks the platform up 
a notch with the addition of 
a wireless, motion-sensing 
controller. Headset-mounted 
controls were always the old 
Gear VR’s weak point.

£119 / samsung.com

TWO
TECH21 
PURE CLEAR CASE

� e Galaxy S8 is a drop-dead 
gorgeous bit of kit, but that 
puts its owners in a bit of a 
quandary: should they cover 
up the phone with a case, or 
risk gravity having its way 
with that glass backside? 
Tech21’s Pure Clear case 
is here to keep the S8 safe 
from scratches and 2m drops 
without masking its looks.

£30 / tech21.com

THREE
SAMSUNG 
CONVERTIBLE 
WIRELESS CHARGER

� e S8 and S8+ both come 
with high-speed wireless 
charging tech – but the 
only way to enjoy it is to 
stump up for Samsung’s 
own charging plate. It also 
functions as a stand, so you 
can still view your phone’s 
screen while it’s getting the 
top-up treatment.

£69 / samsung.com

FIRST GET 

THESE…
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2 SEARCH YOUR PHONE

By the time you’ve fi lled your 
handset with apps and games, 
it can be tricky to remember 
where you left them all. � e 
search bar built into the app 
drawer can help you out, though. 
Just swipe down anywhere 
on screen, then tap on ‘Search 
phone’ at the top of the screen. 
� is will rifl e through any 
installed apps, as well as 
calendar appointments, SMS 
messages and Settings pages. 

5 STOP YOUR SCREEN 
FALLING ASLEEP

� e S8’s AMOLED screen only 
uses juice to power the pixels 
that are lit up – not the whole 
panel. � at’s why you should 
enable the always-on display: 
it’ll barely drain any battery, but 
will save you from constantly 
turning the screen on just to 
check the time and notifi cations. 
Simply head to Settings > Lock 
Screen & Security and tap 
Always On Display. 

1 REARRANGE THE 
ON-SCREEN BUTTONS

Switched from another Android? 
Ever so slightly annoyed that 
Samsung insists on putting the 
on-screen ‘back’ and ‘recents’ 
keys the wrong way round? 
Don’t worry, you can now fl ip 
them back to the way you 
remember. Just head into 
Settings, tap Display and then 
tap Navigation Bar. You can 
also adjust the sensitivity of 
the digital home button here. 

4 PERFECT YOUR 
EDGE PANELS

Remember when you had to 
pay extra for a Galaxy Edge? 
Now those lustrous curves 
come as standard, so make use 
of them by setting up a few 
Edge Panels. � ere are plenty 
of these handy shortcuts to 
choose from, including app 
icons, contacts and weather 
updates. Go to Settings > 
Display > Edge Screen and 
tap on Edge Panels. 

3 SLEEP BETTER WITH 
THE BLUE LIGHT FILTER

Can’t sleep at night? Don’t 
blame politics, North Korea 
and all that jazz – it’s probably 
your phone’s unnaturally blue 
glow that’s befuddling your 
brain. But Samsung’s got 
an easy fi x, in the form of 
a blue light fi lter. You can turn 
this on manually by going to 
Display > Blue Light Filter in the 
Settings app. Or, even better, 
you can set it to a schedule. 

6 MULTITASK LIKE A PRO

� e S8’s 18.5:9 aspect ratio 
comes in handy for pinning part 
of one app to the top of your 
screen while you work on 
another below. Say you’re 
watching a YouTube clip – tap 
the ‘recents’ on-screen key and 
then tap the square icon that 
appears next to the X. � is lets 
you drag active boxes around 
a portion of the screen, so your 
video plays on while you’re 
using Instagram underneath. 

NOW
 DO 

THIS… NOW
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CAMERA FV-5
The stock camera 
app is fine, but with 
adjustments for 
shutter speed, 
exposure, ISO, 
focus and more, 
Camera FV-5 is like 
cramming a DSLR 
into your pocket.
£2.49

SWIFTKEY 
KEYBOARD
Along with great 
predictive typing, 
this awesome 
keyboard lets 
you swipe your 
fingers across 
the keys with 
unerring accuracy.
£free

POCKET 
CASTS
Into podcasts 
and need a decent 
player? This is 
the best around. 
It offers smart 
suggestions, and 
makes it easy to 
sync and manage 
your favourites.
£2.49
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 FREE Razer Nabu X smart band
 EXCLUSIVE subscriber edition
 SAVE 33% on the cover price
 Just £19.99 every 6 issues by Direct Debit 
 FREE delivery direct to your door

 All the above plus the iPad/iPhone edition
 Just £2.50 extra to include digital access
 SAVE 53% on the cover price
 ACCESS anywhere, everywhere

OPTION 1
£19.99

OPTION 2
£22.49

FREE RAZER NABU 
X SMART BAND
When you subscribe to Stuff  magazine
PLUS Save up to 53% on the cover price
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 Get alerts 
through vibrations 

and custom colour LEDs 
 Track calories burnt, hours 

slept, active minutes and more
 Shake hands to exchange 
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 Water resistant, 
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here was once a game 
called WipEout. It screamed 
into our homes in 1995 

as a launch title for the original 
PlayStation, assaulting our senses 
with its ridiculously fast-paced 
gameplay and techno soundtrack, 
and proved so popular that it 
spawned eight sequels.

The last two of these, WipEout 
HD and WipEout 2048, arrived in 
2008 and 2012 respectively, but 
there the story ended… or at least, 
we thought it did. Sony has now 
bundled up those two titles, plus 

WipEout HD’s Fury DLC, and 
remastered them for the PS4 
and PS4 Pro. So can the Omega 
Collection bring back the glory days 
of zero-gravity racing? 

For the uninitiated, the WipEout 
games are futuristic arcade racers 
that see you whizzing through 
cityscapes in anti-gravity racers, 
shooting opponents with a variety 
of power-ups. Acceleration is on 
the cross button, while the triggers 
control air brakes; you grab power-
ups by flying over them, and that’s 
pretty much the basics covered. It’s 

not easy, however. Even in the first 
sections of the campaigns you’ll 
have to replay races to pass them, 
and if you want to get the elite pass 
or gold medal you’ll really have your 
skills tested.

Part of this is down to the 
combat, and the sheer aggression 
of the enemy ships. The regularity 
with which you get pummeled with 
all manner of attacks is going to be 
alarming to newcomers. 

It can get very frustrating, and 
this is not the kind of racing game 
that ever lets you get too far ahead 

of your opponents. But it looks 
great, and still plays as well as you 
remember – just a bit harder than 
many will be used to in 2017.

Even though there isn’t really 
any new content, this is a huge 
collection of enjoyable racing 
moments with great multiplayer 
and split-screen options. With 
any luck this will get WipEout to 
a whole new fanbase who, like us, 
will now be clamouring for a new, 
from-the-ground-up PS4 title. 
Make it happen, Sony.
Adam Cook

STUFF SAYS A visually arresting collection to wow a whole new WipEout audience ★★★★�

WipEout 
Omega Collection
Techno-future spaceship racing returns to your PS4 – but are there enough thrills in 
this box set of revamped speed-feasts to make us hungry for an all-new instalment?

PS4 / stuff.tv/WipEout

T
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There are small differences 
in how the campaigns play 
out across the two titles in 
the set, but you still get to 
experience the variety of 
modes on offer across both. 
Starting out simply enough, 
you have to win a few races 
before power-ups are 
introduced. Then you get 
to have a go at time trials 
(standard) and speed laps… 
and then zone mode.

This is where the best of 
WipEout is on offer. In zone 
mode, acceleration control 
is taken from you and you 
just have to steer your way 
through safely as the laps get 
more and more frantic. The 
first time you play this mode 
is usually early on, when 
you’re just used to the lowest 
speed class, so it serves as 
an early indication of just 
how fast these games can 
be. You’re likely to be bouncing 
off the walls before you get 
close to a decent score.

In many ways WipEout was 
before its time here – it’s all 
about getting in sync with 
the music and clicking with 
the twists and turns, making 
it almost akin to modern 
rhythm games such as 
Thumper. Zone mode is 
the quintessential WipEout 
experience, and looks just 
as impressive today as it did 
back then.

Highway to the 
danger zone

Feeling cocky? You can 
easily slip from first to 

eighth in a nanosecond.

WipEout’s futurescapes 
are colourful, sharp and 

smoothly rendered.
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ike anime and Hornby train 
sets, fighting games are 
a niche of nerdery that is 

impenetrable to outsiders. 
Rather than take on the likes 

of Street Fighter V, Tekken 7 and 
Injustice 2 in a straight-up face-off, 
the Switch’s Arms aims to do 
something completely different. 
Each of its combatants is blessed 
with a pair of extendable fists that 
you pummel away with via your 
own two paws. So when you throw 
a curved right-hander, the Joy-
Cons pick up this movement and 

translate it on screen in fantastical 
form to land a hefty blow. 

Since motion controls naturally 
lose you something in the way of 
finesse, especially when it comes 
to movement, Arms’ mechanics 
are deliberately simple. Each 
character can punch, grab and 
block their opponents, and that’s 
the case whether they’re wearing 
a giant wrecking ball or a confetti 
blaster for a weapon. Until UFC 
gets really extreme, this is the 
closest you’ll get to strapping 
a rocket launcher across your 

knuckles. And yes, the experience 
is just as riotous as it sounds. 

While Arms doesn’t have an 
equalising force as all-conquering 
as Mario Kart’s Blue Shell, it does 
its best to test your reflexes with 
a never-ending parade of shifting 
scenery and power-ups. Even with 
half a health bar’s lead over your 
arch nemesis, you can’t afford to 
get too triumphalist.

