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FIELD NOTES
By Tim and Beth Rowland

Civil War Trust 
Photography Contest 
winners announced

From Trash Cans to History
Jackson Barlow (right), a 14-year-old from Alpine, Utah, un-
dertook an Eagle Scout project that honors his great-grandfa-
ther’s wartime service with a commemorative plaque on the 
Utah State Capitol grounds. Barlow is the fourth great-grand-
son of Henry Wells Jackson, the only Utahan killed during a 
Civil War battle. Jackson—who served as a lieutenant with 
the 1st Regiment, District of Columbia Volunteer Cavalry, was 
wounded at the Battle of White’s Bridge near Jarrett’s Station, 
Va., on May 8, 1864, and died of infection at age 37 on May 27. 

To raise $1,300 for the project, Barlow, with friends and 
family members, ran an ad: “We will wash your trash can—
Eagle Scout project.” The result: They got to scrub out 90 
smelly trash bins. Aside from fundraising, however, Barlow’s 
effort involved intensive research on Jackson, plus the Scout 
also had to seek permission for the installation from the State 
Preservation Board. When the plaque was put in place last 
November, Barlow commented to Provo’s Daily Herald: “I 
learned patience and to stick to it. Most things are worth it 
(and will happen) if you try hard enough.”
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AFTER A RECORD NUMBER OF ENTRIES were submitted, the winners 
of the 2015 Civil War Trust Photo Contest were announced last fall. Theresa Rasmus-
sen’s evocative photo of the Chancellorsville battlefield took the Grand Prize. Along 
with the winners in a variety of other categories, Rasmussen’s stunning image graces 
the 2016 Civil War Trust Calendar, available at http://www.civilwar.org/take-action/
gifts/calendar.html. Check out the full list of winners and their photos at http://www.
civilwar.org/photos/annual-photo-contest/2015-photo-contest-winners.

At the Battle of Bentonville, General Joseph E. Johnston 
gathered together the defeated remnants of Confederate forces 
on March 19-21, 1865, and engaged Union commander William T. 
Sherman in one last scrap in North Carolina. It was a strong effort 
that caught the Federals off guard and had them falling back 
when the odds said they should have been advancing. 

After the flag-bearer for the 14th Michigan Infantry fell with 
a mortal wound and the regiment began faltering, 23-year-old 
farmer Henry Plant, from Ottawa County, grabbed the bullet- 
riddled colors and rallied his comrades, helping stiffen their  
resistance and claim what would eventually be a victory for 

Union forces. In 1896 Sergeant Plant was awarded a Medal of 
Honor for his valor in that fight—and this past October he 

received a posthumous honor: a bicycle-path bridge named 
after him. The bridge overlooking the Grand River is part 

of a bicycle and pedestrian path that parallels a new 
stretch of highway, Michigan 231. Plant survived the 
war, returning to Ottawa County to work as a farmer, 
politician and musician until his death in 1925.

Bike Bridge 
Named After 
MOH Awardee

Grand Prize winner 
Theresa Rasmussen’s 

Chancellorsville photo. 
Opposite: Carl Staub’s 

bugler image took 
First Place. 
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Critic With a Shotgun 
Back in November, reenactors sheltering inside a tent during a reenactment of the 
July 17, 1863, Battle of Honey Springs near Checotah, Okla., were targeted with very 
real bullets—by a local with a sawed-off shotgun. Amazingly, no one was injured 
in the incident, and local gunman Gary Alan Lane was quickly tracked down by 
deputies in McIntosh County. Lane, reportedly drunk at the time of the shooting, 
was held without bond for reckless conduct with a firearm and a long list of other 
offenses. The reenactment continued as planned.

Dinwiddie County, Va., residents have long suffered from one 
of the least reliable power grids in the mid-Atlantic. After a 
lengthy study, the Southside Electric Cooperative plans to 
remedy the situation by stringing a large transmission line 
nine miles to the underserved area. But there’s a catch: The 
new line would slice right through the historic Bonneville 
Farm, centerpiece of the 1865 Dinwiddie Court House battle-
field. The proposed line would skirt the Five Forks Battlefield 
and land owned by the Civil War Trust. Southside Electric told 
the Petersburg, Va., Progress-Index that while it has tried to 
take other Civil War interests into account, in an area thick 
with historically significant sites it’s hard to avoid everything. 

For example, a proposed line near Booneville Manor—in 
what is today a frequently visited area where Robert E. Lee 
launched one of his last offensives of the war—presents a 
problem. Manor owner Dan Robbins, who has restored the 
property, anticipates that once “people see these 80-foot 
poles, they’re going to freak out when it’s too late,” according 
to the Progress- Index’s Brian Couturier.  

On the last day of November 1864, Con-
federate Lt. Gen. John Bell Hood tried 
to correct a horrible mistake. After al-
lowing a fractured Federal army to slip 
by undetected, Hood made a last-ditch 
attack to keep Union Maj. Gen. John 

Nashville. It made things much worse. 
In a disastrous attack rivaling Pickett’s 

Charge, Hood’s men were slaughtered up and down the lines at 
a plantation house outside the town of Franklin.
 The Battle of Franklin Trust, which recently unveiled a 

-
islature for $3.2 million in funding to help make it happen. The 
plan calls for the site to be consistent with its original look, with 
crushed stone beds marking the location of Union earthworks 
and gaps representing brief Confederate breakthroughs. Rather 
than peppering the site with monuments and markers, the plan 
stresses preservation, where “more aggressive approaches were 
discarded in favor of keeping the Master Plan authentic to the 
site conditions just before the Battle while still telling the stories 
that the Carter House site should tell.” The proposal also calls 
for highlighting Carter family members—wartime owners of the 
house—and building a visitor center, gardens and park.

Franklin 
Supporters 
Unveil  
Master  
Plan

Proposed Power Line 
Splits Battle Site



BOULDER, Colorado The U.S. government
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accurate clock in the world: the F-1 U.S.
Atomic Clock in Boulder, Colorado. Our 
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will gain or lose only one second over a 20 
million-year period. It is that accurate! This
perfectly tuned technological invention
with the super light strength of titanium is
now available for UNDER $130.

Super Light Titanium has two big advan-
tages over steel. One is corrosion resist-
ance and the other is that titanium has the
highest strength-to-weight ratio of any
metal, which means that titanium is 
approximately 45% lighter than steel. But
every other titanium watch that we can

find is priced at over $400, and none of
those are nearly as accurate as our atomic
movement. Stauer has decided to bring
these resources together in a timepiece
that has the most accurate movement 
available today. You'll never have to set this
watch. Just push one of the buttons and
you are synchronized with the atomic
clock in Colorado, and the hands of the
watch move to the exact time position. The
sleek black textured dial has luminous
hands and markers plus the timepiece is
water resistant to 3 ATM.

A Titanium-clad offer.This Titanium Atomic
Watch exceeds the accuracy of any Swiss
luxury automatic so you can be more
punctual and keep most of your money in
your wallet, not on your wrist.  Look at
your watch and we guarantee that the time
is incorrect, unless you are wearing the 
advanced atomic technology.

The Stauer Titanium Atomic Watch is not
available in stores and it comes with our
30 day money-back guarantee. If you're not
completely satisfied with the accuracy, 
simply return the watch for the full pur-
chase price. Includes a 2-year warranty on
the movement.

Super Light Titanium Timepiece Loses Only One Second Every 20 Million Years.
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Anticipating an increase in 
tourism as a result of the PBS 
drama Mercy Street, set in 
Alexandria, Va., during the 
1860s, Visit Alexandria has 
launched a website to showcase 
the city: visitalexandriava.com/
mercystreet. At press time, the 
program was scheduled to debut 
on January 17. Many of the 
city’s historic venues, including 
the Carlyle House, the Stabler- 
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum 
and the Alexandria Black His- 
tory Museum, plan to open new 
exhibits in 2016 designed to 
dovetail with the show, which 
focuses on doctors and nurses 
working at a hospi  tal. Perfor-
mances, teas and walking tours 
are also planned to appeal to  
the esti mated 330,000 extra 
visitors—a 10 percent increase 
over the usual total—as a result 
of the series.

Building 
on Mercy 

Street 
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“I shall await 
the first shot, 
and if you do 
not batter us to 
pieces, we shall 
be starved out  
in a few days.”
—Union Major Robert 
Anderson on April 11, 1861, 
to Confederate officers who 
delivered Brig. Gen. P.G.T. 
Beauregard’s demand to 
evacuate Fort Sumter

 
EVENTS 
CALENDAR

Proper Gravestones—at Last
Three African-American Union soldiers who had been born into slavery, 
as well as a white Union man, received headstones this past fall after lying 
in unmarked graves for over 100 years in Roselawn Cemetery at Pueb-
lo, Colo. They include: Private James W. Williams, who was born in 1844 

and died in 1921; Private George 
Washington, born in 1838 and 
died in 1899; Corporal Thomas 
Walker, whose birthdate is un-
known, but died in 1900; and 1st 
Lt. Louis Young, who was born in 
1843 and died in 1901. Members of 
the Buffalo Soldiers of the Ameri-
can West dedicated the head-
stones in a ceremony in October.   

FLORIDA
“By Land and Sea: Florida in the 
American Civil War,” explores the state’s 
role in the war  
When: Through July 2, 2016
Where: Palm Beach County History 
Museum, West Palm Beach  
Visit: pbchistoryonline.org/page/ 
florida-in-the-american-civil-war

NEW YORK
“Appomattox” displays artifacts from 
significant participants in the surrender
When: Through March 31, 2016
Where: West Point Museum
Visit: usma.edu/Museum/SitePages/
Home.aspx or call 845-938-3590

PENNSYLVANIA
“Firmness, Endurance, and Vigor: Brig. 
Gen. William Barksdale and Dr. Alfred 
Hamilton at Gettysburg” features 
artifacts associated with Barksdale and 
Hamilton, who treated the mortally 
wounded Southern commander
When: Through March 31, 2016
Where: Gettysburg National Military 
Park Museum & Visitors Center
Visit: gettysburgfoundation. 
org/news/view/280

VIRGINIA
“Kill Jeff Davis: The Kilpatrick-
Dahlgren Raid on Richmond in 1864,” 
lecture by Bruce M. Venter  When: 
March 24, 2016, 12 p.m. Where: Virginia 
Historical Society, Richmond. Visit: 
vahistorical.org/events/programs-
and-activities/lectures-and-classes/ 
kill-jeff-davis-kilptarick-dahlgren-
raid?start=2016-03-24T12:00

“By Land and 
Sea,” in West 
Palm Beach,  
showcases 

Florida’s role 
in the war.



In the fall and winter, the sun is lower in
the sky so it rises and sets at peak travel

  periods. During the early morning and 
afternoon rush hours many drivers find
themselves temporarily blinded while 
driving directly into the glare of the sun.
Deadly accidents are regularly caused by
such blinding glare with danger arising
from reflected light off another vehicle 
or snowy and icy pavement. Yet, motorists
struggle on despite being blinded by the
sun’s glare that can cause countless 
accidents every year.

Not all sunglasses are created equal.
Protecting your eyes is serious business.
With all the fancy fashion frames out 
there it can be easy to overlook what 
really matters––the lenses. So we did 
our research and looked to the very 
best in optic innovation and technology. 

Sometimes it does take a rocket 
scientist. A NASA rocket scientist.
Some ordinary sunglasses can obscure your
vision by exposing your eyes to harmful
UV rays, blue light, and reflective glare.
They can also darken useful vision-enhanc-
ing light. But now, independent research
conducted by scientists from NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory has brought forth
ground-breaking technology to help protect
human eyesight from the harmful effects of

solar radiation
light. This superior
lens technology was first discovered
when NASA scientists looked to nature
for a means to superior eye protection—
specifically, by studying the eyes of eagles,
known for their extreme visual acuity. This
discovery resulted in what is now known as
Eagle Eyes®.

The Only Sunglass Technology Certified
by the Space Foundation for UV and 
BlueLight Eye Protection.
Eagle Eyes® features the most advanced 
eye protection technology ever created. The
TriLenium® Lens Technology offers triple-
filter polarization to block 99.9% UVA and
UVB—plus the added benefit of blue-light
eye protection.  Eagle Eyes® is the
only optic technology that has
earned official recognition
from the Space Certification 
Program for this remarkable
technology. Now, that’s proven
science-based protection.

