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Ancient villages and game 
parks, high mountain gran-
deur and lakeside sojourns, 
sacred music and prehistoric 
rock art, saatvik khana and 
prasad—they all have narra-
tives to tell. Unravelling their 
secret world and adding it 
all to her own repertoire of 
travel tales is what makes 
RANee SAHANey’s day.

NAyANtARA PAtel was 
present at the birth of OT—a 
full 15 years ago—and she’s 
still kind of around. She is 
currently a freelance editor 
and writer, as well as Con-
sulting Editor at The Indian 
Quarterly.

RiSHAd SAAm meHtA 
is a travel writer from 
Mumbai whose bags are 
always packed for a road 
trip. His latest book Fast 
Cars & Fidgety Feet is now 
available at all bookstores 
and online as an eBook.

BHAicHANd PAtel trav-
elled third class on trains 
for years. Then he became 
rich! His most memorable 
train ride was 20 years ago 
on the Bullet Train from To-
kyo to Kyoto when he went 
to check out the geishas. 
He grew up in Fiji and has 
lived in London, New York 
and now in New Delhi. He 
is the author of four books 
including a novel.

lABANyA mAitRA is such 
a travel bug, she has a tattoo 
of the globe on her back. A 
future professional violinist 
(she plans to start learning 
it on a mythical day called 
‘tomorrow’), she is currently 
dabbling with an under-
graduate journalism course 
at the Symbiosis Centre for 
Media and Communication 
on the side.

c o n t r i b u t o r s #

ot 06/16 ● insider

l e t t e r
f r o m

t h e 
e d i t o r

 A journey of 15 yeArs begins with A single 
issue. but it seems just like yesterday. in any case, a 15th 
anniversary issue is a great time to ponder and take stock 
of a rapidly changing travel landscape. it warms my heart 
to see how the travelling universe of the indian tourist 
has expanded, even as the world has continued to shrink. 
online bookings; more free independent travellers (fits) 

than ever before (and that’s a term we didn’t even know when we struck out); 
bespoke, curated journeys; the blossoming of boutique hospitality; more visa-
free or visa-on-arrival travel; great last minute deals. And we’re travelling to 
every corner of the globe. Destinations like south America, northern europe, 
Antarctica and Polynesia are no longer strangers to the proudly balaclava-clad, 
thepla-wielding indian traveller. 

our anniversary issue casts the net suitably wide, with our bucket list of 200 
destinations in india and abroad. there’s heritage and culture and adventure and 
jaw-dropping scenery. in fact, we wanted to share so many ideas with you, we 
had to bring out two separate magazines. 

for our domestic issue, we savoured the eternal charms of thanjavur and 
Pushkar. we clambered onto one of the most luxurious trains in india, the 
Deccan Odyssey. we went driving in a remote corner of himachal Pradesh. 
for the international issue, we went ice diving in russia and discovered an 
underwater wonderland. we gawped at the mighty uluru in Australia’s red 
centre. we wended our way around wales and we chomped our way through 
Dubai’s unlikely gastronomic revolution. And that’s just the tip of the travel 
pyramid. there’s much, much more so just grab your favourite drink, settle down 
and allow us to take you around the world in 200 destinations.

 —AMIT DIXIT
The very first cover, 15 

exciting years ago. It’s been 
one hell of a journey

     
    

  @amitdixit





ASK mArco marco polo's troubleshooting guide

My family and I plan to travel to 
Bhutan in early January 2017 for 
about a week. We want to travel 
in a group of five, preferably 
by road through Jaigaon, West 
Bengal. Of the five, though, I 
am the odd man out. I am an 
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) 
with a US passport. The other 
four members of my family are 
all Indian citizens. I have a few 
questions:  
1. Can I enter Bhutan with my 
OCI card? 
2. Would I need a visa even 
though I have an OCI card? I 
mean, does Bhutan recognise 
that as a valid entry document? 
3. Assuming I do need a visa, 
can I still travel with my family 
members or do I have to travel 
with a ‘foreigner’ group? 
4. Assuming I can travel with 
my family members, am I still 
subject to the $200 per day per 
person stipulation?

SabyaSachi Sanyal, texaS, uSa

 
My wife and I, both in our 
sixties, will be visiting our 
London-based son and his 
family in end-August. We would 
like to experience either a Baltic 
or Mediterranean cruise. The 
preferred time is up to seven 
days on board, in an economy 
cabin, between 5th and 14th 
September. Could you suggest 
some alternatives with costs 
and itinerary? Also, will a UK 
visitor visa suffice for this?

arun bhagra, bengaluru

You seem to have a very tight 
window for your cruise. I’ve 
trawled the high seas of the 
Internet and can find exactly 
one Baltic cruise that fits your 
requirements of not more 
than seven days long and 
between September 5 and 
14. And that’s MSC Cruises’ 

Monks perform the black hat dance at 
Wangdue Phodrang, Bhutan

Yours is indeed a piquant 
situation. To answer each query 
separately:
1. No, you can’t enter Bhutan 
with your OCI card. 
2. Yes, as a citizen of the US, you 
will need a visa. Bhutan requires 
passport-holders of all countries 
except India, Bangladesh and 
the Maldives to get a visa before 
they arrive.
3. Now this is a tricky business. 
You seem to be already aware 
that all ‘foreigners’ (which 
refers to everyone except those 
from the three countries listed 
above) have to arrange for their 
trip through a registered tour 
operator. In many ways, this 
makes life easier: once you 
choose a tour agent (do 
so only from the list 
available at the Bhutan 
Tourism website: 
tourism.gov.bt/plan/tour-
operators), the agent 
will do the rest: from 
arranging for the visa, 

to transport, accommodation 
and sightseeing. I cannot offer 
you specific recommendations 
for operators, but I chose one 
at random and explored their 
website: the US-based Absolute 
Bhutan (absolutebhutantravel.com), 
for instance, has an informative 
website and claims to be able to 
custom-design tours, depending 
on travellers’ needs. 

The rest of your family, as 
Indian citizens, is not subject to 
any of this, of course. But you 
should pose your query directly 
to the tour operator. They will 
probably be able to arrange for a 
combined tour for all five of you. 
This might increase the total 
cost, but seems to be the only 
way you can get to travel with 

your family. 
4. Yes, there’s no getting 
around this: even if you do 

manage to travel with your 
family, your status as US 
citizen means you will have 
to pay the $200 per day fee!
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everything in between. Several 
important temples are also to 
be found here, including the 
famous Kashi Vishwanath. 
Venture into the little lanes 
that lead off from the ghats and 
discover for yourself the city’s 
famous sweetmeats, snacks 
and paan. Vishwanath Gali has 
the famous Blue Lassi and just 

at the time of going to press, 
this is an embattled business, 
of course; and the UK visa holds 
good only for the UK. You will 
need a Schengen visa to enter 
any other European country. 
Once you decide on your cruise, 
and know your first port of call 
(outside the UK), you will have 
to apply for a multiple-entry 
Schengen visa from that country. 
So, if Zeebrugge is your first 
stop, apply for a Schengen visa 
at the Embassy of Belgium; if 
Genoa, then the Embassy of Italy 
and so on. A multiple-entry visa 
is crucial too!
 

We are senior citizens (two 
males, aged 65 years) who plan 
to visit Banaras and Lucknow in 
the second week of November 
2016. We want to attend the 
Ganga Mahotsav in Banaras 
(Dev Deepavali Music Festival), 
which I understand will be held 
between November 11 and 14. 
We will then proceed to Lucknow 
for three nights. Please let us 
know whether the festival dates 
are correct. Also, if you could 
give us recommendations for 
sightseeing, eating and decent 
hotels (even hostels) at both 
places and the mode of travel 
to Lucknow from Banaras. Our 
budget for two persons is 40-
45k, excluding travel.
rajan kinnerkar, pune    

 

The dates that you cite for the 
Ganga Mahotsav are probably 
correct, since it coincides 

‘7 night Northern Europe 
Cruise’ on the MSC Splendida. 
This cruise offers a range of 
departures in September, 
including one on September 
7, which seems to be the only 
one within range. The port of 
departure is Southampton, 
and the cruise then moves 
to Zeebrugge (Belgium), 
Amsterdam (Netherlands), 
Hamburg (Germany), Le 
Havre (France), and then back 
to Southampton. Prices for 
this particular cruise start at 
US$869 per person for an inside 
stateroom. (The September 14 
departure is priced much lower, 
starting at $599 per person, but 
unfortunately doesn’t fit your 
dates.) See msccruises.com.

I can also find only one 
Mediterranean cruise that might 
fit your dates. If you have any 
kind of flexibility on your budget, 
you might want to consider P&O 
Cruises’ ‘7 Night Mediterranean 
Cruise’, which is a mid-
sized ship that won’t be too 
overwhelming for first-timers 
and is an adults-only vessel 
catering to a more mature group. 
This cruise begins in Genoa 
(Italy), moving to Florence/Pisa 
(Italy), Naples (Italy), Dubrovnik 
(Croatia) and finally Venice 
(Italy). This is a ‘fly cruise’, 
meaning the price includes 
flights from London Gatwick and 
back; prices start from P799 per 
person. See pocruises.com.

I’m afraid a UK visa will not 
work for any other country in 
Europe. Though still in the EU 

with Banaras’s Dev Deepawali 
festival, which is scheduled for 
November 14 according to UP 
Tourism. But it’s best to check 
once again, closer to your travel 
time, at uptourism.gov.in. 

Sightseeing in Banaras? 
The ghats, of course! You can 
spend days wandering these 
fascinating sites and watching 
the eternal cycle of life being 
played out in front of your eyes—
celebrations of birth, death and 

Mykonos, Greece, is a popular  
port of call for cruises



As far as travelling between 
Banaras and Lucknow goes, the 
distance between the two cities 
is 320km, covered in about 
six hours by road. While many 
people prefer to do the trip by 
bus or car, I’d recommend that 
you take one of the several trains 
that run between the cities, 
ideally an overnight one such 
as the Kashi V Express. Flying is 
possible but via Delhi!

literature, mehmaan-nawazi and 
biryani, Lucknow is an exalted 
concept more than a city. The 
sightseeing you decide upon 
will depend, of course, on 
your own preferences, since 
there’s an embarrassment of 
riches here: Bara Imambara, 
Chhota Imambara, Shahi Baoli, 
Hussainabad Picture Gallery, 
the tombs of Saadat Ali Khan 
and Begum Murshidjadi, 
Rumi Darwaza, Jama Masjid, 
Kaiserbagh Palace Complex—
the list is long. For affordable 
accommodation in this big 
city, try any of the following: 
BP Guesthouse (from `2,500; 
lucknowguesthouse.com), Hotel SSK 
International (from `2,200; 

around the corner from the Kashi 
Vishwanath temple is Kachori 
Gali which you should visit for, 
what else, outstanding kachoris. 
Brown Bread Bakery, near the 
Dashashwamedh Ghat, is one 
of the few places where you 
will find non-vegetarian food. 
Banaras also has the Ramnagar 
Fort and a Jantar Mantar. A trip 
just outside town to Sarnath 
is also recommended. Ganpati 
Guest House (from `1,500; 
ganpatiguesthouse.com), Alka Hotel 
(from `1,200; hotelalkavns.com) 
and Hotel Temple on Ganges 
(from `1,700; hoteltemple.com) are 
all budget picks that get good 
reviews.

And Lucknow? Tehzeeb and 

hotelsskinternational.com) or 
Hotel Uday Raj Palace (from 
`1,500; hoteludayrajpalace.com). 
If you’d like to try a homestay, 
you might want to enquire at 
Homestay Lucknow (`900; 
lucknowhomestay.wordpress.com). 
The ‘best food’ in Lucknow is a 
hotly contested topic. I can only 
offer a list of suggestions (you 
will certainly be flooded with 
recommendations once there): 
for kababs, Tundey Kababi, 
Shekhawat Kababi or Raheem; 
for Mughlai, Naushijaan or 
Wahid; for chaat, Royal Café, 
King Chat Corner or Bajpayee 
ki Kachori. Many of these are 
to be found in the Aminabad or 
Hazratganj areas. 

The fabulously atmospheric evening 
aarti at Dasashwamedh Ghat, Varanasi

12    outlook traveller • june 2016

Travel confusion? Email mpolo@outlook 

india.com. Please note that Marco  

will reply to selected questions only in  

the magazine.

ASK mArco
m a r c o  p o lo ' s  t r o u b l es h o ot i n g  g u i d e





A place that moves on your time – is the best way 
to describe one of Hyatt Hotels newest venture in 
India’s Sunny State - Goa. Hyatt Place Goa/Candolim 
is strategically located right in the center of Goa’s 
most happening spots. Just a 10 minute walk to the 
beach and minutes away from Goa’s best shopping, 
gastronomy and nightlife destinations; the hotel is 
an ideal abode for a North Goa holiday with family or 
friends. 

Starting right from the driveway, every part of the hotel 
is adorned with unique and exquisite eye catching 
art pieces. After passing through security, you are 
welcomed to the heart of the hotel – The Gallery. 
Abuzz and vibrant, the space accommodates the 
check-in desk, a 24/7 Gallery Market, the Coffee to 
Cocktails Bar and a 24/7 restaurant called the Gallery 
Café.   

Stylish, contemporary and unfrenzied, the concept 
is fresh and invigorating. Mr. Sanjay Patti, General 
Manager explains, “Hyatt Place as a brand is very 
successful around the world for both business 
and leisure travelers. Hyatt Place Goa has casual 
atmosphere. Our rooms are chic, contemporary and 
equipped with all modern basic amenities of any high 
starred hotel. It is a no frills brand; we do not have a 
spa, a concierge desk and valet parking.” 
“We opened on 31st December, 2015 and are almost 
always running full capacity. Our staff is extremely 
courteous and have been trained to help guests 
will all their needs to ensure the most comfortable 
holidays.” he further adds. 

Hyatt Place Goa has 147 guest rooms in two 
categories – Pool View and Garden View, in King and 
Twin Rooms. All rooms come with a Cosy Corner - a 
seater that is also a pull out bed couch, a 42” swivel 
TV, mini fridge, luxury skin care products, iron and 
ironing board, hairdryer and tea & coffee makers. 
Wi-fi throughout the hotel, Gallery Kitchen Breakfast, 
access to the StayFit Gym and Pool is always free 
with stay. 

The hotel also has interesting concepts like the 
Odds & Ends Program, where guests can access 
items that may have been left out while packing, like 
dental and shaving kits, phone chargers, nail polish 
etc. Depending on the product, they can be bought, 
borrowed or enjoyed for free. Another such function is 
the 24/7 Gallery Market, a place with delicious packed 
food like sandwiches, desserts, cookies and other 
bites; that can be had on the go.            

A Place as Cozy as Home

Mr. Sanjay Patti, 
General Manager

 



The hotel has one restaurant called the Gallery Café, 
it is multi-cuisine and functions 24/7. The café has 
an open kitchen and comfortable indoor and outdoor 
seating spaces. It serves a daily breakfast buffet, 
vegetarian and non-vegetarian meals in Indian, 
Continental and local Goan preparations. The a 
la carte menu serves lunch, dinner or anytime in 
between. Highlighting the menu, Head Chef Jitendra 
Singh Rathore says, “From the Tandoor we have 
various juicy Kebabs, we have also added a twist to 
local food like the Tandoori Promfret Recheado which 
is very popular with our guests ”. Hot hearty bowls of 
soup and freshly made salads, served with dressing 
on the side or hand-tossed as preferred; including 

a local Goan Kishmur Salad made with Goan dried 
prawns tempered with curry leaves, Goan spices and 
fresh coconut.”

He adds, “Our sandwiches range from a wholesome 
Club Sandwich, Signature Chicken Burger to a 
delicious Goan Sausage Panini. All sandwiches come 
with a choice of wedges or French fries. Our range 
of mains include Goan Prawn Curry, Pastas, Sabz 
Diwani Handi, Gosht Rogan Josh, Biryanis and more. 
Desserts are freshly prepared daily at our in-house 
bakery.” 

Mr. Soumodeep Bhattacharya Director of Sales and 
Marketing, says, “Goa is one India’s most preferred 
holiday destinations. It is easily accessible and 
economical as well. We have guests travelling from 
all corners of India and the globe, and hence we try 
to ensure they enjoy every part of their stay with us. 
We continuously work on interesting holiday packages 
with competitive prices; additionally we also organize 
chauffeured cars for transport and sightseeing. Our 
Gallery Hosts will be more than happy to help with 
recommendations personalized to each guest.”     

Business services are also attractive at Hyatt 
Place Goa. With flexible facilities for meetings and 
conferences, including a stylish indoor room called 
Meeting Place, which can be easily divided into three 
smaller spaces as per requirement. An outdoor space 
is also available for drier and cooler months of the 

year. The hotel has a Meeting Host that can 
work out packages tailored to ones needs.     

The hotel is a perfect mix of business and 
leisure. With its convenient location and facilities, 
the hotel is sure to have guests coming back 

for more.        

Mr. Soumodeep Bhattacharya, 
Director of Sales & Marketing

Travel Promotion

Hyatt Place Goa /  Candolim
Anna Waddo, Main Candolim 
Road, Bardez - 403515. Goa
T: 08327161234
W: goacandolim.place.hyatt.com

Pool View Room

Kishmur Salad

Outdoor Seating Area
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NORTH  SOUTH  EAST  WEST
e d i t e d  b y  s u m a n  ta r a f d a r

A water salute for the Harmony of the 
Seas as it sets sail for the first time
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● h a r m o n y  o f  t h e  s e a s  

hell of a ride

R
oyal Caribbean’s latest 
addition to the Oasis 
Class fleet, the Harmony 
of the Seas, certainly talks 
a big game. With a size 
that would put the Titanic, 

with all its Oscars, to shame, the cruise 
ship has over 2,500 staterooms, which 
can accommodate over 5,400 guests. 
Equipped with luxuries ranging from 
a spa and fitness centre, to miniature 
water parks, swimming pools, hot 
tubs, surf simulators and even a fully 
furnished casino, there isn’t much that 
this leviathan lacks.  

The highlight of the Harmony of the 
Seas, though, is the Ultimate Abyss. At 
100ft tall, it’s the world’s tallest slide 
at sea and offers a thrilling 10-storey 
drop right from the 16th deck all the way 
down to the 6th.

If you aren’t impressed already, 
attractions like the Puzzle Room, 
Wonderland Restaurant and the Bionic 
Bar are all on board, waiting to welcome 
you with Broadway’s Grease, at sea for 
the very first time. 

Although the maiden voyage had 
a few hiccups and failed to sweep its 
passengers completely off their feet, we 
hope that the Harmony soon finds its 
balance and lives up to its tall order.

AP
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DiD you discover it, 
yet? Imagine if Pinterest 
and Instagram had a travel 
baby, that would be Trover; 
except, smarter and without 
all the pointless information. 
Tailor-made for, and by, 
travellers, Trover has people 
uploading their ‘discover-
ies’ from around the world 
along with the location of the 
place to let fellow travellers 
know exactly where they 
unearthed this beautiful landscape. Most discoveries are 

accompanied by descriptions and 
local experiences, which provide 
a deeper understanding for other 
trovers. Exceptional in planning 
a travel itinerary, Trover shows 

discoveries displayed in order of distance from your desired 
location, showing the closest on top and going further away as 
you keep scrolling. 

The website also has a small distance tab on the left and a 
virtual map on top to give you a better idea of where you’re 
placed. The ‘Explore’ option allows you to filter your searches 
in categories like food, history, etc and every time you come 
across something that catches your eye, you can add it to your 
list—almost like a virtual bucket list, of sorts. A perfect travel 
planning—as well as on the road—website, Trover is almost 
addictive as it cashes in on the Gen Y trend of having all infor-
mation available in one place, sans all the pain of having to do 
multiple Google searches. With detailed images of destina-
tions in both India and around the world, you’re just one click 
away from your dream travel; real or otherwise.  n lm

 Trover.com

siteseeing

● s o u v e n i r

turn over a 
new leaf

shared travels 
app

watch
the number one skill set on any travel-
ler’s list is to learn as many foreign languages as 
humanly possible, maybe more. Definitely more. 
And that’s where Duolingo comes in. An app 
that offers courses in 23 languages from around 
the world, Duolingo is famed for being one of 
the better language apps for both travellers as 
well as others; all, of course, free of charge. Once 
you pick a language on the app, you can pick the 
intensity of daily learning; this, of course, can be 
changed as you go through the course. So, maybe 
start with something like 10 minutes per day and 
then increase the time spent on the app as you 
start getting the hang of the language. You also 
get quicker with the levels as you go by. The app 
even has an option of sending you reminders to 
complete your daily goals, and relentlessly so.

Once the Duolingo owl pops up on your noti-
fication feed, it will not leave until you physically 
dismiss it. As far as the levels are concerned, you 
can either start as a beginner or use the ‘Test it 
Out’ option and let Duolingo determine your pro-
ficiency in the language and pick a level for you. 
Although following the course might be a little 
difficult in the beginning, if you have absolutely 
no familiarity with the language you’re trying to 
learn, you’ll soon get the hang of it with the op-
tion of refreshing older levels.

The app also administers tests, both written as 
well as with a microphone, speakers and camera 
(the latter has a fee attached) for a complete 
command of not only the language but also the 
proper phonetics and pronunciation. 
 n labanya maitra

•  A bookmArk is A virtuAl presence, found online. More technically, a bookmark is a Uniform 
Resource Identifier (URI). So what is it doing in this section? Well, I am referring to an entirely different kind 
of bookmark, an actual touch-and-feel kind. Yes, I mean the pagemarkers, used oh-so-commonly, and often 
treasured, by readers. My alternating and overlapping love for books and art meant I was not just devour-
ing books, but also, to begin with unconsciously, and later with a hoarder’s zeal, accumulating bookmarks. 
Witty and attractive ones were the initial draw, but I soon discovered thematic ones, then those made with 
different materials, then those from far-flung corners of the world, from festivals, or museums... There was 
even an occasional ticket stub. When traipsing around the world, I now look out for bookmarks. For most, it 
isn’t the most exciting, but I still treasure the ones I got at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Or a 
bookmark made of lace in Bruges. Even one of coconut bark from Boracay, which doesn’t really fit into any 
book, but by then reason had been overtaken by greed. I now have boxfuls!  n suman tarafdar

NSEW

DUOlINGO
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N
ature is quite remarkable. Its ability 
to rebound against the ravages and 
plundering of mankind—surprisingly 
quickly and with very little help—

never ceases to astound me and gives my often 
troubled heart continuing reason to believe that 
what we have lost, can, with vision, energy and 
enterprise be restored.

I have seen it happen on the borders of Kanha 
Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. Good friends 
bought 55 acres (now 110 acres) of farmland 
in 2007, large open fields bordering degraded 
territorial forest. They called it rather appro-
priately, Singinawa, Nepalese for ‘Protectors of 
the Sacred forest’, and set out with reverential 
zeal to restore their barren land, planting na-
tive trees and shrubs, setting aside land for 
meadow grasses and building a large waterhole 
for wildlife. They also built a few tasteful bed-
rooms carefully planned around the sides of the 
property, to allow the core of the sanctuary to 
be reborn.  

Bingo. Within two years they had their own 
private nature reserve. How fantastic is that? 
There was a resident leopard. Spotted deer 
grazed contentedly every night. The occasional 
sloth bear or even tiger spoor was noted and 

birds and their busy nest-making activities 
came back to this new Eden with wild abun-
dance. Next, they worked with their neighbours, 
helping their schools, and with funding from 
TOFTigers, ran projects to make their villages 
plastic free and supportive of new medical fa-
cilities. They encouraged local tribal art and 
had a tribal festival that brought alive ancient 
cultural dances that were slowly dying for want 
of an audience. It wasn’t just a natural para-
dise—local people were a part too. Rewilding is 
the name given for its form today and its final 
stamp of approval has been the arrival of wild 
dogs or dhole on the property—the ultimate ac-
colade of wildness. 

So, if it can be done on 100 acres, why not 
1,000? Why not 10,000 acres?  What waste-
land or denuded forest terrain wouldn’t yearn 
for the same tender loving care, and protection  
afforded to the new sacred landscapes of 
Singinawa Jungle Lodge?

What’s the limit to such vision? Could we 
stitch back India’s forests, in a way that has so 
successfully been done in other parts of the 
world, using in part the economic drivers of 
nature tourism to fund and sustain it?  India 
already has many visionaries who are literally 

turning back the clock for nature, creating pri-
vate sanctuaries and community owned forests 
around the country, from farmlands besides 
forests to unviable coffee plantations. Often 
they are sustained by wildlife lovers happy to 
spend their holidays enraptured in these newly 
restored natural havens.

Rewildling is the theme of the 4th TOFTigers 
Wildlife Tourism Awards, done in association 
with Outlook Traveller, with the best of the best 
announced at a Gala dinner in New Delhi in 
September. These Awards are aimed at high-
lighting and rewarding those individuals, busi-
nesses, service providers, naturalists, guides, 
community enterprises, parks and sanctuaries 
who are leading the way in the Indian subconti-
nent in using nature tourism to enhance a range 
of conservation goals. 

Each award winner, in their own way, will be 
pioneering new ways to support and inspire 
wildlife conservation, engage local communi-
ties and help this restoration of wildlife habitat 
through their vision, drive and action.

Play your part—help us rewild India—and vote 
now for your favourites. Vote on toftigers.org/ 
TOFTigersAwards/toftigers-awards-2016 

Julian Matthews, Chairman, TOFTigers, on  
the theme for this year’s TOFTigers Wildlife Tourism Awards

REWILDING INDIA 
SANJOY GHOSH





C
ome monsoon, we might be looking at a whole new dimension to tour-
ism—mining tourism. The Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation is 
planning to start package tours on a revenue sharing basis. The mining circuit 
will cover Yavatmal, Nagpur and Chandrapur mining zones. The proposed 

three-hour-long tour will allow 20 tourists to enter the mines along with an official 
guide and be informed about the different types of mining, underground mining, 
open-cast mining, coal handling plants as well as mining electronics. Being the third 
largest coal producer in the world, this seems to be a fitting opportunity for adults 
to go back to their sooty-kneed days, imaginary or otherwise. And, of course, get 
familiar with one of India’s largest industries. Jharkhand has also been toying with a 
similar idea for quite a while now.

● m a h a r a s h t r a

mine your step

● a u s t r a l i a

the visa of oz

a
vIsIT DowN UNDer hAs Never 
BeeN eAsIer with Australia’s an-
nouncement of a three-year multiple-
entry visitor visa for Indian nationals. 

The trial scheme targets frequent short-
term travellers to the country and will be 
implemented from July 2016. This scheme 
allows each stay to be valid upto a maximum 
of three months and applies to eligible appli-
cants with tourist and business visitor visas. 
According to data from Tourism Australia, in 
2015, over 2.3 lakh Indians visited Austra-
lia spending over `5,500 crore. A similar 
scheme is being implemented in Thailand, 
vietnam as well as Chile in a bid to attract 
higher number of high-spending tourists 
for repeated short travels to Australia. This 
was announced as part of the Australian 
Government’s 2016-17 budget to increase 
the country’s tourism growth.

s
TeP INTo The rUGGeD CoMBAT BooTs 
of military personnel with the introduction of 
veer Yatra, organised by veterans from the 
Maharashtra ex-servicemen Corporation Ltd. 

The veer Yatra offers nine different tours to choose 
from, spread across varying age groups. The tours 
include visiting war memorials, army workshops, 
naval bases, forts and military posts at border areas. 
Although most of the tours are based around Pune 
and Maharashtra, there are a few in the north as 
well. The packages range from `2,150 to `32,000 
per person. For further details, contact +91-
8806063063, or email at militartours@mescotourism.
com. so don your camouflage and head out!

● m i l i ta r Y  t O u r i s m

Call of duty v.2
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W
ITH BOLLYWOOD’S GROWING OBSESSION WITH WEST aSIa, it’s only natu-
ral for the world’s first Bollywood-themed park to be unveiled in Dubai. Opening 
October this year, the theme park has been carefully designed along the lines of 
popular Bollywood movies starring Shah Rukh Khan, Hrithik Roshan and Salman 

Khan, among others. You can find yourself in a gunfight with Don or flying alongside 
Krrish and Bollywood Parks Dubai is all set to become one of the hottest Bollywood desti-
nations in the world. Gone are the days of trudging around different film cities and looking 
at empty sets. You can now jive to the music of Rock On!!, enjoy a mehfil fit for Mughal-e-
Azam or scream at the top of your lungs on RA.One-themed rides. On your next trip to the 
UaE, don’t forget to visit this little bit of home.

● d u b a i

B-ToWn moves To DuBai

T
HE MaTSUTaKE MUSHROOM fESTIvaL is set 
for the fourth week of august in the picturesque 
forests of the Ura valley in Bhutan. The fabled 
wild fungi, Matsutake is highly sought after due 

to its spicy-aromatic odour. Head to the festival to 
learn more about these mushrooms and identify and 
harvest them through excursions around the forests 
and hills. Enjoy a day sampling the delicious dishes 
while singing and dancing alongside the locals.

i
N THE HEaRT Of THE WESTERN GHaTS, the agumbe rainforest dwells. Blessed 
with eight to nine metres of rainfall a year, it comes to life during the monsoon 
season. Then, the trees turn a deeper shade of green and become dense and lush. 
animals and birds of all forms and sizes tread outside their respective homes. The 

ferocious king of snakes, the King Cobra, is present in these forests in its highest den-
sity. There is no doubt about the fact that agumbe is an enigmatic jewel waiting to be 
unearthed, which glows its brightest when it rains. Join Kaushik Bajibab, contactable on 
kaushik@wishbone.co.in or on 9886169698, and his band of explorers for a trip to experi-
ence the rainforest between 17th and 19th June. See wishbone.co.in.

● b h u ta n

fungi Time
● W E S t E R n  G h at S

some like iT WeT

The TWeeTing Taj



NSEW ● fellow traveller

Given that you fight intergalactic super-villains on 
screen mostly, what is it that you would like to escape 
from to go on a holiday?
People. With or without superpowers! 
Ha, don’t I wish. It is hard to escape the shackles of 
your own face sometimes. But I try not to be grumpy. 
I haven’t had a holiday in a while and it doesn’t look 
like I will for some more time because after Captain 
America‘s release, we are starting work on Avengers: 
Infinity War. So I barely have time to breathe. I could 
escape now, incognito, of course!

And where is it that you would like to go?
I love chasing sunsets—so anywhere with a good view 
would be nice. A place where I could put my feet up and 
sleep under the open sky. Cape Town, maybe. Or Hawaii. 

Why not India?
India tops my list. I’d love to be there. It looks like a 
beautiful place that has a variety of things to see and 
do. Also because I completely love chicken and I want 
to sample butter chicken, Kashmiri chicken, Hyderabadi 
chicken and South Indian food because I love coconut 
curries! India would be a great idea for a vacation. 

HOLIDAY TIME

What does your vacation schedule look like?
I enjoy working out and playing sports with my buddies. 
Being active makes me feel better, more mentally 
affirmed. Though it is not the only thing I do. I watch a 
lot of films—mostly horror and sci-fi. Okay, also Disney, 
considering my mom has gone on record to say that 
and prove I am a dork! I also play the guitar or read.

What is usually in your luggage? 
Definitely not Lycra! (laughs) Lots of sunglasses and 
caps—it’s the easiest disguise sometimes. I do read and 
often draw. I also pack a lot of candies—those are my 
midnight snacks in unfriendly places or mostly strange 
hotel rooms. 
 
What about Marvel comics? 
Those too sometimes, but mostly philosophy, self-help. 
The Power of Now is a really great book, I found it totally 
inspiring. It’s the way I want to live my life.

What are your favourite places in the world then?
I have a romantic relationship to art, to music, to nature. 
So I like going to places with spectacular views. I went 
camping once for three weeks by myself, which is very 
romantic. And I believe every place has some or the 
other sort of romance in it. London, where we filmed 
very recently, may have terrible weather—Oh, how I 
hate it—but the theatre scene is so romantic. I saw Les 
Miserables there—and it was like the cold didn’t bother 
me anymore! n aarti kapur singh 

cHrIs EvAns actor
Top to bottom: Chris Evans 
loves chasing sunsets, 
preferably in Hawaii; packs 
candies in his travel bag; and 
Les Miserables helped him 
overcome his aversion to 
London weather!

IndIa tops my lIst of places to vIsIt. I’d love 
 to be there. It looks lIke a beautIful place that 

has a varIety of thIngs to see and do
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NSEW ● Gearbox

Scavin EyEwEar
For those who like even their eyewear 
to be eco-friendly, Scavin’s new eyewear 
range is a perfect choice. The collection 
is entirely ‘green’, created and produced 
out of 100% pure Italian acetate, a 
non-petroleum based plastic made from 
natural cotton and wooden fibres. The 
CR 39 lenses provide a higher optical 
clarity and are scratch resistant; even 
better they’re highly impact resistant. 
The frames are extremely flexible as 
compared to polycarbonate lenses and 
at the same time are innocuous to the 
environment. The lenses are 100% UV 
protected. We recommend the Scavin 
Wayfarer, black frames with orange-gold 
lenses. From `1,280; amazon.in

If you are someone who wants to capture fleeting moments, Canon has just launched the EOS-1D 
X Mark II, its new flagship professional EOS DSLR model. Aimed at top professionals, this is a fully 
loaded camera that could give you photos a marked step-up. Its enviable features left us stunned, 
and took more time than a review usually takes up. For starters, it has an expanded AF area, with 
an all-new 61-point all points selectable AF system with 41-points cross type AF. Its low-intensity 
limit function at the centre AF is also improved to EV-3, thus ensuring a solid performance even in 
low-light and low contrast conditions. To capture fast and unexpected movements, there is a new 
AF algorithm with AI servo scenes analysis that improves AF precision. A cool feature, this DSLR’s 
4K Frame Grab function lets users easily extract images of approximately 8.8 megapixels in JPEG 
format from 4K movies recorded on the camera without needing to connect to a computer. Just as 
pleasing is that file transfer is made easy with the Wireless File Transmitter K394. Also, for the first 
time in the EOS-1D series, GPS is built into the body of the camera. A USB 3.0 port allows high-
speed data transfer. Sports, fast action, wildlife photographers, this is for you. The build and feel 
are better too, as the camera is encased in a robust magnesium alloy body, designed to be dust and 
drip-proof. `455,995, canon.co.in 

Mohawk adara laptop bag
The Mohawk Adara laptop bag, is designed to make 
heads turn as you saunter past carrying it. Crafted in Black 
Leatherette with panels of smooth Grey Leatherette, 
it features an adjustable shoulder strap, a top handle 
and a zipper closure. It is expandable, with a laptop 
compartment. Multiple pockets in the inside and outside 
give ample space to accommodate all your important 
documents and accessories. At just 299 grams, it’s easy 
on your shoulder too. `3,299, amazon.in

thE Man coMpany   
blanc 
Premium men’s grooming brand The Man Company’s Blanc 
is for the traveller who likes his fragrance to be oriental, 
with citrus and aromatic notes. With top notes that include 
lemon, birch leaves and cardamom, Blanc is best suited 
for men who carry a mixture of warmth and sensuality. 
`1,799, themancompany.com

top Shot 

FEndi chaMElEon
Fendi’s Chameleon collection has gone feminine this 
season. The new timepieces have a sophisticated 
design and bold contemporary appeal, highlighted 
by the two-colour leather inserts. Ergonomically 
curved at the top and bottom, with the Fendi signa-
ture finely-cut into the gold-coloured stainless steel 
case. We liked the Flamingo red calfskin leather 
with yellow gold-coloured stainless steel pin buckle. 
Price on request, available at Fendi boutiques.

canon EoS-1d X Mark ii
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RAJASTHAN
Taj Lake Palace-Udaipur
Udaipur is one of the most romantic palaces in the world. Seemingly floating atop Lake Pichola, be mesmerised with delightful 
boat rides, historic rooftop views, gourmet meals curated in royal kitchens and fine living in suites that are timeless symbols of 
eras gone by. Enjoy a once in a lifetime experience at the Jiva Spa Boat. The only one of its kind in the country, the regal spa on 
a boat blends the aura of Taj Lake Palace and the rejuvenating experiences of Jiva Spa. 
Umaid Bhavan Palace-Jodhpur 
It is the last of India’s great palaces and one of the world’s largest private residences.This golden hued monument, made of 
desert sandstone can be spotted from anywhere in the city. Designed by the famed Edwardian architect, Henry Lanchester, 
from art deco-inspired interiors to traditional Rajputana concepts of luxury, Umaid Bhawan Palace is a timeless testimony to 
extravagant living. One must experience the private dinner at The Baradari Lawns. A beautiful white marble structure stands in 
the middle of the lush green expanse and gives you a breathtaking view of the palace and fort. Walk down a candle-lit pathway, 
ushered by traditionally turban-clad attendants to the majestic dining area. 

Revisit the charm of yesteryears at some of the most resplendent palaces in 
India. Incredible architectural marvels and destinations of true splendor, each 
of the Grand Palaces of the Taj has everything one could dream of.

Taj Holidays: 
Embark on a Timeless Journey

The Summer Palace Escape Offer* starts at #65,000. Pay for two nights and stay for three. The complimentary nights is on room-only basis.
The offer includes airport transfer, stay, breakfast, one traditional dinner, Wi-Fi and a host of other benefits.

*Conditions apply: For more information, call Taj toll free at 1800 111 825 to confirm details regarding the offers/itineraries. Or visit Tajholidays.tajhotels.com/taj-holidays/



Rambagh Palace-Jaipur 
Extravagance has always been a way 
of life. Once the residence of the royal 
family, even today,peacocks strut in the 
evenings and a buggy passes you by. 
Butlers are at your beck and call and 
luxuries include private meals in tents lit 
by flaming torches. The theatrical interiors 
and ceremonial suites make Rambagh 
Palace deliberately lavish. Discover 
rooms adorned with crystal chandeliers, 
arched stonework, textured drapes and 
gold-leaf frescos. From the Sukh Niwas 
Suite to the Maharani Suite and Peacock 
Suite, the Historical Suites and Palace 
Rooms, step in and live the good life. 

KERALA
Vivanta by Taj-Malabar
Sequestered amidst the confluences of 
Kerala’s glorious backwaters and the 
sun-lit waters of the Arabian Sea at Kochi, 
it is the perfect base for exploring the port 
city’s splendid maritime past. Intersperse 
this heritage trawl with dolphin-spotting 
from the pretty infinity pool. Gear up later 
for a tour of the exquisite environs of 
Pearl Island. Tuck into gourmet meals 
on shore then join a leisure cruise on 
Taj Cinnamon Coast— a beautiful luxury 
yacht.
Vivanta by Taj-Kumarakom
Heritage suites and pretty cottages line 
the shores of the beautiful Vembanad 
Lake—reason enough for guests to linger 
awhile at Vivanta by Taj, Kumarakom. 
Take a lazy backwater cruise to 
Ayemenem, a charming village by the 
backwaters. Visit a temple, traditional 
homes and meet with a Kathakali guru 
during your cruise. Watch the ritual of 
1001 oil lamps being lit and then the sight 
of the resort lit up with the soft sparkling 
glow of lamps will cast a magical spell 
on you.  
Vivanta by Taj-Green Cove, 
Kovalam
In the lap of God’s own country, Vivanta 
by Taj, Kovalam is an incredible back 
water retreat. Fall in love with its hill resort 
layout, the renewed cottages and villa, the 

unparalleled restaurants, the bar & the holistic 
Spa. Experience the rustic lifestyle of the 
villagers as you visit a coir workshop, handicraft 
units and a kalaripayatty class. Go for the back 
water cruise at Poorvar, followed by a cooking 
class with chef on local cuisine and spices 
before a savoury meal at Bait. 
The Gateway Hotel, Marine Drive, 
Ernakulam
The scenic view of Kochi harbour and the 
backwaters from your hotel window will 
summon up this port city’s importance on a 
ancient Spice Route that spanned several 
continents. The hotel houses some of the best 
restaurants in town, with home-style local 
dishes that take full advantage of the abundant 
spices and seafood available here. At the 
Gateway, you can also discover the healing 
powers of Ayurveda, which takes care of not 

only your physical but emotional and 
spiritual well-being as well.
The Gateway Hotel, 
Janardhanapuram, Varkala
Perched between majestic red cliffs on 
a hillock overlooking the Arabian Sea, 
the Gateway Hotel, Varkala offers the 
modern nomad a chance to unwind on 
a business trip. Equipped with the best 
amenities in Varkala, its cosy rooms 
overlook stately landscaped gardens, and 
feature a spacious bathroom and balcony. 
Activities include surfing and Ayurveda, 
a soul-stirring visit to the 2,000-year-old 
Janardhanaswamy Temple, the Elephant 
Village Tour and a river cruise at Kappil 
Beach.