Strip away the motion controls 
and Arms is a fun but forgettable 
affair. With a pair of Joy-Cons 
clasped in your hands, though, 

it’s a different game entirely, 
becoming one of the most 
immersive fighters we’ve ever 
played and a great big sugar rush 
of cartoonish combat. There’s no 
topping the experience of watching 
your opponent flail away in person 
as you jab, swipe and smash your 
way to a satisfying victory.

Even it does lack a bit in the way 
of polish and content, Arms still has 
more than enough charm to rank 
as one of our favourite games for 
Nintendo’s new console.
Rob Leedham 

STUFF SAYS Arms ain’t perfect, but motion controls make it a blast in multiplayer ★★★★�

Arms
An all-new fighter for the Switch sees you unleash your inner Anthony Joshua 
by smacking your friends about with the motion-sensing Joy-Con controllers

Switch / stuff.tv/Arms

L
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While Arms’ mechanics allow 
for a surprising amount of 
depth and nuance, the same 
can’t be said for its roster of 
spring-loaded fighters. 

As with Splatoon’s Inklings, 
the vibrant likes of Spring Man, 
Master Mummy and Helix are 
meant to take their own places 
up among that pantheon of 
greats. That’s a big ask for any 
game… and Arms isn’t quite 
up to the challenge. Just think 
of the stuff that elevated 
Overwatch from ‘fun online 
shooter’ to ‘cultural behemoth’: 
the whip-smart voice acting, 
the hilarious emotes and the 
neat little touches that littered 
its many maps.

Arms doesn’t share the 
same attention to detail, and 
this is most obvious in its 
arenas. Ribbon Girl’s Ribbon 
Ring is a generic dancefloor, 
the cars that litter Twintelle’s 
Cinema Deux don’t explode no 
matter how hard you pummel 
them, and Min Min’s scrapyard 
just feels like a dustbowl. So 
while you’ll have fun bouncing 
around on the trampoline in 
the middle of the Mausoleum, 
you don’t get the same thrill 
with every face-off.

Nintendo is promising new 
fighters, arms and stages as 
free DLC, but the game could 
have done with more of them 
at launch to keep you itching 
for just one more go.

This heavy hitter’s
a bit lightweight

Test your mettle against 
foes online via the slick 
matchmaking function.

If you have a spare pair of 
Joy-Cons, local multiplayer 

is the best way to play.
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C’s comic creations 
regularly end up in second 
place behind Marvel at 

the cinema box office – but when 
it comes to games, Batman and 
his superpowered squad-mates 
annihilate the Avengers. 

The 2013 crossover classic 
Injustice: Gods Among Us proved 
as much… and the sequel doesn’t 
just return for more of the same: 
developer NetherRealm has 
learned a lot from the original. 
The result is a comprehensive 
fighter that’ll keep newcomers 
entertained, but adds depth for 
hardcore fans looking to prove 
themselves online.

Injustice 2 is a combo-heavy 
game. The inputs might be simpler 
than Street Fighter’s mess of 
quarter circles and charge motions, 
but you’ll still need to memorise 
them and get your timing down 
to stand a chance. 

What really has the kryptonite 
power here, though, is the story. 
NetherRealm is the absolute 
champ at taking a one-on-one 
fighting game and adapting it 
around a compelling single-player 

story. The Justice League is still 
split, Superman is still in prison, and 
Batman is the one who put him 
there. Sounds dark, right? Well, it’s 
actually nowhere near as sinister 
as the original, even if it stays on 
the serious side of DC’s universe. 
There’s no Guardians of the Galaxy 
silliness here. 

Injustice 2 is overflowing with 
characters from every corner of 
the DC pantheon, including iconic 
heroes such as Wonder Woman 
and Flash as well as lesser-known 
villains like Firestorm and Blue 
Beetle. The roster is even more 
impressive when you factor in 
the stat-boosting customisation. 
That’s right: pull the wrong pair of 
pants over your super-tights and 
you’ll be down on power against 
a better-equipped rival. Level up 
your character and you can use 
more powerful gear. 

All in all, this is the most complete 
fighting game out there. Whether 
you’re into DC’s colourful cast of 
characters or not, NetherRealm 
has created a fantastic fighter 
that’s definitely worth your time.
Tom Morgan

STUFF SAYS An impressive update that’s big on story and bulging with content ★★★★★

Injustice 2
The Batman v Superman film was trash, so NetherRealm has powered 
up its DC brawler to put you in charge of the super-smashin’ stand-off

PS4, Xbox One / stuff.tv/Injustice2

D

Harley Quinn 
can call out 

hyenas at any 
time to give 

your opponent 
a savaging.

You’ll mostly 
play as heroes 

in the story; 
villainy is 

reserved for 
multiplayer.
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We want to know what you think. What you like (or hate) 
about our magazine, our website, and the tech we write 
about. Tell us and you’ll help make your favourite gadget 
magazine and website even favouriter. 

All you have to do is register and answer a few simple 
questions. There’s a quick poll every month, as well as 
discussion threads where you can go into more detail.

And we aren’t the only ones listening. So are the big 
tech companies. This is your chance to let 

them know your thoughts too.

Join the Stuff 
Tech Panel!

Rant. Rave. Opine. Help us make Stuff better.

www.techpanel.co.uk
Brought to you by

Why join?

Tell tech 
companies what 

you think

Exclusive offers 
and competitions

Shape our 
magazine and 

website

Join 
now!
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onsidering how often IS 
make the news, chances 
are you only know one 

thing about them: that they’re 
mass-murdering scumbags. 

Perhaps that’s enough for you; 
but, through a group of citizen 
journalists who were forced to 
flee Syria when IS took over the 
town of Raqqa, City of Ghosts 
tells the story of what it’s like to 
live under their control. 

Forever on the move thanks 
to threats on their lives via social 
media, this young group run 
their operation, dubbed Raqqa 
Is Being Slaughtered Silently, from 
smartphones and laptops in flats 
across Europe. No sooner have 
they settled somewhere – 
Gaziantep in Turkey, for example, 
or Berlin – than the threats catch 

up with them and they have to find 
somewhere new. 

As one of the group says, “a 
camera is more powerful than a 
weapon” – and thanks to friends 
back in Syria who have remained 
undiscovered, some of the footage 
they smuggle out is shockingly 
captivating. Scenes of the Caliphate 
Cubs – kids as young as five who 
chant IS songs and are encouraged 
to practise beheading their stuffed 
toys – will stay with you long after 
the end credits. 

It all makes the scenes of an 
anti-immigrant rally in Germany 
particularly hard to take, but the 
bravery, spirit and hope on display 
make this an essential watch.
Tom Wiggins

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★

C

While many movies love 
to portray the space race 
as a testosterone-fuelled 
affair, women had plenty 
to do with getting those 
helmeted blokes into orbit. 
Hidden Figures reveals the 
true stories of three female 
maths whizzes recruited 
by NASA to get its ailing 
space programme off the 
ground – and does so in 
fine, air-punching fashion.
Chris Rowlands

STUFF SAYS ★★★★

Superhero films might be 
raking in the millions, but 
that doesn’t mean they’re 
not getting stale. Logan 
attempts to slow down the 
rot by finally letting Hugh 
Jackman’s Wolverine off 
his PG chain to slice and 
dice his enemies into bite-
size chunks. This results 
in a gritty and emotional 
tale that is easily the best 
X-Men film to date.
Ryan Jones

STUFF SAYS ★★★★

City of Ghosts_cinema

Hidden Figures
_Blu-ray, DVD, VoD

Logan
_Blu-ray, DVD, VoD

WATCH

WANT 
MORE LIKE 

THIS?

Th p k f h h
films and albums, from Syrian 
revelations to Canadian hugs

Media 
hoard
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There’s a song on this 
called Skyline that’s really 
quite gorgeous. And then 
there are 11 other songs 
that aren’t. Still, while 
Hug of Thunder is an easy 
album to get distracted 
from – and the whole idea 
of a Canadian post-indie-
rock ‘collective’ gets less 
appealing by the year – it’s 
a decent blast of thumping 
anthemic power that will 
reassure long-time fans 
that BSS are not in any 

danger of going Arcade 
Fire-shaped. 

This first record in 
seven years is a punchily 
produced epic with several 
songs that are at least a 
minute too long, but it does 
have some fine moments. 
And to be honest, Skyline 
plus 58 minutes of fart 
noises would still have 
been worth four stars. 
Richard Purvis

STUFF SAYS ★★★★

 Precinct Seven Five_Netflix

 Tickled_Amazon Prime

 Death of a Gentleman_Netflix
Animal Collective albums, 
whether band or solo, are 
never straightforward 
things, and Avey Tare’s 
latest is no exception. 
Gently strummed acoustic 
guitars underpin electronic 
burblings as tracks wander 
around with no particular 
destination in mind. Nice in 
the right time and place, but 
it’s not one to soundtrack 
the washing up. 
Marc McLaren

STUFF SAYS ★★★

It was always going to 
be hard for PSB to follow 
up the epic The Race for 
Space album. They’ve 
mixed things up here by 
introducing guest vocalists 
for the first time, and 
largely it works; but the 
story being told – that 
of the rise and decline of 
mining in Wales – lacks a 
little excitement. 
Tom Parsons

STUFF SAYS ★★★★

STREAM LISTEN

Hug of Thunder
_Broken Social Scene

Eucalyptus 
_Avey Tare

Every Valley
_Public Service 
Broadcasting

Elstree 1976_Now TV

We all know what 
happened to Harrison 
Ford after he shot Star 
Wars, but what about 
the guy who played that 
Stormtrooper who hit his 
head on the door frame 
at the start of a A New 
Hope? What’s intergalactic 
bounty hunter Boba Fett 
up to now? And how does
the chap underneath 
the Greedo mask spend 
his time these days? 

