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EXCEEDED, AND DISTANT FRONTIERS EXPLORED.

Designed with the highest quality Dyneema i bres and woven with Shimano Tuff Cross Construction, this super silky eight strand 
PE line will see you confront and push new i shing limits.

Ocea EX8 is incredibly thin and smooth for its breaking strain, allowing anglers to i sh in depths, currents and under conditions that 
were previously inaccessible, while at the same time offering greater feel and sensitivity. With less than 1% elongation under load, 
Shimano Ocea EX8 PE line ensures that whatever happens at the lure end is translated to the angler in an instant.
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5 star ANCAP safety rating applies to D-MAX 4x4 Crew Cab variants built from November 2013, 4x2 High-ride Crew Cab variants built from November 2014. ^5 years or 130,000km whichever occurs first, for eligible customers; excludes accessories and trays. >The Capped Price 
Servicing Program applies to eligible Isuzu UTE vehicles with a warranty start date after 1 January 2015. The program covers the first 6 scheduled services in line with the scheduled service intervals. Program price subject to change. For full terms & conditions and current pricing 
go to isuzuute.com.au/service-plus.
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THE UNSEEN APPROACH
Secondly, and more to the point of this story 

is that the lure is well… bizarre. And that’s a 
good thing. We were  shing in Copeton Dam, 
a very popular inland water way in Northern 
NSW so can you imagine the amount of spinner 
baits, diving minnows and soft plastics these 
 sh must have seen. Just like most  sh are 

smart enough to realise not to eat a toad  sh, 
or perhaps Nemo knew not to touch the boat 
(insert obligatory Disney reference here), they 
quickly get a sense of what they shouldn’t be 
eating due to past experiences or possibly even 
an inbuilt evolutionary instinct. I dare you to 
say that three times fast! In short, perhaps there 
is a lot to be gained from using the sometimes 
weird and wonderful lures that are becoming 
increasingly more available, and maybe this 
could even debunk the common saying “match 
the hatch”. I doubt the latter as this will always 

be important in some forms of  shing but I 
would have to agree that there is a place for 
a lure that has absolutely no resemblance to 
anything alive and swimming. 

Jigging is a good example and in particular, 
the Japanese style of Inchiku. I mean really, 
what on earth could a painted chunk of lead 
and a brightly coloured skirt, bobbing up 
and down in the water column, possibly be 
imitating? Nothing! But there’s no denying 
their effectiveness as they appeal to another 
evolutionary instinct that a  sh has, and that’s 
what we refer to as a reaction bite. It’s often 
not out of hunger, but more out of curiosity for 
something that it hasn’t seen before. 

I love that there are now so many lures on 
the market that there is this need to constantly 
provide something weird and wonderful just 
to get the buyers attention. It opens up a whole 
new realm of creativity from the manufacturers 
and it ultimately gives us a choice of more 
effective lures where only a decade ago we had 
the choice of a standard soft plastic or a diving 
hardbody. It’s getting tough to even pigeon hole 
lures into a particular category now – and that’s 
a good thing.

Now I just need to convince 
the better half  that I can’t 
possibly get by without that 
brand new…

W
hen checking out the weird little 
contraption my mate had tied on, 
I wanted to laugh at the ridiculous 
look of the lure but I held back 
as I’ve learnt now not to mock 
anything until it’s been well and 
truly tested. The lure, an Imakatsu 

Alive Chatter has been around for a while now 
and I have seen the effectiveness of them  rst 
hand on the bass – another reason why I dared 
not judge this book by its cover. Tim promptly 
started casting into the dead timber and made a 
rather game call – “I’ll  nd a  sh with this one 
- I can feel it”. Considering we had been at it all 
morning for very poor results and the used lure 
jar was looking pretty full, I thought it was a 
fairly ambitious call but low and behold, not two 
casts later and Tim’s hooked up to a little golden 
perch amongst the snags below. 

As far as I can see, there were two factors at 
play here that contributed to a small amount of 
success on a previously slow morning. Firstly, 
this was his “go-to” lure, or “con  dence” lure 
if you will. It’s one that he’s had a lot of success 
with since  rst picking it up, he knows the lure 
well and exactly how it swims, what movements 
turn the  sh on and what depth it likes to run at. 
So he  shes it with a large degree of con  dence 
rather than the constantly chopping-and-
changing style that you might  sh a lure that you 
have no idea about. 

“It’s getting tough to even pigeon hole lures into a 
particular category now – and that’s a good thing”

Looking for a new 
lure? Why not try 
something a little 

outside the box

Micro jigs don’t 
represent an overly 
realistic presentation 
but their effectiveness 
is still apparent

The Imakatsu 
Alive Chatter is 
a strange little 

contraption but 
this little golden 

thought it was 
worth a taste

Ads

ON THE WATER
with Adam Nicolson

10   www.modernfishing.com.au



1300 463 463 gme.net.au

IS YOUR 

EPIRB 

DUE TO BE 

REPL ACED ?

† Source: Australian Maritime Safety Authority
*  66% of all beacons detected and determined as ‘Real Distress’ by AMSA during the 12 months 

from the 1st of July 2012 to the 30th of June 2013 were GME brand beacons. N.B.  A Personal 
Locator Beacon (PLB) is not a substitute for a 406 MHz EPIRB.

Next time you’re out on your boat, double check 

the expiration date of your EPIRB. 

If it has expired, or is approaching expiration, contact 

your local Authorised GME Dealer and discuss options for 

replacement, including updating to the latest GPS equipped 

model from GME. With a GPS equipped EPIRB, you will be 

located faster, and rescue authorities will be able to reach 

you sooner. It could save your life.

More Australian rescues 

start with GME than 

with any other brand*

GPS 
EQUIPPED

beacons can locate 
you within 20 mins

NON-GPS 
beacons can take 

up to 5 hrs†
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TAMING THE BEAST
T

here is a stigma about the Papua 
New Guinea black bass that has long 
captured the imagination of anglers. 
Claims that it is the hardest, toughest, 
meanest  sh that swims in freshwater 
is more than enough to draw anglers 
in from around the wild. However the 

issue is not just catching these hardcore beasts 
but accessing them. Endemic to PNG waters it 
can grow to more than 25kgs but the biggest 
hurdle is not just getting into the rivers but 
also getting permission from the local villagers 
whom own the water.

My old mate Jason Yip from Sport  shing PNG 
loves his bass and being a PNG national with the 
gift of the gab he has gained access to some of the 
most untouched rivers in the Western Province. 
With the main hurdle of access out of the way I 
recently jumped at the opportunity to take on the 
toughest  sh in freshwater.

        HAVE YOUR SAY! 
Join the conversation at
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MODERNFISHING 

The problem with black bass is that they 
are ambush hunters who hold up in the snags 
and believe me they don’t like coming out. The 
moment they hit the lure, they are already on 
their way back in to the snags. There is only one 
way to win and that is with sheer brute force and 
still it often ends in tears. The drag is tightened 
up with pliers so hard you can’t even physically 
pull line off the spool

It had been several years since I had done 
battle with black bass but instantly I remembered 
the pain. With 50kg braid and a 50kg leader 
you’d think it would be impossible to bust off, 
especially considering it is in freshwater. Well on 
the  rst snag I was brought to my knees almost 
immediately and even with my thumb locked on 
the spool and the boat driving out of the snags I 
couldn’t stop the  sh and got completely cleaned 
up with barely a chance to crank the handle.

Next pass was even worse, I got cleaned up in 

a nano second. Five passes later I had rerigged 
 ve times and still hadn’t even seen a  sh. It 

was so frustrating; seriously what do you have 
to do to catch one of these things?! In the end I 
upgraded to 75kg leader, the same stuff I use to 
catch marlin and tuna, only to get drilled again!

It’s dif  cult to describe the frustration you feel 
when you just keep getting blown away, these 
 sh are borderline unstoppable. In the end I had 

just about lost all my lures and was starting to 
wonder what on earth I was going to do, when 
I spotted one of my lures drifting by, the bass 
having thrown it already. Seeing this as an omen 
I retied it on for one last-ditch effort.

This time instead of casting we decided to 
troll so the boat was ready to drag the  sh out 
as soon as we connected. Passing a drowned 
tree my recycled lure got hammered so hard I 
almost got dragged over on the bite. At  rst it 
came out but then it dragged me back and I felt 
that sickening feeling as the line was running 
through the timber, but luckily we turned the 
 sh and it came free.

Out in the open I  nally got to see my  rst 
black bass for the day after several attempts. At 
just 8kgs it wasn’t a monster, but after all the 
bust offs I was stoked because  nally I had won. 
However my elation was short lived because on 
the very next pass I got annihilated again. When 
it comes to sheer strength and brute force the 
PNG black bass has few rivals.

What a  sh!.  

The “pup” that Al fi nally 
managed to tame after 

losing fi ve unstoppables

Al gets reacquainted 
with one of the 

toughest fi sh in 
the world 

g p ,, gg p

“When it comes to sheer strength the 
PNG black bass has few rivals – what a fi sh!”

SENIOR CONTRIBUTOR
with Al McGlashen
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NOBODY
SAW COMING

HERE’S A PAIR

We’ve refi ned the technology and dramatically improved the reliability

to bring you the next generation of electric trolling motors so advanced 

and so precise, the fi sh will never hear you coming. From the durable

and versatile all new X3, through to the wireless, stealth-like Xi5, this

pair delivers the ultimate fi shing experience, so you can now focus

purely on the catch.

Visit mercurymarine.com.au for your nearest MotorGuide dealer.

The perfect companion to the Xi5, Pinpoint 

GPS takes boat control to the next level. 

With an ultra-precise receiver and two 

digital compasses, it teams up with your 

trolling motor to deliver best-in-class boat 

navigation.
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- Adam Nicolson  -  Modern Fishing Editor
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CATCH 
OF THE 
MONTH

Congratulations to the winner of our Catch of the Month 
competition! Email your entries to the Modern Fishing 
team at editorial@modernfi shing.com.au
for your chance to win next month

HOW TO ENTER
If you’d like a chance to win a LOWRANCE Mark 4 Sounder, 
send us an email at editorial@modernfi shing.com.au

The Lowrance Mark 4 Sounder unit features track-back 
technology, a Mini-SD card slot and is valued at $299 RRP. 

Make sure you include a high-resolution photo and a bit 
of information about yourself and your catch. The winner of 
Catch of the Month will be decided by the Modern Fishing 
team on not only the quality of the catch, but the story
behind it too!

WORTH $299!

GREEN & GOLD

‘YAK ATTACK

Hi Guys! 
My name is Bae Harding and I am 15 years of age. I 

went out to sea recently and nailed this 23kg dolly! The 
thing fought like crazy, pulling me almost fully out of 
the game chair after it took off again after the leader was 
grabbed! It was caught on a Joe Yee skirted lure, 50km off 
the Gold Coast! What a day!

Bae Harding

G’day Modern Fishing, 
Three days after the recent full 

moon in the Macleay River, NSW 
proved to be a good time to launch 
my ‘yak for a mulloway plastic 
session. On the 2nd cast of the 
morning, the plastic was touched 
on the drop and after a swift 
jerk of the rod tip, the 15lb braid 
started peeling off the Sustain at 
an insane speed. Thinking I had 

hooked a king  sh, the  rst run of 
50m stopped and a few big head 
shakes had me guessing otherwise. 
After being towing around for 5-10 
minutes, I had managed to land 
a solid Jew of 1.05m and 12.5kg 
on 15lb gear, my new kayak PB. It 
was an unreal  ght on light gear. 
Hope you enjoy the photo of this 
awesome  sh!!

Mitch Whitbread

m

m
o
j

WINNER!

G’day Bae,
Cheers for dropping us a line mate and congratulations on 

that beast of a mahi mahi. At that size, we know exactly how 
hard a big bull can fi ght so it’s a good effort in landing it. 

We thought such a solid fish is pretty deserving of 
a prize so we’re all happy to say that you’ve won this 
month’s top catch! 

Keep an eye on the mail box buddy as there’s a brand new 
Lowrance Mark 4 sounder coming your way!

MF Team

Hi Mitch,
That’s a great catch from the ‘yak mate, certainly one 

that will test your skills. You’re face looks a little familiar 
too buddy. We believe you’ve made the MF pages a couple of 
times before and if our memory serves us correctly, with a big 
jack that snagged you the catch of the month a while back. ;) 

Good to see you’re still catching them bud!
MF Team

MODERN FISHING   15



CATCH OF 
THE MONTH B’DAY ON THE BAY

Hi Guys,
I just wanted to tell you about what turned out to be the 

greatest  shing trip of my life. 
For my Birthday this year my wife booked myself and my 

best mate Az on a day trip  shing out of Hervey bay. From the 
moment we hit the water the reels were screaming and it was 
one tuna after another for over 6 hours. Totally shagged from all 
the action, we decided to troll for a marlin just to have a break. 
Not 10 minutes into getting our breath back we got our  rst 
hit and soon after I landed my  rst black marlin! To say I was 
excited is an understatement as we then spent the rest of the day 
trolling and managed 5 hook ups with two marlin successfully 
boated and released. I can’t thank the missus enough, the best 
birthday ever!!

John

G’day Modern Fishing,
Just want to say I love the articles you guys 

produce - they have helped me achieve many 
new PB’s.

So, I’ve been saying for the last 3 years that 
I want to catch a legal saltwater barra during 
the open season. Living in Mackay you would 
think that this would be pretty easy but I 
guess I never went after it hard enough. Well, 
here’s the story of how I  nally did end up 
catching my  rst salty (although not quite 
legal) barra.

After getting rained out of my original 
 shing spot around the Mackay Harbour 

early one Saturday morning, I decided to 
try for a spot that a local had put me onto 
in the Pioneer River. After the rain cleared I 
had to do some exploring in the fourby but 
eventually I found the spot. It looked very 
promising with bait schools and birds diving 
everywhere! Five minutes before I decided 
to leave, I saw a barra chase some bait near 
the surface. After a solid hour’s casting I had 
no takes and decided to call it a day. The 
next morning I decided to return and after 
watching a barra follow my 3inch Z-Man 
minnow to my feet, I changed to a 4 inch 

Swimmerz and hooked up on the third cast! 
Not a monster but it put up a good  ght on 
the light gear! At about 52cm, this was my 
 rst barra and all of this happened right in 

the nick of time on the last morning of open 
season. I’m spewing that I couldn’t get a 
proper sel  e with him but I was on my own 
on the rocks and wanted to get him back in 
the water ASAP. Now that I’ve had a taste I 
can’t wait for the season to open again! .

Dean

Great letter John!
This is exactly what this competition is all about. We love 

hearing tales of other fi shos adventures and nothing beats 
a success story for a birthday trip! As if the tuna weren’t 
enough, to top the day off with a couple of marlin (let alone 
your fi rst) makes for a pretty special experience. 

Thanks for dropping us a line and keep chasing them John!
MF Team

And that’s why we do it Dean!
All the tips we publish in this mag are 

for guys like you – so you can gain the 
knowledge to get out there and score 
the fish you’re after. Whether it’s a new 
species like a barra or you’re looking to 
better a previous record, this is the kind of 
success story we are aiming for when we 
put each mag together. 

That first barra is always the start of 
an obsession so no doubt we’ll be seeing 
more of your fish Dean and no doubt 
they’ll be growing too!

MF Team

IN THE NICK OF TIME
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INSPIRED BY COMFORT

Get the most out of your fridge - View a range of accessories, handy tips, FAQ, retailer search and more:

Freecall 1800 21 21 21  

www.dometic.com.au

 KEEPIN’ IT FRESH!
Dometic has a range of great products to help keep your food, drinks and catch fresh on your next fi shing adventure. Whether 

it’s keeping it cool in a Cool-Ice icebox, freezing it in a CFX or sealing it with a Vacuum sealer,  everything will be kept fresh until 

you’re ready to enjoy them. Keep it fresh with Dometic!

WAECO 
CFX-95DZ2
Portable compressor 

fridge & freezer

The new CFX-95DZ2 is the ideal 

fi shing companion that features 

dual independently controlled 

fridge or freezer compartments, 

plus all the quality features of 

the CFX range.

12/24/240 volt operation

Dual reversible lids

New Wi-Fi enable control and 

monitoring iOS/Android app*

Rugged features

Superior cooling up to 50°C 

below ambient temperature

Ergonomic control panel

Generous lid seal gaskets 

with air pockets

* App for CFX-95DZ2 only

The WAECO Cool-Ice icebox 

range comes in nine different 

sizes so there is a WAECO 

Cool-Ice icebox to suit any 

size catch.

Thick polyurethane 

refrigeration grade foam 

insulation

Strong, ergonomic 

polyethylene handles  

(WCI-42 and up)

Integrated tie down points

ABS latches with stainless 

steel fixing screws

Capacity range from 13 to 

111 litres

WAECO Cool-Ice
Rotomoulded iceboxes

With the new lightweight, low 

profi le vacuum sealer from 

Dometic you can lock your 

catch, bait and more in airtight 

packaging designed to keep 

it fresh up to fi ve times longer* 

than refrigeration alone. The 

Dometic Vacuum sealer has 

manual and automatic sealing 

functions, and runs on both 12V 

DC and 240V AC power, ideal 

for the high seas or on the road.

* Various factors affect the storage life of food.
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NEW!

Dometic Vacuum 
sealer
12/240 volt



NO FUN!

RUN OFF BARRA



Top End local Chris Errity shows you what 
fi shing the run-off for big barra is all about. 

Whether it’s a guided trip or a DIY, 
follow these tips to fi nd the fi sh 

WORDS AND IMAGES BY CHRIS ERRITY
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W
ithout hesitation, I 
will tell you that the 
best time to target 
barramundi in the 
Northern Territory 
is during the run-
off, just after the wet 

season, as the swollen  oodwaters 
start to recede on the large tidal 
river systems. The Wet season starts 
around October with the majority of 
rain falling from January to March. 
It ends in May with the Dry season 
of  cially starting in June. The best 
time to  sh the run-off is from March 
to May. This is the time of year to  sh 
the large tidal river systems as the 
 oodwaters recede off the swollen 
 oodplains. Small creeks and gutters 

entering the main river system 
draining the surrounding  oodplains 
are the main focus for most anglers. 
These areas will hold many bait  sh 
that are  eeing the  oodplains as 
they dry up. The ambush predators 
are never far away during this 
time and barra will line up at these 
junctions to gorge themselves with 
food while it is so readily available. 

Every year intrepid barra anglers 
wait for monsoonal rain to hit the Top 

End thus signalling the beginning of 
the run-off. This can occur as early 
as December some years, but is more 
likely to happen in January. This 
is the time when large numbers of 
barramundi can be targeted  shing 
run-offs on the many large river 
systems across the Top End. When the 
 rst rains come the billabongs  ll up, 

spill onto the  oodplains and start 
to  ow into the main river systems 
through various creeks and channels. 
This is the early run-off where huge 
numbers of barra can be encountered 
if you are in the right place at the 
right time.

Often the barramundi encountered 
are dark in colour as they  ee the 
billabongs to enter the tidal rivers 
and begin feeding. This is the time of 
year when barramundi reign supreme 
and put on prime condition as they 
engorge themselves with plenty of 
food during this rich time of the year. 
The early run-off can be frustrating 
at times as there is often a lack of bait 
 sh around. The prime time is after 

the wet season when bait  sh species 
have had plenty of time to breed up 
and grow quickly before exiting the 
 oodplains into the rivers.

A swamp dog barra taken 

in the tannin water up 

near the fl oodplain of 

Magela Creek

When targeting barramundi during 
the run-off you should look for colour 
changes and the presence of bait  sh. 
Often you will notice the barramundi 
actively feeding in these areas. Observe 
the size and pro  le of the bait  sh they 
are feeding on and then try to match 
them as closely as possible with the 
lures you have available. This will 
de  nitely improve your chances of 
catching these  sh. If the  sh stop biting 
then don’t be afraid to keep trying new 
lures. Look at different depths, actions 
and colours to try and maximise your 
chances of catching these  sh. Soft 
plastics and vibes also work well on 
barramundi, particularly when they are 
holding on the bottom in areas of fast 
 owing current. The weight of the soft 

plastic will enable you to get down to 
where the  sh are holding.