The finest optics: And buy one, 
get one FREE!   Eagle Eyes® has the highest
customer satisfaction of any item in our 20
year history. We are so excited for you to
try the Eagle Eyes® breakthrough technol-
ogy that we will give you a second pair 
of Eagle Eyes® Navigator™ Sunglasses
FREE––a $99 value!
That’s two pairs to protect your eyes 
with the best technology available for 
less than the price of one pair of traditional
sunglasses. You get a pair of Navigators
with stainless steel black frames and the
other with stainless steel gold, plus two
micro-fiber drawstring cleaning pouches
are included. Keep one pair in your pocket
and one in your car at all times.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
If you are not astounded with the Eagle
Eyes® technology, enjoying clearer, sharper
and more glare-free vision, simply return
one pair within 60 days for a full refund of
the purchase price. The other pair is yours
to keep. No one else has such confidence 
in their optic technology. Don’t leave your
eyes in the hands of fashion designers,
 entrust them to the best scientific minds 

on earth. Wear your Eagle Eyes® Navigators
with absolute confidence, knowing your
eyes are protected with technology that 
was born in space for the human race.

Urgent: Special Driving Notice

Slip on a pair of Eagle Eyes® and everything 
instantly appears more vivid and sharp. You’ll
immediately notice that your eyes are more
comfortable and relaxed and you’ll feel no
need to squint. These scientifically designed
sunglasses are not just fashion accessories for
the summer; they are necessary to protect your
eyes from those harmful rays produced by the
sun in the winter. 

simulation

Eagle Eyes®

Lens

To some, sunglasses are a fashion accessory…

Certified EAGLE EYES® was developed
from original NASA Optic technology 

and was recently inducted into the 
Space Foundation Technology Hall of Fame.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. EEN25702
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Offer Code Price $49 + S&P Save $50
PLUS receive the Navigator™ Gold 
absolutely FREE!—2 pairs for the 
price of one!

18003332045
Your Insider Offer Code: EEN25702
You must use this insider offer code to 
get our special price.

Rating
of A+

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

Stauer®

† Special price only for customers using the offer code
versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

But When Driving, 
These Sunglasses 
May Save Your Life!

Navigator™ Gold Stainless Steel Sunglasses

Navigator™
Black Stainless

Steel Sunglasses

Studies by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration

(NHTSA) show that most (74%) 
of the crashes occurred 

on clear, sunny days

Drivers’ Alert: Driving in fall and winter can 
expose you to the most dangerous glare…
do you know how to protect yourself?

Receive  the Navigator™ Gold 
Sunglasses (a $99 value) FREE! 
just for trying the Navigator™ Black

Fitons available for
$39+S&H
Black or TortoiseShell design

Advertisement
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This is my final “Cease Fire” column. Since Septem-
ber 2010, I’ve had the honor of speaking to the readers of 
America’s Civil War on a wide variety of topics linking 
wartime memory with modern events. And it seems al- 

swan song column, like my debut one, should explore the 
topic to which I’ve devoted more than 40 years of re-
search and writing: Abraham Lincoln.

Lincoln died more than 150 years ago. That he changed 
this country forever is indisputable. The war he waged to 
save the union and end slavery was won long ago. But 
his ambition to preserve the American experiment, and 
to pave the way to middle-class opportunity for all, still 

-
plete it is as hotly disputed as ever.

 
enon: the effort by both Democratic and Republican presi-
dential candidates to “get right” with Lincoln. Or, more 
to the point, to somehow get Lincoln on his or her side.

-
coln’s memory, at its essence a battle to interpret and 
enact Lincoln’s economic vision. What was it? In Lin-
coln’s own words, simply to clear the path of laudable 
pursuit for all, to give all an equal chance. Although the 

of course was destroying the biggest obstacle to opportu-
-

ties. He advocated for internal improvements (what 
today we call economic development and infrastructure). 

By Harold Holzer

CEASE FIRE

IT’S TIME TO 
‘GET RIGHT’ WITH 

LINCOLN

Abraham Lincoln delivers 
his Gettysburg Address on 

November 19, 1863.



He believed in investments in education. He believed in 

death toll, that America’s population had actually risen 

believed in taxation. And he believed every worker 
should one day be able to work for himself, and to employ 
others in the future.

Sound clear? Well, of course facts on the ground have 
shifted in the past century and a half, so how best to get 
right with Lincoln’s vision has never been settled. Wood-

 
vision, had Theodore Roosevelt’s executive-oriented pro-
gressivism to contend with. Republican Herbert Hoover 

-

just won the Pulitzer Prize for Abe Lincoln in Illinois
The battle continued unabated into the postwar era. 

-
ard Nixon. Both Presidents Bush admired Lincoln, as 

-
-

but was anyone listening?
How can such philosophically diverse politi-

cians embrace Lincoln’s message when their own 
messages are so incompatible? That’s the issue—
and the concern. Perhaps no more reckless misuse 
of Lincoln ever occurred than when former Presi-

-
tional Convention, recited an irresistible litany of 
advice that Lincoln, he told his audience, had com-
posed to warn all future time about the dangers of class 

day New York Times correspondent—and Lincoln ex-
pert—Herbert Mitgang exposed those words as a hoax. 

by a conservative Brooklyn minister in the style of Lin-
coln—but have been carelessly adapted as Lincoln’s own 
many times since.

-
tunity in advancing her own economic program. At least 

Republican contender Rand Paul not once, but twice, 

So how do we guard against the tendency to misattrib- 
ute and misuse Lincoln in the name of partisan politics? 
First, be skeptical. Second, do your own research—and 

partake of a host of authoritative reality checks. The on-
line version of the Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln 

Recollected Words of 
Lincoln
words—along with ratings assessing their authenticity. 

-

know a more cheerfully helpful Lincoln scholar.
And there’s always my own interpretation of the phe-

nomenon—featured in my new book, A Just and Generous 
Nation: Abraham Lincoln and the Fight for American Op-
portunity

-
pretation of what Lincoln might have thought or done in 

end. Feel free to contact me at haroldholzer.com.

CEASE FIRE

presidential hopefuls 
has extended across 

both sides of the 
aisle, from John F. 

Kennedy and Hillary 
Rodham Clinton to 

Ronald Reagan.
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“I see the [New York]  Herald is constantly harping 
on the assertion that Gettysburg was fought by the corps 
commanders and common soldiers, and that no general-
ship was displayed. I suppose after awhile it will be dis-
covered I was not at Gettysburg at all,” grumbled George 
G. Meade to his wife on December 7, 1863. He was not 
far off the mark. Criticism in the press of Meade’s 
perform ance in the Gettysburg Campaign began right 
after Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia escaped  
across the Potomac and continued that winter. Helping 
to fuel the negative commentary was a faction in the 
Army and government that disagreed with Joe Hooker’s 
removal from command of the Army of the Potomac and 
sought his return. To achieve this, Meade needed to go.

Between February and April 1864, the Congressional 
Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War (CCW) con-
ducted an inquiry into the battle that did lasting damage 
to Meade’s reputation. Although the committee ques-

Scott Hancock and Seth Williams, it also sought the tes-
timony of hostile generals, including Dan E. Sickles and 

hearings that color Meade’s reputation to this day. First, 
-

tantly forced to make battle? Second, did he want to re-
treat? Third, why did he fail to attack Lee when his bat-
tered army was backed up against the Potomac?

important difference between whether Meade planned or 
chose

Lee at a picked position behind Pipe Creek, in northern 
Maryland, and had orders distributed on the morning of 
July 1 for such a contingency. But Meade’s actions are 

on July 1, he didn’t hesitate to scrap his Pipe Creek 
plans and commit his entire army to battle. He made 
that decision without knowledge of the ground and be-
fore he received a report from Hancock, who took com-

Hancock reported that the Gettysburg position “appears 
not unfavorable with good troops”—not exactly a rousing 
endorsement. Had Meade been the general many of his 
enemies made him out to be, Hancock’s dispatch was 

By D. Scott Hartwig

The Betrayal of 
george Meade 

“I suppose after awhile  
it will be discovered I was 
not at Gettysburg at all”

— George G. Meade on the  
Battle of Gettysburg
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good cover for falling back to Pipe Creek. But there was 
no equivocation in Meade’s orders or his determination 
to concentrate the army and risk battle at Gettysburg.

In his CCW testimony, III Corps commander Sickles 

Gettysburg on July 1, he knew Meade’s “plan of opera-
tions…changed again on [July 2], and that he resumed, 
in substance, the plan that he had on [July 1]…which 
was to fall back to Pipe creek, or to some place in that 
neighborhood.” Meade, Sickles charged, wanted to re-
treat even before the battle had really been joined. His 
evidence was hearsay, but he delivered his testimony as 

Meade inherited from Hooker, buttressed Sickles’ testi-
mony by stating that on the morning of July 2 Meade 
“directed me to prepare an order to withdraw the army 
from that position,” meaning the Gettysburg location it 
had just occupied. What Meade actually did was have 

to familiarize themselves with the road network “in view 
of movements in any directions.” As Meade explained to 
the CCW, this was to have the army “ready, in case I 
should desire to retreat or do anything else, to issue the 

do what any competent commander should do: prepare 
for possible contingencies. But there is a tendency to be-
lieve Meade should have divined Lee’s intentions to at-
tack on July 2–3, so contingency plans for a retreat or 

The corps commanders’ meeting the night of July 2 
also provided fodder for Meade’s enemies in their claim 
he secretly wanted to retreat and was prevented from 
doing so only because his commanders voted to remain 

-
tory as a council of war, Meade did not intend it as such. 

“I never called these meetings councils,” Meade told the 
CCW; “they were consultations, and they were probably 
more numerous and more constant in my case, from the 
fact that I had just assumed command of the army, and 
felt that it was due to myself to have the opinions of high 

turned it into a council when he posed a series of ques-
tions to the corps commanders about whether the army 
should retreat, hold its position or attack. In hindsight, 
the fact that Meade allowed a vote made him look inde-
cisive—but he was likely also curious what his subordi-

ever, all his actions on July 2 were those of a commander 

A furious Lincoln was among those certain a great op-
portunity had been lost by Lee’s escape on the night of 
July 13–14, and many shared his opinion. “Our army are 
greatly incensed at the bad generalship displayed by 
General Meade, in not attacking Lee,” complained one 
enlisted man. But others considered the idea that they 
could have easily destroyed Lee’s army “the biggest non-
sense you can think of.” Still, the CCW found Lee’s es-

cape fertile ground. A string of witnesses—
Sickles, Abner Doubleday, Albion Howe and 
Alfred Pleasonton—all condemned Meade’s 
timidity. In Howe’s view, “with a compara-

been thrown into utter disorder, and could 
not have got across the river.” Doubleday 
and Pleasonton offered similar comments. 

demoralized, out of ammunition and easy 
pickings for destruction. Only incompetence 
or overcaution allowed them to escape. But 
Sickles and Doubleday had never seen the 

seem to have forgotten Antietam, when 
Lee’s worn-down army had fought with a 
river to its back without entrenchment. If 
experience was any guide, there was no 

-
stroy the Army of Northern Virginia, and experienced 

-
ward were impressed with its strength. One deemed it 
“the strongest I have seen yet,” adding, “My opinion is 
most decided that we could not carry it.”

All military operations entail risk. It is the command-
er’s duty to evaluate that risk and decide what is unac-
ceptable. This is rarely a clear decision. But in retro-
spect, and armed with the knowledge of how well armies 
attacking entrenched positions fared in 1864 and 1865, 
it seems manifest that Meade displayed prudent judg-
ment in not attacking Lee.

FROM THE CROSSROADS

Meade met with his 
commanders in the 
front room of Lydia 
Leister’s farm on the 

evening of July 2. 
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5 QUESTIONS

The War That Forged a Nation 
By James McPherson  

Oxford University Press  
2015, $27.95

A NATION 
FORGED 
BY WAR
JAMES MCPHERSON’S LATEST 

WORKS DISCOVER NEW 
MEANING IN OUR HISTORY

Interview by Allen Barra

James McPherson is a professor emeritus  
of U.S. History at Princeton University 
whose modern classic Battle Cry of Freedom 
earned the Pulitzer Prize in 1989. McPherson 
recently talked with America’s Civil War 
about two of his latest books, Embattled 
Rebel: Jefferson Davis as Commander in  
Chief and The War That Forged a Nation: 
Why the Civil War Still Matters.

In The War That Forged a Nation, you examine the 
concepts of “negative liberty” and “positive liberty.”  
Can you provide a practical example of both?

A good example is freedom of the press. It is usually defined as a 
negative liberty: freedom from government interference with what a 
writer writes or a reader reads. But an illiterate person cannot enjoy 
such freedom because he cannot read or write. He suffers not from 
restraint, but from the absence of a capacity to read and write—an 
absence of a positive liberty. Slaves suffered from this same absence 
of a positive liberty, and Lincoln’s “new birth of freedom” was a grant 
of the capacity to make the most of their new freedom.