While it never claims to 
be a definitive portrait of 

the making of George 
Lucas’s series of sci-fi 
blockbusters, Elstree 1976 
gives a voice to some of 
the bit-part players left 
behind in the wake of 
one of cinema’s biggest 
success stories.

What happens when a police officer in 1980s New York 
realises he can use his badge to get away with, well, pretty 
much anything? Watch Precinct Seven Five and find out.

This unlikely story about the world of competitive tickling 
starts off strange and quickly takes a turn for the disturbing. 
You’ll never look at an armpit the same way again.

Cricket’s murky corridors of power are thoroughly 
exposed in this doc about the steady decline of the 
game in its purest form: the Test match.

OTHER 
TOP 

DOCS
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HOT 
BUY1

OnePlus 5
from £449 / oneplus.net 

It isn’t quite as budget-friendly 
as its predecessors… but with an 
AMOLED screen, dual-lens camera 
and super-speedy processor, 
OnePlus is now offering proper 
flagship features for at least 
£100 less than any of its rivals. 
A different kind of bargain.

Apple iPhone 7 Plus
£719 / apple.com 

The camera upgrade makes the 
7 Plus a no-brainer for iOS-loving 
photographers. Waterproofing 
is a welcome touch, and it’s a 
performance powerhouse when 
it comes to gaming. Add the bigger 
battery and you’ve got a clear 
winner over the basic iPhone 7.

HTC U11
★★★★★ £600 / htc.com
This glass-backed beauty aims to please with 
a squeeze – and it takes a mean photo too.

LG G6
★★★★★ £650 / lg.com
One of the most visually unique phones out there, 
and it holds its own against strong competition.

Huawei P10 Plus
★★★★★ £680 / huawei.com
A true flagship phone that gives you plenty of power, 
a great screen and one of the best cameras going.

Apple iPhone 7
★★★★★ from £579 / apple.com
Forget the headphone furore; the iPhone 7 is a slick 
update packed with worthwhile new features. 

Honor 8 Pro
★★★★★ from £474 / hihonor.com
Looking at the OnePlus, but you’d prefer a slightly 
bigger screen? Honor’s phablet is a fine alternative.

Google Pixel
★★★★  from £599 / madeby.google.com
Not the slam dunk we’d hoped for, but Google’s Pixel 
still delivers some standout features. 

Wileyfox Swift 2 X
★★★★  £219 / wileyfox.com
A 1080p display, a bigger battery and a still-appealing 
price make this the Wileyfox to go for.

 P
ric

es
 q

uo
te

d 
ar

e 
fo

r h
an

ds
et

 o
nl

y 
un

le
ss

 o
th

er
w

is
e 

st
at

ed

2 3 4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOP TENS    SMARTPHONES

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW PHONES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SMARTPHONES

Samsung Galaxy S8
£689 / samsung.com

You don’t need us to tell you that the Galaxy S8 
is a bezel-less thing of wonder. Just look at it: 
glorious! And beneath that gorgeous facade 
lies an equally sumptuous blend of power and 
performance. With enough oomph to run any 
app you please, and a point-and-shoot camera 
to rival both the iPhone 7 Plus and the Google 
Pixel, this really is an astoundingly good 
comeback after Samsung’s Note 7 woes. 
We’d have accepted nothing less.

 NOW ADD THIS  DeX Station 
Hook up a monitor, keyboard and 
mouse to this puck-sized device 
for an almost complete computer 
experience via your Galaxy S8. 
£130 / samsung.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
It’s beautiful… and it’s hands-down the 
best phone you can buy right now

Stuff says ★★★★★
The ultimate iPhone when it comes 
to camera, screen and battery

Stuff says ★★★★★
A more refined phone from OnePlus 
at a price that’s still pretty amazing

110

Holler “Hey Bixby!” at 
your S8 and its voice 
assistant can dictate 
texts, suggest pubs 
and much more. 

You can customise 
the S8’s screen-
edge feeds for the 
weather, news and 
other notifications.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Hold down the S8’s 
‘recents’ key and tap 
the multi-window 
button to open two 
apps at once.

NEW

BARGAIN 
BUY

HOT 
BUY



NEW BARGAIN 
BUY

NEW NEW

Sennheiser CX 5.00
★★★★★ £63 / sennheiser.com
The budget earphones to buy if you like your 
sound with a real sense of scale.

AKG Y50BT
★★★★★ £116 / akg.com
Proof that good wireless sound doesn’t have 
to cost you a fortune. 

AKG K323XSI
★★★★★ £37 / akg.com
These buds have bags of detail, good for 
articulating every scrape and cough. 

Sennheiser Momentum 2.0
★★★★★ £211 / sennheiser.com
Pricey but far from daylight robbery; the 
Momentum 2.0s will have you smitten.

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

TOP TENS   EARPHONES        HEADPHONES   TOP TENS

FOR THE FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST HEADPHONES, VISIT & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HEADPHONES

1
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Stuff says ★★★★★
Great wireless buds that offer all-day listening

Stuff says ★★★★★
A stunning set of noise-cancelling headphones

Stuff says ★★★★★
Superb fitness-savvy wireless in-ears

Stuff says ★★★★★
B&W hits the high marks we’ve come to expect

SoundMagic E10BT
£67 / soundmagicheadphones.com
You’ll struggle to find better sound from 
a pair of wireless buds at this bargain price. 
They have the classic E10 slight bass boost, 
paired with clean treble and slightly recessed 
but detailed mids. 

Sony MDR-1000X 
£310 / sony.co.uk
These cans are superb on both sound quality 
and noise-killing efficacy. Factor in the 
elegant, thoughtful design and you’ve got 
a serious contender for the best wireless 
noise-cancellers on the market.

Jabra Elite Sport
£216 / jabra.co.uk
Jabra knows how to do wireless in-ears. With 
a solid connection, great sound quality and 
a compact charging case, the Elite Sports 
get a lot right. Add in the exercise tracking 
and they might even get you a bit fitter. 

Bowers & Wilkins P7 Wireless 
£319 / bowers-wilkins.co.uk
B&W has built a pair of Bluetooth 
headphones that have stunning sound 
quality, elegant looks, premium comfort 
and slick, user-friendly controls. Quality 
like this doesn’t come cheap, though. 

HOT 
BUY

HOT 
BUY1

Beyerdynamic Byron
£45 / beyerdynamic.com

These in-ears aren’t like some of Beyerdynamic’s super-accurate 
studio headphones – they’re for everyday use by everyday 
folk – but they do come with a shot of the German maker’s 
special sonic sauce. That means they’re the truest-sounding 
earphones on this list, with great mid-range detail that outdoes 
our old favourites the SoundMagic E10s. The Byrons have a 
sound we defy you not to like, and are the kind of in-ears you 
can happily wear all day.

Urbanista Seattle Wireless
£89 / urbanista.com

Urbanista makes affordable headphones that sell in the kind of 
high-street shops where you won’t usually find hardcore hi-fi 
nerds – so it’s a real surprise that the Seattles are some of the 
best-sounding affordable wireless cans around. They have a far 
more expansive and involving soundstage than most sub-£100 
pairs – they’re full and rich-sounding, with the sort of tasteful 
bass drive that will please the masses without turning off the 
chin-stroking crowd. 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Seriously classy in-ear headphones with the detail
to see off the competition

Stuff says ★★★★★
Bags of style and fantastic sound quality at the right 
price – these Urbanistas are an absolute steal
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Garmin Fenix 5
★★★★★ £500 / garmin.com
A super-powerful sports tracker with a side 
of smartwatch, but overkill for most of us.

Fitbit Alta HR
★★★★  £130 / fitbit.com
A fine all-rounder with excellent autopilot 
tracking, but falls just short of greatness. 

FULL REVIEWS: STUFF.TV/TOP-10/FITNESS-TRACKERS

Garmin Vivoactive HR
£177 / garmin.com

Garmin has a frankly bewildering array of fitness trackers and 
outdoorsy GPS watches, but the Vivoactive HR is the one you 
really want. It’s packed to the gills with long-lasting, easy-to-
use and rewarding fitness cleverness. That means it contains 
the daily step and sleep tracking that you can get in other bands 
costing under a ton, but also the optical heart-rate monitor, 
touchscreen display and smartphone notifications that you’d 
normally pay more for.

Stuff says ★★★★★
Not super-stylish, perhaps, but crammed with sensors, 
sports and stamina

Stuff says ★★★★★
A real gem of a fitness tracker

Stuff says ★★★★★
A stylish smartwatch/tracker hybrid

Moov Now
£50 / moov.cc
Since it’s cheaper than the Fitbit Flex 2 and 
basically does the same stuff, the Moov Now 
is more worthy of a top-five slot. Thanks to 
its guided workouts with voice coaching, it 
also does a better job of getting you in shape.