Sometimes barra will be feeding on 
the surface too. This is a great time to 
target these  sh as the surface strikes 
are extremely exciting, even though 
the hook-up rates are low due to them 
being quite clumsy surface feeders. 
Surface lures such as poppers,  zzers 
and dog walkers will all work well in 
these situations. These lures also work 

SO, WHAT’S THE GO?

ET with a nice dark coloured 
fi sh taken at a major river 
junction in March

A big barra tries to shake 
a tiger lily Bomber

RUN OFF BARRA
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extremely well at night when the  sh 
are most active. The noise they make 
when worked across the surface will 
quite often attract the attention of a 
feeding barra. Often an erratic retrieve 
will work best in this situation thus 
imitating a distressed bait  sh. Night 
 shing in this manner, particularly 

on or near a full moon phase can 
provide some intense sessions on this 
magni  cent sport  sh.

Most of the time there are mostly 
small-fry bait  sh around at the 
mouths of the creeks and gutters, 
but the barramundi will still feed 
voraciously on these  sh inhaling 
multiple  sh each time they open 
their bucket-like mouths. During 
these feeding frenzies it pays to 
down size your lures to increase your 
chances of landing a few  sh. Small 
shallow diving minnows often used 
for trout and bream down south can 
be successful in these situations. 
However, the most popular method at 
the moment is to use small plastics on 
light spin tackle. The light spin tackle 
allows the angler to still be able to cast 
the smaller, lighter lures over a longer 
distance. Terminal tackle upgrades 

are a must though when using these 
smaller lures as they are rarely 
designed to stand up to the harsh 
treatment a big barra can dish out.

Regularly monitoring river heights 
is the best way to plan your assault. 
Most of the time a river will  sh 
better as it starts to drop. This way 
the run-offs will start to  ow into the 
river again and hopefully bait  sh will 
gather at the mouths. You must also 
be aware of the tidal movement on 
these larger rivers. An outgoing tide 
will often  sh better as the height of 
the river drops and the run-offs  ow 
harder into the river. However, if the 
river is quite  ooded, then often the 
incoming tide will work better as it 
backs up the fast water  ow on the 
run-offs slowing down the current 
and thus creating better water clarity.

Look for signs of bait  sh - this 
is the number one rule! Sometimes 
you’ll need to move around quite 
a bit before  nding a gutter that is 
producing well. Look for white egrets 
or ‘barra birds’ as we affectionately 
call them here in the Top End as 
they are often present in areas where 
bait  sh are prevalent. Once you do 

 nd a gutter with good numbers of 
bait  sh present, then work the area 
thoroughly. Keep changing your lure 
types and depths to cover all angles. 
Be patient too, especially if you  nd 
evidence of barra feeding in the area. 
You’ll often need to work the area 
thoroughly to reap rewards most of 
the time and barra can switch on and 
off very rapidly.y p y

The lads cast a likely 

looking spot in the 

Daly River during the 

run-off

A monster swampy 
landed at the top of the 

Wildman River
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The Daly River is one such river that 
 shes well during the early run-off. 

There is a large resident population 
of barramundi in the river at all 
times and they are very quick to 
congregate at a creek mouth as soon 
as it starts  owing. So not only will 
you catch billabong barra as they 
exit into the main river, but you 
will also catch some nice silver  sh 
as they move up the river to feed. 
Many large metre plus barra can also 
be targeted at this time of year as 
they congregate at these small creek 
mouths for an early feed.

Observe your surroundings at all 
times when  shing the Daly as there 

is also a large resident population 
of mullet in this river. These much 
larger bait  sh will often turn up on 
an incoming spring tide moving up 
the river on the current. They too are 
attracted to the freshwater  owing 
out of creeks at this time of year and 
with larger bait  sh present, comes 
the presence of larger barra. When 
the mullet schools appear, switch 
to larger shallow diving lures such 
as Reidys B52’s and Bombers. Large 
plastics up to 20cm in length also 
work well in this situation. Work 
your lure in the same direction that 
the current is  owing and the bait 
 sh are moving. This way you should 

hopefully improve your strike rate.
Also don’t be afraid to  sh at night. 

Often the barra will become more 
active at night and thus far easier to 
catch. Be willing to stay on a run-off 
for some time as there will often be 
peak times during the day and tide 
that the barra will feed. I have often 
stayed at one run-off for many hours 
landing only a few  sh knowing 
that at a certain time of the tide or 
the day, the  sh will come on for 
a short period of time. It’s in these 
short periods that you hear of people 
catching cricket scores of barra in a 
very small amount of time and what 
the run-off is all about.

THE DALY

Chris and ET with a 
magnifi cent 123cm barra 
landed at the mouth of 
Love Creek in Finke Bay

RUN OFF BARRA
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A big croc makes 
waves on the Swim 

Creek fl odplain

Another barra hooked at 
a small junction up on the 
Moil River fl oodplain



Sometimes the rains come late in the 
season and the  oodplains don’t cop 
such a soaking over a long period of 
time and so they empty much more 
quickly than usual. Make sure you 
are ready and prepared to  sh this 
short window of opportunity. I have 
lived in the Territory all my life and 
so have witnessed and  shed several 
late wet seasons where the run-off 
has just about  nished by mid-April. 
The  shing has still been intense, 
especially if you are in the right place 
at the right time, but the options 
and time available have been less 
depending on where the majority of 
the rain has fallen. Observe the Bureau 
of Meteorology’s website to try and 
ascertain which river catchments have 
caught the most rain during the wet 
season. Plan your trips to  sh these 
river catchments as theoretically the 
run-off should last a little longer. If 
you have the luxury of  shing out of 
your own boat this is great but if you’re 
opting for a charter, look for those 
guys that are willing to  sh various 
areas depending on the conditions.

There are complex ecosystems 
involved on the  oodplains of our 

expansive rivers. If we receive an 
average wet season starting in 
December and ending in April, these 
ecosystems thrive and there is an 
abundance of food available to the 
barramundi. The smaller bait  sh 
species such as rainbow  sh, glass 
 sh and perch have plenty of time to 

grow quickly and breed while on the 
 oodplains if they become  ooded 

around December to January. As the 
 oodwater recedes at the end of the wet 

season, these bait  sh species enter the 
large river systems through various 
gutters and creeks. The barra are aware 
of this and will be waiting at all times 
to enjoy this smorgasbord of food

Aim to have a good selection of 
smaller lures than usual to match the 
hatch during this shorter period of run-
off. Small plastics and minnows should 
work well in this situation. There is 
such a large selection of lures available 
on the market now it is dif  cult to 
know which ones will work best, but 
if you have a reasonable selection 
available you should hopefully 
improve your chances of catching 
plenty of  sh. There are many plastics 
available now so just aim to have a few 

in different colours and styles around 
40-50mm in length. Also make sure 
you have some that are weedless in 
case you need to  sh deep in the snags. 
Zerek Flat Shads work well and can be 
worked through snags and weed beds 
with ease. There are also many small 
hard bodied lures and some that I use 
regularly include Classic Warlocks in 
the 68mm size, Reidys Little Lucifers 
and small B52’s along with small 
Bombers and Killalure Flatz Rats. 

When smaller bait  sh are prevalent 
at the mouths of gutters and run-offs 
the barramundi are generally more 
dif  cult to land. The schools consist 
of many small  sh packed in tight 
together to reduce their chances of 
being taken. When the barra are 
feeding on these pods of bait  sh they 
can be dif  cult to deceive using lures 
as they are honing in on many small 
vibrations together from the schools of 
 sh rather than just the one vibration 

sent out by your lure. Persist with your 
casting when this occurs even though 
it can be extremely frustrating. Only 
by casting often and working the area 
thoroughly will you improve your 
chances of landing a  sh.

Andrew Maher with a 109cm barra 
taken fast trolling a Classic 160 in 

the fl ooded Daly River

READY & WAITING
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ALLIGATOR RIVERSG O S

Spring tides generally work better on 
the large tidal rivers during the run-off, 
particularly if you are targeting areas 
where schools of mullet are likely to 
turn up. It is not uncommon to see 
huge schools of large mullet moving 
up the tidal rivers on spring tides and 
they are often accompanied by hordes 
of hungry  sh. As barra do, mullet 
respond to fresh water entering a 
system and will often travel up onto 
a  oodplain to feed on a large spring 
tide. Make sure you’re positioned well 
on a gutter or creek mouth as the tide 
starts to move in and  sh the mouth 
while the mullet are present. Once the 
tide starts pushing in, the mullet start 
to move further up and so should you 
as the barra will follow these schools as 
the tide  oods. I do this often on larger 
tributaries such as Clear Creek on the 
Daly River and Brook Creek at the 
mouth of the South Alligator River.

Tides are extremely important when 
 shing the rivers in the Northern 

Territory. During spring tides the 
upper reaches of the river  sh 
well along with some of the larger 
tributaries. The larger spring tides 
push up into these areas slowing 
down the  ow of the freshwater 
coming off the  oodplains. This allows 
schools of mullet and other bait  sh 
to move more freely up the river and 
onto the  oodplains. The barramundi 
also move around more on the spring 
tides using the strong push on the 
incoming to move up into these areas 
to feed. Usually larger tributaries such 
as Brook Creek on the South Alligator 
River and Magela creek on the East 
alligator  sh better when there are 
large amounts of freshwater coming 
off the  oodplains. As the  oodwaters 
recede the upper reaches of these 
rivers  sh better as they still have a 

n 

ws 

h 

s 

large amount of freshwater present 
compared to the smaller tributaries, 
run-offs and gutters.

When  shing the upper reaches of 
the South and East Alligator Rivers, 
make sure you arrive quickly after 
a period of substantial monsoonal 
rain when the river  rst starts 
to drop. Many small gutters and 
run-offs will  ow freely straight 
into the river after good rainfall, 
but usually only for a short time. 
Many small waterfalls will also  ow 
off the banks and provide areas 
for barramundi to ambush prey. 
Sometimes these small waterfalls 
can provide exhilarating  shing 
particularly if there are schools of 
bait  sh present. However, as there 
are often many of these present it 
is best to  nd the ones with bait 
quickly so you do not waste much 
time looking around barren areas.

24   www.modernfishing.com.au24   www.modernfishing.com.au

RUN OFF BARRA

Observe the 
beautiful tannin 
coloured water 
exiting this creek 
during the run-off



Tamlin Little with a nice barra 
landed at the mouth of the 
Mary River in February

The Mary River and the run-off 
creeks around it in Finke and 
Chambers Bay usually  sh better 
when there is a lot of fresh water 
 owing from them. Once again 

particularly with the coastal creeks, 
 sh the mouths of them on large 

spring tides. This backs up the  ow 
of the freshwater running out and 
allows barra and bait  sh to move 
around more freely. 

On one such trip to Love creek in 
Finke Bay with ET we experienced 
an incredible session on the barra. 
The tide was pushing in quickly over 
the  ats and plenty of mullet were 
nervously entering the main channel 
to travel upstream. We tied up to a 
tree only 200m in from the mouth 
and started casting. Straight away we 
hooked up on several small  sh in 
the 60’s which was a great start to the 
session. I noticed that there were a 
few barra feeding on the surface and 

so I tried a shallow swimming big 
green Bomber. On my second cast a 
massive  sh struck my lure only 2m 
behind the boat. Even though I didn’t 
see the  sh, I knew it was a monster 
judging by the massive boil it left 
on the surface. The big girl powered 
off downstream and soon had me 
stitched up on some mangroves. ET 
moved the boat out into the middle of 
the creek so I could apply pressure on 
the  sh and move it out of the sticks. 
As soon as it was free it powered 
off to the only large snag around in 
the middle of the creek. All I could 
do was thumb the spool on my 
Chronarch and hope for the best. As 
luck would have it, the  sh turned 
only inches before the snag allowing 
me to pump it back towards the boat. 
We still hadn’t seen the  sh at any 
stage during the  ght and so had no 
idea as to its size. Slowly I worked it 
back towards the boat and it was at 

MARY RIVER

A big barra takes to 

the air. This is what the 

run-off is all about!

HIRE BOATS
If you’re travelling from inter-state, 
don’t feel like you need to tow your 
own boat thousands of kays just 
to get in on the action. At that sort 
of expense you may as well hire a 
charter. However, a cheap way of 
doing it yourself is to go the hire 
boat option and there are some great 
companies that now offer some very 
well equipped boats, perfectly suited 
to fi shing in the Top End.

DARWIN BOAT HIRE
0421 237 409
E: info@jerusalemcreek.com.au

HOOKED UP BOAT HIRE
0417 811 402
E: admin@hookedupboathire.com.au

OUTBACK BOAT HIRE
0400 592 939
W: outbackboathire.com.au
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Andrew releases 

the big girl

This barra took a liking 
to a large Long Shot 
chartreuse Bomber

this stage that it  nally showed its 
immense size to us. As it rolled just 
under the boat ET and I both gasped 
at its bulk. This was surely a 120 
plus and thus one hell of a wild  sh. 
Finally after what seemed an eternity 
ET netted the  sh to our great relief.

It took both of us to lift it into 
the boat due to its immense size. 
We placed it on the tape and it 
measured out to a massive 123cm and 
weighed in excess of 50lbs. This was 
a sensational barra and the second 
biggest I had ever landed. We released 
the  sh and watched it swim off 
into the distance. This is what barra 
 shing is all about in the Territory. 

Sharing such a magni  cent capture 
with a good mate and catching it all 
on  lm. For years ET and I had been 
trying to land a barra over 120cm and 
it had  nally happened. 

The Mary River is a large river with 
an extensive  oodplain system that 
empties out into Chambers Bay via 

two mouths. Sampan Creek mouth is 
the major mouth of the Mary through 
which most water  ows after the wet 
season and Tommy Cut Creek is the 
other major outlet. Every year during 
the run-off, large barramundi are 
caught in these areas by trolling lures 
along the edges of the channels where 
the barra are feeding.

When targeting these large 
barramundi around the Mary, it 
is important to take note of tidal 
in  uences on the system. Often the 
 shing will improve on either change 

of the tide. However, earlier in the 
wet when the river is  ooded and 
much freshwater is pumping out into 
Chambers Bay, the  shing will often 
improve on the turn of the low tide as 
the tide starts to push in over the  ats 
thus slowing down the out  owing 
current. As the current slows the water 
clarity often improves, which increases 
your chances of hooking barra when 
trolling. Schools of mullet will also 

start to move up the river channel and 
the feeding barra will follow them. 

Neap tides usually  sh better at 
the mouths of Sampan and Tommy 
Cut as the water clears up on the 
smaller tidal movement. However, 
good  shing can be found in these 
areas on spring tides as well, but 
usually further out to sea where 

the current is less and so the water 
clarity is better. Always look for 
pockets of cleaner water as this will 
improve your chances of catching 
barra when trolling. Also keep a look 
out for other species of  sh feeding 
like cat  sh and thread  n salmon. 
Quite often the barra will be feeding 
in the same area.

Tamlin Little casts a 
likely looking spot on a 
small run-off creek on 
the lower Daly River

RUN OFF BARRA
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The depth you  sh is an important factor to consider. As 
the tide starts to come in the barra move off the extensive 
 ats in the area to feed on the mullet schools as they travel 

up the river. Many of the mullet schools hug the edge 
of the channel as they move up the river. This is a good 
area to troll at the start of the incoming tide in relatively 
shallow water. Observe your sounder and try to stay in 
around 2-3m depth as you troll the incoming tide. A 3D 
sounder with side and down imaging will certainly help 
you  nd where the  sh are congregating. I usually have 
a shallow diving lure like a bomber or large Reidy’s B52 
on the shallower side of the boat, closest to the  at and 
a deeper diver like a classic 10+ in the deeper part of the 
channel. This way I have all depths covered and hopefully 
improve my chances of landing a  sh.

I’ve also noticed that trolling the lures a long  way 
behind the boat (up to 50m) improves my strike rate 
and I’ll always put in the extra effort to work the lure 
while trolling. This simply gives the lure a more enticing 
action and aids your chances of getting the attention of 
a nearby  sh. Take note of your surroundings and other 
anglers  shing in the area too. I have noticed that schools 
of feeding barra often move into the mouth at certain 
times and if you can  nd what depth they are working 
and which lure will work best at that depth you will 

only improve your chances of landing them. When you 
receive a strike, work the area hard and try to stay with 
the school of feeding barra. Often they will only feed for a 
short period of time and so it is important to stay with the 
school when they are in feeding mode.

Start trolling out wide from the river mouths as the 
tide turns to come in. This is where the barra will  rst 
start to feed. As the tide rises work your way in towards 
the mouth as the barra will often do the same. As the 
water level rises start to work the steeper banks and snags 
around the mouth with deeper diving lures like the Barra 
Classic 10+. If the  shing slows at the mouth, move up the 
river following the  sh. Fish until the top of the tide as 
the current abates signalling another prime time to target 
large barra. Just on high tide the current will drop off 
for a short period of time and often the water clarity will 
improve as a result of this. Many large barra have been 
landed at this time near the mouth as they freely move 
around in the period of slack tide to feed. 

As the tide starts to recede and the current picks up 
again move out away from the mouth and onto the  ats 
where the current is moving slower. Find the edges of 
the channel and look for those pockets of cleaner water 
to target the barra as they once again move out from the 
river and onto the  ats. Trolling a little faster than usual 

TECHNIQUES
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ET with a metrey 
from the mouth of a 
small run-off creek 

in Finke Bay



has also been found to be more 
effective at times particularly on 
larger barra. This method has also 
worked well on the Daly River where 
fast trolling has accounted for some 
extremely large  sh. The strikes from 
large barra at this faster trolling 
speed are vicious with the  sh quite 
often rocketing up to two metres out 
of the water. They seem to hit the 
lure with more gusto and so hook-up 
rates are usually better than at slower 
trolling speeds.

Finally remember to be courteous 
towards other anglers  shing in the 
same area. Quite often there can be 
up to 40 boats present trolling the 
mouths of these creeks in the run-off 
period. Observe trolling patterns 
and give other anglers plenty of 
room particularly when they hook 
up. A little courtesy can go a long 
way in this sort of environment and 
hopefully allows most people present 
to have the chance of landing a 
trophy  sh.  

Sam Errity’s PB barra at 
105cm caught trolling at 
the mouth of the Mary! 
His brother Kym helps 
him hold it for a pic

REPUTABLE OPERATIONS
A guided trip to the Top End is by far and away your 
best shot at getting onto a hot barra bite during the 
run-off period. Most of these operators are very 
good at what they do leaving you with nothing to 
do except enjoy the fi shing. Here are some great 
operators that will be sure to put you on the spot.

OBSESSION FISHING CHARTERS
0439 816 931
E: info@obsessionfi shing.com.au

DNA (DARWIN’S NORTH AUSTRALIA BARRA 
FISHING)
0419 931 677
E: duanetrouchet@bigpond.com

TERRITORY GUIDED FISHING
0432 011 295
E: info@ntfi shing.com.au

VISION SPORTFISHING CHARTERS
0428 105 568
E: info@visionsportfi shing.com

BAREFOOT FISHING SAFARIS
0417 272 871
W: barefootfi shingsafaris.com.au

HELIFISH
0408 872 212
E: info@helifi sh.com.au

CANNON CHARTERS
1300 661 216
E: mvcannon@cannoncharters.com.au

VIV’S BARRAMUNDI AND SPORTFISHING SAFARIS
0419 812 188
E: vbss@vivsbarra.com.au

DHIPIRRI BARRA AND SPORTFISHING LODGE
0409 847 867
E: info@darrensbarra.com.au

ARNHEMLAND BARRAMUNDI NATURE LODGE
 (08)89831544
E: roger@nafa.com.au

has also been found to be more Finally remember to be courteous

A solid fi sh landed at the mouth 

of a run-off creek on the Daly
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WWW.MAGSTORE.COM.AU  |  FREE CALL 1800 801 647

( orth $99 50)

LURESFREE

10
th $99 50)

ISSUES OF FOR
ONLY$59

(worth $99.50)

OF THESE LURE PACKS FOR FREE!