1



We read so little in our history books about the Mexican 
War. Do you believe the acquisition of Mexican territory by 
the United States made our civil war inevitable?

It didn’t make the Civil War inevitable, but by reopening the 
vexed issue of the question of slavery’s expansion into new territories, 
it certainly made ultimate war more likely, for this was the issue that 
roiled American politics from the first introduction of the Wilmot Pro-
viso in 1846 down to the secession of seven Southern states in 1860-
1861 in response to the election of a president on a platform of slavery’s 
exclusion from the territories.

I particularly enjoyed your chapter on Admirals Samuel 
Francis DuPont and David Glasgow Farragut. Where do 
you rank Farragut in importance with the leading Union 
commanders of the land armies?

I would rank Farragut right behind Grant and Sherman as deserv-
ing principal credit for Union victory. This ranking might surprise the 
champions of George Thomas and Phil Sheridan, and I admit that their 
contributions might be pretty close to Farragut’s. But the capture of New 
Orleans was one of the most important strategic successes of the war, 
leading to Union control of the Lower Mississippi Valley, and the capture 
of Mobile Bay helped reverse a string of Union military disappointments 
in 1864 that had sapped Northern morale almost to the breaking point.

I was surprised to find, in Embattled Rebel, that you have 
such a high regard for Jefferson Davis as commander in 
chief. How would you rank Davis’ performance with that 
of Abraham Lincoln as a military commander?

I wouldn’t say that my book demonstrates a high regard for Davis as 
commander in chief. But in comparison to other Confederate leaders, 
I think he did a better job than most contemporaries and historians 
have given him credit for—perhaps a B-, let’s say, instead of the usual 
C-. I think Lincoln deserves an A-, though I might be willing to 
acknowledge that perhaps it is no better than B+. But that was 
enough to win the war. Lincoln’s task—and the Union Army’s and 
Navy’s tasks—were considerably harder than the Confederate 

task. The Confederacy could have won the 
war by not losing; the Union had to win it 
by winning, and Lincoln (along with Grant, 
Sherman, Farragut and the others) finally ac-
complished that task.

The recent controversy over the 
Confederate battle flag is an 
example of how the Civil War 
still touches our lives today. 
Can you see a legitimate reason 

why the Confederate battle flag should 
still be flying on public grounds?

I think the Confederate battle flag should not 
fly in any public arena that carries implica-
tions for contemporary political and social 
ideologies. From the time of the Dixiecrat 
Party of 1948, if not earlier, through the Ku 
Klux Klan and other organizations and indi-
viduals that opposed equal rights under the 
Constitution, the flag has been employed as 
a symbol of white supremacy. That symbol 
became so deeply ingrained in our culture 
that it can scarcely be separated from such a 
meaning when it is flown on the grounds of 
a state capitol, emblazoned on license plates, 
incorporated in state flags and the like. In a 
purely historical context, such as a Civil War 
battlefield park, a historical museum, as a 
cover design on a Civil War book, for exam-
ple, the flag seems legitimate to me because 
it is an essential part of our history.
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 David G. Farragut 
captures New 

Orleans in 1862, as 
depicted by Julian 
Oliver Davidson. 

captured from 
Colonel Hector M. 

McKethan’s Brigade 
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Under Fire
Though many 

were facing enemy 
fire for the first 
time, the Union 
Marines per-

formed admirably 
at First Bull Run. 
It didn’t help that 
they had to wear 
heavy wool blue 
uniforms during 

the July 1861 
battle. This button 
comes from one of 

those uniforms.
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Was the First Battle of Bull Run the low 
point in the Marine Corps’ 240-year 
history? In studying the battle over the 
years, I had always accepted that it was. 
Just too many accounts had declared with 
smug satisfaction that when Colonel Andrew 
Porter’s brigade—and, for that matter, most 
of the Union army—retreated from the 
battlefield during the afternoon fighting, 
the 350-man battalion of mostly green U.S. 
Marines on Henry Hill willingly fled with 
them. Corps commandant Colonel John 
Harris was among those to express anguish, 
writing: “It is the first instance recorded in 
its history where any portion of its members 
turned their backs to the enemy.”

When we decided to pay homage to Civil 
War Marines in our March Portfolio (P. 36), 
our goal was a colorful look at weapons, 
historic photos, rare artifacts and uniforms. 
But as we worked on the issue, I couldn’t 
shake the First Bull Run question. There had 
to be more to that story.

Seems I was mostly right. For one thing, 
though it’s hard to imagine any Marine 
saying there isn’t a right time to fight, I can’t 
overlook the fact that the battalion probably 
shouldn’t have been on the field in the first 
place that day. Its commander, Major John 
G. Reynolds, and a few of his subordinates 
were seasoned veterans, but only seven of 
324 privates in four companies had served 
prior to the war—most signed up in June. 
Also, orders for the Marines to join Porter’s 
infantry came only a week before the battle.

Despite their inexperi-
ence, the Marines initially 
fought well. But the tide 
changed in the afternoon, after 
veteran 2nd Lt. Robert E. Hitchcock was de-
capitated by a cannonball. Hitchcock’s death 
came shortly before the memorable attack 
by Brig. Gen. Thomas Jackson’s Virginians 
on Ricketts’ and Griffin’s batteries on Henry 
Hill, which completely unhinged the Union 
line. The Marines were caught in the cluster 
of Federals running madly for their lives.

What is overlooked in many accounts is 
the Marines’ subsequent response: Behind 
Reynolds, they mounted three determined 
counterattacks before finally being forced 
to join the army’s general retreat toward 
Washington. Daniel Conrad, the 2nd Virginia 
Infantry’s surgeon, paid tribute when he not-
ed that “…the only men that were killed and 
wounded twenty or thirty yards…in the rear 
of our lines were the United States Marines.”

First Bull Run wasn’t the Marines’ finest 
moment, but neither was it their worst. They 
deserve much credit, in fact, for making the 
deepest penetration through the Rebel lines 
the entire battle, suffering 49 casualties.

In closing, I want to express my gratitude 
to distinguished Lincoln scholar Harold Hol-
zer, whose final “Cease Fire” column appears 
in this issue. Harold, a valuable contributor 
to ACW for many years, was recently named 
Jonathan Fanton Director of the Roosevelt 
House Public Policy Institute at New York’s 
Hunter College. —Chris Howland

EDITORIAL



All Eyes Upon Him
Joe Hooker (and his 

white horse) take 
center stage in James 

Walker’s painting 
The Battle of Lookout 

Mountain. 
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with the Union commander in 
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Fighting Joe Hooker 
Gets a Second Chance 

at Chattanooga
By Ethan S. Rafuse
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lthough Hooker was well-known for 
his petulance, he was not the only 
one concerned about Union pros-
pects at Chattanooga, Tenn., in 
the wake of the Army of the Cum-
berland’s humbling defeat at 
Chickamauga in September. 
But recent changes in leader-

hope, as Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant assumed overall com-
mand at Chattanooga and 

Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas replaced William Rose-
crans atop the Army of the Cumberland. Under their 
direc tion, the Federals were ready to implement a plan 
to break the Southern siege of Chat tanooga, a scheme 
in which Hooker was supposed to play a major role. Yet, 
Dana noted in his report, Hooker seemed “as truculent 
toward the plan he is now to execute as toward the 
impotence and confusion of the old regime.”

In the past 12 months, Hooker’s inability to deal 
appropriately with anyone he deemed his inferior had 
compromised the Army of the Potomac’s ability to win 

at Chancellorsville in May. It had also led to the Lin-
coln ad  ministration’s accepting his offer of resignation 
from command of that army in June, just before the 
Battle of Gettysburg. Now, in Alabama, it seemed clear 
that Hooker had not learned from recent experience.

To be fair, others had contributed to Hooker’s 
blindness in this regard—not least among them 
Abraham Lincoln, who remained fond of the gener-
al. A man of undeniable military ability, Hooker 
possessed considerable charm and charisma and in-

-
ing Major General I have seen,” one man proclaimed 
after encountering Hooker, “over 6 feet high—well 

-
-

pecially important to Lincoln, Hooker had a taste 

claimed he didn’t like the nickname “Fighting Joe,” 
but it was apt.

When Lincoln asked Hooker if he would 
be willing to take command of two corps de-
tached from the Army of the Potomac and 
sent to assist the Army of the Cumberland 
after its defeat at Chickamauga, Ga., in 
September 1863, Fighting Joe didn’t hesi-

Washington on September 28, and the War 
Department moved his two corps more 
than 1,100 miles in nine days. The general 
reached Stevenson, Ala., on October 2. His 
XI Corps, under Maj. Gen. Oliver O. How-
ard, pushed forward to Bridgeport later 
that week, and the XII Corps, under Maj. 
Gen. Henry W. Slocum, was sent to protect 
the railroad between Stevenson and Mur-

freesboro, Tenn. Slocum’s detachment was undoubted-
ly motivated in part by a need to get away from Hooker. 
In fact, Slocum had worked for his removal from com-
mand of the Army of the Potomac after Chancellors-
ville, writing to Lincoln that he would resign his 
commission if he was again placed under Hooker’s 
command. Hooker’s relationship with Howard was 
likewise strained, as Hooker believed—with some jus-

at Chancellorsville belonged on Howard’s shoulders.
Hooker did have a fairly good rapport with Thom-

as, his immediate superior, but the same could not be 
said of his dealings with Grant and Maj. Gen. William 
T. Sherman. Hooker wasn’t helped by an incident in 
October just after Grant arrived in Stevenson, en 
route to assuming command at Chattanooga. As 
Grant was in his railroad car talking with Howard, a 
member of Hooker’s staff entered and announced a 
carriage was available to take Grant to Hooker’s 
headquarters. “If General Hooker wishes to see me,” 

train, but that episode no doubt left a bad impression.
As Hooker’s men endeavored to keep the railroad 

operating, Grant formulated plans for dealing with 
General Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, which 
occupied ground on and around Missionary Ridge and 
Lookout Mountain that dominated Chattanooga, en-
abling Bragg’s forces to interdict the Tennessee River 
and the railroad that led from the Union depot at Ste-
venson to Chattanooga. Shortly after reaching Chat-
tanooga, Grant established a plan for breaking the 
siege. Hooker would advance east from Bridgeport 
along the railroad to Lookout Valley while elements 
from Thomas’ army commanded by Brig. Gen. Wil-
liam Hazen pushed across the Tennessee at Brown’s 
Ferry into Lookout Valley to link up with Hooker.

On October 27, Hazen’s force made a surprise 
crossing of the river to secure Brown’s Ferry. That 
same day, Hooker and his command, consisting of 
Brig. Gen. John White Geary’s division and Howard’s 
two divisions, began marching east from Bridgeport 

at sunrise, with Howard’s men in front. 
Following the railroad and screened by 
two companies of cavalry, the Federals 
pushed forward until they reached White-
side, in the gap just east of Lookout Valley 
that separated Raccoon Mountain to the 
north and Sand Mountain to the south. 
The following morning Hooker and his 
6,000- to 7,000-man column entered Look-
out Valley, turned north and passed 
through Wauhatchie, linking up with  
Hazen’s men in the afternoon.

A

The Rock of Chickamauga
Maj. Gen. George Thomas was one of only a few 
Union commanders who got along with Hooker.



‘Every inch a soldier’
 

looking Major General  
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Close Quarters
Thomas Nast depicted 

the Union’s  success 
of November 24, 1863, 
in a drawing subtitled 

General Hooker 
Fighting Among the 

Clouds.



Shortly after midnight, Hooker was 

coming from Wauhatchie, three miles to 
the south, where he had—rejecting advice 
from Hazen to concentrate his entire force 
and adopt a more compact line—left 
Geary’s division alone to watch the rear. 
Hooker now directed Howard to move his 
corps south, but by the time they reached 

coordinated Confederate attacks.

reached Grant and Thomas on October 29, 
they made their way there. Thomas wrote 
Hooker the following day to “heartily con-
gratulate you and the troops under your 
command at the brilliant success you 
gained,” but Grant was less impressed. In 
a report to Washington the morning after 
the battle, his ally Dana noted Hooker’s 
failure to take Hazen’s advice and having 
left Geary isolated. That afternoon Dana 
sent another message, saying, “Hooker has 
behaved badly ever since his arrival” and 
Grant “would himself order Hooker and 
Slocum away, but hesitates because they 
have been sent here by the President.”