Travel Promotion

The Incredible Kerala Escapes offer* starts 
at #55,000 and includes one night at the 
Vivanta by Taj- Malabar and two nights each 
at the Vivanta by Taj- Kumarakom and the 
Vivanta by Taj-Green Cove, Kovalam.

The Premium Kerela Escapes offer* starts 
at #45,000 and includes two nights at the 
Vivavanta by Taj- Kumarakom, one nIght at 
the Gateway Hotel, Marine Drive, Ernakulam, 
and two nights at the Gateway Hotel, 
Janardhanapuram, Varkala.

Both Kerela offers* include a minimum 
five-night stay, buffet breakfast, one major 
meal and current taxes.

Transfers are possible at an extra cost of 
#12,500 for the whole Journey.

*Conditions apply.
For more information, call Taj toll free at 1800111825 to 
confirm details regarding the offers/itineraries. Or visit 
Tajholidays.tajhotels.com/taj-holidays/



A
re you the sort who likes to 
get away? Really, really get 
away? Where the loudest 
and possibly only noises 
you are likely to hear are the 

trill of the mynah or the shrill butterflies 
flitting about. Or the occasional loudly 
rustling breeze as it tries to dislodge 
pine cones. If your auditory range sud-
denly seems considerably enhanced, 
that’s because there is nothing else for 

as far as the sound travels.
Queen Meadows is built on a hilltop 

in village Badhan, about five kilometres 
from Ranikhet. So literally is it cut off 
that guests have to trek up the last 600 
metres—no wheeled transport goes up to 
the resort. Yes, there’s the badly needed 
rhododendron juice halfway during 
the climb, as I huff my indulgent city-
fattened self up. Given that there are no 
signages leading to the hotel, anywhere, 

an escort car like the one that met me 
at Ganiadeoli a few kilometres away, is 
the norm. It stops at a bend by a hillside, 
and, but for the couple of staff, usually 
red-sari clad women, who carry luggage 
up the hill, there is no trace of anything to 
say that this is the point where the hotel 
begins! And, no, the 10-acre resort cannot 
be seen from the road below.

But then, that’s how this resort was 
envisaged by owner Sanjay Sarin, a 

[check out]

silenT VAlleY
With just about no one around at V Resorts’ Queen Meadows, Ranikhet, it is easier  
to meet your relaxed self, discovers Suman Tarafdar

check out 30 v resorts queen meadows, ranikhet  

34 pullman aerocity 44 radisson blu mbd, noidahotels 
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Clockwise from this image: dining 
can be enchanting at Queen 
Meadows; villas are at uneven levels; 
and a cheerfully done up room



former contractor with a strong pull to 
these mountains. He wanted to build a 
resort that “gives back to the hills”. There 
is literally no carbon footprint to speak 
of here. Almost everything I see is locally 
sourced, from the stone and clay for the 
villa walls to the aforementioned juice 
or the delicious food that comes my way 
periodically. For the nitpicker, there are 
of course mineral water bottles or glasses 

for French windows or spices that come 
from beyond the hill, but for the most 
part, one can live in unison with nature to 
a degree not easily achieved anywhere.

It has taken affable Sarin the better 
part of seven years to open the resort. 
Discover the stories as you chat with him 
over tea, or something stronger. 

For starters, all structures have been 
hand cut, from the villa walls to umpteen 

steps leading up and down and every-
where (well, the hilltop isn’t flat, so no 
two structures are really at the same 
level). Yes, you have to trek up and down 
and all over as all the wood used has been 
sourced from the abandoned barracks at 
Ranikhet. In a region that is increasingly 
suffering from deforestation, the natural 
flow of water is maintained. His deter-
mination to not compromise even on the 



smallest detail has meant your footprint 
during your stay at Queen Meadows is 
quite literally invisible.

The green imprint in this shrine to eco-
tourism goes deeper. At first glance, the 
unkempt-looking lawns might surprise, 
but Sarin is clear that the focus here is 
on growing food. The scarce water is 
judiciously used, and seasonal crops are 
mainly vegetables such as onions, peas 
and tomatoes. Fruit trees such apples, 
almond, pomegranate, and citrus variet-
ies have been planted, while the local 
kafal, or bayberry, are plentiful already 
in the premises. A lime bush fruited so 
extensively in season that struts had to be 
put in place to support it, Sarin points out 
like a proud parent. Yes, it truly is tree to 
table here.

Take a relook at the eight 750-square-
feet villas and seven 450-square-feet 
luxury tents, all of which function in 
the same sustainable manner. The villa 
walls are made of stone cladding with 
a clay wash of kharia and dhaan (rice) 
with the local auspicious aipan, or pat-
terns, in red geru powder. The wooden 
ceilings are supported by metal rafters, 
though thatched roofs are visible too. 

Hydroelectricity is the chief source of 
power, though the resort is looking at 
composting for gas in the future. But 
for a TV, every amenity that a hotel of 
this price range is expected to have is 
present. Including organic toiletries, 
sourced from a local NGO. 

The food is primarily Indian, though I 
did see a fair sprinkling of ‘conti’ stuff—
from oats and fried eggs to hash brown 
and bacon at breakfast. A Kumaoni 
meal is a treat I missed, though others 
vouched for it as the culinary highlight 
of their stay.

For those who have the time, do step 
out for a day by the river, a tributary of 
the Kosi (not to be confused with the sor-
row of Bihar). Or simply sit back and let 
the Sarins take care of you, over a bonfire 
as you look over the twinkling lights of 
Ranikhet in the hills in front. Or enjoy a 
cosy candlelit dinner in one of the many 
nooks. One could, of course, go trekking, 
rappelling, rock climbing or play golf at a 
course nearby. There is a clubhouse and 
souvenir shop within the resort. A book-
shelf is well stocked with past copies of 
Outlook Traveller! Every room comes with 
a hammock, ideal for a balmy evening. 

My recommendation is a spot of reflexive 
time alone in the pagoda-like gazebo on 
stilts, incidentally the highest point in 
the resort. Or just take in the unmatched 
vistas over chai-pakodi. For the eco-con-
scious who want a luxurious holiday in 
this part of the world, look no further.

Getting to Queen Meadows, espe-
cially if you are considering driving up 
from say Delhi, can be arduous, taking 
around nine hours, if all goes your way. 
Perhaps you could instead take the 
train to Kathgodam, and then a cab 
from there. But once you get there, the 
warm hospitality of the Sarins and their 
22-strong staff means it becomes your 
home away from home. 
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The informaTion
LOCATION Village Badhan, Chiliyanaula, 
Ranikhet, Uttarakhand 263645

ACCOMMODATION 8 villas, 7 luxury tents

TARIff `15,000 for a double occupancy 
villa, all-inclusive. Not just breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, but also all the coffee or soft 
drinks you can glug! Or barbecue snacks, 
or local fruits, or anything else you might 
fancy...

CONTACT +91-8800915599, vresorts.in

A magical sunset at Queen 
Meadows, Ranikhet
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T
he one too many cooking 
shows flocking television 
channels worldwide might 
just be an indication that food 
has long moved from being 

a necessity to an art form, of sorts. The 
Pullman Hotel at the Aerocity in Delhi, 
embraces this new culture and prides 
itself on its ‘artsy’ ambience.

As my chauffeur-driven Innova pulled 
into the Aerocity to the tunes of Wakhra 
swag ni, I glanced out at the impressive 

facade of the Pullman. Nothing too spec-
tacular from the outside, I was prepared 
for just another run of the mill five-star 
hotel experience. And so, not too enthu-
siastically, I waited to see what I would 
uncover inside.

It wasn’t until I had checked in that 
I got around to taking a look at the 
lobby and the intricate raindrop shaped 
chandelier that hung from the ceiling. 
The plush couches strewn across the 
lobby were in shades of green and blue; 

each table decorated with a splash of the 
good old modern-meets-traditional style 
lamps. I was later told that the space was 
designed with a peacock theme in mind 
and the colours represented the feath-
ers of the bird dancing in the first rain; 
poetic, to say the least.

The Pullman and the adjoining No-
votel were built in tandem and designed 
in a way to complement each other. The 
Novotel lobby, designed on a lotus theme, 
had matching tones to that of the lotus 

Interiors of the 
Pullman lobby

[check out]

dining, The gen Y waY
The plush Pullman Hotel opens in the heart of New Delhi’s Aerocity and leaves Labanya Maitra 
feeling well fed, well rested and generally content



TTJ JURY 
CHOICE AWARD 

2 0 1 6

WINNER OF  ROBB REPORT’S 

27TH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

THE BEST OF BEST AWARDS, JUNE 2015

The best of best is the connoisseur’s guide  to the world’s fi nest 
new automobiles, yachts,  hotels, watches, wines and more.

CALL: +91 801 090 2222 
EMAIL: info@tutc.com • WEB: www.tutc.com

The amazing beauty of the Chamba camps
looks even more irresistible at our special summer price.

It is the land of lamas and nirvanas. The Chamba Camps at Thiksey & Diskit are 
perfect to experience both.  From the inside, the tents are masterpieces of luxury 
with aesthetically curated local art and architecture. Outside, you are no longer a 

tourist but a traveler. Enjoy the local recipes made from organic ingredients. Live like 
a Ladhaki. Gather a lifetime of memories. Share it with your friends and family back 
home with mementos from the stores in the camps. Resistance is futile.

FACILITIES:

• Exclusive guest lounge & in-house restaurant 
with multi-cuisine menu

• Each tent has a private terrace
• Large wardrobes with electronic safe
• Ensuite bathroom with shower cubicle with 

 running hot & cold water
• Laundry services
• Private butler service

www.chambacamp.com

www.chambacamp.com

per person, per night on twin share

*Taxes Extra. Terms & Conditions.



flower. While the Pullman is a slightly 
higher end luxury property, the Novotel 
caters to a more family friendly audience. 
The colour tones of the Novotel are defi-
nitely warmer with a far greater  
emphasis on natural light. Pullman, on 
the other hand, creates the mood of a 
room with various different kinds of 
artificial lighting.

The Pullman is also home to the larg-
est ballroom in Aerocity, fittingly called 
the Peacock Ballroom. They also have a 
variety of meeting rooms, which can be 
customised to the required size. Adja-
cent to the meeting rooms is an informal 
meeting area.

I was seated at the charming little 

lobby bar called ‘Pling’, named after the 
sound an ice cube makes as it hits a glass. 
The interiors, again peacock-themed, 
were covered in mirrors that made the 
room look larger than it was. Preoccu-
pied with the Spanish guitar that was 
playing in the background, it took me 
physical effort to pay attention to the 
itinerary being read out.

Walking into my plush little room with 
a front row seat view of the pool, I looked 
around at the queen-sized bed, strewn 
with colourful throw pillows against the 
padded silver wall, with ornate printed 
patterns. The snow-white bath strategi-
cally positioned almost in the middle of 
the room stood ready with a bowl of rose 

scented bath salts; there was a giant LCD 
screen right in front of the bed against a 
golden wall, again, printed. The juxtapo-
sition of the warm and cool colours gave 
the room a unique look of being homey 
as well as like a hotel. I waited for the 
housekeeping staff to leave before put-
ting the bed through the ultimate test—I 
plunged into the mattress and felt myself 
bounce back; I knew I would sleep well.

As lunchtime rolled around, I was taken 
to dine at Pluck, which offered European 
and Indian cuisine. The chefs, quite liter-
ally, pluck most of the produce from the 
neighbouring herb garden where seasonal 
vegetables and herbs are grown. Delicious 
as the food was, the presentation was 
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Clockwise from left: the 
Honk restaurant; the 

Pullman garden; and a 
luxury suite there





something straight out of Masterchef—
think little tuiles and onion ash being 
flooded with Parmesan soup in front of 
you. Pluck also had something called the 
vino deca, a portable wine dispenser by 
the glass; unique to the hotel and not to 
mention, very fancy. In fact, Café Pluck 
roasts its very own coffee beans as well.

Clearly, since I was clearly having such 
a hectic day, it only made sense to try 
out the hotel’s Woo Wellness Spa. The 
hour-and-a-half long vinotherapy with a 
red wine-based scrub and a glorious back 
massage tones and revitalises your body 
and also has incredible anti-aging prop-
erties, I was told. Repeatedly. Complete 
with cinnamon tea and a rain shower 
chamber in every therapy room, if you’re 
ever in the mood for feeling like royalty, 
walk on in.

Dinner reservations at the Southeast 

Asian ‘Honk’ restaurant were made for 
7pm; I’d initially thought this to be a tad 
early, but I soon realised why. Honk, 
named after the instantly recognisable 
honking sounds in the streets of south 
Asia, doesn’t merely provide you with 
food; it turns dining into an experience 
like none other. The Chef’s brainchild, 
Honk was designed entirely by him, com-
plete with all the cutlery being custom 
made for the restaurant in workshops 
and warehouses across the globe.

Two hours, four courses, multiple cui-
sines, and a gamut of conversation later, 
the journey through elevated street foods 
of Asia came to an end. The restaurants 
across the hotel also make it a point to 
pair different cocktails, and not just 
wine, with each course of the meal, so 
make sure to ask the chef for his  
recommendation.

Finally, satisfied and on a food high, 
I made my way up to my room fantasis-
ing about the rose scented bubbly bath 
I’d spend the next hour soaking myself 
in. With that, wrapped in the soft, plush 
robe, I curled up in bed with my laptop 
and watched Game of Thrones on the 
complimentary high-speed wifi.

I eventually fell asleep with a stupid 
smile on my face, already making plans 
about the next time I’d be here; ah, such 
was absolute bliss.                                                         
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The informaTion
LOCATION Asset No. 02, Aerocity Hospital-
ity District, IGI Airport, New Delhi – 110037 

ACCOMMODATION 270 rooms and suites

TArIff from  `7,019 

CONTACT +91-11-46080808,   
pullmanhotels.com

Poolside at 
the Pullman













For those seeking paradise, there has 
been a major breakthrough. Lo-
cated atop Oman’s Green Mountain 

in the expansive Saiq Plateau, Anantara’s 
beautiful Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar Re-
sort will be a sight to behold when it opens 
in July. The five-star resort is the Middle-
East’s highest and will offer 115 guest rooms 
and villas overlooking the fierce canyon 
underneath. The villas here are especially 
intimate, replete with exclusive swimming 
pools, private butlers and a spellbinding 
view. You must fine dine at the Arabian grill 
restaurant, or accompany a chef to the local 
souq or the resort’s own chef’s garden as a 
part of the ‘Spice Spoons’ cooking class.
But that’s not all. Physical activities such 
as archery, quad biking and excursions 
will certainly keep you busy. Otherwise, 
just swim in the indoor swimming pool, 
dance at the elegant ballroom, or engorge 
the breathtaking view while sitting along 
the cliff’s edge. From OMR 172 (about 

`30,000); anantara.com/al-jabal-al-akhdar

such great  
heights

COME OUT AND PARTY! At Moxy by Marriott, they don’t want you laz-
ing around in your beds. Specially catered to Generation Y and Generation 
Z, the rooms are deliberately designed to be pea-sized so that all you want to 
do is get out of those cramped spaces and hit the bar, which also happens to 
be where the check-in counter is located.  So come aboard this andrenaline-
pumping experience. A new branch just opened up in New Orleans and 
there are many more on their way. 

[fresh sheet]

Welcome to the lap of 
luxury at Noida’s 
premier 5-star deluxe 

property, the Radisson Blu MBD. 
Their unique Privé Collection boasts 
of the kind of luxury that surpasses all 
expectations. With its 33 elaborately 
designed luxury rooms, the Radisson 
Blu is designed to embody each mood 
to perfection with intricate lighting, 
thematic music and all amenities 
customised to give the perfect feel. 
The hotel displays certain timeless-
ness by incorporating centuries of 
styles ranging from old Victorian 
style artwork to more modern and 
contemporary designs. The rococo 
style interiors brings the hotel back 
to its classic Indian roots. With POP 
carved frames around classic colonial 
paintings and Italian wood flooring, 
the rooms are most certainly fit for 
royalty. Privé from  ̀ 13,499; radissonblu.

com/en/hotel-noida

At some hotels, the music stu-
dio enters the studio apart-
ment.  W Hotels Worldwide, 

part of Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide, Inc., in partnership with 
Coca Cola, is proud to present rooms 
equipped with top-notch industrial 
standard music equipments (read 
Native, Pioneer and Moong)  and 
recording studios at the W Bali hotel. 
Conceptualised by the famous DJ 
White Shadow, the idea is to build 
the ultimate creative environment, 
inviting inspiration and facilitating 
any music-making process; WRetreatBali.

com/WSoundSuite

Lap of
Luxury

sounds 
just fine

[revamp]

[check in]
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Thanjavur

This section is 
brought to you by 

The secreT charms of



O N E ’ S  O W N

• Luxury Boutique Hotel - 34 Rooms and Suites
• 3 Fine Dining Restaurants - Aaharam, Palaharam & Nila • An Exclusive Boutique - Sri

• The Gym & Spa - Arogyam & Soukyam • The Banquet Hall - Divyam • The Art Gallery - Gautama

No. 4/1116, Blake Hr. Sec. School Road, M. Chavadi, Thanjavur - 613001, Tamil Nadu, India
To book now, call: +91 4362 273 222 or mail us at res@svatma.in  |  www.svatma.in

Unparalleled

exclusive



cover story thanjavur

The spice tray, 
presented for the 
delectation and 
edification of 
guests at the 
Svatma hotel

PLACE

PLENTY

OF

the city of the 
great brihadisvara 

is a pilgrimage. 
nayantara patel 

pays homage.  
photographs by 
 vaibhav mehta
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thanjavur

Clockwise from top: a room in the Heritage wing at Svatma; a Bharatanatyam dancer gives a  
lec-dem at the hotel; and early morning at the great Brihadisvara temple



It all began with a dream about cof-
fee. Davarah-tumbler, a rich brown 
liquid, quite sweet, slightly bitter, 
only as hot as the tongue can take—a 

sort of platonic ideal of coffee. The 
dream was framed in tubelit blue, the 
backdrop an entirely natural distress-
finish. The air was light, the smiles were 
bright, there was a faint scent of jasmine. 

Vaibhav and I had been walking 
around Thanjavur’s main market for half 
an hour. We had made frequent stops. 
I, distracted by a compulsion to buy 
little bits off the piles of gundu milagu 
and vatthal as well as by the dazzling 
white smiles of women who closed their 
mouths only long enough to frame gig-
gling replies to my pidgin Tamil. Vaibhav, 
intent on his photographic duties. 

“Kaapi kadai engey, please?”, “Ingey 
daan, ma!”, “Anda roadle, kadaseele, 
ma!”, and so it went, from street to little 
street. Till we turned a corner and there 
it was: Coffee Palace, Kasi Kadai Street. 
My dream was not a dream but a mem-
ory, the sight shot with that same joyful 
blue, the coffee exactly as I thought I had 
dreamt it. We had two servings each and 
stopped only because we were a bit dizzy 
with the perfection of the moment. We 
had only met the day before, but Vaibhav 
was just as overcome as I and we nearly 
hugged in happiness.

This is what suddenly finding one-
self at the centre of one’s universe can 
do to an otherwise reasonably rational, 
not overly sentimental, currently only 
moderately greedy person. I am not par-
ticularly interested in tourists’ fantasies 

svatma’s ‘experience modules’ range 
from culinary classes, to witnessing 
vedic chanting or a bharatanatyam 
recital of the ‘thanjavur school’



thanjavur

I may as well say It agaIn: If there’s one 
place In tamIl nadu that you must vIsIt 
before you dIe, It Is thanjavur

The seating area in the 
centre of the Heritage 
wing at Svatma





but since it has been said before, I may 
as well say it again: if there’s one place 
in Tamil Nadu that you must visit before 
you die, it is Thanjavur. This is the heart 
of Tamil culture, a musical place fed by 
gently thrumming arteries with names 
just as mellifluous, if your tongue can 
wrap itself around the several syllables 
correctly: Thiruvaiyaru, Kumbakonam, 
Darasuram, Papanasam, Swamimalai, 
Gangaikondacholapuram... 

My previous visit to Thanjavur, 
many years ago and the same one 

that had fed my dream, was a very differ-
ent one. I had set off from Chennai in a 
non-AC Maruti van, whose surly driver 
had insisted on playing on loop a Tamil 
film song trendy at the time, as we rattled 
around Tamil Nadu on the ‘Chola temple 
circuit’. On this first romantic encounter 
with the Tamil heartland, I had stayed at 
TTDC’s Hotel Tamilnadu in Thanjavur, 
but I was even nearly charmed by the 
cockroaches scurrying into the tears of 
the raggedy coir ‘carpet’. This time, like I 
said, it’s different. Very different.

And that’s because I’m staying at the 
resplendent Svatma, Thanjavur’s first 
bona fide luxury hotel. The kind of place 
where elegant staff drapes an angavas-
tram around you, garlands you with 
mallipu and coaxes cool coconut water 
down your throat before you’re across 
the thinnai. I had arrived in style too, off a 
flight to Trichy and then driven in an SUV 
along an excellent road to the hotel. 

Krithika Subrahmanian had been on 

the same flight from Chennai. Archi-
tect, Bharatanatyam dancer, fierce 
health-freak (“I never eat anything out 
of a packet. Except ice cream”), this 
wonderwoman is the raison d’etre for 
Svatma. Married into a family that made 
its wealth in the building business, she is 
the epitome of TamBrahm gentility—and 
business commonsense. It beggars belief 
that no one in the industry had thus far 
grabbed the opportunity to provide a 
commodious luxury base for tourism in 
this region. (Till recently, the closest the 
luxury traveller got to accessing the Cho-
la heartland in comfort was in Chettinad; 
Thanjavur’s only other boutique hotel is 
just that, boutique i.e. small and unable to 
accommodate largeish groups.)  

Subrahmanian has restored a century-
old traditional mansion (which now 
houses an open-to-air café, an assort-
ment of banquet areas and, on the upper 
floors, the seven ‘heritage’ rooms) and 
also built an adjoining structure that of-

The bhonsles are gracious and display 
painTing afTer painTing, sTacked 
casually againsT peeling walls

Tanjore paintings at the Bhonsles (top); and the 
painstaking work
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fers another 31. Though Svatma likes to 
describe all the rooms as ‘heritage’, those 
in the new ‘millennium’ wing are fairly 
standard-issue five-star rooms, albeit 
with local colour in the form of fat-fig-
ured Nayak art and nice touches such as a 
pocket Bhagavad Gita by Annie Besant on 
every bedside table. The rooms in the old 
wing are downright gorgeous, though, 
with antique furniture and custom-
woven rugs and throws in brilliant Tamil 
colours. A couple have private balconies 
that look on to the beautiful old tree 
that frames the façade of the building. 
If you’ve got money to throw, make sure 
you send it down this particular chute. 

After a dozen years and counting at OT, 
I’ve seen a fair number of luxury hotels. 
And yes, there exists the phenomenon 
called too-much-of-a-good-thing. So 
my eye tends to glaze over these days 
at the power showers and the espresso 
machines and the pillow menus. And 
brightens at any display of, to use that coy 
phrase, ‘a special something’. The last 
thing I had expected was that it would ar-
rive on a platter. (I was mildly sulky about 
the fact that I would have to go vegetarian 
for my three days at Svatma.) But the food 
here is a revelation: Tanjore Maratha 
food! Do you know it? I didn’t. 

Any guidebook will tell you about the 
diverse heritage of this storied city—its 
being ruled consecutively by those great 
monument-builders, the Cholas, then the 
Pandyas, the Nayaks and the Marathas, 
who finally gave over to the British (“four 
dynosities”, as Mr Raja, Tourist Guide, 
told us at the Thanjavur Palace, but I’ll re-
turn to him shortly). But, apart from the 
built heritage—most notably in the form 
of the stupendous 11th-century Brihad-

isvara temple (Chola) and the Thanjavur 
Palace (Nayak and Maratha)—there’s 
little immediate evidence to the visitor of 
that diverse culture. 

So it is with considerable gratitude that 
I receive a gleaming brass thali at Svatma. 
Multiple bowls contain a variety of 
unfamiliar foods and Arun Kumar, F&B 
manager, is happy to rattle off the names: 
Ambat Rasa (“spicy Indian curry with 
yam stick, onion and 15 secret spices”), 
Udidal Saakla (“boiled black gram with 
onion and tomato”), Ambat Bindiya 
(“okra tossed with Indian spices”) and 
my favourite Kaccha Pulicha (“un-
cooked tamarind extract with onion and 
coriander”). The last looks like a rasam 
and feels like a rasam but isn’t a rasam; if 
it’s possible to better a rasam in idea and 
expression, this is it. Thin, light, cool-
ing, incredibly appetising. Thanjavur is 
famous for being the source of refined 
Brahmin vegetarian food—and it is pos-
sible to eat well elsewhere in town—but 
not a trace of this fascinating Maratha 
culinary legacy has been seen thus far, 

my dream was not a dream but a memory, 
the sight shot with the same joyful blue, 
the coffee as i thought i had dreamt it

Coffee Palace (top); and the perfect brew
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Overseas Mediclaim policy is a package policy which covers travel emergencies
When someone is travelling abroad. It is available for three categories of travelers –

*  Cover varies from plan to plan, Terms & Conditions Apply

Business & Holiday   Employment & Study   Corporate Frequent Travelers 

SaliEnT FEaTurES:
Emergency medical  expenses & 
repatriation cover
Personal accident cover
Delay of Checked-in Baggage 
Loss of checked-in baggage

Loss of passport
Personal liability cover
Claim assistance available from an 
International Service Provider
Claims are payable in foreign currency 
to Doctors / Hospitals abroad

(a Govt. of india undertaking)
Registered & Head Office : 3, Middleton Street , Kolkata – 700071
24x7 Toll Free Number : 1800-200-7710, Website : www.nationalinsuranceindia.com
IRDA Registration  No.58, CIN: U10200WB1906GOI001713
Write to us at customer.relations@nic.co.in
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not for love or money. 
And now you can; for money, of course. 

Even if you’re not staying at Svatma, do 
drop in for lunch. Subrahmanian and her 
able cohort, Francophone food consul-
tant JK Madan, spent months search-
ing out Maratha families still extant in 
Thanjavur and persuaded some of the 
ladies out of their own kitchens and into 
Svatma’s. The result is a sensory delight 
and an important documentary exercise. 

A meal at Svatma is only about the 
fourth and newest ‘thing to do’ in 

Thanjavur. For those who share my depth 
of romantic affection for the city, two 
weeks every year of one’s life may suf-
fice. But for most tourists, two days here 
once in their lives seems to be plenty, 
enough to ‘do’: 1) the Brihadisvara, 2) the 
Thanjavur Palace and 3) buy a Tanjore 
painting or silk sari. But here too is an-
other advantage of staying at the Svatma. 
Their ‘experience modules’ range from 
culinary classes, to witnessing bronze-
casting demos or Vedic chanting by 

priests or a Bharatanatyam recital of the 
‘Thanjavur school’ or a chamber concert 
of the veena, to visiting handloom weav-
ers or Tanjore painting artisans, to a trip 
to the Big Temple with an ‘academic 
expert’. Vaibhav and I sat in on the music 
and dance sessions, arranged for the edi-
fication of a bunch of somewhat puzzled 
Westerners, and decided to strike out on 
our own for the rest. 

Thus do we encounter another high-
light: Mr Raja, Tourist Guide. Anyone 
who has availed of the services of this 
category of professionals in India will 

have their own charming experiences 
to relate. I too have met a few but Raja 
is special. First, he delights me and con-
founds Vaibhav by proclaiming loudly, 
“Wybow! What a name! The great Lord 
Vishnu!” And then, at the art gallery in 
the Thanjavur Palace, with its priceless 
collection of massive antique Nataraja 
bronzes, pleases Vaibhav too, by striking 
a series of tandava poses, excellently bal-
anced given his apparent decrepitude. 

We had arranged to meet at the Periya 
Koil or Big Temple at 6am the next day. 
It seemed entirely in keeping with his 
happy whimsical character that Raja 
stood us up. Which left Wybow and I un-
lectured and unentertained, and a good 
thing too. Because it is correct to submit 
to the grand edifice with solemnity and 
awe. I am content to gaze quietly at the 
gopuram, do an irreligious but deeply 
respectful couple of parikramas and 
watch the worshippers. They are here in 
droves, the spillover from neighbouring 
Kumbakonam, where the massive Maha-
maham has just concluded. 

And then we meet another Raja. A real 
one. At least, he would have been, if that 
thing called the sovereign democratic 

The Thanjavur Palace has an astonishing 
collection of antique bronzes; and silk thread

56    outlook traveller • june 2016





some text here

republic of India hadn’t got in the way. 
His card reads “Ry. B. Sambaji Rajah 
Bhonsle” and he and his brothers live in 
one wing of the Thanjavur Palace, not 
quite in the manner of their ancestors a 
century and a half ago. Mr Bhonsle has 
some English and his brother, busy at his 
little desk putting the finishing touches 
to a painting, has none. They are both 
extremely gracious though and display 
painting after painting stacked casually 
against peeling walls in dark, musty, low-
ceilinged rooms. This is how the family 
makes a living, selling these coveted arte-
facts for as little as three thousand rupees 
for a small Tanjore painting to lakhs for 
one vast and intricate piece. It’s a touch-
ing encounter, a conversation conducted 
largely through gesture and smile, and 
somehow fitting of dispossessed royalty 
in spite of the modest environment. 

I bow my way out of the short door 
with regret. I breathe a sigh for a lost 
time, when the great Thyagaraja shaped 
Carnatic music on the banks of the 
Kaveri nearby, when that other fasci-
nating local, Balasaraswati, brought 
Bharatanatyam to the world stage. But 
there’s still grace to be found here, as  
Mr Bhonsle showed me. I could live with 
a leader like this, in times like these, in a 
town like this.    

GETTING THERE
The closest airport is Trichy (50km/45min). 
Jet Airways flies thrice a day to and from 
Chennai (from approx `2,500 one way). 
Madurai airport is 2hrs away. Thanjavur also 
has a railway station, connected to Chennai 
and other cities in Tamil Nadu. 

WHERE TO STAY
The newest and most luxurious hotel in 
town is Svatma (‘millennium rooms’ from 
`10,000; ‘heritage rooms’ from `12,000; 
with breakfast, taxes extra; svatma.in). Tanjore 
Hi has 14 trendy rooms (from `5,500; 
duneecogroup.com). Reliable but unexciting mid-
range options include Hotel Parisutham (from 
`4,000; hotelparisutham.com), Hotel Sangam 
(from `4,700; sangamhotels.com) and Hotel 
Gnanam (from `3,100; hotelgnanam.com). And 
yes, there’s Hotel Tamilnadu (from `1,400; 
ttdconline.com).

WHERE TO EAT
Svatma, for refined Tamil vegetarian food and, 
if you visit on the right day, exciting Maratha-
Tamil food. Eat satisfyingly off a banana 
leaf at Sri Venkata Lodge on Gandhiji Road. 
Thevar’s, also on Gandhiji Road, does a good 
chicken biryani. Gnanam and Sangam also 
have restaurants that dish out palatable fare. 

WHAT TO SEE & dO
> Visit the Brihadisvara: This is why you’re 
here. Go early, to wander the vast courtyard in 
peace and get the best light for your pics.

> Spend an hour or two at the Thanjavur 
Palace: Recently renovated (in questionable 
taste), the art gallery has a jaw-dropping 
collection of bronzes, one large room of 
which is given over entirely to massive 
antique Natarajas. The Palace also houses 
the Saraswathi Mahal Library, also recently 
renovated, with a staggering collection of old 
Sanskrit manuscripts and colonial texts. 
> Get an appointment with the Bhonsle family 
and watch respectfully as a Tanjore painting 
is brought to life (04362-273127, srbhonsle@
yahoo.com). Buy one too. 
> Visit a handloom weaver and be introduced 
to another Thanjavur speciality, the korvai 
interlocking system of border-weaving. 
The family of SV Rajaratinam is welcoming, 
articulate and also have a small collection 
of gorgeous saris for sale (SR Vishwanath, 
9367722266, svvsilks@gmail.com).
> Go in January for the Thyagaraja 
Aradhanai, one of the biggest Carnatic music 
festivals, held annually in Thiruvaiyaru (13km) 
to commemorate the saint’s birth anniversary. 
Hundreds of musicians turn up for this 
massive enchanting display. 
> Look out for when the Festival of Sacred 
Music will be held (usually in February). This 
relatively new event, held over a few days at 
various atmospheric venues in Thiruvaiyaru, 
brings Carnatic, Hindustani and World music 
to these parts, to the delight of music-mad 
locals. See festivalofsacredmusic.com.

n nayantara patel

#THE INFOR MATION

The mural-painted walls and ceiling of the 
Thanjavur Palace
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Leapfrog it!
Don't climb the learning curve. 

Jul 2016 - Coorg
Macro Photography Tour

Jun/Jul/Aug/Sep 2016 - Kabini
Wildlife Photography Tour

Jul 2016 - Anaimalai
Rainforest Photography Tour

Jul/Sep 2016 - Ladakh
Landscape and Culture Photography Tour

Sep 2016 - Pantanal
Jaguar Photography Expedition, Brazil

Dec 2016 - Tadoba
Tiger Photography Tour

Oct 2016 - Ranthambhore
Tiger Photography Tour

Dec 2016 - Masai Mara
Big Cat Photography Tour

Oct 2016 - Gir
Lion Photography Tour

Dec 2016 - Rann of Kutch
Wildlife Photography Tour

Feb 2017 - Costa Rica
Central American Bird Photography Tour

Aug 2016 - Masai Mara
The Great Migration Photography Tour

Nov 2016 - Tal Chhapar
Wildlife Photography Tour

Nov 2016 - Bandhavgarh
Tiger Photography Tour

Upcoming Photography Tours 

You . Your Travel . Your Photography
India's numero-uno travel-and-photography company.



Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 b

y 
Ja

ya
nt

h 
Sh

ar
m

a,
 T

oe
ho

ld

®

With amazing photo opportunities and real-time learning under professional 
photographers, Toehold's acclaimed Photo Tours make it easy to come up the
learning curve.  So you leapfrog to the top of your craft with impressive speed.

phototours@toehold.in

Sign up now to enjoy an unmatched travel and photography experience.

Photography
Tours

Photography
Workshops

Camera & Lens
Rentals

Custom Travel
Services

Kids & Teenager
Camps

Merchandise
Shop



cover story deccan odyssey

Bhaichand Patel experiences the five-

star life aboard the deccan odyssey



Luxurious vintage cabins on 
board the Deccan Odyssey 

2
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Clockwise from top left: 
welcome at Aurangabad; a 

twin room on board; and the 
beautifully appointed 

Waavar restaurant

m n

Those of you who are of a certain 
age will recall a time when 
Indian trains had three classes 
of travel: first, second and third. 

There was no air-conditioning even in the 
first class coaches but you could sit and 
sleep four to a cabin.  Electric trains were 
still in the future. At a halt the attendant 
would get off and get you a mug of hot 
water from the steam engine in front. 
That’s how Frank Moraes, the legendary 
editor of The Times of India, shaved in the 
morning. Ah! The romance of train travel 
in those days!

Second class had cushioned seats but 
one had to sit up throughout the journey 
if the cabin was full. It was the worst deal 
of all. In third class there were wooden 
berths and we were packed like sardines. 
Once I spent the whole night sitting on 

my suitcase. But I was partial to third 
class travel for no other reason except 
that it was financially viable for me. With 
a student discount, I could travel from 
Delhi to Bombay for twenty rupees. By 
now you probably have a good idea on my 
age!

That was then. A few months back, I 
went to the other extreme for a whole 
new experience. I travelled like a Maha-
raja, pampered and fussed over, in one of 
the most luxurious trains in the world, the 
Deccan Odyssey. It was a five-star hotel in 
perpetual motion. The seven-night ride 

on wheels takes you through the major 
historic spots of the Deccan and some-
times beyond. It costs an arm and a leg but 
more on that later.    

On a balmy Saturday afternoon, we 
were sent off in style to the sounds of 
drums beating and boisterous folk danc-
ing from Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Station. (They can call it whatever they 
want but this magnificent Gothic train 
station will always be Victoria Terminus 
for me!)  This set the mood for the journey 
ahead.  Almost all the passengers were 
foreigners, among them Canadians, Eu-
ropeans, a couple from Hong Kong and a 
large amiable contingent from Turkey. 

We were welcomed on board with 
refreshing mocktails as the train made 
its leisurely way through the city’s outer 
suburbs. I unpacked and took a measure 
of the amenities in my cabin. The beds 
were first rate; there was a television on 
the wall, a writing desk as well as a cell 
phone to call for service. There was wi-fi. 
The shower and toilet had the usual good-
ies you find in any decent hotel. Best of all, 
when you flushed the toilet your poo did 
not end up on the tracks below. That was a 
first for me on an Indian train! 

On this run, the Deccan Odyssey had 
five passenger coaches, each with four 
cabins with double or twin beds. An-
other coach had two presidential suites 
for the well-heeled with drawing rooms 
adjacent to the sleeping area. The number 
of coaches are added or subtracted from 
week to week depending on the demand. 
There was a spa if you felt like a massage, 
a conference room and a library. The staff 
quarters were at the other end of the train. 

After a hot shower, I changed from 
shorts into something less casual and 
headed for the bar where I ordered a stiff 
Scotch. This was another first for me, a 
bar on an Indian train! Sure, I have had 
drinks before on Indian trains, even with 
ice, but always surreptitiously and with 
pangs of guilt!  Then I checked out the 

I travelled lIke 
a Maharaja In 
one of the Most 
luxurIous traIns 
In the world, the 
deccan odyssey
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restaurant. There were two dining rooms 
with the kitchen in the middle, both with 
plush seating for two on one side of the 
aisle and four on the other. The wait-
ers were attentive and smartly dressed, 
sometimes in kurta and Maharashtrian-
style dhotis and at other more formal 
occasions in black sherwanis. 

The menu offered a choice of Indian 
or European cuisine. On my first evening 
I opted for rack of lamb, medium rare. It 
was made to perfection by the London-

trained chef on board, Simarpal Singh 
Virdi, who had earlier done a stint at 
Indigo, an up-scale Mumbai restaurant. 

Except for a high tea at the Falaknuma 
Palace on our stop in Hyderabad, all our 
meals, breakfast, lunch and dinner, were 
on the train throughout the trip.  There 
was always a choice at all meals. The more 
adventurous foreigners tried out the local 
stuff, biryani one day, perhaps Goan fish 
curry the next. I stuck to the non-Indian 
cuisine. The baked salmon took my fancy 
one evening and Thai green curry at lunch 
the following day. There was also sushi. 
The breakfast menus included the usual 
selection of breads, also idli, upma, pao 
bhaaji as well as eggs Benedict, sausages 
and omelettes.

On the first morning, when I woke up 
and parted the curtain, I could see that 
we were still shooting through the bar-
ren lands of the Deccan plateau. Javed, 
the valet assigned to our compartment 
brought me morning tea together with 

the printout of the e-paper edition of 
The Times of India that was downloaded 
from the internet. He was at our service 
throughout the day, to make the bed, 
change the linen daily and cater to our ev-
ery whim. He would get the laundry done 
and arrange to have the meal brought to 
the cabin if, for some reason, one was not 
inclined to eat in the restaurant. 

Our first stop was Bijapur to visit the 
Gol Gumbaz, literally ‘round dome’, 
reputed to be the world’s third largest 
unsupported dome. It was built in 1659. 
The more adventurous among us decided 
to climb all the way to the top. Bijapur 
also boasts the Malik-e-Maidan, a huge 
cannon over four metres long. It is 500 
years  old and was brought to the city as 
a war trophy by ten elephants and 400 
oxen. In the afternoon, after lunch, most 
passengers rested while some Turks tried 
playing carom, quintessentially an Indian 
board game.  It was not always half-day 
excursions. In Hampi, for instance, it was 

The more 
advenTurous 
among us decided 
To climb all The 
way To The Top
of The gol gumbaz

Gol Gumbaz, Bijapur

DINODIA PHOTO LIBRARY
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rather hectic. We returned to the train 
only after the magnificent 16th -century 
Vittala Temple was lit up after sunset for 
our benefit.  

The Deccan Odyssey has six different 

itineraries depending on the date you 
choose to travel.  I was on ‘Jewels of the 
Deccan’ and that suited me fine though 
I would have liked to see the historic 
and religious town of Nashik which was 

on the ‘Maharashtra Spendour’ or the 
‘Mahrashtra Wild Trail’ excursions but 
not on ours.