1 x Rapala Ultra Light Shad 4cm
1 x Rapala Ultra Light Crank
1 x Storm Fluttuu er Stick 4cm
6 x Storm Twitching Nipper 5.5cm
1 x Storm Gomoku Micro Jig 8g
1 x Rapala Rippini Rap 05

Total lure value: $82.70

1 x Rapala Floating X-Rap 12
1 x Rapala Clackin  Rap1 x Rapala Clackin’ Rap
1 x Storm Thunder Barra Medium
1 x Storm Twitch Stick

Total lure value: $85.80

1 x X-Rap Magnum 15 Bunker
1 x 1 x Rapala X-Rap

Magnum 30 Brown Squid
1 x Williamson Speed Pro 160 AYU

Total lure value: $92.85

Pack 1: FINESSE KITFINESSE KIT Pack 2: BARRA KITBARRA KIT Pack 3: BLUEWATERBLUEWATER
TROLLING  KIT

SAVE UP TO $126.30
8011 666444477777
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Norbs fi nds the softer side of some 

monster freshwater natives  
WORDS BY DEAN NORBIATO

IMAGES DEAN NORBIATO, AARON HILL
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S
oft plastic lures have long 
been the domain of the 
saltwater angler, as they  ick 
for  atties, strike for snapper 
and bob for bream. While 
they are a staple lure in the 
salt, they are now starting 

to  nd a home in more freshwater 
 shermen’s tackle boxes as a ‘go to’ 

lure for large natives. 
Soft plastics are a no fuss lure that 

take many forms, but are traditionally 
characterised by their silent nature 
and  exible bodies. They are a great 
lure to turn to when you are trying to 
‘match the hatch’ and use a realistic 
lure that mimics the food the  sh are 
actually eating. 

Many anglers will also instinctively 
tie on a softie when the  shing action 
slows, as they try to kick-start a shut 
down bite. In my opinion there is no 
better lure in your box when you are 
subtly trying to  nesse a bite under 
trying conditions.

I will confess that for a long while 
I only turned to them in the fresh as 
a last resort, when all other methods 
drew a blank. Having to earn their 
stripes like any other new lure type, 
we would only give the softies a 
swim when the rattlers, spinnerbaits, 
deep divers and surface lures had 
drawn a blank. 

It wasn’t until I was  shing with 
angling-ace Aaron Hill a few seasons 
ago that their big  sh pulling power 
was realised. As we lowered the 
kayak into the lukewarm water of 
the ‘Bidgee, I noticed in disbelief that 

PLASTIC FANTASTIC
A lot of the soft plastic lures for natives 
in Australia owe their origins to the 
humble French made Floppy. The 
original Floppy soft plastic bibbed 
diver that came in three sizes was made 
by Pezon et Mitchel in France in the late 
40’s. It soon made its way to our shores 
and was  rst used predominately as 
a trolling lure as most anglers were 
sporting Alvey sidecast reels and stout 
 breglass rods. Not the best combo for 

casting light lures. 
Rigged and unrigged paddle tails, 

shads, worms, lizards and grubs 
then started to make small waves 
in freshwater circles, as a novel 
lifelike bait. These were used by the 
minority and never really garnered as 
much mainstream attention as their 

hardbody brethrens. 
Fast-forward to today and while 

still not as popular as a big diving 
hardbody or shiny spinnerbait on 
large natives, soft plastic lures are 
fast becoming a ‘must have’ lure in all 
serious native  shermen’s tackle boxes. 

By far the standout type of soft 
plastic is the hybrid soft plastic 
vibe lures, like the Jackall Brothers 
Transam 95 and 70mm Mask Vibes, 
16 gram Thready Busters, Berkley 
MF70’s and the recently released 
Zerek Fish Trap, Shimano Spanyid 
and Fish Candy Paddle Vibe. 
Essentially, these lures look a lot 
like your traditional Cotton Cordell 
Rattlin’ Spot lipless crankbait, but 
with a soft and silent pro  le.

Aaron Hill with a 94cm 
Murray cod that was fooled by 

a slow hopped soft plastic

The boys unhooking 
a double hook up on 

the plastics

Hilly had a Jackall Transam 95 tied 
onto his leader. With a wry smile 
I wished him the best of luck, as I 
lubricated and clenched the bloodknot 
on my Bassmann Codman spinnerbait. 

Padlling up river after an hour or 
two on the water, we abruptly stopped 
and propped a full cast away from an 
underwater mound that we had pulled 
good  sh off in the past. On the very 
 rst cast Hilly was dancing his softie 

down the front side of the mound and 
registered our  rst  sh for the day. 
Arching in, he nonchalantly played it 
off as an ego-saving yellowbelly, until 
he tried to put the hurt on the  sh and 
he started to loose line on his fully 
locked drag. Game on! 

After a tense battle negotiating the 
lures thin gauge hooks, I sunk the lip 
grips into a beautifully conditioned 
94cm Murray cod. Under a tirade of 
gloating I quickly unpinned the two 
remaining un-straightened hooks on 
the tiny vibe-shaped lure. After a few 
quick snaps we released the hulking 
brute back into the drink to hopefully 
excite another angler. 

For us, this  sh was a game changer, 
shining a bright light on the enormous 
potential of these small bits of rugged 
rubber. So long a staple lure for big 
Barra up north, these soft plastics now, 
in our mind, were well and truly a 
genuine big cod contender - and that 
was only the beginning!
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SOFTLY SOFTLY
When it comes to using these small 
soft lures that punch well above 
their weight, two angling techniques 
continued to standout. Capitalising on 
their lifelike and natural presentation 
means they are great to  sh in the 
same areas bait  sh and shrimps 
mainly congregate – close to structure. 
While we have caught  sh on them 
in open water, the overwhelming 
majority of quality cod have slurped 
up these little lures tight against 
structure. 

The most common angling method 
with these lures is to hop them over 
underwater structure, like a drowned 
tree trunk or rocky boulder. As with 
a lot of things in  shing, time on the 
water began to unlock a few native 
secrets, and for plastics it showed 
the best structure to target, wasn’t 

“This fi sh shone a bright light on the enormous 
potential of these small bits of rugged rubber”

Could this be a case 
of cannibalism?

necessarily visible to the naked eye. 
The huge rocks that lay only inches 

under the surface provided the 
ideal cover and ambush point, for 
Australia’s largest freshwater  sh. 
Casting your lure onto these fully 
submerged rocks, then naturally 
twitching them down their face, was 
the best way to evoke an aggressive 
smack from a curious cod. 

Letting the lure sit on top of the 
rock, before bringing it to life, with 
a turn of your handle, ensures the 
lures most natural presentation. 
While actively feeding natives will 
hunt amongst the shallower rocks 
and boulders, the more stubborn and 
senior cod will sit tightly on these 
rocky mounds waiting for their meal 
to be home delivered.    

The use of a  sh  nder will also 

Deano and his favourite 
plastic claim another native
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Norbs with a soccer ball of a yella 
taken on a Jackall Mask Vibe 60
N
ta

help locate the underwater rock 
mountains that sit just out of visibility. 
Particularly in hard  shed waters that 
see most bank side structure worked 
over on a daily basis, these bottom-
dwelling boulders are fast becoming a 
highly sought-after target. 

When casting at these underwater 
mounds, position your vessel so you 
can easily cast past the target area. 
Popular fast sinking softies, such as 
the 20 gram Jackall Transam 95’s and 
16 gram Thready Busters, work best as 
they achieve depth almost instantly.

Simply hop your lure over the 
mound, in a gentle lift then wind 
motion, making sure you monitor any 
slack in the line. The majority of cod 
will inhale your lure on the drop, so 
keeping in constant contact with the 
lure is important. 

Another method that has seen 
us score some hefty greenbacks, 
has been hopping our softies 
down undulating gradients. These 
gradients can be found on rocky 
banks or either side of a big hole as 
the water depth rapidly rises. 

Again, like  shing underwater 
mounds its best to target these areas 
with a simple hop and drop retrieve. 
Look to raise the rod tip from the 
water to a forty-  ve degree angle, 
before winding the slack line back 
onto the reel. 

Try to mix up the hop sizes in 
every retrieve to ensure you are 
hitting every nook and cranny on the 
corrugated bank. These erratic hops 

Cod Lollies. A 
selection of soft 

plastic treats

also give the lure a more natural and 
lifelike presentation in the water. 
If  shing with two people don’t be 
afraid to mix it up with one angler 
employing big, violent lifts, while the 
other subtly drags the softie across the 
top of the structure. 

While the hop and drop technique 
has caught the majority of our better 
cod, it always pays to mix up your 
retrieves when the action wanes. The 
two fallback retrieve methods we like 
to adopt in this instance are the ‘slow 
roll’ and ‘burn and kill.’ The slow roll 
is as simple as it sounds and requires 
the angler to retrieve the lure once it 
enters that water at a slow walking 
pace back to the rod tip. 

The burn and kill sees the angler 
wind the lure in short, sharp bursts back 
to the rod tip. After winding 10 metres 
of line, at brisk walking pace, allow the 
lure to  utter back to the rocky riverbed, 
collecting any slack line. 

While this method doesn’t get as 
many  sh as the hop and drop, it does 
account for some very memorable 
strikes as the  sh snatch the lure when 
it erratically darts off the bottom. 
Strategically varying your ‘burn’ 
speed should be your number one 
consideration. On some days they 
prefer to really hunt down a fast 
moving bullet ‘burn’ while other times 
a slow, almost pedestrian paced roll is 
more successful.

Even this small mouthed 
yellowbelly still 
managed to suck this 
Berkley MF60 down deep

34   www.modernfishing.com.au

FRESHWATER FISHING



Dean Norbiato with a 
magnifi cent Murray cod that 

scoffed his Jackall Transam 95

“Don’t close the lid on a good 
supply of quality plastics next 
time you hit the sweet water”

When  shing with soft plastic lures 
for monster Australian natives it’s 
imperative that you have the right gear. 
In an ideal world it would be great to 
down size your rod, reel and line class 
to ensure you  nesse the most amount 
of action out of the relatively dainty 
lures. Unfortunately bigger Murray cod 
don’t always read from the same script 
and will quickly  nd a chink in your 
downsized armour.   

The lightest rod rating we will 
use with any con  dence is a 2-4kg 
graphite rod with an ultra fast taper. 
For those who don’t fully understand 
the taper talk, a rod with an ultra-
fast taper will have a shorter load at 
the tip. Equally, a rod with a slow 
taper will load with a great big arc 
on the entire rod. Think of how a big 
looping glass blank rod would load 

versus a high-end graphite model 
with a fast taper. 

As you are  shing tight to some 
fairly gnarly underwater structure 
we always make sure our baitcaster 
drag is locked to about 80-90 percent 
of its max capacity. Reels like the 13 
Fishing Concept C baitcaster and 
ultra-strong Chronarch ci4+ are built 
to handle the rigors of having line 
peeled from such solid locks. Making 
sure the line doesn’t stutter and jut off 
the reel when it’s under such duress 
will ensure you give yourself the best 
chance at turning any cod caught in a 
strangle of snags. 

We always spool our baitcasters to 
the edge with high quality 50lb braded 
line. As with most things in  shing and 
life for that matter, you inevitably get 
what you pay for and braided line is no 

different. We generally spend around 
$50.00 a spool on a premium quality 
braided line, like the Sunline Super PE 
Braided Dyneema line or the Powerpro 
Super 8 Slick braided line. Having a 
high visibility line is also important so 
that you can monitor any subtle plucks 
at your lure, as you are hopping and 
dropping over underwater snags. 

A neat trick to get extra value out 
of your main line is to make sure you 
reverse the braid when it begins to 
fray. Simply get a friend to run the 
entire length of your line out of your 
reel. You then cut the main line away 
from the mono  lament backing, 
which stops spool slippage, before 
retying the main line in reverse order. 
This refreshes your braid and instantly 
gives you barley used braid at the 
business end of your rig.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE
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When using such  nicky, small lures 
it makes sense to downsize your 
leader so you maximize the action of 
your lures, doesn’t it? Theoretically 
this makes sense, but when  shing 
for Murray cod, a watertight theory 
doesn’t always end as expected. 

We were  shing a run off of the 
Lachlan River, bouncing lipless soft 
plastic lures over an underwater 
lay-down we had spotted a moment 
earlier on our sounder. On my second 
hop, on my very  rst cast, I came up 
solid on a very good  sh. Fighting 
it into open water, I con  dently 
called for the camera and lip grips, 
as the beast was only moments from 
breaching the surface. 

As we were about to get our  rst 
glimpse of the  sh, my graphite rod 
snapped back and my line went limp. 
Under a barrage of cursing, I quickly 

reeled in my line only to be greeted 
with a frayed 20lb leader. While the 
lighter leader allowed for a greater 
action on the lure it didn’t account for 
the high percentage of hook ups on big 
 sh that swallowed the lure whole. The 

relatively heavy weight of these lures 
also sees them being sucked back much 
easier, when inhaled by a big predator. 

As a result of a deep throat hook 
up, the leader will inevitably be 
subjected to the razor sharp teeth 
of a Murray cod that can slice 
through a downsized leader with 
one headshake. Not to mention the 
rugged terrain that you are hopping, 
bobbing and navigating these lures 
through. With this in mind I don’t 
like to use anything less than 50lb 
Jinkai Plus mono  lament leader, to 
give myself a better shot at landing 
that  sh of a lifetime.

It’s fair to say that the weight of lure 
 shing literature on Murray cod is 

heavily skewed towards hardbodies 
and wire based lures, like spinnerbaits 
and chatterbaits. Countless magazine 
pages, DVD’s and Internet sites are 
bombarded with content on how to 
catch cod and yellowbelly on these 
conventional classics. While these 
lures may dominate the percentage of 
chatter and captures, due largely to 
their abundance in native tackle boxes, 
soft plastics are slowly starting to 
in  ltrate their tray space. 

Gone are the days when soft plastic 
lures would only be an after thought 
on an otherwise  shless day, thrown 
in the drink as the ‘last resort.’ 
Smart anglers are starting to cotton 
on to their big  sh pulling power, 
as they look to  nesse a trophy  sh 
from the deep. With a relatively 
straightforward method, which can 
be employed with your existing 
native gear, there is no real excuse 
not to pick up a few softies and give 
them a whirl when you are next on 
the water.

A classic deep 
throat plastic 
hook up

For a little extra wiggle 
Dean likes to connect his 

soft plastic lures with a 
lefty’s loop knot

Chewed to bits. Over 

two seasons this Jackall 

Transam accounted for 

over 40 natives

Its not only 
natives that love 

a big softie

LEARNING THE HARD WAY

SHOWING YOUR SOFTER SIDE

FRESHWATER FISHING
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“Smart anglers are starting 
to cotton on to their big fish 

pulling power”

While traditional soft plastic lures 
are a rather cost effective crew, 
the new vibe style varieties have a 
heftier price tag. This higher cost per 
lure can, depending on your chosen 
tackle store,  uctuate between $25-
$30 each. If you are paying any more 
than this for your soft plastic vibes, 
you need to start looking for a new 
tackle shop. 

While they might well be the new 
 nesse frontier for scoring large 

Australian natives, soft plastics will 
be rendered useless if you don’t 

heed some simple storage advice. 
Unlike other lures, I like to store my 
soft plastic vibes in the packaging 
I purchased them in. This clearly 
becomes unpractical when the amount 
of softies you start taking on trips is in 
excess of twenty lures. In this instance 
we will store them in separate spaces 
of our Plano tackle boxes. 

Where possible I avoid storing them 
on top of each other, as their colors 
can run and they do have a tendency 
to stick to one another. We also like to 
hang them up, like all our lures, after 

a day on the water to get rid of any 
excess moisture. 

The  nal and probably most 
important aspect when storing soft 
plastic lures is to make sure you keep 
them out of direct sunlight. Heat, 
above anything else, is the biggest 
killer of soft plastic lures. While they 
will time and time again survive the 
raspy jaws of a might Murray cod, 30 
minutes of direct sunlight can melt 
them down to little more than a school 
grade rubber with trebles – you have 
been warned! 

STORING YOUR SOFTIES

POPULAR PLASTICS
• Jackall Transam 95 
• Jackall 70mm Mask Vibes
• Zerek Fish Trap
• Thready Buster
• Berkley MF70
• Shimano Spanyid 
• Fish Candy Paddle Vibe
• ZMan 4’ Paddleerz 3/4oz Snakelockz jig head
• ZMan 6’ Swimmerz ¼ oz ChinlockZ SWS hook

LOOP IT UP
If you are looking to get the most out 
of your soft plastic it’s a good Idea to 
connect your leader to your softy via 
a loop knot. By attaching either your 
vibe or jig-head type plastic with a 
loop knot it allows the lure to slide 
around the loop.

This added freedom ensures 
your lure is imparting its maximum 
swimming action in the water. When 
you are dealing in subtle underwater 
 utters and  aps these small additions 

to a lures action can make all the 
difference.

While both surface and diving 
hardbodies are the most desired lures 
for natives and arguably, spinnerbaits 
one of the most effective, don’t close 
the lid on a good supply of quality 
plastics next time you hit the sweet 
water. You might just  nd that lure is 
the one they’re after!  

A Lefty’s Loop knot is a simple way of 
allowing your lure more movement

A 60mm softie 
accounted for 
this near metre 
long Murray cod
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Leave fish nowhere to hide with the Simrad TotalScan™ 

transducer, combining StructureScan™ HD and CHIRP 

sonar in one easily-mounted unit. Take control with 

a super-bright touchscreen display, and discover 

the ultimate all-in-one navigation system for fishing, 

cruising and water sports.

 Multi-touch display

 StructureScan™ HD imaging

 CHIRP fish-finding sonar 

 Built-in 10 Hz GPS

 Built-in GoFree™ Wi-Fi

 NMEA 2000® Engine Interface

Go where the fishing’s good with an easy to use 

Simrad GO7 XSE fishfinder/chartplotter system.

SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM/GO
Download and upload maps, software, and apps
direct to your fishfinder / chartplotter.

JUST GO.
Go With Confidence

GO7 XSE 
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sonar in one easily-mounted unit. Take control with 

a super-bright touchscreen display, and discover 

the ultimate all-in-one navigation system for fishing, 

cruising and water sports.
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StructureScan™ HD imaging

CHIRP fish-finding sonar

Built-in 10 Hz GPS

Built-in GoFree™ Wi-Fi

NMEA 2000® Engine Interface

Go where the fishing’s good with an easy to use 

Simrad GO7 XSE fishfinder/chartplotter system.

SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM/GO
Download and upload maps, software, and apps
direct to your fishfinder / chartplotter.

GO7 XSE
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Ever wanted to fi sh the wild south-west 
coast for OZ’s biggest mulloway? 

Daniel Peart runs through the essentials so 
you can start planning your dream trip

WORDS AND IMAGES BY DANIEL PEART
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S
outh Australia hosts 
arguably the hottest bite 
of surf mulloway found in 
Australia. Huge numbers 
of XL sized mulloway 
migrate to the deep aqua 
blue gutters that run only 

a step from the shoreline of the west 
coasts remote beaches every summer 
to do the things they do, otherwise 
known as breeding. Anglers from all 
over Australia  ock to these beaches at 
this time for their chance of tangling 
with the holy grail of surf  shing and 
maybe a once in a lifetime capture and 
benchmark of mulloway  shing, an 
eighty pound plus jewie.

The famous beaches known as 
Yalata and The Dog Fence are the last 
accessible beaches before reaching 
the steep faced cliffs of the Australian 
bight and the start of a dry, bland 
stretch of Australia named the 
Nullarbor. Home to wild camels and 
cunning dingos often spotted from 

your beach camp, it can evoke an 
overwhelming feeling in the angler 
knowing it is just you and the jewies 
about to do battle – mono e mono. 
Throw in the added possibility of 
not seeing a single soul for up to two 
weeks at a time and it’s pretty hard 
not to smile to yourself as you feel a 
million miles from home.

These beaches stretch for over 
100kms as the crow  ies and make 
up some of the most pristine, breath 
taking surf beaches you will come 
across anywhere in the world. 
Expansive sand dunes that are 
forever changing from the coasts 
often-unforgiving winds tower over 
picturesque, white sandy beaches. 
Broken patchy reef covered in mussel 
beds protrude the high tide mark 
making this coastline not only unique 
geologically but also form a very 
special  shery. The next bloke to refer 
to this area as “God’s Country” won’t 
be the  rst, nor the last!