Hooker was ordered to occupy and forti-
fy a strong line in Lookout Valley. On re-
ceiving a division from Thomas’ army, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft, 
to aid him, he posted it at Whiteside to 
guard the railroad. He also prepared his 
report on Wauhatchie, doing himself no  
favors by failing to praise division com-
mander Carl Schurz, a political ally of the 
Lincoln administration. Meanwhile Dana 
continued to send negative reports, declar-
ing on November 6 that “Hook  er seems to 
pay little attention to his duties.”

men’s performance at Wauhatchie, his 

“Here there is a total lack of system and 
administrative ability,” he groused to Sec-
retary of the Treasury Salmon Chase on 
No  vember 3, adding: “It is felt in all 

-
pable of doing his duty is really a luxury.”

In early November, the Rebel forces 
-

cantly diminished. Grant wanted his old 
Army of the Tennessee, now led by Sher-
man, to take advantage of the opening. He 
drew up a plan that gave his friend the 
lead role in defeating Bragg. Sherman, 

-
vember 14, would take up a position to the 
left of the Army of the Cumberland and 
attack the Confederate right on Mission-
ary Ridge, supported by Thomas. How-
ard’s corps would be detached from 

Hooker’s command and bolster the effort 
against Missionary Ridge, leaving Hooker 
only Geary’s and Cruft’s divisions in Look-
out Valley. He was to hold his position 
while Sherman won the battle.

Being relegated to such a marginal role, 
of course, did not appeal to Hooker. When 
Howard’s corps left Lookout Valley on  
November 22, Hooker asked Thomas for 
permission to accompany it, but Thomas 
instead ordered Hooker to conduct a 
demonstration on the 24th against the  
enemy on Lookout Mountain. Brig. Gen. 
Peter J. Osterhaus’ division was added to 
Hook  er’s command, and Fighting Joe was 
authorized to turn his demonstration into 
a full attack on Lookout Mountain if his 
“demonstration should develop its practi-
cality.” Not surprisingly, he determined 
such an assault was eminently practicable.

November 24 was rainy, with poor visi-
bility. Hooker knew he and the roughly 
9,700 men under his command faced a chal-
lenge. “Viewed from whatever point,” he 
later reported, “Lookout Mountain, with its 
high palisaded crest, and its steep, rugged 
and rocky, and deeply-furrowed slopes, pre-
sented an imposing barrier…and when to 
these natural obstacles were added almost 
interminable, well-planned, and well- 
constructed defenses, held by Americans, 
the assault became an enterprise worthy of 
the ambition and renown of the troops to 
whom it would be entrusted.”

The Confederates had only four bri-
gades defending the mountain, two from 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin Cheatham’s Division 
(led by Brig. Gen. John K. Jackson) and two 
from Maj. Gen. Carter Stevenson’s Division. 
About two-thirds of the way up the moun-
tain, steep slopes gave way to a plateau, 
punctuated with houses and farms. On its 
lower edge, Cheatham’s men had their main 
defensive line, with pickets post  ed behind 
Lookout Creek, which runs north toward 
the Tennessee along the mountain’s north-
ern and western base, and Chattanooga 
Creek on its eastern base. Between the shelf 
and the top of the mountain was a steep rock 
face. Stevenson’s men were positioned at the 
top, with two batteries of artillery. De-
fending the western slope was Brig. Gen. 
Edward C. Walthall and his brigade of 
fewer than 1,500 men. Walthall positioned 
one of his regiments along Lookout Creek, 
one on the slopes of the mountain facing 
south, and held the third in reserve.

Hooker’s offensive began with Geary’s 
division and Brig. Gen. Walter C. Whita- 
ker’s brigade from Cruft’s division mov-
ing south up Lookout Valley, with orders 
to cross Lookout Creek near Wauhatchie 

Key Players
Brig. Gens. John  

Geary (top) and Peter 
Osterhaus (above) led 

Hooker’s attack on 
Lookout Mountain, 
which was defended 
by only four Rebel 

brigades—two under 
Maj. Gen. Benjamin 
Cheatham (below).
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and then sweep north along the western slope. 
Cruft’s other brigade, commanded by Colonel Wil-
liam Grose, was to advance directly against the 
creek, while Osterhaus’ division moved south from 
Brown’s Ferry to join Grose.

Grose pushed forward at 6:45 a.m. and by 9 had 

pits near their bridgehead. As Grose’s men exchanged 

more Rebels moving down the mountain. Under or-

word arrived from Geary as to his progress against 
the Confederate left, Grose’s men continued exchang-

-
rected Osterhaus to have Brig. Gen. Charles R. Woods’ 

yards upriver from where Grose’s men were engaged. 
-

ments at the bridge and have the other four 
-

Rebels.

up Lookout Valley. Finding Lookout Creek 
too deep to ford, his pioneers built a bridge 

moved up the slope. Geary soon found him-

deploying his command about three miles 
south of Point Lookout. Shortly after 9 
a.m., Geary advanced, overwhelming the 
single regiment defending Walt hall’s left. 
Soon Walt hall’s command was in trouble, 
with Union artillery holding his men in 
place for Geary to overrun as they drove 

directing the two regiments Grose had left 

line, in Cruft’s words, “marching steadily 
and slowly along the mountain side and 
gradually ascending it as they advanced.”

Waters’ men seized the bridge and 
pushed skirmishers across the creek. By 
then Woods’ command had laid down a 
bridge farther downstream and was cross-
ing. Woods’ men began moving along the 
slope, the unit’s left resting on the Chatta-
nooga Road. This placed Woods’ men on the 
left of Geary’s advancing command. When 
his men approached the slope’s northern 
end, Geary directed Colonel Charles Can-
dy’s brigade on the left to make a half 
wheel, so his command would converge as 
it pushed toward Point Lookout.

wrote, “A few of the en emy escaped from 

upon our infantry and were captured…. 
[T]he troops on the mountain rushed on in 
their advance, the right passing directly 
under the muzzles of the enemy’s guns on 
the summit, climbing over ledges and bowl-

ders [sic], up hill and down, furiously driving the en-
emy.” By noon, Geary’s men were moving around the 

-
-

him continue on. The Confederates attempted to ral-
ly at the Robert Cravens Farm, where they had pre-

Walthall tried to gather up what was left of his bri-

up position on Walthall’s right. But Walthall’s men 
could not put up much resistance; fog hampered their 
vision, the terrain was rough and Geary’s men were 
following Walthall’s men too closely for the Rebel ar-
tillery to be effectively employed. Seeing Walthall’s 

-

As Geary pushed forward along the eastern slope, 

Leisure Shot
After the Battle of Lookout Mounain,   

78th Pennsylvania troops pose 
precariously on a rocky outcropping. 



the clouds suddenly dropped into the valleys, making 
it hard for Hooker to see what was happening in the 

the Clouds.” Elsewhere the Federals could see their 
-

-

side, extending from Chattanooga Creek on the left to 
-

ening the position, Hooker reported to Thomas that 

-

the mountain from the Southern lines on Missionary 

10 a.m., Hooker ordered his command to advance to-
ward the gap in Missionary Ridge at Rossville. Oster-

-

-

-
tion from the south, while Thomas assaulted Mis-

-
-

Chattanooga.

-
cal of rivals. Writing to Salmon Chase, he exulted at 

-

and end on the left, while it commenced and ended on 
the right.” Sherman, he declared, had proved himself 

-

Months later Hooker wrote to Secretary of War 

-

-

-
acterized criticism of his conduct at Chattanooga as 

-
-

will never forgive me for having knocked all his plans 
-
-

-

-

-
pelling reasons to determine that such a man could 
no longer have a place in their army. 

Ethan S. Rafuse, who teaches history at the U.S. 
Army Command General Staff College, is the author 
of 
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Mountain Lions
Six men from the 8th 
Kentucky (U.S.), an Army  
of the Cumberland regiment 
detailed to Hooker’s 
force for the assault, had 
the singular distinction 
of climbing to the very 
northern tip of Lookout 
Mountain to post the United 
States flag so that Union 
troops in Chattanooga could 
see the banner when dawn 
broke on November 25. 

At right, the Kentuckians 
who undertook the mission 
reenact their climb for a 
post-battle image. Captain 
John Wilson commanded the 
squad, and after their daring 
success, he was pleased to 
note that he and his men 
were lauded as the “lions of 
the day in the Union army,” 
and were rewarded with a 
30-day furlough.
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DEATH 
BY 
Moonlight
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By Eric Ethier

Longstreet’s MeN paid a high
price for a night attack 

at wauhatchie

“Night attacks are specially valuable against troops who have been defeated and 
are retreating,” Edward Porter Alexander, Lt. Gen. James Longstreet’s fabled chief 
of artillery, wrote in 1907. “They are of little value under any other circumstances.” 
Porter’s postwar barb sprang from his recollections of the October 28-29, 1863,  
Confederate attack at Wauhatchie, Tenn., where the enemy had most certainly not 
been on the run.

Risky Venture
Lt. Gen. James 

Longstreet 
attempted to 

damage on the 
enemy as might 
be accomplished 

the shadow of 
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supply route, what became known as the Cracker Line, to their besieged troops in Chattanooga.



‘Destroying Angel’
Right: The death of his son Edward at 
Wauhatchie both “bereaved and trans-

formed” XII Corps commander John W. 
Geary, who lamented to his wife, “I have 
been like a destroying angel ever since…
carrying terror and terrible destruction 
wherever it has pleased God to direct  

my footsteps.” Left: Forage cap with the  
XII Corps’ “white star” badge. Below: 
Union boats cross the river at Brown’s  

 in the 
western shadow of Lookout 
Mountain was sparked by the 
Confederates’ siege of Union- 
occupied Chattanooga in the 
fall of 1863. Helming the Union 
Army of the Cumberland, Maj. 
Gen. William Rosecrans had deft-
ly maneuvered General Braxton 
Bragg’s Army of Tennessee out of 

that city in early September. But Bragg quickly turned the 
tables—shocking Rosecrans at nearby Chickamauga Ga., 
on September 19-20, and then surrounding the disorgan-
ized Federals after they returned to Chattanooga.

With limited numbers and options, Bragg aimed to starve 
Rosecrans out of the city, which sat tucked in an elbow of 
the winding Tennessee River. The quarrelsome Tar Heel 
therefore deployed his infantry along the base of rugged 
Missionary Ridge, to the east, and atop sloping Lookout 
Mountain, which loomed to the southwest. He tasked his 
wide-ranging cavalry with interdicting city-bound Federal 
supply trains.

For roughly a month the armies sat in place. Within each, 

command while famished soldiers scrounged for food. Bragg 
dismissed a handful of subordinates and narrowly avoid-
ed being sacked himself. On October 19, Union Maj. Gen.  
Ulysses S. Grant assumed command of the massive new  
Military Division of the Mississippi, and immediately  
replaced Rosecrans with Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas. 

Grant’s next object was to uncork the supply line from the 
Federal depot at Bridgeport, Ala., to Chattanooga’s back 
door. He quickly authorized a plan to secure Lookout Val-
ley, through which both trains and wagons could rumble, 
and Brown’s Ferry, which occupied a bend of the Tennessee 
River three miles north of Lookout Mountain.

Early on October 27, a small Union force drove off Brown’s 
Ferry’s surprised Rebel defenders. The next day a long blue 
column appeared in Lookout Valley—shocking both Bragg 
and James Longstreet, who commanded the Confederate 
army’s left wing. The Federal force comprised some 6,500 
reinforcements from the Army of the Potomac’s XI and XII 
corps. That army’s former commander, Maj. Gen. Joseph 
Hooker, led the bulk of the column to Brown’s Ferry. A 
1,500-man rear guard under Brig. Gen. John Geary halted 
three miles short of the river to secure the isolated rail junc-
tion at tiny Wauhatchie Station. Thus was born the “Crack-
er Line,” across which the trickle of Union supplies would 

Angered by this turn of events, Bragg told Longstreet to 
do something about it. But by now, the corps commander’s 
options were restricted. Hooker’s numbers and position 
made an assault on Brown’s Ferry a risky long shot at best. 
And Geary’s exposed detachment was obviously within easy 
reach of support. Only the rations in Geary’s more vulnera-
ble wagons offered a practical temptation. And yet, as Long-

such damage upon the enemy as might be accomplished by 
surprise.” Whatever his true reasons, Longstreet rolled the 
dice on a night attack on Wauhatchie.
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The Federals’ capture of Brown’s Ferry set the stage for the Battle of Wauhatchie the next night. Aligning 
his men in a V formation, Brig. Gen. John W. Geary managed to hold off the attack by six Rebel regiments.