Besides Bijapur and Hampi we stopped 
to see the ancient temples of Badami, 
the Golconda Fort in Hyderabad and the 
caves of Ellora and Ajanta, the last two 
certainly the highlight for me. I had last 
visited these caves almost 50 years ago 
as a young backpacker. The intervening 
years have not diminished the awe I felt 
once again.  The Kailash temple in Ellora, 

the magnificent  
sixteenth century 
Vittala temple in 
hampi was lit up 
after sunset for 
our benefit

Charminar, Hyderabad, 
and (below) Vittala 
Temple lit up at night

ALAMY/INDIAPICTURE



With its swift flowing rivers, grand rapids and picturesque lakes, Maghalaya is a 
haven for adventure and water sports enthusiasts. Paddling down gushing rivers, 
wih verdant hills and lush forests providing the idyllic backdrop, white water rafting 
and kayaking can be a thrilling experience in Meghalaya. Rivers like Rymben, Riwai, 
Umngot, Kynshi, Wah Blei, Umtrew and the serene Lake Umiam  offer kayaking 
possibilities you would not want to forget. You will long to come back again, hit the 
waters and immerse yourself in excitement!

WITH A PROMISE TO MESMERISE YOU WITH AN EXPERIENCE NEVER HAD

DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM, 3rd Secretariat Nokrek Building, Lower Lachumiere, Shillong -793001, Meghalaya, India lTel Fax: 0364-2502580 l Email: meghtourism@gmail.com l www.megtourism.gov.in
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dedicated to Shiva, is the world’s largest 
monolithic sculpture. As for Ajanta, the 
2,000-year-old paintings were discov-
ered in 1819 when a British hunting party 
stumbled upon them. The caves’ isolation 
preserved them over the centuries. 

The Deccan Odyssey offers you a memo-
rable and comfortable way of touring if 
you have limited time. You pack in a lot 
in seven days. Most of the distances are 
covered at night while you are sleeping. 

Luxury trains like this one are relics of 

the past. Indian nobility once travelled in 
this style. Abroad, the most glamorous of 
them all was the legendary Orient Express 
that steamed out of Paris, beginning 1883, 
and ended up in Istanbul in Turkey. It 
was the setting for a number of novels, 
including Agatha Christie’s Murder on 
the Orient Express and Graham Greene’s 
Stamboul Train. Both were made into films. 
The train was discontinued in 1977. Today, 
there is another train bearing the same 
name but with a much shorter route. It 
has neither the aura nor the glamour of 
the original.  

You will find a number of European 
countries with upscale trains that cater 
to tourists. The Belmond group oper-
ates seven such trains of which the Grand 
Hibernian in Ireland and the Northern Belle 
in Britain are the most popular. Deccan 
Odyssey’s advantage over its European 
counterparts is the quality of service on 
board. On the trip I took, there were 40 
passengers with a staff of 40 to take care 
of our needs. It is just not economically 

The mystical 
Ellora Caves

Ellora’s Kailash 
tEmplE, dEdicatEd 
to shiva, is thE 
world’s largEst 
monolithic  
sculpturE 
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feasible for European trains to provide 
such personalised service. 

The train’s design is a mix of opulence 
and heritage. The dark blue exteriors 
carry gold insignias of crossed swords, a 
nod to Maratha warriors of the past. The 
train is jointly owned by the Maharashtra 

Government and Indian Railways but 
they have wisely given its management to 
Cox & Kings, a highly regarded travel and 
hospitality operator that traces its history 
to 1758. 

The last night was the gala night with 
dancing to Bollywood music in the bar. 

Ladies in saris and men in kurtas pro-
vided as keepsakes. The Turkish ladies 
had a flair for Bollywood-style dancing, 
no doubt learnt from our films.    

Murals at Ajanta Caves;  
and (below) dinner on 

the train

THE Train
The Deccan Odyssey is a luxury train operating 
on six journeys—Maharashtra Splendour, Indian 
Odyssey, Jewels of the Deccan, Maharashtra 
Wild Trail, Indian Sojourn and Hidden Treasures 
of Gujarat. Except Indian Odyssey all the 
journeys begin in Mumbai. All the journeys are 
for eight days and seven nights. 

The train has 21 coaches, including two 
dining cars, Waavar and Utsav, two generator 
cars with luggage store, two staff cars, a spa 
car and a bar car. 

Among the services offered on board are 
wi-fi, cell phones, channel music and also a 
beauty saloon.

Tariff
A single occupancy cabin costs `383,500. 
If you share the cabin it comes down to 
`277,000. The Presidential suite costs 

`830,000 single or double occupancy. This 
takes care of all the meals, bus tours, the 
guides and the entrance fees to the sites. 
Early bird offer on bookings till June 15: 
pay for six nights and get seven nights plus 
complimentary 60-minute spa therapy for a 
couple.

ConTaCT
To book, call +91-9811204347. See deccan-
odyssey-india.com for more information.

sCHEdulE  
The Deccan Odyssey usually operates between 
September and May. The next train is Jewels 
of the Deccan, which departs on October 8. 
It starts from Mumbai and travels to Bijapur, 
Aihole, Pattadakal, Hampi, Hyderabad, Ellora 
Caves and Ajanta Caves before ending in 
Mumbai during its eight-day itinerary. 

#THE INFOR MATION
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THE RESORT HOTEL
11, Madh-Marve Road, Aksa Beach,
 Malad (West), Mumbai - 400 095
Tel: +91 2261367777 / 2228447777
Resv. ID:   resv@theresortmumbai.com
Email:   info@theresortmumbai.com
Sales ID: sales@theresortmumbai.com 

From extensive flower decorations for the 
guestrooms, make-up specialists to multi tiered 
wedding cakes, don’t let logistics get in the way of 
your dream wedding. With a wedding at The Resort, 
all that is taken care off! The dedicated events 
personnel ensures that every single detail has been 
executed in grandeur, right from conceptualizing 
creative wedding set-up to helping pick out exquisite 
floral arrangements. The different venues for pre-
nuptials like Sangeet, Mehendi, Engagement and 
of course the Grand wedding will keep the guests 
looking for what’s next? The simplistically ethereal 

The in-house team of wedding specialists 
here strives to make the entire process a 
seamlessly memorable one weighing in 
on how to plan a drama-free getaway 

for you

ambience and warm authentic hospitality will 
attract you as the team is determined to give you 
an experience that you and your guests will never 
forget. This place will hold a special significance 
for you and your partner for the rest of your lives. 
Let the beginning of your journey be at The Resort, 
Mumbai’s premiere beach resort where the desires 
are understood.

The Resort is your best bet for a glitch-free 
and memorable celebration



Imagine the setting sun, lavish waves and billowing 
breeze coming together as the backdrop for your 
nuptials. Making it a picture perfect is the only order 
of the day for a bespoke wedding. 

What’s more important than jetting off to a beautiful 
location for your wedding? And with friends and 
family to accompany you, the experience can get 
more exhilarating. Beach side wedding at a resort 
can be a wonderful wedding that is sure to be poles 
apart than general wedding events. Couples are 
increasingly drawn to places that provide exciting 
experiences and unique memories. If you have 
selected The Resort for your wedding, then the ideas 
are as endless as your thoughts! It is the perfect 

HOW DOES IT FEEL TO 
GIVE YOUR WEDDING 
A TOUCH OF BEACHSCAPE?

wedding destination for those who are drawn to 
the stately and the splendid in a truly extraordinary 
setting.

Basking in the sun, walking along the waves and 
taking in the fresh air before you make a new 
beginning with your partner. Sounds like a dream, 
right? Here, the dreamy thoughts will merge into 
reality! Located in the soul-soothing ambience of 
Aksa Beach and spread over 6 acres, you can be 
sure to capture stunningly beautiful photographs and 
videos. The multiple venues will allow you to scatter 
your functions across the picturesque property. The 
striking beauty of the property will reflect in the reels 
of the photographers and cinematographers. 

The widespread property with beach-
facing lawns, extensive poolside area and 
other enclosed banquet spaces that can 
host more than 2000 people is a dream 

come true for couples keen to tie the knot 
by the serene sea

With 94 rooms available for residential 
weddings where almost all the rooms are 
beach facing and 2 bedroom villas with 
a private lawn, The Resort is ideal for your 

special event
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View of 
Pushkar from 

the Savitri 
Temple hillPushkar

the glory of pushkar lies in its astonishing 
ability to engage the visitor all-year  

round, discovers ranee sahaney.  
photographs by puneet K. paliwal
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E 
verywhere I turn, I hear music.
In temple bells in the narrow 
lane near Varaha Ghat, where 
I see my friend turn away from 

the marigolds at the flower stall by a 
shrine to soak up the lush perfume of the 
roses and jasmine. Or at night return-
ing from a late dinner. Strains of trance 
music are heard over the thunder of the 
bikes in the medieval bazaar or in the 
rhythms of the chanting priests by the 
Brahma Temple by the ghats at the newly 
launched The Sacred, a yoga, music and 
meditation festival, where nagara player 
Nathu Lal Solanki mesmerised us with his 
métier at Raj Bohra Ghat. 

And I hear dance. I never really got the 
hang of the quick step but I could dance 
with abandon with my friends and the 
priests in the temple forecourt under a 
spreading peepal tree. A whirling mass of 
sheer joi de vivre in a sacred space.

I rediscovered math, which I hated in 
school.  I re-learned multiplication when 
gobbling malpua at Sarweshwar Sweets 
in Halwai Gali near Gau Ghat. I had a 
rethink on addition as we watched the 
guinea pig at the resort sort out her babies 
from the others in the cage. I rediscov-
ered subtraction while bargaining for a 
mirrorwork notebook at the craftshop. 
I re-learned division while sharing the 
prasad with my fellow companions at the 
Krishna shrine. 

I rediscovered the equation of death 
with life. Varanasi, whose business is 
death, intimidates me. It’s too in-your-
face. At Pushkar, you embrace the 
equation with joyful wonderment as you 
watch a man go through the time-worn 
pind daan rituals in the lake, while along 
the ghats a monkey runs off with a poori 
from a luckless kid.

It is at Pushkar that I rejigged my con-
cept of time when unspooling the legends 
of the gods and goddesses who walked 
this sacred terrain, playing out emo-
tions we mere mortals are all too familiar 
with. Brahma fuming at the tardiness of 
his spouse Savitri for delaying his great 
yagna, an enraged Savitri leaving him 
when he finds another woman to take 
her place at the auspicious moment, Lord 
Shiva mad at him for not being invited. 

This is my Pushkar, and mela or 
noT, small and medieval as iT is, iT 
will sweeP you off your feeT, as iT 
celebraTes The riddle of life 



Pilgrims at the ghat 
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This is my Pushkar, and mela or not, 
small and medieval as it is, it will sweep 
you off your feet, as it celebrates the riddle 
of life in countless ways, all year round. 
The everyday world of Pushkar did more 
than ‘inspire and encourage well-being, 
tranquillity and self-discovery through 
music, yoga, and meditation’. I found 
a fresh take on everything which has 
become routine.  

architecture speak 
Our highly erudite guide, Pandit Ravi-
kant Sharma, knows how to deliver the 
goods on his beloved Pushkar. Ravi also 
runs Roots of Pushkar Records, which 
promotes Rajasthani folk music, art and 
culture. He is totally in sync with Team-
work Arts’ Sanjoy Roy in their dedication 
to bring people together to share heritage 
and cultural beauty. Through his eyes we 

spied another world, beyond the layers 
of the mela mania. We experienced it all, 
from the ghats and temples and the have-
lis, to the music and yoga schools, from 
the craft shops which offered lessons in 
painting, to the wonder of exploring the 
local villages on motorbikes or the sand 
dunes on camels or horseback. 

Wandering in his wake through the lake 
city’s noodle-thin medieval lanes, we 

Clockwise from top left: frescoes and wooden 
window frames in an old haveli; Rabari tribes-
men playing the Ravanahatha at sunset; local 
Rabari women in vibrant colours; pilgrims 
arriving at dawn; Pushkar bazaar; and at Café 
Buddha





pushkar

clambered up narrow staircases to arrive 
on terraces with jharokhas which offered 
new vignettes of the lake with its ghats 
and the leisurely sprawl of the temples 
on the hills and the sprawl of the town-
ship around its sacred waters. In ancient 
courtyards and lake-facing terraces, 
we saw yoga lessons in progress. In the 
shaded flanks of an ancient temple, we 
found a clutch of sadhus deep in ‘spiri-
tual’ debate. From temple to temple, we 
took our leisurely way discovering many 
aspects of both northern and southern 
nuances in their architecture.
 
music to the ears 
This is the land of Saraswati, patron god-
dess of the arts and music. This is the sa-
cred land where the Gayatri Mantra was 
first recited, the Aditya Hridya Stotram 
was written. The newly launched The 
Sacred certainly refreshed Pushkar’s an-
cient associations with Hindustani clas-
sical music and dance. So delightful were 
some of the renditions that it was not 
difficult to get inspired to enroll for music 
lessons—vocal or instrumental.  I over-
heard some foreigners talking of staying 
on in the town to take a short course at the 
Pushkar Music School. Other good op-
tions are the Krishna School of Music and 
Saraswati Dance and Music School.
 
marigolds and marijuana 
Near the Rangji Temple ghats, I come 
upon a bunch of backpackers dozing 
on the steps with their musical instru-
ments nearby, after an all-nighter. You 
can chill out with the backpacking crowd 
that stays on to enjoy the gay abandon of 
Pushkar’s Holi celebrations when they 
are not jamming by the lake or listening 
entranced to bhajans or trance music.

The most vivid celebrations of the fes-
tival of colours take place at Varaha Ghat 
near the Rangji Temple. Artists travel 
from afar to give performances of the 
traditional Ras Leela—Braj-style. Every-
one—even the Radha and Krishna avatars 
in their finery and the chillum-smoking 
sadhus—jumps into the fray, dancing and 
playing with marigold petals and other 
vegetal powders, fortified, of course, by 
lashings of bhang lassi, for which Pushkar 

is famous. The jamboree doesn’t stop— 
Shivratri is celebrated a la-Benaras of 
old at the Atamataheshwar Temple, 
with prayers and fasting and ritual dips 
in the lake. This is central to so many 
festivals here, be it Ganesh Chaturthi or 
Janmashtami, when artists play out the 
teenage days of the naughty Krishna and 
the tricks he would play on the gopis with 
all his friends. 

devotion and the divine 
Pind daan, performed to propitiate one’s 
ancestors, is a time-worn ritual, even if 
the lake dries up and becomes a mere 
shadow of itself during a drought. This 
is the power of belief which pervades 
the aura of devotion and divinity here. 
Pigeons coo on in the shade of an ancient 
peepal tree where a sadhu is lost in deep 
meditation, mindless of the scurrying 
crowds heading down to the lake. 

In the violet evening, as the sun slips 
into the lake, Varaha Ghat comes alive 

with the flickering of lamps during the 
scenic aarti accompanied by the chanting 
of the priests and mesmerised devotees.
 
sign up for yoga and meditation 
Brahma set the trend here with his great 
yagna, even if he had to take a new wife 
to begin it at the auspicious time. My 
humble meditation and yoga session got 
a whole new flavour as I watched the 
sunrise from my bedroom window. An 
excellent place to start, if you haven’t 
already, is to join classes at the  Pushkar 
Yoga Garden or Pushkar Meditation 
Temple—also a big hit with foreigners 
who  visit Pushkar, regardless of what 
time of year it is.
 
roses all the way 
Pushkar is inextricably linked to its floral 
heritage on a spiritual platform, but not 
just the divine lotus. The glorious spill 
of the roses in a carpet of fields, just as 
we traverse  the main bridge to explore 
another aspect of this lakeside retreat, 
brings us in direct contact to its ties with 
the temporal world. Pushkar sends its 
beautiful roses to the dargah of Ajmer 
across the Nag Pahar, and even exports 
them to the Middle East.

international culinary culture 
The lines are blurring very fast in the 
bazaars of Pushkar where we plunge 
into a round of culinary delights. Taking 
the slow-paced road to pleasures, it’s not 
difficult to soak up the nuances of a life 
measured out in coffee spoons in bistros 
and cafés with tantalising food experi-
ences. Over dinner in the colourfully em-
bellished three-storeyed Out Of The Blue 
café with its wall art and blue lamps, we 
enjoy stunning views of the lake bathed 
in the evanescent hues of a sailing moon 
over starry skies.
 
pump up the adrenalin 
Shops in the market hire out both bikes 
and motorcycles. Trekking buffs can go 
on the one-and-a-half-hour hike up to 
Savitri Devi Temple atop Ratnagiri Hill 
for sublime sunset views over the lake. 
Post the monsoon, the skies are fabulous 
canvasses of delight. 

This is The land of 
saraswaTi, paTron 

goddess of The 
arTs and music. 

This is where The 
gayaTri manTra 

was firsT reciTed

Puskhar is known for 
locally grown roses
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location
Cocooned by the Aravali Hills on three sides 
and sand dunes, the holy town of Pushkar is 
located on the outskirts of the Thar Desert. 
It is separated by the Nag Pahar from Ajmer 
(10km/30 mins), the main railhead.

getting there 
BY AIR Jaipur’s Sanganer Airport is 146km 
away and is connected to Delhi and other 
major cities.
BY RAIL Ajmer Railway Station is connected 
to Delhi by the Ajmer Shatabdi and Pink City 
Express. 
BY ROAD Taxis and car rentals are available 
outside the station for drives to Pushkar, less 
than an hour away. 

contact
Pandit Ravikant Sharma of Roots of Pushkar 
Records (09414415287, rootsofpushkar.com) 

organises heritage tours.

Where to StaY
Pushkar now has a range of heritage 
hotels and guesthouses on offer. Ananta 
Spa & Resort, at Leela Sevri Village, 4km 
from Pushkar, is an excellent choice if you 
enjoy luxury. The villa rooms offer private 
balconies with garden views and open air 
bathrooms. There’s an outdoor pool and 
health club at the spa which offers a range 
of treatments and also arranges yoga 
and meditation (`9,500-`18,500; 0145-
3054000, anantaindia.in). Bhanwar Singh 
Palace, located in nearby Hokra village, is a 
spanking new offering with 61 rooms with 
private terraces, a swimming pool and spa 
services (`12,000-`20,000; 08003993931, 
08003993939, bhanwarsinghpalace.com) 

� n ranee sahaney

#THE INFOR MATION

The adventure buffs amongst us went 
off on their own to explore villages 
nearby. I’m supposed to join friends on a 
camel ride to the dunes on cooler days, in 
September. A friend had talked about the 
fabulous horse safari he had taken some 
foreign friends on after the monsoon. If 
you enjoy horse riding, you will have the 
privilege of riding Kathiawar and Mar-
wari mounts bred here. A good place to go 
is Shannu’s Riding School.   

pushkar

Camel safari at 
Pushkar

This is The power 
of belief, which 
pervades The aura 
of devoTion and 
diviniTy here
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Gujarat goes
Golfing



T
ake One: During the 
seventh edition of the 
Vibrant Gujarat Summit 
2015 held in Gandhi-

nagar about 100-odd top lead-
ing corporate leaders, foreign 
delegates and state and union 
government officials had an 
opportunity to participate 
in the ‘Vibrant Gujarat Golf 
Cup 27’ at the Kalhaar Blues 
& Greens—a Nicklaus Design 
18-hole golf course situated 
between Ahmedabad and the 
Sanand Tata Nano plant. 

Take Two: Gujarat’s golfing 
duo, Brijesh Patel and Sid-
dharth Naik, made the Limca 
Book of Records/National 
Records for their home state. 
The first came in June 2014 
for having played 182 holes 
from sunrise to sunset and the 
second one in 2015 for play-
ing the maximum number of 
golf courses within 12 hours. 
A sign of the times surely—all 
this—as we turn the spotlight 
on Gujarat’s intent to seriously 
position itself as a leading golf 
destination in India. It’s an 
interesting scenario right now 
for the state as the focus on 
golf happens to also be in sync 
with the role of golf in India’s 
own tourism agenda. 

Golf is an expensive sport 
and business investors in the 
state are aware that it will take 
time to pull in the numbers for 
its sustainability. But already 
there’s a burgeoning interest in 
it as a sport for the future. 

‘Golf tourism has inherent 
strength of its own in Gujarat 
and can be promoted stand-
alone,’ as pointed out by the 
state tourism department, 
way back in 2012. Even the 
possibility of its combination 
with MICE tourism is seen 
as quite viable. Looks like a 
win-win situation provided the 
investments are sound and the 
management on par, as they 
say in golfing parlance.

Several world-class golf 
courses have been developed 
by private endeavour around 
Ahmedabad and Vadodara. 
For those who have stayed the 
course, its serious business 
and efforts are on to deliver 
the goods—be it the quality 
of the grass on the course, the 
club facilities, service back-up 
and the training and profes-
sional tutoring staff at their 
Golf Academies. The 10-hole 
Gaekwad Baroda Golf Club 
(GBGC), for example, has iden-
tified junior golf as a focus area 
as it offers great potential for 
future business. Investor Babul 
Desai has opted to set up his 
world class 9 Hole Par 36 Golf 
Course on his 100-acre slice of 
real estate of residential plots, 
coming up on the outskirts of 
Vadodara in close proximity to 
one of the best industrial belts 
in Gujarat. According to Desai, 
there’s no other city apart from 
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar 
(home to about 10-12 courses 
between them) that offers 
such good business potential 
in this emerging field in the 
state right now. 

Golf may be an expensive sport, but busi-
ness investors in the state are pullinG 

out all the stops for its sustainability, 
as seen by the vaultinG interest in the 

new Golf courses set up for future Gains

The lush green fields of the 
Kensville Country Club in 
Ahmedabad

KENSVILLE COUNTRY CLUB     
Dev Dholera Village, Nr. Baldana Village 
Bavla-Rajkot Highway, Ahmedabad 
Tel: 08980760000 
www.kensville.co.in  
Timings: 6am to 6pm
Holes: 18 
Par: 72



travel promotion 

Home already to the superb GBGC, 
dating back to the 1930s, Gujarat has 
recently seen several courses coming 
up around Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar 
and Vadodara. Gujarat now has its own 
golf association tasked to manage and 
represent the sport, for which it’s already 
been given the green signal by the Indian 
Golf Union (IGU), the apex body of golf 
in India. This step will be a huge boost for 
accruing funds for promoting the sport. 
According to Samarjitsinh Gaekwad, 
ex-IGU council member and president of 
Gaekwad Baroda Golf Club (GBGC), with 
this accreditation, ‘Every golf club in the 
state will be treated like a district. The 
Gujarat golf association will come under 
IGU’s west zone that comprises Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Goa. We will 
start getting funds and several golf tour-
naments and programmes will be held in 

the state through this association.’ 

Kensville Country Club 

The 18-hole Jeev Milkha Singh signature 
golf course (play to par 72) at Kensville 
Country Club (an hour’s drive from 
Ahmedabad) is seeing an increasing 
number of golfers, as the promotion of 
the sport goes into top gear, pushed as 
it is being by no less a man than Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi in his home 
state. During the third edition of the 
Gujarat Kensville Challenge Golf, golfing 
aficionados were treated to the strongest 
ever field as both the Indian Professional 
Golf Tour of India (PGTI) and European 
Challenge season for 2013 season teed 
off here. The Kensville Challenge has 
now become the regular season-opener 
for both the Tours.

The home of the course, which has 

seen a slew of celebrities—from Sachin 
Tendulakar to Amitabh Bachchan check 
out their strokes—is one of Ahmedabad’s 
most popular holiday resorts—Kensville, 
which attempts to give its guest a privileged 
experience each time they come by. The 
course has played host in the past to the 
Mercedes Trophy, Audi Quattro Cup and 
BMW Golf Cup International. The club 
house, overlooking the 1 tee and the 18 
green, is a marvellous blend of colonial 
architecture and design and faultless 
service. The Kensville Golf Academy has 
been meticulously designed to provide 
unparalleled golfing experiences for all who 
aspire to excel in the game. It features a 
floodlit range for night golf, shaded driving 
range bays, state-of-the-art tuition aids and 
top end coaching professionals, practice 
putting greens, a well-equipped Pro-shop 
and a restaurant and Coffee Shop.

travel promotion 

KALHAAR BLUES & GREENS
Sanand , near Ahmedabad 
Tel: 079-26447879
www.kalhaarbluesandgreens.com, 
www.navratna.com.
Timings: 6:45am till dark
Holes: 18
Par: 72



Kalhaar Blues & Greens
Golf Course 

Amongst the state’s most prestigious 
golf courses, the 18-hole Nicklaus Design  
Kalhaar Blues & Greens golf course 
offers both professional and amateur 
golfers  a load of challenges. Sited 
between Ahmedabad and the Tata Nano 
Plant, it is India’s first Nicklaus Design 
course. The course adheres to the tough 
standards of the US Golf Association. 
The lazy sprawl of the 21,520,000 sq 
ft Lifestyle Community Project also 
figures   801 residential villas—setting 
an ambience for resort-style living for 
the residents. The clubhouse features 
an array of enticing facilities including a 
spa. The course is spread over 175 acres 

and punctuated by sand and beach 
bunkers and plays to 7425 yards from 
the championship tees, making it one of 
India’s longest golf courses. Over 35 acres 
of the terrain features 14 waterbodies 
and an Island green is featured on Hole 
No.7— a 174 yards, Par 3. It also features 
a Club House, Pro Shop, Golf Academy 
and a spa.

GaeKwad Baroda Golf CluB 

Set in the very heart of Vadodara city is 
one of Gujarat’s most prestigious golf 
clubs. The Gaekwad Baroda Golf Club of 
the Baroda royals offers golfers the great 
privilege of teeing off in the only private 
golf course in and around Vadodara. Its 
setting alone (the Laxmi Vilas Palace built 

in 1890 by Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad 
III) adds to the fabulous heritage of this 
royal expanse of verdure which has 
played host to a slew of jetsetting celebs 
in the past. Established in the 1930s as 
a private course, it was renovated and 
opened to the public in the 1990s as 
the Gaekwad Baroda Golf Club (GBGC) 
by Maharajah Ranjitsinh Pratapsinh 
Gaekwad’s grandson Samartjitsinh, a 
former Ranji Trophy cricket player. 

The 10-hole course (designed and 
developed by Ranjit Nanda) is a joy for 
both amateur and professional golfers. 

The Gaekwad Baroda Golf CluB of The Baroda royals offers The GreaT  
privileGe of TeeinG off in The only privaTe Golf Course in and around vadodara 

Left to right: water hazard at the Kalhaar 
Blues & Greens Golf course; the Gaekwad 

Baroda Golf Club

GAEKWAD BARODA GOLF CLUB 
The Motibaug Palace, 
The Laxmi Vilas Palace Estate, 
Rajmahal Road, Baroda. 
Tel: 0265-2433599 
www.barodagolf.com 
Timings: 7am to 6pm
Holes: 10
Par: 36
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The challenging GBGC course features 
immaculate greens punctuated by a 
slew of natural waterbodies, five teeing 
ground options on each hole and perfect 
layout for shot makers and strategic 
players and the driving range (a quick 
walk from the main course) has 10 bays 
set amidst gorgeous surrounds. 

The Moti Baug Palace on the estate 
serves as the main clubhouse complete 
with a judiciously stocked Pro-shop, a 
verandah Café facing the golf course 
and a multi-cuisine restaurant. Sporting 
fans can also enjoy its other facilities 
which include tennis, badminton, 
gymnasium and a large swimming 
pool for complete family recreation. 
It’s not easy to become a member but 
to get to play on it even as a guest 
is a great experience. Committed to 
encouraging the ‘gentleman’s game’ it 
has a membership programme which 
includes basic coaching to help new 
members pick up the game fast to start 
playing on the main course. 

Gulmohar Greens Golf 
& Country CluB

The Gulmohar Greens Golf & Country 
Club, located near Ahmedabad en 
route to the prestigious Nano project, 
has recently launched a unique facility 
for golfing aficionados and potential 
golfers. The adventure golf course, 
a result of over a year of planning to 
encourage golf amongst a flexi target 
group, is actually a miniature version 
of the real thing. According to Alpesh 
Parikh, the firm’s Managing Director, 
‘the course is ideal for aiming and 
putting for beginners, which will also 
encourage them to practice and ease 
imperfections before taking on the 
pressure of playing on an actual course.’ 
Positioned both as a practice zone and 
a fun activity it will ideally serve as a 
base for totting up the numbers of golf 
connoisseurs from around Gujarat. The 
adventure course will be open daily 
from 6.30am to 11.30am and between 
4pm and 9pm. 

Set amidst a lush expanse of 75 acres, 
the Gulmohar Greens is already a major 
attraction for golfers. The course has been 
designed by architects Nimishbhai Patel 
and Parulben Zaveri.

The 9-hole course features a 5-acre driv-
ing range with 13 bays presently and plans 
to extend it to 2 tiers and 25 bays, a practice 
green with bunkers to hone player’s put-
ting skills. The course is interesting given its 
rating of 69.4 and slope rating of 127. 

A quick step away is the well-stocked 
Pro shop, featuring most leading brands 
of golf and lifestyle products and also has 
a wide variety of books on golf. The club 
also has a golf academy which has state-
of-the-art equipment, high-end gadgets 
and software for coaching and the services 
of a professional coach. On offer too are 
coaching packages for both junior golfers 
and adults alike.

opal By CamBay  
Golfing at the Opal Cambay, set in close 
proximity to the Mahatma Mandir, a 

GULMOHAR GREENS GOLF CLUB 
Next to “Gokul-Vrindavan” 
Off Sarkhej-Sanand Highway 
Village: Kolat, Taluka: Sanand 
Ahmedabad  
Tel: 09687628050, 09687628051
www.gulmohargreens.com
Timings: 6.30am to 5.30pm
Holes: 9
Par: 36



kilometre from state capital 
Gandhinagar, is fast gaining 
popularity for its lovely 
setting and delightful 9-hole 
golf course with 30 turf 
stations, flood-lit courses 
(par 32) for night golfing, 
friendly instructors and 
neat villas with golf-course 
views. Spread over an area 
of 78,746 square metres, the 
resort regularly plays host to 
professional tournaments. 
Amateurs can also enjoy 
experiences of its 240-metre 
long and 40-metre wide 
driving range punctuated 
by 16 driving stations. Of 
interest too is the virtual 
golfing segment that 
features hi-tech simulation 
golfing. Even non-members 
can apply for their training 
courses run by professionals 
at its Golf Academy.

the belvedere Golf 
& Country Club

Located in the quaint 
Shantigram, the township 
established by the Adani 
Group in Ahmedabad, The 
Belvedere Golf & Country 
Club holds the promise 
of an exceptional golfing 
experience.  On its impressive 
spread of a 9-hole golf course 
which plays to a par of 36 
amidst a 100 acres of lush 
verdure, the Belvedere Golf 
& Country Club features an 
excellent driving range with 
22 bays, a chipping green and 
practice bunker and also offers 
golf lessons at the on-site Golf 
Academy. The Pro-shop, also 
located on-site,  is well stocked 
and the restaurant is popular 
with all of Belvedere’s golfing 
guests. The interesting aspect 
about the driving range at the 

Belvedere is that the complex 
also features a training room as 
well as a game analysis room 
featuring a sophisticated V1 
Pro video analysis along with 
a Sam Puttlab tool, which uses 
ultrasound to analyse putting 
strokes. There’s a gym to warm 
up and for basic toning up.

STATS
Shantigram,
Nr. Vaishnav Devi, S.G. High-
way,  Ahmedabad
Tel: 079-25556767 
Toll-Free: 1800-233-56767
Timings: 9am to 3pm
Holes: 9
Par: 36

Opal by Cambay has a 9-hOle gOlf COurse, COurses fOr night 
gOlfing, friendly instruCtOrs and villas with views

Clockwise from below: the golf course 
at Opal by Cambay; a well-appointed 

suite at the Gulmohar Greens Golf and 
Country Club. Facing page: the golf 

course at Gulmohar Greens; and 
(inset) the library there

OPAL BY CAMBAY 
Plot No 22, 23 & 24 
GIDC, Sector 25  
Gandhinagar - 
Tel: 079-23289000-01 

thecambay.com 
Timings: 6.30am to 
 8.30pm
Holes: 9
Par: 32
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The descent from the 
Sach Pass down to the 

Pangi Valley
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Hello! Where are you?” Teddy 
Singh’s baritone boomed 
through the cabin of the Audi 
Q5 thanks to Bluetooth. He 

was waiting for us in Dalhousie, refresh-
ments at the ready and meat sizzling 
over hot coals and here we’d taken a 
wrong turn at Ropar in Punjab and now 
were headed towards Kangra in Him-
achal Pradesh rather than Dalhousie. 
But with a little help of the GPS and a 
lot more help from the locals we were in 
Dalhousie by 7.30pm—which was quite 
good timing considering we’d driven out 
of Chandigarh at noon.

Teddy Singh runs the absolutely 
charming Teddy’s lodge, far removed 
from the cacophony of the town centre 
7 km away. Now in his seventies, he has 

clambered all over the Himalaya in his 
youth and is a hilarious fount of stories 
and a valuable source of information.

And, we needed information. We’d left 
Bombay on a whim, to escape the swel-
tering heat and chance upon some snow 
and ice in the Himalaya. 

Just a few days before leaving, Neville, 
my engineering college classmate, and I 
pored over a map of Himachal Pradesh 
and a little dotted line in the northwest 
corner caught my eye. It was a faint track 

that joined Dalhousie, Khajjiar, Chamba 
and Bairagarh to the Pangi Valley which 
is a western offshoot from Keylong on 
the revered Manali-Leh road. For years, 
as the map rightly depicted, this route, 
that went over the 14,800ft-high Sach 
Pass, was a walking track or a cart track 
at best that locals, especially wander-
ing gaddi shepherds, used as a short-cut 
route into Chamba and Kashmir. 

But Teddy Singh assured us that with 
our car (essentially an all-wheel drive) the 

for years, this route was a walking 
track that locals, especially wandering 
gaddi shepherds, used as a short cut

The campsite at Urghos besides the 
Mian River; and (facing page) the Audi 

Q5 just about fits on the narrow road 
that runs across a sheer cliff face 

between Khillar and Kishtwar



The ‘Residency Tower’ is sure to leave you mesmerized! It hous-
es a multi-cuisine restaurant – Regency, with live music in the eve-
nings and Marshal’s Lounge- the bar with a colonial setting. For a 
couple’s special occasion, the hotel exclusively arranges marvelous 
private tables. 

‘Valley View Tower’, our brand new extension situated on a hill 
crest, has 3 banquet halls & a kids’ zone. Considered an enclave of 
tranquility, it has a multi cuisine resto café, Café Manor, with an 
al fresco dining setting, perfect for overlooking the scenic Doon 
Valley and enjoying the weather! The wonderful weather of a hill 
station and delicious hot pizzas coming straight out of wood fired 
ovens of the hotel, are sure to make your dining a unique delightful 
experience. Come and enjoy the serenity of the Himalayas along 
with magnificent luxury with us! 

For more log on to www.jaypeehotels.com

L
ocated amidst the pristine scenery of Himalayas, ‘Jaypee Resi-
dency Manor’, is one the finest five star deluxe hotels in Mus-
sorie. With stunning mountain views and a six hour drive 
from Delhi, the scenic journey is worth it to enliven the expe-

rience! It is well connected by air and rail to major cities. 
Experience the tranquility and magnificence of the Himalayan 

range through our exclusively and beautifully designed vast terraces! 
There are a total of 135 living spaces including suites and executive 
rooms. Enjoy the panoramic view of the mighty Himalayas through 
our spacious rooms! 

94 living spaces are in ‘Residency Tower’ and 41 in ‘Valley View 
Tower’. All rooms open out to private terraces for the splendid view! 

The hotel has indoor temperature controlled Swimming Pool, Spa, 
Salon and Wellness Centre, a Leisure Mall featuring electronic games, 
Bowling Alley, Outdoor Play, a Banquet and a Business Centre. For 
kids, there is a special safe play zone with play- based exhibits. 

Jaypee 
Residency 
ManoR

TRAVEL PROMOTION
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road was motorable. “Watch the edges, 
sometimes they crumble away. Watch for 
landslides. Cross streams carefully, the 
currents can be strong.”

I had invited Anu and Kartik, my 
friends who have given up fat and lazy 
corporate lifestyles (and salaries) and 
are now very happily making jams and 
chutneys in the Himalayan village of 
Thanedar, to join us. They had just bought 
a new Mahindra Thar and were eager to 
put it through its paces. 

Next morning, when the the four of 
us came out onto the terrace that looks 
out at the Dhauladhar range, we found 
that Teddy Singh had been up at sunrise 
directing his two-man staff with mili-
tary precision. The result was a smash-
ing breakfast spread consisting of fried 
eggs, toast, bacon, sausages and mutton 
liver masala. As we were leaving he also 
handed us a packet of Goan sausages say-
ing that they were very easy to cook when 
out camping.

We drove to Chamba via Khajjiar. Since 

this is the tourist trail, the roads were 
wide with a steady stream of traffic. It is 
from Chamba that we went off the beaten 
track. After tanking up at the town’s fuel 
station, we headed off on SH 37 towards 
Tisa and Bairagarh. Most tourist traf-
fic heads off on SH 33 back towards 
Pathankot and the plains. 

The tarmac soon started deteriorating 
and by the time we’d crossed Bairagarh 
87km away, the road was unsealed but 
still reasonably smooth. Teddy Singh had 
booked us into the Bairagarh PWD Guest 
House, which, like most PWD bungalows, 
had a prime location and looked out at the 
tall and majestic mountains within which 
stood the Sach Pass, which we would 
tackle the next day. 

We started off at the break of dawn 
because the day would grow hotter as we 
ascended the Sach Pass. And, sometimes, 
this causes parts of the huge glaciers to 
melt and move.  The ‘road’ up the Sach 
Pass is more of a collection of stones. An 
hour and 19km later, we arrived at the 
Satrundi Police Post. From here the road 
bifurcates towards Kishtwar and Doda 
and towards the Sach Pass. Due to the 
proximity to Kashmir, people crossing 
the police post are videographed along 
with their vehicle. So, after smiling into 
the camera, we carried on. The Himalaya 
can be traversed only at a few places, and 
Satrundi is one such place. 

The first glaciers came into view 5km 
later and, as we climbed higher, they 

Due to the proximity to Kashmir, 
people crossing the police post are 
viDeographeD along with their vehicle

Sheer cliff faces 
on the drive



Monsoon Special
Overlooking the sprawling Bijrani forest of Corbett National Park, Aahana is an Eco friendly 

resort nestled in lush greenery with plenteous flora and fauna.

Experience Aahana during the first rain this monsoon and see the forest become more alive. 
Stroll around our gardens where plethora of birds happily sing their songs, indulge in the spa 

and destress your mind and unravel your self or simply sit in the balcony and read a book with a 
cup of tea. You might just see the big cat prowling around the fences.

An eco-friendly resort

Contact Details
Aahana - The Corbett Wilderness 
Vill-Savaldeh PO Semalkhaliya, Jim Corbett 
National park, Ramnagar, Nainital, UK -244715 
Email : reservation@aahanaresort.com, info@aahanaresort.com
Website : www.aahanaresort.com
Reservation desk : +91 1244908604
Resort : +91 7088600021, +91 7088600016

From July 15 - September 30

*  Terms & Conditions Apply



himachal pradesh

Rocks come down, glacieRs cRawl, 
melting ice foRms stReams that change 
couRse as the day gets hotteR

seemed to crowd the mountainsides. I 
couldn’t help wondering what would 
happen if they all went mobile at once. 
The temperature at the top of the pass 
was –2°C. The drive up the pass and 
down, though precarious due to the width 
of the dirt and rock track, is an amalgama-
tion of vertigo and wonder. The path is so 
narrow that it seems that the mountains 
have reluctantly relented just enough 
width to make motoring possible. We 
were fortunate that we didn’t face oncom-
ing traffic.

The going had to be cautious because 
this road is by no way passive. Rocks come 
down, glaciers crawl, melting ice forms 
streams that grow more voluminous as 
the day goes hotter and change course. It 
is the combination of these geographical 
dynamics and dangers that makes driv-
ing across the Sach such a thrilling and 
adventurous experience. 

The descent from the Sach into the 
Pangi Valley is even prettier. The land-
scape is verdant compared to the grey 
and rocky one on the Chamba side. 
We crossed the Sach and slowly drove 
through the narrow Pangi Valley to a fork 
on the road 32km away. It took us three 
hours. From there, we turned right and 
headed to the Khillar PWD bungalow 
about 6km away. This one, however, was 
booked up as a regional civil servant and 
his entourage were visiting.  We headed 
from Khillar to Dharwas, which was 
10km down the left branch of the fork. 
Here, thankfully, though the guesthouse 
was full up, the chowkidar was kind 
enough to let us pitch our tents on the 
spacious lawns and provide us with both 
dinner and breakfast next morning. He 
also told us that the road from Dharwas 
heads to Kishtwar via one of the scariest 
roads in all of the Himalaya.

This, of course, piqued my curiosity 
and hence the next morning we set off to 
check out exactly how scary it was. 

It was, in fact, terrifying!
We had a tough time convincing the 

guard at the Himachal Pradesh and Jam-
mu & Kashmir border to let us go across 
the border and onto that road. He thought 
that as urban folks, we would not have the 
requisite proficiency at the wheel. 