Daniel Peart with the 
ultimate reward for effort 
- a 62 pound beast!

Adam Hall with a common 
bycatch bronze whaler

Having all your recovery gear 

easily accsessible is esential
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“The next bloke to refer to this 
area as “God’s Country” won’t be 

the fi rst, nor the last!”



the west coast but it all becomes 
worthwhile once that surf rod gets 
buckled over in your rod holder and 
your heart rate reaches a new level 
you never thought existed. If you 
manage to stay connected after a 
few huge headshakes, you should be 
lucky enough to see one of those most 
majestic sights, you will see. There’s 
something very special about the sight 
of chromed up silver  anks gliding 
through the breakers close to shore. 

I have been lucky enough to witness 
many great catches from this area by 
not only myself but also some of my 
best mates. I will never tire of seeing 
big silver slabs wash up the beach 
whether it’s myself or my mates - that 
feeling never gets old. After nailing 
some quality  sh from these waters 
over the years I can honestly say that 
I get just as much enjoyment seeing 
a good mate wash up a big Jew than 
landing one myself. I think once you 
can tell yourself that you have well 
and truly found yourself a passion. 
Read on to  nd out how you can turn 
your next trip into a success story.

ESSENTIALS
Camping at either two of these 
beaches, you need to be completely 
self-sustainable as there is no fresh 
water or electricity available. Well 
set up four wheel drives with all the 
necessary recovery gear including air 
compressors, spare tyres, long handle 
shovels, max tracks and a small tool kit 
just in case are a must. 12-volt fridges 
and even small chest freezers with 
spare ice and bait can be transported 
and run off solar power or generators 
if you can carry enough spare fuel. 
Vacuum sealing machines are great to 
keep your catch as fresh as possible. 

Maybe the most important thing to 
consider is your shelter. This will be 
your home for the duration of the stay 
and often your saviour as the west 
coast has a gnarly way of throwing 
four seasons at you in one day. It can 
get extremely hot so a good amount 
of shade and plenty of drinking water 
are vital to survive for lengthy stays.

Another factor to consider is 
transporting four-wheel drive quad 

Pulling giant mulloway from 
the surf in the middle of the 
day isn’t something you can 

do anywhere else!

While it has produced many 
memories that will last a lifetime for 
myself and a bunch of close mates, the 
unforgiving nature of the place sure 
does have a way of making you wish 
you could go home to a warm shower, 
home cooked meal and a comfortable 
bed. Extreme heat with basically no 
shade apart from what you bring, not 
millions but billions of  ies, extreme 
sand storms and fronts that can bring 
in massive downpours of rain are just 
a few of the unpleasant circumstances 
you can expect to encounter when 
visiting the west coast. The best way 
I can describe this wonder land is an 
“emotional rollercoaster”. One minute 
you are on a lifetime high when no 
sooner can it feel like the mulloway 
gods are against you. I think any 
dedicated surf angler will tell you 
that’s just a part of the appeal to 
 shing for big mulloway from the surf. 

Surf  shing is never easy – a week 
on the beach can more often than 
not be tougher than a week at work. 
Many different scenarios can stack 
the odds against you when  shing 
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Luke Abberley 

with a solid jew

bikes to your campsite, especially 
if you plan to stay at Yalata. Quite 
often, there is no 4wd access and these 
beaches, which can be quite steep 
and soft make four wheel driving 
in a vehicle a nightmare. ATV’s will 
make life a lot easier than long walks 
through big soft sand dunes. Also 
giving you the option to  sh multiple 
gutters in a day if conditions change 
and you need to move.

GET THE 
TIMING RIGHT
Big mulloway can be found from 
these beaches all year round but it is 
between October and March when 
they really turn on and big numbers 
of quality  sh can be caught. Usually 

the months leading up to January are 
the most productive but you can never 
count out a late run of mulloway as 
myself and best mate found out on a 
trip during a late season trip. That trip 
was one of those once in a lifetime 
trips scoring plenty of mulloway 
upwards of 50 pounds, countless 
numbers of big angry looking school 
and gummy sharks and as many 
genuine big west coast salmon as you 
could throw a metal slice at. 

The weather is as unpredictable 
as it is anywhere so picking a time 
when the conditions are favourable 
can be dif  cult. I have learnt to lock 
in dates that suit you, stick to it and 
be prepared with whatever mother 
nature throws at you. One day could 
be in the high 40 degrees Celsius, light 
offshore winds not a cloud in the sky. 
And the next you could be hammered 
by howling south easterly winds, 
rugged up in waders and setting 
up wind breaks to protect yourself 
and your camp from sand storms 
whipping up the beach creating 
havoc not only for the stinging sand 
sensation on your legs and face if not 
covered. Also, keep in mind your 
camp as that is your only means of 
shelter for your stay so make sure it is 
secure and wind resistant.

FRESH IS BEST
When it comes to bait for mulloway 
as I’ve always said fresh is best for 
any situation. While I’m sure we’ve 
all heard stories of anglers catching 
big mulloway on stinky old baits, 
these stories are few and far between. 
Mulloway are suckers for live baits 
such as small salmon trout and mullet 
but are also more than willing to pick 
up a fresh strip of squid or salmon 
drifting around the gutter. 

My top three stand out baits have 
to be squid, salmon and tommies in 
no particular order. Before setting 
off on what could be the trip of a 
lifetime, you should  nd yourself 
spending weekends collecting squid 
from your local grounds and vac 
sealing them whole in packs of up to 

4 to 6 squid at the most depending 
on size. These small packs help 
keep your bait the freshest possible 
without having defrosted bait in your 
esky for days at a time. 

Salmon can quite often be found 
 shing your chosen gutter for 

mulloway but don’t count on this as 
they can sometimes be scarce and 
there have been years where I have not 
caught a single salmon over a two-week 
period. Scott’s beach which is a famous 
salmon beach situated near fowlers bay 
is a good option to  nd yourself some 
fresh slabs of salmon. With these  sh 
I prefer to  llet them on the spot, vac 
seal each  llet separately, stock up your 
bait esky for the next few days then 
freeze the rest for later on in the trip.

Tommies are also a gun mulloway 
bait and should never be overlooked. 
The jetty at Fowlers Bay is a hot spot for 
some of the biggest tommies you will 
come across anywhere. We call them one 
pound tommies and are quite often too 
large to  sh as a whole bait for my liking. 
Again vac sealing them into small packs 
keeping your bait the freshest possible 
at all times is the key. A fresh single  llet 
of these big tommies has seen many big 
mulloway come unstuck over the years 
and has become a favourite bait over my 
time  shing here.

Releasing the big 
girls is what dreams 

are made of
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“The west coast of South Australia is an area 
that all keen mulloway anglers should visit at 

least once in their lifetime”



A nice gummy at sunrise 

is a good surprise bycatch

Remember to leave 
plenty of hook exposure 

when baiting up

STRIKING SILVER
The  rst step to catching a big Jew 
from the beach after collecting bait of 
course is to  nd suitable water to give 
yourself the best chance of a hook-up. 
It is easy to get excited and settle for 
one of the  rst gutters you  nd that 
may look good but may not have all 
the features that mulloway love. Take 
your time to  nd quality water and 
this will improve your catch rate by 
one hundred percent.

Apart from a de  ned gutter close 
to shore, structure of the gutter is 
extremely important. Deep water is 
great but it doesn’t always have to be 
overly deep as long as there is suitable 
structure for  sh to follow. Mulloway 
will travel along edges of sandbars 
where they can ambush prey easily.

 Entrance and exit holes are vital as 
big mulloway can be shy crossing sand 
bars especially on low tide where they 
run the risk of being eaten by bronze 
whalers. It is important to look for 
deeper water where swell or rips have 
eroded away a section of the sand bar 
and will normally run out past the 
backset or at least to the second gutter. 
This is what I call a mulloway highway 
as these  sh will follow these highways 
right the way in close to shore.

Patchy reef is another excellent 
quality when  nding a mulloway 
haunt. This not only provides an area 
to  nd small bait  sh resting but can 
also create an eddy or calmer section 
of water for big mulloway to rest up 
away from the swell and currents. If 
you can  nd a gutter that produces 
all these qualities then hold onto your 
hats as you may be in for the session 
of a lifetime. 
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Dan Murdoch’s fi rst 
genuine west coast beast

MOONS AND TIDES
Now just because you are in jewie 
heaven doesn’t mean you can throw 
out a line and just expect to catch the 
 sh of a lifetime. Again, I am sure 

we have all heard the odd whisper 
of these stories  oating around but 
to become consistent in catching big 
jewies from the surf, moon phases 
and tides should be recorded from all 
your trips to the surf. Once you have 
a couple of good  sh under your belt, 
I can almost guarantee you will see a 
distinctive pattern of bite times.

For myself I like to plan my trips 
coinciding with a full or new moon. Try 
to plan your adventure with the moon 
falling in the middle of your trip so 
that you have the chance to  sh three 
or four day’s pre and post of the moon 
cycle. This is the time I have found to 
be most favourable for big jewies from 
the surf. Do not ask me why but these 
moon cycles seem to bring these  sh on 
the bite consistently. 

Tides are a major factor and a large 
rising tide always gets me excited as 
you can almost sense the mulloway 
are on their way. I have seen the odd 
monster Jew hooked on a run out tide 
or even a dead low tide but it is the 
rising tide that has brought me many 
monster Jew over the years. As soon as 
you notice the water starting to push 
up the beach and the tide is on its way 
is when you should be focusing most 

of your attention. This is when you 
should be regularly checking fresh 
baits and putting in your best effort to 
give yourself the best chance of a  sh 
of a lifetime.

Something I always carry with me 
is my mulloway bible, also known 
as the Angler’s Almanac published 
by The Great Outdoors. This little 
gem of a book goes into great detail 
about moons, neap tides, weather 
and currents. This knowledge and 
predictions date back over 200 years 
ago where it has been re  ned by many 
 shing generations. I believe the two 

most important factors to consider 
from this book are the moon phases 
and the above and below feeding 
times. You will have to trust me when 
I say if you put in your hours around 
these times, you will most certainly be 
rewarded. I’d even go as far as saying 
a very high percentage of my catch 
rate comes within an hour of these 
predicted times. 

THE RIGS
There are two main out  ts to choose 
from these days, overhead or spin. 
While overhead reels have come a 
long way, I still much prefer to  sh 
with a quality spin out  t for peace of 
mind, knowing I will not be trying 
to unwind ugly bird’s nests in the 
middle of a hot bite. Custom made 
rods between 10 and 14 feet are very 
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Daniel Pittaway 
releasing a big 
girl back where 
she belongs

Prime jew territory. Be 

sure to put plenty of 

thought into choosing 

the right area

popular amongst many surf anglers. 
While most of these rods are  ne 
pieces of custom workmanship, I 
cannot overlook the Daiwa Sensor Surf 
in the 13-foot model.  A perfect length 
rod for punching out big baits long 
distances if needed and the feeling of 
that graphite arch is something I can 
only describe as sweet. The Salitga 
Surf 6000 is also my preferred reel to 
match up and makes an ultra light 
combo that will not give you sore arms 
through an extended  ght, especially 
those times you  nd yourself 
connected to the big men in grey 
suits. Spooled up with 600 yards of 
50-pound braid, this is ample enough 
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line and drag pressure to conquer 
anything you may come across on 
these beaches. I am, and always have 
been a big fan of braid for this style 
of  shing while many old school 
anglers will tell you mono is the key. 
Keep your line tight at all times of 
the  ght, especially in the last stages 
when washing your  sh up. Although 
I would always recommend running a 
7 to 10 foot length of 80 or 100-pound 
mono shock leader attached via a 
double Albright knot to avoid snap 
offs from big tail whips, and that little 
bit of stretch needed in the vital last 
stages of your battle.

Down to the business end of your 
rig. Now this is kept simple to keep 
clear of ugly tangles especially when 
big tides and heavy currents prevail. 
Firstly, slide a quality barrel swivel 
onto your leader before attaching 
your leader to another barrel swivel. 
This sliding barrel swivel is where 
you will attach your six or 8-ounce 
grapnel sinker too via 50 to 60lb 
mono. This should also hang slightly 
lower than where your hooks hang 
to avoid being tangled up and the 
lighter mono will snap if snagged to 
avoid losing your rig completely. Two 
gamakatsu octopus hooks either 9/0 

or 10/0 leaving you plenty of exposed 
hook once baited and snelled roughly 
8 centimetres apart depending on 
bait sizes has been my go to rig for 
these  sh. Snelling these hooks with a 
quality 100 pound mono such as jinkai 
to give you reassurance from bite 
offs or wearing through if you  nd 
yourself in rough reefy territory. 

CAMPING 
AND PERMITS
Yalata and the Dog Fence both 
produce a world-class mulloway 
 shery and choosing between the 

two can be a tough task. The easiest 
way I can break these two beaches 
up is by putting the Dog Fence beach 
into a category for cowboys. No 
permission or permits are required 
to camp and  sh this beach and 
it is a case of  rst in best dressed. 
While there is plenty of beach and 
usually enough quality looking 
gutters to  sh the real peak season 
between November and January 
can sometimes be dif  cult to  nd a 
stretch of  shy looking water that 
isn’t already staked out by other 
keen mulloway anglers. 

To  sh Yalata you must obtain 
permission and a permit from the 
Yalata land management group. 
These bookings can be made online 
or by over the phone and a small fee 
will apply to help maintain tracks 
and camping bays etc. Here there 
are limited bookings and camp bays 
allowing only a certain amount of 
anglers entering the land. A strict non-
drinking policy applies and respecting 
these rules will see you go a long way 
to obtaining permission to visit these 
precious aboriginal lands repeatedly. 

The west coast of South Australia is 
an area that all keen mulloway anglers 
should visit at least once in their 
lifetime. If you are planning to make 
the trip over, please remember to take 
all your rubbish with you to keep this 
environment as pristine as the day it 
was found. Also remember it does not 
hurt to clean up other peoples mess 
that are too lazy to do so themselves. 
Don’t be greedy, stick to your bag 
limits and remember - the more big 
 sh you release, the more chance you 

will have of catching that once in a 
lifetime jew next time you visit. Until 
next time, may the mulloway gods 
smile upon you.!   
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Daniel with a 70 pound monster 
and his PB to date
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“Entrance and exit holes 
in gutters are vital as 

big mulloway can be shy 
crossing sand bars” 





Brush up on those mackerel 
methods for this season. 
The razor gang are here!

THE MF TEAM
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I
t’s that time of the year again! Massacred live baits adorn 
the bait jigs of inshore  shos while schools of pilchards, 
slimies and yakkas are balled up then slashed and 
hacked in the background. It all sounds a bit like a horror 
 lm but it’s just another day on the inshore reefs when 

the mackerel arrive en masse. 
From South-East Queensland and down to the 

Central Coast of NSW, few  sh draw a similar amount 
of attention from offshore anglers as these toothy critters do. 
Firstly it’s their willingness to take a live bait, dead bait or a 
lure that makes them very achievable for most with a boat. 
The ferocious strike and  rst run ticks a lot of boxes too and 
 nally their beastly appearance contrasting perfectly with 

their sweet taste is another plus. No wonder mackerel are one 
of the most popular  sh in their class!

With all this hype about the razor gang, what better time to 
take a refresher course in all of the best baits, lures, techniques 
and locations to get your reels smoking!

“They’re abundant, they’re big, they are fantastic table 
fodder and best of all – they’re here now!”

WIRE A MUST?
Wire is an essential part of most mackerel rigs whether you’re 
trolling lures or bait fi shing. Bait fi shing it is almost imperative 
however you can get away with a few fi sh on lures without it. Be 
prepared to lose a few though as they will cut straight through any 
mono trace (almost no matter what size it is) if their teeth come into 
contact with it. Many people swear that the wire puts the fi sh off and 
it’s almost certainly true however you’ll need to weigh up the pros 
and cons of more fi sh versus more lure losses.

You can get more bites 
without wire but is it 
worth losing all that 
gear?...... You decide

The Spanish mackerel, more truly 
named the narrow-barred Spanish 
mackerel and more affectionately 
known as a baree, Spanno, Mackie 
and more, is the most popular breed of 
mackerel in Australia simply due to their abundance,  ghting 
ability, eating qualities and most of all their size. Maxing out at 
well over 2 metres, we’re talking a whole lot of mackerel at this 
size although they are most common around the 1-1.5 metre 
range. They are found mostly on inshore reefs and have the 
largest distribution of all the Australian mackerels. 

SPANISH MACKEREL
(Scomberomorus commerson)

QUEENSLAND SCHOOL MACKEREL
(Scomberomorus queenslandicus)

Despite the name, schoolies as they are mostly known as 
are not limited to just the Queensland coast. They can be 
found in mid-northern NSW and right around the Top End 
and into the mid-north regions of WA. A more elongated 
shape makes them distinguishable from sharkies and grey 
mackerel and a lack of bars separates them from Spanish 
however they are often mistaken for spotties. The major 
difference between the two is that the spots are less de  ned 
on the schoolies and the dorsal  n sits lower. 

of 
heir abundance, ghting 
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A typical mackerel blow up. 
Look for a slashing style 

rather than the explosion 
feeding of a tuna school 

A little Coral Sea 

shark mackerel

MACKEREL GUIDE
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CIGUATERA CONCERN
In the north, the larger specimen of mackerel 
(mainly Spanish) are known carriers of Ciguatera 
poisoning however in recent years, more and more 
cases are being reported well into NSW waters 
where they had previously been almost unheard 
of. There is still nothing wrong with taking a feed 
of mackerel but try to remain aware of the current 
 sheries warnings about what sized  sh are most 

likely to be carrying the virus.

Spotties as they are most commonly 
called are found over a large 
distribution range from the southern 
extremities of Woolongong in the 
east and Rottnest Island in the west, 
spotties can be encountered in any 
inshore areas across the northern 
part of Australia. They are most 
commonly caught however on the 
east coast and seem to be found in 
the larger sizes around southern 
extremities of their range where they 
can reach over a metre in length.

SPOTTED MACKEREL
(Scomberomorus munroi)

Affectionately known as just 
sharkies, shark mackerel are 
also more correctly referred to as 
scaley mackerel and are found in 
a more northern range than most 
others in the mackerel family. Showing a de  nite favouritism 
for coral reefs, sharkies are mostly caught as bycatch to other 
more desirable species except by the heavy tackle game  shing 
 eet. These guys speci  cally target sharkies as they are one of 

the all-time best baits for the big black marlin that migrate to 
the northern Barrier Reef in the latter part of each year.

SHARK MACKEREL
(Scomberomorus bicarinatus)

Like the shark mackerel, broad-barred 
mackerel are not encountered quite as 
far south as some of the others in the 
mackerel family however they have 
been known to be caught in some 
areas of northern NSW. They are also 
probably more commonly referred to as 
grey mackerel due to their colours and 
bars quickly fading to a dull grey when 
they are pulled from the water. Again 
like the shark mackerel they are mostly 
caught as bycatch to other species 
however the larger specimens provide 
fantastic  ghting abilities when caught 
on suitably sporting tackle.

e

 

BROAD-BARRED MACKEREL
(Scomberomorus semifasciatus)

s 
n 
st
howing a de nite favouritism

L

Spanish are the undisputed 
king of the mackerel family

A quality spotty of around 
6kgs. The NSW North Coast 

sees a great run of big 
spotties every year
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ONE FOR THE MASSES
One of the main reasons mackerel are such a popular species is 
their accessibility. All  ve mackerel species we are looking into 
can be caught very close to shore making them an easy target 
for anyone with a sea-worthy boat. They generally follow the 
rules too so pinpointing their locations can be easy as well. All 
you need to do is follow the seasonal laws and put in the time 
on those spots that they love to hunt in. 