Withings Steel HR
£170 / withings.com
Sure, it’s actually a smartwatch rather than 
a dedicated fitness tracker, but it has all the 
gubbins you need in a gym buddy. And with 
stylish looks like these, you’ll never want to 
take it off (unless you’re all sweaty).
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 ONE-MINUTE REVIEWS! 
 TECH NEWS!  (BAD) JOKES! 
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www.stuff.tv/news/stuff-gadget-podcast
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WHAT’S HOT IN 

GADGETS 

GOT EARS? 
THEN CHECK OUT THE…



2

1

3

SAVE UP TO 53% BY SUBSCRIBING AND GET STUFF DELIVERED FOR FREE: THEMAGAZINESHOP.COM/STUFF

THE BIG QUESTION    TOP TENS113

THE BIG 
QUESTION

HOW CAN I IMPROVE 
MY GOLF GAME?

FOR A 
COMPACT 

CADDY

SKYCADDIE SW2
£125 / web.skygolf.com
Anyone with a pencil can track 
scores, but it’s diffi  cult to measure 
your real performance level in golf. 
You could bring a friend along to 
off er advice, but they’re only going 
to distract you while you’re lining 
up that killer putt. What you need 
is a wrist-strapper with an expert 
golfi ng brain.

It’s just an entry-level golf 
watch, but the SkyCaddie SW2 
has enough features to help you 
chip away at your handicap and 
save time on the course. 

GPS tracking means you can 
measure not only the distance 
from tee to green, but also how 
far up the fairway you’ve hit that 
seagull-scaring drive. And it also 
pairs with the SkyCaddie mobile 
app (iOS and Android) to give 
you expanded views of the 

£140 / zepp.com
� is small fl uorescent sensor 
attaches to your glove, giving you 
readouts of all kinds of swing data. 
Pair it with the Zepp app and you’ll 
get your hand speed, swing speed, 
back swing position, hip rotation 
and swing plane – all represented 
in a glorious 3D representation of 
your technique.

� e app also analyses your 
swing, giving you tips on how you 
can improve it. And a new Course 
Mode handily lets you analyse 
on-course statistics from round 
to round, so you can see just how 
consistent (or inconsistent) you 
really are.

£229 / piq.com
� e PIQ Robot combines the shot 
tracking and swing analysis of the 
Zepp with GPS rangefi nding. It’s 
a glove-mountable unit, complete 
with an LED display, which 
helpfully weighs less than 10g 
and tells you your distance to 
the green. It also analyses your 
swing data, including tempo, 
swing speed and club head 
speed. � ink of it as a personal 
electronic caddy.

course on your Bluetooth-synced 
smartphone screen.

Of course, the main benefi t 
of a watch is that you don’t have 
to faff  around with that phone, 
so its automatic detection of pin 
distances is particularly handy. It’ll 
even act as a basic fi tness tracker 
too, counting your distance, speed 
and calories burned to help you 
justify that trip to the 19th hole. 

FOR
TRACKING
TARGETS

FOR
SWING 
STATS

With 35,000 courses loaded on 
the watch, there should be one 
within driving distance of your 
home. Auto-detection means 
you don’t have to go searching 
through the whole list, so you 
can spend more time on the 
course (or in the undergrowth). 

With professional training 
programmes and video tips from 
PGA players, Zepp’s Smart Coach 
system aims to up your game until 
you’re rubbing shoulders with the 
elite. Maybe one day you’ll be in 
one of those videos. 

SPECIAL SKILL 
GOLF COURSE EXPERT

SPECIAL SKILL
SMART COACH

ZEPP GOLF 2

PIQ ROBOT

THE APP 
OPTIONS

V1 Golf
With this 

app’s databank 
of videos showing 
swings from a host 
of pros including 
Rory M himself, 
you can record 
your own stance 
and swing then 
compare with the 
best. Copying them 
is the hard part. 
from £free / 
Android, iOS

Hole19
With over 

40,000 courses’ 
layouts in its 
database, this 
app uses your GPS 
to tell you how far 
you are from the 
pin. The digital 
scorecard also 
means you don’t 
need to carry 
around the archaic 
paper and pencil. 
£free / 
Android, iOS

Visulax Golf
Sport is all 

about psychology 
– that’s what they 
say when Rooney 
misses a sitter. This 
app helps you relax 
by giving you golf 
tips in a soothing 
voice, so you can 
keep your focus 
and stop those 
pigeons putting 
you off your game.
£2.99 / iOS
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LG OLED55C7V
£2999 / lg.com

The LG E7’s time on our list was 
short-lived, but for good reason: 
while the E7 has a bigger screen 
and better audio, the C7 is £2K 
cheaper yet still offers the same 
picture quality. And if you’re going 
to use a soundbar anyway, then 
there’s no reason to snub the C7. 

Sony KD-49XE9005
£1499 / sony.co.uk

This Sony might lack the trendy 
OLED powers found in most of 
2017’s top-end TVs, but it still 
offers one of the best pictures 
around. That’s thanks to 4K HDR 
skills that make big movies even 
more astounding. For the money, 
you won’t find a better TV. 

Samsung QE49Q7F
★★★★★ £1999 / samsung.com
The Q7F proves that QLED is more than just 
marketing for old telly technology. 

LG 49UH668V
★★★★★ £470 / lg.com
A 4K HDR TV for less than £500? Sounds too 
good to be true, but this LG is a genuine bargain.

LG OLED65W7
★★★★★ £7999 / lg.com
The new benchmark in TV design and picture 
quality, but ridiculously pricey. 

LG OLED55C6V
★★★★★ £1499 / lg.com
Packed full of tech, with jaw-dropping 
performance to send you into TV reverie. 

Samsung UE55KS9000
★★★★★ £1199 / samsung.com
Stunning performance for the money, proving 
there’s plenty of life in LCD yet.

Sony 55XD9305
★★★★★ £1099 / sony.co.uk
This Sony ticks every box for a thoroughly 
modern 4K HDR TV.

Panasonic TX-40DX700B
★★★★  £469 / panasonic.com
A good option if you’re looking for a more 
compact 4K telly, but the HDR isn’t great. 

2 3 4
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TOP TENS    TVs
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SONY KD-55A1
£3499 / sony.co.uk

LG has been sitting pretty on top of our TV 
chart for yonks now – its decision to go OLED 
has proved a mighty successful one. But LG’s 
dominance is finally over, as Sony blasts away 
the competition with its very first attempt at 
an OLED telly. With an outstanding picture and 
design, packaged with a clever speaker system 
that vibrates the whole screen, the A1 comes 
out on top in almost every single category. This 
is the TV to beat in 2017. 

1

 NOW ADD THIS  Sky Q 
Once you’ve got a 4K TV, you’ll want 
access to the best 4K content. Sky Q 
is a good bet for watching and recording 
all your favourite shows and films.
from £15 + £22/month / sky.com 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Sony’s first crack at OLED turns out to 
be the greatest TV we’ve ever seen

Stuff says ★★★★★
One of the best TVs available in the 
not-so-astronomical price bracket

Stuff says ★★★★★
LG’s most affordable 2017 OLED 
came close to topping our list

114
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Don’t like the 
kickstand? Use 
a standard VESA 
mount to get it on 
your wall instead.

There are a few 
modes to tinker 
with – try using the 
THX app to tweak 
your settings. 

TIPS & 
TRICKS

We suggest turning 
off the Light Sensor, 
as it can adversely 
affect the contrast 
performance.



YOUR 
STREAMING 
ESSENTIALS

Selma
Fancy an Oscar nomination? Simply 
make a fi lm about a major historical 

moment – say, Martin Luther King’s 
fi ght for equality – and remember to 

hire a super-talented young star (David 
Oyelowo) and director (Ava DuVernay).

Gypsy (S1)
� erapists’ ethical standards aren’t 

very high on television – Hannibal eats 
his patients for a start. While Naomi 
Watts doesn’t go as far as serving 

them up on a plate, she does cross the 
line in this new psychological thriller. 

Trance
We often forget where we’ve put our 
wallets, and so can sympathise with 

James McAvoy when he forgets where 
he hid a priceless painting during an 

attempted robbery in this Danny Boyle 
thriller. Back of the sofa?

American Sniper 
American propaganda or a great look 
into the psyche of a war hero? � at’s 

for you to decide. What we can say 
is that it’s based on the real story of 
Chris Kyle, the deadliest marksman 

in US military history. 

Into the Badlands (S2)
Don’t expect too many laughs in this 
show – it’s set in a post-apocalyptic 

world rife with slavery and 
prostitution. � e only solace? Society 
has fi nally shunned guns. But swords 
and axes keep the death count high.

Westworld
Still having withdrawal symptoms from 
the Westworld TV series? Why not get 
freaked out by Yul Brynner’s dead eyes 

in the classic movie that inspired the 
show? Maybe not if you’re about to go 

to Disneyland, though…

Ray Donovan (S5)
We all know that the rich and powerful 

get away with a lot more than us 
common folk. But how exactly do 

they make their problems disappear? 
� ey call Ray Donovan. We need him 

on speed-dial.

Game of Thrones (S7)
When winter comes to the UK, we just 

get rubbish weather and constant 
Christmas adverts. But winter in 

Westeros means epic dragon battles, 
back-stabbing plots and a war for the 

Iron � rone. Sounds like much more fun.

The Last Ship (S4)
Michael Bay has clearly calmed down 

since Transformers, as he captains this 
action drama as executive producer. 

Well, there’s nothing over the top 
about global pandemics and 

humanity-saving battleships, right? 

NETFLIX AMAZON 
VIDEO NOW TV

While dragons and queens will 
keep many of us occupied this 
month, there’s plenty more for 
GoT-dodgers who prefer their 
drama a little less fantastical

NEW TO STREAMING    TOP TENS115
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Dell XPS 13 (2016)
from £1149 / dell.co.uk

The original XPS 13 was already 
a great lightweight laptop, then 
Dell gave it a Windows 10 refresh. 
With improved battery life and 
performance, it’s the thinking 
person’s Ultrabook and a whole 
lot more. What’s more, it’s way 
cheaper than the 2-in-1 version.