Longstreet put the operation in the hands of 
27-year-old Brig. Gen. Micah Jenkins. Dashing, 
ambitious and fated to die at the Wilderness the 
following May, the South Carolina native would 
one day be remembered by a cavalry cohort as 

would direct four brigades. Two of them (under 
the overall command of Brig. Gen. Evander Law) 
would seal off the Brown’s Ferry–Wauhatchie 
Road while his own brigade, temporarily under 
Colonel John Bratton, went after Geary. A fourth 
(Bennings’) would stand ready in support. From 
the start, however, confusion undermined this 
straightforward plan. Getting his troops into po-
sition in the dark, on rough terrain, set Jenkins 
back. Longstreet in fact would later assert that 
he had called off the attack. Regardless, Jenkins 
proceeded.

-
ing range of Geary’s six regiments just north of 
Wauhatchie. Then the sharp crack of Rebel 
muskets east and north of Geary’s camps 
echoed across Lookout Valley. Wasting no time, 

troops into a shield-like line that curled westward 
from the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad em-
bankment. The shroud of darkness didn’t help 
62-year-old Brig. Gen. George Sears Greene. 

-
land-born defender of Culp’s Hill at Gettysburg 
took a bullet through his jaw while directing his 
two New York regiments. Nor did it protect Gen-
eral Geary’s son, who died while serving one of 
the line-backing guns of the independent Knap’s 
Battery. For two hours Bratton pressed Geary 

Ammunition-starved Federals were forced 
to cut cartridge boxes from corpses in order 

Up the road, meanwhile, a second clash 
had erupted. Responding to the sound of 

Schurz and the second under Brig. Gen. 
Adolph von Steinwehr, to aid Geary. But 
as the Yankees hastened down the muddy 
road in the dark, Law’s troops opened up 
on them from wooded heights between the 
road and the mountain—drawing the Fed-

close quarters. Miscommunication between 
Hooker and Schurz kept the German’s re-
lief troops from reaching Wauhatchie until 
nearly dawn. Fortunately for the Federals, 
it wouldn’t matter. Shortly after 2 a.m., Jen-
kins, feeling the heat from the north, had or-
dered Bratton to withdraw.

Aside from a handful of rations swiped 
from Federal wagons, the attack on Wau-
hatchie netted the Confederates nothing. 

but those numbers were probably low. The 
Federals lost 78 killed, 327 wounded and  
15 missing. The rare night action served 
only to worsen Confederate squabbling, 
spur Longstreet’s departure for Knoxville, 
and darken the memories of men such as 
E.P. Alexander.

Eric Ethier, who writes from Attleboro, 
Mass., is a regular contributor to America’s 
Civil War. 

Battle of 
Wauhatchie
(Oct. 28-29, 1863)

FIGHT FACTS
Forces 
Engaged:
Confederate: Hood’s Division  
     (Longstreet’s Corps)
Union: XI Corps; XII Corps  
     (2nd Division)

Estimated Casualties: 
Confederate: 408
Union: 420  

Campaign: 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Commanders: 
Confederate: Brig. Gen. Micah Jenkins
Union: Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker

Outcome:
Union victory

Mighty Scourge
Other than Nathan 
Bedford Forrest, no 
cavalryman caused 

more distress for 
the Yankees in the 
Western Theater 

than Joe Wheeler, 
who was wounded 

three times but  
survived the war.

Young Eagle
Brig. Gen. Micah 
Jenkins, Long-
street’s capable 
subordinate.

Costly Wound
Union Brig. Gen.

George S. Greene, a 
hero at Gettysburg’s 
Culp’s Hill in July 
1863, had his jaw 
crushed and lost  

several teeth while 
leading his men  
at Wauhatchie.
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PORTFOLIO

EAGLE, GLOBE   



37MARCH 2016

W
U.S. MARINES 

IN THE CIVIL WAR

hen John Brown made his stand at Harpers 
Ferry, Va., in October 1859, U.S. Marines in 

Washington, D.C., were the closest military force 
that could respond. Even though they captured 

Brown well over a year before the Civil War started, their 
actions at Harpers Ferry would stand out as the Marines’ 
best-remembered moment of the war era. That’s not to say 
the Corps didn’t have its share of signature moments—for 
example, the Monitor–Virginia and Alabama–Kearsarge 
duels, Farragut’s capture of New Orleans and Mobile Bay, 
and the fall of Fort Fisher—but their effectiveness was 
decidedly weakened by low numbers, the loss of

By Land and Sea
Opposite: A U.S.  

Marine poses in a full-
dress frock coat with 

white leather belt, in an 
undated photo. Note the 
silver “M” on his cap’s 

brass light infantry horn, 
an emblem adopted in 
1859. Above left: The 

Marines’ iconic Eagle, 
Globe and Anchor  

insignia was approved in 
1868 by Civil War veteran 
Jacob Zeilin, the seventh 

USMC commandant. 
Zeilin also is credited 

with coining the phrase 
“...a few good men.” Above 
right: This Corps button 
was found in 1976 on the 

 AND ANCHOR



38 AMERICA’S CIVIL WAR

PORTFOLIO Semper Fi
Named Marine Corps 

commandant in 1859, Colonel 
John Harris weathered the 

defection to the Confederacy of at 

1864 at age 70, having served in 

The commandant’s chapeau and 
the dress frock coat he wears here, 
richly ornamented in gold bullion, 

promoted to colonel and comman-
dant the same day; while his 

epaulettes indicate the rank of 
colonel, the arrangement of 

-

“A ship without 
Marines is like  

a garment 

—Admiral David  
Glasgow Farragut
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Look Sharp!
Plates from an October 

1859 uniform regulations 
manual show the Corps’ 
distinctive red-trimmed 
blue uniforms. Favored 

since 1798, the same color 
scheme is still in use to-

summer dress uniforms, 
with lightweight trousers; 

duty uniforms; four enlist-
ed Marines on a ship, three 
in summer dress uniforms 
and one (right) wearing an 

undress uniform; a 
sergeant-major and three  
Corps musicians wearing 
reversed-color red coats, 

with the drum major 
sporting a bearskin busby.

men and officers to the Confederacy, and policy that called for Marines to 
serve mostly in supporting roles on gun crews or provide security on ships 
and at naval stations. Union Marine numbers for the war never topped 
4,000; the Confederacy had only 539. Still, 17 Marines would receive 
Medals of Honor—the first, Corporal John Mackie, for staying at his guns 
under relentless fire in defending the ironclad USS Galena at Drewry’s 
Bluff in May 1862. This portfolio showcases artifacts and images from a 
seldom-noted chapter of Marine history.  –Sarah Richardson
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PORTFOLIO

Unsheathed
Above: A  

Model 1859 Marine 
sword, manufac- 

tured by Horstmann 
& Sons of Philadel-

phia. The liner in the 
steel scabbard shows 
it was produced late 
in the war. Note that 
the NCO in the top 
photo, which dates  

to 1864, holds  
this model.

America’s Civil War 
thanks Gretchen Winterer 
and Bruce Allen of the 
National Museum of the 
Marine Corps for their 
help with this article.

Standard Issue
Above: The Model 1842 smoothbore musket carried by most Marines 
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Pistol With Punch
Left: This .58-caliber 

Model 1855 Pistol 
Carbine, with a  

detachable buttstock, 
was carried through-
out the war by 2nd 

Lt. Robert W.  
Huntington.

Stand and Defend

Washington, D.C. 
After Fort Sumter, 
Marines manned 

 

Below: The Marines 
-

a shako, from the 
French in 1859.  
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The Gallager Carbine found 
few fans in the Union Army

By Stuart Sanders

‘Not 
Equal 
     to a 
Bar of  
Iron’
When Confederate cavalry Colonel John Hunt Mor-
gan, the “Thunderbolt of the Confederacy,” raided Ken-
tucky to strike Federal lines of supply and communication 
in July 1862, he caught recently appointed Union Military 
District of Kentucky commander Brig. Gen. Jeremiah Til-
ford Boyle poorly prepared. Desperately short of troops 
and in even more need of weapons, Boyle bombarded U.S. 
Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton with a barrage of wor-
ried dispatches pleading for cavalrymen to catch the elu-
sive Morgan, as well as obtain the vital carbines that his 

As Boyle scrambled to raise troops to repel Morgan, 
the lack of suitable cavalry arms became starkly evident. 
Furthermore, the need to properly arm his recruits led to 

increasingly unpopular Gallager carbine. Morgan’s Raid, 
and the invasion of the Bluegrass State by three Confed-
erate armies a few weeks later (culminating in the Octo-
ber 8, 1862, Battle of Perryville), highlighted the Union 
cavalrymen’s armament preferences, led by the Sharps 
carbine, the Ballard carbine and, to a lesser degree, the 
Wesson carbine.

For Union authorities in Kentucky, the performance of 
the Gallager was the most questionable, and the worri-
some months of July and August 1862 brought the weapon’s 

-
perate need to arm recruits, he rejected the Gallager, cit-

 
reputation was already sullied by mid-1862, it was still 
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‘Unfit for Service’
Designed by Southerner 
Mahlon J. Gallager but 

manufactured in the 
North, the Gallager car-
bine proved notoriously 
unreliable, widely criti-

cized by Union cavalrymen 

for service.”

government—which was 
in such dire need of weapons to arm its growing 
armies that it was willing to write contracts for any that 
could shoot. The problem with the Gallager was that it 
frequently couldn’t.

The haphazard arming of Western cavalry regiments 
led to a wide array of weapons. When Colonel Frank Wol-
ford’s “Wild Riders,” the 1st Kentucky (Union) Cavalry, 
fought at Philadelphia, Tenn., on October 20, 1863, his 
troops carried Sharps, Burnside, Gallager and Cosmopo li-

volvers. Wolford’s men ran out of ammunition at Philadel-

procuring nine different types of ammunition.
By July 23, as Morgan’s Raid wound down, Boyle had 

nearly 1,200 cavalrymen waiting for arms and equipment. 
-

the Gallager, and he reported to the assistant secretary of 

War that “Gallagher [sic
not want them—prefer muskets to them.” When the War 

cartridges out often with screw-driver; men throw them 
away and take musket or any other arm. They are un-
questionably worthless....”

is not equal to a bar of iron. All of them returned.” Stan-
ton, however, tersely informed him that the Gallagers 
“were the best and only ones that could be sent.”

The much-maligned carbine had been designed by a 
Southerner, Mahlon J. Gallager of Savannah, Ga., who re-
ceived a patent for his design on July 17, 1860. Although 
he had hoped to manufacture his gun in the South, the 

manufacturing rights and produced it in that city.
The Gallager was a .50-caliber, 39-inch-long carbine 



ing and extraction mechanism. The breech-loading Gal-
lager had a trigger guard that doubled as a lever. De-
pressing the lever slid the barrel forward before tilting 
downward. To load, one placed a metal cartridge into the 
breech end of the barrel. Raising the lever pulled the bar-
rel up and back, pressing the base of the cartridge against 
the breech. The cartridge was a paper-covered brass or 
copper tube with a small hole at the base that, when the 

-
der in the cartridge.

V. Hogg, was that the “long and tortuous vent…soon 

problem arose when soldiers attempted to reload, because 

loading and extraction process was much like that of the 

Gallager cartridge, however, had no lip at the base, mak-

-
-

spent shell. Others found that the “cartridge wrench, 
which was attached to the screwdriver and provided with 
the Galla ger carbine, was effective in removing the struck 

Lieutenant Horace Porter of the Department of the 

[T]he Gallager carbine when well made, in the hands 

wrench in a convenient place for removing cartridge 

such troops and should give them such weapons as 
are most serviceable in their hands....

weighing 7½ pounds. Lacking a forestock, it 

front sight and a notched leaf rear sight. The gun also had 

-

Gallagers each month, but Richardson & Overman did 

-
-

-
nation screwdriver-nipple wrench and an extra cone. For 

also included. Richardson & Overman planned for mass 
production but never reached a large number of arms in 

-

In Memoriam
Jeremiah Boyle’s 

marble bust, on dis-
play at the Kentucky 
Historical Society.

Fatal Flaws
Field use exposed the Gallager’s 

poor design, particularly its long, 
easily fouled ignition vent.