Starting with Spanish and spotties as they are similar in 
habits – they love inshore reefs and in particular those reefs that 
rise to a sudden point. These are often the same reefs that the 
offshore  eet will go to gather their live bait for the day ahead 
but in mackerel season you need not leave the bait grounds. 
Generally you’re looking for pinnacles and other solid reefs and 
the most prominent rises will most likely hold the bulk of the 
 sh. They can both be found in quite deep water however the 

ideal depths are between 10-30 metres at the most. 
If you can  nd bait holding in an area, it’s worth a try for one 

of these two speedsters and they will both also mark quite well 
on a quality sounder. Spotties will generally hold in mid-sized 
schools while Spanish will be more nomadic. They will still 
hunt with other Spanish but are generally not schooling as such.

Spanish mackerel are also a very reliable land-based target 
and will quite comfortably travel closely along the backs of 
beaches, rocky headlands and breakwalls.

Schoolies and grey mackerel are a bit of an enigma. They’ll 
basically show up wherever you  nd them and can be 
commonly caught in very shallow water, even entering river 
mouths at times. The one common factor though is bait. They 
are both a roaming species and unlike Spanish and spotties, 
will quite happily move away from structures to stick with a 
bait school that has strayed. 

They are both often found hunting in conjunction with 
longtail and mack tuna as the tuna take advantage of the scraps 
left by the blindingly fast mackerel attacks. Like all mackerel, 
fairly shallow, coastal locations are where you will  nd the 
larger concentrations.

Shark mackerel as stated earlier have a real preference for coral 
reefs and while not only found in these areas, it is the most likely 
spot. Deep drop offs along tropical edges where concentrations 
of bait are high is the most likely location to  nd sharkies. 

Sharkies are more likely than other mackerel to be found 
in deeper water however they won’t stray far from the coast. 
Pressure points and areas where currents are funnelled along a 
deep water ledge are prime spots. 

TROLLING
Bar none, trolling is the most common practice for mackerel 
 shing around the country. Some areas seem to prefer other 

methods but as a whole trolling is the most widely used and 
probably the most effective too. It’s very interesting to note 
though that while trolling fast moving lures such as jet-head 
skirts and mid-large sized diving hardbodies is almost 
exclusively used in the north, in the southern extremities on 
the East Coast, from the Gold Coast and further south the 
most widely-used method is slow trolling live baits. Most die-
hard live bait trollers will swear that “lures don’t work down 
here” and while it’s true that more  sh are caught with live 
bait, it’s mostly due to that technique being utilised more often 
– lures will still catch a mackerel anywhere. 

Single strand wire is great for mackerel fi shing as it requires no 
crimping and once you get the hang of using it, rigs can be tied a lot 
quicker. The one thing you will need to know though is the Haywire 
Twist – a simple way of tying single strand. 

1. Feed single strand wire through lure, hook or swivel.

2. Form 4-5 loose twists around the main wire.

3. Bend the tag end up and commence 6-10 tight twists around the 
main wire.

4. Bend the tag end in a 90 degree angle back and forth along the 
main wire until tag breaks off neatly to the main wire.

THE HAYWIRE TWIST
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TTRROOLLLLIINNGG
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Mackies can be caught 
by plenty of methods. 
This one was jigged up 
for something different

MACKEREL GUIDE
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BAIT TROLLING
A stated above, the East Coast  shos in the south love their 
live bait trolling and it’s easy to see why. It’s very effective in 
the areas that it is most utilised, perhaps due to the abundant 
resident bait schools on less abundant reef areas so there is 
less need to cover ground. Slow trolling live baits means you 
can keep a bit in the zone for longer so it makes sense to do it 
when possible. 

Slimies are the ultimate live bait in these areas however 
yellowtail and small bonito/tuna are also very effective. They 
are all most commonly rigged on a twin hook rig using single 
strand wire and hook sizes selected to suit the bait. The twin 
hooks are an absolute must with any mackerel as they are a 
slashing predator and almost always bite straight through the 
tail of the bait to disable it before coming back around to pick 
up the scraps (if another  sh hasn’t already). With a tail hook, 
this bite can usually be converted into a hook-up. Also, avoid 
using circle hooks with mackerel as the strike is so fast it rarely 
allows the hook the time it needs to slowly bite into the  sh. 

As with trolling lures, there is little more to it than keeping 
the baits in the chosen zone however unlike with lures, some 
weight may be needed if the  sh are holding deep. This 
can be as simple as a running ball or barrel sinker on the 
main line or something more elaborate like a downrigger. 
Whichever your method, keep an eye on the sounder and 
keep the baits at the depth the  sh are sitting.  

When using bait, make sure 
you have a hook near the 
tail to capitalise on those 

slashing strikes

t 
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“It’s impossible to 
beat the sight of a big 
Spanish taking to the 
air in pursuit of a big 
popper or stickbait”

Spanish are the most 
sought after mackerel in 

Australian waters

Rapala X-Raps are a 

brilliant mackerel lure and 

that red head is the most 

popular colour by far!
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“As that fi rst blistering run kicks 
into gear, there are few more 

exciting fi sh in the ocean”

CASTING
Casting lures for mackerel is becoming more and more 
popular with the introduction of more lures on the market 
and a real preference that anglers have for  shing topwater. 
Popping and stickbaiting has become a fairly mainstream 
method for mackerel these days and is proving to be as 
effective as anything and considerably more adrenaline-
charged. Once you’ve had a solid mackerel take to the air in 
pursuit of a big popper or stickbait, it’s pretty hard to get as 
excited about any other method. 

As with any mackerel  shing, stick to those areas that 
are most likely to produce. For big Spanish, reef edges, 
pinnacles and landbased are the best options while others 
are best targeted with smaller lures by following bait 
schools. When a mackerel school explodes on a school of 
bait, they make it pretty obvious so  nding these areas 
where the bait are likely to be and waiting to sight cast at 
breaching schools is the top method. Note that a mackerel 
hitting bait on the surface is a clear slash while a tuna will 
be more of a messy splash. Small stickbaits that are capable 
of being retrieved reasonably fast as well as other topwater 
poppers and metals are the go for these smaller mackerel. 

BERLEYING/FLOAT LINING
Again in the southern parts of Queensland and all of NSW, 
bait  shing is quite common and in particular  oat lining in 
a berley trail. This is mostly done by those chasing spotties 
however a Spanish will have no dramas picking up one of 
these dead baits too. 

Mostly a simple pilchard or fresh gar  sh will be the bait 
of choice and generally pillies will be rigged on a three-gang 
hook set up while gars will be either the same or with a 
snelled two-hook rig. Either way you rig them, just make sure 
you have a hook pinned low in the bait for the slashing bite. 

Well before the sun is up, you’ll see numbers of boats 
converging on the likely reefs when the spotties have showed 
up and guys will be aiming to have a well-established berley 
trail by the time the sun pokes its head up. The spotties 
de  nitely put on the best show in the early hours of the 
morning however the Spanish can show up in a trail at just 
about any part of the day.

As well as  oat lining dead baits, it’s worth having an 
un-weighted live bait out in the trail as these will account for 
some of the bigger  sh. The only downfall to doing this is if 
the  sh are in a shy mood, they can start to turn their noses 
up to the dead baits if they get a taste for the livies. Something 
to consider is starting off with dead baits and then re-igniting 
their interest with some livies if they do start to get shy. 

As that  rst blistering run kicks into gear, there are few 
more exciting  sh in the ocean. They’re abundant, they’re big, 
they are fantastic table fodder and best of all – they’re here 
now! Get the boat ready and get into some high-octane  shing 
at its  nest! 

LIGHTEN UP
Don’t be afraid to go relatively light with mackerel. 
They do perform blistering runs so reasonable line 
capacity is needed to get past that fi rst run however 
after that, they are relatively easy to subdue on the 
light gear. It’s a whole lot more enjoyable to fi ght a 
fi sh on mid-sized spin or overhead gear than big, 
bulky game reels. 

The one situation that contradicts this though is 
when the sharks are around. They love mackerel 
and a prolonged fight will often result in a visit 
from the tax man. 

Interesting to note the 
likeness in colour and 
pattern of the lure and 
the shark mackerel 
that ate it

Mind those razor sharp 
teeth when bringing a 
big Spanno on board!



New for 2016



Dean Silvester checks out the 
other side to Christmas Island 
and discovers some epic 
bluewater popping and jigging
WORDS AND IMAGES BY DEAN SILVESTER
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TRAVEL: CHRISTMAS ISLAND
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H
aving never been to Kiritimati I was 
refreshingly surprised by the laid back feel of 
the island and the lack of tourist style appeal. It 
still feels as though you have stepped back an 
era to a somewhat untouched oasis. Even the 
security/immigration signs at the airport are 
hand painted on placards stuck to the various 
walls of what can only be described as an old 

shed. The airport staff turn up to work with thongs and 
singlets before changing into their uniform just before 
check in. There are no direct  ights from Australia to 
Christmas Island so depending when and how you book, 
that is almost the most expensive part of your trip. One 
trick that we didn’t know and one I will de  nitely do in 
the future is to ship our gear across prior to the trip. This 

“While the shallow fl ats fi shing is highly addictive, 
the big fi sh potential here is just too good to resist”

saves massively on excess baggage and allows you to 
send across as much stuff as you want so you aren’t left 
wanting when you need it the most. Between the ten of 
us we spent an additional two thousand dollars on excess 
baggage, the nature of the beast when targeting big  sh - 
you need big lures. 

After much culling of gear and taking only limited 
clothes, I was still hit with nine kilos of excess baggage 
at Brisbane airport. This was even after giving some of 
my  y  shing comrade’s part of my tackle collection, 
however this was not to be the case on the return  ight. 
After several days of jigging I managed to reduce my own 
baggage to 23 kilos neat. Almost ten kilos of gear that I 
will never see again.

We stayed with Akari House for the duration of the 
trip - a very professional operation with all the creature 
comforts you need. I have stayed on plenty of mother ships 
before and whilst they are great, it was nice to come back 
to dry land each day, have a hot shower and settle in for the 
night next to the beach with some fresh sashimi and talk 
about the day’s war stories. If we had any energy left or day 
light we could  ick soft plastics on the beach in front of our 
cabins catching bone  sh, trevally and even the occasional 
trigger if we were cunning enough.

STRAIGHT ON THE BLUE
The yellow  n tuna at Christmas Island are predominantly 
present throughout the year in varying sizes and numbers, 
it looked as though we hit the jellybean jackpot and could 
literally catch these speedsters cast after cast on surface 
stick baits. The tuna were a little fussy when it came to soft 
plastics and appeared to prefer a moving target quickly 
skipped across the top. As the  sh pushed deeper and you 
could no longer see tuna busting up, the trick was then to 
focus on the attitude of the birds, if they changed direction 
abruptly, a cast in front of the direction the birds were 
travelling would usually intercept the fast moving tuna. 
The bigger  sh on our trip were out a lot deeper and not 
showing any signs on the surface aside from birds hovering 

high above them. There are no sounders on the guide boats 
so we had to go by the height of the birds and watch their 
positioning above the water to get it right. When the birds 
were high it typically signalled bigger yellow  n sitting 
deep so we would position ourselves below the birds and 
send down the jigs. Once a  sh was hooked it was then 
easier to determine how far the lures had to be dropped 
and what sort of retrieve they were after - fortunately for us 
the majority of the tuna preferred the slow blatt style of jig. 
Utilising a continual wind of the rod you would draw the 
rod high in the air and lower back down and continue to do 
so until you either hooked up or brought the lure too high 
in the column in which case it was time to drop again.

Gear prep is always a 

fun way to start a trip

TRAVEL: CHRISTMAS ISLAND
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The inshore reef 
edges held some 
chunky red bass



NEXT STOP, TENTH FLOOR
The guides referred to the jigging spots as  oors in a 
building, the  rst  oor being seventy metres deep, second 
 oor 150 metres deep and so on until the 10th  oor was in 

excess of 300 metres. All of these  oors were literally less 
than  fty metres wide and you could be less than 500 metres 
from the reefs edge and be in excess of 300 metres of water. 
Lining up with the  oors and getting deeper, the  sh would 
get bigger and use the different breakaways to maintain 
their advantage. Depending on the species of  sh hooked 
determined which ploy it took to do you over. Giant trevally 
had a tendency to destroy you against the upper  oors on 
the way up as oppose to the tuna that would take screaming 
runs for deeper water all of which would abolish your braid 
and leader in a matter of seconds on the adjacent reef edges. 
Then the sorrow comes of winding it all back to the top and 
starting the process again for another round.

Our trip comprised of seven full days of  shing so we were 
fortunate enough to target speci  c species each day. One of 
the main targets for our trip was the ever elusive wahoo, after 
losing several jigs on earlier sessions we made a fair assumption 
that they were in the area. Trolling wahoo in the wake of the 
boat proved to be the most successful technique however the 
best fun was to be had jigging them. These speedsters are an 
incredible  sh to encounter on a jigging rod, particularly when 
high speed jigging for them as everything quickly comes to an 
abrupt stop. Wire was vital in front of the lures when chasing 
wahoo however this had a tendency to reduce the interest of 
other species, so if the bite slowed the wire would come off. It is 
amazing how quickly a wahoo can con  scate your jig, even on 
150 pound  uoro leader the jig would simply stop sinking and 
you wouldn’t even feel the bump. 
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LISTEN 

UP!
Listen to the guides, if they 

say to cast a popper in 

100 metres of water 

then do it, you won’t be 

dissapointed.
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There are more jellybean 
yellowfi n than you could 

possibly catch

The GT’s were the 
target and they 

didn’t disappoint



them to have a slashing action, spraying small amounts of 
water sideways creating  ash and surface disturbance at 
the same time. The trevally seemed to locate themselves 
in the deeper water adjacent the reef and would come to 
the surface when there was a commotion. However they 
didn’t seem too keen on the large aggressive bloops that I 
have come accustomed to using over the years. The more 
subtle the lure action, the more aggressive the response was 
from the  sh, and in one instance I actually had two GT’s 
attached to the one lure. 

One trick that worked well for us was to take advantage 
of any naturally occurring surface action, like feeding milk 
 sh or barracuda and the trevally would simply eat the lure 

barely breaking the water. It is incredible how the biggest 
of  sh at times created the least commotion on the take too, 
almost just slurping the lure softly off the top. Although 
there was an occurrence where a forty plus kilo  sh caused 
an angler to lose footing and fall straight to the  oor of the 
boat. This GT met the lure just as it touched the water, the 
commotion left a hole big enough to hide a small car, and 
the angler was left dumbfounded on the  oor of the boat 
with nothing much to say. That alone almost made my day. 

The trevally action was fast and furious for most of 
the beginning and end of the days with a constant  ow 
throughout the remainder. What we did notice is that 
an area would keep producing  sh drift after drift with 
sometimes a better outcome on the second or third drift. 
The great thing is the guides will look after all that and you 
can be comforted in the knowledge that they know exactly 
when to move and when to stay.

“The chunky GT stole the lure straight out 
of the mouth of the big sailfi sh and 
proceeded straight into the reef!”

GET ON TOP
Popping, stick baiting, whatever the 
choice may be,  shing near the surface for 
giant trevally is by far my all-time favourite style of  shing. 
The strikes and subsequent battle that ensues are simply 
too hard to describe to those who are yet to experience 
it. The goal for me this trip was to catch at least one GT 
on surface per outing, this was easier on some days than 
others. Although these  sh see very little pressure they 
are smart enough to become accustomed to certain things 
like the bloop of a popper. After the  rst few days of subtle 
hits and constant short striking we worked out that the 
bigger  sh preferred the more subtle poppers and surface 
stick baits. The stick baits worked best if you could get 

r the
surface for 
me favourite style of shing

TRAVEL 
TIPBook fl ights with an overnight stay in Fiji, it breaks up the trip and you will be better refreshed when you arrive at CXI.
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Quick afternoon sessions 

right in front of the home 

stay still resulted in plenty 

of fl ats fun



SAIL TO THE OTHER SIDE
Sail  sh have never really been a goal of mine but it has 
been in the back of my mind that I would like to at least 
see one eventually, we mentioned this to the guide and he 
suggested chasing them for a few hours one morning just 
to see if they are about. So we set up teasers, skirts and 
various other sail  sh attracting devices and headed across 
the typical sail holding locations, unfortunately no bills cut 
through our spread although we did lose a bird teaser to a 
GT and some skirted lures to wahoo. That said, we decided 
to make the trip to the opposite end of the island and have a 
full day chasing just giant trevally, but as we arrived things 
looked somewhat different to previous locations. The 
deep water was closer to the shore, bait  sh were  icking 
everywhere and there was a subtle ripple on the water as if 
the current was actually pushing in against this edge. The 
 rst four casts highlighted that this was the spot, with a 

hit every cast with several pack attacks from giant trevally 
failing to  nd the hooks. The  fth cast was a moment I will 
never forget - I had several boils on the lure until one  nally 
stuck, as I set the hooks I looked in awe as a sail  sh leapt 
free from the water with my stick bait  rmly pinned in the 
upper jaw. I think I had my mouth open in amazement for 
most of the  ght. The  sh must have leapt from the water 
at least a dozen times and swam past the boat with its sail 

high and lit up in an electric blue. As the sail neared the 
boat we noticed this  sh was one of  ve in a pack! It was 
incredible to watch these amazing creatures change colour 
under the water as they got whipped into a frenzy by the 
mass of lures being thrown at them. 

Less than half an hour later I had a second shot at another 
sail only to have a GT literally take the lure out of its mouth 
just as I saw the bill start to come out of the water. Thinking 
I had hooked the sail I backed off the drag to give it some 
freedom and was punished by the trevally for my efforts, it 
was one of the longest GT  ghts I think I have ever had.

S
S
b
s
s
t
v
t
t
G
t
f
l
d
e
t

h
f
n
s
f
u
m
a

high and lit up in an electric blue As the sail neared the
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Dean took this spectacular 
sailfi sh on a popper while 

fi shing for GTs

Tropical paradise.... not 
much more to say here



THE REEFS EDGE
Whilst we spent a majority of our time in the blue water, I 
did sneak into the shallow outer reefs on occasion when the 
big  sh didn’t want to participate. The red bass in the reefy 
fringes were somewhat out of control on occasions and 
unstoppable, even on PE5 braid. These things were making 
us look like amateurs, completely destroying anything we 
threw at them. At one point I put my camera underwater 
to  lm what I thought was one or two red bass chasing a 
lure only to review the video later and see in excess of 50 
barracuda and double  gures of red bass boat side. The red 
bass and almost anything that was in the shallows would 
devour any soft plastic we threw at them, the drag had to 
be locked tight just to have any hope of boating them in 
the unforgiving territory. The average size of the red bass 

was in excess of 10 pounds with some easily exceeding 20 
pounds. They’re certainly lots of fun when the bigger  sh 
are not playing ball and there’s an almost endless supply of 
these toothy adversaries. 

A trip to CXI wouldn’t be the same without a quick  y 
session on the  ats, I managed a bone  sh  rst cast on 
the  y then it got a little tougher after that as I chased the 
bigger  sh. One thing de  nitely worth trying is throwing 
plastics at bones and triggers. We caught plenty of bones 
by doing this and hooked numerous triggers. Most of the 
triggers quickly over powered us on our light spin gear, the 
power of these colourful little  sh in unbelievable!

After such an incredible trip  shing mostly bluewater, 
it would be tough for me to come back to Kirimati to  sh 
just in the lagoons. While the shallow  ats  shing is highly 
addictive, and there are few places on this planet that can 
compare to the CXI  ats for this style of  shing, the big  sh 
potential here is just too good to resist. I know I’ll see this 
place again shortly!  

“Your jig would stop mid-water 
abruptly and seconds later your 
spool would be nearing empty – 

wahoo are just that fast!”
pow
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TRAVEL: CHRISTMAS ISLAND
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Monster red bass from 
the inside reefs

Hello.... and goodbye

Wahoo were thick and are 

one of the most exciting fi sh 

you can catch on a jig 
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When you’re out on the water, it’s nice to know you have the know-how of great brands 

behind you. Not just the terrific reputation of Stacer but also the engineering reliability 

of a factory fitted Evinrude E-Tec motor. And with the purpose-built trailer, you get the 

perfect package. Sure you can get other deals, but you won’t get the same quality, 

experience, innovation and engineering as a Stacer/Evinrude factory package. stacer.com.au
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Goshie takes us to one of his ultimate 
destinations - the Quobba Coast, 

to experience the incredible shore 
based options available

WORDS AND IMAGES BY GOSHIE
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GAS BALLOONING
Gas ballooning is a unique method of angling which is 
commonly used to target surface cruising game  sh from 
the shore. The Quobba coastline has become synonymous 
with gas ballooning since this technique was invented in 
the early 1980’s. Western Australia’s north-west coastline is 
ideal for the technique due to the consistent easterly winds 
that blow during the winter months. From June to August 
the cold air from the desert usually blows offshore every 
morning and large skip baits can be propelled out to sea 
from iconic gas ballooning ledges such as The Boundary, 
South Wall, North Wall and Hell’s Gate.