Asus ZenBook UX310UA
from £600 / asus.com

Asus has hit that price sweet spot, 
undercutting the competition and 
making potential MacBook Air 
buyers think twice before hitching 
their wagon to Apple and macOS. 
There’s little else out there that’s 
better without spending a whole 
lot more money.

Apple MacBook
★★★★★ from £1249 / apple.com
Aside from an extra hour’s battery life, the current 
MacBook isn’t that different to the previous one. 

HP Spectre 13
★★★★  from £1399 / hp.com
One of the world’s thinnest laptops – but this 
machine still has serious power to spare.

Razer Blade Stealth
★★★★  from £1549 / razerzone.com
This jet black slab of laptop loveliness is 
purpose-built for on-the-go gamers.

Dell XPS 13 2-in-1
★★★★  from £1299 / dell.co.uk
Our favourite Ultrabook gets a hybrid hinge… but 
this isn’t as good a deal as the standard laptop.

Microsoft Surface Book
★★★★  from £1299 / microsoftstore.com
Shorn of its initial bugs, the Surface Book is 
a lustrous Windows hybrid with luxe appeal. 

Apple MacBook Pro 15in with Touch Bar
★★★★  from £2349 / apple.com
A flawed masterpiece, but one that’s packed 
with power and is fantastic to use.

TOP TENS    LAPTOPS
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Apple MacBook Pro
from £1399 (13in) / apple.com

It can be easy to focus on what this entry-level 
version of the MacBook Pro doesn’t have: it’s 
missing the new Touch Bar for a start, and is 
down on ports and power compared to the next 
model up. But it’s also £300 cheaper, and has 
the same diminutive form and truly gorgeous 
screen. It also has the brilliant second-gen 
butterfly keyboard. In fact, you’re better off 
sparing your wallet and forgetting about the 
Touch Bar. It’s just not worth the extra cash.

1

 NOW ADD THIS 
Satechi Type-C USB 3 Hub 
Two ports not enough? This hub adds 
loads more and sits snugly against 
the MacBook Pro’s side.
£31 / satechi.net

Stuff says ★★★★★
The standard 13in Pro is beautiful, 
compact and a pleasure to work on

Stuff says ★★★★★
MacBook styling, but not 
for MacBook money

Stuff says ★★★★★
An excellent Windows 10 Ultrabook, 
small in size and great in stature

116

Who needs a Touch 
Bar? You can log into 
your Mac with your 
iPhone’s Touch ID 
using the MacID app. 

The universal 
clipboard lets you 
copy text on your 
iPhone and paste it 
directly to your Mac.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Lenovo Yoga Book (Android)
★★★★  from £350 / lenovo.com
A gorgeous hybrid packed with ideas, including 
a keyboard that doubles as a drawing pad. 

BARGAIN 
BUY
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TRADE IN

tradeup
Upgrade to the latest products with our techology trade-up promotion and save up to £600!
How it works. Simply take the CD player, amplifier, speakers,AV receiver or wireless speaker you want to trade-in to

your nearest Sevenoaks store and purchase a qualifying product from NAD,Bluesound or PSB.
To see all our technology trade-up offers visit www.ssav.com

TRADE-IN
& SAVE

CD PLAYER

AMPLIFIER

SPEAKERS

WIRELESS
SPEAKER

AV RECEIVER

NAD
C 368

AMPLIFIER/DAC

PSB
IMAGINE MINI

SPEAKERS

NAD
T 758 V3

AV RECEIVER

BUT WOULD PREFER THIS?

£399
Save £100
Price includes trade-in discount

BLUESOUND
NODE 2

HI-RESWIRELESS
MUSIC STREAMER

6YEAR
WARRANTY

6YEAR
WARRANTY

6YEAR
WARRANTY

£649
Save £150
Price includes trade-in discount

£399
Save £200
Price includes trade-in discount

£1099
Save £200
Price includes trade-in discount

£399
Save £100
Price includes trade-in discount

6YEAR
WARRANTY

BluOS requires optional
MDC module

BLUESOUND
PULSE MINI

HI-RESWIRELESS
MUSIC STREAMER

6YEAR
WARRANTY

with our technology trade-up promotion

Gloss Black Finish

HAVE THIS?

Trade in
anyCDPlayer
& Saveup to

£200

Trade in
anyAmplifier
& Saveup to

£500

Trade in
any Speakers
& Saveup to

£600

Trade in
anyAVReceiver
& Saveup to

£500

Trade in
anyWireless
Speaker

& Saveup to

£100
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Canton DM55
★★★★★ £279 / weybridge-audio.co.uk
This soundbase is as practical as they come 
for those with modest-sized living rooms.

Naim Mu-so Qb
★★★★★ £649 / naimaudio.com
Complements its big brother’s more refined 
character with a confident presentation. 

Amazon Fire TV Stick
★★★★★ £40 / amazon.co.uk
Alexa makes watching television even easier 
now she’s living inside your remote.

Google Chromecast Audio
★★★★★ £25 / google.com/chromecast
Stream Spotify to your old hi-fi with this 
smart and highly affordable dongle.

TOP TENS    HOME CINEMA                        HI-FI   TOP TENS

FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HOME-CINEMA & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HI-FI-STREAMING

Sky Q
from £20 + £22/month / sky.com

Sky Q works flawlessly and could change the way you watch 
TV – especially now 4K’s arrived. With Sky Movies’ huge range 
of films and Sky Sports’ frequent doses of football and F1 now all 
in stunning Ultra HD, there’s something for everyone to treat their 
eyes with. And 2TB of storage means you can record 350 hours’ 
worth of entertainment, so you’re unlikely to be sweating over 
which show needs deleting. Factor in its multiroom skills, and 
Sky Q is undoubtedly the best TV experience you can get.

Sonos multiroom system
from £199 / sonos.com

If you want to pretend your favourite band are playing in your 
living room, there’s no better option than a Sonos wireless 
speaker. They look great, work with your smartphone and, most 
importantly, boom out your tunes with dazzling finesse. And 
best of all? They can all link up so they blare out your music in 
harmoney throughout your house. There’s a range of options 
available too, from the compact Play:1 (£199) to the flagship 
Play:5 (£499) and new TV-friendly Playbase (£699). 

1 1

Stuff says ★★★★★
You’ll have to cough up for a subscription, but this is the 
best box for watching both live and recorded shows 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Infinite music in every room without the need for 
custom installers? Sign us up!

Stuff says ★★★★★
A whole lot of under-telly hi-fi for the money

Stuff says ★★★★★
A wireless speaker with a hi-fi claim

Stuff says ★★★★★
The most complete streaming box available 

Stuff says ★★★★★
A wireless speaker for real sound-hounds

Q Acoustics Media 4
£259 / qacoustics.co.uk 
This soundbar has won awards two years in 
a row from our friends at What Hi-Fi? The 
Media 4 combines subtle detail with precise 
surround effects to be the best-sounding 
and best-value soundbar you can buy.

Naim Mu-so
£995 / naimaudio.com
How much for a wireless speaker?! Well, 
yes, but what a wireless speaker it is. 
Naim has ploughed all of its high-end hi-fi 
experience into delivering a beautifully made, 
great-sounding device. 

Amazon Fire TV 4K
£80 / amazon.co.uk
It’s slipped down our rankings for the simple 
reason that many modern televisions can 
now stream their own 4K, but this is still 
the best option for Ultra HD Netflix if your 
TV lacks the smarts.

Riva S
£199 / rivaaudio.co.uk
With six drivers pumping out music with 
a tonal fidelity unrivalled by similar-priced 
speakers, this Riva is a steal for sound nerds. 
The 13-hour battery life and USB port on the 
back also mean it’s a great travel companion.



HOW TO BUY    TOP TENS119

SAVE UP TO 53% BY SUBSCRIBING AND GET STUFF DELIVERED FOR FREE: THEMAGAZINESHOP.COM/STUFF

Pet project
If you’re after a 

full-on home cinema 
experience you’ll 
want a projector over 
a TV – a 100in picture 
will put any telly to 
shame. Just bear in 
mind it’ll be pricey, 
especially since 
the lamp will need 
replacing from time 
to time. Go for Sony’s 
VPL-VW550ES and 
you get a 4K and HDR 
display. It’ll set you 
back 10 grand, but 
you will get to avoid 
the noisy teens at 
the cinema.

 Get this: 
Sony VPL-VW550ES
£9899 / sony.co.uk

Screen time
Projectors 

might offer the most 
cinematic experience, 
but their need for 
total darkness is 
a pain. If you’d rather 
have the convenience 
of a normal telly, LG’s 
4K Signature OLED 
‘Wallpaper’ TV is 
so thin you can fool 
yourself into thinking 
it’s just a projected 
image on the wall. 
At 65in, the LG’s 
display is smaller 
than a projector’s, but 
you are guaranteed 
a gorgeous picture. 

 Get this: 
LG OLED65W7
£7999 / lg.com

You’re 
surrounded!

Picture sorted? Now 
you need to get some 
blockbuster sound. 
You could just buy a 
single soundbar, and 
for that we’d suggest 
the Q Acoustics 
Media 4, but for 3D 
sound like you get 
at the multiplex you’ll 
need a 5.1 setup. Step 
forward the ATC C1 
5.1, which includes 
four stand-mounted 
speakers and a 
bass-booming 
subwoofer. It’s a 
steal at the price.