Despite myriad complaints about the carbine, the need 
for cavalry arms remained pressing. As a result, the Fed-
eral government purchased approximately 18,000 Galla-
gers from 1861 to 1864. In 1862 the state of Ohio issued 
500 of them, and by that December 944 were in use by 
Federal cavalry. That number was dwarfed by the Sharps 
(13,645 in use), Smith (1,922), Merrill (1,040) and the ven-
erable Hall (1,909). The next year the Gallager was still 
being issued despite continued complaints. In April 1863, 
the 9th Pennsylvania Cavalry, the 10th Ohio Cavalry and 
the 4th Kentucky Cavalry carried it. A captain in the 10th 
Ohio captain fretted that in attempting to use 32 of the 

14 and three simply “burst.” Federal cavalry in the East-
ern Theater also used the Gallager, with 271 on hand at 
the Battle of Gettysburg.

As the war progressed, Western cavalry regiments 
continued to receive the problematic weapon. When 
Morgan raided Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana in July 
1863, the 1st Kentucky (Union) Cavalry carried Gal-
lagers and Burnsides in their pursuit of the “Thun-
derbolt.” At Chickamauga in September 1863, the 3rd 
Indiana Cavalry used Sharps, Smiths, Burnsides and 
Gallagers. That month, out of 45,000 carbines in Fed-
eral service, only 3,670 of them were Gallagers.

The complaints continued the following year. While 
the 9th Kansas Cavalry actually liked the carbine, of-

them and demanded Burnsides instead.
In January 1865, as the war was grinding to a close, 

tests on an “improved Gallagher [sic] carbine.” Wil-
son went into those trials with preconceived notions, 

by comparison with the [7-shot tubular magazine] 
Spencer, and that the troops of this army will receive 
no other without protest. There is no doubt that the 

hands of a soldier.” Among cavalry arms, the trou-
blesome Gallager quickly lost the race for suprema-
cy, easily bested by the Sharps, Burnside, Smith and 
Spencer carbines.

It’s therefore understandable that when Kentucky 
was threatened by Confederate forces in mid-1862, 

Sharps, but ultimately purchasing the Wesson, manu-
factured in nearby Cincinnati. Kentucky’s Military 
Board purchased 500 Wessons for the 7th Kentucky 
Cavalry, and Boyle hoped to procure more.

Compared to the Gallager, the Wesson was an ex-
quisite piece of military hardware. Lightweight, more 

-

nati-produced carbine was simple for the hard-pressed 
Boyle to procure. But like the Gallager, the Wesson never 
caught on as a popular cavalry carbine and remained a 
regional arm used primarily by Western units.

When the war ended, 5,000 surplus Gallagers were sent 
to the U.S. Ordnance Department. Of those, 2,500 were 
sent to the St. Louis Arsenal for use in operations against 
Indians, despite requests for the Spencer. By September 
1865, surplus Gallagers could be purchased at the Har-
pers Ferry Arsenal, and 39 unserviceable Gallagers were 
sold in bulk for $8.10. Nearly four years later, 1,139 of the 
carbines sold for 50 cents each.

Stuart W. Sanders is the author of Perryville Under Fire: 
The Aftermath of Kentucky’s Largest Civil War Battle, 
published by The History Press.

 .50 39 in. 7 lbs, 8 oz 17,800

 .52 39 in. 8 lbs 80,512

 .44 rimfire 38 in. 7 lbs, 8 oz 21,500

 .44 rimfire 39 in. 5 lbs, 12 oz 4,000

 .50 36.8 in 6 lbs 20,000

Federal & State
Union Military

PurchaseWeight
Overall
LengthCaliber

Gallager

Sharps

Ballard

Wesson

Maynard
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Embattled Icon
Conrad Wise Chapman’s 
painting of Fort Sumter 
dates from 1863, while 
it was in Rebel hands.

‘God Has 
Laid Us 
Very Low’
The end came with little fanfare
for Sumter’s staunch defenders

By Derek Smith
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he South had little to cheer about T
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EXCERPT

n early January he instructed his friend 
Sherman, whose veteran army was resting 

avenging strike north through the Carolinas. 

The Confederates were uncertain where the Union  

the Palmetto City was effectively already conquered 

instead through the interior of the state, destroying key 

Fort Sumter. Its hardy garrison was needed elsewhere.

Captain Thomas Huguenin, the last in a long line 
of commanders at Fort Sumter, received orders on 

detailed instructions soon followed, and that night the 

Charleston and its defenses, including Fort Sumter, 

cause was fading hard and fast.

said they would rather die in the fort’s ruins than 
relinquish it to an enemy whom they and so many 

and sadly to all who felt the crisis of the cause they had 

of Charleston,” wrote engineer John Johnson. It was 

Federals during the day, telling them that Charleston 

their duties as if it were just another day at war. The 

including wire entanglements and rows of wooden 

I

Last in Line
Captain Thomas 

Huguenin, Sumter’s 

48 AMERICA’S CIVIL WAR



light howitzers were run up the ramps and posted on 
the crest. Shutters on the casemate embrasures were 
closed and fastened, and sentinels were posted on 
the walls. Every hawk-eyed Yankee lookout needed 
to believe this was business as usual in order for the 
Rebels to successfully disguise their withdrawal. But 
there was something different on this night: A soldier 
was posted on the wharf to watch for the vessels to 
remove the command. After dark the soldiers, other 
than the sentinels, were formed up so they would be 
ready to leave quickly when the ships came.

Huguenin made his own preparations, burning some 

underwear to be carried on the march. He also poured 
some whiskey into the water, “for fear the men might get 
hold of it during the retreat and create a disturbance.”

About 10 p.m., two small steam transports arrived 
at the dock. A roll call took place, and orders were 
quietly given to board the steamers, accomplished 
without incident. The gloomy scene was accented by 
the throaty growl of Union guns in the distance, two 

the Stono River to Gillmore’s troops, who were probing 
Rebel positions on James Island. But no shells were 
sent toward Sumter.

Huguenin and two lieutenants—E.J. White, his chief 
engineer, and W.G. Ogier, the post adjutant—watched 
the troops begin to board and then hurried to complete 
their duties before joining them. It was about midnight 
when the three climbed to the ramparts and relieved 
the sentinels, who were sent to the boats. They then 

would be no bone-jarring eruption to try to destroy 
Sumter, as the Confederates had attempted earlier 
at Fort Wagner. Orders were for Sumter to be left 
intact. Though Wagner had been wrecked even before 
Huguenin lit the match to try to blow it up, Sumter was 

tapestry of bold, stark images. The soldiers and laborers 
had done their best to spruce it up, as if costuming a 
stately old dame for a last waltz. “At Fort Sumter ruin 
had wellnigh been covered up and concealed,” noted 
Johnson. “[T]rim ranks of gabions held up the slopes 
of sand or debris…the parade even looked swept and 
garnished; the casemates, either armed or turned to 
useful purposes, still recalled the old brick fort.”

Despite the urgency of the evacuation, this was a 
solemn few minutes for Huguenin and his lieutenants, 
the last armed Confederates who would ever tread 
Sumter’s tomblike passages and quarters. “The eye of 
the commander took in all these things for the last time 
as he went the rounds…pacing the deserted chambers, 
which only echoed to his footfall, or walking through 
the deep shadows of the long gallery, until he emerged 
at length through the sally-port…where the boats were 
waiting for him,” Johnson wrote. 

Huguenin later acknowledged he had made the last 
rounds with “a heavy heart” but could not describe 

board the steamer, he later recalled, he knew “many 
a heart clung to those sacred and battle scarred 

War’s Heavy Toll 
A series of drawings 
shows the damage 

done to the fort 
by four years of 
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EXCERPT

A Little Bit of Everything
Confederates repeatedly frustrated attempts by the Union Navy to recapture 

Fort Sumter by placing obstructions, mostly mines, in the water between  
the fort and Sullivan’s Island and lining Charleston Harbor with up to  

385 artillery pieces in more than 30 batteries and forts.

Union forces fired an estimated 46,000 artillery rounds (nearly 3,500 tons) at Fort Sumter during the Siege      
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ramparts….I felt as if every tie held dear to me was 
about to be severed; the pride and glory of Sumter 
was there, and now in the gloom of darkness we were 
to abandon her, for whom every one of us would have 

pushed away from the wharf,” Johnson would write, 
“Fort Sumter loomed grandly before their lingering 
eyes for a few minutes longer, then the dark night 
enveloped it and they saw it no more.”

In the hours before their departure, the garrison 
was ordered to leave the fort cleanly swept and in the 
best order possible “as a monument of Southern skill, 
perseverance, industry and endurance.” Emma Holmes 
made that claim in her April 7, 1865, journal entry 

Holmes, a doctor assigned to Sumter at the time of its 
evacuation. Of the fort, she added, “500 men could have 
held it against 10,000, but alas, God has laid us very 
low and abased our pride. Every earthly support has 
been struck from beneath our trembling feet.”

As at Sumter, other Confederate units began 

Charleston after dark on the 17th. In the James 
Island defenses, two of Sumter’s former commanders, 
Brig. Gen. Stephen Elliott and Colonel Alfred Rhett, 
readied their men for the evacuation. Both led patch-
work brigades containing artillerymen and infantry 
and were a part of Brig. Gen. William B. Taliaferro’s 
Division. Within hours, the Rebel forces, including 
Huguenin’s men and those of Elliott and Rhett, were 
on their way. Their immediate objective was the 
hamlet of St. Stephen, some 40 miles to the north, 
where they would board trains and 
try to unite with the Confederates 

Many terrible days had blotted the 
Confederacy’s brief existence—Fort 
Donelson, Gettysburg and Vicksburg 
included—but the banshees of war 
were dancing over South Carolina that 
night. As the Charleston troops 
tramped along the swampy roads out of 
the city, Columbia itself was cloaked in 

other for igniting the holocaust of 
ammunition and cotton bales that 
would level much of the capital. As at 
Savannah, Lt. Gen. William J. Hardee 
had done a masterful job in evacuating 
Charleston—although he was criti cized 
by Beauregard for being hesi tant—but 
it was a forlorn and desperate accom-
plishment in the over  all picture. 
Everyone from generals to drummer 
boys knew this as the sullen ranks 

plunged north on roads out of the city in a comatose 
effort to try to repel Sherman’s hosts.

and heard occasional heavy explosions coming from 
Charleston and James Island, before a dense haze 
that settled in before dawn on Saturday the 18th 
obscured nearly everything. Union cannoneers at 
Cummings Point had banged away at enemy positions 
on the west end of Sullivan’s Island during the night, 

continued to heighten suspicions in the predawn hours.
Through the morning mist, Lt. Cmdr. George E. 

Belknap, of the recently arrived monitor Canonicus, 
scanned the coastline as closely as he could to 
determine what, if anything, was happening. Was this 
a ruse, or were the Confederates actually abandoning 
the city? His ironclad had advance picket duty that 
morning, and Belknap got underway at daybreak, 
feeling his way toward Fort Moultrie. Because of what 
had just happened to the ironclad Patapsco—destroyed 
by a mine in the water—and Moultrie’s big guns, his 
progress was cautiously slow, the lookouts aboard 

other obstacles. By about 7:45 a.m., the sun began to 
sear away the fog, and Belknap could see Rebel banners 
still crowning Moultrie and Castle Pinckney and in the 
city itself, apparently to give the impression that the 
Confederates were still there. Seeing no movement in 
or around Moultrie, Canonicus lobbed two rounds at the 
fort from long range, receiving no reply. The vesuvian 
eruption of the magazine at Battery Bee on Sullivan’s 
Island about this time was the most dramatic sign 

     of Charleston. If laid end to end, that collection of shells would have extended nearly 6 miles.

Area: 2.35 acres  Perimeter: 1,213 ft.  Height:  50 ft.
Projected garrison size: est. 650 men–135 guns

Union Siege: April 1863–February 1865
Confederate casualties (total): 319
Union Navy casualties (total): 246

Union casualties (failed assault, Sept. 7-8, 1863): 132
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to the Yankees that something was amiss. Mahopac, 
another monitor new to the squadron, soon came up 
near Canonicus, and an army boat was seen leaving 
Cummings Point and pulling toward Fort Sumter.