The large surface splashes created by a skipping bait  sh 
can attract a wide variety of predatory  sh. Species such as 
longtail tuna, yellow  n tuna, cobia, Spanish mackerel and 
sail  sh can all be captured while gas ballooning from the 
Quobba coast. These pelagic speedsters will often attack a 
well presented skip bait with tremendous force which often 
results in some spectacular surface and aerial strikes. 

During the recent 2015 gas ballooning season, the best 
run of mackerel occurred during the new moon in July. A 
good combination of strong Easterly winds, low swell and 
cobalt blue water really brought the Spanish mackerel on 
the chew. I  shed with Perth based anglers Justin “Podge” 
Anthony and Joey Barbatano and we had some epic gas 
sessions out at Cockatoo Point where you couldn’t keep a 
skip bait in the water for more than ten minutes before it 
was inhaled by a big mackerel. During this intense bite we 
had 36 strikes and after paying our taxes to the resident 
sharks we landed 8 Spaniards to 27kg, a 10kg longtail tuna 
and an 8kg cobia in one day! If you’re after high octane LBG 
action it really doesn’t get much better than that!

Gas ballooning from this  sh rich coastline can attract 

T
he Quobba coast is situated in WA’s Gascoyne 
region on the Southern tip of the Ningaloo 
Reef System. With a vast selection of deep 
water ledges, inshore reef systems and rocky 
beaches the Quobba coast really is an 80km 
stretch of prime rock  shing real estate. On this 
picturesque and remote coastline where the 
desert meets the sea, huge pelagic  sh can be 

captured using a wide variety of techniques such as gas 
ballooning, spinning and bait casting. If your a land based 
addict looking to get your arms stretched, the Quobba 
Coast is a must visit destination.
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Heavy duty threadline outfi ts 
are necessary to extract 
hard running fi sh from this 
rugged coastline

High speed spinning 
with chrome lures 
like Surecatch 
Knights are ideal 
for chasing large 
pelagics on the 
Quobba Coast

Deep water juts 

hard up against tall 

west coast cliffs

Bait fi shing the Quobba 
Coast can produce a 

wide variety of species 
including bonefi sh



“The Quobba coastline has become synonymous 
with gas ballooning since this technique was 

invented in the early 1980’s”
a wide variety of species and I also nailed an estimated 
15kg brassy trevally this season when it smashed a 
skipping gar  sh from the North Wall. A few seasons 
ago Brett Sutton captured an amazing 32kg wahoo from 
the rocks while gas ballooning from The Boundary. 
Gas ballooning from the Quobba coast is certainly a 
productive technique that really gets your bait into the 
zone where large pelagic predators roam.

The key to a successful gas ballooning session is all about 
getting your bait to work properly by splashing across the 
surface of the water. This is where you have to  nd the 
correct balance between the size of your bait, the balloon 
size and the strength of the wind. Finding the correct 
balance can be dif  cult at  rst and can often require a little 
bit of trial and error. 

The desired effect should see your bait dance across the 
surface in an erratic fashion and spend approximately half 
the time on the surface and half the time in the air. When 
the bait re-enters the water it should make violent splashes 
and plenty of surface commotion. The bigger the splash the 
more noticeable your skip bait will be to nearby predators.

The gas required for ballooning needs to be lighter 
than air and helium is the most popular choice. Helium 
is also referred to as “balloon gas” and is readily 
available from large gas suppliers such as BOC or most 
party shops. Balloon gas certainly isn’t cheap and can 
cost around $150 for a D-size bottle plus a daily charge 

on the canister hire. The D-size bottle is capable of  lling 
up approximately 10 large balloons.

Large round balloons can also be purchased from most 
party shops and some of the leading tackle retailers in 
WA. It is important to buy good quality helium grade 
balloons. I use 90cm Qualatex balloons which are made 
out of a thick latex material.

The most common skip bait used for gas ballooning is 
a large broadback gar  sh. These broadback gar  sh can 
either be purchased at most bait suppliers for around 
$16-18 a kilo or caught locally from The Blow Holes Beach 
which is located south of the Quobba Homestead. The ideal 
size gar  sh should weigh approximately 150gms per bait. 
Besides gar  sh there are plenty of other skip baits which 
work just as well for gas ballooning such as mullet, tailor, 
slimy mackerel, sanmar and snook.

When you’re gas ballooning from the Quobba Coast, 
skip baits can be propelled anywhere from 100-300m out to 
sea. With these long drifts a large overhead reel is required 
for line capacity. My favourite ballooning out  t is a Tiagra 
30WLRSA matched with a 15-24kg Wilson Venom LBG 
rod. I usually load my reel with 800m of 65lb braid backing 
and 100m of 50lb-80lb mono top shot. The mono provides 
line stretch and some added abrasion resistance which 
is extremely handy when trying to land a  sh from the 
rugged cliffs. Using at least 50lb tackle is common practice 
as big resident sharks can often steal your catch.

Justin Anthony with an 
average sized Quobba 

mackerel from High Rock
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SPINNING
The Quobba coastline contains some of the best spin  shing 
ledges along the entire West Australian coastline. Ledges 
like Whistling Rock, High Rock and The Caves instantly 
drop into deep blue water and can produce some hectic 
spin  shing action. Big Spaniards are usually the main 
target for lure  sherman along these famous cliffs, longtail 
tuna and cobia are also a very common bycatch as are 
myriad other species.

The most popular method for spinning up fast moving 
pelagics on the Quobba coast is to crank metal lures 
through the water at break neck speeds. Spanish mackerel 
love chasing down big chrome lures such as the 85gm 
Surecatch Knight and the 60gm Surecatch Bishop.

When targeting Spaniards it’s important to use a short 
30cm length of single strand wire to prevent these toothy 
predators from snipping your lure off with their razor 
sharp teeth. Spaniards can be captured with lures along the 
Quobba Coast almost all year round. The bigger  sh tend to 
show up in the cooler months between May and September.

The best spot for targeting cobia with lures is de  nitely 
Garth’s Rock which is nestled inside the Cape Cuvier region. 
Many sandgropers have been spinning up cobia from this 
well-known rock since the 1970s. Legendary West Australian 
spin  shing pioneer Max Garth who this ledge is named after 
has even caught 20kg plus cobia on  y from this excellent 
lure casting platform. In West Australia’s north-west region 
cobia can be caught all year round, however greater numbers 
of  sh are found in the summer months. 

Cobia can be caught on a wide variety of metal lures 
such as metals, minnows and even soft plastics. Cobia are 
not renowned for their speed as they are a lot more bulky 
and robust than more streamline species like tuna and 
mackerel. As a result the traditional high-speed retrieve 
used with the majority of metal lures is not the best 
technique for targeting cobia. The best way of enticing a 
strike from a cobia is to jig your lure with an erratic motion. 
I like to wind my lure to the surface with a medium paced 
retrieve and let it sink to the bottom. This process can be 
repeated three or four times on each cast and every time 
your lure  utters through the water it imitates a wounded 
bait  sh. In most instances predatory  sh like cobia will 
usually strike the lure as it is  uttering on the drop. 

Shark mackerel are another popular spin  shing target 
and excellent numbers of  sh are usually found in the 
summer months. Sharkies can easily be distinguished with 
their bright gold and yellow colouration and most  sh 
encountered by rock  sherman range between 4-8kgs. Pound 
for pound these mini-mackerel go just as hard as Spanish 
mackerel and they can be a real handful on light tackle 

spin  shing out  ts. From November to January big shark 
mackerel are often captured from Kangaroo Rock, Garth’s 
Rock and Camp Rock. Shark mackerel will often take a wide 
variety of lures but the best performers include metal slices 
weighing between 40-85gms and white bucktail jigs.

A good quality spin  shing out  t with plenty of pulling 
power is highly recommended when casting lures from the 
Quobba Coast. With such an abundance of hard hitting  sh 
around you really need to spin with an out  t loaded with 
40-65 pound braid to achieve consistent results.

BAIT CASTING
Targeting the hordes of reef  sh that thrive along the 
Quobba’s inshore reef system is one of the best ways to put 
a solid bend in your rod and catch a top quality feed at the 
same time. The majority of large reef  sh are extremely 
powerful  ghters and trying to drag these reef dwelling 
species from their barnacle infested homes can be a real 
challenge from the shore.

For those dedicated anglers that are willing to put the 
time and effort into their bait  shing, a real mixed bag of 
quality reef  sh can be captured from the Quobba Coast. 

Spangled emperor are considered the number one prize 
for most bait  sherman. These beautiful looking  sh are also 
known as Nor-west snapper and can be identi  ed by their 
distinct gold colour and iridescent blue markings across 
their face. Most spangled emperor captured from the shore 
usually range between 3-6kgs, while some larger  sh around 
the 10kg mark are occasionally taken. The Seventeen Mile 
Beach and the Cape Cuvier region contain good areas of 
broken reef and are great spots for targeting big spanglies.

Snapper are another popular target for bait  sherman. Big 
reds are usually captured during dawn and dusk and seem 
to come on the bite after the large swells that commonly hit 
this section of coastline. Good numbers of snapper can be 
caught from the Two Mile Reef and from most of the popular 
gas ballooning ledges. The majority of  sh encountered by 
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LBG legend Grantly Gray 
with a 15kg mackerel

Goshie with a cracking 

26kg Spanish mackerel 

landed at the gas 

ballooning platform 

North Two Mile

Simon Booth with 

a 13kg Spaniard 

taken while gas 

ballooning from 

Cockatoo Pt



“During an intense bite we had 36 strikes 
and landed 8 Spaniards to 27kg, a 10kg longtail 

tuna and an 8kg cobia in the one day!”
local rock  sherman tend to be around the 3-4kg mark.

Besides snapper and spangled emperor, there are plenty 
more prized reef  sh that are commonly captured by land 
based anglers. Some of these species include the Spanish 
 ag, mangrove jack, Moses perch, Rankin cod, baldchin 

groper, bone  sh and coral trout. Fishing a bait from the 
rocks is just like entering a lucky dip - when you’re  shing 
from these  sh-  lled habitats you never know what you’re 
going to hook up to next.

There are numerous methods for chasing reef  sh at 
Quobba and the most popular technique is often referred 
to as bottom bouncing. The best rig for  shing the bottom 
is a simple running ball sinker (size 10) that runs straight 
to a single hook (7/0 – 10/0). A standard paternoster rig can 
also be used for bottom bouncing, but I have found that 
this method of rigging can often catch the reef if you’re not 
casting over a sand bottom.

Another effective method of targeting reef  sh is to keep 
your bait  oating in mid water. This technique works by 
casting out a free  oating bait or a bait with a much smaller 
pea sized sinker and allowing the bait to slowly sink down 
the water column at a more natural rate. The white water 
generated from the waves hitting the rocks will keep your 
bait suspended in mid water for longer periods of time. 
This technique is great when you are  shing in areas with 

a really rough bottom where larger sinkers are prone to 
constant snagging. This technique works exceptionally well 
on big spangled emperor from both North and South Wall.

The best baits for chasing reef  sh are octopus, squid 
or tough  esh baits such as Spanish mackerel belly  ap. 
Reef  shing baits need to be resilient so they stay on 
the hook even if they are getting picked and harassed 
by smaller reef  sh. Some anglers even use a cocktail of 
bait such as a piece of octopus and pilchard on the same 
hook. This combination works well as the smaller reef 
 sh tend to pick at the pilchard and this creates a burley 

trail while you’re  shing.
The most effective method for extracting a big reef 

 sh from the Quobba rocks is to put the brakes on them 
immediately with a heavy drag setting and turn the  sh 
away from the bottom. By  shing a heavy drag you can 
disorientate the  sh and dominate the  ght by playing the 
 sh in mid water where there are no underwater hazards. 

The majority of reef  sh found in WA’s Gascoyne region 
are not leader shy due to the high energy environments 
created by the large swells and steep cliffs. The majority 
of anglers use around 1-2m of heavy abrasion resistance 
trace between 80-150lb. It’s also a good idea to pre-make 
a selection of rigs before a reef  shing session as this will 
save you lots of time especially during a hot bite.
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The Two Mile Reef 
is one of the best 

spots on the coast 
for targeting 
snapper and 

other reef fi sh

Justin Anthony with a 
golden trevally taken 

while baitcasting from 
the Two Mile Reef



ACCESS AND ACCOMMODATION
Quobba Station is approximately 80km north-west from the 
coastal town of Carnarvon. The road is completely sealed 
until you hit the famous “King Waves Kill” sign near the 
Blowholes Beach. From this point it is approximately 12km 
of dirt road to Quobba Station where there are plenty of 
accommodation options available. Although you can easily 
access Quobba Station in a two wheel drive, a 4WD is highly 
recommended as an all terrain vehicle will get you to a lot 
more  shing spots that are off the map.

Quobba Station is a working pastoral station that currently 
stocks a breed of sheep known as Damara which are mainly 
bred for live export to the Middle East. The Station is run by 
Tim and Sara Meecham and some of the old obsolete buildings 
when it was previously a sheep shearing station have now 
been transformed into various forms of accommodation. 

The accommodation ranges from basic camping sites, to 
fully self contained shacks, right through to luxury chalets on 
the homestead beach. Staying at Quobba Station is extremely 
convenient as it is situated right in the middle of all the popular 
ledges. This means that you’re only a few minutes’ drive from 
all the action and the Station is also a great place to meet other 
keen anglers. For any additional information, or to make a 
booking you can contact Quobba Station on 08-9948-5098.

Having a large town like Carnarvon less than an hour away 
makes it a lot easier to do extended trips on this rugged coast. 
With the hit and miss nature of land based game  shing the 
major advantage of doing long stints on these remote West 
Coast ledges is having the luxury of waiting for the perfect 
weather conditions to arrive. Over the years I’ve done plenty 
of long range trips to the Quobba Coast and during these epic 
adventures I‘ve experienced some  rst class LBG action on one 
of the most rugged yet stunning coastlines in Australia.  

“I‘ve experienced some fi rst class LBG 
action on one of the most rugged yet 

stunning coastlines in Australia”

LAND BASED GAME
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Paul Swart with a nice amberjack 
from the Cape Cuvier region

Goshie with a cobia 

from Whistling Rock
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COMEBACK LURES
Do you have a 

comeback lure? 
Lubin’s a big fan of 

having a reliable 
lure tied on to 

entice a tough fi sh

I
n lure  shing, there are many special little 
tricks that can improve the catch rate and 
help get more  sh in to the net at the end 
of the day. Whether you’re  shing in a 
northern creek, a lake or in the Murray 
River, a comeback lure is one of them. 
“Comeback” lures come in many forms, 

whether it be a change of colour, size, noise or 
depth - each has their place in the tackle box. 
Comeback lures are intended to do exactly as 
the name states, it’s like calling out to a  sh 
that has hit the lure but won’t come back. It 
is amazing how well-crafted and engineered 
lures work on fooling the  sh. They make 
 sh become aggressive and entice them to eat 

something that isn’t real. Sometimes if the  sh 
doesn’t hook up on the  rst strike and won’t 
come back, changing over to a “come back” lure 
can get the  sh to bite again.

WHAT LURES WHEN
In my lure box I will have certain lures 
that I know catch fish in the colours that I 
really like, but I will have backups of the 
same lure in a completely different colour 
so that if I’m after a comeback strike, I have 
something at the ready. While changing 
colour can be effective, throwing something 
completely different in to the mix can 
bring instant success to what was a missed 
opportunity. This can be as simple as 
changing from a sinking lure such as a soft 
plastic or spinnerbait to a faster moving 
lure such as a hard body. If the fish has just 
missed the lure you are using there is every 
chance that it will still be fired up but often 
throwing the same lure back at the fish will 

“Having a comeback lure on hand can be a day saver!”

dramatically reduce the odds. Presenting a 
different offering higher in the water column 
that is easier for the fish to eat is a better way 
to go in my opinion. This is also true with 
increasing or decreasing the speed to the 
comeback lure. If you were cranking it the first 
time you got the bite, do the opposite with the 
comeback lure. This often makes the fish think 
they have stunned the prey and will come 
back for a second go. It also works the other 
way as well. A fish that has hit a slow moving 
lure will react, usually with more aggression 
to a bait that now appears to be fleeing.       

GET IT IN QUICK
In most circumstances having two rods rigged 
with different lures is the best way to get the 
comeback bite as you have to be fairly quick. 

If you miss the hook up on one lure the fish 
has struck you can quickly present another 
with the other rod before the fish has a chance 
to return to its snag or spook. On the River 
Murray in particular, I like to have a hardbody 
lure rigged on one rod and a spinnerbait 
on the other. That way if a fish grabs the 
spinnerbait but doesn’t hook up, the hardbody 
is there ready for action. All the while I’m 
calling out to the fish ‘Come Back!’ It’s the 
same for species such as bream, having a soft 
plastic on one and a hardbody on the other 
will lead to more success. 

WHEN TO CALL 
FOR THE COMEBACK
While it is really up to you to decide when you 
think it’s time to throw another lure at the  sh. 
I believe it is dependent on the  sh you are 
chasing and the amount of opportunities you 
expect to get during the days  shing. If it is 
small game you are casting for and there are 
good numbers of  sh about it may not matter 
so much if you miss out on one particular  sh. 
The comeback lure may only be used from time 
to time. Whereas when it is that one trophy  sh 
you are casting for and you only get one or two 
opportunities for a day’s  shing, or a weekend 
for that matter, a comeback lure should pretty 
much be the second or third cast after the  sh 
has hit the  rst offering. Having a comeback lure 
on hand can be a day saver!   

CUTTING EDGE
with Lubin Pfeiffer
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Chasing hard to catch fi sh such 
as Murray cod, you should always 

have another lure at the ready

Big bream are 

suckers for a 

comeback lure

Mulloway often respond 
to a comeback lure





WHAT BOAT?

The old TABS was a great, 
versatile setup but we have big 
plans to make the next one the 
ultimate plate boat in its class!

console was the best all-rounder boat that I 
could buy at around the 6m size. The main 
things that I love about a centre console is the 
fact that I can  sh from anywhere on the boat, 
 ght and chase big  sh with ease and cast from 

the front deck. Sure I might cop a little more 
water than a half cab, but it’s a small price to 
pay for such a versatile setup in my books.  

Many people were certain that I would be 
trying to get myself into a glass boat having 
used alloy plate boats for years now; however 
I’m still a huge believer that it’s hard to go past 
a quality plate boat. I think this stigma has been 
created from people who have never been in a 
quality built plate alloy boat. Sure a big heavy 
glass boat will generally ride better than alloy, 
but if you get the right alloy boat you will be 
blown away by how good it rides. The other 
important factor is value for money and buying 
plate will mean that I will be able to stretch my 
dollar further and get a whole lot more boat for 
my buck. So when it came down to choosing a 
hull I went straight up to the TABs headquarters 
to see their new line up of boats and settled on a 
6m centre console. The main difference between 
the new TABs and the old one is a slightly 
different hull design that incorporates an extra 
2 degrees dead rise improving the already great 
ride and making it more predictable in chop. 
I have also convinced the guys to  t a second 
110L fuel tank before the bulkhead taking my 
total below deck fuel storage to a massive 260L, 
which is perfect for my extended offshore trips 
around Fraser and FNQ.

Now I just need to give them the hurry up 
so I can get back on the water sooner!