 Get this: 
ATC C1 5.1 £3594 / 
atcloudspeakers.co.uk

Picture 
picker

So you’ve got the 
setup now, but what 
are you going to 
watch? You could 
just upgrade to the 
higher tiers of Netflix 
(£8.99/month) 
and Amazon Video 
(£5.99/month) for 
4K content, but you 
want an experience 
to rival the multiplex, 
right? Sky Cinema 
offers a new 
premiere every day 
and the best library 
of 4K films about. 

 Get this: 
Sky Q + Sky Cinema
from £20 + 
£40/month / sky.com

Let’s get 
physical

Everyone may be 
streaming these 
days, but for the very
best 4K picture you 
need to be playing 
Ultra HD Blu-rays. 
That means getting 
a suitable player… and 
Oppo’s is a cracker.

 Get this: 
Oppo UDP-203 £649 
/ oppodigital.com

 AN AMPLIFIER
If you’re buying an unpowered 
surround sound system, you’ll 
need a home cinema amp to 
fuel those speakers. We’d go 
for Denon’s AVR-X2300W 
(£349, denon.co.uk). 

 A STREAMER
The Nvidia Shield TV (£190, 
nvidia.co.uk) offers 4K streaming 
from your favourite apps while also 
being able to cast 4K HDR games 
such as Mass Effect Andromeda 
from your PC. 

HOW 
TO BUY A

HOME CINEMA

Everyone deserves a room 
that’s used for nothing but 
movie marathons – it’s an 
expensive investment, but a 
perfect retreat from the family

Subwoofer
The speaker that 

provides the bass for 
that blockbuster audio, 

often using its own 
built-in amp. 

HDR
High dynamic range 

gives your picture 
greater contrast and 

a deeper colour 
palette.

CINEMA PARADISO SPECIAL SOURCES

NOW 
ADD 

THESE

Lumens
The measure of how 

much light a projector 
emits. A lumen score 
of between 1000 and 

2000 is ideal.

JARGON 
BUSTER

54321
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Nintendo Switch
★★★★  £280 / nintendo.co.uk
Nintendo’s genius console can also be used 
as a handheld device.

HTC Vive
★★★★  £759 / vive.com
Our VR headset of choice offers a completely 
new way to experience gaming.

FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES-MACHINES & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES

PlayStation 4 Pro
£340 / playstation.com

As a gaming platform, PlayStation 4 is the best around – which 
makes the PS4 Pro the best of the best. Games optimised 
for the new console look stunning on a 4K HDR TV, and are 
substantially improved by the extra grunt inside this slightly 
bigger machine. If you’ve already splashed out for a 4K HDR 
screen and you enjoy video games at all, it’s well worth the 
upgrade. The missing 4K Blu-ray drive means it isn’t a perfect 
entertainment system, but streaming converts won’t care. 

1

Stuff says ★★★★★
The system for console gamers who have a 4K TV 
and want the best gaming experience possible

Stuff says ★★★★★
A fine console with some big exclusive titles

Stuff says ★★★★★
Better than the old PS4 in almost every way

Xbox One S
from £198 / xbox.com
Microsoft dumps Kinect, the £400+ asking 
price and the fugly power brick to create a 
supremely enticing console that also has 
a 4K Blu-ray player. It remains a serious 
alternative to the PS4 Pro.

PlayStation 4 Slim
£220 / playstation.com
This is the old PS4 squeezed into a 20% 
smaller package, and it still delivers an 
awesome console gaming experience. 
But if you see a 4K TV in your future, you’re 
better off saving for the PS4 Pro.

NEW

Mario Kart 8 Deluxe
★★★★★ £42 / Switch
Mario powerslides onto Switch for the 
definitive version of his definitive racer. 

Injustice 2
★★★★★ £40 / PS4, Xbox One
The DC brawler sequel we deserve, and the 
fighter you need right now. 

The Legend of Zelda:
Breath of the Wild
from £48 / Switch, Wii U

Not only is this the best video game available right now, but it’s 
also probably the best Zelda game ever, which is no small feat. This 
is the first time Link has had an open world to explore, and it’s full of 
hidden treasures, delightful puzzles and stunning landscapes. And 
with engaging combat, a surprisingly emotional story and a quest 
of epic proportions, this feels like a complete game. You’ll get lost 
in the hills of Hyrule for hours upon hours – long enough to justify 
your Switch purchase.

Stuff says ★★★★★
The Legend of Zelda goes open-world in sublime 
fashion – Nintendo’s best title for a while 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Robot dinosaurs – need we say more? 

Stuff says ★★★★★
At atmospheric masterclass of tension

Horizon Zero Dawn
£42 / PS4
There might not be a lot that’s mechanically 
new here, but Horizon’s mechanical fauna, 
stunning scenery and superb sci-fi story 
allow it to stand above the vast majority 
of open-world games. 

Prey
£27 / PS4, Xbox One, PC
Stuck on a spaceship with bloodthirsty 
aliens? Yeah, we’ve seen it all before, but 
Prey features galactic beasts that can 
morph into furniture, while giving you zany 
powers and a GLOO gun to take them down. 

NEW

NEW
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PLAYLIST
INDIE GAMES 

OF 2017

Rime
We love a good 
puzzle, but they’re 
often hair-pullingly 
frustrating. Rime 
tries to change this 
by being set on an 
island so mysterious 
and alluring you’ll 
quickly forget about 
the vein-burster 
you just spent six 
hours trying to solve.  
A masterpiece of 
video game craft.
PS4, Xbox One, 
PC, Switch

Blackwood 
Crossing
Another game that’s 
all about the story, 
Blackwood Crossing 
puts you in the shoes 
of an orphaned 
teenage girl. It 
tackles death with 
uplifting optimism 
by exploring an 
imaginary world 
akin to Alice’s 
Wonderland. 
PS4, Xbox One, PC

Flinthook 
It turns out pirates 
are a bit sick of the 
deep blue, and have 
instead opted to 
continue their quest 
for booty up in space. 
In this pixelated 
platformer you’ll 
be able to zip across 
the screen with your 
trusty grappling 
hook to ensure you 
get the best loot.
PS4, Xbox One, PC

Night in the Woods
You’d think any game 
starring a cartoon 
cat would be as 
bubbly as Hello Kitty, 
especially when it 
has cute storybook 
artwork. Not so 
this 2D side-scrolling 
coming-of-age 
adventure, which 
explores some 
surprisingly dark 
and stirring themes. 
PS4, PC

� e Sexy Brutale
How many murder 
mysteries have you 
seen on TV? You’ve 
every right to be sick 
of them by now. But 
how about a game 
where you can solve 
and even prevent 
the murders by 
rewinding time, 
Majora’s Mask style? 
Put us on the guest 
list, please.
PS4, Xbox One, PC

What Remains 
of Edith Finch
You could continue 
to shake your fi st at 
‘walking sims’, crying 
“� is isn’t a game!” 
Or you could embrace 
this immersive form 
of storytelling – and 
start by unravelling 
the mystery of the 
Finch family. It’s an 
emotionally intense, 
magical aff air.
PS4, PC

CUPHEAD
It may look charmingly 
Disney-ish, but this 
run-and-gun platformer 
is as brutally challenging 
as they come.
Xbox One, PC

PYRE
This gorgeous RPG sees 
you leading a band of 
exiles to freedom across 
a fantastical world that 
represents purgatory. 
PS4, PC

BELOW
Survive a dangerous 
and mysterious island 
as a tiny warrior in this 
adventure game with 
a top-down perspective. 
Xbox One, PC

SAVE UP TO 53% BY SUBSCRIBING AND GET STUFF DELIVERED FOR FREE: THEMAGAZINESHOP.COM/STUFF

OR WAIT 
FOR THESE 
UPCOMING 

INDIES…

BEST BUY
FOR

PERPLEXING
PUZZLES

Just because a game is pumped 
full of money and advertised on 
buses, that doesn’t mean it’ll be 
good – these great indies prove 
that size really isn’t everything
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Netatmo Welcome 
£159 / netatmo.com

Netatmo’s smart cam has face 
recognition capability, which 
works well once it’s got to know 
you, and the usual motion and 
noise detection is easy to control. 
You can also remotely monitor 
your house to keep the paranoia 
at bay while on holiday. 

Hive Active Heating 2
£249 with installation / hivehome.com

Hive is simple enough for anyone 
to use and powerful enough to be 
truly useful, with features such 
as geolocation and holiday mode 
that really save you money. For 
a family-friendly introduction 
to the smart home world, it’s a 
solid choice.

Philips Hue Starter Kit
★★★★★ from £59 (white) / meethue.com
Become an indoor god with the smartest way 
of lighting up your home remotely. 

Amazon Echo Dot
★★★★★ £50 / amazon.co.uk
Shame about the poor-quality speaker, but the 
Dot is a better buy than the full-size Echo.

Netgear Arlo Pro 
★★★★★ £300 / arlo.com
A good home cam that becomes a great one 
outdoors. Your shed has never been so secure.

Google Wifi
★★★★★ £129 / google.com
A signal-spreading wonder that’ll make your old 
router look like a tech dinosaur.

Google Home
★★★★  £129 / google.com
Genius in some ways, and a dunce in others… 
Home, like the Echo, is on the cusp of brilliance. 

Ikea Tradfri
★★★★  from £15 / ikea.com
The Swedes have made the perfect smart lights 
for beginners and bargain hunters.