Union Maj. Gen. Quincy A. Gillmore’s men were 
indeed on the move that historic morning. Lt. Col. 
Augustus G. Bennett, of the 21st U.S. Colored Troops 
on Morris Island, had received word that the Charleston 
defenses might have been abandoned. From Cummings 
Point, Bennett sent a few soldiers in a small boat toward 
Moultrie to determine the situation. These were the 
men seen by Belknap. Some 40 yards east of Sumter, 
the Yanks encountered a boat from Sullivan’s Island 
containing a group of Confederate musicians who 
had been left behind amid the evacuation chaos. The 

With no troops immediately available, Bennett 
ordered Major John A. Hennessy of the 52nd Penn-
sylvania Infantry to head to Sumter “and there replace 

Hennessy and a handful of soldiers gingerly climbed 
the parapet. In the now eerie quiet of this heart of 
secession, they waved the 52nd’s regimental colors 
over the fort’s southeast angle at 9 a.m., as sailors on 
the nearby monitors cheered heartily. According to one 

banner] on Sumter was an assurance that the enemy 

had evacuated all their works, and it was hailed by 

Within a few minutes, another massive blast rent the 
Chicora was blown 

apart at her mooring. Palmetto State already had met a 
similar end that morning as the Confederates destroyed 
their warships rather than leave them to the enemy. 
By now Canonicus and Mahopac had launched boats, 
their seamen stroking hard in a race with the army to 
plant colors on each of the silent enemy outposts. The 
soldiers had a head start, but the tars managed to raise 

Island. Belknap seized the blockade runner Celt, which 
had run aground near Moultrie on the night of the 14th 
with a cargo of cotton. Federals also boarded the wrecked 
Southern ironclad Columbia, which had crashed into 

Colonel Bennett, meanwhile, headed toward Charles-

of two small boats—22 men in all. Some of these 

including a few soldiers of the 52nd Pennsylvania, 
reached the wharf near the foot of Broad Street about 
10 a.m. and learned that a scattering of Johnnies 
were still in the city. Civilians also told them that 

Magnificent Ruin
A stereographic  

image made in 1865 
offers a close-up 
view of the fort.

EXCERPT
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mounted patrols were torching some property and 
abandoned supplies. His little command volunteered to 
press ahead from the wharf, but Bennett, without 
reinforcements available, decided against such a move. 
Instead he penned a brief note to Mayor Charles 
Macbeth, demanding the city’s surrender.

As the soldiers waited at the wharf, they could see 

explosions. A detonation at the Northeastern Railroad 
depot killed about 150 people. It had been packed with 
a large amount of gunpowder and other supplies that 
the Confederates left behind. Some children playing 

station accidentally triggered the devastation, which 
also engulfed nearby homes and other buildings. 
Another mighty roar marked the doom of the ironclad 
Charleston, blown up by the Rebels at her anchorage 
on the Cooper. Amid all this, Bennett received a note—
not in response to his earlier demand—from Macbeth 
stating that the Confederates had evacuated and that 
he had remained to “enforce law and preserve order” 
until U.S. troops took over. “The city of Charleston and 
its defenses came into our possession this morning,” 
Gillmore wrote to Halleck later that day.

their duties turned to battling the blazes and policing 

the streets. Shortly thereafter, Brig. Gen. Alexander 
Schimmelfennig, who had recently returned to duty 
after recovering from malaria, was placed in charge 
of securing the city. There was diehard gloom from 
other quarters. Recalled Charlestonian Claudine 
Rhett, “When the sun rose next morning [Saturday], 
illuminating the old city, shining gayly [sic] on the 
white seas and the glittering waves, the siege had 
ended, for the forts were all empty and silent, and the 
way was left open for the enemy, who sailed cautiously 
in and took possession of the batteries and cannon that 
they had never been able to capture.”

afternoon, arriving from the Stono River. Despite 
the ongoing threat of torpedoes and obstructions, his 

Harvest Moon, glided into the inner harbor, 
with a blockade runner commanded by a former 
Confederate guiding the way. “Now came the getting 
in. I had made up my mind to do so, torpedoes or not,” 
he would write. They passed the abandoned forts and 
the other now-mute batteries and docked quietly at a 

the place, not a blow struck,” he had written Secretary 
of the Navy Gideon Welles hours earlier.

The “navy’s occupation has given this pride of 

is shut out from the ocean and foreign sympathy,” 

The Victor
 

entered Sumter on March 13, later writing 
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Defiant Outpost
A tattered  

Confederate States  
Second National Flag 

waves above Fort  
Sumter’s ramparts, in 

another of Conrad  
Wise Chapman’s  

paintings.

EXCERPT
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Dahlgren wrote later that day to his friend 
Rear Adm. David D. Porter. “They [the 
Confederates] went from it unheralded 
by a shot.” By then, Dahlgren had even 

“every house shut up; the few persons in 
the streets were foreigners and negroes. As 
they have made their beds, so let them lie,” 
he told Porter.

Dahlgren would write in his journal: 

shot or the loss of one life that ‘city by the 
sea’ that the proud chivalry had sworn to 
burn before we should enter; that we should 
only walk on its ashes, and they would die 

as if they were water….At last comes fate—ignominy 
and disgrace.”

At some point that day, Union forces got around to 

anticlimactic event, since Hennessy had snatched the 
glory that morning. The Stars and Stripes twisting in 
the air was different now, adorned by 35 stars, including 
the new states of Kansas and West Virginia as well as 
those of the sinking Confederacy, still stitched to the 

roiled against Sumter’s walls.
A few days after Charleston was restored to the 

Union, Gillmore toured Sumter with his staff and a 
party of civilians. “The fort was found to be in a very 
strong condition for defence,” wrote a New York 
Herald correspondent. The group noted nine guns 

In late February 1865, Confederate General  
Joseph E. Johnston returned to command the 
Army of Tennessee and other fragmented Rebel 
units. He attempted to concentrate his scattered 
troops near Fayetteville, N.C., in early March, af-
ter failing to block Sherman’s rampage through 
South Carolina. Under General John Bell Hood, 
the Army of Tennessee had been wrecked at the 
Battles of Franklin and Nashville in Novem-
ber and December 1864, and in the retreat into 
Mississippi that followed. Now piecemeal units 
were being sent to the Carolinas to join other 
Confederates under Johnston, including Lt. Gen. 
William J. Hardee’s men. Three of Sumter’s sur-
viving commanders—Brig. Gen. Stephen Elliott, 
Colonel Alfred Rhett and Huguenin, now a ma-
jor—reached North Carolina with Hardee, but it 
was an awful journey and there were numerous desertions. 

The regiments of Sumter’s last garrison, meanwhile, had been 
assigned to two different brigades in Hardee’s Corps. The re-
united 32nd Georgia Infantry was posted in a brigade led by its 
own Colonel George P. Harrison Jr. in Maj. Gen. Lafayette Mc-
Laws’ Division, while William Butler’s 1st South Carolina Regu-

lar Infantry was placed in Rhett’s Brigade under 
Brig. Gen. William B. Taliaferro. Huguenin was 
among Butler’s officers, and Elliott’s Brigade also 
was a part of Taliaferro’s Division. Most of these 
men would see combat on March 15-16, as Har- 
dee and his troops tried to halt Sherman’s ad-
vance near Averasboro, N.C. Rhett was captured 
on the 15th after mistakenly approaching enemy 
cavalry he believed were Confederates. 

With Rhett’s loss, Butler became the brigade 
commander on March 15, and Huguenin rose to 
the regiment’s second-in-command. On the 16th 
the 1st South Carolina’s acting commander, Lt. 
Col. Robert DeTreville, was killed in action; Hu-
guenin led the regiment for the rest of the battle. 

Elliott also led his troops at Averasboro, but the 
campaign aggravated his previous injuries. He 

and Huguenin both fought at Bentonville on March 19-21, as John-
ston again tried to blunt the bluecoats. A shell burst sent shrapnel 
tearing into Elliott’s leg. It was not a life-threatening wound, but 
combined with his earlier injuries and debilitated state, this was 
a devastating blow not only to Elliott’s military career but also his 
health. He died within a year.   –Derek Smith

there, “iron  entanglements,” abatis and 
other obstructions designed to wreak havoc 
among assaulting troops. “The work could 
have been taken only by a heavy loss of 
life,” crowed the Herald. “It is stronger 

Including Sumter’s artillery, the Federals 
captured more than 450 pieces of ordnance 
in Charleston’s defenses. Bennett added 

and Ripley and Castle Pinckney, along 
with 17 signal pennants found in the 
city. “It appears that her [Charleston’s] 
humiliation was in reserve for the day 

Herald boasted.
Some Confederates remained unimpressed with the 

be retaken, a forlorn hope at best. “After three years 
of immense and superhuman effort to take that place 
by regular siege; after burning more powder and 
throwing more weight of iron ball and shell than ever 
was expended in any siege since the world began, 

place purposely left open, they slip in,” the Richmond 
Examiner noted. “How triumphantly they will display 

Adapted from Sumter After the First Shots: The 

End of the Civil War, ©Derek Smith, 2015. Used by 
permission of Stackpole Books, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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Grant Under Fire: An Exposé of Generalship 
and Character in the American Civil War

By Joseph A. Rose
Alderhanna Publishing, 2015, $42.50

In the course of a July 2007 survey of scholarship on 
Ulysses S. Grant, an argument was made that William McFeely 
penned his highly critical biography of Grant in 1981 purely in 
response to the overwhelmingly positive assessments given 
the Union general after World War II. Yet in the 34 years since 
McFeely’s book appeared, scholarship on Grant’s role in the 
war has only burnished the general’s reputation. If for no other 
reason then, Joseph A. Rose’s Grant Under Fire is interesting 
because it offers a strident, contrarian take on the Union com-
mander. It also adds to a groundswell of support for revising 
downward the reputations of Grant allies William T. Sherman 
and Philip H. Sheridan.

Rose’s book will surely be welcomed by admirers of other 
Union generals, above all William S. Rosecrans and George H. 
Thomas, who have argued that Grant, Sherman and Sheridan 

used their positions to tarnish the fame of good men. Rose digs 
deep to support his argument that Grant’s success was a 
consequence of luck and Northern materiel and manpower 
superiority. He also challenges the methodology of those who 
have pointed to relative casualty rates to debunk the “drunken 
butcher” image of Grant—which Rose seeks to revive. The 
Union cause, he argues, would have been better served had 
Grant attached as much importance to keeping his men alive 
as he did to warping the historical record.

Not all readers will be swayed by Rose’s arguments, many of 
which are not new. Moreover, Grant Under Fire would have 
benefited from more thorough editing. Still, Rose offers an 
interesting countertake to those who have pushed Grant 
scholarship to the point where history becomes hagiography.

—Ethan S. Rafuse
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Soldiers in the Army 
of Freedom: The 1st 

Kansas Colored, 
The Civil War’s First 

African American 
Combat Unit

By Ian Michael 
Spurgeon

University of 
Oklahoma Press,  

2015, $29.95
On October 27, 1862, Union 
Captain Henry C. Seaman led 240 
men of the 1st Kansas Infantry into 
Missouri to scatter Confederate 
guerrillas operating there. The 
men he commanded were African 
Ameri cans, the first organized unit 
of black men to see Civil War com-
bat. Ian Michael Spurgeon, himself 
a son of the tall grass prairie, relates 
the story of their trials by fire and 
tribulations in a monograph of 
scholarly depth and muscular prose 
appropriate to the persistence and 
pride embodied by those troops.

Success in battle didn’t mean 
acceptance by everyone back home, 
Spurgeon explains, noting that 
“once back in camp near Fort Scott, 
the officers and enlisted men found 
little had changed.” But the soldiers 
persevered, and on January 13, 1863, 
“became the first black regiment 
mustered into federal service in a 
Northern state.” It would fight that 
year at Sherwood, Cabin Creek and 
Honey Springs.

The unit was officially mustered 
out on October 1, 1865. Unlike most 
Union regiments, it lost more men 
killed and wounded on the 
battlefield than to disease.

–Gordon Berg
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Just when we thought the story of the cruiser CSS Alabama was complete, 
Renata Long swoops in and unveils a somehow-forgotten tale of the war’s deadliest 
and most successful Confederate raider. Long examines in this wonderful book the 
role played by Victor Buckley, a young British Foreign Office clerk whose actions on 
behalf of the Confederate government very nearly brought the United States to war 
with Britain. Buckley, it turns out, bears much responsibility for the enormous dam-
age Alabama caused while capturing and/or destroying 64 Yankee ships.

All but forgotten for more than a hundred years, Buckley was the “mole” the 
Rebels had in the British Foreign Office, the man who, among other betrayals, 
informed Confederate agents that the U.S. and British governments were on to 
the secret construction of Alabama just in time for the ship and crew to make its 
escape from the English port of Merseyside. In Long’s expert hands, the story 
becomes a thriller—equal parts war story, detective story and spy story, with a 
strong dollop of political intrigue. Besides Buckley, the cast of characters includes 
the new American minister to Britain, Charles Francis Adams, who “Despite his 
slight stature, was a diplomat of great bearing and a member of the dynastic 
American family that produced two presidents”; Captain James Dunwoody 
Bullock, commissioned by the Confederacy to create a navy; and Charles Alfred 
Trenholm, financier in England and future treasury secretary of the Confederacy 
(as well as the inspiration for Margaret Mitchell’s Rhett Butler).