The entire route is 
peppered with little 

mountain streams 
bridged by metal 

girder bridges
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The road has been cut across a sheer 
2,000 foot wall of rock in a such a way that 
its cross-section looks like a square with 
one side missing. If you go off this side of 
the square, it is a sheer 1,000 foot drop 
below. The road itself is barely the width 
of a truck and there are regular outcrops 
to facilitate two vehicles to pass each 
other but more often than not one of them 
has to reverse to the closest outcrop or 
wait if the driver spots an oncoming car. 
It was truly nerve-wracking to drive. We 
drove for about 15km and then made an 
eight-point U-turn on that narrow road 
with one rear wheel hanging in space. We 
returned to Dharwas, where we stopped 
at a scenic spot and brewed  tea on my 

portable stove to calm our nerves. We 
then carried on past Khillar.

As we were leaving Khillar, an old 
villager flagged us down. Neville, who 
suffers from a mild form of OCD by way 
of a compunction to offer a ride to all and 
sundry sometimes even against their will, 
asked me to stop.

“Will you please give me and my friend 
a ride to Cherri?” the old man asked.

“Sure, sure, hop right in,” replied 
Neville, as if he was the lord of this land 
who was today particularly benevolently 
disposed towards his subjects.

The man disappeared behind a tree 
and returned with his friend. It was a 
donkey—an actual full-grown, mangy and 

The village of Urghos in the Mian 
Valley; and (below) cooking Goan 
sausages on the lawn of the 
Cherri PWD Resthouse

We drove for about 15km and then made 
an eight-point u-turn With one rear 
Wheel hanging in space
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malodorous donkey.
The animal seemed accustomed to rid-

ing in vehicles and hopped into the trunk 
of the Audi Q5 and settled down quite 
comfortably over our luggage. “Please 
drive a little cautiously,” requested the old 
man, “Harkishan is a bit nervous inside a 
car and has often vomited if agitated.”

The fear of donkey barf over the rear 
seats made me drive as if I had an egg be-
tween my foot and the accelerator.  It took 
us an agonising hour to cover the 15km to 
Cherri. Needless to say, Kartik and Anu 
had a hearty laugh throughout that sec-
tion in their Thar that was following me.

The old man and his donkey trotted 
off and we checked into the Cherri PWD 
guesthouse fervently hoping that the 
heady scent of Harkishan would have 
gone from the car by the next morning.

Cherri’s PWD Bungalow is simply the 
best located we stayed at on this trip. It 
is surrounded by wooded hills, with the 
Chenab gushing by. The broken roads 

were replaced by smooth tarmac after 
Cherri at Udaipur, the gateway to Lahaul. 
There is a valley going off the main 
Udaipur-Tandi road and that is the Mian 
Valley. Our last night’s camping was by 
the Mian River in this valley. Kartik had 
packed dry spices needed to cook biryani 
and we bought a leg of lamb and some 
goat liver from Udaipur. That night we 
had a feast as we dined on tasty biryani 
and washed it down with Sula Riesling 
that we’d chilled in the ice-cold river.  

To get back to civilisation we joined the 

Manali-Leh road at Tandi, which is also 
the next fuel stop after Chamba—291km 
away. This was good as by now both cars 
were gasping for diesel. We crossed the 
Rohtang Pass and finished our trip in 
Manali. That night as we sat at Johnson’s 
Café eating freshly caught trout, I played 
the last five days back in my mind. We’d 
seen a not oft traversed region of Himach-
al Pradesh, arguably its prettiest and most 
rugged. We’d started off from Bombay 
looking for a driving adventure and had 
found it in full measure.   

where to stay
There are PWD guesthouses 
at Bairagarh, Khillar, Cherri 
and Udaipur. They cost about 
`500 a room. The watchman 
at most of these guesthouses 
will usually rustle up basic 
fare and tea. To stay at Teddy 
Singh’s Lodge contact Teddy 

Singh on +91-8427656302. It 
costs about `12,000 or so for 
the whole lodge, except his 
quarters.

where to eat
There are basic dhabas on the 
way regularly after the Sach 
Pass.

keep in mind
You have to be fond of road 
trips to enjoy this one. As a 
rule of thumb if you arrive at 
Bairagarh later than 1pm, try 
and stay the night there and 
cross the Sach Pass only the 
next day.   
  n rishad saam smehta

This is the Bairagarh PWD 
Rest house, which has a 

very scenic location at the 
base of the Sach Pass

the information
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andhra  pradesh

ARAKU VALLEY Located about 900-
1,400m above sea level, Araku Valley is 
one of those ‘salubrious’ places they al-
ways talk about. The valley is home to a 
number of indigenous tribes that were 
some of the earliest inhabitants of the pen-
insula, and the contiguous tracts of these 
forests still ring with their ways and tradi-
tions. Quite naturally, the British, who had 
a nose for these hidden gems, introduced 
coffee to these hills in the 1920s. A fine 
way to see Araku is to take the train to Ki-
randul: 58 tunnels, 84 bridges, waterfalls, 
streams, thick forests and the incompara-
ble Anantagiri Hills. Araku is 112km/4 hours 
from Visakhapatnam by road. The Vi-
sakhapatnam–Kirandul Passenger runs daily.

AMARAVATI The ancient town of 
Amaravati, in Andhra’s Guntur district, 
is famous for a multitude of reasons: it 
was the prosperous capital of the Sat-
avahanas and was then occupied by a 
succession of dynasties before being 
passed into the hands of the Kakati-
yas. This was also where Gautama 
Buddha is said to have preached and 
conducted the ‘Kalachakra’ ceremony, 
according to the Kalachakra Tantra. 
The sacred town also houses a temple 
dedicated to Shiva as Lord Amare-
swara... in short, it is a fabled city 
steeped in spiritual and sovereign 
power—which is why it lends its name 
to the new, upcoming capital of the 
newly sundered Andhra Pradesh. Am-
aravati is 32km from Guntur.

GODAVARI The second longest river in In-
dia, Godavari meanders through the heart 
of the country. Although she presents 
many different facets on her journey 
through Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and 
Telangana, the prettiest stretch is in the 
Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh, where 
the river twists and turns sinuously be-
tween the Papi Hills. The 100-kilometre 
cruise from Bhadrachalam to Rajahmundry 
gives you a rare glimpse into the lush ver-
dure of the extremely fertile coastal region: 
from paddy fields to coconut plantations, 
mango trees and cashew groves. Past Ra-
jahmundry, the Godavari river bifurcates 
into the Gautami and Vasistha rivers. Ra-
jahmundry is well connected to well-known 
cities like Hyderabad and Vijayawada. See 
punnamitourism.com
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The Bora caves at 
Arakku valley; and 
(below) a sculpted 
stupa in Amravati
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arunachal  pradesh

NAMDAPHA Namdapha National Park—
the third largest in India—is all things 
wonderful. Part of a sub-region of the 
Eastern Himalaya, this is one of the rich-
est areas for biodiversity in the subconti-
nent. With nearly 100 mammals includ-
ing the Hoolock Gibbon, and this is only 
protected habitat that harbours four big 
cat species: tigers, leopards, clouded 
leopards and snow leopards. It has an 
abundance of bird population with 420 
avian species on record. No surprise, it 
makes for a birder’s paradise. The town of 
Miao is the entry point for Namdapha and it 
is 160km from Dibrugarh airport.

TAWANG Surrounded by scenic moun-
tain ranges, the high-altitude Tawang 
Valley is Arunachal Pradesh’s most pop-
ular tourist destination. Visitors come to 
see the stunning icy mountain pass Se 
La, and the town’s beautiful 16th century 
Buddhist monastery—India’s largest, and 
a holy site for Tibetan Buddhists. Tawang 
has been under de facto Indian adminis-
tration only since the 1950s and it was 
briefly held by the Chinese in 1962. Don’t 
miss the ‘Madhuri Jheel’ a location for 
the Hindi film Koyla. Nearest airports are 
Guwahati and Tezpur, and Tawang is about 
325km/8 hours from Tezpur.

ZIRO Blue hills, a 1,058sq km plateau 
that’s topographically cut off from the 
rest of the world and an old ethnic tribe 
that worships nature. That’s Ziro, home 
to the Apatani people, known for their 
rare system of paddy–fish cultivation; in 
fact, so highly productive and unique is 
their way of cultivating rice and preserv-
ing the ecology that it is a proposed 
Unesco World Heritage Site. The tribe 
warmly welcomes visitors during its agri-
cultural festivals: Myoko, Murung and 
Dree, but the region is also known for the 
annual Ziro Festival of Music. Ziro is 
261km from Guwahati.

8-1

Monks at the Tawang 
monastery

O

SANJOY GHOSH
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BRAHMAPUTRA There really is no 
need to hard-sell a river cruise, in fact 
any river cruise—a small bobbing boat, 
a gently moving landscape and shore 
excursions to punctuate the whole ex-
perience... And when it comes to this 
particular experience the mere words 
are persuasion enough: Brahmaputra 
River Cruise. You can see the entire ex-
panse of Assam pass you by and when 
you’re not floating on the mighty river, 
you make little forays into tea estates, 
quaint local villages, heritage monu-
ments, and the cherry on top, Kaziranga 
National Park. How could anyone re-
sist? And, more importantly, why would 
you? Cruises are run by many operators 
and come in various itineraries. See 
assamtourism.gov.in/destinations/cruises.html

KAZIRANGA Tall elephant grass as far 
as the eye can see—that’s quintessen-
tial Kaziranga! It’s been more than 100 
years since Kaziranga was first deemed 
a Reserve Forest. This Unesco World 
Heritage Site today is a wonderful suc-
cess story of our wildlife conservation 
efforts. About 860sq km of mostly 
grassland, interspersed with marshes 
and dense tropical moist broadleaf for-
ests, crisscrossed by four rivers, this 
park is most famous for harbouring 
two-thirds of the world’s Great One-
horned Rhinoceroses. Apart from that, 
it affords visitors the chance to see the 
tiger, the elephant, wild buffalo and 
swamp deer as well as close to 480 
species of birds! The park is 217km/4 hrs 
from Guwahati by road.

MAJULI  In the upper reaches of the 
Brahmaputra river is India’s largest river 
island, Majuli. This fascinating landmass 
used to be significantly larger at 1,250sq 
km but the fury of the Brahmaputra has 
whittled it down to something merely 
over 350sq km. Which is a pity because 
the culture is quite unique: apart from 
lush green forest and beautiful beaches, 
the island is also a stronghold of a line 
of neo-Vaishnavism—a legacy of the 
15th-century saint-scholar Srimanta 
Sankardeva and still has over a score of 
‘satras’ that are monasteries as well as 
repositories of art. Reports say the is-
land may well disappear over the next 
couple of decades, so you might want to 
go now! Majuli is accessed by ferry from 
Jorhat, 22km/1 hr. 

11-13assam
A fisherman on the 

Brahmaputra
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bihar

BODH GAYA A gaunt young man sat 
down to meditate under a tree 2,500 years 
ago, determined to know the truth or die. 
The universe yielded to him that full moon 
night, giving us a spiritual leader whose in-
fluence has lasted 25 centuries... and also 
Buddhism’s foremost pilgrimage site. This 
is Bodh Gaya, where Gautama Siddhartha 
became the Buddha. There is the An-
imeshlochana temple, Cankamana or the 
Cloister Walk, the Bodhi Tree itself (or 
more accurately, a descendent) and mon-
asteries from every nation with a signifi-
cant Buddhist following. Be there on Bud-
dha Purnima—if you can brave it! Bodh 
Gaya is 12km from Gaya, the most convenient 
entry point.

SASARAM The man who interrupted the 
Mughal reign of northern India, the man 
who gave us the ‘rupaiah’, started our 
postal service and improved the legendary 
Grand Trunk Road... Sher Shah Suri did all 
this in an illustrious career. His tomb lies 
in the historic city of Sasaram (the Grand 
Trunk Road passes through it) and it is 

well worth a visit. The red sandstone 
mausoleum stands, quite photogenic, in 
the middle of an artificial tank. Also, 
there’s a rather majestic 7th-century fort 
at nearby Rohtasgarh that Suri used, as 
well as a temple to the goddess Maa Tara 
Chandi. Sasaram is about 100km/2.5 hours 
from Varanasi.

SONEPUR MELA For two weeks every 
year, starting on the full-moon day in the 
month of Karthik, Sonepur, otherwise a 
moderate village at the confluence of the 
rivers Gandak and Ganga in Bihar, morphs 
into the largest cattle fair in Asia. It has 
been held at this place since the time of   
Emperor Aurangzeb and it’s what the ad-

vertisement says: a world class mela. 
Crowds come, stalls are magically set up, 
loudspeakers blare, paraphernalia you 
didn’t know you needed is sold and then, 
of course, there is an awesome parade of 
livestock: elephants, Persian horses, bulls, 
cows, buffaloes, rabbits, fowl and even 
dogs. Sonepur is 25km/1 hour from Patna.
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A seeker at Bodh Gaya; 
and (below) the horse 
bazaar at Sonepur mela
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chhattisgarh
BASTAR Those familiar with Indian epics 
will recognise the old name for Bastar: 
Dandakaranya. In the 14th century, the Ka-
katiya Annama Deva established his king-
dom here under the tutelage of the god-
dess Dantheshwari, whose temple stands 
to this day at Dantewada, one of the 52 
shaktipeethas of the sub-continent. This 
verdant, mountainous tract in the south of 
Chhattisgarh is famous for being a tribal 
stronghold, populated by various ethnici-
ties. Any foray into these lands must go 
through Jagdalpur and the royal palace is a 
must-see. Jagdalpur is 290km/6 hours from 
Raipur via NH43.

KANGER  VALLEY The spectacular 
Kanger Valley is one of the few pockets of 
untouched forest left in India. This 200sq 
km park has everything: dense forest, a 
fascinating range of flora and fauna, a laby-
rinth of subterranean limestone caves, land 
formations that range from low flatlands to 
steep slopes, valleys and streams... breath-
taking vistas at every turn. The fact that 
the Kotumsar cave holds rare, endemic 
troglobite cavefish just adds to the mys-
tique. Don’t miss the stunning 300ft Ti-
rathgarh falls, do catch sight of the Bastar 
Hill Myna and add a cave walk to your itin-
erary! The park is 305km/7 hours from Rai-
pur and about 38km from Jagdalpur.

SURGUJA In the north of Chhattisgarh lies 
the former princely state of Surguja, a dis-
trict that sprawls over beautiful mountain-
ous terrain and houses populations of vari-
ous Central Indian tribes. Its capital was 
Ambikapur, one of the state’s largest 
towns. On the road from Ambikarpur to Bi-
laspur is a 12th-century Nagara-style tem-
ple that Sarguja is famous for. It is dedicat-
ed to the local deity Mahamaya Devi—a 
dual statue, so to speak, with Mahishasur-
amardhini in front and Saraswati at the 
back. This is said to be a shaktipeeth, one 
of the 52 temples across the sub-continent 
that worship the divine feminine. Ambika-
pur is 338km from Raipur.

17-19
A smiling face in Bastar
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delhi 2       - 22
Green avenues of Delhi; 

and (below) tomb of 
Jamali-Kamali, Mehrauli

NEW DELHI Displacing Calcutta as the 
new capital of British India, and an alterna-
tive to the congested Shahjehanabad, New 
Delhi was conceived as an imperial city 
with palatial Viceregal residences, grand 
official buildings, residential spaces and 
tree-lined boulevards. Connaught Place, an 
expansive colonnaded shopping and busi-
ness hub, was the buffer between the two 
worlds. With India’s Independence, it be-
came the political-bureaucratic hub of the 
government. Key Raj-era structures: Rash-
trapati Bhavan, Parliament house, India 
Gate, Lutyens Bungalow Zone and Con-
naught Place. See delhiheritagewalks.com.

MEHRAULI The spectacle of ancient em-
pires here compels a further acquaintance 
with the history and heritage of 1,000 
years of Imperial Delhi. Mehrauli reflects 
the presence of the Slave, Khalji and Tugh-
luk dynasties all of whom ruled Delhi at 
various points. The Qutub Minar and the 
nearby mosque mark the year Islamic rule 
began  in the country. Mehrauli’s other im-
portant sites are the Iron Pillar, Dargah of 
Sufi saint Bakhtiyar Kaki, the Mehrauli Ar-
chaeological Park with the ruins of Lal Kot 
(700 CE), Zafar Mahal, two baolis, Hauz-i-
Shamsi, Jahaz Mahal, Adam Khan’s Tomb, 
Balban’s and Jamali-Kamali Tomb and 
Mosque. See delhiheritagewalks.com.

botanical city Delhi’s rulers loved gar-
dens and scattered around the city are not 
just formal gardens, but also tree-lined av-
enues and flowering roundabouts. In Feb-
ruary, the city is ablaze with its generous 
floral delights and even the Mughal Gar-
dens at the Rashtrapati Bhavan are opened 
to the public. Delhi Tourism’s Garden of 
Five Senses hosts a music festival in the 
winter as does Nehru Park. India Gate’s 
lawns are for an ice cream outing. At Em-
peror Humayun’s Tomb witness the perfec-
tion of a Mughal charbagh. Sunder Nursery 
is being renovated and don’t miss the mu-
ghal-era Qudsia Gardens. See delhitourism.
com/sightseeing/gardens.html

O
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chorla ghat There is a winding road 
that heads out of Panjim that is much cele-
brated among nature lovers. Chorla Ghat is 
a part of the Sahyadri range of the Western 
Ghats, and stands at a mean elevation of 
800m above the sea. The Mhadei Re-
search Center here monitors the Mhadei 
region’s biodiversity and researchers have 
recently discovered a new species of limb-
less serpentine amphibian named Ichthyo-
phis davidi. Unmissable at Chorla are the 
roaring twin waterfalls of Vajra–Sakla, 
where the river Valvanti cascades down al-
most 150m into two distinct cataracts. 
Chorla Ghat is on the State Highway 4, 56km 
from Panjim and 58km from Belgavi. Stay at 
the wonderfully appointed resort Wildernest 
(wildernest-goa.com). 

reis magos fort It’s now a charming 
heritage site that forms an idyllic back-
drop for weddings and fashion shoots, but 
the fact is, this used to be a highly strate-
gic fort. Portuguese general Afonso de Al-
buquerque built the Reis Magos Fort in 
1551 over a steep slope of headland on the 
banks of the Mandovi river. Together with 
an outpost on the opposite side, the forti-

fication was the first line of defence 
against the Dutch incursions into the port 
town of Goa. The same building was later 
used as a jail, and after that a hospital, be-
fore falling into disuse. The Reis Magos 
Fort was lovingly restored and it is now 
being used as a cultural centre. Reis Magos 
Fort is 9 km away from the city of Panjim; 
see reismagosfort.com.

Driving through Chorla 
village; and (below) 
Basilica of Bom Jesus in 
old Goa

goa

velha goa Velha Goa is Portuguese for 
‘Old Goa’—the historical remains of what 
was once a thriving hub of religious prop-
agation and commerce. Constructed by 
the Bijapur Sultanate in the 15th century, 
this port on the banks of the Mandovi was 
the capital of Portuguese India from 1510 
till it was abandoned in the 18th century 

due to an epidemic. A city of nearly 20 
lakh people, this Unesco World Heritage 
Site used to be the seat of several reli-
gious orders, which explains its abun-
dance of beautiful churches: the Se Ca-
thedral, the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, 
and of course the famous Basilica of Bom 
Jesus. Velha Goa is 10km from Panjim.

KEDAR BHAT

VAIBHAV MEHTA
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Jammu&Kashmir
Its Uncommon Gems

Follow the road less travelled to discover the enchantment oF Kashmir’s rare and secretive 
jewels sequestered amidst the lesser visited enclaves oF the valley



DooDhpathri

A delightful 40km drive from Srinagar to 
Budgam district brings you to the ‘valley 
of milk’—Doodhpathri, an apt name it 
would  appear for this splendid expanse 
of the Kashmir valley. For the rich grasses 
of its pastures—the Parhacemaidan and 
Doodhpathri, are so nourishing that the 
plentiful milk from the cattle gives the 
villagers ample reason to be happy. The 
pastures with their wildflowers and sweet 
grasses lie in the cool embrace of two 
rivers—the Shaliganga and the Sokhnag. 
The crystalline depths of the waters are 

icy cold but just perfect to cool off on 
a sunny day, before setting off on your 
explorations of the verdant surrounds 
where shepherds watch over their flocks 
by day. It’s not just the sweet meadow-
lands and the obliging cows which give 
Doodhpathri its name—apparently the 
waters take on a milky hue as they bounce 
along the rocks scattered along the bed 
of the stream. By night it’s just the most 
congenial spot for a camp-out in a tent 
and watching the stars light up the night 
—and on a full moon night pick out the 
surrounding hills studded with the homes 

of other hamlet dwellers…and further 
on the muted glow of the snow-mantled 
peaks of the Diskhil range. 

This vast expanse of pastoral delight is a 
haven for its botanical wealth and geologi-
cal diversity; five very ancient underground 
brick kilns have been found near Parhace-
maidan, making it a most intriguing find 
as the region was pretty uninhabited for 
some time, being quite remote and cut off 
by snow for almost half the year. One can 
visit the shrine mosque of Hazrat Shiekh 
Noor-ud-Din Wali, a mystic who lived in 
these parts for many years. The darghah is 
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sited by seven lovely springs. 
Engaging the services of a knowledge-

able guide would add new dimensions 
to explorations here. The administrative 
office of the Doodhpathri Development 
Authority is a good place to explore this 
possibility, as there are serious plans to 
develop the tourism potential of the area, 
which still lacks basic tourist infrastruc-
ture. There are plenty of walking trails in 
the pastures and the nearby mountains, 
where a good local guide is recommend-
ed to enjoy the potential of this off-beat 
spot as a holiday destination. 

LOLAB-DRANGYARI-BANGUS

Just 3.5hours away from Srinagar (120km), 
the unspoiled vistas of the Lolab-Drang-
yari-Bangus region in Kupwara district are 
ideal for a lovely driving holiday. Bangus 
is a mere 50km from Lolab, from where 
Drangyari is 28km away. The region is ac-
cessed from Kupwara town via Chowkibal. 
Sheltered by lofty Himalayan peaks, 
the Lolab Valley (9km from Kupwara) 
is amongst one of the loveliest of J&K’s 
off-the beaten-path offerings as a tourist 
destination. Of archeological interest here 
is Satbarran, an unusual rock face pro-
truding from a hillock skirting the outer 
reaches of Madmav Village, in the Kala 
Roos area. There are seven doors of which 
one still opens on to an inner chamber in 
this cave-like structure. Legend has it that 
this secret passageway once led through 
the heart of the mountains to join the Silk 
Route. The gorgeous Nagmarg Meadow is 
a riot of wildflowers and sweet grasses on 
which the local ponies fatten themselves. 
Enjoy the lovely views of Wular Lake, 
Kaj-i-Nag, Kaghan and the Pir Panjal from 
this beautiful and tranquil setting. Take a 
guided trek from here to Bandipora. One 
can stay at the lovely Tourist Bungalow 
at Chandigam village. At Nagsari Village, 
one can enjoy a spot of trout fishing in 
the Moorki stream. Tourist accommoda-
tion is available at beautifully located 
Khamrial village as well. It’s a compelling 

drive through the approach route to 
the stunning Drangyari Valley with its 
beautiful meadows, springs and snow-
melt streams against the backdrop of the 
lofty Shamsabari range. Make it a day trip 
to the pristine beauty of the Sadhna Pass 
which debouches into the remote Karnah 
Valley. You can spend the night back in 
the beautifully located tourist rest house 
at Panzgam by the Kehmil Nallah. The 
superb meadows at Bangus, lying in the 
steady embrace of the Shamsabari and 
Leepa mountain ranges and Rajwar and 
Mawar areas, are just 13km away—perfect 
for guided day-treks, picnics and photo-
ops. JKTDC offers a tour package of the 
region, which is perfect for first-time visits.

VERINAG

It was a place beloved for both Mughal 
emperor Jehangir and his queen Nur 
Jehan. The pair is inextricably united 
with the romance and invasive charm of 
this beautiful slice of the Vale of Kashmir, 
filled with balmy breezes whispering 
sweet nothings in the chinars and poplars, 
during the short spring and summer. 
Today, Nur Jehan’s meticulously planned 
garden (in close co-ordination with her 
royal spouse who was an avid botanist) is 
a shadow of its past glory with its pavil-
ions in ruins and walkways an evocative 
reminder of the emperor and his queen 
strolling, across the sunny water court-
yard, to the pool formed by the natural 
subterranean Verinag spring. This sacred 
spring is said to be the source of the 
Jhelum River which runs through Srinagar. 
The octagonal structure embracing the 
pool around which the traditional char 
bagh pleasure garden and the grand royal 
residence was gathered was commis-

sioned by Jehangir. The emperor was so 
enamoured by this serene spot, he ex-
pressed a serious desire to be buried here 
by this beautiful spring; but when he died 
while travelling in the mountains, because 
of the approaching winter, his mortal 
remains were taken away to be interred in 
Lahore instead. Today, picnicking families 
stream through the ruined garden with 
its flowerbeds and beautiful trees, its 
scattered remnants of the Shahjehan-era 
pavilions and royal baths, kids swim and 
dive in the waterway…others just stop 
and gaze upon the flash of sunlight on the 
pool’s icy turquoise water reflecting the 
graceful creamy arches of the surrounding 
cool and shadowed arcades. Look here 
for the inscriptions dating the complex to 
Jehangir’s days. There’s not much left of 
the palace itself, but what there is offers 
a window to the splendour of its glory 
days. The quiet of the place invites you to 
sit down and ponder under the spreading 
chinar trees—while itinerant breezes, in 
heat of the approaching noon, bring you 
the evanescent scents snatched from the 
sprawl of roses in the flowerbeds. Read…
take photos…paint watercolours…slip 
into a day dream of Mughal times—how 
appropriate is all this is in this lovely place. 
Exiting the Mughal complex one encoun-
ters the ancient shrine of Lord Shiva—the 
Nilanag temple, where Hindu devotees 
pay obeisance to this day, doing the 
parikrama of the sacred tank and feeding 
the fish.

YUSMARG

The legend of Jesus Christ’s lost years 
and his purported sojourn in the Kashmir 
valley (during that period) is kept alive by 
the very name of this pretty township, just 

Clockwise from left: tranquil Yusmarg, which 
Jesus is said to have visited; the pleasure 
gardens of Verinag; and the distinctly 
pastoral charms of the Lolab valley

SANJAY RAWAT



The area is perfect for a leisurely picnic 
and a spot of licensed fishing. The 4km 
hike to Gogi Pathri village brings you to 
the splendid environs of the Nilnag Lake, 
skirted by the vistas of the nearby Hajun 
meadow. The Doodhpathri meadow too 
can be accessed from Yusmarg, but it’s a 
20km trek and can be planned in conjunc-
tion with the tourist office. Less demand-
ing are pony rides through the meadow-
lands and picnics by the local streams. You 
can visit the ancient dargah—Charar-e-
Sharief, of sufi saint Sheikh Noor-ud-din 
Wali, located about 18km from Yusmarg. 
The saint is revered by both Muslims and 
Hindus. Suffused in deep silences and a 
tranquil air, the site is balm for the souls of 
all who enter this hallowed site.

KoKerNaG

a 70km drive from Srinagar to the Bringhi 
Valley in anantnag district brings you to 
the pleasant environs of Kokernag—the 
centrepiece of which is the fabulous Bo-

47km from Srinagar. ‘Yus’ means Jesus and 
‘marg’ meadow—meaning the meadow 
through which Jesus passed through on 
his travels through the valley. There’s not 
much else here to commemorate this mo-
mentous event, but what you have instead 
is a fabulous slice of Kashmir’s beauteous 
countryside, in Budgam district, to enjoy 
a slow-paced holiday. The towering peaks 
of the Pir Panjal range shelter these lush 
meadowlands from the fierce winds. The 
best way, of course, to enjoy this glori-
ous tract of nature, is to set out exploring 
the several (gentle) walking and (more 
demanding) hiking trails which bring you 
up-close and personal with the friendly in-
habitants of the settlements around these 
parts. a shared glass of kahwa and some 
fragrant bread, at a teashop, offer many 
variations of enjoyment and interactions 
with the local community. a trail leading 
to the site of Yusmarg Club brings you 
through rolling meadows watered by the 
Doodhganga river, 2km out of Yusmarg. 

tanical Garden and the spring. Surround-
ed by towering chinars and chestnuts, 
and beyond that the Himalayan ranges, 
the mosaic of jewelled-greens of the 
Kokernag Botanical Garden spreads over 
26 hectares. It’s quite the haven for bird-
ers. You can wake up at sunrise and soak 
up the visuals of a multitude of avifauna 
scrabbling for room amongst the trees 
and hedges while occasionally swooping 
down for a drink in the stream that waters 
this verdant area. What’s great is that 
you don’t have to venture too far as the 
tourist rest house lies in the embrace of 
this beauteous setting. For avid gardeners 
too this is an adventure as they explore 
the sprawl of ornamental plants, trees, 
bushes, topiary ornamentation, roses 
and wild flora sourced from across the 
Kashmir Valley. of great delight too are the 
picturesque Japanese bridges set over the 
trout-rich roiling stream, the scattering 
of ponds, and well planned garden seats. 
The garden is a riot of colours in spring 

Gurez is one of the undiscovered 
gems of Kashmir; and (facing 
page) timeless Kokernag
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and mesmerising with the colours of fall as 
winter approaches.

Later in the day the garden fills up with 
picnicking families. You can also try your 
hand at trout fishing as Kokernag is also 
home to what is purportedly Asia’s largest 
trout fishery unit, operated by the J&K 
fisheries department. There’s a training 
institute at the site where you can explore 
the processes of breeding rainbow and 
brown trout in a protected environment. 
The Paspashudan Nag spring, Kashmir’s 
largest spring, is revered for its healing 
properties and is also the biggest one 
among the seven natural springs that 
abound at Kokernag.

Gurez

The state government in recent years has 
been quietly opening up and developing 
some of the prettiest new areas in the Val-
ley for tourism. For the adventure lover, 
chief amongst these jewels has been the 
twin valleys of Gurez and Talial, set in the 
remote areas of the Indo-Pak border in 
Bandipore District, which is fed by the 
beautiful Kishanganga river. This gor-
geous stretch of land is sheltered by the 
inner folds of the Great Himalayas on the 
ancient caravan route to Gilgit in POK—
an evocative reminder of the role it played 
in the ‘Great Game’ of one-upmanship be-
tween the British empire and Tsarist rus-
sia, to control the region during the days 
of the raj. Today, the Line of Control (LoC) 
runs through the valley. There’s a moun-
tain here, which separates the twin valleys 
and commemorates the legend of Kash-
miri poetess Habba Khatoon (zoonie) who 
loved the Kashmiri king Yousuf Shah Chak, 
and spent time pining for her great love 
in these parts during his imprisonment 
by Mughal emperor Akbar. Visitors can 
stay at the neat tourist guesthouse in the 
principle township of Dawar, which served 
as the capital of Dardistan in earlier times. 
Today, it offers important historic and 
archaeological insights into the region. 
The best season is June-September when 
winter loosens its hold on this snowbound 
region. Accessed through the rajdhan 
Pass, from where you get elusive glimpses 
of the Harmukh Peak, a good time to visit 
this frontier area is during the annual 

Gurez Festival, held in August. Permits can 
be collected from the Superintendent of 
Police/Deputy Director Tourism, Tourism 
enforcement Counter, TrC Srinagar.

The two-day Gurez Festival captures the 
very essence of the many cultural delights 
of the Shina-speaking Dards, amongst 
Kashmir’s oldest tribal peoples, who were 
separated from their people in Astore, 
Gilgit and Chilas with the introduction of 
the LoC. In August, when the burgeoning 
crowds of visitors, locals and smattering 
of VIPS gather here, the weather is balmy 
despite a nip in the air. The festival is a 
compelling mix of folk dance and music 
jamborees punctuated by theatrical 
performances by local artistes. A modern 
day edge to the proceedings is provided 
by a slew of adventure sports activities 
such as rafting on the Kishanganga river, 
cycling, zorbing and trekking virginal trails 
with local guides to engage the adventure 
hungry. The Gurez Festival has proved 
to be an excellent platform to bring this 

remote region into the ambit of the state’s 
tourism agenda.

Gurezi cuisine, which can be enjoyed 
at the festival, is directed by seasonal 
offerings. Fresh vegetables are scarce 
during the s-month-long snowbound 
winters—so the community hoards 
up vegetables and grain for this hard 
period of fierce winds and punishing 
blizzards. Gurezi fare is hearty, nutri-
tious and back to basics. Before rice was 
introduced, a cereal-like grain called 
ping was the staple base for meals as 
are Trumba ki roti and naanwai roti. 
Potatoes, lentils, rajma and turnips are 
kitchen staples as well. For non-veg 
visitors there are meat curries to die for. 
A delicious snack is kalari, a strong rich 
cheese made from sheep’s milk. A hot 
favourite is its pakora avatar, served with 
green chilli chutney; bread pakoras are 
available readily in market stalls. Butter 
tea (strong) is the beverage of choice 
everywhere at all times.

Of great delight too are the picturesque  
Japanese bridges set over the trout-rich  
roiling stream, the scattering of ponds, and 
well planned garden seats. The garden is a 
riot of colours in spring and mesmerising with 
the colours of fall as winter approaches
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A camel cart in the Rann 
of Kutch; and (right) the 

stepwell in the Rani ki 
Vav stepwell

gujarat

RANI KI VAV The vavs or stepwells of 
Gujarat have traditionally been a sys-
tem of subterranean water storage. 
However, the well preserved Rani ki Vav 
or the Queen’s Stepwell at Patan in Gu-
jarat takes that to a different artistic lev-
el altogether. This multi-storeyed struc-
ture situated on the banks of the river 
Saraswati was built in 1063 CE by Rani 
Udayamati in loving memory of her 
husband, Bhimadeva I. An inverted 
temple saluting the sanctity of water, 
Rani ki Vav leads down seven levels and 
into a rectangular tank. It is a work of 
homage, a work of art and a work of ar-
chitecture all at once—a marvel of a 
complex technique accompanied by 
enormous attention to intricate detail. 
Needless to say, it has been named as a 
Unesco World Heritage Site. Patan is 
130km/2.5 hours from Ahmedabad.

RANN OF KUTCH It’s one of the most 
spectacular landscapes in the world—
an endless sea of salt marshes or ‘Rann’ 
of Kutch. Divided into the Great Rann 
and the Little Rann, the marsh covers 
more than 12,500sq km between the 
Gulf of Kutch and the mouth of the In-
dus River situated in southern Pakistan. 
The grasslands as well as the desert 
harbour some unique wildlife including 
several endemic and endangered ani-
mal and plant species. Don’t miss the 
Indian wild ass or the thousands of 
greater flamingo that nest in the mud-
flats of the Rann. you could also catch 
the Rann Utsav in the winter months, 
where tented accommodation helps 
you soak up the vibrant culture of the 
region. The tent city in Dhordo is 80km/ 
1.5 hours from Bhuj, and about 410 
km/6.5 hours away from Ahmedabad.

SUN TEMPLE, MODHERA The Solan-
kis of Gujarat were Suryavanshi Gurjars, 
or in other words, descendants of the 
Sun God. Bhimadeva I of the Solanki dy-
nasty built this magnificent Sun Temple 
in Modhera on the banks of the river 
Pushpavati way back in 1026 CE. And, 
like so many temples dedicated to the 
sun god around the world, it was de-
signed to be lit-up by the first rays of 
the sun on the summer solstice every 
year. Again, like so many other sun tem-
ples, this one too is located at 23.5 de-
grees, quite on the Tropic of Cancer. The 
temple complex has three separate, axi-
ally aligned segments: the pond of surya 
kund, the sabha mandap and the guda 
mandap. However, no prayers or rites 
are offered in this temple complex. 
Modhera is located 102km/2 hours away 
from Ahmedabad.
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Sheesh Mahal, 

Farrukhnagar, Haryanaharyana

MONUMENT CIRCUIT It’s not quite the 
Red Fort–Taj Mahal–Fatehpur Sikri circuit 
but that’s part of the charm... in various 
states of disrepair, forgotten and blending 
in layers with everyday living, Haryana is 
home to a fascinating circuit of lesser-

known monuments. Meander around the 
districts of Jhajjar, Gurgaon, Mewat, drive 
past miles of yellow mustard fields, ask for 
the fort of Nawab Bahadur Jang Khan, 
peep into the number of different deserted 
baolis, take in spectacular tombs with in-

scriptions and sgraffito, explore the Safed 
Masjid and dargah in Dujana and find vari-
ous ‘chhatris’ that just lie here and there, 
growing older in the North Indian sun. Jhaj-
jar, Gurgaon, Mewat are all within a 50km ra-
dius of the National Capital Region.

PUNEET K. PALIWAL



Aahana 
The Corbett Wilderness

Syna makes an ideal luxury gateway. The property is equipped with the latest modern conveniences and 
amenities. Our philosophy is to serve our guests the utmost comfort and convenience, yet allow them to refresh 
themselves with the rejuvenating touch of nature, your stay at Syna Heritage Hotel would be ultra-luxurious as 
well as deeply heartwarming. The guest accommodation at Syna is richly furnished with rare art effects along 

with all comforts a world traveler could expect of a luxury property. Syna heritage hotel is the rare blend of 
sophisticated luxury and traditional charm, with an ambience of elegant class. 

Near PWD Circuit House, Beside Youth Hostel Power House Road, Khajuraho (M.P.)
Syna Heritage Hotel, KHajuraHo

Email : Booking@synaheritagehotel.com, Website : www.synaheritagehotel.com
Contact: 9821260077, 011-49063941
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3       -32himachal pradesh
GREAT HIMALAYAN NATIONAL PARK  
Established in 1984, this is a relatively new 
national park but there is no doubt that the 
Great Himalayan National Park is one of 
our outstanding wildlife preserves. It is a 
Unesco World Heritage Site for its rich col-
lection of fauna and flora. The Park counts 
375 faunal species including the threat-
ened musk deer, snow leopard, Himalayan 
tahr and the western horned tragopan—a 
charismatic pheasant that is on the park’s 
logo. With a wide altitude range, valleys 
and pretty meadows, the area is a favourite 
with trekkers. The park is accessed via the 
KulluValley.

SHIMLA ‘The Queen of the Hills’ they 
called this town, and no greater accolade 
could ever be imagined from the British 
Raj, except perhaps the fact that they shift-
ed their summer capital here. There is 
something about Shimla that just doesn’t 
fade away. You’ll be assailed by the sharp 
scent of deodar forests with the crisp 
mountain air all around you, but equally 
pervasive is the tang of history as you walk 
across the Ridge, past Christ Church, walk-
ing down Mall Road till you reach the im-
posing Viceregal Lodge... there is much to 
see and do in Shimla, and you’ll have to ad-
mit she is Queen for all seasons. Shimla is 
360km/7.5 hrs from Delhi by road. 

SPITI To the northeast of Himachal 
Pradesh lies a somewhat cut-off high-alti-
tude valley—beautiful, remote and distinc-
tive. Scattered villages, a haunting moon-
scape for scenery, high monasteries with 
the many-braided river flowing through, 
this is Spiti, ‘the middle land’ between In-
dia and Tibet, separated from the neigh-
bouring Lahaul by the 15,059ft Kunzum 
Pass. Named after the Spiti river, the valley 
has some of the oldest Buddhist monaster-
ies in India. Check out the murals and 
sculptures of the 1,000-year-old Tabo 
Monastery. Spiti Valley is 240km/5 hrs by 
road from Kullu over two high passes. 

A grassland in Spiti; and 
(below) the Great 

Himalayan National Park

O

VIDURA JANG BHADUR

AHTUSHI
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33-36j&k and ladakh
The snaking Srinagar-
Leh highway

CHANGTHANG PLATEAU There are a 
few words that travellers and writers of-
ten use to describe Changthang Pla-
teau: eerie, magical, desolate, surreal, 
menacing, beautiful and profound. This 
uninhabited cold desert in the northern 
plains of Ladakh, with an average eleva-
tion of 15,000ft is all that and more. 
This is a region of vast highlands and gi-
ant lakes, home to the nomadic chang-
pa tribe and pashmina goats. At 
14,835ft, with a surface area of 12,000 
ha, Tso Moriri is more breathtaking than 
words can say. Changthang is best ex-
perienced by the 9-day, 7-pass trek 
from Rumtse on the Manali-Leh high-
way to Karzok by the Tso Moriri via the 
lake of Tso Kar. You can also drive to Tso 
Moriri from Leh. Tso Moriri is located 
about 250km away from Leh. 