3

Nest 3.0
£279 with installation / nest.com

The Nest 3.0 is not a dramatic reinvention, 
but it didn’t need to be: this is still the 
best-looking and most rewarding smart 
thermostat on the market. Nest learns your 
habits – when you’re in the house, when 
you’re likely to need a lot of hot water and 
so on – so it can control the boiler to save 
energy and keep that shower nice and toasty. 
That, paired with a nicely designed app, is 
enough to put it ahead of the competition.

1

 NOW ADD THIS Nest Stand
If you don’t fancy attaching your 
Nest 3.0 to the wall, you can 
get a little stand to prop it up 
on a bookshelf or table. 
£29 / nest.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
Our favourite thermostat cranks up the 
heat up on its smart home rivals

Stuff says ★★★★★
As a first smart thermostat, the Hive 
is hot, hot, hot

Stuff says ★★★★★
A neat security cam with loads of 
features and storage options

Nest Cam
★★★★  £150 / nest.com
A slick and simple security cam, but it only truly 
excels if you subscribe to the extra features.

With the Farsight 
function enabled, 
your Nest will flash 
up the time and date 
when you walk past.

If you want to go full 
nerd you can use 
the Nest channel 
in IFTTT to set up 
various automations.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Link up an Amazon 
Echo to Nest and 
you can change 
the temperature 
with your voice. 

HOT 
BUY

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW
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Read it, like it, share it

Everywhere 
you are

Ryan Jones
Staff Writer

For some of us, a lengthy 
session on the loo is something 

to look forward to – where else do we get all 
that uninterrupted Twitter time? But as you 
perch on the throne and dig out your phone, 
you might notice something that gives you 
a nasty shock. No, not the absence of toilet 
paper, something worse: no Wi-Fi. 

So while you sit there in silence, doing 
your business, you’re left to wonder why 
you splashed all that money on a pricey 
broadband package when your internet 
signal can’t even reach the smallest room. 
But scaring someone in a call centre with 
your potty mouth will do little to solve this 
problem. Perhaps Google can help. 

Meshed up kids
Google Wifi creates a mesh system in your 
house, eradicating internet black spots. 
But it’s not just useful for browsing social 
media on the toilet – it also has handy 
features such as being able to ‘pause’ 
the internet for selected gadgets (great 
for annoying the kids), and it can set up 
a guest network to limit your friends’ net 
access to certain devices. 

Google Wifi makes your router look 
primitive, and ensures you’ll never have 
to read a magazine on the loo again… unless 
it’s Stuff, of course. 

Turning gadgets on and off remotely can 
make you feel like Gandalf – and they don’t 
need to be Alexa-compatible. The WeMo 
Switch lets you use your phone to control 
the mains power to your chosen device. 
It’ll work with anything that plugs into 
a standard wall socket, and you can set 
timers using the app. Time it right and you’ll 
look like Gandalf too (beard not included).
£40 / belkin.com

Should I upgrade?
GOOGLE WIFI

Pick it up cheap
BELKIN WEMO SWITCH

DO IT!

HOLD 
OFF!

Expands
your Wi-Fi

reach

Overkill 
for small 
homes

Lacks deep 
control

Smart 
features

SHOULD I UPGRADE?    TOP TENS

Remote 
control

The Switch can be 
operated via internet, 

whether it’s Wi-Fi, 
3G or 4G.
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Parrot Bebop 2
★★★★  £440 / parrot.com
The price is right, but camera quality and 
connection troubles hold this Parrot back.

Fujifilm X70
★★★★★ £399 / fujifilm.eu
A very nice little camera with a big sensor 
delivering excellent image quality.

GoPro Karma
★★★★  £1200 / gopro.com
A simple all-in-one drone system for GoPro 
fans, but it’s still flying in DJI’s slipstream.

Fujifilm X100F 
★★★★★ £1249 / fujifilm.eu
The best street shooter around if you don’t 
need the flexibility of interchangeable lenses.

TOP TENS    DRONES           COMPACT CAMERAS   TOP TENS

FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST SMART HOME TECH, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/COMPACT-CAMERAS
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Stuff says ★★★★★
A quadcopter that anyone can fly

Stuff says ★★★★★
Flexible and reliable, this is a brilliant camera

Stuff says ★★★★
A great drone let down only by slow charging

Stuff says ★★★★★
 A star performer when it comes to the basics

DJI Phantom 4
£825 / dji.com
The autonomous modes make this a fine 
choice for anyone looking to make their first 
flight as a drone pilot. That doesn’t mean 
it’s solely for beginners, though – pros will 
appreciate the extra tech too. 

Panasonic Lumix TZ100
£528 / panasonic.com
This stylish Panasonic is one of the best 
premium superzoom cameras around, 
succeeding in delivering superb image 
quality, user-friendliness and versatility 
in a compact, sturdily built body.

Yuneec Typhoon H
£999 / yuneec.com
The Typhoon H is a fantastic hexacopter 
that nails nearly everything: it’s easy to 
fly, has a lengthy flight time, takes great 
footage and folds up to a fairly portable size. 
Pity it takes two whole hours to charge.

Panasonic Lumix LX100
£549 / panasonic.com
One of the most capable premium 
compacts on the market. It can capture 
4K footage, but its superb stills and HD 
video performance are what make this 
Panasonic stand out.

Sony DSC-RX100 V
£999 / sony.co.uk

We wouldn’t recommend buying this update if you already 
own the Mark IV model, but a few improvements have ensured 
that Sony remains the top dog in our compact camera list. The 
RX100 V is one of the best point-and-shoots we’ve ever seen, 
with a flexibility that few pocket cameras can muster. While 
you do have to pay a hefty sum for that versatility and all-round 
performance, we reckon it’s the camera to buy if you want 
fantastic-looking snaps from your holidays. 

DJI Mavic Pro
£935 / dji.com

Despite the tiny proportions, DJI hasn’t needed to make any 
sacrifices when creating the Mavic Pro. In fact, it’s got more 
tech packed inside it than the Phantom 4 – and the foldable 
arms and compact controller add to its portability. While this 
is an expensive drone, it will fulfil the needs of most enthusiasts 
with enough manoeuvrability for racing, enough camera quality 
to take fantastic photos and videos, and enough simplicity for 
even the most inexperienced pilots. 

Stuff says ★★★★★
A real marvel of miniaturisation, the Mavic Pro is the 
ultimate hobbyist drone

Stuff says ★★★★★
A small improvement over the RX100 IV, but Sony’s 
getting closer to premium point-and-shoot perfection



HOT 
BUY

HOT 
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FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW CAMERAS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SYSTEM-CAMERAS

Sony A7R II 
£2499 / sony.co.uk

Sony has made a compromise-free 
camera that combines impeccable 
build quality with a class-leading 
full-frame sensor, 5-axis image 
stabilisation, huge ISO range, fast 
autofocus, an excellent viewfinder 
and 4K video recording. And it’s far 
more compact than a DSLR.

Fujifilm X-T2
£1384 / fujifilm.eu

The X-T2 is an excellent lesson in 
how to upgrade an already great 
gadget. The X-T1 was itself a 
brilliant camera, so Fuji gave it 
superb video and autofocus 
skills to go with the already top 
weatherproof build. Sure, it’s pricey, 
but it’s also worth every penny.

Panasonic Lumix GH5
★★★★★ £1699 / panasonic.com
A compact system camera that can shoot 4K 
video at 60fps as well as taking great stills. 

Sony A6500
★★★★★ £1399 / sony.co.uk
A cracking system cam for action photography, 
but stick with the A6300 if your budget is tight.

Canon EOS 80D 
★★★★★ £1006 / canon.co.uk
The 80D is so easy to use that even a toddler 
would get some great shots with it. 

Canon EOS 5DS 
★★★★★ £3099 / canon.co.uk
A fantastic piece of kit that any pixel-peeping 
DSLR fan will get heaps of enjoyment out of.

Olympus OM-D E-M5 Mark II 
★★★★★ £849 / olympus.co.uk
The second coming of the E-M5 smashes 
it on both design and performance fronts.

Nikon D5
★★★★★ £5099 / europe-nikon.com
This is the pro-level camera to go for if you 
spend a lot of time on the sports field.

Olympus PEN-F
★★★★★ £999 / olympus.co.uk
An immensely desirable piece of design and 
an immensely capable all-round camera.
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Fujifilm X-T20
£799 / fujifilm.eu

Coming with the same 24.3MP APS-C sensor 
and processor as the X-T2, plus a touchscreen 
(which its sibling lacks), the X-T20 will leave 
you with a lot more spare cash in your account. 
And for most people, the new model will deliver 
results that are just as good as its pricier big 
brother’s. With well laid-out controls, a huge 
viewfinder, excellent autofocus and access 
to superb lenses, the X-T20 is just one more 
fantastic mirrorless camera from Fujifilm.

1

 NOW ADD THIS  
Manfrotto 190 Go! Carbon Fibre Tripod
You no longer have an excuse for 
wobbly photos with this carbon-fibre 
tripod. It weighs just 1.65kg. 
£235 / manfrotto.co.uk

Stuff says ★★★★★
The X-T20 nails the sweet spot between 
price and performance

Stuff says ★★★★★
A dream of a camera that barely 
strays from perfection 

Stuff says ★★★★★
A no-compromise compact system 
camera for well-heeled enthusiasts

For aperture-priority 
shots, set shutter 
speed to auto and 
turn the lens ring to 
the desired f-number.