All are presented against a backdrop of Victorian political and social life, 
particularly in the Foreign Office, where according to Long: “There was an air of 
privilege, not to say arrogance. Great men had paced its corridors and embraced 
its ethos vigorously.”

The Alabama affair lived on long after the ship itself was sunk by USS 
Kearsarge in June 1864. In 1872 a tribunal of arbitration in Geneva ruled against 
Great Britain in a damages claim brought by the United States. The irony is that 
the stage was set for two countries that nearly came to war to sign a treaty that 
laid the foundations for the Great Rapprochement, the virtual alliance between 
the United States and Great Britain in the decades leading up to World War I.

Published by the Naval Institute Press, In the Shadow of the Alabama is 
written with a refreshing lack of academic jargon. Long is a freelance 
writer-historian whose book-jacket bio lists no academic credits. One hopes that 
the comment “writes like a novelist” wouldn’t be an insult; most historical 
novelists would love to write as well.

–Allen Barra

American General is not a great book, 
but it is a good book. Published posthu-
mously (John Eisenhower, Ike’s son, died 
in December 2013, at 91), this is a fairly 
standard biography of William T. Sherman, 
containing no surprises or new insights. 
Although it’s billed as Sherman’s “life and 
times,” only 30 pages are devoted to his 
pre–Civil War life, and barely 22 pages 
cover his postwar career. The general’s role 
in the Indian Wars, for instance, deserves 
much more scrutiny than provided in the 
scant few pages allocated here.

Eisenhower’s well-written narrative does 
not depart from the generally accepted story 
line of Sherman’s role in the Civil War: 
Idiosyncratic, opinionated and careless of 
his appearance, Sherman was Ulysses S. 
Grant’s confidant and trusted subordinate, a 
professional who understood the necessity 
of waging Industrial Age warfare in order to 
defeat a nation-in-arms, and ruthlessly 
prosecuted a “hellish” conflict, gutting the 
Confederacy’s heart in order to assure Union 
victory. This book does not leave behind 
that well-known narrative.

Those familiar with units and battles will 
be unnecessarily distracted by some minor 
yet annoying mistakes; as these appear 
consistently, they clearly represent actual 
errors by Eisenhower or his editor. For 
example: Champion (not Champion’s) Hill 
was the decisive engagement in the 
Vicksburg Campaign; the Confederate Army 
of Tennessee (not Army of the Tennessee, a 
Yankee outfit) was the principal Rebel army 
in the West; and Port Hudson is not “at New 
Orleans,” but rather 100 miles northwest of 
the Crescent City. Factual errors like these 
detract from an otherwise engaging narrative, 
which is accompanied by eight pages of 
well-known photographs, as well as maps 
that are just adequate in number and 
sufficiently detailed to support the text.

Although American General is not a 
resource that scholars would consult when 
looking for new insights into Sherman, it is a 
well-written, interesting introduction to and 
overview of one of the war’s most important 
and influential commanders—and a darn 
good read.

—Jerry Morelock

American General: 
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By John S.D. 
Eisenhower
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2015, $16

In the Shadow of the 
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Foreign Office and the 
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Renata Eley Long

Naval Institute Press,  
2015, $37.95
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Part of the “Great Campaigns of the Civil War” se-
ries, Spring 1865 explores the war’s end in a broader 
and more innovative context than most studies, 
treating General William Sherman’s operations in 
the Carolinas as integral rather than secondary to 
Ulysses Grant’s ultimate victory over Robert E. Lee 
in Virginia. Perry Jamieson is an emeritus historian 
of the U.S. Air Force and author of several military 
books, including 1982’s controversial Attack and 
Die: Civil War Military Tactics and the Southern 
Military Heritage (written with Grady McWhiney), 
which attributed a Celtic fighting spirit to Confeder-
ate military leaders.

Jamieson’s argument, often implicit, is that 
pressure brought on Lee’s rear by Sherman, perhaps 
more so than reinforcements to Grant, resulted in 
Lee’s collapse and surrender at Appomattox, Va., on 
April 9, 1865. Accounts usually end the war here, 
then focus on Lincoln’s assassination. However, 
Joseph Johnston held out in the Carolinas until April 
26, 1865, surrendering nearly triple the number of 
troops (about 90,000) that Lee had and covering 
four states (North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida). There were additional smaller 

Confederate commands to surrender, 
including Richard Taylor in Alabama on 
May 2, Kirby Smith in Texas on May 26 and 
Stand Watie for the Indian nations 
(Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, etc.) in 
present-day Oklahoma on June 23, 1865.

Spring 1865 includes an extensive 
bibliographic essay, endnotes, an index 
and a modest but good selection of 15 
photographs and 14 useful maps. 
Jamieson’s account of the political 
pitfalls Sherman faced from Washington 
over his negotiations with Johnston and 
of Grant’s loyal efforts to shield his 
friend is especially interesting. Though a 
bit pricey and not as eloquently written, 
Spring 1865 is nevertheless a fine 
complement to Noah Trudeau’s Out of the Storm 
(1994), Jay Winik’s April 1865 (2001), Mark L. 
Bradley’s This Astounding Close: The Road to 
Bennett Place (2000) and especially Charles B. 
Flood’s Grant and Sherman: The Friendship That 
Won the Civil War (2005).

–William John Shepherd

Spring 1865: The Closing  
Campaigns of the Civil War

Perry D. Jamieson
University of Nebraska Press, 2015, $34.95
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awarded the U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions in this attack.

This book contains photos of the many relics recovered from the gun factory 
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This Book may be ordered by mailing a
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With Virginia perennially 
viewed as the “Big Leagues” for Civil 
War battles, other embattled states 
are often hard-pressed to remind 
their residents of what happened 
beyond where the Army of the 
Potomac and the Army of Northern 
Virginia duked it out. North Caro-
lina saw plenty of combat from its 
coast to Greensboro, not far from 
where General Joseph E. Johnston 
surrendered what remained of his 
Army of Tennessee to Maj. Gen. 
William T. Sherman on April 26, 
1865. As is the case with many such 
focused accounts, C. Michael Briggs’ 
Guilford Under the Stars and Bars 
provides enough details on wartime 
activities within his county to give 
its residents—or any interested buff 
passing through—a revived appre-
ciation for its 24 sites of historic 
interest, starting of course with 
his hometown of Greensboro. The 
price one pays for such invaluable 
information—and an added focus 
on locally produced firearms for 
connoisseurs of such weaponry—is 
a chapter on the war’s causes that, 
while correcting the myth that 
slavery was the “sole” cause of four 
years of bloodshed, also practically 
erases its importance amid what 
seems like a diatribe on the virtues 
of Southern independence, states’ 
rights against central government 
and an end to perceived political 
correctness. Unless the reader is of 
that mindset, too, he or she might 
simply want to pass over Chapter 1 
and move on to the good stuff.

            –Jon Guttman

Guilford Under 
the Stars and Bars
C. Michael Briggs

Self-Published, 
2015, $44.95
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Cold Harbor to the Crater:  
The End of the Overland Campaign

Edited by Gary W. Gallagher  
and Caroline E. Janney

University of North Carolina Press, 2015, $35

Cold Harbor and the Crater haunted Ulysses S. Grant to the end of his days. 
“At Cold Harbor, no advantage whatever was gained to compensate for the heavy 
losses we sustained,” he wrote, also calling the Crater “the saddest affair I have wit-
nessed in this war.” But the general might well have admired the insightful, often 
revisionist, analysis offered on the final phase of the Overland Campaign by the 
authors who contributed to this fine anthology.

Can there really be something new to say about the final phase of this campaign 
and the stout defense offered up by Robert E. Lee as he 
sought to keep the Union Army of the Potomac from the 
gates of Richmond? Each of the 11 essays in the 10th 
volume in the “Military Campaigns of the Civil War” 
series emphatically says yes. The editors’ stated intention 
is “to illuminate specific elements of the operations, 
highlight ties between military affairs and the home 
fronts, and explore longer-term resonance and 
ramifications.” They have succeeded admirably by not 
trying to provide “full strategic and tactical coverage nor 
assessments of all important commanders.”

 The topics investigated represent a panoply of issues 
and opinions. There’s an analysis of the public 
perceptions of each of the commanding generals, a new 
interpretation of Grant’s crossing of the James River 
after Cold Harbor, the rebuilding of the Army of 
Northern Virginia, the evolution of field fortifications 
and how soldiers reacted to them, the conditions that 
Petersburg civilians faced during the city’s 10-month 
investment and an analysis of recent fictionalized 

accounts of the Battle of the Crater. All the authors are accomplished Civil War 
historians, who bring years of research expertise, superb analytical skills and clear, 
confident writing to their subjects.

While many contemporaries and modern historians consider Cold Harbor a 
particularly bloody and ill-conceived Union operation, Kathryn Shively Meier, an 
expert on the war’s environmental impact, contends that the battle, “rather than a 
departure, was more of the continuous operations, field fortifications, and assaults 
endemic to the spring and summer of 1864.” She also reassesses the psychological 
impact of the battle on veteran, albeit bloodied, Union troops. Meier asserts that 
often overlooked are “the majority of volunteers who proved remarkably durable 
despite periodic despair or fatigue.”

Keith Bohannon recognizes that “Lee’s army was ill prepared in some ways for 
operations in the spring of 1864 that would involve the constant construction of 
field fortifications.” Lee initially opposed a separate engineering regiment, but just 
before Grant commenced his Richmond push he realized that the newly formed 
Corps of Engineers “would direct the critical tasks of choosing lines of defense.” 
Maj. Gen. Martin Luther Smith got the unenviable task of organizing and leading 
the new regiment.

Kevin M. Levin investigates how white Union soldiers evaluated the perform- 
ance of USCT regiments in the cauldron of death that was the Crater, concluding 
that though “the scapegoating of black soldiers at the Crater was widespread, it was 
only temporary.” While many veterans acknowledged the bravery of the black 
troops and did not call for removing African-American regiments from the Army of 
the Potomac, their feelings “represented a cross section of a broader society steeped 
in racism.” Levin also shows that because historical interpretation of the battle 
initially fell to Southerners who emphasized the countercharge of William 
Mahone’s Confederates, the public memory of the USCT’s achievements at the 
Crater have only recently been recognized.     –Gordon Berg
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Born: Westminster, 
Mass.

Before the War: A 
crockery salesman in 
Boston. Self-taught in 
military affairs and 
techniques. Enlisted 
in the 22nd Massa-
chusetts Infantry  
in 1861.

A Star Is Born: 
Promoted to colonel 
after Antietam, 
brigadier general of 
Volunteers after 
Spotsylvania and 
breveted major 
general of Volunteers 
during the Siege of 
Petersburg. In July 
1892, received the 
Medal of Honor for 
action at Chancellors-
ville. Jefferson Davis’ 

Monroe in May 1865.

Postwar: Married 
William Sherman’s 
niece, Mary Hoyt 
Sherman. Prominent  
in the Indian Wars. 
Appointed command-
ing general of the 
U.S. Army in 1895 
and personally led 
the Spanish- American 
War invasion of 
Puerto Rico in May 
1898. Promoted to 
lieutenant general in 
1900. Retired from the 
Army in 1903, at 64.

Nickname: Brave 
Peacock (given to  
him by President 
Theodore Roosevelt)

Quoted: “It was 
generally admitted 
that a wit was worth 
more to a company 
than a doctor, and a 
band of music more 
than a hospital.”

Exit: Died of a heart 
attack in 1925. Miles’ 
mausoleum at 
Arlington National 
Cemetery is one of 
only two there.

BRAVE 
PEACOCK

Nelson Appleton Miles 
(1839-1925)



ANNALS of the WAR
by Principal Participants North and South

Volumes I & II
Originally published in 1879, these
volumes contain 56 special articles
contributed initially to The Philadelphia

Weekly Times in 1877 by contributors
both North and South.
Special features of this Civil War
reprint include:

All volumes are      
manufactured in       
the USA.

CIVIL WAR ARE WAITING FOR YOU!

To order by phone: 1-800-358-6327 Or go online: HistoryNetShop.com

Price
Reduced!

$39.99/set



�  A NEW PBS ORIGINAL SERIES  �

FUNDING PROVIDED BY

pbs.org/mercystreet

#MercyStreetPBS

BLOOD ISN’T 
BLUE OR GRAY

PREMIERES
SUN JAN 17 10/9c