GADSAR LAKE Many fabled trails in 
the Himalaya are so off-grid, they seem 
near-mythical. Not this circuit. Set off 
from the village of Shitkadi Sonmarg, 
and the trail leads you past the lakes of 
Vishansar and Krishansar to altitudes 
over 13,451ft across two mountain 
passes, Nichnai and Gadsar, and a few 
smaller lakes before you arrive at the 
meadow of flowers that surrounds Gad-
sar. Reflecting the lofty glaciers that 
surround it, Gadsar is popular with an-
glers for its brown trout and also a ru-
moured octopus that drags unwary 
tourists under. The trek goes on over 
Gaj Pass to picture-postcard views of 
Gaganbal and Nundkol lakes and the 
sacred peak of Harmukh before ending 
at Naranag. The trek head point of Son-
marg is 80km/2hrs from Srinagar. 

HEMIS This is Ladakh’s richest and 
largest gompa. This scenic Tibetan Bud-
dhist monastery of the Drukpa lineage 
was built in 1672 by the Ladakhi king 
Sengge Namgyal, and it is known for its 
annual festival honouring Padmasamb-
hava. Further adding to its mystique, the 
library here is rumoured to preserve a 
gospel called Life of Saint Issa, which is 
said to document the ‘lost years’ of Je-
sus, which he supposedly spent in 
Kashmir with his wife and son, Ben-Issa. 
Apart from the monastery, Hemis is fa-
mous for its 4,400sq km high-altitude 
national park—the only one north of the 
Himalaya. It harbours a high density of 
snow leopards and boasts a species list 
of some rare flora and fauna. The 
Markha Valley trek ends here. Hemis 
Monastery is 45km/1hr away from Leh. 

SRINAGAR TO LEH DRIVE Flying to 
Leh, which stands at 11,562ft, almost al-
ways results in altitude sickness. But if 
there was a scenic route, wouldn’t you 
take it? Thanks to the Border Roads Or-
ganisation, there is, and you should. The 
434km Srinagar-Leh road, also called 
NH 1D, is one of the most beautiful 
roads in India. Stop and smell the flow-
ers at Sonmarg, ascend to Zoji La, stop 
at Drass and break journey at Kargil. 
Head out again via Mulbekh, cross 
Namik La, Fotu La, pass through Ule and 
push on to Leh. Check if the road is 
open before making plans. The snow-
bound road is normally open from the last 
week of April till mid-October.

ALAMY/INDIAPICTURE
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37madhya pradesh

JUNGLE BOOK TRAIL The en-
during world of Rudyard 
Kipling’s The Jungle Book has 
been the subject of one of Walt 
Disney’s most popular animated 
creations and a timeless hit with 
both kids and grown-ups. Today 
you can re-wind the escapades 
of Mowgli, Sher Khan and Baloo 
in Madhya Pradesh’s loveliest 
game parks. Sign up for a tour 
with Taj Safaris, which has tied 
up with South Africa-based ‘& 
Beyond’ to introduce a Mowgli 
trail. These especially crafted 
itineraries follow a trail covering 
the wilderness reaches from 
Kanha National Park and Pench 
National Park, in Madhya 
Pradesh. Stays are arranged at 
the Banjaar Tola and Baghvan 
luxury lodges. Game drives, vil-
lage community visits and An-
glo-Indian menus are part of this 
wildlife deal. Jabalpur airport is 
165kms from Kanha  
National Park.

Breakfast at Banjaar Tola, 
Kanha National Park

outlook traveller • JuNe 2016     137



138     outlook traveller • june 2016

the list



outlook traveller • JuNe 2016     139

ORCHHA Set dramatically upon a rocky 
island overlooking the Betwa river, Or-
chha’s grandeur is a guaranteed stun-
ner. This capital of the Bundela kings till 
1738, which had played host to a fugi-
tive Prince Salim, encourages you to 
dwell upon its legends and linger among 
its painterly palaces, ancient temples 
and chhattris.  Explore the beautifully 
painted Jehangir Mahal and the Ram 
Raja Temple, where Ram is worshipped 
here as a king and even has a security 
guard with a gun! Ram’s wedding to Sita 
is joyfully celebrated, with the locals 
joining as baraatis during the Vivaha 
Panchami. You can even go rafting 
down the Betwa. Jhansi railway station is 
19km away.

The royal cenotaphs of 
Orchha at sunset

ALAMY/INDIAPICTURE
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BHIMBETKA The world’s largest group of 
painted rock shelters dating to the early 
Stone Age was discovered by chance in a 
densely forested region in the Vindhyas. A 
Unesco World Heritage Site, Bhimbetka’s 
rock paintings rank among the world’s 
greatest testimonies for the first traces to 
Homo sapiens, evolving culturally as they 
sketched the human journey from the Me-
solithic period right through the historical 
times. The oldest date back about 30,000 
years. The well–preserved linear represen-
tations, geometric figures and paintings 
feature dancers and hunters, tigers, bisons, 
elephants, deer rhinoceroses and bulls. 
Traces of Homo erectus have also been 
found at the caves. The Bhimbetka caves can 
be accessed from Bhopal, 45km away. 

SANCHI Many of Sanchi’s Buddhist struc-
tures dating back almost 2,000 years ago 
have, remarkably, survived the march of 
time. The most stunning, of course, is Stu-
pa No. 1, ranked among Asia’s finest and 
most evocative examples of early Buddhist 
religious architecture. The complex, com-
missioned by the Mauryan emperor Asho-
ka in the 3rd century BCE, is a massive 
sprawl of early and late Ashokan-era stu-
pas, columns, chaityas, shrines, monaster-
ies, decorative toranas, sculptures and 
bas-reliefs in varying states of preserva-
tion, is a Unesco World Heritage Site—cel-
ebrating its timeless Buddhist architecture 
and cultural heritage. Visitors can enjoy a 
leisurely ramble around this tranquil set-
ting, untroubled by hawkers and touts. It 
can be accessed from Bhopal 46km away.

Bhimbetka caves are a 
rich repository of 
prehistoric art

GIREESH GV

39- 4 O



35 Hotels in 24 Cities across India & Africa
Amritsar • Ahmedabad • Bangalore • Bhuj • Bharuch • Chandigarh • Dehradun • Dandeli • Goa • Gurgaon

Hospet • Haridwar • Jaipur • Kolkata • Mahabaleshwar • Mussoorie • Mysore • Navi Mumbai  • Nairobi • Pune
Shimoga • Rajkot • Santiniketan • Vadodara

Email: sales15@royalorchidhotels.com

For Reservations Call: +91 9902000057 / 80 4127 6667
www.royalorchidhotels.com

Pack Your Bags
and Head for an Adventure !!!

Royal Orchid
Central Kireeti, Hampi

Regenta Resort
Dandeli, North Karnataka

Royal Orchid Metropole,
Royal Orchid Brindavan

Garden, Mysore

Royal Orchid Central
Shimoga
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BADAMI, PATTADAKAL, AIHOLE 
The seventh century site of Badami 
represents the sophistication of Cha-
lukyan architecture. Of Badami’s four 
richly carved cave temples, three are 
Vedic caves, dedicated to Shiva and 
Vishnu, and the fourth, with its idol of 
Parashwanatha, to Jain deities. Patta-
dakal, with its Virupaksha Temple, is a 
World Heritage Site. Among the 10 
temples in the complex are also the 
stunning Mallikarjuna and Papanath 
temples. Erstwhile Chalukyan capital 
Aihole is home to 100 shrines built be-
tween the 6th and 12th century AD, 
the star attraction being the Durga 
Temple, which has a fusion of Dravida 
with Nagara architectural styles. Use 
Badami as your base for a day tour of 
the other two. Accessed from Hubli 
(115km), which is a six-hour drive north-
west from the state capital Bangalore. 

HAMPI Its jaw-dropping carved tem-
ples, palaces and other ruins of the 
Sacred Centre around Hampi Bazaar 
and the Royal Centre near Kamala-
puram from the legendary Vijayanaga-
ra Kingdom provide a window into the 
world of medieval South India and its 
enormous wealth, noted by many 
writers of the era. But adventure buffs 
in the 21st century love it for the great 
landscape of giant boulders among 
which the historic site stands. A hand-
ful of rock climbers from abroad dis-
covered the potential of Hampi as a 
granite bouldering climbing site. To-
day, would-be boulderers seek locally 
available professional help to explore 
Hampi’s 700 boulder challenges, es-
pecially in November and December. 
Hampi is accessed from Hospet (13km). 
The 341kms drive from Bengaluru takes 
about six hours. 

COORG Karnataka’s charming Kodagu, 
or Coorg district, offers visitors rich and 
varied holidaying delights in its balmy 
environs. Long renowned for its coffee 
and spice plantations, where one can 
book a colonial homestay experience, 
the Coorg region is also rich in wildlife—
come here to meet Malabar squirrels 
and tigers. In Dubare, look forward to 
interactions with elephants at the gov-
ernment-run Elephant Training Camp. 
Go trekking in forest trails along the Ka-
veri to the Pushpagiri and Brahmagiri 
sanctuaries. At Madikeri enjoy rambles 
in Tippu’s fort. At Kakkabe climb Thady-
endamol Peak and look for rare orchids. 
The nearest airport is Mangalore Interna-
tional Airport, 160kms away.

41-47

Left, Badami cave 
temple sculptures; and 
Coorg’s Pandi Curry 

karnataka

MYSORE Central to this erstwhile royal 
city is the massive sprawl of the Mysore 
Palace, home of the Wodeyar royals. 
Rising Phoenix-like from the ashes of a 
terrible fire, this grand palace is the first 
stop for visitors in the city—for the daz-
zle of its Darbar Hall and Kalyana Man-
tapa. The palace design and aesthetic 
displays a mix of Hindu, Islamic, Gothic 
and Rajput styles. A higlight is the dra-
matic lit-up view after sunset. The 
10-day-long Mysore Dasara Festival 
was a royal initiative, and is celebrated 
lavishly with the public display of the 
Golden Howdah even today. Set off on a 
languid trawl of Mysore’s other ornate 
palaces, gardens, Chamundi Hill and old 
markets where you can pick up Mysore 
silks, sandalwood joss sticks and gar-
lands of fragrant jasmine. Mysore is a 
146kms drive from Bengaluru, which takes 
2.5 hours. 

VARUN SREENIVASAN JYOTHY KARAT



Fresh water turrtles at Dandeli 
Reserve Forest

RIVER TERN ISLAND An all-year re-
treat, this picturesque island rises off 
the sparkling waters of the backwaters 
of the Bhadra river, just 4km from the 
Bhadra Tiger Reserve. The river shares 
the secret of this special place with only 
those who venture into these parts. You 
can’t stay on the island itself, as it dis-
appears when the monsoon engorges 
the backwaters. But before that hap-
pens, it’s the residence of the river terns, 
who have been using it as a nursery for 
years. Stay at Jungle Lodges River Tern 
Lodge here and take a boat ride to 
watch the chicks come out to take their 
first swim. Watersports are also on offer 
by the resort. The island is about 275kms 
from Bangalore.

SHIMOGA Sequestered in the verdant 
upper reaches of the Western Ghats 
this city lies on the embankments of the 
Tunga river and is popular as the gate-
way to Karnataka’s beautiful Malnad re-
gion. Back-to-nature experiences are 
the heart of a stay here. The Tyava-
rekoppa Lion and Tiger Reserve, 10km 
away, gets droves of visitors. The Sakre-
bailu Elephant Camp is just 14km away 
and birding at Gajanur Dam (12km) is 
quite popular. So are day trips to Jog 
Falls (829 ft) with its four cascades, 
100km away. Mattur, 8km away, is In-
dia’s famous ‘Sanskrit village’. Shimoga 
railway station is served by trains from 
both Bangalore (276kms) and Mysore 
(275kms).

DANDELI Said to be the oldest declared 
game reserve in India, Dandeli Wildlife 
Sanctuary is where you can spot the 
elusive black panther. Flying snakes, fly-
ing squirrels and flying lizards are other 
unique denizens of this pristine world, 
also famed for its rare and colouful 
hornbills. The white water rafting expe-
riences, arranged by Kali Wilderness 
Adventure Camp on the Kali River, at-
tract many adventure buffs. For the less 
adventurous there are gentle coracle 
rides on offer. Jungle safaris are ar-
ranged by the Kulgi Nature Camp. Trek-
kers can conquer Shiroli Peak and fur-
ther ahead explore the network of lime-
stone caves at Kavala. The nearest rail-
way station is Alnavar, 35kms away.

ALAMY/INDIAPICTURE
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journey for the soul
chhattisgarh



T
o a traveller, Chhattisgarh promises 
a journey, that is almost paradisia-
cal—undulating hills, land bursting 
with bright green paddy fields, zig-

zagging tributaries plunging white water-
falls and dense forests—all hold timeless 
secrets of nature. It is said that even Lord 
Ram walked on this land during his exile. 
The intense cultural magnetism holds no 
lesser draw. More than forty tribes, still 
rooted to their culture, traditions and a 
history shrouded in enigma, inhabit the 
state. Incredible biodiversity at National 
Parks and Sanctuaries, ancient Hindu 
temples, Buddhist monuments, unique 
tribal practices and local handicrafts con-
verge here to make this a pulsating land to 
satiate the curiosity of a traveller.

Temples
Spiritual fervour runs deep in Chhattisgarh. 
With the social composition enveloped in 
reverence to a million local deities and na-
ture, it is not uncommon to see a number of 
large and small shrines sprinkled in the state. 

MaHaMaya TeMPLe, RaTaNPuR

Dedicated to the dual deity of Goddess-
es Mahishasur Mardini, the Mahamaya 

Temple lies 25km from Bilaspur. Though 
the temple started getting constructed 
in the 12–13th century, several addi-
tions embellished it over the course 
of time. Influences of the Nagara style 
of architecture still make for the most 
prominent architectural features in it.

BaMLeSHWaRI TeMPLe, DoNGaR

The 1,600ft-high perch of the shrine 
gives it a vantage position to have 
devotees make that extra effort to pay 
homage to the deity, Goddess Bam-
leshwari. The legend of the temple goes 
back to 2,200 years ago. a local King by 
the name of Raja Veersen, who could 
not conceive a child with his wife, and 
upon the suggestions of his royal priests 
prayed to the Gods. Within a year, the 
queen gave birth to a son who was 
named Madansen. Considered a bless-
ing of Lord Shiva and Parvati, the kIng 
constructed a temple in their honour. 

DaNTeSHWaRI TeMPLe,  
DaNTeWaDa

Dantewada, home to the presiding deity 
(Kuldevi) of Bastar, lies 87km South West 
of Jagdalpur, at the confluence of rivers 

Shankini and Dankini. Here, the Dan-
teshwari shrine draws thousands each 
year, especially during Navratris and the 
days that lead up to Dussehra. The 14th-
century Chalukyan three-tiered temple 
is home to the black stone Goddess, 
who has a piercing gaze. It is recom-
mended to come during the Bastar 
Dussehra when the main idol is tempo-
rarily shifted to Jagdalpur amidst much 
fanfare, led by the Bison Horn Marias in 
a long procession. The temple is one of 
the Shakti Peeths, popular for being the 
spot where Sati’s tooth has fallen. 

LaxMaN TeMPLe, SIRPuR

a wondrous complex of ancient brick 
temples, Sirpur is the ideal destination 
for the spiritual and history enthusiasts 
alike. an erstwhile Buddhist site, parts of 
Sirpur are still getting excavated. Promi-
nent areas include the Buddha Vihar and 
the 7th century Laxman Temple, which 
is propped on a high platform .The 
exquisitely carved doorframe is replete 
with figures of Seshasayi Vishnu along 
with his other incarnations. This temple 
is one among the most stellar examples 
of brick temples of ancient India.
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Buddha Monastery, Mainpat

Mainpat is one destination that offers 
respite from summers and has an unlikely 
religious composition of tibetans. Main-
pat is known for its Buddhist monastery 
that exudes a soothing vibe, fit for the 
drop in degrees as you climb from the 
plains to its hilltop address. a small, 
unassuming town, it is sure to charm the 
off-beat traveller.

pragya giri, dongargarh

the 225 steps that lead to this 1000 feet 
hill is worth your while when you set 
your eyes on the enchanting gold statue 
of Buddha on top of the hill. apart from 
some other small Buddhism themed 
shrines, stunning views of the towns 
below lie in store up here.

shivrinarayan

Christened after shabri, the old lady who 
tasted berries and then fed them to Lord ram 
in the epic ramayana, the shrine holds spe-
cial significance for hindus. it is around here 
that the Lord is said to have spent 10 of the 
14 years of exile from his Kingdom. though 
extremely understated in architecture, the 
shrine has a mystical energy about it.

MaLhar

the town of Malhar is not known for only 
one temple, but a mix of hindu and Jain 

temples give it the spiritual identity it 
deserves. of these, pataleshwar, devri 
and dindeshwari temples are the most 
famous but it’s the pre-10th century Jain 
temples also add to the vibrant spiritual-
scape of the town.

devrani-Jethani teMpLe, taLa

situated on the banks of the Maniyari 
river, tala promises to open a world of in-
tricate rock carvings in the duo, devrani-
Jethani temples (sister in laws). Little 
remains of the 6th century constructed 
by the vakataka dynasty, but is sure to 
transport you into a bygone era. Look out 
for the rudrashiva sculpture that was
uneartherd from the devrani temple 
premises; this is the highlight here.

ChaMparan

the birthplace of saint vallabhacharya, 
reformer and founder of the vallabha 
sect, the main draw of the Champaran is 
a magnificent temple built in his honour. 
another temple, called Champakeshwara 
Mahadeva (shiva) is yet another reason 
for thousands to descend here during 
religious holidays.

nature and forests
Copiously green paddy fields, sinuous 
rivers skirting past silted banks, dense 
forests, the torrent of waterfalls and 
nature’s other vestiges are designed to 
mesmerise the traveller in Chhattisgarh. 
the thick canopies of towering teak, saal 
and bamboo trees along with thick under-
growth provide refuge to number of wild 
animals all through the state. From the 
Barnawapara national park in the north 
to Kanger valley in the south, every rivulet 
and saal thicket, Chhattisgarh’s elegance 
unravels with every bend of the road. 
and while you’re wending your way from 
one sanctuary to another, you will spot 
see a jet-black bird with a smack of yellow 
plumage on its head peeping from posters 
and signboards; this is the hill Myna, the 
designated state bird of Chhattisgarh. 
only extreme providence grants you an 
actual rendezvous with the bird. 

ChitraKote WaterFaLL 

the sound of the gushing water pre-
cedes the jaw-droppingly beautiful 
vista of the Chitrakote waterfall, west of 



Jagdalpur. A frothy sheet of white plum-
mets 95 feet, from a wide semi-circular 
mouth of a red tinged cliff, breaking the 
gentle flow of the Indravati River on top. 
An almost perpetual rainbow garlands 
the cascade in front of the waterfall. 
Adding to the perfect scene are slim 
fishermen boats wobbling at the base; 
the scene harmonizes to form an un-
missable photo opportunity.

The legend goes that a large herd 
of deer once inhabited the verdant 
surroundings of Chitrakote. It is no 
wonder that the locals call it ‘Chitrakote 
Ghoomar’; in the local dialect, Halbi, ‘chi-
tar’ is the name for a deer and ‘ghoomar’ 
is waterfall. 

It is recommended to take slow steps from 
the rocky head of the falls. The thundering 

sound guides you towards the viewing pavil-
ions in front, till you have to make a definitive 
stop to take in the sheer enormity of span of 
water dropping down. It is worth your while 
to walk all the way down to the base, to get 
enthralled by the entire view of the white 
crescent. Adding to this stunning topogra-
phy is a large stretch of sand and rock, mostly 
occupied by fishermen who spread nets in 
front of the falls. The hum of local life ampli-
fies the charm of the waterfall. But the real 
brush of wonder still remains the enormous 
volume of water, in a playful harmony with 
the sun’s rays to crown itself with a rainbow.

TeeRATHGARH

 Wedged in the lush environs of the 
Kanger Valley National Park, the Tirath-
garh falls provide an excellent view of 

the Kanger River tumbling down seven 
levels into a deep valley, over a flat rocky 
outcrop. The tiered waterfall against the 
red hued cliff sides look dramatic. It is 
easy to follow a staircase down to the 
first level and then find your way further 
down the natural rocky steps to the 
base, uncovering the beauty of one level 
below the other. A popular local tourist 
spot, Teerathgarh is dotted with tourists, 
eager for a spray of water in their faces 
or some bold enough to stand right 
under the white frothy cascade. It is 
equally easy to extract yourself from the 
busier parts and find an isolated spot 
amongst the different levels.  The sec-
ond level has a small Shiva shrine in the 
middle of a rocky platform that evades 
the flow of water.

Copiously green paddy fields, sinuous rivers skirting past silted banks, 
dense forests, the torrent of waterfalls and nature’s other vestiges are  
designed to mesmerise the traveller in Chhattisgarh
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Jatmai and Ghatarani tEmPLE 
& watErfaLL

Less than 100km southeast of the capital, 
raipur, the Jatmai temple commemorates 
Goddess durga in a stunning lush green 
setting. the small white shrine is swaddled 
between a dense copse. the devotion to 
the spot by the religious and the weekend 
picnickers is for reasons much more than 
spiritual quest; after all, the magnificent 
Ghatrani waterfall lies just 25km from 
here, making it an easy addition to the trip. 
this is the closest place from raipur city 
where the state reveals its extraordinary 
beauty and biodiversity. 

the waterfall doesn’t drop in a deep 
gorge or plummet from a rocky cliff-side. 
instead, it playfully gurgles over the 
mildly undulating rockscape. this gives 
easy access to tourists, to plonk them-
selves in the middle of the rocks and 
enjoy the view from the cool confines of 
a watery perch. the gentle stream of wa-
ter, intense greenery and the intrigue of 
the jungle make a compelling reason to 
sit here for hours. when the excitement 
of the tourists dips and the surroundings 
are alive with sounds from the, the hill 
myna (state bird of Chhattisgarh) can be 
heard reclaiming her abode.  

KanGEr VaLLEy nationaL ParK

rich and rugged mountains hiding a 
network of stunning caves within them, 
thundering waterfalls and the verdant 
topography of one of the densest forests 
of the world are hard to miss when in 
Chhattisgarh. the Kanger Valley national 
Park lies in the Bastar region off Jagdalpur 
in the southern part of the state. with a 
sizable spread of semi deciduous swathes 
of forest cover, the national park is home 
to tigers, leopards, deer, sambar, bark-
ing deer, jackals, sloth bears, wild boar, 
striped hyena, crocodiles and snakes 
who roam the untouched patches with 
abandon. amongst the lush forests, 
there are two highlights that draw the 
traveller more than anything else in this 
enchanted land; the Kutumsar Cave and 
Kanger dhara.

to reach the Kutumsar Cave, one has 
to drive past dhurva (tribals) settlements 
into the forest and arrive at a wide clear-
ing in the middle. from here narrow steps 
wend down to the Kutumsar Cave. the 
network of Kutumsar, dandak and Kailash 
caves were found by a forest official mr. 
Bhatiram taram in 1995. of these Ku-
tumsar Caves are open for travellers. the 
narrow entrance opens up with a wide 

hall, 300 meters in length. only when the 
mild light illuminates the ceiling of the 
cave, is when one sees the magnificent 
ancient limestone stalagmites dripping 
from above and the stalactites rise up 
from the muddy floor of the cave. a small 
water collection in a corner is home to 
the blindfish here and the smell of the 
bats precede the sound of their flapping 
wings – all in all an enthralling picture 
surrounds you. Patterns formed by the 
rigor of weathering over thousands of 
years look like paintings on the walls of 
the cave. 

one can hear the gurgling of the 
Kanger Dhara stream from a small clear-
ing along the road near the entrance 
of the Kutumsar Cave. this is the sound 
of the Kanger river, which feeds many 
villages along the way and is the main 
lifeline for animals inside the forest. Sit by 
the river for a while and you may be lucky 
enough to spot an animal along the edge.

BarnawaPara SanCtuary

Christened after ‘Bar’ and ‘nawapara’ 
villages that lie in the heart of this jungle, 
the Barnawapara Sanctuary is  a robust 
offering of undulating terrain of forested 
hillocks. naturally, wildlife is abundant—
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the Indian bison (Gaur), cheetal, sambar, Neelgai 
and wild boar are not hard to spot.

AchANAkmAr TIGer reserve

Overlapping the same forest, it is ideal for its 
reticent key occupant, the tiger, to make it its 
preferred dwelling in chhattisgarh. The rich green, 
almost virgin forest spread is bifurcated by several 
blue capillaries on the map; these are tributaries of 
mahanadi, river Balamdehi and Jonk river. Adding 
to the rich sprawl of nature’s bounty are the saal, 
teak and mixed forest trees, stretching towards the 
sun, leaving the undergrowth below in a palate of 
a million shades of green.

bastar Dussehra festival
The Bastar Dussehra mahotsav started in the 13th 
century in Bade Dongar, the erstwhile capital of the 
kakatiya kings. The king of Bastar, Purushotam Dev 
was an ardent devotee of Lord Jagannath of Puri. In 
order to amplify the cultural fabric of his kingdom, he 
walked to Puri to pay obeisance to the Lord with gifts 
and gold. Impressed by the enormity of his atonement, 
Lord Jagannath appeared in the temple priest’s dream 
and asked him to give this devotee the title of rath Pati 
(head of a chariot) and a chariot from the longstanding 
tradition of a festival held in Puri. king Purushotam was 

day, tribals from the region bring a 
piece of sal tree log. The ceremony 
starts with invocation to the piece 
of wood with sacrifice of mongri fish 
and goats. The king blesses the wood 
and ushers in a period of festivities.

45: DerI GADhAI

On the second ceremonious day of 
the festival, almost a month after the 
Paath Jatra, villagers bring a cluster 
small branches to install a mandap. 
A range of other objects are also 
placed along with the branches. The 
main ingredient here is puffed rice, 
which is kept with the branches. 
An auspicious start to the festival is 
continued with this creation of   
a mandap.

given a towering wooden chariot with 
16 wheels. Till date, it is the main draw of 
the Bastar Dussehra.

Overlapping with the dates of the 
hindu festival of Navratri, the Bastar 
Dussehra reaches a crescendo in the 
last 10 days of the 75-day festival. It is 
mostly a commemoration of Goddess 
Danteshwari, with the convergence 
of thousands of tribals with their own 
village deities in Jagdalpur town. The 
festival starts in July and ends only in 
October, with significant festivities and 
rituals scattered over these months.  

major events 
75: DAys, PAATh  JATrA

Given that the chariot is the main 
focus of the festivities, on the first 
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Overlapping with the dates of the Hindu 
festival of Navratri, the Bastar Dusshera 
reaches a crescendo in the last 10 days of the 
75-day tribal festival



30, Kachchin Gadi

Two weeks after the deri Gad-
hai, it is time for the Kachchin 
Gadi Pooja at an ancient gudi 
(temple), dedicated to God-
dess Kachchin. On this day, a 
young virgin from the village 
adorns the role of Kachchin 
devi, by going into trance and 
sit on a swing of thorns. The 
King arrives here to ask the 
devi for her permission to  
start the festival. 

10: Kalash sThaPana 

The Kalash sthapana takes off 
from the hindu custom during 
navratris, of sowing barley in small 
pots and commencing the puja of 
the Goddess. The evening of the 
Kalash sthapana is also reserved 
for Jogi Paithayee. in this, a specif-
ic Muria(tribal) family of devotees 
is under focus. a young man of the 
family starts a fast of nine days , sit-
ting in one position inside a deep 
pit, in order to ask the Goddess to 
bless the region. 

3: Maha ashTaMi 

The morning is assigned to the 
ashtami puja at the danteshwari 
temple at Bastar Palace. On this 
day, the celebrations are at the 
danteshwari temple and entail a 
gathering of royal priests and the 
King to worship the weapons of 
the Goddess. On the same night 
an intriguing ceremony called 
Nisha Jatra takes  place. The 
ceremony begins with the King 
paying homage, while 12 men 
from the milkmen community 
arrive with earthen pots filled 
with bhog. 

3: JOGi UThayee 

The Jogi Uthayee comes after 
nine days of Jogi sitting on a fast 
at the concrete pit at the sirhasar 
Bhavan. it is finally time for him 
to take his first morsel of food in 
so many days and complete the 
challenging act of obeisance for 
the Goddess. 

2, PrOcessiOn frOM 
The danTeshwari TeMPle

This is the day that the devi 
leaves in a palanquin for Jag-
dalpur with Bison horn Marias 
leading the procession with 
a dance from her temple in 
dantewada.  at night, the palan-
quin arrives in Jagdalpur to be 
welcomed by the King (dressed 
as a priest). This is known as 
Mavali Parghav.

2: BheeTar raini wiTh
 raTh PariKraMa

finally the day comes when the 
chariot is ready to be show-
cased fully and carry Goddess 
danteshwari around the city. 
The circular perambulation of 
the town is done amidst swarms 
of people and hypnotic angas 
(possessed God men) running 
unpredictably. at night, when 
the chaos subsides, the Bison 
horn Marias mock-steal the rath 
again and drag it to the Kumda-
kot field, ----4km outside town. 

1: Kachchan JaTra 

as a sequel to the Kachchan 
Gadi puja in the beginning of the 
celebrations. This is the day to 
bid adieu to the Kachchan devi 
through the young virgin girl who 
embodies the spirit of the devi.

1: Bahar raini wiTh raTh 
PariKraMa

The next morning, the King 
arrives with his ministers to 
retrieve the chariot. 

0: KUTUMB JaTra

This is the final day when all the 
Gods and Goddesses bid adieu. 
a makeshift shrine is created 
with banana leaves, paddy, 
flowers and offerings in a small 
field. The celebrations reach a 
crescendo with many people 
under the spell of the devis. at 
midnight, the mightiest dan-
teshwari devi leaves  
for dantewada.
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jharkhand 48-5
A wall embellished with 

Kharati painings

PAINTED HOUSES OF HAZARIBAGH 
The tribal peoples of this thickly forest-
ed region in northern Jharkhand know a 
thing or two about decor. The elabo-
rately painted houses of Hazaribagh 
and Purulia are an ancient, matriarchal 
tradition—and they are absolutely stun-
ning. Painted on inner walls during the 
marriage season, the Khovar drawings 
are for fertility, while the Sohrai type, on 
outer walls, celebrates cattle and the 
harvest. The techniques and motifs are 
fascinating. The women apply an under-
coat of black, covered over with white 
or ‘dhudhiya mitti’. Then the silica is 
scraped off with brooms, combs and 
even fingernails to reveal marvellous 
graffito depictions. Hazaribagh is 
96km/2hrs from Ranchi by road.

NETARHAT Sir Edward Gait, colonial 
governor of Bihar and Orissa, found 
the balmy climes and enchanting ver-
dure of this pretty little hill town on 
the Chhottanagpur Plateau just the 
perfect retreat from the punishing In-
dian summer. His ‘court’ followed his 
entourage like lemmings. Today it is 
Jharkhand’s most popular hill station 
with its beautiful walks and glorious 
sunset and sunrises. Magnolia Point is 
linked to the ill-fated liaison of a gov-
ernor’s daughter and a tribal boy. For 
more sunset views head for Koel View 
Point or the Palmau Dak Bungalow. 
The Netarhat Public School set up by  
Charles Napier is worth a visit. The 
nearest railway station is Ranchi, which is 
154kms away.

SARANDA  Once a private game pre-
serve of the Singh Deo royals of Saraike-
la, the  820 sq km Saranda sanctuary lo-
cated in West Singhbhum district, offers 
visitors rewarding wilderness experienc-
es amidst its rich sal forests and botani-
cal wealth. Saranda, which literally 
means seven hundred hills, falls along 
the elephant corridor from the nearby 
forests of Odisha’s Keonjhar district and 
is still the ancient stamping grounds of 
the Asiatic elephant, bison and leopard. 
Sightings have been reported of the elu-
sive tiger. Fed by the Karo and Koina riv-
ers, this pristine sanctuary is a bota-
nist’s delight with an abundance of plant 
life. The region is also home to the Ho 
tribesmen. The nearest airports are at 
Jamshedpur and Ranchi.
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kerala
BACKWATERS Its network of canals and 
streams have long attracted visitors to the 
Kullanad and Alapuzha regions of Kerala. 
Best experienced on one of those iconic 
kettuvalloms—traditional rice boats trans-
formed into floating luxury hotels. Gliding 
down the limpid waters, and simply watch-
ing the swaying palms and village life as 
you glide past can be mesmerising. Time 
seems to stand still, and the cares of the 
world wither away. A typical itinerary can 
entail stopovers at palaces and temples, 
museums and markets. The Kochi airport is 
64kms from the Alappuzha backwaters.

MUZIRIS Tales of Kerala’s links with the 
spice trade in the ancient world still offer a 
compelling window into India’s maritime 
history. The legacy of the lost port of Muz-
iris, which vanished without trace almost 
3,000 years ago, is being revived, when a 
chance monsoon deluge at Pattanam vil-
lage laid bare remnants of this lost world. 
Not only spices, but gold and precious 
gems, textiles and other sundry items left 
these shores on sailing ships to the lucra-
tive markets of Greece and Rome. Today 
the Muziris Heritage Porject is working 
apace to revive, conserve and showcase its 
cultural heritage. The Cochi International 
Airport is about 20kms away.

PERIYAR A world of deep silences, pris-
tine forestlands and rich wildlife, Periyar is 
one of India’s most intriguing wilderness 
areas. Though much of it closed to tourist 
activity, you may still enjoy dipping into 
parts of its magical spaces. The Periyar 
National Park here is open all year round—
thus allowing visitors to share the many 
moods of this vast landscape. A favoured 
haunt of the Asiatic elephant, Periyar is the 
place to explore their world. You can sur-
vey this world on elephant-back, by boat 
safari or on a trek through the jungle. You 
can also participate in some of the eco-
tourism activities on offer. The Kochi Airport 
is about 140kms from Periyar.

51-53
At the Kochi-Muziris 

Biennale; and (below) 
elephants at Periyar

SELVAPRAKASH. L
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54- 56
Wall art at Ajanta 

Caves; and (below), 
spotted deer at Tadoba 

maharashtra
ajanta A Unesco World Heritage Site, 
Ajanta, with its 30 extraordinary rock-cut 
caves, renowned for their Buddhist fres-
coes, sprawls along a horseshoe-shaped 
escarpment overlooking the Waghora 
gorge. Hidden for centuries, they were ac-
cidentally discovered in 1819 by a British 
officer named John Smith. Ajanta’s art falls 
into two groups—the Hinayana phase of 
Buddhism, when the Buddha was repre-
sented by symbols, and the Mahayana pe-
riod, when artistic expression was more 
exuberant. The site is usually visited along 
with the Ellora Caves and accessed from Au-
rangabad, 107kms away.

lonar An astonishing natural site, the 
Lonar Lake, located in the tiny hamlet of 
Lonar in Maharashtra’s Buldana district, 
remains surprisingly untouched by tour-
ism. It became famous when it was discov-
ered that the lake bed was actually a crater 
formed nearly 50,000 years ago when a 
meteorite careered into the basaltic rock 
here. Its diameter of 1,800m makes it the 
world’s largest crater. Legend has it that 
Ram and Sita bathed in the lake during 
their exile from Ayodhya. Picnicking fami-
lies explore the ruins of some Hindu tem-
ples on its shores. Tranquil and remote, the 
crater is rich in birdlife. It is best visited from 
Aurangabad, 150kms away.

tadoba Named after a tribal god, ‘Taru’, 
who apparently died fighting a tiger, Tado-
ba National Park is a gem of a wildlife pre-
serve, consciously maintaining its pristine 
eco-system. Located in Maharashtra’s 
Chandarpur district, it is a Project Tiger 
reserve. Tadoba is a magical place, and 
wildlife buffs can expect some wondrous 
moments tiger-spotting in this botanical 
haven. Other denizens here include the 
leopard, Indian bison, wild dogs and sloth 
bear, apart from 181 species of birds. The 
sheer profusion of animals, the close-quar-
ter viewing and the abundant beauty of the 
reserve make this a special experience. It 
can be accessed from Nagpur, 3hrs away.
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57- 6
A child at Loktak Lakemanipur

meghalaya

mizoram

LOKTAK LAKE Serene and breathtakingly 
gorgeous, Loktak Lake is one of the loveli-
est destinations in the Northeast. It’s also 
home to the 40sq km Keibul Lamjao  
National Park, the world’s only floating 
wildlife sanctuary. This is where you come 
seeking Manipur’s graceful brow-antlered 
‘dancing deer’, or the sangai, living on its 
unique habitat of bowl-shaped islands—
phumdi (made of weeds), which float on 
the surface of the lake, a big attraction for 
birders. Boats are available for hire. Plan a 
trip during the annual Sangai Festival, held 
in November. It can be accessed from Imphal, 
just 45kms away.

aizawl If you want to know where 
the Tropic of Cancer passes through
India, head for Aizawl, Mizoram’s capi-
tal. Set upon a craggy perch, at 4,000ft, 
this languid, laidback town offers gor-
geous views of the verdant Tlawng river 
valley. Look north and you can see the 
sprawling canvas of the hills of Durt-
lang, the gateway to Aizawl. On your 
way from Lengpui airport, hop off at the 

zoological garden for a leisurely stroll. 
At the Mizoram State Museum you will 
enjoy the window into Mizo culture 
with the collections of costumes, cul-
ture, artefacts and historical relics on 
display. Pick up woven textiles, such as 
puan, with its intricate weave in many 
colours, which are sold in Bara Bazar. 
Aizawl is connected by air through Leng-
pui Airport, about 40km away.

VaNTawNG waTERFall These wa-
terfalls, located in Mizoram, may not be 
the tallest in India at 750ft, but is cer-
tainly one of the most boisterous and 
impressive up close. Folklore mentions 
a swimmer named Vantawnga, after 
whom the waterfall has been named, 
who would grace its pool with a display 
of stunning acrobatics. One cannot 
help but wonder—how could a swim-
mer master such a restless realm? 

Once here, you will also no doubt soak 
up the surrounding lush greenery and 
bamboo groves, while enjoying a view 
of the thunderous falls. The state tour-
ism department has made a comfort-
able viewing tower for tourists. Facili-
ties for accomodation are available at 
the tourist lodge at Thenzawl, about 
75km away, and is known for its hand-
loom products. Vantawng is located on 
the Vanva river, 137km from Aizawl.  

CAVING Meghalaya is fast emerging as 
a hot-spot for caving with 1,284 regis-
tered caves to be explored; a caver’s 
paradise with most of the deepest and 
longest of South Asia’s caves located 
here. What’s making business pick up 
are the several professional outfitters 
who are now leading these spelunking 
tours in familiar terrains. The Shnong 
Rim area in the Jaintia Hills offers dif-

ferent caving experiences. The lime-
stone caves around Mawsynram are a 
big favourite with tourists—with Krem 
Mawjymbuin just a short hop away. 
Also in the Khasi Hills is Krem Mawm-
luh, reputed to be the sub-continent’s 
fourth-longest cave, along with the Siju 
Caves in the Garo hills, which is the 
third-longest cave system. Best ac-
cessed from Shillong.

O
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61- 63nagaland
DZUKOU VALLEY Trekkers visiting North-
east India should rejoice as the trail to 
Dzukou on the Manipur-Nagaland border 
is not only aptly challenging, but also 
breathtakingly scenic. The trek is facilitat-
ed by the Manipur Mountaineering and 
Trekking Association (MMTA). Its base 
camp is located at Mt. Issi, from where it’s 
a five-hour walk upwards. Beautiful lilies 
and rhododendron flowers are plentiful in 
the valley, along with a pristine stream that 
has the propensity to freeze during the 
winters. If you’re feeling even more adven-
turous, the Japfu Peak is at 3,940m. The 
valley is 15kms south of Kohima.

KOHIMA This is a tranquil town, and why 
wouldn’t it be if it literally means ‘the land 
where the flower kewhi grows’? It may not 
be as large or populous as Dimapur, even 
though it is the capital of Nagaland, but it 
certainly is more intrinsically connected to 
the Naga culture. While you are here, be 
sure to visit the Catholic Cathedral and 
watch it glimmer in its crimson radiance. 
When you’re done, tread to the World War 
II Memorial built to honour the state’s val-
iant soldiers. And finally, take a stroll 
around the city’s supermarkets to purchase 
some locally produced trinkets and Naga 
shawls. Dimapur is the nearest airport, 
74kms away.

MON Located in Nagaland, Mon is not for 
the faint hearted. The Konyak tribe that in-
habits its slopes is known for its warrior 
culture just as much as its grisly past—that 
of headhunting. Even the journey to reach 
the Mon village of Nyahnyu Konyak is an 
extremely challenging one. The best time 
to visit would be for the Aeleong Festival, 
the annual spring festival, when the tribe 
fully displays the intricacies of its tradi-
tions. The festival day, 4th April, is packed 
with great pomp and show. Other than 
this, adventure enthusiasts visiting Mon 
can partake in plenty of activities such as 
trekking, angling and birding. Jorhat in As-
sam, 161kms away, is the closest airport.  