W
ell a very sad day has come, the 
TABs centre console Territory 
Pro has been sold and I am 
currently boat-less. Regular 
readers of MF will no doubt 
remember this boat very well as 
it has graced the pages of this 

publication for the last three years or more. 
Over the years it has tackled the northern top 
part of Fraser, caught countless big marlin 
and tuna offshore and more recently was 
transported out to Cato and Wreck reef, some 
400km off the mainland. I was hoping that 
the boat would remain on sale for the summer 
marlin season but after being listed for sale 
online it was snapped up in only 24 hours! 
Well, there goes that idea of  shing through the 
summer and waiting for the boat to sell, time to 
pull my  nger out and start on the next boat. 

Although I have been planning a new boat 
build in my head for the last six months, I’ve 
really stepped it up a notch of late so I can get 
back on the water as soon as possible. I was 
extremely happy with how the TABs centre 
console performed and just how versatile it 
was to  sh from. I explored the centre cab and 
even hard cab options before coming right back 
to where I started and concluded that a centre 

Is a centre 
console the most 

versatile boat 
you can buy?

DROPPING A LINE
with Shaun Whale
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*Based on internal sidewall splitting test vs BFGoodrich® All-Terrain T/A® KO tyre in size LT265/70R17. 
Sidewall splitting test results were derived from a simulated sidewall aggression testing machine (patent pending US20120245859A1).

THE NEW

KO2
TAKES ON

 SURPRISE
 ATTACKS

BFGoodrich® 4WD tyres are at home in places where a slow crawl is a heart-pounding pace. 

Their toughness is proven over decades of racing domination in the deserts of Baja. So they  

can take the punishment, no matter how far off-road you want to go.  

Find yours at www.bfgoodrich.com.au. www.facebook.com/bfgoodrichaunz

20% TOUGHER SIDEWALLS
*



FISHING FOR ANSWERS
with Dr Julian Pepperell

The Pepperell freezer 
now has ample room for 
the “important” things… 
such as bait

LIFE AND DEATH IN THE FREEZER
Julian sorts his 

samples and leaves 
just enough room 

for a little bait 
I 

imagine a lot of anglers out there have 
a dedicated bait freezer packed with 
mysterious plastic bags containing who 
knows what? Well, I’m happy to say that I 
too have a freezer, and while it does contain 
bait from time to time, its main purpose is 
to store biological samples of  sh and other 

marine life for research. The result inside my 
freezer was, until recently, pretty much the same 
though – accumulating plastic bags  lled with 
bits and pieces from wide and far, and with 
knowledge of their contents diminishing with 
the depth of storage in the freezer. 

My experience with freezers goes back a long 
way. When I worked at the Fisheries Research 

Institute in Cronulla, NSW, it was common 
practice after a  eld trip to stash all sorts of  shy 
bits and pieces in many freezers. About once a 
year (or was that once a decade?) the word would 
go around that a particular freezer was about 
to be cleared out on an appointed day, at an 
appointed time. And if you wanted to save your 
precious samples, you had better be there or else, 
to the dumpster it would go. It was surprising 
how many researchers would suddenly appear 
to claim long-forgotten body parts of just about 
anything that swims – only to be put into 
another freezer until the next annual clean out. 

The fear of freezer malfunction is something 
we freezer owners have to live with. The 
problem is, there seems to be a sort of Murphy’s 
Law about freezer breakdowns. If it’s going to 
happen, it will inevitably be when you are away 

over a long weekend in 
the middle of summer. 
I’ve smelled some pretty 
rank things in my life, 
but the lique  ed contents 
of a  sheries research 
freezer following such 
a weekend would take 
some beating. And I’ve 
also heard horrendous 
stories of anglers 
returning home after a 
week away to  nd the 
entire contents of their 
broken-down freezers 
turned into a horrible 
sludge bubbling over 
the rim. The only thing 

to do in that case is to lock the lid down and take 
the whole unit to the tip. 

Power failures (or ‘outages’, as they now 
seem to be called) are another worry. In cities, 
these usually aren’t long enough to cause 
problems, but in semi-rural situations, such as 
where my freezer and I reside, the power can 
sometimes mysteriously disappear for many 
hours or even days. This is, of course, why I am 
a great believer in keeping the freezer piled 
high with  shy bits and pieces – to maintain 
thermal inertia due to a large frozen mass. It so 
happens that it is actually more ef  cient to have 
a relatively full freezer since the compressor 
needs to come on less often to retain its internal 

‘cool’. It is even recommended by some to  ll 
spaces with plastic bottles  lled with water. 
However, here’s another useful tip – try to make 
sure you can actually close the lid!

For the past decade, I’ve been running 
a program that facilitates research on 
game  sh weighed at major tournaments in 
New South Wales. This project, funded by 
recreational  shing licence fees through the 
NSW Recreational Fishing Trusts, aims to 
collect samples of muscle and hard parts from 
all landed  sh and to store them for future 
research. Small chunks of muscle are popped 
into plastic bags with detailed labels and stored 
in the aforementioned Pepperell freezer for 
future posterity. And it is surprising how many 
research programs around the world have taken 
advantage of this frozen store. 

A freezer is a wondrous piece of technology. 
My previous one hummed along happily for 
17 years until I got nervous and replaced it. 
And recently I’ve also  nally taken steps to 
failsafe my precious samples from unexpected 
mechanical or electrical supply failure. This 
year, I had each of my 600 plus samples 
subdivided into three pieces, each of these 
now stored in separate locations – one set in 
my trusty freezer, one in a minus 80°C freezer 
at the University of Queensland and one set of 
samples preserved in ethyl alcohol. 

Looking into my freezer now, I must say that 
having everything so ordered is a relief. But the 
big clean out has left some room that looks just 
right for the addition of some blocks of pilchard 
and bags of mullet gut. After all, a bloke has to 
have somewhere to store his bait. Right?  

“The big clean out has left some room that looks just right for the 
addition of some blocks of pilchard and bags of mullet gut”
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Gamefi sh samples are 
far too important to risk 

losing in a prolonged 
power “outage”

Samples from 
species such 
as marlin 
can be hard 
to obtain 
so keeping 
them safe is 
top priority 
for marine 
biologists
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Take a 
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You’ll be surprised how much fun you’ll have.

Savage is Australia’s oldest, continuous name in boating. Since 

1898, the Savage name has been known for some great innovations. 

There’s not a lot we don’t know about floating, fishing and fun.

Our tinnies, from the 310 Water Rat to the 545 Bluewater, are built 

tough and comfortable, with standard features that other brands call 

optional extras and durability and toughness that’s part of our DNA.

Discover your great value Savage tinnie 

at savageboats.com.au



Keep your 
baitcasters in 

A1 condition 
by sticking 
to a simple 

maintenance 
routine

“Keep the maintenance simple yet effective and you’ll fi nd 
it will be less of a chore and you’ll be doing it more often”

r

PART 1
BAITCASTER

““KKeep the maintenance simp
it will be less of a chore and

T
here is no denying it,  shing can 
be an expensive activity, and much 
of the gear we buy is considered 
disposable due to potential loss of 
lures, terminal tackle and so on. 
But the last thing you want to do 
is fall into the trap of seeing your 

more expensive hardware such as rods and 
reels in the same light. 

Reels are fairly complex bits of machinery 
and without genuine and regular care, they 
will not last. It’s as simple as that. Depending 
on whether they’re exposed to a saltwater 
environment or freshwater will de  nitely be 
a factor in their operational decline. However, 
this doesn’t mean that they are disposable. 
With proper care and maintenance, you 
should be able to get plenty of years from a 
single reel before the time comes to think 

about a replacement. After all, they’re an 
expensive bit of kit so look after them.

In this two part series of Tech Talk, we’ll be 
looking at showing some tips on everything 
from day to day cleaning of your reels 

through to soft maintenance. A full overhaul 
that you might only perform if the reel has been 
completely submerged in salt water is one that 
we’ll leave out of these two as there is too much 
to cover and there are also issues with voiding 
warranties etc. If this is what’s needed, we’d 
suggest you send your reels off to a quali  ed 
servicing agent or the manufacturer themselves 
to ensure it’s done correctly. 

Since there’s a bit to cover, we’ll take a look at 
baitcasters for this issue and we’ll cover the spin 
gear in the next.

REGULAR CLEANING 
By this, we mean cleaning of your reels after 
every use whether you’ve been  shing saltwater 
or in the fresh. Even freshwater can cause damage 
to a baitcaster, remember this water is not  ltered 

so there are all sorts of micro-organisms, plant 
life and more that can work their way into a 
reel that has been left un-cleaned so make sure 
that after every outing you perform a simple yet 
effective cleaning routine. We’re talking external 
cleaning only here so there’s no need for any 
tools, soaps or oils. Just a bucket of freshwater on 
a soft non-  brous cloth is all you need. 

One mistake a lot of people will make is to 
spray their reels with a hose under pressure. This 
can force salt and other nasties further into the 
reel so it’s best to avoid the use of a hose. Instead, 
take the reel off the rod – this is the  rst step to 
maintaining your reel after every session as the 
grime and salt that can build up under a reel seat 
can quickly start to cause damage. After this, take 
a soft, non-  brous cloth and give it a good dunk 
in clean, fresh water and begin to wipe away the 
surface of the reel with plenty of fresh water. 
Work the cloth into all the nooks and crannies 
that salt might  nd its way into. Squeeze plenty of 
water (or even run the tap under light pressure) 
over areas that receive the most amount of salt 
such as the line as this soaks up a lot of salt. Also 
the level wind as well. Once you feel the reel has 
been well cleaned of any salt or other unwanted 
material, give it a good shake to remove any 
excess water and then allow it to air dry out in the 
open. Then  nally once it’s dry, grab a clean, dry 
(again non-  brous) cloth and give it a good wipe 
down to remove any water spots. This is mostly 
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A little reel grease on the 
level wind worm gears is 
better than just reel oil



for the cosmetics of the reel but hey, who doesn’t 
want their reel looking in mint condition?

That’s about it for the regular cleaning side 
of things, now it’s time to look into some soft 
maintenance of some of the internals of the reel.

SOFT MAINTENANCE
This is regular preventative maintenance, 
and should be performed every 3-6 months 
depending on the amount of use the reel gets. 
For this you’ll need the following:
• Non-  brous dry cloth 
• Cotton swabs
• Quality reel oil
• Reel grease

First things  rst, we’re not opening up the 
cranking side of the baitcaster. The only time 
you’re going to be entering that side is for a full 
overhaul for example if the reel has been dunked 
in saltwater or if the reel is getting on and feels 
as though it needs some extra care.

Detach the side plate from the reel. How to do 
this will depend on the brand of reel but most 
are tool free and simply require some form of 
hand screw. Some side plates will swing open 
but won’t completely detach so check out the 
manual to make sure you know how your reel 
opens up. 

SOLVENTS ARE 
NOT LUBES
Solvent sprays like WD-40 and 
INOX are very commonly (yet 
wrongly) sprayed on reels as 
everything from water barriers 
to lubricants. These are not 
designed for this and while they 
may improve the operation of 
the reel in the short term, they 
will cause long term problems 
as they dissolve oils and grease 
that are needed for the reels 
operation. Use the recommended 
lubricants only and avoid 
using any sprays that are not 
specifically designed for reels.

Remove the spool – a handy tip if you have 
line on the spool is to run a bit of tape over the 
spool so you don’t have line falling off the spool 
and getting in your way. Avoid any sprays on 
the spool as you don’t want these coming into 
contact with your line. Instead, take a cotton 
swab and go over the spool well to remove any 
contaminants from all areas. Once you feel the 
spool is cleaned, take a very small amount of oil 
to the parts that need it. This will be determined 
by the brand of reel you’re using – for Shimano 
you’ll want to just lightly oil the brake collars, 
for Daiwa, you’ll want to oil the spool bearing. 
Check the manual for a guide as to what parts 
need oil. Now that you’ve oiled the spool, it’s 
done so set it aside and  nish up the main reel. 

 Take your clean, dry cloth and give the reel 
and the side plate a good wipe down to remove 
any old oils, salt or contaminants and then take 
a new cotton swab and do the same in the little 
nooks and crannies that you can’t reach with 
the cloth. A quick wipe with another clean 
swab inside any pinion gears or over bearings 
and once you feel the reel has been rid of any 
undesirable materials or old oils, it’s time to 
give the rest of it a good oil and a bit of grease 
where needed.  

Lightly oil any bearings, the inside of the 
brake case and the inside of the spool case. 
The worm gear on the level wind can either 
be lightly oiled however if you have it, a small 
amount of reel grease is better. 

And that’s the clean pretty much done. 
Simply put everything back together and most 
importantly, give everything a good turn to 
work all the oil and grease into the parts they 
have been placed on. Ideally, have a cover for 
each of your reels and store them in a dry area 
when they’re not in use.  

Keep the maintenance simple yet effective and 
you’ll  nd it will be less of a chore and you’ll 
be doing it more often. Better yet, sit down to 
your favourite  shing DVD and do it while you 
dream of that next bucket list destination.    

TECH TALK
with the MF Team
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Use a cotton swab to 
clean old oils, salt and 
dust out of every little 
corner of the reel

Tackle guard is a great 
protectant of the outside of 
your reel. Keep it clear of 
moving parts and line though





BONITO
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560 CC
Bonito Boats offer something for everyone with 

their 560 Centre Console
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B
oaters in the know 
understand that all boats 
involve compromises: we 
live with that fact and work 
around it. Some things, 
however, we choose not to 
compromise on.

First cab off the rank has to be 
ride and handling. When compared 
to other similar sized craft the 
chosen rig must have a ride as good 
as possible plus have one hundred 
percent reliable and safe handling 
under the sorts of sea conditions the 
craft is designed for. Anything else 
sees compromise turn to cop out.

Next issue is usually the over all 

layout which should see as much 
usable room as possible within the 
hull’s parameters. Then comes things 
such as features for the chosen 
task, ease of installation of extras 
and availability of same and then 
there’s that elusive but all important 
standard of  nish and  t out that 
denotes pride of ownership. It’s 
not just bling: it’s more akin to a 
combination of things that will see 
a manufacturer’s order books  lling 
simply because other boat owners are 
liking what they see. This Bonito 560 
CC with its punchy 140 Suzuki on the 
transom pod ticks all the above boxes 
and then makes a few of its own.

FROM FISHING 

TO FAMILY 
First some history. Evolving from a 
well recognized New Zealand design, 
the Bonito’s heritage has been well and 
truly extended to cater for our local 
conditions by boat builders Roger 
Barnes and Martin Slennett of south 
eastern Queensland. As the Bonito 
factory is located virtually on the 
water at Steiglitz the  rst Bonitos were 
tiller steer  shing dories, much prized 
by local crabbers and pro  shermen. 
Ride, room and reliability: these were 
the kudos heaped on the original 
Bonitos which were open 4.8 metre 
craft, which extended to 5.0 metres 
length with the incorporation of a pod. 
Next came the 5.6 metre pod versions 
– currently the most popular - with 
options of wide or narrower centre 
consoles also on the options list along 
with many other features.

Gauges and instruments 

were well laid out on the 560 

Bonito’s console with room 

for even more if necessary

Batteries and pumps are all 

neatly housed in the twin 

rear hatches

ALL ABOUT THE RIDE 
Pro anglers need to work when the 
work’s there and bad weather has 
never been a bar to a day that can end 
in pro  t so those early Bonito boats 
were often heading out into Moreton 
Bay and associated southern waters 
when their owner’s trailer sat alone 
in rain drenched boat ramp parking 
areas. The ride of those Bonitos was 
the thing the pros had been looking 
for and with the addition of a pod it 
only became better! Finish was always 
more than acceptable for those early 
tiller steer  shing dories but these 
days it’s nothing short of top shelf.  

Roger and his team have put a lot 
of work into ensuring Bonitos are 
ultra-strong rigs. There’s no timber in 
Bonito’s whatsoever and with the hulls 
under  oor framework and support 
system being truly massive, over all 
rigidity is a given.  Explicit attention 
to detail and presentation shows in 
the joinery, depth and gloss of the gel 
coat and uniformity of  ow coat in 
areas such as gunwale interior sides 
and within the various compartments. 
How many glass craft are  tted with 
a stainless steel rubbing strip on the 
bow entry area to protect it? And 
when it comes to options there are 
enough in the order books to keep 
most family boaters content as well.

Few areas can test a craft’s ride and handling attributes as will the Jumpinpin bar. The Bonito came through with fl ying colours

BOAT REVIEW
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DUANE’S BOAT
The reviewed 560 is owned by Duane 
Good, an easy going sort of bloke 
who knew what he wanted in a boat 
and is now thoroughly enjoying his 
investment in boating pleasure. With 
both family and  shing pursuits 
in mind Duane opted for a fairly 
‘standard’ centre console layout in his 
much loved Bonito, leaving aside a 
T Top over the centre console which 
incidentally, is the less wide of the 
two consoles available. Interestingly, 
Duane did not require seats aft within 
the main cockpit work area or for 
one to be installed in the front of the 
console and, currently, there’s no seat 
aft of the console either although 
Duane informed me that a large 
padded ice box style seat with fore/aft 
bolster back rest will be  tted shortly.

UNCLUTTERED 
LAYOUT
Stepping aboard the 560 Bonito Centre 
Console I was immediately impressed 
with the craft’s stability at rest. Yes, 
there’s a 21 degree Vee hull under 
foot but wide reversed outer chines, 
well formed strakes plus a central 
15cm wide planing plank certainly 
contributed to enjoyable levels of 
stability. Up front a massive, enclosed, 
anchor well sat ahead of a 30 cm high 
non skid deck equipped with inward 
opening paired hatches for general 
storage while another larger hatch 
equipped compartment was installed 
further aft and to starboard, with a 
smaller version to port. Both of these 
rearmost forward deck compartments 
are drain equipped and offer options 

of being set up as general storage 
or food and drink receptacles or, if 
 shing, to keep the catch cold. 

Within the main work area with 
its neat scuppers in each aft quarter, 
the Bonito sports an aggressively self 
draining non skid  oor surface that 
nearly requires foot wear, it’s that 
effective! Personally, I loved the idea 
that no matter what, I was never going 
to slip on that  oor, especially when 
standing at the helm surveying the 
console’s dash area with its array of 
neat instruments and gauges, easily 
monitored at a glance.   

Much the same as the rest of the 
craft the 560 Bonito’s helm station 
was well thought out. A small 
windscreen atop the console offered 
some slip stream protection while the 
console’s grab rail ensured a decent 
hand hold in rough going around the 

The Bonito enjoying some air time: 
the well-constructed deep Vee 

hull provided a very graduated and 
comfortable return to water at all times
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“Finish was always more than acceptable for 
those early tiller steer fi shing dories but these 

days it’s nothing short of top shelf”
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POWER HOUSE
Power ratings for the 560 Bonito 
range from 90 to 150hp which saw the 
four cylinder DOHC 140hp Suzuki 
almost at the top of the performance 
tree. Yet I saw the Bonito in no way 
over powered; the solid 600kg hull 
slipped onto the plane without 
the slightest degree of bow lift 
while the fuel injected Suzuki just 
continued humming astern. Make 
no mistake though, throttle response 
was instantaneous throughout the 
engine’s rev range! Speed records 

Jumpinpin bar - a seriously wild ocean 
outfall - where we enjoyed both ride 
assessment and a bit of air time. 

 The Bonito’s console was amply set 
up with a compass on the  at upper 
surface, Garmin Echo Map 70 DV 
sounder plotter plus fuel and other 
gauges lower, along with a Garmin 
GMI20 unit monitoring the 140 Suzuki, 
with steering wheel, main switches, 
ignition key and forward controls for 
the engine on a lower level again.  

Aft features included twin off  oor 
side pockets - that to port equipped 
with a deck wash, twin live wells at 
the transom, rod holders within the 
wide non skid gunwales plus twin 
above  oor hatches for access to battery 
and other items within the transom 
bulkhead running the width of the 
stern. Paired scuppers were installed to 
drain the  oor should the deck wash be 
used. The pod aft, to which the Suzuki 
was mounted, featured wide boarding 
steps each side.

show that the Bonito planed at 
13.8kph at 2500rpm with 3000rpm 
lifting the hull along at 23.2kph, 
4000rpm a smooth 42.6kph, 5000rpm 
was at 53.8kph, 6000rpm was at 
66.4kph and at 6,200rpm brought a top 
speed of 74.7kph with the hull steady 
as a rock, not a hint of chine walking. 
And that hull could really generate 
some G forces during hard turns, with 
it digging in and whipping around 
like a big go cart on a race track. Good 
hull design at work there!
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was mounted, featured wide boarding 
steps each side.