Pressing the Q 
button will open a 
custom menu, giving 
you quick access to 
loads of settings.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Tapping an area on 
the 3in touchscreen 
will let you set the 
focus point or take 
an instant shot.
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Google Chromecast Audio
£25 / google.com/chromecast

This disc doesn’t just transform 
the streaming capabilities of your 
speakers – its lossless hi-res 
audio option can also boost their 
sound quality. This is an infinitely 
superior alternative to streaming 
via Bluetooth, with less battery 
drain and no interruption from calls.

Moov Now
£50 / moov.cc

You know you’re onto a winner 
when your fitness gadget isn’t 
just a tracker but a personal trainer. 
The Moov is a honeycomb-covered 
workout guide with voice coaching 
and rep-counting. And yes, it 
still tracks your daily steps and 
auto-detects your sleep.

Amazon Echo Dot
★★★★★ £50 / amazon.co.uk
This smart home assistant is a lot smaller than 
the full-size Echo, but it’s a much bigger bargain.

SoundMagic E10C
★★★★★ £40 / soundmagicheadphones.com
SoundMagic is royalty when it comes to budget 
buds. For the cash, these are stupendous.

Amazon Fire TV 4K 
★★★★★ £80 / amazon.co.uk
If you’ve bought a 4K TV, fill it with lovely content 
from Amazon’s Ultra HD media streamer.

Vodafone Smart Prime 7
★★★★★ £59 / vodafone.co.uk
Despite decent specs, this smartphone is 
dirt-cheap compared to the competition.

Philips Hue Starter Kit 
★★★★★ from £59 (white) / meethue.com
Start your smart home with two bulbs and a 
bridge before turning it into a palace with more.

Amazon Kindle 
★★★★★ £60 / amazon.co.uk
Top of our holiday packing list, the basic Kindle 
is thinner and lighter than its predecessor.

Google Daydream View
★★★★  £69 / madeby.google.com
An inexpensive headset that works with your 
Google phone to deliver VR experiences.
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Raspberry Pi Zero W
from £9.60 / raspberrypi.org

It might be nearly twice the price of the original 
Pi Zero, but when you’re still getting change 
from a tenner, the wireless Pi is fantastic value. 
Simplicity is the key word, with no need to 
mess about with dongles, adaptors and USB 
hubs. This also means that your Pi projects can 
be squeezed into much smaller places. If you’re 
looking for more advanced stuff, you’re better 
off with the Pi 3; but for value and simplicity, 
the Pi Zero W tops our chart. 

1

 NOW ADD THIS  
Raspberry Pi Camera Module V2
Not every Pi project has to be a 
homage to your childhood console. 
This adds smartphone photo pizazz.
£18 / raspberrypi.org

Stuff says ★★★★★
The Pi Zero was already fantastic; 
wireless add-ons make it even better

Stuff says ★★★★★
The best budget tracker – gives 
most Fitbits a run for their money

Stuff says ★★★★★
If you’ve not got a Sonos setup, 
this’ll do roughly the same job

Plonk that Pi camera 
you bought on a 
birdfeeder and you’ll 
be able edit your 
own Springwatch.

The free, open-source 
Kodi will turn a Pi into 
a media centre for 
watching your locally 
stored films and telly.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Planning on turning 
your Pi into a SNES 
emulator? Legally, 
you must own the 
games to play them.

BARGAIN 
BUY

FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THESE GADGETS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF

MICROSOFT 
SURFACE LAPTOP

APPLE’S NEW 
iPAD PRO

Call 0344 848 8806
Subscribe now and get a free Razer Nabu X smart band! 

Full details on p98.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE NOW… 
GET IT DELIVERED FOR FREE AND

SAVE UP TO 53% ON THE COVER PRICE! 

ON SALE 
3 AUGUST

100 BEST GADGETS 
IN THE WORLD

SEND MESSAGES 
THAT SELF-DESTRUCT

SHORTEN YOUR 
WEBLINKS WITH EMOJI 

Secretly texting the local 
pizza emporium when 
you’re supposed to be on 
a diet? Plotting a surprise 
second honeymoon in 
Sunderland? Conceal the 
evidence so your other half 
doesn’t find out:

 Go online.
If you want to make 
a self-destructing 
message that only the 
desired recipient can 
read, begin by typing 
destructingmessage.com  
into your browser. � is is 
the website where you’ll 
create your messages. 

 Create a message. 
Specify how long you 
want the message to 
exist once opened before 
it destroys itself – this 
timeframe ranges from 
15 seconds to fi ve minutes. 
� en write your message 
in the box below and hit 
‘create message’. 

 Start sending. 
Finally, just send the 
provided link to your 
friend(s). It could be 
through email, text or any 
other form of messaging, 
as long as the recipient 
has internet access. 

Bitly is a godsend for 
shortening website 
links so they fit in your 
tweets. But how about an 
alternative that lets you 
include emoji in the URL? 

Let’s emojify…  
Visit emojify.tk and 
you’ll be able to paste 
your chosen website 
address into a box. Click 
‘shorten’ and the site 
will generate a series of 
shortened links for that 
address. Each link will 
have a diff erent emoji, 
including a saxophone, 
a carrot and a gorilla. 

Share your link
Copy and paste the link, 
and you’re all done. As 
with Bitly, you’ll be able 

to see how many people 
clicked the link, and which 
emoji attracted the most 
engagement. � ere’s 
an issue that some don’t 
appear on certain devices, 
but it’s a small price to pay 
for standout links. 
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WATCH YOU’RE WAITING FOR
Simple and stylish, classically British or stealthily smart, meet the

watches that will keep you looking sharp this summer

TIMEX IQ+ £150

Think you have the measure of the
Timex IQ+? Look again. This clever
timepiece has the style and feel of
a traditional watch while discreetly
housing sophisticated technology that
tracks daily activity, calorie intake and
sleep metrics. It’s a fitness band, incognito.
Never worry about time zones or charging.
Simply create fitness goals, set alarms and
control your watch with your phone. Best of all,
the IQ+ combines this cutting-edge technology
with Timex’s trusted craftsmanship, making it a
smarter watch you can rely on.

www.timex.co.uk

MEGIR MESH CHRONO £59

The Gilchrist Watch Co. is home to an unrivalled collection
of unique, affordable timepieces. And here’s one fine
example: the strikingly minimal Mesh Chrono from Megir
boasts a steel mesh band, precision stopwatch and
calendar wheel at 4 o’clock. It comes in three variations.
Use the code SJULY to get 10% off purchase price
(expires 31/07/2017).

www.gwcwatches.com

DU MAURIER
MAXIM BLACK II £445

The Maxim Black II is the embodiment
of sophistication. It’s Swiss-made,
partnering anti-reflective sapphire
glass and a surgical grade steel
case with the very best in
British design. We’re
offering a 10% discount
to Stuff readers,
plus free p&p until
31/7/2017 – simply
enter the code
STUFF17 at checkout.

dumaurierwatches.com
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DON’T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE! ON SALE 3 AUG

enger in or Wenger out?
This camera-topping gadget might 
share a name with North London’s 
most deluded football team, but 

it has a much better grasp on reality than the 
other Arsenal – using AI to assess the scene 
you’re trying to photograph and suggesting 
the best camera settings for the shot. It sits in 
the hotshoe of pretty much any DSLR or CSC, 
talking to the camera via the USB port and to 
your phone via Bluetooth, giving you full remote 
control from up to 100ft away. It essentially takes 
the guesswork out of photography.

Doesn’t that kind of defeat the object?
You could see it like that, but it won’t tell you 
what to take a photograph of or how to compose 
it. That’s still down to your organic intelligence 
to work out. Once you’ve managed that, the 
Arsenal takes 18 environmental factors into 
account and uses an algorithm not dissimilar 
to the one that controls self-driving cars to 
compare your shot with a library of snaps taken 
by pro photographers, copying the settings used 
to take the most suitable one and adjusting your 
camera accordingly. Sounds like wishful thinking, 
but the sample shots suggest it really works.

What else does it do?
Stuff that usually requires out-of-camera editing 
can be done by the Arsenal and fed back to your 
phone to be reviewed at full resolution, before 
firing it straight to Instagram to farm those sweet, 
sweet likes. It can do smartphone-style HDR, 
focus stacking, long exposure astro shots and 
timelapse video. If there was a camera with an 
auto mode this intelligent it’d be filling in the form 
for Mensa. Want one? The Arsenal’s Kickstarter 
closed last month having raised over $1.2m, but 
you can expect to pay about £175 for one when 
they go on sale. Say cheese! [ W
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NEXT BIG THING?
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M4 SOUNDBAR
Experience the M4 at one of our dealer locations:

qacoustics.co.uk/storelocator

The undisputed and most awarded soundbar.

UNDISPUTED 
SOUNDBAR CHAMPION

Built-in 50 Watt 
Subwoofer

Bluetooth
Connectivity

Wide Dispersion
BMR Drivers

Plug and
Play

100 Watt Total 
Sound Output

Soundbars & soundbases
Best soundbar £300-600 

Q Acoustics Media 4

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 

BEST SOUNDBAR
Q ACOUSTICS  

MEDIA 4

qacoustics.co.uk



HIGH QUALITY 24.3-MEGAPIXEL X-TRANS CMOS III SENSOR | 4K VIDEO CAPTUREWITH F-LOG
WEATHER RESISTANT DESIGN | ULTRA-FAST FOCUSING FOR ACCURATE SUBJECT TRACKING

VISIT FUJIFILM-X.COM/CAMERAS/X-T2

READY
WHEN

YOU ARE
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