Dzukou valley; and 
(below) the fish market 

at Kohima 
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Elephant ride at Amer Fort 
near Jaipur; and (right) 

painted walls at Shekhawatirajasthan 64-67

JAIPUR Timeless wonders drenched in 
salmon, Jaipur stands tall in its magnifi-
cence. The splendour of the City Palace, 
the intricate designs of the Hawa Ma-
hal and the history attached to the 
Amer Fort Palace; the architectural fi-
nesse of the buildings of Jaipur stand 
testament to the great city. The ele-
phant safari, the Jal Mahal, the Jantar 
Mantar—the city of Jaipur leaves you 
spoilt for choices with its multiple forts, 
gardens, wells and temples.  Make a 
trip to Chokhi Dhani to get a taste of an 
authentic Rajasthani feast complete 
with food items such as sangri and dal-
bati. Jaipur is a 230kms drive from Delhi. 

LOHAGARH FORT Among the numer-
ous forts and palaces of Bharatpur, the 
Lohagarh Fort, or Iron Fort, is perhaps 
the most iconic. The fort is believed to 
be virtually impregnable with deep 
moats on each side; it stood its ground 
against the British when they laid a six-
week siege on it. Along with the various 
palaces like the Mahal Khas and the Ka-
mra Palace, the fort also holds a muse-
um, the imposing towers of Jawahar and 
Fateh Burj, Ganga and Laxman Temples, 
an art gallery and the Nehru Park. The 
Bharatpur railway junction is the closest to 
Lohagarh fort. The nearest airport is Kheria 
Airport in Agra, 49kms away.

THAR DESERT Colourful costumes, 
music, desert culture and sand as far as 
the eye can see, the Thar Desert vi-
brates with its beauty and traditions. 
Surrounded by the golden (Jaisalmer), 
pink (Jaipur) and blue (Jodhpur) cities 
and the city of lakes (Udaipur), the Thar 
Desert is bustling with activities for all 
travellers. From desert safaris to dune 
bashing, parasailing, quad biking to 
staying at royal palaces and experienc-
ing the desert festivals, the grandeur of 
the Thar Desert can never fail to amaze. 
Jaisalmer airport, closest to the desert, has 
domestic flights coming in from cities like 
Delhi and Mumbai.

PUNEET K. PALIWAL
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SHEKHAWATI Nestled in northeast Rajas-
than, the historical region of Shekhawati is 
a favourite for travellers. Visit Sikar to find 
multiple havelis such as those of Bansidhar 
Rathi, Kedia and Sawant Ram Chokhani. 

The Khatu Shyamji village is known for its 
temple and the Khatu Shyamji fair. Places 
like Churu and Dundlod are known for their 
iconic forts and Fatehpur revels in its 15th 
century glory. Try the horse safaris or the 

Heritage on Wheels luxury train and at-
tend some of the vibrant fairs and festivals 
in the area. The nearest railway station is 
Jhunjhunu which is connected to cities such as 
Jaipur, Delhi, Indore and Pune.

PUNEET K. PALIWAL
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68- 7odisha Tribal women in Koraput 
pose for a photo 

CHILIKA LAKE This is the largest 
brackish water lake not only in India, 
but also in all of Asia. Such lakes are 
more saline than their freshwater coun-
terparts, but a tad less salty than the 
water out at sea. Chilika is known for its 
abundant bird life that is sure to excite 
not just any birder but even the non-
birder. In fact, the Mangalajodi corner of 
the lake is host to over 160 species dur-
ing the peak season, some from as far 
away as Russia. The lake supports a 
vast ecosystem and provides livelihood 
to thousands of fisherfolk living in 132 
villages on the shore and islands in the 
lake. The lake can be visited from many 
places—Rambha is relatively peaceful, 
Satapada and Barkul, which are the best 
known among these. Chilika was desig-
nated the first Indian wetland of inter-
national importance under the Ramsar 
Convention. Bhubaneswar is the nearest 
airport, 95kms away.

GOLDEN TRIANGLE Call it the ‘other 
Golden Triangle’: The three Odishi 
towns of Bhubaneswar, Puri and 
Konark, which are known for their tem-
ples and their popularity in terms of pil-
grimage and travel. Throughout the tri-
angle, Jainism and Buddhism have left 
prominent imprints which that have 
been set in stone by various Buddhist 
stupas and Jain temples. Those looking 
to cover all three vertices should begin 
with Bhubaneswar, which has the Ling-
araj, Parashuramesvara and Mukteswar 
temples that you ought to visit. At Puri, 
the Jagannath Temple is world famous 
and is visited by large crowds every 
day. The Sun Temple of Konark is a 
13th-century structure in the shape of a 
gigantic chariot, built by king Narasim-
hadeva I of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty. 
The Sun Temple is just 65kms from state 
capital Bhubaneswar, from where Puri is 
60km away.

TRIBAL CIRCUIT  Much of India’s di-
versity owes to its colourful tribes, 
which possess their own innate cultures 
and traditions. This makes the tribal cir-
cuit of Odisha particularly unique. A 
trip to the circuit includes a number of 
smaller towns such as Gopalpur and 
Sambalpur, in addition to larger cities 
such as Bhubaneswar. Participate in 
Gopalpur’s enthralling beach festival, 
which makes it an exciting tourist spot. 
At Sambalpur, there are numerous fes-
tivals based around agriculture such as 
the Nuakhai that takes place in the 
months of August and September. In 
Bhubaneswar, a week-long tribal fair 
begins on 26th January, while the 
Chhau Festival in Baripada, a classical 
dance festival, takes place in April. 
Also, do not miss the Puri Beach Festi-
val in November. Gopalpur and Sambal-
pur are 165kms and 293kms from Bhu-
baneswar by road, respectively.

JYOTHY KARAT
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71-73punjab
AMRITSAR One of India’s most visited 
tourist destinations, Amritsar is home to 
the Golden Temple, or Harmandir Sahib, 
which is Sikhism’s most important shrine. 
The grand shrine is known for its round-
the-clock langar or ‘free kitchen’. Visitors 
to the religious centre also visit the Jallian-
wala Bagh, the site of the horrific Jallian-
wala massacre of 1919, where bullet marks 
are still visible; hauntingly prominent. At 
the Wagah Border separating India and 
Pakistan, located 28kms from Amritsar, a 
ceremonial show happens every evening. 
Amritsar has an international airport located 
just 13km from the Golden Temple. 

HARIKE WETLAND A wetland is defined 
as a terrain knee-deep in water, and in
India, the Harike Wetland located in Pun-
jab is the largest. It is manmade, and 
serves the purpose of providing enough 
water to the visiting animals and birds. 
Imagine this—a vast stretch of water with 
scattered patches of verdant flora seeming 
like a miniature version of our planet itself. 
Visit the Harike Bird Sanctuary that is ac-
cessed from Ferozepur. While it is a sanc-
tum for numerous endangered bird spe-
cies, the wetlands also support animals 
such as the mongoose, the Indian wildboar 
and the jackal. Ferozepur Cantonment is the 
nearest railway station to Harike.

VIRASAT-E-KHALSA A monumental em-
bodiment of the Sikh religion and its un-
derlying culture and traditions, the Virasat-
e-Khalsa Museum is a treat for anyone 
who wishes to learn anything about the re-
ligion. Located in Anandpur Sahib, the Mu-
seum has an auditorium that can support 
400 people, art galleries, a well-equipped 
library, exhibition spaces, digital and inter-
active spaces. And then there’s the spell-
binding architecture, complete with arches, 
walkways, bridges and even pools. Here, 
you learn everything from the origins of the 
Khalsa sect to the many gurus who have 
shaped its history. Anandpur Sahib is best 
accessed from Chandigarh (90kms).

Milllons of visitors visit  
the Golden Temple 

annually 
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Delightful Delhi

Delhi Tourism
18 A DDA SCO Complex Defence Colony, New Delhi

Tel: (011) 24647005, 24618026

Delhi, the  eternal city, offers visitors a sumptuous banquet of history and heritage seamlessly in tune with its transformation as one of the world’s fastest 
growing and largest metropoliss. Its heritage is truly a living heritage, best enjoyed in its vintage bazaars, glorious monuments, temples, gardens, festivals- 
all against the backdrop of its avatar as a modern city. Delhi Tourism’s regular Delhi sight seeing tours and Hop On Hop Off flexi bus service now makes it 
easier to enjoy the cities top attractions in comfort. Alternatively sign up for the leisurely heritage walks , cycle tours, rickshaw tours, organized by Delhi 
Tourism. You can explore Shahjahanabad’s Mughal legacy or take a round of monuments featuring several centuries of history at Mehrauli archeological 
park. In whatever way you choose to explore the national capital , it will leave you surprised by how much it has to offer and leave you asking for more.

www.facebook.com/delhitourism

www.delhitourism.gov.in
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LACHUNG & YUMTHANG While 
travelling around North Sikkim, stop-
ping for a few days at Yumthang and 
Lachung is an absolute no-brainer. La-
chung is an exquisite little riverside 
town often described as the ‘most pic-
turesque village in Sikkim’, while the 
Yumthang Valley is renowned for its 
stunning variety of wildflowers, locat-
ed on meadows beyond the treeline. 
Picturesque valleys, waterfalls, rivers, 
authentic little villages and a breath-
taking view of the snowcapped Hima-
laya make Yumthang and Lachung 
unique destinations in Sikkim, perfect 
for travellers looking for a short get-
away from civilisation. Bagdogra airport 
in West Bengal is about 128km away 
from Lachung while the nearest major 
railway station is New Jalpaiguri, about 
127km away.

BOTANICAL GARDEN The Jawaharlal 
Nehru Botanical Garden near Gangtok 
is a paradise for those with a bug for 
flora. With its different species of rare 
flowers, plants and trees, ‘pretty’ 
would be an understatement for this 
park. A perfect destination for travel-
lers looking for Sikkim’s endemic trees 
and plants like orchids, the garden also 
attracts tourists from around the 
country for its picturesque layout and 
its proximity to the Rumtek Monas-
tery. The garden houses numerous 
species of orchids and over 50 differ-
ent species of trees including a num-
ber of oaks. Foreigners need a permit 
to enter, which can be taken from Sili-
guri. The Botanical Garden is located 
24km from Gangtok and you can hire a 
taxi for a day-trip that also includes a 
visit to the Rumtek Monastery.

GURUDONGMAR LAKE One of the 
highest lakes in the world, located at an 
altitude of 17,800ft on an extension of 
the Tibetan Plateau, this lake holds 
great religious significance for the Bud-
dhists of Sikkim. The lake remains fro-
zen during the winter and foreign tour-
ists require a special permit to visit it. 
Located a mere five kilometres away 
from the Tibetan border, the magnifi-
cent lake stands under the shadow of 
the sacred peak of Khangchen Gyao. 
Fed by glaciers and snow-melt from the 
plateau, it is renowned for its stark rug-
gedness and unparalleled beauty. The 
lake region also has an abundance of 
high-altitude wildlife such as yaks and 
blue sheep. The best time to visit is be-
tween March and June. Gurdongmar 
Lake is a 4–5 hour drive from Sikkim’s cap-
ital, Gangtok.

74- 76sikkim A house in Lachung 
in North Sikkim

PRASHANT PANJIAR
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CHETTINAD Elsewhere in this maga-
zine, a writer declares that if there’s one 
place to be visited in Tamil Nadu, it’s 
Thanjavur. We can’t disagree, but here’s 
the second place: Chettinad. This is a 
storied land, the home of the Nattukot-
tai Chettiars, the Tamil community that 
made its wealth in the early 20th centu-
ry through trade with Southeast Asia. 
With this wealth they built fabulous 
mansions, and with a new cosmopoli-
tanism, outfitted them with pillars of 
Burma teak, chandeliers from Europe 
and art from around the world. Verita-
ble palaces. World War II scattered the 
community, which left behind a ghost-
land dotted with beautiful structures. 
Visit for splendid heritage, a world- 
famous cuisine and sophisticated crafts. 
Karaikudi is the main town in Chettinad, 
2hrs from Madurai. 

MAHABALIPURAM In Chennai’s 
backyard stands a monumental testa-
ment to history, art and architecture. 
Mamallapuram, aka Mahabalipuram, is 
a coastal cluster of temples built be-
tween the sixth and ninth centuries by 
the Pallava dynasty, and now a Unesco 
World Heritage listed site. The town it-
self was a major historical seaport. 
Some of the temples are carved out of 
caves, some out of monolithic boulders 
of granite; the sculptures on many are 
considered to be among the best in the 
country. The astonishing bas-relief, ‘Ar-
juna’s Penance’, and the ‘Govardha-
nadhari’ panel are both intricate and 
subtle. Continuing excavation has 
brought to light more structures from 
the same period. A must-do when in 
Chennai. Mahabalipuram is a 1.5-hr-drive 
from Chennai along the East Coast Road. 

TRANQUEBAR How can you not want 
to visit the ‘Land of the Singing Waves’? 
Tharangambadi is a sleepy fishing ham-
let on Tamil Nadu’s Coromandel Coast, 
a tiny Danish outpost also known as 
Tranquebar, though it also had spells of 
British and Dutch rule. Unlike other co-
lonial enclaves, not much remains by 
way of built heritage. And the few struc-
tures that stand, such as the Dansborg 
Fort, the Pandya-era Masilamaninathar 
Temple and the Town Gate, all suffered 
the ravages of the tsunami of 2004. A 
major development project is underway. 
Meanwhile, if staying in a heritage hotel, 
taking long coastal walks, enjoying the 
sun and sand, interacting with the 
peaceable locals and buying local crafts 
sounds appealing, Tranquebar awaits 
you. Tranquebar is a 290km drive from 
state capital Chennai.   

THE NILGIRI MOUNTAIN RAILWAY 
Chugging along from Mettupalaiyam in 
the plains to Ooty, deep inside the Nilg-
iri Hills, the Nilgiri Mountain Railway is 
a unique line. The track was laid in 
1899, taking officials of the Raj away 
from the summer heat, and it was rec-
ognised as a Unesco World Heritage 
Site in 2005. The railway passes 
through the charming towns of Coo-
noor, Lovedale and Wellington and the 
journey is a breathtaking one, as the 
train traverses over 200 bridges, 10 
tunnels, forests, ravines and tea planta-
tions, covering the 48-km journey in 
about five hours. There are two trains 
from Maettupalaiyam every day, at 7.10am 
and 1.15pm.

The Nilgiri Mountain 
Railway passes 
through tea estates 
on its way to Ooty

O
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81- 84telangana

tripura

hyderabad The new 
capital of Telangana is an 
old capital of culture. But 
like all great cities, it is 
many things to many peo-
ple. For the historically 
minded, a must-see list 
would include the em-
blematic Charminar, built 
in 1591 by the city’s found-
er Mohammed Quli Qutb 
Shah; the Golconda Fort; 
the Taramati Baradari and 
the Chow Mohalla Palace. 
The religiously inclined 
should head to Birla Man-
dir. Genuflectors to moder-
nity should visit Hitec City 
and Ramoji Film City. 
Those with kids should 
head to Ocean Park or 
Snow World. Everyone 
should eat well—nihari at 
Hotel Shadab; haleem at 
Shah Ghouse Café... Hyder-
abad is connected to all ma-
jor cities by air, road and rail.    

nirmahal palace In 
an island in the middle of 
the massive Rudrasagar 
lake in western Tripura is 
the stunning palace of 
Nirmahal. It was built by 
Martin and Burn for King 
Bir Bikram Kishore of the 
erstwhile Dhanya Manikya 
royal family in 1930 and 
the whitewashed palace is 
quite an idiosyncratic mix 
of architectural styles, 
from Mughal arches and 
Rajasthani jharokhas to 
even a hint of a Banarasi 
haveli. Measuring some 
5.3 sq km, Rudrasagar is 
one of the largest lakes in 
the state, and the magnifi-
cent palace, divided into 
two sections, the andar- 
mahal and a recreational 
area, and seems to be out 
of a fairytale. The palace is 
situated 53km from Agartala 
and 20km from Udaipur.

WARANGAL Most re-
cently in the news for mak-
ing it to the next round of 
‘smart cities’ to be devel-
oped in the country, Wa-
rangal has been holding its 
own for several centuries 
anyway. The city has a lot 
to offer the visitor. Top of 
the list is the 12th-century 
Warangal Fort, capital of 
the Kakatiya dynasty. Oth-
er sites of historical inter-
est include the Thousand 
Pillar and Padmakshi tem-
ples, both in nearby Hana-
makonda. The Bhadrakali 
temple is situated on a hill-
top between Warangal and 
Hanamakonda. If you’re 
willing to make trips out of 
the city, there’s the Ra-
mappa Temple and the 
Laknavaram Lake. Waran-
gal is a major rail junction; 
the nearest airport is Hyder-
abad (130km).

UNAKOTI In northern Tri-
pura lies a stunning site of 
great art-historical impor-
tance, the bas-reliefs of 
Unakoti. A small local 
stream called the Chawra 
runs through a system of 
rocky outcrops, where, 
over a period of time from 
roughly the 8th to the 12th 
centuries CE, successive 
cultures had carved grace-
ful images into the rocks, 
some of which are gigan-
tic. The most famous bas-
reliefs are the massive 
face-sculptures of an 
anonymous deity by a se-
ries of waterfalls, as well 
as graceful sculptures of 
dancing women, hunting 
archers, animals, beautiful 
motif designs, a beautiful 
Vishnu and even a group 
of giant war-like Ganeshas. 
Located about 140km north 
of Agartala near Kailasahar.

Hyderabad’s Charminar 
(left); and a carved bas-

relief at Unakoti
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LUCKNOW For a brief while for about 
150 years, between 1722 and 1856, Luc-
know, the capital of Awadh, shone like a 
cosmopolitan jewel. The Awadhi naw-
abs and their courtiers created a culture 
of poetry and art so refined that we still 
use that tehzeeb as a benchmark. The 
Nawabs, especially the fourth, Asafud-
daulah, were great builders, transform-
ing a provincial Mughal town into a 
wondrous capital with famous buildings 
such as the Rumi Darwaza, the Bara 
Imambara with its maze, Bhulbhulaiya 
and a baoli that kept the subterranean 
rooms of the nawabs cool in summer 
and the Chota Imambara, among many 
more. Lucknow is connected to all major 
cities by air, road and rail.    

AGRA Let us not speak of the Taj, for 
though that marble wonder defines this 
city, the one-time capital of the Mughal 
Empire has much more by way of archi-
tecture and culture. The Agra Fort can 
serve as a primer on the many facets of 
Mughal architecture, and is every bit as 
stunning as the Taj. For an early proto-
type of the Jantar Mantar, there’s Hu-
mayun’s observatory at Gyarah Sidi. 
The tomb of Sikandra, Akbar’s final 
resting place, and its gardens are stun-
ning, as is the delicate jewel that is the 
tomb of Itmad-ud-daula, built by his 
daughter, the queen Nur Jahan. And 
that’s just scratching the surface. Agra 
is about 210km from Delhi, a three-hour 
drive on the expressway. 

BANARAS, VARANASI A city that de-
fies description, Banaras, Varanasi, is 
one of the oldest continuous settle-
ments on the Gangetic Plains. Its sa-
credness is renowned, but it’s also a 
great cultural centre, giving us such culi-
nary gems as the paan, the kachori, the 
jalebi and the thandai; the Banarasi sari, 
handicrafts such as the carpets of 
Mirzapur and a unique river-side archi-
tecture of ghats, temples, shrines, pal-
aces and mosques. Add gorgeous sun-
rises and sunsets, the nearby marvel of 
Buddhist Sarnath, not to mention leg-
endary fortresses like Chunar, and you 
get a city that’s a world in itself. Varanasi 
is well-connected by air, rail and road net-
works to major Indian cities.

and vibrant interiors make this hotel an appealing place to 
stay. Other facilities in the hotel include Gymnasium, Inter-
net connectivity, Travel desk, Laundry services and a well 
appointed board room to accommodate upto 15 guests.

A treat for the food connoisseurs, Flavours, is an all-day 
dining restaurant serving buffet breakfast, lunch and din-
ner with a section of Indian, Oriental and Continental culi-
nary delights. Chill - The Bar is the perfect place to unwind 

with an impressive selec-
tion of spirits and detect-
able snacks.

Nirwana Hometel is nes-
tled at Khasa Kothi Circle 
in Jaipur and enables easy 
accessibility to all the 
prime amenities and loca-
tions in the city, being just 
half a km to both inter-

state bus terminal and railway station. 
Welcome to an avant-grade experience and the one-stop 

business and leisure hotel in Jaipur that defines the concept of 
luxury at reasonable prices!

C
atering to the need of the budget travelers, Nir-
wana Hometel brings the best in hospitality by of-
fering intelligent amenities and essential services 
at a good value for money. It boasts of 82 well-ap-

pointed rooms that blend aesthetics with functionality to pro-
vide comfortable, restful stays to its guests, and offers amenities 
such as tea/coffee maker, work desk, digital safe, minibar, direct 
dial phone, LED television & In-room dining. A stylish decor 

NIRWANA HOMETEL JAIPUR
A SAROVAR HOTEL
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GANGOTRI As far as mountain pil-
grimages go, Garhwal has the market 
covered, with the Char Dham Yatra (to 
Kedarnath, Badrinath Yamunotri and 
Gangotri) and the many smaller dhams. 
The pilgrimage to the town of Gangotri, 
famous for its old Gurkha-built temple 
to Ganga, is easily the pick of the lot. 
This isn’t just because of the spiritual 
kick, but also the natural beauty of the 
region. The origin of the Bhagirathi river, 
the chief tributary of the Ganga, lies in 
the Gangotri glacier, some 18km further 
above Gangotri. Just a few hours’ walk 
from the town into the many nearby 
valleys takes you into the heart of the 
Himalaya. Whether it is a hike to Tapo-
van, or the great treks of Kalindi Khal 
and Auden’s Col, that link Gangotri to 
Badrinath and Kedarnath respectively, 
this is Himalayan heaven. Gangotri is 
311km northeast from Dehradun. A drive 
takes eight hours. 

MUKTESHWAR Looking for a hill get-
away but not attracted by the overdone 
charms of the Himalayan hill stations? 
Try Mukteshwar. Located at an altitude 
of 7,500ft in Uttarakhand’s Nainital dis-
trict, it’s worlds removed from the bus-
tle of the district headquarters. Muk-
teshwar’s name comes from the 
350-year-old temple of Mukteshwar 
Dham, where the reigning deity is Shi-
va. There’s not much by way of ‘sights’ 
in this little town, not unless you have a 
special interest in the veterinary scienc-
es (the Indian Veterinary Research In-
stitute is located here), apart from a 
Shiva temple and a Methodist Church. 
But there’s lots and lots of lovely walks 
through the beautiful hills, plenty of 
birds to be spotted and, if you go in the 
right season, stunning views of the  
Himalayan peaks. Mukteshwar is ap-
proximately 370km from Delhi; the near-
est railhead is Kathgodam (65km).

NANDA DEVI NATIONAL PARK This 
is one of the great wilderness areas of 
the world. Encompassing some 630sq 
km of the high Himalaya, the core sanc-
tuary comprises of 380sq km of a ring 
of mountains, 110km long and an aver-
age of 18,000ft high. This ring encom-
passes the twin peaks of Nanda Devi, at 
7,867m the highest mountain entirely 
within India and multiple gigantic gla-
ciers. The only way in is through the 
fearsome gorge of the Rishi Ganga river, 
after crossing the Dharansi Pass from 
the Dhauli Ganga Valley. The core sanc-
tuary is out of bounds, but you can trek 
to the outer sanctuary, including 
Dharansi, from Lata village. Mountain 
Shepherds (mountainshepherds.com) con-
ducts treks and village stays among the 
local Bhotiya community in the area. 
Lata village near the Park is 284km from 
Rishikesh, and a drive there takes about 
nine hours. 

MUNSIYARI The northern valleys of 
the Kumaon region, where mighty rivers 
pour out of giant Himalayan glaciers, 
are some of the most picturesque in the 
Western Himalaya. None more so than 
the Gori Ganga valley, also known as 
the Johar valley, that descends from the 
Milam glacier. On a spur 2,200m high, 
overlooking the valley lies Munsiyari, 
the ‘place of snow’. The charming old 
town is famous for its spectacular views 
of the Panchchuli range, and you get 
even grander vistas if you hike up to the 
bugiyal on the top of the Munsiyari 
ridge. It’s the base for the Milam glacier, 
the Nanda Devi East BC and Panchchuli 
BC treks. In Munsiyari, check out Mas-
terji’s Museum for information on the 
local Shaukya people, the Bhotiyas and 
the valley’s old trade links to Tibet, and 
check out the Birthi falls. Munsiyari is 
275km by road from Kathgodam station.  

A woman sits by her 
orchard in Munsiyari

88-91uttarakhand

ABHINANDITA MATHUR



92west bengal
A view of the 

Gongoni ravines

GONGONI Whenever someone refers to 
the word ‘canyon’ in describing a destina-
tion in India, the names that pop up are 
Mahabaleshwar, Ranhe Falls or Gandikota. 
However, in the most unusual place in  
India lies a full-fledged gorge.

Welcome to the ‘Grand Canyon’ of West 
Bengal—Gongoni. Tucked away near the 
small settlement of Garbeta, this fascinat-
ing wide gorge of red soil stands on the 
banks of river Silabati. Locally known as 
Gongoni Danga or Gongoni Khola, this 
handiwork of nature has been created 
through years of soil erosion, coupled with 
some assistance from the river, which 
flows through the canyon during the mon-
soon. You will often find many fishermen 
spreading their wide nets in the river, 

which makes for a pretty picture. Early in 
the morning, the 180°-view can take quite 
literally your breath away. 

One of the attractions of the canyon is 
that such landscapes are quite uncommon 
in the Bengal plains. The surface comprises 
of red soil, which turns yellowish as you go 
down the slopes. In mellow sunlight this 
often turns golden. The initial impression 
one gets when one stumbles upon the can-
yon are of old Westerns such as McKenna’s 
Gold. The setting could well be the Wild 
West—the only element missing is a cow-
boy saying “Howdy!”

There is a small cave at the bottom of 
the canyon that locals say was once inhab-
ited by the demon Bakasura. A local folk-
lore has it that the Pandava prince Bheem 

killed the demon at this very spot. It cer-
tainly adds to the atmosphere.

the information
For a day trip Rupasi Bangla Express 
reaches Garhbeta Railway Station at 9.20 
am. Cycle vans are available at the station 
and these are the common mode of trans-
port to Gongoni. One can return by the 
same train at 5.47 pm. There are no ac-
commodation facilities here. The only de-
cent eatery is Suruchi restaurant opposite 
Garbeta College. 
For a weekend trip The heritage town of 
Bishnupur is only 27km from Gongoni. 
There are plenty of accommodation facili-
ties here. You can hire a car and visit both 
locations in a day.  n amitabha gupta

AMITABHA GUPTA
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DOOARS The gateway to India from 
Bhutan, set in the foothills of the East-
ern Himalaya, the Sankosh river splits 
the Dooars into its western and eastern 
regions, spread over Sikkim and West 
Bengal. The Dooars are a hub of natural 
diversity with a variety of tea gardens 
and a number of wildlife hotspots like 
Manas National Park, Buxa National 
Park, Gorumara National Park and the 
Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary. Nature 
enthusiasts and adventure-seekers can 
head to the Teesta river for white water 
rafting. You can also go for some inter-
esting treks and jungle safaris here. The 
region is also a birder’s delight as it’s 
home to a huge variety of avian species. 
The Dooars can be reached via an  
overnight train ride from Kolkata to 
New Jalpaiguri.

BISHNUPUR The town of Bishnupur in 
West Bengal is known for the great  
variety of terracotta temples of great 
beauty and art-historical value. Dedi-
cated to the benefactor of the Malla dy-
nasty, Lord Krishna, the Muralimohana 
and Madanamohana temples are deco-
rated with intricate terracotta sculp-
tures. Built in the ekaratna style, the 
Radhe-Shyam temple is dedicated to its 
titulary deities. With its unique struc-
tural design—a cube-shaped shrine 
with pillared corridors and a pyramidal 
roof—the Rasa Mancha temple is of 
great religious significance. Other such 
shrines are spread over the region, in-
cluding the Keshta Raya temple and the 
famous Jor Bangla temple. Buses ply 
regularly from Kolkata to Bishnupur; the 
journey takes 4–5 hours.

A village in the Dooars; and a terracotta 
temple at Antpur, Bishnupur  

SANJIV VALSAN

SWAPAN NAYAK
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chandigarh

The water is so clear and pristine that the 
underwater coral very nearly loses all its 
mystery. Located 1,000 kms west off the 
Indian mainland, the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands perfectly blend adventure and 
history. While the capital Port Blair is 
worth the visit, Havelock Island provides 
exhilarating activities such as scuba diving, 
underwater sea walk, and snorkelling, mak-
ing it a much more interesting proposition. 
The Andamans are brimming with giant 
evergreen forests and unique fauna and 
their tribal history is absolutely worth ex-
ploring. However, don’t get too excited 
about visiting Nicobar Islands, which re-
quires a permit. Direct flights are available 
from Kolkata and Chennai connect Port Blair 
with the mainland. 

By far India’s cleanest and greenest city and a 
model for urban planning and architecture, 
Chandigarh is a combination of Punjabi and 
Haryanvi culture due to its position as a com-
mon capital of both states, and therefore, an 
exciting cultural hub. While you are here, do 
not miss the Rock Garden, which houses cre-
ative displays built using discarded rocks and 
paraphernalia collected by the famous Nek 
Chand. Museums such as the Government 
Museum and Art Gallery and International 
Dolls Museum are brilliant for those artistically 
inclined. Finally, do visit Sukhna Lake. Chandi-
garh has an international airport and is 256 kms 
away from Delhi.

A beach in the
Andamans

Sculptures in the 
Rock Garden

SANJOY GHOSH

SANJOY GHOSH
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Overseas mediclaim insurance for 
Business and Holiday

We give here below in a nutshell the salient features of the policies.
The policy covers the following:
1. Medical expenses and repatriation
2. Personal Accident.
3. Loss of checked in baggage.
4. Delay of check in baggage
5. Loss of passport
6. Personal liability
The plan types available are as follows:

• Policies can be bought online from our website.
• Premium to be paid in INR. Premiums differ with age.
• The above are the brief details.  For full details please visit our 
   website: www.newindia.co.in

Overseas mediclaim insurance for 
Corporate Frequent Travelers

The policy covers the following:
1. Medical expenses and repatriation
2. Personal Accident.
3. Loss of checked in baggage.
4. Delay of check in baggage
5. Loss of passport
6. Personal liability

The plan types available are as follows

There is also a plan Z for corporate clients where premium is collected on per 

day basis. Policy is issued on annual basis.

• Policies can be bought online from our website.
• Premium to be paid in INR. Premium differs with age.
• The above are the brief details.  For full details please visit our 
   website: www.newindia.co.in

                                        Overseas mediclaim insurance for students going abroad for studies
We give here below in a nutshell the salient features of the policies.
The plan types available are as follows

The policy covers the following:

1. Medical accident and sickness expenses

2. Medical evacuation
3. Repatriation and transportation of mortal remains
4. Medical emergency reunion expenses
5. Contingency insurance - recompense  for sponsored student.

• Policies can be bought online from our website
• The premiums are calculated on monthly basis to be paid as per the duration of the stay and is payable in Indian rupees.
• The above are the brief detail.  For full details please visit our website: www.newindia.co.in

*Conditions apply (For more details on risk factors, terms & conditions please read sales brochure carefully before concluding a sale)

The New India Assurance Co.Ltd. - A wholly owned Government Company

Our website: www.newindia.co.in

The New India Assurance Co.Ltd which is the largest general insurance 
company in the country offers attractive schemes for those persons going 

abroad either for business or holidays

Countries covered Sum insured 

Worldwide cover US$ 100,000

Worldwide cover US$ 500,000

Countries excluding USA and Canada US$ 50,000

Countries excluding USA and Canada US$ 250,000

Countries covered Sum insured 

Worldwide cover including USA & Canada US$ 150,000

Worldwide cover including USA & Canada US$ 500,000

Countries excluding USA and Canada US$ 150,000

Countries covered Sum insured 

Worldwide cover US$ 100,000

Worldwide cover US$ 500,000

Advt
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lakshadweep
Made of coral deposit or accumulated remains of 
marine invertebrates, Lakshadweep can be 
thought of as a living entity by itself. The islands’ 
ecosystem is very delicate and fragile, because of 
which tourist visits require a permit available at 
lakshadweep.nic.in/depts/revenue/entry_per-
mits.htm Here, one can sit by the jetties along is-
lands such as Kadmat, Bangaram and Kavaratti, 
and observe what seems like a 20th-century 
painting come to life. Or, they can walk the 
beaches with careful precision since it disturbs 
an otherwise nearly untouched surface. The 
beach at Kadmat, interestingly, has rice-grain-like 
sand making it unique. Flights operate from Kochi 
to Agatti Island in the union territory. 

dadra & nagar haveli

daman & diu

Detail on Zampa 
Gateway, Diu; and 

(below) tourists on 
Lakshadweep

A true relic of Portuguese rule in India, a visit to 
Daman & Diu will certainly confuse you about 
your whereabouts. The union territory is defined 
by glorious European churches such as the 
Church of Our Lady of Fatima, buildings with 
tall-panelled, marble-pillared architecture spell-
ing out a classical European style and majestic 
bright beaches with salt-white sand. Other at-
tractions such as the Gangeshwar Temple, dedi-
cated to Shiva, are reminders of this territory’s 
indigenous culture that was diluted once the col-
onisers arrived. There are regular flights to Daman 
from Mumbai, which is 170kms away, and Vadodra, 
which is 300 kms away.

Nestled between the states of Maharashtra 
and Gujarat, Dadra & Nagar Haveli offers a 
peaceful break from the bustling city life. 
Filled with a variety of fauna and rejuvenating 
greenery, it provides one an affinity with na-
ture. Once a Portuguese colony, it has rem-
nants of its colonial past, and is home to 
many colourful tribes documented about in 
museums such as the Tribal Museum in Sil-
vassa. Those seeking peace and looking to 
evade the ‘travel-cliché’ tag, look no further. 
The nearest airport is located in Mumbai, which 
is 164 kms away. 

ALAMY/INDIAPICTURE

SAIBAL DAS
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puducherry

“Belle! Magnifique! Extraordinaire!”—you 
can almost hear a mustachioed French 
pâtisserie chef revel in his latest delicacy. 
Or, he could be describing Puducherry. 
Once upon a time a colony of the French, 
the union territory is today dotted with 

beautiful churches, many of them over 
three centuries old, and many Hindu 
temples and Muslim mosques, highlight-
ing all three cultures that have been an 
intrinsic part of its history. It also houses 
Auroville, a township with cutting-edge 

architecture built to immortalise the ide-
als of Sri Aurobindo, which is an absolute 
must for visitors. Interestingly, the town 
subscribes to its own credit currency. 
Puducherry is roughly a 3 hour long drive 
from Chennai.

This distinctive grey 
wash on the walls of 

the French Quarter
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TRAVEL PROMOTION

Scattered across Kerala are an array of exceptional luxury resorts, hotels 
and houseboats, which entice the traveller with the promise of traditional 

Keralite hospitality and modern comforts, as you are poised to open up the 
casements of the state’s rich cultural heritage and man-made treasures

Kerala : Re-discovering 

THE MANY

charms of God’s Own Country
Splendoured





S
hake off your ethargy and head out for the invigorat-
ing environs of Kovalam Beach, Asthamudi Lake and 
Chaliyar River, where Kerala’s newest hotel chain has 
set up three alluring properties which define the ul-

timate in luxury and leisure and eco-friendly practices. An-
other property is their business hotel in the heart of Calicut. 
The award-winning Favourite Kerala Ayurveda Spa is available 
at the Kovalam Beach, Asthamudi Lake and Chaliyar River re-
sorts. 

The LeeLa Raviz, KovaLam 
Set upon a spur its 182 room offer superb views of the lush 
landscape punctuating the sprawl of Kovalam’s glorious beach-
es. It’s the perfect place to host a destination wedding, a resi-
dential conference or a romantic holiday. 

The Raviz ResoRT & spa, asThamudi LaKe 
Overlooking the tranquil splendour of Asthamudi Lake this 93-
room five star deluxe resort offers fabulous views of the famous 

backwaters of Kerala. It’s already a big hit as a honeymooners 
delight. With its seamless blend of modern architecture and 
traditional art of Kerala its quietly emerging as a favoured wed-
ding destination. 

The Raviz ResoRT & spa, Kadavu
Calicut’s only five star resort stands along the embankment of 
the picturesque Chaliya River. It’s fast getting noticed for its 
unique blend of traditional architecture and modern facilities 
with personalized service. All 117 rooms serve up river views 
and the lovely expanse of swaying coconut palms. 

The Raviz CaLiCuT
Its massive rooms offer guests a great sense of well-being—they 
are probably the biggest available in any hotel in North Kerala. 
Each of the 74 guestrooms and suites here epitomise luxury and 
comfort—starting with the luxury bed, picture windows offer-
ing views of the city skyline and beautifully cooked gourmet 
meal by the resident chef.

Raviz Hotels & ResoRt

TRAVEL PROMOTION

For more log on to theraviz.com





TRAVEL PROMOTION

P
aeans have been sung to the many marvels of Kerala’s 
stunning backwaters— and one of the finest places for 
setting off on a journey along this network of waterways 
has been the utterly charming Kumarakom Lake Resort. 

The Kumarakom has been enduring in its glorious setting by Lake 
Vembanad, its innate hospitality and the comfort levels of its ar-
ray of top quality facilities. Little wonder it has been acclaimed, 
four times over, by the prestigious World Travel Awards as India’s 
Leading Resort. This acknowledgement by the world’s travelling 
community, who has passed through its elegant portals, has been 
further endorsed with Conde Nast Traveler’s Readers Choice poll 
ranking it as Asia’s Top 25 Resorts…And the awards and rewards 
continue to pour in— and rightly so, for this iconic backwater, hub 
which has played host to some of the world’s most celebrated fig-
ures. 

Secluded amidst pastoral expanses, riven by a network of rivu-
lets and streams, the Kumarakom celebrates Kerala’s architectural 
traditions in its 59 luxurious ethnic guestrooms and heritage vil-
las. You can choose to stay in one of their eight spacious guest-
rooms, provided with a private Jacuzzi —or plump for one of their 
22 luxury villas which serve up splendiferous views of  either the 
lake or of the superb gardens punctuated by a network of gleaming 
waterways. The villas too come with their own Jacuzzi and—an 
added luxury— your personal pool.

The 27 ‘pool villas’, wrapped around a verdant stretch by the 

swimming pool, are a delight, but what are even more enviable 
are the two Presidential Suites…the very epitome of understated 
luxury. You can enjoy the seclusion of this regal setting, not just for 
its personal pool…but also for the fact that you have private view-
ings of the vivid splendour of Kerala’s most iconic lake.

Meals at the Kumarakom are aimed at seducing the palate with 
the finest offerings of the resident chef. Take a leisurely culinary 
journey of the great delicacies at the multi-cuisine Ettukkettu Res-
taurant. Seafood aficionados will simply adore the fresh offerings 
of the resort’s Vembanad Seafood Restaurant. 

It comes as no surprise this leisurely pace life tempts you into 
opening the next chapter of delights at the Kumarkom. Pencil in a 
session at the Ayurmana, where a team of expert doctors and mas-
seurs unravel the annals of Ayurveda wellness traditions…

Emerge from their ministrations with an extreme sense of well-
being… and get ready to set off on that cruise on the backwaters in 
a luxuriously appointed modern-day inspiration of Kerala’s tradi-
tional kettuvalloms or rice boats.

You might like to keep in mind that when you have your next 
board meeting— you might like to set it up at the Kumarakom 
Lake Resort. It serves up a pretty comprehensive range of business 
services and also has a Conference Hall seating over 85 people at a 
go. It goes without saying that the communications and presenta-
tion facilities are state-of-the-art. 
For more log on to www.kumarakomlakeresort.in

T
his 5-star resort whose mission is to ‘Share Kerala’s best 
with the world’ is the state’s only luxury resort to enjoy an 
estuary –facing location. Positioning itself as a destina-
tion in itself, its clearly taking advantage of its splendid 

KumaraKom LaKe resort

estuary  
IsLand resort





setting—a magical spot where Nature conspires to bring together 
a river, a lake, an estuary, a beach and the Arabian Sea. The waters 
here are home to a substantial community of marine life and are 
also a magnet for a great avifaunal species. For migratories too, the 
island offers an ideal resting place, before they take off for their 
long haul journeys to Canada, the Middleast, Africa, Australia and 
Europe.