A fi ne entry linked to ample above 
water fl are ensures that passengers 
within the Bonito 560 Cc will remain 
dry under most conditions

All forward storage 
compartments within the 

Bonito drained aft within a 
carefully linked system

The Bonito’s under hull 

confi guration is easily noted here, 

especially the wide reversed chine 

plus central planing plank

Out of sight rod storage is 
becoming a must-have item on 
most fi shing boats. The Bonito 

has that covered too
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“Given that the Bonito 560 is an open boat, 
the lack of spray making a nuisance of itself 

was quite remarkable”

PERFORMANCE 
AND COMFORT 
HAND IN GLOVE
Speed means little without comfort and 
it’s here the Bonito 560 really shines. 
That deep Vee hull offered the sort of 
ride that every boat owner desires but 
unfortunately not all will experience. 
Wind chop, wash from passing craft; 
all was grist for the mill in that only the 
mildest of bumps were felt even when 
humming along at speed.  Even playing 
hard in the Jumpinpin bar area saw 
the hull landing off wave crests with a 
graduated, controlled, manner without 
any excessive jarring or pounding. And 
I’d see only the strongest of cross winds 
causing the need for the crew to don 
spray jackets as any displaced water 
was pushed well aft along the hull, 
right away from the interior. Given that 
the Bonito 560 is an open boat, the lack 
of spray making a nuisance of itself 
was quite remarkable.

IN A NUTSHELL
In assessing the Bonito 560 Centre 
Console I saw it as an all rounder 
with a top shelf ride, roominess, and 
easy performance complimented by a 
very high standard of overall  nish. 
Evolved re  nement and the myriad 
features offered by the team under 
Roger and Martin have seen a tough 
as nails  shing rig morph into a craft 
with potential for a range of boating 
activities. The addition of extra seating 
(seat spigots or  xed aft seats are 
options for extra seating) or perhaps 
a bimini or T Top  tted would see it 
as a great family day cruiser or family 
 shing rig. With a tow hook on the 

transom and the willingness of that 
Suzuki 140 four stroke to pump out 
the ponies there’d be plenty of play 
time with tow sports as well.  

WANT ONE?
As reviewed, on a Sea Trail 
galvanised trailer the 560 Bonito 
(without electronics) would come 
home for around the $43,000 mark. 
Bonito boats can be contacted on 
0438 886 813 or visit the website: 
www.bonitoboats.com.au.   

Length:  5.60m
Beam:   2.05m
Deadrise Aft:   21 degrees
Hull Weight:   600kg
Fuel Capacity:   120L
Engine options:   90 to 150hp
Engine fi tted:         140 Suzuki 4 stroke
Pax:   6 persons

SPECS
With powerful Suzuki 140 on the 

pod the Bonito was a regular 
speed machine with speeds 

close to 75  kph recorded

A correctly installed rubbing strake on 
a ‘glass boat makes sense, same as a 

host of other features about the 560 
Bonito centre console.
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Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Century Marine Pro batteries are the ultimate in marine battery performance and are made for boats... just boats.

Incorporating advanced design features and specialist hardwearing internal components they are designed to deliver 

superior starting power and performance in the harshest of marine environments.

Thicker battery plates and Century’s exclusive Platelock™ technology combine to combat the effects of wave pounding, 

engine vibration and damage from transportation by trailers. Available in a range of sizes and designs including 

maintenance free and low maintenance, Century Marine Pro batteries are made just for your boat!



PRODUCT PROFILE
Isuzu D-MAX

Get to those 
tough-to-reach 

fi shing spots with
 the Isuzu D-MAX

GGeettt tttoo ttthhhhoossee

BUILT TO GET YOU FURTHER

From th e bitumen to the beach, 
the D-MAX features a massive 
3.5t braked towing capacity

W
hether you’re towing a boat on 
the beach, or heading to a remote 
 shing spot well off the beaten 

track, you need a 4WD that’s not 
just going to get you there, but is 
going to get you back too.

With proven off-road capability, 
as well as a 3.5t towing capacity, the Isuzu 
D-MAX is perfectly suited to getting you to your 
favourite remote  shing spot. With a tough, 
reliable and fuel ef  cient 3.0L turbo diesel 
engine, Isuzu’s trusty Terrain Command shift-
on-the-  y 4WD system and loads of storage, the 
D-MAX could be the ute you’re looking for.

EASIER BEACH TOWING
The soft sand of Aussie beaches can threaten to 
sink any unprepared  sho, and that’s especially 
the case if you’re towing a boat. The D-MAX 
features a massive 3.5t braked towing capacity, so 
you know it’s capable of towing your boat on the 
blacktop. Couple the towing capacity with the 
impressive Terrain Command 4WD system, and 
the punchy 3.0L turbo diesel engine, and you’ll 
 nd that the D-MAX excels in soft sand, even 

with a trailer boat hitched up.
The solid axle leaf sprung suspension in the 

rear of the D-MAX handles the weight of a 

trailer with ease, and ensures the back of the 
vehicle doesn’t sag, keeping your rear axle out 
of the soft stuff.

Whether it’s Fraser Island, the wild WA coast 
or the remote southern coast, the Isuzu D-MAX 
will get not just you, but your boat as well to those 
incredible  shing spots you won’t want to miss!

GO REMOTE - 
AND MAKE IT BACK!
Some of Australia’s best  shing spots will 
see you heading off-road and through some 
incredibly dif  cult terrain. Whether you’re 
chasing Murray cod along the mighty Murray 
River, or want to land a PB barra in the gulf, you 
need a 4WD that’s tough enough to handle the 
varying terrains of Australia.

With a tough, speci  cally designed heavy-duty 
ladder chassis that ensures long-term durability 
and stability when loaded, the D-MAX has the 
real-world testing to prove it. Isuzu have done 
4,000,000km of testing in the harshest conditions 
- searing heat, torrential rain and even snow. That 
works out to be the equivalent of driving around 
the Earth 100 times - proof that the D-MAX is built 
to last, and to get you further off the beaten track.
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With heavy-duty leaf 

springs in the rear and 

a solid axle, the D-MAX 

is better equipped to 

handle towing
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Isuzu D-MAX

PRODUCT PROFILE

CONTACT
For more information on the D-MAX, 
and to check out Isuzu’s entire range 
of punch above their weight 4WDs, 
head to www.isuzuute.com.au

PROVEN EFFICIENCY
The engineers from Isuzu have decades of 
experience in commercial transport, an area 
where every litre per hundred of fuel economy 
matters. In fact, Isuzu have been designing diesel 
engines for almost 100 years, so they are genuine 
experts when it comes to reliability and fuel 
ef  ciency, and it’s proven in the 3.0L common-
rail diesel they’ve engineered for the D-MAX.

With fuel economy  gures of 8.1L/100km 
for manual 4x4 models, and 8.2L/100km for 
automatic 4x4 models, Isuzu’s engine ef  ciency 
is proven in the lab.

But what about in the real world, where it 
actually matters? The truth is when you’re 
carrying real world loads in real world 
conditions - up hills, or over rough terrains - 
you’ll be amazed at how far you can go without 
needing to pull in for fuel. Don’t believe us? 
Why not check out the D-MAX for yourself, and 
experience its proven ef  ciency. 

ENGINE:   3.0L, 4-cylinder intercooled 
  turbo diesel

GEARBOX:   5-speed manual or 
      5-speed “Rev-Tronic” auto

MAX POWER:   130Kw

MAX TORQUE:   380nM

FUEL ECONOMY (COMBINED):   
8.1L/100km (manual), 8.2L/100km (auto)

4WD ACTIVATION:
“Terrain Command” 4x4 system

SUSPENSION:   Leaf sprung solid axle (rear), 
            coil springs with shocks and 
            stabilizer bar (front)

BRAKES:   Ventilated Discs (front), 
   drum brakes (rear)

SAFETY FEATURES:   ABS, ESC, EBD, TCS, 
      EBA, 6 Airbags, 
      engine immobilizer

WARRANTY:   5 years/130,000km with 
         5 years Roadside Assistance

SERVICING:   3 years Capped Price Servicing

RUNDOWNRUNDOWN

Get to those hard-to-reach 

fi shing spots easier, plus 

make sure you get back!
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ONE DAY BARRA  FISHING TRIPS

3, 5 & 6 Days Mothership & Land Based Barra Run Off 
Fishing Safaris @ Shady Camp (Feb-Apr 2016)

ANCHORED @ MOUTH OF TOMMY CUT CREEK 
SHADY CAMP (FEB, MAR & APR 2016)

(08) 8945 0376
FAMILIES & GROUPS WELCOME

3 to 6 Days Mothership Barra & Bluewater Fishing Safaris 
anchored at the mouth of Finniss River (May & Jun 2016).

2-6 Days Barra & Bluewater Fishing Safaris Staying  
@  Dundee (Apr-Nov 16) 

2-5 Days Barra Fishing Safaris @ Remote Finniss Rivers (Apr-Nov 16)

Visit our website for all the LATEST ACTION

www. darwinsbarrabase.com.auinfo@darwinsbarrabase.com

ALSO
BOOKING

NOW

FI$H

STAY, PLAY & FISH NT’S 
TOP END TO FIND:

1 x $1,000,000
75 x $10,000

Prize tagged 
barramundi

October 2015 - February 2016

BOOK

NOW

FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR 84 PAGE CATALOGUE and guide

to better fishing, simply fill out the coupon and send to:

ALVELL Y REELS, P.PP O. BOX 105 GOODNA, QLD 4300

Name:

Address:

                 Postcode:

Alvey reels are the ideal gift.
Our reels are more reliable with
no gears to clog and strip, easily
maintained by rinsing in fresh water
and aren’t affected by salt or sand.
PLUS EVERY Alvey reel is not 
only easy and accurate to cast
every time, but also comes with our
No Worries 5 year guarantee!

www.alvey.com.au

FREE DVD with every  
Alvey reel purchased,  
packed full of fishing  
info and instructions!
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TRUE 
BLUE 
Aussie Reliability
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THE GOODS!
Here’s a sneak peek at the latest gear to hit the shelves

Shimano’s four innovative Revolution rod lineups have been given a 
complete revamp for the 2015/16 season, which spells great news for 
anglers, but bad news for  sh!

For the offshore angler, there are 11 bluewater rods in the Offshore 
series suitable for jigging, trolling, spin casting, deep dropping the 
continental shelf, stickbaiting and popper  shing.

Closer to the coast, the Inshore set are going to be mighty pleased 
about a series that includes rods for chasing bream, barra, mackerel, 
snapper, kings, in fact any species found in near-shore or estuary waters. 

The Coastal series consists of 9, 10, 12 and 13 foot rods and feature 
a good spread of line weights for rock and beach work. They are of 
two-piece construction, so they’ll  t in the car easily. These powerful 
casting rods are also potent  sh-  ghting tools when hooked up.

For roving anglers, the nine rods in the Travel series are well worth 
a look, breaking down to three pieces for ease of transport (four pieces 
for the big 904 Spin), and covering everything from barra baitcasting 
through to spin and light rock, beach and jetty work.

Built on high modulus 24-30 ton Toray graphite, with Fuji ‘K’ series 
Alconite guides, custom Shimano reel seats, and split or full-length 
EVA grips where applicable (non-slip rubber on the Revolution 
Coastals) and high tech ferruling when required, these blanks and 
 ttings really enhance the painstaking design work of the Australian 

rod Builder, Ian Miller, to deliver rods that are perfectly suited to 
Australian  shing conditions.

Available at over 250 locations around Australia and New Zealand, 

see the full range and  nd your nearest Tonic retailer at 

www.toniceyewear.com.au.

SHIMANO 
REVOLUTION
COASTAL
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MAKO SWERVE

GAMAKATSU 
ASSIST 61 HOOKS

From the moment it enters the water, the Storm Arashi Deep 
dives quickly and gets right into the strikezone. This series of 
crankbait lures from Storm is their deepest diving yet, with 
the two models reaching depths of 18ft and 25ft on the cast. 
This lure is built tough and is ideal for targeting Murray cod, 
yellowbelly, barramundi and even PNG black bass!

Featuring a self-tuning line-tie, the Storm Arashi Deep 
generates a lively, unregulated action that triggers intense 
reaction bites. An ultra-tough circuit board lip combined with 
added body buoyancy allows the Arashi to bounce off snags 
with ease. The hook hangers on the underside and the rear 
of the Storm Arashi Deep have both been rotated 90-degrees 
to keep the hooks closer to the body. This helps to further 
discourage snagging and allows for larger hooks to be used.

Internally, the Storm Arashi Deep contains a boisterous 
rattle that provides a deafening pitch as it moves through the 
water. Backed with premium black nickel VMC treble hooks, 
the Storm Arashi Deep will have our favourite predators 
chomping at the bit for a taste.

Available now at all good Storm dealers in an 18ft diving 

(7cm, 22g) and 25ft diving (9cm, 32g) model.

The Italian designed Swerve frame is 
a classic unisex style providing good 
coverage and a comfortable wear. 
Available now with the classic Mako 
G1HR6 lens (brown base with blue 
mirror), this lens includes the Mako High 
De  nition  lter, enhancing contrast and 
reducing glare as well as the Infra Red 
 lter to reduce heat transference through 

the lens and improve comfort.

Check out www.makoeyewear.com.au 

for a closer look.

The Assist 61 hooks are speci  cally dedicated for Jigging. The 
unique shape of this hook dramatically reduces the chance of 
getting tangled with the Jig! Coming in two different styles, a 
Single hook and a Double version allowing it to be  shed with 
different jigs for different situations! Featuring a solid ring and 
sealed Snell knot allowing for less wear and tear, making sure 
you don’t lose that  sh of a lifetime.

Available in sizes 1 and 2, also available in two styles… a 
Single and Twin.

Visit www.gamakatsu.com.au to check them out.

STORM 
ARASHI DEEP
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Tonic Polarised Eyewear have released two new frames - the Mo 
and Jo in time for summer. Mo and Jo feature the new SLICE 
lens, the thinnest and lightest polarised glass lens in the world.

Doug Phillips, maker of high quality polarised eyewear in 
Australia since 1992 and founder of Tonic Eyewear says: “the Mo 
& Jo are a new direction for Tonic, they are big styles and bolder 
than anything we have ever done before. They are great for 
 shing and everyday use too. Everyone is going to want a pair 

of Mo or Jo this summer”.
Available from Tonic stockists now, the new Mo & Jo come 

in Photochromic Copper, Green Mirror, Red Mirror and Silver 
Mirror.

Fully made in japan, every pair of Tonic Eyewear incorporates 
the latest optical technology including de-centred lenses for 
distortion-free viewing at any angle.

Tonic’s scratch resistant SLICE lenses is the thinnest, lightest 
glass polarised lens in the world at just 1.3 mm thick; making 
them 50% lighter than regular glass and all feature anti-
re  ective coatings and Tonics own polarising  lter systems.

Tonic Polarised Eyewear comes in more than twelve 
wraparound styles and a variety of lens types to suit different 
situations.

Available at over 250 locations around Australia and New 

Zealand, see the full range and  nd your nearest Tonic retailer at 

www.toniceyewear.com.au.

THE GOODS!

TONIC FINDS ITS MO-JO

For the TRIBE, it’s all about catching  sh and Spin 
Doctor spinnerbaits are up to the task. Constructed 
from quality components, including silicone skirt, 
chemically sharpened black nickel hook, hand-
painted  nish and realistic 3D eyes, Spin Doctor 
spinnerbaits offer excellent value for money so that 
the whole TRIBE can get hooked up.

The compact frame design makes them ideal for 
bass, golden perch, saratoga and sooty grunter, and 
the UV Flame Scale skirts ‘light up’ to attract  sh 
and trigger strikes. Spin Doctor spinnerbaits are 
available in 1/4oz and 3/8oz weights and 6 proven 
colours. Tie one on and go hunting!

SRP: $13.95

Check out the website for more info: 

www.tackletactics.com.au

TRIBE FISHING 
SPIN DOCTOR
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Flash Point tail spinners, from Australian brand TT 
Lures, feature a realistic bait  sh pro  le and 3D eyes, 
hand-painted  nishes, chemically sharpened, black 
nickel hook and a 24K gold plated or nickel plated 
blade designed to create  ash and vibration to call 
 sh to the lure and trigger strikes.

They have been tested and proven on bass, golden 
perch and cod, while also producing some surprise 
captures in the salt. Deadly on a slow roll, hopped 
retrieve or vertical presentation, Flash Point tail 
spinners are available in two weights – 14g and 
20g, and eight of TT Lures most popular tested and 
proven colours – Golden Boy, Red Nightmare, Aussie 
Green & Gold, Brown Mongrel, Peacock Blue, Purple 
Minnow, Silver Minnow and Green Back.

Next time you’re on the water, heat your session 
up to Flash Point!

SRP: $11.95
See www.ttlures.com.au for a closer look.

FLASH POINT 
TAIL SPINNERS

GARMIN STRIKER SERIES

The Striker series are available in 3.5” 
(4/4dv), 5” (5dv), and 7” (7dv/7sv) sizes 
as the new entry-level solution for 
anglers who want top quality sonar at 
an affordable price. Featuring a rugged 
design and a keyed interface, each 
Striker model has advanced CHIRP 
sonar and a built-in high-sensitivity 
GPS antenna and waypoint map, 
while the 5dv, 7dv and 7sv versions 
also incorporate CHIRP DownVü and 
SideVü scanning sonar (75sv only).

Check out www.explore.garmin.com/
en-US/marine2016/ for more info on 
the Striker series.
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With over 20 years experience in Australia & Worldwide

recognition Anchor Right Australia staying ahead of

the competition with two world leading combination

anchor designs.

TWO WORLD LEADING
ANCHOR DESIGNS

SARCA EXCEL & SUPER SARCA

www.anchorright.com.au

Ph: 03 5968 5014 Mob: 0408 371 668

 
for more 
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CAN’T WAIT FOR YOUR NEXT MODERN FISHING FIX?
Jump online to keep up with the action! www.facebook.com/modernfi shing

MAGICMAGIC

YOU CAN’T MISS THE NEXT 
MODERN FISHING! ON THE 

SHELVES
17TH MARCH

SHELVES
17TH MARCH

BEAUTIFUL 
BORUMBA DAM’S
EPIC BASS & SARATOGA

VANUATU’S JIGGING HEAVEN!
SPIN REEL MAINTENANCE TIPS  
AND HEAPS MORE!!!   

VVVAAANNNUUUAAATTTUUU’’SS JJIIGGGGIINNG

PLUS

MULLOWAY
THE PRO’S TRICKS AND TIPS 

TO BETTER SUCCESS

STANAGE BAY GTs
EPIC TRAILER BOAT ADVENTURE!

THE NEW 
STACER 

PROLINE

REVIEWED

SA’S GIANT TUNA
THE MOST MIND-BLOWING YEAR 

IN GAMEFISHING HISTORY!



Phil’s Affordable

BARRA TOURS

We arrange and include everything from your capital city 

airport to Darwin, VIP transfers to and from your Quality 

Darwin accommodation, pick up for your fi shing

safari by our professional fi shing guide, all meals

and accommodation on location.

PLUS we save you money!!!

Blue-water Melville, NT

Melville Island, NT

Blue-water Melville, NT

Melville Island, NT

Melville Island, NTBathurst Island, NT

Bucket List of

Barra Adventures

Shady Camp,  Corroboree Billabong

Melville Island, Dundee Beach

Finniss River, Kimberly Coast

Broome, Daly River

South Alligator Mother Ship

Coastal Rivers & Creek, Bathurst Island

Bynoe Harbour

Dhipirri Lodge,
Arnhem Land

Tiwi islands - unbeatable - 2016 packages
melville & bathurst islands

from just $3995 per person

Put yourself in these seats



THE ALL 

NEW F130A.

LIGHTEST

IN ITS CLASS.

The all new F130A from Yamaha delivers a new level of performance, 

TO LOCATE A DEALER & FIND OUT MORE, VISIT: 