Spread over 16 acres it celebrates the concept of ‘the un-built’ 
in architecture. The actual structure of the property comprises 
just 12% of the total resort area thereby allowing for the setting 
up gardens of different themes which are colonized by many spe-
cies of butterflies and avifauna. The backwaters are just 1km away 

from its boundaries—so the resort appears to float seamlessly into 
iconic Kerala backwaters landscape and then into the nearby beach 
and the Arabian Sea. Kerala’s leisure experiences take a fresh turn 
at the resort which offers a choice of 108 stylish rooms. A touch 
of seamless services is backed by the excellent facilities provided 
for guests. One can enjoy a range of  Ayurveda treatments,  enjoy 
gourmet meals in their restaurant on the water,  take a sunset boat 
cruise, go angling and even savour some beautiful performances 
when there are evenings of cultural programme.

For more log on to www.estuaryisland.com

TRAVEL PROMOTION

Zuri KumaraKom, resort

N
estling on the shores of Lake Vem-
banad Lake, in Kumarakom, Zuri 
has positioned itself as one of the 
most enviable holiday destinations 

in Kerala. Holidays are not all about sightseeing 
…they are also about the place you chose to base 
yourself for your forays.  Its comfort-giving range 
of services invite you to linger over that morning 
cuppa…listening to the birdsong in the garden… 
to kick back and enjoy a lazy lap in the pool dur-
ing elevenses —and in the cocktail hour…it al-
lows you to treasure the moments of the sunset 
played out on the tranquil lake.Yes, Zuri, spread 
over 18 acres of primary terra firma around In-
dia’s longest lake, is special —and repeat custom 
is surely witness to this.
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T
he pristine splendour of both Kerala’s backwaters and the 
Arabian Sea are best enjoyed at the delightful Poovar is-
land Resort— for long a thumping success with travellers 
from home and abroad. The long golden beach by the re-

sort is a compelling reason too to extend a sojourn amidst its 25 
acres of the lush verdure of its coconut groves. The elegant superior 
rooms, wrapped around the swimming pool set upon a natural lily 
pond, offer fuel for many joyful holiday memories. But what are 
even more exciting are the truly unique sea-facing floating villas 
and cottages with the large bay windows, set upon the backwaters.

Guests have a choice of land cottages, floating cottages and de-
luxe floating cottages with a separate living area. The resort also 
offers excellent conferencing facilities for corporate customers.

 Tiffins, the multi-cuisine restaurant serves both traditional and 
international cuisine. There is also a floating restaurant with a 
magnificient backwater view.

 The ‘Ayurveda Village’ at Poovar Island Resort is one of the few 
places where the 6000 year old ancient

healthcare system is still practiced at its purest form. A team of 

Its captivating vistas are but a part of the success story—an im-
portant part no doubt. But there’s more than meets the eye here… 
There’s the privacy and luxury afforded by the elegantly appointed, 
serene, lake-facing Presidential villas, which encourage you to slip 
into the slow lane...to leave the minutiae of arrangements in the 
capable hands of its well-trained staff. Meals are an event here. 
Tuck into fresh seafood delicacies the Laguna Bass Specialty Res-

taurant. Plan a well-deserved authentic spa treatment at one of the 
country’s finest holistic wellness centres—the Maya Spa, manned 
by experts in Ayurvedic Therapies.

For reservations : V 235 A1 to A54, Karottukayal, Kumarakom, 
Kottayam, Kerala 686563, Tel:0481-2527272

POOVAR  
IslAnd ResORt



Niraamaya Retreats Surya Samudra is a member of 

India's
Best Wellness Spa

 FORGET ORDINARY, GIVE YOURSELF UP TO THE NIRAAMAYA EXPERIENCE

Discover Niraamaya Retreats in some of the most stunning locations in Kerala. Whether it is the luxurious cliff-top, 

beach-side retreat with heritage cottages featuring India’s Best Wellness Retreat at Kovalam. Or a remote hideaway 

in Thekkady nestled in a cardamom plantation that offers both adrenaline-fuelled adventure and a peaceful retreat. 

Niraamaya Unforgettable Holiday Offer: Simply log on to our website and use PROMO 
Code: OUTLOOK. Enjoy additional 10% saving on reservations made before 15th July, 2016

For bookings:  +91 80 4510 4510 |  reservations@niraamaya.in  | www.niraamaya.in



experienced doctors and masseurs practice this tra-
ditional art form in the ideal environment in order 
to maximize the healing potential.

 The Ayurvedic village has spacious cottages, a spe-
cialized restaurant & a free flowing swimming pool to 
add to the guest experience.

 The resort also arranges traditional / contemporary 
cooking classes treks, visits to the local fishing village, 

crab hunting on the backwaters, yoga, canoe rowing, 
bird watching and cultural musical nights.

 Poovar Island Resort can be accessed from Thiru-
vanathapuram International Airport, a mere 30km 
away. The last leg of the journey is done by a 10-min 
boat ride on the river.

TRAVEL PROMOTION

Hindustan BeacH RetReat

T
he charms of Varkala, amongst one of Kera-
las leading holiday destinations today, are 
best explored at the . Hindustan Beach Re-
treat launched by Hindustan Textiles Group, 

based in Kannur as leading exporters since 1935.The 
success of their business interests ranging from the 
US to Europe has provided an excellent base for their 
understanding of a traveller’s needs…not just from 
home but abroad as well —and this is amply reflected 
in the running of the hotel— in the quality of ameni-
ties and personalized service— and the demand for 
whose rooms continue apace with a slew of presti-
gious clients.

Each of the 27 guestrooms at the beautifully de-
signed Hindustan Beach Retreat, atop a spur over-
looking Papanasham Beach, surrounds you in an 
ambience of comfort-giving luxury— allowing you 
to enjoy the spectacle of Varkala’s gorgeous natural 
environs and serenity at your leisure.

A popular gathering place for the guests here is 
the poolside— from where you get superb views of 
the Arabian Sea while enjoying a couple of lazy laps 
around the pool. Barbeque evenings are loads of fun, 
while you watch the sunk disappear in the purpling 

For Contact : Poovar Island Resort, K.P. VII/911 Pozhiyoor, Trivandrum - 695513, Kerala, Tel: +91 471 
221 2068 / 69 / 73, Reservation Hotline : +91 8943338905, Website : www.poovarislandresorts.com





Lakes and Lagoons

T
he charm of holidaying on a boat is truly special. Your 
close proximity to a lake or a river… watching the world 
slip past as you gently, effortlessly float away…encoun-
tering the local communities as they go about their daily 

life…These vignettes need treasuring surely...?Ever since Lakes and 
Lagoons became operation in 1997 it has just not looked back…
The delights of living on their traditional Kerala houseboats —
Kettuvalloms (riceboats) was an enduring allurement for tourists  
passing their way in the rivers and backwaters of Alappuzha, Kol-
lam and Kottayam districts in Kerala State. They pioneered the air-
conditioned houseboat back in the day…though now people take 
these things for granted. What a lift that must have been for busi-
ness. The Kerala Government’s stamp of approval is framed in the 
GOLD STAR classification of their beautifully appointed house-
boats. Part of their well-oiled operations comes from adhering to 
the guidelines of the Tourism Department and the registration of 
all the houseboats and all the crews with the DTPC Alleppey, with 
the requisite Certificates.

Its 26 houseboats fall under two categories— Deluxe and Premi-
um with a choice of 1 to 4 bedrooms—very convenient for guests. 

Each one comes with with sundeck, private balcony with comfort-
able chairs, kitchen and toilet with WC. In addition there is also 
separate rest room for the crew. Traditional lanterns are used as 
lights. There are single bedroom houseboats for two people and 
two bedroom houseboats for four people. Lake Royale is the pre-
mium brand of houseboats. The cuisine is traditional Kerala with 
the local specialties.

The hospitality firm has recently launched a resort of its own 
near Marari Beach. This spanking new property—EL OCEANO 
BEACH VILLAS, offers 14 rooms. It’s also the GSA in Kerala state 
for Palma Laguna— the 5-bedroom luxury serviced villa located 
on the backwaters of Vembanad at Ponnad, in Alleppey, as well as 
for the Blue Jelly Cruise— a recently launched ultra-luxe house-
boat. It has an extensive network with tour operators country-wide 
and the popularity of its products and services are richly endorsed 
with plenty of repeat business.

For More Detail : DTPC Building, Near Pallathuruthy Bridge, 
Pallathuruthy, Alappuzha, Kerala- 688003, Tel: 0477 2266842 / 
843 / 844,Website : www.lakeslagoons.com

sea and the stars come out to play on a velvety black sky. The 
Poolside Restaurant, marked by its glorious wood work and 
picture windows with sea views, serves up an array of Indian, 
Chinese and Continental specialties. Delicious meals await too 
at the Rooftop Restaurant from where also you can enjoy won-
derful views of the sunsets and sunrises. Tuck into their great 
array of fresh seafood delicacies, both ethnic and Continental.

Fortified by the excellent meals and relaxing ambiance of 
the retreat set off for a leisurely tour of one of Kerala’s sublime 

secret destinations. Varkala with its fiery red cliffs, offset by 
coconut palms and stretch of backwaters and pretty springs, 
lies just 55km away from state capital Thiruvanathapuram. 
Explore the golden sands of Papanasham Beach and the black 
beach of Thiruvambadi, while sampling seafood at the food 
stalls here—then catch a Kathakali performance at the Varkala 
Cultural Centre.

For more log on to www.hindustanbeachretreat.com

TRAVEL PROMOTION





M
ountain Club, Munnar is the best and finest luxury re-
sort in the evergreen mountains of Munnar, Kerala, and 
India. It is located on a quite hillside in a small ham-
let called Chinnakanal. From the early days of the 18th 

century, Munnar has been the favorite holiday destination of the erst-
while royal families, celebrities and nobles from India and abroad. 
The mesmerizing natural beauty and the weather is really unique. 
Mountain Club, Munnar is a real tribute to a typical type of architec-
ture which is prevalent in the hill stations of Kerala. The exterior walls 
made from pure stone and the typical Kerala roof tiles provides the 
rustic look. .  Surrounding the resort are acres of extensive tea gardens 
and mountains with nature trails. Exclusive Food and Beverage out-
lets, conference halls, meeting rooms and a host of recreational facili-
ties matching first class standards is available to make your holiday a 
truly amazing experience. Mountain Club, Munnar has many firsts to 
its credit. Each of its cottages contains a cozy and spacious living room 

and a bedroom. For those who are traveling with families and friends, 
we have two bedroom cottages, which have a living room as well. Ev-
ery cottage is equipped with a fire place. Needless to mention, we have 
provided all amenities in our cottages. Take a dip and laze around the 
one and only swimming pool in Munnar. The resort has the largest 
conferencing facilities in Munnar.

For more log on to www.mountainclub.co.in

TRAVEL PROMOTION

Mountain 
Club ResoRt

niRaaMaya 
RetReats

immensely with the stunning vistas of Lake Vembanad. 
Niraamaya Retreats Surya Samudra, Kovalam
Regarded as one of the loveliest beach destinations in the coun-
try Kovalam is the way to go— and with Niraamaya Retreats— 
the best of both world, as they say. 

Sequester yourself in the tranquil haven of the spa here and 
set yourself apace for a range of sensory journeys with the best 
of traditional Ayurvedic and International therapies. A touch 
of yoga, overlooking the sea will surely lull you into a feeling of 
untrammeled bliss as the sound of the sea waves wash over you 
like a repeat mantra
Niraamaya Retreats Cardamom Club
The setting of this lovely property is the pristine environ of 
Thekkady. Sequestered in the solitude of a 9-acre expanse car-
damom estate it holds the promise of both a laid back sojourn 
and an adventure tour of its surrounds. Scattered amidst this 
fragrant verdure is the 6-cottage retreat whose windows open 
usher in Nature in all her glory. Superb meals are summoned 
up by the resident chef.

Spa treatments in the excellent surrounds of the Retreat have 
a charm of their own. You can work out the kinks of an adven-
turous trek or jeep safari in the nearby forests in the spa’s cool 
and tranquil surrounds under the expert care of Ayurveda and 
other international wellness therapies specialists. The Spa offers 
a wide range of therapies, so choose what works for you best. In 
the end not only will you feel squeaky clean and rested…you’ll 
also be invigorated enough for another jaunt.

For more log on to niraamaya.in

L
ooking for a tranquil holiday with healing time for frayed 
nerves and that horrible out-of- sorts feeling that life is 
getting ahead of you? Maybe it’s time you headed for one 
of the Niraamaya Retreats which focus ‘on unique and 

hand-crafted guest experiences delivered by experts’. Well they 
have several options you can choose from, including the spank-
ing new Niraamaya Retreats Backwaters & Beyond at Kumara-
kom, which features 28 luxurious villas designed to thrill you 





Banjara Camps & retreats
nations, far away from crowded touristy places, 
offer people the chance to get acquainted with 
nature and the outdoors in a refreshing and 
phased manner.
Banjara Camp & Retreat -  Sangla
At a height of 2,700 mts, the Banjara Camp & 
Retreat is surrounded by towering mountains 
on all sides and is set on the banks of the Bas-
pa River that surges through the valley. 
Banjara Retreat & Cottage – Sojha
Sojha is a little village at about 5 kms from 
the Jalori Pass that links the Shimla and Kullu 
districts. The thickly wooded mountainside, 
densely populated with conifers, deodars and 
toosh characterize the beauty and unique-
ness of Sojha. With unending slopes of emer-
ald forests, verdant and pristine, nature is at its 

most alluring. Located in Seraj valley, still un-
discovered by many, Sojha is a breathtakingly 
beautiful place. 
Banjara Orchard Retreat – Thanedar
Thanedar is 80 kms from Shimla on the old 
Hindustan - Tibet road. Set at an altitude of 
about 7700 ft / 2350 M, from here unfolds a 
magnificent panorama of mountains. One can 
still see the ‘Starking Delicious’ apple orchard 
that he planted there. Nestled amongst the 
acres of apple & cherry orchards that drape 
the mountain slopes in this region, is the Ban-
jara Orchard Retreat - an eco-friendly getaway 
that will enchant nature lovers. There are fully 
furnished rooms, family suites and indepen-
dent log cabins with attached baths and a 
well-equipped kitchen. 

For more log on to www.banjaracamps.
com

One of the pioneers in the field of luxury camp-
ing and soft adventure, Banjara Camps and Re-
treats was started 23 years ago by Captain Ajay 
Sud and Rajesh Ojha as a labour of their love.

With soft adventure family holidays as their 
main focus, Banjara believes in reintroducing 
city folk to the wonders of nature in its purest 
form. Their various off-beat Himalayan desti-

Manu Allaya is the resort situated in the 
heavenly beauty of nature, where on the one 
side sparkling and clear water of beas river 
flows and on the other side there is a tran-
quil beauty of the mountains covered with 
timber which can take anybody’s heart away.  
The resort is equipped with the modern infra-
structure to provide the 5 star experiences to 
its guests. “The brand new luxurious Turkish 
Hammam at the quaint Manu Allaya, The 

Resort Spa in Manali will take your breathe 
away”. Spread across an area of over 10,000 
square feet, Tva Spa by Tattva at Manu Allaya 
Resort is a wellness destination that resonates 
with the serenity that Manali is famous for. 
Tattva has designed a range of therapies and 
treatments for Tva Spa to pamper the Indian 
and global traveller alike and is one of the 
few destinations in India to offer the experi-
ence of the Turkish Hammam. At Tva Spa, the 
guests can indulge in a plethora of Indian and 
International massage selection as well as lux-
ury beauty therapies such as “Argyros Holistic 

Massage”, that involves the use of a specialty 
oil from Tattva with “25 herbs”, that is sure to 
add 25 years of vitality to your life. It also offers 
Couples Spa to celebrate togetherness. Other 
famous therapies include Green Tree & Kalp 
Vriksha body exfoliation, Hot Stone Therapy, 
Anti Cellulite Massage, Foot Reflexology and 
much more. The immensely rejuvenating jour-
ney ends with a Active Vitamin facial pack for 
detoxification and glowing skin. Pure bliss !

manu allaya

TRAVEL PROMOTION

For more log on to www.manuallaya.com
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cairo, 1870 

time 
traveller

One of the greatest Art Nouveau painters was 
the New Yorker Louis Comfort Tiffany. Although he’s 
best known for his masterful stained glass works 
and for his artists’ group, the Associated Artists of 
America, his original medium was oils. As a young 
man, and before his interest in glassmaking began 
in 1875, Tiffany had travelled extensively in Europe, 
visiting ateliers and studios of noted Orientalist art-
ists such as Léon-Adolphe-Auguste Belly. In 1870, 
he travelled through northern Africa, from Egypt to 
Morocco with his friend and fellow painter R. Swain 
Gifford. The Islamic cultures, their architecture and 
art was to form a life-long influence on the painter. 
The most immediate influence was seen in Tiffany’s 
oil paintings, which he exhibited in New York.

This study of Cairo exemplifies Tiffany’s wonder 
and admiration for a culture that was so alien 
to him. Titled On the Way between Old and New 
Cairo, the magnificent dome and minarets of the 
Ottoman-style Citadel Mosque of Mohammad Ali 
Pasha dominate the scene, as it still does today. 
This mosque remains the most prominent building 
on the Cairo skyline, and Tiffany’s depiction of the 
building, alongside Mameluk tombs of the Cairo Ne-
cropolis and the caravan is a magnificent evocation 
of a particular place and time.               
 n bibek bhattacharya
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through the first chapter, ‘The 
Creation of the Silk Road’, dawned 
the realisation that, yes, while the 
legendary Silk Road is a focus of 
the book, it is indeed a new look at, 
well, a good part of global history 
from times of antiquity right up to 
the present day, though not quite 
beginning with the Egyptians, 
long held to be the fount of human 
civilisation.

Rewriting the history of the 
world, and placing the Silk Road as 
its central axis, requires a volte face 
in the face of centuries of estab-
lished scholarship. And a mental 
repositioning for the reader as well. 
There is no doubt that the tracing 
of human history as a triumph of 
the West has been a fallacy com-
mon to many chroniclers of human 
effort. However, overlooking the 
contributions of the Renaissance, 
the Industrial Revolution or indeed 
the digital era, with many other 

Alternate Axis
books

I had been so taken by the title, 
The Silk Roads, that I had quite 
neglected to pay equal attention to 
the second part of the title, A New 
History of the World. Midway 

significant landmarks emanating 
from the same milieu, is a stretch. 

Multilingual Byzantinist Peter 
Frankopan took on this onerous 
job in an effort to demonstrate just 
how influential the East, especial-
ly the erstwhile Silk Road regions, 
had been to the march of human 
history. With mixed success.

Places that are located on 
the former Silk Route, such as 
Samarkand, Balkh or Bukhara, 
are associated more with a fabled 
past and are rather an afterthought 
today. Yet the situation was quite 
the reverse in the heyday of the 
Silk Road. Indeed they were on the 
main channel for exchange of not 
just wealth, but also ideas, religion, 
spirituality, culture, food and much 
else. Indeed, for centuries, the East, 
and this could mean a vast region 
from Japan and China to Syria and 
Armenia, with Persia squarely in 
the middle, was the wealthiest part 

of the planet, and much coveted, 
by both traders and conquerors. 
Whether it was the Greeks or the 
Romans or their successors, ‘Look 
East’ was the national policy for 
most. That the stories of the rulers 
who looked East got written more 
than those whose empires they 
coveted is, of course, a reflection 
of the Eurocentric writing that 
Frankopan’s book addresses.

This book is a grand sweep, 
much in the tradition of western 
historians. The author brings 
forth the many lapses of a more 
customary look at history. It is 
worth noting that Kashgar had a 
Christian cathedral before Can-
terbury, or that Indian Buddhist 
embassies reached out to Persia, 
Syria and the Gulf as well as East 
Asia before the beginning of 
Christendom. He manages to con-
nect a lot to the Silk Road, from 
its role in Christopher Columbus’ 

expeditions to the start of World 
War I. Curiously, there are some 
self goals, such as the mention of  
the “Maratha caves in Ellora in 
northern India”, or the placing of 
Delhi close to the Hindu Kush. 

Frankopan concludes that 
the time is ripe for the Silk Road 
nations to revive. He cites not just 
the example of China building rail-
ways lines to the heart of Europe 
as the ‘iron silk roads’ but also the 
nations of Central Asia reassert-
ing themselves. Even though it’s 
a voluminous tome, it obviously 
has to be selective on what it looks 
at in the dense human story of the 
past, forcing occasional simplistic 
formulations. One may not agree 
with every hypothesis in the book, 
or indeed most, but the book does 
force a reorientation of the prism 
of history. And entertains and 
informs at its best.
 n suman tarafdar

The Silk Roads: A 
New History of the 
World
By Peter Frankopan
(Bloomsbury, `$14.99)

T ravel writer and auto enthusiast Rishad Saam Mehta’s book, his second since 2011’s Hot Tea 

Across India, is a collection of individual trips in India and abroad, and most are in the form of 

road-trips, the writer’s forte. In Fast Cars & Fidgety Feet, Mehta writes about driving  cars as different as 

the Ferrari California through Germany, the Skoda Yeti in Eastern Europe and a Toyota Corolla Altis in 

the Himalaya, and enlivens tales of his drives with interesting observations on the people and sights. 

The meat of the book are of incidents like the one on a winter road-trip to Spiti where he had to defrost 

a car with a pressure cooker, or bicycling across Tuscany. Mehta narrates tales of his treks as well, 

to the great lakes of Kashmir and to the Annapurna Base Camp in Nepal. Mehta is a well-travelled 

man, and this is evident in the sheer breadth of destinations, from Finnish Lapland and a bus tour from 

Poland to Russia to a Harley drive in New Zealand.   

On the Shelf

Fast Cars & Fidgety 
Feet By Rishad Saam 
Mehta
(Tranquebar, `350)
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I  stood at the edge of a forest 
in the village of Mawph-
lang in the East Khasi Hills 
of Meghalaya, trying to get 

rid of negative thoughts before 
entering. This was no ordinary 
forest, you see, but home to a 
protective deity called U Ryn-
gkew U Basa, revered by the 
Chief and Elders of the village 
to protect it from all harm. If 
anyone enters with bad inten-

tions, they face dire conse-
quences.  A sacred grove or Law 
Kyntang, this forest has stood 
for at least 1,000 years and one 
of the reasons the forest still 
survives is because cuttting 
down any tree or branch here 
is taboo. Nature holds much 
significance in traditional 
Khasi culture and the spirit of 
conservation is deeply embed-
ded in the people through 
a complex social matrix of 
religious beliefs. According to 
a Khasi saying, a village (hima) 
has no identity without its own 
sacred grove. 

Covering almost 80 hectares, 
the Mawphlang Sacred Grove 
is a treasure trove of rare me-
dicinal trees and plants like the 
English yew, the Chinese su-
mac, chinquapin, etc. It is also 
home to several species of trees 
that work as climate indica-

tors, such as the Japanese blue 
oak and griffitti. In total, there 
are about 450 species of trees 
and plants in this forest as well 
as rare species of animals and 
birds. The biodiversity of this 
community-protected forest is 
impressive. 

The forest also serves as an 
important ritual site for the 

time pass

sacred 
grove

The Grumpy 
Traveller  chir pine blues

On my way back frOm a trek in upper kumaOn in 
early April, I came up against the first of the forest fires that were 
sweeping through the lower foothills. While approaching Binsar, 
I was confronted with a heartbreaking sight. The smoke from 
a nearby fire hung in the air of the high ridge on which stands 
Binsar’s forest. The atmosphere was unnaturally hot. Suddenly, a 
small animal jumped out in front of our vehicle and dashed to the 
other side. We slowed down and I looked back to see a beautiful 
red fox, panting, looking confusedly at the direction of the forest 
that he’d come from and then staring at the cultivated fields 
further down the valley. For a wild animal, the poor choice was to 
either burn in the fire, or take his chance with human habitation.

At the heart of these fires lies that detestable tree: the chir 
pine. First planted in the Western Himalaya under the confused 
mandate of the nascent Indian Forestry Service as a commercially 
useful timber, this species has run riot, replacing native Himalayan 
broadleaf trees like oaks. Although these were supposed to be 
harvested, they were allowed to remain and, today, these aggres-
sive trees threaten to oust all other kinds of old-growth forests. 
Unlike broadleaf trees that ensure that rainwater percolates to the 

soil, thus recharging the groundwater of the mountainside, the 
greedy chir sucks it all up. It then sheds its needles which cover 
the immediate area and prevent any underbrush from sprouting. 
Chir pine resin and the trees themselves are tinder-dry, perfect for 
the spread of fires. However, once the fires destroy the broadleaf 
forests, the chir, due to the fact that it can grow on poor soil, 
makes a quick comeback and spreads higher.  And so the inexo-
rable march of the chir pine continues, drying out entire moun-
tainsides, obliterating natural springs, loosening rocks. And yet, 
the government plants more of these, and calls it ‘re-forestation’!
� •bibek bhattacharya   

people of Hima Mawphlang 
who perform various thanks-
giving and blessing ceremonies 
in the area. This has evidently 
been going on for a while, 
attested by scattered mounds 
of ritual stones and menhirs, 
some of which are over 900 
years old!
� •snigdha sharma 

SNIGDHA SHARMA
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this mountain is one of the most unique peaks in the world, in part because it is the world’s tall-
est vertical cliff, with a straight, sheer drop of 4,100ft to the valley below. in fact, one could say that it’s beyond verti-
cal, since the tip hangs over the void in a 105-degree-overhang. the peak is named after a god, which isn’t a surprise 
because in its vicinity there’s another famous peak named after the home of the gods. the national park it is situated 
in is a great wilderness, parts of which are still unexplored. the name for the region in the inuit language means ‘the 
land that never melts’, which is quite apt. the peak is a favourite with climbers and Base jumpers, although it took till 
1985 and 30 separate attempts for this mountain to be climbed, and even then after a 33-day push! 
4name the mountain and the country in which it is situated

where on 
earth?

Traveltoons [ By mario miranda ] Winner
april 2016

Sidarth LuaSan Lobo, karnataka
in the april 2016 quiz, we featured the kilauea Volcano in hawaii.  

mail your entries to ‘outlook traveller Quiz’,  
aB-10 safdarjung enclave, new delhi 110029 by June 30.  

email submissions will not be considered.

One lucky reader who answers correctly will win a two-nights’ stay for two inclusive 
of breakfast at a Neemrana Hotel across India. This will include a 25% discount on 

lunch and dinner, as well as a 10% discount on any merchandise bought at The 
Neemrana Shop. Voucher valid for 6 months from date of issue.  
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P r o m o t i o n s

Gir BirdinG LodGe, Gir Lion 
Sanctuary (Gujarat).
One of the best-located wildlife 
lodges in Gir.  June offers great 
wildlife experience. Natural 
History Workshops for families & 
corporate companies. Great Deals.
Call: +91 8882677766
+91 9825339393
+91 120 4222797
E: girbirdinglodge@gmail.com 
W: www.girbirdinglodge.com  

hot deal

join our FiXed dePartureS
Tiger Tours. Himalayan Weekends. 
Serious nature watch. Bird 
Watching. Endangered Mammals. 
Treks. Butterflies, Snakes & Frogs. 
Flower Tours. Ancient Temple 
Architecture. Yoga & Meditation 
Retreats. Great deals!
Call: +91 9811704651 
+91 9312206571 
+91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in
www.asianadventures.in 

junGLe Lore BirdinG LodGe.
KaFaL HouSe, PanGot, nainitaL.
One of the most charming 
places near Nainital for birds and 
photography.
Deals you cannot miss!
Call: +91 9811704651 
+91 9312206571 
+91 8882677766 
+91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in
www.pangot.com 

aBBott Mount cottaGe, 
LoHaGHat. MaGPie cottaGe 
By tHe StreaM - near 
Sonanadi (LanSdoWne).
Himalayan History, Himalayan 
views, Walks, Fishing. Natural 
History. Ideal for long stays & 
visitors who wish to have the 
bungalow to themselves.
Self-cooking. Pet-friendly.
Call: +91 9811704651 
+91 9312206571 
+91 8882677766 
+91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in
www.abbottmountcottage.com 
& www.magpiecottage.in 

LadaKH caMP
Opt for wildlife & bird holidays 
in Ladakh. The safaris will 
encompass Kinnaur, Spiti, Lahul, 
Ladakh & Kashmir. Guided by 
expert naturalists. Tailor-made. 
Photography oriented.
Call: +91 9312206571
+91 9811704651
+91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in
W: www.ladakhcamp.com  

Van Serai - tHe WeLLneSS 
LodGe! jaGeSHWar, 
uttaraKHand
A very powerful Shiva shrine.
2500-year-old temple 
architecture. Great Day Treks. 
Yoga & Meditation Retreats.  
Himalayan Temple Architecture
Tours. Deals you cannot miss!
Mobile: +91 9811704651
+91 8882677766
+91 9312206571
+91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in  
www.jageshwar.in

yoGa & WeLLneSS ProGraMS 
in BandHaVGarH & 
jaGeSHWar By eVoLution.
Learn the ultimate technique 
for physical & mental fitness 
- Kaivalya Kriya. Massages, 
Pranayam, Detox, Meditation, 
Yoga. Myriad activities such as 
safaris, birding, treks, games and 
excursions.
Mobile: +91 9811124222, +91 
9971883171, +91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in 
mailto:info@asianadventures.in 
W: www.evolutionretreats.in 

Place an ad to promote your 

property or product. the ad must be 

accompanied by a picture.

contact: Bharat chawla, 9899556999, 011 33505500
email id: bharat@outlookindia.com

rs 4500/-

hills

Place an ad to promote your property or 
product. the ad must be accompanied by a 

picture.

rs 2500/-

contact: Bharat chawla, 9899556999, 011 33505500
email id: bharat@outlookindia.com

MonSoon ForeSt 
Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve One of 
the finest conservation & wellness 
lodges in Bandhavgarh. Great 
wildlife experiences. June offers best 
tiger sightings. Yoga & Meditation 
Retreats with trained teachers. 
Natural History Workshops for 
families & corporate companies. 
Online Booking. Early Bird offers.
Call: +919871907474
+919810362445
+918882677766
E: info@monsoonforest.com
W: www.monsoonforest.com  

WaLterre. deHradun-
MuSSoorie road
One of the finest luxury lodges 
in Doon Valley on the way to 
Mussoorie. Bird Watching & 
Relaxation. Natural History 
Workshops for families.
Online Deals.
Call: +91 8882677766, 
+91 9811704651, 
+91 120 4222797
E: info@asianadventures.in
W: www.walterre.in

JOIN MOUNTAINEER AND EXPLORER 
FOR A SMALL SHIP JOURNEY 

TO THE ANTARCTICA FROM 
FEBRUARY 22–MARCH 6, 2017

To register, contact us at ibex@ibexexpeditions.com

Bespoke Journeys
Mongolia, Tibet, Sri Lanka, 
Bhutan, Namibia, Morocco, 
Peru, Madagascar, Borneo,  
Chile, Antarctica

 www.ibexexpeditions.com
 ibex@ibexexpeditions.com

IBEX EXPEDITIONS

HoteL GanGa Sadan - 
HaridWar Located
on banks of Ganga River.
hotelgangasadan@gmail.com
+919910062272

Sunrise Breakfast with Himalaya's view, Nature Walk, Hi Tea at River
INR 2,000/- per person per day inclusive of Breakfast, Dinner & all taxes
Contact: reservation@thewhisperingheights.com     Mob: 8527272471

"Whispering Heights 
Nathuakhan, Nainital



Place an ad to promote your property or 
product. the ad must be accompanied by a 

picture.

rs 2500/-

contact: Bharat chawla, 9899556999, 011 33505500
email id: bharat@outlookindia.com

Place an ad to promote your property or 
product. the ad must be accompanied by a 

picture.

rs 2500/-

contact: Bharat chawla, 9899556999, 011 33505500
email id: bharat@outlookindia.com

Place an ad to promote your 

property or product. the ad must be 

accompanied by a picture.

rs 8500/-
Book this space for

contact: Bharat chawla, 9899556999, 011 33505500
email id: bharat@outlookindia.com

Place an ad to promote your 

property or product. the ad must be 

accompanied by a picture.

rs 6500/-
Book this space for

contact: Bharat chawla, 9899556999, 011 33505500
email id: bharat@outlookindia.com

wildlife

the mystique of india's 
'seven sisters'
- assam, arunacha pradesh, 
nagaland, manipur, mizoram, 
meghalaya, tripura and 
the himalayan state of sikkim... 

Outlook Traveller Getaways 
presents a guide spanning the 
entire extent of India, focusing on 
destinations that have remained 
off the beaten path thus far

the 
A-z of
NortheAst

AP: All Meals; MAP: Breakfast & One Meal; CP:  

Breakfast Only; EP: Room Only.

Ken riVer LodGe – Panna 
Rs 11000/- Double occupancy,  
Rs 10000/- Single Occupancy in 
Ac  Huts 
www.kenriverlodge.com

KinGS LodGe – BandHaVGarH
Rs 16000/- Double occupancy, Rs 
15000/- Single Occupancy in AC  
Cottage 
www.kingslodge.in

tree HouSe HideaWay – 
BandHaVGarH
Rs 18000/- Double occupancy, Rs 
17000/- single occupancy in Ac  
Tree house  
www.treehousehideaway.com 

KanHa eartH LodGe-KanHa
Rs 16000/- Double occupancy, Rs 
15000/- Single Occupancy in Ac  
Bungalows 
www.kanhaearthlodge.com  

denWa BacKWater  
eScaPe-SatPura  
Rs 15000/- Double occupancy, 
Rs 14000/- single occupancy in 
Ac cottage. Rs 18000/- Double 
occupancy, Rs 17000/- single 
occupancy in Treehouse
www.denwabackwaterescape.com

PencH tree LodGe – PencH 
Rs 18000/- Double occupancy,  
Rs 17000/- single occupancy in Ac
Tree house 

BaraHi junGLe LodGe –  
cHitWan nePaL
Rs 16000/- Double occupancy, 
Rs 15000/- single occupancy in 
Ac cottage 
www.barahijunglelodge.com 
Above Package includes
accommodation in mentioned
category , 1 Shared Jeep Safaris/
activities , All Meals and all
applicable taxes 

call: +91 - 124 - 2571404, 
2570404, +91 8800637711
enquiry@pugdundeesafaris.com
www.pugdundeesafaris.com

Tree of Life Jaagir Lodge 
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve

+91 9602091000 / 2000
unwind@treeofliferesorts.com

www.treeofliferesorts.com
Get 10% off : use promo code Outlook

FOR SALE/LEASE
Ideal for homestay, newly constructed 
2-BHK fully furnished cottage/bunglow 

for sale/lease. On the fringes of the 
famous Jim Corbett national park. 

Perched on hilltop with 360d view of 
the valley and river below. 2 Balconies, 

Serene and cool atmosphere
Plot Area: 2400 sq yd

Covered Area: 1700 sq ft
Contact: Mr Ashish - 9810140091

ashish@ewest.in



picture   
post

Birds of a Feather
Photograph by Aveek dAs
Benaras, Uttar Pradesh

Wanted! Your travel photos—from Beluga to 
Belgaon, Kozhikode to Kraków. Give us your best 
shot (high-resolution 300dpi/at least 2MB, along 
with a caption and date) by June 20 and win the 
soulTree soumya Gift Box which has a shower gel, 
moisturiser, massage oil and hair oil. Email your 
entries to picturepost@outlookindia.com.
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whether by day or night!
Spain is great,
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Welcome to Spain—the land where you’ll always feel you are amongst friends. Here’s a spectacular and 
diverse country that has something for everyone: great climate around the year, a culinary tradition to 
suit all tastebuds, a range of activities related to arts and sports and endless excitement and nightlife.

Distinct culture, exceptional food and stunning landscapes and architecture—this is just the begin-
ning of what you can discover in Spain. From big cities to small towns off the beaten track, Spain has 

something for everyone. 
A country so diverse, you can enjoy it during the day as well as during the night, it has something to 

offer 365 days a years, 24 hours a day. Spain is a tourist-friendly and experiential destination. Spain 
has everything for every kind of tourist. From fiestas to rave parties, lively neighbourhoods, street life, 

entertainment for the family or activities that women travelling on their own can choose to do. 
Outdoor enthusiasts will love hiking in beautiful mountain ranges, or exploring the beaches of Barce-

lona and the Balearic Islands. If comfort is your thing, then we suggest one of the many luxury hotels in 
Spain. Go on an Art Tour to know the likes of Goya, Velázquez and El Greco at the famous Prado Museum 

in Madrid. If you love exploring a city by foot, then join a Walking Tour and learn more about the city. 
For a truly Spanish experience, follow the passion of flamenco music. Outstanding gastronomy, deli-

cious local wines, wide variety of national dishes, and the tapas are all waiting for you. Explore Span-
ish Heritage and intangible cultural values like the flamenco, Mediterranean cuisine or parties in the 

open-air courtyards or city squares. Whether you’re choosing Spain as your destination for adventure, 
culture, landscape, nightlife, shopping or just food, it is a decision you’ll be glad you made.

And the fun doesn’t stop at sunset. In fact, in Spain, it becomes merrier by night. You can head for a 
romantic dinner by the seaside, go bar hopping (ir de tapas in Spanish, which sounds way cooler), enjoy 

the delicious variety of foods on offer, simply enjoy the street life at night and, of course, dance to the 
tunes of world-class DJs. 

All the major cities of Spain (except Canary Islands and Balearic Islands which are accessible by flight 
or by boat) are linked by an extensive network of freeways for those wishing to travel by car or coach. 
There is also a network of high-speed trains for those wishing to enjoy the charms of train travel, be-

sides excellent air connectivity. 
And, to top it all, Spaniards are known to be friendly, warm, welcoming and fun-loving!

We are waiting for you. Plan your next trip to Spain with us!

about us
We are the National Tourist Office of Spain, representative in India of the Instituto de Turismo de Es-

paña (TURESPAÑA) which is an administrative unit of the Central Government of Spain. 
Visits are by previous arrangement only. Please call us on 022-43606800 between 9:00 to 13:00 / 14:00 

to 17:00 to book an appointment.
Tourism Office of Spain – Mumbai

Ground Floor, Wing A, Peninsula Tower, 
Peninsula Corporate Park, G K Marg,

Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013
Open Monday to Friday, 9am–5pm

Telephone Number: +91-22-43606800
Fax Number: +91-22-43606820
E-mail: mumbai@tourspain.es

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/spain.info.in
Our Twitter handle: https://twitter.com/SpaininIndia

Come to Spain and feel like you’re amongst friends!

To find more, go to www.spain.info
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Magerit, ‘land rich in water’. This is what the Arabs 
called this area, located on the central plain of 

the Iberian Peninsula, close to Sierra de Guadarrama, 
where King Phillip II of Spain later established the 
royal court. Afterwards, it grew into the big city we 
know today.

The first historical record of Madrid dates back to 
the year 865, when Emir Muhammad I commissioned 
the construction of a fortress in the village of Mayrit, 
on the banks of the river Manzanares. ‘Mayrit’ means 
‘plenty of waterways’, which is why the city’s first re-
corded coat of arms read, ‘I was built on water / My 
walls are made of fire / This is my flag and my coat 
of arms’. Madrid belonged to the Islamic world until 
1083, when Alfonso VI of Castile took over the city.
Few vestiges have remained from this era. On Calle 
Mayor, next to the Institute of Italian Culture, there 
used to stand the Grand Mosque and, most prob-
ably, as in every Muslim city, the souk. On the site of 
the former mosque rose the Church of Santa María, 
of which some remains can still be seen. Close by, 
on Cuesta de la Vega, there are parts of the old town 
walls that enclosed the medina or citadel. It was in-
side these walls that the Christians found a statuette 
of Virgin Mary with a candle that had been burning 
for over 400 years at the time they seized the area. 
Almudena, derived from the Arabic al-mudayna that 
translates as ‘the little city’ or ‘citadel’, has since then 
been the name mostly used by Madrileños to refer to 
the Virgin.

In the Medieval district of Madrid you can go to the 
National Archaeological Museum and experience 
a really interesting collection of decorative objects 
from the Visigoth Kingdom of Toledo to the Late Mid-
dle Ages. The rooms dedicated to Medieval and Re-
naissance art in the Lázaro Galdiano Museum and 
the Prado Museum are well worth a visit too.

MAdrid by dAy
The royal Palace, whose architect drew inspiration 
from the sketches by Bernini for Paris’s Louvre, is a 
must-visit in a tour of traditional Madrid.

You can’t miss taking pictures in Plaza Mayor or the 

Kilometre zero marker in Puerta del Sol, from which 
the national roads starting in Madrid fan out. The 
plaque is located facing the former Royal Post Office 
building, currently home to the Regional Government 
of the Region of Madrid. The square is the epicentre 
of New Year’s Eve celebrations in Madrid. On 31st De-
cember every year, people gather to watch the huge 
clock that dominates the square ticking down to mid-
night. El Oso y el Madroño, a statue depicting a bear 
eating from a strawberry tree that also appears in the 
city’s coat of arms, is also in Puerta del Sol.

On your walk towards El Retiro Park, you’ll see the 
Cibeles Fountain, one of the symbols of Madrid, and 
Puerta de Alcalá gate, a triumphal arch that is one of 
Madrid’s most photographed landmarks.

If you’re an art lover visiting the capital of Spain, 
the Prado Museum and the Reina Sofía Museum 
(MNCARS) are places you can’t miss. The stars of 
the collection in the Prado are Goya’s The Nude Maja 
and Velázquez’s Las Meninas, while the collection at 
the Reina Sofía includes Pablo Picasso’s masterpiece 
Guernica, an artwork that can be described as a syn-
thesis of the Avant Garde Movement. In this moving 
painting, the artist conveys the suffering caused by 
the bombing of Guernica in 1937.

madrid
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Going shopping at El Rastro flea market and re-
charging batteries with a scrumptious cocido (chick-
pea-based stew) or just a few tapas and a refresh-
ing beer are among the many things you can do in 
Madrid. Cocido madrileño is a traditional dish from 
the capital of Spain. It’s made with chickpeas, veg-
etables, meat, bacon and chorizo.

The Santiago Bernabeu and the Vicente Calde-
rón football stadiums are two must-visit places for 
football fans, while flamenco enthusiasts have an ar-
ray of traditional tablaos (clubs) to choose from.

Finally, Barrio de Chueca is worth mentioning too, 
as it’s great to go for tapas or window shopping. The 
trendiest shops are found in this neighbourhood.

madrid by night
Known as a trendsetter, Barrio de Malasaña/
Triball saw the birth of the earliest movida mu-
sicians and bands back in the Spanish transi-
tion era in the 1980s, when this countercultural 
movement came to life.

Rock, punk and indie pop provide the music for 
the many 1980s-style venues in Malasaña. In the 
streets of this district, you’ll travel back in time to 
the years of the revolutionary break from Spain’s 
musical past. You’ll also listen to international music 
that originated later.

Clubs like TupperWare, Penta or La Vía Láctea, 
on Calle de La Palma and Calle Velarde, and the 
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Madrid Me Mata museum-bar are all frequented 
by a heterogeneous group of patrons, mostly young 
but also people who feel nostalgia for the old days of 
the movida, or artists and bands like Radio Futura, 
Los Secretos, Alaska and many others. The terraces 
of the cafés around Plaza del Dos de Mayo can get 
quite busy too.

Playing dance, house and the latest commercial 
music, the nightclubs and pubs in Barrio de Sala-
manca have a uniquely glamorous style that sets this 
area apart from the rest of Madrid’s nightlife spots.

People of all ages can choose from a wide array 
of places to go out at night, which stand along the 
main shopping thoroughfares in the area, such as 

Serrano, Goya, Ortega y Gasset or Juan Bravo. 
Establishments catering to the middle-aged are 
interspersed with select cocktail bars attracting a 
more mature clientele.

Located right in the Golden Mile shopping district, 
the Serrano 41 nightclub is one of the most popu-
lar in Madrid and a true icon of Salamanca’s night-
life, boasting three different areas—the terrace, the 
chill-out space and the dance floor on the ground 
level, where you can move to the beat of funky, pop 
and house music after 11pm. Another of the many 
favourites in Barrio de Salamanca is The Office dis-
co-bar (also known as Vanitas Vanitatis) in Calle 
Velázquez, with its fine décor and open-air lounge.

NOPHOTO
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For tourists, Barcelona is a secret known to eve-
ryone. Over the last decade, the capital of Cata-

lonia has been the star of European urban tourism. 
The heritage bequeathed by Gaudí and the exam-
ples of Art-Nouveau (Modernist) architecture in the 
Eixample, the authenticity of the Gothic Quarter, 
the legacy of the city’s medieval past, the history 
and charm of its streets, the offer of its museums, 
with the National Museum of Art of Catalonia 
and the area devoted to Picasso, its offer of services 
and restaurants, its nightlife, its Mediterranean feel, 
its range of shops with a model unique to Barcelona 
that combines large international brands with dis-
tinctive boutiques lending character to the city; in 
short, a whole scope of possibilities that has won 
the hearts of visitors from all corners of the globe.

Casa Batlló, Casa Amatller and Casa Milà—bet-
ter known as La Pedrera [the stone quarry]—are 
just some of the buildings which bring together 
a host of almost unprecedented, exuberant col-
ours and forms. Modernisme can be appreciated 
throughout the city. Spectacular buildings like the 
church of the Sagrada Família—an unfinished work 
by Gaudí—the Palau de la Música Catalana and the 
Park Güell make up, along with other buildings, a 
legacy of modernisme that can only be seen here. 
The Sagrada Família, the Casa Batlló, the Casa Vi-
cens, the Crypt of Colònia Güell, La Pedrera, have 
been designated World Heritage Sites, together 
with the Palau Güell, the Sant Pau, modern exhibi-

tion centres, the Park Güell and the Palau de la 
Música Catalana. Barcelona is the largest outdoor 
museum for Art Nouveau architecture, celebrating 
visual splendour.

BARCELONA BY DAY
Barcelona’s markets are places where you can en-
joy a lively, vibrant atmosphere in surroundings 
where the cries of the market’s stallholders and the 
daily bustle intermingle. Few cities in the world can 
boast a network such as that of Barcelona—39 food 
markets and four markets selling other goods form 
a unique heritage that should be maintained and 
preserved. The Boqueria Market, on La Rambla, is 

barcelona
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one of Barcelona’s best-known markets, and has 
become a major landmark.

Without its constant wealth of raw materials, it 
would not be possible to enjoy the characteris-
tic elements of Catalan cuisine: the fish and meat 
dishes known as “mar i muntanya”, the contrasts 
of sweet and sour, the picada (a mixture of nuts, 
cooking liquid and garlic or aromatic herbs) and 
the rapid and enthusiastic acceptance of products 
from outside Catalonia.

On the first day, it’s a good idea to go out and soak 
up the city’s modernista ambience. At 4pm, the 
walking tour ‘Barcelona Walking Tours Modern-
isme’ is an excellent opportunity to enjoy a guided 
tour of the Passeig de Gràcia and the heritage dis-
trict, the Quadrat d’Or. 

After this, make the most of your time and let 
yourself fall under the spell of the architectural 
gems in the Gothic Quarter, such as the Cathe-
dral in the Plaça Nova, the monumental ensemble 
in the Plaça del Rei, and the civic and government 
buildings in the Plaça Sant Jaume.

BARCELONA BY NIGHT  
At night, you’ll be able to enjoy Barcelona’s most 
modern facet if you have dinner in the Born. Here, 
you’ll be able to see the church of Santa Maria del 
Mar, and be captivated by a neighbourhood which 

is a wonderful combination of medieval charm and 
Barcelona’s hippest bars and restaurants.

Another tempting option is to have dinner in the 
old harbour, or Port Vell, as you enjoy the Mediter-
ranean sea breezes.

Barcelona never sleeps. The city has set the 
benchmark for the international electronic mu-
sic scene and dances to the sounds of the world’s 
top DJs. It’s also the perfect place for lovers of jazz, 
rock, Latin rhythms and pop.

You can also choose to purchase the Barcelona 
NightCard which enables fast-track entrance into 
Barcelona’s top clubs and discotheques all week 
with just one ticket. 

TOURISM PRODUCTS ONLINE
Turisme de Barcelona is selling its products and 
services on line through its website: tickets.visit 
barcelona.com. This initiative offers visitors the 
the possibility of putting together their own tailor-
made travel package, combining their stay with the 
purchase of products.

We recommend you log on to visitbarcelona.com 
to discover new ways of visiting Barcelona. The 
Barcelona Bus Turístic, Barcelona Walks, and the 
Barcelona Card are the first products which can be 
purchased on-line. 

More info: visitbarcelona.com

 LUCIANO MORTULA / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM
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Situated on the banks of the Guadalquivir River, 
Seville has a rich Moorish heritage and used to 

be a prosperous port that carried out trade with the 
Americas. 

The streets and squares in the historic quarter of 
the capital of Andalusia are lively and busy. They 
treasure many constructions that have the World 
Heritage designation, and many districts are full of 
traditional culture, like Triana and La Macarena.

Museums and art centers, theme parks, cinemas, 
theatres and clubs are some of the many leisure 
options that a great city like Seville holds. Without 
forgetting, of course, the numerous terraces, inns 
and bars where visitors can practice one of the most 
tasty traditions in the city—“Going out for tapas”.

GaMe of THrones coMes To seviLLe
Season 5 of Game of Thrones featured the amazing 
Alcazar in Seville, Spain. It represented the famous 
water gardens of Reales Alcazares, the royal resi-
dences and gardens of the Alcazar which are world 
renown on their own.

seviLLe by Day
If there were ever a city to get completely lost in, this 
is the one. Seville’s beguiling maze of streets epito-
mizes southern Spanish charm right down to the 
tiled-adorned buildings, abundance of tapas bars, 
and echo of flamenco. 

Seville is a place that you need to discover walking. 
Otherwise, you’ll miss the point. Seville is not only a 
bunch of magnificent buildings and palaces. It’s also 
its people and their passion.

The majority of the must-sees are clustered 
around the Cathedral complex with the so called 
“Sevilla’s most beautiful daughter, La Giralda”, as it 
is called the tower of the Cathedral, UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, along with the Archivo de las Indias 
and the Reales Alcázares Palace. Grab your comfort-
able shoes, an abanico and enjoy this wonderful city.

Stay in the city’s old town to explore the cobbled 
streets of the Santa Cruz quarter. Soak up the at-
mosphere on the banks of the beautiful river Gua-
dalquivir, meet the Torre del Oro and admire the 
views from the ancient cathedral tower and recently 

seville
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opened Parasol Metropol.
Do as the Sevillanos do and adhere to meal times. 

This means a late breakfast, no earlier than 1pm 
for lunch, and the later the better for dinner.

Seville means culture, but also relax. So please, 
don’t stress, locals think it’s part of the charm!

Seville by Night
Stocked full of the country’s best nightclubs and ta-
pas bars, Seville grooves with nostalgia and energy 
by night. Nightlife in Seville ranges from fantastic 
flamenco and quintessential tapas bars to modern 
hip hop clubs.

Seville is an important flamenco centre and it 
would be a shame to leave the city without catch-
ing a show. The best are impromptu performances 
in traditional bars in Santa Cruz area.

A string of tapas bars are tucked within the dis-
trict’s narrow alleys, especially along Calle Mateos 
Gago. Hop across to the other side of the river to 
find the trendiest clubs and bars lined along Calle 
Betis and Plaza Alfalfa, where most of the action 
continues until the early hours.

Seville has a wide range of proposals of what to 
do for fun. Seville by night is amazing. During the 
summer most people head to the river and the

terrazas where it’s cooler during the night. In win-
ter the bars in the center and other spots offer the 
best places to keep warm and follow the fiestas. 
Those still wishing to continue often hit a disco-
theque to dance or people watch until 6 or 7am.

But wait! There are more options than just those 
above. Flamenco bars range from the more expen-
sive tablao offering professional performances to a 
spontaneous neighborhood show in a local Triana 
bar.  If you’re looking for a relaxing evening, tea sa-
lons take you to Morocco and other exotic places 
with their decoration while offering teas, juices 
and pastries. There’s also a lively gay and lesbian 
scene in Sevilla. 

Seville is also called the Opera City and is like a 
big theatre. All elements of this grand city, includ-
ing the Opera, were considered by prestigious au-
thors such as as verdi, Donizetti, bizet and Mo-
zart, as an inspiration object in their greater plays. 
This makes it an exquisite cultural centre.

Whatever is your taste, Seville will offer you plen-
ty of high-quality nightlife which, along with the 
fascinating places you’ll want to visit during the 
day, will make your stay here one incredible expe-
rience. When in Seville whatever you choose to do, 
the city has it for you! 

MassiMiliano Pieraccini / shutterstock.coM
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T here are many reasons for you to visit the Basque 
Country.  It is home to among the world’s finest 

food, beaches in natural settings and avant-garde 
architecture. This area in northern Spain is an ideal 
place for an all-round visit, with its privileged loca-
tion in the south of Europe, in the green north of 
Spain, and with everything close at hand.

The three Basque regional capitals are good exam-
ples of how this identity is expressed. Donostia/San 
Sebastián is a cosmopolitan city to enjoy the delight-
ful pace of living at the seaside. Bilbao is a cultur-
ally rich and stimulating city, which competes with 
leading European cities in terms of quality and mo-
dernity.  Vitoria has a rich heritage and modern, well 
laid out user-friendly urban planning.

The Basque Mountains and Valleys and the quin-
tessential villages dotted around, reflect the thou-
sand year-old history and traditions kept alive. The 
Basque Coast with its 250 km of beaches, estuaries, 
marshlands, cliffs and fishing villages, reflects na-
ture which is abrupt yet generous with a living and 
intensely blue sea.

San SebaStian 
Designated the European Capital of Culture 2016 
and featured by over 100 travel guides and media 
outlets across the world, the city also boasts of the 

most Michelin Stars per square metre: 16 Michelin 
Stars and three restaurants with three Stars each. 

Any excuse to visit San Sebastian is good. Besides 
the unequalled beauty of La Concha Bay, the city is 
the place to come to for innovative cuisine that has 
made it famous across the world, and a wide range 
of festivals that have made it a genuine cultural phe-
nomenon worth experiencing. 

SAN SEBASTIAN BY DAY
Make sure to explore the Old Town, eating wonder-
ful pintxos (Basque tapas) where the bars are an ir-
resistible temptation or buying local products in the 
traditional market. Do Drop by the ‘Wind Comb’, 
the emblematic sculpture of Eduardo Chillida and 
visit San Telmo Museum, the oldest in the Basque 
Country, to learn about Basque Society. For the 
sea lovers, take a dip in the sea at the delightful La 
Concha beach, one of the most beautiful beaches in 
Europe. Finally, Wave-spotting in the Paseo Nuevo, 
alongside the sculpture by Oteiza, where waves of 
over 10 metres in height crash against the walls and 
leap into the air will certainly keep you enthralled. 

SAN SEBASTIAN BY NIGHT
At nighttime, there many excellent restaurants in a 
city to enjoy. One of the best sunsets can be expe-
rienced from the pier of the fishing harbour. Then 

baSque country
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proceed to visit the lighted up Kursaal Confer-
ence Centre, a spectacular architectural work 
by Rafael Moneo. Attend concerts at the Interna-
tional Jazz Festival, held at the beach in July and 
finally enjoythe view from Tabakalera’s fifth floor 
terrace, former tobacco factory turned into an In-
ternational Centre for Contemporary Culture.

BilBao
Bilbao awakens and during these first hours 
of daylight, the  Ría invites us to stroll along its 
banks and enjoy the architecture, the art, the 
parks. The Guggenheim Museum Bilbao has 
become an authentic catalogue of architecture 
and open-air art. Going for a walk allows us to 
admire sculptures by contemporary authors 
such as Dalí, Chillida, Koons, and Bourgeois. And 
works by internationally renowned architects 
such as Pelli, Isozaki, Ferrater, Siza, Moneo, Ca-
latrava and Ghery. 

BILBAO BY DAY
The morning draws on and there are a number of 
options. Discovering the city’s old quarter, visiting 
the Transporter Bridge or Puente Colgante, a 
World Heritage site, or going for a dip and enjoy-
ing the beaches and fishing towns on the coast, just 
20-30 minutes away by metro.   

If we continue through the city now’s the time to 
go into the Old Quarter or Casco Viejo, the heart 
of Bilbao. We’re now in the historical centre, and 
its architecture and monuments tell us the story of 

the city. Food purchases require a stop off at 
the Ribera Market and if we’re looking for some-
thing with an atmosphere that’s more hip, with 
pavement terraces and varied bars, the best thing 
to do is go to the Bilbao la Vieja neighbourhood.

The afternoon envelopes the city and the bour-
geois mansions of the Ensanche district await us, 
overlooking Gran Vía, the city’s commercial artery.  
Walking  around the streets allows us to discover 
cafés with history, magnificent patisseries where 
you can try local delicacies, and modern bars. 

BILBAO BY NIGHT
When night falls, Bilbao offers us the chance to 
enjoy its cuisine and cocktails. To dine on Basque 
cooking in any of its forms, from the most tradi-
tional to the cutting edge, is a treat. Evening plans 
take us to the opera and classical music at the Eu-
skalduna Conference Centre, performances at 
the Arriaga Theatre, the Casino, or simply relax-
ing stroll to enjoy the charm of the city lights.

SAN SEBASTIAN TOURISM

BILBAO TOURISM

SAN SEBASTIAN TOURISM
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Ibiza (Eivissa in Catalan) is a Spanish island in the 
Mediterranean 79 km east of the Iberian Peninsula, 

and 140 km southeast of the island of Mallorca.
You can reach the island either by plane or ship. It 

has its own international airport and numerous in-
ternational airlines offer direct flights from all main 
European airports.

Idyllic beaches, endless nights, unlimited fun, an 
anything-goes atmosphere which is famous all over 
the world; Ibiza has everything you need to guarantee 
you have the best holiday ever. It has a mild climate 
the whole year around, enjoying more than 300 days 
of sunshine. 

A Phoenician-Punic settlement during ancient 
times, Ibiza contains within its Renaissance walls 
an interesting legacy from all the different cultures 
that populated it. This artistic wealth is found in the 
monumental area of Dalt Vila, in the necropolis of Es 

iBiZA Puig des Molins and in the archaeological site of Sa 
Caleta. The beauty of the island capital is enhanced by 
the sands and coves at Figueretes, Es Viver and Tala-
manca, as well as by its the diverse marine ecosystem.

The two most noteworthy aspects of Ibiza, its biodi-
versity and its culture, have made it worthy of being 
declared a UNESCO World Heritage City.

IbIza by Day
Ibiza offers daytime venues in the form of its beach 
clubs which have become quite the vogue. Located 
along select stretches of coastline, they offer great 
food, brilliant music and cater to a select clientele. 

The beaches and coves of Ibiza, such as Figueretes, 
Es Viver or Talamanca have golden sand and seabeds 
that will delight scuba-diving fans, as they house a 
large number of native Mediterranean species and 
also a wealth of sea life.

In Ibiza, you will find various tourist areas sur-
rounded by the most beautiful scenery. You can visit 
the archaeological Museum, a witness to the city’s 
rich past, thanks to a valuable collection of objects 

PACHA IBIZA
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that cover 2000 years of history.
The best way to enjoy the popular architecture 

of Ibiza is to wander around the narrow streets of 
the historic quarter until you reach the port, having 
crossed the central Vara de Rey walkway, and walk 
around the port area to the splendid lighthouse 
known as Botafoc.

In addition to the fishing neighbourhood in the 
lower part of town, another worthwhile visit is 
the necropolis of Es Puig des Molins, also de-
clared World Heritage, along with the Phoeni-
cian settlement of Sa Caleta. Over 3500 Punic 
and Phoenician graves have been found here. 
The statues of the goddess Tanit and the god 
Bes are two of its main pieces.

The island of Ibiza can be visited starting out from 
the capital. Several kilometres to the northeast is 
the municipality of Santa Eulària des Riu, with 
the church located on the Puig de Missa. Further 
on is the Portinatx, a tourist centre with beautiful 
coves and a seaside feel. 

There are numerous terraces and restaurants 
on the seashore where the visitor can discover the 
best of Ibiza cuisine.

 
IBIza’S MaRkETS
You’ll have a great time discovering Ibiza’s popu-
lar hippy markets, where you can still today find 
a real 70s feel. The largest and oldest market on 
the island is on Wednesdays: it has 400 stalls 
and is known as the Es Canar market in Punta 
Arabí. On Saturdays there is another emblematic 
market, Las Dalias, in Sant Carles, which in win-
ter becomes an alternative Christmas market.

The island also has markets selling typical crafts 
(baskets, table linen, ceramics, leather articles…), 
where you can even watch as they are being made.  
Be sure to visit markets such as Santa Eularia, Ses 
Figueretes, San Antoni and the Patio de Armas 
square at Dalt Vila to experience these crafts.

IBIza By NIghT
Ibiza offers a multitude of leisure and nightlife op-
tions for every taste and predilection. 

Besides its fashionable bars and night clubs, there 
is also a host of other activities that get underway: 
street markets, outdoor terraces, cultural activities 
in the open-air, concerts and music performances.

Island protocol wisely decrees that nightlife 
starts at sundown. The western shore is, of course, 
ideal for this pursuit. Sant antoni is legendary for 
its ‘sunset strip’ (a.k.a. Ses Variades) where sev-
eral de rigueur bars and cafés combine great sky 
shows with top DJ sets. 

In the southwest, the pirate tower, Torre d’es 
Savinar (a.k.a. Torre del Pirata), perched on a cliff 
high above the Sant Josep coast, provides a superb 
sunset in an all-natural setting.

Nearby, Sa Pedrera, the old quarry popularly 
known as atlantis, furnishes the same spectacu-
lar vistas, while many would agree that the sunset 
experience par excellence belongs to Platges de 
Compte in the city. 

After the sunset ritual has concluded, there en-
sues an interval in which people dress for the 
evening and dine at one of Ibiza´s world-class res-
taurants. They then proceed to Act Two, centred on 
pubs, cocktail bars and garden terraces across the 
island. The main haunts for the pre-party scene are 
La Marina and Calle de la Virgen (predominately 
gay) in Ibiza Town, the full-on West End in Sant 
Antoni and the laid-back marina in Santa Eulària.

The real action starts after midnight when the big 
clubs open and partiers let it all hang out. All-night 
dancing, world-famous DJs and high glamour com-
bine here. Be to sure to visit famous discos such as  
Space, Amnesia and Pacha that guarantee a great 
time. A mention should also be made in regard to 
Ibiza´s casino. A subdued atmosphere of serious 
gaming makes for an elegant venue that you abso-
lutely must visit.
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The Costa del Sol is the ideal tourist destination to 
enjoy the Mediterranean Sea as well as villages 

in the hinterland and charming towns with a power-
ful history. 

Out where Andalusia meets the sea lies the city 
of Málaga and its Costa del Sol, a glimmering coast-
line warmed by the Andalusian sun and refreshed 
by Mediterranean breezes. A sea that witnessed the 
birth of Picasso extends a broad array of options 
to accompany its incomparable climate—326 days 
per year with more than eight hours of sunlight and 
pleasant temperatures.

Thanks to its 160 kilometres of coastline, the 
province of Málaga’s beaches come in an enor-
mous variety—broad and sandy or wild and rocky, 
nudist beaches and small coves, far removed from 
the urban hustle and bustle, or highly developed 
beaches with every kind of tourist amenity such as 
showers, beach umbrellas, sunbeds, bars, etc.  

The attractions of the Costa del Sol go far beyond 
sun and sand; however its cultural heritage has 
Picasso as its primary point of reference, with the 
Picasso Museum representing the artist’s return to 

his native city. This art gallery features more than 
two hundred original works including oil paint-
ings, sketches, sculptures, engravings and ceram-
ics that are of supreme international significance, 
and their greatest complement is only to be found 
in this city: the painter’s Birth House Museum. 
Málaga’s Historical District has also preserved the 
architectural evidence of more than 3,000 years of 
human settlement, from the Phoenicians down to 
the present age. The Roman Theatre, the Nazarite 
Alcazaba, the Gibralfaro Castle, the Málaga Cathe-
dral and the surrounding streets themselves attest 
to this rich heritage.

Special note should also to be taken of two majestic 
cities that stand on the borderline between legend 
and reality: Ronda and Antequera. The former is the 
cradle of bullfighters and bandits and a symbol of 
Romanticism with artistic treasures of incalculable 
value. The latter is, in the words of Gerardo Diego, 
“the city of white and gongorian churches”, an an-
cient town filled with architectural landmarks. The 
picturesque White Villages that dot the province’s 
interior shouldn’t be ignored either.

costa del sol
Turismo y Planificación cosTa del sol s.l.u.
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COSTA DEL SOL BY DAY
Go on a cultural tour of Málaga, a fascinating 
2,800-year-old city. Travel back in time as you vis-
it the Roman Theatre, the Gibralfaro Castle or the 
Arab Fortress, and take a look at Picasso’s work in 
the Picasso Museum. Remember to include one 
or two of the 30 Museums the city offers, like the 
Carmen Thyssen Museum or the Pompidou Cen-
tre, etc.,  take a stroll down Calle Larios and ex-
plore the sights that will take you on a 2,000-year 
journey through history.

Spend one day in Serranía de Ronda, the land of 
bandits and bullfighters. If you are a wine lover, 
you can visit one of the fine wineries in the region.

Spend one day in Antequera with an impressive 
architectural and cultural heritage. Or go to Cam-
inito del Rey. The Caminito del Rey is a path that 
runs between the walls of the Desfiladero de los 
Gaitanes gorge, one of the most surprising nature 
spots in the province of Malaga, in Spain.

The Costa del Sol is a paradise for shoppers, so 
save your last day for a shopping spree. Fashion, 
jewellery, décor and art are all available at luxury 
boutiques, especially in Puerto Banús. 

Relax in one of the unspoilt coves in the Maro 
cliffs. They are close to the cave of Nerja, named 

‘the Prehistoric Cathedral’ after the invaluable ar-
chaeological evidence found in it.

Visit white villages perched on the sierras make 
the typical landscape of rural Malaga. You can 
explore the countryside and its natural wonders 
while picking up the traces left by the Romans, the 
Muslims and the Christians.

Scattered across the province, leisure centres 
are the perfect choice for your family holidays. 
Zoos, aquariums, go-kart tracks, a cable car and 
even an ice rink by the sea are waiting for you in 
Benalmádena, Fuengirola and Estepona.

COSTA DEL SOL BY NIGHT
After a busy day, you can unwind at the beach. 
There are exclusive beach clubs on the Costa del 
Sol organising themed parties that last until the 
wee hours. 

Enjoy Sunset walking along the Beach or along 
our beautiful beach promenades. For a more in-
timate plan, choose one of the  seven Michelin-
starred restaurants or the casino.

Also festivals like Starlite or ‘Moorish Moon’ 
(Luna Mora) in Guaro, and events like ‘All-Night-
er’ (La Noche en Blanco) are just a few of the things 
you can do after sunset.

Turismo y Planificación cosTa del sol s.l.u. Turismo y Planificación cosTa del sol s.l.u. 
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F ew cities offer such vibrancy as Valencia. With its 
year-round attractions such as its climate, long 

sandy beaches, lively bar terraces and an irresistible 
programme of activities in store for spring, the City 
is the ideal destination to welcome in the summer.

Valencia offers a combination of avant garde style, 
culture and Mediterranean spirit, bound to capti-
vate any visitor. Its 300 days of sunshine and aver-
age temperature of 19º C make Valencia an ideal 
destination at any time of year.

Valencia by day
Valencia is an amazing city to visit at daytime. It con-
tains influences from Roman, Visigoth, Moorish and 
Medieval cultures that it had interacted with in its 
past 2000 years of history. This is evident in many 
of its iconic monuments and buildings, such as the 
lonja de la Seda (Silk Exchange, designated a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site), la almoina (Roman re-
mains of the city), the Serranos and Quart Towers 
and the cathedral.

The city has seven kilometres of perfect beaches. 
Choose from the various city beaches, which you can 

get to by metro or tram, or the more unspoilt beach-
es, such as el Saler in the albufera natural Park.

The city converted the former bed of the River 
Turia, which used to run through the city, into an 
enormous nine kilometres long park. Today it is a 
green lung in which you can walk, cycle, play sports, 
go to cafés, etc. Valencia is a bike-friendly city that 
is perfect to pedal around thanks to its size. It also 
has one of the oldest Botanical Gardens in Europe 
and a unique and fascinating nature area—the al-
bufera natural Park.  The Huerta de Valencia ex-
tends over a surface of about 23,000 hectares that 
constitute a green agricultural landscape with a rich 
heritage of rural architecture.

Additionally, you have the city’s cutting-edge ar-
chitecture with its great 21st-century buildings, 
such as the city of arts and Sciences designed by 
Santiago Calatrava, The conference centre by Nor-
man Foster and the Veles e Vents building by David 
Chipperfield.

Valencia will fascinate you with its charming little 
spots that do not appear in guidebooks but that you 
will discover during your visit. The mansion houses 

valencia
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and plazas of the Barrio del Carmen, the Plaza 
Redonda, the Santa Catalina Church—in whose 
square you will find the narrowest building in Eu-
rope—the frescoes in the San Nicolás Church, the 
clock of the Santos Juanes Church, San Vicente’s 
baptismal font in the San Esteban parish church 
and the alligator over the door of the El Patriarca 
Church are just some examples of the many hun-
dreds of such surprises that Valencia—has in store 
for tourists.

The range of activities on offer is completed with 
a network of modern facilities, allowing visitors to 
enjoy the sport of their choice (athletics, basket-
ball, football, spaces for tennis lovers). For mot-
orsport fans, we recommend a visit to the Circuit 
de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo, in 
Cheste. If you prefer open-air sports, why not try 
the Turia Gardens?

Something that you shouldn’t miss to complete 
your journey is shopping. Amongst the wide range 
of possibilities, don’t forget the souvenirs, food 
products, fashion designs, exclusive porcelain and 
shoes designed and manufactured in the region.

ValENCia By NiGhT
The coolest nights out, the most romantic sunsets, 
the tastiest paella and the most original festivities 
all await you in Valencia—traditional, radical, al-
ways Mediterranean.

Valencia’s pleasant climate invites people to go 
out to dinner or participate in one of the many lei-
sure activities on offer in the city—cinema, thea-
tre, dance and music, bars, cafes, restaurants, night 
clubs, etc. that make up a wide choice of things 
to do to suit all tastes and pockets, all under the 
charm of the unmistakable Valencian moon.  Men-
tioned beneath are some of the most exciting rea-
sons for you to come and see it by yourself.

At Valencia, there are lots of different kinds of 

scene in the various nightlife areas, from the hot-
spots in the old town, to those by the sea or in the 
student areas.

In Valencia there is always something to cel-
ebrate. Its most important festivals include Las 
Fallas, during which the city is filled with gigantic 
sculptures that are burned to mark the arrival of 
springtime. Other festivals include Maritime Holy 
Week, the procession of Our lady of the Forsak-
en, Valencian Corpus Christi and the July Fair. 
Valencia celebrates its first Jubilee Year of the San-
to Caliz and will be the silk city of 2016.

A vibrant local music scene is evidence of a Va-
lencian musical tradition that goes back centuries, 
a passion that has been passed from generation 
to generation. The City has a variety of concert 
halls, auditoriums and smaller venues where all 
kinds of musical styles can be enjoyed through-
out the year—from large concert halls to intimate 
jazz clubs, from classical to flamenco. Palau de 
la Música stands out amongst the city’s concert 
halls, auditoriums and theatres as a symbol of and 
synonym for Valencians’ interest in music. This in-
terest increased with the opening of the Palau de 
les arts, located in the City of Arts and Sciences of 
Valencia and the Berklee School of Music, whose 
European venue is in Valencia.

The city has a rich and varied Mediterranean cui-
sine whose key ingredient is rice prepared in a va-
riety of ways, with paella as the signature dish. In 
addition to rice dishes, foodies will also find a whole 
range of innovative culinary creations in Valencia. 
A culinary revolution that has occurred in the city 
in recent years is reflected in its Mediterranean sig-
nature cuisine. The high quality of restaurants in 
Valencia is undeniable and ought to be frequented 
by travellers. The fruit and vegetables of this fertile 
land, as well as fresh fish and seafood, provide main 
ingredients of an exquisite Mediterranean cuisine. 
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T   he Canary Islands is the place with the best  
climate in the world for enjoying exceptional 

holidays any time of the year. Its seven unique is-
lands are  perfect for disconnecting from your daily 
routine, recharging your batteries and returning 
home feeling physically and mentally refreshed. 
The beaches, volcanic landscapes, the possibility 
of choosing from all sorts of outdoor activities, as 
well as a wide range of quality accommodation and 
leisure activities mean that the majority of visitors 
repeat the experience more than once.

Thanks to a wide range of leisure and entertain-
ment services for visitors, the Canary Islands offer 
fun places where you can enjoy an unforgettable 
day in one of the zoos, water parks or amusement 
parks. Climb into a submarine or hire a pedalo to 
ride the waves and, along with that, watch dolphins 
and whales swimming freely. You can also choose to 
ride a camel or a horse or visit a museum and some 
of the Islands’ archaeological sites. Shopping in its 
streets and modern shopping centres, attending a 
show, going out to dinner to enjoy the cuisine fol-
lowed by a drink on a trendy terrace or relaxing in 
one of the spas and wellness centres are some of the 
multiple possibilities on offer.

In addition to the archipelago’s attractive and sin-
gular beaches, the seven islands feature an extensive 
offering of leisure centres designed for endless fam-
ily activities: aquariums and botanic gardens and 
the best theme parks are just some of the quality 
seals that distinguish the Canary Islands for their 
focus on entertainment that is recreational and edu-
cational at the same time.

The Canary Islands also offer a range of cultural 
options to explore, including the monumental site at 
San Cristóbal de La Laguna, which has been award-
ed the World Heritage designation by the UNESCO, 
and the work of César Manrique in Lanzarote.

Thanks to stable and mild temperatures, the sun 
usually shines any time of the year. 

canary islands by day
With premium-quality facilities, the Islands’ amuse-
ment parks are among the best in Europe. All the 
parks boast modern and safe rides and are carefully 
supervised by a large and professional team of life-
guards. They include siam Park on Tenerife, known 
internationally as the best theme park in the world. 

aquapark costa Teguise on Lanzarote, acua Wa-
ter Park on Fuerteventura and sioux city and Holi-
day World on Gran Canaria are the most popular 
and thoroughly enjoyed by families.

The amazing orca and dolphin shows at the Ca-
nary Island water parks are especially popular with 
young children, who are also fascinated by the hun-
dreds of vertebrates and invertebrates that coexist 
in the archipelago’s zoos, integrated in natural en-
vironments and looked after with great dedication 
and care. In fact, the Canary Islands is home to the 
largest display of parrots in the world. Tenerife’s 
loro Parque, La Palma’s Maroparque, aquarium 
lanzarote and Oasis Park Fuerteventura are the 
most popular.

The capital cities of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
and Santa Cruz de Tenerife stage the most striking 
carnivals that every year attract huge numbers of 
visitors, such as the Gala events where they choose 
the Carnival Queen and the Drag Queen, the pag-
eants, the mass outdoor parties and the competi-
tions of murgas (street bands) and comparsas (car-
nival troupes). 

Across the length and breadth of the archipelago 
we find examples of these festivals, in some cases 
notable for their unique features, such as the In-
dianos in Santa Cruz de La Palma or Los Carneros 
(Rams) of Tigaday in La Frontera, where young peo-
ple dress up in furs and ram horns. Other examples 
include competitions of crazily fast earth-bound and 
air bound vehicles.

canary islands
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canary islands by night
The Canary islands host world-class astronomic 
observatories, at altitudes over 2,400 metres, such 
as the GREGOR solar telescope in Tenerife, the 
largest in Europe, or the roque de los Mucha-
chos Observatory in La Palma. Both are open to 
the public and arrange tours to bring their discov-
eries closer to everyone.

You’ll also find several companies that organise 
guided night tours and observation sessions from 
the islands’ spectacular viewpoints. Explore the 
constellations of the Canary Islands night sky with 
the virtual planetarium.

The Canary Islands boast three starlight reserves 
where the clarity of the night sky is internationally 
recognised and protected: The islands of La Palma 
and Fuerteventura and the highlands of Tenerife. 
At La Palma, there are Llano del Jable viewpoint, 
San Antonio volcano and San Bartolo mountain.    
At Tenerife, there are Guajara mountain and Caña-
das del Teide.

There’s a perfect place here for you to spend 
unforgettable moments with your loved ones.  Sit 
at an outdoor terrace bar, dine under the stars, 
dance until dawn and share experiences with 
new people. Puerto del carmen, Playa blanca 
and costa teguise, in lanzarote; corralejos in 
Fuerteventura; las Palmas and Maspalomas, in 
gran canaria, and Puerto de la cruz and Playa 
de las americas in tenerife are some of the best 
places to enjoy a great atmosphere and the best 
views with good music. 

In the Canary Islands, there are a wide variety of 

restaurants offering international food cooked by 
prestigious chefs, some with Michelin Stars. And 
after dinner, have a first drink at an outdoor ter-
race bar with the stars overhead. Whether it’s a 
hotel roof bar by a nightclub on a seaside terrace 
or in a local square, enjoy the night air in your own 
way. The night goes on and options multiply. Night-
clubs in the Canary Islands have a long history and 
their booths attract top DJs. With the warm nights 
and a constant stream of visitors looking for fun, 
the atmosphere is guaranteed. Some places even 
have outdoor dance floors. If you’re not a clubber, 
don’t worry. There are traditional dance halls and 
jazz clubs waiting for you.

saFety and eurOPean standards
In addition to an extensive infrastructure of ho-
tels, apartments and tourist services, the Canary 
Islands offer the peace of mind of travelling to a 
territory that forms part of the European Union, 
which observes European standards and makes 
its highly developed health system available to vis-
itors. The varied accommodation offering includes 
a complete catalogue of outdoor activities to enjoy 
in beautiful and unique natural settings: hiking, 
cycling and all sorts of adventure sports, including 
rock-climbing, paragliding, bungee jumping and 
loads more. Barely a 4-hour flight separates the 
average European capital from this land of happy, 
friendly and hospitable people, a place where 
mankind and nature go hand in hand.

canary islands—www.hellocanaryislands.
com/or www.spain.info 
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Spain is a Schengen country. Applications 
for Spain visas are granted by the Embassy 

of Spain in India, located in New Delhi and the 
Consulate General of Spain in Mumbai through 
their Visa Application Centres operated by VFS 
(India) Limited in New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengal-
uru, Pune, Kolkata, Chennai, Kochi, Chandigarh, 
Jalandhar, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, and Pu-
ducherry. For more details, visit www.vfsglobal.
com/spain/india.

GettinG there
1.) Most European and Middle Eastern airlines 
have connections to Spain.
2.) The travel time to Spain from a European 
capital is approximately two to three hours.
3.) Barcelona, Madrid, Malaga, Valencia, Ma-
jorca, Bilbao, Santiago de Compostela, Tenerife 
and Gran Canaria are connected by air to major 
European capitals.
4.) The currency of Spain is the Euro.

GettinG Around
Travelling by car is highly recommended if 
you intend to visit different cities. Highways 
and well-connected roads in Spain amount to 
165794 miles in total, ensuring the best connec-
tivity via road—one of the best in Europe.

Travelling by train is also a quick and effi-
cient option. Spain has a large railway network, 
which ranks second in the world. The AVEs 
(high-speed trains) will mesmerise you with 
their speed, punctuality and comfort. You will 
find train schedules and tariffs on this website: 
www.renfe.es. Online booking is also possible.

Transportation by buses is very popular since 
the coaches reach places where trains do not go. 

Travelling by plane is also a good choice 
since most of the Spanish cities have an air-
port and all the places in Spain are located an 
hour by plane or less from each other (with 
the exception of the Canary Islands which 
can be reached in less than three hours). 
It will save you time if you need to cover  
long distances.

WeAther in SPAin
Spain has a predominantly warm Mediterra-
nean climate, with dry summers and winters 
with balanced temperatures. If you travel to 
the Cantabrian coast in the north, you will 
find a temperate climate with high rainfall. 
Winters are mild and summer temperatures 
rarely exceed 25°C.

However, in the higher parts of the country like 
the Pyrenees, the mountains of Sierra Nevada, 
the Central and Iberian ranges, and the Canta-
brian Mountains, it is common to see snow from 
the beginning of winter to the end of spring. 

The Canary Islands, facing the coast of Africa, 
have mild climate throughout, with a year-
round average of 22°C on the coasts.

The temperature in the Balearic Islands in 
winter (December) ranges between 9.7 and 
16.5°C on average. In June, the summer tem-
peratures fluctuate between 18.4 and 25.9°C. By 
autumn (September), the climate in the Balearic 
Islands has average temperatures that fall be-
tween  19.8 and 27.1°C.

The east of Spain (the Mediterranean coast), 
experiences hot dry summers and mild winters. 
Sunshine is abundant, averaging six hours a day 
in winter and 12 in summer. Rainfall is highest 
in autumn and winter and very low in summer.

driVinG in SPAin
 To drive in Spain, you must be 18 years old or 
over. To rent a vehicle, you must be 21 or over. 
Many companies also require you to have held 
your driver’s licence for a minimum of one or 
two years. Remember that you will also require 
a credit card to rent a vehicle.
 
A VAlid driVer’S licence
If you are a citizen of an EU member state, you 
only require your valid driver’s li cense. If you 
are from another country, you will require an 
International driver’s license. Given that rules 
change from time to time, we suggest that you 
verify these requirements before you start 
your trip.
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